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In memory of the early settlers who 
pioneered to make our district a place 
they were proud of and passed the chal­
lenge on to their children and the suc­
ceeding generations. 

This book was started for Manitoba's 
centennial in 1970 and brought up to date 
for printing in 1972. 
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THE SCHOOL 
MINUTES OF FIRST MEETING 

July 14th 1886 
Meeting wa>; called to order by call­

ing Mr. Rutherford to the chai r. 
Moved by Ben Swanso n seconded by 

George Nairne that J ohn Tait act as 
secretary. Carried. 

Moved by William Tait >;econded ill' 
Ben Swanson that Samuel Ruth erfo rd 
act as tru stee. Carried. 

Moved by William Dickoon >;econd ed 
by Moses KealEY th at Ben S wanson act 
as trustee. Carried. 

Moved by Ben Sw"n>;on >;econded by 
'¥illialll Tait that :::;am uel F01'l'e:·£ act 
as trustee. Carried. 

Moved by William ' r ait >;econded by 
Ben Swanson that \·Villiam Dickson and 
:Moses Kealey act as auditors. Carried. 

Mr. Thohey \Va>; th en ca lled to the 
chair and the tru stees were duly SWOI'11 

in. - Samuel Rutherford 
July 19th 1886 

Meeting was called to order by M r. 
Rutherford takin g the chair. 

Moved, seconded and carried th a t 
Ben Swanson act a:::; Secre tal'y-Tl'eas. 
and that he be paid twenty-five dollars 
for his services. 

Moved, seconded a nd carried that the 
secretary post noti ces callin g a meet ­
ing of th e ratepayers on the 18th da,·. 
of September a t eight p.m. for the pur­
pose of considering the advisabiJi ty of 
raising by way of loan for the pUl'posP. 
of buildin g· and furn ishing a school 
house. 

Meeting th en adjourned. 
Samuel Rutllerfol'cl 

September 7th 1 S86 
Meeting was called by Mr. Ruth er­

ford tal;jng the chai r. 
'The Secretary-Treasurer th en r ead 

tenders for building the School house. 
Tenders from F. Pound $650.00 

3 

Wrn. Taylor $575.2:; 
J. Kerr $511 . Oil 

Resolved that Mr. Joseph Kerr get 
the contract, accordingly an agi'eement 
was drawn up ·and was signed by trus­
tee>; and Mr. Ke rr. 

MIDDLETON SCH OOL 

Middle ton School, built by >; ome of 
the pioneers, >; tarted to operate "'OY­

ember 29, 1886. It was named Middle­
ton after Genera l Middleton of the Riel 
Rebellion of 1885. 

Education being essential, the pio­
Heen; iJui lt th e school as soon as their 
homes were com pleted. 

Some of the pioneers were: 
Messrs. 

John Johns 
James Be rry 
William Storey 
Ben Swanson 
Edward (Teddy) 

Can'iss 
George Nairne 
Jack Tait 
Matt Rielc1 ell 
Bi lly Dickson 
Moses Kealey 

James Con way 
Tom Toohey 
Tom Boyle 
John Falls 
,\. Rutherford 
T om Nairne 
.\ Ibert Owens 
Dave Lowry 
Sam FOJ'l'est 
Gideleon Owens 
Jim An derson 
Enton s and K elT 

Wh en Middleton was forlll ed there 
were two educational boards. a Pr.otes­
tant board and a Catholic board. T he 
form ation was appro\"ed on the thir­
teent.h da y of :\[a), 1885 anel the Min ·­
ute Book of the Protestant boa rd reads 
as follow >; : 

MiddlE'ton (named Carleton in by­
Jaw) school district. containing ten 
Pro testant children of school age tn 
consist of the foilowing l and ~ : 

Secticn s 1~. ~O. 21 3 7 W 
22, 23, 24 
25. 26 , 27 :l 8 \V 
34, 35, 36 



TIle land -where the school was bnilt 
was originally bought from Mr, Too­
hey, 'The school was moved in J 900 to 
the corner of 26 -3-8, 
Deed Reads: 

May 22, 1900 from Andrew Ruther­
ford to Middleton school (No, 404) 
board one acre of land N.E. corner of 
N.E . quarter 26-3-8 for the SlUn of $20, 
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M IDDLETON DI STRICT HOLDS 

75t h ANN IV ER SARY REU NION 

The C0l1ll11enlOl'ation of the 75th An­
niversary of the opening of Middletoil 
Schoo) was celebrated on Saturday the 
24th of June at the annual Middleton 
Scho.ol Picnic on the farm of Mr. Ken 
Young. 
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Middleton School officially started in 
November 29, 1886. 

Teacher: Miss Elizabeth Abbott 

Pupils: 
S. Forrest, 13; Mary Forrest, 12; Ar­

ch ie "'orrest. 10; Isabella Forrest, 10; 
Esther Falls. 13; Rebecca Falls, 11; 
Sarah Falls , 9. 
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'There were a number of pupils and 
one tea.cller who had attended the' 
school prior to J 920. They were Miss 
Bethel GJ'aham, former teacher and 
pupils Dr. and Mrs. J. A. Swanson, Ed 
Owens and Mrs. Isabel Collins all of 
Winnipeg, W. Govier and Lloyd Mit­
chell of Crystal City, Mrs. Bessie An­
drew, Tl1ornhill, and L. Jones of La 



75TH REUNION JUN E 24th, 1961 

Back Row _ Bill Govier, Bill Johns, T om Nairne, Ed Owens, Bob Nairne, Dr. Swanson. 

Front Row - Bethel Graham, Mrs. ( E. Checkley ) Beckett, Mrs. Dr. Swanson, Mrs. 

Tom N ai rn e. 

FORMER TE ACHERS OF M IDDLETON SCHOOL A TTE NDING THE REUNION 

Back Row - Miss Jess ie M ac kintosh, Mi;;s Myrt l.:: 3c:,ad, I\irs. Jack S rowi1 ( Mildred 

Neelin ), Mrs. Gordon Ra msay ( Jean Ferguson). Mrs. Jelln I-lamilton ( l aura Vincent ) . 

Front Row - Miss Bethel Graham, Mrs. Bill Maloney ( Reta McD owe ll ), Mrs. Sam T a it 

( Kae Mc L eod ), Mrs. Jack Mcintosh ( Jea n Mc Donald), M rs . George Thcx ton ( Ka e £,Iater ) 
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Rh-iere. Mr!=)_ C. 13iggar, Kaleida. M el Winnipeg, 1\11's. Vivian Ferguson, l\1ani­
Stone, OarJing ford, Mr, and Mrs, T. tou , and our present teacher Miss Jes­
I\airne, R. Nail'll e , Mrs, E. S. Checkley , sie Mackintosh, 
E. Tait. H. Dicl,son, Mrs, Marj Young;· Mr, Alf Fry of tbe Opawaka District, 
F::. Carswell. J . Hancock, Clarence Han- class of '88 is enjoying good health , but 
coch: and Ml':::;. J. Hard y all o f Manitou. was unable to attend. 
;VII's , H. Leatherda le and W. Johns of The afte rnoon was spent with the 
t he Middleto n District. pupils' ball game and variety of races, 

Also attending were form er teach ers Also th e school was open for anyone 
since that time - Miss Myrtle Scha rf. interested in viewin g the display of 
La Riviere, MI'!:). Kay 'fait. Manitou . pictures of former pupils and the his-
Mrs, Reta Moloney, Kaleida, Mrs. Jean tory of th e schoo l. 
}!cln bosh, Ma nitou , Mrs. 'Catherine Following th e blessing asked by 
Tll ex ton . Balrnoral. l\Tan .. Mrs. Laura Mr. Bob Nairne, some 200 people sat 
Hamilton a nd ;III's. Mi ldred Brown of down to a picnic supper , which ended 
;liiddleton Di strict, Mrs, Jean Ramsay, an enjoyable re-union afternoon, 

-----=-'------=-='--

SA LE AT THE SCHOOL 

Middleton Sch oo l Dis trict 1\'0. 404 
"'as legally disso h'ed in 1962 as the 
result of a resident electors vote to go 
into Consolidation. The school wa s 
closed in June 1962. 
Boa rd: Fred S prung - Cha irman; Laura 
Hamilton - Secretary-Treasurer ; Alex 
Young. '~' illiam Berry. 
Teacher: ~ I iss J essie Mac kintosh, of 
Manitou. 
Pupils : 

I: Elya Derry, Dia n ne Checkley, 
11 : L1o~'d Dalllllga l' t. DayidsOll Beny. 

Deborah Brown . Brent Checkley. Mary 
l-fami lton. 

III : lml I lam ilton. Linda Pedersen. 
TV: l\furie Be1T~1. Thomas S pl'ung. 
Y: Elaine Baumgart. Richard Brown , 
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MOVING THE SCHOOL 

Mary Pedersen, Doreen Young, J ames 
Young. 

VI: Es the l' Baumgart, Eliza beth 
Hanlilton , Dia ne Young. 

VII: Judith Young, 
VIII: Thomas Hamilton , May Peder­

sen. Linda Young. 
J·ohn Ha milton, William Ha milton , 

Richard Hamilton, Ronald Wadding­
ham, Willia m Baumgart chose to go to 
Darlingford while the remaining resi­
dents went to Manitou, 

The school and contents were sold 
at public auction in the fall. The school 
Building was purchased by the CiOngre­
gation of the Full Gospel Mission who 
moved it to th e town of Darlingford 
where they use it as their meeting 
place, 



Back Row - J ack Na"irne, Irvin Storey, To m Car r iss, Bob Carriss, Bob Jones , Kat"'! 

Jones, Aida S,torey, Lillie Lowry , May Nairne , Mabel Jones, L"aura Bo y le , Irene Jones , 

Lillie Anderson. 

S eco nd Row - Ruby Swanson, Ne "lie Low ry, Eva Johns , La u ra Swanson, Annie 

Swa nson. 

Third Ro w - Teanie Nairne, Ethel Tait, Bessie A nderson , Elsie Johns, May Anderson. 

Fo urth Row - Fred Carriss, Hugh Nairne (Toot) , J ackie J ohns , Willie Anderson, Nor­

m an Anderson, Jimmie J ones, Ed Tait. Bobbie Na irne , George Anderson , John Carriss. 

1886 November 29th 

Samuel Forrest 1) 
Archie Forrest 10 
Esth-er Palls 13 
Sarah Falls 9 

November 30th 
S. Ericks 14 

1887 

PUPILS 

(cousin of Talte) 

Samuel Falls "14 (Feb. 21) 
Jl!1nn1.e Storey 

1888 

1889 

1890_ 

1891 

Thomas Mcotray 

Alfred Fry 
Annie Carriss 

Annie Dickson 

Walter Johns 
Lucy Swanson 
Pearl Owens 
Annie Swanson 
Richard. Falls 

Edgar Owens 
Florence Carriss 
Mary Kealey 
Thomas Nairne 
Mervin Owens 
lilred Tai t 

14 (Feb. 1) 
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Mary Forrest 12 
Isabella Porrest 10 
Rebecca Palls 11 

Evelyn Palls 
Harry Mootray 
George Compton 

William Mootray 
Dolly Carrlss 

George Lowry 

Pearl Falls 
Alexander Swanson 
Sam Dickson 
Jennie Lowry 

Lila Storey 
Harvey Dickson 
Mary Nairne 
John Conway 
George Tait 
Willie Berry 



1892 
Mabel Johns .. Ann-! e Lowry 
Edna Swain Prank Swain 
Llla Swain Edward Carries 
WHIle Bl1s1and Th'omss Berry 
MaDel Conway Herbert Davidson 

1893 
James Allen Gladys Allen 
Albert Storey John Diekson 
May Berry Arthur Berry 

1895 
"aud Carriss Walter Johns 
Lome Swanson Lily Lon,. 
'l'hom&s Carries Play Conway 
Eva Johns Jackie Nairne 
Ucla Storey L1ly Anderson 
Edgar Owens 

1896 
Richard LoW%'7 l'Iargaret Lowry 
L1lla May Lowry Samuel Coll1ns 
JIIay ' Walrne Edgar Boyle 
Irvin Storey Lawrence Swanson 
William Anderson Laura Swanson 
Bleanor Storey 

1897 
Bob Nairne Tred 36hllB 
B"ob Carr1es Laura Boyl.s 
:S-eatrlee Grant Edd1e Lowry 

1898 
Myrtle Conway Herbert Storey 
George Anderson Laura S~8on 
Bert StOrey 

1899 
Jackie Johns John Sprung 
John Carries Bugh Nairne 

1900 
Ruby S.anson lIIaude Law 
Play Anderson Elsie Johns 
-Rna Kirker Fred Carriss 
Perey Lalf L1zzie LolflT 

1901 
Irene Jones Kat-1e Jones 
Rabble Jones James Jones 

1902 
TOlD Clark John Drummond 
Ed Ta1t Esther Drummond 
Norman Anderson 

1903 
Veda "oore Char11e Whl te 
Leila Durn1n Wilbert Durn1n 
Plaud Me Murtry Bertha Me }IIurtry 

1904 
Teenle Na1rne Bessie Anderson 
James Bruee }IIabel .Bruce 
Clarence Me Murtry James Sm1 th 

- lIe11 Smith TollUbY Smith 
Archie Smith Ethel Talt 
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1906 - 1910 
Nellle Lowry 
Wtl11e Johns 
Jessie Hutter 
Bella Talt 
Florence Bell 
Elsworth Beatty 
Wl111e f! cNab 
George Stevens 
Alez" McJrab . 
Cyril Smith 
Arlene Hutter 
Eileen Hutter 
Dick Holmes 
Ethel Find lay 

1910 - 1920 
Clltt Hancock 
Roy M 1 tahell 
Evelyn Findlay 
Harold Jones 
Bella McNab 
LeslIe Jones 
Allen Jones 
lUna Hancock 
Otto Kinsman 
BeBsle Voros 
George Voros 
JUke Voros 
Allen Lowry 
Eddie Jones 
Allee Jones 
JessIe Lo,WT'Y 
Vera Hancock 
John Tode 
Eva MeNeil 

1920 - 1930 
TOI!lllY "1 tahell 
Lizzy Cadger . 
Ale% Young M 

Margaret bans 
'Melville Stone 
Alice Coates 
John Coates 
Clarence Blaokehaw 
8am McN1choll 
Wl111e McNioholl 
Erma ".lls 
Magaret McAuley 
!'red Cheekley 
Razel Jones 
Dick Maxwell 
Alberta Sprung 

. ',Moll,.' Cadger 

Alvin Cheekley 
Sus ie Schroeder 
Richard Hamllton 
MarguerIte Jones 
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Fred Johns 
Glen Hutter 
Harry Butter 
Gertrude Be'll 
Earl B'eatt.1 
~argaretta Butter 
W1llie GoTier 
"abel Goyler 
Donald McNab 
BUda Wass 
Sam Tait 
Annie Govier 
To. Flndlay 

John Bancock 
Lloyd Mitchell 
.I da Findlay 
Ella Mitchell 
W1llle Falls 
Mabel Findlay 
Marjorie Mitchell 
Alice Bancock 
Szilard Voros 
George Jones 
Isabel Jones 
Clifford Jones 
Kenneth Lowrl, 
ETa Jones J 

Ida Hancock 
Fra.nlc: Jones 
Edward Evans 
Vera Peel 
Mary MeNell 

Robert Cadger 
'Mae McNeil 
Annie Young 
John Young 
Alice Cadger 
Elmore Carswell 
Gertrude Cadger 
Stuart Young 
Marlon McRlcholl 
Dor1s Jones 
Vera Pee],. 
Phyllls Evans 
Fred Sprung 
Allan Crozier 
Daniel Stewart 

"Jackie Jones 
Stuart Jones 

Dora Schroeder 
WHI le Hamllton 
James Hamilton 
Lily Schroede r 



1930 - 1940 
Sohn Klassen 
Jacob Klassen 
Laura Massey 
Martha Masse,V 
George Tlessen 
Jack Berry 
William Berry 
Bella Jones 
Donald Berry 
Marjorie Checkley 
Dulcie Berry 
Elmer Mutcher 
Jean Z11key 
Gwen Leatherdale 
Barbara Berry 
Thomas Cheekley 

1940 - 1950 
Murray Leatherdale 
Thelma Sepke 
Irene Sepke 
Marie Sepke' 
Freda Z11key 
Eddie Baloun 
Murray Young 
David Penner 
John Penner 
Maurice .Sprung 
Malco lm Young 
Ruth Sprung 
Glen Young 

1950 - 1960 
David Young 
Janet Young . 
Linda Young 
Judy Young 
Betty Hamilton 
Elaine Baumgart 
Mary Pedersen 
Jim Young 
Tom Sprung 
Linda Pedersen 

1960 - 1962 
Lloyd Baumgart 
Deborah Brown 
Mary Hamil ton 

.• Dianne Checkley 

Peter Klassen 
Fred Massey 
Eddie Massey 
George Remple 
Diedrick Tlessen 
James Berry 
Harry Kllppensteln ' 
Marlon Mutcher 
Elsie Sprung 
Mary Cunningham 
Grace Brown 
Grace Zllkey 
Donald Brown 
Pearl Z11key 
Floyd Checkley 
Inez Zl·1key 

Harold Sprung 
Garf1eld Young 
Elizabeth Sepke 
Melvin Sepke 
Boyd Young 
Gordon Pattison 
Allan Sprung 
Katie Penner 
Elizabeth Penner 
Pat Young 
Leonard Penner 
Ross Sprung 

Douglas Young 
May Pedersen 
Tom Ham 11 ton 
Esther Baumgart 
Diane Young .... 
Richard Brown 
Doreen Young 
Marie Berry 
Ian Hamil ton 

Davidson Berry 
Brent Checkley 
Elva Berry 

Doug Young, David Young, Ruth Sprung, G en Young, Pat Young, 

Ross Sprung, Malcolm Young, Murray Young, David Penner, Boyd 

Young. In front: Maurice Sprung and Leonard Penner. 
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, ENROL AV. 
YEAR HENT AT~. TEACHERS CERT. SA.LARY 

1887 6 5.3 Miss Elizabeth Abbotti 3 Prof . 
1887 14 6 . 85 Mis s Elizabeth Abbott 3 Prot. 
1888 ].9 9.9 J. E. Kimberly 3 B S35/lllo. 
1889 16 10.03 D. W. Kerchar 
1890 21 8.40 Thea. G. Finn - 3 PrOf. !40/mo. 
1891 30 15 . 45 Thea G. Finn 3 Prof. 
1892 32 12.90 Thee. G. finn 3 Prof. 
1893 33 12 . 22 Fred Morris Second '.40/mo. 
1894 36 15.65 c. E. Armstrong First 
1895 33 19 . 40 Helen Robki rk Third 5480 
1896 32 13.71 T. Webster Third SltO/mo. 
1897 38 17.51 Lena J. Gayton Second 1360 
1898 41 16.18 Lena J. Gayton Second 1420 
1899 39 23.78 Lena J. Gayton Second 1420 
1900 40 24.92 Albert J. Law ,Second 1420 
1901 45 22.74 Christina M. Ross Second 1420. 
1902 47 23 . 8 Harry H. McIntosh Prof. 1 A 1450 
1902 36 16. 28 Edith A. Martin Third 1540 
1903 34 13 . 93 Edith A. Martin Third 1540 
1904 34- 17.48 Ka te Armitage Second 1540 
1905 36 19.26 K~te Armitage Second 1540 
1905 26 19 .36 Lizzie A. Cousins Third 1540 
1906 24 15 . 08 Mary Nicholson Second 
1907 24 10. 10 Ma ry Nicholson Second 
1908 26 16.46 . Josephine . ~ac Lean Second 
1909 28 15.12 Josephine Mac Lean Second 1600 
1910 30 14.95 Amy Graham 'Tlilird 1560 
1911 27 17 . 91 Bethel Graham Th i rd 1600 
1912 28 15.82 Bethei Graham Third 1600 
1913 16 7. 87 Bethel Graham Third 1600 
1914 20 13.06 Florence Moores Third 1660 
1915 22 13.67 Ida AtkinsOn Third 1600 
1916 19 11.03 Ellen M. Richmond Third 
1917 22 13.61 Ellen M. Richmond Third 1600 
1918 23 17.18 Margare t &"lfour Third 1600 
1919 22 17 .20 Margaret Balfour Third 1650 
1920 12 - 9 .20 Margaret Balfo,ur Third 5?20 
1921 22 11.62 Alice L. DaVis Second n ooo 
1922 17 11.38 Alice L. Davie 'third nOOo 
1923 20 11.41 Lila Campbell 'Third 1900 
1924 16 12.55 .Nellie Armitage Third 19QO 
1925 17 8 . 46 Nellie Armitage Third 1900 
1926 U 7. 03 Eva J. Wallcroft ,Second 1750 
1927 . 15 8.21 M. Ruth Blackwell Second 1800 
1928 U 7.61 Myrtle Scharf Second 1750 
1929 9· 6 . 94 Myrtle Scharf Second 1800 
i930 15 11.52 Kathleen McLeod Second 1800 
1931 20- 17.34 Kathleen McLeod Se~ond 1800 
1932 14 13.38 Kathleen McLeod Second 1750 

·1933 16 12.70 Kathleen McLeod Second 1$00 
193~: 13 11 .,00 Marguerite McDo well Second \ 5400 
1935 16 13.3 Margue rite McDowell Second 1400 

Gordon Sprung's family ready for school. 
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1936 14 12.49 Marguerite McDowell Second '450 
1937 14 11.47 Marguerite McDowell . Second 1480 

, 1938 17 14.42 J. E. McDonald 1st B 1480 
1939 22 17.78 J. E. McDOnal d 1st B '550 
1940 16 14.95 Catherine H. Slater ( It) 1st B $550 
1941 16 13 . 8 Evelyn J . Rosen ( -i- ) Per .. 1600 
1942 20 18. 29 Laura t . Vincent 1s t B 1700 
1943 20 16 . 28 Laura t. Vincent 1 st B 1700 
1944 18 13.29 Laura I. Vincent 1st B 1875 
1945 17 11. 26 Laura I. Vincent 1st B nooo 
1946 16 15. 29 Ruth Spearman 1st B 11200 
1947 15 12 . 69 Florence Trembath Per. 1950 
1948 17 13.56 Mildred NeeHn Per . 1950 
1949 15 13 . 9 Jean Ferguson 1st B 11500 
1950 16 13 :6 Jean Ferguson 1st B 11500 
1951 14 12.55 Ba rbara Jamieson 1 s t B n 600 
1952 14 12. 6 Alice I. Morrison B n800 
1953 13 11.3 Alice I. Morrison B 11900 
1954 14 11.5 Vivian G. Kennedy Per. SI6Da 
1955 13 12. 62 Blanc he AIde ro ft ..;.. Second 52400 
1955 13 12~7 Jessie A. Mackintosh ~ let B 12400 
1956 14 13.9 Jessie A. Mackl~tosh 1 st B 12800 . 
1957 17 16 .46 Jessie A; Mackintosh 1st B 13000 
1958 20 19.4 Jessie A. Mackintosh 1st B 13100 
1959 19 1 8.2 Jessie A. Mackintosh 1st B S3200l~~·· 
1960 19 18 .67 Jessie A. Mackintosh 1st B 13800 
1961 21 20.18 Jessie A. Mackintosh 1st A 13800 
1962 23 22 . 4 Jessie A. Mackinto s h 1st Per . A 14500 

Linda Young, May Pedersen. ·Tom 
Hamilton - Grade V 

T op Row: Betty Ham ilton , Dia ne Young, Tom 
H amilton, Lind a Young, Judy Young, May Pede r sen, 
Esther Baumgart, Miss Macki ntosh (teacher ) . 

Middle Row: T om Sprung, Jim Young, Richard 
Brown, Mary Pedersen, El a ine Baumgart, Doreen 
Young ( glasses) , Marie Berry ( in f ront) . 

Bottom Ro w : Dave Berry, Brent Checktey, Ian 
H amil ton, Ll oyd Baumgart, L inda Pedersen, Deb­
bie Brown, Mary Hamilton. 
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Diane You ng, Esther Baumgart. Betty 
H am ilton - Grade III 
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Elizabeth A. Cous ins 1905 

The on ly thing I do remember io 
that I boarded with Swansons. I think 
what iInpl'essed that all my nlind ,,;as 
the deeply religious nature of thc 
household - grace before meals, return 
thanks after meals and daily l'eligiou::; 
worship even during threshing opera­
tiollS. 

When you consider that it is 65 years 
this fall since I was there you can per­
haps understand why [ do not remem­
ber any details. 1 think there was a 
Christmas concert. 

The names of the students bring 
other memories foOl' 1 met many of them 
in other districts in later years. 

Sincerely, 
(Mrs. G. C. ) Elizabeth Caskey 
1234 Pine Aven ue 
Trail, B.C. 

Mary Nicholson 1906 and 1907 

Bethel Graham 1911-1913 

I ail1 I11.Ol'e than pleased to write you 
of my experiences in Middleton School 
District during 1911, 1912 and 1913 as 
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I look back to my years spent there as 
some of the happiest of my life. 

I boarded with Mr. and Mrs. A. Ruth­
erford, no family, who lived one hali 
mile west of the school house a nd a 
little in from the road . Their house 
consisted of one large l'aOlll downstairs 
a nd two bedrooms upstairs and a little 
sunllller house outside where she ca.ol\­
ed when it was hot. Bush surrounded 
the farm which was to the east of the 
house. I received $50.00 a month as 
salary a nd paid $10.00 a month for my 
board. Their neighbors to the west 
about one half mile were Mr. Albert 
Owens and family , one daughter Pearl 
and one SOn Ed. They had a beautiful 
farm that stretched one mile to the 
south. Across the road from Ruther­
fords lived the Mitchells on the farm 
kn.own as the old Smith farm. 

The school was not a centre of ac­
tivity, ItO clubs, no church services, no 
Sunday School. The schoo! itself did 
not have a library or games of any 
kind. The children made their own 
amusement at recess and nOlon hour. 
The teacher's business was to teach 
a nd no frivolitie s of any kind. The 
blackboards were at the west end of 
the building. The new furnace was a 
course of great controversy. The idea 
was new and it cost around $140.00. 
Due to Jim Anderson the furnace was 
installed, much to my delight as the 
o ld one in the center of the room was 
vastly inferior. It was fired by great 
chunks of wood which had to be re­
plenished quite often but the main 
thing was that a fire co uld he left all 
night. I think Norman Anderson did 
the firing. I do not remember if there 
was a caretaker Or if the school was 
cleaned at any time but it had a good 
cleaning in summer bJolidays. The win­
ter was spent playing cards , pedro and 
whist, and dancing. Every hOllle ill the 
neighhorhood would have parties no 
matter how small the house. For the 
dances music was fUl11ished by locaj 
violinist and organ or. piano playersj 



There was no generation g·ap then and 
both old a nd young attended, lots of 
laughter a nd real fun. I do not th ink 
skating was a popu lar pastime and I 
am sure there were no hockey tealllS. 
There were no cars in the district but 
luany means of trans portation for a 
young school teacher. Lots of balls at 
Altamont, i\'Tanitoll and Darlingford. 
Most famili es had a teleph one. I went 
!lome every weekend. 

1 had two Ch ristmas concerts but no 
Christmas tree. Putting 011 a concert 
then was sorne work A planl\ platform 
had to be erected. cUl'ta ins made from 
sheets and th e shed which was attach­
ed . to the east end of the school used 
as a dressing room. J had to always 
find an organist to play on the organ 
which had about five keys that did not 
play. I was fortunate to have Elsie Mc­
Nab (Mrs. Coughtry) who would come 
a matter of two miles after foul', three 
0 1' foul' times a week. She played by 
ear and could certainly make that old 
organ sound liI\e an orchestra. The 
school was always crowded with well­
wishers. 

Consolidation was also a scene of 
great oontroversy at the beginn"ing of 
1912 which split the district into two 
parts. All children north of the road 
(old road) to Darli ngford stayed in 
Middleton schoo l but that left me with 
one half the number of children so a 
school concelt was out of the question 
in 1913. There was a shed in the yard 
for children who drove put nlost of 
them walked and a ll homes were any­
where from a mile to two miles from 
the school. 

Two g irls wrote and passed their 
Entrance Examinations while I was 
there. Ethel Tait in J 911 and Bessie 
,\nderson in 1912. 

hi summer 1 think a ll the boys and 
girls had to work too hard to thinl' of 
such sports as baseball a nd football 
etc. but I do not remember of Middle­
ton ever having one. 

1 wish to tell yo u of an itinera nt 
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peddlar that used to pass the school in 
spring and early fall. He walked from 
Thornhill to LaRiviere pushing a wick­
er baby carriage filled with pots and 
pans and sewing needs. He always 
stopped at Mrs. Rutherford's for a meal 
and the Albert Owens' bedded him 
down. I can relnember him so well , a 
tall thin man. He lived ill Thornhill. I 
do not thinl' th ere would be many peo­
ple around that district 'who would re­
member him. The summer of 1912 was 
a very hot season. I do not remember 
if we had a holiday on Coronation Day 
in 1911 but probably did. 

1 could tell you many funny inci­
dents that happened about various 
people but must not for fear. There 
was one thing about the Middleton old 
iinlers, they were vel'Y witty and when 
Albert Owens, J. Johns, Gid Owens and 
Andy Rutherford collected together for 
the evening you were Sure of many 
laughs. 

I forgot to tell you the children in 
Middleton School were very well be­
haved a nd t here was never any trouble 
with disciplinary 11leaSUl'es. 

Sincerely, Bethel Graham 
799 Spruce St. , Winnipeg, Man. 

Florence Moores 1914 

I enjoyed teaching in Middleton 
School. One reason is that I went there 
after Bethel Graham and the scholars 
W~l'e well train ed, respectful and good 
w,orkel's. 

I hoarded with Mr. and Mrs. Ruther­
ford; they were very nice to me and 
it was also close to the school. 

We played games. baseball and one 
called steal the sticks and slmted on 
the ponds in the winter. 

The Department of Education asl,ed 
the schools to practice Ior a prize on 
drills. We had an organ at the school 
which Bessie An derson played for us. 

Mr. Gordon was the Inspector at the 
time and when the classes were over 



\\'e had the dr ill a nd it went off w on­
der fully as Bessie played, T here wa; 
only .one mista ke by a li ttle one. '~Te 
won the prize but r fo rget how much 
i t was as i t was to be given the next 
year. I don ' t tal\:e t he pra ise for t h i s 
as I !,110 W w e cou ldn't have done it 
w ithout B essie. 

\;'\'e had several social evenings 
which w e all en joyed. U 's a nice w ay 
to get acquain ted. r remember on Ce 
one ,of t he g irls (1 beli eve Willie .Joh" s' 
sister ) w ho hurt her cheel;;; w hile eat ­
ing a nd i t swelled. \\'e were a ll con­
cerned . hu t aftel' abou t ten minutes 
i t bega n to ease . \Ve ha d a se hGal pic­
n ic at t he end o f t he ter m and every ­
one enjoyed it 

Sincerely. iVl:'H. Florence Ferguson 

Ida Atkinson 1915 

I enjoyed m y li me with th e children 
in Middleton but d ue to the "onditio",; 
I ha d two hectic expe l'iences, T he f irs t 
one happened while I was board ing a t 
Rutherford's. One evening. while a l Ollt~ 
a Illan brok e into the house but 11 1) 

harm was done as Ill ~- Dad came to m y 
rescue. Th en aga in one Friday e\"ening 
w h ile wa it ing fo r m y Dad to com e and 
get m e a couple of tram ps w ere on 
their way into t he ~c h ool. I j umped out 
a ,,-indo\\' on t he oppo~ i te side and ran 
Ito a neigh hOI". Tramps spen t th e nigh t 
i n sch oo l houses as th e ~' cou ld k eep 
wan n and cook their food. 

I lllo\'ed from Ruth erfo rd' s to 0\\'en3 
as I \\'a sn 't l eft a lone. 

'T he chi ldr en and I spent many l ~ app '.' 
hours togeUlel' a n c1 w e played baseball 

all summer . In the w in ter we had in­
side gam es as w e a ll remained at 
school fo r lunc h, 

I remember th e ch ild ren a s brigh t 
a nd ca pa ble child ren and we ha d no 
tliouble. I do rem ember Szilard Voros. 
as he came to school w i th a huge do!~ 

w hich w e a ll loved as he k ept 
tralnps away. Sz ilard couldn' t speak 
an y English and this was an ex perien c~ 

f o r m e, having him able to read in a 
couple of m onths. I often w.onder 
w here he is, 

I clearly l'emem bel' Sz ila rd wanting 
a drink of w at er. H e was try ing to 
111ake 111e under stand h is need and 1 
had almost g iven up w hen I picked u p 
a cup o ff my desk an d h e clapped and 
s miled , I nodded ol, a y a nd he had two 
cups o f water . I w ill never for get the 
expression on the child's face. 

Sincerely, Ida L, McRa e 
2 - 503-A - 3r t! Ave. S,E. 
Medicin e Ha t 

El len Richmond 1916 and 1917 
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Nellie Armitage 1924-25 

I taught in Middleto n for a two yea r 
term following Mrs. Lila Campbell of 
:stonewall. She left in the school a very 
fine class of pupils, also quite a large 
class. These pupils were obedient, pol­
ite and kind , as t hey a re yet to thi s 
day. The one ou ts ta nding fin e qua lity 
was being so willing to tai{e any pa rt 
ill a Ch"is tlllaS program and I am cer­
tain a great deal of tbil:i \VaB due to 
th eir form er teacher's training, their 
parents and Mr!:i. K. Y oung wh o spent 
so many hOlils o f the most kind cap­
able help in al'l'angement of real fine 
Christmas concerts. 

Another outstanding memory i:3 how 
the trustees met everyone at the door 
with a big happy welcome. During the 
even ing everyone talked and la ughed 
until tim e [.0 1' the progra m to start. 

One year the children a nd I went 
over to Mr. R utherford's pasture and 
cut down a poplar tr ee and dragged it 
to the school. My uncle Jack Armitage, 
cut lower bra nc hes from his s pruce 
trees in his yard a nd my fa ther put the 
top down on the old Grey Dort car and 
bnought them to our school. The Mid­
dleton men bored holes in the poplar 
t ree, inserted the spruce boughs and 
we had our Christmas tree. 

Everyone was kind a nd friendly. A 
card party took place among the ne igh­
bors quite often. 'I'here often was a 
dance afterwards an d of course, a 
delicious, boun tious lunch was served. 
Roads were very poor in those days 
so mea ns of even goin g to a neigh bars 
was sametiInes a diff icult tasl\: in the 
winter. 'Ve went to the card pa rties 
in sleigh loads, drifts ,often so la rge 
'and hig h that the ladies made it 1\:110Wll 

that they were frightened. 
Dances someti mes too k place in the 

school house. To have this the desks 
' vere set .outside, th e same delicious 
lunch was served there too. 'I'hc 
neighbors depend ed UI)On one ano the!' 
for help in tro uble as well as in amuse­
ment. Neighbors visited one another for 
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a game of cards or a fri endly chat. 
The Evans family had the same Shet­

land pony and calt tha t I had once 
owned. Tha t pony s till had his most 
nasty trick of eit her seeing something 
that he was frightened of or pretending 
he did. He used to race along the road 
far beyond the children's control. 

In t.hose days the fa rm family was a 
closely knit family and the children 
remained home until they were much 
older than today and helped their par­
ents buy more land for their sons. The 
daughters often waiting for their sweet 
hearts to have a fa rm of their own to 
take them to. Many of the young folks 
boarded in town and obtained a high 
school education. There was a fine 
Normal School in Manitou of which 
many took adva n tage. Others found 
other kinds of work and professions. 

Middleton families loved their family 
farms and worked ha rd to increasp 
and improve them. 

EVA W,ALLCRAFT - 1925 

I started teaching a t Middleton in 
Allgus t 1925 with only five pupils. 
They were : 

Ma rgaret McAuley - Grade II 
Doris J ones - Grade III 
Stua rt Young - Grade III 
John Young - Grade VI 
Margare t Young - Grade VIII 

A t that time every child that was 
able to help stayed home when needed 
until the harvesting was done, so when 
Mr. Finn came up from Morden 00 in-



spect the school on the 5th day of 
Septembe!', I only had two children at 
school. He told me if the attendance 
eve!' got that low again to close the 
school and go home. However, I never 
had to do that. 

Fred Sprung, a Grade VIlI student, 
started ill September. F!'ed Checl<ley, 
who was in Grade I, came in October. 
In November Allen C!'ozie!', Grade IV, 
and Melville Stone, Grade VIII , came 
to make up my whole class until Hazel 
J,ones and Daniel Stewart started as 
beg inners in ApriL 

The school children did not take part 
in Field Day or 4-J-I while I was there. 
It is good to Gee the children of the 
district taking part in those worthwhile 
projects of today. 

The boys and g irl s all g.at along weB 
together on the playground. They all 
seelned to have a great deal of respect 
for each other. I must say that I really 
enjoyed having such a fille g roup to 
worl;;: with. 

The members of the School Board 
at that time we1'a MI'. Torn Berry, 1\11'. 
E. Check ley and Mrs. N. Check ley 

:Mrs. Cheek ley was a great help to 
111e whenever any problems arOse. I 
shall always remem be l' her as a great 
lover of horses. Many times she cmne 
to the school riding a very lively horse. 

r boarded at the home ·of Mr. and 
Mrs. Rutherford. 'They were a very finc 
couple. He was in poor health but they 
did everything they could to mal\:e my 
stay with them a happy one. 

Mrs. Rutherford was a wlondel'fu} 
cook and I must say that she made 
some of the finest cakes that I have 
ever eaten. 

My home was in "Manitou. so when 
the weather permitted r spent my week 
end at hOlne. More than once when 
Friday night came I walked a ll the \\-"y 
to Manitou (I think it was )about five 
miles). Mos t of the time I had a ride 
hallle and back again . ~1hen thE' wea­
ther was c01d and the snow was too 
deep on the road for cars, I stayed 
pretty close to the district. 
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The people in th e di strict were all 
very friendly. I was often invited into 
t.heir homes and spent many a lovel} 
evening t11ere. 

In the winter time they had to make 
01' find their own form of entertain­
m ent. I shall always remember the card 
parties that they had in the differen t 
homes. All the w.omen brought lunch. 
The ch ildren came too as there \vere 
no babysitters then. EVeryone had a 
wonderfu l time. and we all looked for­
ward to the next one. 

rt was at some of those parties tha t 
I met some of the people whose ch il­
dren were not old enough to go L{ I 

school. I a lso met other fine peop;e 
from the districts nearby. 

Some of the pupils I taught are sti ll 
living in the Middleton district. others 
are in and aI\ound Manitou , so during 
all those years T have been able to 
]\:eep in touch with most of them. 

The children of Middleton today go 
by van to a larger school to get their 
education. 

The little schoolhouse is no longer 
there. It's now a church in Darlingford. 
It is good to know it is still being used 
as a place of leallling. 

I shall a lways remember my stay in 
the Middleto n dis trict among so many 
kind and wonderful people. 

.Eva J. Web b£r 

R. Myrtle Scharf 1927-29 

A little more than foul' decades have 
slipped away and many, many pupils 
and several schools I've claimed as 
"nline" since my teaching career be­
gan, but I still have a special wann 
spot in my heart fo), each one of my 
pupils of my first school. 

By 1927 teachers were becoming a 
little nlore numerous than teaching 
position s. Most "Teache rs wanted" ad­
vertisements appeared during J uly and 
August and I was sti ll one of the in­
experienced teachers without a school 
in the late August. Then one day a 
phone call came! 



Miss Ruth Blackwell , who had begun 
her second year at Midd leton , was hav­
ing to leave as her mother had suf­
fered a heart-attack. Mr. Blackwell was 
a principal and high-scho.ol teacher. 
They had just moved from Da rling­
ford to Elkhorn. It was through Mrs. 
Hanllnie Lowry that Mr. Gabe Sprung 
Secretary-T reasurer Middleton School 
had heard that a daughter of Percy 
Scharf's was through Normal and 
looking foO l' a sclwol. Mr. Tom Berry, 
MI'. George Jones and IV11'. Sprung com­
prised the School Board. Well, 1 was 
hired at $750.00 pel' an num and went 
to board with Mrs. Andy Rutherford, 
"who always boarded the teacher." 

Miss Blackwell a nd I talked for 
houl's that night wheil I went over 
there and she fini shed .her last day. 1 
I'enlembel· th e coal-oil lamp, the clean , 
white, f .. By curtains on the wi ndows 
and the newly painted floor of the 
school. And I l'elnem ber too, how hard 
it was for Ruth to hand over "her" 
pupils , but what a wonderful start she 
gave me in knowing "my" fourteen 
pupils! 

Anlong my happy memories. I recall 
that " the . teacher" was so often invited 
tWIne for supper, and sometimes to 
s tay a ll night. As I look back n.ow. I 
can't help but marvel a t the compet­
ent DIanneI' in which Eva Jon es - just 
16 years old - Inanaged the home and 
sent three little ones to school. 'Their 
mother, Mrs. George Jones had died 
the previo us May. 

It must have been in the sprin g of 
1927 that the Bannisters moved fmm 
Archibald district to the farm now oc­
cupied by Jim Hamilton. I believe it 
was Mr. Sprung who first conceived 
the idea of a Sunday School and with 
the support of Mr. Bannister and others 
a Sunday School was started in the 
fall of 1927. Not only local people but 
many from Barclay and to the nOl'Ul 
and west of Middleton came. Mr. Ban­
nister, Superintendent, gave a splendid 
message each Sunday afternoon. It 
seems a little hazy in my memory but 
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I think his daughter Kathy, Mrs. Ken 
Young and Mrs. Gabe Sprung were 
teachers, and Messers Sprung and 
Bannister were in charge of the Bible 
Class, 

I remember two outstancling oc­
casions when Mr. Bannister especially 
endeared himself to many in the dis­
trict. 

It was in February 1928 tha t 8 year 
old Berta Sprung died. The next day 
was a hard one for a ll of us at school. 
Then a bout two o'clock a knock 
came to the door, and there was dear 
Mr. Bannister! He had walked the 
mile and a half that cold day knowing 
the SOrrow the children and I were ex­
periencing, to offer a word of comfort. 
And he certa inly did! He spol,e such 
cOInforting words and read some ver­
ses from God's W.ord. When he knelt 
beside my desk a nd prayed, just sort 
of talked to the Lord and told Him 
all about it. I co uld never forget it. 

About a year later when Mr. Albert 
Owens died, it was Mr. Bannister who 
took the fun eral service which was held 
in th e home. (That's the farm home 
where Alvin Ch ecldey now lives). 

The . Christmas Concert a lways saw 
a packed school, with standing room 
on ly, but the mothers served lunch and 
bot coffee, using a kerosene stove in 
the porch. And th ere was no admission 
and free lunch! 

In these present days at school 
"Field Trips and 'Tours" are the thing 
and we sometimes take bus loads of 
children great distances. 

Towards the end of June 1928, we 
had a "tour", I took my whole school 
in ,our 1922 Dodge touring, first to my 
hom e and a visit to the fox-ranch , then 
to the dam at La Riviere for a picnic 
lunch and a drive around the valley 
roads. Then back to my home fo r some 
"home-made" ice cream mother had 
ready for us. I suppose few of the child­
ren had ever been that far fnom home 
before! 

(And I never even checked to see 



if there was "passenger coverage"! No 
car insurance problems in 1928) 

The previous year there had been "­
celebration in Manitou, "60 years of 
·Confederation" and Miss Blackwell had 
entered a float. 

I don't remember what the 1928 
"doings" were all about but there was 
another big parade. Middleton's entry 
was the lndiall travois. We fixed up 
SOlTIe poles for the travois, made In­
dian costumes for the ch ildren and put 
cold crealll and cocoa .on their faces. 

lVly s ister Cassie and cousin Hazel 
rode our ponies to Manitou early in 
the morning and someone took Frank, 
our saddle-horse, to be used with the 
travols. Stuart Young rode Frank and 
the others took turns on the poles, 
riding the pon ies, 01' walking. Every 
one was very tired, very hot and very 
11188SY with cocoa-streaked faces when 
it w::ts all .over. 

July 1st, lU29 . Big Bang-Up Old­
TinIer's Re-Union as Manitou celebra­
ted its 50th birthday. (At that time 
1879 was within the living memory of 
quite a few!) Our entry? A float on 
Mr. Tom Berry's hay rack. We had a 
"forest" .af trees, two boys (Stuart 
Young for the front-end , and Stuart 
Jones the hind-quarters) were made 
into a cow, and Margaret l\IIcAu ley in 
bonnet and apron and milk pail in her 
hand pictured Laura' Secord. The oth­
ers were Indians lurking in the forest 
or U.S. soldiers laughing at Laura as 
we told her story in our float. No one 
played out walking this time but the 
kicking part of the cow mu st have been 
tired of kicking, and the milk-mai(l 
exasperated picking up her pail. 

I must not finlsh this without men­
tioning Mr. and Mrs. Rutherford . Such 
a hard-working old couple they were 
and so good to "th e teacher",. and their 
home was always spotlessly clean Wlth 
the best of good food. 

And now I anI about the age "old" 
Mr. Rutherford was then I! - How 
our perspective changes! 
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Kae McLeod 1930-1933 
My first glimpse of Manitou was in 

September 1929 when [ came from Bel­
mont to teach in the Middleton School. 
I arrived at the Andy Rutherf.ard home 
where I was to board and they were 
away but I was made very welcome 
at Mr. and Mrs. Ken Young's home 
across the l',oad until Mr. and Mrs. 
Rutherford came hOlne. 

I boarded with the Rutherfords for 
two years and with MI'. and Mrs. Nol'­
luan Checldey for two years . I l~ode to 
scho'o] on horseback frlom Checkleys. 
The trustees at that time were Mr. E. 
Checkley, Mr. H. Stone and Mr. G. 
Jones. 

I was very busy teaching up to eight 
grades, but the children were very co­
operative and discipline was no prob­
lem. Then there was the Chl'istma:.J 
concert to prepare f.or and that invol­
ved plenty of work , but we all enjoyed 
it. 

So, I enjoyed my fo ul' years of 
teach ing in the l\IIiddleton School. In 
later years when teaching in Manitou 
Public School, I taught some of the 
children of my pupil s in Middletoll. 
They were also g·ood students. All thC' 
best to the Middleton people. 

Sincerely, Mrs. Sam Tail 

Marguerite McDowell 1933-1937 
I began teaching in Middleton schaul 

in the fall of 1933, after having at­
tended the last Normal Class ill 
Manitou. 

'The pupils were very co-operative 
and the whole community most friend­
ly. The annual Christmas ooncert wa:::; 
one of the highlights of the schcol 
year. Usually the Young People helped 
out by putting on a .one act play. 

During the winter I enjoyed the 
weeldy \Vedn esday night s kating at 
Bill Johns. On Friday evenings I "jog­
ged" home to Manitou. 

I spent foul' very happy years in your 
community, thanks to your fri endliness 
and hospitality. 

Reta Moloney (nee McDowell ) 



Jean McDonald 1937-1939 

I began teaching at Middleton on 
August 24, 1937 and was there until 
June 27, 1939. I was the first teache !' 
to board with Mr. and lVII'S. N ornlan 
Gheck ley. I was al~o the ,only teacher 
who taugh t th e six Berry children. 1 
have re-read my diary of those two 
years and most of my information is 
taken fl~onl it. 

The first day I !'ecorded five boy,; 
and seven girls being present. These 
were I believe Donald , Jack, Jim and 
Bill Beny, Elmer Mutcher, Grace 
Brown, Dulcie BelTY, Elsie Sprung, 
Marion Mntcher. Margery Checkley. 
Marguerite and Bella Jones. In the 
spring ·of 1938 Donald Brown and 
Gwen Leatherdale started school. In 
the spring of 1939, Tom, Floyd and 
Shirley Check ley and Barbara Ben y 
were beginners. During this time the 
Zilkey children also attended school. 
School events recorded were the usual 
school parties, education week pro­
grams, field days and 'Christmas con ­
certs. 1Vfonths which showed perfect 
attendance were not unusual. 'The 
Royal Visit of r\: ing George VI and 
Queen Elizabeth was an .o utstanding 
event of May 1939. I also n oted that 
Elmer Mutcher fell asleep one day 
right under my nose and that Grace 
Zm,ey swallowed a tooth. 
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During the two years I travelled back 
and forth from Manitou on weekends 
with Geo. McGilivary in his school van 
I met him at Dobsons. In winter this 
entailed leaving town at 5 :30 a .m. on 
Monday mornings sometilnes arriving 
befora Bill Berry had fire going. One 
morning Bill and I had to shovel the 
snow out of the school before starting 
the fire. 

The winter of 1937-38 must have 
been a severe winter because I recor­
ded freezing my cheeks twice and my 
toes. A very severe storm on Nov. 12 
blocked all roads and on Feb. 14 I 
recorded wading through snow np to 
my knees walking from Dobsons to 
school. January 1939 compensated for 
this by being the mildest January in 
thi.rty-nine years. 

Christmas concerts ' pl'lOvided adults 
with the social activity of play prac­
tice. Other social activities took place 
when the ladies' groups met In differ­
ent homes, when the young people 
skated at the rink in the bush and 
when the community gathered at 
Young's for the spring picn'ic. 

I also noted the death of Mr. Ruth­
erford, births of Allan Sprung and 
Boyd Young and a Middleton Fo,wI 
Supper held on location of Doug and 
Joyce Young's farm with a oon.cert in 
the school. 

Jean McIntosh 



Catherine M. Slater 1939-1941 

Catherine S later ( Mrs. George Thexto n ) and 
he r brother, Mr. Charlie Slater. ' 

Eve lyn Rosen J an. 1941 - J une 1941 

I be1ieve I ushered in the era of per­
mit teachers . Most people w ill want 
t o forget the teacher shortage that pIa 
gued Manitoba for th e next 20 years. 
Pl'Obably the best that could be said of 
m y teaching- was that I taught t he way 
I had been taught. You might be sur­
pri sed how thankful I have been that 
my first teaching experience was so 
pleasant. 

I boarded with Norman Checldeys. 
It's ha rd to believe that I lived with 
them onl y six short months. There 
never was a dull 1110me n t at that house. 

The topic of conversation in t he 
community that winter and spring was 
th e war in Europe. P eople were con ­
cerned a bout the boys leaving one by 
one [01' the armed ser vices, except for 
one day when we had that g hastly 
blizzard in March. \~lho coul d forget 
tha t? 

Mrs. Edgar O. Alwin 
107 N. vVashington 

EUi:hol'n , ' ;Visconsin 
53121 
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SCHOOL PICTURES IN EARLY '40's 

Floyd, Sh irley and Tom Checkley 

T om Check ley, Sh ir ley Checkley , Barbara 
Berry, F .oyd Checkley 

Du lcie Ber ry, J ean ZlIkey, Marjorie Checkley, 
Grace Zilkey, S hirl ey Check ley, Gwen Leath­
erdale , P earl Zil key, In ez Z ilkey, Ba r bara 

Berry . 



Laur.a Vincent 1941-1945 

I catne from ston ewall to the Mid­
dleton District in the fall of 1941. I 
boarded at the home of MI'. a nd Mrs. 
Norman C. Ghecldey who lived on the 
SW quarter of 1-4-8, one mile north 
and one-quarter mile east of the school 

Marjory an d Shirley Check ley a nd I 
usually walked or rode our bicycles 
to school in the summer and walked 01' 

were driven with a team and s leigh in 
the winter. 

In March 1942 there was a terrible 
storm and the school was closed for 
three days. \Vhen we went back there 
were banks of SIlOW across the room 
2 feet deep under the north windows . 
This we shovelled out while SOllleone 
lit the fire. 

In April 1942, I asked my Inspector 
Mr. J. \V. Clarke for permission to or­
ganize a Rural Field-Day because I 
felt we had little chance of com peting 
in town. T his he granted so we went 
ahead. 11 !'Ural schools Ilarticipated 
land we held our first Field-Day in thc 

I
pasture of MI'. Ken Young. To me this 
was a highlig ht. For many years the 
Rural Field-Day was held. However, 
fewer schools participa ted in the latter 
years. 

I enjoyed my foul' yea,'s at Middleton 
school. Many incidents happened which 

I'll never forget such as when Harold 
Sprung fell into the pond with his 
bicycle. Fortunately, Elmer Mutcher 
had on a pail' of bib overalls as well as 
a pail' of pants so he lent the overalls 
to Hanold wh ile we dried the wet ones 
on the big canopy which was around 
the heater. 

The pupils were thrilled when they 
WOll a COll1stock Bird Book in a Pro­
vincial Nature Study Competition. They 
also won athletic equiplnent 'in a pro­
vincial contest pertaining to the his­
tory of the school. 

Each year the pupils planned act­
ivities their paren ts could attend. On 
R ed 'Cross days we made cushions, 
quilts , etc. which were raffled. We also 
did woodwork and gave it away as 
prizes at a Bingo which was held. One 
year we also held a dance in the New 
Haven Hall. Fo]' one year we edited 
a school news paper and sold copies 
each month. All the money that we 
raised frOlll the variolls activities us­
ually went to the Junior Red Cross. 

Of COUrse there was a Christmas 
Concert each year. However, the one 
in 1941 was held in the aftern oon. It 
was always amazing that the children 
could do so mu ch memorizing that time 
.of the yea r. I'm sure Shirley Checkley 
and Barbara Berry had the whole con­
cert memorized. 

One Arbor Day we nearly burned 
th e school down. Th e pupils brought 
rakes to clean th e yard . We usually 
burned the dead grass in the ditch 
north .of the school. The fire spread 
and ignited some building paper which 
was hanging down under the siding. 
Then it went up between the wall~ 
under the north east w indow. I sent 
one of the children to Alex Young's 
for help. I don't think I evei' prayed 
and worked as fast in my life. Fortun­
ately we were a ble to get the fire out. 
Today the school stands in Darlingford 
and is used as the Full Gospel l\IIissi.on. 
It was sold to them in 1962 when the 
school district was dissolved. 

23 



Time chan ge 'and school systems do 
too. It was in evitable that the pupils 

Iwould have to go to large I' schools. 
Today luany s till think the r ural 
schools were the best. True, they had 
many good points. Still , today, the 
pupils in the la rger schools a re having 
opportun ities they never dreamt of a 
few years ago. I just hope they all 
a ppreciate it. 

For several years Rev. Cruik::;hanks 
of t he United Church came out to 
Middleton every other Friday a fternoon 
about 3: 15. ''''e usually sang une hymn 
a nd had a prayer. Then Rey Cru ik­
shanks would lell a Biblical story. It 
was very informal and· 1 felt the chil­
dren lool\:ed fon':ard to hls vh:i its a.s 
much as I did. 

I know there are other highlights 
the pupils will remember but insteau 
,of Inentioning thelll I would like to 
quote a poem I wish every parent and 
teacher would take to heart ! 

If a child lives with criticism, 
he learns to condemn. 

If a child lives with hostility, 
he leaI11S to fight. 

If a child lives with fear, 
he learns to be apprehensive. 

If a child lives with pity, 
he learns to feel sorry for himself. 

If a child lives with jealousy, 
he lea111S to hate. 

If a child live::; with encouragement, 
he learns to be confideilt. 

If a child lives with praise, 
he learns to be appreciative. 

If a child lives with acceptance. 
he learns to love. 

If a child lives with approval. 
he learns to like himself. 

If a child lives with recognition , 
he learns to have a goal. 

If a child lives with fairiless , 
he learns justice. 

If a child lives with friendliness. 
. he learns that the world is a nice 

place in. which ,to live. 
ToO the children of today I wish them 

success as adul ts of tomorrow. I hope 
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that they have found this a wondeliul 
world in which to live. 

Laura I. Hamilton (Vincent) 
Mildred Nee lin 1947-1948 

1 came to Middleton as a permi t 
teacher aftel' a six week course at sum­
mer school. 

The enl,olment \'-as a lmost en tirely 
boys except fur three girls - Barbara 
Berry, Eli zabeth and Katie Penner. 
During this time Tom Checldey, Floyd 
Checkley and Barbara Berry took theil' 
Grade IX by conespondence. 

The children walked, biked 01' came 
by horse - usually three horses were 
stapled. 

I boarded with the Alex Young fam­
ily just across the field , so it meant a 
short walk to the school. The boys 
cut across the field but 1 usually used 
the road. 

Alex came a nd helped more than 
once when the oil stoye started to act 
up and the room was full of smoke. 

The hydro came into this district in 
the fall of 47 and we were able to 
have f,oo tlights made by John Yo.ung 
fo r our Christmas c.oncert a nd lights 
on the tree. 1\11'5. Ken You ng helped 
111e with the co ncert by playing the 
piano. "Ve also had an adult playas 
I remelllbel' with a good number of 
young people of t he district taking part. 

We had a Halloween pa rty a nd a 
Valentine party for the students, pre­
schoolers and their mothers. Every 2 
weeks during the wintel' th e district 



held social evenings in the school and 
these 'were always well attend. 

The class belonged to the Junior R ed 
Cross and occasionally we had a visit 
f ronl MI'. H:ing - th e U nited Church 
minister f r em Manitou. H e and his 
w ife were very friendly and had many 
friends. 

A t Easter we had th ree more young 
people .enter school - Pat Young, Mal­
cohn Young and Leonard Pennel'. 

The winter had been a hard one fol' 
the wild animals and one m orn ing at 
r ecess three dee r wandered into t he 
yard. They were very tam e and very 
thin. They stayed al'lound long enough 
to have someone l'un and get m y 
camera. 

W e took part in the rural field day 
and that year it was held in Manitou 
Our year ended wi th a district picn ic.: 
at the Ken Yo ung farm. 

Mildred (Mrs. Jack) Brown Manitou 

THE DEER AT THE SCHOOL YAR D 
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BPRtNG 1948 

Katie Penne r, now Eliza-
beth Penner, now Mrs. Mel Lambrecht , Pat 
Young , now Mrs. ,Bill Hamilt on, Barbara 
Berry, now Mrs. Geo rge Moody. 

Leonard Penner, Pat Young, Malcolm 
You ng . 

Jean Ferguson 1949-1950 

,> ,,":' ' '",~;,_, i .' . ','. .' ... 
. ' ",\." .. ~. ~"" -- . 

". 'ffj'r" }'iiil' ~ , '. ', . . \ ~:'''' ,1 ~ . .. 
I. I .... ~ ,,' -

" ',- "1_", ' - , !Ie , . , ' , I "i 
::-' )r;r- ' 

. . ' 

J ean Fe rguson, now Mrs. Gordon Ramsay 



Al ice Morri s'on 1951 -1953 

I n the [aU of 1%1 I arrived just om 
of N ormal, full of " know it A ll". 800 11 
I found out that th e thirteen pupib 
that greeted me knew far more abou t 
li fe in the ru ra l school than 1. I 
had received all my education in the 
Pu blic an d High ~c h0 0 1 a t Stonewall 
Manitoba where lhere were one 01' tw~ 
grades to a room. However, guided by 
the handy time-table pIll !::) "that's not 
the -way O ll l' IU!::it teacher did it" we 
settled in to Olll' !:::chool year. ' 

The l'·outine \vas in terrupted on Oct­
ober 31 when teacher was rushed to 
the Manitoll hospita l for an append ~­
citis operation. Mrs. Doreen Berry 
capably carr ied ( .. til \y ;th the Hallowe'en 
Pal 't,\" plans and ~i(; h G0 1 work un til m y 
retuI' Il. In no t im e at all Christm as ex­
aminatioll!::) and t he ooncert ' \\"el'e upon 
us. \Ve ::;urvi\-ed alld returned in Jan­
uary rested and I ead .\- to work. 

D uring t he \yinter canl and croqui­
llo le !Ia rti e;.: in a id cf th e R ed Cross 
wer e held quite f!'equently Friday 
evenings. I t \\":,15 abo du ri ng thi s year 
tha t A llell Sprung l eft to . ente;' a 
school at Langdon. ~cl'th Dah:ota. In 
the spring we had a couple of ball 
gallle ~ with t he Barc lay pupils. Thei r 
teacher \\-a::; l\l ib::i I rene McFe~. also 
from Stonewall. In June \\-e par tici­
pated in th e Cl earwater Field Day. 

A lice Morrison, no w Mrs. Murray Nicko l Jr. , 
o f Da rlingford , Man . 
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Murray and Boyd Young and Davit! 
Penner placed in some events. The year 
ended with t he annual picn ic at Y.oun cys 

The next September school COl~­
menced w ith twelve pupils. David Pen­
n er w en t into Manitou and Janet 
Young was our beg'inn er. Pat Y.oung 
and Ru t h Sprung \'.'er e pleased to have 
ano ther girl j oin their forces. How the 
boys loved to tease thOse g irls! 

1\11'8. Tait substituted during October 
w hile 1 was absen t due to flu so 
Christmas was again a rush. T'ha:t win­
ter th e pupils ass isted with entel'tc'lin-
11lCn t at a shower for Jim and M ar garet 
Hamilton. \Ve again O() l'ganized Friday 
evening social gatherings. 

In June, four Rural Schoo ls (new 
Haven, M cFadden, i\1idland, and Mid­
dleton) held a very successful field-dav , 
On t he Charlie Smith farm. 'The clOS"illg · 
picn ic was held on Johrt Young's farm. ' 

While teaching at Middleton I lIlet 
my husban d, Murray N ichol , of D ar­
lillgford. A very lovely sllrpli se shower 
was held for us at th e 110m e of Stuar t 
Young w here I boarded the two year3, 
Al th ough I have made my home in t he 
Darling fol'd community, the kindness 
and co-operation of the people of Mid­
dleton made m y years of teaching there 
ver y unforgettabl e. 

A lice (Morrison) N ichol 



Back Row - Maurice Sprung, D avid Penner, 

Boyd Young and Murray Young. 

Second Row - Ma lco lm Young, Glen Young, 

Ruth Sprung, Pat Young. 

Front Row - Doug Young, Ross Sprung, 

David Young. 

Vivian Kennedy 1953-54 

I taught as a permit teacher at Mid­
dleton School in 1953-54. There were 
twelve stud ents composed mostly of 
Youngs and Spl"ungs. Then at Easter 
there were three beginners. I enjoyed 
the whole year and found the ,tudents 
a great experience. I boarded at Stuart 
Youngs and can remem ber skating Oil 

their homemade rink in the winter and 
picking crocuses in the spr'ing with 
their children. 

The community was most warm and 
friendly. They worked well together 
and supported all school functions and 
social evenings. 'The most painful 
period was when the l11U111PS went 
thr,ough the school and I spent Christ­
lllas vacation in bed. Also there was a 
terrible ice stOl'nl 'in the spring and 
t elephone and bydro were disrupted 
for a few days. Then everyone dug out 
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the candles and kerosene lamps and 
stoves - something strange to most 
of the scbool children. It was a most 
enjoyable year. 

Vivian [i'el'guson Manitou 

Jessie M.acKintosh of M anitou 1955-62 

My teaching years at Middleton be­
gan at Christmas 1955. r (lm"e the five 
miles by cal' each 1110rning and night 
for the next seven years - summer and 
winter - rain 01' shine, But then there 
were the days when th e road s were 
blocked and John Young and .other 
111el11be1's of the Board came to my res­
CUe with a tractor, 

During my teaching term the school 
was ren ovated: a basement constructed 
and indoor plumbing installed. In 1961 
the School District celebrated its 75th 
anniversary. This was a mem.orable 
occasion and many former teachers 
and pupils attended. 

I appreCiated the co-operation I had 
from both parents and students and 
probably OUl' val'iolls Christmas pro­
grams were th e highlights of our nlany 
years together. 

The school district was divided in 
1962 - some to Dal'Jingfol'd and some 
to Manitou. S ince then it has been in­
teresting to watch th e progress of the 
vadous stud ents th rough McClung 
Collegiate. 



1"OW: MaU"Ce aprung, Glen 
Young, Leonard Penner. 
Thi rd row: Pat Young, Janet 
Young, Ross Sprung. 

Second row: Doug Young Tom 
Hamilton, David Young,' Mal· 
colm Young. 

Back row: Maurice Sprung, Pat Young, Glen Young 
Leonard Penner, Ruth Sp ru ng, Ma lco lm Young, 
Front row: Ross Sprung, Doug Young, David Young 
Linda Young, May Pedersen, Janet Young, T om 
Ham ilton. 

Front row: Rut h Sprun g, Linda 
Young , Judy Young, M'ay P ed· 
eraen. 

Front row: Brent Checkley. Linda 

P ede rsen, Lloyd Baumgart, Dave Berry, 

Debbie Brown, Dianne Checkley, El v~ 

Berry, Mary Hamilton . 
Second row: Ian Ham ilton, Mary Ped · 

ersen, Doreen Young, Elaine Baumgart, 
Ma ' ie Berry, Tom Sprung. 

.Back row : Esther Baumgart, Diane 

IYoung, Betty Hamilton, linda Young, 

Judy Yo u ng, Miss Mackintosh, May 

P edersen, T om Hamilton, Jim Young. J a net Young, Doug Young , David Young 
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THE RESIDENTS 
The Johns 

Mr. John Johns was born in England 
and came to thIs district in 1878 from 
Bowmanville, O"ntario. He filed for a 
homestead on SW quarter 36-3-8 in 
April of 1879. Tbe NW %. 25-3-8 was 
purchased under Pre-J!,'mption sale. He 
later bought NE %. 25-3-8 which had 
been bought by Margaret Ann Boyle in 
1882. The lands were applied for at the 
Dominion Lands Agency Office at Nel­
sonville. The firs t SUllllller he slept 
under a wagon box. He worked in the 
winters IOn the railroad through the 
lllolmtains with his friend, 'Charlie Mae; 
Naillara. He had m a rried Mary Johns 
in 1876 at New York Suspension Bridge 
and on January 24, 1883 she caille by 
train one-half mile on this side of Dar­
Jingford to live in a shanty. They 
built a house shortly after and the 
present house in about 1913. 

Mr. John s spoke of seeing man y In­
dians and pow-w.ows close by. He 
walked from Enlel'SOn ,vhen he fi rs t 
came and carried bags of flour from 
old Nelson. He raised pigs and by 1895 
records sold as many as 41 at 4c dres­
sed and 3lhc live. Eggs were from 7c 
to 20c a dozen and butter 8c to 1Gc, 
lard 12c and chickens 8c. T he hired 
man worked for $18.00 a month in the 
SUllUnel' and $5 .00 a month in th e win­
ter. The grain ' was all bagged for !:iale. 

Mr. a nd Mrs. Johl19 raised a family 
of seven; Walter, Mabel, Fred, Eva, 
Jack, Elsie and Bill. 

Walter was ldlled Juy 24, 1914 at the 
age of 30 by lightening. He and his bro­
thel's were returning from Lizzard Lake 
with a load of hay .~vhen overtaken by 
a severe electrical storm. They pulled 
in to the Findlay fa rm for shelter and 
he was struck while looking out the 
barn door. 

Mabel married Sam Pearce of Dar-

iingford alld went to Englefeld, Sask. 
to homestead. They had four girls, 
Alice, Edith, Clara and Edna and twins 
Ha rold and Beulow. Sam had his leg 
amputated at Morden in 1919. Mabel 
passed away in May 1953 and SanJ 
shortly after. Clara is also deceased. 

It'red passed away after a lengthy 
illlless on December 28 1915. He was 
interested in eng ineering and is spoken 
of as having a fun loving nature. 
He spent some time out west helping 
Mabel and Sam and his brothel' Jack 
in time o f need. 

Eva married Roy Checkley (lst cou­
sin of Eph) of Forest River and raised 
two girls. ::\-1arie and Verna. Eva had 
gone to town to school and worked 
as a seamstress. After Roy's death in 
1937 she wOI'ked serving hot school 
lunches. She passed away in November 
1957. Marie was postlnistress for a 
number of yea rs. She manied Alvin 
Graving in 1963 and passed away sud­
denly in ] nG7. Verna married Lewis 
Regelstad and has two children, Carol 
a nd Gary, both trained as pharmacists. 
Marie and Vern a spent many vacations 
at the Johns' farm. 

Jack homest.eaded at St. Brieux, 
Saskatchewan ill 1912. He ma rried Lily 
Williams of Saskatchewan. They have 
a daughter Martha living at Outlook, 
Saskatchewan , and a son, Ernest, at 
home, living on the fann at Engelfeld 
Sasli:atchewan. 

Els ie Inarried Ephriam Check ley in 
191 7 and they stayed in the Middleton 
area raising foul' sons. More detail in 
the Checkley section. 

Bill stayed all the home farm. He 
was very interested in sports and na­
ture and was one of the main members 
of the skating rink which was north 
of his buildings. After a short illness 
in the spring of 1963 he passed away. 
He still drove his 1926 Hudson Sedan 
to town. 
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Mrs. John Johns and granddaughter 

Some of Mr. and Mrs. John Johns famil y: 

Bil l Johns, Mabel Joh ns, El sie Johns, Eva 

Joh ns, and Jack Johns. 

Mr. John Johns 

Bill Johns and Nellie Armitage 
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Mrs. Johns, Eph Check ley, Fred and Alvin , ,Bill Johns. Miss Campbell and Margaret 

and Norman Cheekley. 

Mr. Eph Checkley Sam T ai t and Bill Johns 
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Jones: 

\\lilliam Jones was born N.ovember 
3, 1848 at Barton, On tario and died at 
Manitou, September 25, 1921. 

IUs wife Isabella (Brice) was born 
August 22, 1851 a nd died March 21, 
1936. 

They lived in a li ttle shack on their 
farm east of Manitou in the 1890's 
and later built a house a nd farm 
buildings. 

Infornlation is rather scarce as most 
of the family a.re now deceased, a ll but 
three. There were six boys and four 
girls; Albert, Edward, George, Ernest 
(killed in 1st World War) , Robert, 
James, Laura, Martha, Irene and Kate. 
All are deceased except Irene, Robert 
and James. . 

Irene, Kate, Bob and James attended 
school at Middleton , beginning in the 
spring ()f 1901. Apparently at that time, 
one day was allowed as a holiday in 
June to have their annual picnic. 

Grandpa Jones b.ought his fann frOlll 
Grandma's brother, a man by the name 
of Brice, before 1900 or possibly in the 
early 1890's. Later on when the falilily 
grew up and scattered, Grandpa and 
Grandma lived in Manitou and he dTove 
his horse and buggy to the farm every 
morning to work. 

James, tile young~st son, married 
and lived ()n the farm then. He had a 
son, Jack, and a daughter, Bella.. 

Laura married Jack Tait. They had 
two sons and three daughtel:s. 

Irene married Ernest Jackson and did 
not have a family. 

Robert married May Burnett and far­
med one mile south of Middleton school 
until going to Vancouver where their 
daughter, Marguerite, lives. 

Edward had two daughters and four 
sons, who all served in the 1939-45 war. 

Ernest was killed in France: 
Martha married Nonnan Fanson and 

after his death married Chas. Miller. 
She had several of a family. 

Kate married Chas. Armstrong and 
had one daughter Topsy. 

George married E lizabeth Agnes Ke­
own in Manitou, November 4, 1904 . 
l\1:artha and Norman Fenson were mar­
r ied the same time in Grandpa Jones' 
llouse. George had fi ve sons and three 
daughters who all attended school at 
Middleton School District. Harold re­
tired from the Air Force and lived in 
Trenton, Ontario until hIs death in 
1971. 

Leslie runs a T.V. repair shop in 
La Riviere, Manito ba and has two 
daughters. Allen is living in B.C. and 
has 2 girls and 3 boys. 'Clifford is living 
in Scarborough, Onta rio a nd has three 
girls and one boy. Stuart is caretaker 
at La Riviere school and is not married. 
Eva married Jack Hardy and is n .{)W 
living in \Vinnipeg. 'They have one son 
and one daugh ter. Doris who married 
Cecil Bender near T ueion. and they 
have two children. Hazel rnarl'ied Ron 
Mitche ll and they have two sons and 
one daughter. They live on their farm 
south of l\1anitou. 

Kealey 
Moses and Mary An n Kealey lived 

in a small shack wh ere Alex Young's 
garage is now. NIl'. Finn lived in the 
same house wh en he taught Middleton 
SchQo!. 

Tait - Forrest - Dickson 
Among the early ~ettl e l's in the Mid­

dleton SCl100l di strict were the Taits, 
whose pa rents were early settlers in 
the Ottawa Valley in Ontario. Tlleir 
father , Samuel , callle over from Glas­
gow, Scotland in 1843. He and a 
friend came in a sailing vessel, the trip 
taking six wee ks. Both took up land 
neal' Renfrew. Ontario. In 1847, Sam­
uel'Tait married Isabella Me Ph ail, who 
was born in 1827 near Lanark, Outaricl. 
There were ten children born of this 
uni.on . They all came west except two 
of the girls , aile who died at an early 
age, other who married and settled 
in the East. 

'Their migration to the west seems 
to have been started by one of the 
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early settlers, Samuel Forrest. He came 
west with the Wolsely Expedition in 
1869. When he retuned east he mar­
ried Catherine Tait. In I S79, he and 
his young fanlily came west and ho01e­
steaded S.E.\O.33-3-S. About the same 
time Willia m Tait and William Dickson 
homesteaded the North half of 33-3-S. 
Isabella "fa it married William Dickson. 
In the early records ,of Middleton this 
land was part of Middleton School Dis­
trict. For a time the Fon'est and Dick­
son chidren were pupils in the first 
schooi. The records also show that 
their fa thers, as well as the Taits, ser­
ved as trustees at various times until 
Cons.olidation in 1913. 

In I S80 Alex Tait came west; in I SSI 
he purchased the West 1>23-3-8. Sam 
and Margaret. Tait came west about 
the same time; they remained in '¥in­
nipeg, Sam with J. H. Ashdown Ltd. 
Margaret married W. McKay who was a 
carpenter and contractor. In I S81, Mrs. 
Tait decided to sell the farm at Ren­
frew and join the others in the Wesi.. 
With Christine and Jack they set out by 
the "Albert Lea" route thr.ough the 
USA. 'The mixed train took five days 
to llla };;: e the trip via St. Paul. On arrival 
at Winnipeg they crossed the Red 
River on a ferry at the foot of what 
is now Water Street, stopping at Mer 
rill's Boarding House. Soon after Mrs. 
Tait and Jack came to Man itou to live 
on the farlll tllat had been bought by 
Alex Tait. 

Ghristine worked in vVinn ipeg for :l 
year, then she Etlld her cousin, Jal~es 
Metcalfe drove the one hundred mIles 
fno lll 'Winnipeg to join her mother and 
brother. In 1895 Jacl{ married Laura 
Jon es. His mother then Jived with Alex 
in Manitou until 1897 when Christine 
married Thomas 'Turnbull. From then 
on she made her home with the Tun1-
bulls until her death in 1912. 

The famil y of Jack Tait were all 
raised in the Middleton rustrict. Four 
of them, Ed, Ethel, Bella and Sam at-

tended school there before 1913. Ethel 
taught school in Saskatchewan where 
she met and married Lester Blachford 
and now lives in Colon say) Saskatche­
wan. 

Bella married Jack Leech. She pas­
sed away in 1959. 

Sam ma rried one of the Middleton 
teachers KatheIine McLeod; they are 
now 1ivil~g in Winnipeg. 

Dorothy married Jacl, Ward and 
lives in Winnipeg. Her husband passed 
away. 

Ida married G. S. Forrest and Ed. 
married MaJ;on Bradley. They are both 
sti ll using Manitou as the1r home ad­
dress. 

There was one incident in the life of 
the Jack Tait famil y that was out of 
the ordinary. On July 9th , 1900, their 
house .on 23-3-8 was lifted by a cyclone 
and scattered as far as two miles. 
There were only two children, Ed and 
Ethel at that time. Mr. Tait was at 
work ' on the south end of the farm, 
.out of the path of the storm. By the 
tiule he arrived hOlne on horseback, 
Illost of the neighbo rs were looking for 
Ed who had been carried some dis­
tance. He had a brol;;:en ann and bad­
ly cut face. Mrs. Tait and Elthel es­
caped with a few cuts and bruises. 

Among those from the Middleton 
area who served in His Majesty's Force 
and are or were related to this the 
family are the following : 

Thomas Dicl,son, son of William 
Dickson. 

Ernest Jones brother of Mrs. J. Taii.. 
. Both lost their lives in 1917. 

Stuart Fonest - invalid in 1918. 
Edward Ta it - returned home in 1919 

during the strike that tied up trans 
transllortation a ll over the city. 

'There were several descendants who 
served in the second war. Neil Dickson 
was the .only one .of the first generation 
he was the youngest son of William 
Dickson. 
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McKenny 

MI'. El. McKenny was of English 
descent. He came to IVlanitou in the 
early days. At one time he was a 
jeweler and after settling on a couple 
of acres on the NE of 3-S he s till re­
nail'ed clocks a nd watches for many 
of his neighbors. While in Manitou he 
trained bird dogs for some of the early 
residents who had dog kenn.els at that 
time. It was a s a dog t rainer, that he 
later · nloved lonto th e acreage on NE 
2S-3-S. He did not homestead the land. 
He was there by consent o f the owner 

He was very fond of hunting and 
a lover of good hunting dogs, and at 
times had as many as forty dogs in 
his kennels. 'There was always one ,or 
two well trained and ready for sale . 
T hese dogs were sold in 'Canada and 
lbe USA. One report gave the seIling 
jJrice as $S,OOO.OO which seems a high 
price for those days. In the early 1900'~ 
be ,often went hunting with Ed Tait 
and his uncle Sam Tait. It was Ed's 
duty to drive the buggy fro lll place to 
place and they would take the painter 
and sneak up on the chickens. When 
t.hey were flushed Sam always had 
first shot. If he mi ssed, Mr. McKenny 
,often bagged the same bird. I never 
saw either of them shoot at a s itting 
bird. 

It took a lot of mea t to feed his dogs 
so the local farmers always kne'w 
where to get rid of the old horse thal 
they hated to dispose of themselves . 

H e left lbe distlict about 1909 when 
a number of young men of the area 
went west to homestead north of Bat­
tIeford , a t Paynton, Saskatchewan . 

Rutherford 

Andrew had four Sisters, Mrs. Gid 
Owens, Mrs. Albert Owens, 'Mrs. Jim 
Anderson , all of Manitou, a nd Mrs. Mc­
Claren of Swan Lake. Andrew married 
Nellie Moore of Mather and they made 
their home in the Middleton District on 
NEl4 26-3-S (Alex Young's ). Over the 
years th ey made a home for a good 
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man y of the local teachers. 
Andrew died in 1936. Mrs. Ruth er­

ford with the a id of her brother Willie 
Moo'rc, remained all the farm until hel 
sale in 1939. Mrs. Rutheliord spent 
the next year visiting in the Mather! 
and M anitou districts. She then went 
to vVinnipeg where she resided until 
her death. 

Swanson 

Johu Swanson was a Drover, that is 
a buyer, from Caithness, Scotla nd. He 
and his family came from Pali:enham, 
Ontario. '1'heil' six Children, Ben, Alex, 
John Anne Julia and Kate were born 
here.' Kate ' and Anne married in On­
tario. Anne going to New Zealand and 
Kate remaining in Ontario. Ben work­
ed in the Okanagan Valley, B.C. during 
the time the fam ily lived in Ontario. 
Later, he, Alex, Juli and his mother 
and father came out to Carman, Mani­
toba where Ben worked in the Grist 
Mill at Old Nelson and th en in the mill 
at Cannan owned by \tViII Clendening. 
During th e time he worked at Garman 
he took up a homestead in the Manitou 
district, before the railroad came 
through and Emerson was their town. 
He homesteaded SWl431-3-7 and SEl4 
36-3-S. Alex took up NWl41S-3-7. 

Ben built a log house on the land and 
made the improvements that were re­
quired of a homestead, spending many 
months a t it. He often told of how he 
had Clopies of Bryon and Burns and 
how he had memorized them to put in 
time. 

In l SS2, on September 21st, he mar­
ried Lucy Furnier of Carman. TheIr 
famili es had lived side by side at Car­
man. Lucy's mother and father came 
from Wall,erton, Ontario, he being of 
French descent and she Scotch. Lucy 
and Ben were married under an elm 
tree by the old Grist Mill on the Boyne 
River .. I-I e bl,ought his bride home to 
the log house where their six children, 
Lucy, Alex, Annie, Laura, Lawrence 
and Ru by were born. 



Ben took a n a ctive part in the dis­
trict affairs and helped in organizing 
the Middleton School, where later his 
fanli ly was educated. He was Super­
intendent of the Church and Sunday 
School for a number of years. The Rev. 
Beveridge was lO ne of the ministers 
who came out there during this time. 

Ben's fathe r a nd mother lived with 
him; his father passed away in 1885 
a nd h is mother in 1890. 

He owned one of the first stearn 
threshing machines and he did the 
threshing in the district. It was the 
type that was hand fed a nd the grain 
was all bagged. They puJled the engine 
around with horses. They often told 
of how they got it bogged down in the 
wet years and ho w it took hours to get 
it out. 

In 1893, Ben buil t a new frame house 
which was in use until sLx years ago. 
In this home his fam ily grew up. Alte r 
fini shin g school as far as they could 
in Middleton, Alex (better known as 
Doc) and Annie went to school in Man­
itou . Alex then wen t to Veterinary 'Col­
lege to become a veterinarian ; he came 
back to Manitou to practice when he 
finished his co urse. Here he mal'l'iecl 

. Annie Dic}{son and raised his family of 
three sons and one daug hter. 

Annie became a teacher and after 
Leaching for a nu mber of years she 
married H erb Tufts of Boissevain . T h ey 
later went to farnl in Saskatchewan: 

In Janua ry of 191.0, Ben sold ou t 
and moved the remainder of the fam­
ily to Manitou. Then he, his brother 
Alex, Lucy and Lawrence went to Bow­
el, Alberta and bo ught a horse mn ch . 

Laura was nlarried during this time 
to John Dickson and Ruby was mar­
ried to T homas Nairne. 

When Ben came ba ck to Manitou in 
winter of 1913, Lucy came with him. 
In spring she married John McAuley. 
When Ben went back to the ranch he 
took his wife, Lucy, with him and 
they remained there until 1925. They 
then caIne back to live with Laura in 

vVinnipeg where Lucy suffered a 
s troke. Up.on her recovery they moved 
out to Manitou to live with R uby, but 
spent time amongst the fa mily. In 
Ma rch of 1933 Lu cy passed away a nd 
the foll owing year in Augus t, Ben a lso 
passed away. 

T hey have left a living mark in their. 
fa mily with t heir stl'Ong Christain faith. 

Owe·ns 

Albert Owens of Al'nprior, Ontario 
f irst lived north of Darlingliord on the 
farm now owned by Gordon Cram. He 
obtained this land from the crown on 
December 29 1883. Alber t and his wife 
Annie R uther fo rd, had two Children, 
P earl a nd Ed. On May 29, 1893 this 
f a1'lH was sold to Alex Cram. 

MI'. Owens bad obtained NW26-3-8 
f rom the Huds.on Bay Co. in the Mid­
dleton District. T his farm is now own­
ed by Mr. Alvin Checkley. Albert and 
Annie moved with their children mak­
ing this their home and taking au act­
ive part in their community and Church 
life. 

Mrs. Owens died about 1897. In 1919 
Pearl married J oe Compton of Dar­
lin g fol'd. Tl1ey had two children. Bill 
of Winnipeg, Lorna (Mrs. Mel Ca ssels ) 
Ma ni to u. Alber t died in 1929. Ed fa rm­
ed until 1934 when he sold t he fa rm to 
Mr. E. Checkley. Ed worked for sev­
eral year s for late W. J . Speirs T hor­
oug hbred Horse Fa rm at ''-'hittier Park. 
Following his retirement he had lived 
several years in ' :Vinnipeg before his 
death in 1962. 

McAuley 
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J ohn McAnley, one of a family of 
t en of Scottish descent, was born in the 
Ottawa Valley near Va nleek Hill. He 
came west in 1888 and took a job with 
Ben Swanson. During the time he 
worked , he purchased the S I> 24-3-8 
from Margaret John soll. However, he 
continued to work for Ben and pay for 
the farm . He was Ben's first water 
boyan his steam engine when they did 



the threshing in the district. His sis­
ter Katie, Mrs. Charlie 'Cousins of 
McKenzie, a nd brothel' Phil of Manitou 
came .out before him. Sandy and Dall 
went to B.C. in 1896. Dan took part 
in the Alaska Gold Rusb , later taking 
up a farm in B.C. Angus took his 
family to farm in Sasi{atchewan. Dunk 
farmed neal' \Vinnipeg. Margaret, lVII'S. 
\"iIIiam Dutton, settled in " ' innipeg 
and three sisters remained in Ontario. 

John helped to build Ben's frame 
house; afterwards, he batched on hi .:: 
farm and belped them until th ey sold 
out fn 1910 to take up a horse ranch at 
Bowel, Alberta. 

On Mal'cb 28 th, 1913, he married 
Lucy Swanson, upon her return from 
the west, a nd they continued to live 
on his farm. 

Theil' only child, Margaret, was born 
in February 1917. She received her 
education in Middleton School where 
her mother had received hers, and went 
o n to high school in Manitou. 

Mr. McAuley passed awa y in Ocl­
tober, 1938. Mrs. McAuley continu ed 
farming with the help of her nephe\\'. 
Alan Cousins a nd Ma rga ret, until 1944 
when she had a sale of effects and 
bought a home, the Deamel house, in 
Manitou. There she was joined by her 

P.N. trainin g in Morden and is noW 
working in \¥ innipeg. Linda worked fot' 
the M .T. S. at MOI'den and now is ill 
vVinnipeg too. Frances and John are in 
school. 

Berry 

James Berry bol'l1 Jun e G, 1844. came 
to M anitoll in the 1860's walldng In 
from Emerson, remaining the summel'~ 
and l'et1ll11ing to the east fol' the win­
ters. One winter. at the time of the 
Gold Rush , he spent in th e Y uli.: on . . \ 
pair of minor's boots especially made 
w ith iron sales for tramping around 

brothel', Lawrence .Swanson who was Mr. and Mrs. T om Berry 

in ill health and passed o n shortly. 
In June 1947 Margaret married Jef­

frey Pederson, La R iviere who was on 
the r ailroad but in 1945 they returned 
to the home farm. 

Theil' children; M ay, Mary and L inda 
attended Middleton School. Frances 
and John began th eir sch!ooling in 
M anitou being tran sported by van. 

Mrs. McAuley lived with her daugh­
ter's family until her death in October 
1959. May graduated from,high sch·ool 
in 1967 and went into MIT where she 
trained as a Practical Nurse. She mar­
ried Charlie Vidnes of Carberry in 
April 1969 a nd went to live in Moose 
Jaw, Sasl{atchewan. 'They have a Their famil y: Bill , Jim, Jack, Don, Dulcie and 

daughter. Mary. who has COI!lpleted her S'arbara. 
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rocks were aI~ound for years. 

Jam es homesteaded th e Nill%' 2-4-8 
a ncl bought th e SE'42-4-8. A log house 
was buil t on t he SE~ and his moth er 
Ann BelT), a nd ~ i ster Elizabeth joined 
him in th e late 1870's. 

Elizaueth ma rried '''' illiam Compton 
of OpawaJ.;:a. They had f.our sons -
Frank drove taxi and then Grey Goose 
buses, James - fanned the home place 
later movin g to \;Vinnipeg where he now 
live:3. Howard and Lester will be re­
m embered as bush pilots. At the out­
break of the last war th ey were too 
old to join up so they were t ra in ers at 
~o . Five Bombing SchooL Lester was 
k illed on duty. 

Elizabeth Berry Compton di ed on 
November 11. 1920 and her mother, 
Ann BeITY, who had been living with 
her d i ~d . November 21 , 1920 in her 
9Gth yeal'. 

J ohn Be lTY (Jim's brother) who was 
born October 16. 1849 at Otta"'a, came 
to Manitou in 1880 with his wife and 
two ch ildren . . ..\. l'thUl" and May. They 
remained briefly then mO\'ed on to 
homestead at Cavalier, North Dakota 
where they remained until 1895. Two 
~o n s, ""illia m in 1 SS4 and 'Thomas in 
l S8 7, were born while they were liv ing 
at Ca\'aUer. Fanny l\Ioore. wife of John 
Berry. died January 30. 1889 in Elk­
\yood , ~orth DaJ\Ota in her 2!Jth year. 
:Shortly afterwards, the family moved 
to :\Ianitou staying with the Grand­
moth~r a nd Uncle Jim from 1891 to 
1895 when they m oved to Grandview. 
TonI 's Grandmoth er felt it was too far 
to ta ke a boy so young so he reniained 
with hi~ Uncle Ji m and Gra ndmother. 

Tom atte nd ed Middleton School, as 
had Arthur. :\fa~' and \Vill iarn wh ile 
t hey lived here , an d \yorked with his 
Uncle Jim. T,om manied Margaret 
(Peggy ) Cadger and remain ed living 

. on the homestead. Uncle Jim re turned 
to th e East for a visit. took ill , an d 
passed awa\' December 2. 1923, 

T om continued operating tile fa rm 
until I ~i) 1 with th e exception of a brief 

time early in the 1930s when the fam ­
i1y went west to Calgary th en retu111ed 
to Manitou w here they lived a co uple 
of years returning to the farm in No­
vem ber 1932. The family moved to 
Winnipeg May 1951 where they lived 
until the time of his death January 23, 
1960 with the exception of fo ul' years 
1955-59 s pent farming with son Donald 
at Clark leig h. 

Peggy made a hOlne with he r daugh­
ter Dulcie in \Vinnipeg until her sud­
clen passing June 8, 1967 when visiting 
he1' dau ghte r Barbara (Mrs . George 
Moody) in Mo ntreal. 
TOlll a nd Peggys Family 

\\"iIliarn - D n completing his High 
Scheol in Manitou joined the RCAF in 
1941 a nd served overseas until 1945. 
On his discharge he took over the 
family farm. On July 28 th , 1951, he 
luarried Doreen Davidson of the New 
Haven district and they with their 7 
children, Marie, Davidson, E lva, Nora 
.-\nn, l\ r t hur, Donna May and Alice are 
living on the Bel'l'Y farm. 

James - who also served overseas in 
the RCAF married a girl fronl Hull, 

. Quebec a nd t hey have a son , Wayne, 
a nd a daughtej', Brenda. Jiln is. with 
the ' De]Ja ltment of Vital S ta tistics in 
Ottawa. 

John - served in the RCAF and on 
his discharge went to university ob­
taining a degree in Mechanical Engi­
neerin g . Jack with his wife and five 
ch ild ren, Patric};; , Thomas, J.o-Anne, 
James a nd Barbara live in \Vinnipeg. 

Don a ld - worli:ed lout locally, rail the 
maintainer for several 'years, bought 
grain at Bo issevain, Ericl-::son and 
Dauphin for the Pool. He then toOk U]J 
farmin g at Cla rldeig h, moved briefly 
to Bahl10ra l th en to Killa l11 ey a nd on 
to Souris where he now lives with his 
wife ) Ida , a nd two sons, Brian and 
Kevin. They operate a dairy farm . 

Dulcie - on ' leaving school went into 
the Royal Bank in 'Manitou where she 
\vorked a number of years before mov­
ing- to \<Vinnipeg. Dulcie is .s till -i.vith the 
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Royal Bank working in the head ,office. 

Barbara - on completing her school­
ing took a course to become a seed 
analyst working in vVinnipeg until her 
lllarriage to George Moody .of Manitou. 
They were at Goose Bay, Labrador and 
are now living in Montreal with their 
son Gregory and daughter Evelyn. 

Nairne 

ThOlnas Dever I\ail'n e and his wife 
call1'e from Perth, Scotland, neal' Dun 
Dee, to settle in Pakenham, Ontru'io. 
Here their family of three boys and 
two girls, George, J ohn , William, Alice 
and Mary, were born. Later th ey came 
to Fort Garry wh ere they lived in a 
tent. During this tim e their two sons, 
John a nd William, died and in 1879 
they came to the Manitou district. 

They took up a homestead on the 
farm now owned by Jim Hamilton , NE 
36-3-8. Theil' son , George, took up a 
homestead on the farm now owned by 
John Hamilton. N 30-3-7, and rnal'ried 
Christine 'Tough. [n 1883 thei r e ldest. _ 
daughter was bam Qf a family of foul' 
girls a nd fo ur boys , May, Tom, John 
Mary, Bob, Hugh (Toot), Christin e 
and J essie. They received their educa­
tion in the Middleton School and at­
tended church and Sunday School in 
t.he school house. Tom said he had 
Sam Fmrest for his Su nday School tea­
cher and in 1892 he had started to 
school. 

AJice and "Mary remained in th e dis­
trict, Alice marrying E)dward (Ted­
die) CalTis and Mary marrying Harry 
Finley. 

Thomas and his wife passed away 
on the farm. 

In 1905 George and his family sold 
out and moved to Manitou where he 
drove the Rura l Ma il in the district 
north of Manitou for a number of 
years. His famil y was widely spread 
with Tom and Bob making theil' home 
in Manitou. He passed away in March 
of 1924. 'Christine remained in Mani-
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tau where she took a great pleasure 
in gardening. She passed on in Octobel 
of 1934. 

On May 4th , 1915 T om married Ruby 
Swanson and they have remained in 
Manitou ever since. Tom was Our 1m·· 
perial Oil man for a number of years 
and later ran the cream truck untiL 
his reti rement. They have a family 01' 
two sons, Rona ld (Din) and Robert. 
R onald is th e Immigration Officer at 
Snowflake and :H.obel't is with a con­
stru ction company in Hollywood, Ca!· 
ifornia. 

Boyle 

Thoma.s Boyle moved with hi , 
family frOln Kinburn , Ontario ill 1877. 
They settled on the SWl414-3-7 , a nd 
shortly after Tom took up a homestead 
on the SE%30-3-7. later adding the S\\' 
\, by pre-emption. After getting settled 
on th e homestead, Tom returned and 
manied his boyhood sweetheart. Sarah 
Jane Owens. In those early years the 
growin g season was very short and the 
crops froze year after year. They got 
enough frozen wh eat to make bread 
of a sort - but they ca1'l'ied a ll. " 'ith 
no saleable grain . machine payments 
couldn't be made and one fall the ma­
chine company came and took Tom'~ 
best team of horses. After many heart­
breakin g years , times improved and 
the farm was finally a paying pro­
pOSition. 

Their family comprised Edgar and 
Laura who got their edllCation at Mid­
dleton School. Edgar married Dlanche 
R ombough and Laura married H er­
bert Storey, all now deceased. Tom 
passed away in 1921 and his \\' i f,e many 
years later after living on tIle farm 
with her son and daughter-ill-la\\'. 

Edgar and Blanche had one daughter 
Alice. She married Dick Shaver and 
lives in vVinnipeg. They have five child· 
ren , three girls and two boys. Edgar 
sold the farm in 1945 to Ron a ld ',"ad­
dingham and th ey moved to :\forden. 
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Carriss 

Edward (Tedd y) Cal1'iss a nd his 
wife (A lice Nairne) were anLOng the 
"ery ea,·:,. settlers of t he Middleton 
district. '!' il ey came here about 1878 01' 

1879. T he'il' first abode was on the 
ncrth east Cornel' of the farm now 
owned by Jim H amil ton. Th ey had a 
store and t he ma il was al!:io brough t 
there Later th ey bought NW36-3-S 
and NE:U -3-7 wa!:i their P re-emptioll . 

T here were three girls, Annie (M)·s. 
S. Hancock ), Alice (Mrs . Jack T uff) 
a nd Florence (MI's. Neil Gavigan) a nd 
five boys, Ed , Tom , Bob, Jo hn a nd 
fred. Fred was killed overseas in the 
"'irst World War, 

'The mothej' died while the family 
were quite ycung. They lived here 
until abou t 1908 when the fam ily mov­
ed to T Ul'tlefol'd, Sasli:atchewan where 
the fa ther a nd sons took up home­
stea ds. 

Hancock 

Silas Hancocli: was born at Oshawa, 
Ontario. H e came to the IVl anitoli dis­
trict about ] 892. H e wOI'Ii: ed with a 
ston e mason and fa rmed in the M c­
Kenzie distr ict and in the Somerset 
<l !HI Altam ont area. 

He married Annie Carriss and they 
came to live on 36-3-S in the Middle­
to n district a bou t 1905 0 1' 1909 when 
the Can'iss fa mily moved to Turtleford, 
Saskatchewan. "Th ere wel'e three boy::; 
and four girls in th eir family. John, 
Clifford and Clarence all Jive in Mani­
to u. Clarence marri ed Ida T icknor. 
'They haye two girls and a boy, F lor­
ence ( ~1rs. R on Dobson ). Ma rilyn (Mr; . 
Bill J ordan) a nd Da le. 

lVIina (Mrs. \~'ilI i am Bam ford) lives 
in the M cKenzie district. T hey have 
two boys and five gir ls. 

Alice (Mrs . Ha rry Leatherdale ) lives 
in the Middleton district. 

Vera an d Ida are in ' Vinn ipeg. 

Leath erdale 

Ha rry Leatherdale came to the Mid­
dleto n district from Rosebank in t he 
fall of 1925. He ren ted the farm where 
John H anliIton now lives. H e married 
Alice Hancock in 1930. He bought the 
N 'h 24-3-S fr,om Geo l'ge J ones. T hey 
have one daughtel' Gwen and one son 
Murray. 

Gwen is ma rried to Althur Kemp of 
Woodbay. T hey have three children, 
Linda, Ross a nd Dale, 

Murray and his father operate the 
hom e farm. 

Spr,ung 

In tile spring of 1900, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fitz Allen Sprung moved to E 1-4-S. 
Theil' son Gabriel Sprung bought 
the E IH2-4-S at t he same time. 

Fitz Allen's family consisted o f Gab-
riel, Emma, D ora, John and M orris. 

Emma maiTied T om Gorrell. 
Dora ma rried Will Archer. 
In 1904, Mr. a nd Mrs. SpJ'Ung Sr. 

built a house in Darlingford and re­
tired fr0111 fanl1ing. Mr3. Sprung died 
in 1906 and Fitz Allen in 1920. 

Gabriel ma rried Alberta Sho bbrook 
in 1905. Gor don , was born ,on the fam­
ily farm in 1909 and Fred in Darling­
for d in 1913. Bena was bol'l1 in 1920 a t 
which time the mother, Alberta, passed 
away, 

Norman Check ley worked the land 
in 13, 14 a nd 15. Eph Checld ey worked 
it from 16 to 18. Melville Evans oc­
cupied the fa rm frol11 1919-1925. Gab­
j-iel had mar ried M innie Storey of 
Darlingf.ord , and as she was very in­
terested in farm ing the family r eturn­
ed to the EIH-4-8 and the EllOI 2-4-8 in 
the spring of 1925. 

Berta died in 1928 after a session 
of Sca rlet Fever which tUl'l1ed to Pneu­
monia. 'The sam e year Gabr iel and Min­
nie adopted a three mon th old girl , 
El sie Mae, 
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In 1933 Gordon manied Ellen Scharf 
of La Riviere. T heir five children are 
Harold, Allen , Ma urice, R Utll and Ross, 



Gabriel, died in 1939 and Minnie in 
J 954. Minnie and Elsie Mae moved to 
Manitou in 1939 after Gabriel died. 

Elsie married Richard Scanlan on 
May 26. They have two girls, Shauna 
and Deidre. 

In 1964 Gordon and his wife moved 
to Manitou. Harold married Carol 
Neighbour in 1960. Their family con­
sists of Richard and Veronica. Maurice 
married Elaine 'Tickner ,of Darlingfol'c1 
in 1964 and are at present living on 
the family farm. They have two daugh­
ters, Laurie and Leanne, and a S011, 
Philip, who are the fifth generation to 
live on that IMd. 

Allan works in Winnipeg. Ruth 
married Dwight Cook in 1969 and they 
live at Steeprock , Manitoba. Ross is 
111arried to Linda Meggison and works 
fo r Canada Packers in Manitou. 

HarOld. AHan, Maurice, 'Ruth and Ross Sprung 

Fred E. Sprung 

Fred Sprung moved to t he Middleton 
district from Darlingford in 1925 to 
the farm now occupied by Maurice and 
Elaine Sprung. On returning from the 
RCAF he took up residence on the 
Norman Checkley farm in 1947 SW1-4-
8. In 1951 he married the former Bea 
Alexander of Roblin. They have two 
children, Tom, who is employed by 
Manitoba Hydro. He is married to Lisa 
Amy of Darlingford and they have a 
son Chris, and Jean is in High School. 
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The Fred Sprung house in the 20's when the 
Norman Checkleys lived there. 

Bell 

The Bell family lived in Manitou 
where Mr. Bell worked for Matt Rid· 
dell and Dr . . McGillivary (veterinary) in 
the livery barn and farmed Mr. Rid­
dell's farm (NEI> 34-3-S, Ron Dobson's) 
In 1906 the family moved out to the 
farm. Gertrude (Mrs. George Sims of 
Manitou) and Florence (Mrs. Allan 
Marshall of Kaleida) started to Mid­
dleton School in June 1907. After holi­
days they wen t back until November 
Sth when the family moved back to 
Manitou. 

Gertie remenlbers their often being 
across the cornel' to see Mr. McKenny 
and his many dogs. They also l'emenl­
bel' the treats he always had to give 
them. 

Beatty 

The Beatty fam ily came from the 
east in spring of 1£)07 to make th eir 
h01ne on the Dave Lowry place NE¥.! 
22-3-S. It was the winter of the deep 
snow and the family had to stay .over 
at Harvey Dicksons before they could 
get to their place. \rVhen the snow went 
buildings showed up that they didn 't 
even know they had. Earl, who now 
lives at Tisdale, Saskatchewan, and his 
brother, E lsworth, attended Middleton 
School for a couple of terms before 
the family moved west. They are youn­
ger brothers, of the late Mrs. Arthur 
Dobson. 



Hutter 

The Peter Hutters lived where Jim 
Dobson now lives EJ\627-3-S. Mr. Hutter 
was a carpen tel' by trade and built the 
barn still standing there. This barn is 
one of the last around to be built using 
wooden pegs. The timbers were all 
notched and pegged. I-larry, Glenn, 
Jesse, Margaretta, Arlene and Annie 
all attended Middleton School begin­
ning in June 1907 until December 1912. 
1\1"1'. Hutter was an active member of 
the schoo l board. 

Checkley 

Ephriam Checldey came to Middle­
ton in 1907 and worked for Albert 
Owens. He left and came back in 1910 
with I\'"orman, Mary and Mrs. Check­
ley to the Swanson fanll . Mrs. Check­
ley remained until March 16, 1916 
when she left to live with her daughter 
Annie a.t the west coast. She passed 
away in 1930. 

Mary stayed here for a while before 
marrying Mr. McDonald. They had a 
son and a daughter and they all live at 
the west coast. 

Eph married Elsie Johns in 1917 and 
lived on the SEl-4-S (Sprung farm) 
for one and one-half years. They spent 
the winter on NE27-3-S and bought SW 
35-3-8 - Hewitts. They resided here un­
til 1934 when they moved across the 
road to the Owens farm NW26-3-S. Eph 
was very fond of horses and has many 
ribbons. He served ,on the local school 
board as a trustee. They raised a fam­
ily of fOlll' sons, Fred , Alvin , Tom and 
Floyd. They retired to town in 1956. 
Eph passed away J a nuary 1st, 1960 at 
the age of 81 years. Elsie married again 
in 1967 to George Beckett. They lived 
at Beausejour for a wh ile before re­
turnin g to Manitou. 

Fred and Alvin both served in the 
Ail'force and were avid hockey and 
skating fans. They also liked to hunt. 
Fred manied Helen Osterlund of Sas­
katoon while in the Airforce. They 
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farmed a short while on the McAuley 
farm before moving southeast of Mani­
tou. They raised a family of four, Jim, 
Sharon, Bob, and Don. Fred farmed 
and later worked for the Good Roads. 
They moved to St. James in 1966. 

Alvin, as a lad, spent many hours 
skating and playing hockey. Alvin and 
Fred b,Qth took all their schooling at 
Middlet,Qn. Alvin married Helen John­
St,Q1l in 1953 and they have five child­
ren, Brent, Dianne, twins Dale and 
Daryl and Cheryl. Brent and Dianne 
started school at Middleton before 'COll­
solidation. 

Tom and Floyd took their High 
School training in Manitou. Tom work­
ed as an electrician's helper before 
1110ving to ,"Vinnipeg to work. He mar­
ried Edith Pinder fI\Clln Kaleida and 
they have three chldren, Brenda, Bev­
erly and Grant. Floyd married Pat 
Hodgson of Manitou, they have four 
children Myles, Brad, Dawn and Tri­
ci. Floyd farms from town ' with Alvin. 

Norman farmed the Sprung farm 
SEl-4-8 in 1912 and Eph took over 
while Norman was away. Norman mar­
ried Margaret Balfour, settled on the 
Johnson farm. They had two daugh­
ters, Marjorie and Shirley. Margaret 
passed away while the family were 
young and Norman married Bette 
bringing her daughter Mary to join the 
family. Mrs. Checkley helped start the 
first Ladies Group in 1936. A group of 
ladies that are still active. They re­
tired t.o Manit,Qu in 1950. Norman was 
school caretaker and Mrs. Checldey 
hospital matron before they retired to 
the wes t coast where daughter Mary 
lived. Marjorie married Herb Pelzel: 
they have two Children, Craig and Peg­
gy. Shirley married Deane Hillsman 
and they have two children. Shirley 
passed away in 1967. Mary married 
George Piercy. 

McNab 

McNabs moved aro und 1910 from the 
Midland district to the Matt Riddell 



place SWI>34-3-S, where Ron Dobson 
now lives, remaining until early in 1920 
when they moved to Manitou. 

Elsie (Mrs. Coughtry) did not at­
tend school at Middleton but played 
the organ fol' th e Christmas concerts. 

Alex was killed overseas in the First 
World War; D. D. (Donald) a lso served 
overseas . William and Bella (Mrs. Dea­
mel) a ll attend school at Middleton . 

There are two younger s ister, Jean 
(Mrs. Barclay) of Manito ll and Jessie 
in Vancouver. 

Mitchells 

The Mitchells moved from Manitou 
to the Tom Toohey place (E'h 35-3-8, 
Doug Young's) in th e spring of 1911. 
Roy, who now lives at \Vaterman , 
lIIinois and Lloyd , now <If Victoria, 
B.C.--were at school. Ella (Mrs. Cecil 
Biggar) of Manitou started after 
Easter the next yea!'. Marjorie (Mrs. 
Young of Crystal City) started after 
Easter in ] 914 and 'Tommy, now of 
Winnipeg started in the fall of 1920. 
Early in the spring of 1921 the family 
moved to Darlingfo!'d. Of the . young 
members, Joe is now in the 'Tabor 
Home at Morden, Bessie (Mrs. J ack 
Wilson) is living at Red Deer, AlIlerta. 
Ivan lives at Calgary and Morris was 
killed in a car accident. 

V'oros 

They were a Hungarian fanlily who 
came to this district to work, about 
1915. They lived in the buildings for 
several years where Bill Hamilton now 
lives. Mr. Voros worked for 'lV. F. Ellis 
blastin g stumps and clearing land, he 
also dug some ditches to drain Lizard 
Lake. Ml'. Ell is owned most of Lizard 
Lake. The water would go down in it 
in the s ummer and there would be lots 
of hay a round the edges. Farmers came 
for miles to pu t up hay for the winter 
for their stock. 

'There were two boys and a girl in 
the Voros famil y, Szilard, Bessie and 
Mike. The two older children had been 

to school before they came here but 
Mike, the youngest, started here and he 
couldl1't speak English. They really had 
to learn OUI" language as well as start­
ing school. 

The oldest boy, Szilard , had found 
some dynamite caps. He and Bessie 
were on the way to school in the 
1110rning an d he undertook to light a 
cap and he had his hand blown off. 
Bessie ran back home and got Minnie 
Storey from acnoss the road. It was 
in the late spring and ' all the men 
were away to work 

They moved to Mal'chland , Saskat­
chewan from here and are presently 
still living there. Mike is in Alaska. 

St ano 

Hershel Stone was born at Scugog 
Island , Ontario July 16, 1877. Mrs. 
Stone (Ada Snelgrove) was born at 
Little Britain , OntariO, September 28 , 
1878. They were married at Hannah, 
No!'th Dakota on October 2, 1908. One 
son Melville was bom March 13, 1911. 

'They came to live in this district 
about i 920. They lived on the farm 
where John Hamilton now lives. 'They 
also lived aCliOSS the road where Bill 
Hamilton li ves and they bought "the 
land' where Richard Hamilton lives. 
They built up t he buildings there and 
so ld that farm to Richard Hamilton in 
1942. They came to church a t Middle­
ton and Mel received his education 
here. Mr. and Mrs. Stone went back to 
On tario after they sold the faml. 

Dobson 

Amos Breckon Dobson was born in 
Yorkshire, England July 30th, 1878 and 
along with a brother Alf came to the 
United States when a young man. On 
.July 4th, 1905 he hlarried Hannah Janr, 
Barker who was born in Yorkshire, 
England, November 30th, 1878. They 
spent their early married life in Mil­
waukee, \~lisconsin where Mr. Dobson 
was policeman for t he railroad. While 
in the States five children were born, 
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MR. AN D MRS. HERSHEL STONE 

Taken the day of Alex and Eileen's twe nty.fifth 
wedding anniversary. 

Bill , Mother, Eileen, J ane, Mary and Jim. 
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\Villiam, Eileen, George, Tom and Jane. 
Tom was born ·in Yorl.;:shire, England, 
when the family were back to the o ld 
country on a holiday. 

Alf Dobson came to Canada in the 
~lImm er months of HJ14 and worked 
for Jack S te vIe I' (fathe r.of Ernie Step­
ler, IHanitou) and then began fanning 
on 35-3-9, now th e Ed Cassels farm. 
In 1917 Mrs. Amos Dobson and th eir 
five ch ildre n came to the Alf Dobson 
farm and in November luoved to 11-4-~ 
in the Hazel district. In the spring of 
1918 Mr. Amos Dobson joined his wife 
and family and began farming. 'Three 
more' children were born while in this 
district, I\1ary, Amos and James. In th e 
s pring of 1927 th ey came to the Mid­
dleton di s trict settling ' on 27-3-S. III 
Octobe r 1954 th cy retil'l"d to Manitou 
after their youngest son Jim marrietl 
Mr. Dobson had the misfortune to fall , 
in February of 1956 and break his hip. 
This caused more trouble and he had 
to have his leg amputated below the 
kn ee that summer. He never seemed to 
regain his health and passed away 
August 1st, 1957. Mrs. Dobson lived 
alone in her house in town and enjoyed 
visits fpom her family and grandchild­
ren and friends. She enjoyed g.oing to 
church and was always interested in 
community affa irs. She passed away 
on June 28th , 1962 in her 84 th year. 

William 
Born in Milwaukee, \Visconsin ill 

1907. In 1929 h e rented NW%2-4-8 from 
Mr. Bill Falls, New Haven , and in 1932 
lllarried Laura Hay, a nurse from 
Clearwater. 'Three ch ildren were born. 
Ronald 1933, Ken 1936, J ean 1935 be­
fore Laura. passed away in 1940. In 
1941 Bill ma rried Margare t Young and 
their family was Mac, Banie. Joe, Neil. 
Dale, Marie and Shane. Tn 1944 th ey 
boug ht section 31-3-8, % mil~ n,QIth of 
Manitou, and farmed it until 1956 when 
they moved to Manitou. 

Ron married Florence Hancock and 
they fa rm 8W% 34-3-8 and E%34-3-S. 
They have 3 children. Ken manages 
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the Crys tal City Creamery. He married 
Dorothy Sparrow of MacGregor in 1963 
and they have two c hildre n . J ean mar­
ried Lorne McLean and they have 3 
ch ildren . 'They farm south of Manitou. 
Mac is employed with Harrison and 
Norvell Communications in Winnipeo' 
and Barry is employed as an auto~ 
body man in Boissevain. Joe is on the 
staff .of the B C Cable Co. In Win nipeg. 
Ned IS a foreman with Bird 'Construc­
tion in vVinnipeg. Dale is in the druo-

" department o f Woodward's in West-
minster, and Marie and Shane are in 
school. Eileen (Mrs. Alex McDonald) 
lIves 111 Manitou where her husband is 
emp loyed. 'They have three children 
Allan , Stuart and Shirley. George pas~ 
!:5ed away in ] 925 aged 13 years. Tom 
was with th e R CAF overseas and on 
his return bought 8W~34-3-S . H e pas­
sed away in 1956. Jane and her hus­
band Melville S tone live in Darling­
ford. They have tw.o sons, Jim married 
Grace Lowry, living at Kelowna. B.C. 
they have three children De bbie, Kenny 
and DavId. Donald married Joyce Lone 
and they have one Son Robbie. They 
make their home at The Pas. 

Mary married Stuart Young. See 
Y oung history. Amos enlisted in R CAF 
in 1941. While pos ted a t Dorval he was 
killed on acti ve duty in an accident 
neal' E llenberg, N. Y. James and his 
wife Marge (nee 80lwioski) live on the 
the Il ome farm 27-3-8. M rs. Dobson 
is matron of Manitou HospitaL There 
are 3 childre n: Ric hard. Robert, Lora. 

Cadger 

Cadgers moved to the l\1iddleton dis­
trict in the fall of 1920 making theil' 
home all the NE%3G-3-S (Jim Ham­
ilton's) . Then they moved for one sum­
mer to the Norman Checldey place 
(SW I41 -4-S) a nd then to the Bill Govier 
farm (NWIH-4-S) where they lived 
until March 1924 whe n they moved to 
the McFadde n Dis trict. In the spring 
of 19z7 they moved back to where Jack 
Brown now lives (8W6-4-7). Mr. Cad-



gel' had bought the land before but 
didn't build on it until then. 'They lived 
fI~om April until early November on 
this farm and then moved to \Vinnipeg 
where Mr. Cadger took lip landscaping 
grounds which he continued working 
at until his passing in 1961. The Cadger 
family, Barrie (Mrs. Claud e Foster) 
lives in \Vinnipeg, Peggy (Mrs. TOll1 
Berryl. passed away in June 1967, Liz­
zie (Mrs. W. Darling) lives in Treherne 
Robert Cadger, Wpg. , Alice (Mrs. F, 
Matheson) is .in Winnipeg, as is Gertie 
(Mrs. A. Sim) and Molley (Mrs . 'Chris 
Daman) lives a,t St. Germaine. 

McGregors 
George McGregor worked for the 

CPR in Man itou and enlisted in the 
184tb Battalion. On his retu1'll from 
overseas he contin ued wOl'ldng for the 
CPR and bought th e SE\4 3-4-8 through 
the Soldier Settlement Board. He con­
tinued to live in town working the land 
from there until t he early 1920's when 
the family moved to the farm. 

Annie - Mrs. Clifford Gorrell of Win­
nipeg. 

Mary - Mrs. Jack Bannister of Win­
nipeg. 

Robert - Annie, Mary, and Robert 

of Manitoll were away from home by 
the time the family moved to the farm. 
Bob worked out around Kaleida before 
joining up and going oveseas. On his 
return he worked in vVinnipeg com ing 
back to the farm in the fall of 1947. 
Bob and his wife, Margaret, have two 
sons, Bill and J ack. They moved the 
farm site to th e present Location on 
November 11 th, 1948. 

Walter - also served overseas and is 
now farming at Birch River. 

Jean - Mr s. Jack MCTavish of Ro se­
bank. 

Helen - Mrs. Bob Bell ,of Roland. 
George is farming south of Man itou , 

he too, served overseas. 
McGregors attended school in Mani­

tou. The yo un g folks enjoyed skating 
and hockey at th e Middleton Rink. Mrs. 
McGregor and girls attend ed the Mid­
dleton Ladies' Meetings. 

B.a loun 
MI'. and Mrs. Jerry Baloml came to 

Canada from Poland in 1928 with thei r 
two daughters, Ma ry 21> year s and 
'Teenie 1 year. They settled on a farm 
in the Brown district, better known as 
1-6 or Lindal. 'They spoke no English so 
shopping was a problem, what they 

A group of deer hunters : Alex Young, Jim Dobson, Edd ie Baloun, Tom Dobson, John 
Young, Jerry Baloun, Ron Dobson, Stuart Young. 
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didn 't see t hey didn ' t get for a while. 
T heir so n Edward was born in 1931 
on Victoria Day. They lived in that 
district fO!" 16 years. 

[n 1944, Mr. a nd Mrs . Baloun a nd 
family moved to Middleton district. 
They settled on 25-3-8 where they 
farmed until their retirement to Dal'­
lingford in 1967. Jerry was an active 
tl"Ustee e n th e Middleton School Board . 

Mary is married to Ken Sanderson. 
They' have two ch ildren, Barbara and 
Howard. Mary and Ken live on the 
home place. 

Teenie married Gordon 'Vebstel'. 
They have two boys and are presently 
living in Calgary. 

Edward and his wife, Merle, with 
their children, two girls and one boy, 
live in Powell Ri ver, B. C. Eddie took 
som e schoo ling in the Middle ton 
School. 

.Ham ilton 

In 19 10 Mr. Richard O. Hamilton 
came to th e Ca rman area from the 
Lothians Ileal' Ed inburgh, Sco tland. He 
worked for a farmer, Mr. Isaac Camp­
bell. In the fall of 1913 he returned to 
Scotland. 

On lVIarch 13, 1914 Mr. Hami lton 
married Miss Jessie Pard. A few days 
a fter their marriage they came to Can­
ada. T hey set tled in the Homewood di s-

driven by a horse and buggy 0 1' s leigh. 
In October 1929 the Hamilton" 

bought from Mr. Jim Dun lojJ th e l\'VV 
and SE 14 of 31-3-7 which was in the 
Middleton Schoo l Distric t and just one 
and a half m iles from the school. In 
) 933 t hey bought the NE 14 37-3-7. 
John did not go ba ck to school. How­
ever, Jim, R ichard and B ill continued 
their education at Midd leton. 

Li l,e the oth er citizens of Middle ton 
Dis trict, th ey had thei r up a nd downs. 
In 1935 they ha d to burn the wbeat 
which was badly rusted. 

In t.he spring of 1941, Richard, the 
third son , bought half a section of 
land fr,om Mr. and Mrs. H. Stone. In 
th e fa ll of 1941 Jim join ed the armed 
forces 

trict workin g for Mr. Russell Alfred. family: John, Jim, Richard (Jr.) , and IBi li. 

Here, John, their eldest son, was born 
o n April 25, 1915. In th e fa ll of 1915 
they moved to Cannan for the winte r. 

In t he spring of 1916 , Mr. and lVIrs. 
Hamilton and John moved to a farnl 
near Elm Creek, Here, James Font 
their second son , was born on No\,­
embe,. 18, 191G. F,·olll there they moved 
to a fanH which they bought neal' Hay­
wood. Here two more sons \\-ere born, 
Richard on July 2n . 1919 and William 
Thomas .on September 22, 1921. 

The boys attended the Haywood 
school which had mostly French s tud­
ents. They lI S ll a ll ~r walked the two 
and one-halt miles to school or were Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hamilton 
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In the early 40's Mr. Hamilton had 
poor health and on September 13, 1943 
he passed away. Mrs. Hamilton and her 
sons John and Bill continued farming 
the home place. 

On July 14, 194 5 John married Laura 
Vincent of Stonewall who was teaching 
at Middleton School at the time. They 
bought the north %30-3-7 from Mr. 
Wm. Elliot. In the fall of 1945 Jim re­
turned frolll the armed forces and 
bought the N.El. quarter of 36-3-8 from 
Mr. Barney Chahners. The following 
spring he a lso rented the N.W. quarter 
of 31-3-7 from his mother. 

Three children were born to John 
and Laura Hamilton. They a re: 

Thomas Ja mes - born October 1, 
1948 who is now working in Toronto, 
Ontario - married Debbie Lindsay of 
Darlingford and they have a son. 

Elizabeth Jean - born November 23, 
1950 - nlOW working in Morden. 

Richard Ian - born November 2 ] 95 3. 
On March 13, 1953 Jim Hamilton 

married Margare t Ada ms of Manitou 
district. They have two children - Mary 
Jessie, born September 13, 1954 and 
James Richard born August 3, 1957. 

The children of both famili es attend­
ed Middleton School until the district 
dissolved in 1962. Then Tom, Betty 
and Ian went to Darlingford School 
and Mary and Dicl, went to Manitou. 

In September 1964 Mrs. Jessie Ham­
ilton became ill and on November 17 
she passed away. Both she a nd Mr. 
Hamilton had been very active in the 
life of the community. Mr. Hamilton 
had served on the School Board and 
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Mrs. Hamilton had been President of 
the Ladies' Club for many years. 

Today Bill owns the original Hamil­
ton east ha f of 31-3-7 and Jim owns 
the original l\i.W. quarter. 

Sc hroeder : 
The family of Abe Schroeder cam" 

to live on 31-3-7 in 1929-30. Mr. and 
Mrs. Schroeder had s ix g irls when they 
lived in th e Middleton Di3trict , and two 
girls after thermoved to Morris . Their 
names are Dorothy, Susan, Lillian, An­
nie, l'ena, Mary, Edna and Betty. Mrs. 
Schroeder passed away , and Mr. Sch­
roeder remarried and i3 nOw living in 
St. Vital. This la nd is now owned by 
William Baumgart. 

Penner: 
The family of Mr. and Mrs. Peter 

Penner came to live o n 23-3-8 in the 
mid forties . This farm was known as 
the Jilll Jones farm. Ml'. and Mrs. Pen­
ner had eight of a family, Peter, Jake, 
George, John , Elizabeth, Katie, David 
and Leonard. In. the early sixties 1\11' . 
and Mrs. Penner 11loved to l\iorden. 
The fru"m is now owned by Larry 
Seymour. 

EV,ans: 
Melvin IDvans liYed on 1-4-8 during 

1919-24 inclu sive. The 'farm is now 
owned by l\'Iaurice Sprung. 
St o rey : 

MI'. and Mrs . George Storey, 1893-
94-95, lived on 24-3-8. Their family 
consisted of Alfred, AIda ·.and Irvin. The 
land is now owned by Harry Leather­
dale. 

Storey : 
William Storey a nd his wife home­

steaded N. % 30-3-7, settling there in 
1878. Mr. and ~'lrs. Storey had a fam­
ily of three g irls, Minnie, (Mrs. G. 
Sprung) Lily, (Mrs P . Henderson) and 
Lila (Mrs. H. A. Lowry). Minnie wa" 
the third white child to be born in the 
Pembina Municipality. MI'. and Mrs. 
Storey retired to Darlingford in 1917, 



selling their farm to Johnie Low r y of 
Oarling ford. 

~'II' . and Mrs. Store.y were real pio­
nee rs of the west. com ing to this CO UlI ­

try at th e tim e \'"hen it was yet occu­
pied hy roaming tr ibes o f Indian5. The 
nearest town wa s Emerson an d the 
(lil ly m eans of t ravel was by oxen. It 
was at t his b.l\\·n and by th is m eans 
t hat his fin:it crop was marketed. T his 
land is now owned by John H amil ton. 

K lassens 

The K lassell:; l i,"ed Gil th e Tom Too­
hey place (1~~:) :)C.-;)- 8 . D.oug Young's) 
[1'0111 October I no to October 1931. 
M r . J,lassen w c r ked ou t. while h ere. H e 
had extensh"e training ill Russia on 
design ing and bu ilding·. oil equipment 
for extractin g oil f rom sunflo\\"ers. T he 
K lassen famil y ll1o \'ecl to Altona w her e 
MI'. I,assen ll sed his training to help 
build t he refin e ry o; ti]l in use th ere. 
John . Peter an d Jacob attended schoo! 
at Middleto n. 

y,ou ngs 

K en Young, w ho was born in Ontario 
came west to \Vinnipeg with his par­
ents in the early 1880's, later settling 
,outh of Manitou . He bought the N.W. 
¥. 13-3-9, the Alex Cochrane place and 
brought to it his bride, Ann ette (Net­
tie) Murdoch, a school teacher from 
P ilot Mound. Their fi ve children were 
born her e, Anne. A lex. :Mal'garet. John 
and Stuart. In 1919 they moved to 
Vancouver and in 1921 they r eturned 
to Manitou settling in the Middle ton 
distri ct on the E Y, 35-3-8, the former 
Tom 'Toohey farnl. 

Anne married To m Oakes of Opa­
wali:a in 1937. "They have th ree daugh­
ten;. Ruth , Mabel and Edith. 

Alex started on his .own fan11 N.E. 
i16-3-8 in the sum m er of 1932. H e m ar­
ried Alma Kwast in 1936. In 1940 they 
bought the Rutherford place moving 
over t here to live. In 1943 they purch­
ased the Anderson place moving the 
house to their present site. They have 

M R. AND M RS. KEN YOUNG 
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~ix children. 
Kenneth 80yd - a g raduate .of the 

University of Manitoba, married to 
Lois Johnston is now living in T exas. 
They have one daughter Heather. 

MUlTay - who j'eceived his Diploma 
in Agriculture is fanning the Bailey 
place in . the . McF'adden dis trict. He 
married Marilyn Klassen of Morden. 
TheY'have a daughter Jennifer and son 
Mathew. 

Glen - received his degree in Science 
at United College and at pre~ent is 
working in \\linnipeg. 

David - married Bonnie Bluhm of 
Morden and farms on the Roberts 
place in the McFadden district. They 
have one Son Blair and a daughter 
Sherrie" 

Linda Ann - a graduate of the Uni­
versity .of Manitoba married Gordon 
Pincock and they are livin g in Edmon­
ton. 

James - is studying E ng ineering at 
the University of Manitoba. 

Margaret - married Bill Dobson and 
now lh"es in lVian itou (see Dobson 
accoynt) . 

John - in I U34 married Agatha Joan 
l\:Jippens te in . Jiving a couple of years 
in the log house on the S.E. 35-3-8. 
They then moved clowll to their pre­
sent family home on the S. W. 35-3-8, 
the old J-le\\"itt farm. They have five 
of a fam ily. 

liarry who lived at home until 1 ~)G8 
,,"hen he malTi ed Merle Coleman and 
they made their home in Manitou. He 
has \\'orl;;:ecl as an e lectri cian since 
1959. 

':\ Ialcolm - wort;;:s the home farm \\"ith 
his father. 

Janet - \\".orked fol' the :.ranitoha 
Hydro before bel' I'narriage in 1868 to 
\\'illiam Lightly. They \\" ith the ir so n 
Robert J ohn make their hom e at " oill_ 
nipegosis . 
.. 'Judy - also \\"ol'ked for the Manitoba 
Hydro and \nU:i mal'l'ied to George Ko­
zak in l~G~ . They mal\e their home in 
\Yinnipeg. 
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Doreen - is teaching in \'Vinnipeg, 
She and Jim Matthews were married 
in 1971. 

Stuart - married Mary Dobson April 
10, 1940. A severe snowstorm a few 
days previous to the wedding day made 
the roads nearly impassable for horses. 
Rev. George Dyli:er came out from 
Manitou to the Dobson home in a 
snowplan e dliven by J ack vVilson. Th0 
bride and groom accompanied them 
back to town where they rented a car 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken· Young and Mr. and Mrs. 
Amos Dobson. 

Stuart Young with team and rake, 1940 

Young's first home in Middleton district 



from Jinl R idley for a short honey­
moon. They bega n farming .on the S .E. 
35-3-8 where Stuart's pa rents had 
lived until moving to theCheckley 
farm S. W. 35-3-8. They lived in the 
old log house until November 1945 
when they tlloved into the house mov­
ed from the Bill Falls farm. T hey have 
three c hildre n. 

Patric ia - a registered nurse ma rried 
to Bill Ha milton and living in vVinni­
peg. They have two c hildren Kenneth 
and Kris ta. 

Douglas - who farms in partnership 
with his fath er. Doug married Joyce 
EJhnes of Man itou , they h ave a daugh­
ter Melanie and a son Scott. 

Diane - who ma rried Glenn LUke, 
th ey have one son Rodney and make 
their hom e in 'Vinnipeg. 

Mrs. Ken Young passed away ill 
1964 aged 87 years a nd Mr. : You ng in 
1968 aged 89 years. They are buried 
in the Manitou cemetery . At the time 
of Mr. Young's death th ere ' \\'ere five 
children , twenty-seven grandchUdre n , 
a nd eighteen great gra ndchildren , thir­
ty of whom s till call Manitou home. 

Alke rto n : 

John .\lkerton. h is \yife Chris tina. 
Hawley, ,lilton and Gladys came to E. 
12 34-3-8 April 12, 1 H32 to the farm 
yacated by J. Fled\: and farmed hy .\b,= 
EVP. (They came from , [elville, Sasl;. 
to th e Roseis le area in 1 m:) and then 
to north of iVIa niton in 1 ~l2i)) . Mrs. 
All"el'toll passed u\\'ay June 4, 1 !l:i3. 
::\[1' . .. \ ll.;ertoll was fond of ra ce horses 
and ha d heen a. cheesemaker in Ont­
ario. H e was a sports fan and passed 
fi\y ay at the age of 8~l December 2G_ 
1 !Jon nfte r a l ength~- illn ess. 

Gladys tool" an acti\-e in terest in 
local social a ctiy ities. She passed a\\'ay 
:\o\'ember ~:) . 1 nG~1 in a fatal car 
accident. 

l\il ilton took part in th E' loca l s!.;atiilg . 
l1ocke~- nnd softball teams. H e took all 
etc-th-e part in hu ntin ?; trips for clnc1"s. 
chicI';E'ns an d cIeE'l' . H e cnrril:'cI on t he 

farlll until 19GG when he sold to Ron 
Dobson and retired to Man itou. 

Ti essen: 
MI'. and Mrs. Diedrick 'Tiessen lived 

on 36-3-8 in t he years 1930 to 1932. 
They had a family of three sons , Died­
rick, George and Aar.on. In the s pri ng 
of 1933 th ey moved to B.C. 'T his la nd 
is now' owned by Jim Hamilton. 

Massey : 
Th e Henry Massey famil y came to 

live on 31-3-7 from 1!131 to 1933. Thev 
had a fam ily of four, Fred, La u ra , Ed-­
die and l\,lartha. The farm is owned 
by \Yilliam Baumgart. 

Anderso n: 
Mr. a nd Mrs. Jim Ande rson lived on 

th e S.E_ 1A 2G-3-8 for a number of 
;years. The il' fa mily consis ted of Bessie, 
i\orrn a n , Bertha and Lily. Thh; farm 
is now owned by .A lex You ng. 

McMu rt rey : 
Maud and Clarence, niece and 

neph e\\' of Rdbert Henry Lowry of 
Darlingford. They stayed at Dave Low­
ry's a nd we nt to Middle ton School in 
1 !)03- 1 !)04. 

Mutc he r: 
Th e famil y of Mr. a nd Mrs. Henry 

::\iutc he r came in th e fa ll of 1933 to live 
on 81-:i-7 recently vacated by the Hen­
ry Masseys. The Mutcher family con­
s is ted of th e pa rents a nd two children, 
1Iarion age (j years a nd E lmer a one­
year-old toddler. ~lat'ion s tar ted school 
in ::\1iddleton tran sferred from Bound­
a ry School where she went for a 
mont h 01' so . 

The Mutchers fanned h ere until the 
fall of 1943 ,"hen t hey quit farming , 
so ld t heir farm to Bill Baumgart and 
auctiGned off t heir machinery, st ocl-:: 
and household goods. The Middleton 
Lacli e~ Aid ser vE:d lunch at their sale. 
The }IIutchers lived in Manitou and 
" "innipeg before they decided to mi­
grate to the west coast where t hey 
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lived at Haney B.C. Mr. Henry Mutcher 
died after a short illness in June 1964. 
Helen. his wife, is still living in a ll 
apartment on Dewdney Trunk Road in 
Haney, B.C. 

Marion married Robert Dreger. They 
are farming in the Brown Distri ct 14 
mHes south of Morde n. 'They have a 
family of four boys. 

Elmer Mutch er is at present part 
owner of a filling station. H e and hi::; 
wife Lillian ha ve a lovely home in the 
residential section of New vVestmins tel' 
B. C. They ha ve a family of two boys 
and one girl 

Klippenst ein 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Klippens tein 
who were mal'l'ied in 1899 at Altona 
came to the Middleton dis trict in 1933, 
after fanning for 6 years in t he Archi­
bald dis trict. 1'110Y Jived on the NE 36-
3-8, the farm better }\l1own a s th e R. J. 
Chahllel" s place a nd now owned by 
Jim Hamilton. 

Foul' of their nine children came 
with them , the othe r!:) haYing previou sly 
married and esta blish ed their own 
hOlnes. 

Harry was the only m ember of the 
fa mily to atte nd Middlet c n School. !IlL 
and _Mrs. Klippens tein moyed to the 
west coas t in ] D-lG and latel' returned 
to reside in Altona wh ere lUI'S . Klippeil­
s tein passed away in ] 055 . 

Mr. Klippens tein remanied ill Hl5 '1 
a nd lived in " TiIllder la ter m OYin g to 
Altona. This win ter marked th e paSS in g 
of his seco nd wife. a nd he 11-O\Y resides 
with his da ng hter ~Iar'y and son-in-law 
Peter Klassen of Altona. 

T h ree daughter') reside in ,,'inn ipeg, 
Sadie (MI·s . C. A. Friesen ). An n (Mrs. 
G. Brown), a nd Margaret (Mrs . Ed 
Fr iesen) formedy of Thornhill. Neta 
(Mrs. Arthur Frfesen) U,-es at Chilli­
wack, B.C, and Agatha (~Irs. John 
Young) lives in the Middleton dist rict. 

Ben and his wife, Helen , a n d fami1 ~' 
live in t h e Da r lingfo rd district. John 
and his wife, Bernice, fa rmed on t hE' 
NE36 -3-8 for a yea r and t hen esta b-
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Hsh ed their present hom e on NE25-2-9 
south of Manitou. Harry and his wife, 
Adina, and family reside at Abbots­
ford , B.C. 

Man y foll<s may recall Mr. KJippe n­
s tein's nove l musical talents and hi3 
interest in photog raphy in earlier days. 
Grandma Klippens tein 's homemade bun 
and other delica cies always drew hUll­

ga ry grandchildren to her table . 

Zi lkey 

The Adolph Zilkey famil y moved in­
to the Middleton District in th e spl'jng 
of 1938. Adolph worked for Nonnan 
Checkley and lived in the house just a 
little northwest of Norman's. Adolph 
and J ennie had a fa mily of fi ve young 
daughters, J ean , Grace, Pearl , Inez and 
Freda. 

Jea n nin e a nd Grace seve n ~tarted 
school in th e Middleton Dis tri ct shortly 
afte r th ey alTivec1 while Pearl s ta r ted 
a fte r Eas ter. 

'Th e Zilkey famil y lived in t he lIl id­
dleton Dis trict for several years. al ­
though la ter moved a rnile south to the 
Alex You ng farlll whe n Adolph \york ed 
for Tom Sh elton . La ter th ey llloyed t o 
J o hn H am ilton. They moved into t he 
t owll of ~I o rden in April 1 ~l--l ;) \\-here 
c\dolph ih-ed un ti l hjs deat h ill the fa ll 
of 10G5 _ J ennie is s till occ upied as a 
cook in a l'es tauran t in Morden. 

J ean. t he eld est . (lVII's . Klassen) is 
at present lh-ing ill Red Deer an d ha::; 
a fa mily of fh-e c hildren. 

(;race t n-l in ed as a Regis tered :'\ul':-:ie. 
She later married Peter 'Pl'ed~- _ T hey 
arE' at present HYing in Pl'ieet>yille_ 
Sasl;;atchewun \\-ith their family of 
fOlll' children . 

Pearl married ~I l' . Edd ie _-\tJ;:in; they 
hay €' a hal'cl\Yal'e ~tore in -:\Iorden and 
haye a fami ly of two children. one 
daughter und one son . 

Inez marriE'cl a plumber John Loe\yen 
in \Yinl\le l' . \\-here they lin?-d fol' SE'\-­
e ral years. The~' are presently living in 
Anahe im. Cali fo rnia w ith their t \VO 
daughter~ . 



Freda, the· youngest, manied a man 
in the forces. Mr. and Mrs. C. Loewen 
are at present living in P.ortage La 
Prairie with their family a daughter 
and a SO Il. 

Brown: 

Today Jack, his wife Mildred, U1C! 
form er Mildred Neelin of Neelin, and 
their five children, Richard, Debbie, 
Sharon, Janis and Rodney, reside on 
S.W. 6-4-7 . Jack and his eldest son 
carryon a feedlot operation. 

Jack came to the fann with his 
father , Howard, and his mother, the 
former Pearl W hitney, in 1939. Hh, 
father died in 1948 and his mother re­
mained on and gved with him and his 
family until her health failed and she 
became a residen t of the Tabor Home 
at lVlorden in 1968. At the beginning 
of 1930. Jack's oldest br·other and his 
bride, the former Marge Bloxom, came 
to the fann and fanned through the 
dirty thirties. Here their two children, 
Donald and Grace, were born and be­
gan their schooling at Middleton. 

Garnett had real water problems and 
had to haul his wa ter in a water wagon 
fronl a neighbor's well every day. This 
fann is on the edge of "Lizzard Lake" 
and during these dry and dirty years 
many farmers from south of Manitou 
and Kaleida wou ld spend the week 
camped down there lllaking hay to 
haul home later in the year. Garn ett's 
left in 1939 and s pent the winter ,vith 
relatives at Kaleida. Early in 1940 they 
left for Creemona, Alberta where they 
make their home today. 

The Bob Stewart family spent a year 
or so here, also th e Andy Croziers with 
their family of three, Edna (Mrs. C. 
Bowler) , Allan and Gladys (Mrs. J. 
Madill) . The two older ones attended 
school. The famil y moved to Clear­
water at Easter. 

'fhe Cadger family lived here in the 
early twenties and it is thought they 
were the ones to start the present 
house. This was a soldier settlement 
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quarter and the N.W. quarter was reg­
istered to an Albert Eaton in 1878. 

Sepke: 
The Emil Sepke family came here in 

the year 1941. They took up farming 
on the Bob Jon es farm, S. Yo 25-3-8. 

'Theil' fOlll" oldest g irls came to 
school in August 1941 in Middleton, 
Marie, Elizabeth, [rene a nd Thelma in 
g rades one to six. Their oldest son Mel­
vin started school here also in May of 
1943. They on ly stayed here f,Qr a few 
years leaving in April of 1944 to take 
up farming on the Sain Brown farm 
near Snowflake. They later sold it and 
bought a farm near Glenbol'o where 
they are presen t1y living and fanning. 
They raised a large family of eight 
girls and foUl" boys. 

Baumgart: 
William Baumgart and his wife, the 

former Emma Juliana Figul', came to 
the Middleton district in 1943 fmin the 
Calf Mountain District. They settled on 
S.W. 31-3-7 where they are still living. 
They have two sons, Lloyd and Char­
les, and four daughters, Esther, Elaine, 
Shal'na and Charlotte. 

Esther and Elaine are employed at 
Steinbach. 

Seymour: 
In the spring pf 1965 Larry Seymour 

of ·Th,Qrnhill bought the William Jones' 
farm and in June married Marie Hunt 
of Darlingford. They have three child­
ren Darren , Dale and Dwight. Larry 
raises weanling pigs, and a real break 
for him was finding a flo wing well 
where f.ormerly there had been a lack 
of water. 

Norman And erson, L loyd Mitche ll, Bill 
Johns, Eph Checkley. 



\ ACTIVITIES 
To acquire land by Homesteading 

the applicant had to pay ten dollars 
for an in spection of the land selected. 
He was required to peliorm residence 
duties by residing in a habitable house 
on hi::; homestead 'at least 6 months in 
each year during" a term of three 
years . He a lso had to break a total of 
30 acres and crop 20 ac res before he 
could apply for Patent. 

"Vhen a Homesteader received a Pat­
ent for his Homestead, he could then 
purchase by Pre-ElmpUon Sale an ad­
ditional quarter section at $3.00 an 
acre. One-third of the total purchase 
price had to be pa id a t the expira tion 
of three years. 

The Hudson 's Bay Company had th e 
right to claim one-twentieth of every 
s urveyed township for a period of fifty 
year s prior to th e 23 rd of June, 1920. 
The Hudson's Bay Compa ny la nds con­
sist of Section 8 a nd the S l> and N. W. '* of Section 26 in each township south 
of the North Branch of the Saskatch e­
wan River and in every fifth Township 
the whole of Secti.ons 8 and 26. 

The School lands .consist -of Section s 
11 and 29 in every surveyed Township. 
Sections 8 and 26 (after the 23 rd of 
Jurie 1920) wherever undisposed of 
were also designated School Lands . 

V\'ith reference to Canadian Pacific 
R ailways La nds, it a ppears that th e 
Company acquired every third section 
in certain surveyed "Townships. 

EARLY HOMESTEADERS 

N.E. 19-3-7 W.P.M. 
Homestead entry dated 9-7-77 
William Cookson - Richard Hamilton 

S.E . 19-3-7 W.P.M. 
Homestead entry dated 30-7-77 
Henry Ferguson - Loyde Lowry 

N.El. 30~3-7 W.P.M. 
Homestead entry da ted 15-5-78 
William S torey Jr. - J ohn Hamilton 
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S.El. 30-3-7 W.P.M. 
Homestead entry dated 15-5-78 
Thomas Boyle - Ron Wadding ham 

S.E. 31-3-7 W.P.M. 
Homestead entry da ted 25-9-78 
Thomas Nairne - \OVilliam Hamilton 
S.W. 31-3-7 W.P.M. 
Homestead entry dated 7-5-78 
Benjanlin Swanson - Wm. Baumgart 

S.W. 6-4-7 W.P.M. 
Homestead entry dated 31-8-78 
Albert Eaton - Jack Brown 

N.E. 22-3-8 W.?M. 
Homestead entry dated 29-12-79 
David Lowry - J . Goossen 

N.E. 23-3-8 W.P.M. 
Homestead entry dated 25-6-78 
Abraham D. Brice - T a it - A. Fast 

N.El. 24-3-8 W.P.M. 
H"mestead entry dated 15-5-78 
William Storey Sr. - H. Leatherdale 

S.W. 24-3-8 W.P.M. 
Homestead entry dated 27-5-79 
Margaret Johnsen, widow of Richard 
J ohnson - J. Pederson 

S.W. 25-3-8 W.P.M. 
Homestead entry dated 4-6-79 
J olln Falls - Ken Sanderson 

N.E. 26-3-8 W.P.M. 
Homestead entry dated 7-4-79 
Moses Kealy - A. Yo un g 

S.W. 28-3-8 W.P.M. 
Homestead entry da ted 17-6-78 
William Ferguson - GIoyne - Doug 
Dobson 
N.E. 33-3-8 W.P.M. 
Hcmestead en try da ted 1-6-78 
~lillianl Dickson - Jack Forrest 
NW. 33-3-8 W.P.M. 
Homestead entry dated 29-7-79 
Will iam Tait - Jack Forrest 

SEl 33-3-8 W.P .M. 
Homestead entry dated 15-6-79 
Samuel Forrest - A. Fast 



s. \r. :1 4 - :1 - ~ \\'.P. ~ r. 

Hom estead eotr,. dated I -(i- , S 
, lathe\\" R. Riddell - Ron Dobson 

S. \\ ·. :l;;-a-S IV.r.M. 
l l ome:;tead entrY dated 24-;}-78 
:\i('hoia:s Kea l t:' ~" - John You ng 

:'\.Ii~. :'Hi-:~-~ \ \ ' .r.M. 
l l olll esteaci entry dated 7 -;} - 7 ~ 
T holll<l:-; i\'ai J'lle - Jim ll'amiitoll 

H.\\', :Hi- ;';-S \\ ' .P.~VI. 

II Olllesteaci ent!'y dated :W- 4-7!1 
John ,Iohns - ,\.' Checkley 

:\X 2-4-~ \\ ·.P. M. 
H omestead en t ry dated 2S-iJ- 7!l 
.Jallles Derry - \\ ', R. Be lTY 

:\'. \\' . :1-4-8 \V.r .M. 
[·:o ll1 e:,)te<.~ d enb'\' dated :U-G-78 
Ri chard Shl'c.l w ley Smi th -. Leon 
Sa ll deJ':; 

S. \\ '. 4-4-8 W . r .M. 
:";GIllPstea d Pll t!'y dated :It- !J-77 
\\' Ill . {;I'o\' iel' - O::1\'e I\idd 

MI DDLETON RINK 
TilE' ~'lidclle ton Rin k. \\'hich \\"a~ o pen 

a il' , was m ade liw winter of 1 !!:~O- l !!:~; 
and was loca t ed in t he hush north \"e st 
of t he \\', J ohn s' buildings. Some of the 
men \\'110 he lped start the rilli, \'"ere 
-f ohn Yc u ng, (ioni an an d Fred Sprung. 
Bill Johns. L es an d Cliff Jones an d Dill 
1~ ~ )l)son. T he~' ha ul !::'d \\',It!::' !' to the r ill k 
\\'it h (-;aJ'net Dl'o\\'n 's wooden \\'ater 
\\"a ,;~;o l1, T he f irHt yea r til ey lll iHI !::' th e 
ri nl, 011 a pile of scru b, T he fi r st hOlls !:' 
\\"us made o f reel \\' iIlO\\'s; t he horses 
\ .. 'pre put in at n ill"s or in the leall-to 
at ,\Iex':-;. Some were also put i ll at 
(; 01"(1011 Sprung's, They dll g a \\'p ll for 
\\"C:~leJ' to flood the iee, T hE:' \\'el l was 
('rihhed wit h sp li t ba lm Or pop lar, .\ 
hette r h ouse was hui l t 011 th e \\'est 
side w h ich \\"[\s later ('a r ried to t he 
nor th p \lel and Sl::'t 011 fOli l' stones, The 
huild ing: was so sllla ll one had to h(, 
caJ'eful to pu t his ska t e on h i::; own 
foot. Ron:e sat nn stum ps and log..;. 
They had a tin Iwate r t o '-'"aJ'1ll li P he­
sid e, ,\hOllt tIl l::' sec'cll d yea r. Ler-. Jonp~ 
strung- elE'ctl' ic lights run 1) ,\ ' (\ ga!i e ll-
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gine and gene ratol', Later they used 
gas lantern s, T he ri nk \\'as cleaned off 
with a f resno and lat er Mr, D l'oux 
made a. SIlO\\' h lo\n~ l' on skids n tn by ' 
a cal' Illotor, I 

The rink \\"as th e tentre of w i nter 
acth 'ities, 11 0\\' \\'(;, a ll e ll jo~'ed th e hoc­
ke~' gam es, skat i llg, weiner I'oast !:> and 
the Illoc-<lssin dance::;, :\ I usic was sup ­
p lied h~' a gntillo p holle, T ea for Two 
and The Li ttle GYP:-iY T ea Room were 
a CO li pI e o f l he popu lar tunes. ~ I any ::t 
rOlllaJ1(;e had it s beginning at th ~ 
M iddleton ~ I\atillg n i ll1\. 

,\ hock ey ti ub \\"as form ed and for a 
num her o f years tlley had both a Sen­
ior and J un io r team. They travelled 
1Il<t n ~' m iles hy team an d sleigh to tak e 
part ill game:::; and tournaments, 

Some hockey team :::; were Darlin g-­
ford, Opa\\"aka, Boul ton , New H aven , 
,\italllollt and Kaleida. 1n 1935 th e 
Senio r tea m co nsisted of John Youn g-. 
Mel Stone, Dill Dob:::;on , Druce Ticl{nor, 
J ~ iIl \ \'i llialll :::;, \Val te r McG reg.o r , Stuar t 
Y oung, Dill John s, Milton Alk erton , 
F red e hecl, ley and T om Dobson . The 
Junior team co n:::; i sted of 1"\ 1110S D ob­
SOil. I,en ,'\shler, Bert Ha ll , Alvin 
Cheekier, Uon Tic li:nor , Pin 'Ti cknor , 
Ji m Be ITY, George :\l cG r ego r and Bill 
DeITY, 

Th e fi rs t fun ds dona ted t o th e r ink 
we re f r om th e dishanded Football Clu b 
an d amoun ted to $5.50. Other means 
of rab:;ing funds wer e by having dan­
ces in t he local schoo l , New H aven 
H all and a ra ffle on a H ope Chest. 
The ne\\" house huilt in later years was 
sold to B a rclay in 1955 o r 56. The rink 
tiosed shortly af ter t hhe wal" broke 
ou t. Th e f unds belonging to the h ockey 
clull, wh ich had been in t r ust through­
ou t t he years in t he Mani tou Bank, 
we re di sposed of in 1967, Two curling 
trophies \\'ere bough t. one put up for 
C'olllpetiti cn hetween m ix ed curling 
ri nkH f rom th e Darlin g ford and M ani­
tO ll Clu bs an d t he second one was d on­
n ted to, th e Nellie ~1cClung Coll egiate 
fO I" anntla l competi t ion . The balance of 
th e m onies was g iven to the Middleton 
L ndieo Clu/) fo1' local projects. 



Some hockey p l'ayers in ea r ly thirties (not 
sure) Fred Checkley, Tom Dobson, Wa'lter 
McGregor, Bill Dobso n, Bill Johns, Alex F leck. 

The old rink house. 

Electric lights installed at the Middleton rink 
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Senior hockey e'arly 30's. 
Back row: . John Young, Bruce 
Tickner, Stuart Young, Bill Dob­
son. 

Front row: Fred Checkley, Ale x 
McDonald, Bill Johns, Mel Stone. 
Tom Dobson. 

Middleton played Kinsmen in 
Manitou in '58 

Back row: Bill Johns, Bert Hall, 
Jim Ferguson, Bill Be rry, Stuart 
Young, John Young. 

Front row: 
McDonald, 
McGr-egor, 

Alvin Check ley , Alex 
Jack .B rown , George 
Fred Cheek le y, Jim 

MIDDLETON JR. HOCKEY TEAM 

Front row L. to R.: Amos Dobson. 

Ken Ashle y . Bert Hall , 

Back ro w: Alvin Checkley, Don 

Ticknor, Fin Ticknor, J im Berry. 

George McG r egor, Bill Berry. 



TH E M IDDLETON W.A. 

The Middletoll \\·.A. \\'a, forllled all 
Beptember 15. I no at th e hom e of MI'. 
and M rs. Norman Cheek ley. Th e f i rst 
Presidellt of th e organization was NIl's. 
Richard 1 Jam.iltoll . The '"ice 1 )residen t 
was 1\ll's. K en. Young and ~ecretaJ'Y 
M:rs. Norman Cil ecldey. ReL and Mrs. 
DykeI' .of i\Ianitull attended the fil'!::lt 
llleeting. 

D ur ing the war years th e organ iza­
tion carr ied 0 11 \\"ork fo l' th e R ed ('I'm;!:) 
but did not hold regula r meetings. III 
_\l arch 1 !14'i the ::;oc i e t~ · l'e-ol'ganized 
under t he nam e of the i\ liddletoll 
""omen's Club and ha \:e been acti\"e 
since, holding regular monthly m eet­
ings 

MIDDLETON CHURCH 

In the S lIllllll e r (If l~)~j' the people 
of the Middle ton Co mmunity fe lt the 
need for a. church ~lld ::5ulIday School 
for the YOllng and old. III June of that 
year they began to hold Bunday Ser­
vices in the Middle ton :school with 1'.11". 
J . G. Uanni::; tel' gh' ing the lnessage!::i 
1110St Su ndays . ~lr s. Jack Ticknor help­
ed o u t on occasion. T he service::; wer~ 
well atten ded and eve ryone enjoyed 
singing from th e "Sacred :song and 
Solos" hynllwries by Sanl\ey and 
Moody. 

SOllIe of the lad ies that we can re­
caU who played the organ .\\'el'e 1\I1's. 
Ken Young and .Mrs. Norman Check ­
ley. 

Sunday School clas,es were held ou t 
in the cloakroom and along s ide of th e 
school and even in the cars on occas­
ions . IVlr. J ohn Flec k , WllO taught the 
boys, :Mrs. Gabe Sprun g , Mrs. Ken 
Young and An ne Y,oung were some of 
the teachers we re member. 
. About ino t he dis trict' affiliated 
w ith the Manitou United ChUl'cil and 
the minister f ro111 that c ha rge ca me 
out to the school every S u nday after­
n oon a round two o'clock. In the w in ­
ter they wou ld hire the livery to br ing 
thenl .ou t. Ministers who prea ch ed at 
the Middleton School w ere the Rey. 
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W. S. Acheson from 1930 to 1934, the 
Rev. George Dyke I' from Ul34 to 1940 
and t he Rev. Cru il\shanks from 1940 
to 1947. Rev. Cl'uikshanks came ou t to 
t he school eve ry second E1'l'iday and 
spoke to the sc hool children. They 
]ool(ed for ward to his visits with keen 
interest. From 1947 to 1951 the R e v. 
King was ou r minister. One of the 
t hings we recall about R ev. King was 
t he many tim es he walked out from 
Manitou to vis it the people of the dis­
trict. H e wou ld a ls.o help when needed. 
By 1951 th e means of tran sportation 
alld roads were g reatly improved and 
tbe Church Services and S unday school 
were discon tinued ill t he dis trict an(l 
the people went to either Dal'lingford 
or Manitoll ~hllrch. 

LA DIES AI D JUN E 1940 

Ba c k r ow: Mrs. Amos Dobson Mrs. Adolp h 
Zilkey, Mrs. A lex Mc Dona ld 'h olding Allan , 
Mi ss Kae Sal t er (t eacher ), Mrs. Stua rt Yo u n g. 
Mrs . 'T o m ~ e r ry, Mrs. J essie H'amilto n, M rs. 
H arry Leathe rd ale. 

Mid dle row: F reda Z ilkey, Mrs. Me l Sto ne, 
Mrs. Joh n McAu ley, Mrs. Bill Dobson. 
Front seated : Gwen and Mu r ray Lea t herdal e , 
M r s. Bo b J ones, Neta K lippenstei n ( Mrs. A rt 
Fr iesen), Mrs . J. Yo u ng a nd Mrs . A . Yo un g. 

S.wa nso n 's fa r m hom e , no w ,Bill Baumga rt s, 
after 1910 a nd befo r e 1916. Mrs. McCla rd y , 
Mrs. T o m .Boyle, Mrs. Savage Lo u ry, Mrs . 
Ru t herfo r d, M rs. Johns, Mrs. Sto r ey, M rs. 
Checkley. 



CHURCH AT MIDDLETON SCHOOL, 1940 
Mrs. Mel Stone, Mrs. Johns , Mrs. Alex You ng, 
Mrs. John Young a nd Garry, Mr. Norman Check ley 
and Shirley, Mrs. Ken Young and Rev. Dyker. 

At the back: Tom Dobson, Jean McGregor (now 
Mrs. Jack McTavish ), Mrs. Norman Checkley, 
Marjorie Checkley John Young, Mrs. Stuart Young, 
Fred Sprung, Stu~rt Young. 
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Rev. and Mrs. Dyke", 1940 

Mrs . Norman Checkley, Mrs. 
Jessie Hamilton , Mrs. John 
Young, Mrs. Amos Dobson, 
Mrs. John Hamilton, Marjorie 
Checkley, Mrs. Ken Yo'ung, 
Mrs. Johns, :Shirley Check­
ley, Mrs. John Hamilton. 

MIDDLETON CHURCH 

John Hamilton , John Gies. 
brecht (worked at Amos 
Dobsons), Mel Slater, Bill 
Hamilton, Rev. Cruiksh"anks, 
Norman Checkley, Mrs. John 
Mrs. Norman Checkley, Mar­
jorie Checkley, Mrs. Ham il­
ton Sr., Mrs. John Hamilton , 
Mrs. Ken Young, Mrs. Amos 
Dobson. Two children in 
front Shirley Checkley and 
Garry Young. 



'C LOCK IN CON,STANT USE 

701 ,280 HOUR,S 

_In eight day clocl, had its 80th year 
ill )1anitoba .on 'T'hul'sday, January 24, 
1963. 

This cloc l.;; is ill the farlll home of 
:\I I'. \\TIll. Johns in the Middleton db­
tl'ict, and \Va !:) m ade ill New York in 
1881 and brought west by hi s parents 
Mr. and M rs, John Johns on January 
24, .1 883 fl:OI1l Bowmanvill e, Ontario. 
,,\t that time the railway train on ly 
came as far as Darli ngfOl'd. 

The 80 year o ld clock which still 
maintains acclirate time has never 
been in a repair shop. Jt has been oiled 
and adjusted throughout t he years of 
701.280 hOlils right in the John s' hom~ 
as told to the Western Canadian offiCe 
by Mr. Wm. Johns. 

ODDS AND ENDS 

The telephone came in first from 
Oal'lingfol'd. 

Th e hydro came in 1947. 
1n January 194i the days were &0 

warlll Bill Johns went to the hush in 
his shirt slee \'es and stra \\' ha t. 

fn th e 1 !)~O 'B beef r ings were com­
mon. Th e slaughter hOll se \yas on th e 
farm recently so ld by Stan Foster (Ill' 
Xew Haven). 

Th e east s id e of th e distri ct wa~ 
served by a I'ural mail route o ut from 
Darlingford. 

Gopher s - late J 9~0 's and into the 
1 iJ30's. 

Grasshoppers - 1 n2-193~. 193!). 
Drought - ID31-1 D36. 
The "'owl Suppers of the early 1 no', 

will be remembered by many. Ther 
,,-ere held in a log hOllse ,,'here Doug 
Young now Ih-es. in a house on tht~ 
_.\nde rson ('o rn er and at Jim Jones'. 

Each year. for a good many year~. 
a picnic has bee n helel for the 00111-
llUlllity. Some of the "well over 70 
people"' will rememher hearing their 
first gTamo ph one (with circular discs ) 
at the picnic on thE' Johns quarter 
across from the scilOOL The Hewitt 
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place before lng, Andrew Ruther­
fords' , Balouns to play ball, Berrys', 
John Youngs' and the Experiment.:'1 i 
Farm at Morden have been gathering 
places. 

A Fence Phone line connected AnlOs 
Dobsons, A lkertons, McGregors, Bill 
Dobsons and Check leys ill the 1930'3. 
They used a Ford coil and battery ear 
phones. Sorne used radio horn s. Tllere 
are places on th e fence that can still 
be seen where the fence was wou nd 
for better connection. Checkleys had a 
telephone. Do you rem ember that at 
one tim e you could talk locally bu t a 
call throu g h central cost five cents? 

The firs t combining was done -on 
Spnmgs farm in ] ~39. Combining had 
becom e general by 1942. 

Snow plow shareholders: J. You ng , 
S. Young, A. Checkley, W. Berry, G. 
Sprung, W. Jones, T. Dobson J. Bro\\~l. 

Lizzal'dLake has burned ovel' twice. 
On one occasion the call went out 
around 4 a.m. When daylight finally 
came 11 0 men were there fig hting the 
fire. Some may remember Joe McElroy 
having a good deal of hay put up but 
his health didn' t permit fighting fires 
::; 0 he went to Darlingford and prac­
ti call y bought til e town o ut of bread 
and cheese etc. f·o,' the fi r e fighters. 

T om Berry, Ed Owens, Wendell Dav idson 



MIDDLETON PICNIC 1943 

Mrs. Amos Dobson, Mrs. Sam Tait holding 
I'tla , Betty Furniss (now Mrs. C. Leadbeater) 
Mrs. Bill Dobson holding M'ac, Mrs. Mel 
Stone, Gladys Alkertan, Mrs. John Follett, 
Mrs. S. Young 

MIDDLETON PICNIC 1950 

Seated: Ken Young and Tom Berry. Gordon 
Sprung, Alex Young holding David. 

A group ready fo_r home after watching tho 
skiers at La Riv ie re 1940. Dick Hamilton. 

Fred Cheek ley , John Hamilton, Margaret 

Young, Margaret Pedersen , ( McAuley) , "Allan 

Cousins, Tom Dobson , Ka e Salter, Mary Young 

Stuart Young, Ag'atha Young, John Young. 

Gladys Alkerton (wa'iking) Mrs. Fred Check­
ley (in the booth) . Jane Stone and Garry 
Young with backs to the camera and other 

ch tid ren o 

MIDDLETON SCHOOL PICNIC 75th ANNIVERSARY REUNION JUNE 24. 1961 

59 



DUCK SHOOTING 1939 

Bill J ohns, John Young, Alvin Checkley. John Hamilto n, 
Stuart Young, Fred Check ley, T o m Dobson. 

Middleton Schoo l children on a flo'at in Manitou at 
the 60th ce lebration of Canada's ,Birthday. ( Mr. Ken 
Young's t eam and r ack ). 
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Mrs. Norman Cheekley and 
Shir ley Check ley and Barb­
ara Berry. 

Dulcie Berry, Barbara Berry 
a nd Helen McGregor. 

Kenneth Boy d Young and 
Donald Berry on A I e x 
Young's f irst tractor. 




