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275 Hamilton Street
P.O. Box 339
Neepawa, MB, R0J 1H0
Telephone (204) 476-7608
Fax (204) 476-7624
neepawa@westman.wave.ca

BOB DURSTON
MAYOR

Neepawa History Book Committee,
Congratulations to committee members who compiled this 125th history of
Neepawa and area. Thank you to everyone who contributed history and
information for this new history book!
Gathering our history into one book leaves a valuable legacy for our
children and grandchildren to read and understand their roots.
Neepawa continues to grow and prosper because of its citizens and their
belief in this community. Whether by developing a business, or by supporting
service clubs, or by volunteering with cultural and recreational organizations
these things make our community a special place. For 125 years these citizens
have been building a strong and vibrant community.
On behalf of Neepawa Town Council and staff, thank you to past and
present citizens who make our history, secure our future, and make possible this
celebration of 125 years of progress!

Bob Durston, Mayor
Town of Neepawa
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IN APPRECIATION
In the “Heritage – Neepawa Land of Plenty – 1883-1983” history book Louise Rey writes, “It is
our wish that in the not too distant future, your story will be continued and your heritage will be
preserved”.
The Neepawa & Area History Book Committee held its first meeting February 21, 2006
and from this meeting enough interest and support was shown to start the process of compiling “The
Beautiful Plains Story” so that your story and your heritage will be preserved from the last 25 years.
I want to say a heartfelt thank you to each one on the committee and all the support volunteers
that have made this project a reality. None of us realized the extent of the enormous task to which we had
committed ourselves. This project has been fun and we have worked well together, each complimenting
the other.
I also want to thank Access 2 Books for hosting the first months of our monthly meetings, and
then, to the Town of Neepawa for allowing us to have access to their extra office space. Thank you to The
Neepawa Press, The Banner, the Lily Festival Board, the Roxy Theatre Board, It’s Time Promotions,
NACTV, radio stations, and CKX-TV for supporting and promoting the history book project. Thank you
to the Rural Municipalities of Langford, Lansdowne, and Rosedale, Town of Neepawa, Beautiful Plains
Community Foundation, Department of Cultural, Heritage, Tourism and Sport, and individuals for your
financial support. Thank you to Monty Simon and Beautiful Plains School Division for the use of office
furniture and computer equipment. These items have made our work much easier. Lastly, thank you to all
of you who submitted histories and purchased books. It is your participation that has made the book
possible. This book has been compiled, recorded, and edited with care and I apologize for any errors or
omissions, despite the many proof readings that have been done on each submission.
I hope that you will enjoy this volume and keep it as a source of information and history for your
family and your descendants.

Ron Forsman
Chairman of the
Neepawa & Area History Book Committee
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Foreword

“We don’t need to make our history interesting. It is interesting”.
quote by Vincent Massey, Address at Fort Langley, BC, Nov. 19, 1958
“The Beautiful Plains Story 1983-2008” has been compiled by a committee of volunteers whose vision was to update
the last 25 years of history but also to commemorate the 125th Anniversary Celebrations in the Area. The words herein
are those of the citizens who contributed to the book, and they are to be thanked for realizing the importance of recording histories for future generations.
It’s 125 years ago and more since the first pioneers came to settle and to bring their culture and language to develop
the Beautiful Plains Area. The rich land and beauty of the countryside remains today, and we as citizens are proud of our
heritage. As you read this book, we hope you can reflect on the lives of the people who lived and those who still live,
and on how citizens has contributed to many aspects of rural/urban life, with their talents and creativity.
The histories in this book tell the stories of the early generations who first populated the area, and some have used
this opportunity to update the histories of the last twenty five years of families, businesses or organizations. In any case,
this book is yours to enjoy and to pass to others. Let’s keep our history alive by informing our children and grandchildren
so they appreciate the wonderful history they have inherited!!
Neepawa and Area History Book Committee

Back Row L-R: Hector Swanson, Norma Forsman, Ron Forsman, Audrey Heffell, Rod Shuttleworth, Pat Traill
Front Row L-R: Cindy Hockin, Marlyne Hargreaves, Helen Ford, Barb Nicoll, Lois Graham, Mallorie Harper
Missing: Don McGillivray and Marj Goodwin
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE RURAL
MUNICIPALITY OF LANGFORD

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF LANSDOWNE
“The Past 25 Years”

(For a more detailed history see First Century of
Langford: 1891 – 1991)

Submitted by Carol Henderson, Secretary Treasurer

In 1881, Beautiful Plains County was created when
the province of Manitoba extended its boundary to the
north and west. In 1883, Beautiful Plains was split up
into the town of Neepawa and the rural municipalities
of Lansdowne, Rosedale, Glendale and Osprey. Osprey
and Glendale amalgamated in 1891 creating the RM of
Langford. Osprey was the eastern portion and Glendale
the western portion.
The name Langford came from the crossing on the
Boggy Creek near the settler John Layng’s homestead.
Many people used this crossing to come into the district.
Although the county of Beautiful Plains was divided
into separate units, they continued to work together in
many ways. One of the first projects was the construction
of the court house in 1884. Another was the first hospital
which was built in 1904 with one hundred dollar subscriptions from individuals, plus assistance from Langford,
Lansdowne, Rosedale and Neepawa.
Langford has continued to work with its neighbours on
many projects. Some of these include the waste management facility, the personal care home, veterinary clinic and
planning district. Langford and Neepawa also work closely
together on recreation, the library and water supply.
Recently, Langford created a hiking trail north of
the community pasture in the Hummerston Wildlife
Management Area. It takes in much of the natural beauty
Langford has to offer. In addition, Langford joined the
Trans-Canada Trail network by designating a route
through the municipality that connects to Neepawa’s trail
at Lake Irwin and North Cypress near Wellwood cemetery.
Langford also contributes to the Yellowhead Arena and to
the curling club.
A few years ago Langford and Neepawa began sharing
a chief administrative officer and office staff. This arrangement has been beneficial to both parties and demonstrates
the level of co-operation between the municipality and the
town. The RM and the town also have a tax sharing agreement on new commercial and industrial development.
Although agriculture is still the main economy of
Langford, fewer people are farming today than in the
past. Many of Langford’s residents live on acreages and
work elsewhere. New developments are being built in the
municipality for rural residences, while old homesteads
are bulldozed for farmland. This, is progress. According
to the 2005 census, the RM of Langford has a population
of 784 and a total assessment of $21,985,210.

Back row: Ray Gork, Joe Moller, Leonard Paramor,
Doug Popkes
Front row: Bill Pottinger, Reeve Richard Funk,
Chief Administrative Officer – Carol Henderson
The RM of Lansdowne was incorporated in the year
1884 and the first 100 years of history can be captured
by reading “The Lansdowne Story” and “Legacies of
Lansdowne”. The Lansdowne Story was written in 1967
to celebrate Canada’s Centennial. Legacies of Lansdowne
was written in 1984 to commemorate the 100th birthday
of the municipality. Both books are no longer available for
sale but can be found in the library at Neepawa.
Lansdowne has always been and continues to be a
farming community. Arden, being the only village in the
municipality, has been the focal point for commerce,
education and recreation facilities. While population in the
municipality has continued to decline with every census,
councils have worked hard to retain the services they
have always provided and move forward with projects to
provide new and improved services.
In 1986 Council passed a resolution giving municipal approval to a bulk petroleum plant to the NeepawaGladstone Co-op. The plant is now situated on NE
29-14-13.
Fall of 1989 saw the retirement of the secretary-treasurer, Walter Boughton. This ended a legacy of over 105
years of Boughtons holding this position for the municipality. A huge retirement party was held in the Arden Hall on
Nov. 4, 1989 to celebrate and pay tribute to the man, his
family and those many years of service. Carol Henderson
was hired Sept. 1, l989 as secretary treasurer and still holds
the position today. Iris Boughton (Walter’s wife) remained
as the assistant in the office until 1993. Pearl Gillies was
hired Feb. 14, 1994 and remains as the assistant to date.
16

ing. Fall of 2007 saw the finalization of the water and sewer
lines in the village. Again, Canada Manitoba Infrastructure
saw fit to award the municipality with a grant to aid in
the construction of a reservoir and pump house that will
serve the Village of Arden and the rural residents when the
regional water lines are brought into the municipality. It
is Council’s desire to see the Village and the municipality sustain itself and have the potential for growth. With
a sustainable, potable water source they hope to see this
come to fruition.
In July 2006, a highly attended reunion was held to
celebrate the 3 “old” schools. On Oct. 14, 2007 a cairn to
commemorate the 3 “old” schools and the present Arden
School was dedicated.
Fall of 2006 brought about the installation of geothermal heating/air conditioning to the Arden Hall. This
upgrade eliminated the expensive propane heating system
and provided air conditioning in one unit. Thanks to the
diligent fundraising efforts of the volunteers this project
is also paid for.
Over the years Lansdowne has been privileged with
many supportive volunteers. As this write up indicates, the
volunteer organizations have worked hard to promote and
sustain their community. Without their efforts in fundraising and project management, many of these worthwhile
projects would not have been accomplished. Our volunteers are currently raising funds and planning improvements for Lansdowne Centennial Park and Campground.
The RM. of Lansdowne partners with the adjoining
municipalities in many things to provide services. These
include Whitemud Watershed Conservation District,
Neepawa and Area Planning District, Neepawa and Area
Mutual Aid (fire protection), Neepawa and Area Veterinary
District, Neepawa and Area Development Corporation,
Neepawa and Area Personal Care Home fundraising
committee. Belonging to these organizations means
attending meetings and keeping abreast of the policies and
changes brought about by government. Though councils
change, Lansdowne has always been well represented.
Council members in 1984 when Legacies of Lansdowne
was written consisted of reeve Lionel Windus and councillors – Ward 1 – Peter Hunter, Ward 2 – Lionel McGhie,
Ward 3 – Valdine Smith, Ward 4 – Chris Sulz and Ward
5 – Raymond Gork.
Changes that took place in the election of 1986 and
to the present:
Reeve – Valdine Smith (1986-1989)
Kenneth Rogers (1989 – 1998)
Arnie Suski (1998 – 2006)
Richard Funk (2006 – present)
Councillors:
Ward 1 – Peter Hunter (1986 – 1992)
Bill Pottinger (1992 – present)
Ward 2 – Lionel McGhie (1986 – 1995)

Department of Highways and Transportation brought
changes to Provincial Road #352 north of highway #16 into
Arden between the years 1991-1994. In order to upgrade
the old pavement and create a safe crossing for the railway
track, a new location for the road was designed and a new
bridge was built to replace the old “Deveson Bridge”. The
scenic road across the “Deveson Bridge” to #16 highway
was closed, changing another piece of history.
Lansdowne Recreation Commission and many volunteers from the community started plans to build a new
curling rink in 1991. It was completed in 1993, completely
paid for, and consisted of three sheets of natural curling
ice, change room, waiting room, upstairs clubroom and
new kitchen. In 1998 geo thermal was added. This greatly
improved the curling ice and provided for an economically
efficient way to heat the rest of the building.
Tenby School was designated as a municipal heritage
site in 1995 and over the next several years it was brought
back to the original architecture. Tenby School is one of
the few school houses left built with the Arden cement
blocks.
Oct. 14, 1997 Council agreed to participate in the
Emergency 911 program. Now all residents can dial
911 for emergency situations. At that same meeting,
Council agreed to sign a letter of understanding with the
Marquette Regional Health Authority, bringing about the
end of having local boards for our local hospitals and care
homes. The Provincial Government brought in Regional
Health Authorities, amalgamating small districts into much
bigger areas. The Boards are now nominated by the people
in the area and from these nominations the Provincial
Government appoints the members.
This wouldn’t be the last thing for the municipality to
see come to an end. In 1999 the Cargill Elevator in Tenby
closed. It was left standing until the Tenby School reunion
was held on July 9 and 10, 1999 and demolished at a later
date. Agricore United closed the Arden Elevator in 2000.
Negotiations to sell kept that structure from demolition
and it is owned today by Rolling Acres Colony. In 2001
Beautiful Plains School Division announced the closing
of the Arden School which was opened in 1954; the last
day of school in Arden was held on June 29, 2001. It is
currently under demolition.
But as so often happens with the losses come the gains.
The municipality is a partner in the building of the new
Personal Care Home in Neepawa. Announced in 1999, this
structure is currently under construction with an opening
date of 2009.
Lansdowne was approved for a Canada Manitoba
Infrastructure grant in 2001 to help build a lagoon for the
municipality and water and sewer lines for the Village of
Arden.
The lagoon was officially opened in October, 2006
with the Minister of Agriculture, Rosann Wowchuk attend17

Doug Popkes (1995 – present)
Ward 3 – Jake Hamm (1986-1989)
Tom Madill (1990 -1998)
Glen Mauthe (1998 – 2002)
Joe Moller (2002 – present)
Ward 4 – Chris Sulz (1986 – 1992)
Arnie Suski (1992 – 1998)
Leonard Paramor (1998 – present)
Ward 5 – Raymond Gork (1986 – present)
The past 25 years have been years of constant change,
and yet in a rural community so many things seem to stay
the same. The things that remain constant are the good
things - caring about your neighbor and your community,
a sense of pride in your community, a desire to see it
sustained and grow for future generations and a willingness to continue to volunteer to make that happen. The
RM of Lansdowne has been blessed with many of those
people, past and present.

Arden Elevator

Swinging Bridge over Whitemud River

Lansdowne Insignia

Ox Cart

Helston Co-op Elevator
Bridge at park entrance
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Crocus Monument

Ball fields at Centennial Park

Arden School

Arden Curling Rink – Geothermal heated and cooled

Arden Schools Cairn

Mekiwin Cemetery

Lansdowne Centennial Park

Arden Post Office
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LOCAL URBAN DISTRICT OF ARDEN
(LUD OF ARDEN)
Submitted by Rod Shuttleworth and Kevin Paramor

RM of Lansdowne Office

Village Board – Left to Right
Abe Enns, Kevin Paramor (Chairperson),
Leonard Paramor (Council Rep) and Rod Shuttleworth
The Village Council has existed since the early 1900’s.
A half section of land was converted into an Unincorporated
Village District (UVD) by By-Law No. 519 and the
committee was elected in February 1920. The title UVD
existed until the Municipal Act was reviewed in the 1990’s.
The title UVD was then changed to LUD (Local Urban
District). The council’s mandate has been to address any of
the village concerns such as the development and upkeep
of the quality of the streets, lighting, beautification, safety,
etc. There has been no documentation about the LUD in
the former history books. The earliest known chairperson
was John Buksovich lasting 22 years (1960-1982); Harry
Webster took over from (1982 - 1991); Rod Shuttleworth
(1991 - 2002); Leonard Boychuk (2002-2006) and Kevin
Paramor (2006 – present).

Boychuk Botanical Garden

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ROSEDALE

McCamis House – Meyer House today

Submitted by Edward A. Levandoski
Reeve RM Rosedale
April 2007 Population as per census – 1658.
The RM of Rosedale was formed in 1884. It is primarily located along the eastern side of the Riding Mountain
escarpment. Numerous streams crisscross the rolling landforms. The land is conducive to mixed farming. This RM
extends 30 miles north-south and 12 miles in width.
Productive farmland attracted immigrants from the
British Isles, Poland, Austria, Hungary, Ukraine and
Germany. The western side of the municipality was settled
by Europeans seeking forested areas with a good water
supply.

Boughton house – demolished pre 2000
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Mountain. The RM has two fire fighting stations – one at
Eden and the other at Kelwood.
In August, Kelwood hosts an agricultural fair and
Mountain Road hosts a spring and fall craft sale.
Sightseers enjoy a panoramic view of the prairies from
the higher elevated regions of the municipality. For the
most part, the RM of Rosedale enjoys clean air and an
ample supply of good water. Excellent health services are
only a few minutes away at Neepawa.
Rosedale continues to maintain a stable population
and economic agriculture base. With its unique attributes
the RM of Rosedale welcomes new residents who wish
to make this community their home. For a more detailed
history of the RM of Rosedale, please avail yourself of
the books:
Rosedale Remembers 1884-1984 at the RM Office
in Neepawa.
Other detailed histories of the communities are
contained in:
Along the Hills to the Valley, Polonia District
1885-1985.
History of Riding Mountain 1885-1984; contact Lynne
Nicol.
Kelwood Bridges the Years Book 1 – 1890-1967; Book
2 – 1968-2003
East of the Mountains Eden-Birnie Story 1877-1984.
May our communities continue to have the courage
and desire to face the challenges that lie before them.

Back row L to R: Robert Scott, Barry Kohinski, Michael
Porrok, Larry Kostenchuk, Stephen Pegoski and Edward
Levandoski
Front Row L to R: Colleen McLaughlin, Howard Penno
and Karen McDonald
Farming plays the biggest role in the economic picture
with most farms producing cereal grains and oilseeds.
Beef, pork, dairy, sheep and horses are an important
component of local agriculture. Most farms are diversified. Some produce honey, eggs and vegetables. Farm sizes
continue to grow – 1000, 2000 and 3000 acres. As farms
grow in size, there is a decline in population – most notably
young families.
The RM consists of seven communities: Kelwood,
Riding Mountain, Birnie, Eden, Mountain Road, Polonia
and Franklin. Three Hutterite colonies are located in the
RM of Rosedale: Parkview, Springhill and Rolling Acres.
Mail service is provided in all communities.
Public school education is provided at Eden in J.M.
Young School. Enrolment has declined from approx 240
students in the 1970’s to approx 65 in 2007. Mennonite
and Hutterite schools have approx 180 students in their
schools.
Some industries are a machine shop at Eden and home
building and furniture manufacturing. A large number of
residents are employed in Neepawa and to a smaller degree
in Carberry.
Prominent employers are schools, health services,
implement dealers, garages, timber products, stores and
agriculture depots. Health services are mainly provided
in Neepawa.
Within our boundaries are two parks. Big Valley, west
of Birnie, provides a scenic and unique camping location – deep in the valley with a clear, clean stream fed by
springs. It’s a favorite spot for tourists and campers. The
other park, is Kerr’s Lake, north-west of Mountain Road.
This picturesque lake features camping, fishing, boating
and water skiing. No admission fee is charged at either
park. In winter, skating and hockey are enjoyed at the
Eden rink. Curling on artificial ice is available at Riding

MOUNTAIN ROAD
Submitted by Louise Kostenchuk
The Ukrainian settlers who came into the area at the
end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th century mainly
came from the villages of Melnica and Olahowiec in the
district of Borszezow, Galacia.
Peter Halarevych arrived in 1896, followed by his
parents, brothers and their families along with Mr. and
Mrs. Eli Zahodniak. The largest group came in 1903,
joining their family and friends who came a few years
before.
Mountain Road post office and school district northwest of Neepawa, Manitoba was noted on Dept. of Interior
Maps in 1909. Its legal land description is section 18,
township 17, range 16 west of the prime meridian and
is nestled at the southeastern tip of the Riding Mountain
National Park with an elevation of 2,200 feet. It is not
certain, but most likely, that the origin of the name
describes the McFadden Mill trail which was the main
road in the area through the Riding Mountains, referred
to as the Mountain Trail.
The pioneers came to Canada in search of better
economic opportunities, freedom and a better life. Settling
21

lumber was planed and made ready for painting. Some of
the finer finishing woodwork was done at Fusee-McFeetors
in Neepawa.
All the work was done voluntarily by members of
the parish under the direction of the head carpenter Fred
Hyduk. He received a salary of 50 cents a day.
Great efforts and sacrifices were given by parishioners
as each gave 50 days of free labor - some giving as many
as 200 days.
Each family donated a wagon full of gravel for the
Church’s cement foundation. Cash or livestock were
donated and auctions were held periodically where livestock was sold with proceeds going towards the building
of the church.
Women of the parish took an active role in providing
help by washing and carrying big stones in their aprons for
the concrete foundation. They baked, cooked and carried
food for the volunteers - at times as many as 100 working
at a time. The church was entirely completed inside and
out within eleven months.
This church was unique in many ways. An all-wooden
structure was built in a shape of a cross – with 6 entrances,
17 doors and 130 windows. The tip of the cross on the top
of the onion-shaped dome extended 128 feet above the
ground. It was 120 feet long and 96 feet wide – supported
by 40 large wooden columns. It took less than a year to
complete, as there were as many as 100 men working
on the gigantic structure. The church had the capacity of
approximately 1500 people to stand on the main floor.
There were pews sufficient to seat about 500 and room in
the galleries that surrounded the church to accommodate
another 500.
The sanctuary of the church took up almost half the
church. The High (Main) altar was flanked by four smaller
altars. Inset above the altar was a picture of the Blessed
Virgin Mary – the patroness of the Church. Behind the
main altar high up on the ceiling – a gigantic eye looked
down on the main body of the church. It was the traditional
“eye of God” that appeared focused on you – wherever
you stood in the church.

in the vicinity of Mountain Road they brought with them
the customs and traditions of Ukraine. They endured many
hardships both physical and emotional, not knowing the
English language was among the first. The immigrants
were transported by train from Halifax to immigration
sheds in Selkirk before coming to Neepawa. The immigration agent placed them on homesteads which were solid
bush. The persevering settlers worked hard to clear land
and cut logs, using a hand axe and scrub hoe. They lived
in tents or humble earthen huts until their small one room
houses were built. These homes were chinked with mud,
with sod or hay roof, dirt floors and clay ovens (peech).
The walls were plastered with mud and clay, then whitewashed with lime.
The men would leave their wives and children to seek
employment in neighboring settlements. They would walk
22 miles to Neepawa or 15 miles to Franklin to earn money
for their family provisions.
The women picked roots, dug up ground for a garden,
gathered firewood and tended to the children.
These courageous pioneers experienced many difficulties, however, they remained strong in faith despite
all their trials and hardships. Their willingness to work,
determination to succeed and great faith in God helped
them become good citizens of this country.
The settlers congregated in private homes for prayer
meetings, hymn singing and readings but for baptisms and
marriages walked to St. Elizabeth’s Church in Huns Valley
(Polonia) which was served by Father Delaere. However,
their desire and intent was to build their own church of
the Ukrainian Catholic rite.
A group of determined people formed a committee and
were able to erect a small wooden structure of logs as the
first church in Mountain Road. Committee members were:
Matey Baraniuk, Mike Baraniuk, Eli Baraniuk, Joseph
Zahodniak, Accenti Todoruk, Yurko (George) Kostenchuk,
Matty Pasowisty and Ivan (John) Soroka.
The first church was built by the Ukrainian settlers
in 1904 on a two acre plot which was donated by Matey
Baraniuk. Due to the rapid growth of the parish an addition was added to the original church. In the early 1920s
the community grew in strength, development, religion
and cultural life. The parish was composed of 500 men,
women and children. A construction of a larger church
was necessitated and in 1924-1925 the largest and most
beautiful church known as the “wooden cathedral” was
built under the architectural specifications of the very Rev.
Phillip Ruh O.M.I.
The church was built of native lumber cut in the Riding
Mountain forest reserve, today known as Riding Mountain
National Park, and hauled by horses approximately fifteen
miles. Most of the sawing was done at Bert Walker’s mill
and others, which were located just north of Elk Ranch.
Elk Ranch (3 ½ miles east of Mountain Road) is where the
22

Dates were inscribed on the cross after each mission. Matt
Sawchuk made a new cross in 2001. It was blessed on Sept.
23, 2001 by Father Nestor Yakiwchuk assisted by parish
priest Fr. Michael Tkachuk and Fr. John Sianchuk.

The tabernacle on the main altar represented the structure of a Byzantine shaped spire. Beautifully embroidered
altar cloths made by the parish ladies covered the altars
– done in traditional Ukrainian patterns and edged with
delicate lace. Red carpets covered the steps to the main
altar where groups of angels on each side held clusters of
lights. There were statues honouring Jesus, the Blessed
Virgin Mary, St. Joseph and St. Theresa, the little Flower
of Jesus. A red sanctuary light suspended from the ceiling – threw a flickering light on a life-size statue of the
Mother of Jesus holding in her arms the body of her Son
– crucified.
The entire interior was ablaze with colour, dazzling
designs and precious hand paintings of religious scenes.
In 1928 Jacob Maydaniuk painted oil murals of religious scenes. In 1943 new altars were made and pews were
built by Mr. Gross at a cost of $1,500. Eventually stained
glass windows and statues were added and floors were
tiled to add to the splendor of the interior.
The ladies spent countless hours in cleaning, scrubbing
and polishing the church. They sewed and embroidered
the linens and altar cloths, kept everything immaculate
and attractively beautiful.
The exterior of the church was painted for the final
time in May 1964 at a cost of $3,500.
On Friday, Aug. 19, 1966 this beautiful majestic
church was struck by lightning and destroyed by fire. In
panic and anxiety the parishioners and volunteers carried
out statues, church records and other religious items before
the church collapsed. Bystanders stood and wept in despair
as they watched the cathedral become a pile of ashes.
Father Anthony Fyk, parish priest was returning from a
vacation when he heard the news.
In 1967-68 the present day church was built on the
original site of the cathedral. Its structure was designed by
architect Boyle E. Schaeffer, and construction was done by
F. W. Sawatzky Ltd. of Winnipeg at a cost of $93,000.
The first Mass in this new church was celebrated on
Mar. 11, 1968 with approximately 350 people in attendance. Father Roman Zakrewsky, parish priest, was
assisted by five visiting priests.
Visitation was made by Archbishop Metropolitan
Maxim Hermaniuk on Oct. 24, 1976 and July 13, 1980.
Bishop Myron Daciuk visited and celebrated Divine
Liturgy on Sept. 30, 1984.
The following priests faithfully served the needs of the
parish in the third church: Father Roman Zakrewsky, Father
D. Stefaniuk, Father Volodymir Luchkiw, Father Emilian
Pilkiw, Father John Sholdak, Father Victor Yakowchuk,
Deacon John Solukski, Father Michael Tkachuk and presently Father Emil Kardasinec.
Near the church stands a commemorative mission
cross. Despite the intense heat from the blazing flames
of the fire that destroyed the church – the cross survived.

Bell Tower and cross
One mile east of the church lays the parish cemetery
on the northeast corner of 8-17-16W. In 1903 the Hudson’s
Bay Company sold a small parcel of land, 295 square feet
for $12. to the Archiepiscopal Catholique Romaine du St.
Boniface Diocese. It is there that the pioneering forefathers
are at their eternal rest.
In 1945 the corporation gifted the land to the Ruthenian
Greek Catholic parish of the Protectoress of the Blessed
Virgin Mary for $1.
White wooden crosses formerly marked the many
graves. Over the years the crosses decayed and some
graves are unknown. Today granite monuments are placed
at the head of the grave.
In 1948 a rectory was built. This priest’s residence
was constructed by Andy Baraniuk, Steve Baraniuk, Mike
Woloski, Eli Kostenchuk and many others.

Rectory
Progress was made when electricity came to the
Mountain Road area in 1952. Smith and Anderson undertook the task of wiring the big church. A large chandelier
and the grandeur of some 300 electric lights streamed
through the stained glass windows expanding its divine
magnificence.
The first cairn was erected on Sept. 30, 1951 to
commemorate the 60th anniversary of the first Ukrainian
settlers in Canada.
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A new cairn to honor the two schools and two churches
was unveiled at the centennial celebrations on July 24,
2004.

Schools
A short distance across the road from the church is the
parish hall which at one time was the cultural and social
centre of the community. In the 1930s Matey Baraniuk
donated a parcel of land for the hall. Eli Kostenchuk, Mike
Baraniuk, Mike Woloski, Mike Romaniuk and Max Laba
were leaders on the committee and construction began
with Eli Kostenchuk as foreman. Community members
volunteered their time and efforts to the project and in a
short time the hall was completed. The parishioners’ great
unselfish commitment and work helped the community
and parish grow.
Mr. Nick Baraniuk (Slipanke) and Eli Kostenchuk led
cultural activities in the parish. Amateur groups (all locals,
under the direction of Nick Baraniuk) presented dramas
and plays, which would fill the hall to full capacity.
Dances were very popular in the Mountain Road hall.
Bill Pasowisty had a natural talent for music. He passed his
gift of music onto his son Victor Pasowisty who became a
professional violin player. Victor taught and played with
the symphony orchestra in Toronto and became well known
with performances and recordings throughout Canada and
other parts of the world.
Johnny Pasowisty on violin, Eddie Kuharski on accordion, Harold Thomson on drums, Don Strelzcik on banjo
and Ken Wahoski or Larry Novak on guitar played for the
majority of the weddings and anniversaries in the community. Due to ill health, John quit playing in 1987.
Rita Sawchuk and the Melody Makers, Don Sawchuk,
Todd Sawchuk, Mike Sawchuk and Betty Currie provided
entertainment in Neepawa and surrounding areas.
Tony Levandoski and his brother Tom Levandoski
could play any string instrument that was handed to them.
They were noted for their cymbaly tunes - Tom constructed
nearly forty sets.

Musicians

Violinists
As years passed, farms became larger and population
decreased. Very few activities are held in the hall now.
In 2003 windows were replaced and new exterior siding
installed.
The first one room school, school district #1432 was
built in Mountain Road in 1907. Mr. F. B. Armstrong was
the first teacher. In 1918 due to the increased enrolment a
second school was built on the same site on the west side
of the church.
In 1924-25 an additional teacher had been hired, both
schools were occupied with attendance of 94 students.
In those days everyone walked to school including the
teacher, who generally boarded with one of the families
in the district.
Grades 1-8 were taught but students could take Grade
9 in the second school. The students were taught to speak
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the time Mike Yakiwchuk ran the business, the first phone
in the district was installed in the store.
In 1953 Eli Kostenchuk bought the business at this
location and was there until 1955.
In 1921 Matey Baraniuk constructed a new store, a
two storey building on the southwest corner of Mountain
Road with business on the lower level and residence on
the top floor. This made four stores in Mountain Road, one
on each corner of the crossroads.
Matey and his son Nick operated this well stocked store
until 1956 when Eli Kostenchuk closed the “Yakiwchuk”
store and bought over this business. Eli and Lily took up
residence there, operated the store and had the post office
in the same building. They also sold gas from a manual
bowser gas pump. Visualize the shelves neatly stocked
with groceries of a wide variety. Tobacco products were
stored in glass cases, packages like Ogdens, Daily Mail,
Vogue, Old Chum, Players and Export. Little packets of
cigarette papers, Chandelier, Zig Zag and Vogue were
close by.
Several other businesses had been in the community
in the earlier days. Protz Ewasiuk ran a small store out of
a house located in the church yard. Parishioners of today
remember a chiropractor coming to the old residence
where people took treatments.
Mr. and Mrs. Eli Krisko owned a shoe and harness
repair shop. Mrs. Krisko ran a restaurant which was located
on the same property where Mike Safraniuk lived. This
land was previously owned by Bill Pasowisty.
Alex Petrynko ran a boarding house on 18-17-16W
in Mountain Road.
The store was closed on Sunday till after church
service when it would be filled with parishioners who
came to buy a drink and bar and catch up on the latest
happenings. Children could buy a good quantity of candy
for 10 cents or jawbreakers 3 for 1 cent and bubble gum
at 1 cent each. A bottle of Wynola soda pop drink was 8
to 10 cents and one could buy a drink, bar and gum all
for 25 cents.
Eli continued to operate the business until his passing
in 1984.
John and Stella Adamanchuk bought the store from
Lily Kostenchuk and kept it in operation till they closed
the doors in 1989.
Since then the post office was moved and taken over
by Betty Levandoski and the store remained closed.
Mike Nernberg, the owner of the property, was reluctant to demolish the building but the costs of renovating
did not seem feasible. It was torn down in 2005.
With the loss of the Mountain Road store, only the
church and hall remain.

English but usually spoke Ukrainian during recess and
noon hour.
The most exciting event of the year was the Christmas
concert. Each child participated in the program to the best
of their ability. They were rewarded after eagerly awaiting
the arrival of Santa Claus or St. Nicholas to treat them to
a bag of nuts and candy.
The school operated until June, 1968 with Mrs. Mary
Popien being the last teacher.
When the larger school division #31 was formed
students were transported by school buses to Eden for
elementary grades and Neepawa to high school.
Mike and Nadia Sawchuk bought the school and
moved it one mile west of Mountain Road.
At one time there were four stores in Mountain Road.
The first store was located one mile south of the corner on
the NE corner of 6-17-18W. It was owned and operated by
merchant Abraham Kopeekan. Some of the basic essentials
purchased there were coal oil, matches, salt, sugar, tea,
flour, tobacco and papers.

Victor Rudko, who was teaching in Mountain Road,
built a store on 18-17-16W, which he later sold to Metro
Kostiw.
Mike Zollen came to the area, bought an acre of land
and built a large general store one mile west of the village
on 17-17-16W. Later this store was moved to the northeast
corner of Mountain Road. After many years in business
he sold the store to Tony Bilkoski. Unfortunately, it was
destroyed by fire in the late 40s or early 50s and was never
replaced.
A cooperative store under the name Baraniuk, Woloski
and Co. was constructed on 7-17-16W. Matey Baraniuk
was the president with shareholders being Nick Baraniuk,
Matey Baraniuk, John Woloski, Eli Woloski, Wasyl Woloski
and Nick Sawchuk. Matey later sold the building to John
Yakiwchuk in the early 20s who moved the store to the
NW corner of 8-17-16W. Matey then built on the west side
of the road. John Yakiwchuk passed on the business to his
son Mike and later his grandson Nestor took over. During
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NEEPAWA – LAND OF PLENTY – LOGO

– The four bands of the Cornucopia depict the four
converging land groups of the Beautiful Plains
– The opening of the horn signifies the three surrounding
municipalities and their importance to Neepawa.
– The position of the name extending from the
horn becomes the “abundance” that a Cornucopia
carries.
– Underscoring the name is a blue stripe revealing the
Whitemud River and its importance from the days
of the original settlers to the area, right up to the
present. The underscore also emanates from within
the opening of the Cornucopia signifying the river
headwaters within the town’s boundaries.
– Land of Plenty – a phrase derived from the Cree word
similar to the town’s name and meaning “plenty”,
the history of which may predate the existence of
the town.
– Other descriptive inferences may include the
suggested direction the Cornucopia is pointing (NW)
being an indicator of the Riding Mountain escarpment and the position of the name centered over the
lowest part of the blue underscore being the location
of the Town nestled in the Whitemud River valley.

Preface:
– The Cornucopia was selected as Neepawa’s “Logo”
during just the second council meeting after incorporation on January 16th, 1884.
– A corporate seal was developed using the Cornucopia
as the central theme surrounded by the “Town of
Neepawa” and the Latin phrase “Labor Omnia
Vincit” meaning; Labour overcomes all difficulties.
– This configuration has been in use for some 120
years.
– The proposal to adopt a new “Logo” is not intended
to replace the current seal and its proper usefulness,
only to establish a brand image for the community
– a New Visual Identity

Future:
The design has been adopted by Neepawa Town
Council as the community’s official new logo (July 2004).
Use of the logo by the Town is ongoing as it is employed
on bill boards, letterhead, vehicle signage, advertisements
and the like. Souvenirs and official Neepawa apparel is
also being developed. Neepawa’s new visual identity
should prevail and become an instantly recognizable icon
for many years to come.

Process:
– Preliminary design ideas based on the historical
significance of the Cornucopia were put together and
presented to the NADCO board in fall of 2003.
– A committee of three board members (Monty Simon,
Brad Meyers and Amanda Naughton-Gale) was
struck to pursue the project
– In January of 2004, two trade show display design
and manufacture companies (The Portables and
Dimension Display) were requested to provide estimates of costs to upgrade our display hardware and
develop our logo concept.
– The Portables agreed to do preliminary design work
without cost or commitment from us; thus they were
selected to begin working on the project.
– Initial designs looked very promising and were focus
tested to over 100 random members of the public
and at NADCO board meetings.
– Design changes took place eight times with five
different themes being scrutinized.
– The final selections include a choice of font and
colour approval for the completed design.

TOWN OF NEEPAWA
1983 – 2008
Submitted by Mayor Robert Durston
As the Town of Neepawa celebrates its 125th birthday,
we look back on the last 25 years of developments in our
community. During the last 25 years, four mayors have
led our community- Homer Gill, Roy McGillivray, Ken
Waddell and Bob Durston. Municipal and school board
elections moved from three and two year terms to holding
all municipal and school board elections on the same day
every four years.
The County Court Building was declared a historical site in 1983 and the Town of Neepawa and the RM’s
of Langford and Rosedale committed to maintaining the
building together into perpetuity by renovating the building back to its original condition, especially in the upstairs
court room/town council chamber. In 1995, the town
outgrew the office space available in the County Court

Significance:
Each element of the design carries a specific significance to the Town as well as the importance of the greater
community at large.
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Hamilton (Municipal office) and 391 Mountain Avenue
(Bargain Shop).
Springhill Farms is one of the largest employers in
Neepawa - slaughtering and processing hogs for producers
in Manitoba and Saskatchewan.
Neepawa is a regional farm center for farm equipment,
farm inputs, banking, government farm services, car dealerships, grocery and hardware stores as well as full range
of medical services. The Beautiful Plains Agricultural
Society built a large complex for society activities and
has become a center for livestock producers to hold cattle
shows and sales.
The town agreed in principle, in 2005, to the development of four lanes of traffic through Neepawa to accommodate the increase in traffic on Highway 16 because of
the loss of Canadian National Railway and increase in
truck traffic to meet needs of business. This development
will take place over the next 20 years.
The town has partnered with the RM’s of Langford,
Lansdowne, Rosedale and Glenella to meet the community commitment towards the building of a new 100 bed
personal care home. This project began in 1998 and saw
sod turning on June 25, 2007 and construction start with
a completion target date of December 2008. Health care
has changed from local boards to the Assiniboine Regional
Health Authority providing health services to all of western
Manitoba. The ambulance service changed from private to
public in 2005, as the province began coordinating ambulance service through the regional health authorities. A big
thank you to Neepawa Ambulance Service (Ron Forsman)
for 30 years of dedicated service to Neepawa and area.
During 2007 the local municipalities began work
towards establishing a community health clinic to retain
and attract doctors and medical staff to Neepawa and to
provide continuing medical services to citizens of the area.
The doctors in Minnedosa and Neepawa spearheaded a
campaign to look at building a regional hospital near
Franklin to serve both Neepawa and Minnedosa, in order to
attract doctors to the area, as the current doctors consider
retirement. The Neepawa hospital requires replacement,
as does the personal care home in Minnedosa and this is
an opportunity to consider future medical needs for the
area.
Neepawa continues its efforts to be a beautiful community to attract new residents to work and retire here. The
community and its volunteers offer many service organizations, recreation and cultural opportunities, building on
the past for the future.

Building and rented office space at 421 First Avenue. In
2005, the town purchased the building at 275 Hamilton
and converted the space to offices for the town and RM
of Langford administration. The County Court Building
continues to be home for RM of Rosedale and community
group offices.
The town and RM of Langford have a long history of
cooperation with many agreements for service provision.
The town and Langford joined administrative services in
2000 and since then, have developed a tax sharing agreement in commercial and industrial development.
Since 1983, the town has built a new Royal Canadian
Mounted Police building and in 2007, plans were being
drafted to upgrade and expand the building to accommodate the needs of the RCMP to police the town and
the Spruce Plains Region which includes Minnedosa and
Gladstone.
In 1984 the town partnered with the province and
local businesses in the Main Street program to beautify
the downtown with a pocket park, trees, ornamental street
lighting and repairs to sidewalks and curbs, as well as
various improvements to businesses in town. The town has
also built a new public works shop to meet the needs of
the community and the modern equipment needed for the
town. In 1985 a new 500,000 gallon water storage tower
was built to meet the water requirements of a growing
community. In 1997 the town entered into an agreement
with the RM of Langford to extend water lines to serve
businesses and residents west of Neepawa.
The town has grown in recreational facilities with the
development of the “flats” area to include an outdoor rink
and soccer fields; improvement to the slow-pitch diamonds;
expansion of the golf course to 18 holes; rebuilding of the
swimming pool to include a kiddies pool and handicapped
entry; construction of a skateboard park; paving of walking
trails; upgrades to camp sites at Lion’s Riverbend Park and
improvement to playgrounds and other sites. In 1993-1994,
a new library was constructed on Davidson Street which
has expanded the volume of books and services available.
Neepawa is a member of the Western Manitoba Library
Association.
The creation of the Lily Festival, becoming the National
Lily Festival and known as the World Lily Capital, created
community pride with several flower parks and lily beds
throughout the community. Community in Bloom created
more pride in the community to make Neepawa a great
place to live, work and raise a family. Neepawa won both
provincial and national honours in the Community in
Bloom competitions.
The town has three new housing developments- Kines,
Westcreek and Hillcrest Estates. There have been several
new complexes for seniors and new infill homes built.
Neepawa has suffered two business losses to fire but
both sites now contain new businesses located at 275
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Secretary-Treasurers/CAO

Mayors of the Town of Neepawa
1884-1887
1887-1892
1892-1893
1893-1895
1895-1900
1900-1904
1904-1905
1905-1906
1906-1908
1908-1909
1909-1912
1912-1913
1913-1914
1914-1917
1917-1921
1921-1922
1922-1923
1923-1924
1924-1925
1925-1926
1926-1927
1927-1928
1928-1929
1929-1932
1932-1934
1934-1948
1948-1952
1952-1954
1954-1960
1960-1968
1968-1975
1975-1978
1978-1981
1981-1992
1992-1998
1998-2002
2002-

1884-1898
1899-1906
1907-1915
1915-1919
1919/06/15-1954
1954/07/31-1980
1980/08/01-1989
1989-1999
2000-2001
2001/03-2003
2003/12/01-2007/06
2007/07-

J.J. Hamilton
B.R. Hamilton
J.J. Hamilton
J.A. Clare
Jno. A. Davidson
J.H. Howden
John Brown
E.J. Harris
J.H. Howden
J.J. Hamilton
W.H. Gossell
J.J. Hamilton
R.H. Fusee
John Brown
J.L. McKay
J.L. McKay and John Hall
John Hall
J. Davidson and John Hall
John Hall
T.G. Murphy
G.V. Stonehouse
G.V. Stonehouse & W.G. Pollock
T.G. Murphy
W.G. Pollock
Robert H. Fusee
W.G. Pollock
Dr. Paul Cleave
D.E.R. Ewer
William Whitmore
George Rey
H.B. Smith
R.L. Hurrell
G. McElmon
Homer Gill
Roy McGillivray
Ken Waddell
Robert G. Durston
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Wm. Currie
J.W. Pattison
J.W. Bradley
W.T. Barr
J.W. Bradley
Geo. H. Bates
Dale Bruce Lyle
Ken Jenkins
Dave Taylor
Scott Spicer
Sheila Mowat
Allison Bardsley

Organizations
&
Services
“It is not enough to have good principles; we must have
organization also. Principles without organization may
lose, but organization without principles may often win.”
- Sir Wilfrid Laurier
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ARDEN ELEVATOR

ARDEN LADIES AUXILIARY

Submitted by Arnie Suski

Submitted by Joan Popkes

Please note earlier historical submissions about the
Arden Elevators – pages 61-64 – The Lansdowne Story;
and page 55 – Legacies of Lansdowne 1884-1984.
The Elevator that still stands in Arden is one of the few
wooden structured elevators left in Manitoba.

In 1972, a small group of ladies started holding bingos
in Letty Free’s back room (now Mark Murray’s) to raise
money towards a new community hall.
After the center was completed, it became apparent
that the kitchen was not large enough. Money was raised to
add an extension and equip it with a heating oven, stoves,
fridges, freezers, and small appliances.
In 1973, we amalgamated with the Lansdowne
Recreation Commission to provide equipment and activities in the hall, park and rink.
We run bingos every Tuesday night and hold a craft
sale every fall to raise money and provide functions in
the hall.
We have taken on the responsibility of equipping the
kitchens at the hall and rink.
In the last few years, we have purchased six long
tables, 20 round tables, and 200 padded chairs for the hall;
bought playground equipment for a downtown playground,
and put chain link fencing around it and the playground
at the park; contributed substantially to the geothermal,
firstly at the rink and then at the hall.
Over the years we have planned suppers for sports
days, sponsored queen candidates, supported students in
sports and educational endeavors, given to the fire/theft
victims, helped at recreational functions, supported charitable organizations and provided community support.
For years we gave crocus pictures to those leaving the
district. We now give the picture and a welcome basket
to newcomers.
We installed exercise equipment in the mezzanine of
the hall. It is open for use as well as hall walking in the
wintertime.
We presently have eleven members who take turns
working the door at bingos or related activities.
With a lot of determination by these few women, we
have raised countless dollars that benefit all members of
the community.

This elevator was known as the “Manitoba Pool
Elevator” when it was built. In the early 90s, the name
changed to “Agricore”, until it finally closed for business
in 2000.
In 2001, it was purchased by Canadian Organic
Commodity Marketing Co-op and was certified organic
until 2006, at which time the elevator was purchased by
the Rolling Acres Hutterite Colony for grain cleaning and
storage.

ARDEN SENIOR CROCUS CLUB
Submitted by Terry Buechler and Abe Enns
An earlier historical account of the formation of the
Arden Senior Crocus Club is on page 58 of the Legacies
of Lansdowne 1884-1984 history book. The club has been
in existence since 1976, over 30 years of service to the
community.
The club holds monthly meetings and monthly pot
luck dinners. It also has an annual Christmas dinner.
In 2007, the Club applied for and received a grant from
New Horizons for the installation of computers and high

Since acquired by Rolling Acres Hutterite Colony, it has
been restored.
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of the Archives. Consequently, the Archives operates a
facility for heritage and archival research. The material in
the Archives contains records, documents, family histories
and pictures donated by the people of the Beautiful Plains
area. The public is invited to continue donating material
that has historic value.
The Archives has purchased technology which enables
digitizing of records for safe keeping, the current way
used in many of the larger and better established Archives.
This ensures the original documents are handled less when
used for research, as items can be read and viewed from a
television monitor or a disk.
The next step in development for the Archives will be
to attain a permanent spacious facility with more storage
space and an area for research. The future promises to be
bright for Beautiful Plains Archives.

speed internet. It has computer training classes available
to seniors and others in the community to allow them to
become computer literate.
There are 30 to 40 active members at this time.
It is open week days for coffee and conversation for
seniors. Non seniors are always welcome.

BEAUTIFUL PLAINS ARCHIVES
Submitted by Pat Traill

BEAUTIFUL PLAINS BRANCH
of MANITOBA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Submitted by Don McGillivray
The Beautiful Plains Branch of the Manitoba
Genealogical Society was formed in 2004 to provide
opportunities for those interested in family history to share
experiences, assist one another and expand their research
skills. The branch covers the area of the Town of Neepawa,
the RMs of Langford, Lansdowne, Rosedale, Glenella,
Westbourne, Lakeview and the towns and villages within
the RMs. Membership in the branch is open to all those
interested in researching family history. We meet at 7:30
pm, the third Wednesday of each month at Access 2 Books
on Mountain Avenue. Our meetings cover a wide variety
of genealogy, such as research on computers, guest speakers, group discussions, and helping each other to solve our
research problems. We also tour a lot of archives, genealogy libraries, museums and genealogy seminars looking
for information. We have done such projects as transcribing some of the 1891 census for MGS and transcribing and
documenting headstones in Riverside Cemetery.
The group is dedicated to keeping the history of
Beautiful Plains alive.

In Front: Norma Forsman
Back Row L to R: Angela Pearen-Burnside, Pat Traill,
Allan Drysdale, Marjorie Goodwin, Ron Forsman
Missing is Don McGillivray (Chairman) and
Susan Drayson
In discussion with people of the area for the need to
establish an archives to save a great amount of historical
material in a central location, an organizational meeting
was held on May 8, 2003, to nominate and elect a board
of directors to manage an Archival facility. The meeting
was held at Neepawa Public Library with approximately
17 people attending. With the help of Diane Haglund from
the Association of Manitoba Archives, we were ready to
begin operating as an official archives for the area.
A board of directors was nominated, seconded and
accepted. The following people formed the founding
executive: Co-chairs- Don McGillivray and Pat Traill,
Secretary- Marge Goodwin, Treasurer-Norma Forsman,
Members-at-Large- Judith Morris and Gisele Clements.
Committees were set as follows: Technical – Gisele
Clements, Ivan Traill, Policies – Judith Morris, Enactment
of Policy – Norma Forsman and Pat Traill, and Building
– Allan Drysdale and Dudley Lee.
The board has applied for incorporation. Presently,
the Archives has an office in the County Courthouse in
Neepawa. The board meets once a month.
One of the first jobs for the board was to write a
governing by-law which would establish the objectives

BEAUTIFUL PLAINS COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION INC.
Submitted by Linda Hart
During the fall of 1993 the Thomas Sill Foundation
invited representatives from 10 communities in Manitoba
to discuss the proposal of creating 10 new community
foundations. The Thomas Sill Foundation proposed to
contribute $1. for every $2. of donations received by the
community foundations. Susan Drayson and Marlene
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Siatecki attended this meeting and upon their return to
Neepawa, Susan contacted local individuals and a meeting
was called for those interested in working on starting a
community foundation in Neepawa. In 1994 this group was
busy preparing a constitution, becoming incorporated and
applying for a charitable number. This was all completed
by January 1995. A town hall meeting was held at the Roxy
Theatre in March 1995 in order to raise public awareness
for the Beautiful Plains Community Foundation and to
honor the initial donors.
2007-2008 board members:
Back row: Bert Lowry, Rick Evans, Bill Mabon,
Doug Carson, Dave Zeke, Rod Shuttleworth
Front row: Marg Allen, Jackie Pollock, Lesley Skibinsky
Missing – Joan James
The endowment funds are invested and grants are
given out from the interest on the funds. In ten years of
granting to the end of 2006, the Foundation has distributed $807,000 in grants to the Community. Grants have
gone to projects involving health, education, recreation,
culture, seniors, heritage, tourism, youth and many other
community projects.
Two annual fundraisers are: Ladies Night Out which
has been held for six years and has raised over $28,000 and
the second is the Shane Hnidy Charity Golf Tournament
which has been held for five years and raised over $89,000
for the Foundation.

The first board members
Back row: Don Schmall, Peter Cottingham, Greg Dunn,
Greg Fleck, Leonard Boychuk, Bill Jones.
Front row: Cathy McGrath, Pat Cockburn,
Susan Drayson, Mary Ellen Clark, Susan Hall,
Janice Goldade

BEAUTIFUL PLAINS HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY
Submitted by Vicki Adamyk, Tannis Brown, Shirley
Domansky, Elaine Dornn

The first board for 1995-96 consisted of President:
Dr. Greg Dunn, Vice-Presidents: Don Schmall and Susan
Drayson, Treasurer: Janice Goldade, Secretary: Cathy
McGrath, and board members: Pat Cockburn, Greg Fleck,
Leonard Boychuk, Bill Jones, Mary Ellen Clark, Peter
Cottingham, Susan Hall.
The mission statement for the BPCF is: “To preserve
and advance the quality of life in the Community by developing permanent endowment funds, making responsible
grants and acting as a catalyst for Community philanthropy
and leadership.” The Communities in the name includes
the Town of Neepawa, the RMs of Langford, Lansdowne,
Rosedale, Glenella and the Village of Brookdale. The
endowment fund is gradually increasing, thanks to many
donations and fundraising events. At the end of 1995 the
endowment fund was $28,292 and at the end of 2006 it
was $2,118,000. With the increase in size of the foundation
a part time Executive Director was hired in 1998. Linda
Hart has worked in that capacity since that time.

The Beautiful Plains Horticultural Society held its
fourteenth flower show on Aug 19-20, 1927. This being
the case, the Beautiful Plains Horticultural Society would
have been organized prior to 1913. Neepawa was the third
society to receive a charter from the province. The society ceased to function in the 1940’s due to the war and
was reorganized on Apr. 8, 1969. On Nov. 1, 1969 the
society received its Certificate of Organization under the
Manitoba Horticultural Association. Names appearing on
the certificate are Mrs. J.C. Acutt, Mrs. R.T. Robinson,
Mrs. B.J. Kolesar, Mr. J.C. Acutt, Mrs. I.J. Grudeski, Mrs.
W.G. Moger, Mr. A.B.Thurston, Mr.S.J. Prawdzik, Mrs.
G. Pryor, and Mrs. F.C. Murray.
The overall objective of Beautiful Plains Horticultural
Society was to encourage the improvement of horticulture by holding meetings, garden competitions, home
ground competitions, distribution of information, bulbs,
seeds, shrubs and back lane competition. It is presently
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the mission of the BPHS to encourage and improve the
science and practice of prairie horticulture through developing the public’s and member’s enjoyment, appreciation
and understanding of plants.
At one time, the club held meetings at the Vivian
Hotel. They are now held at the Neepawa Public Library,
the second Monday of each month. Membership has
fluctuated over the years and new members are always
welcome. Presidents over the years have been Barney
Thurston, Gladys Bloomquist, Wilfred Drysdale, Elsie
Pilkey, Brent Hunter, Evelyn Pollock, Monica Gordon,
Barrie Strohman, Evelyn McKee, Doreen Sage, Kathy
Jasienczyk and Sharon Scrupa. Names are not necessarily in order and there have been several repeaters. Shirley
Domansky is currently serving as president.
In the past, fund raising activities included plant-product and bake sales. The Neepawa Centennial Committee
provided planters and plants for the town. At present the
plants for the planters and gardens are funded by the Town
of Neepawa. A major fund raiser for the Society is the
Spring Perennial Sale held in May. A cookie-walk, where
you can purchase homemade cookies by the pound, is also
a great fund raiser. Proceeds from the fund raising activities have included such items as a park bench at the Roxy
garden, heritage plants for the various flower beds, and a
donation to the gardens at the new Personal Care Home.
Many other annual activities take place. The Fruit,
Flower and Vegetable Show is held in the second week
of August at the Royal Canadian Legion Hall. To help
encourage junior involvement, a Giant Pumpkin Contest
is held at the end of September. In later April, a shortcourse of interesting speakers and demonstrators is open
to the public. The concrete planters, located throughout
the town, are planted and cared for by various volunteers
through a program called Adopt-A-Planter. The flower
beds that the society members plant and care for, are the
beds located next to the the Roxy Theatre, the circular
bed at the Neepawa County Courthouse, the four beds
at the old Tourist Information Booth east of town, and
the beds at the Beautiful Plains Museum. Tours to places
of interest have included the South Western Gardens of
Manitoba as well as enjoying member’s gardens during
the summer meetings. The BPHS has hosted the Manitoba
Horticultural Association’s annual convention numerous
times.
The estate of the late Mrs. Irene Hares gifted money
towards a trust fund. The interest is applied annually to
promote junior activities. As the years pass, the Society
continues to receive support from local businesses, lodges
and service clubs.
The club enjoys a strong fellowship of interest,
exchange of ideas and information, appreciation of
community and camaraderie.

In April 1976, a committee was formed to study the
feasibility of creating a museum in Neepawa. Space was
leased in the old Viscount School and the incorporation
documents were signed in October. Renovations and
display building were completed in time for opening in
June, 1977. Months of hard work were rewarded when
the museum received a merit award from the Man-West
Tourist Association.
In 1980, the Canadian National Railway Station
became available and the building was purchased for $100
and the land rented at $1 per year. Thus was saved much
rent money, but the hours of work required to move and
rebuild displays, meant that the museum was not open
through the summer of 1981.
The museum display depicts the lives and times of the
people who settled in the area surrounding Neepawa. The
current board is hopeful that arrangement can be made for
expansion as space is now at a premium.

BENEVOLENT AND PROTECTIVE ORDER
OF ELKS IN NEEPAWA
Elkdom began in Neepawa in 1926 with 23 members
in Lodge #146. Bro. A.F. McKenzie, a Neepawa resident,
was the Grand Organizer at that time and his first reports
indicate rapid membership progress with 108 members at
the end of 1927. It was a brief high as the depression set
in and members dropped out. The lodge was kept alive
until 1937 when it closed.
Elkdom returned to Neepawa on November 3, 1955.
Lodge #398 was instituted by Bro. Mike Moran from North
Bay. Bro. J.F. Bate, Grand Loyal Knight from Portage la
Prairie Lodge #32 read the dispensation and Portage Lodge
took charge of the meeting. 41 members were initiated.
District Deputy G.E.R. Bro A.F. Bridge of Winnipeg #10
installed the new officers with Bro Laurence Chisholm,
the first Exalted Ruler. During the past 50 years, Neepawa
Lodge has had 35 Exalted Rulers with 5 of these - Bros.
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suite apartment in downtown Neepawa. The building was
opened in 1993 with 35 life lease one and two bedroom
apartments and 15 designated – rent to income suites at
a total cost of three million dollars. Today, the Manor is
full and we are pleased to report, with a waiting list for
all types of units.

Merv Drayson, Alvin Hart, Bert Reilly, John Curtis and
James Schmall serving as District Deputies. We have also
had the honour of having 3 Brothers serve as President of
The Manitoba Elks Association – John Curtis, 1967-68,
Merv Drayson, 1978-79, and James Schmall, 1993-94. Bro
Merv Drayson was Manitoba’s Elks Corby Cup Trustee
from 1979-86 and Bro. James Schmall served on the Elks
and Royal Purple Fund for Children in 1994-95.
Neepawa Lodge has hosted the Manitoba Elks
Provincial Conference twice, the Provincial Elks Bonspiel
and Curling Playoffs on a number of occasions and The
Provincial Elks and Royal Purple Walkathon once.
Neepawa Elks have been active in curling with 17
Brothers from 5 different rinks participating in the Elks
National Corby Cup Championships and 11 Brothers from
4 rinks participating in the National Seniors Elks Curling
and 3 Brothers from 2 rinks that played in the National
Elks Mixed Curling.
Today, 50 years after our institution, there are only
4 of our original members still with us – Brothers Merv
Drayson, Don Murray, Malcolm (Mac) Murray and Lionel
Windus. We have a total of 3 members who are Automatic
Life Members in the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks of Canada – Brothers Merv Drayson, Gordon Turner
and Lionel Windus and we honour them as well.
The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks is both
a Fraternal and a Service Lodge, and as such, work for
the Betterment of Society as a whole. The Neepawa Elks
Lodge peaked at a membership high of 134 members in the
1960s. The Lodge was made up of men from the Town of
Neepawa and the surrounding areas of Arden, Brookdale,
Eden and Franklin, These people were of various occupations and of all ages of majority. Besides earning their daily
living, our members have found time to serve on church,
school and Hospital Boards; become 4-H leaders, serve on
Municipal Councils, Chamber of Commerce, Centennial
Projects, Community Committees, etc. and are citizens
of whom we are very proud. Today, in progressing with
the times, the Elks are composed of both male and female
members, and our membership stands at 49.
A very important meeting was held in our Lodge
on March 13,1984, when the Lodge voted unanimously
to support Brother Bill Heal in holding Monday night
Bingos. This proved very successful in the early years
before VLT’s. The Manitoba Lotteries Commission reports
that our Lodge has given over $250,000 to charities since
1985. This is a wonderful achievement in making life
sweeter, people better and the world a better and happier
place in which to live. These Bingos ceased operating in
June, 2007.
In the late 1980s, the Elks saw a need for more and
better housing for Seniors in our area and began planning
for another residential home for Seniors – The Elks Manor.
Construction started in 1992 on a new six storey – 50

Neepawa Lodge has supported all types of sporting
groups and cultural organizations in Neepawa and surrounding areas. We have donated money and/or scholarships to
all schools in the area and continue to support our medical
facilities such as the Hospital and East View Lodge. We
continue to sponsor students to the Peace Garden camps
and to Camp Wannacumbac at Clear Lake. We have made
donations to the Neepawa Library, the new day care, The
Senior’s Drop in Centre and have made substantial donations to the Curling Rink, the Yellowhead Centre and the
new golf course expansion. Besides all of the above, we
are still able to support our own national charity – The
Elks and Royal Purple Fund for Children.
The Hour of Eleven, our time of recollection, reminds
us that a number of our Brothers and Sisters have answered
the last Roll Call. Our In Memoriam plaque lists 70 of
our members who have passed on to greener pastures. We
remember their contributions and past accomplishments
as we strive to carry on the great principles of Elkdom in
Neepawa.

BETA SIGMA PHI – NEEPAWA, RHO #8869
We will begin by telling you a little history of Beta
Sigma Phi and how the international women’s organization began. On Apr. 30, 1931, our founder, Walter W. Ross
asked a small group of women to get together on a social
level for companionship, because the depression years
were a gloomy time for young women.
The first meeting was held in Abilene, Kansas, and
Beta Sigma Phi began with the motto of Life, Learning
and Friendship. Over the years, the sorority chapters
have grown and now are over 300,000 strong in 16 countries around the world. A woman is invited to join and
go through a spoken ritual, beginning a journey through
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throughout the year with this special flower. Each chapter
may have an Honored Lady – and we have taken advantage
of this for the past 15 years with Alice Harper being our
Honored Lady.
Sorority means friendship with other women and
allows us to be more involved in our community to provide
service and assistance to those in need.

5 different degrees. There is also a legacy membership
program in which mothers or grandmothers may enroll
little girls for future membership. Each degree brings its
own personal and chapter rewards. On completion of 15
years active membership, she receives the Order of the
Rose, a very special moving ceremony. Other rewards are
received for 25, 50 and 75 years of membership.
Our magazine, The Torch, first published in 1932,
continues to maintain a link between all active members.
The first Canadian chapter was founded in British Columbia
in 1935, which was the beginning of the International
component. Neepawa chapter was formed on Oct. 18, 1972
through a chapter in Minnedosa who assisted.

BROOKDALE COMMUNITY CENTRE
Submitted by Christa McKee
January, 2006, Brookdale Community Centre was
a beehive of activity. Steam poured from the doors as
they opened. Inside was the celebration of the 100 year
membership of the Brookdale Curling Club in The
Manitoba Curling Association. The waiting room was a
hum of loud, good natured activity. Curling games being
played on the two sheet curling rink, as well the dividers
were in on the skating ice and three games were in progress there. As you enter, to the right are the new change
rooms and bathrooms. Across the waiting room to the
left is the newly renovated kitchen. Down a narrow hall,
beside the kitchen, is the connecting entranceway to the
hall from the rink. The hall is gaily decorated tonight with
replica curling rocks hanging from the ceiling on strings
and others glued to walls. Tables are set up diagonally
across the hall, making ready for the roast beef banquet
and celebrations.
One hundred years earlier there was no permanent
rink in Brookdale. The town had been staked out a
few years before. Some residents wanted to curl in the
Winnipeg Bonspiel, and to do so you had to be a member
of some curling club. This is believed to be the reason
that the Brookdale Curling Club was formed and joined
the Manitoba Curling Association in 1905. (There was
also the creek west of Brookdale where you could skate.
Sometimes the wind even blew the snow off the ice for
you).
Around 1910, some Brookdale and area residents
decided to build a rink. They were prepared to put up
the money and operate it as a company. They built on
the south-east side of the town. A skating area was in
the middle with a sheet of curling ice on each side. The
building was closed in but finances were a little low so it
didn’t get shingled. Rinks were never great money makers
so the roof was never finished. In a few years due to deterioration, the shareholders tore the building down, salvaging what they could and hauled the lumber home. This
seemed to leave a black cloud over future rink projects
in Brookdale.
The spirit lingered on. Various open air skating rinks
were built. One was across the street to the east of the existing school. Later in 1928, a piece of ground was leveled,

Membership has changed over the 35 years, but now,
in 2007, we have 18 members, with the same motto as the
parent organization.
We continue to learn culturally, provide service to the
community and have developed strong friendships. We
help in time of need for our sisters and community.
Beta Sigma Phi in Neepawa enjoys cultural events
such as Kaleidoscope concerts, musical events, local
drama events and other social outings. Service involvement has been varied – from cleaning and polishing
the trophies at the Yellowhead Centre to organizing pet
contests for Midnight Madness, to caring for the lily bed
at the Presbyterian Church. We provide scholarships to
band participants at the Fine Arts Festival, donations to
various organizations for the greater good, and assist with
dances for the Touchwood organization on Halloween and
Valentine’s Day. We also contribute to international fund
raising efforts such as cancer research.
To raise funds we provide various services, including
catering for select events, providing lunches at bingos in
Arden, raffles and other fund raising efforts.
Every April, we join other sisters from across the province for Founder’s Day. We take our turn every eight years,
and educate and entertain approximately 250 women.
An event we have all enjoyed over the past four years
is our annual “Sisters Weekend” at the end of January. Our
regular meetings are held the second and fourth Tuesday
of each month from September to May. Our flower is the
yellow rose, and we remember our “secret sister” often
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supporters took off after school. They didn’t win the hockey
game but overcame a lot of obstacles just to get there.
In 1949, Brookdale had a large number of young families. Mentmore was building a covered rink, so Brookdale
started thinking. On the one side they couldn’t get community support unless it was going to be completely finished,
on the other hand they needed something and wanted it
to be as big as possible. The school principal of the day
had come from a community in Saskatchewan which had
recently formed a Community Club that had been organized to raise funds and collect deductible donations for a
similar project. With his assistance, bylaws were approved
and a Community Club was organized which has, basically,
with a few changes, carried on to the present time. In 1950,
The Brookdale Memorial Rink was built, almost entirely
with volunteer labor, and minus the waiting room. It is
the same building that is still skated in today. A furnace
and change rooms were in the basement, which during the
Bonspiel became fondly known as “the snake pit”. Seats
for viewing were both on the main floor and upstairs. A
small upstairs outside balcony was later added to increase
viewing capacity at the many hockey games.
Immediately, nearly everyone donned skates, a record
player was added to supply music to skate to. Hockey
teams became more active, leagues were formed and the
rink became a beehive of activity six days a week. The
Annual Winter Carnival and Queen contest was revived
and brought out huge crowds. Curling carried on in the old
curling rink, but now they could have an annual Bonspiel.
They would put divider boards in on a Saturday night
and by Monday morning have a four sheet curling rink
all ready to go.
The rink was not the only activity of the Community
Club. Dances and concerts were held regularly in the
School hall. The School Board and the Community Club
shared in the buying of a movie projector which was set
up permanently in the Hall. Movies were held once every
two weeks during the winters.
Baseball teams were active in the summer time. There
was always a summer picnic in July, with invitational baseball tournaments. Brookdale also fielded a successful Pony
league ball team. Fastball and slow pitch mixed softball
teams provided exercise and entertainment for many years.
1967 marked Canada’s 100 year anniversary and a successful homecoming celebration was held in the Brookdale
School grounds. 1970 was Manitoba’s turn and again a
reunion, parade, dance and all the trimmings were held.
During the 1960s, the old curling rink gradually faded
away. The Annual Bonspiel was still held every year in
the skating rink. Other than that, some people curled at
Neepawa, others at Oberon. Meals were served at the
Bonspiel which helped greatly with rink expenses. Various
age related hockey teams were coached and played their
home games at Brookdale skating rink and “The Sticky

north of the spruce trees in the school grounds near where
the present skating rink is. A waiting room was hauled in
to have a warm place to change into skates. The waiting
room burned down. Another building was hauled in and
skating went on.
In 1933, a more permanent type of rink was planned,
to be built on the school grounds, at a distance of at least
100 feet from the north-west corner of the school. While
this was in the depth of the depression, also bear in mind
that Brookdale Consolidated School was locally managed
and was comprised of roughly the same people as were
likely to be using the rink. The hall in the basement of the
school was referred to as “The Community Hall”. It was
the beginning of an era of cooperation between education
and recreation.
The rink, a 60 by 150 foot ice surface was surrounded
by a ten foot wall. A waiting room was built along the
entire east end of the structure with windows looking out
on to the ice surface. It was to be roofed in later, finances
permitting. The school kids skated every noon hour during
the winter. One family had just one pair of skates, so three
days a week it was the daughter’s turn to have the skates
and the other two days the boy had them. A big 100 gallon
barrel had been turned on its side and fixed up with a door,
dampers and stove pipes to heat the waiting room. It would
accommodate four foot long cord wood, so would soon
heat up the waiting room.
The next step was completed the following year with a
one sheet curling rink being added on the north side. Now
skating, hockey and curling were again all winter activities
in Brookdale. Curling started up again, each of the rinks
had to have a lady on them and she was to play lead. Later,
the men thought they would be more competitive when
curling against neighbouring rinks if they had all male
rinks, so the ladies started curling on their own. One of the
highlights of the season was the School Bonspiel. Rinks
would be drawn up and curling would start early Saturday
morning. Everybody brought their lunch for noon, with a
potluck supper in the evening, with skating for those who
weren’t curling. It was a real Community get together. At
first there were gas lights in the rink, but eventually as
there was already a gas engine to pump the water for ice
making purposes, an electric generator was added. Now
they were able to have electric lights as long as the engine
was running. They also ran a wire to the school so there
could be safer lighting in the Community Hall. There must
have been a lot of cooperation between the school and the
rink. The fall of 1946 brought hydro power to Brookdale
and bright lights to the rink.
In the late forties, there was a pretty good boys’ high
school hockey team. They entered the playoffs and were
matched against Shoal Lake. Only a few main roads were
open to traffic. So, they loaded a winter school van into
the back of the local transfer truck and with a few loyal
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Curling Rink. A room was built on the south side of the
rink to house the compressors; it was decided to make
this building large enough to hold washroom facilities as
well. Sand was hauled into the ice surface part of the rink
and leveled. The plastic pipes that would contain the brine
were laid and cement was poured around and over the
pipes for a base for the ice surface. Ice could now be made
and maintained throughout the season. A propane heater
was added to keep the curling area at a more uniform
temperature.
In 1983, celebrating the 80th anniversary of Brookdale
and the 100th anniversary of North Cypress, a giant homecoming took place. A large tent was set up west of the
Drop-In-Centre, and a museum was set up in the school.
Registration and a fashion show were held Friday evening.
A big, hour long parade took place Saturday morning.
Lunch was served by the Oberon community in the Curling
Rink, with ball tournaments and a threshing demonstration
in the afternoon. A huge beef pit barbecue was held at
supper time and a street dance at night. Sunday morning
started with a pancake breakfast courtesy of The Good
Neighbours Drop-In-Centre people, and a joint church
service with Brookdale United Church and the Justice
Mennonite Church was held. Then the dedication of the
cairn to Brookdale Public School 1929 took place on the
site of the old school.
Through the 1980s, Brookdale, having no large hall of
their own held several well attended annual dances in the
Yellowhead Centre in Neepawa. This brought on the desire
for our own hall and led to many fund raising projects to
assist in the project. A huge auction sale was held in the
fall of 1984, a truck was raffled, the draw being made in
June of ‘85.
It was decided to go ahead in stages. First the waiting
rooms between the rinks were torn down. Then, a new
one floor waiting room with a kitchen and washrooms was
constructed in 1984. The shell of the new hall was built
on to the south of the waiting room and was gradually
finished as money became available. In 1986, the first fall
supper was held in the new hall on the second Sunday in
November dodging an early fall blizzard, and has been
successfully held in this same time frame ever since.
Brookdale had bought the hardwood floor from the drill
hall of the abandoned Rivers air force base and decided
to install it in our hall. Throughout late November and
early December of ‘86, one crew cleaned the wax from
the old boards while another crew engaged in laying the
flooring. This was finished by Dec.19, and then the floor
was sanded and finished. The grand opening was on Feb
7, 1987. Wow!
The hall was immediately very busy. One week after
the official opening of the hall the community was treated
to a 400 guest sit-down banquet. For a number of years
Valentine dances, Spring Flings, Halloween dances, New

Bun Café” helped to pay the hydro bills. In 1970, after
many deliberations it was decided to build a two sheet curling rink, directly east of the skating rink with abutting waiting rooms. Prior to building, the North Cypress Council
passed a bylaw forming the Brookdale Community Centre,
one purpose being the enabling of us to accept donations
towards the Centre and issue charitable receipts. Fund raising went on including a successful Community Auction
and the interesting “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner”.
Once again curling participation boomed in Brookdale
especially with many family rinks.
When the old school was shut down in 1971, the
school board sold the school and the twelve acre school
yard to the Community Centre for $1.00. It was around
about this time, with soaring insurance rates and the wish
to collect school taxes from rinks, that it was becoming
hard to make ends meet. Municipal property, if grouped
together, would qualify for a lower rate. The end result was,
the Municipality took over ownership of the Community
Centre’s assets, paid our insurance and looked after our
school taxes. They have been doing so ever since.
In 1973, The Brookdale-Oberon Community Centre
district was formed. It was comprised largely by the
area served by the respective community centres in
North Cypress, Langford and Elton municipalities and
split between Brookdale and Oberon service areas. The
Board of the Community Centre District is comprised of
a councilor and a council appointed citizen representing
each respective municipality. This Board had the power
to request a tax levy of up to one mill annually on the
assessed tax base of the area, and to see to the proper
distribution of these monies to the respective Community
Centres. This has provided stability and allowed for long
term planning and played a part in the up-to-date facilities
we see today.
About this time, the area north-west of Brookdale,
often being short of water for home and farming operations, made efforts to increase the water pumping
capacity in the rink. The Community Club first helped
these farmers and later made it possible to get municipal and provincial assistance to bring a better and more
permanent solution in the form of a municipal well.
In 1977, a group of Brookdale senior citizens became
interested in meeting regularly. They soon realized, that
it would be advantageous if they had their own building. Government grants were available for furnishing and
equipping a building. The Community Centre raised funds
and built the present “Drop In Centre’ with the seniors
finishing it up inside and operating the building. The Drop
In opened in 1979, and was used regularly by the seniors
as well as the rest of the community as meeting places for
various community activities.
Meanwhile, the community had another project on
the go. In 1978, they decided to put artificial ice in the
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in Winnipeg and were awarded the City of Lincoln prize.
That same year, the group was a featured performer in the
Strathclair concert series.
In 1979, The Choraliers started a Community Christmas
Program where all local choirs could share their music
with each other. The first programs were held in the Hazel
M. Kellington auditorium, then in the United Church. As
space for the enthusiastic audience was always an issue, in
2002 the event was moved to the Yellowhead Hall, where
500 chairs are usually filled.
The Choraliers aim to promote, sponsor and encourage
singing and choral music. The group donates a scholarship at the fine arts festival, money for music camp and to
Westman Choir when finances permit. They purchased a
sound system in 1980 that was widely used in the community until 1996 when it was sold to Neepawa Access
Community Television where it is still used today. The
Choraliers also have a library with 300 titles of women’s
three and four part music that can be borrowed by choral
groups.
The Choraliers continue to draw members from the
surrounding area to join together in song and to provide
entertainment in the community. The group is unique in
its longevity, dedication, talent and community service,
and one of the features that make Neepawa such a special
place.

Years Eve dances and a few old time dances were held.
There were now lots of room for Bonspiel meals and other
rink over flows. The hall has been made available for large
funerals and other church activities.
In April of 1987, The “Brookdale Good Neighbors
Drop In Centre” unveiled the well written history of the
Brookdale area in a book called “Roots” in the hall. This
was an accumulation of several months of hard research
and work.
In 1995, the Brookdale Community took over the lunch
counter sales at the day long annual Douglas Bull Test
Sale. Also about this time a tradition of holding fireworks
and a wiener roast at dark on June 30th was begun.
A storage room and bar room were added to the west
side of the Hall. In the 2000s, more fund raising, including growing a crop of canola, and working in a Winnipeg
Casino, were undertaken to build change rooms and new
washrooms with the idea of closing the old washrooms
and eventually expanding the kitchen into that area. In
2005, this kitchen expansion took place; new cupboards,
stoves, sinks, in other words a complete renovation.
Brookdale Community should not be judged just by
the facilities it operates but more importantly by the spirit
of the community members themselves.

THE CHORALIERS
Submitted by Carolyn Durston

COMMUNITIES IN BLOOM
NEEPAWA IN BLOOM

The Choraliers is a women’s choral group that began
in 1968 with seven women who loved to sing. Susan
Drayson, Marj Goodwin, Ann Lee, Freda Edwards, and
Marlyne Hargreaves were among the founding members.
By the following year there were 16 members, a conductor,
Charles Alexander, an accompanist, Remi Bouchard and
their first concert was held. The name came from the pen of
Susan Drayson who needed it for a festival entry form.
The group has met weekly from September to May
for 40 years. The singers are all volunteer amateur musicians from Neepawa and surrounding area. They prepare
music for personal fulfillment as well as for performances
for community enjoyment. Conductors and accompanists
are drawn from the group. Current conductor, Carolyn
Durston, has been with the group since 1977.
A varied repertoire of classical favorites, spirituals,
folksongs, show tunes and pop hits make the Choraliers
popular entertainers at concerts, cabarets and conferences.
To expand their musical experiences, the Choraliers enter
local festivals and have performed with other musical
groups such as the Brandon Community Orchestra, the
Women of Note, the Kemtones, the Sunrise Singers, the
Winnipeg Men’s Choir and locally with school choirs,
Springhill Hutterite Choir and Swamp Gas. In April 1991,
the Choraliers performed at the Provincial Choral finals

Established with the guidance of Britain in Bloom, Tidy
Towns of Ireland and Villes et Villages Fleuris de France,
Communities in Bloom held its first edition in 1995 and
29 participating municipalities were honoured at the first
awards ceremonies on Parliament Hill. The program now
includes more than 500 municipalities across the country
and an international challenge involving municipalities
from the United States, Japan and several European countries allows participants to compete internationally.
The program consists of communities receiving information and being judged by a volunteer jury of professionals on the accomplishments of their entire community
(municipal, private, corporate and institutional sectors,
citizens) on eight key criteria: tidiness, environmental
awareness, community involvement, natural and cultural
heritage conservation, urban forestry, landscaped areas,
floral displays and turf and ground cover areas. People,
plants and pride growing together is the slogan, and it
captures the essence of the program.
In 1998, Neepawa entered at the provincial level and
received first place in the under 5000 population category.
In 2003, Neepawa received five blooms and the honour of
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FRANKLIN HALL

first place at the national level. To date, Neepawa continues
to compete at the International level.
Formed as an umbrella organization focusing on beautification, a committee was formed with representatives
from several organizations: the town of Neepawa, Beautiful
Plains Horticultural Society, Lily Festival committee,
Neepawa and District Chamber of Commerce, Neepawa
and Area Heritage committee. The committee met regularly to discuss projects planned by each group represented
on the committee. This reduced duplication and provided
support where one group may assist the other in a certain
project or task. The Horticultural Society organized the
home grounds competition with the Lily Festival operating
the bed/border competition and Neepawa in Bloom’s Yard
of the Week program to encourage residents and businesses to get involved. Neepawa in Bloom works closely
with the town of Neepawa to develop public awareness
of environmental programs and increase tidiness efforts
throughout the community.
Annual Neepawa in Bloom events included a spring
cleanup campaign, Yard of the Week and a fall cleanup
along with hosting the judges during the community
evaluation. Ads, posters and news releases were prepared
to announce the judge’s arrival and keep the community
informed on initiatives. Local organizations such as the
schools and 4-H focused their efforts on cleaning the highway areas. The spring cleanup effort included a “Bloomin’
Good Job” event with the annual Horticultural Society
plant sale in May.
Forty smaller hanging floral baskets were fixed to
businesses in the downtown area along with 20 larger
baskets on street lights. In addition, forty street banners
were purchased over the years in both a heritage theme
and a Community in Motion theme. Wider use of mulch
around flowerbeds was encouraged along with recycle bins
located in public places plus complimentary recycle bins
for businesses to encourage them to get more involved in
recycling. The municipal compost site was identified and
developed along with residential recycle bins provided to
residents. The east entrance sign area along highway 16
near the personal care home was taken on as a cleanup
and beautification project involving the local elementary
school and the Katimivik youth group. Floral areas were
developed with bird houses constructed by the school children. An interactive garden area has been planned and in
the process of being developed in the flats area near the
soccer fields.
The program has greatly aided the community to
encourage residents to take pride in their yards, their businesses and their community. 2008 marks ten years for
the program in Neepawa and the program provincially. In
the fall of 2008, Neepawa will host the provincial awards
ceremonies and seminars thus bringing the program full
circle within ten years.

Newspaper clipping Jan. 7, 1921
The little village of Franklin – the centre of one of
the most fertile sections of Manitoba – made a practical
demonstration on Wednesday of prosperity and patriotism of the people and the community spirit that prevails
amongst them. Sir James Aikins, Lieutenant-Governor of
this province, was a visitor for the purpose of formally
opening the new Memorial Hall.
Just before the proceedings began a squad of veterans,
numbering about 20, clad in khaki, marched in and were
given seats of honor in the centre … The Memorial Hall
is a brick building 40 x 80 feet … and cost about $11,000
with a seating capacity of about 350.
Submitted by Marie Haynes, Dennis and Irene
Magwood
The Memorial Hall in Franklin dates back to 1921
when the official opening of the hall took place. Mr.
Aikins, the Lieutenant Governor General of Manitoba
attended and cut the ribbon.
The idea of a memorial hall was first muted in 1919,
following the end of World War I in 1918, in which five
soldiers from the area, Oscar Kerr, Frank Barker, William
McMartin, Russel Robinson and Ernest Attwood lost their
lives.
The Franklin Community Association Ltd., was
incorporated in 1919, and the first directors were Peter
McMartin, Alexander Brown, George A. Brody, George
Kitson and William J. Fraser. This group’s aim was to build
a hall in memory of local people who had given their lives
so that the people of the world could live in freedom.

On Aug. 9, 1919, an agreement was drawn up between
William Wylie of Minnedosa and the Franklin Community
Hall Association, for the building of the Franklin Memorial
Hall, on the east corner of the junction of Main Street and
the correction line. The agreement was that for $7,500
William Wylie would build the hall using the following
material specification:
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been destroyed and many of us feel that it is important to
retain this landmark.

All structure lumber used was to be #1 fir.
The dance floor was to be of Canadian maple.
Snider veneer bricks from Portage la Prairie were to
be filled with the best quality lime and sand mortar.
Three and one half angle iron was to be used over the
arches to ensure that there would be no sagging.
Included in the price was all the excavation work, the
hauling of all the materials from the railway track to the
site, and all the building work required by the specified
plans. The main structure of the hall was to be completed
and ready for use by Dec. 1, 1919. If weather permitted, the brick facing was also to be completed, but if the
weather was not good to them, then William Wylie had
until the spring of 1920 to complete this. As it turned
out, the good weather did not last long enough for the
brick fascia to be completed and so it was the spring of
1920 before the hall was finished. The hall became the
centre of social life in Franklin. The stage curtain, was a
large oil painting on canvas, done by Robert Kerr, which
could be raised and lowered to separate the audience from
the actors. The hall was the setting for many pageants,
Christmas and drama productions. Franklin also had its
own orchestra which performed its first recital in March,
1920. A badminton club was set up which used the hall,
and the land around the hall became the site of the town’s
baseball ground. When dances were held, the hall became
a hive of activity, it was the place for fowl suppers, benefit
dances, anniversaries and wedding receptions.
The building itself has had some problems. The original foundations were neither big enough nor strong enough,
being only eight inches deep and two feet wide. As a result
of this, renovation work was carried out in 1976. The foundations were reinforced, the full sized basement was filled
in with gravel and the stage was renovated. In 1981, further
modernization took place adding a kitchen and washrooms
with running water. In recent years, a new metal roof,
front steps and railings have replaced the old ones. The
canopy has been upgraded with a new metal roof and under
eaves. The exterior foundation has been upgraded promoting proper drainage. Six commercial heaters have replaced
the old oil furnace and the cenotaph has been refurbished.
The hall’s use over the years has gradually declined, due
to the decease in the size of Franklin. However, in the last
several years, there have been potluck suppers, picnics,
flea markets, weddings, reunions, anniversary celebrations
and dances. Further renovations are planned to maintain
and upgrade this memorial hall for future generations.
The fact that it was built as a memorial hall with the war
monument, should make us proud of its existence. Not
only is it a reminder of those who gave their lives, but it
also holds many memories for those who trained for air
combat in World War II. It is part of our local and world
history. Too many buildings of a historical nature have

HERITAGE ADVISORY COMMITTEE of RM
of LANSDOWNE
Submitted by Carol Ranson

Back Row L to R: Margaret Dyck, Richard Funk,
Ross Foster
Front Row L to R: Ruth Block, Carol Ranson,
Jean Jackson
The history for the RM of Lansdowne’s newest committee is brief compared to the lengthy and large history of
the municipality itself, however, the Lansdowne Heritage
Advisory Committee is well under way ensuring our rich
past is preserved for all future generations!
Seeing a void in heritage preservation work, a group
of dedicated volunteers rallied together to form the first
RM of Lansdowne Heritage Advisory group which had
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Reeve Arnie Suski, principal Rod Shuttleworth, former
principal Leonard Boychuk, farmer Dennis Gagnon and
writer John Dietz.
There were many special attributes to promote. As
well, a need was recognized to preserve heritage in several
forms, from official records to buildings to memories. The
initial ‘brag list’ of attributes included:
A. Heritage
1. Western shore of ancient Lake Agassiz.
2. Indian burial mounds (possibly the most northerly
of all mounds).
3. Winter campsite, estimated 6,000 years old, along
the Whitemud River.
4. Visits by early explorers.
5. Divergence point for pioneer trails to Ft. Dauphin
and Ft. Edmonton.
6. First two quarters of land sold in the Northwest
Territories.
B. Tourism
1. Manitoba Crocus blooms in abundance, on the
Mound and along CPR line.
2. Estimated 30 to 40 species of native plants in
district.
3. Swinging footbridge over the Whitemud River.
4. Rare ‘block’ buildings, pioneer school, other
‘pioneer’ architecture.
5. Beautiful campsite beside river for travellers on the
Yellowhead.
6. Local berry farm, Hutterite colony, tea house, B&B,
etc.
7. Recreational opportunities for walking tours and
canoeing.
Research took top priority in the early months. There
were further meetings with officials in Winnipeg and
Brandon. Members met consultants for architecture, heritage grants, public relations and First Nations heritage. It
contacted a regional tourism association, the Manitoba
Archives, a University of Brandon botanist, a municipal
planner and further First Nations officials.
The first of several applications for LHRTC projects
was underway by year-end. Early in 1998, the LHRTC
requested provincial support for a First Nations heritage
site project at Arden’s north end. It wasn’t approved, but
the committee learned and continued research. Later in
1998, the LHRTC got funding to hire a consultant who
worked with them to develop a plan of action based on a
vision statement and agreed priorities.
The crocus was a natural focus. The LHRTC soon was
funded for its first construction project. It was assigned in
1999 to Dennis Gagnon as primary contractor, assisted by
volunteers. His task was to build a 10-foot tall ‘World’s
Largest Crocus’ monument.

it’s first inaugural meeting in March of 2007. Our group
is currently working on the following projects: relocating
and archiving Lansdowne’s historical materials, creating
and documenting all Lansdowne cemeteries, cataloguing
all historically significant buildings, past and present, and
ensuring the municipality has commemorative cairns for
all past community school districts.
The RM of Lansdowne Heritage Advisory Committee
seeks to preserve material that is of informational value
that illustrates the history, growth and development of the
municipality.

HERITAGE, RESOURCES, AND TOURISM
PROMOTIONS FOR LANSDOWNE
Submitted by John Dietz

L to R: Rod Shuttleworth, Doug Popkes, Abe Enns,
Arnie Suski, Dennis Gagnon, Leonard Paramor,
John Dietz
Municipal Heritage Advisory committees were organizing around Manitoba in the 1990s. In early 1997, Arden
resident Doug Foreman proposed to the RM of Lansdowne
that Lansdowne should set up its own heritage committee. In May, council passed a resolution to authorize and
support a Lansdowne Heritage Resources and Tourism
Committee (LHRTC). In March, 2001, by bylaw, council
formally created the LHRTC as a committee of council.
The bylaw reads: “The Council may refer to the
Committee for its consideration and advice, and the
Committee may on its own initiative consider and advise
the Council on any matter relating to the powers afforded
to Council under the terms of the Heritage Resources
Act and, in particular, the Committee may make recommendations to the Council representing the designation
of heritage buildings, structures, and lands as Municipal
Heritage Sites, and the demolition, preservation, alteration
or renovation of those buildings, structures and lands”.
In June, 1997, provincial heritage officer Mark Stroski
met the new group to ‘brainstorm’ on heritage and tourism
ideas. Founding members were Chairman Doug Foreman,
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In 2003, Arden hosted the 11th annual Community
Heritage Manitoba Conference. About 100 people attended
from towns and villages throughout southern Manitoba.
A visitor’s kiosk was completed beside the Crocus
Monument in 2007 and, at the north site, a new interpretive
sign was added beside the Oxcart. The interpretive sign
displays Arden as a junction along the Fort Ellice Trail,
on one side; on the other, it displays photos of about 25
native wildflowers which grow on a small piece of native
prairie which has been designated by the RM Council as
Arden’s North Heritage Site. The heritage site itself was
designated by the RM council for its native prairie, wildflowers, and Arden Mound remnant for preservation. In
2003, the Foreman family relocated to the North Heritage
Site a large ‘seneca’ rock that was used historically nearby
by First Nations people.
Out of that early planning, as well, came other
benefits. The village council developed a nature trail for
walking along the Whitemud River and into woodlands
beside the Lansdowne Park. The 2-km trail is well maintained and enjoyed by both local residents and visitors.
The LHRTC incorporated ‘heritage’ concrete blocks
from several century-old buildings for use at site in the
village. On his own initiative, member Leonard Boychuk
operated a corn maze for visitors for several years and
developed a ‘botanical garden’ for tourists at his home
beside the river. It has become a site for summer weddings.
For two seasons, the LHRTC gained assistance through
Youth Serves Manitoba. In 2002, Brandon University
Ryan Gibson mapped the routes of pioneer trails within
Lansdowne and obtained reproductions of original maps
produced by surveyors mapping the new townships in the
1870s. In 2003, Assiniboine Community College Cory
McMurachy visited and began developing an Internet site
for Lansdowne (www.ardenmb.ca). The site was ‘launched’
in summer 2004.
Other projects can only be mentioned in passing. The
LHRTC initiated discussions to preserve the ‘Deveson
Bridge,’ on the former road into Arden, and to designate
Highway 352 as a tourism/heritage route. It led provincial
archaeologists to examine and designate this area as a site
for First Nations artifacts.
During the early years of the LHRTC, the Arden
Elementary School and elevator each closed. Viewing
these as essential resources, the LHRTC acted.
In 2000, the committee began an intervention with
Agricore to save the former Manitoba Pool Elevator building in Arden from demolition. It was consigned to the RM
of Lansdowne and, for a while, a new group operated it
as the province’s first dedicated ‘organic grains’ elevator.
Today the elevator remains standing in good shape, owned
and operated by the new Rolling Acres Hutterite Colony.
In 2001, the committee began an intervention to find
alternative uses for the elementary school. It developed

Meanwhile, in the Millenium Year, the LHRTC
declared Arden as the ‘Crocus Capital of Manitoba’ and
launched plans for an annual festival at the village, celebrating the arrival of spring in Manitoba. It would be called
the Arden Crocus Festival.
The monument was dedicated in May 2001 at the south
entrance to Arden and, that day, the Arden Crocus Festival
began as a local event. It was attended by about 135 residents, guests and officials. That year, as well, the LHRTC
approved two signs along the Yellowhead Highway to alert
travelers to the Crocus Capital claim and invite them to
view the Crocus Monument.

In 2002, the LHRTC published the ‘Arden Flyer.’ It
was a four-page tabloid, professionally produced, newsprint flyer with text and photos supporting Arden as a
tourist destination. With a 2003 reprint, about 7,000 flyers
were distributed. In 2005, the ‘flyer’ was followed with
a small full-color, two-fold brochure. Several thousand
copies were distributed.
Recognizing that Arden was a junction point for
pioneer trails, the LHRTC and council set plans in 2002
to build a full-scale steel replica Oxcart. The ‘torch’ was
put to work again, and over the next year a replica was
built in Gagnon’s welding shop. The cart was placed at
a few locations, but has found a permanent site now at
the north end of the village, a short distance south of the
actual trails junction.
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In 1989, the HAND board applied for funding and
hired a congregate meal cook. A noon meal is served
three times weekly in the dining area of the Yellowhead
Manor. Gladys Baryla was the cook until her retirement
in 1995. Helen Drysdale and Connie Dafoe also cooked
for the meal program. Heather Dafoe has been the congregate meal cook since 2000. Many seniors have enjoyed
the home cooked meals and socialization over the years.
Volunteers have been a big part of this program and their
dedication is greatly appreciated.
In 1999, the HAND board partnered with Victoria
Hospital Life Line Service. This (fee for) service provides
around the clock protection and a sense of security in an
emergency situation.
Please feel free to drop into the office located at 430
Brown Avenue or call 476-2009 for further information on
these and other programs that are provided.

a proposal for converting the building to a Conference
Centre, promoting its excellent location in the geographic
centre of agro-Manitoba. However, in 2006 the building was sold to a recently-arrived group of ‘Old Order’
Mennonites for demolition or removal, and possible use
in constructing a new school in the Keyes area, adjacent
to Lansdowne.
The LHRTC also has served as a contact point for
numerous other community-related projects, over the
years, outside the scope of routine activity by the RM
council and other municipal committees.
Doug Foreman resigned as chair in March, 2000.
His successors have included Rod Shuttleworth, Leonard
Boychuk, Carol Ranson and Doug Popkes. Under Ranson,
a constitution and set of operating bylaws were approved
and a Heritage Resource Management Plan (2004) was
prepared in cooperation with the provincial Historic
Resources Branch. Membership has been as high as
eleven, and an annual review meeting now is held each
November.
The LHRTC continues to meet about eight times a
year. It has raised funds from hosting Bingo events, annual
heritage tours, direct support by the RM of Lansdowne,
grants by the Department of Tourism, Recreation and
Cultural Affairs, and the Beautiful Plains Community
Foundation. New projects continue to be discussed.

HORSELOVERS
Submitted by Bill Ferguson
In the spring of 1998, our first “horse-powered” poker
derby took place in Langford Community Pasture southeast of Neepawa. More than twenty teams and wagons
and approximately sixty riders enjoyed a seventeen-mile
scenic ride through the sand hills, complete with a tasty
wiener roast and a barbecue supper. For several years,
the proceeds were presented to the Agricultural Society
to help pay the cost of the new complex at the Neepawa
Fairgrounds.
In 2004, folks decided to contribute the proceeds to the
Central Plains Cancer Care, a recently formed organization that has helped many citizens in the region, and the
ride, always the first Sunday in May, now has an official
name - “Cruising the Crocus Fields”.
In 2004, we introduced a second ride - “Autumn
Rendezvous” - on the last Sunday of October. The money
we raise on this trail ride supports Palliative Care at the
Neepawa Health Care Centre. In 2007, for example, we
presented a cheque for $700 to Palliative Care co-ordinator
Mary Ellen Clark.
Although the weather does not always cooperate, just
perfectly some years, everyone always has fun, and we
know that our community appreciates our fundraising.

HOME ASSISTANCE NEEPAWA AND
DISTRICT (H.A.N.D.)
Submitted by Genie Barnaby
HAND officially came into being on Jan. 6, 1986. It
was the result of a few dedicated persons who saw the need
for such a support for seniors. The goal of this nonprofit
organization is to assist seniors and people with disabilities
to live independently in their own homes as long as physically possible by providing support services, referrals, and
information.
The catchment area is the town of Neepawa and the
surrounding RM’s of Lansdowne, Langford, and Rosedale.
The HAND office is located in the southeast corner of the
Neepawa and District Seniors Drop In Centre with the
entrance off Brown Ave.
Ila Hockin was the coordinator from 1986 until her
retirement in July 1991. Genie Barnaby was hired in
1991.
The volunteer board consists of ten members who are
responsible for the day to day operations of the program
and funding comes from Manitoba Health. Representatives
are appointed from the Town of Neepawa, RM’s of
Lansdowne, Langford, Rosedale, Neepawa and District
Drop In Centre and five members at large.
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I.O.O.F. HALL - Heritage Building
Submitted by Allan Brydon

The lumber and supplies were purchased from FusseeMcFeetors Neepawa Sash and Door Factory. Other suppliers were Burleys Lumber Yard of Neepawa and Franklin,
and also Harrisons Lumber Yards also located at Neepawa
and Franklin. W.J. McLaughlin did the foundation stone
work.
The first meeting of the Odd Fellow’s Lodge was held
in the new hall in January of 1904, with the dedication of
the building being delayed until June 8 of the same year.
The first tenant on the south east corner of the ground
floor was the Post Office, from 1903 – 1906. The north side
of the ground floor was occupied by W.H. Gossell Jewelry.
The three offices in the west end of the ground floor were
occupied by Doctors McCrae and Poole.
The ground floor has seen many tenants over the past
one hundred years. To name a few – a grocery store, a
tailor shop, the Home Bank of Canada, a veterinary office,
a chiropractic office, a millner’s shop, a ladies restroom,
the Spit and Blow Club (a club for men to play cards and
visit), an insurance office, a florist shop and a shoemaker
shop.
For several years, the basement was used as an egggrading station by Boyle Creamery. Today, the basement
is used as a bingo room by the Odd Fellow and Rebekah
Lodges. The main floor is presently occupied by a tearoom, a hairdresser and the Manitoba Driver Licensing.
At one time, there were no less than seven organizations meeting in the hall. They were Woodmen of the
World, Royal Templars of Temperance, Knights of Pythias,
Foresters, Orange Lodge, Order of Young Britons (Orange)
and Hancock’s Orchestra. The hall was also a popular spot
for dancing.
In 1910, the Rebekah Lodge was instituted and have
used the hall as their meeting place since then.
For the past year, the local Rotary Club have held their
weekly meetings in the hall, and the United Commerical
Travellers also have their monthly meetings in the hall.
Other uses have been for teas, fashion shows, fiddler’s
contests, dinners, reunions and various meetings.
Over the years, some minor changes have been made
to the building. Modern times brought hydro and later heating with natural gas. The most notable addition has been

IOOF Hall in Arden
Neepawa Lodge #16, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows was instituted on Jan. 15, 1889. The Lodge
had met in two rented locations, but with an increasing
membership the members made the decision to build a hall
of their own. In 1902, the contract was let to a local firm,
Fussee-McFeeters, to erect a building at the lot already
owned by the Lodge. The contract price was $12,000.
The bricks for the building were purchased from the H.
Stephans Portage la Prairie Brick Yard for $9. per thousand. The payment was channeled through the Bank of
Ottawa in Portage la Prairie.

George L. Foerster, Tinsmithing and Furnace Works
supplied the ceiling material, which was shipped directly
from Preston, ON. He also installed the two furnaces,
complete with registers and ductwork at a cost of $541.50.
A pump was purchased from Neepawa Machine and Pump
Works. The Vance Brothers did the brick laying and plastering. Peter Mitchell’s General Blacksmith, Horseshoeing
and Plow Works did the necessary blacksmithing. The
brick had to be hauled from the Canadian Pacific Railway
Station; also sand, gravel and water had to be hauled. So
draymen of the day were important people.
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the installation of a lift, serving the three floors, a much
greater expenditure than the original building.
In 1995, a major event occurred when the I.O.O. F.
Building was declared a Provincial Historic Site. It is the
oldest I.O.O. F. Building in Manitoba.
In our fast moving world of today, when all eyes are
on the future, it is interesting to be able to look back on
the past..
The local Odd Fellow’s Lodge held an open house on
June 21, 2004 to commemorate the one hundredth anniversary of the building of their local Lodge Hall.
Allen Brydon, Master of Ceremonies for the afternoon, read a short history of the hall and its uses.

KALEIDOSCOPE CONCERTS

Greetings were brought by Mayor Durston, on behalf
of the Town, Dudley Lee, on behalf of the local Heritage
Committee, Gerald Buchanan from the United Commercial
Travellers, Mervyn Drayson for the Elks Lodge and
Darlene Gilles for the Rebekah Lodge. A certificate of
congratulations was received from Inky Mark, Member of
Parliament. The birthday cake was cut by Mayor Durston
and Lloyd Briese, a long time member.

LADIES ORANGE BENEVOLENT
ASSOCIATION, PRIMROSE NO. 203

Submitted by John Buermeyer
Kaleidoscopes Concert Series developed out of
Overture Concerts. Overture Concerts Association was
founded in 1955 by George Zukerman in an effort to bring
quality live entertainment to small towns. They began
working with local volunteers in Neepawa in the early
1970s. In about 1984 the Neepawa committee decided
to set an independent course and so began Kaleidoscope
Concerts Neepawa. The mandate has not changed. With
the support of audiences, the Province, the Beautiful Plains
Community Foundation, local sponsors and others, this
small group of volunteers is able to present an impressive
series of four quality live performances every year.
Kaleidoscope has presented a wide variety of live
entertainment from comedy to classical music. Some
more well known performers have included Valdi, Loreena
McKennitt, Men of the Deep, George Fox, Barrage,
Quartet, Jerusalem Ridge, Rusalka Dancers, Lorne Elliot
and Stuart McLean. The Manitoba Theatre Center presents
a play almost every year, and we’ve had the Winnipeg
Symphony twice. The series is quite remarkable for a town
this size and has been an example for several other towns
in Western Manitoba.

Submitted by Norma Owen
The Ladies’ Orange Benevolent Association was instituted in Neepawa on April 26, 1915 by Springhill LOBA.
Mrs. Addie Hudson was installed as Worthy Mistress of
the Lodge.
Our two oldest members were Sister Hazel Griffith,
who joined in 1917 and Sister Flossie McFadyen, who
joined in 1920.
Money was made by holding whist drives, dances,
raffles and box socials, etc.
The glorious July 12 was celebrated in various towns
of members with a parade. The last parade was held in
July 1975 in Neepawa.
The Traveling Gavel of Love, Friendship and Goodwill
was to promote Lodge visitation among members and has
proved to be very successful over the years.
Our 50th Anniversary was held in 1965 with 12
members receiving Honorary Membership in the Lodge.
Over the years, as our membership has declined, we
helped the LOL members with their bingos as a money
raising project. We donated to various charities, and the
Grand Mistress always had a special project during her
term of office. The bingos closed in May 2007.

Musical selections were provided by Helen Lumsden,
Alvin Rogers and Ed Friesen.
Receiving at the door were Ethne Orchard and Robert
Lumsden. Members of the Rebekah Lodge assisted with
the tea.
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ties. The first festival was held in Souris in 1966, it then
moved to Neepawa where it has resided since. In 1971,
the Festival was incorporated. Bill Fraser, Jim Schmall,
Doreen Sage and Robert Price were all involved in establishing the Festival at this time. Many other residents have
been committee members or festival volunteers over the
years.
The Festival has grown over the years and the classes
offered reflect that growth. Initially classes were only
offered in Art, Creative Movement and Drama. It now
offers classes in Stained Glass, Pottery, Woodworking,
Photography, Creative Writing and more. The children’s
program has become very popular as the students are given
a variety of classes in different art forms.
The Festival is held for ten days every July. The
Preschool, Children’s and Youth programs run during the
week, the Adult programs are primarily held on the weekends. The format of the festival is two separate weekend
sessions and one week-long session (Monday to Friday).
The age divisions are: Preschool (3 to 5 years), Children’s
Program (6 to 10 years) Youth Program (10 to 15 years)
and the Adult Program (16 years +).
The Festival has enjoyed a good relationship with the
Beautiful Plains School Division, which provides classroom space for the Festival at the Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute. Classes have also been held at the Neepawa
Resource Centre and at the Neepawa Library.
150 people registered for classes in 2006, the majority
of those were visitors to Neepawa.

To date, LOBA has seven members in Neepawa, two
members in Portage la Prairie and four members who
amalgamated from Winnipeg. We have our meetings in
a home now, but go to the I.O.O.F. Hall when the Grand
Mistress makes her official visit and other Lodge members
attend.
It is an honour to have had four Grand Mistresses from
Neepawa namely: R.W. Eleanor (Nell) Crooks – 1983-84;
R.W. Marlene McCurry – 1998-99; R.W. Irene McClay –
2000-02; R.W. Norma Owen – 2004-06; and R.W. Irene
McClay 2006-08.
There is also a Crystal Chapter No. 9 with four members
from Neepawa and meetings are held in Winnipeg with
their members. Marlene McCurry had the honour of being
Grand Senior Preceptress of Canada Crystal Chapter for
2005-07.
We have five Right Worshipful Honorary Members of
the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge of Manitoba and one
Most Worshipful Honorary Member of Most Worshipped
Grand Lodge of Canada. One member holds office in Most
Worshipful Grand Lodge of Canada.
Primrose No. 203 LOBA of Neepawa will celebrate
its 93rd birthday in 2008.

MARGARET LAURENCE HOME
Submitted by Ruth Kaspick
Back Row: R.W.’s Irene Wenham, Colleen Paluch,
Eva Beere, Marlene McCurry, Norma Owen
Second Row: R.W.’s Eva McKay, Florence Hodgkinson,
Irene McClay, Helen Henry, Beatrice Ferguson
Front Row: M.W. Kathleen Falloon, and Karen Bartram
Although we only have three Orange Lodges in
Manitoba, we hold Grand Lodge in Winnipeg in March
each year. We hold the July 12 celebrations with a church
service with the Loyal Orange Lodge members and families followed by a luncheon and social time.

MANITOBA HOLIDAY FESTIVAL of the ARTS
Submitted by Greg Heschuk
Formally known as the John Simpson House, the
following statistics were taken from Land Titles Office,
Neepawa – Sept. 18, 1991:
Previous Owners:
1889 – John A. Davidson
1889 – Rhoda Ann Law

The Manitoba Holiday Festival of the Arts owes its
beginning to Gissur Eliasson, a fine arts instructor at the
University of Manitoba. He recognized that there were
limited opportunities for the “average person” to have
lessons in art, though many people have creative abili46

peruse. Her children continue to support the work of the
committee.
In the fall of 1986, the Viscount Cultural Council, who
already had an established “Margaret Laurence Room”,
relocated from the old post office to the Margaret Laurence
home at 312 First Street.
Margaret Laurence passed away in Lakefield, ON on
Jan. 5, 1987. A memorial service was held on Jan. 9 at
Bloor Street United Church in Toronto and a local memorial was held on Jan. 10 at Neepawa United Church. Upon
her request Margaret’s ashes were interred in the Riverside
Cemetery, Neepawa on June 23, and the day before the
official opening of the house.

1890 – Richard Gibbering
1892 – The Laws
1895 – W.Travis Creighton
1895 – Christina Coulter
1900 – Robert E. Ennis
1901 – Thomas McCaffrey - $3,000.00 (died on the
Titanic)
1903 – September – Horace Frederick Forrest to John
Simpson - $3,000.00
1916 – Bill of Sale – John Simpson to Jane Simpson
- $1.00
1945 – October – Ruby Simpson, Margaret Wemyss,
Wilma Foltham
1945 – Gladys Pearl Atkins
1946 – Steve Kolesar
1950 – Elsie Adams Kolesar
1952 – Alexander Puhach and Michael Puhach
1957 – Michael and Juliana Puhach
1972 – June – Muriel McKenzie
1986 – September 16 to the Margaret Laurence Home
Committee Inc.
The Margaret Laurence Home is a designated provincial heritage site and Level 2 Museum. It is also a Manitoba
Star Attraction and is a living memorial of one of Canada’s
most renowned literary figures. Margaret gave her approval
and blessing in 1986 when the home was purchased. The
home is a cultural centre where such events as writer’s
workshops, book launchings, and Elder Hostel education
programs have taken place. Neepawa provided the inspiration for the fictional town of Manawaka in her novels.
In September, 1986, the Margaret Laurence home previously owned by John Simpson, Margaret’s maternal grandfather, was purchased form Muriel McKenzie for $40,000.
The Neepawa and Area Development Corporation donated
the initial seed money of $10,000. Interested citizens of
Neepawa and area borrowed the remaining $30,000. Also,
local businesses and individuals were generous with their
donations.
Members of the founding committee were president
Ivan Traill, vice-president Walter Zeke, secretary Dorothy
Campbell and treasurer Marlyne Hargreaves. Other board
members were Lawrence Hargreaves, Richard and Wilma
Lloyd Davies, Marian Bass, Homer Gill, Brian Curtis and
Irene Penhale.
From the time of purchase of the home up to the official
opening June 24, 1987, the committee and friends spent
many laborious and fun-filled hours on weekends, holidays
and evenings repairing, painting, rebuilding, scraping and
scrubbing to complete this monumental task!
Gifts from Margaret’s children, Jocelyn and David,
include her typewriter, doctoral robes, award certificates
and much more. Many books, papers, magazines, letters,
videos and audio tapes are available for research or to

In 1991, McClelland and Stewart were forth-coming
with a donation of 500 copies of the book “Dance on the
Earth”. These were quickly sold, packaged and mailed all
across Canada and elsewhere. This memoir was completed
by her daughter, Jocelyn, shortly before Margaret’s
death.
After only five years, the mortgage burning celebration
was held on June 24, 1992.
In October of 1996, Canada Post issued a commemorative stamp honouring Margaret Laurence together with
four other literary figures. This celebration was held at
the Yellowhead Centre , which is also where the main
fund raising event for the home takes place. Every year,
the Margaret Laurence Home antique sale is held at the
Yellowhead Centre.
Long-time faithful past committee members: Orma
Baker, Betty Chisholm, Susan Chartrand, Linda Dyck,
Lane Englund, Greg Heschuk, Jo Jackson and Anne Lee.
As of 2007, the committee consists of Blair Chapman,
Ron Forsman, Ruth Kaspick, Joyce Kingdon, Brenda
Lagimodiere and Diane Nordstrom.
Over the years, we have had a number of dedicated
students who acted as tour guides for only one season.
However, we were fortunate enough to have others who
stayed for more than one season and they were: Sara
Birnie, Lisa Braun, Jean Campbell, Sara Durston, Lesia
Gawaziuk, Joanne Jackson, Preston Jarema, Julia McKee,
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episodes. Herb Osmond started “News and Views” and
anchored it for two years. Church services were done on
a regular basis and sports became an important part of the
programming.
Neal Thompson resigned to move on and Kathryn
Wrightson came on the scene. Kathryn knew very little
about the production business but was soon not only a good
producer; she was also excellent at the technical aspect of
production. Ivan Traill had been the general manager up
to this point, but he decided it was time to turn the reins
over to Kathryn. She was made general manager and took
the job seriously; things moved forward during this short
time. It was ended in 2005, when Kathryn only 34 years
old was hit with a devastating stroke and Ivan was pressed
back into service.
During this time, Neil Strohschein had become a
very important contributor to NAC TV’s programming;
Coffee Chat, News and Views, Tigers sports commentator,
Cubs and Farmers commentator and many other interview
programs. Neil continues to contribute to the programming
of NACTV to this day; in fact he is the master of ceremonies of our newest program, Co-op Trivia Challenge.
Amanda Naughton-Gale joined NACTV staff in 2006
and carried the station through some transition times. She
left the station to become manager of The Bargain Shop
but still contributes where she can.
During the last few years, many people have come
forward to help with the programming. Danny Ardron
does the camera work for the hockey as well as many
other programs. George Cargo, an avid baseball fan, is
always available for the Cubs or Farmers games; Charlie
Swanson does the commentary on all of our curling games;
Hector Swanson is mixer for many curling and baseball
games. Ron Forsman has been a very strong supporter,
acting on the board as well as a camera person for many
programs.
The studio has had untold help from groups like
Katimavik, Canada World Youth and the Youth Employment
Service program. We were very fortunate during this time
to inherit Peggy Galloway from the Gladstone Access
Channel. After Peggy moved to Neepawa, she asked about
doing a program called “Heroes and Heroines” stories of
war brides and men and women who had served in the
Canadian forces. This turned out to be a very popular
program; 23 have been done to date and form an archive
that will be used for years.
Jim Cockburn, who had done the odd program for
us retired and became a regular on Coffee Chat, “In
Conversation” and “Undercover”, a program related to
his past as a Royal Canadian Mounted Police officer. Jim
has been a stalwart in many ways, working at the book
store, as a member of the board as well as his work at the
studio.

Crystal McLeod, Melinda Sumner, Mike Sumner, Sherrie
Thom, Mike White and Carrie Zagula.
In years gone by, once the students returned to school/
university, the house was kept open weekdays and weekends until Thanksgiving by local volunteers.
Adults who also have worked on a full-time basis as
tour guides are Leonard and Ruth Kaspick, Joyce Kingdon
and Joyce Scott.
Throughout the summer visitors from all across North
America, Europe and Asia enjoy individual and group
tours throughout the Margaret Laurence home.

NACTV (NEEPAWA ACCESS COMMUNITY
TELEVISION)
Submitted by Ivan Traill
The local Access channel was started in 1977 with a
meeting between Wayne Kines of WMCL and Ivan Traill
at the Traill residence in Neepawa. The next year a headend was developed on the first floor of The Yellowhead
Manor. A few programs were produced each month and
were played back by manually putting a VHS tape into the
playback machine. It was at this time that the Neepawa
Lions’ Club started the TV Bingo. It was done with a single
camera and a hand driven mixing machine.
Over the next few years, the offices of Access 12
moved from Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute to the basement of what is now the Remax offices, to the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows Hall. It went into a hiatus for a few
years but was reinstated again in 1985 when it was set up
in the basement of the Roxy Theatre.
Over these formative years, many people kept the
channel operating under very adverse conditions: people
like Ted Deller, Christine Crowther and Tom Wenham who
went on to a career in the communication field. Then, there
were people like Gary Reidle who stayed with the program
through “thick and thin”! Gary is still the sports director
of NACTV and is the “Voice of the Natives”.
In the 90s, it was decided to apply for a license from
Canadian Radio and Television Corporation to transmit
the signal to within 15 miles of Neepawa. Cecil Cox, who
represented the Lions Club on the board, was a great help
in getting a license and served as treasurer for several
years. With the receipt of the license came the new name,
“NACTV” (Neepawa Access Community Television).
At this time, an employee was hired to help with
programming. Neal Thompson was a natural for this job.
The station started selling advertising and for many years,
Neal’s voice could be heard behind the commercials. He
also developed the infamous “Lager Chat” that was filmed
in the Hamilton Hotel bar.
During these years, there was a lot of innovation. Don
Clark started “Coffee Chat” which ran to several hundred
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To encourage youth in art, the club sponsors an art
competition. This competition has three levels and cash
prizes are awarded in each level for students in the Beautiful
Plains School Division.
Below are pictures of some of the members of the
Neepawa and Area Art Club since 1983. Pictures of
other members are not available: Kathy Walker, Janet
Thorkelsson, Sharon Krakowka, Mari Klassen, Diane
Buchanan, Ann Lee, Cliff Nicholson and Bill Fraser.

When Amanda Naughton-Gale left, the board decided
to hire two part-time people to fill the position; one a
technician/editor/producer, Dana Kowalski, and the other
an office manager and bookkeeper, Jackie Snider. As this
goes to press, they are both very new in their positions.
Fund raising to keep the NACTV station going has
always been a challenge, the main fund raiser is a yearly
SHOWCASE which nets the station $9,000 to $10,000
annually. Jean Borchardt has been invaluable to this project
as she has done the business canvas yearly. A year ago,
Hector Swanson came up with the idea of a book store
to be a volunteer group, all books being donated and all
proceeds going to NACTV. It has been a very great success
and is an excellent outlet for NACTV’s tapes and DVD’s.
Thus, Access 2 Books was born.
Volunteers such as Bill Elliott, Alvin and Jean
Borchardt, Lloyd and Shirley Reidle, Ruth and Leonard
Kaspick, Norm Siatecki, Sylvia Robinson and Guy
Cyrenne, Charlie Swanson and Hector Swanson keep the
place open six days a week from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.
From the volunteers at Access 2 Books, volunteers at
NAC TV have developed. Sylvia Robinson is doing some
excellent camera work on Christmas programs and other
concerts. Alvin Borchardt is a camera person/commentator
and is presently chairman of the board of NACTV.
In the last few years, many advances have been made
in NACTV’s programming. The studio adds a dimension to
our programming which allows us to tape interviews with
ease and go live if we wish. We have developed a mobile
unit for our baseball, football, rodeo, etc. events. The
gondola at The Yellowhead Centre, which was the brain
child of Gary Reidle has proven to be an excellent addition. It allows good programming from The Yellowhead,
whether Natives hockey, kids hockey or figure skating.
Gary not only oversaw the building of the gondola but he
put in a lot of sweat equity as well.
As 2008 rolls around, NACTV is looking forward to
expanding into the rural community as well as supplying
excellent programming for the residents of Neepawa.

Austin – Joyce Friesen, Leila Hanson, V. Csversko,
V. Paramor, Kathy Painter (instructor), E. McKee, M.
Ferguson and Mary Popien.

Portage – Back row: Peggy Galloway, Edel Thompson,
Joyce Friesen, Diane Pollock, V. Csversko,
Marlyne Hargreaves.
Front row: Madeline Ferguson, Isabel Jarema.

NEEPAWA AND AREA ART CLUB
Thanks to the new Viscount Cultural Center, the
Neepawa and Area Art Club now have a functional and
spacious area for a studio and space where workshops
can be held.
NACC holds a yearly Art Show in the Manawaka
Gallery at VCC. Several members have had individual
shows. The club enjoys educational and fun tours to galleries throughout Manitoba.
Many members have had art work chosen to travel
with the Westman Traveling Juried Art show. As a result
of this show, commissions have been received; art work
has been sold – even to the Provincial Government.

Manawaka Gallery – Dick Lee, M. Hargreaves,
M. Ferguson, E. McKee, E. Thompson, Betty Walker,
V. Paramor and Diane Pollock
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After consulting with Lloyd Sirett (Building Chairman),
Heinz Neumann and Irwin Watt, the location was settled
adjacent to the Yellowhead Manor, a central spot and a quiet
street. By 1987, with a fair amount of money collected,
it was time to elect a board of table officers: PresidentLloyd Sirett, Secretary-Ila Hockin, Vice-president-Ivan
Traill, Treasurer- Heinz Neumann and a committee of 10
dedicated members.
Gaiser Construction of Brandon contracted to build the
actual drop-in building. Sod turning took place in 1985.
On Mar. 18, 1987 the new facility was officially opened
under the title of “Neepawa and Area Drop-In Centre”,
when 200 residents of Neepawa and area came out to show
support, approval and offer warm congratulations.
Chas. Mayer, Member of Parliament and Glen
Cummings Member of Legislative Assembly were present for the opening.
Many and varied fundraisers brought this event about.
The first annual “Duck Derby” on the Whitemud River
realized $2,100 for the centre. This was lots of fun and
excitement. Special teas and bake sales were held with
Bertha Newman, Social Convener. The girls in the craft
room were busy raising funds as well. The craft room was
officially designated as such in 1988 and by 1990-110
quilts had been completed and sold. Myrtle Griffiths was in
charge of quilting and many other crafts, in the craft room.
This was a great place for the ladies to meet and share
a few “shady” jokes and some fun. By 2006, 617 quilts
were quilted, many from donated tops, and all funds, well
over $2,000 has been donated to our funds. Jean Scott has
donated many baby quilts for sale with proceeds donated
to our finances.
In March, 1989, we were proud to have reached
the goal of a “Debt free” facility-when we celebrated a
“Burning of the Mortgage Ceremony”. We had paid off
our debt of $170,000. The “burning” took place at the
drop-in, appropriately or not, under the smoke detectors,
which went off and proved they were working well. Chas.
Mayer, MP, who was present and being tall, was able to
shut off the alarm and stop the noise and concern. Roy
Kilburn, Lloyd Sirett and Heinz Neumann, along with
Myrtle Griffiths officiated at this ceremony.
Our centre is situated in Westman with many competing in Manitoba Society of Seniors games. These are
hosted by different centers each year. 2007 was hosted by
Winnipeg. Regional play-offs start in April and May, with
Westman Regional Representative, Lyle Watson from our
drop-in. In 2007, we had entries in e.g. slo-pitch ball, golf,
horseshoes, bridge, whist, shuffleboard and floor curling.
Our club is divided into six groups which alternate,
putting on activities for two months. This includes a full
course meal the last Friday of each month, for a reasonable price, and anyone is welcome to attend. This meal is
always very well attended.

Evelyn Wilson, Jean Myrah and Wilma Lloyd-Davies

Rose Hancock, Betty Ritchie, Phyllis Bell,
Suzanne du Plooy

NEEPAWA and AREA DROP-IN CENTRE
Notes prior to opening taken from Neepawa Press
files.
Aug. 15, 1985: meeting to make final decision to
construct.
Sept. 25, 1985: location approved-adjacent to
Yellowhead Manor. Lloyd Sirett and Heinz Neumann
turned the sod.
Oct. 24, 1985: plans shown and approved.
Nov. 7, 1985: $200,000 Drop-In approved.
Nov. 28, 1985: plans published in local papers.
July 3, 1986: Final go-ahead given.
July 14, 1986: Monday-construction on the building
started.
March 26, 1987: Official Opening!
Fees set at $15.00 annually and all games $0.25 per
game.

HISTORY OF NEEPAWA and AREA DROP-IN
CENTRE
Submitted by Mary McLaughlin and Noreen Smith
Our history began in the early 1980s, when Neepawa
became a popular retirement town, with more and better
health care, residents were living longer, enjoying a
happier lifestyle and being more active. So what could
we offer these seniors that would be challenging, enjoyable
and keep them off the streets? A seniors’ drop-in was the
answer, and as the possibility was discussed, many seniors
came forward with donations (often in memory of loved
ones) to get the project “off the ground”.
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The Neepawa group continues to raise funds with what
was formerly the Hope Chest Draw, but is now our Annual
Cash Raffle. In addition, we have an annual fall canvass
of the area businesses, which raises a large sum each year.
We hold a fall tea in late October at the Bamboo Gardens,
with the Bamboo donating proceeds of all coffee sales to
the Auxiliary.
The health facilities submit a wish list at the beginning
of each year and our buying committee brings recommendations to the large group as to which items we will
purchase. During the years 2000 to 2005 we purchased a
total of $60,397. in healthcare equipment. During those
same years, our members provided 15,370 volunteer hours
of work to the health systems in Neepawa.
In 2005, we completed the revision of our constitution
and by-laws.
The Auxiliary gives a $1,000 bursary each year to
a Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute graduating student
entering a health care field. We provide a gift each year
to the New Years baby born at Neepawa Hospital. We still
continue the Teen Volunteer program at the high school
formerly known as Candy Stripers who help out at the
hospital and personal care home. We also make tray favors
for the hospital patients for Hospital Day in May and for
both the hospital and personal care home residents for
Christmas.
Our new personal care home is now under construction, and our intention is to contribute as much as possible
to this project. We have begun a Little House project in
which members made small houses and placed them in
many local business places for people to donate their spare
coins, with all funds raised going to the new personal care
home.
We have been fortunate in having a number of new
members join us, but there is always room for more.
We appreciate the help and support of the community
in our endeavors, as we strive to keep pace with the changing face of health care.

Our centre is open six days a week. Floor shuffleboard
is held five days and is still “tops” in popularity. Floor curling started in 2005, goes two mornings a week. The games
room is open six afternoons a week for cards or snooker
playing. The drop-in has the special advantage of being
able to serve a home cooked meal, through co-sharing
the dining area with Home Assistance Neepawa District.
Meals are served at a very reasonable price on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, and all seniors are welcome to
enjoy a good home-cooked meal.
From 1987-2007, we have had two notable anniversaries, our 10th and 20th. At each, we have had an open house,
welcomed new members and served coffee and birthday
cake. On Mar. 17, 2007 we held our 20th Anniversary,
when we honored a hard working member of 26 years,
Lloyd Sirett, who has spared no time or effort to provide
a better centre. President Harry Smithson presented him
with an honorary life membership, in appreciation of his
dedication.
Over the 20 years there have been many more members
deserving of special mention, Mildred and Roy Kilburn,
Ivan Traill, Frank Sidoryk (for coffees), Heinz Neumann,
Myrtle Griffiths, Ila Hockin, Noreen Smith (shuffleboard), Gladys Barilla (Sec.), Jack Huxley, Lionel Windus,
Wally Cram, Murray Farrell, Harry Smithson and Mary
McLaughlin (reporter for a good many years).
Ladies in craft room included: Noreen Smith, Jean
Scott, Eleanor Swanson, Laura McKee, and Norma Reid.
In 2007, there are 12 quilters. Noreen Smith and Mary
McLaughlin have compiled a history in picture books from
1987 and will be on display at the centre.
As we look back over 20 years, we can feel proud of
being able to provide an enjoyable place for seniors and
all newcomers to enjoy fellowship, friends, food, fun and
support in times of frustration. We have proven that old
age and treachery will overcome youth and skill in cards
and games.

NEEPAWA AREA HEALTH AUXILIARY
NEEPAWA & AREA HOMECOMING 125
COMMITTEE

Faces and names may change but still a dedicated
group of volunteer ladies work diligently to raise funds
for equipment at the hospital, personal care home, and
the health unit.
We meet seven months of the year with a luncheon
meeting at the Bamboo Gardens. In 2003, we proudly
celebrated 100 years of the Auxiliary. During that year,
we held an anniversary tea, entered a float in a parade,
and purchased a stained glass hanging for a window at
the hospital.
In October, 1990, the Birnie ladies formed a satellite
auxiliary group, and each year hold a luncheon and bake
sale which raises a goodly sum for equipment.

2008 is the 125th year for Neepawa as an Incorporated
Town. The planning of the Homecoming began when
Resolution No. 26298 stating that “the Council of the Town
of Neepawa appoint Dave and Myra Bennet as co-chairs
of the 2008 Homecoming Committee” was passed on Nov.
14, 2006. The Bennets then approached local citizens to
serve on the committee and the first official meeting was
held April 30, 2007. The next seven months were a flurry
of activity as officers were chosen, subcommittees formed
and events planned. The following were appointed.
Co-chairs: Dave and Myra Bennet
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At the time of printing the following events were
planned:

Treasurer: Bob Finlayson
Secretary: Lyle Byram
Publicity: Jim Cockburn, Dean Dietrich, Gary Reidle
Decorations and Parade Float: Cecil Pittman
Community Liaison: Mary Ellen Clark
Registration: Don and Janet McGillivray
Memorabilia: Marilyn Dietrich, Clinton Mutch
School Reunion: Mary Platt
History Book Liaison: Ron Forsman

Major Events during Neepawa & Area
Homecoming & School Reunion
July 16 - 20, 2008
Wednesday July 16
10:00 – 4:00 Registration at Homecoming Office
1:00 – 5:00
Tours of refurbished Roxy Theatre –
20th anniversary
2:00 – 4:00
Kinsmen Kourts 25th Anniversary Tea at
Kinsmen Kourts
7:30 – 11:00 Kickoff Party at Yellowhead Centre with
refreshments and entertainment
– Hosted by Neepawa Kin Club (free)
– History Book Launch – Auction of
first book
Thursday July 17
10:00 – 4:00 Registration at Homecoming Office
1:00 – 3:00
Tours of Elementary and High Schools
1:00 – 5:00
Tours of refurbished Roxy Theatre
– 20th anniversary
2:00 – 4:00
Pioneer Recognition Garden Party at
Knox Presbyterian Church
– Hosted by Knox congregation

Two major decisions were undertaken early in the
planning stages. Firstly, that it should involve citizens and
former residents of not just Neepawa but Neepawa and
Area, since people living outside of Neepawa have always
been part of the social and business fabric of Neepawa,
the “most beautiful town in Manitoba”.
Secondly it was decided to have the Homecoming on
July 16-20, 2008 at the same time as the annual Neepawa
& Area Lily Festival, so that people returning for the celebrations could enjoy both activities in one trip.

Friday July 18
10:00 – 4:00 Registration at Homecoming Office
11:00
Opening of Lily Festival &
Homecoming – Hamilton Street tent
11:30
Serving of 125 Birthday Cake – assisted
by Red Hat Lily Gals
2:00 – 4:00
Open House at IOOF and Rebekah Hall
– everyone welcome
5:30 – 10:00 Homecoming 125 Civic Banquet ($20)
– Yellowhead Hall
8:00 – 12:00 Classic Cruise Nite at the Agassiz Drive
Inn
7 am – 12 pm Lily Festival Events
www.lilyfestival.com 204-476-8811
Saturday July 19
10:00 – 9:00 Registration at Homecoming Office
9:00 – 10:30 Tours of NACI
11:00
Lily Festival Parade (Homecoming
Theme)
10:30
Kid’s Parade – Neepawa Gymnastics
Club
1:00 shotgun Neepawa Golf Club Tournament 125

Seated (L to R): Cecil Pittman, Bob Finlayson,
Dave Bennet, Myra Bennet, Lyle Byram,
Mary Ellen Clark
Standing (L to R): Don McGillivray, Janet McGillivray,
Jim Cockburn, Mary Platt, Clinton Mutch,
Marilyn Dietrich, Dean Dietrich, Gary Reidle,
Ron Forsman
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9:00 – 1:00
9 am – 12 pm

Homecoming & School Reunion Socials
($10) at Yellowhead Centre
Lily Festival Events

1996. The first thing the committee did was to develop a
mission statement. It read: To put the town of Neepawa
on the map as the world lily capital and to organize an
annual lily festival during the third week in July, focusing
on lilies, music, food and fun. These key elements continue
to thrive at Neepawa’s Lily Festival.

Sunday July 20
3:00 – 6:00
Homecoming Picnic ($8) or BYO at
Riverbend Park – Hosted by UCT
8 am – 8 pm
Lily Festival Events
Garden Tours of Neepawa – Beautiful
Plains Horticultural Society
Neepawa & Area Homecoming 125
Other Events during 2008
Dec. 31, 2007 New Year’s Eve Ball – Neepawa Rotary
Club
Year 2008
Flashback Neepawa 125 Neepawa
Banner – weekly submitted photos and
articles
Year 2008
(Country Meadows) Neepawa Personal
Care Home Fundraising Projects
Year 2008
“Land of Plenty” – Collection of 3 piano
pieces honouring the 125th – composed
by Remi Bouchard – Russell Publishing
March 1
Gymnastics Meet 125 – Neepawa
Gymnastics Club
April 14 – 17 Two Special $125 awards at the
Neepawa & District Fine Arts Festival
April 19
40th Anniversary Cabaret
– Neepawa Choraliers
Beautiful Plains County Courthouse
Fountain Commemoration by the
Neepawa Heritage Committee
July 2 – 20
Viscount Cultural Centre – Display of
local past and present artists
Meet the Artists on July 19
Sept. 12 – 13 Manitoba in Bloom Provincial Awards
& Seminars
– Hosted by Neepawa Communities
in Bloom Committee

In 1996, the third week in July, the forerunner of the
Lily Festival was staged. Lily blossoms and information
cards were placed in the businesses throughout the town.
The committee began promoting the development of lily
beds on both public and private properties. The lily logo
on the letterhead was chosen through a contest and was
adopted as the official logo in May of 1997.

NEEPAWA AND AREA LILY FESTIVAL
The idea of a Lily Festival first bloomed in 1996
when Eleanor Nicholson and Barrie Strohman presented
their idea to Neepawa Town Council. Eleanor and Barrie
explained that many different varieties of lilies are grown
locally, that many new varieties had been developed
locally and named. Town Council was very enthusiastic
and agreed that it would be a benefit to promote the lily
theme in Neepawa and community. These presentations
resulted in the formation of the Neepawa & Area Lily
Festival Committee which held its first meeting June 24,

A vista of Elizabeth Lily Park (maintained by members
of the Lily Committee)
In 1997, the first annual Lily Festival was held with a
Lily Golf Tournament, Lily Flower Show, bus tours, breakfast among the lilies, entertainment events and a barbecue.
At the first festival there were approximately 6,000 people
in attendance.
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Barrie Strohman and Eleanor Nicholson (with spades
in garden) at Lily Planting Ceremony at Manitoba
Legislative Ground, June 8, 2005

The lily bed at Knox Presbyterian Church
In 1998, it was determined that there were over 1,500
named varieties of lilies being grown in Neepawa and
area, more varieties than anywhere else in the world, thus
Neepawa was declared “The World Lily Capital” by way
of resolution by the Town of Neepawa Council. Note: in
2007 there are now over 2,000 named varieties of lilies in
and around Neepawa.
The name “Neepawa and Area Lily Festival” was officially registered in February of 2000 with incorporation
being completed in March of 2000. In October of 2001,
the logo was officially trademark certified.
The Neepawa and Area Lily Festival is organized each
year by a group of dedicated volunteers who sit on the Lily
Festival Committee. The committee is structured into four
main departments: Lily Development, Finance, Marketing
and Festival Events. Each department has a director who
then works with subcommittees in their department. Lily
Festival is organized by a group of 20 executive volunteers
in the months preceding the festival. During the actual
festival week, there are approximately 300 volunteers who
help make the festival a reality.
The Neepawa and Area Lily Festival is a non-profit
organization with proceeds being used for festival events
and for beautification of the Town of Neepawa. Five large
lily parks have been developed in the town and each year
the Lily Festival partners with the Town of Neepawa to
enter the Communities in Bloom competition. In 2003,
Neepawa won the National Communities in Bloom award.
In 2004, the festival was named “Canada’s National Lily
Festival”.
From its humble beginnings in 1996, the Neepawa
and Area Lily Festival has grown to attracting 11,000 to
12,000 people annually from around the world to Neepawa,
Manitoba – “The World Lily Capital”.

NEEPAWA AREA PLANNING DISTRICT
The inaugural meeting of the Neepawa and Area
Planning District was held Nov. 15, 1978 at the Neepawa
County Court Building.
Present at the meeting, representing their municipalities
were Harry Smithson and Dave Miller (RM of Rosedale),
Jim Ross and Glen Montgomery (RM of Langford), Mel
Chambers and Bob Durston (Town of Neepawa), Al Shier
and Dave Klippenstein (Manitoba Planning), Harold
McConnell (CAO-RM of Rosedale) and George Bates
(CAO- Town of Neepawa).
Mel Chambers was nominated chairman and Bob
Durston was appointed acting secretary-treasurer.
The first line of business was to create a development
plan. The development plan was to be a statement of objectives and policies which helps a community guide and
promote orderly growth, providing guidelines for future
development. The Neepawa and Area Planning District
Development Plan came into effect Nov. 18, 1982.
The Planning Board works with government departments, municipal councils and citizens of the Planning
District to facilitate their planning and zoning requirements.
The Planning District office provides zoning and
development information, building and plumbing permits
with inspections and works with the member municipalities, Manitoba Government departments and citizens of
the communities in these areas.
Bill Graham was hired as the first Development
Officer/Secretary Treasurer in January of 1979 to work a
2 day work week. Hartley Wilson took over that position
in 1987 working a 3 day work week. Mervyn Martin was
hired for that position by the planning board in 1997.
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Chamber of Commerce continues to be an active organization focusing its direction towards governmental affairs,
community involvement, organizational issues, and promotion of the community and event development.
Chamber plays an important role in governmental
affairs. In partnership with the Neepawa Town Council,
Chamber successfully lobbied the province in 1993 in
opposition of plans to upgrade Mountain Avenue to include
parallel parking along with a central meridian similar to
that in Minnedosa. Lobbying efforts were directed toward
the Neepawa Health Services Board (pre Regional Health
Authority) to maintain prescription drug service contracts
with local pharmacies for personal care home and hospital,
which continued until it was taken over regionally in1996.
In 1994, the Chamber was successful in eliminating the
local business tax. Effective lobbying efforts showed how
banding together can change political policy within all
levels of government.
Involvement in the community continues to be a role
of the organization. As a community project, the Chamber
purchased a building from Onanole in 1989 and moved it
to town property to establish a tourist booth owned, operated and maintained by the Chamber. Staffed through a
provincial summer student grant and volunteers from other
organizations the tourist booth continued operation until
2004. The loan on the building was paid off through fundraising efforts over a five-year period and the building was
later sold to the town of Neepawa. As a community service,
the Chamber organized “Meet the Candidates Night” for
municipal elections. In partnership with other groups,
Chamber became part of the Communities in Bloom –
Neepawa in Bloom committee in 1998 and continues
with active representation on the committee. Chamber
hosted “Welcome to Neepawa” receptions for new residents, which later was dropped. In partnership with the
province, the Chamber continues to sponsor the Manitoba
Youth Job Centre. Over the years Chamber has appointed
member representatives to the boards of Neepawa Area
Development Corporation, Margaret Laurence Home
Committee, Yellowhead Highway Association and the
Manitoba Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber created
an annual Citizen of the Year and Outstanding Chamber of
Commerce Awards, which later changed to Citizen of the
Year and Volunteer of the Year Awards, which continued
until 2005.
There have been several organizational changes to
the Chamber. General membership meetings started on
a regular monthly basis in 1990, with guest speakers in
a casual setting, which added to member attendance at
the meetings. Monthly board meetings were the business
meetings with members welcome to attend as guests. In
1991, the Retail Merchants Association was rolled into the
Chamber as the events committee to eliminate duplication
and increase resources that could be dedicated to a project.

In 1998, the RM of Lansdowne became the fourth
municipality of the Neepawa and Area Planning District.
The Planning office was now open 4 days per week. Due
to the Planning District being so active the planning office
went to a 5 day work week in 2003.
The Planning Board is comprised of two members of
each council from the Town of Neepawa, RM of Rosedale,
RM of Langford and the RM of Lansdowne. The development officer and a representative from Manitoba Planning
advise the board on planning and zoning issues.
To comply with the 2006 Planning Act, the Neepawa
and Area Planning District Development Plan was amended
after 2 years of review and consultation and came into
effect on Jan. 17, 2008.
The Planning Board at this time is comprised of
Wayne Hollier and Monty Simon (Town of Neepawa),
Ray Drayson and Gerond Davidson (RM of Langford),
Raymond Gork and Leonard Paramor (RM of Lansdowne),
Barry Kohinski and Michael Porrok (RM of Rosedale),
Terry Pearce – Manitoba Planning and Mervyn Martin –
Development Officer.
Former board members that represented their municipalities and Manitoba Planners were:
RM of Langford – Stu Briese, Rick Evans, Bryan
Kaspick
RM of Lansdowne – Bill Pottinger
RM of Rosedale – Bill Martin, Wayne Csversko, Jim
Kuharski, Bud Birch
Town of Neepawa – Cecil Cox, Bud Birch, Dean
Dietrich
Manitoba Planners – Len Witko, Terry Brown.

NEEPAWA DISTRICT CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE
Since becoming established in 1900, as the Neepawa
Board of Trade, followed by a change of name in 1949
to the Neepawa and District Chamber of Commerce, the
business needs of the town of Neepawa, RMs of Rosedale
and Langford have been well served by this business organization.
Since the last submission in 1983 to the history book,
there have been many successes. The Neepawa and District
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1985 Pat Angers
1986 Wayne Hollier
1987 John O’Halloran
1988 Robert Frith
Keith Porter
1990-1991 Betty Kozak
1992-1994 Dean Dietrich
1995-1996 Kerry Maxwell
1997 Ken Waddell
1998-2001 Nelson Jackson
2002-2003 Co-chairs John Harapiuk and
Giselle Clements
2004-2006 Monty Simon
2007 Michelle Gerrard

The past twenty-five years has seen a change from a perdiem secretary/treasurer to a part-time office administrator,
then a full time office manager position with grant funding
from town council. The community coordinator position
within the town of Neepawa administration replaced the
office manager but worked for Chamber, Lily Festival, and
the Tourism Association. The Chamber Board was responsible for its own financial operations with the coordinator
as secretary and events manager. This was later eliminated
in 2003. Then the return to a part-time office manager in
2007 proved a good direction. Direction has shifted toward
self-sustainability with the selling of the tourist booth to
reduce expenses and refocus direction on member issues
and doing business versus tourism.
Chamber has been involved in many ways to promote
the community and support the businesses. The NEEPEX
trade show was revitalized after a ten-year hiatus and ran
successfully every other year from 1992 until 2005 with a
slight change to a Home and Garden Show in 2003/2005. It
was a very successful revenue generator for the organization. The Looney Lotto 50/50 draw was created to pay the
tourist booth mortgage and continued through to 1995 to
offset operational costs. As part of the annual Santa parade,
there was the creation of the “Rudolph Light’s the Way”
Christmas event with Moonlight Madness, a free movie
at the Roxy Theatre, a Christmas Cheques Program, a
residential Christmas Lighting contest and a Town-wide
Christmas Stocking Draw. The Santa parade later changed
to the Christmas Lights Parade with the free movie and the
lighting contest still running. The larger promotions such
as NEEPEX, Midnight Madness and the Christmas event
included a newspaper, radio and TV marketing package
for maximum exposure. Chamber partnered with Beautiful
Plains Agricultural Society to create an annual fair weekend event that brought midway rides to the downtown area
and a Midnight Madness shopping event on Friday evening
of the fair. This continued until 1994 then was dropped
with the introduction of the Lily Festival. In partnership
with NADCO and Community Futures, it introduced seminars/workshops on Be Your Own Boss, Fundraising for
Non-Profits, trade show booths and Manitoba Best/Super
host Program. This continued as an educational event
until 1996. The Chamber in 1994, hosted the Manitoba
Chamber of Commerce annual general meeting.
The organization has experienced many challenges
over the past several years from attracting members to fill
board requirements, of organization, to provide succession
planning to limited resources, to maintain existing projects
and creat new projects. With a strategic plan and focused
direction the Neepawa and District Chamber of Commerce
will continue well into the next several decades to better
the community of Neepawa and the surrounding area.
Past and Present Presidents:
1984 Christine Heywood

NEEPAWA and DISTRICT FINE ARTS
FESTIVAL
Submitted by Carolyn Durston
Prior to World War I, area artists had to travel throughout central Manitoba to participate in music and drama
festivals. The ninth annual Music Festival of CentralWestern Manitoba was held in Neepawa for the first
time in May 1939 at Knox Presbyterian Church. There
were 215 entries for the three-day event and festival tickets cost 50 cents for adults, 25 cents for children. Miss
Peggy Wemyss ( well known author Margaret Laurence)
received high praise for her violin selection and Israel
(Izzy) Asper (business tycoon) placed first in his piano
class. The festival classes in seven disciplines had entries
from Cameron School, Basswood, Eden, Elphinstone,
Brookdale, Onanole, Minnedosa and Neepawa. The festival disbanded after the 1940 event.
On Nov. 5, 1965, a public meeting attended by about
30 people was held to discuss forming a festival. The
first Neepawa Fine Arts Festival was held May 27-29,
1966 with 257 entries in Music, 69 in Speech Arts, and 4
in Folk Dancing. A crowd of 600 fought through heavy
snows to watch the final concert where ten trophies were
awarded.
In 1971, the name was changed to Neepawa and
District Fine Arts Festival to better reflect the involvement of the community at large. The festival encompasses
the RM’s of Lansdowne, Langford, Rosedale and North
Cypress, which include the communities of Brookdale,
Arden, Eden, Franklin, Bethany, Birnie, Riding Mountain,
and Neepawa.
From the start, the festival enjoyed the support of
Beautiful Plains School Division and generous private
donors have kept the festival financially solvent. In 1978,
the festival was registered as a charitable organization.
The festival grew to have 600 entries in seven disciplines
in the 1980’s and these numbers stayed fairly constant for
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shelters one of his two ambulances. His daughter-in-law
now lives in this home on a quiet Neepawa street.
The business, which requires constant availability by
emergency responders and covers an extensive area around
Neepawa, has been a financial struggle since Forsman first
took it over in 1975. He always topped up his income with
a second part-time job to make ends meet.
“There wasn’t enough money in the ambulance business for me to make a business and that’s the same problem
today,” he said.
Last year’s combination of a record-low number of
service calls and a significant drop in municipal funding
put Forsman $20,000 into debt.
“Last year was the worst year we ever had, that’s when
my decision had to be made,” Forsman said.
“I actually have to mortgage my home to pay off my
deficit.”
With this debt, he’ll retire June 30.
The ambulance service and its four full-time employees
will become the Assiniboine Regional Health Authority’s
responsibility after Forsman’s last day.
Chief executive officer Penny Sorensen said there
will be no change in service and the two ambulances will
operate out of Neepawa’s health centre until a permanent
location is found.
Ambulance service is funded by both the province and
user fees. These fees are reviewed annually and Sorensen
could not say if they will change in the future.
Forsman’s introduction to emergency response came
in an unlikely way. The young mechanic became close
friends with the late Doug White, who ran the local funeral
home after his own father passed away.
“The funeral homes got into (emergency response) not
by real choice but because they had vehicles – hearses –
and stretchers,” he said.
Forsman began assisting the Whites on emergency
calls and became knowledgeable in the ambulance service
of the day. It was from White, he said, that he learned
a high standard of professionalism and how to handle
people.
When White decided to get out of the ambulance business in 1975, Forsman quit his job as a sales manager and
took it over.
Lobbying the government for funding was a constant
and necessary business duty. Increased funding in 1989
helped, but within four years it ran out, he said.
And high employee wages have been needed to attract
paramedics.
“I have to love it or I wouldn’t be in it, to take all this
lobbying every year, having my business scrutinized with
a magnifying glass,” he said.
“There is a stigma attached to private business. People
don’t like the word private when you’re in this kind of

about 15 years. The festival has been fortunate to have
wonderful facilities in which to hold the sessions, including area churches and schools. At its height, the festival
had 300 committee members and workers. The festival is
also indebted to the many service clubs, lodges, community organizations and individuals who contribute towards
trophies and scholarships.
In June 1997, a six-foot, baby grand Kawaii piano
arrived at Knox Presbyterian Church. Funds were raised
by the festival to purchase the piano in tribute to Gladys
Hannah, a longtime area music teacher and festival
supporter.
In 2004, with declining entries and a depleting volunteer base, the committee decided to suspend operations for
one year. During this time, the festival was re-organized
to be encouraging to more students, more user friendly to
performers and parents, and easier to operate with fewer
volunteers. Reinstated in April 2005, the festival features
sequential programming, more awards at all levels and
simplified procedures for the committee. Entries have
grown each year and community support with finances
and awards continues to be strong. The future of this valuable performance and learning experience for our aspiring
artists is assured.

NEEPAWA & DISTRICT AMBULANCE
SERVICE LTD.
Courtesy of The Brandon Sun

“Neepawa Ambulance closure will be the end of an
era” as published in The Brandon Sun, Saturday, May 28,
2005 by Marcy Nicholson.
Neepawa – Love and dedication have kept Ron
Forsman’s business going for 30 years, but not even these
admirable qualities can keep the province’s last remaining
private ambulance service alive.
“It makes me somewhat proud to stick it out the
longest,” Forsman said.
He sat in his office yesterday behind the Neepawa home
in which he raised his four children, next to the garage that
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company. With a constitution, by-laws and a board of
directors, this new company had the mandate to provide
a transportation system for the area residents that required
a specialized vehicle. They were also registered as a charitable organization so that tax deductible receipts could be
issued for all donations.
Meanwhile, the van was being customized with the
required lift, and in early July, 1981, it was put into service.
The association decided to contract out the operation of the
system and Neepawa Ambulance Service (Ron Forsman)
was hired to manage all aspects of the service.
Also in late 1981, the Department of Highways and
Transportation established a program to provide transportation for mobility disadvantaged residents of rural communities. Neepawa was one of the first three communities
to join. The program had to be sponsored by at least one
town or rural municipality and could qualify for funding
by meeting the criteria established by the department.
The Town of Neepawa and RM’s of Langford,
Lansdowne and Rosedale all became sponsors and have
maintained that sponsorship to the present time. The province provided a start-up grant, a capital grant and more
importantly they also established an annual operating
grant. Their support was 37 ½ % of all approved expenditures to a maximum of $20,000 for communities using one
vehicle or $30,000 for those using two or more vehicles.
Neepawa has received the maximum $30,000 per year for
the last several years. The program that started with three
communities in 1981, now has sixty-five receiving funding
for their respective operations.
It quickly became evident that Neepawa needed two
vehicles. We could keep one vehicle in the Neepawa area
from Monday to Friday to serve the many daily appointments and still provide transportation to places such as
Minnedosa, Brandon and Winnipeg for medical visits. A
second vehicle was purchased in 1985 and the association
has maintained two vehicles from then until the present.
The association has been contracting out the total
daily operation; including hiring drivers, maintaining a
dispatch system, collecting fees, servicing vehicles, and
doing secretarial work from 1981 to the present. Neepawa
Ambulance Service (Ron Forsman) was our contractor from
July 1981 to March 2003, Reidle and Smith Enterprises
(Gary Reidle, Terry Smith) from April 2003 to March
2006, and Reidle Enterprises (Gary Reidle) from April
2006 to the present time.
Over the years all the trips have been recorded along
with the reason for the trip (work, school, medical, adult
day care, business, recreation, visiting). The number of
passenger trips (one person-one trip) increased from 519
in the first year to an all time high of 11,198 in 1996. Of
those trips in 1996, 3,104 (28%) were for medical reasons.
A medical trip could vary from two or three blocks in
Neepawa to 200 kilometers to Winnipeg for diagnostic

business. People think you’re reaping taxpayer’s dollars
and that’s not true.”
But for Forsman, the ambulance service is a family
business, and two of his sons and one daughter-in-law have
worked as paramedics.
“For a number of years there were no holidays for my
family,” he said.
“Your family really suffers with a job like this. I’ve
carried this pager for 30 years.”
Joy Macsymic has worked for Forsman as a paramedic
since 1989, and has always felt more like a part of the
family than an employee.
“He wanted us trained to the maximum we could be
trained. He never held back on equipment,” Macsymic
said.
But the business comes with emotional strain after
difficult emergencies and Forsman has never forgotten
this.
“It’s not unusual for him to call me up at night and
ask if I’m OK,” she said.

NEEPAWA AND DISTRICT HANDY VAN
Submitted by Cecil Cox

The old and the new.
In January 1981, the Winnipeg Lions Telethon awarded
the Neepawa Lions Club a new Dodge van on condition
that they equip it with a hydraulic wheelchair lift and put
it into service in the Neepawa area.
Not wanting to own the vehicle or operate the service,
the Neepawa Lions spear-headed the establishment of a
community organization to provide the needed service. On
Feb. 25, 1981, the Neepawa and District Disabled Persons
Association was incorporated as a non-profit Manitoba
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tary service organization in the world. Currently, there are
more than 100,000 members in over 101 countries and
geographical locations. 2007s motto is “Show That You
Care through Friendship and Service”.
The social project of 2006/2009 is the United Nations
International Children’s Education Fund Education
Program for Girls (UNICEF); when girls receive an education, especially in developing countries, the whole family
and ultimately the world benefit.
Neepawa Club was organized in March and received
its charter in June of 1956. There are four charter members
still living: one, Agnes McDougall who remains active in
our club. We now have one other 50-year member, Marlyne
Hargreaves.
For many years, Neepawa IW has supported a child
through Foster Parents Plan; our current child is a boy from
Tanzania. Since East View Lodge opened, 40 years ago,
we have visited the residents. Two of our members visit
monthly taking carnations to those having birthdays in that
month. In September, for the past 25 years, Neepawa IW
has hosted the annual Rotary exchange students weekend.
At this time, all the Rotary exchange students in district
5550 come to Neepawa for an orientation meeting. They
meet the other students from all over the world; have a
weekend full of fun and fellowship, then go back to their
host families in the various cities and towns. Friendships
made on this weekend often last a lifetime.

testing. From 1996 to 2007 the number of trips per year
has varied between eight and ten thousand.
The purchase of a bus type vehicle at the end of 2005
has increased considerably the group usage of our service.
The bus can accommodate up to 16 seated passengers and
up to six wheelchairs with reduced seating. Recreational
trips have become the major usage over the last two
years.
The Neepawa area has been without a taxi about half
of the time that we have been in operation. A transportation
disadvantaged resident is one that does not have access to
a public service vehicle as well as one requiring a specialized vehicle. The provincial program makes allowances for
greater usage by all residents when this occurs.
As a charitable organization, we have received financial assistance from numerous organizations, businesses
and individuals. This support was especially appreciated whenever it was necessary to replace a vehicle. The
cost of customized vehicles has increased dramatically
over the years we have operated. Two organizations that
have supported us on an annual basis for a number of
years, are Neepawa and District United Way and Home
Assistance Neepawa District (HAND). Their support has
been sincerely appreciated.
As mentioned earlier, the association has a board of
directors who are either appointed or elected annually at
the annual meeting in April of each year. Appointed directors are from – each of the four municipalities, health
facilities such as Neepawa Memorial Hospital and East
View Lodge, the Lions Club, HAND, and senior’s housing
such as Elks and Yellowhead Manor. Interested residents
can be elected at the annual meeting. Actually, every adult
resident of the four sponsoring municipalities is a member
of the association and is entitled to attend and vote at the
annual meeting.
The association has maintained three goals over the
time that they have been in operation. They are: (1) to
provide all mobility disadvantaged residents of the areas
with reasonably priced transportation throughout the week,
(2) to assist area residents in their endeavours to maintain
their independence, (3) to enhance the “quality of life”
of area residents especially seniors, by enabling them to
participate in a greater variety of community events.
If success is measured by participation, then the
184,000 plus passenger-trips over the past twenty-six years
tell the whole story.

Back Row L to R: Doreen Mauthe, Marie Huxley,
Bev Finlayson, Marg Wopnford, Susan Fleck,
Judy Boychuk, Judy Watson, Pat Traill
Middle Row: Joan McGillivray, Borga Jacobson,
Agnes McDougall, Margaret Bell, Marlyne Hargreaves,
Dorothy Hermiston, Marion Ishenberg
Front Row: Wilma Gill, Mary Ellen Clark,
Pat Middlemass, Myra Bennet, Sharon Scrupa,
Arline Guinn

NEEPAWA INNER WHEEL CLUB
Submitted by Judy Boychuk

Each year Neepawa IW sends an elementary student to
Camp Wannacumbac at Clear Lake; we assist the Rotarians
with their annual T.V. auction; we donate to the Neepawa
Fine Arts Festival, and are currently raising more toward
a project for the new personal care home.

Inner Wheel is an International Organization, for
the wives, widows, daughters and sisters of Rotarians.
International Inner Wheel is the largest women’s volun59

early days provided a location for many people to have
their pictures taken.
This building was considered at one time one of the
more spacious and “best-appointed” buildings in the Land
Titles system providing some 3,800 square feet of space of
which 1,750 square feet is vault and storage area. There are
two fireproof storage vaults on the main floor for storage
of current documents and titles. The basement also has
two fireproof rooms both of which are used for documents.
Accumulation of thousands of documents throughout the
years once caused a serious storage problem that we no
longer have today due to legislation and the continuation
of the microfilm program. The interior was arranged into
offices for the District Registrar and staff; it was finished
with a pressed metal ceiling and elaborate woodwork. The
public waiting area originally featured a skylight that no
longer exists today.
In the early days of land settlement, this part of
Manitoba was divided into small districts each with a land
registration office where people could register their Crown
Grants; and as time went by, the changes of ownership
and all other documents pertaining to land holdings. A
Crown Grant is a document issued by the Crown as the
first title to land. Before a Crown Grant could be issued to
a homesteader the Dominion Lands Act required that each
homesteader provide proof the land had been improved.
If after three years he had complied with the stipulated
requirements, he was issued a Crown Grant to the quarter
section.
Neepawa and surrounding area was known as Beautiful
Plains, and it is reported that the registration office was
first located in the County Court building until our current
building was constructed. Other similar districts included
Russell, Shoal Lake, Minnedosa and part of Westbourne.
These smaller divisions were amalgamated into a very
large district known as the Neepawa Land Titles District.
The southern part of the district was bounded on the south
by Township 12, on the North by Township 45, on the
West by the Saskatchewan boundary, and on the East by
Range 12, all of which lie West of the Principal Meridian.
The northern portion consisted of all portions of Manitoba
lying North of Township 44 and extending to the Arctic
Ocean.
As settlements in the Roblin, Dauphin, and Swan River
areas developed, it was deemed necessary that a Land
Titles District Office be built in Dauphin. The portion taken
from Neepawa to create this district in 1912 (7 years later)
covered approximately the area north of Riding Mountain
Park and south of Township 45.
For many years our office was considered the largest in
area and second only to Winnipeg in volume and fees. The
number of Land Titles districts has also changed over the
years as there used to be as many as nine offices: Winnipeg,
Portage, Brandon, Morden, Neepawa, Boissevain, Carman,

District 5550’s fall meeting is called “Fun and
Friendship”. Neepawa Club hosted this event in 2006. There
are currently eight clubs in our district, with approximately
185 members. Pat Traill is the National Representative for
2007/2008. A spring meeting is also held yearly.
Each member has a “Secret Pal” within our club with
whom we exchange greeting cards during the year. It’s
fun to try to guess who it might be before our December
meeting when all are revealed.

NEEPAWA LAND TITLES OFFICE
Submitted by Mallorie Harper

1905

2005
The Neepawa Land Titles Office is a large, red brick
building located at 329 Hamilton Street. Stone medallions
above the main entrance reveal the building’s construction date of 1905. Provincial architect Samuel Hooper
designed this neo-classical style building; he was an architect and builder easily at the head of his profession. Some
other buildings of interest accredited to him include the
Winnipeg Law Courts, Brandon and Minnedosa Court
Houses, St. Mary’s Academy, Winnipeg Land Titles,
Winnipeg’s Carnegie Library, the Portage jail and many of
the University of Manitoba buildings such as Tache Hall.
The contractor for our building was Fussee & McFeetors;
it was built at a cost of $15,000.
The front entrance is arched with limestone, as are
the steps, windowsills, and foundation. The Romanesque
inspired archway is one of the main attractions, and in the
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In 2005 there was a Plaque Unveiling event during
Lily Festival to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of
the Land Titles. Pat Traill chaired the event, with our
District Registrar, Elizabeth Sims giving a brief history
of the office. Dignitaries that brought greetings included
our Registrar General, Rick Wilson; Attorney General,
Minister of Justice, the Hon. Gord MacIntosh; MLA, Mr.
Glen Cummings; Mayor Bob Durston; and President of
the Chamber of Commerce, Monty Simon. We had many
people attend the event, which was followed by cake and
coffee along with a tour of the building.

Dauphin, Shoal Lake and Virden. Carman Land Titles has
since moved to Morden; Boissevain Land Titles has since
moved to Brandon; and in 1985, the Northern part of our
district moved to Portage la Prairie. The six districts in
operation now are Winnipeg, Brandon, Portage la Prairie,
Morden, Neepawa and Dauphin.
In 1980 tragedy hit the Neepawa Land Titles office: it
was broken into and fires were set in five different places.
Thanks to our caretaker at the time, Russell Craig, who
came to work early that Saturday morning, was able to call
in help immediately keeping the damage to a minimum. In
the basement, apparently two of the five fires had burned
and smoldered for several hours resulting, thankfully, in
only a limited number of destroyed documents. The majority of the damage was from smoke and water and the smell
lasted for several months afterwards.
Over the years, there have been many changes in the
format of a Land Title. In the beginning all titles were
approximately 14” by 17” in size, included the District
Registrar’s red seal, and were written by hand. It wasn’t
until 1961 (approx. 75 years later) that titles were no longer
handwritten thanks to the advent of the typewriter. In 1989
the size changed to 14” by 8 ½” and instead of the red seal,
the green Manitoba buffalo emblem graced the document.
And today, since 1999, we have been computerized with
all new titles entered into an electronic system.

NEEPAWA LIONS CLUB
The year 2008 will mark the 70th anniversary of the
founding of the Neepawa Lions Club which received its
charter from Lions International on Nov. 5, 1938 at a
ceremony in the former Masonic Temple on Hamilton
Street. The club was sponsored by the Portage la Prairie
Lions Club and the charter was presented to the club’s first
president, George A. Howden by District Governor C.G.
Carter, of Winnipeg. The twenty charter members included
George Howden, Ed McMillan, L.A. Walton, R.B. Harris,
F. Hole, R.E. Churchill, M. Coutts, Dr. G. I. Creasy, G.S.
Blackwell, F.A. Wilcox, A.E. Cranston, J. English, A.E.
Morrish, P. Murray, G.E. Fryer, P. Cheetham, F. Rawlings,
Dr. W.A.Howden, H. Peterson, and W. Kellington.
The first Lions Club was formed by Melvin Jones and
associates in 1917 in the United States. Today, there are
more than 1.3 million members in more than 120 countries
throughout the world. A major project entitled “Campaign
Sightfirst” provides cataract surgery and assistance to visually impaired for millions of people in third world countries throughout the world. Lions also provide guide dogs
for the blind in the United States and Canada. Assistance in
times of disaster is provided by Lions members wherever
the need is perceived.
Here in Neepawa, where affluence makes poverty and
suffering a rarity, the Lions Club has provided a different
kind of service. One of the most visible projects was the
establishment of Lions Riverbend Park in 1954. Although
the club has turned over operation of the park to the Town
of Neepawa, members continue to support it financially
providing washrooms, upgrading camping facilities, playground equipment and maintaining the heritage Stoney
Creek Schoolhouse, which is available for family reunions
and a meeting place for Lions during spring and fall
months. Other projects benefiting from Lions support were
the first swimming pool at the park, artificial ice plant for
the Yellowhead Arena, purchase of the first Handivan, the
building of a nursery school on Davidson Street, donations
to the golf and curling clubs for facility improvements,
plus continued support for minor sports clubs, scholarships and awards and the band program for Neepawa Area

The Plaque was made and installed by Provost Signs,
Neepawa
L to R: Mallorie Harper, Lisa Misanchuk,
Elizabeth Sims, Rick Wilson, Sharon DeKoning,
Cathy McGrath and Marj McLeod
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home and business owners to display indicating the significance of heritage buildings and to educate the public on
the great history of the town. Every year brochures are
placed in the restaurants, motels and businesses. Large
picture displays of heritage buildings are on display in
the Neepawa Public Library and other public buildings.
This committee has participated in discussions with local
groups about designations – for example the Roxy Theatre.
The Land Titles building celebrated its 100th Anniversary
in 2005 and the committee helped organize the unveiling of
a plaque to mark this special date for a special building in
the community. The Heritage Committee has participated
in the Heritage Fair which has been held for two years.
For the 125 Celebrations, the Heritage Committee
plans to place a plaque on the fountain at the County
Courthouse grounds to give recognition to the early citizens who valued the beauty of the town and who added
objects such as the fountain to enhance the landscaping
of the Beautiful Plains Courthouse grounds.
In February, 2006, Neepawa Municipal Heritage
Advisory Committee was instrumental in calling together
the heritage committees of the Beautiful Plains area as
well as other interested citizens, who jointly decided that
a new history book should be published for the 125th
Anniversary of the area in 2008. It is with pride that we
see this project brought to fruition.

Collegiate Institute. The club’s annual budget includes
assistance to many local organizations. For the past several
years the Neepawa Lions Club has sponsored Canada Day
celebrations at Riverbend Park, along with support from
local and federal governments and other service organizations, with flag ceremonies, entertainment, activities for
children and a fireworks display.
Over the years, the members have utilized many different methods of fundraising. In the 1940s the club held a
three day “Country Fair” each October in the old arena
on Brown Avenue. In the 1950s and 1960s large-scale
bingos were held in the arena offering brand new automobiles as the major prize and attracting as many as 3,500
players. The advent of government lotteries spelled the
demise of these bingos and an attempt to continue them
in the Yellowhead Arena during the early 1970s barely
earned enough to cover expenses. The club then got into
the lottery business themselves, acting as agent for the
government and this provided as much as $40,000 a year
until the government took that away from the club and
other means had to be found to raise money.
Bingo continues to provide the major share of revenue
for the club, but now it takes the form of television bingo,
broadcast each Tuesday evening from the studio of Access
12 TV channel. Other fundraisers include an annual sale
of peanuts in October, sports pools on the World Series,
Grey Cup and Stanley Cup series.
As the Neepawa Lions Club members prepare to celebrate their 70th anniversary in 2008, they look forward
to continuing their service to the community, helping to
keep Neepawa as one of the premier towns in Manitoba
in which to live.

THE NEEPAWA PUBLIC LIBRARY
Submitted by Betty Chisholm
The Neepawa history book of 1883 to 1983, as written
by Mildred Musgrove, outlined the steps that were taken
to bring about the birth of our library. It concluded with
the town providing refuge in the vacant telephone building
on Hamilton Street. This was satisfactory for several years
until costly repairs were needed to replace the roof, and fix
the leaky windows. The minutes of 1992, hint that perhaps
it would be more cost efficient to build a new library. Jean
Forsman, the librarian at this time, suggested that a questionnaire be circulated around town as to where this new
library should be built. Davidson Street won out!
A Community Places grant of $50,000 and a grant
of $20,000 from the Thomas Sill Foundation were made
to the Town of Neepawa to be used in the building of a
new library. In 1994, library board members Bill Stilwell,
Linda Hart, Jean Forsman and Kathy Thornbourgh of the
Western Manitoba Regional Library, were on the committee to meet with the town councilors and the architect, to
formulate plans. In the summer of 1995, the construction
of the new library was approved and it was up and running
in December of that year.
The gala opening was held on May 17, 1996 at 1:30
p.m. in the new library. Mayor Roy McGillivray and

NEEPAWA MUNICIPAL HERITAGE
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Submitted by Pat Traill
The Neepawa Municipal Heritage Advisory Committee
came into existence in 2000 when the Neepawa Municipal
Council passed a by-law which allowed for the set up of
a volunteer board to operate on behalf of the Council,
to make recommendations to them and the community
on matters concerning the preservation and protection of
residential and business structures, natural history and the
history of its people and their culture.
This committee has promoted and completed many
projects in the interest of Neepawa. One of the first projects
was to recommend to Council that the “Castle”, otherwise
known as the Davidson/Guinn home at 344 Main Street,
be given a municipal designation because of its architectural and historic value. For a few years, the Heritage
committee ran heritage tours for the tour buses that brought
people to the Lily Festival. Signage has been given to
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MLA Glen Cummings were guest speakers and Mildred
Musgrove and Margaret Smith held the ribbon while the
mayor made the ceremonial cut. Cookies, dainties, tea,
coffee and juice were provided for the guests. The board
members at this time who sacrificed their time and effort
for this occasion were: Beth Montgomery, Pat Traill,
Brenda Ellis, Bill Stilwell, Jean Forsman, Garth Neel,
Linda Hart, Dorothy Kilburn and Richard Hanke.
The new library is bright and airy. It has a children’s
section for story time, a computer area and a multi-purpose
room that can be rented to the public for special meetings.
In 1999, after many years of devoted service, librarian
Jean Forsman retired. Linda Giannotti was hired as the
new librarian. Linda was instrumental in the success of
the Community Access Program (CAP), which introduced
the internet and its services to area residents. She retired
from the library in 2007 but will always be remembered
for her cheery greetings to patrons and her willingness to
offer help in finding a book.

Neepawa Rotary Club Charter Night
District Governor Dick Mayson, Charter President
George Mackidd
Past Presidents:
1951 George Mackidd
1953 A. McLean
1955 A. McKenzie
1957 W. Greenhalgh
1959 W. Houston/
G. Children
1961 Cliff Nicholson
1963 C. Astley
1965 L. Atkins
1967 Lawrence Hargreaves
1969 Roy McGillivray
1971 Allan Lytle
1973 D. George
1975 Elmer Wiebe
1977 Homer Gill
1979 Frank Chappel
1981 B. Jacobsen
1983 Aaron Berg
1985 Bob Durston
1987 Hartley Wilson
1989 Ken Hermiston
1991 Ivan Traill
1993 Greg Fleck
1995 Bob Durston
1997 Wayne Jacobsen
1999 Dave Bennet
2001 Arthur Platt
2003 Terry Volden
2005 Murray Newton
2007 Leonard Boychuk

As of April, 2007, the present board consists of
Don Walmsley, Bill Stilwell, Betty Chisholm, Eleanor
Cochrane, Gerond Davidson, Karen Wilson, Gerri Nelson
and our new librarian Dawn Hones-Shaw.
The future of the new Neepawa Public Library looks
as bright and cheerful as the library itself.

1952 Jack Thomas
1954 D. Anderson
1956 F. Alguire
1958 Angus McDougall
1960 W. Hares
1962 John Kerr
1964 R. Turner
1966 R. Robinson
1968 Bill Guinn
1970 Jack Huxley
1972 Ivan Traill
1974 J. Barker
1976 Harold Ishenberg
1978 Sid Lachter/
Frank Chappel
1980 Harry Connerton
1982 Lloyd Sirett
1984 Herb Osmond
1986 Jim Deveson
1988 Vipen Patel
1990 Arnold Christmann
1992 Don Chubey
1994 Elwood Clark
1996 Dave McIntosh
1998 Bob Finlayson
2000 Richard Knechtel
2002 Steve Scrupa
2004 Richard Knechtel
2006 John Forke

Initial efforts to form a Neepawa Rotary Club began
on Feb. 14, 1951 during a meeting at Neepawa’s Royal
Café. Twenty business and professional men gathered at
the luncheon meeting with members from the Minnedosa
Club to discuss forming a Neepawa Rotary Club. At this
meeting, it was proposed by Bill Guinn and seconded by
Jack Thomas that Neepawa Rotary Club be organized and
apply for a charter.

NEEPAWA ROTARY CLUB – District 5550
Submitted by Roy McGillivray
Charter Day April 6, 1951
District Governor Dick Mayson
Charter President George Mackidd
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RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Assembly), a week long
camp devoted to helping develop leadership skills.
The well known Rotary youth program has been the
one year exchange program. A student is selected by our
club to live in another country with host families for a year.
Students attend school, learn a new culture and experience
life in another country. In return a student from another
country is hosted by our Rotary Club to live in our community for one year. We have been involved continuously in
this program since 1978.
Short term exchange programs are also available
through Rotary. International students have been selected
periodically to take part in this program. From time to
time, we have funded special projects in the schools in
Neepawa. The Peer Helpers Program at Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute is partially funded through an annual
donation from Rotary. To mark Rotary’s 100 Anniversary
in 2005, books were purchased for the Early Literacy
Program at Hazel M. Kellington School. Rotary members
read to pre-school children once a week at the library. As
well as youth exchange programs, the Neepawa Club has
participated in adult Group Study Exchange programs with
other countries.
Neepawa Rotary has supported many international
projects over the years, some by the club only, some shared
with other clubs in the district or with Rotary International.
These include the Polio Plus fund, a program to eliminate
polio in the world; a standby pump for World Mission
hospital in Nepal.
In the mid 1980s, it was brought to the attention of
the club members that if we wanted to do a small project in a third world country the Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA) would provide half the cost
as well as the cost of shipping any equipment to that country. One of the club members had lived and worked in
Ghana, West Africa and was acquainted with personnel at
an Anglican Mission located in the city of Bolgatanga. He
was aware that they were in need of a vehicle to transport
food and other supplies to outlying villages. On hearing
of this need, it was decided by the club, that a Toyota Van
would be purchased and delivered to the Mission. This was
arranged and carried out through Wardrop Engineering,
who were working in the area and by CIDA. Some ten
years later, the club learned that the vehicle was still operable and in steady use by the mission people in Bolgatanga,
Ghana, West Africa.
In 1989, the club was involved in sending two Toyota
Four Runners and three sets of video equipment to Belize.
The Toyotas were used for District Medical Personnel
outposts.
In 1993, four Rotarians went to Cedar Rapids, Iowa
to help repair basements after the flood. The largest
International Project in which the Neepawa club was
involved was in providing walkers, wheel chairs, ceiling

The first regular weekly luncheon meeting was held
Mar. 9, 1951. Minnedosa was the sponsoring club and on
Apr. 6, 1951 Neepawa Rotary Club received its charter.
Bill Guinn and Jack Thomas were the last active charter members of the Neepawa Club. Both passed away in
2005.
In 1951, there were 7,233 Rotary Clubs in 83 countries
with a membership of 344,000. In 2007, Rotary is a world
wide organization of business and professional leaders
that provide humanitarian service, encourage high ethical
standards in all vocations and help build goodwill and
peace in the world. Approximately 1.2 million Rotarians
belong to more than 32,000 clubs in 200 countries and
geographical areas.
The Rotary Club of Winnipeg was the first International
Club in 1910.
Community Projects and Club Service
One of the first major Rotary projects was the development of Rotary Park in 1958. Recently the park was
upgraded with a new picnic shelter, enviro toilet, two bird
watching platforms and a walking trail. As a millennium
project, a large contribution was made in two stages to the
development of a bird sanctuary.
In the 1980s the club was involved in a baby car seat
program.
A “Farmer’s Night” was held annually in which a
farmer was the guest of a Rotarian at a dinner. These
dinners were held in different communities in the area.
The Robbie Burns night hosted by the club was a
popular event.
Rotary was also involved in support for the Yellowhead
Centre, the tennis courts, batting machines, fencing for
baseball diamonds, washrooms at the fair grounds and
long term assistance to minor sports. Other local projects
include a donation in 1982 to Kinsmen Kourts for equipment, books for the Library and assisting in the Red Shield
Campaign.
For many years Rotarians have been active in delivering Meals on Wheels.
Rotarians assist with the Salvation Army Christmas
kettle and are currently involved in fund raising for the
new personal care home.
Youth Programs
Sponsorship and support of youth programs has always
been a cornerstone of the Neepawa Rotary Club. In early
years, two students were sponsored each year to attend the
Model United Nations in Winnipeg. The Adventures in
Citizenship program has been running in Ottawa for over
thirty years, with a student being sponsored most years.
We also sponsor students to Adventures in Agriculture
in Regina and Adventures in Technology in Saskatoon.
Each summer, potential youth leaders are selected to attend
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that time, the Roxy has thrived as an important part of the
community.

fans, medical diagnostic equipment and water fountains for
seniors at the Santa Rosa Nursing Home in Los Mochis,
Mexico. The project was done in 2002 and three Rotarians
have visited the home since then. In recognition of this
project, the Neepawa Club was presented with the W.C.S.
award by District 5550.
The club sent an electronic microscope to Mukinge
Hospital, Kasempa, Zambia at an approx. cost of $4,800.
The club has shared in a large hospital school project in
Montevideo, Uruguay.
Fundraisers
The longest running fundraiser of the club started in
the mid 1950s. This was an auction held every fall consisting of donations of surplus items from the community.
This continued until 2000. In 2001 the club went to T.V.
Auction with new items donated by the business community and individuals.
In earlier years, a weekly 200 Club draw was held and
later raised to a 250 Club draw.
In 1970, the club ran the first Neepawa Lottery with the
profit going to the Yellowhead Hall. Also, picking and selling corn on the cob, picking and selling potatoes, cutting
and selling Christmas trees were fundraising activities.
Over the years, the club sold tickets on football, baseball
and hockey pools for final games.
Since the beginning of the annual Lily Festival in
Neepawa, Rotarians have hosted a pancake breakfast with
the proceeds going to the festival.
Tony Otten, a dedicated Rotary Club member, left a
generous bequest in his will to the Neepawa Rotary Club.
The interest from this bequest was to be, and is, used each
year for a Paul Harris Fellowship for Rotary member, Inner
Wheel member or a member of the community who volunteers in the community. An awards night is held each year
to present a Paul Harris Fellowship to honor the bequest.
This history was made possible by the contributions
of many Rotarians, past and present.

By no means is the Roxy Theatre merely a movie
theatre. It has served as a comfortable space for the following groups and activities where it has been rented for its
seating and stage facility: The Kaleidoscope Concert Series
committee has rented the Roxy facility twenty five times
in the last five years, for its variety of cultural presentations; The Neepawa Collegiate has held its annual major
productions for the past fifteen years; Viscount Cultural
Council and the Manitoba Holiday Festival of the Arts
have provided the facility up to fifteen times for Children’s
Theatre, speakers and talent shows; The Neepawa Chamber
of Commerce has had Christmas matinees in the past years,
as well as several town hall meetings; Neepawa Whitemud
Comedy Club has used the facility for their productions;
religious presentations resulted in some rentals; and Hazel
M. Kellington School has begun to make use of the facility
for its musical productions. These are not all the uses to
which the community facility has been placed, but they
are sufficient to show the diversity of activities as well as
some of the needs, which the Roxy Theatre as a facility
fulfills, including theatre, choirs, small ensembles and solo
performers.
Since its beginnings, the Roxy Theatre group has
included over 1000 volunteers in the organizing, building, rebuilding, designing, cleaning, painting, maintenance
and everyday operation. Indeed the total success of the
Roxy venture has rested firmly in the hands of its willing
volunteers.

NEEPAWA ROXY THEATRE
Submitted by Marilyn and Dean Dietrich
The Roxy Theatre plays a large part in the lives of
many in Neepawa and area today. The theatre is only able
to play this role because of its transformation in 1988
from an ill attended, poorly kept, private enterprise into a
community based, volunteer run, profitable, cultural and
recreational facility.
The Roxy Theatre, built at the turn of the century, in
early 1988 was a little frequented, dilapidated and dubious establishment, when a meeting of community parents
cited it as having possibilities for a recreational source for
young people in and around the Town of Neepawa. Since

NEEPAWA ROYAL PURPLE LODGE #207
Submitted by Marg Kaspick
The Neepawa Royal Purple continued to meet on
the first and third Thursday of each month in the Legion
Hall.
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NEEPAWA SALVATION ARMY

During the past 23 years, the following served as
Honoured Royal Lady: Donna Schmall, Florence Bates,
Gladys Buchanan, Jean Nelson, Marilyn Stanger, Norma
Glandfield, Marg Kaspick, Joan Yerex, Doreen Sage,
Morrie Orr, Muriel Taylor, Joan Kitson, Dolores Strohman,
Bernice Nelson and Mary Murray.
Norma Glandfield served as District Deputy of District
#5 for three terms. Also of note is that Florence Bates, the
only remaining active Charter Member, had 43 years of
perfect attendance, and Aleta Strohman, 39 years.
As a charitable organization, the Lodge continued to
support community projects, the youth of the area, and
the Elks and Royal Purple Fund for Children. The Royal
Purple also made a sizeable donation to assist in the
furnishings of the Elks Manor.
With a declining membership, the decision was made
to officially close the Neepawa Royal Purple Lodge #207
on Apr. 21, 2005.
At the time of closure the following ladies were
members: F. Bates, M. Burton, H. Duncan, V. Fraser, N.
Glandfield, J. Hart, M. Kaspick, H. Kilburn, J. Kitson, E.
Macks, M. Murray, B. Nelson, J. Nelson, D. O’Donnell,
E. Owen, D. Robertson, D. Schmall, A. Strohman, D.
Strohman, M. Taylor, E. Whelpton, and J. Yerex.
All remaining funds were donated to the new
Personal Care Home, and the Beautiful Plains Community
Foundation.

Submitted by Darla Bradley, Community Service Worker

NEEPAWA/BRANDON CORPS MISSION
STATEMENT
The Brandon Citadel Corps is a church, offering
worship and service opportunities for the whole family.
Our corps’ commitments:
To celebrate: Celebrating in worship the joy of
following Christ as Savior and Lord of our Lives.
To communicate: Communicating through this Body of
Christ the gospel message of God’s love for the whole
world.
To care: Caring for the needs of the world, this
community, and our congregation through prayer and
practical assistance.

A FOND FAREWELL
It was not easy, but life’s like that
We talked and planned and talked some more.
How could we survive, and still be proud.
Our lodge had such pride in our Principles of,
JUSTICE, CHARITY, LOVE and FIDELITY,
and in performing our ritualistic work
to its very, very best.
Of course, Age has played a very big part
in the decision we made to close our lodge,
as well as declining membership.
The remaining membership has been recycled
many times as well.
We will continue as individuals to work as
volunteers in our community to make
LIFE SWEETER and the WORLD A BETTER PLACE.
On Thursday, April 21, 2005 we closed our lodge,
with a tearful
GOOD BYE
Composed and contributed
By
Muriel Taylor

Old Salvation Army building
The arrival of the North West Brigade, Staff-Captain
Young and five other officers at the railway station in
Winnipeg on Dec. 12, 1886, heralded the start of the
“Army” work in western Canada and the northern United
States. The Neepawa Corps was opened Mar. 20, 1887 by
Capt. James Desson, the first officer. Over 120 years, the
Salvation Army has been in Neepawa meeting whatever
needs were encountered in the community.
In 1995, the Salvation Army opened the Sally Anne
Country Boutique. It started with one worker and quite
a few volunteers. It opened for 3 days a week and presently has expanded to 5 days with 2 full time employees. Merchandise includes clothing, bedding, furniture,
antiques, etc. The store tries very hard in making it an
interesting place for shoppers by having such things as a
country decorated atmosphere along with friendly service.
When the store first opened it had to do extensive remodelling as it was the Salvation Army church. The store has a
Community Extension Board which helps with decisions
and ideas in promoting the community needs.
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handing out seed packets for a donation. We also participate in an annual ticket raffle within Manitoba.
Each year U.C.T. has a number of social events such as
pot-luck suppers, BBQ, Christmas bowling party, curling
bonspiels and golf tournaments. As well we hold monthly
regular meetings including supper. For many years, we
held our monthly supper meetings at Touchwood Park
Activities Centre but for the past few years our “home” has
been the I.O.O.F. Hall with the Oddfellows and Rebekahs
catering.
Persons who have received their Past Counselor’s
honors are Fred deBruin, Howard Penno, Don and Pat
Chubey, Maureen and Bob Benson, Gary Reidle, Norma
Reid, Gerald Buchanan, Darlene and Warren Gillies, Betty
Bold, Judy Roe, Darla Bradley, and Carole Drader.
At this present time, our membership is approximately 150 with members living in British Columbia,
Saskatchewan and Winnipeg but mostly in the Neepawa
area. U.C.T. members are interested community people
who continue to volunteer for many events. U.C.T.
membership is open to men and women ages 18 and up
who are interested in any of the activities. Members receive
hotel and gas discounts. Insurance coverage is optional to
any member and some members have received substantial
benefits from minimal premiums.

Darla Bradley (centre) and two World Youth Volunteers
in front of the Neepawa Salvation Army Store.
A food bank is provided 2 days a week for people in
need. At Christmas, over 100 hampers are provided for
needy families. A community run kitchen teaches young
mothers the importance of nutrition, how to prepare food
and budgeting. A school breakfast/lunch program is also
run for children in need.

NEEPAWA UNITED COMMERCIAL
TRAVELERS COUNCIL NO. 924
Submitted by Darlene Gillies
A new organization for Neepawa was formed in 1991
with United Commercial Travelers instituting Council
No. 924 sponsored by Brandon Council No. 448. United
Commercial Travelers is more commonly known as
“U.C.T.” It is a fraternal benefits society dedicated to
“People Helping People”. Our goals are to improve fellowship, to discover the best in ourselves and others, and to
derive satisfaction from helping others. U.C.T. was formed
in 1888 in Columbus, Ohio, United States by a group of
travelling salesmen. It is a North American organization
with three levels of government, local, regional (Grand)
and all of America (U.S. and Canada) called Supreme.
Head office is in Columbus, Ohio with the Canadian office
in Calgary, AB.
Our Council projects are helping persons with intellectual disabilities, youth, cancer, safety and community
activities. Projects we have supported since 1991 are
Touchwood Park activities, Special Olympics, furnished
a chemo treatment room at the Neepawa hospital, Neepawa
Natives safety cards with safety tips on the back, safety
poster contests, minor hockey, baseball, soccer, Junior
Rifle Club, two blood donor clinics a year, Beautiful Plains
Agricultural Society, 4-H programs, “Join Hands Day”,
$10,000 pledge to the new personal care home, junior golf
and junior curling.
To fund all these programs, we have sold many tickets,
had a bingo, catered to social events, auction sales and
weddings, sponsored “Country Blend” dinner and concert
several times, snowmobile trail rides and an annual tag day

OSBORNE HOME HOUSING
Submitted by Evelyn McConnell, Secretary
In 1972, the Manitoba Health Services Commission
took over the funding of Osborne Home due to government increased health care regulations and inflated costs.
It had been operated as a personal care home since that
time. The United Church of Canada was still the owner of
the building, property and contents at that time.
In 1975, the Canadian Union of Public Employees
made their debut into the labor scene at the home.
In May, 1982, after due consideration by the board,
officials of the Manitoba Conference United Church and
Manitoba Health Services Commission, it was decided to
have the home phased out, mainly due to pressures put by
the Manitoba Fire Commission office for upgrading of the
facility to meet with the fire code.
Following the official closing of Osborne Home in
1985, the Osborne Home Housing Committee was organized to continue the operation of the Murray, Drysdale
and Bourke Street residences and to provide affordable
housing for seniors. There are 12 double suites and 6 single
units and are all occupied.
Jim McMurray was hired as manager/caretaker and
continued in this position until 1998. Ken Harper was
appointed as chairperson which he held for several years.
Muriel Taylor accepted the position following Ken’s
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Training has expanded over the years with members
taking courses such as: First Aid, CPR, Fire Fighting Level
1 and 2, Ground Search and Rescue, Vehicle Extrication
and Hazardous Material Awareness, etc.
We run with a roster of 28 members on our department, six of which are from Riverside Colony. The
other members include Dennis Gagnon (Chief), George
Braun (Deputy Chief), Gerry Paramor (Deputy Chief),
Craig Unger (Captain), Brad Meyers (Captain), Lindsay
Magwood (Captain), Cathy Bell (Safety Officer), Kim
Braun (Safety Officer) and members David Deitz, Matthew
Makwaychuk, James Paramor, Allan Paramor, Kevin
Paramor, Damian Dempsey, Shawn Isaac, Steven Braun,
Don Unger, Mark Murray, Brian Lucas, Dale McKinnon,
Don McGorman and Scott Gillies.

retirement. Other members included Evelyn McKee and
Germund Anderson.
The present committee includes Bud Johnson as chairperson and members Muriel Taylor, Phyllis Stewart, Dave
Cochrane, Pat Middlemass and Evelyn McConnell. We
meet on a regular basis to assist the manager/caretaker
with the operation of the facility. Lionel Dagg holds this
position.
Major repairs and general maintenance to these three
aging structures are ongoing and the time is approaching
when a decision will need to be made as to the future of
their existence.

RM OF LANSDOWNE FIRE DEPARTMENT
Submitted by Dennis Gagnon

RIVERSIDE CEMETERY

Since the publishing of the “Legacies of Lansdowne”
in 1984, the Lansdowne Fire Department has continued
to expand to best serve the needs of the people in the
municipality.
This was accomplished by the purchase of a new,
larger fire truck in 1985, and as more equipment was
acquired, the department purchased and outfitted a rescue
van in 1999. To house both vehicles, council purchased the
shop owned by Brian Bradley (509 Lansdowne Avenue),
refurbished it and made it into our new fire hall. Over the
years SCBAs (self contained breathing apparatus) suits,
portable pumps, portable tanks, power plants, jaws, etc.
have been added to our equipment inventory.
In 2007, we acquired a larger rescue unit and are in the
process of refurbishing it to suit our requirements (twice
the equipment capacity of the old van) and seats to accommodate 6 fully suited fire men.
We continue to work very closely with Riverside
Colony and consider them a very integral part of our
fire department. In 2007, they purchased a new fire truck
(tandom diesel with 2700 gallon water capacity) and are
using a 6000 gallon semi tanker for hauling water.

Nestling quietly on an escarpment above the winding
Whitemud River and overlooking the well groomed golf
course rests Neepawa’s Riverside Cemetery. It is located
on land once owned by Peter Graham who first homesteaded there and received title Feb. 23, 1885. The remains
of the house foundation can still be seen protruding out of
the deep prairie grass and small shrubs and trees that have
slowly enveloped the homestead remains over the years.
The first burial took place December, 1877, and was
that of James Graham, the 99 year old father of Peter.
This area still remains for Graham family burials as long
as there are plots available. The property changed hands
when Bethuel Hamilton purchased the land July 19, 1890,
and again when Rhoda Ann Law, who had obtained it from
Hamilton, sold to the Town of Neepawa on May 3, 1898.
This was to become Riverside Cemetery. The town also
purchased additional land to the west in 1931 from John
Barry Fleming.
One cannot help but be impressed upon entering the
cemetery. The towering spruce trees and the smaller ones
that have been sculptured to perfection greet the many
visitors. In the summer months the cemetery takes on
a new look. Like a massive carpet, the flower-covered

L to R: Lindsay Magwood, Dennis Gagnon, Al Paramor,
Dillan Unger (Future Fire Fighter), Cathy Bell, Gerald
Paramor, Brad Meyers, Kim Braun, Steven Braun,
George Braun, Shawn Isaac, Craig Unger, Mark Murray
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the letters L.H. was unearthed in 1998 when the sod was
removed in preparation for perpetual grave care. It has
been placed at the base of the grave.
Winding your way out of the cemetery, you pass the
military headstones. Among them, the marker of Trooper
William Wright, who was killed in the Nov. 21, 1950
Canoe River train crash in British Columbia. The soldiers
were on their way to the Korean Conflict when the two
trains crashed head on, killing 17 soldiers, and members
of the 2nd Regiment Royal Canadian Horse Artillery.
One would be remiss to not mention the immense
contribution the late Nick Kawka made during his 25
years as caretaker of Riverside Cemetery. The pride he
maintained in his job was very evident over the years. It
is mainly through the efforts and initiatives he established
that produced the picturesque landscaping that presently
exists. At the cemetery today, caretaker Jack Follows is
carrying on this tradition. No large machinery is used in
the cemetery and all graves are dug by hand, both in the
summer and winter.
The epitaphs on the monuments can have real meanings, such as the “Black Stone” that reads:
“Reader behold as you pass by
As you are now, so once was I
As I am now, so you shall be
Prepare in life to follow me.”
Some also have a little humour involved. Vernon
McKinnon, a former Spitfire pilot with the Royal Canadian
Air Force during World War II was known to have enjoyed
a few beers with his friends in the local taverns. His wife
Hughene thought it appropriate to have a small marker
with the inscription “Time Gentlemen, Please” placed at
the foot of his grave. This was the bartender’s call to let
the patrons know the bar was closing.
As you leave the cemetery, pause for a moment. Listen
to the wind whispering through the needle laden bows
of the spruce trees, the birds chirping and the lonesome
whistle of the Canadian Pacific Railway train sounding
in the distance as it approaches town. The warm summer
winds scented by the thousands of flowers throughout the
cemetery gently blows against your face – this is truly
tranquility at its finest.

graves spread out before your eyes. In the 1950s the Parks
Board introduced a program to allow people to purchase
perpetual grave care. There are over 2,500 graves with
this type of service. This, along with other graves that are
maintained by individuals, is a magnificent sight to behold.
Many people from different parts of the world who have
visited the cemetery often remark that Riverside is the
most beautiful cemetery they have ever seen.
As in any cemetery, there are monuments that have
created extra interest and Riverside is no exception.
Entering the cemetery from the west gate, you approach
Hon. John Andrew Davidson’s memorial, erected in 1903.
Davidson was one of Neepawa’s earliest settlers, coming
to Neepawa in 1881. He and his brother-in-law, Jonathon
J. Hamilton, established a mercantile business here. They
founded the present Town of Neepawa. John Davidson
had the distinction of being the Provincial Treasurer of
Manitoba. His palatial residence, better known as “The
Castle” can be seen as you travel up the eastern approach
to town. His monument has also taken on the name “Stone
Angel”, made famous by the novel of the same name written by world-renowned author Margaret Laurence, who
was born in Neepawa.
As you travel further east, you will notice the
Christopher Mather stone. He was an editor of The Register,
one of Neepawa’s first newspapers. Erected in 1893, it is
constructed in the shape of a tree, complete with sawed off
limbs protruding from the bark-covered tree stump.
On the south side of the cemetery is the final resting
place of Margaret Laurence. Her grey granite headstone
is located in the Wemyss family plot, overlooking the
Neepawa Golf Course.
To the north, the Lewis Hickman grave can be found.
He is the only victim of the Titanic disaster buried in
western Canada. His brother, Leonard, worked on the
Honeyman Farm in the Eden District, north of Neepawa.
He returned to England, December, 1911, to encourage
his brothers, Lewis and Stanley and two of their friends
to emigrate to Canada to find employment. Unfortunately
for them, the ship they were to return on could not sail
due to a shortage of coal brought on by the miners strike
and the amount that was required for the Titanic on its
maiden voyage. They all transferred onto the Titanic and
all five perished in the disaster. To add to the mystique of
the Hickman story, it was discovered on the day of the
funeral, the body of Leonard, who had been identified by
an Eden Forester’s lodge card found in his coat pocket, was
actually his brother Lewis. The Knox Presbyterian Church
was full to capacity so it was decided, after a short discussion with the Minister, to proceed with the service, burying
Leonard. The people were advised of the mix-up a few
days later. The memorial at the grave site was purchased
by Neepawa and district citizens who felt the shock of
the disaster and the loss of friends. A small marker with

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 23 – NEEPAWA
LEGION HALL AND CLUBROOM
A veterans brigade was formed in 1910 under the name
The Neepawa Company of Veterans Brigade. In 1919,
following World War I, a Great War Veterans Association
(GWVA) was formed. By September, 1919, a meeting
was called to form Women’s Service League. Various
veteran associations came together in 1926 to form the
Royal Canadian Legion but the GWVA joined later. In the
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Remembrance Day is a very important event each year at
the Kelwood Legion.

depression, the Neepawa history book describes the pressures that came together to cause the “re-vitalization” of
the Royal Canadian Legion. In 1932, a Legion clubroom
was opened in the Hamilton Hotel. The British Empire
Service League Ladies Auxiliary formed in September,
1939. In 1979, they celebrated 40 years of service to the
area and today function very actively in the community. In
2007, a new outdoor patio at the east side of the building
was completed. Both the legion and the auxiliary have
stepped into the gap many times to serve a variety of needs
in the Neepawa area.

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION LADIES
AUXILIARY BRANCH #23
Submitted by Jean Jackson
On Dec. 15, 1932, the Royal Canadian Legion
Ladies Auxiliary Branch #23 was formed with 16 charter
members. This charter was under the Canadian Legion
British Empire Service League.
Today, the Auxiliary has grown to over 80 members.
The Auxiliary is very busy, catering to businesses, service
clubs, private suppers, the Friday Night meat draw suppers
for the local branch, luncheons, and funeral lunches and
holding the annual Tea and Bake Sale in November. This
year, 2007, the Auxiliary decided to hold a Luncheon and
Bake Sale, which was a huge success. Monies raised from
these functions go to support the local branch, Neepawa
and Area Collegiate Institute Legion Scholarship, the
Manitoba/North-Western Ontario Legion Ladies Auxiliary
Scholarship, Bursaries for the Peace Gardens Legion
Athletic Camp, the local Christmas Cheer at the Salvation
Army, Deer Lodge Hospital and several local youth organizations. Cookies are delivered to the shut-ins at Christmas
time, as well as past and present members are visited at
various times, with birthdays and special occasions being
recognized.

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 50 – KELWOOD
LEGION HALL AND CLUB ROOM

SNOWRIDERS SNOWMOBILE CLUB
Local snowmobile riders needed legal permission from
the town to drive within town limits to access trails directly.
In 1998, the Snowriders Club was formed. The club then
obtained permission from the province for outsiders to
operate snowmobiles within town limits. The Canadian
National Railway agreed to let club members congregate
on its property just north of the McLaughlin Chrysler Jeep
dealership.
With financial help from the Town of Neepawa and
the Beautiful Plains Community Foundation, the club
purchased a Bombardier grooming machine at a cost of
$65,000. Poker derbies each winter raise funds for maintenance. In return for financial support from the Town,
the club makes the groomer available to Manitoba Hydro
and the Highways Department during times of bad winter
weather.
During Winterfest in 2005 the groomer established the
trail for sleigh rides.
Presidents of the club over the years have included
George Willis, Bill Ferguson, Jim Graham, Brian Scott
and Mitch L’Heureux.

In 1919, the Great War Veterans Association (GWVA)
was formed. In 1922, a 12 acre sports ground was created.
In 1927, the Legion name was adopted and in 1928 a charter was adopted. In 1938, a building was purchased. In the
1960s, the Royal Canadian Legion title was brought into
use. The Ladies Auxiliary had their roots in the Great War
(World War I) when the Great War Veterans Auxiliary sent
parcels overseas. By 1944, the Legion Auxiliary branch
was formed. Special monthly functions with music and
entertainment are held. Each spring and fall, pool tournaments are held which brings a lot of people to town as
well as a spring and fall quad derby. They will be hosting
the “Culvert Classic” tournament in January as well as
their annual broomball tournament in February. Of course,
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TOUCHWOOD PARK ASSOCIATION INC.

managed under the direction of Shirley Katsky and Nellie
Wilson and was operated out of the Odd Fellows Hall on
Mountain Avenue.
In 1970, the organization purchased a building from
the MacDonald Air Force Base near Portage la Prairie,
MB and it was moved onto the property east of the Salt
Well. The building was renovated to become the occupational activity center and in 1972, an additional renovation took place to the basement to provide an area for
woodworking. This building is located to this day on the
original site on Commerce Street. Due to the growth of the
organization, this facility soon became inadequate in size
resulting in a need to expand the day program to a second
location. In November of 1988, this expansion took place
when Touchwood Park purchased property from Canadian
Co-operative Implements Limited on Highway No.16.
The organization has undertaken two major building projects over the years. The first was in 1978, when
Touchwood Park built the first Life Skills Training
Residence in the province at 145 Tupper Avenue. The
second was in 2003, when Touchwood Park built a state
of the art Universal Home at 360 William Street. Currently
in 2007, Touchwood Park operates one training residence
and eight group homes. Residential services are provided
to 28 people that live in these homes. The Supported
Community Living Program provides services to 14
people that reside independently in houses and apartments
throughout the community. The two day program sites and
the employment support program provide vocational skill
training, individualized and group activities to 44 people.
Touchwood Park employs 45 staff members from Neepawa
and surrounding area.
Touchwood Park is a non-profit charitable organization
funded mainly by the Province of Manitoba. Touchwood
Park is also supported by United Way, Beautiful Plains
Community Foundation, fundraising activities, community clubs, bequests, individual and business donations
and individuals that volunteer their time. Touchwood Park
continues to operate under the direction of a community
based elected volunteer board.

In 1963, a group of Neepawa community members
established the first rural association for persons with
development disabilities in Manitoba. Some of the founding members included Muriel and Peter Cottingham,
Marie Salway, Mabel and Sam Reidle, Bill Taylor, Keith
Lockhart, and John Mackenzie. The Board hired Dorothy
(Bobbi) Scott as the organization’s first executive director
in 1971.
In the beginning, the association served an area of
central Manitoba between Portage la Prairie, Brandon,
Birtle and Dauphin. This area was about 400 square miles
which included an area referred to as the Touchwood Hills.
The association took the name Touchwood from these hills
and Park from the park like block of land that was acquired
in the north end of Neepawa, hence, the name Touchwood
Park was adopted.
On Dec. 8, 1964, the organization became a member
of the provincial association referred to at that time as “The
Association for Retarded Children in Manitoba”. The association became incorporated on Aug. 17, 1971. There was
a certificate of change of name on May 15, 1973 adding
the words Canadian Association and Touchwood Park
Branch, Neepawa, Manitoba. On Dec. 2, 1985, another
name change took place to Association for Community
Living – Touchwood Park – Neepawa Branch Inc. On
Dec. 15, 1998, the organization’s name was registered as
Touchwood Park Association Inc.
In 1965, the organization opened a school for children
with developmental disabilities in the Inkerman School
building on highway No. 4 (now No.16) east of Neepawa.
In 1967, the Provincial Government within the framework
of the newly formed Beautiful Plains School Division,
accepted the teaching responsibility for these children.
This allowed the organization to turn their attention to
the needs of adults with developmental disabilities. The
organization was aware that adults with developmental
disabilities either stayed home or were institutionalized
because there were no community services available to
them. Therefore in 1969, the organization addressed these
concerns by developing an adult day program that was first

THE VISCOUNT CULTURAL COUNCIL
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The VCC has benefited much from programs and
initiatives designed to support the not-for-profit sector
while enriching the lives of young people. To this end, the
VCC has been a part of programs such as Katimavik, and
the World Youth experience. Having representatives from
these groups has enabled the VCC to not only achieve some
of their goals and to reach out to the youth of the community, but also to be a part of some wonderful experiences
for young people from across Canada and the world.
There have been many changes to the VCC over its
31-year history, and though the wording may have changed,
its mission has not. In 2007, the Mission statement was
revised in order to best reflect the goals of the VCC. Since
that time it has read as follows:
“The Viscount Cultural Council will provide opportunities, experiences and education in arts and culture to
enrich the lives of individuals in Neepawa and surrounding
communities”.
With this mission in mind the VCC intends to move
forward, continuing to provide encouragement for involvement and support of the arts in the community, collaborating with other arts group to promote the arts as an integral
part of the community, and to develop and offer a variety
of programming to enrich the life of the community.

In the spring of 1976, the Viscount Cultural Council
came into existence. The organization had been formed by
the Neepawa and area community, as an entity that could
take over the administration, maintenance and renovation of the historic Viscount School, where it could run
programming and keep the building in use. Its mandate
was to work towards the enrichment and recreation of the
community, and to serve as a contact group for arts organizations such as the Manitoba Arts Council, touring groups
and local artists among others. The VCC board of directors
was originally comprised of representatives from all the
local arts groups, including the Manitoba Holiday Festival
of the Arts, the Neepawa and District Fine Arts Festival,
the Recreation Commission, Beautiful Plains School
Division, the Cornucopia Overture Concert Group, the
Cornucopia Toastmistress Club, SPEBSQSA, (Society for
the Preservation and Encouragement of Barbershop Quartet
Singing in America), Choraliers, Ministerial Association,
Lion’s Band, Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute Drama,
Golden Age Club and the Museum Society.
Over the years, the VCC has continued to fulfill its
mandate of enriching the lives of the community through
offering classes, workshops, performances and by running
the Manawaka Art Gallery and Gift Boutique. It has
changed locations, leaving the Viscount School in 1983 for
offices in the lower level of the Post Office. In December
1986, the VCC moved into a much cheerier space in the
Margaret Laurence Home. The organization remained very
busy arranging classes in visual and performing arts, as
well as crafts, and providing a forum for artists of the
community and beyond to showcase their work. In 1993,
the VCC moved to its fourth location, a rental space in the
Moyer building in the heart of the business community.
The VCC has been closely affiliated with the Neepawa
and Area Art Club that came into existence in 1989. It was
in that year, that the group received a grant to renovate
part of the second floor of the Margaret Laurence Home,
in order to create an attractive studio for meetings, painting sessions, workshops and displays. From the spring of
1989, when the renovations were completed, the group has
met each month to practice their art.
A variety of performances and fundraisers have over
the years been presented by the VCC. These range in scope
from local theatre groups, to nationally recognized and
award winning musicians.
In 2005, the organization took the major step of
purchasing a building that could house all of the programming that they offered. The Baptist Church at 293 Mountain
Avenue was an ideal space for the VCC to run its classes,
host events and performances, and house the Manawaka
Gallery and Boutique. It also offered the opportunity to
expand their programming, and provide space for rent
to individuals and organizations throughout the community.

WHITEMUD COMEDY COMPANY
Submitted by Jean Forsman

Places please! Right now the Whitemud Comedy
Company may be rehearsing another play to be performed
at the Roxy Theatre in Neepawa. An enthusiastic and
talented cast and crew will help bring to the audience the
best of productions.
What is Whitemud Comedy Company? It is a community theatre group that was formed in 1983 under the name
Neepawa Adult Drama Group. The name was changed to
Whitemud Comedy Company in 1988, and the group was
later incorporated.
From the first meeting called by Marlene Siatecki at
Viscount Centre in 1983, only Don Walmsley and I remain
as original members. Since the beginning Don has directed
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the plays except for a few years when he left the job to
others, including local playwright Margaret Pople. Actors
and crew came from adults of all ages and occupations.
Anyone who is interested is always welcome.
The membership has fluctuated and changed through
the years, but there has been solid dedication from everyone to produce quality theatre. The list of people involved
in 24 years is far too lengthy to include here, but the talent
and hard work of everyone has been amazing.
This group has had at least one and often two or three
productions each year since its inception, taking place at
Hazel M. Kellington School, different restaurants and halls
in town or out of town and best of all, the Roxy Theatre.
As well as comedies, WCC has experimented with dinner
theatre, drama, improvisation, pantomime, community
readings and melodrama. Besides acting, members have
gained valuable experience in other aspects of the theatre,
such as stage make-up, costumes, properties, publicity and
promotion, set design and set decoration, lights, sound,
etc. This sharing of responsibility helps to create the atmosphere of ownership, co-operation and closeness that is
such an important part of the magic and fun of community
theatre. Profits from our productions are presently being
used to upgrade the lighting at the Roxy Theatre.
Whitemud Comedy Company is a member of the
Association of Community Theatres, a provincial organization that encourages community theatre groups by
providing workshops and assisting with the annual ACT
Festival. At these festivals, groups from across the province can perform and be adjudicated by professionals who
also do workshops with them. Our company has always
had members attend or participate in the festival, and has
hosted the festival twice. Four of our members have served
on the ACT board, Cathy McGrath for 14 years!
Why do theatre people work so hard for nothing?
Because they love it! They love the fun at rehearsals, the
challenge of creating a character from a printed page, the
triumph of a good performance, the reaction and warmth
of the audience, the friendships, the memories and the
laughter.
Don’t miss the next production!

The office is located at:
225 Ellen Street, Neepawa, MB R0J 1H0
Tel: (204) 476-5632, Fax: (204) 476-5734
E-mail: yellphys@mts.net

Yellowhead Physiotherapy and Athletic Centre was
originally staffed by one therapist three days a week. As
the business grew and the demand increased the office
opened to five days a week within the first year. The office
today is staffed by four therapists and support staff providing service throughout the week.
Kyle Crockatt, B.M.R., P.T. – Orthopedic Manual
Therapy Level: 1, Acupuncture
Marita Dowsett, B.P.T., C.A.F.C.I., C.R.C.C. –
Orthopedic Manual Therapy Level: Part A
Paula Moreira, B.Sc., B.M.R., P.T., C.A.F.C.I. –
Orthopedic Manual Therapy Level: 3
Doug Treloar, B.M.R., P.T., C.A.F.C.I., C.R.C.C. –
Orthopedic Manual Therapy Level: 3
Melissa Campbell, Administrative/Physiotherapy
Assistant
Kim Moyer, Administrative/Physiotherapy Assistant
(PhysioFirst)
B.Sc. - Bachelor of Sciences
B.P.T. - Bachelor of Physiotherapy
B.M.R. - Bachelor of Medical Rehabilitation
P.T. - Physiotherapist
C.A.F.C.I. - Acupuncture Foundation of Canada
Institute
C.R.C.C. - Case Rehabilitation Management

YELLOWHEAD PHYSIOTHERAPY AND
ATHLETIC CENTRE
Submitted by Melissa Campbell
Yellowhead Physiotherapy and Athletic Centre was
opened in 1994 after a need was seen in the community for
physiotherapy and a belief that the rural area did not have
access to essential rehabilitation physiotherapy services.
Yellowhead Physiotherapy and Athletic Centre was the
first physiotherapy office to open north of Brandon and is
a satellite clinic of PhysioFirst in Brandon, MB.
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and discussed an outline for a regional car club that would
bring together local enthusiasts. The original and still
current mission statement reads as follows:
The Yellowhead Road Runners Auto Club was formed
to promote participation in all aspects of specialized automotive activities. Through members’ encouragement to
pursue their aspirations, with intent to provide understanding and enjoyment to all people at large, both private
and public, as well as generosity of knowledge and ideas
amongst members. The Yellowhead Road Runners Auto
Club will create a melting pot for the automotive enthusiast and leave a harbouring of positive influences with all
who come in contact.
May 1997

In the beginning the main services offered at the
clinic were orthopedic and manual therapy. To date this
has grown to include:
– Isernhagen Functional Capacity Assessment, Job Site
Analysis, Pelvic Floor Rehabilitation, Prework Screening,
Acupuncture, Upledger’s Cranial Therapy,
– Intramuscular Stimulation (IMS), Sports
Injury Management, Orthopedic Manual Therapy,
Reconditioning/Work Hardening, Certified Rehabilitation
Case Management, Rehabilitation Exercise, Massage
Therapy, Post Partum Exercise Workshops and Vestibular
Rehabilitation.
Yellowhead Physiotherapy and Athletic Centre is and
will always be committed to providing, promoting and
exploring physiotherapy in order to foster a healthy and
adaptable environment for our clients, staff and community.

In early 1997, public meetings were summoned to
gauge interest. An overwhelming response was realized
and formal proceedings were initiated to found and incorporate an official non-profit organization.
The “Club” works hard at its purpose; to promote
interest and participation in all aspects of automotive activities. Every year since 1997, an annual car show has been
hosted in July at beautiful Riverbend Park in Neepawa.
The Club ran the annual go-cart races during Lily Festival
for a period of three years. During winter months, the
Club has organized fundraising socials in support of its
other events and handed out over 1000 free Hot Wheels
toy cars to children along the Santa Claus parade route in
Neepawa in two years. The Club has assisted other groups
with manpower; to run the beer garden for the Beautiful
Plains Agricultural Society during the fair, to operate
and deploy the community’s antique fire truck in various
parades and in a general capacity for the Prairie Mountain
Snow Drifters’ drag races. Since 1998, the Club has taken
part in the Provincial Department of Highways Adopt-AHighway program, maintaining cleanliness along what
was once one of the most unsightly stretches of Highway
No. 16 from Neepawa proper, eastward a distance of five
miles. Members convey our communities pride by attending numerous car shows and events throughout western
Canada each summer. In 2002, the Club embarked on a
new special event, the first (ever) of its kind in western
Manitoba, with its first annual automotive run-way drag
races at the municipal airport.
Club events are attended by hundreds who enjoy the
annual car show to thousands who show up for the drag
races.
The Yellowhead Road Runners represent a diverse
membership of all ages and from all areas of our region.
With a strong membership core from Neepawa, others have
joined from Carberry, Minnedosa, McCreary, Brandon and
even expatriate Neepawanians now living in Calgary and
Edmonton. The Club has maintained a steady membership
of between thirty and forty since its inception.

YELLOWHEAD ROAD RUNNERS AUTO
CLUB

The Yellowhead Road Runners Auto Club began as the
brain child of four Neepawa and area men: John Kilburn,
Darcy Mitchler, Gary Salmon and Monty Simon. These
men saw the need and potential of a body to promote and
justify the growing interest in automotive pastimes.
The four friends and acquaintances at the time got
together while attending “Johnson’s Show & Swine” car
show and pig roast in Baldur, MB in September of 1996
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Businesses
*

“We make more money out of men
than we ever make out of things.”
- W. Garfield Weston
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1973 – Neepawa & District Veterinary Clinic.
Formed in 1973 with Town of Neepawa and the Rural
Municipalities of Rosedale, Langford, Lansdowne, and
parts of Glenella and McCreary in partnership with the
Province of Manitoba to provide an animal hospital and
to contract with a Veterinarian for services to district
producers and to provide a pound to the Town.
First veterinarian was Dr. Bill Brydges and currently
Dr. Foss Taylor.

1989 – Neepawa Creamery Division of Schwans
Canada. In 1989 Jack Boyle completed an arrangement
with Schwans USA to provide them with ice cream
products for their new venture into Canada.
In 1991 Schwans purchased Neepawa Creamery thus
ending 75 years of manufacturing Neepawa Creamery
butter and Velvet ice cream.
September 1999 Schwans ceased operations in Canada.

1984 – Neepawa’s first Command-Rescue vehicle.
Supported financially by the Town of Neepawa and a
JEP grant. L-R: Tim Prawdzik, Fire Chief;
Roy McGillivray, Councillor; Pat Traill, Councillor;
Ron Forsman, Councillor.

2006 – New Fire Rescue vehicle
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1992 – Elks Manor. Construction started in 1992,
50 suite apartment complex. Complex opened in 1993.

1996 – Town of Neepawa swimming pool upgrade

1993 – “Heads” movie filmed in Neepawa, starring Ed Asner.
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1996 – Independent Order of Odd Fellows Neepawa
Lodge No. 16 building designated as a Manitoba
Heritage building by the Manitoba Heritage Council.

1996 – Masonic Temple moved to Stonewall, MB

1996 – New SAAN store built on Mountain Avenue, where Guinn Bros. Marble & Granite Works was located.

1997 – Dairy Queen opened January 4, 1997.
Owners are Darrell and Barb Reid.

1996 – Neepawa Co-op Lumber, Hardware, and Agro
Departments moved to No. 5 Highway North.
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1997 – New building and location for TNT Ford, now Westward Ford

1997 – Neepawa Co-op Grocery and Administration
Offices on Mountain Avenue

1998 – New Meyers Norris Penny LLP built on
Davidson Street

1998 – Manitoba Air Ambulance at Neepawa Airport

1998 – Bay Hill Inns and Suites
(formerly known as Super 8)
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1998 – Neepawa’s skyline with UGG and Pool Elevators

2002 – Demolishing of UGG Elevator

2001 – Lions Riverbend Park Campground

2001 – McDonald’s Restaurant opened on Main Street.

2004 – Budz ’n Bloom Daycare – Hamilton Street

80

2003 – Demolishing of Petro-Canada Gas Station and Bus Depot

2004 – Neepawa Co-op Gas Bar and C-Store
2006 – 4-Bay Car and Pet Wash
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2004 – Hamilton Hotel fire February 2, 2004. The Hamilton Hotel a turn-of-the-century building constructed in 1904
and opened in February 1905.
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2004 – Hannah Taylor – The Ladybug Foundation. Hannah’s great-grandparents, Jim and Mabel Henry were from
Riding Mountain, MB and her grandparents Jack and Lorna McDougall are from Neepawa.

2005 – Town of Neepawa and RM of Langford
municipal offices. Formerly the Hamilton Square
Building now includes office space, conference room,
storage space and a break room.

2006 – Exterior upgrade to the Bamboo Restaurant
building which also houses Your Dollar Store With
More, Hair Company, Hymie The Haircutter, and
Century 21.

2006 – Exterior upgrade to Shop Easy Foods

2006 – Myra’s Ladies & Mens Wear
now It’s Time Promotions
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2006 – The Roxy Theatre was declared a
Municipal Heritage Building.
L-R: Mildred Dagg, Gail Cathcart, Joyce Dennis,
Shirley Glen, Betty Chisholm, Ada Evans, Sharon Oliver.
These ladies were ushers at the Roxy Theatre
in the early years.

2007 - The Flats – winter rink

2006 – Brahma’s Grill Restaurant and Ranch Dressing
Western Shop on No. 16 Highway East,
owned and managed by Rob and Maureen Turner, and
Chris and Kerry Turner
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2007 – Sod turning ceremony for the new Personal Care Home on Veterans’ Way on June 25, 2007.
L-R: Hon Kerri Irvin-Ross, Minister of Healthy Living; Mr. William Bryant, Chairman of the Assiniboine Regional
Health Authority; Mayor Robert Durston, Neepawa; Reeve Edward Levandoski, RM of Rosedale.

2007 – Farm Credit Canada
– new offices on Main Street

1922 – Canadian National Railway Roundhouse was
originally where the Chicken Corral Restaurant and
Farm Credit Canada offices are located today.
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2000 – Chalet Carpets & Drapes and Neepawa Country
Cabinetry – Main St. West

1991 – Crown Lands Offices on Main Street West

Evergreen Apartments on Mountain Avenue

2007 – New store front for Home Hardware

2002 – Piston Ring – Main Street West

1976 – Liquor Mart opened July 8, 1976 – corner of
Mountain Ave. and Davidson St.

1986 – RCMP Building on the corner of Mill Street and
First Ave.

Opening of new RCMP offices, November 1986 - Roy
McGillivray, Town Councillor and Sgt. Dave Miller
86

2007 – The Bargain Shop on Mountain Avenue
– Grand Opening

2007 – Prairie Hideaway condos – 344 First Avenue,
built by Murray Parrott

1987 - 110 Hamilton Place on the corner of Hamilton
St. and Fifth Ave., built by Jim Davies

1999 - Sears located in the former Hargreaves
Pharmacy building, owned by Norma Terrick

1997 – Prairie Oasis condos – 336 Ellen St. and Prairie Schooner condos – 342 Ellen St., built by Murray Parrott
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2000 - Prairie Haven condos – 331 Ellen St., built by
Murray Parrott

2003 – Hunters Haven condos – Isabel Street, built by
Harold Hunter

1995 – Oak Ridge Place condos – 326 Brown Ave., built by Jim Davies

THEN – 1906

NOW – 2007
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AGASSIZ DRIVE-IN
Submitted by Linda Hainstock
The doors of the Agassiz Drive-In opened for the first
time in June of 1962. Carman and Phyllis Poole were
the geniuses behind this long lasting drive-in restaurant.
Carman did his research. He contacted the Department
of Highways and got the traffic count from all directions
entering Neepawa. It was with this information that he
decided that the best location is the present day locale on
highway #16, close to highway #5 north, the turn off to
Dauphin.
The wheels were set in motion. As the Pooles had
arrived in Neepawa from the Kelwood area. To get better
acquainted with Neepawa, Carmen attended a Chamber of
Commerce meeting. His hope was to meet some enthusiastic businessmen which he could use as a sounding board for
his idea for the drive-in. He was told that it wouldn’t work!
He met with the bankers of the time; once again his idea
was squelched. With the backing of Ollie Ramstead, who
was also the contractor for the first structure of Agassiz
Drive-In, and Tom Wood, Carmen’s adventure was soon
to be a reality.
A school contest helped determine what the new
drive-in would be called…Agassiz after the large lake that
covered a major portion of Manitoba during the Ice Age.
As an appreciation and innovated advertising idea, Carmen
sent coupons to all the school children in the school division for a free ice-cream cone. A 5 cent value!!

All family members, with the exception of Judy worked
at the Agassiz Drive-In. In the spring of 1969, Brenda
Poole and her husband Earl Hodges bought Carmen out
and for the next seven years ran the operation. As storage
was a premium, they had a key to the Weston Warehouse
located behind Rutledge’s Garage (now McLaughlin
Chrysler Dodge Jeep) and could get additional hamburger
buns as needed. They built the first addition to the now
standing Agassiz property.
Brenda and Earl sold to Ron and Janice Simpson in
the spring of 1976, and Fred and Joan Gabler bought the
business in the spring of 1978. They ran it successfully
until they retired and sold the operation to Clay and Linda
Hainstock in the fall of 1999.
On Mar. 1, 2000 Ed Perrett’s work crew pulled into
the Agassiz parking lot and started on the new expansion and renovation. We were fortunate that the snow was
gone early that year and spring was warm and inviting.
Construction of the new addition and patio was completed
for the first day of business in early April. This was a new
type of venture for Clay and Linda, the learning curve of
running a restaurant was steep at first, but by the second
year, the routine was established and life for the next eight
seasons took on a rhythm.

They were very busy those first years of operation.
All the staff was instructed on how to cut up a chicken to
put into the pressure fryer. The mix for the soft ice cream
was purchased from the Neepawa Creamery, owned by
B.P. and Jack Boyle. The story goes, that one member
of the Boyle family was always on call in case there was
a shortage of product for the ice cream machines, even
if it was Sunday and the whole family was off to Clear
Lake for a daily excursion of fun! Hundreds of pounds of
hamburger were hand made over the next few years, meat
supplied by Scotty Burnett.

The Agassiz Drive-In will have new owners to start the
2008 season for business. As of the end of December, 2007,
Adam Drayson along with his parents, Kelly and Ray, have
purchased the business and property. Adam started work as
a prep cook in the spring of 2004 and worked his way up
the ranks, learning all about the burger business the hard
way! We would like to wish you all the very best, Adam,
in 2008 and many successful years to come.
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BAMBOO GARDEN RESTAURANT
Submitted by May Louie

At the end of 2003, VLTs (video lottery terminals)
were introduced in the banquet room (aka Rose Room)
for the enjoyment of the restaurant’s patrons.
For more information and recent updates, please visit
Bamboo online at www.bamboo-garden.ca

BANK OF MONTREAL

The Bamboo Garden Restaurant was started in 1950
by Frankie Lee. Ming Dare and Dick Lee were hired as
cooks. Business went very well, and Frankie Lee, later
made Ming and Dick equal partners. The three of them
jointly operated and managed the whole block, which
is also, home to several other businesses and residential
tenants.
On July 12, 2002, May and Albert Louie entered
into an agreement to purchase the Victory Block and the
Bamboo Garden from the partnership of Ming Dare, Dick
Lee and Frankie Lee’s two daughters.
The restaurant was then given a much needed facelift and was open for business on July 30, 2002. Besides
having an extensive menu for licensed dining, the restaurant
offers a variety luncheon smorgasbord every weekday, and
evening Chinese buffets from Tuesday to Sunday. Under
May and Albert’s management, the restaurant has attained
high standards in quality, service, cleanliness and hospitality which their clients have come to expect. The ready
availability of good food at reasonable prices certainly
appeals to the busy lifestyle of today’s families. For those
who prefer to enjoy Chinese food in the comfort of their
home, takeout service is another Bamboo specialty. Also,
for the quick meal “on-the-fly”, the self serve buffet takeout is always welcome whenever the steam table is on.
In the summer of 2003, Victory Block underwent
a major renovation. Among other things, the roof was
replaced and a new electrical system was installed while
the block was equipped with a state-of-the-art central
fire and smoke alarm system to enhance the safety of
all tenants. The entire building was then repainted and a
lighted canopy put over the “busy corner”. It is now home
to Century 21 West Man Realty, Hymie the Haircutter,
Your Dollar Store with More, the Hair Company and of
course, the Bamboo Garden Restaurant.

Submitted by Sean Brooks

Neepawa Branch, about 1920
Compliments of BMO Corporate Archives
Neepawa Branch was opened Feb. 1, 1898 by the
Merchants Bank of Canada, the fifth branch opened by the
bank in Manitoba. Operating in a rented, one storey frame
building at the corner of Brown Avenue and Hamilton
Street, the new branch took over a local private banking
business operated by Dr. David Howard Harrison. Neepawa
was at the centre of rich agricultural land served by the
Manitoba and Northwestern Railway and had grown to
about 1000 citizens by the time the branch opened. The
Merchants Bank of Canada was a Montreal-based bank
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which was expanding rapidly, opening branches to serve
rapidly growing towns along Canada’s rail lines. In 1922,
Bank of Montreal purchased the 400 branch Merchants
Bank of Canada and Neepawa branch continued as a Bank
of Montreal branch.
New premises were built in 1904 on Mountain
Avenue to accommodate the branch’s growing business.
Fusee-McFeetors Company Limited, local contractors,
constructed a substantial brick building in the centre of
the commercial area. Three impressive pillars supported a
corniced roof, and inside, in the words of P.J. Tod, manager
in 1925, “the fixtures are solid oak and the grill work is
of brass. The walls are adorned with three nicely antlered
elk and moose heads which came from animals shot in the
Riding Mountain Reserve”.
In 1956, the building was rebuilt, again to accommodate a growing number of customers. And again, this
new branch building at 436 Mountain Avenue brought
substance and style to the business district. The design,
which used brick and stone together with aluminum framed
glass, was contemporary and elegant and showed the Bank
of Montreal’s confidence in Neepawa as a vibrant centre
with a strong future.

Today, the Credit Union boasts roughly 4,000 members
and more than $55 million in assets, growth that reflects
the value BPCU members see in their Credit Union. That
loyalty has been repaid through the Credit Union’s Member
Equity Plan, which has returned $2 million to members
since its inception.
Over the years the Credit Union has developed in
other ways as well. In 1988 BPCU and Glenella Credit
Union amalgamated to create Beautiful Plains Credit
Union, with branches in Neepawa and Glenella. In1999,
the existing premises in Neepawa were expanded to better
serve its growing membership.
Products and services have grown and expanded right
along with the Credit Union. In the mid-1990s, mutual
funds were added to the credit union’s investment services
and to date BPCU has managed over $6 million in off
book sheet assets, increasing total assets managed to over
$61 million. The Credit Union also embraced the latest
technology in order to further enhance service to members.
These enhancements included an automated teller machine
(ATM), direct payment, telephone banking (CU by phone)
and Internet banking service through www.bpcu.ca.
And while the Credit Union is committed to providing members with technological enhancements, personal
service remains a focal point. Everyone associated with the
Credit Union, from the board of directors to the front line
staff, believes in maintaining the Credit Union’s tradition
of friendly, personal service. This commitment is aided by
the familiarity members have with the Credit Union.
BPCU is still governed by its board of directors,
consisting of a president and six directors, many of whom
have lengthy tenures.
“The past 50 years have been upward and onward,”
remarked Marjorie Marciski, who recently retired as a
director after 50 years of service. “They indeed have been
golden. No doubt the future of BPCU will continue with
more growth and service to members.”
That future is guided by Greg Fleck, who has served
as general manager since 1987, when he took over from
Jerry Hueston, who succeeded Cam Brown in 1983. The
Credit Union also received leadership and direction from

Bank of Montreal
In 1971, the branch was again rebuilt, this time expanding with the purchase of additional property next door and
completely changing the design and look to the building
you see today. This new branch building at the same location, with the large front windows, new brick design and
the expanded size, brought much modern style to the business district. This same building as it stands today is still
very modern looking and representative of BMO Bank of
Montreal’s place in the community.

BEAUTIFUL PLAINS CREDIT UNION
Founded in June of 1955, Beautiful Plains Credit
Union (BPCU) has been proudly serving its members and
the Neepawa community for more than 50 years. From its
modest beginnings (23 members and $5,703. in assets at
the end of its first year), the credit union quickly became
a fixture in the community and by 1980 BPCU had grown
its assets to $8 million.
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Don Palmer, operations manager since 1980 and Warren
McLeod, Loans Manager since 1987 as well as Carol
Turko, who has served as the Glenella office manager
since 1974.
Gord Sylvester joined BPCU in 2003 as manager of
business development and wealth management. In the spirit
of the co-operative movement, his services are shared with
Minnedosa Credit Union. Scott Johnson, our computer
technician, maintains the Credit Union’s computer equipment for Beautiful Plains, as well as Minnedosa and
Erickson Credit Unions. These shared initiatives have
allowed the Credit Union to offer superior services to
members and save expenses at the same time.
Finally, BPCU continues to live up to its motto
“Spirit of Community Pride” by contributing to numerous community activities and projects, big and small, on
a corporate level, as well as on a personal level from the
staff members who donate their time to various organizations.
As it was in the beginning in 1955, BPCU’s focus
remains on serving its members and helping its communities grow and prosper.

Glenella Branch Staff:
Carol Turko, Bonnie Kushner and Tracy Rossnagel

THE CANADIAN IMPERIAL BANK OF
COMMERCE, NEEPAWA
Bank History:
– The Canadian Bank of Commerce was founded in
1867.
– Imperial Bank of Canada was founded in 1875,
– Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce was created
through the mergers of The Canadian Bank of Commerce
and the Imperial Bank of Canada in June, 1961.

Beautiful Plains Credit Union Board, Executive and
Staff May 2007
Board of Directors:
President – Keith Jury; Vice President – Greg
McConnell; Secretary – Marg Loucks and Directors –
Ron Jesson, Bruce Bremner, Kathy Drysdale and Darryn
Cameron.

Branch History:
– The Canadian Bank of Commerce opened a branch
in Neepawa, MB on Sept. 12, 1902.
– Sub-agency in Eden reported to the Neepawa branch
from Dec. 15, 1930 to Nov.15, 1931, at which time the subbranch closes and its business transferred to Neepawa.
– Absorbs the business of the Minnedosa branch,
which closed Dec. 31, 1937. Minnedosa branch re-opens
again in 1976 but closes July 25, 1986 and its business
transferred to the Neepawa branch.
– Becomes a branch of the Canadian Imperial Bank of
Commerce on June 1, 1961 after the merger of the Imperial
Bank of Canada and The Canadian Bank of Commerce.
– Opens newly renovated branch at 380 Mountain
Avenue on April 14, 1993.
– The Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce marks its
100th Anniversary in Neepawa on Sept. 15, 2002.

Neepawa Branch Staff:
Back Row: Lynn Byram, Donna Huck, Don Palmer,
Warren McLeod, Gord Sylvester and Greg Fleck
Front Row: Carol Bannerman, Carrie Baraniuk,
Carol McIntosh, Lorna Elliott, Trish Penner,
Susan Chartrand, Marla Boyd
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CLEO’S GROCERY AND CRAFT STORE,
ARDEN (FORMERLY McCAMIS STORE)
Submitted by Leonard Paramor

Branch Managers:
1902 G.M. Gibbs
1912 D.H. Gordon
1933 J. Auld
1950 N.A. Elwick
1963 L.C. Neville
1974 Fred Gray
1992 Kirk Dawson
1997 W. Gord Sylvester
2001 Linda Davidow

The Arden General Store was started in 1889 by Hugh
D. McCamis and Maurice E. Boughton. In 1898, McCamis
became sole proprietor. Hugh, his son Graham, and his
grandson Hugh, served the community for 105 years, selling groceries, dry goods, hardware, harness, dishes, school
supplies and almost anything else you can imagine.
In 1994, Hugh and his wife Mabel retired, selling the
store to British immigrants, Paul and Bev Hill. By 1997,
they in turn had sold the store to another British couple,
James and Jane Hampton. By this time, most of the hardware and dry goods had been let go, so Jane added a couple
of coffee tables in the spare space. The name of the store
was changed to Ja Ja’s. The coffee shop quickly became
a gathering place for the locals.
In 1999, James received a great job offer in Alberta.
The community reluctantly said goodbye and Jane and
James moved on. The store was sold to a local girl, Darlene
(Harder) Gibson, but with two children at home, Darlene
found there were not enough hours in the day to be both
storekeeper and homemaker, so by 2000, the store was on
the market again. It was bought by retiring local farmers,
Cleo and Leonard Paramor. Cleo brought in a considerable stock of her own handiwork, mostly ceramics and
needlework, hence the new name, Cleo’s Grocery and
Craft Store.
With the closing of the Arden School in 2001, much of
the school library was left behind. Many of the books were
moved to the store to become a lending library. Cleo and
Leonard, as well as several community minded citizens
have also donated their own books to this service.
It used to be said that if there was a product that you
could not obtain in Winnipeg, Brandon or Neepawa, you
had better go to McCamis in Arden and they would have
it in stock. From personal experience, when I needed some
special bolts, I know that the saying was well founded.
Unfortunately, such a varied stock is no longer an option
for a small rural store. However, the store and coffee shop
still serve as a focal and vocal point for the community.
Many ideas for local improvements and events get their
start at the morning coffee klatch. See you there.

1906 C. Ballard
1915 H.L. Wethery
1943 J.D. Collier
1956 J.F. English
1973 T.E. Atkinson
1984 Harvey Sawchuk
1994 R. Gord Monteath
2000 Jeff Samson
2007 Chad Willis

Present staff includes, Customer Service
Representatives: Norma Henderson, Lori Brooking,
Heather Lavich, Melanie Lavich and Carol Buffi. Financial
Service Representatives: Shelley Lepischak and Colleen
Drader. Financial Service Associate: Bernie Myker.
Account Manager: Daryl Yarema and Branch Manager
Chad Willis.
Pictures courtesy of CIBC Archives, include The
Canadian Bank of Commerce original building located on
the northwest corner of Mountain and Hamilton, where it
followed company policy by renting space in a local office
block in 1902. After 1905, however, the Bank embarked
upon a campaign to construct distinctive buildings of its
own. The construction of the new building in Neepawa
was completed in 1914. The final picture is of the newly
renovated branch in 1993.

CREATIVE ART and SIGN SHOP
Submitted by Geordie and Betty-Lynn Vincent
We started the business in 1978, first working out of
our rented home. As the business grew, we rented space
in Strohman’s building west of town.
The antique cars were stored close to this property.
300 vehicles 1914 – 1960.
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bowling leagues starting with a Wednesday night district
league attracting people from all around the Neepawa area.
This league has continued to the present day largely due to
the loyalty of people like Joyce Chute and Eleanor Scott. In
1962, bowling used to cost 25 cents a game. Today, league
bowling costs approximately $2.50 a game.
When Tony passed on, son Larry continued to run the
bowling lanes and the banquet room and has continued to
promote the game of bowling in the Neepawa area. Now,
over 45 years later, there are over eight leagues that bowl
regularly including youth bowling, which contains four
divisions according to ages – smurfs, bantams, juniors and
seniors. Others include Golden Agers, Special Olympics,
women’s and church leagues as well as family bowling
and birthday parties on a casual basis. Each league has
its own executive and presents prizes and trophies and
perhaps leads on to provincial or even national competition. Lessons are available from the Manitoba 5-Pin
Association.
Outstanding bowlers, who have achieved distinction
nationally, besides Tony himself, are people such as Hazel
Pedlar, Donna Schmall, Mary Jackson, Mary Pearson,
Marilyn Buchanan, Gerry Collins, Dolly McLachlan, Fred
Burgess, Dick McKenzie, Cindy Crabbe, Hory Frampton
and Don Corner to mention only a few. In 2002, the Golden
Age Trio of Keith Chute, Eric Pettitt, and Melvin Oswald
won the triple team provincial and the national championship, which was held in Medicine Hat, AB.
Unlike many sporting facilities the Lanes have never
sought any government help. On the contrary Larry Evans
supports many community activities including youth
sports, the Neepawa Natives hockey, the Neepawa Golf
Club, Touchwood Park and many Hazel M. Kellington
School programs.
Evans’ Lanes have held special celebrations on their
30th, 35th, 40th and 45th anniversaries featuring such
things as bowling for 1962 prices, many prizes, free
refreshments and displays of memorabilia.

In 2004, both were relocated to their present location
on Gill Drive.
Business calls take Geordie west to the Saskatchewan
border, south to the United States border, east to Winnipeg
and north to Duck Mountain. We do commercial highway
signs, wall murals, truck lettering and farm signs. We also
do much of the Christmas artwork in the above area.

EVANS’ BOWLING LANES
On Sept. 15, 1962, Ann and Tony Evans along with
son Larry and Tony’s brother, Steve, held the ribbon while
Mayor George Rey officially opened Evans’ Bowling
Lanes, at that time featuring eight lanes, four of which
had automatic 5-pin Brunswick pin setters and four lanes
for 10-pin and 5-pin which were hand set by pin boys. The
lower level of the building was originally used for roller
skating, but is now a popular banquet room used for all
sorts of club functions, catered meals and weddings.

Evans Bowling Lanes – old building
In Neepawa prior to 1962 three different bowling
alleys had operated: the Roxy Theater basement, where
True Value is now and where Little Sister’s Gifts is located
on Mountain Avenue.
As soon as the new lanes opened, Tony and Ray Boles
immediately commenced canvassing the area to set up

Evans Bowling Lanes building today.
Some of the more recent innovations are glow bowling, where the pins and balls glow in the dark and special
lighting bathes the walls; thumbnail balls which make
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GILL AND SCHMALL AGENCIES

things easier for beginners or seniors with arthritis; and in
2007/2008 new automatic scoring so no one has to worry
about how to keep score. And of course, automatic pin
setters have long since replaced the young people who
used to scurry around at the end of the lanes trying to avoid
being clipped by a pin or an unexpectedly thrown ball.
Bowling is not only a competitive sport, but can also
be just a fun time with family and friends and a good way
to meet new people.

Gill and Schmall Agencies of Neepawa, now owned
and operated by Don Schmall and Brad Walker, has roots
that date back to the last century. Starting as a small agency
owned by Mr. McKenzie and operated from his home,
the agency was acquired by Mr. Nelson Shoemaker after
World War II. He was then joined by Mr. Jack McGilvray
in 1949 to become Shoemaker –McGilvray Agencies.
Homer Gill joined the Agency in 1970 when Jack
McGilvray retired and for 7 years, the firm operated as
Shoemaker-Gill. Their office was located in the Hamilton
Hotel Annex on Mountain Avenue.
Jim Schmall took over Nelson Shoemaker’s partnership in 1977 and the Agency became Gill and Schmall
Agencies. The George Rey building was purchased and
the office moved across the street. A few years later, the
Robinson store building at 406 Mountain Avenue was
purchased from Mrs. Leckie and the office was moved to
much larger premises.
Don Schmall joined the partnership in 1981 with
Homer Gill’s retirement, and Brad Walker took over Jim
Schmall’s partnership in 1992.
During the last 15 years, the firm has expanded by
purchasing other small agencies in the area when the
brokers wanted to retire. These included R.W. Jones’
Wawanesa Mutual business in Brookdale, a part of Keith
Neill’s Portage Mutual business in Kelwood and a part of
Les Mauthe’s business at Waldersee. In April 2002, the
office amalgamated with Harvey Ebner and his Agassiz
Insurance staff to operate under the Gill and Schmall
name.
Today, the office is still located at 406 Mountain
Avenue and operates a fully licensed insurance/Autopac
Brokerage, real estate firm, travel agency and investment
brokerage.
The agency relies on its capable and experienced staff
of fifteen to look after all its clients’ needs, and is confident
that it can meet the challenges of the future.

FLATT IMPLEMENTS LTD.
Submitted by Donald Flatt

The Massey Harris franchise was operated by the
Henry Flatt family from 1930-1955 in Glenella. After
Henry’s death it was under the control of Norman Donald
Flatt from 1955-2005.
In 1971, Massey-Ferguson Company had a big inventory of used and new equipment in Neepawa so they
encouraged Donald to expand his franchise. He purchased
Jim May’s operation on Highway 16 west and operated
both business locations for the next eight years. In 1974,
it became known as Flatt Implements Ltd. And shortly
afterwards Blaine Grapentine joined the operations. The
greatest strength of Flatt Implements Ltd. was selling
over forty combines in one year with fifteen full and part
time employees. In 1978, the Glenella location was sold
to Wayne Wilson, who needed more space to house his
lumber business.
Blaine and Donald ran the Neepawa office on an unofficial partnership basis until there was a down turn in farm
economy.
Flatt Implements operated from 1974 to 2005 when it
was sold to Ag-West, Portage la Prairie.

GUINN BROS. MARBLE AND GRANITE
WORKS
Submitted by Ken Guinn
In the town of Neepawa, like many other towns and
villages throughout the country, there are businesses that
do not serve the general public, except at special times and
upon specified occasions. As a result, we seldom, if ever,
visit their place of business. We have become accustomed
to the sight of their premises but seldom think about what
goes on there, what changes have taken place over the
years, and how far their influence has extended.
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but does not affect the stencil. When the job is finished,
the stencil is removed. At the time of this printing most
letters and patterns are printed out on a computer rather
than laid out by hand as was done in the past. Also designs
are more elaborate now as they use computers to set up
the designs.

Outside view of Neepawa Marble & Granite Works,
taken around 1912
L to R: Jack Yates, Dunc McGregor, ?, ?, ?, ?, Ed Guinn
(hat), Wm. Henry Guinn, ?, Bertha Guinn (Ed’s wife),
Sitting: ?, Lee Gilberts

How it looked from 1945 to late 1980s

One such business was the original Guinn Bros.
Marble and Granite Works on Mountain Ave. It was an
enterprise that was started when Neepawa was young by
William Henry Guinn and his brother Ed in July 1905. The
Guinn brothers learned their trade in Walkerton, ON. There
are two stories as to why they chose to stay in Neepawa.
The most reasonable is because it was the centre of two
railroads and offered adequate transportation for their
products. The other story says that the boys were undecided between Neepawa and Regina and a flip of the coin
determined the decision and as a result the Guinn Marble
and Granite Works quietly and unobtrusively offered their
special service from the same location for 84 years.
At first the Guinn Marble and Granite Works was
run by William and his brother Ed. Around 1925 William
bought out his brother’s share and a prominent businessman in town, John Simpson, went into partnership for a
few years, later selling his interest to William, and going
into the furniture business, and then becoming a funeral
director. Since that time, until June 1984 the Guinn business was run exclusively by the Guinn family.
Years ago, all the work was done by hand. The names
and designs on the stone were carved with a chisel and
mallet. That was a painstaking job that demanded time,
patience and extreme care. As a result, the company
employed as many as 30 men at one time. Later they used
chisels that fit into an air gun in place of the mallet. Now
most of the work is done by an air compressor and sandblasting, which makes it possible for a couple of men to
do what 30 men would do in years past.
The name and patterns are drawn on a stencil which
is called a Scotch Stencil, that sticks directly to the stone.
If you want the letters to stand out, the background is cut
out of the stencil. If you want the background to stand
out then the letters are cut out of the stencil. The stone is
blasted with carborundum sand, which cuts away the stone

For blasting, the stones are placed in a small blasting
room, which is lined with rubber. The operator works from
the outside looking in at his work through a screen. The
special sand is filtered back into the tank where it can be
used over again. It is an expensive product and can’t be
wasted.
The stones come already finished and shaped, although
for special orders the Guinn’s would shape the stone by
hand and also polish it. The Black stones come from South
Africa and some red stones from Sweden and Finland.
Many of the stones now come from quarries in Canada and
the United States. Stones were usually ordered by specific
shapes and sizes, by the truckload.

Jim and Bill Guinn, April 12, 1984
The tall, narrow, square stones are seldom seen
anymore. They were bought in the early days by settlers
who wanted several generations interred in the same family
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In 1990, Argyle persuaded Elizabeth that they should
try selling to others and try to help them. They bought six
bottles of herbal products, registered their business, and
advertised. They found some of their days became very
long as people came early and late at night. Gradually, as
more products were bought and sold, Argyle had to install
shelves, etc. In 1996, they moved downtown to the newlybuilt Hamilton Square and business slowly improved.
Health meetings were held, and for a few years, a massage
therapist from Brandon worked out of their shop.
In 2001, Herbs for Health moved again! This time they
joined the Neepawa Chiropractic Centre at 487 Mountain
Avenue. At Dr. Mark Perrett’s suggestion the Neepawa
Health Group was formed. Argyle and Elizabeth added
a variety of products to their store. In addition to herbal
products, vitamins and minerals, they also stock health
books, herbal teas, juices, cosmetics, cleaning products
and organic grains, nuts, gluten-free foods – flour, pasta,
snacks, etc. They also mail orders.

plot and each side would be reserved for a different generation. Today, family stones are usually reserved for one or
two names and their centre of gravity is nearer the ground
and they do not topple over like the old tall stones did.
There are, no doubt, many people who remember the
Guinn Bros. plant and glanced at it as they passed, but
never went inside. They also probably noticed the old
wooden tri-pod type crane that stood at the south end of
the building not realizing that it has stood the heat and
cold and faithfully did its job for 80 years.
The original Guinn Bros. plant is now gone having
been sold out of the family in 1984. The new owners
retained the company name and moved the operation one
block north of the original site.

HARRIS PHARMACY
Submitted by Art Harris, Sr.
The pioneer pharmacists of Neepawa were Mr. C.W.
Herrell and Mr. W. Young. Mr. Herrell graduated in 1891
and Mr. Young in 1899.
Harris Pharmacy is located in the building where Mr.
Herrell probably established his pharmacy around 1891.
He was succeeded by Mr.Young, who operated the business
until 1911 when it was taken over by Mr. T.G. Murphy.
Mr. Murphy graduated from the Manitoba College of
Pharmacy in 1911.
Mr. Murphy was elected to the House of Commons for
the Constituency of Neepawa in 1925 and again in 1930.
In 1938, Mr. Francis P. Hole became associated with
the business and it continued under the name of Murphy
and Hole.
In 1959, Art Harris was engaged by Mr. and Mrs.
Hole to manager Murphy and Hole for one year. On Jan.
1, 1960, the pharmacy became Harris Pharmacy.
Art Harris continued to operate the business until
1990 when Kevin Harris succeeded as manager. Kevin
has continued to manage and now owns the business. The
50th anniversary of Harris Pharmacy will be in 2010.

Argyle and Elizabeth attended health conferences
regularly. They appreciated the friendship and support of
the many loyal customers from the surrounding areas.
Argyle took an active part in their business until his illness
and passing in 2004.
Elizabeth still owns “Herbs for Health” and enjoys
everyone who comes in to shop, chat, or share laughs and
tears. God bless everyone for their many kindnesses!

HERBS FOR HEALTH
HYMIE THE HAIRCUTTER

Submitted by Elizabeth Sneesby

Submitted by Grant Hurrell
Argyle and Elizabeth Sneesby started “Herbs for
Health” as a home-based business in May 1990. Their
venture actually began in 1988 when they went to see
a health practitioner (pharmacist-herbalist-iridologist) in
Winnipeg. Elizabeth had health problems for many years
so they decided to try a more natural approach. They
followed the advice of this practitioner - eliminated some
foods from their diet and began trying herbal products
and vitamins.

Grant” Hymie” Hurrell started his barbershop in the
front office of Matheson’s Furniture on Hamilton Street
in June, 1988. He continued at that location until April of
1995, when a fire destroyed the building. He re-opened on
Mountain Avenue, beside the Bamboo Restaurant, a shop
which had housed a barbershop in the past.
Two former barbers were great mentors to Hymie:
Doug Anderson and Frank Reid.
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RECOLLECTIONS FROM THE LAST
MILLENNIUM

related that “Papa Kerr” had little insurance himself, on
the general store he and Mr. Adney Graham leased in the
original Opera House building, called the Jubilee Block
and owned by the Neepawa Realty Company.

Submitted by John Kerr

STAGED AROUND THE PREVIOUS JUBILEE
BUILDING 1892 AND THE EXISTING EMPIRE
BLOCK AND ROXY THEATRE ON THE SAME
SITE

Empire Block and Opera House
Mr. Graham might have held the insurance as a silent
financial backer. Among the principal officers and shareholders of the Realty Company were J.J. Hamilton, first
mayor of Neepawa; J.A. Davidson a prominent merchant
and provincial politician, James Howden, barrister and
also prominent member of Rodmond Roblin cabinet, John
Wemyss, solicitor and paternal grandfather to Margaret
Laurence, and a chairman of the schoolboard, J.A. Clare,
another pioneer merchant and a former municipal mayor
and councillor, and quite a few other prominent local
personages. Mr. Hamilton kept the records for the Realty
Company as the long-time Secretary-Treasurer of the
Company dating back to at least 1892 for the Jubilee Block
and from 1907 for the Empire Block. The ledgers and
minutes indicate a number of tenants occupied the ground
floor of both of these buildings. Kerr’s store occupied the
center block initially and around 1912 or later, started to
expand into both the center and west sections on two floors
selling groceries, footwear, yard goods and clothing, flooring and other items. Among the remaining business records
were provincial licenses to sell general insurance for Mr.
Kerr in 1923 and 1924. I think Mr. Hamilton conducted
a similar insurance business for Neepawa Realty Co. The
Kerr family began to acquire shares in the Neepawa Realty
Company around 1920 but Mr. J.J. Hamilton seems to
have been among the shareholders up to the late 1930’s
and I recall seeing him at work or at least attending to
property business with my father and uncle when I was a
small lad about that time in their office. When he lived on
Third Avenue he was a charitable spectator at our vacant
lot football scrimmages and a great encouragement to my
attempts as a tight end receiver and sometime punter into
the windows of a neighbor’s garage. Mr. Hamilton lived in
the home at 153 Mill Street until it was sold to my uncle,
Frederick Howard Kerr. That house is now owned by the
Jack Pich family.

John C. Kerr, 2000

John Kerr, grandfather of John C. Kerr
Extracted from notes made August, 1997 by John
Clarence Kerr in examining notes made from business
and personal ledgers from John Kerr and Co., Neepawa
Realty Co. and items from grandparents and parents estate
papers:
A history photo of excavation underway for the
construction of a building for John Kerr business in
Neepawa after the original building was razed by fire on
Hamilton Street in Neepawa, circa 1905 or 1906. The
caption below the photo published in Banner of Aug. 4th,
1997 suggests that John Kerr (my grandfather) was the
developer. It would seem more likely that a syndicate of
shareholders in the Neepawa Realty Co. Ltd. Incorporation
in 1905 that did not include John Kerr, were developing the
project. No doubt it was assumed that he would become
a principal tenant although our family’s oral history
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About 1932 when economic downturn from the Great
Depression had serious impact on the Kerr business groceries were discontinued. The emporium was reduced in area
back to the original 2000 sq ft of the centre block, the west
side was rented to a café and a radio shop. The second
floor was renovated into four large residential apartments,
a hair salon plus one smaller apartment. Howden’s Law
Office remained in the east block and the other side of
that section was rented to Richardsons for selling grain
futures. I think it was called a “bucket shop”. My father
and uncle replaced the 1920’s low-pitched metal roof with
a built-up tar and gravel system in 1942. The contractor,
Bill Clyde, no doubt with Frank McLachlan, the masonry
sub-contractor removed the large stone marked with the
Empire Block name and date in the central parapet, lowering the front façade on the central portion to conform with
that on the east and west front.

C.V. Kerr at the airport
In the settlement of the John Kerr estate, or sometime prior to his early death at age 59 in April 1927; an
arrangement was made with the Mortgage Company to
split the title leaving the present theater portion of the
building to the Mortgage Company. The Neepawa Realty
Company Ltd. would retain the three sections to the west
of the theatre debt-free. Prior to the subdivision, my father
Clarence Kerr had managed a movie theatre and theatrical playhouse somewhat profitably in the days of silent
films. They had a piano player hired to play background
music while the film played with sub-titles. The subdivision seems to have taken place around 1927. Originally
considered all one building the four sections had solid
brick walls dividing them. They were connected by basement doors, something like the fabled subterranean corridors in the city of Moose Jaw. The Empire block passage
to the theatre basement was large enough to accommodate
hand trucks to carry goods to a cash and carry bulk grocery
(4 ft. wide) in the theatre basement. That was too soon for
the times and the cellar was let out for a bowling alley and
miniature indoor golf business.

Tour bus organized by Clarence Kerr, 1933

Neepawa Anniversary 1933
My grandfather opened his first business, “Kerr &
Graham” on this site in 1897, after the dry goods business
he had managed for Mr. J.A. Davidson for about a decade
was sold to John Brown of Russell. Mr. Adney Graham,
a farmer and financial person of the district, supplied the
capital and remained a partner until fire razed the Jubilee
Block on that site in December 1905. After the fire my
grandfather went on the road as a manufacturers agent with
Mr. J.E. Walker of Lachute, Quebec selling imported yard
goods throughout the west until a new building was ready
for him to resume business on his own as John Kerr & Co.
I haven’t been able to establish the precise date when this
business began but it would seem to be between 1907 and

Clarence Victor Kerr, 1910
Neepawa Curler of Promise?
Notice the wooden rocks.
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1910. The family also took over the Opera House from the
Brooker brothers Cliff and Bertrand. Bertand later became
famous, winning at least one Governor-General’s prize
for his novels and attained even greater fame as an artist,
his paintings still enjoy some regard in international art
circles. My father was involved in the theater business
from 1918 to 1926. He never lost his attraction to the
shows that played at the Opera house. At community carnivals, he often played the community clown especially on
skates, jumping barrels etc. often with disastrous results,
sometimes laid up sorely bruised or sprained for a day or
two afterward. His acquaintance with the Mallabar theatrical supply business made it possible to acquire a basement
room full of discarded costumes from Winnipeg theater
productions. The children of the community even for years
after his death in 1963, continued to seek costumes from
the tattered remnants of his once treasured collection.
Some of the more presentable items were donations from
the estates of early Neepawa families. A number of them
are still on display in the Beautiful Plains Museum. Most
of the more elaborate ladies outfits would suggest that
before the turn of the century the women were anorexic
or endured remarkable cruel corsets!

John Kerr & Co. Ltd.
1930’s or early 1940s
Accompanying documents from the Land Titles Office,
Portage La Prairie advise that no registration appears against
the names of John A. Davidson, Jonathan J. Hamilton,
Sophia Davidson, William Currie and Fanny Richardson
up to the 8th of October 1889 in the Registration Division
of Beautiful Plains except for an assignment from J.A.
Davidson and J.J. Hamilton to R.T. Riley, manager for
W.E. Sanford Co. January 13, 1885,
Judgment for $389.28 in favor of John Crawford
against Davidson and Hamilton Co. Ltd. May 12, 1885.
– P. of A. (Power of Attorney?) from Sophia A.
Davidson to J.A. Davidson July 19, 1886.
– P. of A. from R.T. Riley to J.A. Davidson Ltd.
September 10, 1886.
– P.of A. from J.A. Davidson to J.J. Hamilton Ltd.
January 10, 1883.
– Registrar’s Oath of Office by William Currie Ltd.
April 25, 1883.
One might venture to surmise that the above parties
were concerned with the subdivision of land described
during that period.
Other documents describe mortgages taken by Coralie
Crisp of Winnipeg, later described as Coralie Harmer
from Fanny Richardson and by Canada Permanent Loan
& Savings Co. from Fanny Richardson and Joshua C.
Richardson. A later transaction took a mortgage by Coralie
Crisp from Fanny Richardson, widow (witnessed by Walter
Catell Richardson, bank clerk) in September 1899.
A Deed of Land of the property from Fanny Richardson
to John Kerr, merchant March 15, 1900, witnessed by
Delbert Thurston clerk and the commissioner was J.
Howden, for $2,300.00 and accepting a mortgage of
$1100.00 to Coralie Crisp.
Sometime in the 1920’s a brick veneer annex was built
on the rear of the original house. After John Kerr’s death
in 1927, his widow sold the house to her son Clarence
Kerr and Constance Kerr in 1929. Constance Kerr was still
residing in the house in 1983.

Empire Block replacing window – May, 1988
Mr. Hamilton’s ledger for the Realty Company
recorded the variety of show troupes, evangelists, political rallies and famous lecturers that edified and entertained
the people in the theater in those times. At one time my
grandfather thought he could sell bulk groceries in a cash
and carry operation from the basement of the theatre.
RESEARCH AFFECTING THE “KERR HOUSE”
500 Mountain Avenue, Town of Neepawa and the
subdivision of D.G.S. of SW 1/4 33-14-15 West into Lots
1, 2 and 3 Block A Plan 1878 and later a portion of York
Street.
September 27, 1889, Lots 1, 2 and 3 from the office of
John Weymss, Attorney-at-Law, Neepawa, a deed of land
from William Currie to Fanny Richardson, wife of Joshua
Cattew Richardson, bricklayer of Winnipeg, for $130.00.
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KINLEY THOMSON CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS INC.

To understand how the Lily Nook came to be, one has
to be aware of the events that led up to the business being
formed. This all had its start over forty years ago. At that
time, I was a building contractor and owned Strohman
Construction. We built homes, farm and commercial buildings, as well as home renovations, cabinets and store renovations in the Neepawa and surrounding area. I needed a
hobby that I could turn to so that I could relax and unwind
at the end of the day and on the weekends. As I had grown
up on a farm, a large vegetable and fruit orchard was a
necessity of which I was the custodian weed eradicator. Also, as my grandmother and grandfather Strohman
enjoyed a vast perennial garden, I was made acquainted
with the flowers and their plant names. Logically, I turned
to gardening as a hobby. Thus, I would peruse the seed
and plant catalogs to see what I could grow. I became
enamored with the beautiful pictures of the lilies and
would order some bulbs. They arrived a little dried out
but I would plant them and they might give me a bloom
or two the first year, but nothing appeared the second year.
They were supposed to be perennials and I had seen some
lilies in grandmother’s garden so I wondered what in the
world I was doing wrong. In discussing my problem with
Alice Moger at a horticultural meeting, she said “Barrie,
those are oriental lilies and are not fully hardy for the
prairies”. Alice, who was a teacher and who had tutored
our children, graciously invited me to her lily garden and
in a space the size of the back yard of a city lot there were
lilies of all heights, sizes and colors. Years ago she had
obtained some early or old lilies from Skinner and Porter
along with some of the Isabella Preston hybrids. From
these few lilies, she had crossed, back crossed, and crossed
their progeny which produced a veritable feast for my eyes.
“You can do this also,” she said. Then the idea hit me, for
here could be the hobby for which I was searching. I had
taken a genetic course during my days at the University
of Manitoba and had the basic information that I would
require. So, I purchased a few lily varieties to observe how
they grew, to see which the stronger ones were and to see
which ones did well in our prairie climate and conditions.
The next year I got a few more, then a few more, until now
I have over two thousand named varieties with which I
can use in my hybridizing work. It was fortunate that my
father left me the farm at Hallboro where I had been born.
It was here that we started planting out the lilies as well
as the two to three thousand seedlings a year that were the
result of my hybridizing efforts.
In 1972, we bought my grandfather’s house and moved
it to the six acre property that we had purchased from
Jim Farough. This was on Highway #5 and was two and
a half miles (four kilometers) south of Neepawa. Here
we renovated and modernized the home and started to
landscape. We moved our family from town that fall and
named our property “The Nook”. My great grandfather on

Kinley Thomson Chartered Accountants Inc. began
its Neepawa office in December of 1990 under the name
“Kenneth R. Kinley, CA”. Ken Kinley had recently
purchased the income tax return preparation business of
Odile Simon, as a base to expand his chartered accountant
practice. The Neepawa office was started to run in tandem
with Ken’s Gladstone office. Lorraine Hockin became the
office manager at that time. The first office was A-442
Mountain Avenue in the Victory Block (now Hymie, the
Haircutter’s shop) and moved to its present location at
A-287 Hamilton Street, in the Kerr Block, on Jan. 15,
1991. The office was temporarily moved to D-225 Ellen
Street (now Dr. Ong’s office) in April 1994, after suffering water and smoke damage from the fire that destroyed
Matheson’s Furniture next door.
Ian A. Thomson began his career with the firm on Jan.
2, 1999 as a CA student. Ian became a chartered accountant on Nov. 4, 2001. The name of the firm was changed
to Kinley Thomson Chartered Accountants Inc. on Oct.
1, 2003, when Ian became a partner. Ian became the sole
owner of the firm on Oct. 1, 2007, when Ken Kinley semiretired.
Kinley Thomson Chartered Accountants Inc. has
based its success on the professionalism and dedication
of the staff. The current staff is as follows: Ian and Cherie
Thomson (since 1999), Ken and Gail Kinley and Lorraine
Hockin (since 1990), Patricia Evans (since 1994), Lorraine
Cavers (since 1998) and Myrna Denbow (since 2004).

THE LILY NOOK
Submitted by Barrie Strohman

The original house at the Lily Nook after it was moved
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Since the first catalog Nigel now designs all aspects of
each years offerings. He also has developed his own web
site and offers lilies for sale on the internet. The Lily Nook
has expanded parking areas and has erected washrooms
and sales area for the many visitors. In the growing fields,
drip irrigation has been installed so that first or prime quality bulbs are produced. The growing fields are open to the
public for viewing for the bloom period in July.

my mother’s side owned property in Scotland called “The
Nook” and I was in line to inherit it. However, grandfather
Fleming sold it, so in order to keep a bit of history alive we
called our home “The Nook”. In due course as the business
evolved, it became known as “The Lily Nook”.
Because of my collection of lilies and because of
the growing interest in lilies, many people would stop
in to view them till we had cars lined up and down the
highway on lily weekends. It was at this time in 1990
that I retired from construction and looked forward to
relaxing among the lilies. A change was in the offing for
Strohman Construction as Nigel did not want to continue
in the building business. At the time of my retirement,
Nigel had purchased the name Yellowhead Nurseries from
Ron and Lorna Elliott and moved it into our building on
highway #16. He erected a greenhouse and proceeded
to sell bedding plants, perennials, trees and shrubs and
garden supplies.
At this time, my brother-in-law, Raymond McAllister
phoned from England with the words, “It’s about time
you did something about those lilies”. A family conference took place. As I was now retired, it was decided that
Nigel would take on this project. Thus, the Lily Nook
as a business was formed. Ray came over from England
and he and Nigel sat down and designed the first catalog.
They found a printer, Leech’s Printing of Brandon, and
had 4000 catalogs printed. These were mailed out to folks
belonging to lily societies. The format of the catalog has
remained the same except the content has increased. This
is a mail order catalog and is the only one of its kind in
Canada that offers lilies.
The first year we shipped into every province in Canada
as well as the Yukon and the Northwest Territories. Also,
in the first year of business, we shipped to every state in
United States. Sales have been expanded to overseas so
that our bulbs are shipped to many countries. In time, the
lily business grew to the point where Nigel sold the Garden
Centre and increased capacity for lily production and sales
at the Lily Nook. Because of the increased demand for
lilies, the business was expanded to have cold storage
capacity and the growing fields have been increased to ten
acres. With the cold storage and with the import of newer
varieties, we now have the ability to ship both in the spring
and the fall. Nigel has five workers hired for the summer
months for planting, weeding and digging of bulbs. Nigel,
Joyce and I look after the packaging and shipping of about
2000 orders a year, about equally divided between spring
and fall mailings. The Canadian Food Inspection Agency
inspects the growing fields when the lilies are in bloom
and inspects all shipment of bulbs destined overseas and
to the United States issuing phytosanitary certificates for
these orders. The business is now entering its fourteenth
season.

The Lily fields
Because the Lily Nook has become a tourist attraction,
we now have up to 10,000 people visiting here from July
to mid August to see the lilies in bloom and to see which
ones that they might order. As a result of demand, we now
pot up over 4000 lilies that people take home to plant out
or enjoy seeing them bloom in pots. Tour bus companies
bring in numerous bus loads of people to see the lilies
so bus parking has been expanded to accommodate three
buses at a time and of course, making our summers quite
busy. My wife Joyce, along with our daughter Corinne,
manages a Lily Gift Shoppe and Canteen. They offer many
unique lily gifts and souvenirs for visitors to purchase as
a gift or remembrance. The canteen offers cold drinks and
ice cream treats for sale.
I still have remained retired and look after the hybridizing and research part of the business, officially known
as the resident hybridizer.
Three years after the Lily Nook opened its doors,
during our busy time when there was a lot of activity, a
lady from Neepawa, Eleanor Nicholson, came out and was
amazed to see all the activity and the interest in the lilies.
She said to me, “Barrie, every town in Manitoba seems to
have a festival, why couldn’t Neepawa have a lily festival.”
I said, “Go for it”, and she did. But that’s another story.
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M & R RANCH HOUSE

Don Devries, a member of the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police patrolled the Western and Parkland regions
of Manitoba. His dream was to build a motor hotel somewhere in that region when he retired. After much discussion with his wife Shirley, Riding Mountain was chosen as
the town in which to build this motor hotel. Construction
began in 1986 with a local contractor Unger Construction.
Don and Shirley have many fond memories of some of the
activities that took place under their ownership. They also
speak about many friendships that they made during their
eight year stay – 1987-1995.

Ray and Martha Minkus
In 1999, Ray and Martha Minkus purchased the Riding
Mountain Inn as their retirement project. At that time, the
name was changed to M & R Ranch House. Although
Martha did not originally come from this area, they did a
lot of visiting in the area. Ray has many fond memories of
this area. He was born in Neepawa and raised in Springhill,
then lived in Glenella for three years; took his schooling in
Iroquis, Neepawa, Glenella and his religion in Polonia and
Neepawa. He worked with his uncles in Riding Mountain,
Birnie and Eden. So when they moved back to Riding
Mountain it was nice to reacquaint with the people from
his youth, school, church, community ball games, etc.

In 1995, a German couple from Shilo purchased the
Riding Mountain Inn from Don and Shirley. He was a chef
out of the Canadian Armed Forces Base. They have now
moved back to Germany.
Ray spent 30 years with Canada Post as a letter carrier
and Martha with Consumers Drug Mart. Both were very
active in the church and community of Narol, (the commu103

Halloween parties: some of the costumes will be memories forever – like the 6 foot 2 inch, 300 pound man that
became a 4 foot Mexican by walking on his knees. We
remember the 24 year old girl from Australia that lived
with us on the way to Wasagaming for her triathlon. We
asked her if she wanted to rest in her room after her trip or
would she like to come into our suite and visit. She talked
for hours about her country and herself. We remember
the birthday party the family put on for their father and
grandfather with many of the grandchildren entertaining
on their instruments. Other special times included family
reunions, playing ball and miniature golf, and our smog’s
with the many local entertainers that came out to share
their talent with many in attendance.

nity they moved from) near Lockport, MB. Ray was in
municipal politics for six years in the RM of St. Clements.
They also operated a hobby farm with many different
animals and showed their quarter and Appaloosa horses
at local fairs and clubs with their daughters Karen and
Shanlee. After retiring from Canada Post, Martha and Ray
managed a regional park in Craik, SK and Red Boin Boat
Club in Winnipeg. Not wanting to retire 100%, they took
on the M & R Ranch House Motor Hotel, running the
restaurant, beverage room, VLT, beer vendor and rooms
(4 rentals and 2 bedroom apartments). The building was
built to accommodate wheelchair customers with an 1100
square foot suite off a 4 ½ foot hallway. The utility, kitchen
and eating area are also very comfortable with approximate
size of 1,176 square feet and the large banquet room is
approximately 1,680 square feet. There is also a part basement that the houses two furnaces, air exchanger and hot
water tanks. This building sits on an approximate four acre
lot with a creek running on the north side of the property.
To the west is #5 highway and south is a municipal road.
The motel has approximately a 500 foot frontage.
Riding Mountain gets its name from the beautiful
range of mountains which can be seen to the west as you
drive north on Highway #5 from Neepawa. The mountain
range became known as Riding Range and later as Fort
Dauphin Mountain. The community is located in the western region of Manitoba with the Parkland region located
to the north. This area is known throughout the world as
one of nature’s masterpieces.
The beauty of this area brings many people here to
live. This is probably what drew us back.

MAYOR EQUIPMENT LTD.

The Case-International Harvester Dealership originated in Neepawa as a company-owned store which then
hired its own manager to run the store. The store was
located on #5 Highway to begin and then moved into the
#16 Highway location in approximately 1974. There was
a succession of managers up until 1990 when Case IH
decided to sell the stores and convert them to privately
owned dealerships.
At that time Norm Mayor, who owned the Case IH
Dealership in Gladstone, decided to make the move to
Neepawa and buy the dealership here. He became the first
private owner of the Case IH business in Neepawa, bringing all of his Gladstone staff with him as well as retaining
the entire Neepawa staff.
Norm continued to build the dealership, making many
changes along the way. The existing building was updated
in several ways, with the largest expansion being the shop
area, where he expanded to 17,000 square feet to accommodate the growing need for room to service the equipment he was selling. In 1991, Norm was named Dealer of
the Year by the Case-IH Corporation.

These are very memorable experiences even as a
retirement project.
Martha and Ray operated the motor hotel for 4 years.
We now run this as the M & R Bed and Breakfast and
Banquet facility. It has now run into an eight year retirement project for us, which we do enjoy, with many memories of great times with great people and meeting people
from all over the world. We have had great times at our
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Realizing their staff-to-partner ratio was askew; the
partners in Horne Finlayson Murray quickly saw the value
of merging with Meyers Norris Penny when the idea arose
at a Brandon income tax course. The merger deal went
through in 1973, and George, Jim, and Dave became MNP
partners.
Just as the changes brought on by the merger were
being absorbed, disaster struck the Neepawa office. In
January 1974, when everyone from MNP was out of the
office, upstairs tenants who shared the building noticed
smoke seeping from the MNP space. Jim and George were
attending a local function when they received word of
the blaze, and they rushed over to witness the end of the
fire.
Though no one was hurt, the office was severely
damaged: office doors were burned right to the top; files
were singed and sometimes blackened; mail on top of
Jim’s desk was “black as night.” Jim recalls that “the envelopes were brittle, but inside, the letters could still be read.”
Miraculously, the office did not lose any records, although
most paperwork suffered smoke damage.
Unflappable, the Neepawa team resumed operations
practically the next day. Temporary office space was set up
in the basement of a nearby medical clinic, with Styrofoam
sheets from a local lumberyard serving as makeshift office
partitions. Cement blocks and boards were fashioned into
shelving, and staff spent the next few weeks pulling files
apart, keeping only the most important records and shredding everything else. In the fall of 1974, MNP moved into
a newly renovated office in a former liquor store on First
Avenue.
Shortly after the fire, George and Dave both moved
to Brandon, leaving Jim as the sole partner in Neepawa,
improving the staff-to-partner ratio in that location. In
1988, MNP merged with another Neepawa firm, Johnson
& Glennie, which had been formed in the mid-1970s when
Keith Glennie became a partner in Grant Johnson’s already
established practice in Minnedosa. In 1978 they opened an
office in Neepawa, and in the early 1980s added a part-time
operation in Brandon. Grant joined the Neepawa office
after the merger, and Marvin Beaumont, a current MNP
partner, managed the day-to-day operations of the parttime Minnedosa office. Neepawa housed thirteen full-time
and seasonal team members in 2006.

In 2002, Norm made the decision to retire and the
dealership was then bought by his son Doss Mayor. Doss
kept the business growing and branched out into some
extra equipment lines as well. While he tried his hand
at selling McCormick, Massey-Ferguson and Hesston,
these lines were not kept. However, such lines as Morris,
MacDon, Buhler (Allied) and Degelman were found to
be more compatible with our current business and have
become permanent fixtures in our sales line. Doss continues to operate the business with a staff of 25 employees.

MEYERS AUCTIONS and APPRAISALS
Meyers Auctions and Appraisals commenced business in Arden, MB in 2000 conducting its first sale in
Neepawa. The business has grown steadily with the help
of dedicated parents, family members and friends. Ken
and Chris Waddell, previous area auctioneers (and as
the Meyers would later discover, previous owners of the
McCamis house) continue to assist with local auctions.
Meyers Auctions has expanded to include antique, household, acreage and farm sales throughout the central region
of Manitoba. Brad is a volunteer with the Arden Fire
Department, auctions for charity and fundraising events
throughout Manitoba and has worked with numerous
community service groups and preservation societies over
the years.

MEYERS NORRIS PENNY – NEEPAWA
The Neepawa office took root when George Horne
Sr. set up his own chartered accountant practice in 1954.
With his wife doing the typing, George worked as a sole
practitioner until hiring Jim Finlayson in 1957 as his first
CA student. Gradually, the team picked up clients including owner managed businesses, auto dealerships, potato
growers, hospitals, school districts, farms, and retailers in
Neepawa, Carberry, and Gladstone.
In 1967, Jim obtained his CA designation, and in
1968 he entered into partnership with George as Horne
Finlayson & Co. By this time, the firm employed three
staff and seasonal tax help in addition to the two partners.
Dave Murray became the third partner in the early 1970s,
and the firm was renamed Horne Finlayson Murray &
Co.
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MURRAY’S OF NEEPAWA

Commerce and secretary-treasurer of the Neepawa United
Way.
Murray’s of Neepawa and the Murray family look
forward to being a part of the Town of Neepawa for many
years to come.

Submitted by Rick Murray

MYRA’S LADIES AND MEN’S WEAR
1983-2006

Earl Murray launched Murray’s Garage in 1932 when
he was awarded the General Motors’ contract for the
sale and service of Pontiac and Buick automobiles. He
managed this ever expanding business for 32 years with the
assistance of his brother, Victor and many loyal employees, including Sture Forsman and his three sons, Ron,
Doug and Don and Ron LeBoutillier and Bill Dimmery in
service. Peter Cottingham and Jack Johnson were in sales,
and Jim Collier and Dave LeBoutillier in parts. Many of
this staff remained with Murray’s Garage when Earl and
Margaret’s only son, Gerald, took over the leadership of
the company which was renamed Murray’s of Neepawa
in 1964.
Both Earl and Gerald and their wives, Margaret (nee
McIntosh) and Doris (nee Harrison) were active in many
community, church, and provincial organizations. They
raised their families in Neepawa and were strong supporters and contributors to the town’s growth and development.
After graduating with honours from the Northwood
Institute for Automotive Merchandising in 1981, Rick,
youngest son of Gerald and Doris, became the general
sales manager for Murray’s, a position he occupied until
1992 when he assumed the role of president, upon his
dad’s passing.
In 1994, Murray’s of Neepawa purchased the ChevroletOldsmobile dealership and became authorized as a 4 line
General Motors’ dealer.
Rick took on broader responsibilities in the automobile industry when he became president of the General
Motors Good Wrench Service Board, representing dealers
from Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Northern Ontario at
several national meetings. He has also made contributions
to the Town of Neepawa by assuming roles as president
of the Lions Club, treasurer of the Neepawa Chamber of

Myra’s Ladies Wear was launched in October, 1983
in the back 800 square feet of Ebner’s Men’s Wear on the
north east corner of Mountain and Hamilton. Along with
(silent?) partner and husband Dave, Myra (Howe) Bennet
began her dream of a small dress boutique. Myra’s first
employee was Jeannie Smith of Neepawa.
As business progressed successfully, Myra kept
expanding her stock, drawing customers from surrounding towns and communities.
In April, 1986, Myra and Dave had the opportunity to
purchase this building located at 263 Hamilton Street, a
cornerstone downtown landmark, which was built in the
1890s. At that time, Myra rented out the front of the store
to Robert’s Men’s Wear and a portion of the basement to
the Kid’s Kloset.
In October, 1989, Myra’s expanded, taking over most
of the 3000 sq. ft. building, and became known as Myra’s
Ladies and Men’s Wear. It was officially opened on Oct.
25, 1989 by Mayor Homer Gill. Soon after Jan Bailey and
Bernice Baker moved their We Care Health Services business to the premises. In 1991, Dr. Terry Tkachyk rented
space in the basement to re-establish his dental office to
Neepawa.
Myra had 23 successful hardworking fun filled years in
the retail clothing business. Tuxedo rentals were some of her
most enjoyable experiences, providing memorable stories,
particularly high school graduations. The young guys and
girls as well as their parents were always so excited and
overwhelmed at how “handsome they all looked in their
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staff members were: Publisher Chris Waddell; Editor and
ad salesperson Ken Waddell; reporter Mike Waddell, and
production was done by Naomi Wiebe (Waddell). As the
paper grew, Leona Beaumont and Ken Szapko came on
board for production and bookkeeping. Gary Reidle joined
to help with ad sales.
In 1993 the Neepawa Banner expanded into Rivers
with the establishment of the Rivers Banner. For a short
period Ken and Chris owned and operated a third newspaper, the Hamiota Banner 1992-1995.
Very quickly public demand for the paper rose and the
circulation area was expanded over the years. By 2007,
the Neepawa Banner had grown its circulation to over
11,000 copies. It is currently one of the largest circulation
weeklies in rural Manitoba and the largest rural weekly in
Western Manitoba.
In 1990, the Banner moved to 272 Hamilton Street
and later in the ’90s to 275 Hamilton Street in Hamilton
Square (currently the Town of Neepawa office). In 1998
the paper once again moved, this time to its current home
at 243 Hamilton Street. The larger location allowed the
paper to expand its services in sales of office supplies.
Currently, they have a full-time staff of seven and several
part time staff.
The Neepawa Banner is a community paper that
believes in three key ingredients, local news, good advertising and a strong editorial content. In the pursuit of these
goals, the Banner has won numerous Manitoba Community
Newspapers Association awards. It was awarded best in
class in 1997, 1998, and 1999.

tuxes”. Weddings were another retail experience, which led
to many laughs and pitfalls, particularly one time when a
white tux was returned by bus in a battery box.
Myra always tried to cater to the community by having
a wide range of stock. Some of the well known lines
carried included Koret, Alia, French Dressing, Leslie Belle,
Softworks, Third Dimension, Kelsey Trail, Stanfields, Leo
Chevalier, and many more.
Myra was always a strong member of the Neepawa
Chamber of Commerce, spending many years as a chamber
director. She was also a president of the Retail Merchants
Association and an ardent town promoter.
As a service to the community, Myra made space for
sewing notions after The Silver Thimble closed. Myra’s
was also known as “Ticket Central”, the place to get your
tickets for Kaleidoscope, Whitemud Comedy, Roxy passes
and many other concerts and town events.
She was very fortunate to have had excellent staff over
the years. Long-term staff included Jeannie Smith, Elodie
Dutchak, Darlene Chemerika, Diane Hockin, Ramona
Sparrow, Rita Friesen, Vivian Oswald and Irene Magwood.
Some short-term employees were Jill Baker, Sheri-Lynn
Cook, Megan Kilburn and Brenda Ardron.
In September, 2006, Myra’s was sold to It’s Time
Promotions. The new business still sells fashion ladies
wear along with embroidered corporate wear and other
promotional products.

NEEPAWA BANNER
Submitted by Dean Dietrich

NEEPAWA CREAMERY LTD.
Submitted by Janet Kerkowich
In 1912 a fast-talking promoter from Ontario convinced
a number of citizens and farmers around Neepawa that a
milk plant would be a profitable venture. With the backing of local investors, he organized the Laurentia Milk
Company Limited and contracted with Fusee McFeetors
Co. Ltd. of Neepawa to build a plant at a cost of $22,000
– the plant now known as Neepawa Creamery Ltd. The
plant was designed to produce milk, butter and ice cream,
with milk the feature product – not ordinary milk, but
“sterile” or “long life” milk which would keep without
refrigeration. Local collectors of antiques may wonder
at the thickness and weight of a Laurentia milk bottle in
their possession; its sturdiness was necessary to withstand
the processing of the aseptic milk which the Laurentian
management planned to sell to steamship lines. But the
advent of mechanical refrigeration at this time combined
with a decidedly inadequate milk supply and extravagant
management, sent the new firm into receivership owing
$46,000 after thirteen months of operation. The Fusee

On Oct. 29, 1989, The Neepawa Banner was first
published. The first press run of 3000 copies was distributed by Canada Post to the Town of Neepawa and surrounding villages.
The Banner was located in the Moyer Dental building
on Mountain, and employed a staff of four. The original
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and Dennis were also on staff. Long-term employees of
note were Peter Mogensen, Percy Edkins, Neil Boyle,
Gladys Beard, Louise McLean, Hazel Reilly, Bob Reichel,
Irene (McHale) Kerr and Lyle North, plant foreman. E.P.
Boyle, turned 95 in January, 1982, retained a lively interest
in the business - one of the few independent creameries
operating at that time.

McFeetors Company took possession of the building on
a builder’s lien.
In August of 1916, E. P. Boyle, operator-owner of
the creamery in Shellmouth, near Russell, purchased
the building and commenced operation of the Neepawa
Creamery & Produce Company, manufacturing butter
and ice cream. The local citizenry warned Mr. Boyle that
he would “go broke” since this was wheat country. But,
procuring a churn of 50 lb. capacity and working as the
firm’s sole employee during the winter months of 1916
and 1917, Mr. Boyle was able to keep operating in the
face of cream receipts totalling nine to fifteen cans weekly.
Summer saw cream receipts increase sufficiently to justify
the employment of a skilled butter – ice cream maker. With
conservative management and long work hours (such as
sixty to seventy hours weekly), the business grew, keeping pace with greater interest in milking. Cream cheques
were increasingly relied upon to buy groceries. When Mr.
Boyle imported two carloads of young bred dairy cows
from Ontario for distribution among local farmers, dairy
production was stimulated during depression years.
By 1932 the plant’s butter production exceeded one
million pounds annually and Neepawa Velvet Ice Cream
was being shipped by rail to nearby towns and to points
as far as Binscarth and Bowsman. Until the early thirties
80% of cream receipts came by train from areas as distant
as Swan River, Rorketon, Angusville, Katrime, Beulah and
Westbourne. In 1923, Fred Clark began the first creamtruck route, and rail service was gradually supplanted by
trucks calling at the farms. Today 98% of cream receipts
are picked up by truck.
Major plant improvements commenced in 1920 with
the installation of refrigeration equipment. Neepawa’s first
hard-tire Ford truck was purchased in 1918. Successively
larger churns and new ice cream equipment (Manitoba’s
first direct expansion freezer) were installed. Using
the freezer inherited from the Laurentia Company had
involved the daily draying of two tons of block ice by
Melvin Murray for brine and the packing of wooden ice
cream shipping-tubs. By 1955 refrigerated vans were used
to distribute frozen food as well as butter and ice cream
over an area of eighty miles radius.
During the depression years butter sold in carload lots
for 15 cents per pound before deduction of freight charges
to Toronto and Montreal, the principal markets of that era.
Nevertheless, in 1933, Mr. Boyle took over a creamery in
Brandon which was renovated and operated successfully as
Central Creameries by his brother, Neil, until sold twenty
years later.
Another venture was the operation of an egg-grading
department between 1936 and 1967.
The business was incorporated in 1958 with E.P. Boyle
as president, John F. Boyle, vice-president and manager,
and Irene Boyle as secretary-treasurer. Grandsons Terry

UPDATE:
Jack continued to run the Creamery and in 1989 he
completed an arrangement with Schwans, United States
to provide them with ice-cream products for their new
venture into Canada. In 1991, Schwans bought out the
Neepawa Creamery thus ending 75 years of manufacturing
Neepawa Creamery Butter and Velvet Ice Cream.
Jack continued working for Schwans as a part-time
consultant until Apr. 30, 1993, retiring at age 69. Terry
Boyle continued as plant manager until September, 1999,
the date selected by Schwans to cease operations in
Canada. At the time of closure, they were operating sales
depots from Ontario to British Columbia that were selling
ice-cream made in Neepawa and frozen food distributed
from the Neepawa warehouse.

NEEPAWA FURNITURE CENTRE
Submitted by Roy and Joan McGillivray
In 1970, Roy and Joan McGillivray rented the premises at 392 Mountain Avenue from Frank Cera and opened
Neepawa Auction Centre on Aug.15 with one employee,
Stella Grudeski. The store opened with mainly used items
as Roy was still auctioneering and would buy complete
households which were offered for sale in the store. New
items appeared shortly after opening and trades were taken
on new items.
The warehouse built across the back lane was opened
Nov. 16, 1972.
Name brand furniture was starting to appear: General
Electric, Panasonic, Technics, Lazy Boy, RCA, Medallion
and Regal Furniture and bedding, Simmons, Sealy and
many others.
Roy and Joan purchased the store from Frank Cera
in 1973.
By 1974, there were five full time and two part time
employees. The part time employees were school bus drivers who were in town between 9:00 am and 3:00 pm.
In 1975, Roy and Jack Thomas built the stairs to the
upper floor which was renovated for furniture display and
sales. The basement area was renovated in 1976 to display
kitchen tables and chairs.
Roy and Joan rented space next to the Bamboo Garden
in 1977 and opened The Lighthouse. Daughter, Laurie
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Roger and Stacy were very involved in the store during
the nineties. Roger soon became manager and Roy and
Joan retired in 2000.
The business had many franchises over the years:
Link Hardware, Home Hardware, Homeland Furniture
and Merchants Consolidated. VIP was the major buying
group. The name was changed to the Mega Group and is
still the major buying power today.
Neepawa Furniture Centre has had many loyal customers over the years. Roger has had one customer, in particular, who has bought from him for 25 years.

managed this lighting store during holidays and special
events.
1978 was a big year. A new store front was done and
a grand opening was held under the new name, Neepawa
Furniture Centre. The new front and store renovations were
the largest project which the Thomas Brothers had ever
done.

NEEPAWA-GLADSTONE CO-OPERATIVE
LIMITED
A History beginning in 1929
The decade known as the “roaring twenties” was
coming to a close. The Model-T and Model-A cars had
created a new independence in travel. It was the decade
of the flapper and jazz. John Bracken was Premier of
Manitoba. In the fall of 1928, the prairies experienced a
bumper crop of wheat. This created a glut in the market,
wheat prices dropped dramatically and in 1929, our wheat
could not be sold. The stock market had been at an all
time high but in October of 1929, the New York Stock
Exchange crashed. As this crash was being felt around
the world, needless to say, it had a definite effect on the
Toronto Stock Market as well.
In 1929, a 20 oz. loaf of bread sold for .08 cents, a
49 lb. bag of flour for $2.17, 100 lbs of sugar $6.29, 1
lb. of coffee 59 cents, T-bone or sirloin steak .28 cents
a pound. A new Hudson-Essex Challenger car sold for
$840. These prices may seem small but keep in mind that
the monthly wage of 1929 was less than most today are
being paid per hour.
With collapsing prices and increasing costs, a small
group of men from the Eden area decided to fight this
trend. It was their hope to enhance their purchasing power
and thus enable them to carry on doing what they lovednamely farming. This they hoped, could be accomplished
by forming a co-op and encouraging as many other local
farmers as possible to join with them. Perhaps, if these
men had been able to see into the future and the coming
of the “Dirty 30s”, the Neepawa-Gladstone Co-op would
not exist today. What vision and courage these men exhibited.
In March of 1929, with approximately 50 people
in attendance, the idea of forming a co-op to handle
petroleum and other farm needs was discussed. A provisional board was elected with its members being: Alex
D. Kennedy, Allan Arbuckle, George Wm. Potter, W. J.
Greaves, Vincent Grainger, E. Hanlan Turner and Donald
S. Carmichael. By the first of July, 1929, $1,220 in cash

Roy retired from the auction business on Oct. 6, 1979,
twenty years after he had started the service. He now was
able to be at the store full time. Son, Roger had put in
many hours at the store after school and on weekends and
in 1986, he began to work full time.
A big project took place in 1993, when a second story
was added to the warehouse and an adjoining walkway
was added over the back lane. This is believed to be the
only retail space over public property outside the city of
Winnipeg. The old house on First Avenue was demolished
in 1994 to allow the warehouse to be greatly expanded and
increasing the retail space on the second floor.
The red truck, pictured here, was used for deliveries
from 1970 to 2000.
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management and staff who pulled together as a TEAM, the
Co-op came through these tough years and as the saying
goes – “has not looked back”.
Over the years, the co-op has continued to expand
existing buildings, demolish out-dated ones and build
new facilities as dictated by the needs of the membership. However, on Oct. 10, 1990, disaster struck when
the Gladstone Agro Centre was destroyed by fire. This
building was replaced, as soon as possible, by a larger
facility. In 1996, the Neepawa hardware, lumber and agro
departments moved into new facilities on Highway #5
North. The downtown shopping centre in Neepawa saw
a major change in 1997. A new chemical/fertilizer depot,
just west of Gladstone, can now more efficiently serve a
greater area. The organization has opened two new gas
bar/C-stores, one at Gladstone in 2001 and one in Neepawa
in 2004. In the fall of 2006, a 4-bay car and pet wash was
added onto the Neepawa gas bar/C-store facility. Both of
these outlets are proving to be very successful. At present, an amalgamation of facilities is being put into place
to enhance facilities and service at the agro/home centre
on Highway #5 north.
Throughout the years the Co-op has been a community
supporter of programs within its trading area. 4-H groups,
youth training seminars, camperships, hockey, curling,
community development fund and placing co-op education
material into our schools, to list just a few, are on-going
programs which the Co-op is proud to support.
In 1929, the Neepawa Co-op had a staff of two and a
membership of 250. Sales in 1929 reached $12,000 with
savings of $600. Today, the combined staff complement of
the Neepawa-Gladstone Co-op is approximately 110-120
and serves a membership of 6,200 and growing. Sales for
2006 reached $40 million with savings of $2,524,714.
Neepawa-Gladstone Co-op is part of a growing
system of retail co-ops throughout the western provinces. Manitoba has 48 retail co-ops with 225,000 active
members. Federated Co-operatives Ltd. (FCL) which
supply most of the product sold by the local co-ops, maintains a huge refinery, lumber mill, feed plants, food and
hardware product warehouses.
The present general manager Brian Hedley, came
to Neepawa in 1998, and is only the eighth man to hold
this position. The present board consists of president Bob
Wygle, vice-president Bruce Gilmore, executive secretary
Gerald McGowan, directors Bruce Aitken, Muriel Gamey,
Ray Kulbacki, Aleki Tomoniko, John Forke and recording
secretary Dorothy Tegg.
As the local co-op continues to meet the needs of
Neepawa, Gladstone and the surrounding areas, may it
continue to be a vibrant and vital part of the community.

had been raised based on $2,350 worth of shares that had
been subscribed. By the end of July of 1930, the first official board of directors came into being. These members
were Goodwin H. Kilburn, George A. Drysdale, E. Hanlan
Turner, Alex D. Kennedy, Donald S. Carmichael, Bert F.
Davidson and Vincent Grainger. The new board then chose
Goodwin H. Kilburn for president, George A. Drysdale as
vice-president and Vincent Grainger as secretary. The first
general manager appointed to this newly formed operation
was a gentleman by the name of Harry S. Coulter.
The task of getting product and paying for it now
needed to be undertaken. The board executive, requiring
ready cash, made a trip to the bank. Money was needed
to cover some newly ordered fuel storage tanks and some
twine which had “Cash on Delivery” clearly marked on
the carload. A loan was obtained BUT only after getting
signatures from each director guaranteeing repayment of
this loan.
Over the coming years, many changes took place. In
1944, the membership approved the expansion of services
to include grocery products. This venture proved unsuccessful and was closed in 1950. Perhaps the downfall of
this department was due in part to the huge over purchase
of prunes and peanuts, both of which spoiled before they
could be sold. In 1953, a lumberyard was opened.
Gladstone Consumers Co-operative had begun Feb. 28,
1946, with an elected board of directors consisting of D.
(Dick) P. McCaskill, H.M. (Milt) Younger, Fred Poersch,
Clarence Armstrong, Dave Smith, Bruce Freeborn, John
Steiss and Elmer Pugh. The total share capital raised, in
the amount of $3,500, was used to purchase fuel tanks.
This, however, left no funds for fuel for the tanks. As had
happened at Neepawa, in their beginning, the Gladstone
directors each signed notes pledging personal property as
security. Members helped out by purchasing their own fuel
drums. Expansion of facilities quickly followed.
In the 60s, co-ops throughout the system were considering amalgamations, thus cutting delivery costs plus
enhancing “bulk” buying. Talks began between the two
neighbouring retails of Neepawa and Gladstone and at the
Mar. 17, 1969 annual meeting of the Gladstone Consumers
Co-op, members voted in favour of the Gladstone facility
becoming a branch of Neepawa to form the NeepawaGladstone Co-operative Limited. Since that time, the organization has moved from strength to strength. In 1968,
sales reached one million dollars plus the largest output of
petroleum was realized of any Co-op in Manitoba.
The early 1980s saw the economy being “hit hard”,
not only in our area but also throughout all of Canada.
Interest rates had skyrocketed. Some tough measures were
needed. Inventories were cut, a number of staff were laid
off, the remaining staff along with management took a pay
decrease plus management worked extended hours. Belts
had to be tightened and because of a dedicated board,
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NEEPAWA PHARMACY

NEEPAWA PLUMBING and HEATING (1979)
LTD.
Submitted by Ellen Snedden
In the beginning, Mar. 15, 1967, a partnership between
George D. Snedden and John H. Vaughan was established
at 278 Davidson Street next to the present day Neepawa
Library. At this time, the work centered in residential
installation and repairs.

Some time around 1900, Mr. W.M. Hamilton opened
a pharmacy on Hamilton Street. This store was known
as “The Medicine Hall”. Mr. Hamilton was certified as a
pharmacist in 1898.
Later, Mr. C.N.R. Still completed his apprenticeship
with Mr. Hamilton. Mr. Still served part of his apprenticeship with Dr. Wellwood of Eden. Following his graduation in 1911, Mr. Still returned to Neepawa. In 1916, he
took over the business which was renamed “Still’s Drug
Store”.
The store was moved to 412 Mountain Avenue. In
1952, Mr. Still retired and moved to Waterloo, ON. Mr.
Lawrence Hargreaves succeeded Mr. Still. Mr. Hargreaves
graduated from Pharmacy at the University of Manitoba
in 1952. He operated the business as Hargreaves Drug
Store until 1990.

Neepawa Plumbing and Heating, 278 Davidson Street,
1967-1974
Each partner contributed $1,513. making a total start
up capital of $3,026. They each contributed the use of
their trucks as well. The wages paid out for that first year
were a grand total of $2,593; still, we considered it to be
a profitable business. At the end of the year, there was a
profit to be split between the two families. In that day that
was pretty good money and we were well on our way!
The bookkeeping was started out of a scribbler that
Ellen had patterned after the General Motors Acceptance
Corporation bookkeeping system that she had done at the
garage for her dad as a student. The first few months,
we would get together every Thursday, sit at the kitchen
table and try to get everything billed out and balanced
by hand. We would literally add up the figures on three
pieces of paper. Needless to say, many times we would
add up a column of figures and get three different answers.
It became quickly apparent, that we needed an adding
machine! The first adding machine was a hand cranked,
manual machine that did nothing but add and subtract, and
Ellen was as pleased as punch to get it.
After three successful years, Mar. 18, 1970 the business was incorporated and began operation as Neepawa
Plumbing and Heating Ltd. with George Snedden - president, Elizabeth Vaughan – vice-president, Ellen Snedden
- treasurer, and John Vaughan - secretary.
Shortly after incorporating, the company began its
venture into commercial mechanical contracting. Our first
big contract was the Hamiota School, working as mechani-

In 1990, the store was sold to a group of western
Manitoba pharmacists which included Mr. Hargreaves.
The store was renamed Neepawa Pharmacy.
Mr. Nelson Jackson of Eden purchased Mr. Hargreaves’
interest in 1992 and operated the store under the Neepawa
Pharmacy name. Mr. Jackson received his degree from
the U of M’s Faculty of Pharmacy in 1976. In 1999, the
store moved to A-225 Ellen Street where it is located at
the time of this writing.
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Perry Snedden as president and Maureen Snedden as secretary.
September, 1997, with the increase in office staff, the
office area at First and Mill became too small. The offices
were temporarily relocated to the front corner of the IOOF
Hall at 376 B Mountain Avenue.
Spring of 1999 construction began on the new building at 145 Gill Drive. The staff and plumbing stock were
moved over to the new location December of 1999.

cal trade for Bill Hoffman Construction, and that was a
learning experience!
Feb. 8, 1973, George and Ellen Snedden purchased
the shares from John and Elizabeth Vaughan.
Dec. 12, 1974, Neepawa Plumbing and Heating Ltd.
purchased from Cecil Bolton, what was then a filling
station at the corner of First Avenue and Mill Street.

Neepawa Plumbing and Heating, First Avenue and Mill
Street, Neepawa, 1975

Neepawa Plumbing and Heating (1979) Ltd., 145 Gill
Drive, Neepawa 2007

At this time, the company still relied on new home
installations and service work as a major part of its business. The spring of 1975 saw major renovations to the
building. New office spaces were built with a relocation
of the front door. The old gas pumps were removed. The
building was metal clad and the side yard fenced.
In July of 1974, Perry Snedden began his work with
the firm, first as a student, then as an apprentice plumber.
In 1982, he graduated as a journeyman plumber. Over the
years he began to take on more and more responsibilities;
first acting as job foreman, then as supervisor, and finally
moving into the areas of estimating, bidding on contracts
and management.
Jay Snedden worked briefly as a plumber’s helper
while in high school before moving on to his present position with Pinchen and Associates.
In 1975, the company opened a housing division and
built three houses in Neepawa acting as a general contractor. In 1977, the company ventured briefly into the air
conditioning sub-trade.
Apr. 4, 1979, saw a restructuring of the business, and
the company began operating as Neepawa Plumbing and
Heating (1979) Ltd. Shortly thereafter, the residential
part of the business was dropped and it began operating
exclusively as a commercial mechanical contractor doing
business primarily throughout all of Manitoba with brief
ventures into Ontario and Saskatchewan.
1989 saw the company start into the fields of light
industrial and municipal water treatment plants.
Dec. 15, 1994, Perry and Maureen Snedden proceeded
to purchase the shares of George and Ellen Snedden, with

The family involvement in the business expanded
as sisters came to work in the office; Shelly Check in
July of 1999 and Dennie Phillips in June of 2002. Perry’s
daughters, Honey, Krista and Nadine and nephew Jason
Snedden also worked for the business during their high
school years.

Grand opening, June 2000
Maureen Snedden, Perry Snedden, George Snedden,
Ellen Snedden
In the fall of 2004, George received the prestigious
Mechanical Contractors Association of Manitoba’s
Legendary Pioneers award. His award states “The award
is presented to individuals who over the years have made
a significant contribution to the mechanical contractors
history.” George Snedden retired in 1994 after 41 years
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NEEPAWA TIRE LTD.

in the mechanical industry. During his 27 years in business as Neepawa Plumbing and Heating, he apprenticed
50-60 employees, many through to their journeymanship.
Neepawa Plumbing and Heating is a long time member of
the Construction Association of Rural Manitoba.
At this time, the Snedden family wishes to acknowledge the great importance of all of their staff. Throughout
the years, it has been a pleasure to work with so many
wonderful people. We have all worked together to build the
business to what it is today. We look forward to continuing this tradition of teamwork and co-operation for many
years ahead.

Submitted by Darlene Gillies
Neepawa Tire opened for business in September, 1973
under the ownership of Bill and Margaret Uranick. Bill
had worked for Goodyear Canada in Toronto for 20 plus
years as a tire builder and supervisor in the manufacturing plant. A combination of Bill’s dreams and encouragement by friends certainly influenced his decision to resign
from Goodyear and start his own business in Neepawa. He
purchased land on Main Street West along #16 Highway
and hired local contractor Germund Anderson to construct
a new building on it. The business was incorporated as
Neepawa Tire Sales Ltd.
Bill’s first employees were Ed Kulbacki as tire technician and Bob Arbuckle in sales. Bill was not able to stay
at his new business on a steady basis during the first two
years as Goodyear seemed to still need his expertise as a
troubleshooter in both the Toronto and Lethbridge plants.
Bill hired John Dyck to manage the business while he was
away but this position soon became permanent for John
because of his self motivation and management capabilities.
Bill and Margaret sold their business to Warren Gillies
and Garth Lockerby on Dec. 1, 1979. The new company
was incorporated as Neepawa Tire 1980 Ltd. Warren
and Garth kept most of Bill’s employees including John
Dyck and Ed Kulbacki. Another valuable employee, Glenn
Howe, was added to the staff in May, 1980. Glenn grew
up in Roblin, MB and although young at the time, he had
experience in tire stores in both Roblin and Brandon. John
Dyck worked another 5 years for a total of 10 years, Ed
Kulbacki worked a total of 23 years and Glenn Howe is
still employed at Neepawa Tire after 27 years. Another
valuable long term employee was Barry Carver who
worked almost 10 years at this business but he like Ed
Kulbacki retired due to health issues. The remainder of
the numerous employees hired over the years was much
shorter term for various reasons.
The business experienced slow but steady growth
during the 1980s despite a period of high interest rates
when the average small business life span was less than
two years.
In July, 1991, Warren purchased Garth’s shares in the
business and within a year the company was restructured
with Warren and his wife, Darlene, as well as sons Alan
and Neil all becoming shareholders. The new company
was incorporated simply as Neepawa Tire Ltd. Darlene
was employed on a full time basis in 1986, Alan in 1989
and Neil in 1998. As of June, 2007, Warren is nearing
retirement but the ownership of the business will remain
in the Gillies family name after another share restructuring process is complete. The name “Neepawa Tire Ltd.”
will not change.

NEEPAWA PRESS
The Neepawa Press was purchased in 1988 by
Sundance Publications, and has been owned and operated by the same company since that time.
Since being purchased from Jack Huxley and John
Oslund, the newspaper and commercial printing division,
Neepawa Press Printing, have undergone many changes
with advancements in computer technology. In addition, the changing marketing needs of local, regional and
national advertisers has resulted in the weekly newspaper
shifting from a broadsheet subscription based newspaper
to a tabloid sized product that is distributed free of charge
locally through Canada Post.
The Neepawa Press also produces a monthly advertising shopper called The Heartland Shopper, which is
distributed in the Neepawa, Minnedosa, Carberry and
Gladstone markets.
Over the last 20 years, The Press has employed a
workforce of 10 to 13 full-time employees, as well as
numerous part-time workers who perform a variety of
newspaper and printing tasks, such as collating, labelling
and mailing.
Over the last two decades, The Press has become one
of the most highly decorated newspapers in the Manitoba
Community Newspapers Association, having won many
awards for editorial content, layout and design and photography.
The paper’s dedication to editorial content has resulted
in an active and growing readership base. An industry
leading readership study found The Press enjoys one of
the highest levels of readership in Manitoba; nearly double
that of any competitor in the marketplace.
The publisher and editor of The Press is Jack Gibson,
who lives in Neepawa with his wife, Pat, who is also a
shareholder in Sundance Publications. They have one
daughter, Brittany.
The Neepawa Press is one of Neepawa’s longeststanding businesses, having been established in 1896 by
Alexander Dunlop.
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NORTHSTAR SEED LTD.

2007 marks the 25th anniversary of Northstar. The
shareholder base has increased over the years from the
eight original to seventeen today, including four employees. Contract production has been expanded in volume and
area with production in the Peace River area of northern
Alberta, on irrigated land in southern Alberta, several areas
of Saskatchewan and throughout Manitoba. The Neepawa
location has had major expansion since 1995 with additional offices, seed storage area tripled, packaging equipment increased and a specialized LC bee building added.
Plans are to move the branch office and warehouse in
Calgary to a larger facility later in 2007. There are currently
15 full-time and several seasonal employees working at
the two locations.

Northstar Seed Ltd. was incorporated in 1982 by
Don and Jim Pollock together with a group of six other
Manitoba alfalfa seed producers. The initial goal of the
company was to market the yearly alfalfa seed and leafcutter bee production of the eight shareholders. One of the
owners, Don Pollock, agreed to manage the company on a
part-time basis from his house located on NW 16-14-14W.
The company planned to market the seed in Manitoba and
Ontario while the bees mainly were sold to the United
States customers. It became apparent very quickly the
company would have to increase quantities and varieties
of alfalfa seed and have other forage species available to
customers in order to be successful.
The company had grown to three full-time employees
by 1990 and was operating from a small office building
located in Don Pollock’s farm yard. The business expanded
sales to Eastern Canada, United States and Europe, as
well as part of Saskatchewan. In 1995, with the business
continuing to grow, the company purchased the land and
buildings on the south east corner of SE 33-14-14. The
company had grown to include four full-time plus parttime staff with the move to the new location. Expansion
of the customer base continued as South American and
Chinese customers were added through the 1990s. The
contract production of forage seed expanded to keep pace
with the growing sales. Lawn and turf seed production and
marketing were added to the company’s profile. The LC
bee sales were increasing as well with the expansion of the
alfalfa seed production acreage in western Canada providing increased quantities to market. Northstar continued to
search for new customers and crops to pollinate with these
increasing quantities of bees.
The business continued to evolve and expand the
customer base in eastern Canada, United States, Europe,
South America and China through the remainder of the
1990s. This meant increased employment and by 2000,
there were six full-time plus seasonal employees at the
Neepawa location. The year 2000, also saw the expansion
of the customer base in western Canada to the balance
of Saskatchewan and Alberta. With this expansion, the
company opened a branch office with warehouse in
Calgary, AB. This location was staffed with two full-time
employees and seasonal help as required.
The growth has continued through the past several
years in sales of seed and bees with contract production
expanding to keep pace. Alfalfa seed has been the most
important crop for both production and sales since the
inception of the company. In order to maintain our independence and ensure a continued supply of new genetic
material, the company purchased an interest in an alfalfa
plant breeding company located in Argentina in 2005.

DR. GEORGE ONG MEDICAL CLINIC
I am a British trained physician having moved to
Neepawa in 1977 with my wife Anita and two children,
Louise and James. Our third child Emma was born in
Neepawa.
I initially became a partner in the Neepawa Medical
Clinic, joining medical doctors, Dr. B. B. Jakobsen, Dr.
T. Dobson and Dr. Neil Heywood.
My practice is now located at 225 Ellen Street in
Neepawa in what has become known as the Mini Mall.
This building has been the home to various businesses and
offices over the years. At present, along with my medical
practice, other tenants include Swan’s Denturist, Neepawa
Pharmacy and Yellowhead Physiotherapy Services.
My employees consist of Shannon Hockin and Diane
Tilley, who have both worked for me since moving to my
present location in 1996.
During my 30 odd years here, we have enjoyed
Neepawa and have always felt it an ideal place to raise
our family.

PATERSON, PATTERSON, WYMAN and
ABEL
The current law office of Paterson Patterson Wyman
and Abel is a successor to many firms dating back to the
origination of the business in Neepawa. The list of successor firms, working backwards, are as follows:
Paterson Ross; Paterson Bass Ross; Paterson Bass
Jackson Ross; Paterson Bass Dubois; Bass and Lindstein;
Bass and Berg; Lachter and Bass; Lachter and Golub;
Sidney Lachter; Howden and Howden; Howden; George
Children and Davis.
The office is located at 390 Mountain Avenue and has
been for the last three decades. The building prior to that
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was a dining room upstairs and restaurant on main floor
and then it was an Eatons catalogue store.
The firm currently has two secretaries, Lorraine
Benson and Helen Fedorowich (casual retired paralegal)
with Douglas Paterson, Q.C. and Jodi Wyman attending
from their main Brandon office.
Paterson Patterson Wyman and Abel provides general
law firm services such as wills, powers of attorney, estates,
land transfers, mortgages, family matters, criminal and
civil litigation, company and commercial work.

PRAIRIE FOREST PRODUCTS
Submitted by Lawrence Prendiville
The new Treating Facility at Prairie Forest Products
In 1972, Morton Timber Preservers was purchased
by Joe Prendiville of Prendiville Industries, who owned
several lumber and wood related companies located in
Manitoba. The company operated as Prendiville Wood
Preservers and expanded the product lines from fence
posts to include hydro poles, pressure treated lumber for
decks, fences and preserved wood foundations. In 1979,
Prendiville Wood Preservers made a major expansion when
it moved into a 20,000 square foot former drill hall that
had been used to train air force personnel during World
War II and installed a 7’ x 100’ pressure treating cylinder.
This building allowed Prendiville Wood Preservers to grow
from a seasonal post and pole operation to a year round
indoor treating facility which was crucial in 1983 when
the first Cedartone was produced. The building doubled
in size in 1992 when a 20,000 square foot steel addition
was added to the north east end. In 1996, the name was
changed to Prairie Forest Products and the company started
manufacturing pre-assembled fence panels. Neepawa is
the home of Cedartone Classic pressure treated lumber,
the industry-leading pre-stained, pressure treated decking and fencing lumber introduced to the North American
market 25 years ago! Cedartone has grown to 40% of the
company sales.
In order to meet customer demands and to be in
compliance with Environment Canada regulations, Prairie
Forest Products expanded again in 2007 with the building
of a completely new 16,000 square foot wood preservation
facility and the addition of an 8’ x 82’ pressure treating
cylinder. The current facilities are recognized as one of
the most diversified, state of the art wood preservation
plants in North America. Today the company employs
approximately 100 people in Neepawa and 25 people in
Birch River. Its market is North America with most business done in Central Canada and Central United States.
The Big Box Retailer phenomenon helped Prairie Forest
Products expand, however fence posts are still a significant
portion of the product mix.

New Treating Facility being built at Prairie Forest
Products 2006
Prairie Forest Products incorporates a substantial wood
preservation and manufacturing facility in Neepawa and
a timber harvest and peeling operation in Birch River,
MB.
Prairie Forest Products was originally started in 1962
in Boissevain, MB by a local group with help from the
Manitoba Development Fund. The company was called
Morton Timber Preservers and had a 5’ x 36’ pressure
treating cylinder fabricated by Canadian Brown Steel in
Brandon, which was used to pressure treat agricultural
poplar fence posts and lumber. Bill Taylor was hired in
1963 to manage the company and was instrumental in
relocating it to Neepawa, in 1968, when they realized the
poplar trees in the Boissevain area were not suitable for
fence posts even after treatment. Neepawa, being located
in south central Manitoba, was considered a more desirable location for distribution of fence posts to the market
place. The plant changed to a supply of pine posts which
pressure treated better than the poplar species. These posts
were harvested and peeled in the Cowan / Birch River areas
of the Duck and Porcupine Mountains.
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of course Dr. Bugg. Eden doesn’t have a Post Office but
it has the Postal Boxes.
(see Rosedale Remembers pg. 78-81)
Franklin
Franklin was once a booming town. From 1908 up to
the 1960s, it had a boarding house, hardware store, butcher
shops, millinery shop, harness repair, B.A. Fuel supplies,
garage, grocery store and a lunch room. As of today, there
are no businesses in Franklin, except for the Post Office
operated by Linda Fleger.
Birnie
Birnie like the other districts had their share of businesses. Some of them were: two elevators, blacksmith
shops, butcher shop, machinery dealers, hairdressing salon,
boarding house, pool room, Post Office, garages, feed mill
and a fox farm. The only business that remains today is
the Post Office operated by Janet O’Donnell.

Richard Knechtel, Plant Manager at Prairie Forest
Products watching the first charge of poles entering the
new treating cylinder.
Prairie Forest Products owes its success to the dedicated management team of Lawrence Prendiville, Richard
Knechtel, Merv Bohn, Larry MacDonald, John Douglas,
Jack Thompson and Hugh McFadyen and the valued
contribution of the many long term employees.

Riding Mountain
By 1904 the town was an established fact with three
general stores, drugstore, veterinary surgeon, two blacksmith shops, two saw mills, one planer, law office, nursery,
and three threshing outfits. Today there is one grocery
store, which also has the post office, and one motel.
Kelwood
Kelwood had many businesses. There were trucking
agencies, Neill Funeral Home, Hall’s Electric, Plourdes
Roofing, boarding house, general stores, butcher shop,
hardware store, bake shop, livery business, lumber yard,
law office, café and hotel, and tea room. Today there is a
general store, The Kelwood Café operated by Tara Bauer
and Nadia Kuhl, a garage operated by Tom Madsen, and
a post office.

Treating cylinder arriving in Neepawa for the new
facility, July 12, 2006

RIVERSIDE COLONY HISTORY

Prairie Forest Products is one of the cornerstone
companies of the Prendiville Corporation which is owned
and managed by the Prendiville family.

RM OF ROSEDALE BUSINESSES
Submitted by Lois Graham

Eden
Eden now has only one business operating. Years ago,
there were three stores, a bank, a meat shop, post office,
hotel, two cafes, hardware store, garage, three elevators,
an implement dealer, a barbershop, boarding house, flour
and feed stores, dray and livery stables and trucking, and

Riverside Colony, 2004
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The members and their families of Riverside Colony
are as follows: Elie and Marilyn Gross, children:
Christopher, Leanna, Doreen and Robert; Rueben and
Sarah Gross and their son Jason; Peter (deceased) and
Anna Waldner, children: Elizabeth, Peter, Barbara, Linda,
Leona, Jerry, Justine, Heidi and Markus; Peter and Jolene
Waldner, children: Savannah (deceased), Lucas, Savannah,
Cheyenne and Joshua; John (deceased) and Helen Gross,
children: Clara, John and Ken; John and Marge Gross,
children: Hans, Margaret, Lorenz, Levi and Kenneth;
Dave (deceased) and Mary Hofer, children: Mary, Davey,
Michael, Joe and Anna; Davey and Marie Hofer, children:
Davy, Charlene, Amanda, Maria, Andrew, Jolene, Julianna,
and Travis; Joe and Annie Hofer, children: Joseph, Anna,
Shani, Pauline, Nathan, Candace, and Delia; Michael and
Eva Hofer, children: Tamara, Annette, Krista, Michael,
Laura, Kimberly, Jessica and Jeffrey; Davy and Jolene
Hofer and their son David.
Religion plays a prominent role in the lives of the
colony members. Services are held daily. During the
weekdays services are held one half hour before supper.
On Sundays, services are held in the morning and before
supper. Some of the members who became ministers of
this congregation were : John Hofer and Elie Gross, Jr.
The preacher received no formal training for his role,
but is elected by lot to an assistant from nominations by
his own colony with the aid of delegates from other colonies. He is ordained after he has proven himself a capable
leader.
The baptized members of the colony make up the
church. Women participate in the church service by their
presence and by joining in prayers and hymns, but they
have no voice in church matters.
The mother tongue of all Hutterites is an AustroBarvarian
German dialect and all religious teachings are conducted in
German. From the age of five to fifteen years, all the children attend the German school held daily before the public
school begins and after the public school is dismissed.
Hutterites were the first to devise the Kindergarten
in Europe.
The school continues to be a focal point in the colony.
The following teachers were employed at this school: Mr.
M. Tkachuk, Mrs. N. Linstein, Mrs. K. Malfait, Mr. R.
Somers, Mr. A. Archibald (deceased), Miss L. Keller, Mrs.
G. McPhee, Mrs. G, Nelson, and Mrs. K. Flintoft.
The following students have graduated from Riverside
Colony School: Christopher Gross, Leanna Gross, Krista
Hofer, Karen Hofer, Heidi Waldner, Diana Gross and
Doreen Gross.

The following history is updated from 1984. In order
to learn about the previous years see the Lansdowne
Centennial Book “Legacies of Lansdowne”.
The Hutterites, a community of Protestant Christians
who originated in 1528 in Austria and Moravia, are a religious sect living in a communal society. This sect is a
branch of the Anabaptist Movement, with spiritual roots
extending to the Swiss Brethren, who practiced adult
baptism and opposed war.
In 1533, Jacob Hutter, a hat maker by trade, joined
the group and became one of its strongest leaders. The
group, named after him, has survived the ups and downs
of over 440 years of hostility and suffering, interspersed by
short waves of prosperity. The Hutterites live in Bruderhofs
(common households) or colonies and all property is
owned by the communally.
The idea of communal living originated from the
Bible. “The whole body of believers was united in heart
and soul. Not a man of them claimed any possession as his
own, but everything was held common…to anyone who
stood in need.” (Acts 4:32-35).

Colonies working together in time of need
After suffering persecution and expulsion from Europe
for their beliefs and prosperity, the Hutterites migrated to
the United States in 1874-1879.
In 1919 to 1923, many of the colonies moved to
Canada because of conscription and abuses the young men
suffered for their pacifism.
The history of Riverside Colony follows the exodus
of Hutterites from the United States to Canada. In 1933,
Jacob and John R. Hofer purchased land from Mr. Adam
McKenzie, Jr. totaling 1,200 acres.
In February 1934, traveling by horse and caboose,
John J. Hofer, Jr. and Jacob Hofer arrived at the present site of Riverside Colony from Iberville to start a new
settlement. Soon several other families followed to help
build up the new colony. After experiencing some setbacks
due to crop failures, finally, in 1938, they experienced a
successful crop year. From then on, the colony has enjoyed
continued success to the present day.
Through the years as Riverside Colony’s population
continued to increase it has allowed for the creation of the
following colonies Bloomfield (1954), Mayfair (1973), and
Rolling Acres (2005).
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1996, new church in 1991, dairy barn in 1988, finisher barn
in 1998 and a new mill in 2007. Mick Hofer continues to
be the head carpenter.
The garage continues to play an important part in this
industry as transportation is necessary for moving produce
to market. The following members held positions as head
mechanics: Cornie Gross, Joe Gross, Dave Hofer, Jr.,
Johnny Hofer and Christopher Gross.
The secretary-treasurer’s position is delegated by the
community. He is responsible for the purchases of the
community. The following members held this position:
Dave Hofer, Sr., Davy Hofer, Jr.
In 1996, Riverside Colony began to build Rolling
Acres Colony. A large shop, pig barn and 3 triplex homes
were built. In 2005, assets were divided amongst the two
colonies and on Jan. 10, 2005, 63 members moved to
Rolling Acres.
The community continues to provide all necessities for
each family. There is a feeling of sound economic security
which creates a physical and mental sense of well-being
for each member.
Riverside Colony is always willing to assist others
in the community. The colony has assisted in helping to
construct the “Crocus Statue” which aided in promoting
awareness of Arden and tourism. The usage of their nearby
cornfield allowed for a spectacular corn maze, with the
funds going to help out the local church.
Many organizations benefit from the colony’s kind
donations.

2006 Class Photo
Back row L to R: Lorenz Gross, Savannah Waldner,
Lucas Waldner, Jessica Hofer, Jeffrey Hofer,
Middle row: Robert Gross, Kimberly Hofer,
Julianna Hofer, Mrs. C. Bradley, Delia Hofer,
Laura Hofer, Mrs. K. Malfait
Front row: Candace Hofer, Margaret Gross,
Travis Hofer, Hans Gross
Labor on the colony is divided, with women being
responsible for the domestic duties while the men attend to
the farming duties and the general upkeep of the community.
Farming is the main occupation of the Hutterites.
The pork production began in 1939 with twenty-three
sows and has steadily increased to 700 from farrowing to
finish. Since 1984, the following have held managerial
positions in this operation: John Hofer, Len Gross and
Davy Hofer.
The egg operation began in 1936. The present flock is
8,300. The colony grosses about 210,000 dozen eggs per
year. The following members held managerial positions
in this operation:
Chickens – Joe Hofer and Peter Waldner.
The colony presently farms 7,500 acres. The following
members were farm bosses: Ike Gross and Joe Hofer.
Land purchases were made from the following: for
Rolling Acres Colony – Don and Vic Barilla, Terry and
Eileen Henton and Rogers Brothers, for Riverside Colony
– Windus’s farm.
The dairy operation began in 1934 with 50 cows in
production. Presently there are 50 cows, with 1,200 litres
of milk are shipped daily. The cheese plant was built in
1991. Various types of cheese are produced.
Beekeeping is also another interest maintained at
Riverside. At present they take care of 150 hives and ship
80 barrels of honey to market. The following members
manage this operation: Elias Gross, Sr., and Elie Gross,
Jr.
Some new buildings have been built at Riverside since
1984: a new school in 1991, renovations to the kitchen in

ROLLING ACRES COLONY
Submitted by Louise Kostenchuk
The Hutterites came to North America in 1874.
In 1917, when the Hutterites began emigration to
Canada, the Canadian Government, anxious to have them
settle in the prairies, assured them of military exemption
and religious freedom. Fifteen colonies which left South
Dakota, settled in Canada in 1918. The Schmiedeleut’s
bought land in the Elie district and set a basic pattern
of a Hutterite settlement. The Dariusleut and Lehrerleut
colonies purchased land in Alberta and Saskatchewan and
established there.
The Hutterites view is that the community is more
important than the individual with the community governing the individual. All persons are met through the activity
of communal living.
A Hutterite colony is truly an independent family
farm. When the population of the colony exceeds 120-140
(because of the increase) every colony forms its own new
colony by splitting or branching off. To prevent problems, such as over-crowding and unemployment, land was
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Len Gross is the vice-president and was elected as
the farm manager or boss. He is responsible for the agriculture aspect and colony manpower. Together Irvin, Joe
and Len make farm decisions regarding cropping, cultivating, haying and dealing with other productive agriculture
enterprises.

bought and Rolling Acres split from its parent colony –
Riverside in Arden.
In March of 1995, approximately 5,000 acres of land
was purchased north and east of Eden from Terry and
Eileen Henton, Vic and Don Barilla and Ken and Doug
Rogers. Cornie Gross was appointed as farm boss here
and in 1999 a huge shop was built. In 2001, a farrowing
hog barn was constructed to house 1,250 sows, and so
the colony was taking form. In 2003 and 2004, several
well-designed three and four family homes were built in
the settlement.
In January, 2005, lots were cast in Riverside and
decisions were made as to who moves to the new colony.
Sixteen families – 47 adults and 18 children – moved to
Rolling Acres in near 40 below frigid temperatures. With
no sufficient windbreaks planted as yet, some members
commented that perhaps they should have named the
colony as Windy Acres. However, in only a few days
everyone was settled in – breathing in the crisp fresh air,
enjoying their new living quarters, water, scenery and
facilities associated with the farm economy.
The large shed, divided into sections, houses a plumbing shop, electrical shop, garden and carpenter shop,
vehicle parking, killing plant, car wash, mechanic shop,
welding and machine shop, farm supply and large implement shop – all under one roof. A temporary kitchen is
in this building until such time that a new facility is built.
Plans are made that eventually a kitchen and church be
built at the centre of the colony.
Although low German is spoken in the colony, high
German is used in the church services, which are attended
daily. Discipline is emphasized and practiced through the
child’s developing years.
There are two teachers in the school, funded by the
division as the Hutterites pay school taxes.
Irvin Gross, who is the president and minister of the
colony, teaches German school twice a day (an hour before
9:00 AM and an hour after school) and teaches the children
their traditional Hutterite beliefs.
A kindergarten building was moved from Riverside,
where children ages 2½ to 5 years, spend up to six hours
a day from June to September. Here the children eat their
meals, memorize prayers, learn simple hymns, play and
sleep. Sharing and obedience is taught here by colony
women who are semi-retired, or do lighter duty work.
The minister is the spiritual head and spokesman for
the colony. Besides his religious duties his responsibilities
include disciplining the disorderly and bringing matters of
importance before the members of the church.
Joe Gross is the steward or colony boss and secretarytreasurer of the colony. He manages the colony’s economy
and is the chief representative to the outside world. He is
busy communicating with different enterprises to keep up
on colony business. He manages all the other bosses.

Cornie Gross is the Director of the Corporation, and
also is the heavy-duty mechanic. He is responsible for
machinery repair and maintenance, and for other enterprises within the colony. He works closely with his brother
Willie Gross who is the blacksmith and welder. Here tools
and farming essentials are manufactured – just recently
penning was constructed and welded for the new large hogfinishing barn. Cornie and Willie are training Cornelius
with some of these tasks.
John Hofer Sr. is the truck driver – hauling grain,
gravel and essentials to and from the Colony.
Jake Hofer is electrician and plumber providing his
services for the needs of the Colony.
John Hofer Jr. and Paul Hofer are the carpenters who
constructed their own buildings in the settlement. They
helped build a recently completed feeder hog barn to finish
20,000 pigs a year to diversify the mixed grain farming.

Hog Barn Opening
Zack Gross was nominated as boss to look after this
hog operation from weanling to market. Colin Gross was
assigned as his assistant.
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Harvesting
Levi Hofer does various jobs in the Colony – from
helping in the hog barn or shop – to cutting grass and
grooming the lawns in the summer months.

Ribbon Cutting: Ron Friesen (President of Eastman
Feeds), Doug Doell (Salesman or Eastman Feeds),
Zack Gross, Joe Gross, Irvin Gross
Ernest Gross and helpers Daniel and Steven Hofer,
are in charge of the farrowing sow barn. Breeding stock
is brought in and the emphasis is on better grades and
bigger litters. In the hog enterprise an important objective
is keeping the barns clean. A flushing system is used and
emptied to a lagoon. This lagoon is emptied and used as
fertilizer on cropping fields.

Garden
Irvin and Debbie Gross have the position of planting
and tending to the garden. Emphasis is on keeping the
garden weeded, watered and properly maintained for a
good production. The girls help with different tasks in the
garden, kitchen and laundry. Debbie also looks after the
children’s dining room where both boys and girls eat until
approximately the age of fifteen.
Christy Gross is the head cook, waking up early every
morning to get food ready for the meals of the day. She
also plans the menu and sees that there are sufficient
supplies for the cooking and baking needs. She has two
ladies (generally from ages seventeen to forty-five) helping her – taking their turns for cook week. Women cook,
garden, do colony work, wash and sew their own clothes.
They work in close cooperation in providing cleanliness
and healthful living in the colony. Lawns are well tended
and flowers planted to make the surroundings relaxing
and peaceful.

Ike Gross
Besides the grain and hog production, laying hens
for egg production and broilers are in a separate facility
further away from the location. Ike Gross was chicken
and poultry boss – now his son Irvin has assumed these
duties. Usually older boys help with the egg collection in
the summer months. Ducks were also raised for their own
consumption.
Beef production is another source of income for the
Colony. Irvin Gross, taking over from Zack Gross (who is
now Feeder Hog Manager) and Vic Barilla are responsible
for looking after the cattle. Having a cow-calf operation
and feedlot to finish the calves and also provides meat for
the Colony.
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ROYAL BANK OF CANADA
The Union Bank of Canada opened a branch in
Neepawa on Mar. 20, 1891. At the bank’s twenty-sixth
annual meeting on July 13 of that year, it was reported
that this new agency, established in connection with the
Winnipeg branch, was progressing well and so far had
fully realized their expectations.
The Neepawa branch, located on Mountain Avenue,
was a three-story building which included a manager’s
residence on the second floor. In 1901, the manager was
authorized to spend $500 to furnish a billiard room for the
staff in the upper flat of the building (there had to be some
limit to the bank’s generosity however, as the cost of heat
and light was to be borne by the staff). Further remodeling
around 1921, added two balconies to the building for the
comfort of the manager and his wife.

1970 Staff

1977 Interim Branch Premises
Shortly after opening that year, Neepawa was chosen
as the location for the Royal Bank’s first Agri-Bank in
Manitoba after similar units had been tested in Alberta
and Southern Ontario. The introduction of this new “Royal
Bank Mobile Unit” meant that Mr. Hueston was now able
to come directly to the customers instead of them needing
to come to the branch. The van contained all office equipment needed to provide financial counseling directly out
of the van unit or in the farmer’s own home.

1916 Union Bank
On Sept. 1, 1925, the Union Bank of Canada amalgamated with the Royal Bank of Canada, and the Neepawa
branch continued to operate as the Royal Bank under the
management of Mr. A.E. Ivey. The branch ran into several
difficulties in the mid 1920s, and for the first time began
operating “in the red” in 1925. For five consecutive years,
the branch showed a loss. On Mar. 31, 1931, over forty
years from the day of its opening, the Neepawa branch
was closed.
However, the embers did not die completely. On Jan.
24, 1977, a new branch of the Royal Bank of Canada was
officially opened in Neepawa. The branch was temporarily located at 285 Hamilton Street while plans for a
permanent location were being developed. A native of
McCreary, 34 year old Jerry Hueston was named manager
of the Neepawa branch; he was previously the manager at
Pierson in southwestern Manitoba and prior to that was
at Rapid City.

1977 Jerry Heuston, Branch Manager.
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McDonald (Financial Planner), Kathy Drul (Mortgage
Specialist), Brenda Miller (Customer Assistance Officer)
and Customer Service Representatives Glenda Bohn, Jodie
Byram, Patti Cosgrove, Kelly McGhie, Flo Oliver and
Betty Pearson.

On May 16, 1990, after thirteen years in rented facilities, the long awaited new branch premises was opened
at 101 Davidson Street which remains the current location today. Of special note, was the new “Personal Touch
Banking Machine” which was now available 24 hours per
day for the first time ever!

SAFEWAY HISTORY
Submitted by John Graham (Winnipeg Public Affairs
Manager)

1990 New Premises Opening
The branch staff is passionate about community
involvement, especially if it involves having fun while
building town spirit! Some highlights from past years have
included their own “Rufus the Royal Rooster” placing as a
finalist in 1978s town rooster race, participation in many of
the annual Santa Claus parades, and embracing community
spirit events such as “Best in the West”, “Carnival” and
the annual Neepawa Lily Festival.
RBC has a strong history of local community leadership, including involvement in the Neepawa Rotary Club,
the Neepawa Chamber of Commerce and the active volunteering of branch staff throughout the community. RBC
also provides local financial support, including sponsorship
of the Manitoba Junior Hockey League and the Neepawa
Natives, in addition to substantial funding provided to a
variety of other local organizations.

1929 was a very interesting year. Cars were becoming
more popular, Black Monday had rocked the stock market
and it was on Jan.14, 1929, during the cold of Winnipeg’s
winter that Canada Safeway’s founding father, Walter J.
Kraft and his team opened the doors to the company’s first
five stores and began operations in Canada.
By the end of 1929, 130 stores had either been bought
or were being built across western Canada including one in
the towns of Minnedosa, Portage la Prairie and Brandon.
(Neepawa?)
Glynn Spelliscy, former vice president of finance and
Safeway employee from 1935 to 1979, shared that “the
early thirties were difficult times. The Great Depression
saw many businesses fail. To help our customers, portions
were made smaller and cheaper. Safeway promoted the use
of copper coins by offering goods for pennies.”
Although insignificant today, copper coinage became
an important reason to shop at Safeway during the depths
of the depression. Safeway also established the Agricultural
Trade Relations Office to support farmers and food producers during these difficult times. Times were tough, but
Safeway remained committed to supporting our employees
and providing communities with good jobs. “We were all
very proud of these efforts”, said Spelliscy.
Shopping in Safeway’s stores in 1929 would bear
little resemblance to the shopping experience of today.
Few families had cars, so the “modern idea” of bringing meat, bakery, dairy and grocery products together in
one store was exciting, saving customers time and more
convenience. With ice blocks serving as home refrigera-

Current Branch
The current branch staff are: Jason Epp (Branch
Manager), Cindy Hockin (Account Manager), Lorraine
McCannell (Account Manager), Martin Hales (Senior
Account Manager, Business and Personal), Jennifer
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tion, shopping lists were kept short and shopping trips
frequent. From a few choices of meat and local in season
fruits and vegetables, Safeway now features large displays
and international options for its customers.
Safeway introduced many innovations to grocery
shopping, including in the 1930s, when the car became
popular, introducing parking spaces and shopping carts.
Self-service (up until Safeway clerks collected groceries
according to a customer’s list) fruits and vegetables priced
by the pound, special merchandising events, campaigns to
provide sales relief for farm and livestock producers and a
guaranteed meat trim program are among the company’s
many firsts.
By 1936, Safeway was growing significantly, helped
by the acquisition of the 69 Piggly Wiggly food stores
located across Canada. Three years later, the company
purchased Empress Manufacturing. The Vancouver based
company was the largest packer of jams and jellies in
western Canada. It also distributed spices, extracts and
peanut butter.
On VJ Day, Aug. 14, 1945, over 12,000 Safeway
employees throughout North America had served with
the armed forces. With war over, the post-war years saw
the economy begin to grow.
The 1950s were a decade of fierce competition among
large grocery retailers. Rivals such as Woodward’s, The
T. Eaton Co. and Hudson’s Bay Company hungered for
a bite of Safeway’s grocery business. Everyone, including Safeway, built bigger 20,000 square foot stores with
added features. Among the attractions at Safeway during
the 1950s was the “Comic Corral”, an area where parents
could park their kids (much to the pleasure of their children
we’re sure).
In 1952, due in part to heavy competition, Safeway’s
trademark red “S” was unveiled and by 1956 its “S’ brand
product line with a money-back satisfaction guarantee was
introduced. The “S” symbol has gone on to become one
of the most recognized brands in North America. Safeway
brands like Taste Tells, Town House, Bel Air, Empress,
Edwards and more recently Safeway Select have become
household names.

By the 1960s, stores were air conditioned and equipped
with freezer cases reconfigured and others remodeled.
Grand openings included parking lot dances where live
bands would play and customers would dance the night
away together with employees. Safeway lots were often
used Saturday nights, after the store closed, for fundraising
activities including Lions Club dances, bingos and family
games and rides.

Neepawa store
Safeway’s stores continued to evolve as the years
rolled on with each decade offering its own contributions
to the look of the modern day store. The 1970s saw case lot
sales and bulk buying become popular and the 1980s gave
birth to the trend of pharmacies, floral departments and
other “stores within stores”. More recently, we recognize
service; ready to eat foods and the coupon less club card
are all being embraced by consumers.

Current Canada Safeway president and COO, Chuck
Mulvenna concludes “we’ve had an amazing 75 year
history of growth and achievement. As we reflect on all
that has been accomplished together, we can take pride in
the leadership role our company has taken in modernizing
the way people access their food. With the strength of

Neepawa Safeway store front 1959
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VENUS HAIR & BODY CARE

our employees, we now look forward to an exciting and
prosperous future”.

Kelsey Baron started Venus Hair and Body Care in
April, 2001 which is located at 462 First Avenue. The salon
offers all hairstyling services, artificial fingernails and
toenails, pedicures, manicures, hair removal and reflexology. Kelsey Baron is the salon owner/manager and hairstylist; Lori McIntosh is a hairstylist; Billie-Jo Schlamb is
a nail technician and Carla Jakubowski is a reflexologist.
All of the girls are licensed professionals and always attend
continuing educational classes.
Kelsey purchased the salon building from Val Radford.
Val had a salon in the building, known as Val’s Beauty
Salon. The house is thought to have been built in the early
1930s.

Back of Neepawa Safeway Store

YELLOWHEAD EQUIPMENT
TRUE VALUE HARDWARE

Submitted by Brent Cosgrove

Submitted by Michelle Gerrard
Yellowhead Equipment opened its doors in February
1992, with a staff of twelve people. Brent Cosgrove started
the John Deere Dealership along with partner Ed Mazer
of Countryside Equipment of Brandon.

Darryl, Michelle, Wayne and Linda Gerrard purchased
the True Value Hardware Store from Harold and Donalda
Hunter in April, 2003. It was then known as Macleod’s
Store, and before that, it had been many different businesses, including a bowling alley, Stedman’s and a gas
station.
In a renovation done in 1964, the Pedlar Building,
which housed a billiard hall, was combined with the existing Macleod’s store to offer 9,153 square feet in ultramodern shopping space.
Extensive renovations were done at the time of
purchase in 2003, including a change in the name to True
Value Hardware, although it will always be referred to as
Macleod’s by locals.
The product lines and inventory levels were increased,
and today it is a 7-day a week retail operation with a staff
of seven.

The dealership was run as a separate entity from
Brandon and reached many achievements over the years.
Yellowhead Equipment was honored with the “John Deere
Signature Dealer Award” for outstanding achievement in
its sales, parts and service departments in 1995, one of a
very limited number of dealerships in the Canadian Branch
being recognized for this award. The dealership quickly
grew to a staff of twenty-three.
On Nov. 1, 2005, Yellowhead Equipment had a name
change and joined forces with Countryside Equipment of
Brandon, this being a request of John Deere to deal with
larger buying groups. Countryside Equipment of Neepawa
and Brandon currently have a staff of 65 people working
together between the two dealerships.
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ZEKE’S

In 1965, he purchased the building at 402 Mountain
(current location) and added more giftware and jewelry
to his inventory. In 1969, he opened a second location in
Minnedosa which was run by Irene Miller (Laming). In
1977, Walter expanded his Neepawa store to its current
size of 1800 square feet.
In 1979 Walter’s son David, began working in the
business and in 1981, they decided to open a third store on
Tenth Street in downtown Brandon managed by Walter’s
second son John. It was a big gamble for the company
as at that time interest rates were as high as 21%. The
company managed to prosper and in 1986 they bought the
building on the corner of Ninth and Rosser. As business
grew, Bernice and Walter took a less active role in the day
to day operations of the company, but Walter still had a
place to “hang his hat”.
The company continued to expand with openings in
North Battleford, SK in 1990, Moose Jaw, SK in 1995
and Yorkton, SK in 2005. Walter passed away in 1996
and his wife Bernice in 2004. The company they founded
continues to do business in both provinces specializing in
Canadian Diamonds and fine jewelry.

Submitted by Dave Zeke

Walter Zeke moved from Brandon in 1960 and
purchased fixtures and inventory from Garland and
Wilson Jewellers. The store was located at the current
site of Ryan’s Denture Clinic. Walter was a certified watch
maker and built up his business in the early days by doing
as much repair work as possible.
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Churches
“Every man’s religion is his own, and nobody else’s
business.” – T.C Haliburton
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CHURCHES OF LANSDOWNE
MUNICIPALITY

The United Church was formed with the union of
the Methodist and Presbyterian Churches about 1927. St.
Andrew’s United Church, which was originally built as
the Presbyterian Church building in 1893, was a vibrant
part of the community in the RM of Lansdowne. It became
part of the Neepawa and Area Larger Parish in 1971. As
the Larger Parish decreased in points, the Arden United
Church continued in worship as the only church in the
village of Arden.
Ministers who have lead worship since 1984
include Ferne Graham (1978-1984), Nancy Stephenson
(1984-1986), Earl Gould (1980-1986), Barbara Jardine
(1983-1986), Nancy Holman (1986-1987), James Penhale
(1986-1989), Jenny Stephens (1986-1990), Jody Barker
(1990-1991), Bruce McNeill (1991-1992), Sarah Reaburn
(1992-1994), George Scott (1987-1998), George Cargo
(1994-). And Joe Ball (1998-).
As is the plight of small villages throughout the prairies, the last decades have seen the numbers in the pews
for Sunday morning worship decease. The Sunday School
remained active until the mid-nineties. But, although active
membership has become less, the church continues to be a
vital part of the Arden community. Enterprising members
have initiated various special events such as corn maizes,
old time dances and homecoming worship services which
have brought together community members past and present in celebration and worship. Extensive upgrades to
the exterior and interior of the church were completed
recently.
The United Church Women continues to be active in
organizing the annual fall suppers and to serve the community in times of need. Families continue to come home
to gather for worship on Christmas Eve. It is a place the
community gathers in joy for baptisms and marriages and
to mourn the loss of loved ones.
The many dedicated individuals who have served on
church boards, taught Sunday School, helped with special
worship events, served as pianists and worked on women’s
groups do so as generously as those before. Perhaps the
spiritual music drifting across the village of Arden on
Sunday mornings exemplifies the spirit of St. Andrew’s
United Church continuing to be an integral part of the
community of Arden.

Submitted by Helen Ford

Arden Presbyterian Church/Arden United Church
– Built in 1893
Anglican Church
– Built in 1902
Methodist Church
– No date available
– Methodist Churches were found in Glenholm,
Salisbury, Winchester, Orange Ridge
Glenholm Church
– Built in 1891. Services were held in the school.

ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH – ARDEN
Submitted by Doris Shuttleworth
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ARDEN UNITED CHURCH WOMEN
The Arden United Church Women was formed in
January of 1962, from the existing Women’s Auxiliary.
There were twenty-two members on the roll at that time.
They met once a month except for July and August and
continued to raise money for the church through catering,
teas and fowl suppers.
Throughout the years, as membership in the church
changed, so did the numbers in the UCW. At present, there
are ten members attending meetings seven times a year for
fellowship and planning. The group, along with the help
of other church members, raises money for the church
and other charitable organizations through annual fowl
suppers, catering and other fund raising activities.

Gordon United Church 1928

CHURCHES OF THE LANGFORD
MUNICIPALITY
Name
Built In Location
St. George’s Anglican Church 1885
NW 3-14-16
Glendale Presbyterian Church 1885
NW 9-14-16
Gordon Methodist/
1893
_________
United Church
Glendale Baptist Church
1903
NE 20-14-16
Oakdale Presbyterian Church 1890
NW 9-14-14
Southwood Methodist Church 1898
NE 14-14-14
Inkerman United Church
1903
SE 35-14-14
Hallboro Church (always held services in Aberdour or
Hallboro schools)
As time went by congregations grew smaller and the
lack of available funds and shortage of ministers caused
the small country churches to close. Many became part of
larger circuits in the larger towns. The location of these
churches can be found by using the section, township and
range as given above.

Gordon United Church 1971

Glendale Baptist Church

Anglican Church Glendale
Little church west of Neepawa
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The larger building which now serves as our house
of worship was completed in 1990. Sept. 23 of that year
we held our first regular Sunday morning service in it.
We extend a hearty welcome to everyone to come and
worship with us!

Inkerman Church ready for its move on Aug. 1, 1959

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST MENNONITE
BIRNIE, MB

ST. ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH AND POLONIA
COMMUNITY, POLONIA

Due to the scarcity as well as the escalating price
of farm land in southeastern Manitoba, some of us as
members of the above mentioned group decided to relocate. This area appealed to us for the simple reason that
there were farms available at more affordable prices. When
a lay brother as well as a minister and deacon purchased
farms in this area in 1980, more of us soon followed. As of
today, we are about fifty households, spread over an area
of approximately thirty square miles, with a membership
of a hundred and thirty-one (2007). Though widely scattered we feel that we have been well accepted in all of the
different communities.
Our church and school, in separate buildings, are
located on the same acreage on the NE 15-17-15 W, a
mile north and a half mile east of the Birnie corner on
Hwy #5. The first small church building was renovated
and added to and is now serving as our school. We have
an enrollment of 30 students and employ two teachers. The
provincial inspector of parochial schools is satisfied with
the academic level that our students attain. When students
select vocations that require more than Junior High level of
education, they do this through regular programs available
for the type of service of their selection.

Throughout its history, the community of Polonia has
centered around the church. In 1980 with the departure of
Father Korewa, the parishioners were saddened to learn
that Polonia would no longer have a resident priest. Father
Musiolik was assigned to hold regular masses in Polonia.
In 1984, Polonia once again became a mission, this time
of Erickson. Over the next 12 years, Father Cahill, Father
Cink, Father Ward, Father Soeterboek, Father Gurr, Father
Lubecki and Deacon Conrad Plante serviced the parish.
On Aug. 18, 1985, a large celebration in Polonia
commemorated the 100th anniversary of the first Slovak
and Polish settlers in the valley. At that time, the tiny
community was called Hun’s Valley. Descendants of these
early pioneers arrived from all over the United States and
Canada to pay tribute to their ancestors who settled in this
area. At this time a centennial book was published, “Along
the Hills to the Valley” and a cairn was dedicated.
From its inception in 1887, to the present day, the
Polonia cemetery, located approximately one half mile
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southwest of the current church, has seen more than
300 interments. In 1998, a cairn was dedicated to all the
unmarked graves and, as well, to the first St. Elizabeth
Church, the one originally located on this cemetery site.
In July, 1995, the last regular Sunday mass was held,
and since then St. Elizabeth’s celebrates two masses per
year. The Pilgrimage, held the third Sunday in July, still
attracts people from all over, including many parishioners
from Holy Ghost Church in Winnipeg, while the mass on
Christmas Eve is brimming with former parishioners and
their families. Occasionally weddings, anniversary masses,
baptisms and funerals are also held in the church.
In 1998, the first ‘Little Valley Jamboree’ was held
in Polonia. Rod and Evelyn Lewandoski brought the idea
of a jamboree to the Polonia Hall Committee. Together,
they organized this event to benefit children with medical
disabilities. It was held in Polonia until 2005.
On July 14, 2002, to celebrate the 100th year of
the current St. Elizabeth’s Church, a special pilgrimage
was held. A cairn dedicated to the current church was
erected and blessed by the Most Rev. V. James Weisgerber,
Archbishop of Winnipeg.

Newspaper clipping, Minnedosa Tribune, Jan. 20, 1988
Seventeen members and former members (now living
in Neepawa and Minnedosa) gathered at the home of Beryl
Parrott on Dec. 11, 1987 for the final meeting of the UCW
at Franklin.
President Beth Berry led the worship using a Christmas
candle lighting service. During the business a motion was
made to send the Cancer Fund all remaining funds after
all other commitments were met. A final payment will
be sent to J. Malliga, for twelve years our foster child in
India. A tape of music was purchased to be given to Jim
Stewart in the care home in Brandon. It was agreed to pack
12 boxes of “goodies” for distribution at Christmas time.
The winners of the two lucky draws were Beryl Parrott
and Enid Stewart.
The program consisted of a brief entertaining history
of UCW as well as former Women’s Auxiliary, Women’s
Missionary Society, and Jean Holt Auxiliary at Franklin,
given by Sibyl Burton. A few amusing contests were
enjoyed. The usual exchange of gifts was followed by
a delicious lunch while everyone continued to visit and
reminisce. Pictures were taken which will be a record of
a former event in the district of Franklin.
Following is a summary of UCW during its 35 years
of existence.
In 1962, three women’s groups united to form United
Church Women – namely Women’s Auxiliary (WA),
Women’s Missionary Society (WMS), and Jean Holt
Auxiliary. Actually the union took place in 1961 when
it was known as a Federated group. Mrs. Emma Taylor
was the first president followed by Margaret Freeman,
Evelyn Montgomery, Dolly Kitson, Louise Drayson, Sibyl
Burton, Peggy Csversko and Beth Berry. Secretaries were
Fleda White, Dorothy Burton, Emma Taylor, Vic Orr and
Sibyl Burton. Treasurers included Viona Fraser, Evelyn
MacDonald, Peggy Csversko and Ruby Cathcart (for a
record 14 years).
It was an industrious group that raised money for
United Church allocations, donations to the local church
board; paid the church organist and caretaker; provided
maintenance for the manse, supplies for Vacation School,
gifts to hospital patients and others and numerous charitable
donations. Many cleaning bees were held for both church
and manse. Showers for local girls were organized.
Funds were raised from fowl suppers, wedding receptions, bake sales, bazaars, teas, quiltings, meals at the local
curling rink and lunches at local farm sales. More recently
the use of penny calendars, birthday boxes, bakeless bake
sales, lucky draws, were an easier means of raising the
necessary money. Members were generous in their contributions at meetings.

Polonia Cemetery
In the fall of 2006, two small stone cenotaphs were
erected on either side of the Pioneer cairn - one to thank the
men and women from this area who served in the armed
forces, and the other to commemorate the eight men who
lost their lives overseas.
Since 1983, over 3,000 people have visited the church,
not only from all over Manitoba and many places west and
east within Canada, but also from the United States and
from such distant countries as Poland, Australia, Ireland,
England, Holland, Yugoslavia and Russia.
Currently, Father Vincent de Paul Tchaoule services
Polonia from St. Jude’s in Erickson. The two regular
masses held now are reminiscent of the early years in
Polonia when the priests from Winnipeg and Brandon
made it to the tiny community just a few times per year.
Perhaps history is repeating itself.
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be the replica of our church building which is on display
at the Beautiful Plains Museum – the idea for this came
from the UCW. May we all continue to support the work
of the UCW and/or church wherever our separate paths
may lead us.
by Mrs. C. Stewart

With the closing of the church at the end of 1970, there
was a reduced demand for funds. So the group took on the
support of a foster child. Over the years many, many bales
of good used clothing, baby layettes and quilt supplies
were sent to missions in the north.
As in possibly all other communities there have been
ladies groups since early times – a total of 85 years in
Franklin. In 1902, the Methodist Ladies Aid was formed;
in 1904 the Presbyterian WMS and in 1911 the Methodist
WMS. In 1923, after the Presbyterian and Methodist
congregations united to form a Union Church, it followed
that a Union Ladies Aid and WMS should be formed.
In 1925, these groups continued under the new national
United Church.
In 1931, the Jean Holt Auxiliary was formed for
younger women of the community.
It was recorded that in 1970 when the church closed,
the group had a discussion as to whether to continue UCW.
It has lasted another 17 years, thanks to the faithful few
who cherished the life in a small community.
As I reviewed the life of our UCW, I made the following recollections. Meetings were held in all of the members
homes but most notable were the several Christmas party
meetings at Doris Henderson’s, the yearly packing of
dozens of Christmas boxes at Enid Stewart’s and the packing of many bales of clothing at Beryl Parrott’s (especially
the time she nearly lost a valued sweater to the bale).
There were always many pairs of mitts for these bales,
knit by Ruby Cathcart. We all contributed to programs for
meetings but Peggy Csversko’s humorous and entertaining
selections were outstanding. The worship services were
more enjoyable when Beth Berry brought her music tapes.
The quiltings were always an enjoyable time with especially fine quilters such as Stella Burton, Emma Taylor,
Dolly Kitson, Doris Henderson, Margaret Freeman, Peggy
Csversko, Ruby Cathcart, Vic Orr and Lottie Vinnell, and
of course, those delicious gourmet delights served by Doris
Henderson and Alda Miller.
Vic Orr’s yummy fudge was always a temptation that
we resisted, when packing those Christmas boxes.
Another pleasant time was the bonspiel held at the
local rink. I remember Mrs. Brydon’s good homemade
soup and those pies when the UCW had its day to serve.
UCW was responsible for many years for the Bible
Society canvass. Mae Ritchey faithfully in her quiet way
took on this duty for several years after Mrs. Kathleen
White gave it up. Mrs. White and Dorothy Burton, our
historians, have been invaluable in recording events.
Another form of record is our Franklin Cook Book with
recipes from all residents and was compiled by Florence
Orr and her committee as a means to raise some money
for WA.
Others will have many more memories to add to the
list. But the most lasting memorial for us all will probably

CALVARY CHAPEL 1983 – 2007
Refer to page 181 “Neepawa, Land of Plenty”.
Ministers since 1983:
1983 – 1990
Rev. Gary Lybeck
1990 – 1992
Rev. John Counsell
1992 – 1995
Kara Pierce joined the staff as
assistant
1992 – 2001
Rev. Ron Pierce
During this time, Beth McDonald joined the staff as
Visitation Minister and Rod and Lorraine Kroeker as Youth
Pastors.
1989 the mortgage was burned.
2001 Rev. Evan Asselstine
2002 Our 60 Anniversary.
God is continuing to bless the work of the Lord in
Calvary Chapel.

HISTORY OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
1972 - 2006

In August of 1972, the Manitoba-Saskatchewan
District called Rev. Melvin R Wolters to begin mission
work in the Neepawa area. Pastor Wolters moved with his
wife Elaine and children, Carolyn, Michael, Joyce, and
Tammy to Neepawa. The house at 366 Vivian Street was
rented as the first Lutheran parsonage.
On Dec. 10, 1972 the first worship service was held
at the St. James Anglican Church with 33 people in attendance. Rev. Wolters was also installed as Pastor of St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church in McCreary, MB.
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special service on Sunday, Jan. 29 by President Roy Holm.
Also in attendance were Pastor Borchardt’s parents, Rev.
and Mrs. Alvin O. Borchardt of Langenburg, SK and his
two brothers, Rev. Paul Borchardt of Roblin, MB and Rev.
Carl Borchardt of Winnipeg.
On Mar. 4, 1984, another rather historic event took
place, when after discussions with the congregations in
both Neepawa and McCreary, it was decided that St. Paul’s
Lutheran, McCreary and Christ Lutheran, Neepawa would
be a dual Parish.
On Aug.17, 1984 a special service of Praise and
Thanksgiving to our great and gracious God for enabling
Christ Lutheran Congregation to erase its debt and “Burn
the mortgage.”
On July 26, 1998, another milestone in the history
of Christ Lutheran Church, Neepawa was celebrated: 25
years of God’s Grace as a congregation and 20 years of
God’s grace in our House of Worship!
Rev Alvin Borchardt retired from the public ministry
in 1999. The church vacancy was served by Rev Richard
Klein of Zion, Plumas.
Rev. Ken Edel serving at Sylvan Lake and Lacombe,
AB accepted the call and was installed on Oct. 22, 2000
as the Church’s third pastor. He is married to Claudia (nee
Luedtke) and together they have two children, Hannah
and Luke.
The church expanded the narthex in the fall of 2002
to allow for handicap access.
The church continues on under the grace of God delivering the forgiveness of Jesus Christ to all in need of peace
and comfort.

On Pentecost Sunday, June 10, 1973, just seven months
after the first worship service was held, the Neepawa mission
voted to adopt a Constitution and Christ Lutheran Church
became an official congregation. A congregational meeting was held three days later (June 13) and officers were
elected to serve on the first Church Council. They were;
Walter Mauthe, Chairman; Florence Keating, Secretary;
and Vern Kendell, Elder. At the first council meeting held
June 22, 1973, Dorothy Mauthe was appointed as treasurer
and Donna Kendell as financial secretary. Organists were
Elaine Wolters, Debbie Mauthe, and Carolyn Wolters.
More and more people came to the church. In September
of 1974, Pastor Wolters began conducting worship services
at Minnedosa, a town 17 miles west of Neepawa.
After nearly a year of searching for suitable property
on which to build a church, a down payment was made in
July, 1975, on an acre of property overlooking the scenic
Riverbend Park and the town. The property, at a cost of
$7,583. was completely paid for by the members.
In May 1976, the rented parsonage was sold and the
congregation voted to build their own parsonage. The
house was built by the Ste. Rose Lumber Company and
moved the sixty miles to Neepawa and placed on a foundation poured by the members themselves. On June 12,
1977, a Service of Dedication for the new parsonage and
groundbreaking ceremonies for the new church were held.
Contractor, Bob Radford, finished the shell of the church
and from there the members themselves took over. With
a lot of prayer, hard work and sacrifice, the new House
of Worship was finally completed with all the necessary
furnishings.
The dedication of the new church, took place July 30,
1978. Rev. Luther Koehler was guest speaker in the morning service and Rev. Dennis Bylund was guest speaker
in the afternoon service, with Pastor Wolters serving as
liturgist. Over 250 people crowded in for the two services!
Total cost of the church and furnishings was $105,748.
In the fall of 1979, the mission congregation at
Minnedosa voted to cease holding services there and on
Sept. 23, nineteen people transferred to Christ Lutheran,
Neepawa.
1983 was an eventful year for the members of Christ
Lutheran Church in Neepawa. The highlight was the 10th
Anniversary of the congregation on July 31. On Sunday,
Oct. 10, 1983, Pastor Wolters announced that he had
accepted a call from the ABC District “to be Mission
Developer in the Canmore-Banff areas.” He preached his
farewell on Sunday, Nov. 6. During the short vacancy the
congregations at Neepawa and McCreary were served by
Pastor John Kreutzwieser of Plumas.
A call had been sent to Rev. Alvin Borchardt of Red
Lake, ON, which he accepted. Pastor Borchardt and his
family – wife Jean, and the two youngest of their six children, Jim and Jeannette – arrived and were installed in a

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES IN THE NEEPAWA
AREA
Jehovah’s Witnesses are known throughout the world
for their preaching activity. They speak to people everywhere about Jehovah God and his Kingdom. Based upon
the teachings from the Bible, Jehovah’s Witnesses follow
the example set by the early Christians in their teachings and beliefs. In the latter part of the 19th century, a
man named Charles Taze Russell, born in Pennsylvania,
set out to research the scriptures. In 1870, he and a few
acquaintances began to meet regularly, forming a class for
bible study. This small group of interested ones eventually
began to grow in number, and became known as “Bible
Students”. These Bible Students, who over time became
a vibrant international organization, adopted the name
Jehovah’s Witnesses (Based upon the scripture found at
Isaiah 43:10, 12) in 1931.
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Sometime around the year 1880, the message being
preached by the Bible Students reached Canada. Ernest
persons from the United States sent literature produced
by the Bible Students to their Canadian friends and relatives.
While there was much information from the Bible
Students being received in Eastern Canada at this time,
there was somewhat less in the west. However, in 1889
William Flewwelling of Carberry, MB, came into possession of “The Divine Plan of the Ages,” the first volume of
C.T. Russell’s Millennial Dawn series (later call Studies
in the Scriptures). Flewwelling shared it with others in
the area, and continued to do so after having moved to
Vancouver, BC in 1890.
In the years 1922-23, the first Bible Students arrived in
the Neepawa area. Fred, Gladys, Clara and Lizzy Clancy,
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Chambers, John Barrie (J.B.) and Frances
Fleming formed a group and began their preaching activity. They used the mediums of print, sound cars, personal
visits, and even film in the form of the Photo Drama of
Creation, which was a combination, hand painted picture
slide and moving picture sound presentation of the Bible,
to accomplish their work.
The first public meetings in Neepawa were held in
the courthouse and later in the parlor of Mr. Fleming’s
home. In the 1940s, during the government imposed ban
upon public meetings of Jehovah’s Witnesses, they met
quietly in smaller groups at various private homes in the
area. Once the ban was lifted larger meetings resumed at
the Fleming residence, moving briefly to the residence
of Mr. Tom Woods. In the 1950s, preparations to build a
place for public worship were begun, and in 1957, after
several years of planning, a Kingdom Hall was constructed
on land donated by Albert Zerkie and Wilmer Clancey, at
281 First Avenue in Neepawa.
As time passed, the congregation grew, another building project was deemed necessary, and the site at 260
Rodney Bay North was purchased. In June of 1986, a
building project was undertaken there by the Neepawa
congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses with volunteer help
provided by their spiritual brothers and sisters from several
different congregations throughout Manitoba and northwestern Ontario. This was a “quick build” project, which
involved having the cement pad ready for construction to
begin on Friday morning, with the entire project being
completed in time to have a public meeting in the hall on
the following Sunday. The dedication discourse was given
by Mr. Earnest Funk of Toronto, ON several weeks later.
Since that time the congregation has continued to grow
and several renovation projects have been necessary. As
of November, 2007, what began as a few interested ones
meeting in a parlor has grown into a thriving congregation
of approximately 70 persons.

Submitted by Bill Fraser

Presbyterians are members of the Presbyterian Church
in Canada. The word “presbytery” comes from a Greek
word meaning “elder”. A minister and a board of elders
rule each local church. The members of the church elect
the elders and call a minister. A board of managers may
also be elected or appointed to handle church property
and finances.
Presbyterianism arrived in Western Canada with the
Selkirk settlers in Red River in August of 1812. From about
1877 to 1890 many students and some ordained ministers
acted as missionaries and held services in Neepawa area
in schools, newly built churches or even private homes.
These services were open to anyone regardless of their
ethnic or religious origins.
In 1881 Rev. D. McRae undertook mission work with
Neepawa as his headquarters. He also preached in homes
in Glendale, Rosedale and Salisbury areas. In 1882 it was
decided that a Presbyterian church within the town was
needed and a frame building was erected on the north-east
corner of Brown and Isabel.
Ten years later the present church at First and Mill
was built at a cost of about $10,000. It was designed by
architect James A. Macdonald of Portage la Prairie, who
would later, among other things, design the city hall in
Nelson, BC. Construction of the new church was carried
out by local carpenters, Jones, Cowan and Fusee, assisted
by willing volunteers. The pews, which are still in use
today, were obtained from Hamilton, ON, at a cost of
$1,200. An 800 pound bell, the first in Beautiful Plains,
was installed in the tower.
The original elders were W. F. Young, John Coutts, J.J.
Hamilton and Peter Stewart. The descendants of several
of the original members on the roll are still members of
Knox today.
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On Oct. 24, 1989, our church building was declared
an historic site by the Department of Heritage, Culture
and Recreation, with the permission of the Brandon
Presbytery.
A major renovation was undertaken in 1990 to stabilize the roof. This was done by installing four laminated
arches inside, anchored to cement bases going below
the basement floor level. This was accomplished by the
support of members and friends through memorials and
donations and through grants from the Dept. of Culture and
Heritage, Community Places, the Thomas Sill Foundation,
the McLean Foundation and Nancy and Will Poole.
The sanctuary at Knox has excellent acoustics and
the church is often used for musical recitals and festivals.
In 1954 chimes were installed in the tower to replace the
bell. These were operated by a record player and later by
cassette tapes. In 1993 a new sound system was installed
with five inputs for microphones on the stage. In the early
days of the church a pump organ was used and someone, often a small boy, had the job of keeping the bellows
filled by pumping a handle up and down while the organist played. In 1952 a new Hammond electric organ was
purchased in memory of those members of Knox who
had lost their lives in the war. In 1996 a new Allen organ
was donated by a long-time friend of the church. In 1997
the Neepawa and District Fine Arts Festival purchased a
Kawaii grand piano and asked permission to store it in our
sanctuary. A couple of years later they extended the stage
so the organ and piano now sit side by side and can both
be used at once, if desired.
From its beginnings Knox has always had an active
church choir and for many years a junior choir as well.
The records of choir directors and organists in the early
years are a bit sketchy, but some of the better remembered
choir leaders are:
1927 Mr. Robert Ferris
1940 Bertha Simpson
1946 Clare (Mrs. Adam) Leckie
1948 Marj (Sparling) Sandercock was choir leader and
in 1958 also took over the organist’s duties and continued
in the post almost until her death in 2004, a truly remarkable record. Fran Fraser, a choir member for over 46 years,
has taken over from Marj.
The Board of Managers take care of the church
property and handles all church finances. Some of their
responsibilities over the years have been various manses
or ministers’ residences, owned by the church, the heating
system, converted to gas in 1958, washrooms and Sunday
School rooms built in the basement in 1961, roof repairs
in 1982 and again in 1990, replacement of some windows
in 1984 and new front doors in 2005.
We have been blessed with good caretakers who take
pride in keeping the building clean and the grounds neat.
Records of early caretakers are sparse, but names worthy

The clerks of session from 1892 to the present are:
1892 Peter Stewart
1907 R. S. Horne
1923 J. A. Clare
1925 R. D. Young
1941 F. G. Abbott
1945 Rev. Gordon Bastedo
1948 Donald Carmichael
1951 Art Sparling
1957 A. H. Eaton
1961 Jack Johnstone
1973 Gordon Hall
1975 Fred Powell
1982 Jennie Vickers
1986 Mary McLaren
1989 Bill Fraser
1995 Marg Kaspick
Present elders and the year they were appointed are:
1967 Roy McGillivray, Bill Fraser
1972 Jennie Vickers
1991 Marg Kaspick
1994 Harold Hunter, Lloyd Reidle, Lillian Sangster
By 1925 Presbyterianism was the largest denomination in Canada having 79 presbyteries, 1,700 ministers and
380,000 members. Besides Neepawa, Beautiful Plains area
had Presbyterian churches in Oakdale, Wellwood, Keyes,
Rosedale (where the cemetery is now, four miles north
of Neepawa), Glendale, Franklin, Arden, Eden, Birnie,
Inkerman, Gregg, Petrel, Oberon and Creeford (west of
Brookdale where a model of the church still stands).
Prior to 1925 a movement arose in the Methodist,
Congregational and Presbyterian churches to unite these
denominations, the main reason being an overlapping of
services in many communities. For example, both Franklin
and Eden had both Presbyterian and Methodist churches
within blocks of each other. In 1891 Glendale had a
Presbyterian, a Methodist and a Baptist church within four
miles of one another.
This movement split the Presbyterian Church with
many churches voting to stay with the Presbyterian Church
in Canada, while others joined the newly formed United
Church. At the present time the Presbyterian Church has
46 presbyteries in Canada, 1,256 ministers and about
135,000 members. Neepawa voted to remain Presbyterian
due perhaps to the influence of the minister at that time,
Rev. Rupert Stewart.
However, the Presbyterians in Neepawa have a very
close relationship with the United Church and with all
the other denominations through the Neepawa Ministerial
Association. For many years we shared summer services
with the Baptist Church and later the United Church.
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1959 - 1964 Rev. David Smith
1965 - 1966 Rev. Francis X. Muttoo
1968 - 1972 Rev. C. Wesley Quinn
1973 - 1977 Rev. William Campbell McNeill
1980 - 1989 Rev. Richard C. Kunzelman
1991 - 1997 Rev. David S. Wilson
1999 - 2007 Rev. Gladys Anderson – our only woman
minister to this date and the only one who has purchased
her own home in the community.

of mention are Gordon Clendenning from 1964-72, Alan
Bates and his mother, Florence, for several years and Allan
McKee from 1982 to the present.
The church treasurer keeps all accounts for the
church, deposits money, pays bills, pays all salaries,
files tax returns and makes financial reports periodically
to the Board, Session and congregation. There is little
mention in early minutes of the names of the treasurers,
but Harold Thomson served from 1956-1975, Don Douma
from 1976-1977, Edith Dunsmore from 1978-1986, Earl
Tomlin from 1986-1988 and Fran Fraser since 1989 with
Joyce Bell and Dale Hunter each serving for a year in
that time.
The envelope secretary has to record all givings each
Sunday, deposit the money, issue receipts and balance
his or her books with those of the treasurer. Four people
worthy of mention here are Flossie McDougall, Phyllis
Powell from 1966-1986, Amy Arnold from 1986-2000 and
Joan McGillivray from 2000 to present.

NEEPAWA FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Submitted by S. H. Cassells

The last 25 years have seen some significant changes
in the life and ministry of First Baptist Church, Neepawa.
The first change came when the Beautiful Plains Baptist
Church, east of Neepawa on Highway #16, disbanded and
its members joined our congregation. This group of dedicated people has had an enduring positive impact on the
life and ministry of the congregation.
The second significant change began with the realization that the church building, even with the previous
alterations and addition, was still not adequate to meet the
needs of the growing attendance. Consideration was given
to acquiring adjacent property for the erection of a larger
sanctuary and off-street parking. This idea was thoroughly
explored but eventually discarded as too costly.
A second consideration was to acquire a larger property in a different location and erect a completely new
church building. In 1992 a thirteen-acre property on
Highway #5 North, within the town limits, was purchased.
Although there were some misgivings expressed regarding moving from the center of town to the perimeter, the
church decided that if the zoning of the property could be
changed from heavy industrial to institutional, it should be
purchased with a view to erecting a house of worship. The
zoning was changed and the church bought the property.
A Planning Committee was formed to come up with a
preliminary design for a new church building. A plan was
developed but enthusiasm waned. Several factors may have
led to the declining interest in the building. The congregation had ceased to increase significantly in size, and Rev.
Herb Cassells had let it be known that he intended to retire
as pastor of the church, at the end of January 1996, after

Over the years our congregation has been blessed with
ministers who have not only led us in worship but have
been friends and companions who celebrated with us in
times of joy and helped us sustain our faith in times of
sorrow. There are some years when Knox had no permanent minister, but services carried on with supply ministers
or talented lay people.
Since the present church was built our ministers are
listed as follows:
1885 - 1893 Rev. S. C. Murray
1893 - 1900 Rev. Robert Patterson
1901 - 1910 Rev. R. Francis Hall
1911 - 1915 Rev. Hugh Gibson Crozier
1916 - 1920 Rev. Cecil H. Best
1921 - 1925 Rev. Rupert G. Stewart
1926 - 1927 Rev. R. J. Kirkland
1928 - 1933 Rev. Harry M. Coulter
1933 - 1935 Rev. P. W. Graham
1935 - 1939 Rev. J. H. Stewart
1940 - 1943 Rev. Robert H. Armstrong
1943 - 1948 Rev. Gordon Bastedo
1948 - 1958 Rev. Doug Anderson
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eighteen and a half years of ministry here in Neepawa.
At this time a “search” committee was put in place and
in 1996 Rev. Neil Strohschein became Pastor of FBC.
In 2000 Dave Kolesar, formerly Neepawa and District
Youth for Christ Director, undertook “interim” duties until
September of 2001 when Rev. Dean Eisner and his family
moved to Neepawa and Rev. Eisner assumed the position
of Pastor of FBC.
The dawning of year 2002 and the settlement of Rev.
Dean Eisner, brought a revival of interest in building. At
the annual general meeting in 2002 a decision was made
to determine the degree of enthusiasm for erecting a new
structure. A committee’s thorough survey determined that
there was a high degree of enthusiasm for moving ahead
with a new church facility and a willingness to support
the project.
Once again a planning committee was established. It
prepared three preliminary designs and estimated costs.
The largest was a 12,500 square foot building and two
designs for smaller buildings. The congregation opted
for the largest plan. The late Mr. Peter Isaac, treasurer,
prepared pledge forms for all who desired to contribute
to the building fund over a five year period. The congregational response was overwhelming.
A Building Committee of three, Mr. Gilbert Plett,
the Rev. Herb Cassells, and Mr. Bjarni Walterson were
appointed. Structural plans were prepared by Samson
Engineering of Brandon. A building permit was secured.
The congregation gathered on the site in the spring of 2002
to celebrate the beginning of the project with a sod turning
ceremony. Newton Enterprises supplied the basic construction materials. Plett Construction Company of Neepawa
was hired to do the construction. Other subcontractors
included F. Kozak & Sons, John’s Electric, Boersma
Plumbing, Hollyoak Geothermal Heating, Bob Isaac
Gyprocing, Blue Water Sound and Thomas Window and
Glass. There were also a number of volunteers from the
congregation who made significant contributions, which
helped to keep construction to approximately $700,000.
The first Service of Worship was held on Palm Sunday,
2003. The last payment on the mortgage was made in
November 2005.
The church building now serves as a center for
denominational events and for various other gatherings.
This functional facility has the capability of power point
projection, video conferencing and can access the Christian
Communication Network’s satellite, which provides live
coverage of various conferences and events in North
America. In addition to congregational gatherings, the
church continues to provide ministries to various segments
of the community such as; children’s groups, youth and
young mothers. It is our plan in years to come to extend
our ministry increasingly to third-world countries in the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Outside the church
From the last writing in 1981, Neepawa United Church
has undergone a major change. The original structure, built
in 1892, at a cost of $8,000 needed considerable repair. A
decision was made to demolish the building and replace it
with a single level structure which would be more energy
efficient and handicapped accessible. It was designed to
connect to the existing Christian Education Centre, built in
1960. The stained glass windows from the original church
were saved and installed in the sanctuary to preserve their
beautiful heritage. During construction, services were jampacked into the CEC, an exercise that contributed to a real
feeling of fellowship and unity. The church structure was
completed in 1992, and due to generous donations, many
novel fund-raisers and monthly brunches, the mortgage
was burned in 1996. Total cost of the new church building
was $800,000.
In 1998, the CEC building was modified and brought
up to code at the cost of $208,692. and was totally paid off
in 2002. We are fortunate to have a beautiful and useful
building to worship in, which combines modern facilities
and preserves heritage features. Several elements stand out
in the history of Neepawa United Church.
In 2005, the congregation adopted the following
mission statement as a guide to our life and work:
“Neepawa United Church seeks to be a caring
and compassionate Christian community, open and
welcoming to all people. Our mission is to worship
and serve God in our community and in the world, by
following the teaching and example of Jesus Christ,
our Lord.”
An energetic and dynamic group within our church is
the United Church Women, who are celebrating 45 years
of service in 2007. The UCW has been a major contributor
to the financial well-being of our church and of world wide
mission projects, while personifying care and outreach,
congregational support, and service to grieving families.
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The Neepawa United Church choir has continued a long
tradition of worship in song, and has also supported other
community events including Neepawa Area Community
Television, music festivals and the Choraliers Christmas
concert.
Sunday School and Youth Group continue to be a big
part of our church work. We do find that Sunday School
attendance is often reduced because of various activities
in the community.
One of the major works of our church is in Outreach
to our members and adherents. We also “reach out” to
community members in need and to people of other
lands.

In the last 25 years, St. Dominic’s Catholic Church
Parish has gone through extensive changes.…with the
building structure, ministerial personnel, and its church
membership.
In 1980, during the ministry of Father Art Seaman,
the old rectory was sold (moved) and a new rectory with
an adjoining administration office was constructed. The
addition included a new parish office, three classrooms
and a large board room. In 1990, during the time of Father
Chris Soeterboek, the parish bought a new Allen digital
organ. Extensive renovations were made to the building
in 1994-95 under the direction of Father Darrin Gurr.
The administration offices were moved into the expanded
church foyer. During the time of this renovation, a donation
from Ken Moore’s estate allowed the parish to install an
elevator into the church foyer, and therefore, have wheelchair accessibility into the church sanctuary and basement
hall. The old administration offices were converted into
religious education classrooms. The rectory and the church
sanctuary were redecorated and refurnished. With financial
support from the Knights of Columbus, a shrine in honour
of St. Dominic was added to the central outdoor church
yard. In 2000, St. Dominic’s Catholic Women’s League
financed the renovation and redecoration of the church
hall kitchen. A generous donation from Frank Lavich in
2002, allowed for the paving of the church parking lot.
During this same year, the parish invested in a central air
conditioning unit which was paid off in two years. Over
the 25 years, approximately $500,000 was invested into
the structural building.
During the 25 year span, the following seven pastors
were assigned to St. Dominic’s Church:
Fr. Art Seaman
1979-85
Fr. Gerry Ward
1985-89
Fr. Chris Soeterboek
1989-92
Fr. Darrin Gurr
1992-97
Fr. Joseph Sharbel
1997-98
Fr. Yolando Gamallo
1998-2005
Fr. David Kowalski
2005-present.
Three Archbishops were appointed by the Pope to the
Archdiocese of Winnipeg to which St. Dominic’s Church
belongs. The Most Reverend Adam J. Exner, O.M.I., D.D.,
of Killaly, SK., was archbishop from 1982 until 1991
when he was transferred to Vancouver. Most Reverend
Leonard James Wall, S.T.D., D.D., served as archbishop
from 1992 until his retirement in 2000. He was born in
1924 in Windsor, ON., and ordained in 1949. He died in
2002. The current archbishop is Most Reverend V. James
Weisgerber, Ph.L., S.T.L., D.D. He was born in Vibank,
SK and ordained as a priest in 1963. He was appointed
general secretary of the Canadian Conference of Catholic

Inside the church
Over time and changing rural demographics, the larger
parish has reduced from 6 points to three – Neepawa,
Arden and Brookdale. This 3 point charge is served by
two ministers.
Ministers of record since 1981 are:
Kim Waite-Intern 2006-2007, Rev Joe Ball – 1998 –
present, Rev George Cargo – 1994 – present, Rev George
Scott 1987-1998, Rev Sarah Raeburn 1992-1994, Rev.
Bruce McNeill 1991-1992, Rev Judy Barker 1990-1991,
Jenny Stephens 1986 – 1990, Rev Sid Walmsley 1989-1990,
Rev James Penhale 1986-1989, Nancy Holman 1986-1987,
David Fielder-Summer Intern – May-Aug, 1986, Rev
Barbara Jardine 1983-1986, Rev Earl Gould 1980-1986,
Nancy Stephenson 1984-1986, Ferne Graham 1978-1984,
Rev Jack White 1975-1983.
Physically the church occupies its established place on
the corner of Mountain and Ellen. Spiritually the church
calls to every corner of our district in sharing God’s love
with the world.
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Adult religious education and Bible study groups are
held on a weekly basis and have been directed by Velda
Moroz, Irene Boyle and Isabella Moyer. RCIA (Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults) programs were first introduced to St. Dominic’s Church during the time of Father
Darrin Gurr. When there is interest, candidates follow a full
year program in preparation for the initiation. David and
Isabella Moyer, Velda Moroz, Ruth Marion, Paul Bilodeau,
Karl Sauerborn and Sr. Aline Comeau have been volunteer
instructors to adults who have chosen to be initiated into
the Catholic faith.
The music ministry has undergone many changes over
the years. Ruth Whelan directed the choir for 22 years until
her retirement. In 1997, Val Isman became a volunteer
organist for Saturday evening Masses. While still attending
high school, Michelle Bradley and Kathy Issac accompanied the choir on an occasional basis. Organists for the
Sunday morning Masses have been Donna Huck (started
in 1989) and Olia Jesson (started in 1979). Olia Jesson
retired in January, 2007 after 27 years playing.
Other ministries play a viable role in the operation of the church. Approximately 100 parishioners are
involved in these ministries on a regular and ongoing basis.
The Auxiliary Eucharistic Ministry, Reading Ministry,
Hospitality, Baptismal Preparation, Arts and Decorating,
Finance Committee, Sick and Shut-In, Liturgy, Social
Development, Children’s Liturgy, Mass Video-taping,
Emmaus Group, Sacristans, Altar Servers, are just a few
of the groups that are involved in keeping St. Dominic’s
church working.
The Pastoral Parish Council is a consultative body
of Parishioners, engaged in common pastoral visioning,
planning and fostering pastoral action in the church. In
1988, the Archbishop of Winnipeg issued guidelines
for the establishment and functioning of Parish Pastoral
Councils. Since their establishment, St. Dominic’s Church
has had Councils to assist in the pastoral ministry of the
church. A Finance Committee consisting of two members
is appointed by the Archbishop to advise the Pastor on the
administration of parish goods and finances.
In 2009, St. Dominic’s will be celebrating their 100th
Anniversary.

Bishops in 1990, became Bishop of Saskatoon in 1996,
and Archbishop of Winnipeg in 2000.
Prior to 1979, in most rural Catholic churches, the
parish priest was responsible for the clerical/secretarial
work of the parish. Velda Bradley volunteered as the first
office secretary of St. Dominic’s in 1980 during the time
of Father Art Seaman. In subsequent years, hired were
Val Hockin (1985-89), Ann Waldon (1992-94) and Norma
Kerkowich (1994-present) as Pastoral Office Assistants.
Over the years, St. Dominic’s Church has had the
responsibility of also ministering many of the neighbouring mission churches. Plumas (St. Theresa) was closed in
1995 and Gladstone (Sacred Heart) was closed in 1997.
In the early 1990s, Polonia received reduced services and
eventually was transferred to become a mission church
of Erickson. Minnedosa (St. Alphonsus) was a mission
church with St. Dominic’s for a short time until 2006 at
which time it was combined with Erickson. In the 1980s,
Carberry (Our Lady of the Assumption) was under the
jurisdiction of St. Dominic’s and then later transferred
to St. Augustine’s in Brandon. Currently, St. Dominic’s
Church again oversees Our Lady of the Assumption in
Carberry.
The first St. Dominic’s Catholic Women’s League was
formed in Nov. 22, 1977 with Velda Bradley installed as
the first president. The Catholic Women’s League meets
on a monthly basis and is a strong, viable and active
group of women that serve the church and contribute to
parish life. Their programs develop individual spiritual
growth, promote teachings of the Catholic Church and
support liturgy. They have hosted two Provincial CWL
Conventions (April, 1981 and April, 2002). The group
continues to oversee funeral lunches, fall and spring teas,
and other social and spiritual activities in the parish. The
Knights of Columbus group meet on a monthly basis.
Even though they are a small group of men, they have
annual projects which are supported and enjoyed by church
members. Their Sunday luncheons add to the community
life of the parish.
Religious education classes run on an annual basis
and coincide with the public school year. Grades 1-8 children attend one hour catechism classes on a weekly basis.
Karl Sauerborn, Sherry Zechowski, Donna Huck, Priscille
Poirier, and Trudi McCarthy have been children’s catechist
co-ordinators. Parishioners volunteer their time to plan
and teach the children. Annually, second grade students
are prepared and receive their First Communion in May.
Depending on the number of students, confirmation classes
may be offered annually to adolescents who are in their
Grade 7-8 levels. Mr. Mike Whelan has been a dedicated
confirmation teacher for 30 years. Ten adolescent youth
from St. Dominic’s Church attended the World Youth Day
in Toronto when Pope John Paul visited Canada in August,
2002.

ST. DOMINIC’S CATHOLIC WOMEN’S
LEAGUE 30 YEAR HISTORY
Submitted by Velda Bradley Moroz
The Catholic Women’s League is an organization
comprised of all ages and abilities. We have various levels
of education, ethnic backgrounds, and home responsibilities.
The League offers an excellent opportunity to women
to grow spiritually, develop talents and express their caring
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– Neepawa and District Fine Arts Festival Best Church
Choir 1980
– Citizenship Awards to Grades 6 and 11 at Hazel
M. Kellington School and Neepawa and Area Collegiate
Institute
– Microwave oven to Neepawa Hospital 1981
– Neepawa and District Fine Arts Festival Junior Choir
1981
– Belles and Beaux 4-H Club Citizenship Award
1981
– Sports Scholarships at Neepawa Area Collegiate
beginning 1982
– Donations in 1983: Brownies, Channel 12, Ronald
McDonald House, Hospital (hair washing basin).
– Manitoba Holiday Festival of Arts 1984
– Two computers donated to St. Edwards School in
Winnipeg 1985
– Beginning in 1985: roses to honor newborn babies
in Neepawa, Christmas gifts to 125 residents at East View
Lodge, $3,715.00 to Neepawa Hospital for purchases of
lounge chairs, establishing a children’ ward and for surgical laparoscopic equipment.
– 1987 donations to Crime Stoppers and to Home
Assistance Neepawa and District
– 1988 Donation to Neepawa Seniors Drop-In
Center
– 1992 Donation to Neepawa Summer Games
– 1997 Manitoba Flood Relief
– Members of our Parish League have been volunteers
in various community organizations:
– Neepawa and District United Way
– Porphyria Foundation
– Neepawa Health Auxiliary
– Seniors Drop-In Centre
– Lily Festival, Festival of Arts, Fine Arts Festival
– Parks and Cemetery Commission
– Red Cross Blood Donor Clinics
– Red Cross Organization (quilt donations)
– Community Health Care and Seniors Housing
Boards
– Years of volunteer service at the local schools
– Youth Justice Committee
– Meals on Wheels
– Participated in Inter-church films on Family Life
– 4-H Club leaders
– Neepawa Ministerial Association
– Male and Female Youth Sports Organizations
– Neepawa Natives Booster Club
– Sports runs such as Canada Games, Summer Trail
Runs and Summer Games Pan-Am, etc.
Worthy of mention are the Fall Suppers. I quote from
the Sunbeams section of the Brandon Sun newspaper – an
article by F.A. Rosser captioned:

qualities in a very meaningful way. Catholic women 16
years of age and older are welcome!
The Catholic Women’s League seeks the spiritual
development of its members, the betterment of social
action, and the stimulation of effort in all lines of woman’s
work and gives unremitting support to the formation of
enlightened public opinion. It is organized and pledges
to serve with all citizens of goodwill FOR GOD AND
CANADA.
The Catholic Women’s League was organized nationally June 17, 1920. St. Dominic’s Parish joined the CWL
of Canada on Nov. 22, 1977 under the leadership of their
spiritual director; Rev. Father Lucien Socinski after a
motion was made by Helen Long and seconded by Anna
Ostrowski. Velda Bradley was the first president and Jessie
Speiss the first secretary, Lorraine Walker the first treasurer.
Other charter members, some of which are present today,
were: Pearl Elves, Nellie Harding, Kay Levandosky, Leona
Dutchak, Helen Long, Pauline Prawdzik, Mary Grudeski,
Stella Grudeski, Anna Maes, Anna Ostrowski, Doreen
Thompson, Eileen Dobson and Bernice Brenner.
Prior to 1977, Catholic Ladies of St. Dominic’s Parish
were organized as the Altar Society. These women assisted
the pastor in various parish roles including the cleaning
of altar linens, decorating, cleaning of the building and
even fundraising. Some of them did the cleaning in the
rectory as well. It wouldn’t surprise me to think they even
stoked the fires to heat the building, and certainly they
provided the altar serving boys for daily Mass which was
then celebrated at 7:30am.
PRESIDENTS OF ST. DOMINIC’S CATHOLIC
WOMEN’S LEAGUE
Velda Bradley
1977-1980
Doreen Souyri
1980-1982
Lorna McLelland
1982-1984
Stella Grudeski
1984-1986
Anne Kuyp
1986-1989
Stella Grudeski
1989-Jan/90
Pearl Elves
1990-1992
Velda Bradley
1992-1996
Wanda Szucki
1996-2001
Ruth Marion
2001-2002
Donna Huck
2003-2004
Phyllis Adamyk
2005-2006
Leona Dutchak
2007-present
ST DOMINIC’S CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE
– 1979 – 2007
The ways love has been shown to our community:
– Cubs and Scouts donation 1979
– On-going participation in the Inter-Church Refugee
Committee (boat people)
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Scribe braves storm for promise of meal “Now, I can
hear you asking yourself, “What’s he going to Neepawa
for?”
Thought you’d never ask. I’m going there to dine,
courtesy of the ladies of St. Dominic’s Roman Catholic
Church. I’ve heard so much about the table they set that
I’m going to try it for myself.
Cordon Bleu. There’s no other way to describe it. We
were about 80 in number, and we dined on potatoes and
gravy, cabbage rolls, perogies, roast beef, mixed vegetables, more salads than I could name, and to fill any crevices remaining, there was a myriad of pies, from which I
selected my favorite, rhubarb. WOW!
When dinner was over, I asked one of the ladies how
many workers it took to feed 80 customers. The answer is
eight. A highly talented eight, I wish to add”.
To add to that, for years our CWL ladies worked
on catering in the community. They generously donated
proceeds to the parish and community.
The ladies of our League have also generously donated
both to Catholic charity organizations as well as to the
parish:
Large donations were made to purchase the musical
organ, the chairs in the lower hall in 1997, new hymn
books in 1980, vestments for our priest for use in the
parish in 1992, renovations to the kitchen in 2001, recent
purchase of round tables in 2006, and cooking equipment
for the kitchen.
They have generously made donations to such organizations as: ESK-OMI Missions, Share Lent, League for Life,
Papal Visit, Diocesan Convention, Haiti, 25th Anniversary
of the Parish, Religious Articles and Book Shop 1986,
Parish Charity Fund, Agape, Pregnancy Distress Centers,
Kateri Tekawaitha Centre, Battered Women’s Shelter and
Provincial Convention in 2002.
They have participated in Spiritual Growth group
activities such as: Bible Study groups, Renew Program
1993-99, Liturgical Renewal and the Christian Ministers
Training Program better known as Nathanael.
They have participated in the parish as Religious
Education teachers, Parish council, Liturgy committee,
decorating, Parish fund raising activities and volunteer in
liturgical celebrations. Not to forget much prayer support
and assistance to shut-ins, grieving families, and parish
funeral luncheons.
I have likely forgotten many volunteer activities of
the Catholic Women’s League in this parish. These are
mentioned to bring to light much love and dedication on
behalf of the CWL and for years before we joined the
Catholic Women’s League. I would like to recognize the
ladies from Plumas, who joined our council in 1994 after
36 years of charter in their own community.

We have shared laughter and tears and will continue
to be bound together in Christ-Love, IN SERVICE FOR
GOD AND CANADA.

ST. JAMES ANGLICAN CHURCH
St. James Anglican Church sits on the corner of Main
Street and Mountain Avenue. The present building and
rectory were completed in 1898.
In 1903, St. James became a self-supporting Parish.
From this bold step, St. James has now been a self-supporting Parish for 104 years.
Changes have been made to accommodate a dwindling
population of the rural areas. All Saints, Gladstone became
part of the Neepawa Parish. Later, St. Johns, Kelwood
joined Neepawa and Gladstone to become part of the
Neepawa Parish. In 2004, St. Marks, Minnedosa and St.
Johns, Bethany joined to form a five point Parish with the
new name of Prairie Mountain Anglican Parish.
In 1982, the Reverend Richard Lloyd-Davies was
appointed rector. He and his wife, Wilma, raised their
family here until his retirement in 1991.
Following the Rev. Lloyd-Davies, the Rev. Garth
Neel took over as rector. He joined us from a posting in
Easterville. After eight years, Garth felt his calling in the
missionary field. In 1999, he resigned and worked with
SAMS (South American Missionary Society), Canada
doing missionary work in Peru.
After 18 months, a young priest from Minnedosa, the
Rev. James Bardsley joined our Parish. James left full time
ministry in 2006 to drive a truck. Fortunately, he remained
in Neepawa where he and his wife Barb and 3 sons remain
actively involved in the church.
In September, 2006, the Rev. Noah Njegovan was
appointed rector of the Prairie Mountain Parish. The
congregation is aging so a young priest is like a breath of
fresh air for the community.
Church renovations and improvements include the
installation of a 3-floor elevator system that allows full
access for all; a new ground floor entrance to welcome
all; a magnificent new organ and piano and the necessary
repairs to our rectory.
As our faith in the living Christ attests to, we as a
congregation give praise and thanks to our Lord God.
There have been times in the past 25 years when declining
enrollment caused much soul searching and debate about
remaining open as a church. Were it not for the dedication
and hard work of a small but mighty core of parishioners,
this may well have happened. Our faith sustained us and
also helped us grow. Month after month, year after year,
we have gathered in His name. When our ministers were
traveling our lay readers always stepped up.
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The parish publishes bulletins which include news
regarding all satellite parishes in the district. Currently the
parish registers 70 family members.
Pastors who served were Reverend Zachary Zolotyj
(1949-1952); Reverend John Sholdak (1953-1956;
1990-1995); Reverend Volodymer Slabyj (1957-1965);
Reverend Volodymer Luchhkiw (1966-1978); Reverend
Emilian Pilkiw (1979-1990); Reverend Victor Yakowchuk
(1995-1997); Reverend Deacon John Sokulski (1997-1999);
Reverend Michael Tkachuk (1999-2005); Reverend Emil
Kardesenic (2005 to present). Reverend Emil Kardesenic
moved into the rectory in August 2005.
The Ukrainian Catholic Parish of Neepawa is the main
parish with satellites in Minnedosa, Alonsa, Glenella,
Mountain Road, Scandinavia and Glenhope.

Our Anglican Church Women (ACW), prayer chain,
acolytes, altar guild, wardens, music mission through
organ and piano and Sunday school collectively worked
and prayed our way through joys and hardships. Our
church has remained well known in our community for
our annual pancake lunch and supper and our delicious
twice-yearly soup and sandwich luncheons. May our less
public outreach to those in need remain at the core of our
reason for sustainability.
Alleluia! Through God’s wisdom and guiding hand,
we continue to gather in His name. By this our sign, so
famously and frequently quoted “Drive carefully, you
might hit an Anglican” remains true!

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST UKRAINIAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
SISTERS OF THE CROSS 1999 –

Submitted by Marion Robulak

Submitted by Sr. Aline Comeau
The Sisters of the Cross originated in 1804 following
the upheavals of the French-Revolution. A parish priest,
André-Hubert Fournet and a young lady, Jeanne Elisabeth
Bichier des Ages, both of noble descent, pooled together
their love for the poor, the uneducated, the sick and the
neglected of their day, and began to minister to the urgent
needs of their countrymen. Soon, a group of generous
and dedicated young women joined Jeanne Elisabeth and
under the leadership of both Jeanne Elisabeth and AndréHubert, the religious Congregation of the Sisters of the
Cross was born.
The sisters emigrated to Canada in 1904. Since then,
both founders have been elevated to sainthood. The congregation’s aim is to glorify God, serve Him and the poor by
all kinds of good works.
Sister Aline Comeau, a member of the Order, came to
the Neepawa area July 1, 1999. She took residence at 331
Brymont Apartments, and on Oct. 26, 2006 she moved
to Westpark Place, Lot 1 and enjoys the peace and quiet
offered there.
At the request of Father Gamallo, Sister Aline
instructed the children of some of the families expressing the wish to practice the faith at St. Dominic’s Roman
Catholic Church. She also participated in the life and events
of St. Alphonsus Roman Catholic Church in Minnedosa.
Sister Aline visits the hospitals, East View Lodge and shutins. She volunteered to be a reader and an extraordinary
Eucharistic minister in the church and was on the RCIA
teams. In 2003, she greeted the arrival of Father David
Kowalski and continued these ministries under his guidance. In September, 2007, she is teaching Grades 5 and 6
religion class in Neepawa and was for two years a resource
person at Hazel M. Kellington School. Three years ago,

The church of St. John the Baptist is the second church
of the parish of Neepawa. Ukrainian settlers constructed
the first church in 1940. Reverend Joseph Pulak celebrated
the first Divine Liturgy in it on July 6, 1940. Within ten
years, it became evident that a larger church would be
needed to accommodate the requirements of the rapidly
growing parish.
Peter Motoz and Frank Yakiwchuk donated two lots
each for a raffle to raise money for the purchase of lumber.
Proceeds from the raffle covered costs.
In December, 1956, the Pastor Reverend John Sholdak
led the parish in the most memorable mission.
Construction of the second church was also accomplished by volunteer labor and monetary donations.
The bright spacious interior of the church was beautifully painted by Theodore Baron of Saskatoon in 1974.
Located to the east of the church is the rectory acquired in
1966. The first resident pastor was Reverend Volodymer
Luchhkiw. With deep sorrow, the Parish mourned his death
July 1, 1978.
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FRANKLIN:
– United Church (1892-1970). Services continued
until the end of 1970 when the church went the way of the
schools, which tended to move to larger centers. Members
then joined either Neepawa or Minnedosa congregations.
See Rosedale Remembers pg. 165-166.

she began teaching oral and written French to two young
people.
In her Community of the Sisters of the Cross, she is a
member of the Provincial Council and once a month drives
140 kilometers to pray, study and share with another sister
companion.

KELWOOD:
– Anglican Church, (1913) is still operating. See
Rosedale Remembers pg. 36-37.
– Jehovah’s Witnesses, (1943) is still operating.
– Knox United Church, (1904) is still operating. See
Rosedale Remembers pg. 35-36. Kelwood United Church
resulted from the union of two denominational streams:
the Presbyterian and Methodist. Knox Presbyterian Church
(now Knox United Church) was built in 1904 and opened
for services in 1905. In June, 1925, Church Union was
consummated by special services in Toronto for the whole
Dominion and we became the United Church. In the spring
of 1952, it was decided that Kelwood, Norgate, McCreary
and Laurier would amalgamate with the minister living in
the new manse at McCreary. In 1992, Alonsa was added to
our charge and we became known as Kelwood/McCreary/
Alonsa. (See Kelwood Bridges the Years 1890-1967,
1968-2003 Bk II pg. 22-25, 72-76 Bk II)

Since her arrival seven years ago, Sister Aline has
enjoyed the many historical sites and community events
offered in Neepawa and area. She attributes this to the great
hospitality offered her, the co-operation given her and the
natural and peaceful beauties of the valley. It is really the
Land of Plenty. She anticipates the joy of spending many
more years in Neepawa.

MOUNTAIN ROAD:
There have been three churches in Mountain Road of
the Ukrainian Catholic rite.

CHURCHES OF ROSEDALE
Submitted by Lois Graham and Louise Kostenchuk

BIRNIE:
– The Birnie United Church (1907-1988) continued to
function after the church closed. They held the services in
the basement of the community center until June 30, 1992.
A cairn was dedicated in September, 1989, on the grounds
where the old church was. See Rosedale Remembers pg.
64-65.
– The Bridge Creek Church, (1892-1946) was located
on NW 2-15-16. Due to diminishing membership, Bridge
Creek Church was closed in 1946. The parish property
was sold to the Clark Family. See Rosedale Remembers
pg. 158-159.

Mountain Road Church
The first church, a small wooden structure, was
constructed of logs in 1904 by the Ukrainian settlers of
Mountain Road. Matey Baraniuk donated a two-acre site
in the settlement. The rapid growth of the parish necessitated the construction of a second larger one. The second
church was designed and built under the supervision of
Rev. Father Phillip Ruh O.M.I. in 1924-25 at a cost of
$18,000.
St. Mary’s Cathedral, built in 1924 was struck by lightning and burned in 1966. See Rosedale Remembers pg.
103-107.

EDEN:
– The United Church (1903 to June 30, 1992) and
Birnie held services on alternate Sundays for a few years.
The Eden church was sold and is now a residential home.
See Rosedale Remembers pg. 82-83
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delicate lace. Red carpets covered the steps to the main
altar where groups of angels on each side held clusters of
lights. There were statues honouring Jesus, the Blessed
Virgin Mary, St. Joseph, and St. Theresa the little Flower
of Jesus. A red sanctuary light suspended from the ceiling – threw a flickering light on a life-size statue of the
Mother of Jesus holding in her arms the body of her son
– crucified.
The entire interior was ablaze with colour, dazzling
designs and precious hand paintings of religious scenes.

Cathedral 1924 – 1966
This church was unique in many ways. An all-wooden
structure was built in a shape of a cross - with six entrances,
17 doors and 130 windows. The tip of the cross on the top
of the onion-shaped dome extended 128 feet above the
ground. It was 120 feet long and 96 feet wide – supported
by 40 large wooden columns. It took less than a year to
complete as there were as many as 100 men working on
the gigantic structure. The church had the capacity of
approximately 1500 people to stand on the main floor.
There were pews sufficient to seat about 500 and room in
the galleries that surrounded the church to accommodate
another 500.
The sanctuary of the church took up almost half the
church. The high (main) altar was flanked by four smaller
altars. Inset above the altar was a picture of the Blessed
Virgin Mary – the patroness of the church. Behind the
main altar high up on the ceiling – a gigantic eye looked
down on the main body of the church. It was the traditional
“eye of God” that appeared focused on you – wherever
you stood in the church.

Outside the structure was massive! Dominating the
slight rise upon which it was built – it was visible miles
away towering above the mixed spruce grove. Being
built entirely of wood – it was known as the “Wooden
Cathedral”, the largest in Canada and perhaps in North
America. It was the most impressive and certainly the
most beautiful Catholic Church of the Ukrainian rite in
the province. This Church put Mountain Road on the map.
Every year several thousand visitors would come to view
this impressive church. Guest books contained names of
people from all across Canada, United States, Europe
and all parts of the world. To the immense sorrow of the
parishioners and indeed the entire Ukrainian Canadian
community, this famous majestic church was struck by
lightning and destroyed by fire on Aug. 19, 1966.
The church of the Patronage of the Blessed Virgin
Mary is the third church built in Mountain Road. The present day church was built in 1967-68 on the original site of
the cathedral. It was constructed by F.W. Sawatsky Co. of
Winnipeg at a cost of $93,000, according to the specifications and designs of architect B. Schaefer. The interior
artistic paintings were done by artist Roman Kowal.
The low-lying rectangular building has exterior walls
of white brick and an interior wooden ceiling which
corresponds exactly to the shape of the shingled roof,
both of which are supported by sturdy wooden beams.
On the exterior, at the top of the four-sided dome, which
rises high above the main altar, is a simple white cross.
The church has no traditional windows, instead daylight

The tabernacle on the main altar represented the structure of a Byzantine shaped spire. Beautifully embroidered
altar cloths made by the parish ladies covered the altars
– done in traditional Ukrainian patterns and edged with
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acquaintances, socialized and celebrated in the Divine
Liturgy and banquet.

streams through panels of glass inserted in the ceiling-wall
junctions.

The new church 1967 – present
Entrance of the church is through a pair of wide doors
of transparent glass to the foyer area with windowed walls
facing inward.
Adorning the wall behind the main altar is a large
painting of the Mother of God with arms outstretched.
Two other Holy images – one of the Blessed Virgin Mary
and one of Jesus Christ are placed above the side altars,
on each side of the sanctuary.
Upon the main altar sits a square shaped tabernacle
with a cross, imported from Greece at a cost of $1,100. The
church is heated and lighted electrically. Eighteen wooden
pews provide seating for approximately 200 faithful. The
floors are covered with blue carpeting.
The statues that were saved from the burning cathedral had been previously restored by Eli Kostenchuk and
housed in an annex adjoining the church. For the church
centennial, the statues were repainted by Eileen Ruskin
and have been placed in the sanctuary.

Mountain Road Centennial
L to R – Fr. Isadore Dziadyk, Wpg; Inky Mark, MP;
Delores Tkachuk; Fr. David Kowalski, St. Dominics,
Neepawa; Fr. Michael Tkachuk, parish priest;
Stella & Fr. Nestor Yakiwchuk, Wpg;
Fr. Ernie Hafachuk, Brandon; Deacon Michael Strelzic;
Bishop David Motiuk, Wpg; Sheridan Chemerika;
Metropolitan Archbishop Michael Bzdel;
Larry Chemerika; Agnes and Ed Levandoski;
George and Louise Kostenchuk
A cairn dedicated in memory of the community’s first
church erected in 1904, the wooden cathedral and two
schools, was unveiled by Sheridan Chemerika and Orest
Woloski.

Unveiling the cairn – Sheridan Chemerika and Orest
Woloski, July 24, 2004

Mountain Road Centennial Committee
L to R – Ed and Agnes Levandoski, Nestor Kostenchuk,
Fr. Michael Tkachuk, parish priest, George and
Louise Kostenchuk, Larry & Sherian Chemerika

His Grace Metropolitan Michael Bzdel, His Excellency
Bishop David Motiuk and seven other visiting clergy from
both the Roman and Byzantine rites celebrated mass with
parish priest, Father Michael Tkachuk- to which cantor
George Kostenchuk and choir responded.

July 24 and 25, 2004 Mountain Road commemorated
the occasion with a homecoming and jubilee acknowledging the 100th anniversary of the church. This most successful weekend, former parishioners and visitors renewed
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POLONIA:
– St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Church (1902). See Rosedale
Remembers pg. 120-121
RIDING MOUNTAIN:
– United Church (1906-June,1990) See Rosedale
Remembers pg. 95
– Rosedale Church, SE 28-15-15, (1900-1948) See
Rosedale Remembers pg. 95
The church was situated on the existing site of the
Rosedale cemetery. The church was so close to both
Neepawa and Eden that it was deemed practical to close
it in 1948. The congregation became part of the Neepawa
United Church.
– Springhill United Church, (1892-1967) See Rosedale
Remembers pg. 138-140
Due to the ever changing population, moving away or
death of our older residents, and the moving in of other
denominations, the church was forced to close the doors
in June, 1967, after seventy-six years of service to the
community. Most of the congregation are members of the
Neepawa United Church.

Unveiling the cairn – Dedication
The bell that summons the faithful to worship is
housed in a separate building called the “Bell Tower” or
belfry structured by a small decorative dome and cross.
The bell was a gift to the large church from Nick Wisnoski
and his sons Fred and John.
At the present time the church is under the pastoral
charge of Neepawa with Father Emil Kardasinec as officiating priest. Services are held twice a month.
Currently, the congregation has dwindled down to
approximately 20 families as members of the parish.
Church committee members are Ed Levandoski, Matt
Sawchuk, Nestor Kostenchuk, Louise Kostenchuk; secretary, and Victor Boyko as altar server.
The parish cemetery lies one mile east of the
church.

HUTTERITE CHURCHES:
– Springhill Colony Church
– Parkview Colony Church
– Rolling Acres Colony Church
MENNONITE CHURCHES:
- Living Hope Fellowship Church located at SE
21-16-15 W (Eden).
- Mountainside Christian Fellowship Church located
at Elk Ranch.
- Mountainview Church of God located at NE 15-17-15
W (Birnie)
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Schools
“The world seldom notices who
teachers are; but civilization
depends on what they do.”
- Lindsay J. Stiles
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BEAUTIFUL PLAINS SCHOOL DIVISION
– 40 YEARS

In 1987, a new division office was constructed on
the old Viscount School site replacing the previous office
located at 243 Hamilton Street in Neepawa. In 2005, the
division office was expanded to provide space for a technology coordinator and computer technicians as well as
the building maintenance supervisor. In addition, in the last
20 years the Division has expended over 20 million dollars
on capital facility improvements and repairs on public
schools. This included major projects such as Carberry
Collegiate gymnasium in 1990, a new Hazel M. Kellington
School in 1996 through 1997, major repairs and renovations to Neepawa Collegiate and R.J. Waugh School during
the 1999 to 2003 period, and a new Carberry Collegiate
in 2007 and 2008.
The 1968 Board of Trustees were: C.H. (Bud) Hanson
(Chair), Walter Thompson (Vice-Chair), James M. Young,
Mervyn Buchanan, John Kosmolak, Ken Hockin, Jack
Titus, Gordon McPhail and Clare Fitzsimmons. In 2002,
the number of Trustees was reduced by two, down to
seven. The 2008 Board of Trustees is Garth Hunter (Chair),
Bonnie Snezyk (Vice-Chair), Sharon Biehn, Richard
Manns, Debbie Rea, John Douglas and Raymond Kulbacki.
The Division has employed three Superintendents over the
years: Cecil Cox, Dennis Wrightson and Ray Derksen.
Secretary-Treasurers have been George Wickett, C.H.
(Bud) Hanson and Gordon Olmstead.

Submitted by Gordon Olmstead, Secretary-Treasurer
In 1968 the Beautiful Plains School Division was
created for Carberry, Neepawa and surrounding areas bringing together the high school boards with all other school
districts and schools in the area, to provide Kindergarten
to Grade 12 education. The total 1968 BPSD budget
was $1.47million. The Division had 114 teachers and an
enrollment of just over 2,400. We had 12 schools. The
10 public schools were: Carberry Collegiate, R.J. Waugh
(Carberry), Wellwood, Brookdale, Inkerman, Arden, J.M.
Young (Eden), Viscount (Neepawa), Hazel M. Kellington
(Neepawa) and Neepawa Collegiate and two Hutterian
schools: Riverside and Willerton (Springhill Colony). The
Division had 10 division owned school buses and 53 car,
station wagon or vans transporting students. The Division
employed 16 custodians and 2 school secretaries. By 1974,
all the school buses were division owned and in 1979 a
school bus garage was built and journeymen mechanics
hired to maintain the buses.
Major building projects were: an addition to J.M.Young
School in 1969, Neepawa Collegiate in 1970 (educational
space and gymnasium), Neepawa Collegiate in 1975 (junior
high), Neepawa Collegiate in 1979 (woodworking shop)
and 1981 an addition to R.J. Waugh School in Carberry.
In addition, new student support positions such as
a speech language clinician, social worker and special
education coordinator were employed.
By 1983, the Division enrollment was 1,875 students
with 109 teachers. The budget totaled $5.9 million. In 1983,
the Division had 2.5 educational assistants hired. Since
1968, three public schools had been closed: Wellwood,
Viscount and Inkerman, and two new Colony schools had
been established: Sprucewoods and Riverbend.
From 1983 to 2007/2008 school year, the Division
has declined in enrolment to approximately 1,500. The
number of teachers on staff is 102 with 42 educational
assistants. The Division currently employs 16 custodians
and 5.5 school secretaries. The budget nears 13 million. In
2007/2008, the Division has 14 schools with the addition
of four new Hutterite Colony Schools (Acadia, Fairway,
Rolling Acres and Twilight) and the closure of Arden
School in 2001. The Division now operates 25 school
bus routes.

SCHOOLS IN THE LANSDOWNE
MUNICIPALITY
Submitted by Helen Ford
Schools

Location

Built In Closed In

Ayr School

SE 15-14-13

1881

1962

Located in the southern part of the RM of Lansdowne,
the Ayr School owed its existence to a meeting held by
the residents of Mekiwin on Feb. 24, 1881. The school
was given its name by Hugh Gray, an Ayrshire Scot, and
was situated on the same site as the Mekiwin Church and
Cemetery. The cement block school was built in 1908
to replace the original log one which was donated to the
Agricultural Museum of Manitoba at Austin. Ayr School
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Twyford School
#663

District #150 was open for almost sixty years before closing its doors in 1962. The students of the area were bussed
to Gladstone.
Tenby School

NE 36-17-13

SE 3-15-13

1932/33 1950/51

1904

Cheryl, Darrell, Fred Thomson, Dennis
1955
Arden School
#341

Tenby School, built in 1904, is a concrete block building and a declared Manitoba Historical Site. It is one of
the few one-room prairie schools still standing, and is
equipped with some of the original furnishings.
The interior provides a museum setting. Local supporters have collected information about Tenby, Arden and past
residents. Founded in the 1890s, Tenby was named after a
town in Wales. Tenby is at the northeast corner of the RM
of Lansdowne, about 30 minutes northeast of Arden and 10
minutes southwest of Glenella. If you attended a one-room
school or ever wanted to visit one, Tenby School is a must
see and is open to the public upon request.
Winchester
School #706

NW 23-15-13 1893

1954

1983/84

1906

1965-66

1954
Salisbury School
District #127

SW 20-15-14

1965-66

1967

1918-1967
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Glenholm
School # 208

SW 22-16-14

1884

1967-68

Irene (Rainka) Magwood, Leonard Boychuk (principal/
teacher, 1969-1995), Doris Shuttleworth, Rod Shuttleworth
(principal/teacher 1995-2001), Marie Angers, Velma
Clayton, James Weber, Fran Fraser, Angela Bubnovicz,
Carolyn Durston, Julie Van Komer, Sherri Hollier, Nancy
Fisher, Kathie Roe, Joyce Foster, Sue Plett (teacher assistant and secretary).

ARDEN SCHOOL CLOSES FOREVER
(June 26, 2001)
By Neil Strohschein, Banner Staff

1884-1968
Molesworth
School #765

NE 19-17-13

appr. 1912 1965/66

After 103 years, classes at Arden School officially
ended June 26 – for good. With 31 students, staff and
roughly 40 parents, former teachers and friends in attendance, Principal Rod Shuttleworth conducted the ceremony
formally closing Arden School.
“I was talking to one of our parents last week,” he
told those in attendance. “She said she was glad we were
having a ceremony like this. It would be a shame,” she
added, “if we were just to end classes, lock the doors and
walk away. This school has always been an important part
of this community” she said “and it deserves more than
that!”
“I agree,” Shuttleworth stressed. “This is our school
and it does deserve a dignified closure”.
The Arden School district was established in 1887. In
1954, the current, four room Arden School was built.

Taken about 1912

ARDEN SCHOOL ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY
PROGRAM
Arden School applied for permission to be a part of
the Department of Highways and Transportation program
in the spring of 1997. The school and the community diligently cleaned Highway 352 from the village to Highway
16 twice each year until the school’s closure in 2001.
It was the community’s wishes to continue this fine
program. The village asked the local Hutterite colony to
assist. The village and the colony school continue to work
together in keeping our highway clean.

ARDEN SCHOOL STAFF (1984-2001)
This is a continuation of the 1984 history book Legacies
of Lansdowne. The principals and teachers were:
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At its peak, enrollment in Arden School was around
130 students (1971). This past year, enrollment stood at 31.
Only five students were planning to return in September.
“It’s hard to say goodbye to our community school,”
former Principal Leonard Boychuk told the assembly.
“But we have to realize that change is inevitable and we
cannot escape it. When I came to this school,” he said, “our
community had large families operating small farms. Most
families had at least four children. One family actually had
12. Every half mile had a farm yard with a family living
on it. Today, we have small families (with one or two
children) operating large farms. Our students are choosing
to attend school in larger communities where they have
more opportunities. What results is rural depopulation and
declining school enrollment.”
“A few years ago,” he said, “we surveyed the students
who had attended Arden School over a 10 year period.
We discovered that 95% of them had gone to some form
of post-secondary education and were now meaningfully
employed in their chosen career. We can be proud of that
achievement.”
“I would urge us all,” he concluded, “to remember all
the good times we’ve had here in Arden. Those memories are valuable, precious and important. Cherish them!
I know I will.”

Flag being lowered
Students from Kindergarten through Grade 6 will be
transported to Hazel M Kellington school in Neepawa.
The rest will move to Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute.
All Arden staff will be assigned to other schools in the
division.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS OF
RECOGNITION
ARDEN JUNIOR HIGH
There is on page 40 of Legacies of Lansdowne, a
submission showing the names of recipients who won an
award dating back from the early 70’s to 1982.
The latest recipients of the Arden School Student of
the Year award from 1983 to the closing of the school in
2001 are:
David Rogers 1982-1983, Sharon Rogers 1983-1984,
Todd Plett 1984-1985, Lynne Paterson 1985-1986, Janna
Plett 1986-1987, Laura Windus 1987-1988, Jason Plett
1988-1989, Sharon Rempel 1989-1990, Lynnette Froese
1990-1991, Sheila Rempel 1991-1992, Roxanne Jackson
1992-1993, Lacy Bradley 1993-1994, Chad Campbell
1994-1995, Evan Gowan 1995-1996, Carla Dudenhoffer
1996-1997, Natasha Bradley 1997-1998, Mark Gowan and
Beau Bradley 1998-1999, Daren Klassen 1999-2000 and
Troy Gowan 2000-2001

Former student, now Beautiful Plains trustee, Rey
Toews echoed Boychuck’s feelings. “I want to pay tribute” he said, “ to the many caring teachers we have had,
to the volunteers who have given many hours to something
that was valuable and worthwhile and to the parents who
through the years have supported and encouraged their
children in their studies. It should be no surprise that there
is sadness as we close something that is near and dear to
us.”
“My wife (Doris) shared something that helps me put
this day into perspective,” Shuttleworth said in his closing comments. “She said that, in the end, it’s the students
and their education that are most important. We know,”
he added “that they will be served well in the Neepawa
schools. Our school may be closing, but the spirit of our
school lives on.”
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ARDEN SCHOOLS MEMORIES ENGRAVED
IN STONE
Submitted by The Neepawa Banner – Oct.19, 2007

Former students attending the unveiling of the Arden
Schools cairn included
L to R: Edith (Gill) Kerr, Homer Gill, Bill Matthews,
Dorothy O’Donnell, Stuart Anderson, Helen Ford,
Keith Boughton.

For 114 years, the schools of Arden provided a good
education for district students. No school bell rings at
Arden any more. The fourth and last of Arden’s schools
closed in 2001. A huge cairn has been erected in the south
west corner of the school yard to commemorate the four
schools which were built in 1887, 1909, 1912 and 1954
respectively.
Ste. Rose Member of Legislative Assembly, Stu Briese
noted the length of time and quality of schooling that
had been offered at Arden, “It’s quite a record.” noted
Briese.
The large cairn was built of “Stockdale” blocks
salvaged from a building at the Mike Saj farm west of
Arden. Many public buildings and homes in the area were
built using the Stockdale method of forming pre-cast
cement blocks from the gravel found on-site. The plaque,
beautifully recreating the pictorial essence of the schools
was done by the Woloski family of Rapid City Memorials.
The building of the cairn was headed by Arnie Suski.
Speaking at the cairn opening, lifetime resident Bruce
Francis said, “Arnie was the best boss you can get, I helped
by sitting and watching and giving the odd bit of advice
and he let me do it.” The cairn is finely finished and Francis
said “This cairn should outlast time.”
At an unveiling, master of ceremonies and former
student Stu Anderson capably handled a short parade of
speakers. Greetings were brought by Reeve Richard Funk
and by the Lansdowne Heritage Committee representative
Doug Popkes. Popkes noted “There’s no better way to
commemorate our schools.”
Former student and teacher, Homer Gill reminisced
about the many changes he’d observed since he started
school in 1930. Gill noted the many changes in Arden
recalling days of school vans, outdoor toilet facilities and
scenes of men riding the rails as the trains passed through
Arden.

Gill said a highlight of his school days was when three
Fairy Battle airplanes stormed the town by flying right
down the main highway. “The planes broke off to the west
and came back, each one flying directly at one of the grain
elevators. They peeled off just before the elevators; it was
quite an air show. We were all let out of school to watch
the show.”
About 75 people attended the unveiling event held
Sunday afternoon. Funding for the cairn came from local
donations, the surplus from the “Three old schools” reunion
and from the Lansdowne Heritage Committee.

ARDEN ‘THREE-OLD SCHOOLS’ REUNION
Submitted by the Reunion Committee
In Arden, the limited facilities for this huge reunion
organized by the committee was “a feat of large proportion’. We take our hats off to the Reunion Committee of
: Bruce Francis (chairman), Vivianne (Riddell) Howard,
Irene (Small) Magwood, Ella (Roe) Jarvis, Irene (Roe)
Smith, Joan (Griffith) Kitson, Lorraine (Hawkins) Kushner,
Joan (McKinnon) Madill, Evelyn (McKinnon) McKenzie,
Brenda (Hoath) Sumner, Mary (Matthews) Kuharski,
Helen (Thomson) Ford, Doreen (Bradley) McLeod, Marge
(Webster) Francis.
Arden Community Centre was the site “of a weekend
to remember and cherish” held on July 14, 15 and 16,
2006, a site where a reunion of students and teachers of
the Three Old Schools took place.
The Three Old Schools refer to the Arden High School
built in 1890, after fire destroyed the first Arden School
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A young women’s chorus from the rural Hutterite
Colonies continued the worship with selections sung in
both English and German.
Rev. Keith Boughton, a former Arden School student
of the 1930-40’s, gave the message “The Truth Shall Make
You Free”.

that had been built in 1887; The Middle School built in
1909 and the Little School built in 1912.

The first Arden School built in 1887,
destroyed by fire in 1890
In 1954, the Little School was moved to the Main
Street of Arden and with an addition, it became the Seniors’
Crocus Club. The larger school was demolished to make
room for the 1954 Consolidated School.
Rev. Stewart (Stu) Anderson as Master of Ceremonies
for the weekend welcomed everyone attending. It was
then time to mingle, meet, recognize (name tags certainly
helped) and recall memories of the good old “Three-OldSchool” days.
Special note is made of Hilda (Stockdale) Collett, 93
years young, who was present with her daughter. Hilda
attended school with the late Gertie McInnis. Gladys
(Gray) Perrin, also about 90 years young was present
with her three daughters. Gladys sang in the 1933 Arden
High School Junior Choir with Gertie McInnis. (picture
in Legacies of Lansdowne p. 549).
Elmer Gill was present. He was the one student attending the reunion who had been in the first graduating Grade
12 class of 1939-1940.
Saturday evening as MC, Rev. Stu Anderson took
charge of the evening activities. Irene (Small) Magwood
entertained at the piano while the guests were gathering for supper. During the evening Hugh McCamis, long
time Arden resident, spoke briefly of the history of the
schools.
A worship service to conclude the weekend event
began at 1:30 pm. This service, led by Dennis Paterson,
took a “Variety Style” format. Abe and Kathy Enns’ duet
offered several selections accompanied by Abe on the
guitar. One of the selections was written by Abe called
“Arden, a Little Prairie Town”. Another duet combination
was Ed Friesen and Don Longstaff, both playing guitars.
They offered several “Golden Oldies” of hymns to which
the assembly sang along. Joe Kushner, again with guitar,
favoured the worship gathering with a solo.

Arden Little School, 1912

BIRNIE NURSERY SCHOOL INC.
Submitted by Janet Osborne, Teacher 1982-2007 ... (the
present)
Dec. 2, 2007 marks the official 32nd Anniversary of
operation for Birnie Nursery School Inc. Having been
directly associated with our Birnie Nursery School for
all of its 32 years (as an organizing parent, as a parent
volunteer for 6.5 years, as a 32 year board member, and
as a teacher for 25.5 years), I personally feel an immense
sense of pride and pleasure in reaching this milestone.
The many children, their parents, grandparents, and other
adults have had the joy, since 1975, of working with and
playing with all that has a special place in our history.
It all began in the summer and fall of 1975, when
six local Birnie mothers of preschoolers, two of us being
ex-teachers, undertook to organize a learning play center
for our preschool children, never envisioning how many
children’s lives would be touched in the years ahead.
Following four months of weekly meetings to develop a
curriculum, to obtain a provincial license, to purchase toys
and equipment, to prepare the Birnie Community Centre
as the school, and to hire our first teacher, Mrs. Louise
Kostenchuk, we opened our doors to the first class of eight
children. Over the years, we have had as few as seven and
as many as 24 children registered at one time, with average daily enrolments of 5 to 18 children. In all, the total
number of individual children registered at our nursery
school over the 32 years is just over 300. Some children
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program with as many as possible. Over the 32 years, we
have had children attending from a large radius including Birnie, Eden, Polonia, Mountain Road, Springhill,
Neepawa, Arden, Glenholm, Orange Ridge, Glenella,
Riding Mountain, Kelwood, Ste. Rose and Minnedosa. It
has been especially rewarding to see former Birnie Nursery
School Grads from the 70s and 80s return as parents of the
next generation of preschoolers, looking for a fun place
to stimulate their children’s social, intellectual and physical development. To all these parents and grandparents
who committed much of their time, drove many miles,
and supported the many different aspects of our program
“Thank You Very Much”. Through your efforts we have
continued to thrive.
The children, of course, are the prime focus of every
nursery school day and the nursery school itself soon
becomes their own personal “special place”. They arrive
the first day, shy and somewhat uncertain. They are given
every opportunity possible to increase their confidence,
ability and knowledge and to grow socially, intellectually,
and physically while taking part in many varied individual
and group activities. Each little one contributes, shares and
grows at his/her own pace and plays a large role in setting
the stage where others also learn to contribute, share and
grow. They and their new friends leave as confident little
people ready for kindergarten. As the teacher, I am thrilled
to be included in that “special place” where learning is so
enjoyable and rewarding.

attended for only part of a year, some for all year, some
for two years, and some for almost three years, depending
on their individual family circumstances. They and their
parents have all contributed in their own special way to the
continued successful growth and development of Birnie
Nursery School.
As our first teacher, Louise Kostenchuk advanced
our parents’ dreams into a reality by taking our proposed
preschool curriculum and applying it with a great deal
of diligence, energy, and imagination at a time when
the concept of nursery “schools” as such was very new.
Although we had limited resources and very few guidelines at our disposal to help her beyond brainstorming for
ideas, Louise developed many varied day-to-day activities which exposed our children to a healthy, enjoyable
learning environment where they grew in confidence and
ability, both mentally and physically. For her enthusiasm,
commitment and hard work in laying the foundation of our
program during those first few years, we are forever grateful. When Louise moved on, Joanne Stewart and I shared
the teaching duties during the 1982-1983 year since we
had a large enrolment that year, and then I assumed these
duties myself. I have attempted to build upon that first
foundation with the assistance of each new year’s parents,
and have been thrilled to see the results.
Our mandate and the basics of our program have stayed
the same over the 32 years, to provide a safe, enjoyable
program which helps to stimulate and promote the healthy
overall development of preschoolers. With the rapid growth
in government sponsored child care, we now have many
resources and guidelines at our disposal to strengthen and
help implement our program.
Although many of the day-to-day activities, which
the children now share with me, are very similar to those
shared between Louise and her classes in the 70s, we now
have much more equipment and supplies at our disposal.
Most of our large equipment is over 25 years old
but grants from the lotteries commission and the RM of
Rosedale, along with parental fundraising activities and
daily fees, have allowed us to cover our operating costs
and occasionally purchase some new smaller educational
supplies to enhance our learning activities. As a result, we
now have a large number of excellent teaching tools at
our disposal. These are very much appreciated and make
teaching and learning a joy.
Watching our center continue to thrive year after year
with much dedicated support and commitment from all
parents and many grandparents is at times overwhelming
and makes me personally very, very proud of all our efforts,
then and now. Birnie Nursery School has far outshone our
wildest expectations in 1975. We began very locally, with
only Birnie children attending. Soon they came not only
from nearby Eden and Riding Mountain, but also from
greater distances in all directions, allowing us to share our

SCHOOLS OF THE LANGFORD
MUNICIPALITY
Submitted by Carol Hockin
As early settlers decided to buy lands surrounding the
Neepawa, Arden, and Brookdale areas, the settlers built
homes on their land. Mostly the wives of the settlers (with
their many children) felt that schools were needed within
a four mile area of their lands as the children and teachers
needed to walk to school.
In the beginning of building the schools due to the
coldness of winter and with walking, biking etc. the
schools were equipped with a pot-bellied heater. When
needed wood or coal was brought by an older boy and
someone to light the heater before classes began.
Water was a problem too, unless there was water
on the property. The older pupils brought pails of water.
Outhouses were cold in winter, but fine. With the coming
of new schools, basements were built under the schoolhouse and toilets were built and placed in the basement
area.
Hydro came to the schools in the late 1940s.
In the early days, some teachers had 6 weeks or 7
months of Normal School training and some were expe154

BELTON SCHOOL DISTRICT #370
Belton School District was formed on Feb. 5, 1885.
A portion of the land was donated by Andrew Fraser and
located on the SW 16-13-16. Barry and Lorraine Hockin
now own the land.
In June, 1919, the Belton School District was dissolved
and consolidated with the Brookdale School Division
#1299. When the school was closed most families joined
the Brookdale School Division but some families chose
to go to Gordon School.
The Brookdale School board held an auction sale of
the Belton School and its contents, stable and other buildings on Aug. 27, 1920. Joe Jones bought the school and
moved it to NE 14-13-16, now D. Jardine’s land, about 3
miles east and 1 mile north from its former site. It was then
made into a stable with lean-to-sheds on two sides.

rienced teachers from Ontario. There were many teachers
that came to teach and single men wished to marry teachers. In many schools teachers taught for a one or two year
term and then moved on. It seems that all schools had
trustees, auditors and inspectors as well as teachers. In the
early years, the classes were “standards”, not Grades.
As all schools were built, they also became used as
a church and community centre. There were box socials,
concerts, dances, card games to lighten winter evenings
with all attending – baby to grandfather. Summer activities
were picnics and ball games. One of the biggest concerts
was the Christmas Concert and pupils, parents and all
family members loved to attend.
ABERDOUR-HALLBORO SCHOOL #710

DUMFRIES SCHOOL DISTRICT #192

Dumfries School
The Dumfries School District #192 was formed in
1884. The school was built on the NW corner of SW
7-14-14.
In 1903 a new school was built on the SE 14-14-15
on an acre of land bought from James Hall for $1. The
school closed in June, 1966. The district was dissolved
in August, 1966 and transferred its lands to the Neepawa
School District # 126.
In December, 1966, the Dumfries Woman’s Institute
group bought the school from Beautiful Plains School
Division for $1. In 1977, it was sold to the Neepawa
Trail Blazers Skidoo Club for $1,000. In 1979, Nick and
Josephine Wasyluk bought it from the Skidoo Club for
$3,200. The old school changed hands again in February,
1982, when Brenda and Cliff Sumner purchased it for a
workshop. They built an implement shed over it with the
school inside after taking off its roof.
In 1970, a cairn was built to mark the existence of the
Dumfries School # 192 on the school site. It was built by
Charles Henderson.

Hallboro School 1986
The first school in the Hallboro district was called
Aberdour situated on the SE 34-13-15 on the north side
of the Canadian National Railway line which was built
through that area to Neepawa in 1902. The school district
was formed in 1892.
Unfortunately, the school burned down on July 15,
1913 during the holidays.
By October, 1913, a new school was built in the SW
35-13-15 near the crossroads. The name was then changed
to Hallboro to conform with the railway station which was
actually named for John Hall who donated the land.
The district was readjusted from time to time and then
dissolved in December, 1966. In 1977, the school building was sold to Greg Nelson for the sum of $2,350., the
highest bid of five tenders. John Peters purchased the barn
and hauled it away on the back of Ray Boles’ truck to his
farmyard.
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GORDON SCHOOL DISTRICT # 213

FREELAND SCHOOL DISTRICT # 711
Freeland School District # 711 was formed By-Law
#21 on May 12, 1892. The school was erected on the
NW corner of SW 18-13-15 which is north east of
Brookdale.
The land wasn’t bought from D. McNaughton until
November, 1896, which wasn’t unusual in those days. The
cost was $25. for the site. The land is now owned by Judith
M. Ramsay. The school district boundaries were adjusted
from time to time between Belton and Oberon districts.
In June, 1919, the district was dissolved and consolidated with the Brookdale School District # 1299. On Aug.
27, 1920, the school, contents and stable were auctioned
off. Oberon District received the small sum of $46.60 from
the sale the next spring. The school was bought by Ernest
Evans where it was used for machinery storage and later
as a cattle shed.

First Gordon School 1909
In 1883, the pioneers got together and erected their
first schoolhouse. After building and painting the schoolhouse, Mr. Sirett donated an acre of land for $1. as the
Land Titles Office records it and the schoolhouse is placed
on the southeast corner of SE 5-14-16. The people decided
to name it Gordon in honour of General Gordon, a famed
general of the African Sudan.
School opened in spring of 1884. The register was
kept from 1890 to 1910.
The schoolhouse burnt to the ground in February,
1913. After much discussion, they decided to build a barn
and fix it up. So for the balance of the year, the pupils
attended school in a barn.
In 1915, Mr. Sirett was approached by the trustees
for more land for the building of a new school and larger
playground. Mr. Sirett generously gave the necessary
amount on the condition that evergreens are planted around
the school yard. The average attendance was around 40
pupils.

GLENDALE SCHOOL DISTRICT # 207

Glendale School built in 1928
The board of trustees decided a school house needed
to be built and in 1883 the school was built on a one acre
site on the northwest corner of 21-14-16 purchased from
Canada North West Land Co. Limited for $1.
In 1928, a modern new school was built. Over the
years, changes were made to the building but they were
kept to a minimum. Due to many changes taking place
the trustees requested that the School District #207 be
dissolved and amalgamate with the larger School division
#31. In the fall of 1967, the school and its assets were
sold. Enough money was retained to build a cairn with a
plaque on the northwest corner of 21-14-16 to commemorate Glendale School # 207.
Sometime in the 1970s the school was made into
a home which was and still is owned by Garry and Pat
Graham.

Gordon School
After building this new school and enlarging the school
grounds the school trustees contacted John Walker to mow
weeds, grass and clean up the school grounds. He was to
plough the grounds and level them for $19. Then Delbert
Reynolds had the audacity to pasture his cattle on them.
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An indignant letter demanding $25. damages was written
to the gentleman by the trustees.
Despite the many changes throughout the years, the
Gordon School closed in June, 1966.
The schoolhouse was sold to the Gordon brothers who
dismantled it. The old school bell was put in Don Murray’s
museum for safekeeping. A cairn was built and placed on
the property where the schoolhouse was located.
Today, the winds whisper through the pines and only
the gophers frolic where generations of children played so
merrily through the years gone by.

New Inkerman School 1952
The new school was erected behind the trees and had
good shelter from the wind. In January, 1959, the government wanted a strip of land 43 feet wide off the school
grounds for the new highway and offered $150. for the
land and damage of the windbreak. The trustees accepted
the offer and the highway ran along the north side of the
schoolyard.
In 1967, the Inkerman School was closed and pupils
went to the Neepawa schools. The building now belonged
to BPSC#31. The division used it for the next three years as
a school for the Trainable Mentally Handicapped children.
The children were bussed from Neepawa to there.
In 1970, the Division closed the school and that
summer it was sold to Ray and Lyle Byram of Oberon
district for $2,100. It was moved to their farm, SW 8-13-15
and made into a lovely home and in 2008 it still is a lovely
home.

INKERMAN SCHOOL # 875
The old Inkerman School # 875 was built in 1896 on
the NW 26-14-14. The school was really needed in that
area. In naming the school Inkerman with all the problems
it had, the district had decided on the name “Inkerman” as
it had taken two years, and a lot of ink to fulfill the needs
of a school. The school was located directly across the road
from the Drysdales. There was no well on the property so
the Drysdale boys were responsible for carrying the water
pails. Another schoolboy was hired to light the fires and
wood was bought at .65 per cord and piled outside.

IRVINE SCHOOL DISTRICT # 1146

Old Inkerman School 1896
A new school with a basement was erected in 1952.
Its grand opening exercises (with hydro, electricity, heating unit) were held in January, 1953. Another dream had
come true.
The old school was sold in February, 1953, to
G.R.Shaw for $360. and moved to Neepawa to be used
for the Church of Christ. Around 1967, William Harding,
became the owner of the building and had it moved to his
lot in the northwest corner of town. A year or two later,
the property was purchased by the town for $100. and
they skidded the building down to the valley northeast of
Kinsmen Kourts to be used by the Neepawa Fire Brigade
as a training center for the new members. The church porch
was bought by Frank Dudenhoffer and was moved to his
farm site. The old school had three moves, served as a
school, as a church, as storage shed and lastly as training
center.

Irvine School
On Aug. 17, 1901, the Irvine School District # 1146
was formed. A petition for its formation was presented to
the RM of Langford council on May 1, 1901. The district
had land in two municipalities – Langford and Lansdowne.
The school was commonly called “Scrub” school and was
built in 1902 on the land known as SE 22-13-14 which
belonged to James Walker. It was situated on the top of
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Water was carried to the school for .10 cents per pail by
the different children of the families.
Oakdale School District closed in 1941 and was finally
sold to Alban Guillas of Neepawa for $1. by BPSD#31
around 1968 and moved to Neepawa to be used for a store
and office for the Guillas Farm and Garden Supply Centre
at the north end of Neepawa. Eventually Alban Guillas sold
to Tony Otten in 1973 to serve as a barn for his daughter’s
horse.
The children ended up going four different directions
– to Sinclairville, Dumfries, Union and Inkerman.

a hill not far from Humeston Siding, which was on the
northwest quarter of the same section.

OBERON SCHOOL DISTRICT # 259
The Oberon School District #259 was formed early in
1883 and the school must have been built that year as it
was also used for a polling station for electoral purposes.
The sum of $3. was paid for its use early in February,
1884.
The school was built on the southeast corner of SE
17-13-15 of Alex Ross’ farm. The trustees bought the land
in 1884 and sold it back to Alex Ross in 1916. Most of the
school records have been destroyed. The Oberon School
was nicknamed “Bullies Acre” by the older boys. The
school was moved two miles east to the of NE 10-13-15
around 1893 or 1894. The trustees of Oberon School
District # 259 received the money from the auction sale at
Freeland School. Oberon School closed in June, 1951 due
to low enrolment and was never opened again. However,
the district was finally dissolved in May, 1963 and transferred into the Brookdale School District effective Jan.
1, 1964.

Irvine School pupils
(7 Wells, 3 Ralphs)
L to R: Jean, Cassie, Rose, Olive, Lawrence, Norman,
Manson, Howard, Bob, Roy.
Irvine School did seem to close for short periods of
time, unfortunately the school closed in the spring of 1906
when the teacher, Minnie Carrothers, became ill with scarlet fever. Miss Carrothers was only 17 at that time and
Irvine School was her first school.
In 1919 there was talk of moving the school about one
quarter mile east to low level ground on the same quarter
section. Finally it was moved to its new location in the
summer of 1924.
Throughout the years, the trustees had a difficult time
to keep the school open until its final closure in June,
1956.
As far as is known the land for Irvine School was
donated. The lands and school were sold. Rud Jones bought
the land and it is now owned by G.W. Jones, M.D.Cronkrite
and H.L. Lavich. The school is being used as a granary.
OAKDALE SCHOOL DISTRICT # 709
Prior to the formation of the Oakdale School District,
on May 21, 1892, both school and church services were
held in a log cabin. The school, a frame building, was built
on a hill on the SW 15-14-14 in 1893. The land the school
was built on became John Howe’s and now belongs to D.
Frohwerk. A stable, 12’ x 16’ was erected in 1909.
In April, 1917, about 50 yards or so east the school
was moved and put on a foundation. Unfortunately in
Christmas week of 1918 the school was burned.
From January, 1919 to June, 1921, a temporary schoolroom was set up in A. Cruickshanks’ house. The trustees
paid $7. to $10. per month for rent to the Cruickshanks.
With the talk of consolidation in 1919-20, the building of anther school was delayed. However, in 1921, Wm
Clyde built a new school for $1,450. It was a frame building, with a basement, porch and fully modern in many
ways. The school was almost completed by the end of July.

Oberon School. Howard and Clarence Martin.
Don Middleton on pony
In May, 1961, the old school house was sold for $50.
to Gordon Reilly who moved it in November, 1962 to his
farm in the Hallboro District. The porch and roof were
taken off before moving it. It was converted into a chicken
house and the flooring into a picket fence.
For many years, the new school was used for church
services – Anglicans in the morning and Presbyterians in
the afternoon.
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STONEY CREEK SCHOOL DISTRICT # 133

OSPREY SCHOOL # 261

Old Osprey School with addition which was done in
1908.
Osprey School was built in 1884 on NW 5-14-15.
During the 1880s and 1890s the Osprey School was
run as a summer school only with two weeks vacation in
mid-summer and closed in winter for 3 or 4 months. As
new settlers came in and other school districts were formed
Osprey began to realize that the school was too far east to
be central in the district. It was decided to move the school
1 ½ miles west onto the NW 6-14-15. This was done in the
winter of 1892. In 1909 it was decided to build another 12
feet which was placed on the south end as the attendance
was at an all time high.

Stoney Creek School
The Stoney Creek School Division # 133 lies in two
municipalities – Langford and Rosedale. The first Stoney
Creek schoolhouse was built with very rough logs and was
opened for instruction on Dec. 8, 1881. The school was
located on the corner of NW 30-14-15 with the current
owners of the property being Ian and Arleigh Wilson. The
Stoney Creek School # 133 was the second school to open
in the Neepawa area. In those early days the pupils used
big heavy slates and squeaky, scratchy slate pencils. It was
a great relief when the slates were abandoned and scribblers made their appearance.
After the closure of the school enough money must
have been left for the trustees, as a cairn had been placed
on the corner of NW 30-14-15 where the school was
located.
UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT # 300

New Osprey School
But over the years, the enrolment was slowly decreasing. In 1937 a new school was built and the old school was
sold to W.W. Mathews of Neepawa for $125. It was moved
to its present location just north of Merv’s Plumbing business in October, 1937.
In 1957, the school was forced to close due to low
enrollment. In 1965 the school was sold to John Acutt of
Neepawa for $400. At the same time as the school sale,
Fred Strohman purchased the barn and the two acre school
property for $110. He then left a small parcel of land for a
cairn. The history of the school district was placed behind
the plaque at NW 5-14.15.

Old Union School 1913
The first school opened in this area about 1880 and
was a log house owned by an early settler, Peter Graham.
It was located about one half mile north of where Angus
Kozoroski now lives. It was thought that it was used for
two winters.
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with its big bell was moved to SE 3-13-14, the farm of Lyle
Humeston in the RM of Langford. The school received
grants from both the RM of Langford and North Cypress
as the pupils came from both areas. In those early days
it was customary for older pupils to stay home and work
in the summer and go to school in the winter. Their ages
ranged from 5 to 20 years during the winters.
In 1917 the old Wellwood School closed and consolidated with the other two schools when the new Wellwood
Consolidated School was built in the village. In 1917 the
old Wellwood School and buildings were sold – John
Caithness bought the school for $90. and James Irvine
bought the shed for $97. In the late 1930s, Mervyn Graham
purchased the schoolhouse and had it moved to his farm
across the road. The school then became a granary for
many years and then destroyed. The bell from the old
school became a part of the new Wellwood Consolidated
School in 1917. After the school was closed and demolished in 1979, a cairn with the bell on top of it was erected
on the site.

In 1883 the Union School was built on the northeast
corner of section 30-14-14. Trustees were elected and the
school site was set. They appointed auditors, plus discussing loans and tenders.
The school was completed and began Feb. 1, 1885.
In June, 1889 there was a diphtheria scare and the school
closed – so the teacher took her holidays and then taught
in August. In 1894, the teacher was allowed 5-6 weeks off
for study in seeding time with no holidays in August. In
1891, a new foundation of stone and mortar was put under
the school and a brick chimney was built.
In 1950 a new school was built at a cost of $10,000.
and two acres of land west of the old school site was
purchased from R. Wilson, thus making 3 acres of land
owned by the school and a site for the new school. This
school had a few luxuries – a built in stage, a full sized
basement equipped with an old furnace, a small kitchen,
toilets and a recreation room. These new additions were
enjoyed by all.

TWILITE HUTTERITE COLONY
The Hutterite Colony purchased land from Donald
Hockin in 1997 namely the W ½ 10-13-15 and called
it Twilite Hutterite Colony. They have torn down the
outer buildings and it has now become a colony with
school, churches, kitchens etc. The people of the colony
deal mainly with making many wood products, and also
working in an egg hatchery, gardening and selling their
vegetables and pies and making many other items.
New Union School 1950-67

SINCLAIRVILLE SCHOOL CELEBRATES

The enrolment dropped gradually until in 1967 there
were only 8 pupils left. The Department of Education was
recommending the closing of the little rural schools. A
ratepayer’s meeting was held and by unanimous vote it
was decided to close the school. The district was dissolved
and annexed to the Neepawa School District # 126. The
BPSD # 31 sold the school to the Alcoholics Anonymous
organization. The building still stands on its old site and
has the “well-cared-for” appearance.

Submitted by Mallorie Harper

OLD WELLWOOD SCHOOL DISTRICT # 135
When the pioneers first settled in the district, some of
their first concerns were education and Christianity. Thus
it wasn’t too long before schools were built and served
many purposes – first for educating their children, a place
for worship, social events and various meetings.
The Wellwood School # 135 was first located on Cyprus
Turner’s farm ½ mile north of Wellwood where it was built
around 1882. With the coming of several more settlers
and the difficult means of transportation, it was decided
to divide the Wellwood area into three parts – Wellwood,
Brucefield and Hazelgrove. In 1894 the Wellwood School
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transported by bus to schools at Eden and Neepawa. The
school was sold and moved to Riding Mountain. This
school was located on SW ¼ 3-18-15W.

The community of Sinclairville held a cairn unveiling celebration on July 31, 2005 to honour the school.
The school existed from 1921 to 1966 at which time it
was demolished. Over 100 people attended and after the
speeches, stories and singing, the finale was the unveiling
of the cairn with five former teachers in attendance: Mary
Campbell, Mery Perrett, Kay Sissons, Ethne Orchard and
Homer Gill. The cairn was built by Ed Perrett (a former
student) which we could not afford without a grant from the
Department of Culture, Heritage and Tourism. Following
the unveiling, we had a potluck supper with barbecued
hamburgers, cake and ice cream for dessert.
The school grounds, owned by Peter Hunter, had also
been used for annual family picnics for 19 years from
1976 to 1994, which were always much fun and well
attended.

Big Valley
2109
1926 1958 Page 67-68
This school was built on the north side of the valley
to accommodate children from both sides of the valley. It
closed in 1958. The school was left there as a landmark but
in 1966 it was burned down. For many people Big Valley
or Rosedale Centennial Park as it is now known today is
still a place to come for a good toboggan ride in the winter
or an enjoyable picnic in the summer. This school was
located on SW ¼ 28-16-16W.
Riding
1439
1914 1972 Page 44-45
Mountain
In 1908 a school was built which is part of the Legion
Hall and was used until 1948 when a new two-room school
was built. The school was closed in June, 1972. In 1960,
the Grade 9-12 students were bussed to Kelwood, in 1967
the Grad 7-8 students were also moved to Kelwood, and in
1972, the school closed and all the students were bussed to
Kelwood. The school and land was bought by the curling
club, then Gordon Levandoski bought the school and it is
now located on his farm north west of the village.

SCHOOLS OF THE RM OF ROSEDALE
Submitted by Lois Graham
Name

Number Built Closed Refer To
“Rosedale
Remembers”

Birnie

465

1908 1968

Page 55
Roskeen
1058
1902 1966 Page 41-42
The school was built in 1902. The school closed in
1966 and the pupils were transported to Kelwood.
(See “Kelwood Bridges the Years 1890-1967” – pages
80-84)
Kelwood Consolidated School (1905-1997)
See Rosedale Remembers pg 20-22.
Kelwood
Elementary

1905 1925 Destroyed by fire
1927 1979 Moved to new school

Kelwood
1961 1979 Destroyed by fire
Collegiate
1979 1997 K-12 School.
In 1892, Kelwood was called Smith’s Glen, and the
school Glensmith. It was in 1904 that the Kelwood school
opened. In 1911, Kelwood became consolidated. In 1912,
a 4-classroom school was built but in 1925 disaster struck,
this school was destroyed by fire. A new 4-classroom
school was built in 1927. This school had Grades 1-10,
and then in 1939 Grade 12 was taught. When the Turtle
River School Division was formed, a new collegiate was
built. On Jan. 31, 1979, disaster stuck again, the collegiate
was burnt. A new school was built and the elementary
students were moved in with the high school in November
of 1979. The new school was officially opened in May,
1980 as a K-12. The old Elementary School was torn
down in 1982. In 1989, the high school students were

Birnie School
A brick school was built on the east side of the village
in 1909. The last school was built in 1954 and remained
in operation until 1968 when the Beautiful Plains School
Division was formed. This building now serves as a community centre, and houses the Birnie Nursery School.
Tobarmore
616
1908 1968 Page 65
(SW 3-18-15)
In 1968 Beautiful Plains School Division took over
the education of Tobarmore School children and they were
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implement building in Neepawa. This school was located
on SE 28-16-16W.

bussed to either Glenella or McCreary. The Elementary
School closed in 1997 and the students went to Glenella,
McCreary or Eden.
(See “Kelwood Bridges the Years 1890-1967: pages
86-92 and “Kelwood Bridges the Years 1968-2003” pages
1-8. The school and property has been sold with possession
date in February 2007)

Mountain Road 1432
1908 1968 Pages 98-99
The school was opened in 1908 and closed in 1968
when BPSD was formed. The students were bussed
to Eden and Neepawa. This school was located on SE
18-17-16W.

Mountain View 244
1884 1968 Pages 89-90
The first school was built in 1884, with a new one built
in 1950 and in January, 1967. When the Beautiful Plains
SD was formed, the pupils were transferred to Neepawa
by bus and the school was sold to the Parkview Hutterite
Colony at Riding Mountain. This school was located on
21-15-15W.

Pine Bluff
1776
1915 1962 Page 108
This school was located on NW 29-17-16.
Elk Ranch
1145
1901 1966 Pages 109-111
The school closed in 1966 and the students were
bussed to Eden and Neepawa.
Coldstream
435
1886 1953 Pages 188-190
In 1913 a new building was erected which served the
district until 1953, when the school was closed for lack of
pupils, and the few remaining attended Franklin School.
Coldstream was dissolved in 1966. Half became part of
the newly formed Rolling River School Division and the
other half joined Franklin. The building was sold to Gus
Steiner, an area farmer. This school was located on SW
18-15-16W.

Eden Consolidated
(See Rosedale Remembers pg 72-76).
The following four schools formed the Eden
Consolidated district in 1918:
Acton
1887
1918 On Floyd Bolds Farm
(SE 5-16-15)
Hillhead
1892
1917 On Don Jury’s Farm
(NE 20-15-15)
Seneca
1892
1917 Jas Stewart’s Farm
(NW 23-16-15)
Eden
1914
1917 Village of Eden
Grades 1-11 were taught from 1918 to 1928. In 1928,
the school started teaching Grade 12. The old 2 storey
brick building had all Grades. In 1963, a new high school
was built just south of the old school. In 1970, the Grades
10-12’s were bused to Neepawa. Thus, the Grades K-9
were moved into the high school with an addition added
on. This was a K-9 school until June 30, 1993 when the
division started busing the Grade 9’s to Neepawa. The
present school has students that are bused in from the
districts of Polonia, Mountain Road, Elk Ranch, Birnie,
Riding Mountain, and some from Kelwood. This elementary school was renamed J.M. Young on Dec. 11, 1970.

Franklin

780

1894 1906
1907 1953

Franklin built
3 schools
1953 1968 Pages 173-178
Franklin built 3 schools each time to accommodate
the growing population of the community. The school
closed in 1968 and the students were bussed to Neepawa or
Minnedosa. This school was located on NE 36-14-17W.
Iroquois
303
1885 1967 Pages 150-156
The first framed school was built in 1906 and remained
until 1950. A new school was built and in operation until
1966, when Iroquois SD joined the Neepawa SD and the
pupils were transported by bus. Then on Jan. 1, 1968, the
Iroquois SD was legally dissolved and joined the BPSD.
This school was located on SE 10-15-16W.

Clarksville
1396
1906 1968 Page 124-126
The school was built in 1906 and closed when the
Beautiful Plains SD was formed in 1968. The students
were bussed to Neepawa. The building was sold to Frank
Giesbrecht and used as a granary until a grass fire destroyed
it in the spring of 1982. This school was located on SE
5-16-16W.

Springhill
374
1885 1967 Pages 131-136
All country schools, like Springhill, covered Grades 1-8
and Grade 9 was included when the need arose. The school
stayed open until June, 1967, when enrollment forced it
to close, then the students were bussed to Neepawa. This
school was located on SW 2-16-16W.

Polonia
728
1887 1968 Page 118
In 1968, the BPSD closed the one-roomed rural schools
and bussed all children to larger centres. The children
of Polonia now attend J.M. Young School in Eden from
Kindergarten to Grade 8. For Grades 9-12, they are bussed
to Neepawa. The school was sold and is now part of an

There are three Hutterite Schools presently operating:
Willerton at Springhill Colony
Parkview at Parkview Colony
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Rolling Acres at Rolling Acres Colony.
There are three Mennonite Schools operating in
Rosedale. They are:
Living Hope Fellowship School located at SE
21-16-15W (Eden)
Mountainside Christian Fellowship School located at
Elk Ranch.
Shady Oak Christian School located at NE 15-17-15W
(Birnie).

NEEPAWA SCHOOLS

North End School

Early schools in Neepawa were written about in the
history book published in 1983, entitled “Heritage –
Neepawa Land of Plenty”. However, to refresh everyone,
we have listed the name and location of the first schools
and write-ups of the schools presently operating.
First school was located east of Neepawa, on a site
near where the Manitoba Hydro Building is situated. It
was built sometime prior to 1881 or school classes were
held in peoples’ homes.
Second school was the South End School, also known
as Central School. It was built in 1899.
Third school was the North End School, (Fairview,
North Ward School) situated on lots south of Trail Meats.
It was built in 1908, closed in 1928.
Fourth school was Viscount School and was located on
Mountain Avenue North. This building replaced the North
End School. It was built in 1928 to accommodate a growing population, but was torn down in 1985, as the school
population was declining again and the students were
moved to the new high school. The school was demolished
for $6,800 by tender to Daune Yerex of Neepawa.

Neepawa Collegiate (Viscount)

Hazel M. Kellington School

Central School
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute
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NEEPAWA AREA COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE

and gymnastics. Of course, the most recent additions to our
sports teams include golf and hockey. Other extra-curricular
activities at NACI included the chorale and major production. The choir has had many names such as the Glee Club,
Music Makers, and Choral Ensemble, and been under the
direction of such talented people as Norma Dunbar, John
Voth, Peter Isaak, and perhaps the most memorable, Brian
Bailey. Mr. Bailey was also responsible for the starting of
the 27 major productions and “Something to Sing About”,
the choral concert/fundraiser in his last year. The first
production ever was “A Doll’s House”, and the last one
was “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolored Dreamcoat”.
In 2001, Mr. Chapman assumed Mr. Bailey’s position and
has also staged two musical productions.

Submitted by Phil Shaman, Principal
The first official high school in Neepawa was located
where the Safeway now stands, and was known as Central
School. Despite its having been opened in 1881, the threestorey building was not completed until 1898. With an
increasing number of students a new school was built in
the north end and was known as Viscount School. This
new school became the high school. The building stood
on the corner of Mountain Avenue and Hospital Street
where the Beautiful Plains School Division office presently
is situated. However, in 1958, the population had grown
too large for the building yet again and so another school
was built on the present location and named Neepawa
Collegiate Institute. The old building remained in use as a
junior high. Eventually, the junior high moved into the new
building and the Viscount School was torn down. In 1971,
a new gymnasium, home economics room, band room,
and two science laboratories were added on. The name
of the school became Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute
at the suggestion of Dennis Sirett, in an essay contest to
rename the school. Over the last few years, a number of
renovations have occurred at the collegiate. A new science
lab has been added. Expansion has occurred in the music
area and improvements have also taken place in the metals
and woodworking shops. Three new computer labs were
included in the renovations, along with a totally upgraded
life skills area and resource center. Upgrades of the electrical and ventilation systems have also taken place.
The school’s musical legacy began in 1959 with a total
of 32 students. In 1964, band was made a school subject
that was available to Grade 7 students. The next year,
Grades 7 and 8, and by the fall of 1966, it was offered to
grades 7, 8 and 9. This was also the same year that Ted
Good was hired as a full time band director. In 1978, Mr.
Good retired and Mark Fowke took the band on a trip to
Florida during his reign over the NACI musical kingdom,
where they played in Disney World at a professional baseball game in Tampa, and a concert in Sea World. After
Mark Fowke left, the school had a variety of different band
directors who took the band on tours on Ontario cities,
Saskatoon, Moose Jaw, and Winnipeg’s Optimist Festival.
The current band director is Mrs. Katharine Kingdon.
In NACI’s earliest years, track, hockey, football, and
softball were the only sports options. However, in 1930, a
boys’ only curling team was started and in 1943, basketball
was introduced. By 1951, soccer had come to the school
and eight years later, cross-country running began to catch
on. For all those volleyball fans, a team was first formed
in 1964. Lastly, in 1980, badminton became an official
school sport. Despite the fact that girls were not permitted
to participate in many of the sports, they remained active
by pursuing cheerleading (which has recently returned)

MEMORIES OF THE PRAIRIE WEST
PROJECT
Submitted by Kris Servante

Some of my fondest memories of Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute come from the years 1973-76, before
the junior high students moved from the old Viscount
School to the new rooms at NACI. All the Grade IX
students, along with the whole staff, were invited to
become involved in a “Total Education Experience”. The
objective was to implement an “interdisciplinary approach
to learning”, and it was called “The Prairie West Project”.
The incentive was to earn a camping trip to the foothills
of the Rocky Mountains.
Not without trepidation, the staff accepted the challenge. Of course, the students jumped at the chance to get
out of school and go for a spring holiday. Oh, yes. Then
began the eight-month period of planning, organizing,
debating and discerning, much of which was in consultation with the teachers and parents involved.
Possibly the most visible activities were those involving fund-raising and budgeting. A fact soon learned was
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the rewards far out-numbered the trials, and we all grew
in mind and spirit.
The greatest rewards from the T.E.E. years have to be
the fun we had, the friends we made, and the wonderful
life-long memories.

that year-long paper and bottle drives, yard sales, celebrity
auctions, bake sales, etc. do not happen by themselves.
Much class work involved compiling study guides, itineraries, menus and song sheets, not to mention the hundreds
of in-coming and out-going letters to and from numerous tourist information centers along the proposed route.
Remember – computers were not in use at the old Viscount
School.
Finally, with their directions in hand, the first group
of Prairie West people began to reap the rewards of their
eight months of labor. They embarked on their longawaited ten-day journey west, to the foothills of the Rocky
Mountains!!
Picture this….two school buses loaded with 67 eager
and excited teenagers; a huge truck piled high with tents
and gear; two or three cars and campers; at least four teachers, a couple of nurses, the bus drivers and several parents,
all moving in tandem, west along the Yellowhead Highway,
and coming home by way of Highway #1. Stopping at
several pre-planned points, we set up camp, ate, cleaned
up and yes, studied the terrain. The tent groups did their
own cooking and cleaning, shopping and laundry, learning
all the while.
We climbed mountains, swam in lakes and pools, toured
places such as the North West Mounted Police Museum in
North Battleford, the Alberta Game Farm, Luxton Museum,
Queen Elizabeth Planetarium in Edmonton, Heritage Park
and the Calgary Tower. We swan in Radium Hot Springs
and rode on the Gondola Lift at Banff. We toured the
Museum of Anthropology and Archeology in Saskatoon,
and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police Training Depot
in Regina. The students collected samples of soil, water,
rocks and all kinds of exciting things.
One Sunday morning, all the supervisors and most
of the students, arranged themselves on a grassy hillside
under a balmy sky. At the bottom of the hill stood Henry
Loewen, one of the bus drivers. Henry had prepared a
short, but appropriate Church service, thanking God for
creating such a beautiful world, and allowing us the good
fortune of being part of it, all together on that day.
Campfire activities were often the highlight of the
day, followed by roll call before the kids were tucked into
their sleeping bags, eagerly awaiting their 6:30 or 7:00AM
reveille. An experience such as The Prairie West Project
does not succeed without strong leadership. We had that
with Bob Lepischak and Ivan Traill. Secretary, Judy Roe,
and all the staff donated countless hours, supervising and
helping in any way that they could. Barry McLachlan, Greg
Nelson, Joan Gray, Rich Hanke, Tom Edwards, as well
as the teachers from Shops, Home Economics, Industrial
Arts, Band, and I, all shared in the learning experience.
Many contributed much more than I did, due to
circumstances. I went twice as chaperone and had the
time of my life. Now, 35 years later, I still believe that

HAZEL M. KELLINGTON SCHOOL
1983 – 2008
Respectfully compiled and submitted by the HMK
administrators 1983 - present:
John Nelson
1983 – 2002
Ron Jesson
1994 – 2004
Allen Hanke
2002 – present (Principal)
Jason Young
2004 – present (Vice-Principal)
and on behalf of Bob Bradley, administrator: 1983
– 1994

HMK Staff 1983-84

HMK Staff 2007-08
Hazel M. Kellington continues to be a kindergarten
through Grade 6 school serving the needs of Neepawa
and area students and their families. In the last 25 years,
HMK’s enrolment has been as high as 433, and as low
as 353. Class sizes have varied over the years (the largest class that can be remembered in the last 25 years is
35 students in a Grade 6 class), but overall, class size
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ways, gymnasium, office, kindergarten room, staff room,
MPR, and library. Phase two also called for the construction of a new gymnasium which was to be built south
of the music room on the west side of the school yard.
Since the PSFB plan for the new gym did not include a
stage or hardwood floors, the local School Board decided
to fund the construction of a storage area that would be
large enough to accommodate a portable stage and chairs,
as well as hardwood floors. It was at this time that major
events such as the Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute Major
Production and the Grade 5 Operetta found a new home
at the Roxy Theatre. Construction began in the spring of
1996. In September of ‘96 the renovations to the open area
were not quite finished, so the Grade 5 and 6 classes had
to be held in the old gymnasium for the first few weeks!!
In December 1996, students and teachers literally picked
up their belongings in the old school and made their way
over to the new classroom section for the first time. Finally,
on Dec. 3, 1997, after nearly two years of construction,
the new rebuilt Hazel M. Kellington School had its official
opening to rave reviews!

trends have been towards smaller numbers as the student/
teacher ratio has seen small reductions by the Board over
the years.
The most noticeable change in HMK over the last 25
years has been with the school itself. Throughout the 1980’s
it became very apparent that the school needed some major
work done, so the Board initiated a Building Evaluation
Report. When the report came back, it determined that the
cost of upgrading the building systems (architectural, structural, mechanical, and electrical) would be prohibitive. In
1992 the division purchased the remaining residential lots
on the block and disposed of the houses. This was both in
anticipation of a potential project as well as to maximize
the size of the school yard. The Board forwarded the building report to the Public School Finance Board (PSFB), and
after some deliberations, finally received approval in 1994
to proceed with the design and planning of a construction/
renovation project. The Board struck a building committee
which included teachers, administrators, board members
and upper administration. There were numerous meetings
of this committee over the next several months, with lots of
discussion, both within the committee as well as with the
PSFB. The goal was to construct a functional school while
balancing need, practicality and cost. The plan that was
selected called for two phases, with phase one including
the construction of a new classroom section north of the
existing school on what was at that time the west part of
the big kids’ playground, and renovations to the existing
“open area” and music room. The new part of the school
would have a central library as its main focal point. With
literacy being one of our primary educational goals, there
could not have been a more fitting choice for the heart of
the school! The library would also house the R. J. Bradley
Science and Health Resource Centre which was dedicated
to the memory of Bob Bradley, a highly respected teacher,
counselor, administrator, and educational leader at HMK
for a number of years.

Hazel M. Kellington Staff 1996-97
In addition to the new school, HMK has seen many
other changes since 1983. One of the most noticeable is
in the area of technology! Back in 1983, there was one
TRS-80 computer in the entire school! Shortly thereafter
there was a major debate as to whether the school should
purchase Commodore 64s or Apples. The decision was
made to buy four Commodore 64 computers (Apples cost
approximately 1.5 times as much!). One of these computers was placed in the lower hallway, one in the upper hallway, one in the open area, and one in the library. These
four machines were purchased through fundraising and
direct support from the community. As funds were available, computers were added, and eventually Kellington
was at the point where there were enough computers to
have an entire lab of Commodore 64s. Although the technology itself has changed a great deal, the philosophy
the school uses in implementing technology has not. We
continue to rely on the Board and community to support
hardware and software acquisitions so we may provide
the best possible learning opportunities for our students!

The second phase included the demolition of the old
section of the school, including the upper and lower hall166

intramurals; our Remembrance Day Service; neighborhood cleanup; the noon skating program; Christmas
performances; school choir; learning and science fairs;
Spring Fling; Grade 5 Operetta; and the Grade 5 and 6
biennial camp trip to Camp Assiniboia.
Hazel M. Kellington School has a longstanding tradition of providing excellent educational opportunities to the
children who attend. This was most recently recognized by
Today’s Parent magazine which listed HMK in their “Top
25” schools in Canada (September 2007 issue). With vast
curriculum changes the school system has seen over the
last 25 years, the staff at HMK has maintained high standards that are appropriate for the children in their care. The
strength of the school has always been in the people who
work here. The dedication of the entire staff to the betterment of children, along with the support that staff provide
for each other are the things that set Hazel M. Kellington
School apart. The goal of the school has always been to do
what is in the best interest of our community’s children.
We pride ourselves in preparing kids to face the challenges
that lie ahead; whether they are academic or social.
In closing, it would be unforgivable for a write-up on
the history of our school to exclude at least a paragraph
on the overwhelming support shown by the parents and
community at large (including the School Board). Time
and again the school has initiated projects that would never
have seen completion without the support shown by the
community. Whether it be for computers, playgrounds,
field trips, books, extra noon supervision, classroom volunteers, sound systems, or artists in the school, it has been the
parents and community that have been willing to donate
both time and money in support of the education of the
children. Our Parent Council, although small in number,
has been a never ending source of encouragement and
support, both moral as well as financial, over the years.
Agencies such as the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Big
Brothers, Child and Family Services, Children’s Special
Services and Children’s Mental Health are always willing
to lend their support. Service clubs such as Rotary/Inner
Wheel, Kin Club, Elks/Royal Purple, Lions/Lionelles,
Odd Fellows/Rebekahs, and UCT are continually open to
suggestions and ideas for school improvement. Local businesses readily donate products and expertise for various
projects. Our school is without a doubt extremely fortunate
to have felt the support it has over the years! Thank you for
helping us to do what we can for the children in our care
– it truly does take a community to raise a child! Here’s to
the next 25 years being as successful as the last 25!!

Currently, the school has a lab of 29 computers, as well
as up to six computers in each classroom. In Grades 5 and
6, each classroom has at least one desktop computer and
three laptops. The entire school is networked, and there is
wireless capability in the Grade 5 and 6 area which allows
the laptops to be shared between classrooms as needed for
various projects. There are four laptops that teachers can
sign out of the office, two data projectors on carts that can
be signed out for use in classrooms, five classrooms with
data projectors mounted permanently, six computers in the
library, laser printers in the office, lab and library, ink jet
printers in over half of the classrooms, three digital video
cameras, six digital still cameras, six scanners, and a fully
functional school website (www.hmk.bpsd.mb.ca). Our
school was selected in 2003 by Industry Canada into their
“Network of Innovative Schools” (NIS) for a three-year
technology project, and continues to this day to be a leader
in the integration of technology into the curriculum.
Another noticeable change over the last 25 years is
in the area of special needs education. In 1983 programming for students with special needs was called “Special
Ed” and our school had one educational assistant (EA).
The name of the program was eventually changed to
Developmental Resource, and now is known as the
Student Support Program. Over the years the province
has recognized the special needs that students have and has
responded by providing guidelines for students to qualify
for special needs funding. This funding provides a portion
of the money for an EA – the remainder of the money must
be made up by the division. Currently there are 13 EA’s
working at HMK. The additional special needs funding
and the corresponding hiring of educational assistants has
greatly expanded the educational options for special needs
students. Twenty-five years ago special needs referred
mainly to severe cognitive and physical disabilities. These
students were usually taught in a self-contained classroom,
particularly for language arts and math, and participated
with the regular classes whenever possible. The current
definition of special needs has expanded to include many
different learning disabilities and conditions. When individual programming is needed it is provided either by the
classroom teacher or by the resource or student support
teacher. There is an expectation among classroom teachers
that children with special needs will be in their classroom
for much of the day. Over time the goal of the school has
always been to look at the individual needs of all kids and
provide programming that best suits their needs – whether
that be in the regular classroom, the resource room, or the
student support room.
Our school has a rich history that includes many “extra”
activities that over time have become traditions. These
“extras” have had tremendous support in various ways
from the community. Some of the activities you may recall
include: the Terry Fox run/walk/BBQ; Grade 6 patrols;
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NEEPAWA CO-OPERATIVE PLAY CENTRE

The Neepawa Co-operative Play Centre, also known
as The Neepawa Nursery School, began in April, 1975,
with a small class in the elementary school. Mrs. Joan
Popkes was the teacher. The school has always been a
parent co-operative and a licensed, non-profit organization.
The NCPC has had many homes over the years, such as
the Presbyterian Church basement, the Masonic Lodge and
the Salvation Army Annex. In 1999, the Neepawa Lions’
Club built a new facility at 284 Davidson Street as their
millennium project. The new building is a licensed space
for 18 children per session with teacher, Sheila Bremner,
teachers-aide Valerie LeBoutillier as well as a parent
helper. The NCPC is an inclusive program with flexible
programming to include special needs.
The school is also very active in promoting Early
Childhood Education by offering a practicum site to
college students.
In this, the 2006/2007 school year, we have 60 students
registered. Children attend classes Tuesday and Thursday
in a morning or afternoon class or Wednesday morning.

Submitted by Sheila Bremner
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Sports
“Politics, race, creed, color, and religion all are equal on
the playing field. Sports is a common ground on which
men and women of all nationalities and many different
backgrounds may meet.”
- Avery Brundage
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NEEPAWA SPORTS 1982-2007

local youth and the recently expanded 18-hole Neepawa
Golf and Country Club now brings in many adult visitors
to our community for that ever growing popular summer
activity.
The Neepawa golf course, Yellowhead Centre, baseball complex, and new soccer fields on the flats are just
some examples of the many fine recreation facilities in the
community that help to produce not only great athletes
but also provide wonderful fitness, recreational, and
competitive opportunities for everyone who wishes to get
involved.

Submitted by Joe MacPhee
This brief summary of major sporting events and
personalities covering the last 25 years of Neepawa history
is merely meant to build on what sporting history has
already been thoroughly covered in the original heritage
book by a variety of excellent writers.
Undoubtedly, someone or something over the last 25
years will be overlooked by me and I apologize if your
favourite sporting event or personality didn’t get the attention that no doubt they deserved here.
One group of people who shouldn’t be overlooked are
the great group of volunteers and leaders who have helped
to keep regular amateur sports going year after year or the
extra effort put in for major provincial or regional sporting
events that are hosted with great success by our community. A recent example of this would be the hosting of the
Manitoba Senior Summer Games in 2005 which received
great reviews from participants and spectators from all
over the province.
Neepawa has always been a great hockey and curling
town in the winter along with baseball in the summer and
that tradition has carried on to date. Also, the summer sport
of soccer has increased greatly in participation among

BASEBALL
Just as the Neepawa Cubs dominated the local baseball scene in the previous 25 years so have the Neepawa
Farmers been the main attraction for baseball fans over
the past 25 years.
The change in fortunes began in 1982 when the Cubs
and Farmers traded classifications and the Farmers joined
the Manitoba Senior Baseball League in place of the Cubs
who dropped down to the Intermediate level Yellowhead
League and became a so called “farm team” of the now
Senior level Farmers. The Cubs continued to play in the
Yellowhead League and then the Santa Clara League and
won several league titles but lack of available commit-

1997 Neepawa Farmers, Manitoba Champions
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Second base may be the position with the most depth in
the lineup with three strong candidates. However, Lawson
Davie is the easy selection over two other fine players in
Kori Pearson and Bryan White who still make the team
as utility players.
Shortstop is another strong position with Dean
McBride turning in an outstanding 11-year career while
in Neepawa and holds the Farmers lifetime batting average
at .373. Merv Bohn who batted .323 in six seasons is the
only other consideration for shortstop.
Third base is an easy choice as Troy Mutch is the only
serious candidate for the hot corner. He batted .310 with
power over 11 seasons and was an excellent fielder.
All-star outfielders are in short supply but the greatest
Farmer of all, Mike Levandosky, will patrol centrefield,
flanked by Glen Tibbett and Danny Senff. Cory Hilhorst
is also on the team as an outfielder and designated hitter
despite only three seasons here but he batted .332 including
a MSBL batting title (.414 in ’96) and helped the Farmers
win the ’93 league championship.
On the mound, Don Schmall is the all-time leader
in most pitching categories including a 39-30 won lost
record in 13 seasons. Vince Eastman was here only three
years (’96-98) but was nearly unbeatable in going 19-6 and
pitching the Farmers to their best three-year stretch. Andy
Boehm had an outstanding 23-10 record on the mound and
was also an excellent utility player and hitter in six years.
Cam Biberdorf only pitched two seasons (’86-87) but was
outstanding in posting a 13-4 record with 193 strikeouts
in only 142 innings before going on to the professional
ranks. Top lefty in a Farmer uniform was BJ Birch who
went 21-14 in nine seasons from ’87-95.

ted players in 2007 forced the Cubs to fold at least for
one season which brought an end to over 50 consecutive seasons of the Cub uniform playing on a Neepawa
diamond.
The 1982 Farmers were a young team who steadily
improved under head coach Don Smith’s guidance for
their first four seasons in the MSBL. In 1986 a new coach,
but a familiar face and team member, took over the now
maturing team and led them to the MSBL pennant that
season. Of course that new coach was Garth White and
he has been coming out of the Farmers dugout with the
lineup card in his hand and to discuss the weather with
dozens of umpires ever since except for one season when
brother Jim filled in for him.
The Farmers won the MSBL pennant again in 1991
but didn’t go all the way to their first league championship until the 1993 season. They won another pennant in
1996 and then in 1997 achieved their highest success with
their second league championship and their first and only
provincial title to date.
The Farmers have not achieved as much success on
the field in the first decade of this century as they did in
the last decade of the previous one but they have always
been competitive and provided great entertainment for
local baseball fans. In 2006 the MSBL hosted the National
Senior Baseball Championships and Neepawa got to
show off its baseball facilities and friendly hospitality
for a tournament game, a saga that should be repeated in
the summer of 2008 when the Canadian Senior Baseball
Championships return to western Manitoba.
The Neepawa Farmers also celebrated their 25th
season in the MSBL in 2006 which makes them second
only to the Brandon Cloverleafs among current teams for
longevity in the league which was founded in 1961.
Such an accomplishment calls for the selection of the
best of the Farmers over that time so with the help of two
experts who have had the best seat to watch the Farmers
perform in that time, Garth White and Mike Levandosky,
here are the Farmers MSBL all-time all-stars.
The Farmers were blessed with two outstanding catchers in Jim White and Cory Billaney. Both were MSBL
all-stars and were versatile enough to play other positions including pitcher. White is second in service as a
Farmer with 19 seasons while batting .268 and Billaney
was named League MVP in 1999 and had a .323 lifetime
average and 6-3 pitching record in nine years.
First base hasn’t had any all-stars performing there
except for a few years when a veteran Mike Levandosky
moved in from centrefield. The Nicholson brothers,
Richard and Larry, will get to share the position. Rich
played more games at first than anyone else in an 11-year
career and Larry was a power hitter and also a good pitcher
over five seasons.

Mike Levandosky Farmers 1985 MVP
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communities that wished to establish a museum for the
Baseball Hall of Fame and a committee from Neepawa was
organized to submit a proposal. A spirited battle between
Neepawa and Morden as the two finalists in the running
for being awarded the museum resulted in Morden winning
the competition in a very close vote by the Hall of Fame
board.
However, despite losing out on having the Manitoba
Baseball Hall of Fame located here the Neepawa area has
received strong recognition for its great players and teams
of the past. Several individuals and two teams have already
been inducted into the Hall of Fame and Neepawa was
also able to host the Hall Of Fame’s annual Induction
Ceremonies and banquet in 2001 at the Yellowhead
Centre.
Former local players and teams honoured to date began
with the first Hall of Fame inductee class of 1997.
Mel McGorman (1997) played ball for Eden or Arden
for 35 years and was best known as great curveball pitcher
and competitor for the fine 1940s and 50s Eden teams.
Dick McKenzie (1998) was well known as a longtime umpire of over 1000 games and then president of
the Neepawa and District Baseball League for its entire
20 years from 1950-69.
1949-54 Eden Baseball Club (2001) was a small
community team that played great tournament ball often
against much larger towns and was also a powerhouse in
the Neepawa and District League.
Daune Yerex (2003), known as “Lefty,” pitched for
Springhill and Eden and later became respected manager
for both the intermediate level Farmers and Cubs teams.

Of course even an all-star team needs a manager and
Garth White has filled out the lineup card and been in the
third base box for 20 of the 25 Farmer seasons. His assistants would have to be brother Jim along with Don Smith
the team’s first MSBL manager.
Few American imports have made our team due to
their short stays here, but special mention can be made
of some outstanding performances turned in by some of
the two dozen or so who have been here for one or two
seasons. John Britt and Todd Niva were the Farmers first
two imports, both played here in 1982-83 and both hit over
.400 and did duty on the mound. Lance Ellingson hit nine
home runs, batted .301 and went 5-4 on the mound in the
89-90 seasons. Who can forget the exciting Jose Oyervidez
in 2001 who posted a 5-1 pitching record and a .454 batting
average while playing shortstop when not on the mound
and signed a professional contract the next season to play
in the San Diego Padre organization.
Neepawa Minor Baseball has operated a strong
program for young ball players over the past 25 years
that produced a 1997 Provincial Bantam A championship
and several Midget provincial championships. The 2003
Midget provincial champion team went on to capture the
Western Canadian championships in Altona, MB, behind
the pitching of Greg Hockin who was named Midget
Player of the Year by Baseball Manitoba.
MANITOBA BASEBALL HALL OF FAME
The Manitoba Baseball Hall of Fame became a reality in 1996 thanks mainly to the work of Gladwyn Scott
who was the driving force behind the idea. The Hall of
Fame board of directors solicited proposals in 1998 from

2003 Neepawa Midgets, Western Canadian Champions
Back Row: Glen Tibbett (Coach), Kirk Tibbett, Marty Jakubowski, Adam Kerkowich, Brian McCannell, Kyle Nixon,
Derek McCreath, Dale Kulbacki, Shawn Haggerty, Mike Levandosky (Coach), Bob McCreath (Coach).
Front Row: Ryan McGorman, Cam Tibbett, Kevin Levandosky, Rob Wilson, Greg Hockin, Cody Jakubowski, Bat Boy.
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Mike Levandosky (2006) was a “superstar” for 23
years in MSBL for Cubs and Farmers and holds most
career Farmer batting records. Selected league first all-star
16 times and won two league MVP’s, also named in 2000
to MSBL’s 40th Anniversary all-time first all-star team.
Pat Angers (2007) was a pitcher and hard hitting third
baseman who starred for teams all over the province before
he settled in Neepawa and led the Cubs to the MSBL finals
in just their first year in the league.
1955-60 Neepawa Cubs (2007) were a great young
team coached by Merv Buchanan during this era that
usually dominated local tournaments and the Neepawa
and District League where they won four championships
in those six years.
Lawson Davie (2008) was a star shortstop and second
base in the MSBL for both the Cubs and the Farmers. He
received 13 all-star selections and was voted to the MSBL’s
40th Anniversary all-time second all-star team.
The 1949-54 Eden Baseball Club that was inducted
into the Manitoba Baseball Hall of Fame at ceremonies held in Neepawa in 2001 recently received further
recognition when a large sign commemorating the team’s
achievement was erected at the north end entrance to the
community of Eden.

1949-54 Eden Baseball Club Baseball Hall of Fame
sign
Showing off the new sign are from left, Harry Smithson
and Merv Chorneyko, team members who fundraised for
the sign; Doug Chorneyko of Provost Signs; and Daune
Yerex, team member.

1955-60 Neepawa Cubs
Manitoba Baseball Hall of Fame 2007
Back Row: Bill Fraser, Lawrence McDannold, Wayne Sparling, Len Boulton, Dale Williams, Gary Martin,
Gordon McCracken, Terry Oliver, Murray Stewart, Ken Hockin, Tim Boulton.
Middle Row: Jim Schmall, Dave Hay, Terry Brown, Howie Hawkins, Ray Simms, Ron McLaren, Gerry Buchanan,
Doug Birch, Ed Sage, Ron Buchanan, Rob Montgomery.
Front Row: Henry Ohirko, Earl Doherty, Bob Allen, Merv Buchanan, Shirley Crabbe, Glen Yerex, Lorne Kilburn,
Harvey Russell.
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HOCKEY
The demise of senior hockey in Neepawa in the early
1980s was replaced by interest in a junior hockey franchise and that led to the formation of the Neepawa Natives
Junior A team which joined the Manitoba Junior Hockey
League in 1989.
The organizers of the original franchise included Bill
and Ron White, Lionel Crowther, and Laurence Cathcart.
The team has gone through several ownership changes
since its founding and is currently operating on a community ownership format after several years of individual
ownership and generous support from Gaynor Vivian.
Neepawa is one of the smallest communities in Canada
operating a Junior A team and although they have usually
been very competitive over the years they have not as yet
managed to capture a MJHL title. The two seasons in which
the Natives were most successful on the ice were under
Coach Don McGillivray in 1994-95 when they finished
in first place in Allard Division regular season and in the
following year, 1995-96, when they were Allard Division
playoff champions but lost to the St. James Canadians in the
league finals. Photos of each yearly edition of the Natives
team are on display at the Yellowhead Arena foyer.
Several local players have played their minor hockey
in Neepawa and gone on to junior and university or professional careers including four: Shawn Byram, Mark Kolesar,

Shane Hnidy, and Triston Grant, who have fulfilled the
ultimate minor hockey player’s dream of making it to the
NHL. Their accomplishments along with those of several
other Neepawa Minor Hockey Association grads are on
display plaques at the Yellowhead Arena.
The most successful Neepawa minor hockey grad to
date has been defenseman Shane Hnidy who is currently
in his first season (2007-08) playing for last year’s Stanley
Cup champion, the Anaheim Ducks, after signing on as
a free agent. Shane also has had NHL stops in Ottawa,
Nashville, and Atlanta and made his NHL debut on Oct.
5, 2000, for the Senators in Boston against the Bruins.
Shane should also be recognized for his support to the
Beautiful Plains Community Foundation in the form of
the annual Shane Hnidy Charity Golf Tournament begun
in 2002 and for his assistance to the Yellowhead Arena
through the NHL Players Association Goals and Dreams
funding program for minor hockey facilities.
Shawn Byram played briefly for the New York Islanders
in the 1990-91 season and the Chicago Black Hawks the
next year; Mark Kolesar played several games with the
Toronto Maple Leafs from 1994-97; and Triston Grant got
a call up to the Philadelphia Flyers for a eight game stint
in 2006-07 and is still currently in the Flyers organization
with the AHL’s Philadelphia Phantoms.

1989-90 Neepawa Natives Junior A Team
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– Neepawa Atom A, 2000 Provincial Champs
– Neepawa Pee Wee A, 2000 Provincial Champs
Although there is not enough space to show pictures
of all these championship teams in this write up they can
all be seen along with a great deal more of Neepawa’s
sporting heritage in the excellent display area set up in
the Yellowhead Arena.
BOWLING

NHL defenseman Shane Hnidy in his Atlanta Thrashers
uniform, 2006-07 season
Hnidy, Kolesar, and Grant also made brief appearances
in the Neepawa Natives lineup before moving on to Major
Junior and professional careers as well as all three put in
at least a season with the Yellowhead Chiefs, the regional
AAA Midget team. The Chiefs have also had many other
local minor hockey grads appear in their uniform before
going on to junior, university, senior, and professional
careers.
A strong minor hockey association has always been a
key for producing hockey talent and Neepawa is no exception. Over the past 25 years Neepawa Minor Hockey has
produced several provincial champions and hopefully all
those winners are included in the following list:
– Neepawa Hawks Manitoba Pee Wee B Champs,
1986
– Neepawa Hawks Manitoba Pee Wee A Champs,
1987
– Neepawa Atoms, Rural Atom A Champs, 1987
– Neepawa Hawks Manitoba Bantam A Champs,
1988
– Neepawa Braves Major Pee Wee A Champs, 1988
– Neepawa Hawks, Midget provincial A Champs,
1990
– Neepawa Mohawks, Minor Bantam Provincial A
Champs, 1990
– Neepawa Fighting Sioux, 1993 Provincial Atom A
Champs

National Bowling Champs
Manitoba’s 55+ Triple Play men’s bowling team of
Keith Chute, Eric Pettitt and Melvin Oswald captured the
2002 national championships held in Medicine Hat, AB.
The trio bowled out of Evans Lanes in Neepawa and it was
the first national championship won by an Evans Bowling
Lanes based team.
CURLING
The final stage of the new Neepawa Curling Club
facility was just under construction at the last edition of
this book but as stated then it was and still is one of the
finest rural curling rinks in Manitoba. However, even it has
proven to be too small for the growth in size of provincial
competitive curling championship tournaments despite the
decline in curling participation as a recreational sport.
Fortunately, the Yellowhead Arena had proven to be
an ideal facility to handle such prestigious events and
Neepawa was able to host both the Women’s 2000 Scott
Tournament of Hearts provincial championships and
the Men’s 2002 Safeway Select provincial championships under the leadership of chairman Bert Lowry and
a large and dedicated group of volunteers. Both of these
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It all started for Kelly as a youngster when his parents
would take him to their weekly curling sessions at the tiny
two sheet indoor rink at Cordova and he got to throw his
first rocks. He continued his curling interest while moving
on to high school at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute and
has never stopped throwing stones since.
His first break through onto the provincial level came
in the late 1970s with a mixed team of John and Venetta
Csversko along with his wife, Yvonne. In all, he has been
to the provincial mixed playdowns 11 times and just last
year made it to the final four with teammates Yvonne, Jerry
Cooke, and Ace Ross.
In 2003 Kelly filled in for Mike McEwan as the skip
on the provincial mixed champion team and led them
to a 6-5 record at the national mixed championships in
Abbotsford, BC.
Kelly, with teammates Allan Hockin, Terry Oliver, and
Merv Robertson, has also represented Manitoba several
times at the Colby Cup which was an Elks Club national
bonspiel. They lost the 1982 finals in Moncton, NB, and
won the consolation in Dawson Creek, BC on another
occasion.
It took Kelly until 1984 to earn his first appearance
into the men’s provincial championships, now known as
the Safeway Select, but since then he has been a regular
competitor with 17 appearances in the last 24 years.
Kelly, along with his teammates Allan Hockin, Terry
Oliver, and Vince Martin, made three straight appearances
from 1984-86 to start his run and his current rink with
Doug Armour, Miles Olmstead, and Ace Ross, have been
to every Safeway Select since 1999, seven in a row and

events were artistic, financial, and competitive successes
that greatly enhanced the reputation of Neepawa for its
community sporting spirit and organizational abilities.

The Robertson curling family
Back: Paul, Kelly, Mark
Front: Doreen, Yvonne, Merv
You can’t discuss local curling without bringing
up the commitment, success, and longevity that Kelly
Robertson has displayed for more than thirty years on the
local, provincial, and national level. His curling resume for
tournaments, leagues, and annual play downs is so lengthy
and full of accomplishments that it will be very hard to do
it all justice in the short space allotted.

1999-00 NACI Girls Basketball Team, Provincial Champions
Back Row: Natalie O’Donnell (asst. coach), Jennifer Kostenchuk (manager), Robyn Kohinski, Nancy Newton
(manager), Kendell Kohinski, Lindsay Jarema, Michelle McLaughlin, Sherry Glushek, Becky O’Donnell,
Jennifer Bohn, Mrs. Hayhurst
Front Row: Kara Menzies, Shelley Glushek, Tanya Jarvis, Brittany Gibson, Jody Jury
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HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
One sporting area that is sometimes overlooked by
the community and the media is at the high school level
where the NACI Tigers have produced many outstanding
teams and individual athletes. Following is a list, courtesy
of Murray Black, of the elite NACI teams that have earned
provincial championships or been finalists for provincial
honours.
1991/92 – Boys volleyball finalists
1992/93 – Boys track and field champions
1992/93 – Boys soccer finalists
1994 – Football champions
1995 – Football champions
1996/97 – Boys track and field champions
1997/98 – Boys volleyball finalists
1997/98 – Boys golf finalists
1998/99 – Girls basketball champions
1998/99 – Boys soccer finalists
1998/99 – Girls volleyball champions
1999/00 – Girls soccer champions
1999/00 – Girls basketball champions
1999/00 – Girls curling finalists
2001/02 – Girls curling finalists
2001/02 – Girls track and field champions
2001/02 – Boys track and field champions
2003 – Football champions
2005/06 – Girls soccer champions
2006/07 – Boys soccer champions
2007/08 – Boys soccer finalists

counting. Other members of his foursome through the
years that have made it to the men’s playdowns with him
skipping include Jim Horn, Larry McCulloch, Brian Wood,
Duncan Pottinger, and Bob Scales. He has qualified four
times for the final eight but has come up just short every
time so far.
Kelly and his current teammates also compete weekly
in the Brandon Sun Westman Super League of Curling
which is an elite 12 team league that has cash prizes of up
to $5000 in a year for the winners. Kelly has brought home
the title and top cash winnings four of the past six years.
Despite his youthful looks, Kelly has been around
so long that he now has made it to the senior curling age
category (over 50) and hopes to qualify for provincials
this year (2008) in the senior zone playoffs scheduled
for December (2007) with a rink of Doug Armour, Peter
Prokopowich, and Brent McCannell.
Kelly’s dedication to and love of curling was passed
on to him by his parents, Merv and Doreen who are both
still active curlers, and has been picked up by his son Paul
who curls competitively out of the Neepawa Curling Club.
Kelly and Yvonne’s other son, Mark, of course also has
spent lots of time on a sheet of ice in the winter and the
baseball diamond in the summer while growing up locally
but now has his first teaching position in Virden for the
2007-08 year after graduation from Brandon University.
In their spare time, when not at a curling event, the
three generations of the Robertson family run a combined
grain and beef operation in the Gordon district in the RM
of Langford, about 12 miles southwest of Neepawa.

NACI Tigers Hockey Team, 2003 WHSHL League Champions
Back Row: Justin Miller, Kyle Martin (stats), Troy Brister, Dale Swanton, Jim Krzyzaniak, Jim White, Mat Lowry
Middle Row: Brady Henderson, Shawn Bergen, Marshall McDonald, Tyler Contant, Nicholas Chute,
Brian McCannell, Evan Taylor, Rodney White, Scan Davids
Front Row: Brad Nelson, Jason Dick, Cam Tibbett, Mark Tremaine, Rob Wilson, Derek McCreath, Derek McKelvy,
Bryce Nugent, Tyler Stewart
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1984 – Bill Elliott-Special Olympics track and field;
Kami-Rae Nelson-figure skating.
1985 – Mike Levandosky-baseball; Sherry Fehrbowling.
1986 – Mike Angers-hockey; Lynn Schell-judo.
1987 – Rick Schell-judo; Lynn Schell-judo.
1988 – Kori Pearson-hockey/baseball; Anna Borsajudo/baseball.
1989 – Warren Yerex-hockey/baseball; Nancy
Bremner-gymnastics.
1990 – Kori Pearson-hockey/baseball; Erin Cummingsfigure skating.
1991 – Gordon McCracken-curling; Crystal Kozoroskihockey/track and field.
1992 – Clint Wetherill-track and field; Jennifer Birchvolleyball/basketball.
2000 – Bryan White-hockey/baseball; Tanya Jarvisvolleyball/basketball.

2006-07 NACI Boys Soccer Team, Provincial Champions
Back Row: Mr. Critchlow, Joe Leach, John White, Tim
Murray, Brad Mabon, Marseu Gordon,
Lansana Kamara, Osville Edwards
Second Row: Ryan Jakubowski, Joel Eisner, Joe Medina,
Matheus Ferandes, Jeremy Walmsley, Graeme Wilson,
Chase Critchlow, Todd Walker
Front Row: Braden Dick, Bryce O’Donnell,
Devon Kroeker

NEEPAWA GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB
(COMPILED 1988)
Compiled by Clayton Gault, updated by Blair
McLaughlin

High School hockey has had a tremendous growth in
popularity in the Westman area during the past decade and
the Neepawa Tigers reached the pinnacle of the Westman
High School Hockey League in 2003 by capturing the
league championship.
KEN FRAMPTON ATHLETE OF THE YEAR
AWARDS
The career of Ken Frampton as a sports writer and
the establishment of an annual award to the top male
and female athlete of the year in the Neepawa area were
chronicled in the first edition (pg.269). Unfortunately, the
annual selection of recipients has been discontinued but the
trophy and photos of all the annual winners are on display
at the Yellowhead Arena foyer display area. The complete
list of winners includes:
1976 – Rick Fraser-track and field; Marilyn Buchananbowling.
1977 – Lawson Davie-baseball.
1978 – Michael Wilman-waterskiing; Lori Boldfastball/volleyball
1979 – Glen Newton-track and field; Penny McElmonswimming.
1980 – Glen Newton-track and field; Valerie Jasienczykswimming.
1981 – Harvey Ebner-golfing; Holly Fulfordbasketball/volleyball.
1982 – Bryan Grey-basketball; Cathy Cummingsgolfing.
1983 – Lindsay Kaspick-hockey; Jennifer Speissgymnastics.

To accurately appraise and fully appreciate our position today, it is necessary to look back to where we have
come from and review the series of happenings which have
enabled us to reach the position we enjoy at the present
time.
Golf history in Neepawa goes back well over 60 years.
It all began in the early 1920s when three ladies, Mrs.
Dyer, Mrs. Todd and Mrs. Claude Still made a decision
they wanted to play golf. After an extensive search for
suitable property, they finally made arrangements with Mr.
“Scotty” Burnett to use his sheep pasture which was located
to the south of the present fair grounds. Very little equipment was necessary as the sheep kept the grass reasonably
short. A small shed which doubled as a slaughter-house
was revamped to also serve as a Clubhouse.
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$800. Because the building was located on an island, it had
to be moved across the ice. Two well known movers of this
district, Britsky and Belton contracted to bring the building to Neepawa that winter, costing $1,500. They came
back in the early summer and moved the building onto the
permanent foundation provided by volunteer labor. Their
fee was an additional $1,500.
After many work bees and considerable volunteer help
the renovations were complete and the basic furnishings
in place. The total cost amounted to $18,537.
In the mid summer of 1963, the grass green and irrigation project was started. For many, this effort turned to be
a real “labor of love”. Helpful information and advice was
received from many sources, but two men were outstanding in their assistance:
Mr. John Steele – Head greenkeeper, St. Charles
Country Club, Winnipeg – President Manitoba
Greenskeepers Association; and Dr. Ferguson – Plant
Science Department, University of Manitoba.
This project seemed to go on and on. The irrigation
system took much longer to install because of the design
– the necessity for drain points to avoid freezing and the
related importance of levels. The total cost of this project
was $19,000 which appears ridiculously low by todays
standards. However, again volunteer labor really made
it all possible and all the “blood, sweat and tears” were
forgotten when the official opening of the new clubhouse
and the grass greens and irrigation system took place on
Aug. 25, 1965.
The cost of these two major projects came close to
$40,000 and again it was not only golfers but also other
interested citizens who guaranteed the financing through
banking channels.
During the next twenty years continuous efforts of
improvements have been made: rope tow up “cardiac hill”,
upgrading of equipment, new putting greens, traps, tees
and general appearance and tree planting.
In 1984, a more extensive and modern irrigation
system was installed which assured complete coverage of
the watering needs. The price tag on this project totaled
close to $100,000. The benefits of this new system were
quickly apparent. The next improvements that came were
sheds to house the members’ power carts. Since 1986,
four cart sheds have been built. The last shed completed
is set up with electricity for the ever increasing number
of electric carts. In total, more than 100 carts are stored
in these sheds.
In the last few years, improvements to the clubhouse
such as a deck in front and expanded storage at the back
have been made. In 2002, with a grant from the Neepawa
Lions Club, a separate Pro Shop and Managers office were
constructed. This made more room in the clubhouse for
additional table space and also the display of trophies and
memorabilia. It also relieved the congestion of visitors

Other women quickly joined the original trio, then a
few of the men got interested and the Neepawa Golf Club
was formed. The membership fee was set at $5 per year
which was turned over to Mr. Burnett as rent. The total
membership quickly grew to between 25 or 30 aspiring
golfers.
It is fitting to record that one person included in this
original group is still a resident in our community. Mrs.
Vi Bradley came to Neepawa from England as a war bride
(World War I) and almost immediately joined the others
in the formation of this new club. Presently, she is known
to all as Mrs.Vi Davidson. She has been an active playing member up until 1984 and has provided considerable
information helpful in compiling this historical record.
The arrangement with Mr. Burnett continued until the
beginning of World War II. As farm produce prices began
to rise, Mr. Burnett decided to sow all his land to grain
and the golf course became a wartime casualty.
A concerted effort then began to find a permanent
home which resulted in the present property being
purchased from the Hamilton estate in 1944 for the sum
of $900. To abide by and complete the legal aspects of
this transaction, it was necessary to appoint an interim
executive committee. Mr. E.P. Boyle was named to head
this temporary group until the regular executive body was
formed. A small group of generous business men from
Neepawa supplied the financing and work began on the
formation of the course.
Mr. Johnny Lawrence, resident professional at
Wasagaming Golf Club came from Clear Lake to lay out
the course. While Mr. J. Humphrey, who was in charge
of the #35 EFTS Air Force Station in Neepawa, provided
heavy equipment to clear bush and scrub and to contour
fairways and drainage channels.
When the course was ready for play, it was determined
that, in addition to the purchase price of $900. for the land,
a sum of $998. had been spent on the development. Thus
the original Neepawa Golf Club came to an end and the
present Neepawa Golf and Country Club had its beginning, acquired a permanent home and established its full
identity in our community.
During the next few years, in spite of a very limited
budget, continuous improvements were made to the course
and a small clubhouse was built up on the side hill to the
south of what is now the #7 fairway. In the mid 50s this
clubhouse was moved up to where our present clubhouse
is located. The first hole then became #9 and #2 became
#1 and the rest renumbered accordingly.
About the beginning of 1960, the opportunity to
purchase a building suitable for a more adequate clubhouse
presented itself. A government owned building which had
been a fish hatchery located on Ebb and Flow Lake, near
the Narrows on Lake Manitoba, had been declared surplus.
Mr. Earl Murray negotiated the purchase for the sum of
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NEEPAWA WINTER PARK

buying green fees at the same location as members were
purchasing their food and beverages.
In 1999, the members started discussing the possibility
of expanding the golf course to 18 holes. This was quite
a large and expensive project to consider for the size of
our membership. After several meetings of the members,
a vote was taken in 2000. With an overwhelming majority,
it was decided to go ahead and build the back nine. Dave
Grant of Grant Design Ltd. was hired to do the layout
and the construction of the course. Construction started
in the summer of 2000. In the spring of 2001, construction was set back when the spring flood waters did a great
deal of damage to the unfinished course. One green was
cut completely in half by floodwater. With the help of
many volunteers, the new holes were completed in the
fall of 2001. A member’s only tournament was held on
June 16, 2002 and the official opening was held on June
30, 2002.
In the design of the course, the new and old holes
were integrated so that we didn’t play the old holes first
and then the new. This plan worked very well and soon
even the long time members forgot the layout of the front
nine. Occasionally the course will be set up the old way
for nine holes and it is quite interesting to play. We did
have one of the most beautiful and challenging nine hole
courses in the area but now we have Western Manitoba’s
“Must Play” course. It is one of the most beautiful and
challenging courses in the province.
Today, the Neepawa Golf and Country Club is a wellstructured organization with a golf course that the entire
community can be very proud of. It provides recreation
for some 300 adult and 100 junior members. The course
also brings countless visitors to Neepawa each year to golf.
This helps our local economy prosper.
Hopefully, the generations to come will appreciate our
efforts and continue to build on the legacy, which many
members past and present have provided.

Submitted by Muriel Gamey
In the middle 70s, Ivan Traill and Gordon Fulford
started a ski trail on crown land seven kilometers east of
Neepawa. A small ski club was organized and operated for
a few years. In the early 80s, Muriel Gamey and D. Todd
began widening the trails. This enabled John Douglas to
groom the trails, using his own snow machine. Over the
next ten years, a great deal of work was done, extending and widening all the trails. Under John’s guidance as
recreation director, a ski club was revived, grants were
obtained to purchase a snow machine for the club and a
warming cabin was built and moved on site. During this
time, the Department of Highways, needing clay to widen
the highway, removed trees and earth from an area close to
the highway. This became a suitable tobogganing area.
By 2007, the area contained: 5 km of double tracked
trail for classic skiing, 2.2 km of trail for skate skiing, 7
km of trails for snow shoeing, a toboggan hill with two
slopes and a warming cabin.
Over the years, as the use of this area grew, it was
decided to actively promote it as a Winter Park, with the
purpose of attracting winter tourists.
This area was associated with sports long before the
ski trail developed. In the 1890s, under the guidance of
Bob Hunter, (uncle of Graham and Murray Hunter) a rifle
range was established on the north west quarter. The berms
on which the targets were placed are still visible and the
shooting range was 400-500 yards long.
During World War II, young pilots who were being
trained at the Neepawa base often became lost when flying
over this area, as their instruments would quit working. At
the end of the war, a Dutchman who had been working on
the base decided to investigate this phenomenon. In 1947,
he had a company drill a hole and found that the sample
was 28% iron ore. In 1978, another company drilled a
3,750 foot hole and found ore at 2,500 feet. It is believed
that this is an extensive deposit and was the cause of the
instruments malfunctioning in the planes.
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Who Knew?
Interesting Stories From the Area
“There are always two sides to a story –
he has his and I have mine,
and the facts lie between.
- Michel Fournier
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CLOSING OF FRANKLIN STORE
MARKS THE END OF AN ERA

children and a lovely fruit bowl or other gift for mother,
when the bill was paid in the fall.
In the early days, a fine hall was over Anderson’s store.
Here, were held church dinners, anniversaries, Christmas
concerts and many activities that were a lot of fun. This
hall was in use until Franklin Memorial Hall was built in
the year 1920.
On the north-east corner was the Post Office, and Alex
Anderson was postmaster for many years. Following his
death, his sister, Mrs. P.A. Reid took over, and she was in
charge as postmistress for 36 years.
Then, Anderson’s store became the Franklin Supply
Co.. and had three different managers. One was Mr.
Ritchie, another Samuel Wallace, who married a local
girl, Lena Woodill.
In 1915, the Franklin Supply Company store was to be
sold, and thus, began the era of the Freemans’ of Franklin.
Until the year, 1971 – 56 years later, this store was owned
and operated by Freemans’.
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick A. Freeman and the older
members of their family came from the city of London,
England to Franklin, MB in the year 1908. Mr. Freeman
tried papering and painting in P.J. McDermott’s store. In
1915, he purchased Franklin Supply and went into business. Mr. Alex Broady assisted as clerk.
His supply was the demand of the people, and the
varied things they asked for, and his motto was “To Please.”
His daughter, Clara, clerked in his store for five years.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Freeman (Ann Orr) joined as
junior partners in the Fred Freeman Store in the year 1920,
and with Mr. Freeman’s passing in 1947, they became the
owners. But Ernest Freeman had become interested in
storekeeping in the year 1934, and for ten years the business was known as Freeman Brothers.
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Freeman became owners in the
year 1957, after the sudden death of Robert Freeman. The
store became Freeman’s Solo Store, and was completely
modernized. You could take a basket, browse around and
serve yourself from the open display counters; the same
as in any supermarket in the city. It was made gay with
fluorescent lighting above and pretty tile on the floor. It
was crowded with goods, and the goods had surprising
neighbours, bales of cotton living next to show cases of
cotton, or many kinds of shoes next to a clump of hats. It
included everything from groceries to fine works of art.
Among clerks in this store over the years were Nona
Vinnell, Ann Vinnell, Mrs. Glen Pedersen, Beth Crooks,
Lynn Stewart, Mrs. Carl Stewart, Francis J. White, Keith
Freeman and Beverley Freeman.
Ernie wasn’t only storekeeper, he was postmaster,
gas pump attendant, president for this and secretary for
that, paymaster for the elevator, Clerk of Sessions in the
community, Arbor Day specialist when it came to cleaning and mowing the church yard, the Franklin play yard,

Story of 1971 by Mrs. Norman Burton
“You never miss the water ‘til the well runs dry.”
We, in Franklin are finding these wise words to be true,
as we drive in or through the village and see the doors of
Freeman’s Solo Store closed to business.

This impressive landmark has always been an important part of Franklin. It was new in the year 1908, when
Franklin was very prosperous and had many businesses.
In fact, it was built in the year 1906 by brothers, George
and John Kerr. It is built of brick from the Neepawa Brick
Factory and is 30 feet wide by 60 feet long.
The owners were Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Anderson.
Mr. Anderson, had come west from Woodstock, ON and
after taking up a homestead, he decided to keep store in
Franklin.
This pioneer store was quite different from our present stores, shining with glass and paint. It was heated by
a high box-stove. The walls were lined with shelves to the
ceiling, holding every kind of merchandise. Pieces of pork,
harness and hardware hung from the ceiling. Apples, flour
and sugar were displayed in barrels, and biscuits, raisins,
etc. in boxes. Candles, lamps and coal oil, as well as dry
goods and groceries were for sale.
Women brought butter in tubs, and eggs in baskets to
trade for necessities at home such as material for a print
or cotton dress.
This was the village general store, where Mr. Anderson
kept many different things, because the demands were
varied in such a large rural community. People came from
Clarksville, Springhill, Glendale and Edna, as well as
Franklin. They traveled by sleigh, cutter or van in winter,
and wagon or buggy in summer, to tie their horses, mules
or oxen to Anderson’s hitching post in front. There, the
animals could rest while men discussed crops or politics
indoors.
The Andersons had one daughter, Gladys, and a son,
Alex.
Mr. Anderson is remembered as a most generous storekeeper, a man who always had a big bag of candy for the
182

Mud River. The Fusee & McFeetor construction company
received the contract and the first sod was turned in July
1903. The original Act to incorporate the Neepawa General
Hospital was granted by the Manitoba Legislature Feb. 8,
1904 and included a provision for it to become a training school for nurses. The first matron was Mrs. Snider,
and the first class was composed of Christina McConnell,
Bertha Rowland and Margaret Lamb.
The first patient, admitted May 24, 1904, was Mr.
John Falloon of Birnie, with Dr. I. L. McInnis physician in
charge. The four floor brick building provided accommodation for twenty patients. Public wards cost $1, and private
wards $2 per day. The training school was discontinued in
1945, having graduated some one hundred nurses.
Improvements made throughout the years consist of
the following: in August 1919, the Neepawa Victory Loan
Committee, with the war over and some money on hand
headed by Mr. J. A. Clare, decided to build a home for the
nurses. An architect from Winnipeg designed the building,
and it was constructed by Mr. Wm. Clyde and crew, across
from the hospital to the west. On Jan. 19, 1920 the official
opening was held. This fine building was demolished in
1981.
During 1926, a much needed west wing was added,
which served for fifty years. In 1951, the new District
Memorial Hospital was built, thirty-four beds, at an
approximate cost of $170,000. At the opening the late Dr.
J. S. Poole cut the ribbon. He was practicing in Neepawa
when the first hospital was opened. Staff at this time were
Superintendent Olive Dennison, R.N., eight registered
nurses, four licensed practical nurses and three student
practical nurses. During the mid ’70s a major renovation
of the building took place at a cost of some three quarters
of a million dollars.
My knowledge of the Neepawa General Hospital dates
back to my early childhood. My mother had been admitted to this hospital in the fall of 1904, with what was then
diagnosed as a chronic heart condition, and under the care
of Dr. J. S. Poole. Again during the summer of 1906 she
was re-admitted. Our housekeeper at that time was Annie
Palmer and she took me by train to Neepawa to visit my
mother. We stayed in the King Edward Hotel on Hamilton
Street, close to where the present telephone building now
stands. Across the street to the south, there was a very
large livery stable and Annie rented a horse and buggy
to drive to the hospital. The horse was an old pacer. We
had never seen or heard of an animal with such a strange
gait and we feared the beast would fall over. However,
we arrived there and back safely. I remember the lovely
white sunny ward, south west corner, my mother was in.
All told, a great experience for a little girl. My mother
recovered sufficiently to come home, but again in 1913
she was taken back to Neepawa hospital as her condition

the manse yard, or his own yard. The question is: without
Ernie Freeman, “can” we still have a Franklin? Mrs. Ernie
Freeman also contributed her share to store work and the
community.
As the history of Freeman’s Solo Store began, so has
it ended, with one of the most courteous, kind, obliging
and helpful owners, Ernest Freeman.
Clipping from newspaper:
Franklin Facts
It is understood that the Franklin Supply Company has
disposed of its business to Mr. F.A. Freeman, who has been
employed for several years past in the McDermott store.
Mr. Freeman is a young Englishman of good ability who
has already earned a high place in the esteem and popular
favor of the Franklin community. Coming to the district
some seven years ago he pursued his calling as a painter
for a time, but turning his hand to store-keeping he has
“made good” and gained experience which will well fit
him for the management of the business of his own. It goes
without saying that he enters upon the new enterprise with
the cordial good wishes of the whole community, and we
confidently predict for the business an era of unparalleled
prosperity and expansion.

DIARY OF A NURSE, BY EVELINA ADAMS
(From Manitoba History, Number 14, Autumn 1987)
This is an excerpt from an autobiography written in
1982 by Mrs. Evelina Adams of Neepawa. The autobiography came to our attention through the thoughtfulness of
Mr. Gerald R. Brown, Chief Librarian of Winnipeg School
Division. Mr. Brown is Mrs. Adams’ nephew.
It is my desire to tell the story of the three years
(1918-1921) I spent in the training school for nurses in
the Neepawa General Hospital.
I feel obliged to pay tribute to the original (hospital)
building which, somewhat changed in appearance, was
still proudly standing, serving the public, until early in
the 1980s.
Back in the early 1900s the thriving community of
Neepawa began to consider a proposal by the late J. A.
Davidson to build a hospital. Not much headway was made
until 1902, when the late J. J. Hamilton became very ill
and was taken to a Winnipeg hospital. Upon his recovery
and return home, he was fully persuaded that Neepawa
needed a hospital. Through his efforts and donations of
$100 also made by several of his friends, a building fund
was established. The RM of Rosedale donated $1,750,
Langford $1,250, and Lansdowne $1,000. With public
support the fund soon reached $12,000. A site was chosen
on the northeast corner upon a knoll overlooking the White
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slippery newly born babe, Edith Crabbe. She survived, and
is married now with grandchildren of her own.
The two months of probation ended and we were
officially accepted, and allowed to wear our caps. We
wore medium dark blue dresses, with a white bib and full
white apron and stiff white collar and cuffs. Black stockings and shoes. Lectures started in earnest by the three
doctors, Poole, McInnis and Martin. It was not an easy task
trying to study with four girls in one room. However, we
managed. Day shift we worked from 7 A.M. to 7 P.M. If
possible two hours off during the day for study, rest, etc.,
and one half-day off each week. If out, in by ten o’clock
and one late leave each month until midnight. Night duty,
one month, 7 P.M. – 7 A.M., except Sunday when you
came to work at 6:30 P.M. so that the day shift girls could
attend church of their choice. The hospital board paid us
the sum of eight dollars monthly.
I knew very well that all prospective nurses encounter
embarrassing moments. We had been lectured and had
observed the proper procedure to administer a simple soap
suds enema (S.S.E.). One fine morning I was ordered to
give one to, horrors, a male patient who was the town
policeman, with whom we were acquainted. I made the
usual preparations but when the moment came to insert
that rectal nozzle I just could not do so, and decided the
gentleman could do this for me, to which he consented.
So carefully under cover I handed him the well lubricated
nozzle. “Ready?” “Yes!” I released the clamp on the rubber
tube and watched the water disappearing nicely – when
suddenly I heard water dripping and discovered I had
emptied over half an enema can of water into the bed.
The chuckles of the two men patients behind the curtain
along with a complete change of bedding and the preparation for a second enema, given under the watchful eyes of
a senior nurse really taught me a lesson. Never did I ever
ask a male or female patient to insert anything anywhere
again. The policeman, well I could cheerfully have slain
him. He has long since gone to his reward.
During that first summer of 1918 we had little time for
extracurricular activities. One thing for sure was that we
were always hungry, hungry. At that time there was a nice
garden just east of the hospital, and we decided we could
certainly use anything edible that could be obtained. Just
how? Well from our bedroom window, on the north side
of the third floor, a narrow iron ladder (fire escape) was
attached to the wall and extended to the ground. Being the
smallest I was elected to go down during the late evening
equipped with a school bag, and bring back some garden
produce. The location of the plants had been carefully
noted before hand. We managed this once or twice each
week, especially when the cucumbers and tomatoes were
ready. Someone else always managed to have some bread
or what have you available. Years later as I lay ill in the
new hospital just opposite, looking at the distance down

worsened. A student nurse, Miss McCallum, brought her
home, where she died Dec. 5.
Feb. 4, 1918, I arrived from my home at Rossburn
by Canadian National Railway, to report at the General
Hospital, hopefully to begin training and eventually become
a nurse. Mr. Fusee met me at the train and drove me to his
home where I met Mrs. Fusee and three daughters. The
elder daughter, Robeena, was teaching school near my
home of Rossburn and we had become friends, hence the
kindness of her family to me, which I did appreciate. That
evening Alex and I attended a concert held on the third
floor of the brick school situated across the street (west),
from at that time the Methodist Church (now United).
The next morning Mr. Fusee drove me to the hospital
where I was interviewed by the matron Miss Sarah Sirett.
She was a tall dark haired lady. She was kind but made it
very clear that I would obey the rules and regulations, and
strictly observe nursing ethics – stand when she approached
and always when a doctor was present. In fact after all
these years I still have to restrain myself from rising when
my doctor enters the examining room. My little trunk and
I were taken to our room, the large north-east corner room
on the third floor. It contained four single beds, a small
table and chair each, and an allotment of pegs to hang up
our clothing. Four girls were to be accepted, Hazel Fallis,
Florence Swainson (Swany), Elizabeth McNab (Mac) and
Evelina Sinclair (Sinc), which has stuck with me over all
these years. Those stairs, three flights down to the basement where the kitchen, dining room, laundry, furnace
room, store room and caretaker’s bedroom, bring the caretaker to mind. He was John Groves, an elderly English
seaman, whom we addressed as “Father.” He was blessed
with one gait – slow. He could be quite vocal if annoyed
and if he should not choose to hear you, better to do the job
yourself. He owned a lovely big cat, “Chummy,” who slept
all day and kept watch over the night nurse at night.
As probationers we did have a rough time, really nothing unusual and I expect we handed out the same treatment, but I am sure not quite so miserable. Not long after
we arrived I was requested to stand in and observe the
delivery of a baby. This sounds strange in this day and age
when sex, pregnancy, etc., etc. are common subjects of
discussion, for me to admit that I had no idea how a baby
could possibly be born. True. When my periods started, I
was sure I was about to die. Well back to the case. At this
time the delivery room was simply a private ward, and
the patient was a grey haired lady, whom I imagined was
too old to be having a baby. The delivery was difficult – I
was horrified and this remained vividly in my mind for a
long, long time. To add to my state of shock I was given
the job of washing out the bloody mess from the case, with
a senior nurse dropping in to check my progress, to my
utter disgust. The next shock later was to clean up my first
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Nurses with families living on farms in this district
were very kind to us, often driving in to take us out for
the evening, especially during the winter months when
farm folk are not so busy. Miss McNab’s sister and
husband, the Bert Davidsons and her McNab grandparents
and family, were the first to offer their hospitality. Later
Gladys Donaldson, who came to train soon after we girls,
often invited us to visit her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Wm.
Donaldson and family, also their close neighbours Mr. and
Mrs. R. M. Buchanan and family. We spent many happy
evenings at their homes.
On the first of July, I began my first night duty stint, a
long busy hot month. It was such a comfort to know that
the girls were upstairs and anyone of them would come
down if you needed help or was just lonely. I will always
remember four young men who used to arrive down in
the valley below the hospital, late at night and sing songs,
harmonizing so beautifully. Songs such as “On Moonlight
Bay,” “Memories,” “Theresa Long Long Trail” and “I’m
Forever Blowing Bubbles.” With the windows and doors
wide open, we got the full benefit from their music. Later,
we learned their names, Rux Guinn, Harry Holmes, Pudge
Hamilton and Cecil Murray.
World War I was still raging, and I remember taking a
message up to Miss Sirett, that Dr. Murray Clare, a friend
and schoolmate of hers had been declared missing and
presumed dead (really taken prisoner). He eventually came
home and practiced in Neepawa for several years. I was
back from night duty and asleep, Nov. 11, 11 A.M. when I
heard the fire siren, bells ringing, car horns honking, all to
celebrate the signing of the armistice to end the war. There
was no more sleep that day. One of our senior nurses,
Florence Reilly, who had just returned to staff from sick
leave following a bout with typhoid fever, had lost two
brothers during the war, and was very sad.
Miss Sirett left us shortly after to be married to George
L. Forrester, who had sold his hardware business to
Clarence Ralph. They left immediately for Vancouver, BC
to make their home. She died in June 1971 – interment in
the Sirett family plot at Riverside Cemetery, Neepawa.
One comfort to me as a night nurse was the Canadian
Pacific Railway passenger trains just north of us, coming
in every night with their long whistle. The one going
west about twelve was called the “Midnight.” Sam Herd
who owned a sort of coach, drawn by horses, met this
train faithfully. The east bound passenger went through
about 4:00 A.M. William Munford met this train taking
the outgoing mail. You knew that by then you had better
get on with the charting and odd jobs, to be ready for the
patients’ morning care.
During night duty, especially in the heat of summer,
we found it difficult to sleep. I became acquainted with
Winnie and Fred Clarke and two children, Lyle and Mary,
who lived just west of the hospital. Mrs. Clarke had kindly

and remembering that narrow ladder, long since discarded,
I wondered how I had ever done such a thing!
One item from that garden that we never did swipe
was a lemon.
The cook preserved citron and it was served to us so
often we all hated it. In all these years I have never eaten
or even grown a citron. Another item on the menu was elk
meat. The game wardens and police were forever catching
some men who had gone hunting illegally. They would
confiscate the carcass and always donate part to the hospital, which became a regular part of our diet. I have never
been able to look an elk or a moose, dead or alive, in the
face since. I do not believe that the hospital ever brought
liquor, which was occasionally prescribed for patients.
Again, it was confiscated by the police and donated to the
hospital where it was securely locked away.
Weekly it was the duty of one nurse to be in the kitchen
for all three meals and see that the trays were properly
set up, check special diets and send the trays up. This is
where I must explain about the dumb waiter. A wooden
box affair, open front was fitted with two shelves to carry
three trays. This box fit into a well that reached from the
kitchen to the third floor and was drawn up and down by
a heavy rope on a pulley arrangement. Trays carefully
placed and ready, the nurse rattled the rope and the nurse
above pulled up the lift, removed the trays, rattled the rope
and the kitchen staff (could be the nurse) pulled it down
again. This was repeated when sending the trays back after
the meal. That dumb waiter was heavy and that rope hard
on the hands. During busy periods the caretaker would
occasionally help pull.
While on the kitchen duties I must tell about the milk
supply. Milk was delivered by a Mr. Roche Bailey, who
lived north of Neepawa. This was plain raw milk, hand
milked from plain barn stabled cows. Being a farm girl
with some experience milking cows, I was worried and
hoped the milker was a dry stripper-not-wet. Explanation
– with the thumb and first finger of both hands you
proceeded to remove the last vestige of milk from the
cow’s udder. This was much easier if the teats were moistened, usually with milk. My father was very strict about
this and we were forbidden to ever use this method. The
reason became obvious, hence my anxiety. Enough, let us
leave the kitchen. During any spare time on day or night
duty, nurses made dressings, swabs, etc. cut to the proper
size by the operating room nurse. Even patients when able,
were invited to assist in this never-ending project.
During my first year I received a lesson in discipline
I remember well. On duty at a particularly sad maternity
case, I found myself near tears. Dr. Poole glanced at me in
disgust and said, “Miss Sinclair if you cannot control your
emotions, leave this room.” A dash of cold water could not
have been more effective. I did not leave.
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and I arrived safely back in the hospital dead tired. Miss
Wood had me put to bed in a single room, and I slept all
one night and the next day.
Reading through a December 1918 issue of the
Neepawa Press recently, I noticed a couple of advertisements that amused me. This one “Oak Hall Mens Wear,
Proprietor J. S. Card. Get an overcoat, much nicer than the
Flu” and this “Neepawa Harness Co. Don’t get the flu, get
a foot warmer.” Can you imagine this, while people were
dying with influenza?
During this period the hospital staff had been having
a busy time, other nurses had been sent out to families
in desperate need. Miss Swainson to T. K. Johnstone’s
home, Miss Smithson to Wm. Clyde’s and Miss Millar to
a James family in the country, where two young people
died. The kitchen and laundry staff had suffered losses
and many men and women volunteered to help out. Dr.
Roy Martin’s brother Horase, who had an appendectomy
performed, three days following was down in the kitchen
washing dishes. He absolutely refused to remain in bed,
and survived nicely. Everyone worked early and late until
the necessary jobs were completed.
By the end of January the flu had subsided, only to
break out again in April, 1919. Again Dr. McGinnis asked
that a nurse be sent out to the Arthur Murray farm, where
the hired man and seven children were in bed with flu,
and one boy fourteen years of age with pneumonia. I was
chosen to go out. A neighbour, Bill Adams, came with
his horse and buggy and drove me out over a very muddy
road.
The boy was ill, and in those days we did not have antibiotics to fight this condition. The doctor and I did our best
after two days and one terrible night he died. How Mr. and
Mrs. Murray and sister-in-law Mrs. Ed Murray managed
to care for that sick family and survive I shall never know.
Bill Adams again drove me back to hospital. He had driven
to town the day before for medicine, a case of neighbour
helping neighbour. This was my first introduction to the
Glendale district and to the young man I saw fairly often
that summer. “A nice sort of kid”, as I described him to
the girls. That flu scare ended shortly after and life settled
again into a more or less normal state.
Then Miss Wood left us, she missed her friends and
the city. A fine wonderful lady and excellent nurse, we
missed her very much. She had moved her room from the
top floor to the ward east of the main door and set up a
little office across the hall. This gave a better view of the
traffic in and out and up and down. Once we met Miss
Murray we were very thankful for the move off the top
floor where we were stationed.
Grace Murray arrived from Doaktown, NB and settled
into Miss Wood’s room. She was a small person, older,
with very thick glasses and a rather whiny voice – exactly
opposite to Miss Wood. Miss Murray made herself rather

offered me a bed to sleep in when things became unbearable at the hospital, which I occasionally did. One morning, dead tired, I walked over to their house. Fred opened
the door, and I informed him I had come to sleep if you
please. He invited me in and went on to explain that his
wife and children had gone to Winnipeg. Shocked, I
backed out hurriedly, explaining that I could not possibly
stay with Winnie away, and beat a hasty retreat back to
the hospital. Mr. Clarke made quite a story out of it all. I
didn’t hear the end of it for some time. A wonderful family
and so kind to me!
On Dec. 1, Ethel Wood arrived from Ontario following
Miss Sirett’s retirement. She was rather shocked to find
such a small hospital and I fear really primitive compared
to the large hospital she had come from. My first experience with Miss Wood was indeed very embarrassing. Our
first morning at breakfast, all standing waiting for the lady
to be seated, when she looked sternly at me and said “Miss
Sinclair, you will kindly say grace.” I, who had never said
grace in my life – I have no idea what I said, but the girls
assured me it sufficed. Believe me I learned a grace that
evening, which I have never forgotten to this day.
Early in November the first cases of Spanish Influenza
began to appear. An isolation hospital was opened in a fairly
large two storey building, owned by James Dempsey, situated on the north corner across from the Hamilton Hotel. I
do not know who was in-charge when it opened. The place
was closed for a while and re-opened early in December.
Dr. McGinnis, the health officer, asked for a nurse from
the hospital to take charge and I was chosen. Two Neepawa
girls volunteered to help. They were Robeena Fusee, a
teacher (see above) whose school was closed at Vista, MB
and Kathleen McGinnis, the doctor’s daughter. We were
considered to be under quarantine with no one allowed
in. We were busy, mostly routine cases. One shattering
experience was a man brought in from a work camp up
north, very ill and delirious. After a terrible day and night
he died. This was our only death, fortunately.
Two patients, the McConachy twins, Bill and Don,
were admitted following the death of a brother at home.
While ill they were quite manageable, but during their
recovery one never could be sure of what caper they would
be up to. We were very relieved once they were discharged.
Christmas day loomed, we were not very busy so the girls
were allowed to clean up and go home. Christmas eve, my
first away from home, and I was lonely and scared as well.
A livery stable was right at the back door, and everyone
drove horses and sleighs in those days. The hotel, with
a beer parlour, was across the street with so many men
celebrating. When they started for home, the noise and
language left me rigid. The girls from the hospital brought
a parcel to the door from my home Christmas day and the
mayor of Neepawa, Mr. McKay himself, brought me a fine
Christmas dinner. The “Flu House” closed early in January
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I, scrub nurse. Nervous, yes, but Dr. Thorlakson was so
soft spoken and kind that any fear I had vanished and the
operation went off perfectly. This was a wonderful experience for us, and our doctors did express their satisfaction,
which was not a usual procedure. Incidentally, the mother
and baby came through really well.
In July Miss Murray went home to New Brunswick
for a month’s holiday and I was appointed to take charge.
What a busy, busy month – believe me I did learn a lot
that month and came out of it with a healthy respect and
a lot of sympathy for our Lady Superintendent.
That fall our graduation exercises were held in the Odd
Fellows Hall. Again I was on night duty. Belle Stewart,
a nurse, relieved for me. My young sister Florence, who
was attending business college in Winnipeg, came out to
be with me. She sang very well and was invited to sing at
the exercises. Accompanied by Olive Hall, she sang the
popular Hawaiian song “Beautiful Isle of Somewhere.” I
have a record of that song which I often play.
We were dressed in white, even white stockings and
shoes (our first) and our two black bands on our caps,
the ultimate attainment I believe of all nurses. We were
presented with the school medal and would receive our
certificates when we finished our remaining time. Our
flowers were one dozen red roses. We had our photos
taken during the afternoon. A dance followed the exercises,
which we did enjoy. The next day, back to work.
The beer escapade. An elderly English lady patient
decided that we needed a tonic and had a case of “stout”
(similar to “bitters” in England) for us at Christmas. We
opened a couple of bottles, one squirted all over the wall.
Anyhow we did not fancy the stuff at all, packed it up
and stuffed it in our clothes closet and promptly forgot
about it. One morning Miss Murray, called us to the office
and stated she had heard that her girls were drinking beer
(unheard of in those days)! No comment from us!! She
warned us that she intended to get to the bottom of this and
dismissed us. Scared, most definitely, so we got in touch,
discreetly, with our cook and asked her to go to our room
while we were at dinner and take the case out and hide it
in the bushes. Then “Father” Groves would pick it up later
in his little wagon and get rid of it. He just carted it to the
laundry door and to his room where he enjoyed the stout
at this leisure. We never did hear another word from Miss
Murray, but “Father” found out that the hotel staff had
phoned the lady and asked her to return the empties. Long
after, I figured out that we did exactly what that cunning
lady expected us to do, and thus save any further unpleasantness. It was not funny at the time. We had visions of
being OUT! When really all we had to do was to tell the
truth. Of course the old adage applies here, that hindsight
is always better than foresight.
I must pay tribute to a woman who exerted a great
influence upon my nursing career, Nursing Sister Olive

unpopular with us all by her instant dislike for our cat
“Chummy.” One night he failed to appear, and was found
dead the next day. We suspected foul play, but of course
there was no proof. So we had “Father” dig a grave at
the south end of the garden, and after the day staff came
off duty, we dressed our Scotch cook (a Mrs. Murray) in
a gown and she conducted a funeral service for our cat,
which we all attended. There was no comment from our
matron. However, training continued, with lectures and
studies. Dr. Coad from out of town, who had just returned
from overseas, offered to help our doctors and took over
a couple of subjects which rather broke the monotony
for us. Also we were given our first holidays since our
arrival. Toward the end of 1919 the rash of war babies
began to arrive and we were more busy than usual in that
department.
During that summer of 1919 Edward, Prince of Wales,
toured Canada and was to make a whistle stop in Neepawa
at 11 P.M., at the CPR station. Only one nurse was allowed
late leave that evening, but we were determined to get a
glimpse of the Prince. So after 10 P.M. everyone except the
night nurse went down the fire escape and off to the station
where we did get a glimpse of the Prince. There was no
comment, when at breakfast next morning Miss Murray
remarked, “that it was too bad we had not known about
the Prince passing through, or we all might have gone to
see him.” That fire escape on the west side of the building,
extending from the ground to the third floor, many times
served nurses well. One thing remembered by our girls was
this: if a draw sheet was hanging on the rail at the second
platform, stay away until it disappeared.
January, 1919 of my second year was a distinct improvement over my first in 1918, and now 1920 our third year
loomed ahead. Jan. 19, 1920, the board of directors held
the official opening of the new Nurses Home. We moved
in immediately after. Such a blessing after two years on the
third floor with patients close by and always the noise. Nice
bedrooms for two with closets for our clothing and new
beds. A sitting room with fireplace, rugs and comfy chairs
with a sun room across the south end. A small kitchen was
added several years later. The nurses took turns weekly
sleeping at the hospital in the west corner room as nurseon-call. Our duties now held increased responsibility and
study, study. The basics by now were firmly ingrained in
our minds, never to be forgotten. Sterilization, I shall never
forget that large, round, shining sterilizer, steam powered,
and I was always afraid it would blow up – but it never did.
The operating room I really loved and enjoyed working
there. It was toward the end of my stint as O.R. nurse that
a caesarean section operation was slated, the first to be
performed in our hospital. Dr. Thorlakson, a well known
Winnipeg surgeon, came up to operate, with Dr. Poole
assisting and Dr. Martin as anaesthetist. Miss Murray was
there to observe, Miss Swainson circulating nurse and
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Coad. She joined the Canadian Forces at the beginning of
World War I. She was sent to England, later to France and
back to England with the wounded. She came home early
in 1919 to Eden, MB. She then began specialing patients in
our hospital. A fine capable nurse, who smiled easily and
no one ever saw her register the slightest annoyance at any
time. Her patients loved her and I worshiped her. My one
ambition was to be like her. This I never did attain but in
later years when I was special nursing, I often thought of
Olive Coad and tried to do as she would have done.
Halloween, Oct. 31, 1920, Bill Adams and I became
engaged. That night he and his friend John Batters left to
spend the winter in Colorado.
In November, Dr. Rose from Gladstone called and
begged the board to send a nurse to Mr. Dave Patterson’s
home at Keyes, where he had a very ill maternity patient
with septicemia. I never did learn whatever went wrong or
the name of the woman whom I replaced. Dr. Rose drove
out every day, he was very concerned and I know it was
by the grace of God that we were able to save that fine
lady from death. This experience in home nursing while
still in training was indeed a privilege, even with a very
ill patient, a four-day old babe, and one very agile two
year old girl. The food and laundry were managed by the
combined efforts of Mr. Patterson and myself. One morning I had made a chocolate pudding for noon meal. I left it
on the table expecting Mr. Patterson to keep an eye on it. I
came down to find the wee girl sitting on the floor literally
covered with chocolate pudding. I can see her yet. I was
able to leave after ten days, when a sister came to help
out. The Pattersons gave me a lovely little sapphire and
pearl broach when I left. Their home was lovely. In their
bedroom was a full length mirror, the first I had ever seen
and I made up my mind to have one if nothing else when
I had a home. I often wondered what the hospital board
charged those people. I never did see Dr. Rose again.
The last few weeks went by so quickly, and as I was
the first of the 1918 class to be enrolled, I was the first
to leave. I knew full well that I would miss those girls
so very much. Living together through good and often
not so good times, but always together and true to each
other no matter what the problem was. My roommate
during the last year, Florence Swainson (Swany), faithful
Anglican, and Elizabeth McNab (Mac) and I who attended
the Presbyterian Church in accordance with our Scotch
upbringing. I know our donations to the collection plate
were small as we all had a problem with our lack of money
during those years. Farewells over, I packed up and off as
I had come on the CNR to Rossburn and home to begin
work on my own.
2002-2008 Manitoba Historical Society. All rights
reserved.

Suite 101 - Leona Buchanan, Gladys Argue, Cindy
Wisnoski, Margaret Cameron
Suite 102 - Mary Graham, Roy Hueston, Rene Hueston,
Isabelle Cleland, Lillian Scott, Mike Romaniuk, Mary
Romaniuk
Suite 103 – Elizabeth Woodard, Isabele Wells, Edith
Kidds
Suite 104 – Hilda Jones, Ernest Clark, Rosie Tyack, Barnie
Provost
Suite 105 – Pearl Elves, John Wood, Jean Scott
Suite 106 – Nora Brydon, Eva Roe, John Snezyk, Cecilia
Snezyk, Joyce Bailey
Suite 107 – Stanley Levendoski, Martha Levendoski, John
Watson, Elsie Witko, Mary Rubachuk
Suite 108 – Jack Kitson, Dolly Kitson, Gordon Hall,
Bertha Neumann
Suite 201 – Percy Kilgour, Mable Hunter, Winnie
Kennedy
Suite 202 – Bill Bee, Mary Japser, John Finlayson, Reta
Finlayson
Suite 203 – Cora Sumner, Irene Finlayson, Frances
Kulbacki, Cecilia Kasprick
Suite 204 – Flossi McFayden, Vera Sage (Hueston), Ester
Crabbe, Gladys Webb
Suite 205 – Jeanette Willoughby, Mable Kennedy, Ignace
Kuharski, Martha Kuharski, Gerald Strain, Lillian Strain,
Irene Martin, Freda Baldwin
Suite 206 – Lewis Wyatt, Mary Wyatt, Merle McCracken,
Catherine Jenkins, Tessie Kostenchuk
Suite 207 – Francis Swiskoski, Anna Astrowski, Carrie
Bradley
Suite 208 – Jessie McCracken, Tony Zimmer, Anna Zimmer,
Earle Carroll, Frank Giesbrecht, Justina Giesbrecht
Suite 209 – Peter Rainkie, Nancy Rainkie, Sam
Chemerika
Suite 210 – Genieneve Maldedrewicz, Gladys Moore,
Doreen Pearson
Suite 211 – Lillian Bland, Dora Graham, Lottie Gibbons
Suite 212 – Ruth Laurie, William Hollier, Nelson Bay,
Agnes McKee, Winnie Cheetham
Suite 213 – Isabel Finlayson, Doug Denoon, Andrew
Baraniuk, Edna Adamson, Dorothy Lindsay
Suite 214 – Mary McKinnon, Beatrice White, Ben Gabler,
Bessie Gabler, Marian Moore
Suite 215 – Edith Sherritt, John Baraniuk, Ann Baraniuk,
Rose Wabick
Suite 216 – Rose Kain, Alice Jackson, Nora Dilk, Matt
Skibinsky, Audrey Skibinsky, Annie Oakley
Suite 217 – Jessie Greig, Florence Fearms, Woulina Allan,
Mildren Kilburn, Marjorie Topolinski, Kay Labiuk
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Suite 218 – Margaret Hunt, Pearl Shackleford, George
Hanneson, Morag Orr
Suite 219 – Henreitta Grant, Lloyd Francis, Gertie Francis,
Emily Black, Rose Labuik
Suite 302 – Ethel Cawston, Isabelle Gillespie, Evelyn
Holmstrom
Suite 302 – Ellen Marsh, Ethel Schneider
Suite 303 – Isabel Coulter, Fred Collum, Molly Collum,
Hendry Kuharski, Rose Kuharski
Suite 304 – Phyllis Hipwell, Frances Zimmerman
Suite 305 – Winnifred Evoy (Coutts), Fred Coutts, Eva
Newton, Noreen McLean, Edna Macks
Suite 306 – Sarah Reilly, Ann Nielsen, Lyle Fuglsand,
Jean Fuglsang
Suite 307 – Maisie McDonald, Emily White, Jennie
Watson, Anne Sinclair, Jennie Wickers
Suite 308 – Melvin Potter, Nellie Potter (Bay), Nels Bay,
Doris Burns, Agnes Willerton
Suite 309 – Fred Burgess, Mary Burgess, Evelyn Wilson,
Roberta Link, Jean Pollock, Anne Turner
Suite 310 – Wilma Fleger, Muriel Fleger
Suite 311 – Florence Habkirk, Evelyn Hill, Myrtle Richey,
Evelyn Owen
Suite 312 – Fred Thompson, Evelyn Pasosky
Suite 313 – Leighton Graham, Nellie Graham, Thomas
Free, Mary Free, Maggie Smith, Lily Rainkie
Suite 401 – John Kolesar, Thelma Henry, Martha
Krietkewich
Sute 402 – Charlie McCullough, Irene Werham
Suite 403 – Emma Admason, Edna Jackson, Louise Bilsky,
Verla McLaren
Suite 404 – Bob Neilands, Eva Neilands, William Blackburn,
Donelda Blackburn, Ida Graham, Paul Kulbacki, Frances
Kulbacki
Suite 405 – Ada Wells, Katie Glowa, Dora Zboroski, John
Masters, Gladys Masters
Suite 406 – Jessie Chumola, Alf Prawdzik, Rose Prawdzik,
Vera Hockin
Suite 407 – Nellie Spiess, George Wickett, Ethel
Wickett
Suite 408 – Alex Shulman, Charlotte Hole, Francis
Kakawchyk, Margaret Parenteau, Annie Baraniuk,
Elizabeth Vaughan
Suite 409 – Gladys Poole, Nellie Collum, John Dilling,
JoAnne Dilling
Suite 410 – George Chisholm, Merle Chisholm, Ethel
Haines, Hazel Alexander, Anna Howe, Albert Ursel, Ruby
Ursel
Suite 411 – Evelyn Montgomery, Enid Henton, Phillis
Cook, Lila McLeod

Submission compliments of the Neepawa Press

L to R: Lyle Watson, Charles Taylor, Fred Thomson,
Homer Gill, Rose Kain, Alex Jarema, John Antonik
An over-capacity crowd and dignitaries from many
government and municipal offices marked the grand opening of Kinsmen Kourts, Jan. 29, in Neepawa.
The 52-unit senior citizen housing project, built as the
Neepawa Kinsmen centennial project, opened its doors to
residents one year after sod-breaking ceremonies.
Master of ceremonies Lyle Watson told the crowd the
project served two purposes – the needs of Neepawa and
district senior citizens and the club’s centennial project
that they hoped would contribute to the community for
years to come.
Dignitaries attending the ceremonies were Kinsmen
deputy governor Sandy Graham, Ron Reader from CMHC
(Canada Mortgage and Housing Corp), Ste. Rose MLA
Hon. Pete Adam and wife Mary, Reeves Merv Drayson,
Bud Birch and Lionel Windus, Mayor Homer Gill, president of Kinsmen Kourts tenants association Mel Potter,
Rev. Jack White and chairman of the building committee
John Antonik, along with several members of the Kinsmen
Club.
Watson said the project need was determined by a
survey of the area followed by location of a 264 foot vacant
property and a kick-off dance. One year and $2 million
later, tenants moved into Kinsmen Kourts.
Funding for the project came from CMHC, the provincial government (Manitoba Housing and Renewal Corp.)
and the Kinsmen.
Five percent of the total cost had to be raised by the
Kinsmen, which amounted to $100,000 with Manitoba
Housing and Renewal Corp. matching the figure. A mortgage for $1.8 million was taken out through the Canadian
Imperial Bank of Commerce. CMHC is guaranteeing and
subsidizing the mortgage.
Kinsmen have raised most funds locally with $6,409
collected through private donations. Watson indicated the
club hopes to retire their portion of the cost in 1983.
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salvage goods. If your grades were high enough, you got
more time off from class to help sort the interesting records,
newsprint, tires and other good junk at the Salvage Depot
in the big old United Church horse buggy barn on Ellen
Street. See the large centennial edition of Neepawa History
Book, “Heritage, Land of Plenty” published for celebrations in 1983. On page 559, in the Kerr family account
of many “gleeful moments”, the “War Bond Drive” event
called “If Day” where the mayor, police chief and bankers were taken prisoner and herded by the “Gestapo”,
represented by a local detachment of the “The Legion of
Frontiersmen in black uniforms, jackboots, etc”. into the
wood yard behind the County Court Building, out of sight
behind its old high board fence. Two shots rang out. The
prisoners were miraculously revived that evening at a gala
windup in the Arcade Hall. While somewhat unsteady, the
elixir administered to them, seemed to leave them in quite
a jolly condition.
These events may have been staged annually. In the
next year a large crowd assembled on the road allowance
(No. 5 Highway hadn’t been routed out to the west junction
yet) to watch a Dakota aircraft fly over the west end of
town and a local paratrooper from the district, Ed Simon,
made a fairly high risk parachute jump at a low altitude
into Eaton’s field. He presented a Victory Loan Shield to
the local Chairman Earl Murray. Edgar Hallen, another
local paratrooper, made the jump at Minnedosa. He was
killed in Germany the last year of the war.

Support has come from many other local service
groups including the Royal Canadian Legion ($10,000),
Knights of Columbus ($2,000), Neepawa Lions ($2,700)
and the Neepawa Rotary Club ($1,500).
Donations of furniture and furnishings have come from
the Kinettes, OORP, RCMP and the Dumfries Womens
Institute. Residents have donated several items for the
residence including a piano, shuffleboards, plants, clock
and playing boards.
A plaque was unveiled by representative of CMHC,
Ron Reader, Kinsmen John Antonik and Charlie Taylor.
The plaque was donated by CMHC and will be installed
at Kinsmen Kourts.
A second plaque was presented by Hon. Pete Adam
on behalf of Hon. Jerrie Storie, Minister of Housing and
a gold key was presented to the Kinsmen from building
architect Orest Sedom. Dedication of the project was
conducted by Rev. Jack White.
Mayor Homer Gill, in his address, pointed out the idea
of Kinsmen Kourts started with Lyle Watson and much of
the ground work was done by him. Several points through
the ceremonies, Watson received thanks for all his work.
Mel Potter, president of the tenants association thanked
everyone for their donations and hard work to complete
the project, and building project chairman John Antonik
invited everyone to visit one of the several suites that were
opened for the day.
Antonik said the building boasts an elevator, 49 regular
suites and two wheel chair suites, all occupied. He said the
building is equipped with smoke and fire alarms as well as
a nurse-call system. It has parking for 10 cars.
Mayor Homer Gill performed the official ribbon
cutting, to windup ceremonies. A dinner and dance was
held later that night at the Royal Canadian Legion.

IN HONOUR
Submitted by Cecil Pittman
In 1941, an elementary flying training school was
established at Neepawa, MB to help train airmen from the
British Commonwealth. This included England, Scotland,
Wales, Ireland, Australia, South Africa and India. The
airbase became known as #35 E.F.T.S. Royal Air Force
1942 to 1944 and later in 1944 to #26 E.F.T.S. Royal
Canadian Air Force.
During the training exercises several airmen lost their
lives at the many British Commonwealth Air Training Plan
bases that were located throughout Canada. Neepawa was
no exception and during a two-year period seven trainees
accidentally died. Killed in flying accidents were LAC
Evan Griffith, LAC David Hair, Sgt. Clifford Moyer
(Instructor), LAC Joseph Seddon and Sgt. “Johnny”
Steele (Instructor). Cpl. William Grubham accidentally
drowned and LAC Reuben Carlier died after an adverse
reaction to an inoculation. Six of the airmen were interred
in Neepawa’s Riverside Cemetery. The seventh, Sgt. Steele
was sent to Edmonton for burial. His aunt resided there.

“IF DAY” – February 19, 1942
Submitted by John Kerr
IF DAY was a community event aimed at raising awareness to the people of the possibility of a Nazi conquest and
occupation in Neepawa. It was also an event held to sell
war bonds. Currency (play money) for distribution was
given to local businesses. Edicts were posted announcing
stern new regulations.
A number of Neepawa servicemen had been taken prisoner in Hong Kong in December, 1941, just two months
prior to the event in question. A considerable number of
young men had enlisted in the three services and were
being employed in war industries. A new airfield was in
construction for the Commonwealth Air Training Plan but
the real impact of the war had yet to set in.
I was 12 years of age, going on 13 in February, 1942.
Our general focus was in a school program collecting
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tion the airport was located from town, the bench nestles
in the lush green lawns and beautifully flowered parks of
the County Court Building overlooking the community’s
two World War and Korean Conflict Memorials.
An unveiling and dedication was planned and took
place Saturday, Sept. 8, 2001.
The colour parties from the Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 23 and the Legion Ladies Auxiliary headed the
parade of legion members and veterans.
The Branch’s Padre, Rev. George Cargo, performed
the opening and closing scriptures. Deputy Mayor
Ron Forsman from the Town of Neepawa, Reeve Rick
Evans, RM of Langford, Reeve Edward Levandoski, RM
of Rosedale and Councilor Leonard Paramor, RM of
Lansdowne addressed the ceremony.
W/O Stan Finch (Royal Air Force) read the
Prologue:
We came into your country smiling,
As we laughed in our own,
And we were soon merry together – you and us
English.
We scattered over the Dominion,
We scrambled in the passes of the Rockies,
And we cussed merrily at the vastness of the Prairie.
Pleased and happy in a transient sort of way
Into your life and laid their loyalty, in part, to
Canada
We cannot take our heart from England;
No Englishman can or will,
Yet, when we return we shall sometimes surely long
for the
Dusty wind and the bitter cold that smell to us of
Canada.
With a little of that longing now brings, images of
rain
And fog
That smells to us of England.
We shall miss Canada.
F/O Gerald Russell, Royal Canadian Air Force
(Winnipeg) First Vice President, War Time Pilots and
Observers Association and Captain Mike Rozak (Winnipeg)
Canadian Armed Forces were given the honor of unveiling
the “Union Jack” from the “Memorial Bench”. Captain
Rozak presented the “Union Jack” to Ft/Lt. Bob Brooks,
the founder of the “Neepawa Association”. The inscription reads:
PRESENTED BY AIRMEN OF NOS.35 EFTS (RAF)
AND 26 EFTS (RCAF) – 1939 TO 1945 – IN MEMORY
OF THEIR COLLEAGUES WHOSE MORTAL REMAINS
REST IN RIVERSIDE CEMETERY IN PERPETUITY AND
IN THANKS FOR THE WARM HOSPITALITY OF THE
PEOPLE OF NEEPAWA AND DISTRICT.

Two student pilots from NO: 35 EFTA Neepawa, MB
were killed in a mid air collision, Roy McGillivray, a
student attending Glendale School, witnessed the accident while he was playing in the schoolyard. The accident occurred Jan. 11, 1942. Killed were LAC David
Martin Hair, Royal Air Force volunteer Reserve (Tiger
Moth # 1268-Left) and LAC Evan T. Griffith, Royal Air
Force (Tiger # 3856 – Right)
In 1992 F/Lt. Bob Brooks (RAF) and his wife Joan,
(Women’s Auxiliary Air Force) from Wales revisited
Neepawa where Bob had taken his elementary training
from March to June, 1943. He met local historian Cecil
Pittman, who toured them through two of the four remaining buildings still standing. This included the hanger and
control tower and drill hall. The hanger and control tower
accidentally burned to the ground Dec. 10, 1992. Grass
and weeds had slowly taken over the runways but they
were still visible as were some of the building foundations
protruding from the prairie grass. They also paid a visit
to Riverside Cemetery where six of Bob’s fellow airmen
rest in perpetuity.
On his return to Wales, Bob decided to organize a
“Neepawa Association” composed of former airmen who
had taken their training at #35 EFTS (RAF) and # 26 EFTS
(RCAF) in Neepawa from 1942 to 1944. Cecil Pittman
was to become their local historian.
Within ten years, the association had grown to a
membership of approximately 120 members. As time and
ill health slowly took its toll and as their numbers began
dropping, the Association knew it would not be many more
years before they would have to disband. While they were
able to return to Neepawa, the members felt they would
like to leave a lasting memorial to their comrades who
lost their lives in Neepawa and to the warm hospitality
that had been shown to the airmen by the citizens of the
town of Neepawa and surrounding districts during those
war torn years.
A “Memorial Bench” was chosen and with the suggestion of Cecil Pittman to have it constructed from autumn
brown granite to match the town and districts World War
II memorial, plans were completed. Facing west, the direc191

Members in attendance laid seven wreaths on the
“Memorial Bench”. They were: Royal Air Force Members
F/Lt. Bob Brooks (Wales), W/O Stan Finch (England), Sqd.
Leader Stan Dixon DFC, AFC (England), W/O Geoffrey
Fortune (England), F/Lt. Andrew Tough (Winnipeg –
formerly Scotland), LACW Joan Brooks (Wales). Also
assisting in the wreath laying ceremonies were F/Lt. John
Enns, DFC Royal Canadian Air Force (Winnipeg) President
of the War Time Pilots and Observer Association.
At the conclusion of the wreath laying and as piper
Darwin Crabbe played the Lament, eyes turn skyward as
Pilot Howard Pahl flew a World War II Cornel above the
crowd in perfect sequence with the sounds of the pipes.
One could sense the emotional feeling that was generated throughout the crowd. The airplane was courtesy of
the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan Museum at
Brandon. BCATP President Reg Forbes was also in the
aircraft.
The parade was marched off and the honoured guests
were given an honorary salute. The ceremony was continued at Neepawa’s Riverside Cemetery where six of the
seven airmen are interred. Sqd. Leader Stan Dixon DFC,
AFF Royal Air Force read the tribute to their fallen
comrades.

Captain Mike Rozak (Winnipeg) Canadian Armed Forces
and F/O Gerald Russell, Royal Canadian Air Force
(Winnipeg) First Vice President, War Time Pilots an
Observers Association were given the honor of unveiling
the “Union Jack” from the “Memorial Bench”. Captain
Rozak presented the “Union Jack” to Fl/Lt. Bob Brooks,
the founder of the “Neepawa Association”.

THE OFFICIAL DEDICATION OF THE ROYAL
AIR FORCE’S ASSOCIATION
In friendship and in service one to another;
We are pledged to keep alive the memory
Of those of all nations who died in the
Royal Air Force and in the Air Forces of
The Commonwealth.
In their name we give ourselves to this
Nobel cause. Proudly and Thankfully
We Will Remember Them.
The airmen then placed a poppy on each of the graves
that were marked with Union Jack and Canadian flags.
Piper Darwin Crabbe played a Lament to conclude the
ceremony. The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 23 hosted
a reception at their club room.
During the reception a message was read from former
World War II RCAF Pilot F/Lt. Bob Laidlaw now residing
in Palm Desert, California. Mr. Laidlaw restored “Tiger
Moth” No. 3874. This aircraft was stationed at No. 35
EFTS Neepawa from April, 1942 to August, 1944 and was
initiated in Course No. 46, the first flying training course
to take place at the field. He breathed new life into the
plane when he took to the skies Apr. 29, 2000 some fiftyeight years later. Mr. Laidlaw extended his best wishes to
the former staff and students of #35 EFTS (RAF). Theirs
was a job well done; and “Tiger Moth” 3874 flies on in
their honour.

Standing at attention and observing a minute silence
while at World War II Cornell training plane flies overhead are : Capt Mike Rozak, Wing Heritage Officer,
Canadian Armed Forces, Mr. Gerald Russell, first vice
president, War Time Pilots and Observers Association,
Mr. John Enns, DFS, President, WTPOA, LACW Joan
Brooks (Women’s Auxiliary Air Force), Flight Lieut. Bob
Brooks (RAF), W/O Stan Finch, Instructor (RAF), W/O
Geoffrey Fortune (RAF), Flight Lieut. Andrew Tough
(RAF) and Stan Dixon DFC AFC (RAF)
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NEEPAWA ROUNDHOUSE

The roundhouse was a brick building, measuring 130
x 90 feet and 29 feet tall. The walls were 16 inches thick
(four bricks thick) using a total of approximately 310,000
bricks. The roof was supported by massive 12x14 Douglas
fir timbers and 3 x 14 x 26 foot roof joists, on which was
laid 2 x 6 tongue and groove decking and a hot built up
asphalt roof.

Submitted by Bill Tinkler

Canadian National Railway built the round house in
1905/1906 in Neepawa for the servicing of steam locomotives and was the source of employment for many people
for a number of years, up to the demise of the steam locomotive and the development and use of the diesel electric
engine as is currently in use.

The structure was semi circle in design, five bays wide,
each holding two engines which entered on tracks via large
16 x 24 swing doors.

The roundhouse was scheduled to be demolished in
1963, but was purchased along with approximately four
acres of land by William Tinkler, who remodeled it and
converted it for building materials storage as he started
the business Neepawa Lumber and Supply Company. The
building was very well suited as a warehouse, as it had the
advantage of height and was easily mezzanined for a vast
amount of storage capacity. At that time, most lumber was
shipped in boxcars and with the adjacent rail line, it made
for convenient unloading of lumber and building supplies.
Neepawa Lumber and Supply was sold to John Antoniuk
in 1975 and operated as Chimo Lumber.

CNR 5 stall roundhouse, Neepawa

Neepawa Roundhouse 1964
The accessed value in 1996 was $95,000.

The roundhouse was later demolished in 1987 to make
room for parking for the Chicken Corral Restaurant.
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“TITANIC” ~ THE NEEPAWA and EDEN
CONNECTION

done should any of their bodies be found. He was advised
by Mr. Hickman to have them shipped to Neepawa for
burial.
The cable laying ship “Mackay-Bennett”, nicknamed
the “Undertaking Ship”, used in the recovery of the bodies
located Leonard’s body two weeks after the disaster. An
Eden Foresters Lodge card found in his coat pocket identified him. He was recorded as body No: 256.
Leonard’s body was shipped to Neepawa in care of
Simpson’s Undertaking Company. Mr. Simpson was the
grandfather of Margaret Laurence, one of Canada’s most
famous authors. She was born and raised in Neepawa.
Leonard’s funeral was held in the Knox Presbyterian
Church in Neepawa, May 10, 1912. Rev. R. Paterson of
the Eden United Church and ministers from the Neepawa
churches performed the service. The stores in the town
of Neepawa were closed from 1 pm to 3 pm to allow the
citizens to attend the funeral.

By Cecil Pittman

Leonard Hickman
Leonard Mark Hickman, the 23 year old son of Herbert
and Emily Hickman, emigrated to Canada in 1908 from
Fritham Hauts, England. He was able to find employment on the Harry Honeyman farm located in Eden, MB.
In December, 1911, he returned to his home in England
with the intention of bringing his two brothers, Lewis
and Stanley, back to Canada with him to hopefully find
employment. Four other companions also traveled with
them. They were Percy Deacon, Ambrose Hood, Charlie
Davies and William Dibden. They all traveled on single
ticket number 14879, 73 10S – Second Class. The ship
they all had planned to sail on was unable to make the
scheduled voyage due to a shortage of coal created by a
coal miner’s strike. All the available coal was required by
the “Titanic’s” maiden voyage. The group transferred to
the “Titanic” and boarded at Southampton, England Apr.
11, 1912.

Simpson’s Undertaking Parlor
The train bringing Mr. and Mrs. Honeyman and Mr.
and Mrs. James Smith (long time friends and former
residents of the area where the Hickman family lived in
England) from Eden arrived late the day of the funeral.
The church was filled to capacity. When the two couples
viewed Leonard’s body, they were shocked to see it was
Lewis and not Leonard.

Honeyman Home
When Mr. Harry Honeyman heard of the disaster, he
immediately contacted the wire service in Winnipeg to
see if any of the Hickman boys were named on the list
of survivors. When he discovered there was no Hickman
names on the list he immediately wired the boy’s father,
Herbert Hickman in England, to inquire what would be

Lewis Hickman
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After a short discussion with the ministers advising
them what they discovered, it was decided by the clergy
to proceed with the service for Leonard.
The public was to be advised a few days later of the
identification error, which had occurred. The Neepawa
citizen’s band led the funeral cortege to the Riverside
Cemetery for the burial ceremony. Some Neepawa and
district citizens and the Foresters Lodge purchased the
memorial placed at the gravesite in memory of the three
Hickman brothers.
Lewis, 23 years old at the time, was wearing a gray
overcoat, a fancy vest and dark suit. His possessions
included keys, two razors, pocket scissors, silver watch
and key chain, keys on a chain, amber tie clip, cigarette
holder, leather purse containing 14 L 10S in gold, 7S, six
penny piece and two letters addressed to Mrs. L. Hickman,
49 Sherriff Rd. West, Hamstead, London, England.
Lewis is the only victim of the “ Titanic” disaster
buried in western Canada. His wife Marie, a dressmaker
in London was planning on accompanying Lewis to make
her home with him in Canada. Recent information received
from the Hickman family in England indicated she was
working on a dress that had to be completed for a member
of the Royal family at the time of the “Titanic” departure
and was unable to make the voyage.

Hickman Memorial
Thomas Francis McCaffry has been identified with
the Union Bank of Canada for about thirty years. He was
employed in the Neepawa branch from 1891 to 1897 when
it was located in the town’s County Court building. He
was transferred to Winnipeg in June, 1897. At the time
of his death, he was manager of the branch in Vancouver,
BC and he also held the position of superintendent of the
branches in that province.

Stanley Hickman

Thomas McCaffry

Stanley George at age 21 was the youngest of the
three brothers. His body and that of his brother Leonard
were never found and identified. One hundred and fifty
bodies are buried in three Halifax cemeteries, about one
third remain unidentified. These graves may contain the
remains of the two brothers.
Two relatives from England, John and his son Ian
Hickman visited Neepawa and the gravesite of their relative Lewis in September, 1987. While in Neepawa, they
stayed at the farm of Roy and Mildred Kilburn; Mildred
is the granddaughter of Harry Honeyman, Leonard’s
employer during his three years in Canada.

Thomas was booked in Cabin C-6 First Class on
the “Titanic”. In a vein attempt to make it to safety, he
scrambled into Life raft “A” which had been hanging over
the Officer’s Quarters. A dozen men trying desperately
to clamor aboard swamped the raft. Thomas’s friend,
Thomson Beattie survived and was able to tell of his
harrowing escape and the loss of his friend Thomas.
When Thomas’s body was located he was wearing
a dress suit and brown overcoat. The initials T. Mc. was
embroidered on the trousers. His personal effects included
a purse, knife, pocket book, three studs, gold chain, locket
watch and pencil, sleeve links, pearl cuff links, 10 L note,
40 lire, 19 shillings in other coins. Thomas’s body was
recovered and is commemorated in the Notre-Dame-desNeiges Cemetery in Montreal, PQ.
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Mayor John Davidson presented Thomas with a “
handsome gold watch and chain” at an appreciation and
farewell banquet held in his honor, June 16, 1897. Could the
watch found with Thomas’s processions be that watch?
During a family research project Cecil Pittman, local
historian, discovered Thomas McCaffry owned the property from 1894 to 1895 where the Land Titles now stands.
He held the mortgage until 1900.

McCaffry Memorial
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“Family trees are apt to be
questionable about the
roots.”
- Sir William Van Horne
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ABBOTT, DAVID GRESHAM and GWEN

there. He currently works as an agronomist for Eagle Agro
Service in Neepawa.

Submitted by Dave Abbott
In 1973, David (Dave) and Gwen (nee Johnson) Abbott
moved to Neepawa with their five children. Dave was
employed with the Farm Credit Corporation (FCC) as field
man until 1976. Following 18 months with the provincial
Department of Agriculture with their Farm Diversification
Plan (FDP), he managed Munro Farm Supplies in Neepawa
for 17 years.
With their livestock background, the family accumulated and operated a ¾ interest in a large pasture operation
in the Arden area.
Dave and Gwen found Neepawa a good community to
raise a family. There were excellent educational and recreational opportunities. The family appreciated the support
they received when Gwen passed away in 1982 leaving
behind a young family.
William David (Bill) is the oldest son born in 1961.
After school, he had various employment and for a number
of years has worked at Shaw Pipe in Regina. This firm
processes pipe for the oil patch. He and wife Marie (nee
Giebelhaus) have one daughter, Mika Danielle. Bill’s
oldest daughter Kristjana lives in Eden, MB.
Margo Lynne (Margo) is the oldest daughter born in
1962. Margo works in the health care field, first as an aid
and later as a licensed practical nurse. She is currently
working and completing the Bachelor of Nursing program.
Margo and her husband, Glen Klassen have two sons:
Derek is attending Red River Community College in
Winnipeg and is taking power engineering; Daren is
currently enrolled in a science program at the University
of Manitoba in Winnipeg.
Burton Bjorn (Burt) is the middle son, born in 1965.
He graduated as a physiotherapist from the U of M. After
practicing his profession for some years, he returned to
school and completed his degree in medicine. He now
practices medicine in Winnipeg. Burt and wife Joanne
(nee Kearley) have one son, Samson and twin daughters
Josie and Kearley.
Thoralee Michelle (Michelle) is the youngest daughter
born in 1968. After school, she completed her registered
nurse training in Brandon. She is employed as a nurse in
Killarney. Michelle and husband Darcy Eng have two sons
Cody and Riley and a daughter, Shelby.
James Kristjan (Jim) is the youngest son born in 1971.
He has worked in various service station outlets. For a year
he was a self-employed service station retailer in Brandon
and Neepawa. He is currently employed in Winnipeg. Jim’s
son Nicholas also lives in Winnipeg.
Through the years there have been changes. In the
mid 1980s the Arden operation was sold. The family has
grown and left to establish homes of their own. In 1991,
Dave purchased NW 13-16-16 west of Eden and resides

ADAMYK, VICTOR and PHYLLIS
Victor Adamyk’s father, John, arrived in Canada
from Austria in the 1900’s as a young lad. John, who was
twenty-five, married fifteen year old Mary Oleniuk in the
Polonia area and settled in the Elk Ranch district where
they farmed and raised five children.

Thomas and Victoria Kasprick’s Wedding
(parents of Phyllis Adamyk)
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The Family of Phyllis Adamyk:
Thomas Kasprick and Victoria Popien were born and
raised in the Polonia area. They married on Jan. 18, 1928
and farmed in the Polonia area. They raised seven children: Elsie (Steve Chemerika), Vern (Sharon Bennett),
Ken (Faye Schmaus), Bernice (Charlie Cherwinski), Verla
(Eugene Baraniak), Phyllis (Victor Adamyk) and Bernard
(Betty Sheppard).

John and Mary Adamyk’s wedding
Back Row L to R: Pauline Adamyk, unknown,
Joe and Metro Adamyk
Front Row: John Adamyk, Mary Adamyk, Mrs. Kostiw
January 25, 1917
Back Row L to R: Bernard, Bernice, Vern, Ken
Front Row: Victoria (Mom), Phyllis and Elsie
The Family of Victor and Phyllis Adamyk:
John’s youngest son, Victor, at the age of twenty-four,
married eighteen year old Phyllis Kasprick on Oct. 19,
1957. They were married in Mountain Road at the St.
Mary’s Cathedral. The young couple settled in this area
and farmed the homestead farm until 1963. They raised
three children: Randy, Grant and Shannon and moved to
the Birnie area where they continued to farm. As well as
farming, Victor worked for Fred Kozak and Sons until
1978. He was also employed by the town of Neepawa,
where he worked at the water treatment plant. He and
Phyllis moved to Neepawa in 1989 and he continued to
work here until 1994, when his health failed and he passed
away June 9, 1995. Victor and Phyllis’ children continue
to live in the Neepawa area.
Shannon and Bernard Jakubowski married April 17,
1982 and together they have three children: Cody (Jan. 20,
1986), Adam (April 25, 1988) and Megan (Jan. 11, 1991).
Bernard passed away May 14, 2006. They continue to farm
in the Brookdale area.

John Adamyk’s Family
Back Row L to R: Katharyn, Andrew, Martha
Front Row: Mary, Peter, Victor, John
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sax and clarinet in “Neepawa Black Hawks Orchestra”),
carpentry, golf, gardening and reading.

June and Howard Alguire
June has been a member of St. James Anglican Church,
the Eastern Star, the curling club and golf club (attaining a
“hole in one”). She enjoyed such activities as bridge and
bowling, and hobbies such as sewing, crocheting, knitting
and reading.
They have two children: Diane Elaine (born 1950) and
Janice Lee (born 1952).
Diane married James Marrese (of Winnipeg) in 1978
and divorced in 1989. They resided in Winnipeg. They
have two children: Paul Michael (born 1980; deceased
2006) and Lauren Ann (born 1983). Lauren lives in Grand
Rapids, Michigan.
Diane obtained a registered nursing diploma at the
Winnipeg General Hospital (Health Science Centre)
in 1971, a certificate for modeling in Calgary in 1974,
a certificate for intensive care nursing in 1978 (Health
Science Centre), a Bachelor of Nursing degree in 1996
and a certificate in foot care nursing in 2002. She worked
mainly in critical care nursing with experience in management at the Rehab/Respiratory Hospital (HCS) and at a
primary health care clinic in Winnipeg.
Diane moved to Neepawa in 1999 and married Don
Pollock in 2001. They reside at 566 Brown Avenue.
Presently, Diane belongs to the Beta Sigma Phi Sorority,
Viscount Cultural Centre (president of the Neepawa Art
Club) and the Neepawa Golf and Country Club (board
member). She enjoys art, photography, traveling, reading, music and gardening (certificate in landscaping at
Assiniboine Community College, 2001).
Lee married James Block (of Grunthal, MB) in 1971
and resided in Winnipeg. They have two children: Brandy
Lyn (born 1972) and Kerry Lee (born 1976). Brandy
married David Newbold in 2000. They live in Winnpeg.
They have two children; Carter Alexander (born 1998)

Victor and Phyllis Adamyk and Family
L to R: Randy, Victor, Grant, Phyllis and Shannon
Grant married Elodie Dutchak on Sept. 27, 1986.
Together, they have two children, Braeden (March 3,
1990) and Peyton (May 1, 1993). They reside and work
in Neepawa.
Randy married Victoria Filipchuk on Nov. 12, 1994.
Vicki has two children from a previous marriage. Shelley
Filipchuk was born Sept. 5, 1970 and Robert Filipchuk was
born on Sept. 10, 1974. Robert is married to Lisa Perrett
and Shelley Filipchuk is married to Tim Speiss and they
have two children Jarred Filipchuk and Tanner Speiss.
They continue to reside and work in Neepawa.

ALGUIRE, HOWARD and JUNE
Submitted by Diane (Alguire) Pollock
Frederick Howard Alguire and Florence June Mulvey
(of Winnipeg) married in 1947. They lived in Neepawa and
have just celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary.
Howard owned and operated Alguire Bros. Wholesale
(tobacco and confectionary) until 1966, when it was sold.
He was instrumental in bringing Edson Camper Sales to
Neepawa in 1966 and worked with this company as a
sales dealer and office manager. He later drove a truck
for Kozak’s for ten years, a bus for Webb’s bus lines and
a truck for Kleyson’s Trucking in Esterhazy, SK.
Howard has been a member of St. James Anglican
Church, the Masons, Shriners and the Legion (No. 23).
He was a volunteer fireman in Neepawa for 25 years. He
enjoyed activities such as: sports (high school provincial
champion for high jump and sprinting), music (played alto
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we moved back to Carberry, MB where I worked for eight
years at Carnation Foods.
While in Neepawa, Cecil belonged to the Masonic
Lodge and was an avid coin collector.
My husband passed away from a stroke in Carberry
in February, 1984. He is buried in Riverside Cemetery in
Neepawa.
I have retired in Neepawa and live at 110 Hamilton
Place, where I have been for 20 years.

and Ryland James (born 2002). Kerry lives in Vancouver.
Lee is an accountant at Interior Touches in Winnipeg. She
enjoys making jewelry and stained glass articles.

ANDERSON, DOUGLAS and BETH
Submitted by Beth Anderson
(Originally written by Doug)
My father John and mother Jessie Anderson came to
Canada in the early 1900’s from London, England. Like so
many people at that time, they were eager to find a new life
in Canada and to raise a family. There were seven children
in our family, four boys and three girls.
I was born in Russell, MB and it was there I attended
school and like so many, left at an early age to go to work.
It was in the early 30s and work was scarce and money
more so, but one sure gained a lot of experience in the
number of jobs held. I liked the life on the farm in the
30s but wages were low and the days were long. I soon
moved on to other work and tried some carpentry and also
spent time as a painter. Finally, I started to work for the
Canadian National Railway as a section hand and during
that time came to Neepawa.
In 1937, my parents moved to Rorketon, MB and after
a few years there, moved back to Silverton, where my
father retired after a lifetime of railroad work.
In the fall of 1940, I worked for ‘Uncle Lou’ Vivian at
the King Edward Hotel which was situated next door to the
Roxy Theatre. It was from there I joined the army and had
a steady job for the next five years. I joined the Army Unit
No. 10, St. Catherines Battery Royal Canadian Artillery,
Second Field Regiment. Most of my army life was spent
overseas. After taking a signals radio operator course at
Kingston, ON, it was off to England for two years. Then,
I spent almost two years in Sicily and Italy, returning to
Germany and Holland until the end of the hostilities. I
returned to Neepawa after my discharge and became a
barber. I worked at the barber and hairdressing business
for the next 35 years, retiring in March, 1981.
It was a happy 35 years for me and I saw many changes
in Neepawa during that time. My first employment as a
barber was with Mr. Hugh Poole. His barbershop was
located in the old Stead Block where the Credit Union
now stands. Next, I worked for Mr. James English. His
business was in the north half of the building now known
as Zeke’s Jewelers. The next move was up the street, next
door to the Bamboo Café, and then I returned to take over

Don and Diane Pollock, and Lee Block
Howard and June enjoy their friends at the weekly
Legion meat draws on Friday evenings, and their children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren.

ALLEN, CELESTE LAURINE
Submitted by Celeste Allen
I was born in Glen Ewan, SK, on June 4, 1918, the
second eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. A. Overbeck of
Neepawa, MB, later of Fort Langley, BC.
My family came to Manitoba in 1920. I started school
when I was five years old and went to the North End
School, and Central School in the south end of Neepawa.
I finished my school years in Arden, MB and my teacher
was Jack McGilvary.
I married my husband, Cecil James Allen of the
Oberon district on Jan. 14, 1939. Cecil was the second
son of Richard and Jennie Allen, born on Sept. 2, 1904 in
the Oberon district of Manitoba. Here he grew up and was
involved with local sports such as hockey, baseball, and
curling. All his life he had a devilish smirk that told you
he was just itching to pull a prank or tell you a good joke.
After our marriage, we went to Clanwilliam, where Cecil
bought grain for Ogilvie Flour Mills. After ten years, we
moved to Tyvan, SK where he bought grain for Federal
Grain Company.
In ten years, we moved back to Neepawa where I
worked in Fenwick’s Clothing store for 15 years. Cecil
worked at different jobs, selling for Massey Harris and
Ford companies, driving a school van, and driving for
Walter Hares Trucking Services. Then, we sold out and
went to British Columbia, where the doctor told me there
was too much vegetation in the Fraser Valley for me so
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the operating room girls very much, but was happy to
be OFF the “On Call” list. I enjoy being a member of
our local United Church Women and was on the board of
Touchwood Park for several years. I too, enjoyed lots of
golf until “age-related” conditions made it too difficult
to play. However, I still get out for a game or two with
Germund every year and enjoy all the lovely scenery of
our beautiful golf course.

the business of James English. At the time of my retirement, I was located in the Hargreaves Block. Mr. Frank
Reid then owned the business.
I married Beth Orton in 1941. Her family were early
pioneers in the Arden and later in the Salisbury districts.
We are blessed with two children: a daughter and
a son. Lynda is married to William E. Nicholson (now
retired from the Winnipeg Police Force) and they live in
Tsawwassen, BC. They have two children: Rob and Kristy.
Rob and Denise have two children: Jamie and Charlie.
They live in Toronto. Kristy and Ken have two children:
Katelyn and Ashley and they live in Ladner, BC. Our
son Blair lives in Winnipeg and works for the Federal
Government. Blair married Nancy Foster and they have
one son, Neal. Blair’s hobby is music and he was an active
participant at All Saints Anglican Church, Winnipeg.
Beth and I are enjoying our retirement years and the
time is full with our hobbies of gardening, golfing and
curling. Now, too, we are able to travel with our lodges.
I am a member of the Neepawa Masonic Lodge and Beth
is a member of the Eastern Star.
Doug Anderson stated, “When I first saw Neepawa, I
had the feeling I would like to live here. I have never been
sorry I put my roots down so deeply.”
In February 2004, Doug passed away in East View
Lodge. Beth now resides in Elks Manor. (Our previous
history can be found in the Heritage book page 372)

Shirley and Germund Anderson
Our oldest son, Jeff, has worked in Calgary for many
years. He apprenticed under his dad and became a journeyman carpenter before leaving for Calgary to build houses
there. However, after a few years, he left carpentry and he
worked as a surveyor and obtained his certified surveyor
technologist certificate. This last year, he has gone back to
carpentry and now has his own company framing houses.
In 1999, he married Deborah Main and they have two
children: (half of our wonderful grandchildren) Lorena
Genevieve (6 years old at this time) and Sophia Elizabeth
(3 years). Debbie has her own company and also works
for Encana Corporation in Calgary. They live in Cochrane,
AB and commute to work each day.
Bruce lives in Saskatoon with his wife Adelle
Hoeppner. They, too, were married in 1999 which gave
us a very busy and happy year. They have the other half of
our greatly loved grandchildren: Brendan Bruce (7 years)
and Shaeleigh Kaitlyn (5 years as of 2007). Bruce has his
Bachelor of Theology from Central Pentecostal College in
Saskatoon but after attending churches of many denominations, he and Adelle have become active members in
an English speaking Antichian Orthodox Church. He has
been a “stay-at-home” dad for the last few years as his
bipolar disorder had become very difficult to handle, but
is now better managed, and he has a much better life than
when he worked outside the home. Adelle is very happy
in her job working in a lawyer’s office and specializing
in real estate law.

ANDERSON, GERMUND and SHIRLEY
Submitted by Shirley Anderson
Naturally a lot has changed in our family since our
family’s story appeared in the Heritage Book. At that time,
our boys were still at home, but are now happily married
with two children each. Germund and I retired in 1989
and are well into our retirement years, with a few health
problems now and then, but feel that we are pretty lucky
and happy with our life today.
Germund was a building contractor and built many
of the homes in Neepawa and area. He did a lot of volunteer work at the Royal Canadian Legion in town, and was
awarded the 60th year anniversary medal in honor of that.
He was on the board of the Neepawa United Church before
and after the building of the new church and was also on
the board of Touchwood Park and later the Osborne Units
board. Golfing is his passion and he spends many hours
at the golf course during the golf season and also enjoys
the Drop-In Centre through all seasons. He also makes a
visit to the Legion nearly every day and enjoys the meat
draw every Friday evening!
I was the operating room supervisor in the Neepawa
Hospital for many years and saw many doctors come
and go. After retirement, I missed the companionship of
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tary school teacher at Hazel M. Kellington since 1990.
Michael is an automotive technician with years of Ford
experience. In 2004, they purchased Performance Exhaust
and Brake Service. Their family currently resides in the
town of Neepawa.

ANDERSON, REV. GLADYS
Submitted by Rev. Gladys Anderson
I came to Neepawa in January 1999, when I was called
to be the minister at Knox Presbyterian Church.
I was born in Camrose, AB and grew up in Wetaskiwin,
AB where I completed my schooling. After the completion of high school, I moved to Edmonton to attend the
University of Alberta completing a Bachelor of Science
degree in pharmacy. I worked in Camrose and Edmonton
in drug stores before moving to hospital pharmacy where
I worked at the General Hospital and then the Misericordia
Hospital.
In 1980, I moved to Vancouver to attend Regent
College, a theological graduate school. Although I only
intended to stay for one semester, I stayed in Vancouver for
eighteen and a half years. I completed a Master of Divinity
degree at Regent College and then, began work as a lay
associate at Fairview Presbyterian Church in Vancouver
where I worked for eleven years.
In 1994, I left Fairview Presbyterian to attend Vancouver
School of Theology for Special Studies to complete requirements for ordination within the Presbyterian Church.

Back Row: Bruce, Germund, Shirley, Jeff
Front Row: Adelle, Shaeleigh, Rena, Brendan, Debbie
and Sophie
We have enjoyed being able to travel a fair amount
after retirement. With our good friends, Betty and Jim
Thomlinson, we spent time in Venezuela and Columbia,
South America, as well as many trips in Canada. In 1990
and 1995, we visited Holland for the 45th and 50th anniversaries of the end of World War II. During the war, while
in Holland, a young girl came out of her home where
some of the men had been billeted and standing in front
of Germund said, “I want to write to someone in Canada”.
He gave her his sister Ester’s name and address and they
corresponded for years. However, when his sister died,
we started corresponding with her, and we were invited
to stay with them during the 45th anniversary of the war
ending. It was a wonderful experience, and we were invited
back for the 50th anniversary, which was an even bigger
celebration. Nettie and Chris, the Dutch couple, also came
to visit us between our visits there, and loved our country
just as much as we did theirs.
We decided in 1999 we should give up trying to look
after our big house and yard, especially when I found it
was almost impossible to climb stairs anymore. With a lot
of help from our good friend, Muriel Taylor, we moved
into Murray Parrott’s “Prairie Oasis” and have been very
happy with our move. Retirement has been good and I
think it is largely due to living in such a great community
– Neepawa.

ANDERSON, MICHAEL and MELISSA
Submitted by Melissa Anderson
Michael and Melissa are both originally from Melita,
MB. They moved to Neepawa in 1995. They have two
daughters: Jessie Brooke, born June 26, 1997 and Jodi
Violet, born April 16, 2000. Melissa has been an elemen-

Gladys Anderson
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In Winnipeg, Robert worked as a sparing partner for
boxers and as a laborer during the construction of the
Legislative Buildings in Winnipeg. He continued working
his way west as a general laborer and farmhand, ending
up in the districts around Neepawa and eventually meeting Sarah Isabel McPherson, who was originally from the
Udney district in Ontario. The McPherson’s had moved
themselves and their five children to Manitoba in 1917.
Robert and Isabel were married in 1928 and were blessed
with one son, Gordon. The Anderson’s and McPherson’s
farmed together for 12 years. Then Robert and Isabel
moved to the Dumfries district and the McPherson family
purchased the blacksmith shop, as Mr. McPherson had
been a smithy in Ontario. Both families continued to live
and work in the Dumfries, Hallboro, Osprey and Mentmore
districts for a number of years.
Gordon met Dorien Hanslip in Neepawa in the late
1940s. They were married in 1951 and in 1952 they
purchased a home just west of the town of Neepawa on
Highway No. 16 in the RM of Langford. Both families
(Gordon and Dorien and Robert and Isabel) lived in the
same yard, separate homes for a number of years.

From 1995 until the end of 1998, I worked at three
different senior’s residences as the spiritual care worker as
well as a volunteer chaplain in the Vancouver airport.
Since I have been in Neepawa, I have sung with the
Choraliers, served on the Salvation Army Service Extension
Board, done volunteer work with the Neepawa Fine Arts
Festival, and worked with the New Beginnings group,
Palliative Care and the Neepawa Community Kitchen.
I will be retiring from Knox Presbyterian Church in
September of 2007 and look forward to continuing to live
and work in Neepawa.

ANDERSON, ROBERT JAMES
Submitted by Gordon Anderson
Robert James Anderson, at the age of 16, set out from
Belamoney, Ireland and arrived in Montreal in the early
1900s. He had worked his way to Canada aboard a ship
loaded with horses bound for the provinces. He was very
comfortable with horses as he had handled race horses in
his home county of Ireland. He was originally sent by his
mother to reside with relatives of hers in Toronto, but chose
his own path and continued on to Manitoba.

Isabel MacPherson and Robert James Anderson,
married 1928

Gordon and Dorien

204

Neepawa Creamery, Collins Garage, Neepawa Ford, Royal
Café, McLeod’s Hardware Store, Helen’s Dress Shop, and
Hazel M. Kellington School. They were best known for
their own business started in 1975 with Dorien’s Fabrics
and Notions, later to become known as Dorien’s Bridal.
They have two children: Mark and Sharon.
Mark is currently living in Neepawa on the same home
acreage, married to Jennifer (nee Kroeker) and has two
children: Brandon and Shelby. He operates his own business as A and A Surplus.
Sharon is currently living just outside of Stonewall,
married to Ray Sawchuk and they have a daughter,
Katarina.
Robert passed away in 1969; Dorien in 1993; Isabel in
2005. Gordon is living in Neepawa and thoroughly enjoying his retirement years, especially his coffee times and
his three grandchildren.

ANDRUSIAK, NESTOR
The NW 4-16-16 in the RM of Rosedale was purchased
by Onufry Andrusiak in the 1930s.
Onufry married Yuzefa Burtniak in 1937. They have
six children: Theresa, Mabel, Elizabeth, who died in
infancy, Alice, Nestor and Fred.
Nestor lives and farms NW 4-16-16 to this date.

Mark, Jennifer, Brandon, and Shelby

Sharon, Ray, and Katarina
Gordon and Dorien held a number of different jobs
with various businesses in town or on their own, including
work for the Canadian National Railways, Modern Dairies,

The crew on the train (Nestor is circled)
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Michelle was very involved in sporting and musical
activities during her school years in Neepawa. She attended
Brandon University and graduated with a Bachelor of
Music degree winning the gold medal. She taught in
Reston/Sinclair for one year and has been teaching music
in the Virden schools since that time. In 1987, she married
Dave Chyzyk of Virden who is co-owner of a recreation
vehicle company. They have two boys: Bryn born in 1992
and Brady born in 1994. Michelle has conducted many
choirs in the Westman area and has been active in musicals
in Virden and Brandon. She was honoured by winning one
of the Women of Distinction awards in Brandon in 2000.
Kelly also participated in music and sports in high
school and was the winner of the Governor General’s
medal in Grade 12. She attended University of Manitoba,
graduating with a Bachelor of Education degree. She
married Allan Sneesby of Neepawa in 1989. Allan is an
electrical technician with Manitoba Hydro. They have
three boys: Ryan born in 1992, Tyson born in 1994 and
Matthew born in 1995. They live on an acreage west of
Neepawa and Kelly teaches English at NACI. (see Allan
and Kelly Sneesby history)
Michael followed in his father’s footsteps being very
involved in sports. He won the Kem Frampton trophy for
male athlete of the year while in high school. He attended
U of M earning a science degree. In 2001, he passed his
exams to become a chartered accountant winning the gold
medal for Manitoba. In 1995, he married Shauna Francis
from Arden, MB. Shauna has an education degree but is
presently a “stay-at-home mom” to Jesse born in 1997,
Logan born in 2000 and Drew born in 2001. They live in
Winnipeg where Michael is a partner in Haugen, Morrish,
Angers accounting firm.

The crew again (Nestor is circled)

ANGERS, PAT and MARIE
Submitted by Marie Angers
Pat was born in Miami, MB in 1939 to Raymond and
Isabel (McKerlie) Angers. He spent all his school years in
Miami, playing hockey in winter and baseball in summer.
He spent one year at University of North Dakota on a
hockey scholarship and then graduated from Manitoba
Teachers College in 1959. That same year, he was privileged to be a member of the Winnipeg Braves who won
the Canadian Junior Hockey Championship Memorial Cup
and were later inducted into the Manitoba Hockey Hall of
Fame. He taught in East Kildonan for three years.
Marie (Mueller) Angers was born in Manitou, MB in
1941 to Otto and Florence (Jordan) Mueller. She graduated from Manitoba Teachers College in 1960 and taught
in Cartwright and Charleswood.
In 1962, Pat and Marie were married in the Anglican
Church in Manitou. In 1963, they moved to Pine Falls
where Pat taught Grade 5 and physical education. Marie
taught Grade 2 for one year. Their oldest daughter,
Michelle, was born in 1965, daughter Kelly, in 1966 and
son Michael in 1969. In 1970, they moved to Neepawa
where Pat taught physical education in the collegiate for
four years. During this time, Pat enjoyed playing baseball with the Cubs and hockey with the Natives. A highlight during this time was getting the opportunity to go
to Nicaragua with the Canadian baseball team in 1972.
In 1975, the family moved to Carman where Pat taught
science and was vice-principal at the collegiate. In 1980, a
move was made back to Neepawa where Pat was appointed
principal at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute.

Back Row L to R: Michelle, Dave, Kelly, Allan, Michael
Middle Row: Brady, Matthew, Ryan, Tyson
Seated: Marie, Pat, Shauna
Front Row: Bryn, Logan, Jesse, Drew
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Pat retired from teaching in 1994. For a few years,
he worked in the Co-op Home Centre but now spends
his time hunting, fishing and golfing. In June, 2007, he is
to be honoured as an inductee in the Manitoba Baseball
Hall of Fame. Marie taught at Arden for several years and
then taught music in Neepawa for ten years. She retired
in 1999 but continued to teach piano lessons for several
more years. She was involved for many years with the Fine
Arts Festival in Neepawa. Now she enjoys volunteering
at the personal care home, singing and playing. Both Pat
and Marie have been very involved at St. James Anglican
Church: Pat as a lay reader and Marie as organist. We
have enjoyed living in Neepawa and are proud to call it
our home town.

ARMSTRONG, TREVLYN and CAMILLA
Submitted by Camilla Armstrong
We are Trevlyn and Camilla Armstrong (nee Beare).
Trev was born in Gainsborough, SK on Aug. 7, 1969 and
Camilla was born in Weyburn, SK on June 19, 1969. We
were married in Fillmore, SK on Nov. 21, 1992. We lived
in Regina for one year before moving to Ontario for six
years. In 2000, Trev became employed by the former
Midwest Foods in Carberry (now McCain) and moved
his family to Carberry for three years. In 2003, the family
moved to the RM of Langford (SE 34-13-15W). The children attend school in Neepawa.

Camilla and Trevlyn

Nathan, Alyssa, Jayde, Brandon, Amber and Brittany

ARNASON, MARION (MARNIE)
Submitted by Joanne Pollock
Marnie married Brett Arnason in 1974 and they are
living in Winnipeg. They have two children: Dan (born
1977) and Lauren (born 1980). Dan and Lauren both
graduated from John Taylor Collegiate. Dan went to
Assiniboine Community College where he graduated with
a diploma in heavy duty equipment technician. Lauren
obtained her diploma in business administration from
Red River Community College in 2002 and her Bachelor
of Commerce (Honours) from the I. H. Asper School of
Business at the University of Manitoba in 2005.

Our home at SE-34-13-15W in the RM of Langford
We have six children: Brittany, July 21, 1992; Brandon
Aug. 13, 1994; Alyssa April 5, 1997; Nathan Oct. 6, 2000;
Amber Sept. 3, 2003 and Jayde Aug. 17, 2005.
Trev is currently employed at McCain in Carberry,
as the production manager and Camilla is a stay-at-home
mom.
Neepawa is a beautiful town with plenty to offer.
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37 years, living in Winnipeg, Thunder Bay and Calgary.
Their daughter Roberta married Allan Desserre of Dryden,
ON on Sept. 9, 1995. Roberta and Allan both have their
degrees in electrical engineering and Masters in Business
Administration from the University of Manitoba. Allan
works for Manitoba Hydro and Roberta with a Manitoba
H.V.D.C. (high voltage direct current) Research Centre in
Winnipeg. They have three children: Quinn born Nov. 22,
1990; Riley born Oct. 16, 2002; and Abigail born June 3,
2004. Bruce and Carols’ son, Ryan has a science degree
from the U of M and works with Olympus Life Science
specializing in health research optical. On June 12, 2004
Ryan married Doctor Renee Kreml of Winnipeg, who is
currently completing her residency in radiology. They
reside in Winnipeg.
Lloyd and Barbara-Lynn (their story is in Legacies of
Lansdowne) still reside on the century farm in the RM of
Lansdowne (E ½ 18-17-14), and are now sharing the farm
operation (grain and cattle) with their son Warren. Their
daughter, Kristen married Chris Worley of Brandon on
Feb. 24, 1996. They have resided in Minnedosa for eleven
years where Chris was the local golf pro, and referee in
chief of the Manitoba Hockey League. They are currently
moving to Morden where Chris will be head pro of the
Minnewasta Golf and Country Club. They have three sons:
Oren born April 13, 2000; Eaton born Sept. 19, 2002;
and Keston born Sept. 9, 2004. Warren married Melissa
Johnson of Neepawa on Oct. 7, 2000, and they live in the
original farm house (which was my home for 53 years).
Warren attended Red River Community College obtaining
his machinist diploma, and returned to the farm where
he works in partnership with his parents. Melissa has her
business practice diploma from Assiniboine Community
College and currently works for Ken Kane Aerial Spraying.
They have two sons: Evan born Oct. 16, 2002 and Nathan
born Jan. 28, 2004.

Dan is currently working with Arnason Industries in
Winnipeg and Lauren is living in Calgary working as a
marketing coordinator in the animal health industry.
Brett and Marnie are pleased to have recently moved
Jean and George Pollock’s farm house to property in the
RM of Rosedale. They have been restoring the house and
are looking forward to many gatherings of family and
friends in the years to come.

BABCOCK, ARTHUR and DOROTHY
Submitted by Dorothy Babcock
Our story was related in Legacies of Lansdowne
1884-1984, but much has transpired in the past two and
a half decades.
Arthur passed away Nov. 14, 1988 in the home of his
birth, on the original family farm. Not many individuals
experience their birth and death under the same roof (92
years). I am now the only member (daughter-in-law) of
the immediate William Babcock family. I remained on
the farm until March, 1993, at which time I moved into
Neepawa when the Elks Manor opened its doors. Over
these years I have enjoyed living in town, doing some
traveling, lending a helping hand and support to various
organizations including the United Church Women, the
Hospital Auxiliary, the Museum, the Lily Festival and an
active part in the Tenants Association of Elks Manor.
At the time of this recording (March 2007), our family
of five children has expanded to include 41 members,
their five spouses, ten grandchildren (seven of whom are
married), and thirteen great grandchildren. Notably all our
clan lives within Manitoba.

L to R: Lloyd, Brenda Hearson, Dorothy, Lynne Cook,
Ruth Hanke, Bruce
Nathan and Evan Babcock, sons of Warren and Melissa
are the fifth generation children growing up on the family
farm which was homesteaded in 1879. Future farmers?
Curiously looking for the ripened kernels of wheat.

Ruth (our eldest) – (see Hanke, Richard and Ruth)
Bruce (our eldest son) and his wife Carol have returned
to Winnipeg to enjoy their retirement years close to their
family. Bruce worked for Kimberly-Clark of Canada for
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1999, and Natalie was born in 2002. Grant is an electrician and works with John’s Electric in Neepawa. Michelle
works at the Neepawa-Gladstone Co-op grocery store in
Neepawa.
Lea was born in 1964 and married Glenn Meeuwisse
of St. Thomas, ON in 1993. They live in Orillia, ON and
have two children: Carter born in 1996 and Soren in 1997.
Lea is a physician and works at Orillia Soldier’s Memorial
Hospital. Glenn is general manager of a cross-country
ski and mountain biking complex named Hardwood Hills
near Orillia.
Coral passed away in 1978 and Fred in 1983. Dorothy
passed away in 2004. Dean is retired but still lives on the
farm.

Lynne and her husband John Cook reside in Winnipeg.
Lynne has been nursing at the Grace Hospital for 33 years,
and John has worked 30 years as a computer technician
with the Bank of Montreal. Their children also both live in
Winnipeg. Erin married Willem VanLankvelt from Rivers,
MB on Sept. 24, 2005. Erin, with a degree in athletic therapy from the U of M and a certificate in massage therapy,
runs her own business. Willem works for the Winnipeg
Paramedics. John and Lynne’s son, Andrew recently
completed his carpentry diploma at RRCC and is working with Crystal Construction in Winnipeg.
Brenda and Kelly Hearson live in Headingley, MB.
Kelly is president of Crosier Kilgour and Partners, a
consulting structural engineering company in Winnipeg.
Brenda, who has worked in community health nursing
since 1978, is currently completing her Master of Nursing
(Cancer-Palliative Care) at the U of M. They have two
children who still live at home: Kathryn born July 21,
1986 is in her third year of civil engineering at the U of
M; Mark born Mar. 18, 1989 is in Grade 12 at Westwood
Collegiate.
I am truly blessed to be surrounded with my family,
friends … and good health.

BAILEY, BRIAN and JAN
Submitted by Brian Bailey
Janice and Brian Bailey, who were both raised in
Carberry, MB, arrived in Neepawa in 1968. Jan, a registered nurse, was first employed by Dr. Jakobson and then
by the Neepawa and District Memorial Hospital. In 1988,
she purchased the first franchise in We Care Home Health
Services and developed that business until selling in 2003.
Brian began his teaching career at Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute, a calling that lasted 32 years. He taught English
and drama and worked extra-curricular time with music
and major productions.
Jerilyn was born in 1972 and upon graduation from
high school pursued a career as a dental assistant, a job
that she currently holds in Brandon. She married Jim
Miscavish (a machinist with Saputo) in 1996 and they
have two daughters: Jaelyn (8) and Taylor (4).

BABCOCK, FRED
Fred Babcock was the second son born to William
and Mary Ellen Babcock (Gilmore) of the Orange Ridge
district of Birnie. He married Coral Elliott, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Elliott of Glenholm. They farmed in
several communities until finally settling on a farm just
west of the original farmstead where Fred grew up. They
had two children: Gaye and Dean.
Gaye is married to Gordon Lang. They farmed east of
Birnie and are now retired and living in Neepawa. They
have six children. (Refer to the Lang family history)
Dean married Dorothy Potter of Springhill, only
daughter of Mel and Nell Potter, in 1961. They continued
farming on the land that Fred bought, and have three children. Dorothy was a nurse at the hospital in Neepawa.
Nadine was born in 1962 and married Ron Kulbacki,
son of Donald and Mary Kulbacki of Eden, in 1984. They
live on the former Donald Kulbacki farm where they have
a mixed grain and cattle operation. Nadine now nurses at
the Neepawa hospital. They have two children: Mathew
was born in 1986 and is currently working with the oil
industry in Alberta; Erica was born in 1988 and is currently
working and traveling through Australia. She is planning
on pursuing hairdressing upon her return.
Grant was born in 1963 and married Michelle Birch,
oldest daughter of Keith and Penny Birch from Riding
Mountain, in 1998. They live in Neepawa and have three
children: Keith was born in 1993, Sarah was born in

L to R: Ryan, Allison, Jaelyn, Jerilyn, Jim
Seated: Brian, Jan and Taylor
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Ryan was born in 1975 and since his high school
graduation he has taken the media production course at
Assiniboine Community College, worked at Touchwood
Park, and attended Brandon University. He graduated with
a Bachelor of General Sciences and Bachelor of Education
in 2004 and, after two years of substitute work, he signed
on with Clifford School in Guangzhou, China.
Allison was born in 1980 and her post graduation
explorations have been many. Her first year after graduation was spent with “Up With People” traveling in the
southeastern United States and then in Europe. Upon
her return to Canada, she enrolled at the University of
Manitoba, with a Leader of Tomorrow scholarship, and
continued her studies to complete a degree in occupational
therapy. Her next step was to complete her Bachelor of
Education at BU. She too, is teaching in China.

BAILEY, ELMER CLARENCE
Elmer Clarence Bailey was born in Birnie, MB on June
28, 1896, son of Thomas Bailey and Betsy Wilson Bailey;
brother to Roche, Irene, Cecil and Edith. He married Hazel
Esther Oliver Elliot on Dec. 1, 1920 in Neepawa.

Elmer – 1962

Young Hazel
She was daughter of James E. Oliver and Ella Cox
Oliver; sister to Ruth, Marion and Grace. She was born
in Carnduff, SK and by the age of seven was living in
Dauphin, MB with the family of James and Margaret
Elliot.
Hazel and Elmer have three children in Manitoba:
Alice Jeane; James Oliver and Robert Homer. In 1930,
the family moved to Creston, BC, where their last child,
Cecil Argyle, was born.
Elmer tried his hand at several ventures including fox
farming and construction. Hazel worked in the packing
plants.
Eventually, they moved to Penticton, BC where
they lived until their deaths: Elmer in 1990 and Hazel in
1995.

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Bailey – 50th Wedding Anniversary

Elmer
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Hazel

Norman grew up on the Greenbush Farm, attending
Springhill School. In later years, Norman often spoke
about the teacher he had in Grade 8. Although she had
to prepare lessons every day for eight grades, for several
weeks she spent a half hour before school began in the
morning and another half hour after school with the Grade
8 students to prepare them for the “entrance exams” they
would have to write if they wished to continue their education in high school. The exams were written in Neepawa.
Norman did very well in his exams and always credited his
teacher for preparing him and the other students so well.
While Norman was qualified to enter high school, a severe
hail storm that August intervened, wiping out the entire
crop. There was no money for him to continue his formal
education but in relaying this story over the years, he was
never bitter. Upon completing his Grade 8, he worked on
the farm until the other children were of an age to be of
help. He then, spent several winters working in the “bush”
at Rat Lake and summers as a farm labourer.
Music played a big part in the life of the Baker family.
Norman often shared stories about gatherings at the farm,
where the young people spent evenings singing, dancing
and playing a variety of instruments. Norman played the
bass violin, piano and violin. He also had a great singing
voice, which he shared in many choirs and musicals.
In his early years, Norman was also known for his skill
as a catcher with the Springhill ball team. His interest in
ball lasted his entire life. For many years, he coached the
Turtleford Ladies Fastball team. He had a keen interest in
hockey and was very proud of the plaque the hockey club
presented him for his many years of dedicated service to
the Turtleford Tigers Senior hockey team.
In 1926-27, he traveled to Daylesford, SK where
he spent the summer as a farm labourer, working for
his cousin, Eldon Clark. The next spring, he returned
to Daylesford where he found work with the Canadian
National Railway as a section labourer. Eventually, he
transferred to Medstead, Whittome and Melfort before
becoming section foreman at Bannock in 1940. In 1941, he
and his family moved to Daylesford and in 1945, his final
move was to Turtleford, SK where he served as section
foreman until his retirement on May 19, 1964.
On Dec. 19, 1933 Norman married (Margaret Anne)
Evelyn Bell (Jan. 5, 1916), the eldest child of James and
Margaret Bell of Melfort. In 1937, their daughter (Mildred)
Elaine was born, followed in 1941 by their son, Kenneth
Norman.
Elaine married Joseph Hedley Brown in October,
1958. Their daughter Juanita was born in 1960 and their
son Dean arrived in 1962. Joe passed away at the young
age of 44 in February, 1978. Juanita married Allan Polegi
in 1986 and they have three children: Justine, Murray and
Kaitlyn. The Polegis live on the farm near Jedburgh, SK.

They had been pre-deceased by Alice and James. Alice
remained single, spending her life as an educator of children at Seventh Day Adventist Academies in Los Angeles
and Kelowna. The boys all served periods in the military,
before pursuing careers in civilian life. James lived in
Windsor, ON, where he married and has two daughters.
Robert “Bob” worked for British Columbia Ferries as a
steward until he retired. He married Dorothy and they have
four children and many grandchildren. Argyle continued
as flight crew for both his military and civilian careers. He
married, has four children and resides in Ontario.

BAKER FAMILIES
Submitted by Bernice Baker
In 1887, Jonah and Sarah Jane (Pocket) Potter homesteaded the land now known as Green Bush Angus Farms
in Springhill. Jonah and a friend found a spring on the hill
and so named the district. Their homestead has been in the
family now for five generations. (More information is in
the Neepawa, Land of Plenty 1883–1983 history book; and
Rosedale Remembers 1884–1984 history book).
GEORGE and MARY BAKER:
Jonah and Jane Potter left for British Columbia in
1905, leaving their land to their daughter Mary and her
husband George Baker. Their children were: Willet, died
in infancy; Norman (Evelyn Bell); Cora (John Young);
Fred (unmarried); Egbert (Mabel Carter); Robin (Anne
Attwood); Ethel (Bill Allen); and Henry (Julie Wilkinson,
an English war bride). Henry served as a gunner in the
Royal Canadian Air Force and was shot down over France.
His grave is in St. Andre de l’Eure and is well tended in
the cemetery there.
George served on the school board of Springhill
School and on the council of the RM of Rosedale. He
was reeve from 1922–1927. We know he took many
photographs, but unfortunately, few have survived. Mary,
a hardworking, no-nonsense woman, took no guff from
her own children and grandchildren, or from the students
of Springhill School who often played in Baker’s Bluff
during noon hours. Springhill school teachers boarded at
their house. Mary and George were active in the Springhill
Church; George taught Sunday school and Mary was a
long time member of the WMS (Women’s Missionary
Society). Their later years were spent in a small house on
Hamilton Street in Neepawa.
NORMAN and EVELYN BAKER:
Norman Angus Baker was born May 19, 1899 in the
Springhill district of the RM of Rosedale, the eldest of
eight children born to George Angus and Mary Rebecca
(Potter) Baker.
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brother, Allen, went by buggy to the Franklin manse to be
married. Their children were: Arnold (Joan Robinson);
Raymond (Orma McCartney); Lois (Bill Parypa), Douglas
(Linda North); and Keith (Kym Miller).
Raising a family during the depression and war years
was not easy. After saving worn out woolen articles, Bert
made a trip to the woolen mills in Brandon to exchange
the wool for blankets. He was told all wool was to go for
blankets for the troops. Bert’s temper flared – he was quite
persuasive when he was angry – and he got the blankets
his family needed. Mabel was known for her smiles – and
her giggle. Bert said he could go into a dark theatre and
immediately be able to find where Mabel was because of
that giggle.
Bert and Mabel were active members of the Springhill
United Church and later the Neepawa Baptist Church. They
were proud of and interested in their eleven grandchildren
and were often called upon to baby-sit. After selling their
land to son, Ray and Orma, Bert and Mabel continued to
live in the house Bert built. In 1988, failing health necessitated a move to Yellowhead Manor in Neepawa. Both Bert
and Mabel spent their final days in East View Lodge.

Dean and partner Terri Senft have a son, Joseph. They
live in Turtleford.
In June 1965, Ken married Jean Rennie of Glaslyn. Their
daughter, Debra was born in Lloydminster in 1972. Deb
married Kirby Renton in 1994. They live near Lloydminster
with their three children: Gage, Brynn and Chase.
Norman and Evelyn spent their retirement years in
Turtleford. They were devoted parents and grandparents,
and active volunteers in the community. Over the years,
Norman and Evelyn made many trips to the Neepawa area
where they always had enjoyable visits with family and
friends. Norman passed away Apr. 24, 1996 and Evelyn
passed away Aug. 1, 1996. Both are buried at the Municipal
Cemetery, Turtleford.
CORA JANE BAKER and JOHN YOUNG:
Cora was the second child of George and Mary Baker.
She was born in Springhill, MB on Oct. 25, 1900.
On Mar. 18, 1925 she married John Young of Walsh,
AB. They moved to Daylesford, SK where they farmed
until moving to Vauxhall, AB in 1928. This is where John
started a trucking business. Cora was active in the Vauxhall
Women’s Institute and also enjoyed curling. She was a great
cook and we remember her homemade bread and buns.
They retired to Sooke, BC in 1958.
Their son, Harvey was born in Vauxhall. Harvey (Ella)
now lives in Nanaimo, BC and has three sons, four grandchildren and two great grandchildren.
John and Cora also raised their nephew, Jack Young.
Jack passed away on May 28, 2006.
Cora passed away in Victoria at age 85 on July 31,
1985 and John passed away on Mar. 18, 1992 at age 99.
John and Cora’s ashes were buried and marked in Bakers
Bluff in 1997 where they had done their courting some
73 years before.
FREDERICK BAKER:
Frederick Abner, second son of George and Mary,
was born Oct. 5, 1902. Fred attended school at Springhill,
lived with his parents and worked in the district. When
George and Mary moved to Neepawa – Fred moved with
them. After the death of his parents, Fred moved back to
the Springhill district and lived in the yard of his brother
Bert. Fred moved to East View Lodge in 1969 and passed
away in December, 1969.

RAY and ORMA BAKER:
After leaving school early, Ray worked for Roy Kilburn,
Swifts Packing, Eaton’s, the railroad, the Mid-Canada
line, and as a roughneck in the oil industry. After losing
the end of a finger in that mad business, he came home
to Springhill and decided to become a barber. A cousin
introduced him to Orma McCartney from Westbourne who
was teaching in Neepawa. Ray and Orma were married in
1959, lived in London, ON and Winnipeg before buying
his parents’ farm in Springhill and three quarters in Polonia
(SW 32-16-16-W) in 1971. Orma taught at Eden School
for 18 years. Their children attended Eden School and
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. In 1994, Ray and Orma
moved to Neepawa where they lived for five years before
moving to Penticton, BC.
Their eldest child, Lisa, married Mark Figge. They
have two children: Derek and Miranda. Lisa and Mark are
both retired from the Royal Canadian Air Force and live
in Kingston, ON. Paula, with husband, Doug Davies, has
one child, Aidan. They live and teach in Penticton. Bruce,
unmarried, lives and works for International Business
Machines in Markham, ON.

BERT (EGBERT) and MABEL BAKER:
As a young man, Bert worked in McCracken’s Sawmill
at Rat Lake. For the rest of his life, he told stories of Rat
Lake where he was paid fifty cents a day and where he met
a cute cookie named Mabel Carter of Empire district. In
1929, Bert bought the quarter east of his parents’ farm from
Richard McCracken (NW 36-15-16). Three years later,
Bert and Mabel, along with Bert’s sister, Ethel, and Mabel’s

R. G. (BOB) and ANNE BAKER:
Bob and Anne (Attwood) were born in the RM of
Rosedale and both lived their whole lives there encountering the many changes of the 20th century, from horsepower to tractors, automobiles and airplanes; kerosene
lamps to gas lights to electric, wood heating to coal oil,
gas to electric. Bob went to school at Springhill and later,
to Eden. Anne attended Clarksville School. Bob took
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BARRIE BAKER:
Barrie received his education at nearby Springhill
School. He started his work career with Ramsey Bird
road crew in 1960 and continued employment until 1965.
He met his wife Bernice (Hack) while working in Moose
Jaw, SK. Following her registered nurse graduation, they
married in October, 1965 and in December, they moved
into a house they had moved to the same yard as his
parents. Several times he did return to road construction
when his boss would call and ask him to operate the paving
machine for him.
In 1967, they bought the Joe Wabick half section
to start his farming career. Bernice was employed by
Neepawa District Memorial Hospital in 1966 and worked
there until 2001 retiring; at that time she was nursing
program manager.
Both were kept busy with farm and nursing work.
All four of their children attended school in Neepawa.
School activities as well as 4-H made many trips in and
out of Neepawa for both their parents. It was because
of 4-H that Barrie returned to cattle farming as well as
the grain side. Purebred Angus cattle have been a part of
Greenbush Angus for many years. In 2000, the Greenbush
Angus farm was recognized for 50 years of being in the
registered Angus breed.
In 2001, Tim took over the farm and Barrie retired to
advisor and farm help. Bernice retired in 2002.
Bonnie, the eldest, married Bill Pankiw and is farming
in the Red River Valley. They have four children: Brittany,
Kyle, Jacqueline and Tyler.
Jill married Ray Verwey and is farming south of Portage
la Prairie. They have four children: Rachel, Lindsay, Brice
and Randi.
Tammy, after working away on a dairy farm, returned
home and is employed at Brydges and Taylor Vet Clinic.
She spends most of her free time on the farm working
especially with Tim in the cattle operation, as well as
general farm work.
Tim married Wendy (Krueger) as I stated and have
taken over the farm. They have two children: Cora and
Carson. Wendy is employed at the Town of Neepawa
municipal office.
In 2001, we celebrated 125 years of continuous family
farming. Tim is the fifth generation of Greenbush Angus.
Farming seems to be bred in our family, as all our children
are involved in farming.

over Greenbush Farm (NE 35-15-16) from his father and
mother in 1934 and in the winter of 1935-36, Bob spent
the winter hauling ties from the Rat Lake Mill.
Bob continued farming and often played for dances
with his brother and sister. Bob talked of his Beautiful Lady
in Blue (the name of his favorite waltz) and in November,
1937 he married Anne in Franklin at the United Church
manse. They began their life together in a log house on
the family farm. For a number of years, they grew registered seed, raised registered black Minorka chickens, black
Birkshire pigs, as well as black horses and they even had
a black dog. In 1942, a Black Angus grade milk cow was
purchased from a man called McGee and she was suitably
named Molly. Now keeping with the tradition of black
stock, in 1946 after seeing a newspaper ad for Angus cattle
for sale, they bought their first purebred cow and bull, thus
the beginning of their history with Black Angus cattle, operating under the name of Greenbush with herd letter RBN.
Bob and Anne served their community well. They both
served on the Springhill School board in different capacities, along with charitable and other community events as
well as neighbors to all. They were members of the United
Church. Anne worked at the Neepawa hospital; she was
a life member (49 years) with the United Church Women
and Anne once said in conversation with her daughter, that
her greatest community achievement was compiling the
Rosedale Remembers Book in 1984.
Bob was presented a CAA honorary president pin
for his many years of promoting Angus cattle from the
Canadian Angus Association. His son Barrie, has continued in the Angus breed.
Bob and Anne’s children were: James (Hazel Bell);
Barrie (Bernice Hack); and Grace (Dennis Dunsmore).
They had eight grandchildren: Pat, Rick, Bonnie, Jill,
Tammy, Tim, Anne and Kelli. Bob and Anne enjoyed
every day with their family; and lived a very successful
life. They were great role-models for their hard working,
no-nonsense, trustworthy lifestyles.
Anne passed on very suddenly in November, 1991
and Bob resided, along with his black cat, in the house
his grandfather built in the late 1800s until his passing in
September, 1995.
JAMES and HAZEL BAKER:
James George, son of R.G. (Bob) and Anne Baker
married Hazel Marie Bell, daughter of C.B. (Bert) and
Evelyn Bell of Eden. Jim and Hazel live in the Springhill
district north west of Neepawa. They have two sons:
Patrick and Richard.
Pat and Tanya (Butterfield) live in Neepawa and have
a son Brayden James.
Rick and Jodi (Venables) live in the Clarksville district,
north of Franklin and have a son, Linden Edward and a
daughter Kennedy Alynne.

GRACE and DENNIS DUNSMORE:
Grace Anne was born in November, 1946 and attended
Springhill School and NACI. Good times were enjoyed
growing up on the family farm, riding the pony, and participating in sports.
After high school, Grace attended business college in
Brandon and secured employment with Swift Canadian
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an excellent seamstress and was forever working on one
garment or another.
Bill and Ethel had one son Larry and one grandson
Dean. Ethel loved to travel with her friends to Florida and
Hawaii and always enjoyed her yearly visit with her son
and grandson in British Columbia.
Ethel resided in the Neepawa Elks Manor but after
suffering from a fall, she spent the remainder of her life in
East View Lodge. She passed away in May, 2001.

Co. in Neepawa. Before her marriage to Dennis Dunsmore
in Neepawa in July, 1966, Grace worked for the Royal
Bank of Canada in Calgary and Winnipeg.
Dennis obtained his journeyman carpenter’s papers and
worked on construction for many years; working primarily
in the northern and western Canada. The family lived in
Winnipeg, where Grace worked for the Canadian Imperial
Bank of Commerce until 1987, when they then moved to
British Columbia to join Dennis’ father and brother in the
family business (Ridge Home Building Centre) situated
in Maple Ridge. Grace worked as bookkeeper and after
five years, the decision was made to return to construction
and to banking.
Grace and Dennis have two daughters: the eldest,
Shelley Anne (Scott Carroll) has one daughter, Olive Anne;
and the youngest Kelli Rae has one son, Max. Over the
years, many happy family vacations have been enjoyed in
Canada and in several southern destinations.
Presently, Dennis is the building services manager
for a senior care facility in Vancouver and Grace works
for CIBC retail operations. Anne and Kelli are currently
working in the film industry; Anne in the hair department
and Kelli in the costume department. They all reside in
Vancouver, BC and family times still remain a priority.

LARRY B. ALLEN:
Larry Allen was born in February, 1941 and grew up
at Howden. He attended Mountain View School and NACI.
After high school, Larry attended Manitoba Technical
Institute and became a radio operator securing employment with the Department of Transport. He worked at
Frobisher Bay on Baffin Island and in other parts of
Quebec. He later moved to British Columbia and worked
for BC Telephone.
Larry married Odette Lachesseur and they had one
son, William Dean Allen born at Frobisher Bay.
Larry and Dean both reside in Vancouver, BC. Over the
years Larry has traveled to many southern points either by
plane, car or motorcycle; and he enjoys his daily walks on
the Stanley Park sea wall. Larry is now retired after many
years with BC Telephone. Dean is employed by Securicor
Protection Services (Armored Truck Division).

ETHEL and WILLIAM (BILL) ALLEN:
Ethel Elizabeth Mary was born in June, 1915 in the
RM of Rosedale. She attended Springhill School and
Neepawa Collegiate. She learned music at an early age and
became an excellent pianist. Ethel and her brothers formed
a band and played for many dances. Ethel married William
(Bill) Allen in 1938 and went to live in the residence at
Howden elevator (an area landmark); where Bill was the
elevator agent for the Ogilvie Company. This operation
was year round and during the busy season it was often a
24/7 undertaking. This was a very busy place as it had at
least one train a day. Ethel helped Bill with bookkeeping.
They grew a nice vegetable garden with lovely flowers and
often provided shelter for many a stranded traveler on a
stormy night. As well, their home was a stopping place,
for many in the community who would call in for a chat
or for some help.
Ethel was a long time member of the Order of the
Eastern Star, Naomi Chapter No. 11, holding a number of
offices. Bill was a member of the Masonic Lodge. They
were members of the United Church and Ethel belonged
to the United Church Women.
Bill passed away in December, 1964 and Ethel moved
from Howden to Neepawa. She worked for the Osborne
Senior Citizens Home for a number of years. Ethel continued to be involved in the community and was often called
upon to play the piano at various locations and events.
She enjoyed curling and watching other sports. Ethel was

BALDWIN, FREDA
(See Langford book)
Parents Anna and Fred Becker emigrated from Russia
in the 1900s and were married in Winnipeg in 1915.
Following their marriage, they moved to Rhein, SK, where
Freda and twin sister Florence were born in 1919. There
were twelve siblings: Pauline, William, twins Freda and
Florence, Katherine, Jonathon, Miriam, a brother Alvin
passed away at eight weeks of age, Dorothy, Eleanor, Betty
and Kenneth.

Sisters: Eleanor, Dorothy, Miriam, Katherine and twins
Florence and Freda
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William and Freda’s family
L to R: Keith, Betty, Lynn, Dorothy and Edwin
Becker Family
Back Row: Dorothy Weibking, Pauline Fondrich
(deceased), William Becker (deceased), Florence
Gilbert, Freda Baldwin, Jonathon Becker (deceased),
Miriam Roemmick, Katherine Cox
Front Row: Eleanor Gobut, Father Rev. Fred Becker,
Kenneth Becker, Mother Anna Becker, Betty Belsher

In January, 1985 Freda married Harvey Baldwin. He
died Aug. 23, 1985.
In 1998, Freda moved to Ada Street in Neepawa where
she lived for five and one half years. In March, 2005 she
moved to Kinsmen Kourts.

The children took their schooling in Rhein, SK. At 14
years old Freda worked as a domestic.
In March of 1951, Freda came to work for Bill Byram
and they married in August of the same year. Bill has two
boys: Keith and Edwin, from a previous marriage.
From the union of Bill and Freda three girls were
born: Betty, Lynn and Dorothy. They lived on a farm in
the Oberon district. Bill passed away Dec. 1, 1973. Freda
stayed on at the farm until September, 1998.

January, 1985 Marriage of Harvey and Freda Baldwin

BALL, JOE and STRACHAN, CALEY
In 1994, I (Joe) was settled by the United Church
in Ochre River, MB where I served as minister to three
congregations. As Caley and I both had family and friends
in Winnipeg (our hometown), we made frequent trips
through Neepawa. We were always struck by the beauty
of the elms lining the highway, as they reminded us both
of growing up in the city. After a couple of years, just
passing through, Caley started to wonder if perhaps there
was a United Church in Neepawa, too.
When I learned that a position would be opening in
1998, I also started to wonder if perhaps we might be
called to this community. In July, we arrived with our
daughter Emma Morag, who had just turned two. We

August 18, 1951 William and Freda Byram
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bought our first home, on Third Avenue. The older folks
still know it as “Mrs. Sweet’s house,” but it has become
very much a home to us. In April of 1999, our son Angus
Minto was born at the Neepawa Hospital. Not long after,
Caley found work with the Addictions Foundation of
Manitoba; and while I have served the United Church
congregations in Arden, Brookdale and Neepawa, she has
served the communities of Erickson, Carberry, Minnedosa
and Neepawa with the AFM.
In addition to our working lives, we have also found
time to do some volunteering. Caley volunteers with
the Holiday Festival of the Arts board, and Joe with the
Neepawa and District Fine Arts Festival, the Salvation
Army, the United Way Campaign, the Roxy Theatre board,
and the Neepawa Community Kitchen.
Having kids has given us a good excuse to have fun,
also. Family holidays have taken us on canoe trips in northern Ontario, and we have spent weeks camping around
the countryside. When at home, Emma and Angus have
had fun playing soccer, taking piano lessons with Belinda
Critchlow, and studying the French language with Sister
Aline Comeau here in Neepawa. Emma has also enjoyed
dance classes in Minnedosa, with Crystal Scott. Joe has
spent many years curling in Arden, and while in Neepawa
took up marathon running. That and the restoration of an
old Lambretta scooter are sure signs of a man in mid-life
crisis.
But our decade in Neepawa has not been a crisis.
Rather, it has been a blessing. We have felt ourselves at
home here, among many good neighbours and friends.

Keith and Lois
In June, 1984, the Bank of Montreal transferred Keith
to Neepawa. The older children Cameron (Lakehead), Greg
(McMaster) and Kathie (University of Manitoba) were
away at university. Through the years, when people asked
“where would you like to get transferred”, the answer was
always the same, Neepawa. They were thrilled to be back
on the prairies, it was like coming home!
Neepawa had so much to offer and was a fun place
to live. They lived on Adams Avenue. Everyone loved
the curling, golfing, and bridge. Keith joined Rotary, was
on the finance committee of the United Church, and a
member of the Chamber of Commerce. Lois was in Inner
Wheel and bowled with the “seniors”. She would give her
good friend, Gladys Buchanan, a ride to bowling and was
thrilled when they asked her to join. She was an honorary
member since she was in her late forties and technically
did not qualify!
Warren completed his high school at Neepawa. He
graduated from McMaster University (1992) with a
Bachelor of Arts (Economics). In 1995, he graduated from
the University of Manitoba with a Bachelor of Education
(Dean’s Honor Roll). He started working for the Bank of
Montreal, in Winnipeg, as a summer student and made it
his career. Many ex-Neepawa people bowl, golf and play
baseball together in Winnipeg.

BANKS, KEITH and LOIS
Submitted by Lois Mayor
Keith was born in Davidson, SK. This was where his
schooling began as well as his career with the Bank of
Montreal. Back then, bankers got transferred often and
he worked at fifteen different branches in Saskatchewan,
Manitoba and northern Ontario during his time with the
bank.
Lois was born in Yorkton, SK. Her parents, Oscar and
Doris Wallin moved to Gladstone on Mar. 8, 1948. On July
8, 1955, Lois started working for the Bank of Montreal;
Keith had just been transferred to Gladstone. Their working
relationship grew into a life partnership and 5 years later,
on Apr. 16, 1960 they married at the Gladstone United
Church. Their first home was North Battleford, SK where
their first child Cameron Blake (1961) was born. Three
more children followed, all with different birthplaces;
Gregory Keith (1962) in Regina; Kathie Jeanne (1963) in
Nipawin and Warren Garth (1971) in Souris.

216

Katherine was born on May 28, 1919 to Peter and
Katherine (nee Harder) Wiebe of Herbert, SK. She married
Jake Funk in 1938 and they have eight children: Menno in
1939 of Salmon Arm, BC; Rudy in 1940-1969, daughters
Dorothy and Leona died as young children; Harry in 1946
of Kamloops, BC; Florence Green in 1948 of Winnipeg;
Fred in 1950 of Brandon and Norman in 1952 of Brandon.
Katherine passed away in November, 1986.
In April, 1993 Jake married Sarah McGreevy (nee
Dueck) of Chicago, United States, originally from Lowe
Farm. Jake passed away in November, 2002 and Sarah
moved to Winnipeg.

BANNERMAN, RICK and CAROL

Warren

Submitted by Rick and Carol

Keith and Lois celebrated twenty-five years of marriage
with their Neepawa friends in April, 1985. Those friendships were a blessing, when one year later on Oct. 19,
1986, while on his way to a bank meeting Keith had a heart
attack and passed away in Vancouver, BC. He is buried in
the beautiful Neepawa cemetery overlooking his favorite
spot, the golf course.
The family was overwhelmed by the support received
when Keith passed away. They had only lived there two
years but Keith had touched the hearts of many people.
He always had a cheery ‘hello’ and a big smile for all he
greeted. Lois was treasurer of the Neepawa Drop In Centre
when it was under construction. When Keith passed away,
several thousand dollars were donated in his memory.
In 1990, Lois married Norm Mayor in the Gladstone
United Church. They built a new home on Dominion Road
in Neepawa. In 2002, they moved to Kenora, ON and now
live on beautiful Lake of the Woods in the summer and
Mesa, Arizona in the winter.

Richard Bannerman, born 1961 in Minnedosa, MB
is the youngest and only son of William Bannerman and
Barbara Orr of Minnedosa. The family moved to Neepawa
in 1975 when William was transferred with the Manitoba
Liquor Commission.
Graduating from Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute in
1979, Rick pursued many careers including the oil rigs,
glazier, funeral director, and ambulance attendant. He
has, for the last 20 years, been employed by the Neepawa
Regional Health Centre as a nursing orderly.
In 1983, Rick married Carol Barber born in 1963 in
Neepawa. Carol is the youngest daughter of Gerald Barber
and Vera Miller of Birnie, MB. Carol attended nursing
school, had a career change, and has been employed by
Beautiful Plains Credit Union for 20 years. They have two
children: Mathew born in 1985 graduated from NACI and
is attending school in Brandon, and Leah born in 1992 is
attending NACI. They recently purchased land in the RM
of Langford where they presently reside.

BANMAN, JACOB and KATHERINE
Submitted by Marion Kolesar
Jacob Banman was born on Nov. 11, 1919 to Peter
and Agnetha (nee Kroeker) Banman of Lowe Farm, MB.
Jake took his schooling in Lowe Farm to Grade 8. Then,
he went to work at various jobs, from farm help to working
in the bush camps in Ontario and British Columbia and
the gold mines in Ontario.
In July, 1949, Jake bought the SW ¼ of 26-16-14 as
well as the East ½ of 26-16-14 in the RM of Lansdowne,
where he had a mixed farm and raised Charlais cattle.
In 1963, he married Katherine Funk (nee Wiebe) and
they had four children: Jim in 1954 of Winnipeg; John in
1958 of Souris; Dorothy Falk in 1960 of Brookdale and
Marion Kolesar in 1961 of Arden.
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BARANIUK, NICHOLAS and ANNIE

Nicholas and Annie have thirteen grandchildren.
Lawrence and his wife Joan, married in July, 1958,
have three children: Mark, born February, 1964; Marcie,
born March, 1966; and Chris, born September, 1968. Mark
passed away September, 1992. Marcie married Wayne
Armstrong in 1989 and has a daughter Wynne Taylor,
born May, 2001. Marcie and her family live in Headingly,
MB.
Margaret and husband Jack Forsythe married in 1954
and have three children: Robert (Bob) Allison, born March,
1958; Brian John, born April, 1960; and Kimberley Ann,
born March, 1964. Bob married Carol Stodgell in April,
1986. They live in Winnipeg. Brian is not married. He
lives in Winnipeg. Kimberley was married and has one
daughter, MacKenzie Allison, born July, 2003. They live
in Winnipeg.
Inky and husband Ron Forsman married in 1958
and have four children: Dwayne, born August, 1958;
Kelly, born December, 1962; Sharran, born May, 1968;
and Kristine (Kris) born January, 1971. Dwayne married
Christine Bogucki in May, 1981 and they have a daughter,
Alanna, born November, 1992. Dwayne and his family
live in Winnipeg. Kelly was married and has two daughters, Robyn, born September, 1984 and Corrie, born April,
1986. Kelly lives in Winnipeg. Sharran was married and
has two sons, Riordan, born January, 1990 and Ryerson,
born August, 1996. Kris is married to Brad Tesarski. They
have two daughters: Emily, born November, 2003 and
Olivia born June, 2006.
Betty has two sons: Darren and Kerry.
Bernadette has one son, Brendan, born January, 1989.
They live in Vancouver, BC.

Submitted by Margaret Forsythe
In 1962, due to ill health, Nick retired from farming in
Mountain Road, MB and he and Annie moved to Neepawa.
Nick was then employed at Swifts of Neepawa for two
years. He passed away in 1969. Annie was employed with
the Neepawa Hospital laundry department until she retired
in 1977. Annie enjoyed traveling all over the world after
retirement until her health slowed her down.

Annie Baraniuk 1981
Annie lived in the house they had built on Bradley
Boulevard until 2000, when she moved to an apartment
at the Kinsmen Kourts. In November, 2006 Annie moved
to East View Lodge where she still resides.
Of Nick and Annie’s five children, Inky Forsman
passed away in 1998, Lawrence and Betty passed away
in 2004. Margaret, whose husband Jack Forsythe passed
away in March 2006, still lives in Winnipeg. Bernadette
lives in Vancouver, BC.

BARILLA, DON and JULIE

Nick and Annie Baraniuk family in 1954
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BARKMAN, LOUIS

Don was born June 18, 1941, attended school in Eden,
and upon completion began farming along with his parents,
Mike and Stella and brother Victor.
On April 16, 1966 Don married Julie Ann Wiezbinski,
whose parents, Frank and Anne farmed in the Brookdale
area. Julie was born July 25, 1943, attended school in
Brookdale and Winnipeg, and worked at Great West Life
before being married.
They moved to the former Ennis farm, two miles
north of Eden, and farmed there raising hogs, cattle and
grain. Julie also works part time as secretary at J.M. Young
School. During that time, they were involved in many
community activities in Eden.
In 1990, they moved to Neepawa, purchasing their
home from Dr. Macklim and his wife, Holly. Don continued to farm until 1995 and then sold to the Riverside
Hutterite Colony. This farm, north of Eden, is now known
as Rolling Acres Colony. Julie still works at J.M. Young
School until the spring of 2008.
In 1998, they took on the project of converting the town
gully in front of their house into various flower beds. Visitors
from all over, overseas included, have come to view these
gardens. This keeps them busy during the summers, but they
still enjoy spending time on the golf course.
They volunteer at East View Lodge, and Julie has been
involved with the Manitoba Summer Games, Neepawa
Lily Committee, Palliative Care and Cancer Support. In
winter, they like to travel and have been through most of
the United States, Caribbean Islands and overseas. They
are enjoying their retirement in Neepawa and find it a
great place to live.

Louis Barkman was born Aug. 21, 1932, the fifth child
in a family of nine, in the RM of Ste. Anne, MB. The 1929
financial collapse and the depression effect followed by
World War II, brought about many hardships and challenges. This helped to encourage work ethics that are worth
looking back to. In 1954, I began working for my older
brother as a carpenter.
On Dec. 2, 1955, Kathleen Wiebe and I were married at
Steinbach, MB. Kathleen was born and grew up there. We
lived in Steinbach where I worked at carpentry until 1962.
Two daughters were born there: Karen Faye in 1957 and
Lorna Joan in 1959. Karen married Dennis Wohlgemuth
in 1977 and Lorna married Terry Duncalfe in 1980.
In September of 1962, we purchased a farm at Fullarton,
ON. Our crops consisted mostly of corn and beans with
feeder hogs being the main source of income. We enjoyed
the experience of farming in another part of the country,
until the tug to return to Manitoba brought us back to
the Steinbach area in April of 1970. Two more children
were born in St. Mary’s, ON: Douglas Wayne in 1962 and
Elizabeth Joyce in 1966. Douglas married Marsha Isaac in
1986 and Elizabeth married Kevin Friesen in 1991.
We purchased 40 acres in the Clearspring area, near
Steinbach, and raised feeder hogs for the next ten years.
This venture served us well. However, the opportunity for
the family to get established in farming in that area was
not very feasible. In the fall of 1979, we became aware
of farms for sale in the Neepawa and surrounding areas,
through real estate ads. We came to investigate and were
favorably impressed, finding the folks friendly and receptive, which we appreciated and still do.
In the spring of 1980, we purchased a half section
from Lloyd Laing on 8-17-14 in the RM of Lansdowne,
2 1/3 miles east of Birnie. We lived in the “Little Pink
House” at “Five Roads Corner” until 1983, when we built
a house half a mile south on the Arden road, where our
barn was situated. At that time our children, Terry and
Lorna Duncalfe, moved here from British Columbia and
bought an acreage. In the spring of 1993, we purchased
a quarter section, SW 17-17-14 to the north of us from
Dave Swiscoski. Douglas and his family moved into the
home place. In January of 1997, Douglas purchased the
original half section with the hog operation. We continued cash cropping three quarters for another five years.
In 2000, we sold the quarter section with buildings to our
children, Terry and Lorna, and we built a retirement house,
11 Government Road in Birnie.
We feel God has blessed our decision to move here
27 years ago. We are members of the Church of God in
Christ (Mennonite) and the church is situated near Birnie.
At the time of this writing, we are enjoying our retirement,
meeting with family, neighbors and friends.

BARKMAN, DOUG
Submitted by Doug and Marsha
We, Doug and Marsha (Isaac) were married on Apr.
27, 1986. Our first residence was the big farm house on the
Graham Francis farm, seven miles north of Arden, which
we rented. Doug’s parents fixed up the house and we lived
there from April until August of the next year. In 1990, we
purchased this farm. Then, because of Doug farming hogs
and grain with his dad, it seemed more convenient to live
closer to their place. We bought Brian Wolaniuk’s house
trailer and moved it onto mom and dad’s yard.
Our three girls were born while living there: Jane in
1988, Christa in 1990 and Melissa in 1992.
May of 1993, saw another change and we moved into
the house Doug’s parents built on 8-17-14, the Lloyd Lang
farm. In 1997, Doug took over the farm proper.
Since living here, our three boys have joined the
family: Reagan in 1996, Troy in 1999 and Stefan in 2002.
Our children attend Shady Oak Christian School.
We enjoy living here and appreciate our neighbors.
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BASKERVILLE, GEORGE and MAVIS

tors each fall, moving bales. They also have two children:
daughter Christine and son Daniel.
Christine has been working with children and is a sign
language interpreter for the hearing impaired. In July of
2006, she married Cory Cairns and has one son, Kyle,
and a baby due in May, 2007. They reside in Boissevain,
MB at this time, and Cory works for a division of Irvin
Goodon Industries Ltd.
Daniel works for KCATT trucking, another division
of Goodon’s, running a semi-tractor on long and short
hauls. In July of 2004, he married Lori Turner and they
reside on their farmland a few miles from his parents. Lori
works in their local Riverside municipal office and is a
hair stylist as well.
Our son David married Bonnie Paramor of Arden, MB
in November of 1978. They settled on the Paramor homeland and had a dairy herd. A few years ago, they discontinued their dairy business and Bonnie increased their sheep
flock. David went to work for Prairie Forest Industries Ltd.
where he welded, designed, and repaired machinery for
quite a few years. He then became a long haul semi-tractor
driver. He presently drives for Light Way Transport Inc.,
taking long and short hauls. They also raised two children:
son Michael and daughter Jennifer.
Michael is to marry Amanda Becker in May, 2007.
They reside in Neepawa. Michael works for Manitoba
Hydro all around western Manitoba. Amanda works for
Morning Star Steel in Brandon.
Jennifer has taken over ownership of their large flock
of sheep and has done well, (with mom’s help). Jennifer
has also worked for Safeway in Neepawa for eight years
and is lead hand of their night crew. Jennifer and Jason
Martens plan to marry in the near future and will reside
near his mixed family farm outside Elbow, SK.
Our son Murray moved to Calgary, AB after graduating from college. He worked for Canadian Grain Growers
Geophysical Data Processing Services as a shift supervisor
in computer operations for nine years. This job involved
the processing of seismic survey data from all over the
world for oil companies.
In 1985, George was diagnosed with Parkinson’s
disease, which forced him to retire from Murray’s Garage
and give up actively farming. We rented out most of our
land, keeping only the home quarter for me to work, with
plenty of George’s input. In 1990, Murray moved home
to help his dad and myself. He then started working for
Home Hardware in Neepawa as well, and is in his 16th
year this 2007.
Since that time, because of uncontrolled dust from
high traffic volumes on our gravel road, my respiratory
problems became so bad that we were forced to leave our
home of 50 years. However, we still retain what is now a
fourth generation farm.

Submitted By Mavis Baskerville
George Baskerville and Mavis McClay were married
in 1956. We lived and worked on George’s third generation family farm south of Franklin, MB. We raised three
children, daughter Gayle, son Murray and second son
David.

Mavis, David, George, Murray, Gayle
During those years, we ran a mixed farming operation, then down-sized the livestock when George went to
work for a local machinery dealer in Neepawa. He then
switched to a General Motors garage, where he got his
mechanic’s papers and later became a front-end alignment specialist. He worked in that area, plus farmed, for
well over 25 years. Meantime, I gradually concentrated
all livestock into an Arabian horse breeding, training, and
showing operation, registered as Shamarr Arabians, which
operated for 17 years.
Our children took their primary education at Franklin
School until it closed. They then finished their education
at Neepawa schools and all graduated from Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute. While at school, Murray and David,
worked their way through the ranks of the Royal Canadian
Air Cadets Squadron No. 9, where they both achieved
scholarships for sailplane and powered aircraft pilots’
licenses. After high school, Gayle and David entered the
general work force, while Murray attended and graduated
from Radio College of Canada in Toronto, with his senior
engineering technician diploma.
Gayle worked mainly on horse farms, then met and
married Timothy Bessant of Margaret, MB in October of
1978. They purchased a farm near Margaret and started a
cow/calf operation. Gayle worked 20 years at the Pelican
Lake Training Centre, with the mentally challenged and
Timothy drove highway semi-tractors. They now own two
highway tractors and trailers and Gayle helps by driving
one of them. They do a lot of hauling with both trac-
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arrived in Canada, they started farming for themselves in
the School District of Freeland.

Mr. And Mrs. Batchelor in their yard
Elizabeth Mary Baker was born in 1896 at Deeping
St. James, County of Lincolnshire, England. She came to
Canada with her sister Florence in 1913 and they worked
as ‘hired girls’ for farmers’ wives in the Oberon district.
Albert and Elizabeth met and were married in Brandon on
Dec. 4, 1916 and they lived on the SE 13-13-16 in the RM
of Langford, known as the ‘Freeland Place’. Later, they
purchased a farm in North Cypress, south and east of the
village of Oberon on the SW 27-12-15, where their only
daughter, Dorothy, was born. They returned to England in
about 1924 intending to buy property and take up farming
in their homeland. However, they were not happy there,
and returned to Canada and rented a farm for one year
in the Wellwood district. In 1927 they purchased the SW
32-14-15 in the RM of Langford, from a man by the name
of Sam Harris, and in the spring of that year, they moved
from Wellwood to Neepawa. In 1929, they purchased the
NW 29-14-15 from the estate of Edmund Bray.
It is a special note of interest that the home of the
Batchelor family on the SW 32-14-15, then owned by
Richard Halpenny, was the location of the first Langford
council meeting on Jan. 6, 1891, when the municipalities of Osprey and Glendale joined to form the RM of
Langford.
In 1929 Albert and Elizabeth started a dairy business,
which they operated until their retirement in 1941. During
this time, they became known as ‘Pop and Grace’ and many

George and Mavis
With Murray’s help, we built a lovely handicap
friendly home in the Westcreek Estates in Neepawa, which
we moved into in October, 2005. In January of 2006, our
children and extended family put on a come and go tea,
to celebrate 50 years of marriage. It was a wonderful
day with many thanks to our family and all our guests.
Murray resides with us and is a tremendous help in so
many ways.
In 2007 we purchased a second lot beside our new
home, which is being turned into another community minipark by the Lily Festival group and ourselves. All our great
neighbors have volunteered to help care for it during the
summer months too. Thank you to everyone.

BATCHELOR FAMILY
Submitted by Dorothy Brown
(see pages 384-385 of Heritage Book)
Albert Batchelor was born in 1888 at Old Romney,
County of Kent, England. His father was a shepherd and he
was one of a family of thirteen. He and his brother Frank
came to Canada in 1907 and worked as farm hands for
local farmers in the Oberon district. Five years after they
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and even though they were very busy, they always had
time to work to support their Church and attend services
when they could.

bottles of milk were delivered from door to door and quite
a few were left ‘for free’ because the thirties were rough
and ‘Pop’ would say “those kids had to have milk”. It was
a familiar sight to see his milk wagon loaded with kids
wanting a ride around the block. It is believed that former
Neepawa resident, Margaret Laurence was referring to
Bert Batchelor when she wrote the following short story
entitled “Where The World Began”: “In winter, we used to
hitch rides on the back of the milk sleigh, our moccasins
squeaking and slithering on the hard rutted snow of the
roads, our hands in ice bubbled mitts hanging onto the box
edge of the sleigh for dear life, while Bert grinned at us
through his great frosted moustache and shouted the horse
into speed, daring us to “stay put.”

Bert and his milk wagon ready for the parade in
Neepawa’s 50th in 1933

Elizabeth (Grace) Batchelor; Dorothy (Montgomery)
Brown, daughter; Gail Cathcart, granddaughter;
Scott Cathcart, great grandson

Some of the dairy herd waiting to be milked

Their daughter Dorothy married Gordon Montgomery
in 1940 and they have three daughters: Maureen (Mrs.
Cecil Pittman) of Neepawa; Gail (Mrs. Lawrence Cathcart)
living in the RM of Rosedale; and Lynne living in Winnipeg.
Gail and Lawrence have four boys: Scott, born in 1962;
Kevin, born in 1964; Derek, born in 1966 and Myles born
in 1971.
Albert retired from his dairy business in 1941 at the
age of 53, and his son-in-law Gordon farmed the land
until his death at 43 in 1956. The Montgomery’s also had
a dairy business, but their milk was sold in bulk to a milk
pasteurizing plant.
Albert and Elizabeth enjoyed their retirement and were
able to return to their beloved England three times to visit
relatives. Albert died in 1966 at the age of 78 and Elizabeth
died in 1976 at the age of 80. They may not have been
considered pioneers in the true sense of homesteading the
land, but they left their mark in the communities in which
they lived.
After Gordon’s death in 1956, Dorothy, with the
moral support of her parents, went to work for the Town
of Neepawa municipal office. Dorothy enjoyed an exciting career as secretary there until 1967, when she took
charge of the office of RM of Langford as secretary- trea-

Their days were long and their work was done with
no modern conveniences. They had no time to enjoy any
social life as their day started at 4:00 am, doing the milking
and filling the bottles, and Albert would be in Neepawa
with his horse and wagon filled full of bottles of milk by
8:00 am. By 1:00 pm he would be back home with a wagon
full of empty bottles to be washed and sterilized. By 4:00
pm – back to milking the cows again and filling the bottles,
and so it went – seven days a week, winter and summer.
Their only outside activity was their Church. They were
dedicated supporters of the St. James Anglican Church
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We enjoyed almost 66 years of life together, when at age
90, Rad passed away Oct. 12, 2004.

surer, where she efficiently handled all problems that came
her way. In the meantime, the land was sold to Harold
Ishenberg, and the two houses were retained as residence
of Albert and Elizabeth and Dorothy and her family. In
1964, she married Don Brown. Don worked as a carpenter
at Shilo Military base. They lived in the residence on the
farm until 1971 at which time they purchased a home on
Mountain Avenue and moved into the town of Neepawa.
Both retired at the end of 1981.
Upon retirement the two of them enjoyed traveling in
Canada and overseas. The first trip was to the Maritimes
reliving places read about in school history. Further trips
were to visit famous World War II battle sites. They traveled to southwest France for D-Day celebrations and V-E
Day in Holland and Belgium, with the special pleasure of
being so warmly received especially at Appledorn, Holland
where they, and all Canadians, were welcomed with open
arms.
Sadly, we must report the passing of Dorothy’s daughter, Maureen Pittman in 1993. Following Don’s passing
in 1999, Dorothy lived on in their cozy little home on
Mountain Avenue, enjoying her many grandchildren and
daughters Gail and Lynne. Gail’s family story will be
found elsewhere in this book.
Lynne works at the Health Sciences Centre in Winnipeg
in the endocrinology department, a position she has held
for a good number of years. She and good friend Bob
Tyghe take Dorothy out shopping, as well as many good
shows and theatre productions.
Son-in-law Cecil Pittman and good friend Joan Enns
are very supportive of Dorothy in Neepawa and they attend
many Sunday brunches and outings in their spare time.
In 2006, Dorothy moved into Elks Manor, a senior’s
apartment block, where she takes an active part in all activities. She enjoys a keen game of bridge with her many
friends as well as enjoying ‘coffees’ and lunches with
longtime close friends from school days and other happy
associations. She enjoys life.

Radley and I moved into the Elks Manor in August,
2000, where I still reside. I have been blessed with good
health, so enjoy the activities in the Manor. I was the first
Welcome Wagon hostess for Neepawa. After 25 years, I
retired in 1985. I have been active in Knox Presbyterian
Church. I’m one of the first members of Heather Club,
ladies group. Due to age, we are now just a social group.
We still meet once a month. I still sing in the church choir
and make an occasional cake for the church. I’m the only
remaining charter member of the Royal Purple Lodge,
which folded in 2005. I had 43 years of perfect attendance.
I bowled for many years but had to give that up when
Arthur (itis) came to live in my knees. Knitting has always
been my hobby since I was a child. I used to go to several
craft sales to sell it; however I only go to one now.
Radley and I raised three sons: Bill, Terry, and Alan.
Bill, wife Beatrice and family all live in or around Portage
la Prairie. Bill retired in June, 2004, after working 47 years
in Neepawa Press and Vopni Press. They have four daughters: Patricia, Kimberley, Gaylene, and Valerie, and one
son Kelly.
Patricia lost her husband Larry Todd with cancer Mar.
8, 2006 at 45 years of age. Patricia works in the Portage la
Prairie hospital. They have one son, Ryan, and a daughter
Laurie and husband Robbie Murray.
Kim and husband John live near High Bluff, but both
work in Portage la Prairie. They have one son Richard,
who works in Calgary.
Kelly and first wife Donna had one son Jamie. Donna
passed away at 38 years with cancer. Kelly is a transport
truck driver. He and present wife have two daughters: Faith
and Marcedes.

BATES, RADLEY and FLORENCE
Submitted by Florence Bates
Radley (Rad) started his working career as a baker at
the age of 14, at the local bakery, owned by Sam Seaborn.
Rad worked long hours, seven days a week for $6.00 a
week. He loved the work. Fortunately, his health was good,
as there never was an excuse to miss a day’s work. He
retired after 54 years in the same location. Thanks to Stu
Lindsay, a long time friend, the Chamber of Commerce
presented Rad with a plaque from the community for his
long time service. After Rad’s retirement, we were able to
spend more time at our summer cottage at Wood’s Creek.

223

ing a Master’s Degree in Guidance and Counselling at
BU.
Their three young daughters are: Jenna Frances (Oct.
1, 2003), Claire Ann (Jan. 19, 2005), and Allison Rae
(Feb. 7, 2007). They enjoy living on their farm in the RM
of Langford.

Gaylene has one daughter Leaza and granddaughter
Auna Lynne and one son Danny.
Valerie and husband Chris Simon live near Oakville,
but both work in Portage la Prairie. They have two daughters: Stephanie and Christine.
Terry and first wife Frances always lived in Neepawa.
They had two daughters: Bev and Theresa. Frances passed
away with cancer Jan. 2, 1988. Bev was only 13 years and
Theresa two months old. Bev is now married to Kevin
Wardle, and they live in Brandon. Bev is an educational
assistant at Forrest High School, and Kevin works for
Maple Leaf Pork Plant. They have a daughter Katelyn
and a son Dylan.
Ray and Kelly Drayson adopted Theresa. We were
fortunate to have her raised in the community. We have
seen her grow up and attended many of her school activities. She has been included in our special family activities.
Bev and Theresa have a very close relationship. Theresa
graduated this year and has a job at Canadian Tire in
Brandon.
Terry and Carol were married June 30, 1990. Terry
is transportation supervisor for Beautiful Plains School
Division. Carol has worked at Chalet Carpets for 30 years.
Carol has one daughter Jennifer and son Jason from a
previous marriage. Jennifer is married to Gary Funk and
they live in Arden. Gary is a farmer and Jennifer drives
to Brandon five days a week to work. They have one son
Oscar. Jason is in the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and
stationed at Powerview, MB.
Alan lives in Neepawa but works nights in Brandon
driving for Four Way Taxi Co. Alan and his wife Joyce
divorced. They have one son Barry who lives in Winnipeg.
After graduating from university with a commerce degree,
Barry works for C.B. Richard Ellis Real Estate. Alan’s
daughter Rachelle was accidentally killed in a car accident a few days before her tenth birthday. Alan’s favorite
pastime is his computer.

BEAUMONT, MARVIN and KAREN
Submitted by Marvin and Karen
Marvin Richard Beaumont is the fifth child of Richard
(Dick) and Eva Beaumont (nee Shirritt). He was born in
Minnedosa on Nov. 9, 1953 and raised on the family farm
in the Gordon district. He graduated from Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute in 1971, served a two-year mission
for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints from
1973-1975, graduated from Brandon University in 1977,
and received his designation as a chartered accountant in
1982.
Karen Leslie Stouffer, the oldest child of Lew and
Anita Stouffer (nee Paige), was born in Brandon on Mar.
10, 1957. Lew was employed by Manitoba Hydro, and
was transferred from Brandon to Morden, then Neepawa,
and back to Brandon. Karen attended school in Neepawa
from Grade 4-11 (1966-1974). She graduated in 1975 from
Crocus Plains High School in Brandon. After graduation,
she took her nursing at Brandon General Hospital, graduating in 1977 as a registered nurse.
Marvin and Karen met in Brandon in 1975, and were
married on Nov. 24, 1977. They were both employed
in Winnipeg at that time. After a year of marriage, they
decided to leave the city and move back to the Neepawa
area. Marvin’s brother, Raymond, had purchased an old
farmhouse north of the village of Franklin that he was
having restored, and he needed someone to live in it. So, in
November, 1978, Marvin and Karen moved into what was
known as the ‘old Ward house’. It had been built by Peter
McMartin in 1902, and is located in the RM of Rosedale
on SW 18-15-16. They have lived in that home ever since,
eventually buying it from Raymond.
Marvin was employed at the accounting firm of
Johnson and Glennie, which merged with Meyers Norris
Penny in 1987. He later became a partner in the business
and took over management of their Neepawa office. Karen
worked at the Neepawa Hospital, but only on a casual
basis, as her main focus was her job as mother to the five
children who joined the family. She was busy keeping up
with their many activities including band, choir, scouts,
major productions and sports.
Ian Derek was born on Oct. 5, 1981. He graduated from
NACI in 1999, served a two year mission in Denmark, and
then graduated from the University of Winnipeg with a
science degree in 2006. He married Erin Michelle Fraser

BEAUMONT, JIM
Submitted by Cheryl Beaumont
James Anthony (Jim), son of Dennis and Leona
Beaumont of the Franklin district was born Jan. 15,
1971. Jim owns and operates Rainkie’s Sewage Service of
Neepawa and is a grain farmer.
Cheryl Frances Lee (Feb. 14, 1979), daughter of
Terry and Rose, graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute in 1997 and from Brandon University in 2000
with a science degree in zoology, then in 2002 with an
after degree in education. That same year, she and Jim
were married on Aug. 10, 2002. A senior high math and
science teacher at McCreary School, she is now complet-
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daughters: Sarah, Becky, Rachel and Katie. Marg lives in
Alexander, MB.
Allan Orville lives in Neepawa.

on Aug. 26, 2003. They have a daughter, Mackayla Jane,
who was born in Winnipeg on Apr. 15, 2005. In August,
2006, they moved to Chicago, Illinois, where Ian is attending the Illinois College of Optometry. They are expecting
their second child in the fall of 2007.
Craig Matthew made his appearance on Jan. 9, 1984.
He graduated from NACI in 2002, and then took his first
year of science at the University of Winnipeg. In the fall
of 2003, he moved to Edmonton, AB where he found work
and lived with friends. On May 2, 2004 Craig was seriously injured in a motorcycle accident. He spent three
months in hospital in Edmonton, and then returned home
to live with his family to finish recovering. On Nov. 28,
2004 he was killed in a car accident.
Danielle Louise was born Feb. 16, 1986. She graduated from NACI in 2004. In the spring of 2005 she moved
to Edmonton where she took training to become a hair
stylist.
Jocelyn Marie arrived on May 15, 1988. She graduated from NACI in 2006 and started at the University of
Manitoba in the fall.
Eric James was born on May 9, 1992. At the time of
this writing (spring 2007) he is attending NACI, completing his Grade 9.
We have felt very blessed to be able to live and raise
our family in the Neepawa area.

BENNET, DAVID and MYRA (nee HOWE)
Submitted by Dave and Myra
Dave Bennet was born in Portage la Prairie in 1943,
along with his twin brother Dargie. His father, Dargie
(Scotty) Bennet (1909-1978) emigrated from Arbroath,
Scotland in 1926 at the age of 17. His mother, Marjorie
Elma Dahl (1916-1992) of Portage la Prairie, met Scotty
and they were married in 1937. Dave has no other siblings.
The family moved to Neepawa in 1946 when Scotty
became the Imperial Oil bulk agent here. The boys took
their complete schooling in Neepawa at Central School,
Hazel M. Kellington School, Neepawa Collegiate Institute
and Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute.
Myra Bennet was born in 1942, the second and last
child of John Harold Howe (1910-1991) and Anna Kathrina
(Schmall) Howe (1912-2005), a sister to Ronald. Harold
and Anna were married in 1928. Myra was raised on the
family farm in the Oakdale district west of Neepawa,
attending Inkerman School for Grades 1-8. She came to
NCI and NACI for Grades 9-12.
Dave was heavily involved in many sports during his
youth, taking provincial honours in track and field and
hockey. Myra showed a keen interest and talent in music,
learning to play piano both by note and by ear, achieving
her Grade 6 diploma from the University of Manitoba.
She was involved in all the high school music programs,
playing the part of Cousin Hebe in HMS Pinafore. Her
retail career began during high school, when she worked
at Wally’s Jewellery, Fenwick’s Department Store, Rey’s
Dry Cleaners and Rex A. Lilley, Accountant.
Dave and Myra have been together for 50 years, beginning as high school sweethearts in Grade 10 in 1958. After
high school, they both moved to Winnipeg, where Myra
took a business course and worked at the head offices of
SAAN and later Shell Oil. Dave went to University of
Manitoba, where he completed his Bachelor of Science
(Honours) in mathematics degree. They were married in
Neepawa United Church on Oct. 10, 1964. Upon graduation in 1965, Dave entered the summer teacher-training
program at U of M, securing a math-science position at
NACI for the fall term.
Dave had a varied teaching career, although always
attached to NACI. He took his family on two teacher
exchanges, the first in 1968-69 to Alford, Lincs, England
and again in 1975 to Hamilton Vic., Australia. Michael
Tipper from England and Bill Hodge from Australia taught
in Dave’s position those two years.

BELL, BERT and EVELYN ANNIE
Submitted by Hazel Baker
Clarence (Bert) Bernard Bell married Evelyn Annie
Gill and raised their family in Eden. Bert and Evelyn are
now deceased. Their family consisted of four boys and
two girls.
Wilbert Thomas (Pete) married Donna Pennie of
Winnipeg and they have a family of four daughters and
one son: Marilyn, Doris, Pennie, Suzanne and Vernal.
Wilbert and Donna and Wilbert’s second wife Nora, are
also deceased.
Doris Ida married David Hannibal of Ochre River.
Their family is two sons, Phillip and Timothy and a daughter Beverly. Doris, Dave and Beverly are now deceased.
Hazel Marie married Jim Baker and lives in Springhill
district. They have two sons, Pat and Rick (see R.G. Baker
Family story).
Clarence Murray married Merle Bunn of Moose Jaw,
SK. Their family is Jeff, Sandra and David. Clarence’s
second marriage was to Kathy from British Columbia.
They have one daughter, Tracy and they live on Vancouver
Island.
Ronald Ivan (Ron) married Margaret Hall from Port
Hope, ON. Ron is deceased and leaves a family of four
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ladies’ and men’s wear. Myra was always a keen supporting member of the Neepawa Chamber of Commerce, being
an executive director for many years and a president of the
Downtown Merchant’s Association.

Dave and Myra
Dave returned to university for three summers in
order to obtain his Bachelor of Education. It was then,
that he was trained in computer programming and along
with colleague Bob Finlayson, they introduced computer
education to Neepawa. NACI was one of the first schools
in Manitoba to have such a program. Early students will
remember the keypunch machine and MAPO pencil-mark
cards used. Many of their students went on to high-level
computer careers.
Besides classroom teaching, Dave was part of the
administration team as vice-principal from 1970-1980, he
was seconded by the province to help introduce computer
education province wide for two years (1983-1985), and
was career counsellor for six years before retiring in
January, 1999.
Dave was fully committed to the extra-curricular
programs offered at the school, involving himself in
coaching, refereeing, field trips, student council, safe grad,
etc.
Myra was a stay-at-home mom for the first few years
as Cameron arrived in 1968 and Craig in 1970. After
returning from Australia, she began her business career
by selling Avon and later, worked for Ebner’s Men’s and
Ladies’ Wear. In 1983, she began Myra’s Ladies’ Wear
in the back of Ebner’s building. The operation grew until
she owned and managed the full 3000 square foot store
on the corner of Hamilton and Mountain with fashion

The Bennet Family 2007
Myra and Dave were always ready to step forward
into leadership roles with many community endeavours.
They chaired the 1978 NCI-NACI High School Reunion
and the large All-School Reunion in 1998, where it was
the 40th for NACI, the 70th for NCI and the 100th for
Central School. Over 2000 attended that event. Dave was
a town councillor during the Neepawa Centennial in 1983
and both were heavily involved in the planning meetings.
They are the chairs of Neepawa’s 125th Homecoming in
2008.
Myra has been a long time member of the Neepawa
Choraliers, Neepawa United Church Choir, Fine Arts
Festival, Neepawa Chamber of Commerce and Neepawa
Inner Wheel. Dave spent many years with minor hockey,
minor ball, Yellowhead board, Whitemud Comedy
Company, Roxy Theatre and Neepawa Rotary.
In retirement, Myra and Dave still enjoy organizing
community events as well as slo-pitch softball, square
dancing, dramatics, singing, winters in Arizona and spending time with their sons, daughter-in-laws and grandchildren. Cameron and his wife Tanis (Nazarewich) teach in
Dauphin, MB. They have a son Tanner born in 1999 and a
daughter Alexa born in 2002. Craig teaches in Portage la
Prairie, MB, his wife Jacqueline (Barrett) is a lab-tech in
food science and their son Leyton was born in 2002.
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ever since, across the street from the St. James Anglican
Church. They took a keen interest in gardening and horticulture. They had two children: Clifford (1896-1979) and
Nora (1898-1976).
Nora Benson completed high school in Neepawa and
then attended the Manitoba Agriculture College in 1922,
receiving her home economics degree. Nora became secretary-treasurer of the RM of Rosedale and remained there
for 26 years, retiring at age 70. She was a member of the
St. James Anglican Church, Eastern Star, and Neepawa
Agricultural Society, also was known for her horticulture
judging abilities. She received many prizes for her handiwork in fairs before dying in 1976.
Clifford joined the Royal Canadian Air Force during
World War I. Clifford married Annie McClory, a bookkeeper from Neepawa. Annie was born in 1900 and died
in 1979. He farmed in the Neepawa district and then was
a farm instructor at the Sandy Bay Reserve (1931-39).
They have two sons: Robert Stephen (1925) and Arthur
Clifford (1930-1970). Later Clifford and Annie continued
to farm at Langruth, and in 1949 bought the Billie Leask
farm (SE 10-15-13) at Keyes. Eventually, they retired in
Neepawa at 498 Brown Avenue in 1965.
Arthur Benson married Donna Habkirk and they lived
in Winnipeg. He was an active member of a bowling league
even though he was legally blind for his last five years. He
passed away at age forty from complications associated
with his diabetes. Donna remarried Keith Strong.
Robert Stephen Benson, known as Bob, took his
schooling in Neepawa and Hollywood, MB. He joined
the Navy in 1944 and after his service took up farming with his father, Clifford, first at Langruth, and later,
moved to the Keyes district in 1949. He married Maureen
Webster of Arden in 1953 and together setup a yard site at
SW 11-15-13. They have four children: Stephen Webster
(1955), Tanis Virjean (1958), Trevor Dale Benson (1961),
and Glen Robert (1963).
Involvement in the Arden community included hockey,
curling, baseball and 4-H clubs (beef, sewing, pony). Bob
was active as a municipal councillor and within the Arden
Centennial Sports Park development. Maureen, as part of
the Lansdowne Recreation Commission, was instrumental
in the building of the Arden Community Hall.
Robert and Maureen retired to Neepawa in the original
Benson home on Mountain Avenue in 1975, after selling
the farm to the Gowan family from Tara, near Owen Sound,
ON. Bob continued to keep busy by being involved in the
Neepawa Agricultural Society as leader of the Neepawa
4-H Beef, and still managed to hobby farm with purebred
Simmental cattle. Maureen co-owned Kar-Rene’s clothing store in Neepawa. They enjoyed 11 years traveling as
Circle Tour guides, completing 99 tours before Maureen
took ill and passed away in 1995.

I, Lorraine Carol Benson, am the eldest daughter of
Herb and Marilyn (Morden) Benson living on a farm near
Beaver Dam Lake located in the RM of Ste. Rose du Lac.
I grew up there with my two younger sisters, Eunice and
Gail and two younger brothers, Harley and Glen. I was
born in the McCreary hospital June 16, 1967.
I started McCreary School in 1972 attending kindergarten through Grade 12 and graduated in 1985. I was
awarded the Hutton Scholarship, as well as a bursary from
the university, to attend Brandon University for one year
of general studies. The following two years I attended
Assiniboine Community College and graduated with a
diploma in business administration. I worked part-time and
full-time at McDonald’s during those years in Brandon.
After graduating college in spring of 1988, I went out to
work at the Banff Springs Hotel in Banff, AB. I moved to
Neepawa in December of 1989 to work for the Beautiful
Plains Credit Union as a part-time teller.
I married Doug Taylor in June 1990. We have since
divorced. We have two sons: Chuck and Corey. Charles
“Chuck” Douglas was born Aug. 15, 1991 and Corey
Douglas was born Mar. 22, 1994. In July, 1998, I started
as a full-time secretary for the law office of Paterson Ross,
which today is Paterson Patterson Wyman and Abel and
am still happily working with them.

BENSON, STEPHEN and SUSAN
Stephen Benson, the son of Stephen Benson, Sr., came
from the Township of Manvers, County Durham, ON in
1890. In 1894, he married Susan Hutchinson, a school
teacher at Gordon School. They bought the Halstead farm,
now known as the Bray farm, located south of Neepawa
in 1896. In 1906, along with J. H. Howden and George
Geisel, the Brick Yard was started on his farm and continued until the World War I. Mr. Benson bought the insurance and real estate business in 1912 from B. W. Bolton
and later, took Florence McDougall, as his partner.
Stephen Benson was instrumental in seeing the St.
Boniface Stockyards get its beginning. He was also on the
university council in 1910. He was a stockholder in many
local enterprises: Neepawa Hotel, Laurentian Milk Co.,
Fusee-McFeetors (sash and door factory), Lawn, Tennis
and Bowling Co. He was one of the original governors of
the Neepawa Hospital and president of the Board of Trade,
Neepawa Parks board, a member of the Masonic Order, the
chapter Preceptory and the Shrine. As well, he was influential in securing the present site of the St. James Anglican
Church on Mountain Avenue, which still stands.
Stephen and Susan Benson moved to Neepawa in 1919
to 534 Mountain Avenue which has remained in the family
227

Most recently, Bob’s involvement with the Horticultural
Society, Lily Festival tour director, and gardening keeps
him home most of the summer during the day. His green
thumb has been recognized by the Yard of the Week
awards. Likewise, he has won awards for his winter lighting display. His passion for old time country dancing keeps
his suburban on the road as he travels the countryside from
Neepawa to Osoyoos, BC.
Bob and Maureen’s four children attended both Arden
School and Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. Their eldest
son, Stephen Webster married Wendy Hayden of Winnipeg
in 1976. They resided in Neepawa and Minnedosa, beginning their family of two: Trisha Nicole (1976), and Robert
Stephen (Bobby) born in 1983. Trisha currently works in
Red Deer, AB and Bobby in Winnipeg. Stephen remarried
Julie Starke in 1997 and they currently live in Winnipeg.
Stephen owns a roofing company and Julie is co-owner of
First Class Flowers.
Tanis married Brent Clayton of Arden in 1977. Brent’s
long time employment with Manitoba Hydro has resulted
in residences in the Brandon, Boissevain, and Gillam
areas, before moving to Winnipeg in 1988 with their
three children: Arron Joel (1984), Jodry Vincent (1987),
and Stephanie Gayle (1988). Tanis currently teaches at
Glenlawn Collegiate.
Trevor married Kim Montgomery of Neepawa in 1988.
Trevor’s employment with Manitoba Hydro has resulted in
living a few years in Gillam before establishing a residence
in Brookdale and raising two children: Meagan Nicole
(1992) and Mitchell Thomas (1994). Kim operates a hair
salon from their home in Brookdale.
Glen married Angie Zimmer of Neepawa in 1990 and
they headed west. They currently reside near Okotoks,
AB. Glen is a carpenter contractor and Angie is a horse
trainer.

L to R: Taken 2004, First group of 5-Michael’s family:
Katie, Lorie, Michael, Chris, Jeff; Second group of
3-Eric’s family: Eric, Christine, Jacob (see next photo
for Stefan born 2005); Centre-Clair and Betty;
Last group of 4-Greg’s family: William, Veronika, Greg,
Jocelyn

Stefan
Greg moved to Oshawa, ON where he met and married
Veronika Vicek in 1992. They have two children: Jocelyn
and William. Greg and Veronika are teaching in Barrie,
ON.
Eric moved to Quebec City, where he met and married
Christine Skladany in 1999. They have two sons: Jacob
and Stefan. Eric works with the Canadian Department
of Foreign Affairs where he has enjoyed international
postings. Christine works for The Canadian International
Development Agency.
Clair and Betty are both retired and enjoy traveling,
spending time at their cabin in Clear Lake and visiting
their children and grandchildren.

BERTRAM, CLAIR and BETTY
Submitted by Betty Bertram
Clair and Betty Bertram with their sons, Michael, Greg
and Eric moved from Brandon to Neepawa in December
1971.
Clair was employed with Manitoba Hydro as a business representative and Betty taught at Hazel M. Kellington
School.
The three boys finished their education in Neepawa
before going on to university, Michael and Greg to Brandon
and Eric to Winnipeg.
Michael married his high school sweetheart, Lori
Kroeker in 1985. They have three children: Katherine,
Jeffrey and Christopher. Michael teaches in Virden and
Lori operates a day care.

BIALKOSKI, JOSEPH and MARIE
Submitted by Marie Bialkoski
Joe and Marie Bialkoski had bought the 85 acre family
homestead, the south half of NW 22-16-16, near Polonia,
from Joe’s parents, Nicholas and Valerie (often known as
Violet, nee Kasprick) Bialkowski in 1974, at which time
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1998 respectively and both obtained their Class 1 driver’s licenses. Both also got their first trucking jobs with
Gladstone Transfer, where they were given the opportunity
to gain valuable experience.
Following high school and a year at Brandon University,
Peter worked full-time in Winnipeg for Temro, while
studying to become a certified general accountant. At his
convocation in 2002, Peter received a number of honors,
including the CGA Canada Professional Level Award of
Excellence and two provincial awards. Other qualifications
he has achieved are his Bachelor of Accounting Science
degree in 2001, and certified financial planner designation
in 2006, receiving an award for the highest overall average in the program at the annual national conference in
Niagara Falls in 2005. He is employed in public practice
as financial services manager for On Business Solutions,
a Winnipeg chartered accounting firm. Peter married
Katherine Potoroka of Dauphin in 1998. Katherine is a
qualified medical secretary and works in the intermediate
care nursery at Health Science Centre as nurses’ assistant.
They have one son, Matthew, who was born in 2003.
Colin attended Medicine Hat College and obtained
his diploma in fitness leadership in 1999 as a certified
fitness consultant and is also ACE (American Council on
Exercise) certified. Colin is employed by the Department
of National Defence and is a fitness and sports instructor
at the 17 Wing Winnipeg Air Force base. Sara Funk, whom
he met in Grandview, is pursuing a career in health studies,
while they both enjoy residing in Winnipeg with their two
lively Siberian Huskies, Jasper and Spencer. Colin has also
put his Class 1 license to good use over the years, including driving for Petro-Canada at Neepawa, and still does
the occasional weekend trip for Arnold Bros.
Ryan has made good use of both his Class 1 license
and his entrepreneurial skills, presently operating his own
trucking business in Regina, under contract with Day and
Ross. He married Jodie Budd of Regina in 2001 and they
have a daughter, Kiara, born in 2003 and a son, Caden,
born in 2006. Jodie has her diploma in interior design and
is multi-talented. These days she is putting her talents to
excellent use at home.
Joe and Marie celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary at Polonia in 1997, with a renewal of vows at St.
Elizabeth’s Church, visiting at the farm and a dance at
Polonia Hall.
In 1999, Joe began conversion to organics and continues to farm at Polonia.
Returning to the work force in 1987 at the office of
Springhill Farms, with term positions in the early 90s at
Beautiful Plains School Division office and NACI, Marie
was employed by Mountain View Adjusters in Dauphin
in 1994 and continues to work a reduced workweek at
the Dauphin Claims Office of Portage Mutual Insurance.
Having sold the farm at Grandview in 2003, Joe and Marie

Nick and Valerie moved to 135 Mill Street in Neepawa
with those of their children still living at home. They
enjoyed life in Neepawa for nearly a decade. Then, a few
years after Nick’s lung illness and surgery in 1980, he and
Valerie and family moved to Winnipeg, where Nick passed
away in June of 1988, a year after their son, Leonard.
Valerie continues to maintain her home, yard, and flower
and vegetable gardens beautifully, while enjoying the
coming and goings of son Dennis, who shares the same
house, and other family members in the city, including
three lovely young granddaughters just down the street
from “Momma’s” house.
Joe and Marie (nee Elves) were married in 1972 and
lived in Winnipeg prior to moving to the home place Oct.1,
1974 with their baby son, Peter. A plumber working out of
Neepawa at that time, Inter-City Gas employed Joe in early
1975 as a gas serviceman. He qualified as a journeyman
plumber and licensed gasfitter in 1975, and remained with
the gas company until 1983, at the same time developing
his mixed farming operation, which included the purchase
of cattle and a half section of land, SW 2-17-16 and SE
3-17-16, along with Crown hay and pasture leases; building fences and facilities. During these years, Marie was
a stay-at-home mom, Colin having arrived in 1977 and
Ryan on his dad’s birthday in 1980. When Joe left the
gas company, he turned his company pension into a small
sow/weanling operation. This not only provided a steady
living, but also was a good experience for the boys. The
whole livestock operation, including sows and cattle, had
names – not just numbers.

Joseph and Marie
Peter, Colin and Ryan attended elementary school at J.
M. Young in Eden. Peter and Colin later attended Neepawa
Area Collegiate Institute in Neepawa, where Peter graduated in 1992. In 1993 Joe, Marie, Colin and Ryan moved
to Grandview, while continuing to farm at Polonia. Colin
and Ryan graduated from Grandview School in 1995 and
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Mom and dad did not get hydro until the fall of 1949
and running water was put in the new house in the fall of
1963, the year I moved to Winnipeg.
I helped milk cows before going to school and other
chores consisted of carrying in wood, feeding chickens,
geese, turkeys, and pigs. Mom always had a huge garden
so there was weeding and then canning all the vegetables.
A 45 gallon barrel stood beside the wood stove that had to
be filled with snow or ice (Dad would cut blocks).
Our house was very cold in the winter, and the blankets
would freeze to the wall. Washing the floor in winter was
a real challenge as the water froze to the floor. In winter,
mom would get up early, stoke up the wood stove and we
would get dressed in front of the warm oven.
Being the oldest, I helped dad by driving the tractor
on the binder and later, the square baler, stooked, stacked
sheaves and shoveled grain in the granary at threshing
time.
Many hours of fun were spent playing on the straw pile
and the square bales in the hay loft. Every Sunday in the
summer, we went swimming at the Amaranth Beach. In
the winter, we skated on our pond or at the outdoor rink in
Waldersee. I also played ball with the Waldersee team.
After graduating, I took an international business
machine course and was employed by Air Canada from
1963-1970 and took advantage of the free flights.
Arnold (Bud) Birch was born Oct. 28, 1941 in Neepawa
to Ernest and Jean (nee Myles of Hamiota) who farmed at
Birnie NW ¼ 9-17-15. Bud attended Big Valley School
from Grades 1-9.
When Bud was 13 years old, he threshed for Jock
Mutch for 29 days in a row. Bud played ball with the
Birnie Braves and hockey with Birnie, Glenholm and Con
Cougars in Yellowknife, NWT. Bud farmed with his dad
until 1961 and in the fall went to Yellowknife and was
employed by the Department of Public Works. The following winter, he worked in the Discory Gold Mine. His first
airplane ride was on a Cessna 180, which Wibert Hunt
chartered with pilot Chuck McAvoy. Chuck went missing in 1964 with two Americans on board and his plane
was not found until 2005. It was the longest air search in
Canadian history. The following two summers, were spent
working at a gold mine north of Whitehorse. Bud also
worked for Manitoba Telephone System in the Minnedosa
– Russell area and at the MTS garage in Winnipeg.
Bud and I were married on Oct. 7, 1967 in Waldersee.
We traveled to Barbados, Bermuda, Germany, Switzerland
and France. During this time, Bud became a barber and
worked at Kern Park Barber Shop in Winnipeg until 1971.
I worked at Air Canada until 1970.
Our son Derrick Grant was born July 12, 1970 at the
Health Sciences Centre in Winnipeg.
Bud’s dad passed away in September 1970 and after
the auction sale in October, his mom, Jake and Kim moved

moved to Dauphin, where they can be found when not at
the Polonia farm, or away, visiting their grandchildren.
In 2008 the Polonia homestead will have been in the
family for 100 years.

BILES, JOHN and VERNA
John (Jack) Biles was the seventh of fifteen children,
born Mar. 3, 1886 to John and Emily (Whitaker) Biles
in England. He emigrated to Canada alone at the age of
seventeen where he soon gained employment as a farm
hand. His wages were $100 for the year plus room and
board. After the first year, he moved to Winnipeg, where he
drove a horse team delivering coal. He then took employment as a log cutter (for fire-wood) where he was injured
and suffered a spell of typhoid fever soon after. After
recovery, he moved to Dauphin, MB and became an oiler
for the railroad. He moved to the position of call-boy and
at this time, he began courting Verna Kolcheske. Verna was
born Dec. 3, 1892 to Mary and John Kolcheske in an area
near Austria. Verna emigrated to Canada with her family
in 1902 to the Sifton, MB area. Verna and Jack met and
married July 23, 1912 at the Baptist Church in Dauphin.
Soon after or before the wedding, Jack became an
engineer for the Canadian National Railway. Jack was
engineer on the train that carried the first load of grain to
the port of Churchill. They lived at 24 Seventh Avenue NE
in Dauphin for several years and have daughters: Mabel
(Gordon Holmes – Beverly); Phillis (Gerald Parrott – John
and Jerilyn); Bernice (John Olson – John Robert); then
in 1925, moved to Neepawa where they rented a house
on Fifth Avenue close to the CN station and have daughters Ruby (Peter Naaykens – Kim, Peter Jr., Ron, Dave)
and Muriel Yvonne (Donald Burnett – Judy, Raymond,
Gary, Bonnie). Later, they purchased a home on Second
Avenue and Ellen where they lived out the rest of their
lives. Daughter Mabel and husband Gordon lived out there
lives in the same home.
Verna died at the age of 68 in 1960 and Jack died at
the age of 87 in 1974. Both are buried in the Neepawa
Cemetery.

BIRCH, BUD (ARNOLD) and JUDIE
Submitted by Judie Birch
I, Judith Elaine Oswald was born June 23, 1945, oldest
daughter of Otto and Viola Oswald of Waldersee. I have a
sister Jane and brother Marcel.
I walked a mile to Cory School which I attended until
Grade 8 and then, was bussed to Glenella where I graduated in 1963.
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to Neepawa. In the spring of 1971, we moved to the farm at
Birnie. We lived in an old house west of the highway with
no running water, a wood stove and a small oil heater.
We took 10 cows on shares and bought a few bred
heifers to get a small herd of Herefords started. The winter
of 1971-72, Bud took a farm managers course in Birnie. It
was a very cold winter and many mornings the drinking
water pail would be frozen. Also, the fuel oil jellied in the
outside line and the oil stove would be out in the morning.
Those mornings you would find Derrick snuggled under
the feather tick in our bed.
Dawn Marie was born on May 31, 1972 in Neepawa.
Having two small children, we did not want to spend
another winter in the old house. In the summer of 1972,
with the help of Bill and Jim McConnell and a lot of great
neighbours, we built a house east of No. 5 highway on NW
¼ 10-17-15. We moved into the house between Christmas
and New Years, nothing was finished inside but we had
running water and an oil-wood furnace. Over the next
winters, we taped, plastered, sanded and painted one room
at a time.
During this time, Bud sowed and harvested two crops
for Joe Sawchuk who was working up north. With all the
moving of machinery and trucks etc. it was time for me
to get a drivers license. I made a lot of trips to town for
parts with little or no notice.
I always had a big garden and raised chickens to sell
in the fall. There was a huge crabapple tree in the yard by
the new house and I would process 200 quarts of apple
juice. In the spring, Bud would bring home a half-ton
load of suckers, which I cleaned, canned and served as
our main meat. We also raised a couple of pigs to butcher
and milked a cow for our own use.
Uncle Tom gave us a heifer to milk the first year we
moved to the farm. He drove in the yard, unloaded the
heifer and said, “You should not be buying milk”. That
was our first milk cow.
Bud setup a barber shop in Riding Mountain. It was
open Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:00 to 11:00 PM and
this paid the hydro, telephone and the few household items
that we needed.
Bud and I worked for Big Valley Cattle Co. for a
couple of years. Bud looked after the cattle and I did the
registrations and transfers.
Bud took an artificial insemination course and bred
cows when Simmental cattle got started in our area. We
also switched to Simmental.
Debra Leigh was born Apr. 25, 1977 in Neepawa and
she completed our family.
We served on many boards in Birnie and Bud was
elected to council in the RM of Rosedale in 1975 and
elected as reeve in 1980 and served till 1992.

Back Row L to R: Bud, Judie, Derrick
Front L to R: Dawn and Debra
January, 1981, while playing hockey with Big Valley
Bulls, Bud had the misfortune of breaking his leg. Derrick,
only 10 years old, very ably drove the tractor to feed round
bales to the cattle. I was kept very busy at calving time
that winter.
All our children attended school in Eden and graduated
from Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute in Neepawa.
We are very fortunate as all our grandchildren live
in Neepawa. Derrick and Pam have: Robyn-9, Kylie-7,
and Dillon-3. Debra and Eric Kasprick have: Conner-4,
Cooper-2 and Ryanne-6 months. Dawn lives in Transcona
and she teaches Grades 11-12 math in Oak Bank.
We sold our farm in 1992 and moved to Neepawa
in April, 1993. Bud worked for John’s Electric from
1992-1995 and then, was employed by the RM of Langford
from June, 1995 to October, 2006 when he retired. I work
at East View Lodge.
Bud was elected to council for the town of Neepawa
in October, 1995, served two terms and decided not to
run again.
The past few winters, we have spent two weeks in the
Dominican Republic. We hope to enjoy retirement and do
more traveling.
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BIRCH, DERRIS “JAKE” and LYNN

her boyfriend Yves Lapointe. She commutes to Steinbach
each day to work.

Submitted by Lynn Birch
Derris “Jake” was born June 20, 1948 to Ernie and Jean
Birch. He was born in the old Neepawa Hospital and was
raised on the family farm at Big Valley near Birnie. After
his dad passed away, Jake moved into Neepawa with his
mom and his sister Kim to their home at 204 First Avenue.
He worked at various jobs, one being the building of the
Yellowhead Centre. Jake also worked at the Ideal Service
Station for Cecil Bolton. He worked seasonal on road
construction, and farmed for awhile at Mountain Road.
After he married Lynn, Jake worked at Bayes Equipment
as a parts manager and in the maintenance department at
Springhill Farms, before being employed by the town of
Neepawa in 1991, where he is still employed as a water
plant operator.
Lynn was born Dec. 4, 1956 in Estevan, SK to Mae
and Cecil Green. Before moving to Neepawa in 1971,
Lynn lived at Estevan, Melville and Yorkton, SK, Virden,
Minnedosa and McCreary, MB. She attended school in
Minnedosa, McCreary and Neepawa. Lynn worked after
school at East View Lodge in the dietary department.
After graduation, she worked as a bookkeeper for Big
“M” Manufacturing which was located where the SAAN
parking lot is. Following this, Lynn worked at William’s
Tom Boy and Acklands. In 1979, she returned to East View
Lodge. She worked in the dietary and nursing departments,
before joining the activity department in 1983. In 1992,
Lynn became the activity director and is currently in this
position.
Jake and Lynn were married on May 10, 1980. They
moved into the home they purchased at 193 Vivian Street
where they lived until the fall of 2004 when they purchased
an acreage 3 ½ miles east of Neepawa on Highway No.16.
Jake and Lynn have three daughters.
Kelli Lynn was born June 8, 1982 in Neepawa. She
attended school here and graduated in the class of 2000,
after which she moved to Brandon and completed a
business administration diploma course at Assiniboine
Community College. While going to high school, Kelli
worked at Neepawa Shop Easy. After graduation from
college, Kelli was employed at the Westoba Credit Union
in Brandon. She then moved to Prince George, BC for a
few months. While there she worked at Kal Tire and The
Bay in the office of both. Kelli moved back to Neepawa
in May 2004, and was employed at Beautiful Plains Credit
Union and at Mr. Ribs. She moved back to Brandon in
the spring of 2005 and worked at Westoba Credit Union
in various positions. She completed her lenders course
and had a position as a loans clerk. In November 2007,
Kelli was offered a position as a consumer loans officer at
Steinbach Credit Union. Kelli now lives in Ste. Agathe with

Front Row: Lynn holding Sobi, Jake holding Keaton
Back Row: Teri, Trisha and Kelli
Teri Gail was born March 23, 1986 in Neepawa,
and attended school here. Teri worked at Shop Easy and
Neepawa Bus Depot while attending high school. She
graduated in 2004 and took a year off before moving
to Winnipeg in September 2005 to attend Red River
Community College. She left school in December and
worked at A & W in Winnipeg. Teri lives with her partner
Billy Walker and on June 26, 2006 their daughter Sobi
Theresa Lynn Walker was born. They left the city and
moved to Brookdale in October 2006. Their son Keaton
Markus Grant Walker was born Sept. 14, 2007. Billy works
for Behlen Industries in Brandon and Teri was working
for Convergey’s before having Keaton.
Trisha Leigh was born May 12, 1990 in Brandon
General Hospital. She attends school in Neepawa and is
currently in Grade 11. She currently works for McDonalds
and Subway. Trish enjoys playing baseball, and loves to
spend time with her niece Sobi and her nephew Keaton.
After graduation, Trisha would like to take early childhood
development so she can either work at a day care or maybe
someday open her own private daycare.

BIRCH, RON and GLADYS (nee Dryden)
Submitted by Gladys Birch
I am a new resident to Neepawa (April 1, 2007) and
I have purchased a house on 368 Ada Street. My name is
Gladys Birch and I was married to Ron Birch (son of Ed
and Nellie Birch, of Birnie, MB). We were married on Nov.
3, 1956, but he has since passed away on March 22, 2003. I
was Gladys Dryden and my parents were George and Hetty
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where Tim is employed by Manitoba Telephone System
and the children Meagan, Dec. 12, 2000 and Seth, Oct. 8,
2002 attend school in Erickson. They were married Aug.
15, 1998.

Dryden of Birnie. I was born on Feb. 27, 1939 in Neepawa
Hospital and attended Orange Ridge and Birnie Schools.
We were blessed with a family of four: Brenda Lynne,
Sheldon Lorne, Tannis Lorraine and Rhonda Louise.

Back Row: Tannis (holding Brett), Sheldon, Gladys,
Ron and Brenda
Front Row: Rick (Tannis’s husband) holding Blayne,
Rhonda and Tim Doan
August 15, 1998
After we were married, we moved to a ¼ section
3 miles east and 3 miles north of Birnie in the RM of
Lansdowne SW 31-17-14 where we had a two room house
which soon became too small as the family grew. In 1967,
we built a three bedroom bungalow with electric heat.
Gladys and Ron Birch
Brenda Lynne – Dec. 19, 1960 lives in Regina, SK.
She has her own home based business (Arbonne). She is
a divorcee with no family.
Sheldon Lorne – Jan. 21, 1962 is a painter and works
for the two big oil companies Suncor and Syncrude in Fort
McMurray, AB. He is also divorced with no family and
spends his winters in Dominican Republic.
Tannis Lorraine – Sept. 13, 1963 is a nurse and lives
out of Red Deer, AB on an acreage and is married to Rick
Jasper (son of Bill and Lorna Jasper, Riding Mountain)
and they have two boys: Blaine, Aug. 14, 1996 and Brett,
June 16, 1998. Rick is foreman of a gas company. They
were married Aug. 5, 1995.
Rhonda Louise – May 2, 1965 is a registered nurse at
East View Lodge (Neepawa) and also has her own home
based business (Arbonne). She is married to Tim Doan
of Riding Mountain (youngest son of Archie and Dora
Doan, Riding Mountain) and they live at Ditch Lake, MB

Family farm
It was so nice to have no wood to carry in or ashes
to carry out, and lots of room. We were a mixed farm to
start with having pigs, grain, hay and cattle. But in the last
few years we only had a herd of Simmental cattle which
Ron was always very proud of. Needing more pasture for
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I have found in Neepawa and hope to enjoy my retirement here.

the cattle in the 80’s we purchased three quarters in the
Glenella area. In the spring, I always got chickens to sell
in the fall and that was my spending money. I always had
a good garden where I usually froze vegetables and did
lots of canning for winter, never having to buy potatoes
or meat. Ron always looked forward to deer hunting and
once shot two moose with some of his friends.

BIRCH, ROSS and MADELINE
Submitted by Madeline Birch

Moose hunting with neighbours
He also loved to curl and won quite a few local
bonspiels, once winning the grand aggregate at the
Neepawa spiel.
He loved getting out with the guys hunting or curling
and having a few drinks afterwards and kidding each other
about the one that got away or the shot they missed that
would of won the game.

Ross (Pinky) was the fifth child of seven born to
Frederick Tom F. T. and Claudene Birch. He took most of
his schooling in Tobamore and Eden schools. Ross enjoyed
school football, baseball and especially curling, camping
and fishing.
After Ross finished school, he took up plumbing,
working for Ken Markle and then later for John Vaughan
and George Snedden (Neepawa Plumbing) until he decided
to go on his own. After a few years, he sold his business
to Derrick Birch (Birch’s Plumbing) and took up farming on the family farm in the Rosedale area with nephew
Dave Seddon.
Madeline was the second child of six born to Thomas
and Bee Ann Clarke. Madeline had most of her schooling
in Tenby and Glenella. She then, went to work for the Bus
Depot in Neepawa, then onto Marr Fashions, where she
worked for twelve years and in 1986 started working for
Harris Pharmacy and is still employed there.
Ross and Madeline were married in Glenella on Aug.
24, 1968 and have made their home in Neepawa since.

Curling rink – Ron Birch, Art Birch, Bruce Aitken,
Alvin Birch
In 1995, we enjoyed a trip to England and Scotland
where we visited friends. I still enjoy traveling and
since Ron’s passing, my daughter Brenda has taken me
to Dominican Republic twice and to Hawaii in 2006. I
now have lots of time for hobbies like knitting, quilting,
crocheting. I love houseplants and have a big flower garden
in back where I love to putter. I also enjoy the new friends

BIRCH, WALTER and SHIRLEY
Walter was born to Joseph and Miriam (Davies) Birch
on Dec. 24, 1924, and Shirley was born to Duncan and
Hughena (McClory) White on Feb. 12, 1929.
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Walter and Shirley were married on Oct. 16, 1948.
They farmed in the Glenholme area for four years. They
have two children: Brian born Oct. 20, 1950 and Linda
born Nov. 21, 1951. The family, then moved to Neepawa
where Walter and Shirley both worked at Swift’s Hatchery.
Walter and Shirley would deliver baby chicks to many
places with the van and kids in tow.

Linda was married to Charlie Dunning on Nov. 22,
1969. They have two children: Lisa married to Richard
Kelland and they have two girls: Ashley and Brenna and
they live in Brandon; and Chris Dunning and Melissa
Kasprick, who live in Edmonton. Chris has two boys
Mason and Caelin, who live in Neepawa. Linda has since
remarried to Wayne Plowman on May 18, 1991, and they
reside in Brandon.

Back Row L to R: Ashleigh, Lisa Kelland, BJ, Bob,
Wayne Plowman, Brian, Chris Dunning, Bryce,
Linda Plowman, Nancy
Front Row: Arnold Madill, Ashley Schoobraet,
Brenda Madill and Shirley

Great Grandchildren
Caelin Dunning, Ashley Schoonbraet, Mason Dunning,
Brenna Kelland
Walter passed away on April 16, 2002. Brenda married
Arnold Madill on Oct. 16, 2004 and they live in Neepawa.
Shirley lives in Elks Manor in Neepawa.

Walter went to work at Modern Dairies delivering
milk for many years, and at that time Brenda was born
on March 30, 1961 (you know the milkman’s daughter).
Walter went from working there to East View Lodge as a
maintenance engineer in 1966, and Shirley started there
in the laundry department in 1969. They both enjoyed
working there for many years, Shirley retired in 1988 and
Walter in 1989.
Brian married Nancy Ardron on Sept. 4, 1971. They
have three boys: BJ, who is married to Diane and have
a little girl Avery, and live in Brandon; Bob married to
Ashleigh, lives in Boissevain; and Bryce, who is single
right now, lives in Brandon.

BIRD, ALBERT and JENNIE
Submitted by Edna Arnold
Albert John Bird was born in Bandon, County Cork,
Ireland, on Aug. 8, 1891 to George and Elizabeth Bird. In
1905, he came with his family to Edrans, MB, where two
of his older brothers had acquired a homestead.
After the death of his father in 1912, some of the
family moved to a farm in the Ellesmere district, while
one brother, Nicholas remained on the Edrans farm. In
1928, Albert purchased land one mile north of Firdale.
Then, on Oct. 28, 1936, Albert married Mary Georgina
(Jennie) Litster. She was born Nov. 18, 1907, eldest daughter of James and Letitia Litster of Firdale. Albert and
Jennie had one daughter, Edna Georgina, born Dec. 10,
1938 at Firdale. In the spring of 1945, they moved to the
Forestville district and farmed there until their retirement
to Neepawa in May 1956.
Their daughter, Edna married William Arnold in June
1956 and they farmed in the Lake Audy district. They have
three children: Marlene born April 29, 1958, Lorne June
17, 1960 and Evelyn Jan. 27, 1966. Marlene is married to
Kelly Olson and resides in Boise, Idaho. They have two
daughters: Tami and Jodi. Lorne married Marie Engen and
they live on the home farm at Lake Audy. They have one
son, Ian. Evelyn married Jeff Swenson and they live in

Great Granddaughter – Avery Birch
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ing certificate at Winnipeg Normal School. She taught at
Tobarmore School from 1932-1934. While teaching, Vera
met Geordie and married on Aug. 23, 1934 at the First
Presbyterian Church manse in Brandon.
Geordie and Vera began grain farming with horses and
for three years he would also deliver cream and eggs to the
creameries in Neepawa. Geordie would post letters, pick
up mail orders for Eaton’s or Simpson’s, and do repair jobs
for his customers in the summer. Vera eventually returned
to teaching at Riding Mountain (1942-1945), Mountain
View (1955-1959) and Eden (1961-1974). Geordie and
Vera liked to travel and go on fishing trips. Geordie and
Vera raised three daughters on their farm: Joanne, Marilyn
and Joyce.
Joanne born Jan. 24, 1936 married John Dilling on July
20, 1957. They are retired and live in Neepawa. They have
three children: Mary-Anne lives in Altona, George lives
and works in Brandon, and James (Jim) lives in Neepawa
and married Candace Dyck in 2005. They own and operate
Jed’s Repair and Service, an automotive repair shop.
Marilyn born Dec. 14, 1939 married Edmund Rainkie
on Sept. 3, 1960. They live in Winnipeg and are retired.
They have two sons: Bryan and Wendy Zaherny, who have
separated, have a daughter, Randy. Bryan owns Powder
Plus in Winnipeg (for powder coating metal surfaces).
Allen married Jacqueline Campbell and has one daughter
Brittany. They divorced. Allen married Cindy Neufeld and
they have three children: Jade, Richard, and Jacob. Allen
works for Cascade Folding Cartons (printing company)
and Cindy works for the Province of Manitoba, Title of
Statistics, making birth certificates. They live in Anola.
Joyce born May 10, 1947, married Ed Bain. They
lived in Winnipeg and have three sons. Dwayne married
Lorene Bumbry and have two children: Ryan and Ashley.
They divorced and he moved from the city. Dwayne owns
and operates Elphinstone Kobassa. Darren lived on the
west coast for many years, only briefly returning to live
in Elphinstone. After moving back from the coast, Darren
died on July 16, 2005. Dean married Lisa and have two
children: Darcie (deceased in 2003) and Justin. They have
since separated. Dean is still in the city. Joyce and Ed
divorced and she then married Dave Maryk in 1978. Dave
died in 1993. Joyce is still working part time at Zellers
in Winnipeg.
Geordie died suddenly on May 5, 1979 at the age of
70. Vera stayed on the farm until 1984, when she moved to
Neepawa. She continued to travel and spend her summers
at Clear Lake until she sold her cabin. In 2005, Vera moved
to the Middle Church Home of Winnipeg, where she still
resides.

St. Paul, Minnesota. They have two children: Christopher
and CaraLee.

Albert and Jennie Bird 1969
Albert died Feb. 22, 1971 and Jennie remained in their
home at 284 Second Avenue until 1993 when she moved
into the new Elks Manor. In 1997, she moved to East View
Lodge where she resided until her passing on Sept. 26,
2002. They are buried in Riverside Cemetery, Neepawa.

BIRNIE, GEORGE and VERA
Submitted by Joanne Dilling
George Leslie (Geordie) Birnie was born Feb. 8, 1909
on a homestead west of McCreary, to James and Georgina
Birnie. James (April 28, 1874 – May 15, 1943) was one
of the children of John and Mary (Shirran) Birnie. John
Birnie purchased land in 1866 that became the village of
Birnie. Georgina (Sept. 23, 1884 – Dec. 28, 1977) was
born to George and Sarah Lindsay. After James died,
Georgina married Ray Gorham of Kelwood on March 16,
1955. They lived in Kelwood until they retired to Neepawa.
Ray died in 1971.
George was the third of five children born to James
and Georgina. Hazel, Ethel, Olive and Robert were his
sisters and brother. Geordie and his brother and sisters
attended Tobarmore School, which was one mile north of
their farm. After he was finished school, Geordie helped
on the farm and cut cordwood and logs for lumber. He
would haul the cordwood to Neepawa to be shipped all
over Manitoba.
Vera Marianne was born Sept. 10, 1913, on a farm at
Oberon, to James and Anne Olstead. She attended Auburn,
Brookdale and Neepawa schools. Vera received her teach236

BIRNIE, ROY and STELLA

Imperial Oil Bulk, and then, operated the International
Harvester business. During World War II, Roy was a military transport driver at Moncton Flying Training School
Ltd. in Neepawa and was granted permission to terminate
Feb. 29, 1944. In March 1944, Roy built a warehouse on
Mountain Avenue (Centerville) (now Neepawa Florist).
He left the farm machinery line in 1955 in favor of his
tire business until retirement in 1969.

Submitted by the Family

The K of P Float, Diamond Jubilee 1927
Roy Birnie business (where Neepawa Florist is now)
Roy Leslie Birnie was born April 6, 1911 on Sec.
15-17-15 in Birnie. Roy was the eldest son of Leslie and
Jennie Birnie. He had one sister, Gertie, three brothers,
Lloyd, Earl and Keith. Except for several months in British
Columbia, Roy lived in Birnie until he started work at Pine
Falls and then Brookdale. On July 9, 1938 in Winnipeg,
Roy married Stella Louise Whaley.
Stella was born April 19, 1910 at Grandview, the
middle child of Ida and George Whaley. She had four
brothers, George, Gerald, Ivan and Bonar. Her family
spent three years in Vancouver, BC then back to Manitoba,
living in Grandview, Winnipeg, Brookdale and Dauphin.
After receiving her certificate in teaching, Stella taught in
Carberry, Dauphin, and Eden and as a substitute teacher at
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute in 1968. While teaching
at Eden, Stella coached the high school girls sport team
and was a Canadian Girls in Training leader, where she
became known as “Pat”.

Roy was a charter member of the Neepawa Rotary
Club and devoted endless hours toward community activities. Stella was a charter member of the Inner Wheel and
an active member of the United Church Women. She
contributed many hours to the community, church and
was a member of the Riding Mountain Historical Society.
Roy and Stella enjoyed dancing and instructed the local
square dance club. Their love of Clear Lake was shared
with friends and family. Roy died in Neepawa on Sept. 2,
1991 and Stella died June 1, 2001 in Neepawa and both
were buried in Neepawa Cemetery.
Roy and Stella raised a family of three sons and two
daughters: Bonar Roy (born May 14, 1940), Robert Lloyd
“Bob” born June 22, 1944, John Jerrold (June 20, 1947),
Jean Ellen (June 6, 1950) and Alice Diane (Oct. 11, 1951).
All were born in Neepawa except Bonar Roy who was
born at Grandpa and Granny Whaley’s home in Birnie. All
children received their education in Neepawa.
Bonar was involved in sports, band, and was a member
of the 12th Manitoba Dragoons and is a member of the
Royal Canadian Legion. Bonar married Carolyn Wilson
in Neepawa on Sept. 27, 1969; she died June 2, 1974. In
Winnipeg, on Aug. 19, 1978, Bonar married Eldie Wright.
They have one son, Cole Aaron, born March 5, 1979 in
Winnipeg. He married Mary Angela Stuart on July 27,
2006. A daughter Renee Dionne was born Feb. 25, 1981
in Duncan, BC. She has a son, Shaun Alexander, born
in Abbotsford, BC on Dec. 5, 1998. Bonar has recently
retired to Neepawa with partner Jackie (Pasquill) Snider.
Bob was active in hockey, baseball and attended
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. He moved to Winnipeg
in 1963 and worked for Arnett Mfg. in the purchasing
dept. He married Nina Jean Kolesar in 1965 in Neepawa.
Nina was working for Manitoba Hydro at the time. Nina

The popular “Ford”. A few of our Neepawa sales for
1915, C.T. Pedlar, Agent
Roy and Stella settled on a farm at Tobarmore until
1941, when they moved to Neepawa. Roy worked at
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11 years. John and family have lived in Dawson Creek,
BC since 1990, where John is the vice-president of the
Northern Lights College. John married Mary Jo JensenHoch in Winnipeg on June 19, 1981. They raised two sons
and one daughter, all born in Victoria, BC: Sheldon Dean
(July 21, 1983); Alisa Dawn (June 8, 1985), and Ian Lane
(Dec. 17, 1987). Mary Jo and John raised Jayden (autistic
boy) born Oct. 30, 1994 as a permanent placement foster
child.
Jean was involved in music, sports, 4-H, Canadian
Girls in Training (CGIT) and was selected as a centennial exchange student. Graduating from NACI in 1968,
she moved to Winnipeg and worked for Manitoba Hydro.
During the fall of 1969, she moved to Yellowknife, NWT
to work for the Government of the Northwest Territories
until the fall of 1971, when she left to tour Europe. Upon
her return in 1972, she settled in Edmonton, AB working
for Superior Steel Desk Manufacturing Co. Ltd. and when
they opened a new branch in Winnipeg, spring of 1974, she
moved back to Winnipeg. Jean enrolled in the military with
the air reserves May 7, 1974 and in the fall left Superior
Steel Desk and worked full time with the military until
October of 1976. At this time, she continued part time with
the military and worked for Health and Welfare Canada
Medical Services South Zone until she went back to being
in the military full time and is still currently serving (April
2007). She is at 1 Canadian Air Division Headquarters, 17
Wing, Winnipeg, MB. She has attained the rank of master
warrant officer and been awarded with the Canadian Forces
Decoration 2nd Clasp Medal, United Nations Emergency
Forces II Medal, 125th Anniversary Medal and Canadian
Forces Peacekeeping Service Medal. She did a tour in
Egypt and did temporary duties in Europe, most parts of
Canada including the Territories, The Dewline, and numerous other countries.
Alice was involved in 4-H, CGIT and band. After
graduation from NACI, she moved to Winnipeg to work
for the government for a year. She moved to Edmonton to
work for a short time, then back to Winnipeg to a government job. Alice traveled for awhile and then joined the
Royal Bank of Canada for 19 years, working in Winnipeg
and Roblin. Now Alice is employed as a recreation worker
in Winnipeg.

was raised in the Clarksville district. She attended school
there and then moved into Neepawa for high school. She
was the youngest child of John and Margaret Kolesar.
All six children were raised on a farm in the Clarksville
district. They are: Helen Smerek, (February 1930), lives
in Calgary and has four boys; Grace Newman, (August
1931), lives in Calgary and has two boys; Murray (July
1933), lives in Winnipeg, and has one boy and one girl;
Shirley Kerkowich (February 1935), deceased May 2005,
has two girls and one boy; Dennis (October 1939), lives
in Calgary, has one boy and one girl; and Nina (January
1946), lives in Neepawa and has two girls.
Bob and Nina’s first daughter Laura Lee was born in
Winnipeg in 1966. In 1968, the three moved to Neepawa.
In 1969, their second daughter, Tana Nadine was born. Bob
worked for Dick Foley at Neepawa Food Processors. He
then became the manager of the plant and the hatchery for
a number of years. Eventually, he obtained his own quota
and raised chickens independently until he retired in 1996.
Nina worked for Manitoba Liquor Commission Control for
21 years retiring in 2002. Laura Lee took her schooling
at NACI and participated in a number of activities. Upon
graduation in 1984, she moved to Winnipeg to attend the
University of Manitoba. She obtained her Bachelor of Arts
in 1987 and Bachelor of Social Work in 1989. She then,
moved to Grande Prairie, AB where she was employed at
the hospital as a social worker for 10 years. She married
Chris Shearer of Brandon in 1992 and they have three
children while living in Grande Prairie: Chelsea Dawn
(August 1993); Stacey Lynn (August 1995); and James
Robert Murray (June 1997). They moved to Brandon in
1999. Laura Lee was and continues to be a social worker
at the Brandon Regional Health Centre and Chris works
at Canpro Gator Centre. They are a very active family
involved in numerous committees, scouts, hockey, baseball
and soccer to name a few. Tana, after graduating from
NACI in 1987, moved to Winnipeg to work for a lawyer,
Victoria Lehman, for 11 years and still keeps in contact
with her. In 1996, she married Greg Squires of Neepawa.
In April 1997, Brendan Kyle was born in Winnipeg. In
1998, they moved to Calgary, AB and then later to Airdrie
as Greg continues to be employed for Canadian Pacific
Railway. In June 2000, Mason Tyler was born in Calgary.
In 2006 they moved to Brandon as Greg was transferred
as the road manager. Greg and both boys are very involved
in hockey year round. Greg also coaches. Tana is always
there as a proud mom.
John was involved in hockey, baseball and band. He
ran the Boston Marathon in 1994, the first of twelve marathons. Now, he enjoys golf, tennis, hockey and running. He
received his Bachelor of Arts and Education at Brandon
University in 1968, and also received his Master Degree
in Administrative Education at the U of M. He taught
at Selkirk for 10 years, then moved to Victoria, BC for

BIRNIE, VANCE and DONNA
Submitted by Donna Birnie
Our stories begin in separate areas only three miles
apart, but we didn’t know each other until Grade 9. Vance
was from Birnie, the oldest child of Connie and Lloyd
Birnie. He was born in the old Neepawa Hospital, Aug.
30, 1947. A brother Vaughan was born June 9, 1953 and
a sister Alix, Aug. 18, 1958.
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Dec. 27, 1971. We then, moved back to Birnie and it was
there our second son Morgan was born on Feb. 7, 1974.
We moved to an acreage two miles north of five roads
corner where we lived until we moved to Neepawa in 2000.
Ashley married Christine Elliot of Eden on Oct. 7, 1995
and they have three children: Allie born Oct. 21, 1996,
Will born Nov. 11, 1998 and Grace born July 10, 2001.
They bought a farm at Eden and Ashley is a cattle farmer
and Christine is a licensed practical nurse at Gladstone
Hospital. The children go to the same Eden School as
their parents did.

Vance started school in Birnie until Grade 8 and then
he came to Eden for Grades 9-12. There were 34 students
in Grade 9 that year and that was where we met.
Back in the early 50’s, Birnie was a thriving town.
There were four grocery stores, two cafes, two garages,
a grain elevator, post office, church, curling rink and a
traveling moving picture show. Vance remembers traveling to Neepawa on the train with his mom to shop and
visit his grandparents Peden and Margaret Connell. Once
winter came, the car was put in the garage until Christmas.
Then Vance’s dad would light a fire to warm up the car
so it would start, and off they would go to Connell’s for
Christmas supper.
The farm Vance was raised on was just on the outskirts
of the town of Birnie. The house was a big brick house
built in 1904. Grandpa Les and Grandma Jennie Birnie
lived in one half of the house and Vance’s family in the
other half. At one time, it had been a fox farm but Lloyd
was a grain/cattle farmer. Vance learned how to milk and
herd cows and really enjoyed one summer when he got to
drive a team of horses on Jack Mutch’s thrashing gang.
After Vance graduated from Grade 12 at Eden in 1965, he
went to Brandon University and took teacher training.
My story begins at the Denoon farm at Eden. I was
born at home with Dr. Bugg in attendance on July 15,
1947. I had a big sister Dianne, born Jan. 8, 1945 and my
mom and dad were Audrey and Bill Denoon. Dad ran a
cattle/grain farm. I can just remember the old kerosene
lamps and wood cook stove as the hydro didn’t reach us
until the early 50’s. The first phone we had was the “crank
a handle to ring a number” kind and we had several of the
neighbors on the same party line as us. Grandma Denoon
lived in the same yard as us and because mom worked in
the fields with dad, she looked after us a lot of the time.
We went to Eden school and the winter van was a
wooden box sleigh pulled either by horses or a tractor.
It had a wood stove inside to keep us warm and benches
along the sides to sit on. In the summer, one of the parents
would pile us two deep into a car and take us to school.
Dad had a stroke about the year I was in Grade 6 and
so they decided to buy Poulak’s grocery store in Eden.
Mom and Dad weren’t too taken with being shopkeepers,
but Dianne and I loved being able to stay in town after
school and play with the other kids. Baseball games, swimming in the creek, skating at the skating rink, and hanging
out at the store with a bunch of kids became our life for a
couple of years. By then, Dad was strong enough and he
went back to farming and they sold the store.
When I graduated Grade 12 in 1965, I went to Winnipeg
to the University of Manitoba and took teacher’s training. Dianne was taking physiotherapy in Winnipeg so we
roomed together. Vance and I had gone together in high
school and on Aug. 5, 1967 we were married and taught
in Wawanesa until our first-born son Ashley was born

Back Row L to R: Will, Ashley, Grace, Christine, Colter,
Donna, Allie, Vance
Front Row: Tannis Lynn, Morgan
Morgan married Tannis Lynn Brown from Neepawa
on Aug. 14, 1999. Morgan works as a power engineer/
maintenance engineer at Springhill Farms in Neepawa and
Tannis Lynn manages Beyond the Garden Gate Flower and
Craft Shop in Neepawa. They adopted their son Colter,
born on Feb. 19, 2004, from St. Vincent’s in 2005 and are
eagerly awaiting a baby girl from Ethiopia.

BLACK, MURRAY and GLENNIS
Submitted by Glennis Black
Murray and I met in high school. We graduated from
Elphinstone Collegiate in 1970 and then went our separate ways to further our education. Murray’s home was
Elphinstone and following graduation, he went on to study
physical education at the University of North Dakota in
Grand Forks. He received a Bachelor of Science degree
in education in December 1973. I was born and raised
on a farm near Oakburn, MB. Following high school
graduation, I entered the Faculty of Science at Brandon
University. It was during my first year that I decided
to follow my dream and pursue a career in nursing. In
September 1971, I entered the school of nursing at the
Winnipeg General Hospital. My years as a student nurse
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structured the British school system really was. Leah
started school in Wombourne, Wolverhampton, where she
attended St. Bernadette’s Roman Catholic School. At age
five, she could read a newspaper and give people a tour
of Madame Tussauds Wax Museum in London. Tom and I
stayed at home and walked Leah to school and back each
day. We still have many friends in England, which we hope
to visit some day.

were memorable ones and I am proud to say that my class
“The Class of 1973” was the last class to graduate from
the Winnipeg General Hospital School of Nursing. The
following year the Winnipeg General became the Health
Sciences Centre.
Murray started his teaching career in December 1973 in
Vita, MB where he taught Grades 7-12 physical education.
In September of 1973, at the age of twenty-one, I started
my nursing career at the Shoal Lake District Hospital with
a starting salary of $605 per month. After a long distance
relationship, Murray and I were reunited and were engaged
at Clear Lake on May long weekend in 1974. We were
married that same year on Aug. 17, 1974 in Oakburn at
the Holy Eucharist Ukrainian Catholic Church.
Our first home was in Vita, MB where Murray continued to teach and I nursed as an assistant director of nursing.
I became Vita’s first community health nurse and provided
input into the construction of a newly developed personal
care home. In July 1976, we moved to Neepawa where
we bought our first home and started a family. Murray
received a teaching position with the Beautiful Plains
School Division where he taught Grades 7-12 boys physical education at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. I was
fortunate to receive a nursing position at the Neepawa
Hospital in October 1979 where I continued to be employed
until retirement. Nursing gave me the opportunity to be
at home with my children and still maintain my nursing
profession.
We have two beautiful children, a daughter Leah Marie
and a son, Thomas Murray. Leah was born at the Women’s
Pavilion in Winnipeg on March 14, 1978. She was our
pride and joy, despite the fact that we could no longer
“sleep in” on weekends. On July 18, 1980 her brother
Tom, was born at the Neepawa Hospital. Little did we
know that Tom’s birth would have such a huge impact
on our lives. Tom was born without a right hand. With
support of family and friends, we soon realized that Tom
was a special gift and that he would eventually make us
better people. Tom was the youngest child in Canada to be
fit with an electronic hand, at the age of eighteen months.
He became a small celebrity, and soon was on his way to
the 1988 Calgary Olympic Games where he skied at the
opening ceremony.
Our life has never been uneventful. In 1980, we
purchased B.J.’s Sporting Goods store with partners Ken
and Sherrill Judd. After only three years, we knew that
our business was not going to succeed and we sold out.
In 1983, we packed our bags, our children and moved to
Wombourne, Wolverhampton in England on a one-year
teacher exchange. This was probably one of our most
memorable years, as we were able to travel Europe and
live a totally different lifestyle from what we were used to.
Murray taught Grades 6-10 physical education in Dudley,
Wolverhampton. He realized very quickly how rigid and

Raising our two children has been both challenging and rewarding. Leah graduated from Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute in 1996. She went on to B U, where
she received her Bachelor of Education. Leah started her
teaching career in Oak Bluff, MB and then moved out west
to Canmore, AB where she taught until June 2003. She
enjoys teaching middle years and continues to share her
love of music with her students. Leah married Glenn Miller
of Stonewall, MB on May 15, 2004. Glenn is a natural
resource officer in Swan River where they are currently
living. On Nov. 15, 2006 they presented Murray and I
with the greatest gift of all, our first grandchild Cole Scott
Thomas Miller.
Tom graduated from NACI in 1998. He attended the
University of Manitoba for one year and then continued his
studies at Mount Royal College in Calgary, AB. Tom graduated from Mount Royal College in 2001 with a diploma in
aviation. Tom was employed with Mount Royal as an aviation instructor and has recently been promoted to captain
of a King Air with ALTA Flights. He is living in Edmonton
and has set goals for himself, which are slowly becoming
a reality. Tom continues to enjoy sports and on occasion
plays the violin. He is an avid downhill skier, a golfer and
a major Calgary Flames supporter. His handicap has never
interfered in what he has set out to do. Tom has been an
inspiration to our family and everyone who knows him.
Murray has played hockey since the age of eight. His
early years were spent on the road or at the rink with his
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Traveling has been one of our most wonderful experiences and we look forward to a new adventure each year.
My mom and I traveled to Italy in October 2006. This
was a trip of a lifetime and I shall treasure the memories
forever. Now that we are retired, Murray and I hope to
continue traveling. We purchased a motor home and have
started traveling with the comforts of home away from
home. We enjoy entertaining, golfing, reading, walking,
gardening, as well as cross country and downhill skiing.
Murray looks forward to playing hockey with our grandson
Cole and I am determined to go water skiing and tubing
with him as well.
Our children have left home, we have retired, and
life goes on. Our life in Neepawa has been very happy
and we look forward to many more good years with our
family and friends. We have a wonderful parish community
at St. Dominic’s Roman Catholic Church and we look
forward to spending more time helping our community
grow. Neepawa is a community, which we are very proud
to call our home. Our children have grown up here and we
look forward to continued retirement in Neepawa.

friends. In Neepawa, he played for the Neepawa Natives
Senior team from 1976-79. In 1982, the Neepawa No Stars
Old Timers team was organized and he is still very much
a part of this organization today. Coaching high school
football and track and field were his passion for many
years. The highlight of his career was spent coaching football when his son Tom played quarterback for NACI. On
June 13, 2003 Murray received the Paul L. McKinnon
recognition award. This award was presented in recognition of his tremendous commitment and dedication to high
school sport, as a physical educator, coach, zone convener, MHSAA board member and provincial championship
volunteer. “You have been a true leader and an outstanding
volunteer in Manitoba School Sport”. Murray retired from
teaching in December 2006.
After thirty-three years in the nursing profession, I was
able to retire in February 2006. My career as a nurse has
been both fulfilling and rewarding. I retired on a positive
note with the hope that I did make a difference in health
care. In 2003, I was awarded the “Yellow Ribbon Award”
from the Manitoba Nurses Union. This award is presented
annually to a nurse who has been a patient advocate and
an inspiration to patients and nurses in this province. Prior
to my retirement, I became a certified chemotherapy nurse
with Cancer Care Manitoba. My goal was to pursue a treatment center for Neepawa, which was safe and had space
large enough to accommodate the number of patients in
this area. This goal became a reality on June 30, 2005,
when the Neepawa Cancer Care Treatment Center was
officially opened. My next goal was to host the Provincial
Cancer Care Educational Conference in Neepawa. This
too became a reality in May,2006, when Neepawa hosted
the Provincial CCP Conference. I am now enjoying being
a grandmother and have started a small business as an
educational consultant selling Discovery Toys.
Murray and I have been blessed with health, happiness
and a loving family. Family and friends are very important
to both of us. We are very blessed to have our parents
living in Neepawa. Leah and Tom have had the benefit of
growing up with Baba and Dido next door. My parents,
John and Alice Peech live next door to us and my sister
Olia and brother-in-law Ron Jesson live in close proximity. Murray’s mother, Emily Black, moved here from
Dauphin in 2002 and has enjoyed her new home at the
Kinsmen Kourts. Recently, in October 2006, due to failing
health she became a resident of East View Lodge. We look
forward to family gatherings at Christmas, Easter and or
any other special occasions. Our Ukrainian heritage has
left an everlasting impression on all of us. Each year, we
look forward to a traditional Christmas Eve supper and a
traditional breakfast on Easter Sunday. We enjoy a rich
family life of activities which includes camping, fishing,
music and traveling.

BLAHITKA, STANLEY and MARTHA
Stanley was born May 20, 1926 in Valley River, near
Dauphin, MB. He married Martha Marcynuk (born in
Sifton) on June 7, 1947. They both received their education at Fairville School in the Sifton area. Farming was
not very prosperous and in 1957, they rented out their land
and moved their three young children to Illinois, where
Stan worked with his uncle building houses. It wasn’t long
before he had his own business, specializing in aluminum
siding application. Although the original plan was to return
to Canada in five years, it was 1970, thirteen years and
three more children later, that the family moved back.
They settled in Neepawa, and Stan and Greg built the
house ‘on the hill’ in 1971. Stan and Martha bought Harold
Ishenberg’s farm on the east side of town, Bill Orr and
later, Hugh and Beth Berry’s farms north of Franklin.
Stan and Martha have six children: Joan Beverly (born
1950), Gregory Wayne (born 1952), Lorraine Marie (born
1954), Timothy Dale (born 1960), Mark Stanley (born
1961), and Carol Lisa (born 1966).
Joan married Bernard Smith of Neepawa. They have
two daughters. Susan runs a home day care (married Devin
Russell of Arden) and Lori, works with the BRHA Home
Care Program (married Ulf Pechstein of Germany). Greg is
an owner/operator truck driver and married Judy Merriman
of Neepawa. They have three daughters: Brooke, an esthetician, married Erwin deBruin and they have a son, Marcus;
Hayley, a massage therapist, is to be married September
2008 to Brandon Green of Winnipeg; Hillary is in Grade
8 at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. Lorraine married
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Barry Hockin of Neepawa. They have two sons: Ian an
agronomist with Eagle Agro Service and Greg, a senior at
Jamestown College, Jamestown, North Dakota. Timothy
died at the age of three in Decatur, Illinois. Tragedy struck
again, when Mark was in a fatal vehicle accident in 1984.
Carol is an x-ray technician and married Dave Radu of
Assiniboia, SK. They have two daughters: Rachel and
Taylor. They are in Grades 7 and 4 respectively. Joan and
her family reside in Brandon, and Greg and Lorraine’s
family live in Neepawa. Carol and family are the rovers
and are currently living in Vancouver, BC.
Stan and Greg started farming together and realized a
need for liquid fertilizer in the area. A big wheels fertilizer and chemical applicator was purchased from Illinois,
and Franklin Fertilizer was established. Greg sprayed in
the Franklin and Neepawa area with Martha on the office
end managing phones, two-way radios and food services,
while Stan and Mark handled the farming.
Stan and Martha continue to live in Neepawa enjoying retirement and keeping busy with gardening, the large
yard, fishing, travelling and family.

Back Row: Lynne, Betty, Floyd, Lori
Front Row: Cindy, May McNab, Gail
Cindy married Glen Tibbett on May 2, 1981. They
bought Gerald Buchanan’s yard site at SE 28-15-15 and
lived there until 2004 when they relocated into Neepawa
at 194 Mountain Avenue. Cindy and Glen have two boys:
Mark Alexander (Sept. 25, 1984) and Cameron Allan
(June 8, 1986). Cindy worked at Neepawa Medical Clinic,
Beautiful Plains Credit Union and is currently at Petro
Canada Farm Centre. Glen worked at Neepawa Feed Mill
and is currently working for Dominion Construction.
Gail married Garth White on May 7, 1977. They
have three children: Bryan and twin daughters Carrie and
Sherrie. (See Garth and Gail White history).
Lori married Michael Levandosky on May 1, 1982.
They currently reside on a yard site in the RM of Langford
at SW 30-14-15W. Mike and Lori have three children:
Trisha Marie (Oct. 3, 1984); Kevin Michael (July 14,
1986) and Shane Darren (April 28, 1996) (See Levandosky
family story).
Lynn, as her sisters did, went to Eden School for
Grades 1-9, then NACI for Grades 10-12. She chose hairdressing as a career and as she kept moving west had a
license for Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. Lynn
loved horses and took up barrel racing. She went to Alida,
SK to train with Elaine Hyde, meeting Wes Janzen who
worked for Jim Hyde. Wesley was born Oct. 9, 1961 to
Don and Eileen Janzen of Fort St. John, BC. Lynn and
Wes moved to Claresholm, AB in 1988. They were married
in Lethbridge. Lynn continued to work as a hairdresser.
Wes worked for Hansman Ranchers training, reining and
cutting horses for 10 years. He then worked for Watt and
Stewart Trucking as a dispatcher. In 2004 he was transferred to the company in San Angelo, Texas, where they
now reside. Lynn is working at a health club. They have

BOLD, FLOYD and BETTY
Submitted by Betty Bold
Robert Floyd Bold was born April 20, 1937 to Robert
(Bob) and May Bold (Birch). Floyd attended Glenholm
School for Grades 1-6. A year after the death of his father
in 1948, he moved with his mother and sisters Gladys
and Phyllis to the Bert Walker farm north of Eden. He
completed his schooling at Eden to Grade 11.
I, Betty Anne was the second of three girls born to
Fred and Esther Wicks (Poole) on Aug. 8, 1936. I attended
Springhill School for Grades 1-9 and Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute for Grades 10-12. I took a six week
course at summer school in Winnipeg, which allowed
me to teach on a permit for one year, 1955-56, at Leifier
School, north east of Amaranth.
Floyd and I were married July 6, 1956. For three
months we lived in the Lil Martin house on SE 4-17-15.
Floyd had been working for Bert Walker until the spring
of 1957, when we took up farming for ourselves.
In October 1956, we moved to my dad’s farm SE ¼
12-16-16 which we purchased in 1976. In 1970, we bought
the W ½ of 4-16-15 from James M. Young, built a house
and moved in 1971. We then purchased the John Jackson
W ½ 8-16-15 in 1993 and purchased the John Hannah NW
¼ 33-15-15 and SE ¼ 4-16-15 from his daughter Sherran
Yates in 1997.
We have four girls: Cindy Lou born Aug. 18, 1957;
Gail Ann born Sept. 2, 1958; Lori Jean born Jan. 14, 1961,
and Lynn Marie born May 30, 1962.
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nursing school. What a blast! Looking back at those three
years, with all the drama of living in residence with a
multitude of other females, the strangeness of combining
shift work on the wards and juggling sleep and classes,
they really were great years.
Following stints working both in Gladstone and
Minnedosa it was westward ho to Royal Jubiliee Hospital
in Victoria in 1965. I married Gary Bold, who was from
Minnedosa in snowy cold Victoria on Dec. 28, 1968. Then,
shortly after the adoption of our son Brian, as an infant in
1972, we moved to Houston, BC, a mill and mining town
north west of Prince George. In 1975, our family was
completed with the addition of Patricia, Tricia for short.
I continued working at the Houston Health Centre both
as a casual and full time for the next 26 years. However,
after Gary died Jan. 2, 2002, I realized the joy had gone out
of nursing and I retired. I still live in Houston where I live
the senior life with aqua-fit three times a week, gardening
in the summer, and of course being “Gramma” to some
pretty great kids.

two children: Kelsey Marie born Aug. 9, 1990 and Cody
Allan born Mar. 17, 1992.

BOLD, JOAN (nee HALLIDAY)
Submitted by Joan Bold
I was born in the old Neepawa Hospital on Oct. 1,
1941 (the total bill for Mother and baby for a nine day
stay was $21.50 – a sizable chunk of change in those
days). My first three grades at school were in the one
room school at Sinclairville, (one teacher – nine grades).
In 1950 my family made the major move into town, where
I attended the old brick school located on the property
where Safeway is now. Every winter there was an ice rink
built on the school grounds and hockey teams were made
up. We played with a straight bladed stick and most of
the girls used figure skates because it wasn’t cool to wear
“boys skates”.

BORCHARDT, REV. ALVIN and JEAN
Submitted by Rev. Alvin and Jean
Rev. Alvin R. Borchardt was the son of Rev. Alvin
and Anna Borchardt of Langenburg, SK (Dad died in July
of 1985 and Mom in 2004). He has one sister, Florence
Braun (Lowell) of Morristown, Minnesota and two brothers, Rev. Paul of Roblin, MB and Rev. Carl (Darlene) of
Surrey, BC.
Rev. Alvin was born on July 7, 1934 at home in
Langenburg, SK. He attended grade school there and then
at 14 went to St. Paul, Minnesota to attend high school
because he told his parents he wanted to also become
a Pastor. He continued his education at Concordia St.
Paul, attending college and in 1955 he went to St. Louis,
Missouri to attend Concordia Lutheran Seminary. He met
Jean Kulpa in 1956 and they became engaged in 1957
before he left for his vicarage year (internship) in Elgin,
Illinois. While he was away that year, Jean was busy planning their wedding, which took place on Aug. 17, 1958 at
Marcus Lutheran Church in St. Louis. His father preached
the sermonette for their wedding and Jean’s Pastor, Rev.
Richard Brandt performed the marriage vows.
Jean Kulpa was born in Chicago, Illinois on July
15, 1938 to Joseph F. and Melba Kulpa. When she was
five years old, they moved to St. Louis, Missouri, so that
her father could obtain work at the Wrought Iron Range
Company. The company made stoves and during wartime,
they made bombs for the war effort. Jean has one sister,
Theola (Sue) Rosnau who is married to Rev. Paul Rosnau
of Hacienda Heights, California, a brother Joseph F. Kulpa,
Jr. and his wife Flavie of Florissant, Missouri, and her

Photo taken on the back steps of old south school
1952-53 school year.
Back Row: Gladys Kelunick, Herb Wright (coach),
Elaine Johnson
Centre Row: Betty Pittman, Carolyn Holod,
Joan Halliday, Phyllis Crooks
Front Row: Lois Alexander, Janet Richards,
Jane Thompson, Shirley Kawka, Ann Kelunick
With the construction of West Park School – now
Hazel M. Kellington, the old building was demolished
before it fell down on its own. I spent Grades 7-8 there.
Finally an eighth graders dream came true and it was on
to high school in the collegiate. This building also met its
demise in 1978 after being used for a variety of things. As
the Class of 1959, we were the first to graduate from the
new Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. From high school,
it was on to Brandon General Hospital for three years of
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Dolding of Neepawa. Pastor Borchardt was able to perform
the marriages of all their children, except one.

younger brother, Ronald L. Kulpa and his wife Sarah of
Kansas City. (Just for some information if you are baseball
fans: Joseph Kulpa, Jr’s oldest son is now a major league
umpire and can be seen at baseball games. His name is
Ronald Kulpa.) Jean’s father died in April of 2002 and her
mother in June of 2002.
Rev. Alvin and Jean Borchardt moved to Neepawa on
Jan. 26, 1984 from Red Lake, ON. He was to be the new
Pastor of Christ Lutheran Church. Due to the fact that their
furniture would not be arriving for awhile, the president
of the congregation, Heinz Neumann and his wife Bertha,
offered to have them stay with them until it arrived. Pastor
Borchardt arrived with their children, Jim and Jeannette.
The Borchardts had six children: Alvin Jr., Brian, Pamela,
Harold, Jim and Jeannette.

Back Row: Rick, Brittany, Christopher Chevrier,
Alvin Borchardt, Brian, Lori and Bridget Borchardt
Middle Row: Marshall, Jeannette Dolding,
Pamela Chevrier, Jacqueline Borchardt, Rev. Al and
Jean, Tiffany Borchardt, Kelly and Jim Borchardt
Next Row: Michael Borchardt, Mom Borchardt,
Clayton Dolding and Candice Borchardt
Front Row: Caitlyn Borchardt, Robyn and Dalton
Dolding, Celeste Borchardt, Drew and Jaymie
Borchardt.
Missing: Rev. Harold and Annette, Carissa and Lance
Borchardt and Stephanie Borchardt. Harold could not
be present as he was in the seminary at St. Catharines,
ON preparing to be a Lutheran Pastor.

Rev. Alvin and Jean Borchardt, August 1999. On the
occasion of his retirement as pastor of Christ Lutheran
Church and his 40th Anniversary in the service of the
Lord, in the Holy Ministry

Their children, beginning with the oldest: Alvin
is married to Stephanie and they have three children:
Jacqueline, Michael and Caitlyn. They live in Balmertown,
ON. Second oldest, Brian is married to Lori and they have
four children: Tiffany, Bridget, Candice and Celeste. They
live in Belle Plains, Minnesota. Third oldest, Pamela is
married to Rick Chevrier and they have two children:
Christopher and Brittany. They live in Marathon, ON.
Fourth oldest, Rev. Harold is married to Annette and
they have two children: Carissa and Lance. They live in
Beausejour, MB. Fifth, is James married to Kelly and
they have two children: Jaymie and Drew. They live in
Thunder Bay, ON. Last, but not least, is Jeannette, married
to Marshall Dolding and they have three children: Clayton,
Dalton, and Robyn. They live in Eden, MB. God has truly
blessed us with six children, four great daughter-in-laws,
two great son-in-laws and 16 grandchildren.
During the 15 years in ministry here in Neepawa, Pastor
also served the congregation of St. Paul’s in McCreary.
We grew to love the people who live in these congrega-

Pastor Borchardt served congregations in Prince
George, BC from 1959-1964, MacNutt and Landestreu,
SK, from 1964-1973, and Red Lake, ON from 1973-1984.
In 1999 Rev. Borchardt decided to retire after 15 years
in Neepawa. During the course of the years in Neepawa,
we made many friends and decided that he would retire
here.
Just a brief overview of our family: On May 23, 1981
we traveled to Watertown, Minnesota so that Rev. could
perform the wedding for our second oldest son and had
to hurry back to Red Lake, ON for our eldest daughter’s
wedding on May 30. On Aug. 17, 1985 we traveled to
Landestreu, SK so Rev. could take part in the marriage
of their fourth oldest, Harold’s wedding. In 1989 we traveled to Ear Fall, ON so Rev. could perform the wedding
for our fifth oldest, Jim, to Kelly Dornan and in 1990
he performed the wedding for our youngest daughter,
Jeannette to Marshall Dolding, son of Dave and Joyce
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in Saskatoon briefly after being married. Shortly thereafter,
I was transferred to a trainee field assignment in North
Battleford, SK. In 1971, I was transferred to Kindersley
as a zone supervisor. We lived in Kindersley for two years.
Our first born, Tommy arrived in Kindersley. In January of
1973, Phyllis and I moved to Yorkton, SK. We were very
excited with our move to Yorkton because we were moving
into our first owned home. We lived in Yorkton until the fall
of 1974, when I accepted a transfer to Brandon, MB. Anna
was born in Brandon in September of 1975. It was while
I was stationed at Brandon that I called on the Neepawa
International Harvester dealership, and Phyllis and I
decided to enter the entrepreneurial business world.
Phyllis had worked at Saskatchewan Telephones, and
at an automotive/agricultural parts wholesale company
in Saskatoon. When I was stationed at North Battleford,
Phyllis was able to obtain employment with the Royal
Bank of Canada. When we moved to Kindersley, Phyllis
obtained employment with the Canadian Imperial Bank of
Commerce. Once our first baby arrived, Phyllis became
a full time homemaker and dedicated herself to raising a
couple of happy, healthy children. Later, when our children
were in their senior high school years, Phyllis was happy
to have worked part time at the Presbyterian Church and
as a volunteer with the Canadian Cancer Society.
Our history in this community centered around
our business, known as Agri Ease Equipment Center,
International Harvester dealers. We operated this business
until 1985, when the two farm equipment manufacturers,
International Harvester and Case Co. were merged. At
the time of the merger our business was sold to Tenneco
Corporation, the parent company of Case. Following the
sale of our business, I worked with Agassiz Agri Center,
a New Holland dealership which was owned by Jack and
Trudy Streeter. It was at this time, that Phyllis entered into
a struggle with cancer. We will be forever grateful for the
compassion and support we received from Jack and Trudy
while Phyllis underwent surgery and treatments which
were successful in overcoming her cancer and ultimately
saving her life.
In 1988 I began work with the Case Power and
Equipment store in Neepawa as a retail sales representative. Because I had several contacts and was a known
entity with the many people from within the Case and
former International Harvester organization, I was soon
approached to resume a sales area management position
with Case IH. I accepted a position initially working with
the dealer organization in Manitoba. As of January, 2007,
I continue working with Case IH, North American operations as a territory sales manager with responsibility for
operations in Manitoba and northern North Dakota.
We must say, that one of our treasured associations
within the community has been the Neepawa Kinsmen
Club. We made and retain many friendships within Kin.

tions and decided, “Why move away?” Plus, we became
very involved in many community activities, Pastor on the
Youth Justice Board, Local Access TV Board, scorekeeper
for bowling for the mentally challenged and member of the
Neepawa ministerial. My wife and I both feel that if you
live in a community, you should become INVOLVED. At
present, Jean is president of the Neepawa Health Auxiliary,
secretary for the Access TV Board, treasurer for the Used
Book Store, Access 2 Books, business campaign chairperson for NAC-TV’s Showcase and also manages the Gift
Cart at the Neepawa Hospital. Previously, she sang with
the Choraliers, was secretary-treasurer for the Chamber of
Commerce and NADCO, and also helped out as chair of
the patron committee for the Neepawa and District Fine
Arts Festival.
THANK YOU to the Neepawa Community for your
friendships over the years. NEEPAWA is a GREAT place
to live. TO GOD BE THE GLORY!

BORSA, TOM and PHYLLIS
Submitted by Tom Borsa
Phyllis and I moved to this community in November
of 1976. At that time our son, Tommy was four years old
and our little daughter, Anna was only one. We came to
this community because of an opportunity that presented
itself when International Harvester dealers Bud Lee and
Dudley Lee had announced that they wanted to sell their
Plains Farm Equipment International Harvester dealership.
I was a zone manager with International Harvester at the
time and had considerable insight into the opportunity that
this presented.
Neepawa was an attractive community. The dealership
had an established customer base. Dealership employees
were trained and dedicated to their work. Time has passed
and we cannot help but think that a significant factor in the
success of our business was the people who we worked
with. Our country was built on the likes of good hard
working people like Bill Sangster, Ewal Frohwerk, Ross
Howard, and Roy Stewart. We were fortunate that Bud
Lee continued to work at our dealership after having sold
his business to us. The trade area was established with
a variety of grain and cattle farms. The land in the area
produced consistently, and I believed in the opportunity
that presented itself.
I was raised on a mixed farm in the small community
of Meskanaw, west of Melfort, SK. Phyllis (Natyshak)
was raised on a farm in a small community of Brooksby
north east of Melfort. We met when I was attending the
University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon. We were married
in Melfort on Feb. 13, 1970.
Upon graduating from the U of S, I obtained employment with the International Harvester Company. We lived
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was part of the security team at Winnipeg’s Law Courts
building. She entered training with the Winnipeg City
Police Academy and graduated as a constable in 2001.
Anna had another significant achievement when she
obtained her Iron Man designation at Penticton, BC in the
summer of 2004. The Winnipeg police department had a
group who helped raise money for various worthwhile
charities and Anna saw an opportunity. She joined the
“Cops for Cancer” group, and the next thing we knew she
was entered in an Iron Man competition. She completed
her marathon (2.4 mile swim, 112 mile cycle and 26.2
mile run) in 14 hours, 3 minutes and 11 seconds. She had
trained very hard for this, and we were very proud of her
achievement. She continues her work with the Winnipeg
City Police department.
Anna married Constable Jason Janzen (Winnipeg City
Police) in August of 1999. We are very happy to hear that
Anna and Jason are expecting a baby. Our first grandchild
is expected in December 2007.

As we look around our community, we are proud of the
accomplishments of our Neepawa Kinsmen Club.

BOUCHARD, REMI
Submitted by Remi Bouchard

Clockwise from Top Left: Phyllis, Tom Jr., Tom, Amanda,
Jason and Anna
Our son, Tommy, attended the University of Manitoba.
He completed a course offered by the International Institute
of Broadcasting in Winnipeg and became employed with
a firm that facilitates simultaneous language translation, videography, and communications links for meetings and conventions. Tom’s work has seen him travel to
Shanghai China, northern Canada, and some of his meeting venues have been on Caribbean cruise ships. He has
been honoured in that some of his meeting venues were
set up for very high profile clientele, including Canadian
prime ministers and United States presidents. Tom resides
in Edmonton. His work as an operations manager with his
company continues to keep him very busy. He is engaged
to be married in February 2008 to a very wonderful young
woman, Amanda Elsenheimer.
Our daughter Anna, graduated from the U of M with a
degree in physical education. Anna was always very busy
and active in sports. She still cherishes her high school
medals and ribbons. Anna had a part time job with the
university campus police when she attended university.
She was able to enter a special constable program with
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and spent a wonderful summer stationed at Emerson. Shortly after that, Anna
obtained a position with the Manitoba Sheriff’s office and

Remi Bouchard, born on Mar. 15, 1936 in Laurier,
MB, began his musical education with the “Presentation of
Mary” nuns. After studying with Gerald De’ath in Neepawa,
he undertook more advanced studies with Phyllis Holtby
(piano) and A. A. Zimmerman (theory), in Winnipeg. In
1956, he began teaching piano in Neepawa, where he still
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was in Franklin in 1897. He married Mary Wylie, sister
of Samuel, who was an apprentice blacksmith to Charlie
Ego and they moved to Minnedosa.

resides. In 1960, he received a piano teacher’s diploma
from the University of Manitoba.
A composer entirely self-taught, Bouchard is strongly
influenced by French and English composers. The core of
his work has always been a concern for and commitment to
his environment. Variously described by critics as “melodically appealing”, “modestly scaled”, and “very tonal and
spiritual”, his compositions reflect a continuous effort to
express his impressions of his prairie homeland, deep in
the centre of North America.
The music of Bouchard is now recognized all over the
North American continent as well as Europe and Asia. His
music is used in festivals and examinations throughout
Canada and has been performed on television and radio.
The United States magazine, Clavier, commissioned two
piano pieces for their November, 1988 issue. His works
have been published both in Canada and the US. Bouchard
is a member of the Manitoba Registered Music Teachers’
Association. He was an adjudicator for the associated
Manitoba Arts Festivals for several years. He has given
workshops of his music across Canada, from Edmonton
to Montreal. In 1989, he became Associate Composer of
the Canadian Music Centre. He was awarded an honorary licentiate in pedagogy from Conservatory Canada in
1999 and also from the Canadian National Conservatory
of Music in 2003.

Janet Maud Bowman
Bertrum never married. Both he and David enlisted
during World War I, but were not sent overseas. On Dec.
8, 1903, at Franklin, Maud married Hillyard Scott. She
had been assisting in the care of his sister, Ella Ego and
her new baby girl. Their courtship lasted only five weeks.
Maud lost three of her eight children, (Donald and Winona
died in infancy and Orlin was killed in action, in 1943),
the same year that her husband died. After his death, Maud
remained in Neepawa and her daughter, Ella, returned from
Wawanesa to stay with her.
Her son, Allan and widowed daughter Elsie, also
made Neepawa their home. Maud was active with her
Silver Cross mothers and the Knox Presbyterian Church.
Periodically, she visited her sons, Melvin in Detroit and
Wallie in Winnipeg. On one of her visits to Wallie’s,
while watching John the youngest of her 19 grandchildren
learn to eat with his left hand, she surprised the family
by suddenly remembering that she too had once been left
handed, but was forced to change by repeated raps on her
knuckles in school. She kept in touch with her siblings in
Minnedosa and also visited her Aunt Nancy (Bowman)
Robertson and family who farmed at Rivers, MB. Nancy
was the mother of Maud’s cousin, Irene Pettapiece, to
whom she was particularly close.
Her most exciting trip was when she went to Portland
to be reunited with her long, lost brother, Bertrum. He had
gone to the Klondike Gold Rush at the turn of the century,

BOWMAN, JANET MAUD
Submitted by Barbara J. Marette
My paternal grandmother, Janet Maud Bowman was
born on Oct. 8, 1878, near Milton, ON in Esquesing
Township, the 9th of the 12 children of David Bowman
the Younger and Jane Dewar. Her parents were Scottish
Presbyterians. Her father’s family came from Montrose
and her mother’s from Aberfeldy. Generally, Maud went
by her middle name, but she is sometimes referred to as
Janet. Her mother died when Maud was nine and her elder
sister, Elsie, was one of the relatives who helped her father
raise his motherless family. In 1895, when she was 17,
Maud went to Detroit, where she first worked as a maid in
a hotel. There, she met the police chief, who did not think
this was a proper place for a young lady to work and hired
her as a nanny for his children.
Through him, she was introduced to Senator William
T. McGraw, proprietor of the Detroit Tobacco Company
that manufactured cigars. He hired my grandmother as a
lady’s companion to his wife Harriet. The McGraw’s had
an electric car, which Harriet was able to drive, and Maud
used to careen around on shopping expeditions with the
lady of the house. After her father’s death in 1900, Maud
and three of her siblings: David, Bertrum and Elsie and her
husband, Wallace Bradford emigrated to Manitoba. David
247

Of course, aside from serving on the school board and
town council, Jack had a great interest in both curling and
golf. He served as a board member at the golf club and
played both sports with great enjoyment. He was recently
recognized for being the longest playing member of the
Neepawa Golf Course – at the time a span of 60 years.
Berna was a strong community member and thrived on
ways to help the community grow. She helped to pioneer
such programs as the Community Schools and the Holiday
Festival of Arts, as well as being a faithful volunteer at the
local Red Cross blood drives. She also enjoyed a relaxing
round of golf for many years.
In the 25 years since publication of the Heritage book,
there have been changes, some sad and some joyous – as
there are in most families. Death in a family always brings
sadness, but it is the sadness of loss, not despair. 1990 saw
the death of Jack’s father, E.P. Boyle at the age of 103, a
long life lived to the end in quiet dignity; May of 2001 saw
the end of Berna’s life and drew to a close their marriage of
52 years together; October of 2001 the death of Catherine,
leaving a family of two young teenagers; September 2003
the death of Doreen, both she and Catherine passed away
from cancer; January 2004 the death of Irene Boyle in
her 89th year.
The most joyous event was always the arrival of a new
grandchild into this world. Terry married Brenda, daughter of Doug and Ila Hockin, and they have four children:
Brent, Sean, Chelsea and Sheila. Dennis married Doreen,
daughter of Joe and Lily Prawdzik, and they have two children: Kelly and Ryan. Michael married Linda, daughter of
Jo and Neil Jackson, and they have three children: Scott,
Andrea and Kathleen. Catherine married Robert Barker
and they have two children: Amanda and Alex. Frances
married Dan Hickmott and they have two children: Jack
and Nicole. Janet married Michael Kerkowich and they
have three sons: Adam, Ian and Mark.
At the time of this writing, Jack, in his 83rd year,
continues to enjoy an active life and remains in his home
in Neepawa. Also residing in Neepawa are Terry, Dennis
and Janet. Michael resides in Kenton, MB, while working
in Hamiota, and Frances resides in London, ON.

promising he would bring her back a bear skin and when
she hadn’t heard from him in 50 years, Maud figured that
the bear got him. Going to grandma’s on the train was
always an adventure. During the 1950 Winnipeg Flood,
our family was one of the 100,000 evacuated from the
city. My father stayed behind to keep the trains running.
My mother and the four of us were farmed out to our various relatives in Neepawa, where my brother Barrie and I
finished out the school year in Central School, which our
father had attended so many years before.
Maud died Nov. 12, 1965 at the age of 87. She had
been a widow for 22 years. She is buried with her husband
in Riverside Cemetery. On the back of his parent’s tombstone, their son, Allan, had his brother Orlin’s service
information engraved.

BOYLE, JOHN F. and BERNA ELIZABETH
Submitted by Janet Kerkowich

Jack was born in 1924 to E.P. and Rosemary Boyle
of Neepawa. He grew up in Neepawa and left for a brief
time to attend university in Winnipeg. After that, he trained
as a navigator for the Royal Canadian Air Force but the
war ended before he saw any action. Jack then returned
to Neepawa and began working in the family business,
Neepawa Creamery Ltd.
It was then that Jack met Berna Elizabeth Hargreaves
of Kenton, MB, who was at that time in training for her
registered nurse at the Neepawa Hospital, and in October
of 1948, they were married. They enjoyed raising a large
family together, three sons and three daughters, and spent
many years as involved as members of the community.
The church played a very large part in the Boyle family
and both Jack and Berna were actively involved in St.
Dominic’s Church. The children were also encouraged to
be contributing members of the Catholic community and
participated as alter servers and members of the choir.

BRADLEY, BEN and FLORENCE
Submitted by Doreen McLeod
Benjamin Wallace Bradley was born in June 1899 at
Newdale, MB, the son of Charles and Christina Bradley.
He was the eldest of four sons. After the death of his father,
he farmed the home place.
In October 1937, he married Annie Florence Nordene
of Newdale. She was born in 1916 to Edward and Mary
Nordene, the eldest of four daughters. Shortly after this
marriage, they moved to Cameron School district in the
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BRADLEY, DARLA

RM of Minto, where they operated “Cameron Junction”
store and filling station and Ben also hauled grain for local
farmers.
In November 1946, they moved to Arden, buying the
Gen. Snell farm and gravel pit. Ben farmed and ran a gravel
business and also the local pool hall, which he later sold
to John Peacock.
The Bradley’s retired in 1968, moving to Brandon in
February of that year. Florence worked for ten years at
Assiniboine Centre and later at Brandon General Hospital
as a dietary aide.
They purchased a mobile home and moved back to
Arden in July 1976, living on Dufferin Avenue. Ben passed
away in 1978 after a two year illness.
Florence moved her mobile to West Park Place in
Neepawa, living in Neepawa until her passing in January
1993.
Ben and Florence have five children, three sons and
twin daughters, all born at home.
Lawrence was born in December 1938. After leaving
school, he joined the services, belonging to the Queen’s
Own Rifles. He was stationed in Germany. Lawrence
married Darla Johnston of Neepawa in December 1964.
They have three sons: Clark, Myles, and Jason, all who
live and work in Winnipeg. Lawrence is retired and lives
in Castlegar, BC. Darla lives and works in Neepawa where
she manages the Salvation Army store.
Marie was born in September 1940. Upon leaving school, Marie worked in the Bank of Commerce in
Neepawa for five years. She later married the local agricultural representative, Dewitt Mullin from Swan River
in November 1962. They moved to Calgary, AB in 1964,
where Dewitt worked for Prudential Life. They have two
children: Sherrill and Kevin.
Doreen was born in September 1940. After leaving
school, she worked in Winnipeg and later in Neepawa. In
March 1962, she married Harold McLeod, a farmer from
the Brookdale area. They have three children, Cathryn,
Carolyn, and Trevor.
Edwin was born in January 1945. After leaving school,
he worked in Winnipeg, later moving to Calgary, where he
met his wife, Lynn Green of Carmongay, AB. They were
married in December, 1967. They moved back to Rivers
in 1976, where he ran Brad’s Mobile Home Service. They
have three children: Dean, Shelley and Derek.
Dennis was born in September 1947. After leaving
school, he worked in Calgary as a dry waller. In August
1967, he married Judy Kakowchyk of Arden and moved to
Winnipeg. They have one son Dwayne. Dennis now lives
in Surrey, BC and Judy resides in Minnedosa.

Submitted by Darla Bradley
I am Darla Lynne (Johnston) Bradley, the only child
of George and Elsie Johnston.
I was born in Eston, SK and a couple years later,
moved to Neepawa with my parents, as my mother was
sick with multiple sclerosis. I grew up and took my schooling in Neepawa.

Elsie and George Johnston in Winnipeg, June 6, 1949

Elsie and George Johnston, 1940s with truck he built
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My husband and I were divorced after eighteen years
of marriage. I upgraded my education and took two years
of college and became an Early Childhood Educator Level
III. I lived in Brandon and had my own family daycare
for three years. Later, I worked for Touchwood Park
Association, managing a group home for adults with learning disabilities. In 1992, the Salvation Army hired me as
their community service worker in Neepawa. I oversee
their Thrift Store, (the Sally Ann), the food bank, donations and special events.
I attend church regularly and I now serve on the board
of directors of the Presbyterian Church.

BRAUTIGAM, WILLIAM and EFFIE
William (Bill) was the youngest son in a family of ten
children born to Ludwig and Caroline (Kruger). Following
the death of his father, in 1929, Bill took over the mixed
farming operation in the district of Dumfries. Bill was an
avid hunter, billiard and snooker player. He married Effie
Vernie of Fork River.
Two daughters, Mildred and Margaret, were born to
them. Mildred, along with her family resides in Victoria,
BC. Margaret, who died in January 2001, leaves two
daughters.

BRAY, DAVE and CAROL
Elsie Johnston at Parliament Buildings, Ottawa, 1940’s

Submitted by Carol Bray
David Allan Bray was born in 1950 to Cyril and
Muriel (Sumner) Bray. After completing high school, Dave
took his diploma course in agriculture at the University
of Manitoba and then returned home to farm in Neepawa.
In 1971, he married Carol Lynne Stewart, daughter of
Roy and Grace (McGillivray) Stewart and continued to
farm just south of Neepawa (NE 21-14-15). Together they
have four children: Daniel Steven in 1975, Ronald Stewart
in 1977, Kenneth David in 1979 and Diane Colleen in
1983.
Carol and Dave moved into town in 2000, but continue
to farm with their two oldest boys, Danny and Ronnie.
Danny worked at the Neepawa Co-op for a year after
high school, but came back to farm in the spring of 1994.
In 2002, he married Terri Becker from Douglas, MB and
they have two children: Jenna and Rylan.
Ronnie went to Assiniboine Community College after
graduation and took heavy duty mechanics. After working
for a time at Yellowhead Equipment in Neepawa, he also
returned to the farm. Ronnie married Jocelyn Schell of
Neepawa in 2001 and they have one daughter, Erica.
Carol and Dave’s youngest son, Ken, went to ACC
where he received his agricultural diploma. In 2000, he

Clark, Darla, Myles, Jason Bradley
On Dec. 19, 1964, I married Lawrence Bradley and
lived in Arden. We had a gravel business there. We have
three boys: Clark Murray was born March 27, 1965, Myles
Lawrence was born Aug. 19, 1966, and Jason Vance was
born April 8, 1972. The boys went to school in Arden,
then went to Neepawa for their high school years and they
presently all live in Winnipeg.
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cal terminology course at Assiniboine Community College
and is now employed at the Mountain Medical Clinic doing
billing and transcription for the three doctors.

began working for the Royal Bank of Canada in Moosomin,
SK. He married Catherine Davis of Brandon, MB in the
following year and they have three children: Sierra, Morgan
and Kian. Kenny is presently working for the Farm Credit
Corporation in Dauphin, MB.

Christmas 2005
Ron is the second son of David and Carol Bray. He
was born on Sept. 8, 1977 in Neepawa. He also attended
the same schools and graduated in 1995. He then went on
to ACC in Brandon for a few years to become a journeyman heavy-duty mechanic for the John Deere dealership
in Neepawa. He also helped with the farming while in
school and as of April 2001, he has been working full time
on the family farm.

Back Row L to R: Dave, Carol, Diane and Ken
Front Row: Danny and Ron
Carol and Dave’s only daughter, Diane, went to the
University of Manitoba following graduation, obtaining
her human ecology degree in 2004. She now works as an
employment consultant in Winnipeg.
*See Roy W. Stewart Family History in this book
and the original family histories in the previous Neepawa
and Langford history books (W. C. Stewart/John Brydon/
Kenneth McGillivray/George H. Rogers/Edmund Bray/
and Ernest Sumner)

BRAY, RON and JOCELYN (nee SCHELL)
Submitted by Les and Marilyn Richardson for Jocelyn
Jocelyn is the oldest daughter of Wayne and Brenda
Schell and oldest granddaughter of Les and Marilyn
Richardson.
Jocelyn was born April 2, 1980 in Neepawa. She
attended Hazel M. Kellington School and Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute and graduated in 1998. Since then she
has worked at various jobs around town, then took a medi-

Erica
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Ross to inquire about getting a second dog. While Frank
didn’t have any pups available, the trip wasn’t completely
futile as Ross’ eye had been caught by Frank and Eva’s
eldest daughter Oreen. The rest becomes our history, as
Ross and Oreen were married in 1957.

Jocelyn and Ron were married on June 23, 2001 and
then they were blessed with the arrival of their first child,
Erica on Dec. 20, 2003. Erica is now a very busy, very talkative two and one half year old. She is also very creative
and outgoing. Erica’s favorite place to be is at one of her
grandparent’s houses or playing with all her cousins.
In 2005 they moved into the new home they built just
one mile south of town. Ron did most of the work himself
on the house over the winter when he had time off from
farming.
They also have a Shepherd-Collie cross named Brandy
that is six years old.

BRAY, ROSS and OREEN
Submitted by Maureen Wolaniuk

Ross and Oreen’s wedding
Together, they would carry on with the mixed farming
operation and raise three daughters: Maureen, Shannon,
and Janine on this picturesque farm. This farm was ideally
situated for growing children. Stoney Creek ran through
the farm (often over parts of it in the springtime) and along
with the ruins of the old Neepawa brick yard, there were
endless exploration possibilities. If bored with life on the
farm, you could always “walk to town” to check on the
happenings in Neepawa. It was the best of both worlds!
With no boys in the mix, the girls were often called
into action and subsequently became proficient (well
maybe semi-proficient) at such tasks as driving a tractor,
milking cows, shoveling grain, and other such farm related
duties. Oreen saw to it that the household tasks of cooking,
cleaning and gardening were also part of the girls’ education and as such, the girls experienced a well-rounded
childhood (which isn’t to say we remain proficient at all
those tasks!).
Ill health forced Ross to retire from farming and in
1987, Ross and Oreen moved to Neepawa. Soon, they
would be kept busy with caretaking duties at various

Ross James Bray, eldest child and only son of Reuben
and Florence Bray (nee Kinsley) lived his entire life at
Neepawa, most of it on the family farm just south of
Neepawa (Woodmere Farm NW 21-14-15). Following his
father’s death in 1954, Ross and his mother continued on
with the mixed farming operation with Florence retiring
to Neepawa in 1957.
In the Union district, east of Neepawa, lived Frank
and Eva Renwick (nee Barron). Frank, having been a
shepherd in his native Scotland, raised and trained pups
to be “working dogs” for area farmers. By chance, local
farmer Reuben Bray obtained one of these trained dogs
from Frank and satisfied with his first dog, sent his son
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BRIESE, LLOYD and TRUDY

locales around Neepawa including the Yellowhead Manor,
the Legion Hall, the Land Titles Office building and the
offices at Meyers, Norris and Penny. Their jobs provided
not only an income, but also a chance to meet many new
people. Ross loved to chat and once people discovered
his penchant for sweets, chats were often accompanied
by something to satisfy his sweet tooth, much to his great
pleasure!
In 1978, Maureen married Dale Wolaniuk (son of Bill
and Vivian Wolaniuk of Arden) and they have spent their
entire married life in Winnipeg. Born to them are a son
Justin and a daughter Avery, who also reside in Winnipeg.
Justin married Marjory (Misty) Cann (daughter of Dwight
and Roberta Cann of Winnipeg) in 2006 and they have
provided Maureen and Dale with two great sources of
enjoyment and entertainment, namely the grandchildren,
Isabelle and Ross.
Shannon married Graham McConnell (son of Bev
and Shirley McConnell of Eden) in 1985. They have
two children: a daughter Donica, who currently lives in
Winnipeg and a son Matthew, who resides with his parents
in Neepawa.
In 1988, Janine married John Klimack (son of Vern
and Alice Klimack of Inglis, MB). They currently live
on an acreage on the outskirts of Elie, MB, where fortunately they were spared by the devastating tornado in June
2007.
Oreen remains in Neepawa in the “retirement home”
on Second Avenue that she and Ross purchased and enjoys
having family and friends close by to pass the time with.
Ross passed away in 2002, just six days short of his
70th birthday. Joyfully, he lived long enough to see his first
great-grandchild, Isabelle born, just two months prior to
his passing. Sadly, he didn’t live to see his namesake and
great-grandson Ross, but we are sure from the antics of
this child, Ross James Bray continues to live on.

Submitted by Karen Janzen
Lloyd and Gertrude (Harrison) Briese were married
on Dec. 27, 1944. They took up residence in the Dumfries
area, and Lloyd bought the Briese Farm from his father,
Julius, in 1950. They ran a grain and dairy farm, with
several registered Holstein cows. They delivered milk to
Charlie Martin’s plant in Neepawa, and when that closed,
the milk was trucked to Brandon. Eventually, they bought
a milk separator, and took the cream to the Neepawa
Creamery.
Lloyd and Trudy have always been active in the
community. Lloyd was a Langford councillor 1959-1968,
and reeve 1968-1980. He served on the Dumfries School
board, was director of Brandon Milk Producers board,
manager of Manitoba Pool Elevators Feeder Cattle
Program, director of Beautiful Plains Agricultural Society,
director of Neepawa Area Development Corporation, secretary of the Seed Club, and chairman of East View Lodge
and Community Building committee. He was actively
involved in the formation of the Watershed Area, Neepawa
Veterinary Clinic, Ambulance Service and the 4-H Dairy
Club. Lloyd also worked as a crop insurance adjustor for
the provincial government and later, was on an advisory
committee to the Minister of Agriculture. He is currently
an active member of Oddfellows and Rotary Clubs.

Stuart, Wanda, Lloyd, Trudy, Karen.
Taken at Lloyd and Trudy’s 60th Anniversary
celebration 2004.
Trudy was born in Laurier and came to Neepawa to
take nurse’s training at the Neepawa Hospital. For several
years, she helped with farming and milking cows, and in
1967, when the cows were sold, she returned to nursing at
East View Lodge, where she remained until retirement in
1978. She taught Sunday School at Dumfries School and
was a member of the Dumfries Womens Institute. She was
a leader of the Neepawa Buttons and Bows 4-H Club for

Woodmere Farm, NW 21-14-15, RM of Langford
Owned by Edmund and Eliza Bray and family, Rueben
and Florence Bray and family, Ross and Oreen Bray
and family, and presently owned by David and Carol
Bray and sons.
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Wanda has two children: Travis Gordon Long (wife
Jennifer Benson) and their son Thomas Gordon, and Kari
Ann Long all live in Manitou.

20 years, and is currently an active member of the United
Church Women’s and Rebekah Lodge. She enjoys playing
bridge, knitting, crocheting, and playing the organ.
Lloyd and Trudy retired to Neepawa in 1975, and began
traveling. They have traveled to New Zealand, Australia,
Cuba, France, Germany, Holland, Spain, and through most
of Canada and United States. From 1979-2002, they spent
their winters in McAllen, Texas, forming many wonderful
friendships with other snowbirds there.

KAREN ANNE (BRIESE) JANZEN:
Karen took nurses training in Winnipeg, and has
remained there. She married David Wayne Janzen in 1979,
and they now live in the Charleswood area. David works in
the computer department of Manitoba Telephone System,
and Karen has mostly worked in the health care field.
Karen enjoys crafts, playing bridge, and is the Queen of
her chapter of the Red Hat Society. David will be retiring
in 2007, and they plan to travel. Karen has two children:
Ryan David Briese Janzen (fiancé Amanda), and Kory
Martin Janzen living in Winnipeg.

STUART GORDON BRIESE:
Stuart took over the Briese farm from his father in
1975, and continues to run a grain and cattle farm. He
was a Langford councillor 1986-2006, and served on the
Association of Manitoba Municipalities as a director for
six years, vice-president for three years, and president for
three years. Nationally, he was a director of the Federation
of Canadian Municipalities for three years, spending one
year on the executive committee. In 1997, he won an
Environmental Stewardship Award from the Manitoba
Cattle Producers Association for his work in rotational
grazing, contributing to improved wildlife habitat. He also
won a Conservation District Family Farm Award from the
Whitemud Conservation District.
Locally, Stuart is a member of the Neepawa Elks and
Neepawa Legion #23. He has served as manager of minor
hockey teams and devoted 18 years to coaching minor and
intermediate baseball. Stuart was on the board of directors
for Neepawa Recreation Complex, and the Yellowhead
Curling Club. He spent 20 years on the Neepawa and Area
Planning District committee, 10 years as chairman. He
spent 20 years on the Lake Irwin committee, 8 years as
chairman. He was a director of NADCO and the Chamber
of Commerce.
Provincially, Stuart is currently on the Tire Stewardship
board, municipal board, and the Manitoba Community
Services council. He was also a member of the CanadaManitoba Infrastructure Selection committee, and the
Prairie Grain Roads Selection committee. Stuart will be
the Conservative candidate for St. Rose in the next provincial election.
Stuart has two children: Karla Rhae Briese (husband
Leonard Sawchuk) lives in Edmonton, and Kallan Stuart
Briese lives in Neepawa. Kallan has one daughter, Taylor.
Stuart has two step-children, Dana and Colin Craig.

BROCK, JIM and LIL
S ½ 23-15-13 R.M. of Lansdowne
We sold our farms in July, 1968, due to health concerns.
We purchased a home in Carberry. Jim worked for the
“Potato Plant” for 22 years and retired in March, 1991.
Lil grew a large garden, etc. and did mending and knitting
for those in need.
We have a family of seven: Cecil, Margaret-Anne,
Debbie, Susan, Fred, Donna and Karen. Cecil and Margaret
Anne went to school at Winchester, Arden and Neepawa.
Cecil went to Red River Community College, Margaret
to Carberry. Debbie, Susan and Fred went to Winchester,
Arden then Carberry; Donna and Karen went to Carberry
(1-12).
Cecil (September 1949), married Terry Anne in April
1970, and have two children: Clifford, January 1972, now
of Alberta and Diane, February 1975, now of Brandon.
Margaret-Anne (December 1951) married Rob O.
Calnest in March 1970, and they have two children: Clinton
R. (October 1970) and Tracy Lee (January 1973). Clinton
married Lori and have two children: Jordan (January
1997) and Brandon (May 1998). They live at Stoughton,
SK. Tracy Lee married Chris Sutherland (July 1994) and
they have two children: Arron (April 1995) and Nicholas
(August 1997). Margaret-Anne and Rob were divorced.
Margaret-Anne married Les Harburn in November 1994.
Debbie (August 1956) married Merlin Chambers in
October 1972, and they have two boys: David (March
1973) and Michael (May 1978). David married Nancy
in September 1995 and they have two children: Brooke
(March 2000) and Ryan (April 2002). Michael plans to
marry Rhonda in July 2007 and has one son, Brandon
(June 1999). They all live at Drayton Valley, AB.
Susan (December 1957) has four children: Larry
(February 1976, now of Gladstone), Richard, Crystal and
Erik. Susan married Ken Holt in March 1977 and later

WANDA LOUISE (BRIESE) LONG:
Wanda worked as a secretary in Winnipeg, and married
Brian Gordon Long in 1969. Brian was a United Grain
Growers elevator agent, and they eventually took up residence in Manitou, MB. Brian ran the elevator there for
several years, until he died in 2001. Wanda works part-time
at the Manitou Post Office, and enjoys gardening, quilting,
and playing piano at the Manitou United Church.
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born April 25, 1969, married Jay Williams Aug. 12, 1995
and is presently living in Calgary, AB with their daughter
Jennifer born Aug. 3, 1999; Kevin, born July 30, 1980 is
living in Brandon. Francis married Leila McBain Jan. 21,
1993. They reside in Neepawa.
Their daughter Shirley was born Jan. 21, 1949. She
attended school at Gordon School and high school at
Brookdale. Shirley married Marshall Lee in Nov. 1971.
They have three daughters: Michelle, born June 8, 1972
and is living in Brandon; Trisha, born Jan. 7, 1977 and
is living in Brandon with her daughter Sidney who was
born Sept. 8, 2004; and Lindsay, born Nov. 12, 1982 and
is living in Winnipeg. Shirley is residing in Brandon.
Jim, the youngest son, was born Jan. 4, 1955 and had
the distinction of being Neepawa’s New Year’s baby. Jim
attended school in Brookdale and Neepawa. Jim married
Tannis Hunter of Arden on May 15, 1976. They have two
children: Tannis Lynn, born Sept. 25, 1976, married Morgan
Birnie Aug. 14, 1999 and lives east of Neepawa. They
have one son, Colter born Feb. 19, 2004 in Kingstown,
St. Vincent and the Grenadines; Michael, born Aug. 31,
1978 and is presently living in Winnipeg. Jim and Tannis
reside in Neepawa.
Sid passed away July 10, 1979 after a short illness.
Lil continues to reside in Neepawa.

divorced. They have one son Richard (January 1979).
Susan later had another relationship and has two children. Crystal (September 1982) married Dave Clark July
2001 and have two children: Brooke (October 2000) and
Christen (September 2003). They live in Brandon. Erik
(May 1984) works for Crane Steel.
Fred (May 1960) married Adele in May 1981. They
have three children: Kaytlin (April 1991), Keyghen (June
1994), and Teyvan (April 1996). They live in Glenboro.
Donna (January 1963) married Peter Thiessen of
Austin in August 1980. They have two children: Naomi
and Nicole. Naomi (June 1980) married Jason Hamm (July
2005). They live in Brandon. Nicole (November 1983) and
Glen McCullock live in Portage and have one daughter
Paige (August 2005).
Karen Marie (August 1965) married Shane Creasy in
October 1987, and they have three girls: Tanya (November
1981), Kayla (August 1989) and Jalisa (June 1992). Tanya
lives in Carberry. Kayla and Jalisa live in Sydney.
We enjoy the history books and any news of our former
friends and neighbors.

BROWN, DOROTHY
See Batchelor Family

BRYDON, ALLEN and SHIRLEY
BROWN, SID and LILIAN

Submitted by Shirley Brydon

Submitted by Tannis Brown
Allen Vinnell Brydon, second son of Alfred Earnest
Brydon and Joan Bartlett (Vinnell) Brydon was born Oct.
7, 1930 in the old Neepawa Hospital. He was raised on
the family farm, in the Sinclairville district. The family
included brother Robert, and sisters Margaret (Freemen),
Doris (Meadows), and Norma (Watson).
Allen received his education at the Oakdale and
Sinclairville Schools. Due to his father’s failing eyesight,
he assumed the full responsibility of the farming operation
at an early age, an occupation he would continue for the
next 49 years.
On Oct. 4, 1958, in the Neepawa United Church, he
married Shirley Irene Hope Cathcart, only daughter of
Thomas Warland Cathcart and Edith Ann (Hillis) Cathcart.
Shirley was born at home in the Keyes district on Feb.
9, 1936. Shirley has one brother Russel (Nanaimo, BC).
Shirley received her first two years of schooling at the old
Union School and remainder in the Neepawa Schools.
Allen and Shirley have two sons: David Allen born
June 2, 1961 and Robert Dale born Dec. 3, 1964.
In October 1969, the family moved from the
Sinclairville farm to the Brydon farm near Neepawa. This
was the farm that Allen’s grandfather (Walter Brydon)

Sid was born in Thrushington, County of Leicestershire,
England on Nov. 28, 1917. In 1927, Sid came to Canada
with his family, Francis and Martha Brown. He received
his schooling in Elton School District. He resided in
the Douglas district until 1939, when he moved to the
Mentmore area to farm. In 1941, Sid enlisted in the Third
Division Royal Canadian Artillery. When overseas in
England, Sid met and married Lilian Gilham on April 22,
1944 at Harrietsham, Kent. Lilian came to Canada in 1946,
as a war bride. Sid and Lil were both active in 4-H in the
Cordova area for approximately 10 years. They also both
enjoyed curling. Sid was a member of the board of directors of Manitoba Pool Elevators and served on the advisory
board of the Co-op Livestock Division. They raised three
children, two boys and a girl: Francis, Shirley and Jim.
Francis, their oldest son, was born on Feb. 23, 1947.
He spent his elementary school years at Gordon School
and went to high school at Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute. On April 23, 1966 Francis married Stacey Veale
of Neepawa. They have three children: Cheryl born Sept.
30, 1966, married Darren Ernest, July 6, 1990 and lives in
the Mentmore district with their two children, Neil born
March 3, 1992 and Michelle born Nov. 15, 1994; Kerri,
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The Rosedale Church and cemetery were located on
the southeast corner of our property.
Bert and I loved the land and animals we cared for.
Working together, it brought us many rewards. We saw
many changes in farming during those 32 years.
Failing health forced Bert to retire and we sold the
farm and bought a home on Brock Street in Neepawa in
1979. Bert’s death occurred in 1989.
In 1993, I sold our home and moved into an apartment
in the Elks Manor where I am very happy and content.

homesteaded in 1877. The house had been built by the
earlier Brydon’s in 1914.
Allen has been active in the Beautiful Plains
Agricultural Society, the Arden and Neepawa Curling
Clubs and the Arden and Neepawa Odd Fellows Lodges.
Shirley has been active in the Inkerman United Church
Women and the local Rebekah Lodge. Both are members
of the Neepawa United Church.
In June, 2006, the homestead acreage was sold and
Allen and Shirley moved into West Park Trailer Park in
Neepawa.
David lives in Neepawa and is owner of “Stoney Creek
Transport”. He has one daughter, Kylee Diana born July
9, 1985. Kylee and partner Rennie (St Hilaire) have one
son, Theo McGregor born Aug. 13, 2006. They make their
home at Hazelridge, MB.
Dale and partner Michelle (Johanson) make their
home in Neepawa. Dale is owner/operator of R.D. Brydon
Trucking. Michelle works for Manitoba Hydro.
The Brydon family feels fortunate to have called
Neepawa and area their home.

BUCHANAN, BILL and LEONA
Submitted by Marlene Campbell
Bill and Leona (Murdoch) lived on the farm two miles
east and one mile north of Birnie. Bill passed away in
January, 1969, so Leona sold the farm to Tom and Linda
Eng. Leona moved to Neepawa, where she lived until she
passed away in October of 1994. Bill and Leona have two
children: Don and Marlene.
Don married Ruth Boquist of Port Alberni, BC and they
have three children: Shannon, Trent and Kristal. Don and
Ruth are retired and live at Qualicum Beach, BC. Shannon
married Randy Frederick and they live at Shaunavan, SK.
They have four children: Jordan, Joshua, Janessa and Joelle.
Trent married Caroll Vause and they live at Courtney, BC.
They have three children: Matt, Kyrsten and Nick. Kristal
married Peter Currie and they live at Whiterock, BC. They
have two children: Sarah and Sheryl.
Marlene married Bill Campbell, but they were divorced
in 1986. They have four children: Lindsay, Kelly, LeahAnne and Alison. Marlene is retired and lives with her
partner, Grant McDonald in Brandon, MB. Lindsay lives
at Oakbank, MB. He has three daughters: Deena, Emily
and Jessica. Deena married Kurt Amy of Birtle, MB and
they have two daughters: Tatum and Mackenzie. Kelly and
his partner Kim Howe have two sons: Tyler and Brandon
and they live at Beaver Dam, NB. Leah-Anne lives in
Calgary, AB. Alison married Mike Burgess and they have
three sons: Alex, Jordan and Brenden and they live in
Brandon, MB.

BUCHANAN, BETTY M.
Submitted by Betty Buchanan

BUCHANAN, “LONG” JOHN
Submitted by Joan Dick
Born on May 7, 1857 in Elma Township, Perth County,
ON, “Long” John Buchanan, so nicknamed because of his
height, came to the Riding Mountain area in 1879 with his
parents Samuel and Mary (Watson) Buchanan and other
members of the Buchanan family. They had originally
emigrated from Ireland to Perth County, ON during the
Irish potatoe famine.

In 1927, I was the third child (a twin) born to Herb
and Verna Howard. My childhood years and my education
took place at Riding Mountain, MB. In 1947, I married
a farmer, Wilbert (Bert) Buchanan of the Mountain View
district, north of Neepawa.
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Elizabeth Shields Graham
Margaret “Maggie” (1890-1919) married “Ted” Ellis
Albert Dafoe in 1910 and lived in the Neepawa area with
their four children, two of whom died in infancy. Gordon
Ellis (1911-1999) married Viola Henry and had five children: Marie, Robert, James, and Arthur. Arthur was killed
in World War II in 1943.
Elizabeth “Lizzie” (1893-1988) married Charles
MacArthur in 1915 and had two daughters and three
sons. The family moved to Pleasantdale, SK after World
War I, and to Flin Flon, MB in 1940. Eileen Margaret
(1915-1997) married Earl Mahoney and lived in Flin Flon
and Prince Albert, SK with their three sons: Terry (lives
in Hobart, Tasmania), Patrick, and Kevin. Willena “Billie”
Elizabeth married William Fardoe in 1948 and lived in Flin
Flon with their four children: Donna, Sandra, Maxine, and
Gerald. Charles Ross (1923-1995) lived in Thompson, MB
and never married. John Andrew married Dora Maluta and
lived in Flin Flon with their two sons: David and Gordon.
Douglas Alexander married Mary Makuk and lived in Flin
Flon, Snow Lake and Saskatoon with their four children:
Kenneth (1957-1991), Karen, Robert, and John.
Cassie (1895-1938) married George Leverington in
1912 and lived in Riding Mountain and Pleasantdale, SK
with their three children. Jean (1913-2002) married Einar
Hoglin and lived in Robb, AB and British Columbia. They
had four children: Marvin, Maxine, Dianne, and Denise.

Long John
“Long” John married Margaret Coulter about 1880.
She died shortly after and they had no children.
“Long” John later married Elizabeth Shields Graham
(born in 1869 in Huron, ON) on Jan. 18, 1888. They had
13 children, with Elizabeth dying in childbirth delivering twins on Feb. 20, 1911. “Long” John moved with his
children to Pleasantdale, SK in 1918.
Mary Jane (1888-1961) married George Smith
(1875-1961) in 1908. They lived in Saskatoon, SK and
had four daughters. Madeline (1910-1977) married Jack
Woods and lived in Winnipeg. Luzelle (1912-1967)
married Bill Dodd and lived in Saskatoon. Neither had
children. Dorothy (1915-1990) married Frederick Main
and had two children: Frederick and Judy. Betty Lou
married Raymond Oancia and lived on the lower mainland,
in British Columbia with their three children: Candace,
Derek, and Heather.
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lived in Nova Scotia and Winnipeg with their three children: Karen, Tara, and David.
Andrew (1901-1975) married Electa Smith (1908-1957)
in 1927 and had three daughters. Beryl Electa married
Fred Morrison (1924-1969) and lived in Saskatoon with
their seven children: Elizabeth, David, Douglas, Barbara,
Brenda, Bonnie, and Dale. She later married Howard
Hitchcock in 1981. Shirley Islay Elizabeth (1930-2000)
married Bill Rayner and had three children: Bill, Debbie,
and Jacolyn. Evelyn Donalda married Garth Olson and
lived in Saskatoon with their five children: Sherry, Pattie,
Donna, Debra, and Robert. Andrew later married Anne
Fast.
Georgina (1903-1999) married Bert Harris in 1928
and lived in Melfort, SK and Maple Ridge, BC. They had
no children.
Samuel (1906-1990) never married. He lived in
Melfort, SK, Thunder Bay, ON, and Maple Ridge, BC.
Lydena (1907-1982) married Gordon Magee and lived
in Saskatoon with their five children. Elaine Louise married
Cy Evans and lived in Saskatoon with their two children:
Gary and Debra. Vivienne Florence married Hugh McGinn
and has three children: Hugh (1949-1969), Gordon and
Kathleen. Barbara Elizabeth (1929-1983) married Eugene
Boll. Leslie Madeline (1930-2002) married Andy Anderson
and lived in Prince Albert with their three daughters: April,
Rhonda and Laurie. “Bud” Ronald Gordon (1931-1983)
never married.
Elsie (1908-1911) died as a young child.
Alexander (1911-1987) first married Ivy Wilkins
in 1936 and had three children. John Floy Buchanan
(1936-1937) died in infancy. Wanda Mae married Michael
Skakun and had seven children: David, Deborah, Michael,
Cathy, Patrick, Pamela and Linda. Alexander “Butch”
married Doreen Henderson and had five children: Lyle,
Vicki, Sherry, Shawn, and James. Alexander later married
Merle McFarland and lived in Saskatoon with their son,
Glen Buchanan.
Merle (1911-1991) married George Hillis in 1931
and had no children. They lived in various places in
Saskatchewan, lastly in Fort Qu’Appelle, SK.
“Long” John was a member of the Col. Thomas Scott
battalion in the 1885 Northwest Rebellion. An expert shot,
he was exceptionally fond of hunting and while hunting
ducks, caught a severe chill which resulted in his becoming ill and dying in Saskatoon on April 17, 1932. He was
buried in Rosedale Cemetery, north of Neepawa, beside
his wife Elizabeth.
It was mainly through the efforts of “Long” John that
Riding Mountain is situated at its present site. When a
Canadian National Railway siding couldn’t be built in
the original location (two miles to the south) in 1903, he
agreed to sell a portion of his land at NW 10-18-15 so that
the siding could be built and the village established.

Reta married Roy Mitten and lived in Windsor, ON. Bert
John (1920-1945) was killed in Holland during World War
II.
Myrtle (1890-1961) married Stanley Rupert in 1920
and lived in Melfort, SK with their two sons. Melvin Glen
(1921-1976) married Mary Balon and lived in Melfort with
their two children: Sheldon (1952-1972) and Deborah.
Kenneth Monson (1925-1945) was killed off the coast of
Scotland during World War II.

The Buchanan Sisters
Back Row: Myrtle Rupert, Mary Jane Smith, Georgina,
Harris Lizzie McArthur
Front Row: Merle Hillis, Kate Kennedy
Kate (1899-1985) married Hugh Kennedy in 1918
and lived in Saskatchewan with their nine children. Laura
Margaret Shields (1919-1946) married Ross John Kirk and
had one son, Derryl. Wilda Leona (1921-1974) married
Jack Kells and lived in Saskatoon with their three children:
Brian, Sandra and Bradley. Garth O’Neill (1923-1996)
married Betty Mae Van Allen and had three children:
Beverly, Catherine, and Nancy. Florence married Bill
Myrglod and lived in Weyburn, SK with their five children: Patricia, Cheryl, Laura, Garth and Kevin. Norman
(1927-2003) married Doreen Marak and lived in Moose
Jaw and elsewhere with the Canadian Army. They had
three children: Monica, Montgomery (1957-1957)
and Linda. Agnes Joyce was stillborn in 1929. Hugh
John (1932-1992) married Gladys Michie and lived in
Saskatchewan and lower mainland in British Columbia
with their three children: Lori, Debra, and Hugh. Iris Joan
married Darrel Dick and lived in Saskatoon and Regina
with their four children: Karen, Cindy, Janet, and Darrel.
Sharon Patricia (1941-2003) married Thomas Bailey and
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BUCHANAN, SAMUEL and MARY

young widow, Phyllis Buchanan with son David in 1958
and settled in Arden. They then added to their family two
daughters, Kim and Colleen. Bill and Phyllis also raised
Phyllis’s youngest brother Walter from the age of ten.
Bill and Phyllis loved music and spent many delightful
hours playing, they also loved sports, as you would see
them down at the rink curling or Bill behind the catcher
as the local umpire. Bill passed away in 1977, at an early
age of 44. Phyllis passed away in 2000 in Souris, where
she lived for nine years.
Son, David married Dianne Jordan in 1970 and lives
in Arden.
Daughter, Kim married George Braun in 1982 and
lives in Arden with their two sons, Steven (1991) and
Jeffrey (1993).
Daughter, Colleen married Doug Crampain in 1988
who lived in Souris until 2006 and now lives in Arden.
Phyllis’ brother, Walter lives in Brandon with wife
Lana.
His sister, Marie passed away in 1990 and his brother,
Murray passed away in 1995.

Submitted by Merv Buchanan
Our branch of the Buchanan clan came to Canada in
the fall of 1847. During this time, a number of families
emigrated from Ireland due to the potato famine. My greatgreat grandfather and his wife whose maiden name was
Jane Long came to Canada from Omagh, County Tyrne
in Ireland.
My great grandfather, Samuel Buchanan married Mary
Watson in Ontario and they, along with their family, came
to the Neepawa area in 1878 along with a younger brother
and sister. I believe Samuel Buchanan was the second
family into the Neepawa area. The first family to arrive
in Neepawa was a man by the name of John Graham and
his family. The Grahams settled on land which is now the
Riverside Cemetery.
My grandfather, Robert George Buchanan was born
Sept. 28, 1875, the second youngest of nine children. When
my great grandfather came to Neepawa area, he homesteaded the E ½ of 28-15-15 in the RM of Rosedale and
his oldest son Robert homesteaded the W ½ of 28-15-15.
This section is presently owned by my brother Gerald who
resides in Neepawa.
My two brothers and I attended Mountain View
School which was situated one mile south of our farm
on 21-15-15. The site of the school is marked by a cairn
as the buildings are long gone. Our dad, Sam Buchanan,
married Margaret Jackson and they have a family of four
boys: Deryle, Mervyn, Gerald and Ron. The eldest son
Deryle died in infancy. Their second son Mervyn, married
Mary May McCracken and we presently reside in Red
Deer, AB. Our family consisted of twin daughters, Judy
and Joanne; and one son, Howard, who is retired from
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and both Joanne and
Howard reside in Red Deer. Judy passed away in 2004.
Gerald has three sons in his family, Rob, Scott and Byron.
Ron has two children, Catherine and Kevin.
This is a short family history from the time our family
came to Canada 160 years ago.

BURGESS, FRED
Submitted by Ian Burgess
The Fred Burgess family history continued from page
409 in the Heritage – Neepawa Land of Plenty – 1883-1983
history book.
By 1983, Fred had been retired for at least 14 years.
Though he was not in the “public” most people in Neepawa
still knew him.
He and his second wife, Marybelle McFadyen
McIntyre, had married in 1953. They were initial occupants of Kinsmen Kourts. In 1995, they moved to East
View Lodge where they remained until they died.
Fred and Mary continued to golf into their 90’s – Fred
until he was 97.
They spent a fair amount of their time keeping up
with their grandchildren. Joe’s in Winnipeg began to
move around and it was hard to follow them all the time
– Elizabeth Anne obtained her Ph.D in molecular biology
and worked in research in a number of places, mostly in
Toronto where she married and has a son, Karim. Fred
(Jr.) after university moved to Winnipeg and worked in
the financial field. Jeannie married and moved to France.
She has two children, Sam and Manon.
Bobby went into the computer world taking his degree
in computer science following in his younger brother Bill’s
footsteps. Bill and his wife Edith MacDonald, moved to
Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he is employed as an
Information Technology expert. They have two children:
Holly, Joe’s wife, moved to Toronto when the last of her
children emigrated there. Joe, who had suffered a lengthy

BUCHANAN, WILLIAM THOMAS (BILL)
and PHYLLIS
Submitted by Colleen Crampain and Kim Braun
Bill, the first born of three children to Douglas and
Grace Buchanan, was born in the Rosedale district in
1933; his brother Murray and sister Marie were twins.
They were raised on the farm and went to school in the
Salisbury district. Phyllis was born in Brandon and raised
in the Carberry district. Bill was employed with the RM of
Lansdowne for 24 years; he was also “Arden’s Handyman”
and spent many hours helping other people. He married a
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in Collingwood, ON. Their youngest child, my grandmother, was born there in 1877 (also on August 19). There
were three other children but I do not know where they
were born or died. In 1891, the family had moved again,
this time to Portage la Prairie. Charles, the father, was a
lumber merchant, an occupation that his son William also
entered. Charles’ obituary states that he was in demand all
over the countryside for his wonderful baritone voice. I
believe that he was also the choir-master at St. Mary La
Prairie Anglican Church.

illness, died in 1993 in his 70th year. He is buried in the
Neepawa Cemetery with his mother.
Don’s kids, Michael, Pat and Grant were not much
easier for Fred and Mary to keep up to, but they tried.
Michael became a medical ethicist and is now a professor in that field in Vancouver, where he and his partner
Violet raised llamas. Pat completed law and practices in
the Thackray Burgess firm in Calgary. Pat has two children, Ryan and Alexis who also live in Calgary. Grant
and his wife Allison, live in Strathmore with their two
children and Grant’s two girls. He works in the Calgary oil
patch. Grant’s artistic bent has flourished and it is always
a pleasure to visit their home and see what he has created
lately. Don died in his 67th year, after retiring from practice several years before.
Ian’s children saw the most of Fred and Mary in the
later years and they appreciated granddad and grandma.
Though David lived in Calgary where he took his Bachelor
of Commerce and chartered accountant, he made every
effort to see his grandparents. Dave married in 1997 and
he and his wife, Cheryl, have two children, Katie and
Scott. Norine has gone on to become an opera singer after
completing her degree in Calgary and taking her diploma
at the Opera School of Ontario. Despite her travels, she
managed to come home to sing at Fred’s funeral in January
1998. Norine has three children, Sophie, age 11 and twins
Lisbet and Nikolaus, aged 4.
Mary outlived Fred by a year and died in 1999.
Mary’s daughter Beryl was often visiting Fred and
Mary and her children also were fond of their grandparents.
Fred’s career in World War I was almost unknown to
the family until he started to talk to his grandson, David.
Dave’s favorite memory was when grandfather “Corporal”
Fred and three younger EMEGEE’s (Machine Gunners)
in 1918 were assigned 2000 yards of front to cover for 24
hours. At 4 pm the next day, they were to meet their transport on an adjacent road. Fortunately, the Germans did not
discover how thin that portion of the front line was!

William Burley
Will Burley was a lumber merchant in Neepawa
according to the 1901 Canadian census. He had married
Alice Mary Ham in Portage la Prairie, probably about 1899
or 1900. (This marriage is not recorded in the Manitoba
Vital Statistics records.) Their children were all born in
Manitoba: Alice Helen on Feb. 10, 1901, Norman George
on March 16, 1903, and Martha Eleanor in July, 1906.
According to the 1911 census for Vancouver, BC, all were
born in Manitoba
I am sending photos of William Stuttard Burley, his
three children and two of his house. He looks to me as
though he is in his late forties or fifties. The only times I
met him were once when I was 14 and again when I was
17. He had severe rheumatoid arthritis and had been bedridden for 10 years the first time I met him. The second
time, he had managed to get his body working enough that
he could get around using a walker. He had very sharp blue
eyes and reminded me very much of my grandmother. She
had died when I was only five but I can still remember her.
Uncle Will died on Sept. 9, 1960 at age 89.

BURLEY, WILLIAM STUTTARD
and ALICE MARY
Submitted by Susan Bethune
William Stuttard Burley, the youngest son of Charles
Burley and Mary Stuttard, was born on Aug. 19, 1871 in
Buffalo, New York. Will’s parents were both from England.
One of the families, according to family stories, was a
sheep farmer and the others were mill owners. Charles and
Mary apparently eloped about 1863, and were married in
Manchester, England. They emigrated to New York where
at least three children were born, the youngest of these was
William. In 1871, the family emigrated to Canada settling
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The Garden Path
The other two photos are of the Burley house (The
Garden Path) in Neepawa when Ed and I visited it about
1998 or 1999. We stayed in the main bedroom looking out
over the front street.

BURNETT, GARY and MELANIE
Gary and Melanie (nee Winters of Dauphin) moved
to “Sleepy Hollow”, the Scotty Burnett family home, 460
Main Street East, Hwy 16, on Aug. 1, 1999 with Melanie’s
son Daniel (Kimo) Kimacovich (17 at the time). Gary
has two sons, Randon and Bryce, who reside in Alberta.
Melanie has an older son, Billy Kimacovich, who resides
in Winnipeg. Prior to moving to the property, it had been
rented out by Gary’s father, Don Burnett, for 25 years to
numerous tenants. Brother Ray did reside on the property for a short period in the mid 70’s. In 1997, Don sold
the remaining quarter minus 10 acres where the house
stands.
In 2003, Gary and Melanie officially purchased the
house and remaining 10 acres and continue to live there.
Gary is an electrician employed by National Defense at
the Canadian Forces Base in Shilo. Initially employed as
a teacher at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute, Melanie
is currently the coordinator of student services for the
Beautiful Plains School Division.
Daniel is employed as a power engineer at Wyeth
Pharmaceuticals in Brandon. He owns revenue property
in Neepawa and currently resides in the Oberon area with
Donna Baker.

Helen, Martha and Norman
The children in the photo are Helen, Martha and
Norman. I would estimate that it was taken about 1908-1909.
I didn’t know the younger two and don’t remember ever
meeting them, but I did know Helen. My father was very
fond of her. She visited Winnipeg a number of times and
always came to see him. My grandmother was also named
Helen. When I saw Uncle Will’s Helen in about 1976, she
showed me a large swatch of her own hair and said that it
was the same colour as my grandmothers. It was a glorious
rich auburn colour.

BURNETT, RANALD (SCOTTY)
Scotty was born Nov. 17, 1890 at Old Meldrum, near
Aberdeen in Scotland. His father died when he was three
years old. Scotty went to work at the age of twelve in order
to help support his mother and family. He apprenticed as
a saddler/harness maker and used that trade to employ

Main Bedroom – The Garden Path
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married Dorothy Amelia Keyes in Keyes Anglican Church.
Dorothy was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Keyes.
She obtained her Bachelor of Arts from the U of M. After
their marriage, they resided at MacDonald, MB, where
their two children, Sheila and Colin William (Lin) were
born. Colin Sr. worked for the Department of Highways.
Dorothy died suddenly in November, 1935.
In 1943, Colin returned to the home farm at Keyes
to SE 34-14-13 in the RM of Lansdowne. He continued
farming until failing health forced him to retire and he
passed away in March 1959. Both are buried in Mekiwin
cemetery.
Sheila received her registered nurse degree, later
married and lives in Ottawa with her husband, Wilfred
Ham. She has three children.
Lin attended school at Keyes and later, received his
diploma in agriculture from the U of M. He married Mona
Kennedy from Wellwood, MB in August 1959. How can
we forget that year when the snow came early in October
and stayed until spring? Mona taught school at Arden from
1958-1960. We continue to operate the original Burnside
Farm and were honoured to be presented with a century
farm sign and plaque in 2004.
Our family has grown and pursued their chosen
careers. All three of our children graduated from William
Morton Collegiate in Gladstone and obtained their degrees
from the U of M. Gary, a lawyer at Swan River, MB,
was married to Deborah and have two children. Tyler is
currently attending U of M in his first year and Nyla is in
school at Swan River.
Cheryl received her Bachelor of Nursing and works as
a case co-coordinator at two Winnipeg hospitals. Married
to Robert Elyk, they have three sons: Kyle, Ryan and Alex
who are all in school in Winnipeg.
Robert graduated from commerce honours, is married
to Marianne and lives and works in the United States.
Our grandchildren keep us young and interested in all
their busy lives.
What a treat it was in June 2007, when we visited
the homelands of our ancestors – the Burnside’s from
Glasgow, Scotland and my maternal grandparents from
northern Ireland.
As we gradually decrease our farming operation, we
look back and thank the generations before us for all their
hard work and determination to carve a better life for us.

himself when he arrived in Canada in 1906. He started
farming around Oberon, MB doing chores for local farmers until he was able to start his own farm. He also learned
to butcher cattle and sold meat door to door. He was joined
by a younger brother, Fredwell, who died shortly after
arriving in Canada and is buried in the family plot at the
Neepawa Cemetery.
Scotty established a butcher shop and abattoir with
Mr. Dunn, which ran successfully and after a few years, he
purchased the business and proceeded on his own. He was
also contracted to buy horses for the railroad to clear bush
in Ontario. He bought horses in Alberta, Saskatchewan
and Manitoba. By this time, he became well known as a
very shrewd and successful businessman. Scotty purchased
many acres of property in and around the Neepawa area.
Scotty sold all of his property in 1975 to son Donald,
who sold most of that property to neigbouring farmers
and in 2003, sold the last 10 acres, “Sleepy Hollow”, to
son Gary.
Around 1918, Scotty married Christina White of
Oberon. They have six children: three boys and three
girls: Alex (Jean Burnett, four sons, George, Don, Ken
and Robert); Mac (Thelma Piett, one daughter, Chrissy);
Donald (married Muriel Biles, four children Judy, Ray,
Gary and Bonnie); Jean (Bob Welsh, Duluth, Minnesota,
Barbara, twins: Kevin and Kerry, John, Caroline), Peggy
(Steve Stelmack, Bobby) and Jessie (daughter Sandie).
Scotty and Christine separated and divorced when the
children were very young. Scotty married Rita (Schwalyk),
employee of Scotty and Christine, who continued to raise
the children after Christine’s departure. Scotty and Rita
built a new home at 460 Main Street East, which was then
known as “Sleepy Hollow”. At this site, he and Rita established a butcher shop. Many customers recall Rita’s kindness, hard work, licorice and headcheese. Scotty became
well known for his good eye for quality and ability for
buying choice beef and horses at auctions.
Scotty retained his love and pride for Scotland and
traveled back many times to visit. He enjoyed visitors and
welcomed many into his home for regular card games.
Everyone for miles around knew of him, fondly or otherwise. He died in October 1981, just short of his 91st birthday and is buried in the Neepawa Cemetery. Rita died in
1986 and is buried with Scotty.

BURNSIDE, COLIN WILLIAM
Submitted by Mona Burnside

BURNSIDE, CORY and ANGELA

Colin Andrew Burnside was born to Andrew Matheson
Burnside and Mary McDiarmid on Sept. 1, 1895. He
attended Twyford School, served with the Canadian Air
Force in World War I and later, attended agricultural
college at the University of Manitoba. On May 25, 1932, he

Cory moved to Neepawa in October 1994. He was born
Aug. 21, 1974 and is the son of Delmar and Edith Burnside
of Neepawa and has a sister Susan (Ryan Carlson) who
lives in Vancouver, BC. Cory went to school in Gladstone
for all his education. He graduated from William Morton
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Joyce’s memories at age eleven. My first memories
of Neepawa were the two-story house we lived in on the
corner of Fourth Avenue and Main Street. The trees were
tall on both sides of Main Street. On Fourth Avenue I
learned to ride my first bike and also Clelands Grocery
Store was pretty important to us as it was so close. I
remember meeting Carole Levenick and her two brothers
and Audrey Kerkowich (her mother’s dill pickles were the
best I had ever tasted). I remember the elementary school
was situated where the Safeway Store is now. I remember
Lieta Styles, Eleanor Goodwin, The Bolton boys, Barry
Reilly and Don Dunsmore to name a few. My favorite
teacher was Ruth Faryon, who had a special way of bringing out the best in her students. I remember her teaching
some of them how to old time waltz after school in the
old school basement. In high school, I enjoyed playing
volleyball and curling, and also taking up gardening in
4-H under the leadership of Mrs. Bray. Needless to say,
it was a help when mum and dad had the market garden
on Brown Avenue.

Collegiate in 1992 and has been farming and working
part-time since. He is currently employed with Manitoba
Agricultural Services Corporation (MASC) as a crop
adjuster. He operates Willowside Ranch, a cow/calf farm
13 miles east of Neepawa and thoroughly enjoys the cattle
business.
Angela, moved to Neepawa in February 1997 to work
as the manager of the Neepawa and District Chamber of
Commerce. She was born on Feb. 22, 1972 and is the
daughter of Gordon and Donna Pearen of Brandon and
has a sister Susan (Shane Ainsworth) of Chater. Angela
completed all her schooling in Brandon and graduated
from Crocus Plains Regional Secondary School in 1990.
Following graduation, Angela attended the University of
Manitoba and obtained her Bachelor’s Degree in Human
Ecology in 1994. She is currently working in Gladstone
with Manitoba Agriculture Food and Rural Initiatives as
a rural leadership specialist. Angela has been and continues to be involved with several community organizations
including the Neepawa and District United Way, Roxy
Theatre, Communities in Bloom and Beautiful Plains
Archives.
Cory and Angela were married on Oct. 23, 1999 in
Brandon. They continue to reside in Neepawa at 324
Brown Avenue.

BUSH, ERIC and EDNA
Submitted by Bill Bush and Sister Gloria
Eric Alfred Bush and his wife Edna moved to Neepawa
from Fort Frances, ON in 1948 with their children Joyce
(age 12), Gloria (age 9) and Bill (age 3). They first resided
at 151 Main Street and Fourth Avenue. Then later, moved
to 643 Brown Avenue where they had a large market
garden, and Eric worked as a lineman and inspector for
the Canadian National Railway.

Bush Family
It’s a joy for me to see the Roxy Theatre still up and
running. It has many memories for me. As a teenager,
we went to movies pretty well every week. Our teachers
put on plays there (it must have been a lot of work for
them). I played the part of Alice in Alice of Wonderland
and also was in the chorus of South Pacific. Another great
place was the Arcade. As young people, we would dance
Friday and Saturday and on long weekends, we would
take in the midnight frolics. Another great memory was
the babysitting I did. Some names that pop into my head
are Bennetts, Elwicks, Humes, Guinns and Vivians. I
remember the old United Church where we went to Young
Peoples group under the leadership of Jim Scott. I went to
Sunday School there and also sang in the young peoples
choir. I also remember the Bamboo Gardens where we
went after school for their special buns. Summer time
Riverbend Park was the swimming spot. In my teen years,
I worked in Stedman’s Store at Christmas time and also I
stocked shelves at Burgess Grocery Store during my last
school summer. My last memories as a young girl was as

Eric, Edna, Gloria and Chum
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a student nurse at the hospital and also staying in the residence close by. That building isn’t there anymore. “Thank
you Neepawa for all the happy years I spent there”.
Since my sister Gloria and brother Bill sent in their
writings, I am saddened to say our mother Edna passed
away on Monday, Aug. 13, 2007.
Gloria’s memories are of the first house on the corner of
Main Street and Fourth Avenue that was right across from
a service station, and the first neighbours I met were the
Richards and Janet (Richard) came over to make friends.
There were also the Henrys (Sharon Henry also became a
good friend), the Carters, the Parkers, the Levenicks and
the Johnsons and a special lady down the lane by the name
of “Aunt Grace”, who loved kids and always had fresh,
baked cookies for us.
A few more friends I remember were Janet Thompson,
Nancy Hole, and Janet Richard (The Three Musketeers),
Caroline Holod, Myrna Hawkins, Miriam Shulman, Joyce
Jackson, Donna Martin, Patricia, Richard and Garry Harris,
Mervin Pilkey, Merle Johnson, Bill Bates, Bev Christmas,
Cecil Pittman and his brother Lorne, just to name a few.
I remember we didn’t live too far from the first school
we attended. I was in Grade 4 to Grade 8 there, and teachers that come to mind were Ms. Dalgliesh, Mr. Jim Scott,
and principal Mr. McAmmond. In the spring, many days I
recall walking to school with boots sloshing, as I couldn’t
resist testing the ice in the ditches because I was a bit of
a “tom-boy” back then.
Three to four years later, we moved to Brown Avenue.
We loved that big old house, and its property, and realize
now that it was quite the work load that mom and dad were
taking on, as it consisted of large strawberry and raspberry
patches, plus a vegetable garden, not to mention a three
story house with two rental suites on the second floor.
Dad still worked for the railway and he and mom now had
that big house and garden to maintain and we supplied
local grocers, the Red and White Stores with berries and
vegetables from summer to fall.

Dad was so proud of his market garden. I remember
one particular day that the whole family was out in the
potato field, and a gentleman by the name of Mr. Partaker
came over with his horse and tiller, and we followed along
behind picking up pail after pail of potatoes and dumping them into a pile for bagging. We earned our keep that
day.
Some of the neighbours on Brown Avenue were the
Jacksons, the Harris, the Pinks, the Birnies, the Hulmes,
the Holods, the Hunts, and the Vern Johnsons, just to
mention a few. There are so many things that pop into
my mind about Neepawa, that I won’t put them all down.
When we started school at Neepawa Collegiate it was
such a long walk from one end of the town to the other
and in winter we used to head for the bus stop coffee
shop as our first warm-up stop and then to the post office
as our second warm-up spot, and then onto the school
arriving sometimes half frozen (of course, our grandchildren today think I’m just exaggerating!). There were the
summer fairs, the baseball games at the fair grounds, the
Canadian Girls in Training camp I attended at Clear Lake.
We girls always had a great time! The wiener roasts in
the fall, the long summer days of swimming and having
picnics at Riverbend Park, and Halloween – every year
someone’s “outhouse” used to end up in Neepawa’s business district intersection! All in all Neepawa remains in
my mind one of the best places to live.
Bill’s memories are that when I was three years old
we moved into Neepawa which was my dad’s next move
with the Canadian National Railway. My memory is fairly
vague at our first house on Main and Fourth, but, I do
remember some of my playmates. Ronnie Carter was next
door and Norma Boyd was down by the CN station. A
Mr. Willerton was within a door or two of the Henrys.
He gave me a Red Ryder cup out of kindness and I still
retain it to this day. We attended West Park School and
the only teachers I can remember were Ms. Dalgliesh and
Mr. McAmmond.
There were some great events, like the Christmas
concerts and the Queen’s Coronation that stick in my
mind. Many of us still retain the Coronation medallions
that were handed out at the ceremony. My recollection of
my playmates at the house on Brown Avenue is a little
better. I loved that big stone house and property, despite
the grass cutting, the berry and the vegetable maintenance
and the work that went with all of it. I wish I had a dollar
for every 24 pint berry crate I built of wood, the kindling
I split, the shoveling of coal into the stoker and on and on.
The truth is I wouldn’t have traded it for anywhere else in
the world, at that time. It was an exciting time of my life,
with great friends, and neighbours.
I remember playing road hockey, football, baseball,
and a lot of other games we could just makeup. The various
participants were Garry Thomas, Robin Humes, the Birnie

Bush Home
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Garden, Martin’s Department Store, Royal Café, seeing the
horse drawn vans of Hurrell’s Bakery, Neepawa Creamery,
and whomever the ice (for ice boxes) people were. The
wonderful ice-cream, the Roxy Theatre, Riverbend Park,
the old Salt Mines, the CN round house, CN station, and
playing on the training plane remnants at the airport, on
and on I could go!
In 1956, Eric and Edna, with Gloria and Bill left
Neepawa with fond memories and moved to Winnipeg
for a short while, where Eric retired. They then moved to
Stony Mountain, MB where they owned and operated a
general store, and became very active in the community.
Eric passed on in 1965 at the age of 61 years. Edna carried
on running the store till 1969. She remarried in 1971 to
Joseph Van Steelant of Stony Mountain. They spent their
retirement years traveling, and spending precious time
with their families. Joe passed on in 2001 at the age of
85. Edna passed away in August 2007.
One of Edna’s long life friends was Louise McLean
of Neepawa.
Joyce married Bruce Soper of Plumas, MB in 1956
and took up farming in the Gladstone area, where they
raised their four children. They still live on the farm just
outside of town.
Gloria married Ronald Miller of Winnipeg in 1959 in
Stony Mountain, MB. They resided in Winnipeg, where
they raised their three children, and then moved onto
Victoria, BC where they still live.
Bill married Janice Dupuis of Winnipeg in 1971 in
Stony Mountain, MB. They reside in Winnipeg.

boys (Bob and John) Donny Schmaus, Barry Deveson, Rod
Johnson, Allan Stinson, Dr Richard’s son and I know there
were others at the time. The frozen legs on clothing, the
frozen hands, and feet, and as much trouble as we were
in for coming home late and in that condition we would
all be back at it the next day after school. It was a long
trek to West Park from this house. I would be remiss if I
did not mention some of the young female friends, I can
recall in the area – Leslie Hulmes, the Birnie girls, the
Townsends, Patsy Jackson and many others whose names
I have forgotten. I was too young to view them other than
female playmates, or as pests, depending on the situation
at the time. I always wondered, on reflection, how all the
parents put up with us at this stage of our lives, but they
were sure good to me, especially the Birnies, Hulmes,
and Devesons.

Neepawa Collegiate Cheerleaders taken at initiation
parade 1956
Back Row L to R: Jane Thomson, Shirley Kawka,
Kathleen Cox, Grace Crooks, Donna Cathcart,
Peony Verhooven, Marjorie Hutton, Lois Baker,
Lois Alexander
Front Row L to R: Mary Gibson, Gloria Bush,
Janet Richards, Nancy Hole, Myrna Hawkins,
Miriam Shulman

BYRAM, RAY and LYLE
Submitted by Lyle Byram
Ray Byram (son of Archie and Pearl Byram) was born
in Neepawa on Feb. 16, 1942. Ray attended school in
Brookdale and remembers traveling to school in the horse
drawn van in winter with a wood stove in it for warmth.
What a luxury to finally go to school in a car after one
of those vans – even if everyone was piled three deep in
the back seat.
Lyle White (daughter of Jack and Isabella White) was
born in Neepawa on April 7, 1944. She attended school
in Neepawa and following school, worked in Winnipeg
for two years for the provincial government and then,
four years in Minnedosa for the crown attorney’s office.
Following the death of her father in 1967, she began working for her brother, Doug White, in the family business of
White’s Funeral Home, as secretary for 37 years, retiring
in 2005.
Ray and Lyle were married on Oct. 23, 1965 and made
their home in Neepawa, moving to the farm at Oberon in

We often had renters at that big stone house. The ones
I do remember are Smitty and Marion Asplin, a Mr. Coutts,
and Keith Jackson and his wife Grace. Smitty was the CN
station master so between him and my Dad, I got to see
most aspects of the CN station, round house, storage areas,
etc. I was a real railroader in my young days. Smitty also
got me started on a life long quest of stamp collection, by
giving me a large amount of used envelopes and stamps.
It was a sad day when I left Neepawa and all my friends
behind.
I still miss Fenwick’s Department Store and Spike
Spackman handing me a bone for my dog Chummy, watching the Martin boys play hockey, having my knuckles
rapped by Mr. De’ath, the piano teacher, the Bamboo
265

lumber camps, to Manitoba highway survey crew to
clerking in a men’s wear store in Calgary. In the early
1930’s, he purchased the Oberon General Store from Frank
Radcliffe.
Running a country business in those days was an arduous job. In the summer, he would be up very early delivering fuel to district farms in 45 gallon drums transported in
the back of a half ton pickup. This task had to be done prior
to opening the store at 8:00 AM. The store sold groceries,
hardware, gasoline, oil, and coal and also contained the
post office. Five days a week, the train had to be met to
exchange the incoming and outgoing mail. The store was
a community meeting place and people would catch up
on the local gossip and roll dice to see who would pay
for pop, etc. The business rarely closed before 11:00 PM.
Most of the supplies were ordered from “travellers” who
represented various wholesalers and arrived in due course
by train. Fresh fruit and produce was purchased from the
Rogers Fruit Company warehouse in Neepawa; that was
on one of the lots now occupied by the Vivian Hotel.
Butter and ice cream were purchased from the Neepawa
Creamery. Perishable items were kept cool in the ice house
building next to the store. The ice house was the source
of ice for the soft drink cooler. In the summer, ice cream
would only be purchased for special occasions as there
were no means to keep it frozen in thawing weather. It
would come in insulated tubs and had to be consumed
within hours. Each local school district in the area would
have an annual picnic and at these events, Bill would setup
a booth with cold pop, chocolate bars and ice cream.
In 1935 he and Dorothy Baker, the daughter of Aaron
and Maud Baker, were married at the Baker farm at
Oberon. They had two boys: Keith and Edwin. Dorothy
died in 1948. In 1950, Bill married Freda Becker and they
have three daughters: Elizabeth (Betty), Lynn and Dorothy
(Dodi).
In 1947 Bill sold the Oberon store and bought the
Donald Carmichael farm in the RM of Langford. He
farmed there until his death in 1973. Freda continued to
live on the farm for many years and moved to Neepawa
where she continues to live.
Keith was born in 1936 and attended Auburn School in
Oberon and the Neepawa Collegiate Institute. He graduated
from the University of Manitoba in 1961 with a degree in
civil engineering. In 1962 he and Gwen Thomson, daughter of Harvey and Frances Thomson of Neepawa; were
married in the Neepawa Presbyterian Church. The next
seven years took them all over Canada from Vancouver
Island to Newfoundland as a result of Keith’s job with
Defense Construction. In 1969, they moved to Whitehorse,
YT where Keith worked with Canada Public Works on
the design and construction of northern highways. After
a few years, he left government for private enterprise. He,
Gwen and family continue to operate a heavy construc-

1971. They raised a family of two daughters, Sharon and
Jodie and one son Scott and have eight grandchildren.
Daughter Sharon was born Aug. 7, 1969 and she
married Chris Sobchuk of Brandon in 1991. They have
two sons: Cassidy born Dec. 17, 1994 and Colby born
Feb. 2, 1998 and reside in Brandon. Sharon is a dental
assistant and Chris has his own security and communication business in Brandon.

Back Row: Chris, Sharon, Scott, Jennifer, Katelyn-Rae,
Allison, Jodie and Sheldon
Front Row: Cassidy, Colby, Ray, Shane, Lyle, Garret,
Kensi and Brynn
Daughter Jodie was born Feb. 19, 1972 and she
married Sheldon Rainkie of Birnie in 1996 and they have
two daughters and a son: Brynn, born April 29, 1998,
Garret born March 12, 2002 and Kensi born Jan. 7, 2004
and they reside on an acreage south of Neepawa. Jodie is
employed at a local bank and Sheldon is a plumber with
a local business.
Son, Scott was born March 27, 1973 and he married
Jennifer Birch of Neepawa in 1999 and they have two
daughters and a son: Allison born Dec. 31, 2000, Shane
born Oct. 21, 2003 and Katelyn-Rae born April 14, 2006.
Scott farms and Jennifer is a teacher.
Ray was raised on the farm and has been involved with
farming for 50 years. He has farmed with his son Scott
for the last 15 years.

BYRAM, WILLIAM STUART and FREDA
Submitted by Edwin Byram
William Stuart Byram was born on Jan. 21, 1903,
in Keene, ON, the third child of George Byram and his
wife Harriet Richardson. In 1906, the family moved to
Firdale, MB and later to Oberon. Bill was raised on the
Oberon family farm with his siblings, Myrtle, Archie,
Harry, Margery and Clair.
When Bill finished high school, he worked at diverse
jobs for a few years that ranged from northern Ontario
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Dorothy Freda (Dodi), youngest child of Bill and
Freda, was born on June 13, 1957, in Neepawa. She grew
up on the family farm three miles northeast of Oberon.
Dodi attended elementary school in Brookdale and high
school in Neepawa, graduating from NACI in 1975. She
attended Northern Lights College in Dawson Creek, BC
graduating as a dental assistant in 1978.
Dodi has worked for 25 years as a dental assistant
with a three year respite working in a traditional Chinese
medical clinic.
At different times Dodi has lived and worked in
Brookdale, Red Deer, Dawson Creek and Edmonton, with
intervals in Whitehorse. She has lived and worked continuously in Whitehorse since 1995.

tion and mining company that has built major projects in
Yukon, Northwest Territories, Alberta, British Columbia,
and Alaska and as far away as Antarctica. Gwen and Keith
have three daughters: Karen, Lori, and Jennifer.
Karen is married to Hugo Ulloa and they live in
Washington State with their four year old triplets, Isabella,
Sofia, and Joaquin. Karen became interested in Alpacas
when working for the family business in Chile. She and
her husband have established one of the most well known
Alpaca ranches in North America.
Lori is married to Chuck Austin and lives in Whitehorse
with her four children: Hailey, Amelia, Maya and Josh.
Lori owns and operates a private day care facility.
Jennifer is married to Brent Cooper and they have two
boys: Mathew and Conner. Jennifer is a vice president of
the family construction company.
Edwin Stuart was born on July 1, 1946 in Minnedosa.
He attended Auburn School in Oberon and Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute. He graduated from the U of M in
1969 with a degree in agriculture economics. Ed moved
to Calgary in 1969. He has had a career in the farm and
construction equipment industry for the past 38 years in
the Edmonton and Calgary areas. Ed has been fortunate in
beating the battle with leukemia which he was diagnosed
with in 2001. Ed is married to Catherine (Brown) and
resides in Rocky Mountain House and Cochrane, AB. They
have four children: Kristin, James, Alan, and Mark and two
grandchildren: Rylee age 4 and Bailey 21 months.
Elizabeth Ann (Betty) was born Nov. 20, 1952, the
first daughter of Bill and Freda. She grew up on the family
farm close to the village of Oberon. Betty attended Auburn
School in Oberon until Grade 5, when she and her younger
sisters were transferred to Brookdale Elementary School.
She attended NACI and graduated in 1970. After graduation, she moved to Whitehorse, YT and worked in the
office of the Queen’s Printer for a year, before returning
to Manitoba and continuing her education at Red River
Community College. After graduating from college in
1973, Betty married Edward Redlin and moved onto the
Redlin family farm near Brookdale in 1974. They have
two sons: Wyatt Andrew was born on Oct. 17, 1976 and
Ian Stuart on Feb. 25, 1981. In 1988, Ed, Betty, Wyatt and
Ian moved to Whitehorse for “a couple of years”. Those
two years have quickly become 19.
Wyatt married Tammy Victoria Callan in September
2005. He is a licensed heavy duty mechanic and currently
operates his own business in Alberta. Tam is a nurse in a
pediatric emergency room.
Ed and Ian work for Yukon based construction companies. Ed runs a shop in Whitehorse and Ian spends much of
the construction season in camp on the Alaska Highway.
Betty worked part time as a bookkeeper and legal
secretary for a number of years. In 2001, she went back
to school for a year and now has her own business.

CAMERON, CHARLES and MARGARET
Submitted by Donna Lewis
Charles Edwin Cameron was born to Edwin and Grace
(Little) Cameron on Sept. 14, 1917. Charlie grew up on
the family farm west of Neepawa (NW 25-14-16) with his
sister, Mabel and brother, Nathan.
He received his early education at Stoney Creek
School. The school presently sits in Lions Riverbend
Park in Neepawa as a heritage building. In order to attend
Neepawa Collegiate, he had to board with his grandparents, Charles and Mary Cameron who resided in their new
home on the corner of Mill Street and Fourth Avenue.
After finishing high school, he worked with his father on
the farm.
He married Margaret Smith of the Salisbury district
in 1942. Margaret is the third oldest child of Duncan and
Maggie Smith. Margaret attended school in Arden and
Salisbury. They raised three children: Donna, Donald and
Neil.
Donna, who married Ed Perrett in 1966, raised three
sons: Jason, Craig and Mark. Jason (Manitoba Hydro),
married Anita Kolesar and they have two daughters: Kaitlyn
and Carlie. They reside at St. Andrews. Craig (Manitoba
Hydro) married Kim Stroh and they have one son Luke
and live in St. Vital. Mark (Neepawa Chiropractor) married
Candice Kasprick and they have one son, Benjamin and
two daughters: Brooklyn and Jillian. Donna remarried on
June 3, 2000 to James Lewis from Winnipeg. Donna retired
from Manitoba Hydro in December 2005. Donna and Jim
are pursuing what they enjoy, curling, golfing and travel.
Donald married Barbara Lindsay in 1977. They live
in Morden where they have raised their two children:
Lindsay and Tyler. Both are students at the University of
Manitoba.
Neil lives in Neepawa and has one daughter Courtney
who lives in Brandon.
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Charlie was proud of his Scottish heritage tracing the
family tree back to Inverness, Scotland in 1855 and discovering new relatives. It was a thrill for him to add seven
great grandchildren to the family tree.
Charlie and Margaret enjoyed traveling and were snowbirds for 27 years in Magic Valley Trailer Park, Weslaco,
Texas where they made many lasting friendships.
Charlie passed away on Jan. 4, 2004. Margaret
currently resides in Kinsmen Kourts.

After 32 years of farming the home farm, Charlie and
Margaret retired to Neepawa in 1973 at which time Charlie
held various jobs associated with building construction.
Margaret worked at East View Lodge two days a week
hairdressing.
Charlie took an active interest in the community serving on many boards, such as the United Grain Growers
Elevator, Beautiful Plains Credit Union, NeepawaGladstone Co-op, NADCO and an elder on the Knox
Presbyterian Church board.
The Knox Presbyterian Church played an important
role in Charlie and Margaret’s lives. Margaret sang in the
choir for many years and is a member of the Heather Club.
Charlie’s grandfather was involved in building the church
and Charlie was baptized and attended Sunday School.
During Lily week, he gave tours of the Church and was
a wealth of historical information to all those who took
the tours.
When Margaret lived on the farm she was involved
with the Women’s Institute, an avid curler and later took
up the game of golf.
In his youth, Charlie was quite an avid fisherman and
hunter. On one of his fishing trips to Lake Manitoba he
saw the Manipogo monster surface twice out of the water
not far from the boat.
Being a guard at the local jail, gave Charlie a great
appreciation for the work done by our local Royal Canadian
Mounted Police detachment. The grandchildren said “their
grandfather spent more time in jail than anyone else in
town”.

CAMERON, DAVE and IVY
Since the last history was done in 1983, there have
been many changes for the Dave Cameron family. In 1984,
Dave started Dave Cameron Trucking Ltd., a livestock
hauling company, which he ran from the yard of the home
farm. Ivy also had her hand in the business by doing the
books, all the while nursing part time at East View Lodge.
After building the business for thirteen years (at one time
he had ten trucks on the road running Manitoba and United
States) the livestock rights were sold along with the farm
in 1998. Jody and Dennis Ginter now live on the original
Cameron century farm.
After selling the farm west of Neepawa, Dave and Ivy
moved to the Peter Deveson house in the Union district
east of Neepawa. After two and half years, they relocated
to Neepawa, where they still reside. Dave still operates
the trucking company, hauling primarily grain for area
farmers and lumber from Prairie Forest. Ivy retired from
nursing in 2007 and remains active in the sorority of Beta
Sigma Phi.
Dave and Ivy have three children: Darryn, Tanya and
Robert. Darryn graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute in 1988 and went on to receive a bachelor degree
from the University of Manitoba, and an education degree
from the Brandon University. Darryn spent several years
in retail and then began teaching in Eriksdale. After two
years, he moved to teach at Glenella. He is very active in
community work, curling and amateur theatre.
Tanya graduated from NACI in 1990 and since earning a business administration degree from Assiniboine
Community College, she has been employed by Westoba
Credit Union. She currently works and resides in Swan
Lake, MB. She involves herself with community work,
curling and her horses.
Robert, better known as Rob, graduated from NACI
in 1993. He is a car salesman for Murray’s of Neepawa.
Rob lives in Neepawa and spends his free time curling
and golfing.

Margaret and Charlie’s 60th Wedding Anniversary
July 10, 2002
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CAMPBELL-ORDE, COLIN and AUDREY

into flower borders, and a vegetable plot. It all just grew
from then on and we found ourselves building a pergola,
which was always an ambition, and planting lots of trees
as well. People seem to appreciate what we have done, and
we both just love it and find it fascinating to discover how
many plants will grow here, in this much harsher climate,
as well as in England. The sunroom is a joy, too, especially
in winter, when the geraniums are still blooming wonderfully and can be viewed against the snowy backdrop. We
like to sit out there looking at the blue sky and enjoying
the sunshine.
Although neither of us has ever had any involvement
with farming ourselves, we have always lived in the country. Colin was an Aeronautical Engineer and Audrey a
Social Worker, working especially with elderly people.
We have joined various societies in Neepawa, such as the
Horticultural Society and a Musical Appreciation group,
and Audrey is a keen member of the Women’s Institute,
although has to go all the way to Basswood for that. We
appreciate the many activities offered in this area, especially all the music, and find everyone very welcoming,
friendly and helpful, although one thing which continues
to cause a few problems, and a great deal of amusement,
is the sometimes wide differences in our two forms of the
English language!
We have no cause to regret our decision to emigrate to
Canada, and are in fact very pleased to have been accepted
as Canadian citizens in October 2006.

Eden NW 16-16-15W
We came to live in Manitoba in October 2002, and
bought a house with about six acres of land along the
Polonia road 265, to the west of Eden. This had at one time
been part of a farm belonging to the Ford family.
We had been visiting the area for some seven years
since our daughter had come to live here, originally in Rapid
City but for the last couple of years in Minnedosa, and we
had grown to love it. The huge skies and wide landscapes
were very appealing, as were the empty and quiet roads, and
the weeks of reliably fine and sunny weather after our rather
wet and sometimes very dull area of England.
We had lived in the same house there, in the lovely
countryside of the southwest, in the county of Somerset,
quite near the city of Bristol, for 22 years and had been
thinking we would like to make one more move – but
had not really contemplated anything quite so dramatic!
However, we were staying with our daughter over here
one time and vaguely discussing possible plans when she
suggested we consider emigrating, just to do something
really different – so that is what we did.
We visited in the winter first, on a couple of occasions,
and discovered that the cold is actually much more bearable than persistent damp, and that the sunshine makes up
for a great deal. However, since living here, we do find the
winter drags on rather, having been used to spring arriving
at the beginning of March, with many flowers in bloom
ahead of that date, too.
We were both in our late 60’s when we moved, and
were not at all sure what the rest of our family actually
thought about it. We have an older daughter and a son
still living in England, in the area where we lived, and
five other grandchildren there, besides the two belonging
to our daughter here, who were both born in Minnedosa.
Our son and his family came to stay in the summer of
2005 and seemed to like it all, and we are hoping our
other daughter will be able to make the trip, too. We do go
back from time to time to see them all, and other family
members or old friends, and to see again some favourite
places. We do sometimes miss the English countryside and
its variety of landscape.
The first year we were here, we did quite a lot of alterations to the house, which is something we always seem to
have done whenever we have moved. The primary motive
for this was to create a sunroom for Audrey’s plants. She
has always been a very keen gardener and could not quite
believe that she actually had so much space – not developed in any way, either, - in which to create a garden
all her own, but we already knew that we would have to
approach the winters quite differently, hence the need for
the sunroom. So, at the beginning of our second year, we
began to plan what to do and laid out the areas to be turned

CAMPBELL, HUGH and MATILDA
Submitted by Grace McKee
Continuing from the 1883-1983 Heritage Book, there
are only three of the original family left, Grace McKee,
Mary McLaughlin and Shirley Brown.
The family farm is still in the Campbell name. A
granddaughter and her husband live in the house. There
have not been many changes to the home, but poor old
Stoney Creek, a river that could be a raging torrent at
times, has dwindled away.
There are only four or five of the grandchildren who
are farming. The rest have gone on to other careers.
We sure miss the large family gatherings for supper
on Sunday nights. I don’t know how our mother kept her
sanity, what with our boy friends under foot and the relatives that used to come. When she thought it was time for
the boy friends to leave, she would make a great deal of
winding the clock.
Times have changed so much. We went to two different schools, but had to drive a horse and buggy or cutter.
How we would have appreciated the buses that take the
kids now. It certainly would be a lot warmer and faster,
but to school we had to go!
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CARGO, REV. GEORGE and ENGLUND, LANE

when she became the librarian at Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute.
Jonathon graduated from NACI in June 1997, attended
Brandon University for two years and has worked at a
variety of jobs. He married Marianne Pratt in 2006 and
they have a son, Leland.
Jeremy graduated in 2000 and he and his wife, Jennifer
Smith, of Minnedosa have three children: Nathan, Kane
and Samantha.
Naomi graduated from NACI in 2002 and she and
partner Derrick Smith are currently living in Alberta. Their
first child, Lincoln, was born Aug. 3, 2007.

Submitted by Lane Englund
George was ordained in the United Church in 1975,
after receiving his Bachelor of Arts degree from the
University of Regina and his Master of Divinity from St.
Andrew’s College in Saskatoon. He has served a variety
of rural congregations in Saskatchewan and Manitoba. He
married Lane Englund in 1978 when she was teaching on
his first pastoral charge.
George Cargo moved to Neepawa in July of 1994 to
take up the position of team minister at the Neepawa and
District Larger Parish of the United Church of Canada. At
the time, George had to “batch it” as his wife and children
remained in Reston, MB to sell their home. Commuting on
the weekends became a regular routine, with George driving
down to Reston or his family coming up to Neepawa.

CASSELLS, REV. HERB and JEAN
Rev. and Mrs. Cassells moved to Neepawa in 1977,
where they continue to live. In 1996, Herb retired from
First Baptist Church after eighteen and a half years as
pastor. By that time, two sons and one daughter had made
their homes in other provinces.
Bryan earned a Doctors degree (Ph.D.) in Psychology
and became a counselor in the Ontario prison system.
Bryan is married to Christine and they live in Bath, ON,
which is just west of Kingston.
John began a career with Youth for Christ in Ontario
and then transferred to Surrey, BC for ten years. He is now
working in Toronto. John and his wife, Claudia, are parents
of three young children and live in Keswick, ON.
Sharon developed an interest in computer program
design and currently has a position with a computer
company. She married Douglas Dobson and they live in
the Vancouver area.
Rosemary, her husband Gerald Parrott and seven
children moved to Olds, AB, two years ago. They
remain involved at Franklin, farming during the summer
months.

In 1995, the oldest son, Jonathon, decided to move
to live with his dad and the family purchased the house
next to the Land Titles building in Neepawa. The rest of
the Cargo’s, Lane, Jeremy and Naomi, arrived in August
of 1996. The house in Reston still had not been sold and
there was no job for Lane but two years of commuting
were enough. Lane later obtained work as the administrator of Viscount Cultural Council from 1997 to 2004

Herb and Jean
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a registered nurse at Neepawa Hospital. They have three
daughters: Jennifer (born 1989), Michelle (born 1990),
and Erin (born 1993).

Herb served a three year term on the Canadian Baptist
Overseas Mission Board. He also was elected to the board
of the Baptist Union of Western Canada for a four-year
term, and in 1991-1992 was the president of the BUWC.
Herb designed, and with the assistance of church
friends, built a house at 185 Second Avenue for retirement
years. He and Jean moved from the parsonage into the new
house in October 1996. They continue to be involved in
the congregational life of First Baptist Church. Herb was
honoured with the title, Minister Emeritus, following his
retirement. He served on the building committee and as
a volunteer in the construction of the new First Baptist
Church.
Herb and Jean spend much time together and enjoy
living in Neepawa.

CATHCART, LAWRENCE and GAIL

Scott and Robyn

Submitted by Gail Cathcart
Lawrence (1941) and Gail (1942) (Montgomery) were
both born and raised in the Neepawa area. We were married
in 1962. We have raised our four sons: Scott (1962), Kevin
(1964), Derek (1966), and Myles (1971) on our farm SW
9-15-15 in the RM of Rosedale.

Lori, Erin, Jennifer, Kevin and Michelle
Derek lives in Winnipeg with his wife Tracey
(Hossfeld) and their two daughters: Ashley (born 1997)
and Kristen (born 2000). Derek is a pilot for Great West
Life and Tracey is a teacher.

Lawrence and Gail on their 40th Wedding Anniversary
in 2002
All four boys were very interested in sports playing
both hockey and baseball. Lawrence was very involved
in coaching their teams. He still enjoys watching hockey
games, flying his airplane, hunting and fishing.
Our oldest son, Scott lives in Neepawa and is employed
by the Department of Highways. He has one daughter,
Robyn (born 1989).
Kevin operates the family farm and feedlot in partnership with his father and is married to Lori (Hall). Lori is

Ashley, Derek, Tracy and Kristen
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CAVERS, LLOYD and LORRAINE

Myles and his wife Amanda (Code) live in Neepawa.
Myles is a junior high teacher at Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute and Amanda is the manager of Westlake
Employment Centre. They have three children: Abby (born
1993), Hayley (born 1997), and Rory (born 2000).

Lloyd was born in La Riviere, MB in 1943, and attended
school there for Grades 1-11 and took his Grade 12 in Pilot
Mound. He studied at the University of Manitoba and graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Agriculture in 1967.
He was hired by the province of Manitoba as an assistant
Agricultural Representative in Neepawa. He then, moved
to Russell, where he was Agricultural Representative for
four years. He started farming in the RM of Langford in
1975, while working out of Carberry. In 1979, he and two
partners built the Chicken Corral Restaurant in Neepawa.
Lloyd has been very active in the purebred cattle business
for many years. He served as president and board member
of the Douglas Test Station, as well as board member and
president of the Manitoba Charolais Association.
Lorraine was born in Neepawa in 1945, daughter of
George and Jean Pollock. She attended Union School for
Grades 1-8. She graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute and attended United College for one year. After
receiving her teaching certificate, she taught in Beulah,
where she also served as principal. Lorraine also taught
in Minnedosa, Binscarth and Pilot Mound. After moving
to the farm with husband Lloyd, she became an instructor
with Assiniboine Community College and taught adult
upgrading courses in the Neepawa area. She conducted
the original training needs survey of the area which led to
the establishment of the Westlake Training Centre where
she worked as coordinator. In 1998, she started working
for Ken Kinley, and then Kinley Thomson.
Lloyd and Lorraine were married in 1970 and
have two children. Daughter Corrie Lynne was born in
1978 and attended school in Neepawa. She received an
Advanced Arts degree from Brandon University in 2001
and her education degree in 2004 from the University
of Calgary. In the fall of 2004, she started her teaching
career in Calgary. After moving to Calgary, Corrie met
Bryan Gosse. Bryan had moved from Vancouver and is
the regional sales manager for Coherent AMT. They were
married in the summer of 2004, and now have a daughter,
Callie Jean, born July 31, 2007. Their son Riley was born
in 1981. He attended school in Neepawa. Riley was very
active in track, basketball, and football and received the
athletic award at graduation. Riley attended the U of M
for one year and then started his training with Manitoba
Hydro. He is currently living in Winnipeg where he is
employed by Manitoba Hydro as an electrical technician.

Hayley, Myles, Abby, Amanda and Rory
I was fortunate to be able to be a stay-at-home mom
until 1987 and then I worked at Neepawa Hospital for 15
years as a nurses’ aide, retiring in 2002. I now enjoy spending my time with our grandchildren – reading, sewing,
amateur photography and fundraising for the Cancer
Society.

Lawrence and Gail and their grandchildren
Back Row: Robyn, Gail holding Kristen
Middle Row: Erin, Abby, Michelle and Jennifer
Front Row: Lawrence holding Rory, Ashley and Hayley
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CHALMERS, RAY and NORA

earned his living by haying, harvesting, threshing and
cutting brush for settlers trying to clear their land.
On May 23, 1902 Fred requested to be considered
for NW ¼ 20-17-15 W once that quarter became open
for homestead entry. At the time of his writing, the land
had just been removed from the Riding Mountain Timber
Reserve and was designated as temporary timber reserve.
The quarter was opened for homestead entry three years
later, and Fred Chambers was granted entry in September
1905.
Fred had great difficulty meeting his various obligations as a homesteader. The first hurdle was the requirement that homesteaders reside on the property at least six
months of the year during the first three years of entry.
Since Fred had to provide for a growing family, he had to
work for long periods away from home for local settlers.
Born July 15, 1904, Edith Mabel was already a toddler
when Fred was granted entry. Owen was born Feb. 12,
1906, and Margaret “Peggy” was born Nov. 13, 1908. All
three attended Birnie School as they came of age.
The Chambers family was only able to reside on the
homestead for one winter, 1906-07. Fred himself lived
there only sporadically during several winters as he worked
to clear the land. Residence on site fell far short of the
requirement.
A second hurdle was the requirement to have at least
15 acres cultivated after three years. The biggest problem
was breaking the land after clearing. This was especially
the case when he worked summers as a section hand on
the railway from 1910 to 1915.
As a result of these and other problems, Fred and Edith
did not receive letters patent to the homestead until 1917.
In 1919, the property was sold, along with the plot west of
Birnie and Fred became the proprietor of “Birnie House”
which served as their residence, a rooming house, restaurant and pool hall.
After he reached retirement age and the children left
Birnie, Fred and Edith sold their property and moved to
Winnipeg.
Mabel, 21, married Alfred Herbert Stevens, 32, in
Birnie on June 7, 1926. They had four children, all born
in Winnipeg.
Owen, 24, married Eva Alice McKibbin, 23, on Aug.
7, 1930 in Rolla, BC. They had three children, all born in
the Peace River district of British Columbia.
Peggy, 25, married Tom Gunson, 32, on Sept. 15,
1934, in Brandon, MB. They had six girls, all born in
Birnie, MB.
Fred Chambers died Sept.17, 1938, at age 77 in Birnie.
Edith died Oct. 27, 1957 at age 85 in Winnipeg.

Ray married Nora Maguire of Portage la Prairie in
November of 1926. He worked for the Manitoba Telephone
System and moved about Manitoba a great deal in the early
years of their marriage. They raised five children: Betty,
Helen, Ruby Jo, Jim and Jack.
Betty married Harry Pearce of Souris; Helen married
Alex Brown and lives in Calgary; Ruby Jo married Neil
Jackson of Eden and they raised five children: David,
Linda, (Michael Boyle), Nancy (Michael Sweet), Brenda
(Grant Doak), and Michael (Margaret Grant); Jim lives in
Langley, BC and Jack lives in Vancouver.
Ray was district man in Carberry from 1939-1949.
During this time, he served as chairman of the school
board, a member of the Board of Trade, a member of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, loved to curl and took
the family for picnics in the sand hills.
Ray and Nora came to Neepawa in 1949. Ray was
the district supervisor for Manitoba Telephone System.
The telephone building at that time was located on the
Credit Union parking lot. Nora was an active member of
the Rebekahs and the Canadian Order of Foresters. She
took part in church activities and enjoyed bowling. Ray
retired in 1968 and died in 1979. Nora spent her last 17
years in East View Lodge and passed away in 1992 at the
age of 90.
Neil Jackson died in 1993 and Jo married Ken Rogers
of Arden and they reside in Neepawa.

CHAMBERS, FRED and EDITH
Submitted by Ron Stevens
Two years after their marriage on Oct. 14, 1996, in
Novar in the Parry Sound district of Ontario, Fred and
Edith Chambers moved to Birnie to join many of Edith’s
family members already becoming established in their
Manitoba homes.
Edith Ada Mary Large was born Feb. 25, 1871 in
Adelaide, ON, the third of eleven children and eldest
daughter of James and Blanche Large.
Born July 12, 1861, to William and Margaret Chambers
in Newcastle, Country Down, Ulster, Ireland, Frederick
Villiers Nassau Chambers was educated at Armagh public
school.
At age 18 in 1879 he emigrated to Canada. At the
time of his marriage, he worked as a clerk for a lumber
company near the farm of James Large.
On arrival in Manitoba, Edith and Fred lived in a
log cabin on a one-acre plot on NW ¼ 10-17-15W near
the Snake Creek, which wound down from the Riding
Mountain escarpment just over a mile to the west. Fred
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CHAPMAN, BLAIR and KIM
Kim and Blair arrived in Neepawa in August, 2000,
with son Graeme age six months. They moved into 370 Ada
Street, and Blair began work at Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute as the english/drama/choral teacher. Kim soon
joined him in the Beautiful Plains School Division, working
in Carberry and at Hazel M. Kellington schools in resource
positions. A daughter, Arwen, was born in 2002.
Blair was born in Souris in 1966 to parents Linda-Faye
Clayton of Gladstone and Colin Chapman of Brandon
Hills. He and brother Dale lived in Souris, Charleswood,
Portage and Stonewall with their parents. Blair completed a
Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Eduction at the University
of Manitoba, and then accepted a teaching position in Vita,
MB in 1991. Living in Steinbach, Blair fortunately kept in
touch with Kim, and they were married in 1995.
Kim was born in Rosthern, SK in 1969 to parents
Dorothy Hildebrand of Crystal City and Harold Paetkau
of Morden. She soon moved to Winnipeg and was joined
by two sisters, Andrea and Heather. After completing her
Bachelor of Education in 1991, Kim explored speech therapy in Grand Forks, worked as an educational assistant in
a number of Winnipeg schools, and then, upon moving to
Steinbach, worked as a resource teacher in the Hanover
School Division.
Kim and Blair quickly became involved in the arts
community in Neepawa, playing concerts with their
Celtic group, A Bunch of Thyme. Kim volunteered for the
Viscount Cultural Centre, while Blair sat on the Margaret
Laurence Home board. Blair inherited a vigorous choral
and musical program at NACI, keeping busy with major
productions such as Bye Bye Birdie, Fiddler on the Roof,
Anne of Green Gables, and Crazy for You. As one-quarter
of the notorious Celtic folkgrass group, Swamp Gas, Blair
expanded his musical frontiers, performing locally and
across Manitoba. Kim and Blair continued to share their
love of music together at Lily Fests, local events and at St.
James Anglican Church which they attended.
At age seven, Graeme enjoyed reading, swimming,
playing soccer, skateboarding, piano lessons and playing
with friends. Five year old Arwen liked bike-riding, playing ball and splashing at the pool or beach.

Back Row L to R: Ron Pink, Jenn Pink, Michael Fischer,
Frank McKinney, Bill Fischer
Front Row L to R: Gayle Fischer, Jill Fischer,
Win Cheetham, Allie Fischer, Judy McKinney

Norm Cheetham
Norm passed away in 1995 after a lengthy illness.
Frank and Judy McKinney both retired from longtime
service with the Manitoba Government. Bill, Gayle’s
husband retired as a stock broker in 2000.
Gayle and Bill’s son Michael and his wife Allison
have two sons: Braden William (2002) and Carson Donald
(2004), the frosting on my cake! They live in Winnipeg.

Braden Fischer, Carson Fischer

CHEETHAM, NORMAN A. and WINNIE

Gayle and Bill’s Jennifer married Ron Pink in 1996
and live in Calgary. The second daughter, Jillian Fischer
resides in Winnipeg. Son-in-law Bill Fischer passed
away in October 2006. Gayle, Judy and Frank still live in
Winnipeg for which I am so grateful.
In 1999, right after my 80th Birthday gala, I moved
into Kinsmen Kourts, Neepawa, where I am still thoroughly enjoying my family, my friends and my wonderful
Neepawa home!

Submitted by Winnie Cheetham
Norman A. Cheetham family history continued from
page 425 of the Neepawa Centennial 1983 history book.
Neepawa Centennial, 1983, was a fine celebration.
Norm and I had both retired, Norm from the Canadian
Salt in 1971, and I, from Beautiful Plains School Division
in 1980.
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CHISHOLM, FRANCES SARAH

Mildred attended Normal School and began her
teaching career in Osprey School, south of Neepawa. She
married Ross Drayson and moved to Winnipeg where she
spent the majority of her career at Windsor School. Her
family consists of two daughters: Robyn and Lee. Robyn
married Garth Bancroft and has three children. Robyn is
a nurse in Winnipeg. Lee works at the Health Sciences
Centre in Winnipeg. Ross passed away in 1999.
Ardythe also attended Normal School in Winnipeg
and then took a teaching position in Waskada. She married
Harry Lawson and gave up teaching to raise a family of
four boys: Greg, Chris, Tim and Brad. Greg teaches in
Minnedosa. He married Cathy Johnson of Portage la
Prairie, also a teacher, and they have a family of two.
Chris is a principal in a small school north of Stonewall.
He married Brenda Mason of Winnipeg, also a teacher,
and they have three children. Tim is a music teacher in
Killarney. He married Jean Comrie of Minnedosa, also
a teacher, and they have three children. Brad broke the
mould; he drives a Purolator delivery van out of Selkirk.
He married Fiona Wallis and they have four children.
Ardythe and Harry have since passed away, Harry in 2004
and Ardythe in 2007.
I, Betty, did not immediately feel the call to teach. I
worked for ten years in Winnipeg, spent a year in Australia
and then took up residence in Calgary, where I eventually
entered the Faculty of Education. I taught for three years,
and then took my Masters degree from the University of
Saskatchewan in Saskatoon. I returned to Alberta and
Medicine Hat where I became a reading consultant for a
school for children with learning disabilities. I retired from
teaching in 1998 and moved back to Neepawa in 1999.
Marc attended Manitoba Teachers College in Winnipeg
and began his teaching career in Woodnorth. He then moved
to Minnedosa where he met and married Elaine Strahl.
They have two daughters: Shannon a flight instructor in
Abbotsford, BC and Erin a video researcher in Toronto.
Marc taught as vice principal at Tanner’s Crossing school
until his retirement.
Bob and Jean Chisholm have long since passed away,
Bob in 1976 and Jean in 1988. Both are buried in the
Riverside Cemetery, Neepawa. With their passing so goes
the generation that opened the west, and the end of an era.

Submitted by Gwen Byram
Frances Sarah Chisholm (Frank) was the second
youngest of ten children born to Marcus Chisholm and
Elizabeth Little, pioneers of the Mentmore district. Frances
received her education at Belton and Neepawa schools.
She wasn’t able to go to school until she was eight because
there wasn’t room for her in the cutter until her older brothers finished their schooling.
In 1929 she married Harvey Thomson, younger son of
William Thomson and Mary Connell, pioneers of Stoney
Creek district. They lived on the Thomson homestead until
1940 when Harvey took over as secretary treasurer of the
RM of Langford from Marcus Chisholm and they moved
to Neepawa. After Harvey’s death in 1960, she began her
working career as bookkeeper for the RM of Rosedale and
Beautiful Plains School District. She retired at age 71 and
continued to live in Neepawa until her death in 1995.
They had two daughters born Betty and Gwen while
they lived in the Stoney Creek district. Betty went to school
in Stoney Creek and Neepawa and graduated from the
University of Manitoba as a dietician. She married Harvey
Underhill a mechanical engineer who worked for Atomic
Energy of Canada and later Ontario Hydro, and they lived
in various places in Ontario. They are currently living in
Barrie, ON. They have five children: Brian, Dori, Barbara,
Lisa, and John; and ten grandchildren.
Gwen attended Neepawa schools and graduated from
the St. Boniface School of Nursing. She married Keith
Byram from Oberon. After a few years of traveling and
working throughout Canada for Defense Construction, they
ventured north to Whitehorse, YT. They currently operate Pelly Construction Ltd. specializing in northern road
construction and contract mining. They have three daughters: Karen, Lori and Jennifer; and nine grandchildren.

CHISHOLM, ROBERT
Submitted by Betty Chisholm
My father, Robert (Bob) Chisholm was born in 1896
on the family homestead near Brookdale. The farm was not
productive and he went into the grain buying business. He
bought grain for the United Grain Growers at Rossburn,
Birdtail, and Carrot River, SK before moving to Neepawa
where he operated the Ogilvie elevator. There he met and
married Jean Cumming in 1927. She had moved to Manitoba
from Ontario to relieve her asthma and trained as a nurse
in the Neepawa Hospital. Bob was often seen driving his
matched team of greys to Neepawa on a Saturday night to
take Jean out. They had four children: Mildred born in 1927,
Ardythe in 1930, Betty in 1936 and Marc in 1941. They all
entered the education field and taught in various locations.

CHORNEYKO, MERVYN and MARGARET
For the Chorneyko history prior to 2007 refer to the
“Eden-Birnie Story 1877-1984”
Mervyn is the last surviving member of the Fred and
Edna Chorneyko family. Keith passed away in 2003 and
Gloria in 2006.
After both Merv and Marg retired from the NeepawaGladstone Co-op, they sold their home in Eden to son
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sons: Matthew (March 13, 1982), who works with his dad
and Tyler (Aug. 5, 1984) who works at the Vivian Hotel.

Rick, and thereafter, spending summers at their cabin at
Manipogo and winters at their trailer in Alamo Palms,
Texas. They did this until 2000, when they purchased a
house in Neepawa. They enjoy good health and keep busy
renovating, wine making and helping their children and
grandchildren with different projects.

CHUBEY, DONALD and PATRICIA
Don and Pat (nee Dudman) and their four children, Shelley, Leanne, Steven and Michael, moved from
Brandon to Neepawa in May 1982. Don was hired by the
Touchwood Park Association as administrator, replacing
Dorothy (Bobbie) Scott upon her retirement. Don held that
position until June 1996. Pat was a stay-at-home mom and
a day care provider for several pre-school children and
students who attended Hazel M. Kellington School. In
1984, Don and Pat became foster care providers for Family
Services, taking care of many mentally challenged adults,
a service they provided until May 2007.
All of the children attended and graduated from
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. Shelley and Michael
continued their life skills training at Touchwood Park,
and are residing in Neepawa. Leanne chose a career in
services to the disabled and has been employed at Prairie
View Residence in Gladstone since 1997. Steven joined
the Canadian Armed Services in 1996 and upon his training graduation, was stationed in Esquimalt, BC, where he
continued his naval training for three years. In 2000, he
changed careers and joined the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police and upon completing his training in Regina, was
stationed for five years in Nanaimo, BC. In 2004, Steven
married Megan Cowling from Nanaimo. In 2005, they
were transferred to Galiano Island, BC where Steven is
doing his isolation posting.
At the present time (June 2007) Don is employed at
Westward Ford and Pat is a residence manager of a group
home operated by Touchwood Park Association. Both are
looking forward to a long and healthy retirement in the
near future.

Update of their four children, Barbara Lynn, Stewart,
Richard and Doug:
Barbara Lynn and Lloyd Babcock still farm the
Babcock family farm at Birnie. Children: Kristen and
Warren. Kristen married Chris Worley Feb 24, 1996.
After 12 years in Minnedosa, they moved to Morden,
MB. Kristen owns her own embroidery business and
Chris is head pro and general manager of the Morden Golf
Course. They have three boys: Oren, 2000; Eaton, 2002;
and Keston, 2004. Warren married Melissa Johnston Oct
7, 2000. Warren farms with his parents and Melissa works
for “Ken Kane Aerial Spraying” in Minnedosa. They have
two boys: Evan, 2002; and Nathan, 2004.
Stewart and Sharon live in the family home in Eden
and have worked at McCain’s Foods in Carberry for 29
years. Children: Leslie, April, and Jennifer. Leslie (Sept.
28, 1976) is single and works and lives in Fort McMurray,
AB. April (June 24, 1978) married Daniel Tardiff on Sept
12, 1998. April is employed at McCain Foods and Daniel
at Mayor Equipment in Neepawa. They have one son,
Cole born Dec. 19, 1997. Jennifer (Feb. 9, 1982) and
partner Stevan Stewart reside at Polonia. Stevan works
at Springhill Farms in Neepawa and Jennifer is a stay-athome mom with their two children: Joshua, April 8, 1998
and Jaclynn, Aug. 17, 2000.
Richard married Penny McElmon in 1998. Rick
worked in municipal government in Neepawa, Churchill
and Red Lake, ON. They have two children: Todd Poitras,
1987 and Jeff Poitras, 1989.
Doug and Cathy live in Neepawa. Doug owns Provost
Signs and Cathy owns Guinn Brothers. They have two

CHUDLEY, JERRY and HEATHER
Jerry Cleaveland Chudley (Mar. 25, 1973), the son of
Shirley and the late Gerald Chudley of Brookdale, grew up
on the farm five miles northwest of Brookdale. He is the
youngest of four siblings: LeeAnne, Carey, and Heather.
Jerry attended Brookdale School until Grade 8 and then
he attended high school in Neepawa. Jerry graduated from
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute in 1991. He then moved
to Neepawa and worked at TNT Ford in various positions.
He is now employed at McLaughlin Chrysler Dodge Jeep
as the Business Manager. Jerry has golfed and curled for
many years and is a member of both the Neepawa and
Brookdale Curling Clubs.
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Austria on Sept. 17, 1902 and got all her education there.
She emigrated to Canada in April 1928. She left behind
her parents, three sisters and one brother. Mother worked
in Winnipeg and Minnedosa and somewhere during this
time Dad and Mum met. Mum and Dad got married in
Winnipeg on Sept. 15, 1930 and came to Neepawa to start
their marriage.
They have five children: two sets of twins and a single
girl. The first to arrive were twin girls, Jean and Rose,
born Nov. 4, 1931. Then along came Mary, born April
1, 1933. Then another set of twin boys, Victor and Frank
were born Aug. 21, 1934. Boy, what a handful that must
have been!
After they were married, they came to Neepawa and
bought a house on William Street, a tall two-story house
that was cold and drafty in the winter time. When we were
five or six years old, Dad tore down that house and built a
new one. During that summer, we lived in a big tent. We
got into the new house just before the snow came.

Jerry met Heather McCallum in 2000 and they
were married Sept. 22, 2001 at her parent’s farm at
Boissevain.
Heather Kathleen (Apr. 5, 1976), the daughter of
Muriel and the late Duncan McCallum, grew up on a farm
northwest of Boissevain. She has an older brother, Mike,
and a younger sister, Nancy. Heather attended Boissevain
Collegiate Institute and graduated in 1994. She then
attended the University of Manitoba and graduated with
her Bachelor of Nursing degree in 1999. Heather was
employed at Brandon Regional Health Centre until 2005,
when she began working at Neepawa Health Centre. She
enjoys sports, scrapbooking and outdoor activities.
Jerry and Heather bought a house and lived in
Brandon in 2001 and Jerry commuted to work every day in
Neepawa. Then, in January 2005, they moved to Neepawa
and Heather commuted every day to Brandon for a few
months, until she began working in Neepawa.

Jerry and Heather have a daughter, Paige Kathleen
(Feb. 18, 2004), born in Brandon. Paige is a busy girl,
involved in swimming, gymnastics, and dance lessons.
Jerry, Heather and Paige reside at 84 Bradley
Boulevard.
Lena and Fred Churney

CHURNEY, FRED and LENA
Submitted by Jean Hosler and Rose North (Churney)
To the best of our knowledge, our father was classed as
a British subject, so we assume that he was born on June
25, 1898 and raised in Canada. He had several brothers
and sisters that have all passed away. Dad never had much
schooling, 100 days in all, but he managed to learn to read,
write and do math, the basics that got him through life.
His parents were farmers, so there was not enough work
to do on the farm for all of them, so being an ambitious
man, he got odd jobs here and there during the depression. He was also in the Home Reserves during the World
War I. Our mother, Lena Yureczko was born in Mielnica,

Lena Churney, twins Jean and Rose at other end of
carriage; Mary; twins Victor and Frank in carriage
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Jobs were hard to get in those days of the depression.
Dad worked wherever he could get work. He walked two
miles to stook for a farmer for $2 a day. Another job he
had was chopping wood at the hospital for 50 cents a
day. None of these being permanent until the Salt Well
started up. Then, there was work for a lot of people. Dad
worked at the Salt Well until it closed. Many other people
benefited from the Salt Well other than those that worked
there. In the process of extracting salt out of a brine, the
water was drained off and disposed of and this is where
others benefited. The water was soft and hot and free for
the taking because it was pumped out into a ditch. People
came for miles around with trucks or whatever would hold
hot soft water to take for their use. This came a little too
late for the many diapers that had to be washed at our
house, but, none the less, we were glad of it.
Mum had a large garden and sold produce. During the
war years, we had ten or twelve lots we grew potatoes on
to supply the airport to feed the air force service personnel. We had to help pick potato bugs, dust, hoe and hill
them and dig and pick them in the fall. Mum was only 52
when she passed away in 1953; Dad was 73 and passed
away in 1971.

L to R: Victor, Mary, Lena (mum), Fred (dad), Rose,
Jean, Frank – family on Rose’s wedding day
We all got our education at Central Elementary School
and Neepawa Collegiate for high school. We lived on
William Street and the elementary school was where the
Safeway now stands. We were not allowed to take our
lunch to school unless it was a stormy day. That meant
we walked one mile to school four times a day, then when
we went to high school, it was a short walk from where
we lived.
When we were old enough to work out, we all had
jobs at various places. The boys had their paper routes and
worked at Swifts, the girls all started at Fenwick’s Store
after school packaging candy, raisins, brown and white
sugar and other things that came in bulk. We also worked
at other places. Rose started to usher at the Roxy Theatre
when she was in Grade 8 and ushered until 1950. Her
salary when she started was $6.24 for every two weeks.
By the time she had quit, the salary was $10.75 for every
two weeks. She also worked for Frank Cera and The
Neepawa Press. It was while Rose was still ushering at
the theatre that she met her husband in April, 1950. They
were married in May, 1951.
Rose had never been on a farm and soon learned that
there were many things that women were expected to do.
The first thing she had to do was learn to drive a car,
from there she drove a team of horses, tractor, truck and
combine. One thing that Rose did not do was milk cows
but she did a lot of other chores around the farm. Jim
farmed, kept cattle, had pigs and drove children to school
for 28 years. Jim also volunteered in many ways in the
community. Jim sold the farm in 1981 and bought a house
in Brookdale in 1983. They moved into it in July and he
started to work as custodian of the school in August. Jim
passed away in July of 1988. Rose moved back to Neepawa
in 1992 where she still resides.

Jim and Rose (Churney) North
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Farms for a while, then Robert became an elevator agent
in Saskatchewan. Barbara had bought into the Nutter
Franchise in Melfort and Candace was competing in long
hill skiing eventually winning the “Nancy Green” junior
championship for Saskatchewan. The family moved to
Saskatoon where Candace and her husband still live and
Barbara and Robert live in Warman, SK. Candace met her
husband through work and they were married in Jamaica,
Nov. 6, 2001.
I married early in life (Oct. 1948) to Russ Hosler and
we have three girls: Linda Darlene, April 1949, Valerie
June, June 1951 and Beverly Jean, 1957.
Russ was a heavy equipment operator most of his life,
building roads, dams, laying pipe for the pipeline, and other
related jobs. Russ and I and Beverly moved to Lynn Lake,
MB in 1969. Prior to this I worked at Ralph’s Department
Store in Portage la Prairie. In Lynn Lake and Leaf Rapids,
I worked for the Hudson Bay Company. We moved back
to Portage la Prairie in 1981 where I was employed at the
drug store as a pharmacists assistant and bookkeeper. I
also worked for Arc Industries, a workshop that employed
mentally challenged people, from where I retired. After
the girls got their education, they each went in different
directions. In 1969 Darlene married Tom Hudllestone of
Portage la Prairie, they have one girl, Sheri.

Robert and Barbara (North) Brugger

Russ Hosler and Jean Churney married Oct 1948

Candace (Brugger) and Joel Froese on wedding day
Nov 6, 2001

Tom had his own TV repair business and Darlene was
a stay-at-home mom. They were very involved with sports,
hockey, baseball and soccer because of Sheri. Tom eventually got on with the Remand Center in Winnipeg. Darlene
works for a program supporting intellectually challenged
people living out in the community. She now resides in
Portage la Prairie. Sheri married Captain Michael Ortman
in July 1994. Mike is in the Armed Forces and is a helicopter pilot and instructor.

Jim and Rose have one child. A daughter, Barbara
was born in February, 1952. She got her education at
Brookdale and Neepawa Collegiate and then at Assiniboine
Community College in Brandon where she took a secretarial course. Barbara met Robert Brugger in high school.
They were married in July, 1971.
They have a daughter Candace, born in Oct. 1976.
Barbara and Robert worked for Richardson’s Stock
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Things did not go to well so we divorced. After a couple of
years, I married again and we have one son. We were living
in Thunder Bay at this time. I stayed home raising the
children and when the girls went their ways, I entered the
work force. I was employed with Eaton’s Department store
for 22 years. When Eaton’s closed their doors, I retired.

Tom Huddlestone and Darlene Hosler
Daughter Tazmin Rae

Sheri Huddlestone and Mike Ortman

Four Generations. L to R: (mother) Sheri Ortman,
(grandmother) Darlene Huddlestone,
(great grandmother) Jean Hosler and in front
(great granddaughter) Tazmin

Sheri is a teachers aid at the school that Tazmin, their
daughter goes to in St. Albert, AB. Tazmin is 10 years old
and is an avid soccer player.
June married Albert McGovern in June, 1978, in Alberta
and they had one boy, Terry. Terry is a semi truck driver
and he is married and has five children. June has returned
to Portage la Prairie and is employed at Wal-Mart.
Beverly was born in Portage la Prairie and started
her education there, and when we moved up north in
Manitoba, she completed her education. Beverly married
Ernest Scheck and they moved to Williams Lake, BC.
They had two girls and a boy: Natasha, Nicole and Jeffery.
Natasha was killed in a vehicle accident while visiting
away from home at the age of 12. Nicole is a hairdresser
and resides in Calgary, AB. Beverly is a social worker and
is remarried to Bill Hilderman, a Crown Attorney.
Russ passed away in 1999 and I still live in Portage
la Prairie.
Mary … During my high school days, I worked for
Fenwick’s Store, ushered at the Roxy Theatre and worked
for the Neepawa Press. I met Jack Irwin and we were
married. We had three girls: Shannon, Lorrili and Edna.

Mary Churney and Buddy Hawkins wedding day 2002
One afternoon, the phone rang and a voice from the
past (1949 to be exact) my very first boyfriend, Murray
(Buddy) Hawkins was on the line. We had gone together
from January, 1949 to April, 1951. Now it was February,
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Victor, after his school days, went to work for the
government at McDonald Airport, where he got a job
laying floors. It was while he was at McDonald that he
was sent to Resolute Bay to lay floors for the station that
was being built there. He also had his first encounter with
a polar bear. Vic met Alice after he returned to McDonald.
Alice was working at Westbourne at the time. They were
married in October, 1955.
They moved to Calgary, AB. Vic stayed at floor laying
but expanded to carpets and hardwood floors, he also did
cabinetry and eventually going out on his own doing estimates and other jobs. Alice worked for a car dealership
for years and then as a receptionist at an institute for the
mentally challenged. Vic and Alice had two girls: Charlene
and Cheryl.

2002. It seemed as though we had just talked yesterday,
although a lot of water had gone under the bridge. We were
married in September, 2002.
My new found happiness was not to last very long
as Buddy passed away in April, 2004. I had moved to
Winnipeg, when Buddy and I were married, and since his
passing, I have moved back to Thunder Bay, ON.
Shannon married Robert Jackson and they have two
children. They live in Kanata, ON. Lorrili married Allan
Glover, they have two children and one grandchild. Lorrili
lives in Calgary, AB. Edna married Chris Hopkins. They
also have two children and live in Calgary. Walter is not
married and lives in Thunder Bay, ON.
When Frank finished his high school, he went to
Winnipeg to look for work. He secured a job at Eaton’s
and then got a job with Case Company where he remained
until bad health forced an early retirement in 1981. Frank
has two boys: Scott and Frank Jr. from his first marriage.
Then, Frank married Myrna Winters in December, 1966,
and Myrna adopted the boys.
Myrna had a career in nursing and pursued it wherever
they moved. They moved as a family to Regina, and then
to Edmonton, AB where they still reside. Myrna, due to
disability had to retire from nursing in 1994. They are
proud grandparents of two girls, Crystal and Shylh and
one grandson, Christopher.

Alice and Victor Churney

Myrna Winter and Frank Churney

Daughters of Vic and Alice: Cheryl and Charlene
Charlene married Gerry Brust in 1999 and they have
three children: Carter, Derek and Alison. Cheryl works
for a travel agency.
Frank and Scott, sons of Frank and Myrna
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CLARK, ALBERT ELI and VIOLETTA

for four years as well as serving on the Neepawa Minor
Hockey Association board. His commitment to community
was service so he joined Rotary. He truly believed in their
motto “Service above Self”. He became chair of Rotary in
1995. Mary Ellen as well as being a farm partner worked
outside the home. She worked for Canadian Imperial Bank
of Commerce for five years. She was a stay-at-home mom
from 1967 until 1976, when she continued her career with
the Royal Bank of Canada for twenty one years retiring in
1997. Her career took a different direction into health care
where she is the Palliative Care Co-ordinator of Volunteers.
As well as working and raising a family, Mary Ellen was
also very active in community organizations such as the
church, Chamber of Commerce, Yellowhead Centre board,
Ladies Auxiliary, Neepawa Inner Wheel, Beta Sigma
Phi Sorority, new Personal Care Home plus many other
community activities.
Their son, David married Donna (nee Smith) in 1989
and continues to live in our community. They have two
daughters Ambre and Aalyia. David works at Prairie Forest
in purchasing/sales and Donna works at Touchwood Park.
David is very involved in local sports and very involved
with the Yellowhead board and Neepawa Natives Junior
“A” Hockey Club.

Submitted by Mary Ellen Clark
Albert Eli Clark came out west from Cobourgh, ON at
the age of 12 in 1883. Several years later he homesteaded
in the Springhill district on SE 33-15-16. In 1899, he took
out a patent on the land for $800 from the Commercial
Colonization Company of Manitoba Ltd. On June 29, 1898,
he married Violetta Blackwell. They raised five children
and lost two in infancy. The four sons were: Eldon R., Eric
H., Ivan A. and Orville W., their daughter was Annis. In
1915, they built a century home which still stands today
on the family farm.
In 1929, Albert and Violetta retired to Neepawa and
the farm was taken over by Eric and his wife Lorna (nee
Ennis). They raised three children of which were two sons:
Elwood and Wayne, and one daughter Norma. In 1962,
Eric was deceased and the farm was taken over by son
Elwood.
In 1964 Elwood married Mary Ellen (nee Harper).

Ambre, Donna, Aalyia and David Clark
Donna Mae married Garth Matheson in 1997. They
live in Barrie, ON where Donna Mae is a teacher and Garth
is vice-president of Cancer and Clinical Services. They
have a son Carter and a daughter Cady Elle. They are all
very athletic and involved in sports.
Michael is married to Dawn and lives in Wisconsin.
They have two sons Brendan and Samuel and two daughters Addison and Arianna. Michael works in construction
and Dawn is a social worker.

Elwood and Mary Ellen Clark
They raised one son James David and one daughter
Donna Mae. They also raised Michael Procter when he
was ten until he turned eighteen. Elwood enjoyed farming
as well as all the varied seasons. Apart from farming, he
was very community minded and served on the Springhill
United Church board and later the Neepawa United Church
board. He sat on various elevator boards as the many
changes occurred. He managed David’s hockey team
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CLARK, CHARLES WESLEY and SARAH
Submitted by Marion Sharpe and Audrey Heffell
Four young Clark brothers moved west from Cobourg,
ON in the 1880s and settled in the Springhill area farming
with various degrees of success.
Our story concerns Charles Wesley Clark, our grandfather, the youngest brother of Albert Eli, William Anthony
and John Martin. Charles Wesley was born in Cobourg,
ON on Apr. 12, 1880. He married Sarah (Sadie) Ann
Blackwell, who had also come west from Cobden, ON
to visit her cousin Mrs. Albert Clark. They were married
Nov. 25, 1903 in Minnedosa.

Donna Mae, Cady Elle, Garth and Carter Matheson

Sarah Ann, Charles Wesley, baby Gertie, little Ernie
On the grain farm they raised their family of eight
children. All children attended Clarksville School which
was given that name due to so many Clark children in
attendance. The farm was sold in 1929 and they moved
to Neepawa on Hospital Street. Being close to the high
school, Granny Clark ran a boarding house for high school
students from the surrounding countryside. Wesley passed
away in 1939 and Sadie in 1954. They are buried in the
Neepawa cemetery.
Their children:
1. Ernest Wilson: DOB Mar. 19, 1904, DOD Feb. 7,
1995
Ernie worked at various farm jobs and married Dorothy
Beddome in 1934. Later, they moved to Neepawa where
he worked at the Swifts Poultry Plant. They have a son,
Gerald born in 1940, who attended Neepawa schools and
was valedictorian for his class. Dorothy passed away in
1971 and they are both buried in the Neepawa Cemetery.
Gerald is retired and lives in the Yellowhead Manor. Gerald
sings in the choir at the Presbyterian Church.

Michael, Dawn and family
David farmed actively with his dad as well as worked
full time. This changed in 2005 when Elwood became
deceased. The farm continues as a family farm with the
land rented out. Mary Ellen continues to live in the century
home.
May the following generations continue to appreciate
the foresight and dedication of our forefathers. We trust
the heritage they built for us will continue to grow and
develop in the coming generation who will follow in their
foot steps.
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farm. They have five children: Evelyn (born 1927), Elsie
(1928-1928), Don (1929), Elmer (1933) and Glen (1937).
Clifford passed away in 1979 and both are buried in the
Portage la Prairie Cemetery.

Ernie, Dorothy, little Gerald
2. Gertrude Hilda: DOB Apr. 17, 1905, DOD Dec.
28, 1992
Gertie was the family member who was most affected
by polio in 1917, leaving her with a crippled leg. As a
young lady, she worked as a cook at the Neepawa Hospital
for $40 per month and then in Winnipeg, before marrying
Cecil Baker in 1938. They lived in Neepawa on Emma
Street and Cecil was employed at the Salt Plant for 25
years. They retired to Portage la Prairie in 1969. Cecil
passed away in 1975 and they are buried in the Portage la
Prairie Cemetery.

Don, Evelyn, Elmer, Glen, Eunice, Clifford
4. Nelson William: DOB May 14, 1908, DOD Nov.
20, 1985
Nelson quit school at age 15 and went to work for
several neighbour farms for $15 per month. He loved
his horses and soon became quite a horseman. In 1937,
he married Winnifred Ellen Beddome, from Minnedosa
area, and they spent their first winter as a married couple
at Kippen’s Mill south of Dauphin. They moved to the
Hazelwood district (SE 20-14-17) where they raised their
family of six children: Marion (1938), Bernice (1943),
Audrey (1945), Murray (1951), Neil (1958) and Lois
(1960). All children were born in Neepawa Hospital with
five children being delivered by Dr. H.H. Hutchinson and
Lois, the youngest child delivered by Dr. Barry Hutchinson.
In 1965, they left the farm and moved to Minnedosa where
Nelson worked at Agristeel and Winnie was the receptionist at the Minnedosa Medical Group. Winnie passed away
in November, 1979 after a long battle with cancer. They
are buried in the Minnedosa cemetery.
Audrey went to school at Hazelwood and Minnedosa
and then joined the Bank of Montreal. She lived in
Brandon, Langley, BC and Prince George, BC. She has one
child Patricia Lynne. Audrey and husband John Heffell,
who retired from British Columbia Telephone moved to
Neepawa in 2006 and purchased a home on Lilly Street
East. John enjoys sports, hunting, fishing and gardening.
Audrey enjoys needlework, and has been a volunteer of
Skate Canada for over 30 years.
Lois attended school in Minnedosa and attended
University of Manitoba where she graduated with honours
from the School of Pharmacy with top class marks. She
worked in Harris Drug Store and now is employed as pharmacist in the Neepawa Hospital. She lives in Neepawa and
is an avid curler, golfer and hockey player.

Cecil and Gertie
3. Eunice Alma: DOB Mar. 14, 1907, DOD Sept. 28,
1985
Eunice worked as a hired girl for several neighbour
families as far away as Cordova, where she met the
Beddome family. She married Clifford Victor Beddome
in 1925. They farmed in the Cordova district and then
moved to Portage la Prairie where they operated a dairy
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spent together with fun, laughter, sing alongs and music.
The Clarks were well known at the curling rink and the
golf courses in nearby communities. Cecil also worked for
the RM of Lansdowne, Zenith Paving, and Department of
Highways. They lived in Brandon and Rapid City before
retiring to Neepawa where they reside in Elks Manor. They
celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary in 2004 with a
family gathering.

Audrey, Bernice, Murray, Neil, Lois, Marion, Nelson
and Winnie
5. Marguerite Louise “Reta” DOB Apr. 13, 1910,
DOD June 30, 2007
At 16, Reta began working as a hired girl, and in
1929, she married James Bradbeer. They lived in Arden
and raised three children: Edna (1931), Lawrence (1934)
and Marlene (1941).
James passed away in 1995. Reta moved to Saskatoon
where she resided in a personal care home until her
death.

Larry, Leonard, Cecil, Fred, Roy, Ruby, Daisy, Doreen
7. Beulah Evelyn, DOB Apr. 11, 1915
Beulah was employed in Eaton’s in Winnipeg. She
married Charles William Jones in 1935 before he left for
England and France during World War II. He then, was
employed at the Canadian National Railway Express Depot
in Winnipeg, and after retirement had a full time job with
the St. James Park Board. They have a family of three:
Shirley (1935), Diane (1937) and Wayne (1940).
Charles passed away in October, 1996. Beulah still
resides in Winnipeg.

Marlene, Edna, Reta, Lawrence
6. Cecil Wesley, DOB Mar. 26, 1913
Cecil ventured out into the world working for Harry
Pettitt’s Painting and Decorating. He was working in
Arden when he met Daisy Parker, and they were married
on Aug. 5, 1934. They lived in Arden where they raised
their 6 children: Ruby (1935), Fred (1937), Doreen (1939),
Leonard (1940), Larry (1942) and Roy (1944). This was
a very musical family with four of the six children all
playing guitars, piano and accordion. Many evenings were

Wayne, Shirley, Beulah, Charlie, Diane
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CLARK, DONALD SR. and PHYLLIS A.

8. Lawrence Elmer “Larry”, DOB Dec. 8, 1920
The youngest of the eight children recalls a lonely
childhood as most of the older brothers and sisters had
left the homestead. He quit school after Grade 9 to work
in a grocery store in Winnipeg. He served his country in
uniform in England where he married Iris Ovenben in 1943
and they have one son Bernard (1944). After the war, they
returned to Neepawa where Larry worked for Murray’s
Garage in the parts department. Iris was not happy living in
Canada and returned to England, unknown to Larry, being
pregnant with their second child. After being divorced, he
married Bea Sprott in 1966, and they moved to Victoria,
BC to operate a Beauty Supply Warehouse. Bea passed
away in 2004 and is buried in Neepawa. Larry now resides
in Vernon, BC.
After being estranged from his son for many years,
Larry was reunited with Bernard and his family in Calgary
in 2001. In 2007, he was fortunate to meet his second son
Richard, who also lives in England.

Submitted by Phyllis A. Clark
Frank Donald Clark was born in Bowsman, MB, in the
Swan Valley in 1932. He attended school in Bowsman. Don
curled, played hockey and senior baseball for the Bowsman
Maroons Senior ball team. This team was inducted into the
Manitoba Baseball Hall of Fame in 2001. After graduating from high school, he attended University of Colorado
Springs on a hockey scholarship for one year. Don returned
to Manitoba and entered Teacher’s College. On receiving
his teaching certificate, he spent two years teaching at Oak
Point and then continued teaching in Swan River. Along
with his teaching duties, Don was a football coach and the
team won the Rural Manitoba Championship.
Phyllis was born in Grandview Hospital while her
parents lived in Gilbert Plains. When she was seven years
old, her family moved to Dauphin where she completed
her Grade 12. On graduating from high school, Phyllis
worked for one year at CKDM, writing continuity. After
taking the required courses, she went to teach business
education in Swan River where she met Don.
Don and Phyllis were married in 1959. While in Swan
River, their oldest son, Don, Jr. was born at the Swan River
Hospital in 1960.
In 1961, they moved to Stonewall where Don and
Phyllis continued to teach. Don taught physical education
and chemistry. Phyllis set up the new business education
department.
In 1966, son Bob was born and in 1967, Mark was
born.
In 1969, the family moved to Neepawa, where Don
was appointed Audio-Visual Coordinator for the Beautiful
Plains School Division. Phyllis was a stay-at-home mom
for a few years.
In 1976, Don and Phyllis purchased a business and
set up a sporting goods/hobby shop. They remained in
business for four and one half years. At that time, Don
returned to teaching and taught at Eden, and Brookdale,
finally retiring from teaching in 1988. Phyllis pursued a
career in accounting and worked for several years for Big
Valley Realty and Jerry Parenteau Accounting.
Don Jr., Bob and Mark all attended Hazel M. Kellington
School and Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute.
Don Jr. played hockey, baseball and golf. Upon graduating from Grade 12, he attended University of Manitoba.
After receiving his Science degree, he went into medicine. Upon achieving his Medical degree, he went on
to complete the studies for surgery. In 1988, he married
Nancy Bossuyt. After practicing in Brandon for a couple of
years, they moved to Nova Scotia where Don continues to
do surgery at the Kentville Hospital. Nancy is an operating
room nurse and quite often works with Don. They have
two daughters, Gabrielle Ann and Emma Marie.

Bea, Larry
Every five years the Clark family has a reunion at
Springhill Hall to renew acquaintances amongst the
families of the four original Clark brothers. The weekend includes a wiener roast, children games, a tour of the
farm sites, a silent auction, potluck dinner, and a pancake
breakfast enjoyed by Clarks from far and wide.
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A few years later, the service station was sold and they
moved to Neepawa.

While growing up in Neepawa, Bob played hockey,
baseball and golf. In 1979, he was part of the Beaver baseball team that won the Manitoba championship. Upon
graduating from high school, Bob attended U of M. He
completed his studies for a Physical Education degree
and then completed the two year course for his degree
in Education. After teaching in Pine Falls for a couple of
years, he accepted a position to teach for Beautiful Plains
School Division. At present, Bob continues to teach for
Beautiful Plains School Division in Carberry. He resides
in Brandon. Bob has one son, Mackenzie.
While attending school, Mark was involved with
hockey, baseball and music. He and his dad often entertained at various venues in Neepawa and surrounding area.
Mark was a regular participant in the local Fine Arts Festival
where he won the Junior Vocal award several times and the
Rose Bowl. He played the piano and took part in this area
of the festival as well. He was part of the school band until
he graduated. Mark was a member of the “Five Neat Guys”
group who entertained in Neepawa and area and also was
chosen to go to Saskatoon by the local Co-op. Mark was an
enthusiastic participant in many school productions from
Hazel M. Kellington through NACI. Following the production of “Annie Get Your Gun”, he and Shauna Drayson
were invited to perform in Saskatoon once again. Mark
was a member of the “Reach for the Top” team in high
school. He received many awards at graduation including
the Governor-General medal.
Upon graduating from high school, Mark attended
U of M and entered the Faculty of Medicine after two
years of pre-med. Upon receiving his Medical degree,
he entered the two-year family medicine program. Upon
completing his residency, he joined the Dauphin Medical
Clinic where he continues to serve a very busy practice.
He enjoys working with the theatre group in Dauphin and
has been part of many excellent productions.
After a long bout with cancer, Don, Sr. passed away in
June of 2001. Phyllis still lives in Neepawa and enjoys this
beautiful community, which offers all the great services.

Frank

Ada

Frank was employed at the Neepawa Co-op
International Harvester and later at Ford of Neepawa from
where he retired in 1977. He was a member and Past Grand
of Neepawa Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge #16
and treasurer of the Lebanon Encampment. He was very
helpful at the Yellowhead Centre.
Ada served with the Canadian Women’s Army Corps
during World War II. After the war, she remained in the
Reserve Unit for several years. She was an active worker
with the Children’s Aid Society for a number of years. In
the Neepawa Lodge of the Order of Royal Purple, she had
held several offices and was Honoured Royal Lady. Ada
contributed a lot of time and effort to the establishment
of the Yellowhead Centre, being president of the Neepawa
Centennial committee and hall chairperson of the committee as well as the first president of the Women’s Auxiliary
to the Yellowhead Centre. Ada worked at the SOS Clothing
Store and Kerr’s Clothing Store.
Frank and Ada passed away in a car accident on May
7, 1979.
Frank and Ada have three children: Barbara, Dennis and
Keith. Barbara was born March 5, 1948 in New Westminster
BC. Barbara is married to Tom Dudman and they farm in
Onanole and live at Lake of the Prairies. They have two
children: son Shaun and wife Leanne, and daughter Deena;
daughter Kim and husband Don and children Lindsay and
Ryan. Dennis was born June 20, 1950 in Riding Mountain,
MB. Dennis married Elaine Dixon of Arden on July 5,
1975. They had one child Angela. Dennis passed away
March 28, 1978. Elaine and Angela passed away suddenly
in a car accident with Frank and Ada on May 7, 1979.
Keith was born June 2, 1955 in Neepawa. Keith is a truck
driver for Gladstone Transfer. For many years he was long
haul driver owning his own truck. Keith has one daughter
Brittany. He also has a stepdaughter Nicole and her husband
Koen and two children Kennedy and Josh.

CLARK, FRANCIS and ADA
Submitted by Barb Dudman
Frank was born on Dec. 18, 1908. He was the youngest son of John and Alice Clark. Frank attended school in
the Iroquois district. He worked on the home farm until
1945.
Ada (LeBoutillier) was born May 24, 1926 and was
the eldest daughter of Wilfred and Lillian LeBoutillier.
Frank and Ada were married on March 24, 1946
in Hallboro. They started their married life in New
Westminster, BC. Two years later, they moved to Riding
Mountain, MB where they had purchased a service station.
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CLARK, JOHN and ALICE

John made cheese for his neighbours and butter for
sale. He spent the winter of 1890 in Wisconsin and while
there, married Alice Bancroft. Their home was always
open to friends and strangers and to the tea salesmen and
others who traveled by.
The minutes book of the Iroquois School District
showed that a motion to form a school district was made
by John Clark. He served continuously as trustee and
secretary-treasurer until his death in 1928. He was actively
involved with the Beautiful Plains Agricultural Society, the
Boys and Girls Club and the Manitoba Farm Union. He
was pastor’s warden at the small Anglican Church on the
NW corner of the farm. Mrs. Clark and Ethel were Women
Auxiliary members.
Four children were born to John and Alice Clark.
Walter was born Oct. 27, 1891. Walter farmed near the
home farm and married Jessie Pettit of Neepawa. Walter
and Jessie have three children: Alice, born March 27, 1927;
John, born April 5, 1929 and Florence, born Aug. 8, 1930.
In 1934, they moved to Cumberland on Vancouver Island.
Walter died in 1972 and Jessie in 1976.
Ethel was born Nov. 6, 1897. Ethel remained at home
until 1945 and then lived in Victoria, BC until she passed
away in 1974.
Harold was born July 4, 1903. Harold managed the
family farm after his father’s death in 1928. Mrs. Clark
continued to live there until her death in 1941. In 1930,
Harold married Viola Kines. In 1945, Harold rented the
farm to Joe and Minnie Kuharski and he and his family
moved to Penticton, BC. Harold and Viola have three children: Donald, born Oct. 23, 1930; Shirley, born Nov. 8,
1931 and Ann, born Jan. 16, 1947. Harold passed away in
1980 and Viola in 2004.
Francis was born Dec. 18, 1908. Frank remained at
home until 1945. He married Ada LeBoutillier in 1946 and
they lived in New Westminster, BC, Riding Mountain and
Neepawa until their tragic fatal car accident in 1979. *See
Francis and Ada Clark.
There are nine grandchildren and a number of great
grandchildren of John and Alice Clark.
The farm is now owned and operated by Larry
Nicholson, a grandson of one of John Clark’s first neighbours, Ed Nicholson.

Submitted by Barb Dudman

Front: John and Alice Clark
Back: Harold, Ethel, Frank, Walter
On July 4, 1877 at the age of 19, John Clark left
England and sailed to New York. He spent two years in
Wisconsin where he learned to farm and also worked in
a cheese factory. His brother Frank, then 18, joined him
in 1878, and in the spring of 1879, they set out together
for Manitoba. Letters home to his mother told that as they
came west by train, they spent Sunday in Chicago and were
surprised to find places of commerce and amusement were
open and doing business. There was no bridge across the
Red River at Winnipeg, and crossing was made by boat.
Oxen cart and supplies were bought, then they set out
to look for land to homestead. Letters told of hordes of
mosquitoes and of the many times they had to take off half
of their load in order to get across a muddy pond, and then
go back for the remainder. After three weeks, they reached
the swollen Stoney Creek. Though they had intended to
go on to Rapid City area, they decided they had unloaded
often enough so stayed there.
The receipt for John’s homestead, 2-15-16 is dated
May 12, 1879 at Tanner’s Crossing. Their first dwelling
was made of poles and canvas and was shared by the oxen
the first winter. Coyotes were plentiful and would chew the
rawhide thongs on the harrows if left out overnight.
John told of carrying flour and groceries from
Gladstone and getting their mail at Tanner’s Crossing.
Later, the Post Office of Bridge Creek was located on the
Campbell home west of Clarks.
John helped haul the supplies from Carberry for the J.A.
Clare General Store in Neepawa. Frank spent some time
hauling supplies for the Riel Rebellion in Saskatchewan.
Frank married and later moved to Glenella to farm.

CLARK, PETER and ELIZABETH “LIBBI”
Submitted by Libbi Clark
Peter Leslie Clark was born in Britain and emigrated
to Canada in 1957. He had traveled across Canada but
eventually settled in the Toronto area until joining the
Royal Canadian Air Force. He served for 26 years, 17 of
which were in Search and Rescue as a Search and Rescue
technician. Elizabeth Leona Kozak was born and raised in
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bakery to Kerry Maxwell, Wayne worked throughout the
province as a relief baker. He later, worked for Neepawa
Creamery and then became the warehouse distribution
manager for Schwan’s Food. Wayne spent the last five
years, before retiring, at Brydges and Taylor Vet Clinic.
Janis was recently recognized for 35 years with the laboratory at the Neepawa Health Centre.

Fort William, ON. In 1968, she joined the Royal Canadian
Air Force “to see the world”. Peter and “Libbi” met in
Trenton, ON and were married there in 1976. Both were
posted across the country from Gander, NFD to Edmonton,
AB. Peter retired in 1990 but Libbi was still serving and
was sent to the Canadian Embassy in Washington, DC.
Returning home in 1994, she was posted to Moose Jaw,
SK. After two years there, she put in for her release/retirement and they both headed for the open road. While traveling across Canada and the United States for two and one
half years, their home became a truck and 26-foot travel
trailer. During one of their visits to friends in the Carberry
area, they heard about the pretty little town of Neepawa.
After consulting with an engineer, Pete and Libbi
purchased “the old Deveson place” in September 1998.
They knew it needed work but that would have to wait
until spring. So late October, they boarded up the house
and headed west. Upon returning in April, the daunting
task of completely removing all the lath and plaster to
expose the bare bones of the house began. Then, with
professional help, they worked from dawn till dusk repairing and replacing from top to bottom but always trying to
keep as much of the original wood trim as possible. The
house and all the utilities were brought up to code within
eight months. Peter living up to one of the Search and
Rescue mottos, “Seek and Save” sought out and saved the
old house. It has been given new life and God willing, is
expected to last another 100 years or more.
The “Olde House RV Park” is located on the property.
Presently, it is open to the RV’ing public at no charge.
Individuals, who have stayed there, have all admired and
commented on the uniqueness of the home and the beauty
of the lily and mixed flower gardens.
Footnote: On May 30, 1986, Peter Alexander Deveson,
grandson of Mr. And Mrs. J. W. Drysdale, was granted
authority to subdivide part of the NW ¼ of 27-14-14
W.P.M. The balance of the land was transferred to Keith
A.A. Windus on June 3, 1986. Peter Deveson had resided
in the large cement block house that was originally built
by the Drysdales’ in 1904. He decided to sell the home at
an auction and on Aug. 1, 1996, David and Ivy Cameron
purchased the property and resided there until 1998.

Back Row: Trevor Watt, Wayne, Janis and Jamey Harper
Front Row: Laura Clark Watt (holding Gianna Watt),
Sophie Chown
(mother of Janis) and Tracey Clark
The Clark’s have two daughters. Laura was born in 1974.
She graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute, the
University of Manitoba and obtained her Master of Science
degree in Speech and Language Pathology from Minot
State University. She married Trevor Watt in 2001 and they
have one daughter (Gianna Raye) who was born in 2005.
They currently reside in Flin Flon, MB where Laura is
employed as a Speech Pathologist for the Flin Flon School
Division and Trevor is in partnership at a law practice.
Tracey was born in 1979 and graduated from NACI. She
received her diploma as a Physiotherapist Assistant from
Medicine Hat College and is currently employed at the Dr.
Vernon Fanning Centre in Calgary, AB. Tracey and her
partner, Jamey Harper have recently purchased an automotive machinist business in Calgary.

CLARK, WAYNE and JANIS
CLAYTON, BURNIE and VELMA

Submitted by Wayne and Janis

Submitted by Velma Clayton
Wayne and Janis Clark moved to Neepawa in 1971.
Wayne was employed as the food service manager at
East View Lodge until he purchased the bakery from
Pete Hurrell in 1973. Wayne owned and operated Clark’s
Bakery until 1986. At this time, Wayne donated his
time and expertise by catering to numerous functions
in Neepawa and the surrounding area. After selling the

Burnie Clayton of Gladstone and Velma Bamford of
Foxwarren, MB were married on July 21, 1954. After farming for a few years, Burnie was employed as an elevator
agent by Manitoba Pool Elevators. Their family is Brent
(1955), Douglas (1957), and Leanne (1965). They lived
in Gladstone, Vista and Arden.
289

Near Left: Brent and Tanis, Stephanie, Jodry, Arron
(Carly)
Centre: Leanne and Dave with son Stefan and Velma
Right: Doug and Pegi, Ian and Devin
Leanne, with husband David LeClair, moved to North
Carolina, US ten years ago. She is a nurse at Rex Hospital,
Kaleigh, North Carolina. David, an electrical engineer,
works near Kaleigh. Their son Stefan (1998) is in Grade
4.
By 1988, both Burnie and Velma were enjoying retirement, and spending time in summer at Clear Lake where
Burnie took pleasure in his woodworking. His death
occurred on June 17, 1991. Since 1993, Velma has resided
in Neepawa. In summer, the cabin still provides a gathering
spot for family and friends.

Burnie and Velma Clayton
Arden was really where the children grew up, and it
was a lively, progressive village. During those years, three
centennial celebrations were held—in 1967, 1970 and
1984. The community centre was built and ball park/beach
area was developed complete with swinging bridge. Later,
the curling rink was modernized, and even the ridge road
took on a new look. The co-operative spirit that existed
between village and rural area benefited everyone.
By the end of the 1960’s, many mothers had returned
to the work force. With the family in school, and having
studied to receive her teaching degree, Velma began teaching junior high grades at Arden School in January 1973.
As with most families, the Claytons had approached some
busy years. Sports (hockey, ringette, curling, baseball),
4-H, music lessons, as well as activities related to church,
community and Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute, all
served to keep the whole family active.
However, years pass quickly. Gradually, water skiing
held more appeal than pony-riding; bikes were replaced
by motorcycles or cars, and swimming in the Whitemud
lacked the challenge of riding the waves at Clear Lake.
With Leanne’s graduation from NACI in 1983, the whole
family had moved off to study and find work in their
chosen fields.
The Family:
Brent is an employee of Manitoba Hydro in Winnipeg.
His wife Tanis (Benson) teaches at Glenlawn Collegiate.
They have three children: Arron (1984), Jodry (1987) and
Stephanie (1988), all of Winnipeg.
Douglas is employed by Freshwater Fish Marketing
Corporation in Edmonton. His wife Pegi (Fletcher) works
with the Alberta Government. With their sons, Ian (1988)
and Devin (1990), they reside in St. Albert, AB.

CLYDE, KEN and MARJORIE
Submitted by Pat Clyde
Bill Clyde, a carpenter came to Neepawa in 1906
from Listowel, ON. In 1914, he married Janet Belle
Graham, whose family was among the earliest settlers in
Neepawa.
Bill built many fine buildings in Neepawa and district
and was a foreman at Clear Lake during the depression
when most log government buildings were constructed. He
returned to Neepawa and continued in the building trade.
They have two daughters and two sons: Ken, Thelma,
Helen and Bruce. Bill’s wife, Janet passed away in 1939 at
Ninette Sanitorium after an illness of nine years. In 1943,
Bill remarried to Ethel McCorrie of Neepawa. Bill passed
away in 1961 and Ethel in 1963.
Ken worked with his father and carried on the building business when his dad retired. In 1944, Ken married
Marjorie Spence of Winnipeg who was a Corporal in the
Canadian Women’s Auxiliary Corps. There are two daughters and one son in Ken’s family: Judy, Bill, and Pat who
all received their schooling in Neepawa.
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executive. George, his wife, Leah-Ann and sons, Tanner,
15 and Carter, nearly 12, now live in Kamloops, BC where
George is Kamloops Minor Hockey head coach and LeahAnn is a Counseling Steno at Chase Secondary School, just
outside Kamloops. Over the years, George has obtained his
Advanced I Coaching certification and Coach Mentoring
certification from Hockey Canada, and in Kamloops is
responsible for player development and coach mentorship.
Hockey is Tanner’s and Carter’s favorite sport. During the
2007-08 season, Tanner played on the Kamloops AAA
Bantam Team, Carter on the AA Pee Wee team. In the
summer, golf is the family sport.
Tanis went to Denmark on a Rotary Youth Exchange
for a year after high school graduation, then spent two
years in Montreal working as a nanny. She then, received
her Bachelor of Education degree from the U of A. She
and a friend owned and operated the Apollo After School
Care in Edmonton for a few years, then Tanis moved to
Calgary. For the past ten years, she has been employed
by Young Men’s Christian Association in Calgary. She
began in the Out-of-School Care Program, then became
general manager of one of the YMCA branches, and is
currently a vice-president, in charge of financial development and communication. Tanis and Peter live on an
acreage at Chestermere, just east of Calgary. Peter works
in the computer field with the Xerox Company.
For the past 23 years, Brent has been involved in the
restaurant industry in Edmonton. He began as a bus-boy
with Earl’s Restaurant chain and has worked in all facets
of the industry. In 1994, he purchased Sweetwater Café
and it became a thriving business. When the opportunity
arose to sell it, 10 years later, Brent took advantage of
that opportunity. He continues to work in the industry and
currently works in a steak house. Lisa, Brent’s fiancée, has
a career in the restaurant industry, also having worked in
all aspects of the business. She is presently a server in one
of Edmonton’s major hotel dining rooms.

Judy married John Enns of Plumas, MB. John has his
own mechanic business and Judy helps with the books.
They have two daughters: Krista and Melanie. Krista is
engaged to Kevin Riemer. Melanie is married to Gene
Fraser and they have a four year old daughter, Morgan and
on April 30, 2007 a new baby son, Liam. Judy’s family
all live in Winnipeg.
Bill married Sheryl Nesbitt of Neepawa. They have
three daughters and a son: Megan, Andrew, Heather and
Caitlyn. Bill works for Canadian Pacific Railway. Megan
married Keith Vandal and they live in Rivers, MB. Megan
is a nurse and works in Brandon. Andrew lives and works in
Kelowna, BC. Heather is taking a course at the University
of Manitoba. Caitlyn attends school in Balmoral, MB.
I, Patricia and my cat, Misty, live in Neepawa. I have
had a variety of jobs, house cleaning and working part
time in a restaurant.
Marjorie Clyde lives in East View Lodge at the age
of 92. Ken retired in 1980 and passed away in 1985. Ken
built some very nice houses in Neepawa. He also worked
for two other carpenters in construction. The last five years
before Ken’s retirement he worked at Shilo, fixing and
repairing buildings and houses.

COCHRANE, MAURICE and JANET
Submitted by Janet Cochrane
We lived in Neepawa for nearly 30 years, where
Maurice was manager of Manitoba Pool Elevators. In
August 1997, after retirement, we moved to Three Hills,
AB, a small town with a population of about 3,500, located
about 1 ½ hours northeast of Calgary. George, Tanis and
Brent are living in the west, so we, too, decided to move
west. It is a move we have never regretted, for it is wonderful to be able to participate in the lives of our kids and
grandkids with less driving involved.
In retirement, time passes quickly, we do a little volunteering in the community and that, along with our leisure
activities, fills our days. Maurice golfs spring through fall,
and during the winter, curls two mornings a week in the
senior league. My pastimes include reading, scrapbooking
and some writing. Spring until fall, we enjoy visits from
family and friends, many from Manitoba, some making a
short “pit stop”, others staying for a longer visit.
After high school, George obtained a Physical
Education degree from the University of Alberta in
Edmonton. For 15 years, he was involved in coaching
in the Alberta and British Columbia Junior A Hockey
Leagues, first as an assistant, then as head coach. While
living in Dawson Creek, BC, where he coached Junior B
hockey, he obtained his teaching certificate from Simon
Fraser University and began teaching. There, he became
a minor hockey coach and involved in the minor hockey

COCKBURN, JAMES and PATRICIA
Submitted by James Cockburn
Jim was born in 1944 to James Alexander and Margaret
Cockburn in Summerside, PEI. Pat was born to Louis and
Linda Rodewald in Emerson, MB in 1959. They were
married in Emerson in 1987.
Jim worked for the Royal Canadian Mounted Police in
Manitoba for 28 years, retiring in 1994. As a result of his
profession, the family moved many times prior to his final
posting in Neepawa in 1988. Each community brought
with it many new friends and life experiences. This journey took them to the communities of Portage la Prairie,
Gillam, Powerview/Pine Falls, Hamiota, Winnipegosis,
Wabowden, Winnipeg, and Emerson. Retirement was short
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in multimedia design and communication. He works for
Sun West Graphics in Winnipeg.

lived however, as he went on to work with TNT Ford,
and discovered the potential for an independent business.
He also worked for Dakota Ojibway Police Services for
three years. He continues with his private business focusing on private investigations, process server, collections
agency, and commissioner for oaths. He is currently a
town councilor and previously served as councilor for the
term 1997-2001. He was on the recreation committee,
coached minor hockey, the Neepawa Natives, and high
school basketball. He has served on the board of directors
for Touchwood for 16 years. He is a volunteer member
of Access TV in Neepawa. He is also a member of the
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 023. He was a member
of the organizing committee for the Manitoba Summer
Games 1992 in Neepawa. He has special memories of
being on the committee for Midnight Madness for four
years, being parade marshal, and being instrumental in
bringing the Canadian Air Force Band to Neepawa. He was
also a member of the committee that brought the RCMP
Musical Ride to Neepawa.
Pat graduated from the University of Manitoba with a
Bachelor in Nursing degree in 1981. Her desire to further
her education became reality when she graduated with a
Masters in Healthcare Administration from the University
of Minnesota in 1993. Pat has enjoyed an enriched career
ranging from direct nursing care to public health/home
care and finally nursing leadership/administration. She is
currently the vice-president of programs and standards for
the Assiniboine Regional Health Authority. Her years spent
working at East View Lodge and the Neepawa Hospital
are very memorable years. She enjoys curling and being
outdoors. Pat participated as a member of the Beautiful
Plains Community Foundations board, and volunteers at
the Roxy Theatre along with Jim.
They have three children: James, John and Brent.
James Cory was born in Winnipeg Aug. 3, 1970. He
went to College of Notre Dame, Wilcox, SK and later
attended the U of M. He is a member of the RCMP
currently stationed in Swan River, MB. He married Tara
Woolgar of Swan River June 29, 1996. They have two
children: Carter James, born June 10, 2001 and Rylee
Margaret, born May 5, 2004.
John Douglas, was born in Dauphin, Feb. 15, 1974. He
went to Hazel M. Kellington School and Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute, graduating in 1993. He played minor
hockey in Neepawa and he was equipment manager for
the Neepawa Natives for two years. He works for Windsor
Plywood in Winnipeg MB. He continues to love hockey
and has been very involved as a coach over the years.
Brent Edward Rodewald was born in Winnipeg Feb. 4,
1977. He went to HMK and NACI, graduating in 1996. He
played minor hockey in Neepawa and played on the championship football team for Neepawa Collegiate. His love
for computers and drawing further resulted in a diploma

L to R: Brent, Pat, Jim, Carter, Jim
Sitting: John, Tara and baby Rylee
Family has always been very important to Jim and Pat.
They recall the flood of the century when they had to sand
bag the family farm at Emerson which was right on the
banks of the Red River. Pat’s parents stayed in Neepawa
until it was safe to return home. Helping during sugar beet
season was always something to look forward to as was the
annual sausage making event which has carried on through
the generations. The adventure of travel is something Jim
and Pat always look forward to and have enjoyed many
trips over the years. They live for time at their cottage on
Lake Manitoba where the pontoon boat, fishing, friends
and family make life complete.
When Jim and Pat were transferred to Neepawa in
1988, their plans were to stay for six years. Needless to
say, they have enjoyed the community and are very proud
to have Neepawa as their home.

COLLETT, HILDA (nee STOCKDALE)
Submitted by Barbara Shumeley
Hilda was born in Arden, MB in 1913 at the Stockdale
homestead on the outskirts of town. While Hilda left the
family homestead to pursue a working career in Winnipeg,
she has always spoken passionately, proudly and fondly
of her family and community life in Arden. Hilda is the
only surviving offspring of Louise and William Stockdale.
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John and Moriah had five children: Ann Jane (about 1842),
Margaret (about 1843), Rachael and her twin (about 1849)
and John (about 1850).
John Henry Collum Sr. married Elizabeth McGuire
(Maguire) on Dec. 9, 1862 in Maryborough Township,
Wellington County, ON, daughter of Hugh and Elizabeth
(Wray) McGuire. She was born May 19, 1837 in Kingston,
ON. Elizabeth passed away on June 25, 1920 and John died
on Feb. 17, 1905, both passing away in their son’s home
(William) in the Orange Ridge district. John and Elizabeth
are buried at Riverside Cemetery, Neepawa.
John and Elizabeth had nine children: Ella, David
Hugh, William Henry, Sarah, James, Mary, Emma, Beatrice
and Inez.
Ella was born in 1865 and died in 1950. She married
James Franklin Park Oct. 30, 1895 in Brandon, MB. They
lived in Superior, Wisconsin, USA and have four children:
Frank, Roy, May and Wesley. David Hugh was born about
1867. His wife’s name was Mary Jane. He died Nov 2, 1952
in Winnipeg at age 84 years, and is buried at Elmwood
Cemetery. David farmed with his brother, William, in the
Birnie district, for many years. David and his brother-inlaw, Oscar Galloway, started in business together in Meota,
SK in 1912. In 1918, he was living near St. Walburg, SK;
William Henry (see history); Sarah was born June 22,
1870 in Hollen, ON. She married William Edward Haslam
on Feb 24, 1891 in Berlin, ON. He died March 16, 1908.
They had two sons: Earl and Wilbert ‘Bert’. James was
born Nov 5, 1872 in Hollen, ON and died March 14, 1873
in Hollen. He is buried in Hollen Cemetery. Mary was
born about 1876. She married Richard Alexander ‘Dick’
Moore on Dec 10, 1894 in Brandon, MB. They lived in
Saskatchewan and raised a large family. Emma was born
about 1877 and died in 1939 in Winnipeg. She married
William ‘Oscar’ Galloway on Sept 5, 1900 in Franklin,
MB. He died in 1946 in Chicago, Illinois. They had six
children: Homer, Aveline, Gordon ‘Clark’, Iona, Della
and Borden. Beatrice was born April 10, 1879 in Hollen,
ON. Inez was born Oct 25, 1886 in Kitchener, ON. At the
age of 14, she came west with her family to Griswold,
MB. Later, she attended school in Winnipeg and there
she married Elijah Hughes in 1907. They lived there for
three years and then came to Neepawa to reside. Inez died
March 4, 1940 in Neepawa. Elijah died May 22, 1943 in
Neepawa. They had four children: William, Cecil, Shirley
(Williamson) and Verna. Inez was a member of St. James
Anglican Church and past president and life member of
the Women’s Auxiliary, past noble grand of Anemone
Rebekah Lodge and past president of Rebekah District
No. 10. She was past Mistress of Primrose Lodge No.
203, LOBA and Deputy Grand Secretary of the Manitoba
Grand Lodge at the time of her death. During the Great
War, she was very active in IODE work. Inez and Elijah
are buried at Riverside Cemetery.

Hilda’s siblings have predeceased her in the respective
years Harmon (1930), Margaret (1984) and Elva (1942).
The family homestead was built by Hilda’s father
William Stockdale, who was a self-taught mason contractor. It was one of the homes in the district that was built
with individual hand mixed concrete blocks, thus making it
a very sturdy and unique home. While heating and plumbing were some of the challenging features of the times,
their home was country comfort at its best. This home still
stands but it is unoccupied and sadly is in great disrepair.
As a surprise, Barbara commissioned Manitoba artist John
Gaudes to paint the homestead in its original splendor, thus
providing Hilda with a pleasing backdrop for her many
trips down memory lane. A special memory attached to
her family home is when Ed Collett came to work for her
father. They subsequently married in Winnipeg in 1942 and
were life partners till Edmund’s passing in 2002.
Hilda recalls many other very pleasant memories.
These include family outings for berry picking – saskatoons, blueberries, raspberries, and chokecherries. It is not
surprising that Hilda is the expert supervisor for daughter Barbara with her preserves. Picking armloads of wild
flowers has given her a keen appreciation for preservation of the prairie orchid and crocus – springtime brings
many pleasant memories. Living close to the railway tracks
also provided great childhood diversion and the occasional
scare – like the time Nettie, the family horse, who was
pulling the buggy over reacted to the train whistle and they
experienced a frightening narrowly missed accident – that
is a story in and of itself.
School days in Arden bring a whole range of different
memories like the “covered van” sleigh rides to school.
Grandchildren Christie and John have also heard about
Grandma’s first job as a clerk at McCamis’ store. Church
life was always an important part of rural communities
and one of Hilda’s favorite memories is that of Sunday
School teacher.
Hilda now resides in Winnipeg.

COLLUM, JOHN and ELIZABETH
Submitted by Maxine Woodcock
John Henry Collum Sr. was born about 1809 in
Enniskillen County, Ireland, and emigrated to North
America about 1830. It has not been determined if he
emigrated to the United States or Canada. Family believes
he spent his first years in the Maritimes, became involved
in the Fenian Raids and served until wounded and had to
leave the group. He later moved near Hollen, ON which
is in Maryborough Township, Wellington County. There,
he married Moriah Overend on June 10, 1841, daughter
of Thomas and Martha Overend. Moriah was born about
1826 in Maryborough Township, Wellington County, ON.
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COLLUM, WILLIAM and MARY ‘MAE’

and Nellie farmed in the Bethany district until 1967, and
then moved to Minnedosa. Nellie worked as a nurse’s
aide for many years and enjoyed bowling and bingo. John
passed away April 23, 1987. Nellie moved to Kinsmen
Kourts in Neepawa where she lived until her passing on
April 24, 2006. They are buried at Riverside Cemetery.
Frederick Hugh was born Sept. 23, 1905 at Birnie. He
married Amalia ‘Molly’ Relke on March 1, 1938. They
farmed in the Glenholm district and raised a family of
eight: Harold, Bill, Ron, Murray, Dave, Marjorie, Elaine
and Isobel. In 1967, they moved from the farm into Arden,
then to Neepawa in 1981, and then into Kinsmen Kourts.
Molly belonged to Arden Women’s Institute for several
years. She loved to play any game that was a challenge.
She loved to knit, crochet, quilt and read. Molly passed
away June 12, 2001 and Fred passed away Dec. 6, 2001.
They are buried at Riverside Cemetery.
William Henry was born Dec. 17, 1907 at Birnie. He
married Celeste Jean Stewart on June 16, 1945 in Winnipeg,
MB. Bill died Jan. 15, 1997 in White Rock, BC and Jean
passed away Nov. 11, 2001 in White Rock, BC.
Reta Mae was born April 17, 1910 at Birnie. She
married John Eric Campbell on Oct. 17, 1934 and they
farmed near Franklin until 1958 when they moved to
Brandon. They had three children: Iris, Sharran and Don.
John died in May, 1985 and Reta on Feb 27, 1987. They
are buried in Brandon Cemetery.
Elizabeth ‘Beth’ Maguire was born Apr. 29, 1913 at
Birnie. Beth moved to Winnipeg at 19 years of age and this
became her home. She married William Robertson on Dec
3, 1938. William served his country as a member of the
Queen’s Own Highlanders. They had no children. William
passed away Dec 31, 1983 and is buried at Brookside
Cemetery, Winnipeg. Beth became a resident of East View
Lodge in 1995 and passed away there on June 15, 2001.
She was laid to rest at Riverside Cemetery, Neepawa.
Kathleen was born June 7, 1914 at Birnie. She married
Melville Hutton from Bethany in 1934. They had two sons,
Raymond and Mervyn. Katie was killed in a car accident
in Calgary, AB on Apr. 9, 1973.
Gertrude Iona was born Dec 15, 1916 at Birnie. She
married Martino Michael Arthur Baroni on June 5, 1939.
They had five children: Michael, Marie, Donna, Joanne
and Marilyn. Martino passed away in Calgary, AB on June
30, 1979 and Gertie passed away Aug. 17, 1983 in Calgary.
They are buried at Queen’s Park Cemetery.
Emma was born Jan 29, 1919 at Birnie. She married
Harvey Hutton on Nov 8, 1943 in Clanwilliam, MB. They
farmed in the Empire district and had three children:
Morley, Lloyd and Maxine. Harvey passed away Sept 8,
1973. Emma lives in Minnedosa
Phoebe was born March 2, 1920 at Birnie. She married
Arnold Mattice and they had four children: Don, Glen,
Gerry and Gail.

Submitted by Maxine Woodcock
William Henry Collum was born Feb. 26, 1869 in
Hollen, ON to John Henry Collum and Elizabeth McGuire.
He married Mary ‘Mae” Louise Robinson on March 12,
1903 in Neepawa, MB. William died July 30, 1943 in
Neepawa and is buried at Riverside Cemetery, Neepawa.
William loved horses and took great pride in raising
only the best. “The Neepawa Press Nov. 12, 1912, Birnie
Budget: That we should have a good class of horses in this
district is a fact, as our old time booster, Billy Collum,
has purchased from Stephen Benson of Neepawa, the
celebrated sire of Mr. Benson’s prize horses, “Mullah”
#10785-14282, in the stud book; 8 yrs old, bred in Surrey,
England. Good for you Billy. We wish you luck. You
evidently know Birnie must have the best.” He would
always show colts at the Neepawa Fair and won many
prizes. There are fond memories of sleeping in the stalls
on a pile of straw.
They farmed three miles east of Birnie and the children
attended Orange Ridge School. Here they lived as pioneer
farmers, with a few chickens, pigs and cattle. They cleared
land and broke it for cultivation. When the war broke out
in 1914, William enlisted and was away for three years,
leaving Mae on the farm with three boys, her husband’s
mother and an old gent who did the chores.
The area in which they lived was sparsely settled at
first. There was a farmer about two miles away where
they could pick up the mail and another farmer about a
mile further on who ran a little bit of a store where you
could get a few essentials if you ran out, like yeast cakes
and coal oil.
When William came home, they remained on the farm.
About 1930, the family moved to a farm ten miles east
of Birnie, then, to the Hiscock place, five miles north of
Arden. They built a new house and when William passed
away in 1943, Mae moved the house to Neepawa.
Mae married Rudolph Karl ‘Charlie’ Haut on May
14, 1948 and they lived at Chatfield, MB. Charlie died in
April 1971. Mae then lived with her son, Fred and Molly,
at Arden for a few years before moving to the East View
Lodge. Mae died Jan. 22, 1981 and is buried next to
William at Riverside Cemetery.
They raised a family of twelve children: Johnny
Thomas, Frederick Hugh, William Henry, Reta Mae,
Elizabeth Maguire, Kathleen, Gertrude Iona, Emma,
Phoebe, Inez Elizabeth, Della and David Wesley:
Johnny Thomas was born at Birnie on March 23, 1904.
He grew up at Birnie and attended Orange Ridge School.
He was employed as a farm worker in the Franklin district
and enjoyed working with steam engines. He married
Nellie Campbell in 1936 and they had two children: Barry
(Sadie Matheson) and Yvonne (Gordon Nagorski). John
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John was born in 1952. He went to school in Eden
and Neepawa. He has worked for the Bank of Montreal
in telecommunications for most of his career. He married
Lynne Babcock of Birnie in 1975 and they have lived in
Winnipeg since that time. Their daughter Erin was born in
1980 and is now a massage therapist. She married Willem
van Lankvelt of Rivers, MB in 2006. Their son Andrew
was born in 1982 and has recently finished his level one
in carpentry.
Sheri was born in 1967. She attended school in Eden
and Neepawa and is now a speech-language pathologist.
She married Todd Hyra of Grandview, MB in 1992 and
they now reside in Winnipeg after living in Morden for
several years. They have three children: a girl and two
boys. Gillian was born in 2001, Easton in 2003 and Travis
in 2006.
Frank and Dorothy continued to live on the farm.
Frank served on the school board, the curling rink and
hall boards, and the church board. He was a member of
the Neepawa Masonic Lodge and also served in the Air
Force during World War II.
Dorothy was active in the community and church and
was a member of the Eastern Star. She taught school for
many years including Kindergarten at Eden for the last 15
years of her career.
Frank and Dorothy officially retired from farming in
1990 and bought a home in Neepawa. Frank continued to
help on the farm but they thoroughly enjoyed their new
life in town. Sadly, Dorothy lost her battle with breast
cancer in 1994 and left her family and friends to cherish
the memories of a devoted wife, loving mother and caring
friend (with a great sense of humor).
Frank has continued to live in Neepawa and has
enjoyed golf and socializing with friends. He moved into
the Elks Manor in 2004 and continues to enjoy his friends
and family, especially his grandchildren.
The Cook family has always felt fortunate to call Eden
and Neepawa home. Life was not always easy but good
friends and the support of a caring community made life
good, and we remember with gratitude the choice Frank’s
parents made in coming to Eden.

Inez Elizabeth was born June 4, 1923 at Birnie. She
married Gus Stoetzel and they have three children: Myrna,
Jim and Diane. She died Apr. 15, 1964 at Dawson Creek,
BC. Gus died in Aug., 1997 in Edmonton, AB.
Della was born Sept. 20, 1925 at Birnie. She married
Wilfred Sievewright and they had two sons, Wayne and
David. Wilfred passed away in 1959 and Della remarried
to John Warren. John passed away Feb 5, 2006 in White
Rock, BC.
David Wesley was born Sept 29, 1927 in Winnipeg. He
married Ferne Snedden on Mar. 23, 1954 in Minnedosa.
They have two sons, Kim and Leslie.

COOK, FRANK and DOROTHY
Submitted by Sheri Hyra
Frank’s parents, John and Tillie Cook moved to Eden
from Clanwilliam in November, 1943. They purchased
the S ½ of section 16-16-15, formerly farmed by Lorne
McCracken. J. Munroe built the house on this farm about
1900. Frank was the third child born to John and Tillie.
He came home to run the family farm in 1944 after the
untimely death of both his parents that year.
In 1948, Frank married Dorothy Johnson, a school
teacher from Scandinavia, MB and later Brandon. They
purchased the farm and gradually increased the acreage by purchasing the W. Edwards farm and then the J.
Mathewson farm as these people retired.
The first years until 1951 were not easy, as many jobs
on the farm were still done by hand, such as shoveling
grain and pumping water for cattle.
In 1951, a whole new way of farm life came about
with rural electrification. Electric motors made farm chores
much easier. Housework changed also with the purchase
of electrical appliances. Previous to this, meat was kept
frozen in the “locker plant” in Neepawa and was brought
home when one went to town. In 1952, another change
was brought about with the building of a paved highway
(No. 5) past the house. From this time on worries about
traveling were over.
Frank and Dorothy had a family of two sons and a
daughter:
Bruce was born in 1951 and attended Eden School. He
began farming with his father and now operates the farm
and includes grain, cattle and Ponies of America (POA’s)
in his business. He married Donna Smith of Eden in 1984
and they have three sons. Jeff and Neil were born in 1986
and are now attending the University of Manitoba (Jeff
in the Faculty of Agriculture and Neil in the Faculty of
Arts, majoring in political science). Ian was born in 1990
and is in Grade 11 at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute.
They all have a vested interest in music and curling and
are accomplished riders.

COOK, MARILYNNE (nee EVENSON)
Submitted by Marilynne Cook
I was born Marilynne Gail Evenson in Neepawa
Hospital, only daughter of Roy and Elsie Evenson on May
16, 1958. I lived in the RM of Lansdowne for 10 years. We
lived west of Plumas in the Florence and Edington School
districts. I received my schooling at Plumas and at William
Morton Collegiate Institute in Gladstone. I enjoyed figure
skating, 4-H and ball. In 1975, I moved with my parents
from Plumas to Gladstone.
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Brett, Kaylee and Blaine. It was wonderful. Sadly, at the
tender age of 15, Brett passed away on Aug. 31, 2002.

I married Terry Rink, son of George and Mary Rink,
on July 16, 1977 in Gladstone. We raised two daughters:
Melanie born July 13, 1978 and Melissa born June 9, 1981.
We lived in Gladstone for 13 years before adventuring out
to the country in 1990. We loved the farm life as Terry
started to build up a herd of cows. There are lots of stories
that we love to reminisce about.
Terry was a carpenter by trade and worked for over 25
years. Sadly, he passed away on July 22, 1996 following
a lengthy illness.
Melanie graduated from William Morton Collegiate
Institute in 1996 and moved to Winnipeg where she
attended university and college attaining a physician’s
assistant course. She is presently working in Winnipeg
for the St. Boniface Surgical Associates.

Marilynne and Darrin Cook family, 2001
L to R: Melanie Rink, Brett Cook, Melissa Rink,
Marilynne and Darrin Cook, Kaylee Cook
Front: Blaine Cook
Kaylee is 16 and is attending WMCI. She is kept
busy with her friends and work. Blaine is 14 and attends
Gladstone Elementary School. He is busy playing his
favorite sport – hockey.
Darrin and I are still presently employed at Third
Crossing Manor. We are kept busy with our family and
love to spend time outside working in our yard.

COSGROVE, BRENT and PATTI
Brent, Patti, Dustin and Brooke Cosgrove moved to
Neepawa from Brandon in August of 1992. Brent and Patti
are originally from Killarney. Brent is co-owner/manager
of Countryside Equipment since February of 1992. Patti is
a Customer Service Representative at the Royal Bank of
Canada. Dustin is in his fourth year of a business degree
in Superior, Wisconsin in which he earned a scholarship to
play university hockey. Brooke is a dental assistant living
in Calgary.
Neepawa is a beautiful town and a great place to raise
a family. Happy Birthday Neepawa!

Melanie’s Graduation from WMCI in Gladstone
Back Row: Terry and Marilynne Rink
Front Row: Melanie and Melissa Rink
Melissa graduated from WMCI in 1999 and moved
to Winnipeg where she attended university and college
attaining a veterinary assistant’s course. She is presently
employed by a veterinary hospital in Winnipeg.
I eventually sold the farm and moved to Woodside
in 1999.
On Aug. 24, 2002, I married Darrin Cook of Gladstone,
son of Ralph and Jean Cook. Our families grew as my
daughters Melanie and Melissa were joined together with

COULTER, WILLIAM and JANE
Submitted by Trix Coulter
The first settlers of the Coulter family settled in the
RM of Rosedale in the late 1800’s at NE 21-15-15.
William Coulter married Jane Stinson and they had
eight children: Ann had two children; Robert, had six children; Edward, had two children; Flossy, had two children;
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Fred, had three children; Jean, had four children; Lucinda,
had two children and Carl, had one child.
Fred Coulter married Isabella Urquehart and they
farmed the homestead at NE 21-15-15 and upon retirement moved into Neepawa. Fred and Isabella have three
living children, Doreen, Murray and Deryle. Doreen
married Dave Armitt, who has passed away. Doreen
lives in Winnipeg and has four children. Murray married
Jean Rutledge and they have six children. The marriage
dissolved and Murray married Trix Gerringa. Murray and
Trix reside at SW 13-10-17 in the RM of Cornwallis, MB.
Deryle married Gladys Nash and they have two children.
Deryle and Gladys live at SE 33-26-28, Roblin, MB.

In December of 1964, their second daughter, Janice
Lynn, was born.
They decided that Neepawa was their kind of town,
and in the spring of 1966, they had a home built on Brown
Avenue. In 1968, the Beautiful Plains School Division was
formed and Cecil moved from the collegiate to become
Superintendent of Schools, a position he held until his
retirement in 1989.
In January of 1970, they celebrated the Manitoba
Centennial by having their third child, Graham Scott.
During their 42 years in Neepawa, they have been
interested in almost all aspects of community life. They
have both served on numerous community committees.
Cecil was extremely involved in the organization of the
Manitoba Summer Games held in Neepawa during the
summer of 1976, as well as the Manitoba Seniors Summer
Games held here in the summer of 2005. He has spent 25
years as secretary/treasurer of the Neepawa and District
Disabled Persons Association, which was instrumental in
bringing the handy van service to the area. Sharon was
president of the Ladies’ Curling Club when it hosted the
Manitoba Lassie Playdowns in 1976. She was also one of
those instrumental in bringing the Overture Concert Series
to Neepawa in 1973. Sharon has been very involved in the
Neepawa United Church, serving on several committees.
All three children attended Hazel M. Kellington School
and graduated from the Neepawa Collegiate. Leigh and
Janice were both active in school affairs and participated in
the Fine Arts Festival. They both sang in the United Church
Junior Choir. Graham was also active in school affairs. He

The old Coulter homestead NE 21-15-15, circa 1900,
submitted by Murray Coulter – he was born there 1933.

COX, CECIL and SHARON
Submitted by Sharon Cox
Cecil was born in 1930 in Minitonas, MB. He was
raised on the family farm there, leaving to take teachers
training at the Normal School in Winnipeg in 1949-50. He
taught at Shoal Lake and Minnedosa before taking three
years off to complete his Science Degree at the University
of Manitoba. Upon completion of his degree, he accepted
a teaching position at the Carberry Collegiate. Here, he
met Sharon Barlow, born in 1940 in Rossburn but raised
in Carberry. Sharon completed her schooling in Carberry
and then took her teacher training at Brandon College. In
the fall of 1959, she began a four-year teaching career at
the Carberry Elementary School.
Cecil and Sharon were married in December of 1962.
Their first child, Leigh Alison, was born in December of
1963.
In July 1964, they moved to Neepawa, where Cecil had
accepted the principalship of the Neepawa Collegiate.
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On May 27, 1999 we lost our husband, father, and
grandfather Ed to cancer. He was the rock of our family.
We still love and miss him more than words can say.
Shirley still resides in the family home.

was actively involved in sports, participating in both the
Neepawa Minor Hockey and baseball programs.
Leigh attended the U of M and earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree. She lives in Winnipeg with her partner, Alan
Werstiuk and works as a receptionist for Winnipeg orthodontist, Dr. Kris Row.
Janice graduated from the U of M with a Bachelor of
Arts degree. She attended the University of Toronto where
she earned her Bachelor of Law degree. She practiced law
for a couple of years, before going back to the U of T for
her degree in Education. She lives in Oakville, ON with
her husband, Ken Roach and her two daughters, Erin and
Carey. Janice substitute teaches in Oakville.
Graham received his Bachelor of Science Honours
from the U of M. He worked for North American Life
Insurance Company and then, in 1995, accepted a position
as Actuary with Metropolitan Life in New York City. He
is a Fellow of the Society of Actuaries and a member of
both the Canadian Institute of Actuaries and the American
Academy of Actuaries. He lives in New Jersey with his
wife Toni, his son Aidan and his daughter Sydney.
Sharon and Cecil are still in their home on Brown
Avenue, still enjoying life in Neepawa and are proud to
be a part of Neepawa’s history.

CRAMMOND, BRIAN W.
Submitted by Fay Crammond
Brian W. Crammond was born March 2, 1944. After
the 1960 school year at Sinclairville, he went to work on
the railroad track at Edrans from spring to fall. In 1961,
he was offered a job at the Macleods store in Neepawa
from which he was transferred to Carman and back again
for a span of 13 years.
He married Pat Parsons, a hairdresser, in 1964 and
was living in Carman where their first child, Tannis was
born. Two more children followed: Cathy (1966) and Glen
(1968). In 1974, the young couple took over his dad’s farm
and purchased more land. Brian and Pat worked very hard.
Pat was busy with her salon at home, as well as being a
full time farming partner for Brian, who took on extra
responsibilities such as custom butchering and plumbing
to make ends meet. They were very successful and enjoying life with their children when Pat lost her battle with
cancer in 1986. The family’s loss was great.

CRABBE, ED and SHIRLEY
Submitted by Beverley Brenner
Philip Edgar Crabbe was born in Alonsa, MB to Philip
and Jean Crabbe on Jan. 8, 1935 and not long after, they
moved to Neepawa. While attending school in Neepawa,
he worked at the local shoe repair shop. In 1952 he began
working for the Department of Highways from where he
retired in 1991. On Nov. 24, 1956 he married Miriam
Shirley Lough, daughter of Russell and Elsie Lough. Shirley
was employed with Manitoba Telephone System until the
Neepawa office closed in 1967 and at that time Shirley
stayed at home to raise their four children. Their children
are: Beverley (Glenn Brenner), Cindy (Hodge), Shelly
(Dwain Anderson), and Robert (Christine Kwaitkowski).
Ed and Shirley curled for many years. Ed played
hockey for a few years and for many years played baseball with the Neepawa Cubs. Ed was also a member of
the Elks Lodge.
Beverley has three daughters, Jennifer (Drew Howard),
Kristy and Michelle. Jennifer has a daughter Madison.
Beverley’s entire family lives in La Salle, MB.
Cindy has a daughter Melissa and a son Dalton. They
currently reside in Moose Jaw, SK.
Shelly lives in Burnaby, BC.
Rob has three daughters, Kayla, Shanelle and Alanna.
They currently reside in Neepawa.

Pat and Brian Crammond, New Years 1984
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the United States and settling in Fargo, North Dakota. He
and his partner Amy Seward have three children: Abriana
(1994), Gabriel (2000) and Gavin (2001). With perseverance and small children, Gabriel and Amy have completed
university. He is currently working on his master’s degree
and is a manufacturing engineer at Case New Holland and
Amy is in administration and works for Blue Cross-Blue
Shield.
Danielle (Dani), like her brother, found her new
surroundings difficult and missed the family back home,
but with courage and effort she embraced her new country. She graduated from NACI in 1994. Dani received her
diploma in Chemical and Biological Science and currently
works as a research assistant for a pharmaceutical company
in Winnipeg. She married Nikola Kresoric a Serb, from
Benkovac, Croatia in 2003. Nik works for Inovatech as a
lyso technician. Dani and Nik love coming out to the farm
as often as they can, and are enjoying married life along
with their pets.

Tannis has a child Tara Lang (1982) from her first
marriage. She is now married to Tom Clark from Plumas
and they have two daughters: Krystin (1990) and Meagan
(1991). They live out in the country in the village of
Birnie where Tannis is a homemaker and is constantly
taking courses to further her education. Tom is employed
by a drilling company, and currently, working north of
Yellowknife.
Tara and her partner Jake Bolt have a baby son, Riley
(2007) and live in Plumas where Jake works for a farmer
and Tara is a stay-at-home mom.
Cathy left for Winnipeg after she finished school at
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. She married Dean
Fisette in 1990 and has two daughters, Christina (1992)
and Sarah (1994). Cathy has been a civil servant for many
years, where she has advanced in position and presently
works on the CAIS farm program. Her work continues to
flourish, as she is currently a supervisor. Dean is a firefighter and has a small stucco business on the side. Cathy
and her family enjoy spending most of their free time at
their future retirement cottage in Lac Du Bonnet, MB.
Glen lives on the family farm in the original home
where grandparents, Jack and Winnie Crammond lived
with their children: Brian, Doreen and Lorne. He attended
Red River Community College and obtained his welding
certificate and is currently working as a heavy equipment
operator. His partner Leanne Kennedy moved here with
her son Jordan from Winnipeg and has her beauty salon in
Neepawa. Glen and Leanne have a daughter Kira (2006)
and together with Jordan are enjoying country life.
Brian married again in 1988 to Maria Fidela Valadez
(Fay) who was born and raised in Weslaco, Texas along
with her two children, son Gabriel (1971) and daughter
Danielle Prince.

L to R: Gabriel, Cathy, Glen, Tannis Crammond 2003 at
Dani’s wedding.
I, too did not know what to make of my new role and
farm duties, but I did not have much time to think about it,
so I jumped right in. There could not be a more comforting
and beautiful place to live. Having learned so much about
farming, cattle and everything in between has enriched my
life beyond my greatest expectations.
Like all families, we have had misfortunes, but can
also say that our blessings have been many.
Brian and I are still farming and are looking forward
to retirement one day; this together with our children is
our story.

L to R: Nik, Dani, Fay and Brian Krisoruc wedding, 2003
Gabriel attended NACI in Neepawa and worked in
Winnipeg for a short time before making his way back to
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CRANDELL, JOHN
The first Crandell came to Canada from New York
during the war of 1812-14, and were one of the second wave
of United Empire Loyalists. He settled near Port Perry, just
north of Oshawa, ON, at a place called Manchester, and
this was the first white settlement in these parts. (This can
be confirmed by a book written about the early settlers of
Port Perry called “On the Shores of Lake Scugog”. It was
printed by the Port Perry Star in 1934).
The son of the first Crandell was Benjamin, who was
the first white male to be born in the settlement. This child
grew up to be the grandfather of John Crandell, who spent
so many years around Kelwood.
John Crandell, together with his mother, father and
seven brothers, came to Manitoba from Ontario in the late
1890’s and settled on two farms on the Glenella Road,
approximately seven or eight miles southeast of Kelwood.
The old folks, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Crandell, farmed for
many years on the old homestead, before retiring to the
town of Glenella. Mr. Richard Crandell died in his 80’s
and his wife died in her mid 90’s.
John Crandell Family – 1916
Violet, Fred, Richard and Earl
The original farm house was made of logs which were
cut down from the bush on the same farm. Living was
primitive in those days, coal oil lamps, no inside conveniences and certainly no running water; but folks were
healthy, always had something to eat, fresh air and a happy
carefree existence.
Mr. John Crandell married and settled on a farm
about six miles from Kelwood and raised seven children.
Fred and Richard lived around Riding Mountain, Earl at
McCreary.
The eldest daughter Violet, lived in Toronto, was
married and had her own hairdressing shop. Gertrude was
Mrs. Rudy Arnold, has two children, Joanne and Martin.
Both she and her husband were teachers in Edmonton.
Norah, a nurse, worked in Vulcan, AB. Eva, the youngest,
was a supervisor of elementary schools in Port Alberni,
BC.
Of the original Crandell family who came from Port
Perry, ON in 1890, there are none left.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Crandell

CRANDELL, RICHARD and LONA
Richard was the youngest son of the late Mr. and Mrs.
John Crandell. He was born Jan. 7, 1915. His mother
passed away that spring. Richard, his two brothers, Fred
and Earl, and a sister, Violet, went to Winnipeg and lived
with an aunt, as their dad had joined the army that year.

The Family of Mr. and Mrs. John Crandell
Violet, Earl, Norah, Fred, Gertrude, Richard and Eva
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a pair of rubber boots left by the road so you could get in
without having wet feet.
I can remember watching those “huge” machines build
the road north and south, and then into town. Now, these
machines wouldn’t seem so big. It was a red letter day
when people could come out of town and go on this road,
with out getting stuck.
I took all my schooling in Kelwood, Grades 1-12. I
mostly did odd jobs for the women around. I kept house
for my dad after my mother passed away in 1953. My
grandfather had lived with us at various times over the
years. He eventually moved in permanently, until he passed
away in 1951.
Dad and I moved into town to a house we purchased
from Russell Andrews. As a youth, I skated as often as
possible, belonged to 4-H for many years, the Canadian
Girls in Training and the United Church and Sunday
School. After moving into town, I belonged to the United
Church Women and helped out with the sewing club.
In 1973, Richard and I were married in Kelwood.
In 1975, Dwayne was born. He was always active and
persisted in “helping Dad” no matter what the job.

Their father remarried after the war, and they all came
back to live in the Glenella district. Three more sisters:
Gertrude, Norah and Eva made up the family.
As a boy, much time was spent trapping and hunting
squirrels and rabbits. He was able to buy his first 22 rifle
from the faithful Eaton’s catalogue for $4.50, when he
was barely eleven years old, paid for from the trappings.
Richard bought his first bicycle by lighting the fires in
the Glenellan School for 20 cents a day. Being a baseball
enthusiast, his bicycle was well used, as this was often his
only means of transportation. He almost always was the
back catcher. Richard spent most of his youth on the farm
where Gerald Lukin now lives.
In 1937, Richard married Rena Henderson. For a time,
they lived west of Riding Mountain. Later, they moved
back to the Glenella district, to his father’s farm. Several
more moves were made, until 1953, when they bought
their own farm in the Oak Leaf district. They had one
daughter, Lorna.
When Rena passed away in 1970, Richard sold the
farm to Lorna and her husband, Bill Jasper (Jr), who had
come home from the pipe lines in Alberta.
Richard moved into Riding Mountain for about three
years, having bought the house of Mrs. G.W. Campbell.
He later, sold the property to Abe Gorks, who built a new
house there. He worked at various carpentry jobs around
the area and finally, went to work in a lumber camp north
of Hudson Bay, SK. This ended when he lost part of his
thumb in a saw accident.
In 1973, Richard and Lona Ward were married. For six
years, we lived in the small house, where she was living.
Now, we live in a mobile home. In 1975, Dwayne Richard,
Richard’s pride and joy arrived. He has the honour of being
the only son to carry on the Crandell name. Richard’s
grandfather’s brothers were either bachelors or had daughters. Richard’s two brothers each had girls. Fred has a
daughter, Aileen, Mrs. Mike Gushaluk of Atikokan, ON.
Earl has a daughter Joyce, Mrs. Cy Painter of Portage la
Prairie.
Richard passed away in January 2000. He never really
retired, he kept busy doing odd jobs, or helping someone
out, to the end.
Lona Crandell (Ward) – I was born in December 1933,
the only child of Rupert and Agnes (Gilmour) Ward. I have
always lived in Kelwood. I grew up on the farm one half
mile west of town, where Russell Anderson lived. The
road into town was not the highway then, so in the winter
you traveled through the fields. I remember, after some
of the blizzards, of walking to school over the telephone
line. The banks were very hard, so there was no danger
of falling through. The water in the spring used to break
through in the creek, and come through between the house
and the road, so for a couple of weeks, there was always

Lona, Dwayne and Richard Crandell
Dwayne Crandell was born in January 1995. As
there weren’t too many kids in town, I spent most of my
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Eleanor (Ray) Pike lives in Dauphin, MB. They have
three sons: Ken, Bruce and Bob. Ken has two children,
Mandy and Amber and resides in Dauphin. Bruce remains
a bachelor and also lives in Dauphin. Bob (Megan) has
three children: Jewel, Aiden and Tyson and lives in
Blumenort, MB.
Margaret (Reg) Blaschuk has two sons: Charles and
Sean Thomas and stepson Shawn Blaschuk. Charles
(Wendy) has one child, Ethan, and lives at Lockport,
MB. Sean (Gill) has two children: Scott and Jeremy and
also lives at Lockport. Shawn Blaschuk (Jolene) lives in
Calgary AB.
William “Bill” (Audrey Stewart of Gladstone) Crooks
Jr. resides in Minnedosa. They have two children: Kathy
and James. Kathy (Gord) Lane has two children: Megan
and Cody and lives in Minnedosa. James (Lori) has three
daughters: Kendra, Paige and Candace and also lives in
Minnedosa.
David died in infancy in 1948 and is buried in
Neepawa.
Donna (Ben) Templeton lives in Winnipeg. They
have two daughters: Daun and Tanna. Daun (Darren)
Gauthier has three children: Christopher, Kaylie and Riley
and resides in Winnipeg. Tanna (Alvin Motuz of Riding
Mountain, MB) had four children: Sabrina, Travis, Sterling
and Pyper. They also live in Winnipeg.
Brenda (Denis) Campbell lives near Ochre River,
MB. They have three children: Patrick, Melissa and Tyler.
Patrick (Esther) has two children: Carson and Bailey and
lives in Winnipeg. Melissa (Neil) Maksymetz has one
child, Joseph and lives near Dauphin. Tyler (Shauna) has
no children yet and also lives in Winnipeg.
Bill Crooks Sr. passed away Dec. 30, 1981 and is
buried in Neepawa. Nell continued to work at the Neepawa
Hospital until her retirement in October, 1986. She passed
away Sept. 3, 2001 and is buried beside Bill at the Neepawa
Cemetery.

spare time, riding my bike. I took my early schooling,
Kindergarten to Grade 8 in Kelwood, but as there were
rumours of the school closing, I went to Neepawa for
Grades 9-12. This was quite an adjustment with so many
pupils, being used to almost half that number in a class,
in our whole high school.
I played hockey for a few years in Kelwood, and then,
as there weren’t boys for a team, some of us went and
played with McCreary. I have always enjoyed skating, so
most of my spare time was spent at the rink. I belonged
to the skating club and the 4-H clubs as a youth. For
two years, I worked with the school drama in Neepawa.
Now, I play broomball with the Legionnaires, I am on the
Community Centre board and Deputy Fire Chief with the
local fire department.
Since finishing school, I have worked in Neepawa for
the town. For awhile, this was only in the summer, but for
several years now, I’m working steady.
I still live at home with my mom, and drive to work
each day. This way I can still keep up with my home
activities.

CROOKS, WILLIAM and ELEANOR “NELL”
Submitted by Brenda Campbell and Margaret Blaschuk
William Norman Crooks (Bill) was born in Northern
Ireland Nov. 10, 1909. He was the youngest of thirteen
children. His brothers, James and Samuel had emigrated to
Canada and in 1927, Bill followed them. After working in
various parts of Canada for some years, he settled around
the Minnedosa, MB area.
He met Eleanor “Nell” Hilton and they were married
Aug. 22, 1940. Nell was the eldest child of Elizabeth and
William Hilton.
Bill and Nell had seven children: Phyllis, Eleanor,
Margaret, William, David, Donna and Brenda.
In 1941, Bill obtained employment at the Canadian
Salt Company and moved to Neepawa bringing his wife
and daughter Phyllis. Their remaining six children were
born in Neepawa.
Bill left Neepawa to serve as a Bren gun instructor in
the Canadian army during World War II. Nell and family
remained in Neepawa. After the war, Bill returned to
Neepawa and was again employed at the Salt Company
until he retired on Feb. 26, 1967.
Phyllis (Jim) Radcliffe had three sons: Bryan,
Daniel, and Eric. Phyllis deceased in 1961 and is buried
in Neepawa. Her son Bryan, (Kim) has two children:
Keenan and Melissa and lives in Maberly, ON. Daniel
(Diane Wiezbinski of Neepawa) has one child, Dana, who
deceased in 2001. Dan and Diane now live near Onanole,
MB. Eric has three children: Lee, Scott and Derek and
lives in Vancouver, BC.

CROSSON, AL and JUNE
Submitted by June Crosson
Al Crosson was transferred to Neepawa in February of
1973. He was Agent-Operator for the Canadian National
Railway. At the time of his arrival, the station was open
24 hours (three section crews, a train crew, and several
other employees). The station closed in 1980. Al then
dispatched for both CNR and Canadian Pacific Railways
in a small office at the tracks on the outskirts of Neepawa.
The dispatching equipment in the museum was donated
and installed by Al.
Al’s wife June and two of their three children took
up residence on Commerce Street in Neepawa in August
of 1973. June worked various part time jobs. Upon retire302

Christine, Colleen and Lionel Dale attended both HMK
and NACI. All three children were involved in many school
activities including band (which meant many concerts),
major productions, volleyball, basketball, and soccer to
name a few. Colleen and Lionel Dale also included Clear
Lake in their summer fun and work experiences.
Community activities were a great part of the Crowther
family’s lives. Lionel (Sr.) was very involved with the
Neepawa Lions Club; in particular, the Lion’s Journey
for Sight (a snowmobile ride from Flin Flon to Portage la
Prairie and then to Brandon). He also enjoyed slow pitch,
recreational hockey, curling (which involved men’s, family
and mixed bonspiels), and the Yellowhead Car Club. Both
Jacqueline and Christine were involved with the local
Access TV channel. Colleen, Christine and Jacqueline
were involved in Brownies and Girl Guides while Lionel
Dale was involved in Beavers, Cubs and Boy Scouts (which
involved a trip to the Canadian Jamboree in Ontario).
Colleen and Jacqueline attended the 75th anniversary of
Girl Guides in Birds Hill Park, north of Winnipeg. As soon
as spring arrived, all three children were ready for ball. The
Neepawa fair meant awards for Colleen’s art submissions.
Winter months brought hockey into the Crowther family
schedule. Recreational hockey for Lionel (Sr.), ringette
(goalie) for Colleen, hockey (defence) for Lionel Dale and
of course, in 1989, the formation of the Neepawa Natives
(which in the first year, demanded many hours of Lionel
(Sr.) and Jacqueline’s time). The Neepawa Lily Festival
committee and the Westlake Tourism Association introduced Jacqueline to the world of tourism. The Crowther
family’s lives were enriched by the many enjoyable hours
spent in community events.
The Neepawa United Church was where the Crowther
family worshipped. Christine, Colleen and Lionel Dale
attended Sunday School. Lionel was a member of the property committee. Jacqueline taught Sunday School, was a
member of the choir, a member of the Christian education
committee, chair of the worship committee, chair of the
finance committee, chair of the board and held a number
of other church positions.
Christine graduated from NACI in 1984 and entered
the U of R. She obtained a Bachelor of Arts, majoring
in political science as well as a Bachelor of Journalism.
Christine’s career in journalism began with the CBC in
Regina in 1993 and has led her around the world. She’s been
CBC Newsworld’s Correspondent in Bangkok, worked in a
variety of positions for CBC television news, current affairs,
and newsworld at CBC in Toronto, and most recently has
been the senior television producer for the CBC’s bureau in
London, England. In 2003, Christine took a year off to get
a masters degree from the London School of Economics;
she also married her long-time partner Philippe Marcoux.
Christine and Philippe have recently decided it was
Philippe’s turn to work at Radio-Canada’s headquarters, and

ment, both Al and June enjoyed traveling and golfing.
Al enjoyed his hockey and working with the Legion. Al
passed away suddenly in August of 2002.
Karen and Brent both graduated from high school
in Neepawa. Karen took nursing in Regina. She married
Christopher Ramsden, and they moved to Minnedosa.
Their two daughters June and Christine were born in
Neepawa Hospital. Karen, along with her daughters, now
reside in Lethbridge, AB. She is a dispatcher for a trucking company.
Brent graduated from Brandon University as a teacher.
He has taught at various schools in Manitoba.
Colleen is a teacher in Carlyle, SK. She and her husband
Erik Steffensen have two boys: Ryan and David.
June remains in Neepawa where she enjoys her various
activities and sports.

CROWTHER, LIONEL and JACQUELINE
In April 1976, Lionel and Jacqueline Crowther travelled from Gilliam, MB to Neepawa in search of a new
home for their family. Because of a lack of homes for sale,
they decided to build a home at 3 Adams Avenue in the
new development of Barry Heights in the northeast corner
of Neepawa. Four months later, in August 1976, Lionel,
Jacqueline, Christine, Colleen and Lionel Dale Crowther
moved into their new home.
The next twenty-five years would see the Crowther
family involved in the many activities this beautiful town
had to offer. Our lives were filled with work, school, sports
and the arts. As a Royal Canadian Mounted Police officer
for seven and a half years, Lionel knew most of the people
both in and around Neepawa. Lionel loved the RCMP and
most of the work he was involved with in Neepawa. He had
many humorous stories, without the names of course.
Jacqueline was kept busy with their three children, their
school activities as well as the other activities Neepawa
offered. Jacqueline worked part-time at the Neepawa
Public Library for approximately five years. She pursued
a new opportunity when a full time position opened in the
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute library. This position
expanded to include the Hazel M. Kellington library and
the Carberry Elementary school library.
May 1983, brought a major change to the Crowther
family. Lionel and Jacqueline became the owners of
Provost Signs and Rubber Stamps (1983). For the next
sixteen years, Lionel and Jacqueline’s lives were focused
on their business. Christine was not involved in the business because she graduated in 1984 and decided to attend
the University of Regina. Both Colleen and Lionel Dale
were involved with Provost Signs: trips to measure for
signs, trips to install signs, and all the aspects of sign
manufacturing including the office work.
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haired, browned eyed little boy, Garrett Hunter Nash who
was born on July 25, 2001.
Colleen and Steve were married in 2002 at Elkhorn
Ranch in Riding Mountain National Park, a location that
has a special place in Colleen’s heart. Lauren was the
flower girl and Garrett and Sterling (Steve’s son from a
previous marriage) were the ring bearers.
Colleen currently works for Regina Soccer Association
as the sports administrator/coordinator. This is a year round
position because the Regina Soccer Association runs not
only the outdoor city and provincial league but also the
indoor turf soccer league. These leagues play in the Credit
Union Eventplex where Colleen works. This is a perfect
fit for Colleen since she still loves playing, watching and
being involved in soccer along with her two terrific children. Lauren is now 8 years old and attends Ruth M. Buck
Elementary School. She LOVES to play soccer (she can’t
wait to play keeper like her mom) and she loves to sing
and dance and cheer for the Bombers. Garrett is now 6
years old and attending Ruth M. Buck Elementary School.
He loves to dance and play soccer. Unfortunately, Colleen
couldn’t persuade him to be a Bomber fan … yup he cheers
for the Riders. The Crowther-Nash household is very interesting during the Labour Day weekend never mind the
Grey Cup game of 2007!
Colleen has terrific memories of living in Neepawa.
Great times with both friends and family, going to school,
playing sports whether it was for school or outside of
school, hanging out at the pool on those hot summer days,
going to Neepawa Native’s games even if it was just to
hang out with friends, going to the Drive-In when it was
still around and going to the Roxy Theatre to watch the
latest movie, socials, parties, school dances, house parties
the list is endless. Neepawa is a great town and the saying
“You don’t know what you’ve got ‘til it’s gone” is so true.
Living in a city, even if it’s a smaller city is NOT the same
as living in a warm, friendly, beautiful, progressive and
familiar town and she misses it dearly.
Lionel Dale graduated from NACI in 1991. Lionel
spent time working in Brandon, then found the opportunity
to move to the mountains (Saskatchewan River Crossing
Resort – Lake Louise, AB). He spent spring, summer and
fall there, then lived in Fernie, BC for the next few years
for the winter months. It was a dream come true for Lionel
to be able to live and work in the mountains for those years.
A “blown” knee brought Lionel back to Manitoba where
he decided to return to school for computer graphics and
animation. After completing school, a great trip with his
dad to and from Regina to visit the graphics department
at the CBC, the decision was made to work with his dad
in the sign business. This was truly an amazing time for
father and son to have worked together, both loved the
work and the time they were able to spend together. While
in Neepawa, Lionel was dating Joanna from Winnipeg, and

have settled in Montreal. Christine is currently on a leave
of absence from CBC – giving teaching a try at Concordia
University’s Department of Journalism. She remains grateful for her years in Neepawa, and the richness of experiences
and opportunities they provided.
Colleen graduated from NACI in 1990 after which she
began to expand her work and life experiences in Toronto
at the academy of fashion and graphic design where,
with her love of fashion and art she hoped to become a
successful fashion designer. After finding that this was not
where her heart was, Colleen left Toronto to move back to
Manitoba where she settled in Winnipeg for a time only
to find herself in the tourism industry in Clear Lake for
the summer of 1991 and then off on another adventure
out west to Lake Louise, AB where she lived and worked
at the Chateau Lake Louise. Colleen loved working in all
three dinning rooms of one of the world’s most renowned
Canadian Pacific resorts for two years. After Lake Louise,
Colleen then turned her sights on Cranbrook, Kelowna,
and finally Fernie, BC, where she had a blast working
with her brother Lionel and meeting new people as liftee
at Fernie Ski Valley. Pretty rough having to work all day
in beautiful parts of the country both in Lake Louise and
Fernie and then have to ski down some of the most amazing terrains … tough but someone had to do it.
In 1997, after spending time out west, Colleen decided
to move to Brandon to be close to friends, family and
familiarity. She began work at the Victoria Inn where she
met some of her most loved and cherished friends, most of
whom she is still in contact with regularly. While living and
working in Brandon, Colleen became the proud mom of her
first child, a beautiful blonde haired, blue eyed little girl who
was born on March 13, 1999 and whom she named Lauren
Danielle Crowther (Nash). Colleen had decided before her
baby was born to be a single mom and was looking forward
to having her beautiful baby and being a great mom and
providing a safe and loving home for her little girl. Colleen
and Lauren were inseparable unless Mommy was at work
or if Grandma and Grandpa were hanging out with Lauren
and taking her to Neepawa Native hockey games.
In 2000, Colleen’s brother Lionel was living in
Brandon with her and Lauren while going to fire college.
It was at this time that Colleen met Steve Nash, who was
also attending fire college. Colleen and Steve went on a
couple of dates and the rest is history. After Steve graduated from fire college, Colleen and Lauren moved with
Steve to Saskatoon, SK, where Steve had hoped to get on
with the fire dept. However, Steve then turned his sights
to Winnipeg, MB. Steve got on with the fire department
in Winnipeg and they lived there for a year, until May of
2001. They next decided to settle in Regina where Steve
got on with the fire department.
Since moving to Regina, Colleen and Steve had a
wonderful addition to their family, a sweet little brown
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Wanda Christine born March 14, 1961, her son Jason
was born Jan. 13, 1984. Jason was raised by us from the
age of 5.
Karen Dorothy born Jan. 29, 1963 and lives in
Winnipeg.
Robert Alan born Dec. 17, 1965 and married Stephanie
Lishka from Deloraine, MB on Aug. 1, 1998. They have
two boys: Cade born March 18, 2001 and Rhett born Oct.
23, 2003. They all live on a farm near Brandon.
Timothy Scott born Jan. 28, 1968 and was married in
1990 to Brenda Hess from Ochre River, MB. They have
three boys: Colton born April 23, 1993, Logan born April
12, 1995 and Brendan born March 27, 1999. They all live
at Ochre River.
For a few years after we were first married, we lived
in Brandon and Jim worked at the Shilo Canadian Armed
Forces Base, then as the children needed room to run,
we moved several times, finally purchasing acreage west
of Carberry. The children attended Carberry schools. We
stayed there until the spring of 1983, when we purchased
NE 13-16-16 in the RM of Rosedale, north-west of
Neepawa. The two boys were still at home, Robert and
Tim, and they finished school in Neepawa. Tim later went
to Dauphin to work at Sydor’s John Deere dealership,
where he still remains and Robert worked in Neepawa until
he was married and then moved to Brandon, and later to
the farm but still works in Brandon. Karen is a health care
aide and Randy has his own garage door opening service
in Winnipeg.
Jim works at Prairie Forest Industries as well as farming.
As for myself, I spent most of my earlier years raising
our children and later, raising our precious grandson. Later,
when he was old enough to be left for a little while, I started
work at “We Care” in Neepawa for close to seven years until
I began to have health problems. I have also done respite for
the past 23 years through Government Services.
Jim received his education at Neelin but had to quit
and go to work at a very young age because his father
became very ill and Jim needed to help support the family
of six children.
I received my education starting at Glanton School
near North Brandon station and at Headingley and from
Grade 5 on at Wellwood. In 1981-82, I accomplished a
hairdressing course at Assiniboine Community College
in Brandon.
My special interests are sewing, crocheting, hand
embroidery and gardening. Over the years, I canned all
our food for the winter, baked bread and the usual that a
wife has to do to keep a family going. This past winter, I
fulfilled a life long dream of making mohair teddy bears
(a total of 22), and they are all different.

a few years later, they were married. Lionel started volunteering with the Neepawa Fire Department and Neepawa
Ambulance. This sparked a new career for Lionel, first
attending Brandon Fire College and then moving to the
Winnipeg Fire Department. Presently, Lionel and Joanna
have been blessed with two little boys: Noah (5) and
Nathan (3). Neepawa with its big hills still feels like home
to Lionel. The years growing up in a small town, makes
him appreciate the closeness the town brought, being able
to play in the parks with friends and years of hockey,
baseball and soccer. City life just can’t compete.
In 1999, Lionel and Jacqueline sold the business which
moved to a new location in Neepawa. They continued to
work for two years for the new owners in order to have
continuity for their many customers. Lionel and Jacqueline
left Neepawa in November 2001, for the “big city lights”
of Lethbridge, AB. Lionel worked for the Jim Pattison Sign
Group with all of southern Alberta and the southeast corner
of British Columbia (from Calgary to the United States
border and Medicine Hat to Trail, BC) as his territory.
Jacqueline was employed by Green Acres Foundation, an
umbrella corporation for eighteen personal care homes in
Lethbridge and surrounding area. In April 2002, Lionel
was diagnosed with COPD and advised he required a lung
transplant. This prompted Lionel and Jacqueline’s move to
Winnipeg, where Lionel passed away on April 30, 2003.
In spite of the huge hole left in our lives, life still
continued. Jacqueline completed the two-year Library and
Information Technology diplomas course at Red River
Community College in June, 2005. Jacqueline is presently the Program Coordinator in Continuing Medical
Education in the Faculty of Medicine at the University
of Manitoba.
Although we have moved to various parts of Canada,
Neepawa still has a very special place in all our hearts.

CRUICKSHANKS, HARRY and DOROTHY
Submitted by Dorothy Cruickshanks
Vital Statistics: Dorothy Cruickshank’s maiden name
is Kandel, and her parents are the late John George Kandel
and Marion (McKinnon) Kandel. Dorothy married Harry
James Cruickshanks from Neelin, MB, the oldest son of
the late Jock Cruickshanks and Alvena Cruickshanks, who
is 95 this past April 21, 2007 and lives in the Bayside
Personal Care Home in Killarney, MB. Jim’s mother’s
parents were the late Harry and Mary Ricker from Neelin.
Dorothy and James had five children and raised one grandchild:
Randall James born Aug. 26, 1959 married to Bonnie
Hoy and they have two boys: Duston born April 8, 1996
and Brandon born Oct. 15, 1999 and they all live in
Winnipeg.
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CSVERSKO, JOHN and VENETTA

John and Venetta
Kyle Csversko
Graduation 2006 Inter Provincial Agricultural
Mechanic

John Alexander and Venetta Isabel Csversko were
married on Nov. 3, 1973 in the Neepawa United Church.
Both were born and raised in and around Neepawa. They
currently reside on a farm at SE 8-15-16 just outside of
Franklin.
Venetta’s parents were William John (Bill) and Emma
Elizabeth Gibson. They lived in Neepawa for the majority of their lives and their main residence was 215 First
Avenue, Bill was a long time employee of the Neepawa
Co-op, delivering coal, farm fuel and oil. Emma was a
nurse’s aide at East View Lodge for many years. Bill
passed away on July 29, 1997 and Emma on April 21,
2001. Both are buried in the Neepawa Cemetery.
John’s parents were George Henry and Margaret Miller
(Peggy) Csversko. Their main residence was on a farm
located at SE 8-15-16 in the RM of Rosedale. They were
very involved in their grain farming operation, curling plus
the activities in the area and the Franklin community. In
1982, they retired to Neepawa. Margaret passed away on
Jan. 29, 1987 and George on Nov. 6, 1997. They are also
buried in the Neepawa Cemetery.
John Csversko worked at International and John Deere
as a heavy-duty mechanic. In 1982, John and Venetta
switched houses with his parents and moved to the farm.
Here they became full time grain farmers. John is very
active in curling, winning many provincial zones in the
men’s mixed and the senior curling divisions. Venetta is an
active member of the Neepawa Art Club, Quilting Guild
and Ladies Curling Club. They were blessed with two
children: Kerry Ann, born May 4, 1977 and Kyle John,
born June 27, 1983. Both children received their grade
schooling in Neepawa and were involved in 4-H, music,
school sports and curling.

Kerry continued her education at Brandon University
and University of Manitoba, in Winnipeg, obtaining her
Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture. She is employed
at the Bank of Montreal in Winnipeg as a Commercial
Banking Officer. On June 16, 2001 she married Bradley
Boak of Neepawa. They have two children: Payton Briann
born on Jan. 25, 2003 and Tristan Rylan born on Sept. 1,
2005.

Kerry and Bradley, Payton and Tristan
2006 Christmas
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On May 10, 1975 Wayne married Darlene (1954)
youngest daughter of John (1904-1974) and Frances
(1913) (Uklejewska) Levandoski at St. Elizabeth Parish
Church in Polonia. In 1983, Wayne and Darlene purchased
SW 8-15-16, so they and their daughters Jennifer (1974),
Janet (1974) and Shevon (1978) moved from Neepawa to
the family farm. Wayne served as a municipal councilor
for the RM of Rosedale for Ward 3 from 1986 to 2006.
Curling has been a popular family activity and Wayne and
Darlene are members of the Neepawa Curling Club. While
they continue to farm, senior slo-pitch ball has become a
regular activity for Wayne and Darlene enjoys quilting.

Kyle continued his education at Assiniboine
Community College in Brandon. He took the John Deere
technical course, graduating in 2004. In 2006, he received
his level 4 interprovincial papers in Agriculture Mechanics
and is employed at the John Deere Equipment dealership
in Neepawa. He also farms six quarters in the Franklin
area and eventually plans to farm full time.

CSVERSKO, MICHAEL and ANNA
CSVERSKO, WAYNE and DARLENE
Michael (Czversko) Csversko (1867-1955) arrived in
1886 to the Huns Valley area (Polonia), originally from
Visnyo, Hungary. He married Anna (1873-1957) at the St.
Elizabeth Parish Church in Polonia, daughter of John and
Julia (Kocean) Martzin, on Aug. 3, 1890. By 1895, his
homestead consisted of a house (20’ x 14’), two stables,
and 16 acres broken with 30 acres fenced, one yoke of
oxen and 10 cattle. The Mountain Road post office was
located on their farm on NW 32-16-16 from 1907-1911. In
1911, after selling their farm, Mike and Anna, along with
their children, Mary, Agnes, Susan, Elizabeth, Michael
and George moved to the Franklin area settling on SW
8-15-16. Mike Sr. served as a municipal councilor for the
RM of Rosedale in Ward 3 from 1929-1934. On June 6,
1944 Michael (1902-1991) married Agnes (1920) eldest
daughter of Edward and Pearl (Wabich) Dreveski at St.
Elizabeth Parish Church in Polonia. They lived at the
family farm and it was here they raised their sons: Wayne
(1949) and Raeburn (1950). In 1983, Mike and Agnes
moved to Neepawa and it is where Agnes continues to
live.

CUMMINGS, JAMES and ELIZABETH
Submitted by Heather Cummings and Betty Kozak
James Cummings was born in 1879 in Lochgilphead,
Argyllshire, Scotland. He married Elizabeth Scott of
Glasgow in 1900. His occupation was a gardener; he
worked for Lady Hamilton and also took care of the
grounds at Melrose Abbey. Three daughters were born in
Scotland: Bessie (Elizabeth), Molly (Mary) and Isabel.
They emigrated to Canada in April 1909, and stayed with
Mr. and Mrs. James McNair of Mentmore district for a
short time. They rented the Victor Stonehouse farm. While
they lived there, another daughter, Dolly (Frances) was
born. They moved to the Smith farm in the Brookdale
area where their first son, Jim was born. The children
attended the Freeland School. The Hockins family was
our neighbour and close friends. Mr. Cummings bought
the Stenhouse farm, SE 36-14-16, in the Mentmore district
in 1913. Another son, Don was born. The children now
attended the Osprey school under K. Bristow. James
Cummings was the organizer and later appointed chairman of the Brookdale Consolidated School. He resigned,
as he was in favor of including the Gordon district in the
consolidation. He served as trustee of Osprey School
district until his untimely death in 1924. The Davidson and
Wiseman families were close friends and offered a great
deal of assistance to the family. Later, Mrs. Cummings
married Walter Lottin, and they continued to live on the
farm until her death in 1929. Elizabeth’s brother, Bill Scott,
and Walter Lottin continued to farm on the home farm.
Walter eventually moved to Winnipeg and passed away
in 1968.
The eldest daughter, Bessie, left to teach in
Saskatchewan and later married a rancher by the name of
Moody Bromley of Assiniboia. Both have since died.
Molly also went teaching in various schools in
Manitoba. She married Bill Murison, a farmer. They have
both died. They had two sons, Ross and Gordon, both
married with families. Ross lives in Winnipeg and Gordon
in Gimili.

Darlene and Wayne
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Isabel became a nurse and graduated from Dauphin
Hospital. She nursed in Winnipeg and died in 1938.
Dolly married a farmer, Bill Lottin, and they lived
on the Lottin farm (now part of the Hockin farm). They
had a daughter and two sons who attended Brookdale
School. Marjorie was a stenographer. She married Garth
McDonald and now lives in Kelowna, BC. Both sons
Walter and Robert are deceased. Dolly spent the last part
of her life in Winnipeg.
Don, the younger son, received his education in Osprey
and Neepawa, furthering his studies at university. In 1941,
he married Anne Wareham and they lived in Winnipeg
where they both died. They had one daughter, Heather,
who married Richard Burkett and they have one daughter
Jillian. They have recently moved to Sidney, BC.
Jim (May 26, 1912 - Sept. 9, 1998), the elder son,
worked as a boy on the family farm and was always interested in raising and showing cattle. He showed cattle in
various provincial fairs and in the Toronto Royal Fair over
the years. After he left the family farm, he had a transfer
business for a few years, then he bought the Albert Drayson
farm (S½ 12-14-16). He married Grace McDonald (Sept.
7, 1914 – March 21, 1965) of Brookdale in 1942.

Grandma McDonald, Glen, Grace with Betty on Lap,
and Jim Cummings
Grace died in 1965 from a brain tumor.

Grace and Jim Cummings
In 1973, Jim married Olive Denoon. Jim died in 1998.
He had still been actively farming until only a few months
before he died. Olive moved to East View Lodge and has
now passed away on April 30, 2007.

Jim and Olive Cummings
Glen attended Osprey School until it closed, then
finished his education in Neepawa. He was active in
4-H, the Agricultural Society, the establishment of the
Yellowhead Complex in Neepawa and Beautiful Plains
School board. He married Heather Harvey of Neepawa
in 1969. Glen farmed with his father and presently Glen
and Heather live and farm on the same land. Heather was
a registered nurse and nursed for several years at both the

Wedding picture - March 26, 1942
They had two children: James “Glen” (April 12, 1944)
and Elizabeth (Betty) Margaret (Dec. 30, 1956).
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with Assiniboine Regional Health Authority (formerly
Marquette Regional Health Authority).

Neepawa Hospital and East View Lodge before quitting
to become a full time mother and farmer. They have two
children: Ian, born in 1974 and Erin, born in 1976. They
both went to elementary and high school in Neepawa,
taking part in various sports over the years. Ian spent a year
on a student exchange in Sweden, then, took his degree
in Commerce at the University of Manitoba. At present,
Ian lives in downtown Toronto and works for a research
company, “Innovative Research”. Erin had both a General
Studies and Education degree from Brandon University
and works as an educational development officer for the
office of the Fire Commissioner in Brandon. She recently
became engaged to Trent Mackintosh, originally from
Vernon, BC, who is a sergeant in the Canadian Armed
Forces presently stationed at the base in Shilo. Trent has
a 12 year old son named Troy.

Ron and Betty wedding Aug. 26, 1978
Following employment at McKnight’s Pharmacy,
Winnipeg in 1979, Ron was employed as a staff pharmacist
with Brandon Mental Health Centre. In 1984, Ron started
as a staff pharmacist with Minnedosa District Hospital and
that position took on a regional role within the Marquette
Regional Health Authority. During the years of 2002-2006,
Ron worked for Medi Plan Pharmacy located in Minnedosa.
In Sept. 2006, Ron started with Brandon Hospital as part
of their pharmacy team. The family continues to live in
Neepawa.

Heather, Ian, Glen and Erin
Glen became Member of Legislative Assembly for the
Ste. Rose Constituency in April of 1986. He has to date
served 21 years; 11 of those years in government. He has
been Deputy Premier, Minister of Municipal Affair, and
Environment and Natural Resources. Glen announced in
the fall of 2006, that when the next election comes he
would retire from politics.
Betty attended Neepawa schools and U of M obtaining
her degree in Home Economics. She married Ron Carl
Kozak, (Feb.7, 1954) originally of the Fairfax district
(near the community of Elgin) in 1978. Betty worked
for Manitoba Agriculture from 1978-1984 as an extension home economist in the Steinbach and Minnedosa
areas. From 1984-1999, Betty owned and operated “The
Silver Thimble” a fabric and quilting store in the town of
Neepawa. Ron and Betty have a son, Logan Scott who was
born Jan. 4, 1992. Logan is currently attending Neepawa
Area Collegiate Institute. His interests are sailing, science
and computers. Since 2000, Betty has been in the roles of
Health Promotion and Primary Health Care Co-coordinator

CURRIE, WILLIAM JAMES
Submitted by Vern Gowing
In 1882 William James “Bill” Currie left from St.
Marys, in Perth County, ON for Manitoba. He arrived
in Manitoba on the newly completed Canadian Pacific
Railway. Like thousands of others, he was inspired by the
slogan “ Go west young man, go west “.
On arrival in Carberry, Bill heard rumours there was
work to be had in Neepawa. This was a new part of the
province. The district was in the Northwest Territories until
1881, when the Province of Manitoba was enlarged. The
first municipal organization was the county of Beautiful
Plains, subdivided into the municipalities of Lansdowne,
Osprey, and Glendale. Bill hitched a ride to Neepawa and
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construction of this landmark from his homestead on the
Arden ridge.
There was very little water on this Arden ridge property. After a couple of years of dry weather there was no
longer enough water for the stock. It was decided that a
new homestead was in order. In October, 1899, William
J Currie obtained 160 acres of Crown Land from the
Dominion of Canada - the SW ¼ of 32-12-12W in North
Norfolk. They paid $1.00 per acre for this land. Bill moved
his family to the new homestead in Edrans district in 1901
just months before the Varcoe Line was completed between
MacGregor and Wellwood.
Apr. 2, 1903 saw the birth of their seventh child, Alice
Mary. In 1913, William J. Currie purchased land from the
Canadian Pacific Railway. The NE ¼ of 31-12-12W, 160
acres at $5.00 per acre - CPR Contract No. 22960.
William J. Currie was appointed Post Master at Pine
Creek Stn No. 86587, on Oct 23, 1919. His resignation
was dated June 23, 1932.
Bill and Alice operated the store until 1932. Their
daughter Jessie and her husband Murdock MacDougall
took over the operation of the store and Post Office.
In 1935, Bill and Alice travelled east to Preston, ON
to visit their daughters Grace and Alice, Alice’s husband
David Gowing and their grandsons Walter and Vernon.
While in Preston they celebrated their “Golden Wedding
Anniversary” June 24 1935. Their 50th anniversary was
also Alice and Dave’s 5th wedding anniversary.
Their children are:
1. Andrew Mosley Currie was born June 26, 1886 in
Arden and died Nov.17, 1978 in Carberry. He married
Esther Florence Lamb June 19, 1918 in Portage la Prairie,
daughter of Benjamin Lamb and Charlotte Robinson.
She was born Mar. 8, 1897 and died July 23, 1977 in
Carberry.
The Carberry News-Express Sept. 30, 1920: Mr. Joc
Bredin of Edrans reports the sale of SW 1-13-13 to Andrew
Currie for $4,500.
Uncle Andy was known to almost all of the people in
the area. Uncle Andy’s farm was the site of many picnics
and gatherings. Esther’s brother, George Lamb a bachelor
was a partner in the farm and lived with Esther and Andy.
Andy and Esther are buried at Carberry.
Andrew and Esther had one son. Gordon Mosley
Currie was born Aug. 20, 1919 in Edrans and died Feb
3, 2001 in Carberry. He married (1) Christine Gillen Dec.
27, 1944 in Strabame, Ireland, daughter of William Gillen
and Elizabeth Wilson in Strabame, Ireland. He married (2)
Kay Francis Creasey, daughter of Ernest Creasey and Mae
Outhwaite. She was born in Carberry,
Children of Gordon and Christine are: Esther Currie,
born in Strabame, Ireland, married Neil VanKommer and
Vernon Andrew Currie, married Georgina.

got employment with Hamilton and Davidson general
storekeepers. The job was driving a freight wagon transporting freight between Carberry and Neepawa on the
“Carberry Trail”.
In 1884, Bill Currie left his job with Hamilton and
Davidson in Neepawa and took a homestead in the
Salisbury district, on the Arden ridge, three miles northwest of the village of Arden being the NE ¼ of Section
22-15-14W.
Bill dug a hole 14 x 20 and four feet deep in the gumbo
clay. Then he laid six or seven rounds of log. The logs
were placed outside the hole on the ground; this left a shelf
inside to place utensils etc. on. The logs were chinked with
pieces of wood, and then plastered over with gumbo clay
that stuck like glue. He then put up a ridgepole on the top,
and then placed poles on that for a roof. The poles were
laid close together, and on top of that he placed thatched
grass, then on that a special sod ploughed about two inches
deep and cut in squares. Loose earth was scattered on top
of the sod and raked to fill the cracks. Seeds were then
sown to make a mat. When the grass grew the roof never
leaked.
The bunks to sleep on were attached to the walls and
also made of poles. On the poles they placed cotton ticks
filled with clean wheat straw, which were quite comfortable. The pillows were cotton, filled with stripped cattails.
They were a little lumpy.
1885 saw William James Currie marry Alice Mosley
on June 24 in Gladstone. They drove from Neepawa to
Gladstone in a horse and buggy, wading through water
for miles. Then they returned to their new home on the
Arden ridge. Alice Mary Mosley was born in Tideswell,
Derby, England. She emigrated to Canada in her teens and
settled in Neepawa. The Mosley’s arrived in Neepawa by
ox cart after traversing the Red River on a barge. She came
to work for the John Hamilton family as a nanny. It was
here in Neepawa that Bill and Alice met.
Alice “Granny’ Currie had many encounters and
stories to tell about the Indians. One was of the Indians
coming to the sod shanty on the homestead demanding
baked bread and how intrigued they were with the mirrors
she had brought from her home in England.
William J. and Alice had seven children. Six of the
seven children were born while living here. Andrew in
1886, George in 1888, Grace in 1890, Donald in 1892,
Frank in 1895 and Jessie in 1900.
Although the Currie family was to leave the Arden
district in 1901, there is a permanent memorial to them
standing on the edge of the village of Arden. Standing
somewhat apart from the village is the beautiful regency
house of Mr. M.E. Boughton. M.E. Boughton, who had
this house built, served for more than fifty years as the
secretary-treasurer of the RM of Lansdowne. William
J Currie gathered and hauled all the stones used in the
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Children of Murray and Bessie are: Charles Michael
born in Windsor, NS married Tammy Garbowsky; Kenneth
Douglas born Windsor, NS married Cheryl Lynn Rosen;
Harvey George Roy born Feb. 9, 1938, Deloraine married
Evelyn Bell; Leone Winnifred born Deloraine married
Lynn Newton; Leola Jean born Deloraine married Jim
Langille.
iii. William “James” Currie born July 21, 1913 died
Jan. 4, 1986, Austin, MB married Laura Irene Bales born
Apr. 19, 1914, The Orangeville district, MB; died 1994
Austin. In 1943, Jim and Laura took over the home farm
from George. “They worked the land until 1979 when
they retired and moved to Austin. They sold the farm to
their son, Donald, the fourth generation “Currie” to own
this farm.”
George Allan Currie born Beaverbrook married Annie
Stewart MacPherson June 20, 1945, Presbyterian Church,
Leath, Scotland,
“I went over on what was a supposedly luxury ship,
in peacetime, ‘The Dominion Monarch’ a British ship.”
There weren’t Caribbean cruises back then, and not many
luxury ships, and this thing didn’t look much like a luxury
ship then, of course. We left from Halifax on June 9th. We
were chased by German subs. It is believed we sank two
German subs on route. We arrived safely at Liverpool,
England on June 21, 1942. After returning from overseas
in World War II, Alan and Babs went to Nipawin, SK for
five years. They then moved to McKlenan, AB where Allan
worked on the railroad. In 1958, Allan and Babs moved
to Hopewell, NS.
On one of their visits to Cambridge, ON, Alan went
on a “fishing trip” with Vern to the Trent-Severn Canal at
Port Severn. They went on Vern’s boat the “Baby Duck”.
Had a nice cruise up the Severn through Gloucester Pool
and up the “Big Chute Marine Railway” and on to Severn
Falls then a return trip to the marina. When they arrived
back in Cambridge late that night, the big question was
“Where are the fish?” Alan’s story was “We forgot our
fishing poles” and then he laughs.”
Alan is a “Life Member” of the Royal Canadian
Legion Branch 137 Hopewell, NS.
iv. Donald “Hardie” Currie born June 27, 1918 in
Manitoba died Oct. 25, 1989, Red Deer, AB married
Evelyn Crossman. After the war, Hardie and Eve lived
in Transcona, MB. Hardie worked for the CPR. In 1959,
Hardie and Evelyn purchased the store in Bagot, MB.
They operated the store until 1972. They later moved to
Alsask, SK where Hardie worked at the military base.
When Hardie retired, Hardie and Eve moved to Delburne,
AB. Later when Hardie had to go on dialysis at Red Deer,
they moved to Red Deer.
v. Helen Alice Grace Currie born Nov. 2, 1923 died
Oct. 28, 1984, Carberry married Leonard Balcuinas born
Jan. 20, 1924, Lithuania died Jan. 11, 1993 … After a

2. George Currie was born Mar. 2, 1888 in Arden and
died June 28, 1983 in Third Crossing Manor, Gladstone.
He married (1) Winnifred Maude McComb June, 1910 in
Gladstone, daughter of John McComb and Mary Grantham
born Sept. 12, 1890 in Gladstone died Feb. 6, 1928 in
Gladstone Hospital. He married (2) Matilda Sinclair about
1944.
He remembered well his days on the homestead before
the family moved to North Norfolk. He fondly recalled
memories of his mother. He recalled the first artificial
light he ever saw when his mother made candles from
beef tallow.
George and Winnifred spent their first married years
farming with George’s father and mother in the Edrans
district He then homesteaded at Firdale and then they
rented various farms in the Pine Creek and Gillespie
districts. He then purchased the store at Pine Creek in
1919, and operated it for a short time. He was appointed
Post Master at Pine Creek Station on June 1, 1919. He
made a trade with his father and mother, for the home
farm east of Edrans and he resigned his position of Post
Master on Sept. 22, 1919.
George and Winnifred had eight children. They lost
their first-born baby girl in 1910. In 1943, George sold
the home farm to his son Jim and his wife Laura. He then
bought the store at Firdale and about this time he married
Matilda Sinclair. George operated the store until 1948.
He was appointed Post Master at Firdale (5245) Oct 1,
1943. He resigned on May 31, 1948. He then moved to
MacGregor and purchased a second hand and bargain store
at 31-32 Hampton Street, MacGregor. He operated this
store until 1971.
In October, 1965 he took a trip east to Ontario to visit
his sisters Grace and Alice, Dave and family at Preston. He
was at the house to welcome the arrival of a great nephew
Gregory Vernon Gowing born to Marie and Vernon Gowing.
He took great pleasure in holding the new baby.
In 1971, he retired to Austin. In 1981, George was still
living on his own in Austin. He felt he could no longer
manage on his own, so he moved to the Third Crossing
Manor in Gladstone. He lived his remaining years here
and died in 1983 at 95 years of age.
Children of George Currie and Winnifred McComb
are:
i. Jessie Myrtle Currie born Dec. 17, 1910, Gladstone
died 1910 Gladstone.
ii. Georgina “Hazel” Currie born Nov. 4, 1911,
Gladstone died Mar. 28, 2004 married Charles Harlton
Apr. 4, 1936, Regent born Apr. 25, 1904, Regent died
1975, Boissevain. Their children are: Charles “Murray”
Harlton born in Deloraine married (1) Bessie Langille
married (2) Usan Alana MacSween, Red Deer, AB born
in North Vancouver, BC. Royal Canadian Air Force
Telecomunications Ret. WO Charles Murray Harlton.
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Word has been received by W. J. Currie of Edrans,
MB that his son Private Donald Currie (1000900) has been
admitted to the General hospital at Dannes Camiers suffering from gun shot wounds received in action on Sept. 30,
1918.
Private Currie was previously wounded in August,
1917, and was in England until April, 1918, when he was
returned to active service and was wounded for the second
time on the above-mentioned date. Private Currie enlisted
with Colonel Gillespie’s battalion in February, 1916, and
left for overseas the same year.
Don received the military medal for bravery. Dannes,
Camiers 12 (BEF) Hospital Pas-de-Calais Attached to No.
18 General Hospital BEF. Aug. 15, 1917 “Hill 70”. This
was the first time the Germans used mustard gas against
the Canadians. After his return from the war, Don farmed
at Edrans. Then in 1926, he moved west to Saskatchewan
with his brother and sister-in-law Frank and Annie. They
settled near Nipawin, SK.
Don was an auto mechanic. He worked for Kofsky
Motors the Ford dealer in Nipawin. In the early days Don
drove a Ford Model “A”. The Nipawin news paper took
a picture of him driving down the main street and called
him “Nipawin’s Play Boy”
5. Frank Currie was born Aug. 16, 1895 in Arden and
died Mar. 2, 1983 in Nipawin. He married Annie Thelma
McNee Healey Nov. 18, 1924 in Gladstone, daughter of
Richard Healey and Janet Williamson born Aug. 2, 1902
died Mar. 22, 1987.
Children of Frank and Annie Healey are: i. Donelda
Ellen Currie born Aug. 22, 1926 died 1982. ii. Clarence
James Currie. He married Thelma Smith and had three
children: Sharon Currie married Edward Bodowski; Lora
Currie married Ron Zorukiek; Lynnett Currie married Doug
Swystun. iii. William Frank Currie. He married Berna
Walton. They had four children: William Dean married
Darleen Petersen; Shelby Ann; Timothy Currie married
Maureen Herne; Peggy Currie married Dell Johnson. iv.
Mary Anne Currie, married Glen King. They had three
children: Robin, Colin and Evan.
6. Patricia Isabelle Grace Currie. She married Edward
Alan Chapman in 1965. Children: Carrie Anne, married
Robert Stephen Armstrong and Cathy Alaine.
7. Jessie Rutherford Currie was born Dec. 20, 1900 in
Arden and died in October, 2000 in Medicine Hat, AB. She
married Murdock MacDougall May 20, 1925 in Portage
la Prairie born July 17, 1891 in Austin died May 16, 1962
in Medicine Hat. She was raised in North Norfolk, in the
Edrans area. She attended Gillespie School and completed
her education at Edrans. After her marriage to Murdock
MacDougall they lived at Pine Creek Station. In 1932, they
took over the store at Pine Creek from Jessie’s parents.
Jessie and Murdie played regularly for all the dances in

very long illness Helen was admitted to the Fox Memorial
Hospital in Carberry, where she died in 1984.
vi. Errol Rutherford Currie born Aug. 1, 1925 died Jan.
19, 1977, Portage la Prairie married Anne Panko, Portage
la Prairie. After the war Errol and Anne operated a store
in Portage la Prairie. He also had a store in Alexander,
MB. Errol died on his way home from Winnipeg. He was
driving on Hwy No. 1, had a heart attack, and drove into
the ditch near the scales west of Headingly.
(Gordon Currie) Military service: World War II
“Army”
vii. Amos Franklin Currie born Gladstone married
Marion Schneider Apr. 29, 1950, Brandon, born Edrans.
In 1946, Amos went to work for the CNR at Firdale.
He worked at various locations on the main line before
going to the Arizona section in 1953. In 1963, he was
transferred to Melville, SK. While at Melville he became
involved in the local union. In 1975, he was transferred to
the Winnipeg office as a full time union representative. In
1982, Amos became system federation general chairman
of the BMWE union for western Canada. He held that
position until 1984. At that time Amos had health problems
that led to his retirement. Amos and Marion then moved
to acreage at Holland, MB.
3. Francis “Grace” Currie was born Mar. 17, 1890
in Arden and died Jan. 1, 1987 in Cambridge Memorial
Hospital, Cambridge, ON.
I believe Grace and Alice left Pine Creek Station, MB
on Mar. 13, 1929 on the (Varcoe Line) CPR to Portage
la Prairie; they then took the main line to Toronto. They
arrived in Toronto, ON Mar. 17, 1929. They then traveled
to Galt, ON via the CPR.
Grace worked at the Riverside Silk Mills, 15 Melville
Street in Galt, until she retired.
She was a member of the Daughters of England in
Preston, and a member of the Women of the Moose, Galt
Lodge. Grace never married, and lived with Alice all of
her life. When Grace’s health became a major problem,
she moved to the Golden Years Nursing Home on Eagle
Street in Preston. This was just a few blocks from her
home on Middle Street.
Grace was known as “Aunty Grace” it seemed, to most
of Preston.
4. Donald Currie was born Nov. 8, 1892 in Arden,
and died 1961 in Nipawin, SK 1961(?). He never married.
He was raised in North Norfolk, in the Edrans area. He
attended Gillespie School. World War I, Donald Currie
along with his friend Elpher Gilman, enlisted in the
226th Battalion at Gladstone on Feb. 18, 1916. He passed
his medical examination Feb. 28, 1916. He signed the
Attestation Papers on Mar. 10, 1916. His address at this
time was Edrans, MB.
(From a newspaper article)
Private D. Currie, Wounded
312

ii. Vernon David Gowing born Preston, ON married
Emily “Marie” Goodwin June 12, 1954, Galt born in
Galt daughter of Herbert Goodwin and Emily. Children
of Vernon and Marie are: Kimberley Marie Gowing born
in Galt; daughter Jenna Marie Sinclair and Gregory Vernon
Gowing born in Galt.
iii. Dr. James Donald Gowing born in Preston married
(1) Pamela Pattenden born in Ramsgate, England married
(2) Ellen Artindale, Kitchener, ON. Children of James and
Pamela are: Jane Gowing born in England; John David
Gowing born in St. John’s, NFLD; Robert Gowing born
in Hamilton, ON. Children of James and Ellen are: Cara
Gowing, adopted child and Andrew Gowing.
iv. LT/COL Ronald Francis Gowing born in Preston
married Bonnie Louise Baker Oct 3, 1959, daughter of
James Baker and Kathleen Clawsey. Children of Ronald
and Bonnie are: James Edward married Brenda Louise
Mather; David Andrew married Carmel Jackman; Allen
Francis married Christine Calabrese; Barbara Louise
Gowing married Karl Leu.
v. Lloyd George Gowing born 1942, St Marys Hospital,
Kitchener, ON died Oct. 28, 1990, Cambridge, ON.

the area. Jessie played the piano while Murdie played the
fiddle.
When Murdie was granted military leave in 1940,
from the position of Post Master, Jessie MacDougall was
appointed Acting Post Master Aug 8, 1940 at Pine Creek
Station.
Jessie later moved with her daughter Kay to MacGregor
and operated a store and gas station. Murdie had joined the
army and was now stationed at Suffield, AB. Jessie and
Kay then moved to Alberta.
In 1975, Jessie moved to Redcliff, AB where she lived
until 1982. She then moved to Memorial Manor, Cypress
View Foundation. In 1995, Jessie became a resident of
the Continuing Care Unit at the Medicine Hat Regional
Hospital. While a resident here she remained very active,
taking part in all the activities, such as wheelchair square
dancing, bingo, baking and going on outings in the senior’s
bus. She also attended family dinners and gatherings at
Christmas, Thanksgiving, etc. at Doug and Mabel’s and
at Darcy and Marie’s.
Aunt Jessie liked to talk about her grandchildren,
Deanie and Fred, Dixie and Gene, Darcy and Marie, and
Stuart. She also talked about her great grandchildren. Jessie
was a member of the Ladies Auxiliary, Royal Canadian
Legion, Redcliff and Jessie was awarded her 25 year pin
from the Women of The Moose Apr. 28, 1978
Murdie operated a blacksmith shop at Pine Creek in a
building across from the store. He and Jessie later ran the
store at Pine Creek. Murdock MacDougall was appointed
Post Master 1932 at Pine Creek Station, MB. On Aug. 31,
1940 he was granted military leave. This is when Jessie
was appointed Acting Post Master. Murdock’s resignation
was effective July 18, 1946. Murdie was a blacksmith, an
auto mechanic and a farm machinery mechanic. Jessie
passed away just before her 100th birthday in October,
2000.
Two Children: i. Douglas Mosley born Pine Creek
married Mabel Ene Brawton, 1947 Medicine Hat born
Pierson. In World War II Doug was with the Princess Pat
Service Corp. In the Korean War he was with the Canadian
Provo Corp 1950 – 1952. ii. Murdeena Kay MacDougall
born July 2, 1940 Medicine Hat died May 31, 1947.
8. Alice Mary Currie was born Apr. 2, 1903 in Edrans
and died in Cambridge ON. She married David Walter
Gowing June 24, 1930 in Trinity Anglican Church Galt,
ON, son of Walter Gowing and Mary Partridge. He was
born May 29, 1901 in Listowel, ON and died Feb. 1968 in
Galt. Children of Alice Currie and David Gowing are:
i. Walter William Gowing born Galt married Lillian
Charboneau 1953, Niagara Falls, ON daughter of Paul
Charbonneau and Sara Sadie Russell born Weston, ON.
Children: Linda Joyce, Donald William and Douglas
Warren.

DAGG, LIONEL and NETTIE
Submitted by Lionel and Nettie Dagg
Lionel, is the fifth child of six, born to John and Merle
Dagg on Jan. 23, 1940, in Minnedosa, MB.
Lionel received his education at Clanwilliam, Cordova,
Franklin, MB, Langbank, SK, and Angusville, MB. Nettie
received her education in Angusville, MB.
Lionel married Nettie Mushumanski Sept. 19, 1959
and she is one of two daughters born to Tony and Pearl
Mushumanski. They started their married life in Dauphin,
MB.

Lionel and Nettie
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Kim, Mavis, and Tracey all finished their school in
Neepawa at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute and they
all married boys from the Neepawa area.
Kim married Dale Szucki in 1985 and they reside in
their country home in Polonia. She worked for the Neepawa
District Memorial Hospital for twenty years and presently
works at the Minnedosa Health Centre.
Mavis was married in 1987 to Kelly Kulbacki. Mavis
and Kelly with their children, Bryce and Kelsey live just
three miles south of Neepawa. Mavis worked at East View
Lodge since 1987 and presently works at the Neepawa
Health Centre. Bryce and Kelsey are involved in many
sports in town, including high school hockey and high
school rodeo and both will graduate from NACI.
Tracey married Wayne Epp in 1989, and they have
one son. She works at Springhill Farms Ltd. and has been
there since it opened in 1986. Their son, Devin is interested
in all sports and takes part any chance he can, including
school teams at NACI where he will graduate.

May, 1964, Lionel and Nettie and their two children
moved to Neepawa from Dauphin, Kim was two years
old and Mavis was six months old. Lionel had a job at
Murray’s Garage and they lived on Fifth Avenue, across
from the curling rink. Nettie worked at Fenwick’s until she
became pregnant with their third daughter, Tracey. Lionel
changed jobs to driving a milk truck for Modern Dairy.
After the arrival of Tracey in 1967, the family moved to
a little house on 482 Second Avenue and Lionel started a
lengthy career of eighteen years with Provost Signs, owned
and operated by Barney Provost. He continued to work for
Lionel Crowthers for three years after Barney retired.
After having their third daughter, Nettie went to work
as guard duty for the town police. In 1970, the family made
their final move to 508 First Avenue. It was known as the
old estate of Audrey Young.
Lionel’s parents, John and Merle Dagg lived beside the
tennis courts in Neepawa (the old Baxter house). They were
happy to support their grandchildren at many events.
Over the years, Lionel and Nettie were involved in
many sports around town: baseball, curling, golfing and
bingo. Through the years their daughters, Kim, Mavis and
Tracey were also involved in many sports.
Nettie worked the door at the Yellowhead Centre
from 1978-2000. She also worked part time for the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police.
Lionel was an umpire in town for many years including the summer games and also coached girl’s hockey.
He joined the volunteer fire department in 1980, became
the fire chief in 1991, and retired in 2001. Lionel was a
member of the Mutual Aide as coordinator for the Neepawa
district, 1990-1998.
Lionel went to work for Guinn Bros. Memorials in
1991 where he was the installation foreman until his retirement in 2003.

L to R: Tracey, Wayne, Kim, Dale, Lionel, Kelly, Mavis,
Nettie
The families currently live in the Neepawa area and
enjoy being involved in the friendly community. Lionel
and Nettie are retired and live in the Osborne Units where
Lionel is also the caretaker. They both enjoyed supporting
the community and look forward to future endeavors.

L to R: Mavis, Tracey, Nettie, Lionel, Kim
Nettie was appointed magistrate of the Queen’s
Bench from 1989-2001. She also worked part time at
Neepawa Hospital and East View Lodge for ten years in
the Housekeeping/Laundry Departments.

Grandchildren
Bryce and Kelsey Kulbacki and Devon Epp
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DAGG, MERVIN and MILDRED
(nee HILTON)

Alicia Elizabeth was born Sept. 17, 1976 in Flin Flon,
MB and graduated with a degree in Social Work from the
University of Manitoba. On April 8, 2000, Alicia married
Patrick Joseph Power in Neepawa. Pat and Alicia have two
children: Chelsea Ida, born June 10, 2000 in Brandon, and
Timothy Patrick, born Nov. 9, 2001 in Brandon. Alicia
currently works at East View Lodge as a Nurses Aide and
her husband, Pat, works as a trucker for Clint Moffat and
Sons of Minnedosa. Pamela Lynn was born Nov. 3, 1977 in
Flin Flon, MB. She married Wesley Robert Taylor on Aug.
25, 2001 in Minnedosa. and they have one child, Austin
Robert, born Oct. 21, 2004 at Winnipeg, MB. Pam works
as Homecare Worker in Minnedosa and her husband Wes
works at Morris Industries. Jaclyn Kelly was born Aug.
14, 1980, in Brandon. She married William Peter Power
on Mar. 10, 2001 in Neepawa. Jackie and Bill have two
sons: Andrew William, born Aug. 20, 2001 in Minnedosa,
and Zachary James, born Sept. 8, 2003 in Neepawa. Jackie
works as a Nurses Aide at East View Lodge and Bill works
for Springhill Farms.
Murray Wayne Dagg was born March 14, 1957 in
Neepawa, moving to Flin Flon in 1976 to work for Hudson
Bay Mining and Smelting. Murray married Jacqueline
Ann Stein on Oct. 6, 1979 in Flin Flon. Murray and Jackie
have three children: Stacey Dawn, Kimberlee Irene, and
Patrick John. Murray has worked the last 17 years with
Simplot Canada Ltd. (now Koch Fertilizer Canada Ltd.)
in Brandon, in varying maintenance management positions, and Jackie is a Phase II Dental Assistant with a
Brandon dental office. Stacey Dawn was born June 6,
1983 in Flin Flon. Stacey is in her second year of Nuclear
Technology at the Health Sciences Center, in Winnipeg.
Stacey is engaged to be married, but the couple is awaiting
her graduation from her professional program. Kimberlee
Dawn was born Nov. 19, 1987, in Flin Flon. Kimberlee
is working on her hair stylist apprenticeship in Brandon.
Kimberlee has one daughter, Nevaeh Marie, born Nov. 26,
2006 in Brandon. Patrick John was born Aug. 12, 1989 in
Portage la Prairie, MB. Patrick is in his final year of school
at Vincent Massey Collegiate in Brandon.
Robert Calvin Dagg was born Nov. 5, 1958, in Neepawa.
Bob spent many years working in Calgary before settling
down. Bob married Brenda Kay Zimmer on Aug. 1, 1981, in
Calgary, AB. Bob and Brenda have three children: Rebecca
Kay, born Feb. 14, 1983 in Calgary, Johnathan George, born
Nov. 12, 1984 in Three Hills, AB, and Kaitlyn Lacey, born
April 12, 1989 at Prince Albert, SK. Bob has two other
children, Jenelle Stephanie, born July 22, 1992 and James
Robert Stanley, born March 31, 1998, both born in Neepawa.
Bob resides in Eden with Jenelle and James and has worked
for Springhill Farms for the last seven years.
Marilyn Rebecca Dagg was born Jan. 14, 1960 in
Neepawa. Marilyn took her hairdressing in Brandon after
high school. She married Ernest Lee Noordenbos on July

Submitted by Murray Dagg
Mervin John Dagg was born at Clanwilliam, MB
on Oct. 15, 1932, son of John George and Merle Hayes
Dagg (Moad). Mervin worked on the Canadian National
Railroad, and apprenticed and worked as an automotive
mechanic and then Service Manager with Murray’s Garage
until the mid 1970s. He then worked for Beautiful Plains
School Division, ending his work career with the town of
Neepawa in December 1996, after 16 years of service.
On Feb. 2, 1953, Mervin married Mildred Germaine
Hilton. Mildred was born at Minnedosa on Aug. 8, 1935,
youngest daughter to William Shiel Hilton and Elizabeth
Ellen (Young). Mildred worked at East View Lodge from
1969 to 1991.
Mervin and Mildred have lived on the farm on Hall
Drive since 1960. Both continue to enjoy the farm life,
although have scaled back their activities to fit the retired
life. Mervin and Mildred enjoy the visits from their 8 children, 24 grandchildren, 10 great grandchildren, related
in-laws, and significant others.
Karen Lynne Dagg was born Jan. 13, 1955 in Neepawa.
On May 6, 1972, Karen married Richard James Kasprick
in Neepawa, and they have two children: Candice Elaine
and Christopher Kevin. Karen took her Licensed Practical
Nursing in Brandon and has worked at East View Lodge for
the last 28 years. Karen resides in Arden with her partner,
Don McGorman. Candice Elaine was born Sept. 6, 1972
in Neepawa. Candice attended Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute and went on to obtain her teaching degree at
Brandon University. Candice married Mark Charles Perrett
on Sept. 5, 1998 in Neepawa and they have three children:
Benjamin Mark, born Feb. 11, 2001, Brooklyn Beth, born
April 26, 2003, and Jillian Cameron, born Oct. 18, 2006.
Mark and Candice reside in Neepawa where Mark has
his chiropractic practice and Candice substitute teaches.
Christopher Kevin was born April 27, 1975, in Brandon,
MB. Chris attended NACI and went on to obtain his bachelors degree at the University of Calgary and then his
Chiropractic degree in Portland, Oregon. While attending
school in Portland, Chris met and married Shelley Dawn
Durbin in Colton, Oregon on Oct. 11, 2004. Chris and
Shelley have a daughter, Cadence Dawn, born Oct. 24,
2005, in Portland, Oregon. Chris and Shelley now reside
in Moab, Utah, where they own and operate their chiropractic practice.
Donna Louise Dagg was born Feb. 29, 1956 in
Neepawa. Donna married Gordon Freeman on Sept. 13,
1975 in Neepawa. Donna has moved around the Prairie
Provinces, but has worked the last 16 years as a Nurses
Aide at East View Lodge. Donna has three daughters:
Alicia Elizabeth, Pamela Lynn, and Jacqueline Kelly.
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Life on the farm was very busy. There were no sons
and I must say I enjoyed helping my dad outside; pumping
water for a few cows, horses and many pigs, cleaning and
putting down fresh straw and driving the tractor was much
better than housework! We had a big vegetable garden and
mom put down many quarts of food for the winter. Peas,
man oh man, about 100 rows, each ¼ mile long. Doris and
I were to keep them weeded, those ragweeds grew into
trees it seemed, and were really hard to get rid of! It took
10 pounds of green pea pods to fill one milk pail, or three
quarts unshelled peas to can, so took lots of podding. We
were never hungry and we were loved.
Education was a big interest to my parents. I took
Grade 11 in Kelwood, Grade 12 in Neepawa.
I worked in a grocery store part time. There was a fire
at the boarding house and I lost all my clothes, books, etc.
My life dream was to be a nurse, but with this setback,
I really felt it was out of the question. I went to Normal
School in Winnipeg, taught school for two years, one at
my home school, Glenallen (I had gone to school with
several of these pupils; I was so fortunate they were good)
and the other was at Mekiwin. The lady I boarded with
was a nurse who really encouraged me to enter nursing,
to Carole Milne a big thank you! I am still friends with
her and visit her in the nursing home in Winnipeg. I was
in training for three years at the Grace Hospital (not the
present one) and graduated as Registered Nurse in 1954.
From there, I moved to Hamiota to work, and there I met
my husband-to-be, Davis Dales. We were married Aug. 4,
1956 in Neepawa.
We had an automotive garage in Hamiota for 17 years
and then moved to Winnipeg. Davis took teacher’s training and taught at Red River Community College for 12
years, and the next three years in Administrative duties. He
also wrote and translated into several languages numerous
automotive and diesel books used in the colleges. Davis
has had several severe health issues as well.
We have two children: Judith and Bruce. Judith Lynn is
married to Garth Bromley. Garth is co-owner of Transcona
Trailer Sales and Rond’s Marines. They have two boys:
Tyler and Travis. Tyler will be finished Grade 12 this year
and plans on going to college in administrative duties.
Travis wants to do the same thing next year!
Our second child, Bruce, lives in Vancouver, still
single, and is owner of Dales Product Development and
Regulatory Specialist and Canadian Rainforest Adventures.
We are thankful for the phone as we are able to talk to
Bruce almost every evening for a few minutes, he also
makes a trip home once or twice a year, and we make a
trip there, visiting with family and friends as we go. We
see Judith and family at least once a week.
Sorry to say that due to kidney failure, I had to quit
nursing in 1988; now we have a small business called
Cran-Dale Inc., a product used for chronic UTI symptoms.

14, 1979 in Neepawa. Marilyn and Ernie have three boys:
Ashley Ryan, Jeffrey Scott, and Kevin James. Marilyn and
Ernie live west of Minnedosa on an acreage where they
enjoy the country life. Ernie has worked as a heavy duty
mechanic and service manager for over 32 years and is
now semi-retired and Marilyn takes care of their youngest
son who was injured in a vehicle accident in 2003. Ashley
Ryan was born July 21, 1980, in Brandon. He married
Mindie Rae Quesnel on July 22, 2006 in Minnedosa. Ashley
works for as a welder at Morris Industries in Minnedosa
and Mindie works for Child and Family Services as a
Social Worker. Jeffery Scott was born Aug. 6, 1981 in
Brandon. Jeff is working on his Construction Electrician
Apprenticeship in Brandon with Centec Electric, and
resides at home to assist with his younger brother. Kevin
James was born June 14, 1984 in Brandon. Kevin resides
at home since his automobile accident.
Kevin John “Toby” Dagg was born Feb. 27, 1961 in
Neepawa. Toby has a daughter, Taylor Morgan, born May
6, 1997 in Neepawa. He spent nine years in Calgary after
leaving home but has been back in Manitoba for the last
17 years. Toby currently works for Guinn Bros. Memorials
and resides in Eden.
Michelle Dawn Dagg was born April 29, 1962 in
Neepawa. After high school, Shelly worked in Brandon,
where she met Paul Gordon Ravensdale. Shelly and Paul
were married July 28, 1989 in Neepawa. They have four
children: Amber Nicole, born May 25, 1990 in Brandon,
Chantel Aimee, born Aug. 12, 1991 in Medicine Hat, AB,
Micaela Briann, born Dec. 29, 1995 in Pembroke, ON,
and Colin Jeffrey was born Feb. 24, 2002 in St. Albert,
AB. Shelly and Paul have traveled throughout Manitoba,
Ontario, and Alberta as Paul has followed his career with
the military. The Ravensdales now call Brandon home as
Paul serves with the 2nd Battalion of the Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry at Shilo, MB.
Lisa Audrey Dagg was born May 3, 1966 in Neepawa.
Lisa worked in Brandon after school and this is where she
met Shane Alexander Cluett. They were married Oct. 20,
1990 in Neepawa. They have spent most of their married life
in Neepawa, except for two years spent in Newfoundland.
Lisa and Shane have three children: Samantha Elaine, born
March 25, 1993 at Burin, NL; Rachel Germaine, born Oct.
27, 1998 in Neepawa, and Hunter Shiel, born Aug. 20,
2000 in Brandon. Lisa is a Nurses Aide at East View Lodge
and Shane is employed by Pat Baker Backhoe Services.

DALES, PHYLLIS (nee GRIFFITH)
I am the second daughter of George and Daisy Griffith.
I, along with my two sisters, was raised on a farm in the
Glenallen School district, where I attended from Grade
1-10.
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Kyle still plays recreational hockey, and rodeos both
in the Manitoba Rodeo Cowboys Association, and in the
Canadian Cowboys Association across western Canada.
He is a board member of the Manitoba Team Roping
Association, as well as the Manitoba representative to the
national board.
Ken was sales manager at Green Acres Equipment
for ten years, and then continued in sales at Yellowhead
Equipment, until he decided to purchase Neepawa Canvas
Works in December of 2000, from Grant Lukin.
Ken coached baseball, hockey, and 4-H pony, and
still continues to be co-president of the Beautiful Plains
Agricultural Society. Ken has been involved with Manitoba
Team Penning since 1993, team pens competitively in
Manitoba and western Canada, and is currently the
Manitoba representative for team penning to the national
board.
Judy worked at Home Hardware, Manitoba Telephone
System, and John Deere for ten years before purchasing
Neepawa Dry Cleaning and Laundromat in 1998, from
Jim Lukin. Judy was involved as a leader in 4-H, Neepawa
Natives Booster Club, along with many other volunteer
jobs in the community.

I do enjoy going back to Neepawa with the product and
seeing many friends at the health store there.
Despite our health issues, and our age, we are enjoying our own home and celebrated our 50th Wedding
Anniversary in September 2006 with family and friends.
We appreciate this opportunity to share what we are doing,
and learn about our friends in the Neepawa and surrounding area. Take care.

DALGLIESH, KEN and JUDY
Submitted by Judy Dalgliesh
Ken, Judy, Raegan, and Kyle moved from the farm at
Glenboro to Neepawa on Nov. 1, 1982. Raegan and Kyle
attended school at Hazel M. Kellington and Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute.
Raegan was involved in 4-H pony, gymnastics, candy
striping, babysitting, 4-H Belles, Beaus and Builders. She
worked as a teen and young adult at Lee’s Restaurant and
the Neepawa Golf Course. She showed horses, enjoyed it
very much, and was very successful at it. Raegan continued her education at Assiniboine Community College,
taking hospitality and tourism, and worked in this field in
Brandon, Banff, AB, and Prince Albert, SK.
Raegan married a professional bull fighter, Scott Byrne,
from Prince Albert, SK. They now reside in Wainwright,
AB, and are blessed with two wonderful boys: Brayden
Douglas Clark, who was born Feb. 11, 2004, and Dylan
Marvin Reed, who was born Apr. 3, 2006. Raegan is very
busy with her home-based business, Arbone International,
running after two boys, and going to pro-rodeo’s and
PBR’s all year.

Ken’s roots are somewhat deep in Neepawa, as his two
aunts, Isabelle Stewart and Agnes Dalgliesh (Venables)
lived in Neepawa from the mid 30s until 1967. He spent
many summers at Auntie Agnes’ residence.

Kyle was a hockey player at heart, snowmobiler in the
winter, and a baseball player and golfer in the summer. He
worked at natural resources, lawn care, and Dairy Queen
in his teens. Later he became a steer wrestler, and team
roper.
Kyle also went to ACC, and took agri-business. He
continued in this profession for a few years, working
in Alberta for a number of years for Agricore United in
Stoney Plains, AB. He then, worked for Tiger Industries
in Calgary, returning to Manitoba and farmed pregnant
mares urine for a few years, until the cuts came to the
PMU industry. Kyle followed in his father’s footsteps, and
is currently selling farm equipment in Brandon, where he
resides.

DAVIDOW, MARK and LINDA
The Davidow family moved to Neepawa from
Grandview in August, 2001. Linda was appointed as branch
manager of the Canadian Imperial Band of Commerce
in Neepawa, which is the reason for the family relocating. Justin attended Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute in
2001-2004 and was very active in sports. He played on
many baseball teams in the area from 2002-2005 including the Neepawa Midgets, Midwest All-Stars, Neepawa
Cubs, Santa Clara All-Stars and the Brandon Cloverleafs.
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live in the original 1891 farm house, while Gerond and
Diana live further downstream on the banks of Spring
Creek.

He is most noted for his pitching and ability to strike out
batters. Mark began working for Guinn Bros. Memorials
in the summer of 2003.
Justin graduated from NACI in 2004. He is currently
living and working in LaBroquerie, MB and plays baseball
for the Springfield Braves in the Winnipeg Senior Baseball
League.
Linda is an active member in the community volunteering her time to many worthwhile community groups
including Roxy Theatre, Chamber of Commerce, Women
in Business and Westlake Employment Skills and Services,
Inc.
The family relocated to Kenora, ON in November,
2007.

DAVIE, WILLIAM JAMES and MAY
William was born in 1890 in Turriff, Aberdeenshire,
Scotland, serving his druggist apprenticeship before
coming to Canada at age 18. He traveled to Winnipeg
to join his brother, Bob, who had arrived a year earlier.
Bill’s first Canadian job was a helper to a Chinese cook
in a Manitoba club.
In May 1910, Bill married May Taylor, from Alford,
Scotland. He was then working for the Canadian National
Railway in Transcona as a machinist helper, making shells
for the Canadian Army to be used in World War I. While
living in Transcona, Bill and May were blessed with Bill Jr.
in 1914 and a daughter, Charlotte May Aimee in 1916.
With the desire to become a farmer, Bill and May had
the opportunity to take over May’s father’s (Duff Taylor)
farm W ½ 31-13-14 (known as the Old Pearce farm) in
the fall of 1918. They farmed this land until the spring of
’22 when they moved to SW 6-14-14 known as the “James
Place”. Two more Davie boys were born, namely Leslie
Brett in 1920 and Roy Murray in 1922.
While living at the James Place, Bill and their neighbors held a “bee” to build a log house, 20 x 20 with one
room upstairs on NE 31-13-14. Some of the farmers who
helped were George and Jack Dudenhoffer, Sam James,
Joe Hunter and the Brautigam brothers. They moved to
this farm in 1924.
At holiday time, this log house overflowed with
company from Winnipeg as they were the only relatives
living in the country. May would cook for a week making
hundreds of buns, oatmeal cookies and scones, while Bill
would kill a few chickens and bring in the cured pork
which had been stored in the threshed grain. The visitors always brought “treats” from the city. Frequent visitors were May’s brother Les and wife, Bert Taylor and
their son, Lawson, May’s sister Amye and husband Bill
Verschoot, and Bill’s brother Bob and Annie Davie and
their five children. They would play cards, sing and play
the piano and bagpipes; partying until near daybreak.
There was not much money but they knew how to make
their own fun.
The children attended Hallboro School in the warmer
weather traveling the 3 ½ miles by horse and buggy or
sometimes walking. Roy also attended Dumfries School.
Bill Sr. never did learn to drive a car but in 1930 Bill
Jr. worked threshing for a week for Bill Brautigam in
exchange for a 1917 Ford truck, Davie’s first vehicle.
Leslie passed away when he was 11 years old with a
ruptured appendix. In 1935, Bill Jr. was seriously injured

DAVIDSON, JAMES and JANE
Springbank Farm is five miles south of Neepawa on
the banks of Spring Creek. The home was built in 1891 on
SE 31-13-15W. This quarter section has been continuously
occupied by Davidsons since 1881.
James Davidson was born in 1789 in Count Down,
Ireland to William and Mary. James married Jane
Belinslay in 1810 and had three children before moving
to Thamesford, Oxford County, Upper Canada in the
1820s. Their first son born in Canada was Isaac. Isaac
married Christy-Ann Cameron, who was from a United
Empire Loyalist family that had to flee the United States
after their revolution of 1776. Christy-Ann’s brother was
Sir Douglas Cameron, Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba
from 1911-1916. Isaac and Christy-Ann had eight children: William Wentworth, John Andrew, Robert Alexander,
James Henry, Francis Isaac, George, Emma and Jean. John
Andrew married Ellen Hamilton and went into business
with her brother J.J. Together they helped create the town
of Neepawa.
Robert Alexander married Thomisina Gerrond, whose
father, William Gerrond, was a renowned Scottish poet in
the High Bluff/Portage la Prairie area. R.A. and Tina took
up the challenge of farming Springbank, their children
were: Mabel (Sirrett), Bertram Francis, Nell, Harry, Reg
and Ethel. Bert married Jean McNab, daughter of David
McNab. Their family is Douglas Gerrond, Eva, Robert
Allan, Phyllis, and Margaret. Bert was, like his father-inlaw, a reeve of the RM of Langford. He helped create the
community pasture in 1947.
Robert Allan (Bob) married Beulah Smith in October
of 1948 and began their family life on Springbank. They
have three children: Elizabeth, Allan and Jack. In 1977,
Allan married Linda Radford, daughter of Graeme and
Lillian Radford. They have one son, Gerond Robert, the
fifth generation of Springbank. Gerond is engaged to Diana
Giesbrecht of the Brandon area. Linda and Allan currently
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brick house which was built in 1906. Some of the maple
hardwood flooring, doors and baseboards were used in their
new home giving it a unique character. Clinton resides in
Neepawa and works on a construction crew erecting pole
buildings for Goodon Industries of Boissevain. Michael
attended military college in Kingston, ON and graduated
four years later in 2004. In August 2006, Michael began
his duty of six months in Kandahar, Afghanistan safely
returning in February 2007 and now resides in Ottawa.
Murray continues to drive school bus and runs a feeder
cattle operation.
Roy married Barbara Fraser on Feb. 11, 1956. Barb
was the daughter of George and Ella Children, a Neepawa
lawyer. She had two daughters: Margie and Lynn Fraser.
Roy and Barb have two children: Charlotte Leslie, born
1957, and Richard Lawson, born in 1959. They all attended
Dumfries and Neepawa schools. Roy was a school bus
driver for 15 years. Roy and Barbara moved to Neepawa in
1980 but Roy was kept active with the farming operations.
Margie married Bill Johnson from Gladstone in December,
1967 and they reside in Edmonton, AB and have three children. Jason and Chris live in British Columbia and Trisha
lives in Edmonton. Lynn married Jack Elliott from Eden
in August 1968. They have three children: Nadine (Kevin
Kennedy), children Zach, Keenan, Quinlin and Riley who
reside in Vancouver, BC; Mark (Laura) have children Jaden
and Luke; and Michael (Corrine) have three children,
DeShonn, Nelson and Jackson all of Winnipeg. Charlotte
married Jim Evanyshan of Brandon, in September 1975
and they have two sons: Roy and Cory. Cory has a son
Brolan in Winnipeg. Lawson married Bev Schettler from
Plumas in October 1980. They reside on the family farm
SW 8-14-14 and have three children. Scott is finishing
his diploma in land and water management at Assiniboine
Community College, Brandon. Erin has been accepted to
Minot State University for her masters in speech language
pathology. Jennifer will graduate from NACI in June 2007.
Roy passed away Feb. 11, 2002.
I believe that all of our families are proud to have their
roots originating in the RM of Langford.

in a threshing machine accident. Ice was brought to the
farm every day by Hallboro CNR section foreman, Jim
Cork for Bill’s concussion.
In 1937, Bill purchased all of section 8-14-14 known
as the Dan Hamilton Ranch, previously occupied by Mr.
and Mrs. Tom Richardson. There had only been 40 acres
broken on 31-13-14 and not enough work, so Bill Jr. had
been contemplating joining his Davie cousins who were
working in Flin Flon. This same year, Bill purchased their
first tractor to help along with the horses. This farm is now
the residence of Lawson and Bev Davie. Bill and Roy
continued farming along with their dad. Aime passed away
on Easter Sunday, 1941 at the age of 24.
In 1941, Bill purchased all of section 7-14-14 and also
that year Bill Jr. married Eva Lupier of McCreary. They
took up residence on the newly acquired farm “the former
Gladys Robb farm”. It was on the NW ¼ of this section
that the first Dumfries School was built.
In 1947, an International W6 and a John Deere “D”
tractor were purchased giving Bill Sr. more leisure time
to carry on with his poultry showing and judging which
took him to poultry shows across Manitoba and the United
States. May continued to do her baking, knitting for her
grandchildren and was an active member with the Dumfries
Women’s Institute. They were also able to return to their
beloved Scotland several times and to entertain Scottish
visitors in Canada.
In 1956, Bill and May built a small cottage on NW
6-14-14 retiring there until ill health forced them to move
to East View Lodge in 1976. Bill passed away in 1978 and
May passed away in 1979.
Bill Jr. and Eva raised three children, Darlene Aime,
born 1942, Leslie Wilroy, 1943 and Murray Bruce, 1949.
All attended school at Dumfries and Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute. In 1960, Darlene started working for
Shoemaker-McGillivray Agencies and the boys began
farming with their dad. Eva passed away in 1965. Darlene
lived on the farm, driving to work daily until her marriage
to Warren Gillies of Baldur in 1967. They have two sons,
Alan and Neil. Les married Carole Newton of Neepawa.
They purchased the S ½ 23-14-15 from John and Emily
White. They have three sons, Jason Wilroy born 1974,
Jamie Leslie, 1978 and Cory James, 1979. Jason married
Jamie Simpson from Brookdale in June 2000. They have
two children: Cheyenne Rae Lynn born February 2002
and Riley Wyatt born January 2006. They reside on SE
10-14-15. In 1980, Murray married Heather Welbourne
and they raised two sons: Clinton Wayne born 1980 and
Michael Lee, 1981. Bill Jr. passed away July 14, 1995.
In 1999, Murray and Heather were divorced. On Dec.
22, 2000, Murray married Lisa Braun and welcomed her
two sons Bradley and Nathan. Lisa continues her business (New Hope Health Centre) from their home. They
constructed a new home in 2002 having torn down the old

DAVIES, JAMES THOMAS
James was born in Minnedosa in 1943 to Thomas and
Lillian. He married Theresa Lukin of Neepawa and began
his career as a general contractor. His first job was building the still operating chicken barns. He later, became the
owner of a custom cattle feedlot business and then a realtor/
land developer in Neepawa and Minnedosa. He established
110 Hamilton Place and West Creek Development. Jim
was an active member in Neepawa and Area Development
Corporation, which encouraged and developed business
enterprises in Neepawa. He was involved in developing
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Nellie died Aug. 9, 1961, in Bengough, SK at age

the golf course grounds, coached minor hockey and helped
coordinate the 1976 Summer Games.
Jim has two sons, Allan who married Carol Pasiechnik
and works as a journeyman plumber for Neepawa Plumbing
and Heating. Mitch was the youngest son and presently
works for the federal government in Ottawa, with a masters
degree in commerce. Wife Jennifer and children reside in
Ottawa with him. Jim was blessed with four grandchildren, Dana and Drew (children of Allan), and Andrew and
Kaylee (children of Mitch). He leaves Charlotte Lehman
companion and confidant. A short battle with cancer ended
his life at age 62, in the fall of 2006.
110 Hamilton Place is presently owned and operated
by Allan Davies and West Creek Development is owned
and operated by Charlotte Lehman. His legacy continues
with those he left behind.

89.

DAY, GEORGE EDMUND and ALICE
Submitted by Ron Stevens
On Jan. 29, 1869 George Edmund Day became the
eighth of eleven children born to Rev. Charles and Mary
Day of Hollym, East Riding, Yorkshire, England.
While still in his teens, George, together with his older
brother Thomas Hague Day, emigrated to Canada. George
married Alice Bates on Aug. 13, 1890.
Several years later, Francis came over from England
to join his two older brothers and all three were able to
obtain homestead entries to conjoining quarter sections of
land in the Orange Ridge district in the RM of Lansdowne.
George’s homestead was the northernmost of the three at
NE ¼ 22-17-14W.
George and Alice had two children: Hilda Gertrude,
born Sept. 6, 1904, in Orange Ridge and Alice, born in
Winnipeg in 1906.
At age 88, George died Jan. 8, 1958 in Bridlington,
East Yorkship, England.

DAY, FRANCIS and NELLIE
Submitted by Ron Stevens
The fourth child of Blanche and James Large, Laura
Helena Large was born Mar. 26, 1872 in Adelaide, ON.
At an early age, her father began calling her “Nellie” after
Nellie Blythe and the name stuck.
In 1897, she emigrated to the Orange Ridge district
of the RM of Lansdowne with her brothers Harold 21,
William and family and sisters, Alice Dene 23, and Mabel
Louise 20. Mabel died Dec. 17, 1898.
At age 26, the main attraction for Nellie in the district
may well have been the large number of young men.
One of them was Francis Day, a 27 year old immigrant
from Yorkshire, England and son of a Church of England
clergyman, Charles Day. Francis homesteaded on SE ¼
22-17-14W, just three miles east and half a mile south
of the Large farm. Nellie and Francis were married July
15, 1901. Several years after the advent of the railway in
1903, Francis became a grain buyer in the hamlet of Riding
Mountain, seven miles north of Birnie.
The Day’s had three children:
Mary Louise, born Sept 4, 1902 in Orange Ridge, MB;
James “Jim”, born Nov. 3, 1904, also in Orange Ridge; and
Francis “Frank” born July 5, 1911, in Melville, SK.
In 1916, the Day’s returned from Saskatchewan
to farm the W ½ of Section 13-17-15W, a mile east of
Birnie. In 1926, they pulled up stakes and moved east of
Neepawa to the Union School district, where Mary taught
school.
In the early 1930s, the Day family moved to Pleasantdale,
SK where Mary Louise married Len Campbell on Dec. 8,
1936.
Francis Day died May 25, 1954 in Port Alberni, BC
at age 79.

DAY, THOMAS and ALICE
Submitted by Ron Stevens
The sixth child of Blanche and James Large, Alice
Dene was born Apr. 28, 1875 in Adelaide, ON.
Along with her brothers, Harold and William and
sisters, Nellie and Mabel, Alice Dene emigrated in 1897
to the Orange Ridge district of the RM of Lansdowne. On
June 27, 1901, she married Thomas Hague Day, brother
of Francis who was to marry her sister Nellie on July 15
of the same year.
Born on Sept. 9, 1864 in Langtoft, England, Thomas
Hague Day emigrated to Canada and homesteaded NW ¼
14-17-14W, directly east and south of Francis’s homestead
in the Orange Ridge district. Thomas Hague was the fifth
of nine children born to Rev. Charles and Mary (Hague)
Day of Hollym, East Riding, Yorkshire, England.
Alice Dene and Thomas Hague Day had one daughter,
Catherine, born in Birnie, MB, June 10, 1906.
Unfortunately, Thomas Hague Day never had the
opportunity of seeing his daughter. He died at sea Dec. 14,
1905 at 41 years of age on his way to visit his parents.
At age 34, Alice Dene Day died in Birnie of diphtheria
on Dec. 19, 1909.
Catherine’s maternal grandparents, Blanche and James
Large, then took custody of three-year-old Catherine. She
received her public school education at Orange Ridge
School, four miles from her grandparents’ home.
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Roy and Joyce Marion, arrived in 1941 to complete the
family. Their farm was typical of the farms of that time.
Wheat, oats and barley were the main grain crops and corn
for silage. Horses supplied any needed locomotion and
cattle, pigs and chickens provided the family with food
and spending money.
The “cooler” was down the well or in the icehouse
in the summer and in winter the outdoors provided the
freezer, but no one complained when hydro came through
and coal oil lamps no longer needed to be cleaned each
day or lanterns used in the barn.
The family was active in the district. Bill and George
were butchers for the beef ring and both were active on the
pool elevator board. The family attended Gordon Church
and Gordon School, participated in 4-H and supported the
rink activities.
I’ll update the family members that have moved away
and then come back to our family.
Gladys married David Lewis Jones in 1953.They have
two children: David Ross (1956) and Gladys Elizabeth
(1958). Lewis died in 1973 as a result of a farm accident. Ross married JoAnne Neufeld in 1980. They have
three children: Kyle (1989), Christie (1991) and Richard
(1993). Beth married Larry Macsymic in 1977 (divorced).
They have two children: Amber (1978) and Shaun (1981).
Amber married Greg McKoy in 2006 and they have a son
Aidan (2007). Shaun married Tara Davies in 2005. Gladys
married Gordon Welbourne in 1977. She now resides in
Hartney.
After serving five years in the Navy, Arthur moved to
Winnipeg where he met and married Carol Woodhall in
1959. They have three children: Douglas (1960), Kenneth
(1961) and Sharon (1964). The pull of the ocean, milder
winters and less snow was too much and Art and Carol
moved to British Columbia to be followed by their children
in the 1980s. They were in the motel business for several
years but have now retired and are living in Campbell
River, as is Doug. Ken married Selena Jensen and Sharon
married Craig Moir. Both couples live in Victoria, BC.
Joyce worked for Manitoba Pool Elevators in Winnipeg
for some time. She married Ross Romanyshyn in 1967.
They have two children: Angela (1971) and Todd (1973).
Angela is an occupational therapist with Canadian National
Institute of the Blind and Todd has gone back to university.
Ross is retired so they now enjoy some travelling and more
leisure time.
Roy covered a large part of Manitoba in his work for
Manitoba Pool Elevators. He began at Gladstone in 1962
and worked his way up to a management position in head
office in Winnipeg. He married Veronica Mariash in 1999.
He is now retired and living in Winnipeg where Veronica
works as a nurse in eye surgery. They have a daughter
Christa.

In the mid-20s, Catherine moved to Winnipeg to take
nurses training at the Children’s Hospital. On July 14,
1938, she married Alfred Noble in Winnipeg. They had
two children: Mary Mair Noble and Dene Noble.
Catherine died Jan. 25, 1966 in Winnipeg.

DE BRUIN, FRED and MONA
Fred (Feike) was born in Leeuwarden, Holland on
Mar. 18, 1946. He attended school in Holland, and then
took the required five-year course to become a qualified
butcher.
Mona (Harmanna) was born in Kolham, Holland on
Jan. 19, 1948, moved to Leeuwarden at an early age, beginning kindergarten there at four years of age. All her schooling was at the St. Elizabeth Catholic Girls School.
Mona and Fred were married in Leeuwarden, Holland.
Their daughter Maria Elizabeth Christina Bernadette was
born on Apr. 4, 1967 in Leeuwarden, followed by their son
Erwin Martin, Dec. 17, 1970.
In May of the next year, they opened their own butcher
shop in Makkum, Holland. During the following years,
they worked very hard, eventually planning to emigrate
to Canada.
Jan. 13, 1977 was the date that they arrived in Winnipeg.
It was thirty degrees below zero, Fahrenheit! They lived
and worked in Winnipeg until June 1983, when they moved
to Neepawa to work. In 1984, they purchased Trail Meats,
which they still own and operate.
Berna married Neil Gerald Wareham in 1987. They
have three children: Blayne Kurtis Neil, 1988, Ryen Brent,
1990, and Siara Chantel Maria, 1993. Berna works in the
Neepawa Hospital and Neil works for Trail Meats.
Erwin married Brooke Lorin Blahitka in 1999, and
their son Marcus Alexander was born the same year. Erwin
is general manager of Trail Meats and Brooke is selfemployed as an esthetician.

DE’ATH, GEORGE and MARGARET
Submitted by Bill and Joy De’Ath
George William De’Ath was born in Birmingham,
England in 1886 and came to Canada at the age of 19
after being assistant manager in a Co-op store. His introduction to farm life was in the Sidney area of Manitoba.
George met Margaret Elizabeth Kilgore (1900) and they
were married in 1925 in Neepawa. They took up residence
in the Springhill area where their first three children were
born: William George (1926), Gladys Caroline (1928) and
Arthur Jasper (1933).
After a three year stay in the Osprey district, they
moved to NE 27-13-16 Mar. 15, 1939. Twins, Edward
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but still in sight of the mountains, which is easier said than
done. He is quite artistic and would like to pursue further
studies in that line.
Bill was caretaker at the Mentmore rinks, a member
of Gordon Church board, Pool Elevator secretary for over
25 years, Co-op Implements board member, on several
committees including the Langford History book and
Baptist Church expansion. His battle with polio gave Bill
great determination to return to as normal a life as possible. Bill worked in the post office for several years and is
remembered by many for his friendly ways. After retiring
from the post office, he began doing volunteer income tax
for low-income people, which many appreciate.
Joy has been active in church work - at Gordon Church
until it closed, as well as First Baptist Church in Neepawa.
She was moderator of the Manitoba Area of Baptist
Churches 1990 -1992 and is involved with Baptist Women
and the music ministry in the church. She has been on
Fine Arts Festival committees, sings with the Choraliers,
has been a substitute teacher at NACI and helped plan
community picnics.
Bill and Joy and family were able to travel to the United
States and most of Canada, then Bill, Joy and Gary went
to Australia and New Zealand while Dale and Maureen
were on exchange. The family still keeps in touch with
friends made at that time. Bill and Joy have also visited
Hawaii, China and Europe. On each of our three trips
to Europe, we were privileged to tour several different
countries, even managing to find the De’Ath family home
in Walsall, England. Do you realize how many cathedrals
and castles you can see on one of these trips? We enjoyed
a Caribbean cruise after Bill’s first hip replacement, but
our travels have been limited since then.
Our family has been blessed to live in Canada and in
this area. We are thankful for family and friends, reasonably good health and many conveniences that our ancestors
did not dream of ever having but that we often take for
granted. Let us continue to keep our communities strong
on neighbourliness and caring - physically and spiritually.

George and Margaret retired to Neepawa in1960.
George continued gardening while health permitted and
enjoyed his family. He passed away in 1976. After moving
to town, Margaret became active in the Home League and
Ladies Orange Benevolent Association. She passed away
in 1993.
Meanwhile, back at the farm, Bill is now farming. In
1962, he married a schoolteacher, Joy McCrae of Dauphin.
They have three children: Dale William (1964), Maureen
Joy (1966) and Gary Earle (1972).
Dale graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute in 1982, Assiniboine Community College in 1985
(computer technology) and ACC in 1987(electrical technology). He spent a term in Australia on an International
Agriculture Exchange Association in 1986 and was immediately employed by Manitoba Hydro on graduation in
1987. 2007 marks his 25th high school reunion and 20
years service with Manitoba Hydro. He married Kay
Anderson of Clanwilliam in 2000. In the late 90s, Kay
left the Co-op and decided to take the business course
at ACC and graduated in 2000. She is employed at BJ
Slater Trucking and the Neepawa Banner. Kay is originally
from England, emigrating in 1985, so the connection with
England is being maintained. She is active in Girl Guides.
Since their marriage, Dale has transferred from Brandon
to Shoal Lake and then to Neepawa where they now reside
on their farm.
Maureen graduated from NACI in 1984, then from
University of Manitoba in 1990 (Honours English) and
from Red River Community College in 1992 (Creative
Communications). Maureen also spent a term in Australia
with IAEA in 1986. While her career with the city of
Winnipeg began in 1991, she has been employed as a
research analyst with the Winnipeg Police service since
1994. In 1997, she married Glenn Musgrove, who then
ranched near Halkirk, AB. Maureen and Glenn each lived
in the other’s home province before making their decision on where to call home. While ranching and country
life is still a draw for both, Winnipeg became home after
Glenn attended the Manitoba Emergency Services College
in Brandon and on graduation joined the Winnipeg Fire
Paramedic Service as a firefighter. They have four children: Evan (2001), Kelsey and Jenna (twins 2003), and
Lauren (2005).
Gary graduated from NACI in 1990. He graduated
from Briercrest Bible Institute (1996) after working in the
Calgary/Banff area. He earned his class1 drivers license
and had some interesting trips truck driving before leaving for Japan to teach English second language. On his
return to Canada, he attended Mount Royal College in
Calgary and graduated from computer technology (2000).
His interest in sports proved his downfall as he broke his
leg playing soccer and thus ended his sporting career. He
is living in Calgary but would prefer to be out of the city

DEAR, TEDDY and LYDIA
Submitted by Bill Dear and Gwen (Dear) Tyerman
Our parents, (Walter Edward) Teddy and Lydia Dear,
came to the Armstrong farm in the Glenholm district in
1929. Dad being a farmer, and mother continued to pursue
her vocation as a dress designer in Winnipeg, until family
brought her to the farm on a full time basis. Though she
did not have a farming background she tried her best to
be her husband’s right hand helper. Through the tough
years, she continued to make dresses, often to help make
ends meet and supplement the farm income. It was said
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DENBOW, LARRY and LORRAINE

they had five cents in the house when I was born (at Mrs.
Pettit’s in Arden) in 1936. Bill was born in 1934, when
the thrashing gang was at the farm.
William (Bill) and Gwen both attended Glenholm
School. Bill farmed with his parents. On Feb. 20, 1968
Bill married Louise Linklater of the Cloverdale district
near Selkirk. Louise was born Sept. 21, 1938. We have two
children: Leah Deanne born on Dec. 14, 1968 and Corwin
William born on Mar. 28, 1973. They both attended Arden
and Neepawa schools. Leah is treasurer for the Lansdowne
Recreation Commission and Corwin is employed with
Yellowhead Windows in Neepawa. Bill and Louise took
over the farm in 1973. We operated a dairy until 1988 but
had to sell the Holsteins (Bill’s pride and joy), because he
had developed an acute blockage of the bronchial tubes.
In 1991, we had to retire from grain farming for the same
reason. We sold a quarter of the land and rent out three
quarters. Although Bill can’t work anymore, he still enjoys
being able to live on the farm in the same house he was
born in. Bill is on oxygen now, so his activities are quite
limited but still enjoys life and retirement.
I, Gwen, grew up, as most kids did, getting my hands
dirty with everything on the farm. However, my life was
not to remain on the farm and after completing high school
in Arden, I went on to permit teach at Preston school, west
of Gladstone. This was followed by Teacher’s College and
then, coming to Plumas to teach in 1956. It was there,
I met my future husband, Len Tyerman, also a teacher.
We were married in 1960 (flood time) and I continued to
teach in Plumas. Our three children were born in Neepawa:
daughter Gayle (Arnold) Hogg and grandson Matthew
are in Brandon, daughter Shelly (Tom) Yandeau, granddaughters Chelsey and Kylee and grandson Zachary, all
of Plumas; son Garth and granddaughter Parker of Fort
St. John, BC. I continued to teach for 30 years, the last
five years in Gladstone, retiring shortly before Chelsey
was born in 1990. Len left teaching in 1978 and went
into the insurance business, eventually having his own
business in Plumas. My retirement was cut short in 1992
when Len was in an accident that would change our lives.
I trained to be a broker, however, insurance was not my
thing and the business was eventually sold. We continue
to live in Plumas, with our main entertainment being to
follow the sports our grandchildren are involved in - be it
curling, baseball, softball or football. We travel many miles
to watch them play. They are the joy of our lives and fill
our home with much enjoyment.

Submitted by Larry and Lorraine
Larry Denbow was born in Souris, MB on July 16,
1949. He attended school in Tenby, and later in Plumas.
In 1968, he moved to Winnipeg where he was employed
with Swift Canadian.
Lorraine Denbow (nee Bohn) was born on June 2,
1950 in Gladstone, MB. She attended Cory School and
later, attended Glenella High School. In 1967, she moved
to Winnipeg and became employed with the Canadian
Imperial Bank of Commerce.
On June 20, 1970, Larry and Lorraine were married in
Waldersee Lutheran Church. On Aug. 9, 1977 their first son
Lawnie was born. In September, 1978, Larry and Lorraine
moved to Plumas and purchased the Plumas Solo Store.
On Nov. 28, 1979 their second son Devan was born.
In December, 1997, they moved to Neepawa where
Larry was employed with Springhill Farms and in 2006,
took a job with Gardewine North as terminal foreman.
Lorraine became employed with Agassiz Insurance, which
later was sold to Gill and Schmall Agencies where she is
currently employed.

DENOON, DOUGLAS and JEAN
John Douglas Denoon (1918-2000) son of Donald
Calder Denoon and Elsie May (Trickett) Denoon was
born and raised on the family farm in the Eden district.
Following his schooling, he worked in the area before
entering the army and serving overseas during World War
II. He was injured in a motorcycle accident while doing
convoy duty in Italy, which resulted in his discharge.
Returning to Eden and his wife and daughter, he eventually became postmaster, with Jean helping out a very great
deal. He also was employed by Gordon Stewart, on his
farm, and helped his brother Bill.
He married Roberta Jean Peeler (1923-1987), daughter of Herbert and Margaret (McPherson) Peeler of the
Springhill area. She received her schooling at the Iroquois
School.
Norma Jean, following schooling at Eden, graduating
as a registered nurse, married Stanley Rainkie, son of Peter
and Nancy Rainka of the Glenholm district. They farmed
at Plumas for 30 years, then moved to Neepawa. Their
children are: Mark “Douglas” who lives in Coldstream,
BC with children Christopher and Melissa, and partner
Sandra Wells and her children Kayla, Kristyn and Austin.
He is employed at Coldstream Ranch; Jean-Ann May
Rempel, her husband Ward and sons Clarke and Garett
live in Neepawa where they are both employed; Karen
Leanne Stewart, husband Darrin, son Derrick and daughter Jordan are in Brandon; Allison Lynn married Randy
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Elizabeth Drysdale, the eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
J. W. Drysdale, and together they raised a family of eight,
six boys and two girls, in order as follows: James (Jim),
Ethne, Lewis, Robert, Peter, Ewart, Reva and Morris. A
family reunion held in August, 2006, on the original homestead, saw 96 direct descendents of George and Verna in
attendance.
George was a strong supporter of the cooperative
movement, helping to organize the Arden Co-operative
Elevator Association, being elected to the first board of
directors, and later, serving as president for fifteen years
and upon his retirement was named honorary president. He
served on the board of Neepawa Consumers Co-op from
1935 to 1952. He was secretary-treasurer of the Inkerman
United Church for 21 years and was a charter member of
Arden Independent Order of Foresters Lodge and served
for over 50 years. George farmed in the Inkerman district
for over 58 years, passing away in 1961 near his 80th
birthday.
Verna grew up in the Inkerman district and moved
one and one half miles down the road, to join George in
marriage, seldom straying far from home thereafter. She
was a dedicated supporter of the United Church, being
a charter and life member of the Women’s Missionary
Society (WMS) and later, a life member of the United
Church Women (UCW). She spent her final years in the
Neepawa East View Lodge, passing on in May 1978, in
her 88th year.
Their eldest son, Jim, born Feb. 4, 1913, left school
after Grade 8 to farm full time with his father, and later
following his father’s death, assumed sole ownership of
the home farm. Jim and his wife, Doris, led very active
lives within the local community and province. Jim and
his family of one son and three daughters are covered in
detail in a separate update.
Ethne attended Inkerman School for nine grades and
completed Grade 12 in Neepawa and then attended Normal
School (Teachers College) before teaching for over five
years. In October, 1940, she married Guy Orchard and they
took over ownership and operation of the Arden Ridge
Filling Station, which occupied their time, fifteen hours a
day, seven days a week, for 36 years. Guy and Ethne raised
a family of five girls. The Orchard family is covered in
detail later in this book.
Lewis was born June 18, 1916. Following school at
Inkerman and Arden High School, Lewis apprenticed as a
carpenter with William Stockdale. Lewis married Muriel
Mitchell in November 1940, and they have a family of
four boys. In 1941, Lewis started working for the Neepawa
Consumers Co-op, where he remained until his retirement in April 1981 after forty years of continuous service.
Lewis’s family update is covered separately.
Robert was born Apr. 16, 1918 and attended school in
Inkerman and Arden High School. Following high school,

Dayholos. They, their sons Matthew and Ryley and daughter Lindsay, farm at Plumas on the farm previously owned
by her parents.
“John” Douglas graduated with a degree in engineering. He married Jean Pifko, daughter of Bill and Nell
Pifko of Neepawa. They live on acreage at East Selkirk
where they raised their two children. Kimberly Jean, who
is married to Gary Sternat and with their children Jacob
“Jake” and Anna make their home at Garson, MB and
Michael John William, married Christa Chratynski of
Selkirk. They live in Transcona with their children: Sarah
and Andrew.
Lance Robert James graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
degree. He is also a certified pedorathist and journeyman
painter. He and his partner Wendy Settler make their home
in Winnipeg. Much of Lance’s summer is spent at Kenora,
ON where he is enjoying his favorite pastime ~ fishing.
William Herbert married Lorraine Berry. They and
their children Kathleen Shaun and Ian Calder, are living in
Edmonton, AB. Kathleen and her partner, Cory DeGroyer
have a daughter Keira.
Donald Murray has been employed at Safeway in
Neepawa since graduating from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute. His wife, Kim, the daughter of Dan and Gertrude
Grindle of Neepawa, provides childcare in their home. Their
daughters Michelle and Heather are both in Winnipeg.
Catherine Lynn married Don Bartz from the Brookdale
area. They operate a service station in Brandon where they
live with their sons Scott, James and Andrew.
Richard Allen, who is a mechanical draftsman, and his
partner Judi Chambers make their home in Winnipeg.
Doug and Jean enjoyed living in Eden where they
had many friends and relatives. Community activities,
dancing, camping and fishing, as well as their children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren filled their lives
with many happy and memorable times. Doug continued
to live in Eden following the death of his wife on Oct. 1,
1987, until 1996, when he moved to the Kinsmen Kourts
in Neepawa, then to East View Lodge. He passed away
on Dec. 1, 2000.

DEVESON, GEORGE and VERNA
Submitted by Morris Deveson
The year 2007 marks the 100th anniversary of the
establishment of the Deveson farm on the W ½ 36-14-14
W1. George M. Deveson emigrated to Canada shortly after
serving in the Boer War in South Africa and receiving
his discharge from the British Army, arriving in Canada
in early 1903. George was born and raised in Kent
County, England. After working on farms near Brandon
and in the Inkerman district, he bought his own farm and
settled down to stay. On Dec. 27, 1911, he married Verna
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Blaine. Reva is a member of the Strathclair United Church,
has taught Sunday School, serves on the church board and
is an active member of the United Church Women. She has
been a member of the Strathclair Agricultural Society since
1960 and served as society secretary for 15 years. She is
a life member of both the Strathclair Agricultural Society
and Strathclair Curling Club. Clarence passed away in
April 2002, while Reva continues to live on the home
farm at Strathclair.

he worked at Clear Lake in the early development of Riding
Mountain National Park. Robert married Phyllis Hoddinott
in April 1938 and together have two daughters: Rosemary
and Marguerite. Robert joined the Royal Canadian Air
Force (RCAF) in 1941 and served overseas in England as a
radar technician for three years. Following his discharge in
1946, Robert moved to British Columbia and spent most of
his working career with the Canadian postal service, retiring in 1978. Robert and Phyllis divorced shortly after the
war, and he later married Jean Jepson in British Columbia
and they raised a family of two, a son Kenneth and a
daughter Nancy. Robert’s spare time passion was gardening, which he enjoyed immensely. Robert passed away in
September 2001 and was predeceased by Jean in 1996.
Peter, born Nov. 22, 1920, went to live with his Uncle
Roslyn and Aunt Calista Drysdale, probably when his
younger brother, Ewart, was born. What was intended
to be a relatively short stay, turned out to be a lifetime.
Peter, like all members of the family, attended Inkerman
School until the end of Grade 9, then Neepawa for high
school. Peter served in the Canadian Army from 1942 until
the war ended in 1945 when he received his discharge.
Peter continued to farm with his Uncle Roslyn, eventually
becoming the sole owner of the original J. W. Drysdale
and later, Roslyn (R. J.) Drysdale farm. Peter was an avid
baseball player and spectator, enjoyed curling, excelled at
horseshoes and was a keen hunter of both deer and game
birds. Peter celebrated his 85th birthday in 2005 and he
still resides in the Inkerman district.
Ewart was born Dec. 1, 1922 and attended Inkerman
School. Following school, Ewart farmed with his father
and brother Jim, until he joined the RCAF in 1943 where
he served until his discharge in 1946. During his years
in the air force, he helped build the first landing strip
at Bakers Lake, five hundred miles north of Churchill.
Following the war, Ewart worked at a wide variety of jobs.
He helped build the first Trans Canada Pipeline through
Ontario and later, worked on the development of Lake
Irwin. Ewart drove a truck for Hares Cartage for a number
of years, managed the Neepawa Legion, was head caretaker at the Neepawa Curling Club, and doing what he
probably enjoyed the most, took care of his hobby farm,
raising some livestock and growing a large garden. Ewart
married Doreen White and they raised a family of three:
two sons, Donald and George and a daughter, Candace.
Ewart passed away suddenly in April, 1987, while Doreen
now lives in Kelowna, BC.
Reva was born May 13, 1929 and after school in
Inkerman and Arden and Neepawa High Schools, attended
Teachers College in Winnipeg. She taught school at Path
Head, near MacGregor and at Marney, near Strathclair.
While teaching at Marney, she met and later married
Clarence Martin, a local farmer and Clydesdale horse
breeder. Clarence and Reva raised two sons: Calvin and

George and Verna Deveson family taken in 1942
Front Row, L to R: Verna, Ethne, Morris, Reva, George
Back Row, L to R: Peter, Jim, Bob, Ewart, Lewis
Morris, the youngest member of the family, was born
Feb. 1, 1933. After school at Inkerman and Neepawa
High School, he attended the University of Manitoba,
faculty of agriculture, graduating in 1956. Morris then
started a 37-year career with the Manitoba Department of
Agriculture as the agricultural representative at Hamiota.
After 10 years in Hamiota, he moved on to Brandon for
three years, moving to Winnipeg in 1969 to assume a variety of management roles over the years. For the last 20
years of his career, he served as a branch director and
superintendent of Agricultural Societies for Manitoba.
Morris married Joyce Adams of Gilbert Plains in October,
1958 and they have a family of three: a daughter Arlie
and sons Grant and Ross. Morris is a past president and
life member of the Manitoba Institute of Agrologists.
Upon retirement in 1993, he became active in senior slopitch softball and is past president of the Manitoba Senior
Slo-pitch Tournament League and served as tournament
director for seven Senior Softball World Championship
Tournaments held in Winnipeg. Morris serves as a committee chair for the Red River Exhibition Association while
Joyce volunteered as a coordinator for “meals on wheels”
for 20 years. Both Joyce and Morris are active members
of Windsor Park United Church and the St. Vital Curling
Club, and both enjoy golfing and travel, while residing in
the Southdale community in Winnipeg.
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DEVESON, JAMES and DORIS

Donna (Richardson) and her family are covered in
detail in a separate update.
Joan attended school at Inkerman, Neepawa and Red
River Community College. She was a member of the
Inkerman 4-H beef club and of Inkerman United Church.
Joan worked as a hairdresser in Virden and met her husband,
Lloyd Atchison. They were married in 1967. They own a
successful cow-calf operation near Pipestone. Both Joan
and Lloyd are very involved in community activities. They
have three children: Michelle (born June 15, 1969), Angela
(born Apr. 8, 1971) and Trevor (Oct. 23, 1975). They have
two grandchildren, Amanda and Tyler.
Mavis received her education at Inkerman, Neepawa
and RRCC. She was a member of the 4-H beef and cooking clubs and Inkerman and Arden United Church. Mavis
joined Anemone Rebekah Lodge No. 23 and is still actively
involved with the Rebekahs in Winnipeg. Mavis married
Ron Willson whose father was a former school teacher in
Arden. They have one daughter, Kristine and one grandson, Dylan. Ron and Mavis lived in Ste. Anne for 13 years
and now reside in Winnipeg. Mavis works for the Canadian
Wheat Board and Ron works for the provincial government in the justice department.

Submitted by Mavis (Deveson) Willson
Jim was the eldest son of George and Verna Deveson.
He left school after Grade 8 to farm full time with his
father, and later, following his father’s death, assumed sole
ownership of the home farm, and over the years expanded
from the original half section to 1,280 acres. Jim carried
on the family tradition of service to the community, being
a trustee and secretary treasurer of Inkerman School for
26 years. He was an active member of the Beautiful Plains
(Neepawa) Agricultural Society for over 40 years and
was an active member of Arden Independent Order of
Odd Fellows (IOOF) Lodge for 56 years. He served on
United Church boards in Inkerman and later in Arden, after
Inkerman closed. Probably Jim’s major contribution was
to Manitoba Pool Elevators spanning 35 years, first as a
director and president of the Arden Elevator Association
and later, as a director of Manitoba Pool Elevators for 24
years, where he finished his association as president and
chairman of the provincial board from 1977 to 1980. Upon
his retirement from Manitoba Pool, he joined the Neepawa
Rotary Club as an active member for 13 years. In recognition of Jim’s contribution to the agriculture community, he
was inducted into the Manitoba Agriculture Hall of Fame
on Aug. 11, 1995.
Jim married Doris Ross (born Jan. 18, 1918) the second
daughter of Robert and Susan Ross, in 1936. Doris received
her education at Inkerman and Arden schools. She belonged
to the Inkerman and then Arden United Church. She was
treasurer of Inkerman United Church Women for 25 years.
She received her 50-year membership jewel from Anemone
Rebekah Lodge #23 in June, 1997.
Jim and Doris lived their whole life on the farm at
36-14-14 in the RM of Langford except for the six years
they spent in Winnipeg (though they were home nearly
every weekend). They have six children: Murray (May 4,
1936 – Jan. 2, 1937), Robert (born Apr. 7, 1937), Wayne
(May 2, 1940 – May 26, 1940), Donna (born Aug. 8,
1941), Joan (born Aug. 9, 1943) and Mavis (born Aug.
13, 1953).
Jim was diagnosed with cancer in June of 1993 and
died Sept. 19, 1993. Doris died from cancer on Jan. 27,
1999. They are both buried in Neepawa Cemetery.
Robert received his education at Inkerman and Arden
Schools. Bob was a member of the 4-H beef club and
Arden IOOF Lodge. He attended teacher’s college and
taught until 1969. He then attended Brandon University
and received his Bachelor of Arts and Education. He retired
from teaching in 1980 and went to farm with his brotherin-law and sister. In October, 1995, he married Lydia
Stainer. They presently reside on a farm near Pipestone
and Bob continues to work on the farm. They have two
grandchildren, Cole and Serena.

DICK, KEN and LINDA
Submitted by Linda Dick
Our family moved to Neepawa from Gillam, MB in
April 1997. Ken is employed with Manitoba Hydro. Linda
was employed with Frontier School Division and now
works for Beautiful Plains School Division in Neepawa.
We have been married for 25 years and have three children.
Jason was eleven years of age and in Grade 6 when
we moved to Neepawa. He got involved in lots of sporting
activities including hockey and soccer. Jason also enjoyed
track and field events during his high school years. He
graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute in 2003
and then spent a year in Lingöping, Sweden on a Rotary
student exchange program. While in Sweden, he traveled
to Denmark and many other places including a snowboarding trip to the mountains. He was employed by the Town
of Neepawa as a lifeguard and swimming instructor at
the Neepawa Pool for several summers. He also worked
at the Co-op lumber yard for a short while. After graduating from high school, Jason moved to Winnipeg and
attended the University of Manitoba for a year and a half.
He also gained experience in a few different jobs within the
city including construction work. In December 2006, he
moved out west to Alberta. He is currently living outside
of Edmonton and is working for Integrity Testing Services,
a company that performs several tests on oil pipelines.
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DIETRICH, DEAN and MARILYN

Jason enjoys golf and ball hockey, and especially being
with friends.
Breanna was ten years old and in Grade 5 when the
family left Gillam. She was very involved with figure
skating and competed in several provincial competitions.
She joined the Neepawa Synchronized Skating team and
enjoyed many competitions within Manitoba as well as in
Grand Forks, North Dakota, in Saskatchewan and Alberta.
Breanna got involved in the majority of school activities
and sports. She also served as vice-president of the student
council of NACI and graduated in 2004. She was honored
with top female athlete of NACI in 2004. Breanna spent
a year away from home in Sydney, Australia through the
Rotary student exchange program. It was a fantastic year
of opportunity for her and she is eager to return. Breanna
is currently a lifeguard and swimming instructor for the
town of Neepawa swimming pool for the summer months.
She attends Lethbridge University and is studying in the
faculty of social work.

As a store manager for SAAN Stores Ltd, Dean was
offered the opportunity to move back to Manitoba following
a year of managing a store and living with his wife Marilyn
in northern Alberta. Family and friends were the reason
for the need to move back to Manitoba. In 1989, Dean and
Marilyn moved to Neepawa from High Prairie, AB.
Both Dean and Marilyn were born in Manitoba. Dean
is the eldest son of four siblings of parents, Lawrence and
Wilene (Rody) Dietrich from Roblin. Marilyn is the youngest daughter of five siblings of parents Stan and Myrtle
(Olson) Quesnel of Flin Flon. Married in September,
1978, the Dietrichs have not been blessed with children
but cherish the strong relationships formed with family
and friends.
Dean arrived as manager of the Neepawa SAAN store
and led the move of the store from a shared location with
the Canada Safeway store on Ellen Street to its present new
building location on Mountain Avenue. After the struggle
between being offered several transfers to manage other
SAAN stores and Marilyn’s determination to remain in
Neepawa, it was decided that Dean would seek a career
change. In 1996, an unexpected opportunity arose to work
at the Neepawa Banner, a community newspaper located in
Neepawa. Dean continues to work at the paper as general
manager.
A strong interest in the community led Dean to
get involved in several organizations such as president
of the Neepawa and District Chamber of Commerce
(1992-1995), followed by an eleven year term as town
councilor (1996-2006). Dean continues to be involved in
the local Chamber of Commerce and board member on
the Assiniboine Regional Health Authority and past chair
of Community Futures Westman.
Community involvement is no stranger to Marilyn
as she continues to be involved in the Roxy Theatre
committee, the community owned movie theatre. Anyone
involved in hockey, or hanging out at the local skating
rink, will recognize Marilyn as the admissions person at
the Yellowhead Arena. As well, Marilyn works on a casual
basis for The Neepawa Banner.
Together the Dietrich’s have experienced some changes
since moving to Neepawa and now call Neepawa their
home.

L to R (back): Braden, Ken, Breanna, Jason
In Front: Linda
Braden was just six years old when we moved to
Neepawa. He was in Grade 1 at that time. He is now entering Grade 11 at NACI and is sixteen years of age. Braden
is involved in extracurricular sports at the high school level
including soccer, hockey and track and field. He works at
Neepawa Tire after school and on weekends when he is
not involved in his sporting events. He is enjoying driving
a 2004 silver Grand AM and keeps busy playing sports and
hanging out with his friends.
Ken and Linda both enjoy golfing as members of
“Western Manitoba’s Must Play” golf course and Ken is a
member of the Neepawa No Stars Old Timer Hockey Club.
Downhill skiing in Fernie, BC with family and friends
over spring break has been a highlight for several years.
They both enjoy camping and working in the yard in the
summer months as well as attending the sporting events
of their children.

DILLING, JOHN and JOANNE
Submitted by Joanne Dilling
John was born on Mar. 9, 1929 to Jack and Annie
Dilling. Edwin John (Jack) and his brother, Alfred, came
to Canada from Highhampton, Devonshire, England in
1913. Jack married Annie Louisa Jane Ball in Dauphin
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“coffin ships” where many died of diphtheria and typhus.
After a long journey, they arrived at York, now Toronto,
on Lake Ontario.
John was granted two hundred acres of crown land
near Brock, ON. The family faced many hardships including wild animals, extreme cold and heavy snow in winter,
and swarms of mosquitoes in summer. They only had crude
farm implements to work with. Other members of the
Doble family came to Brock later from Ireland to make
their home in Canada.
In 1880, one of these descendants, William John and
his wife Sarah Jane, decided to move west to Manitoba.
They traveled by oxcart through Emerson, Winnipeg,
Portage la Prairie and on to Neepawa, settling in the RM
of Rosedale.
They had ten children. Margaret Alice and Sanford
Lawrence died as infants. The other children were: Walter
James, Rhoda Anne, Mary Elizabeth, William John, Robert
Wesley, Howard, Maud and Lillian Ruth.

in 1925. Annie was the only child of John and Margaret
Ball, also of Devonshire, England. They came to Canada
in 1910. Jack and Annie owned the harness and shoe repair
shop in Eden until 1944. They retired to Neepawa in 1950.
John is the third of five children born to Jack and Annie.
Eva married Wes Newton, both are deceased, Viola lives
in Winnipeg, John Oliver married Margaret Smith, he is
deceased and Earl is deceased. Jack passed away in 1960
and Annie in 1989.
John applied his hand to many tasks; starting to work
at the age of 16, for Les Graham. John also worked on the
Lake Irwin dam and drove a gravel truck for the Minnedosa
dam project. John worked at Atkins Brothers Garage (later
known as Neepawa Ford). John then, went to work in
Winnipeg for one year at H and C Motors. He then returned
home to begin working for the Town of Neepawa for eight
years on the grader and as a road worker.
While working for the town, John met and married
Joanne Birnie on July 20, 1957. Joanne had worked as
a nurse’s aide in Ninette, MB for three months in 1956,
before returning home and met John. They have three
children: Mary-Anne was born on June 24, 1958, George
was born on Jan. 25, 1960 and James (Jim) was born on
Feb. 12, 1962.
John worked for Matt’s for one year, Clark’s Autobody
for five years, and then John started Dilling’s Service
(garage and body shop) just north of Neepawa where they
lived for 22 years. He also drove a school bus.
When the children were older, Joanne went back to
work. She started at the Neepawa and District Hospital as
a ward nurse, then as a kitchen aide from 1970-1975. In
1980, they closed their business and moved to Neepawa.
John began work at Beautiful Plains School bus garage
until he retired. He continued to drive the school bus for
19 years in total.
John and Joanne sold their house in 2006 and moved
to Kinsman Kourts.
Mary-Anne lives in Altona. George lives in Brandon.
He likes woodworking and makes birdhouses, feeders
and lawn furniture. He also likes mechanical work too.
Jim started working at the Bus Depot at age 15 and then
at Brown’s and Murray’s doing parts and delivery. Jim
worked at Neepawa Ford for 10 years and Ben’s Auto
Repair for 7 years before starting his own business, Jed’s
Repair and Service, in 1998. Jim married Candace Dyck
on Oct. 27, 2005.

Doble Family
Bill, Ralph, Lucille, Norma, Verla
Jessie – 90 years, 2003
The Dobles were hard-working people. They acquired
many acres of land and better machinery. Binders replaced
the sickle and flail used by the earlier Dobles to harvest
grain. It was a familiar sight to see six four-horse teams
hitched to binders cutting grain during harvest on the
Doble farm north of Neepawa. Around 1900, they owned
and operated a steam engine and threshing machine helping other farmers as well as themselves.
They also managed a lumber camp near Laurier, MB.
This provided work for many men. They cleared the land
and supplied lumber for homes and other things. The men
enjoyed card games and violin music after a long day’s
work.
Sarah Jane Doble died in 1918 in Brock, ON at the age
of 74. William John died in Brock in 1925 at the age of 81.
Internment was in Riverside Cemetery, Neepawa.

DOBLE FAMILY
Submitted by Adrea Doble
In the early 1800s, John Doble, his wife and three
children left Ireland to make their home in Canada. They
fled the potato famine and crossed the Atlantic Ocean in
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Jessie and Baden met and fell in love while she was
working for the Dobles. They took over the farm in 1962
and moved to SE 5-16-15 in 1963.
Until the 1950s, there were chickens, pigs, horses, and
a large herd of Hereford cattle. Baden eventually decided
to farm only grain.
Baden was a gifted mechanic so the farm vehicles and
machinery rarely left the farm for repairs. He was more
than happy to take apart a tractor and put it back together
again. In the winter months, Baden traveled throughout
Manitoba selling “Reclaimos” for extra money to support
his growing family.
Jessie was kept busy preparing meals and doing chores.
She always had a large garden and did a lot of canning to
prepare for the coming winter months. She baked bread
three times a week along with pies, cakes, cookies and
cinnamon buns fresh out of the oven before the kids came
home from school.
Even after their children were grown and had left home,
they would gather on the farm to celebrate Christmas,
Easter and Thanksgiving. With grandchildren and greatgrandchildren there were upwards of twenty people at
these meals.
In later years, Jessie and Baden traveled throughout
Canada and the United States with their daughter Norma
Pengelly and her family, but they were always happy to
get home to the farm. Shortly before Baden’s death, he
was heard to say that “The farm is the most beautiful place
on earth.”
Baden and Jessie loved their life on the farm, but nothing was more important to them than their family. Their
legacy of love for each other and for the land lives on.
Verla and her husband Robert Cleland live in Winnipeg
and have two children, Marla and Michael. Marla has two
girls, Anastasia and Michelle, while Michael is married to
Kristie Peters. They all reside in Winnipeg.
Ralph married Irene Popien and they have four children. Bradley lives in Toronto. Christopher and his wife,
Yvonne Sicely, live in Neepawa. Michelle and her husband,
Charlie Westfall, live on a farm in Morden, MB area and
have a son Jesse. Jonathan resides in Edmonton with Mary
Delauder and their three children, Nathan, Jenna Marie
and Thomas.
Norma and her husband, Winston Pengelly, live in
Regina and have two children. Cheri and her husband
Christian Dujarden also reside in Regina. Ashley and his
wife Jody Pighan live in the United States and have two
children, Baden and Sabine.
Lucille and her husband, Lenin Sandy, have two children, Adrea and Addison. He has two girls, Aryanna and
Kiera. They all live in Winnipeg.
William John (Bill) married Muriel Burridge. She died
in 2001. They have two sons, Glen and Cameron. Bill
presently resides on the farm, NW 32-15-15.

The farm was taken over by William John, Wesley,
Howard and Walter. They were widely known as the Doble
Brothers. Wesley and Howard never married and remained
on the farm until they retired. Wesley moved to Lindsay,
ON where his sister Lillian Purvis lived. He died in 1959.
Walter died in Ontario. Howard moved to Vernon, BC
to be near his sister Mary Poole and her family. He died
there in 1974.
William John married Mary Emily Ivey in 1909.
They lived on the farm NW 32-15-15, later moving to SE
5-16-15 in the RM of Rosedale. They had seven children.
Ernest died as an infant and Clifford, while hauling grain,
was killed by a train at the age of 27. Isla never married
and died in 1985 at the age of 66.
Velma married Dr. Harry Little. They lived in
Grandview and Dauphin, MB before moving to the United
States. They adopted two children, Tannis and Craig, who
still live in the USA. Velma died in 1997 at the age of 78.
Lillian died in 2006 at the age of 94.
Phyllis met a Scotsman, Alex McGonigal on the dance
floor of “The Arcade” during World War II. He was a pilot
with the Royal Canadian Air Force and training at the base
in Neepawa. After corresponding for a year, Phyllis flew to
Scotland and married him. They had two daughters, Anne
and Joan, who are married and live in Scotland. Phyllis
lived in Coldstream, Scotland until her death in 2006.
William John and Mary Emily also raised her brother
Arthur’s three children, Donald, Russell and Alma Ivey,
who are all deceased.
William John and Mary’s son Baden Arthur married
Jessie Stefanyshen in 1938. Jessie was born in Glen Hope,
MB in 1913. She was the third oldest of eleven children
and began working outside her home at the age of 14 to
help support her younger siblings.

Baden and Jessie Doble
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DOLDING, DAVID and JOYCE

Jon works as a recreational vehicle technician and Transin
is employed at Northwest Telephone.

Dave was born in Winnipeg, Dec. 10, 1935, to Nora
(Jones) and William Dolding. He moved with his family
to Kelwood, MB at the age of 6 months. His dad operated
a greenhouse and ran a cream truck route. After receiving
his education at Kelwood, Dave worked for a time for T.
Eaton Company and then joined the Royal Canadian Navy.
In 1954, he began working for the Canadian National
Railway in Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia.
In 1964, he left CNR returning to Kelwood to take over
his dad’s truck route. This lasted until 1974 when farmers started selling milk instead of cream, making pickup
unnecessary. At this time Dave began working for the
Neepawa Co-op and later for Neepawa Food Processors
until retiring in 1999. On Oct. 8, 1966 Dave married Joyce
Pelk and they have made their home in Neepawa since that
time. Joyce was born in Neepawa on Sept. 5, 1939, the
third daughter of Caroline (Preisentanz) and Wilfrid Pelk.
She was raised on the family farm at Riding Mountain,
attended school there and in Plumas. After graduating,
she attended Success Business College and worked for a
time as a secretary. Joyce then enrolled in the operating
room technician’s course at Winnipeg General Hospital.
After completing her course, she worked at the hospital
for a time before moving to Calgary to work at the general
hospital there. She was in Calgary for three years, returning to Manitoba to work at the Brandon General Hospital.
In 1966, she moved to Neepawa and began working at the
Neepawa Hospital retiring in 2004.
Dave and Joyce have two children and three grandchildren.
Son Marshall David was born July 10, 1967 in
Neepawa. He graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute in 1986. After working for a time, he became
a long distance trucker. He travels throughout Canada
and the United States. Marshall married Jeannette Joanne
Borchardt on Aug. 4, 1990. Jeannette was born Oct. 30,
1971 in Roblin, MB, the second daughter of Rev. Alvin
and Jean (Kulpa) Borchardt. She moved to Neepawa with
her parents in 1983 from Red Lake, ON. Jeannette received
her schooling in Red Lake and Neepawa. Marshall and
Jeannette make their home in Eden and Jeannette is a
stay-at-home mom. They have three children: Clayton
Marshall Bradley born Oct. 22, 1991 in Neepawa and
presently attends NACI; Dalton Brady born Feb. 22, 1995
in Neepawa; and Robyn Joanne born June 23, 1996 in
Neepawa. Dalton and Robyn attend school in Eden.
Son Jonathon Wesley, was born June 6, 1971 in
Neepawa. He graduated from NACI in 1989. On July 14,
2001, Jon married Transin Park. Transin was born on May
13, 1971 in Saigon, Vietnam. She moved to Winnipeg at
the age of five. She received her education in Winnipeg.
Jon and Transin make their home in Whitehorse, YT, where

DRADER, ALLAN and CAROLE
Submitted by Carole Drader
Carole (Shackel, born in 1942), married Allan Drader
(born in 1940) in Killarney in 1962. They started farming
in Dunrea, then, moved to Beaver in 1964 and to Brookdale
in 1972. We were in the equine industry for 25 years plus
grain farming and are heavily involved in standard bred
racing, square dancing and United Commerical Travellers.
We quit grain farming in 2004, but we still have a few
horses around.
Our family consists of three girls and one boy:
Shaunda, Patsy, Rodney and Deborah.
Shaunda was born in 1964 in Killarney. She attended
school at MacGregor, Brookdale and Neepawa before
going to The Pas to become a dental hygienist. She was
married for 18 years before becoming divorced. She has
a boy, Brett (1989) and a daughter, Michelle (1991). She
is presently employed at Aspen Dental Clinic in Rocky
Mountain House, AB.
Patsy (born in 1966 in MacGregor) married Craig
Wells (born in 1966) in 1988. She attended school in
Brookdale and Neepawa before going to Winnipeg for
a hairdressing course. She in now a teacher’s assistant in
Slave Lake, AB. Craig and Patsy have two girls: Jessica
(16) and Britnay (14). Patsy and Craig have their own
business called Wellsy Consulting with the oil wells.
Rodney was born in 1970 in MacGregor and attended
school in Brookdale and Neepawa. He went to work for
Prendeville Forest Products, came back to the farm in
1999 for five years and now he drives a truck for Stoney
Creek Livestock and Tony Addison. He is divorced but
has two children: Tyler (12) and Jennifer (8). He lives
around Neepawa.

Christmas 2006
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DRAYSON, MERV and MARJ

Deborah was born in 1971 in Portage la Prairie. She
attended school in Brookdale and Neepawa, then went to
Winnipeg to get her pharmacy technician course. She is
presently employed at the Claresholm Center for Mental
Health and Addictions in Claresholm, AB. She is divorced
and has two boys: Roth (8) and Dustin (7).
When the children were at home, they were involved
in hockey, baseball, soccer, football, 4-H and numerous
other activities.
Carole was president of the Manitoba 4-H council in
1988. Allan and Carole are currently president couple
for the Manitoba Square Round Dance and Clogging
Federation, and are the chair couple for the International
Square Round and Clogging Convention in Neepawa in
2007.

Submitted by Merv Drayson
This is a follow up to our history in “First Century of
Langford 1891-1991” pages 271-273.
Following moving to Neepawa in 1984, I still keep
active within the community instructing meteorology to
local Air Cadets, serving on local and regional library
boards and serving on and chairing the Elks Manor board
and the Elks Manor Tenants board.
We have done quite a bit of traveling since moving to
Neepawa. This included a trip to tour England, Scotland,
Wales and Ireland with Jack and Marie Huxley. We returned
to Scotland a couple of years later, to see the world curling in Glasgow. On both these trips, we left the tour after
the event to visit Marj’s cousins in Skipton, England. On
a trip to Austrailia, we met some of our Drayson cousins.
We were accompanied on this tour by Dorothy Babcock
and Bobby Scott from Neepawa. After about 20 days in
Austrialia, we flew across to New Zealand for about a
week. This was a very nice country with lots of sheep
and hills.

DRAYSON, CHARLIE and GLADYS
After raising their family and farming in the Mentmore
district, Charlie and Gladys Drayson retired to Neepawa
to a comfortable home at 602 Mountain Avenue in 1964.
Their story appears in the Langford History Book (First
Century of Langford 1891-1991). For a number of years,
Charlie was always out to the farm during harvest to run
one of the combines. Sadly, Charlie succumbed to cancer
and passed away on Sept. 12, 1972. Gladys was one of
the first residents of Yellowhead Manor, moving there in
November 1974. She enjoyed living there very much with
lots of company, activities and entertainment. After residing there for 10 years and due to failing health, she moved
to East View Lodge in December of 1984. She passed away
very quietly on Mar. 7, 1985.

DRAYSON, ELGIN and SUSAN
After their marriage in 1953, Elgin and Susan resided
in the Mentmore district until 1997, when they retired to
Neepawa. Their story is outlined in the Langford History
Book (First Century of Langford, 1891-1991). They have
both been involved in community affairs, with Elgin, serving 25 years as Langford representative on the board of
East View Lodge, with many years as chairman. Susan has
been involved in a number of organizations, the Neepawa
District Fine Arts Festival, as chairperson of the Associated
Manitoba Arts Festivals, Viscount Cultural Council,
a charter member of the Beautiful Plains Community
Foundation, on the board of the United Church, a long
time choir member and lately as co-chair of the Neepawa
Community Kitchen. For the past 19 years, she has been
honored to be the director of the Springhill Hutterian
Brethren Colony. They enjoy residing at 3 Oak Ridge
Place, on Brown Avenue.

Back Row: Rhonda, Ray, Terry
Front Row: Karen, Merv, Marj and Ellen
In the last few years, we have taken several trips with
our son Terry and his family. On our first trip, we visited
Toronto and enjoyed the view of the city from the top of
the CN Tower. We also made a day trip to Niagara Falls.
On another trip, we went on a train trip to Churchill, hopefully to see some polar bears and caribou, we saw neither.
On a boat trip we saw many whales. We visited the fort at
Fort Prince of Wales. Our latest flight with them was to Los
Angeles, where we rented a U drive van and motored to
Disneyland for an enjoyable Christmas holiday. We visited
Allan Graham, a second cousin who lives in this area and
then we were off to San Diego to Sea World.
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DRAYSON, TERRY and CHERYL

We moved into Elks Manor in 1993. Marj developed
health problems in 2003 which ended with a double bypass
operation in 2004. Since then, she is back knitting and
doing latch hooking for her grandchildren and great grandchildren. In 2006, I was honored to receive the Elks 50
year pin and also the Legion’s 60 year pin. I have had to
give up curling but still enjoy golfing and helping with
combining in the summer and fall.
We are both in reasonably good health and enjoy living
in the Elks Manor.

Submitted by Terry Drayson
On June 15, 1991, I married Cheryl Gwyer of Cordova
and lived on the home quarter of NE 34-13-16. With age
not on our side, we decided to start our family. On Sept
3, 1992, we had our first child, Derek Andrew. On Oct. 1,
1994, we had our second child, Karla Blair. With having a
boy and girl, we decided our family was complete. Since
this time, the kids have kept us very busy with Derek being
in hockey, baseball, golfing, curling, snowboarding, football, volleyball, 4-H, music and many other things. Karla
also keeps us busy with guitar, baseball, 4-H, volleyball,
swimming and mainly downhill skiing in the winter time.
Karla has been a member of the Minnedosa ski team for
the past four years, training and racing as a Nancy Greene
racer. She has now advanced to the JASS MASS level
where she will train and race twice every weekend in the
winter. Some of these trainings sessions will be in the
mountains in British Columbia.

DRAYSON, RAY and KELLY
Adam Jon Dixon, born Sept. 16, 1988, has just graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute, (June 2007).
Adam was a member of the Neepawa 4-H Beef Club. He
also enjoyed curling, golfing and a great social life with
his friends at their cabin. For the past four years, he has
worked at the Agassiz Drive In, Chicken Delight (in Clear
Lake) and It’s Time Promotions. Adam enjoyed his work at
Agassiz Drive In so much that in July 2007, he, along with
support from his family, purchased the Agassiz Drive In.

Kelly, Adam, Theresa, Ray
Cheryl, Derek, Terry and Karla

Theresa Lynn, born Oct. 1, 1987, graduated from
NACI in June 2006. She was active in school activities,
especially band. She played her flute in the school’s major
productions and participated in many band festivals, the
highlight being a festival in Banff in 2006. Theresa was a
member of Neepawa 4-H Beef Club and enjoys golfing and
spending time with her friends. Since graduating, Theresa
has worked for the Town of Neepawa as a lifeguard and as
a member of the Green Team. She also worked at Canadian
Tire in Brandon. She is currently living in Brandon and
continuing her education at Robertson College.
Kelly is working at an insurance agency in Neepawa.
When she is not working there, she is busy helping Adam
at the Agassiz and keeping up the home front with help
from her cat Pumpkin. In 1994, Ray became councilor
for Ward 2 in the RM of Langford. Ray, Kelly and family
continue to live on the family farm near Mentmore.

Cheryl worked for a group of optometrists in Brandon
at Total Eye Care for 13 years. She was the manager for a
number of years, in which time we enjoyed trips to New
York and Bermuda, all courtesy of the optometric practice.
From there, she went to Gill and Schmall of Neepawa
where she was a travel agent for not quite a year. Finding
she missed Brandon, she went back to optometric field at
Varsity Eye Centre. After being there for over a year, she
was offered a job as a sales consultant for CKLQ radio
station in Brandon. She has been with the station for two
and a half years now and is currently a member of the
Rotary Club.
I am still working on the farm with Ray and Darren
where we operate Drayson Bros. Ltd., a mixed cattle and
grain farm. We also run a seed cleaning operation, cleaning and selling seed to mostly local farmers. Over the
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Canadian Armed Forces and trained in Kingston in signals.
He served in Afghanistan with the first Canadian Forces
sent there. He is currently posted to Camp Petawawa, ON
where he and partner Laurie (also in the forces) are raising
son Keegan and Laurie’s sons Zachary and Tyler.
Allan and Helen farmed for many years (on section
28) and moved into Neepawa when they received an offer
on the farm from a young couple looking for a place
to raise sheep. They had a catering business for many
years, the largest project being the Langford Centennial
Homecoming in 1991. After the move to town, two years
were successfully spent operating a restaurant (Me and
the Mrs.). Allan retired from an editor’s position at the
Neepawa Banner in January 2007 but he is still active on
the Roxy Theatre, Beautiful Plains Museum and Beautiful
Plains Archives boards.
See Ray and Janice (with Sumners) stories elsewhere.
Keith married Penny McCartney in 1986 and have
three stepdaughters. His daughter Chrystle is married to
Randy Cousins in Pennsylvania, United States and has one
son Kohl. Keith is a computer technician at Medicine Hat
College. Keith enjoys gardening and seeing what grows
in the semi-arid Medicine Hat area. Penny recently retired
from teaching.
Several descendants of the Philip Drysdale family still
live in the Brookdale/Carberry area. The original homestead land is still in the family, being worked by the grandson of Elizabeth (Drysdale) McLaren.

years, I have been Exalted Ruler of the Neepawa Elks
for three years and the manager for Derek’s hockey team
for a number of years. I am currently the president of the
Neepawa Elks Manor board.
Cheryl and I are very involved with Karla’s ski team.
Cheryl is in charge of fundraising and I assist during the
races on the hill. We are both looking forward to a hot
holiday in Mexico or Cuba in the future.

DRYSDALE FAMILY
The James Drysdale family arrived from Scotland in
1880 and settled east of Neepawa in the Union School
district. Eight children had been born in Scotland and three
more were born in Canada. The family thrived and each
of the sons was given a quarter section when they started
out on their own.
The early histories of the Drysdale families can be
found in “Heritage Neepawa Land of Plenty” and “First
Century of Langford”.
Second son, George, farmed the W ½ of 35-14-14
and eventually also owned the S ½ of 28-14-14, where his
son Wilfred built in 1936. After George’s death, Wilfred
moved his growing family to the larger house on section
35-14-14. Wilfred had a keen interest in fruit production
and worked for many years as an unofficial extension of
the Morden Experimental Farm. He received apple seeds
from selected crosses from Morden for propagation and
testing. One of those apples is now being marketed as
“Prairie Magic”. The farm garden was always a show place
during the summer months with lilies, gladioli, lupins,
delphiniums and other flowers always on display. Wilfred
and Doris eventually took to splitting their entries at the
Horticulture Society shows so that others had a chance at
the aggregate prize. At ages 88 and 89, Wilfred and Doris
realized they could no longer look after three acres of
garden and orchard and moved into Yellowhead Manor
in Neepawa.
Wilfred died at the age of 90 and Doris, after years in
East View Lodge, at age 96. Wilfred’s ashes are scattered
in the orchard beneath the original Prairie Magic apple.
In the intervening years, family members have scattered so that only three of Wilfred and Doris’s family
remain in the immediate Neepawa area.
In Allan’s family, Stephanie graduated from the
University of Manitoba with her degree in social work
(Dean’s Honor Roll). She married Rick Enns and they
now reside in Calgary where Stephanie works in a seniors
rehabilitation centre. James, after graduation, traveled to
Australia on an agricultural exchange and then worked
in Calgary for several years, where in his spare time
followed up his Air Cadet years in Neepawa with service
as instructor at a Calgary squadron. In 2002, he joined the

DRYSDALE, RAY and COLLEEN
Submitted by Ray and Colleen Drysdale
Ray Douglas was born Mar. 16, 1944, second son of
Wilfred and Doris Drysdale. He took his early schooling at Union and Inkerman Schools. He then, attended
high school at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. He
was involved in the school marching band and also in the
local 4-H club. He was involved in the Neepawa Junior
Rifle Club for many years. He farmed for several years
and drove a school bus for 11 ½ years. He is presently
employed at Neepawa Dry Cleaners and Laundromat.
Colleen Bernice was born Apr. 10, 1955, only child
of G.W. (Bill) and Isabel Cotton of Brandon. She took all
her schooling in Brandon and then attended Red River
Community College (Winnipeg) and graduated as a
licensed practical nurse in June 1974. Her working years
took her to Neepawa, Brandon and then back to Neepawa,
where she was employed at East View Lodge for the past
28 years, until retiring in April 2007.
We were married in Brandon on Apr. l 7, 1979 and
have three children: Michelle, Kimberly and Scott.
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DUNCAN, JAMES ANDREW

Michelle Lynn was born in Neepawa Dec. 12, 1980.
She attended Hazel M. Kellington School and NACI graduating in 1999. She enjoyed three months in New Zealand
in 2002. She then attended Brandon University and graduated with her Bachelor of Arts (honours degree) majoring
in anthropology, on May 26, 2007.

James Andrew Duncan was born in Campbelton, NB
in 1861, the third child of James and Jane (McDonald)
Duncan who emigrated to Canada from Ireland.
In 1883, James married Catherine Rimmer from
Liverpool, England, whom he met while she was working
in the United States. They have eight children: William,
Annie, George, Catherine, Alice, Lily, Theresa and
Joseph.
The family resided in Arden east of the railway tracks
in a green and white trimmed house. The Ferg family were
good neighbours. Mrs. Duncan and Mrs. Ferg assisted each
other when their children were born.
James was a section foreman for the Canadian Pacific
Railway and was stationed in Arden for many years.
He tried farming for a period of time but found that he
preferred working for the railway compared to the challenges and uncertainty associated with farming.
An anecdote about James was referenced in The
Lansdowne Story written by A.F. (Dick) McKenzie in
1967. “There were few fences and cows were frequently
wandering on to the right-of-way and being killed.
Consequently, Duncan hated cows because when such an
accident happened he had to bury the animal. Usually, he
kept his own cow tethered. When, one day, the train engineer informed Duncan that a cow had just been killed on
the track and that it should be removed at once, Duncan
exclaimed: ‘Good! I wish they were all dead. I would have
less trouble.’ But when he was informed that his own cow
had slipped its tether and had got in the way of the train,
he was perturbed, to say the least.”
James was transferred by the CPR to Winnipeg where
he and Catherine continued to reside during their retirement years.
William married Alice Kress and resided in St.
Boniface, MB for many years.
Annie married James Gardiner of Woodnorth near
Virden.
George married Beatrice Sneesby. He was a teacher/
principal and taught high school in Winnipeg until 75 years
of age.
Catherine Rimmer Duncan was born Nov. 21, 1892.
Kate (Catherine) became a teacher and taught at Franklin
and Ivanhoe Schools prior to her marriage to Melville
Ritchey in 1914. They farmed initially in the Helston
area and later on the Arden Ridge. Catherine passed
away in June of 1980 and is buried in Riverside Cemetery,
Neepawa. Alice married August Vopni and Lily married
Arni Vopni. Theresa married Arthur Berry. Joseph married
Laura Lalonde.
The descendants of the Duncan family hold special
memories of their family’s roots and experiences in
Arden.

L-R: Ray, Kim, Scott, Jenny, Michelle and Colleen
Drysdale (March 2007)
Kimberly Rae was born in Neepawa, July 20, 1982.
She attended HMK and NACI, graduating in 2001. She
graduated from the travel consultant course (Winnipeg) in
June 2002, and worked at the Great Canadian Travel Co.
for 1 ½ years. With the events of the 911 tragedy in New
York, she left the industry and enjoyed working at Clear
Lake in the summers. She is presently living and working
in Winnipeg.
Scott Douglas was born in Brandon Feb. 27, 1984.
He attended HMK and NACI, graduating in 2002. He
attended Assiniboine Community College and graduated
in June 2004, with his heavy duty technician course. He
is presently working as a parts representative for Peterbilt
Canada (Brandon). He married Jenny Lynn Murray of
Lyleton on Mar. 17, 2007 in Las Vegas, Nevada.
We all enjoy our summers at our family cabin at Clear
Lake.
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DURSTON, BOB and CAROLYN

Regional Health Authority and Brett works in computers
with On-Line Canada.
Bob was agriculture representative in Neepawa for 28
years, retiring in December 2003 to devote more time to
mayoralty duties and Rotary. Bob served as a town councilor for 21 years and then as mayor beginning in 2002.
As well as municipal interests, Bob has been involved in
many other activities in Neepawa. He became a Rotarian in
1976 and has served on the local executive and the District
Council as short term exchange chairman for more than
ten years. He became the treasurer of the United Church
in 1976 and continues to hold this position today. Through
work, Bob was active with groups such as the Agriculture
Society, the Horticultural Society, and 4-H. Bob has also
been an active community volunteer with minor hockey,
band boosters and safe grad.
Carolyn has been a homemaker and began private
music teaching in 1977. She became the organist at
Neepawa United Church in 1978 and continues to provide
this service today. Carolyn also joined the Choraliers in
1976 and became the conductor of the group in 1977, a
position she continues to fill. In 1986, Carolyn enrolled in
the School of Music at Brandon University, graduating in
1993 with Bachelor of Music, Education Specialist (voice)
and Kodaly III Certificate. Carolyn has also been an active
volunteer provincially and locally in youth activities such
as the nursery school and the figure skating club, and in
cultural groups such as Neepawa and District Fine Arts
Festival and Viscount Cultural Council.
The Durston’s have always appreciated the many
opportunities available to all the citizens of Neepawa
regardless of age or interests. It is indeed a land of plenty
and of opportunity!

Bob and Carolyn Durston moved to Neepawa in
November 1975 from Pilot Mound. Bob had accepted the
position of agriculture representative with the Department
of Agriculture, and Carolyn was a music teacher and
homemaker.
Robert George Durston was born Aug. 25, 1944 in
Dauphin, MB, eldest son of Howard Delbert Durston and
Elizabeth Isabel (Hunter) Durston. Bob’s formative years
were spent in Dauphin and he completed his secondary
schooling there.
Carolyn Margaret (Sutter), eldest daughter of Benjamin
Duke Sutter and Margaret Thomson (McInnes) Sutter was
born Feb. 27, 1946 in Winnipeg. Carolyn spent her formative years in Souris, MB and completed secondary schooling there.
Bob and Carolyn met at the University of Manitoba
where Bob was enrolled in the Faculty of Agriculture
and Carolyn in the Faculty of Arts. They were married
in Souris on Aug. 24, 1968, and lived for four years in
Shoal Lake where Bob was the agriculture representative
and Carolyn taught at Rossburn Collegiate. They spent
a year in Colorado where Bob completed a Master’s
Degree in Continuing Education, moving to Pilot Mound
on their return. After two years in Pilot Mound where son
Christopher Robert was born Oct. 14, 1973, they moved
to 31 Whitmore Crescent in Neepawa where they continue
to reside today.
Son, Jeffrey Sutter, was born Apr. 13, 1976, and daughter, Sara Lynn, was born Apr. 10, 1979. All the children
completed secondary schooling in Neepawa and were
one-year Rotary Exchange students following Grade 12
graduation. Chris went to Los Mochis, Mexico, Jeff went
to Belleville, Argentina, and Sara went to Carlos Casares
in Argentina.
Chris graduated from the U of M in computer science
(1996) and married Yvette Acosta from Los Mochis
in February 1999. They have two children: Anthony
(November 1999) and Angela (October 2001), and reside
in Winnipeg where Chris is employed in the information
technology department at Investor’s Group and Yvette is
a homemaker.
Jeff graduated from the U of M in computer science
(2000) and married Kristy Guzzell in October 2003. They
live in Winnipeg and Jeff works in the U of M computer
science department and Kristy is employed at Investor’s
Group.
Sara graduated from the U of M with Bachelor of
Arts, Linguistics (2002) and from McGill University with
Master’s in Speech Pathology (2004). Sara married Brett
Turner in August 2001 and they now reside in Calgary
where Sara works as a speech pathologist for the Calgary

DUSECINA, JOSEPH SR. and ANNA
Submitted by Ann Dusecina
Joseph and Anna and their son Joe were born in
Slovakia.
In 1924, Joseph departed for the United States, but
before reaching its shores, the United States closed its
doors to all immigration, and so he ended up in Halifax
instead. Now what to do? He took a chance on writing to
Slovak friends in Fort Frances, ON, enquiring that if he
came there, was there any work. They responded in the
affirmative. So it was on to Fort Frances, and there to a job
at a bush camp, in January, with snow galore! Fortunately,
a month later, he landed a job in which he was experienced
in, with John East, a building contractor, for whom he
worked for the next six years and for whom he had much
respect, describing him as a very good employer and a very
just man. Here (in Fort Frances) Joseph went to evening
classes to learn English.
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DYCK, JAKE and MARGARET

When enough money was saved, he bought a farm
in Manitoba (SE 8-16-16 in Clarksville School district),
which availability was brought to his attention by another
Slovak Mr. Michael Kolesar, Sr. and so now it was possible
to bring his family over.
Anna with young Joe (age 9) left for Canada in
1931. It was also a trip fraught with much anxiety when
in Antwerp, Belgium; they were detained when health
authorities spotted a red spot on Joe’s head, which took a
month to clear up. Government records at Pier 21, Halifax,
show that upon arrival in Quebec City, they had only $2.00
on them.
To be starting out in a new way of life - farming and
especially when the country was in the throes of the great
depression, was a challenge, to say the least.
Both Joseph and Anna were very hard and very determined workers. Even in winter, for Joseph there was no
respite, for he would take off, for a month or more at a
time, for the bush (north of Mountain Road), to cut wood
and saw lumber.
The size of the family increased with the arrival of
Ann in 1932 and Mike in 1934.
Joe, while he transitioned well at school (Clarksville),
picking up English quickly, he did not, to living on a farm.
Nevertheless, at age 14, he opted to go on to high school,
and ended up a bachelor farmer. From initially having a
lackadaisical interest in farming, he, at the age of 28, did
an about turn, when he started to work very hard, to the
point where it became an all-consuming passion, ending
up with him owning and working as long as his health
allowed, five quarters!
Ann’s primary schooling was at Clarksville, Grade 9 at
Springhill, and Grades 10 and 11 at Neepawa Collegiate.
She graduated from Success Business College, Winnipeg,
as a stenographer and she never married. After working in
Winnipeg for 8 years and in Toronto for 31, in 2007 she
has now been retired for 16 years in Toronto.
Mike, after attending Clarksville, stayed on the farm
and got married, but after a few more years on the farm,
he and his family relocated to Thompson, MB. Ever since
retiring from INCO in 1993, he and his wife Elizabeth have
been living in Winnipeg.
Joseph was so grateful to the then-Liberal Government,
for allowing him to stay in Canada, that come election
time, he always voted Liberal! Joe, on the other hand, just
to be ornery, always voted Conservative!
Joseph died in 1951, Anna in 1973, and Joe in 1997.
All three are interred at Riverside Cemetery, Neepawa.
(For more history see the Polonia history book “Along
the Hills to the Valley” page 143.)

Submitted by Mary Dyck
Jake was born on Mar. 18, 1935, the sixth child of
Henry and Helena Dyck in Gladstone. They lived on the
Sam Stinson homestead in the RM of Lansdowne where
Jake attended Florence School. Around 1952, the Dyck
family moved to the Banman homestead. Jake worked in
the logging industry in British Columbia and Pine Falls,
MB and also as a farmhand. In 1958, he met his bride-tobe, Margaret Kube.
Margaret was born and raised south of Thornhill, west
of Morden. Margaret attended Alexandria School, a rural
school, south of Morden. Margaret worked at the poultry
plant in Morden. On April 4, 1959, Jake and Margaret were
married. Jake worked as a mechanic from 1959-1977 and
then as a carman for the Canadian National Railway until
1996, when he retired.

Jake and Margaret Dyck
Around 1976, Margaret worked at Ackland’s in
Winnipeg on accounts receivable for three years. She then
worked for 13 years as a bus driver for the Transcona
School Division and finally at ACL in Beausejour with the
mentally challenged until retirement.
After retirement, Jake and Margaret moved to Plumas
from 1996-2001 and then to Arden where they presently
reside. Between gardening and yard work as well as main336

Dyck, Ashley Dyck, Shelby Dyck, Vince Dyck, Joey Dyck,
Brandi Dyck, Ethan Dyck and Jordan Van Damme.

taining the Anglican Church tower, which is in their yard,
they keep themselves busy but always have time with
friends and neighbours for a cup of coffee or tea.
Jake and Margaret have seven children: Natalie
Pauline, Corrine Dale, Norine Dawn, Colin Wade, Kevin
Otto, Angela Rose and Lawrence Ernest.
Natalie Pauline, born Sept. 28, 1959, married Daniel
Harrison. They have two children. She remarried to Bill
Granger and have two children.
Corrine Dale, born Dec. 14, 1960, deceased Feb. 16,
1961 and is buried in the Elmwood Cemetery in Fort
Garry.
Norine Dawn, born Dec. 19, 1961, married John
Kehler. They have two sons.
Colin Wade, born May 8, 1963, married Bernice
Thorsteinson, have one daughter. He remarried to JoAnne
Wolf and have two children.
Kevin Otto, born July 3, 1968, married Barbara Wiebe
(daughter of the late Menno and Ann Wiebe). They have
three daughters.
Angela Rose was born Aug. 20, 1970, and has three
children.
Lawrence Ernest born Aug. 10, 1972, married Nikki
Meyer. They have two sons and a child on the way.

DYCK, JOHN and LORRAINE
Submitted by Lorraine Dyck
John W. Dyck was the only son of Peter and Sarah
Dyck, he was born in February 1930 in Haskett, MB. He
was raised on various farms from Morden to Gladstone and
loved the life of a farmer. His parents eventually moved to
Hallboro, then to Neepawa, where Peter started a grocery
delivery service, and John worked with his father. John met
Lorraine Tanner at a barn dance and in May of 1953, they
were married, and John continued to work for his father,
until he joined the Army in 1954 and was transferred to
Valcartier, QC in that same year. After the birth of their
first son Daryl, Lorraine joined him in Quebec, for the
next three years, where another son Allan was born. They
enjoyed their life in Quebec and at the end of John’s tour
of duty decided to return to Manitoba to pursue the dream
of farming.
They returned to Neepawa in 1957 and John worked at
various jobs while saving up to buy an acreage. During this
time they had two more sons, Norman and Lionel. Both
he and Lorraine worked at Swifts Processing Plant and
he eventually became grocery manager for Reg Williams
Tom Boy. Finally, in 1961, John and Lori bought their
land 18-15-13 in Arden, MB. when a fifth son Perry was
born. John and Lori farmed grain and cattle, for 23 years
and had three girls Alyson, Lisa and Candace. In 1984,
heart problems led to the eventual sale of the farm they
loved and a move to a small acreage seven miles south of
Neepawa. John worked for a highway construction crew
till an accident finally made him retire. Lorraine worked
at the Breaker 16 Restaurant, then Happy Bills Car Wash,
until her own retirement. Farming still ran through their
veins and they sold their acreage in Neepawa and bought
a smaller acreage in Helston. The new crops they planted
were in their garden and the perfect lawn, and you would
be hard pressed to see a weed in their garden.
John and Lorraine have eight children:
Daryl, born August 1954, married Darlene Wood of
Plumas, and they have three children. Rebecca, who lives
in Minnedosa, Jennifer who is in University of Edmonton,
AB and Cody who is currently in high school. Daryl works
for a farmer in Arden and Darlene works as a health care
aide at East View Lodge. They live in Neepawa.
Allan, born December 1955, joined the armed forces
and worked as a line man there until he retired as a corporal, and continues in this line of work in Calgary. While in
the forces, he spent time in Germany, Israel and Bosnia.
Norman was born in July 1957, and married Jackie
Sawyer in 1998 and they have one daughter Sandy born

Back Row: Jake, Bill Granger, Tina, Colin, Kevin,
Angela,
Front Row: Margaret, Natalie, Holly, Daniel, Lawrence,
Billy, Norine, Mark Dyck, Mark Granger.
Our grandchildren and great grandchildren are Daniel
Harrison with children Taylor and Dominic, Holly Harrison
with children Morgan, Trinity and Ashlynn, Brendon
Kehler, Mark Granger, Billy Granger, Mark Dyck, Tina
Dyck with son Oden, Kurt Dyck, Naomi Dyck, Megan
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time. Sarah worked out cleaning homes while taking care
of their own. Peter and Sarah have eight children.
Helen married Gerald Drayson. They have eight children: Kenneth (deceased), Beverly, Donna, Glen, Patricia,
Leanne, Phillip (deceased) and Jay. Gerry and Helen lived
in Winnipeg. Helen passed away in 1976. Gerry moved to
Mentmore and lived there until his passing in 1984.
Johnny married Lorraine Tanner and they have eight
children: Daryl, Allan, Lionel, Perry, Alyson, Lisa and
Candace. John and Lorraine lived and farmed in Arden
until retirement. They moved to the Neepawa area and then
to Helston. John passed away in 2000. Lori now resides
in the Neepawa area.
Elizabeth (Betty) married Norman Stout of Winnipeg
and have six children: Valerie, Marilyn (deceased), Debbie,
Cheryl, Laurie and Shelly (deceased). They are living in
Winnipeg and are retired.
Marina married Raymond Bissell of Winnipeg and
have five children: Brenda, Linda, Cathy, David and
Caroline. Ray passed away in 1999. Marina is retired and
living in Winnipeg.
Rita married Arnell Sundelin and have one son, Jason.
They reside in Winnipeg.
Doris married John Sadelack and have four sons:
Derek (deceased), Mark, Timothy and Drew (deceased).
They still work and live in Calgary, AB.
Annette married Albert Toyne and have three children:
Keith, Larry and Tracy. They live in Water Valley, AB.
They work in the area.
Judith married Ernie Williams and have two children:
Patrick and Krista. They later divorced and Judy married
Harry Hillier. They have separated and Judy lives in Lebau,
MB.
Peter passed away on March 5, 1986. Sarah remained
in their home until she was injured in a fall. She then moved
to Winnipeg in 1998 to a senior’s apartment complex,
where she still resides on her own. Sarah will be 99 years
old on July 7, 2007.

in 1999. Norman works at Yellowhead Arena and hall, as
well as Happy Bills Car Wash. Jackie works at the West
Way Inn Motel. They live in Neepawa.
Lionel was born in May 1959, and married Carol Ellis
in 1979. They divorced in 2002. Lionel has two boys: Evan
who is married to Carla Stanley and has a stepson Steven.
Evan works for Wright Farms and lives on a farm in the
Wellwood area; Ryan, Lionel’s youngest son, lives and
works in Minnedosa. Lionel works for Hart Farms and
lives on a farm in Brookdale.
Perry was born in November 1961 and married
Karen Wareham in 1991. They have two children, Eric
and Megan, who attend school in Neepawa. Perry works
as a parts salesman at Bayes Equipment and Karen and
her sister Brenda own and operate Your Dollar Store with
More in Neepawa.
Alyson was born in December 1963, and married
Denis Decroliere of Oak Lake, MB, in 1991. They have
four children. Melissa who married Mike Rasmuson, live
in Midale, SK. Justin is in high school in Virden, Devan
and Tanner are in school at Oak Lake. Denis owns Deco’s
Custom Corral Cleaning Service and works at the Oak
Lake Arena. Alyson is in the maintenance department at
the Virden high school.
Lisa was born in December 1965. She married Brien
Walsh of Gladstone in November 1985 and they have
one daughter, Sabrina, who works as a health care aide at
Third Crossing Manor, Gladstone and is engaged to marry
Steven Watson in July, 2007. Brien works in maintenance
at East View Lodge and Neepawa Hospital, as well as
teaching first aid. Lisa works at Harris Pharmacy Ltd.
They live in Neepawa.
Candace was born in February 1968 and married Jim
Dilling of Neepawa. They own and run Jed’s Repair and
Service in Neepawa. Jim is an automotive technician and
Candace works with him keeping the books.
In April of 2000, John passed away and Lorraine sold
the Helston acreage and moved to Neepawa to be closer
to her family.

DYCK, REV. JACOB E. and HELENA
DYCK, PETER and SARAH

Submitted by Margaret Dyck

Submtted by Lorraine Dyck
Rev. Jacob E. Dyck was born in Russia on Jan. 14,
1874 and died in Winkler, MB on Aug. 20, 1949.
They lived in the Wakeham district of Morden until
1934. They then moved to the RM of Lansdowne and lived
here for several years. When poor health over took him,
they moved back to Winkler.
Their children were: Jacob, Isaac, Helena (mother to
Jake Ernest Dyck), Mary, Peter, Sara, Elizabeth, John,
Anna and Katharina.
Jake Ernest and Margaret Dyck have family history
on both sides dating back to 1818.

Peter Dyck was born Mar. 13, 1906. Peter was
one of eight children born to Jacob and Helen Dyck of
Haskett, MB. Peter married Sarah Gerbrandt and moved
to Gladstone in 1933/34 to farm. They moved to Hallboro
in 1947, where Sarah used to ride the train to town to
shop, and eventually to Neepawa in 1949. Peter worked
at Murray’s of Neepawa, then purchased his own grocery
delivery service and drove a school bus until his retirement.
Peter likes to paint pictures and play violin in his spare
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EBNER, HARVEY and BETTY

Betty won the Senior and Ladies’ Golf Club
Championship in 2007. She has been involved in the
Lionelles and Kaleidoscope for many years, while Harvey
has been in Lions for 17 years.

Submitted by Betty Ebner
Harvey Ebner was born on Nov. 12, 1945, in Wynyard,
SK, the fifth child of Raymond and Eleanor Ebner. Betty
McFadyen was born on Sept. 26, 1950, in Brandon, the
third child of Clarence (Mac) and Dorothy McFadyen.
Clarence was born Jan. 7, 1915, the fifth child of Dan
and Marjory McFadyen of Eden. Dorothy (Osborne) was
born on May 14, 1919, the third child of Elwood and Edith
Osborne of Eden.
Harvey and Betty were married on Oct. 7, 1972 in
Brandon. They lived in Minnedosa, where Harvey worked
for the Department of Highways, and Betty taught at
Hazel M. Kellington School in Neepawa. They moved
to Neepawa in 1974, when Harvey became a partner in
Hainstocks Mens’Wear, which later became Ebners Mens’
and Ladies’ Wear, until 1986. At this time, Harvey bought
Boston Pizza in Dauphin, which he managed for one
year. In 1987, Harvey started working for Prudential Life
Insurance Company, where he was employed until 1991.
In 1991, Harvey bought Agassiz Insurance in Neepawa,
which he owned until 2003. At this time, he sold it to Gill
and Schmall Agencies, where he is presently employed.

EDWARDS, THOMAS and FREDA
Father, Thomas Arthur, mother, Freda Lucille, and
children: Cheryl Lynn, Maureen Elizabeth and Graham
Arthur.
Thomas was born in Roblin, MB in 1927. He worked
for 12 years for Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting
Company in Flin Flon, where he met and married Freda
McIntosh. He went to normal school and finished his
Bachelor of Education, and retired in 1988 from Beautiful
Plains School Division.
Freda was born in Flin Flon in 1931. She graduated
with her registered nurse degree from Victoria General
Hospital in 1952, and nursed at Dauphin, Flin Flon,
Winnipeg, Hartney, Neepawa Hospital and East View
Lodge.
Tom and Freda were married in Flin Flon in 1955.
Cheryl was born in 1959, in Flin Flon. She received her
education in Neepawa and started her banking career in
the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce in Neepawa
and then with the Royal Bank of Canada and has remained
with them for 25 years. She is presently a senior account
manager in the 18th Street branch in Brandon. Her
daughter, Rachelle Anne Auger, was born Oct. 3, 1987,
in Brandon. Rachelle lives in Brandon and is attending
Brandon University. Cheryl and partner Neil Yanz reside
in Souris, MB.

Ebner Family
Harvey and Betty have three daughters: Sherry was
born on April 29, 1977, Julie was born Oct. 9, 1980
and Joanna was born on Sept. 25, 1982. Sherry married
Andrew Walker, the third child of Robert and Betty Walker
of Neepawa, on July 26, 2003. Julie married Lewis Rempel
on Sept. 30, 2006.
Harvey and Betty have enjoyed many sports activities through the years. Harvey played hockey for the
Neepawa Natives from 1967 to 1974. He started golfing
in Minnedosa when he was 17 years old. He has been the
Neepawa Men’s Club champion numerous times. He also,
won the Senior Championship Flight at the Clear Lake
Tamarack in 2002, 2003, 2004 and 2005, as well as many
other rural tournaments over the years.

Maureen Elizabeth was born in Deloraine in 1963. She
received her education in Neepawa, graduating in 1981
and attended Brandon University, where she received her
Bachelor of Education in 1985. She began her career with
the Frontier School Division and after three years, moved
to Toronto to continue her teaching with the Toronto
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years. She received her CMA (Certified Management
Accountant) designation on Oct. 20, 1990. On May 16,
1992, Brian and Judy were married in Brandon. Brian
received his MBA (Masters of Business Administration)
a week after the wedding.
Brian worked at Northstar Seed Ltd. as retail manager
for ten years. In the summer of 2006, Brian changed jobs
to Farm Credit Canada in hopes of spending more time
with his growing family. Judy works part-time for Meyers,
Norris, Penny. Brian is a member of the Neepawa Rotary
Club and both Brian and Judy are active members of the
Neepawa United Church.
David Earle, older son of Brian and Judy, was born
Sept.16, 1998. He attends Hazel M. Kellington School
and is enjoying it immensely. He enjoys guitar lessons,
Bionicles and Pokemon.
Victoria Jade (Vicky), only daughter of Brian and
Judy, was born on Aug. 23, 2000. She attends HMK and
absolutely loves it. In her spare time she takes Highland,
Irish and Celtic tap dance lessons, singing lessons and
piano lessons. She is a very busy lady but still has time
for friends, this is very important to her.
Dale Joseph John, younger son of Brian and Judy,
was born Aug. 27, 2003. Dale started at Neepawa nursery
school in the fall of 2007 and is very excited about it. He
also wants to learn to skate, has started skating and loves
it. He plans to play hockey when he gets bigger.

School Division. She has been a member of the Toronto
Mendelson Choir for 17 years.
Graham Arthur was born in Neepawa in 1970. He
received his education in Neepawa, graduating in 1988
and attended BU and received his Bachelor of Education
in 1995. While teaching in Lynn Lake he met and married
Roberta Webb in 2001. They presently live in Onanole.
Graham teaches in Erickson and Roberta nurses for the
Regional Health Authority.
Tom and Freda are retired in Neepawa, but enjoy their
summer home at Denare Beach, SK.

ELGERT, BRIAN and JUDY
Submitted by Brian Elgert

ELLIOTT, RON and LORNA
Submitted by Lorna Elliott
Ron was raised in Lenore, MB and I was raised at
Napinka, MB. We married in March, 1970, and lived in
Brandon for 11 years before moving to Neepawa. I was
surprised to learn that a Dr. Bugg had lived and worked
in Eden, as my maiden name was Bugg, and have discovered that he was a distant relative of my grandfather. We
have used previous history books at the library to learn
about him. They are an important source of information
for everyone to use and enjoy.
Ron and I moved to Neepawa, July 1, 1983. Ron had
taken a job with Agri-Ease Equipment as parts manager.
We lived on Bradley Boulevard until September 1986,
when we bought the Yellowhead Nursery on Highway No.
5. We sold trees, shrubs and bedding plants. We ran the
nursery until the spring of 1993, when we were bought out
by the Department of Highways to widen the highway. We
truly enjoyed the nursery business and got to meet people
from all over Canada.
We moved into town to William Street in May, 1993
and still reside there. Ron is employed with the Assiniboine
Regional Health Authority and has been with them for
over 10 years. He worked in maintenance at East View

Brian and Judy, Vicky, Dale and David in front
Brian and Judy Elgert officially moved to Neepawa
in September, 1996. Brian had started work for Northstar
Seed Ltd. in January but Judy stayed in Winnipeg until their
house was sold. Brian David, son of Doris and Dave Elgert
of MacDonald, was born Nov. 29, 1957. Brian attended
school in MacDonald and Portage la Prairie. After high
school, Brian attended University of Manitoba in Winnipeg
obtaining his Bachelor of Science in Agriculture degree.
Judith Charlene, only daughter of Earle and Helen Hall of
Brandon, was born Nov. 12, 1959. Judy attended school
in Portage la Prairie and Brandon. After high school, she
went to Winnipeg to the U of M, receiving her Bachelor
of Commerce Honours degree, majoring in accounting,
in May, 1983. Judy obtained a job with a Winnipeg hotel
chain now known as Canad Inns in the summer of 1983
and worked her way up to assistant comptroller in three
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ELLIS, DOUGLAS and SHEILA

Lodge but has moved to the Neepawa Hospital to work as
materials management aide. I started working at Beautiful
Plains Credit Union part time in 1984 and moved to full
time in October 1989, and am still employed with them
as a loans officer.
Kelly was five and Korry was two when we moved to
Neepawa. Both girls received their education here. Kelly
is now working as a licensed practical nurse at Deer Lodge
Hospital in Winnipeg and Korry has just completed her
teaching degree at the University of Victoria and is subbing
at the present time, but is applying for full time positions.
She plans to stay and make her home in Victoria.
Neepawa is a great community to live in and raise a
family. We have lived here now for almost 24 years and
still continue to enjoy the people and the town as much
as ever.

Submitted by Connie Sumner
Douglas was raised in the Springhill district and
attended Springhill School and Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute. He worked on construction and later bought his
own grader. He also farmed. In October 1973, he married
Sheila Pierson of St. Norbert, MB. Douglas and Sheila
bought the former site of Springhill School, SE 2-16-16.
Douglas and Sheila have three children: Devin, Scott,
and Laura.
Devin and partner Jennifer Lebedynski had a baby
girl, Rebecca Raye born on Mar. 29, 2006. They live in
Neepawa.
Scott married Kellie McCallum on Sept. 2, 2005. They
live in Brandon.
Laura and partner Robin Lesley had a baby boy, Hunter
Douglas born Feb. 28, 2006. They live in Virden.
Douglas passed away May 27, 1996 at the age of
47 years. The Springhill School cairn was unveiled in
Douglas’ memory in June, 1999.
Sheila lives at Springhill with her partner Harvey
Brooking.

ELLIS, BRIAN EDWIN
Brian Edwin Ellis was born in Neepawa in 1952, eldest
son of Edwin and Brenda Ellis of the RM of Langford.
He attended West Park School, Viscount Junior High and
Neepawa Area Collegiate. While attending school, he
worked at Rutledge’s Garage as well as helping out on
the farm. In 1970, he headed west to find work. He did
so in Duncan, BC. He did a number of jobs at the coast
but decided to come back home a few years later. He met
Cary Ann Rude in British Columbia and they were married
in 1972. He worked for Neepawa Truck Service and the
Esso Bulk Station.
The first year of their marriage Brian and Cary Ann
moved three times, first living in Neepawa, later moving
to Eden and finally settling in Edmonton. Brian worked for
D-Line Transport hauling tar sands from Fort McMurray
until he bought his own truck. Brian and Cary Ann’s first
son, Michael Edwin was born in Edmonton in 1974. In
1975, Brian and Cary Ann moved back to Neepawa to take
over the family farm. They again lived in Neepawa for
awhile until his parents moved to town. Cary Ann started
working at the Neepawa Hospital in 1975, where she is
still employed. Their second son, Scott James, was born
in Neepawa in 1977.
Both boys were very active in hockey, baseball, and
soccer. Michael bought land south of the family farm and
lives there with his wife and family. He married Jamie
Snezyk from Polonia. They have three daughters: Kelsey
Louise, 1998; Kara Mae, 2001; and Karissa Isabel, 2003.
Michael drives a truck and Jamie is a teacher’s assistant in
Beautiful Plains School Division. Kelsey, Kara and Karissa
are active in skating, dancing and 4-H. Scott bought a
house in Neepawa and works at Toromont/Caterpillar in
Brandon. Both boys are active in the family farm, each
owning land and cattle.

ELLIS, EDWIN and BRENDA
Submitted by Brenda Ellis
See Langford History book 1891 – 1991 page 294 –
295
Edwin Raymond, raised in the Springhill area and
Brenda Joyce (nee Bellingham) from Hove, Sussex, met
and married in England in January 1946. Ed was serving
in the army and following the war returned to Canada, with
Brenda following later, to make their home together. Ed
and Brenda began farming in 1947 in the RM of Langford.
Here, they raised their four children: Vivian, Brian, Debbie
and Stacey.
In 1975, they moved to Neepawa. Ed loved to drive
around checking on the farming in the area and helping
where possible. After having suffered from poor health for
many years, Ed passed away in 1994. Brenda had retired
in 1988 after working almost twenty years at the Neepawa
Clinic. She enjoyed trips to Europe, United States, cruises
to Alaska, and she also had some special visits back to
England, her homeland. Her mother, Winifred, who had
come to Canada, died in 1992. Since August 2006, Brenda
has lived in Elks Manor, Neepawa.
Vivian and Keith Privat have both retired and live
in Brandon. Their eldest son, Ken, an employee of the
Federal Parks branch, married Ainsley Diller, a kindergarten teacher, in 2001 and they live in Winnipeg. Steven
teaches math at a high school in Calgary, and Neil, who
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John Martin Ellis came from Gananoque, ON in 1910.
Nina Pearl Lamb came from Springfield, ON in 1909. On
Sept. 14, 1914, at Pine View, MB, Nina Pearl and John
Martin were united in marriage. They farmed the SE ¼
33-21-6W at Eriksdale, MB.
In April 1928, the family, livestock and machinery
boarded a Canadian National Railway train with destination of Springhill, MB, where they took up farming on NW
34-15-16, the RM of Rosedale, with land purchased from
George Poole. The house was built in 1916.
The quarter section is now owned by Connie Sumner
(nee Ellis), a granddaughter of John and Nina Ellis.
John and Nina raised seven children: Genevieve
Evelyn, Edwin Raymond, Warren Douglas, Kathleen
Mildred, Helen Rachel, Nina Edna, and Gordon Howard.
An infant son, Norman Martin passed away in infancy.
John and Nina have twenty-six grandchildren.
John Martin passed away Feb. 16, 1969 at the age of
71. Nina Pearl passed away June 24, 1974 at the age of
85.

Warren and Rose farmed in Springhill. They have
two children: Douglas Martin, and Constance Rosalie.
They farmed on SE 36-15-16 in the RM of Rosedale, until
moving to NW 34-15-16 in October 1959, when John and
Nina moved to town.
Douglas and Connie attended Springhill School and
Neepawa Collegiate. Warren was a school trustee. He
hauled drinking water to Springhill School as there was
no well in the school yard. There were many happy hours
spent in Baker’s bluff tobogganing in the winter, climbing
trees in the spring and summer and doing whatever else
children do to amuse themselves during recesses and noon
hours. Scrub was another favorite pastime when the ball
diamond dried up. Someone would grab a bat and baseball
and everyone would race to the ball diamond and stand
in a position. There were three batters and as each batter
was put out, everyone would move up one space, unless
you caught a fly ball and then you and the batter would
change places.
Douglas and Connie walked or rode their bikes a mile
to school. Douglas sometimes rode his horse to school, or
in bad weather Warren would hitch up the horses and give
the children a ride to school in the sleigh. Warren always
had horses.
The oldest boy in the school was in charge of lighting
fires in the furnace in the winter time. Monday mornings
could be very chilly with no heat during the weekend.
Douglas had his turn looking after the fires. The oldest
girls were in charge of sweeping the floor after school. I
think the girls might have been paid $30.00.
Rose and Douglas lit the fires in the winter for the
Springhill United Church.
Springhill School closed in 1966. Warren bought the
school and used it as a machine shop.
Rose learned how to farm and worked at East View
Lodge as a nurse’s aide for ten years after her children
were grown up.
Warren and Rose moved to Neepawa in November
1994. Due to failing health Rose became a resident of
East View Lodge and passed away Aug. 3, 1997. Warren
passed away Mar. 24, 2004.

ELLIS, WARREN and ROSE

ELVES, CATHERINE PEARL (nee BURNASH)

Submitted by Connie Sumner

Submitted by Marie Bialkoski

Warren moved to the farm at Springhill when he was
ten years old. He spent most of his life on the farm and
attended Springhill School. Warren spent a few years in
Winnipeg working and getting his machinist’s papers. He
met his future wife, Rose Frances Martin, in Winnipeg
and they were married on May 1, 1949, in Holy Trinity
Church in Winnipeg.

Pearl moved to Kinsmen Kourts when it was built in
1983. Her husband, Fred, had died in 1971 and her parents,
Joseph and Mary Burnash, shortly before that. Her three
children, John, Emmett and Marie were married, with
families. Prior to moving to Kinsmen Kourts, she spent
the intervening years travelling and residing at various
locations. Before she moved to East View Lodge on Mar.

has just completed his Masters in Civil Engineering, lives
and works in Winnipeg.
Brian and Cary Ann Ellis (see family history) continue
on the family farm.
Debbie and Ron Stewart were married in 1998 and live
in the RM of Langford. Debbie works with the Assiniboine
Regional Health Authority and Ron is an owner/operator transporter. Daughter, Shelley and Curtis Allen were
married in 1998 and reside in Neepawa. Shelley is a dental
assistant and works with Dr. Tykachuk in Neepawa and
Carberry, and Curt teaches at the Erickson Collegiate.
Shelley and Curt have two daughters, Taylor, born in 1999
and Brooke born in 2005 and son, Robert Henderson lives
in Neepawa and works with Springhill Farms.
Stacey, the youngest, lives and farms in the RM of
Rosedale.

ELLIS, JOHN and NINA
Submitted by Connie Sumner
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EMBERLY, ROBERT and ELIZABETH

31, 2005, Pearl was the only original resident remaining
at the Kourts.
Pearl loved to bake buns and give them away to family,
friends and new residents at Kinsmen Kourts. She joined
the Catholic Women’s League on Nov. 22, 1977 and is a
chartered member of St. Dominic’s CWL. Pearl received a
Millennium 2000 certificate in recognition of her community service. Her past interests include handwork, quilting, baby and full-size afghans. She has donated many
handmade quilts to the Red Cross. She was a member of
the Golden Age Club and enjoyed the congregate meals
at the Drop-In Center. These days, she continues to read,
write a few letters which are treasured by the recipients,
win bowling trophies, including highest score, and visit
with the many good friends and relatives who stop by. She
also continues to attend mass at St. Dominic’s fairly regularly, thanks to the Handi-Van service and the assistance
of helpful parishioners.
Over the years, Pearl has added two daughters-in-law,
one son-in-law, eleven grandchildren and three great-grandchildren to her immediate family. She and her three sisters,
Ruby Andrews of Melita, Rose Arbuckle of Calgary and
Violet (Vi) Cameron of Brandon, maintained an unbroken
link until the recent death of Rose in April 2007. Their
husbands and three brothers have all passed away.

Submitted by Elizabeth Emberly
Robert and Elizabeth Emberly, along with their children Jennifer, Adam and Nick moved to Neepawa in
September 1995.

Jen, Adam, Liz, Robert and Nick
Jennifer started Grade 9, Adam Grade 7 and Nick
started kindergarten in Neepawa. For the next seven years,
Robert and Liz ran an Esso service station that was then
known as Neepawa Esso and Convenience Store. In 2002,
Robert went to work for Mayor Equipment, where he spent
3 ½ years in the parts department. In October 2005, Robert
and Liz began operating the Fas Gas Station where they are
currently working. On Mar. 21, 2004 Adam’s son Dominic
was born. He is Robert and Liz’s first grandchild.
Jennifer is just finishing up her seventh year at
Brandon University where she has obtained Psychology
and Education degrees. She is hoping to obtain a teaching position in the fall. Jennifer enjoys camping, playing
baseball and her dog Bambi.
Adam worked at various jobs after leaving school,
before going to work for Prairie Forest Products where he
spent five years. In the spring of 2006 he left for Alberta,
where he is currently employed by Strike Energy, working
on the pipeline. Adam enjoys weightlifting and fishing.

Pearl
Pearl had traveled to Lourdes, France and the Vatican
in 1975 with her sister-in-law, Anna Elves of Brandon and
to the Holy Land and the Vatican in 1981 on a pilgrimage
with Anne Ostrowski of Neepawa. In 1989, she visited
Ave Maria Place at Wauregan near Providence, New York
with Ida Langlois of Brandon. She also traveled frequently
over the years to visit friends and relatives, and faithfully
attended her grandchildren’s special events and school
performances.
Pearl turned 93 on Aug. 1, 2007.

Dominic Emberly – Dec. 24, 2004
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dugout banks. Our family was one of the last families to
be removed from the area. A photographer in our boat took
a photo of us; the Morris elevators could be seen in the
background. This photo was used on a poster circulated
all across Canada requesting cash or grain donations to
help aid the flood victims.

Nick is currently finishing up his Grade 11. Nick
works part time at the Fas Gas Station. He enjoys golf,
loud music, football and is very passionate about his working out and weight lifting.

ENNS, ABE and KATHY
Submitted by Abe and Kathy Enns
Abram Enns married Katharine Unrau in June 1960
at the Arden Mennonite Church. (They now belong to
St. James Anglican Church in Neepawa). They resided in
Winnipeg center where two daughters were born: Kelly
and Teresa. In 1965, they moved to Transcona, where they
had a son, Brett. Abe worked construction, service station,
and then retired after 10 years with Grey Goose Bus Lines
as service maintenance. Kathy worked as secretary until
1992 when she had to quit due to poor health. They retired
to Arden in 1999.
Kelly married Mitchell Burke in June 1988. They
have three children: Kendra, Nicholas and Elizabeth.
They moved to Arden from Winnipeg in 1998, then to
Neepawa in 2000. Kelly works for Touchwood and Mitch
owns Neepawa Towing. Kendra married Shawn Buchanan
in October 2006. They live in Neepawa. Nicholas and
Elizabeth are still in school.
Teresa married David Popp in June 1996. They live in
Windsor Park (Winnipeg) and have one daughter, Victoria.
Teresa works for the Winnipeg Police Service as a criminal
analyst and David works for Standard Air. Victoria is in
school.
Brett and his partner, Candace Patterson, live in
Transcona (Winnipeg). She has two children: Colin and
Cristy. Brett works for Eastman Feeds as production coordinator and Candace works for Manitoba Public Insurance.
Colin works in Alberta in construction and Cristy is in
school.

Morris Flood 1950
RCMP Officer, Joan, Margaretha (Mother)
and Jean (Baby) Hildebrandt
Our family moved to Winnipeg in 1954 where I continued my education. Following my high school education, I
was employed as a receptionist at the Mall Medical Clinic
and later the Medical Arts Clinic. My first child, Jacquie,
was born in Winnipeg, Feb. 27. 1964. My second child,
Rick, was born in Altona, Mar. 22, 1974. We moved to
Gladstone in December 1977. My third child, Jodry, was
born Nov. 8, 1978 in Winnipeg. I have three grandchildren;
Jessica born Mar. 21, 1989, and Tony born Oct. 21, 1992,
proud parents are Mark and Jacquie Pohl. My third grandchild Lyric was born to Jodry on July 13, 2006.

ENNS, JOAN
Submitted by Joan Enns
I was born at Altona, MB on Oct. 5, 1945, the eldest
child of Isaac and Margaretha Hildebrandt. Our family
moved to a two-storey farm home in Morris. This house
proved to be invaluable during the 1950s flood as our family
had to retreat to the upstairs as the floodwaters steadily
rose. We were eventually forced to move. I remember
being loaded into a small boat that pulled up to the porch
roof. My mother, young sister Jean and I were accompanied by a Royal Canadian Mounted Police officer and
taken to a small town called Low Farm where we met
my grandparents and were taken to their home. The men
stayed behind to help feed the animals stranded on the

Joan Enns
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Art and Helen were members of the Brookdale United
Church. Art served two years as superintendent of the
Sunday school, also as an elder. Helen taught Sunday
school and also was a member of the choir. Fraternally, Art
was a Past Master of Union Lodge No. 108. A.F. and A.M.
of Brookdale, and a Past Patron of Brookdale Chapter
No. 55 O.E.S. He was also a former school trustee of the
Brookdale Consolidated School. Helen was a Past Patron
of Brookdale Chapter O.E.S. and served in many offices
and on many committees.
In 1986, Art and Helen moved to Stony Mountain
where Art worked at the penitentiary as an ornamental groundskeeper. In June 1987, due to ill health, they
returned to the Brookdale district, building a new home
on 6-13-15, where they lived until their passing. Helen
passed away in August of 2003 and Art passed away May
6, 2004.
Rae graduated from high school and took her three year
registered nurses training at Brandon General Hospital.
She nursed in Calgary, married and has two sons, Shawn
and Scott.
Rick married Patricia Kotaska of Carberry (see Rick
Evans story).
Debbie married Douglas Grant of Wellwood. They
have one son Darcy Allan and a daughter Lauren Lee.

While living in Altona, I joined the Royal Purple
Organization in Emerson in 1976. In 1987, I transferred
to the Gladstone club. During my 31 years as a member,
I have held several positions including Honor Royal Lady
on two occasions and District Deputy three times between
1997 and 2004. I was installed as Provincial President
at the Altona conference for the 2001-2002 terms and
represented Manitoba at the national convention held in
Prince George, BC. During my membership, I attended
national conventions in Calgary, Edmonton, Red Deer,
Grande Prairie, Saskatoon, Regina, Winnipeg, Brandon
and North Bay.
I was employed as a home care worker in Gladstone
from 1986 to 1993. During this time, I enrolled in a health
care aide course, graduating in June 29, 1992. On Nov.
16, I commenced employment at East View Lodge in
Neepawa. After living in Gladstone for eighteen years, I
sold my home in 1996 and moved into the Kerr’s Block
in Neepawa.
My son Rick married Stephanie Drysdale on Aug. 2,
1998. She is the daughter of Allan and Helen Drysdale. In
August 2002, I purchased the late Eileen Curtis home in
Neepawa. Prior to my transferring into the activity department, I had enrolled in a “Recreation Facilitator for Older
Adults” correspondence course instructed through Red
River Community College in Winnipeg. I successfully
completed my course, graduating May 24, 2007.
In June 2003, my friend Cecil Pittman and I toured
France with a military tour. We visited several military
cemeteries and battlefields and also spent time in Paris.
The one highlight of our tour was the official unveiling of
the “Juno Beach Memorial” on June 6. This memorial is
located on the beaches where the Canadian soldiers landed
in the World War II, June 6, 1944.
I am presently employed at East View Lodge in
Neepawa.

EVANS, ERNEST RAYMOND and JANET
Ernest Raymond Evans, born in 1878 in Westwood,
ON, died at his farm home in Brookdale, MB in 1932, at
the age of 54. He married Janet Ellen Elmhirst, (born 1882
at Indian River, ON), in 1904 at Peterboro, ON. Their first
two daughters, Myrtle and Marie, were born at Westwood
where Ernie farmed from 1904-1913.
Ernie made his initial visit to Manitoba in 1911, after
the Ontario harvest was completed, to visit his brothers
William and Thomas at Brookdale, and to help them with
their harvest. In 1912, he bought his first Manitoba farm in
the Ingelow district. He went back to Ontario and returned
by rail to Manitoba, bringing his wife, two daughters, and his
household goods, along with horses and some farm machinery. For a short time, he lived with his brothers on their farm
near Brookdale. From 1913-1917, he worked on the Dave
McNaughton farm just north of Brookdale, and he and his
family lived in a log house on the NE ¼ of the McNaughton
farm, where their third daughter, Jean, was born. In 1915,
Ernie traded his Ingelow farm to Sophus Mikkelsen for
NE 1-13-16 and NW 6-13-16 in the RM of Langford. He
built a new home and moved onto his own farm which he
worked with four or six horse teams. His brother, Edwin,
came out from Westwood and farmed with him until Ed
bought his own farm in the Ingelow district. In 1918, Ernie
was one of the first to contact the very contagious influenza

EVANS, ARTHUR JOHN and HELEN
Arthur John Evans, only son of the late Ernest and
Janet Evans, was eight years old when his father died. He
attended school in Brookdale, where he and his mother
lived after the farm was rented. In 1942, Arthur joined the
Air Force and was posted overseas. He spent two years as
a midupper gunner and returned to Brandon in 1944 as a
commissioned officer, after a tour of 34 missions.
In 1946, Arthur took over the family farm buying the
NE ¼ 1-13-16 from his mother and renting the rest. In
1959, he purchased the other three quarters from the estate.
In 1947, he married Helen Clyde, daughter of Wm. Clyde
and the late Janet Clyde of Neepawa. Their three children,
Jeannette Rae, Rick and Debra Lee grew up and attended
school in Brookdale and Neepawa.
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Tony died in March, 1982 after continuing health difficulties. Ann continued to live in their home until October
2006, when at the age of 89, she relocated to East View
Lodge. She enjoys the company of others, remains a helpful and willing participant and faithful member of the
Anglican Church.
Larry married Nancy Hunter on June 4, 1994. She
continues to work at CFS of western Manitoba. She had
been employed as a social worker for 25 years.

which became epidemic in the Brookdale district. He had
recovered by the time the others in the family became ill
and he was able to nurse them through the epidemic as
well as to help set up a temporary hospital in the Brookdale
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Hall to care for many
others who were ill. Ernie purchased SW 6-13-15 from Mr.
George Griffith in 1923 and S 7-13-15 in 1927, thus procuring a good-sized farm for his family. Ernie and Janet’s son
Arthur was born in Neepawa in 1924. Ernie, later changed
from horse drawn machinery and in 1930, he purchased his
first tractor and a year later his first combine.
Ernie was a self-taught veterinarian and was called
upon many times to help neighbours with their sick
animals, as well as keeping his own farm stock in good
health. He was a staunch supporter of his church, served as
a school trustee for a brief period and was a member of the
Odd Fellows Lodge. He was a quiet man who made many
sacrifices during the depression years so that his family
would be well cared for and well educated.
Ernie Evans died from pneumonia on June 15, 1932
and is buried in the Carberry cemetery.
His widow, Janet, moved into Brookdale in 1932, renting the farm to L. Mikkelson and later to Ralph Graham.
Her son, Arthur, took over the farm in 1947 after returning from service in the Royal Canadian Air Force. Janet
continued to live in Brookdale with the exception of a few
years, until her death in August, 1959. She was made a
life member of the Brookdale United Church’s W.M.S. in
recognition of her service to the church and her willing
help with all of the women’s groups. Janet was a charter
member of Brookdale Chapter No. 55 O.E.S. and was a
friend to all in the district in which she lived.
Ernest and Janet Evan’s children are all deceased.

EVANS, RICK and PAT
Rick was born on Sept. 30, 1950 in the Neepawa
Hospital. He was raised, and still lives today on the farm
at NE 1-13-16 established by his grandfather and grandmother, Ernest Raymond and Janet Ellen (Elmhirst) Evans
and lived on by his father and mother Arthur and Helen
(Clyde) Evans for 30 years.
Rick attended the Brookdale School until 1967 and
continued his Grade 12 schooling in Neepawa where
he graduated. In 1970, he joined the Canadian National
Railway as a signals apprentice, which was based out of
Kamloops, BC. In 1972, he decided to return to Manitoba
to continue his education at the University of Manitoba in
Winnipeg. He achieved a Diploma in Agriculture in 1974.
Upon graduating, he returned home to work in partnership with his father, Art, on the home farm. In 1982, he
became a councilor for Ward 2 in the RM of Langford.
He worked as a councilor for 10 years, and then as reeve
for 11 years. Rick also worked part-time for Manitoba
Crop Insurance.
In 1980, he married Patricia Kotaska, daughter of Jerry
and Helen Kotaska of Carberry. Rick and Pat took residence on the family farm after Art and Helen moved to
Brookdale. Pat worked part-time at the Carberry Plains
Health Facility and worked at various jobs in publishing while raising her family. Pat now works for Kinley,
Thomson, Chartered Accountants Inc. in Neepawa.
On Sept. 19, 1981, their first son, Kelly John, was born
at the Carberry Hospital. Kelly attended kindergarten at
Hazel M. Kellington School in Neepawa, Grades 1-8 in
Brookdale, and then Grades 9-12 at Neepawa Collegiate.
In October of 1999, after graduating from his Grade 12,
Kelly moved out to Drayton Valley, AB and worked on
an oil rig. He then decided to come back to Manitoba to
obtain his diploma in agribusiness from the Assiniboine
Community College, receiving this in 2002. He worked
for Mayor Equipment in Neepawa as a salesman for two
years, while farming part-time with his dad. In 2005 Kelly,
who always had a love for farming, became a full time
farmer with his dad when they became partners on the
family farm.

EVANS, LARRY and NANCY
In 1987, Larry leased the Chalet Restaurant to Melrose
and Terry McIntosh who ran their business for 10 years.
On Jan. 1, 1997, Mr. Ribs Restaurant was built and
continues as a thriving well known eating establishment
on the corner of No. 5 and No. 16 highways.
Larry continues to run the bowling lanes – 45 years
and counting. In 2007, we installed automatic scoring to
augment the upgrade done to add glow bowling to our
activity center.
In 1989, we renovated the old roller rink with lower
level of the lanes to create a 328 seat capacity banquet
room complete with full kitchen and bar. Many community
and family occasions have been celebrated here – something Larry is very proud of.
The grand opening of Evans Banquet Room was Jan.
6, 1990.

346

to do with crafts. Brian enjoys hockey and in the summer
he can be found on the golf course. In younger years he
enjoyed Air Cadets. They have three daughters:
Erin was born May 28, 1985 (Adam Woodcock). They
have a daughter, Ava. Erin and Adam both live and work
in Minnedosa. Ava brings lots of joy to the family, as it
has been some years since there has been a little one to
enjoy.
Katie was born June 17, 1989 (Justin Hopkins). They
both live and work in Minnedosa.
Victoria was born Nov. 7, 1997. Victoria is attending
school in Minnedosa. She enjoys figure skating, horses and
swimming. She also enjoys snowmobiling in the winter
and fishing and boating in the summer.

Their second son, Kevin Arthur, was born on Nov.
2, 1983 at the Brandon General Hospital. Kevin attended
kindergarten to Grade 8 in Brookdale, then Grades 9-12
in Neepawa. After graduating in 2001, Kevin headed into
Winnipeg to attend the U of M, obtaining his Degree in
Science, majoring in Computer Science, in 2006. He is
now employed and living in Winnipeg.

EVENSON, ANDREW
Submitted by Elsie Evenson
Andrew was born in Swedes Forest, County of
Redwood, Minnesota, on Dec. 25, 1891. He moved with
his parents to Haskett, MB in 1909.
After his parent’s death, he tried to live on his own
but couldn’t do it, so he spent most of his life among the
immediate family. In the early 1950s, he came to stay with
his brother Emil and Margaret Evenson who lived in the
Florence district in the RM of Lansdowne. He also spent
time with nephews Albert Evenson at Austin, MB, Matt
and Roy in the Florence district, and with his niece, Jean
Kerr at Gladstone.
Uncle Andy, as he was called, was a diviner – one
who witches for water with a willow stick. It was amazing
to watch the willow turn over in his hands if there was a
stream of water below. He found water for many, many
people.
Later in his retirement years, Uncle Andy went to
live in Third Crossing Manor Personal Care Home in
Gladstone, MB. He remained there until his death in 1976.
Uncle Andy was in his 85th year.
Uncle Andy remained a bachelor all his life. He is
buried in the Plumas cemetery in a plot beside his brother
Emil.

EVENSON, DON and LOIS
Submitted by Lois Evenson

Don moved to Neepawa in 1968 from Austin, MB and
is presently employed by the Assiniboine Regional Heath
Authority. In 1971, Don married Lois (McDougald) of
MacGregor, MB. Lois is presently employed with Bank
of Montreal. They have two children:
Brad, born Dec. 7, 1975, is married to Joy (Proctor)
of Leaf Rapids and they have four children: Garret,
Madison, Reed and foster-daughter Eva Spence. They live
in Thompson, MB and Brad is the owner of Patent Electric.
Joy runs a home daycare.
Tracey, born Dec. 28, 1979, has her Bachelor of
Nursing degree and is presently employed at the Winnipeg
Children’s Hospital. She is engaged to Dale Schlamb of
Winnipeg and they are to be married Aug. 4, 2007.

EVENSON, BRIAN and COLLEEN
Submitted by Elsie Evenson
Brian Roy Evenson was born July 10, 1956 in
Neepawa Hospital. Brian is the younger son of Roy and
Elsie Evenson. He lived in the RM of Lansdowne for 12
years and received his schooling at Plumas and William
Morton Collegiate Institute in Gladstone.
Roy worked at various jobs at Churchill, Plumas,
Gladstone and Weyburn, SK and then took a job in Pilot
Mound to work for a machinery company and there he met
his wife-to-be Colleen Clark, elder daughter of Sandra and
Richard Clark. Brian, now works for an oil company out
of his home. Roy and Colleen were married June 30, 1984
and have lived in various places, including Flin Flon and
Thompson but make their home in Minnedosa. Colleen
enjoys photography and Creative Memories – anything

EVENSON, EMIL and MARGARET
Submitted by Elsie Evenson
Emil Evenson came from Belview, Minnesota in 1910
to the Haskett district south of Morden. His parents, August
and Clara Evenson, arrived from Belview, Minnesota in
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1909 but Emil had remained in Belview to dispose of the
land, etc. Emil was born in Delhi, Swedes Forest Township,
County of Redwood, Minnesota on Aug. 20, 1889.
Emil married Margaret Collins, who came from
Galstone, Ayrshire, Scotland. Margaret came with her
friend, Annie Whitlaw, also of Galstone. Margaret and
Annie were both working at the Arlington Hotel in Morden
when Margaret met Emil and Emil’s friend Melvin Bakke.
Emil and Margaret were married on Aug. 27, 1922. Annie
married Melvin Bakke, who also came from Minnesota.
These two couples remained the best of friends until their
deaths.
Margaret and Emil raised a family of four: Albert,
1923-1996; Jean 1925-; Matt 1926-2006 and Roy,
1929-2001. (See Roy Evenson history)
Emil had a great blacksmith shop and it was noted
by many people as a great one. He also brought from
Minnesota a large steam engine that was shipped to Haskett
by flatcar. It was a 30x60 under mounted Avery that was
made by the “Yellow Fellow Line Avery Company” in
Minneapolis, Minnesota. He did a lot of land breaking
with the steamer in the district as there were not many of
them around. He also bought a large threshing machine
and did a lot of custom work with it.
Emil became interested in community affairs and was
elected to council representing the RM of Stanley, Ward 1.
He held this position for 12 years. He was also secretarytreasurer for Wakeham School District for 10 years, where
the four Evenson children attended school.
Due to the depression, drought and being plagued with
grasshoppers, and being unable to purchase more land
for a growing family, the decision to look elsewhere was
made.
In 1938, Emil and Margaret purchased the E ½ of
26-16-13 in the RM of Lansdowne. This land was 2 ½
miles west of Plumas.

Emil again became involved in community affairs and
served as secretary-treasurer of Florence School District
No. 203 – a position he held for 18 years. In 1944, he went
into council by acclamation for Ward 3. In 1953, he went
in as reeve by acclamation – a position he held until 1959
when they retired from the farm to a home in Plumas in
the RM of Westbourne. Emil and Margaret enjoyed their
retirement until Feb. 26, 1964 when Emil passed away
suddenly at his home in his 74th year. He is buried in the
Plumas cemetery.
It wasn’t until 1952, that Margaret and Emil were able
to make a trip back to Scotland. It had been 32 years since
she had left Scotland. It was a very exciting time for them.
They enjoyed traveling in their retirement years.
On July 24, 1959 Emil and Margaret had the pleasure of representing the RM of Lansdowne at a luncheon
honoring Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth and his Royal
Highness the Duke of Edinburgh. This was held in the
Royal Alexandra Hotel in Winnipeg. This was indeed an
experience they were to remember for a long time.
In 1968, Margaret and her son, Roy, went to Scotland.
Roy was so happy to meet his aunts, uncles and cousins
on his mother’s side. She took him to see the lace factory,
where she had worked during World War I of 1914-1918.
They went to the church where she had sung four times a
week with the choir.
Margaret really enjoyed writing poetry and all the
grandchildren got verses she had written with their birthday cards, etc.
The family all had many memories of growing up in
a house filled with love and caring.

Emil and Margaret Evenson 35th Wedding Anniversary
L to R: Matt, Albert, Emil, Margaret, Jean Kerr and
Roy Evenson
Margaret went to live with her daughter, Jean Kerr,
at Gladstone after Emil passed away. She spent the next
13 years with Jean before going to live at Third Crossing
Personal Care Home in Gladstone. She passed away in the
care home in her 89th year.
Margaret is buried beside Emil in Plumas cemetery.
The family was:
Albert married Florence Hartnoll of Austin and have
five children.

Reeve Emil and Margaret representing the RM of
Lansdowne during a parade in Neepawa.
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EVENSON, MATT and BERNICE

Jean married Vern Kerr of Gladstone. They have four
children.
Matt married Bernice Coutts of Plumas and have four
children.
Roy married Elsie Sealy of Arden and have three children. (See Roy Evenson history)

Submitted by Bernice Evenson
Matt was born June 19, 1926 at Morden, second son
of Emil and Margaret. In 1939, the family moved to the
Plumas area and farmed in the RM of Lansdowne. Matt
married Bernice Coutts on Oct. 24, 1952 and continued to
farm with his dad until 1959, when his dad retired and Matt
bought the home farm. We lived on the farm until 1977,
when we sold the farm and moved into Plumas. We have
four children: Elizabeth, Marjorie, Gordon and Dale. Matt
passed away in East View Lodge on Jan. 9, 2006.
Elizabeth Jean was born Apr. 1, 1953 in Gladstone
Hospital. She spent all her childhood on the farm, three
miles west of Plumas. Her first year of school was in a
one-room school called Florence, 2 ½ miles from home
and no school buses. She walked or in the winter her
dad took her by tractor. In Grade 2 she went to Plumas
and took high school in Gladstone. She then moved to
Winnipeg and in 1971 she took an accounting course at
Red River Community College. She was then employed
at Beaver Lumber for five years. In 1974, she married
Dennis Sveinson and in 1984, Crystal Lynn was born. In
1980, she was hired at Nygard International and after 27
years she is still the compensation and benefits manager.
Crystal is also employed at Nygard International.
Marjorie Joyce was born July 12, 1956. She attended
school in Plumas until Grade 9 and was then bused to
Gladstone for the remainder of high school. She graduated from Grade 12 at William Morton Collegiate Institute
in 1974. She then found employment in Winnipeg at the
Department of Mines and Natural Resources for one year.
On July 9, 1975 she married Ken Sveinson and their son
Christopher was born July 22, 1975. She enjoyed being
a stay-at-home mom, but in May 1977 she returned to
the work force and commenced employment as a legal
secretary with Legal Aid Manitoba. In May 1978, she
was laid off as a result of a change in government. She
then went to work as a legal secretary with a private law
firm until July of 1981. On July 6, 1981, she returned to
Legal Aid Manitoba and worked there for the next 20
years as a legal secretary. Aug. 20, 2001, she commenced
working as an administrative assistant with the family law
branch of the Manitoba Department of Justice, where she
is still employed. Her husband is enjoying early retirement and Christopher is employed at Great West Life in
Winnipeg and plans on getting married in 2008 to Terra
Lynn Goodman.
Gordon Matthew was born Jan. 27, 1958 and attended
Plumas and Gladstone schools, which were not his favorite places. He would have sooner been playing hockey or
baseball. He worked for different farms, and then got work
with the United Grain Growers. He married Sharon Mark,
youngest daughter of Alex and Kathleen Perrett of Arden,

EVENSON, HARVEY
Submitted by Elsie Evenson
Harvey Vernon was the first child born to Roy and
Elsie Evenson, in Neepawa Hospital on Jan 10, 1954. He
lived just west of Plumas in the RM of Lansdowne for
14 years.

The family taken at Harvey’s 50th Birthday on Boxing
Day 2003
Roy and Elsie Evenson Family
Insets – left corner down: Erin and Adam Woodcock,
Ava Woodcock, Katie and Adam Hopkins
Insets – right top to down: Roy Evenson, Kaylee and
Blaine Cook
Back Row: Brian Evenson, Darrin Cook and
Melanie Rink
Middle Row: Elsie Evenson, Melissa Rink,
Colleen Evenson and Marilynne Cook
Front: Vicki Evenson and Harvey Evenson
He took his schooling in Plumas and Gladstone. After
his schooling, he went to work at Churchill, MB in the
grain terminal as a scale operator. He worked at Churchill
for 8 years. He really enjoyed this work but as it was
only seasonal, he then went to work for the Department
of Highways at The Pas where he has been for 26 years.
He really likes the north and has spent 34 years there. It
seems you get the north in your blood and it keeps calling
you back. He enjoys boating, fishing and stock car racing.
In his younger years he enjoyed ball and hockey and being
an air cadet.
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in the fall. People from the city were crazy to get fresh
farm chickens. For a number of years, we had 500-600
laying hens. A lot of the eggs went to the city, also locally,
and if we happened to have any left, we sold them to the
egg grading station in Plumas.

on Dec. 6, 1986. Their son, Michael Gordon, was born
Feb. 27, 1987. In 1988, they moved into McCreary, were
Gordon was the United Grain Growers elevator agent. In
1990, they bought a farm east of McCreary. Their second,
son Matthew Alexander, was born Apr. 21, 1990. The
elevator has been closed in McCreary for a few years and
Gordon is happy on the farm raising cattle. Sharon is now
employed as postmistress at the McCreary post office.
Michael is employed at Neepawa Co-op Hardware and
Matthew is attending McCreary high school taking Grade
11. Gordon is following in his grandfather’s footsteps; he
was elected as councilor in the fall of 2006.
Dale James was born May 14, 1968. He loved his
hockey and baseball but not school. He finished Grade
10 in Gladstone and went to work at McCain’s in Portage
la Prairie, starting at cleaning out the grease pit and has
worked himself up the ladder to a supervisor in the shipping department. Dale married Delayne Valois on May
23, 1992. They have three children: Tristyn, Tessany and
Treyden. Dale lived in Portage la Prairie until Tristyn was
to start school, then moved to Gladstone. Dale drives back
and forth to work, but the kids have only a block to go to
school. Delayne is employed at the Third Crossing Manor
in Gladstone. The family is all involved in sports. Dale still
playing hockey with the Gladstone Lakers and coaches
their son Trey’s hockey and ball team.

EVENSON, ROY and ELSIE
Submitted by Elsie Evenson
Roy was the youngest son of Emil and Margaret
Evenson and was born Apr. 17, 1929 in the hospital at
Morden, MB. They lived at Haskett about a mile from
the United States border so made many trips across the
border. Roy attended Wakeham School. There were a
lot of Icelandic people to the west of them. They made
wooden skis and sold them for $2.50. Roy had a set he used
until he passed away. We have put them in the Pembina
Threshermen’s Museum east of Morden.
In 1939, the Evenson family moved to a farm in the
Florence School District near Plumas.
On Oct. 5, 1951 Roy married Elsie Sealey in the Arden
United Church. I was the youngest child of Arnold and
Sarah Sealey of the Pine Creek district, which is south
west of Gladstone. In 1935, the Sealey family moved one
mile south of the Arden Ridge where Dad took over his
mother’s (Annie Rikley’s) farm. Our farm was in the Arden
Consolidated School District. This meant we were able to
get our Grade 12 there and also we were picked up by a
school bus, which sure was a plus.
Roy and I farmed west of Plumas for 23 years. We had
a mixed farm, grain, cattle, pigs, poultry, etc. We always
had about 500 chickens that we plucked, cleaned and sold

Roy and Elsie wedding October 1951
We lived west of Plumas in the RM of Lansdowne.
Roy served in Ward 3 as a councilor for 8 years. He also
served as school trustee while living in the Edington
School District. We both drove school buses for 13 years.
We contracted our panel van, later driving the big yellow
bus. Roy had to give up the job as councilor when we
moved to the outskirts of Plumas, now lived in the RM
of Westbourne.
When our family was small and growing up, we
enjoyed tenting, camping with our various trailers and
lastly a cottage at Otter Lake. Here we enjoyed many
happy years with our children and grandchildren. We
all enjoyed the boating on Otter Lake. We also liked to
travel all across Canada, Scotland, Ireland and England
and across the United States, including Alaska.
During the summers of 1970-1971, Roy had to have
two very serious surgeries. The doctor suggested he give up
farming – this was a very hard decision to make. He started
to work for Gulf Oil and was transferred to Gladstone
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FEARNS, JIM and FLORENCE

where he was assistant manager for six years. When Gulf
Oil closed, he went to work for Mac’s Auto. He got tired
of traveling on the road, so he went to work as custodian
at the Gladstone Elementary School for 10 years. He really
enjoyed the children at the school. He retired in 1991.

Submitted by Pat Montgomery

Front Row: Roy and Elsie
Back Row: Brian, Marilynne, and Harvey Dec. 26, 1989
Our family was all grown up, so I decided to go back
to work. I worked at Macleods, Foxon Family Clothing
and as a cook at Third Crossing Manor.
In 1975, we purchased a home on Fifth Street in
Gladstone. We enjoyed 27 years in it. We continued to
have our big yard with lots of spruce and fruit trees, a big
garden and lots of flowers. On the farm, we always had
a huge garden.
Roy was no stranger to Gladstone as he worked at
the creamery and he also helped with the building of the
present town hall.
While living at Plumas and Gladstone, our family were
all involved in the community.
While farming, there were many tough times but we
survived. We worked hard but they were happy times. The
farm was a great place to live and bring up a family.
We were saddened when our son-in-law Terry Rink,
passed away on July 22, 1996 following a long illness.
Terry is buried in the Gladstone Cemetery.
Sadness stuck our family on June 15, 2001 when Roy
passed away at the age of 72 years. He is buried in the
Gladstone cemetery.
I sold my house in 2003 and moved down the street
to Whitelark Apartments in Gladstone. I miss my yard but
felt it was time to move on.
Our family is:
Harvey Vernon – see Harvey Evenson history
Brian Roy – see Brian Evenson story
Marilynne Gail – see Marilynne (Rink) Cook history.

Jim and Florence Fearns 1939
Florence Agnew and her family moved to Neepawa
in 1931 from North Battleford, SK. Her father worked as
a train engineer for the Canadian National Railroad. She
opened a beauty salon in 1937, in the Churchill Block,
called the DeMilo Beauty Shop. James Fearns came to
Canada from Liverpool with his family in 1920. Jim and
Florence were married on June 30, 1939, in Forrest, MB.
Jim enlisted in the Royal Canadian Air Force and he served
from July 13, 1942 – Oct. 24, 1945. This union produced
two children: Patricia Eleanor born Aug.10, 1940 and
James Edward born May 1, 1945. Jim and Florence lived
in Neepawa at 417 Fourth Avenue, in a house that Jim and
Charles Thompson built. Jim worked on the CNR until
an unfortunate accident forced his early retirement. Jim
passed away Feb. 12, 1986 and Florence passed away Oct.
4, 1996. They are both buried in the Neepawa Riverside
Cemetery.
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Ridge. He and Barbara met and married in the old country
after the war’s end. They brought their young family to
Canada in 1929.
In 1945, they moved to the pioneer Marshall Scott
farm in the Glenholm district, west of the Arden Ridge,
where Nic would reside for the next 50 years. Gregory died
in 1970, Barbara in 1976. Both are interred in Riverside
Cemetery, Neepawa.
Helen, born in Halbstadt and raised in Horndean, was
the second of five children of John and Helena (Letkeman)
Friesen, descended from the original Mennonite settlers
from Russia to Manitoba in 1874 and 1875. Her father, a
talented jack-of-all trades, farmed as a young man before
turning to carpentry and cabinetmaking as his vocation.
Helena, like Nic’s mother Barbara, stayed home to care for
the children and keep house and yard, as was the custom.
John died in 1987, Helena followed in 2004, a few months
shy of her 101st birthday. They are buried in Grossweide
Cemetery near Horndean.
Helen moved to Winnipeg after her regular schooling,
where she worked for a short while as a babysitter and took
secretarial courses. There she roomed with Nic’s sister
and came to know some of his family. After a two year
courtship, Nic and Helen were married in October, 1954,
in the United Church in Plumas and took up residence in
Glenholm.
Both Helen and Nic were voracious readers from
childhood. As a young man, Nic also took great pleasure
in hockey, playing defence for the championship Glenholm
Raiders during the 1950-1960s. Later, he spent much of
his free time on the golf course, and Helen developed an
interest in quilting.
Yet the early years on the farm were a challenge: the
financial stresses, the grinding workload and long stretches
of isolation during harsh prairie winters. Somehow, they
persevered and prospered, Nic farming in partnership
with his brother Bill. In time, the mixed-farm operation
was converted to a solely grain-growing enterprise. New
technologies and advances in machinery were welcomed
during the 1960s and 1970s, and Glenholm Farms Ltd.
became one of the most progressive for its time in the
area.
Nic and Bill retired in 1978 and rented out their land.
Nic worked for a year as a sales representative for Co-op
Implements before taking up farming again in 1981. He
retired for good in 1987.
Helen, meanwhile, had gone back to work in the early
1970s as a legal secretary in Neepawa, a career she would
develop for more than 20 years. By the time of her retirement in 1996, she was a knowledgeable and respected
paralegal. However, retirement for Helen would prove to
be more theoretical than practical, as she would continue
to work on an occasional basis for many years after.

Jim Fearns 1941
Pat married Barrie Montgomery on Oct. 24, 1959.
They lived on the family farm near Franklin, MB. This
union produced two children: James Robert, Nov. 3, 1960
and Kimberly Gail, Feb. 12, 1963. Rob married Shannon
Levandoski, daughter of Leonard and Janie, on Oct. 2,
1993. They have two children: Cole born Dec. 14, 1994
and Ian born Oct. 25, 1997. They live in Neepawa. Kim
married Trevor Benson, son of Maureen and Bob, on
June 18, 1988. They have two children: Megan born Mar.
5, 1992 and Mitchell born Nov. 16, 1994. They live in
Brookdale, MB.
Ed married Del McBain, daughter of Bob and Dona
McBain of Virden on Dec. 29, 1967. They now live in
Blind Bay, BC. They have two children: Scott born Oct.
7, 1968 and Kent born Sept. 13, 1972. Scott married Leah
Miller and they have settled in Surrey, BC. They have two
children: Danielle born Sept. 28, 1994 and Kira born Mar.
11, 1998. Kent married Larissa Daulet and have two children: a son Jonah, and a daughter Tiana. They are living
in Kelowna, BC.

FEDOROWICH, NICHOLAS and HELEN
Submitted by Sean Fedorowich
Nic, as he likes to be called, was born on the family
farm in the Florence district in the RM of Lansdowne, the
sixth of eight boys and girls born to Gregory and Barbara
(Malchuk) Fedorowich. Gregory, who emigrated from
Russia as a young man, had joined the Canadian Army
during World War I and taken part in the victory at Vimy
352

2003, Maria accepted a transfer to Winnipeg, and they
settled there with their son Nicholas Joseph (March 1999)
and daughter Sarah Maria (July 2002).
Nic and Helen, who had sold the home place in 1987,
leased back the house and yard until 1995, when they
bought and renovated the Card house, longtime residence of Louise Card and former Mayor George Rey,
in Neepawa. There, they would enjoy the company of
family and neighbours – as well as frequent visits with
their grandchildren.

Through it all, Nic and Helen raised three sons:
Nicholas Craig arrived in February 1958. He attended
classes at Glenholm School, three quarters of a mile east
of the farm, before it closed; then he went to J.M. Young
School in Eden, and Neepawa Collegiate. After training as
a dental nurse at Wascana Institute in Regina, Craig married
high school sweetheart Barbara Jean Tinkler of Neepawa
in December 1978, and they settled in the Winnipeg area
as employees of the Manitoba Children’s Dental Program.
Later, Barb would work as a dental assistant while Craig
attended university. In 1986, he graduated the School of
Dentistry, University of Manitoba with many honors and
he and Barb moved to Hamiota to open a dental practice,
with Barb as office manager. There they would raise a son,
Kardy Leagh, born in September 1993. Craig would serve
a term as president of the Manitoba Dental Association
and a variety of executive positions on the board of the
Canadian Dental Association, as well as volunteering with
several community groups in Hamiota.
James Grant, born in July 1960, also took early classes
at Glenholm before attending J.M. Young and Neepawa
Area Collegiate Institute. Like his older brother, his teenage years were spent in the shop working on motorcycles
and snowmobiles, mechanics being a natural vocation.
In 1981, he earned his heavy duty mechanics ticket from
Assiniboine Community College and took up employment
with Bayes Equipment in Neepawa. Later moves would
see him “pulling wrenches” on John Deere equipment in
Brandon, then becoming service manager for the Deere
dealership in Carlyle, SK. He also held this position at New
Holland shops in Lloydminister and Regina. In 1997, he
turned his talents to sales, still with New Holland, and relocated to Brandon. James married Maureen (Moe) Cheryl
Van Den Bussche of Neepawa, an avid gardener and cook
who had taken training in Land and Water Management,
in July 1998. They purchased a large acreage above the
Assinibone River near Alexander.
Sean Michael was born in January 1966 and took
schooling in Eden and Neepawa. As a teenager, he was
an accomplished guitarist, winning several awards at
regional competitions. After attending Brandon University,
Sean turned to the broadcast arts course at ACC in 1986,
which led him to a career as a reporter at CKX Radio
and TV in Brandon, CKRC/CKWG in Winnipeg, CJCY
in Medicine Hat, AB and CKRM/Q-92 in Regina. In
1991, Sean was appointed assistant news director for the
Skeena Broadcasters chain of radio and television stations
in northwestern British Columbia, based in Prince Rupert.
There, he met Maria de Lourdes Pereira Candido, a flight
service specialist with Transport Canada, and they married
in Vancouver in July 1993. After relocating to Nanaimo in
1995, Sean took on volunteer work with several community organizations. This led to his hiring in 1998 as administrator of the Nanaimo Recycling Exchange Society. In

FERGUSON, MADELINE E.
I was born in Flin Flon, the fifth of thirteen children, to Alexander J. Chaboyer and Mary C. Chaboyer
(Jennings).
I left home at the age of fifteen and moved to Winnipeg.
Being young, and far away from home, not all of my life
choices were good ones. I married early, divorced, and in
1955 found work at Strathclair at the Ferguson farm. Ralph
Ferguson and I were married in 1958, and we became a
family. Together, we raised Larry Dwayne (1946), Karen
Michelle (1949), Caroline Shirley (Lavallee) Hepner
(1950), Dwight Rene Lavallee (1953), and Montgomery
Lee (1961). Ralph was the son of Arthur and Edith (Harry)
Ferguson, and grandson of James Montgomery and Estella
(McElray) Ferguson.
Ralph died in 1967 and to find employment, along
with two of my sons, I moved to Neepawa. I was fortunate
to find work at Canada Safeway as a full time cashier. For
approximately three months, I cried myself to sleep just
wanting to be back on the farm. There was no income
from the farm, as it had been sold to pay off debts. It was
work or welfare. I had had two years experience with
Safeway in Winnipeg and then spent 23 years working
here in Neepawa. I truly enjoyed the customers; they were
very kind to me and made my day.
Percival Barton (Bert) Carr (1917) came to Neepawa
in 1970. We were married in 1984 by Rev. Gordon Fulford.
We had many happy and fun years together. That was all
cut short in 1994, when he succumbed to his health problems. He was father to three sons, Larry P., Robert and
Allan. My two daughters became the girls he never had,
and they in return adored him.
I retired in 1991, and now do a lot of traveling to
visit family and friends from coast to coast. I never had
the urge to winter down south but enjoy my Manitoba, all
the seasons, with a special love for the north country. I
am a long time member of the Neepawa United Church,
working with the United Church Women. As a member of
the Neepawa Art Club, I am encouraged to continue with
drawing and I am also a member of the Royal Canadian
Legion No. 23.
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the Touchwood Park Association Inc. office in downtown
Neepawa.
After two years at J.M. Young School, I went to
Neepawa Collegiate, first as a classroom teacher, then
as vice-principal in the junior high section. Thus, began
a fourteen-year career in high school administration. I
assumed the principalship at J.M. Young School for four
years (1982-1986) then returned to Neepawa Collegiate
as vice-principal in the high school section. I retired
from teaching after 29 years in Beautiful Plains School
Division.
Our time in Neepawa has been busy, and we were
fortunate to live in a town which offers so much to its
citizens. I have been active over the years in Lions, as a
charter member of Kinsmen, Elks, Barber shoppers, curling, Air Cadets, Legion, school band, Roxy Theatre captain
and many volunteer activities in the community.
Upon retiring, I still substitute teach, do Legion work,
Veterans Affairs programs, Brandon University teacher
supervision and have started to travel.
Yvonne, too, is active in the community particularly as
our girls grew up. She was involved with nursery school,
baseball coach, Girl Guides, Legion auxiliary work,
Sunday School, Kinettes and Lionelles.
Our daughter Tammy Michelle, like so many Neepawa
youth, received good business training working at Chicken
Corral with Mr. Hollier as did Leita.

Bert and I traveled from coast to coast and especially
enjoyed the bus trip to Alaska. My travel highlight is definitely in 2005, when I traveled by covered wagon from
Batoche, SK to Metis Crossing in Alberta. We traveled for
five weeks, living the life of our forefathers, the Metis. It
was a trip of a lifetime!

FERGUSON, ROBERT and YVONNE
Submitted by Robert Ferguson
I originally came from the Mekiwin area of Manitoba
(west and south of Gladstone), son of James Robert and
Cora Berna June Ferguson (Collins). Yvonne was born
and raised in the Golden Stream area, south and east of
Gladstone, daughter of Verne and Nellie McGowan, nee
Olson.
My schooling was at Preston School and then William
Morton Collegiate. Our principal was Mr. Harry Morton. I
received my Bachelor of Arts, University of Winnipeg in
1970; Certificate of Education in 1972 at the University
of Manitoba and Bachelor of Education (1980) Brandon
University.
Yvonne received her education at Golden Stream
School where her Grade I teacher was a “very young” Jim
Schmall. Her high schooling was taken at WMC, where
I was lucky enough to meet her. She completed business
courses at Manitoba Institute of Technology (now Red
River Community College) before working at Canadian
Institute of the Blind and Winnipeg Clinic.
We were married in Gladstone on Aug. 7, 1971 by Rev.
Wilton Fraser of Neepawa. We were privileged to have him
baptize our elder daughter Tammy in Neepawa in 1974.
We arrived in Neepawa in the fall of 1975. I began
teaching in Beautiful Plains School Division at J.M. Young
School in Eden.
I had completed three years of teaching at Intermountain
School Division, teaching at Gilbert Plains High School
and Elementary School.
Yvonne has worked for Intermountain School Division
in the division office in Grandview for the superintendent,
Orest Ziolkoski.
Our daughter Tammy Michelle was born in Dauphin
Hospital on May 26, 1974.
On arriving in Neepawa, we made our home for one
year behind Peter Stronski’s Shoe Shop on Mountain
Avenue. Our first “special” friends were Ken and Norma
Hockin and Doug and Ila Hockin. We moved to 545 Fifth
Avenue in 1976 and our second daughter Leita Dawn was
born and delivered by Dr. Jakobson on Mar. 11, 1976.
Yvonne worked for Foxon Family Clothing, Manitoba
Hydro, Canada Employment Centre until at present
is employment facilitator for Westman Employment
Coalition for Employment Opportunities, operating from

Tammy and Todd
Tammy took a business education course, and did
some retail work in Brandon before she got her university
degree in education at BU. She thoroughly enjoys teaching
in Glenboro, but also works in dispatch at Brandon General
Hospital during her school breaks.
In 2006, both daughters were married. Tammy and
Todd Ballingall married in Mayan Riviera in February.
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They live in Brandon as Todd and his brother own and
operate their own construction business. They just moved
into a new home on Fraser Crescent in Brandon with
“Chopper” the miniature dachshund.

Submitted by Donalda Ferguson
William was born and raised in the Helston district. A
returned veteran, he bought a farm in the Dumfries School
District, in the RM of Langford in the fall of 1947. In
November 1948, he married Donalda Bell of Angusville,
MB. We could not have found a friendlier district with so
many wonderful neighbours in which to make a home. We
soon became involved in the life of the community and
in several organizations in town. Our lives became much
busier as our family of three sons and two daughters grew
and became involved in air cadets, rifle range, Lions school
band, 4-H sewing club and the travel club. An update on
their lives follows:
Linda Proulx (Ferguson) born July 13, 1950, the elder
daughter, was a member of the 4-H Clothing Club and the
Lions Club Band while attending school. Since 1968, with
the exception of 1980-83 when she lived in Burlington,
ON, Linda has always resided in Winnipeg. After a 20 plus
years career in the insurance and benefits field in Hamilton
and Winnipeg, Linda started “Love Nest” in Winnipeg in
January, 1988. She is very busy running two stores and also
has a franchise location, all in Winnipeg. Linda married
in 1970, got divorced in 1978 and has two children who
both work and reside in Winnipeg. Daryl, born in 1972, is
single. Michele, born in 1975, is married to Ben Ashe and
they have a daughter, Kiara, born in November 2006.

Yvonne, Leita, Raymond, Robert

Back Row: Robert, Raymond Piche, Todd Ballingall,
James
Front Row: Yvonne, Leita Piche, Tammy and June
Daughter Leita has worked in retail, including work
as a pharmacy technician and as a placement officer with
Computemps. Leita married Raymond Piche originally
from Montreal. They married in June of 2006. He has two
sons: Sean and Nicholas who also live in Brandon. Ray
had a career as a Royal Canadian Mounted Police officer
prior to becoming a liquor inspector for Manitoba Liquor
Control Commission in 2006. Leita and Ray purchased
a Forbidden Flavors franchise at Canadian Forces Base,
Shilo in 2006.
We are fortunate to have our family so close by.

Ben, Michele Ashe and daughter Kiara
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this time that he met and married Michelle Lloy, also of
Neepawa. Blair and Michelle have two children: Ryan
Alexander and Grace Marie. They reside in Neepawa, and
since September 2006, Blair’s work as a heavy equipment
operator has taken him to Fort McMurray, AB from where
he makes frequent visits home.

Linda and her partner, Wayne Zuzanski both enjoy
a lot of traveling and are getting married Oct. 7, 2007 in
Winnipeg.

Linda and Wayne Zuzanski
Douglas, born in 1952, upon finishing school at
Dumfries and Neepawa became involved in Prairie Farm
Rehabilitation Administration work. After short terms at a
couple of pastures, he moved to the Ellice-Archie pasture
near McAuley, MB. He became very involved in community work while there. In 1994, he convened the Lions
Plains Fest Ride for Hope, a weekend at the end of July
for horseback and wagon rides through the pasture and
Assiniboine Valley. The proceeds of the ride are given to
people with medical conditions that require extra treatment. After being there for 21 years, they closed part of
the pasture and he was transferred to Outlook, SK where
he currently resides. The Ride for Hope is still held every
year.
Bill, born Nov. 13, 1954. (see William Ferguson
story)
Brenda Lee Ferguson was born in 1958 and received
her education at Dumfries School and then in Neepawa.
While attending school, she was involved with the Lions
Club Band and the school travel club. She graduated in
1976, moved to Winnipeg and after four years in the
insurance industry, started her career with the Bank of
Montreal in September 1980. During her many years in
Winnipeg, Brenda became involved with the Kin Clubs
of Canada and enjoyed many years of volunteer work.
She took on many leadership roles in Manitoba and also
held offices at a national level. She enjoys seeing new
places and has traveled throughout Canada. She is still
employed with the Bank of Montreal and in January 2006
moved to Yellowknife where she is enjoying the northern
experience.
Blair, born in 1961, attended both elementary and high
school in Neepawa. He then held various positions before
finding employment with the local wood preservation plant,
Prairie Forest Products from 1990 to 2006. It was during

Blair, Michelle, Ryan and Grace
William retired from farming in 1982 and rented the
land. He now had time to grow a large garden, fish, hunt
and “coffee row” in town. I continued to work until 1988
when William had to spend nine months in a hospital in
Winnipeg. William did not enjoy good health during his
retirement and passed away on Jan. 4, 2002. I enjoyed
living in our home along Boggy Creek for almost 58 years
until June, 2006 when with a combination of old age and
medical problems, I moved into Yellowhead Manor. Life
is enjoyable here as you meet many interesting people and
the meals downstairs three times a week are delicious.
Although our family is very scattered, they keep in close
contact with me. We look forward to having Wayne, his
son, daughter and grandchildren join our family this fall.

50th Anniversary – Nov. 1998
Back Row: Linda, Bill, Douglas, Brenda, Blair, Daryl
Proulx
Front Row: Michele Proulx, Donalda, William and
Michelle Lloy
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FINLAY, HUGH and MURIEL

Submitted by Bill Ferguson

Submitted by Donnie and Cam

Since 1991, there have been a few changes. I no longer
snowmobile and have switched from snowmobiles to all
terrain vehicles and horses. I feel someone has to keep the
nurses at our out-patients up to date on repairing bumps
and scrapes.
When the last history book was published I was driving for Paul’s Hauling and working out of Brandon and
remained working there until June of 1992. I started working
for Mayor Equipment later in 1992 and while working there,
attended Assiniboine Community College and received my
heavy-duty equipment mechanic certification.
I went to work for Ag Depot for one year and then ran
a sprayer for Neepawa Co-op for one season. Being laid
off for the winter and looking for employment, answered
an ad for service writer at Yellowhead Equipment and was
employed there until the spring of 2006, when the position
was deleted due to office staff cut back.
I started working for Rob Smith and Son driving local
and long distance and am still working for them.
After helping organize snowmobile poker derbies for
various groups and never seeing large turn outs, I decided
to try something different and organized a horse derby and
this year will be the ninth annual. The proceeds from the
first five years were donated to the Agricultural Society
to help pay for the new complex at the fair grounds.
Donations have been made to Central Plains Cancer Care
for the past four years.
A fall ride has also been held for a couple of years
with funds raised going to the Palliative Care Centre at
the Neepawa Hospital. This ride takes place at the end
of October.

In the fall of 1943, Hugh and Muriel Finlay and their
three children, Cam, aged twelve, Donalda (Donnie), aged
ten and Bill, aged three, moved to Neepawa. Hugh had
been transferred as the British American Oil Company
branch manager.
Prior to their arrival, they had lived in Somerset. Hugh
was born in Rapid City in 1902, where he grew up on a
farm north of the town. He had three brothers and one
sister. He farmed for a couple of years and then started
a Massey Harris implement business in Russell in 1929
with his brother Roy. Here he met Muriel, who had been
born in Shoal Lake in 1906. She went to Normal School
and taught north of Selkirk for one year and then, in a
one-room school near Solsgirth before coming to Russell
to teach.
Hugh and Muriel were married in August 1930 and
settled in Russell. However, in May of 1931, Hugh’s business was burned and all records destroyed. One month
after the fire, their oldest son, Cam was born. It was the
depression and jobs were hard to find. Hugh took a job as
caretaker of the school and worked hard at this job, with
very small wages. There was a huge furnace and often, in
winter, he would stay all night at the school to keep the
fire going. Of course, it was fueled with wood. In 1933,
their daughter, Donalda, known later as Donnie, was born.
These were hard times and they took in boarders to help
supplement Hugh’s income and to put food on the table
and clothe their two small children. Many people were
in the same circumstances and so things didn’t seem so
bad.
In the spring of 1937, Hugh went to northern British
Columbia to get a job in a gold mine where his brother
Ross was working. A short time later, Muriel and the two
children went up to join him. They traveled by train, bush
plane, truck and team and wagon to get there. In September
1937 the mine was closed and Hugh, Muriel and two children stayed on to care take the mine site. This was an
experience not soon forgotten. They were the only ones
in camp and for five months, Muriel never saw another
woman. Cam took his Grade 1 there with lessons sent
from the Department of Education via mail. Hugh had
to walk 35 miles one way to get the mail each month.
They were very isolated but enjoyed the mountains and
the peace they found there. Muriel and the two children
came back to “civilization” in Shoal Lake in August 1938
and Hugh joined them in December of the same year.
He worked a few months on the Alaska Highway before
coming down.
In the spring of 1939, Hugh secured employment with
B.A. Oil as branch manager in Somerset, MB. The family
lived there and the two kids went to school until the fall of

FERRIS, BOB and NORA
Submitted by Maureen McJannet
My dad was with the railroad. We arrived in Neepawa
in the summer of 1958. We were a family of five then.
My youngest sister Erin, was born in Neepawa on Feb.
27, 1960, almost a leap year baby! We lived in a duplex
on Fifth Avenue across from the creamery. Although we
only lived in Neepawa for three years, I still remember it
with great affection. I started my school years at West Park
School, Grades 1-3. One of my friends was Kathy Boyle.
Her aunt lived in a beautiful old house on the corner of
Fifth and Hamilton Street. I used to play there with Kathy.
I remember going up to the attic and discovering all kinds
of treasures there!
Although my family and I moved away a long time ago
there is something about my time there that will remain
with me always – “My little town.”
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Muriel and Hugh retired to Victoria in 1970 where
they enjoyed golfing and curling. Hugh sang in the choir
and Muriel did church work. Hugh also took up painting
and left many pictures for his family and friends to enjoy.
Hugh died in 1987 and Muriel in 1995.

1943, when Hugh was transferred to Neepawa. In January
1940, Hugh and Muriel’s second son, Bill, was born in
Miami, MB in a nursing home as there were no hospitals
nearby.
Years later, both Hugh and Muriel stated that the best
years of their married life were the short three year residence in Neepawa living across the road from Central
School and next door to the United Church. They both
were very active in the United Church (Hugh sang in the
choir and Muriel participated in women’s groups and
taught Sunday school). Hugh was involved in the local
Lions Club.
After leaving Neepawa in 1946, Hugh became branch
manager of B.A. Oil to Brandon where they lived until
1950. They then moved to Winnipeg, where Hugh retired
in 1967. While in Brandon, Muriel began substituting in
the schools to supplement their income. With three growing children and the possibility of university looming in
the future, this seemed very necessary.
Cam went to Brandon University and received his
Bachelor of Science in 1952, and later did post graduate
studies in geology and zoology and gained employment
as a middle manager for the City of Edmonton. It was
in Neepawa that Cam learned to swim in the Whitemud
River in the local swimming hole. He also learned to ski
on the hill just to the south and east of the town adjacent
to the main highway. In Neepawa, Cam attended his first
dance and had his first date! In Grade 8, Cam was invited
to join a group of three other boys to learn to play chess
with his two school principals Wes McAmmond and Mr.
Ray. Interestingly, three of those boys went on to lead
successful professional lives with the fourth dying while
attending university. Living in Neepawa for those important transition years from childhood to a teenager, Cam
came of age. His first job was delivering newspapers and
later as delivery person for the local dry cleaning establishment.
Donnie went to United College in Winnipeg and
received her Bachelor of Arts in 1953 and her Bachelor
of Pedagogy from the University of Manitoba in 1955.
She taught school in Russell and later was very active in
various organizations in the Russell community.
Bill received his Bachelor of Commerce from the U
of M in 1973 and worked for the Bank of Commerce in
Winnipeg and Kenora, ON
Cam married Joy Barton in 1955. They have two boys
and a girl and eight grandchildren. Cam and Joy have been
very active as environmentalists and have many awards
to show for their work. Donnie married David Dunn of
Russell. They farmed for 40 years and have three boys and
six grandchildren. Bill married Susan Swan of Winnipeg.
They have two boys and a girl and two grandsons. All
Hugh and Muriel’s children are retired and enjoying life
to the fullest.

FINLAYSON, ROBERT H. and BEVERLEY
Submitted by Bob and Bev Finlayson

Bill, Cheryl Majcher, Heather (Symbalisty)
Robert Hume Finlayson, son of William and Irene
(Barron) Finlayson was born Mar. 30, 1942 in Arden, MB.
He was the middle one in the family. There was James
(Jim), Robert (Bob) and Barry. Bob grew up on the farm
east of Arden and went to school in Arden. He then went to
Brandon University and took teacher training. On graduation Bob taught at Clarksville School and later at Palestine
School, just outside of Gladstone, MB. During these later
years, Bob attended Brandon and Winnipeg to obtain his
Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Education.
Beverley Anne Clark, daughter of William Herbert
Clark and Lilian (Winthrop) was born Mar. 10, 1942
in Neepawa. She was the second oldest of six girls:
Marilyn, Beverley, Linda, Elaine, Kathryn and Loreen.
They grew up on a farm in the Clarksville area and went
to Clarksville School until Grade 9. Bev spent Grades
10 and 11 in Winnipeg going to school there while she
helped a widowed aunt who had three small children. She
took Grade 12 in Neepawa, graduated and went on to
Teachers’ College in Winnipeg and got a teaching position
at MacDonald, MB.
Robert (Bob) and Beverley (Bev) were married on
June 29, 1963 in Neepawa. They moved to Winnipeg and
took up teaching positions there. Bob taught at Queenston
Elementary School and later at Lord Selkirk Elementary
School. Bev taught at Robert H. Smith School. They had
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two children while living in Winnipeg. Pamela Anne was
born 1965 and Robert William (Bill) born 1966. Pamela
died in 1966 in a home accident. In 1967, the family moved
to Neepawa and there, in 1967, Cheryl Kathryn was born
and in 1972 Heather Marie.
In Neepawa, Bob taught first at Viscount School. He
became principal after serving as vice-principal for a year.
Then, he moved to Neepawa Area Collegiate where he
taught mainly mathematics as well as serving as viceprincipal for several years. While there, he also helped start
the computer science course. In his last years of teaching,
he became involved in working for the Department of
Education on examination writing and correction and in
the development of Applied Mathematics Courses. Bob
also was a consultant/reviewer for a mathematics series
published by Addison-Wesley. He retired from teaching
in 1998 and continues to make Neepawa his home.
Bev returned to teaching and taught for several years
at Hazel M. Kellington School. She taught every afternoon sharing a Grade 3 class with the vice-principal, Bob
Bradley and later with Dixie Friesen.
Bill, their oldest, lives in Winnipeg and works for
Chubb Security Systems. Cheryl is married to Corey
Majcher and lives in Winnipeg. They have three children:
Brandon (1997), Dillon (1999) and Cassie (2001). They
lost a child, Megan, in 2000. Heather lives in Brandon and
has two boys: Dustin and Cody McDonald. She is divorced.
On May 5, 2007 she is marrying Aaron Symbalisty and
they will continue to live in Brandon.

Harry was born in Neepawa on Aug. 10, 1924, the
eldest son of Charles and Louise Finnimore. Charles and
Louise were married in March of 1920, and five weeks
later, Charles emigrated to Canada from England. The next
July, Louise joined Charlie. They worked in several places,
including Neepawa. In 1928, when Harry was four years
old, they moved to the Kavanaugh farm in the Norgate
area. Charlie and Louise have five other children. One
daughter died at the age of 25 and a son died at age 15.
Clifford and his wife Jean live in Neepawa. Evelyn and her
husband, Ivan Harper, live in McCreary, and the youngest,
Bryan and his wife Elaine, live in Drumheller, AB.
Harry attended school at Norgate. In January 1944,
he enlisted in the Canadian Armored Corps. going overseas in November. He was then transferred to the Infantry
Corps (Royal Winnipeg Rifles). He served in Europe and
was wounded on Mar. 29, 1945. As a result, his right leg
was amputated. He returned to Winnipeg from hospital in
England on July 1, 1945.
In 1946 Harry purchased the SE 33-19-15, and he had
seasonal work with the Parks Branch at Riding Mountain
National Park. Winter months were spent logging and
working at Chris Jensen’s sawmill.
On May 15, 1948 Harry married Jean McFarlane, the
youngest daughter of Alexander and Jessie McFarlane,
also of the Norgate area. After they were married, they
lived at the east gate of Riding Mountain National Park.
During these years, three of their five children were born:
Sharon in July 1951, Susan in May 1954 and Barry in June
1955. All were born in the McCreary Hospital. Later in
1955, Harry took a construction job with Federal Grain
Limited in McCreary. Upon completion of that project,
he found employment at the Brandon Generating Station
and the family moved to Brandon. In 1957, Harry was
employed at the Selkirk Generating Station and the family
lived in Lockport until 1961. At that point, Harry started
work on the construction of a new radar station being
built at Gypsumville. When the Canadian Forces Station
was opened in January 1963, he started as maintenance
carpenter supervisor with the Department of National
Defense. It was during this time at Gypsumville that the
two youngest children were born: Brian in January 1964
and Shauna in July 1968. Both were born at the Selkirk
General Hospital.
After spending nearly 25 years in the north, Harry
retired Jan. 31, 1985 and he, Jean and Shauna moved to
Neepawa. Jean died in June 2000. Shauna lives with her
two sons in Arcola, SK. Brian and his partner, Tracie, live
in Toronto, and have three children. Barry and his partner
Lynn are in Medicine Hat, AB. Sharon is also in Medicine
Hat. She has two married children and three grandchildren.
Susan and her husband, George Phillips, have recently

Bob and Bev Finlayson
Bob and Bev enjoy living in Neepawa in their retirement and hope to make it their home for many years to
come.
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and Grace. They enjoyed many happy years together on
the farm until Norma’s death in September of 1987. Jim
and Norma have two children: Bruce, born on June 19,
1964 and Janice, born on Sept. 8, 1966. Jim is now residing in Neepawa, with Bruce living on the family farm and
Janice in Winnipeg.

moved to Neepawa and own and operate the Garden Path
Bed and Breakfast.
The move to Neepawa was a good one for Harry and
Jean. It meant they were closer to family, and able to
connect with old friends.

FLEGER, ARCHIE and GRACE
Submitted by Janice Fleger
Archie Fleger moved to the Neepawa area from
Gravenhurst, ON in 1899 with his parents, Frances and
John Fleger, and siblings John, Annie, Wesley, Elizabeth,
Edgar, Mary and Angus. Irvin and Gladys were born in
Manitoba.
Archie married Grace Wallace of Golden Stream, MB
on Dec. 25, 1918. They have three children: Orlo, born
Feb. 20, 1923; James, born May 31, 1927 and Gwen, born
Aug. 27, 1934.

Jim and Norma Fleger, Wedding Day Nov. 4, 1950

Archie and Grace Fleger
Farming was Archie’s life occupation and he and
Grace farmed in the Springhill district until 1963, when
they retired to live in Neepawa. Grace passed away in
March, 1973. Archie continued to live in his home until
he moved East View Lodge in 1981. Archie passed away
Oct. 11, 1985.
Orlo married Roy Sanders North on Aug. 4, 1943 and
they have two children: Kenneth Roy, born on Oct. 22,
1945 and Laury James, born on Nov. 3, 1949. Roy passed
away on June 16, 1980. Orlo now resides in Kamloops,
BC.
James (Jim) married Norma Rebecca Yerex on Nov. 4,
1950 and they moved a home to share a yard with Archie

Jim and Norma Fleger 1985
Gwen married Wilfred Ernest Organ on Oct. 1, 1966.
Wilf passed away December 1986. Gwen is now residing
in Orlando, Florida with husband Mike Hurt.
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Mike is still working at the Fairmont Banff Springs and is
now a captain for the guest services department. Heather
works in Canmore at Alpine Homes where she works in
reception and accounts payable.
Vaughan Ashley married Kimberly Mae Harp of
Neepawa in May 2003. After high school, Vaughan attended
Confederation College in Thunder Bay, ON, taking aviation engineering technology. He finished his three-year
program in 2001. Kim became a licensed practical nurse
and they moved to Yorkton, SK in 2002 for Vaughan to
begin working for Morris Industries, as a manufacturing
engineer. He has done well for himself and is now a manufacturing supervisor. Julia Mae was born (2004) and now
has a little brother Drew Vaughan (2006). Kim is currently
an LPN at the Yorkton and District Nursing Home.
Loreen Gail married Jeffrey Bruce Walls of Brandon
in July 2003. Loreen attended Assiniboine Community
College in Brandon after high school where she met
Jeff. They have lived in various places over the years but
currently reside in Franklin. Jeff and Loreen have two
children: Carter Bruce (2004) and Cheyanne Gail (2006).
Jeff is working at Springhill Farms and Loreen is enjoying
being a mom.
Helena Dawn finished high school in 2004, and following her faith moved to Winnipeg to the Springs Church,
where she attended master’s commission for two years.
She is currently working at Springs Church in the media
department as director.

Harvey and Linda Fleger moved to Franklin in July
1987 from Pierson, MB, with their five children: Dean
Harvey (1976), Michael Scott (1977), Vaughan Ashley
(1979), Loreen Gail (1983), and Helena Dawn (1986).
Harvey worked for Co-op Implements until 1988, moved
on to Neepawa Ford for 11 years, worked in construction with Glen Rainka, was a waste management supervisor for the Neepawa Waste and Disposal, then worked at
the Neepawa Banner in advertising. Currently, Harvey is
working as a school bus driver and at the Co-op Grocery
Store. Linda has kept busy over the years. As well as
being a mother, she has sold Tupperware and a variety of
in-home products, and cleans homes. Linda became the
Franklin post mistress in 2002. She runs a coffee shop in
the Post Office and displays her Home and Gifts and Mary
Kay products.
Dean Harvey married Kathryn Jane Sylvester of Arden
in March 1998. Dean and Katie have five children: Leah
Jane (1998), James Adam Dean (2001), Paul William
(2003), Johanna Caroline (2004) and John Patrick (2006).
Dean has had a variety of farm-hand jobs until 2000
when they moved back to Arden area and Dean started
his employment for Springhill Farms, where he currently
is working.

FORD, DUDLEY and ARDELL
Submitted by Ardell Ford
Dudley was born in Okehampton, Devonshire,
England on May 24, 1927 to Percy and Kate Ford. With
his brother, Kenneth, and parents, they came to London,
ON in October of 1928. The family, along with Percy’s
brother, Ivan Ford, came to Manitoba in the spring of
1929, by car, on their way to the Peace River country.
There was a snow storm and the roads were blocked west
of Winnipeg. They phoned Jim Brock who had worked
for Percy’s father in England and he told them there was
land available in the Winchester district. They settled in
the Florence district for two years. The first year they
were dried out, the second year, rusted out. They had an
auction sale in the spring of 1931 and returned to London,
ON. Dudley’s father could always get employment at his
Uncle Tom Copp’s Lumber Supply. Two years later, they
moved to a farm ten miles north of London and farmed
there until the spring of 1937. At that time, they moved
back to Manitoba to the Winchester district in the RM of
Lansdowne. Dudley had started school in Burr, ON and
completed his Grade 8 at Winchester School. In 1944, a
sister, Patsy, (now Mrs. Bill Harder of Gladstone) joined

Michael Scott married Heather Louisa Ludgate of
Boissevain in August 2001. After school, Michael went and
took one year of radio/TV broadcasting at Tech-Vocational
school in Winnipeg. After deciding this wasn’t for him,
he came back to Neepawa and worked as a key employee
for Dairy Queen. In 2000, Michael and Heather moved
to Banff, AB and worked at the Fairmont Banff Springs
Hotel. In 2001, they moved to Canmore. 2004 brought Zoe
Louisa into their lives, and Liam Scott arrived in 2006.
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the family. Dudley worked for his dad until 1949 when he
started farming with his brother.
I, Ardell Howard, was born on Aug. 6, 1933 at Riding
Mountain, MB. I was the fifth child of Herbert and Verna
Howard. I took my schooling at Riding Mountain and
my Grade 12 at McCreary. I moved to Neepawa in 1951
and was employed at the Canadian Imperial Bank of
Commerce.
Dudley and I were married on July 8, 1953 and lived
on the same yard as his brother and family on the NE
13-15-13 in the RM of Lansdowne. In 1964, we moved
to NE 14-15-13 and continued farming grain, cattle and a
newly constructed hog barn. Although now retired, this is
still our home location.
We have three children, eight grandchildren and one
great grandchild.
Our son Bruce, born May 5, 1954, began his education at the one room Winchester School. Then, onto
Arden Elementary and completed his high school at the
Neepawa Area Collegiate. In 1980, he married Ellen Parr
of Windsor, ON and they have lived in Ontario, British
Columbia and Saskatchewan. At present, they live near
Stonewall, MB where Bruce is the pastor of the Stonewall
Christian Assembly and Ellen teaches at a Hutterite colony
near Teulon, MB. They have four children: Paul, married to
Jennifer Toews of Winnipeg in 2004; Heather in her third
year at the University of Winnipeg; Patricia completing
her Grade 12 at Stonewall this June (2007) and David also
attending Stonewall high school in Grade 9.
Our daughter, Sandra, born Oct. 22, 1957, also attended
Winchester, Arden and Neepawa schools. She married
Roland Unger on May 8, 1976 and they farm on the NW
14-15-13. They have two children; Craig married to Amber
Asham in 2000, the parents of our great grandchild, Dillan,
born on Apr. 5, 2002; and Twyla living and working in
Brandon, MB. (See Roland and Sandra Unger story)
Our second daughter, Sharon, born Nov. 25, 1962,
attended Arden and Neepawa schools. She married Evan
Asselstine of Peace River, AB in 1983. They have lived
in Alberta and Saskatchewan before coming to their present location in Neepawa. Evan is the pastor of Neepawa
Calvary Chapel and Sharon is an educational assistant at
Hazel M. Kellington Elementary School. They have two
children: Courtney in Grade 7 at NACI and Joel in Grade
5 at HMK.

Ken and Helen 1992
Helen was born in Alberta in 1929. She came to
Manitoba with her parents Fred and Viola Thomson, older
sister Grace, younger brother Don and younger sister
Wanda in 1935. They lived along Highway 16, south of
Arden.
Ken and Helen were married in 1949. They had a
mixed farm in the Winchester district east of Arden. Ken
and Helen were very involved in the work of the Calvary
Chapel. The family attended Winchester, Arden and
Neepawa Schools.
Ken retired in 1981. They moved to Whitmore Crescent
in Neepawa. Ken delivered groceries for Safeway while
Helen sewed and worked auction sales. They both did
casual work at the Neepawa Press.
Ken passed away in 1997. Helen moved to Elks Manor
in 2006.
Ken and Helen have a family of five: Margaret, born
in 1951, Gordon, born in 1952, Ernie born in 1956, Ruth
born in 1961 and Lorna born in 1964.

FORD, KEN and HELEN
Submitted by Helen Ford
Ken was born in England in 1922. He came to Canada
with his parents, Percy and Kate and younger brother
Dudley. A sister Pat later joined the family. They settled
in the Winchester district.

Lorna, Ernie, Margaret, Gordon and Ruth
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gyman, went back to England. Joseph and John bought
the E.G. Hipwell business and ran it for many years as
“Foreman Bros”. When Joseph went into the insurance
business in Yorkton, SK John carried on the United Store
until his death in 1949. John was greatly interested in the
archaeology and historic sites in the Arden district, and,
with Mr. W.C. Boughton, did much for the preservation
of several Indian Mounds.
Mr. and Mrs. Ebenezer Foreman, parents of twelve
children, came to Arden in 1907 with the younger members
of their family: Hattie, Ted, Ezra, Louise, Fred and Ben.
In addition to farming, Mr. Foreman was a stock dealer
until his death in 1939. Mrs. Foreman Sr. passed away in
1953 at the age of ninety-six years.
Joseph Foreman (deceased’73) married Viola Hipwell
(deceased’93) and they had three sons: Reginald, William
and Douglas. Reg married Madge Jones (deceased) of
Toronto (resides in B.C.). They have five children: Tony
(deceased’06) married Judy and they have two children:
Michelle and Ryan; Garth (deceased’82); Cam; Wendy
married Bob Williams (deceased’06); and Chris. Reg was
in the R.C.A.F. and then worked in the Consolidated Gold
Mines in Yellowknife, NWT for thirty years.
Bill (deceased’78) married Ida Baxter (deceased’06)
of Toronto. They have one daughter, Judy, who married
Dr. Tom Caldwell (resides Vancouver). They have two
children: Chelsea married Ron; and Joshua. Bill followed
in his dad’s footsteps and managed insurance agencies in
Yorkton, Hamilton, Peterborough and Victoria.
Doug (deceased’04) married Jean Schramm of
Melville, SK (resides Neepawa). They have five children:
Douglas (Jody), Gary, Raymond, Pat and Brett.

Margaret married Allan Fehr in 1971 and they live in
Gladstone, MB. They have three children: Rodney and
Lisa married in 1999 with children Elizabeth, Kimberly,
Katheryn and Timothy live in Victoria, BC; Sherri and
Jayson Spurrell married in 1998 with children Jesse, Justin
and Ethan live in Gladstone and Jeffrey of Royal Canadian
Horse Artillery in Shilo.
Gordon married Debbie Welbourne in 1975 and they
are living near Shilo, MB. They have two children: Carolyn
in Fort Nelson, BC and Ken in Lloydminster, AB.
Ernie married Linda Repko in 1977 and they live
in Neepawa. They have two children: Erin and Tristan
Duchart (2002) in Brandon and Brian in Neepawa.
Ruth married Lee Unger in 1981 and they are living
in Killarney, MB. They have three children: Brock in
Winnipeg, Michael in Winnipeg and Matthew at home
in Killarney.
Lorna married Reg Rivett in 1985 they are living
in Swan River, MB. They have five children: Reg in
Lloydminster, Reuben, Richard, Russell and Ryley at
home in Swan River.

FOREMAN, JOSEPH and VIOLA
Submitted by Doug and Gary Foreman

Entrance to Lansdowne Park in Arden
Foreman is a name which has been connected with
the business, athletics, social, spiritual and cultural life
of Arden for many years. John, Joseph and William, sons
of Ebenezer and Louise Foreman, left Ledgate, Suffolk,
England in 1901 with Manitoba as their destination.
Winnipeg had no work for “green” Englishmen. They got
jobs in Brandon and finally came to Arden in 1903.
Joseph clerked for one of the early merchants, Mr.
William Patterson, and for E.G. Hipwell. William, a cler-

Family Reunion
Douglas (Jody) married Jan Weaver of Vancouver
(resides Victoria). They have two sons: Scott and Ian. Gary
married Lynn McDowell of Winnipeg (resides Nanoose
Bay). They have three children: Michael, Kristen and
Trevor. Kristen married Doug Anderson of Red Deer and
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His love of golf, among other things, leads Doug and
Jean to travel to their winter home in South Texas for three
months each winter.
Jean Ellen McClelland was born on Mar. 26, 1941 in
Durban, MB to Alison and Kenneth McClelland. Doug
and Jean were married in Neepawa in 1961.
A former teacher, Jean was librarian at the Neepawa
Public Library for over 22 years. She loved working with
the public and her job as librarian. During her years there,
library usage increased greatly, computers replaced the
card catalogue and recorded circulation, and a lovely new
library was built, one of the first rural libraries in Manitoba
to offer internet access to the public.
Courses from University of Manitoba, Brandon
University, Assiniboine Community College, and Red
River Community College led Jean to a broader education including her certificate in library training.
Her other activities included the Toastmistress Club,
pottery, tennis, swimming, painting, writing, reading, Fine
Arts Festival, Holiday Festival of Arts, Neepawa Golf and
Country Club, Manitoba Summer Theatre School and as a
volunteer for the Yellowhead Arena and now for the Roxy
Theatre, Viscount Cultural Council and the Lily Festival. A
charter member of the Neepawa Kinettes, she is a continuing member of the Neepawa Lionelles.
Theatre has been Jean’s most consuming interest. She
performed or worked backstage in local productions for
many years. One of the founding members of Neepawa’s
Whitemud Comedy Company, Jean was also on the board
of the provincial Association of Community Theatres.
Since her retirement, Jean finds time for reading (of
course), gardening (flowers), sewing, swimming, painting,
and writing.

have two sons: Dominic and Jonathan. Trevor married
Alisa Samer of Calgary. Raymond married Marilyn Ivey
of Binscarth (resides Arden). They have three daughters:
Adrienne, Jocelyn and Heather. Pat is a school principal in Toronto. Brett is married to Elaine Milliken of
Edmonton (resides Sherwood Park). They have five children: Liseanne, Bryce, Natalie, Kyle and Dylan.
Doug was overseas in WW II in the Canadian Army
for five and a half years. Doug and Jean farmed for 25
years on the Foreman farm, a mile west of Arden. Doug
was on the Lansdowne Council for twelve years and was
Reeve for two years and was the original manager of the
Whitemud Watershed Conservation District in Neepawa.
Jean and Doug made significant contributions to the Arden
community for over 50 years, serving and heading many
committees. He was devoted to the history of the district
and its heritage.

FORSMAN, DOUGLAS and JEAN
Submitted by Jean Forsman
Douglas Wayne Forsman was born in Neepawa to Ruth
(Thompson) and Sture Forsman in the Neepawa Hospital
on Nov. 26, 1941.
He has always worked at Murray’s Garage in various
aspects of the automotive industry, beginning in the body
shop, then lubrication technician, licensed mechanic, shop
foreman, service manager and now he has been in sales for
a number of years. He was a member of GM’s Technician’s
Guild for over 30 years. He was in the Sales Manager’s
Honours Club for 14 years and twice was appointed to the
Master Manager’s National Council. As service manager,
he won five first class GM trips for his excellence, traveling with his wife Jean to Florida, California, Hawaii,
Bermuda and Paris.
He served on the Neepawa Volunteer Fire Department
for 20 years.
A charter member of the Neepawa Kinsmen, he is now
a continuing member of the Neepawa Lion’s Club.
Doug has always loved sports. At age 13, he was a
member of the Bantam BB Provincial Hockey Team. He
played commercial hockey, and was on the original 39ers
Old-timer’s Hockey Team. He enjoyed swimming, boating
and waterskiing. He spent time snowmobiling and sold
Arctic Cat snowmobiles with his brother Ron for some
time.
Computers have always been one of Doug’s interests,
from the Vic 20 to his present laptop.
He discovered golf and served many years on the golf
executive, as grounds chairman, membership chairman and
finance chairman. Doug’s part-time business, Forsman’s
Golf Car Sales and Service still provides reliable repairs.

Back Row L to R: Corinne, James, Jean, Doug, Grant,
Michelle
Front Row: Joshua, Cody, Christianna (Tia), Justin,
David, Stephanie
Jean and Doug are proud of their two sons, their wives
and six grandchildren.
Grant Douglas (born July 5, 1964 in Neepawa) married
Michelle Delorme. They have two sons, Justin, (1993)
and David, (1999) and one daughter, Stephanie, (2003).
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operate the service until 2002. This service and the ambulance service were also operated from Centerville Sales
and Service. In 1991, Ron decided to close Centerville
Sales and Service so that he could concentrate his total
time on the ambulance and handy van services. This building at 284 Mountain Avenue was sold to Chalet Carpets
and now the Touchwood Park Association administration
office is located there.
Ron joined the Neepawa Fire Department in 1958 and
was in the department for 14 years. He has been a member
(one year as president) of the Neepawa Lions Club for 20
years and a member for a short time of the Neepawa Rotary
Club. Mrs. Marie Salway was very instrumental in having
a high school driver education program in Neepawa as she
felt that this could reduce motor vehicle accidents with
our youth. Once again, Ron was a key person along with
Peter Isaac and George Atkins to start the driver education
program in Neepawa in July 1968 and to be one of the
instructors for seven years.

James Ronald (born Mar. 23, 1968, Neepawa) married
Susan Nisbet. They were divorced in 1991. They have one
daughter, Christianna, (1990).
James then married Corinne Groening Klassen whose
son Cody, (1988) was adopted by James. Their second son
Joshua was born in 1995.

FORSMAN, RONALD and NORMA
Submitted by the family

Ronald, the eldest child of Ruth and Sture Forsman,
was born Sept. 15, 1938 in Neepawa. He received his
education in Neepawa and as a youth worked for the
Department of Highways until 1954. In 1955, he was
employed by Murray’s Garage, now known as Murray’s
of Neepawa. He took a five-year apprenticeship course in
auto mechanics and in 1960 received his mechanics papers.
He worked as an auto mechanic at Murray’s Garage until
1964, when he assumed position of service manager. He
held that position until the end of 1974 and then managed
the Murray’s Leisure Centre, selling Edson and Starcraft
camper units on the Evans Bowling parking lot. Mar. 15,
1975, he purchased the ambulance service from White’s
Funeral Home and operated this community service until
June 30, 2005 when he retired and transferred the service
to the Assiniboine Regional Health Authority. In 1979,
he constructed a building and opened a business in recreational sales and service under the name of Centerville
Sales and Service at 284 Mountain Avenue (former Scotty
MacGregor’s blacksmith shop location) and in 1985 he
added the Radio Shack and Total Sound franchises. In
1981, Ron was one of the key persons to start the handy
van service in Neepawa. Ron was hired under contract by
the Neepawa and District Disabled Persons Association to

L to R: Peter Isaak, George Atkins, Ron
starting the driver education program in Neepawa in
1968.
Ron has served as a councilor for the town of Neepawa
starting in 1980 to 1989, then re-elected in 1995 until
present, which has enabled him to be deputy mayor, and a
member of many boards and organizations in our community. In 2010, Ron will have served as councilor for 24
years. Ron is very proud of his home town and is always
promoting Neepawa in any way that he can.
Apr. 12, 1958, Ron married Innocent (Inky) Andriane
Baraniuk in the Ukrainian Catholic Church at Mountain
Road, MB. Inky was born to Annie and Nicholas Baraniuk
on Dec. 29, 1936 at home at Mountain Road. Her early
years were spent at the farm at Mountain Road, attending
school and the Ukrainian Catholic Church. She graduated
from high school at Sacred Heart Academy in Yorkton, SK
in 1955. When she returned to Neepawa, she was employed
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Sales and Service and the Neepawa Handy Van with his
father until 2003. During his years in Neepawa, Kelly
became a figure skating instructor, led aerobics classes and
was very involved in the local drama club. Kelly married
Kimberley Wenham of Neepawa, who was also an employee
of the Neepawa and District Ambulance Service and from
this marriage they have two daughters: Robyn Breanne,
born Sept. 5, 1984, who is presently teaching at Minnedosa
Collegiate; and Corrie Dawn, born Apr. 18, 1986, who
is self-employed as a wax technician and pedicurist in
Neepawa. October, 2007, Corrie married Ryan Ford, son
of Angus and Cathy Ford of Eden. Ryan is employed with
his father at John’s Electric in Neepawa. Kelly is now in
Winnipeg working for the Winnserv Inc. as a residential
supervisor/manager of a group home for mentally challenged adults. Although many may not understand the
complexities of his life, Kelly found this quote to live by:
“It’s better to be hated for what one is, than to be loved
for what one isn’t”.
Sharran received her education in Neepawa and
participated in the figure skating club and the gymnastics
club. Sharran attended one year at the Baptist Leadership
Training School in Calgary and began her studies at Brandon
University. During her summers, she was employed at East
View Lodge and the Town of Neepawa. Sharran married
Andrew Dennis, a farmer from the Brookdale area, and
from this marriage they have two sons: Riordan Shea,
born Jan. 6, 1990, and Ryerson Finn, born Aug. 21, 1996.
Riordan is in Grade 12 (2007/2008) at the Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute and has been very active in hockey,
piano lessons, jazz band, and student council. Ryerson is
in Grade 5 (2007/2008) at Hazel M. Kellington School and
enjoys soccer, hockey and reading. Sharran is now living in
Brandon, entering into her fourth year of psychiatric nursing at the Brandon University and working part time for
the Brandon Regional Health Authority as a crisis worker
at the crisis stabilization unit. Sharran is engaged to be
married to Bernard Mullins who hails from Louisbourg,
Cape Breton Island, NS. Bernie is the chaplain at the
Brandon Correctional Centre. They are looking forward
to creating a new life together.
Kristine received her education in Neepawa and participated in the figure skating club and the gymnastics club.
During her summers while attending high school, Kris
worked for her father and brother at Centerville Sales and
Service in the Radio Shack and Total Sound departments.
Upon graduation, Kris attended Keewatin College in The
Pas, MB, to obtain her certificate as a dental assistant.
Kris has been employed as a dental assistant in Brandon
and is presently employed with Crocus Dental Clinic. July
13, 2002, Kris married Brad Tesarski of Brandon, who is
employed with Westman Communications, as the manager
of technical services. Kris and Brad have two daughters:
Emily May, born Nov. 5, 2003, and Olivia Lynn, born

by the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce. Through
her hard work and dedication she achieved the position
of accounts manager. She was employed by the bank for
33 years until her retirement in 1988. Inky was an active
community supporter and volunteer. She was involved in
many service clubs and organizations, and was also very
active in the life of The First Baptist Church. Inky, after
a lengthy illness with Alzheimer’s, passed away on Aug.
18, 1998 at East View Lodge, Neepawa.

Back Row: Kristine, Dwayne
Front Row: Sharran, Kelly, Ron
Ron and Inky’s marriage was blessed with four children: Dwayne Ronald, born Aug. 17, 1958; Kelvin Richard,
born Dec. 7, 1962; Sharran Lynne, born May 4, 1968, and
Kristine Marie, born Jan. 26, 1971.
Dwayne received his education in Neepawa and while
attending school he was involved with the minor hockey
and was employed part time at William’s Tom Boy, Ebner’s
Men’s Wear and assisted his father with the ambulance
service. In March, 1977, he moved to Winnipeg where
he was employed with Winnipeg Ambulance Service and
in 2007 retired as a paramedic with the Winnipeg Fire
Paramedic Service. Dwayne has also worked part time as
the paramedic training officer for the South Eastman Health
Authority. January, 2008, Dwayne will be heading up the
paramedic training program for the Red River Community
College in Winnipeg. On May 2, 1981, Dwayne married
Christine Bogucki of Winnipeg. Christine is employed
with the Misericordia Health. Dwayne and Christine have
one daughter, Alanna Kelsey, born Nov. 9, 1992. Alanna
has been very active in soccer, music, water polo, and
gymnastics, just to mention a few of her many activities.
Alanna is in Grade 10 (2007/2008) at the Dakota High
School.
Kelvin (Kelly) received his education in Neepawa and
participated in the figure skating club. Kelly co-managed
the Neepawa and District Ambulance Service, Centerville
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June 26, 2006. Kris, Brad, and family live on acreage near
Alexander, MB.
Sept. 26, 1992, Ron married Norma Joyce Watson,
daughter of Harry and Hazel Watson (see Harry Watson
Family history) of Neepawa. Norma was born Oct. 5, 1955,
at Neepawa and spent her early years in Neepawa and
Plumas. Norma attended school at Plumas and returned to
Neepawa in 1966 to attend Grade 6 at Hazel M. Kellington
School and graduating in 1973 from NACI. Upon graduation, Norma began employment at the administration office
of the Neepawa-Gladstone Co-op until 1977, then attended
one year at the Pentecostal Bible College in Saskatoon, SK
until April, 1978, at which time she was employed with
Turtle River School Division in the administration office
in McCreary, MB until the summer of 1983. June 1984,
Norma began part time employment with Centerville Sales
and Service, which developed into full time employment
in January of 1985. In the spring of 1987, Norma took
her first aid and cardio pulmonary resuscitation training,
to become an ambulance attendant with Neepawa and
District Ambulance Service, and then further training to
obtain the first responder level as an ambulance attendant. Norma was an ambulance attendant until the spring
of 1994. August, 1993, Norma obtained a term position
with Beautiful Plains School Division in the administration
office, which resulted in full time employment in 1994.
While employed with the school division, Norma still
assisted with the accounting of the Neepawa and District
Ambulance Service and Neepawa Handy Van.
Neepawa will always be home.

Jack and Marg Forsythe and their family
Kimberley, Bob and Brian (1993)
Michael married Nola Stav in July 1972 in Nanimo,
BC where they still reside. They have no children.
Maureen married Jeff Planche in October 1984 in
Surrey, BC. They reside in Langley, BC. They have no
children.
Douglas never married. Doug died in 1982 in
Vancouver, BC.
Allison and Mabel’s second daughter, Florence,
married Joseph Tester in April 1958, in Toronto, ON.
Florence and Joe have three children: Stephen Joseph
John, born February 1959 in Toronto; Paulette Anne, born
August 1962 in Toronto; and Timothy John Joseph, born
January 1964 in Calgary, AB.
Florence and Joe moved to Calgary, AB in 1962
where Joe was employed by a trust company. In 1994,
they moved to Airdrie, AB just outside of Calgary to retire
and purchased a condominium.
Joe passed away in February 2006. Florence still
resides in Airdrie.
Stephen married Sandee Parkin, in Calgary in July
1992. They have one daughter, Laurel Maria Florence,
born May 1996. They reside in Calgary.
Paulette is not married and lives in Olds, AB.
Tim married Dawn Cameron in January 1992, in
Vancouver, BC. They have two children: Joshua Adam
born June 1992 and Matthew Aaron born April 1996. Tim
presently resides in Calgary.
Allison and Mabel’s son, Earl, served overseas in
World War II. After the war, Earl married Ruth Mitchell
in November 1947 in Coronach, SK. Earl and Ruth have
four children: Dennis Allison, born September 1948 in
Regina; Raymond Arthur, born September 1949 in Regina;

FORSYTHE, JACK and MARGARET
Submitted by Margaret Forsythe
Allison Mitchell Forsythe was born in Springhill
Junction, NS in August 1884 – he died June, 1974.
In 1911, in Little River, NS, Allison married Annie
Paton. They had one son, Mitchell Allison, born April
1912 – died 1970. Annie died in 1914.
In about 1918, Allison, moved west to Manitoba with
his young son Mitchell. Allison married Mabel Gill of
Salisbury, MB. Mabel was born in 1892 – she died in
October 1927. Allison and Mabel have three children:
Ruth Evelyn, born December 1920; Florence Edith, born
January 1923; and Earl Wilmot, born December 1925.
Ruth married William (Bill) Dennis in May 1940. Bill
served overseas during World War II. After the war, Bill
and Ruth moved to Brookdale, MB where they farmed.
Ruth died in July 1964, and Bill died in February 1970.
Ruth and Bill have three children: Michael Allison, born
July 1951; Maureen Ruth, born May 1953; and Douglas
William, born April 1955.
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Ellen was married and has a daughter Maria Louise,
born September 1978 in Edmonton, AB.
Signe married Gary Gibson in December 1983.
Signe and Gary have two children: Lukas Christopher,
born December 1987; and Kathyrine (Katie) Louise, born
March 1991. At present they reside in Stony Plain, AB.
Peter married Brenda Lynn Gibson in August 1998.
At present they reside in Edmonton, AB.
Donald married Elizabeth (Betty) Kischuk in October
1961 in Winnipeg. Don and Betty have three children:
Sharon Lynn, born March 1963 in Neepawa; Beverly Ann,
born November 1964 in Victoria, BC; and Alan Donald,
born June 1970 in Victoria, BC.

Joanne Ruth, born June 1953; and Barry Neil, born January
1957.
Dennis married Leah McVey in March 1969. They
have three children: Tara Denise, born September 1969;
Ryah Sage, born August 1974; and Regan Bree, born July
1977. At present they all reside in Kamloops, BC.
Raymond married Mae Louise Quan in April 1981.
Ray and Mae have three children: Kimberley Ray Anne,
born September 1986; Jillian Mae, born July 1990; and
Brian Stanley, born February 1992. At present Ray and
Mae reside in Ladner, BC.
Joanne married Barry McVey in October 1974. Joanne
and Barry have three children: Seonaid Frances, born
November 1976; Hilary Allison, born May 1979; and
Kristen Michel, born September 1980.
Barry is not married and currently resides in Vancouver,
BC.
After Allison’s second wife Mabel’s death, Allison
met and married Anne Elizabeth Powell of Arden, MB in
June 1929. Anne was born April 1898, she died December
1979.
Allison and Anne have three children: John (Jack)
Allison, born August 1930; Dorothy Clara, born November
1935 and Donald Edward, born April 1937 all being born
in Neepawa.
Jack married Margaret Baraniuk in November 1954 in
Neepawa. Jack and Margaret have three children: Robert
(Bob) Allison, born March 1958; Brian John, born April
1960 and Kimberley Ann, born March 1964 all being born
in Neepawa.
In 1967, Jack moved his family to Victoria, BC where
he was employed by Transport Canada at the Victoria
International Airport. In 1974, they moved to Winnipeg,
where Jack worked at the Winnipeg International Airport
until his retirement in 1990. In 1994, Margaret retired from
banking and they spent their winters in Arizona and Texas
until 2004. Jack passed away in March 2006. Margaret
presently lives in Winnipeg.
Bob married Carol Stodgell in April 1986. They live
in Winnipeg and have no children.
Brian is not married. He lives in Winnipeg.
Kimberley was married and has a daughter, MacKenzie
Allison, born July 2003. Kimberley and MacKenzie live
in Winnipeg.
Dorothy married Thor Andreassen in June 1953 in
Neepawa. Dorothy and Thor lived in Portage la Prairie,
MB where Thor worked for a dairy company. In 1956, they
moved to Edmonton, AB where Thor worked at Jasper
Dairies. In 1974 they moved to Stony Plains, AB where
they still reside.
Dorothy and Thor have three children: Ellen Andrea,
born September 1954 in Portage la Prairie; Signe Marie,
born August 1956 in Portage la Prairie; and Peter Allison,
born March 1959 in Edmonton.

Don and Betty Forsythe and family – Bev, Sharon and
Alan (1980)
In 1963, Don and Betty moved to Esquimalt, BC
where Don was stationed in the navy. After returning
from his duty with the navy, Don started his own cabinetry company, first out of their home in Victoria, and then,
later in Langford, BC as his business got bigger. In 1980,
they moved to Courtney, BC where they farmed and Betty
worked in the health laboratory. In retirement, they moved
from the farm into Courtney where they still reside.
Sharon was married and has two sons: Jonathon Myles,
born November 1990; and Owen Donald, born February
1993. Sharon and her family live in Duncan, BC.
Beverly was married and has two daughters: Taleah
Danielle, born January 1986; and Toni Ann born April
1988. Bev presently lives in Courtney, BC.
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at Riverside Residence, Gladstone. She returned to teaching in 1987 and much enjoyed the years at Arden School,
retiring in 1998.
Ross and Joyce have two children: Allen Ross born
Jan. 16, 1968 and Cecile Denyse born June 24, 1969. Allen
and Cecile were educated at Gladstone Elementary School
and William Morton Collegiate Institute and were always
involved in sports, 4-H and music. Allen studied broadcasting at Algonquin College in Ottawa. He is presently
employed with the Canadian Broadcast Corporation. He
and partner Lori Lavoie and sons Ethan and Avery live in
Whitehorse, YT. Cecile graduated from the University of
Manitoba with a Bachelor of Arts in Honours Psychology.
She is now a student advisor with the arts faculty at the
University. She and partner Richard Banack live on an
acreage near Lorette, MB.
Although living on the farm, Ross and Joyce have
always been involved in Gladstone affairs. They are active
in the United Church. Both served as RM of Lansdowne
representatives on the Seven Regions Health Centre Board.
Ross was a director of the Auction Mart and the United
Grain Growers Elevator. He was a leader of the Gladstone
4-H Beef Club and is an honorary life member of the
Agricultural Society. For many years, he was on the operating committee of the skating rink and the hockey association, a player and organizer for the Gladstone Intermediate
Hockey Team and a coach of minor hockey. Hockey years
with Keyes and later helping Glenholm win two championships in the Inter-Ridge league are special memories. While Joyce was involved with Arden School, they
took part in RM of Lansdowne activities and supported
Arden as its main center: shopping, curling and community gatherings. Joyce enjoys meeting with Neepawa and
Area Retired Teachers and weekly sings with the Neepawa
Choraliers. Ross has served on both Lansdowne Heritage
Committees and represented Lansdowne on the Whitemud
Watershed Conservation District Board.

Alan married Tracy Staub in June 1995. They have
three children: Laurel Elizabeth, born January 1999;
Spencer William born March 2002; and Emma Paige, born
July 2005. Alan and his family presently live in Kamloops,
BC.
There have been several Forsythe Family Reunions
held over the years. The most recent one was held in
August 2001 in Stony Plains, AB at Dorothy and Thor’s.
The Forsythe Family was well represented there by many
family members.

FOSTER, ROSS and JOYCE
Submitted by Joyce Foster
The Fosters’ roots are deep in the RM of Lansdowne, in
particular, the Keyes district (Foster Family – Legacies of
Lansdowne p. 198). Ross’s great-grandfather John Foster,
his wife and their family came west from Brussels, ON in
1878, homesteading E ½ 2-15-13. Their son John (Ross’s
grandfather) and wife Alice and family, also farmed in
the Keyes district. John was a councilor for the RM of
Lansdowne for four years (1908-11) and then reeve for
34 years (1912-45). Their son Byron (Ross’s dad) married
Annie McKinnon. They farmed in the Keyes district where
Ross and Joyce now live.
Byron and Annie Foster have a family of four. The
oldest, Mollie Parakin, died in 1996. Her son Jim (Kathy)
lives in Calgary, AB. Don (Val) lives in Richmond Hill,
ON and Valerie lives in Niagara Falls, ON. Their second
daughter, Coleen, married George Todd and they and their
family live in Winnipeg: Loni (Doug Reimer) and children, Tyson, Tessa and Tanna; Jason (Pam) and daughter
Gabrielle. A son Billie was killed in an accident in 1977.
Byron Foster died in 1985. Annie Foster lives in
Gladstone. She has just celebrated her 95th birthday.
The McKinnon’s are also long-time Keyes residents
(Legacies of Lansdowne p.80 and p 338).
Grandma McKinnon (Mary) and Uncle Bill McKinnon
lived close to Ross and Joyce and were very much a part
of their family’s lives. Bill McKinnon died in 1985.
Joyce has RM of Lansdowne connections, too. Her
great-grandparents, Jacob and Charlotte Dotten, came west
from Nova Scotia and settled in the Winchester district
in 1883 (The Lansdowne Story p 149). Their daughter
Sadie (Joyce’s grandma) married William Galloway of
Gladstone. William was co-owner of the Galloway Store
in Keyes.
Ross and Joyce (daughter of Cecil and Sadie Wilson
of Gladstone) were married in 1961 and moved to the
family farm in 1964 (SE 35-14-13) where they still live
and farm. Joyce taught in Dauphin, Gladstone, Neepawa
and Arden high schools. During the years of raising a
family, she was a substitute teacher and worked part-time

L to R Back Row: Kathy, Jim, Val, Don, George,
Middle Row: Richard, Cecile, Joyce, Ethan, Lori, Avery,
Allen, Loni, Doug
Front Row: Ross, Annie, Tessa, Coleen with Tanna, Tyson
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July of 2007, viewing the lush beautiful fields of crops,
the question became even more troublesome “Why”? In
part the question was answered in George’s autobiography written nearly 60 years before. What the present NW
16-18-15 looks like today, isn’t anything like what was
there 125 years ago. One of the requirements for receiving
a deed to a homestead was one had to break ten acres each
year for three years and build a home and barn. Doesn’t
sound like much today but in those days the land was
covered with trees and rocks. George wrote that he was
barely able to clear ten acres and that didn’t include doing
much else. “When I was on the homestead I could only
break up five or six acres a year, but the first year I went
to Saskatchewan I broke 80 acres with less work. Then the
next year, I cropped the 80 acres along with the 75 acres
I hired broken the year before, which made me 155 acres
of wheat crop. I surely expected a good crop on newly
broken land, but I only got two to three bushels per acre,
and that year we lived in the granary for the summer and
built the new house which now stands on the home place
in Tugaske”.
The land was tough going but once cleared it was
dark rich soil. Tugaske was easy to clear but the growing
wasn’t near as good. (Maybe there was a reason there was
nothing to clear but weeds). When we found the homestead
in Riding Mountain NW 16-18-15 it was on a slope with
sandy soil; what a disappointment amongst such beautiful crops across the miles. Now we knew our answer as
at least in part. Besides being merciless hot and humid,
we discovered land difficult to crop and unable to support
a growing family. George continued to share in his autobiography that “homestead land was scarce and no land
available that could support his family”.
George Foulston Jr. was born in Millbank, ON, on
May 10, 1870; his parents were George William Foulston
born Apr. 10, 1834 in Darfield, Yorkshire, England and
Harriett Barnes born Nov. 15, 1838 in England, thought to
be the daughter of George and Charlotte Barnes. George’s
parents George and Harriett were married Oct. 17, 1859
in Plattsville, ON. George was the seventh of 13 children.
Frances (Frank) born Jan. 4, 1861; William born Jan. 1,
1862; Mary Ann Foulston born Feb. 17, 1864; Jane born
Nov. 18, 1865; Emma born Jan. 2, 1867; Moses Thomas
born Dec. 6, 1868; George born May 10, 1870; Isaac born
Sept. 18, 1872; Kate born 1873 died as an infant; infant
born 1874; infant born 1875; John born Aug. 19, 1876;
and Alexander (Alec) born Sept. 17, 1877.
From Millbank, ON, four of the Foulston brothers
moved to the Riding Mountain area to homestead. Frank
Foulston homesteaded W ½ 3-17-15 and also owned a
general store with his brother, John Foulston which was
burned down about 1909 by vandals. The newspaper states
“two Foulston brothers nearly escaped with just their
lives”. The vandals were caught and prosecuted, at least

The crop land is now rented, as is some of the pasture
land. The number of cattle has been reduced to about onethird. The garden is a lot smaller. A cabin at Sandy Lake,
which Joyce’s grandfather built in 1920, is now part of
summer activities. The inevitable is happening; time goes
on.

FOULSTON, GEORGE
Submitted by Ruth Foulston Wiebe, October 2007
Granddaughter of George and Irene Foulston
During the winter of 1949-50, my grandfather George
Foulston, wrote his autobiography for his grandchildren.
Much of the detailed information provided here is from
his autobiography with additions gathered from my family
research done during the past several years. In July, 2007,
my husband Dave Wiebe took three of us cousins: Dennis
Foulston, Louise Foulston Keyt, and I, Ruth Foulston
Wiebe in search of where our fathers were born. We spent
several days visiting homesteads and gravesites. We talked
and visited with many helpful local folks. The more we
learn, the more we realize we don’t know, however our
journey has been an amazing glimpse into the past “our
heritage”.
George Foulston homesteaded NW 16-18-15 in 1891
land currently owned by Bill and Lorna Jasper, kitty-corner
from SE 16-18-15 which was owned by his grandparentsin-law James Watson and his wife Jane (Buchannan), one
of the first homesteads in the Beautiful Plains (1885), land
currently occupied by many residents placed to rest in the
Riding Mountain Cemetery. James and Jane previously
had homesteaded land in 1879 in Springhill where their
youngest son Charles Allen Watson was born in 1880 in
the RM of Rosedale, Springhill district.
I know there is a story begging to be told as to the relationship between the Foulstons and Watsons that remains
buried deep in the graves of those who could tell. The
daughter of James and Jane Watson was Margaret born
in the home of George Foulston’s father: George William
Foulston in Ontario (about 8-9 months before he married
his wife Harriett Barnes in October of 1859 in Plattsville,
ON and only 11 years before George was born himself).
As to why and the circumstances of Margaret being born
in a Foulston home we don’t know. We do know, that
when George Jr. was 21 he worked for James Watson
for two months and that about 10 years later George Jr.
Foulston married James Watson’s granddaughter Mary
Irene Willerton, daughter of the above Margaret. George
Foulston was 14 years, 8 months, 28 days older than his
bride Mary Irene Willerton.
One of questions that Dennis expressed, was why
did they leave such a beautiful country to farm land in
Saskatchewan? As we drove down the country roads in
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never received. The rest of that winter, George cut fence
posts at two cents a post (with snow two feet deep) up in
the mountain about two miles from his homestead.
In 1895, once again work couldn’t be found in the
Neepawa area, so he went to the city of Brandon to work,
where he found work in a brickyard.
In the winter of 1897, George went with his brother
Tom and did stone mason and plastering at $1 per day.
Then the winter of 1898, George went to Grand Forks
and worked on the Grandmill Smelter all winter, and came
back home in the spring of 1899. For two years, George
worked around home at plastering.
In 1900, he went to Brandon and built a concrete house
for William Flarety, his brother-in-law (George’s sister
Emma Foulston’s husband).
In 1901, George came home from British Columbia to
see Irene Willerton. Mary Irene Willerton was the daughter
of Joseph Johnston and Margaret (Watson) Willerton.
George wrote “She was the best woman in the entire
world, one who could get a meal ready on time, milk a
cow and make good butter.” I fixed up the house so that
Irene said, “you could eat off the floor.” She thought it
was a little palace. On Mar. 26, 1902 George and Irene
were married in the home of her sister Mrs. Jim Mills.
(Annie Elizabeth Willerton born Sept. 15, 1878). They had
a small wedding at 10:00 AM with only 8 or 10 guests.
That morning it snowed and then it rained all the rest of
the day making travel difficult. They spent their first night
with some of Irene’s family and then went to their home
in Riding Mountain. (NW 16-18-15)
That first year, George and Irene stayed on their farm,
put in the crops and did some jobs at mason work to help
pay the bills. That winter, George hired two men to cut
cordwood. It appears that George might have been one
of the first in the area to provide for his family by selling cordwood. During the dirty thirties, Riding Mountain
became known as “Cordwood Town” because cordwood
had become one of the main sources of income.
George handled most of the wood five times which
was a lot of work before he would get any money. He
usually took out 125 cords every year. The first year, he
would skid it out and make a big pig-pen corral with the
wood, and let it stay the summer to season. He continued
that for eight years. George was in the cordwood business
until they moved to Saskatchewan in 1910.
On Aug. 8, 1903 their first child was born, a son who
lived only three weeks and then the following year, on
Aug. 28, 1904, another boy was born who only lived 6
weeks. Their graves were marked by a wooden cross in
their front yard.
In 1905, the family joined the Church of Christ. George
was church clerk and his father-in-law Joseph Johnston
Willerton was a Deacon.

all but one whom was declared just a bystander. Not long
after the burning of their store, Frank and John Foulston
moved to Tugaske, SK. And then there was our George
Foulston who homesteaded NW 16-18-15.
George, at the age of 17, worked on a farm with his
brother William for two years then returned home until
he was 21. In 1891, he took flight to Manitoba to a place
called Riding Mountain. His oldest brother Frank Foulston
had homesteaded W ½ 3-17-15 the previous year in 1890.
George wrote in his autobiography “I brought out a train
car full of settlers effects which included a team of horses,
a cow, a wagon, a disk and much more for his brother
Frank. As soon as I came to the station at Neepawa, my
brother wanted to know if I had any money. I said, “Not
very much, but I have some”. He said, “I would like to get
a little bit”. So I gave him $5, which left me with $2.50.
That is what I had to start with in Riding Mountain.
George stayed with his brother for about three weeks
and then got a job as a carpenter on a new schoolhouse
for $20 a month. Then he worked for Mr. Watson (Irene’s
grandfather) for two months. That fall of 1891, George
went threshing with Tom Eden for three months at $30 a
month until the first of December and then snow was a foot
and a half deep, and it was all stack threshing. The man
couldn’t pay the money owed so George put a house (12’
x 16’) up on his homestead land with very little money.
It was in 1891 that George homesteaded NW 16-18-15,
currently (2007) owned by Bill and Lorna Jasper. He had to
break ten acres each year for three years and build a home
and barn before he could get a deed for his homestead. The
first winter, his brother Frank helped him put up a house
and also a stable as he had to keep Frank’s horses while
Frank returned home to Ontario for the winter.
In the winter of 1894, George went fishing up north at
Lake Winnipegosis. There were four men: Neil Bluff; Tom
Foulston (another of George’s brothers); Frank Olson and
himself, George Foulston. Neil took his team and sleigh
which took about three days to travel the 200 miles. When
they got there, the first thing they had to do was to build
a shanty with small logs or poles, then buy their fishing
nets and lines. Frank Olson was the only one that had any
experience and he didn’t have very much. It might have
been fine if they were fishing in open water, but the lake
was frozen over a foot deep. It was 40 and 50 below zero.
They had to cut holes in the ice, and then put the net in
from one hole to another. They didn’t get many fish, and
thought they would get better after awhile, but with no
success. The few they did get there were poor quality and
would only sell for two to three cents a pound. Neil Bluff
and George had had enough and they went home. Frank
Olson and Tom Foulston stayed until spring, when they
returned home with heads hung low. They were broke and
had to walk home nearly all the way, they sold their nets
at a sacrifice and took a note for most of it, which they
371

and lived in the home with them. The following year, they
built a school house on the corner of his property equally
between his home and the neighbors. The school remained
open until the children had all finished Grade 10. Most
went away for higher education. Battleford Academy, SK;
Canadian Union College, AB, and Walla Walla College,
Washington, United States were the schools of choice.
Violet became a nurse in California. Roy and Peal attended
health education classes at Southern Missionary College
in Collegedale, Tennessee. Many seventh-day adventists
have held education in high regard and every effort was
made to learn and encourage their children and grandchildren the same. Farming was the tradition with new technologies learned and training schools attended. Medical
education was chosen by many: doctors, dentists, nurses,
health education and public health professionals, and physical therapists, however diversity abounds and there are
teachers, and ministers, accountants and realtors; there is
even a book editor who lives in London, England. There
are several who have studied flight and have their pilot’s
licenses, and there are two marine boat captains, a chef
in Toronto, ON and a specialty cheese maker in British
Columbia. All have special ties to Tugaske and Neepawa
“our beginnings”.
Music was a big part of the Foulston family. A piano
was purchased for Roy as he showed great interest. He
loves to play and has excellent music by ear skills and even
though his eyesight is weak and his hearing impaired at
100 he continues to share his joy through music. Wilbert
played the trumpet. Grandfather Joseph Willerton played
the violin for church and we have a photo of him playing
the bells, which is a board with various sized bells attached
which he would strike with a tool making music. Vocal
soloists, quartet members and members of choirs also share
their love for music. Grandchildren play a wide variety of
instruments: cello, violin, trumpet, clarinet, flute, harmonica, and accordion just to name a few. What a wonderful
band, orchestra and choir we will have in heaven.
George and Irene were faithful to God in all they did.
Raised their family to love the Lord and all await His
Second Coming.
In the spring of 1937, George spent three months in
bed with heart trouble. Violet who was a nurse living in
California came home in June and urged her parents George
and Irene to move to British Columbia where it would be
warmer. They moved to Penticton, where Wilbert, their son
was a minister preaching at the time. They stayed there
until the first of October and then went to Vancouver where
they lived for two years. Then, they bought a home at 485
Bennett Avenue in Penticton and settled there. Since that
time, they have spent four winters with Violet and also
Wilbert in California and have enjoyed visits to the farm
in Tugaske twice.

During their years at Riding Mountain, four more children were born to this family: George Angus Foulston aka
Angus born Jan 18, 1906; the next year Roy Alexander
was born July 22, 1907; and then Wilbert Ross on Aug. 9,
1908; then a much desired girl Violet Melrose aka Vicki
on Apr. 29, 1910. Violet was three weeks old when they
moved to Saskatchewan in May of 1910.
During the year 1904, George purchased a farm of 160
acres with a house and a stable already built for $200 and
in 1909, he sold it for $500. He bought four horses with
the money. With the two horses he already had, it made
a six-horse outfit.
In 1910, George moved the family to Tugaske, SK.
He sold his homestead in Manitoba for $1,000 and with
the money made from the bumper crop of 200 acres of
wheat made the following year, he was able to make all the
payments for his land and the three year contract of $800
for farm implements purchased the year before.
After their arrival in Tugaske, they got acquainted with
Mr. William Brown. He used to talk to them about the
Sabbath, and finally he made it his business to call on them
very often. Then he got Brother Forshaw to come and hold
some meetings. The Foulston family accepted Saturday as
the Sabbath Day in the fall of 1914. The next spring the
Eriksons, Brother Blix and Charlie Miller accepted the
Sabbath. In the fall of 1915, when they were threshing,
they shut down on Friday night before sundown, and told
the men there would be no more threshing until Monday
morning. However, when Saturday morning came, they
came to George and said they needed to work. George told
them to go to their bunks until Monday and they would
get their pay for Saturday just the same.
After moving to Tugaske, SK in 1910, three more children were born: Pearl Irene Foulston, born Nov. 8, 1911;
Vera Agnes Foulston, born May 16, 1913; and Walter Ivan
Foulston, born Dec. 15, 1924.
George was a strong believer in education. “I started
school at six years of age and had to walk two miles.
During the winter I had to pull my brother John, who was
a cripple from early childhood, to school on a sled. I had
a fourth grade education and took every chance to learn
more. The winter of 1896, I stayed on my homestead and
took care of the place and went to school. Another fellow
and I batched together. We got into the school by joking
a little with the teacher, and asking her if she had enough
pupils. “Oh, no,” she said, “hardly enough to teach,” so
she took on four bachelors and had her hands full. One
of them was a German fellow by the name of Jack Pelt,
who had to start in the very first grade--couldn’t read or
write, but he was anxious to learn. As far as I know none
of them married the teacher”.
One of the first things after building their home in
Tugaske, was to start a school in the living room for his
children and the neighbor children. A teacher was hired
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The morning of the 100th celebration party, Roy went
to his farm electric service shop as usual. He wired two
motors for farmers in need, before he attended his celebration.
Roy has kept healthy and active working in his electrical shop keeping others farm equipment in working order.
A year ago, he hurt his knee and was hospitalized for a few
days for healing to start. He was sent home with a walker.
This didn’t suit Roy in the least. He called his son, Dennis,
to come and put skis on it before he fell in the snow drifts
and really hurt himself. He explained that he was getting
the walker legs stuck. So, Dennis went and put runners on
the walker. Then, we had a 99 year old man going to work
with a walker mounted on skis. His leg healed soon and he
was mighty glad to get rid of that awful contraption.
In October of 2007, his right hand man and valued
employee at the age of 80 came down with West Nile
disease and retired from helping Roy in his shop. Roy
was glad to see that he was recovering from this mosquito
born disease, but distressed that such a young man should
have to retire.
Roy continues to be upbeat every morning, he likes
watching 3ABN, LLBN, and HOPE TV which brings him
much joy, as they boost his deep religious convictions that
the Lord Jesus is coming soon.

For many years, they lived in Penticton where George
passed away on Jan. 16, 1953. He is buried in the Tugaske
Cemetery.
Irene remained alone for another 24 years and for
some time lived in Penticton, BC spending her winters
in California, United States with her daughter Vicki and
husband Glenn and also time spent with her son Wilbert
and his family. In 1957, she moved into Eyebrow, SK
and then to Tugaske. Then in 1966, she moved to New
Westminster, BC, for awhile staying with her daughter
Pearl and family and then to Kelowna, BC where she lived
with her daughter Vera. On Aug. 22, 1977 at the age of 92
Mary Irene Willerton Foulston went peacefully to sleep
awaiting Jesus soon return. She is also buried in Tugaske
Cemetery, SK alongside her husband George Foulston.

FOULSTON, ROY
Roy Alexander Foulston was born July 22, 1907
to George and Irene Foulston in Riding Mountain, MB
on Manitoba Western Land Grants (1870-1930) NW
16-18-15W1. He celebrated his 100th birthday in Tugaske,
SK where he has lived for the last 97 years. On Sept. 27,
1938 Roy married Mazel Best in Valparaiso, SK and they
raised four children: Marilyn Wiebe living in Saskatoon,
SK; Murray and Dennis living in Tugaske, and Terry living
in Lacombe, AB. He farmed land in the Tugaske area and
owned and operated Farm Electric Service for decades.
He works six days a week in his electrical service shop,
goes to church every Sabbath at the Tugaske Seventh-Day
Adventist Church and plans to spend more time playing the
piano when he retires. He says “I feel good every morning
when I wake up”. He has never smoked or drank alcoholic
beverages, he is a vegetarian and eats most foods that are
grown in his own garden: which he cultivates and plants
each spring to the distress of other family members, who
think he should hang up his hat and rest awhile. He feels
that his life style and trust in God has provided him with
an abundant life.
Over 80 family members came from near and far to
celebrate with Roy. They came from Hawaii, California,
Ontario, British Columbia, Wyoming, Alberta, and
Washington. In addition to the above family, more than
200 friends came for the 100th celebration party July 22,
2007.
Several of Roy’s great-grandchildren recited scripture, sang songs and played the violin. Kristin and Julie
Ann Zolbrecht, Brenda’s daughters, recited Roy’s favorite
scripture and sang one of his favorite songs. Four year
old Kayla Anderson, granddaughter of Terry Foulston and
daughter of Jeanine, played the violin for the celebration
party.
There were four generations present to celebrate.

FRANCIS, ANDREW GRAHAM
Submitted by Bruce Francis

Graham and Bruce at SE 21-16-14
Graham, as he was better known, was born June 6,
1906. He was the eldest son of William John and Elizabeth
Francis, who homesteaded the SE 21-15-14 at Glenholm.
One of the Glenholm schools was later built on this quarter.
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They enjoy their family and ten grandchildren. Robin’s
story is in Town of Neepawa; Kerry’s story is in the RM
of Langford; Grant completed his Grade 12 in Neepawa,
played league and recreational hockey and worked in
Gillam, Winnipeg, and Neepawa at Prendeville’s (now
Prairie Forest) where he was killed in an industrial accident in February, 1989; Shauna completed her Grade 12
in Neepawa, completed a lawyer’s assistant’s course at
Hertzing College, worked in Winnipeg for a law firm, later
took her degree in education, taught school in The Pas,
married Mike Angers and moved to Winnipeg where Mike
is a partner in the accounting firm of Haugen, Morrish,
Angers. Shauna is a stay- at-home mom to their children:
Jesse, Logan, and Drew; Dwayne completed his Grade
12 in Neepawa, completed his computer repair course at
Hertzing College, worked for a short time in Winnipeg
and then moved to Castlegar, BC where he has a dry wall
business. Dwayne married Kim Abeitkoff and they have
three boys: MacKenzie, Mayson and Nicklaus.

Graham took over the farm in 1944 and continued to
farm until he rented it to Bruce and sold to him in 1981.
Graham married Violet Love from Plumas in 1944.
They have one son, Jim. He married Joan Lowe of Neepawa
and they have two children. Jim retired from the armed
forces and now lives in British Columbia.
Graham continued to live on the farm until he went
into East View Lodge in 1985, where he spent his last
years. He died Jan. 29, 1989 and is buried in the Arden
Cemetery.
Note of Bravery: In 1943, Andrew and his brother
Ross received letters of appreciation from the Honourable
C. G. Power, Minister of National Defense for Air for
saving the life of a Royal Air Force training student. The
letter states that when an aircraft crashed in a nearby field,
the two men rushed to the scene and removed the unconscious pilot from the burning plane, at the risk of their
own safety. They saved the life of a young member of the
Royal Canadian Air Force moments before the aircraft
burst into flames. They were recognized for their courage,
determination and resourcefulness.

FRANCIS, KERRY and THERESA
Submitted by Theresa and Teighan Francis

FRANCIS, BRUCE and MARGERY
Submitted by Margery Francis

Kerry Elgin Francis is the second son of Bruce and
Margery Francis of Arden, in the RM of Lansdowne and
was born Apr. 18, 1965 in Neepawa. He attended elementary school in Arden and high school in Neepawa. After
high school, he enrolled in auto mechanics at Assiniboine
Community College in Brandon and obtained his journeyman’s mechanics certificate. In 1987, he married Theresa
Christine McCurry, daughter of Samuel (Lawson) and
Lorraine McCurry of Plumas, in the RM of Westbourne.
Theresa was born Mar. 20, 1967. She attended elementary school in Plumas and high school in Gladstone. After
high school, she enrolled in business administration at
Red River Community College in Winnipeg, graduating
in 1987.
After their marriage, Kerry and Theresa resided in
Gillam until October 1993. Kerry was employed as an
auto mechanic until 1988 when he was employed by
Manitoba Hydro. Theresa worked for Sears for a short time
but managed small businesses for Fox Lake First Nations
for most of their time in the north. She was employed
by Manitoba Hydro for a short time prior to moving to
Carberry.
Kerry and Theresa resided near Carberry from
1994-2000, when they moved to NE 22-13-15W, 8 miles
south of Neepawa in the RM of Langford.
Kerry and Theresa have two children: Graham Grant
was born Nov. 22, 1992 and Teighan Kaitlyn born Apr.
16, 1995. A beloved golden lab retriever, Sadie joined our
family in 2001.

Bruce and Margery have remained living on the farm
where they raised their family. They retired from farming
in 2002 and now enjoy traveling and camping. Margery
retired in 2001 after 17 years of doing home care.
They have actively been interested in the community.
Bruce has served on the RM of Lansdowne Recreation
Commission, Neepawa Hospital board, and is presently
chair of Home Assistance Neepawa district, helping
seniors, and the United Church board. Margery and Bruce
both worked with other committee members to organize
the three old schools reunion in 2006 which was very
successful.
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Gertrude lived at the Kinsmen Kourts until her passing
in 2001 at the age of 92.
Their daughter Lorraine Buchanan lives in New
Westminster, BC since her husband, Murray’s passing
in 1995. Lorraine’s son Randy and wife Nancy live in
Winnipeg. They have two children: Zack and Myha.
Lorraine’s daughter, Deborah lives in Ottawa, ON.
Lloyd and Gertrude’s son, Bruce’s history is in another
section.

Kerry continues to work for Manitoba Hydro as an
equipment operator/driver and Theresa has been employed
at Platt Law Office since 1995. Graham and Teighan both
attend school at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. Graham
is currently in Grade 9 and Teighan is in Grade 7.
Over the past few summers, our family has enjoyed
camping. In winter months, Kerry, Graham and Teighan
snowmobile in their spare time and Kerry fills his evenings
repairing snowmobiles, bikes and quads for others. Teighan
and Theresa like to get out skiing at the Fulford Trail or Ski
Valley in Minnedosa. Graham’s other interests include dirt
biking, baseball and teaching himself guitar. Teighan loves
horses, plays softball, plays piano and at school plays,
percussion in band and is on the student council.

FRANCIS, ROBIN and SHERRY
Submitted by Sherry Francis
Robin Bruce Francis is the first son of Bruce and
Margery Francis of Arden, in the RM of Lansdowne and
was born July 28, 1963 in Neepawa. He attended school in
Arden and Neepawa. After graduation, he took a course in
auto body at Assiniboine Community College. He worked
at Nick’s Auto Body until 1985, when he went north to
Gillam, MB. In 1987, he worked in Thompson, and then
came back to Nick’s Auto Body in 1988.

FRANCIS, LLOYD and GERTRUDE
Submitted by Bruce Francis

Gertie and Lloyd
Lloyd and Gertie remained in their house in Arden
until 1990, took a keen interest in what was going on at
the farm and in the community.
They moved to Neepawa to take up residence in the
Kinsmen Kourts in 1990, where they made many new
friends.
They celebrated 60 years of marriage in 1989 at the
Arden Community Centre.
Lloyd passed away Oct. 8, 1990 at the age of 82.

L to R: Sherry, Brittany, Lyndin and Robin
Robin married Sherry Lynn Smith in 1994, daughter of Ron and Marge Smith of Gillam. Sherry was born
June 21, 1969 in Hamiota, MB. She took her schooling in
Gillam and after graduating attended Hertzing College in
Winnipeg, taking training for legal assistant. She moved
to Neepawa in 1989 and started to work for the law firm
of Taylor and Cummings in 1989 where she is presently
employed. The firm is now known as Taylor Law Office.
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Italy. They also spent parts of three winters in California
when daughter Lori lived there.
In 2001, they bought a mobile home in Pine to Palm
Park in Weslaco, Texas, and have spent the last six winters
there, purchasing a new and larger unit in 2005. Bill served
three years on the board of managers of the park and they
both are very involved in many of the park’s activities,
notably the music opportunities.
That and visiting their children and grandchildren,
now scattered right across the continent, keeps them busy.
Both enjoy good health and are able to spend the Manitoba
summers golfing, gardening, traveling and working on
various projects in the community. In July 2007, they will
celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary.
Rick married his high school sweetheart, Anita
Harkness, in 1982. About the same time, he graduated
from the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. Since then, they
have lived in Kelowna, Houston, Cranbrook and Quadra
Island, all in BC. They have a daughter, Chelsea, who has
graduated from Simon Fraser University with a degree in
criminology. She is now working in Vancouver. Their son,
Ben, is presently working in Cranbrook, BC. Rick and
Anita own their house in Cranbrook and plan to live there
when Rick retires. Anita is an elder in the Presbyterian
Church in Cranbrook.
Lori married Bruce Beales in 1984. Bruce grew up in
Langley, BC and learned to fly. He is now a captain, flying
for American Airlines out of Chicago. Lori trained as a
teacher and taught for a time in McAuley, MB. She now
subs and volunteers in the schools in St. Charles, Illinois,
where they live, just an hour from Bruce’s work out of
O’Hare airport. They have two children: Rick, now 15,
and Rachel, 13. Lori has been a stay-at-home mum and is
kept busy ferrying the kids to sports, music lessons, school
and church activities.
Mary married Greg Costen in 1982. Greg grew up in
Transcona where his mother, two sisters and brother still
live. Mary and Greg met at Winnipeg Bible College (now
Providence College) in Otterburne, where Greg trained as
a minister and Mary took a general studies degree majoring in vocal music. Greg preached for a time at Hilltop
Baptist Church, just off Mountain Road east of Erickson.
Later, they moved to Whitecourt, AB and Fox Creek, just
an hour west of Whitecourt.
They raised three girls: Amy, Ashley and Ainsley.
Amy graduated from Providence and married Chris Knight
of Winnipeg in 2005. Chris is completing his degree in
architecture at University of Manitoba and Amy has an
office job in Winnipeg. Ashley is attending Providence
and Ainsley is working in Edmonton.
In 2004, Greg left Fox Creek and joined the military
as a chaplain and they lived in Ottawa for a year, but in
2006 moved to Rusagonis, NB, near Fredricton.

Robin and Sherry have two daughters: Brittany Dawn and
Lyndin Brianne.
Brittany Dawn was born Apr. 26, 1989. She attended
school in Neepawa and will graduate in June 2007. She has
been accepted to go to Sweden in the Rotary Sponsorship
Program for one year. Brittany has been active in school
activities and four years in cheer leading and baseball,
besides having after school and weekend part time jobs.
Lyndin Brianne was born July 23, 1993. She attends
junior high Grade 8. Lyndin is involved in school activities and cheer leading, band and piano. She is also into
sports – curling, baseball and basketball.

FRANKS, RICK and BARB
Submitted by Rick Franks
Rick and Barb Franks moved to Neepawa in early
1994. Originally from Winnipeg and area, and after
a short stay in McCreary, Rick began working for the
Lands Branch of the Provincial Government. In March
of 1996, their first son, Bradley was born. Due to health
complications, Bradley passed away two months later. The
following April, in 1997, a second son, Jeffrey was born.
In August of 1999, their daughter, Madison was born. Rick
and Barb and family still live in Neepawa, although Rick’s
job has been transferred to Portage la Prairie.

FRASER, W.A. “BILL” and FRAN
Submitted by Bill Fraser
Bill grew up in Waskada, while Fran was born and
took all her schooling in Wellwood. Bill graduated from
Brandon University with a science degree in 1951 and an
education degree in 1953. Fran also attended BU, graduating with a teaching certificate in 1957 and a general studies
degree in 1985, having had her studies interrupted while
raising four children.
Bill and Fran met at BU and were married in 1957 and
both began their teaching careers in Brandon. They moved
to Neepawa in 1959, where Bill taught at the Neepawa
Collegiate and started the first band program in the school
there.
All four of their children: Rick, Lori, Mary and Robert
(Bob) went through the Neepawa school system and graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute, the youngest,
Robert, in 1983.
Fran went back to teaching in the Beautiful Plains
School Division in 1983, doing both vocal and band work
in the schools in Eden, Arden and Brookdale.
Bill retired from teaching in 1985, and Fran followed
him in 1992. Since then, they have taken trips to various
parts of the United States, a trip to Great Britain and to
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31-14-16 and his son, Fred moved there in 1916 when he
married Elsie Brown.
Fred and Elsie have four of a family: Leila, who went
on to work in the Bank of Commerce; Wilford who became
a geologist with Exxon Oil; Rebe worked for Robin Hood
Flour Mills in Winnipeg and married a farmer, Alvin
Anderson from Cypress River; and Bill married Viona
Chesney from Vista in 1958 and lived on the home farm
at the Franklin corner.
Bill and Viona have a family of five girls: Debbie,
Catherine, Sharon, Tami and Glenda.
Debbie was born in 1959 and went to school in Franklin
for three years until that school closed. Upon graduating
from Neepawa High School with the Governor General’s
medal, she then attended the University of Manitoba where
she received her Bachelor of Nursing and Masters degrees.
Debbie has two girls from a previous marriage: Nicole
who is now 15 and Cayly 13. Debbie is presently nursing
part time at St. Boniface Hospital in the Neo Natal ward
and teaching as an associate professor at the U of M in
the Masters Nursing program.
Catherine Dawn was born Dec. 28, 1961 and passed
away Jan. 15, 1962.
Sharon was born in 1963 and took all her schooling
in Neepawa and went to Brandon University where she
obtained her degree in education. Sharon taught school
at Cranberry Portage for two years and then taught at
Deloraine and Melita, before moving to Brandon, where
she is presently teaching Grade 8 at River Heights. In 1991,
she married Kevin Bartley from Killarney, who is now the
manager of Mar Dee Enterprises in Brandon. Kevin and
Sharon have one daughter, Cassandra, who at the time of
writing is six years old.
Tami was born in 1967, attended school in Neepawa
and upon graduation from Neepawa Collegiate, attended
the U of M where she received her degree in agriculture.
Tami lived in Unity, SK where she was employed by Bayer
Chemical Company as a chemical representative and then,
as a manager of wholesale outlets. She is at this time living
in Brookings, South Dakota and is sales manager for a
seed company.
Glenda was born in 1970 and after high school in
Neepawa, trained in Brandon at the Brandon Mental Health
Centre as a psychiatric nurse. She worked at the child and
adolescent ward for 10 years. In 1988, she married Rodger
Zelmer, who was originally from Sinclair, MB. Rodger
is presently teaching high school in Wawanesa. In 2000,
Glenda obtained her degree in general studies and education. Glenda taught at Vincent Massey High School before
transferring to Crocus Plains Vocational High School. In
2005, she received her Masters in Special Education and
in 2006, her Masters in Guidance and Counselling. She is
at this time working at Crocus Plains School as a school
counselor.

Back Row L to R: Rick, Bob, Greg Costen, Chris Knight
Middle Row: Anita (Harkness) Fraser, Ann (Bertus)
Fraser, Ashley Costen, Mary (Fraser) Costen,
Amy (Costen) Knight, Ainsley Costen,
Lori (Fraser) Beales, Rachel Beales
Front Row: Chelsea Fraser, Ben Fraser, Bill, Fran,
Rick Beales, Bruce Beales
Although all of Bill and Fran’s children were musical,
Robert was the only one who took up music as a profession. He graduated from the music program at Brandon
University and later spent two years at McGill in Montreal,
getting both a teaching and a performance degree. Since
1990, he has been the only bass trombonist in the Victoria
Symphony. In 2005, he spent a year on exchange with the
Calgary Philharmonic.
In 1991, he married Ann Bertus, a violinist, whose
parents live in Wendell, Idaho. Bob and Ann own their
own house in Victoria, BC and both are very involved
in all aspects of music there. Bob is working on his
master’s degree and does some teaching at University
of Victoria. He also travels across North America as the
secretary of OCSM (Organization of Canadian Symphony
Musicians.)
Bill has both a brother and a sister living in Brandon
and Fran has a sister and two brothers in Manitoba and two
sisters and two brothers in British Columbia so with their
families so widely scattered, they spend a fair amount of
time traveling, but always look forward to coming back to
Neepawa as their home.

FRASER, WILLIAM and VIONA
Submitted by Bill Fraser
William J. Fraser homesteaded NW 35-14-17 in 1880,
but because of a poor water supply he and his family of
nine moved to NE 25-14-17 which was one mile south and
half a mile west of Franklin. In 1913, he purchased SW
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I joined the Bank of Montreal right out of high school.
During my banking career, I was transferred first in 1957
to Tisdale, SK, then in 1959 to Schreiber, ON. While I
was in Schreiber in 1959, I came home for Thanksgiving.
That was the year of a big snow storm. I got off the train in
Winnipeg and got a ride with a brother-in-law to Neepawa.
However, before we got to Neepawa, the snow storm was
so bad that it blocked the highway. I spent Thanksgiving
in the lobby of the Gladstone Hotel, and then caught a ride
back to Winnipeg to return to Schreiber.
While in Schreiber, I met and married Shireen McBride
and my banking career continued with a transfer to Brandon
in 1961, to Regina in 1963, to Winnipeg in 1965, to Prince
Albert in 1969, and finally to Arborfield, SK in 1970. I left
the bank that year and went back to Prince Albert to work
in the pulp mill. I retired from the mill in 1998.
When I left the bank and moved back to Prince Albert,
we bought a quarter section of farmland in the Spruce
Home area, where we raised and sold weanling pigs for
a number of years. We also maintained a small herd of
purebred Simmental cattle.
Shireen and I have four children: two boys and two
girls. Our first daughter was born in Brandon, our two sons
were both born in Regina, and our youngest daughter was
born in Winnipeg, just before the big blizzard in March of
1966, which shut down the city. In our extended family,
there are fifteen grandchildren and four great grandchildren.
We have just recently (October 2007) returned to
Neepawa.

Bill and Viona retired from active farming in 2006
but continue to live on the home farm where they enjoy
gardening, yard care, and golf.
Over the years, Bill and Viona have accumulated a
collection of Christmas lights in their yard that has attracted
the attention of holiday travelers along Highway No. 16.
It all started about 1948, when Bill accompanied his
mother to Winnipeg. While there, Bill’s aunt and uncle
took them on a tour of the city to see the few Christmas
light displays that were evident at that time. It made a lasting impression and Bill thought he would someday like to
have a display of his own.

When Bill and Viona were married in 1958, they
bought a string of lights and put them around the front
door. As Christmas lights became more popular, they
added to their collection until now there are close to 2000
lights lighting up the yard and guiding travelers on their
way. They started making their own decorations which
now consist of a 12 foot candle, a star on top of the flag
pole that resembles a big Christmas tree. The collection
also includes a wreath, a bell, a bow and a spotlight sign
giving Seasons Greetings to one and all.
Visitors are welcome to drive through the yard and
often do, as well as bus tours and photographers who
capture the scene on film.

FREED, ROBERT ARGYLE and SHIREEN
I was born in 1938 on a farm in the RM of Rosedale
just north-west of Eden, to Chas and Ada Freed.
Mom and dad moved to town, Eden, in 1943. I spent
my first year of school in Eden with Mrs. Currie as my
Grade I teacher.
Dad obtained work at the Salt Plant and we moved to
Neepawa in June 1945. I took the rest of my schooling in
Neepawa, graduating from Neepawa Collegiate in 1956.

There have been some changes around town since I left
in 1957, but one thing I notice as I look over the changes
in the landscape around town, is what has happened to the
378

“nude” holes where we used to go swimming. One was
at the “Forks” which was down in the ravine below East
View Lodge, now the bush has all been cleared out so that
there is no place to hide when you have a bare butt. The
other, which is now under water, was just a little way down
steam from the bridge that you cross just before you get
to the park on the south side of Park Lake.

FREELAND, SIMON
Submitted by Donna Johnson
Simon Freeland was born April 12, 1876 in the
Normanby Township of Ontario to Emily Tanner and
George Freeland.

Middle person is Simon
In 1891, the family was farming just outside of
Neepawa. Simon was a volunteer in the United States Army
in about 1898 and was back in Neepawa in 1900 to stand
up for his sister Georgina Freeland’s wedding. Georgina
Freeland married Robert Adamson at T. J. Munroe’s farm,
SW 16-16-15 just outside of Neepawa. In 1901, Simon was
living back at home with his mother and stepfather. His
grandfather, George Tanner, was also living with them as
he was a widower. George Tanner died Oct. 18, 1901 and
is buried at Riverside Cemetery. Shortly after, Simon was
back in New York City where he met and married Frances
Margaret Burke in 1901.

Emily Tanner
When Simon was very young, his father died and Emily
was left to raise Simon and his younger sister Georgina.
They lived with his maternal grandparents, George
and Elizabeth Tanner in the Elma Township of Perth North
in Ontario. There, Emily met William Reyburn Dunlop
who was widowed in 1881. William Dunlop moved to
Manitoba in 1882 to the Moore Park area and once settled
there, sent for Emily and they were married in Brandon
on July 31, 1885.
Simon Freeland and Francis Margaret Burke
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Their first-born daughter, Albertina, was born May 12,
1902 in New York City.

William George Freeland (right) and half-brother
Alexander Berglund (left) 1939
As of 2007, Georgina Pederson, nee Freeland, is the
only child of Simon and Frances still living. She lives in
Grimshaw, AB.

FRIESEN, EDWIN and RITA
Submitted by Rita Friesen

Percy Campbell and Albertina Freeland
Simon and Frances moved back to Neepawa in the
late summer/early fall of 1906, in time for their second
daughter Margaret to be born in Neepawa on Nov. 6, 1906.
Their son Simon Jr. was born and died Dec. 20, 1907 and
is buried at Riverside Cemetery and daughter Frances was
born Feb. 12, 1909 in Neepawa. Son William George, was
born Oct. 18, 1910 and daughter Georgina was born Sept.
2, 1912. They lived on Davidson Street between Brown
Avenue and Walker Avenue. His mother, stepfather and
half siblings lived next door.
Simon was a foreman for the J. I. Case Company and
delivered loads of goods back and forth from Canada to
the United States. Tragically, Simon died at the young age
of 37 years in Saskatoon, SK and is buried at Woodlawn
Cemetery. His wife continued to live in Neepawa until she
married Andrew Berglund on Sept. 11, 1915 in Neepawa.
Her friends, Mrs. Rowntree and Mrs. McBath stood up for
them. They moved to McCreary NE 31-20-13 and had a son
Alexander on June 24, 1916. They farmed there until the
mid 1920s and moved to Griffin Creek in northern Alberta.
All the children but Albertina moved to Alberta. Albertina
Freeland married Percy Campbell and lived in the Baldur,
MB area. All the children married and had families of their
own. William George Freeland and Alexander Berglund
served in World War II.

Ed and Rita Friesen
Edwin D. Friesen (1927) and Rita M. Friesen (Toews)
(1946), SW 36-14-15.
In 1997, Ed and I sold the farm at Riding Mountain and
purchased acreage from Chris and Ken Waddell. We came
as empty nesters, our children: Calvin (1961), Coralee
(1964), Heather (1967), Mark (1968) and Rilla (1977)
were all grown and gone. It wasn’t long before the big
old house was once again filled with youth. Our grandson,
Ryan Nelson, joined the household in 1998 and several of
his friends have called this “home” as well.
Ed has many hobbies. When he was 60 years old,
he attended Assiniboine Community College and learned
how to fix alternators and starters. He set up shop and has
been busy ever since. Vintage vehicles have also been an
interest. Among his collection are a 1928 Model A Special
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FRIESEN, HARRY and KATHY

Coupe, a 1952 five window Chevy pick-up, 1941 Ford
ton truck, 1951 Mercury ton truck and a couple of old
McCormick tractors. Ed played with the Neepawa Blues,
the over 55 senior slo-pitch from 2004. Music has always
been an important part of Ed’s life; playing guitar and
signing at concerts, seniors homes and whenever asked.
He also sings in the United Church choir.
I have enjoyed gardening, traveling and writing a
regular column – Homebodies – for the Neepawa Banner
since its inception in 1989. I am active in the lives of
our grandchildren and in the life of the Neepawa United
Church. I spent thirteen years working at Myra’s Ladies’
and Men’s Wear and developed great friendships with staff
and customers. A homebody at heart, I enjoy scrounging
for vintage house parts and restoring them for use in our
century old home, quilting and reading.
Ed grew up in Starbuck and I in Graysville. We farmed
in the Homewood area before moving to Riding Mountain
in 1978. Although relatively newcomers, we find this area
to be our hearts home.

We, Harry and Kathy Friesen, moved to this community in 1980. I was born in Steinbach, MB and lived there
until we moved here. Kathy grew up in Kansas, United
States. In 1975, we were married and lived on a dairy farm
in the Steinbach area. We bought the Harold and Jean Scott
farm of 5-17-14 on the Arden ridge which became our
home and still is today. Harold and Jean must have been
hard workers, as our farm had 25 monuments of hard labor
(stone piles). These piles have been removed and many
more stones have been picked. The land has yielded many
good crops and has served us well. Our family farm has
kept us busy with mainly grain and cattle. We do have a
small pig barn which was kept stocked while the boys were
with us. Raising broilers and gardening were included in
summer activities.
We attend the Church of God in Christ. Our family
consists of five children who received their education at
the Shady Oak Christian School. Son Kendall, was born
in 1976, married Laura Wiebe from the community of
Ste. Anne; son Kris, was born in 1977, married Sally
Schellenberg from the community of Kleefeld; daughter
Roxanne born in 1979, married Daniel Wiebe from the
community of Ste. Anne; son Kelwin, (known as Kelly)
born in 1981, married Lynette Isaac from the community
of Birnie; and son Anthony born in 1989, is living at home
with us.
A new home was constructed in 1998 and we have
appreciated the warmth it has given us against the cold
windy, winter winds.
We enjoy living in this pleasant community where we
have made our home the past 27 years and appreciate the
friendly neighbors around us.

FRIESEN, GEORGE and RHONDA
Submitted by Rhonda Friesen
George and Rhonda Friesen and son Don, moved into
the Riding Mountain area in July of 1981. We built a house
three miles south of Riding Mountain on Highway No. 5
that summer and moved into it the end of October. Our
second son, Cameron, was born in November of the same
year.
We started a Redi Built homes (house building) business for a livelihood. The first house built was for Gerald
and Vera Barber, which was built on their property close to
Birnie. The first RTM (Ready to Move) house was built for
Barry and Doris Kohinski and moved to their farm close
to Riding Mountain.
Two more sons joined our family: Keith in 1987 and
Brian in 1988.
In the summer of 1993, we sold our house and built
the one we are currently living in. Over the years, we have
diversified into mixed farming but continue to do house
construction as a family business.
On Oct. 26, 2003, Cameron married Darcy Peters of
Eden, MB. They purchased, and are living on, the Jim
Birnie place. They have two sons: Graydon and Neil. On
May 9, 2004, Don married Alisha Koehn from Moundrige,
Kansas. They purchased, and are living on, the Gordon
Shatford place. They have one daughter, Larissa. Keith
and Brian are living at home.
We enjoy living in the Riding Mountain-Birnie
community with its friendly people and are members of
the Church of God in Christ, Mennonite, Birnie.

FRIESEN, NORMAN and JOYCE
Submitted by Joyce Friesen
We moved to Eden in 1995 on 80 acres of land with
our 20 registered Quarter horses. We had no electric power
and literally built our home with a chainsaw! It’s amazing
what you can do with a chainsaw and barbeque. We learned
to bake bread and cookies BBQ style.
We have three chosen children – the greatest gift one
can receive: Shawn Curtis in 1972, Ross Rene in 1975 and
Dustylee Chadene in 1980.
Also, we’ve been blessed by numerous grandchildren,
who love our country life style.
Norm is our local school bus driver and has had a few
interesting challenges. Joyce does oil paintings and has
been commissioned to paint portraits, animals and scenery.
Five times paintings were chosen at a Juried Art Show to
travel for a year.
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Once we came home, we resumed life on the ranch
again. Then, we moved to Pennsylvania for two years.
While we were there, another son was added to our lives.
His name is Simeon Darryl. He seemed to be a very healthy
boy at first, but at five weeks old became very sick and I
took him to the doctor three different times. The doctor
told me he was fat and happy, take him home, so I went
home but that night his lips and tongue remained blue
color, and by four in the morning we went to the hospital
with our baby. The doctor on call put him in the hospital.
Another doctor was put in charge of him and sent him to a
bigger hospital. He was in intensive care for 24 hours and
in hospital for six days. After that he had asthma problems
until he was about five years old.

Norman James was born in Altona, MB in 1943. Joyce
Doreen (nee Stoesz) was born in Winkler, MB in 1941.
Norm worked as a lab technician in a flour mill in Winnipeg
and helped his dad farm before marriage. Joyce worked at
CCMA typing credit reports on different companies.
We lived in Alberta for 8 years. Norm worked as a
brakeman for Canadian National Railway and custom
baled and hauled hay. Life has been full of challenges but
never boring!

FROESE, RICHARD and MEREDITH
Submitted by Meredith Froese
I was born in the beautiful mountains of British
Columbia in 1969. My parents named me Meredith
Martin. We lived on a dairy farm that had 50 cows. I used
to help milk until we moved off the farm when I was 17
years old.
We moved to Baytree, AB, my brother took over the
farm. I lived in Baytree for about a year and a half, then I
went into service in Virginia at a handicapped children’s
home, which I enjoyed very much. I was there close to
two years. I hurt my back so I had to come home. I went
home to Alberta, for one year, then went back to service
in Arkansas at a nursing home as a cook. I was there for
thirteen months. I went back home wondering what the
Lord had for my future.
I was home for three months when I met my husband
to be, at my sister’s wedding. His name is Richard Froese
and he was born and raised in Paraguay, South America.
He came to Canada at age 22 and lived in Winnipeg for
11 years as a bachelor. At this time, I was 12 years old.
We started dating soon after we met and were married a
year later. He came from Winnipeg to Baytree to live, but
could not find work there so he moved to Dunster, BC,
where my brother lived to help him on the farm. That
was in March of 1993, and our wedding was July, 1993.
After the wedding, we moved to Dunster for the rest of the
summer to help on the farm. We moved back to Baytree
the following November.
Ten months later we had a baby girl added to our lives.
Her name is Amanda Heidi. She was a very contented
baby; most people could not believe how good she was.
When Amanda was five months old, we moved onto a
ranch where Richard worked for a farmer for three years.
Meanwhile, another son was added to our lives: his name
was Leslie Caleb, but he was not the happy contented baby
I had been used to. When he was three months old, we
went to Paraguay to see Richard’s parents, for six weeks. I
was around all German speaking people. I held Leslie lots
because the floors were concrete or dirt, so by the time we
came home, he did not want to be put down on the floor.

Back Row: Leslie, Meredith holding Amalie, Richard,
Front Row: Abigail, Simeon, Amanda and in front
Amorita
Richard started working for a lumber company. Five
years later, we moved back to Baytree. Nine months later,
a little daughter was added to the family. Her name is
Abigail Miranda. At two weeks old she seemed sickly,
until at one year I discovered she had food allergies, so
she was put on a very strict diet, and as long as she stayed
on her diet she did well. When Abigail was two years old,
we moved to Manitoba to Mountain Road to the Herb
Benson place. We lived there the first ten months, and then
bought the Alfred Grover house on the No. 5 Highway by
the Mountain Road No. 357. Richard began working at the
Springhill Hog Plant.
Two weeks after we moved on the Grover place,
another daughter was brought home, named Amorita
Noami. My niece came from British Columbia to help us.
Just before she was born, the hog plant closed for a time.
When Amorita was three days old, Richard went to work
382

man mechanics license and worked at Neepawa/Gladstone
Co-op Service Station for 8 years. They moved to Neepawa
area in 1989 at SW 21-14-14 when Terry became a partner
in the dairy business with his brother-in-law.
Perry and Darrell farmed at home with Kay and Ewald
when they finished school. Later, they both became partners in farming when their parents retired and relocated
to acreage at NW 33-14-14. Perry and his wife, Cathy
(Hosler) and children, Chris, Dane and Truth-Ann resided
in the RM of Lansdowne on their farm in the Arden Ridge
area. Perry and his family later moved to Maple Creek, SK
where he worked on a ranch and is currently still ranching
in Saskatchewan.
Darrell continued farming and owned and operated
the dairy his parents had started. He later, moved to a
new dairy farm at SW 21-14-14, partnering with his
brother Aubrey and brother-in-law, Terry. After several
years, Darrell changed careers and moved to Brandon
and was employed as a semi-driver for Reimer’s Trucking
Company. He currently has a cow-calf operation in the
RM of Langford.
Halam finished school at Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute and went north to Thompson working with
Manitoba Hydro. He later, moved back to Neepawa and
Minnedosa area and was employed at Morris Industries at
Minnedosa. He obtained his heavy-duty mechanic’s license
and worked for Kozak and Sons, then was employed by
Mayor Equipment in Neepawa. Halam and his wife Thiaya
(Todd) and children Ken and Richard made their home on
acreage at NW 33-14-14. Thiaya is employed at East View
Lodge as a licensed practical nurse and Halam continues
to work at Mayor Equipment.
Aubrey graduated from NACI in 1977 and obtained his
renewable resource management enforcement diploma at
Lethbridge, AB. He worked at Brooks, AB as a seasonal
park warden, then two years as a fire ranger in Bissett, MB.
Then he worked in the Whiteshell Park in Manitoba as a
park patrol officer for three years. Aubrey married Gladys
(Williams) in 1986 and relocated to Neepawa in 1987 to
become partners in the dairy. They, with their children,
Aaron and Austin, lived on acreage at NE 20-14-14. In
1998, Aubrey and his sons moved to the home of the dairy
operation, now currently partners in a beef operation and
employed as a school bus driver for the Beautiful Plains
School Division.

for a honey farmer. Once Springhill Hog Plant reopened,
Richard went back to work until the next summer and then
we did market gardening for the summer. Then, in the fall,
Richard went back to Springhill until the next summer.
We went on the train with our family to British Columbia
for a gathering with my family, coming back home to a
busy market garden again. We finished the gardening and
winter set in. Another daughter was added to the family,
Amalie Maria. The night before she was born, a big snow
storm came and roads were closed and our phone had
stopped working.
Then, Richard went back to Springhill Hog Plant again.
The next summer, we decided against market gardening,
Amalie seemed to be more of a fussy baby so I thought
the weeds would surely take over, so we just had a regular family garden. Fall came and we had four children in
school which seemed to be a lot. The family is slowly
growing up.

FROHWERK, EWALD and KATHLEEN
Submitted by Anna Lustig
Kathleen and Ewald Frohwerk moved from Portage
la Prairie, MB to the Neepawa area in the fall of 1966
and resided at NE 35-14-15, previously owned by Mr.
Jim Campbell.
Ewald worked many years at Great Plains Farm
Equipment (Lee Implements). Kathleen stayed at home
raising their seven children: Karen, Myrna, Anna, Perry,
Darrell, Halam and Aubrey. Karen went to Teachers’
College and Myrna went to the Winnipeg General Hospital
School of Nursing obtaining her registered nurse diploma.
Anna and her four brothers finished their schooling in
Neepawa.
Karen taught school in southern Manitoba, married
Robert Shanks of Neepawa and farmed at NW 35-14-15.
They have four children: Deanna, Paula, Dan, and Brada.
Later on, Karen and her children moved to Brandon.
Myrna joined the Canadian Armed Forces and worked
as a lieutenant, nursing at various armed forces hospitals.
She then moved to Montreal, QC, continued her nursing
career, where she met her husband Ziggy. In 2003, she and
her daughter Johanna relocated back to Neepawa residing
at Kay and Ewald’s estate home.
Anna graduated from Winnipeg General Hospital
School of Nursing in 1971, married Terry Lustig and
moved to Barrie, ON. Anna continued her nursing career,
and Terry was employed by the Canadian Armed Forces
as a draftsman/surveyor. They were transferred to Toronto.
After three years in Barrie and two years in Toronto, they
relocated back west to Riding Mountain area of Manitoba
in 1977. Anna was employed at East View Lodge for 28
years and retired in 2005. Terry had obtained his journey-

FULTON, ALAN and MABEL
Submitted by Mabel Fulton
We moved from The Pas to Neepawa in April, 1984.
We purchased acreage and an old brick house on the
Stony Creek Road, four miles from town. The house has
1900 engraved on the bricks on the north side above the
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dining room window. There is not a brick missing in the
walls or a stone out of place in the 18 inch thick basement
walls.
We lived in our trailer while contractors removed lathe
and falling plaster and electricians updated the wiring.
On April 26 the wind started blowing in the evening.
Overnight it started to snow and an old time prairie blizzard hit. We vacated our wind rocking trailer and gratefully
moved into our partly refurbished house. By the next day,
the highway was closed to traffic and we had no hydro.
We had installed a wood burning heater in the kitchen so
were warm and comfortable. Gale force winds with blowing snow continued until April 29, with all roads blocked.
Welcome to Southern Manitoba!
Thanks to Bob and Beulah Davidson, we have a picture
and history of “This Old House”.

Al and Mabel Fulton home 1984

Al and Mabel Fulton home 1900

Al and Mabel Fulton home 2000

David McNab built the brick house in 1900 to replace
the log cabin on the land he homesteaded in 1880. They
lived on the farm until 1911 when they retired to live in
Neepawa and sold the farm to Mr. And Mrs. Robert B.
Keeling, who arrived from England. Three daughters were
born in the east bedroom upstairs, namely Dorothy, Lucy
and Sheila.
In 1929, the farm was sold to Cecil and Cora Sumner
and the Keeling’s returned to make their home in England
until after the war, at which time they returned to live in
Victoria, BC.
While visiting friends in Neepawa, Lucy and Sheila
called in to see their old home and enjoy a cup of tea.
Cecil and Cora retired in 1959 and sold the farm to
their nephew Clifford Sumner and his wife Brenda, who
after several years sold to Rob and Barb Goleski. We
purchased the acreage from them in 1983.

“This Old House” was 100 years old in our millennium
year 2000 so we decided it should have a birthday party.
We contacted the Lily Festival Committee and offered a
bus tour. With the help of family, neighbours and friends as
tour guides we hosted two tours. We served refreshments
to over 60 people and the proceeds from the tour went to
the Lily Festival.
During the year 2000, we had over 100 visitors tour
our home, a fitting tribute for a 100-year-old house that
still stands solid, comfortable, occupied and a testimony
to the fine workmanship of David McNab.
Al is a member of the Neepawa Royal Canadian
Legion and I am a member of the Ladies Auxiliary. We
have delivered Meals on Wheels for 18 years on behalf
of the auxiliary.
I am also a member of the United Church and United
Church Women Unit No. 6.
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Norma was born in Minnedosa on July 28, 1954 to
Fred and Beatrice Jordan, but shortly after, her mom, sister
and Norma went to live with her grandparents Charles and
Florence Gwilt at Franklin, where Norma spent all her
young life, before moving to Neepawa in the early 70s.
Their life today revolves around the berry farm, numerous seasonal jobs and their family. Son Mike, his wife
Sharmaine (Payette), grandson Eric, and by the time this
book is out another grandchild, live in Winnipeg, where
Mike is employed with Graphic Packaging and Sharmaine
works for Great West Life. Daughter, Jennifer, husband
Jason Allen, and grandchildren, Haley, Riley and Paige,
live in Wheatlands, where Jason is a private health care
aide, and Jennifer works at Rolling Dale workshop. Last,
but not least, daughter, Megan, who is in Grade 12, and
is at home helping run the berry farm. She hopes to be
working with horses in the future.

I canvass in the RM of Langford for the Central Plains
Cancer Care Services and am active with The Palliative
Care Program.
The time we spend assisting with these programs is a
small contribution to supporting the community in which
we live but without Volunteers – Communities like ours
could not exist.
Neepawa is a good community and our acreage has a
view of the hills to the north, lovely sunrises and colorful
sunsets. We treasure and enjoy all the quiet beauty of it.

GAGNON, DENNIS and NORMA
Submitted by Dennis and Norma Gagnon

L to R: Sharmaine Gagnon (Payette), Beatrice Jordan
(Norma’s mom), Megan Gagnon, Norma Gagnon,
Dennis Gagnon, Mike Gagnon, Eric Gagnon

Back Row: Jason Allen, Jennifer Allen (Gagnon)
Front Row: Riley Allen, Haley Allen, Paige Allen
Dennis was a Saskatchewan native, born on Aug. 4,
1953 to Roger and Stella Gagnon of Rocanville, SK. He
moved to the Neepawa area in the early 1970s and worked a
variety of jobs. He started his own business, D. Welding, in
Arden in the fall of 1978. In 1982, Dennis met Norma and
they were married on Feb. 5, 1983. In 1993, they bought
Kennedy’s strawberry farm from Genie Kennedy. They ran
D. Welding until 1996, but then decided they couldn’t be
masters of two businesses and closed D. Welding down and
put their energy into the berry farm. When they bought the
farm, there were two rows of strawberries and an acre of
saskatoons. The first year was hectic as they didn’t know
a lot about growing strawberries and didn’t realize there
was a lot to learn, as they still seem to be learning after
having the farm for fourteen years. They now have 5 acres
of strawberries, 1 ½ acres of saskatoons and about ¼ acre
of raspberries and also grow greenhouse tomatoes as a
sideline. Over the years, they have met a lot of very nice
people and have had a lot of great workers.

GALLOWAY, ORPHA (PEGGY)
Submitted by Peggy Galloway
My story begins Mar. 13, 1927 on my arrival at the
Gladstone Hospital - the only daughter of Will and Mabel
(Costella) Stewart of the Mayfield district. Somewhere, I
have a $35 receipt from Dr. Rose, who made the delivery.
My two older brothers had been born at home with the
aid of a midwife.
Our school was Silver Stream School and when I
started in 1932, Rena Cornwell (whose father lived in the
Palestine district) was the teacher. She had 32 students
(Grades 1-10), and did a terrific job. Grades 9 and 10
were correspondence courses and she helped the students
after 4 pm and on Saturday mornings. I believe her annual
wage was either $500 or $600. She taught at Silver Stream
385

My husband-to-be, Clare Galloway, was born in
Neepawa on Dec. 13, 1923. His parents were Peter and
Ethel (Abbott) Galloway, who at that time were living at
Wellwood. In 1932, his family moved to the Pine Creek
district to the farm that had been my great grandfather’s
(Andrew Stewart) homestead. Peter’s parents were James
and Margaret (Irvine) Galloway of Wellwood. Ethel’s
parents were Frank and Eliza Jane (Arbuckle) Abbott of
Neepawa.
During World War II, Clare served with the Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders of Canada and was sent overseas
in 1943. He was sent from Shilo to Niagara-on-the-Lake
where he joined them returning to Canada in 1945.
We married in October, 1946, and rented his parent’s
farm in Pine Creek. Our son, David, was born on July
18, 1947. A few months later, we saw an ad in the “Free
Press Prairie Farmer” listing a store and post office for
sale, which was priced within our means. I, who had never
been in a business except for brief work periods, was keen
to go. A letter of intent was sent to the owner. We had an
auction sale and boarded the train for Empress, AB. We
enjoyed the location and the people were so friendly. Many
became life-long friends.
There was no hydro and we had the only telephone in
the community, which was a long distance phone.
Clare loved his trips with his buddies fishing in the
Red Deer River about four miles away. He also loved
going antelope hunting. It was the only way people got
fresh meat because without refrigeration it was impossible
to keep. The women canned the antelope to have meat on
hand. Of course, the excellent fishing in the area helped
alleviate this problem.
There were a few of the original homesteaders still
living in this community. One lady, Ma Gilham, had
wonderful stories to tell of her early days when she arrived
from England. I didn’t have time to record her stories when
we were there but it always haunted me that I couldn’t
return and do so.
There wasn’t enough activity in the store to satisfy
Clare, so the decision was made eventually to sell. I would
have liked to go to the Medicine Hat area but we came
back to visit family in the Gladstone area and Clare chose
to go back farming and milking cows – which I hated!
We purchased land and settled in the Golden Stream
district and enjoyed that community very much. In 1952,
our daughter Maureen was born and in 1956, Jo-Anne
arrived.
Our family all went to the Golden Stream School then
went on to William Morton Collegiate in Gladstone.
Eventually, Clare was hired to manage the Federal
Grain Elevator at Golden Stream and I spent five years
working in the Gladstone Pharmacy.
When Federal Grain sold out to Manitoba Pool
Elevators, Clare worked in a couple of other elevators. I

School for nine years and I was fortunate enough to have
her as my teacher for seven years. A few families were
able to afford to pay room and board, so their children
could attend high school in Gladstone but many could not.
Roads weren’t kept open for travel in the winter. Most of
us walked to and from school, winter and summer.
In 1937, dad bought our first battery radio so we were
able to enjoy programs such as Fibber McGee and Molly
and Bing Crosby, but most importantly the news. With
the war pending in Europe, this was extremely important.
I still remember that morning in 1939, when we learned
war had been declared, trying to visualize as I walked to
school, what all this would entail. Being 12 at the time, I
really had very little concept of all the horrors that would
come. As I recall my teenage years, the war effort was
uppermost in the minds of everyone.
In 1942, my older brother, Jack Stewart, who later
married Catherine Smithson of Eden, was sent overseas
with the 12th Manitoba Dragoons. He was given enough
leave from down east to come back to spend a day in
Winnipeg. Dad hired a gentleman from Gladstone with
a good car to drive the family to Winnipeg (Assiniboine
Park), where we spent the day with Jack. I guess dad felt
our 1929 Model A wasn’t up to the trip. The next afternoon, it was very hot and I was having a nap. I recall
waking up to the sound of my mother sobbing, fearing
the unknown for her son.
At that time, I know my younger brother Bill, would
have preferred to enlist but my dad could not have managed
the farm without his help. Bill was very musical, and in
later years, became a square dance caller going to places
all over the province. Sad to say, he and his wife, Georgina,
were killed in January, 1982, on icy road conditions just
east of Neepawa.
In 1943, dad had hydro installed. We lived along the
hydro line running from Austin to Gladstone. I have no
idea how he was able to do this because rural electrification didn’t happen until 1951. He also purchased milking machines from Stout’s Service in Gladstone and we
began milking 28 cows – a job I never did like, but I guess
it was for the war effort. Women didn’t have much say
then and it still bothers me that little consideration was
given to purchasing appliances (such as an electric washing machine) that would have been so beneficial to my
mother, whose health was not very good.
However, when it came to politics, mom always had
her say and she didn’t bat an eye about killing my dad’s
vote when he always voted Liberal. The only Liberal mom
ever voted for was our local MLA, Wm L. Morton. I have
seen them drive with horses to the polls at Muir (five miles
away) and each vote their own way. I always admired my
mother for this. This was before women could have a mind
of their own and be considered equals!
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Arden and Jo-Anne works at the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police detachment in Neepawa. They have two children:
Chad and Jodi.
In 2002, my husband passed away from his illness. I
began to look for a suite thinking if I put my name in for
one I liked, it might be available a few years hence. As it
happened, I had to make the choice in January, 2004, when
a suite became available in Neepawa at Prairie Oasis.
I moved in March, 2004 and, sad to say, my son,
David, passed away in Estevan less than three weeks later.
On Dec. 19 of that year, I had the misfortune of a serious fall on ice as I walked to church. This has seriously
curtailed my activities but I am still able to enjoy doing
interviewing of people for Access TV and hope to get
back to painting.
I have been blessed with meeting and having contact
with so many interesting people during my lifetime and
not just through business. Upon our retirement from Shell
Oil, Tom Scott of Gladstone asked me to do tours for his
company, Valley Royal Tours. This I truly enjoyed. I did
many bus trips, which I enjoyed, but the most exciting of
all were the train trips to Churchill. I feel both our governments has been guilty of neglecting the north. I have been
fortunate to travel the North American continent but my
favourite spot is Churchill. I feel everyone in Manitoba
should go at least once to visit this unique area.
Also, I was a member of the Royal Canadian Legion
Ladies Auxiliary provincial council and met so many
women of the war years. I soon felt the personal stories
of their experiences should be recorded. In 1997, when my
term as president of council was completed, I began doing
all I could to collect the stories of the women of the war
years. I felt it had to be done as quickly as possible before
it was too late as many of these women were aging. The
stories came in from Newfoundland to Vancouver Island
as well as from New Zealand and Great Britain – all with
a Canadian connection. I was fortunate to be able to attend
a Royal Canadian Air Force Women’s Division Convention
in Newfoundland. This proved to be very worthwhile. I
was also grateful to my family and a few friends. Without
their help, I would not have been able to have completed
compiling these stories in a book. Clare was very ill at
this time and was in the personal care home in Gladstone
when the book, “Women of the War Years” was launched
in October, 2000. I feel it helped me deal with this very
stressful period in our lives and my husband was supportive of the project. All net proceeds were donated to cancer
research. It was a not-for-profit project and I still keep in
touch with some of those who submitted their stories.
I received a phone call in 2006 from the commanding
officer from the 23rd Wing Air Force Base at North Bay,
ON requesting permission to do a Military Tattoo based
on the book, “Women of the War Years” – a wonderful
tribute to all those women, so deserving.

eventually went to work for Bob Thomson, manager of
the Shell Bulk Fuel Station in Gladstone. In December of
1973, we were asked to take over the agency. It was a very
demanding business and one I enjoyed immensely until
Clare’s health deteriorated and we retired in 1987. He was
misdiagnosed and was not until 1989, we discovered he
had advanced Parkinson’s disease.
When son David completed his high school years, he
moved to Brandon to work at the Brandon Hospital for
Mental Diseases for 25 years. He married Edna Brown
of Helston and they have two sons: Bill and Rick (who
now live in Japan). David and Edna’s marriage failed.
While working full time in Brandon, David continued his
education and acquired at least two diplomas and a degree.
When he turned 40 years of age, he decided to go for his
Masters in Health Administration and he was accepted at
Dalhousie University in Halifax. David was fortunate to
have Allison McDonald of Saskatchewan as his partner
and support for many years. She was a nurse and they both
worked in the medical field in a few locations ending up
in Estevan, SK.
After Maureen graduated from high school, she
attended Red River Communiuty College in Winnipeg. She
eventually ended up employed in Neepawa with Manitoba
Agriculture. In 1971, she married Don Cox of Neepawa.
They have two children: Jennifer and Will.

Peggy and Clare Galloway on their 50th wedding
anniversary in October, 1996
Jo-Anne took secretarial training in Brandon and was
employed with the Brandon City Police. In 1975, she
married Larry Campbell of Gladstone. They moved to
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GAMEY, MURIEL MAVIS
By Muriel M. Gamey
Muriel was born to Laurence and Mae Gamey in
1950. She grew up with two brothers, Douglas Richard
and Joe Bentley on the family farm in Strathclair, MB.
Outdoor farm life appealed to her and she helped out in
all aspects of farm work. In her “spare” time, she was
active in the local Baptist Church, in a marching band
and in many sports. During the last two years in high
school, she was involved in provincial level track and field
and was sent to competitions across Canada. Following
high school, she took a certificate in Christian Education
course in Edmonton, a Bachelor of Physical Education
at the University of Manitoba and a certificate of education at Brandon University. In 1973, she was hired as an
itinerant physical education teacher for kindergarten to
Grade 9 at the Plumas and Gladstone Elementary Schools.
Those were special years, for along with a pleasant teaching environment, she had the freedom to help organize
many summer and winter outdoor education experiences
with the students. In 1978, she became a physical education teacher at the Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute and
remained there until her retirement in 2005.
Throughout the years, she took great pleasure in
introducing students and community people to the joys of
outdoor activities like cross country skiing, snow shoeing,
canoeing, hiking and biking. For many decades, she developed, maintained and groomed the local cross-country and
snow shoeing trails. In 2006, she and Kathy Jasienczyk
spearheaded the development of the Langford Recreational
Trails.
Believing that life is a precious gift from God, her
on-going desire in life is to serve and honor Jesus. When she
sees individuals in need, she tries to respond. Throughout
the years, she served in the local Baptist Church in a variety of ways. A month long volunteer experience in Bolivia
was a very special experience.

L to R: Luis, Eric, Anna and Diego Gaudet

GAWAZIUK, ERNEST and PATRICIA
Submitted by Ernie and Pat
Ernest John, born Sept. 29, 1940, is the son of John
and Julia Gawaziuk of Dauphin, formerly of Valley River,
MB. His father John, was born (in the Glenhope district)
to parents George and Christine who had emigrated from
the Ukraine shortly after the turn of the century.
They lived in the Glenhope district to the early 1920s,
then moved to Valley River (Trembowla), MB, a community some l5 miles northwest of Dauphin. Julia was the
daughter of Peter and Teklia Shewchuk, neighbors of the
Gawaziuks.
Patricia Sylvia, born Apr. 7, 1948, is the daughter of
Peter and Annie Zemliak of Dauphin, formerly of Sclater,
MB. Peter was born to parents Metro and Anne (Burdeny)
and raised in the Elphinstone, MB area. Annie was born to
parents Mike and Mary Kowaluk (Herman) and was raised
in the Sclater, MB area.
After graduating from Dauphin Collegiate Technical
Institute in 1959, working briefly in Thompson, as well
as helping at the Valley River family farm and working in
Dauphin, it was March, 1966 that Ernie graduated from
the diesel mechanic course at Red River Community
College (then known as Manitoba Institute of Technology).
He applied for work at Canadian Co-op Implements in

GAUDET, ERIC and ANNA
Submitted by Anna and Eric Gaudet
Eric Greg Gaudet was born on Feb. 16, 1975. He is
from Somerset, MB. Anna Maria Cristina-Gaudet was
born on Apr. 1, 1976. She is from Montreal, PQ. They
were married on July 10, 1999. They have two children:
Luis Jose, born on Mar. 15, 2003 and Diego Julio, born
on Dec. 27, 2005.
Eric and Anna moved to Neepawa in August, 1999.
Eric is an industrial arts teacher at Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute. Anna stays home with the children while pursuing her education at Brandon University to become an
elementary school teacher.
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Lesia Ann born Aug. 9, 1977, graduated from NACI,
then Brandon University with education and music specialist degrees. She taught at King George School and Betty
Gibson in Brandon, Douglas Elementary and Stevenson
Britannia in Winnipeg. Aug. 10, 2002, Lesia married
Jacques Normandeau (parents Joseph and Bernadette) of
St. Boniface, MB. They currently live in Winnipeg where
Jacques teaches band at Van Wallegham and Lyndon
Meadows Schools. They have three boys: Jean-Pierre,
Alexandre, and Sebastien.
Lorena Julie born Aug. 9, 1977, graduated from NACI,
BU with Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Nursing.
Currently, working on masters in nursing and has been
employed for the last five years at the Brandon Health
Center in medical/surgical and latterly in maternity. In
April of 2007, Lorena has accepted the nurse-in-charge
position at the Sioux Valley Indian Reservation just outside
of Brandon.
For nearly forty years in Neepawa, Ernie and Pat have
been involved in St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic
Church, Knights of Columbus, Boy Scout Movement,
Whitemud Theater, Neepawa and District Fine Arts
Festival, the Roxy Theater and the Neepawa and Area
Lily Festival.

Winnipeg. They referred him to Mr. Herb Meneer of the
Neepawa branch of CCI. He would board and room at the
home of Sarah Richardson (Mrs. Peter).
In June of 1966, Ernie brought a copy of the Neepawa
Press to Dauphin for Pat to check out the classified section
and apply for the secretarial/receptionist position at the
Neepawa Health Unit upon her graduation from the DCI.
Pat was more interested in hitting the big city lights of
Winnipeg, so upon graduating, she moved to Winnipeg to
work at RRCC and Russell Food Equipment for a short
time, then typist in the social work department at the Child
Guidance Clinic.
Ernie and Pat were married in Dauphin on Oct. 21,
1967. Their first “home” was a suite in the Mountain
Apartments in north end Neepawa. They lived there for
four years, then moved to the “Baroni House” on the north
west corner of Hamilton and Second Avenue. In 1986, the
old house was torn down, the property subdivided and the
Gawaziuks built their home at 426 Second Avenue (where
they reside at present), selling their south property facing
Hamilton Street.
Ernie worked at CCIL for two and a half years, then
went to work for Jim May at the Massey Ferguson dealership. In 1971, Don Flatt took over the Massey dealership
and Ernie remained employed for Flatt Implements for
thirty years. In 1992, Ernie began driving school bus for
Beautiful Plains School Division, which he continues at
the present time.
In the spring of 1968, Pat was offered a term receptionist position at the Neepawa Laboratory and X-ray just for
two months. However, when the two months were up, the
lady who was awarded the health unit position the year
before had to resign as her husband had been transferred.
Dr. K. I. Johnson, Medical Officer of Health offered Pat
the position. She was very pleased and ready to accept that
position at this time. There she remained for six and a half
years, just prior to the birth of their first son. An elevenyear “at-home-mom” followed. In 1986, Pat began work
as nurse’s aide at East View Lodge where she is employed
to the present time.
Emil John born Jan. 22, 1975, graduated from Neepawa
Area Collegiate Institute, and Assiniboine Community
College with electronic technician diploma, now lives in
Brandon and is currently employed as an automotive electronics installer. He is also in partnership with Fred Scott
in Power Sound Productions, as well as recording engineer
and live audio mixer.
Justin Peter born Apr. 3, 1976, graduated from NACI,
then University of Manitoba with arts and Master of Science
degrees. Presently, Justin is attending the 4th year PHD
program of toxicology at the University of Saskatchewan
to be followed by working in the pharmaceutical industry.

GEE, ERNEST and MAUDE
Ernest Arthur Gee was born Dec. 28, 1867 in Cannings,
Wilts, England. At the age of four years, he came to Canada
with his family to Dorchester County in Ontario. As a
young man, Ernest came west to Manitoba and worked as
a hired man for Mark Edwards in the Eden district, then
for Jack Batters in the Osprey district.
On Mar. 15, 1897, he bought the home quarter, which
contained solid oak trees. He began farming with two
horses and a plow. On Dec. 16, 1898, he married Ella
Maude Murray from New Brunswick. They lived in a small
house and in 1918 he built the present home for approximately $7,000. Wheat at that time sold for $4.00 a bushel.
Ernest and Maude have three sons: Elmer, Murray and
Russell and two daughters: Etta and Verna. Ernest also
bought the quarter of land west of the home quarter. In
1945, Ernest and Maude retired from the farm to Neepawa
and then to Portage la Prairie, MB. Ernest passed away
Aug 5, 1949, and Maude Dec. 3, 1952.
Russell married Annie MacGillivray on Sept 2, 1936
at Gilbert Plains, MB, and bought the family farm. The
farm consisted of milk cows, horses, chickens, pigs, grain
farming and the mail route. With the war years and the
Neepawa airport, they got to know some of the overseas
airmen, with a return of Cliff and Mary Thompson from
England in the 1980s. We, Barry and Connie, still correspond with them at Christmas. Russell and Annie have one
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In 1984, with the reconstruction of Highway 16, saw a
change to the original farm yard. The 70-80 year old spruce
trees that Ernest had planted from seed on the north side
of the yard were removed. This left a marked change in
the original home site along with the highway hill being
removed and the highway made level and widened.
In 2001, due to heat stroke, Barry left Springhill Farms
Hog Processing Plant and retired early, when he was able
to help a friend with his sheep for several years on the farm
and found lambing season very interesting, with one year
having quintuplets who all survived.
David, wife Monique and son Ethan, live in Medicine
Hat, AB, where David is employed by Shaw Cable Systems
GP. Daniel lives in Brandon, where he is employed by
Westman Communications Group. The original homestead
quarter has now been in the Gee name for 110 years.

daughter, Donna and one son Barry. Russell and Annie
retired to Brandon, in 1967. Russell passed away Mar. 12,
1991 and Annie Apr. 6, 1992.

GERRARD, DARRYL and MICHELLE

Ernest and Maude
In 1965, Barry bought the home farm and on Oct. 28,
1967, married Connie Airey of Rivers. Our farm consisted
of grain and feeder cattle numbering up to 300 head plus
horses and ponies. We had various hired men and also
purchased two quarters of land plus rented land. Barry and
Connie have two sons: David and Daniel. In 1982, due to
ill health and rheumatoid arthritis, Barry sold the machinery and rented the land out. After several years and after
experimenting with various medications and diets, he was
able to do part time work in various jobs and construction
and then finding a permanent job with Springhill Farms
Hog Processing Plant in April, 1987, near Neepawa.
Darryl, Emma and Michelle
Darryl, Michelle and Emma moved to Neepawa from
Brandon in May, 2001. We moved because Darryl began
a job at what was then known as Yellowhead Equipment
(now Countryside Equipment). Michelle commuted for a
while to her job in Brandon, but soon began a job at the
Neepawa-Gladstone Co-op in the office. Emma was then
two years old.
In 2003, we purchased the Macleods store with
Darryl’s parents, Wayne and Linda Gerrard, who moved
here from Winnipeg. We updated the store and changed
the name to True Value Hardware.
Emma began school in 2004, and Michelle works fulltime at the hardware store.
Russell and Annie
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GIANNOTTI, DAVE and LYNDA

Ironically, Lynda has discovered that her roots are in
Neepawa. Her great grandfather was George Irwin who
died Apr. 15, 1926 and is buried in the Neepawa Cemetery.
Lynda’s grandmother was Lottie Isabel Irwin who married
Jess Richardson. While teaching at HMK, Lynda took a
group of students on an overnight camping trip to Lake
Irwin. Upon recent discussions, it has been determined that
the group was camped on the old farm site. No wonder
Lynda had such a great sleep and felt “at home”.
The Giannotti family is privileged to be a part of the
Neepawa-Langford history. We have found a special place
and are glad to be part of the community.

Submitted by Lynda Giannotti
The Giannotti family is a newcomer to this area.
On Aug. 1, 1998, they arrived on a hot day from Craig,
Colorado to their new home NE 20-14-14W in the RM
of Langford. David (Dave), Lynda, Tim and Cam enjoyed
the prairie skies and landscapes; it didn’t take long for
everyone to love country living. Our neighbors were all
very welcoming.
Dave Walter and Lynda Joyce Richardson were married
Sept. 5, 1987 at the Hamiota United Church. They have been
blessed with two boys: Timothy David born July 17, 1988
at the St. Boniface Hospital in Winnipeg and Cameron Ross
born Nov. 11, 1992 at the Brandon General Hospital.
Like all families, our roots are diverse. Dave grew up
in Round Lake, a village north of Chicago. Dan and Dawn
Giannotti lived in Lake Villa, Illinois until Dawn’s death
when Dan moved to Friendsville, Tennessee. Dave grew up
with his older brother Dan, enjoying sports and outdoor life.
Dave traveled with many sports teams as a trainer. In early
adult life, Dave emigrated to Canada and worked in mining
exploration based out of Bissett, MB. Lynda was raised a
prairie girl. She graduated as a physical education teacher and
taught physical education at Hazel M. Kellington 1975-77.
After leaving Neepawa, her career took many exciting turns
with the most recent one acting as branch supervisor at the
Neepawa Public Library 1999-2006. Lynda’s parents were
Robert (Bob) and Edna Richardson. The family moved often
as Bob worked for Manitoba Pool Elevators. The towns
they called home were: Solsgirth, Cardale, Foxwarren,
Virden, Carman, and Brandon. Lynda has three siblings:
brother, Jack, a geologist living in Perth, Australia, sister,
Myrna, from Brandon, and a younger brother, Warren, who
works for Pioneer Grains in DesMoins, Iowa. The family is
physically spread apart and lost both mom and dad early to
cancer. Family gatherings, when they occur are very special
times and hold great memories.
Tim and Cam have grown up with Neepawa as “home”.
After our move to Neepawa, Tim entered Grade 5 and Cam
started kindergarten at HMK. They have participated in
school activities as well as 4-H and church youth groups.
Tim finished his first year at Dickinson State University
having played on the university football team and looks
forward to finishing his academic and athletics there.
Cam will be finishing his high school at Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute. He has enjoyed the music programs
and playing in the jazz band. He loves to snowboard.
The reason that we moved to Neepawa was its location and the fact that Dave was starting an agriculture
based company. His initial company Giannotti Technical
Services and later PAT Inc. specialized in agricultural
technology. This technology has impacted agri-business
of today and tomorrow.

GIBSON, JACK and PAT
Jack and Pat have lived in Neepawa since 1990. Jack
is the owner/publisher of the Neepawa Press. Pat has her
own counselling business and has offices in Brandon and
Neepawa.
They have one daughter, Brittany who resides in
Brandon and is attending Brandon University.
Both Jack and Pat are originally from MacGregor, MB
where they attended school. Pat’s family is still living in
MacGregor.

GILL, HOMER and WILMA
Submitted by Homer Gill

Homer and Wilma 50th wedding anniversary June 9,
2001
Homer was mayor at the time of Neepawa’s 100th anniversary and continued in that position until 1991. During
his term of office several objectives were completed in
Neepawa. The major ones were as follows:
A new water tower was built near No. 5 Highway.
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man for the Minneapolis-Moline Farm Equipment for
Neepawa and surrounding district, including Russell,
Grandview, and Brandon. New dealerships were organized in the area, including Neepawa. Nicholas Hornsby of
Neepawa was appointed here. The dealership at Brandon
was organized at this time; the dealer was Harold White
of Benito, MB, later represented by his son under White
Farm Equipment.

The Main Street program was done including some
new sidewalks, tree planting on Mountain Avenue and
Hamilton Street as well as new lighting.
A roadside park along the Whitemud River next to No.
16 Highway was established.
The Springhill Farms Hog Plant was built and today
it employs 400 employees.
Prairie Forest Products made some major expansion
and employs over 100 people today.
A number of small new business places were also
established including restaurants and Gardewine North
Trucking Services.
Neepawa has continued to be a major implement sales
and service centre as well as a car dealership centre.
Two large housing developments have taken place,
namely Westcreek and Hillcrest. Wilma and I have been a
major partner in Hillcrest on No. 5 Highway south. It now
has more than 20 new beautiful homes and six new condos.
We presently occupy a new condo on Deer Ridge Road.
Back in the early 80s, I encouraged the planting of
trees, which included more than 400 spruce trees along
the south side of No. 16 Yellowhead entering Neepawa.
This has made a very pleasant row of beauty on the eastern entrance to Neepawa. More recently, I planted trees
along No. 5 Highway next to Hillcrest Development.
Our animal cemetery in the conservation area on No. 5
Highway continues to be a popular spot. The conservation
area includes 15 acres of old and new forest set aside in a
perpetuity for the enjoyment of all residents. It is a major
bird and animal sanctuary.
Serving on Neepawa council for 17 years, of which 11
were as mayor, was a very satisfying experience. Wilma
and I moved into Neepawa in 1952. We have enjoyed
continued membership in the golf and curling clubs. The
new nine holes is a special experience. We also continue
our active support of the United Church and in particular
the United Church choir.
We are thankful for fairly good health and numerous very close friends. We wish a happy 125th to all.
Retirement from Gill and Schmall Agencies has given us
more time to travel the world and a new appreciation for
the many good things about living in Neepawa, still the
most beautiful town in Manitoba.

Roy Gillespie
During World War II, Roy had to find new employment, and was employed at the Neepawa Salt Plant for two
years. In 1943, Roy purchased a small Esso filling station
on the corner of Brydon Street and Mountain Avenue, and
acquired the Minneapolis-Moline dealership. During the
good business years, employment was provided for four
people. He extended the building to the north, and later
to the west, to accommodate an auto repair shop, and a
showroom for the Dodge – Desoto and later the American
Motors auto dealership.
The corner known as Centreville by the businessmen included Guinn Marble and Granite Works, Roy
Birnie’s Tire Shop, Matt Stoetzel and Scotty McGregor’s
Blacksmith Shop. They prized the name among themselves
in a humorous manner.
A property across the street, to the east, was acquired
and used for parking cars and farm machinery. This property was later sold and Brimont Apartments were built
there. The original dealership building was rented to
Maurice Maes, but was destroyed by fire. In 1976, the
Royal Bank of Canada purchased the property.
Roy enjoyed all sports, especially baseball, often
attending Neepawa Farmers and Cubs games. One Sunday
on the golf course, after two rounds with Russell McEwen,

GILLESPIE, ROY and ISABELLA
By Isabella Gillespie, updated by Jim Gillespie
Roy Wesley Gillespie was born at Gunton, north of
Winnipeg, in 1901, and attended high school there, with
one year at United College. He was employed at General
Motors in Regina, married Isabella McIver there in 1933.
One son, Alexander James was born in 1935. Roy and
Isabel (Mac) moved to Neepawa in 1938. Roy was block
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member of the Neepawa Lion’s Club band, playing glockenspiel and clarinet. Many teenage hours were also spent
playing hockey and baseball.
Jim obtained his public and high school education
in Neepawa, and obtained a Bachelor of Arts in 1956,
at the University of Manitoba. Jim furthered his education in Ontario. He married Ellen Mary Kelly in North
Bay, 1962, and they have two children: Mary Ellen and
Sandra. Mary Ellen now works for the Toronto Board of
Education; Sandra completed her PhD in education, in
Toronto in 2000, and now teaches at International Christian
University in Tokyo. Jim retired from the Federal Public
Service in Ottawa in 1996. His career included teaching,
(one year at Souris High School), social welfare, library,
and communications research work.

Roy went a third round with his wife, and made a hole-inone off the short fifth tee. Both Roy and Isabel were avid
bridge players, and Isabel taught bridge. Jim belonged
to the chess club organized by Wes McAmmond, public
school principal.
Roy came from a large farm family; a few members
moved to the United States. His youngest brother, Glenn,
was killed in World War II in 1944 at age 22. Roy Gillespie
passed away January, 1974.

Isabella
Jim, Isabella and Roy
Isabella Gillespie’s parents farmed a homestead at
Reston, where she was born. She obtained her high school
education there, worked three years as postmistress at
Kincaid, SK, and graduated as registered nurse from the
Regina General Hospital in 1931. She gave general duty,
obstetrical and operating room services in Neepawa for
19 years, retiring in 1973. Isabella Gillespie passed away
June, 2001, age 93. She was a long time member of the
Eastern Star.
Isabella’s hobbies included curling, golf, baking,
and handicrafts, especially needle point and wall hangings. Choir music was another one of her interests; Sweet
Adelines under Cy Astley, Glee Club and United Church
Choir under Brian Bailey; and the Family Album under
Vera Cochran, with Mabel Thomson on mouth organ.
Gwendolyn Davies, piano teacher, organized a pre-school
rhythm band and voice training group which included
Pat Hutchinson, Joyce Bowman, Phyllis Bajus, and Jim
Gillespie. Jim later took piano lessons from Gerald De’Ath,
pianist and church organist in Neepawa. Jim was also a

Roy’s mother’s maiden name was MacDonald;
Isabella’s was MacLean. Both their forebears came from
Scotland, McIvers from the Isle of Lewis, and both settled
in Kincardine, ON, before moving to Gunton and Reston
respectively, to farm homesteads.

GILLIES, SCOTT and PEARL
Upon moving to Arden in 1976, we lived at 201
Saskatchewan Avenue until January, 2001, when we
bought the acreage on NW 8-15-13. Scott continues to
be employed with Manitoba Hydro. Pearl started work
for the RM of Lansdowne, as an assistant in the office on
Feb. 14, 1994.
Wesley graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute in 1998, and after spending a year at Brandon
University decided to relocate to Alberta. He married
Nicole Powell from Youngstown, AB on Aug. 2, 2002. At
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company was restructured with Darlene, Alan and Neil
also becoming shareholders in Neepawa Tire Ltd. Darlene
and Alan became responsible for all the accounting in the
business.
From his high school days to the present, Alan has
been very involved with music as he has had his own rock
band since he was eighteen. With his interest in music and
much studying, he acquired a Doctor of Philosophy of
Music from the Hamilton University in Wyoming, United
States. Alan is now a qualified music teacher. He and his
present band are near completion of their first CD with all
the music composed and lyrics written by him.
Upon graduation from NACI, Neil became employed
by Nick’s Repair and in due course received his auto body
mechanics license. On Aug. 21, 1983, Neil married Lisa
Woloski, a school teacher and they have two children:
Shelby born in 1997 and Braden born in 2000.
Alan married Kelly Magnuson from Winnipeg on
Aug. 16, 2003. Kelly is a registered nurse. She has an
adult daughter, Jamie Magnuson who resides and works
in Winnipeg.
At this time, Warren is very near retirement and
Neepawa Tire has already been restructured with Neil and
Lisa becoming the main shareholders. Darlene is determined to continue working at Neepawa Tire awhile longer
and Alan is determined to pursue his music career on a
full time basis.
Darlene has been a tireless volunteer within the
community and has received several acknowledgments
for her efforts. She and Warren are charter members of
Neepawa United Commercial Travelers (UCT). Darlene
has been elected to every governing level of this organization and is presently in her fourth year of a six year term
on the Supreme Board of Governors based in Columbus,
Ohio, United States. The board consists of eight members
and Darlene is the first person from Manitoba and the first
ever Canadian woman to serve on this board.
Darlene and Warren continue to live on their farm
three miles north of Neepawa which they purchased in
1983. They plan to continue residing there as long as their
health permits.

present, we are blessed with three grandchildren, Bryden
Emerson Scott, born Dec. 23, 2003, Grady William, born
Apr. 3, 2006 and Trystyn Nicole born June 22, 2007.
Wesley owns his own trucking business in the oil
industry; Nicole operates her own beauty and hair salon
out of their residence in Hayter, AB
Ashley graduated from NACI in 2002, took her para
educator course at Red River Community College in
Southport. At present she resides and works in Brandon.

GILLIES, WARREN and DARLENE
Submitted by Darlene Gillies
Warren Glen Gillies was born May 21, 1937, the first
child and only son of Alex and Beth Gillies of Baldur,
MB. After completing high school, he worked with his
father in the meat business until 1958 when he became
employed with Anglo Canadian Oil Company in Baldur.
He was transferred to Neepawa in 1961 and to Portage la
Prairie, as branch manager in 1965. On Aug. 12, 1967,
Warren married Darlene Davie, the eldest child and only
daughter of Eva and Bill Davie Jr. in the Neepawa United
Church.
Darlene was raised in the Dumfries district and she
attended Dumfries School and Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute. Upon graduation from NACI, she became
employed with Shoemaker-McGillvray Insurance Agencies
and worked there until her marriage.
Darlene and Warren took up residence in Portage la
Prairie and Darlene became employed with Vopni Press.
Aug. 1, 1969 they were blessed with their first son, Alan
Alexander. In 1970, Warren was transferred to Roblin,
briefly and then to Neepawa. A second son, Neil William
was born in Neepawa June 27, 1970 which completed the
populace of this family. In the meantime, Anglo Canadian
Oil Ltd merged with two other small oil companies and
became Royalite Oil Company in 1965 and later was
absorbed by Gulf Oil in 1969.
In 1976, Warren was transferred again to Virden with
Gulf Oil. Darlene became employed with Andrew Agencies
the same year. The boys were in school, hockey, baseball,
cubs, scouts and several other activities by this time. After
21 plus years, Warren resigned from the oil company and
he and his cousin Garth Lockerby purchased Neepawa
Tire effective Dec. 1, 1979. The families were moved to
Neepawa at the end of June, 1980.
Alan and Neil attended Hazel M. Kellington and NACI
schools. Darlene managed a family restaurant for two and
a half years then worked for the University of Manitoba
Centre of Aging interviewing seniors and caregivers. She
eventually became employed by Neepawa Tire. In 1991,
Warren purchased Garth Lockerby’s shares in Neepawa
Tire and became the sole owner. The following year the

GLUSHEK, LENORD and EDITH
Submitted by Edith Glushek
While taking me to Brandon to meet his grandmother,
Len took me through Neepawa. We approached the town
just as night was falling. I was enthralled by the tree-lined
streets and the natural beauty we were seeing. We decided
then to retire to Neepawa.
Over the next 30 years, we came out several times a
year, visited with Len’s cousin Wally and his wife Sherry
on their farm, and looked for a place we could call home.
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GLUSKA, KYLE and WANDA

The day in October that we drove into the McCracken
farmyard, I told my husband that this feels like home. In
my mind, I could see the landscaping, garden, trees planted
and new house. We plan to start the new house in the spring
of 2008. The farm we live on used to be the Graham place.
I believe it had been on an old route west.
Lenord was born in Sioux Lookout, and graduated
from Red Lake District High School in Ontario. He took
his trade as a mechanic and welder at Placer Dome. Len
is an experienced equipment operator including highway
tractor-trailer units. He hauled pulp, livestock freight and
has been trained on crane operation, electric shovels, loaders and graders. He has built roads, and sanded winter
roads but the job he enjoys most is farming. He has always
been and will be an entrepreneur. He loves to keep busy
and rarely can be found indoors; as long as he has a piece
of equipment, he can be found in the yard or at a neighbors
helping if needed.
Edith (nee Lynk) was born in Glace Bay, NS, attended
business school there and moved to Montreal and then to
Red Lake. I took nursing at Confederation College. After
moving to the farm, I found myself longing to get back to
work. I attended college in Brandon where I took business
accounting.
We have two children: Phaedra Dawn and Tanya
Celeste. Phaedra is a lawyer for the Department of Justice
in Ottawa. Tanya in an accountant and is a GST auditor and
works for Revenue Canada in Kitchener, ON. Both girls
love the farm and when they come home, they take great
joy in running the equipment and caring for the animals.
Tanya did much of the farm work while living at home
and attending Brandon University.
We had lived in Red Lake, ON and raised our children
there. When the girls left to go to university, we decided
it was time to find our farm that had been our dream for
30 years.
Now we live in the RM of Rosedale. We purchased the
farm NW 23-15-15 from Gordon McCracken in November,
1992. We moved to the farm in April of the following
year. Since then, we have settled in the neighborhood and
consider the neighbors to be not only good neighbors but
also very good friends.
We have cattle, geese and each spring we raise chickens
for our own use. We have planted many trees and increased
the shelterbelt in the fields. We have started a small fruit
orchard and we add a couple of trees each year.
We have purchased four plots in the Rosedale cemetery
since we decided that will be our final destination.

Submitted by Wanda Gluska

Kyle and Wanda Gluska moved to Neepawa with their
family in July of 2006 from Glenboro, MB, when Kyle
accepted an x-ray technician position with the Neepawa
Hospital. Kyle and Wanda have three children. Their son
Chase was born Aug. 1, 1998, daughter Rylee was born
Feb. 9, 2001 and their youngest daughter Shelby was born
Nov. 17, 2004.

GOLESKI, VICTOR and LORNA
Submitted by Lorna Goleski
Victor and Lorna (nee Woykin) Goleski relocated to
Neepawa in 1975. They moved to Mentmore in the RM of
Langford in March of 1979 and continue to reside there.
Victor and Lorna have three children: David (1969) resides
in Spruce Grove, AB. He has one daughter, Taylor Lael
Watson.
Shannon (1971) married to Christian Benz. They
currently have one daughter, Isabella Anastasia. They
reside in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Christian is a manager of
Mercedes-Benz US International and Shannon is a recent
stay-at-home mother and has a computer consulting LLC
specializing in SAP.
Pamela (1972) married to Derrick Birch. They have
three children: Robyn Lee, Kylie Rhea and Dillon Tyler.
They reside in Neepawa, MB. Derrick is self-employed
as owner of Birch’s Plumbing and Heating and Pam is a
medical receptionist.
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GOODMAN, MIKE and PAT

part of the year, and track, swimming lessons and Blue
Dolphins swim club during the summer.
We were never able to take a summer holiday, but
having friends over and the swimming activities seemed
to make up for that. In fact, all three kids became certified
lifeguards and enjoyed teaching swimming.
Mel really enjoyed snowmobiling during the winter,
and I took part in Choraliers and worked with the Fine
Arts Festival and the Holiday Festival of Arts for a number
of years.
As well, I either played the organ or taught Sunday
school for many years and both of us served on St. James’
Vestry for several years. We built a new home on the farm
in 1981.
Michele’s story is elsewhere in this book, under
‘Michele and Kelly Woods’. Barb graduated from NACI
in 1987, having enjoyed band, choral, major production,
student council and sports throughout school. As well, she
earned her Grade 8 Toronto Conservatory in piano. Then
she graduated with her Bachelor of Arts in Psychology
and Sociology in 1990, and decided to enter nursing. By
1994, when she graduated, she was discouraged because
there were no jobs to be had, neither in Winnipeg, Brandon
nor in Saskatoon.
However, she did training to work in oncology, then
more training to work in intensive care. After working
12-hour shifts at the Health Science Centre, she moved to
the University of Alberta in Edmonton to obtain a Masters
Degree in Nursing in the field of leadership/teaching.
(While there, she enjoyed walking one block to work at
the university hospital instead of driving across Winnipeg
to Health Science Centre).
Barb accepted a teaching position at the University of
Manitoba in September, 2005 and bought an almost new
home in St. Vital in the summer of 2006, where she and
her cat ‘Missy’ are living happily.
Glen took three terms of agriculture at the U of M
following his graduation from NACI in 1993, and enjoyed
working at the Brandon Research Station during the
summers, especially his time with ‘Jellybread’, a rock
band formed by guys who all worked at the station.
Their biggest thrills? opening for ‘McMaster and James’
in Brandon and playing at the Classic Rock Festival in
Minnedosa. Although he had played trumpet in school
band, he became a drummer extraordinaire.
But agriculture was not in his future. Realizing he
had a knack for electronics, he decided to study one year
at Assiniboine Community College, and a second year at
SAIT in Calgary. Deciding to go all the way, he finally
graduated, in 2004, with a degree in Electrical Engineering
Technology from DeVry Institute in Calgary.
On Apr. 2, 2005, in Mazatlan, Mexico, Glen married
Judit Castro Rice, his favourite classmate at DeVry. Born
and raised in Mazatlan, she is the youngest of three siblings,

Submitted by Mike and Pat Goodman
Michael, Pat (Myhara) and son Spencer came to
Neepawa from Winnipeg in 1997 when Michael accepted
a position with the Beautiful Plains School Division as a
computer technician. Pat is employed at the Neepawa Public
Library. Pat and Michael are active in many community
organizations. Spencer recently graduated from Neepawa
Area Collegiate Institute and is contemplating his future.
Pat was born and raised in Winnipeg. Michael was born
in Ottawa and grew up in Europe and the United States.
Michael’s father Reginald Donald Goodman was born to
Sigurdur (Sam) Goodman and Mae Elizabeth Aikenhead,
who farmed in Wellwood at the No. 5 highway bend.

GOODWIN, MEL and MARJ
Submitted by Marj Goodwin
Melvin Earl Goodwin was born July 5, 1941 in the
RM of Lansdowne to Ethel (Setrum) and Ford Goodwin.
He grew up on a farm in the Stoney Creek district southwest of Neepawa, and he and his sisters Eleanor and Lorna
attended Stoney Creek School until its closure in June
1950, at which time they came to Neepawa schools by
van.
I was born in Neepawa to Erma (Shaw) and Walter
Greenhalgh on Aug. 30, 1943, their first child. Later, I
was joined by two brothers: Ted (1945) and Don (1955).
Following graduation from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute, I attended St. John’s College in Winnipeg, graduating with a Bachelor of Arts in English and French in
1964. By this time, Mel and I had been dating for more
than two years, and we decided to marry.
I became a teacher of secondary English and French by
taking one year in education over the next three summers,
and I thoroughly enjoyed teaching at Eden Collegiate. We
married on Dec. 28, 1964. At first, we lived in a house
trailer in town, then moved to the farm in Stoney Creek
when the folks moved to town. In 1967, we bought the
Ignace Kuharski farm located 2.5 miles south of Highway
16 on PTH No. 464 – a real find for us, because it had
a newer bungalow and a good barn, plus a really good
water supply.
I left teaching in June 1967, there was no other choice
back then, and we started our family with the arrival of
Michele Elaine on Sept. 6, 1968, followed by Barbara
Lynn on Dec. 3, 1969. The farm kept getting bigger, mostly
by our renting land to work and we seemed very busy. For
some time, we seeded up to 3400 acres every year, back
in the seventies and eighties. Glen Franklin arrived Dec.
2, 1974 and soon we were running with hockey, music
lessons, Sunday school, band, choral and gymnastics for
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the family by herself. They later moved to Glenella from
their residence in the Molesworth district.
Gladys attended Molesworth School for Grade 1 but
later transferred to Glenella School at the time of her
father’s passing and finished Grade 12 at Kelwood, graduating in 1966. After Wayne and Gladys were married, they
settled on the family farm and lived in a mobile home, later
moving into the place they call home today in 1975.
Wayne and his brother Raymond joined a partnership
and conducted a mixed farming operation together for 33
years, until Ray’s retirement. Since then, Wayne’s two
sons Darwin and Jason have taken over Ray’s share in the
partnership and currently operate as Gork Farms. Gladys
has always fulfilled the role of homemaker for her family,
and works some casual hours as a postal worker. She also
spends a great deal of time with her grandchildren.

the one who dared to move far out of her comfort zone by
coming to Canada. She and Glen now work at different
hi-tech companies in Calgary, where they bought their
first home in 2006.

Mel and Marj Goodwin
With both girls in university, I returned to teaching
at NACI from 1987 to 1995, and enjoyed working with
the student council. In 1999, we sold our farm to Richard
and Fiona Davies of Shropshire, England and purchased
Palmer Nesbitt’s acreage on Highway No. 5, six miles
south of No. 16. Our large yard keeps us both busy, but
we love it all.
Mel’s robust good health was challenged by a snowmobile accident in January, 2004, that left him a paraplegic, but he manages life well and maintains his good sense
of humour. His newest toys are his ATV and the snow
blower attached to the riding lawn mower, one new toy
for each half of the year.

Standing L to R: Jason, Wayne, Shawna, Konur and Lori
Seated in Front: Gladys and Tallon
Seated to Right: Darwin and Elise

GORK, WAYNE and GLADYS

Wayne and Gladys have a family of three:
Darwin Wayne was born on Oct. 16, 1970 and attended
school at J.M. Young School in Eden until Grade 9, then
later transferred to Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute in
Neepawa and graduated with his Grade 12 diploma in
1988. He furthered his studies at Brandon University,
completing his science degree with a major in chemistry
and zoology. His dream was to become a veterinarian, but
his love of the country drew him back to the family farm.
He went on to manage Simplot in Plumas, MB until he
dedicated his efforts to taking over the family business.
On Aug. 10, 1996, Darwin married Lori Skanderbeg of
Waldersee, MB. Lori is a registered psychiatric nurse who
worked at Gladstone Personal Care Home before having
her family and dedicating her time solely to them. They
have two children: Elise Sharon was born Aug. 26, 2000,
and their son, Konur Jason came into the world on Feb.

Submitted by Gladys Gork
Wayne Gork was born on Apr. 2, 1945, the youngest
son of Edward and Margaret Gork. He was raised on the
family farm SE 14-17-14 in the RM of Lansdowne along
with his older sister, Doreen (Kaspick) and older brother,
Raymond. He attended Molesworth School and then went
on to take Grade 9 in Birnie. Later, he worked on the farm
with his father and brother.
Wayne married Gladys Squires of Glenella, MB on
Sept. 28, 1968, youngest daughter of Percy and Dorothy
Squires, born Sept. 29, 1947. She was a sister of Phyllis
(Janush), Joyce, Irene (Lambourne), May (Susan Schettler),
and Mary (Gardiner). She has three brothers: Walter,
Vernon (who died in infancy) and William. At the young
age of six, her dad Percy died, leaving Dorothy to raise
397

Today Jason, with his wife Megan and daughter Cadence,
live in Yellowknife. He works for the territorial government and she is an accountant.

27, 2003. They live two miles north of the family farm on
the former Hares homestead.
Jason Dale was born Dec. 9, 1972, and also attended
school in Eden and later graduated from NACI with his
Grade 12 diploma in 1991. Following graduation, Jason
stayed on the farm and pursued the agricultural business.
His mechanical expertise and his welding skills are an
important part of the family operation. In his down time,
Jason enjoys sledding in the winter and participates in
other outdoor recreational activities. His niece and nephews are a source of pride in his life. He lives in the same
yard as Wayne and Gladys.
Shawna Michelle Dawn was born on Dec. 26, 1973
and attended school in Eden and NACI, graduating the
same year as her older brother in 1991. Shawna furthered
her studies at Brandon University, taking social sciences
and then enrolled and graduated from the registered
nurse diploma program at Brandon General Hospital in
1995. The same year, on Sept. 30, she married Anthony
McCarthy and moved to Vancouver, BC. There she worked
as a private nurse. In 1997, they moved back to Neepawa,
and later on to Brandon, where they pursued a business
venture, opening a small restaurant together. Shortly after,
they divorced and Shawna returned to Neepawa to once
again pursue her nursing career full time. She has a son
Tallon Layne, born Apr. 14, 2001.
Wayne and Gladys are members of the Glenella United
Church, and are active socially, participating in old time
dances, bowling and curling. Their three grandchildren are
the source of many rewarding experiences.

Jason, Megan and daughter Cadence
Travis and his fiancé, Ewa, live in Calgary. Travis is
an accountant and Ewa a respiratory therapist. We both
are planning to attend their marriage in Mexico in March
of 2008.

GOUDIE, STEPHEN and JANE
Submitted by Stephen and Jane
Stephen was born and raised in Montreal, PQ, the son
of Norval and Claire Goudie. Jane was born in Winnipeg
and moved to Neepawa with her parents, Doris and Allan
Lytle, and her younger sister, Jo Ann, in 1955.
Steve and Jane met in Neepawa in 1970 where Steve
was working with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.
They married in April of 1972 and lived in several locations in Manitoba. Their older son, Jason, was born in
Swan Lake while they lived in Crystal City, and their
younger son, Travis, was born in Flin Flon. The family
then spent ten years in Winnipeg. In 1988, Steve was transferred to Yellowknife, NWT. Initially, Steve worked for the
RCMP and retired when he had over 30 years service. At
that time, he joined Canada’s second diamond producing
company, Diavik Diamond Mines, as director of security.
During this time, Jane taught English at Sir John Franklin
High School.
The boys finished their schooling in Yellowknife before
heading off to Alberta for their post-secondary education.

Travis Goudie and Ewa Stefaniuk
In the summer of 2005, Steve and Jane moved back to
Neepawa to retire. Since that time, Steve has gone back to
work with the RCMP in what is called the RCMP Reserve
Program. Jane has done some teaching at Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute and is now managing her mother’s
business.
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After his return from World War I, Ted worked for the
Canadian National Railway then the Canadian Pacific
Railway. He worked two years for Massey Harris in
Toronto. In 1939, he and his family moved to Minnedosa
and he was employed by the CPR for 22 more years as
a trainman and conductor. After he retired, he spent two
years as superintendent of the camp grounds at Clear
Lake (Riding Mountain National Park). Ted then worked
at Agristeel Minnedosa until 1969. Ted and Leila have two
children: Velma and Arla.
Velma Lorraine was born in Winnipeg, MB and married
John Wayne. John died in 2004 in Brandon, MB. Velma is
a retired school teacher. Velma is a member of the Golden
Girls providing entertainment at the senior homes in the
Brandon area. They have two children: Cheryl and Jeffery.
Cheryl Dawn married Craig Miller and have two children:
Cara Miller (married Dwayne Michael Gylywoychuk),
and Stephen Miller. Jeffery John Wayne married Linda
Beatrice Boden and have one child, Jodi Wayne.
Arla Alberta was born in Saskatoon, SK and died in
October, 1998, in Minnedosa.
David Walter was born in May, 1901, in Listowel,
ON and died in 1968 in Galt, ON. He married Alice Mary
Currie in June, 1930, in Galt. She was the daughter of
William James Currie and Alice Mosley. She was born
in 1903 in Edrans, MB and died in 1991 in Cambridge,
ON.

Jane and Steve enjoy their spring through fall period
traveling between their family cottage in the Gimli district
and Neepawa.

GOWING, WALTER EDWARD
Submitted by Vern Gowing
Walter Edward Gowing was born in 1862 in Listowel,
ON and died in 1948 in Neepawa. He was the son of
Charles Gowing and Hanna Snelling. He married Mary
Ann Partridge in Listowel, ON. She was the daughter of
Fletcher Partridge Jr. and Susanna Ritchie (born 1867
and died 1957) of Neepawa. Walter and Mary are buried
in Riverside Cemetery, Neepawa. The Gowings came to
Neepawa about 1910. Walter was a cabinet maker. Mary’s
brother, Dave Partridge, was living in the Neepawa area.
Mary was a member of BESL Ladies Auxiliary and the
Salvation Army in Neepawa. They have three children:
Lister Theodore, David Walter and Grace Mary Merle.
Lister Theodore Gowing was born in December,
1895, in Listowel, ON and died in 1985 in Minnedosa.
He married Leila Alberta Walker Aug. 4, 1928 in Neepawa.
She was the daughter of James Walker and Ella Wilson.
She was born 1896 in Halboro and died in 1977 at Sandy
Lake, MB. Ted and Leila are buried in Minnedosa.
Ted enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary Forces
Dec. 24, 1914, and was posted overseas. Sgt. L.T. Gowing
served with the 3rd Div. Signal Corps in France. Ted was
gassed while in France. He was discharged in April, 1919.

David and Alice
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Elmer born Feb. 15, 1924 and one daughter Irene Emma
born Jan. 28, 1927. Emma later married Archie Loucks.
Leighton Bedford was born Jan. 14, 1901 and married
Nellie Woods. They have two daughters: Eileen Mona
born Dec. 12, 1926 and Thelma Doreen born July 20,
1930. Eileen Mona married Harold Ernest and Thelma
Doreen married Albert Jury in 1949 (see Jury, Albert and
Thelma story).
Joseph Weldon was born June 12, 1903 in Neepawa
and passed on Dec. 30, 1973. He married Lillian Marie
Larson at Kinistino, SK on Aug. 12, 1931. They have two
sons: Weldon Brock and Ronald Lovell. Weldon Brock
was born Apr. 27, 1932 and married Joan Henricksson
on Jan. 26, 1955. They have two daughters and one son:
Sheree Ann born Nov. 20, 1956 married Roy Pearson
on Apr. 27, 1974 and have a son Rory Raymond Brock
born Sept. 2, 1980; Brock Joseph born Nov. 17, 1959
and Candace Britt-Marie born Aug. 2, 1961. Weldon later
married Constance Smith and have one son, Sean Patrick
Weldon born July 6, 1968. Ronald Lovell was born Dec.
30, 1936 at Rouleau, SK. He married Lynn Goodall, (who
was born Mar. 7, 1942) in Vancouver on Sept. 15, 1962.
They have two sons and one daughter: Ronald Joseph
born May 31, 1964 in Ottawa, ON; Brent Fraser born in
Montreal, PQ on Dec. 7, 1958 and Lori Elizabeth born
Sept. 4, 1971 in Edmonton, AB.
Clarence Wesley was born May 29, 1906 and married
Norma McMillan. They have three daughters: Donna Jean,
Patricia Ann and Norma Gail. Donna Jean born Feb. 24,
1940 and married John Taylor. They have two sons and one
daughter: Shannon, Shawn and Graham. Patricia Ann was
born May 27, 1943 and married Gerrit Alberts. They have
one son and one daughter: Jonathon and Caron. Norma
Gail was born June 13, 1948 and married Reid Corrigall.
They have one son Michael and one daughter Suzanne.
Harold Brock was born Oct. 29, 1908 and married Ivy
Newsham. They have two daughters: Marlene Gale and
Rowena Faye. Marlene Gale was born July 22, 1939 and
married Ted Lipsey (deceased) and later married Howard
Turentine. Rowena Faye was born May 3, 1941 and
married Peter Philp with one son Brock and one daughter
Tanya. Harold later married Thora Bus.
Adne Ruben was born Feb. 10, 1911 and married
Isabel Thompson. They have two sons Dennis Adne and
Barry Dale. Dennis was born July 15, 1937, married Norah
with one son Barry and lives in Kelowna, BC. Barry Dale
was born May 20, 1941 and drowned at Westbourne on
Apr. 24, 1948.
Written by Brock Graham to his Granddaughter, Pat,
May 24, 1956
The Clan Grahams lived on the border of England and
Scotland; some of them were banished to northern Ireland
(can’t recall date) and our family were some of them. The
first that I have any record of is your great, great, great

Dave worked for the Neepawa Hydro, serving his
apprenticeship in the 1920s. He also operated gas engines
and threshing machines in Manitoba until he was injured
and lost his right hand (the sleeve of his sweater got tangled
in a belt on a separator pulling his hand into the pulley).
In 1929, Dave moved to Galt, ON where he married Alice
Currie. Dave worked for Clare Brothers in Preston for
35 years. David Gowing and sons operated City Cab in
Preston. Dave and Alice have five sons: Walter, Vernon,
James, Ronald and Lloyd.
Walter William married Lillian Charbonneau in
Niagara Falls, ON. They have three children: Linda,
Donald and Douglas.
Vernon David married Emily “Marie” Goodwin
(daughter of Herbert Goodwin and Emily Porter) in
Galt, ON. They have two children: Kimberley Marie and
Gregory Vernon. Kimberley Marie has one daughter, Jenna
Marie Sinclair.
James Donald (Doctor), married Pamela Pattendon
in Ramsgate, England. They have three children: Jane
Allison, John, and Robert. His second marriage was to
Ellen Artindale and they have two children: Cara and
Andrew.
Ronald Francis married Bonnie Louise Baker in
Preston, ON. They have four children: James Edward,
David Andrew, Alan Francis and Barbara Louise.
Lloyd George was born in 1942 and died in 1990.
Burial was in Preston Cemetery, Cambridge, ON.
Grace Mary Merle was born July 4, 1903 in Leighton
Township, Allegan County, Michigan United States and
died in Neepawa. She married George Henry Whiteman,
son of Archibald Whiteman and Mary Sutherby. He was
born Jan. 8, 1898 in Brookdale, in RM of Langford and
died in Neepawa. Children of Grace and George are: Lorne
Earl; Alfred Whiteman and Ted Whiteman.
(See George Henry Whiteman)

GRAHAM, BRIDGLAND and ROWENA
Submitted by Thelma Jury
Bridgland Brock Graham, born Sept. 21, 1869 at
Bobcaygeon, ON, died in Neepawa, MB on Mar. 27,
1960. He married Rowena Mary McNaughton on Feb.
16, 1895 at Neepawa by Rev. J. J. Leach. Rowena died
Feb. 5, 1971 in Neepawa. This marriage issued five sons
and two daughters: Nora Earls, Emma Ellen, Leighton
Bedford, Joseph Weldon, Clarence Wesley, Harold Brock
and Adne Ruben.
Nora Earls was born May 7, 1897 and married Albert
Brydon. They have one son Donald born Sept. 22, 1929.
Emma Ellen was born Jan. 1, 1899 and married Elmer
Beattie who died June 12, 1936. They have one son, Weldon
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1971 to September, 1971 Garry worked for Aylmer
Hampton of Hampton Plumbing, Heating and Electrical
in Minnedosa. In September, 1971, he enrolled in an
electrical course, which he completed in June, 1972 and
with Aylmer Hampton he served his apprenticeship. Garry
received his journeyman papers as an electrician in June,
1975 and was employed with Morris Industries Ltd. as
their maintenance man.

grandfather, Micol Graham. He was born in Covan, northern Ireland in 1740. The family came to Canada in 1775
and settled in county of Durham and Township of Covan,
ON and later town of Mittlebrook, ON.
One son, Robert (your third grandfather) married
Nancy Bedford. Her family came from Boston, United
States and settled in Nova Scotia about 1787. So that’s
how we are United Empire Loyalists. Robert and Nancy
were your great grandfather’s parents. Your great grandfather, Joseph Graham, was born Mar. 24, 1821, County
Durham, Township of Covan. He married Jane Earls,
your great grandmother (my mother) on Jan. 14, 1852
in Toronto, ON. Your great grandmother’s people came
from Armorogh, Ireland in 1831. She was a child in arms.
They settled in Toronto, ON. She died June 6, 1879. We
left shortly and arrived in Winnipeg, MB July 27, 1879. A
year later we left for Gladstone, sailed up the Assiniboine
River as far as Portage la Prairie and the rest of the way
by wagon. When we left Ontario our destination was Fort
Edmonton now in Alberta.
McNaughton Family (Grandma Graham):
Your great, great grandfather, Malcolm McNaughton,
was born in Dunbarton, Scotland in 1818, and came to
United States, State of Maine, as a school teacher. He
married Clamontian Allbee in 1852. Your great grandfather
was born July 19, 1853 in town of Anson in the State of
Maine. They moved to Canada and province of Quebec.
Henry McNaughton married Ellen Amelia Weldon. There
were three of a family. Their mother died in 1881. Your
grandmother came to Manitoba on Mar. 23, 1891, and
lived in Mountain View district. The family moved to
Dauphin district in 1884. Malcolm was a United Empire
Loyalist.
Your Grandma and I were married Feb. 16, 1895 by
Rev. J.J. Leach in Neepawa, MB.
Heatherington Family: Rowena Mary McNaughton
– Graham
Ellen (Aunt Nellie) McNaughton – married George
– deceased
Son Harry Hetherington – 4 children
Jack McNaughton – died a number of years ago.
(Henry McNaughton had a second wife and several
sons and daughters by that marriage).

Garry and Patricia Graham
Garry married Patricia Lynne Griffith Oct. 30, 1965 in
Neepawa. Patricia, daughter of Barney and Doreen Griffith,
was born July 15, 1947 in Neepawa. Patricia received her
schooling in Neepawa.
In November, 1967 Garry and Patricia bought the
Glendale School and land, NW 21-14-16 in the RM of
Langford and made it into a beautiful home. There were no
trees on this piece of land so the first thing on the agenda
was to plant a large shelterbelt to protect the land from the
frequent winds that occur in that area.
Garry and Patricia have three children: James (Jim)
Murray was born Mar. 1, 1966 in Neepawa; Sandra Lynne
was born Dec. 16, 1968 in Neepawa; and Herbert John was
born Oct. 18, 1971 and he died Oct. 19, 1971. Herbert is
buried in Riverside Cemetery, Neepawa.
Patricia stayed at home to raise their children. In
1985, she secured part time employment at The Neepawa
Press. She stayed there until March, 1994 when she was
employed at Paterson, Bass, Ross Law Office in Neepawa
for one year. In November, 1995 Patricia started working
at Harris Pharmacy in Neepawa and is still working there
today.

GRAHAM, GARRY and PATRICIA
Garry is the second son of Murray and Annie Graham.
He was born Feb. 8, 1945 in Neepawa. He received his
schooling in the Glendale School.
Garry worked at Agristeel in Minnedosa, MB, from
March, 1964, until April, 1970. He then went to Lynn
Lake, from May, 1970 to August, 1970. September, 1970
to December, 1970 he took his upgrading. From January,
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Jim opened his own autobody shop (Pyramid Collision)
in Neepawa in November, 1995 and Shelley is in the
accounting department at Mayor Equipment, Neepawa.
Sandra took her schooling in Neepawa and graduated from NACI in 1986. She took a hairdressing course
at Classic Hairdressing Academy in Brandon. After her
graduation from hairdressing, she set up her own shop in
Neepawa.
Sandra Lynne married Dean James Aitken (son of
Lois and James Aitken of Neepawa) on Sept. 12, 1992.
Dean was born Sept. 3, 1968. They have three children:
a daughter Taylor Raye born Aug. 26, 1994; a son Carter
Dean born Feb. 14, 1996 and a son Hunter Reese born
Apr. 22, 2002.

Glendale School 1968

Glendale School 2007 – Home of Garry and Pat
Graham
Jim took his schooling in Neepawa, graduating from
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute in 1984. He then
enrolled in autobody in Brandon. After graduating from
his autobody course, he was employed at Nick’s Repair
Service until April, 1989, when he went to Thompson,
MB.
Jim married Shelley Lynn Gork (daughter of Marjorie
and Raymond Gork of Birnie) on Dec. 7, 1991. Shelley
was born Sept. 2, 1968. Jim and Shelley moved back to
Neepawa September, 1993. They have two children: a
daughter Jamie Lee, born Sept. 23, 1993 and a son, Grant
Murray born Feb. 17, 1995.

Carter, Sandra, Hunter, Dean and Taylor Graham
Sandra and Dean moved to Emerson, MB in March of
1997. Sandra has her own hairdressing shop in the basement of their house in Emerson and her husband Dean is
a Royal Canadian Mounted Police officer.

GRAHAM, JOSEPH and JANE ANN
Submitted by Thelma Jury
My mother, Jane Ann Earls (Ann Jane recorded in
Family Bible) was born in the county of Armough, Ireland,
in 1831. Her family came to Canada the same year. They
were nine weeks coming over. They settled in Toronto,
ON. One sister married Robert James of St. Catherines,
ON. There were more in the family but I can’t name them
(quoted by Brock).
My father, Joseph Graham, was born in Melbrook
County of Deven Township of Covan, ON in 1821, the
son of Robert Graham and the former Nancy Bedford.
Nancy was a Dutch descendant and came to Canada with
her parents from Boston, Massachusetts, United States in
1788 (of United Empire Loyalists). They settled in Nova
Scotia and later in Ontario.

Shelley, Jim, Jamie and Grant Graham
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– there was something doing all the time as people were
crowding into the Red River country, as it was then called,
from all over the world.
We hired two ox teams (about three families in all)
to freight our possessions to Gladstone. The first day we
made Westbourne. The roads (trails) were terrible and
Westbourne was simply a sea of mud and water. Not very
good for the long, full skirted fashions of those days, and
I recall one woman, a little the worse for drink, being put
to bed, full skirts, mud and all, to sleep it off. I had to
sleep on a cot with an old chap I had never seen before –
a perfect stranger. I happened to meet this same old man,
years after on the south east corner of Lake Dauphin. He
was living alone in a little shack.
The next morning we left for Gladstone – we were
stuck several times during the day and slept out under
the wagons that night. We made Gladstone the next day,
July 8, 1880. I had seen the Red River ox team cart trains
being loaded and leaving Winnipeg for Fort Edmonton
– now the trail passed through the center of Gladstone
and right passed our house. Later, when I got my farm
in Rosedale, this old Fort Ellis Trail ran through the farm
and again passed by our house. Indians traveled back and
forth all summer. Their camping ground was just across
the river from us. I still remember how they carried their
dead babies – still strapped in their carriers to the backs of
the mothers, and hanging from tree branches when stopped
while they were traveling until they reached the burial
ground.
Dollars were scarce in those days. Brock tells how
early settlers came to Gladstone to file on land for homesteading. Many of them walked 40 miles and more, paid
their fee and immediately started for home again in order
that a night’s lodging might be saved. Those were days
of hardship for the early settlers but the neighborly spirit
was at its height. People were happy and eager to carve
out a home in those vast prairie lands. The high cost of
meat was not a worry in those days, as there were plenty
of wild geese, ducks and prairie chicken. The birds were
strung from the rafters – before being eaten – and were
“high” before being cooked.
Adne had a farm in Glendale district and drove a horse
and buggy and two yoke of oxen. We traveled along the
Union Road. After a rain, the mosquitoes were so thick we
used the bed clothes to cover ourselves. In the wagon were
all the cooking utensils, bedding, tent, etc. and the mosquitoes were so thick we didn’t drive the oxen – they took us
to Gladstone through bush to sweep off the mosquitoes.
In the spring of 1884, the Dominion Land Office was
closed at Gladstone and we moved to Minnedosa, MB.
Uncle Clarence and Uncle Adne joined up for the Riel
Rebellion. They went by train some where just west of
Regina and from there marched to Edmonton. Dad (Brock)
wanted to join up but wasn’t quite 16 years old – too

My great grandfather was Michol (Michael) Graham.
My grandfather was Robert Graham. In 1852, my parents
were married in Toronto by the Rev. Dr. Lett. They resided
in Toronto, Melbrook, Peterborough and Bobcaygeon, ON.
There were five sons in the family:
Joseph Wesley, born Aug. 19, 1856 – died Sept. 30,
1891
Clarence Franklin, born Aug. 15, 1859 – died Aug.
3, 1935
Elias Adne, born Feb. 26, 1861- died in infancy Dec.
26, 1862
Adne Richmond, born Nov. 11, 1862 – died Mar. 19,
1941
Bridgland Brock, born Sept. 21, 1869 – died Mar.30,
1960.

L to R: Leighton, Harold (sitting), Brock,
Clarence (sitting), Joe (sitting), Adne
When Sir John A, McDonald came back to power in
1878, my father was appointed to a post at Fort Edmonton,
AB (by the Government) but my mother was in poor health
and unable to travel. She passed away June 6, 1879 and
we left for the west in July, arriving in Winnipeg, MB on
July 27, 1879. Brock was 10 years of age.
We stopped at the old Davis house on Main Street near
the corner of Portage Avenue. My father was employed
in the Dominion Lands Office until June of the following year. That winter, 1879-80 was the coldest winter on
record.
I saw the first locomotive (railroad engine) brought
west across the Red River – the rails were laid on the ice
before the bridge was built.
Our plans were changed and instead of going to Fort
Edmonton my father was sent to Gladstone, MB to the
Lands Office there. We left Winnipeg on June 27, 1880
by steam boat on the Assiniboine River, as far as Portage
la Prairie, arriving there July 1. Portage la Prairie was
celebrating that day and the Indians were out in force,
having a great time. We stopped at the Bill Lyons Hotel
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GRAHAM, LEIGHTON

young. He and his father lived on Uncle Adne’s homestead
six miles east of Arden, and filled out the homesteading
duties while Uncle Adne was away. The two boys came
back from the Riel Rebellion in 1885. Uncle Adne returning by boat down the Saskatchewan River, through Lake
Winnipeg to Winnipeg, and Uncle Clarence returned by
train from Edmonton. The two brothers took up residence
in Neepawa when the town was in the making. Uncle Adne
worked in a clothing store in the year 1889. My father
and I moved to N ½ 16-15-15. Uncle Adne owned this
but I farmed it. I hauled the logs and in the early spring of
1890, built the log house having drawn the logs from the
mountains (Riding Mountain). The cart trails to Edmonton
went through both these farms and I broke the trails up
later. In 1892, I bought the NW ¼ of 17-15-15 and broke
60 acres that year. By 1894, I had it all broken up – scrub
oak – but it took many years to get all the roots out. In
1895, I bought and we moved to the E ½ of 17-15-15. I
purchased it from Tom Everall, who the year before had
built a frame house, the first frame house in the district.
60 acres were broken on this quarter. I had been using
oxen and horses. In 1897, we moved to the house on the
west side of the road, 17-15-15 where we lived and the
family was born. In 1917, we bought the East Warren farm
16-15-15 and moved there to live until 1925.We moved
back to our original farm and lived there until 1945 when
we moved to the town of Neepawa.

Submitted by Thelma Jury
Leighton married Nellie Woods on Oct. 4, 1926 and
they lived in Solsgirth district before moving to the farm
in Mountain View district. They have two girls: Eileen who
married Harold Ernest and Thelma who married Albert
Jury (see history).
Eileen and Harold have five children: Les, married
Pauline and they have two girls Tammy and Lenore.
Shirley (died in 1978). Valerie married Lorne Crammond
and have one son Bradley. Pat married Rick Murray and
they have three daughters: Courtney, Jenna and Christine.
Wayne married Patsy Smith and they have a son Tyler and
a daughter Kayla.

Eileen, Leighton, Nellie, Thelma
When the farm was sold in 1945, they moved to
Neepawa. Leighton worked for Manitoba Hydro, Manitoba
Telephone System and then the Department of Highways.
They lived in their little house on Fourth Street until moving
to Kinsmen Kourts. Leighton passed away in March, 1988,
and Nellie in April, 1999.

GRAHAM, LESLIE and JESSIE
Submitted by Lois Graham
(See East of the Mountains Eden – Birnie Story pg.
125)
Les was born Sept. 9, 1912 to James and Eleanor
Graham. He attended school in Eden. He married Jessie
Campbell, daughter of Hugh and Mathilda Campbell of
Neepawa, on Sept. 10, 1937. They lived on the farm NE
20-16-15 until Les passed away on Oct. 31, 1980.
They raised five children, Lloyd (Lois) of Eden, Laurine
(Stan Wicker) of Kelliher, SK, Carol (Jake Reimer) Red
Deer, AB, Shirley (Trevor Bay) Winnipeg, and Jim (Diane)
of Neepawa.

Rowena and Brock
In 1895, I married Rowena Mary McNaughton whose
father lived across the road to the north. He had come
from Lauchette, QC about 1890. In 1892, he took up a
homestead in Dauphin and moved there to live in January
1895. In 1893, I rode up to Dauphin on horseback – there
wasn’t any Dauphin in those days.
Rowena McNaughton was born at Grenville, QC, on
May 20, 1876.
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1986. He started working as a custodian for the Beautiful
Plains School Division, at J.M. Young School (Eden) in
1987. He retired in 1998.
Lois taught for 34 years, retiring from the Turtle River
School Division, at Grass River School, in 1994. She still
substitutes at J.M. Young School.

Les and Jessie Graham 40th Wedding Anniversary
August 1976

Lloyd and Lois
Their son Neil works for the Manitoba Hydro. He
married Kathy Wilson of Hamiota in 1984, and they reside
in Brandon. They have two children: Kirk was born on July
7, 1987. He is presently attending college in Bottineau,
North Dakota. Rebecca was born on Sept. 23, 1990. She
is presently taking Senior 3 (Grade 11) at Crocus Plains
Regional Secondary School in Brandon.
L to R: Jim Graham, Carol Reimer, Lloyd Graham,
Laurine Wicker, Shirley Bay
Taken August 15, 2001
After Les passed away in 1980, Jessie continued to
live on the farm until moving to Neepawa in 1983. She
was active in Hospital Aid, bridge parties and many more
organizations. She passed away in August, 1998.

GRAHAM, LLOYD and LOIS
Submitted by Lois Graham
(See East of the Mountain, Eden-Birnie Story p.125)
Lloyd was born on May 1, 1938 to Les and Jessie
Graham on NE 20-16-15. He took his schooling at Eden.
He married Lois Mikkelsen, daughter of Mack and Hazel
Mikkelsen of Oberon, on Aug. 5, 1961.
We reside in Eden. Lloyd drove a fuel truck for The
Neepawa-Gladstone Co-op for 28 years, giving it up in

L to R: Rebecca, Kirk, Neil, Kathy
Since we are retired, we enjoy spending the summers
at our cottage at Clear Lake, and going on short day trips.
Lloyd has a woodworking hobby which he enjoys very
much. Lois enjoys sewing, knitting, and playing on the
computer.
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GRAHAM, MURRAY and ANNIE

Murray

George, the oldest son was nicknamed “Short Georgie”.
He married Fanny Euretta Turner in 1897 and farmed the E
½ of section 2-13-15. They have seven children: Leonard,
Howard, Minnie, Edna, Ernest, Ralph and Fanny.
Ralph Edward was born July 13, 1910. He married Ida
Florence North on Nov. 16, 1940. Ida was the daughter
of Robert George and Margaret Amelia (Lawford) North
of Franklin, MB.
Ralph and Ida lived on the Graham family farm until
March, 1942 when they rented land in the Brookdale
district. They worked five quarter sections for two years,
and then they gave up a half section and worked three
quarter sections until Ralph was forced to quit farming in
1947 due to ill health. Two children were born while on
the farm: a son Wayne James born Aug. 21, 1943 and a
daughter Stella Ralphena on Oct. 2, 1945.
They moved to Neepawa on Apr. 19, 1947. Ralph
worked at many different occupations before finding a job
suitable for his health conditions. Their second daughter,
Judith Maureen was born on Oct. 9, 1948. In September,
1949, they moved to the village of Brookdale. Ralph ran
a small garage and implement business.
Their next daughter, Rhonda Mildred was born on Feb.
6, 1950, while they were living in the Brookdale church
manse. In 1952, they moved and bought a small farm in the
Oakdale district, east of Neepawa. There they had cows,
a team of horses and chickens. They had a large garden,
raspberries, saskatoons and chokecherries. Their children
were taken by van to Inkerman School. On July 9, 1953,
their daughter Linda Dianne was born and on Nov. 20,
1954, Barbara Jean was born.
In 1956, they had to quit farming again and spent the
winter months at a farm yard about a mile east of Neepawa.
In April, 1957, they made another move, this time to a farm
yard owned by Wilfred Drysdale. The children attended
Union School and took high school in Neepawa.
Aug. 30, 1960, they bought a house at 192 Second
Avenue in Neepawa. They really enjoyed living there.
They had a large garden and yard, and lots of young people
around who socialized with their children.
Ralph worked for Wm. Whitmore, repairing balers
and other farm machinery. He later worked for Henry
Kaspick doing the same type of work. They attended Knox
Presbyterian Church. Ralph was a board member and the
children were involved in Canadian Girls in Training, choir
and the Young People’s Group. Ida belonged to the ladies
group and sang in the choir.
Their family has grown and left home. Wayne joined
the air force and took a heavy duty mechanics course.
He spent nine and a half years in the force. On Mar. 12,
1966, he married Patricia Briscoe, a hairdresser and lived
in Grand Centre, AB. They have no family and have since
divorced. Wayne drives semis and does deliveries of plane

Annie

Murray Herbert Graham was born Apr. 25, 1908, the
fourth oldest child (twin of Evie) to Herbert James and
Edith Gertrude (nee Turner) Graham at Wellwood.
The family was born and raised on farms in the
Wellwood district before moving to Mentmore in 1928,
where they owned and operated a grist mill and blacksmith
shop. In 1934, they moved the mill and blacksmith shop
to Minnedosa.
On Nov, 22, 1941, Murray married Annie Elizabeth
Dunsmore, born Oct. 12, 1905. Annie worked on the family
farm in the Glendale district SE 17-14-16 until she married
Murray. They started farming in the Glendale district S ½
16-14-16. They farmed until 1961, when they sold the farm
and operated a garage at Clear Lake for one year.
In the fall of 1963, they moved to a house one mile
west of Neepawa. From 1963 to 1973 Annie worked at the
Neepawa Hospital and Murray worked for Herb McIntosh
at Carberry. They both retired in 1973.
Murray and Annie have two sons: Ronald Murray,
born Jan. 31, 1943 and Garry Stanley born Feb. 8, 1945.
Ronald married Lynda Darlene Ductawich Mar. 26, 1947
and Garry married Patricia Lynne Griffith Oct. 30, 1965.
Murray died Dec. 31, 1989 in the Neepawa Hospital.
He is buried in the Wellwood Cemetery. Annie died Dec.
30, 2001 in Neepawa Hospital. Annie is buried in the
Wellwood Cemetery.

GRAHAM, RALPH and IDA
Submitted by Stella Kehler
Ralph’s grandfather, William Foster Graham married
Sarah Kilgore and came from Almonte, ON. They farmed
section 32-12-14 in the Wellwood district in 1886. They
have nine children: George, Mary, Ida, Eva, Jack, Foster,
Gilbert, Joe, and Rebecca who died when young.
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near Minitonas. Kevin is a truck driver and Candace works
in a store. Chris never married and lives and works in
Winnipeg.
Barbara graduated as a psychiatric nurse in September,
1977. She continues to work in the mental health field and
has traveled to many places. She now lives in Winnipeg
with her partner, Colleen.
In October, 1971, Ralph and Ida moved to the court
house and worked as caretakers. They lived in the basement and were there for nine and a half years. They really
enjoyed working with so many people. In 1980, they
bought a small house at 492 Second Avenue and retired.
They took short trips to visit family and enjoyed
spending time with the grandchildren. Ralph’s health took
its toll and he passed away on the night of their 52nd
wedding anniversary Nov. 16, 1992. It was a great loss
to all of us.
In 1994, Ida moved into the Kinsmen Kourts where
she spent the next twelve years. After many health issues,
she passed away on Apr. 7, 2006, four months short of
her 92nd birthday.
They are buried in the Wellwood cemetery. May they
rest in peace after a long hard life.

parts, etc. for the air base. In the winter, he drives snow
plows and cleans the runways at the base.
Stella married Jake Kehler on May 7, 1966 at the Knox
Presbyterian Church. They have three children: Dianna
Lynne, Gerald Jacob, and Janine Leanne. Stella worked
as a practical nurse and is now retired. Jake is a truck
driver and works for Charisons Turkey Farms at Gunton,
MB. They now live in Teulon, MB. Their daughter Dianna
married Herb Jones of Ashern, MB on Aug. 8, 1998. They
have three boys: Daniel, Hogan and John. Dianna works
as a health care aide in Selkirk, MB. Herb does small
engine repairs.
Gerald married Janie Crawford from Marion, South
Carolina on Feb. 15, 2000. They now live in Brunswick,
Georgia. Gerald is a truck driver and Janie teaches at the
academy for customs officials.
Janine married Darren Bond from Teulon, MB on July
17, 1999. They farm one and a half miles south of Teulon.
Janine works as a health care aide at a nursing home in
Winnipeg. Darren works in the agriculture office in Teulon.
They have two children: Joshua and Ashley.
Judy married John Jamieson from Winnipeg on Jan.
4, 1969 at the Knox Presbyterian Church. John worked
for Federated Co-op as a dry goods manager. They lived
in Rimbey, AB, Dawson Creek, BC, and Grand Prairie,
AB. They have now retired to Parksville, BC. They have
three children: Katherine Lynne, David John and Scott
Wayne.
Kathy married Lloyde Roulette from Neepawa on
Oct. 17, 1992. They now live in Brandon, MB. Kathy is
a licensed practical nurse and Lloyde is a teacher’s aide.
They have three boys: Devon, Sheldon and Aaron.
David married Nicole Augustyn from Dawson Creek,
BC on July 6, 1997. David works for a bank and Nicole is a
teacher. They have two children: Cherissa and Brenden.
Scott married Lorraine Thompson from Dawson
Creek, BC on July 5, 1996. Scott works for Federated
Co-op and Lorraine is a stay-at-home mom. They have
two children: Michael and Megan.
Rhonda married Wally Larocque from Yellowknife,
NWT on May 6, 1988 in Hawaii. Wally worked for Indian
Affairs and is now semi-retired. Rhonda owns a hairdressing shop. They have no family of their own. Wally has
two daughters from a previous marriage: Lisa and Lana.
Lisa married Troy Lorenson and they have two children:
Kennedy and Hunter. Lisa also has a son Brandon. They
live in Edmonton, AB. Lana never married.
Linda married Randy Tyack from Neepawa on July 23,
1971. Linda works for the government and Randy works
in the warehouse which is now Sobeys. They have two
children: Candace Lea and Christopher Randy. Candace
married Jason Livingston from Neepawa and have one
son, Dylan. They have since divorced. Candace married
Kevin Ames from Minitonas, MB. They live on a farm

GRAY, BRYAN RONALD
Submitted by Joan Gray
Bryan Ronald was born Jan. 11, 1966 at the Neepawa
Hospital to Ronald and Joan (nee Delbridge) Gray. He
was enrolled at age four in Hazel M. Kellington School.
He thrived at school. In Grade 2, he played the role of the
cowboy in “Cowboy on the Moon”. He participated in
many areas of the Festival of the Arts.
During junior high, teacher Michael Whelan added a
new passion, basketball, to Bryan’s life. This sport would
honour and change his life forever.
Senior high was a busy, productive life. Some of his
activities were: Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute Tigers’
sports teams – basketball, volleyball, football and NACI
Lion’s Club band.
He was a member of the NACI Chorale; was chosen
for the role of Prince Dauntless in the musical “Once
upon a Mattress”, plus a part in one other musical. He
was elected president of NACI in Grade 12.
Basketball honoured Bryan and NACI. He received
many most valuable player awards locally and provincially. He was scouted by several universities i.e. basketball and volleyball.
During his final year of NACI in 1983, he was
awarded the Western Canada United Nations Oddfellows
Scholarship Pilgrimage for Youth. He was also chosen
as Goodwill Youth Ambassador for the Rotary Club
International Youth Exchange – destination – Gallivare
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– Ronald F. McIssac Prize in Law: Child Protection
and Abuse Paper
– Highest Standing in Conflicts of Law.
Bryan was recruited by Bull, Hauser and Tupper of
Vancouver to join their firm where he held a summer articling position.
After his call to the bar, he accepted the position of
executive director for the Sustainable Co-ordination Unit
of the Government of Manitoba reporting to Premier Gary
Filmon. He drafted the Sustainable Development Act for
the Province of Manitoba in 1997.
He was later promoted within the Doer government as
the newly created director of climate change.
Bryan left this position when he was recruited by Sam
Katz to draft his policy platform for his 2004 campaign for
mayor of Winnipeg. Bryan presently is serving the mayor
as mayor’s director of policy manager of the executive
policy committee secretariat.
His community service contributions:
– twelve years coaching Winnipeg youth soccer, baseball, basketball
– participating at Saint Aidans Anglican Church
– founder of the junior U of M Bisons boys’ basketball
elite development program
His Bison team has twice won the gold medal for
the City of Winnipeg. Coach Gray has been awarded the
WMBA coach of the year award. He also serves on the
board of directors Basketball Association for Manitoba.

(Lapland), Sweden. He learned to speak fluent Swedish,
downhill skiing, played league basketball, toured Europe,
visited England and made lifelong friends. What an amazing experience for a seventeen year old.
He enrolled at the University of Manitoba on a basketball scholarship in 1984. He was a starting centre for the
national #1 ranked Bison’s. During his first two years, the
Bison’s won the Great Plains Athletic Conference. This
team went on to win the bronze medal at the Final Four
Conference in the Canadian Interuniversity Athletic Union
in Halifax. Manitoba honoured this team with the Order
of the Buffalo Hunt.
After his third year in the U of M, Bachelor of Arts
(Honours) in Political Science, he was hired by Member
of Legislative Assembly, the Honourable Glen Cummings,
Minister of the Environment, as his executive assistant,
later special assistant.
He attended night school at the U of M to complete
his degree.
Scholarships: U of M Bison Sports Academic
Excellence Award, the Jack Kush Memorial Award for
highest standing in Manitoba Politics and Voting, the
Dean’s Honour Roll and the Convocation Honour Roll in
Political Studies.
In 1992, Bryan, his wife Kimberly (Hodgson) and
their first child, William, moved to Victoria, BC where he
had been given an early acceptance at the University of
Victoria in the Faculty of Law.

Graduation at University of Victoria
At graduation he was awarded:
– Davis and Company – Academic Excellence
– J. Lyle Wilson Prize in Law: Highest Standing in
Administrative Law

Wesmen Classic 1985
Courtesy of the Winnipeg Free Press.
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the Arden Community Hall and Centennial Park. There
were seventy-five people including spouses at the reunion.
Many people met for the first time that day.

Bryan and his children, William Bryan, Taylor Victoria
Diane, and Hannah Alexandra Hodgson currently reside in
River Heights, Winnipeg, when he is not coaching sports
or fishing! Since school, he has always been interested in
government and community issues. So far, his careers have
enabled him to pursue these interests.

GRAY, HUGH and JANET (nee MAIR)
Submitted by Myrna Schellenberg
As of December, 2006, Hugh and Janet Gray from
Ayrshire, Scotland have eleven living grandchildren. All
of John Gray’s children are alive: Doris Boleyn (83 yrs)
of Brandon, MB; Lawrence (Margaret) (75 yrs) on a farm
near Brandon; Clarence (Mary) (75 yrs) of Kelowna, BC;
and Clifford (Kathy) (74 yrs) of Minnedosa, MB.
Maggie Walton has two living children: Betty Moore
(87 yrs) from Almonte near Ottawa, ON and Maggie
Graegert (90 yrs) of Spring Valley, MN.
Two of Nellie Dauncey’s daughters: Alma Hewgill (91
yrs) and Flossie Reavie (89 yrs), live in Rocanville, SK.
Three of Archie Gray’s children are still living: Don
(87 yrs) and Gladys Perrin (91 yrs) of Carrot River, SK
and Mary Adams (93 yrs) of Cumberland on Vancouver
Island, BC.

Gladys Perrin and Betty Moore, two of the remaining
grandchildren of Hugh and Janet Gray at the August
2006 reunion in Swan River

Gladys Perrin and her two daughters, Fay and Helen
visiting with other participants at the 2006 school
reunion in Arden.

Grandchildren of Hugh and Janet Gray at the 1997
Arden Reunion
L to R back to front: Lawrence Gray, Clarence Gray,
Clifford Gray, Doris Boleyn,
Betty Moore, Robert Wilson, Bill Gray,
Maggie Graegert, Mary Adams, Gladys Perrin
All of Will Gray’s and Janet Wilson’s children are
deceased.
In the summer of 1997, descendents of Hugh and Janet
Gray met in Arden for a family gathering. Grandchildren
and great grandchildren came from Ontario, Manitoba,
Saskatchewan, British Columbia and the United States to

Great and double great grandchildren at the Hugh and
Janet Gray farmsite during the 1997 Arden reunion
L to R: Toby Hainstock, Jim West, Clifford Gray,
Ray Burkell (b), David Hainstock (fr) and Myrna Gray
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This gathering in Arden led to reunions of the family
every three years since: Ridgetown, ON in 2000, Arborfield,
SK in 2003 and Swan River, MB in 2006. In conjunction
with the latest gathering, three original diaries kept by
Hugh Gray from 1878 to 1917 were donated by the family
to the museum in Gladstone MB.

A play, featuring the life of Hugh and Janet Gray
written by great granddaughter Helen Clarke and great
great granddaughter Tobie Hainstock, was performed in
the evening by family members. Gladys Perrin recited
from memory a poem, “Chump and Queer” that her father,
Archie had shared with his children. Two great grandsons,
Wayne and Roy Desrosiers, attended the gathering dressed
in kilts.
The Grays made arrangements with current owners
to visit properties in the Mekiwin-Keyes areas that had
once belonged to their ancestors. Of interest to the family
were: the Hugh Gray homestead SW 27-14-13 where they
discovered the basement of the “big” house, a hollow
which would have been the cellar of the “wee house” and
a small piece of the foundation for the barn; the Andrew
Burnside property SW 34-14-13 which was once owned
by Archie Gray and where Nellie and Frank Dauncey
lived before moving to Rocanville, SK; the Lobban homestead NW 34-14-13 where Maria Diehl, mother to Archie
Gray’s wife, Ellen, was first housekeeper and then wife to
William; the old house and barn along the highway west
of the Whitemud that was occupied first by the Will and
Anna Gray family and later by the John and Alma Gray
family.
A special treat was a visit to a ford on the Whitemud
River near the Hugh Gray homestead where years ago the
grandchildren swam and waded on hot summer days. The
family also visited the sites of Ayr and Twyford Schools
where Janet and Hugh’s children and grandchildren
attended and where Kathy Gray taught. Many members
of the Gray family are buried in the Mekiwin Cemetery.

Donating the Hugh Gray diaries to the Gladstone
Museum – summer 2006
L to R Back to Front: Marion (McMillan) Wallace,
director of the museum, Cody Walker, Summer worker at
the museum, Fay Perrin, great granddaughter to
Hugh Gray, Florence Kerr, volunteer at the museum,
Gladys Perrin, granddaughter to Hugh Gray, and
Helen Clarke, great granddaughter to Hugh Gray.

GRAY, RONALD and JOAN
Submitted by Joan Gray

Gladys Perrin with her daughters donating the Hugh
Gray diaries to the Gladstone Museum summer 2006
L to R back to Front: Myrna Schellenberg, Fay Perrin,
Gladys Perrin and Helen Clarke

Ronald Gray

Joan Gray

Ronald Johnston was born to Wallace Thomas and
Ethel (McWilliam) on Apr. 5, 1936 at Portage la Prairie.
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on the board of governors for Assiniboine Community
College, Brandon and recently joined the Benevolent
Protective Order of Elks.
Ron and Joan thrived on supporting their son Bryan’s
endeavours. They were his #1 fans as he progressed in
his NACI activities, and especially his advancement in
basketball. They thrived on their travels provincially and
nationally to cheer for the U of M Men’s Bison Basketball
team. Life was exciting and fun!
Retirement’s greatest pleasure is spending time with
their three grandchildren: William Bryan, Taylor Victoria
Diane and Hannah Alexandra Hodgson.
Now they are cheering for the second generation of
choir members, athletes, musicians and actors/actresses.
Grand-parenting keeps us informed of where society “is
at” in the 21st century.
Ron and Joan have just begun spending life in Texas
during winter months. Christmastime visitors are Bryan
and family.

He received his education at Elsmith School and Manitoba
Institute of Technology in Winnipeg.
Joan Edith (Delbridge) was born to William Chilson
and Edith Louise (Squair) Delbridge on May 8, 1936 in
Winnipeg. She received her education at Poplar Point,
Teachers College, Tuxedo, University of Manitoba,
University of North Dakota, and graduated with a Bachelor
of Education from Brandon University.
Joan taught junior high at Portage la Prairie and
in Winnipeg. She taught another nineteen years at the
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. She was a school counselor for Grades 7 to 12. She also developed and taught
her own group guidance programs for Grades 7, 8 and 9.
This was her passion. There were only a few “moments”
that she would recall that were negative. Neepawa students
were simply a joy to be with.
Joan was honoured provincially by Planned
Parenthood Manitoba Inc. in 1989 – “In Recognition of
your Valuable Contribution to the Promotion of Family
Life Education”.
The Gray’s moved to Neepawa in 1965. Ron was
transferred here from Portage la Prairie as town manager
for Inter-City Gas. He was later promoted to the position
of Western Manitoba district manager for Centra-Gas.
After another company buy-out, rather than move,
Ron chose “wisely” to remain in Neepawa, for his few
remaining working years.
Ron has always been an avid outdoorsman. Some of
his personal activities: family fishing, spring and fall farming for family and friends, hunting big game and birds,
snowmobiling, motorcycling and golfing.
As a member of the Benevolent Protective Order of the
Elks of Canada, Ron served two terms as Exalted Ruler.
Other community activities: he served eighteen years
on the Neepawa volunteer fire department, years previous
to his retirement he served as the deputy chief. During the
70s, Ron was the time keeper for the commercial hockey
league.
In retirement, he enjoys visiting his friends and one of
his passions is playing pool at the Drop-in Centre.
Joan was a founding member of the Cornucopia
Toastmistress Club. She served as president and was a
speech contest winner. Community activities that she chose
to volunteer in were: facilitator for the 1970s Neepawa
Community School’s evening courses on family living;
a reader to students in Hazel M. Kellington and NACI
Schools; a speaker for Neepawa charity organizations;
SAG conferences and at Brandon University evening
courses.
She facilitated child abuse prevention program, “Patch
the Pony” at HMK School. This endeavour was awarded
first prize by the Variety Club of Manitoba.
She is a member of the Grief Support Group; the
Beautiful Plains Horticultural Club; served for five years

Ron and Joan
In spring, they are glad to return to worship with their
church family at St. James’ Anglican Church.
They camp at Clear Lake, tend to backyard gardening, enjoy their family and friends and their life together
in their very favourite place – Neepawa!

GRIFFITH, GEORGE and DAISY
Submitted by Florence Horan
I, Florence Horan, the youngest daughter of George
and Daisy Griffith, graduated from Neepawa Collegiate in
1955, came to Winnipeg and worked as stenographer for
several years until my marriage to Aubrey Konzelman. I
was a stay-at-home mom with my daughter Linda and my
son Aubrey, until Linda started kindergarten and I went
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GRIFFITH, BARNEY and DOREEN
(nee KNUCKEY)

back to work again as a secretary. Aubrey and I separated
and divorced in 1979.
Dad passed away in April, 1984, at the age of 95,
after several months in the Grace Hospital, Winnipeg. He
was well aware of company and one of the last visitors,
outside of family, was Eldon Hearn. Dad was on his favorite subject: horses! Thanks to Judith, Dave and Phyllis’
daughter; we and the Salvation Army Captain, were at
his bedside when he passed away. Dad had been in the
Salvation Army and Phyllis was his SA captain. Mom
stayed in her own home, with home care, until September,
1991, when she passed away. She was in the hospital only
one week.
In 1988, I met my husband, Lloyd Horan, a Cape
Bretoner. We married on July 10, 1993. His mom, Caroline
Patterson, who had never been west of Montreal, came
from Cape Breton for our wedding and visited numerous
summers and we made several visits back “Home”. Mom
Patterson passed away in February, 2003.
Lloyd’s son, Dan and his wife Lenore and daughter
Samantha, live in Winnipeg. Dan is a long distance truck
driver. He has two other children Danielle and Dan, ages
11 and 12 and they are living with their mother.
My daughter, Linda, and her husband Darrell Deck
live in Greenfield, Wisconsin. Their two boys are now
grown up. James is working in Saskatoon, SK at a flooring
company. Michael graduated in the United States Army
Medical, left the army and is now working in Texas. Linda
is a financial consultant and accountant, Darrell a computer
programmer. They are both avid Harley Davidson motorcycle riders and when I went to visit in July, 2005, I was a
passenger on Linda’s bike for over 350 miles, 270 the first
trip! Linda was very proud of her mom’s bravery!
My son, Aubrey, is a major appliance technician and
is also doing plaster boarding, painting and general repairs
in homes and apartments. He lives in Winnipeg and is still
single.
Lloyd joined the Masons 12 years ago and we both
enjoy the fellowship. We are both active members of St.
John’s Presbyterian Church and the social activities such
as the Women’s Auxiliary, our crafty crew group every
Wednesday, and numerous church programs manage to
keep me as occupied as I wish.
Lloyd was a long distance truck driver for over 50
years and retired in October, 2005. He experienced severe
health issues in the winter of 2006, he is improving and
really hoping to make another trip to Cape Breton to see
family and friends there. We have our own home on Selkirk
Avenue, two cats and a dog, plus a small “get-away” spot
at the Oasis to get away from hustle and bustle of city life.
God willing, we are looking forward to some wonderful
years to come.

Barney and Doreen Griffith
Joseph Bernard (Barney) Griffith was born on July 9,
1915 in Rock Dell, SK. He was the son of Elmer Frank
Edmond Griffith and Maria Georgeanna Celima D’Aoust.
Barney died Feb. 11, 1973 in Regina, SK at the age of 57
and was buried in Riverside Cemetery, Neepawa.
He married Doreen Marion Knuckey Mar. 28, 1942
in Neepawa. She was born June 25, 1920 in Melville, SK.
Doreen died Aug. 4, 1998 at the age of 78 in Regina, SK
and was buried in Riverside Cemetery, Neepawa.

Pat Griffith Graham
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Barney and Doreen both worked for the Neepawa Salt
Plant in for many years. When the plant moved their operation to Saskatchewan, they moved to Regina to continue
employment there.
They have three children: Patricia (Pat) Lynne, born
July 15, 1947 in Neepawa. She married Garry Stanley
Graham Oct. 30, 1965 in Neepawa.

Bill Griffith

Hazel Griffith

Bill started to farm on his own in Mountain View
district. Here he met Hazel Margaret (Buchanan), and
after batching for one year, they were married in 1922.
Her father was (Red) Bob Buchanan who also came from
Ontario. Her mother was Margret Matilda Tibbit who came
on her own from Iowa.
They were married in 1880 and homesteaded 10-15-16
north of Neepawa. Eight children were born to this union:
John, Isabella, Russell, Elizabeth, Douglas, Stanley, Hazel
and Edward. Bill and Hazel farmed for only one year in
Mountain View district when the crops were destroyed by
hail. They then moved to the Waters farm, in the Union
district. While there, two of Hazel’s nieces and a nephew
lived with them: Peg Birch (nee Livingston), Edna Jasper
(nee Buchanan) and (Sonny) Melvin Buchanan. Over the
next nine years, Bill and Hazel had three children: Margret
Edna, John Douglas and Willard Jean.

L to R: Wayne and Brian
Wayne Martin was born Feb. 10, 1950 in Neepawa.
Wayne went missing Nov. 23, 1998 in Regina, SK. His
body was found May 29, 1999 in a farmer’s field just
outside of Regina. He had been stabbed to death. His death
is recorded as Nov. 26, 1998. Wayne is buried in Riverside
Cemetery, Neepawa.
Brian James was born June 26, 1952 in Neepawa. Brian
married Valerie Watson May 28, 1971. They divorced.
Brian married Lore Mjolsness Aug. 31, 1994 in Calgary,
AB. She was born Apr. 15, 1957. Brian died Sept. 18,
2003. Brian is buried in the same plot as his brother Wayne
in the Riverside Cemetery, Neepawa.

GRIFFITH, WILLIAM and HAZEL
Submitted by Joan Kitson
Our dad, William James (Bill) Griffith, was born in
Neepawa in 1897. His father Richard came from Ireland
to Ontario, where he married Jane Armstrong at Perth
in 1882. While in Ontario, they had five children: Peter,
John, George, Bella and Richard. They came to Neepawa
by train, grandma and the children by passenger train,
while grandpa traveled in the stock car with his live stock
and machinery. They rented a house on Emma Street (the
house is still standing). This is where Bill, was born. One
more son, Wilbert, was born when they lived in Springhill
district. Grandpa bought a farm in the Oberon district and
raised the family here. Bill went to Freeland School.

Bill and Hazel
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Hazel lived on in the big house until 1974. She sold
this house and purchased a smaller house – 352 First
Street. Here, she lived alone for about six years before
making Yellowhead Manor her home for 10 years. With
failing eyesight, Hazel could no longer live alone. She
then, became a resident of East View Lodge, where after
a short two months, she passed away November, 1990.

The next move was to the McMurchy place for two
years, followed by one year on Lewis Thomson farm on
highway No. 16. This is where Bernice Althea was born,
followed by a short stay outside Arden on a Blackie farm.
Due to more droughts in the thirties, Bill cut his entire crop
and all the grass he could get to winter his stock. They did
have a good crop of potatoes, but not to be eaten by the
family, the patch was raided by the neighbour’s cows.
The next spring, Bill and Hazel bundled up the brood
and moved to Neepawa to live on the Buchanan homestead. Grandma moved into her house on Fifth Street. Peg,
Edna and Sonny were out on their own by this time. It
was here Joyce Isabelle was born. The four older children
attended Mountain View School. Bill was always fond
of horses and took a lot of pride in them. He liked them
to have lots of spirit and many times had to chase them
when a team decided to leave without him. In 1938, Bill
and Hazel moved to Keyes district and bought the Gentry
farm. It was here that Joan Elizabeth was born.
Hazel was an excellent dress maker, she could cut a
pattern out of newspaper for dresses, coats or anything
else we would need to wear. As her granddaughter said
“Grandma was a crafter before crafting was cool”. Hazel
was happiest working in her garden or flower beds as she
had a very green thumb.
All children attended Twyford School with the exception of Marg, who had completed her education. The four
younger children finished high school in Arden. There
were good times growing up with good neighbours, and
they were blessed with wonderful parents.
After all the family had gone out on their own, Bill
and Hazel remained on the farm. Marg passed away in
1967 after a lengthy illness. Bill had his first heart attack
in 1968. That was when he and Hazel bought the Seaborn
house, 290 First Street in Neepawa. May, 1969, Hazel, Bill
and Joan, and Joan’s husband Doug, were back at the farm
gathering plants when Bill had his fatal heart attack.

Jean, Joyce, Douglas, Joan and Berniece
Bill and Hazel have six children:
Margret married Stuart Milne of Mekiwin and they
have one daughter Karen (Keith Lambert of Westbourne)
with four children: Charles, Holly-Lee, Stuart and Zane.
Marg passed away in 1967. Stuart now makes his home
in Gladstone.
Douglas (Jean Watson of Arden) have six children:
Beverly (Rene Patterson); Richard (Pennie Lauk); Robyn
(Kelly Hunter) have children Kaitlyn, Eric and Chase all
of Stonewall; Timothy (Charlene Mitchel) have four children: Hayley, Brittany, Ty and Trent of Tuelon; Bonnie
(Tom Dziedzic) with three children: Danya, Amanda and
Anthony of Inwood; Daniel (Rosemary Simcoe) with one
son Nicholas. Danny was accidentally killed in 1989.
Jean (Peter Hunter of Sinclairville) have five children:
Garth (Darlene Simon of Neepawa) with one daughter
Christina (Buck Farrett) who has one daughter Sherry
of Neepawa; Brent of Arden; Tannis (Jim Brown) have
two children: Tannis Lynn (Morgan Birnie) with one son
Colter, and Michael, all of Neepawa; Wade (Michelle Eng)
have two daughters: Kayla and Synnova of Arden; Alayne
(Dunk Tibbett) have three sons: Kirk, Drew and Devon of
Neepawa.
Peter was accidentally killed November, 2006. Jean
passed away July, 2007. Refer to Hunter History.
Bernice (Wilmar Smith from Gladstone) have five
children: Valerie (Bill Ward), with three children: Shelly,

Margret
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ation and also real estate. Doss is employed with transport
department of movie production. Brock is a carpenter.
As I reminisce of school years, I think of the flash
cards, time tables and word drill, but how did we know
computers would take over and save us all that work!!
Remember the great Christmas Concerts! Don’t forget
preparing for field day, the rides to and from in the big
farm truck - no buses then. But remember the ribbons you
won and were so proud!
I trust that my students, over the years, will hopefully
feel I was of some help to prepare them for their journey
in life as adults.
I so enjoyed my many years with you all. Now I have
two dear little great grandchildren, Cooper Doss Griffiths
and Kaitlyn Dawn Campbell.
I try to keep busy reading, knitting, volunteering at the
school, hospital auxiliary, retired teachers group, visiting
my family and friends and get about with my car.
I feel I have been richly blessed with health, family,
and friends.
Life has been good. God Bless You All!

Kyle and Scott, all of The Pas; Reganold of Neepawa;
Vicki (Paul Neiland, Mission, BC); Ross (Barb Lehner)
have two children: Kristi-Rai deceased at eleven months
and Jory of Winnipeg. Randy deceased 2005 in Vancouver,
BC. Wil passed away July, 1995 and Bernice in May, 2005
in Abbotsford, BC.
Joyce (Lionel Welbourne from Newdale) have three
children: Shannon (Tim Moore) with one son Jeffery; Lyle;
and Jamie (Lee McFarland) have one daughter Rowan, all
of Brandon. Lionel passed away January, 1998.
Joan (Douglas Kitson) of Franklin) have four children:
Heather (Peter Behrens from Neepawa) have three daughters: Janelle, Angela and Jody all of Brandon; Brian (Kelli
Strand of Drydon) have two sons: Jace and Trey (Brian
resides in Brandon); Kevin (Amber Martineau married in
2007). Kevin has four children from a previous marriage:
Justin, Joni, Joshua and Jenna. Amber has three children
Shawn, Quinn and Emma of Neepawa. Trevor (Noleen
Scott) have three children: Tanner, Shaylee-Rae and
Quintin. This family lives in Rapid City.
Doug passed away July, 2000. Refer to Kitson
History.

GROVER, DAVID and BRENDA
GRIFFITHS, DENNIS and DORIS

Submitted by Dave and Brenda

Submitted by Doris Griffiths
David was born Jan. 26, 1948 in Neepawa to Alfred
and Hildegarde Grover. Dave received his education at
Birnie and Eden. After leaving school, he worked in
Red Lake, ON, Lynn Lake, MB, Morris Industries in
Minnedosa, Penno’s in Eden and is presently employed
at Cook Farms.
Brenda was born in Moose Jaw, SK on Apr. 24, 1952,
to Earl Gray and Joyce Chute. Brenda received her education is Saskatchewan until she moved to Brookdale in
Grade 8. She graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute in 1971. Dave and Brenda were married Aug. 21,
1971. On May 13, 1972, twins Triena and Vicki were born.
Tammy was born Aug. 27, 1975. Leanne and Michael,
twins, were born Sept. 18, 1977. Patrick was born Dec.
18, 1991.
Triena married Chris Church on Oct. 5, 1996. They
have two children: Madison, born on June 17, 1998 and
Logan born on May 20, 2001. Triena has a licensed day
care in her home and Chris works at Wolseley. They live
in Brandon.
Vicki married George Woloski on Aug. 20, 1994. They
have three sons: Christopher born Jan. 1, 1993, Dylan born
July 31, 1995 and Alex born Feb. 24, 1999. They live north
of Eden on Mountain Road.
Tammy married Dwayne Campbell on Oct. 7, 2006.
They have a daughter, Kaitlyn born on Aug. 8, 2004.
Dwayne owns and operates Campbell’s Funeral Home in
Hamiota.

I, Doris, am the eldest daughter of George and Daisy
Griffith (story on page 506 of the Heritage-Neepawa Land
of Plenty 1883-1983).
I became a school teacher and in 1952, I married
Dennis Griffiths, a widower with two children, Sheila and
Ronald. (See East of the Mountains – Eden, Birnie book,
page 127).
We lived at Eden and I taught at J. M. Young School.
Dennis was a garage mechanic, later a cream truck driver
and then custodian at J.M. Young School, Eden.
In 1980, we both retired. I, after 37 years of teaching,
29 in Eden.
In 1988, Dennis passed away.
In 1994, I moved to Hamilton Place, Neepawa, where
I have been privileged to meet new friends but can still
keep in touch with my Eden friends as well.
Sheila’s husband Mac Campbell has retired from
Campbell’s Funeral Home. Dwayne, their son, has taken
it over. He and Tammy Grover are planning a wedding
Oct. 7. Sheila is still busy with Campbell’s Flower Shop.
Darcy, their son, is employed with Norbert’s Manufacturing
Company at Glenboro.
Ron and Jo-Anne reside in Calgary, AB. Ron is with
Napa Auto, and he received his twenty-five year pin in
2005. Their children, Kendra, Doss, and Brock reside in
Calgary, as well. Kendra is employed at parks and recre-
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Leanne lives with David Woloski and they both work
in Winnipeg.
Michael lives and works in Brandon.
Patrick is living at home and attending school in
Neepawa.

GUINN, WILLIAM and FLORENCE
Submitted by Ken Guinn

The Guinn Family Home
William, along with his brother Ed Guinn, started
Guinn Bros. Marble and Granite Works on Mountain
Avenue in 1905. Around 1925, William and Ed dissolved
their partnership, with Ed moving to Portage la Prairie to
start his own business. William carried on the Neepawa
business, then to be called Neepawa Marble and Granite
Works.
Five more children were born to William and Florence,
now a family of seven, four sons and three daughters.
In his business William spent a lot of time on the road
in his early years. Horse and buggy were the means of
travel until the age of the car. This was a plus of course.
It was always told to us that William bought thirty Ford
cars and two Chevy’s from Mr. C. Pedlar in his lifetime.
William was a member of the Neepawa Masonic Lodge
and a Shriner. It should be noted here, that William’s son
Jim and grandson Ken were also members of the same
Masonic Lodge. William also belonged to the Order of the
Eastern Star. Florence was also a member of the Eastern
Star, sang in the church choir, loved her bridge club and
belonged to the local snowshoe club. They were both
ardent hockey fans and watched as their sons Ron, Jim
and Bill played hockey with the Neepawa teams for many
years. Marjorie and Patricia also played hockey on the
girl’s team. They all enjoyed the family cottage at Sandy
Lake, and spent most of the holidays there each summer.
They could go by train and often did as the road wasn’t
that good, especially if it had rained. Christmas was always
a favorite time in the Guinn family and they celebrated it
in good old Christmas fashion. Each Christmas Eve, the
clack of reindeer hooves and Santa’s bells could be heard
on the house top. The most famous reindeer before the
birth of “Rudolph” was none other than “Barbed Wire
Bill”. A favorite pastime was to gather around the piano
for a sing song.

Back: Rux, Marion, Mr. Guinn, unknown, Pat, Edna,
Mary
Front: Jim and Bill
William Henry was born in Walkerton, ON in 1877.
He was the youngest of a family of three girls and four
boys, born to James and Elizabeth Guinn – a farmer. He
grew up in Ontario and worked in the stone cutting trade
there. He married Elizabeth Florence Guinn in 1902.
Florence was born in Walkerton, ON in 1879. She was
the oldest of five girls and four boys, born to John and
Agnes Skilling – a piano tuner by trade. She grew up to be
a music teacher. She had pupils in the little towns around
and used her bicycle for transportation. After her marriage
to William, they moved to Manitoulin Island, ON. There
William worked in his trade as a stone cutter.
It was in July of 1905, that they with their two young
children, Marion and Ruxton, came west and decided to
settle in Neepawa. Their first house was at the north end
of Second Avenue. It was in the spring of 1916, that they
moved into the big brick house on the corner of Brown
Avenue and Main Street – formerly owned by Mr. J.
Davidson. This was a gracious home with twenty rooms
situated on one town block. As a note of interest, Ken and
Lorraine Guinn still own seven of those original lots. The
property was landscaped with terraced lawns and well
treed with oak, elm, ash and maple as well as fruit trees.
This made an ideal site for the “Garden parties” that were
popular in those days.
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Marjorie, the second eldest daughter also took her
schooling in Neepawa and then went on to art school and
became a commercial artist. Along with her husband Harry
Nixon, a civil engineer they lived in Ontario. They are
both now deceased. They have two children: Patricia and
Charles. Patricia is also a commercial artist and illustrator.
She married Allan Cupples and have two children, Rob
and Jane. Allan and Rob are now deceased.
Patricia, the youngest daughter, graduated from
high school and then took a business course at Success
Business College in Winnipeg. She came home to work in
her father’s office. She married Harry Flanigan and they
made their home in Winnipeg where Harry was a partner
in the St. Boniface Stock Yards. They retired to British
Columbia where they have since passed away. They have
two sons: George and Jim. George was a land developer.
He and his wife Carol have four sons: Gordon, Jim, Murray
and Michael (twins) and reside in Delta, BC. Their son
Jim was employed with Dow Chemical, and along with
wife Heather, are retired in Burlington ON. They have two
children: Jeffery and Patti.
Ron, second eldest son, chose to work in the family
business. He married Leta Valens of Brandon, then a
school teacher at Stoney Creek School. Ron retired from
the business in 1978. He passed away in 1984 with Leta
following in 1993. They have two children: Bill and Sara.
Bill is retired and resides in Denver, Colorado. He, along
with wife Gwen, have four sons: Dean, Stacy, Marty and
Glen. Sara trained as a teacher and lived in Ontario for
some time with husband Ken Dopson. They have two children: David and Heather. Sara now resides in Cambridge
Bay, YT with partner Doug.
Jim, the third son, took a radio course in Toronto
and operated his radio shop in Neepawa for awhile. He
spent nearly four years in the air force during the war and
came home to be part of the family business. He married
Bernice Frazer of Clanwilliam, then a staff member at
Martin’s Store in Neepawa. Jim retired from the business
in 1983, and passed away in 1991, Bernice passed away
in 2000. They have two children: Ken and Marilee. Ken,
always interested in cars took mechanics at Assiniboine
Community College in Brandon and worked in the automotive trade for a number of years; he is now employed in
the trucking business. He married Lorraine Fedak and they
have four children: Cal, James, Michelle and Barry. Cal
trained as a parts man and along with wife Shaunna and
sons Brian, Micheal (twins) and Taylor live in Wellwood,
MB. James with partner Sheena reside in Brandon with
their children Eric and Abby. He is employed in the trucking industry. Michelle lives in Antler, SK with husband
Scott Duncan and boys Joshua and Nathan. Scott is a
driller on the oil rigs there. Barry works as a plumber and
resides in Edmonton with partner Crystal. Marilee, after
school, took a drafting course in Brandon. She now resides

Guinn Family Gathering at Sandy Lake
William died very suddenly in 1933, at the age of
56. Florence with the help of her sons and other employees carried on the family business. During the war, with
the airport in Neepawa there was a great need for living
accommodation, so living alone by then, Florence opened
her large home to roomers. This gave her new interest
as well as company and many good friendships. A great
thrill was her first television set. It was also enjoyed by
her family and friends who were always welcome to watch
with her. Florence died in 1959 at the age of 80.
As their children grew up and finished school, they
chose different vocations and later established their own
homes and families.
Marion, the eldest daughter, trained as a nurse.
She married Bob Sanderson. They made their home in
Minnedosa where they owned and published the Minnedosa
Tribune. Bob and Marion are both deceased. They have
two children, Bill and Carol. Bill married Kathy Shorrock
and resided in Swan River where he owned and operated
the local newspaper. Bill recently passed away. They have
two daughters: Shelley and Marney. Their daughter, Carol,
became an interior decorator, and along with her husband
Doug McCausland, a veterinarian, resides in Parksville,
BC. They have four children: Nan, Andrew, Patrick and
Marion.
Ruxton, the eldest son, worked with his father in the
business, also with Ed Guinn at Portage la Prairie, later
owning his own business in Quebec. He had two marriages,
a family of three by his first marriage: Marjorie, Glen and
Margaret. Marjorie died at a very young age, Glen passed
away a few years ago. There were four children by his
second marriage: Bill, Ron, Myrna and Marjorie. They all
reside in eastern Canada. Bill and Ron worked with their
father in the monument business there until they retired
and sold out. Ruxton and Grace are both deceased.
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Evelyn, born Sept. 29, 1935, married Ronald
McEachern of Portage la Prairie. Evelyn died Aug. 8,
2007.
Villiers “Vicky”, born Sept. 21, 1938, married Ross
Carpenter Mar. 2, 1957 in Birnie.
Gwendolyn “Gwen”, born Apr. 6, 1941, married Denis
Percival Hudson of Kenora, ON, Apr. 2, 1961. Gwen died
in 1997 in Victoria, BC.
Betty, born Sept. 18, 1943, married Norbert Milgaard
June, 1963.
Linda, “Lyn”, born Apr. 2, 1945, married James
Kearsey, Feb. 20, 1965.
Edith “Edie”, born Jan. 11, 1949, in Neepawa, married
Robert Roddick Oct. 28, 1972.
Following a fire that burned the Gunson farm home
in the RM of Lansdowne in the spring of 1946, the family
moved into Birnie. The Gunsons moved to Kenora, ON,
in the mid 50s.

in Edmonton, where along with husband Don Clark work
at the international airport as air traffic controllers.
Bill, youngest son, after finishing school took a business course. He spent four years in the air force during the
war and also came home to work in the family business. He
married Barbara Marshall, a stenographer from Saskatoon.
They have three children: Joyce, Bob and Holly. Joyce, a
stenographer, is married to Harry Robinson and resides in
Franklin. They have two children: Bob and Jana. Bob and
wife Patti have two children: Janine and Kristin. While
employed with Manitoba Telephone System in Portage la
Prairie, Bob passed away at the young age of 49. Holly
chose teaching as her vocation and is presently teaching
school in the Neepawa area. She married Mike Dexter and
they have one son Kevin. Barbara passed away in 1972,
and Bill remarried. With Arlene and family at his side Bill
passed away in 2005.
There are nineteen grandchildren and thirty-three great
grandchildren in the W. H. Guinn family. Always a happy
bunch with a bit of the Irish blarney prevailing.

GUNSON, WILLIAM and GRACE
Submitted by Ron Stevens

GUNSON, TOM and PEG
Submitted by Ron Stevens

William and Grace Gunson and his brother David
emigrated to Manitoba in the early 1890s and purchased
NE ¼ 19-17-14W in the RM of Lansdowne.
The homestead files in Manitoba Archives reveal that
William applied for homestead entry to NW ¼ 28-17-15W
in the RM of Rosedale, just above the eastern escarpment
of Riding Mountain. In his letter of application Jan. 10,
1900, he stated:
“All valuable timber has been taken off [the quarter
section] as a sawmill was on it for two or three years and
the settlers has been getting wood for years off the quarter
section there being nothing left but poles for firewood
which I would not object to others taking off. I hope you
will give permission as I have no other land necessary to
make a home”.
He signed the letter as a “Good Old Liberal”, indicating that political patronage was rife at the time. His request
for entry was denied because the section was included in
the Riding Mountain Timber Reserve created in 1895.
William and Grace have the following children:
Waltrena, Zaluma “Zelda”, Eliza, Thomas “Tom”, Orville,
and Sarah.
Waltrena, born in 1891, married Tom McConnell of
Orange Ridge in l917. They have four children: Grace
(1920), who died at nine months; William (1922); James
Murray (1923) and Mary Bell (1925), who died in 1931.
Both Grace and Mary Bell were buried in Birnie cemetery. Waltrena died in 1939 and was also buried in Birnie
cemetery.
Zaluma “Zelda”, born Mar. 27, 1895, married Walter
Large of Riding Mountain on Aug. 18, 1918. They have

Thomas “Tom” Emerson Gunson was born Jan. 7,
1902 to William and Grace Gunson on his parents’ farm
in the Orange Ridge district of the RM of Lansdowne.
On the death of his parents, Tom, along with his uncle
David Gunson and sister, Sarah, took over the farm, which
was the NE ¼ 19-17-14W.
On Sept. 17, 1934 in Brandon, Tom married Margaret
“Peg” Chambers, the second daughter of Fred and Edith
Chambers. At that time, the Chambers were living with
their older daughter, Mabel Stevens, and her family on
the Large family farm, which was the northwest quarter
of the same section.
Peg was born Nov. 13, 1908 in Birnie. The earliest
memorable event in Peg’s life was a near tragedy that
occurred when she was four years old. While visiting the
farmhouse of her grandmother Blanche Large, in the RM
of Lansdowne, Peggy, momentarily unattended, lifted
the small trapdoor in the floor and fell into a water-filled
cistern in the cellar. On hearing the splash, Blanche, then
77, rushed into the room and immediately jumped into
the cistern to rescue the child from drowning. Edith, and
her eight-year-old daughter Mabel, heard Blanche’s cries
from nearby. Edith was able to take Peggy from the arms
of Blanche and lift both of them unscathed out onto the
floor of the house.
Tom and Peg have six daughters: Evelyn, Vicky, Gwen,
Betty, Lyn and Edie.
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our home town; where we are “from”. Neepawa was not
a warm and accepting town to move to or easy to grow
up in, but the years have improved it. Our mother is still
in town and she has a fine network of friends.

five sons: Edward “Ed” (1914), Robert “Bob” (1921),
Richard “Dick” (1922), Gordon (1928), and Burton “Bert”
(1931).
Eliza – no information.
Thomas “Tom”, born Jan. 7, 1902, in Orange Ridge,
married Margaret (Peg) Chambers Sept. 17, 1934 in
Brandon. They have six daughters: Evelyn (1935), Villiers
“Vicky” (1938), Gwendolyn “Gwen” (1941), Betty (1943),
Linda (1945), and Edith “Edie” (1949). Tom died Sept. 1,
1969 in Edson, AB. Gwen died in Victoria in 1997. Evelyn
died in Portage la Prairie Aug. 8, 2007.
Orville – no information.
Sarah, born in 1900, married Bill Browett and died in
1979. Sarah and Bill had one son Delmar, born in 1928.
Delmar died about 1995. Members of the family were
buried in Birnie cemetery.
William and Grace were buried in Arden, MB.

HACKEWICH, DANNY and NORMA L.
Norma (nee Nicholson) is the second daughter of
William O. and Donald (Donna) L. Nicholson. She grew up
on her parents farm, NW 3-15-16 in the RM of Rosedale.
Norma married Danny R. Hackewich July 30, 1977.
Dan and Norma have two children: Bradley and Dallis.
Their son Bradley Dan was born Aug. 28, 1979. Their
daughter, Dallis Leigh was born Dec. 8, 1981.
Dan grew up in the Lakeland, MB area. Dan was a
boiler maker, and as a result, they lived in several locations in Manitoba and Saskatchewan before building their
residence on SW 9-15-16 in the RM of Rosedale. Their
residence is located on a quarter section that had belonged
to Norma’s mother and father. Bill had purchased the quarter section of land when he returned from overseas at the
end of World War II. Dan, Norma, Brad and Dallis started
building their house in October of 1989 and moved into
it in April of 1990.

GUTTMAN, HUGH and LIZ
Submitted by Lori Lynn Guttman
Hugh Guttman was born in 1927 and deceased in
2005. He married Liz (nee Toth) who was born in Plumas
in 1938. They moved to Neepawa from McCreary in 1971.
Hugh was a conservation officer from 1971 to his retirement in 1984. Liz worked at the Bamboo Gardens restaurant and at the Neepawa Hospital. Since 2004, she has
worked at Harris’ Drug Store.
Their family consists of: Dale, Lori, Andrea and
Glenn.
Dale Edward (1959) married Laura Meades. Dale
attended Assiniboine Community College in business
administration and is a security broker. Their children are:
Erin David Meades (1989), Savannah Victoria (1995), and
Maximilion Frank Hugo Guttman (1999).
Lori Lynn (1961) attended University of Manitoba
where she received her Bachelor of Home Economics
and then completed her certificate of commerce at the
University of Saskatchewan. Lori is a registered dietitian
and senior health care administrator. She has a family of
Eden Esther Elizabeth (1992) and Jamie Julia (1995).
Dawn “Andrea” Muller (nee Guttman) (1964) attended
University of Saskatoon and completed her dental technician degree. Her children are: Erich (1988) and Alanna
(1991). Erich is currently enrolled in nuclear science at
Michigan Institute of Technology.
Glenn Wayne (1968) attended U of M and completed
his pharmacist degree. He has one child Maggie Guttman
in 2001.
We were moved often as children due to dad’s profession as a conservation officer, but he declared his final
move to be Neepawa and he kept that promise. Although
all of us have moved away, we still consider Neepawa as

HAINSTOCK, CLAYTON and LINDA
Submitted by Linda Hainstock

L to R: Donna, Britt, Lindsay, Geoff White, Linda and
Clay
Clayton and Linda (nee Ishenberg) moved to Neepawa
in February, 2000, having both retired from RBC Dominion
Securities in Winnipeg. They bought their home on 363
McGill from Melanie and Anthony Wiens (previously
owned by Don and Susan Schmall) and did significant
modifications to the house.
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Shoppe was sold to Reg and Sally Kehler and we were off
to Winnipeg on a very cold day in February, 1989.
Linda obtained her real estate license in the fall of
1989 and worked very successfully in the industry for
Delbro Real Estate until 1996. She then took the necessary training and exams and joined Clay, as his licensed
assistant, while he was a stockbroker with RBC Dominion
Securities. They remained at RBC until their retirement
in February, 2000, when they moved to Neepawa to live
a life style of working six months at their ice cream and
hamburger business and have six months off in the fall and
winter to travel and golf.
It didn’t take Clay long to get involved in the Neepawa
Golf and Country Club, holding an executive position
from 2002-2006. Golfing has been a favorite pastime for
Clay since his early twenties. He quit baseball as it was
destroying his golf swing. He was instrumental in building
Minnedosa’s Golf Course front nine and was the president
of that club in 1975. I too, am an avid golfer, though not
as accomplished. My adage is “if you can’t beat them,
join them!”
Our social life usually revolves around golf in some
form.
We are currently living at 353 First Avenue in the
former Alguire Home and also known as the Greenhalgh
house. The beautiful brown brick house built in 1924 has
been maintained into its original condition for us to enjoy.
Our career with “The Agassiz Drive-In” ceases December,
2007, as Adam Drayson along with his parents, Kelly and
Ray, will be the new owners to start the 2008 season.
Our new role and perhaps the most important change
in our lives so far, will be to be first time grandparents
in January, 2008, as Britt and Donna become parents. A
second blessed event will be in May of the same year,
when Lindsay and Geoff become first time parents, too.

They had purchased the Agassiz Drive-In from Fred
and Joan Gabler, the previous fall with possession of the
business being Mar. 1, 2000. Ed Perrett’s Construction crew
started renovations on the Agassiz with the new expansion
including a drive thru window, an outdoor covered patio,
and an indoor extension to the front of the building to
protect customers from the elements.
Clay and Linda were not strangers to Neepawa with
Linda growing up in Neepawa and Clay having played
hockey for the Neepawa Natives Hockey team for several
years, one of them being on the senior “A” provincial
champions in 1969. They were married on Nov. 7, 1970
and lived and worked in Minnedosa where Clay had started
a men’s wear store in 1968. They were blessed with two
children: Lindsay on Mar. 17, 1975 and Britt on July 2,
1976.
In 1974, Clay purchased the building that had once
been Strock Hardware and expanded his Minnedosa Men’s
Wear business to Neepawa with Harvey Ebner joining as
a partner in the business. Marr Fashions from Portage la
Prairie provided the ladies wear fashions in a portion of
the main floor of the store. That building, located on the
north east corner of Mountain and Hamilton is best known
as Myra’s Ladies Wear in recent times and is presently
owned by Ineke Mack with her business being called It’s
Time Promotions.
Clay and Linda sold the Neepawa Men’s wear business
to Harvey in 1977 and their Minnedosa Men’s Wear and
Ladies Wear in 1979. Although Grampa Harold was disappointed that his grandchildren would be moving away,
Clay and Linda bought an existing men’s wear business in
Swift Current, SK. In 1981, Linda, along with her friend,
Connie Rittinger started a ladies wear store called C.L.
Fashion Shoppe close to Clay’s men’s wear store.
In 1984, Clay sold his business to our very own, Shawn
Woods, and entered the world of finance. He took all the
required courses and exams and became a stockbroker with
Richardson Greenshields. He worked long and hard that
first year, and won a trip to New York, Chicago, Toronto
and Montreal stock exchanges because he was bestowed
the honor of the “rookie of the year”. One of the most
memorable highlights of the trip was when we rode the
two elevators all the way to the top of the New York World
Trade Centre, which of course, is no longer in existence
since Sept. 11, 2001.
Clay accepted a management position with the
Richardson’s office in Brandon, and the family moved back
to Manitoba in 1986. Because of our background in the
clothing industry, Linda had an opportunity to purchase the
well-known JoAnn Shoppe out of bankruptcy. After three
enjoyable years in Brandon, another opportunity beckoned
as the investment firm, Nesbitt Thompson offered Clay the
opportunity to manage their Winnipeg office. The JoAnn

HALL, CHARLES N. and MABEL ELLEN
Originally submitted by Connie Hall
Heritage – Neepawa Land of Plenty page 511
UPDATE ON CHARLES N. HALL FAMILY
Submitted by Sharon and Daphne Hall (with help from
the family)
Charles Napoleon Hall was born in 1879 in Lancashire,
England. He was an only child, raised by his grandmother,
after his father died when Charles was fourteen years old.
His father, a trapeze artist, fell to his death while performing for the Queen. His mother died of consumption, a short
time later. Charles came to Canada in the early 1900s to
homestead in Tisdale, SK. Due to the hardships of delivering mail and homesteading, he returned to England. He
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instructor and band leader, playing the Last Post at the
Decoration Day service. He was also a member of the
Royal Canadian Legion. Charles and Mabel were members
of St. James Anglican Church with Mrs. Hall being a longtime member of the Ladies Auxiliary. Charles died May
18, 1947 at 68 years and Mabel died May 14, 1945 at 62
years. Both are buried in the Neepawa Cemetery.

married Mabel Ellen Salter of Brentwood Essex. Charles
and Mabel returned to Canada settling in Winnipeg.

Charles and Mabel Hall
They raised six children: Charles Percy, born May 6,
1911 and died Oct. 6, 1997; Constance Mabel (Connie)
born Dec. 9, 1912; Stan Walter born Mar. 22, 1914 and
died at age 85; Jack Nelson (Nappy) born May 7, 1918
and died Aug. 22, 1996 in his 79th year; Hazel Ellen born
1920 and died Dec. 24, 1996; and Marjorie Gwendolyn
born 1925 and died in 1977.
i. First son, Charles married Audrey Frances Fleet
Dec. 23, 1941 in Neepawa. Audrey was born Jan. 8, 1918
in Moose Jaw, SK. Audrey passed away Dec. 4, 2007 in
Neepawa. She would have been 90 years old on Jan. 8,
2008. They have three sons: Charles Grant born Nov. 11,
1945, Glen Michael born June 3, 1948 and Lloyd Stanley
born Feb. 17, 1952.
Grant married Cecile Smith Aug. 17, 1967 in
Winnipeg. Cecile was born Aug. 8, 1944. They now live
in Dufrense, MB and have four children, who were all
born in Winnipeg: Charles Kenneth born Aug. 25, 1967;
Kristine Lee born June 6, 1970; Rodney Grant born June
8, 1971 and Melissa Dawn born Dec. 7, 1977. Ken married
Anne Marie (Min) Tetreault Jan. 15, 2000 in Ste. Anne,
MB. They live in Ste. Genevieve, MB. They have twins
born Apr. 16, 2000, Charles Connor and Evan Norman.
Kristine married Pierre Doerksen Sept 9, 1995 in Ile des
Chenes. They live in Winnipeg and have three children:
Devin Brice born Aug. 4, 1996, Ryan Mathew born Aug.
26, 1998 and Kaylee Reese born Feb. 17, 2001. Rodney
married Shelley Davis June 6, 1998 in Winnipeg. They live
in Lorette, MB, and have three children: Brendan Garett
born July 10, 2001, Cameron Austin born Aug. 25, 2003

Charles and Mabel Hall
In 1910, the family moved to Neepawa, where they
owned and operated a small restaurant. Mabel did all the
cooking in their restaurant and was an avid gardener. Her
hobbies were needlework, crocheting and knitting. Charles
was a veteran of World War I. He was badly wounded and
spent many months in hospital in England.

Charles Hall
He was a carpenter by trade, working on many of
the buildings in the Neepawa area. He was a gymnastic
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iii. Stan Walter Hall married Bernice who had a daughter Marlene. Stan served in the armed forces (Army) and
had a mink ranch at Cloverdale, BC. Stan passed away at
the age of 85. Marlene has two children.
iv. Jack (Nappy) Nelson Hall married Wilhelmina
(Billy) Wither. Jack was a retired Squadron leader from
Royal Canadian Air Force and in 1945, purchased a picture
framing company. They lived in Picton, ON. Jack died Aug.
22, 1996 at Prince Edward Country Memorial Hospital in
his 79th year. They have two children: Sandra and Ian.
Sandra married Peter Miller of Bowmanville. They have
two daughters: Alexandra and Ailsa. Ian married Sonia
of Ottawa.
v. Hazel Ellen Hall born 1920 married George Smith.
Hazel was a homemaker/nurse and George worked for
the Canadian National Railroad. They lived in Winnipeg.
Hazel died Dec. 24, 1996 and George died July 24, 1994.
They have three sons: Robert George born Sept. 27, 1942,
William born Aug. 17, 1944 and Gordon born Aug. 1,
1955. Robert (Bob) married Dorothy Mae Coolen Aug.
27, 1966 in Shad Bay, NS. Dorothy was born Apr. 2, 1945.
They currently reside in Cranbrook, BC. They have three
children: Cindy May born Oct. 1, 1967, Michael Robert
born Apr. 11, 1971 and Timothy James born July 24, 1973.
Cindy married Curtis Dzamon Oct. 1, 1994. They have one
son: Braeden born Oct. 30, 1995. Mike and his companion
Kim Spivey have one son: Kaleb born Feb. 3, 2007. Tim
married Bev Howarth Dec. 31, 2003. They have two sons:
Tyler born Sept 26, 2002 and Ethan born Feb. 2, 2007.
William (Bill) married Marge Sutherland May 17, 1996.
Marge was born Jan. 25, 1945. They currently reside in
Winnipeg. Their children are: Glen William Smith born
1967, Daniel Aaron Smith born July 14, 1968, Shelley
Elizabeth Smith born 1971, Sean Gillen born Nov. 2, 1968,
twins born July 2, 1971 (Patricia and Susan Gillen). Glen
married Glynis and their children are: Jessie Smith born in
1989, Stephanie born in 1990, Cody born in 1991, twins
born in 2003 (Amy and Emily). Danny and his partner
Patricia (Gillen) have three children: Alex Gillen born
Sept. 29, 1990, Brendan Smith born Nov. 5, 1995 and
Jake Smith born Feb. 20, 2002. Sean and Wendy Gillen
have one son: Colin born Mar. 11, 1999. Susan and Aaron
Richardson have two children: Jack born Oct. 15, 1999
and Morgan Taylor born Sept. 14, 2001. Gordon married
Dianne Millward Sept. 7, 1985. They currently live in
Winnipeg and Gordon works for the Winnipeg City Police.
Their children are: Angel Smith born July 23, 1977 and
Shane St. Pierre born Mar. 6, 1972.
vi. Marjorie married Arthur Ruymar of Minnedosa.
Gwen died in 1977. Art has remarried and moved to the
west coast. They have two children: Ronald and Gail. Ron
was married and has one son and one daughter. Gail was
married and has two daughters.

and Erin Jade born Dec. 24, 2006. Melissa married Jeff
Schraud Jan 22, 2002 in Jamaica. They live in Winnipeg.
They have one son: Kaleb Rudolph born Jan. 3, 2006.
Glen married Sharon Frances Kerr Sept. 29, 1973
in Gladstone, MB. Sharon was born Aug. 1, 1953 in
Gladstone. Glen and Sharon are divorced. Glen lives in
British Columbia and Sharon lives in Neepawa. They have
four children all born in Neepawa: John Michael born
Aug. 4, 1974, Stephen Charles James born Feb. 16, 1976,
Patricia Mary born Nov. 9, 1977 and Catherine Louise
born June 29, 1983. Stephen has two daughters both living
in British Columbia with their mother Danita Lucier: Liara
Cheyenne Lucier Hall born Apr. 7, 2003 in Kamloops,
BC and Sarah Audrey Lucier Hall born Jan. 8, 2005 in
Nanaimo, BC. Catherine married Joseph Samuel Andrew
Williamson Mar. 26, 2005, with son Joey being born Jan.
19, 1985 in Sault Ste. Marie, ON. They currently reside in
Nanaimo, BC. They have one son: Dominic Sidney born
Aug. 24, 2005 in Neepawa, MB, and a second son Gabriel
Alexander born Dec. 15, 2007 in Nanaimo, BC.
Lloyd married Daphne Louise Kerr (Sharon’s sister)
Sept. 20, 1975 in Gladstone, MB. Daphne was born Jan. 18,
1955. They currently reside in Plumas, MB. They have three
children: David Lloyd born Feb. 13, 1976 in Gladstone,
Andrew Sidney born Jan. 18, 1988 in Brandon and Leigh
Margaret born May 23, 1990 in Neepawa. David married
Tara Marie Hillman Aug. 9, 2003 in Portage la Prairie.
Tara was born Dec. 31, 1981. David is currently working in
The Pas. Their two children are: Donnovan Raymond John
Hillman born Nov. 20, 1999 and Autumn Marie Louise
Hall born May 9, 2002 in Portage la Prairie.
ii. Constance (Connie) Mabel Hall married Cecil
Holland. Connie currently lives in Winnipeg. They have
two children: James Ronald born July 2, 1944 and Ellen
Elaine born June 3, 1946. James married Charlotte Redekop
in 1971. They live in Winnipeg. They have five children:
James Christopher born 1973, Andrew born 1975 (died -11
weeks old), Charles Cecil David born 1976, Ann Katherine
Constance born 1979 and Charlotte Amy born 1985. James
Christopher married Adriana Ildzova in 2003. She was born
in 1972. James is an environmental planner and Adriana
is a bank teller. Charles is an English Teacher/student in
Japan and is getting married in 2007. Ann married Stephen
Green in 2001. Stephen was born in 1973. He is a radio
producer and Ann is a music major/homemaker. They have
one son: Noah Jonathan Andrew born in 2005. Amy is a
student. Elaine married Bruce Jackson Aug. 3, 1968. Bruce
was born Sept. 5, 1945. They live in Winnipeg and travel
to the Philippines to do missionary work. They have two
children born in Winnipeg: Kyle born Feb. 17, 1974 and
Alycia born Aug 16, 1978. Kyle lives in Winnipeg and has
two daughters: Mikyla McDowell born Apr. 1, 1997 and
Aizlynn Norcott born Aug. 30, 2003. Alycia married Travis
HoGlin. They currently live in Bellingham, Washington.
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HALL, GUNNAR and ANNA
Submitted by Brian Elgert

Earle, Bud, Dale and Wayne in front
Susan Glenda, the eldest daughter of Bud and Rita,
was born in Vancouver on Aug. 16, 1954. On Oct. 25,
1975, Susan married Dale Eek. They have three daughters
all born in Oliver, BC: Sara Lorraine born on Mar. 11,
1977; Elizabeth Kathleen (Beth) born Jan. 24, 1979 and
Pamela Susan born on Jan. 10, 1982. Beth and her partner, Shay Galley, have one son, Joshua Patrick Ken born
in the spring of 2002. Susan passed away with cancer on
May 8, 1994.
Lorne Gunnar Jr., the eldest son of Bud and Rita, was
born Aug. 22, 1957 in Vancouver, BC. On Sept. 27, 1980,
he married Leslie Gayle (Sam) Smith. They have four
children: Lindsay Erin born on Dec. 11, 1985; Erik Gunnar
born on Apr. 18, 1987; Thomas James born Dec.17, 1989
and Shannon Leslie, making the boy/girl count of Gunnar
and Sam even, was born on Aug. 4, 1993.
Anna Catherine, the youngest child of Bud and Rita,
was born May 12, 1966 in Richmond, BC. On May 21,
1994, Anna married Ross Lautrad in Rock Creek, BC. They
live in the Rock Creek area with their three sons: Paulsen
Tavish born Feb. 25, 1995; Brogan Hamish born Jan. 31,
1997 and Tyson MacEwan born December, 2002.
Dale Stewart, the third son of Gunnar and Anna,
was born July 7, 1932. Growing up in Birnie, Dale was
constantly up to mischief. He always loved a good joke
and would fondly recall the time he put an egg in Earle’s
gumboots. Dale worked at a variety of jobs including
driving a mule team to deliver freight, apprenticing as a
plumber and working in a carnival. He eventually went
west and worked in logging camps for a number of years.
In 1962, in Alert Bay, BC, Dale married Eileen Mary Stone.
Eileen came from Brighton, England and was working as a
nurse’s aide in Alert Bay Hospital. They adopted two boys:
Jerry Alfred, born in 1963 and Calvin Stewart, born Sept.
13, 1964. Dale and Eileen eventually settled in Chilliwack,

Anna and Gunnar – May, 1927
Gunnar was employed as a grain buyer for Manitoba
Pool Elevators and was assigned to Leighton Siding
(Deloraine) and then, to Birnie in 1931. Gunnar was well
known for his wonderful singing voice. The family was
residing in Birnie at the time of Gunnar’s death, from a
brain tumor on Jan. 19, 1945. Anna returned to Erickson,
where she provided a comfortable home for numerous
teachers and bankers. She was well known for her sewing
and needlework skills, which provided her livelihood in
raising her family. Anna resided in her home until age
92 and spent her remaining years at the Erickson Health
Centre Hospital and Personal Care Home. She passed away
Mar. 16, 1999, a month after celebrating her 100th birthday. Both Gunnar and Anna are at rest in Bethel Cemetery,
Danvers, MB. Gunnar and Anna have four sons: Earle (see
Helen Hall), Lorne (Bud), Dale and Wayne.
Lorne Gunnar (Bud) was born on Jan. 11, 1931. “Bud”
received his nickname from his older brother Earle, who
had great difficulty saying the word “brother”. Memories
were of growing up in Birnie and getting into mischief
with Dale and the rest of the “Birnie gang”. He went
to school there and in Erickson. In 1950, he joined the
armed forces and as a member of the PPCLI (Princess
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry) he fought in the Korean
War. While stationed in Vernon, BC, Bud met Margaretta
(Rita) Jessie Evoy, married her in Kelowna on Nov. 17,
1953 and have three children together. Bud and Rita made
many moves and had various occupations before settling
in Rock Creek. Bud worked for North Arm Transportation
until Rita passed away with cancer, Oct. 13, 1994. Bud
continued to live in Rock Creek close to his remaining
family until his passing on Apr. 7, 2000.
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centered on the Birnie area and his children heard many
stories about growing up there with the “Birnie gang”.
Earle and Helen were married on May 17, 1946 and
their first child, a son Paul was born the following year on
June 29, 1947. Two more children followed with William
(Billie) Peter on Sept. 10, 1950 and Judith Charlene (see
Brian and Judy Elgert) on Nov. 12, 1959. Billie was born
with cystic fibrosis. At the time, little was known about
the disease and doctors were unable to do a lot for him.
There were many sick days in his short life but there were
also some wonderful times. Summer holidays were spent
at Stoney Point, Dauphin at Grandma McMillan’s cottage
and at Christmas dinners Billie always wanted the turkey
leg. Billie passed away on Oct. 26, 1956.
Earle worked at various jobs until 1952 when he joined
the Manitoba Telephone System, working in Winnipeg,
Portage la Prairie, and Brandon. After 35 years of service,
he retired in December, 1987. In April of 1988, Earle and
Helen left on the trip they had been planning all their
lives - three months in England. They also spent a great
deal of time at their cottage at Ditch Lake. Earle was very
active in the Lions Club serving on various committees as
well as its executive both locally and within the district.
Emphysema confined Earle to Assiniboine Health Centre
in Brandon for more than six years until his passing on
Mar. 9, 2000. Helen spent most of her time in those years
at the hospital with Earle. Now, Helen is just three blocks
away from Judy, Brian and their children. Living in a small
centre after so many years in a city has taken some adjustment but it has been worth it and Helen is now really
enjoying the change. She has more time to pursue other
hobbies such as oil painting, puttering in her flowerbeds,
and sewing for her young grandchildren.

BC and Dale worked with North Arm Transportation until
his sudden death on Dec. 12, 1984. Eileen passed on Sept.
7, 1986.
Wayne Reginald, youngest son of Gunnar and Anna,
was born on Jan. 31, 1939. Wayne married Margaret
Cottingham in Birtle on Aug. 14, 1965 and together they
have three children: Jonathan Wayne born Feb. 20, 1972;
Samantha Jane born Dec. 19, 1973 and Miranda Joy born
Oct.13, 1981. Jonathan married Mandy Rae Boklaschuk
on Aug. 22, 1998 and they now have two children: Jacob
Jonathan born January, 2000 and Toni born September,
2005. Wayne and Margie settled in Saskatoon in 1990
after time in Minnedosa, Carman and Hudson Bay, SK.
Wayne passed away December, 2005 and was laid to rest
in Bethel Cemetery, Danvers.

HALL, HELEN
Submitted by Brian Elgert

HALLEN, RICHARD and MARION
Submitted by Marion Hallen
In 1937, George and Annie Hallen moved from
Greenan, SK where they farmed, to the farm west of
Neepawa, NE 25-14-16 in the RM of Langford.
Richard, born in 1927 at Rosetown, SK, youngest son
in the family, is still on the farm. He took his schooling
at Stoney Creek and Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute
and University of Manitoba. In 1950, he married Marion
Sheppard Baskerville of Franklin, MB.
Richard worked three winters in the 1950s at Copper
Cliff, ON for INCO Mining. His father died in June, 1958,
and he bought the farm from his mother. He then, went
into mixed farming: cattle, grain, poultry and pork. We
milked cows and sold cream, eggs, etc.
In 1965, Richard started work with Manitoba Crop
Insurance and worked until 2001 as well as farming. His
mother passed away May, 1981.

Earle and Helen
Helen moved to Neepawa in December, 2001, after
deciding to sell her house in Brandon and join her only
daughter Judy Elgert and her family. She moved into a
two-bedroom suite from a house she had lived in for thirtyfive years. Helen Ruby (nee McMillan) was born Dec. 31,
1922 in Dauphin where her family ranched. When her
father died in an accident, the family moved to Dauphin
and Helen went to school there. After high school, she
went to Normal School and then out teaching. Helen spent
one year teaching at Glenholm School (1944-1945) before
going to Erickson, where she met her husband, Earle
Paulmor Hall. Earle was born June 30, 1927 to Gunnar
and Anna Hall and grew up in Birnie. He attended school
in Birnie, Erickson, and Eden. Most childhood memories
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inspection for Christenson Developments as a builder/
architect. Beverley has one son Bryce, born 1986, and he
works at Compass Company as sales manager.

Richard, Bev and Son Bryce
Lorilee Anne, born 1966, is married to Gary Praznik.
She took her schooling at HMK and NACI and went on
to college at The Pas and took dental assistant, graduating in 1986. She worked for three years and then took
schooling in nursing in Brandon. She graduated in 1992
as a registered nurse and works in Brandon. Gary is a city
police officer with the Brandon Police. They have one son,
Logan, born June, 1997.

Richard and Marion, 1950

Richard and Marion, 2000
There are two children: Beverley and Lorilee Anne.
Beverley Candace, born 1963, is married to Richard
Dulong. Bev took her schooling at Hazel M. Kellington
and NACI in Neepawa and went to Brandon University.
She is now working for Finning (Canada) in Edmonton, AB
as territory manager in finance (including Fort McMurray
and Calgary). Her husband works for health and safety

Lorilee, Gary and Logan
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HALLIDAY, JACK and REBECCA

The house built in 1888 is still standing and has had
extensive renovations. The barn built in 1903 was demolished in 2006.

Hallen Farm House 2005
Rebecca and Jack
Joh Edward Halliday was born Nov. 3, 1903 in
Mekiwin, MB to Ann Halliday, daughter of Alexander
(Sandy) Halliday. As a young boy, Jack was sent to live
with his Great-Aunt Bess in Chicago, Illinois, where he
received his education. Jack returned to Manitoba about
1920 and lived with his Uncle Alex Halliday.
Mary “Rebecca” Edey, was born Apr. 23, 1905, in the
RM of North Cypress, to Moses and Jessie (Kilgore) Edey.
She received her education in Wellwood, MB. Rebecca’s
mother passed away when she was only 8 years old, so she
was raised by her father with the help of her eldest sister,
Annie (Mrs. Russell Wright).
Jack and Rebecca met while attending a dance held
at the Halliday home. They were married six years later
on Apr. 7, 1926. For the rest of that summer, the young
couple lived with and worked for Alex Halliday. That fall
they moved to Wellwood to work for the Irvines for about
three years, and later for others. In 1929, they moved west
to the Peace River Country in Alberta. Times there were
hard, so they stayed only about two years, returning back
home to Manitoba in 1932. Over the years, Jack worked for
the Canadian National Railways at Hummerston, Helston
and Mayfield.
Jack and Rebecca moved to Neepawa in about 1950
and bought a house on First Avenue. Here, Jack worked for
Johnson Motors and the lumber yard. A carpenter by trade,
Jack helped build and remodel many homes in Neepawa
and surrounding area. He proudly served with Neepawa
Volunteer Fire Department for 17 years, retiring in 1972.
Jack loved fishing, auction sales and doing woodwork
projects. Rebecca enjoyed working in her garden. Jack
and Rebecca liked getting together with friends for a game
of cards.

Hallen Barn 1903 demolished 2006

Hallen Farm House built 1888
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Riding Mountain National Park. Orville and Mavis raised
six children: Rob, Apr. 28, 1953 and Louise, Nov. 16, 1954
(were born in Neepawa); Rick, Aug 10, 1957, Randy, June
12, 1959 and Judy, Apr. 20, 1965 were born in Erickson
and Trevor, Mar. 30, 1971 was born in Minnedosa. Orville
and Mavis, now retired, still live in the Clear Lake area.
Annie “Luetta” was born in the Peace River District
of Alberta, Feb 21, 1930. Luetta went to the Irvine and
Sinclairville Schools. July 1, 1950, Luetta married Robert
Everton in Neepawa. While living in Neepawa, Bob
worked at a garage and Luetta worked at the salt plant.
They then moved to Winnipeg, where Bob worked for
the Coca-Cola Co. From Winnipeg, Bob was transferred
to Dauphin for a few years. The Evertons moved back to
Winnipeg, where Bob worked as a city bus driver for many
years. Bob and Luetta have four children: Rhonda, Oct.
14, 1950 and Lyle, Sept 28, 1953 were born in Neepawa,
Blair, Jan 10, 1956 was born in Winnipeg. Karen, Mar. 3,
1964 was born in Dauphin and died in a car accident Mar.
24, 1984 in Winnipeg. Bob was killed when a speeding
truck hit his bus on May 20, 1980. Luetta still lives in
Winnipeg and tries to get to Neepawa as often as she can
to see old friends.
Marjorie “Joan” – see Joan Halliday Bold story.

In 1983, they sold their home and moved into the
Yellowhead Manor, where they resided until December
of 1987. Then due to failing health, Jack had to go to a
care home. Sadly, because there were no rooms available
at East View Lodge, Jack, with heavy heart had to leave
Neepawa. Jack was placed in the Sandy Lake Nursing
Home and passed away Dec. 19, 1987. When Rebecca was
able to get a room, February, 1988, she moved to East View
Lodge. She passed away there on Feb. 10, 1996.
Jack and Rebecca have four children:
Ester Elizabeth (Betty) was born May 17, 1927 in
Wellwood. She received her education in Irvine and
Sinclairville Schools. Betty married Archie Patterson,
Sept. 27, 1946. They lived in the Helston area then later
moved to Neepawa. In Neepawa, Betty worked at the salt
plant for about eight years. She then worked part time at
the Hamilton Hotel for the Millan brothers and later, she
had a hairdressing shop. Betty and Archie have six children: Yvonne, Feb. 27, 1947-June 8, 2002; Keith, Mar. 5,
1948; Harold, June 13, 1949; Donna, July 27, 1950; Lynda,
July 17, 1954 and Brenda, July 13, 1958. The Patterson
children attended school in Neepawa. Betty and Archie,
divorced and Betty remarried Gerald Maloney on June 9,
1979 in Brandon, MB where they resided. Gerry passed
away May 31, 2005. Betty still lives in Brandon, but loves
to get back to Neepawa to see old friends and relatives,
when she can.

HANKE, RICHARD and RUTH
Submitted by Ruth Hanke
Richard was born to Elizabeth and Rudolf Hanke
at their farm near Plumas, MB on Oct. 4, 1937. After
twelve years of schooling in Plumas, he graduated from
Winnipeg Normal School and taught one year in Starbuck,
MB before moving to Eden, MB, where he taught until
1967. Through his early teaching years, Rich attended the
University of Manitoba summer schools, taking only one
year off in order to obtain his Bachelor of Science and
then his education degree. From 1967 to 1969, he taught
senior high math at Hamiota Collegiate before returning
to Neepawa, where he taught one year in Grade 6 after
which he taught mainly junior high math at Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute until he retired in June 1993.
Ruth, daughter of Dorothy and Arthur Babcock, was
born on the family farm east of Birnie on June 9, 1940.
She attended Orange Ridge, Birnie and Eden Schools and
took teachers training in 1957-58 at Brandon College. Ruth
taught two years in Brandon Hills, two years in Brandon,
and one year in St. Vital before her marriage.
Rich and Ruth were married on June 27, 1964 in
Birnie United Church. Their son, Allen, was born on May
18, 1966 and a daughter, Debra, on May 2, 1967 while
they lived in Eden.
In the years 1967 to 1969, our family made many
good friends in Hamiota, but moved to Neepawa and

Back: Joan, Luetta
Front: Orville, Rebecca, Jack and Betty
Orville Edward, second child and only son, was born
Nov. 28, 1928 at Hummerston Siding and received his
education at Irvine and Sinclairville Schools. Orville
married Mavis Lumley of the Clear Lake district, on Oct.
1, 1952. After they were married, Orville worked at many
different jobs. In Keyes, he worked for the railroad, at
Virden he drove trucks in the oil fields and in Neepawa
he worked for Bell Lumber. In 1955, they moved to Clear
Lake, where Orville worked as a park warden. Then, after
taking a plumbing course, he became head plumber at
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HARAPIAK, DAVE and DEBBIE

bought our first home at 573 First Avenue. In 1984, we
purchased a new home at 145 Boundary Street, closer to
both schools. While Allen and Deb were taking Grades
1-12, Ruth studied and received her degree from Brandon
University. Allen received his education degree and Deb,
a degree in nursing from the U of M.
After graduating, Allen taught for thirteen years at
Frontier Collegiate in Cranberry Portage. In 1995, he
married Kelly Harrison from Flin Flon, MB. They have
three children: Danielle, born July 9, 1998, Kailyn, born
Mar. 29, 2001, and Jayden, born Dec. 5, 2005. In 2002,
Kelly and Allen moved to Neepawa. Allen is principal of
Hazel M. Kellington School.
Since graduating from nursing in 1989, Deb has nursed
at Seven Oaks Hospital in Winnipeg. She married Wayne
Everitt from Preeceville, SK on Sept. 30, 1995. They have
two children: Keri, born Jan. 22, 1998, and Andrew, born
Feb. 24, 2000. They lived in Winnipeg but the lure of small
town living took them to Stonewall in 2002, where they
bought a home. Wayne works as a commodities trader for
AFA Forest Products.
Sports have played an important part in our family life.
Rich played baseball for Plumas, Eden, and Neepawa Cubs
and continues to curl and golf. Ruth curled and enjoys
the challenges and fresh air of the golf course. Allen and
Deb both curled and played volleyball. In addition, Allen
played some baseball and hockey while Deb was a member
of the figure skating club. Now, Rich and I enjoy going
to the rink as already four of the five grandchildren have
started to play hockey.

Submitted by Les and Marilyn Richardson for Debbie
Debbie (Richardson) daughter of Les and Marilyn
Richardson was born on Nov. 6, 1959 in Snow Lake,
MB.
She married David on Oct. 11, 1986 in Winnipeg,
MB. They have two children: Alannah born on Apr. 4,
1991 and Braxton born on July 24, 1994, both being born
in Winnipeg.
As all her other siblings, Debbie has lived in many
places and many homes. They include Snow Lake,
Langenburg, Neepawa, Eden, Franklin, Brandon and
finally settling in Winnipeg. Debbie attended Red River
Community College in Winnipeg and after graduating,
accepted a job with Systemhouse. Since that time, she
worked for Unisys, became a stay-at-home mom raising her family, and has recently gone back into the work
force as a term employee with Manitoba Health. Debbie
enjoys reading, gardening, and of course, watching all of
the sports her children are involved in.
Dave grew up in Neepawa and moved to Winnipeg to
further his education at RRCC. He then worked for the
Royal Bank of Canada in Portage la Prairie, Glenboro,
Winnipeg, and Russell. He is presently self-employed
running a dealership for Diamond Shelters. Dave enjoys
hunting, fishing, and of course, watching all the sports his
children are involved in.

We enjoy taking part in community activities and feel
blessed to live in a caring community among friends and
family. What foresight the town fathers had 125 years
ago, leaving all of us extra-wide streets, beautiful trees,
and a peaceful location for our cemetery overlooking the
valley!

Dave, Alannah, Debbie, Braxton – Dec. 20, 2003
Alannah is currently finishing Grade 9 (Senior 1) at
John Pritchard Junior High School in Winnipeg. She will
be attending River East High School in the fall. Alannah
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and live in Neepawa. Westley married Karen Sylvestor.
They have 1 daughter and live in Carberry.
Darlene has 2 daughters, Ashley and Ainsley Gibson.
She lives in Neepawa.
Frank married Janice Buchan July, 1984. Frank works
for Air Canada and Janice works for an optometrist. They
have 2 daughters, Hillary and Christine. They live in
Winnipeg.

enjoys spending time with her friends and her family,
listening to music, reading, shopping, volleyball, basketball, baseball, track and field, and has currently found part
time employment with Centreplate which is a company
that runs the catering/concession services at all the Blue
Bomber football games. When she has time, she fishes
with her dad and enjoys going to Tim Hortons with her
mom to have coffee. Alannah has been a true blessing in
the lives of her parents.
Braxton is currently finishing Grade 6 at Emerson
Elementary School. He will be attending his sister’s old
school next year. Braxton enjoys playing video games,
hockey, volleyball, basketball, inline hockey (hockey on
roller blades); and watching all sorts of car shows on television (he also likes to visit any car show or race way).
When he has time, he likes to fish with his dad and hopes
to start hunting with his dad soon. Braxton was the second
true blessing in the lives of his parents.

HARES FAMILY
Submitted by Louise Hares and Susan Mashtoler
William George and Frances Emma Hares (Bethell)
arrived in the Inkerman district, 10 miles east of Neepawa,
to settle on NE 23-14-14 (the old Kerr farm) in April,
1929. William had come to Canada with his family of
five children under a Soldier Settlement Scheme, from
the village of Pritly, Somerset, England. The Hares family
had completed a long sea voyage aboard the Aurania III
landing at Pier 21 in Halifax, NS on Apr. 5, 1929 and
train trip across Canada to Arden, MB. They arrived in
Arden on Apr. 8 (William’s birthday) and traveled to the
farm during the night on terrible muddy roads and woke
to snow on the ground. What an adventure.
William, and sons Fred and Ted, worked out the first
few years until they acquired sufficient machinery and
livestock to enable them to work their own farm. During
this time, a daughter Patricia (1932) was born, to the Hares.
William and Frances remained in the Neepawa area while
their family grew and spread their wings to other parts of
Canada and United States. William born Apr. 8, 1888 and
died April, 1959 and Frances born June 30, 1888 and died
January, 1965 are both buried at the Riverside Cemetery.

HARDER, FRANK and ANNA
Submitted by Anna
Frank Harder married Anna Unrau in May, 1945. They
lived in various places due to employment and settled at
Arden in 1961. Frank worked for the RM of Lansdowne.
Frank deceased January, 1987. They have 6 children:
Daniel, Edward, Irene, Diane, Darlene and Frank.
Dan married Patricia Reimer in July, 1971. They live
in Niverville, MB. Dan is retired. Pat works for home
care. They have 3 girls. Tammy married Carl Buechert.
They have 3 children. (Tammy deceased in 2002). Carl,
now remarried, is living in Emerson. Carrie married Stan
Unrau. They have 2 children and live in Niverville. Jodi
married Shaun Kehler. They have 2 children and live in
British Columbia.
Ed married Darlene Martens June, 1966. They live
in Niverville. Ed is retired. Darlene works for Granny’s
Chicken. They have 3 children. Nicole (divorced) lives in
Winnipeg. Vincent married Leann Dyck in 2006. They live
in Niverville. Brydon married Lisa Kreitz in 2006. They
live in Niverville.
Irene (Enns, Warnock) is now married to Bob Hooper.
They live in Creston, BC. They have 2 children, Cindy
and Curt Enns. Cindy is married to Stephan Moellenbeck.
They have 1 son Scott. They live in Cranbrook BC. Curt
and his partner Melannie live in Sparwood BC. They have
1 son.
Diane married Henry Enns in May, 1971. They live in
Arden. Henry works for the RM of Rosedale. Diane works
at East View Lodge. They have 3 sons. Kevin married
Jennifer Hart. They have 4 children and live in Neepawa.
Sheldon married Angie Osborne and they have 2 children

The Hares 1973 – Back Row L to R: Reg, Pat, Walter,
Ted
Front Row: Phyllis, Fred
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Frederick William (Oct. 7, 1912 to Oct. 19, 1973)
married Edith Beach (Oct. 19, 1921 to Jan. 20, 2007). Fred
was a World War II Veteran serving as a Lance Corporal.
After their Dec. 12, 1952 marriage, they lived at Ewart
district in Manitoba farming. For health reasons, the family
returned to the Inkerman district in 1961 and Fred worked
for Hares Cartage and then later for Carnation Carberry
until his death. Both are buried at Riverside Cemetery.

The Fred Hares Family
L to R: Freda, Tom, Edith, Nancy, Susan, Brenda
Francis Edward, known to everyone as Ted, married
Verena Wilson of Glenella on Oct. 30, 1942. They farmed
in the Molesworth district east of Birnie. Ted was born
June 1, 1914 and died Apr. 4, 1998 and Verena was born
Dec. 28, 1918 and died May 25, 2004. Their daughter
Terena (1944) married Wayne Scott (1945) of Glenella on
Apr. 30, 1966 and have a family of six children: Marlin,
Nevin, Derena, Shawn, Eugene and Noleen. Their son
Nelson (1946) married in 1984 to Louise Gagnon (1960).
Nelson attended Molesworth School and then farmed with
his father. They have one daughter Tanis who attends the
University of Manitoba. Nelson is now retired and Louise
works as a nurse’s aide at the Neepawa Hospital. Nelson
and Louise now reside in Neepawa.

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Hares
Dec. 12, 1952
The Fred Hares family includes:
Susan (1948) married in 1967 to David Mashtder
(Feb. 28, 1942 to Apr. 10, 2006). Susan and Dave lived at
Mountain Road farming until early 2006 when Dave took
ill. They have a family of three: David Jr. (1971) married in
1996 to Callie (Jenna, Peri and Cody); Joy (1974) married
in 2006 to Herb Smith (Lucas and Grace); Michael (1980)
(Wyatt and Mercedes (deceased)).
Thomas (Sept 12, 1951 to Mar. 23, 2004) married in
1980 to Barb. They have a family of four: stepson Terry
(1969) married in 2000 to Christa; stepson Jason married
in 2006 to Robin; Michalena (1981) married in 2006 to
Walter Paramor (Jessica 2000); Frederick 1984.
Brenda (1954) married in 1999 to Doug Hodgins.
From Brenda’s first marriage to Richard Schell, came two
children: Lynn (1973) married to Brad Oshanyk in 1994
(Dylan 1999) and Richard Jr. (1974).
Freda (1956) married in 1975 to Terry Woychyshyn.
They have a family of three: Terry Jr. (1975) married in
2003 to Colleen (Shayla 2003 and Travis 2004); Greg
(1980); and Chris (1982).
Nancy (1957) married in 1974 to Reg Johnson. They
have one daughter together: Jennifer (1974) married in
2006 to Kevin Forsyth (Jade 1998 and Ryley 2001). Nancy
remarried in 1984 to Phil Syntak and they have one daughter together: Nicole (1985).

Ted and Verena Hares
Phyllis G. Hares (Dec. 17, 1916 to Mar. 10, 1999)
married Fred Spackman (Apr. 19, 1914 to Jan. 10, 2001)
in Neepawa on Oct. 17, 1938. They lived in Winnipeg,
Lethbridge and then Medicine Hat where they set down
roots and Fred worked for Canadian Liquid Air. Fred and
Phyllis, a very devoted couple to each other, have a family
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HARGREAVES, LAWRENCE and MARLYNE

of three: Ray (1939) married to Shirley (Daniel, Tim and
Marvin); Wayne (1943) married to Ceciline (Ken and
Brian); Gwenda (1948) married to Gordie (Michael and
Michelle).

Submitted by Marlyne
Continued from page 520, Neepawa Heritage
The Hargreaves family resided at 618 First Avenue.
The home was sold in 2007, two years after Lawrence’s
passing.
From 1953-1990 Lawrence owned and operated
Hargreaves Drug Store on Mountain Avenue. The building is now a Sears’s outlet. He was proud to serve on
the Manitoba Pharmaceutical Board and the Examination
Board of Canada, and in 1993, he was awarded the prestigious Bowl of Hygeia.
Intensely devoted to the business community, he was
a key fundraiser and organizer of the Neepawa and Area
Development Corporation, chairman of the Main Street
Manitoba project. A pocket park in front of the Sears
Building is refereed to as HARGREAVES PARK.

Louise, Tanis and Nelson Hares - 2003
Walter (1919) enlisted in 1940 and served overseas in
England and northwest Europe returning home in 1945. He
was a member of the First Canadian Parachute Battalion.
Walter became involved in the successful Hares Cartage
Trucking business until 1966. He then moved to Vancouver,
BC meeting his future wife Marjorie (1920) and marrying
her in 1975. They both still reside there.
Reginald (1926) married Mabel Wright (1932) and
lived in Regina, SK. They have a family of four: Yvonne,
David, William and Heather.
Patricia Hares (1932) married John Barton and lives in
Mt Vernon, Washington, United States. They have a family
of three: Jack, Steven and Pam.

Lawrence loved to spend recreation time at the family
cabin at Kerr Lake, and particularly enjoyed firing up the
BBQ for a steak cookout when he and “the boys” would
hit the cabin for a bull session.
Both Marlyne and Lawrence had a farm background
so a stint at hobby farming seemed in order, a true learning
experience. Pasture fields with poor fences were rented
out. This presented a problem, with Marlyne fielding irate
phone calls from neighbours and son, Darron, returning
from university to herd cattle back to where they belonged,
and repair fences. However, success was experienced with
growing the most bountiful sweet corn crops and having
to have the Rotary Club help sell the produce. Beautiful
spruce and Scotch pine were grown and sold. For several
years at Christmas, these trees were enjoyed by family and
friends. Lawrence’s irrigation system proved challenging,
but surely paid off. Polonia area residents were entertained
and profits questionable.
In 1986, Lawrence and Marlyne along with other local
residents were instrumental in founding and restoring what
is now known as the Margaret Laurence home. Today, this
is a popular tourist attraction.

The Hares Family mid 1940’s
Back Row L to R: Fred, Ted, William, Walter, Reg
Front Row L to R: Pat, Frances, Phyllis
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I had several jobs during my school years. I worked
briefly at the Macleod’s store and in the kitchen at East
View Lodge. After my schooling, I took the Nurse’s Aide
course and worked at East View Lodge again for several
years. I left there to take the one-year bookkeeping course
at Assiniboine Community College and in July, 1977, after
completing the course, I was hired at the Neepawa Land
Titles office and I am still working there today.
A couple of my more recent accomplishments include
organizing two different celebrations both of which took
place in the summer of 2005. One celebration was for
the Land Titles 100th Anniversary. We had a wonderful
celebration in July during the Lily Festival. The other celebration was in honour of the Sinclairville School where
I organized the unveiling of the cairn. We had a great
time and the weather was splendid during the August long
weekend.
I was married to Jim Harper in 1980. He is the son
of Reta (Patterson) and James (Jip) Harper from the
Sinclairville area. We have since divorced, but we have
three children: Derek and the twins Janis and Curtis. And
prior to my marriage, my first daughter Shawna Lynne was
born. We all enjoyed the many years we lived on the farm,
with skating on the dugout, tobogganing or cross-country
skiing, quading, biking, hiking, etc, all of these we miss
dearly. As of January 2006, we now live at 514 Fourth
Avenue in Neepawa.
Shawna Lynne, born Nov. 16, 1971, graduated from
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute in 1989. After high
school, she moved to Winnipeg where she lived and
worked for only a few years. Shawna set off for Calgary
in 1991 where she settled down and made a home for
herself. In June of 2001, she married Joe Kelly from
Stephenville, NFD, who also moved to Calgary at around
the same time. Shawna has had various occupations over
the years: from Seismic Surveyor to Graphic Designer to
Print Production Manager to her current position as the
Vice President of Product Management for a tech company
called RenoWorks.

Marlyne enjoyed teaching recreational organ and
piano. An enthusiastic member of the Art Club, she has
had several works chosen over the years to travel with the
Westman Traveling Art Show.

L to R: Lawrence, Marlyne, Lori, Darron, Janine – 2001
Lawrence was a 50 plus year member of the Rotary Club
and Marlyne a 50 year member of the Inner Wheel.
At present, daughter Lori teaches English as a second
language at the Language Institute, University of British
Columbia, and has enjoyed leaves of absence to teach in
South Africa, Singapore and Qatar. Her career followed
after attending the University of Calgary and Regent
College, UBC.
Son Darron graduated from the University of Manitoba
and a Creative Communications course at Red River
Community College. He now works at Winnipeg Free
Press after a nine year stint with the Yomiuri and Ashai
newspapers in Tokyo.
Daughter Janine is a graduate of Brandon University,
a business course at RRCC and has attained a Human
Resource Management Certificate (University of Manitoba).
At present, she works as an employment service advisor
with the Manitoba Government.
Neepawa is a great place to live.

HARPER, MALLORIE
I was born July 22, 1953 and raised in Neepawa,
and other than living in Winnipeg for a brief time, this
is still my home. My parents were Ruth (Thompson) and
Sture Forsman, both now deceased. I was the youngest of
four. My brother’s are: Ron Forsman, married to Norma
Watson; Doug Forsman, married to Jean McClelland and
Don Forsman, married to Liz Willis.

Shawna, Mallorie, Curtis, Derek, Janis
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in 2002. Arthur works in communications and marketing
for Credit Union Central of Manitoba.
Kevin, younger son, was born in Neepawa in 1962. He
graduated from NACI in 1980, and then attended the U of
M, graduating with his Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy
in 1988. On Aug. 6 of that year, he married Lorilee
Kostenchuk, who was born in Neepawa on July 30, 1964.
She is the daughter of George and Louise Kostenchuk.
Following her graduation from NACI, Lorilee attended
Red River Community College and graduated as a laboratory technologist. She later took an X-ray course, and is
employed at the Neepawa Health Centre. Their two sons,
Nigel (born Jan. 2, 1992) and Brendan Michael (born Mar.
7 1996) are better known as ‘Mongoose’ and ‘Duke’. They
love sports, especially hockey.
Kevin worked at Harris Pharmacy through 1990,
when he purchased the business from his dad. He has
since expanded the store, absorbing the adjacent space
previously occupied by Stedman’s.
After a lengthy battle with ALS (amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis), Helen Harris passed away in 1998. Art married
Dorothy Smith in 1999 and formally retired in 2002. Art
and Dorothy are enthusiastic and prolific travelers, having
visited Alaska, Great Britain, Hawaii, continental Europe
and dozens of destinations across Canada and the United
States, all in the past eight years.
Neepawa, however, will always be home.

Derek Alan, born May 3, 1985, graduated from NACI
on the honour roll. After three years of living between
Brandon and Winnipeg, he has since moved to Calgary
and got into construction, building traffic lights for
Can-Traffic. He hopes to get into the electrician trade in
the near future.
Curtis James, born July 25, 1989, graduated from
NACI and is now living in Winnipeg. He would like to
get into the carpentry field.
Janis Colleen, also born July 25, 1989, will graduate
from NACI in 2008 and is looking forward to what the
future will bring!

HARRIS, ARTHUR and HELEN
Submitted by Arthur Harris
Art Harris was born in Glace Bay, NS and moved to
Virden, MB at the age of one. He attended school in Virden,
until moving to Brandon in 1939, where he completed
high school. He went to the University of Manitoba where
he graduated with a Bachelor of Science and Pharmacy
degree in 1952.
Helen was born and grew up in Elkhorn, MB. She
taught on permit for one year at Whirlpool School, a oneroom school near Onanole, MB. In 1959, she graduated as
a psychiatric nurse from the Brandon Hospital for Mental
Diseases, then affiliated with other hospitals, and graduated with her registered nurse degree in 1953.
Art and Helen married in 1953 and spent the next
six years in Brandon. Art worked in Brown’s Drug Store
before moving to Neepawa in 1959. He succeeded Mr.
Boxer Hole of the Murphy and Hole Drug Store and the
store’s name changed to ‘Harris Pharmacy’.
Three children complete the Harris family. Sheryl was
born in 1957 in Brandon. After graduating from Neepawa
Area Collegiate Institute in 1975, she attended Baptist
Leadership Training School in Calgary for one year.
She attended the U of M where she received a Bachelor
of Education in 1980. After teaching one year in South
Indian Lake, MB, she traveled to New Zealand, Australia
and Southeast Asia. In 1991, Sheryl married Ian Hipkins,
tourism professional in Canmore, AB, where they live
with their two children, Sean (1998) and Michelle (1999).
Sheryl is a resource teacher at Elizabeth Rummel School
in Canmore.
Arthur was born in Neepawa in 1960. Following his
graduation from NACI in 1978, he received a diploma in
commercial art from Assiniboine Community College in
Brandon and a Bachelor of Fine Arts (Hons.) from the U
of M. He married Janice McRae, a social worker from
Winnipeg, in 1990. Their three children were all born in
Winnipeg: Sarah in 1995, Alexander in 1997, and Abigail

HARRIS, KEVIN and LORILEE
Submitted by Kevin Harris
Kevin and Lorilee were married Aug. 6, 1988. At the
time, Kevin was studying pharmacy at the University of
Manitoba while Lorilee worked as a lab technician at the
Manitoba Clinic. Kevin graduated from pharmacy in the
spring of 1989 and they moved back to Neepawa. Kevin
began to work with his father, Art, at Harris Pharmacy and
Lorilee began to work casually at the Neepawa Hospital
in the laboratory and X-ray departments.
Jan. 2, 1992, brought their first son, Nigel James, into
the world. It was exciting times for both sets of first time
grandparents. Mar. 2, 1996 marked the arrival of Nigel’s
little brother Brendan Michael (also known as Duke).
Over the years, Kevin purchased Harris Pharmacy
from his father and made two expansions to make the
store what it is today. Lorilee is permanent half time at
the Neepawa Hospital in the lab.
The rest of their time is kept very busy spending time
with Nigel and Brendan. They both are involved in sports;
Nigel with hockey, volleyball and golf and with Brendan’s
love for hockey, baseball and golf. As a family we have
enjoyed many vacations to various spots.
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HARVEY, BOOTY and MARY ETHEL

Oddfellows and Orange Lodge. Both he and Ethel were
members of the United Church.
On Jan. 20, 1922, Bert was injured in a railroad accident losing both of his legs and died a few hours later,
leaving Ethel with their five children between the ages
of fifteen and seven to raise. They received a very small
railroad pension and Ethel did any kind of work available,
including taking in washing and housekeeping. Growing
up, the children all learned to be resourceful and worked
at various jobs. They all went to Central School but, due
to economics, were not able to finish school.
Les, the oldest, ended up working as a caretaker for
the schools in town, retiring in 1973. He married Milly
Kaye and raised two daughters: Norma and Donna, who
live in Winnipeg. Les and Milly have both died.
Bertha trained as a nurse at the Neepawa Hospital
and worked in Brandon where she met and married Jack
Cruickshank. They raised their two sons and one daughter
in Brandon and Penticton, BC. They have both died.
Mary remained single and lived at home working
for neighbors at housekeeping until her mother’s death
in 1965, after which she moved to Penticton to be with
Bertha and has since died there.

Submitted by Heather Cummings

Booty and Ethel
Booty Harvey (1870-1922), nicknamed Bert, originally came to Canada from London, England with his
family and settled at Saltcoats, SK. He began working for
the Canadian Pacific Railways in Saskatchewan, changed
to the Canadian National Railways on the sections in
Manitoba. When working in Rignold (near Portage la
Prairie) he met Mary Ethel Calder (1881-1965) who was
to become his wife. When Bert finally became a section
foreman in Neepawa and could afford it, he and Ethel got
married in 1903 and settled down to family life. After a few
moves, their home became 285 Ada Street and there they
raised three boys and two girls. In his work, Bert helped
build some of the rail lines around Neepawa; for example the line going north to Howden. He was the section
foreman of Neepawa yards and from there to Hallboro,
including the trestle bridge just outside of Neepawa. This
line was torn up in 1981. His job included being on the
snow plough in winters. The plough would often go as far
as Beulah or Rossburn. Bert was a member of both the

Ralph and Margy
Ralph married Margaret Brown, originally from
McCreary. He served in World War II, mostly in prisoner of war camps. (He was at Dieppe.) After the war, he
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Institute. After high school, I worked for the local Bank
of Commerce and then the Neepawa Health Unit before
moving to Smithers, BC in 1965.
I made the trip west to visit Yvonne Johnson (nee
Olson) who is a niece of Sarah Montgomery of Neepawa.
While visiting with Yvonne, I met my husband Lou
Haselmeyer, who is from West Germany. We were married
in 1966 and moved to Terrace in 1970. We have four
daughters: Jacqueline, Tamara, Danya and Nola. I now
have five grandchildren: Chantelle, Melissa, Raelee and
Jared Rioux and Adeena Johansen, and one great grandchild Elizabeth Stenson.
My Uncle Barney Pettitt retired to Terrace and died
in 1982. He is buried in Terrace.

returned to Neepawa, where he and Margie raised three
daughters: Jane born in 1940, Heather born in 1948, and
Brenda born in 1950. He worked at the Land Titles Office
for over 25 years and died in 1974 at the age of 62. Margie
worked for many years at Martin’s Store. Margie lived
until 1995. Jane lives in Brandon and has 2 children and
4 grandchildren. Mark Martin and his wife Trudy live at
Glenboro. Cindy, and her husband Lindsay Aplin, live near
Carberry. Brenda lives in London, ON with her husband
Naeem Qureshi, and have three daughters. The oldest
Anika lives and works in Amsterdam, Holland. The other
two, Nazia and Noreen, go to school in Toronto. The only
descendent of Bert and Ethel who still lives in the Neepawa
area is Heather Cummings, their middle daughter. (See
Cummings family history)

HAWKE, KEN and MARLENE EVELYN
Marlene is the fourth child of Allan and Evelyn McKee
and was born on Dec. 5, 1956. I ended up a wanderer
like the ones (our ancestors) who traveled to Manitoba.
I was educated in Brookdale and Neepawa. I have spent
my life dabbling in different jobs – nursing and agriculture. I graduated from the University of Manitoba with
a diploma in agriculture in 1978. Agriculture led me to
spend 5 months in New Zealand in 1978-79 and 7 months
in Denmark in 1984.
I met a New Zealander and traveled there to make a
life. I married Ken Hawke in 1987 and in 1990 moved to
Whiterock, which is just outside Christchurch. We have a
son, Lorne Graeme born on Nov. 16, 1991 and a daughter,
Ellen Noreen born on Dec. 4, 1995.

Daughters of Ralph and Margie: Heather Cummings,
Jane Martin, Brenda Qureshi
Earl married Florence Walker. They raised two sons
and two daughters. He worked in various towns, settling in
The Pas where he died in 1980. Florence and their oldest
two children have since died.

HAZELWOOD, GEORGE and MARGARET
Submitted by Margaret Hazelwood

HASELMEYER, HELEN

The story of George Duncan Hazelwood and Margaret
Ann Miscavish began on Feb. 27, 1971 in Winnipeg.
George was born, raised and educated in Stony
Mountain, MB. He was the youngest son of Sidney and
Margaret Hazelwood and has eight siblings.
Marg was born, raised and educated in Polonia, MB
and attended high school in Eden. Marg was the youngest daughter of Lou and Jessie Miscavish and has five
siblings.
Both George and Marg had worked in Winnipeg for
several years before we were introduced by friends. We
became close friends and very quickly a romance blossomed. We became engaged on Mar. 17, 1972 and were
married on Apr. 28, 1973. We have just celebrated our 34th
wedding anniversary.

Submitted by Helen Haselmeyer
It is many years since I left Neepawa. However, my
“history” should be added to that of my grandparents,
Harry and Mabel Pettitt who came to the Arden district
in 1912 from England. I am the daughter of their eldest
daughter, Christina Burnett, and a niece of the late Eric
Pettitt who lived in Neepawa.
I was born at 355 Hamilton Street in Neepawa and
lived there and later at 151 Main Street until I was 20.
Being part of the “Post War Baby Boom”, I always had a
new school to attend. I started at West Park (now Hazel
M. Kellington). I went for a few months to the old Central
School before it was torn down. The old high school became
Viscount School when I was in Grade 8, and Homer Gill
was Principal. I, then went on to Neepawa Area Collegiate
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Upon relocating back to Neepawa, we were “back
home” and close to family and friends and meeting many
new people and making new friends. We lived and worked
in Neepawa until 1985, when again “the north was calling”, as a new power dam was beginning. George left
Neepawa for work at the Limestone Generating Station
in October, 1985 and Marg went up in March, 1986. The
Limestone Generating Station was located approximately
35 miles northeast of Gillam. The town site set up for
families was at Sundance, which was located a few miles
from the jobsite. We both worked for Bechtel-Kumagi,
a subcontractor to Manitoba Hydro, and later working
for Cornstock and GE. As the project was near its final
stages, George remained working at the power dam and
Marg worked at the Sundance Medical Clinic. The project
had been completed in 1992 and we lived and worked in
Gillam until October, 1993, at which time we relocated
back to Neepawa.
On Apr. 22, 1994, we took on a new venture and
opened Dynamic Parties, a wedding and party business.
The business grew very quickly and we found ourselves
expanding into larger quarters. In June, 1996, we thought
the time was right to embark into a huge new building
project, so along with partners and the help of friends and
every family member, we began the construction of 275
Hamilton Square. The building of nearly 6,500 sq. ft. was
erected in a record time of five months, as our first tenants
were moving in on Nov. 1, 1996. As the building project
was a wonderful learning experience and a huge accomplishment, it was also an extremely hard summer, the
hours were very long and the work was very hard, but the
reward was a beautiful new building that will remain for
many years in the downtown shopping area. In 2000, we
purchased our partners share of the building and became
sole owners. Also, in 2000, we purchased a dollar store
business and began Neepawa Dollars and More. During
those years, we found ourselves working extremely hard
with very long hours and in 2004, we had the opportunity to sell the building, so on Nov. 1, 2004, the Town of
Neepawa purchased the building and have made it into
their town and municipal offices.
Since 2004, we have found ourselves being very busy
and not thinking of slowing down. George finds great pleasure helping all his friends with their countless projects
and Marg working part time at East View Lodge. We take
great pride in building and renovating at home, always
coming up with new ideas and a lot of work, with wonderful results.
We are enjoying our good health, wonderful families
and many great friends. We have done extensive traveling
over the years and hope to continue being able to travel
to destinations that we have not seen in Canada and the
United States in the near future.

Both of us are the adventurous type and two days after
we were married a moving van was at our door, and we
were heading to “The Great White North” to Jenpeg, MB,
a hydro power dam construction site. The power dam was
in its earliest stages when George went up and very soon
after Marg followed. We were able to purchase our first
new home and move it into the mobile home park which
was set up for families. We made many lasting friendships
with such wonderful people that lived there. As all young
folks that moved to work in Jenpeg, none of us had immediate family near, so you had to make friends quickly or
you would be alone, and I must say we were never alone.
Living and working in the north was a “blast”. We worked
hard, played hard, and it was a truly rewarding experience.
George worked for Jenpeg Constructors, a subcontractor to
Manitoba Hydro and Marg worked for Canada Manpower.
For the first few years, we had no television, so that was
a time packed with friends that went curling, snowmobiling, movies, we played a lot of cards and games and
had a “few” parties. George had earned his pilot’s license
several years prior, so we purchased a small plane, which
added to the adventure and freedom. Many of the people
that we made friends with, remain friends today. We lived
and worked in Jenpeg until the end of the project, leaving
in September, 1979, relocating to Neepawa.
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HEAD, WALTER and VERA

1982. Charlie passed away in December, 1995 and Lena
currently resides in Neepawa with her daughter Arlene.
Arlene was involved with the local 4-H club for six
years, becoming a junior leader. She took her licensed
practical nurse training at the Health Sciences Centre in
Winnipeg and nursed there for 11 years. She married Gerald
Guilbert in 1969. They have three sons: Derrick born in
1971, currently lives in Winnipeg and works for Sonocco;
Chad was born in 1972 and currently works as a licensed
practical nurse at the Concordia Hospital in Winnipeg; and
Patrick, born in 1976 works as a human resource officer in
Winnipeg. Patrick married Laurie Wyntick from Cypress
River in September, 2000. They have two sons: Cole and
Owen. Arlene worked at East View Lodge until 1992 when
health problems forced early retirement. She currently
resides in Neepawa with her mother.
Edward married Debbie Ellis in 1972. He worked at
Edson Manufacturing after he was married, then moved to
Rivers for a short time. Upon returning to Neepawa, he was
employed at Murray’s Garage as a mechanic. They have
two children: Shelley and Robert. Ed and Debbie separated
in August, 1996 and later divorced. Shelley married Curt
Allen from Sanford, MB on July 25, 1998 and currently
lives in Neepawa. Curt teaches in Erickson and Shelley
works as a dental assistant in Neepawa and Carberry.
They have two daughters: Taylor born on Nov. 28, 1999
and Brooke born Nov. 22, 2005. Robert lives at home in
Neepawa and works at the local hog processing plant.
Mavis married John in Neepawa in the spring of 1972
and lived in a small house in the valley until moving to
the Rivers air base in the summer of 1973. John has been
an employee of Edson Industries. Joyce, the oldest was
born in the fall of 1972. After a job offer that didn’t work
out in Fort MacLeod, AB, they moved to Edmonton. A
second daughter, Sandra was born in 1977. Five years later,
in 1982, they had their first son Richard. In 1990, they
left Edmonton and after spending a year in Coronation,
AB they moved to Okotoks, AB, just outside of Calgary.
A wonderful surprise showed up in 1992, a second son
Shane. The oldest, Joyce, is a manager with Shoppers
Drugmart Stores, still unattached and loves to travel.
Sandra became an emergency medical technician with
ambulances but after marrying her high school sweetheart,
Brian Calder in 2000, she chose to raise a family. They
have blessed her parents with two grandsons: Ian and Joel
and another child on the way. Richard works in millwork
carpentry with his dad. Richard married Claudia Poirier
in October, 2006. The youngest, Shane is in junior high.
You could almost call him an ideal teenager, a great kid.
He is uncertain of his plans, but most are at that age. He
does great in school.
Norman worked in Winnipeg for several years after
graduation. Then he returned to Neepawa, where he

Submitted by Lorraine Lobb
Walter and Vera Head resided on SW 28-16-14 in the
Glenholm district.
Walter was born Apr. 25, 1909 and passed away Sept.
16, 1992. Vera was born June 23, 1913 and passed away
Aug. 7, 2002. Walter and Vera were married May 19,
1931.
From this marriage there were eight children:
Shirley Prawdzik born Mar. 14, 1932. She has two
daughters, two sons, twelve grandchildren and twenty-one
great grandchildren. Shirley resides in Neepawa, MB.
Audrey passed away in infancy.
Lillian born Mar. 9, 1935 resides in Brandon, MB and
has two daughters, two sons and six grandchildren.
Don born Oct. 29, 1936 married Merlyn Renwick
and they have two daughters, two sons and six grandchildren.
Gerald born July 9, 1938 resides in Duncan, BC.
Lorraine Lobb born July 13, 1940 and resides in
Ninette, MB with husband Lloyd. They have a son Todd
and his wife Nancy reside in Winnipeg, and a daughter
Lisa who resides in Brandon.
Ray born Aug. 20, 1950 married Colleen and have a
son, a daughter, and six grandchildren. Ray and Colleen
reside in Sturgis, SK.
Darla White born Oct. 27, 1957 resides in Calgary,
AB. Her husband Danny passed away Sept. 5, 2005.

HENDERSON, J. CHARLES
Charlie Henderson was born on Aug 24, 1913 in
Franklin, one of six sons of John Orr Henderson and Jane
Spence Brooks. Charlie took all his schooling in Franklin,
leaving school at an early age and working for many farmers in the Neepawa area. These included W.J. Stewart,
Ross McGillivray, Charlie Kerr, C.W. Martin’s Dairy and
Alex Sinclair.
Charlie joined the army in 1942 and served overseas.
This led him through parts of England, North Africa, Sicily,
Italy, France, Belgium and Holland. Charlie was wounded
while in Italy. He served a year in the Occupation Army
in Germany, returning home in July, 1946.
Charlie met and married Lena Turner, daughter of
Richard Victor Turner and Theresa Gladys Hubbard on
Dec. 17, 1946 in Neepawa. They farmed in the Glendale
district raising four children: Arlene, Edward, Mavis and
Norman. The children attended school in Glendale and
Neepawa until 1971, when the family decided to sell their
farm and move to town. Charlie was employed with East
View Lodge as a maintenance worker until he retired in
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passed away in 1994. Marion still has her home at this
location.
Bob and Carol moved from Portage la Prairie in 1980
to take over the family farm. The log house built by George
Sr. was replaced with the Wellwood Station House in
1960. The larger premises made a fine family home, until
it burned on Friday, Feb. 13, 1981. The new house was
built in the same location but a lot of family possessions
and memorabilia were lost in the fire.
Nicole, born July 30, 1977, married Nathan Cousley
on May 27, 2000. Nicole and Nathan have two sons: Caden
Robert (born June 13, 2002) and Benjamin Kaleb Stewart
(born July 9, 2005) and live in Airdrie, AB.
Their son Garret, born Jan. 6, 1983 is the fourth generation of Hendersons to farm the half section.
Bob and Carol are proud of their family and their roots.
They have made Edrans their home, staying involved with
community functions and activities and the local church.

worked for Green Acres Equipment, the local John Deere
dealership as parts manager.
Norm married Norma Love on July 7, 1984. They have
two children: a son Brady born Nov. 11, 1985 and a daughter Lauren on Dec. 22, 1987. Norm continues to work
at the local John Deere dealership as parts manager and
Norma works at Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce.
Brady graduated in June, 2004 and is currently attending
college taking a professional golf management course –
business administration. Lauren graduated in June, 2006
and currently works for Canada Safeway in Neepawa.

HENDERSON, ROBERT and CAROL
Submitted by Bob and Carol
George Miller Henderson and Janet Eadie Beveridge
were married on Jan. 12, 1897 in Strathmiglo, Scotland.
They have six children – William, James, George, John,
Harry and Margaret (Eadie). George emigrated to Canada
Feb. 28, 1911. Upon arrival at Edrans, George located a
vacant log house, the property of Mrs. McLean, directly
opposite the present Henderson home. To this “home”
the rest of the family, Janet and children of ages fourteen
months to fourteen years arrived in November, 1911. They
spent only the winter in this house and in the spring, moved
a half mile or so west to the farm, later to become the
property of the eldest son, William. By this time, George
Sr. had taken over the farm in the RM of Lansdowne –
NW and SE 3-13-13W. On Mar. 4, 1928, at age 56 years,
George Sr. suffered a stroke and passed away that day,
never regaining consciousness. He is buried in Edrans
Cemetery.
Janet remarried in 1933 to John Taylor of MacGregor.
Janet passed away at the age of 75 years on Dec. 26, 1949.
She is buried in the Edrans Cemetery.
After the passing of his father, the youngest son, Harry,
then continued to farm – at seventeen years of age. Harry
married Marion Kerr on June 15, 1946. They have five children, June Ann, the oldest, is the wife of Dale Armstrong
of Killarney. They have two children: Devon and Avonlea.
Avonlea has a son Rylin. Marilyn married Don Winters,
formerly of Austin, now residing in Kamloops, BC. They
have twins: Matthew and Lindsay. Chrissie died in 1960
at five years of age. Robert (Bob) married Carol Leslie
from Pratt, MB. They have two children: Nicole and
Garret. John, the youngest, married Laurie Proteau from
St. Adolphe and resides in Winnipeg They have two children: Joshua and Riley.
Harry passed away in September, 1979. He is buried
in the Edrans Cemetery.
Marion remarried in 1982 to Clarence Moore. They
farmed the Moore family farm, SW 26-12-13W. Clarence

HENRY, WILLIAM (BILL) and EUNICE
Submitted by Sharron Henry

Bill Henry
In the spring of 1941, we moved to Neepawa. I, Sharron
Henry, was nine months old and my sister, Doreen Henry,
was six years old. My dad, William (Bill) Henry drove the
Canada Bread Truck up to McCreary serving all the towns
along the way, as well as serving the Neepawa restaurants
and grocery stores. He worked hard in those days, up at
4:00 A.M. to go to the train station to load up the bread that
had been shipped into Neepawa, into his truck. Then home
for breakfast and after that headed out to do the routes and
was not home until after 5:00 every evening.

438

Eunice Henry
My mother, Eunice, was a stay-at-home mom, which
was the norm in those days. We bought the old brick house
on the north west corner of Third Avenue and the highway,
which had an old coal stove in the basement. The furnace
had a habit of “burping” coal dust into the house every
so often. It would invariably happen just when Mom had
brought her frozen laundry in off the lines and had the
items laid over several clothes horses on top of the registers. My favourite spot was underneath the clothes horse,
playing with my toys. The furnace would “burp” and I
would crawl out from under looking like Al Jolson! There
was a lot of grumbling going on as she had to wash the
clothes (and me) all over again. Not a pleasant chore when
she had to hang them out on the line at sub zero weather.
The clothes that is, not me.
My parents were very involved in various organizations while they lived in Neepawa. They bowled every
week in a bowling club. My dad was one of the first men
to play golf at the new, at that time, nine hole golf club.
He worked six days a week and Sunday was his day to
go golfing with the men. My mom became a golfer and
played with the ladies whenever she could.
At that time, we had a swimming “hole” that the
townspeople had dug out for us kids. They dammed up
the river, dug out a large swimming area and then released
the water. I remember my mom taking me there when I
was just a toddler and swimming with me tucked under
one arm. My fondest memories are going to the park every
day to go swimming. My parents only saw me at supper
time, from the end of June to the beginning of September.
I often think that the young people of today are missing
out on a lot by not having the swimming hole to swim
and play in.

Our house in autumn – Third and Main
My dad joined the volunteer fire department in 1941,
when we moved. He became the fire chief in 1953 when
Gerald Parrott retired. When we moved to Winnipeg in
March of 1956, he was given the honour of remaining in
the department in an honorary capacity. I have submitted
the newspaper item of him accepting a gift in March, 1956,
just before we moved to Winnipeg. He was there at the
Fenwick’s fire. I remember him coming home, mom chipping off his clothes and giving him fresh dry clothes to go
back to the fire. I do not know how many times he made the
trip to get warm dry clothes, but I remember how worried
she was about his health. A worry, that I imagine all the
wives and mothers of the firemen shared on that day.
Dad also joined the Masons and made his way to the
top of the organization. My mother joined the Eastern Star
and worked her way to the top as well. My mother sang in
the choir at the United Church. We, my sister and I, were
dragged along to go to Sunday School, until we were old
enough to rebel. Mom loved her choir singing and went
every Sunday until we moved to the city. She was a very
talented person. She bought an upright piano and taught
her self how to play. She was able to listen to records
and then play the tunes on the piano. Some of them were
Mozart, Bach, along with the popular tunes of the day. I
remember sitting on the piano bench with her. She would
play and we would both sing. I used to love coming home
after school and spend that quality time with her.
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1998. My mother lived for several years and died Feb. 28,
2004. They are both buried in Rossendale, MB, my dad’s
birth place. I am now retired, living in Victoria, BC and
my sister now lives near Keewatin, ON.
My memories of Neepawa are happy ones. I return
every year to visit my old friends and walk around the
streets remembering all the fun we had as kids. The restaurants we would go to as teenagers, ordering a coke float
and chips with gravy, our favourite.

Newspaper clipping – Fire Chief William Henry farewell
party with chief Gerald Parrott

Teachers Mr. McAmmond, Mr. Scott, Miss Faryon
Back Row L-R: Jane Harvey, Dorothy Bolton,
Elsie Petyrinka, Doug Levenick, Robert Grider,
Harvey Jury, Alex Whitmore, Harvey Toy, Stan Hudey,
Norbert Kasprick, Keith McKee, Ron Forsman,
Roland Nice, Alan Waloshon, Fred Piett, Mel McGregor,
John Lushi, Bernice Zinger, Mary Kostenchuk,
Maureen Montgomery
Middle Row: Elaine Murray, Marjorie Hutton,
Carol Hudson, Elaine Cathcart, Sharron Henry,
Joyce Jackson, Pat Fearns, Bev Windus, Marina Dyiks,
Ruth Shaw, Pearl Farough, Phillis Crooks,
Deanna Dymetruk
Bottom Row: Tom Crabbe, Bonar Birnie,
Harry Underwood, Leonard Pritchard, Wayne Johnson,
Gary Harris, Mearle Johnson, Tom Evans,
Frank Arbuckle, Bruce Johnson, Francis Middleton,
Barry McLaughlin, Clifford Sumner.
I remember going to our old school, which is now
Safeway, and playing in the school grounds there at recess.
What a shame that it had to be taken down.
We had to trek to the collegiate, coming home in the
cold winter days for lunch and back again, stopping at
the old Post Office to get warm before we could continue
on.
We used to ride our sleds down the old post office
hill. I remember going to the “nuisance grounds” to play
Cowboys and Indians in the tall prairie grass that was a
high as I was. Why it was called the “nuisance grounds” is
beyond me and I have never figured it out to this day.

Marj Hutton, Pat Fearns, Sharron Henry and Elaine
Murray laying down (1956)
After moving to Winnipeg, we lived there for several
years. My sister married and moved east. I married,
divorced and moved west, with my son. I worked in
Vancouver and lived in a municipality called Delta, just
outside of Vancouver. My parents were growing old and
they opted to move west to join me in 1989. They lived
in Delta with me, until the death of my dad on Jan. 24,
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Carol Hudson, Elaine Murray, Pat Fearns
(Montgomery)
This may be the front of the old elementary school.

Sharron Henry and Luanne Ayres with Roxy Theatre in
background
Neepawa has grown, but there has not been a great
change in the overall atmosphere of the town. It is still a
quiet, peaceful, farming community that everyone can be
proud to be a part of.
Mel Wolko, Mervin Pelky, Francis Middleton,
Ron Docking, Harvey Jury, Jo Evans, Mel McGregor,
Dale Giles

HERMISTON, KEN and DOROTHY
Submitted by Ken and Dorothy
Ken Hermiston is the son of Tom and Marjorie
Hermiston who farmed near Mozart, SK. Ken attended
public school at Haglof School, one mile east of their farm,
and attended high school at Mozart. Upon graduation,
he took training at the Mozart Canadian Pacific Railway
station under the guidance of Mr. Frank Woods, the CPR
Agent. He became employed with the CPR in May, 1947,
and relieved at numerous CPR stations. While at the CPR
station at Provost AB., he met Dorothy, the daughter of
Albert and Bertha England. Ken and Dorothy were married
on Aug. 5, 1948.
We lived at Wilkie, SK. Ken was the swing operator
for CPR between Wilkie and Hardesty, AB until he got a
full-time job as telegraph operator at Kerrobert, SK. Three
of our children: Wendy, David and Heather were born at
Kerrobert.
After 9 years at Kerrobert, we transferred to Dafoe, SK
as CPR Agent. It was a change going to live in a railway
station, in a little hamlet, but we enjoyed the rural community, and being closer to Ken’s parents at the farm, south
of Mozart. Our fourth child Lynanne was born at Lanigan
Hospital while we were at Dafoe.

2nd Row L to R: May Kostenchuk, Jane Harvey,
Sharron Henry,-------, Ruth Shaw ---, ----, Pat Fearns,
-----, Carol Hudson, Marjory Hutton, Elaine Murray
We would all go to the Saturday afternoon matinee
shows at the Roxy Theatre to watch all the old goodies, like Gene Autry, Roy Rogers and Trigger, the only
horse that could outrun a locomotive!!!! Remember Lash
Larue? Remember shows that cost ten cents? My things
have changed, but I have such fond memories of a town
that I dearly loved.
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HILDEBRAND, VIVIAN
I grew up on a farm south of Kenton, MB, the second
daughter of Lewis and Amy Richards (Paterson). Upon
graduating from high school, I enrolled in nurses training
at the Brandon Hospital for Mental Diseases, graduating in 1950. It was at the hospital I met my husband,
Neil, a psychologist, and we married in 1953. Neil and I
raised three sons: Carl, born 1955, married Alison O’Brien
Moran, have two children, Sam and Maeve; Wayne, born
1957, married Leila Paterson, have one son, Robin; and
Glenn, born 1962, married Doris-Anne Wuskynyk, have
two children, Jack and Amy.
Neil and I retired from civil service in 1986, Neil
having served 42 years as director of the psychology
department and myself 37 years nursing. Neil developed
cancer and passed away in 1998.

In 1961, Ken left the railway, and we moved to
Rosetown, SK for 3 months while we built our new home
in Outlook, SK. This is where Ken started a new career
with the Co-operative Public Relations Federation. He was
public relations field man for District #10 Retail Co-ops for
3 years, and then was promoted to field staff supervisor,
and transferred to Regina, SK where he worked for the
Co-op Union of Saskatchewan supervising other PR field
men across the province. He then transferred to Federated
Co-ops to become their regional public relations manager
and then transferred to regional personnel manager.
He decided to try his hand as a retail general manger,
and took training for 5 months at Estevan Co-op. Dorothy
stayed home with the family at Regina to keep the home
fires burning. That winter, we had mountains of snow that
kept her and the kids busy keeping the driveway clear!
In February, 1974 we moved to Outlook, SK again,
where Ken became general manager of the Riverbend
Co-op Association. From there we went to Wetaskawn,
AB in October, 1977, and then to Neepawa in March, 1981
as the Neepawa-Gladstone Co-op general manager. Ken
retired in March, 1988.
We stayed in Neepawa after retirement and are still
here in 2008. During those years Ken served 9 years on
Neepawa town council and 6 years on the regional health
board, as well as doing some relief-work as manager at
a few retail co-ops. We both keep busy with community
activities in Rotary, Inner Wheel and church.
Our family of four all live in Saskatchewan. Wendy
Hermiston lives in Regina and has one son, Ken. David and
wife Myrna live at Unity and have daughter, Lisa and son,
Aaron. Heather and Perry Miller live on their farm north of
Regina and have son, Chad and daughter, Randi. Lynanne
and Dale Avison live in Humboldt and have daughters,
Amie and Jennifer.

I moved to 353 Vivian Street, Neepawa from Brandon
in December, 2003. In the spring of 2004, I opened my
home as a bed and breakfast, called Highland Glen, because
I am situated on “high land” overlooking the Whitemud
River Valley, and “Glen”, an Irish term for valley. I enjoy a
beautiful view here in all seasons. I have welcomed guests
from around the world and from all walks of life. My decision to move here was a positive choice and I can honestly
say “I couldn’t wish for a better community”.
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HILDEBRAND, WAYNE and LEILA

youngest sister Minnie. Mrs. Preston, a wonderful lady,
helped many expectant mothers during those hard years.

Wayne and Leila Hildebrand were married in July,
1985 in Hamiota, MB. They moved to Neepawa the same
month. Wayne moved from Snow Lake, MB (where he
was teaching high school) to work as manager of the
Whitemud Watershed Conservation District, a position he
held until 1998. In 1999, Wayne changed jobs to work as
provincial manager of the Conservation Districts Program.
Leila moved from Brandon where she worked as a travel
agent to work with Gill and Schmall Agencies, where she
continues to work today as an insurance agent. Wayne
has a Bachelor of Science (Hons) degree from Brandon
University and a Master’s degree in Natural Resources
Management from the University of Manitoba. Leila has
a Bachelor of Science degree from BU.
Wayne and Leila first moved to a small house in
Neepawa right beside the Neepawa Curling Club, not fully
comprehending the term “bonspieling”. The next winter,
they moved to a peaceful acreage 4 miles east of Neepawa
in the RM of Langford. In 2004, they build a new home on
acreage beside Lake Irwin in the RM of Langford, where
they currently live.
Their son, Robin James was born at Neepawa Hospital
on Nov. 15, 1989. The falling of the Berlin wall was a
significant world event at this time.
Wayne enjoys community involvement including
2 terms as a school board trustee with Beautiful Plains
School Division, acting 2 terms as board chair (1996-2002),
participating on the Neepawa Area Community Foundation
board (2003-2006), representing ward 4 as municipal
councilor in the RM of Langford (2006 to present) and
serving as a Rotarian.
In December, 2003, Wayne’s mother, Vivian Hildebrand
moved from Brandon to Neepawa. Vivian bought a home
on Vivian Street with a beautiful view overlooking the
Whitemud River Valley to the east. Within the year, Vivian
opened her home as Highland Glen Bed and Breakfast.

Henry and Ada Hindle and horse Daisy delivering milk
in Lancaster, England (circa 1907)
From those pioneer days I have memories of the
following:
– The purchase of a yolk of oxen and a walking plow
that allowed the clearing of the land.
– Grain being hauled across frozen ice of Lake Dauphin
to provide flour from the mill for our family.
– We encouraged our dog to accompany us to frighten
the wolves on our 3 mile walk each day to school.
– Our mother, entering the barn to do milking, once
discovered a stray moose loose in the barn.
– The tedious daily chores such as the pumping of
cold water into cement compartments surrounding cream
in cans to be kept cool before being shipped by train to
Dauphin Creamery.
– Our recovery from whooping cough aided by Mrs.
Preston’s home remedy. Our dad was working 40 miles
away but sensing the severity of our illness, he walked for
2 days to be with us.
The four daughters and their families:
I, Elizabeth, was married to William Evans of
Brookdale in 1934, from this union there were 5 children:
Ada, married to Murray Reed, lives in Calgary. Their sons
are Brian, Barry and Bruce; Tom married Lucy Koraluk,
and lives in Andrew, AB. Their family is Leslie (deceased),
Gail and Donald; Arlyne (deceased – Jan. 10, 1947); Wendy
married George Crooks (now deceased). They raised their
two boys, Greg and Garth in Neepawa; and Betty Lou,
married to Barrie Pierce, lives in Strathclair. Their family
is Dean and Deanna.
In 1970, I married Angus Kozoroski. He passed away
in 1991.
Bessie married Gordon Brennan. Their family is
Darlene, Valerie and Terry. They live in Vegreville, AB.
Bessie died in 1987.

HINDLE, HENRY and ADA
Submitted by Elizabeth Kozoroski
My parents, Ada Jones and Henry Hindle, were married
at St George’s Church in Heywood, England, on Dec 18,
1907. After working on a dairy farm for two years, they
emigrated to Canada. They arrived in Roland, MB, where
dad worked for a farmer. Then dad went to Dauphin and
took out a homestead in the Magnet area where they built
a two-room log home.
The years following were a hardship for my parents,
especially for mother as she was used to a better way of
life. On Feb. 20, 1913, I was born at the home of Mrs.
Preston, a mid-wife. Next was Bessie, then Nellie, and our
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an administrative assistant for six years with the Directors
Guild of Canada. A downturn in the industry resulted in her
being laid off in May, 2007. She’s enjoying the summer
off and will be job hunting in the fall.
Stacey and Leah have grown into beautiful young
women; they both have their Bachelor of Education degrees
and are presently living and teaching in Calgary, AB.
Wayne and Tippi would like to say hello to all their
old friends there and say thank you for making them feel
so welcome and making their time in Neepawa so enjoyable.

Nellie married Lenard Martin (deceased 1972). Their
family is Donna, Gary, Patricia and Darcy. In 1978, Nellie
married Clarence White and they reside in Neepawa.
Minnie married Rex Carter, who died in 1995. Their
family included Marilyn (now deceased), Dorothy, Donald
and Linda. Later, Minnie was married to Hector Burton
and they reside at Onanole, MB.
Mother and Father retired to Neepawa in 1943. They
had a home and land in the north-west area of town from
which they sold milk. Although he was a stonemason,
Father worked at many jobs. After retirement, he worked
at the airport in security, and as custodian at the Bank of
Montreal. He died in 1964, Mother lived until 1974.
Still living in my comfortable home east of Neepawa,
I feel I am one of the lucky ones. Having grown up in the
pioneer days, I am able to appreciate the better things in
life today.

HNIDY, ED and DIANA
Submitted by Diana Hnidy
Diana was born in Neepawa to Mac and Jean Staveckny.
Mac worked as a barber in Neepawa for Jim English, and
later, established his own barbering businesses in Baldur
and Brandon. In Brandon, he started and operated his own
real estate business.
Maternal grandparents – Nykifor and Effie Wasyluk.
Nykifor was a carpenter from Ukraine and helped construct
St. John’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in Neepawa. They
were blessed with six children: Mike, Metro, Ann, Marie,
Nicholas and Jean.
Mike married Florence Antoniuka. He worked at the
Neepawa Salt Plant. Metro married Ann Swereda, and he
also worked at the Neepawa Salt Plant. Ann married Nick
Kawka, he worked at the Neepawa Cemetery and began
shaping the spruce trees as you see them today. Marie
married Wall Raginski, and they owned and operated
Wally’s Jewellers. Nick married Josie Smoluk and was
a town policeman and later, owned and operated Nick’s
Repair Auto Body Shop.
Diana was raised and educated in Brandon, where she
worked for the Bank of Commerce. She met Ed Hnidy and
they were married in 1965 in Brandon. They moved to
Neepawa in July of 1976 and purchased Wally’s Jewellers,
and reside in Neepawa to this date.
Their oldest son, Shawn, was born in Brandon, in
1969. He went to school in Neepawa, and then went to the
University of Manitoba in Winnipeg, where he received his
degree in commerce. He moved to The Pas, MB to work,
where he met his future bride, Dori Morrish and married
in 1996. They own and operate Clean Rite Cleaners. They
have two children: daughter Lindsay and son Colby. Dori
is a teacher in The Pas.
Their youngest son Shane, was born in Brandon in
1975. He was educated in Neepawa and with his love
of hockey, had an opportunity to play in the Western
Hockey League for Swift Current Broncos, and Prince
Albert Raiders, where he finished his career and also
graduated from high school. His hockey dream came

HINKS, WAYNE and TIPPI
Wayne and Tippi Hinks arrived in Neepawa on Nov. 6,
1977 to begin Wayne’s first posting after graduation from
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police Academy in Regina.
Both of them were east coasters and this was their first
experience with the WEST. Fortunately, they had a great
introduction. They lived on Bourke Street for 4 ½ years
before being transferred to The Pas.
Neepawa will always hold a place in their hearts as
their two daughters, Stacey and Leah were born there.
Wayne and Tippi were members of the Kinsmen/Kinettes
where they shared many good times and made many good
friends.

Wayne, Stacey, Tippi and Leah Hinks
After ten years with the force, Wayne resigned and
they headed back in an easterly direction. Two years were
spent in London, ON and then they came back to Nova
Scotia. They presently live in Lower Sackville (just outside
of Halifax) and Wayne works as an accident and claims
investigator with the Halifax Transit System. Tippi, after
many years in banking, switched careers and worked as
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first high school hockey team. He then, played with the
Yellowhead Chiefs midget team and finished his Manitoba
junior hockey career as captain of the Neepawa Natives.
He also juggled working full time at Neepawa Tire during
his three years with the MJHL. He continues to play baseball with the Neepawa Farmers in the Manitoba Senior
Baseball League, and plays hockey with Gladstone in the
Tiger Hills Senior League. Ian is a 2007 graduate of the
U of M with a science degree in agriculture, specializing
in agronomy. His summer employment was crop scouting
for Agricore United at Petrel. After graduating, he worked
a short time with Pioneer Grain and is currently employed
with Eagle Agro Services of Neepawa (Nelson Almey).
Barry and Lorraine’s second son, Gregory Allan, was
born in Neepawa Aug. 19, 1985. His safe delivery was
largely due to his aunty Carol Hockin driving across a
very wet and bumpy field to find Barry to take Lorraine to
the hospital!! (Cell phones were not a given at this time!!)
Greg began his schooling in Brookdale and started Grade
3 in Neepawa. He was also active in baseball and hockey,
as well as high school volleyball and basketball. His love
for baseball enabled him to travel to Prince Edward Island,
Alberta and Saskatchewan for western and national championships. His baseball travels were usually around his
birthday and a visit to the plane cockpit on the PEI trip
(13 birthday) is one of his favorite memories. Greg was a
pitcher on the 2002 Manitoba Youth Team that competed
at the Canada Cup National Championship in Melville,
SK. In 2003, he was a member of the team that won the
Western Canadian championship in Altona, MB and he
was chosen Manitoba midget player of that year. After
graduating from NACI in 2003, Greg studied and played
ball at Malaspina University-College in Nanaimo, BC.
2005 took him to Jamestown College in Jamestown, North
Dakota for more baseball and continued education. He is
currently in his senior year.
Summer and winter travel to baseball and hockey
tournaments created lasting friendships and a whole lot
of fun for both players and parents. Both boys were very
fortunate to have dedicated coaches who taught them the
game as well as good sportsmanship.

true in 2000, when he signed a contract with the National
Hockey League with The Ottawa Senators. He has played
with Nashville, Atlanta and is presently playing with the
Anaheim Ducks. Shane married Michaella Marchenski in
1999, and they have three daughters and one son: Kinnon,
Teagan, Jayna and Zaden.

HOCKIN, BARRY and LORRAINE
Submitted by Lorraine Hockin
Barry was born in Neepawa on Dec. 28, 1953 and is the
older son of Ken and Norma Hockin. He received his early
education at Brookdale and graduated from Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute in 1971. After receiving a diploma in
business administration at Red River Community College
in Winnipeg, Barry was employed at Eaton’s and at a mine
in Leaf Rapids. He returned home in 1975 and farmed for
Sid Brown of Mentmore. In 1978, he bought a half-section
from Bill James and began farming for himself, working
with his father Ken, and brother Allan.
That year proved to be very eventful, as Barry also
married Lorraine Blahitka. She is the third child of Stan
and Martha Blahitka of Neepawa and was born Feb. 23,
1954 in Dauphin. Her family moved to the United States
in 1957 and she received her education at various schools
in Illinois. In 1970, the family moved to Neepawa where
Lorraine graduated from NACI in 1972. After high school,
she worked at the Bank of Montreal in Winnipeg, attended
the University of Manitoba for a couple years, and eventually returned to Neepawa in 1975, where she obtained
employment at Meyers, Norris, Penny and Company, chartered accountants (formerly Horne, Finlayson, Murray and
Co.) In 1990, Lorraine joined Ken Kinley to expand his
Gladstone chartered accountant office to Neepawa. This
office is now Kinley Thomson Chartered Accountants
Inc.
Barry and Lorraine lived in town until 1985, when they
purchased the farm from Harold Hockin on SE 23-13-16
in the Mentmore district. The farm was originally owned
by Barry’s great-grandfather, Frank Hockin. In 1991, Allan
and Barry took over their father’s farming operation. Ken
continues to provide help and valued wisdom daily.
Their first son, Ian Stanley, was born in Neepawa Oct.
8, 1982. He was one of the students of the first kindergarten
class in Brookdale. This class of 2000 made a pledge to be
smoke-free when they graduated. There have been remarkable changes since that time! In 1993, the family moved
back to town. Ian started Grade 6 in Neepawa and graduated from NACI in 2000. He was very active in baseball
and kept his parents busy traveling to practice and tournaments, as well as to Ontario, Saskatchewan, and Alberta
for Western and Canadian Championships. Hockey was his
favorite sport and in 1999, he was a member of NACI’s

Standing: Greg, Ian
Barry, Lorraine
Both Barry and Lorraine retired from curling and golfing – Barry’s farm accident with the power take-off in
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Their daughter Joanna, born in 1982, is starting her
fourth year of nurse’s training at University of Manitoba.
She will hopefully graduate in April, 2007, with a Bachelor
of Nursing degree.
Donald Charles (Carb), our second son, has also made
some major changes in his life since the centennial book.
He was divorced from Valerie in 1993. Don sold the half
section on highway 5 in 1997, and purchased acreage three
miles southeast of Neepawa. He now lives there with partner Charlene Kostenchuck. Charlene has two sons, Shane
and Justin Pastershank. Don has been a councilor in the
RM of Langford since 1987.
His oldest daughter Lisa, married Dean Pottinger in
1994, and they now own Thomas Windows and Glass in
Neepawa. They have three children Alexander (Sandy)
James born June 29, 1995, and identical twin girls JodyRae Anne and Jamie-Lynn Marie born Nov. 30, 1999. All
three are in school at Hazel M. Kellington.
Patrick Charles, born in 1979, lives and works in
Calgary. He usually comes back to pay us a visit at least
once a year.
Laura Colleen, born in 1982, lived in Calgary for
several years, but came back to Brandon to take her licensed
practical nurse at Assiniboine Community College. She
now lives and works in Winnipeg.
Colleen Ruth (1956-1960), our only daughter passed
away from congenital heart disease in Children’s Hospital,
Winnipeg in October, 1960. She is still a treasured memory
in our family.
Grant Heber, our youngest son, has his father’s love
of machinery, and works at Bayes Equipment in Neepawa.
He has one son, Dylan Grant born on Dec. 9, 1996 to him
and Lorrie Parayeski. Grant and Lorrie separated in 2004
and he now lives in Neepawa with partner Colleen Drader
and her two children, Tyler and Jennifer.
We have enjoyed our time in both the RM of Langford
and Neepawa, with our share of both joy and sorrow. I
enjoy our family and friends and keep as active as possible.

1991 coincided with the beginning of the boys’ hectic
schedules. Their volunteering largely revolved around their
sons’ activities and their own sports took a back seat to
enjoying raising a family. Barry served as president and
board member for the curling club and Neepawa Minor
Hockey. When the boys were young, he helped coach
minor ball and hockey. He was secretary-treasurer for
the local United Grain Growers board until the elevator
closed. He faithfully worked Monday night bingo for the
Neepawa Elks until it was discontinued in 2007. At this
time, he is a director for the Manitoba Senior Baseball
League, and continues to be on the Farming for Tomorrow
board. Lorraine served as treasurer for the Roxy Theatre,
Neepawa Minor Ball and Neepawa Natives Booster Club,
and helps with the Neepawa Farmers concession.
A great life so far!!! …

HOCKIN, CHARLES ELMER
Submitted by Vera M. Hockin
Update to the Langford Centennial Book
Since our last history in Langford’s Centennial year,
our family has seen a good many changes. Elmer and I
enjoyed a few more years in our retirement home on Brock
Street, but soon after we celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary in 1999, Elmer developed cancer of the esophagus
and passed away July 7, 2002. He was always the gardener
and “Mr. Fix It”, so I decided the house was too much for
me. I moved into Kinsmen Kourts in November, 2002,
and can watch someone else shovel the snow and mow
the grass. I am on the fourth floor and have a lovely view
across the valley, and in the summer “Julie’s Garden”. I
am quite comfortable, and so far have reasonably good
health. Since our last history write up, I have lost both
my brother Charles McCullough (1993), my sister Gladys
Waters (2002), also Elmer’s brother Doug (1993), his wife
Ila (2003) and Elmer’s sister Ruth Scott (2005).
Robert George (Bob) and his wife Diane moved to
Winnipeg in 2002, when Schwan’s Canada closed. He
now works for a large commercial refrigeration company
in Winnipeg. He and Diane have a lovely home in St. Vital.
Although Diane has a lot of health problems, she manages
to work part time in a boutique on St. Mary’s Road.
Their son Mark, born in 1970, is a journeyman electrician and works for a large electrical company in Winnipeg.
He was married to Stacey Laboissiere of Carman in
November, 2001, and they purchased an acreage west
of Winnipeg. Their son, Hayden Charles, was born June
21, 2003. Unfortunately, Stacey developed a rapid form
of cancer early in 2006, and passed away Apr. 10, 2006.
Mark now finds himself a single parent of an active three
year old. With the help of day care and grandparents he is
managing very well.

HOCKIN, MICHAEL and CINDY
Submitted by Cindy Hockin
Michael was the first born son to Allan and Carol Hockin
(Holmstrom) on Aug. 20, 1977. Michael had a younger
sister, Christine who passed away suddenly in 1995. He
grew up on the family farm in the RM of Langford at SE
15-13-16W. He attended Brookdale Elementary School
and then completed his schooling at Hazel M. Kellington
(HMK) and Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute (NACI).
Michael completed his farm equipment technician diploma
at Assiniboine Community College (ACC) and went on to
become a journeyman farm equipment technician. Michael
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Winnipeg to secure employment. Our two sons, Richard
and Sheldon, were born in Winnipeg. Then we made the
big move back out to the country, choosing Neepawa as
where we would live. Norm worked at Murray’s Garage
and I was a stay-at-home mom. Our daughters, Tina and
Victoria, were born in Neepawa Hospital. In 1972, we
moved and lived in Swan River for about seven months
but came back to Neepawa where we still live. During
our working years, Norm worked at Murray’s Garage as a
mechanic, then got re-educated as an engineer and worked
at Springhill Farms, Gladstone Hospital and Portage la
Prairie Hospital. Pearl worked as a girl-Friday for Johnson
and Glennie Accountants and a health care assistant at
Home Care, We Care and East View Lodge. We also have
a farm in the Plumas area where Norm enjoys working
anytime.
Our family consists of son, Richard with Rita in
Calgary, son Sheldon with Monica and daughter Jerica in
Winnipeg, daughter Tina with John and children Randy,
Jade and Alexis in Lac du Bonnet, and daughter Victoria
with Colin and children Juliana and Alison in Calgary.
We are now enjoying retirement. We have plenty of
time to enjoy the grandchildren and our hobbies especially
square dancing and baseball and curling. Norm keeps
plenty busy with mechanics and all kinds of household
and small appliance repairs and farming.

worked as an agriculture mechanic with Bayes Equipment
in Neepawa, Mazer Implements in Brandon and Mayor
Equipment in Neepawa. Michael is currently enjoying his
career as a precision farming representative with Mayor
Equipment.
Cindy was the third daughter born to Dale and Diana
Evans (Harrower) on Mar. 13, 1977. Her two older sisters
are Karen Jakubowski and Tracey Martin. She grew up
in Franklin until the age of 10 when her family moved
to Neepawa. Cindy attended HMK for elementary school
and completed high school at NACI. After graduation, she
completed her business administration diploma at ACC.
Cindy started her banking career with Beautiful Plains
Credit Union in Neepawa. She then moved to Brandon
and was employed with Westoba Credit Union, where
she started working as a loans officer and completed her
certified financial planning designation. Cindy currently
works for the Royal Bank of Canada in Neepawa as an
account manager.
Cindy and Michael met in junior high and had a
connection ever since. They moved back to Neepawa in
2004. Cindy and Michael were married on Oct. 6, 2007
in the Neepawa United Church.
Michael is a member and sits on the board of the
Neepawa Curling Club. Cindy is active with the Neepawa
United Soccer Association and the Neepawa and Area
History Book. Both Michael and Cindy enjoy the outdoors
and can often be found in their yard working or with their
two dogs, Daxx and Guinness.

HOLLIER, WAYNE and NOREEN
Submitted by Noreen Hollier

HOCKIN, ROY and ELSIE

Wayne and Noreen Hollier (nee Elliot from Grandview,
MB.) and children Karen, Kelvin, Audra and Royce moved
from Russell to Neepawa in 1975, as Wayne had obtained
a teaching position at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute.
The Hollier’s were involved in their children’s sports
and music and the United Church.
In November, 1976, Wayne was charter president of
Kinsman Club and May, 1978, Noreen was president of
the Neepawa Kinettes when they were formed.
In October, 1979, Wayne, Lloyd Cavers and John
Antonik built (owned) the Chicken Corral Restaurant. John
passed away in January, 1986 and later that year Wayne
was sole owner of the restaurant. In 2000, the restaurant
was sold to Dean and Doris Tremaine.
Wayne was on the boards of Kinsmen and Elks when
Kinsmen Kourts and Elks Manor were built, plus the
Lion’s millennium project which was the nursery school.
He was on the board with the construction of Budz ’n
Bloom Daycare Center. At present, Wayne is serving on
the Neepawa Town Council.
Noreen nursed at the Neepawa District Hospital from
1979, until retirement in 2000.

Submitted by Elsie Hockin
We still reside on the farm 24-13-16 better known as
the Coffee House or Elsie’s Diner.
We were fortunate enough to celebrate our 50th anniversary in 2003.
The boys have taken over the farm since Roy retired.
Andy and Shannon live in town. Shannon is still employed
with Dr. Ong. Frank lives on Doug’s farm which they
purchased. He also does carpentry work on the side. Shelly
lives in Winnipeg still employed with Air Canada. Her
daughter Hayley is attending college in Calgary. Erika is
taking her Grade 11.
Health wise we are not too bad.

HOGARTH, NORMAN and PEARL
Submitted by Pearl Hogarth
We grew up in the Plumas area on farms a few miles
from each other. We attended the Plumas elementary and
high schools. Then we did the usual thing of going to
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the Rev. Dennis Roberts and interment was in Riverside
Cemetery. A stained glass window was installed in the
church in memory of loved ones. The family was very
active in the church with Ruby having taught Sunday
school for a number of years.
The family had a cottage on Goldenrod Street East in
Clear Lake and many happy summers were spent there.
The cottage was later taken over by their daughter, Aynsley,
and her husband, Reg Helwer and family of Brandon.
In 1959, George and Ruby built their first home on 602
First Avenue, and then in 1972, built their second home
at 328 Lily Street overlooking Park Lake. They enjoyed
many happy years in Neepawa.
The firm merged with Meyers Norris Penny and Co. in
1975, and the family moved to Brandon in 1976. George
retired from Meyers Norris Penny in 1985, and moved to
Winnipeg to be closer to family.
During retirement, George and Ruby traveled to
Australia and New Zealand and moved to Victoria, BC
in 1997 to enjoy the milder winters. In 2005, George and
Ruby returned to Brandon, where they now reside and are
close to Aynsley, Reg and their children.
In 2006, George and Ruby established the family fund
as a way of giving to the community where his business
began and prospered, and also to commemorate the many
happy years the family lived in the Neepawa area.

Daughter Karen nurses at Hillcrest Home in Brandon.
Her husband Matt McCarty, is a business man in the building trade. They have two sons, Tain and Troy.
Son, Kelvin is teacher/principal at NACI and has three
daughters, Brandice, Kensie and Brette.
Daughter Audra teaches Grade 6 at Hazel M. Kellington
School, while her husband Mark Rainka teaches at NACI.
They have two sons, Will and Ben.
Son Royce and wife Sherri (Osborne from Russell)
are teaching in Morden. They have two children, Kassia
and Rylan.
We are active in our grandchildren’s lives and still
involved in the community. Camping and other outdoor
activities, as well as travel, round out a very active retirement lifestyle.

HORNE, GEORGE A. and RUBY
Submitted by Ruby Horne
George was born and raised in Winnipeg, and his wife,
Ruby, was born in Australia.
In 1940, George enlisted in the RCASC (Royal
Canadian Army Service Corps) and served for over five
years in Canada, the United Kingdom, Italy and northwest
Europe. He was discharged in 1946. Three years later, he
met Ruby, who had come to Winnipeg to visit relatives.
George and Ruby were married in 1951.
George and Ruby, and their son, George Jr., came to
Neepawa in 1954 and took up residence in the Churchill
Block. George set up his office in 1955 as a chartered
accountant in the Harry Smith Block adjacent to the town
hall. In 1960, George purchased the McDonald Block on
Hamilton Street where the office remained until 1975,
when there was a fire in the building. George also had
an office in Carberry and Gladstone, and traveled there
once a week.
George was instrumental in assisting in the setting
up of many groups in Neepawa, namely: Neepawa Area
Development Corp., East View Lodge, Neepawa Investment
Club, Neepawa Canvas Works Ltd., and Neepawa Area
Foundation, which was later taken into the Beautiful Plains
Community Foundation Inc.
Ruby and George were very active in the community,
especially in the Order of the Eastern Star, and George in
the Masonic Lodge. Ruby assisted in the development of
the Toastmistress Club, and served in the Neepawa 4-H
Club. Ruby was a great help to George in the office over
the years, and he credited much of his success to her efforts
and judgments.
St James Anglican Church was the family church in
which their children Howard, Aynsley, Heather and John
were baptized. George (Jr.) was baptized in St. Mary’s
Church, Virden. Baby John’s funeral service was taken by

HOWARD, HERBERT and VERNA
Submitted by Hazel Watson
Herbert Harley Howard and Verna Ellen Alfreda
McGuffin were united in marriage at Gladstone, MB., on
Mar. 5, 1924.
Dad had emigrated from Stradbroke, Suffolk, England
in 1910, along with some other family members. Mother
was born and raised on a homestead farm at Glenella, MB.
Her parents came there from Thorndale, ON.
The first years of their married life, were spent at
Kenora, ON. Dad had employment at the paper mill there.
These were very good years for them, and their first three
children were born there, a son and twin girls.
In the fall of 1930, they left Kenora, ON., and moved
to Riding Mountain, MB. They spent the next years
1930-1949 farming. In those years, five more children
were added to their family. Mum and Dad worked very
hard and sacrificed a lot for their children, but they were
very proud of their family.
In 1949, they sold their last farm, and moved into
the village, to be the postmasters there. They finally had
a comfortable home, enjoying the conveniences of electricity, a furnace, and indoor plumbing of sorts. Mother
had been a school teacher, prior to her marriage, so really
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did we realize, in those happy days, Dad’s time with us,
would be so short. In January, 1976 he passed away at
81 years.
Mother continued to live at Rainbow Lodge until just
a few weeks before her passing Mar. 10, 1995, at the age
of 91 years.
Mother and Dad were loving parents, and we remember and honor them with deep respect and love.
For the history of this book, I will record the names,
birthdates and spouses of each of their eight children:
Stanley Herbert (Muriel Smith), Mar. 11, 1925; Muriel
Ada (Carman Lindsay, Foss Taylor), Nov. 30, 1927; Betty
Mae (Wilbert Buchanan), Nov. 30, 1927; Doreen Verna
(John Hildebrandt), Sept. 7, 1931; Ardell Jean (Dudley
Ford), Aug. 6, 1933; Hazel Irene (Harry Watson), Sept. 22,
1936; Katherine Elizabeth (John Huband), Feb. 4, 1940
and Ernest Lloyd (Doreen Day), Nov. 12, 1942.
At the writing of this history (February, 2007), all eight
children, are still enjoying reunions. We are so fortunate
to be still together. Some of us have lost our partners, so
in regret, we record this:
Carman Lindsay, Dec. 10, 1979; Foss Taylor, Oct.
17, 1998; Wilbert Buchanan, Oct. 3, 1989; Harry Watson,
Nov. 9, 2000; John Huband, Dec. 27, 2001 and Doreen
Howard, Aug. 9, 2004.
Mum and Dad’s family has grown to twenty grandchildren, thirty-five great grandchildren and twelve great great
grandchildren. Note: this does not include the spouses of
the grandchildren and great grandchildren and extended
families.
In memory we record untimely deaths of: Ron Bilous
– Muriel’s son-in-law – 1988; Rain Bilous – Muriel’s
great-grandson – 2001; Rosemary Hildebrandt – Doreen’s
daughter-in-law – 2004; Karen Martinsen – Katherine’s
daughter – 2001 and Wayne Lindsay – Muriel’s son –
2007.
“We Have Been Blessed”

enjoyed her work. In 1951, they decided to move to British
Columbia, with their two youngest children.

From May, 1951 to December, 1955, they worked at
Langley and Chilliwack but returned to live at Neepawa.
Some of their family was living in that area, so they
decided to be near them. They bought a house on Davidson
Street. Dad was able to get his third class engineer papers,
necessary to be employed as caretaker, at the Neepawa
Memorial Hospital. He worked there eight years. On the
sideline, besides keeping the hospital lawns and flowers
nice, he also tended the yards of several town residents.
He loved to work with shrubs and flowers. Some that come
to mind, are Eric and Fran Holland, the McDougalls, the
Batters, just to name a few. Mother had surgery in 1961,
for the removal of a very large goiter. Many people still
remember her.
Ernest, their youngest child, finished his education
at Neepawa Area Collegiate, and started his work years
at local businesses, namely Williams Grocery and Anglo
Canadian Oils.
In 1967, they decided to spend the winter months in
British Columbia. By now, three of the children and families were living there. However, they decided to stay on,
and for the next couple of years, did caretaking work. In
1969, they retired. After several moves, they settled at
Langley, BC,., in the Alder Building at Rainbow Lodge.
In 1974, they visited here, and all the family helped
them celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary. Little

HOWARD, ROSS and VIVIANNE
Submitted by Vivianne Howard
I, Vivianne Howard, am the daughter of Carl and
Bertha Riddell.
Carl passed away on Mar. 5, 1987. Bertha passed away
on Oct. 3, 2000. They are resting peacefully in Arden
Cemetery.
My husband, Ross Howard, is the son of Walter and
Jean Howard. Walter passed away on May 3, 1988. Jean
passed away on Sept. 2, 1997. They are resting comfortably in Riverside Cemetery.
The following is continued from the 1984 edition of
the Lansdowne Legacies.
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Our son, Devin completed his schooling at NACI
and graduated in 1994. While attending NACI he worked
as a cook at Chicken Corral. He enjoyed power skating,
curling and baseball. He was a member of the rink that
represented NACI at Zone Playdowns. From September,
1994 – May, 1996 he attended Assiniboine Community
College in Brandon where he received his diploma in
business administration. In 1997, he was hired as a warehouse/delivery person at Dufresne Furniture in Brandon.
In 2000, he was promoted to warehouse manager. Devin
is presently residing in Brandon and working at Dufresne
Furniture and Appliances as warehouse manager and floor
co-ordinator.

HOWE, RONALD HAROLD

In 1990, I transferred to Brookdale School as principal
and teacher of Grades 1-2. A few years later, kindergarten
was added to the work load. I retired from teaching in
1996, thus ending a career of 34 years.
Ross worked as a mechanic for 41 years. Over the
years the business changed owners many times. He started
working for Lees’ Truck and Implement, then Plains Farm
Equipment, followed by Agri-Ease Equipment, changing
to Case IH, and presently Mayor Equipment from which
he retired in 2002.
We presently reside in Neepawa. We both enjoy camping and spend the summer at Sportsman’s Park. On July 1,
2006 we celebrated our 40th wedding anniversary.
Ross enjoys woodworking and reading. I enjoy reading, embroidery work, curling, and playing bridge. I am
a member of United Church Women, Unit 4. Ross is a
member of Neepawa Elks Lodge.
Our daughter, Debbie, graduated from Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute in 1990. While attending NACI she
worked as a waitress at the Chicken Corral. She also
enjoyed figure skating and curling. She skipped a rink
that represented NACI in Zone Playdowns.
Debbie attended Brandon University where she
received her Bachelor of Education in 1995. During her
university years, she worked at the Young Men’s Christian
Association as a receptionist and later a life guard and
gym instructor for the preschool programs. She later was
employed as a receptionist for Total Eye Care in Brandon
where she received her optometric assistant certificate.
In 1996, she was hired as a teacher’s assistant at
Fairway Colony. Later, she was hired as a part time teacher
at the Colony. In 1999, she moved to Winnipeg where she
worked for Mini School, teaching kindergarten. In 2002,
she was hired as a term teacher for Grade 6 at La Salle
School. The following year she was hired full time to teach
Grade 8 at La Salle.
Debbie is presently living in Winnipeg with her significant other, Dwayne and teaching in La Salle.

Ron Howe was born Mar. 22, 1931 to Harold and
Anne. He went to Oakdale and Inkerman Schools. On
June 17, 1950, he married Lila Montgomery from Arden,
MB. They were married in the Arden United Church.
Together, they lived in Neepawa and Ron was employed
at Fenwick’s Store. He then went on to the petroleum
industry and remained there for all of his employment.
British American Oil Company became Anglo, and later
Gulf Servico.
Ron was active in the men’s curling league in Neepawa.
He served as vice-president. Ron and Lila were members
of the Neepawa United Church. They were both active in
the Elks and Royal Purple. Ron’s curling within the Elks
won him a trip to Prince Rupert for the Corby Cup. They
did not win the cup, but still talk of the fun and friends they
made on that trip. Pictures of his curling team still hang in
their summer kitchen. Anyone who asks about the picture,
will enjoy the memories that Ron and Lila have. Ron was
known well in the “Snake Pit” of the old curling rink. His
children always thought he was the president of the place,
as he was always the last to leave as they sat on the steps
waiting for him.The Beautiful Plains School Division had
Ron as a trustee. Ron also was a member of the Rotary
Club of Neepawa. Ron and Lila moved to Dauphin in
1970. After being away from Neepawa for several years,
Ron visited Neepawa with a friend who was heard to have
said, “ Ron even found people in the washroom to talk to,
and that he had worked or curled with, or served on some
executive.” His family will all agree with this, no matter
where he is, he will find someone who knows someone
in Neepawa.
Ron and Lila have three children:
Beverly (Apr. 11, 1954) married Anthony Magalas
Sept. 22, 1973 in Dauphin, MB. They have 2 children, Dana
(Lance Jumaga) and Jarret (Julie), and to date 3 grandchildren; Jonas and Evleen Jumaga and Kailey Beverley
Magalas. Beverly graduated from the St. Boniface School
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of Nursing in 1972. Since this time, she is employed within
the nursing field. Beverly is presently the surgical coordinator for the Alberta Workers Compensation Board.
Beverly has been with the WCB for many years, serving
in several different departments. Beverly and Tony reside
in West Hawk, west of Edmonton, AB.
Loraine (Apr. 16, 1956) married Cornel Stuart Nov.
8, 1975, also in Dauphin. They have 1 son, Chad (Jill
Martin). Loraine was always remembered as the “one”
with the bad heart. Loraine graduated from Red River
Community College dental assisting program in 1980. She
is presently the orthodontic treatment coordinator of ACP
Orthodontics. Loraine and Cornel live in Winnipeg.
Brian (Sept. 15, 1961) married Ann-Marie Green
Feb. 19, 1994 in Spruce Grove, AB. They have 2 children: Michael (Kelly Daigle) and Melisa (Michael
Chirrsky). Brian graduated from Cornwall, ON School for
Environment Canada. He has been almost every place that
has weather in Canada. Brian is the chief of atmospheric
monitoring for Environment Canada. He’s the first Howe
to be a “CHIEF”.
Ron was transferred with Gulf Servico to Dauphin,
1970. In 1971, Ron became the service station manager
at Dauphin Co-op, and remained until 1985. Ron and Lila
semi retired and moved to Portage la Prairie. In Portage
la Prairie, they were hired as superintendents of the Odd
Fellows Towers. Ron and Lila took superintendents to
a whole new level for the residence of this block. They
were known to all the residence as caretakers, caregivers, social workers, chauffeurs, entertainment committee,
bingo callers, and friends. This position provided them
the experiences for many lasting friendships. During this
time, they were also members of the Rebeccas and Odd
Fellows. Ron and Lila both guarded at the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police detachment and drove patients for Central
Plains Cancer Care. Ron and Lila still make Portage la
Prairie their second home during the summer months, with
a seasonal site at the Creekside Campground. Their children all know that they are the elders of the campground
and are looked after by all that camp there. Very few campers get in and out without some contact with the pair. Ron
and Lila consider some of the seasonal campers to be their
own children. They have packed up people and taken them
to the hospital or Country Festival, given advice around a
camp fire, and meals to the weary. The campers indicate
to their kids that Ron and Lila have the best stories and
get people laughing so hard.
Ron and Lila retired in 1994. March, 2006, they moved
to Winnipeg. They presently live in Appleton Estates. Yes,
Ron found someone who was a shirt tail relative or is a
relative of his from Neepawa within no time. You can take
the boy out of Neepawa, but you can not take Neepawa
away from the boy.

Standing:
Tony Magalas; Lance Jumaga; Cornel Stuart;
Dana Jumaga; Loraine Stuart; Chad Stuart;
Bev Magalas; Brian Howe; Ann-Marie Howe;
Dave Bennet; Cam Bennet; Craig Bennet;
Julie Magalas; Jarret Magalas.
Seated:
Lila Howe; Evleen Jumaga; Jonas Jumaga; Ron Howe;
Tanner Bennet; Alexa Bennet; Myra Bennet;
Tannis Bennet; Jaqueline Bennet; Leighton Bennet.
Missing:
Jill Martin; Kailey Magalas

HUBAND, JOHN and KATHERINE
Submitted by Katherine Huband (nee Howard)
I was the seventh child born to Herbert and Verna
Howard in Riding Mountain, MB. I lived on a small farm
west of Riding Mountain until 1949, when my family
moved into the village to take over the post office. I started
school in 1946 in the old school until the new school was
built. I completed Grade 5 and then my parents decided
to move to British Columbia. We arrived by train at Fort
Langley in July of 1951. My father had difficulty finding
steady work in the area. The opportunity of a caretaking
job came up in Chilliwack, BC. We moved there in the
middle of my Grade 6 year. Dad secured employment
at the Chilliwack United Church. I completed Grades 6
through 9 and then returned to Neepawa, MB where I
gained employment in several places including Fleger’s
Store, Bray’s Grocery, Osborne Home, Rey’s Cleaners and
Robinson Store. I met my future husband, Jack Huband
while working at Rey’s Cleaners. Jack had moved off the
Huband farm in Hallboro and was employed as a driver
salesman at Rey’s.
Jack was a veteran of World War II, serving from 1942
to 1946. He saw action in England, Algiers, Italy, Belgium
and Holland. He re-enlisted after the war at Shilo, MB
from 1948 to 1951 and took parachute training and made
several jumps. Jack’s father became quite ill and could
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“Child Daycare Centre”. They are both active in church
activities.

not continue farming, so Jack left the army to take over
farming for his father. He stayed on the farm until a back
injury forced him to quit. The farm was sold and he and
his mother moved to Neepawa.
In 1958, I married Jack and we settled in Neepawa
until 1964, when we decided to sell our home on 5th
Avenue and move to Chilliwack, BC.

Kathy – 65th birthday 2005
Jack and Kathy – 1998
Jack and I, along with Brian moved to Chilliwack in
April of 1996. Jack had a heart attack in 1979 and took
early retirement. His health continued to decline and after
open heart surgery and two strokes he passed away in
December, 2001.
I am living in my new apartment now on Edward Street
in Chilliwack at the time of writing this in November,
2006.

Our first child, a son, was born on Aug. 3, 1960. We
named him Garth Michael. Our daughter Karen Elizabeth
was born Mar. 3, 1963. Our third child, a son, Brian John
was born after we moved to BC in 1973 on June 11 at
Surrey Memorial Hospital.
Upon arriving in Chilliwack, we found ourselves
unemployed. We worked for the postal service for the
Christmas season. We moved to Surrey and were able to
get work at Woodlands School which was run by the BC
Government. We resided in Surrey from 1965 to 1990.
Our three children were raised and educated in the Cedar
Hills area.
Our son, Garth became a registered nurse. He received
his training at the College of New Caledonia in Prince
George. While training, he met and married his wife,
Lydia Beuckert from Fort St. John, BC. They now live
in Ponoka, AB with their two children, Laura Ellen born
in March, 1995 and Jonathan Michael born in November,
1996. They are both employed in Ponoka General Hospital
and Wetaskwin, AB.
Karen met and married Joe Martinsen of Langley,
BC while attending Bible College in Abbotsford. They
married in July, 1983. They have three children: Ryan in
1985, Dayna in 1987 and Devon in 1991. Karen contracted
cancer and passed away in February, 2001. She and her
husband pastored several churches in northern British
Columbia. She was loved by all who knew her.
Our son, Brian lives in Sardis, BC with his wife
Nicole. They were married in 2003. Brian works for
Helton Industries in Abbotsford, BC and Nicole runs her

HULME, LYLE and MARY
William Lionald “Lyle” Hulme, originally from
Brandon, MB married Mary Ethel Crabbe. Mary was
the daughter of Samuel and Mary Elizabeth Crabbe (nee
Cameron) and sibling to Esther, Florence (Rutledge),
George, Edith (North) and Arthur. Mary’s family lived on
a farm just three miles west of Neepawa. Due to health
problems as a young child, she was raised primarily by her
Grandpa and Grandma Cameron in Neepawa. She attended
Stoney Creek School and then Neepawa Collegiate. After
graduation, Mary went to Brandon Normal School and
became a teacher. She taught at Mountain View School just
north of Neepawa and often mentioned the salary of $400
a year for which she was expected to be the best dressed
young woman in the area. Many times she woke up in the
morning with ice in the wash basin where she boarded
at the Smith farm north of Neepawa. In the meantime,
she met Lyle, who was a Massey-Harris salesman, who
traveled about the country selling farm machinery and
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television repair. Later, he worked for Manitoba Hydro
and attained his journeyman status. In 1971, he took over
the family business, Rutledge Garage, which he managed
until his retirement in 1997.
In 1972, Robin married Lois Nicholson. Lois was the
daughter of Jack and Dorothy Nicholson. She was also
born and raised near Neepawa and attended school in
Neepawa. After high school graduation, Lois obtained her
registered nurses training at Misericordia Hospital and her
public health certificate from the University of Manitoba.
Lois worked in public health in Treherne, Carberry and
Neepawa.
Robin and Lois retired in the mid 1990s and spend the
winter months in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico and the summers
between their home in Neepawa and their cottage at Kerr
Lake. Robin and Lois have two boys, Lionel Martin,
born May 21, 1977 and Russell William, born June 30,
1978. Martin graduated from U of M with a Bachelor of
Commerce degree. Martin married Leanne (nee Price) in
2006. They reside in Winnipeg where Martin works for
Great West Life Assurance Company and Leanne teaches
for Winnipeg School Division. Martin and Leanne have a
baby girl, Kaitlyn Makenzie, born June 27, 2007. Russell
is a licensed electrician, who, after living and working in
Fort McMurray, AB, graduated from the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police Academy in Regina in April, 2007. Russell
is married to Kristen (nee Middleton). They are currently
posted to Ladysmith, BC and have a son Ethan McGregor
who was born Mar. 26, 2007.

happened to venture onto the Crabbe farm to sell machinery to Mary’s father.
They courted for several years in the “dirty thirties”
and married on Dec. 18, 1937. A gift from Lyle at that
time, was a beautiful feather tick which the family still has
and uses at the cottage. Mary and Lyle lived in Winnipeg
for several years and during World War II, Lyle served in
the Royal Canadian Air Force in Rivers, where he taught
navigation skills to the young air force personnel. After the
war, they moved to Neepawa, where Lyle continued to sell
Massey-Harris machinery until the untimely death of his
brother-in-law, Herb Rutledge. Herb’s wife Florence (nee
Crabbe) and Lyle began a business partnership in which
they operated Rutledge Garage. Lyle and Mary have two
children: Lionel Robin, born in 1946 and Lesley Lynne,
born in 1949.
Lyle served the community of Neepawa in many
capacities including town councilor for many years, as well
as serving on the hospital board, East View Lodge board
and as an active member of the Lion’s Club for many years.
He also served on the provincial Manitoba Motor Dealers
Association board. Mary was a stay-at-home mom and
was actively involved with the United Church Women and
teaching Mission Band when the children were little.
For many years the Hulme family enjoyed a trailer in
the old campground at Clear Lake. One weekend in the
early 1960s, while attending a wedding at Mountain Road,
Lyle happened upon Kerr Lake. He was taken by its natural
rustic beauty and quickly talked three other local businessmen into investing some money in a venture to purchase
some of the land surrounding the lake. Lyle, Lawrence
Hurrell, Lawrence Hargreaves and Mike Rubachuk formed
a partnership and purchased the land. Over the next few
years, a lot of hard work went into the development of the
property into cottage lots and building their cottages. Kerr
Lake was the fulfillment of his dream.
After retirement in the early 1970s, Lyle and Mary
spent winters in Mesa, Arizona, summer weekends at the
cottage at Kerr Lake and the days in between Lyle could
be found on the Neepawa Golf Course.
Mary died in February, 1996, the first winter they had
not gone to Arizona, and Lyle in July, 1998. For no apparent reason, the power went off at Kerr’s Lake that day. A
coincidence? We don’t think so.

HUNTER, GARTH and DARLENE
Submitted by Darlene Hunter
Joseph Garth was born to Peter and Jean Hunter of
the Sinclairville district on Dec. 11, 1951 at Neepawa
District Memorial Hospital. He began his school years at
Sinclairville School, Grades 1-8 before taking Grade 9 at
Arden School. Grade 10 through to graduation he took at
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. Upon graduation, Garth
turned his part time job at the Texaco Hi-Way Service
Station in Neepawa into a life’s career. He started his
apprenticeship as a mechanic under the guidance of Clay
Gault at the station; his class time was spent in Brandon
at Assiniboine Community College where he wrote his
exams becoming a journeyman mechanic in 1976.
In 1972, Garth married Sherry Darlene Simon who
was also born at the Neepawa Hospital to Jack and Beryl
Simon. Together, they took over the lease of the service
station where they both worked. Darlene also worked as
a nurse’s aide at East View Lodge until moving over to
work at the Neepawa Hospital. When they terminated the
lease with Texaco, Garth worked at Wieland Chev Olds
as a service advisor for a few years. This not being his

HULME, ROBIN and LOIS
Lionel Robin Hulme was born in the Neepawa Hospital
on Jan. 1, 1946, to Lyle and Mary (nee Crabbe) Hulme.
Robin attended school in Neepawa. In high school, Robin
excelled in track and field, played in the Lions Band and
enjoyed his horses. After high school, he went to Red
River Community College and took a course in radio and
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Kingston, ON. Ron married Judith Ivatt and they have 2
daughters, Christine and Stephanie.
Jackie received her Bachelor of Teaching degree from
Brandon University and later, her post baccalaureate in
education from University of Manitoba. She married Ron
Kilburn of Neepawa and together raised 3 daughters:
Raegan, Amy and Jillian. (see Kilburn entry).
Jennette moved west and worked in Calgary at a security company. She married Doug Lewis of Swift Current,
SK. They have retired to live in Strathmore, AB.
Ken worked in roofing in British Columbia, Co-ops
in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta before joining
Schwan’s. Ken married Linda Carter of Brookdale and
they have 3 children, Mark and twins Michael and Melanie.
When Schwan’s left Canada, Ken and Linda moved with
it to Sedalia, Missouri. Ken is their regional manager in
that area at this time.

choice of work, Garth went back to work as a mechanic
for the Jonsson family at North End Auto Parts. In 1985,
they purchased the business and continued to operate it
until they moved to Kamloops, BC in 1991. In BC, Garth
worked as an instructor at the University College of the
Caribou and Darlene worked at Royal Inland Hospital in
the operating rooms. In 1997, we chose to move back to
Neepawa where Garth is a mechanic at Performance Brake
and Exhaust. Darlene worked at the new Dairy Queen for
eight and one half years and is currently employed with
Piston Ring Service in Neepawa. Garth is also serving
his third term as a school trustee with Beautiful Plains
School Division.
In 1972, their only child, Christina Lynn was born at
Neepawa Hospital. Chrissy took all of her schooling in
Neepawa, moving to Calgary in 1989. Here she worked
for Federated Co-op. It was here she met Fred Chan and
they were married in Neepawa in 1992. Their only child,
Sherry Lynn was born Sept. 9, 1993. Chrissy and Sherry
moved to Neepawa in 1997 where Chrissy runs her own
hairdressing shop and Sherry is currently in Grade 8 at
NACI.

HUNTER, PETER and JEAN
Submitted by the family

HUNTER, JACQUES and MABEL
Submitted by Jackie Kilburn
Jacques (1909-1980) and Mabel (1916-2000) Hunter
retired to Neepawa from Carman, MB in 1963. Even though
Jacques had polio, he decided to return to work at the
Beaver Lumber and then the Co-op in the lumber department. Jacques and Mabel raised nine children (Carmen,
Dennis, Ellen, Joyce, Carol, Ronald, Jacqueline, Jennette,
and Kenneth). The four youngest moved with them to
Neepawa. Carol (worked at Strock Hardware) and Ron,
Jackie, Jennette and Ken attended school in Neepawa.
Carmen (married Carolyn Kreuger and have one son
Kelly) worked in Winnipeg and currently lives there.
Dennis (married Sharon Baisley and have 3 daughters:
Kristen, Natalie, Sherry) worked with Manitoba Pool in
various locations and resides in Selkirk.
Ellen (married Jack Williams, now deceased), and
have 2 daughters: Denise and Arlie and farmed in the
Miami-Morden area where she still lives.
Joyce (married Duncan Colin Stewart, and have daughter Diane, and son Colin) worked in Prince George, BC.
area. They have now retired to Miami, MB.
Carol married Clayton Chaloner and together they
owned and operated the local paper at Russell and
Grandview. They retired to Grandview.
Ron attended Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute
but left Grade 12 to join the Air Force. After 5 years,
he returned to Neepawa to finish his Grade 12 and then
went on to obtain his mechanical engineering degree at

Peter was born Sept. 2, 1924 on the family farm
in the RM of Lansdowne, the only son of Stephen and
Helen (Richardson) Hunter. Jean was born May 3, 1928
in the Union district, the daughter of William and Hazel
(Buchanan) Griffith. They were married Sept. 29, 1950 at
Gladstone, MB. Peter and Jean settled on the Hunter farm
where they raised five children:
Joseph Garth was born Dec. 11, 1951 in Neepawa. He
married Darlene Simon on Jan. 29, 1972 and they have
one daughter, Christina Lynn, born May 9, 1972. Chrissy
married Fred Chan in 1992 and they have one daughter, Sherry Lynn, born Sept. 9, 1993. Garth and Darlene
reside in Neepawa, as do Chrissy, partner Buck Farrant
and Sherry.
Peter Brent was born Mar. 21, 1955 in Neepawa. Brent
lives on the family farm.
Tannis Jean was born Nov. 2, 1958 in Neepawa. She
married Jim Brown on May 15, 1976 and they have two
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and have three children: Kelly, Robbie and Craig. Dennis
served in World War II, and after his discharge from the
Royal Canadian Engineers in 1946, apprenticed with Bill
Dalton’s Plumbing and Heating for 5 years. In 1952, he
bought Walt Mathew’s business and ran it until 1979, when
he sold it to Merv Kuharski. He continued to do sheet
metal work until 1999. Kathleen is a homemaker. Both
are active bowlers.
Glen married Stella and they have a son, Robert of
Victoria. Robert was the custodian of Central School in
Neepawa for 13 years, and then worked at the salt plant
and on road construction. He passed away in 1966. Annie
was a homemaker and she passed away on Apr. 7, 1992.
Glen served in World War II with the Navy, and upon his
discharge in 1946; he worked with a plumbing and heating business in Flin Flon. He went to work as a plumbing
inspector with the federal government in Wainwright, AB,
Vernon and Victoria, BC, where he retired.
The only grandchild to stay in Neepawa is Grant.
He worked various jobs until 1988, when he opened a
barbershop “Hymie the Haircutter”. He was awarded the
Citizen of the Year in 2005, for his volunteer work with the
church, various youth sports organizations and the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police. He has played hockey, baseball,
basketball, football and golf and has been active with the
Kinsmen and Rotary clubs and his church.

children. Tannis Lynn was born Sept. 25, 1976 and married
Morgan Birnie on Aug. 14, 1999. They have one son,
Colter Vance James, born Feb. 19, 2004 in Kingstown, St
Vincent and The Grenadines. Morgan and Tannis Lynn live
east of Neepawa. Michael James was born Aug. 31, 1978
and currently lives in Winnipeg. Tannis and Jim reside in
Neepawa.
Stephen Wade was born Apr. 11, 1961 in Neepawa.
He married Michelle Eng on June 24, 1989 and they have
two daughters. Kayla Dawn was born Aug. 7, 1991 and
Synnova Lynn was born Feb. 15, 1995. Wade, Michelle,
Kayla and Synnova reside on the family farm.
Alayne Faye was born June 30, 1963 in Neepawa. She
married Murray (Dunc) Tibbett on Dec. 11, 1982, and they
have three sons. Kirk Duncan was born Apr. 1, 1987 and
lives in Neepawa. Drew Maclean was born May 12, 1989
and Devin Layne was born July 14, 1992. Dunc, Alayne,
Drew and Devin live west of Neepawa.
Peter passed away suddenly on Nov. 22, 2006. Jean
resides on the family farm.

HURRELL, ROBERT and ANNIE
Robert Hurrell and his brother Harry emigrated to
Canada from New Market, Suffolk, England in 1910 and
settled in Arden. His wife to be, Annie Smith, emigrated to
Canada with her parents and six siblings from Aberdeen,
Scotland in 1911 and also settled in Arden. Robert and
Annie were married in 1915 and lived in and around
Neepawa for all of their married lives. They have four
children: Lawrence “Pete”, Rhoda, Dennis and Glen.
Lawrence “Pete” married Grace Brooks of Strathclair
and have two children: Lorraine (Malcom Burt) from
MacGregor, MB with their two boys: Gavin and Bryce;
and Marilyn.
Lawrence served in World War II with the Royal
Winnipeg Rifles hitting the beaches of Normandy during
the D-Day invasion. Upon his discharge, he purchased
Sam Seaborn’s Bakery and ran it until 1973. He passed
away in 1986. He was active in town politics, as councilor
from 1953-1956, appointed councilor July – September,
1957, councilor 1969-1970, and Mayor from 1975-1978.
He was a long time Shriner. Grace was a homemaker and
resides in Winnipeg.
Rhoda married John McKee of Winnipeg and they have
three children: Maureen Freedman of Orlando, Florida,
Judy of Winnipeg and Jeri (Eugene Kostrya) of Winnipeg.
She remarried to Wilf Cansdale, after her husband John’s
passing and they resided in Matlock until her passing in
November, 1998.
Dennis married Kathleen Kolesar of Springhill area
and they have two children: Debbie of Winnipeg and
Grant “Hymie” who married Jo-Anne Suski of Neepawa

HUTCHINSON, DR. HARRIS and ALICE
Submitted by Dr. Barry Hutchinson
Dr. Harris Hutchinson and his wife, Alice settled in
Arden in 1928 as a country doctor. Four children were
shortly forthcoming. Harris graduated from the Faculty of
Medicine at the University of Manitoba and was the son
of a Winnipeg doctor.
Alice Hutchinson was the daughter of Thomas Sharpe,
a Winnipeg contractor who served as mayor of Winnipeg in
the early 1900s and was an Irish immigrant. Transportation
was a major problem for a country doctor. My father
favored a snow plane over a snowmobile for winter travel
to the patients. Many of these vehicles were likely privately
made. However, the Museum of Western Development in
Moose Jaw has records on two major varieties. Mr. Karl
Lorch has kindly provided his monograph on the snow
plane he developed and which my dad used. The exerpt
“Trip to Manitoba” (January, 1939) helps characterize the
life of my parents at that time; the photo of a three ski
mode would be reminiscent to many people in the area.
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1936-37 Model Snowplane
Trip to Manitoba – January 1936
Taken from “The Lorch Snowplane Story”
Karl E. Lorch was the inventor and builder of the
Lorch Snowplanes during the years 1928-36. Lorch tells
the following story:
“Dr. Harris Hutchinson from Arden ordered a
Snowplane which I was to deliver. At the time it was
ready for delivery I received an inquiry from the Manitoba
Government asking about the capabilities of Snowplanes.
They said they would pay all expenses if I would demonstrate a snowplane to the Dept. of Fisheries and if suitable
they would purchase one or more. Dad and I left on a
Monday morning with two Snowplanes via Binscarth and
No. 4 highway. We made good time to Binscarth. From
there on, the only trail we had was about only two or
three miles out of each town. The rest was one drift after
another two to eight feet high. Near Neepawa, they were
sharp and hard as a rock. We arrived at Arden about 9 PM
without supper. The Doctor’s wife insisted she would give
us something to eat. We had just started to eat when the
Doctor received a call to perform an emergency operation
at Neepawa. The Doctor and I left immediately. He knew
the sleigh trails from farm to farm which he traveled almost
every day with horses. He was a good judge and the trail
was fair. We made the twenty-five miles in exactly fifty
minutes as the Doctor timed it.”
The trip was described and ending back at Arden.
Snowplanes were of three and four ski varieties. The
four ski snowplanes fit nicely into sleigh tracks. When
these were blocked (country roads were often lower than
the land) we went directly across country. The farmer knew
where fence repairs had to be made!
Road improvement following World War II made
travel less difficult and rural life was routine. Medicine
was surely not easy in other ways. I recall my father’s
expression to a patient or parent in the early days of sulfa
was “We can knock the tar out of pneumonia now”. How
things have changed!

Dr. and Mrs. H.H. Hutchinson
Dr. H. H. Hutchinson was a founding member of the
Neepawa Golf Course.
Today: Joyce lives in Toronto where she raised her
family.
Bob is retired to Neepawa after a career in property
development.
Barry practiced medicine in Neepawa four years before
specializing and is retired in Neepawa.
Pat is semi retired with his family in Calgary after a
career in teaching and financial planning.
The Hutchinson family moved to Neepawa where the
hospital was located in 1936.

HUXLEY, JACK and MARIE
Submitted by Marie Huxley
Jack Huxley was born in Saskatchewan in 1927 and
lived his early years on the family farm at Riverhurst.
He is the second child and only son of the late Lynden
(“Barney”) and Margaret Huxley, early pioneers of the
district. Depression years saw the family give up the
family farm and move to Welwyn, SK in 1936, and to
Carberry, MB in 1939. Jack received most of his education
in Carberry, and after graduation, he became an apprentice
printer with the Carberry News-Express. He was employed
there for seven years. While living in Carberry, he participated in hockey and baseball, and was active in the Game
and Fish Association.
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ing. They have two children: Shawn Thomas Huxley born
June 24, 1986 and Lindsay Rae Margaret, born Apr. 4,
1989. Shawn is working on post secondary education and
Lindsay graduated from Grade 12 in June, 2007.

In 1952, he married Marie Hammond, daughter of the
late Harry and Annie Hammond of Dand, MB. Marie, at the
time, was teaching in the elementary school at Carberry,
having graduated from Tuxedo Normal School in 1947.
She taught at Wawanesa for two years, at Carberry for four
years and at Neepawa after marriage.

L to R: Shawn, Lindsay, Susan, Rob
Joanne graduated from the Brandon School of Nursing
as a registered nurse in 1978. She worked at the Brandon
Hospital for two years. In 1980, she married Wayne Nelson
of Neepawa and since that time, has been a nurse at the
Neepawa Hospital, presently in the out-patient department and at times, in the chemotherapy treatment centre.
Wayne is employed in the local trucking industry. Joanne
and Wayne have two daughters: Kristin (1986) and Karla
(1988). Both girls worked at Lees Village Restaurant
during their high school years, and also at the local pool
during the summer months. Kristin has completed two
years of university and will be continuing her studies at
the U of M. Karla graduated from Grade 12, June, 2007
and will attend Brandon University.

Jack and Marie – June 28, 2005
In 1953, they moved to Neepawa where Jack was
employed as manager of the Neepawa Press. In 1968,
Jack and John Oslund formed a partnership, and purchased
the Neepawa Press from W.H. Vopni of Portage la Prairie.
That partnership continued for 20 years, until they sold the
Press in 1988, to two former employees of the Brandon
Sun. Jack’s 35 years at the Neepawa Press were years he
enjoyed.
Jack and Marie moved to Neepawa in 1953. Their first
home was on the second floor of the historic Guinn home,
better known as the “Castle”. Their main entertainment
that first year was to attend picture shows at the Roxy
Theatre for 25 cents or a dance at the Arcade with music
by The Black Hawks. In 1954, they built a home on Second
Avenue South, the home they still reside in.
Jack and Marie have three daughters: Susan (1956),
Joanne (1958) and Lois (1961), all born at the Neepawa
Hospital, and all graduated from the Neepawa Collegiate.
They were active in school activities and sports, the United
Church Sunday School and the Junior Choir.
Susan graduated from University of Manitoba in 1978
with her Bachelor of Nursing and worked in Boissevain
in public health for a year. She married Rob Buchanan
in 1979, and they moved to Swan River the same year,
where Rob teaches and Susan works in public health nurs-

Wayne, Joanne, Kristin, Karla – Karla’s Grade 12
Graduation
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IRELAND, JOHN and ALICE

Lois graduated from the Brandon School of Nursing
in 1984, as a registered nurse. She has, since that time,
nursed at the Brandon Hospital. In 1985, she married
Robert (Bob) Edmundson of Birtle, who was employed
in the field of communications. They have two sons: Jesse
(1991) and Joel (1993). Both boys are actively involved in
hockey and baseball. The family resides in Brandon.

Submitted by Toni Leah (nee Ireland) Raugust
I was born in Neepawa in 1968. I am the youngest
daughter of John and Alice (nee Ferguson) Ireland. Brenda
(Terry Rairie), Brad (Arlene Schnider), Wade (Sherri
Deeley) and Wanda (Steve Starsiack) are my siblings.
John was born in Russell, MB and Alice in Langenburg,
SK. They moved to Neepawa in 1964. Our family moved
away when my father, who was a police officer for Neepawa,
took a position with the East St. Paul police department.
He became the chief of police for 10 of those years and
retired after 41 years of service. Alice was employed as
a police matron for the local police and Royal Canadian
Mounted Police for female prisoners. She then, worked for
Rivercrest Hotel and in 1978, River East School Division
where she retired in August, 2004. They have 12 grandchildren, ranging in ages from 3-28 years. All of the children
live in or around Winnipeg.

Lois, Bob, Jesse, Joel – Dec. 26, 2006
During the 54 years spent in Neepawa, both Jack and
Marie have been involved with many organizations. Jack
is presently a member of the Rotary, the HAND board,
the Seniors Drop In and the United Church. Marie was a
member of the founding committee of the Beautiful Plains
Museum and served on that board for several years. She is
presently active in the Neepawa Inner Wheel, the United
Church Women’s group and is a member of the Neepawa
Municipal Heritage Committee. A more leisurely activity
is a weekly bridge club.
Jack and Marie Huxley have spent 54 enjoyable years
in Neepawa, and are proud to be a part of the Neepawa
history.

ILKEW, DAVID and JOANNE
Land Location – SE 22-17-16 – RM of Rosedale - 90
acres – Retirement Getaway.
Both of us were born in Ste Rose Du Lac and grew
up near Rorketon.
Dave’s aunt is married to Ed Kuharski. We have three
daughters: Heather, Jennifer and Rachelle.
Dave is a fleet technician with Manitoba Hydro and
JoAnn is a high school teaching assistant.

I, myself, have three children: fraternal twin boys, who
I have brought back to Neepawa from Beausejour to play
hockey for different teams. And this year, we hope to be
coming to the provincials in Neepawa. Both boys play for
the Northern Knights AA team. One is a goalie, the other
plays defense. I also have a daughter, who is very active
in intermediate gymnastics. My boys were born in 1993
and my daughter in 1997.
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Grant. In 1959, a third brother, Danny, was born. Margie
moved with her family to Neepawa when she was 12 years
old and they settled on the old McNair farm east of town.
She attended Union School for a little over two years and
then on to Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute in town,
where her mom was her home room teacher. Margie went
on to Winnipeg and university when she was 17 and stayed
to make Winnipeg her home.
In 1975, she met her future husband, Ralph Irons, who
was from Toronto. Margie had never been blessed with children but through Ralph, she became a stepmother to three
boys, Brian, Steve and Dale, and later on a grandmother,
and within the last few years, a great grandmother.
Ralph worked on the the Tran Canada Pipeline and
when he retired, they moved back to Neepawa and bought
a small home on Third Avenue where they enjoy being
closer to the Nugent clan. Margie and Ralph go east often
to visit with Ralph’s family and have enjoyed going to
Texas for the winter for quite a few years.
My parents continue to live in the East St. Paul area
and although retired, they are still as busy as ever: Dad,
still with his love for animals, fishing and hunting and
mom with her football (Blue Bombers).

ISAAC, ALFRED
Submitted by Alfred Isaac
In the year 1980, my wife, Lorene Penner and I,
sold our farm at Kleefeld, MB, a part of the four quarter
sections that grandfather homesteaded in 1874 and had
since remained in the family. We spent that winter preparing for our move to a new location in Arden. The winter of
1981, we purchased 12-16-14 W from Arnold Suski, which
for most old-timers, the farm would have been known as
the old Ebb Pattison place.
I married Lorene on July 28, 1956. We, together with
our youngest six children moved onto the new (for us)
place on May 1, 1981. Greg, our oldest son, born May 21,
1957, married Vietta Megli on Oct. 20, 1978 and remained
back in the Kleefeld area. Our other children, Rilla, born
Nov. 24, 1958, Carson, born June 8, 1961, Robert, born
Aug. 15, 1962, Lyndon, born Feb. 6, 1964, David, born
May 18, 1965 and Marsha, born Dec. 10, 1966 completed
our family and moved along with us. Today, they are all
married and busy pursuing their own interests. This clan
has now burgeoned to a total of fifty-six, including in-laws,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
In 1991, ten years after purchasing the farm at Arden,
we sold it to our son Lyndon and his wife Glenda. Lorene
and I moved to a farm (cattle ranch) at Birnie. We purchased
the SW ¼ 21-17-14 W from Lyle and Judy Watson. The
extensive cattle facilities had been built by Grant Kennedy
but never utilized by the Watson’s. Later, we purchased
the 4.5 acres with its house and outbuildings that had
been part of the farm but had been subdivided by Ken
and Beatrice Higgins when Grant built the elaborate cattle
handling and exhibiting facilities. We re-incorporated the

IRONS, RALPH and MARGIE
Submitted by Margie Iron

Ralph and Margie
Margaret Nugent (known as Margie) was born in
Barrie, ON in February of 1949, to Charlie and Lillian
Nugent. At the time, she had three siblings, Beth, Jim and
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Lynette married Kelly Friesen in 2002 and they have
three children which includes a set of twins. They have a
beef operation northwest of Birnie.
Jeremy married Elizabeth Reimer from Steinbach, MB
last summer (2006). He is presently farming with us.
At this time, Cindy is employed at the Chicken Corral
Restaurant in Neepawa and lives at home with us.
We appreciate the fact that we are able to quietly live
and practice our faith in this community. Although we have
experienced drought years and years of excessive moisture,
we feel it is a good place to live.

yard site back into the farmstead. From a speculator living
in Saskatchewan, we also purchased the south east quarter
along Highway #5. Cows, calves and feeder cattle provided
a living for us.
Living at the base of the mountains was interesting as
far as wildlife was concerned. Bears, deer, coyotes, foxes,
a few sightings of gray wolves, moose and elk and too
many red squirrels were all a part of our lives. One spring,
those squirrels snipped off the young leaves from our elm
trees at our back door for the juicy bud at the point where
the leaf emerged from the end of the twig. Adroit use of a
.22 rifle made a quick end to the leaf snipping chatterers.
The larger animals were allowed to roam freely except in
fall, when the odd deer was laid low by some big game
hunter. One calf, a “dough-head” born in August but without hair and unable to stand, was dragged off the hill into
the bush by a bear, cougar or some other carnivore and
consumed. Otherwise, I have lost no animals to predators.
Bears did mess up a half acre of oats one summer just
before swathing.
Eleven years later, in 2002, we sold the ranch to Kelly
and Lynette Isaac (Greg’s daughter). Friesen, built a new
house in the hamlet of Birnie and retired from active farming. We still own the quarter section along Highway 5
which Kelly rents. Some church related work, gardening,
grass mowing, sewing, quilting, knitting, reading, writing,
scrabble playing and some traveling takes up our time
now.

ISAAK, AMANDA
Submitted by Marg Isaak
Amanda was born to Peter and Margaret Isaak in
Neepawa in 1960. The home in Neepawa was surrounded
by families who worked and played together, in a welcoming warm community. Amanda thrived in this atmosphere.
She had her elementary and high school education in
Neepawa. Band was a part of school life. She played the
saxophone and enjoyed the parades and concerts.
Our church had a junior choir and an explorers group.
The community mothers were dedicated Brownie and 4-H
leaders. Amanda learned well from their sewing projects.
Her dolls were well dressed. She always looked forward
to drama productions. Figure skating brought her great
joy in the winter.
After high school, Amanda chose to go to Vancouver,
BC. She worked at various jobs and also sewed for friends.
Soon, she was back in Manitoba, to take an Arts degree
at the University of Manitoba. When friends needed
sewing done, she’d make time for them. Now sewing is
her occupation. Jobs are always seasonal, depending on
the productions. These jobs have taken her to the Royal
Winnipeg Ballet, the Banff School of Fine Arts, several
seasons with the Shakespearian Festival in Stratford, ON,
the Manitoba Theatre Centre and movies in Winnipeg.
She’s always busy. Family is important to her. She rarely
misses a family event.

ISAAC, GREG and VIETTA
Submitted by Gregg Isaac
We, Greg and Vietta Isaac, together with our oldest
two children, moved into the RM of Lansdowne in April
of 1984. Our farm is located on the NE ¼ 33-16-14, south
east of Birnie. Our farming here started with raising hogs
and grain and has now shifted to mainly being a beef
operation.
I was born and grew up in southeastern Manitoba, and
Vietta (nee Megli) was born and grew up in central Alberta.
We got married in 1978 and spent the first few years of our
married life at Kleefeld, MB where our first two children,
Shaun (1979) and Lynette (1980) were born.
We left Kleefeld in 1982 and spent a two-year mission
term in Saltillo, Mexico. After leaving Mexico, we settled
on our present location. Here, Jeremy was born in the
summer of 1984 and Cynthia was born in 1986.
Our children attended Shady Oak Christian School
which is on the same property as the church we are members
of, namely Church of God in Christ Mennonite.
Shaun married Jennalee Barkman in 2002 and they
have two children. Shaun owns and operates Ridge Road
Welding north of Arden.

ISAAK, BRUCE
Submitted by Marg Isaak
Bruce Isaak was born in Waterloo, ON in 1957 to
Peter and Margaret Isaak. He received his elementary and
high school education in Neepawa. Band was an important part of school life. He played the trumpet and took
piano lessons from Leigh Kosmolak and Remi Bouchard.
Bruce enjoyed a variety of activities including lighting
and sound for school dramas, and developing pictures for
school yearbooks and friends. He would use both these
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Wyoming. They spent one year teaching and working at
Camp Arnes before they moved to Winnipeg in 1985. Earl
teaches music, plus other subjects. Kristin was kept busy
enjoying their four children: Elizabeth, Graham, Carly
and Reid.
Elizabeth was born in 1986 (remember the big bad
blizzard?). Dad skied to the hospital to spend time with
Mom and baby. Elizabeth is finishing her Bachelor of Arts
at the University of Winnipeg. She has been a gymnast
and now is a lifeguard, swimming instructor and swimmer. She teaches both after university classes and during
the summer.
Graham, born in 1988, is a musician. He writes music,
sings and plays the piano, the French horn, the bass guitar,
and the string bass. He had two years of scholarships to
learn to play the string bass. His music has been played
by the school band. He has a small band that practices
regularly. They get asked to play at various functions.
Carly was born in 1990. She has taken tap dancing,
gymnastics, and is a competitive rhythmic gymnast. She
now coaches too.
Reid, born in 1994, is the soccer boy and has done
some gymnastics. He plays the trombone in his band. All
the family cross country and downhill ski, hike, swim
and run.
The family is often involved in church music or singing groups in the home. Kristin has returned to teaching a
kindergarten class. Earl will play for various groups when
they need a pianist.

activities for many years. In sports, he ran in track meets
and cross-country meets. Wintertime it was basketball and
volleyball.
Bruce attended the Baptist Leadership Training School
in Calgary for one year before he took his Bachelor of Arts
at Brandon University.
Calla Carrothers of Minnedosa and Bruce were married
in 1978. They continued living in Brandon for one more
year. Calla obtained a teaching position in Gimli; Bruce
took courses in camera repair. Their next move was to
Winnipeg. Bruce worked for Computech Camera for many
years before he found work at Winnipeg Custom Seating.
He still finds building custom cushions for the handicapped
challenging and rewarding. Calla teaches music in French
Immersion Schools. She also taught an early childhood
music program for the University of Manitoba. Recently
her book on “African Rhymes and Beats” was published
and is available in music stores.
Their son, Jordan, was born in 1982. He took all his
schooling in Winnipeg. Singing in choirs and playing the
trumpet and piano were part of home and community life.
Community football was high priority. During those years,
he was also a cadet. His desire to become a “Search and
Rescue” technician required three years of basic military
training. While in the forces, the war broke out and he was
sent to do various jobs. On returning home, he has taken a
course in welding and is continuing his education at BU.
Daniel was born in 1986. His schooling was in
Winnipeg. Drama, music and football kept him busy. He
was a musician in the army reserves. He was assigned to
teach the band program at Penhold, AB in 2004. Here he
met Gabrielle Williams, “the Medic”. They were married
in March, 2007.

ISAAK, KAREN
Submitted by Marg Isaak
The youngest of five children, Karen Isaak was born
in Neepawa to Peter and Margaret Isaak in 1964. As a
young child, she thrived on attention and busyness, and
this continued throughout her elementary and high school
years.
She enjoyed participating in music and drama at both
school and church. The school band program provided
participation in concerts and marching events. Her instruments were the clarinet and bassoon. In high school, she
participated in the drama program and choral ensemble
and worked with the yearbook committee and she has
continued to do so in her teaching career.
She left Neepawa to attend school in Calgary for one
year. The following year she returned to the University
of Manitoba to take her Bachelor of Arts degree and
eventually her Bachelor of Education degree. During the
summers, she worked at Touchwood Park in Neepawa and
became involved with the Special Olympics. Near the end
of her university career, she was involved in organizing
the Hiring Fair for students of the education department.

ISAAK, EARL
Submitted by Marg Isaak
Earl Isaak was born in Winnipeg in 1956 to Peter and
Margaret Isaak. He had his elementary and high school
education in Neepawa. His first piano teacher was Leigh
Kosmolak and then Remi Bouchard. When in high school,
a car full of students went to Brandon University for their
music lessons. He continued with more lessons while he
attended the Baptist Leadership Training School in Calgary
for one year.
The trombone was his band instrument. Many evenings
he’d have a group over to make music. It was at BU that
he took his Bachelor of Education in music. All through
his school years he was involved with sports.
In 1983, he married Kristin (Dahl). They were both
teachers in Morden, MB. Camping, outdoor education
and music were the joy of their lives. They had both taken
training with an Outdoor Leadership Training School in
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career choice. He attended the Winkler Bible School and
the Mennonite Brethren Bible College for his Bachelor of
Religious Education Certificate. During the days at these
schools, he was always involved in singing groups and
teaching Bible lessons to various age groups. Church life
was a major part of family life.
The summer of 1954, he took a job at the Clearwater
Lake Sanatorium in the hydro generating plant. This is
where he met Margaret, a registered nurse working in the
sanatorium. Margaret was born and grew up on a farm
east of Crossfield, AB. She was a middle child in a family
of ten, five brothers and four sisters. The parents have
died, but the siblings except one brother, all live in or near
Calgary, AB. The brother is a nomad, living at present
in Salmon Arm, BC. Margaret attended the local small
elementary school, and took her high school at Rosthern
Junior College, Rosthern, SK. The next year, it was off to
nurses training at the Calgary General Hospital School of
Nursing for three years. That was like moving into a total
different culture. Her first working (earning) year was at a
hospital in Bassano, AB. She then, attended the Canadian
Mennonite Bible College in Winnipeg for 5 semesters.
During this time, she worked part time at the Misericordia
Hospital nearby, and also spent one summer working at the
sanatorium north of The Pas, MB where she met Peter.
They both went back to their schools the following
year. It was also a time of enjoying many concerts and
activities together.
Peter and Margaret were married in 1955. We moved
to Waterloo, ON for Peter to continue his education at
Waterloo Lutheran College for his Bachelor of Arts degree.
During this time, sons Earl and Bruce were born.
After a summer session at the University of Manitoba
in the physical education department in 1958, they moved
to Neepawa. Peter was hired as a physical education and
English teacher. He enjoyed both. During the first years of
teaching, the sports teams entered many competitions, and
they had many winning teams, and individuals. Because this
was a new teaching activity, funding was needed for trips
and uniforms. The local Neepawa Branch #23 Canadian
Legion was there to supply both. “Just tell us what you
need”. Peter always said they were the backbone and
encouragers for these events. On Oct. 31, 1964, Neepawa
hosted the first annual provincial cross-country event
sponsored by the Manitoba Secondary Schools Athletic
Association. It was Fred Taylor of Winnipeg and Peter
who laid out the difficult course. In January, 1965, Peter
was asked to chair the first annual southwest Manitoba
indoor track meet in Brandon. Those were years of exciting
beginnings. It was during these years that Amanda, Karl
and Karen were born. Peter continued teaching physical
education until 1968, when for health reasons, he took
more courses to become a guidance counselor. For many

Here, she met the representative from the Lakes District
Secondary School in Burns Lake, BC, and was invited
to teach at their school. She has taught a wide range of
subjects at LDSS and is currently teaching textiles and
social studies.
In Burns Lake, she volunteers with search and rescue,
is a trustee of the public library and is involved with the
community drama group. Her friends there are family.

ISAAK, KARL
Submitted by Marg Isaak
Karl was born in Neepawa in 1963 to Peter and
Margaret Isaak. He had his elementary and high school
education in Neepawa. He joined the high school choir and
in the school band the trumpet was his instrument.
After graduation, Karl attended the Baptist Leadership
Training School in Calgary for one year. He stayed on in
Calgary working for the next few years until John Cassells
(another Neepawa graduate) convinced him that Vernon,
BC was the place to live.
After a short stay in Vernon, he moved onto Vancouver,
but not before meeting his future wife, (Michele) Lissette
Gagnon. They were married in Vernon a few years later.
Marriage encouraged Karl to pursue more of an education, so they returned to Winnipeg where he attended the
Red River Community College. A few years later, Karl
and Lissette would be back on the west coast of Canada
with one child.
They are now happily settled in the Vancouver area
with their three children: Cory, Donalda and Tyson. Karl
works with computers and Lissette is teaching their children in a home school setting.

ISAAK, PETER and MARGARET
Submitted by Marg Isaak
Peter and Margaret (Goerzen) Isaak moved to Neepawa
from Waterloo, ON in the fall of 1958. Peter was born and
grew up on a farm near Springstein, MB. He attended
the local school, then, took high school at the Mennonite
Collegiate Institute in Winnipeg. School days and farm
chores were always accomplished together. In spring and
fall, the older boys were needed to help plant and harvest
the grain. Extra school work would be done on rainy days.
Playtime was left for Sundays and winter. Peter was the
oldest of six boys. He has one older sister. The extended
family was large and so much of the social mixing in
school, church and work was constant. They were always
helping each other. Peter had polio when he was nine years
old. His right hand and left leg were paralyzed. The leg
recovered, but the hand remained rigid. This influenced his
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School where she graduated with her teaching certificate
in 1941. As this was during World War II, the class was all
women. During a weekend dance in Brookdale, she met
Harold. He told her all about his studies in Winnipeg at
the University of Manitoba where he had just completed
a degree in agriculture. Marion just happened to need an
escort for her normal school graduation in Brandon the
following weekend and Harold obliged. She taught in a oneroom school house, Grades 1-8 at Lorndale, Glenburney
and Glendale Schools. She boarded at a near-by neighbor’s
home and unless someone gave her a ride, usually walked
to school. The typical day did not just include teaching
… she was nurse, guidance councilor and janitor! As it
was against the school board’s rules to be married while
teaching school, Marion resigned her position to become
a full time wife and mother.

years, he was a driver education instructor. It was a rich life
of enjoying teaching and interacting with the students.
Margaret stayed home until the children were in school
before she returned to nursing. Peter and Margaret both
retired in the spring of 1991. Margaret enjoyed gardening
and her hobbies and crafts. Peter chose to become very
active in various boards and committees of the Baptist
Union of Western Canada, including the local church and
community. This meant a fair amount of traveling, and
we always included family visits. Peter loved singing, at
home, in church and with the family. He was active until
he died very suddenly in June, 2005.

ISHENBERG, (Eiclenberger) ALBERT and
JULIE
Albert and Julie emigrated from Birr, Switzerland.
First, Albert in 1907, and then Julie Ann Stuki followed
in 1909. They were married in Winnipeg on June 30, and
before they came home, they bought a cabinet style sewing
machine and a set of dishes from Eatons. Albert bought
his first farm property, NW ¼ 4-14-16 W1 from F.A. Sirett
around 1915, as it was close to Gordon School for Ida and
Ernie. Some time later, they bought the quarter section to
the east to create a half section of farmable land. This was
the same farm Harold and Marion lived on for 18 years and
is now farmed by his nephew Robert and Deanna Sumner.
In the fall of 1949, Albert and Julie moved to Neepawa.
They only enjoyed town living until January, 1951, when
Julie passed away suddenly (heart failure) at the age of 68.
In 1952, Albert built a house on 362 First Street (presently
owned and occupied by Angie Jarvis’s Angie’s Cutting
Edge) and married Mrs. Sarah Kinsley. She passed away
August, 1955. Albert lived in this house until his passing
August, 1974, at the age of 92 years.
Harold was born Oct. 15, 1921 in Franklin, MB. to
Albert and Julie. He had one older brother, Ernie, born in
1913, who died in 1925 at the tender age of 12 ½ years
from a ruptured appendix, one older sister Ida Sumner,
born in 1911 married to John, (died in 2004) and a younger
sister Mildred Yonda, born in 1924 married to Walter. She
is presently residing in Brandon. Ida, Harold and Mildred
attended grade school at Gordon School and their high
schooling was in Franklin, MB.
Marion Hannah Simpson was born in Brookdale, MB
to Hector and Lena Simpson on Sept. 25, 1921. She has an
older sister Eleanor Swanson, born 1916, who was married
to Frances, an older brother Frances, born 1920 (died 1965)
who was married to Thelma, a younger sister Dorothy
Cook, born 1927, married to Stanley and a younger brother
Charles, born 1930, married to Ruby.
After completing her high school in Brookdale, Marion
was off to Brandon and attended the Brandon Normal

Back Row: Linda, Moira, Brian, Julie
Front Row: Harold and Marion
Harold married the love of his life, Marion Hannah
Simpson Jan. 26, 1944 and together they farmed in the
Mentmore district, building a small home in the same farm
yard where his father and mother had built a two story home
in 1940. Brian Harold was born Nov. 24, 1947, followed
by Julie Ann on Oct. 20, 1949. In 1949, Albert and Julie
moved to Neepawa to allow Harold and Marion to move
into the larger house as their family was expanding and
they needed more room. It was then, that the farm took on
the name of “Rocking Acres” due to the fact that Harold
had picked so many stones of all sizes from the fields while
farming with his father. He constructed a memorable sign
that hung over the main lane entrance for years. It was at
this time that the house became the only green and yellow
farm home in the community. Linda Jane was born June
26, 1952 to complete the family until a later bundle of joy,
a third daughter arrived on Mar. 25, 1960 by the name of
Moira Leigh. During those eight years between Linda and
Moira, Harold was awarded the distinguished Neuffeld
Award. A tribute given to young Canadian farmers by
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ator of Hainstock’s Men’s Wear (at that time). They have
two children: Lindsay Jill and Britt Jeremy. Lindsay Jill,
born Mar. 17, 1976, is now a horticulturist for the British
Columbia fruit industry in the Okanagan. She married
Geoff White from Nova Scotia on Aug. 6, 2006. They live
in Okanagan Falls, BC. Britt Jeremy, born July 2, 1977 is
now a high school teacher. He married Donna Grescue, a
graphic artist from Winnipeg on July 24, 2004 and they live
in Winnipeg, MB. You will find all their fascinating history
in this same book under the heading “Hainstock”.

English implement manufacturers, to travel abroad to study
farming techniques in Britain. It was an all expense paid
six month trip of a life time that Harold embarked on in
January of 1959. Marion joined Harold in June of 1959 in
England and met the host families that Harold had been
working with. They traveled throughout Scotland, France
and Switzerland before returning to Canada in late August.
Albert along with the hired man completed the seeding
in the spring and they started harvest before Harold and
Marion returned home that late August.
Brian, Julie and Linda all started and attended school
at Gordon School and Sunday school at Gordon Church,
both of which are now gone and marked with cairns.
In 1962, Harold bought farmland just east and west of
Neepawa. He designed and built a home on the property
west of Neepawa that he purchased from Bert Bachelor,
presently owned by Mark and Audra Rainka and Two
Barns Antiques. As the land was not quality farming
land, he bought more with some future speculation about
Neepawa’s probable expansion, (which now is quite populated with various businesses and housing developments).
Harold raised cattle for a couple of years. It was in March,
1966, that he decided to buy Hares Cartage from Walter
Hares, an established trucking firm in Neepawa, and
formed a partnership with Don Smith to run the business.
Harold had to take early retirement in 1979 when he was
diagnosed with a heart problem, a leaking valve that would
require surgery for an artificial valve and then convalescence. He was able to spend more time on the golf course,
something he and Marion could enjoy together. Harold
died from heart complication on July 1, 1988.
Brian (Harold) graduated from Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute in June of 1965, and left home for
Brandon University in the fall, transferring his studies
and life to Winnipeg a couple of years later, where he still
resides with a wonderful partner by the name of Gloria
Lasko. He has been involved in his own delivery business
for the last twenty-five years.
Julie (Ann) graduated from NACI in June of 1967
and took four years of training in Winnipeg to be can
occupational therapist. After working at her profession
for three years, she treated herself with a trip to parts of
Europe and France. It was while in France, she met Jean
Claude Elissalde, a chemical engineer. They married two
years later and took up work and residence in Montreal.
They have two daughters: Marion Joy born Mar. 2, 1976
and Claire Marie, born June 1, 1981. Both girls have their
mother’s artistic talents and have graduated with their fine
arts degree. Marion is presently working at Concordia
University in the marketing department. Claire has her
own graphic art studio called “Red Button Studio”. All
the Elissaldes are presently living in Montreal.
Linda (Jane) graduated from NACI in June of 1970
and married Clayton Hainstock of Minnedosa, owner/oper-

Back Row: Brian, Leslie, Moira, Julie,
Jean Claude, Linda, Clay
Front Row: Marion E., Harold, Marion I., Lindsay H.
Britt H. and Clare Marie E.
Moira (Leigh) graduated from NACI in June of 1978
and continued her studies at BU. She completed her education degree in 1982. She married Shawn Woods, Neepawa
Golf and Country Club golf pro, Aug. 2, 1986. They have
three daughters: Keely Shawn, born Jan. 9, 1987. Keely
is presently finishing her second year of university in
Brandon; Britton Moira-Leigh born July 23, 1989, presently in Grade 12 at NACI and Gabrielle Angela born Feb.
13, 1994. You can find out more of the finer details in the
section “Woods”.
Marion Ishenberg moved into Neepawa after Harold’s
death and now lives at 4-342 Ellen Street. She was a founding member of the Neepawa Drop In Center in 1987 and
still enjoys shuffle board on a weekly basis during the
winter months. She is an active member of the Neepawa
United Church and the United Church Women, holding
various executive positions over the years. Marion continued to be a member of the Neepawa Golf and Country
Club after Harold’s death until 1994; now she visits her
son-in-law, Shawn Woods. Her favorite pastimes include
knitting and the game of bridge with her friends.
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JACKSON, JOHN and GWEN

the Province of Saskatchewan. They have two children: a
daughter Shelley and a son Jarod. Both attended St. Joseph
High School in Saskatoon and then attended the University
of Saskatchewan. Shelley graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts History. Shelley and her partner Brad Federspiel
both reside in Saskatoon. Jarod graduated with Bachelor
of Science Arts, Environmental Science and continues to
reside in Saskatoon.
John and Gwen’s daughter Lori married Scott Pierce in
1989. Lori passed away in 1995. Their two sons, Brett and
Kyle currently attend Morris High School and are active
in hockey and baseball. Scott works for Agricore United.
Their family has seen many moves over the years, living
in Portage la Prairie, Boissevain, Souris and now currently
residing in Morris, MB.

Submitted by Marcy Jackson
John (son of J.B. and Pearl Jackson) received his
education at Eden School. He served overseas in World
War II with the Royal Canadian Artillery in England and
Europe. Upon his return, he married Gwendolyn (Smith)
from Baldur in 1946. They farmed in the Eden district
until 1978, when they moved from their farm in Eden to
their home in Neepawa. John enjoyed sports and loved
his baseball, playing on the Eden Baseball Team in the
summer and curling in the winter. He was a member of the
Eden Baseball team (1949-1954) which was inducted into
the Manitoba Baseball Hall of Fame in 2001. John worked
for many years at the Hamilton Hotel and Gwen worked
for Touchwood Park. She was also a member of the Legion
Ladies Auxiliary. John retired in 1983 and Gwen retired
in 1985. After ill health, John passed away in 1987. Gwen
moved to the Elks Manor in 1993, where she enjoys many
hours playing cards and going out with friends. Gwen is
on the board for the Neepawa Handy Van and a member
of the Retired Teachers Association.

JACKSON, ONNI and MARY
Onni Armas Jackson was born Sept. 28, 1914 in Fort
William, ON. His parents were Finnish immigrants, Jacob
Jackson and Allina Kuyanpaa. Jacob (Jack) had changed
his last name from Mannila to Jackson to sound more
“Canadian”. Jack worked for the Canadian Pacific Railway.
The family spent years living in section houses along the
tracks. They later, moved to Fort William, where there
was a vibrant Finnish community. Onni had a younger
sister Helvi Barbara. A brother Toivo Edmunde died in
infancy. Onni was always small for his age but participated
in soccer, basketball, track and field, cross-country skiing
and gymnastics. He belonged to the Finn Athletic Club
Karhu. He taught calisthenics to children and acted with
the Finnish Drama Club. He formed a hiking club with
young adults called the Ambassadors. Onni graduated from
the Fort William Vocational School in auto mechanics. He
was an avid photographer and writer.
Maria Theresa Zatti was born in Fiume Veneto, Italy
on Apr. 22, 1920 to Giovanni Zatti and Anrora Calligard.
She was one year old when the family emigrated to Fort
William, ON. Giovanni managed the Italian Co-op store
and ran a family dairy farm. Mary was the second eldest
of eight children: six girls and two boys. The three eldest
were girls who learned to do men’s work on the farm. Mary
left school after Grade 8 to work on the farm and help with
her siblings. Mary passed away on Dec. 9, 2007.
Mary and Onni met at Canada Car and Foundry, in
Fort William, as the factory geared up for wartime production of Hawker Hurricane aircraft. They married Nov. 5,
1941. Onni enlisted in the Royal Canadian Air Force in
June, 1942. He trained at the Manning Depot in Brandon,
and St. Thomas, ON. Back in Brandon, he worked with
the ground crew of No. 12 Service Flying Training School.
He was discharged in January, 1946.

Back Row: Jarod Jackson, Scott Pierce,
Roland Burzynski, Marcy Jackson, Shereen Burzynski,
Shelley Jackson, Bruce Jackson, Jim Jackson,
Linda Proulx
Front Row: Brett Pierce, Gwen Jackson, Kyle Pierce
Picture Taken 2001
John and Gwen’s oldest son James, married Jo-Ann
(McDonald) in 1970 and they lived in Winnipeg until
Jo-Ann’s passing in 1999. Jim’s love of the outdoors and
the lake attracted him to Kenora, ON where he and his partner, Linda Proulx are now retired. Jim’s daughter Shereen
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts from the University of
Manitoba. Shereen married Roland Burzynski in 1999 and
they have a daughter Emma and a son Nathan. Roland and
Shereen continue to work and live in Winnipeg.
Their second son, Bruce married Marcia (Sumner)
in 1977 and lived in La Ronge from 1978 to 1995 when
they moved to Saskatoon. Bruce and Marcia both work for
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worked part-time at Russell’s Shoe Store, Conquergood’s
Furniture Store and Hall’s Café. She sorted eggs, and then
babysat at Lee’s egg farm. Mary enjoyed the companionship of the women in the Legion Ladies Auxiliary and
the United Church Women. She helped to cater countless
banquets. For 11 years after Onni’s stroke, Mary was his
daily visitor at East View Lodge.
Onni passed away Jan. 24, 1987.
Robert (“Bob”) attended Central School, West Park
School, Viscount and Neepawa Area Collegiate. He
attended cubs, boy scouts and air cadets. He earned his
bronze medallion in life saving and worked as a lifeguard
at Riverbend Park. He was active in school politics and
served as social convener. Bob graduated from NACI in
1964 and from Brandon College in 1968. He married
Sandra Sobel of Brandon in November, 1971. Bob retired
from the University of Alberta Pensions office in 2006. He
and Sandra live in Ancaster, ON.
Jean attended West Park, Viscount and NACI. She
belonged to Explorers, Canadian Girls in Training, Brownies
and Girl Guides. She traveled to Ottawa as school patrol
captain in 1964 with Tom Spackman. Jean played with the
school and Lions Club bands. She was a teen volunteer at
East View Lodge when it first opened. Jean graduated from
NACI in 1970, winning the Governor General’s medal. She
attended the University of Manitoba and the University of
Winnipeg. Jean married Eric Slocombe of Winnipeg on
Oct. 5, 1973. They are parents of five children and seven
grandchildren.

A phone call brought the Jackson’s to Neepawa after
Onni accepted a job with the War Assets Corporation. They
arrived by train in April, 1946 and their first home was
the Neepawa Hotel. That fall, they bought a home at 216
Second Avenue. Robert Armas was born Oct. 20, 1946.
After War Assets, Onni worked at the Sunnyside Grocery
and the Co-op. He started at the Neepawa Post Office in
1949. He was there for 27 years. Daughter, Jean Lucille,
was born Mar. 13, 1952. That fall the Jackson’s moved to
578 Fourth Avenue.
Onni and Mary bowled at the Regent Alleys on mixed,
men’s and women’s teams. Mary went to the Western
Canadian Championships with Donna Schmall in 1961.
Summers found the Jackson’s on the golf course. The
couple loved to dance and won awards for their smooth
teamwork.
Onni loved to read and write stories and poetry. He
completed a manuscript about his early years as a railway child. (Cinders and Crackers). He also painted and
he cross-country skied. Onni organized exercise classes
for girls and women. The routines were done to music.
The girls performed at fairs. Onni taught the calisthenic
routines to school teachers at conventions. He collected
stamps, matchbooks and scrapbooks of ships. He was a
life member of the Royal Canadian Legion No. 23 and
served as president for a term. He was a life member of
the Beautiful Plains Museum. He served on the Neepawa
Recreation Commission.
Mary was a foster mother to several infants. She was
an excellent cook, gardener and seamstress. She was a
leader in the early years of Brownies and Girl Guides. She

JACOBSEN, WAYNE and GWEN
Submitted by Wayne Jacobsen

Wayne, Kris, Gwen, Grant Jacobsen
Our family moved to Neepawa the summer of 1995,
as a result of a promotional transfer from Winnipeg and
Wayne became the new Royal Canadian Mounted Police
Sergeant. He retired January, 2000 and presently holds
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Equipment in Neepawa. Their daughter, Rae-Lynn, 19
attends University of Manitoba for the Education Program.
Stephen, 17, will graduate from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute in 2007 and Eric, 14 attends NACI as well. Colleen
James was born in 1964 and died August 1965.

a chair position at Assiniboine Community College in
Brandon.
Wife, Gwen, has been a dental hygienist in Brandon
for 11 years.
We have two sons: Kris and Grant, born in 1981 and
1983 in Souris where we were stationed at the time. Kris
presently has an administrative/sales position at Prairie
Forest Products in Neepawa. Grant has played hockey
away from home since age 16 including the Western
Hockey League, University of Manitoba, East Coast
Hockey League and the Central Hockey League.
We love living in Neepawa and have made it our
permanent residence.

JAMES, ALEX and DORIS
Alex and Doris James were married July 9, 1960. Alex
grew up on a grain and cattle farm, NE 33-13-16, in the
Mentmore district. He attended the Gordon School. He
farmed with his dad, James and his brother, Bill, until
he went to work with the Prairie Farm Rehabilitation
Administration in 1957 for about a year in Saskatchewan.
From there, he began work at Metals Industries in Brandon.
He met Doris McCracken of Eden and after they were
married, they rented land and farmed with Doris’ parents,
Lorne and Merle McCracken at SE 3-17-16, near Eden.
In 1961, they moved to Brandon and Alex returned
to Metals Industries. After being laid off at Christmas of
1961, he began a new job in Minnedosa at Minn-toba
Industries and resided in the Clarksville area. During this
time they farmed section 5-16-16.
Minn-toba name changed to Agristeel Fabricators,
then Terra Implements and then, Morris Industries in 1979.
Alex worked there 42 years till his retirement in 2004.
After Doris graduated, she was employed with Eaton’s
mail order in Winnipeg. She later moved home and worked
at Dr. Pierce’s dental office, then moved to Brandon and
was employed at Brandon Mental Hospital. After they were
married, Doris worked at Greenhalgh’s Electric Shop in
Neepawa until their son Garry was born, June 18, 1961.
Over the years, Garry has traveled to many countries.
After graduation, he was an exchange student for one year
in Mexico. Then, he spent some time in Germany and
Puerto Rico. After returning home, he graduated from
Brandon University as a registered nurse. From there, he
nursed in Tucson, Arizona for five years and then in Saudi
Arabia for four years. He now is working as a registered
nurse in Brandon General Hospital.
Marlette, born Oct. 25, 1963, graduated in 1981 and
shortly thereafter, began work at the Canadian Imperial
Bank of Commerce. She married Donald Jury in 1984
and they are living and farming in the Eden area with
their three children. Donald also works full-time at Mayor

L to R: Rob, Erin, Trish, Preston, Doris and Alex,
Garry (at back)
Raelynn, Don, Marlettte, Stephen, Eric (in tree), Brian,
Cody, Travis (in tree), Trish
Brian, born Sept. 7, 1966, was employed at Morris
Implements in Minnedosa after he finished high school.
He is currently a funeral director at White’s Funeral Home
and has been since 1987. Brian, with Trish Boersma, who
works in the activities department at East View Lodge, live
in Neepawa and have two sons: Travis, 13 and Cody, 11.
They attend NACI and Hazel M. Kellington School.
Rob, born Apr. 10, 1968, has been employed by PetroCanada since June, 1984, and is now manager. He married
Trish Gork in 1993. Trish attended U of M, and received
her Bachelor of Education in 1991 and now teaches at
Acadia Hutterite Colony. They have one daughter Erin,
11 and a son, Preston, 9. They both attend J M Young
School in Eden.
In 1979, Doris returned to work as a personal care aide
at East View Lodge in Neepawa. She changed jobs and was
employed at Neepawa Post Office where she remained for
23 years until she retired in 2003.
Alex and Doris are living on acreage in Springhill
district 5-16-16 and enjoy retirement. Alex keeps busy by
restoring antique John Deere tractors. They enjoy traveling, camping, their family and their extended family being
the Springhill neighbors.

JARDINE, NEIL and BARB
Submitted by Barb Jardine
Neil was raised in the home that was built by his
father, Clair Daniel Jardine in the summer of 1945, on NW
25-12-17. This house is across the road from the Jardine
family home. Clair finished the house just in time for his
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tractor. Neil has always been a history buff, in the practical sense. We have a steam traction engine for a lawn
ornament and a yard full of Clydesdale horses that are
working animals in the winter. One day, Neil came home
with a binder … and it wasn’t for school work! The whole
family went out to the west quarter to “stook” the sheaves
he proudly produced. While I admit it was an adventure,
I have to say that “stooking a row” is not at all my idea
of a fun afternoon!
When I married Neil, I soon discovered that holidays
were not what I had envisioned either. Neil spent the only
time he took off in the summer at the Austin Thresherman’s
Reunion, where he ran a steam engine for the fun of it. I
realized in a hurry that if I was going to get a holiday, I’d
have to learn something about antiques. I have to say that
“steaming an engine” in that beach sand at Austin is hot
work and no holiday! However, my grandpa always told
me that “a change is as good as a rest”, and steaming an
engine is a far cry from ministry! I became the fireperson
and the kids rode in the bunkers. We traded in the steam
engine to start a show for Clydesdales at Austin 18 years
ago and now summer would seem incomplete if we didn’t
spend a week in July at the Museum.
I was ordained by the United Church of Canada at
Melita in May 1984 and settled in Neepawa and Area
Pastoral Charge. I became part of a three-member team
of ministers and we covered six points between us. It was
a very busy life.
In April, 1986, our first daughter, Jane Irene was born.
Part time work was not an option in the Neepawa Parish,
so I resigned and stayed home for a year with our child. I
returned to work in September of 1987, filling in for ministers
at Killarney and Wawanesa that year. Then, in November,
1988, I was called to the Forrest/Douglas Pastoral Charge
and appointed to Justice Pastoral Charge. I completed my
time at Justice in 1997 and they closed soon after that. I have
been in ministry with Forrest and Douglas congregations for
the past 19 years, in a part time capacity.
Anna Jean, our second daughter was born Feb. 3, 1988.
She enjoyed doing ministry with me and spent most of her
early years coming along with me as I worked. Our family
was made complete with the arrival of Douglas Neil on
Nov. 8, 1993. Doug didn’t enjoy the ministry, so he stayed
with sitters!!
Neil and I sold the dairy in 1990 and Neil went to work
for Manitoba Agriculture as a dairy inspector, work that he
continues to do although the mandate has changed with the
times. With the death of Neil’s mom, Jean in November,
1987 and then his father, Clair in January, 1990, we sold
our mobile and moved into Neil’s family home. We remodeled it and have lived here ever since. I often say that I am
more rooted in this spot than Neil is. He is always ready
to move to some new place but I like it here.

new bride, Jean Katherine Lamont and they settled there
in October.
Neil Clair was the fourth child born to Clair and Jean
Jardine on July 9, 1955. Being the fourth son meant that
life was just about as perfect as it could get for a boy.
There was always someone to play with, and if you were
short, there were more guys across the road. Jean told
me how once she and Betty Redlin were having coffee at
Betty’s. Redlin’s were building a new barn and the ridge
pole was up. Betty looked up and said “Are those our boys
on top of the barn?” Jean replied “It might be best if we
just don’t look!”
Neil helped on the farm from a young age. He could
always think of a reason why he should stay home from
school to work the land. After graduation, Neil and Murray
McDonald went to Cranbrook, BC. Neil worked for the
Canadian Pacific Railroad for a winter. The following year,
Neil spent the winter in the Fox Lake Copper Mine, just
south of Lynn Lake, MB. He said “If the Lord meant for
me to live underground, I’d have been born with a light
between my eyes!”, so ended his mining career. Then, he
attended the University of Manitoba and graduated with a
diploma in Agriculture in 1977. All during this time, Neil
farmed with the family in a business known as Cranbrook
Farms.
In 1977, Neil and his brother Dan went into the dairy
business. They rented a barn at Eldon McDonald’s dairying
there for four years. In the spring of 1982, Neil bought the
farm from Clair and Jean and moved the dairy home. Dan
went on to other things.
I was raised on a large dairy farm near Three Hills,
AB. I attended the University of Calgary and graduated in
1976 with a Bachelor of Nursing degree. I became a public
health nurse and worked in Wetaskiwin, AB for several
years. I also spent some time doing nursing research. I
returned to school in 1979 and graduated with a Masters
in Divinity in 1982 from Oral Roberts University in Tulsa,
Oklahoma. In October of 1982, I arrived in the Neepawa
and Area Larger Parish of the United Church as a student
minister. The parish found a house for me in Brookdale
across from the church. This house belonged to Mrs.
Moffatt, Ken Mitchell’s aunt. I was no stranger to small
rural communities and I felt right at home in Brookdale
community. One day at church, Jean Jardine marched her
son Neil over to where I was standing and said “This is
my son Neil!” Could she have been any more obvious? We
still laugh about that. Neil and I were married on Nov. 5,
1983. We moved a mobile home onto NE 25-12-17, right
beside Clair and Jean.
It wasn’t long after our marriage that Neil set off
to town and came home with a team of heavy horses.
Clair never could understand the attraction and he often
mentioned how in his day, he couldn’t wait to exchange
those horse collars for a steering wheel on a gas powered
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All of our children attended Brookdale School and
our girls are now in university. Jane is studying veterinary
medicine and Anna is studying music education. Doug, at
13 years, is hoping to drive anytime soon!
In 1994, we purchased a cabin at Minnedosa Beach.
This was to provide summer holidays that involved sand
and water without steam! Neil’s family has had a cabin at
Minnedosa Beach since the 1960s. It is a favorite family
place and there are now four cabins belonging to Jardine
family members all in close proximity to each other.
Neil continues to be involved with the Brookdale
United Church and attends there with our family. I am
part of Brookdale United Church Women. We are active
members of the Manitoba Clydesdale Club and Neil is a
member of the reunion committee of the Austin Museum.
Our farm land has been rented for sometime now, and our
chores are limited to our horses, of which there always seem
to be many. We show a four-horse hitch of Clydesdales on
the summer show circuit and it’s a family affair.
Brookdale community has been a great place to live
and I have ever been grateful that the winds of God brought
me to this place in the fullness of time.
We arrived in Neepawa with three sons: Preston (born
May 28, 1973), Bradley (born July 13, 1975) and Craig
(born Apr. 29, 1978). Lindsay was born in Neepawa on
Feb. 21, 1982.
Preston who manages the Neepawa-Gladstone “C”
Store has three wonderful sons. Jordan (13 years), Brady
(8), Riley (7). They live in Winnipeg with their mother
Brigitte Valois.
Brad lives in Surrey, BC and is an accountant there.
He loves the climate British Columbia offers for all his
fitness activities.
Craig resides in Winnipeg. He is a day-sou chef at
Earl’s Restaurant.
Lindsay lives in Winnipeg too, and is attending University of Manitoba and pursuing an education
degree.
Alex and Val are very active in their community and
have found Neepawa a great place to live and raise their
children.

JAREMA, ALEX and VALERIE

JAREMA, RUDOLPH and ISOBEL
Submitted by Isobel Jarema

Alex Jarema, is the son of Paul and Jean Jarema from
Strathclair, MB. Alex married Valerie on July 8, 1972.
Valerie is the daughter of Ed and Minnie Fountain from
Archerwill, SK. We had a double wedding with Valerie’s
twin sister Vivian. Alex and Valerie and Vivian and Lloyd
Jarvis were all married in Tisdale, SK.
Alex and Valerie moved to Neepawa in December,
1978 where Alex began his career with the NeepawaGladstone Co-op. Valerie has operated a family day care
for the last 25 years.

July, 2006, Rudy and I moved to Neepawa and started
to develop the new property we purchased in the West
Creek subdivision. As newcomers, we have found the
community to be very welcoming. What an active little
community! I have met many interesting and talented
people by just volunteering as the treasurer of the local
arts centre and through curling.
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Elizabeth was born Sept. 4, 2003 and Sienna Alexandra was
born Feb. 19, 2007. Sandi is involved with the Beautiful
Plains Museum, youth soccer, the Neepawa Nursery
School, and the local teacher’s union.
Brynn is very interested in princesses and is enjoying
her first year of nursery school. Sienna loves to be entertained and cuddled.

Our children and grandchildren live and work in
Winnipeg and both of us have family ties to the Neepawa
community. They begin with the arrival of my grandmother, Winnifred Margaret McCann. Maggie was from
Ireland and came to Neepawa to meet up with the family
she was employed with, who had ventured ahead with the
intentions of residing in Neepawa. A ticket was bought to
sail on the Titanic but when she arrived in Southampton,
she found the ship was overbooked and she was one of
the many who was turned back. Of course, there is more
to this wonderful story and a novel could be written on
many of our pioneers’ lives.
After sailing on the Scottish Grampion, a much smaller
and less grandiose ship, Maggie arrived in Montreal and
traveled by train to Neepawa. There she met my grandfather, Almon Doan, in the boarding house where they
both resided. The oldest son, Archie and wife Dora Doan
reside in Neepawa and Riding Mountain. Rudy’s brother
Alex and wife Val have been residents of Neepawa for
25 years.

JARVIS, KELVIN and PATRICIA
Submitted by Patricia Jarvis
Kelvin John and I, Patricia Joanne (nee Tonn), along
with our two children, Chad and Tanya, moved to Neepawa
in the spring of 1993, (along with a small herd of horses!)
to the Glen Hall farm at NW 11-14-15.
Kelvin is originally from Gladstone, MB and I was
from Plumas, MB. We had spent the first years of our
marriage in Plumas, tried a year out in Alberta, only to
return to Manitoba to the town of Brookdale. At that
time, Kelvin was employed with Simplot Soilbuilders as
an agronomist, then just after our move to Neepawa, was
transferred to Carberry as the manager of the Soilbuilders
unit there. In January, 2000, the Soilbuilders units were
purchased by Cargill, but by the fall of 2000, Kelvin
decided to work a little closer to Neepawa and joined up
with Redfern Farm Supplies just outside of town. In the
year 2002, Kelvin began his own agronomy business with
Agri-Trend, a consulting company out of Alberta, which is
what he is presently doing and likes being his own boss.
I have been employed with the Beautiful Plains
School Division, the first four years as a library clerk in
the elementary school in Carberry, and for the last 12 years
as a secretary at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. Both
Chad and Tanya completed their schooling in Neepawa,
Chad graduating in 1998, and Tanya in 2000.
Chad went on to complete his Bachelor of Science
degree in Agriculture at the University of Manitoba and
after taking some time to travel, returned to the university to pursue his Masters in Science. Chad graduated
from the masters program in 2006 and is employed by
Cargill in Camrose, AB as an agronomist. He is engaged
to Jocelyn Dzisiak of Dauphin with plans for an August,
2008 wedding.
Tanya competed throughout high school in volleyball
and basketball and was a member of the volleyball provincial team for three years. She competed in the Canada
Games in 2001 in London, ON, where they finished in
fourth place. Tanya was awarded a full scholarship at
Louisiana Tech, a Division I school in Ruston, Louisiana,
where she was a member of the college volleyball team for
four years, graduating with a Bachelor of Science degree,
Agricultural Business major. Following graduation, she
returned to Canada and is presently employed with the

JARVIS, DEVIN and SANDI-LEE
Submitted by Sandi Thom-Jarvis
On Sept. 23, 2000, Devin Garret Jarvis and Sandi-Lee
Elizabeth Thom were united in marriage at the Neepawa
United Church.
Devin is the son of Murry and Eleanor, born Dec. 14,
1975 at the Neepawa Hospital and was raised on a dairy
farm northeast of Arden. He attended Arden School for
Grades 1-9 and went to J.M. Young in Eden for kindergarten. Devin graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute in 1994. Following high school, Devin farmed
during the summer months and worked out west in the
winters. In 1998, he got on with Manitoba Hydro as a
linesman. Devin has worked all over the province on various crews and continues to do so.
Sandi is the daughter of Gordon and Shirley Thom.
Sandi was born at the General Hospital in Melfort, SK
on Nov. 21, 1978. She attended Burke School in Melfort
for kindergarten and Grade 1. In 1984, her family moved
to Neepawa where she completed her elementary education at Hazel M. Kellington School and graduated in 1996
from NACI. After high school, Sandi attended Brandon
University where she took her Bachelor of Arts and her
Bachelor of Education after Degree, graduating in 2001.
Sandi did substitute teaching and term jobs in different
school divisions before starting her current position as
a half-time kindergarten - Grade 2 teacher at Brookdale
School as of September, 2004.
Sandi and Devin lived in Brandon for two years and
then on a farm northeast of Arden for three years before
moving into Neepawa. They have two daughters: Brynn
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Dwayne took his welding apprenticeship at the
Gladstone and Arden welding shops and wrote his level
exams at The Pas. He bought acreage at Grande Prairie
and does pipeline welding. On Aug. 13, 2005, he married
Terri Clegg, a girl from the area. She is a pharmacist.
Koraleen took business administration at Calgary and
then moved to Vancouver, where she took a fine arts degree
and then broadcasting and journalism. She works in North
Vancouver.

Royal Bank of Canada in Brandon as an Agricultural
Account Manager.
In January of 2005, Kelvin and I moved to the town
of Neepawa and purchased a house at 595 Third Avenue.
This was our first experience as town people and we
have adjusted quite easily to town life. We still have our
“herd of horses” and keep some at the agricultural society
grounds, which is just down the street from us. We have
both been very active members of the Beautiful Plains
Agricultural Society since our move to Neepawa, and have
been involved with the Roxy Theatre volunteer group and
minor hockey in previous years. We are quite sure that this
will be our final move as Neepawa has become “Home”
to us and our family.

JARVIS, MURRY and ELEANOR
Murry Albert was born Mar. 16, 1950 to Allan and
Marion Jarvis of Melbourne. He is the oldest of six children.
I, Eleanor Dianne Wright, was born Jan. 26, 1953
and am the second oldest of Lilla and Arthur Wright’s
seven children. I was raised in the Wellwood area. We
were married in Wellwood on July 4, 1970. We have four
children: Dwayne Murry, born June 2, 1971; Koraleen
Eleanor born Sept. 24, 1972; Devin Garret born Dec. 14,
1975; and Tanya Arlene born Aug. 12, 1977.
The first two years of our marriage were spent on a
rented farm at Carberry. In 1973, we bought a farm near
Arden in the RM of Lansdowne, SE 28-15-13. When we
moved there, we had some milk cows, pigs, and chickens.
In 1980, we built a modern dairy barn and began shipping
milk to Brandon. We did this until 2006, when we sold
the dairy and moved to Neepawa. During the thirty-three
years on the farm, we purchased more land and also had
beef cows and calves.
Our children all attended Arden Elementary School
until Grade 10, and then they were bused to Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute.

Devin is a journeyman linesman with Manitoba Hydro.
He works at various places throughout Manitoba. On Sept.
23, 2000, he married Sandi- Lee Thom. Sandi is a teacher
in the Beautiful Plains School Division. They have two
daughters, Brynn Elizabeth was born Sept. 4, 2003 and
Sienna Alexandra was born Feb. 19, 2007.
Tanya is also a teacher. She teaches in the Pine Creek
School Division. She married Douglas McLeod on Aug.
5, 2006. Their daughter, Chloe Paige, was born Oct. 22,
2007. They farm three miles north of Neepawa.

JESSON, RON and OLIA
Submitted by Olia Jesson
We moved to Neepawa in July, 1975, after Ron
accepted a teaching position with Beautiful Plains School
Division to teach Grade 6 at Hazel M. Kellington School.
Little did we know, 32 years later, Neepawa would still
be our home and would have had such a great impact on
our lives.
We met at Brandon University in September, 1968.
Ron had moved to Brandon to attend university from Pelly,
SK. He was the youngest (a twin) of Joyce (Cady) and
Harry Jesson. Their family, including five other siblings,
homesteaded and farmed in this area.
I was the first born to Alice (Hrysak) and John Peech
and grew up with three siblings on a farm in the Oakburn,
MB area. I started school in Oakburn and received my high
school education from Elphinstone Collegiate.
Ron and I graduated from BU in 1971 with Bachelor
of Science degrees, and immediately enrolled in the univer-

Doug and Tanya McLeod, Koraleen, Terri, Dwayne,
Eleanor, Murry, baby Brynn, Sandi and Devin
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in Neepawa on Aug. 25, 2007. Trevor attended the police
studies program at Assiniboine Community College and
was accepted into the Winnipeg Police Department just
prior to their marriage. They currently reside in Winnipeg
where Alicia continues to work in massage therapy.

sity education program. We completed the first year (Ed.
1) of this program which allowed us to begin to teach. We
accepted teaching positions in The Pas, MB and taught in
this community for three years. It was during this time
that we were married on July 14, 1973. Ron taught in the
junior high level (Scott Bateman Junior High) and I taught
in the primary level (Kelsey Elementary). We have fond
memories of The Pas and met some wonderful people,
however, after three years we decided to move south …
to Neepawa. It was at this time, that we started attending evening and summer courses at BU to complete our
Bachelor of Education degrees. Ron continued to teach
Grade 6 at HMK (Neepawa) until his retirement (32 teaching years) in June, 2004. In the latter part of his career,
he also held positions of counselor and vice principal. He
continues to enjoy working with children and is especially
interested in the endeavors and accomplishments of former
students. I did not accept a teaching position with Beautiful
Plains until 1977. For the next 10 years, I taught at HMK
on a half time basis until both of our children were attending school. My assignments tended to be in the primary
grade levels with a gradual progression into the special
education area. Eventually, I was offered special education and resource teaching positions. In 1989, I accepted a
Student Services Coordinator position with BPSD which
I held until my retirement in December, 2005.
Our first daughter, Terah Marie Lynn, was born on
Dec. 22, 1975. She graduated from Neepawa Collegiate
in 1994. Her aspirations were always to become a chiropractor. The prerequisites to the program were started
at University of Manitoba until she was accepted to
Northwestern Chiropractic College (September, 1996) in
Minneapolis, Minnesota. In December, 1999, she graduated from Northwestern with a Bachelor of Science and
a Doctorate of Chiropractic. Following graduation, she
continued to work in Minneapolis as a chiropractor for a
year, followed by two years in Manitoba (Stonewall and
Brandon). It was at Northwestern Chiropractic College
that she met her future husband, Michael Duane McClain
of Sparta, Wisconsin. They were married in Neepawa on
Oct. 19, 2002. One year after the emigration process was
complete, she joined him in Helena, Montana to work
together in their chiropractic practice and to build their
home. Their first child, Jaidyn Marie was born on Aug.
2, 2007.
Our second daughter, Alicia Joyce, was born on May
17, 1980. She graduated from Neepawa Collegiate in 1998.
Following high school graduation, Alicia attended Red
River Community College (Culinary Arts) for one year and
then BU (Arts) for another year. After taking some time to
work, she decided to enroll into the Manitoba School of
Massage Therapy. She graduated in June, 2004 and ran her
own massage therapy business in Killarney, MB. While in
Winnipeg, she met Trevor Lee Dowd. They were married

JOHNSEN, GORDON
Submitted by Gordon Johnsen
Gordon Johnsen was born in Deloraine, MB on Nov.
5, 1945 into a farming family as the eldest of two children
born to Verner and Iva Johnsen. From an early age, it was
apparent that farming was not in the cards for Gordon. As
early as Grade 9, pharmacy was to be the chosen profession
for Gordon. Grade 12 graduation in 1964 was followed by
admission to the School of Pharmacy at the University of
Manitoba in September, 1964.
In the early spring of 1968 a very simple advertisement appeared on the School of Pharmacy bulletin board:
“Wanted: Third Year Male Pharmacy Student, Apply to
Art Harris, Harris Pharmacy, Neepawa, Manitoba (204)
476-2888”. In the late 1960s, it was not easy to obtain
a summer job, particularly in one’s chosen profession
unless one had an “in” with your local pharmacist which
I did not. Note how times have changed in that one could
never advertise for a “male” pharmacy student in today’s
era of equality of the genders. In any event, it was with
much excitement (and slight trepidation) that I first met
Art Harris in the camera department of the Hudson Bay
Company (The Bay) on Portage Avenue in Winnipeg in
March of 1968. He had told me that I would be certain
to recognize him as the only 39-year-old guy with white
hair and glasses. This meeting was to be the beginning of
a wonderful friendship with Art that exists to the date of
this writing and hopefully for many years to come. It was
very exciting for me to finally have a summer job in pharmacy (although Art did not officially tell me of his hiring
intentions on our first meeting). At this point, I knew very
little about the town of Neepawa. Our family had driven
over to Neepawa once many years ago to visit a distant
cousin of my mother. I only knew there was a Salt Mine
in Neepawa which was apparently owned by the Windsor
Salt Company.
My first day of employment with Harris Pharmacy was
May 1, 1968. From that day on until my very last day of
employment, Friday, May 31, 1980, I enjoyed every day
working with Art and staff at Harris Pharmacy. For the
summer of 1968, Art had arranged that I would live with an
elderly widow, Sarah Jane Richardson who lived on First
Avenue (I believe) just south of Main Street/Yellowhead
Highway. The monthly rent for room and board was seventy
dollars ($70.00) per month which represented one week’s
pay at Harris Pharmacy. Harris Pharmacy also had a staff
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October, 1971. I was able to secure a position with Brown’s
Drugstore, Rosser Avenue along with Allen Brown Drug
Mart in the new mall in Brandon, MB. We continued this
arrangement until the spring of 1973. A Neepawa friend,
Victor Holmstrom, had stopped in at Brown’s Drugstore
one day to indicate my old job was available at Harris
Pharmacy. Sylvia and I were in unanimous agreement
that a return to Neepawa would be wonderful. Art was
more than willing to be a party to this decision. So Feb.
27, 1973, I turned left at Highway 10 (instead of right to
Brandon) to go to Neepawa for what would be the start of
a three-month commute.
We purchased our very own first house at 442
Commerce Street East with next door neigbours to the
east, Victor and Evelyn Holmstrom and Brian and Janice
Bailey, along with Alf and Betty Iverson on our west side.
It was wonderful to feel so well received and to be back
in Neepawa. In no time, we were quite involved in the
community. Art re-introduced me back into the Lions Club
of Neepawa along with the Lionelle Club for Sylvia. We
were quite active in the various Lions activities which
included big bingo events which were a lot of work. I held
numerous positions in the Lions Club including treasurer
and was the president in 1974. I also became very involved
with Neepawa Golf and Country Club board in a number
of positions including director, treasurer and clubhouse
manager. I enjoyed many games with such famous people
as Frankie Lee, Harry Connerton, Harvey Ebner, Wally
Cram, Walter Zeke and of course, Art Harris. My favourite
tournament was the Rose Bowl held every Labour Day
weekend. From another service club perspective, I was
privileged to be Neepawa Rotary Club’s representative on
a group study exchange to Sydney, Australia in February
and March of 1977. I was fortunate to be chosen as part of
a team of five young business and professionals representing Manitoba and Saskatchewan. I also had to be thankful
to Sylvia as she carried out my pharmacy role with Harris
Pharmacy over the forty-five day period. During these
years, Sylvia also worked on a coordinated effort to supply
blister pack medications to East View Lodge on behalf of
both Harris Pharmacy and Hargreaves Drugstore.
On June 11, 1974, we were blessed with the safe
arrival of our first child, Karilee Erika followed in three
years by Wesley Gordon on Aug. 8, 1977. Our friend
and family physician, Dr. Bodvar B. Jakobson attended
on both of these wonderful events. Mrs. Harry (Anne)
Bywater became the greatest third grandmother/babysitter
to Karilee and Wesley. Our children became great friends
with Jerilyn and Ryan Bailey. In latter 1977, Brian Bailey
and I decided to go into partnership in a photography
business to be known as J.B. Photography. We did many
photographic assignments, especially weddings and passport photos as well as family reunions. The business has
been carried forth to this day with the ‘J’ becoming Jan

pharmacist, David J. McMillan. I enjoyed meeting many
wonderful people of Neepawa and area that first summer
of 1968. Two families are still life-long friends, Brian and
Janice Bailey and Sid and Sandra Lachter along with Art
and family. [We were deeply saddened in November of
1998 to receive news of the passing of Art’s wife, Helen.
From 1968 to her passing, Helen had been like a second
mother and an absolute angel to our family].
1969 was a very exciting year as Art had asked me
if I wanted to come back to Neepawa on a permanent
basis as his staff pharmacist, David, had decided to leave
Neepawa. My fiancée, Sylvia Novak from the neighbouring town of Gladstone, had just finished her second year
of pharmacy at the U of M. Sylvia had a summer job in
Winnipeg but I could not resist the lure of working with Art
and the staff of Harris Pharmacy. I also loved interacting
with the community of Neepawa and area with the many
friendly people. May 22, 1969 was a very proud day for
Sylvia and myself, as I graduated with the degree Bachelor
of Science (Pharmacy) and received my registration to
practice pharmacy from the Manitoba Pharmaceutical
Association. Sylvia and I had ordered a brand-new 1969
Pontiac GTO (why, oh why did I never keep that car as a
collectible as a frame-off restoration is now worth 10 to
15 times our original price of five thousand one hundred
ninety-four dollars [$5,194.00]!!??). We purchased the car
from Murray’s of Neepawa represented by Jack Johnstone
as salesman. By the way, gas for our beautiful new GTO
was fifty cents ($0.50) per GALLON for premium grade.
Of course, regular grade was a bargain at forty-five cents
($0.45) per gallon.
Sylvia and I were married on Aug. 2, 1969 in
Gladstone. Over the next two university years, I continued with weekend commuting to Winnipeg while Sylvia
completed her final two years of pharmacy. During her two
years of university, I lived with a wonderful couple, Frank
and Mary Sawchuk who lived on the east side of Brown
Avenue (just north of Main Street/Yellowhead Highway).
Frank and I spent many hours playing ping-pong (table
tennis) while Mary loved to cook and help keep up their
beautiful back yard. I also lived for a period of time with
another great couple, Tony and Ann Evans, next door to
Evans Bowling Lanes on the west side of town. Another
boarding house stay was with Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Paluch.
After Sylvia’s graduation in May, 1971, as gold medalist
in pharmacy, she joined me in Neepawa for the summer
of 1971. Sylvia was able to do some part-time work for
Lawrence Hargreaves of Hargreaves Drugstore who was
the competition to Harris Pharmacy. Following a summer
trip to Europe and England, Sylvia was approached to
manage Gilchrist’s Drugstore at Rivers, MB as the owner
Jack Gilchrist had passed away. This opportunity would
mean full-time employment for Sylvia which she accepted.
This meant, of course, leaving beautiful Neepawa in
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dren. Gayle has five daughters, Jacqueline (1973) / Steve
Friesen; Jennifer (1976) / Paul Dumanowski; Jody (1978)
/ Aaron Anderson; Jarilynn (1982) / Darren Opheim, and
Jillayne (1984) / Brad Kroeger. All of the daughters are
married and have eight children. Four of the daughters
live in Oyen and area with Jacqueline living in Medicine
Hat. My daughter Karilee is married to Peter Fenrich (both
are pharmacists). They have three children and reside in
Camrose, AB. They own and operate Forestburg Apple
Drugs in Forestburg, AB. Wes is married to Mya (Cullen)
and they have two children. They have recently relocated
to Port Elgin, ON from Cochrane, AB. Wes is employed
in the power industry and his current position is manager,
energy sales for Bruce Power, which is a nuclear power
plant on Lake Huron. Wes and Mya are also private pilots
who have shared in adventures with the Piper Archer II. In
fact, both of them as flight instructors helped me complete
my license.
My “Snowbird” companion Gayle is a registered nurse
at Big Country Hospital. As Gayle and I commence our
new adventure of “semi-retirement”, she has become my
new bride on Nov. 23, 2007. We were married in our own
beautiful backyard in Gilbert, Arizona with Sid and Sandra
Lachter as attendants. After thirty-eight plus full-time
years in pharmacy, it is time to enjoy life over and above
pharmacy. It will be great to entertain our various families,
grandchildren and other friends in beautiful Arizona over
the coming years. We will still make our summer residence
in Oyen, AB.
For me, Neepawa will always hold a special place in
my heart as I reflect on the wonderful years our family
spent in your beautiful community. Gayle and I look
forward to Neepawa Homecoming 125 in July 2008.

rather than Johnsen. Our last official photographic session
was the May 31, 1980 high school graduation. During
these wonderful years in Neepawa our desire had always
been to purchase Harris Pharmacy. However, Art was not
quite ready for semi-retirement and second son, Kevin
was in pharmacy school. It was time to pursue our dream
of owning our own pharmacy. With great excitement and
extreme sadness, we sold our lovely house with its great
view overlooking the valley and golf course. We headed
west on June 1, 1980 for what we hoped would be the
Alberta Advantage in Oyen, AB.
I worked as a pharmacy technician for Gerald Keating
(a former Neepawa resident as well as wife, Doreen) until
I was able to qualify for registration as a pharmacist on
Nov. 4, 1980 with the Alberta Pharmaceutical Association.
Sylvia and I purchased the pharmacy operation from Gerald
and Doreen Keating on June 1, 1981. We commenced our
operation with the name Oyen Pharmacy in our new town
of 1,000 residents. Oyen, AB is located about 185 km north
of Medicine Hat and 30 km west of the Saskatchewan
border just off Highway 9 leading from Saskatoon to
Calgary. We operated the pharmacy as a couple until
the summer of 1986, when Sylvia decided to leave our
marriage and relocated with the children to Okotoks, AB
(just south of Calgary) where she ultimately became the
director of pharmacy at High River Hospital. She currently
resides in High River, AB (just south of Okotoks) and is
still director of pharmacy at the hospital.
During the ensuing years, I became very busy as I
was now the sole pharmacist in charge of a very busy
Oyen Pharmacy, as well as continuing my responsibility as
director of pharmacy at Big Country Hospital in Oyen. In
the years since 1986 to the present latter 2007, I somehow
found time to be president of Oyen and District Golf Club
for four years, chairman of the Board of Meridian Business
Development Corporation (a local lending agency of the
federal government) for five years plus other involvements
on various organizations such as Kinsmen. I was also able
to relocate Oyen Pharmacy into a brand new 5,650 sq. ft.
building in 1992. In 2000, I fulfilled a longtime wish to
become a private pilot with ownership of a 1976 Piper
Archer II which I fly with my doctor friend, Dr. Pieter
Bouwer who is also a pilot. The years have just literally
flown by. With much regret on June 30, 2007, after twentysix plus years of hard work, I sold the pharmacy to begin
a new chapter in my life as a “semi-retired” pharmacist.
This means I will still work part-time in the summer for
the new ownership leaving winters to commence a new
adventure, that being a Canadian “Snowbird” in Gilbert,
Arizona (a southeastern suburb of Phoenix).
On a more personal note, I have a “Snowbird” companion whose name is Gayle (Heatherington). We have been
long-time companions since 1988. The two of us have a
blended family of seven children and thirteen grandchil-

JOHNSON, BUD and LUCILLE
Dorothy and I began our life together in 1962 and
lived in Winnipeg, where I was employed by the Manitoba
Telephone System. I was transferred to Neepawa in
December of 1965 and we moved to Neepawa in January
of 1966 where we first lived at 480 Third Avenue. I was
employed as a cable splicer and worked primarily around
western Manitoba, while Dorothy chose to remain at home
to raise our children: Van born 1963 and Sandra born 1966.
Being an “at- home-mom” was very important to Dorothy
and also to the family as I was away from home working
at various locations for our children’s growing up years,
but fortunate to be home weekends and a lot of the time
during the week. We purchased our first home on Fourth
Avenue in 1969 living there for 10 years, and then moved
to 475 Broadway (Golf Course Road), living there until the
end of 1999. Dorothy passed away in March of 1995.
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dren all went to the Heathland Country School about a
half mile away. Art Bond, who was married to Marjorie,
Annie’s sister, was a school teacher at a nearby school.
On weekends, they would come and spend the time at
Giberson’s. Gloria (Bond), one of the cousins and later
her husband, Stewart Gustavson, have very fond memories
of these times.
In 1941, my dad enlisted in the Royal Canadian Air
Force in the World War II. He was stationed in Neepawa,
Fort St. John, BC, Goose Bay and Gander, LR and in
Saskatoon. He was an airport system electrician and
worked as part of the ground crew that was responsible
for maintenance of the airplane runways. He also helped
build the Alaskan highway. His final rank was Master
Corporal.

In 1996, after 38 years of employment with MTS, I
retired, and decided to return to my farming roots. This
decision while not the most profitable, was most gratifying
as I was doing what I had wanted to do for a long time.
My son Van lives in Portage la Prairie with his wife
Debbie and children Alyssa and Danton; daughter Mellissa
is in Brandon and son Dillon in Swan River.
My daughter Sandra lives in Brandon with husband
Michael Melnyk and their children Mikaila and son
Nicholas.
Since our arrival in Neepawa, our family has participated in various community activities, most of them
centering around the sporting activities of our children,
hockey, baseball, figure skating and my own involvement
with commercial hockey Neepawa 39rs and the noon hour
league.
I was on the Neepawa fire department for 12 years,
Yellowhead board for about 6 years and belong to the
Neepawa Legion #23 serving on the executive.
I presently serve as chair of the Osborne home units.
At the end of 1999, I married Lucille Low (nee
Hanke), and we believe we were the last marriage of the
20th century in Neepawa. We purchased together our present home located on Second Avenue. Lucille has one son,
Barry Low of Martensville, SK, where he resides with his
wife Rachal and children Emma and Aidan. Barry is an
officer with the Saskatoon Police.
We plan to remain in Neepawa to enjoy our retiring
years.

JOHNSTON, GEORGE and ELSIE DOREEN
Submitted by Darla Bradley
My father, George Arthur, was the only child of Arthur
and Annie (Giberson) Johnston. He was born in Saskatoon,
SK on Feb. 6, 1920.
His mother, Anna Margaret, was born in Calias, Maine.
She was the oldest of five children. Her brother next to her
was George and (Mary), then Doris and (Allan Murray),
Marjorie and (Art Bond) and Lowell and (Bernice). Her
family moved to a farm outside of Ardath, a town that was
close to Outlook, SK. Annie, along with her parents and
siblings grew up as Jehovah’s Witnesses and in later years,
attended a small country Kingdom Hall, Annie became
a school teacher after leaving home. She married Arthur
Rodney Johnston in Saskatoon, Mar. 12, 1918. Anna died
at a very young age on July 29, 1924, some say of tuberculosis or pleurisy.
George was only four years old when his mother died
so he went to live with his grandparents (the Giberson’s).
Their house was a large two story home and it had four
bedrooms upstairs. His Uncle George and his wife and
two children lived with the Giberson’s as well. The chil-

Stewart Gustavson tells of the time George was home
on leave and they were riding their motorcycles down
a dirt road at a very fast pace. They were going past a
farmyard and hit some ruts and went flying. George said
he would stick to flying airplanes, as he did not like flying
that close to the ground! He was always a kidder. Another
time, when he came home he said he had a new girlfriend
with nice teeth, both of them! He rebuilt Stewart’s Harley
Davidson motorcycle from scratch. Stewart said George
was an excellent mechanic.
My mother Elsie Doreen (Stewart) was born in Helston,
MB. Her family moved to Neepawa where she grew up and
went to school. After leaving home, she worked in Ottawa,
ON as a stenographer in the Mines and Resources Centre
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Special Memories: My mom kept up her friendship with her Japanese co-worker from Ottawa and she
wrote faithfully to her. Their friendship was special as
the Japanese were persecuted when the war was on. My
mom was a wonderful knitter and knit many Mary Maxim
sweaters even when she had MS. She never complained
about her fate in life.
My dad was a “True Samaritan”. A family from the
Maritimes was stranded at Arden and he befriended them
and put them up in his home. He even bought their old
broken down car and put them on a plane from Winnipeg
to the Maritimes.
When he was in his late sixties, my dad and a friend
actually built an Ultra-light plane. They also flew it many
times.
He made countless number of trips back to
Saskatchewan, Albert and British Columbia to visit relatives and friends. My dad was known to be the best electrician around and a kind and humorous human being.

in the parliament buildings. Her boss was Prime Minister
William Lyon MacKenzie King.

JOHNSTONE, JACK and VELMA

George, Elsie and daughter Darla

Submitted by Velma Johnstone

Dad met my mother while stationed in Neepawa. They
were married at the Neepawa Presbyterian Manse on Dec.
24, 1945. They moved to Eston, SK where Dad worked as
an electrician with his father Arthur. Dad acquired an old
Star automobile and cut it down to make a truck out of it
so he could carry tools and things about. I was born there
on May 6, 1947. Shortly thereafter, my mother came down
with multiple sclerosis and we moved back to Neepawa. As
her condition grew worse, we moved in with my grandparents (the Stewarts). My Grandpa Henry was a night watchman at the Salt Well for about 40 years, and my Grandma
Annie was a Legion Auxiliary lady. My dad continued to
be an electrician getting jobs wherever he could. These
were the post war years and jobs were hard to find.

This is an update of Thomas Kerr Johnstone Family
from pages 552-3 Heritage Book 1983 with special note
of son Jack and Velma’s history.
Jack operated the North Star Service Station at the
corner of Mountain and Ellen for a number of years starting in 1939. He was an avid hockey player, and helped the
Neepawa Intermediate team winning a trophy in 1937-38,
and also the Provincial Intermediate Championship in
1949-50. Jack was also a notable curler.
In 1942, he went overseas in the RCEME (Royal
Canadian Electric Mechanical Engineering) seeing action
in England, France, Italy and North Africa. On returning

George Johnston and daughter Darla Bradley
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They have five daughters: Vivian (Fred) North, Eileen
(Albert) Wilson, Bernice (Wally Andruszkiw) and seven
years later twins, Dorothy (Lloyd) Cole and Shirley
(Lloyd) Reidle.
They farmed in the area until 1967, when they retired
to Neepawa.
Tom passed away in September, 1977, and Hilda
passed away April, 1985. Both are buried in Neepawa
Riverside Cemetery.
There is a write up in the 1986 Brookdale History
Book and in the Langford History Book 1991 for more
information.

home in 1946, he served the Legion as secretary-treasurer
for many years, for which he received a life membership.
Further to this, he acted as flag-bearer in parades when
needed - the 11th of November cenotaph services were
a good example of this. Jack was a Charter member of
the Neepawa Rotary Club, for a short time at Virden and
then in Neepawa. He was also an active member of the
Lion’s Club.
He worked through the chairs of the Masonic Lodge
earning the highest honor to be held in the local lodge that of “Master of the Lodge”.
In 1960, Jack and Velma purchased a parcel of land
southeast of Neepawa, where they started a housing development known as Valley View subdivision.
Jack worked in the sales department of Murray’s
Garage for over 25 years, retiring in 1986. In 2006, sadly
we report Velma is the sole survivor of this generation.
Velma taught school at Mountain View for four years,
traveling to school on foot, riding the jigger up the tracks,
on the caboose and even on horseback when the creek
flooded. Velma was also a Charter member of the Inner
Wheel. Velma is still a long time member of the Heather
Club.
Both Jack and Velma were dedicated members of the
Knox Presbyterian Church. Jack served as an elder of the
church for 45 years until he passed away in 2004.
They have two sons: Jim (Deanna) and Alan (Lucille).
Jim works with the Department of Highways, Winnipeg.
Alan is in partnership with Pritchard Engineering,
Winnipeg. There are three grandchildren: Scott born in
1985, Patrick 1987 and Dominique in 1989.
Velma now resides in the Elks Manor and in spite of
failing vision, she still enjoys church, the Heather Club,
and coffee with many long time dear friends.

JORDAN, BILL and MARION
Submitted by Bill and Marion Jordan

Bill, Marion, Kristan and Andrew
Bill and Marion came to the Neepawa area in 1976,
when Bill accepted a teaching position at J.M. Young
School in Eden, MB. Marion began working as a nurse at
the Neepawa Hospital that same year, and worked various
shifts (with time off to have two children) until retiring
in 2006. Bill is still teaching in Eden as of this writing,
having added the duties of principal in 1990. If we’re
counting, that’s 32 years in the same school, the last 19
as principal.
The Jordans’ have lived in Neepawa for the last few
years, but enjoyed 10 years of “country living” on a farm
in the Eden area, so that Kristan and Andrew could attend
J.M. Young School.
Aside from their primary focus of raising two children,
teaching, coaching and administrative duties took up most
of Bill’s time in Manitoba. Shift work nursing did the same
for Marion, although she has found time to be a long serving member (over 30 years) of Neepawa’s Choraliers, and
worked for the Red Cross blood donor clinics. With any

JONES, THOMAS (TOM) and HILDA
Tom was born in Radnor, Wales in 1889 and moved
to England a year later.
In 1909, the Jones family left England by boat for
Canada to Headingley, MB.
In 1916, Tom joined the Canadian Medical Corp. and
served in England and France until 1918.
It was in France, he met Hilda Mary Sparks. She was
born in 1894 at Ringshall, Suffolk, England. Hilda joined
the British Women’s Auxiliary Corp. and served in the
post office in France.
They were married in Whitby, England on June 24,
1919. In September, they came by boat to Canada.
Tom purchased a farm through the Soldiers Settlement
Board and moved to the Mentmore district just north of
Brookdale, which is in the RM of Langford.
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View and Neepawa Schools. Thelma worked at Bray’s
Grocery in Neepawa. They have five children: Lois, who
has health problems and is in Hillcrest Nursing Home in
Brandon; Linda married Keith Strand and they have one
daughter, Crystal, who is in Edmonton, AB. Linda worked
at Toronto Dominion Bank in Winnipeg and now works
in Brandon. Keith married Debra Prawdzik (see history);
and twin boys Donald, who married Marlette James (see
history) and David who is in the ministry at Thompson.
Upon returning from the army, Albert purchased the
farm at Eden where they farmed all their lives, until poor
health made it necessary for Albert to go to East View
Lodge. Albert passed away in March, 2003 and Thelma
still resides on the farm at Eden.

free time they have, Bill and Marion return to Kenora, ON,
which is Bill’s home town. Marion was born and raised
on the prairies, (various locations, as she was the daughter
of a railroader) but shares her husband’s attraction to the
Kenora area.
The signature event for the students of Eden is a trip
to Kenora every two years and Marion is the school nurse
on these occasions.
Two children, Kristan, born in 1977, and Andrew, born
in 1979, both now also reside in northwestern Ontario.
Kristan graduated in 1998 from Assiniboine
Community College in Brandon, and while employed by
the Lakewood Credit Union in Ear Falls, ON, is presently
on parental leave. She and her husband, Eric Valade, have
two children, Jasmine, born in 2005, and Heather, born in
2007. Eric is a miner in Red Lake, ON.
Andrew graduated in 2003 and again in 2004 from
the University of Manitoba with his Bachelor of Arts. He
graduated yet again from Lakehead University in 2005
with a Bachelor of Education. He and his fiancée, Courtney
Ufland, are aspiring teachers in Kenora.
Thirty-seven years and counting of Manitoba’s wide
open spaces and sunsets gets in your blood, and while Bill
and Marion will probably retire to Kenora, they will have
to return often to the plains to get their “prairie fix”.

JURY, ALFRED HENRY and ISABELLA
Submitted by Thelma Jury
Alfred Henry married Isabella Storey of Pierson, MB
on Apr. 24, 1940. Isabella had worked for the Jury family
and this is how she met Alfred. They farmed first at Eden,
returned to the home farm, 13-16-18, at Clanwilliam until
1958.
They made their living selling cream, eggs and grain
but as Alfred’s health was not good, they eventually moved
to Portage la Prairie and then to Winnipeg. Alfred and
Bella have four children: Clara Iris, born on Feb. 27, 1941;
Francis Irene, born on Mar. 11, 1942; Stanley Earl, born on
June 23, 1943 and Lois Joyce, born on Oct. 23, 1945.
Alfred is remembered as a quiet man with a sense of
humor, always seeing the humorous side of things. Alfred
had suffered health problems most of his life and died on
Nov. 5, 1962. He is buried at the Clanwilliam Cemetery
beside his parents. Bella remained in Winnipeg until her
death on Mar. 12, 1988, and is buried at Chapel Lawn
Memorial Gardens in Winnipeg.

JURY, ALBERT and THELMA
Submitted by Thelma Jury
Albert was born in Clanwilliam in 1919 and moved to
Eden in 1931. He farmed with his parents until he entered
the army. He served in active service in Italy, Holland and
Belgium. Albert was mentioned in dispatches and received
the Oak Leaf for bravery.

JURY, FREDERICK and ALICE
Submitted by Thelma Jury
Fred was born in Binbrook Township, ON in 1874,
son of Thomas Jury and Ann (Huxtable). They moved to
Clanwilliam and Fred went to school there and farmed
with his dad. In 1907, he married Alice Price at Franklin,
MB and moved to SE 24-16-18 until his doctor recommended a change of location because of his skin allergies.
Then they moved to Eden on NE 18-16-15. Their son Jim
recalls as a young lad, his dad carving wooden puzzles for
him and showing him how to do paper folding. Jim also
recalls, his dad reading the Bible each evening. He was a
quiet man and liked his solitude. Alice was outgoing and
enjoyed company especially having tea with them.

Back Row L to R: Keith, David, Donald, Marlette, Linda
Middle/Front Row L to R: Debbie, Lois, Albert, Thelma
He married Thelma Graham in July, 1949. Thelma was
born in Neepawa and received her education at Mountain
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allergies forced a move to town where she died in 1976.
Earl died in East View Lodge in Neepawa in 2007.
James (Jim) married Clarice Domstead in 1953. Jim
worked as a farm laborer in the Franklin area and worked
in the oil industry in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and
British Columbia. He retired in Camrose after 24 years
in 1999. They still live in Camrose, AB. They have two
adopted children: Darla Lynn and Darren.

Their children were:
Edith Ann May born 1907, died 1909 by accident from
poison;
William John “Bill” born 1909 and married Hazel
Arnold. They lived at Clanwilliam and later moved to
Crawford Park. They have 5 boys: Jim married Clara
Petrynka and have one daughter, Debbie. Debbie married
Gary Sultisky. They live at Dauphin and they have a son
Jeremy and a daughter Sherrie. Gordon married Wilma
Livingston and they lived at Ochre River. Their children
are: Orla, Tannis, Lorena, Feona and Tim. Wilma passed
away in 2000. Harold married Kathy Slinn and they have a
daughter, Heidi, who married Jason Giles and they have one
son, Argyle and they live in Prince Edward Island. Marvin
married Vicki Sewack and they have one son, Wayne and a
daughter, Ginny and they live in Winnipeg. Harvey married
Joy Carter and they have one son, Glenn.
In 1944, Bill was badly burned while repairing a car.
Unusual circumstances caused the fire and Bill took a
long painful time to recover. During this time, the family
lived in Neepawa and later moved to Winnipeg, where he
worked as a stationary engineer. Hazel died in 1972 and
Bill lived in Winnipeg, and then moved to Ochre River to
live with family until he died in 1994.
Elizabeth “Lizzie” married Bill Bolton in 1934 and
farmed in Mentmore and Eden. They moved to Neepawa,
when Albert bought the farm and lived on the outskirts of
town. Bill worked at the salt well and they kept a few cows
and chickens supplementing their income by selling products locally. They have five daughters: Irene born 1934,
Dorothy born 1939, Ruth born 1941, Sharon born 1943,
and Shirley born 1947. They moved to Brandon where
Lizzie worked in the Assiniboine Centre as a nurse’s aide
and retired when she was 65. Bill had various employments and died in 1970. Liz enjoyed her retirement going
on fishing and camping trips with her family. She died in
Fairview Home.
Rosetta Mabel lived at home and worked in an ice cream
parlor for Scotty Mann. Mabel had multiple sclerosis which
severely handicapped her and she died in 1949.
Christina “Teenie” married Bill Smith of Treherne
in December, 1938. Bill worked for Manitoba Telephone
System. They have two sons: Fredrick born 1938 and
Ronald born 1946. Christine died 1994 and William in
1996.
Albert John Jury married Thelma Graham 1949 and
they have five children (see history).
Anthony (Tony) married Dorothy Hawkins and have
four children: Wayne born 1944, Alice born 1953, William
(Bill) born 1953 and Brian born 1957. Tony died May,
1987 and Dorothy died 1989 both in Brandon.
Alma married Earl McGillivray. They have three children: Kenneth born 1948, Brian born 1952, who died in
1952 and Jennel born in 1964. They farmed until Alma’s

JURY, KEITH and DEBBIE
Submitted by Debbie Jury
Keith Albert Jury was born and raised in Eden, MB
to Albert and Thelma Jury, the third child of five. Keith
received his education at Eden Consolidated School Grades
1-9 and Grades 10-12 at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute.
Keith worked in Neepawa and in Alberta oil fields. He
came home to farm and married Debora Marion Prawdzik
in 1980.
Debbie is the daughter of Stan and Pauline Prawdzik
and was born and raised in Neepawa, the fourth child of
five. Debbie received her kindergarten to 12 education
in Neepawa and then worked in Winnipeg at Pritchard
Engineering before coming home to marry Keith. Together,
they bought the Colin Campbell farm in the RM of Rosedale
and set up their own family farm. In June of 1982, Jody
Lea was born, Kerry Ann in January of 1985, followed by
Kevin Albert in January of 1988.
Jody received her Bachelor of Science Degree in
Animal Science from the University of Saskatchewan.
Jody played university basketball for five years making it
to the nationals in her fifth year. She is currently employed
at Cargill in Yorkton, SK.
Kerry received her diploma of Animal Science from
Lakeland College in Vermillion, AB. She is working at
the University of Alberta Dairy in Edmonton and soon to
be Australia bound.
Kevin is currently employed at Winterhawk in
Provost, AB. Kevin plans to take heavy duty mechanics
in Edmonton.
All three children took their schooling in Eden kindergarten - Grade 8 and NACI Grades 9-12.
Keith and Debbie grain farm and have a cow-calf
operation plus feeder cattle.

JURY, THOMAS EPHRIAM
Submitted by George Jury
Thomas Ephriam Jury and Marguerite Knudson were
married at Neepawa, MB in 1933. They took up farming
west of Eden. There they raised five children, two boys
and three girls.
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Plumas in 1943. They have three children, one boy and two
girls. Here, the children attended the Florence School in
the RM of Lansdowne, making three generations to attend
the Florence School. They drove by horse and buggy till
the school closed, and then they were bused to the Plumas
School.
Walter and Eva Jury left this farm in 1962 and enjoyed
life at Thompson, MB for five years, returning to Neepawa
in August, 1966. Walter was employed at the East View
Lodge until his retirement in 1977. Eva was employed
at the Bamboo Garden Café for seven years and then
retired. They both enjoyed traveling to the United States,
the Caribbean, and the east and west coasts of Canada. Eva
loved to garden and enjoys preserving vegetables and fruit
for winter. They also spent much time visiting the family
and the grandchildren. Eva was known for driving many
seniors around to doctor appointments, etc. in Neepawa
and area.
Walter passed away on Oct. 24, 1982 and Eva passed
away in Aug. 14, 1994. They are buried in the Riverside
Cemetery at Neepawa.
Their children, George and wife Edna live at Brandon,
MB, and Phyllis and husband Jim Roznowski and their
children, Jason and wife Brenda and Brenda Roznowski
reside at Flin Flon, MB. Louise and husband Barry Fedak
and their children, Tracy and husband Wes Fenty reside at
Neepawa and their son Ryan Fedak in Alberta.

Mr. and Mrs. Jury farmed in the Eden area until 1949.
Some highlights of the sixteen years are well remembered.
The day after the wedding, the threshing crew arrived at
the farm and Mother had the responsibility of cooking for
approximately twenty men. During the winter months,
Father went to the bush to cut logs. These logs were hauled
home and used to build the barn. In 1946, the family lost
their home and many possessions in a fire. While living
in converted granaries, they built a new house on the site.
They operated their farm with horses until 1949.
They sold their farm at Eden in 1949 and bought the
York family farm in the Winchester district in the RM
of Lansdowne. Here, the horses were replaced by a tractor for the farm work. The younger children attended the
Winchester School and, for a few years, the teacher boarded
at our home. Father was elected to the board of trustees,
a position he held for three years. He stepped down from
this position when Mother was elected to the board. She
held the position of secretary-treasurer for approximately
four years.
In 1959, they moved to Winnipeg and later sold their
farm to Percy Ford and Austin Dale of Winnipeg. Ephraim
and Marguerite resided in Winnipeg until their death. In
1983, they celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary, with
a come and go tea and a family reunion supper at the Arden
Community Hall.
Ephraim passed away on June 12, 1995 and Marguerite
passed away on Oct. 21, 1998. They are buried in the
Chapel Lawn Cemetery at Winnipeg.
Their family is now scattered across Canada: Elwood
and wife Jean and their two children, Clifford and wife
Shelly and Dinese Jury, reside in British Columbia; Ardyth
(deceased May 11, 1985) and husband Ed Paramor is in
East View Lodge in Neepawa. Their six children, Bill and
wife Tony are in Birnie, and Karen and husband Doug
Redway are in Saskatchewan. The rest of the children:
John and wife Linda Paramor, Brenda and husband Henry
Le Roux, Ronald Paramor and Marilynn and husband
Eugene Nemec are scattered.
Norval and wife Marjory Jury and their two children
Steven and wife Linda and Colleen and husband Shawn
Boon, reside in British Columbia. Marilyn (deceased
March, 2003) and husband Dave Campbell and son Kevin
and wife Anita reside in Prince Edward Island. Elaine
and husband Robert Mjolsness and three children Jason,
Candice and Marina, reside in Alberta.

KASPICK, JACK and MARG
Submitted by Marg Kaspick

After farming in the Franklin district for 35 years,
we sold the farm in 1997, and moved into Neepawa,
purchasing our home on Emma Street. Through the years,
Neepawa has provided us with all of life’s necessities so
the transition to town living was not difficult.
We celebrated our 50th anniversary on July 6, 2006 and
continue to enjoy our retirement years here in Neepawa.

JURY, WALTER FRANK and EVA MAY
Submitted by George Jury
Walter Frank Jury and Eva May Tomes were married
at Neepawa in 1939. They lived at Clanwilliam for four
years, and then, they moved to the Robert Tomes farm at
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ued working for IBM in Winnipeg for six years before
being transferred to Brandon in 1976. It was here their
second child, Andrew, was born in 1977. They spent one
year in Brandon before moving to Kenton, MB where they
took on the monumental task of renovating the old brick
house just outside of town known as “Hudson House”.
They were living there when the final addition to the
family, Mark, arrived in 1979. While there, they took an
active part in some of the Kenton organizations, notably
the Chamber of Commerce.
In 1984, the Kaspick family was transferred to
Stouffville, ON just north of Toronto, where Leonard
continued working for IBM. With all the children in school,
Ruth worked part time for American Express and IBM and
also ran a business in the Markham/Stouffville area for
house and pet sitting. In 1992, downsizing at IBM gave
Leonard and Ruth the opportunity to move to Neepawa,
where their sons completed their high school education at
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute.
In 1993, Ruth, together with Brent Hunter and Tannis
Brown, started a craft and gift shop on Hamilton Street
called Trends N’ Traditions. After a few years, she carried
on with the shop management on her own. Later in 1996,
with others in a business partnership, Leonard and Ruth
spent many grueling months in the construction of the
commercial building at 275 Hamilton. This location is
now owned by the Town of Neepawa and houses town
and municipal administrative offices.
Through the latter part of the 1990s and early 2000s,
the children pursued their careers and secondary education. Andrew went to University of Manitoba to earn a
Computer Science degree and spent time employed by
Nortel Networks in Ottawa, followed by work positions in
Winnipeg and Halifax. He is presently working as a software developer and co-owner of his own company, Redline
Software, in Winnipeg. Mark spent a few years employed
as an aircraft engine technician before going to U of M to
complete a degree in economics. He is now employed as
an equities trader in Winnipeg. After achieving a science
degree at the University of Waterloo, Wendy completed
a degree in civil engineering at the University of Ottawa.
She was employed by the Town of Neepawa in water and
wastewater treatment, and public works from 1998 to 2001
until accepting a job from Manitoba Hydro and moving to
Winnipeg. Wendy married Michael Baraniuk in 2005 and
they presently live in Winnipeg.
The children participated in a number of community
activities when they lived in the area. Andrew was actively
involved in track and field and basketball. Wendy tutored
high school mathematics to several students for a couple of
years. She also volunteered at the Roxy Theatre, enjoyed
the Kaleidoscope concert series there, and took a turn on
the stage for a production by the Smiles and Chuckles
theatre group.

Our three children are all married and reside in
Manitoba.
Shannon married Andrew Hockin and they live in
Neepawa where she presently works for Dr. George Ong.
Andy farms in the Mentmore district.
Cathy is married to Vern Kalmakoff and lives on acreage out of Wawanesa. They have two children: Shasta,
born June 3, 1999 and Zachary, born June 1, 2001. Vern
owns an appliance store in Brandon.
Lindsay married Barbara Lee of Neepawa and they
reside in Brandon where he is employed by Koch Fertilizer
Canada Ltd. They have three boys: Jordan, born Apr. 27,
1995, Tanner, born Jan. 28, 1998 and Mason, born Mar.
7, 2001.
More complete histories can be found in the 1983
Neepawa book as well as the Langford book.

KASPICK, LEONARD and RUTH
Leonard, Ruth and their children, Andrew and Mark,
moved to Adelaide Crescent, Neepawa in the fall of 1992.
(Their daughter, Wendy, was living in Ithaca, New York
at the time.) Neepawa was more or less a homecoming
for Leonard, as he was born in Polonia and spent a large
part of his childhood in Neepawa when his parents, Joe
and Rose Kasprick, went for their weekly shopping trips.
In later years, the rest of the family became familiar with
the town from occasional visits they made with Leonard’s
parents as well.
Leonard was born in Polonia and attended grade school
at its eight-grade, one room schoolhouse. After completing high school at Eden, he moved to Winnipeg, where
he spent several years employed by Manitoba Telephone
System, and then moved to Hamilton, ON. After working
for the city of Hamilton Water Works for a year, Leonard
was hired by International Business Machines Canada
in 1966 and transferred to St. Catharines, where he met
Ruth Dorling.
Ruth was born in Westmeston, Sussex, England, in
September of 1945. She was the youngest child of Cecil
and Lucy (nee Lazell) Dorling. She has one older sister,
Angela (Stevens), presently living in Ticehurst, Sussex.
Ruth emigrated from the Brighton area of Sussex in June,
1964. She sailed on the Cunard line ship, “Franconia”
from Southampton to Quebec City and then on to St.
Catharines, ON. Her first job was in the offices of Acres
International in Niagara Falls and then General Motors in
St. Catharines.
Leonard and Ruth were married in Haywards Heath,
Sussex, England in 1969. Upon their return to Canada, they
moved to Winnipeg where Wendy was born in 1970. Ruth
worked evenings as a receptionist at Lion’s Manor Senior
Citizen Home at Portage and Sherbrook. Leonard contin481

KEELE, SIDNEY and REBA
Submitted by Reba Keele
Sidney Raymond Keele was born in Winnipeg on Aug.
15, 1936, the eldest son of Albert and Margaret Keele.
Sid spent his boyhood years in Elm Creek, MB, where he
received his education. In the winter, he spent many hours
skating as he lived next door to the outdoor rink. After
finishing high school, he enrolled in the Provincial Normal
School in Winnipeg for the 1955-1956 term graduating on
June 15, 1956. He accepted a position in a one-room rural
school near Lenore, MB and started his teaching career. He
taught Grades 1-9 at Breadalbane School for four years.
During his first year, the two grade nine boys were taller
and bigger than he was. Every spring the whole school
traveled to Lenore to participate in the yearly field day.
At the end of August, 1960, he moved to Eden to become
principal of the elementary school and taught Grades 7-8.
He boarded at Mrs. Anna McKenzie’s.
I, Reba Berniece Alexander was born on Sept. 23,
1942 in Virden, the second daughter of Edward and
Lillian Alexander. My parents farmed in the Lenore area
and I attended Errol School. In the earlier years, we (my
siblings and I) traveled to school by cart and pony. When
I got older, I rode horse back. I took my high schooling in Lenore School (Grades 9-11). During the school
term of 1960-1961, I completed my Grade 12 at Virden
Collegiate Institute. Getting to school in Virden was a daily
adventure. There were eleven high school students plus
the driver crammed into a Volkswagon van. Sometimes,
we didn’t think the van would make it up the Assiniboine
Valley hill.

Back Row: Wendy, Michael, Andrew, Mark
Front Row: Ruth, Len
Though now living in Polonia, Leonard and Ruth
continue to be actively involved with community events in
Neepawa. Ruth has been a board member on the Margaret
Laurence Home committee since 1993 and has convened
its annual antique sale for almost as long. They both volunteer at the Access 2 Books shop and are members of the
Beautiful Plains Genealogy Society. Ruth enjoys meeting
people when conducting food demonstrations at the Co-op
and Safeway grocery stores. She is also employed part
time at Beyond the Garden Gate flower shop. In the past,
Leonard was actively involved in the Whitemud Comedy
group and Smiles and Chuckles theatre group, and Ruth
was involved with the Kaleidoscope committee and
Manitoba Holiday Festival of the Arts committee. They
have been actively involved as committee members of the
Little Valley Jamboree since its inception in 1998, which is
a musical event for children needing medical assistance not
covered by the Manitoba Health plan. Many children from
Neepawa and the surrounding area have benefited. They
continue to enjoy the friendship and community spirit of
Neepawa.

KASPRICK, DAVID and JEANNETTE
Submitted by Jeannette Kasprick
Jeannette, the youngest child of Minnie and Joe
Kuharski married David Kasprick, oldest son of Angus
and Vera Kasprick of Polonia, MB. Jeannette attended
Iroquois School and Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute.
After finishing high school, she worked at the Provincial
Library in Winnipeg.
Jeannette and Dave married in 1965 and reside in
Winnipeg. They have two sons: Darrel and Brent. Brent
and wife Rachel have three grandchildren: Alyssa, Matthew
and Daniel.
Dave is retired and Jeannette is employed by the River
East Transcona School Division.

Sid and Reba Keele
Taken Dec. 2, 2006
Celebrating the 1955-1956 Normal School Reunion
I met Sid at a dance in the Lenore Hall. Those were the
days when the men stood at the back of the hall (stag line)
and the women sat in the front of the hall. He asked me for a
dance and I accepted and as they say - “The Rest is History”.
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with the Grade 10 and 11, one year going west and the next
east. Both of our children had their dad as their teacher for
some of their classes through the years. Sid retired from
teaching at the end of June, 1991, from McCreary School
having a teaching career of 35 years.
Our daughter, Leslie Margaret Anne was born in
Neepawa on July 24, 1968. Through her school years she
was active in 4-H and youth group. She was employed at
Agassiz Ski Hill for two winters. After Leslie graduated in
June of 1986, she attended Red River Community College
in Winnipeg taking business administration.
Leslie married Florian Alain Peloquin of Laurier on
May 21, 1988 at McCreary. Florian was born on Mar. 14,
1967 in Ste Rose du Lac, as was their first son Raymond
Andrew born Sept. 4, 1990. The family moved to Prince
Rupert, BC in January, 1992 where their second son
Thomas Anthony was born Oct. 19, 1993. The whole
family are snowboard enthusiasts. Leslie works for the
Prince Rupert School Board while Florian is a welder for
Broadwater Industry.
Our son, Lyall Sidney Joseph was born Apr. 22, 1971
in McCreary. Lyall also was involved in 4-H and enjoyed
all sports, especially hockey. He worked as a life guard
and instructor at the McCreary Swimming Pool for four
years. After graduation in June of 1989, Lyall attended
ACC in Brandon taking broadcast arts. His six week training period was on CFRY radio station Portage la Prairie
where he broadcasted the news.
Lyall married Kathryn (Kathy) Verne Wilson of Nesbitt
on Apr. 12, 1997 in Brandon. Kathy was born in Souris,
on Apr. 16, 1971. They reside in Brandon where their two
sons were born: Reilly Vernon Sidney on June 3, 2000 and
Carter Ryan Langton on June 1, 2003. Lyall is manager for
Fastenal and Kathy is in the corporate office at Westoba
Credit Union.
After Sid retired from teaching he substituted at Ste.
Rose School for two years and then worked as a bookkeeper
for Musgrave Enterprises for a number of years, just retiring
at the end of December, 2005. Through the years, he did
carpenter work (with the help of friends built our home in
McCreary in 1975) and also worked as an auctioneer. He
played old timer’s hockey until he was 55. Now he curls
twice a week during the winter months and golfs daily at
the McCreary Golf and Country Club in the summer.
I was a 4-H leader and really enjoyed the 4-H
exchange trips as chaperone to North Carolina, Texas and
Alberta. For a couple of years, I had my own column in
the Neepawa Press. During the 1990s I belonged to the
Minnawa Cloggers traveling weekly to Neepawa for practices. I still am an Avon representative and currently work
for the Parkland Regional Library as branch librarian at
the McCreary and District Library.
Reminiscing over the years, I find that life has been
very good to the Keele Family.

We were married in Virden on Aug. 26, 1961. Our first year,
we lived in Eden in a mobile home and then moved to the
Neepawa Trailer Court after I started working.
In June of 1962, I secured work at Dr. Del Dawson’s
office as receptionist and dental assistant. Dr. Dawson’s
Dental Office was in the Churchill Block and I worked
there until the end of June, 1967. One of my memories of
working is the time a young fellow had some dental work
done and he asked me how much his bill was. I told him
and the poor fellow fainted. Luckily, I hurried around my
desk and was able to catch him on his way down.
While in Neepawa, Sid carpooled with other staff
teaching in Eden. One of his memories of Eden School
was the fire escape. There was always a student tearing
their clothing or cutting their hands while descending the
fire escape during fire drill.
I bowled in the ten pin league at Evan’s Bowling Lanes
for a few years on Roy and Joan McGillivray’s team. While
I was bowling, Sid was curling competitively. A couple of
summers Sid worked at the RM of Langford community
pasture. One morning Sid and the other pasture rider rode
out to check fences in different directions but were to meet
up at noon at a specific place. Sid carried the extra oats for
the horses in his saddle bags while the other rider had their
lunch. Somehow they missed each other and consequently
Sid’s horse was well fed while he went hungry. It was vice
versus with the other rider. They had a good laugh when
they eventually met up later in the day.
One of my vivid memories is riding my buckskin
mare Missy in the 1967 Neepawa Centennial Parade. It
was a hot June day and it was the first time Missy and
I participated in a parade. We were in Section J so had
to wait a whole hour. Finally, we started off and as the
parade route meandered down Mountain Avenue someone
in the crowd set off some firecrackers. Missy was very
nervous, so I hung on to the saddle horn for dear life in
case she bolted. However, we survived and we took in
several Centennial parades throughout western Manitoba
the rest of the summer.
Sid and I left Neepawa and moved to McCreary at the
end of August, 1967, and have lived here ever since except
for one year when Sid taught at Hamiota. By this time,
Sid started to take university courses to upgrade his education by attending night and summer school in Brandon.
He taught school during the day and studied at night. Sid
received both degrees from Brandon University – Bachelor
of Science (1972) and Bachelor of Education (1975). At
the 1975 Spring Convocation novelist Margaret Laurence
gave the address. Sid and I were able to meet her at the
reception at the conclusion of the ceremonies.
Through the years, Sid taught mostly mathematics at
the junior and senior level at the McCreary School. In the
earlier years, he coached various school sports. He also
coordinated the school travel club and had many bus trips
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KENDALL, NORMAN and GWYNETH

stationed in Prince Albert, SK. From 1982 until 1996, he
was married to Janet Boyle, daughter of Jack and Berna of
Neepawa. They have three sons: Adam born in 1986, Ian
born in 1988, and Mark born in 1991. In 1973, a daughter, Theressa was born. She attended the University of
Manitoba and is currently a physical education teacher in
Winnipeg. She married Shawn Woloski, son of Orest and
Linda of Rapid City in 2003. They live in St. Andrews,
just north of Winnipeg and have a son, Easton, who was
born in 2006. After Shirley passed away in 2005, Frank
moved to Neepawa.

Submitted by Norman Kendall
Norman and Gwyneth Kendall, were both born
in United Kingdom. Norman’s father emigrated from
Saskatoon to the United Kingdom in the 1930s to become
a doctor. They have two daughters, one married to John
deVos of Fork River and also two grandsons.
They came to St. John’s, NFLD in 1976, Norman as
head brewer for Carling O’Keefe, the same job in Montreal
for ten years and then transferred to Winnipeg as managing director of Brewing and Malting Barley Research
Institute.
Norman has his Doctor of Philosophy in Chemistry,
has been the president of the district W. Canada for Master
Brewers Association of the Americas, has been editor-inchief for the journal of the American Society of Brewing
Chemists, and has a malting barley variety named after
him (CDC Kendall). He is now retired.
Gwyneth has worked as a teacher, church secretary
and in retail in paint and decorating which are still active
interests.
Both are members of the local Anglican Church
(Norman is a lay reader), and enjoy golf and 5-pin bowling.
They came to Eden by pure chance. They opened
the Free Press to look for the sports section, but found
real estate instead, and saw their current home and never
looked back.

KERKOWICH, PAUL and JOAN
Submitted by Jackie Pollock (Kerkowich)
Paul Kerkowich emigrated to Canada from Poland in
1931 at the age of five, along with his parent Emil and
Sarefina and his sister, Jean (Jakubowski). Their family
first settled in the Yellow Grass district of Saskatchewan.
While there, they welcomed Frank in 1933 and Audrey
(Kerr) in 1937. During these years, farming was a challenge with extreme heat and grasshoppers destroying
the crops. So in 1937, the family made the move east to
Manitoba to reside in the Tupper district near Plumas,
where they continued to farm. In 1940, after some better
years, they purchased a farm in the Dumfries district near
Neepawa. Then, in 1946, they bought farm land just west
of Arden.
In 1952, Paul went into Poole’s café in Neepawa
and became interested in a waitress there by the name of
Joan McDonald. Joan was born to Daniel and Margaret
McDonald of Glenella in 1933. She grew up on the family
farm near Glenella along with her siblings Jack (1928),
Ray (1930), Shirley (Sulik) (1931), Allan (1934), Glen
(1936), Marie (Jones) (1938), Gib (1940), and Joyce
(Murdock) (1942).
Later in 1952, Paul and Joan married and moved to the
Arden farm. They were blessed with five children: Lorne
in 1954, twins Barry and Brian in 1956, David in 1957
and Karen in 1965. Farming was a family endeavor while
the kids grew up, but the Kerkowich family found time to
be active in many sports and activities. Paul loved to hunt
and was an avid curler, as was Joan. The kids loved hockey
and baseball and took to curling as well.
In 1978, Brian married Elsie Remple of Hague, SK and
they have two children: Jaclyn in 1979 and Ryan in 1982.
Brian divorced but continued to live around Neepawa.
He was very involved with hockey for many years and
continues to farm at the Arden family farm. Jaclyn graduated from the University of Manitoba in 2003 with a
Bachelors Degree in Pharmacy and is currently employed
at Harris Pharmacy in Neepawa. She married Mark Pollock
of Neepawa in 2004 and they have a son Brody in 2006.

KERKOWICH, FRANK and SHIRLEY
In 1927, Emil Kerkowich arrived in Saskatchewan
from Poland. His wife Sarafina and children, Paul and
Jean followed in 1931. Their eldest son, Stefen died of
pneumonia after Emil left for Canada.
The family settled in Yellowgrass, SK where Frank
was born in 1933 followed by Audrey, two years later.
In 1934, the family moved to Cedeux, SK. but the hot
sun, grasshoppers and dust storms forced them to move
to Plumas, MB in 1937. In 1939, Emil bought a farm in
the Neepawa area and in 1945, the family bought land and
moved two miles west of Arden. Emil and Sarafina went
on to celebrate over 60 years of marriage.
On June 11, 1955 Frank married Shirley Kolesar,
daughter of John and Margaret of the Springhill area. In
1956, a daughter, Gail was born.
She studied computer programming at Red River
Community College and from 1976 until 1994 was married
to Lorne McCamis, son of Hugh and Mabel, of Arden.
Currently, she works for the Province of Manitoba. A son,
Michael was born in 1962. He is a member of the dog unit
of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and is currently
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different in their political opinions. (Jno. Kerr’s fatherin-law, Henry Hewitt’s was acclaimed in his obituary as a
prominent Liberal. Probably led to John Kerr’s neutrality
in politics and religion). He came to work year round in the
general store of J.A. Davidson and J.J. Hamilton located on
the northwest corner of Hamilton and Mountain Avenue.
Davidson and Hamilton sold the business in 1897 to John
Brown of Russell. John Kerr was relocated in partnership
with Adney Graham to the Jubilee block, recently built
by the Neepawa Realty Consortium. The Jubilee Block
contained the opera house and one or more residences on
the second and third floors with a number of stores and
offices on the ground floor.
John Kerr had arrived from Bright, ON with his wife
Georgina, and a son, James Harry, and a daughter, Lillian
Gertrude. His family was later blessed with the arrival of
Clarence Victor, Frederick Howard, Hewitt Reid and Nell
(Ellen Transvelletta). In 1900, he purchased a house at
500 Mountain Avenue from Matthew Cathew Richardson
that remained a Kerr family residence until it was razed to
accommodate the Elks Manor Senior’s Residence complex
in 1992.

Ryan, upon graduation, was employed by Manitoba Hydro
and he currently lives in Gillam, MB.
Barry married Norma Suski of Polonia in 1984. They
have three children: Derrick in 1986, Nicole in 1988 and
Mark in 1990. They continue to live in Neepawa where
Barry works for Prairie Forest Products and Norma works
for St. Dominic’s Catholic Church. Derrick is currently
attending college in Brandon, Nicole is planning to attend
college in Edmonton in the fall of 2007 and Mark is a
student at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute.
Paul and Joan’s only daughter, Karen was married in
1990 to David Burton of Franklin. They have two girls
Kelsey in 1991 and Nikki in 1992. They also continue to
live in Neepawa. Karen works at East View Lodge and
Dave farms near Franklin. Currently both Kelsey and Nikki
are attending school in Neepawa.
In 1995, David married Debbie (Bare) of Neepawa.
He adopted Debbie’s son Ricky and their family welcomed
two girls Pamala in 1996 and Samantha in 1999. They
reside on the original farmyard of David’s grandparents,
Emil and Sarefina Kerkowich, just east of Neepawa and
David continues to farm at the family farm near Arden.
Ricky is attending college in Red Deer, AB and Sam and
Pam are both still in elementary school in Neepawa.
Lorne never married and also continues to farm at the
Arden farm.
Paul and Joan have now been married for 54 years
and they continue to live at the Arden farm. They look
forward to enjoying many more years with their children,
grandchildren and great grandchild.

KERR, JOHN
Submitted by John Kerr
John and Georgina Kerr’s home in the early 1900s

TURN OF THE CENTURY MERCHANT
In Neepawa’s first decade rural rivalry emerged with
communities competing for athletic ascendancy. Neepawa
was seeking domination of the field lacrosse game. To
overcome their principal rival, Rapid City, they perhaps
delegated the Hewitt brothers, produce and horse brokers
from the Bright or Plattsville area of western Ontario to
recruit some sturdy racket-ruffians from a team that had
just vanquished the Brantford Natives, Ontario champions. A goal keeper from this lot, John Kerr had married a
sister Georgina Hewitt. The father of these Hewitt siblings,
Henry Hewitt was a prominent apple grower with interests
in business in Blandford Township and an investor in 1911
early Neepawa ventures. His position may have been a
variance to John Kerr’s father. The senior Kerr parents
had emigrated from the southern highlands of Scotland
and established business consecutively at Ratho, Millbank,
Lucknow and Bright, ON. Kerrs’ were Presbyterians and
the Hewitt’s were Wesleyan Methodists, perhaps even

The Kerr and Graham Store operated in the Jubilee
building until Jan. 12, 1905 when that building was
completely razed by fire. The Neepawa Press that week
reported the fire started in a furnace below the store. After
the fire the present Empire Block was built locating the
opera house on the east side with stores and one residence
to the west.
John Kerr resumed business on his own in a general
store with connections for produce and canned groceries from his relatives in Ontario and as a manufacturer’s
representative for a European broadcloth house. His new
enterprise commenced in the west section of the building (currently occupied by Kinley and Thomson), it was
expanded to the centre section, the second floor, and for
a time experimented with a cash and carry in the basement below the present theatre. One can still make out the
bricked up basement archway between the third and fourth
section where goods were trucked from the western cellar
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nery business but left to return to Toronto to work for a
wholesale hardware company.
Hewitt graduated from the University of Toronto
as a dental surgeon practicing in Saskatchewan until
the outbreak of World War II when he went overseas in
January, 1940. Injured by enemy shellfire at Caen, he was
unable to resume full-time private practice after the war
but continued to practice with Indian and Northern Health,
flying to northern outposts with mobile equipment he had
developed in the field. He retired from the Northern Health
Service at Chilliwack and resided in Victoria, BC until his
death in 1979. He married Marie Emmeline Robillard of
Willowbunch, SK and Montreal. One son, Robert Hewitt,
had a career in the regular Canadian Navy for some 38 years
then worked at the Halifax Shipyard prior to retirement.
The Kerr family businesses continued to operate
after Fred and Clarence’s death employing John C. Kerr,
Clarence’s son. The store was closed out in 1978 and the
Realty Company in 2003. Clarence’s daughter Jean Marion
Kerr married G.P. Williams, a wartime friend of George
Vivian. Gaynor had been the navigator on the crew of
the flying boat that followed the Bismarck until it was
sunk. They lived in British Columbia and Quebec before
settling in Ottawa in the 1950s where he was employed
with research council. She worked in the health and social
field with the city’s seniors’ service and prior to retirement
as discharge director at a regional hospital. They raised
three children: Derek, who took business administration
but chose a career with the running trades of the railway.
Gregory took a baccalaureate in computer mathematics
from Wilfred Laurier University, and has worked ever
since in commercial computer applications. Jennifer took
a Bachelor of Science in Horticulture and has had a career
with Agriculture Canada.

warehouses. They also purchased the movie and theatrical
business in premises occupied by the Roxy Theatre from
Cecil and Bertrand Brooker, Clarence managed the theater
until the diminished health of John Kerr, and eventual
death of John Kerr in 1927 due to complications of diabetes, required its sale to Booth and Beatty of Minnedosa.
Prior to World War I, James Harry left work for the Union
Bank in British Columbia. At the outbreak of war, he went
overseas in 1914 as paymaster of the Seaforth Highlanders
of Canada from Victoria.
Harry married Norma Hall of Victoria, BC and moved
to Toronto to join an uncle, Tom Kerr, in a commodity
brokerage and canning business. They had a daughter,
Marjorie Marie and a son John William, who married Edna
Reeves. Marjorie married Douglas Foster.
The eldest daughter, Gertrude Lillian, married Douglas
Kinnaird Brown, second son of John Brown, merchant.
Two daughters, Alice, who married N.G. Douglas with
one son, Hewitt.
D.K. and Gert owned Brownie’s, a restaurant and
groceteria at Clear Lake in the early days of that resort.
Doug later, joined the civilian company that operated the
Commonwealth Air Training base at Neepawa Airport
during World War II.
Sons Clarence and Frederick were destined to make
life long careers working for John Kerr & Co. Ltd. Prior
to their father’s death, they acquired most of the shares
in the Neepawa Realty Co. Ltd. (the real estate holding
company that held the theatre and the Empire Block). The
Opera House (the present day Roxy Theatre) portion of the
building was sold prior to the world wide recession in the
1930s. They got out of grocery trade, converted the second
floor to apartments and concentrated on the clothing and
footwear business along with industrial insurance and real
estate operations of the Neepawa Realty Company. J.J.
Hamilton, the secretary-treasurer of the Realty Company
from its inception in 1892, who remained in that position for many years until the Kerrs acquired his shares.
Clarence married Constance Haskett that came to teach
in Neepawa from Markdale and London, ON. They had a
daughter Jean Marion and a son John Clarence.
Fred married Irene McHale from Waverly, Minnesota.
Irene came here to join her sister and brother-in-law, E.P.
Boyle. They raised a nephew, Jim Brandenburg as a foster
son. Jim owned a courier business in Calgary and was still
active in music and arranging with the Southern Stardust
Band and at his church. Fred and Irene purchased the J.J.
Hamilton house at 153 Mill Street and lived there until
Fred died in 1962.
Ellen (or Nellie), the youngest daughter, worked in
medical records at the Winnipeg General and married Leo
Emory Maxson who was employed in purchasing with T.
Eaton Co. Later, they moved to Toronto, where he passed
away in 1937. Nell returned to Winnipeg to operate a milli-

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Submitted by the History Book Committee
John C, Kerr, Clarence Kerr’s son, passed away on Sept
7, 2007. He was buried in Riverside Cemetery, Neepawa
on Sept. 12, 2007.
John contributed much time and energy to his community serving on Neepawa town council. He was an active
member of Neepawa Rotary Club. John always showed
great interest in the history and welfare of the people in
the community.

KERR, WILLIAM
Submitted by Adrienne Hall
Several of my Kerr ancestors came to live in the
Neepawa area in the 1880s. All were the children of
William Kerr and Mary Hyndman of northern Ireland, who
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Although William Kerr Jr. remained in Owen Sound,
ON, his daughter, Marion Maude Kerr married Aaron Baker
and moved to Oberon, farming there for many years.
James Kerr, my great-great grandfather, came from
Elderslie Township in Bruce County to Franklin in 1881.
He was born in Manvers Township, Durham County, ON
in 1850 and married my great-great grandmother, Maggie
McCully, daughter of John and Agnes McCully, in Perth
County, ON in 1872. His son, Rufus George, born in Paisley,
Bruce County in 1875, was only six years old when they
left Ontario; his younger son, David James, was born in
Franklin in 1885. Maggie passed away in Franklin in 1898
and about a year later, James married Carrie McLaughlin, a
school teacher from Bruce County, and moved to Neepawa.
James, a farmer, passed away in 1916.
The two sons of James and Maggie Kerr did marry; in
1905 Rufus Kerr married Belle Leonard, also of Franklin,
daughter of Richard Leonard and Eliza Jane McClusky.
David James Kerr married Emily May Atwood in 1909
and resided in Brandon. Rufus and Belle lived in Neepawa,
where Rufus, in later years, worked for the Canadian
Pacific Railway. He passed away in 1930. He and Belle
have four children:
Cecil Rene Kerr, born in 1907, was the town electrician for many years in Neepawa and was often photographed from the top of any high pole that could be scaled.
He was also a member of the Salvation Army band and
played the trombone. He married Florence Nice in 1930
and lived in Neepawa, where his two children were born;
Cecil Jr. (Ena May Cooper) and Betty (Gordon Barker)
now reside in British Columbia. Cecil passed away in
Neepawa in 1948.
Merle Olive Kerr, my grandmother, was born in
Neepawa in 1908. Her best friends were Joyce Turner, her
cousin, and Nellie Wright. I am thankful that she owned a
camera and enjoyed taking photos. She was a member of
the Ladies’ Orange Benevolent Association and worked in
a jewelry store owned by Fred Leach. Upon her marriage
in Neepawa in 1929 to my grandfather, Claude Phillips
of St. Ola, ON, she was given lead crystal dessert bowls
by her employer; these remain in our family. She moved
to Ontario in 1930 and passed away in 1966 in Cobourg,
ON a grandmother to five grandchildren. Her children
Jean (born in Neepawa) (Bert Coppock), Maxine (Tom
Robins), Geraldine (John Hall) and Ron live in Ontario.
Her youngest son, Wayne, passed away in 1972.
Richard James “Jim” Kerr was born in 1916 and
passed away in Neepawa in 1947. He never married.
Roy Leonard Kerr was born in 1917 and married Mena
Klapp. During World War II, Roy served overseas with
the Royal Canadian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers
Corp (RCEME). He resides in Winnipeg, where he worked
for Manitoba Telephone System and raised his two sons,

had come to Ontario about 1843, living first in Manvers
Township, Durham County and then in Arran Township,
Bruce County. George, Elizabeth, James (my great-greatgrandfather) and John Kerr, all moved to the Neepawa
area as adults. Their parents passed away in Ontario and
several siblings remained there as well. The Hyndman’s
were from County Donegal in Ireland. It is not known as
yet which County the Kerr’s were from.
George H. Kerr, born 1840 in Ireland, married Mary
McConnell, daughter of Archie McConnell and Janet
McDugall, in Bruce County in 1865. They moved to
Gladstone and then Plumas about 1880 to raise a large
farming family there. The story of his family has been
written up in “Browsing through the Years: Plumas and
District”. George was the first sibling to move west, living
beside, I have concluded, his maternal grandmother Jane
Hyndman, his aunt and Uncle Oliver and Betsy (Hyndman)
McCrea and his aunt Jane (Hyndman) Glenn. In later years,
George lived with his daughter, Margaret Ann, in Neepawa.
Margaret Ann had married John “Jack” McIntosh and her
daughter Maggie McIntosh married Earl Murray. Together,
Maggie and Earl started up a car dealership which is still
in operation in Neepawa. George Kerr passed away in
Neepawa in 1919.
Elizabeth Kerr, born in Ireland in 1843, married Robert
McComb, son of Alexander and Isabella McComb, in
Ontario and moved to the Franklin area where they raised
five children: John James, William Alexander (Helen
Bruce), Robert Lewis “Lou” (Flossie Wiggins), Caroline
(John Arthur McDonald) and Thomas George (Bertie
Shuttleworth). The story of her son Lou McComb has
been written up in “Neepawa Land of Plenty 1883-1983”.
Elizabeth was an “accoucheur” or midwife and delivered
many children, including my great-grandfather Rufus
George Kerr.

James Kerr, Rufus George Kerr, Margaret McCully Kerr
1881-1882
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A complicating factor in researching this family was
the use, by my great-great-grandfather James, of the spelling Carr, rather than Kerr. I believe this began in Elderslie
Township in Bruce County, where a Kerr family with first
names identical to those of my Kerr ancestors lived. There
is a family story of this confusion and the problems it
caused with mail delivery. James used the Carr spelling from the mid 1870s in Ontario through to 1901 in
Manitoba; his four children were all registered as Carr
births, as was his second marriage to Carrie. By 1906,
the family had reverted back to the correct spelling of the
surname, Kerr.
The knowledge and memory of this extended Kerr
family in the Neepawa area has long faded save for the
grave markers in Neepawa’s Riverside Cemetery. Sadly,
my grandmother was only able to return to her hometown
twice before her passing in 1966 but the stories she told
and the family photo albums she kept, old in her time, are
treasured and remain safe in my keeping. This history is
submitted in memory of Merle Olive Kerr of Neepawa
(1908-1966) by her grand-daughter Adrienne Hall and
with gratitude for the generosity and kindness of Edith
Kathleen (nee Oliver) Kerr (1945-2007).

Don (Edith Oliver) and Barry (Barbara Bridge), both born
in Neepawa.

Merle Kerr taken about 1925

KIDDS, EDITH DOROTHY
(FREED, WILLIAMS)
Refer to Neepawa Land of Plenty, East of the Mountains
and Rosedale Remembers for previous written histories.

Back L to R: Belle, Leonard Kerr, Rufus Kerr,
Merle Kerr, Cecil Kerr
Front L to R: Jim Kerr and Roy Kerr
Taken in Neepawa 1926
After remarrying, James Kerr had two children with
Carrie McLaughlin: Howard Gilbert Kerr (Morna Blanche
Piett), born 1901 and Margaret Jane Irene “Reta” Kerr,
born in 1900. Howard passed away in 1970 and has three
children: Vernon Howard, Frederick Garfield and Mervyn
William. Reta never married and passed away in 1992
after living in the East View Lodge for several years.
She had worked in the Neepawa Post Office as well as
in Minnedosa.
In 1923, a widowed Carrie McLaughlin Kerr married
her brother-in-law, John Kerr, the youngest of the four
Kerr siblings to move to Manitoba. This led to the seemingly wide spread but erroneous belief that “two sisters
had married two brothers”. In fact, Carrie was not related
to Maggie McCully, James Kerr’s first wife. However,
John and Carrie did live in a home in Neepawa in the
late 1930s – with and probably owned by – Agnes Elves.
Agnes was the widow of Peter Elves and she and Peter
had moved from Bruce County to Franklin to open up a
boarding house. Agnes was born Agnes McCully and it
was Agnes who was Maggie McCully’s sister.

Beth Morrell, Argyle Freed, Patricia Rogers, John Freed
and Edith Kidds
Update from 1983:
I moved into Kinsmen Kourts in 1997.
My children are:
Elizabeth Anne Williams married Stephen Ross
Richardson. They now live in Cold Lake, AB with their
three children: Matthew James Roderick, born Nov. 2,
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ment in the Belgian Credit Union on Provencher Avenue
in Winnipeg.

1987. He works in the Radio Shack/The Source Store;
Jonathon Glen Cristian, born June 4, 1988. He works in
construction; Joanna Dorothy Faith, born Aug. 5, 1993.
Anne is still in the nursing profession and works in the
Cold Lake Hospital. Her husband, Steve, works in the
Northern Health Region as a complaints officer/patients
concerns officer in an area from Jasper to Cold Lake;

Ken Wiebe, Jaclynn, Kim and Brian
Thomas Allan Williams, born Sept. 9, 1954, lives
in Winnipeg. He has worked in the hotel industry. As a
bellhop in the Downtown Motor Inn; as a houseman for
the Holiday Inn on St. Mary’s; as a houseman for the
Birchwood Inn; as a kitchen helper in Halifax’s Black
Crow; the Scoundrells; and the Citadel Inn. Tom has also
worked for Canada Packers poultry division; filing at the
Archives Historical Society; at the Thompson Mines;
Winnipeg Welmar Windows; Winnipeg Fencing Division
on Wallace and Wallace; worked for Bowman’s Security
and Patrol Services as a security guard. When he worked
for Shorty’s Construction, he was required to carry 150
pound bales of wire. After such a varied career, Tom is
now disabled and cannot work.

Jonathon, Anne, Steve, Joanna and Matthew
Edith Myfanwy Williams married Barend Thomas de
Grot and lives in Winnipeg. Bob is a machinist. May was
a housewife until the children left home and she enjoys
working as a pantry rep/breakfast hostess at the Hampton
Inn and Suites – a part of the Hilton Family Hotel chain.
Their family is Peter Michael born June 15, 1972, who
works as a roofer in Calgary; Gerald Scott born Jan. 12,
1975, who works for a landscaping company;

KILBURN, RALPH and DOROTHY
Submitted by Dorothy Kilburn
Our early family history is found in the Eden-Birnie
History Book, 1984. In 1982, we moved from Birnie to
Neepawa. Ralph had retired from farming and I had retired
from teaching.
In our retirement, we were active in the community.
We found time to golf, bowl and travel. Ralph continued
to curl for a number of years and we were involved in
activities at the Neepawa Drop In Centre and members
of Neepawa United Church. In our spare time, we did
volunteer work.
Our son Neil and wife Judy are retired and live in
Port Elgin, ON.
Our daughter Donna nurses at the Children’s Hospital
in Winnipeg.
Kathy and husband Barry Routledge farm at Lenore,
MB.

Back Row: Gerald, Kim
Front Row: Barend, May and Peter
Kimberly Anne was born Oct. 22, 1976. Kim married
Ken Wiebe and they have 2 children: Brian Denzel and
Jaclynn. Ken is a carpenter and Kim is a chartered
accountant and works in the savings and loans depart489

KINGDON, AB and JOYCE (nee Adamson)
Submitted by Joyce Kingdon
We moved to 663 Walker Avenue in July of 1967.
Our family consisted of Kathy Joyce (July 28, 1960) and
Kelly John (Nov. 2, 1966). In 1968, we purchased property across the street and built our home at 664 Walker
Avenue.
Ab continued his employment with Manitoba
Telephone System and volunteered with Neepawa Fire
Department, Yellowhead Complex Centre and played
hockey. I remained a stay-at-home mom and volunteered
with many organizations, including Band Parent Council,
Sunday School teacher, 4-H leader, United Church
Women, Viscount Cultural Council and Yellowhead Ladies
Auxiliary.
Kathy and Kelly both attended school at Hazel M.
Kellington and graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute. Kathy went on to work with MTS. She married
Daniel Therrien in July of 1982. Danny was also employed
with MTS. Their employment took them to Brandon,
Winnipeg, back to Brandon, Russell and finally to Hamiota,
where they have lived for the past 19 years. Kathy and
Danny have two children: Trenton Samuel Laurent, born
Jan.10, 1987 and Nicole Marie, born May 25, 1989.
Trenton is currently attending Assiniboine Community
College taking police studies hoping to secure employment as a Royal Canadian Mounted Police officer. He
keeps busy playing sports, his favorites being hockey and
baseball.
Nicole is in Grade 12 at Hamiota Collegiate and enjoys
playing all sports. She is busy in her last year of high
school as student council president. Nicole loves young
children and plans to continue her education to become
a teacher.
Danny is still employed with MTS and enjoys his
hockey and attending his children’s sporting activities,
especially hockey and baseball. His love of long distance
running has taken him to many marathons, the highlight
being the Boston Marathon.
Kathy stayed at home when their children were young.
She returned to work at Hamiota Elementary School and is
now secretary/librarian at Oak River School. She is active
in small town volunteering such as the Sports Complex,
United Church Women and minor sports. Kathy enjoys
following her family’s activities, reading, baking and scrap
booking for our family.
Kelly received his Bachelor of Arts from Brandon
University in 1989. His keen interest in books led him to
work for Candlewood Books in Brandon for several years
and then to McNally Robinson Book Co. in Winnipeg.
Besides his love of reading, Kelly enjoys running, music
and has played drums for various bands over the years.

50th Wedding Anniversary
We enjoyed visits with our five grandsons: Scott
(Collette) Kilburn; Michael (Sue) Kilburn, Tyler, Patrick
and Matthew Routledge. A great granddaughter, Kelly
Marie Kilburn arrived in 2005. Ralph died on Jan. 18,
1998.

KILBURN, RON and JACQUELINE
Submitted by Jackie Kilburn
Ron (son of Roy and Mildred Kilburn) grew up on the
family homestead in the Springhill district in the RM of
Rosedale attending Iroquois and Eden schools. He mined
in northern Manitoba before returning to farm with his dad.
Ron opened the new Shadows Fitness Centre in 2000.
Ron married Jacqueline Hunter in 1972. Jackie
taught in Beautiful Plains School Division (mostly Hazel
M. Kellington) for over 30 years. They have three children: Raegan (born 1975), Amy (born 1977) and Jillian
(born 1978), all graduates of Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute.
Raegan received her Bachelor of Education from
Brandon University and married Ian Dyck of Neepawa.
They have two children, Kristen and Nathan, and are
living in Carberry. Raegan teaches at Carberry Collegiate
Institute and Ian works at the military base at Shilo.
Amy attended Assiniboine Community College graduating with a certificate in tourism and is living in Brandon
and working as sales manager at the Canad Inn.
Jillian received her certificate at the Classic Hairstyling
Academy in Brandon and she is currently working and
living in Brandon.
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I returned to work in 1982 at Neepawa Florists. My
life long love of plants and flowers made it a perfect job. I
remained in Neepawa following our divorce in 1985 and I
became a “second mom” to several Chinese students who
came to Neepawa to attend NACI and learn the English
language. Employment since has been at Long’s Shoe
Store, Neepawa United Church and bookkeeping at Flatt
Implements. I continue to volunteer with the UCW, Roxy
Theatre, Margaret Laurence Home committee and the Lily
Festival board. With my love of flowers and the outdoors,
I enjoy working in my yard, walking my little dog Muffy,
taking in and watching curling events, and quality time
spent with my family.

Our first home was in the village of Franklin – a
large house we rented from J. Wark. December of 1959,
we received a wonderful Christmas gift – our daughter
Heather Joyce was born. 1961 was a very busy year, as
Jack and Dolly had a ready to move house built and moved
on the farm. Doug, myself and Heather moved into the
original farm house. We purchased the E ½ 31-14-16 and
our first son, Brian Douglas, was born in June. In 1968, my
mom and dad had retired to 290 First Street in Neepawa.
The following spring, while we were digging some plants
on the farm at Keyes, my dad passed away. The same
year 1969 in August, our second son Kevin William was
born. Another eventful year was 1972, when we purchased
the home farm from Doug’s parents and our family was
completed with our third son, Trevor John. All children
were born in Neepawa Hospital.

KITSON, GEORGE DOUGLAS and JOAN
Submitted by Joan Kitson
George Douglas, only child of Jack and Eleanor
(Dolly) Kitson, was born 1932 in Neepawa Hospital. Doug
received his education in Franklin and Neepawa Viscount
Schools. Completing his schooling, he then joined the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police. Most of his postings
were in British Columbia with the exception of Ottawa.
While there, he played trumpet in the RCMP band for the
famous musical ride. After six years of service, he took
an honourable discharge to return to the farm.
April, 1959, Doug and Joan Elizabeth Griffith were
married in Neepawa United Church. Joan was the youngest
of six children born to W.J. (Bill) and Hazel Griffith (nee
Buchanan). I was born 1939, on the family farm, two and
one half miles west of Keyes. I started school at Twyford, a
small one-room school one half mile from home. The little
school closed when enrollment dropped to six pupils, and
the rest of my education was in Arden schools. In 1956,
I went to Winnipeg to enroll in the Manitoba Technical
Institute and graduated in cosmetology, after which I
returned to work in English’s Beauty Salon.

Janelle, Peter, Heather, Angela and Jody
Heather and Brian did start school in Franklin before
this school closed. All four children graduated from
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute (NACI). Heather
continued her education as a dental assistant at Keewatin
Community College in The Pas. In 1981, Heather and Peter
Behrens were married in the Neepawa United Church.
They have three daughters: Janelle, 1982; Angie, 1984
and Jody, 1987. This family lives in Brandon and has their
own business.
Brian is a journeyman electrician. In 1991, Brian and
Kelli Strand of Dryden, ON were married on the farm at
Franklin. They have two sons: Jace, 1992 and Trey, 1995.
Brian lives and works in Brandon.
Kevin, after graduation, chose auto-body repair at
Assiniboine Community College and is now in Alberta
with Rob-Well Constructor. In 1991, Kevin and Derena
Scott were married in the United Church in Neepawa. To
this union there are four children: Justin, 1992; Joni, 1994,
Joshua, 1998 and Jenna, 2001. Kevin’s principle home is
Neepawa; Derena and the children live at Anzack, AB.

Heather, Kevin, Brian, Doug, Trevor and Joan
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Band. We both taught Sunday school in Neepawa United
Church while our children attended. As our ancestors were
Presbyterians, we now attend Knox Presbyterian, joining Knox Choir. Doug served twenty-nine years on the
Franklin Pool Elevator board – twenty-two as secretary
and twenty as pool delegate.

Jace, Brian and Trey

Trevor, Tanner, Naleen, Shaylee-Rae and Quintin
Our main entertainment was curling, as Franklin was
a curling community. In 1947, at the age of fifteen, Doug
played second on a young rink to win the western Canadian
Curling Championship, representing Manitoba. We also
enjoyed dancing and socializing with family, friends and
neighbours. I was a stay-at-home mom while the family
was small. I had a large garden, raised chickens, and was
a hired hand in spring and fall.
Kevin, Justin, Joshua, Joni and Jenna
Trevor also attended ACC taking auto-mechanics. Since
then, he has converted and is now a welder with Behlen
Industries in Brandon. In 1996, Trevor and Naleen Scott
were married in Knox Presbyterian Church in Neepawa.
They have three children: Tanner, 1998; Shaylee-Rae, 2000
and Quintin, 2003. This family lives in Rapid City.
Doug was a very adept carpenter. He could build
everything from furniture to houses and was instrumental in building the addition to the Franklin Hall. Doug
worked on winter construction crews as foreman. In 1987,
he became a driver’s education instructor for NACI, when
illness forced his retirement. Doug played trumpet in the
Neepawa Lions Club band, acting as assistant bandmaster.
One of his interests was flying, and in 1958, he received his
private pilot’s license. We enjoyed our community and had
a sincere interest in the church. Before the closing of the
Franklin Church, we were active members. Doug served
as an organist while I taught Sunday school and Mission

Trevor, with Joan and Doug
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Although, I never knew my grandfather, I was always
very close to my grandmother and loved to listen to her
stories of “the old days”. From grannie’s stories I learned
that she and George were hardworking, honest people who
came to Canada to contribute and to build a future for
themselves and for their family.

I enjoyed working with Franklin United Church Women
and Franklin Community Club, taking a turn as president.
I also was a member of the Neepawa Royal Purple Lodge,
moving through the chairs to Honored Royal Lady. Doug
was a member of the Neepawa Elks Lodge and held the
position of Exalted Ruler.
In 1982, Jack and Dolly moved into the new Kinsmen
Kourts. Sadly in 1984, Jack passed away, and in 1989, my
mom, Hazel Griffith passed away. She was in East View
Lodge at the time. Dolly passed away in 1992.
I went back to my chosen profession in 1983, operating my own business and retiring after twenty years.
We celebrated our farm’s centennial in 1993 and while
researching, it was discovered that Doug’s grandfather,
George Kitson had purchased the S ½ 5-15-16 in 1891,
after homesteading this land for some years before. Our
children were the fourth generation to live in this house.
In 2000, while attending a family reunion at Gladstone,
Doug passed away. I continued to live on the farm, until
in 2003, I bought my house on First Street in Neepawa
and moved in one year later.
I am very thankful for the life we had. We were
sincerely blessed.

George and his wife Anne and 5 of their 8 children

KOLESAR, GEORGE
Submitted by Marilyn Iwanick
(nee Veale, granddaughter)
George Kolesar was born in the late 1850s in Trhovisje,
Hungary, (near present day Vasarhely, Slovakia). He
emigrated to Canada in 1891 to join his brother Michael
Kolesar, one of the first Hungarian families who traveled
from Hazelton, Pennsylvania to homestead in Huns Valley,
present day Polonia. Like his brother, George also homesteaded in Huns Valley. On July 30, 1893, at St. Elizabeth
Church, Huns Valley, he married Anne Bennett, daughter of Francis and Anna Bennett, another of the original
settler families. In 1896, George became a naturalized
Canadian.
Soon after George and Anne took up permanent residence in Neepawa where George established his shoemaking business. He appreciated that his new country was a
land of opportunity and he began to plan for the future of
his growing family. In addition to his shoe making business
George acquired properties in Neepawa and surrounding
area. This was to be his legacy for the family, which eventually grew to seven boys and two girls: George, William,
Harry, Charles, Frank, Gordon, Ernest, Agnes and Anne
who died in infancy. However, his plans for the future
were left unfinished. George became seriously ill in 1916
and after a losing battle with cancer, he died on July 19
that year.

Saying goodbye to Charlie is his mother Anne, sister-inlaw Noreen, niece Marilyn and nephew Bobby.
From their family, two sons made the ultimate sacrifice for their country. George was killed June 2, 1916 in
World War I and Charles was killed Aug. 28, 1944 in
World War II. A third son, William (Bill) was awarded the
medal for bravery beyond the call of duty for his service in
World War I. Bill, a modest man, never spoke of his war
service but quietly went about his business of farming in
the Kelwood area, and with his wife, Annie, raising his
family of three children.
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became a baker, and along with his wife Noreen, owned
two bakeries, first in Powerview and later in Beausejour.
They have three sons.

Bill and Anne Kolesar

L to R: Frank, Ernie, Agnes and Gordon Kolesar

Harry remained in Neepawa, working at the Swift
Hatchery. He and his wife Cassie, also raised a family of
three.

A number of the family believe that it was Agnes who
became the force which kept the extended family connected.
She married a native son of Neepawa, Richmond (Sonny)
Veale and together they raised one daughter, Marilyn Veale.
Granny, who enjoyed lengthy visits with her son’s families,
chose to live the majority of her remaining years with her
daughter and son-in-law, Jack and Marilyn Veale.
Unlike George, Anne, enjoyed a long life, and had
the pleasure of watching her children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren grow into the kind of people who
would make these two Neepawa pioneers proud. At 97,
on Mar. 14, 1975, Anne returned to Neepawa to be with
George in the beautiful Riverside Cemetery.

KOLESAR, HENRY and HELEN
Henry Kolesar was born in 1914 on the family
farm, NE 33-15-16, the only child of Mike Kolesar and
his second wife Barbara (nee Banyacki). He attended
Clarksville School and, except for a brief move as a child
to Neepawa’s north end, Henry lived on the farm his entire
life. In 1938, he married Helen Grudeski in Glenella. Born
in 1915, Helen was the daughter of Tom and Apolonia (nee
Prawdzik) Grudeski. Henry and Helen soon settled on the
Kolesar family farm and eventually took over the farm
when Mike passed away in 1942. Henry’s mother Barbara
lived with them until she passed away in 1958.

Harry Kolesar
Like many others affected by the great depression, the
other children left Neepawa. Gordon, Ernie and Agnes,
along with their mother, moved to Winnipeg. Frank settled
in Detroit, eventually becoming the manager of a mission
for the needy. He and his wife Shirley never had any children. Gordon became chief mechanic for Canada Packers,
married Margaret, and helped raise three girls. Ernie
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Henry and Helen Kolesar
Henry and Helen worked hard on the farm, hiring
men to help with the harvest, as there were only the two
of them. Along with grain and cattle farming, they kept
chickens and milked cows, selling the eggs and cream
for a little extra money. At various times, they also kept
turkeys, sheep, and goats. Helen always had a large
garden and a beautiful flower garden. They loved traveling, fishing and they involved themselves in the communities they were a part of. Henry served on the board of
Clarksville School and was councilor for ward 4 in the
RM of Rosedale. He was also active with the Whitemud
Watershed Conservation District for many years. Both
Henry and Helen were involved with their parish, St.
Elizabeth’s Church in Polonia, as well as the Springhill
Community Hall and the local 4-H club. Helen passed
away in 1979, and Henry passed away in 1998.
Henry and Helen have one son, Jim who was born in
1940. In 1963, he married Marion, the daughter of Bill and
Jessie (nee Krutkewich) Safroniuk from Mountain Road.
They built a house on the Kolesar farm and have lived there
ever since. They raised five children, all whom attended
Hazel M. Kellington School, participated in the local 4-H
clubs, hockey and baseball and subsequently graduated
from Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. Jim and Marion
continue to run a mixed farming operation.
Denise was born in 1964 and moved to Winnipeg after
graduation. She attended Red River Community College
and worked in the computer industry. In 1986, she met Alex
McLean, the son of Don and Rose McLean of Winnipeg.
Alex is an amateur wheelchair athlete and has traveled
all over the world competing in wheelchair sports. They
currently live in Winnipeg where Denise works for New
Flyer Industries as a systems/network administrator.
Tom, born in 1965, moved to Winnipeg to study, first
of the University of Manitoba, graduating with a Bachelor
of Science in electrical engineering, then at RRCC, where
he graduated with a diploma in electrical technology. He
currently lives in Winnipeg and works for Manitoba Hydro
as a design engineer.

Jim and Marion Kolesar Family – 2005
Back: Gloria and Jerry Kolesar, Jim and Cindy
Williams, Tom, Denise, Mark and Nancy Kolesar
Seated: Jim, holding Mason, and Marion Kolesar,
Alex McLean
Front: Cody Williams, Hayden Kolesar, Austin Williams,
Nate Kolesar, Riley Kolesar
Born in 1967, Cindy attended RRCC after graduation, worked as an accountant for a number of years in
both Neepawa and Portage la Prairie. In July 1994, Cindy
married James Williams, son of Blaine and Joan Williams
from Portage la Prairie. They have two sons: Austin was
born in 1997 and Cody in 2001. They reside on a farm
south of Portage la Prairie where Jim farms and operates
a trucking business and Cindy works as an accountant
from their home.
Jerry was born in 1969 and, following his graduation,
played junior hockey for 3 years in Winkler after which he
began working for Manitoba Hydro. In 1992, he married
Gloria Friesen, the daughter of Abe and Tina Friesen of
Winkler. They have two boys: Riley who was born in 1995
and Hayden, born in 1997. Jerry and Gloria presently live
near the original Kolesar farmstead. Jerry continues to
work for Manitoba Hydro and Gloria is a licensed hairdresser who works out of their home.
Mark was born in 1973 and left home to play hockey
for the Brandon Wheat Kings at the age of 17. After playing with Brandon, he signed with the Toronto Maple Leafs
and played in St. John’s and Toronto from 1995 to 1997.
A highlight for him was scoring a short-handed goal in a
play-off game between St. Louis and Toronto.
In 1997, Mark married Nancy Sutherland, the daughter
of Bill and Kathy Sutherland of Brandon. They moved
to Europe where Mark played hockey first in England,
then Germany, finally returning to England for a few more
years. They have two sons: Nate, born in 1999 and Mason,
born in 2003. They currently make their home in Brandon
where Mark works for Canexus and Nancy works for the
Brandon Regional Health Authority.
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KOLESAR, RAY and MARION

KOSTENCHUK, CURTIS and MARIJKA

Submitted by Marion Kolesar
On Aug. 9, 1968, Curtis Allen was born in the
Neepawa Hospital. Following graduation from Neepawa
Area Collegiate Institute in 1987, he received his diploma
in heavy duty mechanics from Assiniboine Community
College in 1992, and then worked at Yellowhead Equipment
in Neepawa for 16 years. He is now service manager for
McLaughlin Chrysler Dodge. As a sideline, he built a
meat shop and operates the business under the name “CK
Meats.”
In 1994, Curtis married Marijka Boersma, daughter of
Bill and Olive. In 1987, Marijka graduated from NACI.
After becoming a health care aide and working at East
View Lodge for five year, she studied reflexology at the
Moreau Institute of Natural Healing and Massage Therapy
for two years. As a registered massage and reflexology
therapist, she opened her own business in 1996, built a
new day spa in 2001, “Marijka’s Therapy Clinic and Day
Spa”.
They live in Neepawa, where daughter Kendra was
born on Feb. 17, 1994 and son Ryan on Oct. 21, 1996.
Both Kendra and Ryan are very active in all sports, and
they especially love hockey.
For the past 8 years, Marijka has played women’s
hockey as goalie for the Neepawa Ice Scrapers. Their team
experienced the chance of a lifetime in 2007, when they
took part in the 11th annual Women’s Hockey Classic
Tournament in Las Vegas, Nevada. Undefeated until their
last game, they finally lost against Phoenix, Arizona.
Marijka was honoured to be chosen over 38 other participating goalies to receive the All-Star Goalie award.
Curtis and Marijka enjoy Neepawa’s small town atmosphere for raising their children, and have managed to
enjoy very successful careers here. The Kostenchuk family
enjoys camping and fishing every summer, and all four of
them are avid golfers.

Ray Kolesar was born to John and Anne (Smoley)
of Eden in 1952, and attended school in Glenholme and
Neepawa. Ray married Marion Banman, daughter of Jake
and Katherine (Wiebe) Banman, in 1976. They moved to
Arden in 1977, when their son Jeremy was born. In 1980,
their daughter Rachel was born. Both went to school in
Arden to Grade 9 and went to Neepawa for high school
where they both graduated.
In March, 1986, Ray and Marion bought the NW ¼
of 7-15-13 in the RM of Lansdowne. Upon moving to the
farm, the kids had all kinds of pets: goats, sheep, cats,
dogs, donkeys, rabbits, ducks, geese, guinea hens, pigs,
ponies and calves. While the kids were at home, Marion
always had a hand milked cow and of course, her horses,
which she rode daily. Ray fed a pen of calves every winter
and worked off the farm in the summer at various jobs.
In July, 1999, Jeremy married Dannyelle Hammond of
Mission, BC daughter of Robert Hammond and Jennifer
Neely. In July, 2004, their son Matthew was born. They
live in Deloraine, MB.
In July, 2005, Rachel married Curtis Wightman
of Neilburgh, SK son of Grant and Sandra (Atkinson)
Wightman. In October, 2006, their son Augustus (Gus)
was born. They live at Neilburgh, SK.

KOOTING, IRIS
Submitted by Iris Kooting
We relocated to Neepawa in 1989 when the children
were in elementary school. In 1990, I took the Manitoba
Real Estate Course and began selling residential real
estate with Realty World Landex. In 2001, I joined Re/
Max Prairie Mountain and remain a sales associate in the
firm.
The market is changing now and I am also selling
farms and commercial properties. After almost 18 years,
I still enjoy going to work everyday and satisfying the
needs of my clients.
I raised two children in Neepawa and they have both
moved on to bigger centres after finishing school. Becky
(Rebecca) is a hair stylist in a salon in the exchange district
in Winnipeg. She lives in a condo downtown and likes to
travel.
David is working in the electronics business in
Brandon. He has a daughter Jocelyn, who is attending
French immersion kindergarten classes in Brandon. She
enjoys coming to visit Grandma Iris in Neepawa were
everyone knows who she is and comments on how much
she has grown.

KOSTENCHUK, GEORGE and LOUISE
Submitted by Louise Kostenchuk
George, the second son of the late Eli and Lily
Kostenchuk, of Mountain Road, was born May 6, 1937 at
the farm home SW 17-17-16, in the RM of Rosedale.
He received his education at Mountain Road School
where he completed Grade 8. He remembers the days
when there was no electricity or telephone. Travel was by
horse-drawn vehicle – cart or buggy in the summer and
sleigh, cutter or van in the winter.
George enjoyed helping his dad cut logs in the winter
at the Riding Mountain National Park. Permits were taken
and logs sawed for lumber at the mill owned by Nick
Baraniuk (Kootsie). He also hauled water from the river
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worked as a mechanic for Kendall Motors. In the fall of
1960, we moved to Sintaluta and Wolseley where George
worked for the RM of Wolseley and I was employed at
Assiniboine School.
On Nov. 22, 1961, Corwin Lee was born at Wolseley
District Hospital.
In 1962, George decided to try his luck at farming,
so we bought the Nick and Annie Baraniuk farm – ½
mile north of Mountain Road. Besides beginning to farm,
George drove school van from Pine Bluff to Mountain
Road School.
On July 30, 1964, Lorilee Ann was born at Neepawa
Memorial Hospital.
George also compensated his farming by working for
Zaruk Construction, while Louise tended to the children
and garden.
In 1965, we moved to our present farm S ½ 9-17-15,
at the corner of Mountain Road and #5 Highway, formerly
owned by Bill Baryla. Here, we will be as long as our
health permits.
We are thankful that we came from hard-working,
God-fearing families and were young and energetic to
face the challenges of farming. Our parents, did not leave
us with an inheritance of land or material things, they
installed a faith that would sustain us through every crisis
in life. Although there was much sweat, hardwork and tears
– there was also much contentment and satisfaction.
On Aug. 9, 1968, Curtis Allan was born at the Neepawa
Hospital.
With a growing family, George engaged in several
productive sidelines. He worked for the RM of Rosedale,
cropped the land, and took a keen interest in cattle, first
Herefords, then Simmental and cross-breeding. George
had a cow/calf operation, taking great pride in watching
the calves grow. Despite the hard work and disappointments, the forty some years of living on our farm brought
progress and became an easier life.
In December, 1975, Louise was the first teacher of the
Birnie Nursery School, teaching Tuesday and Thursday
afternoons for six and a half years.
In September, 1978, Louise joined the staff at Neepawa
Furniture Centre owned by Roy and Joan McGillivray and
retired in 2002. That same year George leased his land, and
together we enjoy more time for the pleasures of life.
All the farm buildings have been restored and the place
is often identified by the landmark “the big red barn” at
the corner of #357 and #5.
Corwin completed a travel course at Success College in
Winnipeg and is a sales manager with Signature Vacations
for Manitoba, Saskatchewan and northwestern Ontario. On
Aug. 10, 1996, he married Sheila Maksymchuk, daughter
of Tony and Dorothy of Winnipeg. They reside in Winnipeg
with their pet poodles, Cooper and Rudy. Sheila works at
Health Sciences Centre in microbiology.

by team and sleigh to the steam engine at John Zaruk’s
sawmill.
George recalls farming with horsepower – ploughing,
discing, cutting the crop with a binder, hand stooking the
sheaves and threshing the grain with tractor-driven threshers. Threshing gangs consisted of several neighbours banding together to thresh one another’s crop – using teams of
horses and racks to bring in the sheaves, pitch them to the
threshing machine that separated the grain from the straw.
Straw was blown on a pile and grain was shovelled into
the granary by hand. Certainly a great deal of physical
manpower was needed, but they were happy times.
During the winter months, George stayed home cutting
firewood with a chainsaw for neighbours at $2.00 an hour.
Interested in heavy-duty equipment, George started on road
construction as a cat-operator in the summer months. He
worked with Warwaruk Construction, the RM of Rosedale
and a pipeline crew in Ontario for a short while. Then,
closer to home, he was employed with Barber Construction,
Max Bristow and later moved to Saskatchewan to work as
a road builder with Barber Construction.

George and Louise
George met Louise Koscielny who was teaching
at Lund School and boarding with his sister Mary and
brother-in-law Sam Chermerika.
I, Verna Louise, was born Sept. 23, 1940 in Shoal
Lake Hospital to Mike and Anne Koscielny, raised at
Rossburn until 1953 when my family moved to Cardale,
MB. I attended Perch and Marney Schools, later Cardale
High School and Elphinstone Collegiate.
On Aug, 1, 1959, George and I were married at St.
Mary’s wooden cathedral in Mountain Road. We moved
to Kamsack, SK where Louise was teaching and George
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All four of our grandchildren are actively involved in
hockey during the winter and other sports in summer.

The Kostenchuk Barn
Lorilee attended Red River Community College in
Winnipeg graduating as a laboratory technologist, later
receiving an x-ray course and is presently employed at
Neepawa Hospital. On Aug. 6, 1988, Lorilee married
Kevin Harris, son of Art and Helen Harris, who owned
the Harris Pharmacy. Kevin has since bought the business
from his dad. Lorilee and Kevin reside in Neepawa and
have two sons. Nigel James was born Jan. 2, 1992 (nickname Mongoose) and Brendan Michael born Mar. 7, 1996
better known as Duke.
Curtis attended Assiniboine Community College in
Brandon, and received his diploma in heavy duty mechanics. He was employed with Countryside Equipment
formerly known as Yellowhead Equipment, a John Deere
dealership in Neepawa. Now he is currently employed
at McLaughlin car dealership as service manager. For a
sideline, he has built a meat shop and operates his business under the name of CK Meats. On July 23, 1994,
Curtis married Marijka Boersma, daughter of Bill and
Olive. Marijka took a reflexology course and has built
a spa, and she is a therapist in massage and reflexology.
They reside in Neepawa and have two children: Kendra
Louise born Feb. 17, 1996 (Fred) and Ryan David Allan
born Oct. 21, 1998.

Back Row L to R: Curtis, Marijka and Corwin
Kostenchuk, Sheila Maksymchuk, Kevin, Lorilee and
Nigel Harris.
Middle: Louise and George
Front Row: Kendra and Ryan Kostenchuk, Brendan
Harris
We are very fortunate having them so close, so our
family can share many good times together.
In May, 2006, we finally decided to have an auction
sale, which will be a day to remember. We are thankful for
the many friends who have similar interests whether it be
social or church activities to share more time with.
Our best wishes to the municipality, province and
country for continued success, peace and prosperity for
the future.

KOSTENCHUK, JOHN and TESSIE
Submitted by Tessie Kostenchuk
John and Tessie (nee Swiscoski) Kostenchuk were
married Oct. 18, 1939 and have lived in Neepawa since
1942. They both went to school in Mountain Road. John
served four years in World War II from 1942-1946.
John was the manager of the Roxy Theatre, Neepawa
Drive-In Theatre and the Lyric Theatre in Minnedosa
which were owned by Mr. Leon Asper. The Asper family
sold the theatres to Famous Players Theatre and they
moved to Winnipeg.
Tessie and John lived at 297 Emma Street and have
five children: May, Elaine, Victor, Harvey and Cathy.
Curtis, Corwin, Louise, Lorilee, George
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KRISTJANSON, CLIFFORD and KATHLEEN
Submitted by Cliff and Kay Kristjanson

Cliff was born in 1939 in Lundar, MB, the son of
Norman and Lilja Kristjanson. He was raised on the farm 4
miles south of town. When he was eight years old, he drove
the tractor during harvest and his 80 year old grandfather
rode on the binder. He took his schooling in Lundar and
at the age of 17 left home for a job in Winnipeg with the
Manitoba Telephone System.
Kay was born in 1940 in Winnipeg, the daughter of
Thomas and Jean Sullivan. She was raised and took her
schooling in the city but spent most of her summers on the
farm with relatives. After graduating in 1957, she worked
for the Canadian Wheat Board for 7 years. In 1964, she
left the work place to raise her family and became a stayat-home mother.
We were married in 1960 in Winnipeg, and raised
two children. Son, David Norman born 1964, married
to Debbie Anderson. They live in Oak River, MB and
have two children, Hanna born in 1999 and Liam born in
2001. Daughter, Lynda Rae born 1967, married to Lyndon
Thiessen. They live near Spruce Grove, AB, and have two
children, Kaija born in 1998 and Kezrah born in 2003.
In 1994, Cliff retired from MTS after a successful
career of 38 years. Wanting to get back to country living,
we searched all over rural Manitoba for a new home in
which to spend our retirement years. In 1996, after much
research, we chose Neepawa for its natural beauty and
excellent services. We have been very happy here, made
many new friends, and have become very involved in the
community. Golfing, volunteering at the Lily Festival, the
Roxy Theatre and our Church keep us very busy.

May married Barry Scheel in 1961 and lived in
Brandon most of their married life. They have a daughter
Susan. She married Bob Potter of Brandon and they now
live in Cranbrook, BC. They have two daughters and a son.
The son married Maura McElrea of Brandon and they now
live in Sherwood Park, AB. They have a daughter Kianna
who is nine years old.
Elaine married Jack McClain. They live in Sioux
Lookout, ON. They have two sons: Doug and Jackie live in
Kenora, ON and Darryl and Carol live in Russell, ON.
Victor lives in Winnipeg with his partner Janet Forbes.
Vic has two sons Bradley and Dan.
Harvey lives in Vancouver, BC and has a fourteen
year old daughter, Sage. He is still involved in playing the
drums with numerous bands and is also a carpenter.
Cathy and her daughter, Jennifer, live in Victoria.
Tessie and John operated the Neepawa Golf Course
club house for three summers in the early 1970s.
Tessie was manager of the canteen at Neepawa
Collegiate during the years 1974 to 1981.
John died Aug. 29, 1981 at Neepawa Hospital.
Tessie celebrated her 85th birthday on Oct. 2, 2006.
All her children and their spouses, grandchildren and greatgrandchildren were with her at St. Dominic’s Church for a
birthday tea. A family supper was held at Kinsmen Kourts
in Neepawa where she now resides.
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KRYSCHUK, DONALD and BRENDA

at the Neepawa Public Library as the community access
program coordinator.
She is now the administrative director of the Viscount
Cultural Council and helps facilitate programming the
Viscount Cultural Centre for the Arts.
Brenda and Don are actively involved in the community having volunteered with many organizations such as
Kinettes, Kin Club, Soccer Association, East View Lodge,
Yellowhead Bow Hunters and the Heritage Committee.
Both Stephanie and Megan are volunteers at East View
Lodge and help their parents by volunteering with their
organizations.
Though only in the community for a short 17 years
it has been a great place to raise children and they are
fortunate to call Neepawa home.

Both Donald and Brenda were raised on family farms;
Donald in The Pas, MB and Brenda (Pielechaty) in the
Swan River area.
Following high school, Brenda worked in The Pas
where she met Donald. They were married in 1987 in Swan
River. They first lived in The Pas but shortly after marrying, they moved to Thompson, MB where Don continued
his career at the Manitoba Liquor Control Commission. In
Thompson, Brenda worked at the Norwest Do-It Centre
and volunteered with 4-H as a leader.
In 1990, Brenda and Don moved to Neepawa where
Don continued working with the Manitoba LCC. Here,
they purchased a heritage home, which remains a work in
progress. During this period, Brenda worked in the hardware department of the Neepawa- Gladstone Co-op.
Stephanie arrived Aug. 12, 1991, followed by Megan
on May 30, 1993. While the girls were small, Brenda
provided care for children in her home.

KUHARSKI, DON and MARY
Submitted by Don Kuharski
Don is the third child of Minnie and Joe Kuharski.
He went to Iroquois School and Neepawa Collegiate. Don
drove a truck delivering gas to farmers in the Neepawa
area for a couple of years. Then, he worked as an elevator agent for United Grain Growers in Portage la Prairie,
Beausejour and Turin, AB. He moved to Kamloops, BC
and now resides in Lethbridge, AB. He has three children:
Lisa, Tiffany and Trent (Pam) and three grandchildren:
Trevor, Brittany and Aaron. Don married Mary Koskowich
in 1989. Don’s extended family consists of Greg (Geri);
Calvin (Laurie); Lorraine (Palmo); Tim (Linda); and Brad
(Karen).

KUHARSKI, EDDIE and MARY
Submitted by Mary Kuharski
Eddie was the oldest child of Minnie and Joe Kuharski.
He married Mary Matthews of Arden in 1967. Eddie passed
away very suddenly on Mar. 14, 1980. He was a very
active member of St. Dominic’s Parish and the Knights of
Columbus. He was a fireman for the Canadian National
Railway, worked at the Salt Plant and drove school bus.
He worked for the town and surrounding municipalities
as weed inspector. In his spare time, he would ump ball
games in the summer and referee hockey games in the
winter. He had a great sense of humor, always telling jokes
or playing tricks on someone. He had his own music band
for many years – playing for numerous weddings, dances
and family functions. Eddie was very family-oriented and
loved to spend time with his two sons, Dale of Penticton,
BC and Darren (Jennifer) of Calgary, AB. Mary resides
in Neepawa.

Don was promoted to manager of the Neepawa
Manitoba Liquor Mart in 1999.
Brenda entered emplacement at Touchwood. While
working at Touchwood, Brenda returned to school fulltime to obtain her office administration certificate at the
Assiniboine Community College located in Neepawa.
Following completion of her course, she was employed
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KUHARSKI, IGNACE and MARTHA

house and yard, many family get-togethers were held at
our place. It has often been said, “If only that house could
talk, it would have quite the stories to tell.”
There were five children: Edmund, Edward, Wanda,
Don and Jeannette. Edmund died in infancy in 1931;
Edward married Mary Matthews of Arden; Wanda married
Eddie Szucki of Polonia; Don married Shirley Trowsky of
Austin. Don is married a second time to Mary Koskowich
of Lethbridge and Jeannette married David Kasprick of
Polonia. Eddie passed away suddenly Mar. 14, 1980; mom
on Nov. 14, 1984; dad on Feb. 4, 1989 and Wanda on Aug.
23, 2006. Wanda’s husband predeceased her June 1995.

Submitted by Wendy Simon
Ignace Kuharski married Martha Pilatic Nov. 21, 1933.
They lived in the Springhill area where they raised 7 children. Frank married Louise Sumner on July 27, 1963;
Mary married Tony Cleszecki on July 21, 1963; Fred
married Joan Sumner, Aug. 1, 1964. Josephine married
Chester Rainka on Aug. 1, 1959; Doreen married Gerry
Keating on Nov. 12, 1965; Connie married Henry Zagula
on Sept. 2, 1972; and Randy married Joanne Buchanan on
Dec. 30, 1975. Ignace and Martha moved to the Mentmore
area and continued farming until 1962 when they moved
to Neepawa.
Ignace worked for Fred Kozak and Sons. Martha
was doing some catering and house cleaning to help out.
They stayed in their house in Neepawa for many years
until they were unable to keep up with the work and care
for the garden and yard work. They chose to move into
the Kinsmen Kourts. Martha and Ignace lived there until
Martha passed away Mar. 4, 1997 at the age of 84. Ignace
stayed at Kinsmen Kourts until his health started to fail, so
he decided to move into the care home, East View Lodge.
Ignace was there until he passed away on May 3, 2000 at
the age of 90.
Ignace and Martha were married for 64 years and
enjoyed 22 grandchildren and now to date have 26 great
grandchildren.
We have laid to rest: Frank Kuharski, Nov. 16, 1989,
Gerry Keating Feb. 21, 2002, Henry Zagula Feb. 20, 2004
and Fred Kuharski Jan. 19, 2007.

KUHARSKI, MIKE and JENNIE
Mike was born on Oct. 18, 1903 to Tom and Mary
Kuharski in the Polonia area. He never went to school as he
had to help grandpa on the farm. As he grew up, he worked
for various farmers including Herb Peeler, Hugh Campbell,
Ed Nicholson and Mr. Kerr northwest of Franklin.
Mike started farming on his own on E ½ of 10-15-16
for one year. Then, he went to help his uncle and aunt,
The Tylski’s, west of Eden. He met Jennie Grockoski, who
emigrated to Canada from Poland. She came to work for
Mike and Barbara Kolesar and made her home there. She
was born Oct. 2, 1907.
Mike and Jennie married on Nov. 17, 1930. They
worked and farmed for the Tylski’s for a few years. That
is where their daughter Bernice was born, NW 24-16-16.
Later, they moved to the Mr. and Mrs. Harper’s farm on
SW 24-15-16 where they rented for a few years. This
is where their sons, Edmund and later, the baby of the
family, Harvey were born. Then, they bought the farm NE
15-15-16 where they farmed.
Bernice, Edmund and Harvey attended Iroquois
School. As the family matured, Bernice and Edmund went
to Winnipeg to seek employment. Harvey also went to
Winnipeg to work but returned to farm with mom and dad.
Mike died in 1989. Jennie died Aug. 22, 1995. Harvey still
remains on the farm.

KUHARSKI, JOE and EMILY (MINNIE)
Mom was born in 1908 in Gunton, MB to Mary and
Edward Kolodzy. After living in the Alonsa and Glenella
areas, the Kolodzy family moved to Windsor, ON. Mom
worked house work in Windsor and Detroit, Michigan. At
the age of twenty-two, mom came to Neepawa to visit her
uncle Frank Myker. While visiting, she met dad and they
married in 1930. Dad is the son of Tom and Mary Kuharski
and was born in 1908 in the Polonia area.
Mom and dad settled on a farm in the Iroquois School
area. In 1944, Harold Clark approached dad about renting
the Clark homestead. Dad finally purchased the farm from
Harold and Viola Clark before moving into Neepawa in
1973. While living on the farm, dad had his own threshing
machine and threshed crops for many farmers. He often
worked for the municipality grading roads and he was
chairman of the Iroquois School board for many years.
Like all other farmer’s wives, mom was always busy
cooking, baking, cleaning, gardening, and doing chores.
Mom took great pride in her flower garden. Having a large
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Joe (1908-1989) married Emily Kolodzy (1908-1984);
children: Edmund (deceased 1932), Edward (deceased
1980), Wanda (deceased 2006), Don, Jeannette.
Ignace (1910-2000) married Martha Pilatic
(1912-1997); children: Frank (deceased 1989), Mary, Fred
(deceased 2007), Josephine, Doreen, Connie and Randy.
Stanley (1912-1989) married Nellie Lavich; children:
Marilyn, Diane, Leonard, Ken, Joanne, Karen, Linda and
Patricia.
John (1914-1993) married Mary Willis; children:
Marilyn, Ronald, Carol, Lorraine, Tom and Sandra.
Rose married Joe Wabick (1908-1994); children: Don,
David, Jeannette and Diane.
Tony (1919-2000) married Rose Wahoski; children:
Ilene, Louise, Ernie, Robbie, Janice and Suzanne.
Henry married Rose Swiscoski; children: Viola,
Mervin, Darlene and Gordon
Francis married Paul Kulbacki; children: Raymond,
Carol, twins Victor and Phyllis, Ralph and Maxine.
Raymond (1926-1998) married Evelyn Speiss; children: Lorraine, Dennis and Kevin.
Nellie married Alex Speiss; children: Louis, Leo,
Terry, Robert (Bob), Ken and Allan.
Grandma and Grandpa always enjoyed people dropping over to visit. Grandma especially liked to have a
good game of cards (7 Beats All). Grandpa always said
that she cheated.
Grandma passed away on Apr. 17, 1960 and Grandpa
passed away on Oct. 1, 1970.

Bernice married Dan Syryk Aug. 31, 1957. Bernice
worked for many years at a ladies wear wholesale, Don
worked at Canadian Pacific Railways. Don later worked at
the Shriner’s Hospital and at the Winnipeg School Division
No.1 as a power house engineer. They retired and returned
to Neepawa in 2006. They traveled extensively throughout
Europe, Canada and the United States.
Edmund worked for Manitoba Hydro in Winnipeg. He
met Adeline Galoy from Rorketon, MB. They married on
July 22, 1962 and lived in Winnipeg. Later, they moved
to Lockport, MB where they still remain. Ed retired
from Manitoba Hydro. Adeline had a coffee shop at the
St. Andrews Airport, later went to work at the General
Hospital in Selkirk, MB. They have a family of three,
daughters Shelly and Charlene and son, Richard.
Shelly met Mike Seidle and they were married on
May 4, 1996. They have a family of two girls, Sarah and
Haylin. Mike is a tradesperson in the housing field. They
live in Selkirk. Charlene has worked for the Canadian
Imperial Bank of Commerce. Her most excitable moments
were when she was held up at gun point on two separate
occasions of robbery at the bank.
Richard or Rick as he is called, lives in his home
near Beausejour, MB. He is also in the housing field as a
tradesperson. He got involved in the cross country motor
cycle races and may surpass Evil Kenevil regarding broken
bones.
Upon Harvey’s return to the farm, he farmed with
mom and dad until their passing. He met Shirley Smith
and they married on Jan. 9, 1988. They have a daughter
Brittany Marie. They lived on NE 27-15-16, later moved
to NE 15-15-16. Shirley met an untimely passing on Feb.
18, 2005 from a type of pneumonia. Harvey and Brittany
remain on the farm.

KULBACKI, ALEXANDER and VERONICA
Submitted by the Family
Alex and Vera moved to Neepawa in 1962 where they
continued to live until their deaths. Alex passed away in
1988 and Vera in 1992. They have four children: Harvey,
Sandra, Candace, and Ned.
Harvey graduated from Neepawa Collegiate Institute
and then went to Toronto where he attended DeVrie
Institute of Technology, taking an electronics course. Upon
returning to Winnipeg, he was employed by Manitoba
Telephone System. He retired from MTS in 1995 as a
department manager in the electronics division. In 1964,
Harvey married Doreen Nunn, and they have three children. Shawna graduated from the University of Manitoba
with an engineering degree. She works for Boeing as a
production manager. She lives in Winnipeg with her spouse
Neil Boen. Darin attained an honours economic degree at
the U of M and later, added an accounting degree. He lives
at Liz Lake and works in Thompson, MB as a financial
officer for the Department of Highways, Northern Region
Infrastructure and Transportation. Chris attended U of M
for a degree in geography and geological sciences. He

KUHARSKI, TOM and MARY
Tom Kuharski was born in 1878 in Kassecmie, Prusse,
the part of Poland that was under German occupation.
He arrived in Canada in 1899 with his parents Stanley
and Malgorzata Kuharski and his brothers and sister.
They settled in Huns Valley, now known as Polonia.
Tom married Mary Kasprick, daughter of Nicholas and
Theophila Kasprick on Jan. 12, 1903. They farmed in the
Polonia area until 1919, when they moved to the Springhill
district retiring to Neepawa in 1953. They raised twelve
children: Mike, Mary, Joe, Ignace, Stanley, John, Rose,
Tony, Henry, Francis, Raymond and Nellie.
Mike (1903-1989) married Jenny Grockoe (1907-1995);
children: Bernice, Edmond and Harvey.
Mary (1905-1950) married Frank Myker (1879-1982);
children: Paul, Francis, Louis, Stan, Don and Violet.
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chemistry in Brandon. Earl has worked for the Department
of Health, for management committee of cabinet and for
the Public School Finance Board while in Winnipeg.
In Brandon, Earl was the city manager for the City of
Brandon, and ended his working career as chief executive
officer of the Brandon Regional Health Authority. Candace
and Earl have one son, Darcy, who, after graduating from
Brandon University worked in, opened and managed
Canadian Tire stores across Canada. Darcy now works
as a merchandising analyst for the corporate head office
of Osram Sylvania in Toronto. Darcy and his future wife,
Kim Marshall, reside in Erin, ON just outside Toronto.
Earl and Candace, both now retired, spend their winters
in Mesa, Arizona, where Candace is a hike leader in the
Superstition Mountains and where Earl plays ball for four
different teams. Life is tough!!!
After almost graduating high school in 1968, Ned
attended a course in meteorology at Air Services Training
School in Ottawa. Upon completion, he worked at various
weather stations/offices in the central region until 1975,
when he accepted a position as an ice service specialist with the Canadian Ice Service. As an ISS, he served
on various Canadian Coast Guard icebreakers, totaling
over 2200 days at sea. He also flew over 12,000 hours on
aerial ice reconnaissance, on numerous different aircraft,
ranging from helicopters to the larger Hercules transport
aircraft. His area of operations extended from Greenland
to the Bering Sea and from the Great Lakes to the High
Arctic Islands. In addition, he flew northern reconnaissance missions with the Canadian military as well as with
the United States Navy/Coast Guard. Ned retired in April
of 2005, and now resides in Nova Scotia, where he is
enjoying his retirement with his bride of seventeen years.
(That’s 17 years of marriage, not 17 years of age).

works as a woodworker in custom home stairs. He married
Allison Paulusma and they have two children, Conner and
Madison. Harvey and Doreen live for six months of the
year at their cottage, and like to spend the other six months
at their condo in Winnipeg, where Harvey enjoys curling.
They also like to spend part of the winter in Mexico.
After Sandra completed Grade 12, she attended
Manitoba Teachers College in Winnipeg. She taught at a
country school in Inwood for two years and then moved
to Sperling where she taught school for seven years, here
she met and married Robert Delaloye in 1966. In 1971,
they moved to Neepawa to take over the Roco Service
Station from her father which they ran for five years.
Sandra worked at the Neepawa Nursery School and then as
an educational assistant, working with the mentally challenged and handicapped at Hazel M. Kellington School
and Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute until her retirement in 2002. They now own and operate Uncle Tom’s
Restaurant in Minnedosa with their son Regan. They have
two children, Regan and Heidi. Regan married Jody Houck
in 2004. They have one son, Hayden. Heidi married Derick
Berry and lives in Fernie, BC where they own and operate
Fernie Central Reservations.

Ned and Marie Kulbaski
Robert and Sandra Delaloye
Harvey and Doreen Kulbaski
Earl and Candace Backman
(taken Mexico January, 2007)

KULBACKI, DONALD and MARY
(Dalejcik-Kasprzyk-Kwiatkowski-Kulbacki Families)
Submitted by Richard Kulbacki
Stefan Dalejcik Jr. (Dec. 7, 1859-Dec 21, 1945), son of
Stefan Dalejcik Sr. and Maria Staskova (1819-4/23/1900),
daughter of Jan Stasko and Maria Bandurova of Stropkov,
Zemplin, a northern Hungarian province for 700 years
(now the country of Slovakia), left his Carpathian Mountain
home in the Tatras in 1878 to evade capture by agents of
Franz Josef, emperor of Austria-Hungary at the time. The
agents were rounding up all eligible country boys for an
enforced lengthy military career usually in the front line
battalions of the numerous wars. Being a tailor, he sewed
himself an aristocrat’s outfit, which worked for that time,
as aristocrats were left alone. But realizing he couldn’t go
on indefinitely in this charade, he left for New York (from
maybe Triest, Italy or maybe Bremen, Germany), and then

Candace Kulbaski went straight from NACI to
Teachers’ College, graduating from there in 1964. Her
first, and possibly her most enjoyable year of teaching was
at Dumfries, a one room school a few miles south east of
Neepawa. Knowing that she would need two university
subjects to procure her permanent teacher’s certificate, she
enrolled at the University of Winnipeg where she obtained
her Bachelor of Science, and where she met her future
husband, Earl Backman from Warren, MB. Candace and
Earl were married in 1970 and lived first in Southdale,
later in St. Adolphe and finally in Brandon. Candace has
taught junior high science in both Winnipeg and Brandon
and ended her teaching career teaching Grade 11 and 12
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commonly caved in. After 1 year, Stefan returned to
Stropkov to marry Maria Zvolinska (1864-1922) and came
back to Pennsylvania where they answered an advertisement in Hungarian circulars by Count Oskar d’ Estherhazy
of Hungary who, feeling sorry for the plight of his abused
countrymen in the American coal mines, felt they should
have land and freedom in the west.

on to Hazelton, Pennsylvania along with his sisters Julia
(1864-1911) (later Mrs. Mike Kolesar Sr., of Neepawa),
Erza (later Mrs. Sztanko of Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania)
and brother Karol (? – 1921) followed by nephews Anton
and Jozef Dalejcik (20/4/1890 – 1967) in 1912, all to
Pennsylvania (Hazelton area).

Richard, Janet, Larry, David, Ronald, Mary, Donald
Kulbacki
Left in Stropkov was his sister Anna (Mrs. Jan Potocki)
and brother Jozef Dalejcik (1853-1904) who owned the
farms and estates. After Jozef’s death his sons, Anton and
Josef, left in 1912 for America. There were no daughters
in his family in Slovakia.
During the ensuing World Wars I and II and the
Communist oppression, all contact was lost. In 2004 I put
an advertisement into the newspaper in Stropkov enquiring
about this family and quickly received phone calls from all
over the world: Eva Kolivoskova from London, England;
Maria Kolivoskova from Banska-Bystrica, Slovakia; Emma
Slavikova from Stropkov, SK; Eva Spustova from Vranov
nad Toplou, SK; Marcel Vazan from Koln (Cologne),
Germany; Joseph Dulcey (Dalejcik) from Washington,
USA; Eward Katchuk of New York and Carol Devine from
Austin, Texas replied to the ad in Stropkov.
Anna Potocki had lost the possession papers of the
Dalejcik property during the upheavals of wars and
communism and, hence, no one could now claim back their
original land after the fall of communism by any family
members. The Dalejcik name was extinct in Slovakia now,
because only girls were born in the family and boys had
all left Slovakia.
In Hazelton, Stefan and his brother Karol worked in
the coal mines being hoisted by rope 300 feet in vertical
coal seams and chipping the coal away in this shaft so it
could drop to the floor below. The horrific dust and abuses
of immigrants by the mine owners were unspeakable to
say the least. Cave-ins were numerous as the vertical
shaft undermined the city above so homes and businesses

Stefan Dalejcik (1857-1945)
As the American west was filling up, Count Estherhazy
intervened with the then Prime Minister of Canada,
John A. MacDonald, to allow Slavic migration into the
newly created postage size Canadian western province
of Manitoba.
The Canadian Government allowed the experiment to
test if Catholic Slavs could survive in a sea of Protestant
Anglo-Saxons; everything would be documented right
down to the number of hens, roosters, pigs, cows, calves,
bulls, geese, acres broken, acres planted, loads of hay,
bags of carrots or turnips or potatoes, number of cabbages,
harnesses, horses, oxen, plows, buildings and their dimensions, children born, etc. etc., to the finest detail for every
family that came.
An English-speaking interpreter, Count Stefan de
Dory, would accompany and reside with the new settlers
who came. The settlers would assemble in Hazelton,
Pennsylvania and then proceed to Canada in the fall of
1885.
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Huns Valley comes into focus particularly the cold, frosts,
and shortness of the growing season. But praised was the
fertile land, abundant crops of hay and land available for
$10 per 160 acres from the Hudson Bay Company and
Canadian Pacific Railway, as well as the fire wood supply
and logs for construction of buildings.

By then Stefan Dalejcik and Maria had daughters Anna
(later Mrs. Mike Zollen of Mountain Road) (1883-1945);
and Mary (1885-1960) (later Mrs. Joseph Kaspzyk, Sr.
of Polonia). Born in Canada were Emma (1900-1968)
(later Mrs. George Kolesar of Polonia) and son John
(1889-1975).
The spot chosen for the Slavic settlement experiment
was the northwest corner of the postage size province of
Manitoba where Count d’Estherhazy felt the Hungarians
would feel most at home as it looked somewhat like
the Carpathian highlands which they had left at home
in Hungary. It would be called Hungarian Valley (Huns
Valley). In 1921 the name would change to Polonia (Poland
in Latin).
A group of 17 families came in the fall of 1885,
largely true Hungarians but among them were Dalejcik
and Kolesar families who were Slovak, as well as three
Polish families: Jan, Kazimier, and Nicholas Kasprzyk.
Kazimier and Nicholas Kasprzyk were brothers and Jan
Kasprzyk was probably a distant relative.

Maria Maczuga on Elk Ranch farm in later 30’s
By 1896, the experiment was going so well, that Prime
Minister, Sir John A. MacDonald, allowed his Minister of
Agriculture, Clifford Sifton, to advertise all over Eastern
Europe for more Slavic settlers.

Jan Kasprzyk (1864-1912), Maria Maczuga (1862-1943)
Jan Kasprzyk (1864-1912) and his wife Maria Maczuga
(1862-1943) had their first-born child with them too, Joseph
Kasprzyk (1884-1931) (later Sr.). This family eventually
raised 18 healthy children in Hungarian Valley (Polonia)
whose descendants today number in the thousands at their
quintennual family reunions. Coincidentally both father,
Jan Kasprzyk, at age 48, and son, Joseph Kasprzyk, at
age 47, died at opposite ends of the mile north of Polonia
known as the 17 Hills Mile, when thrown from their buggy
and wagon respectively during a horse runaway.
Letters written by Stefan Dalejcik in 1887 and Michael
Kolesar Sr. in 1919 were found in an attic in a house in
Hazelton, PA in 1992 by members of the Karol Dalejcik
(now Dulcey) family who rediscovered their Canadian relatives through the addresses and names contained therein.
Upon reading the letters a vivid picture of pioneer life in

Jan Kwiatkowski (1858-1944) and Magdalena Kasprzyk
(1863-1949)
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Valley) as he thought they had left for USA when he last
saw them in Poland in Kaczanow. (He did not know they
had answered Count Estherhazy’s ad when already in the
United States to come to Canada in 1885).
In 1931, Joseph Kasprzyk Sr. was killed by runaway
horses with a load of wheat when they accidentally turned
down the old Polonia hill from the 17 Hills Road, instead
of going straight south on to Franklin as expected. The
weight of the wheat could not be held back by the horses
down the steep 60 degree grade, but Joe tried to hold
them back, falling off in front and being run over by the
steel-wheeled wagon. His wife Mary, then along with her
widowed father, Stefan Dalejcik farmed and raised her
family of eight children herself; all were raised in the
Slovak culture till 1945. Hunting elk for the meat supply
was a much discussed topic. Every hunt was told and retold
in great detail for years to come, up to the 1960’s and
70’s.
Sometime by 1910, as the Russian Empire under Czar
Nicholas II was falling apart, after the Russo-Japanese
War, in which Russia lost the war, many Poles of northern Poland, then a Russian province for nearly 200 years,
were escaping economic privation and forced military
service at the Russian front lines. On top of this, this area
of Poland also became designated as the “Jewish Pale” and
the Jewish people of Russia were being forced into being
resettled here from all over Russia.

The sister of Kazimier and Nicholas Kasprzyk,
Magdalena (1863-1949) who was married to Jan
Kwiatkowski, Sr. (1858-1944) in German (Prussian)
Poland near Gniezo came with her husband in 1887 to
Huns Valley. They already had two children and six more
were born in Canada. Jan’s sister, Barbara, was the wife
of Kazimier Kasprzyk. All the Kwiatkowski family, five
members came (all were married), along with their mother
Rosalia (Gudzoszek) the oldest Polish immigrant to come
to Huns Valley dying in 1903 at age 85.

Maria Dalejcik ( baby Steve) 1885-1960 and
Joseph Kasprzyk (baby Emma) 1883-1931
Taken in 1912
Maria Dalejcik, daughter of Stefan Dalejcik and Maria
Zvolinska, was married in 1910 to Joseph Kasprzyk, Sr.
(1883-1931), son of Jan Kasprzyk (1864-1912), and Maria
Maczuga (1862-1943).
Jan Napomogan Kasprzyk (1864-1912) and Maria
Maczuga (1862-1943) probably came from around
Kaczanow, Poland near Gniezno area which was Prussia at
the time (now Germany). Poland had not existed for nearly
200 years, as it had been divided up by Prussia (Germany),
Russia, and Austria. Michael Kokocinski (1876-1955) who
came to Canada in 1906, stated that he was surprised to
see Jan Napomogan Kasprzyk and Maria in Polonia (Huns

Julcza Rybatnicka (around WW I)
506

Antek Kulbacki (1887-1960) married Josephine
(Jessie) Kwiatkowski (1897-1981) daughter of Magdalena
(1863-1949) and Jan Kwiatkowski (1858-1964) in 1913
and had nine children, Terry Kulbacki being the youngest,
all born in Polonia.
In 1920’s, Antek Kulbacki broke his leg when a load
of logs slid off a winter sleigh on the road to Eden west
of Earl Bland’s residence. He was taken to Eden by fellow
teamsters, to Dr. Bugg, who set the leg without any pain
killers, as no money was available to pay for it, and sent
Antek home on an open horse sleigh. He said he never
slept for many weeks and as infection set in, he had to go
to Winnipeg to have the leg re-broken and reset. This was
done a few times. For about three to five years he could not
work properly so the young children and Josephine had to
do all the farming. When the horses refused to pull a heavy
draw, because they wouldn’t listen to a woman or children
urging them on, Antek crawled and hobbled to where the
horses had balked and commanded them in choice Polish
words, appropriate for horses, to which they promptly
responded, and away went the heavy load. In winter he set
a willow hoop of horse-hair snares on the oat sheaf stacks
to catch partridges by their feet for the roast pan.
In 1946, Tony (Antek) Kulbacki moved from the
Polonia farm to Eden, MB when his son Donald Kulbacki
took over with his wife Mary, daughter of Mary Dalejcik
and Joseph Kasprzyk, Sr. In 1957, the Donald Kulbacki
family also moved to Eden from Polonia; two miles directly
east of Eden to the former Schell farm.

At the time Xavier and Antek Kulbacki and their
sister Johanna (later Mrs. John Jakubowski of Neepawa),
children of Teofil Kulbacki and Julcza Rybatnicka, left
their home farm in Kamionka Stara near Bakalarzewo,
Suwalki, Poland and escaped into East Prussia and boarded
a German ship for Montreal, Canada. Left behind was
their mother Juliana and sisters Anna, and Stefka and
brother Martin (who died). Born after they left were two
more sisters, Bronislawa and Natalka. Because the mother,
Julcza (Juliana), was the owner of the farm, being the
only child at the time when the Russian Czar, Alexander
II, freed the Russian serfs in 1886, and because she lived
through both World War I and World War II to age 96
with her possession papers intact, the communists never
stole her land and to this day it is still owned by a family
descendent, now Kazimier and Marius Kazimierski.
Xavier and Antek and Johanna headed to their uncle’s
farm (Peter Kulbacki) one mile north of Polonia Church
on the left side of the valley. Peter Kulbacki was married
to Veronica Kasprzyk, niece of Kazimier and Nicholas
Kasprzyk and Magdalena Kwiatkowski, who was raised by
them as she was the only survivor in her family,(while in
Poland the rest of the family died from a meal of poisonous
mushrooms because she, as a baby had been too young to
eat mushrooms).

Family Tree
Antek Kulbacki 1889-1960
Josephine Kwiatkowski 1897-1981
Taken in April, 1960

This account sets out the origins as far back as possible
by direct evidence of the Donald and Mary Kulbacki family
only, whose children are Richard, Janet (Osborne), Larry,
507

David and Ronald born in 1960. In so doing it sheds light
for anyone searching out Kulbacki, Kwiatkowski, Kasprzyk
(Kasprick) (Kaspick), Dalejcik (Dulcey), Jakubowski and
Kolesar roots too. Donald and Mary Kulbacki’s family
are hence related to all three original Kasprzyk families
who immigrated to Huns Valley in 1885 from Hazelton.
You can attach yourself where you fit into this family tree
outline along with considerable more detail to be found in
the historical book, “Along the Hills to the Valley 1885 –
1985” by William R. Smith. Plus, for more in depth detail
of Dalejcik and Jan Kasprzyk descendents to the present
can be obtained in the personal files of Leonard Kaspick
of Polonia as well as their farm locations.

KULBACKI, GLADYS

Back Row: Shayne, Collin, Layne, Holly, Dale and Mick
Middle Row: Aaron, Donna, Samuel, Cortney, Kim
Seated: Rebecca, Gladys, Jeffery
Missing: Shawn Buchanan

I was born in 1934 at my parent’s home (May Birch
McNab and the late Robert Bold 1905-1947) in the RM
of Rosedale, the eldest of three children with sister Phyllis
1935-2003 and brother Floyd born 1937 (see Bold).
I moved to Neepawa in 1985 and was employed at
Touchwood Park for 18 years.
I married Fred Kulbacki in 1954 (1927-2007). We
farmed in the Springhill district where we raised our three
sons.
First son, Terrance Aaron was born in 1955. He
married Donna Andrew of Kelwood in 1976 and they live
in the Nesbitt district. Aaron is presently employed with
the Intermountain Conservation District in Ethelbert, MB.
Donna has a barber shop in Souris, she also drives a school
bus for the Souris School Division. They raised three
sons: Shayne Andrew, born in 1977. He attended Brandon
University, graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in philosophy and is working on a master’s degree in Saskatoon,
SK. Shayne lives and is employed in Saskatoon. Collin
Aaron, born 1980, graduated with a Bachelor of Science
(with distinction) from BU. He is employed and lives in
Brandon. Jordan Tyler was born in 1985. He graduated
from Crocus Plains Collegiate and is living and working
in Brandon.
Second son, Michael Robert was born in 1958. In
1983, he married Kimberly Critchlow of Virden. Mick and
Kim live in Neepawa where Mick is employed at Mayor
Equipment. Kim works as a bookkeeper at the Vivian
Hotel. They have three children. Cortney Allison born in
1984, graduated from the University of Manitoba with
a Bachelor in Human Nutritional Science (with distinction) and lives in Winnipeg where she is employed. Dale
Michael was born in 1986, graduated from Neepawa
Area Collegiate Institute. He lives in Winnipeg where he
is employed. Jeffrey Robert was born in 1993 and lives at
home and is attending NACI.

Our third son, Layne Alfred was born in 1966. He
attended the U of M in Winnipeg where he achieved a
degree in agriculture. Layne is now living in Arborg, MB
where he is the manager of the Arborg Home Centre.
Layne married Holly Buchanan (Levandoski) in 1989.
Holly works at the Arborg Credit Union. They have three
children. Shawn Robert Buchanan born 1986. Shawn
graduated from NACI. He married Kendra Burke in 2006.
They are both employed in Neepawa. Samuel Layne born
in 1990 and attends Arborg High School. He will graduate
in 2008. Rebecca Mae, born 1994, is attending Arborg
Middle School.

KULBACKI, PAUL and FRANCES
Paul Joseph Kulbacki was born in Polonia at home
to Anthony and Josephine on Apr. 28, 1916. Paul was the
second oldest out of a family of ten children. He attended
Polonia School, which at that time was taught by nuns.
Being the eldest son of the family, Paul received only
limited education, going to school until Grade 5. He then
stayed home to help with chores. Some of his earliest
memories are going six miles for a load of straw with
his mother when he was ten years old; taking loads of
wood to Neepawa with his brother Donald and selling it
for $2.75. While in town, they would buy lunch: 6 buns
for 10¢, half a pound of bologna for 10¢, and maple buds
(approx. 1 pound) for 5¢. Paul remembers that his first toy
was a green block of wood he wrapped up in a blanket
(pretending it was a doll). When the wood dropped and
hurt his toe, his mother wrapped his toe up in pork fat but
Paul lost his toe nail anyway.
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telephone but still had wood heat and an outdoor toilet.
They continued to milk cows until 1976. In 1970, a new
modern home was built. A large garden was necessary to
feed the family, many jars of vegetables and fruit were
preserved. In the 1980s, Frances started catering with three
other friends and was very successful.
They are now currently living in Kinsmen Kourts as
of October, 2006. They are faithful members of the St.
Dominic’s Church and enjoy living in town. They enjoy
playing cards and going to the coffee shops. They are in
good health and Paul and Frances enjoy visiting and visits
with the children and grandchildren.
Their six children are: Raymond, Caroline, Phyllis,
Victor, Ralph and Maxine.
Raymond Edward (1944) married Anne Suski in 1975.
They have three children: Christopher (Sharon); Darryl
and Karla. Raymond and Anne continue to farm in the
Springhill district.
Caroline Clare (1946) married Melvin Pelk in 1965.
Melvin died in 2002 in a house fire. They have three
daughters: Sheila (Brian) Karst; Alison (Allan) Stanchuk
and Angela (Terry) Huston. Carol lives in Russell.
Phyllis Violet (1947) married Alvin Birch in 1973. They
have three children: Jacqueline (Murray) Johnson, Kevin
and Katherine. Phyllis and Alvin farm near Birnie.
Victor Joseph (1947) married Linda Carter in 1974.
They have two children: Kimberly (Mike Tom) and Kevin.
They live in Hinton, AB.
Ralph David (1952) married Karen Turner in 1973.
They have three children: Kristin (Mike) Tyhy; Pamela
(Brian) Elder and Kurtis. They farm near Eden.
Maxine Joyce (1955) and her partner John Pratt have
a daughter Emma Jo. They live in Vancouver.
There are currently sixteen great grandchildren.

Frances Kulbacki was born Sept. 18, 1923 to Tom and
Mary Kuharski. She attended Iroquois School until Grade
8. She then, went working for various families helping out
with everyday chores whether it was helping with children,
gardening or milking cows.
Paul and Frances married in St. Elizabeth’s Church
on Oct. 19, 1943. Frances received two cows and forty
chickens from her parents as a wedding present and Paul
received four working horses and a heifer calf from his
parents. Life was hard with no conveniences available to
them. They began their lives together in their first home
which was a log house north of Polonia. Paul worked fields
with horses, cut wood to sell for extra income and to heat
his own house. Frances sold eggs to Swifts for $2.50 for 12
dozen and cream to town for grocery money. Paul recalls
buying his first car in 1947 – a 1941 Ford from Victor
Murray for $1,150. Paul also remembers that because of
the war every day essentials were hard to come by. Pliers
was one of those items where you paid 25¢ for a second
hand pair, battery radios sold for $45, a work horse sold
for $25 and it would cost you 25¢ for dance admissions
and 10¢ for a glass of beer at the hotel.
In October, 1957, Paul and Frances decided to move
from the valley to the Springhill district because of road
conditions. The roads in the valley were not what they are
today. With no graders or snow ploughs, so much of the
time the roads were either blocked with snow or impossible due to mud. They moved into a home with hydro and

KULBACKI, RAYMOND and ANNE
Raymond Edward, eldest of the family was born Sept.
5, 1944 to Paul and Frances (Kuharski) and was raised in
the RM of Rosedale. The early years were spent in the
Polonia Valley, where there was no hydro or telephone.
Ray attended Elk Ranch School until Grade 6. In 1957,
the family moved to Springhill district, where he then
attended Springhill School and completed his education
in Neepawa.
Anne Elizabeth Suski was the second daughter born to
Alexander and Eileen (Baraniuk) in the Ste. Rose Hospital.
She started school in Rosekeen and completed her education in Kelwood.
On July 12, 1975 Raymond and Anne were married in
St. Elizabeth Church in Polonia. This is the same church
that both of their parents were married in. We lived on
a farm across the road from Raymond’s parents, known
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to many as the Steve Kolesar’s place. Here is where we
raised our family.
Christopher Raymond was born on Nov. 21, 1975 and
attended Hazel M. Kellington School and graduated in
1993 from Neepawa Area Collegiate. Chris then worked
for a few years doing various jobs before returning to
Assiniboine Community College where he graduated with
an agri-business diploma in 1999. Since then, Chris has
been with Munro Farm Supplies as an agronomist and
assistant manager. He also takes an active part in farming
with his dad and brother Darryl. On June 19, 2004, Chris
married Sharon Rea, daughter of Ronald and Sandi. Sharon
currently works at the Beautiful Plains Credit Union. Chris
and Sharon have two children, Jory Christopher, born Apr.
12, 2005, and Cohen Rea, born Nov. 20, 2007.
Darryl Bryan was born on Oct. 26, 1977. He also
attended HMK and graduated in 1996 from NACI. Darryl
worked at Petro Canada for a year before returning to
further his education. Darryl joined Chris at ACC in 1997
and graduated in 1999 with his agri-business degree. Upon
completion, Darryl worked at Redfern Farm Supplies for
six years before returning home to farm full time.
Karla Anne, our youngest child, was born in Brandon
General Hospital on Sept. 14, 1983. She also attended
HMK and graduated from NACI in 2002. Karla enrolled
in Brandon University upon graduating and is currently
taking the education program.
Ray is currently serving his 12th year as a Beautiful
Plains School trustee and is on various other boards including the Co-op and was one of the original board members
when the Beautiful Plains Farming for Tomorrow was
founded.
Ray and Anne enjoy doing volunteer work around
the community. We have been active members of St.
Dominic’s Church for many years. Neepawa has been a
great community to be involved with.

Henry and Anne’s 25th Wedding Anniversary
In 1934 we moved to Vista, MB where I attended Islay
School. I had to walk three miles morning and afternoon.
The land my parents bought was nearly all bush. Dad had
to build all the buildings and I had to help with the chores,
cut wood, make hay, haul water for thirty head of cattle and
cut and haul ice for drinking water. Once, when making
hay, camping seven miles from home, there was a heavy
dew so I thought I’d cut a dry dead branch, the axe slipped
and cut my knee to the bone. There was no doctor so my
mom soaked my knee with whey and I could not walk
for a month. It healed but I still have the scar. I attended
Islay School for only 1 ½ years. I could not finish the term
because of the chores.
On May 3, 1937 I was invited to celebrate Ukrainian
Easter by a school friend at her home. My parents said
that I could go, but after doing all my chores for the day,
my parents changed their mind and said that I could not
go. I started to cry because they had promised. Finally at
1:00 pm they said that I could go, but I had to be home by
5:00 pm. I walked three miles to their place and we played
games, baseball, etc. When I said that I had to go home,
they hid my coat and boots and told me I have to stay for
supper. I was scared and worried. I ran home, after having
supper, and while I was at the gate I saw dad coming from
putting the cattle in the barn, he saw me and when I got to
the door it was locked. I banged on the door but they told
me there were lots of straw stacks to sleep in. I stayed by
the door until midnight and they did not open the door, so
I then walked from Vista to my grandparent’s home near
Shoal Lake. I got there at five in the morning.
My grandparents took me in. My uncle gave me $2.00
for material that my aunt sewed into two dresses. We met

KUYP, ANNE GERALDINE (nee Koscielny)
Submitted by Anne Kuyp
I was born in Horod, MB Apr. 3, 1920 to Harry and
Mary Klym. I was the only child until I was thirteen years
old when my oldest brother Jack was born in 1933 and
three others later, Harry Jr. born 1935, died 2003; Adam
born 1940; and Mike born 1943, died in 1989. My mother
was disappointed that I was a girl and never forgave me.
My dad emigrated from the Ukraine in the late 1800s
and lived in Elphinstone after he was married, where he
did carpentering, blacksmith, taxi, etc. I attended school
there until I graduated from Grade 9. In 1930, my father
decided to go farming, so we farmed four miles south east
of Elphinstone, and I went to school in a school bus.

510

Eleven years after my twins were born, our family
increased: Judy was born January, 1954 and Rodney was
born in October, 1956.
In 1973, we sold our farm to our son, Elmer and moved
to Neepawa. Fortunately, at this time, we took our only
trip together to California, as Mike died of acute leukemia
shortly after.
I started working at Neepawa Hospital in 1974 in the
kitchen and ended cooking for the morning shift. I worked
there for nine years, but had to retire due to my high blood
pressure.
While working in the hospital my friend, Annie
Baraniuk and I did a lot of traveling together. We toured
seven countries in Europe in 1975 and visited my late
husband’s brother’s grave. He was killed in World War II
in 1944 in Cassino, Italy.
I was a widow for over two years when I met Hank
Kuyp. We were married Dec. 15, 1979. Hank and I
enjoyed traveling especially to his birth country, Holland,
Netherlands. I have great memories of all my travels.
I presently reside in the Yellowhead Manor and Hank
is in East View Lodge.

a lady in town and she said that she needed help on the
farm to put her garden in and help with milking. She paid
me $10.00 a month. I thought I was in heaven; they were
very good to me.
I met Mike Koscielny through a friend of my aunt’s.
We were secretly engaged and got married Aug. 7, 1938.
We built a log cabin on his brother’s farm in Elphinstone
and that is where my eldest daughter, Marlene was born
in February, 1939.
My father came and begged us to move to Vista to
his place. He gave me two cows and two horses. We built
another log cabin on his farm. Then, my second daughter,
Louise was born in Shoal Lake Hospital in September,
1940.
Since wages from farmers were only $30.00 a month,
my husband got a job in Toronto, ON, and he sent money
home. I bought a bred sow, and with the money made
from selling her ten piglets, we made a $200.00 deposit
on a farm at Pete’s Lake near Rossburn. We moved there
in 1942.
Our family increased: Petrusia was born November,
1942 and when she was eleven months old I had a set of
twins, Elmer and Eleanor in October, 1943. They were
premature and there was no doctor in town at that time. My
husband delivered them. They were very tiny and I had to
feed them with an eye dropper two ounces at a time. I used
hot water bottles to keep them warm. Elmer survived but
Eleanor only lived for seven months and died in 1944.
In 1953, we sold our farm and bought a farm at Cardale.
I joined the Women’s Institute and was the president and
did a lot of sewing and quilting for Red Cross.

Rodney Koscielny, Marlene Hayhurst, Judy Bell, Louise
Kostenchuk, Elmer Koscielny,
Front Row: Anne Kuyp, Henry Kuyp Sr.
My family has grown and prospered.
Marlene married Frank Hayhurst and has a daughter
Jocelyn who is married to Dale Beever and they have two
children: Scott and Jillian.
Louise married George Kostenchuk and have three
children: Corwin married Sheila and has no family;
Lorilee married Kevin Harris and have two boys, Nigel
and Brendon; Curtis married Marijka and have two children, Kendra and Ryan.
Petrusia married Clarence Michie and have two boys,
Del and Kent. Del is married to Shauna and have two boys,
Spencer and Deklan. Kent is still single.
Elmer married Ann and have three boys: Jason married
Karen and they have two children, Zackary and Emma-

Elmer, Petrusia, Marlene, Louise
Front Row: Mike, Rodney, Anne, Judy Koscielny
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LANG, GORDON and GAYE

Jean; Trent married Karla and they have two girls, Taylor
and Jerrylyn; and Chadwick married Michelle and has
one son, Lincoln.
Judy married Rick Bell and they have no family.
Rodney married Nancy and have two boys: Bryce
married Rechelle and have no family, and Brett is getting
married to Nicole Barnes on Oct. 6, 2007.

James Lang married Elizabeth Morrison in Glasgow,
Scotland. They have two children, George and Elizabeth.
James’s wife, Elizabeth passed away in 1896, after a
lengthy illness. Young George and Elizabeth were raised
by their father and three aunts.
James Lang came to Canada by boat from Glasgow,
Scotland in 1902. He was accompanied by his young son,
George, age 16 and settled in the Ivanhoe district, west of
Plumas. His young daughter, Elizabeth, age 14 accompanied his three sisters, Annie, Jane and Jessie to Canada
in 1903.
In 1912, James bought land in the Orange Ridge
district, east of Birnie. In 1914, they built a large brick
house but continued to live at Ivanhoe. They moved to
their new house in 1916.
James built a large 56 x 40 foot hip roof barn for the
twenty or more horses they had. The structural framework was almost completed, when a high wind blew it
completely down and they had to start all over again. In
later years, a lean-to was added onto the barn and several
other buildings were also built. A separate house was
constructed for hired couples to live in when they worked
on the farm. They then planted a shelterbelt on the north
side of the buildings around the only willow tree that was
growing there.
Anne and Jessie went to Winnipeg to teach and Jane
remained home with her brother James and family.
The Langs raised a herd of prized Shorthorn cattle. In
1920s and 1930s, they entered many local fairs and won
many prizes with their cattle. They also showed Clydesdale
and lighter horses.
James Lang passed away in 1933, at the age of 80
years. James is buried in the Birnie Cemetery.
Jane continued to live with the George Lang family for
many more years. She passed away in 1947 and is buried
in the Birnie Cemetery beside her two sisters, Annie and
Jessie.
In 1924, Elizabeth married Charlie Barber and moved to
the Kelwood area, later moving back to the Birnie district,
and they had a family of two boys, Gerald and Roy.
In 1928, George married Jane Stinson and from this
union three children were born: Gordon, 1929, Myrtle,
1932 and Lloyd, 1942.
In 1972, George and Jane moved to a home in Neepawa.
George continued his love of curling with the pioneer and
afternoon curling league.
In 1973, Jane passed away at the age of 73 years.
George continued to live in his home in Neepawa and
granddaughter Lorna and husband Larry lived with him for
a year. He entered East View Lodge in 1977 and in 1979
he passed away at the age of 93 years. George and Jane
are buried in the Lansdowne Cemetery in Arden.

LaDOUCEUR, JAMES
Submitted by Karen LaDouceur
My grandparents, Alexander and Elizabeth LaDouceur
(nee Reimer) settled in the Neepawa district in 1946. His
family (son James) had outgrown their home in Franklin
and so they made their move to Section 10-14-15, about
three miles east of Neepawa. There they raised six children: Leona, John, David, Lilliane, James, and Rose.
My grandfather farmed the land with a wheat crop and
had the usual cattle, pigs, chickens and a large garden. I
believe saskatoons were in abundance and I remember
many summer excursions to pick berries. My father always
had praise for his dad; a hard worker and devoted family
man. Grandfather passed away when I was ten, so my
most vivid memories are of grandmother. She had a deep
love for her family and a delightful sense of humour. They
leave a legacy of 24 grandchildren, many of whom reside
in Manitoba, a few minutes to a few hours away.
Our family is so proud to have roots in the Neepawa
district.

Back Row L to R: Tyera Lentz, Sandi Lentz(my sister),
Rob Lentz, Kerri Davis, Michael Davis, Nadine Davis
(my sister), Ken Davis, Agnes LaDouceur (mom),
James LaDouceur(dad), Sandi Jolin(my daughter) and
Karen Jolin (me)
Front Row Seated: Tristan Lentz, Danielle Davis,
Rocklen Lentz, Brandi Lentz, LeAaron LaDouceur
(brother) and Jilliane Jolin (my daughter).
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Cory graduated from NACI in 1998 and worked at
Springhill Farms, then moved to Brandon to work at Maple
Leaf. Cory married Kari Blake of Brandon and they have a
daughter, Taryn Jade, born October, 2005, and a son Ethan
James born June, 2007.
Arlene attended schools at Orange Ridge, Eden and
graduated from NACI and completed her licensed practical nurse course at Red River Community College in
Winnipeg. She is employed at the Hamiota Hospital. She
married Robert Henderson of Hamiota and they have two
sons: Craig and Gordon (Gordie). Robert is a farmer and
a full time school bus driver.
Craig graduated and took an agricultural course in
university and is now a grain buyer in Saskatchewan.
Gordon (Gordie) graduated and took a course in
carpentry from the Assiniboine Community College in
Brandon and is currently working in Alberta.
James attended Orange Ridge, Eden and graduated from
NACI. Jim continued his education at the ACC in Brandon
in auto mechanics. He worked at Murray’s Garage in
Neepawa, moved to Gladstone and worked in the Gladstone
Garage, and then Mayor Equipment in Neepawa. Jim resides
in Brandon. He has two sons: Derek and Trevor.
Derek is working in Alberta. Trevor graduated and
attended university, taking education and resides in
Winnipeg.
Laurie attended Orange Ridge, Eden, and graduated
from NACI. She married Ken Dayholos, and they have
three daughters: Heather, Jenalee and Michelle. Laurie
and Ken are active in curling and baseball.
Heather graduated from Glenella School in 2005,
attended university and is currently employed in Winnipeg.
She has competed at the provincial level in curling, fastball
and at the national level in broomball.
Jenalee graduated from Glenella School in 2007 and
plans to attend university in the near future. She also has
competed at the provincial level in curling, fastball and at
the national level in broomball.
Michelle is in Grade 8 at Glenella School. She is active
in baseball, curling, volleyball and hockey. She loves to
ride her horses in her spare time.
Glen attended Eden and graduated from NACI. He
completed his carpentry pre-employment at ACC. Glen
completed his apprenticeship program at RRCC. He owns
his own carpentry business in Brandon where he resides.
Glen, and brother Duane have won the curling club championship seven out of the last nine years at the Riverview
Curling Club.
Duane graduated and took an electrical course from
ACC. He married Pamela Sproule of Brandon in August,
2001 and they have two children: Delaney and Braeden.
Duane is employed as a journeyman electrician in Brandon
and Pamela works as a driver support administrator for a
local trucking company.

Myrtle married Hugh Fergusson of Brandon. They
have two sons: Lloyd and Eric. Lloyd lives in Winnipeg
and Eric lives in Brandon with his mother. Hugh Fergusson
passed away in 2002.
Lloyd married Patricia Rink of Gladstone. Lloyd and
Pat sold their farm in 1979 and bought acreage south of
Brandon. They are both employed in Brandon. They have
two children: Karin and Timothy. Karen married Dwayne
Stone and they live in Brandon. They have two children:
Colton and Nash.
Timothy attended university in the United States and
now works and resides in Melita.
Gordon attended school at Orange Ridge and was
active in the Birnie 4-H calf club. Gordon was a baseball
player with the Eden baseball team and later played with
the Birnie Braves.
Gordon was on the Birnie Grain Elevator board, Birnie
Parks board, which involved the Birnie Sports day and the
curling rink activities. Gordon was also an active member
of the Birnie Church board for many years.
Gaye was a trustee on the Orange Ridge School before
it closed and was involved in many activities around the
area. She taught the Birnie 4-H members square dancing
and the members would compete in the 4-H rally against
other clubs. They received the red ribbon for more than
one competition. Gaye was also involved in the organizing
of a youth club named LHF, (Let’s Have Fun). This club
would raise money by putting on dances in the community
hall and with the money raised, the group could enjoy
other activities such as roller skating and ice skating in
Neepawa.
In 1951, Gordon took over the family homestead
after having farmed with his father for several years. In
the fall, he married Gaye Babcock, daughter of Fred and
Coral (Elliott) Babcock. They have a family of three girls
and three boys: Lorna, Arlene, James, Laurie, Glen and
Duane.
Lorna attended schools in Orange Ridge, Glenholm,
Eden and graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute
(NACI). She married Larry Baraniuk in February, 1974.
Lorna ran a day care business for 15 years and for the past
11 years has been employed at Neepawa Shop Easy. Larry
has worked at the Neepawa Hospital for 26 years. They
have three children: Carrie, Kelly and Cory.
Carrie graduated from NACI in 1993. She worked at
the Banner and Neepawa Shop Easy, and then moved to
Jasper, AB. After six years, Carrie and friend Al moved
back to Neepawa. Carrie is employed at the Neepawa Shop
Easy and Al is employed at Springhill Farms.
Kelly graduated from NACI in 1993. Kelly married
Blake Roe in October, 1995. Blake owns Neepawa Shop
Easy and Kelly works with her husband in the family business. They have two sons: Jeremy, born October, 1998 and
Parker, born June 2002.
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LARGE, JAMES and BLANCHE

Delaney plays fastball, curls, and participates in
gymnastics.
Braeden is beginning his first year of t-ball and is
joining junior curling in the upcoming season.
Gordon is just as interested in curling as his father
was. In 1963, Gordon and his team of brother-in-law Dean
Babcock, Joe Sawchuk and brother, Lloyd went undefeated in the Men’s Open Bonspiel at the old Neepawa
Curling Rink.
Gordon and Gaye are active in curling and baseball.
Lorna and Arlene played fastball with the Arden Ladies
and Laurie played with the Eden Ladies.
Jim, Glen and Duane are active in baseball, hockey
and curling.
Gordon and Gaye sold the homestead in 1982 and
moved up to the “five roads corner” located east of Birnie
and built a new home on the land that was originally owned
by William Babcock.
Gordon and Gaye planted a shelterbelt of spruce
around the yard. Gordon still had cattle to tend to and
fields to sow and harvest. They sold in 1991 and moved
to a beautiful acreage east of Neepawa.
In 1998, Gordon and Gaye purchased their current
home in Neepawa. They both enjoy Neepawa and Gordon
is still active in curling at the Neepawa curling rink as well
as competing in the Brandon Masters League.

Submitted by Ron Stevens
For $1,200 in 1898, James Large purchased the NW
19-17-14W from the RM of Lansdowne. He did not obtain
clear title to the property until November, 1908 when the
final mortgage payment was made.
James and Blanche Large arrived in the Orange Ridge
district from Ontario in 1898. James undertook this major
relocation despite his advanced age of 64. Blanche was
54.
The family group, which included their three youngest children, arrived from the east by the Canadian Pacific
Railway to Winnipeg and then by a branch line to Arden,
the seat of the RM of Lansdowne. They would then have
to transport their household goods by wagon north along
the Arden ridge, known prior to the settlement period as
the Indian Ridge Pitching Track. They would then pass
Orange Ridge Post Office and proceed along the northern
extension of the ridge, the Burrows Trail, which took them
to within a mile of their new home.
In the later years, James and Blanche’s youngest son,
Walter, recalled the salient feature of his journey west as a
sixteen-year-old. Several passenger cars on one of the trains
heading west to Winnipeg were filled with Doukhobors.
The Doukhobors were part of the last contingent of 7,500
who emigrated from Russia and were on their way to colonies being established north of Yorkton, SK.
He recalls the time he learned that the family was
moving to Manitoba. His ardent hope was that he was
going to a place where there were no stones. Alas! The
opposite was true.
James Large, was born June 23, 1835 in Lambourn,
Berkshire, England. He came to Adelaide (later Metcalfe)
township, Canada West (now Ontario) in 1852. On Oct.
27, 1864, he married Blanche Louisa Bray in St. Mary’s,
Napier, Metcalfe.
Well educated, he was particularly fond of literature.
Within the family, he was reputed to have been a failed
barrister. In about 1879, James took his family to farm near
Novar, Perry Township, Parry South district.
Blanche was born in Adelaide, Canada West, May
5, 1845. Eight of the eleven Large children were born in
Adelaide:
William Christopher was born Aug. 10, 1865;
Richard Plummer was born in 1869;
Edith Ada Mary was born Feb. 25, 1871
Robert James was born May, 1874, he died in July
1874;
Alice Dene was born Apr. 28, 1875;
Harold Bray was born Dec. 3, 1876;
Mabel Louisa was born 1878;
James Edgar Walter was born June 27, 1883 in Parry
Sound, ON;

LARGE, HAROLD BRAY and LAURA
Submitted by Ron Stevens
Son of Blanche and James Large, Harold Bray Large,
was born Dec. 3, 1876 in Adelaide, Canada West (ON).
He traveled west with his oldest brother, William and
his family to the Orange Ridge district of Manitoba in
1897. Also in the immigrant group were his sisters, Laura
Helena, Alice Dene and Mabel Louise.
Harold worked on his parent’s farm in the RM of
Lansdowne until his marriage in Neepawa on Nov. 23,
1921 to Laura Gilks. Laura was born in Warwickshire,
England, on July 2, 1898. The couple moved onto the S ½
of Section 35-17-15W in the RM of Rosedale, three miles
west of Birnie. There, the first three of their nine children
were born: Hilda, born Sept. 2, 1922; Harold “Harry”, born
Oct. 19, 1924, and James, born Mar. 22, 1927.
On May 22, 1927, Harold B. Large was one of seven
signatories to the incorporation of the Birnie Co-operative
Elevator Association.
The following year, Harold and his family moved onto
a homestead in Fort St. John, BC.
Laura passed away in British Columbia, Apr. 25, 1957
and Harold passed away on Nov. 3, 1958.
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Harold and their two sisters, Laura and Alice Dene spent
their time purchasing land, livestock and generally preparing the farm for the coming of their parents, James and
Blanche Large and the younger members of their family.
The farm was located on what was called the town line,
dividing the RM of Rosedale to the west and the RM of
Lansdowne to the east. The road also divides Range 14 on
the east from 15 on the west.
The daughters, Gwennie, Connie and Daisy, attended
Orange Ridge School. By 1906, Will and Louisa had
moved their family, Gwennie, 16, Connie, 15, Daisy, 12,
and Dick, 5 to a farm near Kelwood. On Apr. 23, 1906,
Gwennie died. In all likelihood, the Larges, Chambers
and Days would have been well represented at the funeral,
traveling the fifteen miles from Birnie.
Despite long hours and hard work, Will and Louisa
Large had found that farming was not able to provide
what they considered an adequate living standard. Other
employment opportunities beckoned to the west and north
after the Canadian Northern Railway opened a line from
Hudson Bay Junction in Saskatchewan, and that is where
the couple established themselves in 1911.
On May 3, 1912, Louise Large died. Her funeral was
held in the Anglican Church in Kelwood in order that she
be laid to rest beside her daughter Gwendoline.
William died July 19, 1949 in Nanaimo, BC.

Beatrice “Bea”Florence Elizabeth was born July 9,
1885 in Swindon, Parry Sound, ON;
Marjorie “Madge” Hazel was born Aug. 5, 1890,
presumably in Parry Sound, ON.
Blanche quickly proved to be invaluable as the community’s only nurse. Though lacking formal instruction, she
was trained in Ontario as a pharmacist by her father and
as a midwife by her older bother, Dr. John Lang Bray.
At the time, no Anglican Church existed within a 30
kilometer radius of the Large farm. A strict Anglican and
a lover of music, James Large, together with his extended
family, felt acutely the absence of the familiar hymnal
strains that he had sung in choirs since his youth.
Shortly after this, the small congregation of Anglicans
in the district, the 19 members of the Large-Day-Chambers
extended family, the Coaks and several other families,
began to hold their services in the Methodist church.
All in all, there were 19 members of the extended
Large family in the broader community of Birnie in the
latter half of 1906, ranging in age from that of the patriarch
James Large at 71 to Catherine Day at a few weeks. The
family came together at weddings, funerals and births and
marked the traditional festivities of Christmas, New Year’s
Day and Thanksgiving, mostly at the home of James and
Blanche. The group also participated in family picnics,
berry picking and barn raising sessions together, as well
as in local school sporting and social events.
James Large died Dec. 18, 1912 at the age of 77 and
was buried in the cemetery at Arden.
On Apr. 2, 1934, while visiting her granddaughter
Catherine Day in Winnipeg, Edith’s mother Blanche Large,
died after a fall in which she suffered a fracture of her hip.
She was buried Apr. 4, in the Arden Cemetery beside her
husband. Blanche was almost 89 years old.

LAURIE, RUTH (nee McKEE)
Submitted by Lois Pelletier
Ruth decided to move from Brookdale to Neepawa
after Angus died, and resided in the Kinsmen Kourts.
She maintained her trailer, later cabin, at Clear Lake,
where she and Angus spent a lot of their summer weekends. Ruth enjoyed a trip to Germany with her good friend
Laura Watt. The pictures they took suggested they had a lot
of mischievous fun sightseeing with Laura’s nephew.
Family meant a lot to Ruth, and the re-union of the
McKee family in Melfort, SK was not too long a drive
for her.
Ruth’s health gradually deteriorated and the spring of
1987 was the end of her life.

LARGE, WILLIAM and LOUISA
Submitted by Ron Stevens
William Large, the oldest son of Blanche and James
Large, led the first contingent of the Large family to settle
in the Birnie area. Trekking west in 1897, he was accompanied by his wife Louisa and their three daughters, Alice
“Gwennie” 9, Connie, 7, and Daisy, 4. Also, in the earliest
migrating party were four other offspring of James and
Blanche Large in their twenties, the oldest three of whom
would play a major role in the resettlement: Laura Helena
26, Alice Dene, 23 and Harold, 21. Mabel Louise, 20,
died Dec.17, 1898, a few months after the second group
of Larges arrived in Birnie.
Born Aug. 10, 1865, William had married Louisa
Emma Whidden in Huntsville, ON on May 30, 1887.
Louisa was born in Haldimand County, ON, Oct. 30,
1867. The first year after their arrival in the west, William,

LeBOUTILLIER, WILFRED and LILLIAN
Submitted by David LeBoutillier
Wilfred was born on Feb. 27, 1902 in Tollard Royal
Salisbury in England. He emigrated to Canada with his
family in 1907. His family lived in the Glenella and Gordon
districts for a short time. His father, Wilfred, bought the
Cap Harrison farm in Hallboro in 1910. He married Lillian
Lucy Mills on Mar. 1, 1926 in Neepawa.
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Hardware and then onto TNT Ford before finally retiring
in 1994. Aside from work, Bud has been a member of the
Neepawa Curling Club, Neepawa Golf and Country Club
and Neepawa Lions Club.
A.E. Anne Harbottle was born in Minnedosa, MB on
Oct. 24, 1938 to Fred and Iola Harbottle. Her father was
a Canadian Pacific Railway engineer. Anne worked for
Jack’s Bakery and Burgess Grocery in Minnedosa. She
met Bud in May, 1957 and they were married May 24,
1958. While in Neepawa, Anne worked for Avon, Strock
Hardware, Neepawa Gladstone Co-op, Hainstock’s Men’s
Wear, Ebner’s Men and Ladies’ Wear, Dr. W.D. Cram, and
Beautiful Plains School Division. Over the years, Anne
has enjoyed many friendships through golfing, singing and
belonging to service organizations such as the Neepawa
Lionelles, Touchwood Park, Choraliers, Neepawa United
Church, and Palliative Care.
Bud and Anne were blessed with four children.
Growing up, all enjoyed music and many happy times
camping with family and friends.
Elizabeth Anne was born Apr. 11, 1959. After graduating from Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute, Elizabeth
worked as a secretary in Rankin Inlet, Kenora and Toronto.
She married Jeffrey Newfield on Aug. 23, 1980. She died
in a car accident Oct. 25, 1981 in Toronto at the age of
22.
Bryan Frederick was born Sept. 25, 1960. Bryan
moved to Kenora in 1978. He worked for Kenora Frosted
Foods, CanPar and Westbourne Electric. He married Karen
Williamson on May 26, 1990. They have two children:
Daniel Arthur, born Jan. 27, 1992, and Victoria Kristen,
born Mar. 20, 1995. Bryan died of a brain aneurysm July
31, 2002 at the age of 41. Karen and the kids now reside
in Thunder Bay, ON.

Wilfred and Lillian on their 50th wedding anniversary
(Note: her Mom is the lady beside her)
Together with their family, they farmed in the Hallboro
and Iroquois districts until 1940. They then moved to
Neepawa where he was a mechanic at the Neepawa Airport.
In 1946, he returned to Hallboro where he purchased the
original family farm and he lived there until his death in
March, 1986. He was also a grounds keeper at the Neepawa
Golf Course where he planted many of the trees that are
there now.
His wife Lillian died in January, 1979.
They have a family of seven children: four daughters,
Ada, Phyllis, Ruth and Joyce; and three sons, Ronald,
David and Douglas.
Daughters: Ada (Frances) Clark (both deceased) have
three children; Phyllis (Don) Lawson, have five children;
Ruth (Larry) Mosonier, have seven children; and Joyce
who died in infancy.
Sons: Ronald (married Carol Piett) have three children; David, (married Lois Craig) have four children and
Douglas (married Cheryl McMillan) have three children.
They left a family of 24 grandchildren, 51 great grandchildren and 14 great, great grandchildren.

LEE, BUD and ANNE
D.A. (Bud) Lee was born in Marchwell, SK on May 4,
1936 to Eileen and Ernest Lee. They farmed just west of
Russell, MB. From there, his family moved to Makeroff,
SK where they operated a general store. In 1946, the
family moved to Basswood, MB where they operated a
farm machinery and gas business. The final move occurred
in 1956, when they moved the business to Neepawa under
the name of Plains Farm Equipment. Bud joined the business in 1957 when his father retired. Bud and his brother,
Dudley, continued the operation until 1976 when they sold
to Agri-Eaze Equipment. Bud was employed with this firm
until 1986. He was going to retire at this time but decided
to try something new. He went to work for MacLeod’s

David James arrived on Nov. 11, 1963. After graduation, David traveled with a band called Amnesty, then
settled in Brandon where he has worked for Burn’s Meats,
Great West Life and Precision Toyota. He is currently
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university at the University of Minnesota in Crookston,
Minnesota and Minot State University in Minot, North
Dakota, graduating in 1999 with a science degree in criminal justice and addictions. Jason is currently a counselor
for the Maricopa County Correction Services and lives
in Tolleson, Arizona. He is pursuing a Masters degree
in Counseling from the University of Phoenix. Cammie
did her schooling in Brandon and attended Minot State
University in Minot, North Dakota where she earned a
Bachelor and a Masters degree in Deaf Education. She
is currently a teacher at the Desert Voices Oral Learning
School and is living in Scottsdale, Arizona.
Yvonne did her schooling in Neepawa. She graduated as a registered nurse from Royal Victoria Hospital
in Montreal, QC in 1971 and from University of British
Columbia, Vancouver in 1977 with a Bachelor of Science
in Nursing. She worked primarily in a variety of full time
and part time direct service and administrative positions
in VON/Home Care Nursing in Vancouver and Neepawa,
retiring in 1997. Yvonne married Allan George Reilly
[May 25, 1949] on May 28, 1977 in Maple Ridge, BC.
They lived in Vancouver for 17 years and have two children: Shauna Frances Lee [Nov. 11, 1980] and Steven
Allan Samuel [May 22, 1982] who died on Oct. 23, 1984
in Vancouver. They returned to Neepawa in July, 1989,
and relocated to Winnipeg in August, 1997, where they
currently reside. Shauna did her schooling in Vancouver,
Neepawa, and completed high school at University of
Winnipeg Collegiate, in 1998. She attended Queen’s
University, Kingston, ON graduating with a Bachelor of
Arts honours in political studies in 2002. She completed
a Master’s degree in Political Science at Georgia State
University, Atlanta, Georgia and is currently completing a
Ph.D. in political science and teaching part-time at Georgia
State University.
Terry did his schooling in Neepawa. He was a broiler
hatching egg producer (Lee Farms Neepawa Ltd.) and
farmer, retiring from that in 1998, and moving to Neepawa.
Terry married Rose Linda Humeniuk [May 17, 1955] on
May 18, 1974 in Cowan, MB. He married Diane Helen
Stevenson [Dec. 3, 1959] on Aug. 29, 2004 in Portage la
Prairie. He currently works part time for Stevenson and
Desrochers Law Office in Portage la Prairie, where he
currently resides. He has three children: Cheryl Frances
[Feb. 14, 1979], Wayne Michael (Mike) [Apr. 15, 1981],
and Mark John [July 15, 1983]. Cheryl did her schooling in
Neepawa, graduating in 1997 and attended BU graduating
with honors degree in science and education in 2002. She
is a senior high math and science teacher at McCreary High
School. She is currently completing a Master’s degree in
Guidance and Counseling at BU. She married James (Jim)
Anthony (son of Dennis and Leona) Beaumont [Jan. 15,
1971] on Aug. 10, 2002 in Neepawa. Jim owns and operates Rainkie’s Sewage Service in Neepawa as well as being

sales manager at Fowler Pontiac Buick General Motors
Corporation. David has a daughter Bryn Elizabeth, born
Sept. 21, 2002. Bryn took her journey to The Next Place, on
Feb. 21, 2008 at the age of five years and five months.
Barbara Eileen was born July 24, 1968. She studied
creative communications, and worked for CJVR Radio
and the 1995 Ford World Curling Championships. Barbara
married Lindsay Kaspick on Aug. 14, 1993. They have
three boys: Jordan Delbert born Apr. 27, 1955, Tanner John
born Jan.28, 1998 and Mason Lee born Mar. 7, 2001. Barb
and her family live in Brandon.
Bud and Anne feel it has been a privilege to live, work
and raise their family in Neepawa. They have found warmth
and satisfaction from being a part of this community.

LEE, DUDLEY and FAMILY
Submitted by Terry Lee
Dudley [May 22, 1923] and Ida Frances (Simpson)
[Aug. 2, 1922] Lee arrived in the Neepawa area from
Basswood, MB in July, 1956 with their four children:
Frederick (Rick) William [Apr. 10, 1949], Yvonne Frances
Maureen [July 30, 1950], Terence (Terry) John [Aug. 11,
1953], and Arthur Keith (Keith) [Sept. 20, 1954]. As well,
Dudley moved his farm implement business, Lee Truck
and Implement, which became Plains Farm Equipment
Ltd. in Neepawa. His parents, Frederick Ernest (Ernie)
[Oct. 31, 1888 - May 22, 1974] and Eileen Fanny (Exham)
[Aug. 4, 1896 – June 9, 1968] followed and joined the
business as well as his youngest brother “Bud” Desmond
Arthur. Dudley, Ida and family moved to a farm in the RM
of Rosedale in July, 1965. Dudley retired from the implement business in 1973 and started a successful egg producing business, Lee Farms Neepawa Ltd., with his son Terry.
He retired from that and farmed with his son-in-law, Al
Reilly for several years. Ida worked in the offices at Sears,
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute, Neepawa Press and
Manitoba Hydro. Ida died Dec. 3, 1987. Dudley married
Ida’s sister, Ina Edna Simpson June 16, 1991 and they
retired to Neepawa in 1999, where they currently reside.
Rick did his schooling in Basswood and Neepawa,
then, graduated with a Bachelor of General Studies –
Administrative Studies from Brandon University. He
currently is an investigator in the enforcement division of
the Canada Revenue Agency. Rick married Judith Lynne
Wood [Apr. 20, 1949] on Sept. 18, 1971. Lynne graduated
as a registered nurse from Brandon General Hospital in
1971 and worked for 32 years at the Brandon Regional
Health Center primarily in the emergency department. She
retired in 2003. They lived in Brandon for 33 years, and
currently live in Calgary, AB. They have two children: Jason
Frederick [July 22, 1975] and Cammie Michelle [Mar. 5,
1977]. Jason did his schooling in Brandon and attended
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ing certificate from Est-elle Academy of Hair Design,
Edmonton in 2002. She is currently employed with Divine
Creations in Edmonton.
Charlotte spent the years of her marriage living in
various communities throughout western Canada. She
sought employment in each community she lived in and
has worked in a variety of office settings. She relocated
to Neepawa in 1996.
In 2003, she moved out to Westcreek Village with her
companion, Jim Davies. She remained Jim’s confidante
until his passing in the fall of 2006 from a short battle
with cancer.
Currently, Charlotte owns and operates The Village at
Westcreek, where she continues Jim’s legacy. She is also a
legal assistant with Taylor Law Office, Neepawa.

a grain farmer. They have three children: Jenna Frances
[Oct. 1, 2003], Claire Ann [Jan. 19, 2005], and Allison Rae
[Feb. 7, 2007]. They currently live in the RM of Langford
and enjoy living on the farm. Mike attended school in
Neepawa, graduating in 1999. He attended University of
Manitoba and BU for two years and then completed an
electrical engineering technology diploma at Red River
Community College in Winnipeg in 2003. He is currently
employed with Manitoba Hydro as an electrical technician. Mark completed his schooling in Neepawa, graduating in 2001 and attended U of M, Winnipeg graduating
in 2005 with a Bachelor of Science in civil engineering.
He is continuing his studies in a civil engineering Ph.D.
program focusing on climate change and water resources.
He currently resides in St. Boniface.
Keith did his schooling in Neepawa and attended ACC,
Brandon where he took business administration diploma
graduating in 1977 and began working in the banking
industry. He worked in Vancouver, Fernie, and Golden,
returning to Vancouver in 1985. Keith moved back to
MacGregor, MB in 1986 and worked for the credit union,
transferring to Russell, and Gainsboro, SK. He moved to
Moosomin, SK in 1991 and worked for the Saskatchewan
Farm Credit. He managed the Co-op store in Welwyn, SK
for several years and that is where he currently resides.
Keith married Susan Alice Sattler [Aug. 31, 1964] from
MacGregor on Sept. 17, 1988 in Austin. They have one
child: Patrick Keith [June 4, 1989] who is completing high
school in Moosomin and looking forward to a career in
the music industry.

LEHMANN, ALFRED
Submitted by Veronika Gilson
Alfred Lehmann was born Oct. 5, 1929, at Zyczynek,
province of Wolhynia, in Poland. He was the firstborn child
to Emil and Emilie Lehmann (nee Glasel). Over time, the
family grew to include Albert (1930), Erdmunde (1934),
Linda who died as an infant and Alvin (1941).
He began his childhood on the family farm, surrounded
by aunts, uncles and cousins, in what was a German enclave
colony. This was a settlement of German speaking people
who had lived there for a number of generations. The Nazi
regime, during World War II, had the plan to gather from
the surrounding countries, all German speaking people and
bring them together in designated areas. The Lehmanns,
being of German speaking origins, had to gather the
family, their belongings, supplies for the trip and leave
their family farm behind. Their journey of displacement
ended in the Wartegau area of Poland. Alfred’s extended
family members were settled into different parts of the
Wartegau province.
World War II was coming to an end, the front was
moving and borders were closing, when the family fled
from Wartegau. Some of Alfred’s aunts, uncles and cousins were left on the other side. There were many times of
hunger and fear.
The Lehmann family, including Emil’s sister Olga,
came to the five-family village of Buchau (near Dannenberg)
Germany. Here they found work, Emilie at the Stern family
farm, Emil at Tramm. Alfred went to technical school
near Dannenberg, he had hopes of becoming a forester but
because of the war displacement he was unable to do this,
instead he studied to become a journeyed mechanic.
It was at Buchau that Alfred met Lucia Griese. She had
come from Bochum, initially looking for her brother. The
Biel family, right across the road from the Sterns, needed
someone to help with the harvest and farm. There was

LEHMAN, CHARLOTTE
Submitted by Charlotte Lehman
Charlotte was born in Edmonton, AB in 1951 to Lester
and Gloria Lehman. Her early years were spent following her father to many locations throughout Alberta and
Saskatchewan with his work in the oil industry. In the
early 1960s, Charlotte’s family settled in Red Deer and
established a mobile home park. It was here that she graduated high school with a business certificate. In 1970, she
attended the North American Baptist College (now Taylor
College) in Edmonton for two years. During this time she
met Neil Strohschein whom she married in the summer
of 1972.
Charlotte has two daughters, Darla (1979) and Coral
(1982). In 1997, Darla graduated from Concordia High
School in Edmonton. She continued her education and
obtained her Bachelor of Arts degree from the University
of Alberta in 2003. She is presently employed as a reservations agent for the Fairmont Banff Springs in Banff, AB.
Coral graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute in 2000. She went on to obtain her hairstyl518

When their family was raised and educated, Veronika
became a nurse; Magdalene a home economist/teacher;
Patricia a pharmacist; Emily a nurse and Wilfred a teacher.
Lucia and Alfred were looking forward to starting their
retirement years. Sadly, Alfred was diagnosed with cancer
at the age of 59 years. He died Feb. 25, 1992 at home,
surrounded by his family and is buried at the Neepawa
Cemetery.

little or no work in the cities so Lucia decided to return.
As teenagers, they met at the milk can stand that stood by
the stonework fence that ran along the Stern property.
Post war Germany was a very uncertain country,
and the Lehmann’s were unable to return to their farm in
Wolhynia. Where were they to go? The family made the
decision to emigrate to Canada. Emilie had an uncle, Emil
Hanke, her mother’s brother, who had gone to Canada
during the 1920 immigration wave and was planning on
moving from his farm at Arden, MB to Chatham, ON.
The decision made, the family consisting of Emil,
Emilie, Olga and children Alfred, Albert, Erdmunde and
Alvin boarded the ship, Scythia at Cuxhafen and left the
afternoon of July 14, 1949. The voyage took almost 10
days to cross the Atlantic Ocean arriving at Quebec City,
QC, passing through immigration July 25, 1949. Alfred
was 19 years old at the time.
Along with their possessions, they found their way to
the rail station and boarded a train, which after numerous
stops along the way left them at their destination of Arden.
They spent their first night in the Arden section house.
Emil Hanke’s farm, the new home, was located in the
RM of Lansdowne SE 5-15-13.
By August, Alfred was working as a farm hand at the
Ken Ford farm. Emil Hanke remained on the farm for a
time and helped them get settled, but when it was time for
him to leave, Alfred went with him traveling the Canadian
route to Chatham, ON. Alfred found work at the Bridger’s
Garage, where he received credit for his previous education and was able to complete his mechanic apprenticeship.
He was granted his certificate Oct. 31, 1951.
Lucia Griese and Alfred Lehmann spent three years
writing letters to each other. Lucia left Germany, never
seeing her mother again, and came to Chatham, ON (she
flew). They were married May 3, 1952 at St. Anthony’s
Church, Chatham, ON.
Their first child Veronika was born 1953.
Alfred, Lucia and Veronika moved from Chatham to
Arden, initially a temporary move, to help with the further
building up of the Lehmann farm.
They built a small house in the yard and as their family
grew: Magdalene 1956, Patricia 1958, Emily 1960 and
Wilfred 1963, additions were made to the house.
A number of years went by, when it became necessary for Alfred to find work off the farm. Lucia remained
behind to look after the children. He boarded at a house
in St. Boniface while working at Swifts and occasionally
came home, by bus, to be with his wife and children.
Atkins Garage, a Ford dealership in Neepawa, required
a mechanic and he started to work there. He no longer
needed to be away from his family. The Ford dealership
changed hands a number of times but he continued to
work there as a mechanic. Time went by, days of working,
providing for and raising the family.

LEVANDOSKI, BERT and LORI
Bert was born to Daune and Wanda Levandoski on
May 8, 1961 at Neepawa Hospital. Bert has two brothers, Rick and Morris and three sisters, Tammy Winslow,
Nancy Morley, and Holly Kulbacki. He attended J.M.
Young School until the end of Grade 9 and then went
to Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute (NACI) where he
graduated in 1979. He went to work at Carnation Foods
in Carberry and then headed for Alberta for a short time,
returning back to work for Gordon Farms for approximately 12 years while building his own cattle operation.
He now runs a cattle operation with his wife and two children on the home farm.
Lori Denise is the daughter of Don and Dona
Montgomery. She was born Aug. 11, 1962 at Neepawa
Hospital. Lori has one sister Brenda and one brother Dwight
(deceased 1996). Lori attended Neepawa Schools and graduated in 1980 from NACI. She worked at Robinson Store
until it closed and then went to work at Harris Pharmacy
in 1986 where she still is employed.
Bert and Lori were married on July 8, 1989. They
have two boys: Travis born Dec. 20, 1991 and Bret born
Jan. 11, 1994, both at Neepawa Hospital. Both boys are
interested in hockey, golf, motor biking/quading and lots
more. They attend J.M.Young School and NACI.

LEVANDOSKI FAMILY
Submitted by Ed Levandoski
John Levandoski, Sr. and his wife Lillian, (Netzel),
were married in Buffalo, New York on Sept. 6, 1892. Their
first four children were born in Buffalo and other eight
were born in the RM of Rosedale. They obtained entry
for a homestead in Elk Ranch district in 1898. They built
their first 18’x20’ log home and broke one acre of land in
May of 1899. By 1904, they had two cows, three horses
and 3 ½ acres cropped.
Following the death of his wife Lillian in 1933, John
moved to the Polonia district, one mile west of the present
church. He then married Michaelena Kozorski in 1940.
There were no children from this marriage.
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Lillian passed away at age 58 in 1933 and John Jr.
passed away in 1949 at age 78. As of 2007, none of John
and Lillian’s twelve children are alive. Presently only three
wives of the sons Adam, John Jr. and Stanley are living:
Gertie, Frances and Katherine.
Tony and Annie have four children: Edward, Michael,
Barry and Beverley.
Edward married Agnes and raised three children.

During his lifetime, John farmed and worked in the
area as a carpenter and mason. He did much work at the
Polonia Church and he also made tombstones and finished
grave sites.
The Levandoskis and Pasowistys were very close
neighbours and as they both loved music, this influence
soon became a part of their families. Three Levandoski
sons, Frank, Tony and Tom played for many years for
dances, weddings and socials. This musical love and talent
is still being continued by grandchildren and great grandchildren.
The children of John Levandoski worked for many
families in the surrounding areas in their younger years.
They were well known for their willingness to accept hard
work and to complete it well. As they married, they carried
on the traditional skills as some became mixed farmers,
berry farmers, carpenters and masons. John loved good
company and he was known to welcome neighbours and
friends with a glass of wine and a game of cards.
John and Lillian raised twelve children, seven boys
and five girls: Rose, Frances, Helen, Joe, Frank, Mary,
John Jr., Stanley, Anne, Tony, Tom and Adam.
Rose married Steve Smith, Frances married Mike
Kasprick, Helen married Mike Usick, Joe married Elsie
Cartwright, Frank married Helen McCaig, Mary married
Joe Rainka, John Jr. married Frances Oakley, Stanley
married Katherine Novak, Anne married John Forbes,
Tony married Annie Porrok, Tom married Eileen Ferris
and Adam married Gertie Swiscoski.

Ed and Agnes
Keith married Elaine and raised two sons: Wesley
and Russell. Katherine married Maurice Malfait and they
have two daughters: Erin and Lauren. Karen married Allan
Davies and they have a daughter, Dana and a son, Drew.
Michael married Linda Moore and raised five children:
Gerald, Lorie, Wayne, Kenny and Donna. Kenny married
Peggy, Wayne married Kathy, Lorie married Roy Willerton
and they have sons, Shaun and Travis.
Barry married Rita Cameron and raised a daughter,
Teena.
Beverley married Philip Myker and raised a daughter,
Kerri Ann and a son, Patrick.

LEVANDOSKY, MICHAEL and LORI
Michael Levandosky, second youngest sibling of
Stanley and Katherine Levandosky, was born on Feb. 14,
1960. He attended J.M. Young School in Eden Grades1-9.
Michael graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute
in 1978 and furthered his education at Assiniboine

Tony and Annie
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team, who represented Manitoba in the Western Canadians
and brought home gold. In his first year with the Neepawa
Farmers Senior baseball team, Kevin was the 2004 MSBL
Rookie of the Year. Kevin is currently living and working
in Alberta.
The youngest son, Shane Darren was born on Apr. 28,
1996. Shane is in Grade 6 at Hazel M. Kellington School.
In the summer, you will find him on the ball diamonds,
and in the winter, you will see him on the ice at the hockey
rink. Although, Shane has the same “Love of Sports” as
his father and brother, he is his own person, as he cheers
for the Anaheim Ducks and not the beloved “Habs”. But
that’s okay …

Community College to become an electrician. After
becoming a journeyman, in 1986, Michael started his own
company, “Mike’s Electric”, which he owned and operated
for 20 years. In the fall of 2006, he went to work for Prairie
Forest Products in Neepawa as an industrial electrician.
Michael played hockey and baseball with the Neepawa
Farmers. In his 21 years of baseball with the Farmers, it
gave him the opportunity to play on many provincial and
all star teams. Michael was inducted into the Manitoba
Baseball Hall of Fame in 2005.
Lori Bold, second youngest daughter of Floyd and
Betty Bold, was born Jan. 14, 1961. She attended J.M.
Young School in Eden for Grades 1-9 and graduated from
NACI with a business education in 1979. Lori has been
part of the Neepawa business community since she graduated and is currently working for Touchwood Park in the
administration office.
On May 1, 1982, Michael and Lori were married at
St. Dominic’s Catholic Church. Their first home was at
269 Second Avenue in Neepawa. In the spring of 1988,
they purchased a yard site in the RM of Langford at SW
30-14-15W where they still reside today.
Their first born was a daughter, Trisha Marie on Oct. 3,
1984. Trisha graduated from NACI in 2002. She furthered
her education at Scientific Marvel School of Esthetics
and graduated with honors in 2003. Trisha completed her
apprenticeship in 2006 and received the highest achievement award for Manitoba’s outstanding new journey person
in the trade of esthetician. Trisha currently lives in Brandon
and is self-employed at the Urban Bliss Day Spa.

LEVANDOSKY, STANLEY and KATHERINE
(nee NOVAK)
Stanley Francis was born in the Elk Ranch district on
Mar. 16, 1906. Stan’s family consisted of twelve siblings,
seven boys and five girls.
Katherine Irene was also born in the Elk Ranch district
on Mar. 24, 1916. Kay’s family also consisted of twelve
siblings, six boys and six girls.
Stan and Kay were married in the St. Elizabeth’s
Church on Oct. 17, 1942. They then started their family
of seven children south of Neepawa on the Minkus farm
where they lived for a total of 20 years.
First born, James, lives on the homestead farm west
of Eden. Dorothy, at age 16 years became a member of
the Sisters of St. Benedict’s Monastery in Winnipeg and
she currently resides in Calgary, AB. Bonnie married Gary
Hornung and they reside in Morden, MB. Robert married
Helen Breaton and they reside in Portage la Prairie. Willie
married Patty Kirschman and they also reside in Portage la
Prairie, owners of Miller’s Campground. Michael married
Lori Bold and they reside in Neepawa. Steven married
Karen Lambert and they live in Taber, AB.

Their first son, Kevin Michael, was born on July
14, 1986. He graduated in 2004. Kevin played hockey
in the Neepawa minor hockey system, and was on the
Peewee”A” Provincial champion team in the year 2000,
played for the Yellowhead Chiefs in 2001/2002 and
Norway House Northstars Junior B Championship team
in 2003/2004. Kevin also played baseball. He was on the
2002 Provincial Midget “AAA” Baseball Championship

Back Row L to R: Steven, Robert, Bonnie and Jim
Front: Willie, Michael, Kay and sister Dorothy
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or 189 Mountain Avenue at the end of September, 2004.
The same family had owned it for five generations, and
we bought it from Dr. and Mrs. Mark Perrett. Of course,
we’ve since made enough changes to the old house to
suit us, and we find it very comfortable and convenient
to the schools, hospital, and Yellowhead Centre; besides,
it’s just a good walk downtown to the post office! It must
be said that Leslie was very diplomatic in answering our
questions: when we asked about the quality of the town
water, she said the town was looking into tapping into an
aquifer!
Bruce and Lorna have lived many places, including out
of Canada. Some include Central and South America, the
Caribbean, and Europe. Lorna is a retired teacher, having
spent most of her years teaching in colleges. Bruce joined
the Royal Canadian Air Force when he was young, and
spent many years as an aerial surveyor after leaving the
military. He completed his Bachelor of Arts at Lakehead
University in Thunder Bay.
We have two daughters and one son, so we spend
much time travelling east and west. Our son, Kelvin, lives
in Red Deer, AB; our daughter Susan Jennifer and her
husband David Kerrivan and their two children Peter and
Katherine live in Ottawa, ON; our other daughter SusanLynne and her husband Keith Baker and their two daughters Ashley and Victoria live in Toronto. We actually do
have close relatives in town now, as Heather and Allan
Gleason, Bruce’s sister and brother-in-law from Winnipeg,
moved to a condo here at the end of October, 2007. They
did so after visiting Neepawa to see us, they really did
think Neepawa was the right place for them!
We are happy to have chosen to retire to Neepawa;
it’s a good town! We try to stay involved in community
affairs, especially from April to November, as we, like
many others from Neepawa, have a warm spot in Texas!

Stan and Kay purchased the Mike Kasprick farm
14-16-16 west of Eden and lived there for thirty years.
Jim, the oldest son, purchased the farm in 1995 at which
time Stan and Kay moved into the Elks Manor for their
retirement.
Stan and Kay very much enjoyed the company of
family and friends throughout the years most especially
their fourteen grandchildren, six great grandchildren, and
four great, great grandchildren.
Stan passed away in the spring of 1998. Kay continues
to reside at the Elks Manor in Neepawa where she enjoys
her golden years. Recently she was present at Morden to
see her son Michael become a member of the Manitoba
Baseball Hall of Fame.

LIDDLE, BRUCE and LORNA
Submitted by Bruce and Lorna
R. Bruce Liddle and Lorna Brownlee-Liddle retired to
Neepawa in September, 2004, our second retirement. Ten
years earlier, while we were in Sioux Lookout, ON, we
had spent a month visiting numerous towns and cities on
the prairies, in search of a community in which to retire.
During our travels, we purchased a century farm home
about ten kilometres south and west of Boissevain, MB.
The home was a provincially designated heritage home,
waiting for someone to restore it. It was a wonderful place
to live. We did completely restore it, including new mortar,
new windows, and period appointments. In our efforts to
restore the home to its original state, we started to attend
local auctions where we learned that in southwestern
Manitoba auctions are social events. We still enjoy going
to auctions, although we do so as collectors now. However,
after nine years of maintaining Stonecroft, as the seventeen
acres and home were called, we felt it was time to really
retire, and so began another quest.
Our three children and our grandchildren are spread
across Canada from east to west, so it was unreasonable to choose anywhere but Manitoba. Since Bruce was
born and raised in Sioux Lookout and Lorna was born
in Saskatchewan and raised in Dominion City, MB, we
knew what it was like to live in a province considered by
Albertans to be “eastern” and by Ontarians to be “western”. At first, we thought we would return to Winnipeg,
having lived there at times in our lives, but we soon realized that we had grown too old to start over in a city.
Our next thoughts were of Portage la Prairie, Brandon,
Dauphin, Minnedosa, and finally Neepawa.
In Neepawa, we were met by a friendly, professional
realtor, Leslie Skibinsky, who very soon found the house
for us; we wanted an old house, but it had to be small
enough for us to manage, and there it was! We moved into
the red brick house by the tennis courts as people know it

LINDSAY, JIM and BETH
Submitted by Jim and Beth Lindsay
Robert Dawson Lindsay was born in 1902, the oldest
son of Stewart and Matilda Lindsay. He and his two brothers, Delbert and Merton attended Dumfries School. After
he quit school, Dawson helped on the family farm.
In 1928, Dawson married Jessie Carmichael of Oberon.
Jessie received her education at Oberon and attended high
school in Neepawa. She loved outdoor work and would
take over her dad’s tandem team of six horses on the
plough when he had to go to a meeting or was away from
home. She could do any part of farm work. Jessie was
also a good cook and was very interested in crafts. She
played the piano and the Hawaiian guitar. She and Margery
(Madge) Byram played together at concerts that were held
after fowl suppers, etc.
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Dawson and Jessie began farming on NE 10-14-15 in
1929. They also farmed SE 10-15-15. They worked very
hard with grain farming and raising livestock. In the winter,
they were always ready to have a game of cards with the
neighbours. In the mid-thirties, they had a “500 club” in
the community. Jessie and Dawson were keen players and
would travel to the different homes in the nearby districts
night after night to keep the cherished cup and saucer
that went to the winning card players. The families in the
community used to hold dances in the homes and Jessie
and Dawson always enjoyed these.
Dawson showed commercial Shorthorn cattle at the
Neepawa fair several times. He had a spirited horse named
Bill who got the family into trouble sometimes. Once when
they were coming home from town in the cutter, they came
to a snow bank and the cutter tilted to one side. It began to
slide and finally tipped right over. Bill ran away and came
home. The shafts of the cutter were broken and the family
was left to fend for themselves. Scotty Burnett came to
their rescue. Another time in the summer, Bill ran away
with the buggy. He headed down the sidewalk on Mountain
Avenue narrowly missing the hitching posts and sending
pedestrians hurrying in all directions. Jim Strohman saw
what was going on and managed to get Bill stopped before
much damage was done.
Jessie and Dawson have one son, Jim. He attended
Dumfries School for his early education just as his father
had done, then went to Neepawa Collegiate for a short
time. He was in the Neepawa 4-H Calf Club and made a
good showing with his Shorthorn calves under the capable
leadership of Archie McNair and agricultural representative Jim Bowman. He was in Air Cadets for one year with
Mr. H.O. Ray and Mr. Jack McGilvray as instructors.
In 1945, Jim quit high school and stayed home to help
with the farm work. His father’s health had begun to deteriorate and in 1954 Dawson passed away. Jim continued
to farm with his mother until she married again.
In 1957, Jessie married Jim Milne of Helston, MB.
They spent some time traveling and in 1962, they moved
to Vancouver, later buying a home in White Rock, BC. Jim
died in 1977 aged 72 years. Jessie continued living there
until her death in November, 1978.
In 1958, Jim met and married Beth Miller who was
working in the Carberry Hospital at that time. Her parents
had farmed at Firdale, MB but were retired and living at
Austin. Beth joined Jim in farming the home place where
they kept livestock and worked the land. In 1966, they sold
their milk cows and other animals and Jim went to work
for Parrish and Heimbecker Feed Services for the next ten
years. Since then, they have been straight grain farming.
Jim is always interested in new grain growing methods
and is eager to learn about new equipment and the latest
in seed varieties. He does some custom field work when
he has time.

Beth belonged to the Dumfries Women’s Institute for
quite a few years, being president for awhile and serving
on the program committee. She has helped with quite a
few showers and social events in the district. She taught
Sunday school and was a Canadian Girls in Training and
Explorer leader. She acted as a 4-H leader with the Belles,
Beaux and Builders 4-H Club for three years. She has
served on various church related committees and has been
a United Church Women member for over 20 years.
Beth and Jim have two children: Kenneth (1968) and
Naida (1970).
Kenneth and Naida attended Hazel M Kellington
School for their early education and later went to Neepawa
Area Collegiate Institute for high school. Ken was involved
in hockey, baseball and Rifle Club and Naida was in figure
skating, baseball, 4-H and piano and guitar lessons.
In 2002, Jim and Beth moved in to the Bri-Mont
Apartments in Neepawa. Ken and his partner, Cherie
Kozak, moved to the farm that fall.
By 2006, Jim could no longer handle the stairs so they
moved to a condo unit at Hunter’s Haven. They are quite
comfortable living in an apartment where the garage and
living area are on the same level.

LINK, ROY and WENDY
Roy Link, son of Herb and Roberta Link of Brookdale,
was born in Neepawa in 1949. Wendy, daughter of Bill
and Etta Neilands of Arden, was also born in Neepawa in
1950. Roy and Wendy were married on Sept. 14, 1968 at
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his parents after he was discharged from the Air Force in
1945.
We are enjoying our move to Neepawa.

the Arden United Church and later have three children:
Darla, Dian and Jenifer.
Darla married Harvey Hanke, son of Barney and Joan
Hanke of Eden and they have three daughters: Kayla,
Breanne and Ashley. They reside on a farm at Eden.
Dian married Wesley Perrett, son of John and Edna
Perrett of Arden. They have two sons: Tyler and Kelsey
and they live in Neepawa.
Jenifer has three children: Lynden, Halle and Taine.
They also live in Neepawa.
In 1968, Roy worked for a hardware store in Brookdale,
and from 1970 to 1979 he worked for Carnation Foods of
Carberry, MB during which time he moved the family
from Neepawa to Carberry. He then ventured out on his
own to start his own business, Roy’s Painting, Ceiling and
Decorating. Wendy was a stay-at-home mom until 1983
when she took a job at Carberry Motel where she worked
full time as a cleaning person.
In 1985, Roy and Wendy moved to Russell where they
bought and ran a grocery store. In 1989, they moved back to
Neepawa. Roy worked as an assistant grocery manager for
Neepawa Gladstone Co-op and in 2000 he started his own
business, Roy’s Home/Yard Care which he still operates
today. Wendy began working at the Westway Motel and in
1991, she was hired on at the Neepawa District Hospital to
work in the laundry department and later started working
at East View Lodge in laundry and housekeeping departments where she remains employed.

LOCKHART, KEITH and MARION
Submitted by Marion Lockhart
Keith arrived in Neepawa in February, 1958 to become
health inspector for the Neepawa Health Unit. He retired in
April, 1992, after 36 years with the Province of Manitoba.
During those years, he was involved with the golf course,
curling club, minor hockey and ball, plus the Yellowhead
Centre, Touchwood Park and the Lions Club.
Marion arrived in September, 1958 and in March, 1959
began to work with the Bank of Commerce until October,
1963 when Mari-Ann was born. Darwin followed in
November, 1965. Marion has been involved with Lionelles,
St. James Anglican Church and retired from the Bank of
Montreal after 22 years.

LINTS, HARVEY and MABEL
We moved from Hamiota in January of 2005 to the
village at Westcreek. We lived in Hamiota for several years
after retiring from the farm at Decker.
We were married in 1975 after both our spouses had
died several years before. Harvey has three children:
Barbara, Kelvin and Doris.
Barbara married Scott Doupe and lives in Calgary.
They have three children: Alyssa, Kristen and Timothy.
Kelvin is married to Wanda Davison and lives in Pilot
Mound. They have two children: Derek and Audrey.
Derek is married to Jill Russell and lives in Pilot Mound.
They have two children: Daniel and Addison. Audrey is
marrying Dan Boyer in September; they live in LaRonge,
SK. Doris is married to Dean Tremaine, and they own
the Chicken Corral restaurant. They have four children:
Megan is married to Eric Fulford and lives in Rivers, and
Mark, Katelyn and Lacey are at home.
Mabel has two children: Daryl who is deceased and
Charyl. Charyl married John Richkun, and they have two
children: Karl and Chad and live in Winnipeg.
We are both from a farming background; Harvey spent
most of his life on the farm in Decker taking over from

Darwin, Marion, Mari-Ann, Keith

Mari-Ann, Trent, Riley, Ken
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operating room and Robert worked full-time on the pediatric and medical-surgical floor. After an eight month term
of teaching at a mission school in the Central American
country of Belize (July, 1989 to February, 1990), they
made their home at Raymond, AB (1990-2000). While
in Alberta, Robert was employed part-time at the Edith
Cavell Care Centre (geriatric nursing) in Lethbridge and
on a casual basis at the Raymond Care Centre, an 18 bed
psychiatric unit. Lois was kept busy as a housewife and
mother.
Due to a cancer diagnosis (carcinoma and sarcoma)
during 1998, Robert was off sick for nearly three years
until January, 2001.
In June of 2000, they moved to Grunthal, MB. During
their time there, Robert was employed as a director of nursing in a small, private nursing home in Steinbach operated
by the Church of God in Christ, Mennonite. They moved to
Eden in August of 2003, and purchased the Harry Jackson
place two miles south of Eden.
They have two children, both adopted in Belize.
Heidi was born in July of 1989. She joined their family in
October as a three month old. Isaac was born in December
of 1990. He came to their family as a newborn. They have
often been asked if their children are brother and sister
by birth. The children came from two unrelated families.
Belize had a very simple and inexpensive adoption process
around the time of their arrival. (English is the official
language in Belize. It is a Commonwealth nation, where
legalities associated with adoption are quite similar to ours
in Canada).
Both Heidi and Isaac graduated with a Grade 12
diploma in May of 2007. For the majority of their school
years, they were home schooled.
Now, (October, 2007), Heidi is employed at East View
Lodge as a health care aide. Isaac is employed by Parkway
Construction as a carpenter.
The Loewen’s are of the Mennonite faith and attend
the Living Hope Fellowship at Eden.

Stephanie, Jonah, Darwin
Mari-Ann graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute and was active in figure skating, swimming, and
water skiing; she now lives in Winnipeg with her husband
Ken and two boys, Trent and Riley. The two boys are very
active in sports and keep their parents hopping.
Darwin graduated from NACI and attended University
of Manitoba to obtain a degree in science and Bachelor
of Commerce (Honors). He lives in Winnipeg with wife
Stephanie and son Jonah. During his school years, Darwin
was active in hockey, ball, football and swimming.

LOEWEN, ROBERT and LOIS
Lois and Robert came from different Mennonite backgrounds. Lois was born in Pennsylvania. Her forefathers
emigrated from France and Switzerland in the late 1700s.
Her parents moved to southern Wisconsin when she was
at the age of four years. In 1974, they moved to southern
Minnesota for one year and then, north to the International
Falls, Minnesota area. After living in northern Minnesota
for nine years, they moved back to southern Wisconsin,
where her mother and several siblings till reside.
Robert’s forefathers came to Canada from the Ukraine
in 1874-75 and settled in the Steinbach area. He grew up
at Pansy and Blumenort.
Lois graduated as a registered nurse in 1976 from
the Rochester Community College, Rochester, Minnesota.
She took part of her training at the well-known Mayo
Clinic. Her nursing career (prior to our marriage) took
her to northern Minnesota; northern Ontario, Virginia, and
Paraguay, South America.
Robert graduated as a licensed practical nurse in 1984
and as a registered nurse in 1987 from the Red River
Community College in Winnipeg.
They were married in June of 1987 at Richland Centre,
Wisconsin. They resided at Fort Francis, ON from July,
1987 until June, 1989, where they both were employed at
the La Verendrye Hospital. Lois worked part-time in the

LONG, BARRY and HELEN
Barry Long was born in Winnipeg, MB in 1936, son
of Charles William Long and Leanna Long (Leverenz) and
has one sister, Doreen Haugan, who resides in Edmonton,
AB.
Upon high school completion in Stonewall, MB, he
entered the work force at Imperial Bank of Canada in
Winnipeg, where he met Helen Brown, who had ventured
out to Winnipeg from her home in Prince Edward Island.
Helen was the daughter of Harold and Jessie Brown
(McIntyre) who farmed in the Grand River area of the
beautiful PEI. Helen has two sisters, Marie and Elayne
and one brother Don.
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both minor and old-timer’s hockey. He founded the 39’rs
Old-timer Hockey team in 1977, and formed the golf
course’s men’s Thursday night two-man best ball league in
1972. He was a Neepawa Golf and Country Club executive
member for seven years including one term as president
and served on the Manitoba Golf Association council for
two years.

Barry and Helen were married in Winnipeg in 1959.
A family of five loving children, three boys and two girls,
were born in the Long household.
Charles “Michael” William, born 1961 in Winnipeg.
He married Cheryl Tuckett of Winnipeg in 1988. They have
two children: Tanner (1995) and Jillian (1998). Michael
obtained his Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Medical
Rehabilitation from the University of Manitoba and works
in the mental health field as a program manager with the
Manitoba Adolescent Treatment Centre in Winnipeg.
Mary “Leanna”, born in 1964 in Winnipeg. She
married Randy Martin of Neepawa in 1988. They have two
children: Kyle (1991) and Bryn (1997). Leanna obtained
her dental assistant diploma from Keewatin Community
College in The Pas and works as a dental assistant with
Neepawa Dental Office, while Randy is a 27 year employee
with Manitoba Hydro. They moved back to Neepawa in
1999 and reside in the RM of Rosedale.
Barry “Jason” David, born 1966 in Winnipeg. He
married Yuka Nagashima of Fukuoka, Japan on July 18,
2005. Jason obtained his Bachelor of Arts from the U of
M and spent ten years teaching English and building a
photography business in Fukuoka, Japan. Jason passed
away, being the victim of a speeding driver on Sept. 9,
2005, only two months after his marriage to Yuka.
Lloyd “Trevor” Bentley, born 1968 in Brandon. He
married Sheryl Tingle of Saskatoon, SK in 2002. Trevor
obtained his hospitality and tourism diploma from
Assiniboine Community College and works as the director of food and beverage at the Rimrock Resort Hotel in
Banff, AB. Trevor and Sheryl live in Canmore, AB.
Tracy “Joleen”, born 1970 in Brandon. She married
Leonard LeSage in 1997. They have one child, Brielle
(2004). Joleen obtained her business accountancy diploma
from Red River Community College and is employed as
a bankruptcy administrator with Meyers, Norris, Penny
in Winnipeg.
Barry and Helen resided in Winnipeg from 1959-1966
when Barry transferred to Brandon in his position as zone
manager with International Motor Trucks with whom he
was employed for ten years. He then joined National
Farmway Stores as store manager in Brandon for a four
year period followed by a move to the International
Harvester Corporation dealership, Plains Farm Equipment
in Neepawa in 1972. In 1978, Barry founded Long’s Shoe
Shoppe, a complete family footwear outlet which he operated for 24 years until his retirement in 2001. Helen was
employed at East View Lodge for 19 years until her retirement in 1996.
Helen and Barry have been members of St. Dominic’s
Catholic Church since moving to Neepawa in 1972.
The Long family was involved in sports, primarily golf
and hockey. Barry was an executive member for minor
hockey for many years as well as coach and referee in

LONG, JOHN and ELIZABETH
Submitted by Edna Macks
John Long was born in Wiltshire, England, in 1848.
He married Elizabeth Fennell in 1881, and they sailed to
America. They took up farming in Missouri where their
four children (Florence, Walter, Emily and Sarah) were
born. Florence died in 1889.
In 1890, being of a pioneering nature and seeking
cheap land, the family moved to Manitoba, where John
acquired a homestead and started farming at NW 27-15-13
in what is now the RM of Lansdowne. The family was
planning to build a house, when Elizabeth died suddenly
in 1891, at the age of 29. She was buried in the Arden
Cemetery, which had been established three years earlier.
This was a hard blow for John, but he did build his house.
He was a kind, hardworking man who, with the help of his
neighbours, raised his motherless family who were then
only ages two, four, and six. The children attended Rose
Ridge and Winchester schools.
John went to England to visit in 1908 and while there,
he married Sarah Butler, a nurse, in April, 1909. They
returned to his farm in Manitoba. Sarah found the farm
lonely and the winters so cold. In January, 1910, John and
Sarah traveled to Missouri to spend the rest of the winter
there. That spring a severe flu spread across the county
and Sarah was its victim. She died Apr. 10, 1910, and John
returned to the farm in Manitoba and carried on farming
with his son, Walter. When Walter married, John made his
home with them.
John is remembered as an optimist. He encouraged
people to get out and use their right to vote. He was a
“Real Grandpa” to his grandchildren. He worked the fields
with a four horse team until he was 83 years old, and then
only semi-retired. John passed away in 1941 at the age
of 92 years. He was laid to rest in the Arden cemetery
beside his first wife, Elizabeth, who had predeceased him
by 50 years.
In 1905, Emily married Edward Snell, son of pioneers,
Phillip and Mary Snell of the Soudan district and in 1909,
Sarah married Harry Davis, formerly of England.
Walter married Loretta, youngest daughter of Plumas
pioneers Peter and Janet Soper in 1916. They made their
home at 35-15-13 and farmed there for 34 years. Their four
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Evelyn Alice found employment in Oakville and then,
in 1948, moved to Neepawa to work for the Manitoba
Telephone System. Later, she became a sales clerk and
buyer for Fenwick’s also. She married John Owen of
Oberon in 1955 and they have one daughter, Barbara. (See
John Owen story)
Ruby May moved to Neepawa in 1950 and worked at
Bray’s Grocery. In 1953, she began work at Fenwick’s as
a sales clerk. She worked there until 1977, when the business closed its doors. Ruby married Clair Gill of Arden
in 1954 and they farmed in the Arden area. Ruby and
Clair, later divorced and Ruby moved back to Neepawa.
In 1980, she married George Scheper of Portage la Prairie
and moved there. She did part time sales clerk work in
various stores during this time. Ruby and George divorced
in 1995. Ruby (Long) Scheper lived in Portage la Prairie
until 1999 when she sold her house there and moved to
an apartment at the Yellowhead Manor in Neepawa. She
lived in her apartment until changes in her health required
that she move to East View Lodge in 2001. Ruby has since
suffered a stroke in October, 2005. She continues to reside
at East View Lodge.

daughters (Edith, Edna, Evelyn and Ruby) were all born
on this farm and attended Winchester school.
During the depression in the 1930s, it was a struggle to
keep up with expenses. Loretta earned grocery money by
churning cream and making butter into one pound bricks
and selling these to private customers in Plumas. Eggs
were delivered to the store in return for groceries. In the
fall, the chickens and turkeys were sold to get money to
purchase some winter clothing for the family. This was
exciting as most summer clothes were made from “handme-downs”. Poor roads made winter travel a real chore.
Walter’s health began to fail and he died in 1950.
Loretta, then sold the home farm to Mac Wishart and
NW 27-15-13 to Lewis McGhie and bought a house in
Neepawa, where three of her daughters were employed.
During the next twenty years, Loretta took in several
Neepawa teachers as boarders. In 1971, when the new
wing opened at East View Lodge, Loretta moved there. She
died in February, 1972. Her family still lives in the area.
Edith Marion worked in Neepawa and Minnedosa as
a sales clerk and married Nelson Dunsmore in 1963. They
farmed in the Franklin area, but lived in Neepawa. Nelson
was active in sports and many community affairs. He died
in 1972. Edith continued to live in the house on First Street
in Neepawa. In February, 2000, she suddenly became ill
and died after a very short hospital stay.
Edna Elizabeth worked in Plumas as a clerk at the
O.B. Watson store. In 1947, she began to work as a sales
clerk and buyer for Fenwick’s in Neepawa. Edna married
Reinhardt Macks of Plumas in 1952 and they have three
daughters: Faye, Linda, and Ruby. Edna now lives in the
apartments of Kinsmen Kourts in Neepawa. She celebrated
her 85th birthday in March, 2007. (See Reinhardt Mack’s
story)

The 4 Long Sisters:
L to R: Evelyn Owen, Edna Macks, Ruby Scheper,
Edith Dunsmore
The Long family has been part of this area for five
generations.

LOUIE, ALBERT and MAY
Submitted by May and Albert
In July, 2002, May and Albert Louie purchased the
Bamboo Garden Restaurant and Victory Block from Ming
Dare and Dick Lee.
May was born in Guangzhou, China and came to
Gladstone with her family in 1960.
Albert was born in Hong Kong and came to Winnipeg
in 1966 to attend the University of Manitoba.
They met when May was attending school in Winnipeg,
and were married in 1974, in Gladstone United Church.

Back Row L to R: Faye Scott, Kathryn Bullion,
Janine Scott, Lorne (Jr) Bullion, Lorelei Scott,
Allisttair Scott
Front Row L to R: Edna Macks, Ruby Macks,
Linda Bullion
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They have two children: Arthur, born 1978 and Allison,
born 1980. They both moved away from home and now
live and work in Vancouver, BC.
May and Albert took over the Paris Café in Gladstone
when May’s parents retired from their business in 1983.
They operated the restaurant until 1993, when they decided
to move to Winnipeg so that their children could have
better access to higher education.
The newly renovated Bamboo Garden Restaurant was
opened on July 30, 2002. A year later, the entire block was
given a major renovation and facelift, and new businesses
moved into the then vacant commercial spaces.

LOWRY, BERT and LYNDA

Matthew, Lynda, Bert, Robyn, Clark
Bert spent much of his adult life coaching sports,
working on the curling club, church and other executives
and as chairman of two provincial curling championships
in Neepawa. He has been blessed with the opportunity to
spend his career doing what he loves – farming. Although
there were plenty of ups and downs, farming has been very
good to us over the years. We hope that the next generation
will be able to take over, continue the tradition and enjoy
this way of life. Bert’s parents, Bob and Margaret Lowery,
spent their lifetime working in this area and participating
as rural society moved from the late pioneer stage to the
computer age. They passed away in 2000.

Living in the RM of Lansdowne for the past 25 years
has been very memorable – healthy, happy and prosperous for us. We have been fortunate to raise our family in
this great community. All three children graduated from
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute with honours and they
enjoyed many extra curricular activities and sports along
the way. We spent many enjoyable times following them
around the country to sporting events. We will always
cherish the camaraderie and fellowship we experienced
with other parents, friends and neighbours.
Our eldest, Robyn Lynn, (born 1983) was active in
4-H, winning the gold watch award, synchronized skating,
track and field, volleyball and baseball. She was honoured
to be chosen as Valedictorian of the Class of 2001. She
has now completed her Bachelor of Science Degree from
the University of Manitoba and is accepted to the Faculty
of Education for the fall of 2007.
Clark was born in 1985 and his passion growing up
was always hockey. Clark’s biggest hockey accomplishment was winning a Manitoba Championship with Brandon
AAA Midgets. He also enjoyed three successful years of
Junior A hockey – two with the Neepawa Natives and one
with Canmore Eagles. He has completed his first year of
business with honours at the Southern Alberta Institute of
Technology in Calgary, AB with a major in marketing.
Our youngest, Matthew, (born 1988) is also an avid
hockey player and is currently with the Medicine Hat
Tigers of the Western Hockey League. He also enjoys
his baseball and has represented our province at InterProvincial competitions on three different occasions. Both
boys also enjoy some of country living’s benefits such as
dirt biking, snowmobiling and hunting.
Lynda has led a very busy life raising her family, working as a home economist for the Department of Agriculture
and helping on the farm in many ways. She has also been
a generous volunteer as Sunday school teacher, 4-H leader
and on the figure skating executive to name a few. She also
enjoys curling and golfing as leisure activities.

LYTLE, ALLAN and DORIS
Submitted by Doris Lytle
Allan, christened Herbert Allan Lytle, was born in
Roland, MB. An only child, he was raised by his mother
Rachel in Winnipeg but returned to work on the farm in the
summers. He was an accountant for Safeway Stores at the
time of the war and served with the Canadian Intelligent
Corp. returning to Winnipeg after his service, he met and
married Doris Joyce Duncan in November, 1946. He left
Safeway to manage two firms and while attending a Rotary
meeting heard about a business opportunity in Neepawa.
The Lytle’s arrived in Neepawa in October, 1955 with
their two daughters: Jane and Jo Ann. They had purchased
Fenwick’s Department Store Ltd. and moved their family
into a house on First Street with the Catholic Church
on one side and the Stoddart Family on the other. The
Stoddarts remained their great friends, the Lytles stayed
with the United Church notwithstanding.
In the late 50s, Fenwick’s went out of groceries and
into furniture and appliances. In 1958, the business was
expanded to include a Sportswear Shop at Wasagaming.
The daughters assisted Doris at the lake shop for fifteen
years. At that time, both girls had graduated from univer528

So 25 years have passed … much has changed. With
their family and friends, Allan and Doris celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary in 1996. Allan died Jan. 18,
1999. Today Doris continues to manage the mobile home
park.
Daughter Jo Ann lives and works in White Rock, BC.
Her son, Thomas of Vancouver, has his own gas trading
business and is very busy. Her daughter, Leah, has her
education degree and is teaching full time in Cranbrook,
BC. They often come back to Manitoba in the summer to
visit and also return to Clear Lake where they spent so
many wonderful summers. Doris goes west to visit them
at Thanksgiving and at Christmas.
Daughter, Jane and her husband Steve (Goudie),
moved to Neepawa from Yellowknife, NT in 2005. Their
children: Jason of Yellowknife, NT and Travis of Calgary,
remember many days spent in Neepawa with grandma and
grandpa. Doris became a great-grandmother in August,
2006 with the birth of Cadence Claire to Jason and Megan
Goudie of Yellowknife, NT.
Doris looks forward to seeing her grandchildren and
great grandchild in the coming summers.

sity, Jane with a Bachelor of Arts and Jo Ann with Bachelor
of Science in Home Economics.
In 1963, they built their present home on Brown
Avenue. It was the following year that Allan’s mother,
Rachel, died. She had moved from Winnipeg to Neepawa
several years previously.
In the spring of 1965, Allan built a new store at
Wasagaming and later that year the sod was turned for
a new store beside Safeway. Today this building is now
part of Safeway.
Allan always had his eyes open for business opportunities. When the Canadian National Railway sold the old
water tower, Allan bought it; when the town built the new
water plant, he bought the old one; when Swift’s closed
down part of the operations, Allan was there to salvage
what was to be salvaged. He built a new mobile home park,
West Park Place, of sixty sites and bought the Neepawa
Airport building and later sold it to a new business in town.
Always interested in the community, Allan ran for the
Liberals in Marquette in 1974 and lost. Although he ran
for mayor of Neepawa twice and was unsuccessful both
times, he did have great fun in these endeavors.
In 1971, they signed a lease in the new Brandon
Shoppers Mall, which they operated successfully until
retirement in 1977. Both stores were closed at that time.
Allan kept himself busy at this time with the mobile home
park and renovating the old Post Office building. Doris
took to golf, gardening and grandchildren, just about in
that order, mostly. Each winter they enjoyed two months
in sunny Mesa.

MABON, BILL (WILLIAM) and MAGGIE
In the summer of 1996, Bill received a transfer through
his employer, the Bank of Montreal from Two Hills, AB to
Neepawa. Our three children, Kate, Brad and Leah started
school September, 1996 at Hazel M. Kellington School.
Maggie worked as an Educational Assistant teaching
speech and language at HMK on a half time basis. In the
spring of 1997, we purchased a cabin at Otter Lake, just
45 minutes from home. Maggie had the summers off with
the children, which worked out just great. We would pack
up our things in June, when school was out, and move to
the cabin for the summer. Bill commuted from the cabin
to work each day so we were still together as a family.
We spent many hours at the lake tubing, knee boarding,
playing kick the can, hide and seek, visiting and sitting by
the fire roasting wieners and cooking bannock.
In 2003, we transferred to Lethbridge, AB for one and
a half years. Mad Cow Disease had just come on the scene
and that made Bill’s job very difficult. Maggie missed
small town life and especially all of her friends.
It turned out that Bill’s job in Neepawa was once again
available, so back to Neepawa we came. (Interesting how
the Lord works). Even though Kate, Brad and Leah had
adjusted quite well to city life, everyone seemed happy
about moving back home. Our children did mention that
perhaps we should make up our minds as to where we
wanted to live.
It is now July, 2007, and life here in Neepawa is great.
Bill is still busy working at the Bank of Montreal, while
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He was the water boy. Every two days, he would bring a
cream can full of water (for drinking and washing hands)
to fill the big crock at the back of the school room. At
the curling rink at Cordova, Beth learned to curl and was
introduced to the community.
During her time at Lorndale, she boarded with the
Stan Sykes family during the winter months. Her old ’52
American Pontiac was not all that reliable nor the country
roads. Wilbert and Beth were married in Neepawa in 1965
and four children were born to them: Neil, Catherine, Linda
and Christine. Beth stayed at home raising the family and
helping Wilbert on the farm until the children were grown
and then went back to school as a substitute teacher.
Following Wilbert’s death in 1997, she went to Bible
School in Eston, SK for one term and is now employed by
Neepawa’s Calvary Chapel. She loves to sew, write stories
and enjoys her ten grandchildren. She takes great interest
in the farm which is now run by her son Neil. She is the
“gopher” in the busy seasons and between “parts runs”
she picks stones, harrows and combines and enjoys it all
immensely. She lives on the farm at NW 3-14-17.

his hobbies are playing hockey and golfing. Maggie is now
working at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute (NACI) and
enjoys playing ladies hockey, golfing, cross-country skiing
and hiking with their dogs, Beau and Ty.

MACK, DAVID and RACHEL
Submitted by Alex. R. Mack
For over one hundred years, Neepawa has been a
place of residence, education, business and entertainment
for members of the Mack family. It began in 1844, when
David Mack with his new bride of 1843, Rachel Hamilton,
emigrated from County Down, Ireland, prior to the disastrous famine. Enroute to Canada while onboard the sailing
ship outside Quebec City, their first son, John, was born,
July 4. In the next decade, the family of David grew to
11 children as they moved westward to Hay Township,
named the Huron Tract in Upper Canada (near Zurich, ON)
this being part of the last of the open land in Ontario. As
the family grew and more land was needed for the next
generation, they moved again westward to Manitoba to
the Carberry Plains.
John, now married to Bertha Stelch, first took out a
homestead at Clear Springs, MB near Steinbach in 1879
but after a few disastrous years of having their crop flooded
and then eaten by grasshoppers, they moved once more to
take up a homestead near Harte where nine children were
raised. The soil on this farm was in marked contrast to that
of their previous farm. It was sandy on high ground which
did not flood, drained easily in the spring and warmed up
early in the spring for a wheat crop to ripen before getting
frozen in the fall. However, in the succeeding dry years,
the light soil started to blow, exposing a plentiful supply of
arrow heads, hammers, and scrapers giving evidence of the
original inhabitants of this area. Soon, many farms in the
area were surrounded by high banks of drift sand. It was

L to R: Brad, Maggie, Bill
Front: Kate, Leah
Taken June 28, 2006
Kate has finished her first year of university and will
be starting her second year, in where else, but Lethbridge,
AB studying marketing and public relations.
Brad will be in Grade 12 this year. He loves playing
soccer and volleyball and works for Harris Pharmacy.
Leah will be in Grade 11, and enjoys playing baseball
and piano. She likes spending time with her friends and
works part-time at our local Co-op.
We plan to retire here in Neepawa because this is our
home and where our friends are!

MacDONALD, ELIZABETH “BETH”
Beth is the first born child to Charlie and Lillian
Nugent. She was born in Vancouver, BC in 1943. She
received most of her schooling in Barrie, ON and finished
it in Neepawa.
Following high school, she attended Teachers College
in Winnipeg and began teaching in a one-room country
school, Lorndale School District # 228 in the Minnedosa
area. Here she met her future husband, Wilbert MacDonald.
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The most disastrous year was probably 1935 when the
warm moist winds from the south brought rust spores from
the southern United States into the area and destroyed the
wheat fields. In the fall, there was only chaff and a heavy
growth of straw. At night, many fields were set on fire which
lit up the horizon for miles around. This was the last of the
crop failures from rust as rust resistant varieties became
available. All the children nevertheless, attended the public
and high schools at Oberon and Brookdale, without benefit
of buses, by horse and buggy, heated van or by horseback.
The schools have since disappeared by amalgamation with
the Neepawa School Division System.
Ernest Mack’s son, Daniel, took over the farm in 1952
and married Jean Stewart of Cordova in 1956. Their four
children, Brenda, Donna, Lynda and Rey were raised on the
farm and attended schools in Brookdale and Neepawa.
Another of Ernest Mack’s son, Alexander Ross Mack,
went to the University of Manitoba, graduating in General
Agriculture in 1949, and went to work with Agriculture
Canada at the Research Station in Melfort, SK. In 1952,
he went to the Central Experimental Farm, Ottawa. In
1955, he married Shirley Robertson and in 1956 went
to Purdue University West Layayette, Indiana where
Robert Alexander was born (1957) with dual citizenship.
In 1959, the family returned to Ottawa and he continued to work with Agriculture Canada studying effects of
weather on crop growth until retirement in 1991. In 1966,
he was seconded to work with the Food and Agriculture
Organization, Rome, Italy, from March to September and
in 1971 he was assigned to organize studies on the applications of satellite imagery for agriculture. Robert graduated from Queen’s University (Kingston, ON) in 1980 in
Commerce and from the University of Western Ontario
(London, ON) in 1986 in Business Administration. Since
1990, he has been working in London, UK, as a financial
and business consultant.
David Ross, born September, 1959 in Ottawa, ON,
graduated in Medicine (1984) from the University of
Toronto, specializing in pediatrics. He married Ruth
Singleton in 1987 and moved to Omaha, Nebraska,
July, 1990, to practice and conduct research in the local
hospital on children’s diseases. In January, 2001, he was
appointed Head, Pediatric Gastorenterology, Hepatology
and Nutrition, Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario and
Professor, Department of Pedatrics and Biochemistry,
Microbiology and Immunology, Faculty of Medicine,
University of Ottawa. They have three children: Amanda
Ruth born, March, 1989, in Toronto; Stephanie Alexandra
born, April, 1992, in Omaha, Nebraska, United States and
Sara Elizabeth born, August, 1996, in Omaha, Nebraska.
Bruce Andrew, born January, 1962, Ottawa, graduated
with a PhD from Queen’s University in Engineering Physics
and Electrical Engineering specializing in Robotics. He
works in Brampton, ON. creating space, nuclear, mining

said that land farther north, towards Oberon, could never
be farmed as it was poorly drained and the crops would
never ripen before getting frozen in the fall.
By 1900, John and Bertha’s son, Stelch had become
a veterinarian and was practicing in the Neepawa area
advising horse owners on the care of their main and only
source of power. Later, his mother moved into Neepawa
following her husband’s death in 1905.
The sixth son of John and Bertha, Arnold, married
Emma Schnell (1917), stayed on the home farm. The other
children left the farm. Of all the other children, one became
a druggist, two more were veterinarians, three went farming elsewhere, and one became a high school teacher.
Gradually in the next few years, roads were built in
the area to the north following the land survey. The railroad (Canadian Pacific Railway) was built through the
Wellwood, Oberon and Brookdale area. The village of
Oberon previously known as Mackenzieville was built on
land donated by Adam Mackenzie. By 1905, Oberon had
a boarding house, a school (Auburn) a dry goods store, a
blacksmith shop and a Presbyterian Church (1902), later
becoming a United Church, and a community center developed nearby with a dance hall and a curling rink (1909,
rebuilt in 1912).
Around 1905, one of John’s sons, Ernest, went out to
Saskatchewan to look at land in the Quill Lake area where
a friend of his went to homestead. But after riding through
the area where the grass was so tall, it was said you had
to be on horseback to see over it, Ernest returned to the
beautiful plains of the Carberry area and in 1907 bought a
quarter section of land 2 miles north of Oberon in the RM
of Langford at SE 8-13-15 W First Meridian. Neepawa was
now becoming a business place for the family. In 1918,
a livery barn in Neepawa was moved south 11 miles to
the farm. The walls, the loft floor and hip-roof of the 94
x 30 foot building was sawn into 18- or 20- foot sections
and loaded three or four deep onto a specially modified
horse-drawn wagon. Later on the farm, the sections were
pulled back into position using two poles placed in the
ground with gin-poles chained to their tops and a set of
pulley blocks mounted on the top of each gin pole. The
barn remains on the farm along with the first house built
by the first owner before 1907, but modified several times
since then. The tall windbreak of spruce and Manitoba
maple trees surrounding the farmstead of a well kept lawn
and a circular flower bed has been a beautiful setting for
many years especially as shown in the aerial photographs
that became popular in the 1980s.
Five children (Margaret, Austin, Alexander, Daniel
and Elaine) were born on the Ernest Mack’s farm, raised
and educated through prosperous and stressful times in the
depression years. To have a little extra cash, potatoes on
five acres were grown and delivered by wagon (12 miles)
to homes in Neepawa at 50 cents a bushel (60 pounds).
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and surgical robot systems for the company that created
Canadarm for the space shuttle and Canadarm II for the
International Space Station. In June, 1991, he married
Norma Gould and has one daughter Rachel Claire Shirley
born November, 1996. They were divorced in 2005. Bruce
is now living with his partner, Andrea Ott, with her daughter Caitlin Devon, born June, 1995.
Diane Elizabeth, born Nov. 28, 1967, (adopted) graduated from the University of Western Ontario in 1996;
Faculty of Kinesiology (Sport and Exercise Psychology).
Then she went to University of North Carolina Chapel
Hill from 1996-1999 as an Assistant Professor in the
Department of Exercise and Sport Sciences. She taught
in the psychosocial aspects of physical activity and quantitive methods of inquiry. On returning to Canada, she went
to Brock University, St. Catharines, ON. in the Faculty
of Applied Health Sciences; Department of Physical
Education and Kinesiology, to teach courses in her cognate
area of expertise. She and Philip Wilson were married in
St. Catharines, July, 2007.

Back Row: Brenda Cornell, Richard Gray, Glenn and
Lynda Kentner, Rey and Ineke Mack, Donna and Keith
Chandler
Front Row: Megan and Kara Kentner, Jean Mack,
Adrienne and Neils Mack Aug. 13, 2006
Lynda worked at the Roxy Theatre and Neepawa
Creamery before training as a Licensed Practical Nurse
at ACC. She married Glen Kentner of Boissevain, MB on
Aug. 25, 1990 in St. Pauls United Church. They have two
daughters: Megan, Oct. 31, 1991, who is now in Grade
10 and Kara, May 9, 1993 who is in Grade 8. Both girls
were born in Brandon. Lynda is now a nurse at Boissevain
Personal Care Home and Glen works for the town.
Rey took the Applied Agricultural course at ACC and
farmed with his father. On Aug. 8, 1987, Rey married
Ineke de Koning of Eden at St. Dominic’s Roman Catholic
Church in Neepawa. They have two children: Adrienne
born Sept. 21, 1988 and Neils born Apr. 18, 1990, both
born at Neepawa Hospital. Rey is Maintenance Manager at
Prairie Forest Products. Ineke owns “It’s Time Promotions”
formerly Myra’s Ladies Wear in Neepawa.
Adrienne is taking agricultural engineering, at the
University of Manitoba. Neils is in Grade 11 at Neepawa
Area Collegiate Institute.

MACK, DANIEL
Submitted by Jean Mack
Daniel Albert Mack, second son of Ernest and Ella
(Ross) Mack was born July 22, 1929 at the home farm SE
8-13-15 where he spent his life. Dan enjoyed his family,
farming and old time fiddle music. He passed away Feb.
28, 2006 and is buried in Riverside Cemetery, Neepawa.
On June 30, 1956 Dan and I were married in Franklin
United Church. I was born Aug. 23, 1935 to John and Amy
(Cookson) Stewart at Lady Minto Hospital, Minnedosa,
MB. We raised a family of four: Brenda, June 5, 1957;
Donna, Nov. 18, 1959; Lynda, Oct. 8, 1961 and Rey, Sept.
7, 1964, all born at Carberry Hospital. The family attended
Brookdale and Neepawa schools.
Brenda worked at Clark’s Bakery, Neepawa, before
taking a bookkeeping course at Assiniboine Community
College, Brandon. She was employed at Hood’s Auto Parts
and North American Life Assurance Co. in Winnipeg. She
moved to Southport, MB and worked at Southport AeroSpace Center Inc. for six years. She is now an office clerk
at Red River Community College in Southport.
Donna took Arts, a Travel Counseling course and
completed the Prairie Horticulture program at Brandon
University. She worked seven years for Clement Travel in
Brandon, then Marlin Travel, in Prince Albert, SK. She is
a Travel Consultant at McPhail Travel in Carberry. Donna
married Keith Chandler of Carberry on Nov. 14, 1990 in
Brandon. Keith is a salesman for Mack Trucks in Brandon.
They live on a farm near Carberry.

MACK, ELAINE (now BIECK)
Elaine Mack, born 1933, is the youngest of the five
children of Ernest Mack. After growing up at the Mack farm
near Oberon, attending secretarial college in Winnipeg,
graduating from Brantford General Hospital in Ontario as
a Registered Nurse in 1958, she married an aircraft pilot,
Allan Bieck. As with the Mack families and her mother,
Mary Ella Ross, music was always part of family life. Now
aviation has been added and these are being carried on
into the succeeding generations. Two daughters were born:
Carolyn Diana, in 1959 at Sault Lookout, ON, and Sharon
Audrey in 1960 at Carberry, MB. Elaine earned her pilot’s
wings in 1962 and has her private pilot’s license.
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Adolf died in 1939. The boys carried on with the
farming. They did custom work with power machinery
and threshed in the neighbourhood for several years until
combines came in. These were hard times but there were
also good times. A Model T car was bought in 1930.
Musical instruments were bought and the family filled
many long winter nights with music. Sometimes Reinhardt
and Sig played for dances at the school.
Emma married Joe Sollner in 1930 and they farmed
in the Plumas area. They were blessed with three children:
Dorothy, Edgar and Donald. Dorothy married Erwin Moller
and they live in the RM of Lansdowne where they farmed
and had a trucking business. They have six children: Joe,
Debra, Beverly, Jane, Arnold and James. Edgar married
Ida Lambert, a school teacher, and they farmed east of
Plumas and own pastureland in the RM of Lansdowne.
They have five children: Susan, John, Jarret, Cindy and
Trina. Donald married Pearl Squires. They also farm east
of Plumas, They have two children: Kimberly and Terry.
Joe Sollner died in 1955 at the age of 51 years. Emma’s
sons carried on farming until Emma retired in 1966. She
bought a house in the village of Plumas and lived there
until her death Jan. 28, 1995.
Alfred married Virginia Pahl of Tenby in 1947. They
lived and farmed just east of Plumas. Virginia also worked
in the grocery store. Alfred passed away Oct. 27, 1995.
Virginia is now married to Jim Mercer and they reside in
Neepawa.

Both of the children were interested in the medical
field with Carolyn graduating with a Bachelor of Science
in Nursing from the University of Toronto in 1982 and
Sharon graduating from Ryerson Polytechnical Institute
of Applied Arts in Social Work in 1984, completing her
Master of Social Work at the U of T in 2005.
Carolyn married in 1990 to Tom Cleveland, and they
have twins, Michael Ross and Danielle Marie, born in May,
1994, in Mississauga, ON. Carolyn works as a Home Care
Co-ordinator in the Brampton and Mississauga areas.
Sharon was married in 1984 to Brian Shangrow and
their children are Leah Christine and Brendan Arthur also
born in Mississauga, ON.
Leah, born in October, 1987, is presently attending York
University in Toronto, studying English and Philosophy,
while Brendan, born in April, 1989, is completing his final
year of high school and studying for his pilot’s license.
Sharon is employed as a Mental Health Consultant in
Toronto. She also is a part-time professional musician,
primarily on the alto and tenor saxophones.

MACKS, ADOLF and MARY
Submitted by Edna Macks
Adolf Wilhelm Macks was born in Strasburg, Germany
in 1868. He emigrated to the United States in 1902. In 1911,
he came to Winnipeg. Here he met Mary Kleinecht, who
was born in 1896 and who had emigrated to Canada with
her mother, brother and maternal grandmother in October
of 1910. Mary worked in a cookie factory. Adolf and Mary
were married in Winnipeg in 1912. After their marriage,
they moved to Grass River, MB and took up farming.
Their four eldest children: Emma, Alfred, Sigmund and
Reinhardt were born there. Life on the homestead was a
daily struggle. The land was stony and not very suitable
for farming even when the bush was cleared. Adolf was a
blacksmith by trade.
In 1925, they traded their homestead to Fred Bullock
for horses and moved to the RM of Lansdowne, where they
rented E ½ of 11-16-13 from the Soldier Settlement Board.
This was the former home of Fred Stinson. They farmed
here and the four children attended Florence School. The
older children had to help with the farming – walking
behind the plow. Cattle and horses were acquired during
these years. Milk and cream helped to provide some
income. There was a large garden and wild berries were
picked in the area. The boys would do some trapping to
earn a bit of spending money. While living here, three more
children were born: Ann, Rudolf and Margaret. In 1928,
Adolf Macks bought farmland four miles east of Plumas.
The family moved there in 1934. They built a house, settled
down and made their permanent home there.

Back Rows L to R: Sigmund and Roma Macks,
Reinhardt and Edna Macks, Harold and Margaret
Buschau,
Alfred and Virginia Macks
Front Row L to R: Emma Sollner, Mary Macks,
Anne Young
(missing: Rudy and Dorothy Macks and Adolf Macksdeceased)
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In 1952, he married Edna Long, second daughter of
Walter and Loretta Long. Edna was born in the RM of
Lansdowne and attended Winchester and Plumas Schools.
At the time of the marriage, both worked in Neepawa.
Edna was a sales clerk and buyer for Fenwick’s. Reinhardt
worked at Sparling’s Garage where he helped with repairs
to small engines and household appliances. Later, they
moved to the farm at Plumas where they did grain farming.
To add to their farmland, they bought NW 20-16-13 and
broke it up. Then, in 1960, they bought the E ½ 25-16-13
which faced the Plumas-Eden road, from Steve Sadowski.
There was a new house on this farm, so they moved from
their rented house and made a permanent residence at this
new location. Roads were better here and they were closer
to Plumas. Also, this purchase added to their acreage.

Sigmund married Roma Archibald in 1954. They lived
in the village of Plumas. Sig farmed and Roma ran the
telephone office in Plumas. Sigmund died in December,
1980 and Roma in 1991.
Reinhardt married Edna Long of Plumas in 1952. They
established a permanent residence and farmed in RM of
Lansdowne two miles west of Plumas. They have three
daughters: Faye, Linda and Ruby. Faye married Allistair
Scott. They live in Gladstone and have two daughters.
Linda married Lorne Bullion of Brandon. They live in
Edmonton and have a son and a daughter. Ruby lives
in Brandon. Reinhardt died in 1974. Edna now lives in
Kinsmen Kourts apartments in Neepawa. (see Reinhardt
and Edna Macks story)
Anne Macks married Otto Emisch. They have two
children, Alice and Randy, who lived in British Columbia.
After Anne and Otto divorced, Anne married Bill Young
of Winnipeg in 1978. Both Otto and Bill have now passed
away and Anne lives in a care home in Winnipeg.
Rudolf married Dorothy Smithson in 1971. They live
in Calgary and have one son, Shane. Rudy worked for
Calgary Packers and Dorothy for the Red Cross. Both are
retired now. Shane lives and works in Calgary.
Margaret married Harold Buschau of Plumas. They
ran a manufacturing industry called Buschau Laminated
Structures. They have five children: Eric, Kristine, Kane,
Marc and Jodi, who all now live in Winnipeg. Eric is
a fireman in the city and has two daughters. Kristine
married Roger LaPointe, a city policeman, and they have
two daughters. Kane married Diana Koch. Marc works in
the city. Jodi works for Canada Safeway and she and her
husband Rich, have five children between them. Harold
Buschau died in 1977.
Mary spent her last years living in Third Crossing
Manor (Care Home) in Gladstone. She died in August
1989 at the good age of 93 years.

MACKS, REINHARDT and EDNA

Reinhardt Macks and Edna Long
Wedding Day, October 22, 1952

Submitted by Edna Macks

Edna and Reinhardt drove school bus for 18 years for
Pine Creek School Division. Bus routes included pickups in both the RMs of Lansdowne and Westbourne as
they lived right on the dividing line of the two. Children
were bused to Plumas Elementary and later they also
drove one of the routes busing the high school students
to Gladstone.
They have a family of three daughters: Irene Faye,
Linda Fern, and Ruby Lois, and they all attended Plumas
and Gladstone Schools. The children also attended the
United Church Sunday School and became members of
Knox United Church in Plumas where their parents were
also members. Reinhardt loved playing his violin and the

Reinhardt, third son of Adolf and Mary Macks, was
the only member of his family to establish a permanent
residence in the RM of Lansdowne. He was born in Grass
River in 1919 and first moved into the RM of Lansdowne
with his family in 1925. Reinhardt attended Florence and
Soudan Schools and helped on the Mack’s home farm
until 1940 when he joined the army. He served in Canada,
England and Holland and returned from overseas in the
fall of 1945. As many veterans of World War II did, he
decided to start farming in Canada. By now, much of the
best marsh land had been sold during the war. Reinhardt
purchased a half section of sandy land which had been
part of the Peter Soper homestead.
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ment, she traveled more than once to the United States to
visit relatives and to Europe to tour countries there.

girls soon learned to accompany him on the piano and the
accordion. The girls played ball in the summer and skated
and curled in the winter.
Faye graduated from Brandon University with a teaching degree and taught in Winnipegosis and Gladstone
Elementary Schools. In 1976, she married Allistair Scott
who was teaching high school in Gladstone. They have
lived in Gladstone since their marriage. Allistair taught
Chemistry and Physics at William Morton Collegiate
Institute in Gladstone until he retired from teaching in
June, 2006. Faye continues to work full time at the Austin
Credit Union, Gladstone branch, where she has been for
20 years. Faye and Allistair have two daughters: Lorelei
Joy born in 1981 and Janine Ann born in 1983. The girls
attended school at Gladstone Elementary and WMCI.
Having your dad as your science teacher throughout high
school is a treat many students can never claim to have
experienced.
Lorelei Scott graduated from University of Manitoba in
2003 with an Honours English degree. She currently lives
in Winnipeg and works full time in the housing department
of that university. Janine Scott graduated from the U of M
in 2005 with an Advanced Linguistics degree. She works
in Edmonton, AB at an audiology clinic.
Linda graduated from Assiniboine Community
College and became a stenographer in Brandon, MB. She
married Lorne Bullion of Brandon in 1978. They moved
to Morinville, AB, shortly thereafter and both obtained
employment in Edmonton. Linda worked as a legal secretary for 25 years in Edmonton. She still lives in Edmonton
and now works part time in a legal office and part time
as a real estate agent. Linda and Lorne separated in 1998.
They have two children: Lorne Chester (Jr.) born in 1983
and Kathryn Jessica born in 1987. Lorne (Jr.) works as a
mechanic at Tire Craft and has his last level of his journeyman’s ticket to complete. Kathryn took a course in medical
terminology and works at Capital Health of Alberta.
Ruby attended ACC in Brandon after she graduated
from high school. She took a typing course there. Over the
years, Ruby has lived and worked in Brandon, Neepawa,
Dauphin, and Portage la Prairie. She is currently living in
Brandon. She frequently drives to Neepawa for weekend
visits to her mother’s at Kinsmen Kourts.
Reinhardt died of cancer on Jan. 3, 1974. He was only
54 years old. Edna rented the farmland for the next five
years, but continued to live at the yard site west of Plumas
while Linda and Ruby completed their schooling. In 1979,
Edna sold the farm and bought a house on Tupper Street in
Neepawa. Edna worked as a dietary aide at the Neepawa
Hospital until she turned 65 in 1987. She retired from her
full time job, but kept active in the community, participating in Royal Purple and Elks Manor board. She had her
grandchildren visit often and also drove to Gladstone to
watch them in their various activities. During Edna’s retire-

Edna’s Family
Back Row L to R: Faye Scott, Lorne (Jr) Bullion,
Lorelei Scott, Janine Scott, Allistair Scott
Front Row: Ruby Macks, Edna Macks, Kathryn Bullion,
Linda Bullion
In 2003, Edna sold her house and moved to an apartment in Kinsmen Kourts on Davidson Street in Neepawa.
This is where she continues to reside. She celebrated her
85th birthday in March, 2007.

MacPHEE, JOE and GLENDA
Joe and Glenda had no ties to Neepawa when they
drove through town in the summer of 1994 but commented
on what a lovely town it appeared to be. Upon spotting a
wonderful old brick home with a spacious yard for sale
on the corner of Main Street and Second Avenue, they
investigated further and decided to invest in the property
with a plan to hopefully move to Neepawa from Duncan,
BC in the not too distant future.
The home was known as the Salt Well or O’Day house
and Joe and Glenda decided that it would make an ideal
Bed and Breakfast location, something that Neepawa was
lacking at that time. They moved to town in the summer of
1996 and opened for business the next spring. The Garden
Path B and B soon became a popular overnight accommodation for visitors to Neepawa along with attracting
many others to view Glenda’s gardening magic in the large
beautifully restored yard that also became very popular for
photographers. They both also took an active part in the
community with major volunteer work in the Lily Festival,
Communities in Bloom, and Terry Fox Run, along with
several other organizations over the years. Glenda still
manages to work full time as an elementary teacher at
Hazel M. Kellington School and Joe has written about
local sporting events for the Neepawa Banner for most of
his time here.
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Dan was a blacksmith by trade. He came to Neepawa
in the fall of 1916 to visit his brothers-in-law Herb and
George Peeler. During his visit with the Peelers, he felt
much better as he was a victim of asthma and the climate
seemed to agree with him, so in the spring of 1917, he
decided to move his family to Manitoba.
Dan purchased a farm in the Glendale-Gordon
district known as 9-14-16 in the RM of Langford. In the
fall of 1917, their sixth daughter was born. Dan worked
with Duncan MacGregor, a well-known blacksmith, in
Neepawa for the winter months returning to his farm in
the spring. In the fall of 1942, he bought the blacksmith
shop at Mentmore, MB from Ken McDougall.

In the fall of 2003, they were able to find the property
of their dreams and purchase the home of Mrs. Selina
Sumner on Lake Irwin. The farm was once known as
Plainview Farm (established in 1917) but Joe and Glenda
rechristened it “Gardenview Farm” as it provided Glenda
with many more acres to indulge in her gardening passion
and for Joe to practice his lawn mowing and wood cutting.
In the spring of 1995, they opened their property to public
visitation through the Gardens of Western Manitoba project and continue to invite the public to visit during the
garden season.
Glenda was born June 2, 1960 in Dauphin and raised
on a farm near Winnipegosis where she graduated from
high school and went on to obtain her teaching degree at
the University of Winnipeg.
Fortunately for Joe, her first teaching position was at
St. Theresa Point, a remote Native community on Island
Lake, in northeastern Manitoba. Joe had arrived there two
years earlier, also on his first teaching assignment from
his home hear Halifax, NS, where he graduated from
Dalhousie University with a Physical Education degree
from St. Mary’s University with his Education degree.
After their marriage in 1986, they returned to Nova
Scotia for five years, where they both taught before moving
on to Vancouver Island for five more years of teaching. Of
course, they got many comments about actually moving
from “the Island” to Neepawa but have never regretted it.

MacPHERSON, DONALD and ANNIE
Submitted by Amy Arnold
Donald (Dan) and Annie (Speiran) MacPherson and
their family of five daughters came to Neepawa from
Udney, ON near Orillia in March, 1917.

Newspaper Article of the Anniversary
Dan’s wife Annie passed away in 1957 and Dan passed
away in November, 1959. Also a daughter, Rachel, passed
away in December, 1972. Of the remaining daughters,
three remained in the municipality. Edna married Frank
Nagle, a veteran of World War I. They are both deceased.
Their family remains living in the district.

Donald and Annie MacPherson
50th wedding anniversary, 1953
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of keen interest to him. In 1977, while hunting moose
with Galvin Burton, Ed Stickly and Don Taylor, Dennis
was fortunate to shoot a trophy moose, which scored the
largest in Manitoba and third largest on record in North
America. He was also proud to be part of three generations
that played ball on the Sanders team.
Dennis married Georgina Ann Richens in 1972 and
they were blessed with three sons: James Wade, Sept. 11,
1969, Egbert Charles Lindsay, Sept. 16, 1971 and George
Adam Patrick, Apr. 26, 1974. In 1975, the family moved to
Franklin where Dennis was employed as elevator manager
until its closure. Their children attended school in Neepawa
and together with their parents, were active in junior rifle,
hockey, 4-H, scouts, bowling and judo. Georgina passed
away July 2, 1992 after a brave battle with cancer and
Dennis married Irene Rainka on Nov. 2, 1996. They reside
in Franklin.
Wade joined the Royal Canadian Army in 1988 and
served as weapons technician until 1994. He was later
employed in automotive sales, owner of “Car Manitoba”
in Morris, MB and is currently employed by D-Max, a
division of Delauri, Winnipeg, as general manager. He
married Kerry Kopp, July 26, 1997 and they have two
children: Brooklynn born July 20, 2001 and Tylan born
Aug. 13, 2003. Kerry owns and operates the gift and floral
shop “Bloomin Scents” in Morris, MB where the family
resides.
Lindsay married Sharla Flaming July 14, 2007 and
they have four children: Sydney, born Feb. 28, 1998, Zane
born Apr. 28, 2000, Charsi born Jan. 23, 2002 and Devlin
born Dec. 9, 2003. Lindsay was employed at Springhill
Hog Plant and various other positions in the Neepawa area
and is now employed at Neepawa Co-op building department. He is very active in sports and Arden volunteer fire
department. The family resides at Arden.
Patrick was employed in Manitoba with several automotive dealerships, mainly in parts and service departments. In 2000, he relocated to Drayton Valley, AB where
he worked for two years in the oil fields. He later, was
employed by Stetson Motors in Drayton Valley and is
currently employed by Pen-West Oil Company in Drayton
Valley, as a battery operator. Patrick enjoys fastball, hockey
and outdoor activities, especially team quad-racing on ice.
Patrick and his wife, Lee Ann (Mielke), reside in Rocky
Rapids, AB.
Dennis’s wife, Irene, was born in Neepawa Mar.
19, 1938 to Edward and Myrtle Small (Link). She was
raised in the Arden area and graduated from Grade 12
at Arden School. She then attended teachers training at
Brandon College graduating in 1957 with a gold medal
for general proficiency and a silver medal for highest
marks in Mathematics and Science. She taught in various
country schools, namely Tobarmore, Birnie, Oak Leaf and
Glenholm. In 1958, she married Edward Rainka and they

Isabelle married Robert Anderson in the RM of
Langford. They also farmed for several years. They are
both deceased. They have one son who still remains in
Neepawa.
Amy, the youngest daughter, married Sidney Arnold.
They farmed for several years in the Union district. They
retired to Neepawa in 1984. Sidney passed away in 1985
and Amy still remains in her home in Neepawa.
Two other daughters Evelyn and Luella, returned to
Ontario. Evelyn married Alex MacDonald at Orillia. They
are both deceased but have several family members living
in the area.
Luella married Bill Loveday and he was killed on
D-Day in World War II. On June 30, 1951, she married
Jack Harris in Sudbury. Jack passed away in January, 1997
and Luella passed away Christmas Day, 2003.

Jack and Luella Harris
Wedding day June 30, 1952
Most of the deceased family members are buried in
Neepawa Riverside Cemetery, except for the two daughters
in Ontario.

MAGWOOD, DENNIS and IRENE
Submitted by Irene Magwood
Dennis Lindsay, second son of Rodmond and Doris
Magwood (Smith) was born in Killarney on Apr. 28, 1949.
He attended school at Sanders School Division and later
Killarney, before being employed by N.M. Patterson,
Manitoba Pool and Agricore United Elevators for over 30
years in total. Sports, including hunting and fastball were
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Glen married Shelly Desrochers, Aug. 23, 1980 and
their two children are Kerilyn born Sept. 6, 1985 and
Steven born July 28, 1989. Bruce married Sophia Hinsburg
Aug. 1, 1992 and their children are Cassandra born Sept.
26, 1993 and Edward born June 7, 1995. Patricia married
Randy Novak Aug. 15, 1987 and they have two children:
Nathan born Aug. 29, 1987 and Shelayne born July 23,
1991. Following a divorce, Patty later married Ronald
Wasilinchuk who passed away May 15, 2002. She is presently married to Ernie Andriechuk and they farm in the
Ashville district west of Dauphin.

farmed in the Oak Leaf district where they raised their
three children: Glen born Jan. 13, 1960, Bruce born Oct.
4, 1962 and Patricia born Nov. 9, 1965. Irene continued her
teaching career at Arden School, enjoying 23 years in the
same classroom where she completed Grades 11 and 12.
After her retirement in 1992, she was employed at Myra’s
Ladies and Men’s Wear in Neepawa as a seamstress and
part time clerk.
The Rainka family was blessed with musical talents
that entertained over the years for many socials, weddings,
anniversaries and dances with Irene on piano, Ed on violin,
Glen on violin, guitar or cymboly, Bruce on guitar and Patty
on bass guitar. Patty was the only member who received
formal training which was the successful completion of
Grade 6 piano. They all played “by ear” and enjoyed developing their own style, Edward passed away Aug. 13, 1993
after several years of battling a cancerous brain tumor.
All three children completed Grade 9 at Arden school
and graduated from Grade 12 at Neepawa Collegiate. Glen
chose building construction as a career, graduating from
Assiniboine Community College, Brandon, and has his
own business in the Neepawa area. Bruce worked in parts
and service for the John Deere dealership and Chrysler
dealership in Neepawa. He is presently service manager
at Murray’s Garage, Neepawa. Patricia chose a career as
a dental assistant and has worked in offices in Brandon,
Neepawa, Hamiota and presently in Dauphin.

Back Row: Patrick Magwood, Wade Magwood,
Lindsay Magwood, Dennis Magwood, Glen Rainka,
Richard Jackson, Bruce Rainka, Ernie Andriechuk
Middle Row: Lee Ann Magwood, Kerry Magwood,
Sharla Magwood, Irene Magwood, Kerilyn Jackson,
Baby Cheyenne Jackson, Sophia Rainka,
Patricia Andriechuk
Front Row: Brooklynn Magwood, Tylan Magwood,
Zane Magwood, Sydney magwood, Devlin Magwood,
Charsi Magwood, Cassandra Rainka, Edward Rainka,
Shelayne Novak, Nathan Novak.
Dennis and Irene’s second marriage and combined
families have proven to be a very happy venture which
to date has resulted in a combined family of six children, twelve grandchildren, and one great-granddaughter, Cheyenne born Feb. 14, 2007 to Kerilyn Rainka
and Richard Jackson. Dennis and Irene enjoy music,
travel, dancing, camping, sports (mostly watching now)
and spend many hours restoring and fundraising for the
Franklin Memorial Hall. Dennis, in his semi-retirement,
enjoys work in home renovations with his step-son Glen
and he also keeps in touch with his farmer friends through
his work as a hail insurance agent. His interest in cattle still
persists even though his herd has now moved to younger
family members at Killarney.
Dennis and Irene are always available to help family,
friends and neighbours whenever needed and they feel
very fortunate to live in such a beautiful area surrounded
by wonderful people.

Steven and Shelley Rainka
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MANDZIUK, PAUL and ANN

MARTIN, WILLIAM and JUDITH

Submitted by Ann Mandziuk

Submitted by Judy Martin

With no relatives or other ties to the area, we, Paul and
Ann Mandziuk moved into the Mountain Road community
in August, 1989. We purchased the SE 17-16-30W once
owned by Nick Repko. Over the years, we have added onto
the house, removed some buildings and continued to work
on the yard site. In 1990, we planted about 100 saskatoon
bushes in the garden. We have had some great crops and
have fed many, many birds! In 1990, we also purchased
an 87 acre parcel at NW 17-17-16W.
We moved from Virden, where we both had been
employed: Ann, with the provincial government
Department of Agriculture and Paul with the Manitoba
Indian Agriculture Program.
Paul (who grew up in Winnipeg and Sundown areas of
Manitoba) left his job to take up full time farming and we
moved our small herd of registered Black and Red Angus
cattle into what we figured was Simmental country. We sold
our cattle in 1996 and have since rented our pasture to neighbours. Over the years, Paul has had various off-farm jobs
and in 2006-07 is driving a school bus route in his area.
Ann (nee Westaway grew up in the community of
Newdale, MB) continues to be employed by Manitoba
Agriculture, Food and Rural Initiatives in Minnedosa.
Paul has his Diploma in Agriculture (University of
Manitoba) and Bachelor of General Studies (BU) and Ann
has her degree in Home Economics from the U of M.
In August, 1991, our daughter, Elizabeth Ann was
born. Elizabeth attended Nursery school in Birnie and
Kindergarten - Grade 8 at J. M. Young School in Eden. She
is continuing her schooling at Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute. In 1996, Elizabeth joined the Shevchenko Dance
Ensemble in Sandy Lake to learn Ukrainian dancing. She
is still dancing with the group performing at competitions
and concerts in Manitoba and Saskatchewan.
Paul, Ann and Elizabeth are active in the 4-H program
as leaders and member of the Neepawa Belles, Beaux and
Builders Club. Paul is currently serving as head leader
of the club. We are all working on our 8th year in the
program. Elizabeth has competed in the communications
program at the club, district, regional and provincial levels.
Recently, she won the Fenwick’s Limited trophy for 4-H
senior public speaking. It is a trophy with a long history
in the Neepawa area; it was first presented in 1949.
As United Commercial Travellers members in Neepawa,
we have all helped with the Progressive Farmer Farm
Safety Day. Paul has been the coordinator since it started
in Neepawa. Ann has helped at each day and for the last two
years Elizabeth has been recruited to help as well.
We continue to enjoy living and working in the
community. Our next milestone will be when Elizabeth
graduates from high school in two years.

William Howard Martin is the eldest son of Howard
and Eva Martin of Neepawa. He was born in Neepawa
on Aug. 1, 1944 and received his education in Mountain
View School and Neepawa Collegiate. He worked with
the highways department and then returned home to farm
in 1967. In 1970, he married Judith Vera-Jean Sanburn
of Winnipeg, MB. Judith is the daughter of Arthur and
Virginia Sanburn (nee Shore) and was born in Winnipeg
on May 8, 1947. Judith was educated in both Neepawa
and Winnipeg schools and graduated from the University
of Manitoba with her degree in Home Economics and
Certificate of Education.
In 1972, they purchased a ½ section of land NW
16-15-15 in the RM of Rosedale and continue to farm, raising commercial cattle. Other land was purchased and they
farmed another ½ section and two ¼ sections in different
locations from where they lived. Some was grain land and
some was pasture land for cattle. They have now farmed
for 35 years and have lived in the same home, which
is 100 years old in 2007. Initially, Bill had a hog barn
that was built in 1969 and raised hogs until 1976. Judith
taught home economics in Portage la Prairie 1969-70 and
at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute from 1970-73. She
returned to NACI in 1984, when Aynsley went to kindergarten and all the children then attended school. The job
was library teacher assistant, which continued until 2001
when she returned to teaching home economics at NACI.
It was very exciting to be back in the profession that was
most important to her.
On Jan. 9, 1974, Christa Judith was born in Winnipeg,
at the Victoria General Hospital. She was raised and
educated in Neepawa and graduated from NACI in 1992.
She continued her education at the U of M where she
received her Bachelor of Science in Agriculture in 1996.
She married Donald James McKee of Brookdale on Oct.
18, 1997. They are farming together on his grandfather’s
farm in the Brookdale area raising cattle and grain farming. They have three children: Daisy Elizabeth (Sept. 29,
1999), Lauren Judith (Aug. 2, 2002), and Justin James
William (July 12, 2005).
On Feb. 24, 1976, Colin William was born in Neepawa.
He received his education in Neepawa and graduated from
NACI in 1994. Colin worked at Nugent PMU Farm, then
with de Koning Farms and Dave Cameron Trucking, driving Super B grain trailers. Most recently he is employed as
partsman at Countryside Equipment – John Deere dealers.
Colin married Tarilee MacDonald on Sept. 22, 2001 and
their children are: Dylan Colin (May 23, 1995), Adam
William Sidney (May 27, 1997) and Julie Christina Nadine
(Apr. 1, 2003). Tarilee is employed at Touchwood Park
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Living on a farm included our children as a part of
its operation. They were involved in helping with chores
for livestock, driving the grain truck during harvest time,
fixing fences in the spring, and gardening or cutting lawns.
We all enjoyed every aspect of farm life.

Association as an administrative secretary and they reside
in Neepawa.
On Mar. 13, 1979, Aynsley Dawne was born in
Neepawa. She received her education in Neepawa and
graduated from NACI in 1997. She attended Assiniboine
Community College for 2 years and received her Office
Administration diploma. She worked for two years as a
legal secretary in Brandon. Aynsley moved to Pierson, MB
and worked at Carnduff High School as a secretary. She
married Robert Rae Melvin on July 26, 2003 in Neepawa.
They live on their farm near Pierson and are raising cattle.
Aynsley continued her education and received a Bachelor
of General Studies in 2005 and her Bachelor of Education
in 2004 from Brandon University.
Our children were our main focus for many years.
They were involved in the Neepawa and Area 4-H Beef
Club so we had many years of preparing 4-H calves for
showing as their projects. Colin enjoyed sports and played
baseball and hockey as well as school sports such as soccer
and basketball. He played minor hockey in Neepawa which
eventually involved Bill as a coach. Christa and Aynsley
belonged to Neepawa Belles, Beaux and Builders 4-H
Club as well as the Beef Club. Christa showed her horse
in the 4-H Horse Club. Christa and Aynsley were involved
in curling in high school and still continue to curl. We
enjoyed activities, such as skating, and participating in
the gymnastics club. Bill and Judy curled in the mixed
curling league every Friday night with Gordon and Donna
McCracken for 20 years as well as curling the men’s and
ladies’ leagues. Bill was councilor in ward 1 of the RM of
Rosedale for 25 years (1977-2002) and spent many hours
at meetings and doing municipal work.

MATTHEWS, GORDON MURRAY
Submitted by Fran Saler

One of the early pioneers to the Neepawa area was
Gordon Murray Matthews. In 1882, he applied for a homestead grant on NE 20-16-16 W1, which would later become
known as Huns Valley and eventually Polonia. Coming
from Grey County, ON about the same time as Richard
Patterson Fraser and his son George Fraser, he received his
land patent in 1886. The area was quite isolated, located
in a picturesque valley filled with timber and an ample
supply of water.
Born of Scottish descent about 1822 in what is now
Ontario, Gordon married Elizabeth Glover Smith on May
12, 1852. In 1861, they were living in Derby Township in
Grey County, and Gordon was a farmer. 1871 records show
Gordon operated a hotel and tavern in the same area. The
couple have eleven children: David, William Cullen, Jane
Elizabeth, Christianna, John Robertson, Francis Gordon,
Isabella, Hugh Alexander, George Tarans, Robert James
and Ellen Glover.
Tragedy was a part of our early pioneer’s lives, and in
1873 at the age of seven, Hugh Alexander was killed as a
result of an accident when thrown from a wagon during
an incident involving runaway horses. Later that year,

Back Row: Bill, Christa McKee, Aynsley Melvin
Front Row: Judith Martin, Colin Martin
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Dorothy was born July 12, 1935 in Neepawa, the eldest
child of Caroline (Preisentanz) and Wilfrid Pelk. She was
raised on the family farm and received her education at
Riding Mountain School. Dorothy began working for the
Bank of Montreal in Neepawa in 1958, retiring in 1998.
In 1992, Walter and Dorothy moved to acreage in the
RM of Langford.
They have 2 children and 4 grandchildren:
Daughter Deborah Lynn was born Dec 21, 1960 in
Neepawa. She graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute in 1979 and attended the University of Manitoba
for two years before enrolling in the Brandon Hospital
School of Nursing. She graduated as a registered nurse in
1983. Debbie married Ronald John Sauerborn on Sept 8,
1984. Ron was born at Swan River, MB on Dec. 12, 1959
to Lore and Karl Sauerborn. He graduated from NACI in
1978. Debbie and Ron live in Brandon where Ron is a
Distributor for Old Dutch Foods Ltd and Debbie nurses
at the Brandon Regional Health Centre. They have two
children: Eric Joel and Erin Nicole born Oct. 19, 1989 in
Brandon. Eric and Erin are completing Grade 12 at Crocus
Plains High School.
Son Darrell Wayne was born in Neepawa Dec. 8,
1965. He graduated from NACI in 1983. After working for two years, he attended the U of M for two years,
the Assiniboine Community College for two years and
then the U of M for a further four years. He graduated
in 1995 with a degree in Electrical Engineering. Darrell
has been employed with the Cargill Grain Company as
an Electrical Systems Engineer since graduating. Darrell
married Heather Rae Douglas on June 21, 1997. Heather
was born in Souris on May 11, 1965 to Donna and Jack
Douglas of Fairfax, MB. She was raised on the family
farm and graduated from Hartney High School in 1983.
Heather went on to attend Red River Community College
graduating as a Medical Lab Technologist in 1985. She
has since obtained her Advanced Registered Technologist
certificate and is presently employed as an Educational
Assistant at RRCC Medical Lab program.
In 2003, Darrell accepted a three year posting to New
Orleans to upgrade the electrical systems at the Cargill
Grain shipping facility located on the Mississippi Delta.
While there, the family had the experience of living through
Hurricane Katrina.
In November, 2006, Darrell and Heather moved back
to Manitoba. They now make their home in Lorette with
their two children: Nicole Lynn born July 18, 1999 and
Blake John Walter born Mar. 4, 2002. Both were born in
Winnipeg.
In retirement, Walter and Dorothy enjoy living in the
country. Walter enjoys spending time in his woodworking shop and Dorothy enjoys reading and needlework. In
summers, they both enjoy the outdoors.

Robert James died at the age of four months. Infant, Ellen
Glover, 13 days old died in December, 1875, followed
by her mother Elizabeth Glover two days later on Dec.
12, 1875. They are all buried in Greenwood Cemetery in
Owen Sound, ON.
In 1881, the two younger children, Isabella and George
were living with Richard Patterson Fraser in Grey County,
and it appears the two families came to Manitoba as it was
being opened up to homesteaders. Isabella married Joseph
Lowery, a well-known farmer from the Clanwilliam area
on June 7, 1887 and lived in that area for many years,
as well as Victoria, BC and returned to Minnedosa area
after Joseph’s death and married Frank Hill. She is buried
in Minnedosa Cemetery. George Tarans left the area and
spent over 50 years living in British Columbia until his
death.
Christianna, also, was a resident of the area, coming
to Clanwilliam with her husband Donald Gillies, and
several members of their family in 1906, two sisters
marrying Woodcock brothers, another a Hunter and later
a McQuarrie. Descendants of this branch still live in the
Clanwilliam, Minnedosa area.
The other children spread out residing in Ontario,
Michigan, Alabama and Indiana.
In 1891, Gordon Murray was living in Neepawa in a
boarding house run by the Simpson family, and his last
years he made his home with the R. Dunsmore family,
passing away on Nov. 17, 1898 at the age of 76 years. He
is buried in the beautiful Riverside Cemetery in Neepawa
with the inscription on his tombstone reading “The winter
of troubles is past. The storms of affliction are o’er. The
struggles are ended at last, and Sorrow and Death are no
more.”

MAUTHE, WALTER and DOROTHY
Walter was born Jan. 21, 1933 at Waldersee, MB. His
parents were Martha (Mitchler) and Frederick Mauthe.
After receiving his education at Cory School, he worked
on the family farm. In the winter, he worked off the farm.
He eventually obtained full time employment as an auto
mechanic at Zdan’s Garage in Glenella.
One July 26, 1958 Walter married Dorothy Pelk and
they made their home in Neepawa. He commuted to work
in Glenella until 1959 at which time he secured employment at Atkin’s Ford Garage in Neepawa. In 1964, Walter
began working for Brown and Murray Ltd, an automotive
parts business as a salesman. This business was sold in
1983 and Walter in partnership with Tom Wilson, began
their own automotive parts business under the name of M
and W Auto Supply Inc. In 2001, he sold his share of the
business to his partner and retired.
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MAXWELL, KERRY and BETTY

now common Canadian phrase “from coast to coast to
coast”, wanting to see our country’s north included. Her
passion was her dedication to Canada and its betterment.
The company she kept along the way was impressive;
Phil Fontaine, Deborah Grey and former Premier Douglas
L. Campbell were all in her little black book for phone
numbers. Preston Manning and Stan Waters (Canada’s first
elected senator) both came to dinner at her home. Betty
actively campaigned for her party, working hard to get her
candidates elected to parliament and communicating to
leaders the views and needs of the people they were trying
to govern. Betty returned to nursing in 1998 at East View
Lodge, caring for many of the communities’ seniors who
were glad of her kind and experienced bedside manner.
Betty enjoyed bringing extra holiday smiles to her patients
by dressing festively for her shift, and was especially proud
of a brightly colored Christmas elf costume. She worked
at East View Lodge until retiring in 2005, yet along with
Kerry, she continued caring for her mother Bina Arnold
in their home. Jakobina Arnold came to Neepawa in 1994
from Baldur to live in the Elks Manor when it was newly
built. She remained there until becoming too ill to live on
her own; she moved in with Betty and Kerry. Betty loved
her family, her home and her country, in that order. She
will be missed for her laughter, her never-ending willingness to lend a hand and her gentle yet firm manner. Betty
passed away at the age of 58 on Jan. 10, 2007.
Kerry, a master baker for a number of years already,
bought Clark’s Bakery in 1986 and quickly made it his
own. Within a short amount of time he had incorporated
the business re-branding it Beautiful Plains Bakery Ltd.,
and remodeled the storefront. Kerry, along with his excellent staff, served up a variety of delicious products to the
Town of Neepawa for what eventually became the next
18 years. Kerry is a respected and active member of the
community. His business sponsored local schools and
sports teams, as well as several horticultural prizes at the
Neepawa Fair. He, himself, is a longstanding member of
the Elks fraternity and has often been seen volunteering at
events such as the weekly bingo. In 1993, he was elected
president of the Neepawa Chamber of Commerce, serving a term of three years. In an even broader scope, he
served as president for the Central Canadian Independent
Bakers’ Association for seven years starting in 1994. In
his service he was tasked with liaising with the national
counterpart, the Bakery Council of Canada and the Retail
Bakers of America as well as organizing and hosting semiannual conventions attended by bakers from all across
western Canada and the northern United States. In 1995,
Beautiful Plains Bakery earned a coveted title at one such
convention, that being the makers of The Best Doughnut in
Western Canada. Always blessed with the entrepreneurial
spirit, Kerry launched a roadside donut shop in 1997 called
“The Bake Stop”, showcasing many of the bakery’s prod-

L to R: Frankie, Clint, Mykala, Betty and Kerry
Kerry and Betty Maxwell’s life in Neepawa began in
1986 when they purchased Clark’s Bakery. Kerry moved
to Neepawa from Baldur that same year to begin operating the business, while Betty followed in June of 1987
allowing their two children to complete their year at school
in Baldur. Francine Margaret (Franki) stayed only a few
months before starting at the University of Manitoba. That
same fall Kerry and Betty’s son Clint Edward Karl, started
Grade 4 at Hazel M Kellington School.
The family purchased the late Dr. Jacobsen’s house
at 294 Ada Street in the spring of 1987, living there until
June of 2005. The Ada Street house had a great number
of guests over the years, and its unique view of Park Lake
from the front window was something to see. The family’s
calico cat, making her journey with Betty and the children,
quickly made friends in the neighborhood, often spotted
waiting for attention from passers by at the top of the driveway. With both children grown and moved away, Betty and
Kerry chose to give up the home to another family and
moved into a smaller one also within Neepawa.
Betty was educated and worked as a Registered Nurse
when she moved to Neepawa, continuing to do so for a
number of years at East View Lodge. She left nursing
in order to spend more time working alongside Kerry at
the bakery. Among a myriad of jobs she did herself or
helped with, she was perhaps best known as the family
bakery’s cake decorator. Hundreds, if not thousands of
cakes, of all shapes and sizes, walked out the front door
of the bakery, each with Betty’s stamp of quality on it, and
she was single-handedly responsible for Neepawa to have
some of the first edible image cakes in Manitoba. Betty
was also locally famous for her involvement in politics.
Her letters to the editor from 1988 through the mid 90s
were fast and furious, tackling every issue under the sun.
Her letters to political leaders were equally charismatic
and persuasive, she is quietly credited with coining the
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departments. In 2000, he enrolled at Red River Community
College in the Computer Analyst/Programmer program,
graduating from the 18 month course in the summer of
2001. In fall of 2001, he began his career as a software
developer at Agricore United and has since steadily risen
within their IT department.
Mykala Lynn Christine was born to Amanda Johnson
and Clint at the Neepawa District Hospital on May 30,
1996. While living in Neepawa, Mykala spent a great deal
of time with her beloved grandparents, Betty and Kerry,
Dave Bradford and Nickie Johnson. She also enjoyed the
care and companionship she had while attending Colleen
Smith’s private daycare for a number of years. Mykala
moved with her family to Winnipeg at the age of five, where
she has attended school mainly at Wayota Elementary and
Athlone School, and will be entering Grade 6 in the fall of
2007. She has grown to be a very intelligent and thoughtful
young lady. A skilled swimmer and maturing horseback
rider, Mykala has aspirations of acting and singing as well
as a career as a schoolteacher. She now resides with Clint
in Winnipeg, yet loves returning to her birthplace still
to visit her grandfather. She has spent several summer
vacations in Neepawa, helping her grandparents in the
gardens and the yard, attending her swimming lessons
at the Neepawa swimming pool and taking part in local
day camps.

ucts to travelers on Highway 16. In 1994, he opened “The
Soup Stop”, a small soup and sandwich restaurant near the
corner of Mountain and Hamilton, and although perhaps
not as active as she, Kerry participated with Betty in many
of the same political campaigns and events, acting in roles
from observer to delegate. Due to knee injury, Kerry sold
Beautiful Plains Bakery in 2004 and retired from professional baking. He is now the Regional Manager in southern
Manitoba for the Canadian Taxpayers Federation.
Francine (Franki) graduated from Baldur High School
in 1987, and moved to Neepawa that summer. She went
on to the U of M for a year that fall, followed by a year
of business college at Assiniboine Community College in
Brandon. After taking a few years off, Franki went on to
get her Journalism diploma from Mount Royal College
in Calgary, AB. From there, she came back to Neepawa
and worked as a Layout Artist/Typesetter at the Neepawa
Banner. In 1994-95 she took over The Soup Stop from her
family and put her own stamp on the restaurant. While
managing what she renamed The Java Jive Café, she also
worked part time at the Neepawa Banner and the local
Member of Parliament, Inky Mark. In 1999, Franki moved
to Ottawa to eventually become the Executive Assistant
to that MP. She stayed there in Ottawa, through all the
political trials of the Reform Party, becoming Canadian
Alliance Party and Progressive Conservative Party, until
the spring of 2002. By the time she left, she would become
the only staff person in the Hill’s history to have ever
worked within the caucuses of three different parties, under
three different leaders in less than one year. Franki moved
on to Edmonton where she is now the Editorial Assistant
with the Association of Professional Engineers, Geologists
and Geophysicists of Alberta. This involves coordinating
advertising sales, writing feature articles for the association and managing a large budget for the editorial department. She also proofs and edits screenplays for writers
and filmmakers in Vancouver.
After moving to Neepawa, Clint began school at HMK
in Grade 4 and graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute on the school honor roll in 1996. In that time, he
was enlisted to work at the bakery early on, spending many
early mornings working alongside his father through most
of his teenage life. While Betty was on the campaign trail
for this election or that, Clint often spent time with her,
thus meeting many of those same people from local candidates to national party leaders. Aside from the bakery and
political events, Clint also spent time working locally at
Technology Plus and Happy Bills Car Wash. In 1996 Clint
attended the U of M on scholarship and spent the next two
years there, returning to Neepawa to work in the bakery
for the summer. After the second year, he obtained work at
Josten’s Canada in Winnipeg in the spring of 1998. Before
leaving in the spring of 2000, he had worked in the company’s bindery, camera, digital imaging and digital yearbook

MAY, ARTHUR and MARIE
Submitted by Marie May

Arthur and Marie May
Wedding Nov. 12, 1943
I, Marie Mitchell married Arthur May (who was a
mixed farmer) of Oberon on Nov. 12, 1943. We farmed on
31-12-15. From this union there were nine children: Edith,
Murray, Phyllis, Edwin, Arnold, Anna, Leslie, Douglas
and Austin.
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Leslie, born 1955, married Suzanne Anderson (now
divorced). They have three children: Carrie born 1980,
Lindsay born 1981 and Jonathan born 1986. Leslie is a
certified welder and worked in Brandon. After being diagnosed with multiple sclerosis, he returned to school at the
University of Manitoba and got his teaching degree. He
taught school in Alberta before returning home. He is now
a resident of East View Lodge in Neepawa.
Douglas, born 1959, married Sandy Grossi and they
have three daughters: Vanessa born 1986, and twins Julie
and Angela born 1992. Douglas worked for PAMI in
Portage la Prairie. They now live in Beausejour, MB.
Austin, born 1965, married Melissa D’rewe of
Brandon and they have two children: Kaytlin born 1995
and Nolan born 1997. Austin is a lab technician at Brandon
Hospital.
Altogether, I have twenty-two grandchildren and thirteen great grandchildren.
Arthur passed away May, 1980. I decided to take a
course as a practical care aide. I went to work at East View
Lodge where I remained on staff for ten years. During
this time, I moved into Neepawa where I resided in my
own home until September, 2006, when I moved to Elks
Manor.

Edith, born 1945, married Jim Treller. They were both
teachers. They have three children: Bert, Chrisina and Todd
and five grandchildren. Bert, born 1971, married Shannon
Weselak and have two sons: Justine, born 1999 and Jordan,
born 2006. Christina, born 1973, married Chris Ulmer and
have three sons: Benjamin, born 2000, Caleb, born 2002,
and Nathan, born 2004; and Todd, born 1981.
Murray, born 1946, an Agricultural Representative,
married Gloria Malmquist, a nurse from Elm Creek. They
live in Alberta. They have three children: Sharleen born
1974, Tim born 1976 and Shauna born 1980.
Phyllis, born 1947, married Wayne Rolfe of Regina.
Phyllis was a nurse. They have two sons, Corbin born 1981
and Brendan born 1983, and lived in Surrey, BC. Phyllis
passed away in 1986.
Edwin, born 1948, lives on his grandparent’s farm.
He married Doris Robinson of Summerville. They have
four children: Kylee, born 1974, married Jim Bouchia.
They have a son: Colson, born 2004; Travis, born 1975,
married Kim Beam. They have four children: Jessica, born
1996, Lucas, born 1997, Sierra, born 2000 and Ashlynn,
born 2001; Barkley, born 1978, married Jen Holmes. They
have a daughter, Cara, born 2004; and Serene, born 1980,
married Kyle Asire.
Arnold, born 1950, is a heavy machinery mechanic,
getting his training from Assiniboine Community College.
He presently lives and works in Airdrie, AB.
Anna, born 1951, married John Pajor (now divorced).
She has two children: Natasha was born 1974. (Natasha
and Sean Graham have a daughter Kendal born 1996) and
Marco, was born 1979. Anna works with the mentally
challenged adults in Vancouver.

MAYOR, NORM and LOIS
Submitted by Lois Mayor
Norm was born in the Neepawa Hospital July 15,
1933 to Edna and Dossitor Mayor of Gladstone. When
Doss passed away in 1949, Edna and George Galloway
ran Gladstone Garage until Norm was old enough to take
over in the early fifties.
Norm opened the I-H dealership on Highway No. 16,
which later became Case International Harvester. In the
early eighties, he closed the Ford dealership. He was the
last car dealer and farm equipment dealer in Gladstone.
Case was downsizing and the small dealerships were being
closed.
He closed Gladstone Garage, purchased the Case store
in Neepawa, and June 18, 1990, Mayor Equipment opened.
The move to Neepawa was quite a sight – a parade of tractors, combines and other machinery travelling along No.
16 Highway. Several local farmers volunteered to drive the
big machinery! What an exciting time moving day was!
The dealership kept Norm busy. He renovated the inside
of the garage, added a ten thousand square foot addition
and enlarged the size of the lot. He was certainly a busy
and ‘Friendly Case I-H Dealer’!
Norm and Lois were married June 11, 1990. They had
known each other since Lois’ family moved to Gladstone in
1948. Lois’ oldest brother, Garth, and Norm were friends.
They played hockey and learned to water ski at Clear Lake.

May Family
Back Row: Leslie, Anna, Murray, Phyllis (deceased),
Douglas
Front Row: Edwin, Edith, Austin, Arnold
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McAULAY FAMILY

In 1992, they built a new home on Dominion Road. They
enjoyed developing the yard, entertaining and travelling.
What a beautiful and fun place to live!
Norm sold the dealership to his son, Doss, in August,
2002. They bought and developed a new home in Kenora,
ON on beautiful Lake of the Woods. They thought of it as a
“five year” project and it has been! Norm has a great workshop where he spends many hours. Lois tends her gardens
and always has homemade baking for the company that
loves to come and visit.
In 1996, after spending a month in Arizona, they
decided to become “Snowbirds” and built a home in
Sunland Springs Village in Mesa. From mid October to
mid April they golf. In the summer, at Lake of the Woods,
they fish and enjoy the beautiful lake. They often take
their guests to Kenora, by boat, to get groceries from
Safeway.

Submitted by Beverley Supeene (Solberg)
My great-great-grandmother, Isabella McAulay and
her son Joseph James decided around 1890 to go west to
start a new life. They picked the Neepawa area because
her brothers Stephen and James Orton were already there.
Stephen came in 1877 and James came in the early 1880s.
Joseph James McAulay was born Sept. 22, 1870 in Orillia,
ON and his mother, Isabella (Orton) McAulay, daughter
of Joseph and Ann Jane Orton was born on July 12, 1845
at Medonte Twp., Simcoe Co., ON. On Nov.1, 1892 in
Minnedosa, Joseph married Catherine Elizabeth McNally,
daughter of George and Margaret McNally, born Mar.
2, 1869 at Brant Twp., Bruce Co., ON. Catherine was
in Minnedosa in the April, 1891 census. By the 1901
census, Catherine’s parents and siblings were living in the
Neepawa area. Joseph and Catherine started their married
life in the RM of Langford and then in 1901, moved to the
RM of Lansdowne. Joseph’s mother lived with them most
of their married life.

Last year Norm had a triple by-pass and underwent
radiation treatments for prostate cancer. What a blessing
it was that he came through so well. Both Lois and Norm
are doing well and although they are no longer residents
of Neepawa, the town will always hold a special place in
their hearts.

Joseph and Catherine McAuley
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In September, 1976, Lorraine started with the Royal
Bank of Canada at a bilingual branch on Provencher in St.
Boniface. She worked for Corrections Canada in Dauphin
in 1982 before moving to Neepawa in 1983, where she has
been with the Royal Bank ever since.
Jeff attended University of Manitoba where he achieved
his Diploma in Agriculture. He worked with Crown Lands
in Dauphin until he was transferred to the Neepawa branch
in April, 1983. Jeff has coached hockey in Neepawa since
1984, which included both of his kids. He also coached
Lindsay and Brian in baseball and fastball. Jeff passed
away while in Victoria, BC attending a family wedding
on July 20, 2006.

Eleven children were born in Manitoba:
Margaret Isabel “Pearl” born 1893, in the RM of
Lansdowne, died in 1953 in Neepawa, married Roy
Sylvester McCallum (1886-1981), son of James and
Anna Katherine McCallum, of the R.M. of Rosedale on
Jan. 1, 1913; Harold James (1895-1963), married Susan
Rogers of Millet, AB; Olive Clara (1896-1924); Myrtle
E. (1897-1919); Eva “May” (1898-1988), married James
Grant; George (1900-1964), married Emma Christianson
of Bentley, AB; Kathleen (1901-1917); Ethel “Reta”
(1903-1955), married Albert Christianson of Bentley, AB;
Vera Matilda (1905-1979), married Charles Scott; Gladys
Alma (1907-1934) and Roy (1910-1935), married Phyllis
Harder.

McCONNELL, BEV and SHIRLEY
Submitted by Shirley McConnell
Bev and Shirley McConnell were the third generation to retire to Neepawa: Shirley’s grandparents, Jack
and Elizabeth Day from the Wellwood district retired to
Neepawa in 1943. Her parents, Bert and Nell Graham
moved from the Harte district to Neepawa in 1972. Bev
and Shirley moved from the Birnie district to Neepawa
in 1993. Bev worked as administrator at the Elks Manor,
retiring in 2001. He developed some health problems
following retirement and passed away July 3, 2005, due
to a stroke. Shirley worked as secretary at the Neepawa
Area Collegiate Institute for 26 years, retiring, in 1996.

McAULEY GIRLS
Back Row L to R: Myrtle, Olive, Gramma Pearl, May
Front Row: Gladys, Cassie, Rita, Vera
In 1912, the family moved to the Edmonton outskirts
(Coal Lake) leaving their oldest daughter in Neepawa as
Mrs. Roy McCallum. Joseph died in 1929 and Catherine
died in 1928, both in Edmonton. Quite a few of the McAulay
children died young, reportedly of tuberculosis.
Places of residence: 1901 (14-14); 1906 (30-14-15);
1911 (15-15)

McCANNELL, JEFF and LORRAINE
Submitted by Lorraine McCannell
Back Row: Garth, Grant, Karen, Shannon, Graham, Greg
Front Row: Heather, Bev, Shirley, Cheryl

Lorraine was born to Paul and Fleurette Labossiere in
Somerset MB. Jeff was born to Ken and Fay McCannell in
Pilot Mound. They were married June 19, 1982 and they
have two children: Brian born in Neepawa, Jan. 15, 1986
and Lindsay also born in Neepawa, Feb. 11, 1990.

Bev was born in 1935, the oldest of five children born
to Allan and Dilys McConnell of Birnie, followed by Ken,
Carl, Howard and Dora. Bev attended school at Orange
Ridge and Birnie, and then worked at various jobs in the
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Brad graduated from NACI in 1984. During high
school and following graduation he played junior hockey
in Portage la Prairie for three years. In 1990, he graduated from RRCC with a diploma in Electrical Engineering
Technology. He worked for Vansco Electronics for several
years and is now employed with the Manitoba Telephone
System in Winnipeg. He has three children: Nicholas, born
in 1997, Anna born in 2000 and Megan born in 2003.
I was born in Hamiota on Aug. 6, 1934 to Elmer and
Janelle Houck and grew up on the family farm 4 miles west
of Hamiota. I attended Provincial Normal School in 1952
in Winnipeg and taught for ten years in rural Manitoba
and in St. James. Harold and I were married on July 26,
1958 in Hamiota.
I worked as a receptionist at Ryan’s Denturist Clinic
for ten years but volunteer jobs have been a big part of
my life. Through the years I have held executive positions
with the Neepawa and District United Way, Yellowhead
Ladies Auxiliary, Neepawa Ladies Curling Club and the
Neepawa and District Fine Arts Festival. I am a member
of the United Church Choir and the Neepawa Lily Festival
Committee. One of my most rewarding accomplishments
was being a Meals on Wheels driver for 28 years.
Our decision to leave Winnipeg in 1969 resulted in a
very full and rewarding life.

Neepawa area; farmhand, gas pump attendant and fuel
truck driver. Shirley was born in 1936, and along with
her sisters, Marg and Helen, attended school at Montrose
district and NACI. Her first office job was at Murray’s
Garage.
Bev and Shirley met at the Arcade Dance Hall, where
I’m sure many couples first met and fell in love. They
were married on June 30, 1956. They have four sons: Greg
born in 1957, Grant in 1959, Garth in 1961 and Graham
in 1966. The family moved to Brandon in 1960 and then
to Birnie in 1968, when Bev took over the family farm.
As well as farming, he drove a school bus for Beautiful
Plains School Division. The boys attended J. M. Young
School and graduated from the NACI. Greg married Cheryl
Sykes in 1982 and they are the fourth generation on the
McConnell farm at Birnie. They have three children:
Charlotte, Sarah and John. Grant married Karen Kasprick
in 1983 (now divorced) and he lives in Brandon. They have
two children: Lindsay and Bradley. Garth married Heather
Paramor in 1985 and lives in the village of Birnie. They
have two children: Ashley and Kristin. Graham married
Shannon Bray in 1985 and lives in Neepawa. They have
two children: Donica and Matthew.
Neepawa has been a great place to call home.

McCONNELL, HAROLD and EVELYN
McCONNELL, WILLIAM and MABEL

Submitted by Evelyn McConnell

Submitted by Margaret Drinkwater
Harold was born in Hamiota on Aug. 8, 1934, the
youngest son of William and Ethel McConnell. He attended
school in Lavinia and Hamiota. He worked at the Worker’s
Compensation Board in Winnipeg before we moved to
Strathclair in 1969 where he was Secretary Treasurer of
the RM of Strathclair. We moved to Neepawa in June,
1974, when he became Chief Administration Officer for
the RM of Rosedale. Harold was an avid curler and golfer.
He coached and managed his sons’ baseball and hockey
teams and was a willing volunteer in the community. He
retired in June 1999 and died on Sept. 5, 2000.
Jeff, born in 1964, and Brad born in 1966 in Winnipeg
began their schooling in Strathclair and continued their
education at Hazel M. Kellington in Neepawa and graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. They both
took an active part in all school activities and were keen
participants in soccer, volleyball, baseball, hockey and
golf.
Following graduation, Jeff attended Red River
Community College in Winnipeg and graduated in October,
1985, as a Radiological Technologist. He began work at
the Health Sciences Centre in June, 1986 and continues
to work there. He married Pam Sprott from Carmen, MB
in 1995. They have two children: Scott, born in 1997 and
Krista, born in 1999. They reside in St. Vital.

William and Mabel McConnell farmed just east of
Birnie on a half section that had been in the family since
the 1890s. Together, they have five children. The oldest
child is Betty, who married Gerald (Jerry) Levandoski and
they raised two daughters, Nadine and Angela. Both girls
make their home in Winnipeg at this time and Nadine has
three children. Betty loves crafts and sewing and for many
years, would take what she had made or baked around to
the craft sales in the area.
The second child is Thomas (Tom) and he married
Daphne Clark and they raised two girls. The girls have left
the nest and flown some miles away from Winnipeg where
Dad and Mom live. Melissa is in Alberta and Melanie is
in the United States. Tom still nurses and in the past, he
enjoyed playing baseball and watching Hockey Night in
Canada.
Robert James (better known as Jim) was born next. He
schooled in Birnie, Eden and Neepawa as all of us, except
Betty did. Jim has spent most of his life on the family farm.
He is the fourth generation McConnell to own the half
section where he is living. The first of the family were his
great-grandparents, John and Martha McConnell, John’s
son Thomas and Walterina took over from them and then,
Jim’s dad (William, better known as Bill) and Uncle Jim.
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a piece of property that belonged to Margaret’s Uncle Jim
and shifted our employment to Neepawa.
John’s hobby is photography and his favourite saying
is “Let’s take another one just in case.” Over the past two
years, John has been able to change this hobby into an
employment adventure and he has been enjoying himself
immensely. Margaret’s hobby is reading Louis L’Amour
books and so far, has not found anyone who would pay
her to sit and read so my hobby will have to be for enjoyment only.
John and Margaret have no children and as the years
have rolled along they have lost their parents. Mabel
and William (Bill) McConnell died in August, 1997 and
September, 1998 respectively. John’s father has been gone
for a long time but he lost his mother in February, 2005.

When Bill married Mabel Morley, he took on the farm and
many years later, he passed it on to Jim.
Jim is an avid sport fan and has enjoyed playing baseball, golf, curling and in the latter years, he has bowled. He
also, enjoys fishing and hunting. Jim works off the farm
now and takes care of a small number of cattle.
Bruce was next in line as son number three. Bruce is
a heavy-duty mechanic and runs his own business with his
wife, Pauline. His hobbies include woodwork and he has
handcrafted some marvelous furniture. His sons have all
grown up and have flown the nest as well. William (named
for his grandfather) is a welder in Saskatchewan and Eric
joined the army,
Margaret Ellen is the final child of Bill and Mabel and
was born Apr. 25, 1959. She and John Drinkwater were
married on Apr. 9, 1988. At that point in time, Margaret
moved to England as John had steady employment in
Bristol, England as well, his mother lived in Erdington,
Birmingham. We lived in England for the following three
to four years. Both of us were employed by Boots the
Chemist in Bristol and by coincidence or maybe by experience, we are both employed by a drug store in Neepawa.
While in England, we took as many as possible breaks to
visit various other destinations in Wales, Scotland, England
and France. We never had enough time to do everything
we wanted to do because within a very short period of
time, we decided to return to Canada to spend the rest of
our lives.

McCREATH, BOB and SHARON
Bob and Sharon moved from Brandon to Neepawa
in May, 1993. They have two children, Pam (1983) and
Derek (1985). Bob is an Assistant District Operator with
Manitoba Hydro and Sharon, a Registered Nurse, is a Home
Care Coordinator. Pam lives in Brandon and works at the
corporate office of Cando Contracting. Derek graduated
from the University of Manitoba in 2007 with a Science
degree. He is engaged to Melanie Rollins from Lac du
Bonnet, MB. They plan to be married in July, 2008.

McCUTCHEON, BLAKE and CATHERINE
(Jon) Blake McCutcheon and Catherine Mary Anne
Driedger were both raised on farms and went to school
in Carman, MB. On July 28, 1973 they married and
spent the first few years of their life together working in
Winnipeg. In the spring of 1976, Blake and Cathy with
their two month old daughter, Catherine Jean (CJ) moved
to Neepawa to open a business. On Dec. 13, 1976, Blake
and Cathy completed their family with another daughter,
Carol Lynn. Blake, Cathy and the girls first lived at the
original location of the business at 210 Mountain Avenue
before moving next door. Eventually, they settled at 633
Walker Avenue South, Neepawa. During this time, Cathy
was a substitute teacher for a number of years before
taking a permanent position working with special needs
children at the Hazel M. Kellington School.
Blake and his brother-in-law, Laurie Vrooman, opened
Chalet Design on Apr. 28, 1976 and retailed carpets, linoleum, drapes and Kem paint. Blake became the sole owner
in 1980 of the Chalet Design and the name was changed
to the present name Chalet Carpets and Drapes. Over the
years, the business had relocated to 269 Hamilton Street,
284 Mountain Avenue and finally on Nov. 12, 2000 to

Back Row: Bill, Tom, Jim, Uncle Jim, Jerry Levandoski
Middle Row: Mabel, Daphne, Margaret Drinkwater,
John Drinkwater, Bruce
Front Row: Nadine Levandoski, William, Melanie,
Betty Levandoski, Melissa, Angela Levandoski
The picture above is some years old and missing are
Bruce’s wife, Pauline and Nadine’s ex-husband and her
three children.
We returned to Canada during the winter of 1991-1992
and found employment and as time went on, we settled on
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McELMON, PATTI

169 Main Street on Highway 16 west. The product line
was expanded to include hardwood, laminate, ceramic
tile and cork.
CJ and Carol Lynn both graduated from the Neepawa
Area Collegiate Institute and pursued secondary education.
CJ obtained a Bachelor of Arts from Brandon University,
a Communications degree from Red River College and
a Bachelor of Education degree from the University of
Manitoba. On Aug. 10, 2005, CJ married Michael Dean
Nicholson of Neepawa, in Playa del Carmen, Mexico. Mike
is a lineman with Manitoba Hydro and CJ is a teacher. On
Oct. 3, 2006 they welcomed a daughter, Claire Emma,
into the family.
Carol Lynn obtained a Bachelor of Arts (Hon) from the
U of M and a law degree from the University of Victoria.
On Sept. 20, 2003 Carol Lynn married Lance Timothy
Schafer of Esterhazy, SK, in Neepawa. Carol Lynn and
Lance welcomed a son, Jake Thomas, into their family on
Dec. 31, 2005. Lance and Carol Lynn live in Winnipeg,
MB where Lance owns and operates his own internet based
business and Carol Lynn practices as a lawyer.

Patti graduated from high school in 1986. She attended
the University of Manitoba and received her Bachelor of
Science. She married Darren Sabeski who does commercial
financing for GE Capital, originally ITT Corporation.
Patti and Darren live in Winnipeg. They have one son,
Alex who is twelve and one daughter, Sara who is ten. Patti
is currently employed as an Educational Assistant Special
Needs with the Louis Riel School Division.

McELMON, PENNY
Penny was born in Prince Edward Island in 1966. Her
father Gary, was stationed at Canadian Forces Base in
Summerside. Gary was a navigator on the Argus aircraft.
Penny and her family moved to Neepawa in 1968. Penny
completed her high school in Neepawa. After graduation,
Penny’s first job was as a music teacher working for Donna
Cooper out of her Kawai organ studio in Brandon. Penny
also made weekly trips to teach organ lessons in Neepawa.
Penny was also head lifeguard and taught swimming at the
Neepawa Pool. She also taught cardiopulmonary resuscitation courses.
Penny married Rick Poitras and they have two boys:
Todd and Jeff. She worked in the Neepawa Post Office
from 1989-2000.
Penny married Rick Chorneyko in 1992. She continued working in the Post Office and Rick was the Town
Superintendent. In 2000, Rick and Penny moved to
Churchill where Rick was the Town Superintendent. Penny
worked in a gift shop and at the Manitoba Liquor Control
Commission.
In 2002, Penny and Rick moved to Balmertown, ON
where Rick took over the Superintendent’s job for the Red
Lake district.
Presently, Penny is managing both the curling rink and
the golf club in Balmertown. She is also very active at the
pool teaching aqua exercises.
Todd graduated from Red Lake High School in 2006.
Jeff is in Grade 11.

McELMON, GARY
Gary McElmon married Bette Lynn Wickett in 1965.
They have three daughters: Penny, 1966, Patti in 1968 and
Marcy in 1970.
Gary was Mayor of Neepawa 1978-1981. He served
as a councilor before becoming mayor. Gary passed away
in the spring of 2004. (also see Wickett)

McELMON, MARCY
Marcy McElmon graduated from Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute in 1988. She then joined the Canadian
Armed Forces and attended the Royal Military College of
Canada in Kingston, ON. She graduated from RMC with
a Bachelor of Science in Math and Physics in 1992. She
worked at the Rescue Co-ordination Centre in Trenton,
ON until 1994.
Marcy left the military in 1994 and traveled to Kigali,
Rwanda, where she worked as an Administrative Assistant
for Brown and Root Service Corporation before working
with the United Nations as Property Survey Officer. In
1996, Marcy returned to Canada and married Capt. Scott
Cursley, a navigator with the Canadian Forces in 1997.
Marcy and Scott lived in Nova Scotia from 1997-2002
where they had two boys: Logan (1999) and Liam (2000).
The family currently lives in Winnipeg where Marcy has
returned to university and will graduate in May, 2008, with
a degree in Pharmacy from the University of Manitoba.

McFADDEN, DR. JOHN JAMES
Submitted by Ross Bales
He was a pioneer physician of Western Canada who
lived in Neepawa from the early 1880s until 1900. He was
the first physician and druggist in Neepawa.
John J. McFadden was born Dec. 21, 1856, in
Mornington Township, Perth County, ON, a son of
Moses and Elizabeth McFadden. Moses was an early land
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the institution was renamed. He continued in that capacity until 1917 when he became surgeon to the Provincial
Penitentiary at Stony Mountain.
Dr. John James McFadden died in Fort Garry Aug. 9,
1927, and is buried in Riverside Cemetery, Neepawa.
The family were members of the Church of England.
Fraternally, Dr JJ was prominent in the Masonic order,
holding membership in the lodge, chapter and commandery.
He was a Past Chancellor K. of P., and a P.M. Mason.
His wife, Elizabeth Caroline Williams, was born Nov.
25, 1862, in Lindsay, ON and died Feb. 7, 1957, in Mount
Vernon, New York. Elizabeth Williams was the daughter
of Isaac Amos Williams and she:
• Graduated from Model school in Toronto
• First went to Neepawa to visit her sister, in 1885
• Was a teacher at Dumfries School (outside Neepawa)
with 24 pupils in six grades
• Acted with the Neepawa players
• Moved to Winnipeg in 1927
• Moved to Mount Vernon, New York circa 1948-49
Children:
John N McFadden 1888-1956
George Albert McFadden 1887-1889
Hamilton Saunders McFadden 1890-1964
Eleanor Gertrude McFadden 1892-circa 1948
Edith Mary McFadden 1894-1895
Elizabeth Marguerite McFadden 1898-circa 1995
James Alexander McFadden 1900-unknown

surveyor in Manitoba, doing surveys starting in 1870; he
also surveyed parts of Ontario.

Dr. John McFadden
Dr. McFadden attended the public schools and collegiate in Stratford, ON. His medical course was taken at
the University of Toronto, from which he graduated in
1879 with the degree of Medicine. He supplemented this
course by one year’s work in the College of Physicians and
Surgeons in Ontario. He first opened a practice in Atwood,
ON, in the same practice where he remained from 1879
to 1882, and then went to Neepawa, MB, where his father
had moved while surveying parts of Manitoba.
On Mar. 1, 1885, Dr McFadden provided his home for
the first recorded Anglican service in Neepawa.
On Dec. 15, 1886, Dr. McFadden married, in Brandon,
Miss Elizabeth Williams, a daughter of Amos Williams,
deceased of Lindsay, ON. They have seven children:
John N. a barrister-at-law in Brandon and later Dauphin;
Hamilton, who studied law in Brandon and later practiced
in Vancouver, BC; Nora who attended Brandon Collegiate
Institute, and was an associate professor at the University
of Manitoba; Elizabeth Marguerite, who died in California
in her mid nineties; and James Alex who studied law and
engineering at the U of M and later moved to the United
States. Two children died in childhood, George Albert at
age two, and Edith Mary at age three months.
Dr. McFadden was the health officer for the town,
and coroner for the Province of Manitoba. He was, for
some years, Chairman of the school board. He was
appointed Postmaster July 1, 1889 and filled that role until
June 14, 1897. In 1900, he moved to Brandon and was
Superintendent of the Insane Asylum for three years. He
then returned to Neepawa but shortly returned to Brandon
to become Superintendent of the Mental Hospital after

McFADDEN, MOSES
Submitted by Ross Bales
On Aug. 26, 1826, Moses McFadden was born, near
Kemptville, County of Grenville, ON. His parents were
James McFadden, an Irish veteran of the Peninsular
War, and Gertrude Hunter, nee Henion, a United Empire
Loyalist. There were four sons in the family: William;
Hiram; Uriah and Moses, also several half brothers and
sisters of the Hunter family.
Moses attended the local public school and grammar
school, and later the Normal School at Toronto, from which
institute he received a First Class Grade “A” Certificate
in 1849.
For about five years, he taught school, and became
Principal of the Kemptville Grammar School, at which
time he also took up classics with Rev. Anderson, then
studied law for two years, and eventually became articles
to Francis Jones, Provincial Land Surveyor (PLS), and
passed his final examination as PLS on Apr. 13, 1858.
He was married on Mar. 4, 1856, to Elizabeth
Hamilton, daughter of John Hamilton, of West’s Corners,
now Milverton, Perth County, ON. There were nine children: two sons and seven daughters.
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Dec. 15, 1886. Helen McFadden was born Feb. 9, 1859.
Maria Adeline McFadden was born January, 1862, married
James Beath and died circa 1955. Gertrude McFadden
was born 1876 and died in 1880. Ellie McFadden was
born in 1865 and died Jan. 23, 1932 in Vancouver, BC.
Ida McFadden died July 1, 1886, Osprey, MB, struck by
lightning. William Albert McFadden was born in 1862 and
died July 19, 1881 at Stratford, ON. Anna Mae was born
1872 and died May 25, 1937 at Vancouver, BC. She was a
singer, concert pianist and music teacher. Mary Elizabeth
McFadden was born May 5, 1880 in Ontario and died in
1964 in Calgary, AB. She married Jack Poole in 1905 who
was a doctor in Neepawa.
Moses died at the residence of his daughter in
Vancouver on Dec. 5, 1919. He is buried in the Riverside
Cemetery, Neepawa.
McFadden Lake, MB, 56°58’N 99°58’W was named
after Moses as an early surveyor of Manitoba.

He practiced his profession as a land surveyor at
Millbank and Stratford in the County of Perth for many
years.
In 1870, under instructions from the Dominion
Government, he proceeded to the Red River settlement
via Port Arthur and the Dawson route. He encountered
many difficulties and hardships on this trip, but his greatest anxiety was due to the fact that he had been entrusted
with the transport of a trunk, or strong box, containing a
large sum of money, which, however, he delivered safely
to Lieutenant Governor Archibald at Fort Garry.
From 1871 to 1873 inclusive, he was employed on the
survey of Parish lots and township subdivisions west of
Winnipeg. He was again employed in 1899 and 1900 on
subdivision contracts in western Manitoba.

McGHIE, LEWIS and AGNES
Submitted by Sandra McGhie
The original Lewis McGhie came from Aberdeenshire,
Scotland in 1882. After six weeks crossing the ocean in a
sailing vessel, the McGhie family, consisting of parents and
eight children, arrived at Portage la Prairie. They were met
by their eldest son Jim, who had preceded them to Canada
the previous year and settled in the Ogilvie district.
Although they were disappointed with Manitoba, they
remained and contributed much down through the years
to this community.
Lewis staked NE 28-15-13 for his homestead. The
family spent the winter with their son and moved over
to Rose Ridge in the spring of 1883, where Lewis had
cleared some land and built the family home. The home
was made of stone with eighteen inch walls and stood until
the great-grandson had it torn down in the spring of 1981.
An addition was added in 1912. This later section of the
house is still being lived in today.
On arriving to take over the homestead, Lewis McGhie
had in his possession two oxen, five cows and five pigs.
Lewis and Agnes Ironside McGhie were blessed with nine
children: James, Charles, Susan, Anne, Lewis Jr., Agnes,
Helen, Jemina and Peter.
James, the eldest, was the blacksmith by trade. He
married Sarah Ritchie and they have a family of five. Their
eldest son, Elmer, married Miss Cathcart of Gladstone;
Bertha was a school teacher and married Clifford Buchanan
of Gladstone; Richard married Ada Porter; Agnes married
Mr. Sandilands and Willie remained a bachelor all his
life.
Charles, was a stonemason. He married Margaret
Wilson and lived in the Arden area, later moving to Caron,

Moses
In 1882, he took up his residence in Neepawa, where
he continued to live until 1904. Moses built the first frame
house in the village and surveyed much of the land in the
district. His son John, began a medical practice and was
thus the pioneer doctor for the county.
His wife died on Aug. 28, 1889 at Neepawa, and is
buried at the Riverside Cemetery.
The children of Moses and Elizabeth were: John;
Helen; Maria; Gertrude; Ellie; Ida; William; Anna and
Mary.
John James McFadden (M.D.) was born Dec. 21, 1856,
died Aug. 9, 1927, and married to Elizabeth Williams
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of the United Church as long as it remained open. It was
located on SE 27-15-13.
Peter married Margaret (Maggie) Paterson, who
came to Canada in 1910 from Aberdeenshire, Scotland.
Although they came from the same place, they had never
met in Scotland. The day she arrived to start work at the
Lewis McGhie’s, Peter was sent to meet her at the train.
He jokingly said to one lad, “Would she make me a wife?”
He apparently liked what he saw, for on May 22, 1911,
they were wed. Peter had remained at home to help his
parents and took over the family farm in 1914. Lewis Sr.
passed away in 1924 and his wife Agnes predeceased him
by ten years.
Maggie was a real community worker in every meaning of the word. She worked for the Red Cross and knitted articles to send overseas. Then, in her later years, she
knitted a number of afghans for the Unitarian Service
Committee. This she did right up until her death in 1979
at the age of 91 years.
Peter and Maggie, as she was known by, have two
children: Gladys and Lewis.
The eldest was daughter, Gladys Anne, who became a
school teacher and taught for ten years at Salisbury School,
just west of Arden. While she was there, she met and
married Weldon Buchanan of the RM of Rosedale where
they farmed until they retired to Neepawa. She served on
the school board as well and rendered several services
to the community. Gladys and Weldon were married at
Plumas on Apr. 2, 1942. They retired to Neepawa to take
care of her mother in 1970. Son, Terry Weldon, was born
to the couple. Terry is married to Sharon Johnson and they
live in Minnedosa. They have a daughter Tara Lee and
a son Bryce. Weldon passed away on Mar. 5, 1980 and
Gladys on Nov. 13, 2000.
In 1913, Peter and Maggie’s son Lewis James was
born, who in later years, like his father, remained at home
to help his family. Due to the shortage of workers, Lewis
J. left school early to help with the farm work.
The McGhie home was a stopping place for teachers
and ministers who traveled by rail from Winnipeg. The
ministers would arrive on Saturday and return on Sunday.
There were also many community dances held in the old
stone house.
On Oct 4, 1947, Lewis Jr. married June Montgomery
and in 1948 took over the family farm, where they remained
until December, 1978, when they retired to Portage la
Prairie. Lewis passed away June 25, 1989 and June on
July 13, 1999.
Lewis and June have three children: Lionel, Dennis
and Lorna. Their eldest son, Lionel, was born Aug. 19,
1948 and married Sandra Hoath of Arden. Their second
son Dennis, born Aug. 20, 1950 married Jacqueline
Rempel of Plumas. They have a daughter Trina and son
Jason. Dennis later married Leslie Rittenger in 1995 and

SK. It was while he was living in Arden, that he built the
M.E. Boughton stone house at the north end of town. He
has four sons: Russell, John, Lewis and Alfred.
Susan married Alfred (Major) Watts and lived in
the area all her life. They were blessed with a family of
ten: Peter, Agnes, Helen, Bert, Norman, Merel, Minnie
(Bateman), Cecil, Charlie and Clarence.
Anne became Mrs. John Dickie and lived at the coast.
They have a girl Velma and five sons: Jim, Carman, Lewis,
Gordon and Andrew.
Lewis Jr, farmed across the fence from his family on
SE 28-15-13 where he remained until his accidental death
in 1940. He married Martha Smith and there were three
in the family: Stanley and Edna with two sons: Maurice
and Florence (Brown) have two sons and a daughter, and
Margaret (Maggie) and Murray Ferg have two sons and a
daughter. Martha also has two daughters from a previous
marriage, Mamie and Annie Stewart.
Agnes married Barney Buckle and they have two sons,
Harold and Gordon. They farmed in the Ogilvie district
and later moved to Stettler, AB where they managed a
hardware store.
Helen better known as Nellie, married William
Sterling. She was a school teacher and they resided in High
River, AB. Their family consisted of two sons, Douglas
and Harold, and two daughters Agnes and Nellie.
Jemima, who was known as Minnie, was the youngest
of the family and married Robert James who came from
Stratford, England in 1892. They farmed in the Ogilvie
district until their retirement to Neepawa. The family
consisted of Jack and wife Dorothy with son Robert and
twin stepsons, Edwin and Edward (Shorty); Lewis and
wife Myrtle (Snell) with sons James and Frederick and
daughters Ruby Landers and Doreen Greening; daughter Muriel, who married Roy Sweet and have a daughter
Evelyn and son Robert.
Peter Ironside McGhie, the second youngest of the
family was 12 years old when the family arrived at Rose
Ridge. He lived there until they retired to Neepawa in
1948, where he lived until he passed away in 1962.
Peter along with his two youngest sisters, Helen
and Jemima, were three of the first students at the Rose
Ridge School when it was built in 1883. Later, the Rose
Ridge School closed and the district became part of the
Winchester School District. The Winchester School was
built in 1892, one-half mile east of where the old one now
stands and was later moved in 1927 to the present site.
This school remained open until 1967. Lewis McGhie Sr.
was a trustee in 1919 and his grandson, Lewis M. James
was a trustee from 1939 to 1942 as well as his grandson,
Lewis J. McGhie from 1948 to 1950 and again in 1955 to
1961. Both Mrs. Peter McGhie and son Lewis served many
years as secretary treasurer and June McGhie taught at the
school in 1944-45. They also served on many committees
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After five years of service to the railway, he, like his father
and grandfather, came home to help on the farm. One very
proud moment was when the farm was declared a Century
Farm in May, 1983. Like farming, being a councilor in
the RM of Lansdowne seemed to be passed down from
generation to generation. Lewis McGhie Sr. served from
1885-1889 and 1893-1895, his son, Lewis Jr. served from
1913-1940, his grandson, Lewis James, from 1944-1947
and his great grandson, Lionel from 1982-1995.
Lionel married Sandra Hoath of Arden on Feb. 7,
1970. They lived in Strathclair until August, 1971 and
then moved back to the farm at Arden. They have two
children: James Scott born Feb. 8, 1976 and Janelle Diane
born Oct. 11, 1978. Both children were involved in sports:
baseball, curling, hockey and figure skating. Jim married
Kelly Levandoski in 2001. They have two children: Ashton
James, born Feb. 14, 2004 and Haylee June born June 13,
2006. Jim has become a ticketed welder and he and his
family are living in Neepawa. Janelle took her Health Care
Aide course in Neepawa and works in the Carberry Care
Home. She married Douglas Wiebe in 2002 and both are
enjoying country living near Carberry.
Lionel and Sandra worked on the farm for many years
before deciding to also work off the farm. Along with
his municipal duties, Lionel also drove a school bus for
13 years and later started doing crop adjusting for the
Manitoba Crop Insurance Corporation.
Sandra enjoyed volunteering in the community. She
was on the Seven Regions Health Board for several years,
did the books for building the new curling rink in Arden
along with sitting on the curling committee. She later was
secretary for the Neepawa Golf Course and was on the
board throughout the building of the new eighteen-hole
course. Although both are working off the farm, Lionel
and Sandra still enjoy country living and helping their
neighbors when they can.

currently reside in Grenfell, SK. Lewis and June’s daughter
Lorna was born June 17, 1953 and became a Registered
Psychiatric Nurse. She married Peter Wirt in 1979. They
have four children: Peter III, Richard, Jeffery and Kaleigh
and reside in Winnipeg, MB. Lewis and June retired to
Portage la Prairie in 1978. Lewis later passed away in
1989 and June in 1999.

Lewis and June McGhie

McGILLIVRAY, DONALD and JANET
Don was born in Neepawa to Ross and Irene
McGillivray of the Glendale district, five miles west of
Neepawa, one of two sons. Ross was the son of Kenneth
and Mary Ann McGillivray and Irene was the daughter
of George and Lily Rogers. Both were born and raised in
Glendale. Don went to Grades 1 and 2 in Glendale School
before they moved into Neepawa and went to Central,
West Park, Neepawa Collegiate Institute and Neepawa
Area Collegiate Institute.
Janet was born in Ste. Rose du Lac to Carman and
Helen Poole of Kelwood, one of five daughters. Carman
was the son of Nesbit and Mary Poole. Helen was the
daughter of Boyd and Jessie McCracken. Both were born
and raised in the Eden, Birnie and Kelwood area. Janet

L to R Jim and Kelly McGhie, Lionel and Sandra
McGhie, Doug and Janelle Wiebe
Lionel was educated in Winchester and Arden and later
became a telegrapher for the Canadian Pacific Railway.
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McGILLIVRAY, ROY and JOAN

went to Kelwood School until they moved to Neepawa in
1961 to build and operate the Agassiz Drive-in.
After leaving high school, Don went to work for
Canada Safeway in Neepawa. He spent 39 years with the
company before retiring in 2001. He held positions of
Produce Manager, Assistant Manager and Store Manager.
Don and Janet were married in Neepawa in 1965 at the
Presbyterian Church. They have three children: Karin,
Kevin and Jennifer. The children were born and raised
in Neepawa and went to Hazel M. Kellington and NACI
schools.
Karin moved to Alberta after finishing high school,
working for Canadian Pacific Hotels at Lake Louise and
Canmore before marrying Jamie Cartmell of Edmonton.
Jamie is the son of Bernie and Teddie Cartmell. They lived
in Edmonton for a number of years where Jamie worked
for the Edmonton Eskimos Football Club. They now live in
Surrey. BC, where Jamie works for the BC Lions Football
Club. They have two daughters, Sidney and Emily.
Kevin moved to Lake Louise to work for a while
before attending the Manitoba Fire College in Brandon.
He then worked for the Toronto Fire Service for seven
years before moving to Alberta with the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police. Kevin married Leona Will. Leona is the
daughter of Reg and Marg Will of Elkhorn, MB. Kevin and
Leona now live in Vermillion, AB and have three children;
Ross, Garrett and Danielle.
Jennifer also moved to Lake Louise, AB after finishing high school and worked there and in Banff for CP
Hotels. Jennifer married Joel Roberts and they moved to
Edmonton. Joel is the son of Ted and Leanna Coward
of Huntsville, ON. They now live in Calgary where Joel
works for the University of Calgary. They have two children: Hannah and Evan.

Submitted by Roy and Joan McGillivray
Roy Harvey McGillivray was born on the family
farm in Glendale district, June 9, 1932 to Ross and Irene
McGillivray. He attended Glendale School and worked on
the farm with his dad.
Joan Ellen Sage, daughter of Charlie and Bessie Sage,
was born Jan. 16, 1932 in Neepawa. Joan attended North
Oberon, Hallboro and Neepawa Collegiate Institute. She
graduated as a teacher from Normal School in 1950, arriving in Glendale district to teach that fall. There she met
Roy and they were married Aug. 11, 1951.
Joan continued to teach at Glendale School, then
at Hazelwood School. The last winter of 1956-57 at
Hazelwood was very difficult. The winter was cold; the
snow was deep. Roy would take Joan by sleigh with horses
a mile north to the Robertson farm at the highway. The
horses would be stabled, the car, a 1952 Chev started,
(sometimes having to be pulled by the horses), then Roy
would drive Joan to Hazelwood School, return home to do
farm chores, repeat the route to pick Joan up at 4 p.m. It
was not unusual to go out again at night to curl at Franklin
or to go square dancing. They would return home late at
night to a cold house. The old Booker heater would then
be filled with coal and soon warm the house.
Laurie Mae arrived Nov. 24, 1958. With a new family
member to raise, serious consideration had to be made
about the farm; obtain more land and bigger machinery
or find other options.
In the fall of 1959, Roy began his career as an auctioneer with Wilf Sandstrom of Hazelwood. Sandstrom and
McGillivray Auction Service came into being in the spring
of 1960 and continued until Wilf’s untimely death in 1971.
Roy continued the business alone until 1979. Meanwhile,
in 1960, Roy had secured employment with Wm Whitmore
Ltd. selling Case and New Holland machinery and repairing machinery in the field. He continued working for Wm.
Whitmore until 1965, when he became a car salesman for
A.A. McDougall Ltd. During this period, Roy and Joan
moved in to a new home in Neepawa (1962).
Roger Donald was born Dec. 1, 1968. The next year,
Roy and Joan began thinking about having their own business. On Aug. 15, 1970, Neepawa Auction Centre opened
for business with used furniture. The name later, became
Neepawa Furniture Centre and progressed to new furniture. Roger grew up in the business and became manager
after Roy and Joan retired.
During the years 1983 to 1998, Roy was Neepawa
councilor for nine years, then mayor for six. Roy and Joan
were and are active in Knox Presbyterian Church serving
on various boards and committees.
Laurie and Roger were both educated in Neepawa.

McGillivray Family
Since retiring we have done a fair amount of traveling,
including Arizona for the winter. We also keep busy with
our hobbies and volunteering.
554

McGORMAN, GORDON and MARGARET
Submitted by Margaret McGorman

Roy, Joan, Laurie, Stephen, Nathan, Stacy, Roger
Laurie is currently head of Student Services in Burnaby
South High School, BC having obtained her Bachelor
of Arts in Manitoba and her Masters in Counselling
Psychology from University of British Columbia.
Roger married Stacy Bayne Plett, daughter of Les
and Sandra Plett on July 1, 1986. Stacy was born Mar.
6, 1968 in Wisconsin and spent most of her childhood in
the Philippines where her parents were missionaries. They
returned to Canada and Stacy completed her high school
education at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. As well
as both being involved with the business, Roger and Stacy
are very active in their church as leaders of the youth
group, which they really enjoy. In 2006, Roger received
his Certificate of Ministry. Their sons, Nathan and Stephen
both graduated from NACI. Nathan completed a two year
course at Assiniboine Community College in Business
Administration and is currently studying Environmental
Design pursuant to Architecture at University of Manitoba.
Stephen is in Regina living his dream of having his own
band. The band performs concerts around the country and
has produced a CD.

Mr. and Mrs. W. Millar’s wedding picture 1874
William Millar and wife, Elizabeth, were married in
Howick, QC, Apr. 16, 1874. They started west in 1877
along with their two sons, John and Sanford, and Elizabeth
Bell, who later became Mrs. R.M. Buchanan. Members of
her family who are known in Neepawa area are Sanford
and Weldon Buchanan, Mrs. Nellie McLaughlin, Mrs.
Florence Habkirk, Mrs. Flossie Scott, Mrs. Ida Holmes,
and others. They came by flat-bottomed boat down the Red
River to Winnipeg, then known as Fort Garry Settlement.
Again it was by slow boat up the river to Portage la Prairie.
There, they transferred their belongings to ox-cart, finally
reaching their destination June 3, 1877 in the Snake Creek
settlement, later to be known as Salisbury Place.
Here, William built a log house that was known as
“Half-way House”. Around 1902, they built a large brick
house which still stands.
John M. Millar married Margaret Ellen Pattison,
who belonged to another pioneer family of Salisbury. By
this marriage there were two daughters, Ruth (Mrs. Ross
Francis) and Margaret (Mrs. Gordon McGorman) who still
resides on the family farm.

McGORMAN, MEL and PEARL
Submitted by Richard Funk
Mel helped farm with Richard until they moved to
Elks Manor in 1991. Pearl died in December, 1994 and
Mel resided there until 1996.
In July of 1996, he moved into East View Lodge.
While there, he was inducted into the Manitoba
Baseball Hall of Fame (1997).
In July of 1998, he passed away.
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Eden teams for 28 years. He managed the Eden ball team
for a number of years. He also enjoyed curling.

Gordon McGorman family 1965, Brian, Gordon,
Margaret, Ron
In August, 1970, Gordon and Margaret received a
centennial plaque from Reeve Ferguson at the buffalo
stew supper held at Lansdowne Park, Arden during the
Manitoba Centennial.
It is interesting to note that Samuel McGorman,
Gordon’s great-grandfather, served as a councilor on the
first council of the municipality when it was formed in
1884.
Following Gordon’s death in June, 1976, his sons,
Ronald and Brian, carried on farming the land.
Ronald played ball with the Arden Pony League, then
with Eden and later with Neepawa Pony League, mostly
pitching. Later, he played with Eden Seniors and Neepawa
Cubs and then back to Arden. Brian also pitched in the
Eden Pony League and with the Eden and Arden senior
teams. He also caught for a number of years.
Ron and Brian also curled. They were on the Arden
team when they won the Yellowhead Trophy in 1976-77.
In November, 1981, Rose, Ron, Brian and Ruth (Mrs.
Francis) received a century gate sign.

Mr. and Mrs. John Millar 1909
Sanford Millar married Sarah Evelyn Greig in June,
1912 and resided at Riding Mountain. To this marriage was
born a daughter, Bernice (Mrs. Harold Irwin) still residing
in Riding Mountain and a son, William of Victoria, BC.
William Millar farmed until his death in 1932. Their
son, Wm P, continued farming until his death in May, 1952.
Mrs. Millar passed away April, 1931.
Wm. P. Millar went to Salisbury School and played
hardball along with his brother, Sanford, with the famous
“Salisbury Shamrocks” team in 1903. Wm. P. and sister,
Sarah, never married and in 1934, Jim Edwards came to
work for them and took over the farming for Miss Millar
after Wm. P’s death. He farmed until 1960, when Gordon
McGorman, Margaret’s husband, rented the farm, until
Miss Millar’s death in May, 1968 when the farm was left
to them.
John and Sarah Millar were chosen as the early
pioneers to unveil the plaque on the cairn marking the
Carlton Trail at Neepawa in October, 1963.
Mrs. John Millar took an active part in the community.
She played the organ at the Salisbury Church, and was
president of the Salisbury Woman’s Auxiliary for many
years. She passed away July, 1935; John passed away
September, 1964.
Gordon and Margaret continued to farm and also took
an active part in the community. They were married March,
1941, by Rev. D.A. McLean of Arden. Gordon was an
ardent baseball player, having caught ball for Arden and

Century Farm – 1981
Brian McGorman, Mrs. Ruth (Millar) Francis, Mrs.
Margaret (Millar) McGorman, Ron McGorman
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the hospital and a doctor’s clinic in Whitehorse. Doug was
with the Territorial Ambulance Service. Their daughter
Taryn was born on July 11, 1979. They left the beauty of
the mountains for the plains of Brandon that fall. Doug
and Myrna were married in May in the yard of the family
home. They started work at Brandon General Hospital
in 1980. She has worked on several units and in many
roles. For many years Doug was in security, and then went
to stores. Their daughter, Karleen was born in Jan. 11,
1982. Their girls went to Meadows Elementary School,
Earl Oxford Middle School and graduated from Crocus
Plains Regional Secondary School and from Assiniboine
Community College in Brandon. Taryn earned a diploma
in Business Administration. She is living in Winnipeg
managing the lounge at the East St. Paul Curling Club
and at the Transcona Golf Club. Karleen is a Licensed
Practical Nurse and worked in Winnipeg at Charleswood
Care Centre. In May, 2005, she married Mike Thomas,
from Thessalon, ON. Their son, Jackson, was born in April,
2005 and their second child is due in June. They have
moved to Brandon. Karleen worked at Brandon Regional
Health Centre and now has a home day care. Mike works
for All-Fab Building. Doug is retiring from the hospital
this spring and will pursue another interest by working at
Onanole RV Park and Campground. Taryn and Myrna find
that curling helps make the winters interesting. Karleen,
Mike and Jack make every day interesting!
Diane Elizabeth was born on Dec. 22, 1955 and grew
up on the farm outside of Brookdale. She went to school
in Brookdale for Grades 1-9 and Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute for Grades 10-12. Growing up, she belonged to the
Brookdale 4-H Variety Club, attended church in Brookdale
and sang in Glee Club during high school.
She went to Winnipeg in 1973 and attended Red River
Community College and took a course in Dental Assisting.
Her first job was in Dauphin working for Dr. V. Watson
starting there in August of 1974. She continued to work
in the dental field for the next thirty years.
In November of 1978, Marlene and Diane went to
New Zealand with the International Agricultural Exchange
Association. It was a great experience.
Diane moved to Brandon in 1980 to be closer to
family. There, she met her husband Dave who works for
Pik-A-Dilly Trailer Sales. She married David Shepherd in
March of 1984. They have two daughters: Norah born on
Sept. 24, 1987 and Sarah born on Jan. 24, 1989. The girls
have both graduated from Vincent Massey High School in
Brandon and are continuing their education.
Diane continues to enjoy singing in the church choir,
curling and gardening.
Marlene Evelyn is the fourth child of Allan and Evelyn
and was born on Dec. 5, 1956. She ended up a wanderer
like the ones (our ancestors) who traveled to Manitoba.
She was educated in Brookdale and Neepawa. She has

Margaret, is busy with the Salisbury Social Club,
Arden United Church Women, Arden Senior Crocus Club
and the Neepawa Agriculture Society, being a member of
the domestic part of the fair. While the Salisbury Church
was open, she was organist after the death of Miss Mae
Lloyd.
Margaret’s grandfather’s house was known as “Half
Way House” and she says her house is “The House on the
Corner”. Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Miller, Wm. P. and Sarah,
Mr. and Mrs. John Millar and Gordon McGorman are all
buried in Neepawa Riverside Cemetery.

McKEE, ALLAN and EVELYN
Submitted by Evelyn McKee and Diane Shepherd
Our first 50 plus years in Manitoba were covered in
the first history book of Langford. We have since spent 28
years making Neepawa our home. We bought and settled
in to make it a home. Allan continued to help at the farm
during the spring seeding and fall harvest. Evelyn took a
part time job at the hospital for four years, thus breaking
us into retirement. In winter, we curled in the “Farmers”
league. It was a pleasant way to get acquainted with a
group of semi retired people. We also took several bus trips
to baseball games in United States, bus trips to California
and Florida. There, we met a group of people who were
still active but not working.
Allan became involved in the community by taking the
caretaking job at Knox Presbyterian Church. I joined the
choir at the United Church. We made many new friends
and enjoyed the activities like baseball, etc.
But time moved on and we lost several members of our
families. Allan lost two brothers and two sisters. Evelyn lost
two sisters. Time moves on without those family members
but we gained many new members like daughters-in-law
and sons-in-law and grandchildren to the circle.
Time has a way of moving on with or without our
permission. We continue to live in our house and enjoy
fairly good health. We look ahead to the lives of our children and grandchildren, but also remember the family
members who no longer are here.
Brian Gordon was the first born of Evelyn and Allan
McKee, born Feb. 19, 1952. He married Leslee Sheardown
of Hamiota on July 14, 1979. They have two children: Julia
Crystal born Apr. 27, 1982 and Jarret Michael born Mar.
7, 1984. Brian and Leslee reside on the family farm in the
RM of Langford (see Brian and Leslee History).
Myrna Louise was born on June 16, 1953 and went
to Brookdale Elementary School and Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute. She graduated from the University
of Manitoba, School of Nursing in 1976. Her first job
was in Melita. In March, Doug Pachal and Myrna moved
to Whitehorse, YT. She worked at Faro nursing station, at
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University of Winnipeg. He resides in Winnipeg and is
currently employed by Ipsos Reid working in the Coding
department as a head coder. On Oct. 8, 2005, Julia married
Nathan Paul Fleck from Neepawa. He was born on Oct. 3,
1982. Nathan has a degree in Recreational Studies and is
currently employed with Hockey Alberta in Red Deer.
Brian and Leslee operate a mixed farm with grain
and livestock production. Brian raised both cattle and
sheep but has mainly been a sheep producer. Brian has
also worked away from the farm and has been employed
at various places over the years. Employment has included
the Minnedosa Soil Association, Ducks Unlimited – Native
Plant Division, and the Brandon Research Centre. Brian
started a new career as Hatchery Manager at Pinnacle
Genetics in Brandon (formerly Clark Hy-Line) in January,
2005. Leslee has worked as an Early Childhood Educator
since 1977. She operated a home day care for ten years
and enjoyed all of the children in her care! In April, 2000,
she commenced employment as Child Care Supervisor at
the Family Resource Centre (Child and Family Services)
in Brandon.

spent her life dabbling in different jobs – nursing and agriculture. She graduated from the U of M with a diploma
in Agriculture in 1978. Agriculture led her to spend five
months in New Zealand in 1978-79 and seven months in
Denmark in 1984.
Marlene met a New Zealander and traveled there to
make a life. She married Ken Hawke in 1987 and in 1990
moved to Whiterock, which is just outside Christchurch.
They have a son, Lorne Graeme born on Nov. 16, 1991
and a daughter, Ellen Noreen born on Dec. 4, 1995.

Lorne Murray was born in Neepawa on May 18,
1960. He attended school in Brookdale and Neepawa. In
1979-80, he took a one-year course at ACC in Agricultural
Mechanics. In 1983, he started at RRCC to get into the
piping trades. He moved from Neepawa to Brandon in 1988
and completing his plumbing apprenticeship. He married
Kimberley VanBuskirk in September of 1990. They have a
son Brett Murray born May 7, 1990 and a daughter Haley
Dawn born Apr. 11, 1994. Lorne continues to work in
plumbing with Brandon Heating and Plumbing.

McKEE, BRIAN and LESLEE
Submitted by Brian and Leslee
Brian, the eldest child of Allan and Evelyn McKee,
was born on Feb. 19, 1952. He married Leslee Sheardown
on July 14, 1979. Leslee was born on Apr. 24, 1957 and is
from Hamiota. They live on the family farm on SE 7-13-16
in the RM of Langford.
Brian and Leslee have two children: Julia Crystal
born on Apr. 27, 1982 and Jarret Michael, born on Mar.
7, 1984. Julia and Jarret attended Kindergarten to Grade
8 at Brookdale Elementary School and then completed
their high school at Neepawa Collegiate. Julia furthered
her education at the University of Manitoba and graduated
in 2004 with a Bachelor of Social Work. She worked for
one year with Child and Family Services in Winnipeg and
then moved to Red Deer, AB and is currently employed
there with Child and Family Services. Jarret attended the

L to R: Brian, Leslee, Julia, Nathan, Jarret
(Oct. 8, 2005)
Brian and Leslee have been very involved in the
Brookdale Community Club and church board. Brian
was a Trustee for the Beautiful Plains School Division
for seven years and Leslee served for two years on the
Beautiful Plains Community Foundation board. Over the
years, many happy memories were made with their children through being at the rink, swimming pool, beach,
4-H, school functions, family gatherings and whatever
other activities or events they were involved in. Life has
been good!
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McKEE, DONALD and CHRISTA

She received her education at Hazel M. Kellington and
NACI, and was very involved with the 4-H program, showing cattle with the Neepawa and Area 4-H Beef Club,
riding her horse with the Neepawa Silver Spurs 4-H Club,
and completing clothing projects in the Belles, Beaux, and
Builders 4-H Club. Her involvement in 4-H also gave her
the opportunity to attend conferences, travel, and compete
in livestock judging competitions and public speaking. Her
other interests included curling, and music, but she also
spent many hours helping her dad with chores and learning
from him about the cattle. It was this interest in cattle that
prompted her to further her education in agriculture, going
on to complete her Bachelor of Science in Agriculture with
a major in Animal Science from the U of M in 1996.
Donald and Christa were married on Oct. 18, 1997 at
the Knox Presbyterian Church in Neepawa.
It was their interest in farming that had brought them
together, and so it would be that they would make their life
farming together. They moved a house, purchased from the
Orville Tanner family in Neepawa, to NW 19-13-16 and
began building up the farmyard. Donald’s uncle, Mervin
McKee, was still living in the original house and continued
to do so until his passing, Jan. 28, 1999.
Over the last ten years, we have been adding to our
farming operation and improving our facilities. We started
by moving the cow herd to our yard for calving, and have
since expanded our facilities to finish all of our calves.
Some ewes and a few more horses have arrived here as
well. In 1998, we purchased the W ½ of 17-13-16 from
Donald’s uncle, Allan McKee, and more recently in 2006,
the W ½ of 12-13-17 in the RM of Odanah from Donald’s
father, Wilson McKee. This last particular piece of land
had also been farmed by Donald’s grandparents, Jack and
Susan McKee, and his great-grandfather, Andrew Allan. In
carrying on the tradition of the family farm, it has meant
a great deal to us to have the opportunity to farm family
land.
We have also added to our family, two daughters and
a son: Daisy Elizabeth (Sept. 29, 1999); Lauren Judith
(Aug. 2, 2002); and Justin James William (July 12, 2005).
It is with great pride and satisfaction that we are able to
raise our children on this farm as the fourth generation of
this family.

Submitted by Christa McKee
Donald James McKee was born Apr. 4, 1968 to parents
John James Wilson and Patricia Elizabeth McKee. He
was raised in the Brookdale area, attending Brookdale
School and Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. His interests included curling and rifle club, but nothing compared
to his love of farming. As a small boy, he spent all of
his time dreaming about and playing “farming”. Upon
completion of his diploma in Agriculture at the University
of Manitoba, Donald returned to the farm to start a dairy
and begin his farming career. Shipping cream was not to
be a long term project, however, as the dairy industry was
beginning to phase out the cream shippers. After a few
years, he sold his dairy cows to concentrate on building
a beef herd. Donald also had a great interest in horses
and in the “old ways” of farming. He purchased a team
of mares that he used for feeding cattle in the winter, and
he also got a roping horse and became involved in team
roping. In 1995, Donald began farming the north half of
19-13-16 in the RM of Langford. In doing so, he became
the third generation of the McKee family to farm this land.
His grandparents, Jack and Susan McKee, started farming
here in 1918, and his uncle, Mervin McKee farmed here
until he passed the land on to Donald.

McKEE, JOHN and LAURA (nee NEWELL)
Submitted by Lois Pelletier
This is an update from the 1983 Heritage Book.
Like the ample trees in the bluff, the roots of the family
were firmly planted in this community.
In 1982, John and Laura retired from farming and
continued to reside on their farm. John still played music
for many dances and played snooker every day. He placed

Wedding October 18, 1997
Christa Judith Martin was born Jan. 9, 1974 to parents
William Howard and Judith Vera-Jean Martin of Neepawa.
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at Brookdale. Robert died of a stroke in 1979. John took
over the farm. Margaret moved into Neepawa in 1992 and
lived in Elks Manor for a number of years, then with failing health, moved to East View Lodge, where she died of
a stroke in June, 2001.

second in a provincial snooker tournament in 1984. They
both enjoyed traveling to different parts of the world, Jack,
perhaps, to a state fair to buy or show cattle and Laura to
Great Britain to enjoy antiques and her heritage. Together,
they enjoyed the music in Nashville.
They also were members of the local Elks and Royal
Purple organizations. John died in 1987 of complications
from cancer. Laura attended school at Coldstream and
Franklin in her youth. By retirement, she had quit curling
but shared a fond memory of placing second in a provincial women’s final. Laura spent a lot of her time going to
auction sales and usually came home with an antique to
enjoy or maybe repair.
Laura found it lonely on the farm after John was gone
so moved to Neepawa in 1988. She made new friends
in her apartment block and enjoyed playing cards with
them.
One of her dreams was to enjoy the Millennium year,
2000. She made many trips back to her beloved farm. In
the spring of 2006, she became ill and passed away in
May, 2006.

McKELVY, RON and ALMA
Submitted by The Family
Ronald Mckelvy was born on a farm near Katrime
to Rowland and Emiline Mckelvy. His mother died when
he was nine years old and soon after the family moved
to MacGregor, where Ron took most of his schooling
and graduated from high school. Ron, his dad, Rolly and
brother Vernon, owned a restaurant in MacGregor. After
his dad passed away in 1945, he and Vernon sold the
restaurant and went into the jukebox business. Ron came
to Neepawa in 1949.
Alma was born to the late William and Ethel Smith
in the RM of Rosedale. Ethel is the granddaughter of the
late John Birnie. They retired to Neepawa in 1960. Alma
attended Tobarmore School and graduated from Neepawa
Collegiate.
Ron and Alma were married in Neepawa in 1951,
where Ron continued his jukebox operation and at the time,
Alma was a secretary at the Department of Agriculture.
While in Neepawa, they had two sons: Ronald Gregg in
1953 and Ronald Grant in 1955. We ran a small restaurant by the Canadian National Railway Station from 1954
to 1959. In 1957, we rented Sportsman’s Park just south
of Clear Lake and purchased it the following year. With
good foresight and hard work, this venture evolved into a
thriving tourist operation. Family oriented, it was the place
for vacationers to go, offering a restaurant, trailer court,
camping, drive-in theatre, mini-golf, dances at the barn,
flea markets, and always adding something new. This was a
family owned and operated business, which spanned three
generations and almost 50 years. In 1978, our family was
the recipient of a merit award from the West Man Tourist
Association for their significant contribution to Manitoba’s
tourist industry by providing excellent facilities, entertainment and hospitality in Sportsman’s Park. It was an
interesting era for all of us, people worldwide visited our
complex and we were left with wonderful memories and
wonderful people and an appreciation for all of them.
Sportsman’s Park was widely known and became a focal
point for the area.
Ron was president of the Wasagaming Chamber Of
Commerce when Queen Elizabeth and Princess Anne
visited Wasagaming. He was able to arrange for the
Neepawa Lions Band to perform for the Queen. Ron loved
music, he joined the glee club and in 1961, he became a
charter member of the Neepawa Chapter of the Society

McKEE, ROBERT and MARGARET
Submitted by John McKee
In June, 1945, Robert McKee married Margaret
Nelson of the Mentmore district. They bought the Tom
Grant farm, W ½ 18-13-16. They have two children: John
and Sharon.
John was born July 23, 1946. He went to school in
Brookdale for Grades 1-12.
Sharon was born May 21, 1950 and went to Brookdale
and Neepawa Schools. They were both members of the
Cordova 4-H Beef Club for several years. Sharon also
joined the Home Economic Club in Brookdale. Sharon
is a graduate Licensed Practical Nurse and worked in
Brandon General and Neepawa Hospital. In 1979, she
married Ron Petch of Franklin. They have three children:
Dwayne (1980), Michelle (1982) and Nathan (1989). (See
Petch story)
John married Leona Murray of Brandon in July, 1992,
and they live on the farm W ½ 18-13-16, RM of Langford.
Leona nursed in Brandon for a number of years. John was
farming and driving a school bus. He received a Certificate
of Appreciation for twelve years of dedicated service from
Beautiful Plains School Division in 1986. Leona likes to
garden and golf in the summer time and curl in the winter
months. John has rented the farm out, but still drives the
school bus, and golfs a little in the summer, and likes to
curl in the winter.
Margaret was a member of the Gordon United Church
Women until Gordon Church closed, then she joined the
Brookdale UCW. She curled with the Ladies Curling Club
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for several years. After graduating, Grant attended RRCC
receiving a diploma in Plumbing, Heating and Gas fitting,
and continues to work in the plumbing industry.
In 1978, Grant married Valerie Contant, daughter of
the late Peggy and Norman Contant of Winnipeg. She is
the granddaughter of the late Evelina and Bill Adams of
Neepawa. Val graduated from Health Science Centre in
Winnipeg in 1978 with her Registered Nursing degree.
They moved to Neepawa in 1981 and she has been
employed at Minnedosa Hospital since 1982.
Grant and Val have two children: Nicole Sarah was
born Oct. 25, 1983 and Derek Ronald was born May 13,
1985. Both attended Hazel M. Kellington Elementary
school, and graduated from NACI.

for the Preservation and Encouragement of Barbershop
Quartet Singing in America. He served as president area
counselor and did some chorus directing. It was a huge
part of his life.
When the salt plant, now the Yellowhead Centre, was
being renovated, he spent endless hours in the initial stages
volunteering with hammer and saw. He and his buddies,
Jack Johnston and Roy Birnie, could be found working
away at the site day after day, all that winter. He was also
the instigator of several successful fundraising events in
aid of the project.
Alma was a member of the Neepawa Hospital Guild,
Canadian Blood Services, a member of the Neepawa
United Church Women, life member of the Neepawa
Ladies Curling Club and some golf in later years. She
was a faithful fan of hockey and figure skating. In 1963,
we built a home on Adelaide Crescent and lived there
until 2002.
In 1997, Ron was diagnosed with kidney disease and
in 2001 had to go on dialysis. At this point, it was necessary they move to Brandon where he could receive treatment. We are comfortable living here but Neepawa is a
great town and will always be home to us.
Gregg graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute in 1971. He was active in sports, took part in
the school band program and Neepawa Music Festival.
After graduation, he obtained his Journeyman’s Electrical
license through Red River Community College. He has
worked extensively in this field in the off-season from
Sportsman’s Park and is currently doing electrical contracting in Winnipeg. In August, 2006, Greg married Wallis
Wilmot, daughter of Lily and the late Walter Wilmot of
Erickson. Wallis works as an orthodontic dental assistant.
They presently reside in Winnipeg.

McLAREN, JAMES and VERLA
Submitted by Doug and Jane McLaren
James Duncan McLaren, eldest son of John and
Elizabeth (Drysdale) was born on May 28, 1911 at the
family farm. He lived there until his death in 1985.
In April of 1939, he married Verla Kilburn, who was
teaching at Union School. They continued farming and
raised their family in the Union district until Jim’s death in
1985. They have four children: Ronald James, Marilynne
Annette, Elizabeth Jean and Douglas Murray. During the
time the children were growing up, the family was busy.
Jim played baseball in the community and was a trustee
for the Union School district. Verla was involved in the
community with the Women’s Institute and other activities,
and of course there was curling and bowling.
There were also kid’s activities such as 4-H, baseball,
hockey, skating, dancing, etc, that took up much of the
family’s time as Jim and Verla attended most of the kid’s
activities. Verla returned to teaching once again when the
children were in their later years of school, this time at
the Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. She also became
involved in some of the town projects. She was instrumental in getting the Neepawa Museum up and running, helped
establish the Yellowhead Drop-In Center and attended
many committee meetings for other events.
Jim joined the Neepawa Rotary Club and was a faithful attendee at the Friday luncheons. Verla belonged to the
Inner Wheel and held various positions on the executive.
They both enjoyed many out of town functions with other
Rotarians and always liked meeting new people on their
travels.
After high school graduation, their children continued
on to further their education:
Ron received an Agricultural degree from University
of Manitoba in 1963 and a Doctorate degree in Animal
Nutrition from Fort Collins, Colorado a few years later.
Ron returned to Winnipeg where he was employed by

L to R: Nicole, Grant, Alma, Gregg, Wallis, Ron, Val,
Derek
Grant graduated from NACI in 1973. He was always
active in sports. His biggest interest was hockey from
minor to old timers and he also coached minor hockey
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Verla, the matriarch, lived in the family farmhouse
until 2001 when she moved into Neepawa. She continues
to live an active life, always keeping in touch with children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Feed Rite (later known as Ridley Canada). He retired in
2005 and still resides in Winnipeg. He married Bernice
Bucksovich (Arden) in 1963 and they have three sons. Sean
is a massage therapist and lives and works in Colorado.
Kurt is an architect and lives in Vancouver and Brett, also
an architect, lives in Winnipeg. His wife Bernice passed
away in 1997.
Marilynne pursued a career in nursing and graduated
from Winnipeg Children’s Hospital in 1964. She continued to work at the Children’s Hospital in the operating
room for many years and then she chose to utilize her
nursing knowledge as a medical sales representative,
working in Winnipeg and Calgary until her retirement
in 2006. She continues to live in Calgary. She married
Norrie Rutherford (Minnedosa) in 1964 and they have
three daughters: Christine, Karen and Kimberley. Chris
married Jim Ingram and lives in White Rock, BC with
their three children: Jenna, Austin and Stephanie. Karen
married Mark Burgin and also lives in White Rock with
their three children: Carson, Cali and Miles. The youngest daughter, Kim, lives in Calgary with her husband John
Perrella and their children: Will and Isabel. Marilynne’s
husband Norrie passed away in 2004.
Betty graduated from U of M with a degree in Home
Economics in 1968 and worked as a Home Economist
until the travel bug got her. She toured Europe for a year
where she met her husband Jack Lloyd from Chicago.
They married in 1973 and Betty moved to Chicago where
she furthered her education. She received her Master’s
degree in Education along with completing the doctoral
course material. She continues to teach high school in the
Chicago area. Betty and Jack have two children: Tyler and
Brittany. Tyler graduated from university and now lives
and works in the Chicago area. Brittany completed her
education degree in 2006 and now works in the Chicago
area school system too.
Last, but not least, is Doug. He also graduated from
U of M in 1971 with an Agriculture degree. He worked in
the agricultural industry in Winnipeg and Selkirk before
returning to his roots in Neepawa to take over the family
farm. He and his dad worked side by side as a team enjoying each other’s company and learning from each other.
Doug increased the farming into a large operation involving cattle and grains. He married Jane Taylor (Neepawa) in
1971 and they have two children: Janna and Jason. Janna
became a teacher and is currently teaching in southern
Saskatchewan. Jason graduated from agriculture and
follows in his father’s footsteps by farming the family
farm with his dad.
Doug and Jane built their own house in the same farmyard and continue to live there. Both have been and still
are very involved in the Neepawa district, always lending
a helping hand when needed.

McLAREN, MALCOM and LILY
Submitted by Bill and Betty McLaren
Malcom McLaren was born in Sterlingshire, Scotland
in 1812. He married Lily McPhail in Gault, ON on Feb. 11,
1850. They have five sons and two daughters that reached
adulthood.
Malcom, seeking greater opportunities for his family
came west on a scouting trip as far as Portage la Prairie in
1876. He liked what he saw and returned home. His two
eldest sons, John and Duncan came to the Neepawa area
the following summer. At harvest time, they bound wheat
for Adam McKensie just south of the village of Arden.
John moved to Carberry where he took up land.
Duncan, a machinist, remained in the Union district,
homesteading SW ¼ 36-14-15. The SE ¼ 35-14-15 was
his pre-emption, later taking a second homestead in the
Sinclairville district.

Mr. and Mrs. Duncan McLaren, 1920’s
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Malcom McLaren and the other members of his family
came west in 1878, settling in Carberry in 1879.
Duncan sold his original homestead in 1886 and
moved to SE ¼ 5-15-14, which he purchased from Robert
Riddle.

First McLaren house on SE 5-15-14
McLarens have resided on this land since that time.
The first house was built of logs. In 1905, a large frame
house was built using a train car-load of 2 x 4’s spiked
together for the outside walls. This house was moved on
Dec. 5, 2002 and now sits on Crocus Hill road, north of
Minnedosa.

Herb and Mary McLaren, wedding Dec. 24, 1930

The new house Duncan McLaren built in 1905 on SE
5-15-14. It was moved in 2002
Duncan and Mary Brydon were married May 21, 1873
in Waterloo, ON. They have nine children:
John born 1874 married Elizabeth Drysdale
Robert born 1875 married Agnes Pollock (marriage
annulled)
William born 1878 bachelor
Lily born 1880 married James Newell
Violet born 1882 married William Pollock
Nettie born 1884 never married
Nellie born 1886 married Arthur Goulsbra
James Herbert born 1889 married Mary Thomson
Eva born 1892 never married died at age 24.
Duncan sold his farm to his youngest son, Herbert in
1919. Herbert married Mary Thomson on Dec. 24, 1930.
Herbert lived his entire life on the farm and died May 12,
1971. Mary died Aug. 30, 1991.

Bill and Betty McLaren, wedding Sept. 2, 1961
Herb and Mary have one son, William, born 1938. Bill
married Betty McCullough, Sept. 2, 1961. They have four
daughters: Corina, Hylin, Nola and Vanessa.
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Back Row: Glynn Warnica, Nola Warnica, Bill McLaren,
Joshua Jackson, Betty McLaren, Mark Blondin
Middle Row: Kensie Hollier, Dylan Blondin,
Brette Hollier, Megan Wanica, Bailey Wright (cousin),
Brandice Hollier, Amy Warnica, Vanessa Jackson,
Joey Jackson.
Front Row: Corina Blondin, Matthew Warnica,
Hylin Hollier

Edith McLarty 1951
Edith was the daughter of Donald and Minnie
Ferguson. Donald came to farm in the Franklin district
from Renfrew, ON, and Minnie was one of the daughters
of Duncan Laing. Duncan Laing’s story is in HeritageNeepawa history book published in 1983. Edith has two
sisters, Ethel and Gladys. Edith was born in 1897, the
eldest of the three daughters. They lived on a farm just west
and north of Franklin, which was less than a mile from the
McLarty farm. Edith attended school in Franklin.

Corina, born 1968 married Mark Blondin, and they
have one son, Dylan Paul born 1999.
Hylin, born 1968 married Kelvin Hollier and they have
three daughters, Brandice born 1992, Kensie born 1994,
and Brette born 1997.
Nola, born 1971 married Glynn Warnica and they have
two daughters and one son: Megan born 1995, Amy born
1998, and Matthew born 2001.
Vanessa, born 1974 married Joseph Jackson and they
have one son, Joshua born 1998.
In 2007, Bill and Betty still live on the family farm
which has been owned by the McLaren family for 121
years.

McLARTY, NEIL and EDITH
Submitted by Marlene McLarty and the Family
Neil and Edith McLarty were residents of the Franklin
area, as well as Neepawa. Neil, along with his parents,
Hector and Jane McLarty, and brothers, Doug, Malcolm
(Mac), and George moved to a farm two miles west of
Franklin in 1913. They had come originally from Glencoe,
ON, and farmed at Reston, MB before moving to Franklin.
We suspect they moved here due to good reports of the
district from Jane’s brother George Brodie, who was an
early settler here.
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balmy summer nights or stroll to the Riverbend Park. Mum
would arrange for gardeners to plant the flowerbeds, and
keep the lawns trim and neat. She would disappear in the
evenings, and sometimes very early in the morning, to
do the necessary chores to keep the offices, hallways and
rooms clean and ready for the next day’s business.
Memories of the Grandchildren – Edith and Neil
have 19 grandchildren. Sadly, Neil passed away before
the grandchildren began to arrive, but we all certainly have
wonderful memories of Grandma McLarty. At grandma’s
there was always a cookie jar full of chocolate chip cookies in the cupboard, and homemade buns on Sunday with
chicken dinner, which was eaten at the kid’s table of course.
Grandma had a garden with a terrific raspberry patch,
and made the best jelly ever. We all think of Grandma
McLarty when we eat raspberry jelly to this day. Many
of us sported new pajamas at Christmas, that had been
lovingly made on her vintage treadle sewing machine.
Some of the scraps from those pajamas showed up later
in great-grandchildren’s baby quilts, which made them
even more precious.
When most people look at the County Courthouse in
Neepawa, they see a beautiful historic building, but when
we look at it we see Grandma’s house! We all remember
the great long hallway down the center of the apartment
where you could run and slide for a long, long way on
the shiny floor. There was the “measuring wall”, where
we all lined up to have our heights recorded. There was
the spooky coal bin that we were not supposed to go into,
and that great big steam boiler that made all kinds of
thumps and bangs in the night. One of our favorite things
to do, was to sneak quietly into Grandma’s room, and
sit on her bed and listen to the noises from the Saturday
night “guests” coming from the town’s one jail cell which
was just on the other side of the wall. If we got caught,
Grandma would chase us out and give us a lecture about
snooping, which never really stopped us from wanting to
sneak in again.
Staying with Grandma at the courthouse was always
fun. If we could get up early enough, Grandma would
let us come upstairs while she cleaned the offices. It was
great fun going into the courtroom and sentencing each
other to all kinds of horrible punishments. Watching the
afternoon horseshoe games that were played through the
summer in the horseshoe pits behind the courthouse was
always entertaining. We also loved running around the
fountain on a hot summer day. We were never allowed to
jump in and get wet, but the fountain was still one of our
favorite places to play. Trips to Rey’s Bakery were always
fun, but took forever because Grandma was always visiting
with friends on the street. We can still remember the smell
of the fresh bread and cinnamon buns as we waited and
starved until the visits were over and we could move on
our way. Another special treat was a trip to Agassiz for a

Neil and Edith were married on Apr. 4, 1923. Having
had previous experience working for Weir’s hardware
and Marshall Wells stores in Winnipeg, he pursued a
business career by purchasing McDermott’s General
Store in Franklin. It became known as McLarty’s store.
Unfortunately, the store became a casualty of the Great
Depression, so the family had to move on and make the
best of the hand that was dealt them. Edith used to tell of
how Neil worked on the relief crews that the government
established, and was part of the crews that helped build
the town site of Wasagaming at Clear Lake. He was also
a caretaker at the Franklin School.
In the spring of 1943, Edith and Neil moved from
Franklin with their family of five to the Connell house,
south of Neepawa. Neil and eldest son Donald, worked at
the airport, at Number Thirty Five Elementary Training
School, where pilots were trained during World War
II. Neil and Edith became the resident caretakers at the
Courthouse in Neepawa in 1947, where he and Edith
lived in an apartment in the basement. After his death in
February of 1950, Edith assumed his duties, and remained
as caretaker for a total of 25 years, until her retirement in
1972, at 75 years of age.
Edith was very involved in the community, an active
member of the Knox Presbyterian Church, Women’s
Institute and the Anemone Rebekah Lodge #22. While
still living in Franklin, she was a member of the Franklin
Women’s Missionary Society. She was very active in the
community until failing health prevented her from further
endeavors, and moved to East View Lodge. She passed
away on Jan. 24, 1989 at the age of 91.
Edith and Neil have six children. Ruth married Walter
Sans and became a nurse. Donald left to enlist in the army
when he came of age, and later married Marlene Petrie.
They moved to Ontario, and then to British Columbia,
where they retired near Quesnel. Jack married Jean
Browning and took up farming in the Ogilvie district.
Bill married Marjorie Wilkinson of Arden, and worked
in the trucking business, both as a driver and manager
before retiring in Winnipeg. Keith married Margaret Smith,
was employed by Manitoba Hydro and retired in Stoney
Mountain, MB. Kathleen Jean was born in 1932. She had
been born with serious health problems, and at the time
the doctor said she would only live a day or two. Edith
took her home anyway, and with lots of tender loving care
was able to have her for three weeks. It must have been
a heartbreaking experience, and all too common in those
days. The baby is buried at the Minnedosa Cemetery in
the McLarty family plot.
Family memories – The young families would come
from Winnipeg on weekends or on vacation to visit Mum,
often bringing friends. It was a warm and welcoming place.
There was an enclosed garden where she grew vegetables
and maintained a raspberry patch. We would sit there on
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esting cities including London, Cherbourg, France, New
Orleans and Calgary before settling in Sugar Land, Texas.
Dave works as an engineer in the petroleum industry while
Arleigh has pursued a career in education. They have two
children: Krista (Mark) Wittig and David.
Son, George, married Patricia (Pat) Gellner of Southey,
SK. They live in Ottawa where George retired from a career
in federal public service and moved into a second career in
the travel industry. Pat worked as a teacher and children’s
entertainer (Patticakes the Clown) and now teaches English
to new Canadians. They have three children: Claire, Sheryl
and Grant.
Bob passed away in 2001 and Gladie now resides in
Elks Manor where many lifelong friends also live. She is
fortunate to have many nieces and nephews in and around
Neepawa who are very kind to her. Arleigh and Dave are
now the fourth generation to own the family farm.

monster ice cream cone or sometimes a milkshake at the
Royal Café that came in a big metal cup with the mixer
so we could pour our share out into glasses. Of course,
the Roxy Theatre was right across the street for Saturday
matinee movies, but only if we were good.
There was a collected sigh of relief among the McLarty
grandchildren when it was decided to restore the courthouse a few years ago, rather than let it deteriorate. After
all, it is Grandma’s House!!

McLAUGHLIN, BOB and GLADIE
Submitted by George and Arleigh
Irwin (Bob) and Gladys (Gladie) McLaughlin
(Davidson) were both born and grew up in the Neepawa
area. They were married in 1941 and resided on the family
farm at SE 9-15-15 in the RM of Rosedale for the next 60
years. They were the third McLaughlin family to work the
farm, after Bob’s grandparents, George and Sarah, and his
parents, Jim and Nellie.
Bob and Gladie raised two children: Arleigh and
George. After they had left home, Gladie returned to
school to study nursing and worked at East View Lodge
until her retirement from nursing in 1985.
Bob never really retired from farming. Although he
phased out of the business, he never completely gave it up.
For many years, he continued to work with his nephew,
Jim McLaughlin, during seeding and harvest.
Both Bob and Gladie enjoyed their garden on the farm,
although their specialties differed. Bob planted marvelous vegetable gardens with rows straight as an arrow and
equal distances apart, while Gladie raised a profusion of
beautiful flowers. They also both enjoyed curling and later
traveling to visit with their children and grandchildren.

McLAUGHLIN, J.V. and NELLIE
Submitted by Mary McLaughlin
Refer to page 632 in Heritage book for early history.
In 2006, sadly we report the passing of both J.V. and
Nellie McLaughlin, three sons: Harold, Arthur and Irwin
(Bob) and grandson Vince Martin. Sadly, in January,
2007, Harold’s widow, Lena passed away, leaving daughter, Dorothy Haugen of Kelowna, with son Trevor, and
husband Hermon, two widows, Mary and Gladys and
many grandchildren as survivors. Living happily, Mary
and Gladys reside in a senior’s block in Neepawa enjoying
families and some very close friends.
Art and Mary lived on the family farm SW 17-15-15
(1940-1986) where they enjoyed 50 years of happy farm
life, and with lots of love, and a sturdy wooden spoon –
raised their four children: Linda (Vince) Martin, Marie
(Bill) Gordon, Jim (Colleen Orchard), and Blair (Cheryl
Wallace). The farm was a century farm in 2005-06 being
owned by George Sr., James V., James Arthur, and James
W. McLaughlin.
Linda nurses in Brandon. Marie retired from teaching
– farms and has fun. James farms and Blair has managed
the Food Processors for 30 years. Mary taught school for
22 years, but suffered a severe stroke in 2001 which ended
her many enjoyable volunteering efforts. She is still interested in “All things Senior”, the church, new care home
and playing a good game of cards.
There are eight grandchildren in Mary and Art’s family,
three of Linda’s: Tom, in Ottawa, Darin, an engineer in
Brandon, Shawna (Wray) – a Beatrice milk business in
Winnipeg. Marie’s daughter is Jacquie Gordon – with
MNP Agricultural business in Brandon. Blair’s children
are Miles – a mechanic in Strathmore, AB, and Michelle
– employed in Winnipeg. Jim’s son, Sean is taking Grade

Pat McLaughlin, George McLaughlin,
Gladie McLaughlin, Arleigh Kalinowski,
Dave Kalinowski (January, 2007)
Their daughter, Arleigh, married David (Dave)
Kalinowski, also of Neepawa. They lived in many inter566

Donald was born May 1, 1946 on his grandparent’s,
(Charles and Elizabeth (McMillan) McGorman) farm north
of Kelwood. He was raised in Kelwood attending both the
elementary and high schools. Finishing school in 1965,
Donald went to work for Manitoba Hydro as a lineman.
On Aug. 20, 1946, I was born at Neepawa Hospital.
My first years were spent in the Neepawa area and in
1953 we moved to Riding Mountain where I attended the
Riding Mountain School and Kelwood High School. After
school, I started working for Manitoba Telephone System
in Kelwood as a telephone operator.
When first married, we lived in Kelwood for a few
months, then rented a house just outside of Riding
Mountain. We started our family on Jan. 26, 1971 with
the birth of our daughter, Suzanne Elizabeth. Crystal-Lyn
Marie joined our family Mar. 17, 1973. In the summer of
1975, we bought the farm of Harry and Ann Bywater (S
½ 26-18-15). Donald was still working so I had a lot to
learn when cows came to the farm especially during calving season. Our son, Douglas Donald John was born on
June 18, 1977. In the fall of 1987, I started working as a
clerk at Hargreave’s Drugstore in Neepawa. We decided
to sell our farm in 1988 and moved to the Neepawa area
buying the home quarter of Jack and Laura McKee (NE
17-15-15). We downsized our cattle herd just bringing a
few cows and our horses with us. Our farm started to grow
again, when Douglas started to farm with us.
Donald retired from Manitoba Hydro in 2003 and
became a full time farmer. I left Neepawa Pharmacy in
2005 to organize the farmers.
Suzanne graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute in 1989, going on to the University of Manitoba
to earn a Bachelor of Education in 1993. She started her
teaching career at the fly-in community of Island Lake.
From there, she moved to Peguis Central School where
she taught until moving into Winnipeg. Suzanne married
Robert William, son of Rod and Rosalind Mole of St.
Johns, NFLD on July 22, 1995 at St. James Anglican
Church, Neepawa. They made their home in Winnipeg
where Cassidy Grace, our first grandchild joined our
family Apr. 11, 1997, arriving just before the flood of the
century. Tanner William Charles was born on Apr. 6, 1999.
They continue to work and reside in Winnipeg.
After graduating from NACI in 1991, Crystal attended
the U of M enrolled in Education. In 1995, she graduated with a Bachelor of Education. Peguis Central School
was where she started teaching, staying there until 1999
when she joined the Swan Valley School Division. Crystal
married Kevin Ross, son of Lorne and Patti Clelland of
Swan River, MB on July 17, 1999 at Neepawa United
Church. They started their family with Rhiana Marie on
July 23, 2002. Sierra Cameron was born on Aug. 9, 2005.
Crystal and Kevin both work in the Swan River area along
with farming with Kevin’s parents.

12. Cheryl’s daughter, Kerri is married to Bryan Sigardson
and is a pharmacy assistant in Lundar, MB. Laura Martin
is the great grandchild, daughter of Darin and Tracy, and
is three years old.

Back Row L to R: Linda Martin,
Blair Hugh McLaughlin, James Weldon McLaughlin
Front Row L to R: Mary McLaughlin, Marie Gordon
(McLaughlin)
Dorothy E. McLaughlin (Haugen) passed away
October, 2007 at Kelowna, BC, the last of that generation
at age 88.
As of November, 2007, two widows survive: Gladys
(Davidson) McLaughlin (Bob), and Mary (Campbell)
McLaughlin (Art).

McLEOD, DONALD and BARBARA-ANN
Submitted by Barbara McLeod
On July 6, 1968, Donald Charles, only son of John and
Edith (McGorman) McLeod and I, Barbara-Ann Marie,
only daughter of John and Elsie (Norton) Render were
married at St. John’s Anglican Church in Kelwood, MB.

John and Elsie Render, Barbara and Donald McLeod,
Edith and John McLeod
July, 1968
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McLEOD, WARREN and CONNIE
Warren, Connie and family moved to Neepawa from
Morden, MB in October, 1987. Warren was employed with
Beautiful Plains Credit Union and Connie with East View
Lodge. The children: Pamela was in Grade 2 and Kevin
was in Kindergarten. Both children enjoyed their sports.
Pamela was involved in track and field, basketball, baseball, golf and soccer. The girl’s basketball team won the
zones in both 1995-1996 and 1997-1998 seasons. She won
the Neepawa Golf Club girls Junior Club championship in
1995. She continues her passion of baseball today, playing in a highly competitive commercial league in Calgary.
Kevin’s favorites were hockey and golf. He played minor
and high school hockey right up to graduation in 2000.
Kevin’s golf highlights included representing Manitoba
and Saskatchewan at the United Commercial Traveller’s
International Junior Golf Tournament in Orlando, Florida
in 1996 and winning the juniors division of the Tamarack
at Clear Lake in 2000.
Pamela attended Assiniboine Community College in
Business Administration and worked for Westoba Credit
Union before heading to Alberta where she currently resides
and works with Legacy Savings and Credit Union.
Kevin attended Lethbridge Community College and
received his Business diploma in Golf Management in
2003. In the summer of 2002, Kevin earned his Professional
Golf Association Card and worked as an Assistant Pro
at Magrath Golf and Country Club. In the fall of 2004,
Kevin attended the University of Lethbridge attaining his
Business degree in 2005 and is currently employed at First
Choice Savings and Credit Union in Lethbridge, AB.

Back Row: Tanya and Douglas McLeod, Crystal, Sierra,
Kevin and Rhiana Clelland, Suzanne,
Cassidy and Tanner Mole
Front Row: Barbara, Edith and Donald McLeod,
Rob Mole

Chloe McLeod (daughter of Douglas and Tanya)

McMURRAY, JIM and EFFIE

Douglas graduated in 1995 from NACI, starting
to work in the construction industry. During this time,
Douglas started farming with us. In 2003, he purchased
a mobile home putting it north of our home. He became
a full time farmer in 2004. Douglas and Tanya Arlene,
daughter of Murry and Eleanor Jarvis of Neepawa were
married Aug. 5, 2006 in a garden wedding at their home.
Tanya teaches at Plumas Elementary School along with
taking a major part in the farming operation. Douglas and
Tanya started their family on Oct. 22, 2007 with the birth
of their daughter, Chloe Paige.
The Render family history is in the Brookdale and
Riding Mountain history books. My father, John William,
passed away in 1970 and my mother, Elsie left us in
2003.
The McLeod and McGorman histories are in the
Kelwood and Arden history books. Donald’s father,
John McLeod, passed away in 1973. His mother, Edith
Katherine, still lives in her own home in Kelwood.

Submitted by Cathy Ford
Jim and Effie McMurray moved to Neepawa from
Hartney, MB in 1968. Jim was employed as a partsman for
Canadian Co-operative Implements Ltd (CCIL). They have
three children: Cathy, born in 1958 at Melita, MB; Rick,
born in Melita in 1960; and Deanna, born in Hartney in
1967. While raising the family, Effie worked part-time at
several different jobs, her favorite and longest as a Nurse’s
Aide at Neepawa Hospital. Upon retirement, they moved
to Brandon in the spring of 1999.
All three children obtained most of their schooling
in Hazel M. Kellington School, Viscount Junior High,
and Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. Cathy graduated in 1976 and received a Bookkeeping diploma from
Assiniboine Community College in 1977. Rick graduated
in 1978 and immediately began working in the wholesale
building supplies field, beginning as a sales clerk, and
working up to supervision/management positions over the
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school hockey and football at a provincial level and is
currently in Grade 9. The Nicholson’s enjoyed being a
host family to two exchange students: Karolin Ecke from
Berlin, Germany; and Mayte Soures from Campo, Grande,
Brazil.

years. Deanna graduated in 1985 and attended Scientific
School of Beauty in Winnipeg where she became a hairdresser.
In 1979, Cathy married Angus Ford (eldest son of
John and Marjorie Ford) of Eden. Angus had previously
purchased the Tom Trickett farm west of Eden, and this is
where they lived until 1982. At that time, they moved into
the town of Eden into the former “Dr. Bugg” home, where
they still reside today. Several years ago, Cathy found out
that Dr. Bugg was a cousin to her great-grandfather, who
was from the Napinka, MB area.
Angus farmed in the Eden area with his brother Frank
for many years, while working as an electrician for John’s
Electric Ltd. In 1992, he and Cathy purchased the business from former owner, John Bamlett. Cathy worked for
Gill and Schmall Agencies for 21 years, before quitting
in 2000, to work full time with Angus at their electrical
contracting business.
They have three children: Ryan (1982), Kyle (1985)
and Aydra (1990). They all received their education beginning at Birnie Nursery School and continuing on to J. M.
Young School at Eden, and NACI, where Aydra is still a
student. Ryan graduated in 2000 and later obtained his
Journeyman Electrician status while working at the family
business. He is engaged to be married in October of 2007,
to Corrie Forsman of Neepawa (daughter of Kim and Kelly
Forsman). Kyle graduated from high school in 2003 and
is currently completing his Education degree at Brandon
University.
In 1990, Rick married Maria Kotyk of Winnipeg. They
reside in North Kildonan. Maria is a Guidance Counselor
at Sisler High School in Winnipeg. Rick is presently
employed as inventory manager at Weyerhauser. They have
two daughters: Hayley, born in 1993; and Quinn born in
1995. Both girls keep busy with McDonnell School of
Irish Dance, Fantasy Theatre for Young People and youth
soccer.
Deanna married Patrick Nicholson (son of Mel and
Janet Nicholson), in 1986. They reside on the family farm
northwest of Neepawa in the home of Pat’s grandparents,
Jack and Dorothy Nicholson. Deanna operates a home hair
salon and Pat has been employed at Springhill Farms Hog
Processing Plant since 1986. He began as a member of the
“sanitation crew”, later becoming Computer Operations
Manager and has been General Manager since 2005. They
have four children: Adam (1987), Jaella (1989), Scott
(1992). Their fourth child, Rosemitah (Mitah) Gislene
Pierre was born in Deye-Mon, Haiti on Apr. 21, 1998 and
came home to her Canadian family in May of 2002. Adam
graduated in 2005 and is currently working as an apprentice electrician at John’s Electric Ltd. Jaella is graduating
in 2006. She will be participating in a Rotary Exchange,
hopefully to Brazil, before continuing on with her postsecondary education. Scott is actively involved in high

McNAIR, JAMES and ISABEL
James and Isabel McNair emigrated to Neepawa from
Kilmartin, Argyllshire, Scotland in 1906. They had two
children: Archie aged four and Joan aged two. James
McNair had previously served in the British Army in
India.
They settled in the Osprey district where they took up
farming. Isabel died in 1917 at the age of 56, so James was
left a widower with two children. He felt it very important that they be educated and Joan graduated from the
school of nursing in Saskatoon, SK in 1927. She married
Cecil Bellward in Lloydminster. They have two children,
Robert and Ann. Joan became the Matron of the hospital
in Lloydminster, a position she held until the time of her
death from cancer in 1956, age 52.
Archie continued to live with his father and he helped
with the farm. In 1933, Archie married Florence Graham,
a granddaughter of Peter Graham, one of the first settlers
in Neepawa.
Florence and Archie farmed first in the Dumfries
district and moved to Union district in 1937. James lived
with Archie and Florence. They had a daughter Jean in
1933 and a son James who died in infancy in 1939.
Archie loved farming. He was very active in the 4-H
movement. He was leader of the Circle C Calf Club for
years and was leader of the Springhill Seed Club. In the
first days of radio, the Farm Forum group used to meet
at McNair’s.
Florence was a talented seamstress and helped the
4-H clubs in many projects. She also was a member of the
Union Women’s Institute. They lived in Union district until
retirement in 1961, when they sold the farm to Charles
Nugent, and moved into Neepawa. Archie died in 1966
at age 64. Florence lived until 1990 when she died at age
86.
Their daughter, Jean, went to Union School until Grade
8, then to Neepawa Collegiate Institute until Grade 12.
After graduation, she joined the local branch of Canadian
Imperial Bank of Commerce.
In 1955, she married Fred Huard, an officer in the
Royal Canadian Air Force. They moved to Ottawa where
two daughters were born: Michaela in 1956 and Ingrid
in 1957. A son Fred, was born in Winnipeg in 1958. The
family then moved to Middleton, NS where Fred was a
navigator on 405 Squadron. Another daughter Mercedes
and a son Allan, were born in Nova Scotia.
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The McNally family emigrated to Durham County,
ON from County Cavan, Ireland around 1850. Before
1861, George, his parents and siblings moved to Brant
Township, Bruce County, ON. On Apr. 1, 1868, George
born ca. 1825 County Cavan, Ireland, son of William and
Catherine McNally, married Margaret Clark(e) born 1852
in Ireland, daughter of William and Matilda Clark(e) in
Brant Twp., Bruce Co., ON.

The children spent their early years in schools in
Middleton. In 1968, Fred was transferred to Montreal,
QC, which was a culture shock for the whole family but
one they all embraced. Jean returned to the workforce at
CIBC in Montreal in 1968.
1972 was the last move for the whole family. Fred was
transferred to Canadian Forces Base, Summerside, PEI. He
died in a car accident in 1975. Jean and the children stayed
in Summerside, where the children were all in school and
Jean was working at CIBC. She retired in 1993 and presently lives on a small farm near Summerside.
Michaela went to Dalhousie University in Halifax.
Ingrid died in 1976. Fred Jr. and Mercedes both joined
the Canadian Armed Forces. Mercedes was killed in an
accident in Alberta in 1989. Allan graduated in 1984 from
St. Francis Xavier University in Antigonish, NS.
Michaela married Greg Hibberd in 1981. They live in
Ottawa with their two children, Alex and Elena.
Allan married Ellarose Brophy in 1984; they have two
children, Warren and Thea and presently live in Bathurst.
NB.
After Fred Jr. left the Armed Forces, he spent several
years working in the Canadian Arctic. He now resides with
his mother, Jean McNair, in Prince Edward Island.
Around 1955, Florence and Archie adopted their foster
son, Robert. He went through the local school system and
was also in 4-H. He joined the Royal Canadian Navy and
spent the rest of his life in Nova Scotia. He married and
he and his wife have two daughters and a son, all of whom
presently live in the Lunenburg area of Nova Scotia.

David and Mary (Clancy) McNally

McNALLY, GEORGE and MARGARET
Submitted by Beverley Supeene

Margaret Clark(e) McNally

Robert McNally World War I
570

George and Margaret have ten children, all born
in Ontario: Catherine Elizabeth (1869-1928) married
Joseph J. McAulay; William George (1871-?) married
Olive Elizabeth Ducklow (1884-1970); Mary Emma
(1876-1922) married Hugh Campbell; Robert J. (1878-?);
Samuel Herbert (1880-1914); David William (1883-1949)
married Mary Clancy (Clancey); Henry W. (1884-?); Eva
May (1886-?); Thomas E. (1888-1945); Clara Matilda
(1890-1953) married Oscar “Leo” Leopold Clancey
(Clancy).
In 1891, the oldest child, Catherine went to Minnedosa
and then the rest of the family followed. In 1901, they
lived in the RM of Lansdowne and in 1906, Neepawa
area at 28-15-15. George died in 1904 in the RM of
Rosedale and Margaret lived with her daughter, Mary E.
Campbell in St. Boniface and died in 1922. Both George
and Margaret are buried at the Arden Cemetery. Catherine
and Joseph J. McAulay moved to Coal Lake, AB in 1912;
William George and Olive (Ducklow) McNally moved to
Saskatchewan; Mary Emma and Hugh Campbell moved to
St. Boniface; David William and Mary (Clancy) McNally
and Clara and Oscar “Leo” Clancy lived in the area all
their lives.

Ice Cream Party at the McPhail Farm (on a postcard)
Back Row L to R: Ida, Neighbour, William, Elsie,
Marjorie
Middle Row: Jane, Muriel
Front Row: Bill

McPHAIL, WILLIAM ALEXANDER and
JANE CAULTHARD (HALL)
Submitted by Sandra Pawluk (Creasy)
William (1859-1931) was the son of Alexander McPhail
who was born in Delaware, CO, Feb. 24, 1824 and came
with the rest of the family to North Dumfries near Galt,
ON. Alexander’s father James, married July 7, 1815, was
a native of Nairnshire, Scotland. William married Jane
Hall (1869-1948) on Sept. 10, 1893 and lived at Mountain
View farm, Galt/Waterloo, ON until after the death of
his father in 1899. In 1902, he moved the family to RM
of Rosedale and farmed in the district until around 1930
when he and his wife moved into the Town of Neepawa.
He died Mar. 16, 1931 and was survived by his wife, four
daughters and one son.
Marjorie (1894-1997) married Robert George Lane
in 1922 and has one son, Robert Edward who married Vi
Cabel. Marjorie’s nursing career took her to Arborg, MB
where she was matron in the hospital until her retirement
when she moved to Winnipeg to be near her son.
Ida (1896-1997) married William Irwin Payne, a grain
buyer, and lived in Ninga, MB for many years before
moving to Winnipeg. Ida and Bill have two daughters,
Verna (Bowes) and Jean (Robinson) and one son Donald
(1924-1998).

Back Row: Bill, Ida
Front Row: Elsie, Marjorie, Jane (mother) Muriel
William (1900-1985) married Lena Mitchell and have
two sons: Leonard and Beverly. Bill and Lena made their
home in Saskatoon, SK.
Elsie (1903-1985) married Gerald Creasy and have
two daughters Sandra (Pawluk) and Margo (Oliver). Elsie
and Jerry made their homes in Grandview, Newdale and
Selkirk where their daughters continue to live.
Muriel (1907-2000) lived with her mother in Neepawa
where she made a career as a medical assistant for Dr.
Hutchinson. Later, she moved to Winnipeg and continued
her career in the Medical Arts and the Manitoba Clinic.
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MENZIES, BRUCE and WENDY

Hayley graduated from the U of M, faculty of Medicine
in 2005 and married Dana Charles Hunting Moffatt, also
a graduate of the U of M, faculty of Medicine on Sept.
3, 2005. They reside in Winnipeg where both of them
continue their studies.
Jonathan graduated from the U of W with a degree in
International Development and presently lives and works
in Winnipeg.
Kara has been studying sciences at the University of
Waterloo.
Thomas is currently studying music at the School of
Music at BU.

Submitted by Wendy Menzies
Bruce, son of Dr. James Campbell Menzies and Hazel
Margaret Menzies (nee Godkin) was born and raised in
the community of Morden, MB. Wendy, daughter of John
Douglas Wilton and Leona Maureen Wilton (nee Foster),
was born in Carman, MB and raised on a family farm near
Roland, MB.
After graduating from high school, Bruce attended the
University of Winnipeg where he received his Bachelor of
Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees, and later attended the
University of Manitoba and Brandon University to obtain
his Certification in Education and Bachelor of Education
with a Certificate of Special Education. Wendy attended
BU where she obtained her Certification of Education and
Bachelor of Music Degree.
Wendy taught elementary grades in the public school
system in Portage la Prairie and Starbuck, MB.
Bruce and Wendy were married on Aug. 6, 1977 in
Roland. They lived in Winnipeg for one year and later
moved to McCreary, where Bruce taught sciences from
Grades 8-12.
Bruce and Wendy have four children who where all
born in the McCreary Hospital: Hayley Wendelyn (Moffatt)
(May 28, 1979), Jonathan Bruce (Jan. 3, 1982), Kara Laura
(Jan. 8, 1984) and Thomas James (Sept. 2, 1986). The
family was active participants in various aspects of the
community.

MEYERS, BRADLEY and TRACEY
The big yellow brick house with the turret on the east
side of Saskatchewan Drive was built in 1900 by Hugh D.
McCamis and remained in the McCamis family until 1974.
The family operated the local grocery and general store
under the McCamis name for 100 years. The McCamis
family is well remembered for three generations of
community involvement and service.
Bradley Meyers and Tracey Winthrop-Meyers
purchased the heritage house in Arden in 1994 becoming
the fourth owners of the McCamis house. Built on a stone
foundation with a full basement and brick clad exterior,
the character home is a tribute to early construction quality
and pride of workmanship.
Since the Meyers’ return to Manitoba from Alberta in
2000, the house has experienced many upgrades. The roof
was replaced, the third floor attic opened up and the wall
between the original kitchen and dining room removed.
New electrical, plumbing, insulation, poly and drywall
were installed and reclaimed hardwood floors throughout.
Kitchen cupboard fronts (the cupboards were built to fit
the doors) are from the previous Clark house which stood
south of the Yellowhead highway outside of Arden.
With new windows and a geo-thermal heating system,
the 107 year old home is energy efficient – the equivalent
of a new built home. The success of the house restoration
and exterior border gardens are due in large part to family
and friends who contributed in many ways.
Bradley, eldest son of Gerald and Maureen Meyers
was raised on his parent’s farm near Wellwood. Brad
graduated high school from Carberry Collegiate and from
Brandon Assiniboine Community College with an Applied
Agricultural diploma.
Tracey, eldest daughter of Don and Wendy Winthrop
graduated high school from McCreary Collegiate and
attended Brandon University in a General Studies Certified
General Accountants program. Brad and Tracey were
married in Carberry in 1987.

L to R: Thomas James, Kara Laura, Donald Bruce,
Wendelyn Maureen, Jonathan Bruce, Hayley Wendelyn,
Dana Charles Hunting Moffatt
Bruce and Wendy moved to Neepawa in the summer
of 1989, where Bruce continued to teach sciences at the
junior and senior grades. Wendy continues to teach music
and volunteer in various groups in the community. She was
elected to the Neepawa Town Council in 2006, appointed
Deputy Mayor and is continuing with those duties.
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They raised three children: Barry of Neepawa; Lois
(Lloyd Graham) of Eden, and Glen (Annette) of Flin Flon.
They resided on the farm until 1968, when they moved to
Neepawa (466 Fourth Avenue.)
Mack and Hazel continued living in their house.
Mack passed away in December, 1987. Hazel lived in
the house until 1992 when she sold the house and moved
to Yellowhead Manor. In 2000, she moved to East View
Lodge. She passed away in March, 2005.

After moves to Moose Jaw, SK and Red Deer, AB,
they arrived in Edmonton, where Tracey managed residential, commercial and commercial real estate and
earned her RPA designation. Tracey went on to become a
Certified Antique Appraiser and made use of an Interior
Design certificate during the house restoration process.
Her interest in health and healing led her to become a
registered Reiki Master and Trainer. Tracey has been on
the Lansdowne Heritage committee and worked with the
Arden Organic Elevator.
It was in Edmonton that Brad decided to pursue his
interest in auctioneering and received his Auctioneer
diploma in Mason City, Iowa in 1991. Brad is a certified Canadian Personal Property Appraiser, Past President
of the Manitoba Auctioneers Association and member of
the Auctioneers Association of Canada. Brad has worked
with numerous auction companies conducting commercial,
industrial equipment and retail sales across Canada.

MILLER, DAVID and ALDA
Submitted by Alda I. Miller
My father, Edwin Taylor, was adopted in 1907, when
he was only 7 years old, by Alec and Helen (Bruce)
McCombe who lived on SW 23-15-17 in the RM of
Minto. He received his education at Coldstream School
#435 in the RM of Rosedale, which was 2 ¾ miles from
his home.
On Apr. 11, 1930, Edwin bought the SE 23-15-17 from
Richard Leonard for $7,500.
On Oct. 9, 1935, Edwin married Emma L.M. Rath at
her home on SW 19-15-16 in the RM of Rosedale. They
lived on their farm in the RM of Minto until 1943. By
this time, they had three children. I am the eldest born in
1937. Donald William was born in 1939 and Carol Ferne
was born in 1942.
In 1943, my parents bought the S ½ of 19-15-16 (RM
of Rosedale) from my grandfather, W.J. Rath. They moved
in the fall but continued to farm the land in the RM of
Minto until my brother took over. Don farmed until his
death on Dec. 7, 1979.
Carol owned the E ½ of 23-15-17 until 1990, when
my husband, David, and I took ownership.
This property is very scenic with rolling hills, meadows and many acres of trees. Stoney Creek runs through
the meadow and the Carlton Trail is close to our house.
It is on the SE of 23-15-17 that my husband chose a
location to build our retirement home. The deciding factor
was water. In 2000, he had a 31 foot well drilled and he
found good drinking water. In 2001, he began building our
house which was completed in 2006. We moved in during
the last week of November.
David and I were married on June 29, 1957 in the
United Church at Franklin. Being teachers, we lived and
taught school at Rathwell, Cardale and Woodlands. David’s
first school was Orange Ridge, east of Birnie, with eight
grades and 30 or more students. My first year of teaching
was at Plumas with a Grade 5 and 6 class.
We moved to Neepawa in 1966, where David taught
Grades 7 and 8 for two years. In 1968, we moved to acreage near Eden where he taught for eight years. In 1969, we
moved a house trailer to our own land two miles north of

MIKKELSEN, MACK and HAZEL
Submitted by Lois Graham
See Neepawa Land of Plenty 1883-1983 pg. 598
Mack was born on the family farm, SW 21-12-15
to Mikael and Dagmar Mikkelsen, on Nov. 3, 1906. He
married Hazel Martin, daughter of Tom and Ellen Martin,
on Oct. 31, 1936.

Back Row: Barry, Mack, Glen
Front Row: Hazel, Lois (Graham)
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Brandon, MB; Derek Randolph Jason, born May 5, 1981
in Yorkton, SK.
Lindsay graduated in 1996 from Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute and is currently both a dietary aide
and healthcare aide at East View Lodge. Lindsay has one
daughter: Madison Sydney Jolene, born June 10, 1998 in
Neepawa. Madison is currently a Grade 3 student at HMK
School. She spends some of her free time in extracurricular
activities such as Neepawa Minor Hockey and the Belles,
Beaux and Builders 4-H club.
Derek played a year of junior hockey here with the
Neepawa Natives after graduating from NACI in 1999.
He moved on to play his final year of junior hockey with
the Nanaimo Clippers in British Columbia and from there
moved to Superior, Wisconsin for four years of university.
Derek, studying the sciences, on a hockey scholarship, is
currently playing his first year of hockey with the Elmira
Jackals in New York, United States.
Rhonda Lynn married Gordon Schellenberg on Aug.
4, 1984 in Gladstone, MB. She is divorced and resides in
Winnipeg and is a self-employed management consultant.
Rhonda and Gord have one son: Robert Chase, born June
5, 1991 in Winnipeg, MB.
Sandra Lee married Daryle Kaskiw on May 21, 2005
in Winnipeg. Daryle was born Oct. 9, 1961. Daryle and
Sandra currently reside in Winnipeg.
Brent Norman married Laura Lynn Oswald on July
23, 1994 in Waldersee, MB. Laura was born July 24,
1970. Brent is the Service Advisor at Westward Ford in
Neepawa. They currently reside in Glenella and have three
children:- Kelsey Hope, born Mar. 18, 1998 in Neepawa;
Halle Mackenzie, born Feb. 26, 2000 in Brandon; Braden
Norman, born Nov. 18, 2004 in Neepawa.

the Elk Ranch School corner. We lived in the trailer until
1972, when we moved into a house we built on the NE of
22-17-16. By this time, we owned seven quarters of land.
We raised beef cattle on this land for several years.
After Don died, David and I began farming his land
and in 1980, we planted our first crop on the S ½ of
19-15-16.
In 1983, we sold our cattle and moved to the farm
which is 2 ½ miles north of Franklin. We wanted to
farm and David had many skills which made our farming venture a success such as welding and the ability to
repair machinery.
David was a good athlete. He played hockey and
baseball most of his life. While teaching, he coached his
students in several sports including volleyball.
Our children received their education in Eden and
Neepawa. We are very proud of our family. Giselle Marie,
born in 1959, is married to Michael Kraychy. They have
two daughters: Krystal Leia and Karra Faye. Karra is
married to Cristian Martinez.
Angela Maureen was born in 1967. She is married
to Sjerp Kaastra. They have two children: a son, Hayden
Taylor, and a daughter, Nicole Alyson.
Mark David was born in 1969. From this marriage
they have three children: Shealan Erin, Breanne Isobel
and Nate Elias.
We celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary this year.
We have been fortunate to see our children raise families
of their own. It is with sadness that we remember the death
of my father, Edwin, in 1982, my mother, Emma, in 1984,
and my sister, Carol, in 2005.

MILLER, NORMAN JOHN
Submitted by Lindsay Miller

MINKUS, CHARLIE and BEATRICE
Submitted by daughter Dolores Minkus-Hofley

Norman John Miller was born June 2, 1930 in
Veresinia, SK and died Jan. 26, 2006 in Neepawa. Eileen
Pearl Chase was born Nov.17, 1934 in Bield, MB. Norman
and Eileen were married on July 6, 1956 in Roblin, MB.
Norm and Eileen moved to Neepawa after Norm retired
from managing the grain elevator in Tenby in 1992. Norm
and Eileen have four children:
Randolph Merle, born July 14, 1958 in New
Westminster, BC; Rhonda Lynn, born Feb. 7, 1963 in
Surrey, BC; Sandra Lee, born Apr. 8, 1965 in Roblin, MB;
Brent Norman, born Apr. 6, 1968 in The Pas, MB.
Randolph (Randy) married Beverley Anne Catherine
Rowan on Aug. 20, 1977 in Inglis, MB. Bev was born Aug.
25, 1957 in Roblin, MB. Randy is the head custodian at
Hazel M. Kellington School; Bev is a housekeeping/laundry aide at Neepawa Hospital. Bev and Randy have two
children: Lindsay Beverley Dawn, born Dec. 20, 1977 in

Both Beatrice and Charlie spent their early years growing up in the small community of Polonia. Charlie was born
in 1903, the eldest son of Joseph and Mary Minkus. His
family of six brothers (one died) and five sisters moved to
the Springhill area in the early 1900s and Charlie attended
Clarksville School while helping on the family farm.
After completing Grade 8, he continued working on
the farm and indeed helped his mother manage it when his
father died in 1925. Charlie was only 22 years of age.
Beatrice was the only child of John and Margaret Kwait.
Her family also farmed in the Polonia and Clarksville area
until the early 1940s, when her father retired from farming.
In later years, he and his wife moved to Neepawa. Beatrice
attended school in Polonia when there was a teacher available but was mostly educated by her mother who had been
raised in Buffalo, New York. As a young woman, Beatrice
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He married Helen Mundziakiewicz in November, 1961.
They have two children: Kevin (1964) and Lorie (1965).
Kevin was killed accidentally in 1980. Gerald and Helen
lived in Winnipeg where Gerald continues to reside. Helen
passed away in 1995.
Robert attended Neepawa Collegiate but he preferred
farm life. He worked on the family farm and various
other places. He studied automotive parts and mechanics
at Algonquin College in Ottawa in 1969-70; he returned
to the Neepawa area once again. Robert helped with farm
work over the years. Poor health was a problem. He presently resides in East View Lodge.
After leaving NACI, Murray received training in technology through the Air Force and the DeVry Technical
Institute. In 1959, he met Kathy Boyce in Red Lake, ON
and they married on Oct. 24 of that year. Murray worked
for Manitoba Telephone System, Telestat Canadian, Bell
Northern, and Nortel. Kathy worked in the field of education for several years. They have four children: Mitchell
(1960), Tracey (1961), Kim (1964), and Scott (1966).
Murray and Kathy have lived in Ottawa since 1976, where
Murray retired in 1996.
Dolores attended Teacher’s College in Winnipeg and
taught in Rivers and St. Boniface before she met John
Hofley who she married in Neepawa on Aug.10, 1963.
They moved to Chapel Hill, North Carolina where John
was attending graduate studies. After ten years away, they
returned to Winnipeg where Dolores attended university
and returned to teaching in Winnipeg School Division.
John was a professor at University of Winnipeg until
2001. They have three children: Randall (1964), Todd
(1971) and Richard (1976). John and Dolores still reside
in Winnipeg.
Roger attended Teacher’s College, the U of M, and
the University of Wyoming. He spent most of his career
teaching and being an administrator in River East School
Division. He married Bernadette Holmstrom in 1966 in
Winnipeg and they have two children, Brent (1967) and
Kristen (1971). Roger retired in 2003 and resides with
Lynne Lechner, an educator also, on acreage in Birds Hill
where he enjoys gardening and refurbishing cars.
Shortly after finishing high school, Gary was employed
by the Provincial Government in Winnipeg. He worked
in the Land Assessment department for many years and
obtained his Accredited Appraiser Canadian Institute certification. Gary married Judy Hawkins in Neepawa on July
13, 1968. Judy, a nurse, spent her career in various aspects
of health care. They have two children: Ryan (1972) and
Janaya (1977). Gary retired from the government in 2006.
He and Judy continue working part-time while enjoying
sports and traveling in their retirement years.
After attending NACI, Donna was employed as
a secretary in Winnipeg and Calgary. She returned to
Winnipeg in 1971 and continued her education at the U

worked in Buffalo for a couple of years, but her mother’s
illness brought her back to the Polonia/Clarksville area.
Both families lived and socialized in this area and their
church community was a vital part of their lives, and it
would remain so.
Beatrice and Charlie married on Apr. 14, 1931. They
moved to a ¼ section of land which Charlie had purchased
in the Franklin district. They farmed there throughout the
dirty thirties and in those fourteen years they had six children. In 1944, the family moved back to the Clarksville
area where three more children were born.
Charlie and Beatrice bought more land in the
Clarksville area and in the RM of Langford as well. They
enjoyed community life in their area by attending dances
in Springhill Hall, home card parties, 4-H club activities and, of course, many school Christmas concerts and
community picnics. During the 1940s and 1950s, we all
attended many baseball games and country fairs. Rural life
was booming after the war and there was a great sense of
family and community.
Charlie loved to dance and to attend auction sales.
Many of our lovely pieces of furniture were bought at these
auctions at a very reasonable price. Gardening, preserving food, sewing, and growing flowers helped Beatrice
demonstrate her many talents. We all loved her cinnamon
buns and home made bread. These delicious memories
are often a topic of conversation to this day. Beatrice was
always active in community events and church activities
where women shared recipes and life stories.
Life was very busy keeping nine children fed, clothed
and attending school. Education was stressed as was church
attendance and caring for each other. Every family member
helped out with farm chores and household duties. The
family farm was a real cooperative venture. Their family
consisted of Clarence (1932), Gerald (1933), Robert
(1936), Murray (1938), Dolores (1940), Roger (1942),
Gary (1946), Donna (1948), and JoAnn (1952).
Clarence left the farm and joined the Navy in 1950
when the Korean War broke out. He saw active duty on
the naval destroyer Crusader off the coast of Korea. He
left the navy after three years and returned home to help
on the farm. After a couple of years, Clarence left the
Neepawa area to work in different mines in Manitoba
and Ontario. In 1966, Clarence returned to help run the
family farms. He continued in this business until 2001.
Clarence was a member of the army reserve and was
always involved in various Legion activities. He continues
to live in Neepawa.
Gerald attended Neepawa Collegiate and worked in
various mining operations in Manitoba and Saskatchewan.
He moved to Winnipeg in 1958, where he obtained his
certificate in Industrial Management from the University
of Manitoba. He was employed by Dominion Bridge for
32 years where he retired as Inventory Control Supervisor.
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Following a brief illness, Charlie passed away on
June 24, 1983. We had just celebrated his 80th birthday
in February.

of W and Red River College where she majored in Creative
Communication. Over the years, she has worked for Great
West Life, the Chamber of Commerce, and she is currently
employed at Manitoba Hydro. Donna married Brian Kress
on July 16, 1988, and they reside in Charleswood where
Brian has his law practice.
JoAnn moved from Neepawa after graduation and
worked in Winnipeg while attending university classes
and RRC where she studied accounting. She was employed
by Esso in 1980 in Edmonton. She returned to Winnipeg
in 1984 and has worked for various companies, Coca
Cola, Transcontinental Publishing and now Winserv. She
received her Certified Management Accountant designation and continues to work in that capacity in Winnipeg.
Charlie and Beatrice worked hard in their farming
lives and enjoyed retirement years in Neepawa while their
health prevailed. Their children and grandchildren visited
with them over the years. Many large family gatherings
occurred on summer weekends when their small home was
filled with guests, great suppers and family celebrations.
Church activities and town events also helped to make their
lives interesting. They celebrated their 50th anniversary in
August, 1981, with a great family and friends’ party at St.
Dominic’s Church.

Grandchildren outside home in Neepawa
Beatrice remained in their home until 1988, when
she moved to Yellowhead Manor. She passed away in
Winnipeg on Feb. 7, 1992 after a short illness. Some of
her family were with her.

Minkus Family party in Winnipeg
At our many family gatherings in Winnipeg, Neepawa,
Ottawa, and Vancouver our memories of time spent with
our parents and grandparents continue to tie us to the prairies and Neepawa.

Beatrice and Charlie 50th wedding anniversary – 1981

MINKUS, JOHN and GERTIE
Gertrude (Gertie) Kasprick was born in 1923 in the
Eden district, the daughter of Tony and Frances Kasprick.
She has three brothers, Henry, Edmond and Richard and a
sister Evelyn (Webb). She attended school in Eden riding
in a small van pulled by horses and after the age of 14,
worked in the district doing housework usually walking
from one household to another.
John Minkus was born in 1916 in the Springhill district
to Joseph and Maria (Mary) Minkus. He was the young-

Grandchildren at Anniversary 1981
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Leslie is living and working in Winnipeg and has a
five year old daughter, Dalton.
Shirlea is married to Derrick Frederick and they
also live in Winnipeg with children: Danika, Vaughn and
Alexis.
Although they are getting to the ages where their
friends are starting to urge them to move into a larger
town, Gertie and John still enjoy country living in their
lovely farm home about six miles north and seven miles
west of Neepawa. Gertie still drives to Neepawa once a
week or so and along with looking after a garden, numerous flower beds and bird feeders, she finds time to indulge
in her hobby of quilting. Their yard would be the envy
of people many years younger surrounded by a grove of
spruce trees, some of which are over 100 years old. John
still manages to take the dog for a walk each day and still
pushes a lawnmower around the yard. And, of course,
they both look forward to visits from their children and
grandchildren when a big table is set up in the front room
where Gertie feeds everyone with her home cooking.
Earlier histories of John and Gertie’s family may
be found in both the Rosedale and Huns Valley history
books.

est of the family having four brothers: Joe, Charlie, Louis
and Paul and five sisters: Helen, Stella, Mary, Julia and
twin sister, Suzie. John is the only one of that family still
living. John went to Clarksville School. The Minkus family
originally settled in Huns Valley, but later moved to the
Springhill district where they farm to this day.
In 1943, John and Gertie were married and John and
his son have farmed the land where they presently live ever
since. They built their present house in 1948 and Gertie
had a big part in the design of it and also in the building
along with John. As well as raising a family of five children, along with all the farm and household chores, Gertie
found time to work with 4-H groups eventually becoming
a district leader. She remembers washing clothes on a
washboard before the days of electric washing machines.
She also volunteered in the Springhill hall and for the
Roman Catholic Church at Polonia. John loved baseball
and played for Polonia in his younger days. Later, he loved
watching ball and Gertie claims she has never forgiven him
for leaving her with a two day old baby while he went to
watch a game. He also, was a trustee at Clarksville School
for many years. Farming was a natural for John, as he
enjoyed animals including an appreciation of horses, an
interest passed down from his father.
John and Gertie have five children: the eldest three began
their schooling in the one room Clarksville Schoolhouse,
and then went to school in Neepawa. Susanne was the first
to ride the school bus to Hazel M. Kellington School when
Clarksville School closed.

MONTGOMERY, ANDREW and MARGARET
Submitted by Dona Montgomery
Andrew Montgomery’s wedding announcement as
taken from the Neepawa Press – Tuesday, Nov. 21, 1899
– “Wedding in Glendale”.
“The handsome and spacious residence of Mr. and
Mrs. G. Dunsmore, Glendale, was the scene of a pleasant
and happy event on the evening of Nov. 14, when, in the
presence of over a hundred friends and guests, two of our
estimable young people, Mr. Andrew Montgomery and
Miss Maggie Kines entered the mystical realm of hymeneal bliss. At 4:30 pm a wedding march, skillfully played
by Miss Jennie Montgomery, announced to the expectant company that the decisive moment had arrived. The
bridegroom entered, followed by the bride, escorted by Mr.
Alex Dunsmore, who assisted the bridegroom through the
trying ordeal, while Miss Agnes Montgomery performed
a like service for the bride. The bride looked well, attired
in a dress of pale blue sateen and white lace and carried
a bouquet of chrysanthemums and smilax. The Rev. F.W.
Auvache of Neepawa, very briefly, impressively and effectually performed the marriage ceremony. After the usual
congratulations etc. the sumptuous repast provided by the
genial host and hostess was disposed of to the satisfaction of everyone. The remainder of the evening was most
agreeably spent as is usual upon such occasions, in games,
music, readings, recitations and merry-making, while a
few were noticed making astronomical observations, no

Carol married Bob Quesnel and they live in Brandon.
They have two children: Michael, who lives in Vancouver
and Kenneth, who is deceased.
Clifford still farms the home farm. He went to
Clarksville School and married Linda Kohinski. Their
children: Dustin, Ryan and Brad all attended Neepawa
schools.
Susanne married John Cunningham and they live
in Winnipeg with their children: Nicholas, Zachary and
Evan.
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doubt waiting for the stars to fall, as predicted, but the
only noticeable one was the star that fell to the lot of the
bridegroom. He is, therefore, to be congratulated upon
his rare good fortune. The presents, which were valuable
and all together too numerous to mention, very substantially and unmistakable evinced the esteem in which the
contracting parties are held. Great credit is due Miss E.
McKinney, of Minnedosa, as master of ceremonies, for
the able and efficient manner in which she conducted the
proceedings. At a late hour the company, having spent a
most enjoyable evening, dispersed, wishing Mr. and Mrs.
Montgomery every happiness and many returns of their
wedding day.”
Andrew Montgomery, along with his parents Mr. and
Mrs. Joseph Montgomery and eight brothers and sisters,
came to Manitoba from Huron County, ON in 1889.
Andrew married Margaret Adeline Kines and settled on
the farm 19-14-16 in the RM of Langford. It was a centennial farm as Barrie lived there until 2006. They have two
sons: Claude and Norman.
Claude was born Sept. 22, 1902. At the age of 21,
Claude moved south to California, where he started out
working at Columbia Steel in Torrance, California. He
then changed jobs and went to work for Torrance Laundry
and eventually, Claude ended up owning and operating a
few thriving dry cleaning businesses. Claude was married
three times. His first wife was Edna, second wife Gussie
Rosner, (Gussie and Claude have a daughter – Mary Lea)
third wife was Madeline Staeger. Madeline has two sons:
Richard and Donald. Mary Lea has three children: Kathie,
Pam and Mike. Claude died Feb. 5, 1998 and Madeline is
still living in a home.

Norman and Evelyn
They have two sons, Donald Stewart – born Aug. 4,
1931 and Barrie Norman, born June 15, 1937. Don married
Dona Jackson Oct. 17, 1953. Dona was born on Dec. 26,
1933. Don and Dona both liked to curl and Don won the
1st Junior Boys Provincial Championship in 1946. Don and
Dona farmed until they retired to Neepawa in 1996. They
have four children: Donalda, Dwight, Brenda and Lori.
Donalda Leigh was born Aug. 22, 1956, passed away
Aug. 23, 1956;
Dwight Andrew was born Dec. 19, 1957, and passed
away on July 11, 1996. Dwight married Rhonda Dreiger
on Nov. 5, 1988. They have two children: Shayne Andrew
born July 20, 1985 and Tristyn Ashley born Nov. 4, 1987.
Shayne and his partner, Melanie Genest were blessed with
twins: Brendan Don and Cadence Noella born on July 26,
2007. Tristyn graduated from Ethelbert High School in
2005 and is presently living and working in Neepawa.

Dwight Montgomery, wife Rhonda, daughter Tristyn,
son Shayne
Claude and Madeline, 1983
Brenda Lee was born July 16, 1959. She married Neil
Miller on Nov. 24, 1984. Brenda is and has been for the
past 30 years working for the Royal Bank of Canada.
Neil also, over the past 28 years, has worked for various
grain companies – starting out with Manitoba Pool and
now having gone through four mergers/takeovers is presently working for Pioneer Grain. Brenda and Neil have

Norman, born on Sept. 17, 1904, married Evelyn
Stewart in 1931. Evelyn was born Mar. 21, 1909. Norman
and Evelyn lived on the farm until 1973 at which time
they retired to Neepawa. Norman passed away in 1979
and Evelyn in 1984. They both were avid curlers and won
many trophies and events during their years.
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for the past six years. Dwight, Brenda and Lori were also
very active curlers in their teenage years.
Barrie married Patricia Fearns in 1959. Barrie passed
away December, 2005. Barrie loved to curl also and won
many bonspiels and curling titles. Barrie farmed for many
years and then decided to take a career change and worked
for Agricore at Franklin. Pat worked for the Town of
Neepawa until she retired. They have two children: Robert
James, born Nov. 3, 1960 and Kimberley, born Feb. 12,
1963. Rob married Shannon Levandoski on Oct. 2, 1994.
Shannon was born June 21, 1966. Robbie is an owner/
operator of a transfer truck. Shannon works at the Bank of
Montreal. They have two boys: Cole born Dec. 14, 1994
and Ian born Oct. 25, 1997. Cole belongs to rifle club and
is an avid hunter; Ian is also a hockey player and claims he
is going to play in the National Hockey League someday.
Kimberley was born on Feb. 12, 1963, and married Trevor
Benson on June 18, 1988. Trevor was born Oct. 31, 1961.
They have two children: Megan born Mar. 5, 1992 and
Mitchell born Nov. 16, 1994. Trevor works for Manitoba
Hydro and Kim is a hairdresser. Kim and Trevor have
lived in a number of different locations due to Trevor’s
employment. They presently live in Brookdale. Megan is
currently in Grade 10 at NACI and Mitchell is in Grade 8
at Brookdale School. Mitchell is also a very good hockey
player having played the last six years with Neepawa
Minor Hockey, but also enjoys numerous other sports.
It would seem that the curling enthusiasts in the
Montgomery Clan have now turned to hockey enthusiasts.
So what will the next generation be????

two sons: Justin Neil born Sept. 18, 1988 and Ryan Boyd
born on Dec. 10, 1992. Justin graduated from Neepawa
Area Collegiate Institute in 2006 and is presently attending school at Dickinson State University in North Dakota.
Ryan is presently in Grade 9 at NACI. The Millers are very
active in the sport of rodeo. Neil, having won numerous
awards in his years of rodeo, and Justin winning many
awards as a member of the Manitoba High School Rodeo
Association. Ryan has also won many awards in the
Wrangler Division of the MHSRA. Justin is presently on
the college rodeo team at Dickinson State University. Ryan
is also very active with the MHSRA. Both boys are also
hockey players. Justin was fortunate enough to play one
year with the Neepawa Natives Junior A Team, before he
went off to university. Ryan is presently playing with the
NACI High School Hockey team.

Back Row: Don, Neil, Bert
Middle Row: Bret, Tristyn, Shayne, Justin, Lorie
Front Row: Brenda, Dona, Ryan, Travis
Inset: Dwight (deceased)
Lori Denise was born Aug. 11, 1962. Lori married Bert
Levandoski on July 8, 1989. Bert started cattle farming in
the RM of Rosedale in the early 1980s. Lori is employed at
Harris Pharmacy in Neepawa. They have two sons – Travis
James, born Dec. 20, 1991, and Bret Devin, born Jan. 11,
1994. Travis is presently in Grade 10 and Bret is in Grade 8
at NACI. Travis was very active in the Neepawa recreation
hockey program in Neepawa. Bret is also a very active
enthusiastic hockey player and has played minor hockey

Back Row: Trevor, Mitchell, Robbie
Middle Row: Kim, Barrie, Shannon
Front Row: Pat, Meagan, Cole, Ian
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MURRAY, DON EDGAR

MURRAY, GORDON and DOREEN

Don was born in Neepawa General Hospital on Nov.
2, 1929, the eldest son of Fred and Kitty Murray. Don
lives in the house built by his grandfather in 1907 on
NW ¼ 35-13-16. He was Exalted Ruler of the Neepawa
Benevolent Protective Order of the Elks Lodge for two
years and has served on various committees, and loves
collecting “ANYTHING”. He is also our local weatherman, as he calls Edmonton twice a day and reports our
weather. He has done this for years, and, when any inclement weather is coming our way, Edmonton calls him and
lets him know about it.
Don was married briefly in the late 1950s and has two
children: Valerie Dawn (October, 1957) and Kenneth Fred
(June, 1959).
Valerie married Nelson Alvarez on Dec. 23, 1987.
Valerie is a social worker and Nelson is a machinist in
Winnipeg, where they reside.
Kenneth was married to Sylvia Ann Kabbeke, but
unfortunately, she passed away on Dec. 27, 1997. Ken
has four children: Christopher Donald Gustaf (November,
1984); Michael Kenneth Stanley (March, 1987); Timothy
Alexander Bruce (February, 1989); and Cody (September,
1996). Kenneth received a university degree in Human
Resources. Christopher lives in Brandon. Michael lives
in the former home of Mac and Mary on the home place,
and has done a remarkable job of renovating it. He is a
parts man at Murray’s Farm Supply. Timothy is attending Brandon University, hoping to become a Physical
Education teacher. Cody is attending grade school in
Forrest, MB.

Back Row L to R: Bruce, Laura, Doreen, Gordon, Craig,
Brenda
Second Row: Cindy, Dylan, Scott, Murray, Jennalyn
Front Row: Connor
Gordon was born and raised in Saskatchewan in the
Moose Jaw area. He moved to Neepawa in 1956 to work
for Aerial Spray and Charter, a company owned by Dr.
Jack McPhedran. In 1959, he moved to The Pas to fly for
Lamb Airways. Then, in 1962, he moved to Winnipeg
and flew for Midwest Aviation. In 1964, he returned to
Neepawa and bought into Aerial Spray and Charter. In
1966, he became owner of the company and ran it until
he retired in 1990.
Doreen was born and raised in the Basswood area.
She moved to Neepawa in 1956 and became a teacher at
West Park School. She had previously taught two years at
Belmont. In 1960, Gordon and Doreen were married and
moved to The Pas. After living and working two years
there, they moved to Winnipeg. She taught at Crestview
School in St. James Assiniboia Division. Upon returning
to Neepawa, she taught at Mountain View School until
it was closed in 1966. Then, she moved back to teach at
West Park School, which now was known as Hazel M.
Kellington. Doreen retired in 1991.
Their oldest son, Bruce, was born in 1961 at The Pas.
He took all his schooling in Neepawa and university at
the University of Manitoba and Minneapolis. Presently
he is a weed specialist for the Department of Agriculture
in Carman, MB. He married Cindy Howden of Morden
in 1989. They have two sons: Scott and Conner. Cindy is
a teacher in Morden.
Their second child, Brenda, was born in 1962 in
Winnipeg. She took training as a legal secretary and later
went to the U of M to become a teacher. She is presently a
principal of an International School in Basel, Switzerland.
She married Craig Christopherson of Oak Bank in 1989.
They have two children: Murray and Jennalyn. Craig is a
Physical Education teacher in Basel.

L to R: Michael, Christopher, Don, Timothy, Kenneth
and Cody
The JOY of Don’s life is his grandchildren: Christopher,
Michael, Timothy and Cody.
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Mac married Mary Georgina Mann on Jan. 17, 1970,
in St. James Anglican Church, Neepawa. Mary came from
Middlesex, England with her son, Richard (from a previous union) on Dec. 18, 1969, for a short holiday. She met
Mac and stayed in Canada. Richard resides at Lake Irwin,
Neepawa.
Mac and Mary have three children: Marie Ellen
(December, 1970); Melanie Caroline Margaret (June,
1974); Malcolm George Cleveland (October, 1977).

Dennis 1964-2000
Dennis, was their third child, born in 1964 in Winnipeg.
He received his degree in Agriculture from the U of M. It
was at this time he was diagnosed with cancer. He worked
for some chemical companies and then did carpentry and
tile work. He married Laura McKibbin of Carman in 1991
and they moved to Tucson, Arizona where Laura finished
her university education. Their son Dylan, was born in
Arizona and then they moved to Bloomington, Indiana.
Here, Dennis did carpentry and tile work, until he died
in 2000. Laura is presently an associate professor at the
University of Indiana.
Malcolm, Marie, Richard, Melanie

MURRAY, MALCOLM (MAC) and MARY

Marie and Todd Fritz live in Crooks, South Dakota.
Marie is an Autism Consultant and Behavioral Specialist,
and works in the Brandon School District in Sioux Falls,
South Dakota.

Malcolm (Mac) Alexander Little was born Jan. 20,
1936, in the house his grandfather built in 1907 on NW ¼
15-13-16. Mac worked with his father, mother and brother
Don, on the farm, until his father’s sudden death in 1946.
He continued to farm with his mother and brother. Mac is
the youngest son of Fred and Kitty Murray.

Marie and Todd Fritz
Melanie and Jason Teetaert and Cole (Oct. 30, 2005)
live in Vancouver, BC. Melanie is a medical doctor and
also has her PhD in infectious diseases.

Mac and Mary Murray
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MUTCH, CLINTON and RITA
Rita Mutch (nee Marofke) was born in Portage la
Prairie on May 26, 1971, and is the youngest child of Gary
and Alvina Marofke, and sister to Jerry Marofke. Raised
on a mixed farm southeast of Waldersee on Lone Spruce
Road, Rita spent the days of her childhood and youth helping out on the farm where she loved playing with her
animals, and riding her horse. Rita attended elementary
school in Amaranth, and high school in Alonsa, graduating
with honours in 1989. After graduating, she worked for a
year at the Portage Mutual Insurance Company, went to
Assiniboine Community College to earn her diploma as a
Legal Secretary graduating in 1991.
Clinton Mutch was born in McCreary, on Mar. 14,
1973, and is the eldest son of Don and Gloria Mutch, and
brother to Kirk Mutch. Raised in the Riding Mountain
area, Clinton and his brother Kirk would spend the days of
their youth racing their bicycles (and anything else that had
wheels) up and down the streets of Riding Mountain, until
they moved to the family farm in 1983. Clinton went to
school in Kelwood until the high-school closed in 1989. In
1990, he spent Grade 11 in McCreary, and graduated Grade
12 as Valedictorian in Glenella class of ’91. Clinton also
has earned diplomas in Heavy-Duty Electronics (1993)
and Rural Development (2000) through ACC.
Rita and I started our lives together quite early, and
after dating for a couple of years, we were married in
Waldersee on Aug. 1, 1992. I was still a teenager and we
didn’t have a lot of money so we never did have a honeymoon … even to this day. We added Minnie (our Miniature
Pinscher) to our home in 1992, and Rita spent years training her for Flyball, Agility, Obedience, and Scent Hurdle
racing. Minnie became the first Minpin to achieve the
status of Flyball Champion, Flyball Master, and Flyball
Master Excellent. Minnie is 16 years old now.
We’ve moved around quite a bit and have lived in
numerous places including Portage la Prairie, Brandon,
Masset, BC; Red Lake, ON; Madsen, ON; Coldstream,
BC; Vernon, BC; and now the RM of Lansdowne, where
we call home. We had lived in Brandon for around nine
years, and were quite happy with our little home on 5th
Street but after I graduated from the Rural Development
program in 2000, my new career has taken us to places
across this country that we never would have imagined
living in, let alone visiting. We’ve been very fortunate in
that we’ve had the opportunity to make numerous new
friends, and we’ve had some incredible adventures worthy
of a Hollywood movie script, but we’re very happy to be
home now, close to family and the comforts of the prairies
that we both grew up with.
We bought Frank Kerkowich’s farmyard in 2006 and
have since been busy making it our own. Rita has the petting
zoo of her childhood dreams now, complete with a donkey,

Melanie, Jason and Cole Teetaert.
Malcolm and Tracy (Griffiths) live on NW 35-13-15
in the Hallboro district, where they have a mixed farm
operation.

Malcolm and Tracy
Mac and Mary moved to the new Westcreek
Development in the fall of 2002, where they enjoy the
birds and their garden.
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and the bull quietly walked out ahead of him! You never
know until you try it. We heard stories about cows that
were so wild and smart that they would run into a small
patch of bush and lie down, so still that you could ride
right past without knowing they were there; IT ISN’T A
STORY, IT IS TRUE!
Once our children were all in school, I went to work
at East View Lodge in Neepawa, as a Personal Care Aide,
and then took my training to be a Rehab Assistant. After
seventeen years, I retired.
Our children all attended school in Brookdale for
awhile, then Neepawa. Gayle graduated from high school,
then went to the University of Manitoba and became a
Kindergarten to Grade 6 teacher. She is the mother of
two little girls: Sara born in 1997 and Kate in 2000, and
teaches school in Kenora, ON.
Jennifer graduated from high school and after working
for a year attended Assiniboine Community College in
Brandon and obtained her Business Accountancy certificate. She then went out to Lake Louise and worked there as
a guide in the summer, and gave sleigh rides in the winter,
then worked for Brewster’s Guest ranch, guiding pack
trips. Jennifer still loves her horses, riding in the summer
and driving them in the winter. She is an accounting clerk
for Westward Ford in Neepawa now.
Woody graduated from high school and then went
to work for the PFRA as a pasture rider. He worked in
Saskatchewan for a year, then moved back to Manitoba.
He is now acting manager of the Cote-San Clare Pasture
by Roblin.

chickens, goats, and a sheep, and I finally have a shop where
I can spend my off hours welding, grinding, and wrenching
on various projects. It’s great being home.

MUTRIE, BILL (WILLIAM) and JUNE
Submitted by June Mutrie
Bill grew up on a ranch on the north side of the Cypress
Hills east of Maple Creek, SK. He was the second child of
four, born to John and Dorothy Mutrie. June grew up on a
ranch on the south side of the Cypress hills, south of Maple
Creek. She was the youngest girl of five girls and one boy
born to Elwood and Daphne Fordice. We met when Bill
went to work for my great aunt and were married in Maple
Creek in August of 1966. The spring of 1967, we moved
to McAuley, MB and Bill started working for the Prairie
Farm Rehabilitation Administration as a pasture rider. Our
eldest daughter, Gayle, was born in Virden in 1971. In
1972, Bill became a pasture manager and we moved to
several different communities in that position. Our second
daughter, Jennifer, was born in Shaunavon, SK in 1975.
We moved to Neepawa in 1979, along with our two little
girls, where Bill was the pasture manager of the RM of
Langford Community Pasture, south of Neepawa, until his
retirement in 1998. In 1981, our son Woody was born at
Carberry, and our family was complete.
Life on the pasture was never dull; you were dealing
with upwards of forty pasture patrons, with forty different
ideas of how cattle should be handled and of course, about
twelve hundred adult cattle, with their own ideas of how
things should be done. There were some really good times
had there, our children were able to learn to ride horses
and be part of the crew working cattle. It was probably as
close to operating a big ranch as any of the PF cowboys
would ever come.
There were some really funny things happened along
the way, such as the time a patron was hauling his cows
to the pasture and either forgot to shut the trailer door or
it managed to come open some how, resulting in his cows
escaping into a neighbours yard and Bill being asked to
go catch the cows. Another time, a fellow was loading his
cattle onto a smaller truck and wouldn’t you know it, just
as this fellow climbed into the truck box with his cows to
put the rack end-gate in, one of the cows lifted her tail and
filled his back pockets with fresh cow pie!
There were also some scary things that happened, like
horses falling on their riders, bucking them off, and ornery
cattle that would chase anything that moved. We had a big
old Charolais bull that would run into the bush and dare
you to come get him. He was much bigger than any of the
horses, however, one day Bill decided he was not leaving
the bull behind so, leaving his horse on the outside of the
bush, he took a willow switch and walked into the bush

NAGORSKI, CYRIL and MAXINE
Cyril was born on July 14, 1962, son of Leonard
Nagorski and Vivian Watson (nee Wilkinson). He was born
and raised in the Minnedosa area.
Maxine (nee Wahoski) was born on June 29, 1960,
daughter of Donald (Pat) and Gertrude Wahoski (nee
Kasprick). Maxine was born and raised in the Polonia
area.
Cyril and Maxine were married on Aug. 4, 1984 at St.
Dominic Church in Neepawa. They purchased the business, Yellowhead Cooling, in 1985 from Joe Stasiuk. It
was located at 103 Hamilton Street, where the Bud’s and
Bloom Day Care is now. In 1991, they purchased one
of the original buildings that was part of the airport on
Highway 16 west and moved the business there, where it
is still located. They had the business for 22 years. Cyril
played the fiddle, drums and guitar in bands for about
20 years. Maxine has worked at the Chicken Corral for
24 years and is still employed there as a prep cook. Also
Maxine has kept the books for their business for the last
22 years.
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Time has passed and now we are into a new century,
2007.
The past 15 years have passed swiftly and with many
ups and downs in the family.
After a short illness, our youngest son Randy, returned
from Edmonton in 1993. He had spent the previous four
years as a nurse’s side at Edmonton University Hospital,
a job he enjoyed very much. He passed away on Sept 28,
1994.
After a short bout with cancer, Harvey passed away
on Oct. 9, 1998.
Jack, our eldest son, is working for Doug McLaren
Farms of Neepawa. His wife Betty is a health care aide at
East View Lodge. Their daughter, Pamela Jean, is married
to Charles McCurry of Plumas.
Back Row: Devin, Shane, Myles
Front: Maxine and Cyril
Cyril and Maxine have three sons:
Shane was born Oct. 14, 1980 in Neepawa.
Devin was born May 29, 1987 in Neepawa.
Myles was born June 28, 1991 in Neepawa.
All three children attended school at Hazel M.
Kellington and Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute
(NACI).
Shane graduated in 1998. He is employed at Penta
Protective Coating in Winnipeg as a vice president in
sales and marketing from northwest Ontario to British
Columbia.
Devin graduated in 2006. He is employed at Prairie
Forest in Neepawa.
Myles is in Grade 9 at NACI

Gavin McCurry and Jesse McCurry
They have a wee son born on July 20, 2005. Jack and
Betty’s son Matthew is at Drayton Valley, AB and works
on the oil rigs.

NELSON, JAMES HARVEY and JEAN AGNES
Continued from “The First Century of Langford History
Book 1891-1991

Back Row: Betty
Front Row: Pamela, Jack and Matthew
Don continues to work for the Brandon School Division
in their maintenance shop. Kathie is a lab technician at

Harvey, Jean and sons
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Brandon Hospital. Their daughter, Lisa Dawn, is a teacher
at Kola, MB and is planning a wedding to a young Virden
farmer, Kevin Pearn on Nov 3, 2007.

L to R: Kathy, Lisa and Don
Bill, the third son, is a parts man at Mayor Farm
Equipment of Neepawa. His wife Debbie is an office
worker at Group West, Wesco Inc. They have two
daughters: Ashley Anne and Dana Elizabeth. Ashley has
completed her second year of hospitality and administration at Assiniboine Community College in Brandon. Dana
has completed her first year in university in Brandon.

Kristin, Karla, Joanne, and Wayne
Jean has been a resident of Elks Manor in Neepawa
since July 1997 and participates in social functions there.
The fellowship of the other Elks Manor residents makes
it an enjoyable place to live.

NELSON, JOHN and GERALDINE
Submitted by John and Geraldine
The Nelsons moved from Souris to Neepawa in
August, 1983, when John was appointed principal of Hazel
M. Kellington School. Gerry raised our children until she
returned to work, first as receptionist with Neepawa and
District Medical Clinic and then as teacher’s assistant and
teacher with colony schools in Sprucewoods, Riverside
and Rolling Acres. Gerry and John both retired from the
education system in June, 2002. Since then, John has
been a real estate agent with Gill and Schmall Agencies
in Neepawa.
John and Gerry have three children:
Gerri-Lyn (Dec. 21, 1968) married Michael Kopytko,
from McCreary on May 12, 1990. They live in Richmond,
BC where Gerri-Lyn is a lawyer for the Crown of BC.
Michael is a plumber-pipe fitter commuting to/from Fort
McMurray, AB.
Kami-Rae (May 11, 1972) married Brent Caswell,
from Sudbury, on Mar. 10, 2001. They live in Brandon
where Kami-Rae is an elementary school teacher. Brent
is the optometrist and owner of EyeOutfitters. They have
three children: Carthy, born 2001, Caroline born 2003 and
Clarke born 2006.

Bill, Debbie, Ashley and Dana
Wayne is driving a semi truck for Dave Cameron
Trucking and they custom haul grain. His wife Joanne
is a registered nurse at Neepawa Hospital and works in
the chemotherapy and emergency departments. They
have two daughters: Kristin Leigh and Karla Dawn.
Kristin has completed her second year at the University
of Manitoba in the Bachelor of Science Program. She
plans to be a pharmacist. Karla graduated from Neepawa
Area Collegiate Institute in June 2007 and plans to attend
Brandon University to obtain her education degree and
become a teacher.
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Garnet (Apr. 16, 1974) married Tara Phillips
of Brandon, July 11, 2003. They live in Vancouver
where Garnet is operating manager for Altius Sports
Marketing(Cosette). Tara is an elementary teacher at West
Point Grey Academy. Garnet and Tara have a son, Ryan,
born 2005.

L-R: Ryan Nelson, Caroline, Clarke and Carthy Caswell
(children of Garnet and Tara Nelson and
Brent and Kami-Rae (Nelson) Caswell)
Our children have many fond memories of Neepawa,
having been actively involved in music and arts, hockey,
figure skating, ball, swimming, volleyball, track and
field and Neepawa United Church. Gerri and John have
been involved with many of those same organizations
including Neepawa United Church, Neepawa Youth
Justice committee, Neepawa Natives in the early years,
Yellowhead Arena, Yellowhead Chiefs, Neepawa Figure
Skating Club, Neepawa Fine Arts Festival, minor hockey
and ball, Neepawa Library, and for many years the Terry
Fox Run.

Back Row: Glen, Barry and Brian,
Bernice and Gail
Oct. 22/05 – Inset Harold

NELSON, WILLIAM HAROLD and BERNICE
William Harold was born Sept, 1923 at the family
farm in RM of Langford and attended Gordon School. He
farmed with his twin brother Harvey. In 1955, he married
Bernice Sumner of Neepawa and they took up residence on
the family farm until his death in May, 1980. They raised
their family on the farm: Brian, Gail, Barry and Glen.
Bernice moved to Neepawa in June, 1980. She worked
for Neepawa Furniture Centre until her retirement in 1999.
She took an active part in Order of Royal Purple until
it closed. She takes part in floor curling at the Drop-In
Centre, belongs to the Red Hat Ladies and helps with
different events. She enjoys watching her grandchildren
take part in different events.

L to R: Brian, Rhonda, Terri, Bradley
October, 2006
Brian Harold was born October, 1956, received his
education in Brookdale and Neepawa, was active in 4-H,
hockey and baseball. He married Rhonda Fischer from
Plumas in July, 1980 and they reside on the family farm,
were he runs a grain/cattle operation with his brother
Barry.
They have two children. Terri Lynne was born in
September, 1984. She received her education at Brookdale
586

Barry Neil was born November, 1959. He received his
education at Brookdale and Neepawa. He took part in 4-H,
played hockey and baseball. He married Fern Chemerika
of Winnipeg in November, 1987, they reside on the farm in
the RM of Langford, where he operates a cattle/grain operation with his brother Brian. Fern is employed at Springhill
Farms in the office. They have two children – Leslie Anne,
born in May, 1989. She attends school in Neepawa, and she
will be graduating in June, 2007. She works part time at
Safeway. Curtis Lee arrived May, 1993, he attends school
at NACI. He took part in 4-H and baseball. His main sport
is playing goal for his hockey team. Both Barry and Fern
take an active part in his hockey as well as fans.

and Neepawa. She resides in Winnipeg where she is
employed as a registered massage therapist. Bradley
William was born in December, 1986; he also attended
school in Brookdale and Neepawa. He is employed at
E.H. Price in Winnipeg. Both kids were active in 4-H and
Bradley is an avid goal tender in hockey.
Brian is very involved in the community, Prairie Farm
Rehabilitation Administration Board, Yellowhead board
and loves to curl and play hockey. Rhonda is employed at
Neepawa Chiropractic Centre and likes to curl.

L to R: Gail, Melissa, Richard
L to R: Glen, Garret, Trent, Laurie

Gail Isabelle was born March, 1958 and received her
education at Brookdale and Neepawa. She was active
in 4-H, figure skating and curling. She was employed
at Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce in Neepawa,
Brandon and Winnipeg until 2002 and now works for
Agrifinance and AgriCard in Winnipeg. She married
Charles Firman in 1991. They have a daughter Melissa
Gail, born April, 1994. Charles passed away in August,
2001. Melissa enjoys playing soccer and likes her music.
Gail married Richard McFarlane of Winnipeg in October,
2005. Richard works at Winnipeg Convention Centre. He
enjoys playing baseball and they are active in curling.

Glen Allan arrived in October, 1964; he attended
school in Brookdale and Neepawa. Glen loves his sports
and was avid in football, hockey, and baseball and was a
member of Mentmore Beef Club. He met Laurie Petillion
of Ste. Rose in 1989 and they were married in January,
1993. Glen is employed at Canadian National Railway
and Laurie works for Manitoba Hydro. Their first son,
Garret Allan, was born May, 1993 and is attending school
at NACI. He is very active in his hockey and baseball.
Their second son, Trent Harold, was born July, 1996 and
is currently attending school at HMK in Neepawa and is
also very active in his sports (hockey and baseball).
The family lives in Neepawa close to the hockey rink.
This is handy as both boys follow in their dad’s footsteps
and are active in hockey. Glen is very involved with the
boy’s hockey helping the team with coaching and playing
some when possible. Laurie curls when she can.

NETZEL, DOMINICK and MARYANNA
Submitted by Sophie Netzel
On Oct. 20, 1849, Dominick Netzel was born to Franz
Netzel and Anna Walaszewska in the town of Riewalde,
West Prussia (now Rywald, Poland) which is about 48 km
south of Gdansk. There would be 5 other children born
after Dominick: Alexander Josef (1854), Theodora Rosalia

L to R: Barry, Fern, Leslie, Curtis
October 22, 2005
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Buffalo, NY. They had 4 children in Buffalo: Wladyslaw
(William Frances) (Oct. 11, 1886), Klara Barbara (July
13, 1888), Theodore John (Oct. 10, 1890), and Jan (John)
July 26, 1893.
I do not know the exact date of immigration, the port
of departure, the port of arrival or exactly who came to
the United States first.
Dominick and Maryanna had 5 more children in
Buffalo, NY, Franciska (Francis) (Nov. 20, 1881), Rosalia
(Rose) (Oct. 26, 1883), Maria (Mary) (Sept. 26, 1885),
Tony (May 6, 1888) and Stanislavam (Stella) (Nov. 8,
1892). Their daughter Lillian married John Levandoski
Sr. on Sept. 5, 1892 at St. Adelbert Basilica, Buffalo, NY.
Dominick worked as a laborer in Buffalo.
In 1897, (from 1901 census) Dominick and his family
moved to Manitoba along with his brother Teodor and
family. Their son-in-law, John Levandoski Sr., moved
to Manitoba in 1896, and his wife Lillian (Netzel) and
family moved in 1897 (from 1901 census). On July 13,
1897 Teodor bought the NE ¼ of Section 24-16-17 for
$500.00 from James William Birch. Teodor also took out
a homestead on SE ¼ of Section 36-16-17 on Nov. 4,
1897, but abandoned it on June 15, 1899. Teodore and
Barbara has another child Ada or Ida Annie (Jan. 17, 1897)
who may have been born in Manitoba, but on the 1901
Canadian Census she is listed as being born in the United
States. There were 2 other children born in Manitoba,
Annie Martha (July 13, 1899) and Agnes Barbara (Jan.
16, 1902).
There are no records of Dominick applying for a
homestead or buying any land around Polonia, but the
family may have lived with their daughter Lillian and
John Levandoski Sr. or with his brother Teodor. Dominick
died on Jan. 28, 1900, he was only 50 years old. In the
1901, Canadian census Dominick’s family were shown
to be living on John Levandoski’s homestead the NW ¼
of Section 12-17-16. John Levandoski Sr. took out his
homestead on Sept. 27, 1898.
On Dec. 15, 1898, Dominick’s daughter Rose married
John Hardy in Polonia, MB. Dominick’s son Julius married
Mary Wabick on Jan. 27, 1903.
Teodor’s daughter Clara married John McDougall
on Oct. 25, 1904. John McDougall was the Huns Valley
School teacher from 1904 to 1908.
Teodor Netzel and his family decided to move to
Saskatchewan in 1906. They moved to the Viewfair district
near Dodsland, SK. Teodor’s son Theodore John came
back to Polonia to marry Stella Wabick on Feb. 11, 1911,
but returned to live in Saskatchewan.
On June 1, 1906, Julius Netzel bought the NE ¼ of
Section 5-17-15 in the RM of Rosedale. Julius (1877-1960)
and Mary (nee Wabick) 1884-1960 have 11 children: Joseph
(1905-1990); Frances (1906-1941); Nellie (1907-1996);
Verna (1910-1969); Agnes (1913); Lillian (1914); John

(1857), Franciska (1859), Theodor (1863) and Matheus
(1864-1864).
In September, 1873, Dominick Netzel married
Maryanna Moczynska in Klonowken, West Prussia (now
Klonowka, Poland), in the local church about 3 km south
east of Rywalde. Four children were born in West Prussia,
Johann (July 8, 1874 to Sept.25, 1874), Leokadya (Lillian)
(July 6, 1875), Julian (Julius) (Feb.17, 1877) and Johenn
(John) (June 29, 1879 to June 1,1880).
Sometime between January, 1881, (the issue date
on Julius Netzel’s original Prussian birth certificate) and
Nov. 30, 1881, the date that Franciska Netzel was born in
Buffalo, New York, United States, Dominick and his family
emigrated from Prussia to the United States. Although I
do not know why they left Prussia, the most likely reason
would be the German ruler at the time (Bismark) implementation of Kulturekampf. Prussia was incorporated
into the German Empire in 1871. Kulturekampf tried
to integrate and centralize the German empire against
regionalism and Catholicism. Polish priests, who used
to be teachers and school inspectors, were replaced by
Prussian state functionaries who taught in German. Up
to 1870, all children had to learn German, but Polish was
taught in elementary schools and somewhat in Catholic
high schools. However, by 1872, German was the only
language taught in elementary schools and severe linguistic restrictions were placed on high schools. In 1874, the
use of Polish textbooks was forbidden. In 1876, German
had to be used in the courts and administration, such as
the post office and railway stations. At the same time,
cottage industries, such as weaving, were made obsolete
by technology, such as mechanical looms. Prussia also had
mandatory military service. The anti-Polish/anti-Catholic
atmosphere as well the other issues most likely led them
to leave West Prussia for the United States.
Dominick’s brother Alexander came to the United
States sometime between July 6, 1884 (the date his son
Alexander was born in Prussia) and Nov. 23, 1885, (the
day his son Alexander died in Buffalo). Alexander was
married to Fanciszka Wolnicka in Prussia and brought
his family over to Buffalo. Alexander had 3 children in
West Prussia, Maryanna (Aug. 29, 1879), Francisca (Feb.
6, 1882) and Alexander (July 6, 1884 to Nov. 23, 1885).
Seven children were born in Buffalo NY, Marta (July 9,
1886), Ladislaum (Jan. 6, 1890), Joannear (Nov. 27, 1891),
Helenam (Jan. 11, 1894), Anna (Feb. 19, 1896), Jozef (Feb.
10, 1898 to Oct. 19, 1900) and Stanislaw (Sept. 27, 1900).
Alexander and his family stayed in Buffalo and did not
move to Canada.
Dominick’s brother, Teodor, was not married when
he came to the United States and I don’t have an exact
date of his arrival, but he came before Nov. 10, 1885, the
day he got married in Buffalo. Teodor married Barbara
Rogacka in St. Stanislaus Roman Catholic Church in
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Martha (1920) (Mrs. Bill Lovell) had 1 son: Jimmy.
Phillip (1921) married Doreen Ritchie and they had 4
children: Kevin, Glenda, Garry and Douglas.
Rosaline (1922) (Mrs. Ted Taylor) had 3 children:
Linda, Garth and Bobby who passed away at a young
age.

(1917); Martha (1920); Phillip (1921); Rosaline (1922);
and Edmond (1927-2000).

Julius and Mary Netzel
L to R: Thomas, Michael, Gerald, Debbie, David,
Sophie (Mom) and Raymond
Edmond (1927-2000) married Sophie Panek on July
7, 1956 at Alonsa MB and they have 6 children: Debbie
(1961) is Mrs. Glen Davis; David (1962); Raymond
(1963) married Helen Willerton and he adopted 2 of her
daughters. They have 2 children: Raelynn and Trevor;
Gerald (1965-1990); Michael (1966) married Maria Gertie
Ponterilla in Campbell River, BC, where they reside;
Thomas (1967) married Lori McLaughlin of Erickson.
David, Thomas and Lori are still on the farm.

Sophie and Edmond Netzel
Frances (1906-1941) (Mrs. Anthony Kasprick) had
7 children: Gertrude, Evelyn, Edmond, Henery, Richard,
Andrew and 1 died in infancy.
Nellie (1907-1996) (Mrs. Lawrance Speiss) had 3 children: Irene (Mrs. Donald Suski); Melvin married Sheila
Johnston; and Violet (Mrs. Richard Manolw).
Verna (1910-1969) (Mrs. John Rainka) had 3 children:
Aierthar, David and Ronald.
Agnes (1913) (Mrs. Jack Gillis) had 1 son: Wayne.
Lillian (1914) (Mrs. Lloyd Reid) had 2 children:
Marlene, passed away at a young age, and Dennis, lives
in BC.
John (1917) Connie, Kim, Donna

Back Row L to R: Raymond, David and Debbie
Middle Row: Gerald
Front Row: Michael and Thomas
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Sundays, we would attend a different church each time
and met many more people.
Our three children had all been born in Neepawa, so
we knew the hospitals, doctors and dentists and their facilities. We were impressed by what was available in this small
friendly town. drugstores, three grocery stores, library,
men’s and ladies dress stores and many restaurants. By the
end of February, we knew that this was where we wanted
to spend our retirement years. We planned on moving after
harvest and fall work was complete in 1981. Much of the
summer and fall of 1980, we spent viewing houses and
lots for sale. We decided on the empty lot at the corner
of Brydon Street and 3rd Avenue – just north of the north
entrance of Hazel M. Kellington School. House plans were
drawn up and in April of 1981, as soon as the frost was
out of the ground, they were digging and pouring cement
for the basement. Our business trips into Neepawa during
spring, summer and fall included checking the progress of
the building. By the end of October, we moved into our
dream home – a small retirement home, which the two of
us had planned to meet our needs.
We both took part in various activities and joined
a number of organizations. At the time, Gary was not
married and we spent much time helping him with seeding and harvest. My share of help was important too –
cooking, running the household and running errands for
the men. We were also able to stay in touch with friends
at Waldersee.
There was no Drop-In Centre in Neepawa and eventually a group of men began to make plans. Lloyd Sirett, Roy
Kilburn and Heinz were asked to check on Senior’s Drop
In Centres in the Westman area to bring back ideas of what
to include and what to avoid. Many seniors showed up at
many meetings and added their ideas and opinions. There
was much discussion on how to raise money.

On June 1, 1906, Julius Netzel bought the NE ¼ 5-17-15.
Julius (1877-1960) and Mary (nee Wabick) (1884-1960)
have 11 children, Joseph (1905-1990), Frances (1906-1941)
(Mrs. Anthony Kasprick), they have 7 children: Gertrude,
Evelyn, Edmond, Henery, Richard and Andrew. Nellie
(1907-1996) (Mrs. Lawrence Speiss), they have 3 children: Irene (Mrs. Donald Suski), Melvin, married Sheila
Johnstone and Violet (Mrs. Richard Manlow). Verna (19101969) (Mrs. John Rainka), they have 3 children: Arther,
David and Ronald. Agnes (1913) (Mrs. Jack Gillis), they
have 1 son, Wayne. Lillian (1914) (Mrs. Lloyd Reid), they
have 2 children: Marlene passed away at a young age and
Dennis, who lives in British Columbia. John (1917), with
children: Connie, Kim and Donna. Martha (1920) (Mrs.
Bill Lovell), with one son, Jimmy. Rosaline (1922) (Mrs.
Ted Taylor), they have 3 children: Linda, Garth and Bobby,
who passed away at a young age. Phillip (1921) married
Doreen Ritchie, they have 4 children: Kevin, Glenda,
Garry and Douglas. Edmond (1927-2000), married Sophie
Panek on July 7, 1956 at Alonsa and they have 6 children: Debbie, (1961) (Mrs. Glen Davis), David (1962),
Raymond (1963) married Helen Willerton, and adopted
two of her daughters and have two children Raelynn and
Trevor; Gerald (1965-1990), Michael (1966) married
Maria Gertie Panterilla, in Campbell River, BC where
they reside, Thomas, (1967) married Lori McLaughlin of
Erickson. David, Thomas and Lori are still on the farm.

NEUMANN, HEINZ and BERTHA
Submitted by Bertha Newmann
Previous histories can be found in “Tracks of Time,
Glenella & Districts”:
Page 617 Heinz Neumann
Page 618 Karl and Beate Neumann
Page 817 Pastor Martin and Anna Voss and family
Page 804 Franz and Minna Troegel and family
When our younger son, Gary, was ready to take over
the family farm, we began to make retirement plans. We
had been dealing with businesses in Neepawa for years,
but did not know any people personally. Ralph Kilburn and
Heinz had both been delegates for Manitoba Pool Elevators
for years and had become close friends. He suggested we
come and spend 2 winter months in Neepawa and then
decide whether we would like to retire there. In January
and February of 1980, we did so. Bill and Morrie Orr
spent the winter months in Texas. Ralph arranged that we
could move into their home. We were very comfortable
there and found the neighbors good and very friendly. We
were invited to join the seniors Thursday evening bowling league and got to know many more people. Heinz
would go to morning and afternoon coffees at Co-op. On

Duck Derby July, 1988, Heinz
One of the ideas was the Duck Derby held on the
Whitemud River.
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Turning the sod for Seniors Drop-In Centre, Lloyd Sirett
and Heinz
When the building was done, we had a very large
membership – both women and men. There was table and
floor shuffleboard organized, pool and pool tournaments
and monthly pot lunch suppers. There was a quilting room
and many women worked at this. The money we received
for this work was used to help pay off the debts. Finally,
the day arrived, which we were all looking forward to,
“The Mortgage Burning Celebration!”

Mortgage burning, Roy Kilburn, Myrtle Griffiths, Heinz
and Lloyd Sirett
Gary married Lisa Diane Cardeli at Flin Flon on July
5, 1986. Richard (Rick) married Wendy Louise Kirmayer
on Mar. 26, 1983 in front of the fireplace in Rick’s Ottawa
home. Joyce married William Harold Eddy on July 8, 1988
in Edmonton.
Karl Andrew was born to Lisa and Gary on Apr. 5,
1989. Elise Ann arrived May 11, 1991. Joyce and Bill
Eddy have two adopted sons: Matthew Stephen born July
26, 1986 and Christopher Allen born Feb. 26, 1988. They
were adopted in 1991.
We continued to be actively involved in the farm –
in seeding and harvesting and even more so when the
grandchildren arrived. You can never take the farm out
of a farmer!

Mortgage Burning Mar. 26,1989 at the Drop-In,
Brian Bailey and Teen Choir, Officials Charlie Mayer
and Glen Cummings
Brian Bailey and the teen choir provided some of the
entertainment, officials spoke – Charlie Mayer, Member
of Parliament and Glen Cummings, Member of Legislative
Assembly and others. Four people faced the large audience
– Roy Kilburn, Myrtle Griffiths (representing the ladies),
Heinz and Lloyd Sirett. The match was lit and the paper
began to burn! No one had realized they were standing
under a smoke detector and the fire alarm went off! Ross
Bray, who was caretaker of the Yellowhead Manor rushed
off to tell the tenants there was no fire. Someone phoned
the fire department and Charlie Mayer, one of the tallest
men there is, flapped a newspaper to try and get rid of the
smoke. The whole audience was excited and tense, though
they all knew there was no danger. What an exciting day it
was – for more than one reason. There was no opportunity
for me to take more pictures!

Grandchildren 1998 –
Matthew Eddy, Elise Neumann, Christopher Eddy,
Karl Neumann
We took up golf for exercise and fresh air! We enjoyed
the senior’s bowling and floor shuffle board at the Seniors
Centre. Heinz was very involved with pool and pool tournaments.
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NEWTON, ARTHUR and ELLA

Every winter, we drove or flew to warmer climates for
two or three weeks – Florida, Texas, California, Mexico
and Hawaii. In the summers, we enjoyed trips to the east/
west coasts and thoroughly enjoyed these trips as far north
as Flin Flon. There were two trips to Germany where Heinz
found his birth place which is now in Poland.

Submitted by Alfred Newton
Arthur Newton was the son of Thomas L. Newton,
who came to Manitoba from Ontario in 1878 and took
up a homestead on SE ¼ of 30-14-14, four miles east of
Neepawa. Arthur was born in 1889. In 1917, he married
Ella Ford from Galt, ON. They farmed in the Neepawa area
until 1928. They then moved to the Eden district where
they lived until 1938. At that time, they moved to a farm
at Kelwood. Dad passed away in 1942. Mother passed
away in 1972. The family consisted of six children: Robert,
Alfred, Ivadel, Betty, Russell and Grace.
Robert, the oldest, was born in 1919. In 1947, he
married Mary Christopher from Russell. They began their
farming career at Kelwood. In 1957, they settled on a
farm at Neepawa. Robert passed away in 1992 and Mary
in 2004. They have a family of four sons: Weldon and
Murray live near Neepawa, Bruce is living at Surrey, BC,
and Glen is at Brandon, MB.
Alfred was born in 1920. In 1952, he married Daisy
McIntyre of Ochre River. They farmed in the Kelwood
area where Daisy also taught school for several years.
They retired to Neepawa in 1999. They have one daughter Katherine who is married and living in Muskegon,
Michigan, United States.
Ivadel was born in 1924. In 1947, she married Clayton
McGorman. They farmed in the Kelwood area until Clayton
passed away in 1986. Ivadel passed away in 2004. They
have one son, Owen, who lives in Brandon.
Betty was born in 1926. In 1949, she married Ray
Beckstead. They lived in Winnipeg. Betty worked for many
years for Manitoba Motor Vehicle Branch. Ray passed
away in 1978. In 1990, Betty married Stan Shippam. They
are living in Winnipeg. Betty has two sons. Gary Beckstead
is living in Calgary, and Desmond Beckstead is living in
Ottawa.
Russell was born in 1927. In 1956, he married Eileen
Schultz from Darlingford. They farmed in the Kelwood
area. Eileen, being a nurse, worked for several years at
McCreary and Neepawa Hospitals. They retired to live in
Neepawa in 1995. They have a family of three children:
Kevin is living at Glenboro, MB; Greg is living at Whistler,
BC; and Terri Lynn is at Ste. Rose du Lac, MB.
Grace was born in 1934. In 1953, she married Dave
Smith. They lived in Winnipeg except for a few years
when they lived at Kelwood and Neepawa. Grace worked
for several years for the Department of Veterans Affairs.
Dave passed away in 2002. They have a family of four:
Art is living in Craig, Colorado; Debbie is in Winnipeg;
Douglas is in Surrey, BC; and Kim is living in Cape
Charles, Virginia.

40th anniversary July, 1987, Rick, Joyce, Gary, Wendy,
Heinz, Bertha, Lisa

Bertha and Heinz 50th wedding anniversary,
July 11, 1997
Both of us enjoyed doing volunteer work. We had a
very interesting and enjoyable retirement. We celebrated
our 40th anniversary in July, 1987, with all the family
present. Our 50th was in July, 1997. Heinz passed away
Nov. 23, 1998 at 77 years of age. Due to failing vision, I
moved to Kinsmen Kourts Nov. 26, 1993. I am very happy
in here. You are not alone unless you want to be and I
appreciate the security here.
592

NEWTON, MURRAY and DONNA

Cliff is the eldest son of Jack and Dorothy Nicholson.
Cliff was born in Neepawa. His first three years of schooling were at a country school called Stoney Creek (now
preserved at Riverbend Park). The next five years were at
Neepawa Central School and then completed his schooling
at the Neepawa Collegiate.
His first employment was at Eaton’s mail order in
Winnipeg. Cliff then completed a telegrapher’s course in
Morse code and worked as an assistant agent with Canadian
Pacific Railway at Boissevain and Altona, MB.
In 1956, he gained employment with the Canadian
National Telegraphs as a lineman. In this position, he
worked throughout the provinces of Ontario, Manitoba
and Saskatchewan.
In 1960, Cliff joined the Manitoba Telephone System.
While employed with the MTS, he saw many changes in
technology from open wire to buried cable and eventually
to fiber optics, cable television and digital systems, which
changed the whole concept of communications. His last six
years with the system, were spent in the office in Brandon
in the engineering department. While with MTS, Cliff
worked throughout the province and made many acquaintances. After 34 years, he retired in June 1994.
Cliff has always been interested in sports: growing
up he played baseball and hockey. For many years, Cliff
coached minor hockey. When the Yellowhead Centre
opened, he was instrumental in starting the commercial
hockey league which always completed the season with a
very eventful windup.
Cliff has been involved with the Neepawa Native
Junior “A” Hockey club as a partner in ownership, league
governor, executive member and volunteered in the operation of the club. Cliff and Eleanor initiated the idea of a
Neepawa Native Booster Club to promote fund raising
and awareness of the club. We billeted hockey players for
years and enjoyed having the young players around and
they became family.
Eleanor is the eldest daughter of Mike and Evelyn
Pasosky. Eleanor was born in Winnipeg on June 8, 1942.
The family moved from Reeve, MB to Neepawa in July,
1959. Eleanor received her schooling in Reeve, McCreary,
and Neepawa and then completed two year accounting
course at Assiniboine Community College in Brandon.
Eleanor was first employed at Strock Hardware, and
then was offered a position at Macleods which involved
various duties from clerking, to payroll, accounting, credit
and stock control.
In 1974, Eleanor obtained employment with the
Neepawa Land Titles office, a branch of the Manitoba
Government. This was interesting work, recording all
documents, land transactions, recording plans, statistics
and a big part of my job was assessing fees and maintaining all of the office accounting records. In January, 1999,
Eleanor retired after twenty-five years.

Murray was raised on the family farm located on SE
27-14-16, the third son of Bob and Mary Newton. After
attending Glendale and Neepawa Schools, Murray graduated from Red River Community College with a diploma
in civil engineering technology. Murray worked for Prairie
Farm Rehabilitation Administration in Winnipeg for one
year and Templeton Engineering for four years. While
working in Winnipeg, Murray met and then married Donna
Bell on June 11, 1977.
In the spring of 1979, Murray and Donna moved to
Neepawa to become involved with the farm that his dad
operated with Murray’s oldest brother, Weldon. In 1984,
Murray and Weldon bought the farm from their mom and
dad. The boys continue to operate the farm today raising
hogs, grain and oilseeds.
Murray and Donna lived in Neepawa until 1982 when
they built a house on NW 22-14-16 across the road from
the farmyard. Donna taught school in Kelwood, MB
from 1979 to 1983 and then substituted in the schools in
Beautiful Plains School Division after 1993. They have
three children: Nancy – 1983, Cheryl – 1986, and Scott –
1988. All three have gone to university to study. Nancy is
studying athletic therapy, Cheryl is taking education and
Scott is taking agriculture. Nancy is to be married on Feb.
9, 2008 to Harry Ewachewski.

NICHOLSON, CLIFF and ELEANOR
Submitted by Eleanor Nicholson

Cliff and Eleanor met in 1959 and were married June,
1962 and have lived in Neepawa ever since. They designed
and built two homes in Neepawa and now reside in the
condominium corporation at Hillcrest Estates, south of
town.
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Not having a family, I became very involved with the
community as a volunteer: an active executive member
of the Neepawa and District Centennial Committee that
started the Yellowhead Centre, original organizer of the
Yellowhead Ladies Auxiliary that operates the concession
in the rink that still operates today; an active member of
the Neepawa Golf and Country Club since the 70s and was
responsible for organizing the Wednesday Night Business
Girls Golf League. I served as a chairperson with Summer
Games in 1975 and 1992 and the Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute – Neepawa Collegiate Institute Reunion in 1978.
Probably my most rewarding concept, was the idea of
promoting and developing a Neepawa Lily Festival each
July and getting Neepawa recognized as the “The World
Lily Capital”.
I feel fortunate to have been awarded the following
tributes: Government of Canada Celebration 88 Award for
Volunteer Service, Heart of Gold Award, Travel Manitoba
Innovation Award 1997, YWCA Women of Distinction
Award 1998, Chamber of Commerce Volunteer of the Year
Award 2002, the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal 2002, and
the Rotary International Paul Harris Award.
Cliff and Eleanor are active members of the Neepawa
United Church. Eleanor was a key member on the executive building committee of the new church.
An important part of our life has been our traveling to
different parts of Europe, North America, wintering in the
Caribbean, Mexico, Hawaii, Australia and New Zealand.
Cliff and Eleanor are having an enjoyable retirement
and are thankful for the life style we have in the town of
Neepawa.

Photo of original house
Charles Edward and wife Ella (Kerr) purchased
the land from his father. They moved to N ½ 3-15-16
on Christmas Eve, 1935 with their sons William Oscar
and Charles Patrick. After fifteen years, they retired to
Neepawa in 1950 when their oldest son, William, married
Donna Marley and took over the family farm. Bill and
Donna lived in their house for 48 years until Bill’s death
in 1998. Donna still resides there and has for 57 years.
Bill and Donna have three daughters: Moira, Norma
and Laurie. Moira lives in Winnipeg. Norma married Dan
Hackewich and have a son Brad and a daughter Dallis.
Norma and Dan live in SW 9-15-16, RM of Rosedale.
Laurie married Lyle Madill of Bethany and have a son
Blake. Laurie farms the Nicholson N ½ 3-15-16 making
her the fifth generation to do so on this land.

NICHOLSON, JAMES WILLIAM and MARY
ANN
James William Nicholson came from South Shields,
England in June, 1882 and purchased NW 3-15-16, RM
of Rosedale. In 1883, he purchased the NE 3-15-16. He
then returned to England. In 1889, James William and
Mary Ann (Chapman) sold this land to his son William
Edward and wife Lucy (Hoskins). They built this house
in the early 1890s on the bank of Stoney Creek. They
lived there until 1935, when they retired to Neepawa to
207 Boundary Street. They have three children: Charles,
James and Alice
Charles was born in this house August, 1895, his
brother James, in 1897 and his sister Alice, in August,
1903. Alice weighed only 1lb 3 oz when she was born.
As she was so tiny, she spent the summer living in a
grape basket filled with cotton batten on the wide kitchen
windowsill. As this window faced south, the sun was used
as an incubator.

Photo of current home
The stone walls of the house were raised by a stone
mason from McCreary. The basement was done the first
year and left to settle. The walls were put up the second
year. The granite stones were hauled up on planks, one by
one by one man wheeling a wheelbarrow. The higher the
wall processed; the longer the ramp had to be. The granite
stones were 44 inches thick at the base of the basement
and taper off to 27 inches at the attic. These granite stones
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all came out of Stoney Creek which runs through the land.
In a previous history book, it was noted that the lime kiln
for all district building came from this 3-15-16 quarter
section because of the huge dents made in the creek bed.
The huge indentations were made by the removal of the
stones. This is false. The actual lime kiln was on the Rob
Kerr farm, SE 13-5-17, RM of Minto, slightly north and
west of Franklin.
In 1985, Bill and Donna removed all the old horsehair
and lime mortar. The stones were re-done with modern
materials that are supposed to stand for 500 years.
The original porch that surrounded the front of the
house was replaced in 1985, following the original design.
The eight-sided front tower on the front is actually a beautiful winding staircase inside the house.

Back Row L to R: Cameron, Landrew, Pamela, Al, Andrea
Front Row: Barb, Bruce and Karas
A couple of year sago, Bruce and I purchased the
Jim and Gert Milne house located at NW 23-14-13 in the
Mekiwin district. We are in the process of restoring the
house to its original glory and will move in the spring of
2008 when the house turns a century old.

NICOLL, BRUCE and BARB
Submitted by Barb Nicoll
Bruce and I first moved to the Arden area in the
spring of 1977. We rented a house from Keith and Darlene
Windus. In the fall of 1978, we purchased and moved to
a house in Keyes. Andrea (1978), Landrew (1980) and
Cameron (1981) were born in Neepawa. In early 1982, we
moved to Dauphin where Pamela (1983) was born. We,
then, moved to Clandeboye in the fall of 1989. The fall
of 1998, saw us move back to the Arden area to the house
in which we are currently living (NW 29-14-13, RM of
Lansdowne). Andrea, Landrew and Cameron graduated
from the Regional High School in Selkirk. Pamela graduated from the Neepawa Collegiate.
Bruce works as a project manager for International
Business Machines, part time in Winnipeg and from home.
I work as an educational assistant at the Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute with life skills class.
Andrea works in Cochrane, AB as a veterinary assistant. She married Al Munz in 2005 and they have a daughter, Karas (2007). Al works on a ranch near Cochrane.
Landrew is with the Armed Forces. He completed two
tours of duty in Afghanistan (2002 and 2006) with the 2nd
PPCLI battalion based in Shilo. In the spring of 2007, he
transferred from the army to the air force and is based in
Camp Borden, ON. He is currently taking fire fighting
training in Stephenville, NFLD with graduation scheduled
for the spring of 2008.
Cameron is employed by the Springhill Farms Hog
Plant in Neepawa as a power engineer. He lives near
Bethany on the old Parrott yard site that has the eightsided barn.
Pamela graduated from the University of Manitoba
with a degree in civil engineering. She works for Samson
Engineering in Brandon. She recently purchased a home
in Minnedosa.

NIELSEN, SHIRLEY “ANN”
Submitted by Ann Nielsen
Shirley “Ann” was born at Vancouver, BC, Dec. 22,
1941. A roving childhood was spent in Chilliwack, Mission,
Hammond, Haney and Pitt Meadows. Graduation from
high school in 1960 came with a train ticket to Winnipeg,
MB. My mother’s family was from Virden, MB and I am a
descendant of the Jeramiah Devon Heaman tribe. My sister
Karan Nelson (Gary) lives in Vernon, BC. My brothers
Roy and Paul are deceased.
I studied at the Winnipeg General Hospital for six
months then worked at Great West Life as a file clerk
and secretary (1961-1963). While living at the Young
Women’s Christian Association, my floor mates decided
I was the best candidate for a blind date with a theology
student. I met and married Gordon Ivan Fulford in 1962.
After Gordon’s ordination in 1963 we moved to Rossburn,
MB. There my four daughters were born: Koren “Reneé”
(Nov. 2, 1963), Holly Christine (Dec. 11, 1964) Nicole
Annette (Aug. 25, 1967) and Neysa Hope (Aug. 1, 1968).
The family moved to Neepawa in July, 1969. We lived on
Vivian Street, 5th Avenue and in the 2nd Avenue manse
until 1979. Gordon, at that time, moved on in his life.
The girls and I rented the apartment above the Bank of
Commerce until July, 1986.
The single motherhood era began. Supervising and
curtailing teenage ventures and adversities was a challenge.
I was now working full time (days, evenings, and nights) as
a nurse’s aide at the hospital. My licensed practical nurse
certificate was obtained from Assiniboine Community
College, Brandon, the winter of 1982-83. Ice and snow,
daily commutes to school, and work hours in training made
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worked in Vancouver, BC and Regina, SK before returning to Manitoba in 1987. She and Gabriel Toichoa Buaha
(Jan. 30, 1964, Ph.D in Economics) married June 30, 1994.
They reside in Orleans, ON. Gabriel works for Canada
Post. Renee home schools three of their five children.
Raul (Jan. 15, 1997), Veronica (July 8, 1998) and Angelina
(Jan. 12, 2000). Rafael (Apr. 15, 1995) attends Catholic
day school and Kailan (Dec. 17, 1989) spends his days at
school for the handicapped, physically and mentally challenged. Extracurricular activities include soccer, piano,
ballet, swimming, skating, Cubs and chores.

for unquestionable character building. Challenging the
registered nurses diploma course at Red River Community
College happened in 1986. In June of 1987, I was the proud
recipient of a long time goal (Ann, registered nurse). Camp
Wannakumbac, Clear Lake became home for two months.
No employment was to be found in Manitoba under the
Pauley Government, thus a northern nursing experience in
High Prairie, AB began (1987-1988).

L to R: Renee, Neysa, Holly
Seated: Nicole
Nielsen-Fulford girls, 2004
My parents were becoming fragile and my father was
in a care facility in Maple Ridge, BC. I moved west again
and found full time vocation at the Vancouver General
Hospital (Banfield pavilion, 1988-1999). Caring for the
elderly became a specialty. I received my gerontology
certificate (1997) after 18 months part time studies with
credits towards my Bachelor of Nursing at the University
of British Columbia and Vancouver Community College.
British Columbia’s Regional Health Authority encroachment with health care made early retirement attractive.
My parents were now deceased and grandchildren in
Winnipeg, MB enticed.
After returning to Winnipeg in April, 1999, I
completed a nursing foot care certificate and then joined
VON Winnipeg (June, 1999) doing home care. Winnipeg
Regional Health Authority took over in 2001. Retirement
again looked inviting. I returned to Neepawa in 2002 and
commuted to work in Winnipeg for a year before joining
the staff at East View Lodge and the home care at the
health unit in 2003. I lodged at Kinsmen Kourts, rented
on 3rd Avenue and finally settled at 501 4th Avenue in my
retirement cottage.
In the event anyone asks, “Where are the girls
now?”
Renee graduated 1981 and went to Europe on monies
saved from working at the Co-op after school and weekends. She completed a computer program certificate at
Hertzing, Winnipeg (1982-1983). She moved to and

Back: Renee
Middle Row L to R: Gabriel, Kailan, Rafael, Raul
Front Row: Angelina, Veronica
Toichoa-Fulford Family – 2006
Holly graduated in 1982. She has her Bachelor of Arts,
Bachelor of Education from the University of Manitoba.
She taught grades 7-9 French/physical education immersion until 2003. She now has a home based business with
USANA and teaches aerobics, etc. with/for Winnipeg
community centers when she is not being a soccer and
volleyball mom with a taxi service. Martin Jeffrey (Jan.
30, 1963) and she were married July 13, 1985. Martin
is a carpenter entrepreneur. They have three children,
Mackenzie (July 4, 1992), Sawyer (Apr. 10, 1995) and
Ashton (Jan. 24, 1999). Spending time at their grandpa/
great grandpa Ivan’s farm in Pelly, SK along with biking,
soccer, swimming and canoeing make the days short.
Nicole graduated in 1985 at Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute. Her varied and many career changes (waitressing,
business administration, accounting for Noranda Mine and
Smelt, early childhood development with daycares) has
facilitated greatly in completing her Bachelor of Social
Work (2007 at the U of M) with distinction. She will be
employed at the Victoria General Hospital in emergency.
Nicole married Wayne Neault (Sept. 16, 1967) on Jan. 30,
1999. Their high energized/maintenance family include
Joshua (May 30, 1991), Shaudee (Aug. 2, 1994) and Adara
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Ivan’s farm. Kyle is a refrigeration mechanic. He has a son
Jeff from a previous marriage. Motor biking, fishing, band,
child minding, driver’s education, camping and further
house renovations keep everyone on schedule.

(May 26, 1999). Wayne’s engineering degree and employment allows him travel and entertainment throughout
Canada and the United States. He has two sons, Andrew
and Scott (away from home) from a previous relationship.
Soccer, hiking, drivers education, basketball, football and
socializing help reduce household stresses and consume
energy.

Top Row: Jeff
Middle Row L to R: Kyle, Neysa, Alyssa
Front Row: Michelle
Fulford, O’Brien Closen family – 2006
Back Row L to R: Ashton, Mackenzie, Sawyer
Front: Holly, Martin
Fulford – Jeffrey Family – 2006

Grannie Annie Nielsen and Kailan Fulford – 2005
Visits and phone calls weekly keep us all together as
a family.
L to R: Nicole, Wayne, Shaudee, Joshua,
Above Adara
Fulford and Neault Family – 2006

NORDSTROM, RON and DIANNE
Submitted by Ron Nordstrom

Neysa moved to Vancouver, then Victoria, BC following graduation in 1986. She married Miles O’Brien (June
26, 1962) in a civil ceremony Nov. 17, 1988 (divorced
2005). Neysa and daughters Michelle (May 23, 1991),
Alyssa (Apr. 6, 1993) returned to Manitoba in 2001.
Neysa bought a fixer- upper in Winnipeg and proceeded to
build, plumb, wire, plaster, paint and carpet her now three
bedroom (1926 original) home. She received her business administrative assistant certificate from Hertzing in
2005 and is presently working for Accent Flooring. Neysa
and her significant other, Kyle Clossen (Nov. 19, 1962)
celebrated togetherness Dec. 25, 2006 at her grandfather

Ron Nordstrom was born in Atikokan, ON in 1959.
When he was very young, his family moved back to
Sprague, MB where he grew up. He attained a Bachelor
of Physical Education degree and teaching certificate at
the University of Manitoba. In 1981, he moved north to
his first teaching job in Cranberry Portage.
Dianne Nordstrom (Milne) was born in 1959 in
Portage la Prairie. There, she attended high school at
Portage Collegiate. She received her Bachelor of Arts and
teaching certificate from the University of Winnipeg and
went to teach in The Pas, MB in 1981. While coaching
basketball for The Pas, she met Ron and the two were
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George Crabbe (brother of the bride). After the ceremony,
the couple was chased by all that attended the wedding
and were almost killed by a train crossing at the west
end of town. They honeymooned at Clear Lake, before
taking up residence, ½ mile south of the North family farm
(NW13-14-17). They lived there until 1940. Their first son,
Ronald was born here. Then, in 1940, they rented a farm
at Bethany. Their second child, a daughter Isabelle was
born in the Minnedosa Hospital. Carl realizing that they
needed a steady income moved the family to Neepawa in
1941 and he obtained employment with the Canadian Salt
Well. They resided at 336 Hamilton Street. There wasn’t
a union at the plant as yet, the wages were low and the
workers had to work 6 days a week and 12 hour shifts.
Carl and Edith’s next two children were born: Lyle in 1942
and Linda in 1943.
In 1945, Carl’s dad had quit farming, so they packed up
the family and moved to the family farm south of Franklin
(NE 23-24-17). This house was big and roomy with enough
bedrooms for everyone. Then, in 1947, another daughter
arrived – Judy. The roads were blocked so Carl had to get
Edith to the highway by horse and cutter, where they were
met to go the rest of the way by car. In 1957, Carl returned
to work for the Canadian Salt Well. He was still farming
but with the help of his sons. All was quiet till October,
1959, when winter came early. We can remember having to
dig potatoes and cabbage, etc. out of a foot of snow. This
was also when their youngest son Larry was born.

eventually married. Dianne obtained a job teaching high
school math and moved to Cranberry Portage where the
two lived for many years.
Ron and Dianne moved to Neepawa on the August
long weekend of 1999. They had often passed through
Neepawa while traveling between their parent’s homes and
Cranberry Portage. They often wondered what it would
be like to live in this beautiful community, and finally
had the chance to find out when Dianne secured a job
teaching high school technology classes at Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute. Ron was offered a job teaching Grade
7 and 8 classes in Plumas.
Their first home was rural property rented from
Malcolm Murray just east of the lily growing fields. Spring
that year came early and on Easter weekend, they cycled
the eight miles to town in shorts. After living up north
for eighteen years, they thought the warm weather was a
normal condition and that they had moved to the tropics.
They were sure that the climate in Neepawa was considerably more favourable than in northern Manitoba. The
next few winters confirmed that the weather in southern
Manitoba could be just as miserable as in the north.
The next year, they bought the historic Dunlop home at
578 Mountain Avenue and moved to town. After living in
Cranberry Portage, they marveled at life in a larger community. Neepawa had a theatre, an art gallery, a museum, a
swimming pool, campgrounds, an active curling club and
skating rink, ski trails close by, and a number of different
restaurants. Ron taught Grade 8 classes in Gladstone that
second year. In the fall of 2001, he became the technology
coordinator for Beautiful Plains School Division.
Ron and Dianne both joined curling and were active
cross country ski club members. They also took advantage of the ski trails at nearby Sprucewoods Provincial
Park and Riding Mountain National Park. Ron joined the
Whitemud Comedy Company and enjoyed his involvement
in their annual spring productions. He also joined with
Lorne Lagimondiere, Blair Chapman and Greg Nelson to
form “Swamp Gas”, an acoustic band who play folk, Irish,
East Coast and Bluegrass music.
They continue to live in Neepawa and enjoy everything
this friendly community has to offer.

NORTH, CARL and EDITH (nee CRABBE)
Carl was born at Franklin, MB on Mar. 2, 1913. He
was the youngest child of Wesley and Annie North.
Edith Crabbe was born in Neepawa on Mar. 2, 1918.
She was the youngest daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth
Crabbe.
Carl and Edith met at Franklin dance and were married
Oct. 8, 1936, in the Presbyterian Manse in Neepawa. The
bridal party was Alice Govenlock (sister of the groom) and

Back Row L to R: Larry North, Judy Perrett,
Linda Baker, Lyle North, Isabelle McConnell, Ron North
Front Row: Edith North and Carl North
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Fern came to Neepawa in January, 1964, to work at
the Bank of Montreal. Fern worked at the Neepawa bank
until July, 1966. After Fern and Larry were married, they
moved to Winnipeg and Fern transferred to the Bank of
Montreal at the corner of Ellice Avenue and Berry Street
and Larry went back to school.
In September of 1966, Larry began his lab and x-ray
training with the Manitoba Government sponsoring this
career opportunity and then giving their students a position
of employment in a rural Manitoba hospital. Fortunately,
after graduating, there was a position available in Neepawa
and Larry was given the opportunity to move back to
Neepawa to work until he retired in May, 1998 (April,
1969 – May, 1998). Neepawa was a great place to raise
their four daughters.
On Oct. 4, 1969, the first child was born, a daughter
named Michelle Lee. Michelle has spent her entire life in
Neepawa. She graduated from NACI, took a nurses aide
course and is employed at East View Lodge. Michelle
married Rob Chemerika on Oct. 3, 1998. They have two
daughters, Kellie (4 years old) and Brooke (2 years old).
Rob works at the Springhill Farms Hog Plant.
In September, 1971, a second daughter was born,
named Anita Marie. Anita worked at the Chalet Restaurant
and at the Chicken Delight Restaurant where she was
employee of the month in June, 1989. Anita married Mike
Vandeponseele in August, 1993, moved to Okotoks, AB
and then to Prince Rupert and Smithers, BC where Mike
was the Saan Store manager. They have two children,
Ashley (age 12) and Ryan (age 10).
Anita, Ashley and Ryan moved back to Neepawa in
February, 2000. Anita operates a daycare business from
her home.
Daughter number three was born in November, 1973,
named Charla Lynn. After graduating from NACI, Charla
took her education degree course at the Brandon University.
Upon completion, Charla taught school for two years at
the northern reserve at South Indian Lake and then taught
as a term teacher for the Brandon School Division. Charla
married Chad Yerex in August of 1999. They now have two
daughters, Charlize (4 years old) and Courtney (2 years
old). The Yerex’s are presently living at Gillam, MB. Chad
is a member of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and
was posted at Gillam in September, 2005. They expect to
be there until 2009.
In October, 1975, daughter number four was born into
the Novak household at 8 Adams Avenue in Neepawa.
Lori Paula was a very active person at school and played
many different sports. Her favourite athletic sport was
baseball. She was the back catcher for the Neepawa girls’
team. The team won the provincial championship in 1987.
Lori married Sean McIntosh in July, 1998. They have
two daughters, Erica Jean, born July 2, 2000 and Sadie
Katherine born Nov. 5, 2001 and a son, Addison Sean,

In 1971, Edith went to work for East View Lodge in
Neepawa. She worked there till her retirement in 1978.
Upon her retirement, they decided to winter in Weslaco,
Texas. They enjoyed their time there. They made many
new friends and enjoyed their time playing cards, dancing
and going to farmer markets. Upon their return from the
south, they moved to Otter Lake for the summers. They did
this for 11 years. Because of Carl’s poor health, they felt it
was best to move back to an apartment in Neepawa. Later,
they moved into the Yellowhead Manor, till Carl’s death in
February, 1996 and Edith’s death in March, 1999.
They had 11 grandchildren and to date have 13 great
grandchildren.

NORTH, RONALD
Ron took over the family farm in 1978 and farmed
until 1995. He decided to move to Neepawa and bought a
house on 3rd Street, were he still resides today.
In 1988, Ron started to work part time for Boyles
Creamery. In July, 1991, Schwan’s bought out the Boyles
and Ron worked for them till October of 1999. Goodlife
Foods bought out Schwan’s in April, 2000 and Ron worked
for them till September, 2006.
Ron and Lyle worked together at Sharpen Up until
Lyle’s death in December, 2005.

NOVAK, LARRY and FERN
Submitted by Larry Novak
On May 9, 1943, Larry Paul was born to Paul and
Jean Novak at the old Neepawa Hospital, which in 1954
was converted to apartment dwellings and renamed “The
Osborne Home”.
Larry is the eldest of nine children: five boys and four
girls. Larry grew up on a farm four and one half miles
directly north of Neepawa. It was a one half section of land.
The section/township description is SW 22-15-15W.
Larry attended Mountain View Country School from
Grades1 through 8. In July, 1958, Larry moved to Neepawa,
lived and worked at the Neepawa and District Hospital and
attended the Neepawa Area Collegiate.
After graduating from high school, Larry gained
employment with Canada Safeway and worked at the
Neepawa store #614 from August, 1963 to January, 1965,
then was transferred along with store manager, Bill Smith
to the new Safeway store #615, at Dryden, ON. Larry
worked at the Dryden Safeway store until July, 1966.
On July 2, 1966, Larry returned to Neepawa and on
July 16, 1966, married Fern Dudman from Onanole, MB.
Fern is the daughter of Ted and Dorothy Dudman. Fern is
the middle child of seven siblings.
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NOVAK, PAUL and JEAN

born July 3, 2007. Lori has her own hair styling business
in Neepawa at Venus Hair and Body Care. Sean works at
North Star Seed.

Submitted by Larry and Yvonne
The patriarchs and matriarchs of this family begin
with Frank Novak and Rose Kasprick on Paul’s side of the
family and Benjamin Oakley and Mary Popein on Jean’s
side of the family. Frank Novak emigrated from Poland
and met Rose Kasprick, who was born in Huns Valley,
which is present-day Polonia. Ben Oakley married Mary
Popein from Polonia, and they lived in the Polonia district
until they retired from the farm and moved to Neepawa to
spend their remaining years. The Frank and Rose Novak
family lived in the Glendale district (a few miles SW of
Neepawa) from 1918 to approximately 1934, then, moved
to the Mountain View district, five miles north of Neepawa
which is in the RM of Rosedale.
Paul and Jean married in January, 1942, after a very
short courtship. They purchased the SW ½ 22-15-15 and
raised five of the nine children at this first farm. The children born here were: Larry (1942); Dennis (1946); Arnold
(1948); Janette (1951); and Paulette (1953). The Novak
family decided to move one mile to the west and lived
at Paul’s home place because the house was much larger
and was able to comfortably accommodate the expanding
family. Paul and Jean lived at this farm site from 1955
to 1958. Due to the extreme difficulty of managing both
farms, and especially doing chores at both barns during the
winter months, Paul and Jean decided to move back to the
“East” farm. This move was short lived because two more
daughters were born into the Novak family. The two girls
were Yvonne (1957) and Debbie (1959). The Fred Coulter
( ¼ section) farm came up for sale, located at NE 21-15-15.
It was only about a half mile from the “East” farm and
the house was so much larger. It had six bedrooms. Most
of the siblings did not have to share a bed. The last two
Novak children were born at this time. Christopher (1962)
and Randy (1964).
Seven of the nine children attended Mountain View
School. This country school was in operation until 1966,
when consolidation of the school districts happened, and
all the country school children were bused to Neepawa
or Eden. Paul drove a school bus for a few years until he
experienced a non-fatal heart attack in 1976.
Larry moved from the farm to Neepawa in 1958
to attend high school and began Grade 9. He lived and
worked at the Neepawa Hospital until graduating from
Grade 12. For more information, please see the LARRY
and FERN NOVAK family history.
Dennis graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute and tried to go into a drafting occupation. This did
not materialize and he ended up driving the ambulance and
working with White’s Funeral Home. He became a funeral
director and still is employed in this profession to this day
in Pincher Creek, AB. He married Linda Drummond, from

Back Row L to R: Courtney Yerex, Charla Yerex,
Chad Yerex, Sean McIntosh, Lori McIntosh,
Anita Novak, Rob Chemerika, Michelle Chemerika,
Brooke Chemerika
Middle Row L to R: Ashley Vandeponseele, Larry Novak,
Sadie McIntosh, Fern Novak, Kellie Chemerika
Front Row L to R: Ryan Vandeponseele, Charlize Yerex,
Erica McIntosh
Fern came out of domestic retirement and worked as a
sales associate with Saan Stores in Neepawa from October,
1986 until March, 2004.
After learning how to play the guitar in the spring
of 1957, Larry found out how much fun it was to play
music in a dance band. For the next 45 years, Larry played
with a variety of local dance bands, from Matt and the
Westernaires, Eddie Kuharski and the Melody Pals (for 15
years), Early Frost (3 years) and the Country Ramblers (8
years). Since 2000, I have not been connected to a regular
group on a full time basis but do free lance playing whenever someone needs a replacement member for the band.
Since the early 1960s, I have written songs and melodies. In February, 1992, Keith Bradford from Nashville
heard and recorded my very first song titled “People Say”.
Keith played the bass guitar in the Kitty Wells backup
band. Since “People Say” was recorded, I have over 30
songs recorded by Nashville musicians and artists. These
songs are available on cassettes and CDs.
We are happy to be grandparents of 8 grandchildren
and one more to arrive in early July, 2007.
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Debbie, the last daughter to be born into the Novak
household, graduated from NACI in 1977. For a short
time, she worked at the Gill and Schmall Travel Agency.
It was on a “Farm Trip” to Chicago that she met her
future husband, Henry Bruinsma who, later, became the
co-owner of Fun Sun Vacations which was headquartered
in Edmonton, AB. This marriage in September of 1981
yielded two children: a son named Travis and a daughter
named Marina.
In July, 1962, another boy was born into the Novak
family. This was Christopher who excelled throughout his
school years. He was class valedictorian at his graduation
from NACI in 1980. He graduated from the Lab and X-Ray
course in 1982 and obtained an employment position with
the Manitoba Department of Health at the Dauphin Lab
and X-Ray Department. He married in 1988 and has three
children: Joshua, Drew and Mackenzie.
In 1964, the “baby” of the family arrived. It was
another son for Paul and Jean, who was named Randy.
Randy acquired the mechanical instincts. He is the “family
mechanic” and can fix anything with tires and an engine.
He graduated from NACI in June, 1982. He then pursued
a career in mechanics and graduated from the Mechanic
School at The Pas, MB. In the mid 1980s, Randy came
back to Neepawa and began working at the Valley ChevOlds dealership and currently is employed at the Murray’s
of Neepawa dealership. He is the father of Nathan and
Shelayne.
Paul and Jean were in the process of selling the
“Coulter Farm” and getting ready to retire to Neepawa in
June of 1992. This did not materialize because Paul had a
fatal heart attack on July 18, 1992. After the auction sale,
Jean moved to Neepawa, alone, to the suite that was previously selected by Paul and Jean. This apartment was on the
second storey of the Evergreen Apartments on Mountain
Avenue in Neepawa. Jean spent 10 years living there until
her death on Nov. 30, 2002. Paul and Jean were both 77
years of age when they passed on.

Vancouver, in August, 1969. Linda was employed as a
Licensed Practical Nurse at the Neepawa Hospital in the
mid 1960s. They raised two sons and a daughter.
Arnold was and still is, a “perpetual educator”. He
followed his brother, Larry’s footsteps and lived at the
Neepawa Hospital while attending NACI. He found these
years to be very fulfilling and a great experience. After
graduating from Grade 12, Arnold attended Brandon
University and received his degree in Education. He later
attended the University of Indiana in Bloomington, Indiana
and received his Master’s degree in Education. He spent
many years teaching education in Malawi, Central Africa.
Presently, Arnie is employed as a professor at the Brandon
University heading the graduate studies program. Arnie
married Diane Schultz, a Chicago girl, in July, 1995.
Jan, the eldest daughter, moved to Vancouver, BC after
graduating from NACI. She presently lives in Kelowna,
BC and is the mother of two children, Ryan and Kristi.
Paulette, a girl who really loved to be around horses
while she lived on the farm, graduated from high school
and moved to Brandon. She was employed at K-Mart and
this is where she met her future husband, Ivan Soloway,
another K-Mart employee. They were married in 1972.
They have a son and a daughter: Kory and Tenille.
Presently, Paulette and Ivan own and operate a Bed and
Breakfast called Casa Maley B and B on Victoria Avenue
in Brandon.
Daughter number three is Yvonne. After graduation,
she was employed with the Bank of Montreal in Neepawa
as a teller. She married Kelly Robertson in July, 1977.
For more information please see the Mervin Robertson
family history.

NUGENT, CHARLIE and LILLIAN
Charles Cook Nugent was born in Gravelbourg, SK
in 1916 to Harold and Mary Cook Nugent. His father had
come from the London area of Ontario, his mother from
Forfar, Scotland. Together, his parents had homesteaded
north of Gravelbourg and had done well until the depression
period of “The Dirty Thirties”. Times became so desperate
at this time that Harold left Gravelbourg to look for work
in Chicago as a mechanic and there he died of a massive
heart attack at the age of 42. Back home, the family lost
the farm and Charlie, his mother, sister, Mary and brotherin-law John Harrison, headed east to Manitoba and began
farming again a few miles south of Stonewall. Here the

Back Row L to R: Dennis, Larry, Paul, Arnold, Chris,
Randy
Front Row L to R: Jan, Jean, Paulette, Yvonne, Debbie
(taken approx. 1988)
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Owning a horse, joining 4-H, baseball games at the local
schoolyard and square dances in the schoolhouse were
just a few. But with the fun came tragedy. On Nov. 11,
1962, Charlie and Lillian’s second son Charles Grant, aged
16, was killed in a tractor accident when a load of bales
collapsed upon him. Tragedy struck again in 1973, when
Lillian was stricken with a form of cancer called multiple
myloma. She had just taken early retirement from her
teaching career at Neepawa Collegiate with the intention
that she and Charlie would travel and see the sights of our
great country. But that was not to be.

grass was still green and hope once again stirred within.
It was here that Charlie met Lillian Kennedy Dott, a local
school teacher. Lillian was a graduate of the University of
Winnipeg where she had earned a Bachelor of Arts degree.
They were married in 1943. Five children were born to
this union: Elizabeth, James, Grant, Margaret and Daniel
Bruce. The family did not stay at Stonewall long. Charlie
moved his family to Barrie, ON where he again farmed for
a while. Later, he worked for Brennan Paving Company,
was a lineman with Ontario Hydro and a mechanic for the
army at Camp Borden, ON.

Family of Charlie and Lillian
Beth, Jim, Grant holding Danny and Margaret
Sad and lonely days followed for Charlie. He now
must raise his youngest son Danny on his own, keep house
and take on the challenge of chief cook and bottle washer.
However, although mourning lasts for the night, joy does
come in the morning and in 1976, Charlie married a former
neighbour and friend from Barrie, ON. Her name was
Evelyn Spark.
Charlie and Evelyn were married in Barrie, ON in
September of 1976. This began an annual migration with
the “snow-birds” to become part of the winter Texans for
the next 30 years living in a trailer park in McCallum,
Texas. Here they made many lasting friendships and took
many trips into Mexico and throughout Texas. This ended
in 2006, when they sold their trailer and decided to stay
home on the farm for the winter. As of 2007, Dad and
Evelyn both enjoy fairly good health and are able to live in
their own home with a minimum of help from the family.
Dad still keeps a big garden and insists doing most things
himself. An independent, or perhaps a stubborn streak, that
sometimes works to his advantage and sometimes not.
Evelyn Thorsen was born and raised in northern
Saskatchewan in the Christopher Lake area. She has two
children: Loren who owns a publishing business in southern Ontario and Carol, who is an airline stewardess with
Air Canada and lives in Vancouver, BC. A third child,
David, died of cancer in Barrie, ON. Charlie and Evelyn
live on the farm at NW 19-14-19W.

Charles, Lillian, Beth, Jim and Margaret and Grant
He was also self-employed for many years. He would
bid on old H-huts (army barracks), tear them down and
sell the lumber, wiring and fixtures. His kids spent many
week-ends and holidays pulling nails out of the salvaged
lumber. He also used a great deal of this material to build
a number of houses for re-sale as well as two homes for
his own family in the Angus and Barrie districts about 60
miles north of Toronto.
But the call of the farm was always there and in 1960,
he “sold it all”, bought a big old truck, loaded it to the hilt
and came west. He bought the Archie McNair farm east of
Neepawa at NW 19-14-14W and became a dairy farmer
shipping whole milk to Modern Dairies in Brandon. Lillian
taught at the Neepawa Collegiate. Farming in Neepawa
meant many changes. The last time Charlie had farmed
it was with horses, binders and threshing machines. Now
it was tractors, balers and combines. There was a lot to
learn and sometimes it was only through trial and error
that this was managed. The neighbours probably had many
a chuckle at “those eastern greenhorns”.
Although farming at Neepawa had many challenges,
it also presented much enjoyment for the whole family.
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other competitors. Jim married the former Joan Walker of
Elkhorn in 1976 and to this union were born three children: Shawn, Tyler and Heidi, Joan obtained her degree in
Nursing in 1992 and is currently employed with Northern
Community Health, flying in and out of northern Manitoba
for various periods of time. She too, has enjoyed the
rodeo circuit competing mainly in the barrel racing and
steer undecorating events. Shawn is a licensed electrician
working with Hiller Electric of Neepawa. Tyler works in
construction in Alberta and Heidi is in Grade 9 at Neepawa
Area Collegiate Institute. Jim and Joan reside on the farm
at NW 19-14-14W.

NUGENT, DANNY and KAREN
Daniel Bruce Nugent was born in Barrie, ON on Jan.
3, 1959, the third son and fifth child of Charles Cook
Nugent and the late Lillian Dott Nugent. At the age of two
years, Danny came with his parents and siblings: Beth, Jim,
Grant and Margaret to the Neepawa area and settled on
the Archie McNair farm south east of town. Danny began
his education at Union School and continued in Neepawa,
graduating from the Neepawa Collegiate in 1976.
Danny worked on the family farm helping his dad from
an early age. Before going farming full time, he worked
for the Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration and for
Trail Meats in Neepawa. Danny married the former Karen
Boyd, fourth daughter of Elbourne and Faye Boyd (nee
Whelpton) of Riding Mountain on Apr. 25, 1981. Karen
was born in Winnipeg on Feb. 28, 1961 and when she was
only a few months old, she moved with her parents to the
family farm south of Riding Mountain. Here, she was
raised with siblings Debbie, Marlene, Kim and Randal.
Four children were born to Danny and Karen: Susan,
Bryce, Becky and Lance.

Charlie and Evelyn Nugent

The Jim Nugent Family
Shawn, Joan, Jim holding Heidi and Tyler
James Harold Nugent is the eldest son of Charlie and
Lillian Nugent. He was born in Barrie, ON in 1945. Jim
began his schooling in Barrie and finished it in Neepawa.
His forte was sports: baseball, football and basketball.
Upon graduation from Neepawa Collegiate, Jim attended
and graduated from the University of Manitoba with a
Bachelor of Agriculture degree. Agriculture has been his
life’s work and his enjoyment. Agriculture Representative in
Ste. Rose, Supervisor for Community Pastures in Manitoba
and currently a Livestock Acquisitions Officer (bull buyer)
for the Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration. Jim
also farmed, raised cattle and had a Pregnant Mare Urine
(PMU) contract for several years. His entertainment was
competing in rodeos, and working as a pick-up man for

L to R: Karen, Lance, Bryce, and Danny
Sitting: Becky
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claim to was scaling the provincial buildings and endorsing
the knee of the Golden Boy.
He secured employment with the Fraser-Brace
Engineering Company which was centered in England and
he was assigned to Colombia, South America to construct
a tunnel through one of the mountains. Returning from
Colombia in late 1930s, he married Adalene Staples,
daughter of W.D. Staples, MP for Lisgar, and Nellie
(Metcalfe) Staples on July 9, 1930. W.D. (Billy) Staples
had been Minister of Agriculture for Canada during the
Borden administration. Adalene was one of the first graduates in Home Economics from Guelph University and
also had graduated as a dietician from Johns Hopkins in
Baltimore, United States.
As a young teenager, she had had the pleasure of
having tea with Nellie McClung (women’s rights advocate) who was a personal friend of her mother and grandmother. She also had lived one year with her father at the
Chateau Laurier in Ottawa and had occasion to meet with
Sir Wilfred Laurier and with Arthur Meighen. Martin and
Adalene first moved to the Sudbury region, then to New
Brunswick with the Shell Oil Company. Their only child,
a daughter, Susan Adelin, was born in Montreal in 1934.
Martin was then hired by Canadian Industries Limited in
their Windsor Salt plant at Windsor in December, 1935.
In 1943, he was appointed manager of the Neepawa Salt
Plant in Manitoba. Their daughter married Elgin Drayson
of the Mentmore district in 1953. In 1952, Martin was
appointed manager of the Ojibway Mine which was being
constructed at Windsor for the newly formed Canadian
Rock Salt Company Limited. This was a challenging and
interesting development. The main contractor was Winston
Brothers, who used the freezing method to sink a shaft
through several hundred feet of water bearing rock found
in that area. This was the first time this technique was
used in Canada. The mine extended out under the Detroit
River.
The mine was completed and went intro production
in August, 1955, with Martin as manager. In 1959, he
was appointed Production and Development Manager
of western operations for the Canadian Salt Company
Limited. He remained in this capacity until June, 1967,
when he retired. Martin and Adalene continued to reside
in Neepawa following his retirement, after purchasing the
company residence on the corner of Second Avenue and
the highway (now the Garden Path Bed and Breakfast).
Martin was suddenly killed in a “hit and run” automobile
accident in Brandon on Oct. 17, 1972. During his life,
he was an active member of the Neepawa Lions Club, a
charter member of the Neepawa Golf and Country Club
and was heavily involved with the Neepawa Air Cadets,
serving as Squadron Leader. Adalene continued to live in
Neepawa following his death, passing away in January
of 1996.

Susan, Bryce and Becky have all sought their fortunes
in Alberta. Susan married Shawn Barber and they live in
Edmonton. They have given Danny and Karen their three
grandchildren: Ashton, Julia and Gavin. Bryce attended
Lethbridge Community College, graduating in 2005 with
a diploma in Business Administration. He is currently
employed with Triple M Housing in Lethbridge. Becky
completed a hair dressing course and will be taking her
apprenticeship in Provost, AB. Lance will graduate from
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute in 2008. Sports and in
particular, hockey, has been a major part of life with Bryce,
Becky and Lance all excelling in the sport.

L to R: Ashton, Gavin, Susan, Shawn
In Front: Julia
Danny and Karen currently live on NE 24-14-15 and
farm 1850 acres. For many years, they ran a pregnant mare
urine (PMU) operation having at one time one hundred
horses on line. Changes in the PMU industry brought
big changes to the Nugent farm as well, and it was with
sadness that all the horses were sold off. Danny and Karen
currently run a cow/calf operation calving out approximately 225 cows per year.
Farming has certainly had its ups and downs, but the
opportunity to raise our family on the farm and to give our
children a variety of learning experiences perhaps softens
the disappointments and uncertainties of farming. Farming
is a way of life we have chosen and we have no regrets.

O’DAY, MARTIN and ADALENE
Submitted by Susan Drayson
Martin Frederick O’Day was born Feb. 21, 1902
in Winnipeg, the son of John and Anastasia O’Day. He
attended St. Paul’s School, Kelvin High and graduated
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering,
from the University of Manitoba in 1926. One of the escapades during their university years that the engineers laid
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O’DONNELL, KEN and JANET

Andrea has lived in Brandon for several years where
she did hairdressing, worked for Guild Insurance, the
Young Men’s Christian Association and at the University
Research Centre as well as numerous other jobs. She
obtained her Bachelor of General Sciences in 2004 and
Bachelor of Education in 2006 from Brandon University.
She teaches senior math in MacGregor, MB. She and
James Lenton will be married in August, 2007.
Natalie was very active in music and sports at both
local and provincial levels. She was employed with the
YMCA Youth Program for two years while attending
BU, where she obtained her Bachelor of Arts in 2001.
She moved to Halifax and received her Bachelor of Law
from Dalhousie University in 2004, and was Called to
the Bar in St. Johns, NFLD and Labrador in 2006. She
now holds an office with the Roebotham McKay Marshall
Law Firm in St. Johns. Her daughter, Taylor, is in Grade
4 and keeps busy with school projects involving music,
drama and sports. She likes coming “home” to Manitoba
for holidays.
Leanne had numerous and varied employment before
she moved to Winnipeg and became a Nail Beautician. One
of her favorite seasonal jobs was working in the Carberry
potatoe industry, and she would take holiday time in the
spring and fall to work there. In 2005, she traveled to
Australia and New Zealand. Leanne is currently training
in Winnipeg to become a Registered Massage Therapist.
She continues to enjoy playing baseball in a slow pitch
league in the city.
Rebecca currently lives in Neepawa with her grandmother, Kris Servante. Becky graduated from NACI in
2000 and worked at the Beautiful Plains Credit Union.
She moved to Brandon and attended university. She lived
in Halifax as a Nanny for one summer and spent time
with Natalie and Taylor before returning to Brandon
Assiniboine Community College to become a nurse in
2005. She is presently working in Gladstone.
Bryce was the New Year’s baby at the Neepawa
Hospital on Jan. 7, 1989. He has a friendly disposition
and enjoys keeping active in school and community events.
One of his highlights to date, has been competing with the
NACI soccer team and winning provincials in 2006. Bryce
spends much of his free time playing guitar and golfing. He
was the curator for the Neepawa Museum in 2006, and has
summer employment with the Town of Neepawa. Bryce
will attend the Faculty of Engineering at the University of
Calgary in September, 2007.
Jillian Alyssa was born on Boxing Day in 1991. She
attends NACI and plays on the volleyball, basketball and
soccer teams. As did her older sisters, Jill works at the
Chicken Corral to earn some extra spending money. Jillian
has had many opportunities to travel around Canada and
the United States with her family. She thinks that she might
like to work for an airline company after school.

In the spring of 1984, fire and water damage destroyed
Servante Bros. General Store and Post Office, and home
of the Ken O’Donnell family. Their early history is in the
Birnie-Eden 1984 book.
Ken and Janet decided to rebuild in Birnie, where
Janet was Postmaster, working half days from their home
while caring for their four oldest girls: Andrea (5), Natalie
(3), Leanne (2) and Rebecca (1). Bryce and Jillian were
additional blessings to the family a few years later. Ken
commuted to Neepawa where he worked for over 30 years
at the Canada Post Corporation.

Back Row L to R: Jillian, Leanne, Ken, Janet, Bryce,
Kris Servante, Rebecca
Front Row L to R: Andrea, Taylor, Natalie
They continued to be involved in church and community activities. Ken enjoyed playing hockey with the Big
Valley Bulls and coached junior baseball for many years.
He was a member of the Larger Parish Church board and
they both volunteered at the Roxy Theatre. Janet taught
Sunday School and volunteered at many summer church
camps. She helped with Neepawa Big Brothers and Sisters,
Parent Council and was on the board of directors for
Westlake Employment Center.
Every summer, the O’Donnell’s hosted annual family
reunions. Relatives and friends came with their campers,
tents and barbeques to enjoy bonfires, music, horseshoes,
swimming and cards, along with the golf tournaments and
boating expeditions. Often, they would load up the old van
to go traveling. They sang their way across the country,
taking many needed stops as they visited friends and family
from coast to coast. When the children became more independent, they sent post cards home from Mexico, Italy,
Egypt, Australia, New Zealand and the United States.
All six children attended Birnie Nursery School. They
loved their teacher, Mrs. Janet Osborne. When they were
old enough, the school bus driver, Tommy Eng, picked them
up each school day at 8 a.m. to take them to J.M. Young
Elementary School in Eden; and they took their senior
years at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute (NACI).
605

course and got his Class 1 license, so he could pursue his
dream of driving the big rigs. He found always being on
the road was not the best, so he got a job driving tow trucks
in Brandon. Sadly, Dwayne passed away July 31, 2000.
Doug began working at the Chicken Delight in Neepawa
and later went to work at Pizza Express in Brandon. He
now works at Brahma’s Grill in Neepawa. Doug married
Crystal Cole of Brandon, July 6, 2002. They have two
children: Jessica Ellen, born Aug. 7, 2001, in Brandon and
Samuel John, born Feb. 21, 2007 in Neepawa. Doug and
his family reside in Neepawa.

A stroll down the Birnie Creek on a warm summer’s
day or a picnic and hike at Big Valley were things the
family appreciated. They consider themselves very fortunate to live in a clean, safe environment and enjoy the
simple things in life.

OMAN, GARY and LOUISE
The Omans came to Neepawa in May of 1991, so that
Gary would be closer to his job. Prior to that, they lived
in the Clanwilliam/Erickson area.
Gary was born, May 29, 1953, to John and Ellen Oman
of Clanwilliam. He was educated at Laklet, Hilltop and
Erickson Schools. Louise was born Nov. 16, 1954, in
Neepawa to Orville and Mavis Halliday. The Hallidays
moved to the Clear Lake district about 1955. Louise
received her education at the Clear Lake, Onanole and
Erickson Schools.
Gary and Louise were married, Oct. 5, 1974 in the
Onanole United Church. They settled on a farm just north
of Clanwilliam where they lived until 1991. During that
time, Gary grain farmed and worked for Bayes Equipment
in Minnedosa. In 1985, they decided to give up farming
and sold some of their land and rented out the rest. That
same year, Bayes Equipment in Minnedosa closed, and
everyone was transferred to Neepawa. After six years of
commuting to Neepawa, they decided to move. They sold
their remaining land and bought a house in Neepawa. Gary
still works at Bayes Equipment and during his years there,
became a licensed heavy-duty mechanic with interprovincial status. Since 1993, he has been parts manager.
After moving to Neepawa, Louise began working at
the Chicken Corral, where she has made many friends and
has enjoyed many laughs with the customers.
Gary and Louise were blessed with two sons.

ONISIMCHUK, GEORGE and EVA
Submitted by George and Eva Onisimchuk
The George Onisimchuk family originated in Kelwood,
MB, where they farmed for 25 years before relocating to
Neepawa.
George and his wife Eva (nee Sul) sold their farm
in 1977 and moved to Neepawa where George continued his work with Manitoba Telephone System, installing underground cable. Eva worked at Osborne Home.
They purchased a home at 17 Whitmore Crescent. George
passed away Sept. 26, 2007.

Back Row L to R: Linda Prociuk, Eileen Mosson, Randy
Onisimchuk and Jack Onisimchuk
Seated: George and Eva Onisimchuk
They have four children: Randy, Jack, Eileen and
Linda.
The youngest child, Randy, attended Neepawa Area
Collegiate for his Grade 12. He went on to Red River
Community College to take Telecommunications and presently works for Telus in Edmonton. He has two daughters:
Jillian and Angela.
Jack attended RRCC taking the two year Electronics
Technology course and works for the Federal Government
as a Radio Inspector in Edmonton. He resides in Edmonton
with his wife, Evelyn, who is a nurse.

Doug, Louise, Dwayne, Gary
Dwayne Edward was born, June 20, 1976 in Minnedosa
(Father’s Day). To all his school friends, he was “Ed”.
Douglas Allan was born Dec. 29, 1978, in Minnedosa. It
was one of the stormiest nights of the year. The boys went
to school in Erickson and later graduated from Neepawa
Area Collegiate Institute. Dwayne, took a driver’s training
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Elizabeth Margaret was born Aug. 10, 1945. She
attended school in Arden and continued on to Success
Business School. She married Ken Campbell in 1966. She
has lived in Prince Edward Island for nearly 35 years and
works for Novartis in a fish vaccine lab. She has two sons:
Alex (Sandy) and Scott.
Shirley Elaine was born Dec. 12, 1947. She lived
and worked in Portage la Prairie for many years and now
lives in Souris. She has two children: daughter Bobbi and
son Robert. She also has a grandson, Kevin and a granddaughter Jessica.
Lois Ethne was born Aug. 13, 1949. She attended
school in Arden and Neepawa. After training at Winnipeg
General Hospital, she worked in x-ray and ultrasound,
since 1970. She married Jim Tabak in 1969 and they have
two sons: Thomas and Douglas, and two grandchildren:
Taylor and Beatrix. They have resided in Fort Frances,
ON since 1978.

George with first great-grandchild Ryder Jaxon Bernier
Eileen attended Brandon University and school of nursing and presently works with the Brandon Regional Health
Authority as a community health nurse. She married Ron
Mosson and they have two children: Josh and Jason.
Linda attended Angus Business College and the
University of Winnipeg. She is a supervisor at Univar in
Winnipeg. She married Ed Prociuk and they have three
children: Jocelyn, Melissa, and Jeff. Jocelyn married Ian
Rushworth and they reside in Winnipeg. Jeff is married to
Shawna and they have one child: Danica. Melissa recently
married Ryan Bernier, and they have a son Ryder Jaxon
born May 15, 2007.

ORCHARD, GUY and ETHNE
Submitted by Colleen McLaughlin
Back Row L to R: Colleen, Betty, Lois, Marguerite,
Shirley
Front Row: Guy and Ethne – 50th Wedding Anniversary,
1990

Guy Oswald Alexander Orchard was born Apr. 24,
1915, the youngest child of Frederick and Sarah (Osmond)
Orchard. Born in Winnipeg and raised in Sharpwood,
Guy moved to the Arden area in 1931 to help his brother
Flynn run the Arden Ridge Service Station. Guy bought
the business in 1940 and the same year he married
Ethne Margaret Deveson, daughter of George and Verna
(Drysdale) Deveson. Ethne was borne at home on Sept.
30, 1914. She attended school at Inkerman and Neepawa
and then received her teaching certificate at Winnipeg
Normal School. She taught at Winchester, Sinclairville and
Moline Schools. After their marriage, Oct. 16, 1940, Ethne
helped Guy run the business. Guy joined the Winnipeg
Light Infantry in 1942 and Ethne ran the business with
help from her family until he returned in 1944.
Guy and Ethne raised five daughters: Elizabeth
Margaret, Shirley Elaine, Lois Ethne, Marguerite Louise
and Colleen Rose. They were all born in Neepawa Hospital
with Dr. H.H. Hutchinson in attendance.

Marguerite Louise was born June 12, 1953. She
attended school in Arden and Neepawa and has worked
at the Health Sciences Centre for 30 years. She married
Terry Kostenchuk in 1973 and they have two children:
Derek and Monica.
Colleen Rose was born Aug. 2, 1956. She attended
school in Arden and Neepawa. After working for the Town
of Neepawa for many years, she now works for the RM
of Rosedale. She married Jim McLaughlin in 1982 and
they have a son, Sean. They own and operate a farm near
Neepawa.
In 1976, Guy and Ethne sold the Arden Ridge Service
Station and moved to Third Avenue in Neepawa. Guy
worked for Neepawa Furniture Store for several years.
Later, both Guy and Ethne worked for the Medical Clinic,
retiring in 1980.
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Kjel got his start in the computer industry as an analyst
with a large Winnipeg typesetting firm and went on to form
a partnership in a company in Toronto, designing computer
systems for stock brokers. After building up the company
comprised of more than 40 employees, it was purchased by
a large United States firm and Kjel entered into retirement
at the age of 48 years and remains a resident of Toronto.
Marta Jean married Pete Blawat of Winnipeg and went
on to earn degrees in Science and Education, teaching and
serving as department head at the Mennonite Collegiate in
Winnipeg. Their son, Paul, is presently working towards a
Journalist degree. Their daughter, Kristel, earned a Chef’s
degree specializing in desserts and was employed at the
prestigious Sydney’s Restaurant at The Forks before taking
a maternity leave. She and partner Norman Pastorin were
happy to welcome their new daughter, Scarlette Alexis,
in June, 2006.
Reed has been employed at the Health Sciences
Hospital in Winnipeg for many years. He continues to
pursue his passion for photography, winning many awards
and has presented several gallery displays. Also an ardent
drummer, he enjoys getting out for the occasional band
appearance and jamming with his brother Alan. His daughter, Solange, is a high school graduate and presently has
plans to become a beautician.
Alan spent many years as a resident of Calgary where
he earned Bachelor of Arts and Education degrees at
Calgary University and was employed in various occupations before deciding to move back to Manitoba in 2002.
He is employed at Shelmerdine Nurseries in Winnipeg and
spent two winters upgrading his horticultural skills at Red
River Community College. Also an ardent musician, he
enjoys composing songs and playing a bass guitar.
Randy held positions with several Neepawa stores ~
Robinsons, Kerr’s, Step-a-bout Shoes and Marr Fashions
before becoming an ambulance attendant with Neepawa
and District Ambulance Service, and also handled much of
the office work at Centerville Sales and Service, a position
she held for seven years before retiring.
During the past 56 years in Neepawa, both John and
Randy have been active in community organizations.
They held the distinction in 1959-1960, of being the only
husband-wife team in Canada to head an Elks Lodge and
its auxiliary, the Order of the Royal Purple. Randy also
headed the Neepawa Figure Skating Club and acted as a
leader for Canadian Girls in Training, as well as being
active in the Neepawa United Church and First Baptist
Church.
John, besides being a Past Exalted Ruler of the Elks
Lodge, is a past president of the Neepawa and District
Chamber of Commerce, the Lions Club, the Neepawa
Barbershoppers Chapter, the Manitoba Community
Newspapers Association, the Neepawa Flying Club and
chairman of the East View Lodge and Neepawa Hospital

Guy and Ethne attended the United Church. Guy sang
in the choir and Ethne was a member of the WMS and
the United Church Women. They both belonged to the
Rebekah Lodge in Neepawa where they both held many
offices and supported all activities of the lodge.
Guy passed away in September, 1992 and is buried
in Neepawa. Ethne has resided in East View Lodge since
2005.

OSLUND, JOHN and RANDY
Submitted by John H. Oslund
John Oslund arrived in Neepawa with his wife, Randy,
and two small children in mid-July, 1955, to take a position with The Neepawa Press as a Linotype operator and
printer. The son of immigrant Swedish parents, he was
born in Sioux Lookout, ON in 1929, where he received his
elementary and high school education and entered into an
apprenticeship as a printer with a weekly newspaper and
printing shop in that town.
An offer of a position with The Reston Recorder in
Reston, MB brought him to the prairies in 1950 and there
he met his future bride, Anna May (Randy) Abbey, the
youngest daughter of Mr. And Mrs. William Abbey, owners
of the Red and White Grocery Store in that community.
John and Randy were married two years later, on Jan. 25,
1952 and moved to Estevan, SK where John accepted a
position as Linotype operator, setting type for The Estevan
Mercury and King Show Print.
Two years later, a desire to move back to Manitoba
brought them and their first-born son, Warren Kjel, to
Gladstone where John worked as a printer and typesetter
with The Gladstone Age-Press. While there, a daughter
Marta Jean, was born to them in May, 1954. The following
year, the family moved to Neepawa and made their home
at 596 Brown Avenue, known to long-time residents of
Neepawa as “the Kellington House”.
About a year later, John was appointed co-manager
of The Press, along with Jack Huxley. In October, 1968,
owner William H. Vopni, of Vopni Press Ltd., Portage la
Prairie, offered to sell the business to John and Jack and
the two became co-publishers. After 20 years of building
up the prestige and assets of The Neepawa Press, they sold
the business in 1988.
Two more sons, John Dana Reed in September, 1956
and Alan Lauris in December, 1957, completed their family.
The four children received their school education here and
were active in many school and community activities ~
band, student council, art and drama groups, Boy Scouts
and Air Cadets. Kjel, an accomplished artist, had the honor
of having one of his paintings selected as the first purchase
by the Manitoba Holiday Festival of Fine Arts.
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several travel courses and obtained a real estate license
in 1974. She traveled to Australia, New Zealand, Fiji,
Amsterdam, London and many parts of the United States.
In July, 1981, Vivian and Monica moved to Melvin’s farm
at Waldersee and in 1982, she became a teaching assistant
for seventeen years in Turtle River School Division. In
2000, Vivian “retired” to Neepawa and obtained part-time
employment at Myra’s Ladies’ and Men’s Wear to the present time. She is now fully retired as of August, 2006.

board. He was a member of the Neepawa Centennial
Committees for 1967, 1970 and 1988.

Back Row L to R: Randy, John, Kjel
Front Row: Alan, Jean, Reed
After more than 50 years in Neepawa, John and Randy
feel they can now qualify as permanent residents of this
community and are ardent boosters of “The Most Beautiful
Town” in Manitoba.

OSWALD, MELVIN and VIVIAN

Back Row L to R: Duane Anderson and Melvin
Front Row L to R: Monica with Jasmine and Vivian
with Jade

Submitted by Melvin and Vivian Oswald
We moved to Neepawa, Aug 1, 2000, having purchased
a home on Brown Avenue. We retired from our farm at
Waldersee, which had been in Melvin’s family for 105
years.
Melvin was born in the old Neepawa Hospital on July
11, 1932; the first in a family of seven children to be born
in a hospital. He grew up on the family farm at Waldersee
and took over the farm in 1958 from his parents, Fred
and Martha Oswald, who then moved to Chilliwack, BC.
Melvin farmed in the summer and worked at various jobs
in Winnipeg and in Chilliwack during the winter. In 1958,
he took flying lessons at Chilliwack Airport and obtained a
pilot’s license. Melvin enjoys traveling and traveled extensively throughout the United States and Canada. On one
of his Hawaiian trips he met his wife-to-be and on Apr.
12, 1980, he married Vivian Dubinski (nee Malkoske) at
Grace Lutheran Church, Winnipeg.
Vivian was born on June 9, 1945 at Whitemouth, MB.
She was raised on a small hobby farm five miles from
Whitemouth, near Seven Sister Falls. After high school,
Vivian worked in Winnipeg as a secretary for many years.
On Nov. 7, 1970, Vivian married Ronald Dubinski and
moved to Anola, MB where their daughter, Monica, was
born on Aug. 1, 1973. On Mar. 11, 1974, Ronald passed
away after a battle with cancer. Vivian continued working
in the real estate, insurance and travel industry. She took

Melvin and Vivian enjoy their retirement in Neepawa
and have become involved in the community. We have
joined Neepawa United Church, the Neepawa Drop-In
Centre and the Neepawa Golf and Country Club. We
love golfing in summer and in winter, we have become
avid bowlers. In bowling, we have taken part in tournaments which have taken us to Whitehorse, Medicine Hat,
Timmins and many Manitoba locations. As we enjoy traveling immensely, we try to do so every chance we get.
We also now have two granddaughters, Jade and Jasmine
Anderson, and we love to spoil them as grandparents are
expected to do.

OWEN, HAROLD and NORMA
Submitted by Norma Owen
Harold Edwin Owen, born in August, 1932, was the
youngest son of William and Annie Owen of Oberon, MB.
He received his education at Auburn School. Upon leaving
school in his teenage years, he worked for local farmers
in the Oberon and Brookdale areas. He then worked for
Loungsbury’s Garage in Carberry and Murray’s Garage
in Neepawa doing mechanical work. In Harold’s younger
years, he was a member of the 4-H calf club and with his
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ladies auxiliary, Drop-In Centre, health auxiliary, United
Church and is a member of Primrose No. 203 Ladies Orange
Benevolent Association, having held various offices. She
was honoured to be Grand Mistress of Manitoba of LOBA
in 2004 and 2005. She was involved and supportive of the
many activities and sports that their family took part in.
Harold and Norma moved from Carberry to Neepawa
in March, 1958, where they still reside. They have a family
of two boys and three girls: Clarke Edwin born in 1956;
Frances Audrey born in 1958; Dianne Erva born in 1960;
Nancy Leigh born in 1962 and Gladwynne Scott born in
1964.

sister Mary, took part showing his calf, at many fat stock
shows. Harold and Mary with 4-H members enjoyed a
trip to the Calgary Stampede in 1946, and the Minnesota
State Fair in 1947. He enjoyed playing hockey with the
neighbouring districts, skating and curling at Oberon.
In 1953, Harold decided to go farming again working for Frank McPhaden at Oak River until the summer
of 1957.
While in Oak River, he met Norma Minerva Welbourne,
who later became his wife. They were married at Newdale
on Sept. 14, 1955. Harold and Norma made their first home
in a stone house on the McFadyen farm which was built
in 1882 by Mr. John Styles. During the building of this
house, it was gutted three times by prairie fires and still
stands to this date. With his family, he was interested in
the boys and girls hockey teams, youth bowling and the
junior rifle club. While he was president of the Neepawa
Junior Rifle Club, along with instructor Constable Dan
Sutton and coach Jim Aitken, the Marksman Team had
the honour of winning the John Labatt trophy, becoming
Manitoba Provincial Champions in 1985.
After leaving Oak River in 1957, Harold worked
for Commonwealth Construction driving a gravel truck,
building the Trans-Canada Highway from Brandon to
MacGregor. In the winter of that year, he cut tamarack
rails in Sprucewoods Park. In 1958, he started driving
transport trucks for Hares Cartage for a year, Neepawa
Truck Service for three years and Federated Co-op and
Atomic Transfer for four years. He decided to give up
driving and worked at Agristeel in Minnedosa. Then in the
spring, he went back to construction work with RamsayBird in Neepawa and Birds Hill. In July, 1966, he started
working for Manitoba Hydro as groundman and having
worked at various jobs became equipment operator and
worked on crews in the western region until he retired in
1992 due to health.
Harold started a bicycle repair shop and enjoyed the
many friendships of people he helped over the years. Due
to being away and the demand for repairing bikes, he sold
the business to Tony Twerdochlib. He has enjoyed operating a lawn and garden tractor business for many years.
Norma was born at Newdale, MB and lived on a farm
and took her schooling at Mount Calm School to Grade 9.
She helped on the farm, later working for farm women in
the district before pursuing a career as a Licensed Practical
Nurse, completing her training at Hamiota District Hospital
in 1954. She worked at Carberry Hospital in 1957 and in
July, 1965 took a refresher course and was employed at
Neepawa District Memorial Hospital until her retirement
in January, 1994. She was employed with We Care Health
Services for many years after retiring from the hospital.
Norma was involved in 4-H garden and sewing clubs,
church choir, curling and since living in Neepawa was
involved in Fine Arts Festival, band booster, rifle club,

Audrey, Nancy, Norma, Gladwynne, Harold, Dianne
Clarke took his schooling and graduated in 1975. He
worked for Archie Reid doing auto body work and at his
untimely accidental death in July, 1976, was employed at
Carnation Foods in Carberry.
Audrey completed school and graduated in 1976.
While in high school, she worked in the kitchen at East
View Lodge after school. After graduation, Audrey and
school friend Debbie Payjack went on a hitch-hiking tour
to Europe, after touring for a few months, they ended up
in England and worked as au-repar girls. On coming home
in December, 1977, she worked at a Domo Gas Station
for a short time, and then was employed in the office of
Metropolitan Security in Winnipeg. In 1980, she moved
to Amaranth, were she was a bookkeeper for Kjartanson
Fisheries. After the death of Jules Kjartanson, Audrey
still operates the fishery, and also works at Big Ridge
Store in Amaranth. Audrey and Garnet Kjartanson have
a daughter Megan, who after graduating took a business
course at Assinboine Community College in Brandon and
is employed at Manitoba Telephone System. Megan has
a son Castor Troy Racette. Garnet passed away in May,
1996 due to a heart condition.
Dianne completed her schooling, graduating in
1978. While in high school, she worked in the kitchen
at East View Lodge after school. After graduation, she
worked at Carnation Foods in Carberry (now known a
McCain’s Foods), where she is still employed. Diane has
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They have two sons John, now deceased, Harold and
daughter Mary, deceased June, 2007, who both live in
Neepawa.
John married Evelyn Long who had three sisters living
in Neepawa. Edith Long married Nelson Dunsmore, both
deceased. Ruby Long married Clair Gill. Ruby makes her
home in East View Lodge. Edna married Reinhardt Macks.
See Macks history elsewhere in this book.
John and Evelyn were married Oct. 8, 1955 in
Neepawa. Evelyn was the third daughter of Loretta and
Walter Long who farmed in the RM of Lansdowne NE
35-15-13. Evelyn attended Winchester School.
John attended Auburn School in the Town of Oberon.
He worked for several farmers in the district and also did
carpenter work in Neepawa and Brandon before he started
to farm on his own.

a daughter, Angela, who after graduating from Carberry
Collegiate, moved to Brandon and after working at various
jobs, worked at Keystone Centre, Canad Inn, and is now
employed at Maple Leaf Plant.
Nancy completed her schooling, graduating in 1980. In
high school, she worked in the kitchen at East View Lodge
after school. After graduating, she went to Winnipeg, where
she was employed at Red River Co-op as a mail/file clerk,
working up to senior accounting clerk at Tempo-Gas Sales
at Co-op. Nancy married Hubert Lavallee in Neepawa in
1991. They have two boys: Jonathon and Kristopher, who
are quite involved in indoor/outdoor soccer. Their marriage
ended in 1994.
Gladwynne completed Grade 11, took a carpenter
course at ACC graduating in 1983. He did construction
work for a few years, then did some farming, bought a
semi truck and did trucking for a few years, and has gone
back to construction work. Also, in the last few years, he
has done custom combining in the fall.
During their school years the boys played hockey,
were in cubs, scouts, air cadets and junior rifle club. The
girls played hockey, were in 4-H garden and sewing clubs,
brownies, guides, youth bowling, junior choir, junior rifle
club and many sports in the school.

John, Evelyn and Barbara Owen
Evelyn came to Neepawa as a telephone operator
and later, a buyer and sales clerk for Fenwick’s for the
next ten years. Among the memories of Fenwick’s, we
remember the fire that burned the store to the ground on
Christmas Eve, 1949. Mr. Higgins, the owner of the store,
was quick to decide in spite of his 80 years of age to
rebuild a new store on the corner of Hamilton Street and
Mountain Avenue.
John and Evelyn have one daughter, Barbara Evelyn,
born Feb. 16, 1959 in the Neepawa Hospital. Barbara
grew up on the farm, NE 5-13-15, and attended school in
Brookdale in 1965. Grades 1-4 in the red brick school and
Grades 5-8 what at that time was the high school. There
was no longer high school in Brookdale so she came to
Neepawa by bus for the remaining years, Grade 9 in the
Viscount School and Grades 10-12 in the Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute.
Some of the memories from those days were driving
to school in cars and then the big yellow school bus. Also
our Grade 9 bus trip to Banff.

Back Row: Norma, Megan, Jonathan, Harold
Front Row: Kristopher, Angela, Castor Troy
We have enjoyed the many years in Neepawa and
being involved in the community. We celebrated our 50th
anniversary in September, 2005.

OWEN, JOHN and EVELYN
Submitted by Evelyn and Barbara Owen
John was the eldest son of William and Annie Owen
who came to Canada from England in 1924. They farmed
the NE 5-13-15 in the RM of Langford in the Oberon
district.
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We bought a house in Brookdale and had it moved to
the farm in 1970. All went well and we were happy living
there. John’s health began to fail, and we sold our Hallboro
farms, NE 4-14-15 and SE 9-14-15. John suffered a heart
attack, and in 1988, we rented our land at Oberon, had an
auction sale, bought a house in Neepawa and moved off the
farm. We were happy living in Neepawa until John suffered
another heart attack and passed away May 1, 2002. He is
buried in the Riverside Cemetery, Neepawa.
We sold our home farm NE 5-13-15 in the RM of
Langford to Scott and Jennifer Byram.
John and Evelyn enjoyed many nights of bowling at
Evan’s Lanes with the Wednesday night league for some
twenty years. Evelyn was a member of the Royal Purple
Lodge and held a number of offices while in the lodge
before it closed.
Barbara and I continued to live in our home on
Elizabeth Street until 2004, when I moved into a suite
in Kinsmen Kourts. Barbara and Gary now reside in the
house on Elizabeth Street.
We have had some great years and memories living in
the Neepawa and area and are very pleased to be a resident
of Neepawa.

After graduating from high school in 1977, Barbara
started working at Canada Safeway in Neepawa and is still
employed there some 30 years later.
Barbara bowled for many years on the Wednesday
night district league until it closed.
On July 10, 2004 Barbara married Gary Leonard
Reidle in Neepawa United Church.
Gary was born in Carberry Feb. 22, 1956, the second
son of Lloyd and Shirley Reidle. Gary lived in Wellwood
before moving to the farm at Brookdale. Gary went to
school in Wellwood and Brookdale for his elementary
years and finished his high school in Neepawa graduating
in 1974.

PALMER, DON and PAM

Barbara and Gary, July 10, 2004
Gary has two children, Jennifer Lee and Taylor Dean.
Both live and work in Brandon.
Gary works for and drives the Neepawa and District
Handy Van.
Over the years, Gary has been involved in hockey in
many ways. But at present he is the voice of the Neepawa
Natives on NACTV access channel and on the internet. He
has been involved with NACTV broadcasting and working
as a volunteer for over 25 years.
In 1959, John’s father, William, passed away and we
moved to the farm at Oberon NE 5-13-15. That was the
year of the early snow. We had several feet of snow by Oct.
10. The cattle were in the community pasture in deep snow
with no feed, and the snow stayed for the rest of winter.
Many people had crop in the swath under the snow, with
no feed for the cattle. We had to truck feed from as far
away as Toutes Aides in northern Manitoba, however, in
the spring things turned back to normal to start another
year. We raised our poultry, put in the crop and everything
went well again.

Gavin, Doss
Pam, Don
We moved from Brandon to Neepawa in October, 1980
with our two week old son, Gavin. Don had taken the
position as Assistant Manager of Beautiful Plains Credit
Union. In June of 1983, our second son, Doss, was born
at the Neepawa Hospital.
As the boys grew, our family became very involved
in numerous activities. Both boys were in the scouting
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years, I tried my hand at grain, hogs, dairy, beef and sheep.
By 1980, I had settled down to raising grain and sheep.
About that time, I also took up welding as a trade and for
the next 23 years, we made our living farming and repair
welding.
In 1980, I married my favorite bartender, Cleo Brodie
(nee Hildebrandt) of Douglas, MB. I had become allergic
to beer and it was the only way I could get to see her. Might
not be very romantic, but it worked for me.
In 1998, at the urging of friends, I accepted the nomination for councilor for Ward 4. I was elected and am presently serving my third term. There are times when every
councilor asks himself/herself “What was I thinking?”
However, for the most part, I have enjoyed the challenge
of answering the needs of the community. Things such as
safe waste disposal, safe drinking water and drainage have
been especially challenging.
By 2000, I was considering retiring from farming and
Cleo had retired from her bartending job. When the Arden
Store came up for sale, we were concerned that it might
close if a willing buyer was not found. With much discussion and some misgivings, since neither of us had any
retail experience, we bought the store. Cleo operated the
store by herself until 2002, but as the workload increased,
I found myself drawn in, and discovered that I enjoyed the
job. By 2003, we sold the NW ¼ of 11-16-14 to Gerald
Paramor, purchased the residence of the late Harry and
Emma Webster, and moved into the village. I gave up
welding to devote more time to the store, which we named
Cleo’s Grocery and Craft Store. In 2004, after 45 years
of farming, we sold the N ½ of 16-16-14 to neighbour
Robert Elliott.
Marrying later in life, Cleo and I have no children
between us. However, we do have 5 children from Cleo’s
previous marriage.
A brief resume follows:
Lynn Brodie married Lane Boyd. They live in
Brittannia Beach, BC and have 2 grown children: Jeramy
and Naomi.
Ron Brodie married Susan Sutter. They live in Rapid
City with their two children: Alexander and Marcus.
Ben Brodie married Lauree Mills. They moved to
Edmonton and were later divorced. They have two children: Ryan and Melissa and two grandchildren, Damion
and Dalare.
Jacqueline Brodie married John Parmor of Arden. They
have 3 grown children: Walter, Lorne and Elizabeth. Walter
married Michelina Hares. They are at Arden with two children: Jessica and Sasha. Lorne and friend Ashley Fisher
live at Warburg, AB with their daughter Ella. Elizabeth
lives in Toronto.
Debra Brodie married Kent Thorkelsson. They live in
Portage la Prairie with their son, Erik.

movement (Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Ventures) with
Don taking on the leader role. Gavin attained his Chief
Scout award. Doss was into hockey and played minor
hockey, summer hockey, including some summer international tournaments and high school hockey. He even
had a taste of junior hockey with the Neepawa Natives.
Minor baseball was also played, with Don coaching as
well. Swimming lessons and swim team were enjoyed
down at the Neepawa Swimming Pool.
Piano lessons, Sunday School, arts and crafts and
entries in the Neepawa and District Fine Arts Festival kept
the boys busy. There always seemed to be something to do
or somewhere to be! Neepawa proved to be a wonderful
place to raise a family with no shortage of activities and
events to partake in.
Both Gavin and Doss graduated high school on
the honor role and were involved in many of school’s
extra curricular activities such as choir, soccer, major
productions, track and band. Gavin was chosen for the
Rotary Exchange to New Zealand. Upon his return, he
attended Lethbridge Community College and graduated
with a Computer Information Technology diploma. Doss
attended Red River Community College in Winnipeg and
attained his diploma in applied arts, Computer Analyst
Programmer.
Doss lives in Winnipeg and is employed as an analyst
programmer for the company Doncar Systems.
Gavin has lived the last four years in Japan, teaching
English and still resides there. Prior to moving to Japan,
he taught English for a year in South Korea and attained
his Teaching English as a Second Language, specializing in the teaching of children. He also plays numerous
instruments (mainly bass, acoustic guitar and keyboard)
in a small band called “Blue Avenue” and he has recorded
three discs.
Don is now Operations Manager of the Credit Union.
He has served on the board of Beautiful Plains Community
Foundation as president and continues on the investment
committee.
Pam works for Touchwood Park Inc. as a supervisor
for independent living clients, a position she has enjoyed
for 17 years.
Neepawa has been home for 27 years for the Palmer
family and we look forward to retiring here.

PARAMOR, LEONARD and CLEO
Submitted by Leonard Paramor
I, Leonard Paramor, am the son of the late John and
Gertrude (Hilsburg) Paramor. After finishing school in
1959, I farmed with my parents, and in 1967, purchased
the N ½ of 16-16-14 W from Dad and Mother, and the
NW ¼ of 11-16-14 from my brother Lawrence. Over the
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for a number of years in the Helston district moving to
the Neepawa district in 1927, retiring to town a few years
later. During his younger years, he was a member of the
Independent Order of Forresters. David and Celeste are
buried in the Neepawa Riverside Cemetery.
Their children are: Susan Annie; David Ellone; Edith;
Mabel; Charles, Robert Cecil and James Almer.
Susan Annie Partridge was born Aug. 29, 1906 and
she died Apr. 21, 1995 in Neepawa. She married Henry
Stewart. (See Henry Archibald McGregor Stewart)
David Ellone was born Apr. 5, 1908, in Edrans, MB
and he died Jan. 17, 1975 in Neepawa District Hospital.
He married Marion “Helen” Rebecca McCutcheon Apr. 7,
1938 in Brandon, MB, daughter of William McCutcheon
and Elizabeth, born Dec.18, 1909 in Springhill, MB and
died May 21, 1990 in Kingston, ON. He lived at Helston
and Neepawa and attended school at Helston. He was
known to his many friends as “Spike”. He was retired
from the Canadian National Railways where he worked
for many years. Ellone “Spike” and Helen are buried in
the Riverside Cemetery. They have three children: Marion,
David and Donna. Marion Partridge married Arnold
Adams. They have two daughters, Kim and Donna. Kim
married Tony Santos and have one child, Nikki. David was
born in Neepawa and married Harriet. Their residence in
1990 was Bemidji, Minnesota. Donna married Kenneth
McConnell. Their residence in 1990 was Arden, MB. Their
children are: Lorraine and Darcy.
Edith was born Jan. 31, 1911 in Helston (Burton).
MB and died July 18, 1980 in Manitoba. She married
Amos William Robert Porterfield in January, 1927, in
Arden, MB. He was born Feb. 27, 1882 in Listowel, ON
and died Oct. 14, 1960. Edith and Amos are buried in
Riverside Cemetery. Their children are: Lloyd Rankin and
James David. Rankin was born in Arden. James David
married Joan in Ontario. Their children are: Sarah, Gloria
and Josse Arlene. Sarah married Cliff Coburn and their
children are Ronellie, Mallery and Roseanne. Gloria was
born in Vancouver, BC. Josse Arlene was also born in
Vancouver and married Eric Maurice Lachapelle (son of
Pierre Lachapelle) in 100 Mile House, BC. Their children
are: Jilleeca and David James Porterfield.
Mabel was born in December, 1913, and she died in
1994 in Brandon due to a car accident. She first married
Lew Partaker. He later died. Then she married Archie
McIntyer. Children of Mabel and Lew Partaker are: Bernice
and Doreen. Bernice “Clara” was born in Manitoba. She
married Donald Alexander and have one son, Keith. She
later married Harold Miller and have one son; Harold
Ernest Miller Jr. Doreen married Abe Bushler.
Charles was born Dec. 24, 1916, in Manitoba and died
in February, 1986, in Brantford, ON. He married Shirley
Attridge who was born in 1923. Their children are: Pamela
Louise; Ellone; Danny Shane; Vernon Keith; Ronald and

In closing, life in Lansdowne/Arden has been good
to us and as Cleo and myself enjoy our semi-retirement
operating Cleo’s Grocery, it is a source of great satisfaction
watching and taking part in recent improvements in our
little community. We sincerely hope that our community
continues to defy the “normal” trend, which for so many
small villages has been to quietly disappear into oblivion.
A strong community spirit makes good things happen and
we are thankful to live in a community where that spirit
lives, thrives and strives. Thank you to all of our friends
and neighbours.

PARTRIDGE, DAVID
Submitted by Vern Gowing
David Partridge, (son of Fletcher Partridge Jr. and
Susanna Ritchie) was born Jan. 27, 1878 in Molesworth,
Perth County, ON and died on Nov. 30, 1946 in Neepawa,
MB. He married Celeste Gertrude Hudson Mar. 21,
1906 in Listowel, ON, (daughter of Charles Hudson and
Mercy Morden) born October, 1885, Dereham Township,
Oxford County, ON Sept. 1, 1887, and died Feb. 4, 1929
in Neepawa.

David and Celeste
He came west to the Helston district in 1901 and settled
on Section 24-13-13W1 south of Helston, returning to eastern Canada in 1906. He married Celeste Hudson on Mar.
21, 1906 and left for the west the next day. They farmed
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Cecil was in Holland where he helped local farmers with
the harvest. On his return to civilian life, he and his wife
purchased a farm in Maryborough Township in Ontario.
Children of Robert “Cecil” and Elsie Goodwin are:
Doris Emily Gertrude; Bernice Elsie; Lois “Arlene”; Donald
“Robert”; Joan Marie and Jeanette Audrey. Bernice Elsie
was born in Galt, ON. She married Allister Joseph McGrath
in 1967 in Galt, ON. He was born in Glace Bay, NS. Their
children are: Colleen Elsie and Kelly Ann. Colleen married
James Albert McCubbin in Cambridge, ON. They have one
son Logan James. Kelly married Sheldon Wallace Ridout
Jr. and they have one son James. Donald “Robert” was
born Oct. 13, 1948 and died Sept. 10, 1955 in Listowel.
ON. Joan Marie married Brian Horsley in Cambridge, son
of Edward Horsley and Margaret Hart. Their children are:
Tammie Joan and Craig. Tammie married Robert James
Peeler and have one son Brett.
James Almer was born June 15, 1923 and died Aug.
2, 1994 at Cambridge Memorial Hospital, Cambridge,
ON. He married Daisy Goodwin July 4, 1949 at the home
of Rev. J.J. Lowe, Queen Street, Hespeler, ON. She was
born June 4, 1920 and died Aug. 31, 1997 at Cambridge
Memorial Hospital. Jim joined the merchant marines July,
1942. He joined the Canadian Army in Winnipeg, MB in
1943. He was assigned to the 107th Field Battery of the
8th Canadian Field Regiment as a gunner.

Richard Allan. Pamela Louise was born May 4, 1952 and
she died Aug. 19, 1952 at St. George, ON. Ellone was born
in Brantford. He married Debbie Aug. 9, 1980 and have
two children: Ellone and Katie. Danny Shane was born in
Brantford. He married Debra Ann Near (daughter of James
and Evelyn Near) June 11, 1977 at Sydenham United
Church Brantford, ON. He died Sept. 1, 2003. They have
two children: Kimberly and Jennifer. Kimberly married
Jimmy Kung. Vernon Keith was born in Brantford and
married Eva Marie Rush Aug. 16, 1980, at the Marlboro
United Church, Brantford. They have two children: Aaron
and Cassandra. Ronald was born in Brantford and married
Janet May Mann. Richard Allan was born in Brantford and
married Pamela Ann Biehn July 25, 1987. They have two
children: Cody and Cara.
Robert “Cecil” was born Feb. 1, 1919, at Helston
and died Feb. 17, 1966, SWMH, Galt, ON. He married
Elsie Goodwin in Galt (daughter of Herbert Goodwin and
Emily Porter) and she was born in Galt. Cecil is buried at
Mountview Cemetery, Galt (Cambridge), ON.

PASIECHNIK, MICHEAL JOHN and ISABEL
Submitted by Carol Davies
In 1966, Mike moved to Neepawa from Hazel Dell,
SK, for employment with GMW Construction, later
renamed to Vector Enterprises. This machine shop was
located at the Neepawa airport.
Mike was a heavy-duty mechanic and high-pressure
welder by trade. Wife Isabel was a homemaker. They have
two daughters Sonjia and Carol. Sonjia graduated in 1973
from Neepawa Area Collegiate as Governor General award
recipient and Carol graduated in 1976 was also awarded
the Governor General award.
Carol married and has two daughters, Melissa, born
in 1981 and Nicole Kozak, born in 1984, with a grandson
Isaac Kozak, born in 2004. She remarried in 1997 to Allan
Davies of Neepawa. Carol works as the manager of the
Minnedosa Medical Group and is a Licensed Marriage
Commissioner of Manitoba. Her daughter Melissa is a
Dietary Aide at East View Lodge in Neepawa and Nicole
is attending Hertzing Career College in Winnipeg as a
Legal Assistant. Sonjia is an Application Coordinator at
the Health Sciences Centre in Winnipeg.
Mike battled a short duration of cancer and passed
away in 2003. Isabel still resides in Neepawa.

Cecil and Elsie
Cecil came east and joined the Royal Canadian
Service Corp in London. He was assigned to the 64th
Army Transport Company and served in France, Holland,
Belgium and Germany. He delivered supplies to the various sectors. On one trip he was so tired, he stopped by
the side of the road and lay down beside his truck. His
commander found him, and covered him with his own
greatcoat. Waiting to return to Canada after V-E day,
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PASOSKY, MIKE and EVELYN

In 1984, Mike at the age of 67, passed away after a
lengthy illness. Today, Evelyn is still doing well and lives
at the Kinsmen Kourts in Neepawa.
As for their children, Eleanor married Cliff Nicholson
in 1962. (Their story is included with Jack and Dorothy
Nicholson and their children). Almer moved to Winnipeg
in 1964 and in 1969 married Carol Rainkie of Neepawa.
Almer (Al) always worked in the lumber industry and
when he died prematurely of cancer in 2000 at the age
of 54, he was in a managerial position with Star Building
Materials. Today, Carol and their two children, Chad and
Deanna reside in Winnipeg. Chad and his wife Stephanie
have two children, Adam and Alexandra. Deanna and
her husband, David Jozsa also have a son and daughter,
Brendan and Sydney. Pat moved to Winnipeg in 1967 to
work for the Bank of Montreal. She obtained her Bachelor
of Commerce (Honours) in 1977 and continued to work
in the field of business until her retirement in 1999. While
in Winnipeg, Pat met Dave Dick and they were married
in 1983. Dave was a partner in FWS Construction Ltd
until he retired in 2005. In 2006, Dave and Pat moved to
Vancouver.

Submitted by Eleanor Nicholson
Mike and Evelyn were actually true pioneers of Reeve,
MB. As a newly wed couple, they built a country store.
They knew the importance of having a post office as part
of their business and after a long, hard struggle; they
finally got the Canadian National Railways train, stopping at Reeve enabling them to operate the post office out
of their store. This young couple did almost anything to
get on their feet from selling scrap iron, to Mike working
part-time on the railroad and even buying and working a
quarter section of land. Eventually, their efforts resulted in
a successful business consisting of a store, post office, an
Anglo bulk oil outlet and even a dance hall which became
the entertainment centre of the community.

PASQUILL, THOMAS and ALICE
Submitted by Jackie Snider

It was during their years at Reeve that their three children were born. Eleanor was born in 1942, their only son
Almer (Al) in 1945 and Patricia (Pat) in 1949.
During the mid fifties, Mike sold cars on a part-time
basis for Atkins Garage in Neepawa. Eventually, Mike
and Evelyn decided they would like to live in Neepawa
and sold their interests in Reeve. In June of 1959, Mike
and Evelyn and their three children, then ten, fourteen
and seventeen, moved to Neepawa and into the new home
that they had built at 566 Second Avenue. They purchased
the garage business at the corner of Mill Street and First
Avenue from which they operated a Studebaker dealership. Selling the business in 1963, Mike went to work for
Atkins Garage as a car salesman. He eventually completed
his sales career when he retired from Rutledge Garage in
1981. Evelyn on the other hand, first worked as a cashier
at the Roxy Theatre, then in 1963, she went to work parttime at Eaton’s mail order office. She ultimately became
the manager, a position she held until 1976 when all the
Eaton’s mail order offices across Canada were closed.
After this, Evelyn worked part-time at McLeods, retiring
in 1983.

On Board Canadian Pacific Liner “METAGAMA”
Thomas Henry Pasquill and Alice Emily (Quennell)
Pasquill emigrated to Canada with their young family of
four boys and one teenage girl, sailing aboard the Canadian
Pacific Liner “Metagama” in 1927. They landed in
Montreal and boarded the train for Manitoba. They settled
in Neepawa. The boys, Geoffrey, Frank, Jack, and Thomas
were excited and saw this immigration as an adventure.
Margaret (Peggy) was not so keen on leaving her friends
for this new life.
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Thomas Henry Pasquill
Born – Feb.19, 1882 to John Pasquill and Margaret
Turner, Howe Bridge, England
Deceased – Jan. 17, 1959, Neepawa, MB
Married – Alice Emily Quennell
Children: Margaret (Peggy), Geoffrey, John (Jack),
Frank and Thomas

Administration Building. One day in 1938, he met Fred
MacLain, Neepawa’s Chief of Police. Chief MacLain
offered him the job of police constable. Geoff accepted,
and for the next 13 months acted in that capacity, establishing himself as an honest, trustworthy and likeable young
man.

L to R: Alice, Jack, Mary and Tom Pasquill
Tom worked as a caretaker for the Bank of Commerce
in Neepawa for many years. He loved to putter in the
garden, and grew wonderful vegetables such as cauliflowers and broad beans and beautiful gladiolus and sweet peas.
Tom and Alice lived on 5th Avenue for many years.

Geoffrey Pasquill
When war was declared in 1939, Geoff and his brothers, Frank and Jack immediately enlisted in the Queen’s
Own Cameron Highlanders. Tom would have enlisted, but
he was too young. He later became a paratrooper. It was
while Geoff was stationed in Winnipeg, that he met the
“girl with the honey blonde hair,” Elsie Korstrom. Geoff
was shipped overseas to England for training, but faithfully
wrote to Elsie every week, even after he was taken prisoner
of war. Geoff’s training in England was very secretive.
They were never told what their training was for until they
were shipped out to Dieppe – the most disastrous battle of
the war. Geoff was in charge of a platoon whose objective
was to take and secure an airfield 4 miles inland. They
were immediately met by a tremendous barrage of gunfire,
both from shore and from the air as they landed. They
were told to expect two machine gun nests, but were met
by six, and were forced to retreat back to the beach. Once
there, they were ordered to provide cover for the other
retreating troops, and scaled a steep cliff to fight off the
Germans to allow the others time to get back to the boats.
Once the cease-fire was given, they secreted themselves in
an abandoned building, hoping to be able to escape later,
but realized the impossibility of this and surrendered to
the Germans. Prior to this, he helped his friend, Preston
Cheetham (also from Neepawa) back to the boats after he
had been wounded.

Alice Emily Quennell
Born – Nov. 18, 1892 to Henry Quennell and Sarah
Ann Jones
Deceased – Jan. 25, 1973, Burnaby, BC
Alice’s parents were Welsh. Alice worked as a cook
(at the airport during the war) and in the King Edward
Hotel in Neepawa.
Geoffrey Pasquill
Born – Dec. 1, 1915, to Thomas Henry and Alice
Emily Pasquill, Bolton, Lancashire, England
Deceased – Feb. 1, 1984, Winnipeg, MB
Married – Elsie Lily Korstrom, June 10, 1944,
Winnipeg, MB
Children: Jacqueline Elsie, born Oct. 8, l945, Neepawa,
MB, Barbara Ann, born Jan. 1, l947, Neepawa, Valerie
Leigh, born May 22, l948, Neepawa
Geoff was 12 at the time his family emigrated to
Canada. He had finished the equivalent of Grade 8 in
England, and that was the end of his formal education.
When they arrived in Neepawa, he had to work to help
out the family, and worked as a farm labourer for various families around Neepawa. He also worked on the
golf course at Clear Lake and planted trees around the
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The prisoners were not tortured, but were not treated
well. They were fed only black bread for several days
before being loaded onto cattle trains for the journey to
the infamous Stalag 8B, one of the largest Prisoners of
War camps, Upper Silesia, near Breslau. On Oct. 8, they
were shackled with ropes, which were eventually replaced
with more comfortable chains. Geoff was unshackled on
Nov. 20, a - “date I’ll never forget”. For some reason,
the Germans thought Geoff was a “protected person”, an
NCO, perhaps a medical orderly, and released him along
with the other protected persons. The others remained
shackled, some for over a year.
Geoff was very worried about being considered a
protected person, because he thought he might be required
to dispense drugs or do other medical duties of which he
had no knowledge. He tried through many people, prisoners in charge and the Germans to get this designation
changed, but was not successful. Eventually, there was a
repatriation of protected and injured POWs, and Geoff’s
name was on the list. He returned to England and had quite
a time convincing authorities in England that there was
nothing wrong with him. Once repatriated, one was not
expected to go back to the theatre of war, and Geoff was
sent home. He went on speaking tour around Manitoba for
the Sixth Victory Loans Campaign as an “overseas Armed
Forces Speaker.” The purpose of these tours was to raise
money for the war effort, and given Geoff’s experiences
and oratorical ability, no doubt he was successful. Geoff
didn’t talk very often about his experience at Dieppe, but
he would not eat black bread nor would he eat margarine.
He said the margarine they got was so bad, that he could
not stomach the thought of eating it. Another thing he said,
was that if it hadn’t been for the packages received from
the Red Cross, they would not have survived.

Geoff was subsequently granted his discharge and
returned to his job with the Neepawa Police. On June 10,
l944, he married Elsie Korstrom. He rejoined the Neepawa
Police as a constable, and in 1953, became chief of police
after the death of Fred MacLean. He was very honest, and
well liked by everyone in the community. When he was
still working nights, walking the beat, checking to see if
stores were properly locked up, he often came upon those
that weren’t. He said he never took so much as a chocolate
bar from the premises that were found unlocked. He prided
himself on his honesty and passed this on to his children.
Geoff was an avid sportsman. At one time, he was
into boxing and played soccer, two of the many sports
he followed on radio and television until his death. Geoff
lived and died with the Winnipeg Blue Bombers. He loved
hunting ducks – would never hunt deer, but often a friend
would give him some meat, and he really did enjoy that.
Fishing was something of a passion. He would get up after
a couple of hours sleep to drive to his favourite fishing
places. He often went with his friends, Bert Hewitt (died
1999) and/or Nick Wasyluk (died 2006), with whom he
shared ownership of the fishing boat, “Surf Bird”. Bert
operated the projector at the Roxy Theatre. Nick was one
of Geoff’s constables until the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police took over policing duties in Neepawa, in 1970.
Geoff was instrumental in founding the junior rifle
club movement in Manitoba, was involved with Ducks
Unlimited and the Manitoba Wildlife Association of which
he was president from 1963 to 1965. He was also a member
of the Canadian Chiefs of Police Association. Geoff wrote
a weekly junior rifle club column for the Neepawa Press,
read by people from across Canada. People who left
Neepawa often told him they kept up their subscription
to the Neepawa Press so they could read his column. He
was genuinely interested in young people and definitely
had a way with them, no matter how young or how old
and no matter what trouble they were in. He took the time
to counsel and console them. He was a great storyteller
and kept his daughters and many nieces and nephews in
rapt attention with his stories. Geoff loved his grandchildren and often took them for walks, either in Ste. Rose
(Geoffrey and Andrea Menec) or Buffalo Point (Dean
Snider) when he came to visit. He whittled for them and
kept them enthralled with his stories.
Elsie Lily Pasquill (nee Korstrom)
Elsie was born at Inwood, Oct. 16, 1919 but moved to
Winnipeg with her family before she started school. She
attended Daniel MacIntyre School and went to business
college. She was working for the Federal Government in
Winnipeg when she met Geoff. Elsie is a gifted pianist
and was the organist for the Swedish Lutheran Church in
Winnipeg. She was also in demand as an accompanist for
many vocalists and played at concerts and weddings.

Geoff and Elsie Pasquill June 10, 1944
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Jacqueline Elsie (Pasquill) Snider
Born – Oct. 8, 1945, Neepawa, MB
Married – Ronald Snider, 1975
Children: Ronald Dean, born Aug. 20, 1976. Winnipeg,
MB

Elsie with daughters Valerie, Jackie and Barbara on
Elsie’s 85th birthday
After her marriage, Elsie joined Geoff in Neepawa
where they bought a house and property (from the corner
of the Government Road to the Bus Depot). There, they
raised their three daughters. In 1966, Geoff and Elsie
built a house on McGill Street east of the water treatment
plant. They lived there until 1970, when they moved to
Winnipeg.
Elsie worked at various places in Neepawa – Kerr’s
Store, Simpson Sears, the Press Office and Murray’s
Garage. Along with Geoff, she was active in the Junior
Rifle Club and Game and Fish. She was also active in the
Anglican Church Women’s Auxiliary.
After moving to Winnipeg in 1972, Geoff got a job
at Deer Lodge Community Centre. Elsie worked for the
Provincial Government until she retired in 1985.
Geoff loved the outdoors and he loved to take his
grandchildren for walks in the woods. He thrived when
he was with them, as did they. In October, 1983, Geoff
was beginning to feel the effects of cancer. On Dec. 24,
he went to hospital. He died Feb. 1, l984.
Geoff had two trips back to England after the war. The
first was with Elsie and daughter, Valerie in September,
l975. They stayed with Margaret (born Feb. 27, l947 in
Neepawa, daughter of John “Jack” Pasquill and Mary
Hulme), her husband Dave and their two children, Gareth
(4 at the time) and Rachel (2). While there, he had the
opportunity of visiting his hometown, Bolton. Geoff and
Elsie also went to England in 1982.
After her retirement, Elsie lived with her daughter and
son-in-law, Valerie and Larry Menec in Ste. Anne, MB for
a time, before moving back to Winnipeg. She lived there
until 2002 when she moved back to Ste. Anne, but this time
living with daughter, Barbara. She has recently moved to
Catherine Place, an assisted living facility in Winnipeg.
Elsie’s good health has enabled her to travel places like
Hawaii, Sweden, Florida, Ontario and British Columbia,
spending time visiting family and friends.

Jackie with grandchildren Juliette, Judas and Ariel
Jackie was the first of three girls born to Geoff and
Elsie Pasquill. She attended schools in Neepawa through
Grade 12, graduating from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute in 1963. She attended Success Business College
and worked for International Harvester for several years.
She then attended the University of Manitoba and graduated with a degree in Home Economics. She then worked
for Powell Equipment where she met and married Ronald
Snider in 1975. They have one son, Ronald Dean. He and
his partner Cathy have three children: Ariel, Juliette and
Judas.
Jackie and Ron separated in 1999. Jackie and her partner Bonar Birnie lived for several years in Abbotsford, but
moved back to Neepawa in 2006. Jackie recently started
working for the Lily Festival Committee.
Barbara Ann (Pasquill) Crosby
Born – Jan. 2, 1947, Neepawa
Married – John Crosby, l969
Like her sisters, Barbara received her schooling at
West Park School, Viscount School and NACI, graduating
in 1965. She graduated in Medical Laboratory and X-Ray
Technology from Manitoba Institute of Technology (now
Red River Community College), and subsequently worked
in many hospitals in rural Manitoba. In 1969, she married
John Crosby of Winnipeg. They moved to south-western
Ontario, eventually settling in London, where Barbara
lived for the next 30 years. While there, she worked in
the public health system. In 1980, she changed careers
and became an Occupational Health and Safety Officer
with the Ministry of Labour. This was an interesting and
satisfying line of work, and she remained there until her
retirement in 2000. During this time, Barbara and John
divorced. In 2002, Barbara returned home to Manitoba and
bought a home in Ste. Anne where she currently resides.
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Margaret “Peggy” Pasquill
Born – Feb. 15, 1913, Bolton, England
Deceased – 1980, Burnaby, BC

Valerie Leigh (Pasquill) Menec
Born – May 22, l948
Married – Larry Menec, July 7, l973
Children: Geoffrey John Menec, born Aug. 4, 1976,
Ste. Rose du Lac, MB
Andrea Leigh Menec, born July 21, 1979, Ste. Rose
du Lac, MB

Margaret Fisher with Grand Nephew, Geoffrey Menec
circa 1978
The older sister of Geoff, Jack, Frank and Tom did not
go back to school after emigrating. Peggy went to work
first in Brandon, but she eventually moved to Burnaby,
where she married Frank Fisher. After her father, Tom
Pasquill died in 1959, her mother Alice Pasquill went to
live with Peggy and Frank. Frank, later died of cancer and
Peggy looked after her mother until her death in 1973.
Peggy loved having her nieces and nephews around her
when she came home.
Peggy had one son Gerald, who was raised by Alice and
Tom. Gerald became a linotype operator. He married Helen
Smith, a teacher from Winnipeg. Jerry and Helen settled
in Edmonton, where he worked for the Edmonton Journal.
They had two children: Tim and Ken. (deceased).

Larry and Valerie (Pasquill) Menec with son, Geoff,
daughter-in-law, Melanie, daughter Andrea and
grandsons, Justin and Harrison
Valerie was born in Neepawa Hospital on May 22,
1948, third daughter of Geoff and Elsie Pasquill. She also
attended West Park School, Viscount School, and NACI,
graduating in 1966 with a Business degree and again in
1968 with a University Entrance degree. Val went into the
business education teaching program at RRCC, graduating
in 1969. She began her teaching career in Ste. Rose du Lac,
where she met and married Larry Menec in 1973. They
lived in Ste. Rose until 1990, when they moved to Ste.
Anne, MB, where Larry continued his teaching career at
Ste. Anne Collegiate. Val worked as a teaching assistant at
Springfield Collegiate in Oak Bank, working with special
needs students. It was here she also became proficient
in computers and eventually went on to teach introductory computers at Job Works Adult Education Centre in
Winnipeg.
Valerie and Larry’s daughter, Andrea has a nine-yearold son, Justin Jay Menec Sobering born Apr. 9, 1998.
Their son, Geoff, married Melanie Sawatsky, daughter of Bob and Cherylyn Sawatsky of Winnipeg in 2006.
Geoff and Melanie have a son, Harrison Luke, born July
31, 2006.

John “Jack” Pasquill
Born – Nov. 15, l917, Bolton, England
Deceased – Apr. 24, 1949, Neepawa
Married – Mary Hulme born Mar. 21, 1916 deceased
July 17, 1951
Children: Margaret, born Feb. 26, 1947, Neepawa
Jack worked for C. T. Pedlar and E. Murray as a
mechanic before enlisting in the Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders with Geoff and Frank at the outbreak of World
War II. He served in the Italian and German theatres. He
reportedly suffered a minor wound while in action in Italy.
Jack married Mary Hulme in England and brought his
bride back to Neepawa where he returned to his job at
Murray’s Garage. They have one child, Margaret Alice
(born Feb. 27, 1947 in Neepawa). When Margaret was two,
Jack had an accident at work and died that night. He was
just 31 years old. Mary took Margaret home to England
to live with her family. Tragically, within two years of
her return, Mary was walking down the street, when she
suffered a seizure. She died on the way to hospital. Mary
was 35 years old.
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was ten years to the day from the battle of Dieppe, a battle
that Frank had originally survived. The delirium and quite
possibly a flashback from “post traumatic stress” caused
him to jump out of his hospital window. He fell into the
river, which ran close by the hospital, and drowned. He
was 32 at the time and his children were 11, 7 and 3. Frank
was so well liked in all the communities he lived in. The
Minnedosa Tribune printed a tribute attesting to his many
good qualities and how highly he was regarded.
Olive Margaret Pasquill (McGorman) was the fourth
child born to Albert Hardy and Sarah Elizabeth (“Essie”)
McGorman of the Glenholme district. She had five sisters,
Merle, Jean, Alberta, Audrey, Faye and one brother, Don.
They were hard working farm people. Olive’s father died
from cancer when she was sixteen. The family moved
to Neepawa, finished school and worked. Following her
marriage, birth of her children, and Frank’s death, Olive
and her children returned to Neepawa. Olive clerked in
Hurrell’s Bakery, Beaver Lumber, Zeke’s Jewellery, and
The Silver Thimble, over the next years. Olive remarried twice. First, to Norman Denoon on Aug. 9, 1963,
unfortunately he died of cancer four years later on Jan.
23, 1967.

Margaret went to live with her mother’s Aunty Cissy
in Leigh, Lancashire, and continued to do so after she was
married with children of her own. Cissy corresponded with
Alice and Elsie for years, faithfully sending pictures of the
growing Margaret. Margaret married David Nowill and has
two children: Gareth and Rachel. Dave died in 1985.
Gareth went on to university and spent one year at the
University of Calgary, before returning to England. Both
Rachel and Gareth married in 2006.
Frank Quennell Pasquill
Submitted by Sharon Oliver
Born – Mar. 9, 1920
Deceased – Aug. 19, 1952
Married – Sept. 7, 1939
Children: Sharon Lynne born Feb. 6, 1941
Frank Thomas Albert born Nov. 18, 1944
Richard Lionel born May 4, 1948

Frank and Olive
Following Frank’s schooling in Neepawa, he worked
as a baker at Christie’s Bakery in Neepawa. Frank married
Olive Margaret McGorman (born Aug. 16, 1920) from
Arden on Sept. 7, 1939. The next day, Sept. 8, he enlisted
in the Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders in Winnipeg.
Daughter Sharon and son Frank were born in Neepawa.
Following his discharge from the army on Oct. 17,
1945, Frank started work as a linotype operator at the
Neepawa Press. In 1947, the family moved to Minnedosa
where Frank was employed at the Minnedosa Tribune.
Son Richard was born the day that the dam broke in
Minnedosa, on May 4, 1948. In April, 1952, the family
moved to Kenora, ON where Frank worked for the Kenora
Newspaper, “The Miner and News”. In August, 1952,
Frank went into the hospital to have surgery for stomach
ulcers. Postoperatively, he was delirious and so a local
veteran was sitting with him. They talked about Dieppe. It

Back Row: Frank and Richard
Front Row: Sharon and Olive
Olive’s third marriage on June 2, 1973 was to Jim
Cummings, a farmer from the Mentmore district. At
the time of his passing, on Sept. 9, 1997, they had been
married almost twenty-five years. Olive moved into the
Elks Manor in November of 2000. Alzheimers disease
made it increasingly difficult for her. Following a stroke
in May, 2003, Olive resided in East View Lodge until Apr.
30, 2007 when she passed away.
Sharon Lynne Oliver (Pasquill) was the firstborn of
Olive and Frank Pasquill (born Feb. 6, 1941). Sharon took
her schooling mostly in Neepawa but also in Minnedosa
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in the RM of Lansdowne for several years. He married
Beverly (Graham) from Eden on June 20, 1970. Richard
started work with the Manitoba Government as a Farm
Water Technologist in July, 1971. After being stationed
in Dauphin for the first six years, the position was moved
to Brandon, Winnipeg and finally back to Brandon in
1981. He is presently still working with the Manitoba
Government and deals with farmers, municipalities and
small towns about their water systems. Daughter Shawna
Leigh Denise was born July 28, 1971. She moved to
Edmonton in 2000 and married James Jago of Brandon
on Aug. 17, 2002. They presently reside in Edmonton
and have two daughters, Kaitlyn Elizabeth (born Sept. 14,
2003) and Alyssa Rae (born Jan. 27, 2006). Richard and
Bev’s son Geoffrey Russell was born Aug. 31, 1974. He
attended Brandon University and obtained his Bachelor
of Arts in 1997. Geoff moved to Calgary the following
year. He is presently working as an Emergency Medical
Technician with the Mountview Ambulance Service north
of Calgary.

and Kenora. Sharon became a registered nurse in 1962.
She married Stanley Mack Oliver (born Sept. 11, 1937)
of Oberon on Oct. 27, 1962. Stan was a diploma agricultural graduate and they settled on the family grain and
hog farm. Their son, Douglas Ross was born on May 3,
1963, and their daughter Corinne Adele was born on May
23, 1966. Sharon nursed for sixteen years but had to give
up her profession following a work related back injury.
She then worked an equal amount of time in The Silver
Thimble, a fabric and craft store, run by her step sister,
Betty Kozak (Cummings). Son, Doug took a welding
course at Assiniboine Community College plus a machinist course at Nait Technical School in Edmonton. Doug
married Michelle Lynn Rainkie of Birnie on Dec. 29, 1990.
Michelle took a medical secretary course at ACC. Doug
and Michelle have two sons, Brett Douglas born Sept. 27,
1993 and Bryce Riley born Oct. 30, 1995. Michelle works
at the New Hope Health Centre. Father and son, Stan and
Doug farm together to this date and celebrated a “Century
Farm” designation in 2003. Daughter Corinne, (Certified
General Accountant) married James Scott Campbell (born
Apr. 29, 1959) of Winnipeg on Aug. 8, 1997. They have
one daughter Jenna Delaney (born Sept. 4, 1998) and they
reside in Winnipeg.
Following high school, Frank Thomas Albert Pasquill
(born Nov. 18, 1944) graduated with a Bachelor of
Science Mechanical Engineering from the University of
Manitoba in Winnipeg and also got his Masters of Business
Administration at Western University in London, ON. In
the corporate world, he had a varied career in human
resource management, management consulting, leadership training and organization development. He is presently an individual, family and group psychotherapist,
yoga instructor, and home renovator. He and his wife,
Myra Evans live in Toronto and spend the winters in San
Miguel De Allende, Mexico. Frank and his first wife,
Pam (Poole) had three sons. The eldest son, Steven Joel
(Bachelor of Commerce) was born Dec. 31, 1963 and he
and his wife, Pam (Murphy) live in Pickering, ON. They
have a daughter, Talia (born Aug. 10, 1984) and a son Aric
(born June 24, 1989). Frank’s second son David Barklay
(Mechanical Engineer) was born Apr. 18, 1969. He and
his wife Lisa (Woods) live in Cumberland, BC. They have
two sons: Andrew (born Aug. 30, 1996) and Jordan (born
June 9, 1998) and one daughter Chandra (born Dec. 23,
2000). Frank’s third son Brian Glenn (Masters in Business
Administration) was born July 31, 1971. He and his wife
Greer (Cummings) live in Qualicum Beach, BC. They
have two sons: Aeden (born Jan. 19, 2004) and Zachery
(born Dec. 31, 2005).
Richard Lionel Pasquill (born May 4, 1948) took
all his schooling in Neepawa. He received his Diploma
in Agriculture from the U of M in Winnipeg in 1968.
Richard farmed with Jean and Ian Thom (aunt and uncle)

Thomas Henry Pasquill
Born – June 18, 1923
Deceased – Aug. 27, 1958
Married – Elizabeth Gertrude “Betty” Dunsmore, born
Feb. 26, 1926
Children: Thomas Edward “Ted”, born Aug. 17, l952,
Neepawa
James Douglas, born July 24, 1956, Neepawa

The Pasquill Men from left: Geoff, Frank, Tom, Jack,
Tom Sr.
In front: Gerald
Tom did not enlist at start of the war as Geoff, Jack
and Frank did, as he was too young. When he did enlist,
he became a paratrooper. Unbelievably, these four young
brothers all saw active combat during the war, came home
safe and sound, only for three of them to die within nine
years of each other. Tom was also well liked, always laughing and joking, but he had a heart condition for which he
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Lorri worked at Osborne Home from 1980 – 1982.
In October of 1982, she started at East View Lodge as a
Health Care Aide. At present, she works in the laundry
department. In October, 2007, she has just completed 25
years of service.
Ryan William was born to Brian and Lorri on July 28,
1978, and took all his schooling in Neepawa and graduated
in 1996. While in school, he played hockey and soccer.
In his younger years, he was involved with Beavers, Cubs
and Scouts. After school, he worked at William’s Tomboy.
After graduation, he worked for Reimer Concrete and Perry
Peter’s Construction. He went to Red River Community
College, where he graduated with honors from the CAD
program with a diploma in Municipal Engineering in
2004. He worked for the Department of Highways for
one year, before he secured a job at the James Richardson
International Airport, where he still works at present. On
Sept. 2, 2006, he married Natasha Murray and her son
Chase Graham. On Oct. 22, 2007, they welcomed their
daughter and sister Charlie Hannah Pedersen.

was being treated. He was married to Betty Dunsmore, and
they had two young boys, Ted and Jim, who were four and
two when their dad died. Tom was a traveller for Burns
Meats, and he was out making calls the day he was killed.
He came to a blind railway crossing 3 ½ miles south and
30 yards east of Amaranth. The theory is that he didn’t
hear or see the train and consequently did not stop. The
train hit the car, and although there was no injury to him,
it precipitated a heart attack. He was 35 years old.
Betty stayed in Neepawa, working for Hersh Lerner in
his law office. Ted married Brenda Hutchings in Neepawa.
They eventually moved to British Columbia as did Jim.
Ted and Brenda have two children: Steven, born Oct. 9,
l980 and Amanda, born Nov. 14, 1982. Jim married Dinah
Mulvaney, and have three children: Tyler, born Oct. 18,
l979, Megan, born Jan. 26, l985, and Kelsey, born Apr. 30,
l986. Betty also moved to British Columbia and currently
lives in Kelowna.

PEDERSEN, BRIAN and LORRI
Brian was born in Didsbury, AB on Feb. 23, 1958
to Harold and Nellie. He lived in Carstairs, Calgary and
Wawota, SK. He graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute in 1976 and in 1978, he married Lorri Walker.

Charlie
Christa Lee was born on May 31, 1980 in Neepawa.
She also took all her schooling in Neepawa and graduated in 1998. She was very involved with 4-H and was a
member of the Silver Spurs and the Neepawa Beef Club.
While in school, she worked for Ben Pinette. Since graduation, she has worked at several different jobs: Safeway,
Ziggy’s Pizza, Vivian Motor Hotel, McLaren Farms, and
Springhill Farms. On June 4, 2005, she married Barrie
Bohn of Waldersee. At present, they live in Winnipeg.
Barrie works at Red River Packaging. Christa took her
Esthetician course in 2005-2006. Upon graduating, she
worked at Total Look in Selkirk. At present, she works
for Anxtrex in the office in Winnipeg.
Brian and Lorri lived in Neepawa until 1996. Then
they moved to Hallboro where they live on an acreage that
used to belong to Wilbur and Irene Drayson.

Top: Brian, Christa, Barrie
Front: Ryan, Natasha, Chase, Lorri
Lorri was born Apr. 7, 1958 to Bob and Fran Walker
of the Glenholm district.
Upon graduating, Brian worked for Angus McDougall.
In 1980, he started apprenticing as an Auto Technician,
which he completed in 1984. He also worked for Hans
Weiland Chev Olds and Valley Chev Olds before he started
working for Murray’s of Neepawa.
623

PEDERSEN, PEDER and ANNA

a forty-five foot well and installed a windmill (the first and
only one in the community). Peter built a store in 1921 and
operated it until the beginning of the depression. Peter and
Martha progressed, and were able to purchase machinery,
a Ford touring car and send children to school.
After attending school for seven years, John left school
to attend to the farm duties. John was only 12 years old
when his father Peter passed away suddenly in 1933, at
the age of fifty-three. This was a critical time for mother,
Martha, and her ten children. At the age of fourteen, John
took up violin playing and formed a Peech orchestra with
his brothers. They played at numerous functions such as
Ukrainian weddings, house parties, barn dances and lawn
dances. The money raised from this was used to supplement their living necessities. After John’s older brothers
married and moved to their own homesteads, he continued to operate the family farm with his mother and three
younger siblings.
I, (Alice) was born on July 26, 1929 to Alex and Maria
(Luhowy) Hrysak at the family farm in Oakburn. MB.
Alex and Maria were married in 1902 and homesteaded
ten miles northwest of Oakburn in the Olha area. Their
beginnings were meager and Alex, like other immigrants
worked as a farmhand and later on the railroad track.
As time passed, Alex saw need to expand and purchase
better land. He moved his family to a half section farm
one mile east of Oakburn and this is where I was born. I
grew up with twelve siblings, my parents, a grandfather
and a grandmother. I attended grade and high school, and
participated in all school activities such as baseball, school
choir, concerts, piano and 4-H. I cherished close friendships with four other farm girls. On the farm, we had to
do all the chores before going to school and after school.
The art of sewing, cooking, baking, general housekeeping and child rearing was passed on to the girls from my
mother and older sisters. In 1946, I went to teach on permit
to Seech School where I met John. We were married on
July 17, 1948 and continued to operate the Peech family
farm and became sole owners in 1949. We grew grain,
raised cattle, pigs, chickens and turkeys. The income
from this supplemented our finances. We owned a 1929
Chevrolet car which took us on occasional trips to Clear
Lake, Brandon and local areas. On Nov. 9, 1950, we were
blessed with a daughter Olia Marie. This same year, we
bought a new John Deere tractor and an International one
ton truck. On Dec. 8, 1952, we had another baby girl,
Glennis Anne. In 1953, just as the hydro finally came to the
Seech district and we had our buildings wired, we decided
to move to Oakburn to my family farm. We purchased
the half section and continued with mixed farming. My
mother, Maria, and my sister, Tena were now living with
us. On Oct. 14, 1957, our only son David was born and
two years later on Mar. 29, 1959 a third baby girl, Darlene
Martha was born. Our family was now complete. Olia, our

Submitted by Dorthe
Our parents, Peder and Anna (nee Lauritsen) Pedersen
emigrated from Denmark in 1968. In April of 1968, they
bought a farm northwest of Neepawa from Mr. and Mrs. A.
Forsyth. In 1974, Mom and Dad bought the Lou Holland
farm, needing more room for their growing family, daughters Dorthe and Annette born in 1968 and 1969, and son
Hans Peder, born in 1972.

Christmas 2006
Over the years, they developed a very successful
mixed grain, cow calf operation on this farm. In June,
2002, Mom and Dad “retired” to Neepawa, and Hans
and his wife Christine took over the day to day operation
of the farm. Hans and Chris have two girls, Josie and
Rebecca-Lynn.
Annette married Ken Penner in 2002, and they live
just outside of Douglas, MB and have two sons, Seth and
Mathew.
Dorthe currently resides in Neepawa with her children
Kirsten and Steven.

PEECH, JOHN and ALICE
Submitted by Alice Peech
Both John and I are third generation descendants
of pioneers who emigrated to Canada from Ukraine in
1900. John was born on Aug. 13, 1921 to Peter and Martha
(Slobodzian) Peech, who homesteaded at Seech, MB in
1903. For at least two years, Peter worked as a farmhand,
and later on the railroad, until he received his homestead.
Peter and Martha were married in 1905. Their first living
accommodation was a small shack. In time, they managed
to buy a pair of white horses, which helped clear the land
parcels. They both worked very hard and by 1915, they
built a new home and a large barn to accommodate three
outfits of horses which Peter used to work his two and
one-half quarters of land. To get a supply of water, he dug
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My mother, Maria, passed away in 1976 and my sister
Tena continued to live with us until she passed away in
September, 2003. I took on a clerking job at a local general
store (Michalyshyn’s) in Oakburn. Our life on the farm was
not always smooth sailing. We had hardships and at times
life could be stressful. We also enjoyed many good times
with wonderful friends and extended family. Our involvement with our church, the Farmer’s Union, Pool Elevator,
school board, the Women’s Church League, church choir
and local community functions made life interesting and
rewarding. We traveled to most provinces in Canada, to
England, Holland, and most of the north western United
States. Every year on John’s birthday, we celebrate by
having a family reunion with our children, grandchildren
and most recently great grandchild at Seech Lake. The lake
brings back many childhood memories for John.
In 1981, we sold our cattle and continued to grain
farm until 1988, when we left the farm and retired to
Neepawa, and this is where we built our new home. Our
son David and his family have taken over the family farm.
Since coming to Neepawa, John has had two knee replacements. We have made many new friends and have become
involved in the community.
On July 17, 1998, we celebrated our 50th wedding
anniversary with a beautiful reception at the Neepawa
Legion Hall. We have been fortunate to have our health
and to be able to travel in our later years. In 2001, we went
on a memorable Caribbean cruise and in 2005, I went on
a tour of Rome, Venice and other parts of Europe with my
daughter Glennis.

oldest was now attending school in Oakburn with Glennis
starting school one year later. We transported children to
school with our car for four years until Oakburn School
was consolidated in 1960 and larger buses took over. In
1960, we purchased more land and our first combine.
While making his first round on the barley field with the
new combine, to our misfortune, John lost part of his left
hand in a pulley accident. He was hospitalized in Brandon
for one month. With help from relatives, we were able to
complete the harvest.
In 1965, our children were all in school and life was
going at a much more comfortable rate. We were always
involved with our children in their school activities and
there was never a dull moment. In 1968, Olia left home
to attend Brandon University, graduating in 1972 with
a Bachelor of Science degree and later with a Bachelor
of Education. During this time, she met Ronald Jesson,
son of Harry and Joyce (Cady) Jesson of Pelly, SK. He
also graduated with the same degrees as Olia. They were
married on July 14, 1973 in Oakburn, MB and have two
daughters: Terah Marie Lynn was born on Dec. 22, 1975
and Alicia Joyce, born on May 17, 1980. Ronald and Olia
reside in Neepawa, MB.
Glennis, our second daughter graduated with a registered nurse diploma from the Health Science Centre in
Winnipeg in 1973. In 1974, she married Murray Black,
son of Mike and Emily (Zepa) Black of Elphinstone,
MB. Murray graduated with a Physical Education degree
from the University of North Dakota. At a later date, he
completed his Bachelor of Education degree from BU.
Murray and Glennis were married in Oakburn on Aug.
17, 1974 and have two children: Leah Marie born Mar.
14, 1978 and Thomas Murray born July 18, 1980. Murray
and Glennis also reside in Neepawa.
Our son David, attended Assiniboine Community
College in Brandon and received his diploma in mechanics and welding. While attending school, he farmed on
a part-time basis with his father. There, he met Jo-Anne
Kalechyn, daughter of Mike and Marie (Yarush) Kalechyn,
Grandview, MB. Jo-Anne graduated with a secretarial
diploma. They were married in Grandview, on Nov. 1,
1980. David and Jo-Anne have two children: Jonathon
David, born Oct. 5, 1984 and Kayla Jo-Anne, born Apr. 25,
1988. They resided in Brandon and moved to the family
farm in 1988, where they currently live.
Darlene, our youngest took a dental assistant course in
Toronto. She met Robert Ted Zurbyk, son of Ted and Olga
(Bain) Zurbyk while attending high school in Elphinstone.
Robert graduated with a Doctorate in Chiropractic from
Toronto. They were married on June 28, 1980 and have
two boys, Braden Robert, born Feb. 6, 1985 and Reiss
Nicholas, born May 28, 1987. They live in Stonewall, MB
where Robert owns his own chiropractic practice.

I enjoy reading, playing my organ, playing cards,
listening to music, and watching television. John is still
very handy with his carpentry and small motor repair. He
enjoys fishing, playing cards and playing the dulcimers
he built. He is very proud of the four dulcimers and the
grandfather clock he has built. We enjoy our gardening
and working in our yard. Life in Neepawa has been very
enjoyable.
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PEELER, HERBERT and SARAH

out of the area, and friends were very special people in
her life.

Submitted by Norma Rainkie
Herbert Peeler, born 1881, son of William and Alice
(Chambers) Peeler of Ontario married Sarah “Margaret”
McPherson, born 1888, daughter of Roderick and Margaret
(McLean) McPherson from the Orillia, ON region. They
moved onto a farm in the Springhill area where they lived
and raised their family. One child died as a newborn infant.
Their children were:
James Herbert Roderick (1920-1973). Jim attended
Iroquois School, and took over the Peeler farm. He had a
love of flying and owned his own airplane. He and his wife,
Doris Rangen from Erickson had four children: Noreen
Margaret, James Herbert Roderick (Rod), Barry Dwight
and Brenda.
Roberta Jean (1923-1987) also attended Iroquois
School. She married Doug Denoon from Eden where she
lived, ran the post office with Doug and raised their family
of seven:
Norma Jean married Stan Rainkie and lives in Neepawa.
Their children and grandchildren are Douglas, father of
Christopher and Melissa Rainkie, who lives in Coldstream,
BC with his partner Sandra Wills and her children Kayla,
Kristyn and Austin; Jean-Ann, married to Ward Rempel,
parents of Clarke and Garett, live in Neepawa; Karen with
her husband Darrin Stewart, son Derrick and daughter
Jordan, live in Brandon; and Allison and husband Randy
Dayholos, their sons Matthew and Ryley and daughter
Lindsay live on their farm at Plumas.
“John” Douglas and wife Jean (Pifko) live in East
Selkirk. Their family is Kim and husband Gary Sternat
and children Jacob and Anna of Garson, MB, and Michael
and Christa Denoon and children Sarah and Andrew of
Winnipeg.
Lance Robert James and his partner Wendy Settler,
live in Winnipeg.
William Herbert married Lorraine Berry. They and their
children, Kathleen and Ian, are in Edmonton, Kathleen and
her partner, Cory DeGroyer, have daughter Keirra.
Donald Murray and his wife Kim (Grindle) make their
home in Neepawa. Their daughters Michelle and Heather
are in Winnipeg.
Catherine Lynn married Don Bartz. Their home is in
Brandon with sons Scott, Jamie, and Andrew.
Richard Allen and partner Judi Chambers live in
Winnipeg.
Herbert passed away in 1947. Margaret Peeler moved
and lived in her own home in Neepawa for many years
after Jim took over the farm. She attended the Presbyterian
Church, and was active in the community. Margaret passed
away in 1962. Her family, including her brother Donald
McPherson of Mentmore and his family, relatives from

PEGOSKI, JOSEPH and JUDI
Joseph Pegoski was the last born child of Joseph
and Mary Pegoski, who had a total of eight children.
His siblings included: Ida, Victoria (Vicky), Roman
(Raymond), Julian (Jackie), Anthony (Tony), Lorna and
Daniel. Joey and Lorna are the last surviving members of
this family. Jackie and Daniel died as children, Raymond
died in a vehicle accident in Banff, Ida, Vicky and Tony
passed away later in life.
Joey received his education at Iroquois School and
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. He worked in Brandon
for a few years after school. He returned to buy the family
farm in Springhill district from his parents in 1966. In
the meantime, his parents built a house in Neepawa and
moved there. Joey then married Judi Conley, who was from
Brandon in 1967 and together they lived on the family farm
for the next 30 years.
Judi worked as a health care aide at East View Lodge
and retired after 26 years and continues to work there on
a casual basis.
Joey and Judi have two children: Kelly and Stephen,
born in 1967 and 1970 respectively. Judi always remembers their birth years since they are centennial years for
Canada and Manitoba. Both children attended Hazel M.
Kellington and NACI. After graduation, Kelly received
her Bachelor of Nursing degree from the University of
Manitoba in 1990 and has worked in Winnipeg ever since.
She married John Lamport from Melita, MB and they have
one son, Cale, born in 1996. John is a livestock auctioneer
with Heartland Livestock Services, Brandon and is also a
partner in Lamport and Dowler Auction Services specializing in farm auctions, etc. They reside on a farm outside
Woodlands, MB.

Kelly, Stephen, Joey, and Judy Pegoski
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Joey and Judi continue to have a great interest in
horses. They are often going for trail and sleigh rides and
attending horse sales whenever possible. Joey used a team
of horses for his chores for many years. Kelly and Stephen
learned at a very early age to ride on the backs of these
horses while holding onto the hames. Kelly went on to join
the local 4-H horse club and do gymkhana events such as
barrel racing and pole bending. Stephen also joined the
4-H horse club and later did team penning as well.
Their grandson, Cale, is the apple of his grandparents’
eye. They attend most of his hockey games and school
functions and take great joy in being able to be active
participants in his life. Judi and Kelly have always traveled to some destination almost yearly within Canada or
the United States and now have Cale as their traveling
companion.
Joey and Judi presently live in the house that Joey’s
parents built in Neepawa with Joey semi-retired from farming by renting out some of his land. Joey and Judi can be
found most mornings at a local coffee shop visiting and
joking with their friends.

Stephen played hockey for many years while growing up in Neepawa with his dad, Joey, being manager and
assistant coach for the team. Stephen moved to Brandon as
a teenager to play AAA hockey with the Brandon Wheat
Kings and Yellowhead Chiefs and attended Crocus Plains
High School for two years. He briefly played with the
Western Hockey League Brandon Wheat Kings and then
the Junior A Neepawa Natives team. He moved to Swan
River and worked at Paull’s Funeral Home for three years.
After this, he returned to the family farm and obtained his
Funeral Director/Embalming licence while working for
Sparrow Funeral Home in Minnedosa. He did this line of
work for ten years, while working the family farm with
his father and Uncle Tony. He is currently involved as
councilor with the RM of Rosedale and continues cattle
and some grain farming and lives on the family farm.
Henry Armstrong from the Portage la Prairie School
came to live with the Pegoski family when Kelly was
a baby and stayed 30 years as a foster adult. Although,
mentally challenged, he had a wonderful memory and
could recall where we had left everything we thought we
had lost. He was “Joey’s hired man” and answered the
phone saying this so the person on the line knew whom
they were talking to. Henry died soon after moving to
town with Joey and Judi when they left the farm. Henry
was like Judi’s own child, although he was 20 years older
than her and was her constant companion. He always had
the coffee pot on when Judi got home from work.

PELK, WILFRID and CAROLINE
Wilfrid Pelk was born Jan. 24, 1907 at Norgate, MB,
son of Amelia (Strickard) and John Pelk. John and Amelia
had moved to Norgate in 1903 from Ontario. In 1920, the
family moved to High Bluff. Wilfrid took his early schooling at Turtle Plains and Norgate Schools and finished at
North High Bluff School. In 1928, he moved to Riding
Mountain to farm. He cleared the land with a grub hoe,
axe and shovel. By 1932, he had built a barn, shed and a
house.
On Sept. 22, 1934, Wilfrid married Caroline
Preisentanz. Caroline was born June 13, 1915 to Barbara
(Buffi) and John Preisentanz at Glenella. John and Barbara
had come to Canada in the 1880s from Austria.
During the hard times of the thirties, Wilfrid and
Caroline grew all their food and whatever groceries that
were needed, they exchanged for homemade butter and
eggs. In 1946, the family built a new house complete
with hydro. Their farm was the first farm to receive hydro
outside the Village of Riding Mountain.
Wilfrid and Caroline farmed until 1978 when they
retired and moved to Neepawa.
They had a family of 8 children: Dorothy (Walter)
Mauthe, Eleanor (Art) Biddlecomb, Joyce (Dave) Dolding,
Kenneth (Dora) and Melvin (Carol). Three children died in
infancy. Kenneth and Melvin are deceased as well. They
have 14 grandchildren and 18 great grandchildren.
Caroline passed away Apr. 1, 2002 and is buried in
Riverside Cemetery. Wilfrid resides in East View Lodge
and celebrated his 100th birthday this past January.

Kelly, John and Cale Lamport
627

PELLOW, WILLIAM and MARY

Mike Beaulieu and they have three boys, Gregory, Stephen
and Christopher. Albert and Norma’s family reside in
Winnipeg.
Charlie married Marjorie Taylor in 1946. They have
one daughter, Lori who along with her husband Garry
Watt lived in the Carberry district until July of 2007 when
they moved to Drayton Valley, AB. They have two sons
Richard and Kristopher. Richard was married to Coralie
Rempel and has a son Wade and a daughter Madison. Lori
and Garry’s family all reside in Alberta.
Bill passed away in 1992 and Minnie resided in their
home in Neepawa until the time of her passing in 1998.
Marjorie passed away in 1985 and Charlie resided in their
home until February of 2001 when he moved to East View
Lodge. He passed away that May.

In 1907, William and Mary Pellow came to Canada
from Devonshire, England, along with their 3 year old son
William (Bill).
They settled in the Springhill district (RM of Rosedale),
and William worked for Paul Homer and Richard Lee.
While residing in this area, their second son, Charles was
born in 1912.
In 1918, the family moved from Springhill to the
Glendale district, working for Bill Dunsmore for nine
months. While there, young Bill attended the Glendale
School. They next moved to Stoney Creek district where
they bought a farm from Robert Johnson.
Bill attended Iroquois and Stoney Creek Schools while
Charlie went to Stoney Creek.
In 1927, the family moved to Eden where they lived
for one year before moving to Neepawa in 1928, where
William was the local drayman up to the time of his death
in 1944. His wife Mary passed away in November of
1957.

PERRETT, ED and HELGA
Edward Morris Perrett was born in Neepawa on
May 18, 1943, the son of Norman and Mery Perrett of
the Arden area. Ed has a sister Leah Smith and a brother
Gary, both of Winnipeg. He attended school at Sinclairville
and Gladstone. He farmed with his father and then started
his own masonry and construction business in 1972. Ed
purchased Thomas Windows from Roy and Jack Thomas
in 1997 and operated this business as well, until retiring in 2003. Ed and Helga were married in 1999. Ed has
three sons, Jason and wife Anita and daughters, Kaitlyn
and Carlie of St. Andrews; Mark and wife Candice and
children, Ben, Brooklyn and Jillian of Neepawa; and Craig
and wife Kim and son Luke of Winnipeg.

L to R: Bill, Mary, Charlie and William Pellow
Bill married Minnie Johnson in 1931. They have one
son, Albert, who with his wife Norma (Boyd) resides in
Winnipeg. Albert and Norma have three children, Don,
Brenda and Dan. Don is married to Donna Ziegler and they
have two girls, Kaitlin and Melissa. Brenda is married to

Ed and Helga
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In 1971, their first child, Darlene Diane, was born in
the Neepawa Hospital on July 7 and then three years later
in 1974, their second child, who was to be named David
Brian was born. Quickly a new name was chosen, as the
son that everyone had anticipated, was a girl! Kimberly
Elizabeth Ann arrived on Oct. 28. After a terrible year of
farming in 1975, Judy returned to work at the Macleod’s
Store and in May of 1976, switched jobs and started her 30
year career with the Bank of Montreal. In 1981, the small
family home was becoming cramped and a new “ready to
move” home was purchased and moved to the family farm.
Once friends and family moved Ken’s bed, he decided that
the switch in houses would be all right!
Over the years, the family has had numerous pets of
various varieties. The most beloved were Duke, a large and
loving black lab and Fluffy, a very large and “fluffy” white
and grey cat. Unfortunately, both pets are gone.
Both Darlene and Kimberly attended school in Arden
and then went on to Neepawa for their high school education. Both children were active in sports and 4-H throughout the years. Darlene graduated in 1989 and Kimberly in
1992. Throughout the summers, both girls worked in and
around Neepawa. Both girls continued their education at
the University of Manitoba in Winnipeg. Darlene graduated
in 1994 with a degree in Recreation and started her career
with the Inter-Ridge Recreation district, which included
an office in Gladstone and MacGregor. She then returned
to Winnipeg and managed the Crescentwood Community
Centre for 5 years and later moved to Dryden to manage the
Dryden Recreation Complex. In 2003, Darlene was offered
a management position with the City of Winnipeg Parks
and Recreation department in charge of preschool and
children’s programs, which included all City of Winnipeg
skating programs. She remained there for 4 years until
2007, when she relocated to Vancouver, BC to manage
the Newton Senior’s Centre in Surrey.
Kimberly completed her Bachelor in Human Ecology
degree in 1996 and in January of 1997 followed in her
mother’s footsteps and began working for the Bank of
Montreal in downtown Winnipeg. In 2001, Kim moved to
BMO Nesbitt Burns and then in the summer of the same
year, began working for Wellington West Capital. On Sept.
1, 2001, Kimberly and Daniel Senff were married at the
Neepawa United Church. Daniel, who was also known
as #26 of the Neepawa Farmer’s baseball club or #15
of the Neepawa Natives was born and raised in Virden,
MB and is the third child of Maureen and Bob Senff.
Danny completed his degree in 2001 with a Bachelor
of Commerce at the U of M and began his career with
Blue Cross. Shortly before his marriage, he accepted his
current position with Whirlpool Canada. Kim and Danny
live in St Vital in Winnipeg and on Nov. 2, 2002, Ken and
Judy’s first grandchild was born, Alexandra Elizabeth at
the St Boniface Hospital. After Kim’s maternity leave, she

Helga Gail Perrett (nee Hanneson) was born in
Gladstone on Oct. 27, 1954, the daughter of George and
Irene Hanneson of Langruth. Helga has three brothers,
Arni of Winnipeg, Brian of Abbotsford, BC, Bruce of
Kamloops, BC and a sister, Claire of Winnipeg. Helga
attended school in Langruth and Gladstone and earned
a degree in Occupational Therapy at the University of
Manitoba. For most of her career, she worked in southwestern Manitoba for Community Therapy Services,
before retiring in 2006. Helga has three children, Adam,
Martin and Sarah Carson, all of Winnipeg.
Ed’s Mother, Mery Perrett, resides in East View Lodge
as does Helga’s father, George Hanneson. Ed and Helga
live at 376 Broadway Avenue in Neepawa.

PERRETT, KENNETH and JUDY
Submitted by Judy Perrett
On a cold and stormy day in late December, Alexander
Perrett (first born son of Richard and Emily Perrett), his
wife Kathleen (only daughter of Joseph and Bessie Murkin),
and their oldest daughter Doreen made the long trip from
their farm, SW 4-15-13, east of Arden, into Neepawa.
Kathleen was ready to deliver their second child. Born in
the morning on Dec. 29 of 1942, Kenneth Russell Perrett
arrived and so began his life on the family farm.
Ken attended school in Arden and was able to complete
his Grade 7 before having to leave school and run the farm
due to Alexander’s poor health. At the age of 15, he moved
into Winnipeg and worked for the Gas Utility Company for
several years, however, his hometown was never far from
his thoughts. Once he obtained his driver’s license and a
car, he often came home on the weekends. It was one of
these weekends, while driving his pride and joy, a 1949
Chevrolet, around the streets of Neepawa, on a dollar worth
of gas, he met a young lady from Franklin, Judy Dianne
North, the youngest daughter of Edith and Carl North.
Ken and Judy dated for several years and in 1964, the
Gas Utility Company moved to Calgary and Ken decided
to return to his roots. He was hired by Barney Provost of
Provost Signs. Judy and Ken were married shortly after, on
July 10, 1965 at the Neepawa United Church. After a brief
honeymoon in Kenora, ON, they returned to their marital
home and a small parcel of farmland that was purchased
from Ken’s grandparents, Joe and Bessie Murkin, just off
Highway 16, east of the Arden Ridge filling station. Judy,
at this time worked at Canada Safeway in Neepawa. In the
summers, Ken worked for Barney at Provost Signs, and in
the winters he drove a fuel truck for BA Oil and also, at
this time he began farming his own land. In the spring of
1968, Ken started to work for Lionel Windus Farms and
then, a year later he purchased his parents’ farm and began
his own fulltime farming operation on SW 4-15-13.
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her mother and step-father. Lisa is now married to Rob
Filipchuk originally from Fork River and they both work at
Springhill Farms and live in Neepawa. Alicia, their oldest
daughter is training for her licensed practical nurse and has
a daughter Cadence who will be three in May. They are
living in Neepawa as well. Jennifer, their second daughter just bought a home in Neepawa, and is working for
Touchwood Residence and is taking her animal sciences
training. Brian, their son, is currently living at home and
working at Northstar Seeds and is planning to head out to
Alberta in June.
Lorne and Deanna moved to the RM of Lansdowne
in the spring of 2002. They bought a couple of acres off
Lorne’s brother and moved a house onto the original family
farm. They are both enjoying country life again. Lorne is
looking forward to retirement and Deanna is currently
working at Springhill Farms in Neepawa.

returned to work with a new division called Wellington
West Pro Ice Management. A second grandchild arrived on
Aug. 26, 2005, Nicholas Conrad, who was also born in the
St. Boniface Hospital. Both children have been baptized
at the Arden United Church.

PETCH, JOSEPH and EMMA
Submitted by Sharon Petch
The Petch family settled in the Neepawa and
the Glendale district of Manitoba in the early 1890s.
Descendants of Joseph and Emma Petch and still reside
in the Franklin and Springhill areas.
Joseph (Oct. 28, 1841 – Nov. 23, 1908) and Emma
Bower (Oct. 9, 1843 – Apr. 24, 1910) were married Aug.
12, 1869. They lived in Toronto, ON where he was a
carpenter. From a copy of an old lease agreement drawn
up by a Toronto lawyer and dated Dec. 5, 1870, we know
that in the year 1870 Joseph and John, carpenters, leased
land and premises in the City of Toronto on the north
side of McGill Street, commencing sixty feet from the
corner of McGill and Church Streets and running 106 feet
north, parallel to Church Street, then 14 feet west, then 106
feet south and 14 feet east to the place of beginning. This
property was rented for four years from 1870 to 1874 at
$23.00 per year. Joseph was a finishing carpenter, and at
one time, worked as such on the railroad passenger cars of
that time. He may also have lived in Chicago for a while
before moving to Manitoba.
Joseph and Emma homesteaded in the Glendale district
on the NE 10-14-16 in the year 1892. They had two sons,
Francis Westfield (May 28, 1870 – Nov. 12, 1927) and
James Herbert (Apr. 30, 1872 – Mar. 25, 1915).
On Dec. 23, 1895, Francis Westfield applied for a
homestead on the SW 30-15-16 in the Franklin district,
RM of Rosedale, and received his patent dated Feb. 22,
1896. This property was taken over by his brother James
Herbert in the year 1900.
James Herbert married Margaret Jane Craig (Mar.
9, 1880 – Sept. 9, 1970) of Ridgeville, MB on Dec. 20,
1899. Together, they worked to establish the farm until

Back Row: Judy, Darlene, Ken
Front Row: Danny Senff, Alexandra, Nicholas, Kim Senff
Ken and Judy are now looking forward to retirement.
Since Judy’s departure from the Bank of Montreal in 2005,
she is now working casually with the Neepawa Chamber
of Commerce. She is enjoying the freedom of spending
time in Winnipeg with her grandchildren and convincing
Ken that 40 plus years of farming may be enough!!

PERRETT, LORNE and DEANNA
Submitted by Lorne and Deanna
Lorne was born and raised in the RM of Lansdowne on
his family farm. His parents were Alexander and Kathleen
Perrett. Lorne attended elementary school in Arden and
then was bused to attend high school at Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute. He left school before graduating and
lived and worked in Winnipeg for a short time before
returning to Arden. He took a job with Canadian Pacific
Railway and has worked for them ever since. 2007 was his
35th year, and Lorne is eligible for retirement in October.
He was stationed out of Gladstone for most of this time.
That is where he met his current wife, Deanna Kerr. Deanna
was born and raised in Gladstone and was a hairdresser
when they met. Lorne and Deanna were married in 1980
and lived in Gladstone, where they raised their 3 children:
Alicia, Jennifer and Brian. Lorne has a daughter, Lisa,
from a previous marriage, who lived in Neepawa with
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his death from pneumonia on Mar. 25, 1915. Margaret
remained on the farm and raised their four children: Eva
Jane (Oct. 15, 1900 – Sept. 6, 1980); Annie Mae (Aug. 17,
1902 -unknown), Herbert Wesley (Mar. 19, 1904 – Sept.
25, 1998) and Ida Ruth (Sept. 14, 1908 – May 3, 1994).
Besides her own children, Margaret also raised a nephew
Russell W. Craig.
Eva married Oliver Douglas on Nov. 16, 1927. They
farmed in the Franklin district for fifty years and have five
children: Alex of Regina, SK; Irene (Peden) of Winnipeg;
Robert of Winnipeg; Jack of Minnedosa and Harvey of
Brandon.
Mae married Fred Freeman of Franklin. They operated
a store at Springhill until moving to Trail, BC. They have
two daughters: Jean (Rutley), Vancouver, BC and Dorothy
(Thackery), Victoria, BC.
Ida married Leonard Freeman. They resided in Trail,
BC and have two children: Robert of Christina Lake, BC
and Diane (Buckley) presently of Sedgewick, AB.
Russell Craig married Audrey Harding. They reside
in Neepawa and have one son Shawn. Russell has
deceased.
Francis Westfield was left a widower in the year 1915.
The children in that family were: Henry (Harry) born Nov.
8, 1905; Roy E. born May 6, 1907; Margaret Mary A.
(Cook) born Sept. 3, 1910; George W. born Jan. 11, 1912,
died May 8, 1981, and Sarah Mae born May 11, 1913.
The youngest girl Sarah Mae (Johnson) was raised by
Margaret.

Submitted by Sharon Petch
Herbert Petch married Agnes Elizabeth McKee (Oct.
30, 1910 – May 11, 2001) of Birnie, MB on Oct. 3, 1934.
They reside on the SW 30-15-16 and have three children:
Della Irene (Oct. 21, 1935), Thelma Mae (June 29, 1938)
and Ronald Allen (May 1, 1940).
Della married William White (May 13, 1935 – Oct.
24, 1964) in Franklin United Church on July 4, 1959. On
July 29, 1972, Della married Henry Janzen (Oct. 21, 1935)
in Central United Church, Brandon, MB. They reside at
Killarney, MB and have three children: Cheryl Elizabeth
(May 21, 1973); John Herbert (Mar. 16, 1975) and Diana
Ruth (Dec. 2, 1977).
Thelma married Clifford Lafreniere on June 21, 1958
at Franklin United Church. They have two children: Gary
Clifford (Mar. 8, 1961) and Stacey Dawn (May 17, 1967).
Cliff and Thelma divorced and Thelma lives in Carman,
MB.
In the earlier years, the children attended Coldstream
School on the SW 18-15-16 for Grades 1-9. For Grades
10-12 it was necessary to attend the high school in Franklin
and in later years Neepawa schools.

Back Row L to R: Agnes, Ron
Front Row (L-R) Thelma, Herb, Della
Taken in 1967.
Back is Margaret Jane
(L to R) Eva, James Herbert, Ida, Mae, Herbert

The family was a member of the Methodist Church
and later the United Church in Franklin until its closure
and then attended the Neepawa United Church.
Herbert helped out on the farm until he was 85 years of
age. They moved to Neepawa and lived in the Elks Manor
when it was first built. Then Herbert and Agnes both lived
in East View Lodge for a few years until they deceased.

In 1934, Margaret moved to the town of Neepawa
where she resided until her death in 1970. Her residence
was located on the northeast corner of Third Avenue and
Main Street. In her later years, she was a resident of the
East View Lodge.
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PETCH, RON and SHARON

PETTITT, ERIC and CONNIE

Submitted by Sharon Petch

Submitted by Sandra Thompson

On Nov. 3, 1979, Ronald Allen Petch married Sharon
Isabel McKee (May 21, 1950), in the Neepawa United
Church. They own the original family farm and live on
the SE 29-15-16. They have three children: Dwayne
Allen (Sept. 3, 1980), Michelle Dawn (Aug. 19, 1982)
and Nathan Robert James (Aug. 5, 1989).
Ron farmed the family farm until 1997, and then he
rented the farm out and started to work off the farm. He
worked for the Manitoba Pool in 1998 and for Agricore
in 1999. Then in 2000, he started working at his present
employment for the Whitemud Watershed Conservation
District.
Ron enjoys curling, and he has curled for many years.
He is also an active member of the Neepawa Elks.
Sharon was a Licensed Practical Nurse. She worked
at Brandon General Hospital and Neepawa Hospital. She
stayed home with the children when they were small. After
they were all in school, she re-entered the work force. She
worked for 1 ½ years at East View Lodge, and then in
1996, she started to work for Homecare as a Health Care
aide. Sharon is a member of the Neepawa United Church
Women.

Eric retired from East View Lodge in 1985. He
continued as manager of the Yellowhead Manor from
1974-1988.
During their retirement years, Eric and Connie continued being involved in volunteer work with Meals on
Wheels, activities at East View Lodge and the Yellowhead
Manor. They drove many people in the community to
Winnipeg and Brandon for medical appointments. They
enjoyed golfing, shuffle board and bridge games with
their friends. They also enjoyed spending several winters
in Victoria. Eric was involved with the 55+ bowling, as
well as bowling with residents from Touchwood Park. The
highlight of his bowling career was being on the 55+ team
representing Neepawa at the zones, provincials and went
on to win the nationals. Eric had a green thumb and took
pride in gardening and his flowerbeds. He was noted for
his beautiful roses.
Eric and Connie sold their house at 314 Hospital Street
and built a new one on Isabel Street in 1978. They then
moved to a suite at Prairie Oasis (Ste 3-336 Ellen St.)
where Connie is continuing to live.
Eric passed away Feb. 13, 2004.
Sandra and Rick continue to live on the farm at
Belmont, MB. Kara and Chad are involved with the farming aspect with a mixed cattle operation. Both raised and
showed purebred Hereford cattle at the 4-H level and at
many fairs. As well as keeping busy with cattle, Kara is
employed with the Canadian Food Inspection Agency as
a meat inspector at Maple Leaf in Brandon. She is also
on the “Joints in Motion” training team with the Arthritis
Society for the marathon in Athens, Greece in October,
2007. Chad has also been involved in preparing cattle for
bull sales and fairs around the area as well as working with
silage crews and as a heavy equipment operator.
Terry and Barb have moved from Winnipeg to a 55+
community at Sanford, commuting to work in Winnipeg.
Neil graduated from Royal Military College in Kingston,
ON, has his commercial pilot’s license and is currently with
the air force in Moose Jaw. Scott is working on his degree
at the University of Manitoba. He is also with the Reserves,
has been taking his Emergency Medical Responder at Red
River College and has been accepted for Fire College in
Brandon September, 2007.
Eric’s parents and siblings are all deceased:
Harry Charles
Sept. 1, 1962
Hamilton, ON.
Edith Mabel
Oct. 29, 1970
Nanaimo, BC
Christina
Dec. 27, 1985
Nanaimo, BC
Bernard
May 18, 1982
Terrace, BC
Dorothy
June 5, 1989
Nanaimo, BC
Eric
Feb. 13, 2004
Neepawa, MB
Hubert
April 4, 1992
Hamilton, ON.

L to R: Sharon, Michelle, Dwayne, Ron and in front is
Nathan
Taken 2001
Dwayne lives in Neepawa and works at McDonald’s
Restaurant in Neepawa.
Michelle lives in Brandon and works at Western
Medical Clinic as a medical assistant.
Nathan lives at home and is taking Grade 12 at
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. He also works at Petro
Canada after school and on Saturdays.
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PHILLIPS, GEORGE and SUSAN

would have been a great place to play. It’s a beautiful old
house and we love sharing it with our guests.

We have just recently moved to Neepawa. It had been
a dream of ours for some time to own a bed and breakfast,
and suddenly, in 2005 the opportunity presented itself!
I, (Susan) grew up in Gypsumville, MB. My dad,
Harry Finnimore, was employed with the Department of
National Defence on the radar station there. After school,
I left home, worked in Winnipeg for awhile, and then
married George Phillips, a young military fellow from
Wabash (a small town near Chatham), ON. Being in the
military, we moved from one end of the country to the
other. We lived in Shelburne, a small fishing town on the
south shore of Nova Scotia. Then, we moved to Holberg,
a logging community in a rain forest (really!) at the north
end of Vancouver Island. From there, we went to Ottawa
for two years, then to Chilliwack, BC. After that we were
transferred back to Gypsumville for two years, 1984 –
1985. In the summer of ’84, Mom and Dad, (Harry and
Jean) retired and moved to Neepawa. We visited them
in their new home as often as we could that year. Then,
we were posted to Chatham, NB. After four years on the
Mirimachi, we moved to London, ON. As well, George
spent time in the Middle East and in Alert, and traveling
to numerous un-manned stations in the north. In 1992,
we had our last military move when we went to Ottawa.
We were there for 14 years. That brings us back to 2005.
George was getting ready to retire after serving with the
military for 37 years. I was visiting Dad that March and
we heard about “The Garden Path” being for sale. We met
with Joe and Glenda McPhee, the owners, and eventually
visited the house and quickly decided that this would be a
perfect way to enter into a sort of semi-retirement.
It’s been a very busy time since we made that decision.
We arrived in town with all our worldly possessions on
June 7, 2006. We opened for business and held our first
open house, on July 2 – just three weeks later. We had lots
of help, and a lot of fun getting the house ready. Of course,
it had been very well taken care of and was in excellent
condition. The house, at 536 Second Avenue, was built
in 1903 for William S. Burley, the lumber merchant. Dr.
John S. Poole and family resided in the home from 1921
to 1940. The Neepawa Salt Ltd. purchased and renovated
the property for use as the residence of the company’s
plant manager, Martin O’Day and family. The O’Day’s
purchased the home from the company when the plant
closed down in 1970. The McPhee’s, who opened it as The
Garden Path Bed and Breakfast in 1997, again renovated
the home. Glenda also did extensive work in the gardens.
Others have also lived in the house over the years. We
keep meeting people who have lived here, or played here
with the children who lived here. It’s easy to imagine the
house being full of children. It has a wonderful attic that

We have discovered that summers are quite busy with
guests and visitors (we haven’t lived this close to my family
in a long time), and the gardens. People in Neepawa take
their gardens very seriously! We are enjoying the small
town atmosphere and are still getting used to everything
being within walking distance!
We have two grown-up children that we left behind in
Ontario. Our son, Josh, is married to Cynthia Lankamp,
and they live in Mississauga, where Cynthia teaches and
Josh is attending college. He plans to graduate this spring.
Our daughter, Brooke, lives in Kingston and is studying
theology at Queens University. We’re not sure when she
plans to graduate! They visit us as often as they can and
we go back to Ontario when we can. So far, it’s working well, but once there are grandchildren, I don’t know!
Meanwhile, we are having fun reconnecting with old
friends and making new ones. Retirement is great!!

PILGRIM, THOMAS H. and MARY ANN
Originally submitted by Kitty Pilgrim
Heritage – Neepawa, Land of Plenty – 1983

Catherine M. Cooney – 95th Birthday
September, 1982
Joan, Audrey, Ruth, Eileen
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I worked for Mrs. J.A. Davidson, Lillian, my sister,
worked for Kerr’s, later for Mrs. Jack Brown who became
her great friend. Hilda worked for Mrs. J. Wemyss; Ella
took up dressmaking over Brown’s Department Store, her
tutor being a Miss Horrocks. The store was large and situated where the Bamboo Gardens is now.
Fred, having passed all his piano exams in England,
played in the orchestra at the theatre the Brooker brothers
operated. Fred was teller in the Home Bank. It was in the
Oddfellows building.
Charlie Fleet and I were married in St. James Anglican
Church in 1913, Rev. Pitts being the minister. The temperature that day was 40 degrees below zero. There was only
one car I think in Neepawa at that time. It was owned by
a Mr. Willoughby, an open car. We hired it to take guests
to and from the church. All went well until my father and
I were on our way to the church, when the monster refused
to go when we got to the four corners on Mountain Avenue.
After a lot of cranking by the driver, we went a few steps,
more cranking, and finally, we arrived at a packed church.
People were curious to witness an English wedding!
My sister Lillian married Claude Tyler in the same
church in 1915, and sister Hilda married Edward Carter
the same year. Rev. Locke performed the ceremony at
both weddings.
Fred married, a Regina girl, Lillian West. Ella married
George Withers, a Saskatchewan boy. It is interesting to
know that at this date all the children of Tom and Mary
Ann are living.
My mother ran a boarding house by the CNR station.
She was a famous cook and as there were many passenger
trains on the CNR, mother’s name became well known for
her pies and sandwiches grabbed by the passengers.
Charlie Fleet, who was promoted to a Dominion
Express position, was sent to Moose Jaw and ran from
Moose Jaw to Calgary as a Dominion Express messenger. His wages rose from $40.00 a month to $80.00, later
to over $200.00 a month. The Walker family had left
Neepawa so my parents decided to come to Moose Jaw.
The war was not over but a terrible plague called the “flu”
hit Moose Jaw, taking the lives of scores of people in 1918.
My beloved husband was a victim at only 29 years of age,
leaving two dear wee girls: Joan Mary, now Mrs. Russell
Lawrence of Maple Creek, SK, and Audrey Frances, now
Mrs. C.P. Hall, still residing in Neepawa.
My father had filed on a homestead near Alonsa. He
thought 160 acres for $10.00 was a bargain. He built a
nice house, but homesteading was not his cup of tea! So,
back to Neepawa he came and took up his old work. He
had more than he could handle, and employed Eric Pettit
whom my father thought a great deal of. They became
great partners, also friends.
Both my parents took a big interest in the Town of
Neepawa. My father belonged to the parks board and was a

PILGRIM FAMILY
Kitty, T.H. Pilgrim (father), Mary Ann (mother), Charles
Joseph Fleet, Lillian, Fred, Ella, Doris
Thomas Henry Pilgrim, his wife Mary Ann, their five
daughters, one son and future son-in-law Charles Joseph
Fleet, left Southampton, England, in 1913. In the pouring
rain, the family boarded the Cunard Liner, the “Ausonia”,
a really old cattle ship. After a hectic journey, arriving at
Portland, Maine, where they embarked for Chicago, traveling through several states and provinces, the family finally
arrived at their destination, Neepawa, on Apr. 6, 1913.
There was a great crowd at the Canadian National
Railway station who had heard the Pilgrims were expected,
so were curious to meet (as they thought) a religious outfit!
A very dilapidated conveyance called a bus, drawn by an
old horse met passenger trains at the station. The nine of us
piled in the bus. If I remember rightly, Neepawa had been
doing water works which made the street very bumpy so
we had a very rough ride to the far north end of Neepawa,
where we were welcomed by the Walker family. They were
no strangers to us, as Mr. Walker had learned his trade
from my father, who was a master painter, decorator and
architect. The Walkers had been in Canada a year or so and
wrote often telling of the land of “milk and honey”, urging
my father to come. Everything was probably booming
when Walkers came, the reverse when we arrived. There
was little or no work to be had; my father and Ern Walker
even went stooking. Charlie Fleet and I were engaged to
be married. He had served five years apprenticeship as a
photographer, and he and I had planned to set up a business. He got in touch with a Mr. St. John, who came from
Minnedosa about once a month to take pictures. Charlie
offered to buy him out but was told he would starve to
death, so he was employed by Harry O’Neill to drive the
Dominion Express van for the Canadian Pacific Railway.
We four elder girls found work, not exactly work we were
familiar with.
634

“They had set sail Mar. 20, 1913 from South Hampton
on a “horrible hulk of a ship”, the Astoria, sleeping on six
bunks. The ship docked in Portland, Maine because the
St. Lawrence River was frozen over. From Portland they
traveled by train, arriving in Neepawa on Apr. 6, 1913 after
seventeen weary days of travel. On arrival at the station,
the family was met by a great crowd who were expecting
a religious group of Pilgrims!”
Thomas and Mary Ann had seven children all born
in England:
Catherine (Kit) Mary- born Sept. 1, 1887 and died Aug.
19, 1983 at almost 96, Thomas Walter born in April, 1889
and died of diphtheria at 5 ½ years old, Lillian Florence
born Oct. 29, 1890 and died Aug. 8, 1990 in Surrey, BC
age 99, Hilda Maude born Nov. 17, 1893 and died Mar.,
29, 1987 age 93, Frederick William Henry born Mar. 13,
1896 and died Sept. 25, 1985 in Brandon, MB age 89.
Ella Rosa born Sept. 28, 1889 and died Dec. 31, 1988 in
Burnaby, BC age 89 and Doris Eva born Mar. 4, 1904 and
died Aug 4, 1993 in Neepawa, age 89.
i. Catherine married Charles Joseph Fleet Nov. 22,
1913 in Neepawa, MB. Charles Fleet was born Mar. 7,
1889 at Coventry, England and died Nov. 7, 1918 in Moose
Jaw of the flu epidemic at the age of 29. They have two
daughters, both born in Moose Jaw: Joan Mary, born Dec.
13, 1915 and Audrey Frances, born Jan. 8, 1918 .
Joan married Wilfred Russell Lawrence Aug. 10, 1935
at Maple Creek, SK. Russell was born Nov. 28, 1903 and
died Feb. 13, 1983. Joan still lives in Maple Creek, SK
on the Lawrence family ranch which has been in operation for over 125 years. They have five children, all born
at Maple Creek: Elaine Isobel born Feb. 24, 1936, Donna
Joan born Mar. 15, 1937, Frances Mary born November,
1941, Eric Russell born Oct. 3, 1946 and Heather Susan
born July 15, 1954.
Elaine married Bernard Isabelle Nov. 17, 1956 in
Saskatoon. Bernard was born July 16, 1935. They currently
live in Maple Creek, SK. They have three children: Linda
Joan born July 29, 1958, David Lawrence born July 23,
1958 and Steven Michael born Dec. 7, 1963. Linda married
Neil Roy in 1976. They have one daughter: Shauna Laurne
Roy born June 28, 1977. Linda, then married Robert Hogg.
They have three children, all born at Medicine Hat, AB:
twins, born Mar. 27, 1981, Everett Clarke Hogg and Gerron
Marchal Hogg and Lane Ewan Hogg born July 2, 1987.
Linda married Alan Warneford and they adopted Alysha
Jean Warneford born Dec, 10, 1998. Shauna Tudor’s children are: Tristan Sarah born May 23, 1998, Spencer Lucien
born Aug. 18, 2000 and Haven Joan Loe born July 11,
2006.
Donna married Bill Hanel Apr. 19, 1962. Bill was
born Mar. 26, 1932 and died June 26, 1998. They have
three children: Boyd Lawrence born June 23, 1963, Brian
Russell born Aug. 4, 1967 and Blair William born Apr. 19,

big help in the planting of those beautiful trees in Neepawa’s
lovely cemetery. He was also a member of the poultry
association and won many prizes for his Langshan chickens. He was interested in sports, although never taking any
active part. He was, in his younger days, an avid cricketer.
He enjoyed the evenings spent with the Sons of England
over Harry Hodgkinson’s Butcher Shop. His humor was
catching and one of his pleasures was acting Santa Claus
every year at the St. James Anglican Church concerts. Both
he and Mother supported the same church, Mother being
an active member of the then Women’s Auxiliary. She was
also a Rebekah. The house my parents bought in 1922,
opposite the old school on Mountain Avenue, is presently
occupied by my youngest sister and her husband, Mr. and
Mrs. Olmer Pierson. Many happy times were spent in this
house, young and old were welcome.
Dad was quite a politician but no one ever knew which
party he favored as he claimed one’s ballot was a secret.
He couldn’t be persuaded to accept the old age pension of
$25 per month, saying it was charity. However, he worked
until over 80, finally accepting the pension.
My mother passed away in 1955. Had she lived, she
and Dad would have celebrated their 68th wedding anniversary in the fall. My father passed away in 1961 at the
age of 97. It is worthy to note that he was Neepawa’s oldest
citizen at the time of his death.
Myself, I remarried into the Cooney family. My
husband was Michael Cooney. Two daughters were born
to us, Eileen Rachel (Mrs. R. McDonald of Peterboro,
ON) and Ruth Doreen (Mrs. W. Cook of Winnipeg). To
date, I am 94 years of age. Like my parents, I am a greatgreat-grandmother, and have many to carry on the family
name. In closing, the Pilgrims speak of Neepawa as their
Canadian home.
UPDATE ON THOMAS HENRY PILGRIM
Submitted by Sharon and Daphne Hall with help from
Brian Withers (Ella Pigrim’s son)
Thomas Henry Pilgrim was the son of Charles James
Pilgrim, (who was born in London in 1836,) and Catherine
Jane Bradford. Mary Anne Tubey was the daughter of
Samuel Joseph Tubey and Mary Ann Finch. Thomas
Henry and Mary Ann were married in 1886 in Slough,
Buckinghamshire, England. They celebrated their diamond
wedding anniversary in 1946 in Neepawa. Thomas was
born in London on July 1, 1864 and died in Neepawa on
Sept. 21, 1961 in his 97th year. Mary Ann was born Apr.
6, 1864 and died Apr. 26, 1955 at 91.
The following is drawn from “MY STORY” a lovely
65 page history as recorded by Kit Pilgrim. In it, she related
the arrival of the Thomas Pilgrim family in Neepawa,
MB:
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born Aug. 4, 1996, Ryan Mathew born Aug 26, 1998 and
Kaylee Reese born Feb. 17, 2001. Rodney married Shelley
Davis June 6, 1998 in Winnipeg. They live in Lorette, MB.
They have three children: Brendan Garett born July 10,
2001, Cameron Austin born Aug. 25, 2003 and Erin Jade
born Dec. 24, 2006. Melissa married Jeff Schraud Jan 22,
2002 in Jamaica. They live in Winnipeg. They have one
son: Kaleb Rudolph born Jan. 3, 2006.
Glen married Sharon Frances Kerr Sept. 29, 1973
in Gladstone, MB. Sharon was born Aug. 1, 1953 in
Gladstone. Glen and Sharon are divorced. Glen lives in
British Columbia and Sharon lives in Neepawa. They have
four children all born in Neepawa: John Michael born
Aug. 4, 1974, Stephen Charles James born Feb. 16, 1976,
Patricia Mary born Nov. 9, 1977 and Catherine Louise
born June 29, 1983. Stephen has two daughters both living
in British Columbia with their mother Danita Lucier: Liara
Cheyenne Lucier Hall born Apr. 7, 2003 in Kamloops,
BC and Sarah Audrey Lucier Hall born Jan. 8, 2005 in
Nanaimo, BC. Catherine married Joseph Samuel Andrew
Williamson Mar. 26, 2005. Joey was born Jan. 19, 1985
in Sault Ste. Marie, ON. They live in Nanaimo, BC. They
have one son: Dominic Sidney Williamson born Aug. 24,
2005 in Neepawa.
Lloyd married Daphne Louise Kerr (Sharon’s sister)
Sept. 20, 1975 in Gladstone, MB. Daphne was born Jan.
18, 1955. They live in Plumas, MB. They have three children: David Lloyd born Feb. 13, 1976 in Gladstone, MB,
Andrew Sidney born Jan. 18, 1988 in Brandon, MB and
Leigh Margaret born May 23, 1990 in Neepawa, MB.
David married Tara Marie Hillman Aug. 9, 2003 in Portage
la Prairie, MB. Tara was born Dec. 31, 1981. They have
two children: Donnovan Raymond John Hillman born Nov.
20, 1999 and Autumn Marie Louise Hall born May 9, 2002
in Portage la Prairie.
Then, Catherine remarried to Michael (Mick)
Christopher Cooney Apr. 19, 1920 at Glenella, MB. Mick
was born in 1867 in Fergus, ON and died Mar. 2, 1955 at
Neepawa. They have two daughters: Eileen Rachel Cooney
born Mar. 16, 1921 at Alonsa, MB and Ruth Doreen
Cooney born Aug. 24, 1922 at Neepawa, MB.
Eileen married Rueben (Mac) McDonald Dec. 29,
1945 in Gladstone, MB. Rueben was born Apr. 13, 1913
and died Nov. 7, 2004. They lived in Peterborough, ON.
They have four children: twins born in 1950 Louise Marie
and Linda Ruth, Brock Douglas born 1955 and Gloria Joan
born 1960. Louise married Patrick Moran. They have two
children: Christopher Patrick Moran born 1977 and Luke
Joseph Moran born 1980. Linda married Thomas Walsh.
They have one child: Robin Thomas Walsh born 1969.
Linda remarried David Gaskell and they have two children:
Michael Kirk Gaskell born 1974 and Jeffery Gaskell born
1978. Brock married Jill Darling and they have one child:
Jami Paige born 1987. Gloria married Peter Zobrist and

1969. Boyd married Karen Judith Humphreys on May 16,
1998. Karen was born Apr. 11, 1972 in Ormstown, QC.
They have two children: Paulson William born Dec. 7,
2001 in Swift Current, SK and Ariel Judith born Aug. 30,
2005 in Slave Lake, AB. Brian married Christine Finell
on June 12, 1993. They have two children: Dylan Russell
born Feb. 3, 1998 and Shane William born Jan. 26, 2001.
Blair married Tracy Bertoia Oct. 15, 2004. They have two
children: Jack William born June 15, 2005 and Aidan Lee
born Jan. 18, 2007.
Frances married Richard Needham Dec. 12, 1962.
Dick was born May 1, 1941. They have two children:
Peter James born July 15, 1963 and Catherine Mary born
Nov. 22, 1968. Peter married Sofia Isabel Duque in 1996.
Sofia was born Nov. 4, 1964 in Calgary. They have two
children: Jacqueline Frances born Apr. 21, 2002 and Evan
Jack born Apr. 6, 2004. Catherine married Derek Oram
July 19, 1992. Derek was born Oct. 20, 1952. They have
two children: Victoria Anne Frances born Feb. 11, 1994
and Jennifer Rose born Jan. 16, 1996.
Eric married Ann Colquhoun July 15, 1982. Ann was
born Nov. 13, 1948. Their four children are: Andrea Lesley
Knight born Feb. 17, 1974, Donald Stuart Knight born Apr.
17, 1977, Christa Aileen Lawrence born May 15, 1986 and
Joann Mary Lawrence born July 5, 1990. Andrea married
Robert Sheffield, Donald married Jennie Drury.
Heather married Roger Beierbach May 17, 1974.
Roger was born Dec. 26, 1951 and died Aug. 1, 1998.
They had three children: John Lawrence born Oct. 18,
1974, Eve Louise born Dec. 29, 1975 and Paul Russell
born Aug. 21, 1978 and died Dec. 18, 1978. John married
Heidi Moorhead Oct. 29, 2001. Heidi was born Mar. 24,
1976. They have one child: Sarah Marie born Feb. 27,
2006. Eve married Travis Erickson Dec. 29, 2006. Travis
was born Sept. 19, 1978. They have two children: Casey
Roger born Oct. 27, 2003 and Shay Travis born Feb. 19,
2006.
Audrey married Charles Percy Hall Dec. 23, 1941 in
Neepawa. Charlie was born May 6, 1911 in Winnipeg and
died Oct. 6, 1997 in Neepawa. Audrey currently resides
in East View Lodge. They have three sons: Charles Grant
born Nov. 11, 1945, Glen Michael born June 3, 1948 and
Lloyd Stanley born Feb. 17, 1952.
Grant married Cecile Smith Aug. 17, 1967 in Winnipeg.
Cecile was born Aug. 8, 1944. They live at Dufrense, MB.
They have four children all born in Winnipeg: Charles
Kenneth born Aug. 25, 1967, Kristine Lee born June
6, 1970, Rodney Grant born June 8, 1971 and Melissa
Dawn born Dec. 7, 1977. Ken married Anne Marie (Min)
Tetreault Jan 15, 2000 in Ste. Anne, MB. They live in
Ste. Genevieve, MB. They have twin boys born Apr. 16,
2000: Charles Connor and Evan Norman. Kristine married
Pierre Doerksen Sept 9, 1995 in Ile des Chenes. They
live in Winnipeg. They have three children: Devin Brice
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Hosler born Jan. 13, 1971 and Brian Michael Hosler born
Apr. 6, 1974. Douglas married Kathleen Marie Evans May
27, 2000 in Ponoka, AB. They have two sons: Tyler Evan
Hosler born Nov. 16, 2001 and Wyatt Douglas Hosler born
June 7, 2003.
Tim married Alexanderina (Pat) Brown Aug. 11, 1945
in Winnipeg, MB. She was born June 23, 1927. They have
two children: Terrance Norman Tyler born Oct. 5, 1948
and Alexis Lee Tyler born Feb. 5, 1953. Terrance married
Susan Hayes Aug. 11, 1975 in Winnipeg, MB. They had
one son: Troy Nicolas Tyler born Aug. 7, 1981. Alexis
married Glen Williams Apr. 11, 1981 in Burnaby, BC.
Glen died Aug. 31, 1980 in the same car accident as Tim,
his father-in-law.
Alexis married David Pond. They have two children:
Sarah Pond and Michelle Pond. Sarah’s child: Hannah
Louise born Apr. 24, 2003.
Jack married Margaret Bernice Cruikshanks Nov.
10, 1945 in Neepawa, MB. They have four children:
Wendy Louise born Oct. 23, 1948, John Anthony (Tony)
born Aug. 6, 1951 in Winnipeg, MB and died in a tragic
accident in September, 2001 in Whistler, BC, Margaret
Kathleen (Mari) born Feb. 18, 1957 and Steven Kenneth
(Frederikson) Tyler, who was adopted, was born Dec. 2,
1966. Wendy married Randal Piccini Sept. 4, 1975. They
have four children: Tyler Allan Piccini born May 27, 1978,
Trevor Orlando Piccini born July 7, 1981, Tanis Nicole
Piccini born Apr. 20, 1983 and Timon Andrew Piccini
born May 18, 1987. John married Jackie Lee Cruise Apr.
7, 1972. They have one child: Christian Alexander (Sandy)
Tyler born Jan. 25, 1984. Margaret married Philip LeBeuf
Mar. 28, 1987 in Vancouver, BC. They have one son: Derek
Gregory LeBeuf born Feb. 16, 1990.
iv. Hilda married Alfred Edward (Ed) Carter July 14,
1917 in Neepawa, MB. Ed was born May 10, 1888 in
Windsor, England and died May 24, 1965 in The Pas, MB.
They have five children: Don born June 9, 1918 in Moose
Jaw, SK, Percy born Dec. 28, 1920 in Dauphin, MB,
twins, Nora and Norman born Apr. 1, 1923 in Dauphin,
MB (Nora- died Feb. 9, 1999 in Lenore, MB and Norman
died Mar. 31, 1996 in Brandon, MB), and William (Bill)
born July 12, 1928 in Neepawa, MB.
Don married Patricia McEnhill Nov. 17, 1943 in
Glasgow, Scotland. They have three children: Edward born
July 17, 1947, Donald born Oct. 21, 1948 and Patricia born
July 20, 1951. Don married Verna. They lived in Argyle,
MB. They have one daughter Darlene born Apr. 11, 1943
in Winnipeg, MB.
Percy had one child Harold.
Nora married Jack Stanley and lived in Lenore, MB.
Their six children are: Jerry, Linda, Raymond, Sandra,
Dianna and Candy.
Norman married Ellen. They lived in Brandon, MB.
Their two children are: Ronald and Jim.

they have two children: Stephanie Catherine born 1991
and Nicholas Peter born in 1992.
Ruth married Wilbert (Wib) Cook June 30, 1945 in
Neepawa, MB. Wib was born July 1, 1905 and died Mar.
24, 1989 in Winnipeg, MB. Ruth still lives in Winnipeg.
Their three children are: Ralph Frank born Sept. 3, 1947,
Alan Ross born May 29, 1951 and Glenda Catherine born
Oct. 12, 1953. Ralph married Marilyn Penny Gray on Sept.
11, 1976. No children. Alan married Connie Suzanne
Ricard on Jan. 14, 1984. Their three children are: Jordan
Alan born June 28, 1984, Adam Ashley born Apr. 3, 1986
and Alicia Victoria born June 13, 1987. Glenda married
Julian DeGrave on Feb. 7, 1976. Their three children are:
Ryan David Julian born Mar. 26, 1978, Rory Michael
born July 28, 1981 and Rhys Andrew born Nov. 12, 1984.
Ryan married Lindy Marilyn Watson on Apr. 23, 2005 in
Winnipeg, MB. They have one child: Lucas Ryan James
born Feb. 22, 2003.
ii. Thomas Walker deceased in infancy.
iii. Lillian married Claude Basil Tyler Apr. 11, 1917 in
Neepawa, MB. Claude was born Nov. 30, 1889 in Malden,
Essex, England and died Jan. 1, 1988 in Surrey, BC. They
celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary. They have four
children all born in Neepawa: Sybil Elaine born Oct. 20,
1918 and died Sept. 7, 1989 in White Rock, BC, Marjorie
Lillian born Aug. 16, 1920, Reginald Thomas (Tim) born
July 31, 1922 and died Aug. 31, 1980 in Burnaby, BC and
John (Jack) Charles born Mar. 11, 1925.
Sybil married William (Bill) Gatland July 14, 1943 in
Neepawa, MB. Their two children are: Judith Lynn Gatland
born Mar. 30, 1946 and Laurel Janine (Jan) Gatland born
Apr. 3, 1950. Judith married Michael Tate July 17, 1970
in Kitchener, ON. Their three children are: Jennifer Laurel
Tate born Nov. 29, 1972, Hillary Regan Tate born Aug. 25,
1975 and Erin Elizabeth Tate born Apr. 5, 1979. Jennifer’s
children are: Taylor Elaine born 1997 and Layne Elizabeth
born 2003. Jan married Kemal Cancar Apr. 16, 1977. They
are divorced and have one child Miya Claire Cancar born
Feb. 15, 1981 in North Vancouver, BC.
Jan married Kent Hodson June 24, 1995. Kent was
born Dec. 15, 1952.
Marjorie married Ivan Hosler Mar. 19, 1942 in
Neepawa, MB. Ivan was born Apr. 27, 1920 and died Feb.
23, 1985. They have two children: Karen Marjorie Hosler
born Mar. 24, 1943 and Douglas Ivan Hosler born June
14, 1945. Karen married Albert Hummel Sept. 3, 1966
in Stettler, AB. Albert died Jan. 19, 2004. They have two
children: Mark Stephen Hummel born Mar. 30, 1969 and
Nina Marie Hummel born May 7, 1971. Nina married
James Navratil Apr. 1, 1995 in Stettler, AB. They have
two children: Megan Marie Navratil born Mar. 12, 2000
in Houston, Texas and Joshua James Navratil born Aug.
15, 2001. Douglas married Sandra Alyce Kempf July 13,
1968 in Stettler, AB. They have two sons: Shawn Douglas
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Lethbridge, AB. They have two children: Dawne Marie
Withers born Apr. 19, 1957 in Edmonton, AB and David
Brian Stone Withers born Sept. 4, 1959 in New Westminster,
BC. Dawne married Stefan Theodore Proniuk Mar. 5, 1983
in Toronto, ON, and are now separated. They have two
children: Darryl Travis Stefan Proniuk born Feb. 22, 1986
in Mississauga, ON and Julianne Marie Proniuk born Mar.
31, 1989 in Brampton, ON. David had a common-law
wife, Leslie Anne Howarth. They have one daughter Emma
Sarah Howarth-Withers born Mar. 14, 1985 in Guelph,
ON.
Wayne married Caroline Denice Anderson June 18,
1966 in Edmonton; AB. Carol was born Aug. 16, 1943
and died Dec.11, 2001 in Burnaby, BC. They have one son
Grant Thomas Wayne Withers born June 29, 1966. Grant
married Michelle Leslie July 19, 1990 in New Westminster,
BC. Michelle was born July 6, 1971. They adopted Renee
Amanda Withers, born Feb. 24, 2002.
vii. Doris married Olmer Pierson in 1974 in Neepawa,
MB. They lived in the Pilgrim home on Mountain Avenue.
Olmer was born Mar. 4, 1904 and died Feb. 22, 1984 in
Neepawa, MB.

Bill married Joan. They live in Calgary, AB. Their
children are: Barbara, Cathy, Susan and Judy.
v. Fred married Doris Lillian (Lil) West June 26, 1929
in Regina, SK. Lil was born Apr. 2, 1905 in Birmingham,
England and emigrated to Canada in 1907 settling
in Regina, SK. Lil and Fred shared 56 years of happy
marriage. Lil died Oct. 20, 1993 in Brandon. They have
four children: Frederick Raymond born Aug. 11, 1931 in
Winnipeg, MB, Katherine Irene born June 26, 1935 and
died Sept. 18, 1991 age 56 in Vancouver, BC, Thomas
Lloyd born Jan. 15, 1947 in Winnipeg and Donna born
May 17, 1942.
Ray married Hope Graham, who was born Feb. 10,
1935 in Binscarth, MB. They live in Surrey, BC. They have
two sons: Melvin (Mel) Frederick born Aug. 7, 1962 in
Winnipeg and Raymond Scott born Feb. 10, 1964. Melvin
married Sherry Kenyon June 2, 1984. Sherry was born
May 2, 1956 in Winnipeg. They have a daughter: Vanessa
Dawn born June 7, 1990.
Thomas married Arlene Patricia Misanchuk Nov. 30,
1968 in Sandy Lake. Arlene was born Feb. 29, 1948. Their
two children are: Monica and Mark. Monica married Chad
Baker Nov. 2, 2001 in Whistler, BC. Mark married Miyuki
Asai from Osaka, Japan on July 20, 2002. They have one
daughter: Kailie born Apr. 30, 2004.
Donna married Marshall Raflant. They lived in
Stonewall, MB. Their children are: Bradley James
Marshall born October, 1965 and Daniel Marshall born
June, 1968.
vi. Ella married George Frank Stone Withers Feb.
14, 1924 in Neepawa, MB. George was born Jan 19,
1898 in Grays, Essex, England and died Oct. 26, 1969
in Vancouver, BC. They have two sons born in Regina,
SK: Brian George Stone Withers born Nov. 28, 1931 and
Wayne Thomas Aubrey Withers born Dec. 13, 1938.

PITTMAN FAMILY
Submitted by Cecil Pittman

Violet Pittman
Violet Caroline, the youngest daughter of John and
Jennie Meakin was born Nov. 24, 1912 at Rama, SK. She
married Lorne Stanley Pittman at Birnie, MB on May 22,
1937. While residing in Birnie, they were blessed with the
arrival of two sons: William Lorne, born Dec. 5, 1937 and
Cecil Allan, born May 27, 1939. Both boys were born in the
Neepawa and District Memorial Hospital. The family later
moved to Minnedosa, where a daughter, Betty Caroline

Pilgrim House, Sept. 1993
Brian married Phyllis Marie Nielsen May 19, 1956
in Edmonton, AB. Phyllis was born June 17, 1933 in
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took place in the Neepawa United Church. They resided
in Victoria, BC where Lorne was stationed with the Royal
Canadian Navy. Carolyn was employed at the Bank of
Montreal. Lorne and Carolyn have three children: Geoffrey
Dale, born Aug. 16, 1959, Kelly Lorne, born May 23, 1963
and Candace Anne, born Nov. 1, 1964. After the children
were older, Carolyn began her employment with Eaton’s
Department Store, a position she held for ten years. Lorne
took an interest in the military early in his life, first joining
the Number 9 Neepawa Air Cadet Squadron and then the
12th Manitoba Dragoons Reserve Army. Following his
education, he joined the Royal Canadian Navy. He was
posted to Cornwallis, NS for his basic training. With the
exception of short postings in Toronto for three years and
Halifax for one year, the family spent Lorne’s military
career in Victoria. He visited many ports of call including Hawaii, Japan and Singapore. Lorne was trained as
a Stoker, Hull Mechanic and Clearance Diver. He ended
his career in 1986, retiring with the rank of Chief Petty
Officer Second Class ~ Clearance Diver. Lorne joined
the Ancient Free and Accepted Masons Brittania Lodge #
73, Victoria in 1976. He served as Worshipful Master in
1983. He obtained the following steps: 14 Degree Lodge
of Perfection, 18 Degree Rose Croix and 32 Degree in
Scottish Rite Vancouver Island Consistory. Lorne joined
GIZEH Shriner’s in 1984 becoming a Shrine clown the
same year. He is a past president and poppy chairman of
Branch 189 Royal Canadian Legion, Oyama, BC. He was
presented with his life membership in 2007. Lorne and
Carolyn moved to Oyama, BC following their retirement
in 1987. They later, moved to Kelowna where they presently reside.
Their son Dale and his wife Rose live in Victoria. They
have two children: a son Dylan Kyle and a daughter Kelsey
Dawn. Dale is a journeyman electrician in Victoria. Rose
operates her own cleaning service.
Their second son Kelly, a Petty Officer First Class
with the Royal Canadian Navy is currently serving as
a Platoon Commander in Canadian Forces Base in St.
Jean sur Richelieu, QC, the Canadian Armed Forces basic
training school. His wife Sherri is a Licensed Practical
Nurse.
Their daughter Candace, married Rory Rogers on Aug.
17, 1985 at Spruce Grove, AB. They presently reside in
Kelowna, BC. Candace is employed as a care aide at the
David Lloyd Jones Home in Kelowna. Rory is a senior
production team leader at the EKATI Diamond Mine in the
North West Territories. They have two children; a daughter Lauren Marie was born Sept. 20, 1986. She married
Kaiden Veach in Oyama, BC on Sept. 16, 2006. Candace
and Rory’s second child, a son Darren Michael, was born
May 20, 1990.

Georgia was born Jan. 8, 1941. Lorne began his education
there. Violet was employed in Leon Asper’s Lyric Theatre
while living in Minnedosa. Following a marriage separation, Violet and her family returned to Birnie.
Cecil commenced his education there in the fall of
1944. In the summer of 1947, the family moved back to
Neepawa where Violet was employed in several domestic
jobs including Asper’s Roxy Theatre. Violet resided in
Osborne Home for three years prior to moving to East
View Lodge in 1983. During her early residence, many
people thought she was an employee. She became the
resident postal clerk, delivering mail to all the residents.
She shared her talents and willingness to work throughout the building, folding laundry, helping in the kitchen,
wheeling residents to their tables and assisting in any way
she could. Violet used her crocheting skills and made over
1000 booties for the walkers and chair legs. On many
occasions, she encouraged staff members to bring her their
husband’s socks so she could darn the holes. Violet worked
very hard during her life and never complained regardless
of the harsh circumstances confronting her. She raised
three children on her own and faced each challenge with a
positive attitude and lived by her motto ~ Work hard; have
fun doing your work. During her many outings, she loved
to pause to enjoy the flowers and the changing seasons.
Commenting many times “God did a good job to-day.”
Violet passed away in East View Lodge Nov. 21, 2005,
three days before she was to celebrate her 93rd birthday.

Lorne Pittman Family
Back Row: Dale, Rory Rogers, and Kelly
Middle Row: Rose, Candace Rogers, Kelsey, Sherrie,
Carolyn and Lorne
Front Row: Dylan, Kaiden and Lauren Veach and
Darren
Lorne married Carolyn Anne Lukin, eldest daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Geoff Lukin on Nov. 29, 1958. The marriage
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In 1960, he helped spearhead the re-organization of the
local Intermediate Hockey Club and in 1963 with the help
of Bob and Yvonne Allen renamed the club the “Natives”.
Besides playing goal, he also managed the finances. During
his hockey career, he played on one provincial (1967) and
seven league championship teams. Cecil was the recipient of six goaltending champion trophies and one “Most
Valuable” player trophy. He was chosen on several “All
– Star” teams. On his retirement from the “Natives” in
1975, he was presented with a large painting of himself
playing goal. Judy Holmes was the artist. Cecil continued
playing “Old-timer” hockey for a few years. In 1980, his
team captured the Prairie Cup trophy and gold medal the
first year it was held in Winnipeg. They also won a bronze
medal at Regina and silver at Edmonton. The team also
participated at Ottawa and Saskatoon. Cecil is a member of
the Neepawa Lions Club, joining in 1969. He also served
on the Yellowhead Centre board during the early stages of
construction serving as the first rink chairman when the
arena opened in 1972 and as president in 1976.
Retirement in 1999, has started a full time job for
Cecil. He is presently writing the Neepawa Press’s
“Looking Backwards” column and has become a resource
for many family history seekers. His collection includes
photos of people, homes, businesses, railway disasters,
sports, parades, etc. His main album projects have been
the 1942-44 history of the Neepawa’s Elementary Flying
Training School. Photos from this were used in a 1999
Skywest video documentary “Garden of Memories”~
British Commonwealth Air training Plan. Photos and
history from the Neepawa and Eden connection to the
“Titanic” disaster album he compiled were used when
Cecil was interviewed by newsman Reg Sherren and
appeared on the CBC National News during the time of
the blockbuster movie “Titanic”. During his first of four
Royal Winnipeg Rifles tours to France in 1984, he discovered his two uncles George and Frank Meakin, members
of the Royal Winnipeg Rifles had not been murdered by
the German SS at the Abbaye D’ Ardenne, headquarters
of SS Brigadier General Kurt Meyers. The walled flower
garden within the Abbaye grounds contained the names of
the twenty-two eastern regiment soldiers murdered there
and did not list his uncles’ names as had been suggested. A
research trip to Ottawa and the national achives confirmed
this. He acquired a copy of the Court of Inquiry that took
place July 11 to 16, 1944 re the shooting of prisoners of
war by German armed forces at the Chateau D’Audrieu,
Normandy June 8, 1944. The officer in charge was SS
Lieutenant Colonel Wilhelm Mohnke. Cecil has amassed
several World War II military photo and information albums
from his research. This material helped his French friends
locate the buildings where the prisoners were held and the
field and Chateau were they had been shot. These locations
were visited in 1989 after the unveiling of a monument in

Cecil Pittman
Cecil married Elizabeth Maureen Montgomery, eldest
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Montgomery, on Aug.
10, 1963. The wedding ceremony was performed in the
Knox Presbyterian Church in Neepawa. He was a member
of the Number 9 Neepawa Air Cadet Squadron during his
final years of school. Cecil was the recipient of a flying
scholarship in his last year with the squadron. His mother
pinned his “Pilot Wings” on during the ceremony in 1957.
Following his schooling, Cecil moved to Winnipeg where
he was employed as an order operator with the Cargill
Grain Company located in the Grain Exchange Building.
He retuned to Neepawa in 1958 and worked at Fenwick’s
Department Store for a short period of time before moving
to Angus A. McDougall Ltd. where he held the position
as parts manager for twelve years. His next employment
was the management of the Cornucopia dining room in
the Vivian Motor Hotel for three and one-half years. Cecil
joined the Manitoba Liquor Control Commission staff July
12, 1974. He worked as a store clerk II in the Neepawa
Liquor Mart. Cecil was promoted to manager Jan. 29,
1990, a position he held until he retired with twenty-five
years service July 31, 1999.
Cecil was always very active in sports, winning several
ribbons in elementary and high school track and field
events. In 1957, his last year in high school he captured
the individual championship medal winning four first place
ribbons. He set three new records out of the four events he
participated in this North Central Track and Field Meet.
In two consecutive years, he competed in a total of four
events at the provincial meets in Winnipeg winning one
first, a second and two third crests. Cecil played centre field
with the Neepawa Farmers in the Neepawa and District
Baseball League and in later years, helped manage the
club. In several seasons, he was chosen on the all-star
team and played in the “Crippled Children Charity Ball
Games”. Hockey was a major part of his sports activities.
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the little village of Audrieu dedicated to the memory of
the soldiers of the Royal Winnipeg Rifles and supporting
regiments that had been murdered. The albums have been
a major source of information and have been used on the
History Channel’s “Turning Points of History” production
“D-Day on Juno Beach” and Cliff Chadderton’s War Amps
production of war atrocities “Take No Prisoners.” The
Toronto Globe and Mail interviewed Cecil for a response
to book review on Howard Mongolian’s story “Conduct
Unbecoming” that dealt with these war atrocities and the
lack of military trials dealing with the subject. CBC’s news
reporter Reg Sherren immediately interviewed Cecil for
the CBC National News following the newspaper story.
Several photos from his collection have appeared in three
books in France published by Georges Bernage’s Heimdal
editions, Jean E. Portugal’s books “We Were There” and
more recently in 2004, Author and Broadcaster Ted Barris’s
book “Juno ~ Canadians at D-Day June 6, 1944”. In 2004,
Richard Foot, reporter from CanWest National Post in
Halifax, contacted Cecil and used his information in their
60th anniversary D-Day newspaper stories in cities from
coast to coast in Canada. John S. Brehaut from National
and International Memorials Canada Remembers Division,
Veterans Affairs Canada in Charlottetown, PEI requested
that Cecil send his album collection to them for recording on their web site. He was mailed the recording “The
Boys of Neepawa” for his contribution. Cecil submitted
104 stories for Manitoba’s War Dead Commemorated
in Geography Book, “ A Place of Honour”. On June 6,
2003, Cecil and his friend Joan Enns attended the opening ceremonies of the “Juno Beach Memorial” located on
the June 6, 1944 World War II Canadian invasion beaches
located in France.
Cecil was the local “Historian” for the “Neepawa
Association” made up of former British Commonwealth
Airmen who trained at No: 35 EFTS (RAF) and No: 26
EFTS (RCAF) Neepawa during 1942 to 1944. The association formed in December, 1992 and continued until 2002
when the executive decided because of aging membership
to discontinue. It was decided to leave a lasting memorial to the seven airmen who lost their lives here; six are
interned in Riverside Cemetery, Neepawa, the seventh
member in Edmonton. It was suggested by Cecil to have
the proposed granite bench erected in front of the County
Court House. Cecil organized the unveiling and dedication performed Saturday, Sept. 8, 2001. Three days later,
the towers in New York were destroyed, causing several
delays on the return to England for the five Royal Air Force
personnel who had attended the ceremony.
Cecil received the Manitoba Heritage Federation Inc.
“Heritage Now” special recognition award Sept. 18, 1999
and the Beautiful Plains Credit Union “Citizen of the Year”
for the Town of Neepawa Feb. 16, 2002.

Maureen Pittman
Maureen moved to Winnipeg after high school in 1957.
She was employed with Beatty Brothers Wholesale. She
returned to Neepawa in 1958 and commenced employment as a stenographer with the Neepawa Health Unit at
the Minnedosa office. In 1960, she returned to Neepawa
and joined the staff at the Neepawa Land Titles where she
was employed as a stenographer and later became a title
writer. Her final position was a Land Titles Clerk 3 for
the Department of the Attorney General. She received her
“25 year award” in recognition of 25 Years of “Loyal and
Devoted Service” with the Province of Manitoba and was
presented with a plaque by the Honorable Roland Penner,
Attorney General at a presentation held July 10, 1983.
Maureen worked at the Land Titles for thirty-three years
until her untimely death. She passed away Nov. 12, 1993
after battling breast cancer. Maureen was a very conscientious employee and believed in perfection. On several
occasions the district registrars mentioned to her husband
Cecil how they were impressed with Maureen’s work
ethics. Maureen took a keen interest in the Yellowhead
Centre, and held the secretary’s position of the Yellowhead
Centre Ladies Auxiliary for several years. She was also a
member of the Neepawa Lionel’s Club.

Betty Wareham
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Betty, the youngest of the three Pittman children was
born at Minnedosa on Jan. 8, 1941.
She commenced her education in Neepawa in the
fall of 1947. Following her education, she worked in the
Brandon Bus Depot restaurant, returning to Neepawa a
year later. She married Mervin Wareham, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Frank Wareham June 28, 1958. Mervin was employed
at the Neepawa Salt Works. Betty passed away from lung
cancer Oct. 21, 1966. The family moved to Moose Jaw, SK
in 1969 when Mervin was transferred with the Neepawa
Salt Works located at Belle Plaine.

Fraser Wareham
Mervin Fraser their second child was born on May 1,
1961. Fraser married Judy Wagner Aug. 6, 1988. He started
his career in the printing trade in 1986 and is currently a
press room foreman with Transcontinental News Media
in Moose Jaw. His wife Judy is retired.

Maureen Wareham
They were blessed with three children: Maureen
Caroline born on May 14, 1959. Following her high school
education in Moose Jaw, Maureen attended The University
of Regina, graduating as a school teacher on May 26,
1994.

Roxanna Gadd
Front: Jennifer and Kevin
Roxanna Marie, their third child was born on Dec.
18, 1963. Roxanna married Brent Gadd on Apr. 19, 1983.
Brent passed away Nov. 27, 1992. They were blessed
with two children: Jennifer Nicole Georgia, born Sept. 28,
1986. She is studying music education at the University of
Lethbridge. Their son Kevin Scott Wareham was born on
Aug. 20, 1987. He is involved with management at Burger
King. Roxanna married Fern Fry on Mar. 1, 2002. She is
an education assistant with Prairie South School Division
210 at Moose Jaw. Fern is a massage therapist operating
his own business.

Natosha and Jeff Harder
Her daughter Natosha Leigh was born Jan. 31, 1980.
Natosha married Jeff Harder Sept. 26, 2003. She is presently Assistant Manager at Shoppers Drug Mart in Calgary.
Her husband Jeff is a Direction Driller for Newsco.
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PLETT, KENNETH MARTIN

their children and Mary Stewart lived in a bigger house
next door. One day, it was decided that they would switch
houses, as Mary didn’t need the bigger place and the
McCamis’ certainly did!
This little place would become home to our little
family and we have many wonderful memories of living
and working in the area. I began working with my brothers, John and Gilbert, in their construction business until
we bought the farmstead from our parents and I helped
out there. Eventually, I took a telecommunications course
at the Assiniboine Community College in Brandon that
eventually would lead to employment with the Manitoba
Telephone Company. This opportunity opened up when I
supervised the Arden School Grade 9 students to a career
symposium, in Brandon! Susan would begin working at
the Riverside Hutterite Colony (when Desi began kindergarten) and eventually work at the Arden School as secretary/teacher’s assistant until its closure in 2001. She then
worked at Hazel M. Kellington School in Neepawa until
the telephone company moved us to Winnipeg in 2003. I
retired March, 2007 and have plans to return back to our
little house on the gravel ridge in Arden.

Submitted by Sue and Ken Plett
Our family moved from Willow Ridge, MB to Arden
(RM of Lansdowne) when my twin brother, Dennis and
I were just 16 years old. We settled on the Bert Zerkie
farmstead. Granaries had to serve as sleeping quarters
for my brothers and I (there were 8 of us boys) until a
bigger house could be built. I attended Arden High School
and our family soon became involved in the local sports,
especially hockey!
After my Grade 11 year, however, I left the area to
work. Eventually, I trained for missionary service with
New Tribes Mission and that’s where I met my wife, Susan
Kay Reed, from Battle Creek, Michigan. We were married
on Aug. 8, 1970. In the fall of 1971, we settled at the
George Lloyd farm while preparations were made to work
overseas. By the end of 1972, we flew to Indonesia. There,
we worked with New Tribes Mission on the islands of
Kalimantan (Borneo) and Sulawesi (The Celebes). Jason
was born in Surabaya, Indonesia on July 4, 1974 and we
adopted our Indonesian daughter, Desi Joy in 1978, when
she was almost a year old. In 1979, my parents, Peter and
Elizabeth Plett, came to Indonesia for a visit. What fun we
had introducing them to life in the tropics!

Jason Plett, Arden 2004
Jason graduated from Arden School in 1989 and
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute in 1992. His fondest
memories are participating in Mr. Bailey’s major productions. Mr. Harley told us he would always be shivering
during the soccer games and wasn’t surprised when he
decided to move to a warmer climate! He met Stephanie
Burke of Tennessee and they married on Oct. 10, 1998.
Jason is a certified public accountant with a developing
firm in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. He lives with his family
in Boynton Beach, Florida. They have two children: Grace
(Feb. 14, 2001) and Arden (named after Jason’s roots)
(June 11, 2004).

Ken and Sue with grandchildren Carter McKinnon,
Grace and Arden Plett, July, 2007
It was in July of 1982, that we moved permanently
to Arden. We carried in several suitcases all our earthly
belongings. When we bought the Mary Stewart home for
just $6,000 (pending a $3,000 first time home owners
grant), we knew it was God’s provision for us! This little
house had been home for Hugh and Mabel McCamis and
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Standing L to R: Sue, Ken, Stefanie
Sitting L to R: Desi, Dale, Jason

Jason and Arden Plett, July 2007
Desi married a local resident, Dale McKinnon, of
Arden on Dec. 27, 1997. Desi was in the last Grade 9
class of the Arden School in 1995 and continued on to
high school in Caronport, SK and NACI. Dale is the owner
and operator of McKinnon Trucking in Arden. They have
a son, Carter, born on July 28, 2006. Desi and Dale are
both avid curlers and look forward to raising their family
in the quiet rural community.

POETTCKER, ROBERT and MONICA
Submitted by Robert and Monica
Robert and Monica Poettcker moved to Neepawa in
August, 2000. Dr. Poettcker began practicing family medicine at the Mountain Medical Clinic. In February of 2003,
the Poettckers purchased a home 7 miles east of Neepawa
(Section 23-14-14). Sidney Poettcker was born in March of
2004 and her sister Danica followed in December, 2006.

POLLOCK, GEORGE DUNCAN and JEAN
Submitted by Joanne Pollock
George, son of William Jr. and Violet (McLaren),
married Jean Mitchell on Mar. 25, 1943. They spent their
married life working on the farm they started on the NE
29-14-14, RM of Langford. Three children were born to
this union: James, 1944, Lorraine, 1945, Marion (Marnie)
1950.
George passed away in 1992 and Jean in 2005. George
and Jean took many trips and bus tours in their later years,
but for George, farming was his labour of love and he
worked with his son Jim, until his passing. Jean enjoyed
spoiling her grandchildren, her Neepawa Hospital Aide,
and the Inkerman United Church Womens’ Group. After
George died, Jean remained in her farm home for another
nine years. As her health began to deteriorate, she moved
to Kinsmen Kourts in Neepawa. With the assistance of
home care aides, she was able to remain there until 2004.
Jean moved to East View Lodge, the same facility she had
worked in as a nurse’s aide many years previously.

Ken and Sue with Jason and Desi, 1979
By living in Winnipeg for the last three years we have
experienced the conveniences of city life, but look forward
to returning home to Arden. We have learned that nothing
can compare with the warmth and friendliness of enjoying
life in rural Manitoba.
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POLLOCK, GORDON

Don and Maureen Pollock, resided on NW ¼ 16-14-14,
and farmed until 1990 when Don made the decision to work
full time as manager of Northstar Seed Ltd. and the farm
was rented. The original quarter section, SW ¼ 33-14-14,
purchased by W.G. Pollock was rented to Jim Pollock and
sold to Jim’s son Mark in 2005. Don and Maureen divorced
in 1996, with Don living on the farm until 2000, when
he sold NW ¼ 16-14-14 to Tanis and Morgan Birnie and
moved to Neepawa. Don married Diane Alguire in 2001 and
they currently reside in Neepawa. Don’s son Steven passed
away in 1993 shortly after graduation from high school
in Neepawa. Daughter Shandel completed her Education
Degree at Brandon University in 2000 and is teaching
school in McGregor, MB. She married Keith Chartrand
in 2003 and they live in Southport, MB. The youngest
child, Ashley, graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute in 2000 and decided to travel and work before
further education. She spent 10 months, July 2000-April
2001, on a farm in New Zealand through the International
Agriculture Exchange. After returning to Canada, working
and more travel she completed her Early Childhood Course
at Red River College, Winnipeg, in 2004 and moved back
to New Zealand. Ashley and Stuart Holmes of Hamilton,
New Zealand were married in 2006 and currently reside
in Hamilton, New Zealand.

This is a continuation of the Dave Pollock and Gordon
Pollock histories in the Langford History Book - 1891-1991.
Gordon and Audrey Pollock moved to Abbotsford, BC in
1990 due to Audrey’s health problems as the Manitoba
winters had become difficult. Audrey passed away in
1991. Gordon continued to live in Abbotsford and married
Dorothy Koski, a sister of Jean Pollock, in 1992. They
enjoyed 10 years of activities in the Seniors’ Complex
where they lived, as well as traveled to many areas of the
world before Gordon’s health limited their movement.
Gordon passed away in 2003 while Dorothy continues to
reside in Abbotsford.
Raymond, Gordon and Audrey’s oldest son resides
in Ottawa, Earl lives in Richmond, BC and Lorne, the
youngest lives in Kamloops, BC. The six grandchildren
live in British Columbia with four in Vancouver area, one
in Kamloops and one in Vernon.

POLLOCK, HERBERT and EVELYN
Submitted by Don Pollock
This is a continuation of the histories recorded in
the Neepawa History Book 1883-1983 and the Langford
History Book 1891-1991. Herb and Evelyn resided on the
SW ¼ 33-14-14, originally purchased by W.G. Pollock
in 1890, until 1995 when they moved to Neepawa. They
enjoyed travelling and visited every province of Canada,
except Newfoundland, after retirement in 1974. These
travels included over ten winter holidays to Vancouver
to escape the Manitoba winters. Herb was still actively
helping Don with the farm until 1990, when the farm was
rented. Evelyn continued to enjoy her flower and vegetable
garden until the move to town. Herb passed away in 1996
and Evelyn lived in the house on 4th Avenue until 2000.
Due to failing health, Evelyn moved to East view Lodge
in 2000 and passed away in 2005.
Robert and Lois Pollock lived in Ottawa until 1998,
when Robert retired from Atomic Energy of Canada. He
decided he wasn’t ready for retirement and they moved to
Saskatoon where he is currently employed in the Uranium
Mining Industry. Their son Ian, along with his son Zachary,
live in Saskatoon, and has made a career change and
graduates from the University of Saskatchewan with an
Education Degree this year. Daughter Andrea and husband
Dave,with their children, Connor and Lauren, live in White
Rock, BC. Dave works for Air Canada in Vancouver while
Andrea is a medical doctor. Amanda, the youngest child of
Robert and Lois, lives with her husband Dave in Aurora,
ON. Dave is a Computer Engineer while Amanda, who has
similar training, is currently a stay-at-home mother raising
their two young daughters, Jessica and Rachel.

POLLOCK, JAMES and JOANNE
Submitted by Joanne Pollock
Jim and his wife Joanne, farmed with George and
Jean until George’s death in 1992. Jim continues to have
a mixed operation, raising cattle and crops. Over the
years, Jim’s activities have included: the Neepawa Area
Development Corp., Wheat Belt Community Futures,
and Agriculture Crown Lands Policy board. He and
his cousin, Don Pollock, started Northstar Seeds Ltd in
1982. The business was first run from Don’s farm home.
There is now an ever growing site on Highway No.16
east, with many employees. Jim has continued to be a
local retail dealer for Northstar. Joanne has worked for
Glen Cummings (Member of Legislative Assembly for
Ste. Rose Constituency) since 1988. She maintained the
office in Neepawa. Jim and Joanne have two sons: Justin
(born 1974) and Mark (born 1977).
Justin graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute. He then completed a two year diploma in
Conservation and Reclamation at Lakeland College in
Vermillion, AB. Since 1998, Justin has been employed
as a sales representative for Countryside Equipment in
Neepawa. He married Charity Garrioch of Moose Jaw
in 1996 and they have two children: Samantha was born
in 1998 and Sage in 2000. Justin and Charity have since
separated but both maintain homes in Neepawa. Sami and
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Sage are attending Hazel M. Kellington School and are
involved with many activities. Justin enjoys golfing, fishing and walking daily.
Mark graduated from NACI and attended University of
Manitoba taking the two year Agriculture diploma course.
He returned to farm with his father. They have been expanding their land base and cattle herd. In 2007, Mark increased
his own land base by purchasing seven quarters. He married
Jackie Kerkowich in 2004. Jackie is employed as a pharmacist with Harris Pharmacy. Their son Brody was born in
November, 2006. Mark and Jackie both enjoy golfing. Mark
also plays basketball and Jackie plays soccer.

POOLE, WILLIAM HENRY (HARRY)

The Family Home

Submitted by Betty Bold

Robert Morley Poole, born May 13, 1909, died Oct.22,
1971, married Gladys Eileen Stewart. They adopted a son
Bruce.
Esther Laura, born Jan 7, 1911, died Nov. 12, 1971,
married John Frederick (Fred) Wicks. They raised three
children – Noreen Ferne, Betty Ann and Beverly Arlene.
Betty’s grandparent’s house is still standing.

Harry Poole was born Mar. 18, 1867 in Stittsville, ON,
second son of John Fennel Poole and Rebecca (Argue)
Poole. His parents were early settlers in the area and
both are buried in the Rosedale Cemetery, just north of
Neepawa. Harry received his education at Neepawa and
Gladstone Schools. He was employed by the Canadian
National Railways in Neepawa, retiring in 1922. Harry’s
feet were frozen so many times that gangrene set in and
eventually had both legs amputated.
Margaret Ellen (Ellie) Poole was born May 5, 1870
at Milverton, ON to parents Moses Poole and Mary
(Montgomery) Poole. Her parents were also early settlers
in the area arriving in 1878, and both are buried in Riverside
Cemetery, Neepawa.
Harry Poole and Ellie Poole (no relation) were married
Apr. 28, 1897 in Acton, MB. In Neepawa, they lived at
178 2nd Avenue and the residence is still there. Ellie died
May 13, 1946 and Harry Dec. 13, 1948. Both are buried
in Riverside Cemetery at Neepawa. They raised a family
of seven children:
Melvin Henry, born Nov. 17, 1898, died Oct. 18, 1964,
married Hazel Ellen Black. They raised two children –
Bernard Melvin and Aubrey Hazelton.
Christine Rebecca (Tena), born Mar. 13, 1900, died
Feb. 17, 1955, married Lorne Guy. They raised five children – William John Youell, Doreen Gladys, Margaret
Velbine, Myrnetha Irene and Lorena Maxine.
Gladys May, born Dec. 19, 1902, died June 23, 1981,
and never married. She became a nurse and a Brigadier
in the Salvation Army.
John Fennel, born Feb. 15, 1905, died Nov. 17, 1958,
married Jemima Elves and they raised two children –
Maurice Fennel and Cleora Eileen. After the death of
Jemima, he remarried in 1934 to Esther Leach.
Earl Robertson, born Apr. 14, 1907, died Aug. 5, 1977,
married Faith Blanch Brown and raised two children –
Murray Robertson and Calvin Fraser.

POPKES, DOUG and JOAN
Submitted by Joan Popkes
We moved to our farm in the Keyes district, NE
2-15-13 (RM of Lansdowne) in the fall of 1962, with our
daughters, Wendy and Debra. Two other daughters were
born, Kim in 1962 and Linda in 1964.
Keyes was a hamlet in those days, with a store, church,
school, hall and community group. Keyes was the hub of
our life until our children started school in Arden.
We started with Holstein cows and chickens, selling
cream and eggs. This changed to beef cattle and pigs. In
1970, we built a new pig barn and tried other crops, such
as corn for silage. Eventually, the pig barn turned into a
garage and work shop.
Doug became a councilor for Ward 2 in 1995 and is
still in office. Joan was the director of the Nursery School
in Neepawa for 26 years. Our daughters all went on for
further education. Wendy lives in Winnipeg and works for
Manitoba Housing. Deb and her husband Walter Melosky
have just built a new home at St. Malo. Deb is a computer
programmer. Kim lives in Winnipeg and works in the
accounting department of Domo Gas. Linda married Vern
Murkin and teaches in Winnipegosis. They have two sons,
Kole (1992) and Keith (1997).
We have always been very involved in the community:
4-H, Recreation Commission, United Church and United
Church Women, Ladies Auxiliary, Heritage and Budz ’n
Bloom Day Care.
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For years we bowled in Plumas for entertainment, and
then changed to curling.
We now rent our land to Gowan’s. We have a large
yard, flower gardens and fruit trees, and are enjoying rural
life.

POTTER, GEORGE and ANN
Submitted by Mrs. Melvin Potter (pre 1983),
LeAnne Harding and Florence Whitmore (post 1983)
George Potter’s grandfather, Joseph emigrated from
England in 1843 and settled in Ontario. He came west with
his wife, Ann, his youngest son Seth along with Seth’s wife
Elizabeth (Jackson), to homestead on NE 6-16-15 in the
Springhill-Acton district in 1877. Two of Joseph’s sons,
Eli and Jonah, had arrived in the area a year earlier with
their families. George’s father, Seth, lived on the family
farm with his family, until 1902 when they moved to a
farm north of Neepawa. They had ten children, three boys
and seven girls: Gerald, Hilda (Stewart), Lou (Beldon),
George, Mina (Cameron), Ena (Mitchell), Lyon, Madge,
Clara (Stacey), and Evelyn (McClelland). Seth and his
wife retired to Vancouver in 1904.

George Potter family circa 1929
Wilbert was born Mar. 5, 1909. He worked for C. T.
Pedlar of Neepawa until 1929 when he moved to Saskatoon,
SK. Two years later, he married Fannie Phipps. They have
two children, Donald and Lois. They lived for a time in
Calgary, AB and then retired to Summerland, BC. Their son
Don and his wife, Anne, live in Omak, Washington. Don
has three children, Anita, Georgina and Brent. Wilbert’s
daughter Lois, married Pat Rae and lives in Medicine Hat,
AB. They have two daughters, Katherine and Patti. Wilbert
passed away in 1992 and Fannie in 2003.
Alex was born exactly three years later on Mar. 5,
1912. He stayed at home to help his mother run the farm.
He married Evelyn Baker in 1936. Alex supplemented his
farm income as a carpenter. Many of the buildings in the
Neepawa area were built by his hand. Alex later, worked
for Wm. Whitmore Ltd, Edson Industries, and GMW Ltd,
until his retirement. Alex and Evelyn have four children:
Florence, Murray, Ronald and Clifford. Alex and Evelyn
moved to Winnipeg in 2000, and celebrated their 69th
wedding anniversary on Sept. 1, 2005. Alex passed away
Dec. 14, 2005 and is buried in the Riverside Cemetery in
Neepawa. Evelyn continues to live in Winnipeg.
Their daughter, Florence, married Donald Whitmore
in the Neepawa United Church on Aug. 20, 1960. They
have resided in Winnipeg since 1969. They have one son
and three daughters: David, Nancy, Elizabeth (Beth) and
Donna. All four attended the University of Manitoba
followed by studies at other universities. David is an engineer with a Masters in Business degree. Nancy is a medical doctor specializing in obstetrics and gynecology and
also has a Masters in Business Administration. Beth has
a Ph.D in molecular genetics and is a clinical laboratory
scientist. Donna is an ear, nose and throat medical doctor
specializing in head and neck surgery.
David married Wendy Keown in 1986. They reside in
Winnipeg with daughters, Ellen, Kelly and Sarah. Nancy
married Brian Hasegawa in 1989. They have three daughters: Lauren, Lindsay and Megan and live in Stratford,

Potter family home: Springhill circa 1930
George, the fourth oldest, took up farming in Springhill
on NW 1-16-16. He married Mary McRae in 1905. Three
sons, Melvin, Wilbert, and Alex, were born on that farm. In
1916, they moved to Mountain View where sons, Weldon
and Donald, were born. Twelve years later, they returned to
Springhill and settled on SE 35-15-16. The five boys were
all educated at the Springhill and Mountain View Schools.
The family was active in church, school and community
affairs. George died in 1931, and Mary remained on the
farm until her death in 1940. They are buried in Riverside
Cemetery in Neepawa.
Melvin, the oldest son, was born Nov. 8, 1907, and,
except for the first few years of his adult life, he spent his
entire life in the Springhill, Mountain View and Neepawa
area. (See Melvin Potter history by Nadine Kulbacki, his
granddaughter.)
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20, 1997. They are both buried in the Riverside Cemetery
in Neepawa.
Donald, the youngest son, was born Oct. 3, 1927.
He was only four years old when his father passed away
and thirteen when his mother died. Don remained on the
family farm with his brother, Melvin and family, after
his mother died. Don moved to Winnipeg in 1947 and
married Velma Salmon in 1950. They have three daughters: Donalda Rae, Terri Lynn and Rhonda. Don worked
for Winnipeg Transit until his retirement. They now reside
in a senior’s apartment in St. Vital. Donalda Rae lives
in Minneapolis, Minnesota and has two sons, Adam and
Timothy Boentgen. Terri Lynn lives in St. Norbert with
husband Chris Hooper. She has two sons, Michael and
Matthew Johnson. Rhonda is married to Paul Remple and
lives in Morden.

ON. Beth married Robert Spriggs in 1989. They live in
Winnipeg with son Byron and daughters, Ashleigh and
Claire. Donna married Eric Sutherland in 1994. They
reside in Winnipeg with daughters, Katherine, Andrea,
Erin and Erica.
Murray married Marjorie Mitchell in 1964 and has
two children, Patricia and Murray Jr. Murray worked for
Borger Construction Ltd. for three decades in many positions; surveyor, superintendent, estimator, and equipment
manager until retirement in 1993. Patricia, an accomplished
artist, married Jamie MacLean in 1999. They reside in
North Port, Florida with their children, Kerry, Brendan and
Tara. Murray Jr., a medical biochemist, married Jennifer
Pringle in 1995. They live in Ancaster, ON with their
children, Benjamin and Tess. Murray and Marj enjoyed
country living in East Selkirk and the warm winters in
Weslaco, Texas for several years. Murray and Marj now
divide their time between their condo in Leamington, ON
and their mobile home in North Port, Florida.
Ron joined the Air Force in 1964. He was stationed
to various bases including Germany, Edmonton and Cold
Lake. His last posting was to Southport, at Portage la
Prairie. He is now retired and enjoys his home and garden
in Poplar Point, MB.
Cliff married Elaine Berglund in 1968. They lived
in Thompson, MB and later, moved to Rocanville, SK
where they still reside. Cliff is the Technical Services
Supervisor at PCS Rocanville potash mine. They have
two sons, Elliot and Justin. Elliot, is a computer games
programmer, married Jackie Tham in 2005 and lives in
Vancouver BC. Justin, a computer animator, married Kaori
Sadamasa in 2007, and resides in Singapore.
Weldon, the fourth son of George and Mary, was born
Nov. 21, 1919, at home. He married Helen Ellis on Mar.
15, 1941. After serving five years in the Air Force, Weldon
returned to the family farm in 1946. He was a member
of the Springhill Baseball Club and was well known for
his musical ability. Over the years, he played piano with
many dance bands. Weldon and Helen have four children,
Allan (Shirley Hiebert) with daughter Nicole; LeAnne
Harding (Harry) with children Darrin, Terry, Christina
Inverarity (David Grant); Phyllis Pawluk (Edward) with
children Jennifer (Craig Hodkinson), Shannon (Ryan
Bonni), Richard; Robert with children Michael (Karen
Wiens) and Mathew (Nicole Santos). There are eleven
great grandchildren, Brittany and Kendall Walker (Nicole);
Adam, Andrew, Alanna Inverarity (Darrin); Brenden James
Murray Inverarity (Terry); Courtney Pasowisty and Emily
Grant (Christina); Ben and Cami Bonni (Shannon); Kieran
Potter (Michael); Nicholas Potter (Mathew).
Weldon and Helen farmed in the Springhill district
until moving into Neepawa in 1974. Weldon worked at
the Neepawa Land Titles Office until 1985. Weldon passed
away on July 12, 1994, and Helen passed away on Nov.

POTTER, JONAH and SARAH JANE
Submitted by Lois Graham
(see history included with Baker family history)
In 1887, Jonah and Sarah Jane (Pocket) Potter homesteaded the land now known as Green Bush Angus Farms
in Springhill. Jonah and a friend found a spring on the
hill and so named the district. Their homestead has been
in the family now for five generations. (More information in Neepawa, Land of Plenty 1883-1983 and Rosedale
Remembers 1884-1984.)

POTTER, MEL and NELL
Melvin and Ina Ellen (Nell) Potter lived in the
Mountain View district, north and west of Neepawa. They
moved into Neepawa upon retirement and became one of
the first residents of the Kinsmen Kourts senior’s building.
Mel passed away in 1986. Nell married Nels Bay in 1991
and they continued to reside at Kinsmen Kourts. Nell died
in 1992 and Nels shortly after that.
Mel and Nell have three children: Dorothy, George
and Ken.
Dorothy married Deane Babcock of Birnie. Deane was
a farmer and Dorothy was a nurse in Neepawa. They have
three children. Nadine was born in 1962 and married Ron
Kulbacki of Eden. Ron is a grain/cattle farmer and Nadine
is a nurse in Neepawa. They have two children: Mathew
was born in 1986 and is currently living in Grande Prairie,
AB working in the oil industry. Erica was born in 1988
and upon returning from a year long trip through Australia,
will attend school in Saskatoon.
Grant was born in 1963 and is married to Michelle
Birch of Riding Mountain. They live in Neepawa and have
three children: Keith was born in 1993; Sarah in 1999
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Basil Guy and Nora Lesley Pounder (nee Wilson)
rented a sheep farm from the Ministry of Defense at
Catterick Garrison. They have three children: Guy Wilson,
Vicki Clare and Mark William.
Basil, Lesley and Mark bought a dairy farm in Arden
from Murray and Eleanor Jarvis in May, 2006 – SE
28-15-13W.
Guy married Nicola Jane Wardle from Darlington,
County Durham, in October, 2001; they were married at
the farm at Oak Lake, after she came to Canada with Guy.
They have two sons: Luke Christopher and Joseph Wilson.
They have a beef herd and still live in Oak Lake.
Vicki stayed in England and married Jonathon Paul
Chisholm in 2007 and they live in Catterick Garrison with
their two sons: Ralph Eric and Alexander Basil.
Mark graduated from Virden Collegiate in 2005 and
attended Lakeland College in Vermillion, AB for 18 months.
He then went back to the dairy farm for nine months
and he is now studying Agribusiness at the Assiniboine
Community College in Brandon.

and Natalie in 2002. Grant is an electrician and works
with John’s Electric in Neepawa. Michelle works at the
Neepawa Co-op Grocery Store.
Lea was born in 1964 and married Glenn Meeuwisse
of St Thomas, ON. They live in Orillia, ON and have two
children. Carter was born in 1996 and Soren in 1997. Lea
is a physician and works at Orillia Soldier’s Memorial
Hospital. Glenn is general manager of a cross country
ski/mountain biking resort called Hardwood Hills near
Orillia.
Dorothy passed away in 2004. Deane is retired but
still lives on the farm.
George married Carol Cranston and they reside in
Winnipeg. They are both retired and have three children:
Douglas was born in 1968 and is manager of cash
management, Toronto-Dominion Commercial BankingNational accounts. He married Gaylene Holms, who is a
nurse. They live in Burlington, ON and have two children:
Samuel was born in 2001 and Alex in 2004.
Karen was born in 1969 and works as a pharmacy
technician in Winnipeg.
Barb was born in 1972 and works as a rental consultant
in Winnipeg. She has two children: Brandon was born in
1999 and Austin in 2000.
Ken married Maureen Elliott and they settled in
Calgary. They have four children:
Catherine was born in 1967 and is married to Don
Rivers. Catherine and Don are self-employed and work
doing computerized drafting in Calgary. They have two
boys: Cody was born in 1997 and Mathew in 1999.
Andrea was born in 1968 and married Darren Petras.
They live in Victoria, BC and both work at the Jubilee
Hospital. Andrea is a nurse at the BC Transplant Clinic
and Darren is a cardiovascular perfusionist (operates the
heart-lung bypass machine during open heart surgeries).
They have two boys: Logan was born in 1997 and Spencer
in 1999.
Garth was born in 1969 and married Candis Suzanne
(Suzy) Routledge. They live in Calgary where Suzy works
with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and Garth is a
helicopter maintenance engineer. They have two daughters: Natalie born in 2006, and Alana born in 2007.
Dennis was born in 1971 and also lives in Calgary. He
works as a consultant in construction management.
Ken passed away in 2003. Maureen still lives in
Calgary.

PRAWDZIK, LOUIS and SHIRLEY
Submitted by Shirley Prawdzik

POUNDER FAMILY
Submitted by Lesley Pounder
Louis Charles Prawdzik was born in Eden, MB.
on Sept. 16, 1916 to parents Anthony and Hedwig
(Kwiatkowski) Prawdzik, both immigrants of Poland. He
had 6 sisters and 1 brother: Marion (Harry Kolpak) of Great

The Pounder family emigrated from North Yorkshire,
England in October, 2000 and bought a farm at Oak Lake,
MB.
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(Koshowski) of The Pas in 1992 and they have 2 children:
Nicholas and Mitchel. Tim also has a son Chris and his
2 children of Neepawa and daughter Dallas and her child
of Saskatoon, SK.
Donna was born in 1960 and she too followed the call
of the mountains moving to Port Coquitlam, BC in 1980
where she worked in the optical field until she married
Allan Walker (formerly of Neepawa) in 1982. She now
operates a family daycare centre and works for a veterinarian hospital. They have 3 children: Krista, Brian, and
Matthew, all of Port Coquitlam, BC.
Shirley continues to enjoy time spent with family and
her wide circle of friends.

Briton, Connecticut (deceased); Josephine (Joe Glugosh)
Winnipeg, MB; Margret (Stanley Suski) Winnipeg, MB;
Vera (Alec Kulbacki), Neepawa, MB (deceased); Beatrice
(Jack Harris), Brandon, MB (deceased) Matilda (Jim
Kirby) Whitby, ON; Edmond of Hollywood, California
(deceased).
Louis served in the Canadian Armed Forces in World
War II. He met his bride to be Shirley Eleanor Head in
1947 while building kitchen cabinets for a cousin. They
married Aug. 13, 1949. Louis ran the White Rose Service
Station, which at the time was located on the north side
of the old post office on Mountain Avenue from 1959 to
1967 and then went to work for Rutledge’s Garage, now
known as McLaughlin Chrysler Dodge, until his retirement
in 1980. Louis was known around town as a “Jack of all
trades” and always had people from all over the district
bringing him items to fix. I don’t recall there ever being
too many things he couldn’t fix and often he would have
them working better than they did when they were new!
Louis passed away July 21, 1999, leaving his family with
many memories to cherish and stories to share at all our
family gatherings.
Shirley was born in the Glenholm district to Walter and
Vera Head (McIntosh) on Mar. 14, 1932. She has 3 sisters
and 3 brothers: Lillian (Radford) Brandon, MB; Lorraine
(Lloyd Lobb) Ninette, MB; Donald (Mo) Head, Chilliwack,
BC; Gerald Head, Victoria, BC; Raye (Colleen) Head of
Sturgess, SK; and Darla (White) of Calgary, AB.
Shirley trained for a nurses aide in 1967 and worked
at East View Lodge where she cared for the elderly for 7
years. Upon leaving East View, she went to work for the
Neepawa Memorial and District Hospital until her retirement in 1995.
Louis and Shirley raised 4 children:
Valerie was born in 1949 and married Glenn Gordon
in 1966. Val and Glen farm southwest of town and have
3 children: Patrick (Leanne) and their 2 children of St.
Andrews, MB; Anita (Hugh) Morgan and their 3 children
of Edmonton, AB and Rebecca (Dan) Labossiere and their
2 children of Dunrae, MB.
Barry was born in 1951 and married Pam Hunter in
1970. In 1972, the sound of mountain living called and
they moved to beautiful Hope, BC, where Barry made his
living as a heavy duty mechanic for a logging company and
Pam worked in the hospital for many years. They have 2
children: Michael (Nicole) Prawdzik and their 4 children
and Deanna (Pelletier) and her 4 children all of Hope, BC.
Barry and Pam have recently retired and are enjoying time
spent camping in the wilderness, snowmobiling, dirt bike
riding and spending quality time with the grandchildren.
Tim was born in 1957 and was a fire fighter and later
Fire Chief of the Neepawa Fire Department up to 1986. He
later settled in Dauphin, MB where he is an Environmental
Officer for the Province of Manitoba. He married Kari

PRAWDZIK, STAN and PAULINE
Submitted by Debbie Jury
Stanley was born in Polonia, MB in 1919 to Jacob and
Anna Prawdzik. He met and married Pauline Makwaychuk
in 1947 at Mountain Road, MB. Pauline was born in
Minnedosa in 1925 to John and Mary Makwaychuk. They
were married for 49 years before Stan’s passing in October,
1996. They have five children: three boys and two girls.
The oldest is Terry and Rosalie (nee Baryla) of
Winnipeg, MB and their children Sean and Samantha.
Terry is employed with EMCO Corporation; Rosalie
is admin assistant to Advanced Education and Literacy
Minister.
Next is John and Joanne (nee Stacey) of Maple Ridge,
BC and they have three children: Matthew, Josh, and Luke.
John owns and operates Variety Sales Travel DVD Canada,
and Joanne is employed at Extra Foods.
Next son is Wayne and Angie (nee Rosentretor), (both
deceased) and their children Michael, Steven and Rachel
of Winnipeg, MB.
The first daughter is Debbie and Keith Jury of Eden,
MB and their children Jody, Kerry, and Kevin. Keith and
Debbie farm in the RM of Rosedale where they own a
grain and cattle operation.
The second daughter is Jacquie and Graham Watson of
Neepawa, MB and their children are Jesse and Katharyn.
Graham and Jacquie own Neepawa Country Cabinetry and
Jacquie also works at the Neepawa Health Unit.
Stan spent most of his working career with Canada Post
in Neepawa, and he also operated Prawdzik Greenhouse for
many years. Stan was also in the army medical core for five
years. Pauline operated Neepawa Drapery for a number of
years out of her home. Endless hours spent fishing at Clear
Lake, gardening flowers, vegetables and grandchildren
were a big part of their lives. Pauline Prawdzik currently
resides in Neepawa still in her own home.
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PRITCHARD, FRANK and VICKI

RM of Lansdowne. Larry Andrew was born May 28, 1944
and Karen Anne was born Jan. 23, 1947. They farmed both
cattle and grain. Andy enjoyed the old way of farming with
horses. He was the last farmer on the ridge to own a tractor. Andy loved to ride horses and worked round-ups for
the Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration. In 1968,
Velva went to work at East View Lodge until retiring in
1981. Their son, Larry, moved to the farm in 1992 when
Andy and Velva retired to Neepawa.
Shirley attended Sinclairville School from Grades
1 through 8 and then attended high school in Arden. In
October, 1960, Shirley went to work at the telephone
office in Gladstone. Shirley’s brother Larry worked for
Canadian National Railways and in 1962; he introduced
her to Gordon John Thom who also worked for CNR.
Gordon was born Apr. 19, 1941 and was the only child of
Jack and Agnes Thom who farmed in the Salisbury School
district in the RM of Lansdowne. Gordon graduated from
Neepawa Collegiate in 1960. Gordon and Shirley were
married in the Neepawa United Church on Aug. 8, 1964
by Rev. McDonald. They lived in various small towns in
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and northern Ontario as Gordon
was transferred to different jobs as a signal maintainer for
CNR. Shane Gordon was born June 1, 1973. In 1977, the
family moved to Melfort, SK where Sandi-Lee Elizabeth
was born Nov. 21, 1978 and Sherri-Lynn Louise was born
Aug. 15, 1981. Gordon died in a car accident Apr. 23, 1984.
Shirley and the children moved to Neepawa in 1985.
Shirley had a daycare in her home. Many of the kids
affectionately called her “Auntie Shirley” and were just
like members of the family. Shirley moved to Brandon in
2001. She has returned to work to look after Wendy and
Doug McCallum’s son, Rory. Wendy is a former band
teacher at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute.
Shane attended elementary school in Melfort at Burke
and then high school at NACI. He moved back to Melfort
where he married Cheryl Selby on Aug. 15, 1998. McKenna
Madison was born Jan. 9, 1996. They moved to Melville
soon after they were married. Shane got a job welding for
Babcock and Wilcox. Dawson Gordon Robert was born
July 16, 1999 and Anisten Reece was born Dec. 16, 2001.
Shane welds on different jobs throughout Saskatchewan
for a company based out of Regina. Shane and Cheryl
separated in 2005. Shane currently lives in Lloyminster,
SK with Amanda Johnston.
Sandi attended Burke School in Melfort and Hazel M.
Kellington in Neepawa before graduating from NACI in
1996. She attended Brandon University to take Bachelor
of Arts and Bachelor of Education degrees. Sandi married
Devin Garret Jarvis on Sept. 23, 2000 at the Neepawa
United Church. He was born Dec. 14, 1975 to Murry and
Eleanor Jarvis and raised on a dairy farm north east of
Arden. Sandi was a substitute teacher and did term jobs
in different school divisions before teaching part-time in

Frank Pritchard left his home in Bath, England and
arrived in Halifax on Mar. 23, 1928. A requirement of
free passage was to work on a farm for a year, so he came
to Manitoba and worked on the farm of C.H. Hockin in
the Mentmore district. He moved around a bit, and then
worked at Riding Mountain National Park during the
depression. He moved to Neepawa in 1939 to work at
constructing the new salt plant. Married the same year,
he and wife Vicki had three children. The marriage didn’t
last and the family moved to Brandon. Frank, who began
painting with Eric Pettitt, continued to paint in Brandon.
He passed away in 1993. Vicki died in 2005.
Daughter Kay, married Bob Blowatt and have six children: Rob, Connie, Kerry, Kim, Camille and Ben. She is
still living in Brandon.
Son Leonard, worked for the Manitoba Telephone
System in several locations around Manitoba and was transferred to Neepawa in 1969. He married Anne Dudenhoffer
and they have one son Cory.
Daughter Connie married Brian Phillips and they
adopted two children: Chris and Lori-Ann. She still lives
in Brandon.

RAAEN, ANDY and VELVA
Submitted by Sandi Thom-Jarvis/Shirley Thom
Andy Raaen was born Jan. 11, 1917 in Aal, Norway.
His father, Andres, came to Canada with his brothers in
February, 1924. Andy, his mother, Birgit (Braksma), and
his siblings Trygve and Anne came over in the fall. The
family settled in the Shaunavon, SK, area where they
farmed. His sister, Kathleen, was born in 1927. The Raaen
family had planned to move to the United States where
they had family; however, the Shaunavon area at this time
held a lot of promise. Unfortunately, this area did not live
up to their plans as it was overwhelmed by the conditions
of the “Dirty Thirties”. Andres, Birgit, Anne and Kay came
to the Austin area in 1937 to farm. Andres died in 1971
and Birgit died in 1967. They are buried in the Austin
Cemetery.
Velva Elizabeth Wilcox was born in Gull Lake, SK on
Dec. 22, 1919. She was the second oldest born to Herb
and Agnes (Bostock). The family of seven (Wesley, Velva,
Helen, Lyle, Mae, Allen, Gylie) were raised on a farm
near Consul, SK. Velva’s mom died in 1939. Her father
remained in the area until his death in 1982 in Maple
Creek, SK.
In 1940, Velva and Andy joined his parents in Austin.
They were married Aug. 5, 1940 in Portage la Prairie.
Their first child, Shirley Velva was born Aug. 4, 1942. In
1944, they moved to the farm on the Arden Ridge in the
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Piston Ring. Karen retired from East View Lodge in 2001
and Tom continues to work at various jobs.
Andrea attended elementary school at Hazel M.
Kellington and graduated from NACI in 1997. She took
Business Administration at Assiniboine Community
College. She is currently working at Morris Industries in
Minnedosa. Her daughter, Baillie Karen was born Apr.
10, 2001. Andrea married Kevin Charles Sandstrom of
Minnedosa on May 19, 2007 at the Neepawa United Church.
He was born Sept. 3, 1981 to Connie and Wayne. He is a
welder at Morris Industries. They live in Neepawa.
Nikki also attended Hazel M. Kellington and NACI
where she graduated in 2000. Following high school, Nikki
took her Early Childhood Education at ACC. She works at
a daycare in Brandon while living in Neepawa.
Andy’s brother, Trygve, was born Apr. 27, 1919. He
grew up in Shaunavon, SK, and worked for different ranchers until 1938 when he came to join his parents in Austin,
MB. He returned to Maple Creek, SK when World War
II broke out to enlist. He was serving in England where
he met Doreen Marie Smith and the two were married in
1946. Trygve contracted tuberculosis when he was in the
army and upon returning to Canada he went to the Ninette
Sanitorium. When he was released from the sanitorium
two years later, they bought the Jim Elliott farm on the
Arden Ridge in the RM of Lansdowne. Their son, Gene
Alan was born in 1950. In 1951, Trygve returned to the
Ninette Sanitarium for two years and the family lived in
Neepawa for a short time before moving to Red Deer,
AB. Trygve died in 1968, Gene died in 1991, and Dolly
passed away in 2002. Gene’s daughter, Jennifer “Erin”,
lives in Edmonton.

the Kindergarten - Grade 2 class at Brookdale School as
of September, 2004. Devin is a journeyman linesman with
Manitoba Hydro. He works on crews throughout the province. They have two daughters: Brynn Elizabeth born Sept.
4, 2003 and Sienna Alexandra born Feb. 19, 2007. Their
family lives in Neepawa.
Sherri attended Hazel M. Kellington and graduated
from NACI in 1999. She took her five year Bachelor of
Music at Brandon University. Sherri has sung in a choir
at Carnegie Hall in New York City and has gone to Cuba
to do mission work with a youth group from Brandon’s
Central United Church. She has been involved in a number
of stage productions in Brandon as part of the pit band.
Sherri has worked at a variety of jobs including giving
private music lessons.
Larry attended Sinclairville and Arden Schools. In
1962, he started work with CNR as a signal maintainer.
He married Grace Joan Belous of Edrans on May 28, 1966
in the Neepawa United Church. Grace was born Nov. 13,
1944 to Joe and Lena Belous. They have two children:
Joan Velva was born May 12, 1968 and Blaine Andrew
born June 17, 1970. The family lived in several places
in Manitoba and Saskatchewan before Larry left CNR to
work at Charison Ranch at Gunton, MB. He bought his
own turkey farm and sold it when he moved back to the
area in 1987. Larry and Grace separated in 1983. Larry
was a custodian for seven years at NACI. He remarried in
1998 and raises cattle on the home farm.
Joan attended school in Teulon where she graduated
in 1986 before attending Red River Community College.
Joan has worked for Great West Life for twenty years. Her
son, Arden (Deny) Johnathon was born Dec. 13, 1994.
They live in Winnipeg.
Blaine also attended school in Teulon. After high
school, he worked at different jobs before taking a semidriving course. Blaine moved to Alberta, living in Calgary
and eventually in Lacombe where he married Susan Baker,
Aug. 3, 2002. Susan has two grown children and two
grandchildren. Susan is a rancher and Blaine continues
to drive a semi.
Karen completed Grade 8 at Sinclairville and then went
to Arden for a year. She then went to Edrans High School
as Mery Perrett was the teacher there and would pick her
up on the way. Karen took her Licensed Practical Nurses
training in Winnipeg at RRCC and nursed in Gladstone,
Gillam, and Edmonton before returning to Neepawa to
work at East View Lodge. Karen married Thomas L.
Wilson on July 27, 1974 in the Neepawa United Church.
Tom was born July 4, 1950 to Bill and Willow Wilson
of Gladstone. They have two daughters: Andrea Karen
Wilson was born Sept. 4, 1979 and Nikki Anne Wilson
was born Feb. 15, 1982. Tom and Walter Mauthe owned
M and W Automotive for many years before they sold it to

RAINKA, GLEN and SHELLEY
Submitted by Glen Rainka
I, Glen Edward Rainka, was born in Neepawa on Jan.
13, 1960 to Ed and Irene Rainka (nee Small). Along with
my brother Bruce and sister Patricia, we spent our youth on
the family farm north east of Birnie, in the school district
known as Oak Leaf. I received my high school education
in Neepawa.
My wife, Shelley Rae Desrochers was born in Carman,
MB on Feb. 17, 1959 to Lorne and Darlene Desrochers
(nee Balakowski). Shelley, along with two younger brothers Mark and Dean, were raised in various communities
throughout Manitoba and Saskatchewan due to their father’s
employment with Canadian National Railway. Shelley
spent her junior and high school years in Neepawa.
It was during our high school years that we met,
and after we had finished our post secondary education in Brandon, we were married on Aug. 23, 1980 at
St. Dominic’s Roman Catholic Church in Neepawa. We
652

consisted of the Ed Small Orchestra 1940-1973, Ed Rainka
and his Playmates 1973-1979, Valley Mist 1973-1985,
Stoney Creek 1985-1989, Brothers of the Road 1989 to
the present time.
Although we as a family have not lived in the Neepawa
area as long as some, we have always been surrounded by
the best of neighbors and friends.
I sincerely hope that our children and grandchildren
will have the opportunity to enjoy our community as much
as Shelley and I have.

resided in Neepawa at the Mountain Apartments in 1979
and 1980. In 1981, we purchased a home, garage and
acreage from Mel and Marg Goodwin, that being the NE
corner of NW 24-14-16 and had the buildings moved from
Goodwin’s farm to our new yard site.
Shelley was employed as a licensed practical nurse
in Gladstone Hospital, Neepawa Hospital, Minnedosa
Hospital, East View Lodge, Touchwood Park and presently at McCreary Hospital and Personal Care Home. I
was employed with various local construction crews that
being Robert Radford, Graham Radford Construction and
Paul Burrell Construction, before I started with my own
construction business.
Our first child, Kerilyn Carla, was born on Sept. 6,
1985. Our son, Steven James, was to follow on July 28,
1989. Both children where baptized at St. Dominic’s
Church, Neepawa and attended school in Neepawa.
Kerilyn finished her high school education and moved
on to complete a health care aide course in Brandon and
is presently employed in Minnedosa Personal Care Home.
Kerilyn and Richard Jackson plan to be married Aug. 2,
2008. In 2004, they purchased the SE ¼ 8-14-16 and home
from the Nagle family. Richard owns his own Peterbilt
semi truck and is leased to Stoney Creek Cattle Company.
On Feb. 14, 2007, they were blessed with a healthy baby
daughter, Cheyenne Rae Jackson.

RAINKIE, STANLEY and NORMA
Stanley Charles Rainkie, son of Peter and Nancy
Rainka, lived in the Elk Ranch area before moving to the
Glenholm district at a young age. He attended Glenholm
and Eden Schools, then worked in Winnipeg until he
started farming at Plumas. In 1964, he married Norma Jean
Denoon, daughter of Doug and Jean Denoon of Eden. She
attended school at Eden, graduated as a registered nurse
from the Victoria General Hospital School of Nursing in
Winnipeg. Before marrying and moving to Plumas, she
was employed at the Brandon General Hospital.
While at Plumas, they raised four children who all
attended Plumas Elementary School and William Morton
Collegiate at Gladstone. During their growing up years
they were all involved in church, 4-H, sports including hockey, figure skating, curling, baseball, school and
community activities.
Mark “Douglas” studied agricultural mechanics at
Assiniboine Community College before going to Alberta
to work on ranches. He then returned to Plumas, to operate
his own farm. While there, he married Lisa Kowalski and
their children, Christopher and Melissa were born. The
family later moved to Lumby, B.C. where he once again
was employed in ranching. He now lives in Coldstream
B.C. with children Christopher, Melissa, his partner Sandra
Wells and her children Kyla, Kristyn and Austin. He is
doing the work he loves ~ riding horses and working with
cattle on Coldstream Ranch.
Jean-Ann completed a legal secretarial program and
later graduated from a municipal administrative course.
She married Ward Edward Rempel, son of Bill and Viola
Rempel of Plumas. They lived in Winnipeg, Yellowknife
and Plumas before moving to Neepawa where they are
both employed ~ Jean-Ann with Natural Resources Lands
Branch and Ward with Whitemud Watershed. Their sons:
Clarke, attends Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute and
Garett attends Hazel M. Kellington. Both sons enjoy
hockey and other sports as well as school activities. JeanAnn and Ward support their sons activities as well as other
community functions.

Back Row L to R: Heidi Kornik, Shelley, Glen, Steven
Front Row: Kerilyn, Richard and Cheyenne
Steven is finishing his high school education in
Neepawa and is employed part time at Prairie Forest Wood
Preservation Ltd. Steven’s high school friend is and has
been for some time Heidi Kornick from Eden, MB. Both
Steven and Kerilyn have and still play music in the band,
Brothers of the Road, along with their father. Music has
always been of utmost importance to our family, as we’ve
kept an active hand in business since the late 1940s. This
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born May 3, 1949; Linda, born Feb. 16, 1951; and Garry,
born Jan. 15, 1954. Mom and Dad lived most of their lives
in Neepawa. Dad had a number of jobs but is probably
most remembered for caretaking at River Bend Park. Dad
died on Apr. 24, 1981. Mom also held a number of jobs
in Neepawa; her longest being 30 years at the Bamboo
Garden. Mom moved from her house in December of 2005
to an apartment in Kinsmen Kourts.
All of us received our basic education in Neepawa
and we all attended our secondary educational institutions; Sylvia, Portage Business School and University
of Manitoba; Leona attended Assiniboine Community
College in Brandon; Linda and Garry both went to Red
River Community College in Winnipeg.
As kids we did the typical things, picnics in the school
section, swimming at Riverbend Park, skating at the old
rink, sledding at the golf course and we didn’t need to hang
out at the Bamboo Garden as the three of us girls worked
there at one time or another.
Sylvia married John Palano of Winnipeg in September
1967 and they have three children: Michael (Oct. 1970);
Tammy (Dec. 1972 – Feb. 1973) and Lori (May, 1974).
Michael is a teacher in Vancouver and Lori is an environmental consultant and resides in Montreal. John and Sylvia
are both retired and live in Winnipeg.
Leona married a local boy, Dennis Beaumont in
November, 1968 and they have three sons; Richard (Oct.
1969); Jim (Jan. 1971) and Steven (June, 1972). Richard
is employed by Manitoba Public Insurance and lives in
Winnipeg. Jim is owner operator of Rainkie’s Sewage and
also grain farms. He married Cheryl Lee in August of 2002
and they have three daughters: Jenna (Oct. 2003); Claire
(Jan. 2005) and Allison (Feb. 2007). They reside on the
farm in the RM of Langford. Steve works in the agricultural industry and makes his home in Brandon. Leona and
Dennis reside and farm on the Beaumont family farm in
the RM of Langford.
In December, 1976, Linda married Ernie Braun of
Morris, MB where they farmed until Ernie’s death on
Sept. 13, 2006. Linda has a stepson Gordon, stepdaughter Sandra and three grandsons: Nick, Alex and Nathan.
Linda now resides in Neepawa.
Garry married Arlene Schell on June 30, 1973 and they
have three daughters: Angie (Nov. 1973); Toni (Jan. 1976)
and Annie (Sept. 1978). Garry was owner and operator of
Rainkie’s Sewage until his death, as the result of an accident on July 13, 1989. Angie married Mark LeBoutillier
in August, 1998 and they have two daughters: Sarah
(June 1999) and Kaitland (Oct. 2003). Toni married Kelly
Kuharski in January of 2002 and they have four children:
Nick (Aug. 1999); Griff (Aug. 2002); Shane (July, 2004)
and Preasely (Mar. 2006). Anne has one child Treylin (Apr.
2006) and is engaged to be married to Arlin Flaming. They
all work and reside in the Neepawa area.

Karen Leanne graduated from ACC in business accounting. She married Darrin Stewart, son of Glenn Stewart
and Shirley Stewart of Gladstone. Karen is employed at
Brandon University, and Darrin is involved with staging,
lighting and sound with his business ~ Total Entertainment.
They make their home in Brandon with their son Derrick,
who graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree from
Brandon University and is studying law at the University
of Manitoba, and their daughter Jordan is attending Crocus
Plains School in Brandon.
Allison Lynn studied hairdressing and continues to
work out of her home. She married Randy Dayholos, son
of John and Verna Dayholos from Glenella. They purchased
their farm from her parents and continue to operate it as
a mixed farm, with cattle and grain. Their sons, Matthew
and Ryley and daughter Lindsay attend Plumas Elementary
School, play hockey, baseball and take part in other school
and community activities. Allison and Randy are busy with
their children and their community.
While living in Plumas, Stan served on many organizations such as the Plumas Community Centre, Plumas
Hall committee, coached minor hockey, was a 4-H leader,
a member of the Plumas Lions and Legion. He served as
councilor with the RM of Westbourne from 1977-1993,
which added more representation on such boards as Seven
Regions Health Centre, Whitemud Watershed, etc. After
their marriage, Norma was employed at Seven Regions
Health Centre, then at the Neepawa Medical Clinic before
becoming a full time homemaker. She was 4-H leader,
Sunday School teacher, board member of Plumas United
Church, member of Plumas Lionelles, Legion and Legion
Auxiliary, as well as supporting family activities. When
the children were older, she took a refresher course to
renew her licence as a registered nurse and worked at Third
Crossing Manor at Gladstone.
In 1993, we sold the farm to Allison and Randy and
moved to Lake Irwin at Neepawa where Stan was employed
with Manitoba Crop Insurance, now known as Manitoba
Agricultural Services Corporation as a senior team leader.
Norma worked at Third Crossing Manor until obtaining a
position with We Care Home Health Services until retirement. Stan is a member of the Neepawa Legion; Norma
is a member of the Legion, Legion Auxiliary, Neepawa
Health Auxiliary, as well as Neepawa United Church
committee. We both enjoy our family very much and are
very happy to be living at the lake.

RAINKIE, TONY and LILY ANNE
Submitted by Sylvia Palano
Anthony (Tony) Rainkie (Jan. 16, 1915) and Lily Anne
Wabick (Oct. 17, 1922) were married on Oct. 25, 1944 and
they have four children: Sylvia, born June 10, 1945; Leona,
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RAMSAY, WILLIAM ROBB and ADDIE MAE

and completed her Bachelor of General Science degree and
teacher’s certification. In 1974, Joan and Werner Rink were
married. Joan spent 33 years teaching in Flin Flon. Werner
worked as a crane operator for Hudson Bay Mining and
Smelting for 33 years as well. They have retired and have
returned to the Brookdale district and are presently enjoying a more relaxed lifestyle.
Mac attended Brookdale, Auburn, Unity Collegiate
and Neepawa Collegiate. He also attended BU and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree and teachers certification. He taught in The Pas and Easterville before returning
to farm the McNaughton farm.

Robb Ramsay was born on Nov. 21, 1919 to William
and Elizabeth (Vina McNaughton) Ramsay. He spent his
early childhood on the farm where he was born – SW
18-13-15, also known as the “Freeland Place”.
He attended Brookdale Consolidated School. When
Robb was 14, his father rented the McNaughton farm.
They moved to the farm in the fall of 1934. After his
schooling, he continued to work on the farm until he joined
the army in 1941.
Robb took his basic training in Portage la Prairie with
terms spent in Camp Borden, ON and Debert, NS. He
went overseas and spent four years at the 9th Canadian
General Hospital at Horsham, Sussex, England in the
medical corps.
Upon his return home, he purchased the Bob Hilditch
farm NW 5-13-15 in the Brookdale-Oberon district in
1947. In April, 1949, he was united in marriage to Addie
Mae Elmhirst of Carberry, MB. Addie was the youngest daughter of Wallace and Ada (Evans) Elmhirst. Robb
and Addie have two children: Betty Joan and Malcolm
Robb.

Mac Ramsay
In 1981, Mac and Sharon Wickheuler were married.
Sharon was a graduate from McGill University with a
Bachelor Degree in Agriculture. Mac continued to farm
with his father and Sharon worked at the Research Station
in Brandon as an Information Officer.

Joan, Werner Rink, Sharon
Addie, Robb and Lauren
Addie and Robb spent many years on the farm. They
enjoyed their community involvement with the Oberon
district. Robb and Addie also helped their son Mac farm
until Mac’s deteriorating health prevented him from farming. In 1996, Robb and Addie retired to Brandon and were
able to spend time with their granddaughter, Lauren. In
December, 2002, Addie passed away. Robb continues to
live in Brandon and has a favorite cat McGinty that keeps
him company.
Joan spent her educational years at Brookdale, Auburn
and Unity Collegiate. She then attended Brandon University

Lauren Ramsay
On Mar. 31, 1988, Lauren was born to Mac and Sharon.
Unfortunately, the next few years were difficult as Mac’s
health was failing. Mac passed away in December of 1992.
Sharon and Lauren moved to Brandon in the summer of
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Ray played baseball with Neepawa Bantams and they
won the Manitoba Championship in 1970. The boys played
fastball with Brookdale Slackers and Neepawa Tomboy.
Through the years, they played hockey with Wellwood,
Brookdale and Neepawa.
Terry took Business Administration at Red River
Community College. He worked at Morden, Winkler, and
then Swift Current, SK. He married Marlene Caldwell
of Reston, in July, 1978 and lives in Swift Current. They
have two daughters, Kristen (July 1983) and Ashley (July
1985).
Gary married Lorraine Deters of Yorkton, SK in
October, 1978. They have two of a family: Jennifer
(October, 1979) and Taylor (October, 1981). Gary and
Lorraine divorced in 2001. Gary married Barbara Owen
of Neepawa on July 10, 2004 and they now reside in
Neepawa. Barb works at Safeway and Gary operates the
Neepawa and District Handi Van.
Raymond married Teresa Newton of Brandon on July
1, 2004 and they live in Brandon. Raymond has worked
for Case International Equipment as parts manager for
27 years in Manitoba and Saskatchewan. Now he is with
Millers Farm Equipment in Brandon (2005). Teresa works
for Manitoba Public Insurance in Brandon.
Shirley went to work at East View Lodge as a nurse
care aid in August, 1973. Lloyd drove the school bus for
the Beautiful Plains School Division from the 60s until
1974, and then went to work for the RM of North Cypress
as a grader operator from 1974 to 1992.

1993. Lauren attended J.R. Reid School, Earl Oxford and
Vincent Massey Collegiate. She is presently in Montreal
studying at Concordia University. Sharon continues to
work as a Communication officer for the National Land
and Water Information Service for the Federal Government.
She still resides in Brandon.

REA, RON and SANDY
Ron was born May 20, 1947, in Deloraine, where he
took his schooling. He started an electrical apprenticeship
in 1966. In 1968, he married Sandy Stevens, who was
born on Sept. 3, 1949. After completing his apprenticeship in 1970, he and Sandy moved to Thompson where
he worked for INCO. Sandy was employed by Mystery
Lake School Division. Ron and Sandy have two daughters,
Marjorie born Apr. 9, 1969, in Deloraine, and Sharon born
Nov. 14, 1971, in Thompson. Both girls attended school
in Thompson.
In 1990, Marjorie married Mark Davreux, son of Mary
and Clarence Davreux of Thompson, and now lives in
Martensville, SK. They have three children, Stephanie,
Keenan and Reid.
Sharon married Chris Kulbacki, son of Ray and Anne,
in 2004, and lives on the farm north of Neepawa. They
have one son Jory.
Ron retired from INCO in October, 2000, and after
Sandy retired in March, 2003, they moved to the beautiful
Town of Neepawa to enjoy their retirement years.

REIDLE, LLOYD and SHIRLEY
Lloyd and Shirley were married August, 1952. Lloyd
Reidle, eldest son of Sam and Mabel Reidle of Wellwood,
was born August, 1932 and raised in Wellwood. Lloyd
worked with his dad in Reidle’s Garage. They operated
the White Rose Bulk Station, later known as Shell Oil.
They sold the garage in the late 60s.
Shirley was born in Neepawa, in July, 1931. Shirley
has a twin sister Dorothy and is the youngest of five daughters of Tom and Hilda Jones of Brookdale. She lived in
the Brookdale-Mentmore district and attended school in
Brookdale. In 1951, she was a switchboard operator in the
Brookdale Telephone office.
Lloyd and Shirley were blessed with three sons all
born in Carberry: Terry (1954) Gary (1956) and Raymond
(1957), who all attended school in Wellwood and later in
Brookdale and Neepawa Collegiate. Our sons were very
active in sports, we did a lot of driving, taking them places.
Terry was top male athlete at North Cypress field days.
In 1967, the Reidles moved to Brookdale to the Tom
Jones farm.

Jeff and Jennifer Loewen wedding Aug. 11/2007
Back row L to R: Ben Ondrus, Terry, Marlene, Teresa,
Ray, Taylor
Next row L to R: Kristin, Ashley, Jeff and Jennifer,
Gary, Barb
In front right: Shirley and Lloyd
Lloyd and Shirley moved to Neepawa in September,
1978, so Shirley would be closer to work. Lloyd drove to
Brookdale. Lloyd retired in 1992 and Shirley in 1994.
Lloyd and Shirley belong to the Oddfellows and
Rebekah Lodges and are members of the Knox Presbyterian
Church and the U.C.T. (United Commercial Travelers).
Kristen and Ben Ondrus will be married July 19, 2008.
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REILLY, GORDON and HELEN

Jennifer Mercx [Feb 16, 1969] on Sept.28, 1999 in Kauai,
Hawaii. They have two children: Olivia Khloe and Garrett
Khloe born on May 2, 2003. Tracy is a psychiatric nurse
and a registered nurse and works in Community Mental
Health in Edmonton. She resides in St. Albert. Derick is
a Fish and Wildlife officer in Barrhead, AB. He married
Pam Griffiths [Sept. 23, 1976] on Aug. 5, 2006. She
has a daughter, Nadine, and they live in Barrhead. Lisa
trained as an Emergency Medical Technician and worked
in mental health for 16 years. She is currently attending
Northern Alberta Institute of Technology working towards
an Occupational Health and Safety diploma. She is living
with Brad Renton [Apr. 12, 1975] in St. Albert.
Ed took his schooling at Osprey and Brookdale. He
married Carole Irene McDonald [Oct. 5, 1941] from
Brookdale on Sept.1, 1962 and they moved to Carberry.
He worked for Carnation Foods Ltd. Carole was a registered nurse and worked at Fox Memorial Hospital, retiring
in 1998. Ed became a plumber and ran a plumbing and
heating business. They purchased Sear’s Hardware store,
now known as Home Hardware. They have three children:
Christina (Chris) [Aug. 20, 1964], Sandie Leigh [May
22, 1967], and Richard Jay (Jay) [April 6, 1972]. Chris
worked for Manitoba Government and in 2000 joined Jay
co-managing the Home Hardware store. She married Daryl
Irwin Steen [Mar. 3, 1965] on Nov. 17, 1990 in Carberry
where they now reside. They have two sons: Jefferey Irwin
[Oct. 28, 1993] and Mykel Richard [July 18, 1995]. Sandie
is a registered nurse graduating from Brandon General.
She worked in Brandon, Saskatoon, and Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania and currently works in Calgary, AB where
she lives with her family. She married Allan David Watt
[Jan. 4, 1966] on May 22, 1999 in Carberry. They have
two girls: Vanessa Lauren [May 18, 2000] and Victoria
Reilly [Dec. 25, 2001]. Jay worked with Ed and continues
to run a plumbing business out of Home Hardware. He
and Chris continue to co-manage Home Hardware. He
married Amanda Genene Davidson [May 8, 1974] on Dec.
20, 2004 in Carberry where they now reside. Ed retired in
1995 due to poor health and died on Mar. 13, 2000.
Evelyn attended school at Osprey, Brookdale and
Neepawa Collegiate. After receiving her teacher certificate from Brandon University, she taught in Fort Garry,
Minnedosa, and Winnipeg where most of her time was
spent in core area schools. She continued her education
and in 1978 received a Masters Degree of Education from
University of Manitoba. Evelyn was a principal of an inner
city school and retired in 1997. She married Terry Oliver
of Oberon on July 2, 1960 and they have two sons: Warren
Bruce [Dec. 10, 1960] and Kevin Clare [Nov. 6, 1962].
Warren did his schooling in Minnedosa and attended
University of Alberta in Edmonton earning a Bachelor
Degree in Education in 1985. He currently is a contractor
and moved his business to Edmonton in 2006. Warren

Submitted by the Reilly Family
Gordon Richard Daniel [June 28, 1912 in Vancouver,
BC] son of Richard and Sarah Reilly of Eden married
Helen Catherine Beck [Nov. 27, 1913], daughter of Leo
and Mary Beck of Fork River. Gordon did his schooling
in Eden. They worked at different farms in the Brookdale
area and met when they both worked for Heber Hockin.
They married Apr. 5, 1934. They farmed at Mentmore,
Brookdale, and Springhill districts and purchased a farm
in Hallboro district in 1960. In 1967, Gordon worked for
Carnation Foods at Carberry until retirement in 1979.
Helen drove a school bus for many years between Hallboro
and Neepawa. They shared the bus route for Touchwood
clients between Minnedosa and Neepawa (1979-1983).
Gordon and Helen had nine children: Harold William
[Nov. 21, 1934], Marie Helen [May 12, 1936], Edward
(Ed) Richard [Feb. 24, 1939], Evelyn Mae [Feb. 27, 1941],
Donald (Don) Gordon [July 4, 1944], Betty Rose [Jan. 4,
1948], Allan George [May 25, 1949], Sarah Ann [Jan. 7,
1954] and Barry Wayne [Sept. 15, 1956]. They remained
on the farm after retirement. Gordon died on Apr. 14, 1985
and Helen died on Feb. 10, 1996
Harold took his schooling in Osprey and Brookdale.
He joined the Navy in January, 1953 and was stationed
in Halifax, Victoria, and Cornwallis, NS. He traveled the
world on many different ships, retiring in March, 1975
at the rank of Petty Officer. He has worked in security in
Oakville and as Commissionaire in Halifax 1980-1985, in
Winnipeg 1986-1996, and in Hamilton from 1996 which
is where he currently resides. He married Bette in 1955
in Quebec City and they have three children, Richard,
Jeffery, and Lisa. Ricki lives in Montreal and works as an
aircraft technician. Jeff worked as a carpenter in Quebec
City where he died in 2004. Lisa lives in Halifax and
works for the Halifax Government. Harry married Doretta
(Dori) Ann Coffin in January, 1973. They have one child,
Christina (Teena) [Mar. 17, 1974]. Teena currently operates a daycare and is studying to become a Behaviour
Therapist. She was married to Joseph Grillo and they have
three children: Noah, Jacob, and Isabella. They currently
reside in Hamilton.
Marie attended school in Osprey and Brookdale. She
graduated in 1960 from Alberta Hospital in Edmonton as a
Psychiatric Nurse and retired in 1994. She volunteers with
Edmonton Police Service in the Community Information
Centre and has volunteered for seven years with the Victim
Services Unit. She married Elmer Brendzen July 1, 1961.
They have four children: Brian James [Dec. 1, 1963],
Tracy Lee [July 21, 1965], Derick Neil [Sept. 30, 1969],
and Lisa Marie [Jan. 10, 1971]. Brian earned a Law degree
from University of Alberta in 1990 and is currently a partner with a downtown Edmonton law firm. He married
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Manitoba Government in the Advance Education and
Literacy department. She currently lives in Winnipeg.
Barry attended school in Hallboro and Neepawa. He
moved to Winnipeg in 1974 and worked as a carpenter. He
is a contractor and has a successful business specializing
in renovations. He currently resides in Winnipeg.

married Brenda Anderson [Aug. 6, 1953] on June 7, 1996
in Winnipeg. She has two daughters: Tracy Lynn Anderson
[July 1, 1975] and Sara Emile Justine [Sept. 27, 1990].
Tracy married Brain Shead [July 29, 1975] on May 29,
2004 in Banff, AB and they have one daughter, Sydney
May [Apr. 6, 2005]. Kevin did his schooling in Minnedosa.
He moved to Winnipeg in 1983 and works as a vendor for
Barry Allen Marketing Ltd. He married Wanda Watson
[Aug. 27, 1963] on July 22, 1995 in Minnedosa. They have
one daughter, Mackenzie Morgan [Apr. 6, 1997] and they
currently reside in Winnipeg.
Don attended Brookdale and Neepawa schools. He
worked for Manitoba Hydro in Neepawa and Selkirk
before completing an electrician’s course in Edmonton
and Winnipeg. He moved to Vancouver in 1974 where he
worked as a construction electrician until 1994 when he
moved to Vernon, BC. He currently lives on a small acreage with Ann Shelia (Powls) Collier [May 31, 1954], a
registered nurse and is enjoying semi retirement.
Betty took her schooling in Brookdale and Neepawa.
She moved to Winnipeg in 1965 and worked for the
Manitoba Government in Department of Agriculture. She
married Sheldon Robert Harvey [May 18, 1948] from
MacGregor, MB on June 28, 1974 in Winnipeg. They
moved to Vancouver in 1977. She then earned Certified
Managerial Accountant designation in 1988. In 1980, they
moved to Victoria where they now reside. Betty worked
for Vancouver Island Health Authority as an accountant,
retiring in 2004.
Allan attended school in Hallboro, Brookdale
and Neepawa. He studied electronics at Assiniboine
Community College and Red River Community College.
He moved to Vancouver in 1972, where he worked in the
office equipment field and retired as partner of the firm
in February, 1989. When Allan returned to Neepawa, he
farmed in the RM of Langford for several years with his
father-in-law, Dudley Lee, retiring in 1995. Allan married
Yvonne Frances Maureen Lee [July 30, 1950] on May
28, 1977 in Maple Ridge, BC. They lived in Vancouver
for 17 years and have two children: Shauna Frances Lee
[Nov. 11, 1980] and Steven Allan Samuel [May 22, 1982]
who died on Oct. 23, 1984 in Vancouver. They returned
to Neepawa in July, 1989 and relocated to Winnipeg in
August, 1997, where they currently reside. Shauna did
her schooling in Vancouver, Neepawa, and completed high
school at University of Winnipeg Collegiate, Winnipeg.
She attended Queen’s University, Kingston, ON graduating
with a Bachelor of Arts Honors degree in political studies in 2002. She completed a Master’s degree in Political
Science at Georgia State University, Atlanta, Georgia and
is currently completing a PhD in Political Science and
teaching part time at Georgia State University.
Sarah took her schooling in Hallboro and Neepawa.
She moved to Winnipeg in 1972 and worked for the

REILLY, ROBERT and LILLIAN
Submitted by Janice Fawcett
Robert Alberta Reilly was born on Sept. 10, 1910 in
Blackfalds, AB, the fifth child of Richard Alexander Reilly
and Sarah Ennis. He spent the first three years of his life in
Vancouver, BC, then the whole family, including brothers
Harold and Gordon, and sisters Ethel, Hilda and Hazel,
moved to Eden, MB. Bert spent his childhood on a farm
northeast of Eden, and when Eden Consolidated School
opened after Christmas, became part of the first Grade 1
class. As a young man, he helped on the family farm, cut
and hauled wood and worked on the crew which built the
golf course at Clear Lake and did other jobs available at
the time.
Lillian Regina Kerr was born on July 27, 1914 on
the family farm NE 15-13-16, the daughter of Isaac Kerr
and his second wife, Rosa Regina Wakelin. She had two
half-sisters, Ruby and Alma, who resided with their maternal aunt in Ontario following the death of their mother
(Isaac’s first wife). Lillian was raised on the farm and
educated at Brookdale School until 1929 when the family
moved to Neepawa. There she completed high school at
Viscount School. Lillian was an active member of the
Canadian Girls in Training. Upon completing high school,
she attended Normal School in Winnipeg.
In October, 1937, Bert and Lillian were married by Rev.
W.E. McDonald at the Brookdale United Church Manse.
They purchased the Kerr home quarter and resided there.
For many years, they drove the school van to Brookdale
School. As part of the farm operation, they sold cream,
eggs and chickens. They were both active in the Gordon
United Church and Mentmore community. As a member
of the church choir, Lillian was well known for her alto
voice, she was a member of the United Church Women
and the secretary-treasurer of the church for many years
until her failing health forced her to withdraw from these
activities. Bert was an elder in the church until it closed
in June, 1971. Bert and Lillian have four children: Ronald
(1939); a girl and boy who died in infancy and Janice
(1952). After a long courageous battle with cancer, Lillian
died Nov. 29, 1963.
Bert was a long time member of the Neepawa
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and served in
many offices, including District Deputy. He was a member
of the board of directors for the Society for Crippled
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On Aug. 18, 1989, their youngest daughter, Karleen
Ann was born.
Their five children all attended the Shady Oak
Christian School and completed their nine years of schooling there.
In the early nineties, Murray constructed a new home
on the farm.
Timothy married Joy Denise Friesen, daughter of
Orville and Nina Friesen from Cartwright, MB on Sept.
28, 2002. They are making their home on acreage close
to Cartwright to date. They have two children, namely
Rocky Dale, born July 5, 2004 and Amber Mikelle born
June 8, 2006. Tim is teaching Grades 6-9 in the Rock Lake
Christian School close to Cartwright, MB.
Eldon married Bonnie Judith Janzen, daughter of
Gordon and Judy Janzen of Eden, MB on July 31, 2004.
They have bought a farm just south of Riding Mountain.
They have one daughter, Brooke Victoria born June 24,
2006. Eldon is hired as bulk fuel truck driver for Mar-Dee
Enterprises in Neepawa. He was employed by DeKoning
Farms before that.
Paula is presently teaching Grades 1-3 in the Riverdale
School close to Swan River, MB. She has also worked as
a florist at Beyond the Garden Gate in Neepawa.
Matthew is farming cattle on the home place.
Karleen helps on the farm besides working at Parkside
Gardens just south of Riding Mountain, MB.

Children, and headed the local Easter Seal campaign for
many years. Despite his failing health, Bert remained with
Ron on the farm until his death on Mar. 20, 1985.
Ron and I both attended school in Brookdale. Ron
was involved in the Mentmore 4-H Club, enjoyed playing broomball and watching hockey and baseball games.
Ron moved to Brandon for a short period, then settled
in Minnedosa. He has retired in that community following several years working with the recycling program at
Newdale. Ron enjoys going for coffee with his friends
at Frontier Trading Co., belonging to the Kinsman Club,
attending Minnedosa Bombers hockey games, participating
in Special Olympics, and going on bus tours. He still mows
grass and shovels snow for neighbors needing help.
I participated in Explorers, CGIT and 4-H in Brookdale
and was a member of the Gordon Sunday school and choir.
Following graduation from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute in 1970, I moved to Brandon. In 1971, I married
Barry Fawcett. In 1975, we moved to Swan River, where
we still reside. We raised three children: Jennifer (1972),
James (1974) and Daniel (1979). I worked at several jobs
and retired as Services to Seniors Resource Coordinator.
We enjoy our four grandchildren and spending time at our
cottage at Sandy Lake.

REMPEL, MURRAY and GLADYS
Submitted by Murray Rempel

REMPEL, NIEL and LEONA

Murray James was born May 26, 1954 at Morris, MB,
son of Bill and Janet Rempel from Rosenort, MB. Gladys
was born Aug. 13, 1954 in Los Jagueyes, Chihuahua,
Mexico to Jake and Tena Bartel from Rosenort, MB.
Murray and Gladys were married Aug. 19, 1979 at
the Rosenort Church of God. Murray owned one quarter
of grain land in the area and besides farming, he ran a
construction crew until they moved to Birnie, MB.
On May 10, 1981, their first son, Timothy Dale was
born, and on Sept. 2, 1982 their second son, Eldon Mark
was born.
In March of 1983, Murray, together with their two
boys, bought a farm with three quarters of land in the
Birnie area (the Alec Wabick farm) where they have
resided to date.
On Feb. 2, 1984, a baby girl, Paula Jane was born to
them. On June 9, 1985, another baby boy, Matthew Carl
was born.
These were busy years with farming, clearing some
bush, picking rocks, and building a 250 finisher hog barn.
After a few years, Murray started up a cow/calf herd to
add to the farm.
Murray and Gladys are part of the Mountain View
Church of God at Birnie. In February of 1985, Murray was
ordained as a deacon to serve the congregation.

Submitted by Niel and Leona
Niel Rempel and Leona Kehler met at Steeprock Bay
Bible Camp, and were married on July 16, 1972. Leona
was a registered nurse, spending some time at the St.
Boniface, Morris, Misericordia and Gladstone Hospitals.
In 1975, she decided to stay at home and raise their three
children, Sharon, Sheila, and Sheldon. Niel worked at the
Neepawa Co-op, drove a school bus, and farmed.
Currently, they still reside on the family farm. Niel
enjoys his cow-calf operation, back-hoeing, and gardening.
Leona continues to drive the school bus and trains other
drivers. They enjoy spending time with their grandchildren, and are actively involved in the Gladstone Christian
Fellowship Church.
Sharon Nadeen was born on Aug. 20, 1975. After
graduating from Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute, she
attended Providence Bible College for two years. She
married her high school sweetheart, Dan McCutchin, Aug.
6, 1995. Sharon worked as a library assistant, and currently
is mom to Tatjana, born Oct. 20, 1999, and Liam, born
Sept. 13, 2001. In 2006, they moved from Neepawa to a
farm south of Gladstone. Dan is employed as a welder in
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Doug, Shelly, Lisa, Cindy and Kristine. Bob and Isabelle
lived and farmed the Richardson family farm in the Keyes
district where they raised their family. The children were
all educated in Gladstone. Lisa and her family are now
living at Steinbach, the other children all reside in the
surrounding area of Gladstone, Neepawa and Arden. They
are all married and have given Bob and Isabelle 12 grandchildren. Due to poor health, Bob and Isabelle, sold the
family farm in 2000 and moved to Neepawa for a year,
then bought the former Jack Dyck house in Arden, where
they now reside.

Portage la Prairie. They enjoy church ministries, music
and gardening.

RICHARDSON, BRIAN and DARLENE
Submitted by Les and Marilyn Richardson for Brian
Brian Leslie Richardson was born in Langenburg, SK
on Feb. 13, 1961. He is the fifth child of Les and Marilyn
Richardson.
Brian started school in Langenburg before the family
moved to Neepawa. He then attended school in Eden and
again in Neepawa, when they moved to Franklin.
When Brian turned 16, he found a job at Neepawa
Ford, working after school and weekends to support his
desire to have a car. Brian then began his apprenticeship
in 1979 to become an automotive mechanic and attended
both Assiniboine Community College in Brandon and Red
River Community College in Winnipeg.
Darlene Mae Whelpton was born in Neepawa on
Nov. 7, 1961. She is the third child of Calvin and Eileen
Whelpton. Darlene lived in the Mentmore district and
attended school in Neepawa where she graduated from
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute (NACI) in 1979.
Darlene started working at Canadian Imperial Bank of
Commerce in Neepawa right after graduation.
Brian and Darlene met while in school and started
dating in 1977. They were married at the Neepawa United
Church on Sept. 6, 1980. They lived in Neepawa until
July, 1981, when they packed up and moved to Selkirk,
MB. Brian had taken his former boss up on a job offer
and began working at Steeltown Ford in Selkirk, where,
he continues to pull wrenches to this date. Darlene was
able to transfer to a CIBC in Winnipeg. She worked as a
teller and other various positions, finally as a loans and
mortgage officer until 1990.
Brian and Darlene had their first child, Michael Glen,
in Selkirk, MB on Jan. 9, 1988. They had a second child,
Shani Mae, also born in Selkirk on Apr. 21, 1990. This was
followed by many years of attending little league games,
soccer games, boy scouts, girl guides, and many, many
days spent at the arena. Michael played hockey for nine
years and Shani started with ringette for three years and
then switched to hockey and has played for seven years and
plans to continue. Michael will be attending high school

Sheila Rosanne was born on Mar. 23, 1977. She
graduated from NACI and attended Brandon University to
obtain her education degree. She pioneered the junior high
program at Steinbach Christian High School and taught
English for five years. On Oct. 9, 2004, she married Trevor
Braun, a dairy farmer and pilot from Landmark. They
built their dream home during the summer of 2006. Jesse
Dean was added to their family on Aug. 14, 2006. Sheila
enjoys writing, scrapbooking, gardening and corresponding with friends.
Sheldon Cordelle was born on Aug. 20, 1979. After
graduating from NACI, he attended Miller College of the
Bible at Pambrun, SK, for one year. Sheldon earned his
Bachelor of Arts degree from BU in 2003. In 2005, he
obtained his private pilot’s license from Harv’s Air Service,
Steinbach. Currently he is employed at Keystone Concrete,
Austin. His hobbies include flying, hunting and hockey.

RICHARDSON, BOB and ISABELLE
Submitted by Isabelle Richardson
Jacob and Margaret Lemky came to Arden, MB from
Winkler in 1948. They lived northeast of Arden on a farm
until 1951, when they moved into the village of Arden to
the house where Henry and Diane Enns now reside. Jake
and Margaret had seven children which were all born in
Winkler, MB. The two oldest children were already on
their own by this time. There was Sarah, Minnie, Margaret,
Julie, John, Henry, and Isabelle. John drowned in 1953 in
a dug-out north of Arden. Jacob suffered a heart attack and
a stroke. After a leg amputation, he passed away in 1977.
Margaret moved to Neepawa, after having an auction sale,
where she lived until her passing in 1986. Henry passed
away in 2003.
Isabelle met and married Bob Richardson in 1964.
This marriage produced five children, the oldest being
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built our own office and moved in January, 2006. Karen
works part time with Cal and is also employed part time
with the Southeastman Regional Health Authority as an
administrative assistant.

again in the fall to pick up the classes he needs to graduate. He is hoping to pursue a career in auto body painting.
Shani will be starting Grade 11 with an advertising art
major, but is unsure of where the future will take her.
A major endeavor for Brian and Darlene was the building of their new home in Lockport in 1996. They acted
as their own general contractors and believe it or not the
marriage survived. The help of many family and friends
made the project a success.
Darlene again entered the work force in 1997 as a
school bus driver. She drove a 72-passenger bus for about
five years, but a broken wrist ended that career. Luckily,
she had started part time again with CIBC in 2001 and is
now full time again as a Personal Banking Associate with
CIBC in Selkirk.

Back Row: Jason, Tricia and Chad
Middle Row: Cal, Ethan, Meagan, Jared, Kerry, Liam
Front Row: Logan and Camryn
Jason – born June 19, 1978, is married to Kerry Ross
of Landmark, MB. They live in Winnipeg where Jas is the
imaging producer for Power 97.5 radio station. He is also
the official voice of the Manitoba Moose, voicing all their
commercials and announcing at their home games at the
MTS Centre in Winnipeg. Kerry is a stay-at-home mom,
who is also taking photography courses. They have four
children: Camryn, born April, 1999, Logan, born June,
2001, Liam and Ethan, born November, 2003 (twins seem
to run in our family).

Dec. 18, 2003
The family continues to live in Lockport, enjoying
the country life. In the winter, Brian and Michael enjoy
snowmobiling, Darlene playing and refereeing ringette
and Shani playing hockey. The summers find Brian and
Darlene doing lots of yard work and Michael is currently
working for The Boat Finders in Lockport and Shani at
the Dairy Queen in Selkirk.

RICHARDSON, CAL and KAREN
Submitted by Karen Richardson
Karen Drayson was married to Calvin Richardson on
Jan. 14, 1978. We have four children: Jason, Chad and twin
girls Meagan and Tricia. Cal was a Royal Bank of Canada
manager for most of 21 years, however, in 21 years, we
moved 7 times. Seven years ago, the bank asked us to
move again. Now having grandchildren, we wanted to be
a part of their lives which prompted a change in careers.
Cal now runs his own business as a Certified Financial
Planner with SunLife Financial in Steinbach, MB. We just
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I began school in Langenburg, SK. in 1960 and lived
there for the next nine years. I have always been interested
in sports and this is where I began this interest, by playing
minor hockey and baseball, as well as any other school
athletics I had time for. My next stop was in Neepawa, MB.
before moving on to Eden and finally Franklin. During
that time, I continued my love of sports and completed
my high school.
During my last years of school, I spent my time assisting in a farming operation my parents had obtained in
Eden. My life was busy with this and a part time job I
had obtained working for Beaver Lumber in Neepawa. I
continued my sporting activities when time would permit,
but now it included obtaining my first car and keeping an
eye out for the girls.
One girl caught my eye in school and shortly after
graduation, I took on a full job at Beaver Lumber and
stepped into the world of marriage. Bev and I had our
first child, Jeffrey, in 1974, just before I was transferred
by Beaver Lumber to Flin Flon, MB. I really loved the
north and this was a perfect fit. Not long after the move,
our second son, Scott was born and we determined at that
time this would be enough.
I truly enjoyed Flin Flon with what it had to offer. The
fishing and camping were great and I found the people I
met to be very friendly. The move up the corporate ladder
now involved a transfer to Nipigon, ON. as store manager. I
spent a couple of years there and really enjoyed the geography that the Lake Superior area offered. However, I really
missed the friendliness of Manitoba and in particular the
north. When I got the opportunity to move to The Pas, I
jumped at it. The store was much larger than I had been
used to working in, and of course, this offered a significant
amount of new challenges. Challenges I met, but did not
particularly enjoy. It appeared to be a 24 hour a day job
that really took time away from relaxation and family.
My first career move from the lumber company was then
to the Manitoba Department of Justice and Corrections
where I became a Correctional Officer and have been for
twenty-five years.
During my tenure in The Pas, we made a move to a
home on Clearwater Lake just north of town. I have lived
there longer than any other place to date. I am currently
involved in an addition and renovations and hope to retire
there.
During my stay in The Pas, I continued my sporting
activities by coaching and playing hockey as well as fastball and slo-pitch. My family continued to enjoy the lake
by waterskiing, fishing and hunting.
In October of 2000, I sustained a life threatening injury
when a quad fell on me during its loading onto a trailer. I
spent many months in hospital as well as numerous operations and plastic surgery.

Chad – born Oct. 2, 1980, is now living in Winnipeg
and is working as a bartender. He will soon start a career
with Canadian National Rail as an engineer.

Chad
Meagan – born Nov. 15, 1981, lives in Steinbach, and
works as a legal assistant with a law firm. She was married
Sept. 8, 2007 to Jared Remple of Steinbach. He is a journeyman electrician.
Tricia – born Nov. 15, 1981, lives in Medicine Hat,
AB, where she is employed as an administrative assistant
at Age Care. She is married to Darryl Penner of Steinbach
and they have a baby boy, Teegan Kaleb, born Aug. 26,
2007.

Darryl, Tricia and Teegan
Our time is spent camping, skiing, snow-boarding, and
traveling and some golf, when time allows.

RICHARDSON, HARVEY W.
Submitted by Les and Marilyn Richardson
I arrived into this world in Gladstone, MB. on Mar. 29,
1955 belonging to Les and Marilyn Richardson. Shortly
thereafter, we moved to Snow Lake, MB. and I lived there
until I was approximately five years old. Perhaps this is
where I fell in love with the north, as this is where I now
reside and have no plans on making any changes.
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Doug attended school in Portage and Neepawa. He
curled, participated in the school musicals and played
hockey for many years. Doug attended the University
of Manitoba where he received a Bachelor of Science in
Agriculture degree in 1989. He married Adele Sebastian
from Montmartre, SK in 1993. They have two children:
Liam (born Jan. 11, 1998) and Landen (born Mar. 11,
2000). Doug works in the Research and Development
Department with Bayer Crop Science. Adele is a certified Child Birth Educator and teaches prenatal classes for
the Calgary Health Region. They lived in Regina, Sylvan
Lake, AB and now reside in Airdrie, AB.
Jeff attended Hazel M Kellington and Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute. He belonged to the Neepawa Rifle
Club and won various trophies in different competitions.
He was also an avid curler. Jeff had always wanted to be a
truck driver from the time he was a little boy. He obtained
his class 1 driver’s licence after he graduated from Grade
12. He drove truck for Cameron Trucking in Neepawa. Jeff
moved to Alberta in 1994. He married Sharlene Weiszhaar
from St. Albert, AB in 1997. They have two children:
Joshua (born June 26, 2002) and Brayden (born Jan. 21,
2005). Jeff works with Transtech Contracting hauling over
size loads mostly around Alberta. Sharlene is a Certified
Management Accountant. They reside in Spruce Grove,
AB.

My woes continued, as in January of 2001, Bev and I
made the decision to part company. The friendship remains;
we simply do not live together any longer.
My two sons currently live in Medicine Hat, AB. Scott
works for an electrical company and Jeff works in the
oil patch. Jeff is currently in his second year as guide at
Nueltin Lake Lodge during the summer months.
I hope to join Jeff next year as I have now made the
decision to call it a career in Corrections. I have plans to
retire in March, 2007, and join the guiding team in Nueltin
for the summers beginning next June.

RICHARDSON, RON and DONNA
Submitted by Mavis (Deveson) Willson

RICHARDON, LES and MARILYN
Submitted by Les and Marilyn Richardson

Donna is the daughter of Jim and Doris Deveson.
She received her education at Inkerman and Neepawa
Collegiate. She was a member of the Inkerman 4-H Sewing
Club. She belonged to Inkerman United Church and taught
Sunday school. She moved to Portage la Prairie in 1959
to work for Manitoba Telephone System, where she met
co worker Ron Richardson and they married in 1966. Ron
then went to work for Inter City Gas. In 1972, he was
transferred to Neepawa and they moved into the house that
George and Verna Deveson lived in. Donna was treasurer
of Inkerman United Church Women for many years, and
even though they don’t meet anymore, she still looks after
the account. She currently belongs to the Arden UCW;
is active in the Neepawa Rifle Club and the Yellowhead
Centre. She joined the Rebekahs in 1959, is very active
in Anemone Rebekah Lodge #23, and recently joined the
Neepawa Oddfellows Lodge. Donna worked at the Arden
Ridge when the Aston’s owned it, helped out at the Arden
Post Office and then became Postmistress, where she is
still employed after 23 years. Ron left Inter City Gas in
1975 to work full time on the farm with Jim. Ron died
very suddenly of a heart attack on Aug. 19, 1997. Donna
continues to reside on the farm. Ron and Donna have two
sons, Douglas (born Sept. 24, 1966) and Jeffrey (born
July 25, 1970).

Marilyn Phillippina Elizabeth (Hertlein) Richardson is
the fourth born to John C. Hertlein and Mary C. (Mund)
Hertlein. Marilyn’s birth was on the homestead in the
Langenburg, SK area on Oct. 13, 1934 with aid from her
grandmother Christina (Esslinger) Mund. In those days,
home births were very common. Sometime after her birth,
Marilyn’s family moved to a farm south of Inglis, MB, later
moving to a farm located east of Inglis. There was another
move and this time it was to the Village of Inglis.
Marilyn finished Grade 6, and then entered the work
force. She was employed by Earl and Mary Jackson doing
housework and being a nanny to their children. Later, she
found employment as a waitress at the Nerbas Café in
Inglis where she met Les Richardson.
Leslie Thomas Richardson is the first born to Royston
and Laura (Bing) Richardson. Les was born Apr. 7, 1933
in Gladstone, MB. He attended grade school at Keyes,
MB and after Grade 6 went out to find a job. He found
employment with the railroad, a bee farm, driving for the
Gladstone Transfer, a paper mill in Ontario, a farm in
Shoal Lake, then for Manitoba Hydro and while working
in Inglis, he met Marilyn.
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Meanwhile, in 1972, Les was working for Kozak hauling cement and gravel as well as being self-employed in
the transportation industry. In 1998, Les decided it was
time to retire, however, he is still called upon to drive semis
hauling goods to various locations within Manitoba. Even
though both are retired, they keep themselves very busy.
Marilyn and Les have raised a family of five:
Harvey Wayne born in Gladstone, MB, Mar. 29,
1955; Brenda Elaine born in Gladstone, MB, June 21,
1956; Calvin Douglas born in Gladstone, MB, Sept. 22,
1958; Debbie Ann born in Snow Lake, MB, Nov. 6, 1959;
Brian Leslie born in Langenburg, SK, Feb. 13, 1961;
Thomas Glen born in Langenburg, SK, Oct. 11, 1963 and
was engaged in a fatal accident; Kathy was stillborn in
Langenburg, SK, Oct. 14, 1964.
Marilyn remembers many family get-togethers when
she was growing up in Langenburg, SK. She recalls ball
games and great times with all her cousins.
Life has been very good to Les and Marilyn. They
enjoy good health, friends and a loving family.
Marilyn enjoys knitting, crocheting, braiding hangers,
different crafts, gardening, reading, canning, baking, board
games, card games, growing potted plants, jigsaw puzzles,
computing and having coffee with friends and family.
Les enjoys jigsaw puzzles, computing, repairing cars
and trucks, cutting grass, giving tractor rides, restoring old
tractors, fishing and flying kites (at his wife’s request).

Les and Marilyn
Les and Marilyn married on Mar. 24, 1954 in the Inglis
United Church, Inglis. After their marriage, they moved
throughout Manitoba including such places as Bagot,
Portage la Prairie, Plumas, Snow Lake, Langenburg, SK,
Neepawa, Eden and lastly Franklin. Les was employed as
a miner in Snow Lake from 1956 to 1960 and in Esterhazy
from 1960 to 1969. While living in Neepawa, he worked
for Edson Trailers and Campers. In 1970, Les, Marilyn and
their family moved to a farm at Eden, and in 1972, moved
to their present location of Franklin. It was in 1972, when
Marilyn decided to seek employment once again. From
1972 to 1980, Marilyn worked at the Neepawa Chicken
Plant. When the plant closed its doors, Marilyn found
another job at Texaco Bulk. From 1990 until 1999, she
worked at the Neepawa Co-op cafeteria. It was in 1999,
when she decided to retire and is thoroughly enjoying
every minute of retirement.

RITCHEY, ELSIE ROWENA (RITCHIE)
Elsie was born on Aug. 12, 1892 to Joshua and
Elizabeth Ritchey. Her early years were spent with her
family in the Union district near Neepawa. Elsie, related
how indebted she was to her father and brother for securing
a pony and cart by which she and her younger sisters were
able to travel to and from school. An aunt and uncle, later
provided her with accommodation in their home which
enabled her to attend high school. With determination,
Elsie surmounted the challenges of getting to school and of
the difficult economic times of the early 1900s, in attaining
her teaching certificate.
Teaching was a key focus of Elsie’s life. She was diligent in preparing lessons, committed to her students and
supportive to her colleagues. She taught school in various parts of Manitoba, including Neepawa, Roblin, North
Kildonan and West Kildonan. She retired from teaching in
1962 at 70 years of age.
Elsie passed away in Winnipeg on Feb. 20, 1992 at
ninety-nine and a half years of age.

Harvey, Brenda, Debbie, Calvin, Brian, Marilyn and
Les.
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RITCHEY, JOSHUA (RITCHIE)

Union district and headed to the Klondike. Although he
panned for gold, much of his time was spent as a mountain
guide for the North West Mounted Police. Josh returned
home the following year, not richer financially but richer
in experience!
In 1898, Joshua built the Klondike Hotel and livery
barn on Mountain Avenue near the Canadian Pacific
Railway station in Neepawa at an approximate cost of
four thousand dollars. It has been said that the hotel was
one of the most modern structures of the time. The three
storey frame building with a basement was heated by hot
air and lighted with acetylene gas. Josh managed the livery
and leased the hotel to J.W. Hazelton.
Always fired with enthusiasm for new ventures, Josh
sold the hotel to John Jackson in January of 1900 and took
up farming in the Edrans district. He took out a contract
under Adam McKenzie to clear a tract of land, which
he completed with the assistance of his son Melville. In
1906, Josh and Melville had a contract with the Grand
Trunk (later known as the Canadian National Railway) to
clear the way for the railway which was being built from
Brookdale to Melville, SK.
Joshua completed the cutting of the remaining timber
on his original homestead near Birnie in 1907, which then
qualified him for a second homestead under the Liberal
government program of member Crawford. On June 30,
1908, when Joshua purchased the big Willoughby barn,
the Neepawa Press reported that Josh “has decided to give
it a name befitting its importance and indicating its utility.
It is henceforth known as ‘Ritchie’s Repository.’”
News of World War I compelled Josh to join the
Canadian Expeditionary Force. In his initial attempt to
enlist, he was declined acceptance because of his age.
Undaunted, he went to another recruiting office where
he altered his birth date to indicate that he was fifteen
years younger. He served with the 226th Battalion at
Camp Hughes from February, 1915 to October, 1916. The
Neepawa Press reported on Dec. 17, 1915 that, “Neepawa
recruits had their first march yesterday and if the sight of
Josh Ritchey (aged 62) the biggest and sturdiest in the
ranks, did not inspire some of the younger men, what will
move them to enlist?”
Josh’s outgoing personality, sense of humour, kind
and generous nature made him a popular figure wherever
he went. Joshua was affectionately known in the community as “Klondike Josh” and “Big Josh.” These nicknames
helped to differentiate him from the other Joshua Ritcheys
in the area, notably his uncle “Old Josh” and his cousin
“Little Josh.”
Elizabeth died in 1922 and Joshua died on Oct. 20, 1928
in Neepawa. Both are buried in Riverside Cemetery.
Ellen died on May 4, 1893 at 7 years of age. Evelyn
married Robert Coulter of Birnie. They farmed in
Pleasantdale, SK for many years. Evelyn died in 1981.

Joshua was born on Oct. 22, 1856 in Wingham, ON,
the eldest child of Thomas and Mary Ann (Hall) Ritchey.
He came to the Glenholm district of Manitoba and in April
of 1878 filed a homestead (16-16-14) north-west of Arden
in the RM of Lansdowne. Joshua, who was adept with
an axe, soon constructed a log cottage, with dove-tailed
joints and well-fitted corners, for his family on the Arden
Ridge.
In 1879, Joshua persuaded his parents and siblings to
come to the RM of Lansdowne. The Ritchey men subsequently filed homesteads in the Arden, Birnie and Ogilvie
areas.

Joshua Ritchey Family circa 1896
L to R: Elsie, Elizabeth, Jean, Evelyn, Laura, Joshua
and Melville
Joshua married Elizabeth Jane, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. David Watson, a well known pioneer family of the
Neepawa area. They have seven children; Evelyn, Ellen,
Melville, Elsie, Jean, Laura and Winnifred.
Joshua did not devote all of his time to farming.
Business ventures and adventures were frequent occurrences in his life. For a period of time in the late 1800s,
he drove the stagecoach from Neepawa to Dauphin. One
story about that era related how Joshua’s son Melville,
at the age of eight, was dispatched on horseback with a
packet of mail to catch up to the stagecoach on which the
mail should have been placed a few hours earlier.
Josh had a great love for horses. It gave him great
personal satisfaction as well as financial remuneration to
purchase a carload of broncos, break them and then sell
them.
A new stable with accommodation for fifty horses,
erected adjacent to the Simpson house in the north-end of
Neepawa in December of 1896, was one of Joshua’s business ventures in the outfitting of horses and rigs. Enticed
by newspaper stories in 1896 about gold to be found in
the Klondike, Joshua sold his well established farm in the
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to getting married. Dora (Mrs. Robert Gray) and Florence
(Mrs. William Savage) presently reside in Winnipeg and
Mary (Mrs. Alex De Groot) in Sidney, BC.
Farming became the way of life for Melville and
Catherine. Melville was a good hunter. He shared his
father’s love of horses and usually had at least five horses
which he adeptly used in doing work on the farm. Catherine
was a capable homemaker, tended the garden, cared for the
chickens, pigs and cows, sewed clothes for their daughters
and assisted with the farm work
In 1928, Melville, Catherine and their daughters moved
from the Helston area to a farm on the Arden Ridge. The
farm had very light soil which made grain farming very
difficult. Harvesting grain was not always dependable for
farm income. “Mixed” farming became the only way to
make a living. The cream truck called at the farm several
times a week to pick up cans of cream and eggs which
were sold to the local store.
In 1944, Melville and Catherine took up a homestead
one mile south of Sinclairville School and one and a half
miles west.
Upon retirement, Melville and Catherine moved into a
house on First Avenue in Neepawa. Catherine was active
in the Neepawa First Baptist Church for many years.
Following Melville’s passing in 1963, she moved to
Winnipeg to be near her three daughters and their families. Catherine passed away in June, 1980 and is buried in
Riverside Cemetery, Neepawa alongside Melville.

Laura married Anson McGorman. They farmed in the
Glenholm district. Laura passed away in 1938. Melville
married Catherine Duncan of Arden. Jean married James
McGorman of Glenholm. They moved to Richmond, BC.
Elsie was a teacher for many years. She passed away in
1992. Winnifred married George Ellis of Winnipeg.

RITCHEY, MELVILLE

Catherine and Melville Ritchey

RITCHEY, THOMAS
Submitted by Jean Alexander
Thomas Ritchey (Tom), his father and his grandfather
were pioneer farmers and longtime residents of the RM of
Lansdowne-Langford. Tom’s grandfather, Thomas Ritchey
Senior, emigrated from Carrowmore, County Sligo, Ireland,
and settled on a farm at Blyth, ON about 1846. He met
and married Mary Ann Hall and they have six children. In
1878, he and his family came from Blyth to 16-16-14 in
the Glenholm district where his son Joshua had filed claim.
The family befriended new arrivals and helped to ease their
transition to a sometimes hostile environment.
Tom’s father, John Wesley Ritchey, 1866-1949, was
the fifth child of Thomas Senior. John Wesley (Jack) helped
to clear land for many settlers and was the capable foreman for Adam McKenzie who operated a vast farming
empire. Jack married Marion McKinnon in 1892. Marion
was born at Tyree, Scotland in 1874 and emigrated to
Canada in 1881. Jack purchased E 25-14-14 in the RM of
Langford which he farmed until 1932 when management
was transferred to his son Bill.
Tom was born to Jack and Marion Ritchey on Sept.
29, 1894. Three brothers, Bert, Stan and Bill arrived later.

Melville hauling water to the steam engine, circa 1908
Melville, only son of Joshua and Elizabeth Ritchey
was born in 1889 in Neepawa. He was a farmer all his adult
life. He married Catherine Duncan of Arden in 1914.
Catherine was a daughter of James and Catherine
(Rimmer) Duncan. She was born in 1892. She was a
teacher and taught at Franklin and Ivanhoe Schools in the
RM of Lansdowne for a few years prior to her marriage.
Melville and Catherine have a family of three daughters: Dora, Florence and Mary who attended school at
Sinclairville, Arden and Neepawa. All three girls became
teachers and taught at various schools in Manitoba prior
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She passed away on May 23, 2006 at age 94. She had
spent 69 years on the Arden Ridge farm which has been
in the family for 85 years. One hundred and thirty years
have passed since Tom’s grandfather became a RM of
Lansdowne homesteader.

Tom started school at Inkerman with a slate and graduated
from Neepawa School with Grade 11. In 1916, during
World War I and at the age of 21, Tom enlisted for overseas
duty with the 200th Battalion Royal Canadian Engineers.
He survived trench warfare in France, slogged through
mud and the cold and was strafed by enemy air power. He
was wounded in action and shrapnel, embedded in bone,
could never be removed. Field rations carried in a tin box
usually consisted of hard tack and mouldy cheese. He
never regained an appetite for cheese!

RITCHEY, THOMAS, SR
Thomas Ritchey Sr. was born in Carrowmore, County
Sligo, Ireland in 1814. He emigrated to Canada circa 1846
and settled in Blyth, ON.
Thomas and Mary Ann (Hall) had a family of four
sons: Joshua, James, John Wesley (Jack), and Thomas and
three daughters; Sarah (died in infancy), Ellenor (Ellen)
and Mary.
In 1879, son Joshua returned to Blyth from the RM
of Lansdowne, where he had established a homestead the
previous year. Joshua, his parents and his siblings then
embarked for Lansdowne. It was an arduous journey by
rail, ferry and horses. When the horses became exhausted,
they resorted to oxen and ultimately arrived at their destination. Other relatives and their families from the Blyth
area soon followed to Manitoba.
Thomas and Mary Ann welcomed and offered shelter
and food to other pioneer families upon their arrival in
the district, and in the process developed friendships with
their new neighbours.
From The Lansdowne Story written by A.F. (Dick)
McKenzie in 1967, it was noted that Mary Ann Ritchey
“was known and loved for her generous nature. Many
a weary traveler found her home a haven of rest after a
hard day on the trail. She was big in another way as well.
Although she had weighed 150 pounds when married, in
later years she reached the unusual weight of 600 pounds
… In spite of her size she was very active on her feet.”
Mary Ann died on July 29, 1892 at 52 years of age
and Thomas on Mar. 5, 1893 at 79 years of age. They are
buried in Riverside Cemetery.
Ellenor married William Howatt in June of 1875.
He managed a bakery and grocery business in Neepawa.
Ellenor passed away June 28, 1922.
Mary married Sam Atrill on Oct. 10, 1887.
Neepawa became the focal point for several generations of the Ritchey family.

Thomas Richey
Tom returned to Canada from the war in 1919.
He married Nellie Nicol in 1923 and purchased E ½
19-14-13W on the Arden Ridge. He cleared more land,
planted crops and raised cattle. Two children were born,
Jean and Hazel. In 1929, he traded his grey Dort toward a
new 1929 Pontiac. In the fall, he took dressed turkeys to
Eaton’s in Winnipeg and returned with a new battery operated Forrest Crossley cabinet radio. On Saturday nights,
the neighbours were invited to hear the National Hockey
League hockey games and to cheer for the Maple Leafs.
Nellie died in 1935.
The dirty thirties continued with drought, dust storms,
grasshoppers and low prices. Red rust destroyed the wheat.
Even so, the depression in Saskatchewan was much worse,
so the community loaded railway boxcars with vegetables, clothing and provisions to be sent west. He and Effie
Alexander were married in 1937. Two sons were born,
Duane and Raymond. He bought a new Ford Ferguson
tractor and rust resistant wheat became available. Soon
the sons were actively involved in the farm management
and today they continue to farm the same land.
Tom maintained a keen interest in the farm until his
death on the farm at age 86. He had spent 59 years on
the land he loved. Effie continued to cook hot nourishing meals, apple pies and biscuits, even in her nineties.

ROBERTSON, ALEX and ETHEL
Submitted by Merv Robertson
Alex Robertson and brother Donald (Dan) were
the sons of Mr. and Mrs. Neil Robertson (nee Marion
McGillvary) of Paisley, ON. Marion Robertson died of
tuberculosis while still in Paisley. Alex and Dan and their
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the group dissolved. Merv and Doreen started curling at
the Cordova Curling Club and have been long-standing
members at the Neepawa Curling Club. They are both
avid golfers and are members at the Neepawa Golf and
Country Club. Merv and Doreen have two children: Kelvin
and Colleen.

father (Neil) moved west to Manitoba in 1907. They first
settled in the Cameron district for one year. They then
moved to the RM of Odanah in the Cordova district, and
purchased a ¼ section of land SE 11-14-17. Shortly after,
they bought the ¼ section of SW 1-14-17, where they lived
until their house was destroyed by fire in 1918.
At this time, Dan married (see Dan Robertson history).
Alex and his dad Neil, moved to NW 31-13-16 of the RM
of Langford which they purchased at that time.
Alex married Ethel White of the Gordon district on
Feb. 13, 1923. Neil continued to live with Alex and Ethel
until his passing on Sept. 7, 1925. Alex passed on in 1970
at age 75. Ethel resided at East View Lodge until her passing May 2, 2001, at the age of 96. Alex and Ethel are both
buried at Riverside Cemetery in Neepawa. Alex and Ethel
have four children.
Gordon, the eldest son, was born on Mar. 30, 1924 at
Minnedosa and never married. He farmed with his brother,
Mervin. Gordon lived with his mother, on the farm, until
1990, when they moved to Neepawa. Gordon now resides
at East View Lodge.
Marion was born Apr. 25, 1925, in Minnedosa and
married Wes Brugger of Minnedosa, Nov. 15, 1944. They
have four children: Doug of Vancouver who died at the
age of 48; Beverly of Winnipeg, who married Calvin
Stonehouse of Fleming, SK. They have a daughter, Alison.
The marriage has since been dissolved and Beverly is now
married to Joe Jozic of Winnipeg; Jeffrey was severely
burned at the age of 10 and died three weeks later in 1962;
Barb married Mike Elson of Winnipeg where they reside.
Marion passed on Apr. 18, 2002 at the age of 76 and Wes
passed on Mar. 11, 2001 at the age of 79. They are both
buried in Minnedosa.
Olive was born on Jan. 6, 1928 in Minnedosa. She
married Don Latter Mar. 3, 1948 and they reside in Melville,
SK. They have one daughter, Darlene, who married Dave
Elchuk and live in Regina, SK. They have two children,
Candace and Tyler.
Mervin Robertson was born Sept. 5, 1930 (see Merv
Robertson history).

Kelvin was born on Aug. 25, 1956 in Neepawa. He
attended Gordon School up to Grade 5, at which time
the school closed and Kelvin began attending Hazel M.
Kellington (HMK) in Neepawa and went on to graduate
from Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute (NACI) in 1974.
He was a member of the Cordova 4-H Beef Club and later
joined the Mentmore Beef Club and finished his 4-H years
there. Growing up, he enjoyed curling and baseball. He
threw his first curling rock in the Cordova Curling Club
and has had a winning record in the sport ever since. He
enjoys golfing as well, when time permits. Kelvin began
farming with his father in 1976 and married Yvonne Novak
on July 23, 1977. They live on NE 31-13-16. They have
two sons, Paul and Mark.
Paul was born Mar. 8, 1980 in Neepawa and attended
school in Neepawa. He was a 4-H member with the Neepawa
Beef Club for nine years, in which he held numerous positions. He took a keen interest in showing cattle and became
an expert fitter, preparing cattle for the show ring. Like his
father, Paul also enjoyed curling, golfing, and baseball,
while growing up. He attended University of Manitoba and
received his diploma in Agriculture in 2000. He worked at
Redfern’s Farm Services as a sprayer operator for seven
years. Paul began farming in 2001 and married Dalyse By
from Kelvington, SK on Dec. 11, 2004. They live on NW
31-13-16, Alex and Ethel’s original home. They have one
child, a daughter, Madisyn who was born on July 12, 2006.
Her birth marks the beginning of the fifth generation of
Robertson’s to live here.
Mark was born on Dec. 1, 1982 in Neepawa and
attended school in Neepawa. He, too, was a member of
the Neepawa 4-H Beef Club for nine years during which

ROBERTSON, MERVIN and DOREEN
Submitted by Merv Robertson
Mervin Robertson was born Sept. 5, 1930 in Neepawa
and married Doreen Crammond of Edrans on July 30,
1955. They farmed and live on NE 31-13-16 of the RM
of Langford. Merv retired from farming in 2001 but they
are still living on the farm. He is still quite active on the
farm and helps out whenever he can. Merv served on
the Manitoba Pool Board in the 60s. Merv has been a
long-standing member of the Neepawa Elks Lodge and
Doreen was a long-time member of the Royal Purple, until
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On June 30, 1909, he married Helen Smith Ramsay
in Winnipeg. Helen was born on June 17, 1883 at St.
Andrews, Fifeshire, Scotland. After their marriage, they
lived at Oakville, Dauphin and then Neepawa where they
raised their two sons: Norman and Charles. In their later
years, Charlie and Helen moved to Burnaby, BC near
Vancouver. Charlie passed away on Sept. 27, 1962 at age
84 and Helen died on Feb. 25, 1968 at age 84. Both are
interred in Riverside Cemetery at Neepawa.

time he held various positions. Mark also enjoyed baseball,
golfing and curling while growing up and is still quite
active in all three sports. Mark received his Bachelor
of General Studies degree in 2005 and graduated from
Brandon University with an Education degree in 2007.

L to R: Mervin, Paul holding Madisyn, Kelvin
Inset: Alec Robertson
Colleen was born Dec. 8, 1959 in Neepawa. She, too,
had her start at the Gordon School for Grade 1. She then
attended HMK in Neepawa and went on to graduate from
NACI in 1978. Growing up, she was a member of the
Belles, Beaux and Builders 4-H Club. After Grade 12, she
went on to take Dental Hygiene in Winnipeg at the U of
M and graduated in 1980. She married Dr. Gary Zimak
of Thunder Bay, ON on Nov. 29, 1986. They spent nine
years in Thunder Bay where Gary had his dental practice.
They moved back to Winnipeg in the fall of 1995 where
Gary now has his dental practice. They have three children
which were all born in Thunder Bay. Brock was born on
Jan. 3, 1991. He is currently attending St. Paul’s Academy.
Alexis was born on Mar. 16, 1992. She is currently attending St. Mary’s Academy. The youngest, Austin, was born
on Aug. 2, 1995. He is currently attending Van Wellingham
School.

The telephone crew – Charlie is the person with his arm
resting on other man’s shoulder

ROBINSON, CHARLES and HELEN
Submitted by Donna Robinson-Stout
Charles or Charlie was born on Jan. 18, 1878 near
the town of Brooklin, ON. in Whitby Township. He was
the tenth child in a family of ten sons and one daughter
of Luke Robinson and Louisa or Lucinda James. In the
late 1890s, he went west to the Portage la Prairie area to
join his brother James, who was farming north of the city.
A few years later, Charlie found employment with the
Manitoba Telephone System, and this would become his
lifelong career.

Charlie in his later years
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only sidewalks in town were made of wood and a Mr.
McLean was hired to keep them in repair. There were few
lights. They seemed to get their power from Mr. Irwin’s
place at Lake Irwin. She does not remember much about
them except that every night they were lighted individually
by a man carrying a long pole. Whatever the power plant
was in Irwin’s farm, her father was kept busy, keeping it
in running order.
The first school she went to was like a double garage
with a row of seats on each side and it was heated with a
coal stove. It was later removed and the Central School
was built on the same grounds. That is where Fenwick’s
and Safeway Stores now stand.
As well as run a busy machine shop, her father also
had a pump factory where he manufactured wooden pumps
with an iron or steel band around them. He painted them
blue. As there were many pioneers settling in the community, making pumps was a prosperous business.”
Thomas passed away in 1915 and is buried at Riverside
Cemetery, Neepawa.
Kate, as she was known, remarried when Thomas died.
She married Harry Aylward on Mar. 23, 1921 in Winnipeg.
Harry worked for the post office and they moved to British
Columbia. Kate lived the last few months of her life with
her daughter, Maggie Evans, in Surrey, BC. She died
on Feb. 1, 1948 and is buried at Mt. View Cemetery in
Vancouver, BC.
The family:
William Thomas was born Oct. 18, 1883 in Ontario.
He came to Neepawa with his family in 1888. He married
Bertha Hallick on June 27, 1912 in Neepawa, MB. William
and Bertha lived in Winnipeg where William was employed
by Eaton’s. William died Dec. 11, 1973 and Bertha died
Dec. 18, 1972 at White Rock, BC.
Mary ‘Mae’ Louise was born Nov. 25, 1885 in
Orangeville, ON. She came to Neepawa in 1888 with her
parents and grandparents. She grew up in Neepawa and
on Mar. 12, 1903 married William Henry Collum. (see
Collum – William Henry and Mary)
Katie – no history.
Violet Maud was born Apr. 29, 1894. She married
Arthur Wilson in 1915 in Neepawa, MB. Violet and Arthur
have three children: Trevor, Rowena and Ray. Violet passed
away May 6, 1954 and is buried in Burnaby, BC.
Maggie Ellen was born Oct. 14, 1896. She married
David John ‘Jack’ Evans at Rapid City, MB. on Mar. 22,
1913. Maggie and Jack have three sons: Percy, Gerald and
Delbert. They lived in Surrey, BC.
Nellie Irene was born Sept. 26, 1898. She married
Henry Hay Bewby on Oct. 2, 1920 in Winnipeg. Sometime
later, Nellie married a Mr. Dunn.
Frederick Alfred was born Jan. 28, 1901 in Neepawa.
He died Mar. 5, 1901.

Norman Percival (1910 - 1977) graduated from the
University of Manitoba in 1935 as a Civil Engineer. During
World War II, he served overseas with the Royal Canadian
Engineers. Later, he was Officer Commanding the 3rd
Field Squadron Militia in Ottawa. Norman was married to
Isabel Vivian, and they have one son: Peter. Peter lives in
Maple Ridge, BC and has two sons: Scott and Matthew.
Norman passed away at Maple Ridge, BC and his ashes
are interred at Neepawa along with Vivian’s.
Charles Gordon lives in Vancouver, BC. He has one
daughter: Leslie Longstaff and two grandchildren, Natalie
and Philip.

ROBINSON, THOMAS and CATHERINE
Submitted by Maxine Woodcock
Thomas Robinson was born Feb. 28, 1858, in Ontario
to William James and Margaret Ann (Cooper) Robinson.
Thomas married Catherine Godfrey “Kate” on Oct.
25, 1882 in Orangeville, ON. Kate was born Catherine
Godfrey, on May 7, 1865 in Orangeville, ON. Thomas
and Kate have a family of eight children: William, Mary
(Mae), Katie, Violet, Maggie, Nellie, Frederick and Robert
(Geordie). They moved to Neepawa in 1888. Tom worked
as a blacksmith, made ball-piene hammers and designed
and made wooden water pumps. He was also a boiler
inspector until his death. The owner of Neepawa Machine
Works in March, 1897, was W. P. Johnstone; he sold it to
A. G. Heys in March, 1897. Later, Thomas became a part
owner of this business. The building was located where
the present Land Titles Office is found.
The following story was recorded in the Neepawa
Press, as told by Mae:
“Mary, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Robinson,
was born in Orangeville, ON in the mid 1880s. She came
to Neepawa when she was a very little girl with her family
and her grandparents, in 1888. Her father had the largest machine shop in town, situated where the Land Titles
building now stands. He repaired all kinds of machinery
and was somewhat an expert on steam engines. He was
made government boiler inspector and traveled around
the country with a horse and buggy. He kept this position
for 18 years and in the latter part of the time bought a car
which was the novelty of the community. People came
for miles to see it. Mary doesn’t remember much about it,
except that it had no running boards, no doors and no top.
There was a top for the thing but her father never used it
because he wanted a safe and sure way of getting out in
case of an emergency”.
She always felt that Neepawa, even in the early days,
was a very pretty little town. There are three or four things
she remembers particularly. One is looking into the valley
and seeing the whole area dotted with Indian teepees. The
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extracurricular activities such as Neepawa Minor Hockey
and the Belles, Beaux and Builders 4-H Club.
Derek played two years of junior hockey here with
the Neepawa Natives after graduating from NACI in 1999.
He moved on to play his final year of junior hockey with
the Nanaimo Clippers in British Columbia and from there
moved to Superior, Wisconsin for four years of university
studying the sciences on a hockey scholarship. Derek is
currently playing his first year of hockey with the Elmira
Jackals in New York, United States.
Barry married Sheila Gunchowski on Aug. 19,
1989. Sheila was born June 9, 1965. Barry works for
BA Robinson Plumbing Wholesale in Brandon. Sheila
works for Agriculture Canada at the Brandon Research
Centre. They currently reside in Minnedosa. Barry and
Sheila have two children: Alyssa Stephanie ~ born Nov.
24, 1991 in Brandon, and Chad Barry ~ born Nov. 1,
1995 in Minnedosa. Alyssa and Chad both go to school
in Minnedosa. Alyssa is active in her dance classes as well
as soccer. Chad enjoys soccer and baseball in the summer
and hockey in the wintertime.

Robert George ‘Geordie’ was born in 1904. He died
in Winnipeg on Dec. 27, 1918 from scarlet fever. He is
buried at Riverside Cemetery in Neepawa.

ROE, RON and JUDY
We still live on the Roe family farm, SE 20-25-14. Roe’s
have lived here for over 100 years. Ron is the second son
of Harold and Eva (Jackson) Roe. Ron and Judy (Cairns)
were married in 1960 and have two sons, Darren (1965)
and Blake (1967). Ron still has a cow/calf operation. Judy
retired in March, 2007. She worked for the Beautiful Plains
School Division for 25 years and left there in 1996 when
Darren and Blake bought the Neepawa Shop Easy Store and
she went to set up an accounting system for them. Darren is
married to Kathleen Williams, daughter of Myrna and Terry
Williams, formerly of The Pas and now living in Victoria.
Kathie teaches in Brookdale and Eden. They have three
daughters: Dariane (10), Kaylyn (6) and Brooklyn (3). Blake
married Kelly Baraniuk, daughter of Lorna and Larry of
Neepawa. Kelly works at the store and has recently taken
over the office duties. (Lorna also works at the store.) Blake
and Kelly have two sons: Jeremy (9) and Parker (5). They
live on the old Salisbury School site so it looks like Roe’s
will be living in the area for awhile yet.

SAGE, ED and DOREEN
Charles Edward (Ed) Sage, born July 16, 1937, only
son and child of Vera (Martin) and Charlie Sage, and
half-brother to Joan (McGillivray), grew up on the family
farm (SW 28-13-15). He attended Hallboro School and
Neepawa Collegiate.
When not helping Charlie with the farming, Ed spent
his spare time playing ball with the Neepawa Cubs. He was
left fielder for 15 years. His team’s efforts were recognized
in June, 2007, when the Neepawa Cubs were inducted into
the Manitoba Baseball Hall of Fame.
After Vera and Charlie retired to Neepawa, Ed continued to farm with Charlie helping as he could.
In December, 1965, Ed and Doreen (Spicer of Swan
River) were married in Neepawa.
Ed worked on the farm and also held off-farm positions. He was ice-maker at the Yellowhead Curling Rink,
in both the old and new buildings. He then moved to the
Yellowhead Arena to make ice. He also ran the Zamboni
when the longest curling rink in the world, at Park Lake
in Neepawa, was flooded and recorded in the Guinness
Book of Records.
Ed is a member of Neepawa Elks Lodge No. 389 and
has served twice as Exalted Ruler, as well as holding other
chairs. He also spent many hours calling Bingo for the Elks
Bingo on Monday nights.
He was a member of the Neepawa Parks board for a
number of years and is an associate member of the Royal
Canadian Legion, Branch #23. Ed served on the board of
the Beautiful Plains Credit Union for many years.

ROWAN, IVAN and DOROTHY
Submitted by Lindsay Miller
Ivan Harland Nelson Rowan ~ born Dec. 1, 1933.
Dorothy Jane Clunas ~ born Sept. 21, 1934 ~ died
Jan. 7, 2001.
Ivan and Dorothy were married on Mar. 26, 1957. Ivan
worked for the RM of Inglis, driving a grader for over 40
years. When he retired in 2000, he and Dorothy moved to
Neepawa. Ivan and Dorothy have two children: Beverley
Anne Catherine ~ born Aug. 25, 1957 and Barry Lyn ~
born May 18, 1966.
Bev married Randolph Merle Miller on Aug. 20, 1977
in Inglis, MB. Randy was born July 14, 1958 in New
Westminster, BC. Randy is the head custodian at Hazel
M. Kellington School. Bev is a housekeeping/laundry aid
at Neepawa Hospital. Bev and Randy have two children:
Lindsay Beverley Dawn ~ born Dec. 20, 1977 in Brandon,
MB and Derek Randolph Jason ~ born May 5, 1981 in
Yorkton, SK.
Lindsay graduated in 1996 from Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute and is currently both a dietary aide
and health care aide at East View Lodge. Lindsay has one
daughter: Madison Sydney Jolene ~ born June 10, 1998 in
Neepawa. Madison is currently a Grade 3 student at Hazel
M. Kellington School. She spends some of her free time in
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Ed and Doreen now enjoy retirement by spending
much time at the cottage at the lake, visiting with friends
and traveling.

Ed eventually rented out the cereal land. Because of
failing health, the cattle herd was sold as was most of the
grain and hay land.
In July, 1971, a daughter Catherine Lorraine was
born.
Catherine attended Hazel M. Kellington and NACI
leaving Neepawa for employment in Brandon and then
Edmonton. She now lives in Calgary and works as a flight
attendant for West Jet.

SCHELL, GARRETT and TERRI
Submitted by Les and Marilyn Richardson

Catherine, Doreen, Ed – June 2007
An interesting event happened in 2006, when Ed and
Catherine, direct descendants of John Layng, were invited
to attend the unveiling of a cairn and plaque recognizing
Layng’s Ford. The RM of Langford’s name is in direct
reference to this ford crossing of Boggy Creek at the John
Layng farm many years ago.
Doreen taught Business Education at NACI until early
retirement in 1990. She was a very active community
member, especially in activities that included Catherine.
She was one of three women who founded and coached
the Neepawa Gymnastics Club; worked for the Neepawa
Figure Skating Club, including the office of President, and
spent many hours working for the Blue Dolphin Swim
Team and their swim meets.
Doreen was also a member of the Beautiful Plains
Horticultural Society and held many offices, including
President. She had many winning entries in shows. She
was one of the original committee that took over the Roxy
Theatre, and she was the building manager for 17 years.
In that position, she applied for all grants and hired and
supervised all upgrades to the building and the contractors
doing the work. She was a member of the Royal Purple,
holding several offices, including Honored Royal Lady, a
member of the Royal Canadian Legion, Branch #23 and
the local retired teachers group, Neepawa and Area Retired
Teachers Association (NARTA).
After retirement, Doreen joined the Board of the Retired
Teachers’ Association of Manitoba, holding many chairs,
and is presently the Editor of their newsletter KIT.

Garrett, Terri and Ty – Christmas 2006
Garrett Schell is the son of Wayne and Brenda Schell
and grandson of Les and Marilyn Richardson.
Garrett and Terri (Abstreiter) live and work in Brandon
and are engaged to be married in the spring of 2007.
Garrett works at Action Power which is a marine and
leisure dealership where he services and maintains boats,
quads, trikes and snow machines.
Terri is from Glenella, MB and works on a casual
basis at two care homes in Brandon. She plans, in the
near future to take the Licensed Practical Nurse’s course
in Brandon.

SCHELL, WAYNE and BRENDA
Submitted by Les and Marilyn Richardson
Brenda is the daughter of Les and Marilyn
Richardson.
She married Wayne, in Neepawa, May 20, 1978 and
they are blessed with three children: Jocelyn, born Apr. 2,
1980, Leslee, born Oct. 29, 1982 and Garrett, born June
8, 1984.
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Canadian National Railway on the section from 1955-1967.
He married Marina (nee Larwood) from McCreary, MB in
1957. At that time, I was teaching at Plumas Elementary
School. In 1960, we bought land where we started a mixed
farming operation. We continued buying land and increasing our Hereford herd. It was then, Don quit working for
CNR and became a progressive farmer. I continued teaching school.
Dale, our only son, was born in 1963. He got his education in Plumas Elementary and graduated from Gladstone
Collegiate having completed Grade 12. He married Barbara
Heintz of Glenella, MB. They have two children: Carissa
and Kyle and presently live in St. Adolphe, MB. Dale is an
auto body instructor at Red River Community College.
In 1977, we sold out and bought a house in Plumas.
Don got a job as a custodian at Plumas Elementary School
and we worked there until we retired in 1993. At that time,
we moved to St. Adolphe to be with Dale and his family.
We lived there four years and enjoyed our grandchildren
very much.
After “The Flood of the Century” in the spring of 1997,
we decided to leave St. Adolphe. This was not a pleasant
experience as St. Adolphe was completely surrounded with
water almost touching the hydro wires in places. Don traveled in a boat helping a farmer sand bag his home and the
yard site as well as some homes outside the dike. With a
compulsory evacuation on Apr. 22, 1997 we moved out,
taking with us only our clothes and a few valuables. We
were lucky to be able to stay with Bernice and Russell
Patterson (Don’s sister and brother in law) in Winnipeg.
The “well built” dike held the water out and St. Adolphe
and our homes were saved. When we returned about five
weeks later, the town was completely dry, which was hard
to believe. What a miracle! It was then that we decided to
move to Neepawa, our favourite town. We had spent a lot
of time coming to Neepawa to shop, going to sports days,
dancing, Don playing hockey, etc. And we knew quite a
few people here as well.
In July, 1997 we moved to Neepawa, living in our
motor home until November when Birnie Builders built
a house for us on five acres of property bought from Don
Flatt which is located off Highway #5 just north of the
tracks.
After quite a few visits from Rev. Garth Neel, the
priest at St. James Anglican Church and encouraged by
our Plumas friend Edna Orr, we joined St. James Anglican
Church. Don and I take an active part in the activities in
this church.
Due to my teaching career, I tutored many students
from Neepawa School and got to know many more people
who continue to be my friends. Don is busy doing odd
jobs around town. He had a great experience helping the
DeKonings by driving a combine for them alongside three
other combines in the same field. He worked in areas where

June 29, 2000
Wayne worked as a heavy duty equipment mechanic
for a few years and has his journeyman’s level. For the past
20 years, Wayne has been employed at Springhill Farms (a
hog processing plant) in the maintenance/engineer department. Retirement still seems so far away.
For the past four years, Brenda has been employed as
a receptionist at Marijka’s Therapy Clinic and Day Spa.
Previous to that she worked at The Neepawa Banner (for
11 years) as a display ad designer and also as a family
daycare provider for 11 years prior to being employed at
the newspaper.
It has been great watching our family grow, marry
and have children. We feel very lucky to have our children
living close to us and our favorite time is when we can
get together.

SCHETTLER, DON and MARINA
Submitted by Marina Schettler

Don Schettler, son of Charles and Katie Schettler, was
born in Winnipeg and moved to Plumas, MB later that year.
He received his education in Plumas and worked for the
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Donna joined the Neepawa Royal Purple Lodge and
has been an active member over the years. She has filled
most positions in the Lodge and was Honored Royal Lady
on two occasions. After 41 years of active membership,
Donna transferred to the Elks when the Neepawa Royal
Purple dissolved their lodge.
Jim and Donna have both participated in many sports
in the Neepawa area. Both have ice skated, bowled, and
continue to curl and golf. Donna has won the Grand
Aggregate several times at the Neepawa Ladies Annual
Bonspiel, and has skipped rinks at surrounding bonspiels.
Jim has been on rinks to represent our zone in regular
men’s curling, senior men’s curling, and masters curling.
Jim was on a rink that represented the Manitoba Elks at
the National Corby Cup and at the Senior Elks Curling
Championship. He has also contributed to the executive of
the Neepawa Curling Club and served as president for two
years. Jim and Donna have followed this love of curling to
attend eleven World Curling events as spectators and have
traveled all over Europe viewing these events.
Donna excelled in 5-pin bowling and twice represented
central Manitoba in the Ladies Western Canada 5 Pin
Championships – once in Winnipeg and the other time in
Vancouver. Jim played baseball for the Neepawa Cubs and
the Eden team and helped both teams win several Neepawa
and District Championships. He was part of the team that
won the Provincial Intermediate Baseball Championship
in 1973 and was a semi-finalist in the Manitoba South
Baseball league in 1974. Jim coached minor baseball for
a number of years. He was inducted to the Baseball Hall
of Fame in 2001 as a member of the Eden Baseball Club
and in 2007 as a member of the Neepawa Cubs 1955 to
1966.
This family was blessed with four children: Donald
James, Valerie Jean, Janina Dawn and Coreen Lee, who
have given them nine grandchildren.
Donald James was born in 1959 and married Susan
Kingdon of Minnedosa in 1985.
They have three girls: Jillian born in 1988, who has
just finished her first year at the University of Manitoba;
Adrienne born in 1994 and is completing her first year at
Neepawa Junior High, and Emma born in 1996 who is
in Grade 5 at Hazel M. Kellington School. Don graduated from U of M with a Bachelor of Commerce degree
(Honours). He then joined the partnership of Gill &
Schmall Agencies in 1981, taking over from Homer Gill.
Susan is a registered nurse and works for the Assiniboine
Regional Health Authority as an operating room specialist. The whole family is interested in sports. Don played
with the Neepawa Farmers Baseball Club for many years.
Don and Susan have both played hockey and the girls are
very interested in baseball, boating, skiing, and golf with
their parents.

he had never been before. We enjoy the many dances in
this area and have met many new friends but we’ll always
cherish our old friends.
We think Neepawa is a beautiful town which offers
us our many needs. We have enjoyed living here for the
past ten years.

SCHMALL, JIM and DONNA
Submitted by Jim Schmall
Jim Schmall, son of the late Frederick and Nettie
Schmall of Plumas came to Neepawa in 1958. Donna is
the daughter of Charlie and Jean Steppler (McKee) of
Neepawa.
Jim and Donna were married in Neepawa United
Church on Apr. 25, 1959 by Rev Earl McDonald and have
made their home in Neepawa since that time. It has been a
wonderful community to live in and raise a family.
Jim taught Grade 8 at the Viscount School for six years
before teaching at the Eden High School from 1964 to
1967. After spending one year at Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute, he became principal of Hazel M. Kellington
School in Neepawa in 1968. He remained there until
1976 when he “retired” after 20 years of teaching to go
into business with his brother-in-law, Homer Gill. Nelson
Shoemaker’s partnership was purchased and the name of
the company was changed to Gill & Schmall Agencies
doing business in the Insurance, Travel, Real Estate and
Investment fields.
Donna worked at the Bank of Montreal for a number
of years before and after her marriage. She was head teller
at the bank for a few years and was always good at keeping
books. After time off to raise four children, she went back
to work at Marr’s Ladies Store in Neepawa. She enjoyed
meeting with customers and getting to know people in the
surrounding area.
Jim and Donna have both been active in the Neepawa
community. They belong to the Neepawa United Church;
Donna belongs to the United Church Women, has taught
Sunday School and has sung in the choir in earlier years.
Jim is on the church board and has taught Sunday School
as well.
Jim has been a member of the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks since 1961, and has played an
active role in the local and Provincial Lodges. In 1993,
Jim became President of the Manitoba Elks Association
and traveled the entire province representing all Elks in
Manitoba. Jim became chairman of the local Elks building
committee in 1991 and this culminated in the building of
the Neepawa Elks Manor Seniors’ Housing in 1992/1993
and served as the first Board Chairman. He has served a
repeat term on the board and remains dedicated to working
toward the continued success of the project.
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occupational therapy business. In 2001, Bob retired from
the Coast Guard and is now a Field Sales Manager for
Max-Viz, a company out of Portland, Oregon that specializes in infrared imaging equipment for all types of aircraft.
Jan continued to work up in Alaska as an itinerant school
therapist, and recently accepted a position with the South
Kitsap School District in Port Orchard, Washington. She
enjoys working with children with special needs. Jan and
Bob now live in Gig Harbor, Washington and have two
daughters: Hannah, born in 2000 in Sitka, Alaska and
Chloe born in 2003 in Dunedin, Florida. Both girls are
very active in gymnastics, ballet, swimming and baseball.
Music is a very important part of their family, and both
girls are playing the piano and actively singing. Jan also
sings in the church choir. When time permits, Bob and Jan
like to ski and golf and enjoy their boat. Both are actively
involved in their children’s sports.
Coreen Lee was born in 1970, graduated from the NACI
and worked at a number of businesses in Winnipeg before
enrolling at the Massage Therapy College of Manitoba. She
graduated with a diploma in Remedial Massage Therapy
and is currently working for Altas Massage Therapy in
Winnipeg. Coreen married Erick Dyck of Winnipeg in
1999 and they have two children: Carson James, born June
5, 2001, and Lindsay Brianna, born May 16, 2003, both
in Winnipeg. Erick is a partner in WRE Developments
with his two brothers Walter and Robert. Their company
owns, manages and develops real estate. Carson has
just completed Kindergarten, and is an active boy who
is interested in soccer, skating, skiing (water and snow),
and swimming. He is also learning to golf with his dad.
Lindsay will be attending her second year of preschool,
and is interested in dancing, soccer, and snow skiing, and
at present is very interested in swimming.

The Schmall Family 2004
L to R: Jillian (16), Adrienne (10), Don, Susan,
Emma (8), Donna, Jim, Alexa (7), Valerie, Greg,
Carmen (9), Lindsay (1 ½), Coreen, Erick, Carson (3),
Jan, Chloe (1 ¾), Bob, Hannah (4)
Valerie Jean, born in 1963, married Gregory Hutsal of
Brandon in 1993 and they have two girls: Carmen born in
1995 and Alexandra born in 1997. Val worked for Wawanesa
Mutual Insurance in Winnipeg for twelve years and was a
Marketing Representative in Winnipeg, southern Manitoba
and Thunder Bay. While working at Wawanesa Mutual, Val
attended night school at Red River Community College
obtaining her diploma in Computer Programming. In 1995,
Val achieved her Associate Insurance Institute of Canada
Designation. Val worked full time in Dick Agencies as an
Insurance Broker. She is currently the Vice President of
the Insurance Women’s Association of Western Manitoba.
Greg attended the U of M and graduated with a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Economics. He followed this up with
his Canadian Accredited Insurance Broker Designation,
receiving the Gold medal. Val and Greg are co-owners of
Dick Agencies, a general insurance office in Brandon. Greg
is a past President of the Insurance Brokers Association of
Manitoba. The whole family is active in swimming, boating, fishing, golf, soccer, skiing and music. Val, Carmen
and Alexa enjoy curling in a weekly league. Val, Greg
and the girls love to travel. They have camped in their
trailer, motorcycled across the United States and traveled
to other countries.
Janina Dawn was born in 1967, completed her high
school in Neepawa and attended the U of M achieving a
degree in Occupational Therapy. She worked for several
years at the Children’s Hospital at the Health Science
Centre in Winnipeg. In 1992, she wrote her United States
exams for Occupational Therapy and moved to Florida
to pursue employment with the Tampa Florida School
District. After completing contract work in Florida and
Arizona, she then accepted a position at HealthSouth
Rehabilitation Hospital in Florida as their senior pediatric therapist. In 1997, she married Robert Yerex from
Detroit, Michigan, who was a helicopter pilot with the
US Coast Guard based in Clearwater, Florida. Bob’s job
took them to Sitka, Alaska where Jan opened her own

SCOTT, ALLAN DAVID
Submitted by Barbara J. Marette
Allan David Scott was born on Dec. 20, 1908, at the
home of his paternal grandparents in Franklin, MB, the
third of the eight children of Hillyard and Maud (Bowman).
Depending upon his father’s place of employment, for
almost the next twelve years, the growing family trekked
back and forth between Minnedosa and Neepawa, where
they finally settled permanently in August of 1920. In
later years, on summer vacations, Allan and his brothers,
Melvin from Detroit and my dad Wallie, would gather at
our house in Winnipeg and reminisce about their years
growing up together. Later in his life, Allan had won a car,
which he would drive to the outskirts of the city, phone for
his brothers to come and meet him and then one of them
would drive the car back through the maze of Winnipeg
streets. Allan loved telling stories about their childhood
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adventures, some of which may have been prone to exaggeration.
When they were barely school age, Allan and Melvin
set out alone from Minnedosa to visit their grandparents
in Franklin. On a Sunday, after church, a neighbor gave
them a ride on the back of his cart for part of the way,
the rest, with much bravado, they traveled on foot. As
Allan described the journey, it was a tight squeeze and
they had to cuddle up with the driver’s daughters, but were
too young to take advantage of the situation. Both were
relieved when they saw grandma standing at the edge of
town, peering out across the prairie, as she waited for
their arrival. Halloween pranks were particular favorites,
like the time when some outhouses were relocated to
the Minnedosa bridge and the woodpile was shifted to
completely cover the doors to Neepawa’s Central School.
Another time in 1923, the Prince of Wales was traveling
across Canada and calling at many cities and towns, on the
way to his Alberta ranch. The brothers and friends hiked
out to the trestle bridge to meet the train. The future King
Edward VIII graciously stopped the train and gave them a
lift back to the station, where the crowds, including their
mother, were waiting for them. All three brothers worked
on the early construction of Riding Mountain National
Park. They piled the feed for the horses on the roofs of the
sheds so that the elk could not reach it and in winter they
put their sandwiches under the horse blankets to prevent
them from freezing. Transportation there was by rail and
apparently, there was one stretch where the train ascended
a steep grade and some daring young men used to hop out
and run along side it.

Allan and Flossie Scott
Flossie was a fabulous cook and the family still use her
recipes. They have two sons: Robert and Bryan. Shortly
after Flossie died in 1971, my sister, Linda, I and our
children went to visit Allan. Flossie had a green thumb
with flowers and Allan was trying his best to follow in her
footsteps. He said that in spite of his attentiveness, all the
house plants had died but one, which was still blooming
beautifully. My nine year old son took a closer look and
exclaimed, “But Uncle Allan, these flowers are fake”. For
about a year after his wife died, Allan lived in Calgary, AB
close to Bob and his family. Later, in Portland, Oregon he
married his second wife, and lived there for nine years,
until her death in 1983. During this time, Allan had a whole
new set of adventures.

Allan (uniform) and siblings Ella and Melvin Scott
Allan belonged to the Masonic Lodge and had been
in the Royal Canadian Air Force, stationed at Brandon,
MB during World War II. He worked for many years at
the Manitoba Liquor Control Commission. Allan outlived
two wives and died within two days of his third. His first
wife was Flossie May Buchanan, daughter of Robert “Big
Bob” Buchanan and Elizabeth Bell.

Allan Scott camping
They went on a cruise to Alaska, flew to Scotland
to walk in the footsteps of his ancestors and frequently
traveled throughout the United States to various Masonic
functions. He reconnected with a childhood friend in 1983
when he attended celebrations for the 100th anniversaries
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Jaime is a Registered Practical Nurse working in Geriatric
Psychiatry. They live in Brandon.

of both Neepawa and Minnedosa. He and Florence Rush,
daughter of Elijah Rush and Elizabeth Raby, married when
they were both in their 76th year and had just short of 20
years together. My brother Barrie and I visited just about
every year and were almost never successful in paying
the bill for lunch. Allan would excuse himself to go to the
washroom and make a beeline to the desk before the bill
even reached the table. Allan spent his last days in East
View Lodge, still displaying his unique sense of humour.
Florence remained at home and was cared for by her niece
Bev. Allan died Aug. 3, 2004. Florence followed him two
days later on the day of Allan’s funeral.
Children of Allan and Flossie are:
Robert Allan 1933-2005 worked for Canadian Pacific
Air, married Leona Brooks, lived in Calgary; children:
Karen Smith (Kevin, Trent, Drake, Alexa); Arthur; Derek
and his wife Kara (twins Nathan and Matthew)
Bryan Weldon 1942-1991, worked for Manitoba
Hydro, married Marlene Wilson, lived in Winnipeg, children Trevor and wife Sandra (Weldon, Stella); Darryl

Back Row: Marvel and David Scott, Robert,
Bruce Aitken, Peter and Janine Scott
Front Row: Janet, Dorothy (Bobbie),
Elizabeth (BettyAnne) Aitken
Betty Anne and Bruce still live on their farm in the
Glenella district, but they too are downsizing. Bruce has
his real estate license and Betty continues with her interest
in natural health. They are very involved with their five
grandchildren as well.
Andrea married Vernon Eby. Having completed her
Bachelor of Education, she taught at Cross Lake where
she met Vern. They now live and both teach in Winnipeg
and area and have two children: Carter (2003) and Morgan
(2006).
David married Allison Penner and they too, live in
Winnipeg. David after attending University of Manitoba
and Red River Community College became a member
of the Winnipeg Police Force. Allison after receiving her
Bachelor of Education teaches in Winnipeg. They have
three daughters: Kahlan (2000), Hannah (2003) and
Brenae (2007).
Peter and Janine continue to live in Winnipeg. Peter
is Operations Manager for Kromar Printing and Janine
recently retired from her educational assistant position
with special needs students. In the summer time, they
are often found at Gimli where they have their sail boat,
and are very involved with the Yacht Club. They have
two daughters. Jennifer is presently reading for her PhD
at Simon Fraser University in Vancouver, having previously graduated from University of Winnipeg. Lindsay has
graduated with her Bachelor of Science from the U of W
and is presently working at the laboratory of the Canadian
Wheat Board. Her hobby is sailing and she both instructs
and competes.
David and Marvel live in the home they built in
Charleswood, MB. Their daughter Carmen was born in
1991 and will be completing her Grade 11 this year.

SCOTT, DONALD J. and DOROTHY
Submitted by Dorothy “Bobbie” Scott
The first part of our family history is carried in the
Eden-Birnie “East of the Mountains” book compiled in
1983 and published in 1984. At that time, we were not
aware that my husband Donald would not be with us today.
Following a brave and resolute battle with cancer, he passed
away on June 20, 1988. He will always be missed but lives
on in the memories of his family and friends. Following
Don’s death, I continued to live in our farm home of 52
years, and having our son Robert and Janet, daughter Betty
Anne and Bruce Aitken so close made this possible. In
1998, I purchased a small bungalow in Neepawa, where
I now reside.
Muriel (Mickie) Dornan, Don’s younger sister died in
1996 and his older sister Mildred Kilburn died in 2005. My
sister Elizabeth (Betty) Bromley passed away in 2001.
Our son Robert and Janet are still living on the farm
at Eden, although downsizing.
Rob has served on the RM of Rosedale for several
years and this keeps him very busy. Janet retired from her
long service at East View Lodge and is always available
to help Rob and enjoy their grandchildren.
Dr. Shannon Scott-Findlay has three children: Matthew
(1999) and twins Sela and Alex (2003). Shannon received
her PhD in 2006 and is now engaged in research and teaching at the University of Alberta, her field being Pediatric
Oncology.
Christopher married Jaime Harapiak and they have
two children: Caden (2002) and Avery (2004). Chris
is a Live Line Journeyman with Manitoba Hydro, and
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Grade 12 in Neepawa High School. Jerry, like his father,
headed west to Banff and Duncan, BC but soon returned
home, where he farmed and worked for the Manitoba
Telephone Co. He married Debra Carolyn Webb (Eng)
(born May 5, 1965) on Sept. 28, 1992 in Neepawa United
Church. Debbie also works for the Manitoba Telephone
Co. They all reside in Brandon. They have three children:
Crystal Dawn, Morgan Lewis and Braden Karsen.
Crystal Dawn (Jan. 18, 1985) is attending Brandon
University and works part time at Applebees Restaurant.
Morgan Lewis (May 24, 1991) is in Grade 10 and
attends Crocus Plains School. He enjoys many sports and
likes playing the guitar. He helps his dad at Avion Foods
Ltd.
Braden Karsen (Apr. 14, 1994) is in Grade 7 and
attends Earl Oxford School. He is also interested in sports
and likes playing the drums.
Brian Garnold Scott was born in Neepawa Hospital
on July 23, 1966. He received his education in Eden at
J.M. Young School and Neepawa High School. After high
school, he attended Assiniboine Community College where
he received a diploma in Agricultural Mechanics. Brian
worked at various jobs in Neepawa and Portage la Prairie,
before taking over the family farm. Brian is the fourth
generation of Scotts to farm and live on this homestead.
He still continues to work off the farm and currently is
employed at TIC Parts and Services as a salesman.
Brian married Michele Dawn Zuke on Oct. 10, 1994 in
Neepawa United Church. They are since divorced but have
one son, Bryce William born May 13, 1997. Bryce attends
Glenella School and is a real hockey enthusiast.
Brian now lives on the family farm acreage with
Donna Joyce Twerdun (Clark) born Nov. 7, 1962 and
Jordon Robert Twerdun born Sept. 14, 1993. Donna works
in Neepawa at Taylor Law Office and Jordon attends Eden
School, participates in several sports and is an air cadet.

David continues with the Winnipeg Fire Department as
a firefighter paramedic, and plans on retiring in 4-5 years.
Marvel, after leaving Northern Telecom, worked for many
years in their church office, and is now working with the
St. James School Division.
Our foster daughter Violet and Ed Dyck are both well
and retired in Winnipeg. Their son, Lawrence retired from
hockey and works at Great West Life Insurance down east.
Lawrence and his wife Lori (Lynch) have two children:
Jennifer (1987) is studying at university and Brett (1993)
is in school.

SCOTT, GARNOLD and ELEANOR
Garnold was born at home on the NE 32-16-14, RM
of Lansdowne on Nov. 5, 1926 the only boy and second
child of five children born to Lewis and Marie Scott. He
received all of his education in the Glenholm School. In
1940, Gar caught polio and spent almost a year of his life
in Children’s Hospital in Winnipeg. He has many happy
memories of his childhood, such as pie socials, dances,
Christmas concerts and card games.
He traveled west to Vancouver in the fall of 1947,
where he did odd jobs such as painting, working in a hardware store and operating a donut machine. By this time,
farming with his father seemed more interesting and prosperous so in the spring of 1948, he returned to Manitoba
and farmed until he moved to Neepawa in 1992.
In 1981, he wrote his real estate exam and sold real
estate for 19 years, part time for Big Valley Realty and
Gill and Schmall Agencies.
On Oct. 3, 1959 in Neepawa United Church he married
Margaret Eleanor Adamson who was born in Winnipeg
on July 16, 1935. Eleanor received her first two years
of schooling at Eden, Salisbury and Springhill schools.
Then in 1943, her mother moved to Neepawa and Eleanor
finished her high school in Neepawa. After Grade 12, she
joined the Royal Canadian Air force and spent the next six
years at various places in Quebec, Ontario, New Brunswick
and Manitoba as well as two years in Grostenquin, France
at two fighter wing. In May of 2006, after 50 years, she
attended a reunion there. Eleanor also worked part time
for 19 years for the Manitoba Liquor Control Commission
in Neepawa.
Gar and Eleanor were blessed with two sons: Jerry
and Brian.
William Gerald (Jerry) was born on June 9, 1961 at
Neepawa Hospital. Jerry was the third generation to attend
Glenholm School. He received his Grade 1 before the
school closed in 1967. Jerry then went to Eden in the big
school for one year before it closed and was demolished. He
had the honor of ringing the bell the last day. He received
his Grade 9 at J.M. Young School and went on to complete

Starting top left clockwise: Brian, Donna, Gar, Crystal,
Debbie, Jerry, Bryce, Eleanor, Jordan, Morgan, Braden
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There is a lot of history on both the Scott’s and
Adamson’s as they both homesteaded in Manitoba in
the 1880s. Such histories can be found in the Legacies
of Lansdowne book on page 414, and for the Scott and
Adamson families in the Neepawa Heritage book.

SCOTT, IDA
Mrs. Scott, the former Ida Ward, was born near Owen
Sound, ON, on Jan. 27, 1871. She was the oldest daughter,
having two older brothers, three younger brothers and one
sister.
In 1887, she moved with the rest of the family to a
farm in the Springhill area. Here, the family was raised
and eventually went their own ways.
In 1903, Ida married Thomas Scott and moved to his
farm one half mile west of Kelwood, MB. While living in
Kelwood, Mrs. Scott was active in all forms of the church
work.
When poor health forced Mr. Scott to give up farming,
he sold to his brother-in-law, Rupert Ward. The next spring
they moved into Kelwood.
Mr. Scott passed away in 1934. Mrs. Scott continued
to live in town until 1938 when she moved into Neepawa.
She lived here until she had to give up housekeeping and
moved into a home in Brandon, MB.
Mrs. Scott passed away in 1968 and is buried in the
Kelwood cemetery.

Franklin, (X marks the Scott house)
My paternal great-grandfather, John Y. Scott, was born
Mar. 8, 1847, in Chinguacousy Township, Peel County,
ON. He was the fifth son in a family of five boys and a girl,
whose parents, William and Eleanor (Barton) Scott, with
their two eldest sons, James and Walter, had emigrated
from Northern Ireland to Ontario in 1837. Like John Y.,
his other siblings, Robert Barton, William Thomas, and
Isabella Jane (Rice) were born on the family farm. On
Mar. 23, 1876, he married Annie Melvin, daughter of John
and Jane (Reed) Melvin, who were also from Ireland. She
was ten years his senior, having been born Mar. 28, 1837
in the same township. Annie’s maternal grandfather was
a Methodist Circuit Minister in Ontario and her mother
used to ride behind him on the horse and lead the singing
of the hymns at the services.

SCOTT, JOHN Y.
Submitted by Barbara J. Marette

Barn at Marvin Beaumont property
Before coming to Manitoba, the Scotts spent 20 years
in Teeswater, ON, where John Y. was a carpenter, who built
banked barns of the wooden peg variety, many which are
still in use. He also built the Agricultural Building, now
preserved by the Heritage Society, who renamed the building, Pioneer Hall. On Mar. 31, 1898, John Y. (51), Annie
(61) and their two children, Hillyard (21) and Eleanor (18),
left Teeswater on the Canadian Pacific Railway to join
John Y.’s brother, Robert Barton at Franklin, MB. They
were accompanied by two other families and four carloads
of implements, stock, household furnishings and lumber,
some of which he used to build his house at Franklin.
John Y. continued to be involved in building houses and
barns, two examples were the one on the Marvin Beaumont

Scott House, Franklin 1908
Annie (Melvin), John Y. Scott, Ella, Minnie and
Charlie Ego
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property and the one built for Sandy Douglas. By 1916,
having found life on their own becoming more difficult,
he and Annie rented out the house in Franklin and moved
in with their daughter, Ella and her husband, Charlie Ego,
in Neepawa. John Y. kept himself busy building a work
shed on the property.
John Y. was a Conservative and was a member of the
Orange Lodge. He adopted the “Y” as a middle initial out
of frustration in trying to distinguish his general delivery
mail from all the other letters directed to J. Scott. To this
day, many of his descendants include their middle initial in
their signatures. When asked for significant dates, John Y.
replied that everything happened in March. He was born in
March, his wife was born and died in March, and he was
married in March, left Peel County for Teeswater in March
and came from Ontario to Manitoba in March.
John Y. died in November, but his will was probated
in March. He and Annie are buried in Riverside Cemetery,
she having died in 1922 and he in 1930. For 68 years
their graves were without a marker, so to commemorate
the 100th anniversary of their arrival in Manitoba, my
brother, Barrie M. Scott and I transported a tombstone
from Winnipeg to Neepawa, where it was set in place in
March of 1998.
Children:
1. William John Hillyard Scott, carpenter, married
Janet Maud Bowman, lived at Franklin, Minnedosa and
from 1920 on Neepawa. Children are: J. Melvin, H. Elsie,
Allan, Wallace, Donald, Orlin, Eleanor, Winona.
2. Eleanor Jane married Charlie Ego, a blacksmith,
and lived at Franklin, and from 1914 in Neepawa. They
had one child, Mary Jane Eulalia (Minnie).

Chris (1974) completed his Grade 12 at NACI and
continued with his education at the U of M, spending
two years pursuing a degree in Criminology. Chris left
university to work for Manitoba Hydro. Chris completed
the Lineman Journeyman program and also obtained his
Liveline Journeyman certificate. Chris married Jaime
Harapiak of Neepawa and they have two children: Caden
born December, 2002 and Avery born November, 2004.
Jaime completed her Grade 12 at NACI and attended the
Brandon University, where she obtained her Bachelor of
Science in Psychiatric Nursing. Jaime and Chris live in
Brandon where Jaime works in geriatric psychiatry at the
Assiniboine Centre and Chris works with Manitoba Hydro
in the Liveline Division.
I, (Janet) retired from my nursing career of 34 years
in 2001. Robert is still involved with farming fulltime and
has been a Councilor for Ward 2 in the RM of Rosedale
since 2000 which he enjoys.
We continue to enjoy our farm life, family and precious
grandchildren and have many blessings to be thankful
for.

SCOTT, ROBERT and JANET
Submitted by Janet Scott

SCOTT, WILLIAM JOHN

This history is continued from the Eden-Birnie history
book of 1984.
Robert and I continue to live on the NW of 15-16-15
in the RM of Rosedale.
Shannon (1971) completed her Grade 12 at Neepawa
Area Collegiate Institute and then continued her education at the University of Manitoba obtaining her Bachelor
of Nursing in 1994 and Masters of Nursing in 1998. In
1995, she married Kevin Findlay and continued to work
and live in Winnipeg, MB. Their first child, Matthew,
was born July 1999. They moved to Edmonton, AB in
October, 1999 where Shannon continued to work full
time in nursing research and pursue her PhD. On Jan. 21,
2003 twins Alexander and Sela were born. In November,
2006, Shannon received her Doctorate of Philosophy in
Nursing. She is presently doing a Post Doctoral Fellowship
in several research projects at the University of Alberta.

Submitted by Barbara J. Marette
My paternal grandfather, William John “Hillyard”
Scott was born Dec.12, 1876 in Chinguacousy Township,
Peel County, ON, the son of John Y. and Annie (Melvin)
Scott. In the spring of 1878, when Hill was just over
two years old, his parents and various members of his
mother’s family left Peel County, where their forefathers
had farmed for over 40 years, and moved to Teeswater in
Bruce County. His sister, Eleanor Jane, was born there the
following year. For almost 20 years, whether they were at
home, at school, at work, at church or at play, Hill and Ella
grew to adulthood surrounded by their mother’s Melvin
and Reed relatives. In 1898, the Scotts left Ontario for
Manitoba, where Hill’s uncle, Robert Barton Scott and
family had settled the previous year. Hill’s family resided
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in the village of Franklin, MB. He had learned carpentry skills from his father and although his projects were
not as elaborate, he no doubt assisted in building their
house, as well as completing some construction jobs for
his neighbours.

Maud and Hillyard, Dec. 9, 1903
The first three of the Scott’s eight children, Elsie
(1905), Melvin (1907) and Allan (1908) were born in
Franklin at their grandparent’s home. In the 1911 census,
the family was in Minnedosa at 45-5th Avenue SW with
Maud’s sister Elsie and her husband. Hill was a carpenter
for the Canadian Pacific Railway and my father, Wallace,
had just been born. Another son, Donald, was born and
died there in 1913. When Orlin, their fifth son, was born
in January of 1917, they were back to Neepawa for a short
stay, returning to Minnedosa by August of the next year
for the birth of Eleanor. At sometime over the course of
the previous years, Hill had worked for Brown Lumber
and Dalton and Wall. Whether from exhaustion or due to
the fact that my grandfather had established more stable
employment with Fusee-McFeetors, by 1920, they were in
Neepawa to stay. Their youngest child, Winona, who was
born three years later, only lived for seven months.

Wedding picture of William John “Hillyard” Scott and
Janet “Maud” Bowman, Dec. 9, 1903 at Franklin
In the 1901 census, Hill was enumerated in the RM of
Odanah as a hired hand, living at the home of his cousin
Robert’s daughter, Ella, and her husband Sandy Douglas.
Hill’s sister, also Ella Scott, married Charlie Ego, the local
blacksmith, in November of 1902. Minnie, the Ego’s only
child was born in the front bedroom of her grandfather’s
house in Franklin in 1903. Assisting with the care of the
mother and baby was my 25 year old grandmother, Janet
Maud Bowman, who had been with the Ira Minion’s family,
but went to help out at the Scott’s when Minnie was born.
Five weeks later, after a whirlwind courtship, she married
Hillyard on Dec. 9, 1903, just three days short of his 27th
birthday. Maud had two brothers, David and Bertrum and a
sister Elsie (Wallace Bradford) in Minnedosa. Due to failing health, Hill’s parents and his sister’s family moved from
Franklin to Neepawa just after the outbreak of World War
I. For roughly the first seventeen years of their marriage,
Hill and Maud, with their growing family, shifted back
and forth between her relatives in Minnedosa and his in
Neepawa. They are enumerated twice in the 1906 census,
first on July 7 in Franklin and secondly, three days later,
in Odanah near Ella and Sandy Douglas.

Wallie Scott on Hill’s Bridge 1938
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Mason. Children were Bob and Bryan. His third wife was
Florence Rush.
4. Wallie married Jane Penman (sister to Mary) and
lived in Winnipeg. He was employed with CNR and was
a Mason. Children were Barbara, Barrie, James, Linda
and John.
5. Eleanor (Ella), single, worked at Wawanesa Insurance
for 10 years, before returning to live in Neepawa.

Like his father and both his grandfathers, Hillyard
was a Conservative and an Orangeman. He was secretary
for the Neepawa Lodge #1494 and also involved with the
Royal Black Knights at Minnedosa. In his later years, Hill
did carpentry around town. One project that I remember is
the old footbridge over the Whitemud River at Riverbend
Park. I believe that it is the same one that the Heritage
Committee used in a picture in the fly leaf of a book to
mark Neepawa’s 100th anniversary in 1983. A group of
Hill’s descendants met in the Park to celebrate the occasion.
Two years before his death in 1943, Hill’s health began
to fail. At one stage, during his illness, he required a blood
transfusion and my dad, Wallie, being of the same blood
type, lay on a table with Hill on the floor and the procedure
was performed by gravity feed.
1943 was a sad year for the Scotts. Within a space of
three months, their grandson Jimmie Scott, son of Wallie
and Jean, drowned on Aug. 14. Their son, Orlin, was killed
in action Oct. 6, his last letter home being one of condolence on the death of his nephew and on what would have
been his deceased grandson’s third birthday. William John
Hillyard Scott died Nov. 17, conveniently in the home of
the undertaker, 252 Third Avenue which is now known as
the Irvine House.

SCRUPA, STEVE and SHARON
Submitted by Steve and Sharon Scrupa
Had anyone asked us, a half century ago, what our
lives would be, would our answers have matched the present reality?
I, Steve, was born and raised on a small mixed farm
five miles north of the then thriving village of Pine River
in Manitoba. My early education was in Fletcher, a oneroom country school two miles from home. My father
Wasyl (Bill) and mother Pearl (nee Kingerski) worked
hard to provide us with a basic living. They believed that
schooling could lead to a better future and encouraged me
throughout my school years. High School was completed
in Pine River and Ethelbert, MB.
As I grew up, I helped on our farm with poultry and
livestock, daily chores, milking, haying and woodcutting.
Often, we would help our neighbours, especially during
harvest time, and in turn, we were helped by those who
lived in the district. Various odd jobs during weekends and
summers filled the time, and years went by.

Elsie, Melvin, Allan, Wallie and Ella Scott 1967
Remaining children are:
1. Elsie married Lindsay Farrell, lived in Neepawa,
and was a fireman with Canadian National Railways, with
children: Elva, Mildred, Betty, George, and Jack.
2. Melvin married Mary Penman and they resided in
Detroit. He was a foreman at Chrysler, a Mason and a
Shriner. Children of the marriage are: Audrey, Joan, Bill,
Wallie, Richie, Robert, and Tommy.
3. Allen married Flossie Buchanan and they resided in
Neepawa. Allen was employed with the Royal Canadian
Air Force, Manitoba Liquor Commission, and was a

Sharon and Steve
During the late fifties, I spent some time working for
Hudson Bay Exploration and Development building remote
wilderness “camps” and for Midwest Diamond Drilling in
remote locations in northern Manitoba. Seeing a somewhat
restricted future, in 1961-62 I went to Manitoba Teacher’s
College in Winnipeg and in the fall of 1962, began teaching
in Alfred School in Kinosota, MB where I taught for two
years before moving to Alonsa School in 1965.
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Christ Lutheran Church in Waldersee was and continues to be an integral part of our family life. I’ve been
a choir member, accompanist and choir director, sometimes all three at the same time. A highlight occurred in
1995, when the church celebrated its 100th anniversary.
I continue to be one of the organists for our church and
hope to be able to carry on in that capacity for many more
years.
My high school education was completed in Plumas
and then to University of Manitoba in the fall of 1966 to
take education training. This was the first year that education was taught at the university campus, not at Teacher’s
College, and it was still a one-year program at that time.
This was also a time when there was a dire shortage of
teachers and tuition fees were waived. I received my
temporary teaching certificate (it became permanent only
after completion of two years of summer courses) in June
of 1967 and accepted a position teaching Grades 4 and 5 at
Alonsa School where Steve was the principal. My plan was
to teach in Canada for two to three years and then travel to
Australia for a time. Meeting one’s life partner has a way
of changing plans … I have yet to visit Australia!
When our son Chris was born, I left teaching to be a
full time mom and didn’t return to teaching until 1983,
when our daughter Katherine entered Kindergarten. The
Kindergarten teacher position was open at that time and I
was hired as the teacher for that class.
The sewing skills I learned as a 4-H member have
always been put to use; clothing items for myself and
my family, draperies and upholstery for our home, some
custom sewing of bridal and graduation gowns, costumes
for school plays, and gymnastic and figure skating outfits.
Since moving to Neepawa, I have become a member of
the Tangled Threads Quilt Guild and have found new challenges to my creativity.

Sharon and I met in 1967 when she came for an interview as teacher for the Grade 4 and 5 class at Alonsa. We
were married in 1969 and lived in a small teacherage.
Two years later, largely because of inadequate available
housing in the village, we bought a redi-built house from
Ste. Rose du Lac, MB.
I, Sharon, was born in Neepawa Hospital, the seventh
child of Frieda (nee Schettler) and Adolph Mauthe and
the only one who wasn’t a home birth. I grew up on the
family farm in the Waldersee area and attended the oneroom - all grades Maitland school for Grades 1-8. With no
school bus, the 1 ½ miles to school was covered by foot in
winter unless the weather was too cold or stormy and then
Dad would hitch up the horses to the sleigh and I would
keep warm under the horse blankets. I do remember a few
times when there was so much snow that I walked on top
of the snow banks. Other times of the year I would ride
my bike. If my timing was right I would meet with the
Breckman girls at the corner. They got to ride horses to
school! My bike would be placed into hiding in the ditch
and I would scramble up behind one of the girls to ride
bareback the rest of the way. Because there were students
who rode or drove horses to school, there was a barn with
a hay loft on the school grounds. It was great fun to climb
into the loft, toss down a pile of hay and proceed to jump
down into it. Some of us even tried to see if a blanket
would act as a parachute … miraculously there were no
broken bones! The same barn made for an exciting game
of ante-ante-over, and having the horses roaming freely
on the school grounds made for some interesting baseball
games. Soccer, or a form thereof, was a winter sport with
goal posts consisting of sweeping compound bins; and a
new fall of snow meant a renewed fox and goose circle.
On occasion, we would bring skates. With some older boys
wielding the shovels, the snow would be cleared from the
nearest farm dugout (about ½ mile from the school) and
our noon hours were spent skating. When I look back
on my childhood and school years and compare them to
the rules, regulations, and organized activities of today, I
marvel that any of us survived, but survive we did, very
happily, with never a complaint of being ‘bored’.
The physical limitations imposed by a congenital heart
defect became more apparent as I grew older and in 1960
at Children’s Hospital in Winnipeg, I underwent open heart
surgery to correct the defect, a procedure that is almost
commonplace today but then was still in its developmental
stages.
Growing up on a mixed farm meant there were always
animals to be attended to and chores to do. My chores
were to gather the eggs and to bring in the firewood for
the kitchen stove. In my teens, I helped with milking and
learned how to place sheaves in a stook so that it would stay
upright. I was also the driver of the Allis-Chalmers tractor
while Dad was on the binder to produce the sheaves.

Chris, Nicholas, Benjamin, Angie
Our son Christopher (Chris) was born in 1974 and
daughter Katherine (Kat) in 1978. They both completed
Grade 12 at Alonsa School and attended the U of M.
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Robertson Museum and the volunteer fire department. The
museum board was especially rewarding because history
and geography are of special interest to me. Through these
groups, I met and worked with many knowledgeable and
capable people. Many opportunities arose that involved
special projects and events.
During the 1970s, by taking summer session courses
and winter extension courses, I was fortunate to complete
my Bachelor of Arts and my Bachelor of Education and
to carry out the duties of teacher and principal at Alonsa
School, which went through a number of interesting and
often challenging changes. Classroom teaching at the
Junior High level became my main professional activity in the late 1980s. In 1993 a triple bypass encouraged
us to seriously consider my retirement from teaching. I
retired in 1997. During the intervening years, we took
time to review various retirement options and decided
that Neepawa was the place we wanted to be. Our decision was based on several factors including the full range
of available services, activities and facilities without the
drawbacks of living in a larger centre. We were glad to find
an ideal place on the edge of town where we can enjoy
the space and tranquility and yet have the convenience of
living close to town. Our house came with us to Neepawa,
using the same mover who had brought it to Alonsa in the
early 1970s.
Since then we have kept busy on our plot of land,
developing our flower beds, our fruit trees and the vegetable garden in summer. We also worked toward finishing
our basement, visited our children and grandchildren, traveled a little and joined several organizations and activities
in our new community. We have found time to relax too,
on our patio on nice summer mornings with our breakfast
and coffee, enjoying the birds and the blossoms.
Among our other activities, we have been able to go on
some trips. In May of 2005, we went to Campbell River on
Vancouver Island, which was the starting point for a cruise
on the Aurora Explorer, a working boat serving communities along the coast of British Colombia. There are many
fishing, mining, logging and tourist spots in the bays and
fjords of the mountainous coast. We were able to see these
up close and first hand. It was certainly an adventure tour,
for we were there when the pilot manoeuvred through
narrow channels with racing tides, tied up at log booms
overnight, brought the boat in close to huge waterfalls,
loaded and unloaded supplies, fuel and machinery, and
fought the rip tides in the Discovery Passage.
More recently in March of 2007, we went to visit
Chris and his family in Ecuador. This trip, too, brought
us quite a number of once-in-a-lifetime experiences. On
one occasion, we traveled through the heart of the Andes
mountains along a steep winding trail that in places was
just a narrow cart track, with tropical cloud forest on the
cliff to the left and, less than a metre away on the right, a

Chris became an engineer in oilfield services and moved
to Alberta. He had met Angela Hruda while at university
and they married in 2001. We now have two grandchildren: Nicholas (Nico) and Benjamin (Ben). The family
is currently living in Quito, Ecuador where Chris continues working for his employer in Ecuador, Columbia, and
Peru.
Our daughter, Katherine is in Winnipeg, employed by
a printing company. She enjoys the variety in her work and
we are glad to have her nearby so that we can exchange
visits from time to time.

Katherine
During the time our children were growing up, we
all took part in many varied and interesting activities. We
bought a travel trailer in the late 70s and used it extensively. It went with us to Prince Edward Island, to British
Colombia, to Washington State, many of the Northern
States across the continent and into northern Manitoba,
several times in some cases. We often camped weekends
closer to home in Riding Mountain National Park and in
the Duck Mountains.
In Alonsa, Sharon and I and our family were involved
in community activities. Sharon and fellow teacher, Pat
Bywater (Mills), restarted the 4-H club, and we both were
leaders at the local level for many years. Sharon also
contributed at the district level. Both children were 4-H
members and also participated in various sporting activities; Katherine in figure skating and gymnastics; Chris in
minor baseball and hockey for a time. Since Mt. Agassiz
ski area was so near, they were on the slopes most winter
weekends and each attained their ski instructor certificates.
While at university, Chris also became a member of the
Canadian Ski Patrol group.
Our family has always believed in participating and
serving in the community when need arose or opportunities
came. For many years I served on the Turtle River School
Division Teacher’s Association in several roles at different times, on the Alonsa Village Council, the boards of
directors of the skating club, the community hall, the Alex
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John and Anne raised their family of six, on the farm
in the RM of Lansdowne. They raised cattle, pigs and
chickens, and grew crops every year; until 1994, when
John and Anne moved into Neepawa. John passed away
in April 1997 from emphysema and Anne continues to live
in their home in Neepawa.
John and Anne have six children: Ann Ducharme,
Raymond Kolesar, Jean Seaborn, Cheryl Unger, Alan
Kolesar and David Kolesar.
Jean Margaret Kolesar was born in Neepawa, on June
24, 1954, the third child in the family of six. Jean attended
Glenholm School from Grades 1-8. It was a two-classroom
school with nearly 20 students. The highlights were the
annual summer picnic and the Christmas concert. The
school was closed in 1968. The next year, Jean attended
school in Eden for Grade 9, and then continued her education at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute.
As a young girl Jean enjoyed playing ball with her
siblings and the neighboring farm children, after the chores
were done. Jean continued to play ball, playing in tournaments in the ladies fastball leagues in Alberta and British
Columbia, later on she enjoyed slo-pitch. She worked in
the Bamboo during summer holidays; her first full time job
was at Edson Industries. From 1973 to 1992, she worked
at various jobs mostly in the retail industry, taking time
out to receive her Office Administration Diploma. In 1999,
Jean joined Robert in the trucking industry. Over the years,
they traveled to almost every state and province. On Nov.
6, 1971, Jean married Robert George Seaborn.
Robert George (Bob) was born in Winnipeg in March
1951. He lived on the farm in the Mentmore district with
his parents Leonard Edward Thomas and Alison Grace
Cameron (Milne) Seaborn and his one sister, Bev. As a
youngster he attended Gordon School until 1960, when
the family moved to Neepawa. Robert attended Viscount
School, then NACI, where he excelled in track. After graduation, he worked for Swift’s. In 1970, he moved up to
Thompson and was employed with Northern Construction,
where his mining career began. He then moved further
north to Leaf Rapids, driving as far as Cranberry Portage,
then putting the car on the train, and flying in to Leaf
Rapids, as there was just a trail for a road. Robert was
employed in the mining industry from 1972 to 1989, operating heavy equipment. In 1990, in Nelson, BC, he began
his trucking career, purchasing his own rig, a 1986 Western
Star, and working up to a 1998 Kenworth. In 2003, after
selling the Kenworth, Robert started driving for Gladstone
Transfer, where he is currently employed.
Robert and Jean have two children, Patrick and
Corinna.
Patrick Sean was born on Apr. 24, 1972 in Neepawa,
which was home for only three months. In July 1972,
Patrick and his parents, Robert and Jean moved to Leaf
Rapids, the first of many moves for the family. Patrick

steep drop of thousands of feet with a tiny stream barely
visible below.
Sharon and I also stood at the equator at the spring
equinox, latitude 00 00’ 00 and gave the thumbs up sign to
the sun god of the indigenous people of Ecuador. We both
enjoyed the adventure immensely and brought home many
mementos, photos and special memories in our hearts and
souls.
Fifty years ago, neither Sharon nor I could have foretold how privileged we would be to have each other, our
reasonably good health, our children and grandchildren,
family, friends and our community.

SEABORN, ROBERT and JEAN
John Joseph Kolesar was born Jan. 11, 1921, to
George and Emma (Dalejcik) Kolesar in Huns Valley
(now Polonia). John was the second child of 13, brother to
Marie, George, Eleanor, Anne, Agnes, Paul, Henry, Albert,
Josephine, Fred, Elizabeth, and Sam.
John received his education at Polonia, attending
only to Grade 8, as an extra pair of hands was needed on
the farm. Later, as a young man, John worked as a farm
hand with threshing gangs and worked in bush camps in
Ontario. In 1945, he purchased his own farm in the RM
of Lansdowne. John always enjoyed fishing and hunting;
squirrels for their pelts and big game for their meat.
On July 11, 1950 John married Anne Smoley.
Anne Smoley was born Mar. 20, 1929, to Nicholas and
Maria (Nadzam) Smoley of Posa, Czechoslovakia (now
Slovakia).
Anne was the only daughter, sister to John, George
and Michael. Anne didn’t know her father Nicholas, as
he came to Canada by ship in May 1929. He worked as
a farm hand, working only for room and board before
buying a piece of land in the Hallboro area. Anne received
her education at Posa, and at a young age she helped her
mother work in the fields (their pay would be grain or
flour); she would gather eggs, which were sold for income
or traded for sugar or salt, and Anne tended to their one
cow, walking it to and from the pasture. During World War
II, their home also became home to soldiers, living with
them for five months.
Their journey to Canada began on Sept. 8, 1949, as
Anne and her mother Marie boarded the train headed
for Liverpool. On Sept. 13, mother and daughter set sail
aboard the Aquatania, arriving in Halifax six days later. In
Halifax, Anne and her mother boarded the train to arrive in
Hallboro, MB on Sept. 23, where Anne was reacquainted
with her father.
Anne worked as a hired girl, cooking and cleaning,
until her marriage to John Kolesar.

685

southwest of Gladstone). Sarah’s parents immigrated to
Canada and came to the Pine Creek district in 1901. James
and Jane had been married on July 1, 1887 at Saintfield,
County Down, Ireland. In 1904, James, Jane and seven
children immigrated to Canada. They had to leave one
son in Ireland with relatives, as he was too sick to travel.
This must have been devastating to have to leave a family
member behind, knowing that you were never going to see
him again. Mom was born in Ireland on July 1, 1901. Dad
and mom farmed in the Pine Creek district and all five of
their children were born there.

enjoys playing hockey, starting at the age of five and
continues to play today. As a young boy, Patrick and his
Dad would be out on the boat fishing, on the Churchill
River, arriving home with their limit. Fishing and playing hockey are still his favorite hobbies. He also enjoys
hunting, just like his grandpa. After graduating from
high school in Nelson, BC, Patrick attended college in
Kamloops, receiving his first year Commercial Highway
Transport Technician. In 2000, Patrick married Denise
Mainprize, in Brooks, AB, where Patrick and Denise and
her three children Christopher, Michael and Jessica reside.
Currently, Patrick is employed on the service rigs in the oil
industry and Denise owns her own cleaning service.
Corinna Michelle was born on May 5, 1974 in
Neepawa, as Leaf Rapids had a nurse’s station, but no
hospital. Corinna and her family were now able to drive
to Thompson and then fly to Leaf Rapids from there.
Corinna enjoyed playing hockey, the only girl on her
team for two seasons. She also enjoyed soccer and swimming. Corinna would often be found at the fishing hole
with her brother, Patrick. After graduating from NACI in
1992, Corinna worked at Dairy Queen, and then moved
to Dauphin where she worked at Meyers Norris Penny.
In 1996, Corinna graduated from Assinboine Community
College in Brandon with a Business Administration
diploma, and then continued on to receive her third year
Certified General Accountant. She is currently employed at
Parkland Regional Health Authority in Dauphin. In 2003,
Corinna married Sheldon Darren Leith Love of Dauphin,
where they reside. Sheldon is employed at Love & Persson
Group. Corinna and Sheldon have one daughter. Madison
Lynn Grace Love was born on Apr. 30, 2007 in Dauphin,
MB.
The Seaborn family moved numerous times, from Leaf
Rapids to Alberta, then moving to British Columbia, and
coming full circle back to Neepawa in 1991. Currently,
Robert is employed with Gladstone Transfer and Jean is
employed at The Neepawa Press.

Arnold and Sarah Sealey, November 1951
The children were:
Alice (1920-1994): She worked for a photography
company. She married Mitcheal Kusyk (deceased) of
Winnipeg. They spent all their married life in Winnipeg.
Mitchael served in the army in World War II. They had
three children: Myrna, Linda and Bruce.
Arnold (1922-1999): He married Lenore Walkins of
England. Both Arnold and Nora were in World War II.
Nora was a war bride. They had eight children, namely
Brenda, Donna, Arnold Jr., Patricia, Joyce, Mark and
Marion (twins) and Allan. Nora is also deceased.
Joyce (1927): She became a teacher and married
George Weirer of Isabella, MB. George (1915-1993) was
a veteran. They have a son, Tim, who took over the family
farm. George and Joyce retired to Birtle. Joyce still lives
in Birtle.
Bruce (1929-2005): He married Margaret Nickol of
Belmont, MB. They had three children: Gavin, Dawn
and Brydon, who is deceased. Bruce and Margaret were
divorced. Bruce married Marlene Daxeter of Winnipeg.
Bruce became a professor at the University of Manitoba.
Bruce and Marlene later retired to Chilliwack, BC. Bruce
passed away suddenly in September of 2005. Marlene still
resides in Chilliwack.

SEALEY, ARNOLD and SARAH
Submitted by daughter Elsie Evenson
Arnold Sealey was born to Annie and Walter Sealey
of the Union district east of Neepawa on Mar. 4, 1893. He
attended Union School. Gramma became a widow when
Arnold was only 9 years old. He had to quit school and
grow up very quickly and was working full time at home
and by age 10 was working for a neighbour for a wage.
After Annie married Frank Rikley, Arnold left home to
work for a neighbour full time.
In 1915, Arnold became an independent farmer. On
June 25, 1919 Arnold married Sarah Campbell (daughter
of James and Jane Campbell of the Pine Creek District
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that ground steel and produced fine polished material such
as fishing gear, needles, and wheels for clocks. Inhaling
dust was likely the reason doctors suggested he get a job in
the open air, thus the move to Canada, arriving in Neepawa
in 1888. They spent the winter of 1888-1889 with the Alex
Cruickshank family in the Oakdale district. Grandpa’s
brother Owen and his wife Annie also came to Canada at
the same time they did. Owen was a carpenter and during
the first winter, made all the furniture for Grandma and
Grandpa and themselves.

Elsie (1934): She married Roy Evenson of the Plumas
district. Roy is deceased (1929-2001). Elsie makes her
home in Gladstone. (See Roy Evenson history)
In 1934, Arnold, Sarah and family moved to one mile
south of the Arden ridge. Mom and dad farmed in the
RM of Lansdowne for many years until Dad’s poor health
prompted them to retire to Neepawa in the mid 50s. Dad
was an all-round farmer with horses, pigs, grain, cattle and
poultry, etc. They always had a great big garden and it was
more than mom ever needed. She always canned lots and
was always so happy to have extra to give away. Times
were tough when we were growing up but we always had
lots to eat. Mom and Dad celebrated their 50th Wedding
Anniversary in 1969 with lots of family and friends who
attended a supper and a come-and-go tea in their home
in Neepawa.

Walter Sealey, 1898
Grandpa received the title to his land in 1892. Life was
getting better when tragedy struck. Grandpa died suddenly
on May 15, 1902. The cause of death was the hemorrhaging of the lungs, probably caused by working in the needle
factory in England.

L to R: Joyce Weirer, Arnold Sealey, Elsie Evenson,
Bruce Sealey and Alice Kusyk, October 1951
Mom liked to write poetry. The family gathered them
all together and put them in booklet form which all family
members and many friends received. Although times were
difficult growing up, we lived in a house that was full of
love and laughter. Mom also has written a song and had
it set to music and a record was made of it.
Dad passed away suddenly from a heart attack on
June 21, 1971. Mom spent 13 years at the Third Crossing
Manor Personal Care Home in Gladstone, MB suffering
from Alzheimer’s disease. She passed away in December
of 1991 at the age of 90. Mom and Dad are buried in the
Riverside Cemetery at Neepawa.

SEALEY, WALTER and ANNIE
Submitted by granddaughter Elsie Evenson
My grandmother, Annie Bennett, married my grandfather, Walter Sealey on Apr. 15, 1883 in Redditch, England.
Walter was born July 11, 1859 and Annie was born Apr. 15,
1861. My grandfather worked in a Fordge Needle factory

Annie (Sealey) Rikley 1898
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seeing action at Passchendaele. He was wounded in the
arm during that battle, however not seriously. After his
return from World War I hostilities, he again settled in
the Plumas area and farmed with his brother, William,
about one mile north of the town of Plumas. In 1920 he
married Bertha Marchington, a school teacher, from the
Tenby district.

At the age of 41, Annie was a widow left with five
children: Eliza 18, Gertrude 14, Laura 12, Arnold 9 and
Leslie 7. Eliza married Adam Steiss in 1904 and left home.
Gertrude died of the flu in 1905. In that same year, Annie
married Frank Rikley. This was not a happy marriage and
they separated in 1932. After the separation, Grandma
lived among her family for a number of years. She lived
in various apartments in Neepawa and in later years, her
daughter Eliza lived with her.
In 1952, Grandma passed away in a care home in
Minnedosa at the age of 91 years. Walter 1859-1902,
Gertrude 1888-1905 and Annie 1861-1952 are all buried
in the Riverside Cemetery in Neepawa. Frank Rikley is
also buried in the Riverside Cemetery.

SEDDON, JOSEPH and BERTHA
Submitted by Harvey Seddon

Bertha Seddon, about 1916
That marriage produced five sons and three daughters.
In order of birth are Winnifred, Bruce, Harold, Elaine,
Phyllis, Philip and Frank and Harvey (twins).
Winnifred, now widowed, married Don Macdonald
of Lockport, MB and they had two children: Patricia and
John. Winnifred is currently living in Calgary but will be
moving to Chilliwack, BC in the near future.
Bruce married Shirly (Dunn) of Wawanesa, MB. They
had four children: Kevin, Sherry, Tracy and Pamela. He
was employed by the Wawanesa Mutual Insurance and
lived in Wawanesa during his working years and eventually retired there. Bruce passed away in 2003 and Shirly
passed away in 2006.
Harold, a bachelor, farmed on the home farm for a
number of years and eventually retired from farming. He
now lives one half mile east and one mile north of the
town of Arden.
Elaine, a homemaker, married Ian Grant, a pilot for
Air Canada and they resided in Mississauga, ON. They had
two children, Gail and Peter. Ian passed away in 2003.
Phyllis (Teddy) was married to Edward Taylor and they
lived in Calgary. They had one child, Jody. Edward passed
away in 1981 and Teddy continues to live in Calgary.
Philip married June (Butterfield) of Alexander, MB
and had four children: Heather, Brian, Barry and Cindy.
Philip is now retired but worked for the Canadian Pacific
Railway and he and June live in Winnipeg.

Joseph Seddon, 1916
Joseph Seddon was born in Wigan, Lancashire,
England Dec. 17, 1882. He emigrated to Canada in 1905
and worked in several areas of Manitoba as a farm hand.
In 1910, he moved to the Plumas district and continued his
employment as a farmer. At the outbreak of World War I,
he joined the army and served overseas from 1916-1918
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Frank married Lois (Birch) of Birnie, MB. They had
three children: Neil, David and Leanne. They lived in
Victoria, BC. Frank was in the Canadian Armed Forces
(Navy) for 28 years and after leaving the Forces he worked
for the City of Victoria before retiring. Lois passed away
in 2004. Frank continues to live in Victoria.
Harvey married Ruth (Lees) of Arden. They had three
children: Harvey, Joanne and Dale. He was employed
by the Federal Government, Department of Transport
during his working years. He is now retired and lives in
Calgary.
The family’s early years saw them living on several
different farms around Plumas, Keyes and Arden during
the Depression and World War II years. These years were
difficult for many people, the Seddon family included.
Mrs. Seddon recalls the family moving from one farm to
another during the Depression and passing other families
on the road doing the same, wagons loaded with their
possessions, moving to another home and most with
the hope that they would not have to move again. These
moves resulted in the children being schooled in Plumas,
Florence, Twyford and Arden.
The farms they lived on are (1) one mile north of
Plumas, (2) a farm remembered as the Rogers farm near
Florence School, (3) a farm remembered as the Powell
farm, 3 miles east of Arden, (4) Keyes, (5) finally they
purchased a farm at Arden in 1939, N ½ of 7-15-13, one
mile south of the town of Arden.

Submitted by Kris Servante

Fred and Kris
Fred retired from the store and post office in 1975. Our
family had grown up and left home, so we decided to come
to Neepawa, and discovered a great place to call home.
We rented a suite on William Street for nine years.
Fred was recovering from major surgery, and enjoying
his retirement along with his friends: Fred Strohman, Ken
Spackman, Ralph Kilburn and Ed Ellis. He worked at
Lyle Watson’s Service Station and car-wash, and “kept
the wolf from the door” until he got his Old Age Pension
and Canada Pension Plan. I was teaching Language Arts
at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute, and found the short
walk to work a pleasure after commuting from Birnie
for ten years. I spent several summer months, and winter
evenings taking courses, finally earning my Bachelor of
Teaching from Brandon University.

Joseph and Bertha Seddon, 1956
Joseph Seddon was active in the life of the Anglican
Church at Arden and served as the rector’s warden at one
time. He was also active as a member of the Arden Royal
Canadian Legion Branch #144. Mr. Seddon passed away in
1974 at the age of 91 and is buried in the Arden Cemetery.
Mrs. Seddon passed away in January 1984 at the age of 89
years and is also buried in the Arden Cemetery.

Fred Servante
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Kitchen Manager at the Ranch Golf and Country Club just
out of Edmonton.
Bill and his wife Lourdes (Perez) live in Calgary
where Lu worked for years as a nurses’ aide in a personal
care home. She now operates Lu’s Home Care and
Cleaning from their home. Bill earned an associate degree
in Community and Regional Planning at Mount Royal
College. He has worked for the City of Calgary for 31
years and is presently with Land Information Management
as Coordinator of Geometrics. Lu’s daughter Mia, lives
in Canada and the Philippines. She is an accountant with
Philippine News.
Nancy and Woody Kehler and their three boys moved
from Brandon to British Columbia in 1989. Nancy and
Woody now live in Vancouver. Woody is SecretaryTreasurer for the School Board in West Vancouver, BC.
Nancy became a teacher, and is now a school psychologist in Burnaby, BC. The boys and their partners are all
working at various jobs across the country, with Robin and
Jean in Vancouver, Drew and Heather are in Calgary, and
Monte and Sara are in Iqaluit, Nunavut.
Our immediate family now includes members from
eight countries, all happy to be Canadians, living in the
best country in the world.

I retired in 1983. In 1986, Fred and I moved to our
new house on Davidson Street and had just nicely settled
in when he suffered his first stroke in 1988. Following
a series of mini-strokes, he passed away quietly at the
Neepawa Hospital in February, 1999.
I have kept busy puttering around in my home: knitting
afghans, quilting, sewing doll clothes and tending my little
garden. These days, I believe I enjoy driving myself crazy
on the computer. I presently belong to the Neepawa Area
Retired Teachers Association, the Neepawa Area Health
Auxiliary, and the Home Assistance Neepawa and District
(HAND) board.

SHUTTLEWORTH, ROD and DORIS
Submitted by Rod and Doris Shuttleworth

Kris Servante
Our family has scattered from coast to coast since the
Birnie-Eden book was published:
Janet and Ken O’Donnell live in Birnie. Their story is
elsewhere in this book.
Karen and Dave Saylor have lived in a community
since 1983, with a group called “Twelve Tribes”. They
have traveled extensively with the group, and have lived
in Island Pond, Vermont, Clark’s Harbor and Waterville,
NS. They have six children: Lauren 29, living in Nelson,
BC; Heather 26, husband Curtis, and their two boys, Emit
and Ozziel, in Winnipeg; Daniel 24, in London, ON; Delia
20 and husband Jacob in Missouri; Shaniah 17 and Hanan
15, live with Karin and Dave in Winnipeg. The group owns
and operates the Common Ground Restaurant and MB
Machine Works in the city.
Art retired from the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
in 1994, after serving in Turner Valley, Calgary, Banff,
Red Deer and Drayton Valley, AB. He lives in Edmonton,
and is currently involved as Treasurer with the Parkland
Camp of Gideon’s. His son, Michael 24, studied Marketing
at Northern Alberta Institute of Technology, and works as

L to R: Tamara Dyck (Shuttleworth), son Mica, Russel
Dyck, daughter Chloe, Doris Shuttleworth, Rod
Shuttleworth, Ethan Shuttleworth, Trenton Shuttleworth,
Brylin Shuttleworth, Shelly Shuttleworth (Fehr)
Please refer to Legacies of Lansdowne 1984 for an
earlier historical submission.
Rod and Doris continue to live in Arden. Rod retired
from teaching within the Beautiful Plains School Division
in 2005. Doris retired from teaching within the same division in 2007. They continue to be active in the community,
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office man. He saw the technical advances through telephone operators, digital phones and fiber optics. Marlene
began her career as an Arts Administrator for Viscount
Cultural Council and the Manitoba Holiday Festival of the
Arts in 1976, and continued in this role until her retirement in 1996.
Phil graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute
in 1982. Philip continued with his education at Lethbridge
College, and eventually joined the Winnipeg City Police
Force, where he presently is Detective Sergeant of homicide. He married Wanda Yule, daughter of George and
Marlene Yule, formerly of Brookdale and they have one
daughter, Ally.
Chris graduated from NACI in 1987. He moved to
Winnipeg, then to Vancouver and now resides at Cobble
Hill on Vancouver Island. He married a Victoria girl, Lisa
Nielsen and they have three children: Sydney, Eachoe and
Sterling. Chris has chosen to be a stay-at-home father.

enjoy various hobbies such as gardening, sports, and traveling. Rod also is pursuing an interest in sculpting. They
are also enjoying the pleasures of grandparenting, being
blessed with four grandchildren.
Son, Trenton, married Shelly Fehr from Plumas, MB
in 1999 and they have two children: Ethan Dean, born
2000, and Brylin Hope, born 2002. Trenton is an engineer with Purolator and Shelly is a real estate agent with
Re-Max. They reside in St. Francois Xavier, MB.
Daughter, Tamara, married Russel Dyck of Morden,
MB and they have two children: Chloe Lynn, born 2005,
and Micah James, born 2007. They reside and work in
Winnipeg with Tamara being a lab scientist I at the Health
Science Centre and Russel, an occupational therapist.

SIATECKI, NORMAN and MARLENE
Submitted by Norm and Marlene

SIMON, GEORGE and AUDREY
Submitted by George and Audrey Simon
George, the second eldest son of the late Paul and
Mary (Kasprick), was born in the RM of Rosedale (SW
26-15-16). He attended Iroquois School and then continued to help with the operation of the family farm.
On Aug. 16, 1952, George married Audrey Buchanan,
second youngest daughter of the late Richard and Elizabeth
Buchanan of Riding Mountain, MB.
They settled on their farm (NW 23-14-16) west of
Neepawa. Audrey continued teaching while George was
farming and doing several off-the-farm jobs. George carried
on a mixed farming operation. In 1961, he purchased the
NE 23-14-16 quarter from Raymond Kasprick; and in
1967, he bought the SW and SE 23-14-16 half section
from Jim Burnash. This made the home farm a section
in a block.
In 1981 George rented the land to Robert Newton and
sons. Murray and Weldon later purchased one-half section
and are currently renting the rest.
Audrey continued teaching in the Beautiful Plains
School Division until her retirement in 1991, a total of
41 years.
George and Audrey remained on the farm until late
2004, then moving to Neepawa. In 2005 the farm yard site
was sold to Jim Nagorski. George and Audrey have always
been interested in community activities. Audrey belongs
to several organizations and volunteers her time. They are
both faithful members of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows and Rebekahs. They have generously donated
to the Order to help maintain and preserve the Neepawa
IOOF Heritage Hall, the only original Odd Fellows Hall
in existence in Manitoba today.

In 1967 the Siatecki’s arrived in Neepawa when Norm
was transferred with the Manitoba Telephone System. Norm
was from Snowflake, St. James and Portage la Prairie, MB
and Marlene arrived via Shoal Lake, Vista and Portage
la Prairie. Philip was born in Portage la Prairie prior to
moving to Neepawa. Christopher was born in Neepawa
in 1968. They built their house at 89 Crawford Avenue in
1972 and remain there at the time of this writing.
Norm completed his career with the MTS, when he
retired in 1992, having worked for 36 years as a central
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to can their harvest which they shared with their kids and
their neighbours. They took several trips through the states
and drove to British Columbia and Alberta to visit their
children and relatives. An afternoon spent at a casino was
a real enjoyment for them.

George and Audrey enjoyed gardening and caring for
their large farm yard for many years. Though retired, they
still enjoy working in their yard and garden at their present
home – 474 First Avenue.
They really enjoy life in Neepawa, what they regard
as one of the most beautiful towns in Manitoba.
Please check the “Langford History Book” for a more
detailed story.

Jack and Beryl Simon 2004
Dad and Mom spent all their lives in Neepawa and
had many stories to share of their lives experiences and
friends they had here. Mom died quite suddenly of lung
cancer on Dec. 13, 2004 and Dad lost his long struggle
with bone cancer on Jan. 28, 2005. They are both at home
in Riverside Cemetery, Neepawa.

SIMON, JACK and BERYL
Submitted by the Family
Dad was born, John Kenneth Vincent, to Paul Simon
and Mary Kasprick on Apr. 5, 1925 in the Springhill
district. Dad did as much schooling as possible before
starting his career of farming with his dad and brothers,
logging up by Riding Mountain Park, and any other odd
jobs. His life long career began in 1954 or 55, working
for the RM of Rosedale. This was a job dad was suited
to, building roads and bridges and plowing snow to make
sure everyone got to town for work or pleasure. There
are many bridges still standing today that were built with
Dad’s help. Dad had an unfortunate accident breaking his
leg while on the job and he ended up retiring a little sooner
then he would have liked.
Mom was born Beryl Elizabeth Lovell to John Lovell
and Adeline Agar on Oct. 13, 1927 in Bowsman, MB.
The family stayed there a short time before relocating to
Neepawa. It was here at one of the dances at Neepawa’s
Dance Arcade that Dad and Mom met. They were married
Oct. 29, 1947. From this union, seven children were born:
Gayle, Jim, Darlene, Caralea, Bonnie, Kevin, and Marla.
They have fifteen grandchildren and nine great grandchildren.
After all were grown and left home, Dad and Mom
sold their farm land and purchased a home at 301 Vivian
Street in Neepawa. Here their retirement time was spent
growing a huge flower and vegetable garden. Dad took
great pride in the different varieties of potatoes and tomatoes he could grow. Then it was into the kitchen to start

SIMON, MONTY and WENDY
Monty, youngest son of Edward and Odile Simon of
the Springhill district was born in Neepawa Hospital Jan. 8,
1964. He grew up on the family farm at Springhill, attending school in Neepawa and finally working and residing
there in 1980. At about this time, he met his future wife
Wendy, also born in Neepawa on June 6, 1966, daughter
of Chester and Josephine Rainka, growing up on a farm in
the Glenholm district. She attended school in Eden until
Grade 9, then on to Neepawa high school.
In 1984, they moved together to Mackenzie, BC, where
they settled and began raising three children: Matthew born
in Neepawa Oct. 2, 1983; Michele born in Mackenzie, Apr.
18, 1986 and Myles born in Mackenzie, Nov. 21, 1988.
While in Mackenzie for eight years, Monty worked in a
saw mill and ran their landscaping business and Wendy
worked in the community’s recreation department while
focusing on family. In 1993, they moved the business and
family to Kelowna, BC, where the business was subsequently sold off a year later to allow a change of pace.
Monty went back to school becoming an automotive
technician and Wendy explored employment in the travel
industry. Upon completion of Monty’s course, the family
returned to Neepawa in 1994, taking up residence in the
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village of Arden. It was a timely move as it permitted time
to be closer to Monty’s father, Ed, just before he would
pass away that year. The children bussed to school and
Monty drove to work in Neepawa for three years. Then
it was decided they move into town in 1997, the same
year Monty’s mother, Odile, passed away of cancer. They
purchased property on the south edge of town near Park
Lake where they reside to this day.
In the years since settling in Neepawa, the family has
enjoyed many new challenges and changes. Monty spent
seven years in the automotive repair sector until branching out with his own business; at first offering alternative financing services called “Quik Cash Advance”
along with a youth arcade “Python’s RK’d” in the former
Long’s Shoe Shoppe location. That was converted to a
second hand furniture and housewares store “Neat Eh! to
Z Consignment Shop” and moved to the former Neepawa
Ford building in 2003. The businesses were sold in 2006
and Monty returned to the automotive sector, this time as
salesman for McLaughlin Chrysler. Also in 2006 Monty
was elected to Town of Neepawa Council as Councilor, in
his second attempt. During this time, Wendy worked in the
local Beautiful Plains Credit Union and then at Safeway, as
well as helping with the business and maintaining family
commitments. The children have each achieved graduation from high school through Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute and have gone on to post-secondary education.

Submitted by Charlie Simpson
Charles Melvin, youngest son of Hector and Lena
Simpson, was born on the home farm in November 1930.
He completed Grade 12 at Brookdale School and started
farming with his father and older brother Francis. In 1950
they started the Tir Eachuinn Angus herd and it continued
up until the herd was dispersed in 1965.
Charlie was always very active in community events.
This included 4-H and 4-H leadership, square dancing, curling, community club, as well as Manitoba Pool
Elevators, Brookdale United Church, and the many various
cattle organizations down through the years.
Ruby Edith Booth (Bartz) was born and raised on an
irrigation farm in the Brooks, AB area in 1938. Following
high school, she graduated from Business College in
Calgary and worked in Alberta and Saskatchewan until
coming to Brookdale in 1967 with her three children.
Charlie and Ruby were married in Winnipeg in July of
1973.
Cattle were on the agenda again and a small commercial feedlot was run along with the grain farming for a
few years. In 1978 sixteen head of Red Angus cattle were
purchased and from that initial purchase the Tag-A-Long
herd grew to the over 300 that were dispersed in fall of
2005 on Charlie’s 75th birthday.
Robert Paul Bartz was born in Regina, SK in 1958
and married Heather North (Cook) formerly of Brookdale;
they have three children: Glenn Ryan Cook (1979) who
lives in Edmonton; Charlene Patricia Cook (1981) who
lives in Toronto and Caitlin Nicole (1993) at home. Bob
and Heather live on the home farm.
Donald James Bartz was born in Regina in 1959 and
married Catherine Denoon formerly of Eden, MB. They
have three sons: Scott John (1986); James Ryan (1988) and
Andrew Charles (1991). Don and Cathy live in Brandon
and own and operate a garage.
Tracey Lynne Bartz was born in Regina in 1961. She
married Douglas Gerald Anderson formerly of Carberry
and they have a daughter, Patricia Taryn (1986) and a son
Trent Douglas (1988). Doug and Tracey live in Brandon
and have both been employed by the Regional Health
Authority for over 25 years.
Charlie and Ruby have purchased a home in Neepawa
and are busy learning how to be retired “not just tired”.
They hope to go back to the farm during the summer and
scratch around in the flower beds, watch the crops grow
and the calves running in pasture.

Myles Graduation 2006
Matthew went on to University of Manitoba and as of
2007 resides in Calgary, AB. He is focusing on returning
to school to train in videography. Michele took training
in hair style at Scientific Marvell School in Winnipeg and
is also now working and residing in Calgary with her new
fiancé Tyler Twerdun. Myles entered his second year at
U of M in 2007, aspiring to enter the Asper School of
Business.
693

SIMPSON, DUNCAN and WINNIE

SIMPSON, HECTOR and LENA

Submitted by Winnie Simpson

Submitted by Charlie Simpson

Duncan was born in Neepawa Hospital in 1916
to Robert and Helen Simpson. He went to school in
Westbourne, MB. The family later moved to Arden, MB.
He was in the Royal Canadian Air Force No. 410 and
served in Europe.
Winnie was born in Scotland in 1929, where she
trained for a nurse, starting at the age of sixteen. She met
Duncan when he was visiting Scotland during his leave.
They were wed in 1965 in Scotland.
They lived in the Salisbury area, moving to Neepawa
(Elizabeth Street) when Dunc’s health failed.
Winnie worked in East View Lodge for 25 years. Dunc
passed away in 1981.
Winnie resides in Elk’s Manor.

Hector Lamont Simpson, the second child and oldest
son of Francis and Mary Simpson was born at Shoal
Lake, MB in 1887. His father Francis had emigrated from
England in 1882 and his mother had come from Scotland
in 1879.
Hector attended school in Shoal Lake and Rossburn
and farmed with his father eventually buying a farm with
his brother Edmund.
Lena Jane Walker, the second child and only daughter
of James and Eleanor Walker was born in Boyne County,
Leeds, ON in 1887. Lena attended school in Ontario, graduated from Queen’s University in Kingston and taught
school in southern Manitoba.

SIMPSON, EDMUND and SUSAN
Submitted by Bernice and Ron Simpson
Edmund Simpson was born at Shoal Lake, MB in
1889, the third child of Francis and Mary Simpson, who
were early pioneers in that area. Mary’s parents, Neil and
Marion Lamont, had come from Scotland with their five
children and homesteaded at Shoal Lake in 1879, before
it was even part of Manitoba. Francis had come from
England in 1882 and homesteaded on what was later to
be the north boundary of the RM of Shoal Lake. They met
and were married near Shoal Lake.
In 1910, Edmund and his older brother, Hector, each
bought a half section and began farming together. By
1921, they sold their farms and bought a larger one near
Brookdale, MB. Here, Edmund met and married Susan
Ronald from Ontario. A year later, they returned to Shoal
Lake to farm.
A son, Ronald and daughter, Grace were born there
and attended Wheatfield Elementary and Shoal Lake High
Schools.
After some twenty-four years, the Shoal Lake farm
was sold and one was purchased at Brookdale, where
the family all moved. Grace worked several years as a
telephone operator and married Reg Jones in 1957. They
farmed at Brookdale until retiring to Brandon, MB.
After many years on the farm, Edmund and Susan
bought a home in Brookdale and retired there. Edmund
passed away in 1975 and Susan in 1982. They are buried
in the Neepawa Cemetery.

Children of Hector and Lena Simpson:
Seated: Eleanor Swanson
L to R: Dorothy Cook, Charlie Simpson,
Marion Ishenberg
Hector and Lena were married in 1915 and farmed in
the Shoal Lake area until the fall of 1920. In the spring of
1921, they moved to Brookdale. In 1928 they bought the
home place and continued to live there until their deaths,
Hector in 1960 and Lena in 1963 and they are buried
in the Brookdale Cemetery. Five children were born to
this union: Mary Eleanor 1916 (married Franz Swanson
from Brookdale), Francis Hector 1920 (married Thelma
Laird from Bath, ON), Marian Hannah 1921 (married
Harold Ishenberg from Mentmore), Dorothy Elizabeth
1927 (married Stanley Cook from Neepawa), and Charles
Melvin 1930 (married Ruby Bartz Booth originally from
Brooks, AB).
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Ronald and Bernice had the “pleasure” of attending
three successive safe grad functions in Neepawa, 1989,
1990 and 1991, usually arriving home the next morning
about sunrise. At present, 2007, Charles and his wife,
Connie, live in Calgary. Sharon and husband, James
Menzies, live in Brandon. Their children are Karen, Emily
and Shamus. Irene is divorced and living in Edmonton with
her two sons, Cameron and Matthew.
Ronald and Bernice retired from farming in 1994, but
still live on the farm in Brookdale.

Submitted by Bernice and Ron
Ronald Simpson was born at Shoal Lake in 1925
and lived on his parent’s farm, about nine miles to the
north-west, until 1947. He attended Wheatfield elementary
school and Shoal Lake high school. Those were years of
drought, depression and World War II.

SINGLETON, KEN and HELEN
Submitted by Helen Singleton
Kenneth, the fourth child of Alfred and Agnes
Singleton, was born in 1921. At that time, Alfred and Agnes
were living on the farm in the Glenholm School district.
Ken attended school at Glenholm where Grades 1-11 were
taught. He completed his education there, and then he
assisted his parents on the farm when his older brothers
went to war. Later, with his cousin Clayton Singleton, he
went into the garage business, first in Eden, then in Plumas.
When he gave up the garage business, he returned to the
home farm and worked with his father. One of their huge
projects on the farm was the hauling of lumber from the
Riding Mountain area and building the barn. Ken often
spoke of the many trips he made with a team of horses to
haul the lumber home.
Ken took over the farm after Alfred and Agnes retired
to Neepawa in 1949. They resided in Neepawa in their own
home until 1981, when they went into East View Lodge
and lived there until their passing. Alfred was deceased
in 1981 at the age of 89. Agnes passed away in 1989 at
the age of 95.
I, formerly Helen Choropita of Inglis, MB, am the
third of eight children of Mary and George Choropita. My
father came to Canada with his parents from the Ukraine
and settled on a farm in the Assessippi district. My mother
was born in the Lennard district, north of Inglis, and lived
on a farm. After their marriage in 1931 and a few moves,
my parents finally settled on a farm in the Rochedale
School district, northwest of Inglis, and farmed there until
their retirement. Because it was mixed farming, there were
many jobs for my siblings and me to help with. Dad made
sure that we learned a lot about farming at an early age.
There were also many fun times on the farm no matter
what the season. In 1983, my father was deceased at the
age of 72 while residing in the Rochedale district. My
mother passed away in 1999 at the age of 85 while she
was a resident of the Russell Personal Care Home.
I got my education in Rochedale School, Inglis High
School and Russell Collegiate. I began my teaching career
on a Grade 11 permit at Ruska Rawa School at Marco,

Bernice and Ron Simpson (1995)
In 1947, the farm at Shoal Lake was sold and a farm
was purchased at Brookdale. In 1968, Ronald became a
director of Neepawa Co-op. The years following were
interesting, with the amalgamation of Neepawa Co-op
and the Gladstone Co-op. New facilities were built at each
location. Part of that time was also spent as a director of
Beautiful Plains Credit Union.
Ronald married Bernice Burley, a registered nurse,
who was working at Brantford General Hospital in Ontario.
Bernice had been born in Brantford and attended school
there. She had taken her nurse’s training at Brantford
General and then worked on the maternity ward in the
newborn and premature nurseries. Having always lived in
the city, Bernice found farm life to be quite a change.
In 1976, a new home was built on the farm, and the
following year, three children were welcomed into their
lives. The twins, Charles and Sharon, were then six years
old and their sister, Irene, was not quite four. They officially became a family when the adoption was finalized
in June of 1978.
Many busy years followed, as the children progressed
through Brookdale elementary and Neepawa high schools.
They were all in the school bands and Mr. Bailey’s choir.
Charles and Irene both took piano lessons from Mr.
Bouchard and participated in the Neepawa Music Festivals.
Charles was a member of the Westman Youth Choir.
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In Winnipeg, I was a stay-at-home mom until the boys
were in junior high and high school. I curled and bowled
and volunteered at the school library. Then I worked at
Eaton’s for eleven years. After returning from Minnesota,
I was employed by a home cleaning maid service until I
retired in 1995. Ken and I retired to Neepawa in 1999. Ken
passed away in 2001 and rests in the Neepawa Cemetery. I
continue to live in Neepawa after his death and am enjoying all my activities and my friends here.

MB, northeast of Rossburn. I returned to complete my
education and after graduating from Grade 12 at Russell
Collegiate and one year of teacher training at Provincial
Normal School in Winnipeg, I chose Glenholm School as
my next school.
In October of 1957, Ken and I got married and lived
on the farm until 1966. I taught at Ivanhoe School and
returned to Glenholm School for another one and a half
years. We have two sons, David and Richard (Rick), both
born in the Neepawa Hospital. While on the farm, Ken
played hockey and later coached hockey. He also had a
great interest in the Manitoba Farmer’s Union and in 1966
became Provincial President of the Union. We moved to
Winnipeg and he did a four-year term as president. After
that, he started his own organic grain business. He owned
a processing plant in Miami, MB and Rick worked at the
plant. They moved the business to Starbuck, Minnesota
where we lived for over two years. Then we returned to
our home in Winnipeg and Ken carried on with some of
the business, mostly by phone.
Our third son, Reggie was born in Winnipeg in 1966.
All three boys got their education in Winnipeg.
David married Bonnie Wasnie from Selkirk. They
live in Selkirk and have two sons, Michael and Tanner.
David also has a son, Matthew, from a previous marriage.
Presently David is a fire investigator with the Office of the
Fire Commissioner in Winnipeg and Bonnie is a Psychiatric
Nurse at Health Sciences Centre in Winnipeg.
Rick married Karen Nault of Winnipeg. They live and
work in Winnipeg. Rick is in business for himself and does
carpentry and handyman jobs. He has three step-daughters,
a step-son and a little grandson.
Reg married Traci Heidman of Winnipeg. They have
two sons, Christopher and Andrew and live in the country
north of Russell. Reg and Traci manage the Assessippi
Inn in Russell. Christopher and Andrew also work in
Russell.

THE SIRETTS OF MENTMORE
For four generations the Sirett family has resided on
Maple Grove farm in the Gordon-Glendale district. First
to own the land was William Flowers Sirett who was born
in Croughton, Buckinghamshire Apr. 29, 1848. He was the
son of Ebenezer Sirett. In 1859, the family emigrated to
Canada, landing in Quebec on May 2. The first permanent
home in Canada was in Etobicoke Township, York County,
and fifteen miles west of Toronto. Here they lived for six
years, and in 1865, father and sons William and Alfred
went to Muskoka and later settled in the Lake Rosseau
area where they received a grant of 500 acres and built
a sawmill.

First Generation
William Flowers Sirett and Margaret Symington
1881-1907
On Aug. 12, 1873, William married Margaret Symington
of Parry Sound, ON. They operated and lived at the mill
for eight years. In October 1881, William Sirett with his
brother Eb came to the Franklin district. He walked from
Brandon to Minnedosa to meet acquaintances who took
him to this new location, ¾ of Section 5-15-16 (six miles
south and one mile east of Franklin). This land was part of
the first grant from the government to the Canadian Pacific
Railway on the completion of the line from Winnipeg to

L to R: Rick, Helen, Reg, David, Ken
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1940. Five children were born to Fred and Mabel Sirett
while they operated Maple Grove. Beryl, the eldest, taught
school at Havelock and Minnedosa. In 1931 she married
Art Smith of Dauphin. They made their home in Howell,
Michigan. Janice married John Goodison in 1946. They
lived for several years at Wasagaming where he was Park
Forester. William Flowers III married Vera Delgaty of
Gilbert Plains in 1938 and they farmed in the Gordon
district until 1964 when they moved to Parksville, BC. Will
served for many years on the Gordon School Board and on
the Secondary Area Board. Lloyd took over the operation
of the farm at his father’s death. In 1945, he married Irma
Hearn of Kelwood. Eb, the youngest, was attending U of M
when he enlisted. He held the rank of flying officer when
he lost his life in a raid on Essen, Apr. 3, 1943. All the
Sirett children attended high school at Franklin, traveling
by Model T, bicycles or horse and buggy.

Brandon. He purchased the land from the CPR for $2.50
an acre. In the spring, he built a temporary house on his
land and was joined in June by his wife and young family
of three, Mary, Will and Eb. The first spring saw ten acres
broken and put in oats. Forty acres were broken later on,
twenty of which were put in wheat the following spring.
Year by year saw more breaking but the great drawback
was the long haul to market. The first load of wheat was
sold in Carberry, 26 miles away. It graded No. 1 hard and
brought 56¢ a bushel. The first home on this farm was built
in 1884 and in 1896 an addition was built on. In 1882 the
Glendale Post Office was opened in the Sirett home. In
1882, before the railway reached Neepawa, the mail was
carried by stage from Douglas. The post office remained in
the Sirett home until it closed Mar. 2, 1928, giving way to
rural delivery from Franklin. Mr. Sirett took an active part
in the Patrons of Industry, which organized in this area in
the early 1890s. Through their influence, he was induced
to contest the seat in Beautiful Plains. In 1898 he became
a member in the Greenway Government. While in the
legislature, he initiated several reforms for the benefit of
fellow farmers. His motion led to a memorial being sent
to the federal government on the grain marketing question.
This resulted in the appointment of a Royal Commission
of which he was a member. On this report was based the
Grain Act of 1899. The W.F. Siretts lived at Maple Grove
until 1907, when they moved to Minnedosa and later to
Neepawa. He served as Police Magistrate of Neepawa
from 1916 until his death in 1924.
The Siretts raised a family of seven. One daughter,
Maggie, died in childhood. Mary, the eldest, married
school teacher George Blackwell in 1899. W.F. Sirett II
attended Veterinary College at Guelph and in the United
States. In 1911, he married Katherine Halpenny and they
resided in Minnedosa for over 50 years. Eb was practicing
law in Rossburn and Neepawa when he enlisted in World
War I. On his return in 1919, he married Winnie Thompson
of Neepawa. Eleven days later, he drowned at Clear Lake.
Sarah became a nurse and was the Matron of Neepawa
Hospital when she married Geo L. Foerster, a Neepawa
business man in 1918. Fred attended Wesley College in
Winnipeg and then chose to farm. In 1907, he married
Mabel Davidson of Osprey district and they took over
Maple Gove farm. Jack was a graduate in Agriculture from
the University of Manitoba. He taught school at Roblin
where he married Ruby Ashcroft in 1917. Amy, the youngest, became a school teacher. She taught school in the old
Central School in Neepawa for sometime before going
to Vancouver to teach. Here she married Chas Loader
(formerly from Brookdale) and they continue to reside
in Vancouver.
Fred and Mabel Sirett were the second generation
farmers on Maple Grove. He was very active in farm,
church and community affairs until his sudden death in

Second Generation
Mabel Davidson and Fred Sirett 1907-1940
Lloyd and Irma Sirett purchased Maple Grove from his
mother in 1945 and became the third generation farmers.
Lloyd was active in community work, having served on the
local Co-op board for many years. He also played an active
role on the board of Manitoba Pool Elevators and on the
Gordon Church board. They raised a family of four daughters: Joan, the eldest was born in 1948, Lorna in 1950,
Lois in 1955 and Sally in 1963. Joan and Lorna attended
Gordon School until 1959, when they started attending
Neepawa School. Lois and Sally began their schooling
in Neepawa. Joan became a registered nurse and in 1971
married Edward James of Macdonald. Lorna became a
hairdresser. She married Peter Masch from Germany. They
resided in Calgary until Lorna’s death in 1999. Lois graduated from Education at Brandon University. In 1978, she
married Al McNiven who was the recreational director in
Carberry at that time. They reside in Vernon, BC. Sally
married Don Howard from Brandon in 1983 and they still
reside in Brandon. In 1974, Lloyd and Irma took an early
697

Hospital. Edward and Joan raised two children on Maple
Grove. Scott was born in 1975 and Cathy in 1978. Scott
graduated from Agricultural diploma at U of M in 1996
and after one year working in that field, decided he did
not want a career in agriculture. He received a Bachelor of
Science from Brandon University, and then enrolled in a
commercial aviation program in Winnipeg. He is currently
an airline pilot, working out of Winnipeg. In 2004, Cathy
graduated with a BSc PT (physio therapy) from Queens
University in Ontario and in December 2004, married
Malcolm Murray from Onanole. With no family interested
in becoming fifth generation farmers, Edward and Joan
sold the farm to Dave Bray and sons of Neepawa in 2003.
In 2004 they moved to Neepawa where they continue to
be involved in the community.

retirement from the farm and offered their services to
CUSO. They served for two years in Zambia. Here Lloyd
managed a large hog farm and Irma taught school. On
their return to Canada, they built their retirement home in
Neepawa. The following year, they decided to do one more
term with CUSO, this time in Barbados. This time, Lloyd
managed a food Co-op and Irma again taught school. They
returned to Neepawa in 1979. Irma died from cancer in
1984. Lloyd continues to reside in Neepawa and remained
active in the United Church and was a founding member
of the Drop In Centre.

SKIBINSKY, DENNIS and LESLEY
Dennis Matthew Skibinsky was born in Winnipeg
on Jan. 7, 1949 to Matthew and Margaret (nee Pierson)
Skibinsky. His family moved to Eden when he was an
infant and he resided and attended school there. In 1969
he married Lesley Hulme, daughter of Lyle and Mary
Hulme of Neepawa. Lesley was born and attended school
in Neepawa and Brandon University and then taught at
Hazel M. Kellington School in 1968-69.
After they were married, Dennis and Lesley lived in
Brandon where Dennis worked as a chemical lab technician at Simplot and Lesley attended university, and then
worked as a ward clerk at Brandon General Hospital and
at Unemployment Insurance Commission as an office
clerk.
In 1975, Dennis and Lesley moved to Neepawa and
then to Eden in 1976, where Dennis joined his father in
the family business at Eden Garage. Lesley worked for
her brother, Robin, at Rutledge Garage. In 1989, after
Dennis had completed teachers training at Red River
Community College, they moved to Nipawin, SK, where
Dennis began his teaching career. A year later they moved
to Dauphin, MB where Dennis taught at the Dauphin
Regional Comprehensive Secondary School and completed
his Vocational Teaching degree from the University of
Manitoba. Lesley worked at two automotive dealerships
and then obtained her license in real estate sales. After ten
years in Dauphin they moved to Neepawa and Dennis began
teaching at Minnedosa Collegiate. Lesley furthered her
career in real estate by attaining her Real Estate Broker’s
license and established RE/Max Prairie Mountain.
Dennis and Lesley have three children: Bradley James,
born on Jan. 12, 1973, Curtis Michael, born Sept. 8, 1977
and Kristy Jane, born Nov. 27, 1978. Bradley attended
Brandon University and currently lives in Winnipeg with
his partner Andrea Roberts and works as an Independent

Third Generation
Lloyd and Irma Sirett, Sally, Lois, Joan and Lorna

Fourth Generation
Ed and Joan (Sirett) James, Scott and Cathy 1974-2004
In 1974 Edward and Joan James purchased Maple
Grove farm from Lloyd and Irma and became the fourth
generation farmers. Edward is the son of Wilfred and Mae
James of Macdonald, MB. Although he was not raised
on a farm, he spent most of his summers helping his two
uncles who farmed in the Macdonald area. Ed had always
wanted to farm and when the opportunity came to purchase
Joan’s family’s farm Ed was eager to do so. Edward was
active on the board of the Manitoba Pool Elevator and the
Beautiful Plains Credit Union. Joan continued her career
in nursing, working in the operating room at Neepawa
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SMITH, CHARLES

Living Facilitator. He and Andrea enjoy playing in a rock
band and toured the United States in 2007. Curtis moved
from Dauphin to Neepawa in 1999 and works at Prairie
Forest Products. Kristy moved to Neepawa from Dauphin
in 2000. In February 2004, Kristy married Derek Sprik
who was stationed with the American Air Force in Minot,
North Dakota. Kristy and Derek lived in Neepawa until
July 2007 when they moved to Yorkton, SK.

Submitted by Ardell Ford
Charles was born on June 8, 1931 to Fred and Lily
Smith. At this time they lived in Arden where Charles’
father owned and operated a bakery. He had an older sister
Anita (deceased), an older brother Richard (deceased), and
a younger sister Delphina. In 1933 the family moved to
Gilbert Plains, MB where Fred also owned and operated
a bakery. Their next move was to Magnet, MB, where
Charles’ mother ran the post office. Charlie and his parents
moved back to Arden in 1958. His father passed away in
1962 and his mother in 1984.
Charlie came to work for the Fords’, (Kenneth and
Dudley) on NW 13-15-13 in May of 1958. In 1964 Charlie
moved with Dudley and Ardell Ford and family to NE
14-15-13 to work for Dudley on the farm and in his newly
constructed pig barn.
Charlie still resides at this location, enjoying retirement which includes keeping the lawn cut, going for rides
on his 4-wheeler or snowmobile, giving rides in his wagon,
working in the garden, listening to music, watching old
western movies and spending time with “Lady” his dog.
He is a regular attendee of the St. James Anglican Church
in Neepawa.

SMITH, CAM and NOREEN
Submitted by Noreen Smith

Back Row L to R: Justin, Brian, Cameron, Curtis, Glen
Front Row: Devon, Linda Noreen, Cam, Lois

SMITH, DON and DOROTHY

Cam Murray Smith was born Feb. 5, 1921. He has two
brothers, Gordon and Ken and a sister Margaret Cameron.
His parents Duncan and Maggie Smith both passed away
in the 1970s and are buried in the Neepawa cemetery.
Cam received his schooling in Arden and Salisbury
Schools. He helped his dad farm and spent two years in
the armed forces and served overseas.
In 1948, Cam married Noreen Rogers of Rapid City,
MB and raised a family of three: Glen, Lois and Linda.
Glen was born 1948 and married Lois Giles (born
1948) in July 1970. Glen and Lois have two sons: Cameron
and Curtis. They all live in Alberta. Glen has worked for
Alberta Pipe Lines for over 50 years.
Lois Sharon was born July 21, 1950. She has two
daughters, Dallas Kilby and Tonia Siebert and they both
live in British Columbia.
Our youngest, Linda, was born Nov. 28, 1965, and
married Brian Bears. They have two sons, Justin and
Devon. They are both in school in Brandon.
Cam and Noreen moved to Neepawa in 1970. Cam
worked as a school custodian in both schools. He suffered
a heart attack in the 70s. We lived at Hamilton Place for
ten years and then moved to Elks Manor. Cam passed
away Nov. 10, 2004 of heart failure. Noreen still lives in
Elks Manor.
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Next in line is Rob, born in 1956. After finishing Grade
12 in Neepawa, he attended Brandon University completing a Bachelor of Science (Specialist) degree. He spent
two years working with his dad, then travelled to Australia,
spending eight years there before moving to Vancouver.
He is currently living in Edmonton managing a recruiting firm specializing in the oil industry. Brandon is the
older of his two boys and is attending Business College in
Vancouver. Donavon is in Grade 8 attending high school
in Vancouver.
Born in 1958 Tom is living in Calgary with his partner
Sue. He is working as a Project Manager with the Xerox
Corporation and has spent a number of years with the
company in Winnipeg, Leesburg, Virginia and Regina.
He worked with his dad for a few years before attending
Red River Community College graduating with a diploma
in business. He has recently completed a Masters Degree
in Business from the University of Calgary. He has three
daughters. Ashleigh and Chelsea are attending college in
Calgary and Mikayla is in Grade 5 in Calgary.
Trish, born in 1959 completed her Grade 12 in Neepawa
and is living in Lethbridge. She and her husband (Rick
Binkley from Brandon) own and manage a Montana’s
restaurant. They moved there after living in Whitehorse for
a number of years where they owned a Pizza Hut restaurant. Their three children: Elana, Jelea and Robbie all live
in Lethbridge and are working.
Jeannie was born in 1962. After enduring many years
of constant teasing from one of her older brothers, she
graduated from high school in Neepawa. She is married
to Grant Watson from Neepawa and they live in Beaumont
AB. Jeannie is a Human Resource Administrator at a large
hospital in Edmonton. They have two children. Alyssa is
attending college in Edmonton and Emma is in Grade 11
at Beaumont High School.
Although none of the kids live in Neepawa, they visit
regularly and consider it home. There are many childhood
friends that are still friends!

Don and Dorothy were married in 1952 in Binscarth,
MB and moved to Neepawa in 1954. Don worked as a
telegrapher for the Canadian Pacific Railroad in many
Manitoba towns and eventually chose Neepawa as a place
he wanted to stay. After eighteen years in the business Don
saw that the railroad was closing many of its rural stations
and if he stayed with the company he would have to jump
from town to town, moving just ahead of the closures.
Knowing that Neepawa was a place that both he and
Dorothy loved he looked for reasons to stay. In 1966 he and
his partner Harold Ishenberg purchased Hare’s Cartage,
one of the local trucking companies servicing the area
and the adventure began. A number of years later they
purchased Neepawa Truck Service and then Don bought
Harold out. The company continued growing until it was
sold in 1984.
Don was very active in the community particularly in sports. Don coached the Neepawa Natives
Intermediate Hockey Club for many years, winning a
Manitoba Intermediate Championship and many central
and southwest league championships. He also managed
the Neepawa Farmers’ Baseball Club for a number of
years in the Manitoba Senior Baseball League. He was
on the committee that led the financing and building of the
Yellowhead Centre and was the lead person on the refurbishing of all the ball diamonds at the fair grounds for the
Manitoba Games in the late 70s. His lasting legacy is the
outfield fence at the Neepawa Farmers’ baseball diamond
of which he donated the lumber and helped to build. After
a wonderful day on the golf course Don passed away on
June 1, 1997.
Dorothy was kept busy in her marriage to Don. Her
early years in Neepawa were probably the busiest she
ever had, bearing four children in five years with the fifth
coming three years later. This was enough work but it
got harder when Don purchased the business. There were
many days and nights when the kids never saw their dad
until they got their weekend tease which made up for the
missing time during the week. Dorothy was always there
looking after everything. When the children grew older,
she decided to get out of the house and work with Don
in running the trucking business. When the business was
sold in 1984 Dorothy and Don travelled the world, visiting
with Rob in Australia and spending time in Portugal. After
Don passed away in 1997 Dorothy married Art Harris in
1999 and they are both living in Neepawa.
Donnalea was the first of the five children. Born in
1954, she spent all her school years in Neepawa as did all
the kids. Lea continued her schooling taking her Bachelor
of Physical Education at the University of Manitoba and
her Education degree in Brandon. She is currently teaching in Saskatoon and has three children. Tyler and Mattie
are attending the University of Saskatchewan and Kyle is
saving his money working full time.

SMITH, LAWRENCE and GEORGEEN
Submitted by Georgeen Smith
Lawrence and Georgeen Smith came to Neepawa in
June of 2005 and live at 561 First Avenue. The family
history goes back to the early years of the twentieth
century.
Grandfather Arthur Smith served in the British army
in the South African War and while stationed in Gibraltar,
he met and married a Spanish girl, Marie Galvey. They
came to Canada in 1919. Father, Cecil Smith stayed with
his parents and they settled on the farm north east of
Foxwarren, MB in 1929.
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Garage of Neepawa where he was employed for 19 years.
He then became Transportation Supervisor for Beautiful
Plains School Division for the next eight years followed by
a three year stint at Maxim International Truck. He became
Transportation-Maintenance Supervisor for Pine Creek
School Division in 2000 returning as Service Advisor at
Murray’s Garage of Neepawa in 2003. In 2005 he helped
open a satellite dealership of Murray’s Farm Supplies of
Shoal Lake in Neepawa and was their Parts Manager. In
2007 he accepted a position as salesman with Westward
Ford in Neepawa. He has been involved with the Neepawa
Handy-Van as a contractor, driver and presently sits on the
board of directors. Through the years he has been involved
with Neepawa Access 12, various parades, Neepawa United
Church and Neepawa Lions Club.

In the early years of the century the Way family came
from Dundas, ON to Silverton. William Way died there
and left a widow and daughter Margaret. Anice (Way)
met and married a pioneer of the area, Ed Hammond and
they lived on his farm until Margaret left to become a
teacher. Later she married Cecil Smith and came to the
Smith farm in 1933. They raised a family of three: oldest
son Lawrence, now of Neepawa, daughter Gail White of
Brandon, MB and Rodney Smith of Black Diamond, AB.
Lawrence was born on the farm in 1934 and lived there
his entire life before coming to Neepawa.
Grandfather Isaac Crew came to Manitoba from
London, ON and homesteaded the Crew farm west of
Birtle. The Pittendreigh family came to the area from
Scotland. Isaac and his wife, Jessie Gillanders, raised
two sons and a daughter. Their son, Ken Crew married
Ella Pittendreigh and came to the farm. They raised one
son Francis and twin daughters, Georgeen and Doreen
(deceased).
Lawrence and Georgeen were married in 1975 in the
Birtle Baptist Church. They took over the farm and raised a
family of three: Kyle of Shoal Lake, MB, Myrna Denbow
of Neepawa and Roxanna of Winnipeg, MB. There are at
present two grandchildren: granddaughter Lara Denbow
and grandson Callan Denbow of Neepawa. Lawrence
was always interested in sports and outdoor activities as
a youth and now more indoors as a senior. Hence, the
farm was a natural way of life, until retirement became
necessary. Also of interest was being in various groups
that involved community activities, such as the curling
club, church groups, lodge, singing groups and now senior
clubs. Music was always of top interest in all categories
from solo to choir, from light to opera, dance, country and
gospel music.
Georgeen (Crew) grew up on the farm west of Birtle.
She acquired her education at Birtle School. After school
she worked in Brandon and Shoal Lake. Since moving to
Neepawa she has become active in the Baptist Church,
Drop-In Board, HAND committee, and Red Hats, and
totally enjoys her grandchildren.
Now in retirement in Neepawa, which is central to the
family, it is the ideal place to be. The Smith’s have made
themselves available to do things and be in things and just
love this place.

Donna, Tannis and Terry Dec. 2006
Donna Marie Bodnarchuk was born on Aug. 8, 1950,
the first child of Walter and Alice (Edgar) Bodnarchuk
of Austin, MB. She attended Melvin School and Austin
Collegiate, and graduated from Wheat City Business
College with a Secretary diploma. She taught for one
year at the college, and then worked for Dr. McQueen,
Optometrist. On Sept 14, 1974, Terry and Donna were
married at Austin and purchased the house in Neepawa
that Hazel M. Kellington (whom the elementary school is
named after) had grown up in. Donna has been employed
since 1975 at Neepawa Furniture Centre. She has been
involved with Neepawa Lionelles, After Five Club and
Neepawa United Church.
On Oct 22, 1980 their daughter Tannis Nadene was
born. Tannis took her education in Neepawa also taking
part in Brownies, Girl Guides, piano lessons and teen
volunteering. She graduated from Assiniboine Community
College with a diploma in Business Administration. She
has worked in the accounting department of We-Care
Health Service in Brandon, Demers Contracting in Fort

SMITH, TERRY and DONNA
Terrance Wayne Smith was born on Dec. 21, 1947, the
first child of Ken and Dora (McCullough) Smith of Edrans,
MB. He began his education at Deer Range School and
Edrans School, attending high school at Austin Collegiate.
He worked at various jobs until accepting the position
of parts salesman and later, service advisor at Murray’s
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brought water into Eden. He was also on the fire department and spent many hours in Brandon Fire College
receiving a Fire Instructor’s ticket.
Vi worked at Williams Tomboy store and a short while
at the Co-op store. After they got married, she worked on
the farm milking 20 Jersey cows. Vi is the last of the family
of David and Sarah Ernest of Cordova.
In Harry’s family of seven, only three remain: Janet
and Mrs. Ab Trager, a Licensed Practical Nurse, is now
retired and still lives in Winnipeg. They had five children:
Gary, Douglas, Wayne, Randal and Lori, all of Winnipeg.
Her husband Ab passed away.
Joe and Bev have two children: Tim and Cheryl, both
in Winnipeg.
In 1953 Joe contacted polio which paralyzed him from
the waist down. It didn’t stop him. He went to a technical
school and received his diploma in Mechanical Drafting.
He took part in wheel chair games representing Canada
in Pan American Games in Buenas Aries, Argentina, in
1969; the Olympics in Keidelberg, Germany in 1972,
and in Toronto in 1976. He was chairman of the National
Wheelchair Games and received a Community Service
Award from the City of Winnipeg for his hard work.
Harry and Vi are involved with the Drop-In Centre in
Neepawa. They have four children: Allan (Leona), Linda,
Lorna (Mick), David (Michelle).
Allan has his Heavy Duty Mechanic license and now
is a truck driver. Linda is a teacher in Fisher Branch, MB.
Lorna is an X-Ray Technician in Health Science Centre
in Winnipeg and David is a Fireman and Paramedic in
Thompson, MB.
Also, we are blessed with six grandchildren: Allan
and Leona have Kyle who is in his last year in university
and Blaine in his last year in school. Lorna and Mick
have Kellen who is working in Wal-Mart in Winnipeg and
Brittany is in Grade 10 and goes to St. Mary’s School for
girls. David and Michelle have Garrett in Grade 1 and
Fayth, just one year old.
All of the pioneers had a rough life. They worked from
morning until night breaking the land. For years they had
no money. They had to go to Portage la Prairie or Winnipeg
for supplies that they needed. The difference between those
on the flat land and the hills were the trees, roots, stones
and rough land but they made it. They made real homes
and educated their families.
Now things have changed. We have lost our elevators
and railroads. Most of the small schools and towns have
closed. Most of the original settlers have passed on and
their families have moved away. Bigger and bigger farms
are seen. Now we must wait to see if it is for the best or
not.
In conclusion I would like to pay tribute to our
pioneers who came with what they could carry and built
a country.

McMurray, AB, and presently lives in Bruderheim,
AB, where she is employed as Accounting Manager of
Redwater Machining.
We feel fortunate to have been able to be part of such
a friendly and beautiful town as Neepawa.

SMITHSON, HARRY W.
Submitted by H. E. Smithson

House built for Methodist minister on SW ¼ 32-16-15
Joe, Robert, Margaret Ann (mother) and Ernest Smithson
Harry and Vi Smithson are still living on the home
farm SW 32-16-15, which is part of the property that has
been passed down through four generations of our family
since 1878.
Out of eight families that farmed in the Eden district,
Harry and Vi are the only ones left. On the other side of
our family, the Honeymans, there are only two families
left – the Scotts and Harry and Vi.

Uncle Jim’s first house in Eden district – 1875 or 76
In 1903 it was used for Church
Harry was very involved in sports, hockey and baseball
coaching. He played and managed the last two champion
senior baseball teams in 1966-69. He served as a councilor and reeve for 19 years. While on council he was on
East View Lodge board, Vet Clinic board, and Whitemud
Watershed Conservation District. At this time, the district
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(1b) Krista Lea Snedden born Feb. 23, 1984 in
Neepawa. Her daughter is Justyce Jade Snedden born Nov.
14, 2003 in Brandon, MB. Krista’s partner is Robert Leigh
Borthistle born Oct. 27, 1971 in Swan River, MB.
(1c) Nadine Delos Snedden born Feb. 28, 1986 in
Neepawa.

I will use my own ancestors as examples. In 1876
John and Jim Honeyman came to Eden area and the next
year my grandfather H. Honeyman came. They liked the
land because it was flat with very few trees, no rocks, and
lots of surface water but most importantly very close to
the mountains that had logs for barns, houses, schools,
churches and firewood.
My other grandfather came in 1899 – 1900 and there
was no flat land left so up in the hills they went. The land
was covered with trees, rocks, gullies and hills. They also
had to clear 15 acres. This proved to be very, very hard as
it was all manpower with axes, grub hoes and fire. They cut
firewood and started lumber mills, besides proving up.
My dad worked in the camps and dug limestone, then
burned it in caves which made quick lime and hauled it
to Neepawa for $1.00 a load. This was used for making
bricks.
Our pioneers had a very hard life but they also made a
home for their families and turned it into a country.

The Snedden Family August 2006
L to R: George Phillips, Don Phillips, Perry Snedden,
Brian Phillips, Ellen Snedden, George Snedden,
Roger Foxton, Kenneth Check, Jay Snedden,
Jason Snedden, Teak Elliott, Dennie Phillips,
Maureen Snedden, John Waddell, Dave Kasprick,
Jeff Virgovic, Shelly Check, Sherry Snedden,
Carly Wacula, Toby Herselman, Nadine Snedden,
Krista Snedden, Honey Snedden, Tiffany Virgovic,
Nicholas Virgovic, Stefanie Check, Brittany Snedden,
Justice Snedden, Zachary Virgovic, Robyn Foxton,
missing is Dayna Foxton.

SNEDDEN, GEORGE and ELLEN
Our Genealogy:
George Delos Snedden was born June 22, 1939 in
Russell, MB. He died: Aug.18, 2006 in Neepawa.
Ellen Mae (Waddell) Snedden was born Aug. 17, 1940
in Flin Flon, MB. George and Ellen were married Feb. 28,
1959 in Strathclair, MB.

George Delos Snedden
Their four children are:
(1) Perry Wade Snedden born Aug. 10, 1959 in
Minnedosa, MB, his wife Maureen Ann (Donovan)
Snedden born May 10, 1962 in Neils Harbour, NS.
They were married Apr. 30, 1983 in Neepawa. Perry and
Maureen have three daughters;
(1a) Honey Maureen (Snedden) Kasprick born Mar. 8,
1982 in Sidney, NS, her husband is David Wesley Kasprick
born Sept. 17, 1979 in Neepawa. Honey and David were
married Aug. 26, 2006 in Neepawa.

Perry and Maureen Snedden Family
L to R: Perry, Maureen, David Kasprick
Krista, Justyce, Honey
Nadine and friend Teak
August 2005
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Jay and Sherry Snedden Family
L to R: Jay, Sherry, Jason
Brittany and Kisha
December 2006

Dennie and Don Phillips Family
Sons Brian and George
August 2005

Shelly was married to Kenneth James Robert Check
on Jan. 21, 1989 in Winnipeg and later divorced. Their
children are:
(4b) Stefanie Ellen Marie Check was born Apr. 5, 1989
in Winnipeg.
(4c) Kenneth Richard Alexander Check was born Mar.
22, 1990 in Selkirk.
Shelly’s partner is Roger Edward Foxton born June
21, 1962 in Minnedosa. His children are Dayna Jennifer
Rose Foxton born July 20, 1995 in Minnedosa, and Robyn
Martha Rose Foxton born July 20, 1997 in Brandon.

(2) Dennie Lea (Snedden) Phillips was born Dec. 23,
1960 in Minnedosa. Her husband Donald Stewart Phillips
was born July 7, 1962 in Ottawa, ON. They were married
Dec. 18, 1983 in Neepawa. Dennie and Don have two
sons;
(2a) Brian Joseph Phillips was born Aug. 22, 1985 in
Lahr, West Germany. His partner is Courtney Christine
Scott born July 5, 1985 in Toronto, ON.
(2b) George Laurel Phillips was born Oct. 7, 1992 in
Ottawa, ON.
(3) Jay Scott Snedden was born July 16, 1962 in
Minnedosa. His wife is Sherry Patricia (Elliott) Snedden
born July 7, 1963 in Winnipeg, MB. They were married
June 26, 1981 in Selkirk, MB. Jay and Sherry have a son
and a daughter;
(3a) Jason Clifford Snedden was born July 26, 1982
in Flin Flon, MB.
(3b) Brittany Dawn Snedden was born Oct. 13, 1985
in Winnipeg.
(4) Shelly Ann (Snedden) Check born Feb. 23, 1964
in Russell. Shelly has three children. She was married to
Aubrey John Millard July 29, 1983 in Winnipeg, and later
divorced. Their daughter is;
(4a) Tiffany Ann (Millard) (Check) Virgovic was born
Feb. 26, 1984 in Winnipeg. Her husband is Jeffery Vincent
Virgovic born July 14, 1978. Their children are:
(4aa) Nicholas Lee Virgovic born Mar. 17, 2001 in
Winnipeg.
(4ab) Zachary Christopher Virgovic was born Sept. 3,
2003 in Winnipeg.

Shelly Check and Roger Foxton Family
L to R: Roger Foxton, Jeff Virgovic, Kenneth Check,
Shelly Check, Robyn Foxton, Tiffany Virgovic,
Stefanie Check, Zachary Virgovic, Nicholas Virgovic,
missing is Dayna Foxton
August 2005
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George Snedden - Eulogy – Rev. Joe Ball
June 22, 1939 – August 18, 2006
George Snedden was born June 22, 1939 in Russell,
MB. He was the only son, and one of four children, born
to Cliff and Olive. Cliff was a barber, and in the early
years of George’s life he moved around the area quite a
bit, from Russell to Hartney and Strathclair, before finally
settling in Minnedosa. George did most of his schooling in
Minnedosa, after starting out in Strathclair; and he played
hockey, as a goalie, in Minnedosa as well.
He also got his start on the railway there, as an eighteen
year old brakeman. There are a few stories to be told about
his time on the railway; but suffice to say that he didn’t
stay there long. In 1958, he got his start as an apprentice
plumber with Minnedosa Plumbing and Heating. Forty-six
years later, in 2004, he was inducted into the Mechanical
Contractor’s Association Hall of Fame as a pioneer.
He worked all over Manitoba during his career, often
at some distance from his family. In 1969, tired of being
away so often, he and Ellen, along with another couple,
started Neepawa Plumbing and Heating Ltd. The business
grew from providing residential plumbing and heating
services, to become, eventually, an exclusively commercial
concern, dealing with all manner of mechanical contracting, from plumbing and heating, air conditioning and gas
fitting. Neepawa Plumbing and Heating Ltd. did business
across the province and into Saskatchewan and Ontario
as well.
It was a successful business that George sold, finally,
in 1995 to Perry and Maureen. With the support of Ellen,
George was able to not only provide for his family, but
he also trained a great number of others through their
apprenticeships. There are many here today, I’m sure, who
could tell stories about working with George; and that’s
how he said it, too; that people worked with him, rather
than for him.
That said, working with George meant working to
his high standards. He expected, even demanded, the best
from those around him, whether family or co-workers. Fail
to come up to the mark, and you were sure to get a blast,
expressing in what we call, at least in church, colourful
language. Five minutes after, though, he’d be cooled down,
and the work would go on.
His children, and maybe less frequently his grandchildren, knew what it was to be on the receiving end of these
eruptions, and a result, they usually tried to toe the line that
George drew for them. But when they crossed that line, and
maybe found themselves in a hot spot, George was also
the first person to offer them his unlimited support. George
was gruff and ruff on the outside, but he also had a soft
spot in his heart. You just had to look hard, sometimes, to
find it beneath the rough words and teasing ways.
His friends knew all about that. They say if you had
George as a friend, he was a friend for life. In the last

year, particularly, those friendships have been vital to
George, and greatly enriched his last months of life, when
he wasn’t as able as he used to be. He greatly appreciated the company of the coffee crew, and the time spent
golfing, even when he only had enough strength to come
along for the ride.
Even as he was dying, George continued to keep
happy hour, and many of his friends were also his drinking buddies. He had always been a heavy drinker, and
there were times when drinking was a problem for him.
What saved him, perhaps, from alcoholism was that he
controlled his drinking, and he always enjoyed it. He was
the same way with his smoking, unwilling to quit, even
when he came down with lung cancer.
It was part of George’s character to be in control of
everything that could be controlled, and he wasn’t going
to change his ways, even if it killed him. This attitude was
one of the reasons for his success in business, because
he was always planning ahead, and planning for all the
possibilities on a job. That way, he could be in control of
those factors that might take others by surprise.
Once retired, George and Ellen enjoyed many years
of wintering in Texas, eventually buying a winter home in
the Magic Valley Community in Weslaco. Knowing that he
wouldn’t be back again, he took care to fix a few things up
so that Ellen could continue to enjoy that retreat. Wherever
he could, George contributed his skills and expertise with
friends and family who were building or rebuilding.
One other joy for him in retirement was wood working, which he did with a scroll saw. He produced many
pieces, all of them with great care for detail. These remain
with family and friends to be treasured after his passing.
George knew that this time was coming, and he didn’t
particularly regret it. Instead, he planned for it, taking care
of as many details as he could, and spending the time as
he wished, with friends and family. He often commented
that this has been the best year of his life, as he was living
towards dying. George refused treatments that might have
prolonged his life, and he had no desire to linger long in
the hospital at the end.
In this, he got his wish. He died on Friday, Aug. 18,
after less than 48 hours in hospital. It was a perfect ending
for a man who liked to leave town with an hour’s notice.
George will be mourned by his sisters, Fays with husband
Don Campbell, Ferne with husband Dave Collum, Judy
with husband Gordon Reid. He leaves his wife of 47 years,
Ellen; their children Perry and his wife Maureen, Dennie
and husband Don Phillips, Jay and wife Sherry, Shelly
Check and her partner Roger Foxton.
As a grandfather, George will be mourned by Perry’s
children Honey and fiancé David Kasprick, Krista and her
partner Rob Borthistle, and Nadine; Dennie’s boys Brian
with partner Courtney, and George; Jay’s children Jason
with partner Emily, and Brittany; and Shelly and Rogers
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family Tiffany with husband Jeff, Stefanie, Kenneth, Dana
and Robin.
There are also the great-grandchildren, Justyce,
Nicholas, and Zachary, and an extensive extended family
of cousins, nieces, nephews, and friends, many of them,
throughout this region, and wherever winter Texans live
when the weather’s warm.

Submitted by Elizabeth Sneesby
Argyle Curtis Sneesby was born Feb. 12, 1926, in
the old Neepawa Hospital. He lived in the districts of
Glenholm and Winchester with his parents, Albert H. and
Jane Sneesby, five brothers, and seven sisters. He attended
Winchester School. In the spring of 1944, he moved to
Woodside, MB with his family.
Argyle enlisted at Fort Osborne that fall with the
Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders. He was stationed
at Fort Garry, Shilo, Brandon, and Macdonald. He later
transferred to the Royal Canadian Engineers and served
as stationary engineer at Angler, ON until 1946. He then
worked at logging at Sandspit, Queen Charlotte Islands,
and at various locations in Ontario. In 1954, Argyle moved
to Neepawa.
Elizabeth Susan Vatcher was born Sept. 10, 1930,
at the family farm home near Plumas, MB. In 1932 she
moved to Woodside with her parents, James W. and E.
Myrtle Vatcher, her older sister, Edythe, and two older
brothers, Howard and Les. She attended Woodside School
for Grades 1-10. She continued her education at Canadian
Union College in Alberta, DMCI and Manitoba Normal
School in Winnipeg.
Argyle and Elizabeth were married Aug. 24, 1955, in
the old Neepawa United Church. They enjoyed living in
Neepawa all their married life.
Argyle was employed at Neepawa Truck Service,
McDougall’s Garage, and the Neepawa Hospital. The
hospital was like “home”, and he had great times with
friends in all hospital departments. Argyle retired in
1988.
Elizabeth began her teaching career in 1949 at Mount
Calm School (north of Newdale). She taught at Palestine
School (east of Gladstone) for four years before coming
to teach at West Park School (later Hazel M. Kellington
School) in Neepawa in 1955. Elizabeth retired in 1987.

SNEESBY, ALLAN and KELLY

Allan Charles Sneesby was born on Aug. 7, 1966 to
Charles and Jean Sneesby. Kelly Lynn Angers was born
on Oct. 6, 1966 to Pat and Marie Angers. They attended
school in Neepawa and graduated from Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute in 1984. They attended the University
of Manitoba where Allan received a Bachelor of Physical
Education and Kelly received a Bachelor of Education.
They were married on July 22, 1989 in the St. James
Anglican Church. They spent four years in Strathclair
before returning to Neepawa in 1992. They have three
sons: Ryan Jordan, born June 8, 1992; Tyson Alexander,
born Aug. 16, 1994; and Matthew Allan, born Aug. 14,
1995. All three boys attend school in Neepawa and are
busy participating in many local sports and activities. In
2000, Allan and Kelly moved to an acreage in the RM of
Langford. Kelly is employed with the Beautiful Plains
School Division, teaching English and Math at NACI.
Allan is an electrical technician with Manitoba Hydro.
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immigrated from Scotland. Laura Shaver was a descendent
of the United Empire Loyalists. Jean was born Feb. 18,
1926 at Plumas. Jean had worked for Canadian Salt Co.
and Bank of Montreal in both Neepawa and main office
in Winnipeg. They came to live in Neepawa on 507 Fifth
Avenue, where they lived throughout their married life.
Allan Charles was born on Aug. 7, 1966 on his
Grandmother Innes’ birthday. He enjoyed many sports
while in school and went on to the University of Manitoba
to earn a degree in Physical Education. He married Kelly
Angers in 1989 and they have a family of three boys: Ryan
born in 1992, Tyson born in 1994, and Matthew born in
1995. Allan works for Manitoba Hydro and Kelly teaches
at the Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. (See Allan and
Kelly Sneesby family history).
Murray Ian was born on Feb. 18, 1969 on his mother’s
birthday. He, like his brother, participated in all sports.
After graduating from NACI he went on to U of M to
earn a Bachelor of Computer Science degree. He married
Brenna Miller on July 13, 1996. Brenna worked as travel
agent but now is a “stay-at- home Mom” to Hayden (1997),
Cole (1998) and Jonathan (2000). Murray works for a
computer software company and the family resides in
Winnipeg.

Argyle was a member of the Neepawa & District
Wildlife Association and a 50 year member of the Neepawa
Branch No. 23 of the Royal Canadian Legion. He enjoyed
hunting, fishing, curling and golfing. He won numerous
trophies in these sports – including a “hole in one” in golf.
Elizabeth also enjoyed fishing and golfing. They made
many trips to Prince Edward Island (Dad Vatcher’s “Island
Home”) and enjoyed the lush golf courses there. Other
regular trips were to Ottawa, Salt Lake City, and visits
west to see their “special” family.

In 1990 Argyle persuaded Elizabeth to start their business “Herbs for Health”. He took an active part until his
illness. Argyle passed away Nov. 22, 2004. He is buried in
Riverside Cemetery. Elizabeth continues to make Neepawa
her home!
Back Row L to R: Allan, Kelly, Matthew, Tyson, Ryan,
Brenna, Murray, Inset is the late Charles Sneesby
Front Row: Jean Sneesby, Jonathon, Cole and Hayden.

SNEESBY, CHARLES and JEAN
Submitted by Jean Sneesby

Charles and Jean enjoyed their many years as members
of the Masonic and Eastern Star Lodges. Charles also
enjoyed curling and was a longtime member of the Wildlife
Association. In later years, Charles enjoyed taking the
many “treasures” he had made to the Farmer’s Market.
Even if he didn’t sell many, Charles enjoyed the visiting
with all the people. Jean was very active in many sports –
softball, curling, bowling and golf. Their family enjoyed
camping and fishing trips. After the boys left home, Charles
and Jean enjoyed several trips to Arizona. Charles died on
July 26, 2003.

Charles Douglas Sneesby was born in RM of Rosedale
on Dec. 16, 1916` to Albert and Jane (Patterson) Sneesby.
Jane had come over from Scotland. Charles went to
school at Mountain View, Glenholm and Winchester
Schools. From 1939-1949, he worked for Orange Crush
in Winnipeg. From there, he worked in Rivers until 1960
and then returned to Neepawa to operate his own carpentry
business.
On Sept. 27, 1964, Charles married Jean Mary Innes,
daughter of Charles and Laura (Shaver) Innes. Charles had
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STANSKI, DARREN and RHONDA
Submitted by Rhonda Stanski

This account is picking up from where the 1984 writing left off in “The History of Riding Mountain and Area”.
Naturally, there have been quite a few happenings in the
past 23 years and this will touch on only a few.
We lost our Gordon in February 2000, due to a heart
attack. The farm had been rented out for several years and
retirement enjoyed and appreciated. Gordon had always
enjoyed fishing (them that enjoys catching, enjoys cleaning), working at McCreary’s Ski Slide, hunting, planting
evergreens, apple trees, tiger lilies, woodworking, bird
houses, Arizona tulips, and of course, playing his beloved
piano.
Being former farmers, we always enjoyed keeping an
eye on spring sowing, summer growth progress and fall
harvests.
I, Merle, moved to Neepawa after the farm was sold
in July 2005, where I’ve enjoyed town activities in the
United Church and Drop-In Centre, plus several other
senior activities.
After Grade 12 graduation in 1979, our son Ron was
employed by the Canadian Pacific Railway in Winnipeg
for a time. He then bought his dad’s International tractor,
a mower and brush cutter attachments. He then moved
to Vancouver Island, and was contracted by British
Columbia Highways in Nanaimo for six years. From there
he attended college in Vermillion studying Environmental
Management. He then worked for Stantec in Calgary. He
is now employed as environmental manager for Lafarge,
Calgary. He lives not far from his sister, Andrea, brotherin-law, Victor, and two nephews. The prairie country still
has a favorite place in his heart and he enjoys contacting some former school chums when he comes back to
Manitoba. Hiking in the mountains and motorcycling are
two favorite hobbies.
Following high school graduation in 1981, our second
son, Rob worked for Gardewine for a time, at Neepawa
Hog Plant and oil field maintenance at Gainsborough,
SK. The past nine years the Boissevain Western Archrib
Industry has been his employer. He has enjoyed the typical
prairie town and the people he has met and worked with.
The golf courses keep him busy in his spare time. He’s
involved with the local volunteer fire department. It’s so
nice to have one of the family still in the home province
and not far away.
Following Grade 12 graduation in 1984, Andrea
worked at a gift shop in Winnipeg; and then worked for a
day care. While in Winnipeg, she met and married Victor
Schupley, an electrician. After a couple of years, they
moved to Calgary. The day care became a thing of the past
and she now works for Challenger Survey. A son, Danny,
was born to them in 2002 and a second son Jonathan in
2006.

Rhonda, Tysne, Darren
I married Darren Stanski of Neepawa on Oct. 2, 1982.
We first lived four miles west of Eden, then in Neepawa
on Second Avenue, then we bought a mobile home and
moved it into Neepawa. Then we bought two acres of land
south of Neepawa and moved our trailer out there. Finally
in 1994, we built a house on the same acreage.
For the past ten years, Darren has worked with
Manitoba Hydro in the construction department, which
meant a lot of traveling, so he has seen a lot of different
areas of Manitoba. In May of this year, he found out that
he would have to go and work in Gillam for approximately
six months and did not want to do this so he applied for a
job, still with Hydro, in Brandon at the Generating Station
and he got it. So, finally, no more traveling and he will be
home every night.
I started working at East View Lodge in 1986 as a
Nurses’ Aide, mostly on the night shift. In 1998, a job posting came up for a Day Ward Clerk at Neepawa Hospital
so decided to try for it and luckily I got it. So, finally, no
more shift work as this is Monday to Friday and all days.
So far in total, I have worked for the Assiniboine Regional
Health Authority for 21 years.
On Mar. 21, 2000, our biggest dream finally came
true when our son Tysne was born, weighing a whole 4
pounds, 11 ounces. Tysne just finished Grade 1. He is a
very athletic boy and loves just about every sport there is.
He just passed his Level 2 swimming.
We have a fifth wheel camper so in the summer time
we do a lot of camping and quading.
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Charles and Jean’s family were daughters: Wilma,
Marjorie, Donna and Myrna.
Wilma Ruth attended Central School on Mountain
Avenue and then Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. She
took an active part in track and field as well as basketball
and girls’ hockey. After school and on Saturdays, she did
such jobs as: babysitting for 25 cents an evening; Morrish
Studio for 17 cents per hour; Secretary for F.L. Davis Law
Office; Joan’s Fashion Centre; Martin’s Store and George
Wickett’s Pharmacy as bookkeeper and sales clerk.
In 1951, she married Homer Gill in the Neepawa
United Church. Organist was Wes McAmmond, soloist
Joyce Cawston (McDonald) and minister was Rev. W. A.
Osborne.
Marjorie Lorraine was the Steppler’s second daughter
and after high school she worked in Christie’s Grocery,
Fenwick’s and still later for Blue Cross Hospitalization
Department in Winnipeg. In 1955, she married Donald
Player Matheson at West Point Grey United Church,
Vancouver, BC. She worked for the Coca-Cola Company
in Vancouver after their marriage. Don and Marjorie built
a new home in Horseshoe Bay area and lived there for
21 years before moving back to Neepawa. They opened
Matheson’s Furniture Store in 1976 in the former Arcade
Dance Hall. Their two children, Barbara Jean and James
Alexander, were born in Vancouver and finished schooling
in Neepawa. Barbara married Garnet Vinnell, a Franklin
farmer in 1982.
Donna Faye, third Steppler daughter, graduated from
NACI and worked for Robertson’s Grocery, Fenwick’s
Department Store and was employed for several years at the
Bank of Montreal. Donna married James Eginald Schmall
in 1959 at the Neepawa United Church. Officiating was
Rev. W.E. McDonald. Jim was employed at the Viscount
Junior High School and under the principalship of brotherin-law Homer Gill.
Myrna Lila Jean, youngest daughter of the Steppler’s,
shared with her sisters such teachers as Hazel Kellington,
Vera Cochran and Lillian Rutledge. Under Mrs. Cochran’s
guidance, they all learned to sing including the song “Oats
and Buns and Barley Grow”. Other teachers included: Ruth
Faryon, Lena McKenzie, H.C. Rey, Mildred Musgrove,
Connie Offen, and Margaret Dyker. The girls remember
Wes McAmmond drawing a horse using chalk in both
hands at the same time. They also recall such things as
line-up for school recess, school entrance, short navy
tunics and white blouses, the standard dress of the day.
After finishing school, Myrna worked for the Department
of Mines and Natural Resources, and still later Air Canada.
Here, she met Leo Lalonde who worked for Trans Air. She
married Leo in 1965 in Neepawa United Church; officiating at the ceremony was Rev. Earl McDonald. After
a Switzerland honeymoon, they made their home in St.
James-Assiniboine, Winnipeg. Born to them in 1970 was

Submitted by Myrna Lalonde
Charles Frederick Steppler was born at Steelman,
SK in 1906, the son of Wm. Hendry and Eliz (Liley)
Cuddington. Other family members were: brother Bill
(residing in Brandon), sister, Dorothy Whelpton (Neepawa)
and youngest sister, Florence (Sutter) deceased.
The family traveled by train from Steelman to the
Neepawa area, along with their furniture and livestock.
They first settled in the Glendale district and later farmed at
Osprey and Glenholm. Charles’ parents retired to Brandon,
MB in 1941, where they later deceased and are now buried
in the Brandon Cemetery.
Charles married Wilma Jean McKee (who was a
Manitoba Telephone System Operator), in 1928 at her
parents home. She was the daughter of Wm. R. McKee
and Jennie (Lindsay) who resided at 261 Third Avenue in
Neepawa. A cow was one of their wedding presents.
Charles and Jean farmed in the Rosedale and Springhill
districts for several years. Conditions were difficult in the
thirties, as many neighbours and Charlie hauled wood by
team and sleigh from the Riding Mountains for the winter’s
fuel. Hired help was obtained on a shared basis between
government and farmer for a wage of $10.00-$15.00 per
month with the farmer supplying room and board. Jean
raised chickens for meat and sold eggs for 10 cents a dozen
as well as keeping Bessie and Gertie, their cows, who
produced enough cream, milk and butter for family use
and the excess cream was sold to Boyle’s Creamery. Their
pigs sold for $2.00 a pair.
The Steppler home was always a beehive of activity
with neighbours and friends coming for a visit, hair cut,
game of cards or some good old toe tapping music.
Charlie and Jean played for many old school house
dances. Admission was often a cake or a loaf of sandwiches, others paying 25 cents per person. The Steppler
and McKee families were quite musical and the children
accompanied the parents, learning to dance at a very
young age. In later years, Charles played drums for “The
Meltones” along with the late Melvin Batters, brother-inlaw, John H. McKee, Weldon Potter, Audrey and Russell
Craig and Walter Robson.
During the late 1930s, Charles and Jean moved to
the “Harry Hodkinson” farm and for three years operated
“The Royal Dairy”. Help was hard to get during World
War II but a smart horse named Dixie was a great asset.
She automatically knew the steps for delivery of milk.
Milk sold at 14 quarts for a dollar. Charlie gave up the
dairy business in 1941 and commenced working for the
Canadian Salt Plant. He worked there for 29 years until
retirement in 1970 at which time the Neepawa plant closed
and moved to Belle Plains, SK.
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commute, with four other Birnie boys, to high school in
Eden, beginning in 1942. Arthur joined them for a year in
1945-6, then, with Ron and Fred completing Grade 12, the
family moved to Neepawa, where Arthur entered Grade
10 and Shirley Grade 9.
Meanwhile, Ron and Fred left home to teach in rural
schools for a year. Then Fred joined the Royal Canadian
Air Force, and Ron attended Normal School in Winnipeg.
Arthur, after failing Grade 11, left to begin art training at
the Winnipeg School of Art. Shirley completed her four
years of high school at Neepawa Collegiate and went on
to Normal School. The following year, Mabel Stevens
moved to Winnipeg in 1951 to be nearer her family. She
died there in 1994 at the age of ninety.
At this writing, all the Stevens siblings live in retirement. Ron, retired from a career teaching high school,
resides with wife Irene, nee Herda, near Selkirk. They
have two children. Judy, born in 1960, works as an independent graphic artist and teaches art in Winnipeg. Chris,
born in 1965, lives in Calgary with his wife, Annabel, nee
Bicknell, where he is a sales executive for a petroleum
company. Fred and his wife, Babs, nee Garson, live in
Winnipeg. His career spanned a number of executive positions and entrepreneur enterprises. Their son, Kent, born in
1959, is an executive with a telecommunications company
in Sunnyvale, California. Their daughter April, born in
1962, lives with her husband, David Wells, near Toronto
and works as a producer for CBC Television.
Arthur, a Professor Emeritus of art history from
Scripps College and the Claremont Graduate School,
lives in Claremont, California. His wife, Linda, nee Young,
died of cancer in 1990. Their two sons reside in central
California. Dene, an exterminator, lives in Vacaville,
California. Michael, a computer engineer, lives in San
Francisco.
Shirley and her husband, Frank Mikuska, a retired
graphic artist for CBC Winnipeg, live in Winnipeg. Their
two sons live in British Columbia. Vince, a swimming
coach and school teacher, lives with his wife, Janice, nee
Sorobey in Chilliwack, BC, Ben and his wife, Donna Szoke,
live in Vancouver. Vince, Donna and Ben are practicing
artists and Ben also works for a fireplace manufacturing
company. The twin daughters of Shirley and Frank live
in Winnipeg where each is married to a school principal,
Laura to Simone Laplante, and Julie to Charles Tinman.
Laura works as an independent business consultant; Julie
is the Director of Alumni Affairs at the University of
Manitoba.
The grandchildren of Mabel Stevens also produced
twelve great grandchildren.

a daughter, Danielle Michelle, who attended Heritage,
Spring Valley and John Taylor Schools in Winnipeg. In
1986, their family moved to Onanole, where Danielle
took her Grade 11 and 12 at Erickson High School. Upon
graduation, she moved to Victoria and Calgary being in the
restaurant hospitality business. She now lives in Neepawa
working as a nurse. She has two boys, Brandon and Tyler.
Leo retired from Air Canada in 2004 after commuting
to Winnipeg for 20 years. He has spent his summers as
Course Host at Clear Lake Golf Course and is presently
employed with Cargo Jet in Bermuda. Myrna still works
part time at Cottage Crafts in Clear Lake.
The girls remember working for 25 cents an hour,
dancing at the Arcade to the music of the Black Hawks
and Glen Frain and his Buckaroos. They can recall Leon
Asper’s Roxy Theatre nights and the many good shows
for 25 cents which included being ushered to your seat,
the spectacle of neckers at no extra cost and the 5 cent
popcorn or ice cream treat.
Many good family picnics were held at Riverbend
Park with Andy Wilson, the one-armed attendant dressed
in full uniform, including a cane directing traffic on a busy
Sunday afternoon. Riverbend was a favorite picnic spot
for Grandma McKee, along with her well stocked larder
of salads, pies, cookies, meat and her famous homemade
bread. Grandma McKee’s farm home was a favorite and
with the music of the old-fashioned gramophone including
that famous Victor record of “The Big Bad Wolf”. These
are but a few of the memorable experiences of growing
up in and about Neepawa that gives us an appreciation of
our past and the many good times in our home town of
Neepawa.

STEVENS FAMILY
Submitted by Arthur Stevens
The Stevens family of Birnie came into existence on
June 7, 1926 when Edith Mabel Chambers, daughter of
Edith Ada Mary and Frederick Villiers Nassau Chambers,
married Alfred Herbert Stevens in Birnie. Alfred Stevens,
born in England, had immigrated to Canada and had served
in the Canadian Army during World War I. Following their
marriage, the young couple moved to Winnipeg, where all
of their children were born: Ronald Herbert, born July 15,
1928; Frederick John Oct. 9, 1929; Arthur Dene Mar. 16,
1931 and Shirley Mabel on Jan. 19, 1933.
After a few months on a farm northeast of Birnie
in October 1934, where our father died, Mabel Stevens
moved the family, accompanied by our Chambers grandparents, into Birnie. There, the family lived for the next
twelve years. All four children attended Birnie School,
a one-room, red brick building with Grades 1 through 8
taught by a single teacher. Ron and Fred began a bicycle
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STEWART, HENRY

STEWART, ROBERT and PHYLLIS

Submitted by Vern Gowing

Submitted by Phyllis Stewart

Henry Archabald Mcgregor Stewart was born in 1889,
and died in 1991 in Neepawa. He was the son of William
Stewart and Jean Duff, from Roxbouroshire, Scotland.
He married Susan Annie Partridge in Neepawa. Annie
was the daughter of David Partridge and Celeste Hudson
from Ontario. She was born in 1906 and died in 1995
in Neepawa. Henry and Annie are buried in Riverside
Cemetery in Neepawa.
Henry attended Mekiwin School. After he finished
school, he became a farm hand in the Sinclairville district.
Later, he rented a farm in the Helston area. It was there he
met and married Annie Partridge. After two years on the
farm and the birth of their first daughter Elsie, the family
moved to Neepawa.

This history is continuing on from the Langford
History Book.
Bob and I continued to farm in the Mentmore district
with Ken driving to the farm to work with his dad and
uncle.
In the summer of 1998, we decided it was time to
change places. So we traded places with Ken and his
family. Ken had purchased the Steppler home and remodeled it so I live right down town.
Bob took to town life quite well, as he liked to coffee
with friends and he drove to the farm each day to help
Ken. His life in town or retirement was short lived, as the
following winter he developed cancer. He had surgery
in May of 1999 but the cancer had spread and he passed
away in September of 1999. He was buried at Riverside
Cemetery on his seventy-first birthday.
Ken married Belinda Webb in June of 1991 and they
have two children. Tyler works in Alberta and Kailee is
in school at Brookdale.
Tracey – see Patrick Traill history.
Barbara is our city girl. She loves Winnipeg and comes
home rarely, as she has her two cats. Over the years she
has had various jobs. She graduated from the University
of Winnipeg with her Bachelor of Arts in Psychology in
1993. She was a nanny to her sister’s two little girls for
two years. This summer, she received her degree in Library
Science and has purchased her own home in the city. What
next for her?
I still live at 211 Hamilton and have enjoyed the leisure
of town life. My yard, house, volunteering and coffee keep
me busy.

STEWART, ROY W.
Submitted by Carol Bray
Roy William Stewart, son of Wm. J. and Ina (Brydon)
Stewart, married Grace Margaret McGillivray, daughter of
Mack and Eva (Rogers) McGillivray, on June 23, 1947 at
Franklin, MB. They moved to the Stewart farm (SE 5-15-15)
north-west of Neepawa, where their two daughters, Carol
Lynne (1950) and Lorna Grace (1952) were born.
In 1959, Roy and Grace moved into town and Roy
went to work at Swift’s Hatchery and John Deere Farm
Equipment. About 1960, he left there and began working
as a mechanic for Plains Farm Equipment, the International
Harvester Dealer, where he remained for the next twentyfive years. In 1986, he went to work for his son-in-law,
Dave, on their farm just south of Neepawa. He continued
there until his retirement in 1994. Roy passed away on
Sept. 8, 2006 and his wife, Grace, still lives in Neepawa.

Henry became involved with the building of the Salt
Plant. After the plant was built, Henry became a brine
tender, a job he held for 24 years, until his retirement.
Henry and Annie have three children: Elsie, Gordon
and Maurice.
Elsie Doreen Stewart was born in 1926 in Neepawa
and died in 1985 in East View Lodge. She was married to
George Johnson in Neepawa and has one daughter Darla
Johnson. Darla married Lawrence Bradley.
Gordon William Stewart married Eva Grosgean. They
have three children: James, Bev and Shelia.
Maurice Glen Stewart married Nora Ellen Curtis in
Brandon, MB.
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he graduated from natural resource management before
starting a lengthy career as a conservation officer.
Evelyn is a graduate of the Medical Technology
program and is a Registered Technologist. Evelyn has
continued to pursue her career since graduation and
currently works as a Registered Laboratory Technologist
at the Neepawa Hospital.
Bill’s career took them to many communities throughout Manitoba where they lived an adventurous life, eventually transferring to Neepawa as the officer in charge of the
Neepawa Detachment. He later transferred into training,
as a college department head. He is currently the editor of
several magazines and operates a small business. Bill is
an award-winning author who has written several national
best-seller books. He is recognized as a leading naturalist
and conservationist and he is frequently called upon for
radio and television interviews.
Bill is an active community volunteer who has served
on many boards and committees. He is currently chair of
the Manitoba Public Library Board and has served on the
national executive of the Canadian Library Association and
the Canadian Library Trustees Association. He is currently
a Town of Neepawa Councilor, serving his fourth consecutive term as an elected municipal official.

Roy and Grace
Their daughter, Carol went to Brandon University after
high school and then went on to teach school at McCreary,
MB. In 1971, she married Dave Bray, son of Cyril and
Muriel (Sumner) Bray. Dave farmed south of Neepawa
and Carol worked at East View Lodge as a nurses’ aide
until 1975 when their son, Daniel Steven was born. He
was soon followed by Ronald Stewart (1977), Kenneth
David (1979) and Diane Colleen (1983). *See Dave Bray
Family History.
Roy and Grace’s other daughter, Lorna, went to BU
following high school, where she too took her teaching
degree. Later, she returned to Assiniboine Community
College and took bookkeeping, working for several years
as a bookkeeper in Brandon. In 1977, she married Norm
Gruhn of Minto, MB and moved to his family farm, south
of Brandon. They have two boys: Jerry Norman (1980),
who lives in Brandon and works for the Assiniboine
Regional Health Authority and Jeffrey Richard (1983),
who married Jennifer Michaluk in 2005 and works as a
trucker out of Brandon.
*See original family histories in the previous Neepawa
and Langford history books (W.C. Stewart/John Brydon/
Kenneth McGillivray and George H. Rogers).

STRELCZIK, MICHAEL and DEBRA
Submitted by Mike and Debbie
Michael Gordon Strelczik, son of Donald and Shirley
Strelczik, and Debra Lisa Olson, daughter of Peter and
Bernice Olson, were married Jan. 4, 2003.
Mike, born Feb. 26, 1971, has lived entirely in Neepawa
and received his high school diploma at Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute. He has been employed at the Neepawa
Co-op Home Centre since 1992 as a clerk.

STILWELL, BILL and EVELYN
Bill and Evelyn Stilwell moved to Neepawa in 1985.
They have a son, Tyler, who was born in the Neepawa
Hospital. Bill grew up in Elgin, MB and Evelyn in Saltcoats,
SK. Bill attended Brandon University and Saskatoon where

Charlie and Kennedy
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Debbie, born Sept. 29, 1974, was raised on a farm in
the Rapid City, MB area and moved to Minnedosa, MB
after receiving her high school diploma at Elton Collegiate,
Forrest, MB. She has worked several positions at the
Minnedosa Credit Union since 1992, and currently is a
Loans Clerk.
Together Mike and Debbie raised two girls: Charlie
Roselynn, born Nov. 10, 2003 and Kennedy Nicole, born
Oct. 26, 2005. Mike has been a member of Neepawa Fire
Department for several years and also enjoys playing baseball with the local recreation league. You can also enjoy
listening to Mike play drums, as well as his father Don,
on banjo, and older brother Chris, on bass guitar, as three
of the five members of The Western Strings. Charlie and
Kennedy have already taken quite a musical interest and
their parents and grandparents hope to see them play along
with their daddy in the future.

Submitted by Barrie Strohman
Richard Barrie Strohman was born on Aug. 12, 1930 in
a log cabin on section SE 4-14-15, in the RM of Langford.
He is the eldest son of George Raymond Strohman and
Mary Margaret Barrie Fleming. Raymond Strohman was
the second son of Diedrich George Strohman and Sarah
Wilhemina Findlay. Mary Fleming was the eldest daughter
of John Barrie Fleming and Frances Ann Holmes.
Barrie grew up along with his sister, Jean Louise,
on the farm at Hallboro for six years until the Raymond
Strohman family moved to the farm of a cousin, R.D.
McNab in the Brookdale district, in order that the family
could receive a greater education. Here, three more children were added to the Strohman family: George Edward;
Sarah Ann and Rosemary Margaret.
In 1942, Raymond Strohman bought the Phil Winslow
farm that was a mile to the east. It was the E ½ of section
6-13-15 in the RM of Langford and Ray and Mary lived
here until they retired off the farm and moved to Neepawa.
Barrie completed his Grade 12 at Brookdale, thanks in
part to principal Marie McDonald, who had marked his
days absent during harvest time as half days absent so
that there was the total number of attendance days met
that was required. This was of course during World War
II and Barrie was needed to fill a man’s shoes as farm
laborers were scarce. He remembers driving a stook team
at thrashing time and riding one of two binders that were
hitched together when cutting the crops and this at the age
of fourteen and fifteen. Later, he attended the University of
Manitoba, graduating with the Governor General’s silver
medal from the diploma course in Agriculture in 1952.
During the time on his father’s farm, many farm buildings were erected with the culmination of a new home.
He also worked on other farm buildings in the area and
had a part in the building of the Pool Elevator annex at
Brookdale and the drive-in theatre at Neepawa. All this
work in the building trade put him in good position when
he got married and also formed his own construction
firm.
In 1960, he married Joyce Aileen Gabler. Joyce was
the eldest daughter of Benjamin Leslie Gabler and Bessie
Mae Dalgleish. Benjamin was the third son of August
Charles Frederick Gabler and Harriet Ethelinda Sloan
and Bessie was the daughter of Andrew Albert Dalgleish
and Mary Elizabeth Voss. Joyce was born on the farm
north west of Riding Mountain on June 24, 1941. She
went to school at Roskeen, walking the two and one half
miles, winter and summer for her first schooling and then
attended schools in Kelwood and Riding Mountain. Upon
completing schooling, she worked as a nurse’s aide at the
Neepawa Hospital.

STRELCZIK, STEVE and LESLEE
Submitted by Les and Marilyn Richardson for Leslee

October 2006
Leslee is the daughter of Wayne and Brenda Schell and
the granddaughter of Les and Marilyn Richardson.
Leslee married Steve Strelczik in May of 2005 and
they are blessed with a beautiful son, Brendin, who was
three this past March. They also had a son, Jett, born on
Feb. 10, 2006. Sadly, he passed away eight hours later.
Leslee attended Scientific Marvel School of Hairstyling
and Esthetics. She graduated with honours and is presently working at Marijka’s Therapy Clinic and Day Spa,
in Neepawa, as an esthetician.
Steve is studying the Early Childhood Education and
working at Budz ’n Bloom Day Care in Neepawa.
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that they remember going to parties and socials when his
grandparents lived in it. This home was one of a few that
folks rotated to as a social hub of the Osprey community,
especially during the winter months. The home had its own
electricity run by batteries that were charged by a wind
charger and also with modern plumbing it was quite a show
place. To top it all off, the large lawn with its centre peony
bed, the big perennial garden and the bounteous orchard
added to its prestige. Now this grand home carries another
historical name, “The Nook”.

In 1961, Barrie and Joyce built their first home on
Brown Avenue. The frame work of this home was from
lumber of timber logged out of Riding Mountain National
Park. Barrie worked for Joyce’s uncle, Alvin Dalgleish
in cutting the logs, hauling and milling them at Alvin’s
sawmill, and his wages went in kind for the sawing and
milling of the permits that Barrie had. In this home, two
of the family were born: Natalie Joy, born in 1961 and
Michele Louise, born in 1963.
In 1965, Barrie and Joyce built their second home, the
first totally electric home in the area and had the designation of a “Gold Medallion Home”. This was built on the
corner of Bradley Boulevard and Elizabeth Street. This
was in a new subdivision of Neepawa that had been part
of the Fleming dairy farm and which Raymond Strohman
had plans drawn and registered for residential building
lots. This subdivision was called Barrie Heights and a
park in the centre was named the John Barrie Fleming
Memorial Park, in honor of Barrie’s grandfather. There
were 72 building lots in the development and Barrie and
his firm built 95% of the homes. Here in their second
home, Corinne Marie and Nigel Barrie were born to
round out the family of four children. Natalie Joy went
on to become a registered nurse and has two children,
Nita Rochelle and Nathan Barrie. Michele also has two
children: Chantele Michele and Brendan Glenn and has
opened her own boutique in Kenora, ON. Corinne has
three girls, Marissa Rae, Christen Marie and Jamie Lynn.
She became a pharmacy technical and later went on to
take dentistry at the University of Manitoba, graduating
as a dental hygienist.
Barrie and his firm have built well over 200 homes
in the Neepawa area, all of which are still being lived in
to date. Many homes were renovated as well as a large
number of farm buildings were erected within a 50 mile
radius of Neepawa. Several store fronts and store renovations were the product of his work. When his brotherin-law, Ray McAllister, built the Vivian Motor Hotel in
1961, Barrie had a share in its construction. Strohman
Construction built several homes in the Johnson development and upgraded many of Neepawa streets. His work
in construction has added to the growth and beauty of the
town.
In 1972, Barrie and Joyce bought his grandfather
Strohman’s home from his cousin Peggy Jones (Strohman)
and moved it to the property, two and one half miles south
of Neepawa on No. 5 Highway. This 6 acre property,
they purchased from Jim Farough. This home, which was
built in 1917, was an Eaton package and it will soon be
a century old. The home was renovated inside and out
bringing it up to standards with new windows, plumbing
and heating. Later, a solarium on two sides of the house
was added. Here the family grew up until they left home
to be on their own. Many people have mentioned to Barrie

45th Anniversary
Back Row L to R: Natalie Joy, Michele Louise,
Corinne Marie, Nigel Barrie
Front Row: Barrie, Joyce
Since retirement in 1990, Barrie and Joyce, through
their son Nigel, are making “The Lily Nook” into a thriving business. A building was added to accommodate a sales
area, souvenir shop (JC’s Lily Shoppe), a cold storage
room to keep bulbs at a desired temperature, a package
room for shipping, bathroom facilities for tourists and a
shop and tool area for storage. The grounds have been
landscaped with show beds of lilies and perennials. These
are maintained for the enjoyment of the thousands of tourists that pass through. Their enjoyment was evident by the
remarks of a visitor who on proceeding down a row of
lilies would stop every few feet and proclaim “Oh, I am
in lily heaven!”
The original Strohman home is now a part of the
third generation in the Strohman’s. It is now also a show
place and continues as a positive part in the history of the
Strohman family.

SUMNER, GEORGE and SELINA
George was the second son of Ernest and Jane Sumner.
He was born Dec. 18, 1906. In 1929 he married Selina
Kinsley, eldest daughter of Henry and Sarah Kinsley of
Arden. They farmed on the SE 26-14-15 until 1939 when
they purchased the NW 23-14-15 from Gordon Sumner,
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Child and Adolescent Treatment Centre in Brandon and
now is employed with the Rolling River School Division
at the Rivers Elementary School. Craig is the bookkeeper
for Shur-Gro. Janice retired in 2000 after working 30 years
with Meyers, Norris, Penny, and Mervin retired from farming in 2003.
Shirley married James Bateman of Portage la Prairie,
MB. They have a daughter Lisa and a son Troy. Shirley
and Jim reside in High River, AB.

where they lived and raised their three children, Velma,
Mervin and Shirley. George died in 1975 and Selina stayed
on the home farm until 2003, when she moved into a condo
in Neepawa.

SUMNER, JOHN and IDA
In 1972, John Sumner passed away. Ida Sumner,
widow of John, moved to Neepawa in 1974. She lived
with her father, Albert Ishenberg, in the house he had
earlier built, at 362 First Avenue until Albert passed away
in 1974 at 92 years of age. In 1996, Ida moved to the Elks
Manor, where she cherished her suite and the friendship of
her neighbours until 2001 when she moved to East View
Lodge. On Mar. 14, 2004, Ida passed away at the age of
92. Ida was buried beside John in the Neepawa Cemetery.
She is remembered for her hard work, her generous and
gentle manner. We all miss her greatly.

Velma Foster, Shirley Bateman, Mervin Sumner,
Selina Sumner
Velma married Valmore Foster of Flin Flon, MB.
They raised three children: Kim, Brett and Terry. After
Val passed away in 2001, Velma moved back to Neepawa
where she now resides.

Terry LaRocque, Lori Sumner, Janice and Mervin
Sumner, Craig and Mandy Johnston
Front: Trevor and Kendra Johnston

L to R: Bill Sumner, Elviss Sumner, Marie Wilson,
Marcy Jackson, Norma deBalinhard, Edythe Harstine,
Robert Sumner, Louise Kuharski

Mervin married Janice Drysdale of the Inkerman
district in 1965. They raised two daughters: Lori and
Mandy. Lori graduated from the University of Winnipeg
with a degree in Geography. She then moved to London,
ON, where she joined the Naval Reserve in 1995. In 1999,
she met Terrence LaRocque. They moved to Quebec City in
2003, where she continued working for the Naval Reserve.
In 2006, she transferred to the Regular Force as an Air
Logistics Officer, and was posted to Trenton, ON, where
she is a squadron administration officer. Mandy graduated
from Brandon University with a degree in Education. She
married Craig Johnston of Neepawa in 1995 and they have
two children: Kendra and Trevor. Mandy taught at the

Marie married David Wilson of Winnipeg (a mail
carrier) in 1954. She has a step-daughter, Roberta Calvez,
who now lives in Christina Lake, BC and has two sons.
Stryker is presently taking his Masters Degree in Psychology
at the University of Saskatoon. Beau, a computer technologist, is married to Jenny Smith and they have daughters Maya and Brandie and they live in Calgary, AB. A
step-son Karl, married Linda Hinecker of Edmonton, AB.
They have two children: Dean and Kimberly. Dean (Karen
Chouinard) has two sons: Jamie and Tanner and they live
in Winnipeg, MB; and a daughter Kimberly (Ron Jacques)
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She returned to attend the U of M where she graduated
with a diploma in Agriculture in 2002. She is currently
employed with Eagle Agro. Aug. 5, 2003 she married
Stephane Lapointe, son of Gerald and Solange Lapointe,
of Ste. Agathe, MB also a U of M diploma graduate.
Stephane and Kerrilee first resided in Neepawa and took
up residence on SE 10-14-16 in 2005. In 2005, Kerrilee
traveled to north east India on a group study program sponsored by the Neepawa Rotary. They purchased the Davies
Farm, incorporating to form Sumpointe Acres. April 5,
a son Tarek Stephane Joseph was born in the Brandon
Hospital.

who has two daughters: Taylor and Shaylynn and also
lives in Winnipeg. A son, Dwight, married Cindy Moore
and lives in Calgary and a son, Rauly, married to Kristina
Taylor, lives in Auckland, New Zealand. David died in
January 1981. Marie continues to live in Winnipeg.
Louise, a teacher, married Frank Kuharski in 1963.
They have two daughters: Brenda and Sharon. Frank and
Louise lived in Gladstone, MB and later in the Bird’s
Hill area, where they helped develop and manage a
mobile home park, until Frank’s death in 1989. Brenda, a
computer programmer, married Tim Roche in 1996. They
have two daughters: Tessa and Coleen and live in Bedford,
Texas. Sharon, a teacher married Ron Paziuk and lives in
Dauphin, MB. Louise now lives in Winnipeg.
Edythe married Donald Harstine of West Lafayett,
Ohio in 1960. They have two children. Son Allen married
Sheri Buck, are parents to Scott of Phoenix, Arizona and
Garrett at home. They live in Vancouver, Washington.
Daughter Karen married Brad Ludwick and they have a
daughter Kristin and a son David. They live in Phoenix,
Arizona. Don’s work as an engineer took them to various
parts of the United States before retiring in 2001 in Dewey,
Arizona. Don died in 2005.
William and Elizabeth (nee Owens of Forrest, MB)
built the present yard site SE 10-14-16 over 41 years,
1963-2004. They moved to NE 15-14-16, a mile up the
road, in 2005. Elizabeth received her Bachelor of Education
with a Brandon University silver medal in Education,
taught school for 36 years; at Glenburney (6), Hazel M.
Kellington School (25) and was principal of J. M. Young
School at Eden, MB (5). For the past ten years, she worked
in real estate sales for Gill & Schmall Agencies. Their two
children, Kevan and Kerrilee attended Neepawa schools
and were active in sports and 4-H in the area. Both had
nine years of 4-H experience with Neepawa Silver Spurs
and Neepawa Beef Club. Highlights for each were the 4-H
opportunities culminating with the 4-H trip to Japan. Also
highlighting their interest in cultures was the opportunity
to host eleven year long student exchanges and several
short-term exchanges during their school years. These
students have become life long friends.
Kevan graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute in 1994, attended the University of Manitoba
graduating in Architecture in 1998 and his Masters in City
Planning in 2005. He studied in Italy and the University of
Grenoble in France. He worked for Cochrane Engineering
in Winnipeg, Brandon and Area Planning, and is currently
a Policy Analyst with Manitoba Agriculture. Kevan
currently resides in Brandon with partner, Tanya Dawn
Walmsley, daughter of Jim and Judith Walmsley of Rapid
City, MB.
Kerrilee graduated from NACI in 1998 and embarked
on a year long agricultural exchange to Australia working
on the farm of Ross and Tania Wills in New South Wales.

Back Row L to R: William Sumner, Tanya Walmsley,
Kevan Sumner, Stephane Lapointe
Front Row: Elizabeth Sumner, Kerrilee Lapointe,
Tarek Lapointe (being held by his father
Norma married Royal Canadian Mounted Police
Sergeant William David deBalinhard in 1961. They have
four children: Stewart married Kristy Budd and they live
in Vancouver, BC. David married to Lori Hooker, has a
daughter Nikola and a son Noah and lives in Vernon, BC.
Sandra married Edward Cooper of Biggar, SK and they
have a daughter, Jesse and a son Taylor and live in Nelson,
BC. Richard married Crystal Stewart and lives in Surrey,
BC. William retired from the force in 1982 and died in
1995. Norma lives in Nelson, BC.
Robert and Deanna continue to live and farm on
3-14-16 in the Mentmore district. Their oldest son, Kelly
Robinson, born in Neepawa on Apr. 3, 1970, graduated
from NACI in 1988 and worked for a year in British
Columbia before continuing his education at the U of M.
While employed with Export Packers, he completed his
degree in Food Science. Kelly moved on to Lucernes and
in 2000 was transferred to Edmonton, AB. He and his
partner, Tracy McMahon, of Inwood, MB, own a home
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in Edmonton and Kelly is a quality controller for WOW!
Factor Desserts in Sherwood Park, AB. Their second son,
Jason Robert, born Mar. 29, 1974, in Brandon, graduated
from NACI in 1992. While employed with Pool Elevators,
he received his diploma in Agriculture from the U of M.
He continued working for Pool, which amalgamated to
become Agricore United. In 2006, he decided to follow his
dream and become a full time farmer (God Bless Him!).
In 2000, Jason married Leah Beddome, a Respiratory
Therapist at Brandon General Hospital, and they reside
in Neepawa. On Mar. 15, 2005, Jason and Leah welcomed
a beautiful baby boy, Rylan John, into their family. Nov.
9, 2007, a cute little baby girl, Makenna Chloe joined the
family.
Elvis and Connie (nee Ellis) were married Apr. 27,
1974. They have three children: Melinda, Julie and Mark.
Elviss and Connie along with their son, Mark, farm the
homestead NW 23-13-16 in the RM of Langford. In July
2004 the family celebrated the farm centennial.
Melinda, Julie and Mark attended Brookdale
Elementary School and took their high school years at
NACI in Neepawa. Melinda is a payroll administrator for
Northwest Transportation Company Limited, a marine
transportation company, at Hay River, NWT. Julie is living
in Brandon and works as a dietary aide.

Submitted by Arnold and Sharon
Arnie was born Oct. 10, 1945 to Mike and Helen
Suski (Kasprick) in the RM of Minto. He attended Empire
School.
Sharon was born Feb. 23, 1954 to Stan and Audry
Myker (Gibson) in the RM of Langford. She attended
Inkerman School and Neepawa High School.
Arnie and Sharon moved to the RM of Lansdowne to
11-16-14 in 1983 where they still farm today.
They have two children. Sherry was born Oct. 23,
1974 and James was born Feb. 2, 1976. They attended
Arden School and high school in Neepawa.
Sherry and Dustin Osborne (Linda and Clifford
Minkus) have three children. Cole (Nov. 19, 1993), Cassie
Jo (Mar. 4, 1995) and Nate (Jan. 3, 2007). They reside in
Neepawa.
James and Lisa Suski (Marlene and Nestor Kostenchuk)
reside in Brandon and are currently expecting their first
child Mar. 1, 2008.

SWANSON, CHARLIE and KATHLEEN
Submitted by Charlie and Kathleen Swanson
Charles Herbert Swanson was born in Neepawa on
Dec. 23, 1935, to Oscar Herbert Swanson and Myrtle
Laurene (Mikkelsen) Swanson of Brookdale, MB. Oscar’s
parents, Herman and Hannah (Johanson) Swanson,
emigrated from Sweden in 1879. After having lived in
Minnesota and British Columbia for a few years, they
came to the RM of Langford where Herman bought NE
6-13-16. Myrtle’s father, Sophus Mikkelsen, arrived from
Denmark in 1903 and married Maria Mason who had come
from England. Charlie has one sister, Mona Lorraine. She
and her husband, Millen Johnston, live in Neepawa.
Kathleen Alberta Dennis was born in Neepawa on
May 3, 1936, to Herbert Bayfield (Bay) Dennis and Lexie
Oridell (Smith) Dennis of Brookdale. Bay Dennis was
born at Arlington, Prince Edward Island, son of Henry and
Ellen (McArthur) Dennis, and came to Manitoba via Port
Arthur (Thunder Bay), ON. After a short time of farming at Hallboro, MB with his brother Ben, he bought SW
1-13-16 in the RM of Langford where he lived for the rest
of his life. Lexie Dennis was born in Port Arthur where she
worked as a stenographer. She came to Brookdale in 1932
when she and Bay were married. Lexie was the daughter
of William John Smith and Alberta (Brooks) Smith.
Before his marriage to Lexie, Bay was married to
Muriel Elizabeth Edwards. Muriel was the daughter of
Florence Edwards who had come from England and
married Peter Fuchs of Hallboro. Muriel died in 1925

Elviss, Julie, Connie, Melinda, Mark
Marcia (John and Ida’s youngest daughter) and Bruce
lived in La Ronge, SK from 1978 to 1995, when they
moved to Saskatoon, SK. Marcia and Bruce both work
for the Province of Saskatchewan. They have two children: a daughter Shelley and a son Jarod. Both attended
St. Joseph High School in Saskatoon and then attended
the University of Saskatchewan. Shelley graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts in History. Shelley and her partner Brad
Federspiel both reside in Saskatoon. Jarod graduated with
Bachelor of Science in Agriculture, Environmental Science
and continues to reside in Saskatoon.
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program and plans to complete this in 2008. He successfully completed the Iron Man Triathlon in Penticton, BC,
in 2004, 2006 and 2007. Glen and Michele Berard (daughter of Rick and Fay Berard) were married in Winnipeg on
Feb. 15, 1997. Michele is a processing officer of corporate
returns at the Canada Revenue Agency.

leaving two small daughters: Mildred Lenore (Butcher)
and Florence Muriel (Burridge, Kirk).
Both Charlie and Kathleen were raised and went
to school in Brookdale. Charlie began farming in partnership with his father immediately after high school.
He rented land in the Ingelow district from Mr. Stuart
Mitchell and Mrs. A.W. Moffatt. Kathleen attended the
Provincial Normal School in 1954-55 and taught at Austin
and Carberry, MB. Charlie and Kathleen were married at
Brookdale on July 18, 1959.
Charlie and Kathleen lived in Brookdale until 1961,
when they purchased the farm of Mr. and Mrs. Sam Abbott
and moved to E 36-12-16, approximately two miles east
of Brookdale. This farm was originally homesteaded by
the Dodds family, and in the early days, was a stopping
place for new settlers and travelers. This location was
ideally suited to raising a family, due to the proximity of
Brookdale and excellent school bus routes.
Some additional land was purchased over the years,
including NE 26-12-16 from Mrs. Ruth Lawrie, E 8-12-16
from Charlie’s parents and SE 1-13-16 from Florence and
Cecil Burridge.
In their years at Brookdale, Charlie and Kathleen
had the opportunity to take part in various volunteer and
recreation activities. Hockey, curling, 4-H, Junior Farmers,
dances and concerts in the Community Hall were available
close by. Saturday nights in Neepawa at the Roxy Theatre
and the Arcade were a social highlight for teenagers.
Catherine Janine Swanson was born in Carberry
(June 21, 1964), as was Glen Herbert Swanson (Dec. 28,
1968). Janine and Glen attended kindergarten in Neepawa,
elementary school at Brookdale and went to Neepawa for
high school. After graduating from high school, Janine
obtained a Bachelor of Science from Brandon University
and a certificate in Respiratory Therapy from the Winnipeg
Health Sciences Centre. She worked as a respiratory therapist in Fredericton, NB and Calgary, AB before returning
to university in the faculty of law at the University of
Manitoba, graduating in 1994. She is currently employed
at the Workers’ Compensation Board as the Program
Co-ordinator in the Community Initiatives and Research
Program. On Dec. 30, 1994, she and Ronald Petley (son
of Robert and Sophie Petley) were married in Winnipeg.
Ron is a Respiratory Therapist with the Winnipeg Regional
Health Authority. Janine and Ron live in Winnipeg with
their children: Alexander Robert Charles (born June 4,
1999) and Riley Sophie Kathleen (born Aug. 11, 2003).
Following graduation from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute, Glen obtained a Certificate in Logistics and a
Bachelor of Arts through part-time studies while working for Manitoba Pool Elevators and XCAN Grain. He
currently works as a marketing manager in sales policy
at the Canadian Wheat Board. He is studying part-time at
the Asper School of Business in the MBA post-graduate

Back Row: Michele, Glen, Ron Petley, Janine Swanson
Middle Row: Alex Petley, Charlie
Front Row: Riley Petley, Kathleen
Kathleen was privileged to serve on the board of
Beautiful Plains School Division for eight years and was
organist of Brookdale United Church for several years.
An interesting and challenging year was spent returning
to school at age fifty, in the Clerical/Bookkeeping course
at Red River Community College.
In 1985 Charlie was elected vice-president of Manitoba
Pool Elevators and became president in 1990. This position necessitated living in Winnipeg. However, ties with
Brookdale and the farm were maintained by commuting
from the city many weekends. During this time, the farm
was in the capable hands of neighbours who rented the
land.
In 1998 Charlie was elected the first president of
Agricore, which was the company resulting from the
merger of Manitoba Pool and Alberta Pool Elevators.
During the years of involvement with Manitoba Pool and
Agricore, Charlie was president of XCAN Grain Ltd. and
Cascadia Terminals and served on the boards of Prince
Rupert Grain and Western Co-op Fertilizer Ltd.
After he retired from Agricore in 1999, Charlie and
Kathleen moved back to Brookdale, where they lived until
2004 when they moved to Neepawa, building a home at
277 Isabel Street. In 2003, E 36-12-16 and E 8-12-16
were sold.
Upon reflection at time of writing – November, 2007 –
the Swanson family was fortunate to have lived in the prosperous, stable communities of Brookdale and Neepawa.
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SWANSON, FRANS and ELEANOR

art retail. Herb retired in 2006, after some 33 years with
the Province of Manitoba, the most recent 23 years with
Manitoba Agriculture, in natural resource and agricultural
programs and policy. Shirley and Herb have three children.
David lives in Ottawa, and is currently working both on-air
and in sales with a local radio station. Diana is a middle
manager with MTS Allstream and lives in Winnipeg. In
August 2007, she married Rob Keenan of Winnipeg, with
the wedding in Prince Edward Island. Rob is a manager
with Canada Bread. Karen also lives in Winnipeg working for the University of Manitoba in its theatre education
program. In 2006, she married Sean Neville, originally of
Guelph, ON. He also works in Winnipeg’s theatre community. In June 2007, Karen and Sean celebrated the birth of
daughter, Eleanor Marie, the first and only great grandchild
of Eleanor Swanson. The two Eleanor’s (both senior and
junior) are the pride and joy of Shirley’s family.

Mary Eleanor, eldest daughter of Hector and Lena
Simpson of Shoal Lake, married Frans Swanson in 1937,
the second son of Herman and Hannah Swanson of the
Brookdale area. Eleanor and Frans farmed at Brookdale,
retiring to the village of Brookdale in the mid ‘70s. They
raised three children: Hector, Shirley and Clare. After
Frans passed away in 1992, Eleanor moved to Hamilton
Place in Neepawa, where she continues to reside. In 1999,
Hector also moved to Neepawa, residing in Hamilton Place
together with Eleanor.
Eleanor, born in 1916, has four brothers and sisters:
Francis (Thelma Laird, both deceased), Marion (Harold
Ishenberg, deceased), Dorothy (Stanley Cook) and Charlie
(Ruby Bartz). Frans, born in 1901 in the RM of Langford,
had five brothers and sisters, all deceased: Charlie, Freda
(Cleave Chudley), Oscar (Myrtle Mikkelsen), Gus (Jean
Downey) and Hilda (Ross Harrison).
Eleanor at the age of 91 continues to lead a busy and
active life. Her continuing skills in handiworks, especially
quilting, knitting and needlework, are legendary amongst
her family and friends. Her baking and preserving products
have won many ribbons, even recently. She is a storehouse of local history, and served as committee President
in publishing the History of Brookdale School District,
Quest for Roots, 1986. She has volunteered in many
community activities and committees, including 4-H leadership and community clubs. She has contributed greatly
to the Brookdale and Neepawa United Churches, including
teaching Sunday School and serving on various boards.
She has been an avid curler for over 60 years. Although
not curling now, she seldom misses a game on television.
She also enjoys watching the Toronto Blue Jays baseball
and Winnipeg Blue Bombers football. She has always been
very skilled at cards, and recently learned to play bridge.
She continues to enjoy periodic stays in Winnipeg.
Hector has recently retired but volunteers extensively with Neepawa local access television. He currently
manages the Access 2 Books Store, and has helped in the
taping of many local events. He serves on the Lily Festival
committee. He was instrumental in hosting the very
successful 48th International Square Dance Convention
held in Neepawa in 2007, the first time this large event had
ever been held outside of a city. His work and business
endeavors usually involved chickens or cooking.
Shirley trained as a laboratory technician and worked
in Brandon and Winnipeg hospitals. In 1967, she married
Herb Schellenberg, who was raised on a farm in the
Helston district. Other than four years in the early ‘70s
when Herb was attending graduate school at Iowa State
University, Ames, Iowa, they have lived in Winnipeg, the
last three decades in Charleswood. Shirley has been mostly
a homemaker, but has also worked in fabric and folk-

Four Generations
Karen Neville, Eleanor (Elly) Neville, Shirley
Schellenberg, Eleanor Swanson
Clare received a degree in Agriculture in 1968 from
the U of M. His work career was mainly in farm machinery retail in Alberta and Winnipeg. In 1972, he married
Heather Brewster, who had been raised at Treherne,
MB. Unfortunately, Clare passed away in 1999 after a
long struggle with cancer. Clare and Heather raised two
children. Trevor is an electrician, currently working in
Burlington, ON. Lorena is an accountant, practicing in
Toronto and living in Burlington. In 2002, Lorena married
Matthew Frost of Winnipeg. Most sadly, Matt passed away
from cancer in 2005, shortly after the young couple had
moved to Burlington and purchased a home. Lorena and
Trevor are currently residing together in Burlington. Their
mother Heather continues to live in Transcona, Winnipeg,
and is employed with a nearby school division.
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SYDOR, ERNEST and CAROL

Ernie joined the Lions Club in Neepawa and has been
a member of the Lion’s Club ever since. While a member
of the Neepawa club, Ernie was able to take part in the
raising of funds for the Neepawa Recreational Complex,
the Curling Arena and Riverbend Park. In Minnedosa,
Ernie served as Charter President and as deputy District
Governor. Ernie is currently a member of the Royal
Canadian Legion in Kelowna, BC.
After retiring in 1997, Ernie and Carol moved to
British Columbia, making their home in Kelowna. They
currently spend their winters in Arizona.
Carol was born Jan. 11, 1945, at the Minnedosa Lady
Minto Hospital. She was raised in Bethany and Minnedosa
until meeting Ernie in 1960. Carol is the oldest of four
children born to Frank A. Boyd and Irene A. (nee Davies).
Siblings to Carol are Allan Boyd, born January 1946, who
resides in Minnedosa, Sally McManus, born May 1948,
and deceased Jan. 26, 2007 and Janet Brown, born August
1949, currently residing in Port Hardy, BC.
Carol’s paternal grandfather, Charles A. Boyd was
born 1873 in Kempville, ON. His parents, Robert and
Elizabeth Boyd, and several children came to Manitoba in
1878. Carol’s paternal grandmother, Alma Hill, was born
in Flishby, Sweden. Alma immigrated to Canada in 1885.
Charles and Alma met, but when they were married is
unknown. Charles and Alma were farmers until 1919, and
then settled in Bethany. While in Bethany, Charles owned
and operated a car dealership and service station, which is
the same station that Frank eventually took over. Charles
died in 1950 and Alma died in 1970. They are both buried
in Bethany Cemetery.
Carol’s maternal grandparents were Thomas Marshall
Davies, born 1895 in Elk Ranch, and Lillian Makin,
born 1901, in Leeds, England. They farmed in the RM
of Rosedale, Empire district, leaving the farm because
Thomas was ill with cancer. Upon leaving the farm, they
moved to Bethany, where they resided in the Anglican
Church manse. Thomas passed away in 1954, finally
losing his battle with cancer. After Thomas passed away,
Lillian moved to Minnedosa where she was a cook at the
Minnedosa Hospital. Lillian passed away 1973. They are
both buried at Boyd’s Cemetery in Bethany.
Frank and Irene married in 1944. Frank was born
February 1913, and raised in Bethany. Frank operated a
service station and bulk sales in Bethany, and delivered to
the farmers all over the rural area around Bethany. Carol
enjoyed spending time with her Dad while delivering.
Frank ran the family owned garage and service station
in Bethany, then later ran their Minnedosa Gulf service
station. He also drove school bus for many years, and
then retired from being a security guard at the Minnedosa
Distillery. Frank suffered from a heart attack and stroke
in 1982. He resided in the Minnedosa Care Home until

Submitted by Ernie and Carol

Ernest John was born July, 1942 at the Shoal Lake
District Hospital, raised on a farm in the Strathclair area.
He was baptized at the Catholic Church in Shoal Lake. He
completed his high school education at the Strathclair High
School in 1960 and started employment with Manitoba
Hydro as a lineman in 1961. Ernie met Carol Irene while
working in Minnedosa and they married in July of 1965.
They raised a family of two children: daughter Susan (born
December 1965) and son Kevin (born July 1969).
Ernie’s career with Manitoba Hydro spanned 36 years,
retiring in 1997. His work progressed over the years including line construction, district customer service, distribution
engineering and supervisory positions. The family had to
relocate many times and their homes included Minnedosa,
Selkirk, Portage la Prairie, Neepawa, Steinbach, Winnipeg,
Brandon and Killarney. One of the many highlights in
Ernie’s career was his two-year overseas assignment in
Honduras, Central America, from 1990 to 1992. Ernie’s
role within CIDA was to deliver training to 119 power
utility staff on the application of policies and procedures
on distribution operations and maintenance. Participating
in the project required both Ernie and Carol to learn
Spanish, which they mastered over a two-year span twice
a week, at the University of Manitoba, prior to leaving
for Honduras.
The experience of living in Central America is something that Ernie and Carol are grateful to have had. It
allowed them to see all the beauty that the country has to
offer, a chance to visit Mayan ruins, and to be thankful for
everything their own country has to offer.
Throughout the years, Ernie participated in many
community activities that included serving on the Neepawa
Town Council and also as a school board trustee with the
Beautiful Plains School Division in Neepawa. While serving on town council, Ernie actually took part in the retrofit
of the old Neepawa Salt Plant, converting it to the present
complex it is today. Ernie’s favorite memory was organizing and re-vamping all the electrical requirements
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having the municipal laws changed, they still had to drive
to Labroquerie to have a cool one.
Carol was also able to work at the elementary school
libraries that her children attended. She enjoyed working with children and this allowed her to be close to her
own as well. Carol worked for a short time at McLeod’s
in Minnedosa. Ernie and Carol owned the William Rose
Apartment Building while living in Minnedosa, and that
was also a family responsibility. Carol has always been
active in the Lioness’. She was President of the Neepawa
Lioness Club for a term and even helped form the
Minnedosa Lioness Club. Carol served a term as President
of the Westbank Lioness Club after helping form the club.
She has always been extremely self sufficient, being able
to do hairdressing in her own shop in her home no matter
where their family lived. In Minnedosa, Carol managed a
shop called Engel’s Hairdressing. Carol worked there until
moving to Neepawa.
Ernie and Carol built their house in Neepawa in 1983
and moved there after Susan graduated from high school.
They lived just down the street from Carrie, Ernie’s mom,
and enjoyed many suppers and lunches with her on a regular basis. Ernie and Carol lived an actively social life with
friends and family alike. Their Lions and Lioness Club
activities kept them very busy, as did volunteering at the
hockey concession while son Kevin played in various
Minor Hockey games.
In 1989 Ernie and Carol’s successful bid on the CIDA
project Manitoba Hydro took them to Honduras, Central
America. While living in Honduras, Carol enjoyed weekend country drives and especially loved their visits to the
beaches of the Caribbean. She came home very grateful
for the home and country she had here in Canada and
appreciative for the friends and family she has here.
Over the years, Carol has enjoyed golfing, traveling,
and spending time with her six grandchildren. The time
spent in Arizona where their winter home is, is especially
fun, as ‘happy hour’ is quite popular down there. Ernie and
Carol enjoy an active and social life as their travels take
them from British Columbia to Manitoba and beyond.

his passing in 1986. He is buried at Boyd’s Cemetery in
Bethany.
Irene was born in July 1925, and was raised in the
Empire district, being one of six siblings, and spent her
days as a youngster attending school and helping on the
farm. Irene was a homemaker, school bus driver and an
excellent seamstress. She made a lot of their family clothes,
as it was in those days, and even made her own patterns. In
the early years, Irene was a homemaker and worked at the
family service station with her husband. When they moved
to Minnedosa in 1959, she managed the restaurant at their
service station in Minnedosa. She later ventured on to
other positions such as managing the Voyageur Restaurant,
and then the Robinson Store Restaurant. Irene is a life
member of the Royal Purple and is a member of the Royal
Canadian Legion. She was, in her time, a fantastic bowler
and won many tournaments with her team. She also loved
to curl and socialize with friends and family.
Irene is very devoted to her family and took care of
her grandchildren as well throughout the years, always
supporting her son and daughters. She remarried in 1984
to Michael Sobie, who was born and raised on a farm in
the Brandon area. Michael enlisted in the army as a young
man and fought overseas in World War II. He worked
for Blackwood Beverages for many years and before
he retired, was a delivery driver for the Peoples Co-op
Creamery in Minnedosa. Mike was an active member
of the Army, Navy in Brandon and the Royal Canadian
Legion in Minnedosa. Mike deceased in February 2002,
and is buried in Minnedosa Cemetery. Irene currently
resides in the Minnedosa Care Home.
Carol attended elementary school in Bethany. She
and her four siblings spent many hours in the old barn
playing or swimming in the swamp across the street
from their house. She especially enjoyed delivering gas
with Dad and helping steer the big truck. Carol had a
special friend in Eden named Lynn. In 1959 her family
moved to Minnedosa, where Carol continued her studies
at Minnedosa Collegiate. As a teenager, Carol worked
as an usher at the Lyric Theatre, which no longer exists
on Minnedosa’s Main Street. In 1961, Carol attended
the Franco-Canadian School of Hairdressing in Brandon
achieving her hairdressing diploma. Before marrying,
Carol had an opportunity to work for Elsie Cooley at
Pearl’s Beauty Shoppe in Minnedosa. Her career in hairdressing has been a part of her life for over 30 years and
continues to be so.
During her marriage to Ernie, Carol worked at several
places, as they moved frequently. One of these places
included the Pop Shoppe, which Carol and Ernie owned
in Steinbach. In the time they lived in Steinbach, the pubs
were segregated. Carol was among the first women to
participate in trying to change the laws in the de-segregation of the facilities. As the ladies were not successful in

SYDOR, KEVIN MICHAEL
Submitted by Carol Sydor
Born July 1, 1969 at the Neepawa District Hospital,
Kevin’s early years were often on the move as Dad relocated the family numerous times while employed with
Manitoba Hydro. Kevin attended elementary schools in
Steinbach, Brandon and Minnedosa, and graduated from
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute high school in 1987.
While in Neepawa, Kevin worked at many businesses
including Guinn Brothers (Lee Myrah), Chicken Corral
(Wayne Hollier), Neepawa Press, pumping gas, and catch721

Ernie and Carol’s daughter Susan currently lives
in British Columbia. Susan was born in Minnedosa in
December 1965. She attended elementary school in many
places in southern Manitoba, finishing her high school in
Minnedosa. After living in Brandon several years, Susan
achieved her Accounting Diploma from a private business college. Susan then moved to Winnipeg where she
eventually met Pierre. She and her husband, Pierre Vaudry,
currently own and operate a bath and body care company.
They have four children: Mathew, born June 1998, and
Jacob, Halle and Ryan, adopted in 2007. They are ages 6,
3, and 1, respectively.
Susan and Pierre moved to British Columbia from
Manitoba in 1997. While Pierre was continuing his career
in the Air Force, Susan owned an accounting practice in
Victoria on Vancouver Island. They moved to Vernon,
in the Okanagan Valley in 2003, when they purchased a
franchise retail store, The UPS Store. Upon selling the
store, they started the business they are currently practicing in, making handmade soap products. Living close to
‘Grandma and Grandpa’ is especially nice, as they get
to babysit every once in a while. Susan and Pierre enjoy
everything the Valley has to offer, and love the young
children in their newly created family.
All in all, everyone is happy and healthy.

ing chickens at the poultry barns. Upon graduating high
school, Kevin immediately furthered his education at the
University of Manitoba - achieving his Bachelor’s degree
in Civil Engineering in 1992, and subsequently specializing in the field of Water Resources Engineering, obtaining
a Master of Science degree in 1998. Kevin started working in his chosen profession in 1994 and has since gained
a breadth of experience in several public organizations
and private consulting firms. Most recently, Kevin joined
Manitoba Hydro in August 2001, and is presently working
on engineering and environmental impact studies for future
hydropower developments in Manitoba.

SYDOR, WILLIAM (BILL) and CARRIE
Submitted by Ernie and Carol

Kevin married Rachel Andres in August 1997, and
they now have two children: son Nicholas born December
2000, and daughter Clara born October 2003. They presently live in Winnipeg. Rachel’s parents are Corey and
Eleanor Andres also of Winnipeg.

SYDOR, SUSAN CAROL
Submitted by Carol Sydor

Bill was born in March 1910, in the rural countryside
of the Ukraine. He immigrated to Canada in 1931. Once
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SYKES, WILLIAM and DOREEN

in Canada, Bill worked for his room and board while on
the move from Ontario to Manitoba, often hitching a ride
on the rail car to make his way.
After arriving in Manitoba, Bill worked on farms in the
Hamiota and Shoal Lake areas. He then met Carrie Wilk
and they were married in 1940. Carrie was born in August
1915. She grew up on a farm in the Cooks Creek area as
a youngster. Not much can be told about her childhood,
as most of the relatives are now deceased.
Bill and Carrie eventually settled on a farm in the
Strathclair area and raised three children from 1940 to
1964. Ernie was born July 2, 1942, Marie was born in
September 1943, and Maurice was born in March 1948. As
was with most neighbors in those days, electricity came to
their farm in the early 1950s. Theirs was the typical story
of working hard on the farm and raising your kids while
making do with what one had – which sometimes wasn’t
much. The kids would make their way to school by horse
and cutter in the wintertime, and spent many hot summer
days in the field.
All three children went to school at Green Bluff
School, later completing their high school grades at
Strathclair High School. Ernie went on to have a 36-year
career with Manitoba Hydro. Marie obtained her teaching degree from Manitoba Teacher’s College and started
her teaching career in Churchill, MB. Maurice attended
University of Manitoba and obtained his Masters degree
in Civil Engineering. He ended up working in Ottawa for
the Federal Government, and still does to this day.
Bill and Carrie sold their farm in 1965 and bought
a home in Neepawa, where Carrie worked as a cook at
the Neepawa District Hospital until she retired in 1982.
Her cooking career was somewhat illustrious, as she even
worked for Senator Crearer as housekeeper and cook for
a number of years!
While living in Neepawa, Bill and Carrie were actively
involved in the church. Due to failing health, Bill died in
1970. Carrie was well known for her gardening abilities
and loved to venture into the woods to find mushrooms and
berries. Her favorite places to be, besides her garden, were
the greenhouses that could be found all around the countryside in rural Manitoba. She also had a large group of
lady friends with whom she would travel to Strathclair and
beyond to visit friends and family on a regular basis.
Carrie was very generous with her fresh vegetables,
giving to neighbors and friends freely. Her lovely baking
and meals of perogies with homemade mushroom gravy
was always served up to anyone who knocked on her door
(especially her grandchildren!). Carrie’s hospitality was
well known, and many a person would stop by for tea and
a good laugh.
Both Bill and Carrie are now deceased, interred at the
Neepawa Riverside Cemetery.

Submitted by Doreen Sykes
Bill was born in Minnedosa, MB on Nov. 2, 1938.
He attended Lorndale School, working in agriculture, and
passed away on Aug. 26, 2003. He was the second son of
Stanley and Margaret Sykes (nee Sherritt). He had three
siblings: brother Gerald Sykes (1932-1992), sister June
Syntak (1945-2001) and sister Norma Griffiths (born 1947).
Norma and her husband Wayne live in Innisfail, AB.
Bill married Doreen Wareham in November 1960,
daughter of Frank and Edna Wareham (nee Rogers).
Doreen (born 1941) attended Glendale School and graduated from Neepawa Collegiate Institute in 1958. She is
doing accounting at Harris Pharmacy Ltd. She has seven
brothers: Arthur (born 1926), Jack (1927-2007), Leonard
(1931-1932), Mervin (born 1933), Gerald and Glen (born
1935), Barry (born 1939). Edna raised another boy for
a few years, Ralph Nash, born 1939 (son of Theresa
Nash). Theresa worked for Edna’s two brothers Wilfred
and Clarence Rogers. The family still keeps in touch with
Ralph and family. The Wareham family joke was that
Doreen was their favorite sister.
Born to Bill and Doreen:
Robert was born in April 1961 in Neepawa, was
educated in Neepawa graduating in 1979 from Neepawa
Area Collegiate Institute. He took an auto body course at
Assiniboine Community College in Brandon, MB, moved
to Winnipeg, MB and worked in auto body shops. He is
now employed by Manitoba Public Insurance in Winnipeg.
He married Cindy Mooyman in June 1986. Cindy was born
in July 1961 in St. Lambert, QC. She moved to Winnipeg
after graduating from high school, took a secretarial
course at Red River College, and then hired on as a civilian employee for the Department of Natural Defense at
Canadian Forces Base in Winnipeg.

Sykes Family 1995, 35th Wedding Anniversary
Back Row L to R: Cindy, Rob, Catherine, Wayne, Bill,
Doreen, Cheryl, Greg
Front Row: Kurtis, John, Sarah, Charlotte
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Manitoba farmers were looking for farm laborers. He
took a train to Hallboro, MB and went to work for Findly
White. While working there, he came to Neepawa for a
night out and that is where he met Stella, our mother.
They married in July, 1929. They lived with Stella’s
parents in Elk Ranch, MB. Dad went back to work in
Ontario in the bush camps as times were very tough.
In 1930, the twin boys were born, Andy and Don.
In 1935, Dad came back and we moved to the Stoney
Creek area and there he worked for Peden Conol family.
In 1937, we moved to Neepawa and Dad went to work
on the railroad for Canadian National Railway until retirement. For a number of years, they lived at 506 Commerce
Street, Neepawa.
My mother was a very active gardener for a number of
years. Her flowers were admired by many passerbys.
Donald married Bernice Kuharski and lived in Winnipeg
for 56 years. In 2006, they moved back to Neepawa and
built a house on 272 First Avenue. Andy married and has
a son Jonathon and still lives in Winnipeg.
John passed away in 1990 at the age of 96 and Stella
passed away in 1996 at the age of 91.

Cheryl was born in May 1963 in Neepawa, was
educated in Neepawa graduating in 1981 from NACI.
Cheryl is presently employed at Harris Pharmacy.
Cheryl married Greg McConnell (son of Bev and Shirley
McConnell) in October 1982. Greg was born in September
1957 and graduated in 1975 from NACI. They farm at
Birnie, MB and have three children: Charlotte was born in
September 1984, in Neepawa. She attended Eden School
from Kindergarten to Grade 8 and graduated from NACI
in 2002. She attended Brandon University 2002-2003 and
now works at Maguire Insurance Agency in Brandon.
Sarah was born in September 1986, in Neepawa. She
attended Eden School from Kindergarten to Grade 8 and
graduated from NACI in 2004. She lives in Edmonton, AB
and is taking culinary arts at Northern Alberta Institute of
Technology. John was born in March 1989, in Neepawa.
He attended Eden School from Kindergarten to Grade 8
and graduated from NACI in 2007. He lives at Birnie with
his parents.
Wayne was born in Neepawa in July 1965. He graduated from NACI in 1983. Wayne is a parts and sales
manager for National Trailer Sales in Swift Current, SK. In
1988 he married Catherine Arnold who was born in March
1965, (daughter of Jim and Christine Arnold). Catherine is
employed with South West Credit Union in Swift Current.
They have one son Kurtis Sykes born in December 1990
in Swift Current. Kurtis is in Grade 12.

SZUCKI, EDDIE and WANDA
Wanda, oldest daughter of Minnie and Joe Kuharski
married Eddie Szucki, son of Pearl and Joe Szucki of
Polonia, MB in 1956 and resided in Windsor, ON. They
raised four children: Maxine (John Sedo) Oakbank, MB,
children Jaclyn, Johanthon and Jeremy; Suzanne (Dale
Fish) Peachland, BC, children Stephanie, Breanna and
Kayla; Ken, Calgary AB; and Randy (Michelle) Windsor,
ON, children Lauren, Nina and Aaron.
Wanda and Eddie retired and moved to Neepawa in
1994. Eddie passed away in June 1995. Wanda was a very
active parishioner of St. Dominic’s parish and was president of the Catholic Women’s League. Wanda endured
many medical problems, overcoming open heart surgery
and fighting cancer. She had a very positive attitude and
would say, “I’m going to be a stubborn Polak and beat
this”. Wanda passed away August 2006.

SYRYK, JOHN and STELLA
Submitted by Don Syryk
Dad came from Austria in 1911 to Coppercliffe, ON.
He worked there until the year 1918, and then he made his
way to Winnipeg, MB with his friend. While in Winnipeg,
he was arrested for having an Austrian passport. He was
told Austrians are enemies of the Canadian government.
He served three months in jail for unknown reasons. After
he was released he went looking for work.

SZUCKI, FRANK and MARY
Submitted by Leonard Zinger
Frank was born in 1875, son of Josef and Franciska
(Gvaniecz) Szucki. Mary was born in 1888, daughter of
Josef and Catherine (Bojar) Nykart. They were married
in Polonia in 1906, and remained lifelong members of St.
Elizabeth’s Roman Catholic parish located there.
Frank and Mary farmed in the Polonia district and
raised a family of thirteen children: Paul, Roy, John,

John and Stella with sons Donald and Anthony
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TANNER, MABEL

Alex, Leo, Frank, Elizabeth (Popien), Wilma (Buksavich),
Martha (Zinger), Margaret (Speers), Rosie (Moeggy),
Annie (Elkins), and Mary. Besides earning income from
grain farming, they cut and sold cordwood, raised and
sold chickens and eggs, raised cattle and sold butter. It
was hard but rewarding and honest work. Frank and Mary
retired to Neepawa in 1952, building a residence on Third
Avenue. The basement for this home was dug by a team
of horses pulling a scoop behind them. The horses were
walked in from the farm near Polonia for the task. Their
later years were spent gardening, visiting with their many
children and grandchildren, and playing Chinese checkers.
During these games, Grandma would say (with a wink)
that Grandpa would make his jumps, and then because of
hand tremors would always make one extra move at the
end. Son, Paul Szucki, lived with his parents until their
deaths, and continued to live in that same home for the
remainder of his life.

Submitted by Lorraine Dyck
Mabel was born on Jan. 23, 1913 to Oliver and Mary
Jane Grantham at Gladstone. She attended Blake and
Gladstone High Schools. She and her family moved to
Amaranth when she was done her schooling. While living
there, she met and married Charles Tanner. She and Charles
moved to Portage la Prairie where their four children were
born: Orval, Lorraine, Blaine and Earl (Chuck).
Mabel and Charles separated while they were living
in Portage la Prairie. She continued to work and raise her
children there until 1952, when she moved her family to
Neepawa. The two oldest were working out and the other
two were still attending school when they moved. Mabel
ran a boarding house for awhile. The house she was in
stood where the Kinsmen Kourts courtyard is now. Mabel,
in time, bought a house on Brock Street and remained there
until 1975. She moved to the Yellowhead Manor, being
one of the first residents.
Mabel was very active in The Salvation Army Home
League, Christmas Hampers and Rummage sales. Helping
others was always important to her. Mabel liked to travel.
She made several trips to Nova Scotia and also traveled
west. Christmas time was always filled with laughter and
joy wherever she was. She would take turns spending it
with each of her children. Mabel’s family was always
special to her.
Orval married Loraine Sumner in 1961. They have two
daughters: Sheila and Cheryl. Orval farms and drives a
school bus. Loraine worked for many years at the Chicken
Corral Restaurant. Loraine passed away in 2002. Sheila
farms with her dad and also works out. Cheryl lives and
works in Calgary, AB.
Lorraine married John Dyck in 1953. They have eight
children: Daryl, Allan, Norman, Lionel, Perry, Alyson,
Lisa and Candace. They farmed at Arden until they retired
from farming in 1984. They moved to the Neepawa area
and then to Helston. John passed away in 2000. All the
children live and work in the area, except Allan in Calgary
and Alyson in Oak Lake. Lorraine moved back to the
Neepawa area.
Blaine married Roseann Wood in 1963. They have
three children: Danny, Leah and Kristy. Blaine was in
the Navy for most of his life and now is retired. He and
Roseann make their home in Halifax, NS. Danny lives and
works in Vancouver. Leah makes sets for movies and also
drapes for people’s homes. She has two sons: Sean and
Noah and they live in Dartmouth, NS. Kristy is married
to Mike Sanders and have two children: Emma and Jack.
They live outside of Halifax.
Earl (Chuck) married Marlene Warden in 1972. They
have one daughter Jill. They divorced and Chuck later
married Danna Budnick in 1984, gaining another daughter

Frank and Mary
Frank died in 1959 at age 84. Mary died in 1968 at age
80. They are both buried in the Polonia Cemetery.
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Club. She still loves to work with horses, as well as having
a share in the cattle business here on the farm.
On May 28, 1966, Cheryl put in an appearance, also at
Health Sciences Centre. She attended school in Neepawa,
and was also a member of the Neepawa Silver Spurs 4-H
Club. After school, she went to work in Winnipeg. After
the glamour of the bright lights wore off, she moved
back to Neepawa. She worked for Gill and Schmall for a
few years and then on to Brandon where she worked for
Peterbilt trucks for a few years. Then, “The Call of the
West” was too strong, and she moved to Calgary. She got
employment with Calgary Harley-Davidson, where she has
been for about five years. She now lives in Airdrie and has
about a half-hour drive to work.

Mandy. Chuck graduated as a registered nurse and has
been working for the Eli Lily Drug Company for many
years. Danna works at the University of Manitoba. They
live in Winnipeg. Jill works and has her own home in
Winnipeg. Mandy married Paul Duclos and they work and
reside in Winnipeg.
Mabel passed away on May 1, 1985. She was buried
in Riverside Cemetery.

TANNER, ORVAL
Orval Tanner first moved to this area in 1952, when
he began working for the Roy Kilburn Family. I worked
there for almost nine years. In the meantime, I met up
with Loraine Sumner, the second daughter of Wilfred and
Edith Sumner. We decided to get married, and in April of
1961, we tied the knot. Loraine was working for Trans
Canada Airlines, (now Air Canada) and she wished to
continue working, so I moved to Winnipeg where I worked
in a service station for a short time, then I started driving truck for Royalite Oil, hauling gas from a refinery to
service stations. After five years, we wanted to move back
to Neepawa, so we bought the farm from Loraine’s mom
and dad in 1966. I was a spare school bus driver for a year,
then in 1971, I started driving full time, and I am still at it.
I was also fortunate enough to play with some very good
musicians in this area for about 35 years.
Loraine was born in Neepawa on Jan. 26, 1934 and
was raised just one half mile east of the original Stoney
Creek School site along No. 16 Highway. She attended
Stoney Creek up to Grade 8, and then went to high school
in Neepawa. After graduation, she worked for CBC Radio
in Winnipeg. In 1958, she and two friends traveled to
England. There, they did some touring to the continent
as well as Scotland. Loraine also worked in London, out
of a steno-pool for eighteen months before returning to
Winnipeg, where she secured employment with Trans
Canada Airlines. After we were married and moved to
Neepawa, she worked at Macleod’s Store, and then at the
Chicken Corral Restaurant for eighteen years. Loraine
passed away from cancer in June of 2002.
On May 7, 1964, our first daughter, Sheila was born at
Health Sciences Centre. She attended school in Neepawa
and attended Red River College where she took a business accounting course. She worked in Tabor, AB on an
Arabian horse ranch for one year, and spent almost a year
in Australia on Agriculture Exchange. She also worked
for two local PMU (Pregnant Mare Urine) producers, as
well as Beautiful Plains Credit Union, and at the Research
station in Brandon for five years. She is presently working
seasonally at Agri-Core United in Franklin. While attending school, she belonged to the Neepawa Silver Spurs 4-H

HISTORY OF THE E ½ AND NW ¼ 36-14-16 W1
RM OF LANGFORD
This land was homesteaded by Mathew Kilpatrick in
1883 and he got title for the same Jan. 16, 1885. The first
house was made of logs, and was built on the SE corner
of 36-14-16. Later, a brick house was built one half mile
north where the present buildings are located.
On July 20, 1912, this land was purchased by David
Poole, but previous to this 40 acres were sold to Canadian
Pacific Railway to be used for right-of-way.
Between 1883 and 1912 the land was rented to Sam
McKee, Jim McCallum and Moore’s.
Eight years later, it was sold to Samuel Hughes. He
received his deed on Apr. 10, 1920.
On May 30, 1924, the land was taken over by Law
Union and Rock Mortgage Company who rented the land
to various renters:
Wm. Kew - 1924
Jack Brown - 1925 – 1928
A Dutch Man ? - 1928 –1929
Lyde Spinks - 1929 – 1931
R.V. Turner - 1931 – 1934
Jack Woods - 1934 – 1939
Clarence and Howard Martin - 1939 – 1940
In the spring of 1940, William H. Perry purchased the
land from the mortgage company. Mr. Perry came from
Saskatchewan with his wife Alice, three sons, Gordon,
Hugh and David, and daughter Meta, now Mrs. Doug
Gudmanson.
The original brick house remained until 1947, when
Mr. Perry built a new frame house.
October 1956, Wilfred and Edith Sumner purchased
the land and moved in with their three daughters, Bernice,
Loraine and Joan.
July 1, 1966, the Sumner’s sold the farm to their sonin-law and daughter, Orval and Loraine Tanner. They have
two daughters: Sheila, born May 7, 1964 and Cheryl, born
May 28, 1966.
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1957. Marjorie sold Avon for many years and Charlie was
the local drayman until his retirement in 1983. This gave
them more time to spend at their cabin in Minnedosa.
Unfortunately, this time was cut short as Marjorie passed
away in 1985. Charlie continued to live in their home, until
February of 2001, when he moved into East View Lodge.
Charlie passed away in May of 2001.

Wilfred and Edith built a second house on this property, where they lived until they moved into Neepawa. This
house was sold to granddaughter, Cheryl, later it was sold
to Don and Christa McKee and moved to the Brookdale
area.
Loraine Tanner passed away in 2002, and Orval still
lives on the farm. Sheila lives in a trailer on the land and
works with her dad.

TAYLOR, CHARLES and ANNIE
Submitted by Lori Watt
This English couple came to Canada on Oct. 23, 1919,
after Charles’ term of service in World War I. Upon arriving, they spent the winter with Mr. and Mrs. John Clark
and family in the Iroquois district.
In April of 1920, they moved to the Mentmore district
and lived in a house on the former Nelson Whelpton farm,
while building their buildings on soldier-settlement land.
During that time their only child, Marjorie was born. She
later attended Gordon School.
In 1934, the family moved to the Iroquois district
for one year before moving to the Hall farm at Oberon.
Here they stayed for 12 years before renting the Donald
Carmichael farm. They retired to Neepawa in 1946.
Marjorie received her schooling at that time from Oberon
and Brookdale Schools.

L to R: Charlie, Marjorie, Minnie and Bill Pellow
Lori married Garry Watt of Carberry. They resided
in the Carberry district until July of 2007, when they
moved to Drayton Valley, AB. While living and working
in Carberry, they raised two boys, Richard and Kristopher.
Richard had moved to Alberta in 1995 and was married
to Coralie Rempel. They have two children: Wade and
Madison. Kris also moved to Alberta in 2007.

TAYLOR, MURIEL (nee Lindsay)
Submitted By Muriel Taylor
In 1927, I was the second child (a twin) born to Herb
and Verna Howard.
My childhood years and schooling were at Riding
Mountain, MB.
In 1946, I married a farmer, Carman Lindsay of the
Mountain View district, five miles north of Neepawa. We
farmed in that district for ten years. Our two children were
born there: Wayne in 1948 and Linda in 1951.
The fall of 1955, we moved to an acreage adjacent to
Park Lake (Rotary Park), south of Neepawa. At that time,
Carman was working for Ogilvie Elevator for a few years
before being employed by the Town of Neepawa at the
Water Treatment Plant. Poor health forced his retirement
and his death occurred in 1979.
Following Carman’s death, I worked at a small personal
care home called “Osborne Home” as administrator until
it closed in 1985.
In 1984 I remarried to Fawcett (Foss) Taylor who
worked for Manitoba Telephone System. My extended
family increased by four: David, Laurie, Foss Jr. and Cathy

Charlie and Marjorie Pellow and Annie Taylor
While in Neepawa, Charles worked for the telephone
company in the summer, until ill health forced him to
retire. He was a faithful member of the Neepawa Legion
until his death in 1960. Annie was a member of the United
Church Women and of the Golden Age Club, enjoying
their activities. Both Charles and Annie enjoyed working
in their garden, which Annie kept up until her early 90s.
Until her passing in 1988 at age 95, she still kept her flower
beds looking lovely.
Marjorie married Charlie Pellow in 1946. They resided
in Neepawa and their only child Lori Ann was born in
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and their partners. I have eight grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren.
In 1997, we sold our home on Brydon Street and moved
into a four-plex on Ellen Street called the Prairie Schooner.
Foss’ death occurred in 1998 following a lengthy illness. I
continue to live on Ellen Street in a great town “Neepawa”
and have Great Friends and a Great Family.

THOMAS, GEORGE and BEATRICE
Submitted by Gloria Thomas
George’s greenhouses
George Thomas and Beatrice Taylor were married in
Birmingham, England on May 12, 1913, the first wedding
in a newly built Anglican church. The honeymoon, with
lengthy ship and train rides, and seasickness, brought them
to Neepawa. They rented a house on Isabel Street from
Johnnie Marriott and later bought No. 299 where they lived
to the rest of their days.

George with his large garden of flowers, fruits and
vegetables, won many ribbons and awards at local shows
and fairs.

George with awards from Flower Show 1976
Upon his retirement from CNR at 65 years of age, he
opened two greenhouses on the property and continued
this business until 85 years of age with much assistance
from the family. He and Beatrice liked to bowl and play
bingo.

George and Beatrice, approx 1922,
Isabel Street, Marriot Property
They have a family of five children: Beatrice, Stanley,
John, Mary and Roy and later included Stan Minall. These
boys and the two girls’ spouses all joined the Services in
World War II. Sadly, Sergeant George Stanley lost his
life overseas and is buried in the Queen’s Own Cameron
Highlanders cemetery in Nijmegen, Holland. George and
Beatrice entertained Royal Air Force boys from England
who were stationed locally. Beatrice did knitting for her
servicemen, and she and George sent many letters and
parcels to them.
They gifted a part of their property to son Jack where
he built a Cabinet Works in 1946 and later built a home
on Ellen Street.
George was active in soccer, bowling, and horticulture and worked as a car man in the Roundhouse, for the
Canadian National Railway.

George and Beatrice – 50th anniversary May, 1963
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air force trainees occupied the now Public Buildings in
Brandon. Gloria taught in the rural areas of Clarksville,
Franklin High and Cameron High and Alexandra School
in Brandon before her marriage in July 1949 in Neepawa
to John.

George and Beatrice celebrated a 50th Wedding
Anniversary at their home and entertained many friends
from the Oddfellow and Rebekah Lodges from which they
both received their jewellry.
At 86 years of age and widowed, George returned
to England and Holland with his daughter Trix and Bill
Grant of Toronto. They found a sister and her husband
living in the well-preserved Thomas house in Birmingham
and brought souvenirs from this childhood home back to
Canada.

THOMAS, JACK and GLORIA
Submitted by Gloria Thomas
After graduating from Neepawa Collegiate Institute
(NCI), Jack received his carpentry papers from FuseeMcPheters and his clock making skills from R.R. Ferris,
the jeweler. Upon joining the Royal Canadian Air Force,
he found that his given name was John. He soon became
a Sergeant NCO (noncommissioned officer), an airframe
mechanic in charge of hangers at Hagersville, ON, a service
flying training school. Four years later, at the end of the
war, he returned to Neepawa to build the John Thomas
Cabinet Works at 298 Ellen Street in 1946. Thirty years
later, he and his brother moved the business across the
street to 299 Ellen, a shop excellently designed after the
one at Hagersville. This Thomas Cabinet Works sold doors,
windows and glass until 1996 when the boys retired.

Jack and Gloria, on their honeymoon July 1949,
Hamilton, ON
Their family is: Jean (Louis de Wit) of Brandon; John
(Linda Hart) of Winnipeg and Susanne Sara of Cayey,
Puerto Rico, United States. The grandchildren are Leslie
Myrah of High River, AB and Allison Myrah of Calgary,
AB.
Jack and Gloria celebrated a 50th Wedding Anniversary,
as did their parents, George and Beatrice Thomas and
Spara and Bertha Ward, all in their homes and gardens
in Neepawa. During one Lily Festival, Jack and Gloria’s
home and yard was part of an open house tour.

299 Ellen Street
Always an active citizen, John became a town councilor, President of the Rotary Club and of the Neepawa
Area Development Corporation (NADCO), the bowling
club and the square dance club. He was a life long member
of the Legion. His proudest contributions were constructing the Park Lake dam, making and collecting clocks and
his children.
Jack married Gloria Ward of Franklin, MB who also
graduated from NCI in a class of 12 boys and girls. Her
graduation from Brandon Normal School in 1942 took
place at Gimli Camp. This class of 51 girls was moved
there for the month of June because the army and the

298 Ellen Street, 50th Anniversary
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My brother Stan was killed in Holland in 1944.
Jack had joined the Air Force and was stationed in
Newfoundland as an airframe mechanic. He died in 2005.
My sister, Beatrice lives in Scarborough, ON and Mary
lives in Fonthill, ON.
I returned to Neepawa on my discharge from the navy
and went into partnership with my brother Jack. We formed
Thomas Cabinet Works, which later became Thomas
Window and Door. I met my future wife in Neepawa,
Betty Campbell, and we married in 1953. I had built a
house prior to our marriage. We ordered our furniture from
Bell Lumber and picked it out in Winnipeg on the first day
of our honeymoon on our way to Minneapolis. When we
got home one week later, everything was set up.
Our son Tom, was born on Mar. 6, 1960 and Mark was
born Dec. 14, 1962. Tom lives in East St. Paul, MB and is
the regional manager of the Bank of Montreal Financial
Group. Mark is a correctional officer in Brandon and lives
in Forrest, MB.
1949 at Niagara Falls
All their lives, Jack and Gloria enjoyed holidays at
Clear Lake and tours across Canada and the western United
States. They attended numerous auction sales to buy clocks
for a collection. They enjoyed membership in Rotary and
Inner Wheel and received Paul Harris Fellowships at the
same awards night from District No. 5550.
Gloria was a President of the Art Club and taught art
at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. The children earned
many perfect attendance pins from the Anglican Church
School and were active in music, art and sports.
Jack died of cancer in 2005, happy to spend his final
days in the home that he built and loved in Neepawa.

THOMAS, ROY
Submitted by Roy Thomas

Back Row L to R: Tom and Mark
Front: Roy and Betty

My parents, George Thomas and Beatrice Taylor, were
married on May 12, 1913 in Birmingham, England. One
week later, they left for Montreal and arrived there on
June 1st. They came on to Neepawa because my dad’s
sister lived here. My dad worked as a storekeeper in the
Canadian National Railway’s roundhouse and my mother
was a busy homemaker. They have five children: Beatrice,
Stanley, Jack, Mary and myself Roy.
I was born in 1925 and attended Central School in
1932. I quit school when I was sixteen to work on the
BNB gang, (bridge and building). In 1943, I joined the
navy and served in the north Atlantic on the Loch Alvie.
We were the U-Boat Hunters. In 1945, we accepted the
surrender of the remnants of the German submarine fleet
in Norway and escorted fourteen U-Boats.

I have five grandchildren: Tyler, Heather, Brandon,
Teighen and Troy. My wife Betty passed away in 2002.
In 2005 I took Tom and Mark to the naval reunion of
EGQ (our group of ships) and we went on guided tours
of the War Museum in Ottawa and the Man and Nature
Museum in Hull, QC. Two weeks before we left, I received
a medal from the Russians honouring me for my help in
the Murmansk Run. In an article “Running the Gauntlet”
in the magazine World War II History, they wrote:
“No battlefront in the entire war was more dangerous than the icy, infamous Murmansk Run.”
At present I am living in retirement in Neepawa, two
blocks from where I was born.
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THOMSON, FRED and VIOLA

farm until 1940, at which time he took over from his fatherin-law as Secretary Treasurer of the RM of Langford and
moved to Neepawa. He continued in that position until
his death in 1960.
They had two daughters: Betty and Gwen, while they
lived in the Stoney Creek district.
Betty went to school in Stoney Creek and Neepawa
and graduated from the University of Manitoba as a dietician. She married Harvey Underhill, a mechanical engineer who worked for Atomic Energy of Canada and later
Ontario Hydro, and they lived in various places throughout
Ontario. They currently are living in Barrie, ON. They
have five children: Brian, Dori, Barbara, Lisa, and John;
and ten grandchildren.
Gwen attended Neepawa schools and graduated from
the St. Boniface School of Nursing. She married Keith
Byram from Oberon, MB. After a few years of traveling
and working throughout Canada for Defense Construction,
they ventured north to Whitehorse, YT. They currently
operate Pelly Construction Ltd. specializing in northern
road construction and contract mining. They have three
daughters: Karen, Lori and Jennifer; and nine grandchildren.

Submitted by Helen Ford
Fred was born in the Palestine area in 1900. Viola was
born in the Eden area in 1900. Fred, son of Lew and Effie
Thomson, grew up on 32-14-13 in the RM of Lansdowne.
Viola, daughter of Jane and Charles Worthington, grew up
in Glenholm and Arden. She took Normal School training
in Brandon and taught a few years. Fred and Viola were
married Jan. 25, 1926. They farmed the home farm near
Arden, leaving for Alberta in 1929. They returned to the
same farm in 1935.
Fred and Viola have a family of four: Grace (Andy
Buchanan), Red Deer, AB; Helen (Ken Ford, deceased in
1997), Neepawa; Don (Nellie Wintonyk), Red Deer, AB;
Wanda Jarvis, Ottawa, ON.

TIBBETT, GLEN and CINDY
Glen Tibbett, middle son of Ross and Anna Tibbett,
was born Sept. 25, 1956. Glen attended school in Elm
Creek, MB until the family moved to Neepawa in 1966
completing his education in Neepawa. Glen played baseball and hockey with the Neepawa Farmers for many years.
As sports were a big part of his life, Glen coached both of
his sons during their minor sports careers in hockey and
baseball. Glen worked in Winnipeg after graduation for
a year before returning to Neepawa to work at Macleods
and farm with his dad. Glen also worked at Neepawa Feed
Mill for 20 years and is currently employed with Dominion
Construction as well as cattle farming with his brother
and mom.
Cindy Bold, eldest daughter of Floyd and Betty Bold,
was born Aug. 18, 1957. She attended J.M. Young School
in Eden until Grade 9 and graduated from Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute in 1975 with a Business Education
Diploma. Cindy worked at Neepawa Medical Clinic,
Beautiful Plains Credit Union and is currently employed
at Mar-Dee Enterprises (Petro Canada). Cindy was always
an active volunteer and proud supporter of her family in
all of their activities.
On May 1, 1981, Glen and Cindy were married in
Neepawa. Their first home was acreage in the RM of
Rosedale (SE 28-15-15) and in 2004, they moved to 194
Mountain Avenue in Neepawa. They have two sons.

Grandma and Grandpa Thomson
50th Anniversary, January 1976
There are also many grandchildren, great-grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren. Viola died in 1976 and
Fred in 1997. Both are buried in the Arden Cemetery.
(see Legacies of Lansdowne pg 456)

THOMSON, JOHN HARVEY
Submitted by Gwen Byram
Harvey Thomson, born in 1896, was the younger son
of William Thomson and Mary Connell, pioneers of the
Stoney Creek district. He spent his boyhood on the farm
and received his education at Stoney Creek School and at
Neepawa. He enlisted with the Fort Garry Horse during
World War I and after his service he took over the farm
from his father.
In 1929 he married Frances Sarah Chisholm, second
youngest of ten children of Marcus Chisholm and Elizabeth
Little, pioneers of the Mentmore district. He continued to
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The children all received their elementary schooling
at the Clear Creek School District in that community and
their secondary education at the Erickson Collegiate where
the family moved to in 1946.
Bill started his career as a lumberman in 1949 working for Bill Andrews, who owned Erickson Lumber and
Supply in Erickson and when Mr. Andrews sold out to the
Beaver Lumber Company, Bill was appointed manager of
the branch. He was then transferred to Beausejour, where
he was manager until 1962. At that time, he was transferred to Winnipeg, where he was appointed a territorial
superintendent and responsible for the northern half of
Manitoba. After two years on the road, he had the desire
to go into business for himself, so he left Beaver Lumber
Company and moved his family to Neepawa. Bill bought
the Canadian National Railway roundhouse along with
approximately 3.5 acres of property. This was remarkable,
as it was the first time CNR sold holdings to a private
individual. Considerable discussion was held over the
transactions in the House of Commons. In addition, the
CNR president was accidentally killed somewhere here
in the west and apparently his last official act was putting
his signature on the sales document. Bill established the
business known as Neepawa Lumber and Supply Co. Ltd.
In 1969 a company, Edson Manufacturing was building
recreational vehicles at the Neepawa airport.
On his Neepawa lumber property, Bill added a second
business, a window and door manufacturing plant. He
commenced supplying Edson and other small camper and
trailer manufacturers around the province with windows
and doors. It is interesting to note that as a result of the
stickers put onto the windows showing the telephone
number, orders began coming in from all across Canada,
including the Northwest Territories, and from Alaska.
Most or all of the trailer manufacturers eventually went
out of business. So Alumalite switched over to residential
and commercial doors, windows and later sun rooms and
solariums. Never one to sit idle, Bill started a third business
operating under the name of Neepawa Investments Ltd.
which purchased tracts of land, and built and sold homes.
Personal burn out prompted the sale of the lumberyard
in 1975 to John Antoniuk (Chimo Lumber) and at the
same time, he closed down Neepawa Investments Ltd. Bill
did return to the lumber business again when, in 1980 he
with partner Fred Topolinski, established Allied Lumber
Sales on #5 Highway north. Fred and his wife, Marjorie,
managed it until they sold the business to Maureen and
Rob Turner in 1990 because of Fred’s failing health. In
1976 Bill built a new building at 545 McBride Avenue and
moved Alumalite Windows there to continue operations
until he sold that business to Bob and Karen Jakubowski
in 2000. Bill then went into retirement.

Mark Alexander was born on Sept. 25, 1984 and
graduated from NACI in 2002 and Cameron Allan was
born June 8, 1986 and graduated from NACI in 2004.
Mark and Cam were both active participants in minor
sports – hockey and baseball until graduation. They both
were fortunate to be members of all-star teams and provincial championship teams giving them the opportunities
to travel throughout the province and to Saskatchewan,
Alberta and British Columbia for competitions. In high
school, Mark and Cam, both participated in High School
Hockey, Football and Track. Mark and Cam both played
hockey for the Neepawa Natives Junior Hockey Team
and Neepawa Farmers Senior Baseball Team. Mark is
currently working in Alberta and has travelled throughout British Columbia and Alberta with his ventures of
tree planting, seismic drilling, and pipe lining. Cam is
currently attending the Saskatchewan Institute of Applied
Science and Technology College (SIAST) in Saskatoon
taking Hotel and Restaurant Management after touring and
working in Australia for eight months in 2006/07.

TINKLER, WILLIAM and BERYL
William (Bill) George Jano is the only son born to
Joseph (Joe) and Henrietta (Etta) Tinkler. He was born in
Erickson, MB on Feb. 13, 1932 along with three sisters:
Margaret “Jocelyne” (Jan. 30, 1923), Monica Jean (Mona)
(Feb. 5, 1935), and Elizabeth Louise (Betty) (Feb. 12,
1939). Joe met Etta in Minnedosa after returning to Canada
from World War I. Farm land was being opened up by the
Soldiers Settlement Land Act for returning veterans. Joe
filed on land that is now the site of the Village of Onanole
but was persuaded by his brother-in-law, Frank Blackwell,
to drop that and file on part of section 30-19-19 which was
adjacent to the land Uncle Frank filed on in the Crawford
Park district west of Clear Lake. Etta was the first bride in
the Crawford Park district and their first home was a 10 x
12 granary. The hardships and ordeals they faced, like so
many other early settlers, is a story unto itself.
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many enjoyable hours on the Neepawa Golf Course. They
share their love of the sport with their grandchildren whenever possible, passing their knowledge and skill to a new
generation.

Bill married Ethel Marie Smith of Plumas in 1953,
later divorcing in 1976. Bill and Ethel have three children:
Barbara Jean, Lynda Marie and Scott William.
Their first born, Barbara Jean was born in Beausejour
in July of 1958. She received her elementary and secondary education in Neepawa. She then attended Wascana
Institute of Applied Arts and Sciences in Regina, SK and
acquired her diploma as a Dental Assistant. In 1978 she
married Craig Fedorowich who has since become a Doctor
of Dentistry. They have a dental practice in Hamiota, MB
and have one son, Kardy Leagh born in 1993.
Lynda Marie, also born in Beausejour, arrived in May
1960. She received her elementary and secondary education in Neepawa and moved to Calgary, AB. She married
Barry Robbins of Brandon. Barry works for the City of
Calgary and Lynda went on to take nursing training and
graduated from the Mount Royal College as a Registered
Nurse in 1985. She then nursed at the Calgary General
for many years before moving into management. She is
leading a clinical team on the electronic health record
project for the Calgary Health Region. They have two
children: Logan Neil (1987) and Kyle Rhys (1990). Lynda
was divorced in 2005.
Scott William, Bill and Ethel’s only son was born in
Winnipeg in March 1963. He too, received his elementary
and secondary education in Neepawa. He married Denise
Fedak and they have one daughter, Samantha Brittany born
in December 1990. Although Samantha’s great grandfather came from a family of seven, Samantha is to be the
last to be born with the name Tinkler. After a short stint
in Alberta, Scott and Denise returned to Neepawa, where
Scott proceeded to work with his dad for several years in
the window business. Now divorced, Scott lives in Gimli
MB and is enjoying his occupation as a long distance
trucker.
In 1987, Bill married Beryl Aldeen Mayor (Burkett)
youngest daughter of Wilfred and Ina Burkett. She was
born in Erickson on June 19, 1936. She took her elementary schooling in Erickson and her high school in Pine
Falls where her family moved to in 1951. She went on to
nursing training and graduated from St. Boniface School
of Nursing as a Registered Nurse in 1957. She then spent
most of her nursing career at the Erickson District Hospital
retiring in 1991. She has three sons from her previous
marriage: Darwin Bruce (1959), Delmar Winchell (1960)
and Cameron Albin (1964).
One of Bill’s greatest loves was flying. He received
his wings in 1954, and bought a Piper Cherokee in 1976.
He was a very active member of the Neepawa Flying Club
for many years. In 1996, after a serious bout of illness
and subsequent medical complications, he had to give up
flying. At this time, for the same reason, he had to give up
the square and round dancing that he and Beryl enjoyed
immensely. Bill and Beryl are both avid golfers and spend

TOMES, ROBERT HENRY
Submitted George Jury
Robert Henry Tomes, known as Bob, was married to
Mary Addie Stinson in March 1917 at Arden, MB. They
lived on the NE 21-16-13 in the RM of Lansdowne. He
served as a trustee and secretary of the Florence School
District and was councillor of the RM of Lansdowne.
They have two children, a girl and a boy. Robert and Mary
farmed in the district for many years, living through the
great depression, milking cows and raising hens to sell the
cream and eggs. Mary always said, “They were able to
always have something to eat and they were happy.”
In 1943, Robert and Mary sold their farm to their
daughter and son-in-law, Walter and Eva Jury, and then
moved to Vancouver, BC. Here, Robert worked for the
B.C. Electric Co. for a short time and died in 1946 due
to surgery. Mary Tomes and her son, Henry, returned to
Manitoba to bury Robert in the Arden Cemetery, and
resided in Neepawa until their deaths. Henry or Happy,
as he was known, was employed at various places around
Neepawa, and always ready to help anyone. He really
did enjoy working with Dr. Jack McPhedran on the spray
plane, being a marker for him for a number of years. Mary
loved to garden and enjoyed many happy hours working
there.
Henry passed away in 1973 and Mary passed away in
1975. They are buried at the Arden Cemetery. Their daughter Eva married Walter Jury and also lived in Neepawa.

TOMLIN, FREDRICK and CATHERINE
Submitted by Penny Tomlin
My grandparents, Fredrick Arthur Tomlin and Catherine
(Katie) Tully were married Dec. 24, 1913 and moved to
Neepawa in January, 1914. They purchased a home on
Fifth Avenue, formerly owned by Robert Hunter.
Fred was born in 1883, son of Mary (nee Belton) and
Charles Tomlin, brick maker, at Portage la Prairie. Charles
had emigrated from England as a young man. He had
negotiated to start operation of a brick making plant at
Neepawa in 1900, but these plans did not materialize. The
family instead moved to Ashville, north of Dauphin.
Fred was an avid athlete and would regularly walk the
13 miles into Dauphin to practice and play hockey. He also
played a lot of baseball (semi-pro) and, as a pitcher, was
well known for his “screw-ball”.
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relished a day on the golf course. She was an avid bridge
player. My father enjoyed the game as well.
My father died in 1998, my mother in 2004.
Agnes and Earl have two children. My brother, Richard
(Rick) Fred, was born in 1946. Rick graduated from
Lakehead University in 1968 and taught school for many
years in Ontario. He was married to Christine Herlihy of
Toronto. They have one son, Darin Richard, of Ottawa,
born in 1976, and a grandson, Theodore Richard Reid,
born in 2006. My brother died at Neepawa in 2001.
I, Penny Arlene, was born in 1949. I attended high
school in Thunder Bay and worked at various secretarial
jobs before graduating from journalism at the University of
Regina in 1986. I worked in the field of corporate communications for 19 years in Saskatoon, Brandon and Regina
and am currently teaching English in China. I was married
to Gordon Bishop of Thunder Bay and have a daughter,
Katie (Katherine) Bishop, born in 1974. She works and
lives in Toronto with her husband, Bradley Wilke.

Fred joined the Canadian National Railway as a brakeman in 1902 and later, became a conductor on the local
Beulah and Russell runs. My father could remember him
walking in from several miles west of Hallboro, at the
height of one of the worst blizzards, to get aid and supplies
for the passengers on his stranded train.
Katie was from Perth, ON, but was living in Winnipeg
with her sister Alice when she met Fred. She had been an
accomplished seamstress before she was married. She was
a staunch supporter of the Red Cross during the World
War II and was president of the local branch for a period.
She was later granted an honorary lifetime membership
by the organization.
During the war, my grandparents’ home was “secondhome” to many Royal Air Force and Royal Canadian Air
Force men who were stationed in Neepawa.
My grandmother died in 1955 and, shortly after, my
grandfather exchanged houses with Tom and Rita Hockins,
the smaller house being easier for him to maintain. He
remained in good health for a number of years, enjoying
his golf, his car and his garden. My grandfather passed
away in 1965.
Katie and Fred have two sons: Mervyn, born in 1914,
and my father, Earl, born in 1916. Mervyn was active in
sports and worked for the CNR as a brakeman. He enlisted
in the Canadian Army in 1942 and died in England in
1943. Mervyn was married to Marjory Udey of Gregg,
MB. Marjory died in 1962. They have one daughter,
Sharon (Gilder), now living in Surrey, BC.
Like his father and brother, Earl was active in many
sports and worked for the CNR. He joined the RCAF in
1940 and was in service overseas until February 1945. Ten
days after his return to Canada, he married my mother,
Agnes Isabel Burns, of Neepawa, to whom he had been
engaged before being sent overseas.
After the war, my father returned to his job as a station
agent with the CNR. He worked at numerous locations in
Manitoba, which meant a lot of moves for our family. In
1961, he was promoted to the accounting department in
Thunder Bay, ON. He was transferred to Winnipeg in 1969
and the CN Headquarters in Montreal in 1972, where he
became Senior Accounting Methods Analyst. My father
took an early retirement in December 1975, and he and
my mother returned to Neepawa to live.
Agnes and Earl (known by friends and family as Acc
and Jiggs) moved nearly 20 times during the first 30 years
of their marriage. They made many friends wherever they
lived and often hosted them in their retirement home in
Neepawa, where they resided for 23 years.
My father played hockey in Neepawa as a young man,
as well as baseball, tennis and golf. He curled in later
years, and remained an avid golfer all his life. When my
mother was not busy packing or unpacking from a move,
decorating a “new” home, or entertaining guests, she too

TRAILL, IVAN and PATRICIA
Submitted by Pat Traill
Many changes took place in the lives of the Traill’s
during the 1980s. After Traill Meats Abattoir was sold in
1981, Ivan returned to teaching in January of 1982. He
was hired to teach in the Turtle River School Division
and employed in the Ste. Rose High School as a math
and science teacher. He remained in Ste. Rose for three
years returning to the Beautiful Plains School Division
in 1986. Ivan taught for three more years in the Carberry
Collegiate. After completing a 37 year career as a principal
and teacher, he retired in 1989, only to be re-hired to teach
in several term positions over the next couple of years.
In 1989, Ivan and Pat built a new home at 618 Mountain
Avenue, one block south of their previous house. Wanting
to try something new in style, they chose to build a berm
house for energy efficiency. It has proved to be a comfortable warm retirement home.
Community involvement has always been important to
Ivan and Pat. Ivan has devoted years to developing Neepawa
Access Television. Acting as the General Manager of the
station, he has recruited volunteers and developed programming to make the access station an essential service to the
citizens keeping them aware of current events. Ivan went
to India in 1983 as a member of the Westman Cable Co. to
attend the International Exposition of Rural Development
and he served as Chairman of the Westman Cable Board
for two terms.
Pat and Dorothy Campbell/Henderson organized a petition in 1983 to save the Beautiful Plains Court House when
the current council had suggested demolition of one of the
best public heritage buildings in Neepawa. As a result,
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Ivan was Chairman of the Manitoba Senior Games,
which Neepawa hosted in 2005 and Pat was the Chair of
the Opening/closing ceremonies. Ivan was the building
supervisor when the new United Church was constructed
in 1994.
Ivan and Pat have both received awards as “Citizens
of the Year” from the Neepawa and District Chamber of
Commerce. Ivan enjoys bridge and snooker at the Senior
Drop-In. He is a golfer in the summer. In the winter, the
Traills enjoy square dancing with the Brookdale Belles
and Beaus.
Pat chairs the Neepawa Heritage Committee, and is a
member of the Beautiful Plains Archives Committee. She
has recently helped to get the History Book Committee
organized.
The Traill’s have travelled many miles by motorhome
including every province in Canada, as well in Alaska and
southern United States. They have been to Hawaii, Mexico,
Belize, Brazil, Scotland and Orkney.
Ivan and Pat are proud of their family. Their three
sons and partners have given them six beautiful granddaughters.
The Traills celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary
on July 26, 2006.

the building became a provincial designated site and the
building was renovated. Following this, Pat ran for Town
Council and served as a councilor for 12 years, working
on every committee of Council. The Main Street program,
new library, and improvements to recreation facilities and
the Neepawa cemetery were significant projects that she
felt were accomplishments during those years.
Ivan has been a member of the Neepawa Rotary Club
since 1971 and continues to serve on various committees. Through his involvement with the Rotary Club and
the Cable T.V. Station, he helped initiate the “Rotary TV
Auction” as a fundraiser for the Rotary Club. This event
has been continued by the Rotarians. Ivan also was the
leader of the Group Study Exchange group for Rotary
District #5550 in 1994, when five young Business and
Professional people went to Denmark for four weeks.
Pat’s work with the Inner Wheel Club has continued. She went as the International Board Representative
for Canada to Berlin in 1984, to attend the International
meeting of Inner Wheel Clubs. Following that she was
the National Representative for Canada in 1996 which
required visits to districts and clubs to aid in the promotion of Inner Wheel. Pat will repeat this duty again in
2007-2008. In 2002 Pat was the recipient of the Margarette
Golding Award for commendable personal service to the
Community, given to her by the Neepawa Inner Wheel.

TRAILL, PATRICK and TRACY
Submitted by Patrick Traill
Patrick graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute in 1982. From there, he was unsure what it was
he wanted. He spent a year at the University of Manitoba
in the Faculty of Arts, majoring in Pub and minoring in
Pool Hall. He found little at this institution that inspired
him, so he went to work at Canadian Pacific Railways for
the summer of 1983.
He worked for the railroad for the next five years,
with a brief sojourn at a lumber processing company in
Winnipeg. In 1988, Patrick left the CPR for good and
began working for Pre-Con Builders in Winnipeg. He has
been with Pre-Con ever since.
In 1994, Patrick received his Inter-Provincial
Carpentry Certificate from Red River Community College
in Winnipeg. He has gone from carpenter to project supervisor to the field superintendent with Pre-Con.
Patrick began dating Tracy Stewart in the fall of 1991
when Tracy was working in Neepawa. She had attained a
degree in business administration from RRCC and spent
some time working for Canada Trust in Winnipeg before
returning home to “the best job she ever had”, working at
Petro Canada.
Tracy moved to Winnipeg in 1992 and she and Patrick
found an apartment together on Arlington Street shortly

Back Row L to R: Robyn, Sean, Patrick
Second Row: Carrie holding Genna, Rosalie, Camille,
Kenzie, Tracy holding Jorie, Lynley
First Row: Pat and Ivan.
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System as a band conductor and music consultant. Carrie
started her business “Diamond Body Healing Arts” where
she teaches Pilates, crania-sacral therapy, yoga and Body
Mind Centering.
On July 7, 2006, Carrie gave birth to their daughter,
Gemma Rose, who promises to be a force to be reckoned
with.

after. She began working for Canada Trust (again) and has
been with that institution (now TD Canada Trust) since.
They were married on Oct. 29, 1994. The wedding
was at Neepawa United Church and the reception was held
at the Yellowhead Centre. A local band played until late
and a good time was had by all. On July 1, 1995, Tracy
and Patrick took possession of their home on Burgundy
Crescent in Fort Garry, Winnipeg. Then the fun really
started.
Kenzie Leigh was born on Feb. 6, 1996. Patrick and
Tracy have been devoted parents ever since. Lynley Ann
followed two years later on Feb. 19 and Jorie Vonne came
on Aug. 29, 2003. The girls attend a French immersion
program at Ecole Crane in Winnipeg. They love to swim
at the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) in the
winter and at various locations in the summer.
The family spends much of the summer camping
which includes riding bikes, playing tennis, fishing and
spending time at the beach.
All of the girls enjoy singing and playing music, both
at school and at home. Kenzie and Lynley are both active
in the school choirs.
The family still visits Grandma and Grandpa and
Nanny in Neepawa regularly. They camp at Riverbend
Park every summer and many hours are spent swimming
at the Neepawa Pool.
Patrick and Tracy are blessed with a strong family
and many friends.

TRAILL, SEAN
Submitted by Sean Traill
Sean graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute in 1980. Before graduation, he was employed at
Traill Meats, where he worked on the kill floor and then
following graduation, he was employed full time at the
meat plant. When his parents purchased Tony Otten’s mink
food business, Sean was recruited to deliver mink food to
the mink ranchers in the Interlake Region in Manitoba.
Then, for a summer, Sean worked for the Department of
Highways on a project south of Neepawa on #5 Highway.
For several summers, he worked for the railway, working in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. During this
time, Sean attended the University of Manitoba for two
winters.
In 1986, Sean joined Manitoba Hydro and he completed
his Journeyman’s training in 1992. He has been employed
with Hydro ever since. He went to northern Manitoba
for several winters to do construction and repair of hydro
lines while the lakes were frozen. After the big ice storm
in Quebec, Sean volunteered to go and help with the
construction of fallen towers and lines.
Sean and Sylvie met in Beausejour, MB. Sylvie had
moved to Manitoba from Pointe Fortune, QC to teach
French. They had two girls together: Camille was born in
1990, followed by Rosalie in 1993. Camille, who is 17,
has graduated from high school in 2007 and now is attending college in Quebec. Rosalie is 14 and goes to school
in Quebec as well. Both girls are dancers, fond of water
sports and snow boarding. The girls live with their mother,
but make frequent visits back to Manitoba to visit with
their dad, grandparents and other family and friends.
Sean shares his time with Andrea Playter, who is a
speech therapist and works in the Rolling River School
Division. Andrea has a family of four girls. Sean owns his
own boat so they take their girls to the family cottage at
Ashern on Lake Winnipeg and to Minnedosa Lake in the
summer to water ski.
Andrea and Sean holidayed in British Columbia in
2006 and in Quebec in 2007.

TRAILL, ROBYN
Submitted by Robyn Traill
After Robyn came back from studying Buddhism in
India in 1982, he married Kate Byman, and they both
worked as teachers in Winnipeg until 1996. Robyn kept
his hand in the music business in various ways, playing in
bands, working in live theatre and recording music. Kate
and Robyn went to Halifax for two years in 1992, where
they helped establish the Shambhala Middle School, a
Buddhist inspired Grade 5-9 school which flourishes today
with students from Kindergarten to Grade 12. In 1996,
they moved to Vermont where Robyn became the Director
of Karme Choling Buddhist Meditation Center, and Kate
became the Operations Manager. While in Karme Choling,
Robyn and Kate decided to separate and they returned to
Winnipeg in 2000.
In 2002 Robyn moved to Vancouver and married Carrie
Abresch, who was born and raised in Boulder, Colorado,
but most recently had lived in San Francisco working as
a professional dancer and movement therapist.
Currently in Vancouver, Robyn works as a freelance
music composer for the film and television industry, as
well as working two days a week in the Richmond School
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TWERDOSKI FAMILY
Micheal Twerdoski was born in 1875 to Nicholas
Twerdoski and Vasalyna Slobojan. Micheal has two sisters
and one brother. He served in the Ukrainian army for 12
years. After he was discharged he went to work. The work
was hard and jobs were hard to find.

Micheal and Anne Twerdoski

John Twerdoski
In 1899 Micheal married Anne Tanasechuk whose
parents were Nufrey Tanasechuk and Mary Boyks. She had
two sisters and two brothers. Their first child, Katherine
was born in the Ukraine in 1902.
Micheal left his wife and daughter in 1903 to go
to Canada to find work and a new and better home. He
arrived by ship in Halifax and then traveled to Neepawa by
train. He missed meeting his friend and was hired by John
Anderson, whom he worked for five years in the summers
and cut wood in the winter. He purchased 50 acres in
Mountain Road on which new life would begin.
In 1908, his wife Anne and Katherine arrived at their
new home. There was no house on their property, so they
lived across the road in a neighbour’s old house until a log
house and stable were built. Two more children were born
to Micheal and Anne: Nellie in 1909 and John in 1915.
Katherine married Micheal Bobick who helped build
the Mountain Road Church. Nellie married William
Koblanski.
John Twerdoski married Mary Andruniak. Mary’s
parents were Peter Andruniak and Annie Tkach. John
and Mary resided at Mountain Road and helped Annie
on the farm. To this marriage, a son and a daughter were
born: Jean Rose and Albert John. Both attended Mountain
Road school and church and finished school in Neepawa.
After John passed away, Annie and Mary remained on the
farm and everyone helped with the farm work. Later Annie
and Mary sold the farm and moved to Neepawa. Both are
buried in the Neepawa cemetery.

Peter and Annie Andruniak (Tkach) and baby Mary
(age 2-3 years)
Jean went to school and became a hairdresser in
Neepawa and married Eric Toniak. They still reside in
Neepawa, and have two children: Monique Marie and
Derrick Joseph. Both attended the Neepawa schools and
still live and work in Neepawa.
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and Patti Moore. The following year we purchased this
half section from the Moore’s and continue to live there.
Previous to our marriage, Amber received the Health Care
Aide training and worked at the Gladstone Care Home
until our son Dillan was born Apr. 5, 2002 at the Brandon
General Hospital. We continue to farm with my parents
and I enjoy being a member of the Arden volunteer fire
department. Our son will start kindergarten in Neepawa
in the fall of 2007.

UNGER, ROLAND and SANDRA
Submitted by Sandra Unger
Roland Unger was born on Mar. 29, 1956, the oldest
of six boys born to Victor and Mary Unger at Steinbach,
MB. The family moved to the Sinclairville district in 1965.
Roland attended school there and then on to Gladstone.
He worked on a dairy farm at Steinbach, then at “Tilsons
Texaco” service station in Gladstone, and then for a short
time at a pipe fitting company in Winnipeg before returning to the farm in the spring of 1976.
I, Sandra Ford, was born in Neepawa on Oct. 22, 1957
the second child of Dudley and Ardell Ford. I attended
Grades 1-4 at the same one-room school house as my Dad,
Winchester, and then to Grade 9 at Arden Elementary and
completed Grade 12 at Neepawa Collegiate. Previous to
graduation, I had started working in the administrative
office of the Neepawa-Gladstone Co-op and continued
there after high school.
Roland and I were married on May 8, 1976 and moved
on to the farm originally owned by my great uncle, Ivan
Ford, NW 14-15-13 in the RM of Lansdowne. It was then
owned by my father, Dudley Ford. Roland worked for my
Dad and I continued to work in Neepawa until the birth
of our first child, Craig, on June 30, 1978, in Neepawa.
Our daughter, Twyla, was born on Oct. 12, 1980, also in
Neepawa. Our children both received their education at
Arden and Neepawa schools. Craig married Amber Asham
on July 8, 2000 and farms with us on our mixed farming
operation, having purchased cattle and land of his own.
They have made us proud grandparents of Dillan who was
born on Apr. 5, 2002. Twyla spent a year in Winnipeg after
high school graduation and then on to the Assiniboine
Community College in Brandon, MB. She graduated in
2003 as a Level 2 Early Childhood Educator. She works
and lives in Brandon.
Through the years, we continued to farm and expand
our own farming operation and eventually took over the
farm from my parents, who still live just down the road
from us.

Back Row: Judi, Danna, Josee, Albert Twerdoski
Front Row: Eric, Jean, Monique, Derrick Toniak
June, 2007
Albert worked as a truck driver for different companies including Gardewine North. He met Judi Baranauskas
(from Firdale) at a dairy farm owned by Ed and Joan Cook,
where they both worked. The Cook farm was previously
owned by Bert and Zena Wabick. Ed and Albert are distant
cousins and Judi knew the Cook’s all her life as they lived
in the Firdale and Carberry areas before. They later sold the
dairy to the Pastershank family and moved to Wellwood,
MB. Ed passed away in March 2007, Joan still resides in
Wellwood.
Albert and Judi were married in 1987 and moved to
the Baranauskas farm in Firdale where they raise cattle.
They were blessed with two daughters: Danna Marie and
Josee Teresa. Danna graduated from Carberry Collegiate
in 2007 and Josee still attends the Collegiate. Albert works
for Beautiful Plains School Division as a bus driver in the
Carberry area. Judi also works for the division as a spare
driver and for Manitoba Community Health.

UNGER, CRAIG and AMBER
Submitted by Craig Unger
I was born on June 30, 1978, the first child of Roland
and Sandra Unger. My education began attending kindergarten at the J.M. Young School in Eden and continued
in Arden for Grades 1-9. Then I attended the Neepawa
Collegiate, graduating from Grade 12 in 1996. I started
farming in 1998 and also received my private pilot’s
license that year. I married Amber Asham of Kinosota,
MB on July 8, 2000 and we live on NW 15-15-13 in the
RM of Lansdowne, which I had been renting from Roger
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VANHOVE, GLEN and MARLENE

Updates for the family history:
In 1985, Glen was promoted to superintendent at
Carman, with the Department of Highways. We moved
to an acreage at Graysville, a small village seven miles
from Carman. Curtis went to Grade 5 at the school there
and Carla was in Grade 7 and went to the high school in
Carman. Marlene had a job at the Carman Flower Shop. In
1993, we moved to Brandon, where Glen is superintendent
at present. In July 2005 we moved back to Neepawa, a
little sooner than we had first planned, but everything just
seemed to work out right.
Marlene has worked as a florist in Carman, Brandon,
and also worked as a sales clerk at Lewiscraft in Brandon
for twelve years. She now is working at Beyond the Garden
Gate in Neepawa.
Carla, our daughter has three boys: Travis, Justin
and Taylor. They live in Miami, MB. Carla works for the
Central Health Region as a Families First Home visitor.
The boys keep her busy with all the sports, 4-H calf club
and they enjoy camping.
Curtis, our son, has lived in various towns over the
years working for the Co-op. He started working with
them in Carman while going to school there. He graduated in 1993. Curtis then moved to Manitou, Dauphin,
Neepawa and Rocky Mountain House, AB where he met
and married Jodi Stadnek on Aug. 30, 2003. They have
two girls: Tia and Madison. They have moved to Masset,
BC in the Queen Charlotte Islands where Curtis was store
manager with the Co-op. He has since quit the Co-op and
is apprenticing to be an electrician and is working for a
company from Comox. They are building a new hospital
and a new Co-op store in Masset.

Submitted by Glen Vanhove
Glen and Marlene, with Carla and Curtis, moved from
Melita to Neepawa in July, 1975. Mother, Dad and children
enjoy all the sports and activities provided by Neepawa.
Glen was employed by the Department of Highways
as a works supervisor in the Neepawa area. He worked
(1976-77) with the Neepawa Area Ambulance and was an
active member of the Neepawa Fire Department.
Glen enjoyed hockey and in particular with coaching
young boys. He coached the 8 and under hockey team for
two years and he was coach and manager of the Neepawa
Natives Hockey Club 1976-77. In 1976, Glen coached
the Neepawa Midget hard ball. In 1982, he was coordinator for 8 and under tee-ball, and played ball in the local
slow pitch league. He also found time to serve as a board
member on the Neepawa Minor Hockey executive, a board
member of the Neepawa Centennial Project Committee,
was a Neepawa Lions Club member, loved curling and was
a member of the winning rink, skipped by Ed Sage in the
mixed curling 1976-77.
Marlene loved flowers and gardening, enjoyed working for “The Garden Gate” and the Neepawa Press. She
was a member of the Horticultural Society. In the local
yard competition sponsored by the society, the Vanhove
garden placed first in 1979 and 1980.
Curtis played hockey in the winter and baseball in
the summer. Carla was a girl guide, played softball in the
summer. Both children enjoyed the local swimming pool
and the whole family loved summer camping.

Marlene and Glen Vanhove Centennial Home Grounds
Winners – July 1983

Glen and Marlene
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employment was the Gladstone branch of the Austin Credit
Union.
In 1973, Geordie decided to visit his grandfather in
Gladstone and it was at this time that he met Betty-Lynn.
Visits took place back and forth between Gladstone and
Banff. In 1974, Betty-Lynn moved to Banff and was
employed as desk clerk at the Banff Springs Hotel and
Banffshire Inn.
In 1975, we were married in Gladstone. We lived a
short time in Banff, then decided to move to Manitoba
and chose Minnedosa. Geordie was employed in several
different areas including construction and the Highways
Department. In 1977, we moved to Neepawa. Geordie
started his own business, Creative Art and Signs and BettyLynn was employed at the Royal Bank of Canada.
In July, 1978, a daughter, Shannon was born. Six years
later, in July, 1984, a son, Shaun was born.

Glen has been involved with hockey at various levels
for 35 years and has worked with the Pierson Bruins,
Neepawa Minor Hockey, Neepawa Natives Senior team,
Carman Minor Hockey, Brandon Youth Hockey for twelve
years as a time keeper and now helping keep time for the
Neepawa Natives Junior A team and the Neepawa Tigers
High School team. Glen was also on the board of directors
for the Manitoba Amateur Hockey for ten years.
Marlene has been involved with the Horticultural
Society over the years, and takes great pride in keeping our
yard looking good. She also enjoys all sorts of crafts.
We are both really enjoying being back in Neepawa.

VERHOEVEN, ANTONIE and ELIZABETH
Submitted by Joan Verhoeven
Tom and Lizzie resided in Neepawa from 1936 to 1970
when they retired to Abbotsford, BC. Tom passed away in
1992 in Abbotsford at the age of 88.
They have four children: Harry, Ruth, Peony and
John.
Harry and Ingrid, formerly of Winnipeg, now live in
Abbotsford, BC. They have four children and eight grandchildren.
Ruth and Delbert Grasby of Oakbank, MB have four
children and one son who deceased in 1990. They have
five grandchildren and one great grandchild and another
one on the way.
Peony Lafreniere, late of Fort St. John, BC passed
away in 1997 after a short illness. They have four children.
One daughter passed away at the age of sixteen.
John and Joan (granddaughter of James and Mary
Stewart of Franklin, MB) live in St. Andrews, MB. They
have no children in their family but many nieces and nephews.
There are many memories of Neepawa for the
Verhoeven’s, a wonderful place to raise a family.

L to R: Neil, Shannon, Geordie, Betty-Lynn, Shaun
Self-employment had its advantages. We were able to
enjoy many trips all over Canada and the United States.
Geordie himself went to Egypt twice to study esoteric
symbology and visit all the ancient temples.
On Aug. 26, 2001, Shannon married Neil Enns. They
reside in Seattle, Washington. Shannon is working on an
Undergraduate Degree in Business. Neil is Lead Program
Manager at Microsoft Corporation.
Shaun resides in Neepawa and at present is employed
at McCain Foods in Carberry.
Betty-Lynn has been employed at Ryan’s Denture
Clinic since 2003, plus bookkeeping for their own business.
In 2004, Geordie’s hobby of antique cars became an
extension of the sign business.
Both businesses continue to flourish as we start
2007.

VINCENT, GEORDIE and BETTY-LYNN
Geordie was born in Gladstone during World War II
to George and Eileen Vincent (Clayton). His father was a
Royal Canadian Air Force pilot and later a Game Warden.
Because of this, Geordie moved often. He spent many years
in the Rockies, working in Banff, Jasper, Lake Louise and
Maligne Lake (1968-1975.)
Betty-Lynn was born in Gladstone to Clifford and
Gladys Reshaur (Olson). Her father was a farmer in the
Golden Stream area. After graduating from William Morton
Collegiate, Betty-Lynn was employed in the office of the
Gladstone Creamery for a couple of years. Following that,
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WADDELL, KEN and CHRISTINE

cial and federal levels. Ken served four years as chairman
of the Neepawa Lily Festival and Chris has served many
years as bus tour and horse drawn tour guide.
Michael lives at Brandon and is married to Naomi
Wiebe of Amaranth. They have four children: Tara, Micah,
Dawson and Emily. Michael works in Christian Missionary
work with youth. Robert lives in Brandon and works in
sales and construction.

Submitted by Ken Waddell
Ken and Christine Waddell met at the University
of Manitoba. Ken is from Holland, MB and Christine
(nee Lobel) is from Virden. They came to Neepawa in
January 1971, when Ken took on the position of Assistant
Agricultural Representative at Neepawa. They bought
a house at 261 Fourth Avenue in Neepawa. Their son,
Michael, was born April 1970, in Winnipeg, their second
son, Robert, was born at Neepawa in November 1971.
Chris was involved in Neepawa Toastmistresses and Ken
sat on the Neepawa Recreation Commission.
In 1973 the Waddell’s moved to Arden to the McCamis
house and Ken opened the Ag-Rep office at Gladstone
as the town’s first Ag-Rep. In 1975, they moved to the
Ed Small farm east of Arden and began a small farming
operation. Then in 1979, Ken left the government and
expanded the farm to include a dairy herd. The same year,
Ken Waddell Auction Service was launched. Mike and
Robert attended school at Arden School and later Neepawa
Area Collegiate Institute.
The boys were involved in 4-H, the Neepawa Festival,
NACI major productions, sports at Arden and Neepawa
and church activities at Calvary Chapel in Neepawa. Ken
and Chris were involved in all the boys’ activities as well as
activities in Arden. Ken guided the formation and chaired
the Lansdowne Recreation Commission.
In 1986 the Waddell’s moved to the former Sid Arnold
farm yard east of Neepawa and continued to hobby farm
and built an Auction barn. The barn was used as an auction
house until 1999, when Ken officially retired from auctioneering. The barn was built largely from materials from
the Neepawa Drive-In Theatre, which was destroyed in
1986 by a windstorm. Ken and Chris have been involved
in several salvage and demolition projects and have often
built new buildings or additions in Neepawa and Arden
area. They salvaged the Canadian Pacific Railway station
in Neepawa. Some of that material went into the Neepawa
Yellowhead Centre. They demolished a derelict apartment
block in Neepawa to make way for a new owner to build
a home. In addition to the Auction Barn, they doubled
the size of their Neepawa house, extensively renovated
and updated the McCamis home, built a full set of farm
buildings at Arden which are still in use at the time of
this writing. They saved the Arnold house from demolition and extensively restored the house. The new owners
have furthered the restoration so that it is a fine preserved
example of Victorian architecture today.
In 1989 the Waddell’s started the Neepawa Banner
newspaper and in 1998 Ken was elected to a term as mayor
of Neepawa.
The Waddell’s have been involved in farming, auctioning, publishing as well as politics at the municipal, provin-

WAHOSKI, DONALD and GERTRUDE
Donald, mostly known as Pat, was born on Jan.
28, 1927, son of Robert and Martha Wachoski (nee
Lewandoska) who were married at St. Elizabeth Church in
Polonia. Later, the name was changed to Wahoski. Martha
died in 1930. Robert married again to Effie Bialkowki.
Donald was born and raised in the Polonia district.
Gertrude (nee Kasprick) was born in September 1926,
daughter of Joseph and Mary Kasprick (nee Dalejczyk)
who were married in St. Elizabeth Church in Polonia.
Joseph died at the age of 47. Mary was never remarried.
Gertrude was born and raised in Polonia.
Donald and Gertrude were married on Oct. 26, 1955
at St. Elizabeth Church in Polonia. In 1959 they purchased
their farm on Section 31-16-16 in Polonia. Donald worked
away most winters. He worked for the railroad, in the saw
mills in The Pas, Fort McMurray, AB and surrounding
areas around Polonia. Gertrude looked after the children
and the farm while Donald was away. In the summers,
Donald came home to put the crops in and take them off.
Later, they moved off the farm to Bethany, a small community a few miles away. They lived there for about 13 years,
and then they moved to Neepawa in 2005. They now live
at the Yellowhead Manor. Donald and Gertrude have six
children, all born in Neepawa Hospital.

Back Row L to R: Maxine, Robert, Doreen, Valerie
Front Row: Gertrude, Donald (Pat), Shelley
741

1965, the Glenella School Board made him principal of the
three local town schools. He spent 38 years at Glenella and
the Turtle River School Division, completing a successful
rewarding career of 41 years. Some of the highlights were
that he taught at all levels Kindergarten to Grade 12, 37
years as principal, youngest entering principal in the division, longest serving teacher and principal, 17 consecutive
years without sick leave and longest principal with an all
female staff.
One exciting event of his teaching career was on a
sunny Sept. 29, 1989 school day when he took 25 students
to Tenby, an old school building that had not been used
for over 20 years. The idea came while he, his daughter
Heather and Arlene Butler (Walker) visited an old historical school in 1989 in Virginia City, Nevada, United States.
While in there, he reflected on his earlier teaching career in
a one-room school and also having gone to one, he wanted
to give the students a feel of what it was like to grow up,
and also a feeling of life in the past. He had pioneer guest
speakers and memorabilia from the past and organized a
day of learning and activities. To his surprise, most of the
school board showed up, including the superintendent, the
Neepawa Press, CKX television camera crews and numerous local curious people. “Syrup pails and gopher tails, a
Day in a One Room School”, was the theme of the day.
Despite all the attention received, the project was nominated for the Hilroy Fellowship Scholarship in Ottawa. It
was recognized by the Manitoba Association of School
Trustees, the Department of Education news letter, the
Manitoba Teachers, as well as an example of cooperative
learning taken to Newfoundland and other areas throughout Canada. This day was like re-living a day back in time,
a day in a one-room school. He compiled a book of the
students’ experiences.
During 17 summers and winters, he obtained a Science
degree, General Studies degree, Bachelor of Education
degree, several special courses towards a Masters Degree,
as well as certificates in Administration and Principal.
After he retired from teaching, he still felt the need for
a new adventure. He took studies in teaching English to
non-English speaking people.
Besides his education, Harvey, having a farm background, took interest in farming which he had done for
many years. As a conservationist and naturalist, he planted
over 26,000 trees of various species in which numerous
birdhouses have been hung.
Harvey and his daughter Heather have traveled extensively throughout most of the United States and Canada,
as well as to the Bahamas and Hawaii. They both enjoy
baseball and have seen numerous American league games
in various cities. In the summer of 1982, Harvey attended
Bemidji University, United States, where the geography
class travelled to various countries in Europe for foreign
studies. In 1987 he studied geography in Scandinavia.

Baby Wahoski, born Sept. 2, 1957, died at birth and
is buried in the Polonia cemetery.
Doreen, was born Feb. 9, 1959, married Wayne Burton
on Aug. 9, 1997. They have no children. Wayne died Nov.
21, 2003. He is buried in Bethany Cemetery. Doreen lives
in Onanole.
Maxine, born June 29, 1960, married Cyril Nagorski
on Aug. 4, 1984 at St Dominic Church in Neepawa. They
have three children: Shane born Oct. 14, 1980, Devin born
May 29, 1987, and Myles born June 28, 1991. All three
boys were born at Neepawa Hospital. Cyril and Maxine
live in Neepawa.
Valerie Calen (nee Wahoski) was born May 16, 1964.
Her partner is Daryl Cute. They have one child, Tiffany
born Jan. 19, 1991. Valerie and Daryl live in Brandon.
Shelly was born in February 1969. She married Guy
Isleifson on Aug. 10, 1991. They have three children:
Morgan born July 25, 1990; Brayden born Apr. 26, 1993
and Dustin born Feb. 10, 1996. Shelly and Guy live in
Brandon.
Robert was born Oct. 5, 1968 and married Myrna
(nee Johnson) on May 29, 1993. They have two children:
Kristjana born Sept. 21, 1988 and Joey born Feb. 20, 1992.
Robert and Myrna live in Eden.

WALKER, HARVEY
Submitted by Harvey
Harvey, the sixth child of Martha and Charlie Walker,
grew up in Tupper district near Plumas and Waldersee,
MB.

Harvey
Harvey had gone to a one-room school West Tupper
and took his high school in Plumas. Upon graduation from
high school, he attended Manitoba Teachers College in
Tuxedo, Winnipeg. His first school was a Kindergarten to
Grade 8 School at Golden Stream south of Gladstone. His
services the next two years were secured by Union School,
just east of Neepawa and Viscount School at Neepawa. In
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Harvey, as President of Maitland School Reunion,
was instrumental in construction and designing the cairn
located on the former school site. The cairn is unique in
that the financial contributions of each had his/her name
engraved in a brick.

Harvey and Heather at their retreat
Hooterville Green Acres
In leisure time, Harvey enjoys going out to his park
at Hooterville Green Acres (farm) with his daughter
Heather and anyone else. Dancing, fishing, gardening, yard
enhancement, painting buildings and traveling spontaneously to various communities and meeting new people has
always been in his agenda. In the past, he was involved
in curling and politics. He has used his carpentry skills
to assist his daughter and son-in-law to build a house in
Kenora, ON.
Harvey had served on the local town committee at
Glenella in earlier years and on various committees relating to the teaching profession. He had lived in Neepawa
1963 to 1965 and again 1983 to 1997.
In late June 2007, at 6:15 PM on a Friday night, he
encountered firsthand a phenomenon that he taught many
times in geography classes over the years. He was driving straight towards a tornado, a big white funnel cloud
at Elie, MB. It turned out that this tornado was a class
F5 (the only one that ever occurred in Canada). It ripped
homes off their foundations, shredded trees and literally
lifted soil out of the ground. Being a photographer, as
usual, having a camera under the car seat, he was able to
take many pictures of the scene. It was an experience!!
Probably one in a lifetime!!

Tornado
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Tornado

Heather and Lonny

The summer of 2007, saw him off on a cultural
and physical geography tour of Scotland, Ireland and
England. The purple heather on the Scottish moors was
awesome!!

Heather takes pleasure in singing with various groups,
attending a women’s stitch group, reading, and running.
Lonny is a craftsman and enjoys building just about
anything (including their house), as well as playing the
drums, scuba diving, and partaking in most water activities. Camping and boating are also some of their enjoyed
summer activities in northwestern Ontario. Heather and
Lonny currently reside in Kenora.

WALKER, HEATHER and LONNY
KIRKPATRICK
Submitted by Harvey Walker
Heather Lynn Kirkpatrick (nee Walker) was born on
May 27, 1976, to Harvey and Kathy Walker in Neepawa.
She graduated from the Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute
in 1993. After graduating with her Bachelor of Science
degree (1997) and Master of Science degree (1998) from
Minot State University, North Dakota, Heather found
employment as a Speech-Language Pathologist at the
Lake of the Woods Child Development Centre in Kenora,
ON. She married Lonny Kirkpatrick on July 26, 2003 at
Lakeside Baptist Church in Kenora.
Lonny William Kirkpatrick was born on Oct. 21, 1976
to Peter and Shirley Kirkpatrick, in Kenora. He graduated from Beaver Brae Secondary School in 1994. Lonny
attended Rocky Mountain Bible College in Calgary, AB
before moving back to Kenora and starting his business,
LWK Contracting. Lonny constructs log homes and has
other building projects on the go.

Violet
Heather and Lonny have a daughter, Violet Avalon,
who was born on Sept. 25, 2007 in Kenora.
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WALKER, VINCE and ELLEN

WALKER, WILLIAM and SHIRLEY
Submitted by Lynda Walker
William Henry Walker was born in Moore Park in
1913. Son of a grain buyer, he and his family had lived
in several communities around Manitoba before finally
settling in Arden in the early 30s. Mom’s parents, Tom and
Sarah Storey, had farmed in the Eden district for several
years before moving to Arden. Tom became a grain buyer
and continued in that capacity for 38 years. Her parents
moved to Winnipeg where her father was killed in a
streetcar accident in 1955. Mom was the second youngest daughter of a family of seven. She attended school in
Arden, and after finishing there, went to Winnipeg, learned
hairdressing and then returned to Arden to work at that out
of her parents’ home.
Dad was a painter and decorator by trade. Mom and
Dad were married in 1942. Dad enlisted in the army and
went overseas the same year and remained there until
1945. While he was overseas, Mom worked at MacDonald
Aircraft as a riveter and tubing inspector. Yes, she took
some teasing about being “Rosie the Riveter”. After the
war, they came to Neepawa to establish a home. Dad
returned to his trade until his death in 1969. Mom worked
at the Economy Store for 20 years, retiring in 1979. Her
hobby was collecting dolls of the world for her granddaughter, Jaydene. She has almost 40 dolls from many
parts of the world.
Along the way, Mom and Dad had two children: Lynda
and Wayne.
I, Lynda, was born in 1946. I was the second girl to be
hired for Autopac in Brandon when it opened its office and
continued there for 33 ½ years until my retirement.
Wayne was born in 1950. He married Darlene
Abraham of Rosenfeld, MB in 1975. They have three
children: Jaydene, Troy and Cole. He is now a painter in
Lloydminster.
Jaydene Leigh was born in Neepawa in 1978. She
attended school in Lloydminster and went to university to
become a teacher. She is now teaching in Penticton, BC.
Troy Wayne William was born in 1980 in Brandon. He
went to school in Lloydminster and then to university to
become a Petroleum Engineer with Husky in Lloydminster.
Cole Michael was born in 1982 in Brandon. He continued
his education and is now a Mid Audio Engineer and resides
in Edmonton.

Back: Michele, Scott, Paula
Front: Jaclyn, Ellen, Vince
Ellen Drayson married Vince Walker on Aug. 11, 1973.
Soon after getting married and settling in Neepawa, Ellen
began teaching for the Beautiful Plains School Division.
Her first position was at the Pine Creek Hutterite Colony.
After a year there, she was transferred to Brookdale
School, where she taught from 1974-1989 in a variety of
classroom combinations from Grade 1 to Grade 8. The
last year she was a teaching principal. In 1989, she moved
into a Grade 1 classroom position at Hazel M. Kellington
School in Neepawa. She continued in this position until
her retirement in 2006.
Vince has worked at the Neepawa Feed Mill since
1969. He also has his own janitorial business. Over the
years, he has worked for the Royal Bank of Canada,
Neepawa Medical Clinic, and the Government of Manitoba
Lands Branch.
Vince and Ellen have two children: Scott was born
Sept 9, 1978, and Paula was born Nov. 19, 1981. Both
children attended school in Neepawa and were active in
school, community and sporting activities. As a family,
we have enjoyed many camping trips throughout western
Canada and parts of the United States. Scott graduated
from the University of Winnipeg (Arts) and Paula graduated from the U of M (Pharmacy).
Scott, his wife Michele (Stehr), and their daughter
Jaclyn (born Jan. 6, 2007) live in Winnipeg. Scott is a Sales
Coordinator for Landmark Feeds and Michele is employed
by Assiniboine Credit Union.
Paula lives in Brandon where she is a pharmacist for
Canada Safeway.

WALSH, BRIEN and LISA
Submitted by Lisa Walsh
Brien Walsh was born in Neepawa, April 1965, the
fourth child of Michael and Elizabeth Walsh of Gladstone.
His parents emigrated from Ireland in 1960. Brien grew
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Beth also ran a greenhouse. When Third Crossing Manor
opened in Gladstone, Mike and Beth both went to work
there, Mike in maintenance and Beth in the kitchen. They
loved their garden and their yard and spent many hours
creating a beautiful yard that many admired.
After they both had retired they eventually sold their
home in Gladstone and moved to Neepawa in 1993, and
bought a home on Second Avenue. Over the years they
enjoyed many hours in the yard and garden, going for
walks, and their many trips to Ireland, as well as being active
members of St. Dominic’s Roman Catholic Church.
In 2004 Beth passed away, and Mike still lives in their
home, keeping a beautiful yard, and keeps active helping
out his neighbors, and has become well known for his
homemade pies, and Irish bread.
Their children are: Mary, Bridgit, James and Brien.
Mary married Sig Pfahl of Glenella and they live in
Winkler, MB. Mary is a nurse at Boundary Trails Hospital,
and Sig is a Pharmacist, and runs Pfahl’s Drugs. They have
two children: Erika and Carl. Erika graduated in 2007 as
a Pharmacist, and is currently working with her dad and
Carl is going to college and working.
Bridgit is a legal secretary in Winnipeg and has two
children from her marriage: Julie and Eric. Julie lives and
works in Portage la Prairie and Eric is attending his last
year of high school.
James left Canada for a job in Australia with Canadian
Home Locaters and was transferred to England where he
lives today with his wife, Lorraine and their two children:
daughter Joanne and son Sean. Sean is employed as a
plumber. James and Lorraine have one grandson.
Brien married Lisa Dyck of Arden and they moved
to Neepawa in 1992. Brien works in maintenance at East
View Lodge and the Hospital, and is a teacher of First Aide
and CPR (Cardiopulmonary resuscitation). Lisa works at
Harris Pharmacy in Home Health. They have one daughter
Sabrina who works at East View Lodge. Sabrina married
Steven Watson in July of 2007 and Steven works for Plett
Construction and they have a home in Neepawa.

up in Gladstone, and attended Gladstone Elementary and
William Morton Collegiate Institute. His first job was for
the Town of Gladstone, where he cared for the park and
campgrounds. In 1984, he got on as a maintenance man for
Seven Regions Health Centre, and worked in the hospital,
Centennial Apartments, and Crescent Lodge.
In 1985 he married Lisa Dyck, daughter of John and
Lorraine Dyck of Arden. Brien and Lisa have a daughter
Sabrina born in 1987.
Brien was active in the Fire Department and Ambulance
service in Gladstone. In 1992 Brien gained employment in
maintenance at East View Lodge, and the family moved
to Neepawa in December of 1992. In October 1993 they
bought a home on Third Avenue and lived there for
thirteen years. In the following years, Brien took many
courses and worked as a paramedic in his spare time for
the Assiniboine and Central Health Authorities. Shortly
after, he became a First Aide and CPR (Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation) instructor and gave up EMS (Emergency
Medical Services) and teaches in his spare time.
Lisa worked in a restaurant and then became assistant
manager, then manager. In 1998, she went back to school
and got her Health Care Aide certificate, and worked at
East View Lodge for six years. In 2004, she was hired at
Harris Pharmacy to run the Home Health Division. She
is an active member of the Whitemud Comedy Company,
and has many happy memories doing this.
Sabrina attended school at Hazel M. Kellington,
both the original and the new school, and Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute, where she was active in band and as
a Peer Helper. She also studied violin for four years. She
graduated on the honor roll in 2006, and went to school to
get her Health Care Aide certificate, and worked at Third
Crossing Manor until she got on full time at East View
Lodge in June of 2007. In July of 2007, Sabrina married
Steven Watson, son of Murray and Diane Watson. Steven
works for Plett Construction and they have a home in
Neepawa.
Brien and Lisa sold their Third Avenue home and
moved to a new home on Lily Street where they currently
reside.

WARD, RUPERT and AGNES
WALSH, MICHEAL and ELIZABETH

Rupert was born in Berkley, ON in 1883. He moved
west with his mother and father in 1889 to the Franklin
area. In 1890, we moved to a homestead in the Springhill
district. Here my father built a log house on a solid bush
farm, where all the family was raised. I was the youngest
of a family of five boys and two girls. My father died when
I was 13, and being the only one left at home, I carried on
farming with my mother.
The only way of making money was in hauling wood
in the winter, road work in the summer and threshing in
the fall. I started threshing when I was 14 with the Brodies.

Submitted by Lisa Walsh
Micheal and Elizabeth Walsh and their three children,
Mary, James, and Bridgit left Trim, Ireland for Canada.
After a memorable ocean voyage, they finally arrived in
Brandon, MB, where Mike worked for a farmer. He then
took his family and moved to Gladstone and worked for
Homer Fehr for a number of years. In 1965 a fourth child,
Brien was born. They then moved to town and Mike worked
at the Gladstone Creamery for a number of years. Mike and
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They worked from 6:00 AM to 8:00 PM and often 10:00
PM at night. The wages were $1.25 per day for a man and
his team. With these long hours, a young man’s stomach
often grew hungry. Being used to oatmeal porridge in the
mornings at home, I started the idea of the men having
porridge for breakfast.
The only social functions were held in the farm homes.
This included the dances. I recall the first girl I took to a
dance was with a horse and two wheeled cart. The cart, I
borrowed from a neighbour. The horse was my own.
As time went on, my love for horses grew. I had a
single driver once, of which I was very proud, as I received
many first prize ribbons at both Neepawa and Minnedosa
fairs.
In 1913 I bought my first car. This was a brass fronted
Ford which I purchased for $580 from Charles Pedlar.
In 1910 I built a large frame house on the homestead.
This was built with lumber I had taken out myself, and
mostly from local areas.
In 1920 my mother and I moved to Kelwood, onto
what was known as the Tom Scott farm. This was my
brother-in-law. In April 1922 my mother died.
With wood being the only source of fuel, I began a wood
sawing business. This I carried on from 1920-1932.
I continued to batch until December 1925, when I
married T.B. Gilmour’s daughter, Agnes. We had one
daughter, Lona. My wife died in March, 1953. I continued
to farm until 1956, when I moved to town. This completed
57 years of continuous farming. During these years I saw
many hard times and also good times.
(Rupert passed away in August 1967.)

WARD, SPARA and BERTHA
Submitted by Gloria Thomas
Spara and Bertha Mae raised a family of six children
in a large brick home on their farm at 18-15-16 in the
RM of Rosedale, three miles north of Franklin, MB and
very near to Coldstream School. The children all graduated from Franklin High School. After their marriage on
Dec. 18, 1907, in Kelwood, they lived for a time in the
Springhill district. Earlier, Spara had a homestead three
miles West of Eden.
In 1946 they retired to Neepawa to live at 181 Hamilton
Street and enjoyed this beautiful home where they celebrated a 50th wedding anniversary and met many old
friends for a last time. They attended the United Church.
Spara was active in the town and loved taking his grandchildren for outings.

Franklin Home 1918

Spara and Bertha Ward
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The six children were: Victoria, Jean, Elwood, Irene,
Norma and Gloria. Victoria and Jean married the neighbor
boys, Clarence and Roy Orr. Elwood, for a time, was an
Alberta cowboy, left the home farm to reside in Minnedosa
and then Ottawa. Irene Warkentin lives in Winnipeg, Norma
Riddick in Rivers and Gloria Thomas in Neepawa.

181 Hamilton Street, Retirement Home

Back Row: Irene, Jean, Elwood, Victoria
Front Row: Gloria and Norma Ward at the farm
Spara was Grand Master of the Orange Lodge branch
of Springhill, chairman of the Coldstream School board,
gifted in doctoring ill animals in his area, a Path Master
for the roads and the bridges and a hunter who hung an
elk’s head trophy in the large front hall of the house. In
1958, he was the oldest active curler in Manitoba at the
age of 90 years.

50th Anniversary, December 1957
Bertha de Groat came west from Ontario, also from
Strathroy, to visit family here. At home, she was trained
and employed as a milliner. She met Spara and lived here
to the age of 97 years. Bertha was an excellent cook, seamstress and homemaker with an artistic flair, who introduced
our family to the piano.
Thanks Neepawa for the good retirement years.

WARK, ALVIN and LOLA
Alvin was born to Bert and Addie Wark in April 1935,
south of Minnedosa. He worked at Neepawa Co-op for 39
years retiring in 1997. He took his schooling at Bethany,
MB. Lola, born to Arthur and Greta Crabbe in October
1938, took her schooling in Neepawa and worked at East
View Lodge until retiring in 1997. We were married in
August 1956. We have four children: Larry, Laurie, Kirk
and Neil.
Larry was born in Neepawa March 1957. His schooling was taken in Neepawa. He married Diane Roosen
of Minnedosa in 1980 and they live in Brandon. Larry
works for Minnedosa Heritage Co-op as Agro Manager
and Diane works for Brandon Regional Library. They have
two children: Landon and Morghan. Landon was born

1959
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wanted a nice place to raise a family. We really like seeing
the mountains in the distance and are enjoying the pace of
life in Neepawa and area.
I come from the St. Francois Xavier, MB area. I grew
up on the family farm. Currently I am employed at Bayes
Equipment as I am a licensed mechanic.
Magaretha comes from Glenella where her family had
a farm and a business. Her maiden name was Thiessen.
Currently she is employed at Prairie Season’s Bakery and
is looking forward to someday being a mother.

in Neepawa October 1982. His schooling was taken in
Forrest, MB. He attends the University of Manitoba and
works in the Health Science Hospital. Morghan was born
in Brandon May 1986. She took her schooling in Forrest.
She is taking a Personal Care Aide course and is working
at the Personal Care Home in Minnedosa.
Laurie was born in Neepawa January 1959. Her
schooling was taken in Neepawa. She married John Brown
from Basswood, MB in January 1977. Laurie works at
Minnedosa Hospital and John works at Morris Industries in
Minnedosa. They have two children: Kerri and Johnathon.
They live at Basswood. Kerri was born in Neepawa May
1977. She works in the deli at Minnedosa Heritage Co-op.
She married Rick Reid from Minnedosa. He works for
Minnedosa Tire and they have four daughters: Kaylee
1996, Sydney 1998, Samantha 2000, and Emily 2001.
Johnathon was born in Minnedosa June 1981. He presently
works for Brett and Young Seeds, Winnipeg.
Kirk was born in Neepawa January 1963. He took his
schooling in Neepawa until Grade 9 when he was killed
in a dirt bike accident in August 1977. He is buried in
Neepawa Riverside Cemetery.
Neil was born in Neepawa January 1967 (Centennial
New Years Baby). He took his schooling at Neepawa and
is presently working for Leachman Enterprises Ltd. in
Provost, AB.

WATSON, GRAHAM and JACQUIE
Submitted by Jacquie Watson
Graham was born in Beeton, ON in 1964. He is the
youngest child of six siblings of Shirley and William
Watson (predeceased in 1970). Shirley remarried to Ken
McClelland and moved the family to Neepawa in 1972.
Graham graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute
in 1983 and moved to Winnipeg.
Jacquie was born and raised in Neepawa and is the
youngest child of five siblings of Stanley and Pauline
Prawdzik. Jacquie graduated from NACI in 1982 and
moved to Winnipeg to attend Red River Community
College in 1982 and received the Secretary Certificate
diploma in 1983.
In 1984 Graham and Jacquie were married at the
St. Dominic’s Roman Catholic Church in Neepawa. In
1990, their first child, Jesse Xavier was born and in 1994,
Katharyn Pauline arrived. Both children were delivered at
the Victoria General Hospital in Winnipeg.
The family later moved to Neepawa in 1996 after residing in Winnipeg for twelve years. The family purchased
their first residence in Neepawa at 484 Brown Avenue.
The property had a 1,200 square foot storage building
which was renovated into a retail cabinetry display showroom. In May 1996, Neepawa Country Cabinetry opened
its doors for business specializing in custom kitchen and
bath cabinetry. In 2000, the business relocated to 139 Main
Street West, Highway #16 with another local business,
Chalet Carpets and Drapes, where both remain in operation today.

WARKENTIN, DARRYL and MAGARETHA
Submitted by Darryl Warkentin

WATSON, HARRY and HAZEL
Submitted by Hazel Watson
Harry was born at Plumas, MB, on Oct. 5, 1931, to
Robert George and Dorothea Alice Pearl (Kidds) Watson.
He was the eldest child in that family. A sister, Joyce, was
born on Oct. 18, 1936. By his father’s previous marriage,
Harry enjoyed the companionship of two step sisters,
Margaret and Betty, and one step brother, Daniel.

Wedding Oct. 23, 2004
We moved into Eden April 15, 2006. We were married
Oct. 23, 2004. Prior to Eden we had lived in the Marquette,
MB area. We were both tired of driving so far to work and
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L to R: Stanley, Muriel Lindsay Taylor, Betty Buchanan,
Doreen Hildebrandt, Ardell Ford, Hazel Watson,
Katherine Huband, Ernest (Ernie) – July 8, 2003
Harry

Norma has made her career as an accounting clerk,
currently employed by Beautiful Plains School Division.
Murray followed his father’s footsteps and is now employed
at Neepawa-Gladstone Co-op.
Norma’s husband, Ron, devoted a major part of his
life as Owner/Operator of the Neepawa and District
Ambulance Service Ltd. and now in retirement, he continues on, with his “second” best endeavour, as a devoted
Town Councilor in his “hometown” Neepawa. He is very
proud of his “roots” here.
Diane has been a devoted wife to Murray, always
working at his side. She is also, among many other things,
an accomplished seamstress. She has been employed for
several years now by Beautiful Plains School Division as
an Educational Assistant.
If I was to sum up my life, I would say, that it has been
a “joy” to be a wife, mother, grandmother and friend. God
gave me the “desire” of my heart, and I am so thankful
for all the years of “love and devotion” we have shared
as a family.
Although my life has had its “ups and downs”, my
testimony would be, that “Through It All” I’ve learned to
“Trust in Jesus”, one day at a time, and “He has kept us,
in His care”.

I, Hazel was born at Riding Mountain on Sept. 22,
1936, the sixth child of Herbert and Verna Howard. I lived
there until 1951, when I moved to Neepawa.
In the fall of that same year, I met Harry, and on Apr.
17, 1953, we were married.
Harry was employed with Anglo Canadian Oils at
that time in Neepawa and I was a clerk in Martin’s Store.
Harry’s vocation in the bulk fuel business, serving this
area, extended over a span 1948-1999. Over that span of
years, he was also employed by Royalite Oils and Shell
Canada. Except for six years at Plumas, MB, he worked
out of the Neepawa Stations. Ill health forced Harry to
retire in November 1999. He was also employed from
1988-1999 as a weekend Handy Van driver, something he
dearly loved. He passed away Nov. 9, 2000.
Our first child, Norma Joyce, was born on Oct. 5,
1955, and then Murray George on Oct. 1, 1956. In 1974,
we adopted Harvey Burton, who was born Jan. 5, 1964. He
was our foster child since twenty-two months old.
Our life together, was blessed like everyone, with
“joys and tears”, but I have very “special memories” of
our 47 years together.
On July 28, 1979, our son, Murray, married Diane
Ruth Giesbrecht. They have three sons: Phillip Murray
born Nov. 17, 1982, Steven Mark born Oct. 9, 1985, and
Darren Marshall born Nov. 3, 1989. They were, and still
are the joy of our (my) lives, and have added so much to
our family. As of the writing of this history (January 2007),
Steven is engaged to be married.
Norma married Ronald Sture Forsman on Sept. 26,
1992. I have been blessed to also enjoy Ron’s children and
grandchildren, as they have allowed me to share in their
lives. Norma is very devoted to all of them.
Burton has one son, Randy Lee, born on Feb. 23, 1988.
He presently lives in Calgary, employed as a painter.

WATSON, LYLE and JUDY
Submitted by Lyle Watson
In 1976, we had the opportunity to choose Neepawa
as a place to live. It was a town that had attracted us for
many years and now our chance had come. The problem was we did not have a job. When we found that the
carwash was for sale, we decided to produce our own job.
We purchased the carwash and an old two storey house
that we proceeded to renovate. We came here in April
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WEBSTER, HARRY and EMMA

with our three daughters: Tracy (1969), Tanis (1972), and
Tricia (1973). Our son Derek was born in July 1976 at
the Neepawa Hospital. That summer Lyle’s mom and dad,
John and Bertha, decided to relocate to Neepawa as well.
We felt very blessed.
We ran the carwash for a few years during which time
Lyle took the real estate course. Along with running the
carwash, he sold real estate for Gill and Schmall Agencies,
a position that he thoroughly enjoyed. In 1981, Lyle felt
the call of auctioning and he enrolled on the School of
Auctioneering in Mason City, Iowa. We then began Watson
Acre Auction Service.
Lyle was a charter member of the Kinsmen Club of
Neepawa. The Kinsmen had a number of community projects and the one that Lyle was particularly instrumental
in was the formation and building of Kinsmen Kourts. He
also helped in the development of the Arden Drive area.
At this time, we lived on a farm on No. 5 Highway,
where we began a small market garden and kept a few head
of cattle. Our theme out there was that we were raising
kids, corn and cattle. During these years Judy did substitute
teaching at Hazel M. Kellington School and worked part
time at Hargreaves Drug Store. The children were active
in 4-H and school activities.
In 1987 Tracy graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute and circumstances prompted a move to Brandon.
Lyle took a position as manager of the swine department
at the Research Station where he was employed for ten
years. Judy worked at Lindenberg Seeds for those ten years
and our three youngest children graduated from Crocus
Plains High School. We maintained our auction business
throughout this time although in a smaller degree.
Although we lived in Brandon and then Minnedosa
for many years, our hearts were still in Neepawa. When
the right house came up for sale, we purchased it and
moved back in 2001. We ran our auction business, now
known as Lyle Watson Auction Service for five more
years. We retired the household part of it in March 2006.
Presently, Lyle does contract work with Gladstone and
Ashern Auction Marts.
Our children are spread out in different parts of
Canada. Tracy is the Communications Manager for Credit
Counseling Services in Calgary, AB; Tanis is a Recreational
Director for a senior day program in Squamish, BC; Tricia
is the manager of Connexion Truck Stop in Winnipeg and
Derek is a radio personality in Saskatoon, SK. We have five
grandchildren. They are Emma and Aaron Watson-Tully
in Manitoba and Quinn, Cooper and Kort Woycheshin in
Alberta. They all love coming to Neepawa for Festival of
the Arts, spending time at the swimming pool, going for
walks to the bird sanctuary and tobogganing at the East
View Lodge hill.

Submitted by Margery Francis
Harry and Emma were semi-retired in 1976 when they
moved back to Arden from the north. Harry eventually sold
his gravel pit business and took up small engine repairs.
He served on the town council for several years while also
keeping the town equipment running smoothly.

Emma and Harry
Emma continued with her hobbies, especially gardening, growing flowers, making quilt tops and quilting with
her daughters. She loved to bake buns and apple pies.
Auction sales were a source of entertainment for them
where they made many good friends. They loved to play
cards with friends and family. Harry went to the Crocus
Senior Club every day to play pool with the guys. Every
September they would take a trip to British Columbia
visiting friends and relatives along the way and bring back
a load of apples for family and friends.
Harry and Emma were fortunate to celebrate their
60th anniversary, remain in their own home, and to enjoy
their grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Emma passed
away in June 1997, at the age of 83. Harry remained living
alone in Arden until he passed away in February of 2001,
at the age of 87.

WEISS, MEL and MARY
Submitted by Mary Weiss
Mel was born in Emerson, MB in 1937. He was the
eldest of ten children born to Elsie and Gotleib (Johnny)
Weiss of Dominion City where he received his education.
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In 1953, he worked with a survey crew for the Manitoba
Department of Natural Resources Water Branch.
In 1962 he moved his family to Garson where he
worked for ten years. In 1972 the family came to Neepawa
where Mel continued with the Water Resources Branch
until 1991. He then took a position with Whitemud
Watershed for a couple of years before joining Hugh
Monroe Construction. He retired in 2004 suffering ill
health until he passed away in 2006.
Mel married Mary Illek in 1958. She was the youngest
daughter of Elizabeth and Joe Illek of Sprague, MB. They
have two children: Tammy born in 1960 and Todd, born
in 1961. They both received their education in Garson,
Tyndall and Neepawa.

Patrick and Tammy (Weiss) Cannon and daughters Beth
and Abby
Front: Josie with pet Carl (circa 2001)

Mary and Mel with children Todd and Tammy
Tammy went on to become a registered nurse at St.
Boniface Hospital. After graduating in 1980, she worked
there for two years. She then left for England, graduating
with a degree in Midwifery. In 1984 Tammy and Patrick
Cannon, a lawyer, were married in England. They have
three daughters: Beth, born in 1987, Josie born in 1990
and Abby born in 1996. Tammy retired from nursing when
Abby was born. The family lives in a beautiful 300 yearold home, which had originally served as a Church of
England rectory in Carlby. The Cannon’s have recently
purchased a home in London, which will be more convenient for Pat’s practice, and the girl’s education. Tammy
has made numerous lengthy visits to Neepawa throughout
the years.

Mary and Mel Weiss and son Todd, 1984
Todd received his Bachelor of Arts from the University
of Winnipeg. He also attended Confederation College
in Thunder Bay, ON taking a two-year course in Film
Production. He then worked for a time with Heirloom
Portraits, until he was hired with Farm Business Consultants
for about ten years. Todd is currently on staff with the
Federal Department of Agriculture located in Winnipeg
where he and his partner Barb Banting make their home.
Barb works with Home Care.
Mary worked for Harris Pharmacy for 17 years, retiring
in 1993. Before coming to Neepawa, she had volunteered
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(both Chartered Accountants) married in 2001, worked
for awhile in Bratislava, Slovakia, and now are living in
Winnipeg. They have two children: Leif, almost 4, Quinn
2 years and a third expected any day.
Sean married Nancy Bremner in 2000. They live
in Vermilion, AB. Sean teaches Grade 7 and Nancy is
a speech pathologist. They have two children: Sophie 4
years, and Drew 2 years.
Colin is involved in the insurance business. He works
and lives in Winnipeg.
Mike and Ruth continue to live and enjoy retirement
in Neepawa. They are both involved in many community
activities. Travelling is a favorite pastime, and of course,
spending many happy times with the grandchildren.

as a 4-H club sewing instructor, receiving her ten-year
leadership pin. She received another ten-year leadership
pin from the 4-H club in Neepawa for leading cooking
classes. She is a member of the United Church and Unit
5 in the United Church Women.
In 2004, Mary was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease
which limits her physical activities. She still remains in
her own home on Lily Street.

WHELAN, MIKE and RUTH
Michael Whelan (born and raised in Alliston, ON) and
Ruth Hanke (born and raised in Plumas, MB) met while
teaching for the Department of National Defense in Soest,
Germany. Michael arrived in Germany after beginning his
teaching career in Toronto. Ruth had previously taught in
Gunton, Tyndall, Kenora, Flin Flon and Winnipeg. Mike
and Ruth married in 1968 in Germany. They returned to
Canada to teach in Toronto.
Shortly after Colin was born, they moved to Kincardine,
ON where Mike continued to teach. Two more children
joined the family, Sean and Shannon.

WHITE, GARTH and GAIL
Submitted by Gail White
William Garth White was born Oct. 22, 1953 to John
Alexander White and Emily Eileen Smith. He has one
brother, James Alexander (married to Nancy Bertha Tonn).
Garth graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute
in 1971, and then worked for Clark’s Autobody and Nick’s
Repair Service. On Jan. 1, 1980 Garth and Gail purchased
Nick’s Repair Service from Nick Wasyluk and are still
running the autobody shop.
Gail Ann Bold was born on Sept. 2, 1958 to Robert
Floyd Bold and Betty Anne Wicks. She has three sisters,
Cindy Lou (married to Glen Alexander Tibbett), Lori Jean
(married to Michael Stanley Levandosky) and Lynn Marie
(married to Wesley Janzen). Gail graduated from NACI
in 1976 and began working for Water Resources and the
Whitemud Watershed Conservation District full time in
August 1976. She still works part-time for the Whitemud
Watershed as well as doing the bookkeeping for their autobody business.

Back Row: Shannon and Mike
Front Row: Colin, Ruth and Sean
In 1977, the family moved to Neepawa. Mike taught in
Eden for one year and moved to Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute where he continued to teach until retirement. Ruth
taught periodically during this time. The children took
their schooling at Hazel M. Kellington and then NACI.
They were involved in many activities like hockey, basketball, golf, volleyball, soccer, track, figure skating, bowling,
piano, choir, etc.
Upon completion of their university, the children
embarked on various careers. Shannon and Rob Magnusson

Back Row: Sherrie, Carrie
Front Row: Bryan, Gail, Garth
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Creek. He died in 1887 at the age of 58. Jane lived until
1902. During this time, she helped with the delivery of
many babies in the Franklin area. Dr. Coad was the doctor
at that time.

Garth and Gail were married on May 7, 1977. They
have three children: Bryan John (July 16, 1980) and twin
girls, Carrie Ann and Sherrie Lynn (Feb. 13, 1982).
Bryan graduated from NACI in 1998. He started working in the family autobody business in 1995 and received
his apprenticeship for Motor Vehicle Body Repair Painter
from Red River Community College in 2006.
Carrie graduated from NACI in 2000. In May 2004,
she graduated from the University of Manitoba with a
Bachelor of Exercise and Sport Science as an Athletic
Therapist. Carrie is living in Winnipeg and has been working at Diamond Athletics since graduating.
Sherrie graduated from NACI in 2000. In December
2004 she graduated from the University of North Dakota
with a Bachelor of Science in Recreational Studies. She
returned to Winnipeg in 2004, and worked as a personal
trainer until moving back to Neepawa in April 2007, where
she worked as a personal trainer. On Sept. 1, 2007 she
purchased the local gym and Whitey’s Fitness Body Shop
was opened.

Joseph White
(Oct. 24, 1874-Dec. 8, 1944)

Carrie Kathleen White
(Oct. 16, 1889-1967)

WHITE, JOHN
Submitted by Donna Kolton

Joseph built a new brick home in 1909-1910, and
married Kathleen Swann in 1911 at Auburn, ON. They
have four sons: Francis, Harold, Raymond and Gerald.
Gerald died at two months.
Joseph was very active in the church and community
life as well as farming. He worked with the Sunday school
and was on the school board. He died in 1944 at the age of
70. Kathleen, a former schoolteacher and music teacher,
taught piano to many children. She was very active in
all church activities, choir, Women’s Missionary Society
(WMS), and Women’s Auxiliary. She made an album of
photographs of people of Franklin, which is now in the
Beautiful Plains Museum. She died in 1967 at the age of
85.
Francis married the former Fleda Parrott of Brookdale
in 1936. They lived on the family farm at Franklin with
their four children: Gerald, Wilma, Donalda (Donna), and
Raymond. Francis was very dedicated to his family and
community life. He was the superintendent of the Franklin
Sunday School for 40 years. He was also on the church
board, school board, and community hall and curling rink
committees. He passed away Aug. 7, 1971 at the age of
59 years.
Fleda was also very active in the Franklin community.
She worked along with Francis on the farm and on church,
curling rink, hall and hospital aide committees. In 1972 she
sold the family farm and moved to Neepawa. Fleda always
had time to help her family and friends. She continued to
do community work with the Neepawa United Church. She
enjoyed curling, bowling, and playing cards with friends.
Her home was adorned with trophies she won at sporting

John White was born in 1829 at Balnakil, Ireland,
and came to Ontario. He married Jane Kerr who was born
in 1852 at the Rocks of Ismalagh, Ireland. She and her
brother John came to Canada on a sailing ship. They were
18 weeks on the ocean.

White home, old and new. Old built in 1885-86.
New built in 1910-11
John had been a river man on the Mississippi River
before coming to Manitoba. He and his son, Joseph, came
by boxcar with machinery and livestock. His wife and other
children, Eliza Ann, Richard, Charles, William, Ernest and
Arthur came later. Wilford was born at Franklin.
They homesteaded on 1-15-17 one mile northwest of
Franklin. There they built a log house. John had been a lay
preacher of the Methodist Church in Ontario and continued this work here. He preached at Neepawa, Glenholm,
Salisbury, Arden, Osprey, Gordon, Jacksons, and Stoney
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Charles born Jan. 13, 1972; Brent Allen Adam born Jan.
8, 1974 and Neil Anthony James born Apr. 17, 1975.
Donna retired as a Laboratory Technologist; Adrian as
a Civil Technologist. David married Danielle Fullan on
July 15, 1995. They live in Winnipeg, MB and have three
children: Mackenzie Marina Frances born Apr. 15, 1999;
Tate Nicholas Chapman born June 11, 2000 and Nathalie
Elizabeth Mae born Nov. 6, 2002. David is a Forensic
Psychologist; Danielle is the Principal at St. Ignatius
School. Brent lives on an acreage near Woodlands, MB.
He is an English teacher at St. Pauls High School. Neil
lives in Winnipeg. He is a teacher at Riverview Elementary
School; he is also an accomplished artist.
Raymond married Jackoyline (Jacki) Allanson on Aug.
2, 1969. They live in Medicine Hat, AB. They have two
sons: Kerry James and Joseph (Joe) Francis Raymond. Ray
works in Defense Research and Development Canada and
Jacki works for Department of National Defense (DND)
in Human Resources. Kerry married Diane Johnson on
Dec. 2, 1995; they live in Lethbridge, AB with their two
children: Kooper James born Aug. 25, 1996 and Kathryn
Claire born Dec. 6, 1999. Joe married Tina Oosterlee on
July 24, 1999; they live in Lethbridge, AB with their two
children: Zane Dale born May 17, 2005 and Jade Aria
born Sept. 15, 2006.

events. She spent every summer at Clear Lake at her cabin,
where she enjoyed the outdoors. Fleda died on Mar. 23,
2001 at the age of 89.

Fleda (July 26, 1911-Mar. 23, 2001) and Francis
(May 24, 1912-Aug. 7, 1971)
Gerald married Gail Zaplitny of Dauphin on Jan. 11,
1964. They have two children: Suzanne Marie and Kristine
Gail. Gerry and Gail are retired and live in Dauphin, enjoying summers at Clear Lake. Gerry worked in the hardware business, and Gail was a Laboratory Technologist.
Suzanne married Grant Basiuk on July 3, 1993. They live
in Calgary, AB with their children Holly Jane born Dec.
30, 1999 and Toban Banks born Feb. 19, 2004. Suzanne
is a nurse and works with chronic pain patients, Grant
works for a promotions company. Kristine married Alan
Luke on Dec. 17, 1994. They live in Dauphin with their
children Troy Alan born Sept. 1, 1995 and Ryan Kristofer
born Apr. 11, 1997. Kristine teaches in Dauphin, Alan is a
farmer and also works as a computer technician.
Wilma married Dennis Peterson in 1963. They have
two children: Deborah (Debbie) Mae and Paul Brian.
Dennis died in 1985. On Aug. 15, 1998, Wilma married
Garnet (Garney) Kissick and they lived on his century
farm site near Miami, MB. In June 2007, they retired from
country living to an apartment in Carman, MB. Wilma
retired as a Laboratory Technologist, Garney from a gravel
business. Debbie married Tom Reimer on May 29, 1982
they live in Carman, MB and have three sons: Dale Harvey
born Apr. 25, 1985, Jason Parker born Feb. 12, 1988, and
Jordan Scott born June 13, 1992. Tom and Debbie own
and operate TR-S Truck Shop in Carman. Paul was born
Sept. 26, 1967. He lives in Carman and works as a journeyman carpenter.
Donna married Adrian Kolton on July 6, 1968. They
live in St. Andrews, MB and have three sons: David John

WHITE, JOHN (Jack) and ISABELLA
Submitted by Lyle Byram
John George (Jack) White married Isabella McIndoe
on Jan. 4, 1933. They were both born and raised in
Maryfield, SK and moved to Winnipeg where Jack took
his training at Mordue Bros. Funeral Home. They came
to Neepawa in February, 1935, when he purchased the
Simpson and Son Funeral Home after the death of S.G.
Simpson. Three funeral homes operated at this time and
took in a large area including Minnedosa, Newdale and
Erickson, as well as Neepawa. In 1940 the funeral home
moved to a new location on Mountain Avenue and a new
addition was built in 1958 that included a chapel, which
is the present funeral home.
In 1947 they purchased the Davies Funeral Home in
Carberry following the death of Floyd Davies. The business has operated in the community for over 70 years
and involved three generations of the White family. Jack
was best known for his activities in the Masonic Lodge.
He served many years as a trustee on the school board,
a member of the Board of Directors of Beautiful Plains
Agricultural Society for 25 years and handled the announcing duties on the July 1 Sports Day for many years. He was
interested in sports, and was involved in amateur hockey,
baseball and ten pin bowling. He was one of the original
shareholders who started the Neepawa Golf Club.
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Lois married Murray Christie and they reside in
Edmonton and have two sons and a daughter and two
grandsons; son Donald Christie and wife Irmi and their
sons Sasha and Benji live in Ottawa, ON; son Allan and
wife Pam live in Fremont, California and daughter Colleen
lives in Edmonton.
Douglas and his first wife Patricia Johnson (they later
divorced) had three sons: Barry and partner Tara; Brian
and partner Helen, and Vaughan and wife Cheryl and their
three children: daughter Quintana and sons Graeson and
Rhonan.
Douglas later married Dora Nikkel and they had a
daughter and a son: Kendra married to Chris Coppinger and
they have a daughter Ava and reside in Winnipeg; and son
Nathan lives in Neepawa. Dora also resides in Neepawa.
Lyle married Ray Byram and they farm in the Oberon
area. Lyle also worked in the White family funeral business as secretary for 37 years retiring in 2005. They have
two daughters and a son and eight grandchildren: Sharon
married Chris Sobchuk and they have two sons Cassidy
and Colby and reside in Brandon; Jodie married Sheldon
Rainkie and they have two daughters and a son, Brynn,
Garret and Kensi and reside in Neepawa; and Scott married
Jennifer Birch and they have two daughters and a son,
Allison, Shane and Katelyn-Rae and they farm in the
Oberon area.

Jack and Isabella White
Jack and Isabella operated the family business until
his sudden death of a heart attack at the age of 61 years on
Dec. 21, 1967. Isabella was involved in the family business
for over 50 years and passed away at the age of 88 years
on July 10, 1992.
Following his father’s death, Douglas took over the
business, until he passed away from cancer at the age of
59 years on Dec. 10, 2001.
Doug’s two oldest sons, Barry and Brian were both
licensed Funeral Directors and worked in the family business with their Dad for many years before leaving the
profession. Doug’s youngest son, Nathan, is a licensed
Funeral Director and working in the funeral business in
Neepawa.
Jack and Isabella have three children, a son and two
daughters: Lois, Doug and Lyle were born and raised in
Neepawa.

WHITEMAN, GEORGE HENRY
Submitted by Vern Gowing
George Henry Whiteman, born Jan. 8, 1898 in
Neepawa, was the son of Archibald Whiteman and Mary
Jane Sutherby. He married Grace Mary Merle Gowing.
She was born July 4, 1903, in Brandon, daughter of Walter
Edward Gowing and Mary Partridge. (See Walter Gowing).
George and Grace are buried in Riverside Cemetery,
Neepawa.
George served with the 226 Overseas Battalion
of the Canadian Expeditionary Force in World War I.
George worked for the Canadian National Railway, as a
section foreman at Hallboro and Neepawa. They retired
to Neepawa. They have three sons: Lorne, Edward and
Alfred.
Lorne Earl married Betty Doe. He served overseas
with the Royal Canadian Air Force during World War II.
They have three children; Allen, Lorna and Sandy. Lorna
married Rick Beaty and their children are: Amanda, Gaetan
and Kevin.
Edward served overseas with the Royal Canadian Air
Force during World War II. He married Janette Terrace
Mainer and they raised two girls: Terrace Gaye and Jackie
Lynn. Jackie (died 2003 in Winnipeg) married Darrel
Steffensen and has one daughter Tamara.

White Family
L to R: Isabella, Doug, Lois, Lyle and Jack
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Farm equipment dealers realized that increased farm
mechanization required more adequate dealer premises
and staff. Massey-Harris owned two buildings in Neepawa,
both built in the early 1900s and used by successive M-H
dealers. The buildings, while sound, were old and inadequate when the Whitmore’s purchased them in 1947. After
considerable thought and planning, they rebuilt the main
office, parts room and tractor shop at 269 Hamilton Street
and subsequently the warehouse building and combine
shop on the Canadian National Railway right-of-way at
Mill Street. A lot of work and effort was involved but once
complete the premises served very satisfactorily for the
next twenty years.
Not only did the expanding mechanized farm market
require stable dealer premises, but it demanded adequate
and experienced staff. Maintaining a competent and organized staff was a top priority in the Whitmore business.
They endeavoured to arrange their operation so as to
provide year-round employment for at least a basic team,
many of whom were employed for years. They emphasized parts supply and mechanical service which their farm
customers appreciated. Also much thought was given to
having complete lines of equipment available to meet
specific farm requirements. Not only were Massey, and
subsequently Case, units featured but also such lines as
New Holland, New Idea and Gehl. They did a big business
in pumps and water well supplies and, in fact, they were
a focal point for all types of farm supplies and service
throughout the area for a full three decades.
During their years in Neepawa the Whitmore family
was much involved in community affairs. They were active
members of the United Church, Bill served on the school
board, served four terms as town councilor with Mayors
Pollock, Cleave and Ewer, and in 1953 he was elected
mayor. He held that office for three terms retiring in the
fall of 1959. Other responsibilities included the presidency
of the Chamber of Commerce, NADCO and the Manitoba
Urban Association.
The Whitmore’s and their family of five children (four
boys and one girl) made their home at 365 Fifth Avenue.
The children progressed through public and high school
and one by one graduated with Grade 12 standing. Then
leaving home, they moved on to university training in
Winnipeg and beyond. Then, for Mina and Bill, came the
decision in late 1967, that they could no longer sustain the
burden of the business and that they would terminate their
operation at the end of 1968. Plans were made accordingly
and, after much preparation, they held a mammoth auction
sale in mid-October 1968 and Wm. Whitmore, Ltd. ceased
as a business entity.
During the following winter, business details were
cleared up and in March, 1969 they sold their home and
moved to St. Norbert, a suburb on the south edge of
Winnipeg. Bill had already accepted employment there

Alfred George was awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross. He completed 31 operational sorties as a navigator in Halifax III aircraft with No. 158 Squadron. All his
sorties were to major targets in Germany. He died while
swimming at West Hawk Lake, MB.

WHITMORE, WILLIAM
By William Whitmore (pre 1983)
By Donald Whitmore (post 1983)
The Whitmore’s, Bill, Mina and infant son Neil,
arrived in Neepawa in January, 1937 to take over the
Massey-Harris dealership from Walt Matthews who
wished to retire. They moved from Toronto to Neepawa
but were really from the Saskatoon area. With a broad
experience in the farm equipment business behind them,
dating back to 1924, and having moved several times, they
were looking for a location where they could establish
some permanence. Research had indicated a good opportunity at Neepawa. They saw a good town, set in a large
and diverse trading area, servicing a strong agricultural
community. They never regretted their move, although
it took almost every dollar they could muster to relocate
from Toronto to Neepawa.
By 1937 the darkest clouds of the 1930s depression
were starting to break. Farmers were taking their first
careful and tentative steps toward mechanization and
modernization – a process that was to continue and grow
throughout the thirty-two years that the Whitmore business continued in Neepawa. Horses gave way to tractors,
combine harvesting replaced binders and threshers and
field tilling equipment changed beyond recognition.
Electricity brought light and comfort to the farm homes
and barns and hand labour was replaced by hydraulic lift.
The closing years of the 1930s era also brought rust resistant cereal grains providing another plus for the farming
economy.
Conditions changed quickly with the outbreak of war
in September, 1939. Unemployment soon became labour
scarcity. The demand for goods and services exploded
trying to meet the needs of the war effort. Food production was essential but new tractors and farm equipment,
needed for an expanding agriculture, were in extremely
short supply and a strict rationing system of distribution
was soon set up by the government. It was a time of sacrifice, improvisation and ‘make-do’.
At last, after what seemed like an eternity, the war
itself was over and by 1947-48 the armed forces personnel
were being discharged back into civilian life and things
gradually started to return to normal. Farm equipment
production increased and farmers were able to re-equip
and expand.
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Edna, and her husband, Dr. Laurence Becker, raised
their three daughters, Lisa, Andrea and Maia, in Toronto.
Edna is a radiologist teaching at the University of Toronto
and still in practice at Toronto Western Hospital. Laurence
was a Neuropathologist and Department Chief at Sick
Children’s Hospital and passed away at an early age in
2002. Daughter Lisa and her husband David Allan are both
medical doctors in Ottawa and have two sons, Tyler and
Luke, and one daughter, Claire. Andrea and husband, Jeff
Strachan, are both engineers and live in Ottawa with their
two sons, Jeremy and Derek. Daughter Maia, a business
consultant, and her fiancé, Stephen Macdonald, a professional musician, live in Toronto.
Son Robert, after working in management positions
in several locations, settled in Winnipeg where he, and
his wife Linda Garro, both worked at the University of
Manitoba for a number of years, she as a Professor and he
as a manager. They relocated to Los Angeles, California
in 1997 where Linda is Professor of Anthropology at the
University of California, Los Angeles.

as a salesman in a nearby Case dealership. He worked
through to the end of 1978 retiring then after fifty-five
years in the equipment business.
Bill and Mina remained in St. Norbert and enjoyed
many healthy and happy retirement years in their own
home. In 1996 they relocated to The Westhaven, a retirement home in St. James, and after brief periods of poor
health, both Bill and Mina passed away at the age of 90
in 1998.
Son Neil, his wife Evelyn and their son Mark lived
in Toronto where Neil was a Head Office Executive with
Sears. Neil took early retirement from Sears in 1990 and
did volunteer business consulting for a number of years.
Neil passed away in 2005. Evelyn, son Mark, his wife
Patty and their three children, Grant, Erika and Elaine,
still live in Toronto where Mark works as a management
consultant with Deloitte.
Son Don and his wife Florence raised their four children, a son David and daughters Nancy, Beth and Donna
in Winnipeg close to Mina and Bill. Don operated his own
construction business, Vector Construction Group (formerly
G.M.W. Ltd.) with head office in Winnipeg. Their storage
and overhaul facilities at the Neepawa Airport provided a
continuing link with Neepawa for many years. The airport
facility, a World War II hangar, was lost to fire in 1992
and replaced with a smaller modern service building in
1994. It was subsequently sold to Pat Baker Excavating
and Provost Signs of Neepawa. David, an engineer, and
his wife Wendy have three daughters, Ellen, Kelly and
Sarah and live in Winnipeg. David and brother-in-law,
Bob Spriggs, today own and operate Vector Construction
Group. Nancy, and her husband, Brian Hasegawa, live in
Stratford, ON. They are both medical doctors and have
three daughters, Lauren, Lindsay and Megan. Beth and
her husband, Bob Spriggs live in Winnipeg with their son,
Byron and two daughters, Ashleigh and Claire. Beth is a
molecular geneticist at a major Winnipeg hospital; Bob is
a business graduate and a co-owner of Vector Construction
Group. Donna and her husband, Eric Sutherland, are both
medical doctors; Donna a head-and-neck surgeon and Eric,
an anesthesiologist. They live in Winnipeg with their four
daughters, Katherine, Andrea, Erin and Erica.
Alex, and his wife Lonnie raised three daughters,
Arlene, Karli and Erika, in Montreal. Alex recently retired
as a professor at McGill University and Lonnie retired a
few years earlier from a teaching career in a community
college. Arlene and husband, Greg Pruner lived in Ottawa
and Toronto with their two daughters, Holly and Emily,
until 2007 and have recently taken a one-year leave in
France. Karli and her partner Jonathan reside close to
Alex and Lonnie in Montreal. Erika and her husband,
Glenn MacLean, and their daughter, Brooklyn, also live
in Montreal.

WICKETT, GEORGE and ETHEL
After more than 40 years in pharmacy, George retired
in 1995. George and Ethel moved into the Kinsmen Kourts.
They enjoyed many years of retirement, traveling and
camping. George passed away in December 2002, leaving
his wife Ethel, daughter Bette Lynn, three granddaughters
and six great grandchildren. Ethel still resides in Kinsmen
Kourts.
Their daughter Bette Lynn bought Martins Store in
1971 and operated it as Stedman’s until 1999 when she
sold to Harris Pharmacy. She and her husband, Keith
Strong, make their home at Lake Irwin, spending their
winters in the south.
(also see McElmon histories)

WIEBE, GORDON and DEBRA
Submitted by Debra Wiebe
Gordon is the third of five children born to John
and Lillian Wiebe. He was born on Nov. 6, 1962 at the
Gladstone Hospital. He grew up on a farm near Glenella,
and received his schooling in Kelwood.
Debra is the first of four children born to Jacob
and Dianne Ginter. She was born Aug. 20, 1963 at the
McCreary Hospital. In her toddler years, the family lived
in the Glenella area, and then moved to British Columbia.
In 1976, they returned to Kelwood. Debra received and
finished her education and graduated from Kelwood High
School.
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Son, Ken became a geologist while playing hockey
for the University of North Dakota. He worked for British
Petroleum before retiring in Calgary. Ken and his wife,
Elsie, have five children, 14 grandchildren, and 13 great
grandchildren.
Daughter, Wylna is now retired from Northrop Aircraft
and lives in Los Angeles, California near her daughter,
Sheree and grandson, Sean. Her son, Terry and wife
Jocelyn, have three children and live in Regina.
Son, Murray and his wife, Lynda, are retired and
living in Winnipeg near their son, Clint and wife Tallula.
Their daughter, Kimberley, is now in Edmonton. Daughter,
Christie is a nurse in Winnipeg. Christie and Ward have a
blended family of seven children.
Murray still has the family farm near Franklin where
many happy memories were made at corn roasts in August
for Grandpa’s birthdays. Murray also remembers fondly
coming back from barn dances with Larry Evans and
raiding Anne Evans fridge which was always deliciously
stocked – including her great garlic dill pickles. Murray
still uses her recipe to make his pickles today.

Gordon and Debra were married Oct. 6, 1984 at the
McCreary Gospel Church. They resided in Brandon for
a year while Gordon received his heavy-duty mechanic
ticket at Assiniboine Community College.
In the spring of 1985, they moved to Neepawa, where
both Gordon and Debra found employment. They rented
for a few years, and then purchased a home on 212 First
Avenue. In 1997, they purchased an acreage south of
Neepawa, in the RM of Langford (NE 4-14-15W).
Leanne Melissa was born Feb. 9, 1987 at the Neepawa
Hospital. She received her elementary education at
Hazel M. Kellington and graduated from Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute in 2005. After graduation, she moved
to Brandon and worked for a year. She then received her
travel counselor diploma the end of May 2007. Leanne
moved to Regina, SK where she is employed with Canadian
Automobile Association, Saskatchewan Division.
Joanne was born Nov. 20, 1988 at the Neepawa
Hospital. She also received her elementary education at
HMK and graduated from NACI in 2007. Joanne moved
to Brandon in the fall to work.

WILSON, MOSES and ELIZA
Submitted by Diane Rumbeck
The Moses Wilson family lived and farmed in the
Neepawa area, moving around from farm to farm to help
their children.
Moses Wilson (1831-1911) moved west from Renfrew
County, ON in 1889, with his wife Elizabeth “Eliza” Ann
Smith (1848-1920) and six of their seven Ontario born
children. The eldest was James Wilson (1870-1893, buried
in Minnedosa), Thomas Henry Wilson (1871-1932), Mary
Jane Wilson McVeety (1873-1956, buried in Minnedosa),
Robert Wilson (1875-? lost and perhaps never married),
Wesley Rivers Wilson (born in Cobden, 1879-1954), and
Andrew Wilson (1880-?). Their last child Cameron (born
1881?) died before the family left Ontario. Interestingly,
the George Black family also came from Cobden, ON
where the Wilson’s had lived in 1880.

WILKIE, KENNETH and FRANCES
The Wilkie family had a write up done by Wylna in
the previous history book so we will give you a short
version here.
Kenneth Daniel Wilkie and family moved from
Radville, SK. first to Minnedosa in 1934 and then to
Neepawa in 1937. He worked for Earl Murray’s Garage.
He was a good provider for his wife, Frances Mary and
children: Kenneth Grosvenor, Wylna Pearl, and Murray
Edward. Murray and Ken were avid hockey and rugby
players all through school in Neepawa, while Wylna
favoured basketball (the shortest team in the province).
Frances passed away in November of 1990 and Ken in
March of 1997. They are both buried in Minnedosa.

Robert Wilson and cousin Mildred Black, 1902
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Verification of her dates and location of her final resting place is still being researched. Many of her family grew
up in Minnedosa. (Black, Gillespie, Craig).

Mary Smith (married James Black) her son William was
killed by lightning at age 18
Martha Smith (married Hugh Gillespie, Minnedosa)
Eliza Smith (married Moses Wilson in Ontario)

Wesley Rivers Wilson, Neepawa 1901
WW I 1914-1916
In 1901, Elizabeth Smith Wilson was living in
Neepawa with sons Robert, Wesley and Andrew. Moses
was at the home of his daughter, Mary Wilson McVeety,
in Odanah.

Thomas Henry Wilson (1900)
In 1905, Thomas Henry Wilson and wife Isabella
“Bella” Grantham Wilson (1874-1905), of Gladstone, lived
in Neepawa, moving there from Odanah. Their three children were Gordon Henry Wilson (1896-1916, died World
War I), Amy Grantham Wilson Brown (1898-1944) and
Jamesina May Wilson Templeton (1901-1970). Isabella
died in 1905 and is buried in the Neepawa Cemetery. In
the household at that time, were also Thomas’s parents
and brothers Robert and Andrew.
Around this time, Etta Pearl Mastin moved from Gore
Bay, ON to work for Mr. George Frazer of the town of
Minnedosa to “serve the employer in the capacity of a

Mary Muldoon (married Thomas Smith)
In addition, Elizabeth Smith Wilson’s mother, Mary
Muldoon Smith, also lived in the area moving from household to household taking care of her extended family.
She died in 1898, while in the employ of Mr. Kitson, of
Franklin. This particular home is still standing and is lived
in by Mr. Kitson’s descendents.
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general servant and cook in the employer’s house and residence … For Twelve dollars per month … ”dated March,
1908. Eventually, she met and married Thomas Wilson,
on Apr. 11, 1910, in the town of Neepawa. How they met,
will remain a mystery. They resided on Currie Street with
Thomas’ three children from his first marriage.

Marguerite Wilson – 4 ½ months
This same year, 1911, would find Elizabeth Smith
Wilson living with her daughter Mary Wilson (McVeety)
and Elizabeth’s granddaughter Rose Wilson. Rose was
the daughter of Wesley Rivers Wilson and Rose Nimens
Wilson, who had died in 1906.
Andrew Wilson, fifth child of Moses Wilson and
Elizabeth Smith Wilson, lived in Neepawa at least until
1912. He married Ida May Denbeigh, (1895-?) on Feb.
2, 1912. Ida was the daughter of Frederick and Elizabeth
Wilson Denbeigh of Neepawa. The marriage was witnessed
by Norman Orton and Mary McCarthy both of Neepawa.
Their first child, Eva Wilson (Huska) was born in Neepawa
in 1912. Although Andrew and Ida have several more children, their birthplaces are unknown at this time. The family
settled in Dauphin.
The descendents are still around, from Minnedosa to
Dauphin, and St. James to California. The work is still in
progress and one day, hopefully, the whole story will be
complete!

Thomas and Etta Wilson
Newlyweds in Stanley Park, BC 1910
Thomas and Etta Wilson have five children, Marguerite,
Frederick, Douglas, Gordon and Isabelle. Marguerite was
the only one of the five to be born in Neepawa, and that
was on May 14, 1911. Thomas and family then moved to
St. James, MB.

Newspaper clipping – Mar. 22, 1911
Moses Wilson died on Wednesday at the home of
his daughter, Mrs. McVeety, at Franklin, and his remains
will be interred at Minnedosa today. Deceased was aged
79 years and 10 months. He located at Franklin 22 years
ago, having come direct from near Ottawa, ON. Deceased
leaves a wife, four sons and one daughter. The sons are
Robert, Thomas, Wesley and Andrew, all well known in
Neepawa, where Mrs. Wilson resides.
Aunt Sara Mastin holding Marguerite Wilson
Born May 14, 1911
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WINDUS, LIONEL and OLIVE

Kristine Mae was born in 1971 in McCreary. She
continued her education at the University of Manitoba
where she received her Bachelor of Arts before moving on
to Brandon University for a second degree in Education. In
December of 1996, she married Earl Dixon, son of Bryan
Dixon of Dunrea and Myrna Cliffard of Swan Lake. In
June of 2000, their daughter Kelly Marie was born. They
presently live in Olds, AB, where Kris is teaching at the
Middle School and Earl is working for a manufacturing
company, Maxfield.
Laura Jane was born in Neepawa in 1973, furthered
her education at the U of M earning a Bachelor of Arts
and later a Creative Communications Diploma in Public
Relations from Red River College. In June of 1998, she
married Vaughn Cabak, son of Russell and Caroline Cabak
of Alonsa. Their son, Aidan James, was born in June of
2003 and their daughter, Taryn Lane, in December of
2005. They presently live in Winnipeg where Vaughn is
employed by MTS Allstream as a Project Manager and
Laura is working as a Communications Officer for the
Victoria General Hospital Foundation.
Martin Lionel Norman, born in 1976, attended the
U of M where he completed a diploma in Agriculture.
He lives in Winnipeg with his partner, Chantal Gregoire,
daughter of Godfrey and Claudette Gregoire of Dauphin.
He is employed by Toromont CAT in Elie, where he works
as a sales consultant for agricultural equipment and products. Chantal works as an aesthetician for Jerry’s Spa in
Winnipeg.

Lionel and Olive continued to live at Shady Oak Farm
at NE 29-14-13 on Highway 16 until the fall of 1988, when
they moved into Neepawa. Though officially retired, they
remained actively involved in the farm operation. Olive
died in January of 2003, and the following year Lionel
moved into the Elks Manor in Neepawa where he still
lives today.
Their daughter, Beverly, was born in 1940 and lived in
Europe since she married Pieter van de Lustgraaf in 1967.
Beverly passed away in 2007.
Their son, Pieter John, was born in the Netherlands
in 1969. He married Christine Allain of Moncton, NB in
2002. Their daughter Olivia Paige was born in July of 2005
in Dubai, United Arab Emirates where they presently live.
Pieter is a pilot for Air Arabia.
Beverly and Pieter’s daughter, Olivia, was also born
in the Netherlands in July of 1972. She presently lives in
The Hague, Holland and is working for the government
and is active in the theatre and fine arts.
Lionel and Olive’s son, Keith, was born in 1944. In
1971, he married Darlene Shineton of McCreary who
was born in 1948. They first lived in McCreary where
Keith worked for the Turtle River School Division as the
Physical Education Coordinator. They moved to the Arden
area in 1973 when Keith joined his father on the family
farm. They lived in a house located on Highway 16 at NW
29-14-13 until 1977 before moving into a new home they
built at SW 32-14-13. In the spring of 1989, Keith and
Darlene moved with their family to the farm site and still
live there today. They retired from farming in the spring
of 2007. Both were involved in many different community
activities in Neepawa and Arden. They have three children: Kristine, Laura and Martin, who attended elementary
school in Arden and then the Neepawa Collegiate.

WINIK, HOWARD and ANDREA

L to R: Sharon, Lee, Andrea, Howard and Kevin
We are Andrea and Howard Winik, and are happy to
say we are now new citizens of Neepawa as of Mar. 15,
2007. Here is our story on how we found the “land of
plenty” — Neepawa.
Last year, Howard retired after 32 years working for the Placer Dome Campbell Gold Mines Ltd. in
Balmertown, ON. (Red Lake District) He worked in the
Mechanical Department. Howard was born in Arntfield,
QC. He worked at Madsen Mines, and Dickenson Mines

Back Row: Keith, Martin, Earl Dixon, Vaughn Cabak
Front Row: Darlene, Chantal Gregoire, Kristine Dixon
with Kelly, and Laura with Aidan and Taryn
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In 1961, he moved his family from Kirkland Lake, ON
to the Red Lake district. He worked at the Madsen Gold
Mines as well as the Campbell Gold Mines in Balmertown
until his retirement at the age of 71. They moved to Rainy
River, ON then settled in Fort Frances. Joseph passed away
in 1998. Lena now lives at the Rainy Crest Home for the
aged in Fort Frances.
Howard and I enjoyed traveling and camping with
our children. We visited family and friends in Canada and
the United States. Some summers, we spent our holidays
in New York City, California, Fort Frances, Winnipeg,
summer camps, toured the west and east coast. It was
great.
Earlier thoughts of moving never really crossed our
minds. Although we looked around Winnipeg and area, we
were just not pleased with the prices of housing and daily
news about crimes in the city etc, and so we quit shopping
for somewhere to retire. Maybe sometime, maybe in two
years or so??
In April 2006, on our way out west, we stopped by to
visit our friends, Robert and Cheryl Yakiwchuk, who at
the time were visiting his mother, Liz and brother Ralph
in Eden. Robert and Cheryl toured us around Neepawa and
showed us the sights, the services, and the landscape. We
were quite impressed. Shortly after, we did look at some
properties and in August 2006, we contacted Liz Sumner
of Gill & Schmall, and we put an offer to purchase the
house we are in.
In January 2007, our longtime friends, Bob and Cheryl
moved to the farm near Eden. Then on Mar. 15, we officially moved to Neepawa. We are truly enjoying our new
home and meeting new friends.

(now Gold Corp) before he worked for Campbell Mines.
Andrea retired as an elementary school teacher in 1997
after 33 years. That includes the year spent teaching in
Moose Factory Island, ON (near the Hudson Bay). We
have two boys: Lee Howard (36 years) is a school teacher,
married to Sharon, an Occupational Therapist. They live in
Cold Lake, AB. Kevin James (32 years) is a Manager for
the Toronto Dominion Bank-VISA Account Management
on Bay Street, in Toronto. He sure loves the city.
Andrea was born and raised in the Philippines. I
completed my Bachelor of Science in Education at the
University of the East. I left Manila in August 1966,
worked at the University of Toronto Library for less than
two months and went on to teach in Moose Factory Island
for eight months. In 1967, I started teaching in the Red
Lake District (Madsen, Balmertown, Cochenour, Red
Lake).
Howard’s father, Joseph Winik (Wynohradnyk), was
born on board the Cunard Lines as the ship was docking in
Montreal from the Ukraine in 1910. From there, his parents
took the train to Poplarfield, MB where they got sections
of land through homestead in the High Plains District. His
parents cleared most of the land. Joe was nine years old
when his father was run over by a hay wagon. His dad was
quite sick until his death six years later. Since Joe was the
oldest in the family, he left the farm to work and support
his family. At the tender age of 12, Joseph decided to leave
home to help his mother and two younger brothers. He
hopped on the freight train from Poplarfield to Winnipeg
to seek employment in the local surrounding farms. Then,
three years later, when Joe turned 15, he had to go back
home to bury his father.
He was a hard working man, some of his achievements
were: an industrious and conscientious young farm hand;
worked at bush camps as a cook; later was a boxer; worked
at the Department of Highways along the Trans-Canada;
did some work in Toronto building tunnels in the subways;
and also bought a small diner with a pool/billiard area
(situated in the back room) in Winnipeg during the depression years when five cents bought you a slice of pie and a
cup of coffee. After the hardship of running the diner, he
traveled east to small communities in the Quebec area and
worked for the local gold mines as underground miner to
becoming shift boss in several mines. When he turned 21
years of age, he legally changed his last name to simplify
the spelling, keeping it short because in those days there
was not enough room for all the letters in his last name.
In 1940, in Arntfield, QC, he met his wife, Lena
Cholette, and they were married in June, 1941. She is
French Canadian and Scottish descent. Lena and Joseph
have eight children: John Eric (Fort Frances, ON); Fay
( Fort Frances); Richard (Thunder Bay, ON), Howard
(Neepawa): Gordon (Fort Frances): Terry ( Kingston, ON),
Garry (Fort Frances) and Cheryl (Fort Frances).

IMPRESSIONS OF NEEPAWA:
Very friendly- always a nice hello
Beautiful town – love the gardens and the lilies
Riverside Cemetery – perpetual care means perpetual
care!!!!
Volunteers – lots of them everywhere
Close to bigger centres such as Brandon/Winnipeg
Very picturesque
Excellent Lily Festival/parade-lots of participation
from the community
Enjoyed the Festival of Lights (Santa Claus Parade)
Have a lot of entertainment events … WOW!!!
Local doctors join forces to have better services for
the area
Local services – groceries/banks/library/Viscount/
Roxy – all available
Quick response of trades people … amazing
Central location for easy access travel east/west/north/
south
Property taxes–very affordable with good services
(ex. garbage/recycling/water/sewer) Always professional,
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also done much traveling through United States, Canada,
Europe and Australia.
Devon John Landau chose this name as he was born
Nov. 27, 1960 at the Neepawa Hospital being baptized
at the St. Mary’s Church of Mountain Road as Nestor
John Wisnoski. He attended Eden School and after graduation from Grade 12, went to Winnipeg and worked as a
waiter at Salisbury House. He also took carpentry lessons
and photography lessons. He worked and traveled many
parts of the United States, Europe and Australia where
he also became a sculptor, antique collector, as well as
writing and making film movies. His main job was with
the Royal Bank of Canada, where he was a consultant of
financial institutional services. He had many sculptors at
the Canberra Museum of Australia. He lived a very full
life and passed away on Jan. 3, 2007.
Orest Andrew was also born in Neepawa Hospital
on Dec. 20, 1965 and baptized at St. Mary’s Church of
Mountain Road. He also attended Eden School to Grade 8.
Then he took Grade 9 in St. Vladimir’s College in Roblin
and Grade 10 in Neepawa. He attended school in Carlsbad,
New Mexico, United States and graduated Grade 12 before
moving back to Winnipeg where he worked at the Agnew
Shoe Shop for ten years. He also took training for a helicopter license and later for commercial airplane flying. He
was also a carpenter, electrical and plumbing worker and
helped with the family farm. He has an office in Brandon
as Helpful Handyman business.
Andrew passed away July 29, 1967. In later years,
Theresa met Vernie Rainka, (born Mar. 24, 1931), son of
Alex and Helen Rainka, and were married at St. Dominic’s
Church in Neepawa on June 30, 1979. Theresa continued
working on the farm (mixed farming), which they still
owned, NE 36-16-16, NW 20-17-15 and NW 31-16-15.
Vernie also worked with his parents farming and worked
with Prairie Forest Products and then worked for the
Department of Highways.

courteous reply when issues arise and action taken when
necessary.
Garbage pick up: no ravens/no dogs/bears
Feels to be a safer place to live.

WINTHROP, DON
Donald Winthrop arrived in the RM of Lansdowne
area in 2002 and purchased the acreage at the junction
of the Yellowhead and Highway #352. The hip roof barn
on the acreage was home to Trifles and Treasures for two
years. Since Don’s arrival with his two horses, Cricket
and DeSota, other stray souls have found their way to the
acreage creating a small menagerie of two and four-legged
characters.
Donald, second son of Eleanor and Alvin Winthrop
grew up in Kelwood, MB. He became a lineman for the
railways in his early life, going on to construction and
building houses in Calgary, AB. He returned to Manitoba
to work with the United Grain Growers in Kelwood and
McCreary and managed the Oakburn Elevator until its
closure in 1998.
Don was instrumental in the operations of the Arden
Organic Elevator during its operation and spent much time
lending his construction talents to the McCamis house
restoration. Don works seasonal jobs, keeping busy year
round tending the animals at the acreage and helping with
auctions.
Don has two daughters, two son-in-laws and two
grandchildren: Tracey Winthrop-Meyers (married to
Bradley Meyers) who lives in Arden and Alyson Oshust
who married Peter Oshust. Peter and Alyson have two
children, Bronwyn and Derry and live in Kelowna, BC.

WISNOSKI, ANDREW and THERESA
Andrew Wisnoski (born July 31, 1930), son of Peter
and Lena Wisnoski and Theresa Andrusiak (born Sept.
11, 1938), daughter of Onufry and Jessie Andrusiak, were
married on May 22, 1954 at the St. Mary’s Ukrainian
Church of Mountain Road. They lived and farmed on the
NE 36-16-16 and raised three children: Iris, Devon and
Orest.
Iris was born May 14, 1955 in the Neepawa Hospital
and was baptized in St. Mary’s Church, Mountain
Road. She was educated in Eden School, Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute and continued her studies after leaving Neepawa for a Licensed Practical Nurse, Registered
Nurse and then graduated as a Director of Nursing and
took her position as an Affiliate of the Lakeview Christian
Home in Carlsbad, New Mexico, United States. She has

WOHLGEMUTH, LINDEN and NORINNE
Submitted by Dean Wohlgemuth
Linden and Norinne Wohlgemuth and their family of
four children, Mervin, Sharon, Dean, and Lois, moved to
the Riding Mountain area in the spring of 1980. We came
from the Steinbach area, where we all were born. Linden
had worked in the carpentry trade for 20 years and then
took over the family farm from Norinne’s parents. Our
family spent three years in Nigeria, Africa as missionaries
from 1973 to 1976.
Dad made several trips up here looking at farms
together with Louis Barkman, Harry Friesen, and others.
When the final decision was made, it was the Bill Rowland
place that was purchased, namely NW 34-17-15 and SW
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Young School in Eden. They all enjoy hockey, quading
and being out in nature.

3-18-15. This was purchased from Cliff Reimers, who had
only had it a few years. We settled into the hog raising
business together with enjoying the beautiful countryside,
as we cultivated the fields.
Mother Norinne had many headaches and was diagnosed with brain tumors in 1983. That year she spent a lot
of time in Winnipeg at the Health Sciences Centre. She
recovered and lived nine years until the Lord took her
home on Aug. 23, 1992.
In the meanwhile Mervin, who was born in 1959, had
started his own home, having married Angela Goossen on
Oct. 31, 1982. They reside just south of the home farm and
operate Parkside Gardens and Merv’s Welding business.
They have six children.
Sharon born in 1960 spent a year teaching in Mexico
and then taught at Roblin, MB, where she met and married
Richard Isaac. They live on a farm near Moorefield, ON,
where they are raising their family of three children. Their
oldest son passed away in 2005.
Dean was born in 1963. He married Celeste Holiman
of Kansas and they are farming on the home place, having
moved into the old house and sold the start-up cabin to
folks as a retirement home. They have five children.
The youngest, Lois, born in 1967 lives in Carrot River,
SK, where she is wife and mother, having married Lewis
Friesen from there. They have four children.
After Mom was gone, Dad was very lonely for awhile.
Alice Bartel, who had moved into the area from Steinbach
a few years earlier and was teaching school, filled the
need. They were married at Birnie on Mar. 19, 1993. We
all have very much enjoyed our new mother. She has filled
a much-needed place in our family.
We also really enjoy the community here at Riding
Mountain as well as the whole Neepawa area. Much help
has come our way for which we are grateful. Many friendships have been made which we continue to treasure.

Vicki and George Aug. 2, 1994

WOLOSKI, GEORGE and VICKI
George and Vicki Woloski, settled in Eden in 1991.
George was born in Neepawa Hospital Mar. 29, 1968.
George attended J.M. Young School until Grade 9 then
went to Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute for Grades
10-12. After completing Grade 12, George went to work
at Prairie Forest Products where he is now employed and
has been for the last 20 years. George enjoyed playing
with the Big Valley Bulls playing baseball and being with
family. George met Vicki Grover while still in school and
later married her in August 1994. They lived in Eden for
15 years and have moved to a new home on the Mountain
Road Highway in October 2006. They have three boys:
Christopher born Jan. 1, 1993; Dylan born July 31, 1995
and Alex born Feb. 24, 1999. The boys all attend J.M.

Back Row L to R: Christopher, Vicki, George
Front Row: Dylan, Hilda Grover, Alex (December 2005)
We enjoy our new home; our land still needs a lot of
work establishing grass, flower beds planting trees, etc.
The land has been in the Grover family since they moved
to Canada and has been passed down through the generation previously owned by Vicki’s grandparents, Alfred and
Hildegarde Grover.
George’s mom, Ruby, was the daughter of Archie
and Lucy Bare (Buchanan). Ruby was a homemaker and
enjoyed bingo and family gatherings. She passed away in
September 1994 at the age of 49.
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Kelvin married Isabel Betencourt in Honduras in
1990 and adopted her two sons: Andrew and Frank. They
have one son, Christopher, born in 1996. They divorced
in 2006. Kelvin joined the army right after high school
and retired in 2006. He now works for an oil company in
Edmonton.
Ken married Ravin Wynters in 1994. They live and
work in Calgary. Ravin owns and runs Paradise Holidays
and Ken is a successful computer technician.
Marvin married Tanya Curtis in 1991. They lived and
worked in Winnipeg for many years. They divorced and
Marvin moved to Edmonton. He now lives with Irene
Kante and her two children: Kelly and Daniel.
Darcy married Rachel Sellers from Winnipeg in 2000.
They live in Neepawa. Darcy has worked as a cook in
Chicken Corral, Agassiz Drive-in and McDonald’s.
Harold lives in Neepawa with Kelly Reid and has two
sons, Dylan who attends school in Hazel M. Kellington
and Austin who is just a year old.
Mary still lives in Neepawa.

George’s dad William (Bill) was the son of Helen
and Mike Woloski. George’s dad worked for the RM of
Rosedale until his retirement. Bill enjoyed his work and
family together time. Bill passed away in March, 1992 at
the age of 69. Bill and Ruby’s other five kids are: Sharon,
Darlene, David, Steven and Michael.
Sharon, born July 1963, married Mike Oleschak July
17, 1982. They live and work in Winnipeg with three boys:
Ryan born Oct. 13, 1987; Kyle born Apr. 29, 1989 and
Brett born Oct. 3, 1990.
Darlene, born Sept. 27, 1969, lives in Winnipeg with
her two children: Kevin born Dec. 17, 1991 and Allyssa
born Apr. 18, 1997. Darlene and her fiancé Brad work in
Winnipeg.
David, born Nov. 1, 1970, lives and works in Winnipeg.
David’s fiancée Leanne Grover also works in Winnipeg.
Steven, born Aug. 11, 1976, lives and works in Red
Deer, AB.
Michael, born Aug. 17, 1982, lives in Red Deer, AB
with his fiancée Tracey Willerton Netzel and they both
work at Red Deer.

WOOD, KEITH and JANE
WOOD, ARNOLD and MARY
Submitted by Darlene Dyck

Keith William Wood and M. Jane Angus-Wood, along
with their three sons, moved to the Arden district in the
spring of 1993 from the Chater district. They purchased
the yard site and acreage of NE 3-16-14W from William
(Bill) and Vivian Wolaniuk.
Keith’s family were all born and raised in the Neepawa
area. His grandparents Thomas and Mary Wood, and his
parents, John and Viola Wood, farmed and raised their
families in the Cordova district. Keith’s maternal grandparents, Robert and Jane Curle, farmed, worked and raised
their families in the RMs of Odanah and Langford. His
mother was a resident of East View Lodge for a short time
until her death in 2005. His father, John, has just recently
become a resident of East View Lodge. Keith attended
Lorndale School and Minnedosa Collegiate. He worked
for several years at the Minnedosa Co-op. He also worked
at the Mohawk Ethanol plant in Minnedosa.
Jane was born in Russell and raised in Chater, MB,
daughter of Janet (McLeod) and James Angus formerly
from the Minniska and Angusville, MB districts. Angusville
was named after her grandfather. She attended Chater
School and Elton Collegiate in Forrest. She graduated
from the Registered Psychiatric Nurses program from the
Brandon Mental Health Hospital School of Nursing in
1970. She also received her Registered Nurses training
and graduated from the Brandon General Hospital School
of Nursing in 1975. She then completed her Bachelor in
General Studies from Brandon University in 1982. Jane
worked at the Brandon Mental Health Centre prior to
starting her position as Staff Development and Infection

Arnold Austin Wood, eldest son of Tom and Mary
Wood, was born in Neepawa in 1911. He was called
Harold until he was 40 years old when he found out that
he had been registered as Arnold. He attended high school
at Franklin, boarding at Tom White’s since the school was
eight miles from home. He left home in 1928, travelled
widely in Canada and worked on farms in Manitoba,
Saskatchewan and Alberta for 13 years, 10 of them at
Red Deer. He returned to Manitoba in 1941, worked on the
Andrew Craig farm for a year, and then returned home to
help his father. He bought the Grasby farm, NE 35-13-17,
and farmed it until 1952 when he purchased a larger farm at
Birtle. In 1964, at the age of 53, he married Mary Kenward,
oldest daughter of Roy and Dorothy Kenward of Birtle.
Over the next nine years, from 1965-1974, they had
six children: a daughter Darlene and five sons, Kelvin,
Ken, Marvin, Darcy and Harold. Arnold retired in 1975
and moved to Plumas where he bought a small holding and
built a new house which he sold 20 years later in 1995.
They then moved into Neepawa where they lived until his
death in 2003.
Darlene married Daryl Dyck of Arden in 1984. They
have three children: Rebecca, Jennifer and Cody. They
reside in Neepawa. Darlene works as a Health Care Aide
at East View Lodge and Daryl works for a farmer in Arden.
Rebecca lives in Minnedosa, Jennifer is in University
in Edmonton and Cody is a student at Neepawa Area
Collegiate Institute.
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John has been active in the music field, with many
weekends spent playing on his drums in the basement along
with his friends from Birnie. He and Stephanie (Wright)
are living in Minnedosa. John is working at Prairie Forest
Products in Neepawa.
Jess is also active in music and plays bass guitar along
with John and his friends. He is also working at Prairie
Forest Products and is living at home. His friend, Courtney
Collins, is presently attending the Winnipeg Technical
School in Winnipeg.
All three boys are considering furthering their education in the near future.

Control Coordinator at East View Lodge in April 1992.
She had been commuting back and forth from Chater until
their move to the Arden area. When East View Lodge and
Neepawa Hospital amalgamated under one administrator,
she worked at both facilities. Her position was seconded
in September of 2002 to the Assiniboine Regional Health
Authority Education Services Team. She remained in this
position until her retirement in March of 2007.
Keith operated a small cow-calf operation. He also
worked with his cousin, Richard Anderson (Brookdale),
doing some building repairs and construction work. Keith
and sons were active in the curling rink. Keith was also
active in the community and served on both the Lansdowne
Recreation Commission and the Lansdowne-Arden
Curling Committee. In the fall of 2003, Keith became the
ice maker/caretaker of the Arden Community Rink. He
continued with this until the spring of 2005. He also was
the grounds keeper of the Lansdowne Centennial Park
for the summers of 2004 and 2005. Jane is active in the
United Church Women’s Group and the Arden Dinner
Theater Group.
The boys all attended school in Arden starting in the
fall of 1993. James (Jamie) William Thomas started into
Grade 4. He had been enrolled in the Douglas School until
they moved. John Robert Angus had attended Kindergarten
in Douglas and started in Grade 1 in Arden. Jess Keith
McLeod enrolled in Kindergarten. They completed their
Grade 12 high school from the Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute. James graduated in 2002, John in 2005 and Jess
in 2006.

WOODS, KELLY and MICHELE (nee Goodwin)
Submitted by Marj Goodwin
Born on Sept. 6, 1968, Michele is the eldest of three
children born to Mel and Marj Goodwin. She grew up on
the RM of Langford farm and attended school in Neepawa,
where she participated in a variety of school and community activities including band, choral, major production,
piano, student council, coaching swimming, lifeguarding,
instructing swimming, teaching Sunday School and playing sports. She graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate
Institute in 1986, and then from the University of Manitoba
in 1991 with a Bachelor of Education (secondary) in
English and Geography.
Undeterred by a challenge and in search of new horizons, Michele moved from Manitoba, where there were
few teaching opportunities, to Burnaby, BC, where there
were even fewer. Her determination to prove herself paid
off: she found a job as a teacher on call in both Burnaby
and Surrey school districts. She found additional work with
Burnaby Parks and Recreation as a lifeguard, swimming
instructor and fitness instructor. Within a year and a half,
she was also teaching Geography 12 two evenings a week.
She received several temporary teaching contracts, some
involving unique settings and populations. Eventually,
she was hired to teach Grades 8-12 (English, Physical
Education and computers) at Alpha Secondary School
which she did for three years.
In 1997, Michele returned to Manitoba and to the U of
M to finish her Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and ponder
a new direction in her career. She taught in Winnipeg for a
year, while trying to find a teaching job in New Zealand,
but in her quest she stumbled upon an International Job
Fair hosted by Queens University in Kingston, ON. Much
to everyone’s surprise, including her own, she had 7 interviews and 7 job offers, one of which she accepted. Needless
to say, it was an intense 30 hours.
Michele accepted a job teaching English Literature
and World History at an American school in Manizales,
Colombia - in the coffee growing region of the country. At

Christmas 2001
James was employed by several local businesses.
He returned to school and graduated from Assiniboine
Community College with his Automotive Technician
Certificate in 2006. He and Renee (Smith) presently live
in Rivers and work in Brandon.
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only 4-5 degrees north of the equator but at an elevation of
2100m, the Manizales climate is much like Vancouver’s in
the summer. That, and the incredibly warm and welcoming
Colombian people she encountered, made her feel right
at home, despite the language barrier. After four years in
Manizales, ready to “shake things up” again but not yet
ready to leave the country, she moved on to a similar type
of school in a very different setting and geographic region
of Colombia: a mining camp in the desert near the north
east corner of Colombia, at the largest open pit coal mine
in the world! Both schools were set up much like French
immersion schools in Canada but, of course, the language
of instruction was primarily English.
During the summer of 2004, Michele began her
MAEAD (Masters in Educational Administration) through
Michigan State University’s overseas program, which
meant spending two consecutive Julys in the south of
France. (Not nearly as exciting as it sounds!) The few
days she was able to spend in Nice as a “tourist” she spent
walking along the beach, shoe shopping and eating gelato.
She claims to have been too “brain dead” to even seek out
a museum or art gallery! For Michele, sharing experiences
with other teachers who were also teaching at international
schools around the world was as valuable as the content
covered in class.
After six years of living in Colombia, Michele
FINALLY returned home on July 1, 2005 with two
Colombian cats, and able to speak passable Spanish, but
with an aversion to anything cold other than a beverage. As
much as she had enjoyed teaching English and Literature
(in both BC and Colombia), she knew she was “done” with
teaching English. In a much deserved year off to re-evaluate her professional goals, reconnect with her family and
roots, and decide upon her next adventure, she met her
soul mate and now husband, Kelly Woods.

Michele and Kelly were married on Jan. 27, 2007, at
a small outdoor service in Fish Creek Provincial Park in
Calgary. Although a Chinook had considerably reduced
their chosen snow bank to a small shiny pile of snow crystals in the matter of two days, the ice on the river sparkled
under the sunny prairie sky and the weather was a very
pleasant -4 C with no wind.
After a long wait on paperwork, during which Michele
worked as a substitute in Beautiful Plains School Division
and Turtle River School Division, she is finally living with
her husband in Spokane, Washington. (And Mom is happy
- at least she is on this continent.)

WOODS, SHAWN and MOIRA (nee Ishenberg)
Submitted by Moira Woods
Shawn and I and our three children, Keely (Jan. 9,
1987), Britton (July 23, 1989) and Gabrielle (Feb. 13,
1994) moved to Neepawa from Swift Current, SK, (where
Shawn was born and raised) at the end of June in 1997.
Shawn had moved in the spring of that year to work as
the pro at the Neepawa Golf and Country Club and has
worked there ever since.

Front Row L to R: Britton Woods, Marion Ishenberg
(gramma)
Back Row: Moira, Gabrielle, Keely and Shawn.
We now live on an acreage just west of town in the RM
of Langford overlooking prairies, businesses and houses.
When I was growing up in this area, the scenery was only
an open field on the north side of Highway #16.
Gabrielle (Gaby) is now in Grade 8, Britton is in her
first year at Brandon University taking her Bachelor of
Science, and Keely is in her third year at BU, working
towards being a teacher along with her Bachelor of Arts.
I am the resource teacher at Hazel M. Kellington
School.

Kelly and Michele
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the Manitoba Government from 1991-2005. Stephen and
Lori Park, from Carman were married Mar. 11, 1995. Lori
graduated as a Registered Nurse in 1992. They resided in
Brandon, Rivers, Minnedosa and Portage la Prairie. Lori
was the Home Care Nurse Coordinator in Neepawa from
1998-1999. In 2005, the family moved to Calgary, AB
where Stephen is employed as a Transportation Engineer
with AMEC, an engineering firm. Lori is working as a
Registered Nurse Coordinator with Transitions Services.
They have three children: Chelsea born in 1998; Owen in
1999 and Erik in 2002.
Laura Lynne was born in 1972, in Winnipeg. She graduated with a Human Ecology degree, Family Studies, at the
U of M in 1995. She was employed as an Early Childhood
Educator for seven years in Winnipeg. Laura married Ian
Roseman July 22, 2000. Ian is a Chartered Accountant with
Lafarge, a concrete construction company. They resided in
Winnipeg until 2005, when they moved to Calgary. They
have one daughter, Brooke, born in 2003.
Berg and Marg enjoy curling, golfing, gardening, playing bridge, travelling and playing slowpitch baseball. They
have taken an active part in community affairs and have
worked in many organizations through the years. Berg is
presently a member of the Neepawa Rotary Club. Marg
is a member of the Inner Wheel, and on the executive of
the Lily Festival and Kaleidoscope Concerts boards. She
also delivers Meals on Wheels.
For the past ten years, Berg and Marg have been
“Winter Texans”, travelling to Magic Valley, Texas, enjoying their retirement years.

Growing up here, I was never sure I wanted to live here
forever, but I am very happy that we moved to Neepawa.
It’s a wonderful community.

WOPNFORD, BERG and MARG
Submitted by Marg Wopnford
Berg was born in Arborg, MB, son of Sigurdur and
Helga Wopnford. He grew up on a farm near Arborg.
He received his Civil Engineering Degree at Ryerson
University and the University of North Dakota, Grand
Forks, North Dakota.
Marg was born in Winnipeg, daughter of Stewart and
Norma Reid. She grew up in St. James, attending Manitoba
Teachers College, taught in Rossburn for two years, then at
River Elm School in Winnipeg for five years. She received
her Arts Degree from the University of Manitoba.
Berg and Marg were married July 2, 1966 in Winnipeg.
Berg worked as a Professional Engineer, Water Resources,
for the Manitoba Government from 1966-1996, in
Winnipeg and Neepawa. They resided in Niakwa Park
for thirteen years, moving to Neepawa in 1981. After
moving to Neepawa, Marg taught piano lessons for ten
years, and then was Welcome Wagon Representative from
1994-2006.

YAKIWCHUK, PAUL and ELIZABETH
Paul Yakiwchuk was born Nov. 9, 1917, on the family
farm in Springhill district. He was the second son of Frank
and Mary Yakiwchuk, who lived on the quarter section
now owned by Raymond Kulbacki.
Elizabeth Kasprick was born Nov.12, 1919, to Joseph
and Mary Kasprick of Polonia. The story of their lives
together begins when Elizabeth met Paul at a dance and in
1938, they married. The young couple lived on the family
farm with the senior Yakiwchuks for the first four years of
their married life. In those early years, when times were
hard, Paul left to work for approximately three years
at Beren’s River Mine in northern Manitoba. When he
returned home, he and Elizabeth were able to purchase
4-16-16, a quarter section of land, where they moved with
their young family.
The farm was owned previously by Roy Jackson, and
they paid $6,000 for it. There was a two-storey house and
barn. In the early years on their farm, Paul and Elizabeth
raised a few head of cattle and some pigs for their own
use. A fire ravaged the barn, and ended their days of rais-

Back Row L to R: Ian and Laura Roseman, Marg, Berg,
Stephen, Lori,
Front Row: Brooke Roseman, Owen, Chelsea, Erik
Berg and Marg raised two children: Stephen and
Laura.
Stephen Jon was born Dec. 28, 1968 in Winnipeg.
He received his Civil Engineering Degree at the U of M
in 1991. He was employed as a Highways Engineer with
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miles from the family farm that was previously owned by
Johnny Callum and later the Fishers.
With roots deep in the community, it definitely appears
that the Paul and Elizabeth Yakiwchuk descendents will
continue to enjoy the historic connection to the RM of
Rosedale community for many years to come.

ing livestock, and it became strictly a grain farm. A milestone for this couple was in 1967, when they built a new
home with all the modern conveniences. This home stands
on the property today and has one of the best views in
the district. They took great pride in their home and with
Elizabeth’s talent in grooming the trees, grass and flowers,
their yard won an award one year. With the boys gone from
home, working the farm was a joint venture for Paul and
Elizabeth. Paul liked to joke that one year he got his wife
a new tractor for Christmas.
Along with farming, Paul drove the school bus, beginning in the late sixties. This was a job he truly loved. He
ran a “tight ship” and is still remembered by his many
now grown up passengers as being a no-nonsense guy.
Paul’s bus was noted for being the cleanest and quietest
in the fleet, something he took great pride in. When he
eventually retired from bus driving, he also decided about
the same time to rent his land to nephew Frank Fetterly.
After enjoying many good years of retirement, Paul died
suddenly in 1999 at the age of 82. Elizabeth stayed on the
farm until November of 2006, when she moved to town to
live with son Ralph.
Ralph and Robert grew up on the farm and attended the
Clarksville School, and later Neepawa Collegiate. Upon
finishing school, both boys left the farm, with both eventually settling in Red Lake, ON. There, Ralph worked at
and eventually purchased the Red Lake Inn. Bob obtained
his Commercial Pilot’s License and began his bush flying
career with Green Airways in Red Lake. After many hours
of flying float and ski planes in the northern wilderness,
for Green’s and Ontario Central Airlines, he went into
aircraft maintenance.
Both Ralph and Bob met their future wives in Red
Lake and stayed in the area raising their families. Ralph
married Mae Gustafson in February 1966, and have two
children: Aileen (husband Dale Butterfield) and John (wife
Michele Sawa). Bob married Cheryl Duncalfe in November
1967, and also have two children: Kenneth (wife Jennifer
Stephens) and David (wife Rebecca Price). There are now
five great-grandchildren.
Over the years, Bob and Cheryl spent many vacations
at the farm. Both their boys enjoyed the many summers
with their grandparents. With farming in his blood, Bob
and Cheryl eventually purchased 5-16-16; land owned
previously by Joe Dusecina, Bob had always loved that
quarter for the spectacular panoramic view. And, it was
only one mile from his folks’ farm.
Following their retirement in 2006, Bob and Cheryl
began a new chapter in the family farm’s history, when
they moved permanently to 4-16-16 in January 2007.
Ralph too, loved “coming home” and has spent many
years helping his cousin Frank with seeding and harvest.
He also purchased a quarter section of land roughly three

YEREX, DAUNE and JOAN
Submitted by Joan Yerex
Daune and Joan married in 1956 in the Neepawa
United Church and resided in Eden, MB.
Daune worked for the RM of Rosedale doing road
construction with the cat and scraper and later on the
grader. In winter, he worked on snow removal and machinery repairs.
We moved from Eden to a farm site in the Springhill
district, 27-15-16, in the spring of 1957.
In the spring of 1959, Daune went to work for Ramsey
Bird Construction at Regina, SK. We bought a mobile home
and moved to various points in Saskatchewan following
the road construction crew.
We moved to Winnipeg for the winter of 1959-60.
In the spring, we bought a house in the Fort Rouge area
of Winnipeg. Daune continued to work in Saskatchewan
for the summer of 1960 until the road construction was
finished. He came back to Winnipeg and got a job with
a Winnipeg company doing snow removal for the winter
and continued working for that company until the spring
of 1965, when he bought his own grader. His first job was
in Neepawa with a company that was paving the streets of
the town. We moved to Neepawa for the summer, returning
to Winnipeg at Christmas time (1965). We bought a house
in the River Heights area of Winnipeg, and in the fall of
1966, we bought a bigger house in St. James.
We made another move back to Neepawa in 1972.
Daune had a chance to work with the watershed in this
area. By this time, he had added to his line of machinery.
We moved to a farm north of Neepawa (16-15-15). Living
on the farm was great, we had a few head of cattle, a
horse, a dog and cats and grew some grain as well. When
the watershed phased out, Daune went into the trucking,
hauling topsoil, sand and gravel and doing some demolition work.
In 1978, we built a new house across the No. 5 highway next to what is known as “the old highway”. We lived
there until the fall of 2005, and then we bought a house in
Neepawa and retired.
Daune was always interested in sports; he is still
playing senior ball and hockey. He was inducted into
the “Baseball Hall of Fame” in 2003, as a player, builder
and manager. He also coached the kids in baseball and
hockey.
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YEREX, ISAAC and REBECCA

Joan (nee Nicholson) was a stay-at-home mom until
the family was through school, she then worked part time
at Sears. While at home, she was kept busy with a big
garden and a huge yard to look after. She did a lot of
sewing and knitting, and volunteering. Joan plays golf and
floor shuffles, and at one time curled.
We both came from large families so there are lots
of birthdays, anniversaries and get-togethers when other
family members come to visit. We love to watch the grandchildren at their various activities and travel to the city
often to see them.
We have three children: Kimberly, Bryan and Kathy.
Kimberly was our first born in February 1957. Kim
graduated from Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. She
enjoyed playing girls’ hockey while in school and was
a willing helper with school plays and school activities.
After graduation, Kim joined the Canadian Armed Forces,
working as a medic and then as an X-Ray Technician.
While in the forces, Kim was noted for her marksman
skills on the rifle ranges. Kim retired from the forces and
is presently working with the Regional Health Authority,
Central Manitoba. Kim has one son Jason, 25 years old
and he is currently in basic training with Canadian Armed
Forces at Canadian Forces Base, Gagetown, NB.
Bryan, our second born and only son, was born in
August 1958. He also graduated from NACI. He went to
Assiniboine Community College in Brandon. Bryan was a
sports enthusiast enjoying snowmobiling, dirt biking, baseball, football and hockey. Bryan played junior hockey and
intermediate baseball. He was a pitcher with the Neepawa
Farmers when they won the provincials in 1981. Daune
was the coach. Bryan married Deborah Rainkie in 1986,
and they have two children. Carmen, born in August 1987,
has just finished her second year at University of Winnipeg,
and Mark, born in June 1990, will be in Grade 12 this fall.
They all live in south Winnipeg. Bryan works for Manitoba
Hydro, gas division.
Kathy, our youngest daughter, was born in October
1969. She attended elementary and high school in
Neepawa. During her school years, she was involved in
many sports, music and school activities. Upon graduation in 1987, she moved to Winnipeg to work and attend
University of Manitoba. She married James Campbell in
October 1991. They currently reside in south Winnipeg
with their two boys, Steven age 10 and Shayne age 6. They
are involved with various sports activities and volunteering
in their community.

Submitted by Elton Yerex
Isaac Richard Yerex was born in Minden, ON in 1870
and died in Neepawa in 1959. He was a direct descendant
of Paulus Jurians (later called Jurckx) who arrived in the
Dutch colony New Netherlands (New York) in 1642 on the
ship the “Van Houten”. Holland had opened up immigration from other countries in 1638 to their colony. Recent
listing of Yerex DNA shows that they were not genetically
part of Northern European stock, and they probably arrived
in Holland from Spain or the Middle East in the 1600s.
At the beginning of the American Revolution in
1776, Paulus’ great grandson, Isaac Jurckx, and his son
William were forced by the rebels to flee from their farm
in Northcastle, New York and seek refuge on the British
held island of Manhattan. At the close of the conflict
in 1783, Isaac and his son William came with the Van
Alstyne group of Loyalists to Adolphustown, ON, where
Isaac received a Loyalist land grant of Lots 21, 22 and 23,
second concession. Another son, John, had arrived earlier
in Kingston where he became a magistrate. Both of Isaac’s
sons, John and William, fought in the War of 1812 against
the Americans. At this time, the family took on the English
phonetical spelling of the name “Jurckx” which became
“Yourex” and “Yerex”. William married the daughter of a
Loyalist, Jemima Youmans. They settled on land around
Picton, ON which is still known as “Yerexville”.
William was commander of the Hallowell Packet Boat
which travelled between Kingston and Picton. Two of
William’s sons became the first settlers in the city of London,
ON in 1826. Another son, Isaac who was the grandfather of
Mr. Yerex took up land in Little Britain, ON. In later life, he
fought in the Fenian raids. Mr. Yerex’s father, Eleazer, broke
up new land in Minden in the 1860s. Mr. Yerex’s mother,
Eliza Ludlow, was born in Belturbet, Ireland.
Isaac worked on farms in the Sunderland district and
in lumber camps as a young man before coming west to
the Acton district in Manitoba in 1892. He worked for John
Crawford of Neepawa for a period of time. Later, he settled
in Springhill in 1894 on the SW quarter of 22-15-16 on
which he built his first home. This land was once owned by
Mr. Isaac Freed who received it as a government grant for
fighting in the North-West Rebellion. Money was scarce at
this time and Mr. Yerex contracted an almost fatal vitamin
deficiency disease from living on a diet of tea, maple syrup
and potatoes.
In 1905, he bought the SE quarter of 21-15-16 from
John Crawford. This land was originally settled by Mr.
and Mrs. Duncan Fletcher. Mr. Yerex’s brother Samuel
lived with him before leaving for the Klondike gold rush.
A sister, Mrs. Sara Jane Maguire lived on the SE quarter
of 28-15-16. A cousin, the Reverend Frank Yerex, lived
on the SE quarter of 32-15-16.
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Mr. Yerex, Mossom, Velva, Mrs. Yerex, Noble.
Front: Alfred – 1914

Yerex house 1916
Isaac returned to Ontario to marry Rebecca Anderson
who was born in Minden in 1876 and died in Neepawa
in 1955. They were married in Lindsay in 1897. Rebecca
was the daughter of Alex Anderson and Isabel Pockett. The
Pockett family came from Gloucestershire, England and
was among the earliest settlers in the Springhill district
and is given credit for naming the area. Mrs. Yerex’s sister
Alberta (Mrs. James Connell) also settled in Neepawa.
Many of the early settlers of Springhill came from Minden,
ON after the railroads opened up to the west. The area
of Minden was picturesque but the land was poor and
one could walk from one stone to the other over most of
the farms. Mrs. Yerex at first dreaded the idea of coming
west for there were many stories in circulation of how the
windy severe climate could destroy one’s complexion. She
brought all of her savings with her in gold coins that she
had earned from six years of teaching at Snowden and
Upperton Schools.
Isaac Yerex threshed grain for 50 years and he gained a
considerable reputation in that field. He was also active as
a Liberal in politics in the early days. Mrs. Yerex was interested in missionary work and was president of the Portage
la Prairie Presbyterial for a few years. Although baptized
an Anglican, she became a member of the Methodist and
later the United Church and was active in all phases of
church work. Mrs. Yerex frequently took on the duties of
midwife for friends and neighbors in the district. Mr. and
Mrs. Yerex lived all of their married life in the Springhill
district and raised four children: Mossom Melville, Noble
Ulysses, Velva Isabelle and Alfred Isaac.
Mossom Melville was born at Springhill, MB in 1899.
He died at Centralia, Washington in 1971. He trained as a
telegrapher but because of the Depression, he was unable
to find work in that line. He married Grace Brewer of
Veteran, AB and they operated a general store. About 1937,
they moved to farm in the United States. Mossom was
well known for his musical talent. He taught piano for
several years.

Noble Ulysses was born at Springhill, MB in 1900. He
married Irene Elizabeth Adamson of Kelwood, MB, a telephone operator, and they farmed the Ward homestead, SW
10-16-16, which he had purchased. In 1942, he purchased
and they moved to the A. Harris farm, W ½ 35-15-16.
Noble served on the Rosedale Council from 1937-1945,
as councillor and reeve, followed by four years as assessor. He was trustee on the Springhill School board. There
were 10 children: Sybil (Mrs. Galvin) Burton (deceased),
Franklin; Max married Lorna Pierson, Riding Mountain;
Ardyth Bouzan (deceased), Comox, BC; Erma (Mrs. Cliff)
Massing, Ponoka, AB; Daune married Joan Nicholson,
Neepawa; Norma (Mrs. Jim) Fleger (deceased), Neepawa;
Glen married Vera McLeod, Winnipeg; Mavis (Mrs. John)
Williamson (deceased), Morris, MB; Muriel MacLellan,
Winnipeg; Carol (Mrs. Ed) Carson, Winnipeg. Noble’s
wife, Irene, died in 1973 at Neepawa, where they had
moved after living in Winnipeg for 12 years. Noble died
in 1982.
Velva Isabelle was born at Springhill in 1904. After
teaching at Coldstream School and working as a trained
nurse at Winnipeg General Hospital, she married William
Norrie Hutton of Winnipeg, a Canadian Pacific Railway
conductor. They had three sons and one daughter: Robert,
Fredericton, NB; William, Winnipeg; Sheila (Mrs. Gordon)
Bradley, Winnipeg; and David, Toronto, ON. Her husband
died in 1968. Velva died in 1998.
Alfred Isaac was born at Springhill in 1907 and died
in 1996. He attended Agricultural College in Winnipeg
and married Clara Isabel Blough (deceased in 1992) of
Salisbury district. After working for the J. I. Case Company
of Winnipeg and the CPR, he took over the family farm
at Springhill where they resided. They had two children:
Alice, Brandon, MB; and Elton, Guelph, ON.
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YEREX, MAX and LORNA

The five children of the marriage were: Thomas,
Kenneth, Christopher, Grace and Laura “Joan”.
Thomas – see Tom and Judy Yerex.

Submitted by Lorna Yerex
Max Gordon Yerex, the son of Noble and Irene
(Adamson) Yerex, is the second oldest child of ten siblings.
He was born Sept. 5, 1925 at Springhill, MB.
He married Lorna Audrey (Pierson) the adopted
daughter of Tom and Effie (Poole). She was born Sept. 4,
1928. They were married in the Neepawa United Church,
Oct. 27, 1947.
Max worked at several jobs - freighted fish by cat train
at Reindeer Lake, MB, cut pulp wood at Valora, ON, was
a wiper for Canadian Pacific Railway at Winnipeg receiving 58¢ an hour, owned three bulldozers, and owned the
“Springhill General Store” in 1948. We also farmed grain
and cattle on NW 30-17-15 in the RM of Rosedale.

Four Generations 2002
Chad, Tom, Max holding Charlize
Kenneth Max was born in Neepawa Hospital Dec.
14, 1949. After completing Grade 12, and university
in Winnipeg he is a Legal Land Surveyor. He married
Karen Marie (Eng), daughter of Karsten and Agnus Eng of
Birnie. Ken and family live in Winnipeg. Karen is a homemaker. They have three daughters and one son: Katrina
Rae, born 1980, married Jamie Thoreson. Katrina works
at Safeway. Jamie is a Corporal in the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police stationed at Fort McMurray, AB; Krista
Lee, born 1982, is a homemaker. She lives in Winnipeg
with her two daughters, Imojen (5 years) and Alexandra
(2 years), and her companion Scott Doerkson, an electrician at Motor Coach in Winnipeg, with girls Bailey and
Halle; Kelly Dawn, born Oct. 4, 1984, has finished her
Grade 12 and is living in Banff, AB employed as a host
in a restaurant, with her companion Chris Knight, who is
employed at the Rimrock Hotel at Banff; Karsten Max,
born July 18, 1989,was raised in Winnipeg, is in Grade
12 and is doing odd jobs. He lives at home.
Christopher Marvin was born May 15, 1951. He had
his schooling at Eden. He was accidentally killed in July,
1966.
Grace Heather was born in Neepawa Hospital Dec.
13, 1954. She married Terje Hellebokken from Lotken,
Norway. Grace is a registered nurse at the Brandon General
Hospital. Terje is a welder at Cancade Inc. Brandon. They
have two children: Jan Ole, born 1978, and daughter Irene.
Irene and companion Doug Sanderson, have two children.
Aiden Ole, born Sept. 10, 2006 and Angela, born Dec.
9, 1993. Irene is a computer instructor and Doug works
on the oil fields. They live at Reston, MB. Jan Ole is a
student at Assiniboine Community College in Brandon
taking pipefitting.

Max and Lorna Yerex
Lorna was the mother of five children, later going
to work on road construction operating a tractor pulling
three wobblies (packing), also a DW20 compactor and a
quarter million dollar Ram-Sheeps foot (at Leduc, AB),
employed with the “B.C. Ferries” (1986 to fall of 1993)
on the “Queen of the North” (sunk in March 2006) and
“Queen of Prince Rupert”. Lorna’s nickname on the Ferry
was “Silver Bullet”. She later retired to the farm, then to
an apartment in Neepawa in 2002. Max went into East
View Lodge on Mar. 4, 2004.
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Laura “Joan” was born Dec. 10, 1958. She was married
in Valladolid, Spain on Nov. 29, 1980 to Javier Guardo
Ojeda, born July 23, 1956. Javier and Laura reside in Prince
Rupert, BC. Laura works with the Canadian Coast Guard
as a marine communications and traffic services officer.
Javier works with Rupert Wood’N Steel as a journeyman
carpenter. Their daughter Raquel was born in Spain, Oct.
1983. Raquel and her common-law spouse, Justin Kniivila,
born Sept. 15, 1982, live in Medicine Hat, AB. Raquel
works with Safeway as a cashier. Justin is employed with
Kentucky Fried Chicken.
Lorna’s nephew, John Richard Pierson (my brother
Dwight’s son) spent every summer holiday on the farm
with us, and was very close to our family. He married
Monica and they live in West St. Paul, MB. They have two
daughters: Trina born in 1992 and Melissa born in 1996.

L to R: Jamie and Katrina Thoreson, Krista, Karsten,
Kelly, Karen and Ken Yerex, Imojen
(Picture taken from Banff, September 2004)

YEREX, THOMAS and JUDY
Thomas Isaac Yerex was born in April, 1948 to Max
and Lorna Yerex. In 1973, he married Judy Colleen Carter
(parents Jim and Gina Carter, Riding Mountain). Tom
works for the RM of Rosedale as a heavy equipment operator, running the snow plow in the winter and maintaining
roads in the summer. He has been employed with them
for 30 years.
Judy works at the East View Lodge personal care home
as a housekeeping aide. Between working at the hospital
and East View Lodge, she has worked for 20 years.
Tom and Judy live in Birnie. They have two sons:
Chad and Warren.

Jan Ole, Terje, Irene, and Grace June 2000

Chad, Charla, Charlize, Courtney
In September of 1973, Chad Thomas was born. He
took his schooling in Eden and Neepawa, went to college
in Sault Ste. Marie, ON and Lethbridge, AB to become
a conservation officer with Natural Resources. He was
employed with them for nine years. He worked in different
areas of Manitoba, mainly up in northern Manitoba fighting forest fires with the Heltau crew. In 2002, he decided
he would like to become a Royal Canadian Mounted Police
officer. He was posted in Whitemouth, MB for three years.

The Yerex Clan, July 31, 1999 at Riverbend Park,
Neepawa
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YOUNG, JASON and MICHELLE

He is now stationed in Gillam, MB for four years. In 1999,
he married Charla Novak (parents Larry and Fern) of
Neepawa. They have two girls: Charlize Lorna, (born Jan.
26, 2003) and Courtney Lyn, (born Dec 12, 2004). Charla
is a school teacher and is teaching part time in Gillam.
In January, 1976, Warren Christopher was born. He
also took his education in Eden and Neepawa. He went
to the University of Manitoba and received his degree in
Criminology and Physiology. In 2000, he was accepted
into the Winnipeg Police Service. At present he is a detective in the Homicide Division in Winnipeg.

Jason was born and raised in Minnedosa, MB. He was
born in November of 1972. He is the son of Don and Linda
Young of Minnedosa. Michelle was born in Oxbow, SK in
May of 1972 and was raised in Carnduff, SK. She is the
daughter of Keith and Jean Jordan, formerly of Carnduff
and now of Neepawa.
Jason and Michelle met at Brandon University in 1990
and were married July 22, 1995 in Brandon. Michelle
studied education at BU and completed her four-year
Bachelor of Education degree in May 1994. Jason also
studied education at BU and he completed his Education
After degree in May of 1995. Michelle taught for one year
in Brandon at Betty Gibson School prior to their marriage
while Jason finished his education degree. Jason and
Michelle moved to Neepawa in August, 1995. Michelle
began teaching at Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute that
fall and Jason worked as a substitute teacher and as a figure
skating dance partner upon residing in Neepawa. Jason
then began teaching at Sprucewoods Hutterite Colony in
September, 1996. He taught there for two years and then
moved to teach at Springhill Hutterite Colony where he
taught for four years. Jason is currently the Vice-Principal
of Hazel M. Kellington School in Neepawa. Michelle
continues to teach at NACI.
On Aug. 19, 1997, Jason and Michelle became parents
to Logan Jaydon. They had their second son, Landon
Jordan, on July 15, 1999. Their third son, Brandt Colby,
was born on Jan. 22, 2003 making their family complete.
All three boys were born at the Neepawa Hospital.

L to R: Tom, Judy, Tricia, Warren
In September, 2005, Warren married Tricia Windsor
(parents Larry and Darlene) of Sanford, MB. They presently live in Winnipeg. In 2004, Tricia graduated from
the I.A. Asper School of Business at the U of M with a
Commerce degree. She is presently working as a sales
manager for A.D.P. (Automatic Data Processing).
On Jan. 26, 2008 baby boy Daxon Noble joined their
family.

Back Row: Jason and Michelle
Front Row: Logan, Brandt, Landon
Jason and Michelle and their three boys are busy in
the Neepawa community. They spend countless hours at
the Yellowhead Centre throughout the hockey season and
their summers are filled with camping trips, water sports
and golfing. Jason and Michelle feel Neepawa is a great
place to call home and a great place to raise their family.

L to R: Tom, Judy holding Charlize, Lorna, Warren,
Tricia, Charla holding Courtney, Chad. Max is in front
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ZALLUSKI, WAYNE and AMBER

ZIEROTH, DALE
Submitted by Remi Bouchard

Wayne and Amber Zalluski moved to Neepawa in
August, 1976. They purchased their first home at 425
Third Avenue in anticipation of their marriage. They were
married May 14, 1977 in the Amaranth United Church.
Wayne was born on Mar. 23, 1952 in Portage la Prairie,
MB and raised in Alonsa, MB. Amber (nee Tanner) was
born on Mar. 28, 1953 in Red Lake, ON and was raised
in Balmertown, ON.
Their first son, Kyle Wayne, was born at the Neepawa
Hospital on Saturday, Aug. 9, 1980. Their second son, Neil
Wayne, was born at the Brandon Regional Health Centre
on Saturday, July 16, 1983. That January, they purchased
and moved to their second home at 161 Hamilton Street.
Both sons attended Hazel M. Kellington School and
Neepawa Area Collegiate Institute. In 1997, Wayne and
Amber purchased and moved to their present home at 544
Third Avenue.
Kyle graduated in 1998 and that fall went onto the
Assiniboine Community College earning his diploma
in Hospitality and Tourism in 2000. He worked for one
year at the Royal Oak Inn and then went to the Brandon
University to obtain a Bachelor of Arts degree in 2003.
Kyle continued working at the Royal Oak Inn while getting
his degree and was working full time when he was hired
as an instructor at the ACC in the Hospitality and Tourism
department, where he is presently employed.
Neil was in high school when he was diagnosed with
acute lymphoblastic leukemia in April, 1999. He graduated in 2003. Neil went into ACC that fall and received
his diploma in Land and Water Management in the year
2005. That fall, Neil left Manitoba and went to Lethbridge,
AB where he will receive his Bachelor of Science degree
from the University of Lethbridge in 2008.
On Sept. 6, 2003, Kyle married Shawntel Louise Hean
at Central United Church in Brandon. Shawntel received
her Bachelor of Nursing degree from the University of
Manitoba in the spring of 2003 and is presently employed
as an Emergency Room nurse at the Brandon Health
Centre. Kyle and Shawntel were blessed with the birth of
a daughter, Emma Taylor, on Apr. 8, 2004.
Wayne was employed with the Manitoba Natural
Resources Engineering and Construction Branch and has
been employed with the Whitemud Watershed Conservation
District since 1993.
After the boys both started school, Amber volunteered at the Canadian Porphyria Foundation and later was
employed there part time. In January 1997, Amber became
the Receptionist/Secretary-Treasurer for the Neepawa and
Area Pastoral Charge. We are both presently working and
looking forward to retiring and staying in Neepawa.

The publication of Dale Zieroth’s work in two important 1970s anthologies, established him as one of the significant new voices in Canadian poetry of the decade. That
Zieroth’s poems were included Storm Warning (1971),
edited by Al Purdy, and the House of Anansi’s Mindscapes
(1971), edited by Ann Wall, says something about the
essential qualities of his work. On the one hand, he has
the casual tone and commonplace rural subject matter of
Purdy; on the other, his polished metaphors and political
concerns are more reminiscent of Dennis Lee, the Anansi
editor who was his early mentor. The storm warning,
and a glimpse at his mindscape, prepared an enthusiastic
reception for Zieroth’s first book. The anticipation of a
second book of verse almost turned to impatience before
Mid-River appeared in 1981 to secure Zieroth’s reputation as one of the richest poets in the tradition defined
by Purdy.
Zieroth, son of Alfred and Christina Rossnagel Zieroth,
was born in Neepawa, MB, the small town remembered
by many readers as Margaret Laurence’s Manawaka. He
was raised nearby, on his parent’s farm where, he recalls
in “Father,” a man had “to stand in the sun for eight/ hours
a day, to sweat through each/cold hail storm without a
word, to freeze/fingers and feet to cut wood in winter.” In
1964, he left for Winnipeg, “where the world begins,” to
study at the University of Manitoba, from which he earned
a Bachelor of Arts in 1967. After a year teaching high
school in Kelwood, he moved to Toronto in 1968 and, as
he put it in Storm Warning, “became involved in the free
school movement, part of counter-culture,” but “inside six
months he had dropped out, exhausted and dissatisfied.” In
Toronto, he first found himself able to write “objectively”
about the prairies. His first book, Clearing (1973), traces
the journey, from prairie childhood to Toronto, and then
back across the country to Invermere, BC, where he moved
in 1971. In this work, Zieroth’s main claim to attention is
his directness and simplicity. His poetry lies as much in the
astute recounting of an anecdote or personal experience as
in the nuances of language. In the first poem, “Prairie Grade
School” he describes returning to the abandoned school;
he remembers the growing up, the moments of passage:
“I was here on the day/things first changed, the day I hid
from friends/who learned to play without me, discovering/I
controlled nothing and growing afraid/for the first time of
ordinary trees …” It is difficult to quote short passages
of Zieroth; the delicately, slowly developed perception
of himself, of the meaning of the at-first insignificant, is
his aspiration. George Woodcock, an early enthusiast, has
defined Zieroth’s place among contemporary poets as the
most representative of a suddenly “identifiable school” of
modern prairie poets who “brought effectively into poetry,
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Szucki. Frank and Martha were married in Polonia in
November of 1940. Shortly after their marriage, they moved
to Neepawa, moving into a home on Fifth Avenue.

not only the great plains as a visible fact, but also the feeling of living among them.”
Yet, “Queen Street Trolley,” “Downtown,” and several
poems about his relationship with Margery Patrick, to
whom he was married in 1970, showed the limitations of
classifying Zieroth solely as a prairie poet. The journey in
Clearing ends in the Columbia Valley, between the Purcell
and Rocky Mountains, although “the mountains have not
yet entered/my dreams and become familiar as the cities/
and the old places where the land/is flat.” Zieroth lived in
Invermere until 1978, working from 1974 as a naturalist
for the National Parks.
Prairie Grade School
Even now, we enter quietly, afraid
to interrupt and wondering about the
unlocked door. Later, we would speak of
the broken water cooler, covered with dust
and the tracks of mice, of the word
scratched with a nail on the blackboard, of
the smell of damp earth and rot. We had
almost expected this. Still, no one
would mention how we were surprised not so much
by the dead meadowlark in the broken window
as by its silence………………
In this room, it is easy to remember
the broken legs, the new swear words, the
election of Louis St. Laurent. Here, we sat
in rows memorizing rules that were intended
to last for life; our teachers, young ladies
from Neepawa or bigger towns a great distance away,
always to the south. I was here on the day
things first changed, the day I hid from friends
who learned to play without me, discovering
I controlled nothing and growing afraid
for the first time of ordinary trees………
From the distance of less than a mile,
nothing seems changed. The building,
standing at a crossroads (one road
goes nowhere, another the only road
to the last farmer before the bush begins),
still colonizes the half acre of land
seven immigrant fathers and a municipal clerk
stole from the prairie. It remains,
useful only as landmark. And landmark
to none but the homecoming sons of farmers.

For most of his working career, Frank was a carpenter,
working in partnership with Ken Clyde. Many homes in
Neepawa and surrounding area were built by these two
men at a time when tools were quite basic, and the biggest
component of a new home was hard work. Frank went on
to build new homes for himself and his family on Second
Avenue and Bourke Street.
Martha was a stay-at-home mother while she and Frank
raised their family of Beverly, Leonard, and Debra. She
always managed to grow big gardens, preserving many jars
of pickles, relishes, jellies, and fruits. When the children
were grown, Martha worked for some years in the kitchen
at East View Lodge.

ZINGER, FRANK and MARTHA

Beverly married Doug Levenick and today lives in
Dryden, ON. They have two daughters, Kristine and
Jennifer.
Leonard married Genevieve (Jenny) Shirritt and today
lives in Gimli, MB. They have three sons: Warren, Daniel,
and Mark.

Submitted by Leonard Zinger
Frank was born in the Empire district in 1913, son of
Frank and Barbara (Wahoski) Zynger. Martha was born in
the Polonia district, daughter of Frank and Mary (Nykart)
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Frank was born in 1888, son of John and Frances
(Szucki) Zynger. Barbara was also born in 1888, daughter of Thomas and Frances (Mayurowska) Wahoski. They
were married in Polonia in January, 1909.
Frank and Barbara farmed in the Empire district and
raised a family of six: Bill, Frank, Steve, Adeline, Cecilia,
and Violet. Later in life, after the family had grown and
left home, they moved to Neepawa. Frank worked for the
Town of Neepawa until his retirement. While working
for the town, he was involved in an accident, where an
embankment collapsed on him during sewer and water
installations. This accident greatly affected his mobility
in later years, and he spent many hours in a rocking chair,
looking out his window. Barbara was an active woman,
spending time in her kitchen and garden. She also loved to
walk downtown and shop and did this to quite an elderly
age. After moving to Neepawa, they were members of St.
Dominic’s parish, with Barbara walking the route from
home to church many times, well into her senior years.
When they were no longer able to maintain their home,
they both became residents of the retirement units on
Bourke Street.
Frank died in 1974. Shortly after that, Barbara became
a resident of East View Lodge, and remained so until her
death in 1984.

Debra married Robert (Bob) Speiss, and today lives
in Whitehorse, YT. They have a daughter Nicole and a
son Sean.
After moving to Neepawa, Frank and Martha were
lifelong members of St. Dominic’s Roman Catholic parish.
Martha died in 1990 while they were still living in their
home on Bourke Street. Frank moved in to the retirement
units on Bourke Street, and lived there until his death in
the year 2000.

ZYNGER, FRANK and BARBARA
Submitted by Leonard Zinger
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