Halbstadt,Manitoba.

Deaxr Friends: ‘

The districts of Houston, Halbstadt, and Strassberg are
planning a "Centennial Reunion' . to be held indoors on Sun-
day, July 19, 1970 at the Halbstadt Community Centre. We
will start the day off with a joint church service at 10 am,
An afternoon program at 1:30 pm and an evening program are
also in the planning.

Please bring your own food, Coffee will be gupplied.

As a fomer resident you are e o r diall y invited

to attend this Reunion,

Sinecerely,

The Halbstadt Centennial Comnittee
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HAIBSTADT CINTENNIAL CLLEBRATIONS

©JULY 19,1970

Thie little namphlet is compiled in commemoration of the Centennial
Celebratione of Halbstadt and surrounding districts as a medium of reflection
on the past ONE HUIDRED YZARS(?) Lome of it will be sad, perheps even tragic,
but most of it should inspire jov and setisfaction, maybe a little pride, in
the achievements and succzsses, progress and growth, materially, educationally,
and can we gav gpiritually. Perheps some of the names thet appear will cause
gome to recall fond memories, or, some activity might stir up your imagination
and bring new courage and hope in the future. Whatever the reaction might be,
it is hoped that it will serve 2 worthwhile purpose.

Did you pause , recently, to think that you were making history all the
years that you have lived here? Did it meen anything that the horse gave way to
the tractor, the old thresher to the conbine, the old log houge to the frame
building, the buggy to the automobile, the private school to the public school,
to you personally. What sbout trudging two or three miles to school compared to
modern day bus service, or, saving your money carefullwr in that old sock or
mattress compared to depositing your money in a fast, safe, and efficient
Credit Union or Bank. Think 2bout and compare these things.

Maybe we can understend the poet Thomas Hood better a2t this time when he
writes in his poem:

I REMEMBER, I REMEMBER

I remember, I remember, I remember, I remember

The house where I wzs bornm, Where T was used to swing,

The 1little window where the sun And thought the air must rush fresh as
Came peeping in at morn; To swallows on the wing;

Ile never came 2 wink too soon, My spirit flew in feathers then,
Nor brought too lonz 2 day, That is so heavy now,

But now, I often wish the nizht And summer pools could hardly cool
Had borne my my breath sway! The fever on my browl

I remember, I remenber, T remember, I remenmber

The roseg, red and white, The fir trees dark and high;

The violets, end the 1lily-cups, I used to think their slender tops
Those flowers mede of light! Were close against the sky:

The lilace where the robin built, It was a childish ignorance,

And where my brother set But now'tis little joy

The leburnum on his birthday, To know I'm farther off from heav'n
The tree is living yetl Than when I was a boy.

May this pamphlet be a treasure to you; something that will in future
remind you of Menitoba's Birthday, its One-hundredth Birthday,in 10701

Would it not be appropriatec to join Xing David in his song of praise in
Psalm };8-"Creat is the Lord, and greatly to be praiged", for what he has done
for us throughout the nast history of our srea, and the province.




List of Ministers

Unrau, Peter Saskatoon
Unrau, Henry Saskatoon
Unrau, Jacnb Rosenfeld
Wiebe, Bernie 46 Belair Rrad, Port Garry 19
Loeppky, Bernie Winkler
Irneppky, Diedrich

Klagsen, D. D. noaewnod
Loeppky, Jehn Rosenfeld (Mrs., still living)
PFriesen, 3en Roseisle
Priesen, J. B. Bnlivia
Friesen, Henry Halbstedt
Neufeld, Ben Paraguay
Inns, Iddie Saskatoon
Heinrichs, John Paraguay
Nickel, C. C, Bnrlivia
Loeppky, Peter Austin
Sawatzky, Jac. A. Alt~na
Klassen, Peter H. Halbstadt
Loewen, Jacnb Stuartburn
Sawatzky, Jrhn Deacon  Gretna
Penner, Diedrich Halbstadt
Braun, Welter Gretna

Teacliers o Halbstadt Schonl District

73 Dominion Bay, Thoapscn, llan,
74 Linacre Rd. Winnipeg 19

Mr. & wrs. Corney Bergen
HMr, & tlrs, F. F. Enns,

Hr., Henry Isau Halbstadt
Mr. Henxry Epp
Mr., John D. Driedger Al tona

Mr., & Mrs. John W. Driedger Winkler

Mr. Peter Uriedger

Mr. & Mrs. John B. IPalk Lbeneger Home, Albna

Mr. David P. Priesen (deccased)

Mr. & Mrs. Jacob F. Friesen (deceased)

Miss J. L. Friesen Mrs. Funk, Steinbach

Miss Marie A. L. Friesen Mrs. H. H. Grertzen Winnipeg
Ifiss Marie Friesen from Uinkler, Winnipeg

Misg lorparet Friesen

Mr. & .lrs, Peter P. Friesen Halbstadt

Mr.&lrs, Peter P, Giesbrecht, Altrna

Mr, & llrs, JdJacrb Guenther Greina

Mr., & drs. Jeke D, Hildebrand, Vita

Miss S. Hildebrand

Mr, & Mrs. Jdake Heinrichs lexico

liss Ingvar Iundin nee Guenther, Ear Polls, wunt.

Mr, Lrgan

Iliss Kate Klassen
Mr. Pevexr Klassen

Winnipeg
1008 Queenston Bay, Wpg.




Continued (Teachers of Halbstadt Schnol District)

lr, David Heufeld (deceascd)

Mr, teyer

Miss Anna Peters now P. B. Braun Altena
iiss Clara Peters (iMrs. P. Penner)Winkler

Mr, Jaceb J. Peters Steinbach

Mr., Peter J. Peters 152 Riley Cres. "pg.
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Sieuens Inavik, N.W.T.

Mr. Ben Schellenberg Winnipeg

liiss Helen Schellenberg(firs. Reimer) Steinbach

Mr., & rs. Harold Schulz Plum Coulee

Mr. Henry Dyck Mansfield, Pennsylvania

Sawatzky
Mr, & Mrs. Abram L. Toews

Mr. & Mrs. Abe Trews Moxden, Man.

Mr, & Hrs. Abe Trews

Miss Amie Vnth 33 Langside St. Wpg. 10
Mr. Jacnb H. Voth

Mr. & Mrs., Peter A. Unrau Abbotsford, B.C.

Miss Helen Warkentin
Miss Helen Wielerx
Mr., YWeidemen

Mr. & Mrs., David Wiebe Altnne
Mxr, & Mrs. C. P. Zacharias Gretna
Mrs,. Abrem "iebe Gretua
Mr., & Mrs. J. J. Siemens Altona

Mr, lleinenan

Strassbers Teacher List

1. Genrge Hamm
2. Henxry Vogt

3. dJdac b Buhr Ebenczer Home, Altona
4, Ben Hildebrand

5. llary Wiens B.C.

6. lenry BEnns (deceased)

7. Abraa L. Toews (deccased)

8., BEmnil Klein (deceased)

9., Pecter H. Voth Gnessela, Kansas, USA
10. Jacenrb J. Jsuzen Mnxrden

11. Bexrnard Lreppky (deceased)

12, Diedrich D. Loeppky Kernan, Calif~rnia, USA
13. ‘Pina ‘iarkentine Winkler, 324 8th Ot.
14, Abran D. Priesen 410 Henry O8t. Steinbach
15. Bernhrd D. Klippenstein 97 Hart, Winnipeg

16, Ifrs. Abram K. Barkman 362 2nd St. Steinbach

17. Genxrge P, Goosen Rogenonxt, llorris
18. Henry Giesbrecht (deceased)
1. Abram J. Iriesen 1400 Mountein, Winkler

20, Tony H. Funk (decceased)
21, DBarnest Kroeger 79 llessdale, Winnipeg



Continued (Strassberg Teacher IList)

22. Irna Fickel (deceased)

23. Mrs. Victor Peters 48 Queenstsn St. Wpg.

24, Helen Penner

25. Agatha Wiebe, Mrs. George Andrews, Box 84, Winnipegnrsis
26. Mrs., Bd Plett (Rev.) Gretna

27. Ixeane Koop, Ilrs. Philip I. Dickman, 52 Hearne, Churchill
28. Mr., Bathgate

29. David Froesc

30, John B. Reimer (deceased)

31. Bernie Loeppky Winklex

32. Orland~ Sawatzky (deccased) lirs. Sawatzky, Winkler
3%. Rodney Sienens Steinbach

34, Jack Isaac [loxrden

35. Rev. Peter J. I'riesen Cedarcrest, Winnipeg

36. Rev., Rrnald lreppney Rogennrt, lirrris

37. Abe Petlers Winnesha, Ghana, West Africa
38. LElvin Klassen Bex 325, Russel, lian.

Houston Teachexr List

George Labun ¢/r John Labun, Winkler

Isaac A. Enns Mrs.Enns, Ebenezer Home, Altona
H. H. Grertzen 271 Marshall, Fort Garry 475-6352
P, J. Dyck

J. H. Bogck RL 145 Bale St. Paul 353-2089
John Bnldt

Miss Mary Klassen

Miss vlga Dalke Mrrden

Elenore Neufeld 253 Brnoklyn, St. James 888-4708
Cornelia Feufeld (Mrs, Sicbexrt)

G. P. Weufcld Rosu, unt.

Bernie Tiebe 46 Balair Rd. Port Garry 19
Laurence Trews

Henry Krushel 646 Lindsay 489-5695

D. T, Wiebe Centre Ave, Altona 324-8220

Dennis Siecuens (see Don ileinriochs)
lliss lMary Priesen (sece Suderman)

Ben Klassen 300 Cedar, Steinbach 326-3622
Miss Helen Penner ( Crrner Esso, Spangalo ?
Willie Bnck (idr. J. H. Bock-tell hin) Winnipeg

Harry Topnik 307 Raquctte St. Wpg. 22
Diedxrich Dirks (2ddress unknnwn)

Jehn D, Grosen Steinbach

Ben Funk derbert

Simon Sobering (see Mrs. Souering, Gretna)
iss Ajetha VWiele

Jacob J. Trews

Edward Klein

David Harder Paraguay (Chacn)
Peter Toews

Mr. Baexter




mtinued (Houston Teacher List)

Mr. Robinscon
Genrge Neufeld (G. P. Weufeld son)
Billy L~gan

Diedrich Penner Grunthal, uMan.
Jacnb Unrau Rosenfela

John Unrau

Anna PFriesen

IMiss Yall Pembina, Forxrt Garry
fliss Schellenbexrg

Migs McDonald

Petexr Trews Steinbach

Iluner Krushel

Iist of Councillors

1905 - 1908 Henry Reimer 3 years
1909 - 1919 Isaac Hildebrand 10 years
1925 - 1945 Jacrb J. Friesen 20 years
1955 - 1961 Carl Schrnederx 6 years
1967 - 1970 Jnohn Yahl 3 years

Pirneers over 80 living with us are:

Mrs. Henry Priesen
Mrs. Abram Bergen




General Review nf Schnol Histrry, Houston,
Halbstadt and Strassberg 1870-1970
By John Rempcl

PFirs®t it needs to be noted that a large portion of the geo-
graphic area invelved was oripinally settled in the eighteen
hundreds by nnn-lennonite people. The rriginal foraatien of
these schrnl districts was influencecd by that circumstance during
those early yeers.

However, by the turn »f the century a~re and more Hennonite
perple establisucd permenentv residence in the area, Consequently,
they gradually acquired and excrcesed greater conirol of area
achinnls,

It should als» be noted that these .lennonite people nr their
parents camc to this cruntry fron Russia in nx about 1874, having
received assurance fron Canadien (Pederal) Governuaent authorities
that they could enjry the "Privilege" of educating their children
according tn their religious principles. Manitnba becane a2 Prov-
ince in 1870. I cannot help but wonder: Vere the Menncnite people
of that tine aware that education in Canada after Confederation
was a jurisdictinn of thie Provinciesl rather than the Federal Gov-
ernnent?

At any rate, education in Menitoba, in those carly years follow-
ing 1870, was under the directinrn and control ~f a "Board of Ed-
ucation"., DTnis Bnard was appointed by the Lieutenant-Gnvernor-
in-Council and crasisted ~f two secitions---the Protestant, cruposed
of twelve and the Catholic of nine members, cach having exclusive
contrnl of tlie schnnls of its own denomnination. We can see there-
fore that Churciies of that time were inverlved in affairs of schonl,
Perhaps more s~ than they are tnday. It can be assuncd, I be-
lieve, that Hrust n, Halbstadt and Strassberg cane under the
Juristdiction o the Protestant sectirn ~f the Brard ~f BEductinn,

Recnrds seem t~ indicate that during thnse early years the
boundaries of the required Schonl Districts in sanit ba were
forned largely by Municipalities under Section 12 of the Manitr~ba
Schnols Aet, nn the petition by the regquired number of "heads of
families™. uften nriginal boundaries had o be changed to Tit
changing patterns »f settlewnent.

Houston Sclinol District lin. 214, naued after San Houston wh
cane to udaniit ba frna untaric in the very early years and farmed
on Secti~n 24-1-1 East, was forxmed on iinveiber 17th, 1884, The
boundarics of the Disirict were readjusted from time to tine so
that ~n the first day of Jamuerxry, 1922, it consisted nf Sectinns
21,22, 23 and 24, the west half »~f 25, all of 26, 27, 35 and 36 in
Trwnship 1, Range 1 Best.

I have nnt frund rec xded evidence of schonl happenings in the
Houst n area fr-m year 1884 till year 1904. I did, however, find
snme short, coneise hand-written uinutes in High German language
in an ecld ledger dating back to 1904,

These were minutes of annual neetings held in Housten Schrol
District in 1904, 1905, 1906, and 1907 ~ver the signature of
favid Priesen, Sccrevary. We can take it, therefore, that Houstnrn
Public Schnol was »peratvive at the tiue.




uther itecmized entries in that ledger weould seen t¢ indicate
that a Private Schonol was in nperati-n frrn 1908 +¥ill 1912,
Recnxds in the same ledger show idouston Public Schorl became
nperative again in 1912 anf continued operating till the end of
June, 1916.

It wruld appear that the Private Schnnl was opened again in
August of 1916 and stayed in operation till 1918 or 1919. Ledger
itens indicate tuﬂt a new privete schn~l wos built in 1919. wne
of the last itens reccrrded in the ledger ~n the private school
account is fror teaciher salary in the amnount of 40,00 tn J. Unrau.

Reliable sources have infnrmed me that the Public School in
Houston, under J. P, Greenway as ufficial Trustee, was trying %
functiﬂn in competition with the Private 3chonl system in the years
1916 +ill 1920. The Public Schnnl nf that time had originally
been built nne-hali nile east of the site that later becaae known
as Houston Schnol fe, 1. ,0ld-time reports are that round about
1918 ox 1919 this schonl bullleb was separated into three sections
and moved by Hexus & Tichert of Gretna via truck-wagen t~ a new
location one-half mile west and one-half wmile north, but on the
sane scctinn.

he first few teochers hired by Mr. Grecnway Ifor this school
rn its new lrecatinn dAid not receive the apprrval of l1ncal parents
and therefore, were not successful in achieving a gond enrollment.
The building itself was later purchesed by a lncal farmer, and
part of it is s¥%ill being uscd as a pnultry barn.

Departient °i Bduecation recorxrds o. 1920-21 shew that Houston
Schnnl District Debentures were approved ”ﬂr the amount of $4500.
Reports frr the sane year include the £ollowing: "The Houstrn
Schrnl ratepayers who for two years strenuously opprscd the
publiec schneol poliey ~f the department, have at length submitted,
have clnscd their private sch*nl and ﬂre iow sending their
children t» the public schonl.”™ T he Inspector's Rep~rt for the
year 1921-22 states that a new building was purchased in Houston.
I take it, then, that Houston Schnnl Distriet o. 214 purchased
the new private schnrol that had been built in 1919, cl-se t» the
gruth-west coxuer of Section 26,

In February ~f 1921, ufficial Trustee J. I'. Greenway, on the
advice of l-cal residents, hired ur. S. . d. Sobering, a2 :lenn-
mmite, as teacher for louston Scheel, In 1921-22 the enrnllmenty
jumped to~ 33 and rewnained at alaost the saie number for the next
gschool year. In 1923-24 the ratepaycrs of Houst 'n onee apain
elected their ~rwn trustecs in the persms "I Isaac Hildebrand,
Henry D. Pricsen and P, J. Friesen with Peter #. Jenzen az Sec-
retary-Treasurer.

The enrnllaent of resident ~ud non-resident pupils kept in-
ocreasingt~ a point whiere in 1942 sonmething just had to be done.

Cn Fcbruarj 6th ~f that year, the ovuuﬂnrics ni the District

were re-adjusted to include als-‘ Sceti~n 1, 2, the east half ~T
%, the s~uth half »f 4, and the s~uth-east quarter of 10, Town-
ship 2, Range 1 Bast, all in tut R.i, »7 Montecalmn. And this to
accnaandate the dlSlCS of parents nf nm-resident pupils that had
beoen erming tn Houston Schrnl frx-on thet arca. Ian the suamer of
1942, an~ther schonl (Houston No, 2 o Houston Nnrth) was erected




on the north-east cnrner of Sectinrn 34, the better t~ accrmmndate
the extra enrrllment. lMiss Helen K. Schellenberg was the first
teacher in that schorl,.

In 1958 an attenpt was made tn consnlidate Houston, Halbstadt,
Strassberg, Prst Road and the larais Schrol districts. This
atteupt failed. But on April 9th, of 1959 the boundaries of
Houston Schrnl District were again readjusted to include certain
smaller parcels »f assessuent with a relatively high pupil count
resident on i%, frraerly included within the boundaries of Halb-
stadt and Strassberg. 4Mnd this agein t~ res~lve a non-resident
pupil enrnllment problem for Houston.

In 1960 a serinus effort was made tn cnnsnlidate Houstrn,
Halbstadt and Strassberg Schorl Distriets. A vote nn this prop-
osal was held in all three districts simultaneously, March 4,
1960, And again it feiled to gain sufficient support. Then in
1961, beginning £or the fall term, the two Housion schonls wexe
operated nn a seni-graded basis, with partial pupil transportation
being provided. This systen was kept in effect till July 1st,
1964 when Hruston Schnol Distriet Ne. 214 merged with Halbstadt
Schnnl District -, 886 ton forn The Cons lidated Schonl District
nf Halbstadt N~, 214.

llalbstadt School District Wo. 8866 was first formed on April 18,
1896 by Judge Linck of consist of Sectirns 3 - 4 - 9 - 10 -15 and
16 of Township 1, Rauge 1, Bast. Do ny knowledge there have not
been any maj r brundary changes wince that time; nutside ni those
that als» involved Horustn S. D. which have been repnrted on in
the Houston dection of this report. I d» assune that Halbstadt
Public Schrol became operative shrxtly after the District was
first frrued, but I have found nn rec-rded evidence tn confirm
that assumption. However it is clear that the Private School was
operative in the early 1900's.

My, William Remus whn farms tnday in the Emerson area, reporis
that as a child he lived with his parents in Horth Dakota on the
Vollrath farm acrrss the Internationzl Boundary from Halbstadt
village. They lived ~n that foexm fr~m 1898 till 1910. 4nd he
recalled thiat in »r around 1906 and 1907 his parents had made
arrangzements with the Custrn officisls that he as a yrung lad,
could cxronss the Internaticnal Boundary teo attend at the Private
8chool in Halbstadt area. I heve it that the Private schnnl at
that time was 1l cated in the vieinity »f the present uttr Heinrichs
farm lhone.

The rublic Schrnol at Halbstadt was als» operating at the sane
tine and located where the lalbstadt Church standstnday. I have
nnt been able tn locate and study the first Daily Schro~l Register
but I 4id examine one that dated back t~ thie sclinnl year ending
Noveuber 15, 1911. The toval eur llment that year had been 28,
alnnst all ~f thie pupils of the Priesen snd Heinrichs fanilies.
Henry W. Epp had been the schrol tezcher at an annual salary of
$3%45,00, This Register recrrds that the Public Schonl was located
on the 3.W. 7z of Bection 10 - 1 - 1 Bast. The Sccretary-Treasurer
for the year had lLegen John Friesen. %The bBrard »f Trustees f~r tue
next year had Leen Gerhart friesen, Heinrich Heinrichs and Willianm
Heinrichs,



School Inspect r Yillows in his 1917 report tn the kinister

] Bducation wrote "Halbstadt S.D. Nn, 886 remodelled their school
house in 1815, and they now have a very ocoainrtable schoolrrom
and teachiers renm under one roof®,

Acecoxrding Tt~ the same reprrt it wvust have been in the schoonl
year 1915- 16 that Halbstadt Schinel Distriect sent it's first two
pupils up £or Grade VIII BExaninations. Unfnrtunately they were
not successful ~n that occasinn.

The foll-wing two resolutinns were approved at an annual
meeting held by Holbstadt ratepayers on the 17th of Deceaber 1520.
"Mhat the ratepayers of Halbstadt S.D. ~., 886 wish to have

their schenl put under their control, and if this is done they
pronise to crnduet the said school ace rding to the Public Schrrl
Act of the Pr vince nf Manitnba.!

"That we petition ifr., J. . Greenway, ufficial Trustee asking
hin to give the teachex written authrrity o hold religious
exercises accrxding 4w law,”

William Heinrichs was chairmnan of that meeting, while J. J.
Sienens was secretary.

In 1910, the Remus fanily moved from Horth Daketa to the
Dufferin Schrnl District ncar DBuerson. Mrrier pupil at Halbstadt
Private Schrol, '“lll.ﬂ Rermus had grown up. ~And when he got
married he anved o A farn in Halbstadt distriet. Ar-und 1922
he gnt elected as a Trustee nf Halbstadt Schnnl District and
sexrved as Chairman »f that Brard.

Wx, Vi. W, Heinriechs was Secretary-Treosurer at that time.

A new Public Schonl was built and lncated aocrnss the rHad
and a bit syuth ~f the cld schrnl site in 183%7. The schnol
Register foxr that year indicates that the first day of school
in the new building was on Wnveaber 8th, 1937. The teacher that
year was Peter J. Peiers., DITotal enx *111ent was 31.

Several atlcapts had been nade t~ bring about a Consnlidation
with neighboring School Districts in the late 1950's and early
60's. Tinally in 1964, elffective July the 5th, a Consolidation
with Houstrn Schinl Disiricti was achieved. The new name ochosen
was "The Consnlidated Sch7nl District of Halbstadt §o. 214%. Thus
prescrving the Halbstadt naue and the Hruston nunmber.

The first neeting o electnrrs of the new District was held ~n
August 20, 19064. H. . Sawatzky, J. '"I. Heinrichs, Randal Pappel,
Tarmet friesen and J. W. llildebrand were elected &s the first
Brard nf Trusteesn, Jolin Schineder was the Ffirst Secretary-
Treasurer. Tue fixst teachers I the new District were Ben Klassen,
Dennis Siemens, aund Migs Amn Friesen., Total enr~lliaent was
A few noniths later Houston Schonl H»a, 2, and halbstadt Schﬂﬂihhaﬂ
been moved ©~ the site known as loust-n l». 1, and lalbstadt Crn-
gnlidated bggex eperating a graded schoel in three separate schonl
buildings ~n one sgite. Tntal pupil transporrtatinn was als” Pr-=
vided as xnads and weathey pexrnitted.

This syste. was kept in nperation till Scptenber lst ~f 1967
when Hdalbstadt Cousolidated School District F-. 214 mexrged with
Altrna Consnlicdated lin, 335%,




The Scdhool District nf Strassverg was first formed on ilay the
16th of 1893, and the boundaries readjusted fr~a time to time
making the district consist at the first of July, 1932 of Sectir-uns
1, 2, 11, 12, 13, and 14 in Towaship 1, Range 1 Bast.

un vetnber the 9th, 1952 the District was enlarged tr include
alsn the west half of both Sectirns 6 and 7 of T~wnship 1, Range
2 Bast. 4nd this to resolve the problen of non-resident pupil
enyolluent attending at Strassberg Schrnl fron Post Rrad Schoel
District. Six and a half years later on April the 9th 1959,
Strassberg lost a small assessment and a small pupil count 4o
Houston tn help resolve & non-resident pupil enrnllment in that
district.

Then effective January the first, 1967, Strassberg S.D. No, 757
merged with Bdenberg S.D. No. 330, Gretna S.D. No. 336 and Silber-
feld S¢D. Hn, 1590 tn forn the Cons~lidated School District of
Gretna o, 330.

I have nnt forund recorded evidence of a Public Schonl being
nperated in Strassberg arca prior t» 1918 oxr thereabouts. Al-
though Schonl Inspectrr T. G. FPinn (who reported te the Minister
of Bducation from this area at the time) referred to Strassberg
(and please nrte the spelling ~f the nane) as being one of the
older districts,

Interviews with kn-wledgable penple of the area have indicated
o ny satisfaction that a Private Schrnl was being operated near
to the site ~f the present [i. L. Heinrichis farm homne prior ® 1915,
I have been told thet the school building on that site could brast
nf a built-in teacherage with rocms on both the main floor and
upstairs, iy infrrmation is that usually the enrollment in that
schonl had been arrund 15 pupils.

I understand that in Strassberg it was n~t a case of both The
Public and the Private schnnls operating at the same time. une
of the reasons frr that circumstance might have been that in thrse
early years Strassberg area was not well drained, and therefnre
lacked the population t» sustain the necessary enycllment of a
Public Schoel., Hewever I stand t~ be corrected on these statenents.

As I understand i%, in 1915 the Private Schonl building was
moved by horse prwered winech to a new locatinn one mile east but
remaining on the seuae section. I take it that it was operated as
a Public Schinrol ~n that site, I do nnt know if Mr. J. F. Green-
way was apprinted as ufficial Trustee nf Strassberg Schnol District
in those years. HNor have I been able tn find out whoe the first
elected Trustees were.

Inspector ©. G, Finn in his repoxrt to the Minister ~f Educati-n
in 1920 wrrte that "Strassburz! had erected a theroughly mndern
one room structure. Mr. Henry Pappel (n~w deceased) built that
schnol. But it might have been in 1918 that the new sch~nl was
built. The teacherage nn the site when the district closed its
school in 1966 was a fairly new building. Strassberg operated as
a Clnsed 8chnel Distriect frem Januvaxry 1, 1966 +ill January 1, 1967
when it merpged with Gretma and nthexr districts to form Gretna
Cons~lidated., #¥r, Elvin J. Klassen was the last teacher tn in-
struct in Strassberyg Schenl, ending his term in June of 1966. iis
trtal enrnlliuient was 18 pupils Lor that schrol year.

Jac. Klassen, John Wahl and Anton Loeppky were the last Board
of Trustees of 3trassberg School District. Jac. Klassen serving
as Chairmnan and John Wahl as Secretary-Treasurer.



PartiITHG THRU THE YRARS

I realige that I dr net qualify t» speck »n forming thru the
years since I an meither a successful farmer nnr am I nld. HOw-
ever, since thc crumittes asked for it and since I have been
comnected with farming all ny life, I will endeaver tn bring »ut
snae ~f ay experiences and impressinrns ~f faraing and its changes
and devel-paents asg they crie to ne.

Let me begin at the beginning; ny late father kept a diary.
une day I came up"n gne entries nade in January, 1914; here are
a few excerpts: Jan. 11, very nild--hnrses are out "n pasture.
Jan, 12, the jecrsey cow freshened tnday. dJdan, 13, nn entry.

Jan. 14, n» centry. Jan. 15, weather still very nild--boys waled

to schonl taday. 'nat is sn remarkable abrut that? ¥Well, on

Jan, 14 T was b~ rn but he did not consider it »¥ enrugh importance
to enter this in his diary.

Well, I was nat very long in this world when he f~und that
he enruld put wme T~ use., I was abrut six years old when I was
handed a Lily "Miite syrup pail and told to keep the swill barrel
in the pig pen filled.

Pron this I graduated ¥» herding crws »n the rnad-side with ay
nlder brother., I remeaber once, when he sent e £rr drinking
weter and u~ther gave us some lemrnade in a stone jug. The day
was hot, the way l-ng and the lenonade sweet s» by the time I gn
to the grazing site the jug was ncarly enpty. Iy brother was about
% aile down the rHad so I put the juy drwn and sat and waited fox
him., By the tine he g0t t~ where I sat he was indeed thirsty and
tr0k a heerty drxink ~f the remaindex ~f the learnade. Nt 1long
after this he started tn eomplain of a orawly feeling in his
stomach. What happened was that I hrd set the lemnonade jug next
to an ant hill and the jug had no stopper, s~ guess what!

When I was nine years nld I turned plowman, My brother was
given the uvliver plow with the easy rperating lifting devise-==
I got the rld Corckshutt with the mechanism hard to operate. To
this day I wwnder why; it wes a torment at every end t» get the
thing int~ and ~ut »f the grougd; I als» grt the lagiest horses.
The youngsters ~f t~day will never know the agrny of a small boy
with a plugged pl~w, oxr the torture of following a 2-horse tean
pulling a three section harrow endlessly back and forth along
the field, casting envinus looks at big brether conafortably seated
on the cultivat r ~r drill. They would net believe that t~ harrow
20 acres wag a g~~d day's work and that you had % walk the hrrses
a mile and half h-~me at nomn, unhitch, fced and water them, eat
dinner, rest a bit and then back again. They will nevexr know the
endless miles frxron the Nrrth east quarter nf this seotirn when ve
are now, to Gretna by hnrse and wag n delivering fifty bushels of
wheat and the terrrr »f not making it beck belfrre derk when yru
are only ten yecars nld,

But neither would they know the thtill of the threslier crew
arriving, with all its nnise and shouting, with %m. V. Heinrichs,
dwarfed by the size T his Universal tract-r, standing at the wheel
and turning it this way and that for all he was worth as he man-
uevered it intn plaoce fox a perxrfect lineup with the separatnr,

Nor will they kncw the carly aoraing sound of Cil Pulls, édoguls ~r




Jaterlno Boys starting up during tareshing scason.

At the age nf 13 I was comuisgioned to operatec my brother
Dovid's brand new Acme sheaf loader pulled by four horses. sgain
the job was rut ~f propertion teo ny size and 2pe but it made ne
feel grewn up and besides I had already had my first cigeret in
the sunflower patch curtesy nf Frank Schrreder, now of Camrnse,
Alberta, Wuen I reached the age of 15 and was almnst cld enough
to drive the lrader I was shifited ©n sheaf pitching; here again I
was overlrcaded as everyone wh has drne this will undersiand but
azain my pride undergirded ae and I never played out, but a sh wer
of rain was always welcrne.

In the late 20's nr early 30's ilx., David Heiurichs did a rash
thing and purchased the fixrst eniabine, ~r reaper thresher as they
were then called. IV woes 2 Nichols & Sheppard and was so Licavy
that when the 35 bushel linpper got full the steel wheeled 16-20
MeCormick started spinuing and the hrpper had o be unlraded to get
things gring again,

Hr. Heinrichs als~ pinneered in buyin* the first rubber tired
tractor in the district; here alsn he was considered radical at
that tiae. The secrnd ennbine was purchased by Mr., Peter Nickel
in 1938; this was a llassey Hao rris rne nan operated wachine driven
by the powerx take-ﬁfi nf their ilrdel D Jrlm Decre which incident-
ally was the ultimate in troctrrs at thiat tine. I[In live power
shafts in th-se days, and I can still see uanitnn Lneppky slanaing
the gearshift int~ neutraland frantically engaging the clutch again
to prevent plugging in heavy gnhing. Threshing Srom stnoks died a
slow death and tlie last one t» give it up was John J. Friesen, who
with his outfil and gang £frund en~ugh custoiiers to keep him going
i1l 19

With Dbetter tractors coming -~ut every year, acre and more farmers
discarded their teams af horses and tonk to tractor farming, which
was the best thing that cnruld happen t- the hrrse; all thrse whn
remenber farming by horse cannont but recall the miserable teans
of the thirties when feed was scarce, ~r the cruel shrulder s res
and ‘the swelt&ring heat and the flies during the sumaerfallow

plowing time., The advent of nodern nachinery brought mrre liesure
and 1ess wnrk I+r the farner---oxr s» said the wachine company &ads.
But it did net turn cut that way « Machinery nade pnssible the
raising i special crops, and these necded a cexrtain amount of
hand labrur, and I rencuber hrw the beet thinning crews crept drwn
the & wnile rews on hands and knees with slicxrt handled hines fox
less noney per day than many of us a'w #£arn in an bour. While
tiis situation lias been alleviated consicerably by iaproved plant-
ing and culvtivating teclmmiques it is svill a tedi~us way to earn
your bread. and with suuflowers and late flax to harxvest it is
usually nid-N-veavexr by tiie tine Jehn ¥Wahl puts lhiis cnabine up
frr the winter.

Well, this is iivw we do it, now the questinn why do we do it%?
It used tr be that the faily with a z sectirn, four horses o
work it, tw~ ox tliree cnws, two pigs and one hundred or s~ chick-
ens was cnnsidered well tn do---and he was, In our feverish efinrts
to nake a~xe noney have we 1lnst sipght of the true values nf 1lifle?




We must have missed the words »f o~ur Savior in the Sexmon on

the lMrunt when He said, "Do no: be anxinrus, saying, What shall we
eat? or what shall we drink? or what shall we put »n? Ye would
also dn well t~ be mindful ~f the rich faraer in Iuke ch. 12
whoa the Inrd called a ool becausc aie was s obsessed with his
farming end was nnt rich as regards Gnd.

Tet me o~nclude with annther saying of the Lord Jesus from the
Sern~n on the lirunt: "Seek First the Kingdon ~f Grd and His
justice and all these things shall be glven you besides; there-
fore be nnt anzious about tomorrow foxr tomnrraw will have anxiet-
iss of its own." And some advice frru the apostle Paul: "Mihether
you eat nr whether y~u drink nr shatever ymu do; dn it all t» the
glhry of Goad",



THE HISTORY O THE HAIBSTADT POST OFFICE AND STORE

The first post office at Halbstgdt was started by lir. Jacob Heinrichs, one
milesouth and one-h2lf mile west of the present post office and store. Mr.
Heinrichs kept the post office till the year 1905, when the post office was
moved over to the C, C. Fehr store at it's precent location. Mr. Fehr remained
postmaster from 1905 till March of 1919, when he sold his store to P.B. Sawatsky
and Frank F.Schroeder, these two men operzted the post office jointly for
approximately one and onc-half years. After this, the post office was opereted
by Mr, Sawatsky 2nd his family. During this time, Mr. Sawatsky ventured into a
number cof other services or businesses. In 1923, he sterted a2 hauling business
where he hauled merchandice to and from Winnipeg with a car and treiler. In 192L,
he purchased his first truck. In the deys that he was still with us, he quite often
remminissed on how he hauled merchendice to and from Winnipeg in the 1920's when
the #1l; highway had been built, He told us that he often had to leave the
highway's tracks to pass an oncoming vehicle, getting stuck in the process. When
this happened, they had to unload the whole truck, drive back onto the highway,
and then rcload the whole truck, and start the truck down the highway again. On
some occasions he had to do this about four or five times on a single trip. lr.
Sawatsky was also one of the first to obtain the P.5.V, liscence for these
services in southern Menitoba. In 192f, he ventured into the Custom threshing
business and the Custom hatchinz business, He kept up these businesses for about
for about ten years, but continued for a2 few more years in the Custom threshing
business. '

In 1945, Mr,. Sawatsky had to vetire from active business due to ill health.

In August of 1945, lr, Carl Dawatsky wee apnointed Postmaster. The hauling business,
long run by Mr. cawatsky was now opereted by Fenry and Carl Sewatsky for Mr.
Sawatsky for three yesrs. After this, the transfer business was rented to Henry

and Carl and was operszted by them for the next ten years as Sawatsky Bros. However,
the Transfer was sold to H .N. Sawatsky in 1SL7, who owned and opersted for the nex
ten years . In 1957, David Cawatsky joined Henry and Carl and purchaced the
Transfer businzss from H.ll. Sawatsky. From this time on, they have operated the
Store and transfer as Sawateky Bros. In 1965, they expanded their business to
Emerson, and, in 1965, they expsnded their business to Altona,

We are glad to see that the Post Office is still open after seventy-five
years of service. This is especielly significant, sincein recent years, many
small arca P ost Offices have been closecd.




A Historical Recrrd of the talbstadt Credit Union

It has becone my obligation to relate my views as to Low ihe
Halbstadt Credit Union originated and how it prrogressed forxr better
than twenty-five years. IHMany people might have and no doubt did
some thinking in rezards 4o oxganizing here in this rather small
farming comaunity, but it fell upon five local citizens in the old
village of Halbstadt to sit down and discuss very superficially
credit unions.

Ho recnrrd has been kept of it ox f the provisinonal board which
was later elected Lo proceed with discussion group methods of
faniliariging ourselves with the structure of credit unions. For
myself it was during an agricultural course offered by the Rhine-
land Agricultural Institute, (better known as the RAI) Altona,
where Bd Hrwe inspired me as to the value a credit union could
have in any given connunity. Truthfully it required more than
half a year frx e to voice nmy hopes, successfully iunteresting even
my clnsest friends as to the value and feasibility of operation &
credit union at Halbstadt.

It sonn became apparent that after having agreed to studying in
a discussion group that we needed outside help Fo answer the many
questions that arose during the study. It seens to ae that ur,
Died Irewen then lianager of tiie Altona Credit Union, did invaluable
woxk in this regard. Ior fear of having forgotten the many people
who were helpful right from the start, ien like P. P. Hickel and
P. D. Klassen and nany others morally and plhysically helped to
get our Credit Union started.

Soune of the huasrous ideas we debated at cur first board neet-
ing was the term «Ff chairman. Some Felt that due to the fact that
the secretfary sat in the chair, he must be the clairman; others
again felt that the president was tlie chairman, This took several
meetings hefnre we resolved that problen.

Coming back te our organization meeting, thirty-nine members
agreed to Torm the Halbstadt Credit Union. uf interest might als-
be who the first comaittee men were and also who was our first
treasurer., OUn the Borard of Directnrs were Henry Sawatzky, Peter
Nickel, Frank Schr~eder, Peter B, Friesen, Peter D, Klassen, J. W.
Heinrichs, and William P, 2Zacharias. The credit committee electecd
were Carxrl Sawatzky, Peter Ifickel aad ilenry Sawatzky. The Super-
visory Comnittec consisted of W. W, leinricus, I. I. Hildebrand,
and Jacob P, Friesen. At our first direcitnrs meeting on April 2,
1943 Peter B. Friesen was appointed our first treasurer., our first
seven yeaxrs we made relatively slow progress. Assds hovered
around the $12,000.00 nark for quite a few years. Due to the ract
that we could n~t pay a decent salary, treasurers were hard to
che by. Als~ we could nnt afford a permanent office, wiich also
hindered ~ur prngress considerably. PFrr tlie two abnve mentioned
reasons we considered uerging with Altena. However when a number
of people resisted this move, Sawatzky Bros. Henry and Carl agreed
to take nver management and the office in the store at Halbstadt.
After that assets grew quite rapidly. With Carl Sawatzky as
nanager and the office being open six days a week, it appeared
that penple acquired the confidence necded to make a success of
the Credit Union.




With a relatively rapid growth in both businesses, thie Credit
Uninn and the Halbstedt store it again becane impossible for Carl
Sawatzky to handle the job as manager. ‘le jointly agreed, the
Halbstadt Credit Union and Sawatzky Bres. t» hire a manager who
would als~ scrve part tiume as a clerk in the strre. tir, John
Schroeder succeeded Carl Sawatzky as manager. Even as late as
nine yeers after organizing, the minutes reveal that Carl Sawatzky
was paid the siaggering sum of $15,00 a wnth. It might be said
that those were the days when penple still believed in charity.

During the years John Scihrrneder manapged the Society the growth
assetwise was possibly the fastest nf 26 years nf Credit Union
existance., No doubt there are many recascns for this, some of which
come to mind are that the econcay ~f the country expanded rapidly
at that time, as well as that for the tine we had a manager devot-
ing his full time to the promwotion nf the Credit Union, also that
we accepted members beyond the imacdiate Halbstadt area. It was
alse during this tine that the meabers agreed tn build an office
of their own. It was indeed a very proud arment for the entire
crmaunity when the droxs of this new building were opened. In
sone respects we were becoming so successful that we appeared 1o
be the training area fnr wanagers. Both John Schrreder and nur
manager Donald eiarichs were examples of this, Uthexr positive
gaing made as result of the existance nf the credit union was the
experience acquired by many people wiio served on tue various
committees. Ilany have since attained prsitions as a direot resuld
of their experience at the credit uninn,

Lyoking back at snue of the areas where we failed in my opininn
are 1.) our failure te successfully assimilate inte our three
committees people ni other denrminations and 2.) we night have
emplnycd young nen whe could have wanaged after the managers were
pronoted. There imust have been nany other nmistakes made but one
of the easiest things in life is ¥n lonk back and criticize. Iar
more difficult though I am sure who has ever served as a directer
knows that to convince your fellow direcinrs of any given idea.
Why I say this is tn illustrate the fact that oxganizations auch
as credit uninons are combined ideas nf many people.

In total six different men sexrved as manager oX the Halbstadt
Credit Union, Illr. Henry Rempel served in the lete forties and
Douglas Adams was ~ur last nanager.

The organizatirn seecnsd tn have atieined the ultimate potential
nrbtainable in ‘the late sixties. wvur assets had hovered aroung
he half million dollar maxk for several ysars. vur last manager
Doug Adams had »n many omasions expressed a desire to leave for
Breener pastures, ¥° we again had to shop aroung for a manager.
Since our helper at the tine was not prepared tr assume the man-
agexr’s position the brard of Directimrns than looked at the alter-
natives facing us, We could hire inexperienced manager oxr uerge
with neighboring credit unions. After confronting the meabers
with orur probleu they eventually decided tr join with the Altona
Credit Uninn,

Many things thet could hnve been mentioned have been left un-
said in this report. It would have been nice t» prepare a report
like this with nrre time. So many people whn scrxved as Secretary
President, board and committee menbers ought t~ have been mentinoned.




There were 2 nunber who made major contributions towards
successfully nperating the Halbstadt Credit Union,

In ay humble opinion thexe would be no one who would re-
gret having gone through with what I call an exercise. Fron
comuents or lack of them it secems to me the arrangement of
having an office at Halbstadt is serxving the area te the sat-
isfactiorn of the Helbstadt meubers.




U T1ONEER DAYOS

The general community here was originally settled prior to 1974 by non-
Mennonite settlers. Popular names were Haywards, Maculls, Irvins,

In 1874 the firstMennonites settled here, coming from the East Heserve where
they had landed the year before. It was treeless prairie country, except
along the banks of the Marais River, The oak trees growing on the banks of
Marais at that time were about three feet high in Halbstadt area. Further
east and north of Houston the young oak trees had grown to six feet. We
can only surmise at why that difference in the height of these young oaks,
The otherwise bald prairie itself had some patches of an oily bursh growing
on it. This grew to a height of about three feet. There was also a small
brush called Weston Snowberry ('Pepper grass'). This brush, formerly a
well-known growth, particularly in pastures, has by now largely disappeared
by modern agriculture and use of modern herbicides.

We have few sources of information available today on pioneer life in this
community. First, because many of those that would have been able to help

us in this respect, particularly from Houston and Strassburg area, immigrated
to Paraguay. Others left the district here for more favourable climates.

On The Dirty Thirties

We have much evidence, oral, written and pictured of how people of the
community managed to survive the '"Dirty Thirties'" also known as the depres=-
sion years.

In this modern time we hear much about recessions. But very few of us
know what a real depression is like, For a farming community a depression
starts when it has a series of crop failures. Crop failures in the dirty
thirties were caused by a lack of sufficient rainfall over a period of
years causing the water table to drop far below normal. TUklls, generally
twelve feet deep in this area, ran dry during the depression years. Some
farmers had no other recourse but to haul water by barrel or tank, not
only for their house needs, but also for maybe six horses and a herd of
ten or twelve cattle. Sometimes for a distance of 1% or 2 miles,

Quite a few ponds in the area were constructed with a team of horses and

a scraper. In later years the municipality purchased a dragline that they
made available at a net cost of $23.00 per pond to the drought striken
farming community. The balance of the cost was paid by P.F.R.A. This
dragline worked 24 hours a day and when moving from one farmer to the next
it travelled across field and raced at a rate of speed not exceeding 3/4
mile per hour. MNobody minded if the machine took a short cut across the
field for the sake of saving time. Indeed it was almost as good as a picnic
for us kids to go and watch the dragline work after dark.

But rainfall or not, it is reported of one farmer that he managed to grow

an eighth bushel to the acre crop of barley on a summerfallow field on

Gec. 3-2-12, on less than one-tenth of an inch of rainfall during the entire
season.

Grasshoppers were another crop hazzard of the Dirty Thirties, The farmer,
assisted by the municipality, went to great lengths to combat the problem.
Poison was mixed with bran and spread as bait for the grasshopper. Carloads
of bran were brought to local towns where it was mixed with the poison and
distributed to farmers. The Department of Agriculture provided instructions
to farmers on how to build a spreader in his own workshop. Grasshopper
catching apparatus were also used to catch the leaping pest and smother him
in a trough of used crankcase oil,



(2) Gf Pioneer Days

lMarquis, Renown, Reward were common varieties of wheat grown in those years
in this area. However, they were susceptable to rust, 1935, which was a
promising year, with abundant rainfall, turned out in the end to be almost
a disaster inasfar as the wheat crop was concerned. liany a field with a
potential of twenty or twenty-five bushel yield per acre was burned because
the actual yield did not even pay for the harvesting.

Marketing of farm products was a problem, beginning in pioneer days and
continuing in one form or another throughout most of the century. Transporta-
tion from farm to marketing centre was probably the first problem. In the
early years some farmers brought their product from our area to Winnipeg by
oxcart., Later grain products were bagged and hauled to platform at railhead
to be shipped to its final destination. Bulk loadings from granary via
horse-drawn wagon over the platform into the railroad cars was a later method
of moving farm produce, It was a two-man job to shovel the grain from

wagon box to the railroad car - one boxcar full in one day. How about you
modern young athletes -~ can you match that record?

Livestock was also shipped by railroad boxcar to Winnipeg stockyards. A
Mr. Fehr, a resident of Halbstadt area and local merchant, was the prominent
cattle buyer in those days.

Farmers also bartered eggs for merchandise at PMr. Fehr's and at Sawatzky's
Store. UMr. Sawatzky, in later years, set up a grading station for eggs at
his store,

The farmers started shipping cream in the 1930s. Some of the first people
who freighted cream from the farmer direct to creameries at Letellier or
Gardenton were Ed Brown, Lemfersweiler, D. H, Loewen, Feter Wiebe, D. N,
Wiebe, D. W, Hildebrand and P. B. Sawatzky.

Believe it oxr not, there were times when market pigs over 200 pounds sold
for $36.00 per dozen. OJome days cattle markets were so low that returns
did not pay for the frecight of shipping them to the packers,

Speaking of low prices, can you imagine a housewife using barley for fuel
in her kitchen range rather than send her husband to town to get some coal?
Yet the price of barley was so low that sometimes this was done.

General Cddities

R. B. Bennet was Prime Minister of Canada during those troubled years.
As a sign of the iimes, when people no longer could afford to repair and
drive their zutomobilies, they converted them to horse~drawn vehicles and
named them Bennet buggies-.

Pressed manure, otherwise known as 'Donkey block' was common fuel of the day.
Saskatchewan experienced a series of very dry years., Vheat, feed grain,
vegetables and even bales were shipped by the carload from lManitoba points

to help out.

And even here in Southern Manitoba, the municipality had to advance money
for seed and feed to help the farmer over the hump in spring months,

The natural channel of the Marais River one mile north of Halbstadt Store
was the cause of much grief for municipal authorities. Four long bridges




(3)

Of Fioneer Days

were required to serve the needs of transportation within distance of about
one-half mile of road. Houston School No. 1 was located very close to

these bridges. These bridges became arched bridges by the heaving of frost.
One day, Mr. Toews, driving the big municipal tractor, straightened one of
them out by driving his machine over it., About forty school children watched
in amazement.

Social functions such as weddings were often held in the home., For such
occasion, the neighbourhood pitched in to help by providing baked goods,
chairs, tables, cutlery and what-have-you on a voluntary but systematic

basis.

Help for the young couple from home often came in the form of certain
necessities, A Bible, song book, maybe a team of horses for the boy and a
cow or heifer for the girl,

Freparation for funerals, which were also held in the home, was alsoc a
neighbourhood responsibility. len like I, I, Hildebrandt, D, W. Hildebrandt
and Mr. Gerhart Friesen made coffins in the local area when the need arose.
The Burial Aid Society, as we know it today, came into being as the neigh-
bourhood way of helping each other became less acceptable and burial
expenses thus became highexr.




Reminiscences by Mrs, Abram P, Bergen

for Centennial Celebrations
of the
Houston-Halbstadt- Strassburg--5.0. July 19, 1970

I was born 86 years ago in the village of Sommerfeld, I grew up on my
father's farm attending private school. I married and lived our first 6
years in the Village of Sommerfeld. We moved to my present home 62 years
ago. When we moved here the road was a nice prairie sod, passable at all
times by buggy. This road was very nice compared to now (spring of 1970).
We bought this quarter of land for $4000.00 and it was mostly fenced with
an oily brush about 3 - 4 feet high, and pepper grass.

Having purchased some horses we started breaking this and grew grain on it
the following years. The hay for the horses was mostly made from the wide
road allowances with some oats fed to them. The Abram Friesens, Gnadenfeld,
threshed our first crop and the P. Heinrichses our next crop. We bought

our own threshing machine laterx,

We purchased a blue car from Mr, P, B, Sawatzky, using it for travelling,
sawing wood (fuel), and crushing grain., A Titan tractor was purchased
which eased the work of the horses somewhat. Our fuel for heating the
home consisted mostly of pressed manure with central heating (brick oven
in centre of house). Some fuel wood was procured a few miles east of
here and in later years some hauled from Dominion City from a Mr. Harms.

We have always attended the Sommerfeld Church which was built in 1991 by
my father-in-law and Jacob Friesen. Our children have always attended
school here. In winter they were transported by sleigh and team across
the prairie to school,

Most of our food was home-grown. Wheat was hauled to Gretna where 30-100
pound bags of flour were milled annually. Much of our bread was baked in
the outside brick oven for which tumble weed was gathered as fuel. My
boys even today still talk of how they detested that job, Our meat con-
sisted mainly of pork. Usually 3 or 4 pigs were butchered in fall and
cured for summer use. Some beef was also consumed with the heaviest
consumption during threshing. A crew of 20 men shared the table along
with the family at that time. The cellar was the main storage space for
winter food. These foods consisted of potatoes, cabbage, vegetables,
saurkraut and crocks full of home-made butter.

I still enjoy a few hobbies now. The main one is sewing and embroidery
work, I sometimes forget to put on my glasses and don't notice it right
away. I have fair health with good hearing and enjoy a visit from all

people.
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When I prraised o teach for a moath at Halbstadt I never
realized I weuld stay another five years. I never regretted 1it.
I learned to know the children and pe-~ple nf the coamunity and
alsn Jdid learn tn lrve and respect then.

Since this is nur centennial year we want to remeuber our
pinneers., Grendma Klassen was the oldest nenber ~f the district
then, ©She was o chieerful perscn. Then I left the schnnl she
presented me with a booklet of snngs in hexr own handwriting herx
children had learned at schonl. The Kauenlinfens lived a retired
life, but Mr. K. wruld tell me long strries nf the esarly settlers
and how he wirked on the Red River Brat., Hrs., K. was an honest
and diplemetic woman. She bore her state nobly.

1y hoae away freom hone was at Joc. Heinrichs. Susan and I were
intinate T riends, she set ne xright when she thought I was wrong--
she zave ~f herself, her time, her car f{reely. ©She was the one
whn saw t» it thet the Christiam hags for the pupils were made,
filled and in place. Her parents were very kind and hospitable.
Though llr. Heinrichs did net read, he remnenvered what had been
read to hia. It was a joy t° converse with hin, lrs. Heinrichs
was a very quiet aud humble wrhnan.

ilr, H, Friesen was a very gnod schnhol trustee. He always w0k

he children's side. Iany ~f you that went te schonl when woulc
perhaps n~t have had the treats y~u had at Christuas nr at picnics
had he n~t been ~n the b:ard. Mrs. FPriesen yru are tie oldest
resident now, Weill stand by you am you st nd by us.

lir, D. Klassen.was a"quiet man, but he had many interests.
Church, schnhnl, farming, fairs--2ll were part »f his life. He caue
tr see us long after we were narried. We appreciated it very much.
Mys., Klassen was a warn-hearted woman. I liked her vef 'rxe I metd
her because of what I saw in her children. Afterwards we becane
gon friends.

Waen I learned tn know the Jac. Abrans, ir. A. was 1ll in bed.
When we as a Sunday 3chrol went 4 sing for then he sand along
heartily and s» did Hrs. abrans. HMrs. Abraas was my friend from
then on.

Mr. Peter Wickel was one of tile men who cane t» hire me, and
whenever 1 caile v tlieir hrome I received a warm welecone, Mrs.
Nickel was talented in chrosing and iaking very appropriate gifts.
Bvery Christuas I wag at Halbstadt a different menber of hex
family would present ve with one. Thank-y-ul

Mr., P. Heinrichs was lrunely, a wid wer. e lived with tie
Krahns, Helen and Sara, Ve've visited many an houx tngether,
he save advice ~n home remedies freely, !r. and irs. ¥m, Helnrichs
tonk me in as a Geaprrary boarder, in fall of 1928, After the two
little ronms at schanl were cleaned I mrved intn the "Teacher's
residence™., The squirrels shared the ccllaxy with ne as a stnre
rnnil, But the classronn was clrse at hand, Ne bicks t» forget,
nnr te carry.



Schonl - During thnse days, to be a teacoer aeant to be a janitor
ton, clean, fire, etec. UT course pupils helped gracirusly and ~ften
without any pay. 4anna Falk cleaned mny classrrom often ~nly for a
supper of pancnkes and syrup. The beoys were a great help in
carrying cnral, shnvelling si~w, etec. Teaching eight grades was
a full tine jrb and sonetines we used the nnrning or after four
for extra woxrk., Ceoxrn. P. Sawatzky used to cnme tn schnnl at 7:30
and had.tn. sit till..eight n'clock and learn his cetechisn. I
renenber very vew late comers. Snme pupils helped with the little
people, Susan Friesen, Jac. Nickel, and Diedrich Klassen. The
latter was a kind ~f disciplinarian ~n the pleyground and hall,
I don't think he ever realized it.

Friday aftern>on we did a bit of sewing, knitting, basketry
and wrodwnrk,

Church - Since we had nn chureh building, all Sunday mrrIning wor-
ship services were held at schnnl., The Bergthaler, the Rudner-
weide and the Snanerfelder ministers tr~nk their turns., The penple
attended all the services. It nmeant t~ have the classr~om ready
and the livingronm frxr a lobby. Wien Mr, H. A, Heinrichs was
trustee his sons came t~ put in the benches ete. 3Sunday after-
noon we rearranged the classrr~n and were ready for llonday. DBut
we surely had blessed tines. e send heartily, we praye! fervently,
we all knew eaclhi ~ther. Rev. Lreppky, Rev. Bern. Neufeld and Rev,
Priesen visited us usually mnce in wintexr as & schnnl., It gsave

us dourage t~ g~ "n in the task af teaching after they shrwed us
they cared.

Sunday Schirel - I'or sone tine we had Sunday SchHnl, Sara Heinrichs
had the little nnes in ny kitchen-livingrorn and I had the olderx
ones in thie classroon, Ve had no mutlined lessmns. The less ns
were a crniinuati-n of the weeks half h-ur religious instruction.
e read the 3ible, tnld strries, learned songs and verses.

Jugendverein - after we had storted a choixr soue ne apprrached ne
tn ask Rev. ILoeppky t» help us start a Jugendverein. He was an
nld man, had been through many experiences in his work, and his
answer was, '"aren't you afraid you!ll cause trouble?" But he
stood by us, caue t~ our nmeetings and gave talks. ounce I re-
nenber he admr~uislied the youth t» rcad God's woxd, tc pray, lezrn
songs and read gnnd books s? they wruld becrine strong Christians,
We still thank the nlder residenis f~r helping us then.

Chrir and vrchiestra - The event of starting & chrir was an ex-
citing one. We sang at the Jugendverein, at Christnan and
Taster propgrens. The men in the group were the aore talented, if
it hadn't been I~x their consideration and patience the whole
endeavor wruld have failed. WYe girls had very medircre v~ices
and the leadcr was quite uncapable ~f her position, but soue nne
had t-~ swing the batn. Much credit went to Crrn. Zacharias who
played the nrizan and thus helped us t~ sing trgether,
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Annther zroup that often gathered at the school was what
we proudly called nur Urchestra. The men and w nen caane and
played their guitars and vionlins. At todays standards they
perhaps had not rated very high but we enjoyed it thoxoughly
and gladly accrapanied with ~ur singing.

Deaths - Ve shall not f~rget thrse theat passed nn during th-se

years - lr, H. H. Heinrichs, Ilr. Jac., abrais, Helen Heinrichs (21),

Bddie Friesen (5). Mr. Heinriclis and lr. aAbrams had l-ng ill-
nesses to g~ thru and everyrne was relieved when they were laid
to rest, but when & maiden nf twenty--ne passes s» suddenly all
are shocked and the question arrises Why? or Yhat for? 3She
asked the yrung penple nnt t» foxrpget hexr. This is t» her memnxy.
The accidental decth of Eddie Friesen slinrok us all to the very
depths, He was such a loving child and s~ pretty. lMaybe Gnd
gave hinm ~nly fnr a little while sn we cruld love hin.

I cruld not clrse this report without mentioning ny inmediate
neighbrrs, Rev., Klassen as preacher, singer, Scherl trustee, lirs,
Klassen whn drctrred me when I was ill and conf-rted me with hexr
presence after the death ~f ny sister. The P. G. Friesen$ were
clonse ton, lirs, Friesen with her quiet way weas hard t» win but
we were ond arxe still friends, The Peter Falks and tlie Jac. P.
Heinrichs have left their influence ~n me. irs. Heinrichs still
is often in ny mind. BShe is a brave wraan,

Thank yru all s» auch f£or what you did for me and were 1o ne.
Gnd bless you alli

Mrs. Anna Braun (nee Peters)




