


OF THE TEAMWORK 
THAT PRODUCED THIS 

HISTORY BOOK. .. 

"Dauphin Valley Spans The Years" is being 
published in Manitoba's Centennial Year of 1970 
as a culmination of years of effort by many 
petJple. In the Foreword are the names of two
score persons who assisted in collecting his
torical data, stories and pictures over a period 
of some 15 years, and others have added 
contributions in the course of compiling the mat
erial found within the eleven chapters of this 
book. 

As might be expected with a local book, 
most of the people involved with helping to pro
duce our first Dauphin history have pioneer 
backgrounds in their own families. We believe 
readers will be interested to know that the final 
compiling, editing and proof-reading ... all of 
them time-consuming efforts ... were done on a 
teamwork basis too, and by four persons with 
pioneer-family backgrounds. A sentence or two 
about each of them: 

Helen F. Marsh, editor of The Dauphin Herald 
for 25 years, was persuaded by the Dauphin 
Historical Society to be responsible for com
piling and editing "Dauphin Valley Spans The 
Years." She is Dauphin-born, her parents being 
residents of this community for 50 years or 
more. Her grandparents, George and Frances 
(Chisholm) King, were both from pioneer fam
ilies of Oakville, Ontario; George King was the 
first Mayor of the Town of Dauphin, and first 
chairman of the Dauphin General Hospital. 

Emma (Wiberg) Ringstrom, former resident of 
Dauphin for 15 years of active community life, 
joined the book-team for compiling the material 
available, as well as doing research for essen
tial "links" in spanning the years of school dis
trict. municipal and organization histories. Her 
parents were pioneers of the Griffin munici
pality near Weyburn, Saskatchewan, and she 
has been a contributor to the history written 
for that area. 

Dorothy (McConeghy) O'Donnell, who assist
ed greatly with the final assembling of the book, 
also has an appreciation of Manitoba's pioneer
ing days. Her grandfather, Robert McComb, 
homesteaded in the Palestine district east of 
Gladstone in the early 1880's, and the farm is 
still in the family. 

Joan (Dixon) Fraser, another valuable mem
ber of the team, is Dauphin-born with pioneer 
connections, her grandfather being John Dun
field; and her husband Lauchlan Fraser's father 
Stewart was an early settler of the Gilbert 
Plains area. The years have been fittingly 
"spanned" with the contribution of their son Bill 
for the back of this book cover . .. a Buffalo scene 
in the setting of Lake Audy, a name frequently 
mentioned in the travel stories of Dauphin pio
neer settlers, and today the best-known home 
where the buffalo still roam in Manitoba. 

OF BEAVERS AND 
BEAVER STATUES ... 

An historic link between the pioneer days 
of the Dauphin Valley and the years that have 
since been spanned is symbolized by this 16-
foot statue of "Amisk", the personality char
acter who waves a friendly welcome to all 
visitors from his vantage point at the south 
entrance to the Town of Dauphin. 

Amisk is the Cree Indian name for Beaver, 
and this "welcome" statue was created in 
1967 as a Centennial project ... being officially 
named through a contest in the elementary 
schools. 

The Beaver was adopted as a special symbol 
for the Dauphin tourist area for two main rea
sons: first, because Beavers have always been 
plentiful in the lakes, rivers and streams of 
the Dauphin Valley, in the Riding Mountain and 
in the Duck Mountain; secondly, because the 
Town of Dauphin crest has had the Beaver 
on it since the incorporation of the Village in 
1898 and the incorporation of the Town in 
1901. 

Like so many early-day stories, the original 
idea of designing a comparatively small statue 
of a "personality" tourist symbol has nearly 
been lost in the shuff/e, but recording it here 
may store the idea for future implementation. 
The Dauphin Chamber of Commerce and the 
Dauphin Centennial Committee of 1967 hoped 
that more of these action-statues ... depicting 
the Beaver Family hunting, fishing, golfing, 
playing hockey and playing baseball, in other 
words taking part in the many recreational act
ivities for which Dauphin is widely known ... 
would be designed in future years. In this way, 
tourist visitors would be encouraged to tour in 
and around Dauphin looking for Beaver char
acters. The idea is believed to be a "first" in 
its own right. with "Amisk" the original mem
ber of the family. 

Because he looks out over the countryside 
first settled in the Dauphin Valley, there is 
good reason for nicknaming Amisk 'The Beaver 
of Skilligalee" ... readers will learn more about 
this name for the land of pioneer Scotch-broth 
soil and Irish-spud crops, as they peruse the 
pages of "Dauphin Valley Spans The Years." 
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The contribution by Belle Busch of one of her best-known paintings to 
this book adds a truly Centennial flavour to the Dauphin Historical Society's 
publication "Dauphin Valley Spans The Years". 

Mrs. A. G. Busch lives at Shellmouth, which is in the Parkland Region 
of Manitoba. She is noted for her portrayal on canvas of Prairie scenery, 
and especially for her original paintings of the Crocus which is the Floral 
Emblem of Manitoba. Her works have been presented to governmental 
personalities across Canada, and several of her oil paintings have been 
on display at Expo 70 in Japan. 
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Johnstone. 
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Foreword 

During all the time this book, "Dauphin Valley Spans The Years," was being com
piled, it was the foremost thought in our minds that we record the history of Dauphin, 
as true as possible, of the early days along with the more recent years in our history. 

A great deal of information and valuable material was taken from the files of the 
Dauphin Herald; also it should be acknowledged that, at all times, places and events 
were freely given by people who knew the past as well as the present day. It is to 
these citizens-to all who gave their many faithful hours of time and help-The Dau
phin Historical Society wish to convey a most heartfelt thankyou, as without your kind 
and generous help this history may never have been published. 

As already stated, we have tried to give as true a picture as possib!.e of the early 
days of Dauphin, not forgetting the perils and hardships the early settlers had to 
endure that made it possibl€ for us'to carry the torch on to a brighter day. 

And now let it be said, after we are gone, that we the Pioneers of Dauphin, tried 
to do our part in making a little bit of Manitoba a nicer place to live. 

Many thanks to the following persons for helping obtain material for "Dauphin 
Valley Spans The Years": 

Mrs. Ruth Fair Mrs. Elsie Durston 
Mrs. Ooney Grant Mr. Oliver McQuay 
Mrs. Bird Walker Mrs. L. D. McKillop 
Miss Emma Whitmore Mr. James S. Oliphant 
Mrs. Clem Love Mrs. Nell Sainsbury 
Mrs. Velma Dawson Mr. Harry Nicholson Jr. 
Mr. Lou Kennedy Mr. Walter Carruthers 
Mr. Arnold Zihrul Mr. John Potoski 
Mrs. Ruth Judson Mrs. O. J. Abraham 
Mr. Harley Armstrong Mrs. Mary Akers 
Miss Emma Beauchamp Mr. Barry Spencer 
Mr. Alex Oliphant Miss Evelyn Payne 
Mr. J. A. McKillop Mr. John Morgan 

Mrs. Violet Kendrick Miss Eva Ferguson 

Mrs. May Hurry Mr. Hugh Fox 

Mr. Wes Farrell 

Elgin Maynard, President, assisted by Members of The Dauphin Historical Society. 
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My Album of Familiar Faces 

by Elgin Maynard 

Yes. the folks are all away tonight 
And I am left alone. 
But solitude seems different now 
Since I have older grown. 
Sometimes I like to be alone 
And meditate a while 
When problems of great magnitude 
Before me seem to pile. 

Tonight I have some leisure time 
So thought I would relax. 
But found I still am not immune 
To loneliness attacks. 
I walk around through all the house 
And through the parlor hall. 
I glance at some old pictures there 
That hang upon the wall. 

Then many thoughts came back to me 
The while I pondered there; 
Each face that hung upon the wall 
Brought back some memory rare. 
I took the album from the stand 
And looked the pages through. 
And there alone. yet not alone. 
I spent an hour, or two. 

I thought if I had just the time. 
And had the gift. as well. 
I'd write biographies of each 
Of those I once knew so well. 
Among the pictures that I viewed. 
Of people that I knew 
Was one of special interest 
That seemed to hold my view. 

And that was a school group 
Taken at the old Fair Grounds 
In Pioneer Days of Dauphin 
Well over fifty years ago. 
There were thirty of us in the group 
Quite a number you will agree. 
I was one of the youngest; 
How quickly time doth flee. 

As I recall each merry face. 
It seemed like yesterday. 
But few there are that still remain. 
The rest have passed away. 
I must confess I shed a tear 
It made my heart feel sad; 
The Friendships formed in early youth 
Are the dearest I have had. 

And as I pondered o'er it all 
The thought impressed my mind 
How true the pictures seemed to be 
Of each and all mankind; 
For life at best is very brief. 
Years quickly pass away; 
If we would make our lives worthwhile 
Let's do it while we may. 



CHAPTER ONE 

Introduction 

Francois de la Verendrye is the first 
white man known to have gazed on the 
placid waters of Lake Dauphin, and the 
surrounding district. That was more than 
200 years ago in 1739. In loyalty to his 
King, he named the newly discovered 
lake after the heir (dauphin) to the throne 
- Lake Dauphin. 

At that time de la Verendrye started 
from Fort la Reine (now Portage la 
Prairie) and struck out in a north-west
erly direction. He is said to have built 
three forts, Fort Dauphin, Fort Bourbon 
on Cedar Lake, and Fort Paskojac on the 
site of the town of The Pas. 

For the next 150 years little is heard 
of Dauphin except that its name crops 
up occasionally in the annals of the Hud
son Bay trading company, which had a (ort 
near the mouth of the Valley River. Just 
how long this fort stood is not definitely 
known, but it appears to have been aban
doned about 1860. 

The history of the settlement of Dauphin 
starts in the early 1880's. In the spring of 
1883 one of the Nagle brothers, Metis In
dians who lived on the shores of Lake Dau
phin, stopped overnight on his way to 
Winnipeg at the Whitmore home near 
JilaqstQtle. Nagle gave such an attractive 
description of the country around the lake 
that his hearers determined to explore it. 

Thomas Whitmore organized an explor
ation party which included Frank Black
more, . George McRae, John McLaren a 
surveyor, S. T.· Wilson, John Dickie and 
others. On June 5, 1883 the convoy con
sisting of two teams of horses and two 
teams of oxen started out; they must have 
had a fairly successful trip for they were 
back again on the 18th of that month. There 

were no roads and the party was guided 
mainly by surveyor McLean. 

They first struck the lake some distance 
west of Turtle river. Following the lake 
shore they crossed the Ochre river and 
pushed on to the banks of a creek. This 
location so attracted John Edwards that 
he decided to go no further. Having a 
plow with him, he broke a small piece of 
land and planted a crop of potatoes. The 
creek is now known as Edwards creek, 
named after the planter of the first crop 
in the Dauphin district. . 

The remainder of the party continued 
up the right bank of the Vermillion river. 
At the spot later occupied by the agricult
ural fair grounds, George McRae stopped 
and planted a crop of potatoes. Frank 
Blackmore did likewise on the place later 
settled by his brother, Jack Blackmore 
(on property for many years known as the 
Company Farm). After claiming owner
ship of the land by carving their names 
on trees and setting up landmarks, the 
party of explorers returned to Gladstone. 

That fall John Edwards returned with 
his family, put up some hay and remained 
the winter. This gave him the distinction 
of being the first settler of the Dauphin 
district. 

In 1883 another party was headed for 
the Dauphin district. Neil McDonald, then 
living at Woodside. set out with his two 
sons, Duncan and Charlie in search of 
homesteads, heading with their team of 
oxen and wagon in the direction of the big 
grassy marsh north of Gladstone. The 
marsh was being drained at that time by 
the provincial government. The men en
gaged in the work told them that no home
steads were available and the land was 
fit only for ducks. 

9 



First House in Dauphin, Bar~ter's - 1896 

The McDonalds had heard of Tom Whit
more's trip to Dauphin, and set out in that 
direction, following the trail of the others 
as best they could. They reached the shores 
of Lake Dauphin, crossed the Ochre River 
and travelled up to the spot where they 
afterwards settled. This was in August 1883, 
two months after the first party had ar
rived. Having set up the usual landmarks, 
the McDonalds went back home for the 
winter; in the spring they returned - but 
it was a wet year and they found them
selves balked by muskegs and swamps. 

Having learned from the Indians that 
there was a trail over the mountain, they 
started that way, and became the first 
settlers to arrive via the mountain trail 
(having crossed the Little Saskatchewan 
at Buzza's crossing, where Joe Buzza was 
settled - later known as McLeod's cross
ing). In the fall of 1884, after the snow 
had come, the whole McDonald family 
moved in on sleighs. They were obliged to 
discard the sleighs after crossing the 
Ochre river, as there was nQ snow in the 
Dauphin area, and they had to resort to 
wagons and finish their journey on wheels. 

In February of 1885 a survey party 
was sent in to the district by the Dominion 
government - a member of this party 
being Harry B. Whitmore. Some two 
months afterwards Tom Whitmore re-

turned, and Dauphin became the perma
nent home of the Whitmore families in the 
course of that year. 

The year 1885 was the time of trouble 
with Louis Riel and his followers. The few 
settlers in Dauphin were out of touch with 
the rest of the world but noticed a marked 
change in the attitude of the Indians. They 
were on occasion i.nsolent and overbearing. 
An Indian would come to a settler's house, 
walk in and say "Me bucketty," which 
meant "I am hungry". Having eaten his 
fill he would walk on to the next house, 
arriving just as "bucketty" as ever. John 
Edwards, it is related, was once put on his 
mettle when an Indian said to him "You 
shoot deer, me shoot you". 

That year there were no known additions 
to the settlement but in 1886 many now 
familiar names began to appear: David 
and William McIntosh, Robert Ferguson, 
John Daniel, Thomas Pollon, Archie Es
plen, Sam Perry, Tom Parsons, Barkers, 
Lees, Bighams, and others. Dr. P. J. Beau
champ arrived this year, and as a Justice 
of the Peace appointed John Boyd as cons
table. 

In the following years more settlers 
trickled in, the Gillies, Hassards, McLeans, 
and others, settling between the Valley and 
Wilson rivers. 



FIRST SAWMILL 

Although most of the homes and build
ings were built of logs, lumber was still 
needed. For the first years this was sup
plied by the sturdy arms of Harry and 
William Whitmore who whip-sawed lumber 
for the school, store and several of the 
houses. They were relieved of this oner
ous task when A. J. McPherson erected a 
saw mill at the oil wells, and a short time 
after Jake Cathers built one in the Riding 
mountain, beyond Teepee creek. 

Crops were small in the first years, the 
settlers being concerned mainly with grow
ing enough for their own needs as they had 
no access to outside markets. Duncan Buch
anan, a surveyor, brought the first thresh
ing machine into the district in the fall of 
1888. To bring it here he hacked a way 
over the mountain. After threshing for 
Neil McDonald, he sold the machine to the 
Robinsons who had moved in that spring; 
for several years this was the only mach
ine in the district. The next thresher to 
arrive was in the 1890's when H. M. Chute 
brought his machine over the road from 
Neepawa. 

In the very early days the enterprising 
explorers were obliged to hack and plow 
their way unaided through bush and mus
keg. As the settlement grew, however, 
representations were made to the govern
ment of the day emphasizing the need of 
a passable road into the fertile Dauphin 
Valley. The prayer was hea~d and along 
about 1890 T. A. Burrows was commis
sioned by the provincial department of 
public works to superintend the building 
of a road over the mountain. 

This work was thoroughly done, and on 
its completion Mr. Burrows turned his at
tention to the road east to Neepawa; when 
this was finished Dauphin had two toler
able lines of communication with the out
side world. It is not to be supposed that 
these were "all weather" roads in the 
modern sense of the term, but they were a 
marked improvement on the trackless 
wastes that preceded them. 

The roads were a boon, but the biggest 
asset to the Dauphin settlement in pre
railway days was the little flour mill set 
up by James and Thomas Shaw on the 

Gartmore Village - 1896 

banks of the Valley river, in the summer 
of 1890. Once the settlers could get their 
grain ground and made into flour at home, 
they were in a measure independent for 
their daily bread, and could face the fut
ure with assurance. Besides their flour 
mill, Shaw Bros. set up a saw mill from 
which they branched out into a large lum
bering business, for many years they op
erated the biggest camps in the district. 

TWO EARLY SETTLEMENTS 

In the early years the nearest land office 
was at Minnedosa, and persons taking up 
land in the Dauphin district had to make 
their homestead entries there. In 1891 the 
department of the interior sent Robert 
Gunne to open a branch office here; it 
was open only during the summer months 
for the first two years. In 1893 it was 
made a permanent year-round office and 
Mr. Gunne moved in with his family. 

During those years there were two set
tlements. The first was Old Dauphin, 
started by David McIntosh who opened a 
store on his homestead in 1886. This formed 
a nucleus around which grew the Old 
Town, known by the nickname of "Dog 
Town". 

The second settlement, Gartmore, 
started in 1889 when the Hudson's Bay 
trading company built a store on D. A. 
McDonald's homestead. Another store was 
opened in Tom Whitmore's house by the 
Ross brothers and Wilfred Adam who had 
a trading post at Winnipegosis. Shortly 
after, Adam built a store of considerable 
size on Tom Whitmore's farm, the Hudson's 
Bay store moved to the same neighbor
hood, a stopping house was opened by 
W. R. Bayliss - and the cluster of build
ings was named Gartmore. Mrs. John 
Bryce opened a dressmaking establish-
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ment there in a building afterwards used 
by William Farrer as a schoolhouse and 
known as the "department of education". 

By 1893-94 the settlement had grown 
quite large, and longing eyes were cast 
eastward for the coming of the railway. 
Until the advent of the Mackenzie and 
Mann "Lake Manitoba Railway and Canal 
Company" there was little inducement 
to break up land and grow crops to any ex
tent. Grain grown beyond the immediate 
needs of the settlers had to be drawn 70 
to 90 miles to market - clearly not a pay
ing proposition and scarcely a situation to 
stir any great enthusiasm. Some settlers 
were thinking of pulling up stakes and 
striking out for fresh pastures, but were 
induced to hang on by the hopes raised for 
a railway. 

In 1896 work started at Gladstone on the 
railway - and on November 6 of that year 
"Dad" Risteen and W. A. Walker guided 
the first train into Dauphin. The site for 
the new town was chosen half-way between 
Gartmore and the Old Town, and the deni
zens of both villages loaded their homes 
on skids, packed their belongings, and 
moved bag and baggage to what is now 
the Town of Dauphin. The pioneer days 
had passed, and a new era had opened. 

The opening paragraphs of this Intro
duction to "Dauphin Valley Spans The 
Years" is the story published in July 1926 
in conjunction with the celebration of Dau
phin's 25th Jubilee Anniversary. It is a 
must in compiling any history of Dauphin. 

Much earlier than that excellent effort 
was a handsomely printed brochure pub
lished by the Dauphin Board of Trade. 
A copy of this brochure came to light a 
few years ago, and merits the quoting of 
several excerpts, to indicate the pride of 
the Dauphin people in what they had al
ready achieved, and their confidence in 
the future of this great agricultural 
area, commercial centre and urban hub of 
north-western Manitoba. The brochure -
entitled "Dauphin The Plentiful" - has 
this to tell the world: 

"Take the map of Manitoba and cut a 
chunk containing four thousand square 
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miles of the north-western part of the pro
vince. This territory will cover the Munici
palities of Dauphin, Gilbert Plains, Grand
view, Ochre River, Ste. Rose du Lac, Mos
sey River and The Town of Dauphin. It 
lies between and around the Riding Moun
tains and the Duck Mountains and skirts 
the shores of Lakes Manitoba and Win
nipegosis on the east and north-east. Beau
tiful Lake Dauphin also comes within 
these limits, two forest reserves are there 
and fine rivers, besides thousands of acres 
of level, rich land. 

"The Dauphin Country, so called, thus 
has all the elements of beautiful landscape 
-mountains, lakes, rivers, forests and 
plenty of land that is capable of being 
turned into productive farms, besides that 
already under cultivation. Nowhere else in 
the world does the sun look down upon a 
more beautiful, rich and smiling country 
than the Dauphin district of Manitoba. 

"In 1887 the Dominion government sent 
J. B. Tyrrell into north-western Manitoba 
to report fully on the geographical feat
ures and the possibilities of the district. 
The following is taken from that portion of 
his report referring to the Dauphin dis
trict: 'The whole land surface is more 
or less thickly timber.ed, the woods vary
ing, however, from a few scattered clumps 
of willows in the townships in the south
west, through groves of poplar severed by 
open glades in the country, to coniferous 
forest on the summit and northern and 
eastern flanks of the mountains ... Lake 
Dauphin is a shallow body of water 28 miles 
long and ten to twelve miles wide, with 
an approximate elevation above the sea of 
840 feet. Mossey river flows from its north 
end into the south-west angle of Lake Win
nipegosis. A wide and apparently flat plain 
stretches back to the foot of the Riding 
Mountain. Instead of being level, however, 

. it rises gradually and regularly, being 
generally well drained by the numerous 
small clear streams that flow through it in 
narrow, winding channels. These streams 
are skirted with rows or narrow belts of 
timber consisting of elm, oak, birch and 
cottonwood. Between these wooded belts 
the plain is dotted with groves of poplar 
and willow. The soil is a rich alluvial clay 
loam upon which abundant crops of wheat, 
oats, barley, maize, as well as all the ordi
nary garden produce grown in Eastern 



Canada and the central and eastern United 
States can be raised. On the 3rd of Aug
ust, 1887, barley was ripe and being cut, 
and the fields of wheat were quite tinged 
with yellow. On the 17th of August the 
settlers were reaping the dead-ripe wheat, 
which gave promise of a very heavy yield 
. .. This is rapidly becoming one of the 
best and surest mixed farming districts in 
Western Canada. The rich grasses and the 
pure water make it the natural home for 
stock, and the deep rich soil yields the 
very heaviest crops of cereals, roots and 
vegetables. ' 

"As it is made up today, the Dauphin 
district is the chiefest agricultural asset 
of the province of Manitoba, a province 
that is famous all over the world for pro
ducing the highest average of wheat to 
the acre and for the best wheat in the 
world, the far-famed Manitoba Number 
One Hard. 

"The soil of the Dauphin district is at 
once rich and easy to work. Classed in a 
general way, it may be called black loam 
on a gray clay subsoil. The surface soil is 
very deep ... and incomparably fertile. The 
great sea which covered this part of North 
America for ages deposited silt and sand, 
and centuries of successive seasons of veg
etable growth as luxuriant as that which 
is produced in semi-tropical countries 
piles up riches of vegetable mold that 
makes the soil today well-nigh inexhaust
ibly fertile. " The district is traversed by 
five rivers-the Vermillion, the Ochre, the 
Turtle, the Valley, and the Wilson-and 
these streams have clearly played their 
part in making this country strongly re
semble the world-famous valley of the 
Nile in formation and fertility. 

"Well-farmed land yields 45 to 50 bushels 
of wheat to the acre, and 35 bushels is a 
fair average. Oats on well-cultivated land 
go as high as 100 bushels to the acre; bar
ley yields from 40 to 60 bushels, and flax 
22 bushels. In passing, it may be remarked 
that flax seed is selling for $2.40 a bushel 
and the farmers of Manitoba have found 
this crop a heavy profit yielder. 

"Dairying is profitable in the Dauphin 
district and the industry is growing, but 
not fast enough to keep pace with the 
demand for dairy products. There is no 

herd law in the district so that cows may 
run wherever feed is good. Supplementary 
feed-such as shorts, bran, linseed meal, 
roots and the like, are easy to come at 
and cheap. A great advantage that the 
Dauphin district has over many other sec
tions for dairying is that fodder corn and 
alfalfa are raised with great success in 
all parts of the district. The nearness of 
so large a city as Winnipeg makes a 
market for all the dairy products that 
can be turned out. .. There are also enough 
creameries and cheese factories in the 
Dauphin district to make the local demand 
for milk and cream sharp and steady 
throughout the year. 

"Garden truck grows in great variety 
and makes heavy crops in the Dauphin 
district. Every sort of vegetable that can 
be grown in the north temperature zone 
thrives here and produces individual 
specimens and general crops that are not 
surpassed. Potatoes, cabbages, cauli
flower, onions, turnips, beets, peas, beans, 
sweet corn, cucumbers, watermelons, cit
rons, tomatoes are grown freely ... and the 
market for all products of this kind is 
again assured by the nearness of Winnipeg. 

"The Dauphin district is peculiarly 
adapted to mixed farming. Stock thrives 
here as it does in few places in the whole 
world. There is an abundance of native 
grass of the most nutritious kinds. The 
district is well watered and the water is of 
the pure and running kind ... hills and wood
ed bluffs make splendid shelter for cattle 
from storms and cold winds, and land 
that is covered with poplar generally car
ries heavy growth of wild peavine and 
vetch, both excellent food for cattle and 
stock of all kinds. 

"Again, the Dauphin district is famous 
for small fruits-strawberries, raspber
ries, gooseberries, currants red and black, 
blueberries, bush cranberries, saska
toons and plums are all natives of the area, 
grow wild in great quantity and crop 
heavily under cultivation. The crop of 
wild berries is so heavy that it is gathered 
in large wooden pails and shipped to mar
ket each year. Crabapples yield heavy 
crops, and experiments in growing stand
ard varieties of apples warrant the state
ment that apple orchards will be a feat
ure of Dauphin farms before long. An ex-
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perimental farm at Dauphin is one of the 
Dominion government projects, and this 
is expected to be established within a year. 

"With all of these advantages and others 
not cited, the Dauphin district has become 
one of greatest importance in Western 
Canada. No other section has more ad
vantages of location, climate, present 
development and future growth and very 
few sections of like size can match, on 
even terms, the splendid growth that the 
town and district of Dauphin have already 
made or the promise which this section 
of Manitoba holds forth to settlers for 
the investment of capital in farming, stock 
raising, industries, business, trade." 
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MESSAGE FROM YOUR REEVE 

They came from poverty-stricken Eng
lish towns, and from the hills of Scotland; 
they came from the broad central plains 
of Europe, and from the forests border
ing the Carpathian mountains. Hundreds 
of them-the English, Irish and Scots, 
the Ukrainians and the Poles- attracted 
by the promise of a new and better life in 
a newland. 

With stout hearts and strong sinews 
they braved a hundred miles of isolation 
from the settlements to the south to chal
lenge the wilderness and the elements; 
they fought fire and flood; they toiled -
all of them-men, women and children. 

Yet they were a happy lot, for the hard
ships they had to endure brought forth 
in them the finest manifestation of the 
human spirit: courage and determination, 
honesty and trust, helpfulness and gener
osity. The memoirs of the pioneers des
cribe many a heartwarming episode: a 
Scottish settler sharing the remnants 
of his food and fodder with a pre-teener 
driving a team of oxen in a sleigh train, 
over Indian trails in the depth of winter, 
a hundred miles to Neepawa for supplies
and that even though the two were separ
ated by a language barrier; or a Ukrain
ian youngster working all summer for a 
disabled English settler to be paid in 
kind- if there was a crop. 

Today, we can only contemplate with 
wonder and admiration their indomitable 
courage, their capacity for unremitting 
toil, their sterling qualities, and their 
achievements. It is their strength of 
character, their industry and their thrift 

CHAPTER TWO 

that over the decades built the foundations 
for our present-day prosperity. 

It is fitting and proper that in this year 
when we observe the Centenary of the es
tablishment of the Province of Manitoba, 
we pause to pay tribute to those wonder
ful people from whom we could learn so 
much even now: the Pioneers. 

Many of them were men and women of 
outstanding ability, who contributed to 
the growth and development of their com
munities to a degree that is difficult to 
assess. Theirs is a romantic and i!lspir
ing story. The history of neither the pro
vince nor the municipality can be chron
icled without including it. They made his
tory. 

It is the hope of this author that space 
will be found elswhere in this book to pre-. 
serve for posterity a vivid record of their 
achievements. 

John Potoski, Reeve, 
Rural Municipality of Dauphin 

THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF 
DAUPHIN 

Prior to 1898 the Dauphin district was 
unorganized territory with no local ad
ministration. It was supervised by the 
Provincial government. Although steps 
to form a municipality were taken in 1897, 
it was not until January 1, 1898 that the 
Rural Municipality of Dauphin was char
tered as such. 

The records of the first meeting of the 
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prohibits the running at large "for any 
animal" at any time of year within the 
limits of the rural municipality, with pen
alites of impoundment and payment for 
damages caused by reason of any animal 

First Council Rural 
Dauphin - 1898 

, being at large contrary to the provisions 
of the by-law. Indicative of how the con
troversial question of herd law has span
ned the years of the municipality's history 
is the fact that, since the first by-law of 
1898, succeeding by-laws have been passed 
in 1900, 1907, 1914, 1918, 1935, 1939 (a con
solidation of previous by-laws and amend-

Municipality of ments). 1953. 1957, and finally by-law No. 
2277 in 1967. 

Municipal Council list Stuart Geekie as 
reeve and four councillors, Robert C. 
McLe~d, William B. Miller, D. E. Mc
Donald, Herbert M. Chute. The secretary 
of the meeting was Dr. P. J. Beauchamp. 
William Murray was appointed Clerk, 
his position as permanent Secretary
treasurer calling for a salary of $300 a 
year and he had to provide his own office. 

The first council had many things to 
consider: it was a new country and had to 
be opened up and developed, besides need
ing health and administration rules to 
govern it. From the first by-laws which 
were passed the problems which faced 
the council can be garnered. 

Herd law, regulated by by-laws passed, 
amended, repealed and approved again 
in revised form, has been a problem 
which has bothered successive councils 
over the years. To go back to January 4, 
1898, the first by-law prohibited the run
ning of animals at large; in the early 
days many settlers went in for raising 
large herds of cattle which were some
times easier to market than grain: these 
herds roamed at will over the country
side and there were few fences to stop 
them from entering and eating the grain 
crops. 

To record that up to 1967 there have been 
11 by-law enactments "for allowing, re
straining, prohibiting and regulating 
the running at large or trespassing of an
imals" on the books of the Rural Munici
pality of Dauphin speaks for itself of the 
heated pro-and-con views of residents on 
this question. Suffice to say that the pre
sent by-law, passed September 13, 1967, 

16 

Right from the beginning of municipal 
government, imposing herd law meant 
that more fences would have to be con
structed. To prevent endless arrays of 
rickety fences, the Council passed, and 
it still stands, a by-law governing the 
type of fences (rail, wire or board) which 
can be constructed in the municipality. 

To add further to imposing the herd law, 
the council of 1898 next passed a pound 
law, which put teeth into the herd law. 
Any animals found running loose could 
be picked up and put in pound. The owner 
had to redeem them from the pound, pay 
the expenses of impoundment, and in 
many cases pay for damage they had done 
while running loose. 

By-law No. 5 divided the municipality 
into road beats. This is a phase of the 
municipal work which has since gone out 
of practice but is worthy of mention. In 
the early days of the municipality there 
were few roads, merely trails. To build 
up a system of roads it was necessary 
that everyone devote as much time as 
possible to this task. Farmers were al
lowed to build roads in their own district 
and the time put on road work was deduc
ted from taxes. The by-law setting out 
road beats was merely dividing the muni
cipality into districts so some control 
could be kept of the building that was 
done. 

In those days a resident was appointed 
to supervise the work done in each "road 
beat". He was known as a "pathmaster". 
His work was very similar to that per
formed by the councillors today, who 
supervise road construction within their 
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own ward. Large machinery and the net
work of roads has done away with the of
fice of "pathmaster" -although to them 
goes most of the credit for establishing 
the first roads. 

By the time the first council had passed 
this number of by-laws, it became evident 
it needed some money to carry out its 
work. The sum of $500 was borrowed from 
the Union Bank of Ottawa for current ex
penses. This system of borrowing money 
for current expenses while waiting for the 
taxes to be paid is still an established cus
tom with the municipality. 

The next two by-laws concerned the 
health of the populace. They outlined in no 
uncertain terms the length of time man
ure was allowed to be left near buildings, 
and, where there was a small settlement, 
stated that it had to be removed well 
away from all places of habitation. Also 
regulated was the construction and clean
ing of outhouses. 

After passing health regulations, the 
councillors decided they had to be en
forced. Dr. Ernest Bottomley was ap
pointed as the first medical health offi
cer for the Dauphin municipality, for the 
princely stipend of $25 per annum. The' 
appointing of a health officer was done 
annually for the next 40-odd years. In 
1944 the supervision of the health regu
lations, which had been added to during 
the years, was taken over by the local 
health unit and the office of health of
ficer for the municipality was dispensed 
with. 

By-laws No. 7 and No. 8 provided for 
the licensing of poolrooms, pedlars 
(known as hawkers in those days) and 
other miscellaneous busin~sses which were 
covered by a property tax. To enforce 
law and order in the district, council de
cided to hire a constable, William Stun
son. Although he received no salary, pro
vision was made for him to receive ten 
percent of all license fees he collected, 
also a percentage of fines levied against 
persons he picked up or obtained infor
mation on, who were convicted in court 
for breaking the law. 

It was July before the council got around 

to setting the property tax for the first 
year. The total assessment of the mun
icipality was $776,058 and the first levy 
amounted to $5,432 for general municipal 
and $2,328 for school purposes. 

"" "" "" 

At the time of incorporation the mun
icipality was divided into four wards
hence the four council representatives. 
The next year, the council seats were in
creased to six, with the addition of two 
more wards during the first year of oper
ation -and this representation contin
ues the same today. One-year terms 
for the reeve and councillors were the 
rule until 1910 when the present two-year 
term was introduced. 

Prior to 1898, ten school districts were al
ready in operation: Dauphin, Vermil
lion, Wilson River, Sandringham, Gart
more, Dauphin Plains, Spruce Creek, 
Listowel, Dauphin Village, Bay Centre. 
With formation of the municipality the 
authority to establish school districts 
was vested in the rural council: the first 
district to apply was Mountview School 
District No. 953. 

The Dauphin Agricultural Society was 
into its sixth year of operations by 1898; 
plans were soon to be pushed ahead to 
build the Dauphin General hospital: 
the railroad had reached Dauphin in the 
latter part of 1896 and things were hum
ming. Proceedings were well underway 
at this time toward incorporating the 
Village of Dauphin, which received its 
charter on July 11, 1898. Shortly after the 
Rural Municipality's budget had been 
set, the council was approached by the 
village and asked to issue debentures, 

Sam Leskiw's Threshing Outfit . 1920 
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Sitton Village in Early Days 

in the name of the Village of Dauphin, 
the amount of $5,OOO-the money to be 
used to buy a school site and build a school. 
The rural council did this. 

The Municipal building on Main Street 
south was completed in October 1907-
a news item noted that 1. Hafenbrak had 
the contract. stonework was put up by 
Thos. Love, brickwork by King Bros., 
staining and graining of woodwork by 
A. J. Hunt, and described the building as 
"a real credit to the community." 

PUBLIC WORKS 

Roads and bridge building proceeded 
apace, mostly with statute labor and 
building equipment consisting of 45 horse
,drawn scrapers. The early roads were 
built up in corduroy fashion, using logs, 
branches, straw and anything else that 
would help bridge the swampy spots
most of them did not last through many 
rainy periods. By 1901 a road grader was 
available and the beginning of what is 
now the Edwards Creek drainage sys
tem was well on its way. 

From the very beginning of its farm
ing development, one of the biggest diffi
culties in the Dauphin area has been flood
ing. The municipality is situated in a pos
ition that could be termed both fortunate 
and unfortunate: it lies near the lake and 
its soil was once lake bottom, therefore 
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of high fertility; but its very location 
makes it susceptible to flood conditions. 

The building and maintenance of roads, 
bridges and drainage systems presented, 
over the years, a major challenge to the 
administration. The geographic position 
of the Rural Municipality of Dauphin
lying in the valley between the Riding 
and Duck mountains, with Lake Dauphin 
to the east-places it at the terminus of 
both mountain watersheds as water drains 
across the municipality and into the lake, 
by way of numerous streams, creeks and 
rivers. 

As the municipalities to the west de
veloped their drainage systems, the ex
cess water directed toward Lake Dauphin 
overloaded the capacity of the natural 
runways, creating a constant flood threat. 
In 1901 the first drainage project centered 
on Edwards Creek was started, and by 1914 
two drainage districts had been estab
lished. 

In the 1940's, however, the drainage pro~ 
blem became acute-with one of the 
worst flood disasters in many years 
striking the district in the spring of 1947. 
Rain in Riding mountain totalled six 
inches in three days. The resultant rush 
of water from the watersheds flooded 
much of Dauphin municipality. Rivers 
and creeks overflowed their banks and in 
many places several inches of topsoil 
were completely washed away. The flood 



Kennedy's First Store in Sifton 

waters also filled Lake Dauphin until it 
spread out to cover almost 50 square miles 
of farm lands which stayed flooded all 
summer. 

Dauphin took the lead in orgamzmg the 
neighboring municipalities to make 
strong enough representation to the fed
eral government authorities that they 
decidpri to send Prairie Farmers' Re
habilitation Act engineers out to make a 
survey, not only of the flooded area, but of 
the whole area. Their report gave an out
line of necessary steps for future flood con
trol, and presented an overall plan where
by in future years much of the damage 
from floods could be prevented. 

Dauphin municipality succeeded in 
bringing sufficient pressure to bear upon 
the Federal government to initiate a pro
gram for financing the heavy costs of 
needed drainage projects: the Federal 
Eovernment contributing 50 percent, 
the Provincial government 33 and one
third percent, and the municipality 16 
and two-thirds percent of the cost of build
ing drainage systems. Under this plan a 
million-dollar program was completed 
by 1958 at a cost to the municipality of 
much less than $200,000-and has effec
tively and permanently solved the drain
age problem. It is interesting to note that 
prior to this the Federal government had 
flatly refused to accept any responsi
bility whatsoever for drainage. On this 
score Dauphin registered a notable 
"first". The province of Manitoba has now 
taken over the responsibility of all major 
drains. 

A Good Roads district was formed in 
1915, and the next year the municipality 
was brought under the Good Roads Act. 
The municipality now operates on a "pay 
as you build" plan. The staggering sums 
that were at one time paid to cover in
terest charges-and which crippled the 
municipality's economy-have been com
pletely eliminated; now the taxpayers get 
more and better roads for less money. 
Several Manioba Good Roads awards to 
the municipality in recent years attest to 
the effectiveness of this policy. 

The municipality now has 56 miles 
of Provincial Trunk Highways, 54 miles 
of Provincial Government road, 257 miles 
of gravel roads and 300 miles of dirt roads. 
A full line of up-to date building and main
tenance equipment is available to keep 
roads open the year round. Included in 
the road system are about 100 bridges 
of over 20-foot span, and about 1,000 under 
20 feet. 

One of the newest bridges built in the 
rural minicipality is the Valley River 
structure, with 24-foot roadway, and cost
ting about $75,000 (the provincial govern
ment's share being $42,350). The official 
opening in June, 1963 (with George P. 
Hassard cutting the ribbon) marked the 
final modernization of the Valley River
Sifton road. Early-day recollections on 
that occasion referred to the first wooden
piled structure financed by the provincial 
government before 1896; the Howe Truss 
bridge built in 1909-10 and rebuilt several 
times when the approaches were dama
ged in floods of 1921,1935 and 1947. 
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Cross of Freedom - erected 1967 

RIVERSIDE CEMETERY 

Nestled in a beautiful setting of the 
Dauphin Valley is Riverside cemetery, 
which holds pioneer status for the 72 
years that it has been used as a last resting 
place for Dauphin district residents. 

The property on which Riverside ceme
tery is located was set aside for ceme
tery purposes in 1898 when the rural mu
nicipality was incorporated. A by-law 
authorizing purchase of the 20 acres of 
land about half a mile south of town 
was passed April 7, 1898. The property is 
laid out by blocks, in a pattern determined 
by the roadways. 

Keld Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 

operated by a board of management in
cluding three representatives each from 
the rural and town councils; by mutual 
agreement the secretary-treasurer of 
the rural municipality served in the same 
capacity on this board, and the chairman 
was one of the members from town coun
cil. Through the years the cemetery man
agers have included E. Sanderson, W. 
Sumpter, G. Sumpter, C. E. Ward, M. 
Shewchuk. 

In 1963 the rural and town councils en
tered into an agreement by statutory 
legislation to provide for the joint set
up. General management, regulation and 
control of the cemetery have been vested 
in a board of five members, two from 
each of the councils and an appointed 
chairman who is not a member of either 
council. 

From the early 1920's the cemetery was kosiw Ukrainian Orthodox Church - 1922 
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Grafton Bridge, Valley River ·1906 

EDUCATION, HEALTH 

Another first for Dauphin revolution
ized the educational system in the muni
cipality-and set the guidelines for fut
ure changes in Manitoba. In 1947 the Rural 
Municipalities of Dauphin and Ochre 
River and the Town of Dauphin were re
organized, after a plebiscite to form one 
large administrative unit: Dauphin -Ochre 
Area No. 1. 

By stages the 33 one-room rural schools 
have been eliminated to be replaced by 
larger, more efficient schools in larger 
?entre. This represented a breakthrough 
In p:ogressive educational thinking in 
that It gua~anteed for each child equality 
o~ educatIOnal opportunity-and pro
vIded each child with the kind of educa
t~on suited .to his needs and his capabili
ties. In thIS respect the Dauphin-Ochre 
Area was twelve years ahead of the rest 
of the province (and many more years 
ahead of northern Ontario where a simi
lar system was introduced in 1969) . 

. The first Rural Health Unit in this pro
VInce was established in Dauphin in 
1944. Inclu~e? i~. the initial unit setup 
were MUnICIpalIties of Dauphin and 
Ochre ~~ver, ~nd the Town of Dauphin 
- prOVIdIng dIagnostic and health sel'-

vices at a per capita cost of approxi
mately 50 cents annually. The services 
have since been extended to serve 16 
municipalities, villages and towns 
throughout this region. 

The municipality has given financial 
support to the Dauphin General hospital 
for its expansion program, and assis
tance to St. Paul's Home to provide 
a new 70-bed home for the aged and 
infirm. 

Sandringham School· 1894 
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A fire hall was acquired in the village 
of Sifton with complete fire-fighting 
equipment and a volunteer Fire Bri
gade. Also in effect for more than twenty 
years is an agreement with the Town 
of Dauphin for the town's Fire Depart
ment to fight fires in the municipality. 

The Dauphin District Weed Control 
Board was established six years ago, with 
a full-time weed supervisor to control the. 
spread of weeds and to eradicate them. 
His services have since been extended to 
the Rural Municipality of Ochre River. 

Testing of cattle for Tuberculosis and 
Bang's disease has been done in the Dau
phin municipality for the past 25 years, 
with the result that the municipality is 
free of such diseases. 

In co-operation with PFRA the Dauphin
Ethelbert community pasture -a pro
ject costing over $300,OOO-was estab
lished in 1961 on 12,000 acres of land. Two 
years later another community pas
ture-known as the Mossey River-Ethel
bert pasture-was established on 73,000 
acres. 

The Mossey River dam close to Lake 
Dauphin, built in the drought years to 
raise the level of the lake, has been a 
point of contention through the years
depending on whether farm lands were 
exposed to flood conditions, or the lake 
level threatened by dry seasons. A new 
Mossey River dam was constructed by 
the federal government in October 1963, 
with regulation of its height under the 
provincial water control branch. 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

"The land of milk and honey-and 
eggs" has been a phrase coined for the 
Dauphin municipality on more than one 
occasion in the last 15 years, with nation
al honors being won by local producers at 
the Royal Winth Fair and Canadian Na
tional Exhibition. Dauphin Co-op Cream
ery has had its share of top honors for 
butter ... the honey products of Elmer Best 
and John Birkhan have been judged Can
ada's best. .. and Robert M. Forbes has 
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Gartmore Guernsey Farm 

brought national honors to Dauphin for 
his egg exhibits. 

A rural industry which links local 
pioneer days with modern-day produc
tion is the Gartmore Guernsey Farm 
owned and operated by Art Rampton. Or
iginal site of the Rampton farm is where 
the Gartmore settlement grew from 1883 
to 1896 when pioneers of Gartmore and 
Old Dauphin moved together; and is also 
in the vicinity of the first fair recorded in 
Dauphin community's history, held in the 
fall of 1892. Besides the total farming op
eration of more than 500 acres, Gartmore 
Guernsey Farm with its modern dairy 
plant for processing Golden Guernsey 
milk products was opened in the fall 
of 1964. A big 'promoter of Guernseys in 
Manitoba, Art Rampton has served on 
the directorate of Canadian Guernsey 
Breeders association for over 20 years, 
and was president in 1966; has also been 
active on the Canadian Dairy advisory 
committee and the Dairy Farmers of 
Canada. 

Spanning the years most completely 
as a rural industry is Boughen Nurser
ies, located on the flats of the Valley 
river just north of the village of Valley 
River. The Nurseries were established 
by William J. Boughen in the early 1900's, 
and have served the Dauphin area and 
many parts of Canada for more then 60 
years. "Bill" Boughen, who first came 
to Valley River area in 1889 with his fath
er, Fred Boughen, became known nation
ally and internationally for his ability 
to grow hardy fruit trees and shrubs. His 
son Russell has carried on the Nurseries 
since 1953, and has added other new en
terprises to expand the horticultural 
services of this pioneer Dauphin industry. 



Early Harvest Scene 

CENTENNIAL PROJECTS 

An historic event-for all of Canada as 
well as for the Dauphin area-took place 
July 31, 1966 on the banks of the Drifting 
river north-west of Valley River village: 
the dedication of the Cross of Freedom 
erected by the Rural Municipality of 
Dauphin as one of its several Centennial 
projects. The new Cross of Freedom
made of gray granite, seven feet in height, 
with steps leading up to the base-com
memorates the location of the first wood
en Cross of Freedom erected in conjunc
tion with the first Ukrainian Catholic 
Mass celebrated April 12, 1897. The ori
ginal cross, made of poplar, was blessed 
by Rev. Nestor Dmytriw, first Ukrain
ian priest in Canada. 

Two other projects were undertaken 
by Dauphin RM council, to celebrate 
Canada's centennial year in 1967 and 
Manitoba's centennial year in 1970. Pic
nic grounds with modern facilities, bath
ing beach, a well with water pressure sys
tem, picnic tables and playgrounds have 
been provided in the Keld district on the 
bank of Vermillion river adjoining Riding 
Mountain national park. Two beaches on 
Lake Dauphin-Stoney Point and Sifton
have been equipped with modern camp
ing and playground facilities. 

"A GOOD PLACE TO LIVE" 

A report prepared by Reeve John Pot
oski at the beginning of our Manitoba Cen
tennial year of 1970 concludes with these 
observations: 

The population of the Rural Municipal-

ity of Dauphin is now in a position to en
joy the amenities of life to a degree com
parable to that of the urban population. 
A network of good all-weather roads pro
vides easy access to Dauphin town and 
its recreational and cultural facilities. 
The municipality is l00-percent elec
trified. Recreational facilities have been 
developed in the Keld area adjoining 
the national park, as well as at Sifton 
beach and Stoney Point beach on Lake 
Dauphin. 

In spite of this the rural population is 
gradually declining-from the high of 
over 5,600 ten years ago to the present 
3,547. This is simply a matter of economic 
necessity since small farm units are no 
longer economical to operate. 

Nevertheless the economic growth of the 
municipality continues and the future ap
pears bright. The municipality, having 
18 Townships, is the third largest in the 
province. 

The assessment has increased to $4, 
582,780. The municipality has assets val
ued at $259,610 and reserve funds of $144, 
449, and is in a very strong financial posi
tion. There are no outstanding munici
pal debentures with the exception of 
$16,000 hospital debentures for which 
the municipality is responsible. Cash 
reserves are ample. sufficient to take care 
of any predictable contingency. The 
tax rate compares favorably with that 
of any other municipality in the province. 

In short, Dauphin is a good place in 
which to live! 
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RM's First Mayors and Councillors 

RURAL MUNCIPALITY OF DAUPHIN 

One of the most unique records of mu
nicipal administration is to be found in the 
office of the Rural Municipality of Dau
phin, where individual pictures of the 
reeves, councillors and secretary-treas
urers from the first incorporated term of 
1898 to the present are set in large frames 
on the wall just inside the front entrance 
of the municlpal building. Under each 
picture is the name and years of service 
for the 78 men who have held office 
throughout the 72 years of Dauphin R.M. 
history. 

There have been 14 reeves during this 
period; Stuart Geekie, 1898 to 1900; John 
McCallum, 1900 and 1902; H. N. Mac
neill, 1901; John Seale, 1903 to 1906; Ro
bert Cruise, 1906 to 1908; W. B. Miller, 
1908 to 1910; Archie Esplen, 1910 to 1913 and 
1921 to 1923; James Norton, 1913 to 1916; 
George L. Castle, 1~16 to 1921; Henry Mc
Corvie, 1923 to 1928; Walter Wickes, 1928 
to 1940; Michael F. Szewczyk, 1940 to 1944; 
John Potoski, 1944 to 1945, and 1948 to 
1970; William Cruise, 1946 to 1947. 

Four secretary-treasurers have served 
the municipality: William Murray, 1898' 
to 1906; John A. Gorby, 1906 to 1944; Mich
ael F. Szewczyk, 1944 to 1970; William C. 
Wallwin was appointed assistant secre
tary-treasurer in October 1968. 

Councillors holding office in the 72-
year period are listed as follows: 

1898- W. B. Miller, R. C. McLeod, D 
E. McDonald, H. M. Chute. 

1899-D. E. McDonald, D. W. Johnston, 
Thomas Pollon, Paul Wood, George Wake
lin, W. B. Miller. 

1900-Robert Curle, James McKeever, 
J. G. McIntosh, Jacob Cathers, Paul 
Wood, D. W. Johnston. 

1901-Jacob Cathers, J. G. McIntosh, 
Robert Curle, John Seale, Paul Wood, A. 
E. Johnston, James Walker, D. W. John
ston. 

1902- Paul Wood, W. B. Miller, James. 
Walker, A. E. Johnston, Robert Curle, 
J. G. McIntosh, John Seale, Jacob Cathers. 

1903-W. B. Miller, J. A. Fisher, James 
Walker, Robert Campbell, Thomas Ram
say, Wm. Goggin, A. E. Johnston. 

1904- W. B. Miller, Robert Cruise, 
Wm. Barrie, J. A. Fisher, Robert Camp
bell, Thomas Ramsay. 

1905- W. B. Miller, Robert Cruise, 
Fred Nex, Robert Campbell, Thomas 
Ramsay, J. G. McIntosh. 

1906- W. A. Graham, Fred Nex, Robert 
Campbell, Thomas Ramsay, Archie 
Esplen, H. M. Chute, W. B. Miller. 

1907- Fred Nex, Thomas Ramsay, H. 
M. Chute, Archie Esplen, W. B. Miller, 
George C. Johnston. 

1908-George Parker, George C. John
ston, H. M. Chute, Archie Esplen, Henry 
McCorvie, Peter S. Ogryzlo. 

1909-Archie Esplen, H. M. Chute, 
Henry McCorvie, Peter S. Ogryzlo, Wil
liam Goggin, George C. Johnston. 

1910-0. J. Abraham, H. M. Chute, 
Henry McCorvie, James Norton, Peter S. 
Ogryzlo, George C. Johnston. 

.1911-0. J. Abraham, H. M. Chute, 
Henry McCorvie, James Norton, Peter S. 
Ogryzlo, George C. Johrston. 
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Rural Council, Jubilee Year ·1948 

1912-0. J. Abraham, James Norton, 
George O. Tucker, J. W. McQuay, Peter 
S. Ogryzlo, George C. Johnston. 

1913-Nykola Ogryzlo, Wm. H. Durs
ton, J. W. McQuay, George O. Tucker, 
O. J. Abraham, George Castle. 

1914- Nykola Ogryzlo, James Neill, 
Wm. H. Durston, George O. Tucker, 
O. J. Abraham, George Castle. 

1915-Nykola Ogryzlo, James Neill, 
Wm. H. Durston, George O. Tucker, O. 
J. Abraham, George Castle. 

1916-Nykola Ogryzlo, D. W. Dickson, 
Enoch B. Armstron!5, James Neill, 
Wm. H. Durston, O. J. Abraham. 

1917-0. J. Abraham, Enoch B. Arm
strong, Wm. H. Durston, James Neill, 
D. W. Dickson, James G. Gniazdoski. 

1918-James G. Gniazdoski, D. W. Dick
son, Enoch B. Armstrong, James Neill, 
Wm. H. Durston, O. J. Abraham. 

1919-0. J. Abraham, Wm. H. Durs
ton, Enoch B. Armstrong, James Neill, 
James G. Gniazdoski, W. R. Buchanan, 
D. W. Dickson. 

1920-Wm. H. Durston, James Neill, 
O. J. Abraham, W. R. Buchanan, James 
G. Gniazdoski, A. J. Henderson. 

1921-Wm. H. Durston, O. J. Abraham, 
George O. Tucker, W. R. Buchanan, 
George W. Taylor, Paul Sawczyn. 
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1922-Wm. H. Durston, O. J. Abraham, 
George O. Tucker, George W. Taylor, 
W. R. Buchanan, Paul Sawczyn. 

1923-0. J. Abraham, George O. Tuck
er, Paul Sawczyn, W. R. Buchanan, 
George W. Taylor, Robert Fair. 

1924-0. J. Abraham, George O. Tuck
er, Robert Fair, George W. Taylor, Paul 
Sawczyn, W: R. Buchanan. 

1925- George O. Tucker, Wm. H. Durs
ton, W. R. Buchanan, George W. Taylor, 
Paul Sawczyn, O. J. Abraham, Robert 
Fair. 

1926- Alvah U. Spencer, Paul Saw
czyn, George O. Tucker, O. J. Abraham, 
W. R. Buchanan, Wm. H. Durston. George 
W. Taylor. 

1927-Alvah U. Spencer, Paul Sawczyn, 
Wm. H. Durston , George O. Tucker, 
W. R. Buchanan, O. J. Abraham. 

1928-Wasyl A. Basaraba, Anthony 
Magalos, Alvah U. Spencer, Wm. H. 
Durston, Paul Sawczyn, W. R. Buchanan. 

1929-Wasyl A. Basaraba, Anthony 
Magalos, Alvah U. Spencer, Paul Saw
czyn, W. R. Buchanan, Wm. H. Durston. 

1930-Theo Petreshen, Wasyl A. Ba
saraba, George O. Tucker, Paul Sawczyn, 
W. R. Buchanan, Wm. H. Durston. 

1931-Wm. Monita, A. J. Boles, Wm. 
H. Durston, Theo Petreshen, Wasyl A. 
Basaraba, George O. Tucker. 



Early threshing outfit driven from Neepawa by H. M. Chute 

1932- Wm. Monita, A. J. Boles, George 
O. Tucker, Wasyl A. Basaraba, Alvah U. 
Spencer, Wm. H. Durston. 

1933-Wm. Monita, A. J. Boles, Wasyl 
A. Basaraba, Alvah U. Spencer, George 
O. Tucker, Wm. H. Durston. 

1934-Wm. Monita, A. J. Boles, Wasyl 
A. Basaraba, Theo Petreshen, Alvah U. 
Spencer, Wm. H. Durston. 

1935-Wm. Monita, A. J. Boles, Theo 
Petreshen, Wasyl A. Basaraba, Wm. 
H. Durston, George O. Tucker. 

1936-Wm. Monita, A. J. Boles, George 
O. Tucker, Wasyl A. Basaraba, Wm. 
H. Durston, Michael F. Szewczyk, Theo 
Petreshen. 

1937- A. J. Boles, Wasyl A. Basaraba, 
Paul Sawczyn, Wm. H. Durston, George 
O. Tucker, Michael F. Szewczyk. 

1938-Wm. Durston, A. J. Boles, Paul 
Sawczyn, Michael F. Szewczyk, Nicholas 
Slyzuk, Steven F. Ganczer. 

1939-A. J. Boles, Nicholas Slyzuk, 
Michael F. Szewczyk, Steve Ganczer, 
Paul Sawczyn, Cecil R. Durston. 

1940-A. J. Boles, Paul Sawczyn, John 
A. McKillop, Steve Ganczer, Nicholas 
Slyzuk, Cecil Durston. 

1941-A. J. Boles, Paul Sawczyn, John 

McKillop, Steve Ganczer, Cecil Durston, 
Nicholas Slyzuk. 

1942-A. J. Boles, Paul Sawczyn, John 
McKillop, Cecil Durston, N. Bazylo, 
Nicholas Slyzuk. 

1943-A. J. Boles, M. W. Lulashnyk, N. 
Bazylo, John McKillop, Nicholas Slyzuk, 
Cecil Durston. 

1944-R. Elmer Forbes, M. W. Lula
shnyk, John McKillop, Cecil Durston, N. 
Bazylo, Nicholas Slyzuk. 

1945-Elmer Forbes, M. W. Lulashnyk, 
·N. Bazylo, John McKillop, Nicholas Slyzuk, 
James R. Secord. 

1946-Elmer Forbes, M. W. Lula
shnyk, N. Bazylo, Jas Secord, Nicholas 
Slyzuk, Mike Prestayko. 

1947-Elmer Forbes, M. W. Lulashnyk, 
N. Bazylo, J. J. Kalichak, Nicholas 
Slyzuk, Jas Secord. 

1948-Joseph P. Bonk, Elmer Forbes, 
N. Bazylo, J. J. Kalichak, Nicholas Sly
zuk, Jas Secord. 

1949-Joe Tokar, Joe 
Forbes, J. J. Kalichak, N. 
Secord. 

Bonk, Elmer 
Bazylo, Jas 

1950-Jas Secord, Mike Prokopowich, 
Joe Tokar, Joe Bonk, Elmer Forbes, N. 
Bazylo, J. J. Kalichak. 
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1951-Stanley Prokopchuk, Mike Pro
kopowich, Joe· Tokar, Joe Bonk, Elmer 
Forbes, Jas Secord. 

1952-Elmer Forbes, Joe Bonk, Joe 
Tokar, Jas Secord, Mike Prokopowich, 
Stanley Prokopchuk. 

1953-Jas Secord, Mike Prokopowich, 
Stanley Prokopchuk, Joe Tokar, Joe 
Bonk, Elmer Forbes. 

1954-Percy F. Sainsbury, Stanley 
Prokopchuk, Elmer Forbes, Mike Proko
powich, Jas Secord, Joe Bonk. 

1955-Percy Sainsbury, Stanley Prokop
chuk, Mike Prokopowich, Joe Bonk, 
Elmer Forbes, Jas Secord. 

1956-Percy Sainsbury, Stanley Pro
kopchuk, Mike Prokopowich, Joe Bonk, 
Elmer Forbes, Jas Secord. 

1957-Percy Sainsbury, Stanley Pro
kopchuk, Mike Prokopowich, Joe Bonk, 
Elmer Forbes, Jas Secord. 

1958-Percy Sainsbury, Stanley Pro-
kopchuk, Joe Bonk, Elmer Forbes, Jas 
Secord, Mike Prokopowich. 

1959-Wm. McClernon, Percy Sains
bury, Joe Bonk, Mike Prokopowich, 
Stanley Prokopchuk, Jas Secord. 

1960-Wm. McClernon, Stanley Pro
kopchuk, Mike Prokopowich, Joe· Bonk, 
:las Secord, Percy Sainsbury. 

1961-Wm. McClernon, Percy Sains
bury, Jas Secord, Joe Bonk, Mike Pro
kopowich, Stanley Prokopchuk. 

1962-Wm. McClernon, Percy Sains
bury, Jas Secord, Joe Bonk, Mike Proko
powich, Stanley Prokopchuk. 

1963-Joe Bonk, Percy Sainsbury, Jas 
Secord, Russell A. Phillips, Stanley Pro
kopchuk, Mike Prokopowich. 

1964-Ernest M. Michaleski, Elgin 
L. Chute, Russell Phillips, Jas Secord, 
Mike Prokopowich, Stanley Prokopchuk. 

1965-Russell Phillips, Ernest Micha-
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leski, Elgin Chute, Jas Secord, Mike 
Prokopowich, Stanley Prokopchuk. 

1966-Russell Phillips, Ernest Michales
ki, Jas Secord, Elgin Chute, Mike Pro
kopowich, Stanley Prokopchuk. 

1967-Elgin Chute, Jas. Secord, Russell 
Phillips, Stanley Prokopchuk, Mike Pro
kopowich, Ernest Michaleski. 

1968-Percy Sainsbury, Stanley Prokop
chuk, Mike Prokopowich, Elgin Chute, 
Jas Secord, Russell Phillips. 

1969-Percy Sainsbury, Russell Phil
lips, Jas Secord, Elgin Chute, Mike Pro
kopowich, Stanley Prokopchuk. 

1970-Percy Sainsbury, Mike Proko
powich, Elgin Chute, Stanley Prokop
chuk, R. Phillips, Duncan McNaughton. 

Records have been set for service to their 
municipal council in this government 
body-John Gorby heading the list with 
36 years of uninterrupted service as 
secretary-treasurer; Michael Szewczyk 
has 26; John Potoski, James Secord and 
William Durston split third-place honors 
with 24 years; Mike Prokopowich and 
George Tucker have 20 years each; O. 
J. Abraham and Stanley Prokopchuk have 
18; Joe Bonk, 16; Elmer Forbes, Paul 
Sawczyn, 14; Walter Wickes, A. J. Boles, 
W. R. Buchanan and Percy Sainsbury, 
12 years; Wasyl Basaraba, Nicholas 
Slyzuk,10. 

In 1939 Hershell Smith was among 
Manitoba collegiate students chosen to 
attend the coronation ceremonies for 
King George VI. Fourteen years later, 
Ken Forbes was chosen as a Manitoba 
4-H representative to attend the coro
nation of Queen Elizabeth 11 in June 
1953; Ken Carruthers was with a group 
of 22 Manitobans representing the RCAF 
at this coronation. 

1905 - Fred Race's barber shop has 
been fitted up with an up-to-date acety
lene gas plant in the Grandview Hotel 
building. 





CHAPTER THREE 

Town of Dauphin History 

MESSAGE FROM YOUR MAYOR 

We owe so much to the early settlers 
of this district who -founded and built 
thE) first community of Dauphin and to 
those who had the foresight to bring 
about incorporation of the Village in 1898 
and to those who brought about the 
incorporation of the Town in 1901. 

The incorporation history records the 
first Mayor of the Village as George 
Barker and the first Mayor of the Town 
as George King. To them and to their 
councils of dedicated community-minded 
citizens we owe our local government 
start. 

It is impossible in this short message 
to pay individual tribute to all those 
who have participated in the preparation 
of this history of our community, however 
special mention should be made of the 
untiring efforts of the Dauphin and District 
Historical Society and its President, 
Mr. Elgin Maynard, who gathered and 
assembled the history; and to Miss Helen 

Marsh who has dedicated her talents to 
editing this excellent publication. 

As the years pass by may this book 
be an influence on the development and 
continuation of a common unity in this 
district and may our children look 
back over the years, no matter how large 
our Town may become, and remember 
those who came before and built so 
well that they may live in such a beautiful 
and thriving community. 

On behalf of the Town, we cordially 
invite you to make it a point to visit 
our Community to see for yourself, 
"The Friendly Town of Progress and 
Beauty". 

Andrew C. Newton, Mayor, 
The Town of Dauphin. 

TOWN OF DAUPHIN 

Unlike Topsy, Dauphin didn't just growed, 
it sprang into being in 1897. One year 

Main Street, north from track, showing ox teams 
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Main Street, north from track, in horse and buggy days 

it was a farm with fields of waving 
grain, the next a thriving settlement of 
500 people. 

This sudden springing into being (due 
to the fact that the railroad arrived half
way between the original settlements of 
Old Dauphin and Gartmore and the people 
picked up their belongings and homes 
and moved them to the present site) 
created many problems. The main one 
seemed to be that the town grew faster 
than it could be organized. 

To their credit, the people of this 
new settlement moved quickly to find 
answers to their problems - by setting 
up a Citizens' Committee early in 1897 
to deal with immediate needs and lay the 
groundwork for incorporation as an urban 
municipality. Five members of the 
Citizens' Committee were authorized to 
carryon the public business of the un
incorporated village: George Barker, who 
in the election of 1898 became the first 
mayor; G.L. Irwin, banker; J.B. Nichol
son, J A. Maughan, J.F. Hosegood, Noel 
S. Ross. 

Here are minutes of meetings held 
in March and April 1897 : 

March 5, 1897, meeting held in Mr. 
Irwin's office. Members present: G. 
Barker, F. Hosegood, N. Ross, G. L. 
Irwin, J.B. Nicholson. (Barker elected 
chairman, Nicholson secretary). 

Moved by G.L. Irwin, seconded by N. 
Ross, that the following report be read 

at the adjourned mass meeting of the 
citizens: 

(1) We have considered the question 
of fire protection, and we recommend 
the formation of a Fire Brigade. It 
was thought that at least $125 would 
be required to purchase the necessary 
requirements. 

(2) We have considered the question 
of sidewalks and recommend that a good 
substantial sidewalk be built on both 
sides of Main street, with crossings. 
The style of sidewalks, of course, must 
be according to the amount of money 
at the disposal of the committee. 

(3) We have also considered the 
question of street improvements and will 
correspond with the Railway Company, 
with the object of securing their help 
in the matter of drawing gravel; we 
recommend that the Main street be graded 
as much as is necessary. 

(4) We are asking for tenders for the 
supply of lumber. 

(5) We have decided that all public 
work be let by tender. 

(6) We also decided to call the attention 
of the public to the dangers from fire 
arising from uncovered haystacks, and 
that those people who have such, be 
requested to have them covered. 

(7) If the citizens of the town will 
agree to pay on an assessment made 
by the committee, sufficient to raise 
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Town Hall, CN Station and Gardens· 1945 

$800, we propose to apportion it as 
follows: 

Sidewalks and Crossings ... $500 
Street Improvements ............ 100 
Incidentals ......................... 25 
Fire Protection ................. :. 125 

(8) We also decided to ask the meeting 
to appoint arbitrators, who will settle 
any dispute as to assessment. 

(9) The committee suggest that J.A. 
Maughan be added to the committee. 

At a meeting held in Mr. Irwin's 
office Saturday evening, March 21 it 
was decided to ask every owner of 
property on main streets to build a 
substantial sidewalk in front of their 
respective lots. 

It was decided that logs sufficient for 
the crossings be procured as early 
as possible; and that money sufficient 
to purchase the requirements of the Fire 
Brigade be paid as soon as possible. 

The assessment roll was accepted by 
the committee, and the secretary was 
appointed collector. 

Minutes of meeting held April 1, 1897 
in Mr. Irwin's office: J.B. Nicholson's 
resignation, as collector, was accepted; 
N .S. Ross was appointed in his place 
and instructed to proceed with the 
collections, without delay. 
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A telegram was drafted to the Postmaster 
General at Ottawa, as follows: "MAIL 
SERVICE MOST UNSATISFACTORY, 
ROADS IMPASSABLE, BRIDGES BURNED 
ON STAGE ROUTE, MAIL RECEIVED 
DAMAGED, URGENTLY REQUEST MAIL 
BE SENT ON TRAIN." (Petitions such 
as this eventually got action-but that 
story belongs in the history of Dauphin's 
postal service). 

VILLAGE INCORPORATED 

The Citizens' Committee carried on 
its duties throughout 1897 and until the 
election of August 16, 1898, which was 
called under the terms of the new 
Village Charter granted on July 11, 1898. 
This historical charter hangs on the wall 
in the town's council chambers, im
pressively official with the seal of the 
Province of Manitoba, in the time of 

Citizens' Committee 1897 . 1898 
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Queen Victoria; and with the signature 
of Manitoba's Lieutenant-Governor J.C. 
Patterson on the margin left of the seal. 

The first paragraphs of the Charter 
deal with the petition which was pre
sented by the requisite number (75) 
of "resident freeholders and householders" 
in this locality. In the fourth paragraph 
is the all-important granting of village 
rights under the Municipal Act, in this 
legal phraseology: 

to all the restrictions conferred and im
posed upon village corporations by the said 
Act." 

In the succeeding paragraph, nomination 
day for the first council was set for 
August 2; election date, August 16; Roland 
C. Brown named returning officer; first 
meeting of the council to be August 11 
or August 23, depending on whether 
election poll had to be held. 

,./"t 

, ~:~ ,,~ .. 
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Village Charter July 11, 1898 

"Now know ye that by and with the 
advice and consent of our Executive 
Council of our said Province and under 
the authority of the said Act, and of 
any other power and authority whatso
ever in us vested in that behalf, we do 
by these one Letters Patent constitute 
the inhabitants of the locality herein
after described, to wit-the whole of 
Section Ten (10) in Township Twenty
five (25) in Range numbered Nineteen 
(19) west of the first principal meridan, 
in the Province of Manitoba, comprising 
not more than Six hundred and forty 
(640) acres- and their successors, a 
body corporate and politic in fact and 
in law, by the name of "The Village of 
Dauphin" with all the powers and subject 

When the first elected council-Mayor 
George Barker, Councillors Robert Hunt, 
David Sutherland, Albert Williscraft, 
Henry P. Nicholson- sat down to business 
at noon on Tuesday, August 23, they 
had taken their oath of office and 
declaration of qualification before John 
E. Hedderley, a Justice of the Peace 
for the province. 

First actions and decisions are on 
record in the minutes of August 23 and 
24. A secretary-treasurer was needed, 
and William Murray was appointed at 
salary of $10 a month. James G. Harvey 
was appointed solicitor at a salary of $25 
for the balance of the year 1898. 
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George Barker, First Mayor Village of 
Dauphin - 1898 

The next order of business, and probably 
of importance, was the need of police 
protection. Joseph Landers got the job' 
for $40 a month. 

Yes, dogs were a nuisance in those 
days: the third by-law on the village 
statutes set rates for levying a dog 
tax - "$2.00 on each dog and $4.00 
on each bitch in the village" - to take 
effect September 1. The next by-laws 
passed dealt with: livery and feed stables, 
drays, etc. ; borrowing $700 from the 
bank; stock running at large; pound and 
poundkeepers; horses standing on the 
street; assessment roll 1898; fines 
recovery of for village. 

By-law No. 11, passed on September 1, 
1898, was based on the first village 
budget - establishing the tax levy and 
rates for 1898. Full amount of the ass
essed value of property in the village 
totalled $126,361. The amount to be 
levied for municipal purposes was $1,200 
and for general school tax, $505. The 
by-law proceeded to enact the following: 

(1) That the rate to be levied in 
the Village of Dauphin for the year 
A.D. 1898 on the assessed value of 
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the property in said Village shall be 
nine and one half mills (9%) on the 
dollar for a Municipal rate and four 
(4) mills on the dollar for a General 
School rate. 

(2) And the full amount to be levied 
in said Village for Municipal purposes 
shall be the sum of One Thousand Two 
Hundred dollars ($1,200); and for a 
General School tax the sum of Five 
Hundred and Five dollars ($505). 

(3) And it is further enacted that the 
rate to be levied as a Special School 
rate on the assessable property of the 
Village shall be five and one half (5%) 
mills on the dollar. 

(4) And it is further enacted that the 
rate to be levied for County, Wolf Bounty 
and Health purposes on the assessable 
property of the Village shall be one (1) 
mill on the dollar. 

(5) This By-law shall come into fo~ce 
on the day of the date of the passmg 
thereof. 

Done and passed in Council assem~led 
at the Village of Dauphin this the first 
day of September, A.D. 1898. 

George Barker - Mayor 
William Murray - Clerk 

TOWN INCORPORATED 

Dauphin in those days was a boom 
town, and soon had a population of 1,000 
- and was, therefore, eligible to become 
a town. A Charter was applied for, and 
the approval came through on November 
21, 1901. Following is a copy of the 
report of a committee of the Executive 
Council, approved by His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor: 

The Honourable the Municipal Comm
issioner submits to council a report 
setting forth:-

Whereas a census has been taken 
of the Village of Dauphin, pursuant 
to By-law in that behalf, whereby it 
appears that the said Village contains 
over 1000 inhabitants: 

And whereas application has been made 
by the Council of said Village for the in
corporation thereof into a Town; 



And whereas it appears from the papers 
hereto annexed, that the provisions of the 
Statute as to publication of the intention 
of the said Village to apply for the found
ation of the said Village into a Town, 
have been duly complied with and that 
all other necessary provisions in that be
half have been substantially complied 
with: 

On the recommendation of the Honour
able the Minister committee advise, 

That a proclamation of the Lieutenant
Governor-in-Council do issue, incor
porating the Village of Dauphin into a 
Town corporation, under the name of 
"THE TOWN OF DAUPHIN" - that the 
limits and extent of the said Town be 
Section Ten (10), in Township Twenty
five (25) and Range Nineteen (19) west 
of the first principal meridian, containing 
640 acres, more or less. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 
November 21st, 1901. 

Certified - C. Graburn (signed) 
Clerk, Executive Council. 

(Hon. Mr. Roblin in the chair) 

The first town election was held that 
fall, and the first Town Council took 
office on January 1, 1902. At this statu
tory meeting, Mayor George King was 
in the chair, and Councillors were R.C. 
Brown, S. Coxworth, J. E. Hedderly, 
R. G. Smith, James Wait, Thomas Whit
more, John Walton, C.F. Turner. 

The size of council membership has 
not changed-the office of mayor along 
with eight council seats-but election pro
cedures have been altered through the 
years. Up until 1934 councillors were 
elected by ward representation, the four 
wards being divided by· the railway 
tracks and by Main street, and each 
having two councillors. The abolish
ment of the ward system was done by 
ballot in the 1934 fall elections, and the 
eight councillors have since been elected 
at large, for two-year terms. 

Adoption of proportional representation 
was approved by the electors in 1938, 
and has since been the sytem used for 
elections of mayor, town councillors and 
town school trustees. On the same ballot 
in 1938, the mayor, who previously had 

George King, First Mayor Town of Dau
phin -1901 

to seek election every year, had his term 
of office extended for two years. 

The Town Council of 1901 had many 
problems to tackle-one of the biggest 
being the fire hazard. There were no 
brick buildings at that time, and the 
many frame structures, especially in the 
business section, presented a dangerous 
situation. The only fire protection was 
a hose and reel wagon which was pulled 
to the fire by men. The first money 
by-law issued by council was for $6,000 
to provide fire-fighting equipment, with 
part of the money used to dig wells 
in various parts of town, the remainder 
to purchase a gasoline fire engine. 

The concern for better fire-fighting 
equipment was well founded: early New 
Year's morning of 1905 the wooden town 
hall structure burned down, and the night 
of January 5, 1909 the first Mackenzie 
school was destroyed by fire, to mention 
two major losses during those early 
days. 

When it came to replacing the loss 
of the town hall the town fathers had 
visions of Dauphin becoming a large 
town, and accordingly laid plans for 
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and erected a town hall which at the 
time was much too large for the town 
and placed a heavy burden on the 
taxpayer with its $27,000 cost. However, 
their vision paid off, as it served civic 
administration needs for 40 years and 
has continued to be used for the RCMP 
town detachment and as the fire hall 
since 1956 when the old post office 
building was purchased and renovated into 
civic offices. 

By 1910 Dauphin's building boom was 
known as one of the greatest in rural 
Manitoba, and the population had more than 
doubled. Among the· sizeable buildings 
constructed by then were the Buckwold 
building, Sutherland and Stelck hardware 
store; the Grandview hotel (present 
day site of Metropolitan store); Bryce's 
bakery; the Barker.block (later the 
Wallace block, the Dauphin hotel, the 
Dauphin Community Inn); the Lake Man
itoba railway station ;house and freight 
shed (just west of Main street); the 
Whitmore block (on the site of the Hamil
ton hotel, now the Towers hotel); the 
Dauphin House (where the Kings was 
later built) ; the Leland House (later 
the Clark block); the Orange hall, on 
Burrows avenue; the first post office, 
on Burrows avenue near Main street, 
and in 1908 the two-storey post office 
building further west on the same avenue; 
the Mackenzie and Whitmore schools; 
the Rural Municipality building; the Burrows 
block, the Malcolm block, and the Pollon 
block. 

Within another three. years the business 
section had shown further progress with 
construction of the new Clark block, 
the Dauphin Herald printing plant; the 
new railway station; McDonald-Voigt 
(now Oliphant) building. In 1916 one of 
Dauphin's biggest buildings was erected 
at the north end of Main street, the 
Court House building and adjacent jail. 

As Dauphin has grown, the public 
utility services supplied by the. town 
have kept pace with it. 

LIGHT, POWER PLANT 

The year 1905 was a momentous one 
for Dauphin: the council decided to erect 
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and operate an electric light plant. Built 
at the west end of Front street (First 
avenue NW), the steam-operated electric 
plant was from the year of its in
ception a paying asset to the town. With 
demand for electric service continually 
increasing, new units were installed in 
1916, 1927 and 1936. 

When the Second World War broke out 
two large airports were established in 
Dauphin, No. 10 SFTS three miles south 
of town, and No. 7 Band GS nine miles 
east at Paulson. The power plant supplied 
both these fields with electrical energy 
during 1942 and set a record for the 
amount of energy generated. The next 
year the Manitoba Power Commission 
strung lines to the airfields and took 
over the job of servicing them. 

With the arrival of hydro, pressure 
from many sources was applied to the 
town to sell the plant. The town utility 
consumed wood, and fuel was rationed, 
even switching to coal didn't help. Major 
equipment expenditures were required 
to meet increasing demands with influx 
of electrical applicances into homes and 
business. Also important was the need 
for the town's co-operation with the 
Manitoba government's rural electrifi
cation program, as the largest centre 
in a wide-spread rural area. 

The decision as to whether the public 
utility should be sold was put to a vote 
in June 1944. With full awareness that 
the town-operated steam plant had for 
40 years produced annual surpluses which 
assisted materially in keeping the tax 
rate at a moderate level, the residents 
voted in favor of the sale by a large 
majority. When the final arrangements 
were made the selling price amounted to 
about $200,000. Nearly half of this was 
needed to payoff debenture and other 
debts, and the remainder went into a 
reserve fund-the main portion of which 
was used to pave Main' street in 1947. 
(The old steam plant was kept as a 
standby until 1951 when it was dismantled 
and the building renovated for Hydro 
utilization. ) 

Dauphin has since become the head
quarters for the most northerly of Man-



itoba Hydro's areas, unique in that its 
territory extends far beyond the southern 

. interconnected system into far-north 
centres. To meet the ever increasing 
demand for electrical service in the 
Dauphin area, a 115,000 volt line was 
constructed from Brandon generating 
supply to Dauphin in 1958; a 230,000 
volt branch line from the Grand Rapids
Winnipeg line was brought in via Ashern 
in 1966 with completion of the Dauphin
Vermillion substation three miles south
west of town; and a 230,000-volt line 
from Grand Rapids went into service 
in 1968. Additional substation facilities 
have since been added, so that the Dauphin
Vermillion station has taken on a major 
role in the operation of Hydro's trans
mission line network and as a control 
centre in western and northern Manitoba. 

WATERWORKS SYSTEM 

About the same time as they built 
the electric light plant, the town fathers 
became interested in obtaining a water 
supply for Dauphin. The water table was 
high and water could be struck by digging 
a well anywhere in the town. But the 
residents wanted inside waterworks which 
meant an elaborate water system. 

In 1911· the council approved a gravity 
waterworks and sewage system which 
was installed by 1913-and which is still 
serving the population of nearly 9,000 today. 
Debentures totalling half a million dollars 
were issued between 1911 and 1915 
to pay for the cost of constructing the 
water system and sewage disposal system. 

Controlling the flow of water from 
Edwards creek has been a perennial 
problem over the years. In 1912 a dam 
costing $30,000 was built across the 
stream and a pump house erected. Period
ically the sluice gates in the dam would 
be washed out during the spring floods 
when Edwards creek went on the rampage
and the first sign of spring in Dauphin 
was muddy water coming through the 
taps. 

In the early 1930's a plan was pro
posed for erection of a new dam to cost 
$33,000. It was eventually built in 1936, 
but lack of sluice gates failed to cure 

the early spring dirty water and every 
year more silt was deposited in the dam 
until, following the flood of 1947, there 
was no room for water, the dam was 
completely filled with silt. 

This might have meant an end to the 
water supply in Dauphin had not a new 
scheme been undertaken the previous 
year. Town Engineer E.G. Waller in the 
fall of 1946 started construction on a 
10,000,000 gallon reservoir, on the site 
occupied by the old abandoned dam; and 
sluice gates were installed beside the 
pump house with the idea of alleviating the 
silt problem. Some 15 years later, Town 
Engineer E.M. Erickson installed a pipe
line into Moon lake, above Edwards lake, 
to obtain surplus waters during the spring, 
after negotiations were completed with 
Riding Mountain National Park officials. 

Within the town, water and sewer line 
extensions have been in demand with the 
opening up of new residential areas in 
all sections of town, but especially to the 
north and north-east, since the early 
1950's. With the transfer of rural sub
divisions into town in 1951 and another 
boundary extension in 1963, the size of 
town to be serviced with sewer and water 
mains and service connections increased 
tremendously-and brought special prob
lems. The waterworks program for Elm 
Park and Westmore subdivisions was a 
real challenge, solved by a pumping 
station project previously thought not 
feasible. 

In 1962 a quarter-million-dollar 
"lagoon" project was undertaken and com
pleted by the first of 1963, along with 
construction of a new pumping station. 
The complete lagoon, including earthen 
dykes, covers 80 acres of the 120 
acres purchased to the north-east of 
town on 23-25-19. The sewage lift 
station, about 1% miles northeast of River 
avenue and Mountain road, contains fully 
automatic pumping equipment; when it 
went into operation the 50-year-old 
pumping station on Mountain road was 
retired from service. 

Since 1962 the question of future water 
supply needs has been a major concern 
of town council, with present facilities 
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having reached the straining point. Special 
engineering studies on the water supply 
and distribution, by Underwood McLellan 
engineering consultants, brought forth a 
comprehensive report in the fall of 1966, 
recommending staged construction of a 
control dam on Edwards Creek, a two
million-gallon reservoir in the north
east section of town, new feeder mains, 
aqueduct replacements, and construction 
of a water treatment plant-at a total 
estimated cost of $5 million, spread 
over a 15 year period. Action on this 
report has been held up pending further 
government studies of alternate 
water supply sources, not to mention the 
need of federal and provincial assistance 
for such a costly undertaking. The 1966 
report forecasts population figures of 
12,900 for the town by 1986, and 
26,000 by 2016. 

STREETS, SIDEWALKS 

Prior to the Second World War, the 
public works. budget of town council 
always contained healthy sums for grading, 
gravelling and snow clearing of streets
along with expenditures for keeping the 
dust menace under control, usually without 
any great success because it seemed to 
be a choice between dust-riddened or 
potholed roadways. Sidewalk construction 
also claimed its share of budget moneys, 
although old-timers could never figure 
out why the new-fangled ways of laying 
concrete walks could not compare in 
quality with the granolithic walks con
structed during the 1920's. 

One of the biggest steps taken in 
1947 was the paving of Main street from 
Fourth avenue north to Twelfth avenue 
soutk and Burrows avenue. At the same 
time the town designed a boulevard down 
the centre of Main street from the south 
entrance to Fourth avenue south-a beauti
fication· project that was unfortunately 
removed 15 years later with the re
paving of Mai.n street-

Town council then looked ahead to 
a full street-paving program, and approved 
extensive storm sewer installations as 
well as curb-and-gutter projects, seen 
by Town Engineer RS. Everall as essential 
for proper drainage purposes before paving 
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was undertaken. The installation of curbs 
and gutters was combined with sidewalk 
construction and opening up of streets into 
newly developing residential areas. 

In 1958 the council gave approval to 
a street-paving program based on a 
"local improvement" policy of financing: 
the program proved so successful and 
popular with home-owners that practically 
all of the town's streets were paved over 
an eight-year period. In 1961 the first 
concrete paving of lanes in the business 
section was added to the program. 

With increased traffic, Main street 
has been widened, and wider street 
widths designed for through streets, in 
conjunction with the paving program, these 
projects being financed by the town 
at large. The over-all result is that 
Dauphin today presents one of the best 
planned urban centres in Manitoba 
with its 32 miles of paved roadways. 

The first traffic signal lights were 
installed in 1954 at the key corner 
of Main street and Second avenue north, 
with another set of lights being added 
at the intersection of First avenue north 
in 1960. A third set was installed at 
the intersection of Second avenue south, 
in the spring of 1970. Parking problems, 
a perennial headache, have been controlled 
by parking-meter installations throughout 
the business section, and parallel parking 
has become the rule in all parts of 
town in recent years. 

Highway entrances to town have bene
fitted greatly through provincial govern
ment policies. The first concrete surface 
highway in the district, 4.2 miles on 
No. 5-10 highway south of town, was 
built in 1961; and the new Burrows 
avenue bridge which opened in September 
1962 improved the west entrance im~ 
measurably. Over a ten-year period 
Dauphin's highway connections to the east, 
west, north and south have all been 
hardsurfaced, with a paved road east 
to Lake Dauphin as a bonus asset in 
1967. 

PARKS, RECREATION 

Vermillion Park, originally donated to 



Boys' and Girls' Band in 50th Year -1958 

the town from the Mackenzie and Mann 
railway holdings, has long featured a 
town-operated tourist camp, under the 
supervision of the council-appointed Parks 
board. Since the construction of the main. 
administration building and a couple of 
cabins in 1930, the facilities have been 
expanded and modernized to provide cabin 
accommodation of motel nature and 
special areas for camper trailers. 

The large treed area of Vermillion 
Park has wonderful potential for future 
developments, according to a staged pro
gram prepared by the town's consulting 
engineers in 1965, complete with map. 
As a 1967 Centennial project the town 
council constructed a wading pool in the 
designated children's play area, and im
proved the picnic area facilities; floral 
beautification has been contributed by the 
horticultural society. 

As in practically every town in Western 
Canada, Dauphin eventually had to build 
and take over operation of the skating 
rink. Prior to 1927 the rink had been 
erected and mostly financed by residents 
who purchased shares but never expected 
a dividend. 

In 1927 a new skating rink was built 
on the corner of Second avenue and 
First street SW. Due to insufficient 
support (the construction had reportedly 
been skimped) the rink collapsed. That 
left Dauphin without a rink of any kind. 
The town stepped in and floated debentures 
to erect a steel-beamed, up-to-date 
skating rink on the property next to 
the power plant. The building cost about 
$18,000 and the debenture debt was 
paid ,off by 1947. Operating costs were 

First McMurray Band - 1908 
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subsidized by the town, with the manage
ment being handled by the Parks board 
after the mid-30's. 

When this rink was destroyed by fire 
in July, 1951, the town turned the 
insurance payment of $10,000 plus another 
$50,000 from reserve over to the DMCC 
capital fund-a move which speeded up 

six members appointed by town council, 
was in full operation by 1951 and pre
sented its first budget of $831 for 
council's approval, listing baseball, rugby, 
basketball and table tennis equipment 
required; three out-door rinks were pro
vided by the town for minor hockey. 

A by-law passed in January 1958 

Parade on Main Street north -1903 

the building of the new rink on the DMCC 
grounds. The town's policy of subsidizing 
skating activities in the community was 
carried on by virtue of underwriting 
the operations of the DMCC arena each 
season. This arrangement has proved 
less costly on the whole than in the 
days when the town had its own rink. 

Organized recreational activities for 
young people started to receive town 
support during the war years, with the 
operation of the Youth Services Council, 
although this was largely on a volun
teer basis of instruction and supervision. 
The first fUll-time recreation director, 
in the person of Alex Robertson, was 
appointed by the town in 1949; he was 
instructor and coach for all types of 
athletics, assisted by volunteers from 
among interested townsfolk. 

The Dauphin Athletic Council, including 

recognized the expanding recreational 
activities, by increasing the DAC member
ship to nine persons (two representatives 
from council and seven from among 
citizens at large). The council was 
authorized to direct the work of athletic 
director and to control all expenditures 
of moneys received from the town and 
other organizations. In 1964 the name 
of the council was changed to the Dauphin 
Recreational Committee, with its duties 
and responsibilities set out in a new 
by-law. 

An important step forward in assuring 
the recreation program of full Dauphin 
community support was achieved in 1969 
through an agreement between the Town 
of Dauphin and the Rural Municipality 
of Dauphin-with the newly named Dauphin 
Community Recreation Commission of 11 
members (nine from the town, two from 
the rural) being appointed at the beginning 
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Vermillion Park and Tourist Camp 

of 1970. Athletic director since 1956 rural subdivisions of Crescent, Elm Park, 
has been Dauphin-born Clarence Riehl. and Westmore, plus the fairgrounds 

The 1970 budget is estimated at 
$24,065 to cover expenses in operating 
and supervising outdoor rinks, hockey, 
baseball, playgrounds, swimming pool, 
and youth centre. The north and south 
playgrounds in town, outdoor swimming 
pool at the DMCC and wading pool 
in Vermillion park require full-time 
supervisors through the summer months. 
Revenues for this sizeable budget in
clude a town grant of $9,925, rural grant of 
$1,200, provincial government grant of 
$3,000, and proceeds from the various 
group activities. 

SIZE, POPULATION 

Since its incorporation as a village 
and then as a town, with an area of 
640 acres, Dauphin has experienced two 
major expansions of its boundaries: 
in 1951 a statutory agreement between 
the town and rural muniCipality enlarged 
the boundaries of town to include the 

Electric Light Plant· 1904 
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property and a portion of Cecil Barker's 
property at the north-east corner of town; 
and in 1963 a similar agreement added 
another 600 acres of land with extensions 
to north, south, east and west. 

Another important transfer of some 
80 acres of land to the north-west of 
town ( originally homesteaded in 1886 
by James Buchannon, on 16-25-19) took 
place on January 1, 1966, bringing what 
is now known as the Industrial Road 
development into the town. Industries which 
have been established in this area 
in the past five years include Dauphin 
Concrete Products Limited, Dauphin 
Alfalfa Products Limited, Hand R In
dustries for metal products, Matthews 
Industries Limited for fibreglas products. 

TOWN PLANNING 

The expanding area of the town and 
the problems presented by this develop
ment convinced council of the need for 
setting up a Town Planning Committee 
in 1950, to act in an advisory capacity 
on questions brought before council. 

The urgency of making the best possible 
use of land, in both built-up areas and 
new developments, prompted town council 
to apply for provincial planning services 
ten years later. It was not until November 
1963, however, that the Provincial Municipal 
Planning Services could be provided for 
Dauphin under an agreement with the 
minister of municipal affairs. Dauphin's 
first Town Planning Commission was 
appointed at the beginning of 1964, 
with Councillor Gerald Porter as chairman, 
Eric Day, secretary, Councillors Alf 
Buckwold and Nick Shwets, Lloyd Sneath, 
Helen Marsh and Dr. Marvin Brandt. 



The services provided by the provincial 
government have been on the basis of 
30 cents per capita cost. Subsequently 
a Municipal Planning branch office has 
been established in Dauphin to serve 
a large area. The present membership 
on the Planning Commission has been 
increased to two councillors of the town, 
seven citizens of the town, one school 
trustee and one councillor of the Rural 
Municipality of Dauphin. Early 1970 
saw the entering into of a joint planning 
arrangement between the town and the 
rural municipality, covering an area 
surrounding the town. 

The area of Dauphin town today is 
approximately 1,880 acres, and the 
population is 8,776. Streets total 37.2 
miles of which 32 are surfaced - and 
there are 1.1 miles of concrete lanes; 
3l.5 miles of concrete sidewalk; 47.8 
miles of curb and gutter; 40 miles of 
water main and 226 fire hydrants. The 
water consumed daily is 900,000 gallons 
or 102 gallons per capita; there are 
2,631 premises connected to the water 
and sewer mains, meaning that Dauphin 
can boast of nearly 100 percent 
modernization. 

Pride of Dauphin citizens in their com
munity has been evidenced by the slogan 
of "Dauphin the Beautiful" in earlier 
years, the "The Friendly Town of Prog
ress and Beauty" adopted in 1961. 

Through the 1940's and 1950's this 
community achieved a reputation for its 
"firsts" in Manitoba: the first rural health 
unit, the first diagnostic unit, the first 
large school area administration, the first 
youth services council to centralize all 
youth activities, the first idea for cen
tralization of community activities through 
the DMCC project, the first tax-supported 
public library, and the first boys' and 
girls' band financed by tax levy. 

Dauphin was the birth place of the 
Manitoba Urban Association when this 
organization was formed in the fall of 
1949. Since then the town has been host 
to two MUA provincial conventions, in 
1953 and again in 1960- projects which 
set the pace for putting Dauphin on the 
map as a convention centre. Four Dauphin 

mayors have served as presidents, 
William L. Bullmore, Stewart E. McLean, 
Harold J. Mobberley and J. Hugh Dunlop. 
In 1960 Dauphin's secretary-treasurer, 
Eric C. Day, was president of the Man
itoba Municipal Secretary-Treasurers' 
association. 

Among other noteworthy municipal 
achievements, the minutes of the regular 
meeting of June 22, 1966 record a special 
resolution expressing appreciation of the 
town council to Ernest N. McGirr, Q.C., 
for "diligent and devoted service to the 
Town of Dauphin" during 50 years of con
tinuous service as solicitor for the town. 
His tenure of service began on June 22, 
1916 when the law firm of Simpson and 
McGirr was appointed to the position of 
town solicitor. 

The following population and assessment 
figures, at ten-year-intervals, are indic
ative of what can best be described as 
gradual but steady and progressive growth 
over the years: 

Real Property Business 
Year Population Assessment Assessment 
1901 1.135 $322,210 
1911 '2.815 1,508,610 . 
1920 3.908 2,565,570 $104,956 
1930 3.924 2,105,575 92,861 
1940 4.428 2,020,810 102,421 
1950 5.140 2,822,667 163,532 
1960 6.911 8,178,110 367,086 
1970 8.776 12,880,760 494,760 

It should be noted that re-assessment 
under the provincial assessment depart
ment's formula for evaluating land and 
buildings in terms of present-day values 
accounts for the big jump between 1950 
and 1960-but since then the increase 
has been due to extensive building activi
ties in all categories, residential, 
commercial, hospital and educational. 

The town's population topped the 7,000 
mark in 1961, and the 8,000 mark in 
1963-the latter being partly caused by 
the boundary changes which boosted the 
size of the town by 50 percent and added 
200 former rural residents to the town 
census. 

In the last 30 years Dauphin's budget 
estimates, at ten-year intervals, tell 
their own story of an urban population's 
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Cenotaph and Town Hall-1932 

demands for increased public services 
and facilities: 

Year Municipal School Waterworks 
1940 $94,467 $54,079. $45,963 
1950 184,408 101,095 54,530 
1960 333,002 171,756 86,825 
1970 744,055 407.209 241,958 

TOWN COUNCILS 1898-1970 

Robert (Bob) Fagen's 26 years of service 
as secretary-treasurer, from 1929 to 
1954- among many other duties-brought 
him into close contact with the planning 
of the Town of Dauphin's 50th anniver
sary in 1948. The fortunate consequence 
of this experience was that he realized 
how valuable a record of all the councils 
would be to future history-writing under
takings. As a result there is now main
tained in the Town office an up-to-date 
recording of all the mayors and councillors, 
entered with each year's installation. 

Not only do the pages of this record
book indicate the names of Dauphin mayors, 
councillors and secretary-treasurers, 
they also show the length of time each 
has served. The following have the longest 
terms: 

Mayors- William L. Bullmore, 10 years 
and two years as councillor; John E. 
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Ramsden, six years, and two years as 
councillor; D.D. McDonald, five years, 
and 14 years as councillor; Harold J. 
Mobberley, six years: W. E. Robson, 
four years, and four years as councillor; 
George King, three years, and four years 
as councillor. 

Councillors- David E. McLean, 26 
years, 1934 to 1961; Alfred Buckwold, 
22 years from 1945 to 1967; John 
Puchalski, 21 years; Samuel Solomon, 
17 years; James Anderson, 17 years; 
A. Bennett, 11 years, and one year as 
mayor. 

Secretary-treasurers- Robert Fagen, 
26 years, plus six years as councillor 
and two as mayor; J.W. Johnston, 23 
years; Eric C. Day, 15 years from ~955 
to the present; William Rintoul, eIght 
years. 

VILLAGE AND TOWN 
COUNCILS OF DAUPHIN 

1898 - mayor, George Barker; coun
cillors, Robert Hunt, David Sutherland, 
Albert Williscraft, Henry P. Nicholson; 
clerk, William Murray. 

1899 mayor, R.C. Brown; coun-



First Council Town of Dauphin· 1901 

cillors, Robert Hunt, H.P. Nicholson, 
David Moore, J.J. Manly; clerk, William 
Murray; secretary-treasurer, Wm. Rintoul. 

1900 - mayor, R.C. Brown and A.J. 
McPherson; councillors, H.P. Nicholson, 
D. Sutherland, Charles Hoy, E.A. Ramsay; 
secretary-treasurer, Wm. Rintoul. 

1901 - mayor, George King; councillors, 
J.E. Hedderley, C.F. Turner, R.C. Brown, 
John Walton; secretary-treasurer, Wm. 
Rintoul. 

1902 - mayor, George King; councillors, 
J.E. Hedderley, John Walton, R.C. Brown, 
C.F. Turner, Sid Coxworth, Robt. Smith, 
Wm. Whitmore, James Wait; secretary
treasurer, Wm. Rintoul. 

1903 - mayor, George King; councillors, 
J.E. HedderIey, R. Lilly, Dr. D.M. Lineham, 
C.F. Turner; secretary-treasurer, Wm. 
Rintoul. 

1904-mayor, C. F. Turner; councillors, 
J.E. Hedderley, Geo. Cameron, R.C. 
Brown, J. Griffin; secretary-treasurer, 
Wm. Rintoul. 

1905 - mayor, J.E. Hedderley; coun
cillors, Wm. Murray, Wm. Mills, J.G. 

Harvey, H.F. Caldwell; secretary-treasurer, 
Wm. Rintoul. 

1906 - mayor, J.E. HedderIey; coun
cillors, Wm. Murray, Wm. Mills, J.G. 
Harvey, H.F. Caldwell, Robt. Rutledge; 
secretary-treasurer, J.W. Johnston. 

1907 - mayor, J.G. Harvey; coun
cillors, H.F. Caldwell, Geo. Cameron, 
Wm. Mills, Robert Rutledge; secretary
treasurer,J. W.Johnston. 

1908 - mayor, J.G. Harvey; coun
cillors, H.F. Caldwell, D. Sutherland, 
Wm Mills, Robt. Rutledge; secretary
treasurer,J. W.Johnston. 

1909 - mayor, J. G. Harvey; councillors, 
H.F. Caldwell, Wm. Mills, Robt. Rut
ledge, Geo. Johnston, John Bryce, W.H. 
Wallace, J.A. Campbell, J. A. Ball; 
secretary-treasurer, J. W. Johnston. 

1910 - mayor, R.C. Sparling; coun
cillors, Robt. Rutledge, John Watson, 
Geo. Johnston, Wm. Mills, A.H.F. Stelck, 
J.A. Ball, J A. Campbell, D.D. McDonald; 
secretary-treasurer, J. W. Johnston. 

1911 - mayor, H.F. Caldwell, coun
cillors, Geo. Johnston, A.H.F. SteIck, 
D.D. McDonald, H. E. Hunt, Dr. E. 
Bottomley, T.T. Malcolm, Wm. BIackadar, 
John Watson; secretary-treasurer, J.W. 
Johnston. 

1912 - mayor, H.F. Caldwell; coun
cillors, John Watson, D. D. McDonald, 
Wm. Davis, Wm. Blackadar, Dr. E. 
Bottomley, T.T. Malcolm, H.E. Hunt; 
secretary-treasurer, J.W. Johnston. 

1913 - mayor, H.F. Caldwell, coun
cillors, Wm. BIackadar, R. Lilly, Geo, 
Johnston, H.E. Hunt, A. Bennett, Jas. 
Reid, T.T. Malcolm, D.D. McDonald; 
secretary-treasurer, J.W. Johnston. 

1914 mayor, Dr. E. Bottomley; 
councillors, Wm. Blackadar, James Reid, 
P.J. Beauchamp, Geo. Johnston, Chas 
Cooney, A. Bennett, R. D. Ferguson, D. 
D. McDonald; secretary-treasurer - J. W. 
Johnston. 

1915 - mayor, D.D. McDonald; coun
cillors, Geo. Johnson, P.J. Beauchamp, 
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J.J. Crowe, R.G. Ferguson, W. J. Free, 
H.V. Smith, S. Baird; secretary-treasurer, 
J.W. Johnston. 

1916 - mayor, George. Johnson; coun
cillors, A. Bennett, Geo. King, J. J. 
Crowe, H. V. Smith, John Bryce, Mark 
Cardiff, P. J. Beauchamp, S. Baird; 
secretary-treasurer, J. W. Johnston. 

1917 - mayor, J. L. Bowman; coun
cillors, J. J. Crowe, Geo. King, H. V. 
Smith, John Bryce, P. J. Beauchamp, 
W. J. Houston, R. Fagen; secretary
treasurer, J. W. Johnston. 

1918 - mayor, J. L. Bowman; coun
cillors, J. J. Crowe, John Bryce, W. J. 
Houston, R. Fagen, A. Bennett, R. J. 
Malcolm, Geo. King, S. F. Katz; sec
retary-treasurer, J. W. Johnston. 

1919 - mayor, J. L. Bowman; coun-

cillors, R. Fagen, H. V. Smith, W.S. 
Marsh, O.E. Heaslip, D.D. McDonald, 
Frank Neeley, C. W. McLachlin, H.A. 
Warner; secretary-treasurer, J. W. John
ston. 

1922 - mayor, H.V. Smith; councillors, 
R. Fagen, F. Neeley, D.D. McDonald, 
C.W. McLachlin, J.E. Wallwin, J.W. McKay, 
J.W. Skinner, W.S. Marsh; secretary
treasurer, J. W. Johnston. 

1923 - mayor, R. Fagen; councillors, 
D.D. McDonald, J. W. Skinner, C.W. Mc 
Lachlin, J.E. Wallwin, J.W. McKay, A.A. 
Brewer, Thos. Playford, E.C. Batty; 
secretary-treasurer, J.W. Johnston. 

1924 - mayor, R. Fagen; councillors, 
D.D. McDonald, J. E. Wallwin, J. W. 
Skinner, C.W. McLachlin, A.A. Brewer, 
E. C. Batty, Thos. Playford, A.A. Hoy; 
secretary-treasurer, J.W. Johnston. 

Mayors' Picture for Golden Jubilee - 1948 

cillors, J. J. Crowe, Thos. Jordan, W. J. 
Houston, R. Fagen, R. J. Malcolm, 
Geo. King, S. F. Katz, John Bryce; 
secretary-treasurer, J. W. Johnston. 

1920 - mayor, R. J. Malcolm; coun
cillors, R. Fagen, W. J. Houston, H. V. 
Smith, D. D. McDonald, W.S. Marsh, 
O.E. Heaslip, H.A. Warner, Thos, Jordan; 
secretary-treasurer, J.W. Johnston. 

1921 - mayor, R. J. Malcolm; coun-
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1925 - mayor, G.H. Palmer; coun
cillors, J. W. Skinner, A.A. Brewer, 
D.D. McDonald, E.C. Batty, A.A. Hoy, 
W.E. Robson, Dan Hamilton, W. D. King; 
secretary-treasurer, J. W. Johnston. 

1926 - mayor, G.H. Palmer; coun
cillors, A.A. Brewer, D.D. McDonald, 
J.W. Skinner, W.E. Robson, W.D. King, 

, A.A. Hoy, J.W. Bateman, Dan Hamilton; 
secretary-treasurer, J.W. Johnston. 



Town Council, Diamond Jubilee - 1958 

1927 - mayor, J.W. Skinner; councillors, 
A. A. Brewer, J. M. Bateman, J. T. Taylor, 
A. Bennett, D.D. McDonald, W.E. Robson, 
A.A. Hoy, W.D. King; secretary-treasurer, 
J.W. Johnston. 

1928 - mayor, J.W. Skinner; councillors, 
D.D. McDonald, A.A.Brewer, W. E. Robson, 
W.D. King, J. M. Bateman, A.A. Hoy, 
Thos, Clark, J. T. Taylor; secretary
treasurer, J. W. Johnston. 

1929 - mayor, W.E. Robson; coun
cillors, A.A. Brewer, J.M. Bateman, J.T. 
Taylor, A.H. Lepper, W.D. King, Thos, 
Clark, A.A. Hoy, A. Bennett; secretary
treasurer, R. Fagen. 

1930 - mayor - W.E. Robson; coun
cillors, A.A. Brewer, J.T. Taylor, A.F 
Whetter, A. Bennett, W.D. King, A.H. 
Lepper, Samuel Solomon, J.M. Bateman; 
secretary-treasurer, R. Fagen. 

1931 - mayor, W.E. Robson; coun
cillors, J.T. Taylor, J.M. Bateman, A.F. 
Whetter, John Puchalski, S. Solomon, 
J. R. McRae, W. D. King, A. J. Rawson; 
secretary-treasurer, R. Fagen. 

1932 - mayor - W.E. Robson; coun
cillors, Wallace Weir, A.J. Rawson, 
A.F. Whetter, T.T. Malcolm, John Puchal
ski, S. Solomon, J. R. McRae, John T. 
Taylor; secretary-treasurer, R. Fagen. 

1933 - mayor, A. Bennett; councillors, 
T.T. Malcolm, J.R. McRae, Wallace Weir, 
Howard M. Watson, John Puchalski, A.F. 
Whetter, S. Solomon, A.J. Rawson; secre
tary-treasurer, R. Fagen. 

1934 - mayor, D.D. McDonald; coun
cillors, J. T. Taylor, Peter Cowtun, A. J. 

Rawson, W.S. Marsh, H.M. Watson, John 
Puchalski, S. Solomon, J.R. McRae; 
secretary-treasurer, R. Fagen. 

1935 - mayor, D.D. McDonald; coun
cillors, S. Solomon, W.S. Marsh, A.A. 
Brewer, Peter Cowtun, H.M. Watson, 
N.A. Wilkinson, J.T. Taylor, David E. 
McLean; secretary-treasurer, R. Fagen. 

1936 - mayor, D.D. McDonald; coun
cillors, P. Cowtun, N.A. Wilkinson, John 
Puchalski, S. Solomon, H.M. Watson, 
D.E. McLean, J.E. Ramsden; secretary
treasurer, R. Fagen. 

1937 - mayor, D.D. McDonald; coun
cillors, A. Bennett, P. Cowtun, S. 
Solomon, J. E. Ramsden, John Puchalski, 
J.T. Taylor, H. M. Watson, D.E. McLean; 
secretary-treasurer, R. Fagen. 

1938 - mayor, John E. Ramsden; coun
cillors, D.E. McLean, John Puchalski, 
J.T. Taylor, Wm. Voss, M.S. Astwood 
H. Amos, D. Justice, A.H. Lepper; 
secretary-treasurer, R. Fagen. 

1939 - mayor, J.E. Ramsden; coun
cillors, H. Amos, A.H. Lepper, D. Justice, 
M.S. Astwood, John Puchalski, S. Solomon, 
D.E. McLean, J.T. Taylor; secretary
treasurer, R. Fagen. 

1940 - mayor, J.E. Ramsden; coun
cillors, S. Solomon, John Puchalski, D. E. 
McLean, D. Justice, H. Amos, A.H. 
Lepper, M.S. Astwood, J.T. Taylor; 
secretary-treasurer, R. Fagen. 

1941 - mayor, J. E. Ramsden; coun
cillors, M.S. Astwood, D. Justice, John 
Puchalski, S. Solomon, D. E. McLean, 
J.T. Taylor, A. H. Lepper, Thos. 
Hutchison; secretary-treasurer, R. Fagen. 

1942 - mayor, J.E. Ramsden; coun
cillors, M.S. Astwood, D. Justice, John 
Puchalski, S. Solomon, T. Hutchison, 
D.E. McLean, J. T. Taylor, A. H. Lepper; 
secretary-treasurer, R. Fagen. 

1943 - mayor, J.E. Ramsden; coun
cillors, D. Justice, Thos. Hutchison, 
John Puchalski, S. Solomon, W. K. Marsh, 
D. E. McLean, J. T. Taylor, A. H. 
Lepper; secretary-treasurer, R. Fagen. 
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Town Council Jubilee Year· 1948 

1944 mayor, Isaac C. Johnston; 
councillors, J. T. Taylor, Thos. Hutchison, 
John Puchalski, S. Solomon, W. K. Marsh, 
James Anderson, W. L. Bullmore, D. E. 
McLean; secretary-treasurer, R. Fagen. 

1945 mayor, I.C. Johnston; 
councillors, S. Solomon, John Puchalski, 
D.E. McLean, James Anderson, W. L. 
Bullmore, T. Hutchison, W. K. Marsh, 
J. A. Yurkiw; secretary-treasurer, R. 
Fagen. 

1946 - mayor, William L. Bullmore; 
councillors, S. Solomon, John Puchalski, 
D.E. McLean, Jas Anderson, J.A. Yurkiw, 
Alfred Buckwold, A.T. Warnock, A. J. 
Middleditch; secretary-treasurer, R. 
Fagen. 

1947 - mayor, W. L. Bullmore; coun
cillors, S. Solomon, D.E. McLean, John 
Puchalski, Jas. Anderson, Alf Buckwold, 
A.T. Warnock, A. J. Middleditch, M.W. 
Cryderman; secretary-treasurer, R. Fag
en. 

1948 - mayor, W.L. Bullmore; coun
cillors, S. Solomon, D. E. McLean, 
John Puchalski, Jas. Anderson, Alf Buck
wold, J.A. Yurkiw, Edward Johansen, 
Lloyd G. Sneath; secretary-treasurer, 
R. Fagen. 

1949 - mayor, W.L. Bullmore; coun
cillors, D.E. McLean, John Puchalski, 
Jas. Anderson, Alf Buckwold, J.A. Yurkiw, 
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Ed Johansen, L.G. Sneath, Clifford S. 
Robertson; secretary-treasurer R. Fagen. 

1950 - mayor, W.L. Bullmore; coun
cillors, D.E. McLean, John Puchalski, 
Jas. Anderson, Alf Buckwold, Ed Johansen, 
L.G. Sneath, C. S. Robertson, G. H. Munro; 
secretary-treasurer, R. Fagen. 

1951 - mayor, W. L. Bullmore; coun
cillors, D.E. McLean, John Puchalski, 
James Anderson, Alf Buckwold, Ed Johan
sen, L.G. Sneath, G. H. Munro, Fred 
S. Zaplitny; secretary-treasurer, R. 
Fagen. 

1952 - mayor, W. L. . Bullmore; coun
cillors, D.E. McLean, John Puchalski, 
Alf Buckwold, Ed Johansen, L.G. Sneath, 
G. H. Munro, F.S. Zaplitny, Michael 
F. Szewczyk; secretary-treasurer, R. 
Fagen. 

1953 - mayor, W.L. Bullmore; coun
cillors, D.E. McLean, Alf Buckwold, 
James Anderson, Ed Johansen, L. G. 
Sneath, M. F. Szewczyk; James S. Oli
phant, Jr., W. T. Sklepowich; secretary
treasurer R. Fagen. 

1954 - mayor, W.L. Bullmore; coun
cillors D.E. McLean, Alf Buckwold, 
James Anderson, Ed Johansen, L.G. 
Sneath, J. S. Oliphant Jr., W.T. Sklepo
wich, Daniel W. Hnatiuk; secretary
treasurer, R. Fagen. 



1955 - mayor, W.L. Bullmore; coun
cillors, D. E. McLean, Alf Buckwold, 
James Anderson, Ed Johansen, L. G. 
Sneath, W. T. Sklepowich, J.S. Oliphant 
Jr., D. W. Hnatiuk; secretary-treasurer, 
EricC. Day. 

1956 - mayor, Stewart E. McLean; 
councillors, D. E. McLean, James Ander
son, J.S. Oliphant Jr., W. T. Sklepowich, 
Alf Buckwold, Raymond W. Dicks, Basil 
Lazaruk, Clifford S. Robertson, John L. 
Tycholis (by election Feb. 3, 1956 to 
replace W. T. Sklepowich); secretary
treasurer, Eric Day. 

1957 - mayor, Stewart McLean; coun
cillors, D.E. McLean, James Anderson, 
J.S. Oliphant Jr., D. W. Hnatiuk, Alf 
Buckwold, Raymond Dicks, Basil Lazaruk, 
C.S. Robertson; secretary-treasurer, Eric 
Day. 

1958 - mayor, Stewart McLean; coun
cillors, D.E. McLean, J. S. Oliphant 
Jr., D. W. Hnatiuk,Alf Buckwold, Ray
mond Dicks, Basil Lazaruk, Mrs. D. D. 
(Ooney) Grant, Nicholas Shwets; sec
retary-treasurer, Eric Day. 

1959 - mayor, Harold J. Mobberley; 
councillors, James S. Oliphant Jr., 
Nicholas Shwets, Raymond Dicks, David 
McLean, Alf Buckwold, James Anderson 
Daniel Hnatiuk, Mrs. Ooney Grant; 
secretary-treasurer, Eric Day. 

1960 - mayor, H. J. Mobberley; coun
cillors, D. E. McLean, D. W. Hnatiuk, Alf 
Buckwold, Raymond Dicks, Mrs. Ooney 
Grant, Nick Shwets, James Anderson, 
Duncan H. McMillan; secretary-treasurer 
Eric Day. 

1961 - mayor, H.J. Mobberley; coun
cillors, Jas. Anderson, Alf Buckwold, 
Raymond Dicks, D. W. Hnatiuk, Mrs 
Ooney Grant, Nick Shwets, D. H. Mc 
Millan, Ernest L. Love; secretary-treasur
er, Eric Day. 

1962 - mayor, H. J. Mobberley; coun
cillors, D. W. Hnatiuk, Nick Shwets, Ray
mond Dicks (resigned on appointment as 
assistant secretary-treasurer), Alf Buck
wold, James Anderson, D. H. McMillan, 
John Tycholis, Gerald S. Porter, Mrs. 

Ooney Grant; secretary-treasurer Eric 
Day. 

1963 - mayor, H. J. Mobberley; council
lors, Alf Buckwold, Mrs. Ooney Grant, 
Gerald Porter, Dunc McMillan, John Ty
cholis, Andrew C. Newton, Fred Chaykow
ski, J. Leitch Stewart; secretary-treas
urer, Eric Day. 

1964 - mayor, H.J. Mobberley; coun
cillors, Alf Buckwold, Mrs. Ooney Grant 
Dunc McMillan, Gerald Porter, Fred 
Chaykowski, Andy Newton, Leitch 
Stewart, Nick Shwets; secretary-treasurer, 
Eric Day. 

1965 - mayor, Andrew C. Newton; 
councillors, Leitch Stewart, Fred Chay
kowski, Alf Buckwold, Adelard A. Balcaen, 
Gerald Porter, Dunc McMillan, Nick 
Shwets, John Tycholis; secretary
treasurer, Eric Day. 

1966 - mayor, J. Hugh Dunlop; coun
cillors, Fred Chaykowski, A. Clifford 
Matthews, John Tycholis, Dunc Mc 
Millan, Ad Balcaen, Alf Buckwold, Walter 
Bialobzyski, Leitch Stewart; secretary
treasurer, Eric Day. 

1967 - mayor, Hugh Dunlop; coun
cillors, Alf Buckwold, Dunc McMillan, 
Leitch Stewart, Ad Balcaen, Walter 
Bialobzyski, Cliff Matthews, Andy 
Newton, Nick Shwets; secretary-treasurer, 
Eric Day. 

1968 - mayor, Hugh Dunlop; coun
cillors Dunc McMillan, Leitch Stewart, 
Ad Balcaen, Walter Bialobzyski, Nick 
Shwets, Harold W. Harris, - Lawrence 
A. Milner, Peter Moroz; secretary
treasurer, Eric Day. 

Town Hall on fire ·1917 
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Dauphin Volunteer Fire Brigade ·1902 

1969 - mayor, Hugh Dunlop; coun- Neighbors succeeded in awakening the 
cillors, Dunc McMillan, Walter Bialobzy- firemen in time so they could shinny 
ski, Nick Shwets, Harold Harris, Law- down the centre pole and escape with 
rence Milner, Andy Newton, Peter Moroz, their lives but there was no way they 
John Tycholis; secretary-treasurer, Eric could save the building. Since that time 
Day. the fire hall has been located in the two 

1970 - mayor, Andrew C. Newton; 
councillors, Lawrence Milner, Dunc Mc 
Millan, Walter Bialobzyski, Nick Shwets, 
Peter Moroz, John Tycholis, Fred Chay
kowski, Ernest F. Ryz; secretary
treasurer, Eric Day. 

DAUPHIN FIRE DEPARTMENT 

The Centennial project of the Town 
of Dauphin-marking both the Centennial 
years of 1967 and 1970- is the con
struction of a new Fire Hall and Police 
Station. Completion of the project is 
planned for 1970. 

It was back in 1898 that the Volun
teer Fire Brigade was started in Dauphin. 
The first fire hall was located where the 
town hall now stands. On a Sunday 
morning, January 1904 fire broke out 
with the firemen asleep in the rooms above. 
They had fought a fire in the Barker 
block the night before (the block where 
the Dauphin Hotel was later built). 
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storey building erected in 1905. 

When the Fire Brigade was started 
72 years ago with Robert Hunt as chief, 
hand pumps were used with hose and 
buckets. Then a gasoline pumper was 
acquired with underground reservoirs 
located throughout the town. The hose 
reels had to be pulled by hand. Now 
hydrants are placed conveniently to 
cover the whole town. 

Horse-drawn pumpers in early days 
were used by livery stables. When the 
fire bell rang the stables in town raced 
to reach the fire first. The first one 
was paid for the trip. 

A 1917 Chev model T fire fighting unit 
was Dauphin's first motorized fire wagon 
in 1919. Many years later it was moved 
to Sifton, but in 1964 the fire department 
members brought it back to use as a 
prize model for their annual Fire Pre
vention Week displays. 

One of the earlier pictures of the 
volunteer fire brigade-taken in 1919 
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Dauphin Fire Hall - 1903 

just after the first motor fire truck 
had been purchased showed the members 
in their fire fighting garb: Fire Chief 
Ed Batty. H. V. Smith. Richard C. 
Smith. Jim Oliphant Sr.. Sam Sand
gren. Joe Barker. Blake Phillips. Dan 
McArthur. Ed Mayo. Archie Hoy. With 
them were Wm. "Chappie" Chapman. town 
hall caretaker; and James Toner. chief 
constable of the town. 

Forty years later. a similar picture 
was taken after the purchase of the 
1958 La France pumper unit had in
creased the departments motorized equip
ment to three trucks. The 18 man volun
teer brigade included Fire Chief Gord 
Harrison. Assistant George Scott. Gerry 

Dorman. Ted Neill. Don Longmuir. Bob 
Chesney. Harvey Buckwold, Dick Nee!. 
Don Porter, Sam Warner, Dawson 
Sisson, Jack Brander, Cecil Bell, Harold 
Mobberley, Jim Beaton, Norm Keats. 
Dunc McMillan, Gord Seeley. The 
fire hall had been enlarged to provide 
three stalls, and also a meeting room 
for the firemen. 

Present equipment of the Dauphin Fire 
Department includes a 1948 Bickel-Sea
grave fire-fighting unit, a 1936 Chev 
ladder wagon and a 1964 Ford rescue 
unit. A 1958 Fargo la France fire
fighting unit has a capacity of 625 
gallons per minute. Among its equip
ment the department has a pneolator 
type of resuscitating machine. 

Department members attend provin
cially sponsored fire schools every spring 
to learn latest methods of fire-fighting 
and life-saving. The 24-man department has 
held weekly practices every Wednesday 
evening for years, and inspection of 
business and public buildings is one of 
the many fire prevention projects carried 
out by these volunteer members. 

Fire chiefs over the years have included 
Robert Hunt. Ed Batty, Archie Hoy. 
H.V. Smith, Frank Bumstead, Gordon 
McQuarrie. Hilliard Wright, Jim Oliphant 
Jr .. Gordon Harrison since 1950. 

Dauphin Volunteer Fire Dept. - 1958 
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DAUPHIN PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The picture of library service in 
Dauphin up to 1926 was pretty grim, 
according to Mrs. Kathleen Everall, 
"Mrs. Librarian" of Dauphin. The library 
consisted of a few shelves in Hopwood's 
store containing about 100 books and these 

up a committee to survey the situation, 
with the object in view of establishing 
a public library with adequate facilities. 
The Manitoba Library Act at that time 
offered no support, the Carnegie fund 
was no longer available, and the estab
lishing of a locally owned co-operative 
library required the initial capital of 

Dauphin Public Library· 1958 

were mostly light novels, available on pay
ment of a small fee to join, and five cents 
per book to borrow. 

For young readers there were libraries 
in the Sunday schools and the school 
classrooms. Not even the collegiate had 
a properly equipped library where students 
could sit at tables and use reference 
books from up-to-date stock. The 
grant to schools for library books was in 
the neighborhood of $10 to $15 per room. 
To further deepen the gloom, a fire razed 
the Mackenzie school in 1926 and took 
with it not only the two school libraries 
of the elementary and high schools, but 
also books belonging to teachers and 
·students. 

Most homes boasted one or more book
cases and book shelves, and books were 
exchanged and loaned freely. Books were 
favored gifts at Christmas and birth
days and these were to pass through 
many hands before worn out. Only other 
source was a rotating library of several 
thousand books owned by the Manitoba 
Wheat Pool, and used by their members 
only. 

The Dauphin Council of Women set 
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$3,000 toward which the Council had a 
nest-egg of only $200. Finding the road 
to an adequate library blocked at every 
turn, a group of book-minded and book 
hungry people decided to form a book 
circle. At a public meeting in the 
collegiate auditorium to which 80 to 90 
people came, it was decided that steps 
must be taken to form a Library board. 
board. 

On December 8, 1930 a meeting was 
called for the purpose of organizing a 
library, to be kept up by membership 
fees. Chairman of that auspicious meet
ing was H.J. Everall, school inspector; 
secretary, Joe Wicklund, teacher; 
treasurer, Mary Clay, teacher. Rules 
were laid down and the following movers 
and seconders appear on the records: 
RM. Stevenson, Roy Watt, Thos, Little, 
Mrs. C. Padley, Mrs. M. W. Gordon, 
Frank Roy, A.H.F. Stelck, C. Merrick, 
Mrs. J. N. McFadden, H.N. Macneill, 
E. Whitmore. Thirty-eight members joined, 
and with a membership fee of $2 per 
person the board had $76 in the treasury. 

The first Library board was established 
in January, 1931 and on it were RM. 



Stevenson, Thos, Little, Mrs. Roy Watt, 
Mary Clay, two-year term; Mrs. J. N. 
McFadden, Frank Roy, Rev. A. Lochead, 
Joe Wicklund, one-year term; R.M. 
Stevenson, chairman; and Merle Arm
strong, secretary-librarian. 

The library opened in Little's business 
college, then in the Ramsey-Wright 
building, one room of which was made 
available to them two afternoons after 
four o'clock and three evenings for one. 
hour. Books were purchased and shelves 
built, donations and loans of books followed, 
a box of fifty books arrived from a travelling 
library and the board was in business. 
When Mr. Little required the room, 
Gerald Porter provided space in his 
store until he, too, needed his room, 
Town council in 1934 granted use of the 
council chambers. Here they stayed 15 
years. 

Councillor, Sam Solomon, library chair
man spearheaded efforts to take advantage 
of new municipal regulations pro
vided for library operations on July 
1, 1948. In the civic elections of 1948 
Dauphin voted for a tax-supported lib
rary. This library, the first of its kind 
in Manitoba under the new Manitoba 
Libraries' Act, was opened in the rented 
quarters of the Legion building in August, 
1949. 

The Dauphin Library served not only 
Dauphin during its regime in the council 
chambers, but also surrounding towns to 
whom parcels of books were sent. Small 
branches were maintained at Sifton and 
Ste. Rose for a time. Neepawa obtained 
help from Dauphin in establishing its 
library. McCreary, Roblin and Gilbert 
Plains W.I. libraries went in with Dauphin 
in a purchasing pool, each putting in $25. 
Four blocks of books were purchased 
and circulated, changing every three 
months, and at the end of the year 
each library kept one box. 

During the war when the airports were 
open in Dauphin, reduced fees were allowed 
airmen and their wives, and books were 
donated until other sources were open 
to the service personnel. Several members 
of the Dauphin Library Association held 
memberships in the Manitoba Library 
Association. Mrs. J.N. McFadden re-

presented the board at the meetings, and 
was chosen to be a member of the library 
committee active in collecting books for 
the army, navy and air force. 

In September 1945 through the efforts 
of the Library board, the Youth Services 
committee and Mrs. Leitch Stewart, the 
Junior library was established. Fees 
were set at 25 cents for children, 50 
cents for high school students; no space 
was available for books for children 
under 8 at this time but this was only 
a beginning. Books were purchased at 
a nominal price and the library opened, 
with Walter Fordyce assisting greatly 
on the finance committee. 

With the increased grants provided 
through the Manitoba Libraries' Act of 
1948 the new board of the Dauphin Public 
Library purchased the assets of the two 
libraries-3,OOO books from the senior 
and 1,000 from the junior-increased the 
service hours and proceeded to function 
under the new legislation. A reading room 
and reference library was set up along 
with the junior library, and in no time 
the board was looking for larger quarters. 

In 1958 the Dauphin Lions Club built 
the present beautiful building located 
at the corner of Main Street and Fifth 
avenue NE- the first one built for library 
use in north-western Manitoba. At a formal 
opening on November 15, 1958 the Lions 
presented it to the Town of Dauphin for 
a library. 

The reference section and the Teens 
section are in the main library, the junior 
library is in a bright, airy room in the 
basement. There are books for pre
schoolers, for new readers, as well as 
books for parents to read to children, 
reference sections for juniors and seniors, 
reading courses for Brownies and Guides, 
a story hour in the winter months, a 
radio program entitled "a look at books" 
and displays of art and flower arrange
ments to attract the citizens of this area 
in through its doors. 

Already the members of the board 
are looking for an addition to the 
present building in order that it may 
serve the ever increasing patrons more 
adequately, for the future. 
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TOWN BAND HISTORY 

The history of the town band began in 
1910 when the far-sighted town fathers 
brought Professor William McMurray 
from Scotland to organize and conduct in 
Dauphin. The townspeople were very fort
unate to have such a man, because he not 
only raised a family of talented musicians 
who contributed much to the cultural life 
of Dauphin and the training of Dauphin 
youth, but through his diverse talents he 
was able to organize and train orchestras 
as well as bands. 

A few of the people whose lives were en
hanced by William McMurray's influence 
from 1910 were Elmer McNabb, Jim Hall, 
Jack Johnston, Bert White, Bert Law, 
Russell Thompson, Lee Johnston, Gordon 
Cox, Frank Law, Harry Stark, Frank Rin
toul, Bill McMurray, Jim Gardiner, Char
lie Caldwell, Russ Gardiner, Wes Evans, 
John Colville, Frank Bumstead, Frank 
Kilgour, Herb Ferguson, Harry Caldwell, 
Jim Argue, Bill Dennison, Bill Rintoul, 
Issac Johnston, Orville Struthers, Mark 
Cardiff, M. Theome and George Clary, 
as well as countless orchestral students. 

Jack McMurray inherited the band from 
his father, and through his fine training 
he was able to carry the band on to win 
many awards and trophies in Brandon and 
other centres. Some of the musicians 
trained by Jack were Everett Brickman, 
Clark Snodgrass, Monte Little. Alf Harp
ham, Jim Douglas, Ken McQuarrie, Ed 
Robson, Dud Little, John Strachan, 
Edgar Weaver, Gordon Cox, Earl Chase, 
Vic Cox, Tom Little, Bill Cox, Leonard 
Stelck, Graham Murray, Otta McMurray, 
Bert Penman, Allan Lafontaine, Carl La
fleur, Earl Smith, Gordon Crowe, Lloyd 
Watson, Bob Gorby, Allan Solomon, Art 
Pollon and Dan Craig. 

Jack McMurray led the band from before 
1928 to 1951. There were some hard and 
lean time'S for musicians during the World 
War II years. He had help from Walter 
Fordyce, who acted as band manager, 
and William Bullmore (a former trombone 
player). 

Upon his release from active service in 
the air force, Dr. Vern Watson resettled in 
Dauphin. After teaching band children 
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free of charge for three years, in June 
1950, he and D. D. McDonald approached 
the Dauphin Town Council with a plan for 
a training program which would keep the 
band supplied with new players each 
year. This involved teaching twice week
lyon basic theory and the chosen in
struments. 

A plan was formulated. so that the Boys' 
and Girls' Band would be supported by 
town taxation. In 1951, an act was passed 
by the Manitoba Legislature for establish
ment and maintenance of a band in Dau
phin. E. N. McGirr, KC, Dauphin mem
ber, put through the bill, which called 
for a minimum budget of $1,600 annually, 
paying for a bandmaster and assistant 
teachers. Taxation rate is half a mill on 
the dollar on the assessed value of the 
land. The budget also served to keep in
struments repaired. allowed for the pur
chase of one large instrument per year 
and the gradual building of a good mus
ical library-and, since 1963 purchase of 
the attractive blue and gold uniforms 
and band caps worn by the members at 
all performances. This gave Dauphin an
other first in Manitoba and possibly in all 
of Canada. 

Certain instruments, the less expen
sive ones, are owned by the pupils, while 
the band program has an extensive long
term purchase plan for the larger in
struments. This allows the band to play 
music of the highest calibre. Children 
begin their lessons in grade four and con
tinue through high school. They are given 
group instruction on their lessons for three 
years once weekly, and after gaining a 
certain proficiency, they are accepted in
to the Junior Band. 

The Senior Band is the show band of the 
community and the goal of the individual 
student. Members of the band have particc 
ipated in the Dauphin, Brandon and Win
nipeg Music Festivals. They have attended 
band programs at the International Music 
Camp. They have been members of the 
Manitoba All-Province Band and the 
National Youth Orchestra. David Watson 
has been a member of the Winnipeg, Re
gina and Vancouver Symphony Orchest
ras as well as the CBC Winnipeg Concert 
Orchestra. Eric Watson. the son of Lloyd 
Watson. is a member of the Navy Band in 



Halifax. Victor Lee is on a Master of 
Music course at the University of British 
Columbia. Some present band members 
are now of the second generation, their 
mothers and fathers having played in the 
band in earlier days. 

Through the years since 1951, succeeding 
Jack McMurray, the bandmasters have 
been Clifford Sea by and Bud Hafstein. 
George Zradicka began his present 
post in 1953. George came to Dauphin with 
a background of band work in the Can
adian navy and professional playing in 
Halifax and Winnipeg. He had given him
self unstintingly to the band programs in 
Dauphin, Gilbert Plains and Grandview. 
Under his direction, the band has won 
many awards and trophies in competition 
in Brandon, Kamsack, York ton and Nee
pawa. The band has performed in parades, 
at fairs, at political rallies, at festivals, 
and two annual town concerts. Many hun
dreds of children have partaken of this 
opportuni ty. 

His assistants have been Const. David 
Keele, Ray Presunka and Bruce Balchen. 
Dr. Vern Watson has been assistant and 
teacher since 1951 as well as being a mem-

ber of the band committee. The band com
mittees have always been composed of 
keenly interested citizens: D. E. McLean, 
D. W. Hnatiuk, J. E. McNabb, Miss Mary 
Hamilton, Mrs. L. E. Argue, M. F. Szew
czyk, G. H. Munro, A. Buckwold, P. Mizi
brocky, W. D. Fordyce, Dr. C. S. Robert
son, R. L. McMillan, J. S. Oliphant Jr., 
V. F. Sanderson, C. J. Volk, D. H. Mc
Millan, J. C. McMurray, M. Kozak, N. 
Shwets, P. Moroz and Fred Chaykowski. 
The present-day band committee mem
bers are Dan Hnatiuk, chairman, Peter 
Smaluk, secretary-treasurer, Ken Cairnie, 
Ernie Ryz, Russ McMillan, Fred Chaykow
ski and Vern Watson. 

Robert G. Smith held the distinction 
of being the only businessman who started 
up with the town in 1896, as harness 
maker in a building just north of where 
the Kings Hotel was built. Another early
days harness maker was Jim McDowell, 
who was originally located in the Lilly 
Block which was taken over in 1908 
by the Lampard and Baird butcher business. 

First meeting of Lake Dauphin Fishermen at Hamilton Hotel· 1929. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

Education 

OLD DAUPHIN SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 531 

The Old Dauphin school district was 
formed in 1888, thus became· the oldest 
school district in the area. It would ap
pear that many stormy meetings were 
held in order to reach an agreement on 
the location of the new school. A particu
larly exciting one was held in the home 
of Sam Perry, with David McIntosh and 
J. H. Bigham leading the opposing forces. 

These differences of opinion caused de
lay but finally in the winter and spring of 
1889-1890 the school w.as built and opened, 
with J. B. Fawcett in charge and having 
the distinction of being the first school 
instructor in the Dauphin area. The first 
inspectors were Rev. J. M. Wellwood, 
T. M. Maguire, A. W. Hooper, and E. H. 
Walker, according to records up to 1910. 

The secretary's books, beginning with 
1889, were turned in to the Dauphin-Ochre 
board office when the school closed 
its doors at the end of the school term in 
1961; Joe Arthurs was the last custodian 
of the books. Mrs. R. McNaughton was 
the school's last teacher. 

An old attendance report signed by the 
teacher, Miss Margaret Fortune, gives 
the enrollment as 19 for the first half of 
1900; no classes were held in January, 
February and March, school in rural areas 
usually being closed for these winter 
months. 

Early records indicate that teachers 
before the turn of the century were Nettie 
Stead, Jas. Harris, John Gorby, W. T. 
Halpenny, Mr. Edith Manly. Their salary 
was mostly in the $40-a-month range. 
Among the other teachers who have 
served Old Dauphin district we can name 
Miss Weatherhead, Miss Parker, A. E. 
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Kidd, Mary McDonald, Cora Lee, Miss· 
Chute, Mrs. Chipman, Miss Bigham, Miss 
Cornwall, Miss Murchie, Miss R. Simp
son, Miss Stevenson, Miss Hall, Kathleen 
Dewar, Isabella Dresser. . 

Andrew Malcolm was an early secre
tary, J. B. Robson had the office for many 
years, earliest noted being 1909. R. Big
ham, R. J. Malcolm and S. Perry were on 
the early boards. Other trustees noted: 
C. W. McLachlin, Andrew Armstrong, 
Mr. Murphy, R. McDonald, J. G. Church, 
W. R. Buchanan, Wm. Ferguson, Harry 
Edwards, George Cornwall, Allan Church, 
E. W. Watson, Wyman Arthurs. 

The first school was on land bordering 
on what is now called the old lake road 
and owned by a man by the name of Lewis: 
A stormy session prevailed for a time in 
1900 when the question of moving the 
school or repairing it arose. The decision 
to move the school and build a new one was 
reached but the ratepayers protested: in 
the vote it was necessary for the inspector, 
A. W. Hooper, to cast the deciding vote. 
He was supposed to have selected the 
same site, but when the new school was 
opened in 1902 it was located one and a half 
miles further north. It is noted that the 
Old Dauphin ladies bought a piano for the 
school. 

Problems of salary to be paid teachers 
arose then as they do now, but by 1919 the 
per-annum rate had reached $600. An item 
records that the trustees of this school 
were on the point of sending a letter to 
the Department of Education complain
ing that the inspector was aiding and 
abetting the teachers to request more 
salary, threatening to quit if raises were 
not forthcoming. She was a good teacher 



Old Dauphin School 

obviously, because she got the raise, up 
to $900 before she left. 

VERMILLION SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 613 

Records and dates relating to the Ver
million school district are not available 
to any degree, but it is known this dis
trict was formed as No. 613 on March 6, 
1890. The school, just west of town, was 
located near Salt Creek on the NW quar
ter 16-25-19 and entered into consolidation 
with the Dauphin School District No. 905 
in January 1902. Of teachers and trustees 
in that period we have no source of infor
mation. 

Of pioneers, we hear of J. E. Playford 
who homesteaded on the NW quarter of 
section 16-25-19, across from Gavin Strang, 
who had come from the Touchwood Hills 
in Saskatchewan to take up a homestead 
in 1895. 

Captain Wm. T. McIntosh, a veteran of 
the North West Rebellion, filed on the SW 
quarter 22-25-19 and was granted the NE 
quarter of the same section as scrip 
land for his military service. His brother, 
David, obtained the remaining two quar
ters of the same section in the same way. 
In 1906, John Buchannon arrived from 
Parry Sound, Ontario and bought the cap
tain's half. His sons George and Victor, 
after serving in World War I, took up farm
ing-George, the SW quarter, and Vic on 
the SE quarter. 

James McDowell took uP. the NW quar
ter of 15-25-19, farmed it briefly, sold it 
and took up harness making in the town 

of Dauphin. A man by the name of Ste
wart filed on the SW quarter of 15-25-19, 
he traded the land to Bob Wishart from the 
Touchwood Hills in Saskatchewan, for a 
team of horses. 

James Blackmore homesteaded on SE 
15-25-19 in 1886, sold out to Bob Gibson who 
also owned the NE quarter. The south half 
of this section is now almost taken up by 
the town of Dauphin and it is here the 
Macneill school is built. 

Section 10-25-19 has an interesting his
tory, of this land G. W. J. Barker secured 
the NE and NW quarters, minus the areas 
occupied by the railway station, the CNR 
right-of-way and the village of Dauphin. 
The Barker holdings were finally bought 
by the Mackenzie and Mann Company for 
$9,000. The portion at the north end of the 
town was known as the Company Farm. 
Here the company built a long barn, 
which was used for wintering horses and 
it became something of a show place. 

The SW quarter of 10 was taken up by 
William Whitmore in 1886 and here he 
built the Canadian Northern Hotel which 
was later purchased by Dan Hamilton 
and was known for fifty years as the Ham
ilton Hotel, now the Towers. 

Bob Ferguson, another veteran of the 
North-West Rebellion, picked up the SW 
quarter of 14 and received the NW quar
ter as scrip land. Fred Johnston filed on 
the NW quarter of 12-25-20, later pur
chased by Harry G. Hughes. In 1889, be
fore the town of Dauphin was surveyed, 
Bob Malcolm filed on the NE quarter of 
14-25-20. Chas McLean cleared the NE 
quarter of 21-25-19, sold out and moved 
on. 

James Shand arrived in the spring of 
1886, filed on the NE quarter and bought 
the SE quarter of 16-25-19. James Buchan
non, from Perry Sound, Ontario, bought 
the SE quarter from Shand, later this 
became the CNR right-of-way. Thomas 
F. Playford came west in 1889 and filed 
on the SW quarter of 16-25-19, cleared most 
of it and then sold to John Fisher, who 
had been farming near .portage la Prai
rie. A few years later Fisher sold to 
Wm. Buchannon and bought the east 
half 5-25-19 from Robert Cruise. 
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Around 1890 Bob Smith came to Dau
phin from Winnipeg where he had been 
in real estate, and bought the east half 
of section 8-25-19 from the Hudson Bay 
Company, about a mile west of town. He 
later bought the NW quarter for his ne
phew, Robert Boyd. The enterprising Mr. 
Smith started the first sheep farm in the 
area on his land, and later became the 
first town magistrate. 

The NW quarter of 9-25,-19 has the dis
tinction of being the only piece of real 
estate known which had its title trans
ferred, not in pencil, or charcoal, or ink, 
nor blood, but in tea, strong tea. William 
Buchannon of Parry Sound, Ontario pur
chased the property from Paul Woods in 
1889. In the absence of agents, lawyers, 
legal advice and ink, the two gentlemen 
made the transfer themselves at the 
agreed price of $100 and signed the docu
ment with a pen dipped in strongly 
brewed tea. 

Thomas Parsons filed on the west half 
of 28-25-19 in 1886, Albert Johnston on the 
SE quarter of the same section in 1889, 
James Campbell picked up the NE quar
ter in 1893. 

Nathaniel Roszell with his wife and 
family came to Dauphin from Mount 
Forest, Ontario, in 1899. He settled on the 
south half of 27-25-19 and became the first 
farmer in the area to build himself a 
large brick house. Along with this 10-
room house he built a barn large enough 
to house 22 horses and herd of cattle. He 
brought to the farm from Ontario the first 
flock of sheep on this side of the moun
tain, and also erected the first wind 
mill. 

GARTMORESCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 629 

Gartmore school district has a bit of fa
cinating history all its own. But for the 
hand of fate it might now embody the 
town of Dauphin. As a village in the early 
history of the district it vied for those 
honors with its neighbor, Old Dauphin. 
Like two pint-sized pugilists they faced 
off until big brother, Railroad, stepped 
in to act as referee in 1896. Neither place 
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was deemed suitable and a spot midway 
between them was chosen for the pre
sent town, and both groups of residents 
had to move. 

Gartmore School District No 629 was 
organized in 1891 with Joseph Buzza as 
chairman, P. H. Chipman secretary
treasurer, Stewart Geekie trustee, P.J. 
Beauchamp auditor. The site chosen was 
NW 29-24-19 and on it was constructed 
the first school, of logs, at a cost of $150 
which included desks, blackboard and 
stove. 

The first teacher in the district was 
Jane Iredale; second Minnie Tucker who 
married Duncan McDonald and lived on 
SW 32-24-19; Mr. Harris the third; John 
Gorby the fourth. 

The board of trustees then encountered 
difficulty in securing a qualified teacher 
and in 1897 hired Miss Annie Maynard who 
had her grade ten to take on those duties. 
The agreement was that she be engaged on 
a three-month trial basis at a salary of 
$15 per month and if the arrangement 
proved satisfactory she would carryon 
for another three-months and this she 
did. Among the Gartmore teachers over 
the years were Clarence Merrell, Sarah 
Fisher, Alex Sutherland, Sarah E. Strang, 
Fairy Young, Alice Church (Mrs. W. S. 
McCrae), Jennie Church (Mrs. Wyman 
Arthurs), Alma Castle, Gertrude Tilly, 
Olga Helash, Mrs. Kay, Olive Mayberry 
(Mrs. W. Cruise), Ruth Esplen (Mrs. Ernie 
Fair), Gertrude McInnis, Mrs. Frank Tyn
dall, Hazel Bassett, Lillian Rust, Edith 
Rust. 

The pupils of Gartmore outgrew the little 
log school house in a few years, it was sold 
to Sam Katz and moved to NW 5-25-19 
and a new frame school house appeared 
on NW 32-24-19. This served the area un
til its assimilation into the Dauphin
Ochre Area in 1958. William E. Fisher, 
Dmetro Todoruk and Mrs. Steve Beyko 
comprised the board in its closing chap
ter. Among those who served the district 
in this way over the years were Neil Mc
Donald, Matt Lee, Thomas Whitmore 
Charlie McDonald, Alex Neill, Bob 
Lee. 

* * * 



In the spring of 1884 Neil McDonald 
and sons Charlie, Duncan and Jack ar
rived in the district from Woodhouse, 
Manitoba and took up homesteads on 
three quarters of 32-24-19. Son John took 
out land elsewhere. 

Tom and Harry Whitm'ore arrived in 
the district in 1884, having visited it the 
previous year on an exploration party. 
Harry Whitmore settled on NE 4-25-19 
with his young wife. Their first baby, a 
daughter (Mrs. Maude Astbury) was the 
first white child born in the district. Others 
in the Harry Whitmore' family were Daisy 
(Mrs. Wm. Morley), John, Emma, Nel
lie and William. 

Chester and Noel Ross came out from 
England early in the spring of 1888 and 
bought the east half of 5-25-19 from the 
CPR, west across the river from Art 
Rampton's. The Ross boys built them
selves a fair sized log house and barn, 
the latter being located in the river flat 
which gave them trouble when the river 
was high. Their sister Grace came out and 
spent some time with them and gave 
the pioneers of the district much pleas
ure with her music. She played several in
struments but her violin music delighted 
most as she played for dances and also 
gave lessons. One who took advantage of 
the lessons was Charlie McDonald and 
he passed the knowledge on to son Mal-
colm. The Ross boys and their sister sold 
the farm to Robert Cruise and went back 
to England. 

Alex and Cynthia Birss came to the 
Gartmore district around 1900 to be with 
the Neil McDonald family. Mrs. Birss 
was a daughter of the McDonalds. Alex 
Birss' barn was a dug-out in the ground, 
remains of which can still be seen. Their 
homestead was located on NW 32-24-19. 

Tom Whitmore filed on SW 4-24-19 and 
here he and his wife, Minnie Bigham, 
raised their family of five, Hazel, Bur
ton, Gladys, Edith and George. Other 
residents of this farm were Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward Hewett and Harry. It was later 
sold to Vernon Rampton. 

In 1886 the Matt Lee family located on 
SW 3-25-19. When they retired son Robert 
assumed the duties of the farm. 

On NW 33-24-19, Mr. and Mrs. Merritt 
Spillett pioneered. When they retired it 
was purchased by Arthur and Albert 
French of Sitton. 

Charles McDonald, son of Neil, home
steaded on NE 32-24-19 in 1886, leaving in 
1888 for an expedition into the Klondike 
with the Glen Campbell clan in search of 
gold. He contracted scurvy, the search 
proved fruitless otherwise, so he decided 
there was more gold in Gartmore than in 
the Klondike. He married Charlotte Fras
er Stewart, and they had six children, 
Stewart, Mary (Mrs. McDonald), Hec
tor, Norman, Malcolm and Mae (Mrs. 
Wm. Hurry). 

The village of Gartmore featured two 
stores at one time - the Hudson Bay built on 
D. A. McDonald's farm on SW 32-24-19. 
The Ross brothers opened one on Thom
as Whitmore's land on 4-25-19. A stopping 
house on the W. R. Bayliss land provi
ded lodging and meals for weary travel
lers enroute to their homestead. 

Following is a list of other pioneers who 
came to Gartmore to make their homes, 
this list is supplied without years of 
arrival: Mr. and Mrs. Dan Sinclair on 
NE 33-24-19; Malcolm Cameron on NE 
34-24-10; Tom Hedderly on NW 4-24-19; 
Mr. and Mrs Fred Smith on NE 32-24-19: 
Mr. and Mrs Bill Johnston on SW 33-24-19; 
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Miller on SW 33-24-19; 
Robert Farrell, NW 28-24-19. 

WILSON RIVER SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 688 

The Wilson River School District was 
established in August 1892 with an en
rollment which included the Boughens, 
the McLeans and the Hassards. First 
trustees were John Macneill, James Hass
ard and George Hassard. W. T. Halpen
ny, Frank Kilty, Maud Coulter, Michael 
Campbell and Susan Godkin were among the 
early teachers. Trustees over the years 
have included A. Parker, C. Kilty and 
B. F. Boughen; John Macneill served 
as secretary-treasurer from 1892 until 
1897. 

Among familiar names on the ros-
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ter of the school are Arthur, Rose and 
Tom Boughen, George and Mary Has
sard, Lorne and James McKillop, Jim 
McQuay, Percy and Bert Hayes, Tom 
Brown, George Waite, Playfords, W. 
Jones, W. Boughen, the McLean brothers, 
among them David. 

In 1897 the first New Canadians en
rolled: Michael Jarowmy, Karolina 
Rzesniswka, Mikolaj Ryz, and Peotr Rol
ski. In connection with the Ukrainian 
immigration W. Jones, an old-time re
sident of the district, relates: Five famil
ies came over in 1896 and settled on the 
farm now occupied by N. Rolsky on the 
bank of the Wilson river. The Ryz and 
the Rolsky families of this district with 
the Reznosky family of Dauphin were 
three of those five. The following spring 
the immigration began in earnest, the 
first year of the railway saw them com
ing in hundreds. The railway housed them 
in horse tents and boxcars on the site of 
the present village of Valley River. 

Then under government supervision 
the families were assigned their home
steads and, one by one, moved on. It 
was slow work as each homestead had 
to have a road cleared to it. The men 
worked in gangs, cleared the roads, 
put up a crude shelter on each farm, then 
moved on. The women followed, plastered 
the houses with clay and made them ha
bitable. 

In February 1909 disaster struck the 
district of Wilson River when the school 
house burned down. There was to have 
been an entertainment that evening and 
a number of the lads of the district were 
at the building making the final arrange
ments. Among those present were W. 
Jones and W. Boughen. The teacher Miss 
Coulter, had just filled the stove with 
wood and the building became very warm. 
The boys were joking with the teacher 
for making it so hot for them when they 
heard a crackling sound overhead; one 
of them, on running out, came back with 
the news that the roof was on fire. All 
grabbing something they made a hasty 
exit, Mr. Jones with globe under one arm 
and register under the other. The school 
was rebuilt on the same site the following 
spring; Susan Godkin was engaged as 
teacher at a salary of $36 per month; she 
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was followed by Lorne Merrell, Leila 
Malcolm, Hugh Blain. 

This second school was replaced in 1916 
with a handsome two-roomed structure 
of brick, just a short distance west of the 
original structure. Miss Muriel Jackson 
and Miss McLaughlin were the teachers 
in charge. The original school was con
verted into a house for the resident minis
ter and later reserved as the teacherage. 

SANDRINGHAM SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 722 

Sandringham School District No. 722 
was instituted in 1892 under T. M. Ma
guire, inspector, and that year saw Wil
liam Farrie conducting school until 
Christmas. Impassable roads and cold 
weather made closing of the school neces
sary. In the spring Mrs. James Rice took 
over and for ten years she guided the 
children of that school. She and her hus
band had arrived from England in 1890 
and filed claim on the NE quarter of 
20-25-20; ten years later they sold to Jim 
Ratford and moved into the town of Dau
phin. 

George Leigh and his wife arrived in the 
district in 1889 via Killarney, Manitoba 
from England. They took up land on 

. the SW quarter of 16-25-20. On the NW. 
quarter of the same section Charlie Hicks 
of Killarney filed his claim in 1890, built 
a log house and barn on the property, 
and in 1892 provided the site for the Sand
ringham school. 

From Shoal Lake, south of the Riding 
Mountain in 1889 came Henry Paynter 
to the SE quarter of 20-25-20. His brother 
John took up the NW quarter the next 
year. Together they cleared land, built 
log houses and stables, sold out and moved 
to Saskatchewan. 

In May 1890 Vincent Winters arrived 
from Storemont, Ontario and filed his 
claim to the SW quarter of 20-25-20. Here 
he cleared about 70 acres, built a nice 
frame home, raised and educated his 
family after which he sold out to Ger
man Alguire. 



To the NE quarter of 28-25-20 came 
Percy Wood in 1892, also from Storemont. 
He lived there for a few years during which 
he married Alice Clark, then left the farm 
to do carpenter work in the town of Dau
phin. 

W. J. Rice filed on the SE quarter of 
28-25-20 in 1892. He married Annie Payn
ter, remaining on the farm for a short 
time before moving to the United States 
where he went into the ministry. 

W. R. Gelling filed on the NE quarter of 
35-25-20 in 1892. He and his brother Joe 
later went into the cattle business. 

From Simcoe, Ontario in the Spring 
of 1889 came J. R. McLean to the west 
half of 34-25-20. On this farm he and his 
wife raised six sons. 

Storemont sent Sandringham another 
settler in 1891 when Manuel Winters took 
ownership of the NE quarter of 10-25-20. 
Early in spring of 1893 William Win
ters laid claim to the SE quarter of the 
same section. The NW quarter of this sec
tion was claimed in 1892 by J. D. Vance, 
he moved shortly to go into grain farm
ing at Tisdale, Saskatchewan. 

Another Storemont emigrant reached 
the district in 1892 in the person of W. 
R. Alguire. He filed on the NE quarter 
of 4-25-20 with his wife Adelaide and six 
children; he proceeded to become active 
in the affairs of the school district ser
ving as trustee more than 30 years. He 
interested himself in bee-keeping. Later 
he acquired the SE quarter of 20-25-20 
where he built a lovely home. 

1n 1893 Archie Woods claimed the NW 
quarter of 4-25-20 which he proved, mar
ried Roberta Vance, and in 1907 moved 
on to Tisdale. The SW quarter of this 
section was claimed in 1895 by Howard 
E. Warner of Storemont and he later 
sold to Albert Hillman. 

In 1894 Sam Rasmussen, arrIvmg here 
from Denmark via Carberry, Manitoba 
moved on to NE quarter of 6-25-20. Another 
Dane, Jens Sorenson, also from Carberry, 
took NW quarter. R. J. Rasmussen filed 
on the SE quarter in 1895, built a house and 
stable, married Julia Hueston, and later 

moved to Tisdale. J. H. Wood home
steaded on the SW quarter of 6-25-20 
in 1895 but only for a short period. 

In 1894 George Williams claimed the 
SW quarter of 18-25-20 selling it five years 
later to Bill Switzer. Bill's brother, Al
bert, had filed on the SE quarter of 16-
25-20 in 1895 where he engaged in stock 
raising mainly sheep. 

To the NE quarter of 18-25-20 arrived 
John Kearns from Quebec in 1894; Curt 
Warner took the NW quarter of 18-24-20 in 
1895; John McDonald bought the east half 
of 7-25-20 in 1900 coming to the district 
from Carberry; R. N. Stuart claimed the 
SW quarter of 30-25-20 coming in 1893 from 
the British Isles by way of Poplar Point 
in Manitoba. 

Albert Payne filed claim in 1892 to sec
tion 28-25-20 for which he qualified, work
ing on the railroad as a side line. He mar
ried Florence Cooper in 1900 after which 
they moved out to the farm to remain 
for thirty-five years, raising a family of 
five. 

Charlie Hicks and his wife, Elizabeth, 
with two sons, Wilfred and Reginald, 
came from Bristol, England in 1882 with 
George Leigh and wife Clara. They lived 
for a time in Killarney, Manitoba where 
Christine Hicks was born, then went on to 
Dauphin in 1890. 

SPRUCE CREEK SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 723 

The story of Spruce Creek goes back to 
1887 when W. J. Wickes and A. J. Hender
son crossed the Riding Mountains from 
Strathclair in search of winter hay for 
their stock. Drouth in that area necessi" 
tated the search which led them to Daup
hin that year and to Spruce Creek two 
years later. Mr. Wickes chose the site 
where the community hall was later lo
cated and Mr. Henderson elected to live 
on the quarter just south. Other pioneers 
have made this district their home: 
John Whiteman, John Hall, Fred Mc
Pherson, James and Janet McLaughlin, 
John Nicholson, Jacob Porter, Edward 
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Keats, Captain Graham, Wm. Williams, 
Wm. Miller, Tom Satterthwaite, Ed 
Porterfield, Dan McLeod. 

In 1891 a well attended meeting at 
the home of Fred McPherson decided a 
school must be started and a board of 
trustees was elected. John Whiteman 
became the first secretary-treasurer, 
John Nicholson the first chairman, with 
Fred McPherson and A. J. Henderson 
the first trustees. The first teacher was 
J. B. Fawcett with a salary of $35 a month 
and an enrollment of 16. 

The school site was on the corner of 
SE quarter of 28-24-20 which was owned 
by Fred McPherson and leased to the 
board for 99 years. James Tucker built 
the log school house with a frame roof 
at a cost of $297.50, and the building ser
ved the district until 1911 when a new 
frame construction replaced It at a cost 
of $2,000. 

The selection of a name for the school 
occupied the district for a year. Lilly Hill 
was favored by some since the site was 
a hill on which orange lilies bloomed in 
profusion. However, two other suggestions 
were Cumberland and Spruce Creek. 
Rather than enter into controversy over 
the matter, the name Lilly Hill was used 
for a year at which time a vote was taken 
and Spruce Creek emerged. Starting out 
as a large district, Spruce Creek was whit
tled down to its present size by the for
mation of the school districts of May
flower, Halley and Burrows at later peri
ods. 

The pioneers of this district became 
self-sufficient in many directions. John 
Hall set up a blacksmith shop and helped 
his neighbors; Mrs. Wickes Sr. (known 
as "Grandma") nursed her neighbors 
through illnesses; John Nicholson, H. 
P. Nicholson and Walter Wickes con
ducted church services; the McLaugh
lin family ran the post-office. 

In 1895 Rev. Wm. Fordon, organizer 
for the Presbyterian Mission, arrived in 
the district to meet those interested in 
forming a church. Attending the meet
ing were A. J. Henderson, John White
man, Dan McLeod, and Wm. Murray 
and they proceeded to organize. The first 

60 

communion at the schoolhouse in May 
1895 found eight Presbyterians and two 
Methodists receiving communion to
gether. The second communion in the 
fall of that year found seven Presby
terians, two Methodists and six Angli
cans partaking together. 

Financial problems dogged the church 
supporters of Spruce Creek. Wm. Mur
ray, the secretary-treasurer, was alloca
ted the duty of canvassing for the build
ing fund, John Hall donated two acres of 
his land for the church site and that 
of the graveyard. 

In the meantime the schoolhouse doubl
ed as a church; the church ladies were ex
tremely active raising money for the 
building fund through socials, suppers, 
quilting bees; and a Sunday school was 
organized, so the church made a great 
deal of use of the school house. The trus
tees approached the board with the sug
gestion that it supply its own fuel, clean 
the school periodically, and repair some 
broken windows. Tempers flared no 
doubt, but a conciliation was effected be
cause by 1911 when the new school house 
was built, the ladies had raised sufficient 
funds to buy an organ, new hymn books, 
an offering plate and a knitting machine. 
The latter was used to knit socks and 
mitts for sale to raise more money. How
ever, the church was never built, the 
site became overgrown with trees and 
bush, the church books closed in 1916 
showing a balance of $3.35. The active 
and devoted ladies directed their activi
ties efforts to wartime work for the Red 
Cross. 

BA Y CENTRE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 738 

Bay Centre School District received its 
name from the early settlers of that dis
trict through its location, the centre of 
the bay known as Dauphin Beach. It was 
in 1897 that the first organizational meet
ing was held but it was not until 1898 that 
the Department of Education granted 
permission to issue and sell debentures. 
The NE quarter of 36-24-18, property of 
James Campbell, was selected for the 
site; contractors, Fortune and Company 



of Gilbert Plains did the construction for 
the sum of $375, and School District No. 
738 was formed. 

The first teacher was O.R. Hill at a 
salary of $35 a month; trustees were Wm. 
Cannon, chairman, Joseph G. Chard. 
secretary-treasurer, and John Cocks, 
trustee. 

Bay Centre school in its first location 
was divided between the two municipali
ties of Dauphin and Ochre River. In the 
portion within the Dauphin municipality 
the taxpayer paid his school tax to the 
municipality. Within the portion, how
every, which lay within the confines of 
the Ochre River municipality, which 
was not yet formed, the school taxes were 
paid directly to the secretary-treasurer 
of the school district. 

The school house was moved in 1913, the 
district reorganized so that the Dickson 
district received the northern portion, the 
school was located then on two acres of 
land in the NE quarter of 31-24-17. A. E. 
Perkins transferred the buildings for 
the tendered sum of $150. In 1947 this con
structionwas sold to the Salvation Army 
of Dauphin and a new one built which 
operated for 20 years until the district's 
assimilation into the Dauphin-Ochre 
area system in 1967. 

The Bay Centre district is a very old 
district and following are the names 
of settlers who came during the years 
1890 to 1893: Joseph G. Chard, the Boy
lans, F. Corsulitz, Arthur Akers, George 
Jacobs, William Cannon, William Doug
las, Ernest Thomas, D' Arcy Stewart, 
James Campbell, Albert Bond, Sidney 
Johnstone, Albert Perkins, James Allen, 
Walter Terry, Hiram Stafford, William 
Beaven, Frank Kilty, Albert Bouvette, 
John Cocks, Arthur Keats, William Ross, 
William Wright, J. Mahoney, Charles 
Thomas, the Bowbricks, Chris Jensen. 

Joseph G. Chard came from England 
to Canada and, via the Wolseley expedi
tion, to Fort Garry in 1869. Activity in 
Indian uprisings and the Riel Rebellion 
led him to a position with the Commis
sioners and in that capacity he served at 

Fort Saskatchewan for a time, paying out 
treaty money and distributing medals 
to the Indians. He returned to Winnipeg in 
1875, and in 1878 married Kate Anderson 
who migrated from Chicago. It was while 
she was a little girl in that city that it 
experienced the Great Fire caused by 
Mrs. O'Leary's cow. 

After brief stops at Treherne, Por
tage la Prairie and Strathclair, Joseph 
and Kate Chard arrived in Bay Centre 
where they homesteaded on the south 
half of 6-25-17 in 1890. There were four 
boys in the family, George, Norman, Per
cy, and Roy; eight girls, Sophie (Mrs. 
Walter Terry), Eva (Mrs Sidney S. John
stone), Rose (Mrs Arthur Keats), Alice 
(Mrs .. George Robson), Caroline (Mrs. 
James Quinnell), Jessie (Mrs. Jesse 
Jones), Winnifred (Mrs. Robert Thacker), 
Kate (Mrs. James Roberts). 

The Chard family left the homestead 
in 1908 and Joseph accepted a position as 
Indian agent at the Strevel Reserve where 
he remained until 1912. Returning to 
Dauphin he worked with the Burrows 
Lumber company, he held the position 
of police magistrate, during the first 
war, and became the first governor of 
the new Dauphin jail in 1917. 

James and Rebecca Campbell arrived 
in Bay Centre in 1892 from Langdon, North 
Dakota, having left their Bracebridge, On
tario home ten years prior to this time. 
In North Dakota they had watched 10 
successive crops frozen before they could 
be harvested. Their homestead in Bay 
Centre was located on NE quarter of 
36-24-18. They had five sons, James, 
Robert, William, Henry and Arthur; two 
daughters, Margaret (Mrs. George Cocks) 
and Mary (Mrs. Arthur Akers) . 

Walter Terry came from England and in 
1892 took up a homestead on the NW quar
ter of 12-25-18. He married Sophie Chard 
in 1899 in the Chard home with Rev. H. G. 
Wakefield, first rector of St. Paul's parish 
in Dauphin, officiating. They had one 
boy, Henry, and two girls, Catherine 
(Mrs. William Bubb) and Ellen (Mrs. 
Clifford Stelck.) They left Bay Centre 
and farmed in the Gartmore district 
for some time, eventually moved to the 
town of Dauphin where Walter was em
ployed as butter-maker with the Dauphin 
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Milling and Creamery Company until 
his retirement. 

Sidney S. Johnstone, a brother of Mrs. 
James Campbell, followed the Campbells 
from Bracebridge to Langdon to Bay 
Centre and took up a homestead on the 
same section, on the SE quarter, located 
on the Cameron Trail which forms a 
part of the boundary between the muni
cipalities of Dauphin and Ochre River. 
He married Eva Chard in 1900 with Canon 
Jeffries of St. Paul's officiating in their 
home. They had four boys, William, Ray
mond, Leonard and Allan; two girls, 
Violet (Mrs. Hilton Kendrick), Mabel 
(Mrs. Stanley R. Fulkerson). Mr. John
stone was well known as an old-time fid
dler; both he and his wife served on the 
Bay Centre school board. 

Arthur Akers, a young fellow born 
in Pembina, North Dakota came to his 
uncle, Albert Bouvette, in Prince Albert, 
Saskatchewan at the age of 16. In 1891 
with the Bouvettes he came to Bay Centre, 
took up the SE quarter of 12-25-18 and 
settled. He married Mary Campbell, 
daughter of James and Rebecca, at her 
home in 1900, Canon Jeffries officiating. 

No. 7 Bombing and Gunnery school of 
the RCAF in 1941 replaced the homestead 
of William Beaven on the NE quarter of 
1-25-18. He came from England and was 
popular as an entertainer, singing to his 
own accompaniment on the banjo. 

Coming west from Hamilton, On
tario in 1892, William and Marion Wright 
settled with their family on NW 24-24-18. 
moving a few years later to Mountview 
district. Their family included one son, 
Hilliard; four daughters, Jean (Mrs. J. 
E. Burton). Mary (Mrs. Richard Over
ton), Christine (Mrs. Keith Thompson). 
Beatrice (Mrs. James Gelfillan). 

In 1893 William Cannon came to the dis
trict, settling on the SW quarter of 36-
24-18. He left in 1899. 
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From Plymouth, England to Turtle 
River to Bay Centre came Arthur Keats 
in 1892. He hom steaded the NE quarter 
of 24-24-18 and married Rose Chard in 
1902 in her home, Rev. A. W. Golding 
officiating. They had two sons, Harold 
and Herbert: two daughters, Ethel (Mrs. 
John Stanley), Beatrice (Mrs. Milton Fin
nen). 

The Albert Bond family came to Bay 
Centre in 1891 from Ontario by way of 
Virden, homesteading on the NE quarter 
of 6-25-17, across from Dauphin Beach. 
He served as trustee in 1899; also as sup
erintendent of the Sunday school. They 
had two children, Peter and Gladys (Mrs. 
Gordon McQuarrie). Another veteran of 
the Louis Riel Rebellion and Indian 
uprisings was Albert Perkins who 
came to the Bay Centre district in 
1892 from Ontario. He settled on the NW 
quarter of 30-24-17, on the old Cameron 
trail, where he farmed until 1925. In his 
efforts to procure a well on his property 
he struck a strong flow which is still evi
dent. In partnership with William Ross, 
he obtained a steam engine and threshing 
machine, and threshed for the neighbors 
as well as himself. He was very fond of 
spirited horses. He married Ethel Allan 
and they had three children, Stanley, 
Clara (Mrs. James Campbell), Glagys 
(Mrs. Malcolm McDonald). 

Fred Corsulitz homesteaded on section 
30-24-17 but resided in the district only 
a few years before moving to Humboldt, 
Saskatchewan; he was instrumental in 
obtaining the first school. Hiram Stafford 
came west from Ontario. with the Jacobs 
and Perkins families and homesteaded 
on 30-24-17. He was married and had two 
children. 

Charlie and Ernest Thomas came to 
the district from England, bought the 
Frank Kilty farm, selling it later to John 
Cocks. They then took out a homestead 
on section 19-24-19. 

Born in Aberdeen, Scotland and migra
ting to Hamilton, Ontario, William Ross 
arrived in the Bay Centre district with 
his cousin, George Jacobs, and Albert 
Perkins. In 1892 he took out a homestead 
on the NW quarter of 18-24-17 and mar
ried Bessie Cocks in 1902. They had three 
children, Glen, James and Annie. 



Upon his arrival in the district in 
1890 John Cocks claimed title to the NE 
quarter of 26-24-18. He came from London, 
Ontario originally but had lived for a while 
in Eden, Manitoba where his family re
mained for a year. In 1891 he brought 
them here by wagon train, and com
pleted his hewed log cabin. They had 
four sons, Fred, George, David and Carl
ing; three daughters, Bessie (Mrs. Wm. 
Ross), Millie (Mrs. Harry Sumpton), and 
Ada. Later they moved to section 6-25-17 
where they farmed for many years. 
. George Jacobs came to the district in 
1892 from Minnedosa, at the age of 22, 
and homesteaded on a qparter of 24-17. He 
worked in a shingle mill and had to take 
shingles in lieu of cash for wages, hence 
had the first shingled roof in the district. 
He left the farm for a while, went to the 
Klondike, then to Ontario, to Rossland, 
British Columbia and finally returned 
to Bay Centre. He was by then married to 
Myrtle Ross of Ontario, a cousin of Wil
liam Ross. They bought land from the 
CNR and settled down to farming. They 
had five children, Clifford, Gordon, Olive 
(Mrs. Wm. Foreman), Iva (Mrs. Wm. 
Boyd), Doris (Mrs. Ross Sangster). 

Albert Bouvette came to the district in 
1891 from Prince Albert, Saskatchewan 
with his neighbor, Arthur Akers. He home
steaded the NE quarter of 12-25-18, later 
bought land along the lakeshore on 7-25-
18 and moved his buildings there. The 
property now forms a portion of the Dau
phin golf course. They had one son, Louis, 
and a daughter, Minnie. 

In 1890 Peter Parker came to the Bay 
Centre district and filed on section 32-24-
18 where he lived for many years. He 
eventually sold and built a home on Ochre 
Beach, then called Pott's Beach. 

Chris Jensen came from Denmark to 
homestead on SE 25-24-18 where he lived 
for a number of years and then returned 
to his homeland. 

James Allin bought the Chris Jen
sen farm and farmed it for some time, 
taking an active part in school affairs. 
He married Bell Freeman and they had 
three children, Cecil, Amy (Mrs. Cliff 
Dickson) and Mary (Mrs. Tom Hutchi
son). 

J. Mahoney homesteaded on section 
2-25-18 and took an active part in the or
ganization of the school. He moved some 
years later to Ste. Rose. 

William Douglas worked on the con
struction of the railroad when it came 
through in 1896, after which he was sec
tion foreman at Paulson. His children 
were John, Robert, Norman, Fred, Char
les, Arthur and Marjorie (Mrs. Carl Mc
Farlane). 

Frank Kilty came to the district in 1892 
and homesteaded a quarter on 6-25-18. He 
married Albert Bond's sister and they 
had two sons, Edward and Cecil. Mr. 
Kilty moved to the Wilson River district 
where he became the first teacher in 
the new school, and obtained a farm on 
the bank of the Wilson River. Kilty's 
Siding is named after him. 

D' Arcy Stewart came from England and 
bought the William Wright homestead. 
He was active in school affairs, had a 
wife and two children, little else is known 
of him. 

The Boylans came to Bay Centre from 
Prince Albert in 1891 with Bouvettes and 
Arthur Akers. Mrs. Boylan was an aunt 
of Arthur. They settled on the west shore 
of Lake Dauphin which is now a part of the 
golf course. 

The arrival time nor the location of their 
homestead is not known of the McLeod 
family; they were there in 1891, had a 
large log house which accommodated large 
numbers of people, and provided a home 
for pioneers enroute to their own site. 

In 1893, Arthur and George Bowbrick 
came to the district and claimed a quar
ter on 35-24-18. George was a lay reader 
who held church services in James Camp
bell's home. Arthur became a minister 
in the Baptist church. 

LISTOWEL SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 834 

Listowel School District, named in all 
probability after a county in Ontario from 
which a number of the settlers migrated to 
Manitoba, is located in township 25 and 
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Listowel Picnic - 1913 

26 in range 18. It was in April 1895 that 
the taxpayers of that district decided a 
school was a must and called a meeting 
to elect trustees to commence action. 
At that meeting were John Hassard, 
Thomas McDonough, James Sanderson, 
James Inkster, Charles Beach, Lou Cauld
ery, James McKeever and William Mc
Naughton. Charles Beach chaired the 
meeting which elected the following: John 
Hassard as chairman; Lou Cauldery, sec
retary-treasurer; James McKeever and 
Will McNaughton. As far as we can gather 
from copies of these minutes, Mr. Mc
Naughton resigned almost immediately 
and made way for Mr. Beach. He in turn 
left in November, 1895 and from then on 
they carried on with three members which 
usually included the secretary-treasurer. 
On the board from its inauguration until 
1923 the following have acted: Maurice 
Currie, James Robson, T. T. Brown, W. J. 
McNeill. Hiram Archer, Frank Beyette. 
J. Lukey, W. Pomford, Thomas Ellis. 
1. Currie, George McNeill, G. Warner. 
William Archer, John Weatherstone, D. 
McNaughton, Ed Robinson and George 
Parson. 

The district required $350 to start this 
school in 1895 and it raised this by issuing 
debentures at 6 % interest, sold at $35 
each. The building itself took $70 of this 
in the estimate but the contractor, James 
Padfield, who submitted the lowest ten
der found he needed another five dollars 
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to cover the entire cost which brought 
tne figure up to $75. The remainder of the 
cost was directed to furnishings. 

Financial problems dogged the en
terprising group in their early efforts and 
in February 1897 they were considering 
closing the school after only a year of 
operation. However, by applying stringent 
measures to tardy taxpayers and borrow
ing on the hopeful results of these meas
ures they were able to resume for another 
six months on a six-month basis. This 
tactic proved successful and the school 
flourished from then on. 

The district outgrew the first Listowel 
school and in 1906 a larger one was built 
with a new location, this time on the 
south-east corner of section four on land 
hitherto owned by George Warner. The 
cost of this construction was $865. Misfor
tune struck the area in 1915 when the 
school burned, and the barn was con
verted into a school from January to 
Christmas. Rebuilding commenced 
immediately and .this construction held 
and was remodelled in 1947 with base
ment and furnace added. 

Robert McArthur was the first teacher 
of the Listowel school and he started with 
one pupil and at a salary of $35 a month. 
Since that time the following served the 
district: Miss Taylor, Mr. Holland, Miss 
Young, Miss Rankin, Miss Mayers, James 



McNeill. John Holmes, C. C. McCallum 
Miss Parker. Chas. Miller, Miss Iredale: 
Miss Swartwood. Grace Beach. Miss 
Bocok. Miss Chute, Vera Cole. Maud 
Brinkman, Wilma Turner. Lillian Clement. 
Isabella Bennett, Mr. Hamilton, Miss Pit
chell, Miss Spencer. 

The records made available indicate 
that the early pioneers of the Listowel dis
trict must include Thomas McDonough, 
Clementine and William McNaughton. 
Joseph Mansfield. James Inkster, Wal
ter Bawdon, Charles Beach, Samuel 
Swanton, William and Edwin Cheshire. 
Charles Evans, John and Maurice Currie. 
Lou Cauldery, John Hassard, August Caul
dery, Robert McArthur. Robert Ainslee, 
James Walker, David McIntosh, John 
McTaggart, J. Wait, J. J. Walker, W. J. 
McNeill, George Fulford, Norman Mc
Leod, Henry Watt, James Robson. Joseph 
Inkster. James McKeever, Bibin Clark, 
W. D. Nix. Thomas Barnes, Heriot Ross. 
George McCallum, J. Snider, Sylvester 
and Thomas Warner. John Lockman, 
Henry and Bill Robson. Joe Lukey, Dan 
and Joe Switzer. Thos Ellis. George War
ner, Thomas Brown. Jack Boyd. Wil
liam Pomford. Hiram Archer, George 
Parson. Samuel Swanton. Dan McNaugh
ton, John Weatherston. Ed Robinson. 
Robert Malcolm. G. M. Stewart, Dan 
McIntosh. Frank Beyette and James San
derson. 

DAUPHIN PLAINS SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 873. 

The Dauphin Plains School district lies 
as a level plain between the Valley Riv
er and the Wilson River. hence the name. 
The school was built in 1896, finished in 
1897 when Miss Beatrice Gunne assumed 
duties as teacher under Inspector T. M. 
Maguire. Then came Miss Winnifred 
Malcolm, Miss Coulter and Miss Rachel 
Armstrong. First trustees were Dan Mc
Killop. chairman, Rowland Park and 
James Williamson. There were 28 pup
ils enrolled in this first school and they 
Kinnons. Fultons. Cleavers. McDonalds. 
Chutes. Williamsons. McKillops. Later 
came Beatties. McNaughtons, Secords. 
Blairs. Stewarts. McQuays. Castles. 
McPhees, and Johnsons. A new school was 
built in 1912 which served the district un
til it was assimilated in the Dauphin-Ochre 

Area system. 
Many settlers came, stayed briefly and 

left, such as H. M. Thompson on the east 
half of 7-26-18; John Torry on SW 18-26-18; 
Wellington Moore on SE 14-26-19; Tom 
Durham on SW 14-26-19; Fergusons on 
NW 18-26-18; Cyrus and Oscar Brain on 
the east half of 18-26-18. Two young Eng
lishmen with all the optimism and inex
perience of the average immigrant, took 
homesteads on 2-26-19, Robert Cockerton 
on the NE, and Roland Park on the SW. 
Cocker ton was married to a daughter of 
the McKinnons who lived on SE 12-26-19. 
and was an implement agent in Dauphin 
later. 

The Carmichaels came from Minne
dosa and settled on the north half of 34-
26-19; the John Gillies from Quebec were 
on the SW quarter. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Castle from Trees-, 
bank settled on NW 3-26-19. The Castle 
family were all born there: Howard, Alma, 
Elsie (Mrs. Lutey), Harvey, Lloyd, Clara 
(Mrs. Eric Austin), Ross. Mr. Castle was 
a blacksmith and his tiny shop was busy 
all the time. 

Donald McPhee was on SW 1-26-19. His 
family included John, William, Sam and 
Myrtle. The McPhees later moved to the 
Tom Bogey farm near town. 
Thomas Cartwright Secord. from Por

tage la Prairie, in 1896 settled on NW 
6-26-18. To augment the returns from the 
farm, Mr. Secord with his well known 
team did railroad construction work and 
lumbering in the winter. The Secord 
family included Dick and Jack, Dave, 
Jim, Tom, Bruce, May (Mrs. Thos. 
Boughen), Maddie (Mrs. Lou William
son), Belle (Mrs. Ted Hassard), Annie 
(Mrs. George Hassard); and Clara, 
(Mrs. D. Etlefs). Mr Secord was home
stead inspector inlater years. 

Donald McKinnon of Megantic. Que
bec settled on SE 12-26-19. Mr. and Mrs. 
George Willoughby came out from On
tario in 1893 with their two daughters, 
Myrtle and Tillie. and settled on SW 12-
26-19. The girls had Miss Beatrice Gunne 
as teacher; school mates were the Cleav
ers, Fultons, McKillops and Secords. 

Fred Henry McNaughton came to the 
Dauphin Plains district via Neepawa 
from Maine, USA and settled on NW 36-
25-19, marrying Ellen Weldon. They had 
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three children, Rowina (Mrs. B. B. Gra
ham), Ellen (Mrs. Geo. Heatherington) 
and John. After his first wife passed away 
he married Annie Young in Quebec in 1890; 
they had seven children, Mae (Mrs. Wm. 
Archer), Fred, Dan, Kate (Mrs. U. Ros
zell), Greta (Mrs. Fred Buchannon), 
Bob, Milly (Mrs. Wm. Henderson). In 
the early years Mr. McNaughton freigh
ted from Neepawa, bringing in needed 
supplies such as sugar, salt, tea and bac
on. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Beattie arrived in 
the district in 1896 from Ontario having 
spent some years enroute in York ton and 
Neepawa. John worked for H. M. Chute 
for a time, then operated the Shaw grist 
mill on the Valley River before he laid 
claim to NE 35-25-19 on the Wilson Riv
er. The Beatties had four sons: Frank, 
Murrell, Elmer and Lyall. 

Hugh Fulton, a native of Scotland, 
came to the Dauphin Plains via Brant
ford, Ontario where he worked and was 
married before coming west in 1879. The 
young couple stayed first in Portage fol
lowing which Hugh served in the North 
West Rebellion then responded to reports 
on the Dauphin district. They filed on 
SW 6-26-18. There were six children: Rob
ert, Stanley, Wilfred, Ida (Mrs. Thos. 
Ellis), Henrietta (Mrs. Joe Hoskins). Vera 
(Mrs. W. L. Gilmour). Hugh served as 
a guide to settlers coming to this area 
during the immigration period. 

Dan McKillop with Peter and Archie 
Gillies "scouted" the Dauphin district in 
1886. They left Quebec in 1883 for the 
"Northwest Territories", stopped off in 
Regina long enough to purchase a team 
of oxen, wagon, camping supplies and 
provision, then headed north. They ap
plied for homesteads near Batoche and 
spent four seasons there, all of which 
were unproductive for crops hit by drought 
and chinooks. In 1885 they became in
volved in the Riel Rebellion while freigh
ting supplies for the government Bat
oche and were taken prisoners by the In
dians with no damaging results. Heading 
for the fertile Dauphin valley in 1886 the 
McKillop party, eleven strong, included 
Dan, his wife, five sons (Peter, Lome, 
Jim, John and Donald), Peter and Ar
chie Gillies, Grandma Gillies, and a Jim 
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McKillop of no relationship. Their choice 
for homestead was SW 3-26-19 and in the 
little log cabin on this site Mary McKil
lop was born. 

James Campbell, his wife and three 
children came up the Red River in a flat 
boat in 1873 from Duluth. With brief stops 
at Winnipeg, Portage and Minnedosa 
they arrived in Dauphin Plains in Novem
ber 1888, selecting NE 28-25-19. But for 
the ingenuity of Mr. Campbell this quar
ter might well have gone to the Fultons. 
Having driven up from Minnedosa to 
make the selection the Campbell party 
spent the night at Strathclair enroute 
back to Minnedosa where the nearest Land 
Titles office was located and where they 
must make application for the home
stead. Hearing other arrivals after dark 
and assuming they were also land hunt
ers, Mr. Campbell aroused his party at 
midnight and were in Minnedosa when 
the office opened in the morning. Mr. 
Fulton arrived two hours later to find 
his first choice gone. The Campbells had 
six children, Annie (Mrs. Josiah Manly), 
Millie (Mrs. J. D. Manly), Jessie, Will, 
James, Lome. 

It was in 1898 after hearing favorable 
reports from Jim McKillop, who had 
come west with Dan McKillop, that Rob
ert McQuay yielded to his brother-in· 
law's urgings and came west from Pro
ton county near Dundalk, Ontario. There 
were five boys and two girls in the Mc
Quay family at this time. A site for the 
new home had been selected the year 
before when Robert came out to look 
over the situation. The family lived with 
"Uncle Jim" for a time while construc
tion was in progress on 5-26-19. After com
pletion of the house and barn the family 
lived there only two or three years then 
purchased property in the Wilson River 
district leaving the eldest son in the Dau
phin Plains district. The new farmstead 
was built on the river bank of the 
Valley River just above the site of 
an early lumber and grist mill 
owned by Shaw brothers who had moved 
their lumbering operations to the Riding 
Mountains. In the Robert McQuay family 
were Edgar, Oliver, John, James Arthur, 
Adela, Elsie (Mrs. J. A. Lee). 

The mill site on the Valley River near 
the ford on the old Mossey River trail was 



used a great deal by the Indians and early 
pioneers on their way to Winnipegosis. 
The McQuays have vivid recollections of 
Indians with their families, horses and 
dogs passing through the yard and down 
to the ford on their way-who knows 
where. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jas. Blair of North Dakota 
came to Dauphin in 1899. They first settled 
on NE 1-26-19, later buying NE 2-26-19, 
the Robert Cockerton quarter. Their fam
ily all attended Dauphin Plains school: 
Belle (Mrs. Andrew Ross), Tom, Frank, 
Lottie (Mrs. Lee Chute), Adam, Ethel 
(Mrs. J. Shank), Myrtle (Mrs. Harold 
Richardson), Muriel (Mrs. Stanley 
Chute), Euphemia (Mrs. Dan Bechtel), 
Norman, Ada (Mrs. H. Martin). 

The Wm. B. McDonalds of 6-26-19 came 
to the district in 1895 from Portage la 
Prairie with their five children: Wil
fred, Alex, Sarah (Mrs. Ben Boughen), 
Annie (Mrs. M. Playford), Margaret 
(Mrs. I. McArthur). That Annie and Sai
die attended the Dauphin Plains school 
was recorded for posterity in the deeply 
engraved lettering in the sprucewood, 
homemade desks. 

George Broadfoot homesteaded NW 
1-26-19, later moving to Dauphin where 
he was caretaker of the new post-office 
building. The farm was bought by Theo
dore Johnson of Kenora, Ontario. 

The Ross family on the north half of 
12-26-19 came here from Strathclair, 
having spent some time before that in 
New Zealand. They were natives of On
tario. 

From Lipton, Saskatchewan where he 
had homesteaded and participated in the 
North-West Rebellion, originally' from 
Lucknow, Ontario came James A. Fraser 
in 1897. He spent some time working in the 
brick yards in St. Boniface before this. 
also in Carberry. He purchased NW 7-26-
19 from the CPR, later moved to Dauphin 
where he became employed in the Land 
Titles office. His daughter is Una (Mrs. 
George Feuffel). 

The James Williamsons farmed NE 
3-26-19 one mile from the school, usually 
providing the boarding place for the teach~ 

er. Their family included Ben, Tom, and 
Louise (Mrs. Dick Riehli. 

The H. M. Chute family, spending some 
time enroute at Sheho, Saskatchewan, 
arrived in the Dauphin Area in 1894 from 
North Dakota. They settled on the west 
half of 33-26-19. Their family included 
Fred, Edgar, Frank, Lee, Stanley, Grace 
(Mrs. Blake Glenn), Stella (Mrs. I. C. 
Johnston), Archie. H. M. Chute and his 
boys did much of the threshing in the area 
in that period, owning two steam thresh
ing outfits. Some members of the family 
attended both Dauphin Plains and Ver
million schools. 

In 1889 John M. Stewart of Lucknow, 
Ontario, acting upon the favorable in
formation of James Fraser, came to 
Carberry first, then to Dauphin where 
he purchased land from the CPR, SW 
7-26-18. In the family were Jenny (Mrs. 
Donald McKillop), James A. and Wil
liamJ. 

Pioneers of this district not yet men
tioned: George Parsons on NE 1-26-19, 
Tom Jardine on SE 2-26-19, Bobby Moore 
on NE 10-26-19, William Cleaver on SE 
1-26-19. The latter came here from Brant
ford, Ontario after he had spent some time 
in Portage. 

Among the early settlers on NW 35-26-19 
were Mr. and Mrs. Dempsey with sons 
John, William, James and Donald, and 
daughters Rose, Belle and Annie. Their 
sojourn in the district was of short dura
tion but old-timers will remember the 
location of their home on the Wilson River 
with its high bank. It encompassed a 
good slope for sliding, known far and 
wide as "Stovepipe Slide". 

A church building was erected in 1905 
on SE 10-26-19 and this served the com
munity well for more than half a century. 

TREMBOWLA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 1040 

The area of the Trembowla (Terebowla) 
School District No. 1040, northwest of 
Valley River - township 26 and range 20 -
is the area where the first Ukrainian 
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immigrants settled in the Dauphin val
ley. In September and December of 1896 
groups of settlers came in under the ca
pable leadership and organization of 
Wasyl (Basill Ksionzyk, forming the nuc
leous of a prosperous colony which was 
named Trembowla P.O .. Rigby, Manito
ba. Some of the early immigrant pio
neers were I. Sytnyk, I. Geryluk. J. Paw
licky. P. Perchaluk, I. Nizalowsky. P. 
Bashchak, I. Nimetz, H. Staranchuk, P. 
Huska, M. Gadzosa, I. Losynsky, M. Yas
inchuk and P. Cherwinsky. 

Early in 1897 a low, crude log building 
was constructed on SE 29-26-20 and this 
became the first Trembowla school. 
It was not until 1899 that the Trembowla 
School District was formed with the 
passing of by-law 54 of the Rural Muni
cipality of Dauphin on November 21. 

First trustees of the district were Wasyl 
Ksionzyk. Mr. Parker and Ivan Negrich; 
first teacher was Mr. McGregor. The en
rollment was 20 in grades 1 to 8. Later a 
two-room school was constructed a half 
a mile north of the original log building 
which housed the first pupils. Several 
teachers from this school gravitated to 
the Dauphin-Ochre staff in Dauphin 
schools. They are Dan W. Hnatiuk. Peter 
Smaluck. John Sawchuk, John N. Urich
en and Mrs. Mary Prokopowich (nee 
Urbanovitch) . 

In 1960 the second Trembowla school 
was destroyed by lightning and the River
bend schoolhouse was transported to thE 
district. This building has not been used 
since 1965, the students being transported 
by bus to the town of Dauphin elemen
tary, junior high and composite high 
school. 

MA YFLOWER AND SPRUCE BLUFF 
SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

The Mayflower school district No. 1041 
was formed in November 1899 at a rate
payers' meeting held in the William Hues
ton home. Pioneers present included Jake 
Cathers, John Boyd, Chris Felkers, Dave 
Bruce, Alfred Maynard, Harry Hughes, 
Sam Winters. 
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John Boyd chaired the meeting and Al
fred Maynard recorded the proceedings. 
The first board of trustees included John 
Boyd, chairman, Alfred Maynard, secre
tary-treasurer, and William Hueston. 
The site of the new school was located on 
SW quarter of 6-25-19. Contractor Poucher 
was engaged to construct the 28x20 school
house, the outside to be rough cast, all to 
be completed by August 1, 1900. School 
was opened on August 11 with H. O. 
Thompson of Brandon teaching. 

Subsequent teachers in the school over 
the 42 years of its operation were: Edith 
Manley, Clara Manley, Gertie Coxworth. 
J. Herbert Marsh (a Rhodes scholar), 
Lola Alguire, Annie Maynard, Lome Dur
ham, Nell Whitmore, Edythe King, Miss 
Robb, Myrtle Hunt, Miss Sutherland, Mar
garet Fortune, Hattie Warren, Irene Wea
therhead, Ellen Ewing, Bert Hill, Ruth 
Esplen, N. Wilkinson, Beatrice Keats, 
Gladys Hafenbrak. 

There were 27 pupils enrolled in that 
first school in 1900 and they included Min
nie Hughes who walked four miles to 
school;. Hep, Tom and Frank Nicholson, 
three and a half miles; Tillie and Myrtle 
Sinclair. three miles; Bob Hughes, the 
Crawford girls, Harvey and May Hessel
wood, over three miles. 

The school closed in 1942 for lack of 
pupils to qualify for grants, and the dis
trict became a part of the Dauphin-Ochre 
Area system in 1947. 

Dr. P. J. Beauchamp was Mayflower's 
first settler, coming to the district in 
1886. He filed his homestead on NW 30-24-
19 and later bought the SW quarter. A 
year later he brought his wife from Min
nedosa. 

P. J. Beauchamp was born in Bristol, 
England in 1846. He was a dispensing 
chemist in Toronto before coming west 
to Winnipeg in 1878. Two years later he 
answered a call to Gladstone where sick
ness had broken out. Several times he 
tried to farm, but where ever he made his 
home he was soon called upon to tend the 
sick. 



Mayflower School Field Day Parade - 1936 

He farmed in the Mayflower district 
for ten years, then moved into Dauphin. 
Besides being farmer and doctor, he was 
an ardent supporter of the Anglican 
church, being largely responsible for the 
building of St. Paul's church at Gartmore 
in 1890. This church was located on the 
Tom Whitmore farm, built with logs 
from the doctor's land. 

During his long years in the town of 
Dauphin Dr. Beauchamp served as war
den of his church, sat on council and held 
the position of worthy master of the 
Orange lodge. 

Their family included Sidney, Percy, 
Emma, Mrs. Mark Cardiff (Marion), 
Mrs. W. F. Percy (Ada), Mrs. S. A. Miner 
(Mabel); two sons, Sam and Joe, died 
in infancy. 

FAIRVILLE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 1059 

The district of Fairville in the Dauphin 
Municipality was located 12 miles north 
of Dauphin. It consisted of a block of 
land starting one-half mile north of the 
correction line and extending three and 
one half miles north, with a width of four 
and one-half miles. No. 20 highway passes 

through the centre of the district. The land 
in the Fairville district is of sandy loam 
and is considered highly productive. 

As far as can be established the first 
settlers arrived about 1897. By the time the 
school was built in 1900 most of the land 
had been taken up by homesteaders and 
some had purchased CPR land. 

Among the first settlers were W. J. 
Fair and brother Robert. W. J. Fair had 
settled two miles west and one and one
half miles south of the school site but 
moved over beside the school about the 
time it was built. His grandson, J. Finlay 
Fair, took over operation of the same 
farm. 

The School District of Fairville, named 
after the Fairs, was one of the early dis
tricts established north of Dauphin. The 
school was built on 24-27-19 in 1900, the first 
teacher was Edith Manley, the next was 
S. N. Arnold. Cost of the school was about 
$700. Fairville had an enrollment at one 
time of 70. 

Other early settlers included Archie 
McLellan, who lived a mile east and a 
mile south; Anton Prokopowich home
steaded two miles north of the school, his 
son William later operated the farm; 
Nick Proke, son of Anton Prokopowich, 
was probably the first white child born 
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in the district; Mr. Poloski lived one mile 
west and half a mile south of the school. 
Mike Hafichuk lived two miles south 
of the school; Wm. Walker lived across 
the road from the school; Joe Walker lived 
half a mile south of the school. Wm. 
Goggin lived one and one-half miles north 
of the school on land later owned by Mike 
Prokopowich; John Aller arrived from 
Latvia and homesteaded one and one
half miles north of the school. 

The T. Bayliss family lived two miles 
east of the school, there were four sons 
Percy, Arthur, Fred, and William, all 
farmed in the district. Mr. French lived 
one mile east and one and one-half mile 
north of the school, the family was noted 
for good horses and farming methods. 
Tom Ramsay homesteaded one mile 
east of the school, on land later purchased 
by Ray Wellborn. The Wm. Mitchell 
family, two miles east and one mile north, 
included two sons, Gordon and Melvin. 

By 1903 homesteads were almost a thing 
of the past, some of the late comers were 
the Parkers, Jensens, and Linticks, all 
of whom lived in the district for years. 

R. M. Morgan came to the district in 
1905 as a teacher for 12 years. During this 
time he married and took up a farm, later 
operated by sons John R. and George. 

The original school built in 1900 was 
replaced in 1950, the old building being 
used as a community centre. Both build
ings were sold in 1968, all school children 
are now transported to Dauphin by bus. 

DICKSON SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 1063 

The Dickson School District is one of the 
earlier settled districts in the municipality 
of Dauphin, having been formed in the 
year 1900. It was named after one of the 
first homesteaders in the district, Duncan 
Dickson. He was also first secretary
treasurer for the school which opened 
June 3, 1901 with John Gorby as teacher. 
of twenty pupils. The first school trustees 
were Wm. McCrae, Joseph LaFleur, and 
Duncan Dickson. 
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Names of the first pupils, ranging in 
ages of six to 15, in grades one to four 
were: Allan Lochman, Albert Lochman, 
Sadie LaFleur, Catherine Kelly, Teressa 
Kelly, Allan Lawrence, Pearl Dickson, 
Everett Dickson, Lillie Snedden, Willie 
Kelly, Earl Snedden, Gordon LaFleur, 
Jessie White, Stephen Lawrence, Mary 
Kelly, Pearl McLeod, Mary Lawrence, 
Leslie LaFleur, Cyrus Lawrence, Annie 
Lochman. 

Dickson School Children -1907 

A register of 1902 showed a few more 
names added, Amy Allin, Arthur Douglas, 
Lloyd LaFleur, Gladys Dickson, Norman 
Douglas, Fred Douglas, Charlie Douglas, 
Sarah LaFleur. Miss Lydia Steckley was 
the school teacher. 

Duncan W. Dickson moved onto his 
homestead SW 24-25-18 in the year 1889 
then bought and moved onto SW 23-24-18. 
Mr. Dickson was born in 1866 in Maxville, 
Glengarry, Scotland and Mrs. Dickson 
was born in St. Telosphor, Quebec in 1870. 

The Dicksons had ten children: Pearl 
(Mrs. Frank Whitmore), Everett, Gladys 
(Mrs. Sam Calder), Clifford, Lillian 
(Mrs. McCormick), May (Mrs. McIn
tosh), Leonard, Herbert, Alice (Mrs. 
Lome Buchannon), and Mabel (Mrs. Bill 
Gillies) . 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Gorby and family 
of four sons moved into the district in 
1889 and homesteaded on 22-25-18. The 
sons were Harry, John, Herbert, Edward, 
and the four quarter sections were occu
pied by the family. Son John later be
come secretary-treasurer of the rural 
municipality of Dauphin. 

Another early settler was Albert 
Coombs. He moved onto SE 14-25-18. He 



was married in 1901 to Dora Bayduza of 
Ochre River. They had seven children: 
Maggie (Mrs. Chris Leonard), Robert, Al
bert, James, Katherine, Alfred, Charlie. 

Wm. McCrae, born in 1864 moved onto 
his homestead in 1894 on NE 28-25-18. In 
December 1903 he married Catherine Mc
Ewen. Their children were Marybelle 
(Mrs. Green), Alex, Bertha, Hector, Olive 
(Mrs. Garner), Duncan. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. Warrian were married in 
Haliburton, Ontario in 1900. They came 
to the Dickson district and moved onto 
NE 9-25-18 in the year 1908. A family by 
the name of Snedden lived there before 
them. William and his wife had four sons 
and one daughter: Vernell, Clemons, 
Kenneth, Garnet, and Lylla (Mrs. Wag
ner). 

Jim Dickson homesteaded in 1900 on 
SE 28-25-18. He farmed there for a number 
of years then sold out and moved onto 
NW 15-25-18. He built a small house went 
to Ontario to marry Mrs. Flora Hutton. 
Her three children were Stewart Russell 
and Lillian Hutton (Mrs. Fox). After his 
return from the first world war Stewart 
took over the farm and married Ariel 
Riddell; Russell married Minnie Birss. 

Thomas Farrell, born in Milverton 
Ontario in 1862, came to the west in 1896' 
bought his homestead in the Ochre Rive; 
municipality, built a two-storey frame 
house, cleared the land and went back to 
Ontario in 1900 to marry Fanny Bourne. 
Mrs. Far~ell was born in Bethnal, Queen, 
England In 1877, losing both parents when 
very young. In 1882 the government of the 
day brought a boatload of homeless child
ren to Canada to be placed in orphanages 
or h~mes a~d Fanny was among these. 
She lIved WIth the John Riley family of 
Perth county, Ontario, until her mar
riage in 1900. They raised six children: 
Ethel (Mrs. George Schaff), Delbert, 
Gordon, Jennie (Mrs. Bob Carleton) 
Wesley, Ada (Mrs. Andrew Ross). ' 

MOUNTVIEW SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 953 

Mountview was discovered in 1887 when 
drought hit southern Manitoba and stock-

Mountview School Field Day - 1931 

men came over the Riding Mountains 
looking for feed discovering this "land 
of milk and honey" in the process. It 
was called Skilligalee by some, refer
ring to the plain fare the pioneers were 
obliged to eat (skilligalee being simply 
oatmeal with boiling water poured over 
iL) Bill Fee gave it the name and he could 
have had in mind the soupy condition of 
the soil in the rainy reason. Either ver
sion is acceptable but when it came to 
naming the school district the trustees 
took no chances, calling it Mount View 
which in time became the one word 
Mountview. The first school was built 
on SW 24-24-19 in 1898. 

Some of the first settlers were Mr. and 
~rs. Andrew Malcolm, from Minnedosa, 
In 1889; Mr. and Mrs. R. C. McLeod from 
Ontario; Mr. and Mrs. John Durston and 
sons William, Charlie, Albert, Harry and 
Angus from Portage la Prairie; J. J. 
Seale and his mother from Quebec; Mr 
and Mrs. Alex McKerchar in 1893 from 
Strathclair; Bill and Frank Fee from 
Ontario in 1895 - Bill brought his wife and 
family out in 1897. 

Mountview Ladies' Club ·1938 
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By 1900 other settlers had arrived: 
Robert Cardiff, James Friend, Mary 
Ann and Sandy Boles, Sandy Clark, Angus 
Morrison, Bob Campbell, Peter Hubert, 
Rothwells, Ken and George Edwards, 
Andy Malcolm, Jim and Dave Scarff, 
Jim McGinnis, G. Burtons, Pauls, Rhin
dress, Jack McCallum, George Rogers, 
Crawfords, Robert Cruise, Hank Es
plens, Secords, Carruthers, Ad Bryce, 
Bob Allan, Bill Wright, Freeman, Smith, 
Fred Durston, Alex Robb, William Dun
field, Jack Bates, Bill Palmer, Sher
woods and Johnstons. In 1901 Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Lock moved in; in 1905 Mr. 
and Mrs. H. Davies, and in 1912 Mr. and 
Mrs. F. Fulkerson. 

Jacob Cather had the first threshing 
machine in 1893 and in 1916 Robert Dur
ston brought in the first big steam out
fit. 

In 1890 T.A. Burrows had a road built 
as he had a saw mill in the mountains. 
Several farmers took wheat north of town 
to the Shaw brothers' grist mill. Some 
of the Malcolms had a cheese factory. 

Dave Johnston was one of the first coun
cillors for the municipality, followed by 
Robert Campbell, then Wm. H. Durston 
for many years. Mr. Durston did road 
grading with mules and horses on scrap
ers and plows. The first bridge across 
Edwards Creek was built near the Robert 
Campbell farm; the first ditch in the dis
trict was made from the W. H. Durston 
farm north to Campbell's farm, with 
horses and plow. Settlers tried to make 
their own ditches to drain their land. 
Bill Fee plowed furrows along the south 
side of his homestead, and his daughters 
cut these sods and piled them up to make 
a bank for the ditches. 

School was held in a log building in the 
summer until the first school was built in 
1898 on 24-24-19 by Peter Morley. Later 
an ice house was built to store the water 
supply with saw dust from the saw mill 
to pack the water in. 

With Mr. Young as teacher in the school 
in 1900, children enrolled were Ed and 
Susie Rathwell, Rory Dewar, Edgar and 
Bill Scarff, Bertha and Linda Allan, Ed 
and Emerson Burton, Ken and Della Mc-
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Ginnes, Art, Dora and Ray Herriott, Har
vey and William Morley, Lelia Malcolm, 
Nellie and Annie Cardiff, Edith, Pearl, 
Laura and Lydia Fee. 

In 1912 the following were registered, 
Della McQuay teaching: Charlie Fee, 
Maggie, Mary, and Billie Wallace; Hugh 
McKerchar, Dan McLeod, Jenrw' Lock, 
May, Jean and Hilliard Wright, Cecil and 
Florence Durston, Hazel and Lillian 
Black, Alex Paul, Billie and Gladys Dav
ies. 

By 1916 Miss Smith was teaching Roy, 
Wilfred and Bill Cardiff, Olive and Bill 
Durston, Hilda and Edythe Black, Bill 
and Jim Paul, Johnny Seale, Bertha Mc
Leod, Blanche, Clara and Jim Scarff, 
Cliff Pollon, Harry Bonnett, Nellie, Hilda 
and Lillian Bayliss, Roberta and Bessie 
Campbell. Other teachers in the school 
were Misses Lola and Winnie Caldwell, 
Miss Margaret Parker and Miss Zetta 
Hicks. 

Early one spring morning in 1922 the 
school burned down with most of the 
school books, a large set of dishes and all 
the cupboards. Miss Isabelle Milloy was 
the teacher and had to finish out the term 
in a small house. In the meantime the 
Paulson school had been formed to the 
east, Banks to the south-east, and now 
Durston was instituted to the south mak
ing the Mountview district much smaller. 
However, the new school, larger and 
built half a mile farther south, opened 
that fall with Earle Hamilton teaching 
and E. H. Walker as inspector. 

The first church services were held in a 
log building on the farm of William 
Durston. Some of the ministers were 
Rev. McRitchie, Rev. Barnett, and Rev. 
Gilmour. In 1900 the Presbyterian minis
ter held service on one Sunday and the 
Methodist the next. By 1916 the Salva
tion Army held Sunday school; Alf Scarff 
was superintendent, later Walter Lock, 
followed by Mrs. J. H. Ritchie. 

When James Friend and Mary Ann 
Boles were married it took them three 
days to drive to Strathclair for the cere
mony and three days back, using team 
and wagon. The ring cost James $3. 



It was said that T. A. Burrows organ
ized the first ladies' club in Mountview 
when he ran as Liberal candidate and 
asked the ladies to help him. During the 
world wars the ladies worked together 
knitting, sewing and packing boxes. Some 
of the club presidents were Mrs. J. W. 
Black, Mrs. Robert Cardiff, Mrs. Robert 
Durston, Mrs. Jack Esplen, Mrs. J. H. 
Ritchie, Mrs. George Angus, Mrs. Robert 
Lee, Mrs. Alex Neill. Mrs. Hugh McKer
char was secretary-treasurer for many 
years. 

MEL TON SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 1101 

A mixed farming district about 12 
miles north-east of Dauphin town, the two 
main roads of which are No. 20 highway 
and the range line, and through which the 
Valley River flows, the Melton school 
district received its name from Eng
land. 

Some of the early settlers were J. 
Brown. Herb and Allan Short, Sam Ter
rills, Wm. Stewart, W. E. Lee, Robert 
Mitchell, J. Munson, J. Mooney, Luke 
Blabey, R. Ferguson, W. Ching, E. Brad
shaw, Herbert Coulson, H. Shepherd, 
J. Montgomery, H. Dowswell, F. Smith. 
Walter Gray, Charles and Guy Coulthard, 
Robert Curle, Robert Fair, McLellans. 
George Harkness, Frasers, E. Sander
son, Lumsdens. 

With a large number of children in 
the district it became necessary to have 
a school, and a ratepayers' meeting was 
called in April 1901, in the home of E. 
Sanderson. Elected trustees were R. 
Curle, chairman, Walter Gray, Robert 
Curle, H. Lumsden as secretary-treasur
er. 

The site chosen was NE corner of 25-
26-19 on J. Brown's farm on the bank of 
the Valley River. The sum of $700 was 
borrowed to cover cost of building and 
equipment. The building was of lumber, 
30 by 20, served the community as hall. 
church, school and meeting place for 
many years. The first teacher was Annie 
Cardiff, her salary was $2 per teaching 
day. In 1908 a barn was built on the 

grounds, for which James Stewart was 
paid $30. 

After the first world war, Dublin Bay 
and Ripon school districts were formed 
and reduced the size of Melton school dis
trict. 

Robert Curle was first councillor of 
the ward from 1900 to 1903, but left the 
district to return to Stonewall. From 
England, Guy and Charles Coulthard 
came to 32-26-18. Charles married Alice 
Lys from Dublin Bay and they had a 
family of nine. 

Herbert Coulson came from England 
in 1903 and bought a farm from the CPR 
at $3 an acre. He married Stella Shepherd. 
Mr. Coulson was interested in music and 
drama, a clever cellist, also a Shake
speare fan. He took part in school concerts 
for fifty years and acted as secretary
treasurer for fifteen. He was the first 
farmer in the district to own purebred 
Guernsey cattle. 

Luke Blabey the local blacksmith could 
make or mend anything, also had a small 
tannery where he tanned hides for the 
district. His wife was Martha Giles and 
they had nine children. 

Robert Mitchell came from Scotland 
and lived on NW 24-26-19. The J. Mun
son family moved to Dauphin where Mr. 
Munson became magistrate. The Allan 
Short family spent many years in the 
district, two daughters were Mrs. Howard 
Campbell and Mrs. Jens Jensen. Mr 
and Mrs. W. E. Lee homesteaded on 36-
26-19 until they moved to town; J. Mont
gomery went back to his old home town 
in Ontario, C. Love bought his farm; 
Anthony Kutcher was the first Ukrain
ian settler in the Melton district. 

A few years ago Nick Basaraba was dig
ging for some special type of clay when 
he came upon an Indian grave. The box. 
or coffin was in fair shape. The body had 
been wrapped in birch bark. Inside the 
box with the skeleton was a tomahawk, 
a hunting knife, a couple of pipes. some 
silver spoons, a pair of scissors in a tin 
can and a lot of beads. The articles, well 
preserved, are now museum pieces. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Walter Gray with their 
family Bertha, Bruce, Irene and Norman 
came to the Melton district in 1900 and 
homesteaded on the north half of section 
36-26-19 north of the Valley River. Melton's 
first teacher, Annie Cardiff boarded with 
them, as did the second teacher, Thorne 
Eddy of New Brunswick. During Mr. 
Eddy's term the valley flooded, the Val
ley, the Wilson and the Vermillion rivers 
overflowed due to the heavy rains and cov
ered the land. Mr. Eddy was the owner of 
high waders and carried the children over 
the bridge to the school each day. Other 
teachers at Melton were Miss Gillanders. 
Miss Kate Morrison. 

Mosquitoes plagued the early settlers 
so that smudges for animals and humans 
were necessary, often to the point where 
smudge pots were carried in the wagons. 
The compensations were many, the rivers 
were full of fish, even goldeye, and after 
the big fire in 1899 the bushes were loaded 
with gooseberries, wild currants, cran
berries, strawberries, raspberries, choke
cherries and saskatoons. 

Obtaining good water was a problem 
in this area as alkali and iron were pre
valent, but many good water wells were 
dug. 

Church services were conducted by 
student ministers from the Presbyterian 
and Methodist churches in the summer 
months. Theirs was no easy task as roads 
were full of ruts, roots, stumps and some
times water - some rode horseback, some 
drove horse and buggy, others walked. 
The schoolhouse was the meeting place, 
as it was for every social function in the 
district. 

DURSTON SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 2066 

The Durston School District was es
tablished in 1922 and since it is closely 
linked with the Mountview district the 
histories of the two would be overlapping. 
Hence no separate history of this district 
is written. 

Durston district was a part of Mount
view or Skilligalee when it was first 
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formed; when a new school was to be 
built the north and south portions of the 
district could not agree on the site. The 
district split up, the north remaining 
Mountview while the south became Durs
ton after Wm. H. Durston, who donated 
the land for this purpose. 

Pupils of the Durston school came from 
the families of Durstons, Fee, Seale, 
Copeland, Cardiff, McMillan, Waldeck, 
Mason, Beer, Richards, Long, Dunfield, 
Langan, Duhame, Frost, Genaille, Syrnyk 
and Hogman. 

Among the teachers who served the dis
trict were Lillian Henderson, Mrs. Wil
mothe, Susie Cox, Mrs. Love, Gladys 
McRoberts, Ruth Broder, Mrs. E. King, 
Miss Thacker, Vida Cameron, Mrs. Eliza
beth Kay, Mrs. Bowman, Mrs. Allan 
Durston, Miss Morrow, Phyllis Hessel
wood, Adeline Boyko, C. Erlendson, 
Frederick Gibson, Mrs. May McNaugh
ten, Mrs. V. Gemmell. 

Trustees were W. H. Durston, C. J. Seale, 
R. R. Cardiff, Chas Beer, Bert Dunfield, 
E. Durston. 

SIFTON SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 1009 

The history of the Sifton School district 
is largely that of the village of Sifton, 
and the history of the village of Sifton is 
one of industry. Twenty-five years ago 
it earned fame for its initiative in indus
trial enterprise, with spinning wheels, 
carding machines, woollen mill, grain 
cleaners, cement well cribbings, building 
blocks, tombstones, and the famous Mary 
Maxim wool. 

Sifton School District No. 1009 was or
ganized in 1899 and for one year classes 
were conducted in a log building left by 
CNR construction workers on CNR pro
perty; teacher was William Farrar. The 
new school was built the following year 
after the townsite was laid out. 

The village of Sifton came into being 
in 1895 when the railroad was in the pro
cess of construction. It was named after 
Sir Clifford Sifton of the Winnipeg Free 



Press who was responsible for the large 
Polish and Ukrainian immigration into 
the district. Paul Wood was the land 
agent. There were no horses in the dis
trict before 1910, all oxen. 

The first store was built in 1897 'by John 
Kennedy, who had first homesteaded 
north of Valley River. The store was situa
ted 100 yards south of the station. John 
Kennedy was also the first postmaster, 
and with brother Jim bought and sold 
the first wheat grown in the district until 
the first elevator was built in 1905. The 
first store was sold, Karl Halinski buying 
the building for use as a blacksmith shop. 
John Kennedy built his second store in 
1902 and sold it to Messrs. Jones and Wood 
in 1905. In the meantime John Kennedy 
and William Barrie started and were op
erating the first flour mill. William Bar
rie had spent six years on his homestead in 
River Bend prior to 1894. The flour mill 
was sold to H. Farion and P. Melnyk in 
1911. 

The first grain elevator was opera
ted by Paul Wood who was also agent for 
McCormack Deering machine company. 

William Ashmore came to Sifton in 1902 
as agent for Massey-Harris and operated 
the first livery barn and draying ser
vice. John Reid was the first section fore
man south from Sifton; Ab Kitt, north. 
John Reid's son Hiram was the first 
Sifton lawyer. 

Mr. Nyx built a store in 1904 and with 
Mr. Cumberland operated the Sifton 
Gazette n~wspaper in 1906. The store 
was later sold to Felix Marantz and son
in-law Max Hechter from Winnipegosis. 

Mr. Ross was the first CNR station 
agent, John Kennedy built a third store 
in 1912 and this store has been in opera
tion since. 

T. A. Burrows built the first lumber 
yard in 1915, operated by Wm. Walters 
and Wm. Campbell. Fred Farion built 
a store in 1910, a flour mill in 1920. George 
Kuchma had the first shoe and harness 
shop in Sifton. 

Sponsored by the Presbyterian mission 
the first hospital and medical dispensary 
was started under Dr. Scott and Miss 
Goforth; Miss Reid was first superin
tendent of the home for underprivileged 
children. Agnes Angus did medical ser-

vIce during the 1918 'flu epidemic and 

did not lose a patient. 
J. weselOWSKI and W. S. McPhedrain 

founded the first Sifton Woollen Mills 
in 1935, to manufacture blankets, socks, 
mitts and comforters. 

Mary Maxim Manufacturing Com
pany, now famous the world over for its 
sweaters, was founded by W. S. McPhe
drain in 1945; head office has since moved 
to Dauphin and then to Paris, Ontario. 

School Children on Burrows Avenue -
1905 

BURROWS SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 1122 

In the spring of 1901 settlers of the Bur
rows district opened their school in the 
homestead home of Isaac SpiIIett on SE 
18-24-19 and called it Burrows. Victor Love 
was the first teacher; Richard Craven the 
first secretary-treasurer, with Fred Smith 
and William Love trustees. 

In the fall of 1901 a schoolhouse was built 
on SW 18-24-19 -replaced in 1938 with a 
brand new veneer construction complete 
with. basement and waterworks on larger 
grounds at a cost of $4,600; building by 
Craig brothers of Dauphin. Following 
consolidation this building was used as 
a community hall. 

Pioneers of this district include Sandy 
McPherson, Jim Audy, Ed Hewitt, Wil
liam Burke, Stewart Geekie, Joe Tucker, 
Fred Smith, Jim Kerr, Jack Sinclair. 

Ed Hewitt immigrated to Canada from 
Ireland, arrived in Dauphin in 1892 from 
Strathclair via Lake Audy with the Mc
Kerchar and McLeod families and took 
up homesteading on SW 20-24-19. He mar-

75 



ried Janet Hicks of Val Cartier, Quebec 
in 1896 and returned to the district to farm 
although Mr. Hewitt was a teacher by pro
fession. He was secretary-treasurer of 
the school district for a number of ye<;lrs. 
He sold his homestead in 1912 to Harry 
Needham and rented Tom Whitmore's 
farm until 1917 when he bought NE 18-
24-19. The Hewitts had one son, Harry. 

William Burke homesteaded NE 18-
24-19 in 1892. He was a surveyor by trade 
which necessitated absence from the farm 
for long intervals. 

Stewart Geekie came to Dauphin in 
1891 and homesteaded on SE 24-24-20. He 
was the first reeve of the Dauphin munici
pality when it was incorporated in 1898. 

Joe Tucker arrived in 1891 with his sons 
J. H. and George. They took up homestead 
rights on NE and SW 24-24-20; in 1894 
George filed for NE 14-24-20. 

Fred Smith came in via Neepawa in 
1895 and settled on SW 12-24-19. He used to 
go back to Westbourne each fall to run a 
steam outfit for threshing and had a 
team on ·the tank drawing water. The 
story of his life includes the tale that he 
went to town on horseback one spring 
day when the water was high in the river, 
falling off in midstream so both horse 
and rider swam separately to shore on 
the other side. He went to a neighbor's, 
obtained dry clothes, went on to town 
for supplies, coming back when his clothes 
were dry enough to be worn, donned them 
and again took the trip across the river, 
this time with no mishap. 

Sandy McPherson came to the Burrows 
district in 1886 from Parkhill district in 
Ontario via Solsgirth in Manitoba. Their 
ox team took them over the Riding Moun
tains through Strathclair to SE 13-24-20. 
They attempted to find oil on section 23, 
also set up a stopping house at the junction 
of Vermillion river and Kinnis meadow. 
He attempted a small sawmill type of 
operation which required an entire day 
for one log, then built a more ambitious 
type of saw mill by damming the Ver
million river and using it for power. In 
1895 he moved to Old Dauphin and started 
a hardware store and blacksmith shop on 
Burrows A venue. He sold his homestead 
to Dr. Law from Beaton, Ontario. 
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Jim Audy ran pack trains over the Rid
ing Mountains for the Hudson Bay Com
pany, starting around 1890. Lake Audy was 
named after him and it is interesting to 
note that he was one of the pioneers who 
had the initiative to learn the Cree lan
guage. 

Jim Kerr came to Dauphin from West
bourne via Neepawa in 1889, settled on NW 
18-24-19 but ran the saw mill for Sandy 
McPherson. Jim Kerr, Tom Whale, later 
a hardware merchant at Winnipegosis, 
and Stewart Geekie were the first men 
to cut and saw logs this side of the moun
tains. In 1893 Mr. Kerr brought his family 
up from Westbourne and lived for a time 
on SW 18-24-19 until he was able to build 
a home on his own holdings. 

Jack Sinclair homesteaded on SW 18-
24-19 in the fall of 1889; lived there until 
1898 when he sold to E. B. Armstrong, 
who had arrived from Alma, Ontario. 
Harley and Arnott Armstrong subse
quently acquired this land, also that of 
Wm. McAlwraith on SE 18-24-19. The 
Armstrong holdings over the years were 
extended to take in land pioneered by 
W. D. Law, M. A. Spillett, John Kerr, 
Wm. Stacey and Frank McEwan. 

ECLIPSE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 1177 

First named the Josiah school, after 
the son of a pioneer by the name of Man
ley, the Eclipse school district quickly pro
ceeded to rename the location which was 
on the Bumstead brothers land on NW 
6-25-18. 

Though the school district was formed 
in 1902 and school taxes were collected 
as early as 1907 the school itself was not 
built until 12 years later. The children in 
the meantime were being transported 
to the Vermillion, Old Dauphin and town 
of Dauphin schools; Thomas Jordon and 
Mr. Hambleton were early van drivers. 

The first school was built in 1919 just 
east of Edwards Creek which runs through 
the land. The first teacher was Miss Pes
kett. whose parents lived in the district. 
Harry Armstrong was first chairman, 



Bay Centre School - 1897 

Harry McMunn first secretary-treasurer. 
the necessary amount required to build 
the school was $1.600 which was loaned 
by Mrs. Wm. McMunn to expedite con
struction. This building burned down in 
the 1950's and was replaced immediately. 

Some of the early settlers were Wm. 
McMunn, Mr. Fawcett, Mr. Whitney, 
Mr. Lockwood, Harry Armstrong, Mr. 
Peskett, Mr. G. Strang, Joe Bumstead and 
brother Elmer, George Parker, J. Fair, 
and Harry McMunn. 

The Eclipse school district is one of the 
few which have grown into villages. The 
school is now closed, with assimilation 
into the Dauphin -Ochre Area system. 

WEST BA Y SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 1223 

About 1897 or 1898 land in what is now 
known as the West Bay school District was 
opened to the public for homesteading. 
Some of the early settlers were Hugh H. 
Shields on NE 6-28-18 and at the same 
time Herman Pearse got the adjoining 
SE quarter; Albert French entered on the 
SW quarter, and James Gardner on the 
NW quarter. Mr. French's father and 

brother homesteaded the east half of 
36-27-19 which was in the Fairville dis
trict. Charlie Little took SE 18-28-18, Oliv
er Abraham the SW quarter, and Will
iam Dempsey the NW quarter. 

Howard Griffith took NE 12-28-19, and 
Wilfred Abrey the SE. They built their 
homestead shanty on the dividing line, 
sharing it in such a manner that each 
could go to bed on his own land, sit at the 
table on his own property and thus watch 
their own holdings. Alfred Aller took the 
SW, and Mike Marinuk had the NW quar
ter. Ralph Orr took NE 2-28-19 and Anton 
Prokopowich the SE. 

SE 24-28-19 was homesteaded by Donald 
Dempsey but he later abandoned it and it 
was homesteaded in 1904 by Donald Mc
Phee. The NE of 24 was taken in the early 
days by Aleck Seychuk. 

Many of these pioneers were young and 
welcomed occasions that called for a 
party or dance in the district. The music 
was often only a mouth organ or a violin. 
One bitter cold evening two of the young 
fellows were going home from such a 
party at a late hour when they fell asleep. 
The cutter hit a rock and awakened them, 
rudely, but there were no casulaties. 

Another West Bay incident: two young 
fellows out walking came up to two moose 
fawns. They succeeded in catching one 
and brought it home, fed it cows milk, it 
became quite tame and was a pet for two 
or three years. 

By 1903 there was a large settlement in 
the district and a school became neces
sary. It was built on NE 12-28-19 being 
school number 1223 in the province in 
February 1903. The first teacher was 
George Basham. At one time this school 
had an enrollment of 76 with an average 
attendance in the month of February of 
67. The district covered an area of eighteen 
to twenty sections. 

MOWAT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 1232 

The Mowat School District was organ
ized in 1903, spearheaded by George Lacey 
who walked several miles to interest the 
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Kosiw School- 1914 

people in the first meeting. This organiza
tional meeting was held in the home of 
Noel Johnson on NE 12-29-19. The first 
trustees were George Lacey, Charles 
Clarke, Noel Johnson, with George Frame 
as the first chairman and Thomas Rich
ardson secretary-treasurer. The first 
school was built for $600 and was given the 
name Mowat after Sir Oliver Mowat, one 
of the Fathers of Confederation. 

First pupils of this school were Hattie 
Lacey (Mrs. W. Mullen) and Joe Rudke
vitch. The school opened in 1904 with 
George Basham as teacher and he was fol
lowed by Mrs. Emma Rice, Jim Lintick, 
Miss Grace Beach, Mr. Jarvis, John 
Main, Reta Breakey, C.D. Voigt. 

In 1920 a new two-roomed school was 
built . to accommodate 80 pupils with 
primary grades one to four under C. D. 
Voigt, later Inspector Voigt; and second
ary grades 5-11 under the direction of 
D. A. Dahlgren, brother of Clarence N. 
Dahlgren, as principal. Fire destroyed 
this school in 1951 ana the area board built 
a one-roomed in its place. 

Among the graduates of this school, 
most notable is John Slobodzian. A high
ly regarded educationist in the province. 
he was teacher in the Dauphin town 
schools for several years after which he 
was promoted to supervisor of elemen
tary schools where he established a filing 
system which is second to none. He is 
presently a federal inspector with the 
Department of Indian Affairs. 

Other graduates of this school were 
Joe Masiowski, John Zabiaka, William 
Zabiaka, Fred Solomon, Mike Brezden, 
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Earl Gower, Tom Miller, Jim Johnston, 
Mrs. Joe Masiowski, Henry Solomon, 
Ernest Johnston, Metro Boreyko, Peter 
Rudkevitch, Mrs. Laverne Carriere (nee 
Gower), Mrs. Jim Johnston, Jim Richard
son. 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS OF KOSIW, 
LEMBERG AND MOUNTAIN STREAM 

In August 1896 the first rural settlers 
of Ukrainian and Polish origin arrived in 
the Dauphin district, settling northwest 
of the Valley River. The group included: 
Vasko Bashshak, Joe Pawliski, John 
Sytnyk, Vasko Gereliuk, Peter Percha
liuk, Wasyl Ksenzyk, Vasko Nizelow
ski, Wasyl Batryn. 

The following spring Paul Potoski, 
father of Dr. Michael Potoski, Dr. Peter 
Potoski and Reeve John Potoski, immi
grated to Canada and settled in Sifton. 
In May of the same year the first immi
grants to come in by train arrived and 
were slated to take up land which to them 
was unsuitable. They were then given rich, 
black-soil land in the mountain area south
west of Dauphin and on May 23, 1897 they 
built their first abode, a kind of teepee 
tha tched with old hay. 

Michael Leskiw had brought with him 
a rip saw from the old country and with 
the abundance of poplar bush in the area 
no time was lost in bulding houses, roofs, 
doors and door-jambs, with tables and 
benches for furnishings. 

The next contingent to arrive by train 
included: John Baran, John Bosiak, Mic
hael Chorny, Samuel Fichych, Nichola 
Genik, Steve Koshowski, Michael'; Les':. <'.-' 

kiw, Samuel Magalas, Michael Mat
lashewski, Dmetro Malkowvich, Tony 
Milowski, Michael Myk, Wasyl Poded
worni, Peter Podedworni, Joseph Ro
manchych, John Slyzuk, Tomko Tabaka, 
Fedor Z. Sklepovitch, Matwie Kumka, 
Wasyl Symchych, Lazar Shkwarok, Mi
chael Duda, John S. Genik, Michael 11-
niski, Michael Koshowski, Paul Trach, 
Steve Urbanovich, Kasemir Urbanski, 
Peter Matlashewski. 

In the summer of 1897 the following 
arrived: Michael Boyko, Peter Boyko, 
Joseph Drebniski, Tony Drebniski, Anton 



Genik, Michael Genik, Vasko Koshowski 
Nicholas Michaluk, Wasyl Lwiwski' 
Julian Lubenyski, John Nakurash. Ro~ 
man Karpinec, John Lesyshyn, Joseph 
Homeniuk, Nicholas Huzy, Dmetro Kaw
chuk, John Presunka, George Presunka 
Angus Presunka, Blashko Tabaka, Joe 
Tokar, John Tokar, Egnas Widwiski. 

In 1898 the following joined the settle
ment: Peter Bomok, John Bomok, Paulo 
Duch, Michael Iwaskiw, Nicholas Gidile
wich, Tony Koshowski, Nicholas Kush
tra, Filko Marych, Nicholas Malowski, 
Michael Mizibroski, Dmetro Mizibroski 
Alex Skakun, Luka Popkropywni. Bring~ 
ing with them grain, garden and flower 
seeds from their own country these pio
neers planted community gardens helping 
one another get started in this new land. 
Three such were started of one-acre sizes 
on the Romanchych's farm, the Leskiw's 
and a third between the Magalas and the 
Chorny farms. 

Since educational opportunity had been 
denied the masses in the Ukraine, the Uk
rainian pioneers wasted little time in es
tablishing a school in their district. The 
Kosiw school, No. 1245, was built in 1899 
by the Presbyterian mission some 15 
miles southwest of Dauphin. The lumber 
and hardware was bought by the Mission 
and the log school was built by volunteers. 
In 1902 the department of Education took 
o~er and the school became organized 
wI.th trustees. Dmetro Romanchych, 
MIchael Leskiw, Matwie Kumka and 
Alex Skakun, the first teacher being John 
Bodruk. 

In 1909 they organized and built the 
Lemberg school, No. 1497, where the first 
teacher was John Nowasack. On the first 
board of trustees were Tony Koshowski. 
Michael Iwaskiew and Dmetro Kawchuk. 
A third school was opened in 1911 named 
Mountain Stream No. 1544, with Tony 
Melynuk as teacher. John Puchalski 
Peter Duda and Michael Tokar formed 
the board. 

Their religious services were very im
portant to these new Canadians, their 
religious faith having been observed ser
iously in their own country. Here in Can
ada they could not understand the ser
vices performed by either Catholic or the 

Kosiw Hall - 1913 

Presbyterian missionaries. This present
ed a problem, particularly for weddings 
or funerals. 

The problem was solved for them when 
the Presbyterians selected the teacher 
John Bodruk, as preacher, and the Canad~ 
ian government was able to obtain for 
them a Ukrainian Greek Catholic priest 
from the United States. The first service 
was held at Mr. and Mrs. Harry Twer
dun's home which was· located back of the 
Dauphin hospital. 

The first church was built on Michael 
Leskiw's farm in 1902. This church was 
subsequently moved to Wasyl farm by the 
Presbyterians, and finally the Ukrain
ians built their own church on Michael 
Boyko's farm where the Keld church now 
stands. In 1922 the Presbyterian church 
was changed to Ukrainian Orthodox. 
Since then a new one was built on the 
same location. The Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic remained known as the Keld 
church. 

The Kosiw Progress Library was or
ganized in 1903 in the name of Ivan Franko 
a great poet, and in 1913 it was moved t~ 
a new location and named the Ukrain
ian Peoples' Home. The Roman Catho
lic Church was built in 1917 on Vasko Kos
howski's farm. The Keld post office was 
operated by Alex Skakun in 1911. The Uk
rainian People's Home was built in 1922 
for the purpose of teaching, reading. sing
ing, culture, and learning the Canadian 
way of life. 

Enterprising and industrious in their 
new country these pioneers made full use 
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/ H. Hunt, David Scarff, Finlay Carmi
chael, Duncan Carmichael, Robert Boyd, 
and the Carruthers family. 

Mountain Stream School - 1911 

of this opportunity to utilize their initia
tive and built flour mills, dehydrated 
fruit made small hand-fed threshing 
machines as a forerunner to large thresh
ing machines later purchased, made eat
ing dishes and furniture and clay ovens. 
They progressed with the times from oxen 
to horse and buggy to automobile. Tele
phone service came into the district in 
1914 and Steve Koshowski, Michael Kos
howski, Michael Leskiw and Dmetro 
Romanchych had phones installed imme
diately. 

These three communities have con
tributed their share of teachers, nurses, 
engineers, scientists, lawyers, doctors, 
business and tradesmen, provincial and 
federal legislators, to the world work 
force. From Kosiw the following have 
graduated: Paraska and Maggie Malko
vich, Annie Romanchych, William Skle
povich and Dr. Peter Koshowskj. Jaros- ... 
law William Arsenych taught in Kosiw 
school in 1914, later studied -law, receiving 
his KC appointment in 1935 and in 1948 
became county court judge in Dauphin. 

BANKS SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 1466 

The Banks School District was formed 
in the year 1906 and numbered 1466. It is a 
fairly laq;e district, nestling in the foot
hills of the Riding Mountains and this is 
believed the reason for its name, Banks. 
The first trustees were Captain Parker, 
William Cannon and Duncan Carmichael. 
The first teacher was Miss McIntyre. 

Some of the older settlers were the Thos. 
Baxters, William Jackson, Ben Faw
cett, William Sherwood, Jos. LaFleur, 
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Relatives of the Carruthers family still 
occupy the old place - William Carru
thers who married May Dunfield. Daugh
ters of the Carruthers were May (Mrs. 
Albert Durston), Adeline (Mrs. Joe Stead
man), Rita (Mrs. Art Lunstead), Esther 
(Mrs. Wilfred McRoberts). 

The Carmichael farms are occupied by 
descendants of the pioneers who first 
homesteaded the land. Sons of Archie 
and Duncan are on the home places. A 
daughter Nellie (Mrs. Charles Fee) has 
lived in the Durston district. 

Records and information are not avail
able to make a comprehensive history of 
this school. It is known that several home
steads were taken up by people who did 
not reside on them but used them for hunt
ing lodges or for use while cutting fire
wood in the winter. Two of these people 
were Archie Esplen, who was a pioneer 
but lived near Dauphin; and Robert Camp
bell, who pioneered in the Mountview 
district. 

Later residents coming to this district 
were the George Stanleys who at one time 
operated a saw mill at the foot of the 
mountains; the Bert Dormans, the Hugh 
Longs, the William Robbs, the P. Doer
flers, the Wheatleys, the Brooks, the Clif
fords and the Perry Fosters. 

PAULSON SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 1985 

The Paulson school district is not a 
very large one: situated in the south
east corner of the Dauphin municipality, 
it was formed in 1918. There were residents 
before them but their families must have 
attended schools in the other districts, 
Mountview or Eclipse. Paulson is bound
ed on the north by Eclipse, south by 
Banks, east by Bay Centre, west by 
Mountview. 

The first school was built in 1919 by 
Brignall of Ochre' River. While build-



ing the school the carpenters boarded at 
the home of Robert Fair and in exchange 
for board and room they lined up the in
side of a new residence which Mr. Fair 
was in the process of constructing. First 
trustees in this district were George 
Sumpter, Robert Fair and Nat Bigham. 
No record is available as to the first teach
er but one of the earlier ones was Mar
garet Esplen, daughter of Archie Esplen, 
an old timer. 

Among the old-timers of the district 
were the Nat Bighams, George Sumpters, 
George Sumptons, Robert Fairs, Eva
sons. Later residents were the Inksters, 
the George Peels, the Birtians and the 
Lunsteads. 

DUBLIN BAY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 2010 

Dublin Bay School District was formed 
in July 1919 as No. 2010 in the province. 
At its institution it comprised the area 
on the east side of the Valley River along 
the shore of Lake Dauphin but in the re
arrangement program in 1920 when the 
Ripon school district was formed, the 
south half of Dublin Bay went into that and 
some of the areas of Melton and Fair
ville on the west side of the river. 

The school was built on SE 29-27-18 
by contractor Jim Wright of Winnipeg
osis. Trustees in this new school district 
were James Zihrul, chairman, Harry 
Hope, secretary-treasurer, Wm. Webb. 
Nick Ryz. Total cost of building the school 
was $4,791 for site, buildings, and furnish
ings. Stuart Farr was hired as teacher at 
a salary of $1,200 per year. the school 
opened on September 22, 1921 with an 
enrollment of 17 for the first month, this 
increased to 23 the next month but by Jan
uary of the next year 27 children were 
registered. 

Names of children who attended Dub
lin Bay school in the first year were: Edna 
Strasd·in. Norman Strasdi~, Arnold Stras
din, Anna Bayko. Nellie Bayko. Eva 
Mitchell, Minnie Bayko. Lilly Strasdin. 
Stanley Ryz, Bayko, Fred Mitchell. Mel
vin Mitchell, Joseph Pyefinch, Lawrence 
Ryz,' Pearl Hyshka, Gordon Gillis. Rod
erick Gillis, Nelson Gillis, Olga Selin, 

Vera Selin, John Selin, Jenny Welgan, 
Olga Welgan, Glen Inkster, Mary Inkster, 
Alex Inkster, Mary Hyshka, Millie Stras
din, Emily Zihrul, Arnold Zihrul, Rob
ert Zihrul, Ethel Wooster, Dorothy Woost
er, Rosie Ryz, Martha Str§lsdin. 

The first year of operation was relative
ly uneventful, school was closed one 
day while the teacher looked after his 
medical appointment, and the Inkster 
and Selin children missed the entire 
month of May since they lived across the 
river and there was no bridge at that point. 

Paying taxes in the school district in 
1921 were: Jens Jensen, James Mackie, 
Louis Jensen. Stewart Wilmoth, Joseph 
Inkster, Karl Selin, C. Benedickson, W. E. 
Curle, Mrs. R. Curle, Mrs. H. Strasdin. 
John Strasdin. James Zihrul. Harry Hope. 
Jacob Strasdin, Fred Bayko, Alex Yakup
chak, W. J. Fair, Dan Standrick, Petro 
Welgan. E. B. Chambers, Chris Gulbis, 
Wm. Solar, Wm. Mitchell, Edith Woods, 
Nick Ryz, John Fradley, Albert Fradley, 
Tony Bayko, Wm. Webb, Horace Woos
ter. Many others. contributed to the pio
neering of the Dublin Bay district. some 
stayed on, others moved but all helped 
convert it into one of the better agricul
tural districts in the municipality. in
cluding such names as Metz, Bayliss, 
Timewell, Kokolski, Torrie. Walters. 
Woods, Reid. Brain, Lys, Hay, Cohoe, 
Parker, LeJaques. Hood. Bailey, Gancher, 
Kaleta. Kevick, Marcyniuk. Kropelnick, 
Stapleton, McGilvray. Proke, Norris, 
Nickelchuk, Fair, Kalichak, Trotz. 
French, Ogryzlo, Lyon, Lentic, Nakonesh
ny, Wellborn. Michael Ficht, Margaret 
Payton. Thomas Payton. Charles Payton. 
Albert Klug. Harold Paine, Ellen David
son, Thomas Ogilvie. 

The first settlers were ranchers on 
the marsh areas along the shore of Lake 
Dauphin. One of the first settlers started 
the Hood ranch on the east side and near 
the mouth of the Valley River. A log house 
built by Mr. Hood still stands on the 
bank of the river serving as a historical 
landmark. The name Dublin Bay has no 
Irish connection as the early settlers mi
grated from Nebraska or even farther 
south of the border. Dublin Bay was given 
its name by Granny Lys since the bay 
doubles back in on the lake. 

Sports engaged the young people of the 
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Dublin Bay district, mainly baseball and 
hockey played competitively with neigh
boring schools, mainly Fairville. With 
ice on Lake Dauphin or at Sifton as the 
battleground the Dublin Bay Bulldogs 
waged war against the Sifton Bluebirds 
and later the Terriers. 

The Dublin Bay school was closed in 1952 
only five years after voting to be part 
of Dauphin-Ochre Area due to insufficient 
number of pupils. The Area administration 
allowed $20 per family for the transpor
tation of their children to Fairville school 
or $20 per student in lieu of board. The 
Fairville school was closed in 1966 and 
arrangements made for transporting the 
children to the Dauphin schools. 

RIGBY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 2026 

Rigby School District No. 2026 was 
formed in 1919. Teachers recorded on 
the registers were Miss Shemeluck, 
W. T. Sklepowich, Elsie Karpiak, Nell 
Karpiak, Mrs. M. McQuay, E. Hender
son, Lena Derkatz. 

In 1888 Donald Macneill arrived from 
Scotland, took up SW 3-26-20; son John 
took the SE quarter, and son Peter the 
NW quarter. Henry N. Macneill home
steaded on SE 4-26-20. This land was taken 
up before the survey in 1890. 

John McIntosh took up one quarter of 
10-26-20 while William McIntosh filed on 
SW 4-26-20. They came in from Carberry 
in 1891. John McIntosh Junior took NW 
10-26-20 in 1891. Norman McLean filed on 
the south side of 10-26-20. T. S. Craig came 
in and filed on NE 2-26-20 in 1891. That 
same year James Padfield took up SE 
2-26-20. 

V ALLEY RIVER SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 2126 

The children of the pioneers of Valley 
River attended Wilson River school until 
1925 when the Valley Village School Dis
trict No. 2126 was formed to accommo
date the children within boundaries of 
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the village. The one-roomed brick school 
had an enrollment of 45. This was used 
until the district entered the Dauphin
Ochre Area system. 

Valley River is situated on SE 13-26-20 
in the rural municipality of Dauphin, 
about ten miles north west of Dauphin. 
It is a small village on the CNR railway 
just south of Valley river which flows in
to Lake Dauphin. 

The first settler to arrive in this area 
was Angus McDonald who with his family 
settled on the south half of 36-25-20 in 
1886. In 1888 the Hassard brothers, John, 
George, James and. Frank with their 
mother, Mrs. Catherine Hassard, ar
rived from Portage la Prairie. With 
them came the Playfords (Thomas, 
James and Chauncey), and Gilbert Jar
dine. 

Mr and Mrs John Hassard settled not 
far from Lake Dauphin on 24-25-18. Their 
family included Thomas, Kate (Mrs. 
Henry Esplen), Beulah (Mrs. Dunc Kabel), 
Robert, Sarah (Mrs. Robert Black), Ruth 
and Jack. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Hassard went 
further west and homesteaded on 13-
26-20. They had four children: Alberta 
(Mrs. A. Playford), Maggie (Mrs. E.J. 
Neill), George and Edwin. 

The James Hassard family settled on 
6-26-19. There were two daughters and 
two sons: Mary (Mrs. A. J. Boughen), 
Nina, Chauncey, William.' 

. 
The J. R. McLeans arrived in 1889 with 



their family of six sons, Norman, Rus
sell, Sam, Dick, Dave and Angus. The sons 
farmed for a time and went on, Dave to 
Dauphin where he took up railroading
son Stewart became the first Dauphin -
born member of the Manitoba legisla
ture and held cabinet posts in the Duff 
Roblin government. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Boughen and family, 
having come from England to Bowman
ville, Ontario, arrived in the district in 
1890 and took up a homestead on 14-26-20. 
They came ~y horses and wagon from Nee
pawa, taking three days for the trip and 
stopping at James Hassard's home the 
first night which was across the Edwards 
Creek from John Edwards. Their family 
included William J., founder and owner 
of Boughen Nurseries; Edmund, Ben 
Thomas, Arthur and Rose (Mrs. Gilbert 
Jardine). 

John G. McIntosh came to the district 
in 1891 and settled on NE 10-26-20. His 
family were John, William, Margaret 
(Mrs. Archie Parker), Bessie (Mrs. Ed 
McDonald), Alfred and George. 

Thomas Craig, arriving in 1891 farmed 
in the district for several years, then left 
for New Westminster in British Colum
bia. John Macneill with James Padfield 
and Ed Batty arrived in 1891. Donald 
Macneill with sons John, Peter and Hen
ry had come out from Scotland in 1888 
and settled in the Rigby district. 

In 1892 John Kennedy and brother James 
came to Valley River and took up home
steads on the south half of 24-26-20 and 
built their house on the line between the 
two quarters. Although they ate their 
meals together, each slept on his own pro
perty. However, when the railroad came 
through in 1896 the track was laid on the 
dividing line so the house had to be moved, 
Jim got the house and John had to rebuild. 
John had a general store in Sifton in 
later years. 

Martin Playford came to the district 
in 1892 and farmed on the Wilson River 
on SE 34-25-20. He married Annie Mc
Donald, their family included Mary (Mrs. 
Oliver McQuay), Nina, Jean (Mrs. John 
Meakin), Ross, Margaret (Mrs. Garnet 
Finnen), Gertrude, (Mrs. Alex Denby), 
Chance, Helen (Mrs. Elgin Porter), Lau-

ra (Mrs. Beck), Mac and James. 
James. 

In the same year the William McDon
aIds took up a homestead and their family 
were Annie (Mrs. Martin Playford), 
Sarah (Mrs. B. F. Boughen), Margaret 
(Mrs. McArthur), Alex and Wilfred. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cobb with one daughter 
Rose settled on SE 12-26-20. Rose mar
ried Thomas Love and they raised a fam
ily of boys famous for brick-laying ability 
plus hockey prowess. 

The Adam Mather family included 
six daughters: Louise (Mrs. Fred Chute), 
May (Mrs. Winters), Phoebe (Mrs. Jos. 
Villeneuve), Dorothy, Bessie (Mrs. Tho
mas Bradley), Josie (Mrs. C. Veal). 

Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Taylor homesteaded 
south of Dauphin then moved to Valley 
River where they farmed NW 23-26-20, 
doing blacksmithing on the side. They 
later moved into the village and started 
a blacksmith shop following this up with 
a stint in grain buying. Their family in
cluded G. W. and Evelyn (Mrs. Horace 
Ayers). 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bailey came to 
Valley River before the turn of the cen
tury, owning half a section of land and 
also operating the general store and the 
post-office in the village. The family con
sisted of Margaret (Mrs. G. Phillips), 
Anna, Marie (Mrs. Wismer), Wallace 
and Victor. 

Joseph Booth was one of the early pio
neers who served in dual capacities in the 
district, teaching school as well as music. 
Son Norman later bought grain in the 
area. 

The Robert Hayes settled on NW 31-25-
19 with their family of Bert, Lottie, Edna, 
Vera, Percy, Celia, George, Lila (Mrs. W. 
Willis), Charlie, Beatrice (Mrs. Cecil 
Kilty), Reta (Mrs. Norman Wyatt). 

George Lynch homesteaded on NW 
18-26-19 and later moved to Gilbert Plains, 
having married Clara Fisher of Dauphin. 

Robert McQuay came from the east and 
settled on SW 9-26-19. Their family in-
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cluded John, Arthur, James, Della, Ed
gar, Oliver, Elsie (Mrs. Jack Lee). 

Mr. and Mrs. William Watson bought 
the north half of 2-26-20. In their family 
were Minnie. William, Annie (Mrs. Ted 
Chute), Victoria, Ernie, Earl, Percy 
and Joe. 

William McMillan came to the Valley 
River district- as a homesteader with 
considerable experience in coal mining 
but sans any in farming. His land on NW 
15-26-20 was heavy with bush and tim
ber so knowledge would have served him 
in good stead. He purchased a pair of 
western broncos, which he proceeded 
to break. The story as told by George 
Hassard of Valley River indicates that 
movie film of the harnessing would classi
fy as top comedy today. Nothing daunted. 
he and son Bill pulled the wagon out into 
the bush, pointed the tongue into a tree 
while they hitched up the team. Father 
sat on the board across the box, gathered 
up the reins, Bill released the horses, 
planning to leap into the box as it went by 
him but never made it. Fearful of the wa
gon coming behind them. the broncs took 
off over stumps, ruts and fallen trees, 
finally reached the clearing where they 
gave it their all, stopping only when they 
were exhausted. On closer inspection of 
their harnessing procedure, they discov
ered the bridle was missing and the bit 
should never have been tied to the halter. 

William Gilander had a trio of white 
horses which worked well together. They 
had to work together as there was only 
one good eye among them. Two were 
blind and the third had only one eye with 
vision. 

Joseph Richards was a pioneer of Valley 
Rivei'. He kept a store and became the 
first implement dealer in the district. 

Herb and Fred Moore farmed the east 
half of 35-25-20 later owned by Francis 
Kilty. George Wait was another pioneer 
in the area, with son Tom carrying on 
the farm; others in the family were 
Steve, Velma (Mrs. W. L. Sanderson), 
Cecil, Wilma (Mrs. N. Beauchamp). 

James and Thomas Shaw owned and 
operated the ·first flour mill in the dis-
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trict, located on SW 9-26-19 three miles 
east of the village of Valley River. They 
moved their business to the Riding Moun
tains and the farm was taken by Robert 
McQuay. At the foot of the mountains 
the Shaws put up a saw mill and did a 
thriving business with lumber yards, in 
the town of Dauphin. This venture ended 
when they secured and moved to a tim
ber limit in Saskatchewan. 

Joseph Winterton took up SE 16-26-20. 
A severe electric storm in their pioneer
ing days was feared by Mr. Winterton 
after he came in one day to find his 
wife unconscious beside the table on which 
she was ironing, the dog beside her. The 
lightning had come down the chimney of 
the stove and across the floor. 

Joseph McLean, homesteader in the dis
trict, was also a carpenter and an excellent 
violinist. He left the homestead and 
bought land four miles west of the village 
and later retired to the town of Dauphin. 
After retirement it was not uncommon to 
see him walking along the track to the 
Wilson River school, violin under arm 
to give pleasure to his old friends. 

George Rhindros who lived half a mile 
north of the villlage, did his field work 

,with two oxen and a horse. One set of horns 
would be nerve-racking enough, never 
mind two. The horse kept his distance at 
all times, as far as the reins would allow. 

C. W. Parker, who came from England 
via the United States, had an inventive 
mind but a roving spirit. While he spent 
some time in the States he showed a couple 
of friends his inventions. They were in
terested enough that they put up the 
capital to put them on the market and 
were successful in the venture. Parker, 
however, preferred the wandering life 
and came up to Canada, settled at the 
junction of the Valley and Drifting rivers 
where he lived with his aunt and two 
daughters for years. His friends from 
across the line did not forget him, as they 
prospered in the production of his inven
tions. They looked him up, settled a life
time pension on him and took his daugh
ters back to the States to further their 
education. 

To the north-west of Valley River came 



Bazil Ksionzyk with his family in 1896 
-by oxen from Neepawa-NE 19-26-20. 
This land required a great deal of work 
as it had to be drained. Other early set
tlers arriving by railway to this particular 
area were the following families: Rol
ski, Zariwny, Pawlicki, Shimko, Yakimis
hen, Komfolio, Plesh, Bencharski, Ga
dsoza, Prestayko, Herman, Szewczyk, 
Trush, Shewchuk, Rzesnoski, Ryz, Presi
loski, Yaworski, Krupa, Gerega, Yar
emy, Yerama, Boyachek, Kurdziel, Kas
chak, Hurman, Perih, Kalinski, Kondra, 
Malanchuk, Petreshen, Perzylo, Urichen, 
Gawazuk, Derkach, Myshanko, Stanko, 
Siobodzian, Ignash, Lawryk, Kozak, So
snoski, Hadway, Gnasdoski, Bazay, Lu
pak, Sytnyk, Kolsun, Kwasnecki, Ty
schinski, Konopski, Wonitowy, Panko, 
Wolf, Danylishen, Ganczar, Hupalo. 

The first post-office in this district was 
on section 3-26-20, in an area named Rigby, 
the first postmaster being Peter S. Mac
neill who came to the district in 1891. 
Shortly after the advent of the railway 
this post-office was closed and the one at 
Valley River opened. 

Dauphin's First Mackenzie School - 1900 

DAUPHIN SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 905 

Before Dauphin was a village--when 
it was just a post-office address-child
ren went to school in a building on block 
33. It was a small two-room, one-storey 
frame structure where Miss E. McWil
liams and Miss Beatrice Gunne taught 
77 youngsters the rudiments of educa
tion. 

That was in 1897. To-day, 73 years later, 
children still attend a school on block 

33. The present building, called Macken
zie is a large, two-storey, imposing red 
brick structure with 34 classrooms and a 
large auditorium. Known as the com
posite high school it offers grade 10 to 
12 academic and technical courses to 860 
students, with a staff of 46 teachers. There 
are three elementary schools and two jun
ior high schools with enrollments totalling 
close to 2,500. These collegiate and ele
mentary students today come from all 
parts of Dauphin-Ochre School Area No. 1. 

The first teaching equipment consisted 
of a few text books, a blackboard and a 
piece of chalk. The present Mackenzie 
school is filled with thousands of dollars 
worth of educational and technical equip
ment. The changes in building, class
rooms, staff and equipment in this school 
alone point up the changes made in the 
Dauphin school system since the first 
pupil answered the school bell on block 
33 in 1897. 

From the beginning, education present
ed complications for Dauphin. When the 
railroad arrived, the two settlements of 
Old Dauphin and Gartmore moved, fam
ilies and buildings, to the railroad. Yet 
the schools were left at the old settle
ments. The result was that, while Dau
phin was a settlement of 500, the 100-odd 
children had to walk a mile or more to the 
old settlements to attend school. 

This condition didn't last long. A few 
months after the families moved to the 
railhead a school district was formed. 
It was officially chartered in May, 1897 
and by September a two-room frame 
school house was ready for use. 

But those were boom times. More 
people kept moving into town and pupils 
soon overflowed the two rooms. Each 
summer for the next two years the board 
kept adding another classroom-but the 
enrollment still exceeded the capacity. 
By 1900 the registrc:tion was 307 and the 
board built a four-room school. The first 
male teacher, Albert E. Kydd, was hired 
at $500 a year as principal. 

While the personnel of the first board 
is not known, it was found difficult in 
those days, as it often is today, to get 
enough nominations to fill vacancies on 
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the board. In 1902 when W. Smith-Jack
son was chairman, four trustees had to be 
appointed: Robert Hunt, Nelson Griffin 
Sidney Coxworth and Samuel Code. Th~ 
main difficulty faced by the early boards 
was in providing enough space for the ever 
increasing number of pupils. 

Even the four-roomed school proved 
inadequate. The board kept altering and 
adding to the school to provide an extra 
classroom a year until 1904 a $4,500 de
benture issue at six and one-half percent 
interest was floated to construct a new 
wing and bring the number of class
rooms up to eight to accommodate 387 pu
pils-40 of them taking advanced work. 

The new wing sufficed for only two 
years-in 1906 the familiar cry of "more 
rooms needed" was heard again. Much 
of the population had settled south of the 
railroad tracks, so the board decided to 
erect a school in ward one. This would 
eliminate the danger of pupils crossing 
the tracks on the way to school. By 1907 
the school was still in the planning stages, 
and classrooms were so crowded that a 
room in the municipal hall was used as 
a classroom for beginners. 

The new school (now called Whitmore) 
opened in 1908. It was a lofty two-storey 
(four classrooms) brick building which 
cost $14,000 to construct. In mentioning 
this school in his report, the inspector, 
A. W. Hooper, said it had "a peculiar 
type of architecture". He was probably 
referring to the turrets and battlements 
which adorned the top. 

It soon became apparent the school 
was not large enough. By Christmas the 
classrooms were overcrowded. Part of 
the overcrowding was due to the consoli
dation of the school district. A vote had 
been taken and 20 and one-half quarter 
sections of the farm land surrounding 
the town were added to Dauphin School 
District 905. These farm lands were in
cluded on January 1, 1909 and have since 
been part of the town system. It was ori
ginally intended that a much larger area 
should be added but several districts 
voted not to join with Dauphin. 

The board was contemplating an ad
dition to Whitmore school but this was 
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shoved to the background by a more press
ing need. One bitter cold night, January 5, 
1909, the eight-room wooden school on 
block 33 went up in smoke. With it went 
all the text books and records of the school. 
A new 12-room brick school was approved 
and by pushing construction the school 
was opened late in 1909. It cost $60,000 
and provided classrooms for both high 
school and public school pupils. The board 
named it the Mackenzie school. 

Robert Lilly was chairman in 1911 and 
it was probably the busiest year the board 
had had. The department of education 
wrote intimating it might consider open
ing a Normal school in Dauphin. The 
board got busy with delegations and de
putations advocating this move. Their 
efforts were successful and a Normal 
school opened in the fall. 

The board was also in the construction 
business. With the Mackenzie completed, 
space was still short and attention was 
again turned to the Whitmore. A $12,000 
debenture issue was floated and an addi
tion made to the school. Work was rushed 
throughout the summer although open
ing date had to be shoved back from Aug
ust 22 to September 5. When finished, 
four more classrooms (making eight al
together) had been added as well as an 
auditorium for the third floor. The "pe
culiar type of architecture" (turrets and 
battlements) had disappeared. 

The board in 1911 also adopted the first 
salary schedule. It gave a minimum of 
$600 and annual increments of $25 up to 
a maximum of $800 a year for elemen
tary teachers. 



Second Mackenzie School - 1909 

But the biggest step taken by the board 
in 1911 was inauguration of technical 
training. As a first step typewriters were 
purchased and commercial classes 
opened in September. The board didn't 
think it could afford a full-time domestic 
science teacher and contacted Grand
view and Gilbert Plains to see if one could 
be hired by all three towns to teach part 
time. Nothing came of this plan, but other 
plans were formulated. The board wrote 
to Illinois to find out if an agricultural 
course were feasible. That fall academic 
teachers were hired who, besides regu
lar curriculum duties, taught music, 
drama, and physical culture. 

A favorable report was heard concern
ing agricultural courses and in 1913 K. W. 
Gordon was hired and classes opened 
in this subject. The same year vocational 
training was extended to the public 
schools. Principal D. S. Wood was put 
In charge of classes in manual training 
and gardening. These classes did not prove 
altogether satisfactory and were dropped 
the next year. The agriculture courses 
also ran into difficulty. The board tried 
to work the teacher in with the agricul
tural department so that the govern
ment would pay part of his salary. The 
government refused and in 1913 the classes 
were stopped. 

A report tabled in 1917 showed that the 
rural population was also increasing-
38 children were coming to schools in 
the van. The next year a third van route 
was added to the two which started in 
1909 at the time of consolidation. 

Early in 1920 a special committee 
composed of A. H. F. Stelck, R..S Angus 
and H. N. Macneill was appointed to bring 
in estimates for a new eight-room school. 
Before plans were even approved a de
benture issue of $50,000 was floated to 
pay for the new school. When September 
came around the new school was not 
completed and temporary classes were 
held in the basement of the Anglican 
church. 

In 1921 the new brick, one-storey (no 
basement) eight-classroom school was 
opened but not before another $20,000 
debenture loan was issued to pay for com
pletion. The name of W. Smith-Jackson, 
first chairman of the board, and secre
tary-treasurer until 1917, was picked by 
the pupils. 

Until Smith-Jackson was built all the 
schools had been crowded. Continual re
quests for the board to start a grade 12 
were turned down. In 1922 students again 
appeared before the board and asked that 
first year arts be taught. The board ap-
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proved, provided the students were willing 
to pay the cost in fees of an extra teacher. 
The first year fees were $87.50 per student. 
Later these were increased to $100 and paid 
by every student from Dauphin attending 
grade 12 until 1946 when the fee was can
celled altogether. 

During the summer of 1926-another 
momentous year in local education-

needed the board issued $100,000 in 30-
year debentures at five and one-half 
percent interest. Construction started and 
Lieutenant-Governor T. A. Burrows was 
invited to lay the cornerstone. 

Despite an all-out effort by the con
tractors the school could not be finished 
before the beginning of the 1928 term. 
To supervise the new school Gordon M. 
Churchill was named as principal. 

Smith·Jackson School· 1921 

a survey was made of the school buildings. 
A report tabled said the Mackenzie and 
Smith-Jackson were good for another 20 
years. But the report did not take fire into 
consideration. On December 12, 1926, fire 
razed the Mackenzie to the ground, with 
total loss to the buildings, equipment and 
contents. 

Numerous meetings were held by the 
board in the library of the courthouse to 
find temporary accommodations for 
the children. By the first of the year tem
porary quarters had been obtained in the 
GWVA hall, the Ramsay-Wright block 
and Burrows block, and more classes 
jammed into the Whitmore and Smith
Jackson. on rotating school-hour sche
dules. 

Then the board turned its attention to a 
new school. Collegiate and elementary 
schools were both needed. At first the 
board considered erecting two schools, 
but found it cheaper to build one with a 
solid brick wall between. Plans were ap
proved for a 16-room (eight public and 
eight collegiate), two-storey, brick build
ing on the same plan as the Smith-Jack
son with no basement. Tenders were let 
and totalled $133,000. To raise the money 
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In 1928 with high construction costs 
having eaten up any cash surpluses, the 
board found itself faced with a debenture 
payment of $33,000. In order to meet this 
debt it was found necessary to issue a 
further $28,000 debentures and use $2,000 
from a fund set aside to purchase a new 
school site. 

At the same time a comprehensive 
salary schedule was adopted which set 
the lowest minimum at $900 and the low
est maximum at $1,600. In 1931 when 
times got tough, basic salary schedule was 
kept but the annual increments were stop
ped. 

A scarlet fever epidemic broke out in 
1931 and schools had to be closed on June 
12. When they re-opened for the fall term 
they were crowded with 1,040 pupi1s~ 
955 in public schools and 285 in the col
legiate. 

In 1932 the depression hit with full im
pact and teachers' salaries were cut 10 
percent. The next year they were slashed 
a further 20 percent (15 percent for mar
ried men). The rural municipality was un
able to meet its payments to the school 
board and an agreement was made where
by this debt could be paid in cord wood 
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to supply the wood boilers in all three 
schools. 

In 1934 government grants to schools 
were reduced but the salaries which had 
been cut to a minimum remained at the 
same level. The same year the school 
followed the example of the town and abol
ished the ward system. When election 
time came around H. N. Macneill and Dr. 
H. E. Bewell, both having been elected to 
the board in 1912, retired from the board 
after 22 years of continuous service. 

In 1935 a new salary schedule was adop
ted and the teachers given raises. Enroll
ment had risen to 1,163 and chairman of 
the board, J. N. McFadden, suggested re
starting the vocational training-all 
equipment for this training had been lost 
in the fire in 1926. Extra-curricular class
es in agriculture, home economics and 
arts were started. 

The next year the building committee 
reported that the Smith-Jackson school 
was ready to fall down at any time. Dur
ing the summer holidays a cement found
ation with deep footings had to be placed 
under the school and the walls reinforced 
with steel beams at a total cost or $4,500. 

Mr. McFadden was still trying hard to 
include vocational training in the curri
culum. A meeting was called with pro
prietors of trade shops who agreed to take 
pupils and teach them trades. This was 
later cancelled when it was found the 
school was liable for accidents which oc
curred to the boys, and there was no way 
of covering them with insurance. But 
other extra curricular clubs, formed with
ing the school to study nursing, dram
atics, sewing, camera, telegraphy were 
encouraged by the board. 

With the depression nearly over the 
board adopted a teachers' salary sche
dule which was second to none in the pro
vince. It gave maximums of $1,800 to fe
male elementary teachers and met with 
full approval of' the board. In 1938 it was 
discovered that Dauphin was paying 
more in salary than any other town of 
comparable size in Manitoba. Several 
of the board members thought the sala
ries were too high and made a move to 
lower them. Several board members 

objected, so did the teachers; over these 
objections the salaries were cut. Mr. 
McFadden resigned as chairman, and 
three teachers, including Principal 
Churchill, handed in their resignation. 

The next year war broke out. Through
out the war years no major repairs or 
alterations were made in view of short
age of men and materials. Mainten
ance projects included putting electric 
coal stokers in Mackenzie and Smith
Jackson to replace the wood burning boil
ers. 

Auditorium addition to Mackenzie 
school - 1957 

DAUPHIN-OCHRE 
SCHOOL AREA NO.1 

Following the war a big change was 
made in the facilities of education. The 
large area plan of administration was 
accepted for the area which included 
the town of Dauphin, the rural muni
cipalities of Dauphin and Ochre River
an area of about 500 square miles with 
a population of 12,000. This area plan 
brought the administration of 40 one
room schools, three rural high schools, 
and the Dauphin town system of three 
elementary and one high school under one 
board of trustees. 

The first step in the experiment was 
made early in the spring of 1946 when the 
regional school trustees, Oliver Mc
Quay, J. A. McKillop and S. S. Hunt met 
with Dr. R. O. McFarlane, deputy minis
ter of education. The trustees asked if the 
area .plan could be tried in this area. It 
had already been defeated in votes held in 
other areas of Manitoba. 

The department of E:ducation agreed to 
try again. A campaign was started to con
vince the electors that the area plan was 
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necessary advancement in order to im
prove education. Some were hard to con
vince. Many local boards didn't like being 
stripped of power. It also promised bet
ter education and therefore was likely 
to increase taxes. 

During the summer of 1946 an educa
tional program was conducted through
out the district. Most of the organiza
tion work was done by Inspector W. G. 
Booth who devoted the entire summer 
months to furthering the scheme. Meet
ings were held continually, mostly in the 
rural areas which showed the greatest 
reluctance to accept any change. 

On August 23, 1946 the voters went to 
the polls and voted two to one in favour 
of the scheme. Of the 2,133 ballots cast 
1,411 approved the area plan, 722 disap
proved. The rural municipality of Ochre 
River and town of Dauphin were 10-to-1 
in favor, but the rural municipality of 
Dauphin had a majority against, with two 
polls at Valley River and Keld almost un
animously opposed to the area plan. 

In the fall elections of 1946 six trustees 
were elected as the first board of Dauphin 
-Ochre School Area No. 1. On January 1, 
1947 the trustees-Sherman S. Hunt, 
Basil Lazaruk, town; Michael F. Szew
cyk, Louis Kennedy, Cecil R. Durston, 
Dauphin rural; Wilbur N. Fee, Ochre 
River-took office. Trustee Szewczyk 
was elected chairman in 1947 and 1948; 
trustee Cecil Durston was elected to the 
post from 1949 to 1959 and in 1963; trustee 
Bill Volkers was chairman from 1960 to 
1962; trustee Clifford Matthews in 1964; 
trustee John Morgan, 1965-66; trustee 
Walter Robson, 1967-69; trustee Harvey 
House, 1970. 

The first official appointed by the new 
board was Edward Johansen, former 
tax inspector of schools in unorganized 
territory, as secretary-treasurer. All the 
fiil1iilCe books of the schools were called 
in, and a study started on the area's educa
tional facilities. The big selling point of 
the area plan had been the promise of a 
composite high school where technical 
courses - commercial, general shop, home 
economics, agriculture - could be taught 
as well as academic subjects. 

In 1947 the Dominion provincial 
agreement was signed and a sizeable 
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slice of the extra money went into edu
cation. Dauphin-Ochre area reaped a 
golden harvest. Its assessment was low 
and an additional 20 per cent was added 
to all grants. 

During the spring of 1947 plans were 
approved for a frame, one-storey ele
mentary school for the north end. A hang
ar and two-storey barrack block were pur
chased from No. 10 airport for $15,000 
and materials used in constructing a 
ten-room (and large auditorium) school. 
It was named Henderson in memory of 
W. J. Henderson, school principal and 
inspector of Dauphin for many years. 

Shortages of materials and labor held 
up the opening of Henderson school until 
January 1948 when six classrooms were 
readied. By Easter 1948 the remaining 
four classrooms opened. 

During the same period the Macken
zie was renovated (1947). A whole wing, 
previously used for public school stu
dents, was made into a technical wing. 
Two rooms were joined to form the most 
modern library in northern Manitoba. 
Another two were joined to make a home 
economics department complete with 
washing machines and electric stoves. 
Typewriter equipment was purchased, 
for a commercial course. On the bot
tom floor the new addition plus another 
two rooms joined to make a general shop 
filled with lathes and tool-making mach
ines. Classes in general shop started after 
Easter 1948; classes in agriculture, for 
which no teacher could be procured, were 
held up until September, 1948. 

All this work, at an estimated cost of 
$186,000 was done without issuing deben
tures. The government gave a grant of 
$50,000 and the board borrowed $90,000 
on short-term notes. The remainder came 
from the tax levy of 1947. By the end of 
1947, $96,000 had been spent on the Hen
derson, and another $40,000 was required 
to finish it. Changing the Mackenzie into 
a composite high school cost $65,000-
$13,500 for alterations, $25,000 for the ad
dition and $26,000 for equipment. 

The area administrators proceeded to 
put into practice what they had preach
ed when they were promoting the insti
tution of the area system-equalization 



Dauphin Collegiate and Technical Institute 

of educational opportunities for all child
ren, rural or urban, at the same cost. 
Within 18 months they had procured the 
promised technical school, additional 
classrooms, a junior high school was 
started, permit teachers were reduced, 
visual education was added to the curric
ulum of the rural area schools, assistance 
was given for placing radios in all rural 
schools. Five times as many library 
books were made available to each one
room school. 

Improvements and expansions of school 
facilities have continued over the years. 
In 1957 six classrooms and an auditorium 
with a seating capacity of 800 were added 
to the Mackenzie composite high school. 
The official opening was held on Febru
ary 6, 1957. In the elementary school sys
tem a four-room addition was built at 
the Henderson school in 1953; an auditor
ium was added to the Smith-Jackson school 
in 1954, an acquirement which was past 
due but had to be postponed for pressure of 
more necessary facilities. 

In 1958 a six-room school was built on 
Davidson avenue-called the Macneill 
in memory of Dr. H. N. Macneill who 
served the schools as trustee, and spon-

sored history speech competitions, still 
continued today with the Macneill trophy 
as award. The official opening of Macneill 
school was held on November 14, 1958, 
with Honorable Stewart McLean, QC, 
minister of education as guest speaker. 
The school was classified as junior high 
school in its first years of operation. 

The composite high school facilities 
have continually been strained due to the 
influx of out-of-town students from the 
area. A three-room addition was built 
over the old auditorium in 1952, and a sep
arate technical building built to the north
east side of the main building in 1955, 
prior to the $220,000 auditorium class
room expansion in 1957. In 1962 a four
room addition containing science labora
tories with equipment valued at $110,000 
was added as an east centre wing ex
tension to the complex. 

The old Whitmore school, built on the 
pioneer Whitmore homestead, was over
crowded long before 1959 when the area 
building program focused on a new slx
room modern school built beside the 
"old" Whitmore. At the official opening 
on March 28, 1960 Misses Emma and 
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Nell Whitmore, former teachers in the 
Dauphin school system, presented the 
principal, Miss Dorothy Brummitt with 
a large framed picture of the three broth
ers, William, Harry and Thomas Whit
more, on whose land the old and new 
Whitmore schools stand. In 1961 another 
eight classrooms and an auditorium 
were added to the new complex. 

By 1963 the new Macneill school, which 
housed grades seven and eight, was over
crowded. Eight classrooms and an audi
torium were constructed at a cost of 
$179,778. This was officially opened on 
November 18, 1963. 

By 1967 classroom space at both ele
mentary and high school levels was burst
ing at the seams, and construction started 
on a new school to relieve the situation. 
Late in the fall the Barker junior high 
school-named in memory of Lieuten
ant Colonel William G. Barker, VC-was 
complete and impressive opening cere
monies introduced this modern, 16-class
room school, the most pretentious school 
to date. Two sisters and three brothers of 
the First World War flying ace and Vic
toria Cross winner-Mrs. Ilda Anderson, 
Mrs. Edna Buchannon, Cecil, Orval and 
Les Barker-attended the official opening. 

The Mackay Indian residential school 
opened in 1957 under the principalship 
of Canon A. J. Scrase, under the adminis
tration of the Anglican church, and in 
conjunction with the Department of In
dian Affairs and Northern Development. 
Students from north of Churchill, Gillam. 
Ilford and The Pas, numbering almost 
200, came to the school that year to en
roll for academic courses, home econ
omic;:; and manual training. Grades one 
to six were taught in the Mackay school. 
High school students attended the Dau
phin coll,"giate. Gradually over the years 
younger students have been admitted 
into the town schools, until at present only 
the very small pupils who need orientation 
training are at the Indian school, the re
mainder being integrated into the area 
set-up. As a result classrooms at the 
Mackay school have been available to 
accommodate the area pupils to allevi
ate the crowded conditions in the town 
schools in recent years. 
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The Dr. Wright school for retarded 
children was taken over by the Dauphin
Ochre area in 1967, thus placing it under 
the jurisdiction of the department of edu
cation. From its institution seven years 
prior to that it had been built and opera
ted by the local association for retarded 
children, with 18 pupils and three teach
ers. With the relinquishment of this duty, 
the ARC group could direct attention to 
other areas, and a workshop for adults 
has been operating since the fall of 1967. 

The 1969 records of the Dauphin-Ochre 
School Area show 74 teachers and 1,790 
pupils at the elementary level: 32 teach
ers and 916 pupils at the junior high level; 
46 teachers and 860 students in the compo
site high school-making a total of 152 
teachers with 3,566 students. The teaching 
staff count includes assistant principals, 
principals, curriculum consultant, cor
relator, but not the superintendent who 
oversees the whole system. 

Ed. Johansen, secretary-treasurer of 
the school board from the institution of 
the area system, retired in 1969. Jack 
Hrehirchuk, assistant secretary-treasurer 
since 1963 has succeeded him. 

Since establishment of the area sys
tem, school principals have been: Dau
phin collegiate, H. C. Ray, N. G. Aitken 
with A. J. Drebnisky assistant; Smith 
-Jackson junior high, A. E. Scrase. Rob
ert Boughen; Mackay junior high, Gerald 
Lepper, Nestor Weselowski; Barker jun
ior high, John Pshebniski; Henderson 
elementary, Victor F. Sanderson, Metro 
Kozak, Lloyd McDermott; Whitmore, 
John Slobodzian, Miss Dorothy Brummitt; 
Macneill, Daniel W. Hnatiuk; Dr. Wright. 
Wm. McLaren. 

First elementary supervisor in the 
town school system was John Slobod
zian, followed by Victor F. Sanderson, 
Metro Kozak and Daniel Hnatiuk; in 
1969 supervisory duties for grades 1 to 
6 were assigned to Miss Dorothy Brum
mitt, with Mr. Hnatitik continuing to 
supervise grades 7 to 9. 

In 1967 the Dauphin -Ochre Area school 
board appointed Metro Kozak as first 
superintendent of the whole area sys
tem. 



The area system has had three inspec
tors in its 23-year history: Wilfred G. 
Booth, Clarence D. Voigt and Victor F. 
Sanderson. 

The Area school board has followed 
the example set by the Rural Municipal
ity of Dauphin, in keeping a picture re
cord of those who have served as area 
trustees-years of service are shown to 
date as: 

Michael F. Szewczyk 1947-48; Cecil 
R. Durston 1947-65; W, Louis Kennedy 
1947-51; Basil Lazaruk 1947-48; Sherman 
S. Hunt 1947-49; Wilbur L. Fee 1947-48; 

Charles C. Hamilton 1948-55; Joseph 
J. Arthurs 1949-52; W. T. Volkers 1949-64; 
J. G. Barrett 1949-50; Dr. W. Gordon Rit
chie 1950-51 ; 

Vernon H. Rampton 1951-58; Chris E. 
Polloway 1952-57; Stewart E. McLean 
1952-55; Ernest L. Love 1953-54; Raymond 
J. Allard 1956-63; Harry C. Wolff 1956-61; 

John R. Morgan 1958-67; Mrs. Emma 
Ringstrom 1959; A. Clifford Matthews 
1959-65; Ernest A. Koons 1960; C. Neill 
Beek 1961-67; Mrs. Cassie Thacker 1962-
64; William C. Caley 1964-67; Thomas B. 
Smart 1965-69; . 

Walter W. Robson 1964-70; Percy F. 
Sainsbury 1966; Dr. Laurie Stephen 1966; 
Mrs. Helen Henderson 1967-70; Dean Durs
ton 1967-70; Peter M. Lulashnyk 1967-70; 
Vincent Poloway 1967-70; Dr.' James N. 
Smart 1967-68; John L. Tycholis 1967-68; 
Harvey D. House 1968-70; Frank Halinsky 
1969-70; Stanley Yates 1969-70; John Carter 
1969-70. 

In 1948 the Dauphin Fixtures Limited 
was started by Jerry Trudel and Bob 
Oliver when they took over a two
storey woodworking shop formerly occupied 
by Dauphin Furniture Company on 
Second avenue NE. 

Joe Barker was one of Dauphin's 
"pioneer" shoemakers, starting his business 
in 1904, in a shop on Second avenue NW 
where the Firestone building stands today. 
In September he sold his repair shop 
business to Paul Sydor, now located at 
30 Second avenue NE. 

In the past 20 years, the Town of 
Dauphin has won top honors in the Man
itoba Good Roads Association competition 
for community beautification no less than 
eight times, plus receiving honorable 
mentions and best improvement awards 
in four of the other years. 

The Dauphin Volunteer Fire Department 
was awarded Manitoba's plaque for out
standing service in 1968, presented by 
the provincial fire commissioner. The 
21 men serving that year were: chief, 
Gordon Harrison; assistant chiefs, Gordon 
Seeley and Dave Seeley; secretary
treasurer, Dawson Sisson; Don Porter, 
Cecil Bell, Norman Keats, Gerald Dorman, 
Tony Drebnisky, Mike Hrom, Dave Tully, 
William Yellowega, Robert McGimpsey 
Jr., Huntley Sinclair, Ted Boyechak, 
Charlie McKean, Norman Anger, Garry 
Hollyoake, Dave Vanderburgh, Don Arm
strong, Terry Day, Paul Bazay. 

Dauphin-born Ernie Dixon opened his 
own business in 1954, with the Pitts
burgh paint dealership. In the spring 
of 1964 Ernie and his wife Steffie re
novated and expanded their store, located 
at 221 Main Street south, and at the same 
time went into a full line of linoleum, 
tiles, and carpeting. Their business is 
known today as Dixon's Paint and Flooring 
Limited. 

Formal opening of The Fashion Shoppe 
in the new store built by Sam F. Katz 
was held March 14, 1947. This business 
has since been purchased by Miss Rhoda 
Tucker, Art and Ena Rzesnoski. 
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Pionneer Families 

THIS OLD HOUSE 

(Written by James A. Stewart in 1961) 

It stands on high gravelly ground at the 
west side of the old farm. Its windows and 
doors are open to summer breezes, winter 
snows, rain and sun alike. Grass, weeds 
and shrubbery grow unchecked all around 
its walls and dooryard-just the type of un
structural relic that has inspired poets, 
writers and artists the world over. 

Three score and ten years ago This Old 
House wa" the realization of the dream of 
an optimistic pioneer homesteader of that 
time. This particular site may have been 
chosen because of the clear spot in the 
woods, the view, the convenient distance 
from the surveyed line which would later 
be the road or, more likely to be well 
above the high water line, for in those 
early days before there were roads or 
ditches, much good land was very wet. 

Most of the material for the construction 
of the house was found close at hand. 
Logs were taken from the woods, stones 
in abundance for the basement, the first 
basement in the district, sand from the ex
cavation, lime from the lime kiln on the 
next quarter section, and lumber from 
Cathers' mill just down the trail on the 
bank of the Vermillion river. 

This Old House was not large and, though 
there were several sons back and forth to 
Dad's place between homestead duties of 
their own and other in-between jobs, there 
was always room for a weary and foot
sore wayfarer to stop over. There was 
music in This Old House long before radio 
or television were dreamed of, or Liber-
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ace or Mantovani were born. The fiddle and 
the mouth organ were popular instruments. 
Those old rafters have resounded to such 
masterpieces as "Wilson's Clog", "The 
Crooked Stovepipe", "Turkey in the 
Straw", and other old favorites played as 
only old-time fiddlers could play them. 

This pioneer adventurer may have had 
visions of productive fields or droves of 
cattle for which his land was not suit
able. Perhaps what he did not know was 
that he had homesteaded one of the richest 
gravel deposits in the country. There was 
gravel for a growing town, airports, miles 
and miles of highways, an untouched 
wealth which he did not live to share and 
enjoy, but for the time at least, he was its 
owner and caretaker. 

The farm changed hands. This Old House, 
however, still stands, high on a knoll over
looking a labrynth of gravel pits, a cons
tant reminder of that time-honored injunc
tion. Remove not the ancient landmark. 
Other outbuildings of more recent date 
stand around in a state of comfortable 
collapse, apparently awaiting the end of 
This Old House. 

It may outlive them yet, and probably 
will. Its ancient sills are laid in solid 
masonry, constructed by a man who had 
learned the job from the ground up, as one 
might say. Its hand-hewn joints and 
straight pole rafters joined at the peak, 
not by an ordinary bevel joint, but by 
the well-known Winters method of auger 
hole and wooden cross pin. 

Some of those reading this may remem
ber the name of this pioneer builder. It 
was William Winters, and his old home
stead is on Section 10, five and one-half 



miles west of the town of Dauphin, Man
itoba. 

DAUPHIN PIONEERS ASSOCIATION 

The Dauphin Pioneers Association is 
made up of those settlers and pioneers who 
came to the Dauphin town and district in 
the years 1883 to 1895. Originally named 
the Oldtimers Association, it was formed 
in 1916 and a detailed account of their 
first banquet meeting is worth putting on 
record. 

The banquet was held in the Pollon 
block and members of that first executive 
were George Barker, H. N. Macneill A 
J. McPherson, T. T. Malcolm, M. Lee: E: 
C. Batty, W. Durston and John McKillop. 

The menu read like that of a swank 
hotel, each course given a French adapta
tion with local pioneer names. There was 
Roast Veal a la Mode de McPherson-Mr. 
McPherson was a famous local hunter 
who had a wonderful way with a camp 
meal. What followed was Pan Gravy Par 
Durston, Potatoes a la Buchannon, Mash
ed Turnips Gelee par Lee, Skillagalee 
Scotch Shortbread a la Squire Smith, Ban
nock a la Daniels, with tea and coffee for 
drinks. 

The toast list included to King, Country 
and the Pioneers. Either proposing the 
toasts or replying to them were H. N. 
Macneill, J. E. Hedderley, Thos. Shaw, 
Chas. McLachlin. Fred Boughen. A. J. 
McPherson, and Theo Burrows. 

The banquet program comprised selec
tions from the pioneers: Ed Gorby, violin 
solo; John Seale, reading, probably 
one of Henry DrumJ11ond's poem which 
were his special treat; Jimmie Friend 
accordion solo; Sam Boyd, violin solo. ' 

The Dauphin Pioneers Association has 
made the effort to keep records of histor
ical events which have occurred in the 
area, to pay tribute to the early pioneers 
and to keep alive the names of those who 
settled and built up the town and district. 
They instigated and promoted the erec
tion of a cairn which is located on the 
~tation grounds and bears the names of 

Three earliest settlers in Dauphin: John 
Edwards, Harry and Tom Whitmore 

all the pioneers who came in between 
1883 and 1895. On it is inscribed the fol
lowing acknowledgement of thanks. 

"Dauphin Pioneers Association in 
fitting tribute to the hardy settlers and 
pioneers who braved hardship and 
peril, between the years 1883 and 1895, 
settling and building up what is now 
the town of Dauphin. May their mem
ory never die." 

Then follows these names: Geo. Adams, 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Akers, Mr. and Mrs. Jas. 
Allin, Mr. and Mrs. G. Atkinson; 

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Barker, Edward Bat
ty, Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Beach, Dr. and Mrs. 
Beauchamp, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bigham, 
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Birss, A. A. Bond, Mr. 
and Mrs. A. Bonnett, Mr. and Mrs. F. Bou
ghen, Mr. and Mrs. A. Bouvette, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Boyd, Robert Boyd and Sarah 
Boyd, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Brown, Dave 
Bruce, Mr. and Mrs. John Bryce, Jas. 
Buchannon, Wm. Buchannon, Wm. Burke, 
T. A. Burrows, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Burton, 
Joseph Buzza; 

Mack Cameron, Mr. and Mrs. D. A. 
Campbell, Mr. and Mrs. J. Campbell, Rob-
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Early Sifton Settlers 

ert Campbell, Robert Cardiff, Mr. and Mrs. 
W. Carmichael, Mr. and Mrs. J. Cathers, 
Cauldry Brothers, Mr. and Mrs. W. Cham
berlain, Wm. Chapman, Mr. and Mrs. J. 
G. Chard, Mr. and Mrs. Herb Chute, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jos. Clarke, Robert Cockerton, 
Alf Coombs, Thos. Craig, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Cruise; 

John Daniel, Mr. and Mrs. D. Dickson, 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Dickson, Wm. Dunfield, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Durston, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Edwards, Alex and Henry Esplen, 
Mr. and Mrs. Archie Esplen; 

Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Fawcett, Frank Fee, 
Mr. ar.d Mrs. Chris Felker, Mr. and Mrs. 
R. G. Ferguson, James Friend; 

Stuart Geekie, Gelling brothers, Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Gibson, Mrs. Mary Gillies, 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Gorby, Captain 
Graham, Dr. and Mrs. Robert Gunne; 

Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Hall, Mr. and Mrs. 
George Hassard, Mr. and Mrs. John Has
sard, James Hassard, Frank Hassard, 
John Hedderley, Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Hend
erson, Edward Hewett, Mr. and Mrs. Chas. 
Hicks, George Hood, Mr. and Mrs. Chas. 
Hog, Henry G. Hughes, Richard Hughes: 
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Mr. and Mrs. John Inkster, Mr. and Mrs. 
Thos. Iredale, Gilbert Jardine, Alfred 
Johnston, Albert Johnston, Johnston 
brothers, Sidney Johnston, Wm. Jones; 

John Kearns, Mr. and Mrs. Ed Keats, 
John Kennedy, James Kennedy, Mr. and 
Mrs. Jas. Kerr, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Kilty, 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Lee, Mr. and Mrs. 
Geo. Leigh; 

McCallum brothers, Mr. and Mrs. J. R. 
McLean, Henry McCorvie, Angus McDon
ald, Mr. and Mrs. John McDonald, Mr. 
and Mrs. Neil McDonald, Mr. and Mrs. Jas. 
McDowell, Captain and Mrs. D. McIn
tosh, Mr. and Mrs. John McIntosh, Wm. 
McIntosh, Mr. and Mrs. Jas,. McKeever, 
Mr. and Mrs. M. McKenzie, Alex Mc
Kerchar, Mr. and Mrs. Don McKinnon, 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan McKillop, Jas. McKil
lop, Mr. and Mrs. John McLaughlin, Mr. 
and Mrs.' Robert McLeod, Edward Mc
Martin, Mr and Mrs. Wm. McMunn, Mr. 
and Mrs. Thos. McNabb, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry McNaughton, Mr. and Mrs. A. J. 
McPherson, Mr. and Mrs. Fred McPher
son; William McCrae, Donald Macneill; 



Mr. and Mrs. A. Malcolm, Mr. and Mrs. 
Wm. Miller, Moore brothers, Leslie Morri
son, Wm. Murray, Fred Newton, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Nicholson, Nex brothers; 

Jas. Padfield, Rollie Park, Mr. and Mrs. 
Thos. Parson, Albert Payne, Paynter 
brothers, Jas. Pepper, Mr. and Mrs. Sam
uel Perry, Mr. and Mrs. H. Pilgrim, Mr. 
and Mrs. Isaiah Pitts, Thomas Playford, 
Jas. Playford, Chance Playford, Thos. 
Pollon, Mr. and Mrs. Jake Porter, Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph Race, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Rice, Thos. Richards, Mr. and Mrs. Jas. 
Robinson, Ross brothers, J. G. Rosser; 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Sangren, Ed Sanderson, 
Thos Satterthwaite, John Seale, Mr. and 
Mrs. Jas. Shand, Shaw brothers, Allan 
Short, Herb Short, Dan Sinclair, Fred C. 
Smith, R. W. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. A. U. 
Spencer, Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Spillett, Wm. 
Stinson, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Switzer; 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Terry, Mr. and Mrs. 
Wm. Timm? Mr. and Mrs. Jas. Tucker. 

Jas. Walker, Mr. and Mrs. John White
man, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Whitmore, Mr. 
and Mrs. Thos. Whitmore, Frank Whit
more, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wickes, Rob
ert Wilkinson, William Williams, Mr. and 
Mrs. George Willoughby, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. 
Winters, Samuel Winters, Mr. and Mrs. 
Vince Winters, Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Wishart, Paul Wood, George Yeoman. 

From 1893 to 1895 the following settlers 
came in: W. S. Bates, John Farquahar, 
A. E. Scott, Percy Melsome, F. B. 
Race, L. L. Cosway, Chris Jensen, John 
Elgert, Mary Armstrong, H. O. Watt, 
Norman McLeod, Chas. Beech, Wm. Ches
hire, Jane Inkster, Clem McNaughton, A. 
W. Brain, Albert Ferguson, O. H. Brain, G. 
J. Roberts, R. S. Greaves, John Lums
den, H. W. Lumsden, Guy Coulthard, Robt. 
Biebby, Malcolm Cameron, Joe Freeman, 
E. J. Boughen, R. J. Cardiff, T. R. Rob
erts, A. J2ckson, A. Herriot, Alfred May
nard, J. H. Ross, Thos. Cox, J. W. Brown, 
E. A. Bradshaw, J. H. Maynard, J. 
J. Coles, Geo. Tucker, Daniel McLeod, R. 
S. Machan, Janet McLaughlin, Jos. H. 
Metcalfe, S. J. Boyd, H. G. Ogilvie, H. E. 
Warner, S. Rasmussen, Jens Sorenson, R. 
J. Rasmussen, G. R. Williams, P. C. Wood, 
Jas. Hayes, Gavin Strang. 

CONCERT OF 1896 

It was on Wednesday, March 13, 1896 
that the residents of Dauphin and district 
held a concert to raise funds in aid of the 
Winnipeg General Hospital. There were 
two parts to the concert providing an inter
mission between. 

The opening number was a selection by 
the Gorby brothers who had their own 
orchestra and played for dances in the 
area; next, a song by Mrs. Hosegood; 
song by G. McLean; song by Miss B. 
Gunne; recitation by A. Norquay; song by 
J. Kelley; song by Miss Miller; violin solo 
by E. Hosegood; and an instrumental by 
Miss Campbell. 

The second part opened with a violin 
solo by Mr. Hosegood, followed by a song 
by Miss Nora Shannon; song by George 
Farrar; recitation by H. Macneill, song 
by Mr. Teely; orchestra selection by the 
Gorby brothers; song by R. Davis; instru
mental by Miss Shannon; song with banjo 
accompaniment by P. Chipman; song by 
Mrs. N. Ross; and the concert closed with 
another selection by the Gorby brothers 
followed by God Save the Queen. 

In 1904 the Dauphin Press had the follow
ing advertisement in its weekly publica
tion prior to February 18,1904: 

Ochre River-The last of the series of the 
Ochre River Dancing Club will be held on 
Thursday, February 18, 1904. Music by 
Gorby Bros. Good time guaranteed. Every
body invited. 

THE WINTERS F AMIL Y 

Samuel Winters came to the Dauphin 
area in 1888, leaving his parents, William 
and Elizabeth Winters, six brothers, Levi, 
Alex, Manuel, William, Joseph and Al
fred, and sister. Margery, in Grantley. 
Ontario where they farmed. 

Samuel had worked for a while at Car
berry for John McDonald and when fall 
came took the road to Strathclair from 
where he walked via the old Indian Trail 
across the Riding Mountains. 
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He selected S.W. 12-25-20 in the Dauphin 
Valley, proceeded to Brandon to file his 
claim and returned to carry out his home
stead duties. In spite of his arduous dut
ies of building the sod roof shanty and 
improving the land, he found existence 
lonely in this sparsely settled land with 
its occasional bands of roving Indians. He 
went south to Carberry, worked there for 
a while, and went back to Ontario where 
he married Maria Etta Dunbar of Finch, 
Ontario. 

The newly married couple came west to 
Carberry where they both secured employ
ment. With their combined earnings they 
purchased two cows, a team of oxen and 
various other farming equipment and 
journeyed northward to their home
stead. In the meantime some of his young
er brothers had arrived in Carberry to work 
and they proceeded to Dauphin where 
they assisted Samuel and his wife in 
erecting a larger and more pretentious 
home, a two-storey log house. The old 
sod roof structure was relegated to the 
position of stable. New settlers were 
coming in and Samuel Winters assisted 
in the hauling of supplies over the mount
ains from Strathclair, where he had many 
varied experiences. 

On one such sojourn his oxen took fright 
at the sight of several bears on the trail. 
They bolted, running over stumps and logs, 
upsetting cargo and man, and when all 
was righted again, Mr. Winters discovered 
he had broken a bone in his arm. With the 
sole medication of a crude bandage and 
some electric oil (which was standard 
equipment in a pioneer pack) the arm 
healed and Mr. Winters carried on. 

Another time during the spring break
up he found himself almost stranded when 
crossing a river. The oxen were forced to 
swim, but the current was swift and they 
drifted downstream. Fortunately, they 
drifted across into shrubs where they 
could rest briefly, then by pawing and 
pressing forward managed to reach the 
opposite shore and safety. The swamp
land was equally treacherous-here he 
was forced to carry part of the load to 
higher ground and by the help of a chain 
assist the oxen in propelling the load out 
of the mud. 

These supplies were taken to Captain 
McIntosh's store which was located on 
his farm just north of the present site of 
Dauphin. Another centre was located south 
of the present site of Dauphin, Gartmore, 
and here mail and supplies were stored 
for the settlers convenience. 

In the early 1890's Samuel's parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. William Winters, arrived in 
the district with his younger brothers. 
The senior Winters chose for their home 
S.E. 10-25-20. Joseph selected the site just 
at the Ashville junction for his homestead, 
and William Jr., land a mile east of the 
junction. 

In the year 1896 Levi Winters and his 
family came to Carberry and found lodg
ing temporarily with a family by the name 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Stewart. This family 
subsequently moved to Dauphin and farm
ed in the Valley River district. Son James 
Stewart became a carpenter in the town 
of Dauphin and has contributed much to 
the life of his church and the town. Levi 
Winters settled south and west of Ash
ville in the Mineral Creek district. 

Manuel Winters, who had been working 
in the United States, came to the area 
and settled on the quarter adjoining his 
father's. He was followed by Vincent Win
ters, a brother of William Sr., who set
tled east of Ashville in the area which 
later became the Sandringham district. 
His family included three sons, Ernest, 
John and George; three daughters, Mar
garet (Mrs. Norman McLean), Lizzie (Mrs. 
Clarence Church) and Edith (Mrs. Rob
ert Cathers). 

When Samuel Winters had completed his 
homestead duties he took pre-emption on 
the quarter located one mile north of his 
homestead. Both farms went to Henry 
Winters and then his son, Raymond. 

Harry Hughes, husband of Margery Win
ters (Samuel's daughter) donated a corner 
of his land for a church site. Onto this was 
moved the Old Cumberland Church and 
here all the social and religious activities 
were conducted. 

The name given to this area was Spruce 
Bluff and a more appropriate one could not 
have been found, located as it is in the 
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midst of a well-wooded area of spruce 
trees. Years later a community hall was 
erected which was the centre of enter
tainment in this fine, prosperous set
tlement. This district is best suited to 
cattle raisi!!-g. 

The Samuel Winters children attended 
Mayflower school, walking the three miles 
twice a day. The school accommodated 30 
pupils. 

Threshing in those early days presented 
no problem to the Winters as they had all 
had experience in Ontario, and William 
Winters had owned a threadmill and 
thresher there. They would go to south
ern Manitoba to thresh first, then persuade 
Jacob Cathers to bring his steam outfit 
over the mountains to Dauphin where 
they would thresh crops on into the win
ter before they were finished. Shortly 
though there were many threshing outfits 
in the district and the Winters had their 
own with Manuel doing the duties of the 
engineer. Those first threshers were hand
fed with carriers to move the straw and 
with bags to move the grain, but soon self
feeders were available, also high weighing 
baggers, and blowers to deposit the straw 
in great mounds. Threshing was the great
est community effort of the year, great 
activity surrounded the project and the 
womenfolk competed for honors in the 
cooking field, much to the delight of the 
threshing gourmets. 

Mr. Winters Sr. had been a stone mason 
in his native province so constructed a 
lime kiln, necessary in the construction 
of basements for the new homes which 
sprung up in the district. His brother, 
Vincent, was a carpenter, so between the 
two they were of great assistance in the 
area. Before roads were built, it took a 
whole day to drive four miles to Dauphin 
and back. through "gumbo mud", with 
many stop~ to dig mud from wheels plugged 
to the axle. 

The Winter brothers were good fiddlers 
and fine step-dancers so provided enter
tainment at the social functions which 
were arranged in the winter time. Music 
was ever a part of the Winters family 
right down to the present generation which 
finds Kenneth Winters, grandson of Sam
uel, music critic for the Toronto Telegram 
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with a wealth of musical successes be
hind him. 

Community picnics featured the season 
between haying and harvesting where 
racing and other contests were enjoyed. 
Football engaged the young fellows, and 
the Nicholson boys, Fred, Tom, Hepworth, 
and Frank provided a strong family team, 
which made for tough competition. 

In the district in those early days, the 
Crawfords, the Nicholsons, the Hessel
woods, the Maynards, the McDonalds, the 
Alguires along' with the Winters provided 
fine music and excellent harmony. The 
Winters, the McDonalds and the Crawfords 
had bell organs, Elizabeth Winters and 
Myrtle Crawford provided the accomp
animent, and many pleasant hours were 
spent musically in sing-songs in the homes, 
at the church and in community gather
ings. Occasionally, a sleigh load from the 
town of Dauphin would come out to partici
pate-Mrs. Robert Hawkins (who posses
sed a lovely soprano voice), the Iredale 
girls, Wm. Snyder and Fred Wright, to 
name a few. Skating parties were en
joyed on the winding Salt creek. 

It is interesting to note here that Myrtle 
and Pearl Crawford married Frank and 
Hepworth Nicholson; May Hesselwood 
married Fred Nicholson; Kate McDonald 
married Tom Nicholson. 

The Samuel Winters home was flanked on 
the north by the Wm. Hughes farm; on the 
west by Thomas Kemp home-the Kemps 
were from Carleton Place, Ontario; the 
Harry Hughes family were across the road; 
Mr. and Mrs. Jones adjoined the Hughes. 
The Jones were elderly folk from Wales and 
possessed the only gramaphone in the dis
trict, along with a fine collection of 
cylinder-type records. It was a Victor ma
chine in the old-fashioned box style with 
a huge horn, and Mr. Jones took great 
pride in keeping it dusted, and made a 
big production of operating it for the pleas
ure of his listeners. Mrs. Jones was an in
valid who had no trouble obtaining errand 
boys or girls, if the reward were that of 
listening to some of the records. There 
was even a music teacher in the area
Miss Lottie McDonald paid weekly visits to 
the homes where organs were a part of the 
furnishings and provided musical instruc-



tion. Elizabeth, David and Isaiah Winters 
were among her pupils. 

The Tom Kemp farm as well as the Jones 
became the homes of gravel pits, neces
sary in the construction of roads, pur
chased and operated by the McKee bro
thers. The Tom Kemp homestead later con
stituted the Museum and Pony Ranch of 
Russ McCallum. Later S.E. 10-25-20, home
stead of William Winters Sr., was the scene 
of a gravel pit and became the property 
of Ed Payne. 

Levi Winters' family numbered seven: 
Bertha (Mrs. Howard Lee), Fred, May 
(Mrs. George Wilson), Lloyd, Clarence, Ly
man and Rose. 

Samuel Winters had a family of six: 
David, Isaiah, Elizabeth (Mrs. James 
Hall), Henry, Alice (Mrs. Fred McQuaig), 
Florence (Mrs. Thomas Manley). 

Manuel Winters' family comprised 
Verne, Luella (Mrs. Robert Cawston), 
Maude (Mrs. Clem Lane), John Oliver, 
Sam and Garth. 

William Winters Jr. married Lottie Far
rell of Dauphin and their family of two 
sons were Archie and Elgin. 

Joseph Winters married Dora Alguire 
and they had a family of ten: Hubert. 
EarL Clayton, Dolly (Mrs. Albert Hicks), 
Lola (Mrs. Lorne Birss), Beatrice (Mrs. 
Lyle Green). Addie (Mrs. Walter Shunk), 
Ivy (Mrs. Gordon Fisher), William and 
Charlie. 

Alfred Winters married Edith Pitts 
and they had a family of six: Flossie (Mrs. 
James Biard), Lawrence, Hazel (Mrs. Roy 
Smith), Irene (Mrs. J. A. McDonald), 
Freda (Mrs. O. R. Campbell), Geraldine 
(Mrs. J. Childs). 

Two brothers of Mrs. Samuel Winters, 
John Dunbar and Colbourne Dunbar, con
tributed a bit to Dauphin's early history. 
The former shipped a carload of horses of 
lower Canadian French stock into the 
Dauphin district and disposed of them. 
These horses replaced oxen on many farms. 
Colbourne came to Manitoba as a young 
minister and served the Dauphin district 
for a time. 

"Bees" expedited the larger projects in 
pioneer days. There were scrubbing bees 
for clearing the land, raising bees for 
building the log houses, quilting bees, kill
ing bees in the fall to prepare meat for 
market or use. Mrs. William Winters had a 
spinning wheel and carders with which she 
converted raw wool into socks, mittens and 
sweaters. Mrs. Samuel Winters made 
summer hats from straw which she gath
ered by hand. In lieu of refrigeration, dairy 
products were kept in wells, or ice 
houses were built or root cellars, wild fruit 
was preserved in syrup. These pioneers 
were resourceful and ingenious, and their 
energy flowed unceasingly. 

Up until the Shaw brothers established 
their grist mill on the Valley river, the 
Winters received flour from their relatives 
in Ontario, also apples and maple syrup. 
Along with their neighbors they patron
ized the new mill, but found the flour 
coarse and unpalatable, and dubbed it 
"Shaw-Daub". Only by mixing it with 
some of their imported flour did they find 
it edible. 

ROBERT WISHART FAMILY 

When the Robert Wishart family arrived 
in the area in June 1891 they left a settle
ment in Saskatchewan which was later 
to bear the family name because they 
had the distinction of being the first set
tlers in that district which lies in the 
Touchwood Hills about 90 miles from the 
village of Fort Qu' Appelle. 

Mr. Wishart raised horses and cattle for a 
living. Successive years of drought in the 
Touchwood area with the resulting short
age of feed for his stock made imperative 
a move to some district where he could 
pursue his business without this partic
ular hazard. He had heard of the Dauphin 
Valley and its luxuriant growth and water 
supply so took his family-his wife, Clem
entina, and ten children-with a buck
board, two wagons, horse;; and cattle, 
and proceeded to Dauphin. 

On May 24, 1891 they went through York
ton, Saskatchewan and that town was 
celebrating Victoria Day in the usual fash
ion for this era. There were horse races, 
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Haying Scene, using Bucking Pole -1917 

children's races and ball tournaments. Mr. 
Wishart entered his horses in several races 
before proceeding onward further east, 
and covered the remaining distance of 
over one hundred miles on prairie trails in 
11 days. 

Arriving in Touchwood in 1880 from 
Portage la Prairie by oxen the Wisharts 
had all the experiences of pioneering be
fore leaving the district 11 years later. 
Their first log house built in 1880 was 
replaced with a larger and sturdier one in 
1883, using hewn logs. The brick, finishing 
lumber, flooring and lime had to be hauled 
from Fort Qu' Appelle. Robert Wishart 
helped build the first school in that dis
trict-the Round Plains school-and the 
first church, the Stone Church. Prior to 
1888 church services were held in the Wis
hart home. 

Rubies were found on their property in 
small numbers. The first ones were discov
ered while digging the well on their home
stead. Later more were noticed in rocks 
but never in sufficient quantitites to war
rant selling any. 

Occupational hazards such as Indians 
during the Riel Rebellion and prairie fires 
were events from which the family es
caped relatively easy. John Wishart as a 
small boy was given the task of bring
ing home the cows: one night, he saw a 
prairie fire raging in a strong wind. He 
knew he couldn't drive the cattle fast 
enough to stay ahead of it so he burned a 
patch of grass, and drove them on to that. 
He and the cattle stood there in complete 

the big fire burned past them and went on 
its destructive way, leaving a black sea 
in its wake. 

Another story of the Wishart family 
would indicate that they had a large 
amount of a "presence of mind". Mrs. 
Wishart was a real horse woman and would 
take her turn at rounding up the cattle. 
On one such occasion her horse threw her 
as it fell, right in front of a bad temper
ed bull. As he prepared to attack her, 
Mrs. Wishart threw herself on the ground, 
facing him, and when he approached she 
coolly produced the pistol she invariably 
carried when thus employed, and shot the 
animal dead in his tracks. 

The Wishart family included daughters 
Jessie (Mrs. Wm. Buchannon), with daugh
ter Evelyn (Mrs. Albert Hoskins); Tina 

safety on their little black island while Harvest Scene with old binder 
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(Mrs. J. Edwin Wallwin) with daughters 
Jessie (Mrs. James Brown), Pearl (Mrs. 
Ross Shuttleworth), Dan (married to Ber
nice Prentice), Bill (married to Moyra 
Watson), Bob (married to Gladys Mont
eith); Mary (Mrs. Thos. Playford); Maggie 
(Mrs. H. Benson), with daughter Lila 
(Mrs. Tom Brown); sons Jack, Alex, Bob, 
Bill and Dan. 

The Wisharts were joined in 1895 by old 
friends of theirs from the Touchwood Hills, 
the Gavin Strangs, and renewed the as
sociation the families had started in Sask
atchewan. Both families contributed to the 
settling and developing of this part of 
Manitoba. 

J. J. DUNFIELD 

J. J. Dunfield was one of the early 
settlers of this area, coming here with his 
parents from Portage la Prairie. He mar
ried Annie Rhindress in 1903 and they 
lived on his father's farm on the north-east 
side of th~ town of Dauphin. 

Here they had one of the first dairy 
herds and supplied the town with milk for 
years. The family still own the farm, and 
Dunfield Avenue is named after the fam
ily. 

The family includes four sons and six 
daughters: Wesley, Donald, Bert and Rog
er; Edna (Mrs. Robert Dixon), Mae (Mrs. 
Wm. Carruthers), Alma (Mrs. Frank Eng
lish), Flora (Mrs. James Prust), Sadie 
(Mrs. Tillman Durham), Alice (Mrs. 
James King). 

This interesting "About Town" item ap
peared in The Herald issue of May 8, 
1958: 

One of the items displayed at the Good 
Neighbors' old-time tea was one of the 
first milk tickets to be used in Dauphin, it 
is owned by Mrs. R. E. Dixon. She does not 
have the date of issue, but it was before 
milk bottles came into use, and would pro
bably date back 60 years. 

Her father, John Dunfield, delivered the 
milk from his farm just east of town. He 

used a large can, and measured out milk 
by the quart into the customer's jug. The 
price? 14 quarts for $1. 

THE McLAUGHLIN FAMILY 

James McLaughlin brought his family to 
the newly opened district of Dauphin in 
1889 from the Rapid City district. A 
drought had driven him to more fertile 
fields to obtain feed for his cattle. In the 
spring of 1890 he homesteaded in the Spruce 
Creek district after having wintered his 
cattle on Lake Dauphin. 

Three years later, their homestead dut
ies completed, Mr. and Mrs. McLaughlin 
left their six children in the care of a 
neighbor's daughter, Margaret McPher
son, later Mrs. Bob Machan, and went for a 
visit to Rapid City. Coming back they stop
ped at McLeod's stopping house on the 
Minnedosa river, then called the Little 
Saskatchewan, three miles south of Lake 
Audy where they stayed the night. Rising 
at five the next morning for an early start 
on the homeward way they proceeded to 
ford the river. The water was high at 
this point, as a dam put in the river had 
been loosened to float logs down to 
Christy's mill. 

The wagon stuck on a boulder and the 
horses became panicky in the rushing 
water. Afraid they might become tang
led in the harness and drown, Mr. Mc
Laughlin pulled the drawbolt and released 
them. The plunging horses turned and ap
parently tried to find footing on the wagon. 
It broke away from the obstruction, the box 
upset. throwing Mr. and Mrs. McLaughlin 
into the stream. Mr. McLaughlin shouted as 
he fell and was heard by the men at the 
stopping house but by the time they reach
ed them it was too late. Mr. McLaughlin 
was gone. Mrs McLaughlin managed to 
hang onto an overhanging branch until 
help arrived. From then on she was mother, 
father and provider for their six children, 
the oldest of whom was ten. The horses 
were saved but the load of provisions in
cluding seed grain was lost or spoiled. 

As soon as she could Mrs. McLaughlin 
filed on another homestead, this time in 
her own name as a widow, adding another 
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160 acres to her property, and was able to 
leave half a section of unencumbered land 
to her sons. This was no mean achieve
ment in a period when no widows', moth
ers' or family allowances were available. 
Fortunately she had good health, a sturdy 
independence, a good farm and good neigh
bors. That first spring the neighbors 
brought seed to replace what she had lost 
and put in the crop for her. She nursed in 
the neighborhood so that the older child
ren learned early to bake bread and look 
after the smaller ones while their mother 
was absent from the home. 

All was not rosy always. One year a 
spark from the threshing machine ignited 
the crop and burned it all, a prairie fire 
took the hay, the cattle had to be sold, 
and the oldest boy had to go to Portage to 
get work threshing to earn a little money 
for necessities. 

Food was always plentiful in the home. 
Everyone killed a beef after freeze-up, 
there was always salt pork, lots of milk, 
butter and eggs. There was plenty of fish 
in the creek near the homestead, wild 
strawberries, raspberries, saskatoons 
and cranberries were picked in abund
ance and preserved for winter use, and 
these along with a huge garden provided 
amply for the McLaughlin family. 

To eke out a living for her children, Mrs. 
McLaughlin would, in addition to nursing, 
bake bread for the bachelors in the area, 
board the teacher and student minister. 
She sewed all the girls' clothes, even the 
underwear, and some of the boys'. She 
didn't keep sheep but neighbors did and 
gave her some wool, out of which she knit
ted socks and mitts for her family, and for 
the neighbors as well. She bought tanned 
deer skin from the Indians at Cameron's 
store on the Russell trail with her butter 
money, and from this made moccasins for 
the children to wear in the winter. In 
summer they went barefooted. 

While qualifying for her own homestead 
for which she had filed, her duties included 
a six month residence on the land every 
year for three years, among improvements 
required. During these three years she 
slept in a cabin on the property usually 
with the company of one of her pre-school 
children. In 1896 she built a log house on the 
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home farm, relegating the first shanty to 
the status of a granary. This log house 
stood until 1955 when her grandson, Bert 
McLaughlin pulled it down to make way 
for a modern structure. 

Entertainment in those early days for 
the McLaughlins included neighborhood 
visits, Christmas concerts with Santa 
dressed in a coon-skin coat and everyone 
contributing to the program with song, 
dance or recitation and the summer pic
nics. 

The latter invariably entailed the mak
ing of homemade ice-cream, each family 
brought the makings of one homemade 
batch and it was usually the duty of A. J. 
Henderson to turn the hand freezer. This 
business could very well become the whole 
afternoon's work as the children ate up 
each batch as quickly as it came out of the 
freezer. 

This story of the courage and resource
fulness of one pioneer woman would not be 
complete without the following delight
ful ancedote. It seems they had a pet colt 
as resourceful as the family. He lifted the 
latch of the door when no one was at home 
and upset a pan of yeast sitting on the 
stove. As if this were not enough damage, 
he stuck his nose in it and proceeded to 
smear all the windows! 

JACOB CATHERS 

Jacop Cathers came to the Dauphin Val
ley in 1891 from Listowel in the Huron 
county of Ontario, via Neepawa. He filed 
on N.E. 36-25-20, and, through hard work 
cleared and operated two sections of 
land before many years had passed. 

He was one of the first farmers to own 
a threshing machine, a steam engine with 
an upright boiler. He did the threshing 
for the early settlers all the way from 
Gilbert Plains to Ochre River, summer or 
winter. He never passed up a farmer, his 
remark being "I'll be at your place to 
thresh, by (a certain time) if the Lord is 
willing." With this same engine he went 
into the saw-mill business, sawing lum
ber for the pioneers. In 1900 he was elect
ed councillor for ward two, built roads 



and ditches, with horse-power in those 
days .. 

He was a resourceful person, if he did 
not have enough horses for the plow, he 
would break in a cow or steer to work 
along with the horses. He would work them 
in the early hours of the morning and late 
afternoon to avoid the hottest part of the 
day for the sake of the' 'bovines". 

Jake was small of stature and big of 
heart, with great ambition and energy. 
He married Miss Peters of Neepawa and 
they had two daughters and one son, Rob
ert. 

DURSTON F AMIL Y 

The story of the Durston family goes 
back to Street in Somerset, England where 
Aquila and Sophia Durston lived with 
their five boys and two girls in 1870. Three 
of these boys migrated to Canada in the 
early 1870's and took up residence in 
Ontario-temporarily for John and George, 
but permanently for William. 

John with his wife, Mary Martha, and 
their two sons William Henry (Billy) and 
Henry George (Harry), along with brother 
George pushed further west in the mid 
1870's and settled on the Portage Plains 
about 12 miles from the present city of Por
tage la Prairie. They selected building 
sites, cleared land, turned the sod and 
put up hay for stock. 

George decided to move into Winnipeg 
where he obtained employment, met Eliza 
Brazier and married. In 1882 they took 
their baby daughter, Emily (Mrs. Bar
wick) and went to the Turtle Mountain 
district where they took up a homestead 
about 11 miles from the present town of 
Boissevain. Eleven of a family were rais
ed: Robert, Albert, Rowan, Charles, Stan
ley, Emily, Alice. Flossie. Bertha. Liz
zie and Gertie. Sometime before 1914 four 
of this family moved to the Dauphin 
area and settled south of town. They were 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Durston, Mr. and Mrs. 
Albert Durston, Mr. and Mrs. Rowan Dur
ston, and Mr. and Mrs. Fred Shields 
(Alice Durston). 

Mr. and Mrs. John Durston back on the 
Portage Plains continued developing their 
property. Their family increased to in
clude Louis, John, Albert and Angus. 
Weather permitting, the boys attended 
Belle Plains school. To eke out a living for 
six growing boys taxed Mrs. Durston's in
genuity. "Hastypudding" was a favorite 
dessert-stirring a flour paste into boiling 
water until the desired consistency was 
reached, and then sweetening the mixture 
to taste. 

This pioneer mother would set out early 
in the morning with a basket of eggs in one 
hand and a basket of butter in the other, 
to walk the 12 miles to Portage. There she 
would exchange her produce for sugar, tea 
and the bare necessities of life. Butter 
would net her 15 cents per pound, eggs 
five cents per dozen, occasionally ten 
cents. The trip to and from Portage would 
take a long day, and it was an anxious 
group of boys who awaited the return of 
their mother as darkness gathered. There 
was always the worry that she might have 
been picked up by a band of Indians pass
ing through. It was not uncommon for the 
Indians to stop at the settlers' homes for 
food. Mrs. Durston endeavored to remain 
cool, to feed them as good a meal as she 
had, and to urge them on their way con
tented. On one occasion when Harry was 
alone in the house, he hid behind the stove 
while the Indians helped themselves and 
went on. 

Their home was merely a log shelter with 
a dirt floor which became so packed it 
could be swept. Furniture was meagre 
and crude. Should water be left in a ut
ensil on the back of the stove at night dur
ing the winter, it would be ice by morning. 

Hearing of the virtues of the Dauphin 
Valley, Mr. Durston and his son Billy, 
then a youth of 18, set out in November 
1889 to investigate its possibilities. With 
two yoke of oxen and a covered sleigh 
they journeyed over the Riding Mountains 
following Indian trails and the Cameron 
Trail. Enroute they encountered a heavy 
snowstorm and were unable to proceed 
until it abated. The oxen were unharness
ed, fed and turned loose. They gathered 
dry wood for a fire, made bannock in an 
iron fry pan over the fire and brewed 
a strong cup of tea from boiled snow 
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water to which was added a generous 
amount of sugar for warmth and strength. 
Hunger satisfied and ready for sleep, 
both settled down under blartkets near the 
fire with the snow for their bed and the 
sky above for the ceiling. By morning the 
snow had settled under them due to the 
warmth from their bodies, and having sunk 
down under they were somewhat pro
tected from the elements. 

When day dawned the storm was still 
raging and before it had subsided the 
Durstons had lost all four oxen. With 
their short legs the big animals were not 
able to make it through the deep snow and 
when the feed ran out they died near the 
camp site from hunger and the bitter 
weather. Incidental to this trying ex
perience and only a short time after
wards, the Andrew Malcolm family 
moved in from Minnedosa along the same 
trail and discovered the frozen, snow
buried bodies of the oxen, and the aban
doned sleigh contain only harness and an 
empty grub box. 

With belongings on their backs, John Dur
ston and Billy forged ahead on foot and 
eventually reached the settlement on the 
north side of the mountains, a location 
near what later became the Durston 
school site, south of Dauphin, on section 
2-24-19. A dug-out thatched with available 
material, poles, branches and snow, pro
vided shelter and the two set up house
keeping. Come January 22, 1890 young 
Billy was feeling pretty lonesome
his 19th birthday and no special cake to 
mark the occasion. 

Through the winter months they scouted 
about sizing up the area as to water supply, 
good pasturing for stock, good soil and 
a desirable building site. Following the 
spring run-off from the Riding Mountains, 
low areas became saturated with water. 
The vast stretch of land from the mount
ains north to the present town site of Dau
phin later became known as Skilligalee 
because of the mushy, spongy, porridge
like character of the swamps where drain
age ditches were yet a thing of the future. 
With the warm sun and winds of spring, 
growth of vegetation was luxuriant. 

The north-east corner of section 2-24-19 
where the grass was tall and lush, caught 
the eye of John Durston. Here he decided 
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to bring his family. The two made their 
way back to Portage, packed their be
longings, left a fairly new barn and re
turned to their chosen homestead site. 

This time the journey was made by way 
of Arden Ridge and along the shores of 
Lake Dauphin. The boys would take turns 
keeping the cattle on the move as they 
followed the wagon carrying the settlers' 
effects. Occasionally the log buildings of 
folk already settled would be reached. 
Warm welcomes were extended, oxen 
stabled and fed, warm meal prepared for 
the guests who were invited to stay for 
the night even though all that could be of
fered was a place on the floor where 
they could stretch out for a sleep. Reach
ing the dug-out used the previous winter 
the family prepared to spend the winter 
of 1890-91 there. All the boys could not go 
out at one time as there was insufficient 
warm clothing and footwear to go around. 

Young Billy explored the terrain fur-. 
ther and concluded that S.E. 14-24-19 ap
peared a better choice than section 2, and 
applied to the Dominion Land Titles office 
at Minnedosa for a homestead entry to the 
quarter. An initial payment of $20 was to 
accompany the application-an amount 
he did not have. Fortunately, Frank 
Fee, twin brother of Wm. Fee and an 
uncle of Chas. W. Fee, came through with a 
loan. The homestead entry was granted 
and Billy set about to comply with the 
provisions of the law regarding improve
ments on the land and to earn the where
with-all to make the necessary payments. 
A small log shelter was built and clear
ing of the land begun. His first earnings 
amounting to $10 were paid to the Land 
Titles office on December 4, 1891. A pay
ment like that indicated ownership so S.E. 
14-24-19 soon became the home of Billy, 
his parents and five brothers. 

To accommodate the family a two
storey log structure was added. The main 
floor was kitchen, dining-room and living 
room, all in one, but the stairs in the 
corner led to a landing from which doors 
opened to three bedrooms. Above the doors 
and displaying a forward look were open 
rectangular spaces covered with screen for 
better ventilation. This was the Durston 
home until 1914 after which it housed hired 
help. In 1953 the main structure was loosed 



from the log lean-to and moved to the foot 
of the Riding Mountains onto property 
which had been set apart by W. H. Durston 
as a recreational area. Renovations were 
made and an addition was built providing 
a good-sized kitchen and dining-room 
and a large bedroom on the second floor. 
After more than 75 years it stands as a 
landmark and makes a comfortable fam
ilyhome. 

In 1898 Billy brought home his new wife, 
Agnes Maud (Scarff), only daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. George Scarff who with 
their five sons, James, Alfred, David, 
William and Edgar, lived on the adjacent 
quarter, S.W. 14-24-19. From then on Billy 
was known as Will. 

As time went on the remaining brothers 
acquired land of their own and all married 
except Angus. Harry married Rosetta 
Baggett and set up farming on the N.W. 
quarter of 13-24-19. Harry's motto-a 
man should own a house and herd of cattle 
before he should ask any young woman to 
be his wife-was observed. To this 
union were born Dorothy, John H. and 
Ernest K. 

Charlie Durston married Pearl Dice
man and located on S.W. 13-24-19. Their 
family included Walter F., Allan 0., Wm. 
Elmer, Arthur C. H., Verna (Mrs. C. 
Abraham) and Florence (Mrs. J. Bourdon). 

Albert married May Carruthers, settled 
on S.E. 24-24-19 and raised their family of 
two boys and three girls, Lawrence W., 
Gordon C., Esther (Mrs. W. G. McRob
erts), Reta (Mrs. A. Lunsted), and Adeline 
(Mrs. A. J. Steadman). A move in the late 
1920's to N. W. 18-24-19 provided a perm
anent location for their farming activities. 
Angus made his home on S.E. 15-24-19. On 
the old homestead three children were 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Will Durston, Mary, 
Cecil R. and Florence (Mrs. C. J. Seale). 

"Bees" were in vogue and served two 
purposes, one to accomplish major projects 
and secondly to provide fellowship. Mak
ing quilts, clearing land, killing animals, 
putting up houses or barns were done 
through this method in the pioneering era. 
Threshing the crops was a big undertaking 
after the advent of the steam outfit with 
its crew of 20 to 25 men plus the stook 

teams ... Women of the neighborhood as
sisted in the providing of the meals, 
cabooses provided sleeping quarters for 
the men, but a wet spell when all the men 
had to be fed though they were not working 
posed an added burden to the housewife. 

In 1914 William H. was able to erect the 
spacious red brick dwelling which, along 
with the grain elevator put up in 1917, 
provide landmarks, even for airplanes to
day. 

In September, 1932 Will's wife passed 
away. In October 1934 he married Elsie 
Fellingham and to this union were born 
two daughters, Ruth B. (Mrs. Robert A. 
Boughen), and Edith (Mrs. Gerald E. 
Webb), and a son Bernard Wm. who mar
ried Vi Gerrigle and who now live on the 
homestead of his father. In 1967 when the 
Provincial Exhibition at Brandon paid 
tribute to continuous family ownership 
for over 75 years, this was one of the Man
itoba farms so recognized. 

There were many pioneers who, side by 
side with the Durstons made contribution 
to the social, religious and economic struc
ture of the community. Names of a few of 
those who came in before the railroad 
or shortly afterwards are the Scarffs, Fees, 
Carruthers, Carmichaels, Shaws, McKer
chars, Armstrongs, Cathers, Friends and 
Sandy Boles. 

W. H. Durston represented ward one on 
the rural council for 24 years and during 
that time was instrumental in converting 
the district into farming land and profit
able hay meadows by planning and build
ing a drainage system at much less cost to 
the taxpayer than a local or government 
system would have. He was the first coun
cillor to take advantage of the Good Roads 
act with the result that the ward has a 
system of roads of which the residents are 
justly proud. He was active on the Board 
of Trade movement which made repres
entation, 41 years ago, to have the Domin
ion government develop the Riding Mount
ain National Park. 

Mr. Durston set aside a natural beauty 
spot in a picturesque section of his own 
holdings, building Durston Park, complete 
with swimming pool, baseball diamond, 
swings, cook house, tables, benches 
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and kiosk (summer house). 

The school in the district was named the 
Durston school and he served on its board 
for 21 years. The site for this school 
was donated jointly by Will Durston and 
Hugh McMillan. 

Church services in the first years were 
conducted in the Durston home until Mr. 
Durston built what is termed the syn
agogue for that purpose, and which build
ing is still standing on his property. Park
side Gospel Church, the spiritual centre of 
the community, is located on property 
donated by the Charles Durston family. 

W. H. Durston was a member of the Dau
phin General Hospital Board for seven 
years, on the board of the Dauphin Agri
cultural society, and a member of the 
Dauphin Pioneer association from its in
ception in 1916. In subsequent years other 
members of the family have followed the 
example set for them by W. H. Durston. 
Son Cecil R. was instrumental in securing 
the Large Area school system for Dauphin, 
first of its kind in Manitoba, and served 
on the board for 19 years, 12 as its chair
man; he was also councillor for five years. 
Elmer and Walter Durston, nephews of 
W. H., have been active members of the 
Dauphin Agricultural society, on the board 
and as exhibitors, specializing in honey 
products, sheep, swine and poultry. Dean 
Durston, grandson of W. H., presently 
sits on the board of the Dauphin-Ochre 
School Area. 

ESPLEN F AMIL Y 

Archie Esplen left Bruce County in Ont
ario at the age of 18 and came to the home 
of h~s aunt and uncle in Minnedosa in 
1885. He spent two months with the Minne
dosa Company in the war of the North 
West Rebellion and earned the script 
which entitled him to half a section of 
land as a homestead. Accordingly, he and 
his cousin Alex Cameron went in search 
of land and arrived at Dauphin, which at 
that time boasted only five families as 
settlers. 

Far-off fields looked greener, and they 
continued further west, but it wasn't long 
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until Archie had second thoughts. He sug
gested turning back, but had trouble per
suading his cousin at first-but one night 
Alex turned the wagon around while Archie 
was sleeping, and the next morning they 
proceeded east. Only when Archie Esplen 
suggested that the country appeared fam
iliar did Alex Cameron tell him the joke 
he had played on him. 

Back in Dauphin, they selected pieces 
of land side by side and proceeded to Neep
awa to the land office there to lay claim. 
At the entrance to the office they met 
John Daniels who had just taken up the 
land chosen by Archie Espien. When 
Alex realized this, he released his parcel 
to his cousin and chose another parcel for 
himself. Mr. Daniels and Mr. Esplen be
came neighbors and lifelong friends. 

Meanwhile, back in Minnedosa, was 
Mary Carmichael with her father, mother 
and eight brothers and sisters. They had 
come out from Scotland in 1879. During 
their brief stay in Winnipeg they pastured 
the cattle where the Hudson Bay store 
now stands. The trip from Winnipeg to 
Minnedosa was made in a Red River cart 
and oxen, and when Mary was question
ed in later years how she could ever have 
ridden in one of those carts all the way 
from Winnipeg to Minnedosa, she ex
plained, "Bless you child, we didn't ride, 
we walked, our belongings were in the 
cart. " 

Mary Carmichael and Archie Esplen 
were married in 1886 at Minnedosa and the 
next year set out for the new home in 
Dauphin, together with their six-week-old 
baby, and a newly acquired bulldog. The 
first night out from Minnedosa they stay
ed with an uncle, Archie McLean at Elph
instone; the second night when they were 
prepared to camp on the track two rough 
and suspicious looking men came along 
but the sight of the bulldog frightened 
them away. 

The west half of 2-25-19 was the site of 
the new Esplen home, a two-room sod 
shanty with an earthen floor. This floor 
was swept with a broom made of twigs 
tied together. At the height of the mosquito 
season, smudges were kept going in the 
evening to smoke the pesky biters out of 
the house. 



Supplies were brought from Strathclair 
over the Lake Audy trail and along that 
trail stood an abandoned piano box which 
afforded shelter to travellers. Many 
were the conjectures as to its origin and 
reasons for abandonment. 

When the men went for supplies, the 
women remained at home to do the chores. 
On one such occasion, Mrs. Esplen was 
visited by two Indians who walked into 
the shanty and squatted on the floor. To 
her offer of a cup of tea, they shook their 
heads, and presently stretched out and 
fell asleep on the floor until morning, when 
they silently pulled their blankets around 
them and left the house; it was the last 
she saw of them. 

The Esplen family outgrew the old sod 
shanty and the new two-storey log house 
replaced it via a building bee which was 
one of the social occasions of the pion
eers. The men came to build and the 
women to help with the cooking and the 
full day wound up with dancing. One of 
the carpenters could invariably be pre
vailed upon to play the fiddle while Archie 
Esplen called the square dances. 

John Daniels had acquired a fighting 
cock, and issued challenges to Tom Pol
lon's barnyard rooster. Archie Esplen's 
Plymouth Rock rooster and Matt Lee's 
rooster in turn, boasting that his fighting 
cock would lick them all in turns. Dawned 
the day of the fights and Mr. Daniels ar
rived first at the Esplens carrying the 
cock. What happened in the stable was 
never related in detail, suffice to say the 
fighting cock went home in disgrace, and 
the Pollons and Lees received no visit
ation from him. The common rooster was 
champion! 

Elections provided excitement for the 
pioneers. Mr. Daniels and Mr. Pollon 
supported the one party and Mr. Esplen 
the other. In the election which saw T. A. 
Burrows face off with Glen Campbell, Mr. 
Esplen was pulling for Mr. Burrows 
while his friends backed Mr. Campbell. 
Voting results were slow but first reports 
had it that Campbell had won, so over 
came Mr. Pollon and Mr. Daniels for a 
victory toast with Mr. Esplen. The next 
word was that Burrows had been elected 
so it was Mr. Esplen's turn to claim a 

victory drink from his friends. This went 
on for some time before the real victor was 
declared, several toasts later. Torchlight 
parades often climaxed an election vic
tory. 

The first Agricultural Fair interested 
the Esplens when Mr. Esplen showed 
horses and Mrs. Esplen exhibited in the 
ladies' work classes. The children shared 
in the prize winning by collecting the 
first-prize stickers and putting them on 
their school pony, much to the amusement 
of the surveyors who were camped be
side the farm while surveying for a new 
railroad. The first survey line went be
tween the house and barn of the Esplen 
farmyard, and was done by the CPR, 
but no railroad was built. 

Years of talk about a railroad reached 
the point that when the subject came up 
Mrs. Esplen would remark that she would 
believe it when she saw the rails and the 
train running. The Lake Manitoba Rail
way and Canal Company built in 1896, 
the line cutting across the north-east corn
er of the Esplen farm; Mr. Esplen later 
sold the isolated corner to his friend, Mr. 
Daniels, for $10. 

Archie Esplen served as councillor of 
the Dauphin Rural Municipality, 1907 to 
1909, as reeve in 1910, 1911, 1912, 1921 
and 1922. He was Liberal member for the 
Dauphin constituency in the Manitoba 
legislature from 1922 to 1927. Esplens still 
occupy that farm which was home
steaded by Archie in 1886, continuing to 
serve the community. All seven of the fam
ily chose to live here-Bill, Sadie, Lil, 
Eva (Mrs. J. McMillan), Jack, Margaret 
(Mrs. G. Chard). Ruth (Mrs. E.. Fair). 

ALEX BIRSS F AMIL Y 

The year 1888 saw the arrival of a young 
Scotsman by the name of Alex Birss and 
he filed on N.W. 32-24-19. This farm was 
heavily bushed with oak, elm, ash and 
Manitoba maple (box elder) along with 
small scrub, such as hazel bushes. sask
atoon and cranberry bushes. The land was 
rich and fertile, the Vermillion river ran 
through it, giving ample supply of water 
for livestock. Alex, who was a hard-
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working fellow, cleared up most of this 
farm with axe and grub-hoe, using horses 
and a wood-beam plow to break it up. His 
first buildings were of log, mostly taken 
off the farm. 

Around 1890 Alex married Miss McDon
ald, pioneer Neil McDonald's daughter 
who lived on the south-east quarter of the 
same section. The Birss family included 
four girls and two boys. In the early part of 
the century they erected a fine brick home 
and a new barn. As a family the Birss 
were known far and wide for their soc
iability and hospitality-many country 
dances were held in their home, attracting 
as many as 100 people. 

The Birss farm was highly productive-
50 bushels of wheat, 60 bushels of barley 
and 100 bushels of oats to the acre were 
common yields. In the early years stack
ing grain for threshing was the custom, 
but whereas others used forks for the piling, 
Alex Birss used his hands, and as he near
ed the top got on his knees to place the 
sheaves. The stacks ·were so close that 
one could not drive between them, often 
50 or 60 on the 80 acres he had broken 
(and all this without the use of commercial 
fertilizer, only barnyard manure). 

This farm still stands as one of the most 
productive in the area, and is owned and 
operated by Art Rampton, Guernsey dairy 
farmer. 

THE BARKER F AMIL Y 

George Barker and his son George first 
came to the Dauphin Valley in 1882, from 
Minnedosa where they had lived since 
migrating from Ontario. They returned to 
Minnedsoa and in 1888 the whole family 
came back. There were three daughters 
(one became Mrs. R. G. Ferguson, another 
Mrs. N. Bigham), and son George W. J. 
Barker. 

George Barker was a blacksmith by 
trade and had one of the first shops here. 
He was interested in civic and political 
affairs and became the first mayor of the 
Village of Dauphin. He operated a bowling 
alley in the south end of town from 1910 
to 1920. 
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George Jr. married Jane Victoria Alguire 
in 1893. There were three sons and one 
daughter in their family when they moved 
to Russell where they farmed for a few 
years, returning to Dauphin around 1912. 
Four more sons and another daughter 
completed the family. 

The Barker homestead took in the land 
where the town of D_auphin now stands. At 
that time the store and blacksmith shop 
were one mile north of the present site of 
the town. This was known as Dog Town. 
When the railroad came through, the 
town moved to its present location. An old 
oak tree on the Ferguson property on 
Fourth Avenue NW once stood in the Bark
er grain field. 

The lives of the pioneers were harsh in 
many ways but the spirit of comradeship 
and neighborliness which prevailed did 
much to relieve the hardships. Trading 
potatoes for meat, working in exchange 
for produce, loaning equipment, all tend
ed to be the order of the era. 

Purchasing supplies entailed a walk or 
drive to Neepawa or Carberry, and stories 
of these trips were fascinating. One in par
ticular supplied entertainment to the fam
ily. Mr. Barker stopped his oxen, en
route, to boil up the kettle for a cup of tea 
on a campfire. Drowsy after the meal, he 
crawled into the covered sleigh for a nap 
while the oxen proceeded. Imagine his 
surprise when he had awakened to find 
he could still see his campfire. The oxen 
had stopped for a rest when they realized 
they had no supervision. 

George Barker Jr. was among the first 
to own and operate a steam engine in the 
area, for threshing and later breaking 
land. He often experienced difficulty 
in crossing streams, of which there were 
many in this area, bridges were ejther 
non-existent or too fragile. The boys helped 
out with firing the engine and running the 
separator. With their training in black
smithing they were able to, and often did, 
construct broken parts for the machine. 

The two older boys served in the First 
World War. William, the eldest, enlisted in 
1915. He joined the Royal Air Force and 
while serving in Italy and France was dec
orated many times. In 1918, he was pres-



en ted with the Victoria Cross at Bucking
ham Palace, following an air battle over 
France in which he was severely wound
ed. Three members of the family live in 
Dauphin: Cecil, Orval and Edna (Mrs. 
George Buchannon). 

THE HASSARD F AMIL Y 

The four Hassard brothers, John, 
George, James and Frank with their moth
er, Mrs. Catherine Hassard, arrived in 
'Dauphin in 1888 and with their respective 
families settled in various parts of the 
area. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Hassard made their 
home on the Wilson River not far from Lake 
Dauphin on section 24-25-18. Their family 
included Thomas Ellis, Kate (Mrs. Henry 
Esplen), Beulah (Mrs. Dunc Kabel), Rob
ert, Sarah (Mrs. Robert Black), Ruth and 
Jack. 

Mr. and !\1rs. George A. Hassard went 
farther west to the Valley river and took 
a homestead on section 13-26-20. Their 
family comprised Alberta (Mrs. A. Play
ford), Maggie (Mrs. E. J. Neill), George 
P. and Edwin. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Hassard settled on 
6-26-19. Their two daughters, Mary (Mrs. 
A. J. Boughen) and Nina arrived with 
them, and sons Chauncy and William were 
born in Dauphin. 

Frank Hassard chose for his homestead 
a farm on the Wilson River, one mile 
south of his brother Jim's on section 32-
25-19. 

With the Hassards came Thomas, James 
and Chauncey Playford, Gilbert Jardine, 
Ed Batty, James Padfield and others. 
Thomas and James Playford were brothers 
of Mrs. John and Mrs. James Hassard. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Hassard's first log 
house featured the sod roof which pre
vailed in so many homes in this period but 
theirs had a wooden floor rather than the 
usual clay. It was when the rains came 
that havoc reigned, with water coming 
through the roof and washing the dirt 
into the interior: Mrs. Hassard used to 
put her wee girls under the table so that 
the oilcloth would shelter them. 

girls under the table so that the oilcloth 
would shelter them. 

One memorable day, when the mail had 
just arrived and been thrown hastily into 
the cradle as the storm clouds gathered, 
stands out most vividly. Mrs. Hassard's 
wash had just been hung out to dry, but 
there was no time to think of it. She quickly 
threw a sheet over the organ to protect it, 
put the girls under the table, and the 
storm broke. Rain poured down and 
brought the mud down through the sod 
roof all over the floor, as well as them
selves. They went out and stood in the 
clean rain, in preference to the mud in
doors; the wind came up and whipped the 
clothes line with its load of heavy wet 
clothes until it broke and dropped the wash 
into the mud and water on the ground. 
After the rain subsided they went back 
into the house to find the floor so flooded 
they had to bore holes in the wooden floor 
to release the water. And the mail
they never were able to read it after 
the soaking it got in the cradle. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Hassard made the 
trip from Portage to Dauphin in 1888 in a 
high democrat. It was so constructed that 
once one reached the seat of the con
veyance once could keep above the water 
line, unless of course one was thrown out 
which was known to happen. The James 
Hassards had horses for this trip so 
made better time than those with oxen. 

Their home which had been started the 
year before had one door, one window, 
nature's own floor, and was made of logs. 
Within the next year or so larger and bet
ter homes were built, eight men erected 
a house very quickly and inexpensively. 

To them the pioneer movement was a 
great adventure, moving into a new place, 
inhabited until now only by Indians. It 
was so quiet and peaceful, no trains, no. 
traffic, no radio, no car. Also, no church, 
school, road or doctor-were they very 
brave or very foolish? The road to the ( 
Shaw brothers' grist mill on the Valley 
river went right by their door and the 
little girls were afraid when Indians 
came along on their way to trade at the 
mill. 

Mrs. James Hassard passed away and 
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Mr. Hassard subsequently married a 
widow from England, Mrs. Lamb who 
was a sister of Mrs. William and Mrs. 
Harry Whitmore. She had a daughter, 
Alice Isaacs, and a son, Harry Lamb. 

Their social life included picnics and 
parties and these attracted all, young and 
old, sometimes as many as 70 would 
crowd into the Hassard home. A trip for 
supplies to the nearest railroad point 
meant a week's travel. The end of the 
trip meant a joyous welcome as if the 
traveller had taken a trip around the 
world. It meant candy, sugar and maybe 
new shoes. 

Mrs. Hassard spent one week with Mrs. 
Robert Cruise during a similar trip by 
Mr. Cruise. That was when they had two 
children, Madge and William, the latter 
being only a baby of a few months at that 
time. 

The James Hassards spent a few months 
in Skilligalee each year. One year they 
had dinner on Christmas Day with John 
Durstons and their family of William, 
John, Charlie, Albert, Harry and Angus. 

THE BOUGHEN FAMILY 

Fred Boughen with son William arriv:etf 
in the district in 1889 from Bowmanville, 
Ontario where they had lived for several 
years after arriving from London, Eng
land. Mr. Boughen and William walked 
from Neepawa to Dauphin and selected 
section 14-26-20 for the homestead site in 
the present Valley River district. Here 
they commenced construction of a home to 
house the family which would arrive later. 

In March, 1890 Mrs. Boughen with Ed
mund, Ben, Thomas, Rose and Arthur ar
rived in Neepawa and were met by 
William. They hired a man with a team 
and wagon to drive them to the homestead, 
after having acquired a little yellow pup 
whose first travelling experience was 
falling out of the front end of the wagon 
box, breaking a leg which incapacitated 
him briefly-in two weeks he was him
self again, romping about and enjoying 
pioneer life in the Valley River district. 
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On March 10 they left Neepawa and 
at the end of the third day reached the 
land of their choice, having camped at 
noon on the south bank of Edwards creek, 
directly opposite the shanty of John Ed
wards. The ride was a merry one through 
slush and snow. The warm reception re
ceived at the log home of James Hassard 
was a fitting finale. Here they remained 
until their own shanty was ready for oc
cupancy. 

Soon after they were established in their 
new home the Valley River began its 
annual ice break-up. The shanty was only 
a hundred yards from the bank and all 
night could be heard the grinding and 
smashing of heavy ice cakes and the high 
roar of the spring flood. The land was 
bisected by the river and crossing back 
and forth became a problem, ever fam
iliar in this area. 

Mr. Boughen and the two oldest boys 
went back to Neepawa and worked for 
farmers for the summer, as, until long 
after the advent of the railroad into the 
Dauphin district, it was necessary to take 
trips to Portage or Neepawa to earn 
money for a living or to get a start in 
homesteading. 

When the school was built in 1892 Arthur, 
Tom and Rose attended although it is 
recorded that Arthur worked for George 
Hassard that fall, stacking hay and earn
ing two bushels of oats a day. He also cut 
a little stack of hay with the scythe. The 
hay became necessary since the family 
purchase that year was a team of oxen 
along with a wagon, a breaking plow and 
supplies, all in Neepawa. 

Arthur recalls walking to Neepawa and 
back three times in those years. This enter
prising young fellow added the art of 
cooking to his other accomplishments in 
1896 when the railroad was pushing its 
way into Valley River. While the camp was 
situated on the Valley River siding the 
crew included about thirty men, with a 
Mr. Fisher in charge, and all must be fed. 
It was la te in the fall and cold, in the morn
ing everything in the tent kitchen was 
frozen. Large stoves soon heated the kit
ch~n and thawed out the supplies so that 
the breakfast could be made and the din
ner packed. It appears that the latter 



could be sent in tin or enamel dishes 
but enamel was preferable, something to do 
with heat transmission, no doubt. Any
way, Mr. Fisher burst into the tent one 
morning on Arthur's third day at work, 
and demanded that the men's dinners be 
sent out on enamel plates henceforth. The 
cook's answer was an ill-aimed butcher 
knife which penetrated the tent just above 
Mr. Fisher's head. One firing later Arthur 
had become chief cook. From Valley 
River he went to Dauphin and cooked in 
one of those double-decker cooking and 
sleeping cars. The crew was at that time 
building Dauphin's first roundhouse. On 
that crew were "Dad" Risteen, Danny 
Campbell, Philip James, the Walker 
brothers and others. 

One day six stalwart Indians paid a visit 
to the Boughen shanty suggesting they 
were hungry. Mrs. Boughen produced a 
big plate of pancakes and some tea which 
they consumed promptly. As the last red 
man made his exit he raised his hand, 
and indicated thanks with a "Huh!" 

In a couple of years the first house was 
replaced with a large house of hewed logs 
with a shingled roof, made available at 
Jake Cathers' saw mill at the foot of the 
Riding Mountains. The old log shanty 
with its sod roof was then discarded and 
no more were the household articles and 
food supplies in danger of becoming soaked 
by a leaky roof. Many a tasty stew evolved 
from shooting rabbits, partridges and 
prairie chickens, while the floor was half
covered with rugs made from wolf pelts. 

In 1898 William Jones, Joe Richards, Ed 
and Arthur Boughen went to Neepawa in 
a wagon with Jones' oxen and made the 
trip in the record time of three and one
half days. For the harvest season Ed hired 
out for $27 a month and Arthur at $20 a 
month. However, boots sold for $1.75 a pair 
and other commodities were priced ac
cordingly. 

Up to this point all the farming had 
been done on Fred Boughen's homestead 
and by the time Arthur was ready to farm 
the homesteads were all taken, so Art and 
brother Ed purchased a CPR quarter, S.W. 
5-26-19. They worked in partnership for two 
or three years. Then Ed went to Neepawa 
to farm and Art took over his interests 
here. 

There were 50 acres under cultivation at 
this time and Arthur· used his oxen and 
his ambition to attempt to clear the rest. 
He soon found the oxen too slow. One 
morning when they were exasperatingly 
slow, he pulled off their harnesses, turned 
them loose in the pasture and walked to 
Dauphin. R. C. Sparling was there with a 
carload of horses from Ontario. He pur
chased a team and harness forthwith, 
and proceeded to finish his seeding after 
which he broke up thirty more acres of 
new land, all with the two horses. The 
next year he bought a mare from a bunch 
of broncos brought in from the west. 

In 1907 he married Mary Ellen Hassard 
and in 1912 they bought the Harry Mac
neill farm 3-26-20 on which they built a 
two-storey brick house complete with 
water pressure system and electric lights 
powered by a gasoline engine. 

Shortly after moving to the Rigby farm 
the Boughens went in for purebred horses, 
mostly Percherons with a few of the Suf
folk Punch variety. They developed herds 
of purebred Holsteins and Aberdeen
Angus cattle, both horses and cattle en
joyed great success in the show ring. They 
were the first to have TB-tested cattle. 
The farm was taken over by Rex Boughen, 
a son. 

Other members of the Arthur Boughen 
family are James, Nina (Mrs. W. Kendy
fore), Ruby (Mrs. Fred Young), Norma 
(Mrs. James Telfer) and Herbert. 

Meanwhile, William J. Boughen, who 
came out with his father in 1889, made a 
name for himself in the founding of the 
Boughen Nurseries at Valley River. The 
Nurseries have been carried on and ex
panded by his son Russell. 

ROBERT CRUISE 

Robert Cruise was born in Lachute, Que
bec in 1869 and came west in 1892 by· rail 
to Rapid City. He and Jack Seale walked to 
Dauphin via the old Russell trail. They 
were at the Little Saskatchewan river 
when the McLaughlin family had their 
mishap and assisted in getting the family 
to safety but were unable to rescue Mr. 
McLaughlin. 
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Robert was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter 
Cruise and his grandparents migrated from 
Ireland during the potato famine. He 
married Christine McAllister of Browns
burg, Quebec in 1890 and came to Dau
phin in 1893 with his wife and daughter, 
Margaret-travelling by train as far as 
Neepawa from which point they used a 
team of horses and caravan. Enroute one 
of the horses died and a cow was hitched 
up with the remaining horse to finish the 
trip. 

Other members of the family besides 
Margaret were William, May, Robin, 
Grace, Peter, John and Doris. 

Mr. Cruise, "Bob" as he was known by 
everyone, first settled on a homestead 
seven miles southeast of Dauphin, now 
known as the Carruthers farm. Later he 
changed location to what is known today 
as the Seale farm. He sold this farm and 
moved to Dauphin in 1896, the year the 
railroad came in. He built a livery barn 
where the Coca Cola plant stands today. 
This he later sold to Robert Johnston and 
bought Bryce's store on Main Street. In 
1897 he sold the store and moved to a farm 
one mile north of town and farmed for a 
year after which he moved his family to 
Ladysmith, B.C. While at the Coast he 
drove a horse on a street car for the B.C. 
Electric, among other efforts of endeav
or. In 1900 he moved the family back to 
Dauphin and bought the farm on which the 
family still resides. Bob always had lots 
of horses around, and broke up a number 
of farms which he then resold. 

He was active in community affairs 
serving on the rural council as reeve and 
councillor. In 1911 he was elected to the 
House of Commons as member for the Dau
phin constituency and was an MP until 
1921, serving under Sir Wilfred Laurier and 
R. L. Borden. 

After his son Bill returned from over
seas, following World War I, Mr. and Mrs. 
Cruise returned to Lachute, Quebec where 
he had a trout hatchery for a few years, 
then returned to Dauphin and to farming. 

THEODORE A. BURROWS 

Theodore Arthur Burrows was born in 
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Ottawa on August 15, 1857, son of Henry 
and Sarah (Sparks) Burrows. His grand
father was Captain John Burrows first 
settler on the site of Ottawa, first ~amed 
Byetown after Colonel Bye. His mother 
was a member of one of Ottawa's oldest 
~amilies .and one of its streets-Sparks
IS named III memory of her family. 

Burrows spent his early years in Ot
tawa, coming to Winnipeg at the age of 
18, by boat to Duluth. From there he trav
elled to Moorehead by rail then down the 
Red river to Selkirk on a steamer. 

He completed his education at Manitoba 
College (later Wesley, United, and now the 
University of Winnipeg). Articling with 
the law firm of Frederick Mackenzie for 
two years he became the first law student 
on record of the city of Winnipeg. In 1879 
he turned from law to industry. 

His extensive lumbering career began by 
rafting lumber down Lake Winnipeg, the 
Red River to Selkirk. It expanded and 
grew to include Western Manitoba into 
Saskatchewan and Alberta. He acquired 
large limits which included mills in Dau
phin and Swan River, and became, more 
than any other person, responsible for the 
progress and development of the timber 
and wood business in north-western Man
itoba. Records indicate he was providing 
lumber for Dauphin pioneers before the 
days of the Shaw brothers. 

The largest lumber mill in Manitoba, 
located at Grandview, was under his jur
isdiction at one time, along with another 
at Bowsman. Thirty lumber yards were 
under his direction and care at this time. 

Mr. Burrows was appointed land com
missioner by the Canadian Northern, now 
the CNR, in 1896-which post he held until 
1904. He was instrumental in getting the 
railroad built into Dauphin. In 1889 he was 
commissioned by the Manitoba department 
of public works to superintend the building 
of a road from Dauphin south over the 
Riding Mountains. Upon the completion of 
this he directed the building of a road 
east to Neepawa. In the meantime he 
had acquired land in the Dauphin Valley. 
His farm was known as the most pros
perous and best managed in the west. 



The voters of the Dauphin provincial 
constituency indicated their confidence 
in him in 1892 when they elected him their 
representative in the Manitoba Legis
lature at the age of 35. He held the seat 
for 12 years. In 1904 he was elected mem
ber to the House of Commons where he re
mained until 1908. 

On October 25, 1899 he married Georgina 
Creasor, daughter of David A. Creasor, 
barrister at Owen Sound, Ontario. They 
had two children, Theodore A. Burrows 
and Elizabeth Kathleen (Mrs. J. S. Light
cap). 

He was a prominent Mason, the first 
Worshipful Master of Vermillion Lodge, 
Dauphin; member of the LO.O.F.; on the 
board of Wesley College. 

His achievements include:. head and 
founder of the Theodore Burrows Lumber 
Company; president of the Phoenix Lum
ber Company in Alberta; president of the 
Northern Lumber Company operating in 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan; president of 
the Ontario, Manitoba and Eastern Land 
Company; director of the Crown Mortgage 
Company. 

He was Lieutenant-Governor of Mani
toba from 1926 to 1929. 

In the town of Dauphin, Burrows Avenue 
and the Burrows block serve to commemor
ate the memory of this pioneer citizen 
and builder. Burrows school district is 
named in honor of him. In 1962 the new 
provincial bridge spanning the Vermillion 
river in town, on No. 5-10 highway, was 
named the Burrows Bridge. At the official 
opening on September 6, his daughter, 
Mrs. J. S. Lightcap, with her husband and 
Mr. Burrows' grandson, another T. A. 
Burrows, with his wife and daughter, Gail, 
attended the exercises. 

THE WARD F AMIL Y 

Charles Ward came to Dauphin in 1895 
on a harvest excursion. He visited at 
the home of Isaac Spillett, who had a home
stead where the Burrows school was built. 
Mrs. Spillett was a family relative. He 
made application for a half section of 

C.P.R. land, but did not get it as there 
was a previous application. He returned 
to Owen Sound, Ontario and the following 
spring took a carload of horses to Kam
loops, B.C. where he was killed. 

In the spring of 1897 Mrs. Ward came 
to the district with her family which in
cluded sons Chris and Alex who were the 
eldest; these two lads took up homesteads 
on 31 and 32-23-19 on the first rise of the 
Riding Mountains. Daughter Mary Oct
avie married John McDonald in Dec
ember of that year. In 1899 Janet Emily 
married Walter Pritchard and went to 
Treherne to live. 

About 1900 Chris and Alex erected a 
shingle mill about a half mile from Mrs. 
Ward's homestead and it ran for a couple 
of years. They then bought a portable 
steam threshing machine, the first in the 
district, Chris running the engine and 
Alex the separator. Help was easily ob
tained as there were harvest excursions 
from the east and new immigrants wel
comed the opportunity of earning ready 
cash. Feeding the 20 to 30 men comprising 
a threshing crew sometimes became a 
problem. In those days the grain was stook
ed and the men were required to haul these 
stooks to the stationary machine in hay 
racks. These racks were filled, hauled 
to the separator· where they were then 
emptied into the machine via pitch forks 
and strong arms. Water must be hauled 
from the river, straw pitched into the fire
box of the engine to obtain the steam 
which provided the power to run the sep
arator. 

Son William John had his homestead on 
S.E. 31-23-19. He married Annie Fisher in 
1909. About 1920 they purchased the 
Cathers property in Mayflower district 
and moved there. Bill Ward was elected 
to the House of Commons in 1922, and 
was member for Dauphin constituency 
until 1930 when he was defeated by J. L. 
Bowman. He was re-elected in 1935 and 
remained the representative until 1953. It 
was about 1922 that he gave up farming 
and moved into the town of Dauphin. 

Daughter Catherine (Kate) married 
Art Fisher in 1911 and went to live on a 
farm in Gilbert Plains. Seven years later 
they bought a farm in the Burrows district 
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and moved back-this is where Charlie 
Fisher now farms. 

May married Hugh McArthur in August 
1911 and they lived on his homestead for 
a number of years after which they moved 
to 17-24-19 nearer the Burrows school. 

Hancy was the youngest of the pioneer 
Ward family and he attended the Burrows 
school, walking the three miles each day. 
He lived at home until 1918 when he 
moved to 7-24-19 across from the Burrows 
school, land purchased from the CPR by 
the family; in 1927 he moved into Dauphin 
and started a garage business with his 
nephew, Maurice Muir, selling it five years 
later. 

DAVID BRUCE 

David Bruce was a young man when 
he came into the district· in 1892. The story 
goes that he was walking in from Neepawa 
when William Hueston, with a team of 
horses, caught up to him and offered him 
a lift. In the course of their conversation 
enroute, Hueston suggested that there 
was CPR land east of him available for 
purchase. Dave looked the land over and 
obtained S. W. 5-25-19 for $3 an acre. 

With Hueston's help he went to the saw
mill, probably Shaw's, and had lumber 
sawed with which he built a small shack 
and stable, probably the first frame build
ings in the district. He cleared all of the 
farm, one of the best around. 

ALFRED MAYNARD 

It was in June, 1892 that Alfred Maynard 
of Beeton in the county of Simcoe, Ontario 
made the decision to go West. His first stop 
was Carnduff in Manitoba but the open 
country there did not appeal to him so he 
came back east as far as Minnedosa where 
he met Harry McMunn and heard about 
Dauphin. The two men hired a team of 
horses and a buckboard and drove over 
the hills to Dauphin where they decided to 
live. Each returned east to sell all but 
settler's effects he could use-Alfred May-
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nard arrived back in Gartmon~ in a 
driving blizzard, March of 1894. 

He was a blacksmith by trade, had his 
blacksmith tools with him, and was soon 
in a thriving business. Coal and iron had to 
be freighted in by wagon and horses. 

The enterprising Mr. Maynard had 
brought with him a hive of bees, and as 
soon as the pussy willows came out in the 
spring the bees were let out and all summer 
they thrived on the abundance of wild 
flowers in the area. By fall he had three 
colonies of bees which produced 150 
pounds of honey. 

In 1895 Mr. Maynard decided to go into 
farming and filed on N.W. 6-25-19-an 
abandoned homestead with six acres clear
ed, which David Bruce was willing to re
lease for the sum of $100. Here he built a 
log home and in the spring of 1897 moved 
his family from the village of Gartmore to 
the homestead, continuing to do black
smithing along with bee-keeping as he 
cleared and farmed his land. 

Only trails, some made by Indians and 
some by settlers, comprised the roads in 
the district at this time, but incorporation 
of the municipality saw a road making 
program launched and Mr. Maynard be
came active in that. He was path master 
for clearing the scrubs and trees off the 
road allowance which today is the hard 
surfaced No. 5-10 highway west near Salt 
Creek-a far cry from the original stretch 
plagued by creek floodings. 

The Dauphin Fair interested the May
nards. Mr. Maynard was one of the early 
directors. Mrs. Maynard's excellent but
ter was a perennial prize winner a t these 
fall exhibitions. 

Alfred Maynard's son James farmed the 
south half of 6-25-19; son Wilfred had the 
home place; son Elgin settled on the west 
half of 7-25-19 which is presently oper
ated by Garnet Maynard, Elgin's son. 

THE SUTHERLAND F AMIL Y 

Mr. and Mrs. David Sutherland with 
their children came to Dauphin in 1897 



from Wingham, Ontario. Mr. Sutherland 
went into the hardware business. 

There were three hardware stores in 
the village at that time as the two pioneer 
villages of Old Dauphin and Gartmore had 
combined forces. The railroad came 
through the winter before and the busi
ness establishments from both centres 
moved into the new Dauphin. Sandy Mc
Pherson, who had owned and operated a 
tinsmith shop and hardware store in 
Old Dauphin, had opened one in the new 
town. Frank Turner moved his hardware 
store in from the old village and located on 
Main street north in the area where Snod
grass' jewellery store is now. W. J. Bigham 
had his hardware store on Main street 
where Scott's Hardware is now located. 

David Sutherland worked in the hard
ware store of Frank Turner for a while, 
then in the year 1898 he and A. H. F. 
Stelck purchased the stock of W. J. Big
ham and went into business for them
selves. The business flourished, but in 
1902 the store burned; renovations and re
building lasted until December 1903 when 
business was resumed in the building. 

The business branched out in 1900 when 
the village of Gilbert Plains was incorp
orated. Sutherland and Stelck started a 
branch store there in October of that year. 

The Sutherland family included Kate 
(Mrs. Archie Hoy), Elizabeth (Mrs. Ed. 
McTaggart, later Mrs. Alex Oliphant) and 
William. 

In a diary kept over many years, Mrs. 
Sutherland tells of stores in Dauphin in 
1897-Nicholson brothers had a general 
store, McKenzie brothers had a very good 
grocery store and Murdoch McKenzie was 
the leading butcher. 

She mentions, also, that the Methodist 
church was built at that time, but the Pres
byterian was in the process of building and 
services, in the meantime, were being con
ducted in the Orange hall. The Baptist 
and Anglican churches were constructed 
in 1899, the fire hall in 1900. 

In June 1907 Mr. and Mrs. Sutherland 
took a trip out to Vancouver, taking Lizzie 
and William with them, Kate having mar-

ried Archie Hoy. They repeated this trip 
in 1910 taking only Lizzie this time. 

In the fall of 1910 a smallpox epidemic 
invaded the town. In 1912 she reports a big 
fire in the Malcolm block. 

It was in August 1917 that Mrs. Suther
land had a dream which foretold the con
clusion of the war, then at its height. 
When she related her dreams to others 
they were inclined to pooh-pooh the idea. 
In her dream, Mrs. Sutherland saw a flock 
of wild geese flying toward her. The lead
er of the flock bowed before her and said, 
"On the 11th all will be well." The war 
stopped at 11 a.m. on the 11th day in the 
11th month of 1918. 

DR. HENRY (HARRY) MACNEILL 

Harry Macneill farmed in the Valley 
River district prior to coming into the 
town of Dauphin in 1908. His property was 
on section 3-26-20 and was the site of the 
Rigby post-office, which served the area 
until the railroad came' through, it was 
closed and a new one established at Valley 
River. The first postmaster was Peter S. 
Macneill who came to the district in 1891. 
This land was purchased by A. J. Boughen 
in 1912 and then taken over by Rex 
Boughen. 

He commenced his law practice in Dau
phin in 1908 with E. J. Bawdon, subse
quently joining the firm of Campbell, 
Simpson and Macneill. He was appointed 
district registrar of the Dauphin Land 
Titles office in 1912, which position he 
held until his retirement. 

Harry Macneill was a charter member of 
the Dauphin General Hospital board when 
it was organized in 1901. He was president 
from 1939 to 1947 and then was made hon- ~ .. 
orary life president. 

He was a member of the Dauphin School 
board for 25 years serving as chairman for 
several years. He represented the board 
on the Manitoba Trustees' association for 
several terms. While there, he was ap
pointed to several commissions to study 
'educational systems. He was instrumental 
in instituting the association, served on 
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the executive for 20 years, its president 
from 1926 to 1931, and was granted a life 
membership. 

In May 1937, the University of Manitoba 
conferred the honorary degree of Doctor 
of Laws on him in recognition of his out
standing service in the educational field. 

When the Dauphin Children's Aid soc
iety was instituted in 1916 he became a 
member and served as president for sev
eral years. He remained a member until 
it was dissolved in 1944 and taken over 
by the provincial department of welfare. 

Dr. Macneill was an active member of 
the Dauphin Agricultural society for 40 
years. He served as president of the Dau
phin Canadian club. He also took an 
active part in the work of the Dauphin 
Board of Trade. 

The Macneill school and the Macneill 
public speaking history speeches serve 
to commemorate in Dauphin the work of 
this sincere and unselfish citizen who pion
eered in the district as farmer, educator 
and organizer. 

HERBERT COULSON 

Herbert Coulson came from a family 
with a long line of bankers on his father's 
side but on his mother's were generations 
of farmers. Since he was fond of tools and 
do-it-yourself projects, his father decided 
he should become an engineer and sent 
him to Midland Railway Works at Derby 
for a six-month apprenticeship following 
which he took one year at Leeds Univer
sity to complete his engineering course. 
It was while he was employed in Man
chester as an engineer's draughtsman 
that he discovered in the public library 
the many advantages of coming to Canada 
-the advertising stated that 160 acres in 
this land were available for nothing. 

He was dissatisfied with indoor life 
and city living so he went to the Man
chester agent the next day to obtain 
further information. This promoter gave 
him all the encouragement he needed and 
suggested Dauphin as the most desir
able spot with its rich virgin soil, and even 
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went so far as to predict a future of 
great wealth and independence. With 
his mother's blessing he left and landed in 
Dauphin in April 1904. 

Dauphin at that time was but a village 
with four hotels, three hardware stores, 
three general stores and a few wooden 
sidewalks flanking the mud and slush. The 
railroad track provided the best walk
ing grounds and it was on one of these 
walks that he met Peter Gillies. 

His first employer was Peter who 
along with his brother Archie farmed in 
the Dauphin Plains district. Archie lived 
with his mother who had come from the 
Hebrides via Quebec with her family 
which included three sons and one daugh
ter, Mrs. Dan McKillop. The Dauphin 
Plains school was the focal gathering 
place and here were held the Christmas 
concerts which included music, carol 
singing and reciting which always delight
ed Mr. Coulson. 

With a salary of ten dollars a month, 
Mr. Coulson launched out on his new car
eer and learned to clear land, scrub plow, 
make hay and harvest. His first horseback 
ride took him out to the hay meadows, a 
distance of ten miles, on a hot summer 
night when th~e mosquitoes were at zen
ith, to take a message to Peter and Archie. 
In the dark he lost his way, then the 
whinny of a horse across the meadows 
sent his old pony Fred off at a gallop, 
with the green rider holding on as best 
he could. The wild ride ended luckily, 
bringing him to his destination, a shack 
where Peter and Archie were sleeping. 

That fall being very wet, threshing was 
postponed until after freeze-up so when 
the stooking was done, Mr. Coulson and 
Jimmy McKillop took their Snider rifles 
and set out to look for land, hoping to find 
a deer enroute. They crossed the Valley 
river in a boat and walked until nightfall 
when they came to the home of the Shep
pards, where they spent the night. A. 
farm next to theirs was available, a CPR 
holding which Herbert Coulson bought for 
three dollars an acre and proceeded to 
build his first house. He was able to spend 
the winter in it, while he worked for the 
farmers as they threshed their frozen 
grain. 



The spring saw a flooding of the river 
but a few acres were cleared in the summer 
for next year's seeding. He went to Bran
don in the fall for harvesting and walked 
the distance back from Carberry just to 
see his new country. This was in 1905. 
In the spring of 1906 he bought oxen and a 
set of harrows, seeded his own and 20 rent
ed acres by hand, all but four acres into 
wheat and the rest in oats. The wheat 
froze but yielded 20 bushels to the acre. 

The school was built in 1901, also serv
ing as a church. Mr. Coulson sat on the 
school board for 12 years, ten as secretary
treasurer. He was chairing a special 
meeting on one occasion for a trustee 
election, with feelings running high in 
the close contest. It looked as if the chair
man would have to cast the deciding vote, 
but he was saved by a freak accident. 
Minutes before the poll closed at noon, 
down the road came a horse-driven buggy 
at a great speed-a wheel came off the 
vehicle at the school yard gate, and the 
driver, forced to stop, had nothing better 
to do than to come into the school house 
and cast the winning vote! 

Hebert Coulson and his wife, the former 
Stella Sheppard, were both fond of music 
and poetry; Mr. Coulson sang, played 
the cello and recited; they like nothing 
better than to read and learn about the 
English, Scotch, French and Russian 
world. The home on N. W. 25-26-19 was 
a popular gathering place for neighbors. 

Mr. Coulson went into Shorthorn 
cattle, bought horses and built a barn. 
Following the First World War, when Mr. 
Cornwall went into the Guernsey breed 
of cattle, Mr. Coulson followed suit and 
built up a large herd on his Sunny Bank 
Farm. 

McDONALD F AMIL Y 

Neill McDonald was born in the Caledon 
mountains of Ontario where he received 
his education in a little log schoolhouse. 
He quit school at the age of 11 and learned 
the blacksmith trade under his father, 
Neill McDonald Sr. Following his apprent
iceship he went west and worked on a rail
road for 14 years, aiding in the construc-

tion of the Lawrence-Galveston road and 
parts of the Canadian Pacific. In con
junction with this he carried on agricult
ural pursuits on a farm near the Indian 
Territory . In 1865 he married Mary Ros
zell, and four children were born of this 
union: Cynthia (Mrs. Alexander Birss), 
Charles N., Duncan and John. 

Neill McDonald with his son Charlie 
reached the Dauphin district in 1882 after 
enduring hardship on the trail. They were 
the first settlers to come into Dauphin 
from Gladstone by following a path across 
the mountains. Chopping their way 
through as they broke trail they encount
ered many setbacks, including being mol
ested by a bear. 

Mr. McDonald obtained a tract of land 
as a squatter's right, built barns, house 
and granaries, developing the land to a 
high state of cultivation. 

Charlie McDonald was 15 years of age 
when he came to the Dauphin district with 
his father in 1882. He had received his 
education in the public schools of Bruce 
county, quit at the age of 13 and gone to 
Michigan where he worked for two years. 
Coming west he made his first settlement 
in Winnipeg where he remained for one 
year after which he came to the Dauphin 
valley and squatted on 160 acres of land, 
a portion of the present McDonald farm. 
In 1903 he added another 160 acres of 
adjoining land to his holding. Prior to 
this, in 1897, he suspended his farming 
operations for 18 months, joined the Glen 
Campbell company and went to the Klon
dike in search of gold. 

He married Charlotte Stewart of Mont
real in 1900 and they had a family of six: 
Neill Stewart, Mary Ann, Duncan, Annie 
Mae (Mrs. Wm. Hurry), Norman and Mal
colm. 

Charlie was a member of the Loyal 
Order of Orange, member and support
er of the United Grain Growers, served 
on the school board of the Gartmore school 
for many years as chairman, and contrib
uted much to agricultural development in 
the area. 
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ALBERT GRAY 

Albert E. Gray homesteaded in 1892 on 
SE 30-25-19 and lived there ten years. He 
moved to Kenville in 1902 when the migra
tion was toward the Swan River valley 
where he had the privilege of taking up 
another homestead. 

BOB COCKERTON 

Bob Cockerton took up a homestead on 
NE 20-25-19 some years before 1896 but 
moved into the town of Dauphin and went 
into the implement business. Ted Clark 
filed on the same quarter section but did 
not stay long, either. 

ALBERTNEX 

Albert Nex with his father, mother and 
sister homesteaded NW 30-25-19 where he 
lived for some time, leaving for Cali
fornia. Upon his return from that state 
he served in the Boer War and later took 
up residence in Victoria, British Columbia. 

FREDNEX 

Fred Nex homesteaded on SW 30-25-19, 
remaining there for two or three years. 
He and his brother Albert came in from 
near Winnipeg, taking five weeks for the 
journey with a yoke of oxen. In the early 
1900's he left the farm and started a news
paper in Dauphin which failed for lack 
of funds. His next venture was a general 
store in Sifton which also failed, and he 
then took a position as clerk of a munici
pality east of Winnipeg. 

ISAAC SPILLETT 

Isaac Spillett came to Dauphin in the 
spring of 1893 from Alliston, Ontario where 
he had been engaged as a brick kiln burn
er and burned lime stone; he was also a 
good carpenter. The Spilletts had a fam
ily of two girls and four boys. 
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The homestead was located on S.E. 18-
24-19, and here they built a log house, 
stripped it with small willows and plast
ered it, making a sturdy and warm con
struction. About five years later they 
moved to N.W. 7-24-19 where he engaged 
in farming and bee-keeping. The latter in
dustry occupied him until 1930 when he 
switched to a venture in mink raising; 
he later discontinued farming, renting out 
his land, and devoted all his time to the 
raising of mink. 

It was in the fall of 1903, just after a 
heavy fall of snow (16 inches) in Septem
ber, that Mr. Spillett had a dramatic en
counter with a bear. Short of stature but 
an ardent hunter, he took off that morn
ing in hope of finding bear tracks in the 
new snow. He did, and followed them, 
under bent trees loaded with snow, re
ducing his visibility considerably; sud
denly he became aware of something dark 
in the path ahead of him and looking up 
was face to face with the bear. Mr. Spil
lett had to back up to raise his rifle and 
shoot, and only the fact that the bear fell 
backwards saved the day. 

FRANK KILTY 

Frank Kilty was born in Clinton, Ont
ario, went to school there and obtained a 
teacher's certificate. He came west to 
Winnipeg in 1882, the spring that the Red 
River overflowed its banks and caused so 
much damage. He taught school for ten 
years there at a salary of $40 per month. 
It did not take him long to realize that he 
could never save the price of a home on this 
salary, so he decided to go in search of a 
homestead. 

In Brandon he met Fish Johnston, who 
had just come in with a sleigh load of 
white fish. He praised the Lake Dauphin 
district for homesteading. He, Mr. Kilty 
then went on to Neepawa, learned the 
mailman was just leaving for Dauphin on 
his bi-weekly trip and obtained permis
sion to accompany him. With them were 
John Mahoney and M. Young, a missionary 
to Gilbert Plains. It was spring in Neep
awa and wheels were in use. However, 
they were only half way to the Dauphin 
area when snow was encountered, nec-



essitating a change to sleighs which had 
to be borrowed. 

They arrived in Old Dauphin, settlement 
one mile north of the present site of Dau
phin town on May 1, 1893. Captain McIn
tosh had a general store and the post-office 
there, Sandy McPherson a blacksmith 
shop, the Wishart girls a boarding house, 
Albert Payne a bakeshop, Robt. Gunne 
was land agent, Jim Buchannon kept open 
house for the homeless, Mr. Smith from 
his farm was magistrate, Mr. Stinson 
constable, and George Barker was bailiff. 
Jake Cathers built a saw mill in 1894 and 
also had a threshing machine with which 
he threshed the settlers' crops taking grain 
in lieu of cash for wages. Joe Clark built 
a hotel at this time and Mr. Jarvis was 
Presbyterian minister in the church on 
the other side of the river. 

Two miles south of the present town of 
Dauphin was another settlement where 
there were two stores, one operated by 
Mr. Adams, the other by the Ross broth
ers. The post-office was called Gartmore. 

Most of the good homesteads were gone 
by 1893, but every odd-numbered section 
was owned by the C.P.R. Frank Kilty and 
John Mahoney borrowed two horses from 
Jim Buchannon and went in search of 
homesteads in the Melton district. Unsuc
cessful, they returned home only to find 
the Wilson river had overflowed its banks, 
so they spent the night with Archie Gillies. 
The next day the water was still six feet 
deep at the approach to the bridge, and 
they had to swim the horses across the 
river. In a week the flood was over and 
the farmers planted their crop, some 10 
acres. some 30. 

Frank Kilty secured his homestead eight 
miles east of Dauphin, N.W. 6-25-18. 
bought a yoke of oxen. built log buildings, 
broke 40 acres and fenced 90--and found 
himself short of cash. He reverted to his 
early profession and taught the Wilson 
River school where the following were in 
attendance at the time: Lorne, James and 
Donald McKillop; Alice Isaacs; Mary, 
Nina, Bertie and Beulah Hassard; Arthur, 
Thomas and Rosie Boughen; Samuel. 
Angus and David McLean; Lawrence Mc
Donald; Lottie, Bert and Percy Hayes. 

Mr. Kilty sold his homestead in the Bay 
Centre district and squatted on S.W. 21-
25-19 and purchased it when it came on 
the market. The Thomas brothers bought 
his old homestead. 

The railroad came to Dauphin in the fall 
of 1896 and the station was located on 
half a section owned by George Barker 
and son George. Lots were sold for $250 
per. The villagers of Old Dauphin and 
Gartmore moved their shops to the new 
location, merchants, lawyers and trades
men came in from outside points; the 
Bank of Ottawa (now Nova Scotia) opened 
up with G. L. Irwin the first manager. 

Frank Kilty married Lillie Bond in 1897, 
broke up his new farm, sold it, bought the 
east half of 35-25-20 in 1905 from the More 
brothers, and retired in 1926 to the west 
coast. 

JOSEPH P. CLARKE 

In the year 1893 Joseph Clarke sold his 
farm in Everett, Ontario and, with his 
wife and children, moved to Old Dauphin 
which was located three miles north-west 
of the present town of Dauphin. The jour
ney from Neepawa to Dauphin was made 
by covered wagon as there was no rail
road as yet. 

Mr. Clarke's first venture in Old Dauphin 
was construction of a boarding house 
which was in operation for three years and 
later moved to the present site of the 
King's Hotel. He operated it himself for a 
few years and then rented it to Mr. Mc
Kinnon. In the meantime the property 
where the Thorndale apartments are sit
uated was purchased and Mr. Clark built 
the large, turretted house which was later 
converted into apartments. 

The first boarding house burned down 
and another building was erected in its 
place with an auditorium and stage for 
plays and musicals, and with stores be
low. This was in 1901 and that year the 
Memorial service to Queen Victoria was 
held in this auditorium. In 1902 the build
ing was turned into a hotel and named the 
King's Hotel, to commemorate the Clarke's 
wedding anniversary which fell on King 
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Edward VII's birthday November 10. This 
hotel was sold to Mr. Buie, Art Buie's 
father, and since that has changed hands 
several times, as well as being modern
ized and enlarged by the Ewanchyshyns. 
in the 1950's. 

The Clarke Block was built by Joseph 
Clarke in 1917 on the corner of Main street 
and Second avenue NE, on property occup
ied by the Leland Hotel until it was torn 
down. The Clarke Block is now owned 
by the Bank of Montreal. 

BEATTIE F AMIL Y 

John Beattie with his wife and two sons 
came to Dauphin in April 1896 from Neep
awa. Mr. Beattie worked for Herb Chute 
that summer and lived in the old log house 
known as the Barker house. Mr. Chute had 
the Barker farm rented that year and the 
land, which is now the heart of the town 
of Dauphin, yielded a wheat crop of 35 
bushels to the acre. 

After harvest, the Beattie family moved 
up to the Valley river where the McQuay 
farm is today. T!1ere was an old stone 
grist mill there at the time, owned by the 

IT HAPPENED IN CANADA 

Joseph G. Chard and Family, Thatched 
Roof House -1897 

Shaw brothers, and Mr. Beattie ran 
that the first winter. In the spring of 1897 
he bought N.E. 35-25-19 from the CPR for 
three dollars an acre. It was on the Wilson 
river just west of the Harry McNaughton 
farm. The family moved to their new 
home in 1898. 

The family included four sons, Murrell, 
Elmer, Frank and Lyall, and they grew 
up on this farm. In 1917 the farm was sold 
to Andrew Crozier, and the Beattie family 
moved to Primate in Saskatchewan. 

PILGRIM FAMILY 

"I'm lousy, Aunt Maggy, I'm lousy", 
were the words with which Harry Pil
grim greeted his aunt when he arrived in 
front of her sod-roofed shanty at Gartmore, 
in 1892. He had spent some time in Port
age la Prairie on a harvesting crew so did 
indeed suffer from the disease known 
as pediculosis. 

A young man of 18, Harry Pilgrim left 
office life in London, England, travelled 
by steam boat, stopped at Grosse Island 
for two days in quarantine for suspicion 
of cholera and arrived in Montreal on 
September 6, 1892. He went on to Winnipeg 
looking for work and finally obtained 
harvest work at Portage. 

His great-uncle, Joseph Pilgrim at 
Gartmore, with his wife Maggie, were 
pioneering at the time and enduring all 
the hardships involved. Joseph was not 
strong enough for farming, but Maggie 
had mid-wife training in Scotland and 
assisted Dr. Beauchamp in his duties. 
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Harry was eager to obtain land of his 
own, so with Malcom Cameron, his cousin's 
husband, he made his way 12 miles west of 
where the railway was expected, now 
the town of Dauphin, and stopped at the 
Wilson River. Enchanted with the view, 
the river and its valley afforded he 
claimed this land for his own. He built his 
first sod shanty on the north-west corner 
overlooking the river-the river which was 
to prove both a pleasure and a plague. 
Its steep banks made road building an ex
pensive undertaking, circuitous routes 
were necessary-but Harry was always 
optimistic, maintaining that a provincial 
highway would in time come by his farm. 
(It did, in 1928.) 

Harry and his wife Hilda travelled for 
supplies to Dauphin behind Sam, a wall
eyed, spirited sorrel whose antics could 
often cause spills, either from buggy or 
cutter without discrimination. His first 
major purchase was a roan mare, Old Doll, 
who lived until an age of 30, pinch-hitting 
on occasion with an ox to provide a team 
for breaking the land. 

In 1900 the railroad went through to Gil
bert Plains and the village of Ashville 
supplied a post office, elevator and store; 
the Pilgrims had only two miles to drive 
for requirements and life became easier. 

ALVAH SPENCER 

Alvah Spencer came to Portage la 
Prairie in 1892 and the next year pro
ceeded to Dauphin in search of land. He 
bought the south half of 25-25-20 which was 
CPR land, and built a small frame house 
and barn on the southeast quarter. That 
wiqter he worked at the lumber mill in 
the Riding Mountains, and in the spring 
he and his neighbor, Albert Gray, hauled 
tamarac posts from a swamp near Ethel
bert. 

That spring he broke 52 acres and Billy 
Williams threshed his crop in the fall. In 
January 1899 he married Margaret Ander
son of Portage and formerly of Ontario. 
The year 1900 was a wet one and they had 
trouble getting their crop off. 

The years 1902 and 1903 saw roads sur-

124 

veyed near his farm. About then he bought 
the north-east quarter of that section 
from J. J. Gourlay. 

Mr. Spencer was always interested in 
community affairs, served on the board of 
the Dauphin consolidated school district; 
was a member of the United Grain Grow
ers, was instrumental in getting an ele
vator at Kilty siding; was a member of 
the Dauphin Agricultural society, exhib
iting Clydesdale horses and Shorthorn 
cattle at the fair; and sat on the rural 
municipal council for many years. His 
son George took over the farm operation 
in 1945. 

There were six children: Edythe (Mrs. 
Gordon Campbell). Marg (Mrs. Robert 
McNaughton), Mabel (Mrs. Fred Warner), 
Agnes (Mrs. Melvin Shannon), Elsie (Mrs. 
Ted Small), and George. 

MATTHEW LEE 

Matthew Lee with his wife and three 
children came to Dauphin' from Newdale in 
1890. He took up a homestead on S.W. 34-
24-19. Provisions were obtained by driving 
over the mountains to Brandon in those 
early days. Threshing and crushing were 
done by horse power or, failing that, oxen 
power. The children attended Gartmore 
school. 

STRANG F AMIL Y 

Gavin Strang was born at Bosfield, Kil
bride, Scotland in 1857, and in 1881 left his 
native land to try his fortune in Canada. 
He arrived in Winnipeg by way of Mont
real and continued on to Portage la Prairie 
which at that time was the end of the rail
road. 

In Portage he and a few British im
migrants (among them a sailor) purchased 
oxen, wagons and supplies and headed 
west over the Red River trail by way of 
Minnedosa. When the party was ready to 
leave Portage, the sailor was on top of the 
load and said, "If some of you gentlemen 
will give the word of command, I will 
start." Someone swatted one of the oxen, 



the frightened team turned off short and 
upset the whole load. 

After reloading they proceeded but the 
weather was so warm the oxen stopped 
at every slough to wade in and cool off, 
getting stuck in the process. Finally the 
sailor gave up in disgust, sold his share 
of the oxen and supplies, and headed back 
to Portage. 

Travelling west as far as what is now 
Regina the party turned north and drove 
for 80 miles to a place called Round 
Plains where they filed on homesteads. 
Here they met the Fees who had come 
west from Hensal in the Huron county 
of Ontario. Gavin Strang married Martha 
Fee, who was keeping house for her bro
ther Walter. Their wedding in 1884, per
formed by Rev. Gilbert Cook, a mission
ary on the Gordon Island Indian reserve 
eight miles south of Punnichy, was the 
first wedding ceremony among the white 
population of the area. 

In 1885 the Northwest Rebellion broke 
out and several of the men enlisted while 
the remainder stayed to guard the wo
men and children. The North-West 
Mounted Police, called the Redcoats, pol
iced the country on horseback, which 
provided comfort to the settlers, and com
manded respect from the Indians. 

Farming methods were primitive, seed
ing by hand and harrowing with the wheel 
of a Red River cart. Frost took its toll of 
the crops often and the settlers turned to 
ranching as an alternative. 

Mr. Strang was instrumental in build
ing a church and a school in this area 
before leaving for Dauphin. The Round 
Plains church had field stone walls two 
feet thick and was constructed via a 
"moonlight lantern bee"-each builder 
bringing a lantern as all work was done 
in the evenings by volunteer help. The 
church was dedicated in 1888. Mrs. Strang 
supplied the music for the church services 
on a melodeon which her father sent her 
from Ontario. This instrument is now in 
the home of William Strang and is still 
in good condition. 

Round Plains school district No. 32 was 
opened in 1885 and the elder Strang child-

ren attended. Ed Fee, brother of Mrs. 
Strang, was the teacher. Prior to this 
school had been held in private homes. 

Several years of drought discouraged the 
settlers and many decided to move on, 
among them Gavin Strang and his closest 
neighbor Robert Wishart. The two drove 
250 miles in an easterly direction until 
they arrived at the luxuriant growth evi
dent in the Dauphin Valley. 

It took the family six weeks to make the 
move in April and May of 1895. An accident 
along the trail accounted for the long 
trip. One night, near what is now Yorkton, 
the horses became frightened, broke 
loose and ran away. Mr. Strang and the 
hired man followed them on foot but did 
not catch them until they reached Round 
Plains, a distance of nearly 150 miles. 
Needless to say, Mrs. Strang had many 
anxious moments while she and the seven 
children were camped beside the trail for 
two weeks; baking bread under most prim
itive conditions kept the food supply re
plenished. 

The Strangs leased the Tom Playford 
farm and lived there until buildings were 
erected on the half section of land which 
they purchased from the CPR, 17-25-19. 
They were again close neighbors of the 
Wisharts. 

When the children witnessed the arrival 
of the first train into Dauphin the next 
year they were sure they had the last 
word in modern conveniences, especially 
when the business establishments from 
both Old Dauphin and Gartmore joined 
forces in the new village of Dauphin. 

There were seven children in the family 
when they moved to Dauphin: Katherine, 
Isabella, Margaret, Jennie, William, 
Sarah and Edward. Gavin, John and 
Muriel were born here. The Vermillion 
school was built on the land adjacent to 
the Strangs and the children obtained their 
public school education there. The first 
teachers were Frank Kilty, Miss Campbell
who was James Campbell's sister, and 
Miss Murgatroyd who became Mrs. J. B. 
McIntyre. 

In the year 1917 the Strangs purchased 
the R. D. Gibson farm which they con
tinue to farm. 
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R. D. GIBSON 

R. D. Gibson arrived in the Dauphin 
area in 1886 from Galt, Ontario, having 
spent four years farming in Virden and 
Neepawa. His first farm was half a sec
tion of land, 15-25-19, just north of the pre
sent town of Dauphin, directly south of 
Old Dauphin, so that the old trail passed 
their door. When the residents of Old Town 
transferred to the town of Dauphin the 
buildings were moved across the Gibson 
land-these included the store buildings 
of Captain McIntosh and the Ross bro
thers who had flourishing businesses. 

Neighbors of the Gibsons were Bob 
Fergusons to the east and Robert Wisharts 
to the west. 

ISAAC ASHE 

The neighboring village of Ashville is 
named after the Isaac Ashe family who ar
rived in Dauphin in 1894 and settled bet
ween Dauphin and Gilbert Plains. Isaac 
Ashe Jr. settled on 24-17-32 in 1897. 

Up until 1900 when the railroad went 
through Ashville the family obtained their 
groceries and supplies from Dauphin. This 
necessitated crossing the Wilson river 
which at that time boasted few bridges, 
and fording was a necessary art. In the 
spring it was a common sight to see 
the groceries piled up on the seat of the 
wagon and the occupant seated on top of 
the groceries. Since the bottom of the 
river was stony, it was difficult to main
tain a balance and travelling was pre
carious, to say the least. 

Prior to the arrival of the railroad when 
the Ashville village became established, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hicks kept the post-office 
which was then known as the Woolson 
post office. Other members of the settle
ment were Mr. and Mrs. Stuart and fam
ily, Mr. and Mrs. Rice, Mr. and Mrs. 
Leigh, the George Rogers family along 
with the two Ashe families. 

The new village of Ashville in 1900 com
prised an elevator, a store and a post
office. The first store was owned by Mr. 
Tomlin, then sold to Miss Young who mar-
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ried Gordon Wyness, then to Fred Kemp. 

The district abounded with wild animals 
and the pioneer sportsmen had a hey
day. Deer, elk, bears and wildcats roamed 
the area and added their own brand of 
excitement to berry-picking. Bears were 
particularly bold, entering homes in the 
absence of owners and upsetting the furn
iture, or instigating fights with dogs in 
the neighborhood. 

WALTER J. WICKES 

Walter J. Wickes first came to the Dau
phin district in 1887 for the purpose of 
cutting hay in the Dauphin meadows for 
the cattle of the Strathclair area. A severe 
drought in that district south of the Riding 
Mountains had dried up the hay lands and 
caused distress to the inhabitants. 

Two years later, this time on foot, with 
a pack on his back he returned to file 
claim for a homestead and chose the land 
on which the Spruce Creek hall now stands. 
In his pack were a rifle and shells, a 
blanket, matches, tea, and some more 
necessities including a flask of Jamaica 
rum to be used for medicinal purposes. He 
camped out, eating fish or small game, 
supplemented by bannock occasionally, 
and tea. 

On the land he chose was heavy timber 
which he cut and hewed into building logs 
to build an eight or ten foot square hut. 
The roof was sod, the walls were punc
tuated with two openings, one a window, 
the other a door. A similar structure was 
built to provide a shelter for the oxen he 
planned to buy. However, in the survey, 
conducted afterwards, it became evident 
that the road allowance came between 
the two buildings so the ox-pen had to be 
moved. 

Mr. Wickes' first neighbors were the 
Whitemans, the Halls, the A. J. Hender
sons, the McLaughlins, Nicholsons and 
Porterfields. Each helped the other to 
move possessions and families and bring 
in supplies by ox team from across the 
mountains. 

Some of them hauled fish from the Wat-



erhen by ox team, all the way from north 
of Winnipegosis to Rapid City and Strath
clair. They started from the south with 
loads of hay, dropping off some at inter
vals at camping spots to provide food for 
the oxen on the homeward way. The trip 
took a week each way, and the men slept 
out under the stars and cooked their meals 
over a camp fire. 

These meals were modest, consisting 
mainly of boiled beans, fried fat salt 
pork, porridge, bread and syrup. Mr. 
Wickes often kept dried prunes, raisins, 
licorice or horehound candy in his pocket 
to relieve his hunger when the going was 
particularly tough. 

Mr. Wickes' father left Coventry, Eng
land in 1889, at the age of 62, to join his 
son. Reaching Rapid City in the spring he 
started out on foot for the Dauphin Val
ley, not realizing that there might be 
rivers to cross, that there were no bridges 
in this new country, that fording rivers 
was a necessary occupational hazard that 
faced the new settlers. When he came 
to the fast flowing river he was in a 
quandry-he didn't want to retrace his 
steps so many miles and yet he was afraid 
to attempt the crossing. He compromised 
by staying around to see if the waters 
would subside. He was wet from tramping 
through puddles all day so took off his 
trousers before bedding down for the night. 
Imagine his consternation in the morning 
to find his trousers frozen stiff so that 
he had to build a fire in order to thaw 
them out to a state where he could again 
don them. Later an Indian came along and, 
although neither could understand the 
other's language, they were able to com
municate to the piont where the red man 
swam the white man safely across the 
river. 

The next year Mrs. Wickes Sr. arrived 
with their seven children, and although 
she was at that time in her late forties she 
proceeded to make a name for herself as 
a nurse-working with pioneer Doctors 
Beauchamp, J. R. Gunne and D. M. Line
ham. 

CHUTE F AMIL Y 

Vienna, Ontario where Mr. Chute was en
gaged in the blacksmith business, until 
for reasons of health he decided to go 
into farming and moved to South Dakota. 
After ten years of drought in that area, 
the discouraged couple moved on to Sheho 
in Saskatchewan where they rented a 
farm-driving to Yorkton, a distance of 
one hundred miles for groceries and sup
plies. They assisted in the beginning of 
the school system in the area. Disaster 
struck again, and they lost home and con
tents by fire. 

In 1892 Mr. Chute went to Neepawa to 
earn some money for the family, and 
joined up with Jake Cathers on a thresh
ing crew. With Mr. Chute as engineer, 
Mr. Cathers took the machine over the 
mountains to Dauphin where they thresh
ed the 1892 crop. After two years of 
threshing in the Dauphin area, Mr. Chute 
decided this was the land for him and his 
family, and went to Sheho for Mrs. Chute 
and the children. 

On Christmas eve, 1894, Mr. and Mrs. 
Chute and family arrived in a covered van 
complete with stove, sleeping and eating 
facilities, having travelled the 200 miles 
from Sheho in the dead of winter, in eight 
days. Two other sleds were in the en
tourage and these contained their house
hold effects and the safari concluded 
with a few cows. In 1895 Mr. Chute rent
ed the Barker farm and harvested the last 
crop on the site which is now the town of 
Dauphin. The railroad was then in the pro
cess of construction, and the surveyors 
made a plan of survey among the stooks 
that fall. 

Mr. Chute then bought his own farm 
five miles north-west of Dauphin and 
proceeded to clear the land and build a 
frame house after spending the winter in 
a log cabin. Much of the clearing was 
done with horses and logging chains, and 
later by steam engines pulling the 
trees out by the roots. The building of 
roads proved a problem as the soil be
came real gumbo in the rainy seasons. 
Many times travellers were taken in for 
food and shelter because their horses 
and wagons were mired. 

Mr. Chute was elected as councillor for 
Mr. and Mrs. Herb Chute came from ward three on the first rural council of 
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the municipality. Road building was his 
one special interest and with his know
ledge of blacksmithing, and having his 
own shop, he built road drags from rail
way ties. These proved effective and he 
received awards for the best roads in 
the municipality. 

The Vermillion school, built in 1901, was 
situated two and one-half miles south of 
the Chute home, and the younger chldren 
drove horse and cutter in the winter, cart 
in the summer, to and from school. Spring 
brought problems when the rivers rose 
and flooded the flats, the horses had to 
swim for distances, the floor of the buggy 
filled with water and feet must be held up 
high to keep dry. Salt creek had to be 
forded since no bri~ge was existent 
at this time. All this pioneers took in their 
stride and disaster seldom occurred. 

Mr. Chute's farm featured animals
work horses, light horses and race horses, 
cows, pigs, sheep and poultry-and the 
Dauphin Fair saw entries from the Chutes 
in several sections. The best heavy horses 
were curried, combed and dressed up in 
fancy harness; pigs, calves and poultry 
were carefully selected for competition; 
horse racing was entered, prizes won. 

Fair Day was a family event for fun to
gether; the day started early, the entire 
family with their exhibits climbing into 
democrat, buggy and wagon for the trip 
to town. Among the exhibits were the in
gredients for a picnic dinner of roast 
chicken, potato salad and saskatoon pre
serves. While the younger members of 
the family enjoyed the midway, the older 
ones followed the judging in anticipation 
of winning some of the coveted prizes; 
horse racing occupied some of the hours. 

Eaton's of Winnipeg became the main 
supplier for the Chute family's needs. 
Twice a year, larger orders were mailed 
in and arrived by railroad freight-just 
before Christmas there was clothing, 
Christmas presents, food such as canned 
peas, tomatoes, corn, jam, fancy biscuits, 
cheese, raISInS, currants and prunes; 
in the spring there was the second order 
of supplies for summer use. Each fall 
about eight barrels of apples would be 
stored in the basement for apple sauce,. 
pies and eating. 
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The Chutes farmed on a large scale, 
and even after a disaster such as the loss 
of eight horses and the barn by fire 
during spring seeding, operations con
tinued immediately when more horses be
came available. Fifteen men comprised 
the land-clearing crew in the summer and 
as many as twenty-five were required for 
threshing time when two threshing out
fits were manned. An extra man was hir
ed for the chores while his wife supplied 
assistance in the house. All these extra 
hands necessitated large quantities of 
food-15 pies and a 25-pound beef roast 
provided a normal meal. Beef rings 
among the neighbors were the order of 
the day to ensure fresh meat for summer 
use without refrigeration facilities. 

Large gardens provided the bulk of 
the food for the family, and this meant 
canning much of the produce-two-quart 
sealers of cranberries. saskatoons, wild 
strawberries, raspberries, peaches, plums, 
pears, vegetables and pickles filled the 
shelves of the storage room in the base
ment. 

The Chute family consisted of six sons 
and two daughters, all schooled in the in
stitution of hard work where they learned 
self-reliance. The work was hard but life 
was pleasant in the community, as there 
also seemed time for visiting, talk and 
laughter. 

MALCOLM FAMILY 

Andrew Malcolm was a cheesemaker 
in Minnedosa with 40 cows to feed when 
the great drought hit that area in 1889. 
To him an abundant supply of good pas
ture and hay was imperative, not simply 
to assure the well-being of his livestock 
or their survival, but to provide the means 
of livelihood for his family of seven 
children. Because the Dauphin area was 
being lauded by men who had seen it, he 
became convinced that this location was 
ideal for his purpose. 

His first step was to file claim for a 
homestead at the land office. The next 
step was to lead a hay-making crew over 
the Strathclair trail into the Dauphin Val
ley. In the Skilligallee area near the 



Andrew Malcolm's Sod-roofed House 

mountains they built a log shack and 
some stables. and put up nearly one hund
red tons of precious hay. The homestead 
of son John was located some 14 miles 
southeast of the town of Dauphin in the 
Banks district. 

Since the fall promised to be open for a 
long period. Mr. Malcolm decided to start 
his move. First to leave were the cattle. 
of course. The group was led by son John 
on a load of hay. followed by son Tom with 
a wagon full of settlers' effects-then the 
bewildered cattle. herded by old dog 
Jip. and kept moving by son Bob. Last in 
line was the buck-board with Mr. Malcolm 
and John Carlson. the Big Swede who was 
to guide the party over the new Cameron 
trail which led directly over the mountain 
from south to north. 

The third day out John Carlson had to 
admit they were hopelessly lost in a blind
ing blizzard. After camping for the night 
beside an old trail (leading only to a wood
cutters' camp) they arose the next morn
ing to find that all but five of the cattle 
had wandered off. Just as an added 
complication. Jip gave birth to five pup
pies that night under a wagon. four of 
which perished in the cold. the remaining 
one with her mother was given shelter 
from the storm on top of one of the loads. 
The pup was dubbed Whirlpool Creek 
where he was born. 

After a grave conference. the men de-

cided they had no choice but to leave the 
lost cattle and retrace their footsteps 
to New Sweden. In spite of the raging 
storm they did succeed in reaching that 
destination by midnight. only to discover 
that Mr. Malcolm had frozen his feet. They 
took him to Minnedosa where Docto'r 
Roach ordered him to the Winnipeg Gen
eral Hospital; he remained there until 
spring while his partially amputated feet 
slowly healed. 

A few days after this disastrous trip 
Archie Dickie of Clanwilliam together 
with the Malcolm boys located the lost 
cattle. herded them through the bush in a 
north-westerly direction until they found 
the Cameron trail and completed the 
journey to Dauphin. 

It was now the family's turn and two 
sleighs were required. one for housekeep
ing articles. grain and crates of chickens. 
the other for Mrs. Malcolm. the four young
est children. the cat. everyone's personal 
effects. bedding and miscellaneous. They 
reached Archie Dickie's that night. and 
stayed. to find in the morning that the old 
gray mare had colic. This meant a day's 
hold up while Tom rode back to Minnedosa 
to obtain a colic cure. This proved effect
ive and the next morning saw them off on 
what proved to be a good day's traveL 
and they camped that night under the 
shelter of some spruce trees. 

At dusk a dark shape emerged from the 
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shadow of the trail and Tom raised his 
rifle to shoot. Mrs. Malcolm refrained him 
and they discovered the dark object was 
Rev. Benjamin Fawcett on his way to 
Dauphin to homestead and to do some mis
sionary work. He continued on with the 
Malcolms for the rest of the trip. in spite 
of what happened later that evening. After 
an evening of sing-song Bob offered to 
make some ginger tea. The first cup went 
to the honored guest who drank it down 
and was ready for more. Tom, however. 
sniffed his and enquired as to its ingred
ients. An investigation revealed the in
gredients included the old gray mare's 
colic powder rather than ginger powder. 
but no one felt the worse for drinking it. 

One more incident marked the pioneer 
trek of the Malcolms into the Dauphin Val
ley. The next day the lead team of horses 
stopped abruptly when a large mound of 
snow obstructed the trail. This turned out 
to be the body of a frozen ox completely 
covered with snow. Removing it with some 
difficulty, as it was heavy, they proceeded 
a few yards, only to discover another 
frozen ox in the middle of the road ... then 
two more ... and finally a covered sleigh, 
containing only harness and an empty 
grub box. They later learned that John 
Durston and his son Billy had started out 
to bring his family from Portage with two 
yoke of oxen. The oxen's legs were too 
short to carry their heavy bodies through 
the snow, so when the feed ran out they 
had died from hunger and the bludgeoning 
of the weather. Mr. DUI'ston and his son 
had gone on ahead by foot and reached the 
settlement. 

The fifth night the Malcolms reached 
Cameron's shanty on the Cameron trail 
where the government had built a large, 
sprawling, log structure to serve as a 
temporary shelter. Here they spent their 
last night on the trail-the next saw them 
in Skilligalee on the homestead where John 
had waited for them, while he batched 
and tended the cattle. 

The step from a ten room house with 
carpets on its floors and lace curtains at 
its windows to the log shack with the dirt 
floor, and the two double-deck beds for 
furniture was a gigantic one but members 
of the family were inspired by their moth
er's example to adjust to the new circum-
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stances. Theirs is a history of the cour
age and vision which makes this historv 
of Dauphin possible. . 

JAMES A. C.HIPBELL 

James A. Campbell and his wife with 
three small children, Annie Bell. Eliza
beth Mildred and William Edward ar
rived in Winnipeg in 1873. They came up 
the Red river in a flat-bottom boat from 
Duluth and were met by Dan McDonald 
who took them to Prairie la Portage when 
they settled in the Prospect district. The 
latter part of their journey was made by 
Red River carts propelled by oxen. 

The Campbell family included James, 
Jessie Lena and Lorne Alexander by 
the time they moved on further west. Their 
next stop was at Tanner's Crossing or 
Minnedosa as it is now known. They lived 
in the Glendale municipality about 12 
miles south-east of Minnedosa until 1888. 

That fall, after receiving glowing re
ports from their friends about the Dauphin 
area, they hitched up a small pair of 
horses to the covered wagon and headed 
north, first taking the precaution of pro
curing a list of the available homestead 
lands from the land office at Minnedosa. 
There was no such office north of the Rid
ing Mountains at that time. 

Miss Mary Barker, who later became 
Mrs. Robert Ferguson, and whose rela
tives were in the district, accompanied 
them. The prairie trail led to Elphinstone, 
then by way of Lake Audy over the Riding 
Mountains to the Dauphin Valley. 

Having made their choice they returned 
by way of Strathclair where they decided 
to spend the night. Shortly after, another 
team of horses hitched to a democrat with 
four men in it pulled in and set up their 
tent. Fearing that they might be land 
hunters as well, Mr. Campbell thought it 
wise to get to the land office ahead of 
them. Rising at midnight, they proceeded 
to Minnedosa. reaching the office before 
it opened in the morning. On Novem
ber 9, 1888 he made official application 
for N.E. 28-25-19 which was to remain in 



the family for th,ee generations- James 
and son Justin, the latter sold it to 
Lawrence Chute. 

It turned out that the men in the demo
crat were from Portage and included Hugh 
Fulton whose choice had also been the 
N.E. 28. He succeeded in securing another 
piece of land equally as good, a few miles 
down the river. 

Annie Campbell married Josiah J. Man
ly of the Glendale district in Minnedosa 
and they farmed there for some time. Af
ter the railroad came through they moved 
to Dauphin where he had a harness shop 
for some years. 

Millie Campbell qualified as a teacher 
and taught in the Lorndale, Gordon and 
Auspry schools before -coming to Dau
phin, some years ahead of the railroad. 
She taught near Grandview for a time, 
then at Old Dauphin school near Salt 
Creek and at Wilson River in 1898. She 
boarded at home and rode horseback to 
schoo!, using riding skirts and a side
saddle. She married Rev. J. D. Manly and 
his work took them to many places in 
Canada and the United States. 

Jessie Campbell taught school for many 
years, then devoted her time to her mo
ther, doing sketching and painting as 
hobbies. Will Campbell married Mary 
Matthews in 1896 and they, subsequently 
moved to Brandon. Lome Campbell en
listed in the army during the First World 
War and was killed in action at Ypres in 
1914. 

James Campbell married Elizabeth 
Maud Dixon of Walkerville. Ontario. a 
sister of Mrs. D. J. Whitney. whose fam
ily came from the east a~d bought the 
quarter section across the river from 
them. Their son Justin married Irene 
Windsor of Winnipeg: and their daughter 
is Mrs. Herb Campbell. 

Observing the Sabbath day was a ser
ious commandment. Jimmy Campbell. en
route for a load of hay one Monday morn
ing to the Stoney Point region. met his 
Uncle Angus. all dressed up obviously on 
his way to church. Highly indignant at 
sight of the load of hay, Uncle Angus 
spoke to Jimmy in no uncertain terms 

wondering if there were not enough days in 
the week for work-hauling hay on Sunday 
was most unnecessary when there were 
six days in the week available. It was 
minutes before Jimmy could get a word in 
edgewise and interject that he had been 
to church the day before, when Uncle 
Angus was hauling hay! 

1912 Vintage Ford stuck on Strathclair 
trail 

McKILLOP AND GILLIES FAMILIES 

Dan McKillop and his two brothers-in
law, Peter and Archie Gillies, left their 
homes in Quebec in 1383 in answer to the 
call of the west. They packed their grips 
with a year's supply of homespun cloth
ing, each bought a revolver known as 
the "tramp's terror", and off they went 
by train to Regina, known then as "Pile of 
Bones". Here they purchased a team of 
oxen, wagon, camping outfit with provis
ions, and started north across the Qu'Ap
pelle valley to a distance of 50 miles from 
Regina and 35 miles from Batoche, which 
two years later became famous for its 
part in the Louis Riel rebellion. 

Filing for homesteads. they purchased 
more cattle and equipment for farming, 
hauling lumber from Regina, and pro
ceeded to build homes in preparation for 
the arrival of their families the next 
year. In 1884 Mrs. Dan McKillop with four 
sons--Peter, Lome, Jim and Jack-and 
her mother, Mrs. Mary Gillies, joined the 
men folk in the Northwest Territories and 
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they all settled down to build those little 
grey homes in the West. 

In 1885 thev became involved in the Riel 
rebellion. Da'n McKillop. Peter and Archie 
Gillies were captured by the Indians while 
freighting supplies to Batoche for the gov
ernment. and were held prisoners for three 
days. They managed to escape and also to 
regain their oxen. 

Four years of drought had marred their 
homesteading days in this area north of 
Regina. their resources were diminishing, 
so Dan McKillop and Archie Gillies de
cided to seek greener fields. They had 
heard of the fertile Dauphin Valley, 
so with horse and buckboard, they drove 
the 300 miles in the fall of 1886. They liked 
what they saw and went home to prepare 
immediately for the move. 

which were spent in the Riding Mountains. 
where June rains impeded their progress. 
The rivers overflowed, mud holes had to 
be bridged, new roads cut, there were mos
quitos by the millions to plague them, so 
that some days a distance of three miles 
was all the advance they could make. 

They reached the Dauphin district on 
June 22, 1887-coming first to the Neil Mc
Donald place. The next day, the McKil
lops and Gillies followed the Vermillion 
river by the Whitmore farms, by the 
George Barker farm where the present 
town of Dauphin now stands, drove one 
mile north of this, crossed the Vermillion 
river to Old Dauphin where Captain Mc
Intosh operated a store. Here they camped 
for a week while the men crossed the Wil
son river and squatted on land north of the 
river. 

John McKillop's Ox Team 

By April 1887 the party of eleven-Mrs. 
Mary Gillies, Archie and Peter Gillies, Mr. 
and Mrs. Dan McKillop with five sons, 
Peter, Lome, Jim, Jack and Don-were on 
their way. Three teams of oxen, 60 head 
of cattle herded by Jack on a white pony. 
the Prairie schooner drawn by a team of 
ponies driven by Mrs. McKillop, and 
wagons containing all their worldly goods 
constituted the procession. With them was 
Jim McKillop, a friend but no relative, 
who assisted them in the move. Jim was an 
uncle of the McQuays. 

Food supplies for the 11 people were one 
concern chiefly that of baking needs since 
towns were few and widely spaced. Twice 
a week two sacks full of Scotch scones 
were made. Peter was a natural hunter. 
bringing L1 game regularly. One day he 
shot a whooping crane which dressed 24 
pounds. 

The trip took seven weeks, three of 
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Then their settlers' effects were moved 
by swimming the river, cattle, oxen, 
horses, people, all swam. The land chosen 
by Dan McKillop was S.W. 3-26-19, all the 
other men in the party selecting land ad
jacent to this. 

In 1888 the McKillops and the Gillies 
along with their neighbors built the first 
bridge in the area, and the cost was nil. 
Eight men with axes, crosscut saws and 
two teams of oxen cut down a spruce tree 
measuring 66 feet. 12 inches at the top, 
hewed it to 12 inches thick, loaded it on a 
bob sled, hauled it down to the Wilson 
river and placed it as a footbridge to be 
used when the river was too high for 
fording. 

As each son became of age he acquired 
a homestead in the same area. Jack ob
tained his in 1894. Archie Gillies went on 
to Rainy River in Ontario. 



The McKillops and Gillies sowed their 
crops broadcast by hand in those days and 
cut them with a cradle. Each sheaf was 
tied by hand, and threshing was done 
with a flail. The first threshing machine 
came to Dauphin in the fall of 1893. 

Mrs. Gillies' home was the place where 
the first church services were held. In 
1888 the first student minister, W. E. Mc
Leod, had charge of the Valley River 
mission field, followed by J. B. Fawcett 
who also served as teacher in the area. 
Among his other qualifications, Mr. Faw
cett was an excellent marksman. While 
conducting church service one day, he 
noted a big bull-dog fly on the ceiling, 
preparing, as he thought. to land on the 
one bald spot of his head. With lightning 
dexterity he grasped his cane and "got" 
the fly. 

It was during this period that the fed
eral government gave a grant of 40 acres 
of land on N.W. 33-25-19 for church pur
poses. This land was later sold to Herb 
Chute for $900 and the money set in a 
trust fund to build a church. The Dauphin 
Plains Presbyterian church was built out 
of this fund in 1905. 

Old Dauphin, better known as Dog
town, with its large canine popUlation. 
boasted a blacksmith shop, owned and 
operated by Sandy McPherson: later. 
James McKinnon started a second one. 
A land office opened by the federal govern
ment eliminated the necessity of going to 
Minnedosa to apply for homesteads as the 
first settlers did. Robert Gunne was in 
charge of the office: his son, Dr. Robert 
Gunne, became the first medical doctor 
here, adding a drug store to his activities 
with Jack Waite as pharmacist. Captain 
McIntosh owned and operated a general 
store, Bob McLean a hardware store and 
tinsmith shop. 

The first picnic was held west of Old 
Dauphin in the gumbo flats on the bank of 
Salt Creek. A big event. the picnic attract
ed the settlers from far and wide. some 
on fooL some by ox team, and others by 
horse team. The program included foot 
races, throwing the shot put. football. 
horse racing and ox team racing, with ex
citement running high. The latter two 
events necessitated pulling off the harness 

of the animals to give them greater free
dom. It was noted that Allan McDonald, a 
cousin of Mrs. Annie Playford, won that 
first horse race in Dauphin. ' 

The picnic lunch was the highlight of 
that first picnic. It featured tea boiled in 
old black pots, bannock and bully-beef 
dainties, laughter and conversation 
dear to the hearts of the pioneers. 

A dispute arose between Charlie Hoy, a 
farmer in the Old Dauphin district, and 
a Mr. Jones, teacher of the school, over a 
little candy booth. Mr. Hoy was a scientific 
boxer and had spent some time giving the 
teacher lessons in the fine art. To settle 
their dispute the two took off their coats 
and put on an exhibition, worthy of a 
modern-day arena. Mr. Jones emerged 
winner of the match, leaving Mr. Hoy the 
honor of being an excellent instructor. 

This first picnic concluded as so many 
of those early picnics did, with a dow~
pour of rain. A huge black cloud in the 
west warned the picnickers so they could 
seek shelter under their wagons-there 
were no top buggies or cars in those days. 

There was much music and dancing 
amongst the pioneers. Someone in a gath
ering could always playa mouth-organ or 
violin or some transportable musical in
strument. so that the evenings flew with 
singing and dancing, old and young part
icipating, log house and shanties providing 
the gathering places, spring, summer, win
ter or fall providing the seasons. There 
was always a social time at log-raising 
bees: about 15 men would get together for 
the raising of logs while the women 
came to do the cooking for these men. 

McKERCHAR F AMIL Y 

Mrs. A. McKerchar came to Dauphin in 
1893, having just arrived from Ontario to 
marry her fiance. Alex McKerchar in 
Winnipeg. He had come out four years ear
lier and taken up a homestead south of the 
present location of the airport. It was on 
the first day of April in 1893 and they had 
spent two days on the road from Strath
clair, the first night at John McLeod's 
boarding house near the crossing on the 
Vermillion river and the second in their 
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own home, which they reached around 
midnight. 

Mrs. McKerchar's desire to see her new 
neighbors' homes received a jolt that 
first morning she looked out her door. She 
couldn't see any, all she saw was some 
bush and about' 25 acres of cleared land. 
More surprises were to follow: there were 
only two women in the district-Mrs. R. 
C. McLeod and Mrs. John Durston. The 
first woman to live in this area. called 
Skilligalee. was Mrs. Andrew Malcolm. 
who had come in in 1889 but they had 
moved again to get closer to school and 
town so were no longer in the district. 

Old Spinning Wheel - Mrs. R. McLeod and 
Mrs. H. McKerchar 

Getting to church was not the easiest 
for the McKerchars those first years. as 
the trip to the log church near the old town 
took all day. Services were soon arranged 
in their own district. with Rev. J. H. Jar
vis and Rev. E. J. Hopper and others. 
attending to those duties. Local men 
sometimes preached. among them H. P. 
Nicholson whom they used to enjoy. 

Threshing the grain often presented a 
problem to the McKerchars. In wet years 
it was necessary to leave the crop in 
stooks until freeze-up when the grain could 
be separated from the straw. On the first 
harvesting crew which did the crop for 
the McKerchars were Harry Macneill 
(later Dr. H. N. Macneil!) and Jack Dan
iels. 

In 1895 three farmers took their loads of 
wheat over the mountains to Strathclair. 
They found no market for it there so one 
man went on to Brandon and two took 
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theirs to Shoal Lake. All the wheat was 
sold at 40 cents a bushel which paid their 
expenses but with very little left over for 
bringing home supplies. 

Freight was brought in over the mount
ains from Strathclair and Neepawa by 
team before the railroad came in and 
farmers were often employed by the mer
chants for this purpose for which they 
were paid at the rate of a dollar for 10'0 
pounds. Many a hard day and night were 
spent. camping beside the trail at night in 
the very early days. Later stopping places 
and stables were built along the way for 
overnight stops. 

Often times when fording the river the 
goods would get wet and had to be spread 
out to dry by the merchants at Gartmore 
and Old ba~phin. before being put on the 
shelves to sell. Tea would be spread out 
on a canvas to dry. and then bagged in 
pound packages to sell at 60 to 75 cents a 
pound. 

Coal oil was brought in by the barrel. 
and it was said that the merchants sold 
two different grades. one dipped out at 
the top of the barrel. the other drawn from 
a tap at the bottom-at two different 
prices. 

Jolly times were had in those early days. 
the settlers gathering in a central place. 
with perhaps a guest speaker and all kinds 
of games and entertainment. The first 
Orange picnic was held west of Gart
more. where Dr. Beauchamp used to live. 
Everyone brought baskets and had lunch 
together. 

Ministers of all denominations had large 
districts in those days. One of the out
standing was Colin McKerchar in 1891. 
He travelled from the Gilbert Plains dis
trict to Ochre River everv alternate Sab
bath. always carrying his' axe with him. 
for he often had to chop fallen trees and 
scrub to clear the trail. He could tell the 
name of every family living in the district 
at that time and what denomination they 
belonged to. John Gorby was an English 
church missionary around this time. 

The McKerchars. along with their neigh
bors. did not grow large crops as it was 
too difficult to get it to market. They had 



the wheat ground into flour at a grist 
mill, built by the Sbaw brothers in 1888, 
on the bank of the Valley river, six miles 
north of Dauphin, 

PAUL WOOD 

Paul Wood was a highly educated Eng
lish chap with a yen for adventure, who 
arrived in Dauphin in 1890 via the Strath
clair trail, and filed on S.W. 18-25-19. With 
the help of a "raising bee" he built him
self a small house and stable. He cleared 
about 25 acres of land and with that was 
able to obtain his patent although the 
homestead act demanded 30, more or less. 

Coming from a well-to-do English fam
ily, Paul was easily persuaded to leave the 
hardship of pioneering for the more lux
urious one at home and left for England in 
the fall of 1896 and arrived in time for 
Christmas. He stayed all winter, married 
a fine English girl, but it was no use, 
having t:1sted pioneering he was not con
tent with anything less. He returned to 
his homestead in the spring with his wife 
and put in his crop. It froze black in 
June and this, to use a modern phrase, 
really cheesed him off. He offered his 
homestead for sale to William Buchannon 
for $100 and the offer was accepted. There 
was only one snag in the transaction
there was no ink with which to consum
ate the deal. Nothing daunted, Paul brew
ed a cup of strong, dark tea and with 
this the papers were drawn up which trans
ferred the property. 

About this time Ukrainian immigrants 
began to move into the district, and Paul 
easily mastered the language so that he 
could serve as interpreter. He moved to 
Sifton to serve them better. and added 
farm machinery business to his career. 

CHRIS FELKER 

Chris Felker came into Mayflower dis
trict in the early spring of 1895, from List
owel, Ontario and settled on the CPR 
land, N.W. 25-24-20. This land was heavily 
wooded with oak, maple, ash, poplars 
and small scrub, clearing this land proved 

a real challenge to this young fellow of 
Dutch descent. He met the challenge and 
before long had a nice-sized field cleared, 
went into the dairy business and his wife's 
excellent butter found a ready market. The 
farm, sold after the First World War to 
an American from North Dakota, was 
later taken over by Jim Tucker. 

John Edwards, First White Settler N Y2 
20·25·18 

GEORGE YEAMAN 

George Yeaman moved into the district 
in the spring of 1891 and settled on N.E. 
24-25-20. He just managed to prove his 
homestead duties and sold out. This is the 
land later owned by Mike Romans. 

CHARLES YEAMAN 

Charles Yeaman filed on N.E. 18-24-20 in 
Spruce Creek district, abandoned that in 
favor of N.W. 5-25-19, which was CPR land. 
Here he built a small log shack and stable. 
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Charlie is chiefly remembered for his 
interest in sports. horseback riding and 
baseball. A colorful character. he was 
usually behind the bat catching for ball 
games. Early in the beginning of the cen
tury he sold out to Sam Katz and moved 
west. 

JOHN SMITH 

John Smith took up S.E. 12-25-20-heav
ily bushed land- in 1891. constructed 
buildings with logs from his own land. 
proved up his homestead. and sold out to 
Rev. D. Cattanach. 

Rev. Cattanach often took the Meth
odist church services in the town of Dau
phin and in various country churches. 
along with his farming duties. Several 
changes later. the farm was taken over 
by Bert McCorvie. 

WILLIAM GILBERT 

William Gilbert filed on his homestead 
west of Dauphin, on S.E. 5-25-19, in 1890. 
His buildings, made of log and located on a 
high, dry ridge, were never bothered in 
flood years. After serving in World War 
One, Gilbert settled in the Rorketon dIS
trict. New home and barn were built on 
this farm by the fourth owner, Hubert 
Izon. 

JOHN HARTLEY 

In 1892 John Hartley arrived in the 
Spruce Bluff to file on his homestead. He 
built a small sod-roofed shack and a log 
stable. then moved on. 

THOMAS HADSHELL 

The history of Spruce Bluff would not be 
complete without a note on Thomas Had
shell who settled on N.E. 12-25-20 in 1892. 
He had a habit of talking to himself-when 
questioned about this he replied he had two 
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reasons: first. he was talking to a sensible 
man; secondly, he was sure that what he 
was saying would go no further. 

Tommy played the violin well and often 
assisted with music at the country dances. 
In 1898 he sold out and went in search of 
greener fields. 

Thomas Hesselwood bought Mr. Had
shell's farm and broke it up for farming. 
with the help of his son Harvey. A few 
years ago a portion of the north-east side 
of this quarter was sold for a livestock 
auction mart. 

WILLIAM FARRELL 

William Farrell moved into the Dauphin 
district in the fall of 1896 from Neepawa. 
arriving just ahead of the railroad. They 
settled in the Mayflower district on N.E. 
36-24-20. Later he took up the draying 
business in Dauphin and moved his young 
family of five girls and two boys into 
the village. 

BOB CATHERS 

Bob Cathers settled on S.E. 1-25-20. He 
built an all-frame set of buildings, broke 
up forty or fifty acres then moved into the 
town of Dauphin. The farm was taken over 
by Gordon Birss. and later operated by 
Garry Hockridge. 



MA YFLOWER PIONEERS 

Following are a number of pioneers who 
came to the Mayflower district to live, 
briefly, then moved on: 

Thomas Kemp from Carleton Place, 
Ontario to N.E. 11-25-20. 

David Telfer took up land on S.W. 19-
25-19. 

Alfred Swears and brother Ben settled 
on N.E. 1-25-20. 

William Campbell .and Ed Lablac farmed 
S.W.18-25-19. 

Others were Thomas Hesselwood, Rob
ert Crawford, John Crawford, William 
Hughes and others, coming from Lounds
boro, Huron County in Ontario. 

G. W. J. Barker's homestead house (near Hydro building of today), with planing 
mill setup - winter 1896-97. 

HENRY G. HUGHES 

Henry G. Hughes, early settler of 
Spruce Bluff, was a man of high integ
rity who believed in the Golden rule 
"Do unto others as you would have oth
ers do unto you." He came to the Dauphin 
Valley first in 1889 but did not file on his 
homestead until the following year, 1890. 
He was another Ontario immigrant, 
this time from Huron county. 

His choice of land was N.W. 12-25-20. 
Like the rest of the settlers, he built 
himself a log house and barn, probably 
with logs from his own land. He married 
Marjorie Winters and they had one son. 
Robert. 

Harry Hughes took an active part in 
community affairs, his wisdom and know-

ledge were accepted without question. He 
played a leading part in the organization 
of the Spruce Bluff Agricultural Com
munity District and donated the land on 
the north-west corner of his farm for the 
site of the hall. The building was used for 
meetings, dances, banquets, social events 
and church services. Harry was noted 
for his exact and methodical ways, his 
diary was always up-to-date: weather 
conditions, temperature, precipitation, 
wind velocity and direction noted daily. 
He kept an account of community hap
penings, weddings, births, and all. 

R. T. Hughes, better known as Dick 
Hughes, came back with his brother Harry 
and settled on S.W. 24-25-20, erected a 
log house and a small stable, cleared 
enough of his land to win his title. He 
married Mary Etling, and they had three 
daughters. 
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In an era when dances were the prime 
social functions, and square dance callers 
were a legion, Dick was recognized as the 
champion square dance caller of the dis
trict. 

Richard Allin Home, Dickson District . 
Before 1898 

ANDY SANDGREN 

Andy Sandgren became well-known as 
the first Swede to take up land in the Dau
phin district. A sailor by profession, he 
deserted when his ship docked in Mon
treal, and obtained work on a dairy farm 
just outside of Montreal. About 1891 he 
moved up to Simcoe, Ontario and married 
Miss Clark of Alliston. In 1893 they pro
ceeded west and took up a homestead 
on N.W. 24-25-20 in the Dauphin Valley. 
Andy was an excellent axman and soon 
built a log house. 

While in Ontario, Andy had been ex
posed to corduroy roads and was instru
mental in building these in the Dauphin 
area. The region four miles west of Dau
phin had resisted all efforts to make a 
road through it-with its muskeg no road 
stood up. Andy conceived the idea of a 
floating bog which proved successful. This 
was made by placing logs side by side 
for over 150 yards, then dirt was put on by 
wheel barrels over the logs to make the 
roadway smoother. 
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JOHN BOYD 

John Boyd came west from Listowel, 
Ontario in 1889 and settled at Wapella, 
Saskatchewan or Assiniboia as it was 
then known. Here their crop was frozen 
out for three years in succession and dried 
out the fourth year. He pulled up stakes 
and moved to the Dauphin Valley where 
he settled on S.W. 31-24-19, about five miles 
south-west of Dauphin, along the Vermil
lion river. 

Here the family went to work and clear
ed the land which was heavily wooded with 
oak, ash and maple. The soil was heavy but 
free of stones. Five boy's and two girls 
were born to them. 

The Boyds were always recognized as 
good horsemen, their son, William cap
tured many prizes at Agricultural Fairs 
with his outstanding breeds of Percherons. 
William's son, John, continued where he 
left off. The two took many prizes with 
their exceptional strain of Black Beauties. 

WILLIAM TIMM 

William Timm moved into the May
flower district from Listowel in Ontario, 
in the spring of 1897. He lived on S.E. 36-
24-20 and later bought S.E. 35-24-20. This 
place was more suited to livestock rais
ing than grain farming, being of Dutch 
descent the Timms adapted themselves 
quickly to this way of life and became 
excellent dairy farmers. 

Mr. Timm was handy with saw and 
hammer and was much in demand in the 
district for carpentering. 

When the Mayflower school opened, Har
ry and Charlie Timm were among the first 
to attend; their sister Hattie joined them 
later. 

WESLEY WATSON 

In 1888 Wesley Watson took up land in 
the Mayflower district settling on S. W. 6-
25-19. Since he had served in the North 



West Rebellion this parcel was his script 
land, a reward for his services. He lived 
there for ten years. 

Mr. Watson is best remembered for his 
willingness to help his neighbors, raIsmg 
log houses were his specialty. His own was 
a frame house, built from logs from the 
Riding Mountains and sawed at a local 
mill. The slabs were used to roof the 
stable and the sawdust to insulate the 
house. The inside walls of the house 
were lined with newspaper making for an 
exceptionally warm house for those times. 

Mr. Watson loved horses and kept some 
of the best work horses in the area. 

John Crawford took over this piece of 
land in 1898 for a short time and then 
moved to Spruce Bluff district; William 
Kendrick of Burke Falls, Ontario moved 
onto it in 1899. When he moved to Grand
view the farm was bought by Lewis Nich
olson. 

WILLIAM JONES 

It was in the early summer of 1889 that 
William Jones braved the trail across the 
Riding Mountains with Henry G. Hughes. 
It was from a high point on the north side 
of the mountain, it has been told, that Mr. 
Jones noted a large sized bluff of spruce 
trees in the distance and made the remark 
"Where those trees are is where I am going 
to make my home." The surveyor's stake 
indicated that this was S.E. 14-25-20 and 
this is the quarter on which he filed his 
claim. The story goes on to say that he 
trailed a building log around for half a 
day before he found the suitable spot for 
his house. 

Jones was a Welshman by birth, received 
his education in Wales, spent three years 
studying law and emigrated to Canada at 
the age of 21. The call was "Go West, 
young man, and grow up with. the count
ry." It was actually from his location that 
the district earned the name, Spruce Bluff. 

Since his land was best suited to raising 
cattle with its abundance of hay and 
water, Mr. Jones restricted his farming 
to this area, feeding over a hundred head 
of livestock at one time, really too many 

for one man. Due to the fact that his wife 
was quite frail, his duties often included 
a goodly portion of the household chores 
with the result that his cattle would be 
neglected, and by spring be in poor condi
tion. His optimism was infectious, one 
of his oft-made remarks being "The Lord 
always provides." 

Mr. Jones sold his land after the First 
World War to John McKee, who with his 
sons carried on farming operations, also 
road building and maintaining. 

The spruce trees have all been cut down 
and made into lumber. In their place there 
stands a frame house and a new barn, re
placing the old log buildings which, along 
with the spruce bluff, were landmarks for 
so long. 

JOHN McDONALD 

Mr. and Mrs. John McDonald came in 
from Carberry in 1891 and took up S.W. 10-
25-20. Being a good woodsman, John 
quickly built his log house and stables, 
cleared the land, and obtained his patent. 
In this excellent cattle country he raised 
a large herd before selling out. This farm 
has changed hands several times. 

ROBERT McLEAN 

In 1895 Robert McLean moved onto N. W. 
18-25-19, built a frame shack and a small 
stable for his team of horses and two cows 
and proceeded to clear the land. By May 
he had sufficiently cleared to plant a few 
acres of oats which yielded well. His next 
clearing was devoted to the seeding of 
wheat which produced a good grain and 
a fine yield. The wheat when ground into 
flour at the Shaw Brothers flist mill 
produced a fine grade of flour. 

ISAIAH PITTS 

Isaiah Pitts arrived from Storemount in 
the county of Cornwall, Ontario in 1893 and 
settled on S.E. 23-25-20. He became one o{ 
the first in Spruce Bluff to build a frame 
shack and stable. He sold out to Robert 
Crawford and moved to the Spruce Creek 
district. 
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Anecdotes from 

Pioneer Stories 

MR. PARKER'S BELATED 
PENSION PLAN 

C. W. Parker spent his early days in 
England where he did some inventions, 
several articles which later gained some 
value on the world market. He did not, 
however, have the money at that time to 
procure a patent for their manufacture. 

While still young he migrated to the 
United States where he met two young 
men with whom he became friendly. He 
explained his inventions to his friends, 
Jeofry and Gourmly and they became in
terested to the point where they offered 
to use their money for the venture. Parker 
accepted and for some years the three 
prospered in the shadow of the success of 
the inventions. 

Parker, however, had never lost the 
spirit of adventure nor the wanderlust, 
packed up and left for Canada, leaving his 
friends everything. He gravitated to Dau
phin and took up a farm at the junction of 
the Valley and Drifting rivers. Here he 
lived until a ripe old age with his aunt 
and two daughters. 

His friends of affluence did not forget 
him. They looked him up, gave him full 
credit for their success and prosperity, 
settled a lifetime pension on him, and took 
his daughters back with them to give them 
the full benefit of an education. 

PIONEER INDUSTRY 

Quoted from the "Daily Norwester" of 
February 20, 1897-a Winnipeg paper which 
gave the issue over to a Dauphin story: 

"Beekeeping can be successfully carried 
on in Dauphin. A. Maynard, formerly of 
Simcoe county, Ontario, has kept them for 
several years, and winters them well. The 
honey, in neat glass jars, and also in 
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large sections of comb, formed a promi
nent and pleasing exhibit at the fall fair. 
Mr. Maynard finds ready sale for all he 
has, and has disposed of a considerable 
quantity so far." 

GRAFTON BRIDGES 

Early in the era there was a series of 
bridges built in the area which were risky 
to say the least. Built by one Royal Graft
on, they were a truss bridge of sort, the 
trusses hanging on to four corner piles. 
When these piles rotted, which they invar
iably did, there was nothing holding the 
trusses. There was one such bridge at 
Valley River, over the V.alley river. This 
led to the following accident: 

In the fall of 1906, B. F. Boughen and 
A. J. Boughen had occasion to cross this 
bridge with their big steam threshing out
fit. On the approach to the bridge their 
engineer, J. W. McQuay, stopped the out
fit and suggested they release the separ
ator and pull it across by cable leaving 
the engine to cross the bridge unencum
bered. The bridge waited until the rear 
wheels of the engine pass over the pile 
abuttment and then gave way. The whole 
end of the bridge broke off and the 
engine dropped ten feet into the river be
low, leaving Mr. McQuay suspended in air, 
momentarily, before dropping down on top 
of the engine. His side was slightly 
bruised, but no other damage was sus
tained to either machinery or man. 

SEARCH FOR OIL 

William Miller and Joe Shand planted 
the birch and elm trees surrounding the 
courthouse and jail in Dauphin, obtain
ing the trees from the bush south of town. 



The story goes that a Mr. Gunne from 
Edinburgh, Scotland, a prospector by 
trade, informed them at one time that the 
shale at the foot of the mountain on the 
Vermillion River was valuable for fertil
izing purposes. He went on to say that 
developing the processing would cost a 
lot of money but the investment would net 
millions. This theory has never been tested 
but it can be noted that crops in the 
area where the shale exists are particul
arly good, probably from the overflow of 
the sediment. 

It was in search of oil that Mr. Shand 
came to Dauphin in 1885. He was part of a 
party of five which included a Mr. Mills 
from Poplar Point, Manitoba, who had 
visited the area 12 years earlier while 
packing grub to a survey crew for Mr. 
Stuart, an uncle of T. A. Burrows. At 
that time he saw what he felt was evidence 
that there was oil in the area, oil had blaz
ed up from their camp fire at the foot of 
the big shale bank on the river. Mr. 
Shand's horses had to be left in the moun
tains, the party walked 15 miles south to 
the spot (which two years later became 
Dr. Beauchamp's homestead) and the 
search began. Two previous efforts by Mr. 
Mills resulted in failure to locate the spot· 

and he was determined that he would find 
it this time. Whether the old man's mem
ory was dim or the story an hallucination 
is not known but he could not locate the 
spot, two members of the party gave up 
the search in disgust and went back to the 
wagons, but Mr. Shand stayed'with him. 

That night was spent in an lndian tent. 
and during the course of the evening Mr. 
Shand asked the Indians if they had ever 
seen an old shanty near the river in the 
bush. This shack was supposed to be close 
to the spot where the oil could be found. 
Reluctantly at first, but with the help of 
Mr. Shand's last two dollars, the Indians 
admitted there was a shack two miles 
away and agreed to hitch up the dogs and 
take them to it. The sight of the long 
searched for cabin so delighted the de
termined Mr. Mills that he nearly went out 
of his mind. He directed Mr. Shand to go 
back to the wagon for the others and 
he would have the oil well located by the 
time they got back. Mr. Shand did so in the 
soft snow, but when they all returned Mr. 
Mills was no nearer to finding the oil, in 
fact he was hopelessly lost again. So in 
March 1885 ended the search for oil and 
Dau'phin's efforts to add mining to its 
numerous industries. 

WILLIAM HUESTON 

William Hueston arrived in Dauphin in 
1889, filed on SW 6-24-19 and took the NW 
quarter as pre-emption. He came from 
Carberry by team and wagon, with his 
wife, six children, and all their worldly 
possessions. Their 18x26 house was of logs, 
with frame kitchen built on the north side 
over which wa$ constructed an upstairs 
comprising four bedrooms. 

Besides his farm four miles south-west of 
Dauphin, he hauled freight from Strath
clair over the Riding Mountains. 

With the help of sons Frank and Jason. 
Mr. Hueston broke up all of his homestead 
and part of his pre-emption. In 1906 he sold 
his farm to Alfred Maynard and moved 
with his wife and eight children to Mel
fort, Saskatchewan to farm in the Pleas
ant VaHey district. A son, David 'Thomas, 
returned to Dauphin in 1911 to wor.k on the 
D. G. Bruce farm, and started railroad 

service in 1915-moving to Melfort with 
the CNR in 1918. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

Church Histories 

ST. JAMES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

The story of Presbyterianism in the 
Dauphin district goes back to 1889. In 
that year the Home Mission board ap
pointed a student, W. E. McLeod, to 
serve the people of this community. 

Apparently he had all the energy of 
a Scottish Highlander, for in less than 
four months he had built a log church, 
one mile north of the courthouse, which 
was then the Dauphin townsite. Before 
that a Sunday school had been held in 
the home of Samuel Perry. When they 
moved into the log church Captain Mc 
Intosh was the first superintendent and 
Mrs. Perry the first teacher. 

The next Presbyterian student to come 
here was W. R. Sutherland, in 1890. 
Colin McKerchar came in 1891 and before 
he left he tabulated the names and re
ligious leanings of every family in the 
settlement. The next two students were 
Mr. Jarvis, who arrived in 1892; and 
George Taron. who arrived in 1893. 

By 1893 there were six preaching 
stations, and soon two more were added. 
Cumberland was given a service once a 
month, and a week-night service fort
nightly was held at the home of John 
Hall (Martha's father). 

Rev. William Gordon, an ordained 
minister, arrived in 1894, and covered 
a territory over a radius of thirty miles 
in the Dauphin area. In winter the temp
eratures ranged between 30 and 50 de
grees below zero. 

Rev. Gordon was succeeded by Rev. 
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Dauphin Plains Church, 1905 - 1969 

Gourlay in 1895, and Rev. Henry Young 
in 1898. 

In 1900, Rev. Robert G. Scott, who had 
been ordained as a Presbyterian minister 
only the year before, arrived to take 
over his first permanent mission field 
at Dauphin. The St. James Presbyterian 
church had been erected and was opened. 
Jan. 21, 1900 under his charge. Rev. 
Scott spent three and a half years in 
Dauphin, living in the house on the corner 
of Vermillion Street and Third Avenue 
NW. He then served at Sifton for a short 
time before deciding to study medicine 
to assist him in his work as a missionary. 

In succession, the ministers who 
served in the pulpit of the St. James 
church, until union of the Presbyterian 

and Methodist congregations took place 
in Dauphin in 1929, were: Rev. R.H. 
Gilmour, Rev. David Fleming, Rev. S. A. 
Martin, Rev. J. A. Cormie, Rev. Philip 
Duncan, and Rev. H. M. Lyons. 



In the story told of the devoted faith
ful people who laid the foundation for 
providing a place for Presbyterians to 
worship, these families find frequent 
mention: R. C. Browns, D. Sutherlands, 
R. Fergusons, McKenzies, Riddells, W. 
Murrays, Harveys, Smiths, D. D. Mc 
Donalds, Malcolms, Steens, Sparlings, 
Kings, J. B. McIntyres, W. H. Wallaces, 

McClernons, McKees and Oliphants. 

GRACE METHODIST CHURCH 

The story of the Methodist church in 
Dauphin began in 1896. A year before. 
the town of Dauphin moved from the 
original site one mile north of the court
house to the present site. All around 
were nothing but wheat fields. But that 
same year, the stooks were removed and 
ties were laid for the railroad; and the 
cornerstone of Grace Methodist Church 
was laid. 

The first minister, before the church 
was built, was Rev. Fawcett, both teacher 
and preacher. He was succeeded by Rev. 
Chegwin. 

Rev. Hopper was here during the 
construction of the building, and the 
ministers who followed were : Rev. A. E. 
Smith, Rev. W. A. Lewis, Rev. W. W. 
Adamson, Rev. A. E. Smith (second 
call); Rev. S. Wilkinson, Rev. J. G. 
Bethel, Rev. R. E. Spence, Rev. Haw, 
Rev. T. Neville, and Rev. Fred C. 
Middleton, up to 1929 when the Metho
dist and Presbyterian congregations 
were united in Dauphin. 

Each and all of these ministers made 
contributions in their own special way, 
but they also had behind them families 
who were a tower of strength to the 
church. Names which are associated with 
the Grace Church life of Dauphin include 
the Code~. R. Argues, Drinkwaters, 
Stelcks, Iredales, Halls, McRaes, Nich
olsons, Bewells, Walkers, Caldwells, 
Simpsons, Breadys. 

A thought which should be recorded: 
in the early days of Dauphin's history, 
the church was a 'community centre', 

there was little to distract from its 
services, and among the members there 
grew up a comradeship and fellowship 
never forgotten through the years. 

The history of the Methodist Church 
is not complete without going back to 
the pioneer services provided by the 
Cumberland Methodist Church. Prior to 
the fall of 1890, religious services were 
held in the log houses of the settlers. 

Early in February 1890, a meeting 
called by John Nicholson culminated the 
many discussions about the need for a 
church in which to worship. The place of 
this meeting was the home of James B. 
Nicholson, with the following persons in 
attendance: William Rice, Fred Rice, 
Walter Wickes, John Nicholson, H. P. 
Nicholson, J. H. Whiteman, A. D. Horton, 
Wesley Watson, John Hall. 

John Nicholson was named chairman, 
and Walter Wickes secretary. A motion 
was passed that a church be built on the 
south-west corner of Section 36, Town

ship 24, Range 20 -- and that the faith of 
the church be known as Methodist. 

The logs were taken out before the 
spring thaw, peeled, hewed and allowed to 
dry. Late in the fall of 1890 the church 
was built. William Rice, being a carpen
ter, made the seats and the pulpit, fitted 
the windows and doors. 

Early in the new year of 1891 a dedi
cation service took place for the new 
Cumberland Methodist Church. The name 
Cumberland came from the Nicholsons, as 
it was from Cumberland, England, that 
John Nicholson had emigrated. 

The first ordained minister was Rev. 
D. L. Post-he preached the services 
from 1891 to 1894; then Rev. E. J. 
Hopper took over for a few years. The 
local men of the district took the service 
at times . . . John Nicholson, Walter 
Wickes, Jim Nicholson, H. P. Nicholson, 
to mention a few; and for part of one year 
a man by the name of Mr James was the 
preacher. Robert Argue brought out his 
portable organ from Dauphin, to play for 
the services; his son James was a little 
fellow who liked to come along, because 
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Cumberland Church, 1891 -1928 

he learned to drive the horse during 
these trips. 

Once the Methodist church started 
in Dauphin, attendance at Cumberland 
dropped, and finally the church was 
closed. The people of Spruce Bluff made 
a bid for it, with Harry Hughes paying 
$15 for the church and the ladies of 
the district paying $10 for the shed. The 
buildings were moved to the northwest 
corner of the Hughes farm on 12-25-20, 
and for many years this church served 
the spiritual needs of the people well. 
Many a Christmas concert was held in 
this little old log church. Among the 
ministers who preached in this church 
were Mr. Carruthers, Mr. Hartt, Mr. 
Landon, Mr. Parr, Mr. Lord, and a 
witty Irishman by the name of Mr. Moses 
Nixon. 

Finally the old church was pulled down 
and in its place a new hall was built. 
Named for the Spruce Bluff agricultural 
community district, the hall still stands 
on the grounds of the old Cumberland 
church. 

DAUPHIN FIRST UNITED CHURCH 

The union of the three churches in the 
United Church of Canada - the Congre
gational, the Methodist and the Presby
terian - took place in 1925. In Dauphin, 
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the two churches - St. James Presby
terian and Grace Methodist - carried on 
as separate units until 1929, when the 
sessions of both churches appointed 
committees to meet and discuss the 
possibility of uniting the two congre 
gations. 

When the union was approved in 1929, 
the new Dauphin First United Church 
congregation retained the Grace church 
building, on the corner of Main Street 
and Fourth avenue NW. The St. James 
church building was sold and several 
years later was destroyed by fire; the 
property is now occupied by the Federal 
building. 

At the time of reaching final agree
ment on union the two congregations in
vited Rev. David Fleming to conduct 
services. Since then the United Church 
pulpit has been filled by the following 
ministers: Rev. L. Lochead, Rev. Doug
las H. Telfer, Dr. D. K. Burns, Rev. 
J. A. ,Berridge, Rev. L. A. Muttitt, 
Rev. D. G. Ray, Rev. Barry Day, and 
Dr. E. P. Johnson. 

During Rev. Muttitt's time, the old 
church was raised and a basement put 
under it, providing facilities for a 
ladies' parlor, Sunday school auditorium, 
choir room, kitchen and washrooms; and 
a new heating unit was installed. The 
total cost of this project was $33,000, 
in 1947. 



With all the activities of the church 
increasing, the decision was reached 
by the congregation during Rev. Donald 
Ray's time to undertake the construction 
of a new church building which would 
also provide accommodation for the 
expanding Christian Education program. 
The sod for the new building -- located 
on Third avenue NW -- was turned June 
21,1961 to start a $250,000 project. 

The last services in the United Church 
building on Main street were conducted 
Sunday, January 28, 1962 -- and a week 
later, on Sunday, February 4, the first 
services were held in the newly con
structed church with its adjoining Chris
tian Education building. The themes of 
the sermons preached by Rev. Barry Day 
at the time of this historic change in the 
life of the Dauphin First United Church 
are worth noting: his sermons for the 
last services in the old church were 
'What Happened Here' and 'A Heritage 
To Remember'; his sermons for the 
first services in the new church were 
'Firm Foundations' and 'Symbolism in The 
Church'. 

The date of Monday, September 29, 
1969 marked an auspicious occasion for 
the church congregation: the burning of 
the mortgage, to the recurring theme 
throughout the ceremonies that while the 
church building has been fully paid for, 
the work of the building of the church 
in the lives of the people goes on and 
on. Present for the mortgage-burning 
ceremonies were the three ministers 
whose services spanned the years since 
the project of the new church had been 
undertaken, Rev. Donald G. Ray, Rev. 
Barry Day, and Dr. Ernest P. Johnston. 

ST. PAUL'S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
OF DAUPHIN 

The first Anglican service held in 
Dauphin was in the summer of 1889 and 
was held in the two-room log home of 
Harry B. Whitmore, just south of the pre
sent town. This was central for both Gart
more and Old Dauphin. Rev. Mark Jukes, 
from Minnedosa, rode across the Riding 

Mountain to conduct the service. Mrs. P. 
J. Beauchamp brought her organ to play 
for the service -- a no small task as the 
organ had to be tied on the wagon and 
driven over prairie roads. The people 
brought lunch baskets and held their first 
congregational picnic after the service .. 

Lawrence Skey, later Rector of St. 
Anne's in Toronto (1902) and Honorary 
Canon of St. John's College, Winnipeg 
(1920), conducted services at different 
homes during the rest of the summer -
among those used being the homes of P. J. 
Beauchamp, Chas..Hoy and T. Parsons. 

Feeling the need of a suitable building 
for public worship, the Anglican people 
called a parishioners' meeting in Gart
more on December 10, 1889, at which the 
following motion was passed: 'Proposed 
by W. Baylis seconded by Dr. P. J. 
Beauchamp, that a log church building 18' 
x 24' with a chancel 10 x 10 feet be erected 
at once.' Carried. The minutes were 
signed by W. Baylis, J. B. Nicholson and 
RD. Wilkinson. 

On December 30, a general meeting of 
the congregation approved a motion that 
a banquet and concert be held on January 
30, 1890. The following committee plan
ned the arrangements: L. R Iredale, H. 
Nicholson, W. Baylis, Dr. Beauchamp, 
Miss J. Iredale, Mrs. Barker, Mrs. W. 
Whitmore, Mrs. Beron, Mrs. Hoy, Mrs. 
Beauchamp and Mrs. H. B. Whitmore. 
The whole community turned out for a 
dinner of roast beef and yorkshire 
pudding, followed by plum pudding. 

The year 1890 was most important for 
the pioneer Anglicans -- the year a dream 
came ture and they built their first 
church. This was accomplished with the 
aid of a grant of money from one of the 
Church Societies in England and by their 
own labor. Dr. H. N. Macneill in his 
'Early Days of Dauphin' gives us some idea 
of the work that was required: 'Needless 
to say, lumber was at a premium in those 
early days and for a time the supply de
pended on the strong and willing arms of 
Harry B. and William Whitmore. These 
two sturdy pioneers with their whip-saw 
sawed the logs donated by P. J. Beau
champ off his farm for St. Paul's Anglican 
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Church at Gartmore.' Everyone seems to 
have given of his or her best to make it 
a beautiful little church . . . just to men
tion two gifts, a beautiful chancel screen 
was hand-carved by Selwyn Horton, and 
Mrs. P. J. Beauchamp was responsible 
for much of the embroidery on the church 
linen and hangings. 

By April 8, 1891 the work on the church 
was completed and the ladies of St. John's 
church, Winnipeg, sent a carpet as their 
gift. The church was located in the vill
age of Gartmore on the Tom Whitmore 
farm, at that time the centre of the settle
ment. For the first five years the pulpit 
was filled by students from St. John's 
College, Winnipeg, with occasional visits 
from ordained clergymen among whom 
were Rev. Ireland. Rev. Stoddart, Rev. 
Durdon and Rev. Middleton. 

St. Paul's Gartmore Church was conse
crated in 1893, and in November of that 
year a resident clergyman, Rev. Herbert 
G Wakefield was sent by the Archbishop 
·of Rupert's Land to take charge of the 
mission which had rapidly increased in 
size and population. 

On March 9, 1890a' meeting of the 
members of the Church of England cong
gregation of Dauphin was held in Mr. 
Farrar's school room, and brought forth 
a motion to build a second Anglican 
church at the village of Old Dauphin. 
The site was on the SW quarter 22-25-
19, one mile north of the old C.N.R. 
roundhouse, and one-half mile east on 
the river bank. 

The following were named to the build
ing committee: Rev. H. G. Wakefield. 
Messrs. Hicks, Wm. Buchannon, Gunne. 
Iredale Sr., Shand, Iredale Jr., H. C. 
Ross, James Buchannon, J. McPherson, 
Thos. Playford. James Shand was auth
orized to make arrangements for hauling 
logs to the mill, for erection of a frame 
church 18 x 24 feet with chancel 8 x 8 
feet, at an estimated cost of $500. 

So heartily did the members of Old 
Dauphin congregation work that the build
ing, begun on Monday, was used in an un
finished state for worship on the following 
Sunday. This new church was called 'All 
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Saints'. In September 1894 the Archbishop 
drove in from Neepawa and held a con
firmation service at st. Paul's church, 
Gartmore, and a dedication service at 
All Saints church, Old Dauphin. In 
the early part of 1895 it was decided to 
build a vicarage and a site was chosen 
between the two villages (on Maple 
Street just west of the hospital grounds). 

With the building of the railway about 
half-way between the two villages, the 
new town of Dauphin had its beginnings 
in 1896, and shortly before Christmas 
of that year All Saints church was drawn 
to a site at the south-west corner of Ver
million street and Burrows avenue (First 
street and Second avenue NW), while the 
St. Paul's church building was moved to 
the site just across the street (where 
Allard's garage is now located), to be 
used as a parish hall. The two con
gregations were joined together as the 
parish of St. Paul's. 

In addition to the central part of the 
district, the Dauphin church was res
ponsible for a mission extending over 
some 1,000 miles from the Riding Moun
tains in the south to as far as settle
ments were to be found to the north, 
and west into the large area known as 
Gilbert Plains. The principal stations 
were visited either fortnightly or monthly. 

In 1898 the Parish of st. Paul was 
legally constituted by a deed of for
mation of Archbishop Machray. By 1899 
the congregation was too large for the 
log church, and a frame church building 
was erected in place of the Gartmore 
log-built parish hall. The Old Dauphin 
church on the opposite corner became 
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the parish hall. This third church was 
dedicated in 1899 by Archbishop Machray. 

Rev. Wakefield left in August 1899 and 
was replaced by Rev. C.N.P. Jeffery, 
who left in April 1901 to become general 
missionary of the Diocese of Rupert's 
Land and secretary of the Synod. Rev. 
A.W. Goulding was here until November 
1902, and in January 1903 Rev. Wm. Walser 
took charge of the parish, becoming rural 
dean during his seven-year stay in 
Dauphin. 

In 1910 Rev. Walser returned to 
England and Rev. A. S. Wiley took up 
his duties at St. Paul's. In 1913 it was 
decided to built a fourth and larger 
church-and controversy as to the site 
was finally settled with the choice of 
property at the corner of First street and 
Fourth avenue S.W. (then known as 
Wakefield avenue. after Rev. Wakefield). 
This time the building committee-on which 
P.J. Beauchamp and H.B. Whitmore again 
served-looked to the future and built 
a large brick church with a seating cap
acity of 300. The old frame church. used 
for 'worship for the last time on January 
18, 1914 was sold to the Greek Catholic 
church and moved to the south end of 
town. 

The present church was dedicated 
by Archbishop Matheson on January 25, 
1914-400 persons attended morning service 
and 650 in the evening, with twenty 
members being confirmed. 

Rectors serving St. Paul's Anglican 
church since the dedication in 1914 have 
been: Rev. A. S. Wiley, 1910-1915; 
Rev. F. S. de Mattos, 1915-1918; Rev. 
H.P. Barrett, 1919-1923; Canon A. E 
Cousins, 1924-1930; Rev. W. Brailsford, 
1930-1935; Rev. H. E. Bridgett, 1935-
1950; Canon T. W. Wilkinson, 1950-1956; 
Rev. M.T. Robinson, 1957-1962; Mr. 
Jeremy Van-Lane (student), 1962; Rev. 
J.G. Heald, 1962-1963; Rev. J. F. Moor
head, 1963 until the present. 

During Canon Cousin's six years in 
Dauphin, the Diocese of Rupert's Land 
was divided and the north-west area of 
the province- of which Dauphin is a 
part-was made into the Diocese of Brandon 

on September 7, 1924, with Bishop Wil
fred Thomas in charge. 

In December 1939, at the annual parish
ioners' meeting, the W.A.'s report stated 
that the pledge made in 1931 to payoff the 
mortgage on the church had been met, 
in spite of the difficulties of the dep
ression years; to the W. A. also goes 
the credit for providing the water-powered 
pipe organ which served the church from 
1914 for more than 30 years, when it 
was replaced by an electric organ pre
sented in memory of members who had 
given their lives in the second world war. 

With the church property finally clear 
of all encumbrances, a petition for con
secration of St. Paul's Church, Dauphin, 
was presented to Bishop Thomas, and on 
November 10, 1940 a colorful con
secration ceremony was performed by the 
Bishop of Brandon. The sermon was 
preached by Canon I. A. Norris of St. 
George's church, Brandon. The date of 
December 12 of that year marked the 
special ceremony of burning the mortgage. 

Rev. H. E. Bridgett was made an 
Archdeacon in 1945. His 15 years. 
as rector of St. Paul's was climaxed, 
on October 23, 1949 with the celebration 
of the diamond anniversary of the church. 
The Sunday services were conducted by 
The Most Reverend 1. Ralph Sherman, 
Archbishop of Rupert's Land. In 1950 
shortly after Canon Norris was made 
Bishop of Brandon, Archdeacon Bridgett 
left St. Paul's to become secretary of the 
Synod at Brandon. 

Observance of the 75th anniversary of 
St. Paul's was highlighted by publication 
of the story of the growth of this parish 
church. This project was directed by Rev. 
John F. Moorhead, who came from St. John, 
N.B. in March 1963 to take charge of the 
parish. This well compiled history makes 
special reference to six men of the 
parish who have been ordained to the 
ministry of the church: A. J. Scrase, 
John Patrick, A.R. Thomas, W.D. Bates, 
A. J. Middleditch, David Robinson. 
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ST. VIATOR'S ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

For the occasion of the Golden Jubilee 
of St. Viator's Roman Catholic Chirch, 
celebrated on August 11, 1955 with a 
solemn Pontifical Mass of Thanks
giving by Most Rev. Philip Francis Poc
ock, D.D., Archbishop of Winnipeg-fol
lowed by an anniversary banquet-a Jub
ilee booklet was published and contained 
the following history: 

The year 1880 seems to hold the first 
record of Catholics in Dauphin district 
and we know of a family living west 
of Lake Dauphin by the name of Mr. 
and Mrs. Wm. Robinson frorp Prescott, 
Ontario-great pioneers they were and 
so hospitable to the itinerant missionary 
on his way to and fro from Sandy Bay, 
Turtle River to Pine Creek, now known 
as Camperville. These mIssIOnaries, 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate, O.M.I., 
were tending. to their flock-Indians on 
scattered reserves-and always so ready 
to risk a life in order to spread the word 
of God to Indian souls, and happy to bring 
encouragement, solace and religious 
rites to the various scattered white families 
appearing in this Lake district. 

Here we pause to recall and salute 
the best-known of the Black Robes-Fathers 
Magnon, Decorley. J. Chaumont. Adlard 
Chaumont, E.' Lecoq, Camper. The 
periodic visits of these priests into 
the widely scattered homes brought news 
and created a bond between the new 
Catholic settlers. 

Our first secular priest in Dauphin 
Mission was Father D.M. Beauregard. 
Comjng from Makinak with the railway 
in 1896, he made regular visits to 
sing Mass in the homes of the Barnes 
and Dunstans, for these places were the 
rendezvous for worship, and stopping 
places for many priests. 

Makinak still stays in the picture: 
from the Mission or the Home for Boys 
and Orphans, the Fathers of St. Viator's 
Order send out missionaries to Dauphin, 
Grandview, Oak Nook, Birch River, Gilbert 
Plains, Swan River. We find Father Houle 
serving this mission field, besides having 
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the responsibility of superior, teacher, and 
carpenter to the M~kinak home. 

With the growth of Catholic population 
in Dauphin, it becomes imperative that 
a place of worship be found. A meeting 
on the 10th day of March, 1904 is 
called by Father Houle, and it is dis
closed that St. Boniface Archpiscopal Co
operation has already reserved four lots 
destined for church purposes, a gift of 
'a Mrs. McKenzie. In July of the following 
year a meeting is held to undertake to 
construct a much-needed chapel. 

The building construction committee 
allows us to know the first old-timers: 
Thomas Barnes, Charles Robinson, Harry 
Macneill, James Kelly, Batt O'Calla
han, Maurice O'Callahan, Archie Mc 
Clennan, Josephin McClennan, William 
McClennan, Alex Artibise, J. A. Poole, 
William Dunstan, Joseph Duval, William 
Neill, Anthony Rzesnoski and Kuba Ryz. 

The chapel is dedicated to St. Viator, 
patron saint of the congregation of which 
Rev. J. H. Houle, C.S.V., is a member. 
The chapel is opened and blessed on 
December 8, 1905 to the delight and 
pride of nine families or a total con
gregation of 45 souls. 

Father Lauzon comes regularly once 
a month to say Mass on Sunday through

out the first year of 1906; and in 1907 
comes bi-monthly for High Mass and 
Benediction on Sunday. The Blessed 
Sacrament is kept in the church and the 
Ladies' Altar Society is active in help
ing to produce everything essential for 
divine service. 

By 1908, High Mass and Benediction 
is held every Sunday, and a request is 
sent by the congregation to Archbishop 
Langevin for a resident priest. In Feb
rurary 1909 Father Lauzon becomes the 
first pastor and resident priest of St. 
Viator's Parish in Dauphin. 

August 15, 1909 was a day to be 
remembered in this new parish, with 
the first visit of Archbishop Langevin. 
The grand occasion was to be remembered 
by all, but especially by the 25 con
firmants. 



" 

Father Lauzon is replaced in 1910 
by Father Duffy, the "witty Irishman", 
1910-11; Father Kelley, 1911; and in October, 
Father Joseph Halde. At this time, the 
parishioners of St. Viator's enjoy their 
first Retreat, preached by Father La 
Bonte. In 1916 Father A. E. Theoret is 
welcomed into our midst. 

With the little chapel proving small 
for the growing parish, efforts to get 
funds for a church building are under
taken by the parishioners and pastor. In 
1922 the new St. Viator's Church is 
blessed by His Grace Archbishop Alfred 
A. Sinnott, D.D., Archbishop of Winnipeg 
on Sunday, November 26; a message signed by 
the parishioners and presented as a welcome 
to Archibishop Sinnott contains this note: 
"Your Grace might care to know that our 
Catholic community in 1905 consisted of 
nine families, 45 souls, and that the cost 
of the little church, complete, was $1460. 
Today the parish comprises 64 families, 
256 persons" 

Father William J. Holloway, appointed 
the new pastor in 1922, is credited with 
opening a parochial school with an atten
dance of 56 pupils-the capacity of the old 
church building, readjusted for primary 
school purposes, having two classrooms 
and teaching the full course of eight grades. 
Benedictine Sisters from Illinois-Rev. 
Mother Aloysia, Rev. Sister Ruth and 
Rev. Sister Celeste-are the accomplished 
teachers. But the parish school venture is 
a short-lived one of two years, succumb
ing to the pressing demands of a church 
debt in continuing years of depression 
standards. 

In 1928 Father Joseph Krecizewski 
becomes pastor for one year, during the 
absence of Father Holloway who spent 
a year as pastor in Brandon, returning 
to Dauphin in 1929. The year 1941 brings 
Father Bernard Davis to take charge of 
St. Viator's heavy pastoral duties, as 
well as serving as Chaplain of No. 7 
and No. 10 air training schools, for three 
years. In July 1944, Father Alex Mc 
Intyre, originally of Prince Edward 
Island, comes to Dauphin from Virden, 
as tenth pastor of St. Viator's Church until 
1952. 

The eleventh and present pastor of 

St. Viator's Church and dean of the 
Dauphin Deanery is Monsignor Z.A.J. 
Baczkowski,V.F., whose years of pastoral 
charge have been highlighted by the 
1955 celebrations of the Golden Jubilee 
of St. Viator's, and the construction of 
a new, modern church in 1960. 

Sunday, December 4, 1960 was the 
r"~morable day when the parishioners 
participated in a procession which was 
climaxed by the official blessing of 
the newly constructed church, by His 
Grace Most Rev. P.F. Pocock, D.D .. 
Archbishop of Winnipeg. Located on the 
same property at the corner of First 
Street and Second avenue S. W., this third 
church in the histor.v of St. Viator's 
parish has a normal seating capacity for 
more than 500 people. 

Treasured gifts from parishioners 
through the years have included the 
beautiful stained glass windows in the 
church which served from 1922 to 1960; 
and, in the new church, the Basilican 
bells and Coronation carillons which 
were blessed on April 14, 1965 and called 
the parishioners to church Easter Sunday 
morning of that year. 

Father Baczkowski's appointment to the 
rank of Monsignor was announced in 
September 1966 by Most Rev. G. B. 
Flahiff. Archbishop of Winnipeg. Pastor 
of St. Viator's church since 1951, and Dean 
of the Dauphin district since 1952, Msgr. 
Baczkowski was ordained by Bishop Thomas 
O'Leary on June 11, 1938 at St. Michael's 
Cathedral, Springfield, Mass. 

Archibishop Flahiff officiated at the Mass 
celebrated December 2, 1968 to mark the 
burning of the mortgage on the church 
built in 1960 with a capital indebtedness 
of just under $100,000. In June 1969 
shortly after receIVIng Pope Paul's 
appointment as Western Canada's first 
Cardinal, His Eminence G. B. Cardinal 
Flahiff honored Dauphin and Ste. Rose 
communities with their first visit by 
a Roman Catholic Cardinal. 
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DAUPHIN FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

The Baptist congregation of Dauphin 
was first organized on June 7, 1897. 
The members met first in the old Orange 
Hall. In the following year their new building 
was opened at the corner of Main street 
and Fourth avenue N .E. 

Their first pastor, Rev. W. R. Atkins, 
continued with them until his death in 
1899. Samuel Everton, John Jones, and 
Rev. G.H.Sneyd followed him. 

On Sunday, February 11. 1906-under the 
leadership of Rev. J.C. Bowen- a new 
church building was formally opened. Reg
ular services were conducted in this san
tuary for more than 50 years, and the 
membership grew steadily through the 
years. 

After a succession of brief pastorates 
by several ministers, Rev. Duncan Ritchie 
was called to the pulpit in January 
1919, and continued to serve the Dauphi~ 
congregation until April 1925. Rev. E. J. 
Church. Rev. O. Broughton and Rev. 
F.R. Julian followed him. In the summer 
of 1931 Rev. Ritchie returned for a 
seven-year ministry. His successors, 
Rev. E.E. King and Rev. Victor Hall. 
were both called to the chaplaincy after 
spending some time in Dauphin. 

During the war years First Baptist 
Church found an effective ministry 
among the airmen who were being trained 
at the two airports in the vicinity. 
Rev. H. R. Stovell became pastor in 
February 1945, and served until 1950. 
He was succeeded in September 1951 
by Rev. Stanley Lake. During the latter 
years of his ministry, Mr. Lake's 
health began to fail and other pastoral 
assistance was necessary. 

Rev. George G. Stainger commenced 
duties in the summer of 1958. Mean
while the expansion of the town continued 
and a substantial offer was made by 
the Canadian Safeway company for the 
site on which the church building and the 
manse were located. After considerable 
deliberation, the offer was accepted. The 
last service in the old building was held 
on December 27, 1959 and the work of 
demolition began the next month. 
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On May 15, 1960 a sod-turning service 
was held on the site of the new pro
perty, and a new manse was dedicated 
on September 18, 1960. The church site 
is located at the corner of Fifth avenue 
and First street NE. 

The opening of the new church took 
place on March 12, 1961. Dr. Fred 
Bullen, general secretary of the Baptist 
Federation of Canada, was the guest 
speaker at the service of dedication. 

Rev. Stainger's resignation was received 
with regret and his last service as 
pastor was held on June 30, 1963. In 
the fall of that year Rev:' S. D. Trites 
became interim' pastor and served in 
this capacity until April 26, 1964. Rev. 
James F. Talbot came from Toronto 
to Dauphin in time for the first Sunday 
of August 1964, at the start of a five
year ministry here. The present pastor, 
Rev. Gerald R. Fisher, comes from Nova 
Scotia. and was welcomed to Dauphin at 
an induction service and social evening 
held by the congregation the evening of 
October 3, 1969. 

On Sunday. February 16. 1969, the Church 
conducted a mortgage-burning service to 
celebrate its freedom from financial 
indebtedness. Rev. Harry Renfree, execu
tive officer of the Baptist Union of Western 
Canada, was the guest preacher for the 
occasion. 

First Baptist Church, Dauphin, rejoIces 
that four of her members have entered 
the Christian ministry, Ernest E. King. 
Ernest J. Church, George Campbell. Peter 
Kindrat: one of her sons. Joseph J. 
Arthurs. after being president of the 
Baptist Union of Western Canada for two 
years. became president of the Baptist 
Federation of Canada in 1968 for a three 
year term-a unique honor for a lay 
member of the church: and in 1969 
Ralph T. Strickland was elected Moderator 
of the Baptist Union of Western Canada. 
Manitoba area churches. 

First Baptist church looks back over 
70 years to give thanks to God for His 
faithfulness, and looks forward in 
faith for sustaining grace for the task 
ahead. 



Ukrainian Catholic Church ·1938 

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
OF THE RESURRECTION 

The first Ukrainian settlers to arrive 
in Dauphin from Western Ukraine were 
Hawryeel (Gabriel) Staranchuk and Hry
hory Twerdun, in 1896. Two years later 
Michael Ohryn and Mattey (Matthew) 
Werchowny arrived here. Where now is 
a lovely and progressive town of Dauphin 
at that time was wilderness bush country 
with only two buildings. a small wooden 
railway station and a store. 

From 1898 the Ukrainian settlers began 
to come in larger numbers to Dauphin 
and the rural districts. These newcomers 
held steadfast to their most precious 
treasure their faith. traditions and 
rites. In 1903 they invited Father Kry
zanowskL OSBM. to come to Dauphin, and 
that year the first Ukrainian Catholic 
mass was said in Hryhory Twerdun's 
house. Other priests followed him, and 
held services in private homes: Fathers 
Hura OSBM, A. Sabourin. Oleksiw. Olen
chuk, Kinash. 

In 1916 a parish was o. ganized. A 

former Anglican church was purchased, 
and hauled to the south end of the 
town where most of the Ukrainians had 
settled. This church was officially opened 
in 1917 as the First Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Dauphin, with Father M. 
Olenchuk holding the first service in it. 
The founders and trustees of the church 
were: Anton Resnowski, Stefan Woychyshen, 
Wasyl Kateryniuk, Ilia Lubineski, Peter 
Kowtun. Nykola Slobodzian, Andrew Ohryn, 
Michael Mizibrocky, Wasyl Staranchuk, 
Hryhory Korney, Stefan Waroway, John 
Heyko, John Wishnovetsky, Onufrey Kuryk, 
Olekca Klym, John Baran, Theodore Taciuk, 
John Bomok, Oleksa Baran, Nykyfir Baran, 
John Ziac, Paul Stokotelny. 

From 1917 to 1938 seven priests served 
the parish: Fathers Olenchuk, Krakiwski, 
Andruchowich. Pasichnyk, Shumski, Pelech, 
and Roborecki. 

By 1936 this church became too small 
and had served its time. Father A. 
Roborecki (at present Bishop of Saska
toon) began building the present church. 
Plans were drawn up by Very Rev. Phillip 
Ruh, OMI. and his assistant Michael 
Yachynski. 
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Built during the years 1936-1938, 
the church is of brick construction, in 
the form of a cross 90 by 66 feet; 
the outside is finished with stucco, and 
the interior with plaster. The five domes 
make this church building one of the 
outstanding landmarks of Dauphin. Near 
the church is a belfry. 

In 1957 the church was painted artis
tically and murals added by Theodore 
Baran of Saskatoon. at a cost of $12,000. 
The value of the church is now estimated 
at $250,000. The present rectory was 
built in 1950, and is valued at $20,000. 
The Ukrainian Catholic hall (11th Avenue 
hall) was built in 1958, being valued at 
$50,000; and in 1969 a major program 
of extension and renovation was under
taken. 

Father A. Roborecki was the first 
resident pastor of the parish, in 1935. 
Since then the following have been pastors: 
M. Syrnyk, W. Firman, W. Shumay, Greg
ory Teply, and since 1959 Very Rev. Greg
ory Oucharyk, dean. 

The parish has more than 500 families 
now. The parish organizations include: 
Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood, Ukrainian 
Catholic Women's League, Ukrainian Catholic 
Youth, Children of Mary, Altar Boys 
Society, and many knights in the local 
council of the Knights of Columbus. 
Ukrainian classes and religious instructions 
are given to approximately 200 children. 

The parish was honored in June 1968 
with a visit by His Eminence Joseph 
Cardinal Slipyj of Rome, accompanied by 
Msgr. Marysin of Rome, and His Grace 
Metropolitan Hermaniuk of Winnipeg. A 
cavalcade from the airport to town and 
alOl!g Main street marked the welcome 
to Cardinal Slipyj the morning of June 26, 
and the first visit by a cardinal to this 
parish extended over a day and a half 
of special activities. 

ST, GEORGE'S UKRAINIAN 
GREEK-ORTHODOX CHURCH 

The beginning of the Ukrainian Greek
Orthodox Church in Dauphin goes back 
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to the year 1927 when several local 
people requested Rev. Kutcher to come 
to Dauphin to hold a service. The 
service was held at the home of Mrs. 
Lubinecki and was entirely in the Ukrainian 
language. Prior to this all liturgical 
and religious books were written in the 
old Slavonic language which was barely 
understood by an average person. Rev. 
John Mayba after this became the first 
resident priest in Dauphin. 

There were at this time two other 
Ukrainian Orthodox churches in the 
surrounding district, one at Kosiw and 
one at Ashville, and the influence 
of these two congregations helped to 
mould together the congregation in Dauphin. 
The first organizational meeting was held 
February 10, 1929, and the first executive 
elected: A. Evachevsky, chairman; D. 
Senchuk, vice-chairman: M. Trendiak, 
secretary: M. Kuney, treasurer. 

On May 1, 1933 the congregation took 
a big step forward by beginning the building 
of its church, on property on Main street 
south. The carpenter in charge of con
struction was paid 35 cents an hour. 
and the members of the church donated 
their time to work with him. 

July 9, 1933 marked the historical 
event of the first Divine Liturgy in the 
church which was by then fully com
pleted on the outside. Officiating in the 
service was Very Rev. E. Hrytsyna, 
resident priest, and he was assisted by 
Very Rev. Dr. S. W. Sawchuk. 

As time went along, more and more 
people learned of the Orthodox church 
and faith, and became members of the 
church, with its faith for which the Ukrainian 
kings fought and for which Hetmans and 
thousands of Cossacks laid down their 
lives as they gallantly guarded their 
faith from hordes of enemies. By 1958 
the congregation realized that a 'larger 
church was needed, and began building 
the new church to accommodate the in
creasing congregation, with seating capacity 
for 350. The proposed cost was in the 
neighborhood of $17,000, but this figure 
later jumped to the sum of $100,000 
to have the church completed. 

Building plans started during the time 



of Rev. Taras Slawchenko; after he left 
to accept a call to Sudbury, Ontario., 
Rev. M. Olesiuk came to the pastorate 
in 1960. 

The cornerstone for the new church 
was laid in 1959, with most of the 140-
family congregation at the service. The 
church is in the same design as churches 
of Eastern Europe, with the three domes 
symbolic of Eastern church culture. 
Raised in August 1962, these domes are 
constructed of fibre glass. with the 
copper effect protected from the elements 
by a clear plastic coating-the first to be 
made by a Winnipeg plastic firm- and the 
three white crosses on top of the domes, 
also of fibre glass, are symbolic of 
Greek churches. 

The congregation members succeeded 
in paying for their new church within 
an eight-year period. Since 1966, carvings 
and symbolic features have been com
pleted inside the church, and the building 
of the Ikonostas undertaken to complete 
the entire project. A much appreciated 
gift of Carillon chime bells was received 
from the Michael Demchuks, original 
members in May 1969. 

At present the congregation numbers 
225 families. Parish priest is Rev. E. 
Stefaniuk, who came to Dauphin in the 
fall of 1968. 

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Canada 
is governed by democratic principles where 
clergy and laity have a voice in the 
affairs of the church. The highest ruling 
authority of the church is the Sobor, 
which is convened regularly every five 
years. The members of each congregation 
are the owners of their properties and 
are responsible for the well-being of 
their congregations. 

The head of the church in Canada is 
His Grace Metropolitan Ilarion of Winni
peg. The church has three diocese and 
four Bishops in Canada; and has the 
only Ukrainian Orthodox seminar in the 
world for the training of young men for 
the priesthood, at St. Andrew's College 
on the University of Manitoba campus 
in Winnipeg, of which Very Rev. Dr. S. 
W. Sawchuk is principal. 

BETHEL TABERNACLE 

The Pentecostal Church started in 
Dauphin on Third Avenue SW, with Rev. 
Wilfred Taylor as pastor, in the year 
1929. Mr. Taylor was pastor for ten 
years, then Rev. Ralph Hornby became 
pastor. 

By 1940 the church facilities were not 
large enough to accommodate the con
gregation. The Pentecostal members 
agreed to purchase the church building and 
property owned and used by the Presby
terian church prior to joining with the 
Methodist church as Dauphin United 
Church. This building served as the Pen
tecostal church until it was destroyed 
by fire in 1947. 

This property, at the corner of Main 
street and Fourth avenue NW, was sold 
to the Dominion government for the 
site of the Federal building. Property 
near Fifth avenue NE on Main street 
was purchased by the Pentecostal con
gregation, and the new church which 
was built was called Bethel Tabernacle. 

The present pastor is Rev. L. E. 
Rosenfelt. 

DAUPHIN CHURCH OF CHRIST 

The Church of Christ had its beginnings 
in Dauphin in 1946 when the L.P. John
son family moved here. This family met 
with others from outlying points, in 
their home. Bible camps were held 
during the summer months. 

The Church of Christ began to meet 
publicly as a congregation in 1962, 
at the old Elks hall. Services and Bible 
study periods were conducted by W.E. Hart 
and Ron Kalinchuk. These two men were 
providing the leadership to a small 
group of dedicated Christian followers. 

In 1963 the church obtained the full
time services of Glen Dods, who worked 
as minister with the congregation until 
1968. During the same period~ the church 
had two other full-time ministers, L.E. 
"Bill" Williams, and Emerson Goud. Mr. 
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Williams left the Presbyterian church 
where he was minister to become 
minister of the Dauphin Church of Christ. 

In May 1966 the church opened its 
permanent meeting place at 378 River 
avenue east. This modern, functional 
building has served as meeting place 
for worship, Bible school, Vacation 
Bible school, and Bible lecture series. 
Several outstanding preachers from the 
United States and Canada have delivered 
Bible messages to the people of this 
community. 

At present George Schuster is mllll
ster of the Dauphin congregation of the 
church. 

GRACE BIBLE CHURCH 

Grace Bible Church, originally known as 
Dauphin Bible Mission, had its beginning 
in June 1947. As no pastor was immediately 
available. William Wright. a Canadian 
Sunday school mission worker in the 
vicinity. gave willingly of his time and 
with the help of Rev. Walter Shunk, 
then director of practical work in Winnipeg 
Bible Institute, evening services were 
carried on in a home on Sixth avenue 
SW. 

The Sunday school started with five 
children and seven adults. In September 
1947, the present location of Grace 
Bible church was purchased. on Ninth 
avenue SW. 

On October 30. 1947 Rev. L. M. Gillett 
and family arrived to take over pastoral 
duties. In November the dedication of the 
building took place and at the same time 
became officially affiliated with the 
Associated Gospel Churches of Canada. 
Rev. Orville Swenson. vice-principal of 
Briercrest Bible Institute and chairman 
of the western branch of Associated 
Gospel Churches. was present for the 
occasion. 

The following year the group. numbering 
between 20 and 25, purchased the manse 
located at 103 Fifth avenue SW. During 
the years of Pastor Gillett's ministry, 
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several successful summer Vacation Bible 
schools were held with an attendance 
of 80-90. At the close of eight years 
of ministry, the Sunday school had a 
roll call of 50 - 60. 

In August 1956, Rev. and Mrs. W.E. 
Streight were called to the pastorate. 
During the next four years, continued 
growth was obvious as the manse and 
church were completely freed of debt, 
and many improvements made to the 
building facilities. During this time the 
Sunday school attendance climbed to 
near the 100 mark. 

In October 1959. Pastor and Mrs. L. 
Redinger came to the congregation from 
Lousana, Alberta. Increases in church 
and Sunday school attendance merited 
a building project completed in 1961, 
doubling the size of the building to 
add six new classrooms. a pastor's study 
and baptistry facilities. The original 
part of the building was completely re
decorated. 

A capacity congregation witnessed the 
dedication of the expanded Grace Bible 
Church building on Sunday, April 23, 
1961. A fifty-voice choir chosen from 
the 160-member Sunday school was in 
attendance at the morning service, and 
a 24-voice choir sang for the evening 
service. Rev. D. Hogman of Parkside 
Church offered the prayer of dedication 
and Rev. R. Bourke of Moose Jaw. Sask. 
was guest speaker for both services. 

Rev. Dr. M. P. Estabrooks and Mrs. 
Estabrooks succeeded the Redingers. 
Rev. and Mrs. J. Vanderveen came to 
the Dauphin pastorate in the summer of 
1969. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A group of families in the Dauphin 
area. with the name Hope Lutheran 
Church. were served by visiting pastors 
prior to 1963. Services were held in the 
same manner for a group of Lutheran 
families in the Sifton district. 

From these two parent groups was 



established Trinity Lutheran Church on 
October 5, 1963. Trinity Lutheran is a 
part of the American Lutheran church. 

Pastor M. Predstrup accepted the call 
from Denmark as the first pastor of 
Trinity Lutheran. During his ministry in 
Dauphin a new church building was 
erected on the corner of Mountain road 
and Kirby avenue. 

Pastor David Kaiser arrived at Trinity 
Lutheran in August 1965. after Pastor 
Predstrup had returned to Denmark. The 
present pastor is Pastor Dennis Morreim, 
a native of Albert Lea. Minnesota. who 
was ordained into the ministry in June 
1969 and came to Dauphin in August of 
that year. 

Trinity Lutheran is a fairly new part 
of Dauphin's history, but its roots go 
back in time Jo men and women who 
thought it good to worship their God. 
And from this desire for worship grew 
a church serving the community of Dauphin. Present St. Paul's Anglican Church. 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
St. George 

Present Dauphin First Baptist Church. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

Public Affairs And Communications 

DAUPHIN REPRESENTATIVES 
TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 

(Since Dauphin Federal Constituency 
created in 1903) 

Theodore A. Burrows, Liberal - 1905-1908 
Glen Campbell, Conservative - 1908-1911 
Robert Cruise. Liberal - 1911-1921' 
William J. Ward. Progressive - 1922-

1930 . 
James L. Bowman, Conservative - 1930-

1935 . . 
William J. Ward. Liberal-Progressive -

1936-1945 . . . . 
Fred S. Zaplitny, CCF -1945-1949 
William J. Ward, Liberal-Progressive -

1949-1953 
Fred S. Zaplitny, CCF - 1953-1958 .... 
R. Elmer Forbes, Progressive Conserva

tive-1958-1968' . 
W. Gordon Ritchie, Progressive Conserv

ative - 1968-

. Re-elected in 1917 on Government 
(Unionist) ticket. 

. . Re-elected in 1925 and in 1926 as 
Liberal-Progressive. 

. Elected Speaker of House of Com
mons in January, 1935. Appointed to 
Privy Council of Canada in December 
1949. 

1965. 

. Re-elected in 1940. 
. Re-elected in 1957. 

. . . Re-elected in 1962. 1963. 

DAUPHIN REPRESENTATIVES 
TO MANITOBA LEGISLATURE 

Theodore A. Burrows, Liberal - 1892-1903 
(re-elected in 1896. and in 1899) 
John R. Gunne, Conservative ~ 1903-1907 
John A. CampbelL Liberal-1907-1910 
James G. Harvey, Conservative - 1910-1914 
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William Buchannon, Conservative 
1914-1915 

William J. Harrington, Liberal - 1915-1920 
George H. Palmer. Labor -1920-1922 
Archibald Esplen, Liberal-1922-1927 
Robert G. Ferguson, Conservative - 1927-

1932 
Robert Hawkins, Liberal - 1932-1949 .. 

(re-elected 1936, 1941, 1945) 
Ernest N. McGirr. Conservative - 1949-
1953 ... 
William L. Bullmore, Social Credit - 1953-

1958 .. 
Stewart E. McLean. Progressive-Conser-

vative 0958-1969' (re-elected 
1959, 1962, 1966) 
· Theodore A. Burrows was appointed 

Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba on Oct
ober 25. 1926, and served until January 25. 
1929. 

· . Chosen Speaker of the House in 1937 
and was re-appointed in 1941 and 1945. 
Elected as Coalition member in 1941 and 
1945. 

· . . Elected as Coalition member. 
withdrew from Coalition in 1950. 

· . . . Became Independent in 1957 . 
· . . . . Member of Cabinet from 1958-

1969: Minister of Education. Attorney-Gen
eraL Minister of Public Works, Minister of 
Public Utilities, Minister of Transporta
tion . 

DAUPHIN JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Dauphin has been a judicial centre 
for the north-western part of Manitoba 
since 1881. An act was passed May 
25, 1881 dividing the province into three 
judicial districts-Western, Central and 
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Eastern-and Dauphin was assigned the 
Western. 

. In the Western judicial centre were 
mcluded Souri~ River, Turtle Mountain, 
B~a!ldon, Denms, Shoal Lake, Minnedosa, 
RIdmg Mountain, Russell, Duck Mountain 
and Dauphin. 

By ~h~ ter~s of that act the province 
was dIVIded mto counties for judicial pur
poses ~nd the County of Dauphin included 
townshIps 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 in ranges 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21 and 22; and all the terri
t~ry north of that area within the pro
vmce and west of Lake Winnipegosis. 

. In .1883 the boundaries of this judicial 
dIstnc~ were extended so that they then 
compnsed townships 19 to 44 in ranges 
17 to 22 west, both inclusive. 

In 1913 the boundaries were redefined 
~o ~h.at ~auphin became the centre of the 
JudIcIal dIstrict known as Northern; in 1916 
the Northern district was divided into 
two. .districts and named the Northern 
J~dIC~al District and the Dauphin Judicial 
DIstnct. 

The Dauphin Judicial District included' 
the rural municipalities of Dauphin. Eth-

elbert, Gilbert Plains, Grandview. Hills
burg. Lawrence. Minitonas. Mossey River. 
McCreary, Ochre River. Ste. Rose. Shell 
River, Swan River: the towns of Dauphin. 
Grandview and Swan River and the vil
lages of Roblin, Gilbert Plains and Win
nipegosis. It also included all the organ
ized area lying north of township 23 and 
west of range 9 west, and all the area 
ad~ed to the province after May 15, 1912 
WhICh would include the town of The Pas 
as incorporated, plus the unorganized area 
in township 21 in range 13 west and town
ship 22 in ranges 10, 11, 12 and 13 west. 

By an order-in-council in 1952 Dauphin 
Judicial District was divided into two 
districts, the Northern Division of the 
Dauphin Judicial District, and the Southern 
Division of the Dauphin Judicial District. 

By 1954 the boundaries of the District 
were, roughly, the northern boundary of 
the province south on the west boundary 
to township 24, and on the east boundary 
in a zig-zag fashion following a south 
westerly direction around Riding Mountain 
until the line meets up again on the 
western boundary. In layman's language, 
it now stretches approximately north of 
Mafeking, west to the Saskatchewan border 
east to between the lakes, south to Glencairn 
and up and around the north edge of the 
Riding Mountain National Park. 
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In April 1965 a consolidation of county 
court districts was effected to make 
two, Dauphin and Swan River-where prior 
to this there were six. Gilbert Plains. 
Ethelbert, Swan River, Ste. Rose, Roblin 
and Dauphin. 

First Justices of Peace in Dauphin, 

trars since have been John E. Ramsden, 
appointed in 1938 and Wilfred A. Finch, 
1961; deputies of these registrars have 
been W. T. Bowen and Fred J. 
Mills. 

Following is a list of lawyers who 
established well-known practices in 

Federal Building - 1955 

in 1915 and 1916, were Archibald 
Bennett. Jos. Wm. Stanley Skinner, and 
George C. J. Walker. John Watson was 
the first Sheriff and he was followed 
by H. V. Smith, W. J. Hilton and K D. 
Deans. 

Magistrates over the years have been 
A.E. Munson, K. G. Chard, Robert Hawkins 
and Thomas Little. Edward W. Hawkins. 
Q.C.. served as Magistrate from 1957 
to 1963. After his resignation the first 
full-time magistrate was appointed in the 
person of C. S. A. Rogers. Q.C. F. M. Man
waring was named to the post in 1967. 

Joseph Ryan officiated as the first 
County Court Judge. He was succeeded 
by Judge Gregory Barrett. With opening 
of the Dauphin Judicial District in 1917 
A.L. Bonnycastle was appointed County 
Court Judge of the Judicial district and 
local judge of the Court of King's Bench. 
Following him in this position have been 
Judge F.E. Simpson, Judge J. W. Arsenych. 
Judge D. A. Ross and in 1967 Judge L. 
P. Ferg. 

In 1912 Dauphin was made the centre 
of a Land Titles District and H.N. Mac
neill, early pioneer who had established 
a law practice here, was appointed the 
Registrar for the district. Other Regis-
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Dauphin prior to 1925: James G. Harvey, 
KC., 1896; A. Maughan, 1896; A. E. Wilkes, 
1897; J. A. Campbell, 1899; E. J. Bawdon, 
1905; F. E. Simpson, KC .. 1907; H. N. 
Macneill, 1908; J.L. Bowman, KC., 1908; 
J.N. McFadden, Q.C., 1911; E.N. McGirr, 
Q.C., 1914; Richard C. Smith, 1916; 
John E. Ramsden, 1919; C.S.A. Rogers, 
Q.C., 1919; Alexander Katz, K.C. 1919; 
C. D. Bates. 1919; L. A. Masterman. 1921; 
A. T. Warnock, Q.C., 1924; Isaac C. John
ston, Q.C., 1924. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Policing of the town of Dauphin has 
been seen as an essential service provided 
for the residents since the time of the first 
village council. The need for law enforce
ment was recognized in By-law No. 2 
passed at the first meeting September 1, 
1898 when Joseph Landers was appointed 
constable. The town's by-law also provided 
for curfew. and licensing regulations 
started with a license by-law for dogs. 

Complete records of Dauphin's police 
force could be compiled only by going 
through the appointment by-laws at the 
beginning of each year. Extracts that 
have been published on various occasions 
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1f2'ense 

Bill McClernon's 1913 Motor Vehicle 
License 

(particularly in "Out of the Past" columns 
of the Dauphin Herald) tell us that in 
1905 John Tidsbury was appointed night 
watchman of the town; and that James 
Toner was chief constable in 1919. H.B. 
Everett served as chief constable for 
several years up to 1926, and from 1926 
to 1933 George R. Smith; during this 
same period town constables were J.W. 
O'Brien and James Graham. The next 
chief constable, James Anderson was 
in ~harge of law enforcement up t~ 1942, 
assIsted by constable Graham. With the 
provincial police in this district before 
the Roval Canadian Mounted Police took 
over policing in Manitoba was H. U. 
Green, who later joined the RCMP force 
(and who was well known as a writer 
under the name of Tony Lascelles). 

By 1941 a time of population boom for 
Dauphin, with two large RCAF training 
schools in the vicinity-it was difficult to 
obtain the additional men required to 
meet the needs of the growing community. 
Council decided to enter into an agree
ment with the Dominion government to 
have a detachment of the RCMP look 
after the police work, being one of the 
first towns in Manitoba to have such 
a contract. 

The RCMP took over policing of the 
town under an agreement adopted by 
town council on December 11, 1941 and 
effective at the beginning of 1942. Three 
co~stables were assigned to town super
VISIOn work with Cpl.. later Sgt. Max 
C. Scheer, in charge of the new station 
u~til 1952. He ws succeeded by Sgt. Barry 
LIttlewood. Sgt. Gordon Shook, Sgt. 
George Crawford, Sgt. Raymond H. Brad
ford. and Sgt. Robert G. Allen since 1967. 

Headquarters of the town detachment 
are in the former town police office and 
civic administration offices in the old 
town hall building. The size of the policing 
force was increased in 1964 to six con
~tables, one corporal and the sergeant 
mcommand. 

The Dauphin Subdivision of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police was formed 
in April 1932 upon the amalgamation of 
the former Manitoba Provincial Police 
with the RCMP. The subdivision operates 
under "D" division headquarters in Winnipeg 
-with offices upstairs in the post office 
building on Second avenue NW until 
1955 when the new Federal building pro
vided larger quarters on the second floor. 

First officer commanding the Dauphin 
subdivision was Inspector E.G. Frere; 
he has been followed by Inspectors H.M. 
Fowell, J. M. Bella, C.N.K. Kirk, W.H. 
Nevin, P.B. Cox, J.H. McClinton, J. A. 
Stevenson, S. W. Joinson, W. B. Irving, 
K. J. Parkins and W.G. Buchanan. 

Detachments of the subdivision are 
located at Amaranth, Roblin, Dauphin, 
Ethelbert, McCreary, Ste. Rose du Lac, 
Swan River, Winnipegosis, Churchill, 
Flin Flon, Island Falls (Saskatchewan), 
Kississing, Lynn Lake, Snow Lake, The 
Pas and Wabowden. 

The subdivision supervises all law 
enforcement activities of the RCMP in 
that portion of the province north of the 
Riding Mountain National Park and west 
of Lake Dauphin including a small portion 
of the North-West Terfitories. In addition, 
it is responsible for the policing of the 
municipalities of Dauphin, Flin Flon and 
Swan River, and the local government 
district of Lynn Lake. 
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Post Office· 1908 (Town Civic Building since 1956) 

COMMUNICATIONS 

POSTAL SERVICE 

Postal service was established in 
Dauphin in 1896. Prior to 1890 mail 
delivery was a hit and miss affair. At 
that time quantities of letters and news
papers were allowed to accumulate at the 
Hudson's Bay post at Elphinstone, until 
some traveller coming to this district 
consented to assist the government and bring 
the mail with him. 

In 1890 the government recognized 
the settlement of Dauphin and built a 
trail (known as the Strathclair Trail) 
over the Riding mountain. The same 
year a mail route was established, and 
the mail brought from Strathclair, through 
the mountain past Lake Audy to Dauphin. 

David McIntosh was appointed first 
postmaster and first mail driver. It 
was his duty to drive the four-horse 
stage coach over the hazardous trail. 
Postoffices sprang up in the settlement, 
at Gartmore, Lake Dauphin, Rigby, Gilbert 
Plains and other points. The mail was 
brought to them weekly by stage coach. 

Samuel Chatwin was driving the stage 
coach in 1896 from Gartmore to Neepawa. 
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The months of April, May and June 
were particularly wet that year, rains 
swelled the rivers which washed away 
bridges, and the roads were heavy with 
mud. It became necessary for him to 
hire men to help him repair the bridges 
or make floats by which he could cross 
the rivers; he was compelled to rent 
extra horses to put on two teams in 
order that the Queen's mail would get 
through. As a result of all this expenditure 
his salary did not cover the expenses 
of the month, never mind any wages 
for himself; the last straw was losing 
one of his horses as a result of the 
hardship it had endured. He wrote to 
the Postmaster-General in Ottawa asking 
for compensation for the expenses incurred. 
The letter was referred to the Post 
office inspector who in turn contacted 
postmasters along the mail route. A letter 
on file dated September 4, 1898 from the 
inspector, W.W. McLeod, recommended 
that Mr. Chatwin be re-imbursed $269.75 
the amount requested. With his submission 
to Ottawa he included letters from the 
drivers at Orange Ridge, Fosbery, Glen
smith, Norgate and Eden, as well as 
the postmasters at Neepawa and Gartmore. 

The arrival of the railroad complicated 
matters. The post office at Gartmore and 
the office at Lake Dauphin were moved 



to the railhead of Dauphin. A new post
master, Thomas Iredale, was appointed 
postmaster for the new settlement of 
Dauphin. Thus Dauphin had three post
masters at one time- Lake Dauphin, 
David McIntosh; Gartmore, Percy H. 
Chipman; Dauphin, Thomas Iredale. On 
April 1, 1897 the situation was cleared 
up, Lake Dauphin and Gartmore post 
offices closed the day prior to the opening 
of the Dauphin post office to serve 
approximately 200-250 patrons. 

The first Dauphin postoffice was on 
Burrows avenue near the corner of 
Main street. It was a tiny building and 
inside of three months a new frame 
building was under construction on the 
site of the present civic administration 
offices. 

With accommodation for 66 lock boxes 
and 184 call boxes, besides general 
delivery, the post office was adequate 
for the times but this is more than could 
be said for the mail service. The rail
road had been established for six months 
and ran bi-weekly service from the south 
-yet the mail continued to come in by 
stage from Neepawa once a week. Petitions 
and deputations to the Post Office depart
ment finally brought results: The mail 

franchise was taken from the stage 
coach and given to the railroad. 

In 1908 another major change was 
made in the post office when the govern
ment erected a large, three-storey red 
brick building on Burrows avenue. 
This building served until 1929 when 
increased mail volume made more space 
necessary. An extension of 25 feet was 
added to the rear, and the third floor· 
raised so it could be used for living 
quarters. 

In July 1947 another change took place 
in the mail service. A franchise was 
granted to the Canadian Pacific Air
lines to carry mail, and ten years later 
to TransAir Limited, successor to CPA 
for Dauphin and northern service. 

The Federal Building, officially 
opened on January 22, 1955 houses the 
post office today on Main street property 
at Fourth avenue NW. Charles Snyder 
with many years of service to the 
Dauphin post office cut the official ribbon 
that day with justifiable pride. Along with 
the up-to-date postal facilities, the building 
contains the offices of the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police, Veterans' Affairs, 

161 
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Department of Citizenship and Immigration, 
Department of Indian Affairs. 

Carrier delivery service was instituted 
in 1962, making Dauphin mail service 
on par with the cities. 

Robert Cruise had the first contract 
for rural postal delivery throughout the 
district when the one central post office 
was established in 1897, with Fred Davis 
(later of Gilbert Plains) carrying this 
mail under the new system. 

Since the post office opened in 1897 there 
have been nine postmasters: Thomas Ire
dale (1897-1907); Albert E. Iredale 
(1907-1942); the post office was under 
the supervIsIOn of the senior clerK, 
Harold Atkins, from 1942-1943; David 
Justice (1943-1950); J.A. Cressy 0950-
1951); J. R. Newell, acting from 1951-
1952; J.L.T. Simmons 1952-1955; W. J. 
Quick (1955-1967); Joseph Zaboraki from 
1967. 

CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS 

With Dauphin's rich farming area having 
been served nearly three-quarters of a 
century by Canadian National Railways, 
it is more than interesting for our 
Centennial year of 1970 to turn back 
the pages of time to when its first 
rail links were inaugurated. 
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Who could have known then that the 
small insignificant section of track from 
Gladstone to Dauphin and Winnipegosis 
was to be the start of L 1O,OOO-mile 
railway empire which spanned the Dom
inion within a decade? 

For this tiny stretch of rail, known 
as the Lake Manitoba Railway, became the 
nucleus of the mighty Canadian Northern 
Railway, now part of the Canadian National 
Railways, an immense operation wrought 
by the genius of those two great Canadian 
promoters, Sir William Mackenzie and Sir 
Donald Mann. 

Dauphin's rail history begins in 1889 
when Lake Manitoba Railway and Canal 
Company obtained authority to build 
a line via north-western Manitoba to 
Tidewater on Hudson Bay. The Tyrell 
survey as it was known reported in 1889-
in enthusiastic terms - on the 'Park 
Belt' and the prospects of this area led 
to the incorporation of the LMR and G 
company, with authority to improve the 
channels of the Manitoba-Winnipegosis 
Lake chain, and to build portage rail
ways to link up this waterway with the 
Nelson river to the east and with the 
North Saskatchewan river to the west. 

In spite of healthy backing in federal 
land grants 00 square miles, 6,400 
acres) for every mile of main line. the 
project did not prosper, and it was not 
until Mackenzie and Mann obtained con-
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trol of the company and its charter in 1896 
that work began to go ahead. 

One history of Canadian National Rail
ways, by G. R. Stevens, records that on 
January 29, 1896 Mackenzie and Mann 
without formal association took possess
ion of the Lake Manitoba Railway and 
Canal Company. With it they acquired an 
item unlisted on the inventory but des
tined to be of incalcuable value to them-
a part-time auditor named David Blythe 
Hanna. They made him Superintendent of 
the railway they were about to build. In 
two meetings, each of which was said to 
have lasted less than five minutes, they 
subscribed $195,000 in cash, let a con
struction contract to themselves and de
clared the subscription lists of the com
pany to be closed. Within a matter of 
weeks they had floated a bond issue, 
obtaining a provincial guarantee on 
$1,000,000 at $8,000 a mile. By April 
construction was underway from Glad
stone on the Manitoba and North Western 
Railway towards the well settled districts 
around Lake Dauphin. 

Eighty-five miles of line were con
structed in 1896, and the first passenger 
train was operated on December 15 of 
that year from Gladstone to Dauphin. 
Here are the comments of the Dauphin 
Pioneer-Press editor on this far-reach
ing development, in the issue of Novem
ber 4,1896: 

'Before another issue of the Pioneer
Press reaches our readers the railway 
will have been completed to the town of 
Dauphin, which by most people has been 
looked on as the objective point, and by 
many as the Mecca where ended their 
pilgrimage in search of a location which 
should bear all the features that make it 
desirable.' 

'To one and all, to the newcomer who 
had decided to settle here and take hold 
in the new country to try and knock out 
a living, and to the hardy pioneer who 
came 'over the mountain' via Strathclair 
or through the muskeg and bush of . the 
Neepawa route, and endured the hard
ships ana deprivations. the roughing it 
and the 'do-without' of frontier life; the 
actual arrival of the railway marks an 
epoch in their history not soon forgotten 
or lightly remembered. 
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'Of course of these, the 'old-timers' 
the hardy grizzled veterans who have 
freighted over the rough roads, grubbed 
roots out of the breaking, hauled house 
logs from the bush and put in a general 
all-round hard time of it, are the men 
to whom the coming of railway facilities 
will mean the most. They and their wives 
and families have put in years of the 
best part of their lives in this district 
practically isolated from the rest of the 
province, enjoying none of the comforts 
and conveniences of civilization which 
were every-day affairs to all other 
Manitobans. Certainly they did not have 
to come here; but that is no argument, 
for the fact of such a large and com
paratively thriving settlement existing, 
shut in from the outside world and lacking 
all the usual means of realizing on the 
fruits of their industry is itself a proof 
that great natural advantages must exist 
here to offset the many disadvantages 
people must submit to in settling here." 

The first timetable of the Lake Man
itoba Railway and Canal company was 
dated January 1, 1897, and shows that 
a mixed train was operated twice a week 
in each direction, running rights being 
secured between Portage la Prairie and 
Gladstone over the lines of the Manitoba 
and North Western Railway. 

In those days it took 6% hours to travel 
from Portage la Prairie to Dauphin. 
However, railroading wasn't such an 
enviable job either for the staff or for 
the superintendent who had some pretty 
exacting duties. One incident well 
illustrates the rugged side of pioneer 
railroading. 

One bitterly cold night in February 
1897, the train was enroute from Dauphin 
to Gladstone and Portage la Prairie when 
the engine broke down near Glenella. 
The temperature was an extremely un
pleasant 30 below zero and it was already 
midnight. 

Nearby lived a recently arrived settler, 
who was awakened by the superintendent 
(who travelled on all the trains), for 
the purpose of getting a ride to Plumas, 
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13% miles away, where he could tele
graph for help. Sitting in the bottom of 
a wagonbox set on a home-made jumper 
sleigh, the settler and superintendent 
drove off over the trail-less expanse of 
snow. Although there was not even a star 
to guide them, the settler asserted that 
he knew the way well. After three
quarters of an hour of aimless driving, 
however, he admitted they were lost. 

The horses came to the rescue. Left 
to themselves they brought the sleigh 
back to the helpless train in half an 
hour. This experience in the freezing cold 
would have discouraged most, but the 
superintendent was obviously a man of 
resolution. He decided to walk alone 
along the tracks to Plumas. His lamp 
went out after a mile; he had to crawl 
on all fours across the ice-coated surface 
of the bridge across the Jumping Deer 
River; yet he succeeded in arriving, half
frozen, at Plumas by 5:30 a.m. 

Another locomotive was sent out from 
Portage to rescue the disabled engine 
at Glenella. Only then was the superin
tendent able to go to bed. 

The Lake Manitoba Railway to Winnipeg
osis (123 miles north of Gladstone) 
was completed to Winnipegosis and opened 
for trqffic January 3, 1897. As Stevens' 
history tells it, this had been a typical 
frontier enterprise, characterized by drive 
and "make-do": it was so much in tune 

with the routines of the countryside that 
the settlers along the line took it to 
their hearts and "chipped in", helping in the 
grading, handling the loads and providing 
free labor as though it were a community 
project. Mackenzie and Mann recipro
cated in kind; in the spring of 1897 they 
bought 3,000 bushels of seed grain in 
Winnipeg, cleaned and sacked it and dis
tributed it to the farmers at Dauphin 
with their compliments. It was the first 
seed grain ever brought into the dis
trict. 

There was only sufficient rolling stock 
for one mixed train; of its operations 
D.E. Hanna wrote: "Service was our motto; 
we had more stopping places to the ten 
miles I think than any railway in the world. 
Only a few of them were on the time
table. Over most of the route where 
settlement was beginning we put down and 
took up passengers and way-freight to 
suit our pleasure. For 72 miles from 
Plumas to Dauphin we had no telegraph 
station." 

To substitute the image of a railway 
as a community servant for the generally 
accepted caricature of it as a bully 
beyond the law proved rewarding. In 
the eyes of the Dauphin Lake settlers 
the iron horses were neighborly work 
teams whose masters could do no wrong. 
Even accidents bred no ill will but could 
be turned to profitable account. as witness 
another of D.B. Hanna's anecdotes: 

"A little north of Plumas a heifer was 
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caught by the cow-catcher, and had her 
legs broken. The superintendent happened 
to be on the train, also a brakeman who 
had been a butcher. The heifer was useless 
to the farmer except as beef, for which 
his claim on the company would make 
a low allowance. The train was halted 
while the brakeman-butcher killed and 
dressed the heifer-the passengers sur
rounding the operation. The carcass was 
sold to the contractor and the hide was 
turned into the ordinary channels of trade; 
the farmer's claim was paid in full from 
the receipts for the meat and hide, and 
four dollars were carried into the treas
ury." 

The first year's running of the Lake 
Manitoba Railway line through to 
Winnipegosis, though fraught with many 
difficulties, demonstrated to Mackenzie 
and Mann that with economical management 
the earnings could pay both working 
expenses and fixed charges. The 
experience thus gained was adopted as 
a policy and the two great pioneers 
applied it to all the small stretches of 
track they acquired and built, welding 
them into the great Canadian Northern 
system--which became part of Canadian 
National Railways in 1918. So it can 
truly be said that Dauphin played an 
important part in the history of Canada's 
railway development. 

The CNR line from Dauphin to Canora 
was built a little later, the first section 
of track to Grandview being built in 
1900. The Dauphin roundhouse was com
pleted in 1908, and the CNR station was 
built in 1912. 

Extension of railroad service to Northern 
Manitoba was undertaken by the Can
adian National Railways in the 1920's 
-and the building of the Hudson Bay 
Railway to the port of Churchill, completed 
in 1928, was to have far-reaching bene
fits to the railroading centre of Dauphin 
some 40 years later when the emphasis 
in railway service turned to the opening 
up of Manitoba's North. 

The year 1960 had its nostalgic moments 
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Last Steam Engine out of Dauphin April 
1960 

for old-time railroaders of Dauphin. On 
April 25, with the completion of its 
deiselization program, locomotive 6043 
made the last steam run for the Canadian 
National Railways, pulling train No. 76 
from The Pas to Winnipeg- a final run 
which marked the close of the steam 
locomotive era on the CN system, a 
period during which, through the strength 
of steam, the country expanded from small 
settlements to a thriving network of 
cities from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 

Excerpts from the Dauphin Herald 
write-up of this event read: On Monday 
April 25 at 8:30 the long whistle of the 
last of the CN's steam railroad engines 
announced the arrival in the station yard 
of locomotive 6043, on its way to Winnipeg 
and retirement as a museum piece ... 
Sadie and Bill Esplen as little children 
saw the first locomotive in early December 
1896, the new railroad crossing the corner 
of her father's farm one mile east of 
Dauphin ... In 1960 they saw the departure 
of the last steam engine, from the large 
frame farmhouse that succeeded the little 
log house of pioneer days." 

In the fall of 1960 came the announce
ment that the roundhouse, no longer in 
use since the steam locomotives had 
gone out of circulation, would be leased 
to the UGG grain company for grain 
storage (with a capacity of about a 
quarter of a million bushels), and a 
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portion to Manitoba Hydro for storage 
of materials. This new role lasted until 
1966, when the town of Dauphin entered 
into negotiations to purchase the round
house and most of the property in that 
vicinity, for conversion into a public 
works garage and town yard for storing 
public works materials, a project com
pleted in 1969. 

Then, in December 1960, came the welcome 
announcement that Dauphin had been 
selected as the supervisory headquarters 
for the CN's new Hudson Bay Area
taking in the Canadian National's lines 
in Northern Manitoba and the north
eastern part of Saskatchewan to form one 
of five areas in the CNR's new Prairie 
region. The Hudson Bay Area became 
operative on January 1, 1961, with Edward 
S. Barker as manager. He has since 
been succeeded by Ralph J. Hansen in 
1965; and Lorne M. Thomson in 1967. 

The designation of Dauphin as Hudson 
Bay Area headquarters has meant a com
plete renovation of the CN station offices; 
leasing of the one-time Rex Cafe building 
across the street, for sales offices; 
consolidation of the express and - freight 
services in the building on Main street 
and First avenue NE; and modernization 
of telecommunication facilities in a new 
building in the same vicinity. 

Today, the Canadian National Railways 
is still the key service industry in 
Dauphin. An average of more than 200 
employees work in the town of Dauphin, 
with an annual payroll of more than 
$1,500,000-a reflection of the progress 
mClde in the last 75 years. 

Since 
had the 
Dauphin: 

1896 this 
following 

vital industry 
superintendents 

has 
in 

As Canadian Northern Railways -D.B. 
Hanna 1896-1903; J.W. Dawsey 1904-1908; 
A. Wilcox 1909-1910; C.D. Fisher 1910-
1911; J. Irwin 1911-1918. 

As Canadian National Railways' division 
point (with amalgamation of Canadian 
Northern, Grand Trunk Pacific and other 
Canadian Government railways, December 
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20, 1918) - A. E. MacQonald, 1919-1920; 
T. J. Brown, 1921-1925; J. P. Johnson, 
1926-1927 (later President of the CNR 
Company); R. King 1928-1936; W. J. 
Donnally 1937-1938; Norman P. North 
1938-1940; W. G. Cunningham 1940-1941 ; 
S. F. Dingle, 1941 - 1942; F. J. Myers, 
1942-1948; A. R. Banner 1949-1955; 
E. S. Barker 1956-1958; S. J. Wise 
1959-1960. 

As Canadian National Hudson Bay Area 
(established January 1, 1961)-Managers, 
E. S. Barker 1961-1965; R. J. Hansen 
1965-1967; Lorne M. Thomson, since 
1967. 

First Telephone Office 

DAUPHIN TELEPHONE SERVICE 

The first telephone in the Dauphin 
dis trice was installed 65 years ago by 
the Bell Telephone Company of Canada. 
There were 14 subscribers when the 
telephone exchange was opened in 1905. 

The new "talking machine" was quickly 
accepted and when the Manitoba Govern
ment Telephones bought out Bell interests 
in Manitoba in 1908, some 400 Dauphin 
residents had signed up for service. Night 
telephone service was inaugurated shortly 
after and the popularity of the service 
continued to grow, necessitating placing 
an inspector here permanently (prior to 
that, Dauphin was serviced by a troubleman 
stationed at Neepawa). 

A telephone building was erected in 
1918 to accommodate the communication 
needs of the fast growing community. 
By 1921, local customers numbered over 



700. The one-storey telephone office was 
a landmark on Main street north, and 
old timers will recall that the well
kept grounds of this office frequently 
won MTS beautification awards. 

With the increasing demands for local 
and long distance telephone facilities, 
the Manitoba Telephone System con
structed a new, two-storey building in 
1953 to serve as a district telephone 
headquarters. The $240,000 telephone 
building on Third avenue NE was officially 
opened at midnight July 15, with Mayor 
W. L. Bullmore making the first long 
distance call to Premier D. L. Campbell. 
Local subscribers in 1953 numbered 
1,389. 

The equipment provided for a total 
of 2,000 automatic dial services for 
customers in the town of Dauphin. All 
dial customers began using 4-digit tele
phone numbers. The entire exchange 
equipment was designed to incorporate 
a modern development in telephone 
communications known as Inter-Toll 
dialing. By means of this system, the 
Dauphin operators were able to dial 
any telephone in Manitoba and other 
parts of the continent equipped for operator 
toll dialing. 

In November, 1961, the 540 Dauphin 
rural telephone customers were provided 
with dial service and 7-digit telephone 
numbers were introduced for the entire 
exchange. At this time there were 2,700 
customers in the town of Dauphin. 

Early 1970 records show 5,058 telephone 
customers served from the Dauphin 
exchange. 

BUS SERVICES 

The first bus service between Dauphin 
and Winnipeg was started in May 1929 
by Thomas J. Clark, with a 21-
passenger bus. 

For more than ten years Tom Clark 
and Felix "Phil" Geiler ran their bus 
depot business out of local garages. In 
these earlier years the Clark Trans-

portation service was operated by Tom 
Clark and Mel Hill, while the Manitoba 
Motor Transit was largely a local enter" 
prise headed by Phil Geiler. 

In 1942 Phil Geiler built the bus depot 
as a front addition to the Star Theatre 
which he purchased. During the war years 
the bus depot was operated by Hilliard 
Kidd until he went into the garage 
business in 1946. 

Today's bus services have greatly 
expanded, with the Greyhound Bus Lines 
operating three daily runs between Winnipeg 
and Edmonton through Dauphin; Manitoba 
.Motor Transit buses travelling between 
Dauphin and Brandon twice daily; and 
Grey Goose Bus Lines operating a new 
through-service between Winnipeg and Flin 
Flon twice daily, travelling through Dauphin 
via the new cause-way crossing the Lake 
Manitoba Narrows. 

RADIO, TELEVISION 

RADIO STATION CKDM 

The Dauphin community has been 
served by one or more newspapers since 
1896-two years before the incorporation 
of the Rural Municipality of Dauphin 
and the Village of Dauphin. 

It was not until 1951, however, that 
the benefits of a private radio broad
casting station were realized, with the 
opening of Radio Station CKDM. This 
advance into a new medium of communi
cation was made possible by the share
holders who incorporated the Dauphin 
Broadcasting Company on May 14,1950. 

The original directors of the company 
were Dr. Michael Potoski, William Cruise, 
Joseph C. Maillard, Robert P. Scott, 
A. Thomas Warnock, Basil Lazaruk, 
John Seale, Mrs. M. G. Peebles, David H. 
Sneddon and Kenneth Parton. 

The first president, Dr. Potoski 
served in this capacity from 1950 to 
1953, followed by Mrs. Peebles until 
1955; Mr. Warnock until 1966; Mr. Scott 
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until 1967; and Mr. Maillard until the 
present, 1970. Secretaries over this 
twenty-year period have included W. 
Atkinson, R. H. Wilson, A. T. Whelan, 
and Douglas R. Bond since 1958. 

Others who have served as directors: 
J. L. Tycholis, J. W. Monson, W. G. 
Booth, Mrs. Marion Warnock, Barrie 
Scott. The present directorate under 
Mr. Maillard includes Dr. Potoski, Mr. 
Cruise, Mrs. Warnock and Barrie Scott. 

The position of station manager has 
been held by J. Hugh Dunlop since 1961. 
Earlier managers were K. Wright, G. 
Hjalmarson, D. Hughes, D. Kearney, Mrs. 
M. G. Peebles, M. Hopkins, J. M. Hender
son, in that order. Jack Henderson is 
the "charter member" of the staff, having 
come to Dauphin with the start of oper
ations in 1951, as production manager. 

Broadcasting operations started in 1951 
at 1230 kilocycles and 250 watts, and in 
1955 the Board of Broadcast Governors 
granted a frequency of 1050 kilocycles 
and 1,000 watts. The choice frequency 
of 730 (on your dial) was granted in 
1957, and three years later in June 
1960 CKDM increased its power output 
from 1,000 to 10,000 watts to serve 
the wide area of north-western Manitoba 
and into Saskatchewan. 

CKOS-TV 

The advent of television reception in 
the Dauphin area was an historic mile
stone on June 24, 1960 when CKOS-TV 
commenced telecasting through what is now 
a four-channel set-up with studios at 
Yorkton. Dauphin is served by channel 
8, CKSS-TV. 

The Yorkton Television Co. Ltd., with 
Norman Roebuck president and Ronald 
Skinner manager, received authority from 
the Board of Broadcast Governors in 
July 1959 to supply television coverage 
to the Dauphin-Swan River areas. In 
Noyember of that year CKOS-TV became 
inter-connected to CBC trans-Canada 
microwave in order to carry the best 
known CBC programs. 
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Site for the transmitting tower is 
located 20 miles north of Grandview 
in the Duck Mountain forest reserve
with the 500-foot guyed television tower 
located on Baldy mountain, highest peak 
in Manitoba at 2,727 feet. 

Early Mode of Travel. 

Board of Trade party surveys Park high
way possibilities - 1929. 

Aerial View of Dauphin - 1955. 



CHAPTER EIGHT 

Comlnunity Services And Recreation 

THE DAUPHIN 
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 

Into the following narrative is woven 
the history of the growth and develop
ment of the town and district of Dauphin. 
In it. like shining silver threads, we 
see the lives of organizations and 
residents of this area intermingled, and 
woven into the beautiful pattern which 
is the history of the Dauphin Agricultural 
Society. 

Strongest and most shining are the 
threads of tremendous human effort which 
the men and women of the past 78 
years have put into the organization 
and retention of this movement because 
they believed in agriculture as an 
industry for this area, they believed 
in grain farming, in the dairy industry. 
in promoting more and better livestock. 
and. most of all. they believed in encourag
ing the youth of their day to learn to 
know and to love agricultural pursuits. 

Strongest, longest and most shining of 
all are the strands of continuous effort 
which some of the families. still living 
here, have contributed to the society. 
First there is the Strang family-Gavin 
Strang Sr. was the president just after 
the tum of the century, and son Bill 
joined the directorate in 1920. It was 
on the la~ter's farm that the first plowing 
match was held in 1919. 

Bill Strang became vice-president in 
1920 and held the office for 15 years 
with Dr. J. R. Gunne as president; Mr. 
Strang assumed the office of president 
in 1935 for nine years. After the 
institution of the Dauphin Memorial 
and Community Centre plan he chaired the 

building committee, and repeated on the' 
new grounds the effort he made on the 
old. He served as vice-president of the 
Western Canada Fairs Association, bringing 
honour to the Dauphin Society in thal 

area. 

The third generation of Strangs has 
been represented in the Dauphin 
Agricultural Society's activities by Betty 

Strang (Mrs. Jim Wallace)-daughter of 
Gavin Strang Jr., 'granddaughter of pioneer 
Gavin Strang. At an early age she owned, 
trained and exhibited her own light 
horse, under her influence the society 
improved its facilities for conducting 

the Light Horse Show which has become 
one of the main attractions of the Summer 
Fair. 

Cruise is another name which must 
go down in the annals of the organization. 
Back in 1905 Robert Cruise was on the 
directorate and in 1923 his son Bill 
joined and was active in one phase 
or another until 1959. More than 15 years 
saw him active on the Dauphin Memorial 
and Community Centre acting as chair
man for the greater part of that time, and 
along with Bill Strang supplying the act
ivity and initiative which saw the achieve
ment of that ambitious project. 

The Esplen name weaves in and out of 
the Society's story for 56 years. It 
was in 1903 that Archie Esplen commenced 
his association with the society; his daughter 
Lillian carried on the family tradition 
until 1959 when she retired. 

Tucker ranks high in linking the old 
and the new in the bistory of our society. 
Bert is serving his second term as 
president after serving over twenty years 
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as chairman of the committee in charge 
of cattle. It was in 1918 that his father 
Fred first joined the directorate. 

Providing a long and strong strand 
in the history is the name of McKillop 

John first joined the organization in 1918 
to start an affiliation which was to last 
37 years, and culminate in a life member
ship in 1956. In 1969, at the Summer 
Fair his fellow-members gave official 
recognition to his long and loyal service 
in another way, as their honored guest 
at the official opening. It was on the 
youth training program and the livestock 
that John directed his activities. 

Bruce Goodhand, 25 years on the 
directorate from 1926 to 1951, provided 
a strong thread in the cloth of the history 
interesting himself in every department. 
The light horse show and the race horse 
program were dearest to his heart, 
and under this chairmanship these 
committees promoted exhibitions which 
were second to none in Manitoba. He 
spent some time on the grounds and 
buildings committee and saw the race 
track improved to where it was known 
as one of the best in the province. 
His valuable service was recognized with 
a life membership in 1951. 

Don Dunfield joined the directorate 
in 1928 and has spent many years 
furthering the youth training program. 
He became a life member in 1964. 

In 1931 Fred McLaughlin became a 
member, and 1969 finds son Bert active 
in the horses'· program as chairman of 
that committee. 

Roszell is another name which pioneered 
in the society's activities. Nathan Roszell 
was a 1906 member. and son Uriah 
continued the association until 1956. Mrs. 
Roszell served on the industrial hall 
committee as well as promoting the work 
of the sister society, the Horticultural 
Society. 

Howard Campbell piloted the Agricul
tural Society through the difficult years 
of adjustment with the Dauphin Memorial 
and Community Centre project, spent 12 
years at the head of the organization 
after many years on the sheep and swine 
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committee. A life membership was pre
sented to him in 1964. 

Life membership recognition, which 
speaks for itself of devoted service, has 
also been accorded Theodore Bodnar, 
Mrs. A. J. McPhee, Walter Durston and 
D'Arcy Bell. 

The list of families who gave long and 
faithful service over the years could 
go on at length-to mention a few, Marsh, 
McKerchar, Buchannon, Maynard, Paul. 
Hawkins, Ward, Whitmore, Caldwell. Lee, 
Nicholson, Armstrong, Cornwall, Boughen, 
McGirr. Watson, Ramsden, Gunne, King, 
Malcolm, Katz, Crowe, Gorby. McDonald, 
Sutherland, McFadden, Pollon, Dowler, 
Forbes. McLean, Robson, Jackman, Blaine, 
McKee, McClernon, Wellman, Ludgate, 
Zworon, Halliday and probably hundreds 
whose efforts are not recorded. 

The first records of the Dauphin Agricul
tural Society were lost in a fire in 
January 1904. However, thanks to the 
efforts of Mrs. R. A. Judson and 
provincial librarian Marjorie Morley, the 
following information from Dauphin's 
early papers were made available. The 
Dauphin Press on July 22, 1896 stated 
that the secretary-treasurer that year 
was Thomas Whitmore, who was also 
the County Court bailiff of Dauphin. 

The last of five fall fairs on the Gart
more grounds was held in 1896. and 
in October 1897 the same paper observed 
that the first fair had been held on the 
new grounds in Dauphin village proper. 
An effort had been made to secure 
property for their fair grounds on the 
town site but since the directors were 
unable to do so they bought 40 acres 
from the Canadian Pacific Railway land 
department at $17.50 an acre to the 
south-west of Dauphin where the Mackay 
Indian residential school now stands. 

Thus three' sites have been the home 
of the Dauphin. Summer Exhibition in its 
78 years of operation-the Gartmore dis
trict, the south-west town site, the present 
Dauphin Memorial and Community Centre 
grounds where 1954 saw the final transfer 
of any useable buildings from the old 



A Mule-And Pioneer-Days Vehicles-Celebrate Silver Jubilee At Dauphin Fair in 1926. 

Industrial Hall at Old Fair Grounds 
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site to the new, and putting into use the 
buildings which had been newly 
constructed on the DMCC grounds. 

A 1901 edition of the Dauphin Press 
gives an account of Dauphin's tenth annual 
Fair which indicates $1,500 were paid 
out in prize money, and that George 
Barker, Dauphin's first mayor was the 
president that year and Thomas Whitmore, 
the secretary-treasurer. On the 
directorate were Robert Hunt, E. B. 
Armstrong, Gavin Strang, George King, 
H.B. Whitmore, Stuart Geekie, W. A. 
Armstrong and Tom Pollon. 

Complete secretary records are avail
able from 1904, thanks to the efforts 
of Stuart Geekie, Jas. Johnston, William 
Rintoul, M. Cardiff, W. G. Langdon, 
J. A. Gorby, William D. King, George 
King, Charles Murray, Robert Hawkins, 
O.E. Heaslip, Dr. O. McGuirk, Mrs. 
McGuirk, E. W. Hawkins, M. F. Szewczyk, 
Desmond Whyte, B. C. Goodhand, J. A. 
Ringstrom, Mrs. J. A. Ringstrom, Mrs. 
Ross Forbes, Adam Nicholson, Mrs. R. 
A. Fisher, Allan Allard and J. M. Weeks. 

During this period 14 presidents have 
guided the activities of the society: 
Gavin Strang, Tom Pollon, J. A. Fisher, 
Thos Whitmore, H. F. Caldwell, J. M. 
McCallum, R. M. McCaul, Dr. J. R. 
Gunne, W.D. Strang, George Dowler, 
Howard Campbell, Garnet Maynard, Gordon 
Ritchie, Bert Tucker. 

The minutes of 1904 state that all 
records of the Dauphin Agricultural 
Society had been lost in a fire which 
destroyed the Wallace Block, including 
the office of Stuart Geekie, the secretary. 
That year the president Mr. Strang, 
together with Stuart Geekie, J. E. Hedder
ley and George King approached the M.L.A. 
for this constituency, Dr. J. R. Gunne. 
seeking a special grant for the society 
so they could reduce their indebtedness. 

Transportation committees were then 
a part of the directorate; not necessary 
in this day of automobiles and airplanes. 
Excursion trains to carry patrons to 
our Fair were arranged and required 
considerable planning to ensure a 
sufficient number would be attending from 
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one direction to warrant requesting this 
special service. 

The fair grounds were utilized between 
fairs even as they are today. A carnival 
or circus would be granted a lease 
on the basis of ten percent of the take 
at the gate. Grazing of cattle was allowed 
on the grounds, and in 1905, Robert 
Cruise leased the grounds for $5 for 
five head of cattle until November. The 
slaughter house was located on the Fair 
grounds, operated by H. Durston, for 
a rental of 50 cents a month. 

The 1906 Fair included a sports 
program and $200 was allocated for 
that purpose. Thos Pollon chaired the 
horses' committee; E. R. Armstrong, the 
cattle; Wm. Murray, sheep and swine; 
Thos. Whitmore, poultry; Mrs. Wm .. 
Buchannon and Mrs. R. Cruise, the in
dustrial hall. The Hospital Aid functioned 
at that time tagging Fair patrons for 
funds to operate-that was to continue 
for sixty years, a recognition granted 
to no other group. 

The year 1906 saw the government 
paying a construction grant of $500 
and this was used to reduce the indebted
ness on the grandstand account. One 
hundred memberships were issued; all 
special prize donors were given a 
membership. 

Horse racing was introduced into the 
Summer Fair program in 1907 and this 
was to become an integral part of the 
society's activities for 54 years. Pari
mutuel betting was introduced in 1955 
in an effort to stimulate greater interest 
in the waning program which had become 
rather expensive; this served to postpone 
its elimination but in 1961 it was recorded 
that the program was discontinued; member
ship was retained in the Manitoba Great 
West Racing circuit as well as the 
Canadian Trotting Association. 

A sports program featured the 1907 
Fair and $150 was granted for chariot 
and open races, with another $150 
for baseball prizes. In 1908 football 
became part of the attractions of the 
Fair. 

As early as 1909 school exhibits were 



Livestock Parade at 1920 Fair 

admitted, and this continues as one of 
the most attractive, popular and pro
ductive features of the society's functions. 
In 1909 the society first approached town 
council with the request for a civic 
holiday on Fair day. For sixty years 
this request has gone to town council. 
barring war years. In 1910 the first 
stock parade was held and all prize
winning stock must take part or forfeit 
their prize money. 

In 1910 the Fair days were increased 
from one to two days and the two days 
featured horse-racing with prize monev 
increased to $1.l75. Growing pain's 
attacked the organization in 1911; a 
new barn was built, a new judges' stand 
and platform, the fence was rebuilt, the 
industrial hall and grandstand painted. 

The first contract for midway and 
grandstand attractions was drawn up in 
1912 when DeAlva supplied both at a 
cost of $300. The first permanent show 
ring was built that year, the first parade 
was held on the second day. The Fair 
continued to grow-in 1912 the directors 
were forced to borrow a huge tent. 
large enough to shelter 40 horses, in 
order to accommodate their entries. 
Anoth<:r cattle barn and a poultry barn 
had to be provided. Lacrosse was' added 
to the Fair attractions in 1913 and $50 
was allocated for prizes; a football tourna
ment required another $200. The Fair 
program was extended to three days. 

The first Seed Grain show was held 
in 1906 and in 1913 a dressed poultry 
show was added. Talk began of a boys' 
and girls' short course. In 1918 the 
ranks of the directorate were opened to 
two ladies, Mrs. T. E. Gorby and Mrs. 
A, E. Palmer. 

In 1919 word came from the minister 
of agriculture that a 60 percent prizes 
grant was available, the first specified 
government grant; the Dauphin society 
joined the Manitoba Agricultural Fairs 
Associa tion; and the first plowing match 
was held on the farm of W. D. Strang 
(this contest survived until 1931)-engine 
gangs, horse gangs and walking plows 
competed in the 1919 event. 

The Canadian Trotting Association could 
not have been organized, as yet, the 
Dauphin society holding membership in 
the American Trotting Association. The 
next year, however, membership was 
obtained in the Canadian. In 1919 a 
starter, timer, judges and a clerk were 
engaged for the race program. All this 
expansion in 1919 created such an indebted
ness to the society that a loan of 
$8,000 was necessary, and the documents 
necessary for this loan were signed by 
the directors who supplied collateral 
guarantees. A meeting on May 12, 1920 
saw this history-making by-law passed, 
with R. M. McCaul, H. F. Caldwell. 
W. D. Strang, R. J. Malcolm, W.J. 
Ward, W. A. Maynard, George Cornwall 
present, and Charles Murray secretary. 

Boys' judging competitions were featured 
at the Brandon Fair and Dauphin sent 
a team in 1921. In that year, electri
fication was secured on the Fair grounds. 
Running races comprised the race horse 
program with a purse of $1.000. 

Financial problems harrassed the 
directors in 1922 as anticipated grants 
did not materialize. A solution was 
effected in the form of an agreement 
with the town and rural councils, who 
rallied to their aid by assuming the 
mortgage debt and other liabilities in 
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return for the property assets. Cost of 
the society's lease became one dollar 
for 100 years. the society to maintain 
grounds and buildings. The financial 
picture brightened so much the society 
wa~ able to help the Horticultural society 
WhICh was undergoing money problems. 

It was about this time that an Agricul
tural Representative for Dauphin was 
first suggested but it was not until 1933 
that John Conner was appointed to the 
post. Since those early days the work of 
our agricultural representatives has in
creased to the point where there are now 
two in Dauphin with a home economist 
to assist in the girls' work and steno
graphers for records in the office. John 
Conner served from 1933 to 1942; Edna 
McConnell, 1942 to 1948; Jack Forbes. 
1?48; Dave Hill from 1948 to the present 
tIme. In November 1958 Peter Kiez 
was brought in as assistant to Mr. Hill. 

July 10, 1923 Reunion Day was observed 
at the Fair ... telephone service was 
granted ... and the water brought in. 
A Corn club was organized and a 
proposal made to foster the dairy cow 
movement...George Cornwall had visited 
Wisconsin and reported on the success 
of dairy farming in that state which had 
climatic and soil conditions similar to. 
those. e~isting in Dauphin ... a cow testing 
assocIatIOn was established .. .in 1924 this 
association had the highest fat producing 
cow in Manitoba. Experiments were per-
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formed in the growing of corn, alfalfa 
and sugar beets for this area under 
the guidance of Wm. Strang who reported 
that this was definitely an alfalfa area. 

Dauphin was admitted into the "B" circuit 
in 1924 and followed Portage, with 
grandstand attractions and midway which 
served the entire circuit, including Prince 
Albert, Melfort and Yorkton. 

In 1925 the first Short Course was held 
in March, with John A. McKillop, W. D. 
Strang, Roger Watson, Otto Heaslip 
and George Cornwall on the committee 
in charge. This event continued to be 
a popular and ever expanding educational 
event until the forties when the war 
curtailed the Society's activities. The pro
ject was revived in 1946, and in 1966 
was replaced by a youth leadership 
course after 37 years of successful 
endeavor. 

Dauphin celebrated its 25th anniver
sary in 1926 and the Fair suitably 
observed this with a pageant; there was 
a tug-of-war contest, chariot races, and 
Eaton's had a special display. 

The beginning of 1929 finds the directors 
cramped for space for their increasing 
Fair entries. A new horse barn was 
built, two cattle barns. sheep and pig 
pens, two new judging rings and accom
panying bleachers. The Fair went back 
to the three days it preferred in 1929 



and for the first time a Children's Day 
was observed with the BPO Elks 
assisting. But even with increased 
interest in the Fair profits were low, 
and B. C. Goodhand recommended that 
in 1931 an all-local race horse program 
be conducted for running races and 
chariot races, in order to attract the 
local entries. A dairy cattle field day 
was held and a committee set up for 
organizing a fat stock show and sale, 
to be held in 1931. On that first committee 
were R. H. Brown, Wilfred Maynard, 
Rowan Durston, with Theo. Bodnar, 
Dominion livestock fieldman, assisting. 

Something unique was added to the 
1931 Fair but it was of short duration
a kite-flying contest. That year for the first 
time we hear of a rain insurance clause 
related to the Fair, this proved helpful 
as the third day was rained out. 

The first Fat Stock Show and Sale 
was held that year and 195 head of 
cattle were sold. This annual event had 
to be suspended in the forties but was 
resumed in 1951, adding the purebred 
livestock show in 1953. 

By 1933, with the circuit reduced by 
depression problem to Dauphin, Carman 
and Portage, the question of whether to 
hold a Summer Fair was debated. The 
Dominion government came through with 
a $1,500 grant to regional fairs. 
Dauphin, Gilbert Plains, Grandview, Swan 
River, Ethelbert, McCreary, Ste. Rose, 
OChre -River, Shell River, Shellmouth,. 
Hillsburg, Boulton and Minitonas made 
up one district (six regions). John Conner 
suggested holding boys' judging competitions 
for the first time in this district, this 
earned the regional grant from the 
federal government. This grant along with 
the provincial prizes grant of $1,500. 
enabled the society to operate with a 
profit. 

In 1933 Mary Bottrel and Kathleen 
Phillips brought honor to the district 
by winning the poultry judging cup at the 
Royal. Alex Paul placed seventh at the 
1937 Toronto Royal for his red spring 
wheat. All were graduates of the Dauphin 
Short Course. 

Standing crop competitions in barley 

and flax were introduced to the society's 
program in 1937 and a rural youth 
training plan committee set up by the 
extension service. W. D. Strang represented 
the Dauphin Agricultural Society. A rural 
youth training school was held in Dauphin 
the early part of 1938 and proved 
successful. Mr. Strang and Lillian Esplen 
were elected to the provincial board. 

The first light horse show for Dauphin 
was held in 1939. A rural school 
improvement plan was instituted and the 
school in the area with the best kept 
and most beautiful grounds became guests 
of the society for the Fair-Wilson River 
won the shield. The grandstand attractions 
included a pageant directed by Mary 
Hamilton, teacher in the Dauphin schools. 
band performance by the Saskatoon girls' 
pipe band, junior ball tournament, bicycle 
and foot races for children, with fire
works as a finale. 

The struggle to hold the Summer Fair 
during World War II was too much 
for the directors, particularly without the 
federal grants: in 1942 the Fair was 
cancelled for the first time in 51 years 
of continued operation. A skeleton directo
rate was elected whose main duty was 
to assist Edna McConnell, agricultural 
representative, in her community field 
day; a purebred swine sale was held 
in 1942, a sheep and swine sale in 
1944. 

By 1945 Dauphin community was pre
pared to re-organize its full program. 
that year saw the society's directors 
selling season tickets for the first time. 
Rural and town councils came through 
with $500 donations toward the re
establishment of the Summer Fair, and 
all the barns on the grounds were serviced 
with electricity. Boys' and girls' programs 
had been functioning, so the 1945 Fair 
could feature the first 4-H Rally. The 
beautiful Eaton horses performed in front 
of the grandstand, and the livestock parade 
was revived. The year 1946 was also 
a memorable one, the industrial hall 
came back into its own after a four
year suspension, under the direction of 
Mrs. 1. C. Johnston. Ross Forbes and 
Ken Angus won the judging competition 
at the Toronto Royal. 

Dauphin celebrated the Golden anniver-
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Mountview Swine Club, Winner of Evans Trophy· 1944 

sary of its incorporation as a village in 
1948. George Dowler and Ed Johansen 
of the directorate acted on the Anniver
sary committee, and the Fair incorporated 
the anniversary theme. In 1949, live
stock entries reached an all time high; 
the starting gate was used for the horse 
race program for the first time. The 
new agricultural representative, Dave Hill, 
directed the fifth Rally Day and parade 
with 25 clubs and 300 members part
icipating; the first day of the three day 
fair featured 4-H judging programs, 
grandstand attractions in the evening were 
the club concert. prizes for which were 
donated by the T. Eaton Company and 
qualified for provincial and dominion 
government grants. 

The directors of the Dauphin Agricul
tural Society were fully aware by this 
time that something by way of an 
expansion program must be under
taken to promote their ever-increasing 
summer fair. The grounds and race 
track were too small, and could not be 
enlarged; the industrial hall and many 
of the barns needed rebuilding. along with 
the grandstand. The directors enthu
siastically supported the centralization 
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plan and came through with a proposal 
of their own. 

Under George Dowler, president of 
the Dauphin Agricultural Society it was 
discovered that special Dominion govern
ment construction grants were available 
to agricultural societies. This grant was 
based on a $300,000 program on which 
the society could earn $100,000 over 
a ten-year period; maximum earning in 
one year was $10,000. The directorate 
offered to direct this grant into the cen
tralization plan if the centre would include 
the fair grounds in its program. and 
transfer what useable buildings there 
were on the old grounds to the new 
Dauphin Memorial and Community Centre 
site. The DMCC board agreed to this 
proposal and the first step was the 
acquisition of land. 

The rural and town councils co-operated 
in this move as they had in the society's 
program over the 59 years of its 
organization (you will recall the three-' 
way program in 1923 when the two 
councils assumed the liabilities and 
assets of the society). In 1950 the rural 
council offered to turn over its equity 
in the old fair grounds to the town as 
its donation project, giving the town sole 



ownership of the land which housed the 
old grounds, provided the town would 
establish a grant of one mill for ten 
years to cover both councils, as a con
tribution to the DMCC plan, 

The first item on the agenda was the 
raising of the first $100,000 to earn 
the first ten thousand. Public subscript
ions from organizations, businesses and 
individuals came in. Mrs. M. G. Peebles 
deserves special mention here, along with 
George Dowler, Bill Strang, Bill Cruise, 
Howard Heath, Tom Warnock, Mrs. W.K. 
Marsh, Alex Oliphant and many others. 

The first two and a half grants were 
earned through the building of the curling 
rink in 1948 on the new grounds, so 
constructed that it could be used as 
an industrial hall for the summer fair. 
The next three grants were made eligible 
through replacing the skating arena des
troyed by fire in 1951. The town which 
owned the arena made available to the 
DMCC board the insurance and an added 
grant, and the building design conformed 
to all regulations governing a livestock 
arena which would be its use during 
fairs. 

By dint of constructing each year 
sufficiently to ensure earning the society's 
grants the ambitious DMCC project 
was achieved-the Dominion government 
grants to this type of a project were 
suspended the year after Dauphin entered 
into its agreement so it was just under 
the rope in assuming the program. The 
capital expenditures made over the years 
qualified for the full $100,000 in grants 
from the federal department of agricul
ture. 

The Summer Fair continued growing 
and expanding as did the many other 
activities of the society. The youth 
training program never looks back. In 
1951 BaITY Durston and Harvey Morley 
won the Dominion swine judging com
petition at the Toronto Royal fair; in 
1952 it was Dean Durston and Ken Forbes, 
brothers of previous winner, who repeated 
the performance. In 1953 another team, 
all Durstons, Conrad and Vaughan, won 
the provincial eliminations and placed 
second in the Toronto Royal. Ken Forbes 
was selected in 1953 to represent the 

4-H clubs of Manitoba at the crowning 
of Queen Elizabeth II in London, England. 

The first home econl)mist for this 
area was acquired in 1951 when the 
extension service realized that the girls' 
program for 4-H clubs required a full
time supervisor. Shelagh Rowlette was 
appointed and continued until 1953, 
followed by Bernice Murray (Mrs. Bob 
Hucal) until 1957; Velma Reid (Mrs. 
Gerry Bercier) until 1961. Lorraine Lee 
(Mrs. George Adams) was home 
economist until 1969. Mrs. Kent Webster 
(Karen) now fills the post. 

In 1951, under the direction of Agricul
tural Representative Dave Hill and with 
the support and assistance of Don 
Fraser, fieldman for the United Grain 
Growers, the Seed Grain Show was held 
in conjunction with the Short Course, 
adding to it a Bacon Carcass Show. This 
popular event filled Easter holidays as 
an annual program until 1966 when a 
Youth Leadership course . replaced the 
Short Course. 

A Sheep and Swine Show and Sale 
came into the Society's program in 1954. 
It was to become an annual event until 
a dearth of entries caused its cancell
ation in 1969. 

It was in 1954 also that the Society 
hosted the Dominion minister of agricul
ture, Rt. Hon. James G. Gardiner, at 
their summer fair, as a token of their 
gratitude for federal government grants 
to their DMCC project. Mr. Gardiner 
officially opened the fair, the first one 
held on the new grounds. 

From 1957 to 1960 the Dauphin society 
entertained the Manitoba Shorthorn regional 
show, the Hereford regional show, and 
the sheep regional show. The 4-H Regional 
Rally has become one of the most popular 
of the society's programs-a gratifying 
development, because the directors of the 
Dauphin Agricultural Society have always 
placed great emphasis on youth training. 

Dauphin's Fairs have taken on a western 
flavor since 1964, featuring Rodeo pro
grams, western breakfasts, western horse 
racing, chuckwagon races, horseshoe 
tournaments, a western orchestra. A 
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one-pay gate is in vogue and has proved 
sllccessful after four years of experi
menting-one charge at the gate gives 
fair-goers freedom of the grounds and 
grandstand. 

Some of the old programs remain ... 
the light horse show is as popular as 
ever ... the fat stock show continues and 
the John Conner Memorial trophy is 
emblematic of the best 4-H calf...The 
industrial hall still attracts large entries ... 
Gus Arnal acts as ringmaster and commen
tator for the Fair as he has for 20 
years, Gus is agricultural representative 
from Ste. Rose and no Dauphin Fair 
would be complete without his commen
tating ... the Dauphin Travellers' Parade 
also has a 20-year record of outstanding 
effort and entertainment. Some old, some 
new ... a fine mixture in the fabric of the 
Dauphin Agricultural Society's history. 

SPORTS 

Pioneer histories indicate that sports 
have been an important part of Dauphin 
and district's development. The June 22, 
1897 edition of the Dauphin Press con
tains a statement made by the editor, W. 
T. Shipley, to the effect that Dauphin 
did not relegate sports to the back seat. 

There was a large and flourishing foot
ball club at that time which had been 
highly successful in the Sports' Day at 
Portage on May 24. There were similar 
clubs in the rural areas so that matches 
were frequent and tightly contested. 

A lacross~ club had been formed at 
Dauphin but no matches had been con
ducted as there was no organization in 
the area for that sport. It was known, 
however, that there were players. of 
high calibre in the district so that 
a game was pending. 

A cricket club was organized and 
tennis was played although the latter had 
not yet been formally organized. 

The history of our district indicates 
that soccer football continued its 
popularity until 1928 when it reached 
its peak period. In that year Dauphin 
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Rigby Football Team -1895 

won the provincial championship, playing 
host to the event. The Dauphin Rangers, 
a junior entry, were pitted against the 
Kildonans in that final game. Dauphin 
hosted the 1927, 1928, 1929, 1930 and 1931 
provincial finals but it was only in 
1928 that the team captured the plum. 
Soccer football, in recent years, has 
been emphasized in the junior high school 
athletic programs. 

Since its incorporation as a village 
Dauphin has had a hockey team. Some 
years this team was good enough to go 

Dauphin Hockey Team - 1910 



Mountaineers Football Team - 1907 

Sons of England Football Team -1914 
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Gartmore Baseball Team, "Buckwheat" League Winners ·1915 
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through to provincial honours. As early 
as 1918 there were teams at the junior 
and senior level. Exhibition games with 
proceeds going to charity were conducted 
with the adjoining towns. One such game 
with Gilbert Plains saw A. Bennett, 
B. Scott, Cliff Baird, Ed Gougeon, Stan 
Nicholson, Jack Murray and R. Clark 
on the local squad. On a junior team 
in 1920 were pucksters of champion
ship calibre: Francis Scrase. N. Clark, 
E. Cameron, E. Love, D. Turner and 
Darwin Chase. 

By 1929 it became obvious to the 
active local association that an organization 
of minor leagues would develop hockey 
material for a stronger hockey team 
at the intermediate level and three 
leagues were set up. The Fly Weights 
(14 and under), Midgets (16 and under) 
and the Intermediates emerged from this 
plan. That year there were three teams 
in the intermediate group, five in the 
Fly Weights and three in the Midgets. 
That enterprising association was com
posed of Charles Murray, Percy Eastman, 

Earle Hamilton, Joe Hoskins, Bill Cameron, 
Stan Darlington, F. Willis, Gordon Chur
chill, George Vasbinder; Otto Heaslip, 
J. McMaster, George Jackson, Jack 
Delmage, W. J. Henderson, John Gardner, 
and Dr. McPhail. 

The Intermediates were playing in a 
league with Swan River, Gilbert Plains, 
Souris and Treherne in the thirties and 
defeated Swan River in the final game, 
Tom Scrase officiating, in 1935. At this 
time Bill McCulloch was coaching the 
Juvenile and Junior teams. 

It was in 1937 that Pee Wee hockey 
was first organized; credit for this forward 
step in hockey history goes to Bill Cruise, 
Bert Scrase and Cece Bryce. Bill Mc 
Culloch did the coaching of these leagues. 
The town allocated lots on which open
air rinks were constructed,. supplied the 
water, power, lighting and caretaking. 
In return the enthusiastic sponsors made 
the ice, and supplied the uniforms and 
coaching-all in the interest oi developing 
more and better hockey material for 

Dauphin Rangers Football Team -1928 
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Star Baseball Team ·1909 

Dauphin. Forty-five boys under 14 were 
selected and placed on teams to form 
the league. 

The Second World War left its mark
hockey slumped and it became obvious 
in 1948 that re-organization must take 
place in order that better hockey teams 
could be iced. Dauphin was at that time 
participating in intermediate hockey con
tests but the calibre of hockey was in 
B class. Accordingly, the Dauphin 
Hockey Association was organized under 
the chairmanship of E. E. (Mickey) 
McBride that year and this body became 
the parent group of all hockey leagues. 
As a result pee wee, midget and inter
mediate leagues were organized and 
continue to flourish. 

Space does not allow for complete 
records of the successes of the various 
teams-this would make a book in itself. 
Suffice to say, it was in the 1950's 
that the Dauphin Kings of the Big Six 
league in the Intermediate Hockey Assoc
iation reached their highest pinnacle of 
success. Perennial league and provincial 
winners. they twice added the Western 
Canada championship honors to their 
laurels, and could claim the distinction 
of being the first Manitoba team to win 
the Western title in 1952, going all the 
way again in 1954. 
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In 1967 the association forsook inter
mediate ranks and took their team into 
Junior competition with resulting renewed 
fan interest. In the 1968-69 season the 
team won the Manitoba championship and 
reached the Western finals before bowing 
out to Regina Pats. The 1969-70 season 
saw the Dauphin Kings retain their 
Manitoba title. 

Dauphin hockey players who have gone 
on to higher hockey levels after initiation 
to the game through the ranks of their 
home town organization include Bob 
Love, Bob Kabel, Cliff Lennartz, Pat 
Ginnell. Twenty-five pictures are dis
played on the walls of the hockey arena 
::\epicting Bantams, Midget, Juvenile, Tom 
Thumb, Pee Wee and Junior A teams. One 
of a 1903 team, first provincial champions 
shows Ed Keays, Jim King, Fred Tomlin, 
Ikey Morrison, Lex Neilson, Bill King, 
Thomas Malcolm, Ed McKinstry, Bunt 
Ullyot, Ed Wallwin, Ed Bawdon. 

Mountview Girls' Baseball Team . 1924 

Baseball in the early days seems to 
be confined to challenge games with 
neighboring towns and rural districts, 
and ball tournaments. Tournaments in 
conjunction with the Dauphin Fair were 
held each year and in 1918 four teams 
were entered- Dauphin Town, Farmers, 
Makinak and Gartmore. The Farmers won 
first money that year with the Gartmore 
contingent taking runner-up spot. 

Earlier than that, a Dauphin Baseball 
league existed, for in 1908 a league 
championship team emerged. A late edition 
of the Dauphin Herald contains a picture 
of this team. On it were J. Gardner, 
R. S. Ellis, A. B. Reid, B. Phillips, 



listowel Boys' Ball Team 

R. W. Reid, R. Johnston, H. J. Adams, 
R. E. Orr, R. 1. Steen, and W. Miner. 

Johnston, Phillips, Gardner, A. B. Reid, 
Orr, Ellis and Miner were retained on 
the 1909 team but R. Patterson, P. 
Hume, A. H. Buie and D. E. Edgar 
completed that team. Honorary president 
was J. A. Campbell; president. D. Suther
land; manager, W. R. McCormack. 

In 1929 the touring Colored Giants 
from Texas paid a visit to town and 
clobbered the local team. This story 
was repeated across Canada so provides 
no information as to the quality of ball 
the localities were supplying. 

In 1929, however, steps were taken to 
organize at the intermediate level. The 
Redbirds of modern-day fame flourished 
in that era and provided excellent contests 
for their fans. By 1956 minor leagues 
were organized and the Bantam "A'''s 
won provincial honors. 

The Redbirds became league winners 

in 1967 in the seven-team competition 
in which they competed with Souris, 
St. Lazare, Riverside, Virden, Hamiota, 
Brandon Cloverleafs. This marked a 
peak of achievement for two of baseball's 
staunchest supporters over the past 25 
years, Andy Newton and Ed Johansen. 

TENNIS 

Tennis enjoyed popularity for years in 
Dauphin. The club was large and enthu
siastic. Most notable performer on the 
courts was Mrs. Sadie, (J.E.) Delmage 
who retained the grass courts champion
ship honors for the province for 12 
consecutive years, 1924 to 1936. In 
1936 she was Western Canadian finalist 
in the singles, provincial doubles champion 
with her daughter Marion (Mrs. T. Nelson) 
in 1935 and 1936, and in the mixed 
doubles at Clear Lake she took top 
place with Ken Robertson of Saskatoon. 

OTHER SPORTS 
The Dauphin Fair, along with base

ball, . invariably featured track events 
as part of its grandstand attractions in 
the early days of its institution. There 
were 100 yard dashes, 220 yard dashes 
and one-quarter mile. By 1928 Jimmy 
Ball was so proficient in the latter that 
he represented Canada at the Olympics 
in Amsterdam and won medals for his 
country. As a result he was invited to Ber
lin to the International Meet in 1929 but 
a previous commitment prevented him 
from accepting this. He won the Crowe 
award in 1933 as the outstanding athlete 
of the year in Canada. 

Dauphin Kings-Western Canadian Intermediate Champions· 1953·1954 
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Softball leagues have been organized 
since 1929 when five teams made up the 
local league-fastball is now the term 
for this game. 

Snowshoe parties were "in" in 1918 
as opposed to the skidoo parties of the 
1960's. A hike across the fields on snow
shoes had its finale in some home where 
refreshments were served, all taking 
a turn at hosting. 

Lawn bowling had a long and popular 
career but finally made way for latter
day activities. The bowling green was 
located in the west gardens- of the CNR 
station grounds, and was operated by the 
CN recreation association. 

Dauphin is justifiably proud of its 
golf course located along the Dauphin 
Lake. The men's golf club was organized 
in 1921, its membership has fluctuated 
over the years, but it continues as one 
of the most popular sports in the area. 
With grass greens, a full-time professional 
golfer engaged each season. lunch bar 
and lockers, it provides all the facilities 
of a city club. The ladies were organized 
in the thirties. 

Among their other sports interests 
Dauphinites can number skiing. When the 
Agassiz run at McCreary was opened in 
the winter of 1962-63 ski enthusiasts 
who had hitherto satisfied their pleasure 
in the sport through travelling long 
distances were in high glee. As early 
as 1936 we hear of Dauphinites skiing 
on the hill .. at Gilbert Plains. The new 
Agassiz resort is now the scene of 
many provincial competitions, and new 
runs and facilities have been added in the 
past year. 

When the Parkway Lanes bowling alleys 
opened in 1963 with six automatic ten
pin lanes and six automatic five-pin 
lanes, bowlers in our town saw their needs 
finally satisfied. The 5-Pin Bowl opened 
in December, 1962, at the corner of 
Second avenue and Second street NE 
was equipped with eight five-pin lanes. 
Prior to then a four-lane alley operated 
in the basement of the Edgar block for 
more than 15 years, and later in the 
Dowler building. 
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Billiards have been popular for years 
in Dauphin as the proprietors of the 
Royal Billiards could testify. It was first 
owned and operated by Tom Corrigan and 
Bill Justice, sold in 1916 to Mike Zworon 
who in turn sold it to Jim Veal in the 
mid-60's. 

Active Junior Rifle clubs, a Fish and 
Game association, model car building 
competitions, archery contests and an 
enthusiastic Flying club all bear witness 
to the diversified interests of our 
localites. 
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The badminton club has a faithful 
membership of long standing and the five
event tournament held annually highlights 
the season's activities. 

Horseshoe tournaments have staged a 
comeback in later years with the tourna
ments staged in conjunction with the 
annual Elks Regatta. No doubt, a number 
of the participants received their basic 
instructions from their fathers or grand
fathers who participated in the same game 
in pioneer days. Only then it was in the 
barnyard using some of old Dobbin's 
_~~~~of~ shoes, and they called it 
"barnyard golf". The culmination of all 
the efforts of the Dauphin Horseshoe 
club will be the Dominion finals in 1970 
when our club plays host to the followers 
of this sport from all over Canada. 
In 1967 the fairer sex took up the sport 
in town and held their own tournament. 

In recent summers, sail boat regattas 
sponsored by the Dauphin Sailing club 
have stimulated interest in this sport, 
and its followers in Dauphin are numerous 
and enthusiastic. Stock-car racing, 
walkathons, figure skating. shuffleboard. 
swimming classes under the direction of 
the Rotary club, gymkhanas and rodeos, 
and active saddle pony clubs can be 
added to the long list of recreational 
activities. In 1968 the Bar-Mac ranch was 
opened in the Stony Point region to make 
available lessons in horseback riding for 
young and old. 

Pigeon races enjoyed an interesting 
career under the guidance of A. L. 
Dobbyn and A. Inkster. but its popularity 
waned some years ago. 



Biggest fish caught in Lake Dauphin by 
A. E. Coombs, 47 ~ Ibs. 

From early days the Dauphin area 
has been widely known as a hunters' 
paradise, both for bird hunting (ducks, 
geese, praIrIe chicken, partridge) 
and for big game hunting (deer, elk, 
moose). Fishing is an outdoor pastime 
which has never lost its popularity-
with lakes, rivers and streams aplenty 
in this and surrounding areas of north
western Manitoba. 

The Dauphin area benefitted greatly 
from the provincial government's program 
for public playgrounds and recreational 
parks. By 1960 the provincial lands branch 
had developed no less than seven beach 
parks in this area, with Tom Locke 
in charge of planning them: Manipogo 
and Crane River parks, on the shores 
of Lake Manitoba; Waterhen, on Waterhen 
river; Methley and Rainbow beaches on the 
shores of Lake Dauphin; Brokenpipe, at 
the lake 18 miles north-west of Dauphin. 
The official opening of Rainbow Beach
a lO3-acre "family beach" site 12 miles 
east of Dauphin, between Dauphin and 
Ochre beaches-was attended by hundreds 
of families on July 2, 1960, bringing 
Premier Duff Roblin to participate in the 
ceremonies. Since then, the improvement 
and development of Stony Point and Sifton 
beaches on Lake Dauphin have been under-

taken by the Rural Municipality of Dauphin 
as centennial projects. 

The recreational paradise of the Riding 
Mountain National Park, developed by the 
federal government since the early 1930's 
is literally at the doorstep of Dauphin 
residents, with facilities for camping, 
hiking, picnicking, swimming, boating, 
fishing, riding, lawn bowling, roller skating, 
tennis and golf all available at Clear 
Lake resort 40 miles to the south. The 
beautiful lakes and forest setting of the 
Duck Mountain, now designated as a 
provincial park, also offer outdoor 
recreation unsurpassed anywhere else in 
Manitoba. 

CURLING 

Curling started in Dauphin in 1897 just 
after the advent of the railroad, so 
can lay claim to being the first 
"organized" sport in the area. September 
15, 1897, according to the 1958 curling 
story of Roger Watson, was the date 
of the organizational meeting which set 
up the first executive. Captain David 
McIntosh, general merchant, was the 
first president; vice-president, Fred K. 
Herchmer, Crown lands agent; secretary
treasurer, Bob Brown, first Bell telephone 
agent. W. S. Marsh was secretary of the 
club for many years and compiled a 
history of the club from its inception 
to the 1920's, but a later secretary neglected 
to leave them when he left town in a 
hurry, so that now only relatively recent 
records are available. 

Four curling rinks have been the 
scene of activity for the Dauphin 
Curling club. The first one was built 
in 1897 by Ab Brinkman, later town 
superintendent, and his brothers, on First 
avenue SW. It was a curling rink and 
a skating rink combined, with seven
foot walls of lumber and a canvas 
roof; two sheets of curling ice in the 
middle, with skating ice on both sides, 
and lean-to waiting room. 

The second rink was built in 1900 
by a chartered company and was located 
on the corner of First street and Third 
avenue NE. This consisted of four sheets 
of curling ice, two on each side of the 
skating ice which formed the middle of 
the construction. 
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The third curling rink built in 1927 
was located on the corner of Second 
avenue and First street SW, and con
sisted of four sheets of curling ice and 
a kitchen off the waiting room. 

When the Dauphin Memorial and 
Community Centre project was initiated, 
the old rink was sold and the curlers 
entered into. the centralization plan. In 
1948 their new seven-sheet, modern 
curling rink. located on the DMCC grounds 
was opened-the first building to be 
constructed on the grounds. and later 
serving as an industrial hall in the 
Summer Fair. Constructed of laminated 
arches, not a beam mars the view of the 
entire ice surface from either upstairs 
or downstairs spectator gallery. Board 
rooms for meetings, lunch bar, sitting
room, full washroom facilities, cushioned 
spectator chairs, eight sheets of artificial 
ice (installed in 1959) greet the present
day curler as he enters the curling arena. 
Members of Dauphin's curling clubs can 
take full credit for this effort which 
indicates continuous and enthusiastic 
interest in the sport of curling, together 
with a desire for the most modern 
facilities coupled with willingness to 
work to obtain them. 

The Dauphin curling club had some fine 
curlers back at the turn of the century: 
J. G. Harvey, lawyer, who was later 
joined by J. L. Bowman-Jim Bowman 
represented Canada, along with Otto 
Heaslip, Errick Willis (later lieutenant
governor of Manitoba) and W. Poive from 
the Lakehead, in the Olympics at Lake 
Placid in 1932; Bill Blackadar. Dave 
Sutherland (Mrs. Alex Oliphant's father), 
Alex Eagle (Mrs Sadie Delmage's uncle) 
who tock the first Dauphin rink to the 
Winnipeg bonspiel in 1912 and brought 
back prizes; on his rink were Bill Justice, 
Sid Coxw'Jrth and Jack Tidsbury. Others 
were Dav!d McIntosh, Fred Herchmer. 
Bob Brown. Roger and Allan Watson; 
later came ,Timmy Oliphant, Ed Wallwin. 
Dr. Frank Bishop (Mrs. W. K. Marsh's 
father), Dr. W.J. Harrington, Wilf Robson. 
Tom Wilson, Tab Johnston, Art and Fred 
Buie, Bill Iredale. Joe Barker, Charlie 
and Bob Steen, Joe Allard, Roxy Hamilton, 
Dr. N. G. Trimble, Art and Tom Pollon, 
Bill Esplen. 
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The first bon spiel was held in 1898 
with entries from Grandview, Gilbert 
Plains, Winnipegosis, Portage la Prairie 
and Neepawa. The first trophy was given 
in 1905 by Joseph Clark, the Kings 
Hotel trophy; the second in 1907 by 
Mayor J. G. Harvey; Archie Esplen 
donated a trophy in 1923; later trophies 
given were the Trimble, Cameron-Heaps, 
Cruise Shield; Burrows trophy in memory 
of Theodore A. Burrows. member of the 
provincial legislature and later lieutenant
governor of Manitoba-won by Roger Watson 
in its first year with Bert. Tom and 
Francis Scrase curling for him; the Bishop 
Memorial trophy in 1936. 

The Dauphin Curling club has been 
mother to several other curling clubs 
including Onanole. Ochre River. Ste. 
Rose, Magnet. Fork River. Sifton, Ashville, 
Pine River, Ethelbert and Winnipegosis. 
The Ganon competition held in conjunction 
with the Roblin, Grandview and Gilbert 
Plains clubs was a forerunher of the 
present district playdowns, which lead to 
provincial championships and the British 
Consols. on to Dominion championships 
and the Macdonald Brier tankard. 

The curling rink which toured Scotland, 
fore runner of the Scotch Cup competition, 
had representation from the Dauphin 
club on several occasions. Dr. W. J. 
Harrington was on the first rink in the 
early twenties; Otto Heaslip in 1926 and 
1950; Wilf Robson in 1926; Jim Bowman in 
1950. 

Dominion curling honors came to Dauphin 
in 1953 when Ab Gowanlock. skipping a 
rink of Jim Williams, Art Pollon and 
Russ Jackman, brought back the 
Macdonald Brier tankard. This was 
a repeat for Ab; in 1938 he piloted a 
G lenboro rink to the primary spot in 
Canadian curling. 

In 1910 the ladies entered the curling 
circle with Mrs. A. D. Smith, Mrs. 
Alex Oliphant, Mrs. Bill Buchannon and 
Mrs. Ed Wallwin forming the nucleus of 
the first ladies' club. Mrs. Sadie Delmage 
followed and with the excellent coaching 
she had received from her uncle, Alex 
Eagle, she made a name for herself in 
ladies' curling circles in the province. 



" 

DMCC Curling Rink - 1948 

In 1928, skipping a rink of Alma Arm
strong (Mrs. W. R. Cox). Mrs. Stanley 
Darlington and Mrs. Lou Brandon she 
captured the primary competition in the 
Winnipeg ladies' bonspiel, along with aggre
gate honors. Mrs. Delmage kept Dauphin's 
name to the forefront of the ladies' 
curling map, and culminated her achieve
ments in 1951 when she skipped the first 
provincial playdowns championship rink 
of Mrs. W. R. Cox, Mrs. Wm. Cruise 

Ab Gowanlock's 
Champions - 1953 

Dominion Curling 

and Mrs. J. A. Williams. Fifteen years 
later Mrs. Joyce Beek skipped her 
rink of Mrs. Ruth McMillan, Mrs. Marg 
Davis and Mrs Gayle White to the pro
vincial . playdowns championship and re
presented Manitoba in the 1966 Dominion 
playdowns at Vancouver. 

Starting out alone in 1897, the Dauphin 
Men's Curling club admitted the ladies' 
curling club in 1910, the Farmers' club 
in 1920, the Kilty evening ladies' club 
in 1942. With the new DMCC curling 
facilities in 1948, all Dauphin curling was 
organized under the Dauphin Community 
Curling Club, with representation from 
each group. Other clubs have been added 
to the roster, the Rockette ladies, CNR, 
Legion, high school and junior high. 
Membership in Dauphin's curling circles 

Manitoba's Ladies' Provincial Curling 
Champions -1951 
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today numbers well over the thousand 
mark. 

Dr. Harrington was the first Dauphin 
curler to become a life member of the 
Manitoba Curling Association, in 1929; 
in 1938 J.J. Crowe was admitted to the 
ranks, followed by Dr. N.· G. Trimble 
in 1942, J. L. Bowman in 1946; Ab 
Gowanlock in 1951, G. I. Jackman 1961, 
Cy McCallum in 1964. 

In the Dauphin Men's Curling club the 
following have been admitted as life 
members: Roger Watson in 1946, Jimmy 
Oliphant in 1947, Joe Barker, Archie Chute, 
Bill Esplen, Rube Fisher, Bill Strang, 
Bill Cruise, George Jackman, Allan Watson, 
Ab Gowanlock, Ed Johansen, Andy Newton, 
Cy McCallum, John Gardner, George 
Scott, Frank McBurney, Ed Robson. 
Archie Rea, Dr. C. S. Robertson, Joe 
Allard, Jim Williams, Frank Williams. 

Two members of the ladies' curling 
clubs in Dauphin have been accepted as 
life members in the Manitoba Ladies' 
Curling association. Mrs. Sadie Delmage 
and Mrs. Verna Newton. Life member
ships in the central Lady Curlers 
organization have been given Rena Wrye. 
Nina Deighton, Olive Cruise. Belle 
Dagg, Stella Johnston, Irene Yallop. Jean 
Cox, Mabel Pollon. Mrs. Frank Williams. 
Margaret Williams, Marie Walker, Wilma 

,Chute, Emily Mulligan, Marj Mansfield, 
Gertie Keats. 

DAUPHIN CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE 

In the year 1903 the business men 
of the town of Dauphin met and decided 
to form a Board of Trade-today known 
as the Chamber of Commerce. . 

A copy of the certificate of formation 
of the corporation of Dauphin Board of 
Trade, obtained from the department of 
the secretary of state, registrar's branch. 
was dated March 6. 1903 and recorded 
April 22, 1903. 

These 31 business men and their 
businesses were listed among the first 
members: W. Blackadar, grain and CN: 
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J. G. Harvey, insurance agent; John S. 
Munro, manager, Canadian Bank of 
Commerce; John E. Hedderley, lumber 
merchant; W.H. Wallace, merchant; R. C. 
Brown, insurance agent; W. C. Edgar, 
merchant tailor; H. W. Walker, engineer; 
R. G. Argue, engineer; Sam Cohen, 
merchant; W. Sutherland, hardware 
merchant; George King. Printer; T. T. 
Malcolm, chemist and druggist; Samuel 
Code, miller; A.H.F. Stelck, hardware 
merchant; R. B. Cockerton, implement 
dealer; H. P. Nicholson, insurance agent; 
A. J. Griffin. builder; Robert Lilly. mer
chant; J. A. Campbell, insurance agent; 
G.L. Irwin, bank manager; C.F. Turner, 
hardware merchant; Geo. H. Cameron, 
druggest; G.A. Leach. merchant; M. 
McKenzie, merchant; Chas. Hoy, merchant; 
S. Haniford. merchant; Robert Hunt, 
trader; W.C. Turner, merchant; John 
Oliver, merchant; Robert Smith, merchant. 

Accompanying oaths were given by 
Henry P. Nicholson, elected the first 
secretary; and by Edwin James Bawdon, 
who declared that the territory mentioned 
in the application (Town of Dauphin and 
Townships 24 and 25 in Ranges 18, 
19 and 20 west) had "over a population 
of 2,500 people." 

The 31 business men who took these 
initial steps to form a Board of Trade 
were the pioneers of an organization whose 
membership today serves a business 
section of more than 250 retail stores, 
professional offices and individual pro
ponents of free enterprise. 

In 1913 the Herald editor had this to 
say: "It was a hopeful sign when the Dauphin 
Board of Trade named Thos. Jordan 
chairman of the Good Roads committee. 
Mr. Jordan is proprietor of a large 
dray line and holds the record for having 
travelled more miles by automobile 
than any other man in Manitoba." Road, 
railway. bus, airline, postal and telephone 
services have always been of prime 
interest to C of C members ... also store
closing hours. traffic control and parking 
regulations. new industry. tourism. Two 
C of C projects each year are the 
Churchill Excursion visits. since 1936; 
and the Santa Claus parade. since 1963. 

Activities are centered largely on 



questions of local import, but the 
Dauphin Chamber has also participated 
in and contributed to many province
wide projects supported by the Manitoba 
Chambers of Commerce. Three times 
in the last 20 years Dauphin has been 
host to the annual convention of the Man
itoba organization. in 1954. 1960 and 
1967. 

Through the 20's and 30's the Board 
of Trade programs were actively supported 
by citizens like Ernie McGirr. Chas, 
Padley, Bill Durston, Jack McFadden, 
Harry Crimes, Dan Hamilton, H.U. "Tony" 
Green, T. S. Fulton, C. D. Bates, Russ 
Rusconi. Edw. Haller, W. G. White, Harry 
Breslaw, Alex Oliphant, John Bryce, 
N.P. North, Bill McClernon, Bill Marsh, 
to name a few. 

In the past 30 years the secretarial 
duties have been handled by J. H. Young, 
Harold Mobberley, Jack Blinkhorn, Paul 
Nyznik, Eric Day, Doug Johnston, Bob 
Fagen, Miss Anne Ward, Ivan Thue; 
and since 1966, Mrs. Florence Bedford. 

Presidents in the last 20 years have 
included Stewart E. McLean, Mike 
Szewczyk, Norm White, Sherman Hunt, 
Jack Burton, Harold Mobberley, Dr. Les 
Pascoe, Bob Oliver, Fred Zaplitny, Bill 
Hanbury, Don Persson, Cliff Lougheed, 
Herb Lavine, Bob Robinson, Dr. Gordon 
Ritchie, Art Rzesnoski. and Merv Baron. 

Three honorary life 
been presented, all 
to Bill McClernon, 
Stewart McLean. 

memberships have 
in recent years: 
Dr. Les Pascoe, 

DAUPHIN MEMORIAL 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 

One ot the finest monuments to the 
vision, vigour and stamina of the twentieth 
century re~idents of this area of Man
itoba is the .complex situated in the south
east section of the town and known as the 
Dauphin Memorial Community Centre. 

Evolving from a desire to create a 
memorial to the men and women of the 
town and district who had paid the supreme 
sacrifice in World War I and II-a 

memorial which would be a living, ever
growing and realistic tribute to them
and at the same time provide facilities 
for the betterment of present and future 
generations, the idea caught the imag
ination of the populace. The idea was to 
centralize the activities of the town and 
area in one spot. From a mere idea, the 
project grew in 20 years to a half
million-dollar reality, through the efforts 
of the people of the era of 1946 to 1966. 

Of this idea, chairman of the DMCC 
board, A. E. Scrase, was to say in 1966 ... 
"I believe we have the finest community 
centre that I have ever seen in Canada 
outside of a large population centre ... 
and each year our DMCC expands in its 
services to the community as a whole ... 
it has a capital value of over half a 
million ... may I re-emphasize that the 
place is a memorial centre and should 
bring to us memories of the past and 
visions of the future." 

Four factors contributed to expediency 
in the development of the idea. The 
first was the discovery made by Dauphin 
Curling club that its facilities were in
adequate for the increasing interest in 
the game of curling. The curlers required 
a larger and more modern rink. 

The second factor was realization by the 
directors of the Dauphin Agricultural Soc
iety that their old fair grounds in the 
south-west corner of the town where the 
Mackay Indian residential school now 
stands, were too small. There was no hope 
of enlarging the grounds in that location. 
Also, the industrial hall, the grandstand 
and some of the barns needed replacing. 

About this time, the directors learned 
that there were federal government grants 
to the amount of $100,000 on a $300,000 
expenditure for capital construction, 
available to agricultural societies in Can
ada, over a ten-year period-the maximum 
grant in anyone year was $10,000 which 
could be earned on a $30,000 expenditure. 
The Dauphin Agricultural Society was 
willing to divert those grants into the 
DMCC program, with the fair grounds in
cluded in the centralization scheme. 

Moving the hockey arena to the new 
grounds was in the plans of the DMCC 
board for the future when finances 
warranted the move. The old town-owned 
rink obliged by burning down one hot 
Sunday night, July 29, 1951 to be 
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exact, leaving the insurance for a new 
building. This proved the fourth con
tributing factor in the speed of achieve
ment of the program. 

It was as early as May 1946 that Town 
Council went on record as approving in 
principle the suggestion of centralizing 
all activity, ·for the town and district, 
and that June a public meeting set 
up a planning committee with re
presentation from town and rural council 
and local organizations. Their first meeting 
was held in July and A. T. Warnock 
was made chairman. 

Dismantling of the airports after the 
war made available relatively cheap 
material, and on the chance that this 
might become useful in the centralization 
program the new directorate purchased 
some of these buildings. They can be 
seen now as the curling rink and youth 
building. 

In October of that year the directors 
of the Dauphin Agricultural Society made 
a presentation of reasons for including 
the fair grounds in the scheme. New 
Fair buildings were required, a longer 
race track was necessary, and it was 
possible to build new facilities for 
dual purposes-for example, the curling 
rink would be utilized as an industrial 
hall for summer fairs and thus earn 
a construction grant for the agricultural 
society; the hockey arena could serve 
a livestock arena during the fair and for 
livestock shows and thus earn their share 
of grants. 

The $300,000 project to centralize was 
endorsed at a public meeting in March 
1947, a ten-man committee set up under 
the chairmanship of A. T. Warnock with 
W. D. Strang as vice-chairman, and steps 
taken to obtain property. Approximately 
60 acres were required and the site 
chosen was the old ball park and some 
of the Bennett property in the south
east section of town. Town council supported 
the plan with allocation of $15,000 
for purchase purposes and also by 
passing an expropriation by-law to acquire 
land needed. 

An H-hut from the airport was the 
first building on the new grounds, used 
by the Youth Services council in the 
summer of 1947. A mammoth rally and 
parade officially launched the centrali
zation program and its financial scheme, 
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in June, and the first $7,000 was donated. 
Then came the 1947 flood and the campaign 
halted for a time. 

Blueprints of the proposed curling rink 
and industrial hall were submitted and 
plans finalized for commencement of 
construction, but work did not proceed 
until February 1948 when most of the 
material available from No. 10 airport 
hangar was purchased, hangar dismantled, 
trusses moved and the building went up. 
Memorial Boulevard was widened, and 
the annual Rotary carnival was held in the 
curling rink that fall. The rink was 
leased to the Dauphin Curling club that 
winter. 

In August of 1949 the annual Horti
cultural Show was held in the new 
building. The grounds were re-surveyed 
to run north and south, instead of east 
and west, and an exchange of land made 
·between the Town of Dauphin and Wm. 
Cruise, in order to effect this change. In 
the meantime the DMCC Board, under the 
chairmanship of Wm. Cruise, had approved 
the agreement between the Town of Dau
phin, the Rural Municipality of Dauphin 
and the Agricultural Society for transfer 
of the fair grounds from the old site to the 
riew. 

A draft agreement was drawn up 
between the Dauphin Agricultural Society 
and the Dominion Government for the 
lO-year program and the $300,000 
capital expenditure with one-third grant 
assistance of $100,000. This was forwarded 
to Rt. Hon. James G. Gardiner, the 
then federal minister of agriculture, for 
his consideration, and John Norquay, 
fieldman for the Dominion government, 
came out from Winnipeg to put his seal 
of approval on the venture. A hardwood 
floor was put in upstairs in the indus
trial hall or curling arena; the first 
amateur boxing card was held in August 
to raise money for gymnasium equip
ment; possibility of a roller skating rink 
was considered. 

The announcement in December 1949 
that the agreement had been signed by 
Mr. Gardiner for the Dominion Government 
was a timely Christmas present for the 
DMCCboard. 

In January 1951, an order-in-council 
by the Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba 
validated the agreement between the Town 
of Dauphin, the Rural Municipality of 
Dauphin and the Dauphin Agricultural 



Opening of DMCC Skating Arena, December 1951 



Society, ratified the selection of the name
Dauphin Memorial and Community Centre, 
and made provision for the 15-member 
board which would guide the business 
affairs of the complex. The 15 members 
include three from the rural, six from 
town, two from each of the rural council, 
town council, and the agricultural society. 
Officers named at their first meeting 
were: Bill Cruise, chairman; Scotty 
Robertson, vice-chairman; Mrs. W. K. 
Marsh, secretary; and Ed Johansen, 
treasurer. Other DMCC chairmen have 
been Dr. C.· S. Robertson, A. E. Scrase 
and Bill Forbes. 

Plans were in progress for trans
ferring the old fair grounds to the new 
for the following year when the skating 
rink burned down in July 1951 and priority 
was given this project in order that the 
rink be available for hockey when the 
season opened. The town made available 
$60,000 to the hockey and livestock 
arena, the remaining $26,000 would come 
through grants. The building was con
structed with laminated wooden arches, 
another $20,000 was required to complete 
the project, but the Dauphin Kings played 
their first game there on December 7, 
1951 against the Brandon Wheat Kings 
in an exhibition game. There were 1200 
permanent seats available, bleachers 
were there for overflow. 

In March of 1952 DMCC directors 
were informed that a total expenditure 
of $31,000 would be required for proceed
ing with the transfer of the fair grounds 
from the old grounds to the new, and by 
October of that year the agricultural 
society, in view of the grants forth
coming from town and federal govern
ment, and the funds available 
through pledges, gave approval to the 
move. Following the Fair of 1953, all 
major buildings were transferred from 
the old grounds to the new site. 
Unfortunately the grandstand was badly 
damaged by high winds during the moving 
work .. 

The 1954 DMCC budget called for anothe~ 
$22,000 to complete the transfer in timE 
to open the 1954 Summer Fair and Exhibi· 
tion on the new grounds. It was necessary 
to put a new cement floor in the in· 
dustrial hall, erect permanent bleachers 
for grandstand use, and complete other 
major projects by July. 

Rt. Hon. James G. Gardiner, minister 
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of agriculture for Canada, officially 
opened the fair July 19, and commended 
the town and district for their achievement. 
On the official platform that evening were 
Mayor W. L. Bullmore, MLA; Reeve 
John Potoski of the Rural Municipality 
of Dauphin; Howard Campbell, president 
of the Dauphin Agricultural Society; Hon. 
R. D. Robertson, provincial minister of 
agriculture; William Cruise, chairman of 
the DMCC board; and George Dowler, 
past president of the agricultural society 
under whose regime the agreement had 
been made with the federal government. 
Stewart McLean, director of the Dauphin 
Agricultural Society, who was later to sit 
in the Manitoba legislature as a cabinet 
minister, was the master of ceremonies 
for that auspicious opening, and presented 
a life membership in the society to Mr. 
Gardiner. 

In an address to 4-H members at the 
Youth Rally, in ;m address to the guests 
at the complimentary luncheon held in 
his honor at noon, and his official address 
in the evening, Mr. Gardiner had high 
praise for the local organizations and 
individuals responsible for building up the 
fair grounds centre. He was particularly 
impressed with the type of structure 
used, giving them year-round functions, 
thus offering a full scope of activities 
for boys and girls, and giving them 
more reason for remaining in the 
community. 

The horse race program was given 
special recognition in that opening year 
on the new race track when Bruce Good
hand and Harry Smale presented cooling 
blankets as special awards for firsts 
won on the new track, the third race 
track in the history of the Dauphin 
Agricultural Society. 

With the official opening completed 
the centre went into the full flower of 
its purpose. The Horticultural Society's 
20th annual show came first in August, 
the largest ever held. The Lions club 
held a series of Lionos for the purpose 
of raising money for community efforts. 
A Fur Breeders' show was held in the 
fall. The skating arena was going at 
full pace-the Big Six Hockey League with 
its schedule of home games and practices, 
figure skating classes, regular skating 
and minor hockey. The Boy Scouts and 
Cubs held a rally that fall. 

Meanwhile the Dauphin Agricultural 



Society was conducting its year-round 
program on the new grounds. In the spring 
the Seed Grain and Bacon Carcass show 
was held in conjunction with the Short 
Course, the Fat Stock show and sale in 
June, the Fair and 4-H Rally in July with 
the Sheep and Swine show and sale in 
the fall. The board rooms upstairs were 
used for an office and for meetings held 
regularly. 

The sports director for the town main
tained his office in one board room on 
a permanent basis, a rental schedule 
was set up for those organizations desiring 
to hold meetings in the board room. The 
upstairs of the industrial hall would 
serve as a dance hall on occasions, 
a piano was purchased. The Don Cossack 
Singers used the facilities in 1958, the 
Odd fellows and Rebekahs held a two-day 
rally in June of that year. In 1958 
an expenditure of $13,185 was approved 
by the DMCC directorate to roof the 
two grandstands. 

In 1959 the Dauphin Community Curling 
club installed artificial ice in the curling 
rink and donated the plant to the DMCC 
board, after holding a series of money
raising events for this $32,000 project. 
That same year, in addition to the full
scale program of the agricultural society 
the following activities were held on the 
grounds and in the buildings: a "teen 
town" dance, the federal elections, United 
church supper, Collegiate graduation 
exercises, Hospital Aid garden party, 
Knights of Columbus initiation exercises, 
Dauphin Valley beekeepers' meeting. 
IOOF"Rebekah rally, AA convention, Don 
Cossack show. Remembrance Day service. 
Provincial fruit and honey show with the 
annual garden show, to mention a cross
section of activities. 

By 196:? it was apparent that the buildings 
needed repair work. Provincial government 
grants were available for construction 
on a 50-50 basis; the town gave a 
$3,750 grant for five years, the rural 
$1,500 for the same length of time. 
Cedar siding was put on the two main 
buildings, barns were repaired, shingled 
and painted-giving the entire complex 
a brand new face. The Dauphin Community 
Curling club was able to donate $2,500 

toward the expenses of the face-lifting 
and the federal government came through 
with an $1,800 permanent improvements 
grant and another $5,09~ for capital 
construction. 

Early in 1965 artificial ice was in
stalled and operating in the DMCC skating 
arena, a $42,000 project made possible 
through the determination of a group of 
civic-minded people to modernize our 
hockey facilities to meet today's needs. 
The achievement of this artificial ice 
committee, described as a valiant piece 
of work, opened the way for Dauphin's 
entry into Junior A hockey company 
where the Kings have been putting 
Dauphin back on the sports map of 
Western Canada. 

The decision to hold the Manitoba 
Consols curling championships at Dauphin 
in February 1966-the first time out of the 
city of Winnipeg-sparked another campaign 
by sportsminded citizens to finance 
installation of a permanent heating system 
in the DMCC arena. This $12,000 improve
ment has assured spectator comfort for 
arena events through fall, winter and 
spring months. 

The Dauphin Community Curling club, 
always a staunch supporter of the DMCC 
setup, went ahead with installation of 
heaters in the curling rink in 1966; 
and refinished the floor upstairs where 
the auditorium has been modernized 
from walls to ceiling to windows through 
DCCC efforts. 

An operational note about the DMCC 
arena: in the fall of 1951, with the 
building of the skating rink to replace 
the town rink destroyed by fire, town 
council backed the operation for the first 
skating season by guaranteeing any deficit
carrying on the years-old policy that 
skating activities are deserving of public 
support. Since then, the winter season 
operations, directed by the DMCC arena 
committee, have been underwritten by the 
town. 

The summer of 1966 was highlighted 
by the first of Canada's National Ukrainian 
Festivals, an annual event widely known 
today for presentation of programs featuring 
Ukrainian culture, art, dancing and singing 
entertainment. The two-day Festival prograrr 
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makes full use of the exhibition buildings 
and grandstand facilities. Beautification 
of the DMCC entrance and grounds with 
flowers, as well as along Memorial 
Boulevard, is a special contribution made 
by the Festival supporters. 

A permanent outdoor skating rink setup 
with dressing-room building was built 
on the DMCC grounds in 1967 as a 
project of the Dauphin Commercial 
Travellers' association. In 1968 a heated 
outdoor swimming pool was installed on 
the grounds as a joint project of the 
Lions and Kinsmen clubs. Improvements 
in recent years have also included the 
cement floor in the arena; two new 
fastball diamonds; a quarter-mile track 
for collegiate track and field meets; 
a clubhouse for the tennis courts; rodeo 
chutes and grandstand bleachers to 
accommodate the western-style Summer 
Fair attractions; winterized horse barns; 
renovation of the curling rink concession, 
and dressing-room changes in the skating 
arena. 

Besides the many activities already 
mentioned in this story, the DMCC 
buildings and grounds have provided 
excellent accommodation for Junior Rifle 
provincial championships; fall auto shows 
and spring leizuretime shows; Scou t 
and Cub fireworks rallies; gymkhana 
shows; provincial and federal elections; 
bingos and conventions. In other words, 
the Dauphin Memorial Community Centre 
has fulfilled its dual purpose of being 
"a living, ever-growing and realistic 
memorial tribute" and a truly great 
community centre for the young people 
and adults of Dauphin and district. 

CANADA'S NATIONAL 
UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL 

The director of tourism and recreation 
in Manitoba, Wilf Organ, arranged a panel 
discussion in Dauphin on April 24, 1964 
for a tourist conference. One of the 
speakers was Jack Skull, public relations 
manager for the Canadian National Railways. 
These comments started what was to be 
one of the most unique and colorful 
pageants ever presentee!: 
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"So, what about some Ukrainians going 
into the business of specializing in dishes 
which are native to them. The Chinese, 
Japanese, French, German and Italians 
have done it in other centres. Why can't 
the Ukrainians do it here? This ethnic 
group is now spread all over the Prairies. 
That brings to mind another possible 
tourist attraction. Everyone knows that 
Ukrainians have a culture to which they 
fervently adhere. Why couldn't this be 
used to the advantage of local merchants 
by conducting Ukrainian Festivals? They 
don't always have to be held in Toronto 
or Vancouver! If the local people made 
representations to the national organizers 
-that's the way to make a start in bring
ing such events here. This group of people 
could be a tourist gold mine for merchants, 
if used properly. 

"Today, people of Anglo-Saxon and 
Ukrainian orIgm form 80 percent or 
more of the population in the Dauphin 
area. Who not make this a Prairie 
centre for Ukrainian culture? Work on a 
large scale outdoor summer event that 
would interest ethnic groups. That is 
what happens in Nova Scotia every 
summer. People from all over the con
tinent go to these Highland culture and 
sports events. This means new-found money 
for service stations, hotels, motels, 
restaurants. 

"The poultry industry, of importance 
to Dauphin, could be put to advantage 
in conjunction with the Ukrainian art of 
painting Easter eggs." 

From that seed has flourished one of 
the outstanding events in Manitoba's 
history. In its five-year history the 
Festival has recorded mushrooming atten
dances, up to an estimated 50,000 visitors. 
An added feature is the parade heralding 
the second-day program Saturday, with 
thousands lining the streets of Dauphin 
for this colorful spectacle. 

Bitaemo is the Ukrainian word for 
welcome and this has become the pass
word for Canada's National Ukrainian 
Festival held annually at Dauphin. 

The president of the first Festival com
mittee was Michael F. Szewcyzk, secre
tary-treasurer of the rural municipality. 
For the second festival he turned the reins 
over to Nick Shwets, a Dauphin business-
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man. Dauphin hotelier Merv Baron was 
the third president, and Jake Symchych 
guided the board of direct"ors for the 
fourth annual Festival. Merv Baron was 
elected president to the fifth annual Fest
ival being held during Manitoba's Centen
nial year. 

It was during the second year of the 
Festival that vice-president Michael N. 
Hryhorczyk, QC, of Ethelbert, former 
MLA and attorney-general for Manitoba, 
suggested the organization be incorporated 
under the laws of Manitoba. It was a 
happy day when the letters patent were 
issued to Canada's National Ukrainian 
Festival Incorporated, as there were many 
long hours spent in preparing and 
agreeing to the by-laws of the organization. 

The aims and objects were agreed on 
as follows: 

1) To foster greater understanding among 
all people. 

2) To further enrich the Canadian 
mosaic by promoting the art and culture 
of the Ukrainian people who settled in 
Canada by carrying on without pecuniary 
gain. 

3) Objects only of a philanthropic, 
charitable, educational, literary, historical, 
artistic, social, professional, fraternal, 
sporting, or athletic nature of the like. 

Two live memberships have been 
conferred by the organization to Michael 
F. SZ(wczyzk, and Michael N. Hryhorczyk, 
QC. 

Hospodors (Hosts and Hostesses) of the 
Festivals up to 1970 have been Mr and 
Mrs. Mike Hryhorczyk, Mr. and Mrs. 
Mike Szewczyk, Mr. and Mrs. Mark 
Smerchanski, MP for Provencher' and 
Senator ancl Mrs. Paul Yuzyk. ' 

FESTIVAL PROGRAMS 

Many talented individuals and groups 
have appeared during the three-day 
Festival. The Festival program master 
of ceremonies for several years has 
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been Winnipeg druggist, and entertainer, 
Yarolslaw "Cecil" Semchyshen; Winnipeg 
broadcasting executive William Liska and 
Meros have appeared in the role of M.C. 

Some of the entertainers include: the 
Kuban Cossacks of London. England; 
Roxana Dykyj; 9; George Cepynskyj, 
10. from Chicago; Mrs. Joseph Lesawyer, 
of Jersey City, New Jersey; Olga Povlova, 
Florida; Jerry Schur, Winnipeg; Al Cherney, 
Toronto; Kalyna Dancers, Toronto; Ted 
Komar and his Festival orchestra, Win
nipeg; Larry and Lorraine Rodeck, 
Montreal; the Meros Leckow Cossacks 
Winnipeg: Konoplenko - Zaporzetz - Kobz~ 
Virtuoso, Shumka Dancers, Edmonton; 
Karlicki Singers, Winnipeg; Continentals 
(Male Quartet of Winnipeg), and Canada's 
National Ukrainian Festival choir. 

Special events of past Festivals include 
the presentation of the three-act 
children's opera "Koza Dereza" which was 
previously performed at Expo 67 in 
Montreal; "Living History" and historical 
and literary pageant written by Mrs. 
Natlia Bashuk of Winnipeg and p~esented 
at the Festival under the auspices of 
the women's association of the Canadian 
League of Ukraine's liberation; "Gems 
in Embroidery" fashions of historic and 
modern costumes featuring seventeen 
costumes of royal and noble attire made 
by members of the Ukrainian National 
Women's League of America Incorp., 
Branch No. 64, New York - producer and 
director of the show was Mrs. Dave 
McDonald, commentator for the fashion 
show was Mrs. Helen Lazaruk Henderson, 
and organist was Mrs. J. M. Douglas. 

So popular was the 1968 fashion show 
that another is being planned for the 1970 



Festival, and the New York organization 
has agreed to combine efforts with Canada's 
National Ukrainian Festival to make this 
possible. 

The New York fashions had been shown 
only once in Canada prior to the 1968 
Festival and this was at Expo 67 in 
Montreal. 

The annual budget for producing the 
grandstand program is in excess of 
$10,000. The total budget for the entire 
Festival is in the neighborhood of 
$35,000. 

UKRAINIAN FINE ARTS CENTRE 

The Fine Arts centre provides a 
collection of cultural, historical, displays, 
artifacts and relics of the early pioneer 
days. Noted Ukrainian artists from Canada 
and the United States have attended the 
Festival and displayed their works-

OFFICIAL HOST AND HOSTESS - SENATOR 
AND MRS. PAUL YUZYK 
GUEST ARTISTS FEATURED AT FOUR STAGE 
SHOWS INCLUDE: 
- Cecil Semchyshyn 01 Winnipeg, Master of Ceremonies 
_ C<Jnada's NCtioll<J1 Ukrainian Festival Choir of Dauphin, Mani· 

tOb.l, under the direction of Mrs. Helen LOlaruk 
Henderson. 

- Vcrchovynil Folk Dancers spon50red by the Ukminian Youth 
Federation of Ciln(lda, Regina, Saskatche ...... an 

- Rusulka, U.N.Y.F. Dance E.lsemble of Winnipeg. MilnilOb3 
- Mrs. Lorraine Thorsrud, sopri.lno. York ton, Saskatchewan 
_ The Meras Leckow Dancers of Winnipeg, Manitoba 
- The Dancing Cos!Klcks of Winn'lpcg. Man"ltob" 
- Yevshan Ukrainian Folk Banet Ensemble of Saskaloon, 

Saskatchewan 
- The Ted KOm:lr Festival Orchestra of Winnipeg, Moniloba 
- Quartel VerkhOvyna of Toronto, Onlorio 
- L;:lkehrod Ukr;:linion Male Choir of Thunder BlIY, Ontario, 

Canad;:l'snewesl cily 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS DURING CANADA'S 
NATIONAL UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL 

THURSDAY EVENING. JULY 30 
Pre·Festival Street Dancing and Entertainment-Down· 
town Main Street 

FRIDAY, JULY 31 
8:00 a.m. - Festival Street Breakfast 

10:00 a.m. - Amateur Contests and Competitions 
12:00 noon- Official Opening of Ukrainian Fine Arts 

Centre 
1:30D.m. Fashion Show at Heritage Hall 
3:30 p.m. - Pre·Parade Activities followed by the 

Manitoba "Spirit of 70" Festiv31 Parade 
7:30 p.m. - Official Opening Ceremonies at Grand· 

stand 
8:30 p.m. - Centennial 70 Stage Show 

10:30 p.m. - Festival Frolic at Heritage Halt 

A CORDIAL WELCOME TO DAUPHIN, THE HEART 
OF MANITOBA'S PLA YGROUND. 

including the internationally 
Mol; Peter Kuch, cartoonist 
Winnipeg Free Press, A. K. 
to name a few. 

know Leo 
with the 
Kaniuka, 

Hundreds of people throughout the 
Dauphin community and beyond become 
involved each year in the planning 
and staging of the Ukrainian Festival. 
The 1969-70 board of directors headed 
by Merv Baron includes: vice-presidents, 
Cliff Matthews. Dr. Steve Heschuk; 
treasurer, Bill Drosdowech; program 
producer, Mrs. Marion A. Warnock; 

Puppet shows; demonstrations of the 
ancient art of decorating Easter eggs; 
painting, weaving, spinning, and bead work, 
can be found at the Fine Arts centre. 

Souvenir display booths of unique and 
exclusive items are available at each 
Festival event. 

"Ukrainians Enter The Spirit Of '70" 
is the theme of the fifth annual Festival, 
featuring a pavillion of historical, cultural 
and hand-crafted displays. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1 
10:00 a.m. - Ukrainian Fine Arts Centre 
10:00 a.m. - Amateur Talent Show of Winners of Fri· 

day Competitions 
1 :00 p.m. - Fashion Show at Heritage Hall 
3:30 p.m. Matinee Performance at Outdoor Stage 
8:30 p.m. - Grandstand Extravaganza followed by a 

Festival "Praznyk" in the Downtown 
Area. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 
10:00 a.m. - Sunday services at the Cross of Freedom 

(on thebanksof the Drifting River), site of 
the first Ukrainian Church Service in 
Canada. 
Religious services at the Cross of Free
domandsiteof the first Ukrainian Church 
in Canada. Sponsored by the Ukrainian 
National Association in memory of the 
Ukrainian Pioneers in Canada. 

12:00 noon- Ukrainian Fine Arts Centre 
3:00 p.m. - The premiere performance of "The Night 

of the Ivan Kupalo Festival" at Heritage 
Hall presented by the Ycvshan Ukrainian 
Folk Ballet of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 

6:00 p.m. - Unveiling of cairn at Keld in commemora· 
tion of Ukrainian Pioneers. 

7:00 p.m. - Official Opening of Keld Centennial 
Picnic Grounds. 

AT THE FIFTH ANNUAL UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL
a unique and colorful pageant of Ukrainian culture 
awaits you-traditional food, authentic costumes-a fes
tive atmosphere abounds as you enjoy the many activi· 
ties planned in the downtown area and the events pre
sented at the. Dauphin Memorial Community Centre. 

Ukrainians enter "The Spirit of 70" at the Ukrainian 
Fine Arts Centre, a pavilion of historical, cultural and 
handicraft displays, featuring puppet shows, pioneer 
artifacts, demonstrations of Easter egg painting and 
handicrafts. Unique and exclusive souvenirs available in 
the Ukrainian Boutique. 

FURTHER INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED BY WRITING TO sOX 411. DAUPHIN. MANITOBA. 
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fine arts, Mrs Bialobzyski; souvenirs, Mrs 
Stan Andrechuk and Mrs. J. Bilous; dis
play, decorations, Bill Pearce; construc
tion, Stan Andrechuk: public relations, 
Jack Henderson; grounds, Peter Moroz, 
August Kimacovich; receptions, Mrs. 
Peter Plesh; official opening, Nick 
Shwets; contests, Zenon Sklepowich; 
purchasing, supplies, Lawrence Chita; 
secretary, Mrs. Jan E. McDonald. 

This reproduction of the 1970 Ukrainian 
Festival program gives the best idea 
of all the features embodied in each 
year's presentation of this unique cultural 
and entertainment event. 

DAUPHIN THEATRE 

For more than thirty years of Dauphin's 
life, much of the entertainment activities 
centred around the Dauphin Theatre, two
storey red brick building which was a 
landmark on Main street north. 

The Dauphin Theatre was built in 1921 
by a group of shareholders of local 
citizens. It was operated by Garry Peebles, 
who several years later became the 
owner and operated the theatre, together 
with his wife Grace, until 1944. 

Before the days of "talkie" pictures, 
patrons learned to appreciate the organ 
preludes provided by musically talented 
Grace Peebles-and even with the advent 
of sound movies they enjoyed her 15-
minute prelude and intermission periods 
of organ playing. 

concert programs sponsored by the 
Women's Musical Club. Another Rotary 

J minstrel show in the late 1930's: a 
Lions minstrel show in the early 1940's 
and a later Variety concert production 
all had the distinct mark of Grace Peebles' 
direction. 

The Dauphin Theatre was sold in 1944 
to a syndicate headed by Harry Philet 
of Calgary, and operated under several 
managers including Greg Janzer, Roly 
Hollyoake, Norman Ellson and Mrs. 
Margaret Marsh. This landmark building 
was gutted by fire May 24, 1964, and 
was demolished the next year to make 
room for an expansion of Woolworth's 
store .. 

Through the years the Gay Theatre 
also served the theatre-going public, 
being located on Main Street south. It 
was operated in conjunction with the Dauphin 
Theatre, and in July of 1953, the Park 
Drive-In theatre was opened about three 
miles west of town on NO.5 highway. 

In the early part of 1965, the Gay 
Theatre was taken over by Lorne Lunan 
of Carrot River, Saskatchewan, and after 
a period of extensive renovations was re
opened as the New Dauphin Theatre. Mr. 
Lunan's theatre operations also include 
the Park Drive-In during the summer 
months. 

Back before the 1920's there were two 
other theatres in Dauphin-the Lyceum, 
located where Robson's drug store is 
today; and the Star, on Front street where 

Mr. and Mrs. Peebles were noted for _ the bus depot is now located. Vaudeville 
their generous participation in community touring shows were part of the enter-
projects-many a local musical production, tainment bill-of-fare in those days-and 
concert and fund-raising rally (especially it was nothing unusual to find an act 
during the war years) could count on the being performed in front of a theatre 
excellent accommodation available at the building to attract the attention of passers
Dauphin Theatre. by (people did more walking than riding 

Fortunate are those Dauphin residents 
who remember the musicals like "Country 
Girl", "Miss Hook of Holland", "Flora Dora" 
in the 1920's; the minstrel show sponsored 
by Rotary club and the musical production 
of "HMS Pinafore" in the early 1930's; 
the dress-up social evening arranged by 
Grace and Garry for their preview of 
"Gone With The Wind"; and the many 
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in those days, along the board walks 
of the business section, and were always 
willing to stop and watch these goings
on). Vaudeville fill-ins, to add variety to 
the movie fare, carried on into the 
1920's-on one occasion the Peebles had 
their hands full with a live-animal show 
featured for several days at the Dauphin 
Theatre! 



CHAPTER NINE 

Health And Citizen Services 

DAUPHIN GENERAL HOSPITAL 

When the village of Dauphin was in
corporated 72 years ago, in 1898, there 
was no hospital. Now Dauphin is the 
leading health centre in north-western 
Manitoba, with its diagnostic unit, health 
unit, and 143-bed hospital. Like most 
modern public institutions the growth 
of the hospital was gradual. 

According to early records, Dr. E. 
Bottomley cared for the first patients 
in his home at 22 Third avenue. These 
few beds provided enough accommodation 
for the few patients. But in 1899 a de
vastating epidemic of typhoid fever made 
the need for a hospital an urgent neces
sity. All the Bottomley residence was 
turned into wards but it was woefully in
adequate. More room was needed and 
many residents decided that a hospital 
was the only answer. There was no 
building and no money but that didn't 
stop them. 

The epidemic was stilI at its height 
when plans for the hospital were formu
lated. Money was the first need and 
many residents came forward with offers 
of assistance. Private donations started 
the fund, then teas, dances and other 
money-making projects followed. The 
plans called for a $9,000 structure and 
that was a lot of money for a village of 
less than 1,000 persons. The municipalities 
gave large grants and when a sufficient 
fund was collected. construction started. 

Over the objections of a small minority. 
the site for the hospital was chosen. It is 
still occupied by the present buildings. 

Situated on the banks of the Vermillion 
river, the 15-acre well-treed plot is located 
about one-half mile from the business 
centre. 

Most of the preparatory work, in fact 
construction had started, before a hos
pital board was formed. It was September, 
1900 before an official body took over 
the direction of building and maintaining 
a hospital. George King headed the first 
board with R. C. Brown as secretary 
and Wm. BIackadar as treasurer. Other 
board members were J. E. Hedderley, 
G. L. Irwin. H. N. Macneill, Robert 
Hunt, Thomas Shaw, S. Code and A. E. 
Wilkes. 

It was almost another year, February 
16, 1901 before a charter was granted 
and the hospital incorporated. By this 
time construction was well underway and 
in the fall of that same year, Dauphin's 
first hospital - a large frame structure 
with beds for 24 patients - was opened. 

One of the first problems facing the 
board was the hiring of a competent 
staff. Nurse Sarah Picken was approa
ched and asked to take the position of 
matron. She accepted at a salary of 
$40 a month. 

Another of the board's first decisions 
was that nurses could be trained in the 
hospital. The first applicant -- and the 
first graduate -- was Miss Winnifred 
Malcolm who started training the day 
the hospital opened. During her training 
period of three years she was paid 
$8a month. 

The medical staff of the first hospital 
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First Dauphin Hospital - 1902 

consisted of Dr. J. R. Gunne, the first 
medical practitioner to arrive in Dauphin, 
Dr. E. Bottomley and Dr. S. Cameron. 
The medical staff at the present time 
numbers 10 members. 

The first board which met once a week 
in those days, also had the difficult prob
lem of setting the rates. When the hospital 
opened public ward rates were $1 a day, 
private wards $2 per day. There were no 
semi-private wards in the first hospital. 

In 1907 the rates had to be stepped up. 
Renovations had taken place and semi
private wards installed. They cost $10 
a week. Private wards were increased to 
$15 per week but the public ward rates 
remained at $1 a day. In those days the 
government paid 25 cents a day toward 
the basic cost of public ward service. 

It also became apparent in 1907 that 
the hospital was not large enough to meet 
the growing needs of the community. For 
a short time the nurses' home was used for 
patients but this proved unsatisfactory. 
The next year an isolation hospital was 
erected. This was the first of several 
annexes and additions to adjoin the origi
nal structure. 

The number of patients continued to 
increase and by the early 1920's it was 
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apparent a major move would have to be 
made. The final decision was a large 
(74 by 38 feet), two-storey brick building 
constructed in 1928 at a cost of $43,000 
(plus $13,000 for equipment and $6,000 
for an isolation hospital). It adjoined the 
original building and together they pro
vided space for 60 beds. The new building 
incorporated facilities for diagnosing, 
operating and treatment which equalled 
those in the city hospitals. 

In 1936 another change was made. The 
original wooden building was to~n do:vn 
and in its place a three-storey bnck wmg 
erected; it cost $40,000, had a capacity 
of 100 beds. 

Probably one of the biggest milestones 
passed by the hospital was the acceptance 
in 1947 of the diagnostic unit provided by 
the provincial government. Under the 
government plan Dauphin General Hos
pital became one of the four main health 
centres in Manitoba. The plan provided 
for the free diagnosis of laboratory and 
x-raying for residents in the diagnostic 
area which originally included Dauphin 
town and the rural municipalities of 
Dauphin, Ethelbert and Ochre River. 

Another part of the government's health 
plan which received its initial baptism 
in Dauphin was the health unit. As an 



experiment it proved a success and simi
lar units have been established through
out the province. Headed by Dr. Ross M. 
Creighton, the unit with a staff of three 
public health nurses and a sanitary en
gineer, started operating here in May 
1944. Other medical directors have been 
Dr. C. C. Wright 1953-1958; Dr. W. L. 
Marshall 1959-63; and Dr. Lorne V. 
Jonat. Sanitary inspector for more than 
20 years has been J. S. PuIs. 

The original board of directors which 
controlled both the diagnostic unit and 
the health unit consisted of J. E. Rams
den, chairman; S. Solomon, representing 
the town of Dauphin; J. Potoski, repre
senting the rural municipality of Dauphin; 
Mrs. W. J. Blair, Ochre River; M. N. 
Hryhorczuk, Ethelbert; Mrs. L. P. Hut
chison and Mrs. W. J. Harrington, who 
along with Mr. Ramsden were appointed 
by the government. 

Both the diagnostic and the health units 
needed permanent quarters. One was in 
the hospital basement, the other in a 
temporary building. In the fall of 1947 
the provincial governmeJ.1t erected the 
health centre, 60 feet south of the hos
pital. The 120 by 40 feet, two-storey 
stucco building houses both units and the 
welfare department as well. The designs 
called for the diagnostic unit in the semi
basement connected to the hospital by 
a tunnel (undergound), and the other two 
agencies 011 the main floor. 

In 1947, plans were crystalized for 
a nurses' home. A fund had been estab
lished earlier under the guidance of the 
superintendent, Miss Agnes Pearson, and 
this had grown to over $18,000. In 1952 
the hospital board bought the three
storey red brick house on· the north 
corner of Hospital street for $15,000 
and by 1953 converted it to a nurses' 
residence at a cost of another $28,000. 

In 1961 the Dauphin General Hos
pital's largest building program was 
undertaken, with total costs of improve
ments over the years hitting record 
figures of over two-million dollars. 

The new wing is a three-storey red 
brick, 214 by 56 feet, modern structure. 

It adjoins the hospital at. the south, it 
became necessary to sacrifice the exis
ting solariums, and the entire unit gives 
the impression of being planned as an 
architectural whole, instead of evolving 
piecemeal over a period of sixty years, 
as it actually did. Provision has been 
made in the structural design for future 
building of a fourth storey. A total of 
108 beds are now available (more in 
an emergency) not counting those of the 
new extended treatment section. 

At an open house on November 22, 
1962 over 2,500 visitors took advantage 
of the invitation to inspect the new wing. 
Hospital Aid members conducted tours 
and pointed out the up-to-the-minute 
furnishings, decorations and equipment. 

The original plan for the 1961 extension 
called for a two-storey and basement 
addition, but when the provincial depart
ment of health decided to make Dauphin 
a pilot project for extended· treatment 
(and ultimately chronic care) and pro
vided about 80 percent of the cost, a 
third storey was included, thus allowing 
the north wing to be set aside for the 
proposed new project. 

When renovation of the extended treat
ment section was completed and equip
ment installed, 35 beds were provided 
for, with a long range plan for a total 
of 60. Training of staff for this special 
work, and engaging a registered thera
pist were major steps in the rehabili
tation program. Over $6,000 of special 
equipment was made available in the 
therapy department. 

The Dauphin General Hospital's nurses' 
training school enjoyed success in its 
life span of 59 years. As many as thirty 
students had been enrolled for the three
year course, and the yearly graduation 
exercises were important social affairs. 
The training school was discontinued in 
1960 when pressure came from the pro
vincial Registered Nurses' Association 
for training school standards that prac
tically only city hospitals and univer
sities could give. In 1963 the hospital 
started clinical training for licensed 
practical nurses. A Poison Control Cen
tre - one of 10 established in rural 
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Dauphin General Hospital - 1970 

hospitals - has been operating at the 
Dauphin hospital since 1962. 

Such development in the space of 69 
years could not have been possible with
out the voluntary service of the citizens, 
who have served on the board of directors 
of the Dauphin General Hospital. To men
tion several with long records as hospital 
trustees: the present chairman of the 
Board of Directors is Edward W. Haw
kins, QC, who has also headed the Mani
toba Hospitals association and served on 
the executive of the Canadian Hospitals 
association; his father, Robert Hawkins, 
who became a board member in 1909 
and was active until 1947, serving as 
chairman of both the local and the 
provincial boards, life' member of both, 
instrumental in forming the Associated 
Hospitals of Manitoba; W. R. McCor
mack, past chairman, served on the 
board for 35 years; H. N. Macneill, 
Wm. Cruise and Dr. C. S. Robertson, 
all past chairmen. John Gardner, senior 
member of the present board, has served 
continuously since 1926; is a former 
chairman of the board; a past chairman 
and life member of the Manitoba Hos
pitals association; and past chairman of 
the Western Conference of Hospitals 

1901 have been: Miss Sarah Picken, Miss 
M. C. Hyde, Miss Bertha Watson, Miss 
Laidlaw (Mrs. W. J. Harrington), Miss 
Kate Cotter, Miss Charlotte Kettles, 
Mrs. Clara Jones (Pearson), Miss Agnes 
Pearson (Cormack), Miss Myra Pearson, 
Miss Nell Negrych (McLean), Mrs. Madge 
Paul, Christopher Daly. 

Hospital board chairmen have num
bered 16 over the 72-year history: 
George King, Wm. Blackadar, S. Cohen, 
J. W. Johnston, J. E. Wallwin, R. J. 
Malcolm, W. A. Brinkman, W. R. Mc
Cormack, Wm. D. King, Enoch B. Arm
strong, Robert Hawkins, Dr. H. N. Mac
neill, John Gardner, Dr. C. S. Robert
son, William Cruise, Edward W. Haw
kins, QC. 

Employed in the capacity of hospital 
secretary-treasurer have been: L. J. 
Tritchler, Miss Winnifred Miller, A. J. 
Schmeidl. The board of directors sec
retarial duties, although carried out 
mostly by employed personnel, have 
been looked after by volunteers among 
the governors of the hospital -- among 
these being Robert Fagen, Mrs. W. K. 
Marsh, and Mrs. M. G. Peebles. 

associations. In November 1960, John Lysak, form-
erly of Moosomin and Yorkton, Sask., 

Superintendents of the hospital since was appointed Administrator of the Dau-
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ph in General Hospital. Major building 
expansions have taken place since, along 
with many administrative changes under 
the Manitoba Hospital Commission's 
health services program. One of the 
milestones of recent years was the 
accreditation of the Dauphin General 
Hospital in 1968. 

Full accreditation by the Canadian 
Council on Hospital Accreditation recog
nizes efficient management, plus facili
ties, services and staff to assure a high 
standard of patient care -- less than 50 
percent of Canadian hospitals have been 
accorded this status, so the Dauphin 
General Hospital administration and staff 
are justifiably proud of this achievement. 

Dauphin's hospital operations have of
ten been described as among the largest 
local industries. This is borne out by 
the fact that today the full-time staff 
numbers 200, with another 50 for part
time work; and the yearly payroll totals 
near a million dollars. 

MEDICAL DOCTORS OF DAUPHIN 

Dr. J. Robert Gunne has the dis
tinction of being the first doctor in 
this area commencing practice in 1894. 
He left in 1905 to specialize and re
turned in 1919 as an eye, ear, nose 
and throat specialist, in association 
with Dr. W. J. Harrington and Dr. W. 
G. Rogers. 

Dr. Gunne is given credit for a con
siderable share in starting the Dauphin 
General Hospital in 1901, along with Dr. 
E. Bottomley and Dr. S. Cameron. Dr. 
Cameron was on the medical staff of the 
hospital only a short time, being succeeded 
by Dr. W. J. Harrington. 

Dr. Ernest Bottomley came to Winnipeg 
in 1896 and to Dauphin in 1897. He was 
associated with Dr. Gunne until 1902 
when he set up his own office on Third 
avenue. During the typhoid epidemic 
his residence was pressed into service 
as a hospital and he was instrumental 
in obtaining the first hospital for 
Dauphin in 1900. His practice lasted for 
46 years. 

Dr. W. J. Harrington came to Dauphin 
in 1901 and was identified with the 
hospital from its inception until 1941. 
He was a graduate of the Manitoba 
Medical College. His gruff manner that 
camouflaged a tender heart became some
thing of a legend in the community. 

Dr. Donald M. Lineham was a McGill 
graduate who came to Dauphin in the 
1900's, later moving to Winnipeg. Dr. 
Walter Ross, a native of Holland, Man
itoba practised in Dauphin for a few 
years and was associated with Dr. 
Lineham 

Dr. R. B. Culbertson, born in Durham, 
Ontario, graduated in Toronto in 1897, 
practised in Michigan, then went back 
to Scotland and obtained a degree at 
Edinburgh. He came to Dauphin in 1902 
where he made a name for himself for 
his work in cure and prevention of disease, 
over a 16-year period. 

Dr. Walter G. Rogers was a Manitoba 
graduate who came to Dauphin from 
Kelwood in 1914. He became associated 
with Dr. Gunne and Dr. Harrington when 
the Dauphin Medical Clinic was set up. 
He was head of the Manitoba Medical 
Association in 1935. 

Dr. N. G. Trimble from Wawanesa 
came to Dauphin in 1918 after graduation 
to take over the practise of Dr. Cul
bertson. He joined the clinic but left 
for The Pas in 1926. 

Dr. A. J. Tripp arrived in 1921 
from London, Ontario. He had an office 
in his residence in the south end of 
town. He practised for about ten years 
before moving to Saskatchewan. 

Dr. Michael Potoski, of Sifton, graduated 
from Manitoba Medical College in 1926. 
He practised in his native village for a 
short period, then came to Dauphin and 
set up an office in the Stelck block, 
later in the Jaddock block. In 1958 
he moved into his newly built office on 
Third avenue NE. Dr. Potoski has long 
been a leader in the Ukrainian organizations 
in the area, first president of the 
Ukrainian People's Home, first president 
of the Self Reliance League of Canada, 
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and president of the local chapter of the 
Ukrainian Canadian committee. He is 
one of the directors responsible for 
establishment of radio station CKDM 
in Dauphin in 1950 and is a past president 
of the Dauphin Broadcasting Company. 

Dr. Royal E. Dicks brought to Dauphin 
the highest medical honor in 1957 when 
he was elected president of the Manitoba 
College of Physicians and Surgeons. He 
has completed 42 years of practice in 
Dauphin, and was honored in 1969 for 
having practised his profession for 50 
years, being presented with a honorary 
life membership in the Canadian Medical 
Association. "R.E." was born in Teulon, 
graduated from the Manitoba Medical 
College in 1919, spent a few months 
in Winnipeg, then came to Kelwood where 
he started his practice. In 1928 he 
joined the Dauphin Medical Clinic in 
association with Dr. W. G. Rogers, 
Dr. W. J. Harrington and Dr. J. R. 
Gunne. In 1951 he built clinic offices 
on Third avenue NE, in association for 
12 years with Dr. Gordon Ritchie. who 
had joined the clinic in 1946; and since 
1956 with Dr. L. J. Stephen. Dr. Dicks 
had been active in community affairs. 
as a member of the school board and 
the parks board and as a leader in the 
Rotary club and in the Masons. 

Dr. T. Frank Malcolm, son of pioneer 
T .T. Malcolm, graduated in 1930 and 
practised in Kelwood before joining the 
Dauphin Medical Clinic. He moved to 
Swan River in 1946 to practise, and ten 
years later joined the government health 
service at that point. 

Dr. Wm. Thorleifson was a Manitoba 
graduate in 1928, practised in Dauphin 
for a year after which he left to specialize 
in X-ray techniques and became a radio
logist at Vancouver. Dr. Kenneth Peacock 
and Dr. Elaine Peacock came here in 
1941 from Roblin, practised for two 
years and left for the West Coast. 

Dr. Adam S. Little, second local man 
to set up practice in Dauphin. graduated 
in 1942 from the University of Manitoba. 
came to his hometown after one year of 
post-graduate study, was associated with 
Dr. Dicks for a short time before setting 
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up his own offices in the Gardner block. In 
1951, Dr. Little and Dr. Marvin K. 
Brandt, who had come from Flin Flon, 
built a set of offices on Third avenue NW. Dr. 
Little left the next year for a post
graduate course at Bellevue Hospital in 
New York. He went to Edmonton in 
1955, wrote the exams and obtained the 
degree of Fellowship in the Royal College 
of Physicians of Canada with a certificate 
of specialty in internal medicine. In 
1956 he became associate of the 
American College of Physicians and in 
1957 was certified in internal medicine 
by the University of Alberta. He practises 
in Edmonton, is a teaching Fellow in 
medicine and on staff of the University 
Hospital. 

Dr. Joe Kagan was associated with 
Dr. Potoski for a short time, practised 
on his own with offices in the Breslaw 
block, left to do post-graduate study 
in surgery at St. Louis, after which he 
went on staff at St. Boniface. Dr. John 
Woods. a young Manitoba graduate, 
practised in Dauphin from 1950 to 1954 
with an office in the White block which 
he shared with Dr. Boris Symchych. 
He left to do post-graduate work in 
Toronto. Dr. Boris Symchych, a native 
of Winnipeg, came to Dauphin in 1952 
after two years of post-graduate work. 
He shared offices with Dr. Woods, then 
moved in 1957 to the medical building 
on Third avenue NW. 

Dr. W. Gordon Ritchie, third native 
son to become a medical practitioner 
in Dauphin, joined the Dauphin Medical 
Clinic in 1946 following graduation. He 
was associated with Dr. Dicks until he 
left in 1958 to do post-graduate study 
in opthamology in London. England. On 
his return to Dauphin he built his own 
office building on Main street north. 
He is presently member of the House 
of Commons for the Dauphin constituency. 

Dr. Marvin K. Brandt graduated in 
1936 and went to The Pas where he 
practised with Dr. J. Trimble for ten 
years. He moved to Flin Flon where 
a new hospital had been built. but left 
in 1951 to set up practice in Dauphin 
where Dr. Little had built a new medical 
building. 



Dr. Harry Little, native product and 
brother of Dr. Adam Little, practised 
in Grandview for 18 months before taking 
over his brother's office in the Brandt 
and Little building. He left in 1957 
for post-graduate study in psychiatry in 
Warren State hospital in Pennsylvania, 
with Dr. F. Joe Burgess taking over 
his office for several years before moving 
to Winnipeg. 

Dr. Laurie J'. Stephen, brought up in 
Dauphin, joined the Dauphin Medical 
Clinic in 1956 after a year of post
graduate study following graduation from 
the University of Manitoba. He is associat
ed with Dr. Dicks. In 1966 he served 
as president of the Manitoba chapter of 
the College of General Practitioners of 
Canada, and has the further honor of be
ing 1970 president-elect of the Manitoba 
Medical Association. 

Other doctors to practise in Dauphin 
in recent years have been Dr. T. K. 
Kolkind, Dr. W. D. Guy, Dr. B. M. 
Carleton, Dr. Thomas P. Grant, Dr. 
Allan Lysack, Dr. Brian Corbett, Dr. 
Keith McIver, and Dr. Erwin Braun. 

DENTISTS OF DAUPHIN 

Dr. George C. J. Walker established 
his dental practise in Dauphin in 1901, 
serving this area for more than 35 
years. The longest record of service 
was provided by Dr. Harry E. Bewell, 
who practised here from 1904 to 1945. 

Other early-day dentists were Dr. 
Wilbur Weir, Dr. Harold Trotter, Dr. 
Walter I. Bell, and Dr. Frank King. 

Two of the dentists presently practising 
here have been residents for more than 
30 years-Dr. A. D. (AI) McKee coming 
to Dauphin in 1932, and Dr. Clifford 
S. Rob,ortson in 1938. The other three 
dentists are "hometown" products of the 
Dauphin district: Dr. Vernon L. Watson, 
who opened his office in 1946; Dr. Stephen 
A. Heschuk, 1958; Dr. Orville M. Heschuk, 
1964. 

Dr. Robertson served as president of 
the Manitoba Dental Association in 1953; 
and Dr. McKee held the same office in 
1964. 

SENIOR CITIZENS' HOMES 

Need for elderly persons' low-rental 
accommodation was recognized by Dauphin 
citizens years before the first Dauphin 
Senior Citizens' Housing project was 
realized. In February 1961 town council 
called a public meeting to discuss the 
problem and a housing project committee 
was appointed: Mayor Harold Mobberley, 
Ed Johansen, J. M. Barr, Fred S. 
Zaplitny, Mrs. D. A. Ross, David Justice, 
Mrs. A. T. Warnock, Mrs. F. M. Bloom
field; with others added soon after, Paul 
Mizibrocky, Alex Oliphant, Miss Helen 
Marsh, Mrs. D. D. Grant, Michael Kutcher, 
E. W. Hawkins, QC. A special survey 
on housing needs for elderly persons 
was conducted with Miss Letitia Roe 
supervising the central survey office. 

Ed Johansen was named chairman of 
the citizens' project committee, and after 
efforts to bring surrounding municipalities 
into the financing of a hostel type of 
housing were unsuccessful, the committee 
proceeded to form the Dauphin Senior 
Citizens Homes Incorporation. and plan 
for motel type of housing. The non
profit organization was formed in 1964 
with seven charter directors listed on the 
incorporation document: H.J. Mobberley, 
E. Johansen, Marion Warnock, Laura 
Ross, Ooney Grant, Helen F. Marsh, 
David Justice, Paul J. Mizibrocky, 
Florence Bloomfield. 

With a $141,000 motel-type of housing 
planned and approved for federal and 
provincial assistance, a sod-turning 
ceremony was held June 23, 1965-with 
senior John A. McKillop turning the first 
sod. Ed Johansen continued to head the 
new corporation directorate, with Harold 
Mobberley, Mrs. D. A. Ross, Mrs. D. D. 
Grant, David Justice and Mrs. A. T. 
Warnock on his executive. 

A 20-unit project-15 single suites, five 
double suites-was built on property 
donated by the town, which was formerly 
part of the old fairgrounds, and provided 
space for future expansions. The first 
building was designed as a single-storey 
S-shaped "home" complete with central 
lounge and other facilities. Many service 
clubs, organizations and individuals con-
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tributed to the fund for furniture and 
equipment. The afternoon of Sunday, May 
29, 1966 marked the official opening of 
the new home for senior citizens, since 
named by the occupants the Happy Haven 
Homes. 

With this kind of accommodation in 
increasing demand. the Dauphin Senior 
Citizens' Housing corporation is planning 
a second building-with the 1970 directo
rate of Ed Johansen, president, Paul 
Mizibrocky, vice-president, Mrs. A. T. 
Warnock, secretary-treasurer, Mrs. Ray 
Wilson, John Tycholis, Peter Moroz, Joe 
Bonk, Gordon Fingas and Milt Barr 
planning the project. Provincial government 
approval has been received for 16 singles 
and four doubles in a furnished and 
equipped building estimated at a cost 
of $171,000. 

ST. PAUL'S HOME OF DAUPHIN 

In 1892 the community of the Sisters 
Servants of Mary Immaculate was found
ed in Ukraine. Its purpose was to extend 
its works of charity by ministering to 
the youth, the sick, the poor, the infirm 
and the aged. Ten years later in Novem
ber 1902, four of its members were 
sent out abroad to Alberta to extend its 
charitable works among the early Cana
dian settlers of the west. Soon their 
membership increased in this new coun
try, and in July of 1928 the Higher Su
periors of this community were approa
ched by a representative body of inter
ested people from Dauphin, to open up 
a mission home in this town of Dauphin, 

On August 22, 1928, two Sisters were. 
delegated for the Dauphin mission. Sis-· 
tel'S Lubow and Vicalia, encouraged by 
the cordial reception of the locale, dedi-· 
cated themselves wholeheartedly to ren
dering their services within the Ukrai
nian Catholic parish by teaching religion 
and Ukrainian to the children, visiting 
the sick, the poor and the needy, and 
offering whatever simple supportive care 
and assistance they were capable of ren
dering under the circumstances. 

On March 4, 1929, the Sisters bought 
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several lots and a home and with the 
help of volunteer workers, the home was 
renovated and altered to meet the needs 
of the Sisters. Although it was hard 
times, funds, supplies, and labor were 
given generously by many folk of the 
town and district. As the work load was 
increased more members of the SSM I 
community were sent out to assist in 
this mission. During the Sisters' con
tacts with the sick and the infirm, they 
were frequently requested to provide 
a special care home for them, as so 
often these infirm and the aged had no 
one to care for or look after them. 

In the summer of 1947, during the 
superiorship of Sister Alexandra. the 
preliminary plans for a nursing home 
began to develop. With the assistance of 
the Ukrainian Catholic parishes and their 
organizations, and several interested 
service clubs. a campaign was begun in 
1947 to provide this home for the aged 
and the infirm. On September 22, 1947 
Mayor W. L. Bullmore held a meeting 
with the Dauphin Town Council in regard 
to the St. Paul's Home for the aged and 
the infirm. A section of the home was 
prepared to temporarily a-ccommodate 
several aged who had no one to care for 
them. 

In the meantime several sections of 
the RCAF barracks were bought for 
$2.500. Finances were a constant source 
of worry, and although the barracks were 
moved from No. 10 airport in 1948, 
it was not till the spring of 1949 
that the barracks were made usable as 
a nursing home. During this period of 
time the Knights of Columbus of Dauphin 
were most generous with their assis
tance. Donations and loans were made by 
individual friends of the Sisters. and 
through the untiring efforts and valiant 
courage of Sister Alexandra. the nursing 
home became a reality. 

On May 3. 1949 the first guest was 
admitted to the St. Paul's Nursing Home, 
and by June 22 of that year the home was 
fully occupied with 27 senior citizens 
of various faiths. creeds and nation
alities. On September 11, 1949. the 
official opening of the home took place. 
On this occasion Hon. Sauveur Marcoux 



commended the Sisters Servants of Mary 
Immaculate for their zeal and spirit 
of sacrifice. He stated: 'This home is 
still another example of devotion and 
unselfishness of the Ukrainian Catholic 
nuns in the important field of Christian 
charity and service to mankind.' 

Throughout the years of operation 
the nursing home always had a full occu
pancy. Many applicants were requested 
to wait for an indefinite period of time 
until a vacancy presented itself. The 
applicants came not only from Dauphin 
and the close vicinities, but from many 
surrounding and outlying areas, even 
from other provinces of Saskatchewan 
and Alberta. Some of the residents of 
the home were private paying individuals, 
while a good number of them were in
digent and their local municipal district 
or town council covered their per-diem 
rate at the home. In 1960 the department 
of health and welfare amalgamated the 
nursing homes into its care and then the 
financial burden was lightened by govern
ment assistance. 

On November 25, 1959, a fire broke 
out and an estimated damage of $4,000 
made the home uninhabitable. The senior 
citizens were transferred to the hos
pitals at Dauphin and Ste. Rose du Lac, 
to private homes of relatives of the aged 
and friends of the Sisters. There was a 
quick response from the citizens of 
Dauphin and district and a volunteer 
committee was set up for the purpose 
of raising an emergency fund to assist 
in repairing the damage and restoring 
the home for use as quickly as possible. 
Contributions were made in behalf of the 
home by people of Dauphin, the Rural 
Municipalities of Dauphin, Ochre River. 
and Hillsbury, the parishioners of many 
surrounding Ukrainian Catholic parish
es, and many other church and service 
clubs and orga'nizations. 

The St. Paul's Home is a privately 
owned nursing home by the Sisters 
Servants of Mary Immaculate and it 
has always operated as a non-profit 
organization. Its objective is to alleviate 
suffering and provide the best possible 
and available care to the aged and the 
infirm regardless of race. creed. color 

or social status. The Sisters hope and 
pray to maintain this spirit of Christian 
charity and recognize the innate dignity 
and worth of each individual. 

Planning for a new 70-bed Personal 
Care home was started about 1965 and 
gradually took shape after a great deal 
of initial work led to final negotiations 
with the provincial authorities for elderly 
persons' housing. Financial assistance in 
the form of grants from the town and 
rural councils helped clear the way for 
getting the government's official go-~head 
on a $560.000 building to provide accom
modation. assistance and supervision of 
the elderly and infirm. The project was 
supported by $140.000 in provincial 
grants. 

The sod-turning ceremony held on the 
property in front of the nursing home 
Sunday afternoon. September 24. 1967 
was an historic event for the adminis
trator of St. Paul's Home. The ceremony 
was climaxed when Father Gregory Tep
ley. a pastor of the Ukrainian Church 
of the Resurrection for the ll-year 
period at the beginning of the nursing 
home. blessed the site of the new home. 

Actual construction started in January 
1968. and has been completed in two 
stages: residents were moved into one 
section in April and as accommodation 
became available more were moved until 
the second stage was completed in De
cember of that year. Today. the 1949-
vintage barracks building has been re
placed by an ultra-modern. spacious 
structure 268 feet across the front and 
230 feet in depth -- and costing over a 
million dollars by the time it is com
pletely furnished. Contributions from 
service clubs. organizations. business 
firms and individual citizens have helped 
to complete and furnish the new home. 

An official opening planned for June 
1970 will be a highlight of historic 
events in Centennial year for Dauphin. 
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Dauphin Business Section In 1904 

Main Street SOuth First Avenue S.W. 

Main Street North First Avenue N.W. 



Pioneers' Picnic at Old Exhibition Grounds in 1938 

Intermediate Hockey Team -
Early 1930's 

Hunters of the 
Dickson District 

Whitmore School Grade 5 (Mrs. J. B. 
Mcintyre teacher) in early 1900'5 . 

. Keld Church • 1917 

Wee Winners of Tom Scrase 
orial Cup - Maple Leafs of 1947 

South-End Children's Playground· Early 1950's 
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CHAPTER TEN 

Businesses of Dauphin 

Elevator Sky-line of Dauphin 

GRAIN ELEVATORS 

Prielr to 1896 there were no elevators 
in the area. The first one was built that 
year by the Bawlf Grain' Company in 
Dauphin and was operated by Frank Chase. 
and is now known as the National Grain. 
Lumber for this elevator was obtained 
from the Shaw brothers mill in the 
Riding Mountains. Its power was that 
supplied by horses. later engines were 
installed for use and then electricity 
employed. . 

Before 1896 grain was bought and handled 
through flat warehouses constructed along 
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the railway sidetracks. These warehouses 
were built on posts to bring the work 
floor on level with the floor of the box
car on the track. Grain was handled 
in bags in those days. and the bags 
were lifted from the farmer's wa~on onto 
a two-wheeled cart. up to 10 bags to a 
load. wheeled to the scale to be weighed. 
then back to a bin into which they were 
dumped. These bins were so constructed 
that the capacity could be increased 
simply by the addition of more planks 
on the side. The walls would. in the 
case of a large crop. reach as high as 
eight feet. To lift a bag of wheat that 
high, even with the aid of a plank half-



ways up to increase one's stature, 
required brute strength. 

To load a car from this crude structure 
entailed more labor. The grain was 
shovelled from the bin onto another two
wheeled structure, with 30-bushel capacity 
box, wheeled to the floor of the rail
road car and dumped. Again, as the level 
of the grain rose, doors were added, 
until the ceiling of the car was reached. 
All this with a scoop shovel. 

There were two such warehouses in 
Valley River which made for competition. 
The buyer on each side of the farmer's 
load of grain would take a sample of 
grain from a bag, and proceed to bid. 
The auction proceeded until one buyer 
walked off and then the other directed 
the farmer to his warehouse, or both 
buyers walked off and the farmer went 
home with his grain. There were no 
wheat boards, permits or quotas in 
those days. 

The first grain elevator in Valley 
River was built in 1905 by the Export 
Grain Company. This became the Canada 
Grain Co., then the Manitoba Government, 
the United Grain Growers, then the 
National Grain. The second elevator was 
erected in 1919 by the North Star Grain 
Company and the same company built 
one in Sifton the same year, for Fred 
Farrion. 

NATIONAL GRAIN ELEVATOR 

The National Grain lay-out in Dauphin. 
now with two elevators, annex, feed 
mill and merchandise shed. is a far 
cry from the little 25.000-bushel elevator 
bu'i!t in 1901 by the old Northern Elevator 
Company. This original member of the 
elevator skyline served the Northern 
Grain customers until 1948 when a feed 
mill was added. 

In 1952, after amalgamation with the 
National Grain in 1944, a new elevator 
was built and the old one converted 
into an annex. Another annex was added 
in 1959. 

The coal business, which at one time 

was big business with the National Grain, 
was gradually phased out to go along with 
the times and the company went deeper 
into the merchandise business. To 
accommodate this new product a mer
chandise shed was built in 1966 where 
chemicals, spray rigs and farm 
merchandise are stored. 

Managers among those responsible for 
furthering National interests in Dauphin 
have been F. E. Chase, R. D. Chase, 
R. A. Harvey, J. A. Ringstrom, G. G, Gel
horn, A. S. Halliday, S. B. Charles, L. A. 
Schneider and D. Hall. 

Superintendents who served the National 
Grain during this period and made their 
homes in Dauphin were: O.E. Roste, 
J.A. Ringstrom, H.W. Harris and L.A. 
Schneider. 

UNITED GRAIN GROWERS 
ELEVATOR COMPANY 

In the spring of 1906 an enterprising 
group of farmers in the Dauphin area 
decided to attempt to duplicate the Roch
dale style of marketing which had its 
beginning in England and became the fore
runner of co-operative movements. 

Since this was to be strictly a farmers' 
company only bona fide farmers could 
hold shares. A few farmers had the 
conviction to canvass the area for 
members-spearheaded by such supporters 
as Robert Cruise, John Fisher, Alfred 
Maynard and Gavin Strang. Fifty farmers 
signed to take shares in the new company 
in the initial canvass in 1906, and by 
1916 the membership had grown to over 
200. Par value of a share was $25, 
members putting {jp $2.50, the remainder 
to be paid through patronage dividends 
on grain shipped. Each member was 
restricted to four shares, later increased 
to 40, at present 100 shares are available 
to bona fide farmers. 

According to the minute book of the 
UGG Dauphin local, No. 199 the first 
official meeting was held on January 
14, 1918 with H.M. Thompson in the chair 
on a motion of Gavin Strang, seconded 
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by J.B. Robson. J. B. Robson became the 
secretary-treasurer on a motion by Wm. 
Buchannon and John Whitmore. Mr. Mc
Lellan of the UGG addressed the meeting 
on advantages of this type of marketing; 
a motion by J.L. McKay and Lorne 
McKillop resulted in a local board being 
set up to conduct the affairs of the 
company. President of the new local board 
was Archie Esplen with Lorne McKillop 
vice-president, and W. J. Ward secretary. 
Other members were Wm. Buchannon 
and Fred Smith. Farmers who have 
served as president over the years 
include Elgin Maynard, R. E. Fisher, 
Walter Wickes, W. D. Strang, E. A. 
Marcroft, Fred Parker, Wm. Fisher, 
Garnet Maynard, Charlie Fisher and 
Jack Fry. 

The United Grain Growers elevator in 
Dauphin has a storage space for over 
300,000 bushels of grain, handles every 
kind of cereal crops, besides flax, peas, 
rapeseed and mustard, together with farm 
supplies. weed killers, fertilizers, seed 
grains and forage grass seeds. The 
company has just purchased and installed 
an 100,000 pound scale capable of taking 
and weighing a large semi-trailer of 
wheat. 

The UGG movement itself has assumed 
leadership in improving conditions for 
marketing grain, in making changes in 
the grain trade, in improving bread wheat 
and coarse grains. It has made available 
scholarships for students taking agricul
ture, supported the 4-H movement, and 
given financial support to farm move
ments on both provincial and federal 
levels. 

FEDERAL GRAIN 
ELEVATOR COMPANY 

The present Federal Grain Elevator 
had its beginning in Dauphin under 
the name of the Liberty Grain Company. 
Constructed in 1918 and' open for business 
early in 1919 the elevator at that time 
had a capacity of 25,000 bushels. James 
Merrick was the first agent and he 
continued the business of the company 
until 1931. In 1929 the Searle Grain 
Company took over the ten year old 
elevator. 
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In 1931, P. Lucas became the buyer 
for Searle Grain in Dauphin, relinquish
ing the position after a year to Mr. 
Bailey, who held it until 1938 when Mr. 
Lucas returned to the ranks, buying 
grain there until 1940. Don McShane 
assumed the post at that time and held 
it until 1946 when L.P. (Pete) Johnson 
took over the agency. 

In 1966 the Searle Grain amalgamated 
with the Federal Grain and Mr. Johnson 
continued on as the operator. The capacity 
of the elevator has increased from the 
25,000 in 1919 to 65,000 and is at 
present one of the most up to date eleva-. 
tors in the area. It has facilities for hand
ling seeds, grains and various. farm equip
ment. Mr. Johnson has spent 23 years in 
the service of grain business to the Dau
phin area, serving the town and district 
in other areas as well. 

MANITOBA POOL ELEVATORS 

Early in 1927 a seven-man board was 
elected by the local farmers for the 
purpose of starting a Co-operative 
Elevator in Dauphin. The seven men 
were Gus Andries, Rowan Durstpn, Jack 
Seale, George Tucker, Robert Fair, 
Jack McKillop and W. A. Maynard. 

This board's job was to sign enough 
farmers to obtain 10,000 acres of land 
to obtain a charter from the registrar 
of Co-operative associations. On April 
26. 1927 the board, having acquired the 
required number of acres, called a 
meeting in the Pollon hall. Main purpose 
of this meeting was to elect a permanent 
board of directors. The first board com
prised George Tucker, Alex Boles. John 
Seale, Robert Fair, Lorne McKillop. Harley 
Armstrong and Rowan Durston. 

John Seale was elected president with B. 
F. Boughen engaged as secretary
treasurer. At the first meeting a motion 
stating that a 50,000 bushel elevator be 
built was carried. J. T. Taylor was 
engaged as operator at a wage of $150 
a month with a $25.00 a month bonus 
if he handled the business satisfactorily. 
Mr. Taylor's first job was to cull lumber 
used in construction of the elevator. 



Wilfred McDonald was hired as agent's 
helper. The elevator opened in the fall 
of 1927 at an approximate cost of $20.000. 

Although the elevator operated at a 
deficit the first year, the financial position 
steadily improved and has operated with a 
surplus since that time. In 1928-29 
the elevator handled 260,000 bushels of 
grain, a handle nine times its capacity, 
but the next year the handle was only 
135,000 due to a poor crop in the area. 

The elevator association continued to 
grow during the thirties and forties, and 
in 1948 the board of directors deemed 
it necessary to build another elevator 
alongside the old one-the new elevator 
to have a capacity of 35,800 bushels with 
an annex of 75,500-bushel capacity. 

In 1948 the Co-op Livestock Shipping 
Association amalgamated with the grain 
handling Co-op. 

In 1953 a 160,000-bushel elevator 
was built west of the Vermillion river. 
This was the largest elevator in Western 
Canada at the time, and gave the associat
ion a total handling capacity of 345,000 
bushels. 

The association, over the years, has 
employed only seven agents: J.T. Taylor 
who served from 1927 to 1944; P.J. Brown, 
agent from 1944 until he was promoted 
to travelling superintendent in 1947; 
Frank McBurney, transferred here from 
Forrest, in- 1947 and still the agent in 
"B" elevator; Roy Robinson, hired as a 
helper in 1948, operated the new elevator 
"A" when it was completed, and in 1953 
took over the latest elevator "C" until he 
left to take a position with Pool Packers 
in Brandon in 1965; Don Longmuire, 
who operated "A" elevator after Mr. 
Robinson left until transferred to southern 
Manitoba in 1965; Harvey Couling, present 
agent in "A" elevator, having come to 
Dauphin from Winnipeg in 1962; Lloyd 
Shindruk, operator of "C" elevator since 
1965. 

Local farmers who have served on the 
board of' directors, not previously 
mentioned, are Wyman Arthurs, Rod Dewar, 
Walter Carruthers, C. J. Seale, Chris 
Polloway, William Locke, R. H. Brown, 

C.R. Durston, Wes Dunfield, Harold Archer, 
Andrew Miller, John d!=Warle, John 
Litowitz. Vernon Rampton, A.V. Spencer, 
George Parker, J. Ross Ritchie, Russell 
Phillips. 

The present board consists of Harley 
Armstrong, chairman since 1936, Luke 
Boris, vice-president; Barry Spencer, 
Mike Prokopowich, Barry Durston, Bert 
Tucker, Adolph Werbicki. 

The association has employed five 
secretaries: Ben Boughen 1927-1945; 
A.W. Higgs, an agent's helper, until 1947; 
Russ Phillips 1947-1955; Jim Lawrence 
1955-1957; Ross Forbes since 1957. 

The Dauphin Co-op Elevator association 
is not only involved with the sale of the 
producer's grain but handles registered 
and certified seed grains, grass seeds, 
fertilizer, sprays, twine and marketing 
livestock. The Dauphin members have as
sisted other Pool organizations who, in the 
depression years, had to have financial 
assistance, to the amount of $17,500. 
The association has also paid $556,950 
back to the members in patronage dividends. 
A total of 18,292,130 bushels of grain 
had been handled to the end of the 1967-
1968 crop year by the Co-op facilities 
which cost $216,757 by then. 

Dauphin Flour Mill 

SHA W BROTHERS 

In the fall of 1889, James and Thomas 
Shaw, two young men from Ontario, 
arrived in the valley and set up a grist 
mill on the banks of the Valley river. 
Their experience in their native province 
included, in addition to milling, that of 
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lumbering so it wasn't long before 
a saw mill was erected beside the flour 
mill and the Shaw brothers were in 
business. Both industries were conducted 
under difficulties. 

Money was a scarce commodity, pay
ment for milling the wheat was often 
by "tool or tote", resulting in an accum
ulation of flour. This flour was traded 
for fish, mostly from Winnipegosis, and this 
entailed transportation, which of course 
in 1889 was by dog team and toboggans. 
Ed Batty, who owned the homestead 
adjoining the mill, worked for the Shaw 
brothers in the mill. 

In order to get logs for sawing the 
brothers went up into the Duck Mountains 
and floated them down the Valley river 
in the spring. Since there was no dam 
on the river, occasionally the ordinary 
boom across the river would not hold 
the logs and they went right on under 
out to Lake Dauphin. After tbis had 
happened for two years in succession they 
moved their mill up into the Riding Moun
tains where they secured large limits 
and operated on a large scale. They 
cut from one-half million to two million 
feet of lumber a year. 

In 1899 a part of this saw mill equip
ment was moved down the mountain and 
a saw mill was started on Edwards 
creek. An outlet for the sale of this 
lumber was located in Dauphin and was 
later known as Monarch Lumber Com
pany-Revelstoke Building Materials 
Limited today. 

The Shaw brothers later acquired a 
timber limit at Prairie River, Sask
atchewan where they went into lumbering 
in a big way. They built a railroad to 
transport the lumber to the mill. The 
entire venture proved unsuccessful and 
resulted in an end to the lumbering 
business for them. 

DAUPHIN BANKS 

BANK OF NOV A SCOTIA 

In tracing the lineage of the four 
local banks of Dauphin we find that of 
the Nova Scotia is the longest. 
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It was in 1895 that pioneer banker 
George Lighfoot Irwin put out his shingle. 
Such strides were made in the develop
ment of the district that the demands 
became too large for his more or less 
limited resources, and he turned his 
business over to the Bank of Ottawa 
in 1897, one year after the railroad 
connected the town with other parts of 
Manitoba. 

The Bank of Ottawa was absorbed 
by the Bank of Nova Scotia in 1919 
and two of Canada's oldest banks became 
one. The Dauphin branch has continued 
to operate on the same site at the corner 
of Main street and Second avenue NW 
that was chosen by the pioneer bank. 

Private banker Irwin was appointed 
first manager when the Bank of Ottawa 
opened here and purchased his business, 
and held this position until his retire
ment 17 years later. He was succeeded 
by John Kennedy who served as manager 
until 1926. R. Percy Eastman from Avonlea, 
Saskatchewan was appointed to the post 
in June 1926 and was here 20 years 
until he retired in 1946. 

The Nova Scotia was served briefly 
by John Boyle and J. A. Kyle for a 
year. Howard H. Hill was appointed 
manager on December 1, 1947; he was 
succeeded by N.B. Johnston in 1951; 
Murray I. Gamblin in 1953; P.J.T. Le 
Gallais in 1957; Ian McGregor in 1962. 
The present manager, Glenn D. Temple, 
arrived from Calgary in June of 1966. 
The bank building has since undergone 
a major expansion with extensive reno
vations. The official opening of the moder
nized structure, March 30, 1968, gave the 
customers a first-hand view of the expanded 
premises with all the latest banking 
facilities. 

CANADIAN IMPERIAL 
BANK OF COMMERCE 

The Canadian Bank of Commerce was 
the second bank to become established in 
Dauphin. On November 20, 1902 the first 
office was opened in a building just 
north of the Kings Hotel. The building 
was taken over very shortly by the owner, 
J.G, Harvey, and a law office set up. 



Canadian Bank of Commerce - 1903 

The bank then moved to its present 
site, building on Main street north near 
Second avenue. 

The first manager was D.H. Downie 
who was here for about ten years except 
for a short period around 1903 when John 
S. Munro was in charge. Mr. Downie 
was succeeded by E. R. Jarvis until 
1916; R.M. McCaul assumed manager
ship until 1921. 

Chas. Padley came to Dauphin in 
1921 and served as Bank of Commerce 
manager until his retirement in December 
1937. A. H. Marcon was then appointed 
and served until his retirement in Dec
ember 1944; J.W. Oliver until his re
tirement in 1949; D. H. Sneddon until 
his retirement in May 1955. While Mr. 
Sneddon was here additions and renovations 
were made to the building. 

S.J. Heggie managed the Dauphin branch 
of the Bank of Commerce from 1955 
to 1960 when he retired. His place was 
taken by Donald J. Cumberland and he 
was replaced in 1968 by Gordon Baron. 

BANK OF MONTREAL 

The Bank of Montreal established its 
Dauphin branch in November 1913-
becoming the bank wfth the third iongest 
history in town-in the Clark block on the 
corner of Main street and Second avenue 
NE. The first manager was F.C. Cummins 
who was in charge until 1.919. 

G.H. Crimes was appointed manager 
in September 1919 and spent nearly 14 
years in Dauphin. He was succeeded by 
Thos. Matheson in July 1933; A. J. 

Folkersen in March 1937; James Clarke 
in October 1945. 

While Mr. Clarke was here the premises 
were altered and expanded to their present 
size. Upon his retirement in June 1951 
Bruce C. Downey was appointed manager 
until August 1954 when he was trans
ferred to Estevan. and Stanley T. Mc
Culloch succeeded him until 1964. During 
1963-64 more renova tions and expansions 
were effected. and the block purchased 
by the bank. 

Charles N. Bentham came from Morris. 
in 1964 to take over the management, 
returning to the branch where he served 
as accountant in the late 1930's. 

ROY AL BANK OF CANADA 

The history of the fourth bank to 
establish a branch in Dauphin-the Union 
Bank of Canada-has become synonymous 
with that of the Royal Bank of Canada. 
It was in 1912 that the Union Bank 
started with H. K. Newcombe as its 
manager. He was succeeded by T. S. 
Fulton from 1920 to 1925. 

In 1926 the Union Bank merged with the 
Royal Bank which had opened a branch 
in 1921 in the McDonald Oliphant block 
on Main street and Burrows avenue. 
Manager of the Royal Bank in 1921 
was J.O. Spence; and 1922-24, H.H. Ingram. 
M.W. Gordon became manager in 1925 
and continued after the merger in 1926 
until the Royal Bank closed its doors 
in Dauphin in 1936. 

The Royal Bank returned to Dauphin 
in 1958 ~nd located in new premises 
built north of the Kings Hotel on Main 
street north. J.H. McIntosh became manager 
of the new branch, until his transfer 
to Shoal Lake in 1963. Clifford C. 
Lougheed assumed the position until late 
1967 when he was posted to Winnipeg 
to an administrative position in the dis
trict manager's department. Gordon S. 
Fingas came from Atikokan. Ontario in 
December 1967 to take over the Dauphin 
managership. 
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Dauphin's Four Oldest Businesses 

Dauphin Press, first published April 1896 
-forerunner of Dauphin Herald and 
Press. 

J. Buckwold and Sons-started in 1898 
by Jake Buckwold to sell wocd and 
horses, later coal and wood, then fuel 
oil. 
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Bank of Nova Scotia-first established 
as Bank of Ottawa in 1897. 

Sutherland and Stelck Hardware, estab
lished in 1898-forerunner of Scott's 
Hardware and Furniture. 



Dauphin Steam Laundry ·1906 

ROBERT HA WKINS COMPANY 

The oldest business established in 
Dauphin is the Robert Hawkins Company 
started in 1895 by H.P. Nicholson, one 
of the early pioneers in the district and 
for years the leading auctioneer in 
Northern Manitoba. Shortly after, G.A. 
Nicholson entered the firm which carried 
on as H.P. and G.A. Nicholson. 

In the year 1906 Robert Hawkins, who 
came from England in 1905, was engaged 
by the Nicholsons as accountant and 
stenographer. G. A. Nicholson retired and 
Mr. Hawkins was taken into partner
ship in 1909, the business being carried 
under the name of Nicholson and Hawkins. 

In the year 1914 H.P. Nicholson retired, 
and Mr. Hawkins continued to carry 
on under the old name until 1920 when 
the business was reorganized as Robert 
Hawkins and Company, with Mr. Hawkins 
as head of the firm; Miss Edna Code, 
general secretary; and Warren P. Wright 
in charge of insurance and accounting. 
The company was incorporated as a joint 

stock company by charter dated February 
14, 1933. 

In 1940 Edward W. Hawkins joined the 
firm, and also opened an office for the 
practice of law. In 1948, the firm 
erected a modern office building beside 
The Herald office. Ben Hall joined the 
organization and served as secretary
treasurer and manager of the extensive 
insurance department until 1969. 

Robert Hawkins was Liberal MLA for 
Dauphin from 1932 to 1949 and speaker 
of the Manitoba Legislature from 1936 
to 1949. 

DAUPHIN'S DRY-CLEANING PLANTS 

MODERN CLEANERS 

A handsome brick building, two storeys 
high, was built in 1906 to house the Dauphin 
Steam Laundry-located beside the town's 
electric power plant which had been 
constructed in 1904. For nearly 50 
years the laundry plant used live steam 
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obtained from the adjacent power plant. 
for its washing operations. 

Washing and ironing were the main 
two services handled here until 1950. 
The plant was purchased from H. V. 
Smith in 1922, and operated by J. A. 
Haddrell until he sold the business 
to Tommy Haverluck in 1950. 

Modern Cleaners. as Mr. Haverluck's 
business was known, continued to buy 
steam from the Manitoba Power 
Commission until the old power plant was 
shut down in 1951. He then installed his 
own high-pressure boiler which was 
again replaced in 1958 with the entire 
new system provided for the dry cleaning 
presses and washing operations. 

Over an eight-year period almost all 
the equipment in Modern Cleaners' plant 
was replaced, and an expansion project 
added a new building to the front of 
the plant. The modernization program 
was topped off with the huge giraffe 
sign "Topper" to draw attention, day or night 
to the dry-cleaning, laundry and fur 
storage establishment at the corner of 
First avenue NW and Gladys street. 

The operations of Modern Cleaners 
constitute an important industry, taking 
into account the plant staff, now under 
management of Jim Haverluck, plus the 
fleet of trucks and drivers to service 
the town and wide radius of the Dauphin 
area. 

SPECIALTY CLEANERS 

Specialty Cleaners has been operated 
by Harry Rospad in the plant at 21 
First avenue NE since 1948. A native 
of Sifton, Harry started in 1936 to gain 
his j;-]itial experience in the dry-cleaning 
business in Dauphin, then spent several 
years in larger dry-cleaning establish
ments if I Winnipeg and through the west. 
to learn- the skills and know-how of 
operating hjs own plant. 

In its 22-year history, Specialty Cleaners 
has undergone many changes, both in 
replacement of equipment and in expansion 
of the plant facilities. Major installations 
of new equipment were made in the mid-
1960's. 
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THE DAUPHIN HERALD 

The history of Dauphin would not be 
complete without the history of its oldest 
existing business, The Dauphin Herald 
Company Limited. Indeed, the history 
of Dauphin could not have been written, 
had it not been for the conscientious 
reporting of Herald staff and the full 
and complete recording of its editors. 
Within the pages of this paper lies the 
whole history of this area dating back to 
1896, faithfully recorded by such history
conscious people as George King, William 
S. Marsh, Jim Marsh and Helen Marsh, 
and Ruth Goodhand (Judson). Seventy
four years of the history of our town 
and area can be obtained, by visits 
to the provincial library located in the 
Legislative building of our province and 
scanning the pages of our paper filed 
on microfilm. 

As indicated by the name carried on 
its masthead for 50 years-The Dauphin 
Herald and Press-there was an early 
amalgamation of two papers, The Dauphin 
Herald and The Dauphin Press. This 
amalgamation occurred in 1917. Actually, 
there is a third paper involved in the 
history, The Dauphin Progress, which had 
a fitful career, instituted in 1921 and 
absorbed by the Herald in 1923, and went 
the way of many small town newspapers 
attempting to thrive on politics and promises. 

The actual newspaper life of our town 
begins back to April 1. 1896 when the 
first edition of the Lake Dauphin Pioneer
Press appeared under editor George S. 
B. Perry. The paper was printed in a 
building in Old Dauphin settlement more 
than a mile north of the present site 
of Dauphin. Pioneer names which appeared 
in that first edition were G.L. Irwin, Jos. 
Clark, Dr. Gunne, Capt. McIntosh. 

In 1897 when the town began to be 
established on its present site The Pioneer 
Press became The Dauphin Dress owned 
by a syndicate consisting of Dr. Gunne, 
Robt Malcolm, T.A. Burrows, J. E. 
HedderleYI D. B. Hanna and George King. 
For the first year George Shipley 
held the position of managing editor of 
the new company, after which the editor
ship was taken over by George King 
who continued in this capacity until 1911. 



In the meantime another newspaper had 
appeared on the Dauphin scene, the Weekly 
News, in 1899. It was instituted by Fred 
E. Nex and Thos. Odger who disposed 
of it one year later. George Barker had 
considerable interest in the business at 
this time and had as his assistant. 
Matt Jones. They carried on in a pre
carious fashion for a while and then 
closed up. On May 12, 1904 the concern 
re-opened under a new name, The 
Spectator, and with a new editor, S. A. 
Slocum. The latter was apparently of the 
irresponsible Bob Edwards Calgary Eye
Opener type, for sometimes he published 
his paper on time and sometimes he 
didn't. 

There were exactly 23 issues of the 
Spectator, then Mr. Slocum went on his 
way leaving the editorial chair and every
thing to Fred F. Moore. Mr. Moore 
changed the location of the plant from 
the south end to the north, and also 
changed the name to The Herald. 

In 1907 Moore sold out to joint stock 
company composed of J.G. Harvey, Robt. 
Hunt, R. G. Ferguson. W. H. Arnett 
and W.D. King (son of George King of 
The Dauphin Press). A few years later. 
W.D. "Will" King acquired the controlling 
interest in the business and became its 
sole owner. In 1911 he was joined by his 
father who had severed his connections 
with the Dauphin Press. In 1912 the 
present home of The Dauphin Herald 
was built and modern equipment for the 
execution of all newspaper and job 
work installed. 

Let's go back to the Dauphin Press 
again. When George King vacated the 
editorial sanctum the business was sold 
to a Mr. Dickenson who ran it for a 
short time after which he disposed of it. 
E. H. GUl'ton, Dr. W. J. Harrington 
and A. Bennett acquired control of the 
paper with Mr. Gurton as editor. They 
continued to operate it until 1917 when 
it was sold outright to The Herald. 

William D. King in company with his 
father, George King, conducted the newly 
amalgamated Herald and Press as a 
first-class rural newspaper of a high 
standard and the firm built up a pro
gressively modernized printing business. 

In 1925 William S. Marsh became 
editor, with William D. King as president 
and manager, along with his brother George 
as linotype operator. In 1931. Will Marsh 
arranged to buy the business from Mrs. 
Bertha King. Over the next 18 years 
under his management The Herald grew 
from a weekly newspaper using ready
print to a full eight-column, 14-16-18 
pages, all home-print newspaper with one 
of the largest circulations of any rural 
newspaper in Manitoba. ' 

William S. Marsh was joined by his 
son, William K. Marsh, when he took 
over the business in 1931, and four years 
later by his second son, A. James Marsh. 
who became editor in 1938 for three 
years. In 1938 his daughter Helen joined 
the staff. became news reporter during 
the war years, and editor in 1944. William 
K. Marsh was manager for a period 
of 30 years until 1965, as well as being 
president of the company for five years. 
The position of publisher and president 
was held by W. S. Marsh until 1949. 
and for eleven years by Mrs. W. S. 
Marsh (the former Edythe E. King). 

Publisher and president of the company 
is now Helen F. Marsh. Since 1969 
the company has published two weekly 
newspapers, The Dauphin Herald and The 
Parkland Enterprise. 

-Contributed by E. Ringstrom 

THE OLIPHANT BLOCK 

The Oliphant Block located on Lot 
11, Block 9, Plan 243, on the south 
west corner at the intersection of Main 
north and Burrows avenue has long been 
known as the key lot of the town of 
Dauphin. 

It was purchased in 1898 by Mrs. H.G. 
R. McIntosh, wife of Captai~ David Mc 
Intosh, from Mackenzie and Mann, builders 
of the Canadian Northern Railway 
(originally named the Lake Manitoba 
Railway and Canal Company), at the 
price of $200. Captain McIntosh moved 
some buildings in from Old Dauphin which 
was one mile north of the present town. 

In 1901 Mrs. McIntosh sold the property 
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Holiday Festivities on Main Street 

to C. Frank Turner, for the sum of 
$4,500 and he operated a hardware store 
on the corner, the south part being 
used for a confectionery store. In 1906 
Frank Turner sold the building and lot 
to John A. Campbell, lawyer, for 
$16,000; RJ. Malcolm anef his brother 
took over the hardware store from Frank 
Turner. 

Meanwhile around the corner on a 
location next to the present civic admin
istration building, pioneer A. J. (Sandy) 
McPherson had been conducting a hard
ware business. When the firm of McDonald 
and Voigt decided to go into the hardware 
business they bought out the McPherson 
store. With no knowledge of the hard
ware business they engaged an experienced 
man in the person of James S. Oliphant. 
who had started his apprenticeship in 1899 
in Scotland. Coming to Canada in 1904, 
he worked in J.H. Ashdown's retail store 
until it burned down, in October 1904, 
then went to Ashdown and Bossons in 
Swan River where he remained until 
1907. He came to Dauphin in September 
1907. 

That same year, 1907, McDonald and 
Voigt took over the Malcolm brothers' 
store on 11-9-243 and gave up the Mc 
Pherson store. Occupying the building 
were McDonald and Voigt on the corner 
with front and side entrance; Will S. 
Marsh on the south side with candy, 
ice cream and confectionery-he made his 
own ice cream with cream brought in 
each morning at 8 o'clock by Mrs. Charlie 
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McLachlin and her daughter Mona 
(Mrs. Gordon Churchill). A small building 
behind the store was occupied by Joe 
Barker; this building had at one time 
housed the post office. There were two 
stores behind to the lane; one occupied 
by James A. Ball as a tailor shop, and 
the other a Chinese laundry. James A. 
Ball later became collector of customs 
with an office in the Burrows Block. 

On January 27, 1910 the property 
was taken over from J.A. Campbell at 
$20,000 and a limited company was formed 
with D.D. McDonald, J.F. Voigt and J.S. 
Oliphant as officers. In 1913 an arrange
ment was made with the Union Bank 
of Canada to erect the present building 
and it was ready for occupancy in 
September. In 1915 it was decided to open 
up a grocery business, as the Dauphin 
Mercantile company (Robert Lilly's) had 
closed. The grocery department was 
opened on April L with Ben Shepherd 
in charge of a high class of grocery stock. 

In January 1919 John F. Voigt with
drew from the company and a partner
ship was formed between D.D. McDonald 
and J. S. Oliphant. When Ben Shepherd 
retired, Alec Oliphant was invited to come 
out from Scotland to take charge of the 
grocery business. He arrived in November 
1919 after obtaining his discharge from 
military service. 

In 1936 the Royal Bank, which had been 
occupying the corner portion of the 
building closed its business in Dauphin 



and alterations had to be made. Bruce 
C. Goodhand took over some of the 
premises for his drug store business. 

D. D. McDonald retired in 1944 and 
Oliphant's Hardware and Groceries took 
over with J. S. Oliphant and Alec Oliphant 
as partners. On June 1, 1958, Alec Oliphant 
retired and J. S. Oliphant took over the 
building and business. Paul Mizibrocky. 
who had started working for the firm in 
1918, took charge of the hardware business. 
James Oliphant Jr. who entered the 
business in 1933, looked after the 
grocery department, and became general 
manager. 

The building was sold in 1960 to Mr. 
and Mrs. H.A. Breslaw; the main floor 
has been renovated to provide office 
space for several businesses. The new 
owners decided that this landmark building 
should be known as the Oliphant Block. 

JOHN GARDNER AND SON LIMITED 

John Gardner started his tailoring 
business in Dauphin 53 years ago. He 
served his apprenticeship in his native 
Ireland and came to Canada in 1913, 
as so many young men from the British 
Isles were doing. He worked with a 
tailoring firm in Winnipeg for four years 
before coming to Dauphin in 1917. 

How did he happen to come to Dauphin? 
He had been trying to locate for himself 
in Winnipeg, when he was handed a 
letter written to the Tailors' Union by 
J.N. McFadden, saying there was a good 
opening for a tailor in Dauphin, and that 
he had a first-class shop for rent for 
the purpose. He talked it over with Mrs. 
Gardner and they decided he should go 
to Dauphin and look over the possibilities. 
He did and rented a tiny shop on Burrows 
avenue, and the die was cast. 

He ope;Jed the little shop on March 1. 
1917 and it thrived from the first. 
Three months later he moved to larger 
premises across the street. Still later 
he expanded again by taking more space 
in the same building. By 1921 he was 
employing four coatmakers and several 
girls. Then in 1926 he added men's wear, 

moving to what is now the Robson drug 
store, and took over the business of 
E.J. Wallwin. After a year he moved to 
the Malcolm block, or.cupying the old 
W. G. White Store which had moved 
across the street. In 1939 he moved again 
to another shop in the same block. 

A major move was made in 1947 
when Mr. Gardner bought the Cameron' 
Block on the south-west corner of Main 
and Third avenue north, remodelled and 
enlarged the premises, and moved into 
the corner part. Good workmanship, 
integrity and an astute business sense 
had brought the Gardner store a long 
way from the "little hole in the wall". 

Robert S. Gardner became a partner 
in the business in 1945. A year after 
their 50th anniversary in 1967, John 
Gardner and Son Limited completed 
another remodelling and expansion project. 
The family business is now into 
the third generation, with Bob and Lorna 
Gardner's son Bob joining the firm in 
1968. 

J. BUCK WOLD AND SONS 

It was in 1898 that Jake Buckwold set 
up in business for himself in the little 
village of Dauphin. He had previously 
worked for a merchant by the name 
of Finklestein. His little shop was located 
on the corner of Main and Third avenue 
NW. He dealt in horses and fueL 
principally wood. 

Horses and wood were commodities of 
first importance at that time. The dis
trict was being opened rapidly. Tractors 
and self-propelled machines were far 
in the future and oxen were much too 
slow. Horses, therefore. were in great 
demand. Mr. Buckwold was a particularly 
good judge of horses. Wild, unbroken 
broncos from the Canadian west were 
brought in by the carload. Usually a 
cowboy came with them and stayed 
around for two weeks or so, helping 
to break the horses to harness. 

Wood as a fuel was all important. 
There were few homes that didn't have 
a huge pile of cord wood in the back 
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yard or on an adjacent lot. The sound 
of the bucksaw and the axe in the hand 
of the home owner, or the boys of the 
house, or the handy man, was common, 
and later the whine of the sawing machine 
was heard. 

At first, the wood was mostly tamarac. 
shipped in from districts north and west 
of Dauphin. Later poplar, and some 
spruce. was brought in by sleighs from 
the mountain and stockpiled by the 
dealers. 

In 1900 Mr. Buckwold moved to the 
Barker building-(now the site of the 
Dauphin Community Inn). In 1902 he 
married Bessie Silverstein; their 
children, four girls and three boys, were 
all born and raised in Dauphin: Celia 
(Mrs. Jim Greenblat), Elsie (Mrs. J. 
Toll), Rita (Mrs. Irving Cooper); Sybil 
(Mrs. Saul Bay); Alf, Percy and Harvey. 

For about two years Mr. Buckwold 
operated a liquor store on First avenue 
NW (where the Dauphin Musical Supplies 
now stands) but he kept his interest 
in thc hurse supply business. Later he 
moved to where Eli Bay's store is 
located. In the early 1920's he sold out 
to Bay's and opened in the Massey Harris 
building at the corner of Main and First 
avenue south. About 1930 he added 
machinery to his stock in trade. 

From this location he continued the 
sale of horses, this part of his business 
being conducted from McKinstry's livery 
barn. Alf joined the business in 1927; 
Percy joined in 1930. Alf tells the story 
of the one time he and Percy tried their 
hand at horse dealing. A farmer came into 
the store and wanted to buy a tractor. 
He had no money but he did have a good 
looking horse which he would trade in 
on it. They thought they knew horses, 
This looked like a good deal. They took 
the horse. But when they tried to sell 
it, it seemed stupid and prone to stumbling. 
It finally dawned on them-it was blind! 
They took the loss and thereafter left 
horse-trading to more experienced heads. 

The present Buckwold firm consists 
of Alf and Harvey. who entered the firm 
in 1940. The move to the present large 
modern warehouse and office which they 
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had built for the purpose was made in 
1952. They maintain the same high 
level of business integrity set by their 
father. This. and active participation 
in community affairs, have made them 
valuable and respected citizens of the 
town where they were born and raised. 

STELCKS - SCOTTS 

The hardware and furniture business 
of Scott's Hardware Limited is this year 
celebrating 72 years of continuous enter
prise and on the same site--thus sharing 
an anniversary distinction with the Bank 
of Nova Scotia. They both hold the honor 
of having their line of business carried 
on in the same location throughout the 72-
year history of Dauphin. 

From its early years, the Sutherland 
and Stelck Company Limited was des
cribed as one of the finest hardware stores 
in Northern Manitoba-and one of the best 
in the west. This is a reputation which 
has been maintained through the years, 
from the original ownership by David 
Sutherland and A.H.F. Stelck through the 
period when the store was operated as 
Stelck's Limited, and since 1952 as Scott's 
Hardware Limited under the ownership 
and management of Robert P. Scott and 
son Barrie Scott. 

In February, 1898, David Sutherland and 
A.H.F. Stelck formed a partnership 
and purchased the hardware stock of 
W. J. Bigham on the present Main street 
site. In 1902 the store burned down 
and was replaced by the Stelck Block. 
The business was carried on as a partner
ship until 1913 when a joint stock company 
was formed. In 1927 Mr. Stelck purchased 
the interest of Mr. Sutherland and the 
store became Stelck's Limited. 

Bob Scott came to Stelck's in 1928 
from Boissevain. Even during the 
depression years of the 1930's the opti
mistic business enterprise of Mr. Stelck 
led the way to further expansion of the 
store's departments and major alterations 
in the Stelck block. In Mr. Stelck's own 
words: "Enthusiasm and optimism, tem
pered with good judgment and co-opera
tion between business men and citizens 



will make Dauphin the capital business 
centre of Manitoba". 

Mr. Stelck retired from the business 
in 1932 to live at the coast, and Bob 
Scott was managing director until 1945 
when he had the opportunity to purchase 
the business. In 1952 he bought the 
entire block of stores and business offices. 
The name of the hardware and furniture 
business was then changed to Scott's 
Hardware Limited. 

Practically everything about the store 
has changed since. and the business has 
grown immensely. A notable improvement 
made by Bob Scott was the opening up 
of the large display windows and the 
installation on 700 feet of fluorescent 
lighting throughout the main floor depart
ments and the basement sections. 

In June 1961 a complete new "wing" 
was opened, with expansion of the store 
to take in the premises formerly occupied 
by Woolworth's, and the area remodelled 
t~ serve as the furniture section of 
Scott's. The style of the front, tied in 
with the adjacent hardware section on 
the north side. makes the whole length 
of the store-front an impressive show 
window. The main premises benefitted 
from the expansion move. with more 
space for hardware, sporting goods, 
luggage and gift wares. Further re
modelling of the front was another major 
project in 1966. 

DAUPHIN's RESTAURANTS 

Forty-one years in the restaurant 
business-plus building the La Verendrye 
Restaurant with complete accommodation 
in lunch room and dining room facilities
assure Edward Haller of top honors today 
as the most experienced restaurateur 
in Dauphin. 

Edward Haller came to Dauphin from 
Winnipeg in April 1929, bought a half 
interest in the Candy Kitchen (where 
Mary-J ayne Shoppe now is), acquired 
full ownership later that same year. 
and operated the Princess confectionery 
and eating establishment for 21 years. 

At one time he also leased and managed 
the Kings Hotel, which had previously 
been operated by James Connor and by 
Tom Buie, under ownership of Robt. 
Ferguson, then leased by Walter Brierley 
who operated all three hotels iiJ town. 
the Hamilton, Dauphin and Kings. Mr. 
Haller was in this hotel business from 
1935 to 1939. when Goldie Dixon bought 
the building and contents. 

In 1950 Mr. Haller took over the 
bus depot operation, for Phil Geiler who 
owned the bus depot building (formerly 
the Star theatre), and continued to 
operate this business until 1962. The 
Bus Depot today is managed by John 
Philopulos, assisted by brothers Steve 
and George. 

In the meantime, the La Verendrye 
Restaurant of today was being planned 
and constructed, next to the bus depot. 
and was opened by Mr. Haller in November 
1958-featuring the complete facilities of 
the Chuckwagon room, the Pump room and 
the Carriage room for the pleasure of 
local and tourist customers. 

Dozens of restaurants have come and 
gone in the lifetime of Dauphin. Back 
in earlier days there was the Marsh 
Confectionery. operated by Will S. Marsh 
for more than ten years until he joined 
the town administrative staff in 1923; 
taken over by Pat Mulligan until 1929 
when Suey Guy moved here from Canora. 
Saskatchewan and opened the Grange 
Cafe, renovating the premises into a full
fledged eating establishment. Proprietor 
since August 1955 has been Park Chow. 
brother of Mrs. Mamie Guy; in 1958 
the kitchen was remodelled with all new 
equipment, and a new front was designed 
and built in 1966. 

The Hamilton Hotel has a long history 
of dining-room service, dating back even 
before the proprietorships of Roxy Hamilton 
and Dan Hamilton ... the name of the 
hotel was changed to The Towers in 
1960 when John Kiernicki bought and 
completely renovated the facilities... and 
since May 1964 The Towers has offered 
both dining room and coffee shop service. 
under the management of John, Bill and 
Merv Baron. 
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The Elite Cafe located on Main street 
south was in the Lazaruk family for 
32 years, being purchased by Ba.sil 
Lazaruk in 1935 and operated by him 
after he left the teaching profession in 
1943. The building and business was 
sold in 1967 to Mr. and Mrs. John 

avenue NW since January 1951; Petersen's 
Tea Room, operated in conjunction with 
Petersen's Bakery, on Main street north; 
Hong Kong cafe (formerly the Wings) 
operated by Allan Chan on Main street 
south; the lunch counters in Woolworth's 
and in Dauphin Department store; and the 

•••• ,iO;. -. <..~. 

Ma~or Hotel,"~Main Street South - 1897 

Sawchuk, and is operated today as Mid
Town Confectionery. 

The Kings Hotel underwent major 
renovations after being purchased from 
Goldie Dixon by Thomas Ewanchyshen 
and son Ted in 1946. A three-storey 
addition was built to the east in 1950-51, 
and six years later the present dining 
room and coffee shop facilities were 
provided by another addition to the north. 
after which the fr(mt of the hotel was 
modernized. 

The Gordon Boulevard Hotel, on 
Memorial Boulevard, was built by Pete 
Hawryluk in 1953. and sold to the Gordon 
Hotels in 1960: coffee shop and luncheon 
facilities are combined with a separate 
room for banquets. 

Other restaurants providing modern-day 
service include the Blue Belle, owned 
and operated by Steve Hawrysh on First 
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cafeteria on the mezzanine floor of the 
Dauphin Consumers Co-op shopping cen
tre. 

Among the eating establishments which 
operated for many years were the Rex 
and the OK cafes, on First avenue NW; 
and the Liberty cafe next to the Dauphin 
Hotel, operated by Toy Sing Guy from 
the early 1930's until 1941 when the 
premises became a part of the Dauphin 
Hotel under the management of Monk 
and Bethel Steele (nee Wallace). With 
the replacement of this 50-year-old 
landmark by the Dauphin Community Inn 
in 1969, dining room and coffee shop 
accommodation has been offered in the 
modernly designed building at the corner 
of Main street and First avenue NE. 



Delivery by Bryce's Pioneer Bakery. 

DAUPHIN BAKERIES 

Home-produced bread and bakery 
products are something Dauphin residents 
have been accustomed to since pioneer 
days, right through the years to today's 
bakery industries. 

The Bryce building on Main street 
south was erected in 1897 by John Bryce, 
who operated it a couple of years, after 
which it was managed by Robt. Cruise, 
then in 1899 by Fred Davis. Two years 
later Mr. Bryce took over the business 
again. (Nellie, a horse later owned by 
Matt Lee, drew the first Dauphin Bakery 
deli very cart). 

Bryce's Bakery continued operations 
here for years after John Bryce with 
sons Hancey and Reg, moved to Winnipeg 
to establish their bakery industry, shortly 
after the first war; Cece Bryce was in 
charge of the business, with H. Carter 
as baker until 1927; later Mac McElwain 
and Ben Sheppard managed the store; 
Thomas Hutchison, became manager of 
the bakery in 1927, purchased the 
business in the late 1940's; and owner
ship changed hands once more before this 
60-year-old industry closed in the mid-
1950's. 

In February 1922, 1. C. Montgomery 
and Son opened a new bakery on Front 
street west, known as the Dauphin Bakery 
Company. This business carried on about 
a dozen years. 

In 1920 A.H. Lepper moved to Dauphin 
from Gilbert Plains, and after managing 
the grocery department of the Rams~y
Wright store for two years he took over 
the former Palace Bakery located in 
part of the old W.G. White building. In 
1926 Harold Lepper moved his bakery 
and grocery store into the Cameron 
building on the corner of Main and Third 
avenue NW, where Lepper's Bakery (later 
better known as Pollyanna tearoom) 
operated until March 1947. 

Bakery industries in the White building 
were carried on by Tom Fradley for eight 
years, then by W. T. Hadway who 
operated his business as Western Bakery 
from 1934 to 1945, then in 1953 started 
the Dauphin Bakery which he still owns, 
in conjunction with the Dauphin Bakery 
and Supermarket business. 

When the Pollyanna business closed in 
1947, Svend Petersen-who had managed 
this bakery for six years-went into 
business for himself. With his wife 
Peggy in charge of the tearoom, Petersen's 
Bakery and Tearoom was opened for 
business in May 1947, in the building 
formerly occupied by the Victory cafe, 
on Main street north. This building was 
remodelled, and expanded in the bakery 
department, in 1965. with extensive 
front renovations in 1967. 

The Western Bakery name was carried 
on when Max Lanin and Ted Drabbit went 
into partnership in 1947, in the premises 
previously occupied by Bill Hadway. In 
the early 1950's they moved to the build
ing next to the post office on Burrows 
avenue, and renovated the portion 
formerly operated as a stationery store 
(McCormack's, Easterbrook's, Bretts). 
The Western Bakery business was sold 
to Jack Quirie and Sam Andreason in 
1956, and in 1966 was completely re
modelled and expanded to take in the 
whole building. 

THE PEOPLES STORE 

Clearly reflective of the progress of 
Dauphin is that made by The Peoples 
Store in its 57-year history. In 1913 
1. Isaacovitch came to Dauphin and opened 
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up shop in what was then the Blue Store
located where Allard's repair shop building 
is now on Second avenue NW. After 
operating in this location for a few years 
Mr. Isaacovitch moved into the George 
Johnson building on the east side of 
Main street south; this building was 
eventually pulled down to build the 
Memorial Boulevard approach to the DMCC 
grounds. 

In 1929 Mr. Isaacovitch took over from 
the town the vacant building next to the 
present town civic offices-at one time known 
as the Caldwell-Rzesnoski store. He 
repaired the building before opening up 
as the North-West Salvage Co. In 1931 
he was joined by his son-in-law. Harry 
A. Breslaw. who had been working at 
Eli Bay's store for seven years. 

Through a contest they re-named the 
business The Peoples Store. At the end 
of 1944. Harry Breslaw bought the entire 
business. The following year he purchased 
the Malcolm Block on Main street, and 
in 1947 moved over, at first occupying 
half the premises and gradually expanding 
until The Peoples Store occupied the 
whole of the renovated ground floor of 
the building. 

ROY AL BILLIARDS 

The Royal Billiards business has a 
history of 65 years or more-one of the 
longest in Dauphin. The large building 
which houses the billiard room and 
tobacconists shop on First avenue NW 
(long known as Front street) had been 
owned and operated by Tom Corrigan and 
Bill Justice when Mike Zworon bought the 
property and business in April 1916. 

The billiard room had ten small tables 
when Mike Zworon took over. In the course 
of extensive renovations in 1921 he 
installed eleven large tables. 

In 1945 he went into partnership with 
Jim Vea!, who started working at 
Royal Billiards in 1926. Ownership of the 
business has been in the Veal family 
since 1964. 
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ELI BA Y LIMITED 

. A continuous operation of 60 years 
ill the same location on Main street 
is to be found in the history of Eli 
Bay Limited. with two gener'ations of 
the Eli Bay family having been at the 
head of this progressive merchandising 
business. 

In January. 1910 Eli Bay started in 
business on Main street by buying out the 
concern of Buckwold and Corman. In 
1918 Sam F. Katz was taken in as a 
partner, and the firm operated as Bay 
and Katz. ' 

About the same time. Mr. Bay began 
to manufacture shirts and overalls in 
Winnipeg, operating the KBB Manufactur
ing Company there until 1922 when the 
partnership of Bay and Katz was 
dissolved and Mr. Bay again operated 
the firm as Eli Bay's. The firm was 
incorporated in 1935 as Eli Bay Limited 
and has since been under the manager
ship of Saul M. Bay, who joined his 
father in the business in 1930. Brother 
Harry Bay also entered the business in 
1930. Associated with Bay's since 1935 
and 1937 have been Johnny Kay and Earl 
McBride. Saul's son, Jack Bay, joined the 
staff three years ago-bringing a third 
generation into this business, 

The old building was torn down in 
1926 and rebuilt, enlarging the premises 
to carry a complete stock in men's 
wear and footwear. Ladies' shoes were 
carried until 1953 at which time they 
were sold out to enable the store to 
enlarge its growing men's department. 

The impressive neon sign across the 
full width of the front was a moder
nization project of 1959. The store was 
completely remodelled in 1966-from the 
ceiling with new lighting system, to the 
sales counter furnishings, to the modern
ized front windows and entrance. 

LITTLE'S BUSINESS COLLEGE 

In February 1917, with the establishing 
of the Dauphin Judicial district, Thomas 
Little moved to Dauphin with his family, 



to take the position of court reporter. 
He had come out from Glasgow, Scotland 
as a young man in 1904. Over the next 
35 years he served as court reporter," 
barrister and magistrate. 

Thomas Little was also the founder of 
Little's Business College, opening classes 
for shorthand, typing and bookkeeping in 
1927, upstairs in the Ramsay-Wright 
building. He was assisted by Robert 
Fagen, teaching bookkeeping, and Lillian 
Christie, who helped with the shorthand 
lessons. In the mid-30's Miss M.L. 
(Vine) Hunt joined the staff, to teach 
shorthand and typewriting. The business 
college moved to the basement of the new· 
medical clinic built at 18 Third avenue 
NW, in 1951. 

Today, Little's Business College continues 
to provide Dauphin's only post-high school 
training (it used to share this honor 
with the hospital's school of nursing, 
which closed in 1960). The business college 
is owned and operated by Miss Vine 
Hunt, with Mrs. C. A. McDonald assisting 
with bookkeeping and typing instruction. 

DAUPHIN's FLORIST INDUSTRIES 

HAZELL'S FLORISTS 

. Although dedicated throughout his life 
to the culture and raising of flowers 
it was, aptly enough, a bouquet of flowers 
that was to attract Herbert W. Hazell 
60 years ago toward the world of flowers 
as a career, and lead to his becoming 
Dauphin's leading florist. 

Not long in this country, young Herb 
Hazell in 1910 had not yet settled and had 
been earning a few dollars cutting spruce 
in the Riding Mountain district when a 
falling tree injured him enough to hos
pitalize him for a period. A well-arranged 
bouquet found its way to his bedside; 
his enquiries traced the source of the' 
flowers to the establishment of Wm. 
Blackadar, then the local florist. Shortly 
after, Herb Hazell became employed in 
that florist shop. 

After he had worked for Mr. Black
adar for a year, the florist suggested 

he take over the business. The transfer 
was effected and Mr. Hazell became 
owner of Hazell's Florist business in 1911. 
He purchased the building which today 
houses the office on Main street south, 
from Sam Katz in 1929. In 1936 his 
florist shop was accepted as a member 
of the Florists' Telegraph association, 
providing what was then a relatively 
new service in the business. 

Mr. Hazell's son Herbert E. joined the 
business in 1950 and today he and his 
wife Joan (nee Mark) are carrying on 
the family tradition. In the spring of 
1966 they undertook a major expansion 
project by adding greenhouse facilities for 
bedding plants and vegetable transplants. 

LYSGARDENS 

Initially, it took courage to establish 
a florist's business during the early part 
of the 20th century. It also required a 
wealth of vision for Hugh Lys and his 
wife Eleanor to wrest their beautiful 
garden out of a typical piece of Canadian 
bush. They defied all pessimistic "experts" 
by raising a thriving fruit orchard in this 
north-western region. They blazed a trail 
and showed the way for others to 
follow. 

It is now some 65 years since Major 
Hugh Lys and his artist wife Eleanor 
came to town from their Melton homestead 
and, out of the riot of spruce ancl elm 
by the Vermillion river at the fo.)t of 
what is now Oak street, wrought and 
designed a place of such rare beauty 
that it was to become a challenging 
landmark. 

Two pairs of hands carved out labrynth 
pathways, planted flowers, shrubs and a 
variety of hardy fruit trees. The completion 
of this breath-takingly beautiful garden 
was-the introduction of more than 80 
hives of bees for purposes of pollination. 
Their apiary was among the first 
here. Through the years the Lys Gardens 
flourished. 

In due course Michael Sytnick, retired 
from a teaching career, purchased the 
Lys property in 1950. He and his wife 
Sonya, both ardent horticulturists and 
admirers of the work done in the Lys 
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First Baptist Ohurch 

Facts About Dauphin 

District 

Con t a ins 3,948,526 
acres; under cultivation, 
883,050 acres; surplus of 
3,065,476 acres. Has 
population of 35,8H; can 
support a million. Has 
36,211 horscs; .b u y s 
horses cvcry season. Has 
67,945 cattle; ready mar
ket for all that can be 
raised at good prices. 
Has 3,340 sheep; sheep 
do well but some are 
brought in from the 
States to supply Winni
peg. Has 21,044 hogs; 
hogs sold as high as 
$10.50 a hundredweight 
in Winnipeg last year. 
Has 6,767 free home
steads open for entry; 
1,115 homesteads were 
taken in 1910. Had an 
average of wheat, 1910, 
of 20.1 bushels per acre; 
no otl;er section of .Mani
toba hul more than 17.5, 

Threshing Scene 

Presbyterian Ohurch 

Home ot a ~rollperoti. Farmer 

Whitmore Oonsolidated School 
and one fell as low as 9 
bushels pCI' acre. Had an 
average yield of oats, 
1910, of 43.4 bushels; the 
nlinimum of oats in 
lI1anitoba was 16.1. 
Yielded 30.5 bushels of 
barley per acre, 1910; 
the lIIanitoba minimum 
was 10.5 bushels per 
acre. Yielded 186.3 bush
els potatoes per acre, 
1910; the Manitoba dis
trict minimum was 73 
bushels. Yielded 245 
bushels roots per acre, 
1910; the minimum was 
123 bushels. Yielded 2.5 
tons of clover or alfalfa 
PCI' acre, 1910; the mini
mum was 1.2 tons per 
acre. Timber cut, 1910, 
85,000,000 board feet. 
Has biggest fresh water 
fisheries in the world; 
3,500,000 pounds of fish 
seut to market in 1910. 

Op.tUng Wheat 

These two pages reproduced from Dauphin Board of Trade brochure "Dauphin 
The Plentiful" published in 1913. 
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Anglican Church 

Facts About Dauphin Town 

It is the trade centre for 
50,000 population. Is in a 
district that will soon double 
its population. Has best rail
way faciJ.itieR of ~ny town be
tween Winnipeg and Edmon
ton. Shipped 750,000 bushels 
)f grain 1910. Shipped 
1 large number of live stock. 
[-las creamery that buys 
til cream offered and wants 
nore; butter fats averaged 
;hirty cents per pound for 
[910. Dauphin creamery has 
;apacity of 1,500 pounds of 
cmtter a day anI" sharp de
nand for all it can make. 
Dauphin has flour mill with 

Town Hall, Dauphin 

Xo&;hod.l8t Church 

Post Office 

Roman Catholic Church 

capacity of 150 barrels per 
day; flour is cheap; feed is 
cheap. Dauphin has four 
elevators; farmers get top 
price for grain. Dauphin has 
good schools, well paid 
teachers and a thorough and 
practical course of study; 
has good churches and plenty 
of them. 

Dauphin's water supply is 
unexcelled for quality, low 
cost and efficiency for fire 
protection. Dauphin is served 
by the Government telephone 
system. Telephones cost $15 
for residence and $20 for 
business purposes. Telephone 
service has increased fifty 
per cent. in the last year. 
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era, carried on the gardens and also 
started a flower importing business. For 
more than 15 years the Sytnick Flower 
Shop was noted for keeping up with the 
never ceasing changes and trends in the 
florist profession. 

This pioneer-developed florist business 
and property changed hands once more in 
1969 when Walter and Emagene Welgan 
took over the challenge of servicing 
customers with local or far-away floral 
needs. They operate their business under 
the name Fountain of Flowers. 

BIRSS GREENHOUSE 

The newest greenhouse business to be 
established in the Dauphin community has 
the distinction of being located on one 
of the pioneer homesteads of the district. 
Nestled in a grove of oak trees, the Birss 
Greenhouse was opened in the spring of 
1966 by Elwood Birss and his wife 
Margaret. 

Their greenhouses are built on a seven
acre small holding of the quarter home
steaded by Elwood's grandfather, Alex 
Birss, in the Gartmore district. Expansion 
of the greenhouse facilities has gone 
ahead each year, to meet the local demand 
for annual bedding plants and perennials
and 1970 will see the Birss Greenhouse 
services extended to other centres in 
Northern Manitoba. 

Mrs. Birss was formerly Margaret 
Kilty, and her grandfather was pioneer 
farmer and teacher Frank Kilty who settled 
in the Wilson River school district. 

MUSIC TEACHERS 

From the earliest pioneer days of 
Dauphin, there are stories told of those 
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who could play the piano or fiddle, or 
lead in singing. So it is not surprising 
to find that with the growth of Dauphin 
town there have been many music teachers, 
both for vocal and for instrumental. 

Today the Dahlgren Studios have the 
longest record for music classes, with 
Clarence Dahlgren and his wife Ursula 
coming from Swan River in 1933 to open 
studios for piano, violin and vocal 
instruction. They also established the 
Dahlgren Kindergarten in 1939, and for 
the past 30 years their "tiny operetta" 
productions starring all their little pupils 
have been a popular spring event. 

Going back in the history of Dauphin 
to years prior to 1920, Professor Minartz 
was among the first music teachers with 
high qualifications; under his tutoring Irma 
Struthers and Edith Kemp (Mrs. I. O. 
Winters) gained their degrees in piano 
playing. For instrumental playing Wm. 
McMurray was an even earlier teacher. In 
1921 Professor John Williamson moved 
to Dauphin from Fork River to set up 
his studio for piano classes. In the 1920's 
piano teachers also included Mrs. G. D. 
Roberts, Mrs. T. Bettes, and Mrs. Roy 
Hamilton whose class was taken over by 
the Dahlgren Studio. During the early 
1930's Amy Strickland and Betty Eastman 
were student teachers while they took 
advanced degree courses as pianists .. 

For several years in the mid-1930's 
Murray Sperani, a graduate of the Con
servatory of Rome, provided violin 
instruction. Piano or singing teachers 
during the same period were F. Wilde. 
organist at St. Paul's Anglican church, 
Allen Borbridge, Mrs. S. Lowes, Bethel 
Wallace (Mrs. O.C. Steele), Mrs. J. E. 
McNabb, Mrs. W. L. Breadner, Mrs. 
I. O. Winters. 



Since then other music teachers have 
been Mrs. J. M. Douglas, Kenneth Winters, 
Mrs. J. L. Couch, Mrs. G. C. (Audrey 
Shore) Dowler, Mr. and Mrs. C. Seaby, 
Gus LaRose, Mrs. A. Johnsrude, Mrs. 
V. F. Sanderson, Mrs. Eric Worth. The 
Berry Studio, with Lillian Berry as piano 
teacher, has been established for more 
than ten years; today piano instruction 
is also taught by Mrs. R. G. Cleaver, 
Mrs. S. Yates, Mrs. F. Scinocca, Mrs. 
M. Borgfjord, Mrs. P. Melnick; violin 
by Mrs. V. L. Watson and Mrs. W. Prokop. 
The list is probably not complete, but 
it indicates that music holds an important 
place in the Dauphin community. 

BLACK'S SPORTING GOODS 

Ernie Black. is celebrating his 25th an
niversary in business this year, as owner 
and proprietor of Black's Cycle and Sport
ing Goods store. 

His original business was located on 
First Avenue SW, which was opened July 
16, 1945. In 1948 he moved to new premises 
at 211 Main Street south, and in 1960 took 
over the whole building after completing 
an extensive modernization project. 

His lines of sporting goods have in
creased over the years until he now carries 
one of the largest stocks in Northern 
Manitoba in the way of bicycles, guns, 
fishing supplies; baseball, football, ski
ing and hockey equipment, golf clubs, 
tennis and badminton equipment, sad
dles and accessories for horseback riding. 

WHOLESALE BUSINESSES 
WESTERN GROCERS 

The original wholesale grocers in Dau-

phin, Cameron -Heap were in business 
from 1916 to 1930, when they were bought 
out by Western Grocers Limited. Mark
ing 40 years in Dauphin this year, Western 
Grocers has been one of several major 
business operations in Western Canada 
supervised since 1962 by Westfair Foods 
Limited. 

Preston H. Dilts was Dauphin manager 
from 1931-1949 and Harry Gamble has been 
since; Lyall McDermid, who was with the 
original staff in 1930, has been the buyer 
since returning in 1961 from The Pas 
where he was Western Grocers manager 
for seven years. 

RODGERS AND SON LIMITED 

Rodgers and Sons Limited, whole
sale company for tobaccos, confectionery, 
paper and sundries, was established in 
Dauphin on April 1, 1949. When Jim Rod
gers moved here from the main office at 
Portage la Prairie, the Dauphin business 
became head office. 

The new enterprise started on a small 
scale, with a staff of three; in 1963 the 
original building at 128 First Avenue NE 
was replaced by a new office and ware
house building; today the Dauphin staff 
numbers 14, and plans are going ahead to 
open a new branch at Thompson on July 1, 
1970. . 

One of the original members of the 
staff was Allan Refvik, who moved from 
Winnipeg in 1949 to join the firm. On May 
1, 1962 he was appointed manager of the 
business, by company president Jim Rod
gers. 

~ a (Reproduced from "Dauphin The Plentifu!" brochure of 1913) 
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Among the wholesale companies listed 
in the Fair prize list of Dauphin's 25th 
Jubilee anniversary in 1926 was Rogers 
Fruit Company wholesale house for fruits 
and vegetables, confectionery, fountain 
fruits and syrups, and tobaccos. 

EARLY BUTCHER SHOPS 

Shortly after the coming of the rail
way and the settling of "new" Dauphin, 
butcher shops were included in the shops 
that were opening up fast-such as Allen's 
Central Meat Market in the first Edgar 
Block built on Burrows avenue. In 1908 
George Lampard and Stewart Baird opened 
the Lampard and Baird shop on First 
avenue SW (where the Lilly block is); 
two or three years later George Lampard 
went into business with Dave Ross in the 
Pollon building, while Stewart Baird 
carried on with the Baird and Sons (with 
sons Bill and Cliff) butcher business. 

In 1921 when the Frank Scrase family 
moved from Swan River, Frank and son 
Bert Scrase bought out the Lampard and 
Ross business, and started a 24-year span 
of operations as the Dauphin Meat Mar
ket. When Bert Scrase sold his butcher 
shop in 1945. the Dauphin Meat Market 
name was carried on. first by Pete Hyn
diuk and Herb Keats. then by Pete Hyn
diuk and his wife Jean. and since 1968 
by Ross Irvine. 

The Baird and Sons shop was moved to 
the north end (where the Brett building 
is today) in 1918 when they bought out 
Archie Bennett who had been in the meat 
business for about ten years: for several 
years the Bairds had a second shop at the 
corner of Main street and Fifth avenue 
SW. The north-end shop was taken over 
by Ernie Bennett in 1937. then sold in 1939 
to Andy Newton who had come to town the 
year before as butcher for Safeway·s. 
The Newton butcher shop and locker 
plant was established in its present lo
cation on Second avenue NW (Burrows 
avenue) in 1948. and has since been en
larged and remodelled as the Central 
Meat and Cold Storage meat and grocery 
business. 

Archie Bennett started his butcher shop 
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in the Grandview hotel prior to moving to 
his Main street north' location. When the 
Grandview hotel building burned in the 
winter of 1931-32, the butcher shop there 
was being operated by Jack Dickie and 
Bill Dick. 

DAUPHIN PLAINS CREDIT UNION 

The Dauphin Plains Credit Union was 
organized in June 1940 when 16 people in 
the Dauphin Plains school district de
posited a total of $11.50 in shares. A char
ter was received from the Manitoba pro
vincial government in July and the cre
dit union was ready for business. 

Continuing to grow under manager V. 
E. Phillips, the credit union moved to 
Dauphin town in 1949 to a rented office. 
The present building (the telephone of
fice) was purchased in September 1955 
and has since been remodelled. 

The Dauphin Plains Credit Union now 
has a branch office in Gilbert Plains, and 
combined assets are three and one-half 
million dollars. Manager since 1962 has 
been A. D. Fulford. 

JEWELLERY STORES 

FOX JEWELLERY 

Edward F. Fox arrived in Dauphin in 
1922 from Carberry and bought the 
jewellery stock from H.M. Park who had 
been established in Dauphin for 25 years. 
In that year Mr. Fox was made official 
watch inspector for the Canadian National 
Railways. Old-timers will remember the 
large clock that stood outside the Park 
and Fox premises for many years. Among 
those who learned their trade from these 
early jewellers were Jimmy Waite and 
Jimmy Little: later apprentices of Edward 
Fox were Bob Snodgrass. Hugh Fox and 
Joe Neill. 

Following World War II Ed Fox was 
joined by his son. Hugh E. Fox. who 
carried on the Fox Jewellery business 
until 1968. After renovating the premises 



at HI Main street north, Hugh Fox held 
a grand opening November 14, 1968 
for his new store "Renards Gifts" special
izing in gift treasures from around the 
world. 

SNODGRASS JEWELLERY 

R. G. "Bob" Snodgrass established his 
jewellery business in Dauphin in time for 
the Christmas trade of 1939, having moved 
back to his hometown after 11 years in 
Kenora. Ontario. His fir<;t store here 
was located in the Malcolm Block. 

In 1947 he purchased property from the 
telephone company and built his own store 
at 303 Main street north. 

NEILL'S JEWELLERY 

J.J. "Joe" Neill, like the other jewellers 
in town in recent years, is Dauphin born 
and educated. For two years after the war 
he learned his watch' repairs trade and 
jewellery business from Edward F. Fox 
here, also in Winnipeg and at Minnedosa; 
then in August 1948 with Bill Clark 
opened the Neill and Clark jewellery 
business in a part of Easterbrook's stor~ 
on Second avenue NW. 

The following year he moved to the 
Harvey Yeo building on Main street north 
and established his own business as 
Neill's Jewellery. He built and moved 
into his own building, next to the Kings 
Hotel, in December 1961. 

One of the earliest jewellery stores 
was owned and operated by W. H. Wallace. 
on the corner of Main Street and First 
avenue NE. Alexander W. Wallace, who 
learned the jeweller trade under his uncle, 
carried on the business for fifteen years 
after 1938, and was a connoisseur of fine 
china and jewellery. This corner of the 
Dauphin Hotel building was taken over 
at the end of 1953 for expansion of the 
hotel's dining room facilities. 

W.J. Porter and Son, located next 
to the old Woolworth store, was another 
earlier jewellery business operated for 
some 15 years up to 1948. 

Blackadar Greenhouse· 1900 

MARKET GARDENERS 

BILOUS GARDENS 

In 1934 Julius Bilous started building 
up his original holding of half an acre 
into a thriving modern produce farm on 
Oak street-becoming one of the business 
pioneers of Dauphin market gardening. 
By 1956 the Bilous Gardens enterprise 
had expanded from growing vegetable and 
flower bedding plants for spring sale. 
and vegetable growing for commercial 
outlets, to specializing in potato crops 
on some 50 of the 70 acres under cul
tivation. as Julius and his wife Maria 
kept abreast of market demands to the 
north. 

Key developments in this 35-year-old 
business were: installation of a sprinkler 
irrigation system. regarded by Julius 
Bilous as his best insurance in dry seasons; 
and replacement of the old roothouse 
with a larger building containing modern 
storage facilities. In recent years, son 
Zenon has been carrying on the Bilous 
Gardens operations. 

PEREPELUK GARDENS 

Local market gardener Nick Perepeluk 
started the Perepeluk Gardens literally 
on a shoestring in 1939-purchasing two 
acres of land for $150 on Poplar street. 
Within 15 years he owned and operated 
one of Dauphin's largest produce farms, 
and could vouch for the fact that "you 
can't beat Dauphin for soil or location." 

Local demand and the rapidly expanding 
northern market have determined the 
amount of vegetable and flower production 
as compared to springtime bedding-plant 
sales; Nick's father-in-law Max Balabas, 
a winner of many diplomas in the horti
cultural field. advised him on specializing 
in cucumbers and tomato plants. In 1941 
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a plant mail order business was started 
in a small way, and has expanded ever 
since. 

In 1966 this business was purchased 
by Ernie Buchy, and has carried on as 
E. Buchy and Sons Greenhouses. From 
their operations in town and in the country. 
they supply bedding plants of both annual 
flowers and vegetables in the spring. 
and fresh vegetables in the summer
with commercial outlets in Dauphin and 
area, north to Lynn Lake. Flin Flon 
and Thompson. 

DUCH GARDENS 

For 28 years John Duch and his wife 
Justyne developed the Duch Gardens 
into a thriving holding of some 70 acres 
by the time they retired in 1959. In 
the post-war years they followed the trend 
of servicing the north, with carloads 
of potatoes being shipped to Flin Flon 
and Lynn Lake each fall. 

John Duch started his business in 
1931 and was the first market gardener 
here to use electrical heating for his 
plant beds to compete with the early 
spring market with such vegetables as 
tomatoes. The home place for the Duch 
mar~et gardens was located at 134 Tenth 
avenue SW. with other town and rural 
holdings rented for vegetable production. 

UNDERTAKING BUSINESSES 

P,,{VERSIDE 

A. F. Farrell came to Dauphin in 
1910 when he became funeral director 
for George Brockie. whose business was 
located on Main street north. After working 
with this firm for two years. Mr. Farrell 
and William Turner purchased the business 
which was later bought out by Mr. 
Farrell. 

When A. F. Farrell established his 
business next to the Dauphin Herald. this 
became Dauphin's first funeral home. One 
of the early functions of funeral home 
service was local manufacture of caskets. 
first done on a large scale during the 
'flu epidemic of 1918. 
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In the early 1930's Farrell's funeral 
home was moved to the house near the 
west end of Second avenue NW. In 
February 1937 William L. Bullmore acquired 
the business and built the Bullmore 
Funeral Home (next to this house) in 
1938. 

Bullmore Funeral Home was bought by 
Arni Eggertson in 1952. and in turn the 
Eggertson business changed ownership 
in April 1963 with George E. Brayshaw 
arriving from Medicine Hat, Alberta to 
take over management of Eggertson
Riverside Funeral Home. 

Shortly after the name was changed 
to Riverside Funeral Chapel Limited. The 
business premises and chapel were 
remodelled and enlarged in 1966. Under 
an agreement with the town. Riverside has 
provided public ambulance service since 
1966. 

SNEATH-STRILCHUK 

In May 1937 R.G. Lodge bought the 
old F. E. Simpson home (now nurses' 
residence on Hospital street) and estab
lished the Lodge and Sons Funeral Home. 
Lloyd G. Sneath joined the firm in 
November 1937 as licensed embalmer. 

In November 1945. on his return from 
overseas. Lloyd Sneath purchased the 
business from Mr. Lodge and started 
the operation of Sneath Funeral Service. 
A major move was made in 1950 when 
he built the funeral home and chapel on 
Main street south. 

Walter Strilchuk joined the firm in 
1954 and the business was known as L.G. 
Sneath and Associates. The name was 
changed to Sneath - Strilchuk Funeral 
Services Limited in 1961. and that 
same year the business premises 
and funeral chapel were expanded; also. 
Pineau's Funeral Home was bought from 
Leo Pineau. to become Ste. Rose Memorial 
Chapel Limited; and Roblin Memorial 
Chapel Limited services were started. 
with a chapel being built in 1962. 

Major renovations and expansion of the 
building at 502 Main street south were 
completed in 1968. For ambulance service. 
Sneath - Strilchuk has invested in the 



most modern stretcher equipment. also 
in a special mobile resuscitator ·machine 
which provides automatic respiration. 

DRUG STORE BUSINESSES 

GOODHAND'S DRUG STORE 

Goodhand's Drug store has the longest 
continued service to the Dauphin public 
of any drug store in town. It was establish
ed in March, 1923 by Bruce C. Goodhand. 

In change of ownership in May 1958, Mr. 
Goodhand retired after nearly 50 years' 
connection with the drug business, and 35 
years of operating his own store. Son Cam
eron Goodhand became sole owner in 1956 
after a five-year period of partnership. 

Bruce Goodhand was born in Watford, 
Ontario in November, 1906 and at the age 
of 16 he came to Dauphin with his parents, 
Mr. 'and Mrs. Thomas Goodhand. He im
mediately began attendance at Dauphin 
Collegiate, and took an after-school job 
as delivery boy, and later as apprentice, 
with T. T. Malcolm, of Malcolm's Drug 
Store. 

After graduation from Ontario College 
of Pharmacy, he came back to Dauphin 
to work as graduate druggist for Wilfred 
Robson. About a year later he returned to 
the Malcolm drug store which had in the 
meantime been bought by Fred Wright. 

On his return from overseas in World 
War I, he continued to work with Mr. 
Wright. In 1921 Mr. Wright and E. A. 
Ramsay formed the Ramsay-Wright 
Limited department store (now the 
Dauphin Department Store). Mr. Wright's 
store moved to become the drug depart
ment in the Ramsey-Wright set-up, and 
Mr. Goodhand became manager of the 
drug department and a shareholder in the 
company. 

Caught in the early part of the depres
sion with an ambitious expansion pro
gram on its hands, the company went in
to bankruptcy two years later. Mr. Good
hand decided to strike out for himself. 

He bought the small stock and fixtures 
of the tiny shop of A. E. Munson, who was 

retiring from the drug business, and rent
ed the Munson shop in the old Grandview 
hotel on the corner of Main street and 
First avenue NW. In March 1923 he moved 
in. 

The sledding was tough for awhile, and 
drug store hours were long for a one-man 
show. But after a few years, when the 
Franklin block (now the Jaddock block) 
next door became vacant, he was able to 
move to larger premises. In 1933 he moved 
again, to a better location on the corner of 
Main and Second avenue NW, which loca
tion the Royal Bank had just vacated. 

In 1963 Cameron Goodhand purchased 
the Harvey Yeo building at 123 Main street 
north, and renovated it before opening 
the new store in January 1964. His present 
location is almost the' same site as the 
original Goodhand drug store established 
in 1923. 

Bruce Goodhand appreciated the ap
prenticeship training he received from T. 
T. Malcolm, and in turn was the teacher 
of several apprentices: Halsey Park, Max 
Bay, Bill Henderson, Jack Little, Modest 
Sklepowich, and son Cameron. Dr. Adam 
Little and Dr. Stewart Little also worked 
for him after school; he had a part in in
influencing Stewart to become a veterin
arian, a career he would have chosen for 
himself at one time. 

PORTER'S DRUG STORE 

Gerald S. Porter owned and operated 
Porter's Drug Store over a period of 34 
years, from 1931 to 1965, becoming the 
senior member of the pharmaceutical 
profession in Dauphin. He moved at an 
early age with his parents from British 
Columbia, to live in Dauphin. 

After graduating from collegiate Ger
ald served a three-year apprenticeship 
in Wilfred Robson's drug store prior to 
entering Pharmacy College in Winnipeg. 
Graduating in 1924 he stayed in Winnipeg 
two years, leaving in 1926 to become owner 
of his first drug store in Bowsman. Five 
years later he returned to his home town 
and purchased the stock of Otto E. Heas
lip, moving into premises in the Burrows 
Block. 
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Porter's Drug Store changed ownership 
in July 1965. being purchased by R. J. 
"Bob" Robinson. formerly of Brandon 
and Saskatoon. The name of the business 
has since been changed to Dauphin Phar
macy; major alterations and moderniza
tions for the store were completed in the 
spring of 1968. 

ROBSON'S DRUG STORE 

This drug store business was originally 
opened by Wilfred Robson before 1920. 
and the Robson's Drug Store services 
continued over a 25-year period. In the 
mid-1940's the business was taken over 
by Jack Ball and operated as Ball's Drug 
Store for about ten years. 

In August 1953 William H. ~obson. son 
of the original owner. re-established the 
business as Robson's Drug Store. and the 
premises at 217 Main street north have 
since been completely remodelled and 
modernized. 

STITT'S DRUG STORE 

Evan N. Stitt came to Dauphin in the 
spring of 1953. following his graduation 
as a pharmacist. and was with Bruce C. 
Goodhand for nearly two years. In January 
1955 he became manager of Ball's Drug 
Store for Mrs. Hazel Ball (Chapple l. and 
a year later purchased the store business. 

In April 1961 Stitt's Drug Store was 
moved to its present premises at 214 Main 
street north. operating as Stitt's Drugs 
Limited. Your Rexall House. 

SHOPPING CENTRE ERA 

An issue of the Dauphin Press on June 
22. 1897-year of the Golden Jubilee of 
Queen Victoria-contains a history of 
Dauphin settlement to that date. by the 
editor W. T. Shipley. He has this to report 
on business places; 

"It will be seen that all branches of bus
iness. the trades and professions are well 
represented here. There are five general 
stores. three hardware shops. three har
ness shops. two boot and shoe stores. two 
furniture shops. a drug store. three but
cher shops, three flour and feed stores, two 
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restaurants, three or four confectionery 
stores, four hotels, a wholesale liquor 
store, one bakeshop, three barber shops. 
three dressmakers, two tailors, one shoe
maker, three blacksmith's shops, five 
livery stables, a printing office, three law
yers, two doctors, two real estate agents, 
and two bankers." 

Span the years three score and ten, in 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth II, and the 
year of Canada's Centennial celebrations: 
we find Dauphin's business world not only 
greatly transformed and expanded, but 
in the midst of what could be described 
as the "Shopping Centre" decade. 

SAFE WAY STORE 

It started in 1960. when Canada Safeway 
Limited opened its new supermarket at 
the corner of Main Street and Fourth aven
ue NE. The spacious self-serve store, 
combined with a large area for off-street 
parking. marked a new era in shopping 
service for Dauphin. The old Safeway 
store next to the Burrows Block on Main 
street opened in December 1929; longest 
service record as manager belongs to Ad 
Balcaen who came in 1939 to operate the 
old store, retiring from the new store in 
December 1968; manager since has been 
Eugene Derhak. 

A year later F. W. Woolworth Co. Ltd. 
joined the area that is now largely com
prised of shopping centres, opening its 
new self-service store across from Safe
way's in April 1961. The first Woolworth 
store. opened in 1935, was located in the 
building now occupied by the furniture 
section of Scott's business-during this 
period A. "Russ" MRusconi was manager 
for nearly ten years. other managers since 
being Ross Sturrock. J. D. Ballentine. Al 
Cosford. Clair Morin. Jim Both. Frank 
Morrow. Allan Dand. who was in charge 
when the new store opened: and Bob Per
ry. who became manager in 1962. 

WESTF AIR SHOPPING CENTRE 

Development of the Westfair Shopping 
Centre. taking in the whole Main street 
block between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
NW. brought historic changes to Dau
phin's business world. A new Eaton store 
opened on the north side of the complex 



on August 16, 1966-moving from the red 
brick, two-storey building at the corner 
of Main Street and Third avenue NE, 
where over a period of 37 years the original 
Eaton's Groceteria (opened in the fall of 
1929) had expanded into a Teco Store and 
Groceteria in 1934, and a full-fledged 
branch store of T. Eaton Company Limi
ted in 1940; two of the managers with long 
records of service were Howard L. Heath 
and Walter D. Fordyce. The new Eaton's 
of Dauphin on the shopping centre site 
was managed first by Mr. Fordyce, then 
by Donald J. McDill since 1968. 

Encompassed in this same move was 
the opening of the Dauphin Department 
Store Limited, following purchase of 
the building by a Winnipeg-based group 
of business associates; Neil Houston, 
former department head in the Eaton 
branch store, was named manager of 
the new department-store business. 

The brand new Shop-Easy Store center
ing the Westfair Shopping Centre com
plex was opened August 23, 1966 with Jack 
Henderson as manager, succeeded by Ray 
Roszell in 1968. 

Opening of the new Saan store on Nov
ember 30, 1966 completed the block-long 
complex of stores on the Westfair shop
ping centre. Saan Store has operated in 
Dauphin since 1960, opening its first fam
ily clothing store in the premises next to 
the Burrows Block. Manager at the time of 
the move and since is Dave Snitka. 

co-op SHOPPING CENTRE 

The large Dauphin Consumers Co-op 
Shopping Centre, taking in most of the 
block between Third and Fourth avenues 
NE, was opened August 15, 1968-real 
celebration for the 29th birthday of the 
Dauphin Co-operative! The new complex 
represents a $1.2 million investment in 
the future of Dauphin and the Parkland 
region-including a multi-department set
up in the main building for foods, dry 
goods, hardware and pharmacy, with cafe
teria on the mezzanine floor; a three
bay service station; and a parking lot for 
100 cars. 

At the official opening, C. John Seale, 
president of the board of directors, re-

called that Jack T. Taylor had sparked the 
Co-op movement, was president of the 
first board which included Llgyd Blair, 
Garnet Rusk, Andrew Miller, John A. Mc
Killop, Mike Skakun, John Potoski, John 
Seale. Mr. Taylor was succeeded as pre
sident in 1946 by Mr. Seale. 

Four general managers have served 
the membership since 1929: James Ander
son, for nearly 20 years; Fred Snaith, 
Richard Kawecki, William J. Mitran. 
Appointed manager in October 1966, 
Bill Mitran has the distinction of being 
the first general manager of the Co
op Shopping Centre complex. 

With John Seale on the 1968 Board of 
directors were F. Goshulak, Russell A. 
Phillips, L. B. Blaine, C. W. Dunfield, P. 
J. Maguet, G. Wilkie, H. Goertzen, M. 
Fedirchuk, W. J. Mitran. 

PARKLAND REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT INC. 

July 15, 1968 was an important date for 
the Parkland region of Manitoba. It was 
then that Parkland Regional Develop
ment Inc. officially came into being, to 
help local communities develop econo
mically. 

Parkland's job has been to spearhead 
ten types of activity in an area covering 
10,000 square miles, stretching from south 
of Riding Mountain National Park to 
north of Porcupine Forest Reserve, and 
from Lakes Manitoba and Winnipegosis to 
the Saskatchewan boundary. The ten types 
of activity are: industry, commerce, 
agriculture, recreation, tourism, hous
ing, natural resources, fishing, fur and 
forestry, transportation and communi
cation, education and regional planning. 

Co-incident to the formation of Park
land Corporation, the Town of Dauphin 
became recognized as a true regional 
capital, taking its place with such larger 
centres as Brandon and Portage la Prai
rie as a focus for development in Mani
toba. 

Both the Town and Rural Municipality 
of Dauphin are full-fledged members of 
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Parkland, as are most other communities 
and rural municipalities in the area. 

By 1970, the effect of this new organiza
tion was being felt in the Dauphin area. 
A complete manpower inventory had 
been completed, a tourist study, and 
several other economic surveys had been 
analY,zed. Dauphin had become the focus 
for a major water study to determine fut
ure town needs and sources, and several 
new industries had been established. 

The Town of Dauphin has emerged as 
a major hub of development. Included 
in the statictical information compiled 
through surveys is the following list of 
business and professional services avail
able in Dauphin: 

Apparel and Accessories-chiidren's 
wear one; family clothing stores three; 
jewellery stores three; ladies' wear three; 
men's wear two; shoe stores one; speci
alty shop one. 

Automotive-body repair shops four; 
bulk oil dealers six; implement dealers 
eight; motor vehicle dealers six; ser
vice stations 13; auto accessories three. 

Building Materials and Hardware
building contractors 10; hardwares three; 
lumber yards three; woodworking two. 

General Merchandise-catalogue sales 
offices one; department stores one; gen
eral stores two. 

Food and Beverage-bakeries two; eating 
places six; eating places with beverage 
four; grocery stores eight; liquor com
mission one; locker plants two; meat 
markets two; supermarkets one. 

Furniture, Appliances and Radio-elec
trical appliances four; furniture stores 
three; T.V. and radio repairs three. 

Professional-accountants three; chi
ropractors three; dentists five; lawyers 
nine; medical doctors seven; optometrists 
one; veterinarians three; dental techni
cians one; land surveyors one. 

Other Groups-banks four; barber shops 
six; beauty parlors 12; billiard parlors 
two; bowling alleys two; coin laundries 
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one; drug stores four; dry cleaners two; 
egg grading stations orie;' electrical con
tractors eight; florists two; funeral par
lors two; grain elevators eight; hatcher
ies one; insurance and real estate 11; 
machine shops two; painters and decor
ators four; photographers two; plumb
ing and heating three; printers three; 
road contractors four; shoe repairs two; 
theatres one; upholsterers two; travel 
agenCies one; moving and storage four; 
auto wreckers two. 

Local industries and other major em
ployers-employing more than 1,000 
persons all told-include: Canada Packers 
Ltd. (feedmill), feed plant; Dauphin Con
crete Products Ltd., concrete products; 
Dauphin Alfalfa Products Ltd., pro
cessing alfalfa; Dauphin Beverages Ltd., 
and North-West Beverages Ltd., bottling 
soft drinks; Hand R Industries Ltd., 
metal fabricating; three dairies-Mani
toba Dairy and Poultry Co-op, ManCo 
Dairy, Golden Guernsey; . three bakerieR 
-Western Bakery, Dauphin Bakery, 
Petersen's Bakery; three woodworking 
firms Dauphin Fixtures, McMunn Bros. 
Construction, H. A. Hamilton; Dauphin 
Dental Laboratories, dentures; Imperial 
Optical Company Ltd., glasses; Dauphin 
Consumers Co-op, prefabricated houses; 
Lock-Crete Products, concrete products; 
Canadian National Railways; Manitoba 
Department of Highways; Dauphin Gen
eral Hospital; Manitoba Telephone Sys
tem; Inter-Mountain Meat Processors, 
meat processing; Matthews Industries 
Ltd., plastics. 

DAUPHIN'S GARAGE BUSINESSES 

In the long list of garage businesses, 
Allard Motors has a record of 41 years' 
service in Dauphin - and J. L. "Joe" 
Allard himself is celebrating 50 years 
with the Ford automobile dealership and 
50 years with Imperial Oil for gasoline 
and oil sales, in 1970. 

Joe Allard started his garage business 
at Ste. Rose du Lac in 1920, and set 
up a second garage in Dauphin in 1929. 
Today the Allard Motors (1959) Limited 
business takes in the impressively large 
sales and service buildings on the corner 



of Second avenue and First street NW; 
also the auto body works on First avenue 
NE. 

The year 1957 was a special year in 
which Allard Motors was awarded the Ford 
of Canada plaque for high quality service, 
efficient management and community leader
ship. For the plaque presentation, Joe 
Allard was flanked by his four sons, Ray, 
PauL Allan and Lawrence. 

Ray Allard as president of the firm, 
with brother Lawrence as sales manager, 
is carrying on the Allard Motors business. 
In the spring of 1964 Palara Mercury 
Sales Limited was opened across the street, 
with Paul Allard president of the company, 
and Johnny Love sales manager. Formerly 
operated as Brander's Garage, the premises 
were completely renovated in the front 
part with this change of ownership. 

Brander's Garage was operated for 
30 years by the Brander family of R. 1. 
"Dick" Brander, sons Jim and Jack, and 
later daughter Emma. The family moved 
from southern Manitoba in April 1934 
and took over the McColl-Frontenac 
station operated by J. H. McElhinney; 
expanded by building a new brick building 
on the Second avenue NW corner, and 
purchased the business from McColl
Frontenac in 1948; changing from the 
Studebaker automobile agency in 1945 
to the Chrysler Dodge-Desoto agency. 

Because there were cars before 1929, 
there were earlier garage services. With
out benefit of a complete record, the 
advertisements in the 25th Jubilee Anni
versary prize list for Dauphin's 1926 
Fair provides some firm names that 
might bring back memories to "pioneer" 
car owners: Hall Motor Company, dealers 
for Hudson and Essex, "the world's largest 
selling 6-cylinder cars": P.E. McNeely, 
manager for Imperial Oil Limited: 
Spillett's Garage, agent for McLaughlin 
and Chevrolet: Archie Chute, auto and 
horse livery; Clark Motor Company, Ford 
cars and trucks, Oliver plows and imple
ments: A. E. Prentice's, feed stables and 
auto livery: Geiler's Garage, operated 
by Felix Geiler on First avenue NE. 

Tom Clark's Garage was located across 
from the Hamilton Hotel on property 
occupied by Kidd Motors in the mid-
1940's, then by Dent Brothers from 1947 
to 1969 for International Harvester. bought 
out by Wm. Blommaert to be operated 
as Blommaert's Implements. 

The Hall garage was taken over in 
1931 by Dorland Palmer, who operated 
Palmer's Service garage until the early 
1960's on the corner of Main street 
and Third avenue NW. On the other side 
of Main street, north of the Dauphin 
Theatre, was Peebles Motors owned by 
Garry Peebles until 1949, then operated 
by W. Hughes until 1956 when George 
Bates moved his taxi business there and 
established the Dauphin Motors - moving 
again three years later to the new Dauphin 
Motors premises at the south end of town. 
In 1962 Bill Hanbury became proprietor 
of Dauphin Motors. For the past five 
years the south-entrance garage premises 
have been owned and operated by Main 
and Milner- John Main and Lawrence 
Milner, business partners since 1956 
in automobiles and implements-and they 
have the Dodge-Chrysler dealership. 

Following another long-record garage 
career through the years, G.H. "Tibbie" 
Munro found his first job at a local 
garage in 1926, at the age of 16. Seven 
years later, in 1933, Tibbie entered 
business for himself when he established 
the Motor Inn enterprise on First avenue 
NE. After a three-year stint in the navy, 
he returned to his hometown in 1946, 
continued garage operations at the old 
stand until 1951 when he moved to Main 
street and First avenue SE-(taking over 
the former McNiven Motors. and one
time Bowman Motors). 

In 1954 Munro Sales and Service 
acquired the Plymouth franchise. and 
the premises were expanded for the 
larger operation. In 1968 Tibbie Munro 
and his wife Myrt (nee Brander) sold 
their business to 'John Gusnoski, Chrysler 
products dealer in Winnipeg, who owns 
and operates the business as Dauphin 
Chrysler-Plymouth Limited. 

In 1946 R. L. "Denny" Dennison established 
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Dennison Motors Limited on the corner 
of Main street and Third avenue SW. 
with the General Motors dealership for 
Chevrolets and Oldsmobiles. Ray Dennison 
entered the business with his father. and 
over the years it continued to expand in 

gutted the building in January 1963 
he moved his garage to the south' end of 
Main street for a few years. 

The Texaco Service Station was built 
at 904 Main street south in 1963. 

A view of the Dauphin Skyline. 

facilities and staff. The business changed 
ownership in May 1967-Frank Murdoch. 
with ten years' experience with General 
Motors products in Winnipeg and Regina. 
became the new owner. changing the com-) 
pany name to Murdoch Chevrolet Olds
mobile Limited. 

J.G. "Dick" D'Aoust, owner of the Kings 
Garage on First avenue NE, has 29 years 
to his credit in automobile servicing 
and repairing. He started his business 
on Second avenue NE in 1941, and moved 
to his present premises on First avenue 
NE in 1959. 

Reichert's Garage was initially operated 
for several years near the Kings Hotel 
on Second avenue NE, then a new building 
was located across the street at the end 
of the first block, in the 1950's. The 
business later became Hatch Motors, with 
Robert Hatch proprietor; after a fire 
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and is at present being managed by James 
W.King. . 

In the allied business of tire sales 
and service, Dauphin Tire and Vulcani
zing was started by Perry Whetter in 
1938 in premises on Main street south. 
During the war he rented the premises, 
then resumed management of his Dominion 
tires enterprise and moved to his new 
establishment on Memorial Boulevard in 
1947. He has since added an addition 
to the back, in 1954; and an addition to 
the side, in 1958. 

Nick's Tire Shop was owned and operated 
by Nick Guyot from 1946 until Art Joist
dahl and Norm Benson took over the 
management of the Good Year business in 
1948. They bought out the business 
and built the present building on First 



avenue NE in 1950; Art Joistdahl became 
owner and manager in the mid-1960's. 

The Dauphin Home and Auto Supply 
building on Second avenue NW was con
structed in 1953, with John L. Tycholis 
handling the Firestone tire dealership 
and store until 1967 when he sold to J. 
C. Maillard. Present manager of the business 
is Norman Graham. 

EARLY LUMBER YARDS 

The two pioneer Shaw brothers. James 
and Thomas. started a saw mill to look 
after the building needs of Dauphin dis-

Donald; previous managers of the Mon
arch operations were Chas. J. Volk, Wm. 
C. Ready and O. A. Frey. 

The J. J. Crowe Company Limited 
was another old-timer in the lumber bus
iness. being owned and operated by J. J. 
Crowe and then by his son Jack over a span 
of 40 years. The business was sold to Beav
er L~mber Company Limited in 1954; 
the last three managers have been Wilf 
Schneider, John Sawchuk. and Terry 
Yates since 1968. 

Lumber is plentiful in the Dauphin District 
(Reproduced from "Dauphin The Plentiful" brochure of 1913) 

trict settlers. and in 1900 located an outlet 
for the sale of this lumber in Dauphin. 
Several years later they were bought out 
by the Theo. A. Burrows Lumber Com
pany, which through the years operated 
yards at Dauphin. Ste. Rose. McCreary. 
Grandview and other towns. A. F. Whet
ter was manager of the Dauphin yard 
in the 1920's. 

This b,lsiness was acquired by Mon
arch Lumber Company Limited in 1932. 
expanding with new trends in the building 
trade: one major expansion was the 
opening of t.he ready-mix cement plant 
in 1960. The Monarch company was bought 
out by Revelstoke Building Materials 
Limited in May 1964, and has since been 
under the management of Charles A. Mc-

DAUPHIN MUSICAL SUPPLIES 

Coming to Dauphin from Fork River in 
October 1946. John Zabiaka opened up his 
musical store at 124 Main street south
and named the new business Dauphin 
Musical Supplies. He stocked a few small 
musical instruments and pianos. 

Two years later he moved the business 
to larger quarters in an old building on 
First avenue NW (the old White Star 
Cafe building) which he bought from 
Charlie Stewart. As Dauphin Musical 
Supplies expanded into records, cameras, 
photography supplies, business machines, 
radios and electrical appliances, a part of 
the Zworon building to the east was rented 
for the appliance department. 
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In Days of Daupnin Thedtre 

In 1962 John Zabiaka proceeded to tear 
down the old building and construct new 
premises on the same site. The new Mus
ical Supplies centre was opened in De
cember 1962. and at the same time the 
business expanded into a furniture de
partment, as well as sales and service for 
televisions, organs. tape recorders-and a 
much larger stock of instruments and 
records. 

MANCO DAIRY 

For 35 years prior to 1961 the local Cruise 
Dairy business grew steadily from a small 
beginning into one of Dauphin's larger 
industries. It was in 1926 that Wm. "Bill" 
Cruise started· up in the milk business, on 
his farm on the south-east edge of town. 
Looking back to their initiation into this 
new enterprise, Mr. and Mrs. Cruise re
called that on the first day of business 
they sold-two quarts of milk! 

At that time there were four other far
mers established in the milk-selling bus
iness within a close radius of Dauphin 
town: George Buchannon, Jack McKillop. 
Jim Malcolm and George Cornwall. 

With a herd of about 40 cows, and a 
milkhouse built in front of the barn, the 
Cruise enterprise at first included the 
house in its set-up for the bottling (by 
hand) operations. A new barn was built 
in 1927, large enough to house 65 head of 
cattle and with all-modern features. A 
new milkhouse replaced the first one in 
1931. With this improvement Dauphin's 
first pasteurization plant was installed. 

In 1938 Bill Cruise entered into partner
ship with Joe Dufault. who had come from 
st. Boniface with many years' experience 
in the dairy business. With the building of 
a new pla~t on the corner of First street 
and Second avenue SW, the milk-pro
ducing operations were moved into town
at that time the output of milk was about 
250 quarts per day. 

In 1941 the partnership was dissolved 
and Joe Dufault carried on the business, 
still retaining the name of Cruise Dairy; 
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Dauphin Creamery 

15 years later he sold the business to 
Adloph Gniazdoski. By 1956 the milk out
put had increased to more than 3,000 
quarts per day, as well as servicing the 
public with other dairy products. Some 
20 dairymen supplied milk to the dairy. 
In 1958 Mr. Gniazdoski made major im
provements in the dairy plant equipment. 
to the extent of $20,000. 

On July L 1961 the ownership and name 
of this dairy business changed-Manitoba 
Dairy and Poultry Co-op Limited pur
chased the plants and assets, for producing 
its products under the trade name of Man
Co. First manager of this new dairy opera
tion was Bill Zaporzan, who that year 
had succeeded Ron Jordan as manager of 
the Dauphin creamery and poultry co
operative. 

Over the next three years the ManCo 
owners spent $50,000 on new equipment 
alone, plus remodelling the plant and 
grounds, and investing in six new delivery 
vehicles. The modernization program 
included: new pasteurizer, new carton
ing machine to package quart, pint and 
half-pint cartons; new boiler room and 
boiler unit; new vacumizer, new ice build
er. and new office facilities. 

These ultra-modern improvements were 
climaxed August 27, 1964 with the intro
duction of new three-quart glass con
tainers for pasteurized milk-another first 
for Dauphin in the province! 
introduction of new three-quart glass con
tainers for pasteurized milk-another 
first for Dauphin in the province! 

A big technical advancement was 
achieved early in 1970 with the introduc
tion of bulk milk hauling-by means of a 
new bulk tanker truck capable of hauling 
17,000 pounds of milk. The 11 producers 
shipping milk to ManCo have .all c?n
verted to this new method by mstallmg 
new refrigerated bulk milk tanks and up
to-date equipment used in milking pro
cedures. Another new installation at the 
ManCo plant is a soaker type washer and 
jug filler-designed specifically for wash
ing plastic and glass three-quart jugs. 



CHAPTER ELEVEN 

Organizations 

DAUPHIN BANDS 

The history of the town band began in 
1910 when the far-sighted town fathers 
brought Professor William McMurray from 
Scotland to organize and conduct in Dau
phin. The townspeople were very fort
unate to have such a man, because he not 
only raised a family of talented musicians 
who contributed much to the cultural life 
of Dauphin and the training of Dauphin 
youth, but through his diverse talents he 
was able to organize and train orchestras 
as well as bands. 

A few of the people whose lives were 
enhanced by William .McMurray's in
fluence from 1910 were Elmer McNabb, 
Jim Hall, Jack Johnston. Bert White, Bert 
Law, Russell Thompson, Lee Johnston. 
Gordon Cox. Frank Law. Harry Stark, 
Frank Rintoul, Bill McMurray. Jim Gard
iner, Charlie Caldwell, Russ Gardiner. 
Wes Evans. John Colville. Frank Bum
stead, Frank Kilgour, Herb Ferguson. 
Harry Caldwell, Jim Argue, Bill Den
nison, Bill Rintoul, Issac Johnston, Or
ville Struthers, Mark Cardiff, M. Theome 
and George Clary. as well as countless 
orchestral students. 

Jack McMurray inherited the band 
from his father, and through his fine 
training he was able to carry the band 
on to win many awards and trophies in 
Brandon and other centres. Some of the 
musicians trained by Jack were Everett 
Brickman, Clark Snodgrass. Monte Little. 
Alf Harpham. Jim Douglas. Ken Mc
Quarrie. Ed. Robson, Dud Little, John 
Strachan. Edgar Weaver, Gordon Cox. 
Earl Chase, Vic Cox, Tom Little, Bill 
Cox. Leonard Stelck, Graham Murray, 
Otta McMurray, Bert Penman, Allan La-

fontaine. Carl Lafleur, Earl Smith. Gor
don Crowe, Lloyd Watson, Bob Gorby, 
Allan Solomon, Art Pollon and Dan Craig. 

Jack McMurray led the band from be
fore 1923 to 1951. There were some hard 
and lean times for musicians during the 
World War II years. He had help from 
Walter Fordyce, who acted as band man
ager, and William Bullmore (a former 
trombone player). 

Upon his release from active service in 
the air force. Dr. Vern Watson resettled 
in Dauphin. After teaching band child
ren free of charge for three years, in June 
1950, he and D. D. McDonald approached 
the Dauphin Town Council with a plan 
for a training program which would 
keep the band supplied with new players 
each year. This involved teaching twice 
weekly on basic theory and the chosen 
instruments. 

A plan was formulated, so that the Boys' 
and Girls' Band would be supported by 
town taxation. In 1951, an act was passed 
by the Manitoba Legislature for estab
lishment and maintenance of a band in 
Dauphin. E. N. McGirr, K.C., Dauphin 
member, put through the bill, which called 
for a minimum budget of $1,600 annually, 
paying for a bandmaster and assistant 
teachers. Taxation rate is half a mill on 
the dollar on the assessed value of the 
land. The budget also served to keep in
struments repaired. allowed for the pur
chase of one large instrument per year 
and the gradual building of a good mus
ical library-and, since 1963 purchase of 
the attractive blue and gold uniforms and 
band caps worn by the members at all 
performances. This gave Dauphin another 
first in Manitoba and possibly in all of 
Canada. 
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Certain instruments, the less expensive 
ones, are owned by the pupils, while 
the band program has an extensive long
term purchase plan for the larger in
struments. This allows the band to play 
music of the highest calibre. Children 
begin their lessons in grade four and 
continue through high school. They are 
given group instruction on their lessons 
for three years once weekly. and after 
gaining a . certain proficiency, they are 
accepted into the Junior Band. 

The Senior Band is the show band of the 
community and the goal of the individual 
student. Members of the band have part
icipated in the Dauphin, Brandon and Win
nipeg Music Festivals. They have at
tended band programs at the international 
Music Camp. They have been members of' 
the Manitoba All-Province Band and the 
National Youth Orchestra. David Watson 
has been a member of the Winnipeg, Re
gina and Vancouver Symphony Orchest
ras as well as the CBC Winnipeg Concert 
Orchestra. Eric Watson. the son of Lloyd 
Watson, is a member of the Navy Ba~d 
in Halifax. Victor Lee is on a Master of 
Music course at the University of British 
Columbia. Some present band members 
are now of the second generation, their 
mothers and fathers having played in the 
band in earlier days. 

Through the years since 1951, succeed
ing Jack McMurray, the bandmasters have 
been Clifford Seaby and Bud Hafstein. 
George Zradicka began his present post 
in 1953. George came to Dauphin with a 
background of band work in the Canadian 
navy and professional playing in Halifax 
and Winnipeg. He has given himself un
stintingly to the band programs in Dau
phin, Gilbert Plains and Grandview. 
Under his direction, the band has won 
many awards and trophies in competition 
in Brandon, Kamsack, Yorkton and Neep
awa. The band has performed in parades, 
at fairs, at political rallies, at testivals 
and two annual town concerts. Manv hund
reds of children have partaken of this op
portunity. 

His assistants have been Const. David 
Keele, Ray Presunka and Bruce Balchen. 
Dr. Vern Watson has been assistant and 
teacher since 1951 as well as being a 
member of the band committee. The band 
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committes have always been composed 
of keenly interested citizens: D. E. Mc
Lean, D. W. Hnatiuk, J. E. McNabb, Miss 
Mary Hamilton, Mrs. L. E. Argue, M. F. 
Szewczyk, G. H. Munro. A. Buckwold. P. 
Mizibrocky, W. D. Fordyce. Dr. C. S. 
Robertson, R. L. McMillan. J. S. Oli
phant Jr.. V. F. Sanderson. C. J. Volk, 
D. H. McMillan,' J. C. McMurray, M. Koz
ak. N. Shwets, P. Moroz and Fred Chay
kowski. The present-day band committee 
members are Dan Hnatiuk, chairman; 
Peter Smaluk, secretary-treasurer: Ken 
Cairnie. Ernie Ryz, Russ McMillan, Fred 
Chaykowski and Vern Watson. 

DAUPHIN LITTLE THEATRE 

Dauphin Little Theatre, organized in 
1930, existed with varying fortunes and 
public interest until the 1960·s. Now, in 
the television era, Dauphin collegiate is 
the only local organization doing serious 
work in play production. 

The idea for Dauphin Little Theatre 
(DLT) was conceived when a few pro
fessional and business men and women 
became concerned about the need for 
more cultural activities in Dauphin. They 
called a meeting in Mackenzie auditorium 
and urged that all interested persons at
tend and bring ideas. Possibly something 
constructive might be achieved. 

A good interest was shown. The meeting 
divided into discussion groups: music, 
library, drama. Arising out of the latter 
was a decision to form a society to produce 
plays, not just the popular type, but 
serious and experimental plays as well. 
Monthly club nights (annual fee, $1) in 
Mackenzie auditorium would be for one
act plays. An annual three-act public 
performance in the Town hall of a popular 
play would raise funds. 

The name "Little Theatre" was chosen, 
probably at the suggestion of Mrs. Roy 
Watt who had just come as a bride from 
eastern United States where the Little 
Theatre movement was developing. 

R. M. Stevenson, principal of the Nor
mal school and later school inspector, was 
named president. Other presidents through 



the years (all active in acting or back
stage as well) were: Dr. Harry E. BewelL 
Gordon M. Churchill, Mrs. Roy Watt. Mrs. 
Bill McClernon. Mary Hamilton, Cpl. G. 
A. Boncey, AI. Hamilton, Jack Shields, 
Jack Henderson. William McClernon. 
Ozzie HirsC'hfield. Bob MacKenzie. Don 
Cronk. 

The first drama night was held in 1930. 
and a public performance of "Peg of My 
Heart" with winsome Bernice Gorby (Mrs. 
George Reid) as Peg, was a huge suc
cess. That same year the Normal school 
students presented "The Unruly Mem
ber" directed by Miss Mary Hamilton: 
Gerald Lepper had a leading role. 

In 1935 Little Theatre president was 
Mrs. R. M. Watt. with executive mem
bers, Harold Robson, Miss Mary Clay. 
Mrs. B. C. Goodhand, Miss Dorothy Mudge. 
Mrs. P. H. Dilts: retiring president was 
G. M. Churchill. 

"Bunty Pulls The Strings" was the 
major 1935 production. with director R. M. 
Stevenson assisted by Mrs. R. P. East
man. The overall production included: Inez 
Craig. A. J. Middleditch. Jack Little. Har
old Robson, Dorothy Mudge, Eleanor 
Steen. Frances Goffman. Bruce Haigh. 
Ellen Playford, John Delmage. Edith 
Simpson, Betty Robinson. Helen Eastman. 
Allan Solomon. Ben Yallop. Otto Schute. 
Lester Patrick, Mrs. H. E. Bewell. Mrs. 
A. J. Middleditch. Mrs. H. E. Lys, Gerald 
Bird, Isabel Stewart. Mrs. G. M. Church
ilL Margaret Houston. Mrs. A. K. John
ston, Eileen Grant. Florence McRae. 
Betty Campbell. 

Some really fine drama was produced in 
the thirties and early forties. before World 
War II and other factors reduced active 
membership and public interest: "Camp
bell of Kilmohr". "The Valiant". "The 
Dole". three favorites from J. M. Barrie: 
several excerpts from Shakespeare. in 
which teachers. such as Gordon ChurchilL 
Harold Robson, George Reid. Karl Cham
bers. either directed or took leading parts. 
Two of these placed in provincial compe
tition. Others showing active interest in 
live theatre during this period were Bob 
Malcolm. Kathleen McGirr. Dan Craig. 
Frances Walker. Robert Bruce, Helen 

Marsh, Father Bernard Davis. Mrs. C. N. 
Dahlgren. 

The first district festival was in 1933. 
with C. Horne as adjudicator. 

Successful public plays of those years 
were "Smiling Through" with Inez Craig 
(Mrs. L. McMorran) as Moneen (the 
beautiful garden set was painted by local 
artist Mrs. H. E. Lys): "The Importance 
of Being Ernest": "Charley's Aunt" with 
Cpl. Boncey giving hilarious performance 
as the aunt. 

During the war years. play readings at 
the homes of members. and two or three 
drama nights given at No. 10 airport for 
trainees there, kept the group loosely to
gether. 

After the war, an infusion of new and 
younger members took drama out of the 
doldrums. Club nights were resumed, but 
never on the old monthly basis. Artistic 
and financial successes were staged such 
as "Annie Get Your Gun" and "Desert 
Song" (Audrey Shore Dowler and Neill 
Beek in the leads): "Mister Roberts": 
"Arsenic and Old Lace" (with Mrs. B. 
Shewfelt and Mrs. C. N. Dahlgren as the 
dear little murdering old ladies. and Bob 
Koons making his stage debut): "Twelve 
Angry Men": "I Love Lucy": "Harvey": 
,. See How They Run" : "Abie' s Irish 
Rose": and repeats of "Charley's Aunt" 
and "Peg Of My Heart". 

DL T underwrote a week -long course in 
drama by Mr. and Mrs. John Craig of Win
nipeg in the early years; later a two-day 
course by a woman from the drama div
ision. Saskatchewan department of educa
tion. was sponsored. 

Besides purely local activity. DLT 
joined Manitoba Drama League. and ar
ranged district festivals under its guid
ance. At first a representative from each 
nearby district and town made up the 
festival committee. Later DLT took it 
over. Trophies for acting. directing. sets. 
etc. were donated by interested persons 
or societies for annual competition. 
Among the award winners in the 1948 fest
ival were: best actress. Mrs. Ellen Bird. 
in "Brothers in Arms" and Charles Well-
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Dauphin Dramatic Society - about 1925 

man, best actor. in "The Boy Comes 
Home." 

Adjudicators popular for their helpful 
criticisms were Robert Jarman of Win
nipeg; Mrs. G. R. (Kay) Rowe of Bran
don; Norrie Duthie, George Werier. Tom 
Hendry. Mrs. Sheila Maurer. Mrs. H. 
F. Danielson. of Winnipeg and Robert 
GilL Toronto. 

The play chosen as best performance at 
the district festivals around the province 
wa:.; eligible to compete in the finals, held 
sometimes in Winnipeg, sometimes in other 
points. DLT has been host to three pro
vincial finals, in 1940. 1955 and 1963. An 
outside adjudicator judged at the finals. 
and Frank Morriss of the Free Press (now 
of the Tribune) and Ann Henry (then of 
Tribune) always attended and reported 
results and comments on their respective 
drama columns. 

During the early 1950's Little Theatre 
activities climbed toward their peak, in 
provincial competition. Lee Sage was the 
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first to win the best actor award. in 1954; 
followed by Dr. C. C. (Crammy) Wright 
in 1955; Bob MacKenzie in 1958; and Jerrv 
Birch in 1959. with Derek Barker a close 
runner-up. The DL T group won the best 
Canadian play award in 195~. with "And
rew McMurty Immigrant". Mrs. Oliver 
Hoare directing. 

Provincial honors for best actress came 
to Dauphin for the first time in 1960, won 
by Mrs. Stan (Audrey) Yates in "The 
Bridal Chamber". Mt:s. B. J. (Jackie) 
Crucq kept this trophy in Dauphin in 1961 
with her role in "Happy Journey From 
Trenton to Camden." 

Along with the growth of local inter
est in the theatrical arts, Dauphin Little 
Theatre acquired an impressive number of 
trophy awards for district festival compet
ition: the DLT shield for best play; Fox 
trophy for best junior play; Goodhand 
trophy for best director; the Mary Ham
ilton and Bert Middleditch trophies for 
best junior actor and actress. respective
ly. presented in 1956 by Little Theatre it-



self in recognition of their work; the Dr. 
C. C. Wright memorial shield for best act
or; the Donald E. Cronk trophy for best 
actress; the Molgat trophy for best out
of-town play. 

Life memberships in Manitoba Drama 
League were awarded to Miss Mary Ham
ilton and Mrs. B. C. Goodhand (Mrs. R. 
Judson, Victoria). 

In the spring of 1958 the DL T entry of 
"Devil Among the Skins" took top laurels 
in the Regional Drama Festival
and went on to capture first at the Prov
incial Drama Festival held in McCreary, 
bringing home the coveted Free Press 
shield. In regional competition Dorothy 
O'Donnell and Bob MacKenzie took the 
best actress and actor awards, Mrs. B. 
Shewfelt won the best director honors, and 
their play made a clean sweep by being 
adjudicated best in senior presentations: 
also in the cast were Dick Murray, Jack 
Henderson, and Harold Graham for sound 
effects. It was the first time in its 28-
year history that Dauphin reached the 
top in provincial competition for all-round 
play production-and to top it off Bob 
MacKenzie won the best actor award. 

A unique display of inter-community 
play production occurred in the winter of 
1960-61. when six actors from Dauphin 
and four from McCreary travelled to Ste. 
Rose du Lac where they practiced for 
"The Hidden River" directed by Lou Kli
man of McCreary. This three-act play was 
invited to the Dominion Drama Festival 
in Winnipeg. where Bob Koons won best 
actor award and Norman Shaw honorable 
mention. 

Outstanding players down the years (to 
mention a few): Helen Eastman, now 
Mrs. Hershell Smith, Victoria, a winner of 
best actress while still in collegiate, has 
since taken degree in drama, has acted in 
plays in Ottawa and Victoria, is presently 
the president of Dominion Drama Associa
tion; Bert Middleditch (for both acting 
and for the excellent sets designed and 
built by him). now Rev. A. J. Middleditch. 
Rivers; Bob MacKenzie. many times a 
winner. and for directing as well: Jack 
Henderson, both for acting and direct
ing, and later. with wife Helen. ad
judicator at nearby drama festivals: Bob 

Koons, who in recent years has frequently 
performed in CBC television plays. 

Other outstanding directors: Mrs. Ben 
Shewfelt, Mary Hamilton, Don Cronk. 
Mrs. B. J. Crucq, Mrs. S. Yates. Gary 
Nicholson, who also did wonders in light
ing, on a shoestring budget. 

Many names come to mind of those active 
in one or other facets of staging plays: 
Mrs. R. P. Eastman; Jack Little (Mc
Creary); Herb Coulson, whose prodigious 
memory provided Shakespeare readings 
with never a note or prompt; Ken Win
ters (now drama critic, Toronto Tele
gram); Alma Farenhurst (Artibise); Bill 
and Eileen Perry, now of Edmonton; Hugh 
and Frances Fox: Mrs. B. Baskerville 
(a prize costume producer); Adam and 
Mrs. Nicholson; Wilf and Jean Booth; Bob 
and Ellen Dale; Frank Tindall, Stan 
and Audrey Yates; Dave and Jan McDon
aid; Miss Eva Ferguson; Harold Graham; 
Mrs. Stan Wilson; Bev Porter (Mrs. Bob 
MacKenzie); Mrs. Frances Sparham. 

At one time DL T had a good shelf of 
play books, all catalogued and a sizeable 
costume collection, also catalogued. But 
the lack of permanent location for the or
ganization led to the deterioration of both. 
The books went to the local library; and 
the costumes. such as were left, to DCTL 
after Little Theatre presented its last 
senior play in 1966. 

A few attempts were made at play writ
ing. but nothing came of the results. Mrs. 
R. M. Watt. always interested in this as
pect. organized i'n Ottawa a dominion
wide contest in play writing. She is still 
head of the project. and has received sev
eral honors for her promotion of Canadian 
play writing. 

Of course there are stories of backstage 
and other mishaps that weren't funny at 
the time. . 

A door knob came off in Bert Middle
ditch's hand as he was about to flounce off 
stage. Fortunately he was able to in
corporate the mishap. and its consequent 
unscheduled laugh. in other performances. 
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Cast of PI~y - "Runaway Girl" - 1926 
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Another time. he was interrogating a 
suspected C. S. A. Rogers on stage. the 
latter nervously sipping from a wine bottle 
on the table between them. Cold tea had 
been used at rehearsals. but some wag 
substituted real wine. If the "interview" 
had been longer. Mr. Rogers' speech would 
have been too thick. 

The inventive and imaginative mind of 
Bert Middleditch was put to a good test 
in doing backstage work for Mary Ham
ilton's 1941 festival entry "Maker of 
Dreams". It called for a door to open and 
close without anyone touching it. After 
mulling the problem over for days. Bert 
rigged up a contraption of spools and fish
ing lines. The door opened and closed 
smoothly at the proper time. 

Edith Simpson, who always had a 
good stage presence, was nearly floored 
once. She was required to sing a line of a 
hymn, the cue for the next speaker's entry. 
Fellow players backstage conspired and 
let her sing the whole verse before taking 
her off the hook. In another play, false hair 
had hpe!! added to her own, to accommo
date a maid's cap. Another in the cast. 
whose business it was to snatch off the 
cap, snatched the additional hair with it. 

Then there is the classic oft-told tale of 
the missing pants. A rebellious invalid on 
stage rose and reached into the wings 
(clothes closet. to the audience). No pants. 
The property man had goofed. Quick as a 
wink Roy Watt, working backstage. shed 
his own pants and thrust them into the 
frantically waving hand. and stood with 
his coat around his middle until the cur
tain came down and he could retrieve 
the garment. 

As is often mentioned, all the drama. 
comedy. and near-tragedy. doesn't happen 
in front of the footlights. Dauphin Little 
Threatre has had its share of all three. 

Harking back to pre-Little Theatre days. 
pioneer Jim Stewart recalls that the 
1920's were wonderful years for communi
ty productions of popular musicals whose 
large casts involved everyone who could 
sing. "The Country Girl" was one of 
these. with the names of S. Beetham. H. 

North, Mdme. Binkley, E. Phillips, Dr. 
O. McGuirk. E. Pilgrim, Winters, Wright. 
Nagel and Nash among those appearing 
in the cast. 

Other similar productions, all of them 
performed on the stage of the Dauphin 
Theatre. were "The Runaway Girl"; 
"Miss Hook of Holland"; "Flora Dora", 
and "The Gheshia". 

Active members of the Dauphin Dram
atic Society in the mid-1920's were Wm. 
McMurray, Mrs. A. D. Smith, J. Code. 
Jack McMurray, Edna Code. Mrs. Wm. 
McMurray, Esther Swartwood, Tom 
Bridal, Bernice Walker, Fred Wright. 
Gladys Hall, Wm. Rintoul, Cliff Baird. 
Lottie McMurray, Joe Barker. 

Also of historic note, the first stage per
formance in the new town hall (built in 
1905) took the form of a concert in 1906 
by H. Ruthven McDonald, baritone ac
companied by his wife. 

Before the days of hydro or telephones, 
an auspicious event was the appearance 
of poet Pauline Johnson in the old Orange 
hall. 

ORDER OF THE ROYAL PURPLE 

The Order of the Royal Purple 
(O.O.R.P.) No. 87. sister society to the 
Elks lodge. was organized in 1945. and is 
therefore one of the younger of the wo
men's organizations in Dauphin. 

The first Honored Royal Lady was Mrs. 
Nina Jackson. Officers installed June 5. 
1945. included Mrs. Hazel Evason. Mrs. 
Ellen Bird, Mrs. Olive Cruise. Mrs. Phy
llis Clifford, Mrs. Alma Cox, Mrs. Bernice 
Zawada. Mrs. Sadie Delmage. Mrs. Dor
othy Snodgrass, Mrs. Dora Anderson. 
Mrs. Elsie Fendick. Mrs. Helen Porter. 
Mrs. Muriel Lennartz, and Mrs. Merna 
Gray. 

Charter members numbered 40, and the 
roll has increased steadily, reaching 101 in 
1970. the 25th year of activities. Their em
blem is the antlered head of the Elk. This 
makes a handsome pin. a gold head on 
diamond shaped black enamel base. which 
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is presented to retiring officers. A gift of 
a silver spoon with emblem is made to 
members the lodge wishes to honor. 
The lodge colors are purple and white. 
The floral emblem is the pansy. 

The main aim of the Royal Purple is to 
further the objectives of Elkdom, and to 
assist in the projects of the local Elks 
lodge. Financial support from the lodge 
funds goes each year to the Purple Cross 
fund, a national project to assist all un
der-privileged children across Canada; 
and to the newly established oral and 
death detection clinic in Regina. Sask
atchewan which is a joint project of the 
Elks and the Royal Purple. 

The office of Honored Royal Lady has 
been held through the years by Mrs. Nina 
Jackson, Mrs. Hazel Evason. Mrs. Ellen 
Dale. Mrs. Olive Cruise, Mrs. Sarah Fras
er. Mrs. Mildred Dobbyn. Mrs. Elsie Fen
dick, Mrs. Muriel Lennartz, Mrs. l11a Ben
nett, Mrs. Alma Artibise, Mrs. Dora An
derson, Mrs. Margaret Birss, Mrs. Ber
nice Benson, Mrs. Phyllis Clifford, Mrs. 
Margaret Davis, Mrs.' Madge PauL Mrs. 
Albertine Limoges, Mrs. Merna Gray, 
Mrs. Dorothy Whetter, Mrs. Iva Durston, 
Mrs. Arlene Crawford, Mrs. Gertie Black, 
Mrs. Elsie Cooke. Mrs. Doreen Jackman, 
Mrs. Shirley McGimpsey. Mrs. Irene Fulk
erson. 

Secretaries through these 25 years have 
been Mrs. Phyllis Clifford, Mrs. Sarah 
Fraser. Mrs. Anna Robinson, Mrs. Alice 
Sumpton, Mrs. Merna Gray. Mrs. Eula 
McGimpsey and Mrs. Margaret Davis. 

The Dauphin lodge has also shared the 
honor of having Mrs. Merna Gray serve 
as an officer in the Supreme Lodge of the 
O.C.R.P., starting as pianist and moving 
through the officers' chairs to the position 
of Supreme Associate Royal Lady for the 
1969-70 term. The Supreme convention for 
1970, at Vancouver. B.C: has naturally a 
special interest for members of the Dau
phin Lodge 

For its Silver Jubilee anniversary in 
June 1970, the Dauphin Lodge is honoring 
those charter members who have earned 
25-year pins: Mrs. Dora Anderson, Mrs. 
Alma Artibise, Mrs. l11a Bennett (Roblin), 
Mrs. Margaret Birss, Mrs. Phyllis Clif-
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ford, Mrs. Olive Cruise, Mrs. Margaret 
Davis, Mrs. Mildred Dobbyn, Mrs. Elsie 
Fendick; Mrs. Effie Fisher (Flin Flon), 
Mrs. Sarah Fraser, Mrs. Merna Gray, 
Mrs. Gertie Hall (formerly McLaughlin), 
Mrs. Rose Jackman, Mrs. Olive Lucas 
(Flin Flon), Mrs. Muriel Lennartz, Mrs. 
Helen Porter, Mrs. Dorothy Sumpter, 
Mrs. Dorothy Whetter. 

PATRICIA LODGE, L.O.B.A. 

The Loyal Orange Benevolent Assoc
iation, an auxiliary to the Loyal Orange 
Lodge, was organized in Dauphin in 1920. 
At a meeting called for the purpose Nov
ember 23, 1920 R. J. Morrison acted as 
chairman, B. McMullen as secretary. 

Following the decision to organize, a 
meeting was held two weeks later, when 
19 women joined. Mrs. B. Cummings was 
the first Worthy Matron. 

Besides Mrs. Cummings, the charter 
members were: Mrs. J. H. Cunningham, 
Mrs. J. H. McMullen, Mrs. Sarah Arm
strong, Mrs. Mary Patterson, Mrs. R. M. 
McLean, Mrs. H. Smith, Mrs. R. J. Mor
rison, Mrs. Catherine Allen, Mrs. N. Weir. 
Mrs. W. Buchannon, Mrs. L. Cameron, 
Mrs. W. Varley, Miss L. May; J. Church, 
R. J. Morrison, B. McMullen. 

The original name given to the lodge, 
"Maple Leaf", was later changed to 
"Patricia". At first the bi-monthly meet
ings were held in the Masonic halL on the 
third floor of the Burrows block; then in 
the LO.O.F. hall: and after 1947 in the 
Orange hall. The Orange lodge has been 
in existence in Dauphin since 1890, and 
the first Orange hall was a frame building 
on Main street south across from Bryce's 
bakery; it was destroyed by fire many 
years ago. 

The main projects of the L.O.B.A. 
centre around the Orange Lodge ... assist
ing in maintaining and improving the 
Orange hall, and helping with Grand 
Lodge projects, provincial and federaL 
which include orphans' homes and homes 
for aged protestants. Locally, many caus
es have been helped through the years 
... Citizens' Welfare, March of Dimes, Red 



One of Dauphin's popular Minstrel Shows ·1943 

Shield campaigns, Cancer fund, Blind In
stitute. Music festival. Poppy Day. St. 
John Ambulance. Winnipeg Flood relief in 
1950. and the Dauphin General Hospital. 

A Past Mistresses' association was 
formed some 20 years ago with members 
meeting once a month in homes. with pro· 
jects to assist the local Orange lodges 
financially. 

SAL V ATION ARMY HOME LEAGUE 

The Home League. women's auxiliary 
to the Salvation Army. was organized in 
Dauphin about 1925. to get women working 
together for the objectives of the Salvation 
Army which has served this community 
since 1901. 

Early records of the Home League have 
unfort~nately not been kept. but a special 
article written on the auxiliary's activi
ties for The Herald in 1953 notes that the 
president was then Mrs. C. F. Huster. with 
Mrs. James Fisher secretary-treasurer. 
and Mrs. S. S. Hunt as missionary repre
sentative. Leaders for the Harvest bazaar 
were Mrs. J. Brander. Mrs. B. Towner. 
Mrs. J. Ludman and Mrs. G. Edwards. 

That year the Home League's special 
project was equipment for the Salvation 
Army fresh air camp at Sandy Hook. Quilts 
from coat pieces were being made up for 

the needy; ice cream was provided. as 
usual. for the annual Salvation Army out
ing at Dauphin Beach. 

GOOD NEIGHBORS CLUB 

The Good Neighbors Club. first known as 
the South End Knitting Club. had an in
auspicious beginning. one that gave no 
hint of the unusually large amount of 
community and war work this small local 
group would later accomplish. The club got 
its start in the fall of 1938. when a few 
neighbors in the south end of town took a 
Sunday afternoon stroll and came back to 
one of the homes for tea. The walks and 
visits were enjoyed so much they were 
kept up. 

With the approach of cold weather that 
year. a suggestion was made that the 
gathering be switched to a weekday. and 
the women met every second Thursday. 
After a bit they added quilt making to 
their activities. 

When World War Two broke out. the 
little group decided to knit for service 
men. Membership grew rapidly as every
one got into war work. The club had 
very little money. could not hope to buy 
enough wool to keep its workers busy. 
The LO.D.E. had funds for the purpose. 
the knitting club got wool in quantities 
from both Dauphin LO.D.E. chapters. 
and returned it knitted into required art-
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icles for servicemen. This activity car
ried on through the war years, and 
LO.D.E. leaders were enthusiastic about 
the amount of wool knitted up for their 
projects. and the number of quilts don
ated by the club. 

Up to now, the group had no executive 
but Mrs. F. C. Young was leader. With 
the amount of work being done an exec
utive was needed to look after it. Mrs. 
Young was elected president, and re
mained in office 11 years. The first slate 
of officers is not available, but those who 
worked continuously during the war years 
were Mrs. J. Kerr, Mrs. George Peers, 
Mrs. M. Bates, Mrs. H. Armstrong, Mrs. 
W. E. Myers, Mrs. Henri Noel, Mrs. A. 
Houston, Mrs. A. Neill. Mrs. G. Ewen, 
Mrs. R. Sholdice, Mrs. Chas. Snyder. 

Mrs. L. Currie was the first honorary 
president, and Mrs. W. Brazier the first 
honorary vice-president. 

INDEPENDENT ORDER 
OF ODD FELLOWS 

On June 29, 1897 at 9 a.m. a number of 
Dauphin residents assembled for the pur
pose of forming a lodge of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows. At that first 
meeting were Rev. E. J. Hopper, David 
McIntosh, Robert Smith, W. Rice, Alfred 
Maynard and William Rintoul. Visitors 
were H. B. Rose, Grand Master of Mani
toba; A. H. Blackely, P.G.; B. D. Derring, 
P.G.; F. B. Edmond, L. S. Baker and R. 
Hunt, P.G. 

Grand Master Rose called the meet
ing to order and the above presented them
selves, were duly obligated and Dauphin 
Lodge No. 36 LO.O.F. was instituted. 
The following applications were then pre
sented by David McIntosh to a committee 
comprising Robert Smith and W. Rice, 
accepted and initiated: John F. Hosegood, 
merchant; E. T. Morrison, farmer; J. 
McPherson, blacksmith; John Mowat. 
grain buyer; Alf Johnson, clerk; John 
Stacey, carpenter; James B. Robson, 
farmer; C. F. Turner, merchant; George 
McCallum, farmer; Chas. Hicks, notary 
public; R. W. Parke. farmer. 

This concluded the Initiatory Degree and 
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the meeting adjourned to meet at 1: 30 
when the first, second and third degrees 
were conferred on the candidates. 

Grand Master Rose chaired the meet
ing for the election of officers to this new 
Lodge, with the following results: Noble 
Grand, David McIntosh; Vice-Grand, E. 
J. Hopper; recording secretary, John 
Hosegood; treasurer, Charles Hughes. 
They were installed, after which Noble 
Grand McIntosh made appointments to the 
other offices: Alfred Maynard, Robert 
Smith, J. McPherson, G. McCallum, Wm. 
Rintoul, J. B. Robson, E. J. Morrison, 
Alf Johnson, C. F. Turner, John Stacey, 
W. Rice. William Rintoul was elected 
delegate to the Grand Lodge of Manitoba. 

From this small beginning the Dauphin 
Lodge has grown until it boasted a mem
bership as high as 214 at one time. Serv
ing as Past and Noble Grands of this Lodge 
since the year 1897 have been: C. F. Turn
er, E. J. Hopper, J. B. Nicholson, W. D. 
Nix, W. C. Turner, J. W. Johnston, M. 
Rankin, E. Bottomley, W. Rintoul; 

W. C. Dennison, H. P. Nicholson, G. H. 
Cameron, Leonard Shaw, John Andrew, 
W. J. Harrington, J. A. Ball, D. C. Rich
ardson, Robert Hawkins, W. J. Green
sides, W. Code, E. N. Argue, John Voigt, 
Jas. Norton, E. A. Webb; 

Robt. Fagen, Adam Stark, B. S. Bailey, 
Fred Crowe, R. J. Lunn, A. Andrew, D. 
Kells, Wm. Snyder, D. A. Craig, J. S. 
Oliphant, S. F. Katz, H. V. Smith, G. A. 
Hunter. J. A. Haddrell. T. W. Barnard, 
A. Wardle, Clarence Willis, W. S. Marsh; 

J. A. Fraser, J. A. Stewart, R. G. 
Thompson, C. T. Brain, Cecil Clark, Leon
ard Beer, Wm. Weir, J. E. Fair, Jack 
Lintick, H. M. Oliphant, Arthur Wood, 
C. Williams, C. E. Stelck, R. P. Scott; 

J. L. Stewart, J. E. Delmage, E. A. 
Marcroft, Wm. Shobrooke, J. S. Oli
phant Jr., J. M. D. Kells, W. Armstrong, 
A. B. Crawford, L O. Winters, Chas. Snyd
er, H. A. Timm, T. E. Morrow; 

E. C. Paiement. Lloyd McDermott, El
gin Maynard, S. W. Warner, Ernie Black, 
J. G. "Dick" D'Aoust, R. G. Clarkson, 
W. F. Farrell, Earl B. Welborn, A. Zih
rul, R. T. Edwards, Peter Kaleta, Ray 



Fisher, E. C. Love, Harold Smith, George 
Lauder. 

Over the years the Dauphin LO.O.F. 
Lodge has contributed to many worthy 
causes such as the March of Dimes, the 
Odd Fellows Senior Citizens' home in 
Charleswood, Manitoba; Dr. Wright 
school, Dauphin General Hospital: and 
widows and orphans of members of 
the lodge. 

The motto represented by the three 
links stands for Friendship, Love, Truth -
and the Dauphin Lodge has endeavored to 
carry out the obligation for the sake of 
humanity. 

DAUPHIN BRANCH OF THE LEGION 

The building which now houses the Dau
phin branch No. 20 of the Royal Canadian 
Legion has a history which d'ates back to 
the period following the First World War. 
It was erected by the veterans of that 
war, largely through volunteer labor, and 
turned over in 1934 to the British Empire 
Service League, now the Royal Canadian 
Legion. 

The building has been used over the 
years by a large number of groups and 
organizations, and served at one time 
as a gymnasium. During the Second World 
War it was taken over by the Department 
of National Defence. The main floor was 
the town library from 1949 to 1958 and 
held the recruiting offices for the army. 
After the library moved it was used as 
clubrooms for senior citizens. A fire in 
1959 caused extensive damage and reno
vations were necessary. 

In 1967, as a centennial project. the 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch No. 20 
added a one-storey extension 40 by 44 feet 
at the n~ar of the original building loc
ated on Main street north in the town. 
This major expansion and renovation of 
the Legion building enabled the club to 
move to the main floor from the basement. 
and the clubrooms downstairs were turned 
over to the senior citizens. This exchange 
gave the Legion members expanded facil
ities and provided the senior group with 
larger accommodation and kitchen fac-

G.W.V.A. Hall- Now legion Building 

iii ties. The rear entrance affords a ramp 
for wheel chairs and those on crutches. 

The history of the Legion hall is close
ly tied to the history of' the veterans in 
Dauphin. In the spring of 1917 four vet
erans of the First World War, Ed Manby, 
W. F. Percy, P. Chard, and F. W. Little 
met and formed a Dauphin branch of the 
Great War Veterans' Association. Ed 
Manby, in whose home the meeting was 
held, was elected the first president and 
W. F. Percy the first secretary-treasur
er. 

The first branch rooms were located 
over Montgomery's store, but later moved 
to the Lily block on Front street. Plans for 
the first building were laid in 1921. A com
mittee of veterans including J. W. Skin
ner, C. D. Bates, W. P. Wright. E. C. 
Batty, D. Kitney, W. F. Percy, J. M. 
Chalmers and H. IV!. Oliphant was formed 
to supervise and maintain the building. In 
spite of voluntary labor and generous don
ations the project emerged with a $7,500 
deficit which was paid by applying two 
mortgages and it was 1935 before the hall 
was debt free. 

In 1926, along with many other branches 
in Canada, the local branch of the Great 
War Veterans' Association affiliated with 
the Canadian Legion, B.E.S.L. For the 
local branch F. Scrase was elected the 
first president. Legion charter mem
bers were W. P. Wright. F. W. Bumstead, 
E. C. Batty, D. Kitney, W. F. Percy, J. 
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M. Chalmers. Jas. Warner. G. Nagle. J. 
Pilgrim. and F. Scrase. The charter was 
issued January 11, 1927. 

Since the first presidency of Captain 
Frank Scrase in 1927, others who have 
been at the helm of the Dauphin branch 
include Hugh Lys, Owen McGuirk, Doug 
Kitney, Russ Rusconi, Frank Bumstead. 
Archie Chute, B. Saunderson, Gordon M. 
Churchill, Jack Burton, Bert Middleditch. 
Dave Justice, Lloyd G. Sneath, Seymour 
Godin, Lionel P. Beech, Wm. N. Wilkin
son, John W. McCallum, Wm. E. Barrie. 
L. S. Hill, Larry Haagenson. Fred Mal
owski, Wm. G. Syme and W. A. Miller. 

Through these years the secretary post 
has been filled by ErIe Hamilton, Ben 
Shewfelt, Doug Kitney, Albert Redgate. 
Mrs. E. L. Beauchamp, W. T. Bowen. 
and Roy E. Coppell. 

Among those serving as district com
manders have been A. J. (Fred) Webb. 
Lloyd G. Sneath, James A. Clarke and 
John W. McCallum. Zone commanders 
have included Larry Haagenson, Charlie 
Kerr; and Mrs. E. V. Pearce as deputy 
zone commander. 

Besides caring for veterans and their 
families, one of the main duties of the 
Legion, the Dauphin branch has been act
ively interested in community projects. 
such as housing the town library from 
1949 - 58; financing one of the sheets of 
artificial ice in the OMCC curling rink; 
sponsoring the Legion Pipe Band, and the 
Majorettes; sponsoring the Senior Citi
zens' Club; assisting with the twice-yearly 
Red Cross blood donors clinic; and help
ing with minor hockey activities. The 
branch is always on the alert to assist 
with emergency situations: in 1950 help 
was given to look after evacuees from the 
Winnipeg flood. 

In 1936 a stone memorial cross was 
erected at the cemetery on the Legion plot. 
The stone for this cross was donated by J. 
Lane and the work done voluntarily by 
members of the branch. Following the 
Second World War. in 1947. a Memorial 
drive of trees was planted at the cemetery. 

The local branch of the Canadian Legion 
erected a cenotaph in 1924, after a vig-
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orous campaIgn to raise the required 
$4.250. The unveiling ceremony was 
held on a rainy Thursday afternoon. June 
23. 1924 in conjunction with the dedication 
service. Lieutenant-Goverrior Sir J. A. 
M. Aikins was guest speaker on that oc
casion. 

The Cenotaph carried the names of those 
who lost their lives in the First World War. 
Following the Second World War, the Can
adian Legion added two more tablets with 
the names of those who lost their lives in 
that conflict. The Cenotaph was rededi
cated in 1947. 

In 1967 the Cenotaph was moved to Mem
orial Boulevard at the entrance to the 
Dauphin Memorial Community Centre. 

THE ORANGE LODGE 

Many of the early settlers in Dauphin 
migrated from Ontario and Eastern Can
ada where they had been members of the 
Orange Association. As their numbers in
creased here they began to consider hav
ing an Orange Lodge in the district. In 
1890 ten met to put into action their plans. 
The initial meeting was held in December 
of that year in William Boyd's log ~hanty 
on section 26-24-20 and Dauphin Loyal 
Orange Lodge No. 1598 was instituted. 

The first master was P. J. Beauchamp. 
Other elected officers were Harry Hughes, 
George Barker, Samuel Perry, James 
McDowell, William Sutherland, E. F. Mc
Pherson, Wm. Boyd, Angus McDonald, 
Wm. Dunfield. Four new members were 
initiated at this meeting: Joseph Potts, 
John F. Boyd, G. W. J. Barker and Chris 
Felker. 

Meetings were held in various homes or 
in the Spruce Creek school until the com
ing of the railroad when a meeting place 
was established in the new village of Dau
phin. With the increased influx of settlers 
the membership grew to the point where 
a second lodge was organized in 1903. 
This became the Coronation Loyal Orange 
Lodge No. 1785. Time proved this step 
was premature and the two lodges amal
gamated under the one name of Corona
tion LOL No. 1785 a short time later. 



Dauphin's First Children's Playground -
1937 

After the amalgamation a higher branch 
of the Orange association was organized 
and known as the Royal Black Preceptory 
No. 602. The first preceptor was Wm. 
Murray. Several members of the Dauphin 
Loyal Orange Lodge and the Royal Black 
Preceptory have held offices in the pro
vincial Grand Lodge. 

In 1920 a ladies' lodge was established 
in Dauphin. this being the Ladies' Orange 
Benevolent Association No. 338. 

The three lodges carried on through the 
years in a rented hall. Then in 1947 they 
pooled their resources and purchased a 
building on Main street and Fifth avenue 
S.W. which they remodelled into a mod
ern lodge hall. They continue to be active 
in the building known as the Orange Hall. 

ALEXANDRA REBEKAH LODGE 

The Alexandra Rebekah Lodge No. 13 
was organized in connection with the Odd
fellows Lodge. The degree staff of Queen 
Esther lodge in Winnipeg instituted the 
lodge on February 23. 1910. The ceremonv 
was held in the to'wn hall when 156 took the 
pledge. 

The Rebekah degree of Oddfellowship 
was named after Rebekah of the Bible. 
who was chosen to be a help mate to Isaac_ 
It was instituted to carry out the avowed 
objective to help the needy. provide relief 
for the suffering. and sympathy for the be
reaved. 

The emblem of the lodge-three links 
signifies Friendship. Love and Truth. 

Regular meetings are held on the second 
and fourth Fridays of the month. Special 

occasions include an anniversary observ
ance of the club's birthday. church parade 
one Sunday each year with a different 
church being chosen from the preceding 
year. 

The province is divided into districts 
for Rebekah organizational purposes. 
and district meetings are usually held 
in the spring. Special efforts are made to 
make these meetings memorable and 
informative. A delegate is chosen from 
this meeting to the Manitoba Assembly. 

Money is raised by the club for worth
while causes by means of the payment of 
dues. teas. rummage sales and donations. 
The LO.O.F. home in Charleswood. Win
nipeg, for the aged is the main object of 
attention for the lodge. Its upkeep is sub
sidized through donations. as are local 
charities, citizens' welfare. hospital. Leg
ion Christmas parcels. senior citizens' 
home. Dr. Wright school for retardeds. 
and the annual musical festival. The 
March of Dimes has been substantially 
aided by the efforts of Alexandra No. 13. 

One of the older of the women's organ
izations in Dauphin. the Rebekah lodge 
was named Alexandra No. 13 because Al
exandra. consort of Edward VII. was then 
reigning Queen, and because it was the 
13th to be organized in Manitoba. 

At the impressive degree ceremony the 
first to take the pledge were Nellie Green
man (Mrs. James Miles) and Gussie 
Drinkwater (Mrs. E. Roberts). The first 
officers included Mrs. Christine Wilson. 
Mrs. J. W. Johnston. Mrs. R. Smith. Mrs. 
W. J. Drinkwater. Miss Bossons. Beatrice 
Goodhand. Agnes Lawson. Mabel Parr. 
Mrs. W. A. Thomson. Kathleen Code. Mrs. 
R. B. Culbertson. J. F. Parr. Mrs. F. L. 
Ball. 

Forty-five years later. according to a 
write-up at that time. of those who joined 
the first night five were still resident in 
Dauphin: Mrs. J. B. McIntyre. Mrs. M. 
Spillett. Mrs. J. W. Johnston. Mrs. J. N. 
Miles. J. S. Oliphant Sr. 

In the same write-up. the present of
ficers were listed as Mrs. W. L. Williams. 
Mrs. E. Paiement. Mrs. George Shick. 
Mrs. Wm. D. Strang. Mrs. E. Riddell. 
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The past Noble Grands have an organ
ization of their own, meeting in the homes 
of members, and having an annual get
together dinner. The object of this group 
is to lend help and advice from their col
lective past experience to officers of the 
Rebekah Lodge. 

BROTHERHOOD OF LOCOMOTIVE 
FIREMEN AND ENGINEMEN 

The lodge of the Brotherhood of Loco
motive Firemen and Enginemen was 
inaugurated Riding Mountain Lodge No. 
661 - September 7, 1907. John J. Hanna
han was Grand Master. W. S. Carter 
was Grand Secretary-Treasurer. 

The charter members were: Chester 
Arthur, Geo. H. Barr, Geo. R. Bellamy. 
Thos. Cheesman, Robt. H. Cleaver. Jas. 
Clyde, William Cummings, William Dor
an, John W. Douglas, Bertie W. Hanelin. 
W. A. Hobell, Andrew L. Johnstone, John 
E. Kitt, George C. Leech, W. J. Leech, W. 
E. Lines, John McKeever, Angus D. Mc
Kinnon, George McKinnon, James Miles, 
Lloyd G. Miller, Nelson Murray, John Pat
terson, Edward Pearce, R. T. Perkins, 
Fred Pike, Eli Ragotte, Albert Schrim
shaw, David Smith, Archie Smythe, Tho
mas Walker, William Whitman, Neil Wilk
inson, John H. Willis, Frank Wilson, Vin
cent Wright. 

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 
VICTORY CHAPTER NO.6 

The Order of the Eastern Star is closely 
related to this Masonic fraternity. The 
organization is made up of wives, daugh
ters, mothers, widows and sisters of Mas
ter Masons. A group of the aforemen
tioned met with a number of Master 
Masons on October 29, 1919 in the Town 
hall of Dauphin for the purpose of insti
tuting a chapter of the Order of the East
ern Star in Dauphin. 

Those present at the meeting and sign
ing the petition for a charter were: Mrs. 
Nellie McLeod, Mrs. Hannah McKinstry, 
Mrs. Eliza Jane Murray, Mrs. Margaret 
Hunt, Mrs. Margaret Gofton, Mrs. Gert
rude Tunstell, Mrs. Josephine Johnston, 
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Mrs. Mildred McQuigge, Mrs. Bertha 
King, Mrs. Annie Free, Mrs. Ida Green
sides, Mrs. Mary Hawkins, Mrs. Lillie 
Gardner, Mrs. Sarah Seward. Miss Ger
trude Johnston, Mrs. Ada Whiteman. Mrs. 
Annie McLachlin. 

Master Masons, members of Vermillion 
Lodge No. 68. A.F. and A.Moo were: Wil
liam Whiteman, William Murray, Her
bert Hunt, Charles A. Gofton, John W. 
Johnston, William J. Free, Robert Hawk
ins, John Gardner. Master Mason, 
representing the Roblin Lodge No. 122 
A.F. and A.M., was George Tunstell. 

At this time, the province of Manitoba 
did not have a Grand Chapter. 

A dispensation to form a chapter of the 
Order of the Eastern Star in the town of 
Dauphin was granted and in accordance 
therewith "Victory Chapter No. 6 Order 
of the Eastern Star" was instituted on Jan
uary 12, 1920, by Norman Bellamy, Past 
Grand Patron of the Grand Chapter of 
Saskatchewan, assisted by Mrs. A. R. Van
stone, Past Matron of Queen Winnipeg 
Chapter No.1, and Mrs. George E. Tait, 
Worthy Matron of Queen Winnipeg Chap
ter No.1, Mrs. J. F. Dart and Mrs. John 
E. Clark, members of Queen Winnipeg 
No. 1. 

All those signing the petition for a 
chapter in Dauphin were present with 
the exception of Mrs. Gertrude Tunstell, 
George Tunstell, Mrs. Sarah Seward and 
Dr. Charles A. Gofton. 

Election of officers then took place and 
installa tion proceeded as follows: worthy 
matron, Nellie A. McLeod; worthy patron, 
John W. Johnston; associate matron, Mary 
Hawkins; secretary, Margaret C. Hunt; 
treasurer, Margaret Gofton; chaplain, 
Hannah McKinstry; marshall, Ada White
man; conductress, Ida M. Greensides; as
sociate conductress, Bertha O. King; 
Adah, Josephine Johnston; Ruth, Lillie 
Gardner; Esther, Eliza J. Murray; 
Martha, Annie M. Free; Electa, Mildred 
M. McQuigge; warder, Annie McLach
lin; sentinel, John Gardner. 

It was moved at this meeting that the 
stated meetings of the chapter be held on 
the third Tuesday of each month. Later 



this was changed to the third Monday, on 
which date the chapter still meets. 

The Masonic Temple was on the third 
floor of the Burrows block and the Eastern 
Star also used these accommodations for 
their chapter meetings until after the 
Second World War when the Masons built 
their temple on the corner of Sixth and 
Main street north, in 1947. Both organiza
tions continue to hold their meetings there. 

In 1923, interest was high concerning the 
formation of a Manitoba Grand Chapter 
of the Order of the Eastern Star, in Win
nipeg, which was eventually realized that 
year. The first Grand Chapter session was 
held June 20 and 21, 1923. 

On January 13, 1924, Victory Chapter No. 
6 held their first church attendance, com
memorating the fourth anniversary of the 
formation of the chapter. This practice 
has continued to the present time. 

In January of 
received its first 
newly organized 
Manitoba. 

1924, Victory Chapter 
official visit from the 

Grand Chapter of 

On June 18, 1928 the annual session of 
the Grand Chapter of Manitoba, Order of 
the Eastern Star, was held in the town 
hall in Dauphin. Visiting chapters in
cluded Naomi No. 11, Neepawa; Fort 
Garry, No. 17, Winnipeg; Ruth Chapter, 
No. 17, Minnedosa. 

In March of 1928, a committee of Mrs. 
Essie Vasbinder and Mrs. Annie McLach
lin, W. J. McConnell and J. Norton were 
appointed to arrange for furnishing a 
ward in the Dauphin Hospital. This ward 
WDS maintained by Victory chapter until 
the new addition and alterations were 
made in 1962. 

Victocy Chapter No. 6 is not a service 
club. Donations are given to charitable 
organizations and canvasses are made 
annually for the C.N.I.B. and Cancer 
fund drives. 

Many honors have been given this chap
ter by the Grand Chapter of Manitoba 
through the years. Two of our members 
have received special recognition in that 
they were elected to the honorable posi-

tion of Worthy Grand Matron of the Grand 
Chapter of Manitoba-Mrs. Essie Vas
binder in 1931, and Mrs. Bertha King in 
1943. Many more members have been hon
ored by being given offices in the Grand 
Chapter, and appointments as Grand Rep
resentatives thus strengthening the links 
of friendship, sisterhood and brotherhood 
throughout the world. 

DAUPHIN ROTARY CLUB 

In 1922, G. H. (Harry) Crimes started 
discussions which subsequently led to 
the formation of the Dauphin Rotary 
club, but it was not until two years later 
that his efforts came to fruition. In June 
1924 two members of the Winnipeg club, 
George W. Downey and Willis S. Archi
bald came to Dauphin, at the request of 
Governor James W. Davidson, to make a 
survey of the situation. A meeting was held 
in the office of Frank E. Simpson, and a 
decision was made to proceed with the or
ganization of a Rotary club. 

The following charter members were 
selected: Harry E. Bewell, G. Harry 
Crimes, Rev. A. E. (Padre) Cousins, 
James A. Campbell, Albert F. Farrell, 
Arthur Gray, Howard W. Hopwood, 
George King, George H. Palmer, M. 
Garry Peebles, Wilfred Robson, George 
W. Rogers, Frank E. Simpson, Wilfred G. 
White and Roy M. Watt. 

The official inauguration meeting was 
held on September 6, 1924 and was pre
sided over by Governor Frank C. Wilson 
of York ton. Charter No. 1810 was present
ed by George W. Downey, who headed a 
delegation of 16 members of the Winnipeg 
Rotary Club. Frank E. Simpson was elect
ed the first president, and Harry Crimes 
the first secretary-treasurer. 

Since its inception the club and its mem
bers have been guided by the principles 
of Rotary and have been imbued with all 
the implications of its motto "Service 
Above Self". There have been accomplish
ments by the club in search of the "Ob
jects of Rotary" and the record of the 
club speaks for itself. Suffice to say, in the 
46 years of its existence the club has 
achieved an honored place in the hearts 
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and minds of the Dauphin community. 
Membership in the Rotary Club of Dau
phin has no doubt played an important 
part in the development of the character 
of each and every man who has held a 
membership in the club. 

Rotary Club has had its "ups and 
downs" like every community organiza
tion. It is interesting to contemplate 
in retrospect some of the trials and trib
ulations. In the early days of its exist
ence, luncheon meetings were held be
hind a green velvet curtain in the dining
room of the old Hamilton hotel-discus
sions and addresses had to compete with 
the clatter of dishes and the buzz of con
versation on the other side of the curtain. 
During the depression years the member
ship in the club dwindled to a faithful half 
dozen and surrender of the Charter was 
seriously considered. However, the small 
enthusiastic group carried on, maintain
ing that the community needed Rotary. 

The trials of the club in securing ac
commodation and meals for their weekly 
meetings during World War II are recalled. 
Meetings were held upstairs in the Legion 
hall and food was carried down the street 
for half a block by club members and 
served by club members-so many mem
bers were involved in setting up tables, 
helping to carry food, serving it and clean
ing up afterwards, that a true Rotary 
spirit was fostered in the situation. One 
lady was hired to help set out the meal and 
wash up afterwards. 

The Dauphin club was honored during 
1944-45 in having one of their members 
elected District Governor. John N. Mc
Fadden served the post with distinction, 
making that a "good year" for the Dau
phin club. 

The Dauphin Rotary Club has been re
sponsihle for instituting the Rotary clubs 
of Swan River and Minnedosa, with many 
member" journeying to attend their Chart
er nights. Groups of Rotarians from Dau
phin attended the initial meetings of the 
Rotary club of Neepawa which was formed 
by Minnedosa, and the Rotary club of Mc
Creary formed by Neepawa. 

Membership in the Dauphin club stands 
at 43 at present, a good working member-

ship. It rose to 60 plus at one time but this 
proved unwieldy. 

Attempting over the years to be some
thing more than just a "knife and fork" 
club the Rotary Club of Dauphin has 
been well served by many dedicated pres
idents and officers who have endeavored 
to follow the "four avenues of service" 
in their leadership. Several members have 
completed over 25 years of "doing good 
work" in conjunction with the Rotary 
club. 

It is not boastful to say, that Dauphin 
would surely have been a less desirable 
place to live without the Rotary club over 
the past 46 years. 

KINSMEN CLUB OF DAUPHIN 

The Kinsmen Club of Dauphin wa~hart
ered on May 13, 1961 by the Kinsmen Club 
of Gilbert Plains under the chairmanship 
of Dave Tully. The charter president of the 
Dauphin club was Dave McDonald and 
with him on the executive were: vice
president, Arnold Downs; secretary, Gor
don Scalf; treasurer, Barrie Scott; 
directors, Pat Evans, Stan Wilson, Dave 
Kehler. Charter members also included 
Stan Yates, Ray Wilson, Don Grassick, 
George Kolba, Ray Sheppard, George 
Robinson, Zenon Sklepowich, Al Kindret, 
Don Cronk, Jack Henderson, Garry Mc
Donald, Norman Shaw, Bjorn Thorsrud. 

The Kinette auxiliary of the Kinsmen 
club of Dauphin was chartered in Feb
ruary 1963 with Barbara Popples.j;0ne as 
charter president. 

Main service project of the Kinsmen has 
been the Dr. Wright school in Dauphin. 
The club supplied transportation for the 
children and donated $10,000 to the con
struction of a specially designed school 
building. Their support continued until 
the Dr. Wright school became an integral 
part of the Dauphin-Ochre Area school 
system in 1967. 

In addition,' the Kinsmen have contrib
uted substantial financial assistance to 
the Dauphin General Hospital, for inten
sive care equipment; to the new St. 
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Ukrainian Peoples Home 

Paul's Home for furnishings; to the Dau
phin Memorial Community Centre, to
wards artificial ice and heaters in the 
arena. and towards modernization of 
facilities in the exhibition building to 
make it a large convention centre. 

In 1968 the Kinsmen and the Lions 
shared jointly the $20,000 cost of building 
an outdoor swimming pool on the DMCC 
grounds. 

Centennial year of 1970 will mark the 
first time that the Kin convention for 
District No.2 will be staged in Dauphin in 
June-with the program centred around 
the theme "Out of this World" for over 600 
delegates and guests. 

Past presidents of the club include Dave 
McDonald, Stan Wilson. Stan Yates. Jack 
Henderson. Don Cronk. Art Jones. John 
Suderman, Harry Chunick and Bob Allen. 

Past presidents of the Kinette club are 
Barbara Poppies tone. Hazel Childs. 
Isobel Wilson. Tennice Gagen. Sonja 
Simes. Florine Ward. Mary Morgan. A 
most successful fashion pageant was 
staged in 1967 as a Centennial project. 

all provincial civil servants, boards and 
committees, was formed in 1950 with Wil
fred G. Booth as its first president. 

Since then George Shick, Ben Balchen. 
Bob Fulton, Bob McEwen, Wally Robson 
and Gordon Bedford have headed the unit. 

In 1960 the Dauphin unit hosted the pro
vincial convention which in its 17-year 
history has been out of Winnipeg only 
once, to Brandon in 1957. This conven
tion returned to Dauphin in 1966. 

Active interest in M.G.E.A. aims and 
objects has been one of the trademarks of 
the Dauphin unit executives. Represent
ation on the provincial executive culmin
ated in 1969 with the election of Fred J. 
Mills as president. 

WOMEN' S HOSPITAL AUXILIARY 

The Women's Hospital Aid (today known 
as Auxiliary) is one of the oldest of the 
Women's organizations in town. Officially 
organized in 1900, it actually came into 
being the year before, when a typhoid 
epidemic was taxing the facilities of the 
home which had been pressed into service 
as a hospital. This was Dr. E. Bottomley's 
old residence on Third avenue. 

The women of the town were called 
upon to assist in providing linens and 
other necessities for the patients. and 
thus the Women's Hospital Aid was born. 

Mrs. George Barker was the first pres
ident. Early members were Mrs. Wm. Mur
ray. Mrs. E. Perry. Mrs. R. C. Brown. 
Mrs. F. Herchmer. Mrs. R. C. Sparling. 
Mrs. Robt. Ferguson. Mrs. J. McKinstry. 
Mrs. D. Sutherland. Mrs. Gavin Craig. 
Mrs. W. C. Edgar. Mrs. W. C. Turner. 
Mrs. Frank Turner. Mrs. D. Downie. Mrs. 
George King and Mrs. J. W. Johnston. 

The activities of the first period have 
DAUPHIN UNIT M.G.E.A. had to be filled in from memories of the 

few remaining members. or from refer
The Dauphin unit of the Manitoba Gov- ences in hospital records. However. a pen

ernment Employees' Association. an 01'- cilled draft of the 10th annual reports sums 
ganization including in its membership up a busy year. Money raised by: annual 
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ball, $203; charity bonspiel, $129; summer 
carnival, $393; baseball benefit, $41; Ly
ceum theatre (staffed by WHA members 
one night a month); and a tedious tut re
warding house to house canvass for ten 
cents a month. 

The main outlay seems to have been 
for hospital linens. Sewing was at first 
done in the homes of members, but as the 
needs grew a part time seamstress was 
engaged. Finally the sewing machine was 
moved to the hospital and a full-time seam
stress put on duty. 

Laundry for a time was a headache. 
Sending sheets and other linens down
town was expensive and unsatisfactory. 
About 1910 the Hospital board decided 
to build a laundry at the back of the hos
pital. The WHA bought the equipment 
for it, the board installed a dryer and 
employed two laundresses. 

Another project was buying dishes and 
utensils. These were stored in the town 
hall kitchen, and the WHA embarked on a 
round of catering to raise money for its 
projects. The dishes were available for 
rental also. 

The second period, 1931 to 1940, is well 
set out in the WHA minute books. 

In 1931 the WHA catered to no less than 
10 dinners. Mrs. D. Kells was president 
that year and the secretary was Mrs. 
Robert Hawkins, who was later the treas
urer for many years, and afterwards pres
ident. With its popular appeal for aid to 
the hospital, the WHA was able to call on 
town women as well as its own member
ship for donations of baking and money for 
banquet menus. 

Money raised that year went to the pur
chase of 30 pairs of blankets, and material 
which was made up into 675 articles. Pur
chasing committee reports in this period 
frequently speak of webs of sheetings, 
towels by the dozens. 

Next year catering affairs totalled six. 
and they tapered off, with more use be
ing made of teas and dances, bridge part-· 
ies, to raise money for supplies. 

Besides the prodigious amount spent on 
linens, purchases for the hospital included 
a mimeograph machine. an electric mix
er. and ward curtains for the maternity 
ward at $20 to $25 a bed, replacing the 
unsatisfactory bed-screens. 

When the new hospital wing was added 
in 1936, $2,000 was donated to the new Hos
pital board, with the stipulation that it 
be used to install special glass in the sol
arium. 

Besides those mentioned, others out
standing on the executive in the busy 
middle years were Mrs. D. D. McDonald, 
Mrs. W. Wick. Mrs. W. G. Rogers, Mrs. S. 
Solomon, Mrs. W. D. King, Mrs. J. J. Ly
secki, Mrs. W. J. Harrington. the latter 
always on the purchasing committee and 
also in charge of rental of dishes. 

Early in 1939,the WHA, which had met 
without rent charge in the town hall for 
36 years, had to find another meeting 
place. From then until the organization 
disbanded in 1940. meetings were held at 
the home of Mrs. J. G. Dickie. 

The decision to disband was made re
luctantly, but war work, such as Red 
Cross, came first with many former mem
bers. The now small membership was un
able to carryon. The dishes were don
ated to the hospital and the bank balance 
put in trust in the hope that the WHA 
would be revived after the war. 

The WHA was re-organized in March 
1946, at a public meeting called for the 
purpose. The society got off to an en
thusiastic start with Mrs. Wm. Mc
Clernon as president and Mrs. A. S. Little 
as secretary; Mrs. A. D. McKee and 
Mrs. E. H. Paul each served two years as 
president, Mrs. Little continuing as sec- -
retary. 

During this period some of the items 
bought for the hospital were: bread slic
er. $312; intercommunication system, for 
wards and offices; two sewing machines, 
electric dishwasher, $1,000; wheel chair, 
$62; potato peeler, $366; furnishings for 
a three-room semi-private ward; child's 
hospital bed, $67; scrubber tank and pol-
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isher, $165; electric fan for operating 
room; 10 dozen· plastic dishes, $508; 
five dozen trays, $3.45 each; three new 
food carrying carts at $125 each; furni
ture also kept in repair. 

Money for staggering outlays like this, 
and many other similar sized contributions 
in subsequent years, has been raised in 
the following ways: tagdays at the fair; 
spring tea and bazaar; rag drive; bene
fits at Kings hotel, Elite and Grange 
cafes; talent money; Kiddies' Korner 
fashion show; donations from firms and 
private persons. 

Serving as presidents to the present have 
been Mrs. Robt. Fagen, Mrs. R. E. Dicks, 
Mrs. A. T. Warnock (three years), Mrs. 
Jas. Love, Mrs. Wm. Cruise, Mrs. J. E. 
Dent, Mrs. Madge Paul, Mrs. Denzil Ed
wards, and Mrs. John Lysak. Secretaries 
through the same period have been Mrs. 
A. W. McLaren, Mrs. Wm. Cruise, Mrs. L. 
J. Stephen, Mrs. W. G. Ritchie, Mrs. Ray 
Johnston, Mrs. Robt. Lee, Mrs. George 
Feuffel. Mrs. A. T. Warnock has also 
served as president of the Regional Hos
pital Auxiliaries. 

Major WHA projects have centred 
around the renovating of the third floor 
of the hospital to make comfortable, homey 
quarters for student nurses; the furnish
ing of the new nurses' residence on the 
north corner of Hospital street, in 1953; 
and during the 1961-63 expansion program 
of the hospital, providing many of the 
needed extras for the wards and for the 
kitchen. Each year, until the last grad
uation exercises in 1960, the WHA partici
pated by giving a gift to each graduate 
nurse, and serving at the reception. 

The Women's Hospital Auxiliary lives 
up to its name. It is truly a help to the hos
pital, its patients, its doctors, and its 
nurses. 

LO,D,E. CHAPTERS 

The National Imperial Order, Daughters 
of the Empire and Children of the Empire 
was founded February 13, 1900 by Mrs. 
Clark Murray. 
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La Verendrye Chapter, LO,D,E., named 
for the famed explorer of this community, 
was organized in November, 1912, at 
Dauphin, Their motto "Loyalty and Char
ity" was lived up to faithfully during the 
two world war years and the difficult 
years between. Comforts, in an endless 
stream were sent to the troops, and their 
families if in need were looked after at 
home. 

The inaugural meeting, held upstairs in 
the old post office building, saw Mrs. C. A. 
Gofton established as the first Regent 
with Mrs. G. C. J. Walker following her. 
Charter members included Mrs. Shiel, 
Mrs. Widmeyer, Mrs. D. D. McDonald, 
Mrs. James Buchannon, Mrs. J. R. Gunne, 
Mrs. E. Walker (later Mrs. J. J. Lysecki), 
Mrs. J. W. Johnston, Mrs. Ed. Mitchell. 

The Regent's chair of this chapter is 
worthy of mention. It was made from a 
piece of oak plank that had been the door
step at old Fort La Verendrye, situated 
between the mouths of the Wilson and the 
Valley rivers, north-west of Dauphin. 
Whether or not the chair was actually 
made by Mr. Shaw is a question, but it was 
presented to the chapter by him. When 
the chapter disbanded the chair was 
sent to Provincial headquarters for safe
keeping. 

A steady decrease in membership and 
the formation of two new chapters among 
the younger women, resulted in a decision 
to disband the mother chapter in 1954. 
Mrs. Robert Hawkins, Regent at the time 
and a constant worker for it almost since 
its inception, carried out the last for
malities, and the old chapter's work ended. 

The Lieut. Stuart Widmeyer chapter of 
LO.D.E. received its charter in October 
1916. It was named in honor of Lieut. 
Stuart Widmeyer, only son of a charter 
member of the La Verendrye chapter, one 
of the first young men to go from Dauphin 
to World War I. 

The chapter was organized basically 
for the benefit of the young women who 
were working and could not attend after
noon meetings of the La Verendrye but 
who did want to share in the work of the 
LO.D.E. during war years. Miss Ruth 
Wilson, later Mrs. Bruce Goodhand and 



teacher in the Dauphin school. became the 
first Regent: meetings were held in a 
room above the post office, in the office 
of Stuart Widmeyer's father. 

Three of the charter members of that 
chapter were Miss Mamie Weatherhead, 
Miss Elizabeth Sutherland (Mrs. Alex Oli
phant) and Miss Hattie Clark. 

The new chapter carried on through two 
world wars in the tradition established by 
the senior chapter, knitting and serving in 
many ways. They continue to strive to 
make their chapter an increasingly sig
nificant part of the whole national order. 

The Douglas Middleton Chapter was or
ganized in 1941 with 22 members. The 
first charter was issued under the name of 
the Middleton Chapter, named for the 
sons of a well-beloved Methodist minister. 
The three brothers, Bruce, Douglas and 
Donald, were active in recruiting and 
training men for service and were among 
the first to enlist. However, when Douglas 
Middleton was lost early in the war and 
became the only one of the three who failed 
to return, a new chapter was requested and 
granted, and in 1945 the name was changed 
to the Douglas Middleton Chapter LO.D.E. 

This chapter consisted mainly of young 
unmarried girls and grew very quickly. 
Its first Regent was Miss Betty McTag
gart, now Mrs. Norman Dixon. Her moth
er, Mrs. Alex Oliphant, was a charter 
member of the Stuart Widmeyer chapter. 

. The records of this chapter indicate 
good work done during the war years. 
sel1ding comforts to the armed forces and 
raising money for patriotic purposes. In 
peace time they stress educaton an? sup
ply bt:rsaries. They adopt schools m un
organized areas with predominantly .In
dian pupils, and provide books, clothmg 
and treats. 

Both chapters support the national body 
whose work grows larger and extends 
wider. 

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL 
WOMEN'S CLUB OF DAUPHIN 

The Dauphin Business and Profes
sional Women's club has been organ
ized on three different occasions, the 
first time in 1934, then again in 1948 
and thirdly in 1955. 

The first club was instigated when a 
meeting was called of the business and 
professional women of the town for the 
specific purpose of raising funds for 
the construction of a gymnasium and 
swimming pool. The outcome of that 
meeting was the organization of the 
Dauphin Commercial Girls' Association. 
The 42 members included president, 
Miss Gertrude Kennedy; vice-president, 
Miss Eileen Grant; secretary, Miss Vera 
McQuarrie; treasurer, Miss Viola Smith. 
The first money-making venture was a 
successful card party. 

The first annual dinner featured as 
guest speaker Mrs. H. J. Everall, local 
librarian, who spoke on 'Our Place in the 
Sun'. The second annual dinner in May, 
1936 found Miss Margaret Gemmell from 
the Brandon Business and Professional 
Women's club the guest speaker on the 
topic 'What Constitutes the Joy of Living'. 
Her address created an enthusiasm for 
the Band PWC movement and resulted 
in the reformation of their club, and 
in the affiliation with the Canadian Fed
eration. Miss Gertrude Kennedy was then 
president a second year, with Miss Vera 
McQuarrie vice-president, Miss Mar
jorie Douglas secretary, Miss Viola 
Smith treasurer. 

Dauphin BPWC did not lose sight of 
its objective in the change - namely, 
the construction of an indoor year
round swimming pool with a gymnasium. 
By dint of much hard work such as 
formal dances, one each at Christmas, 
Valentine's Day and Hallowe'en; booth on 
the fairgrounds during the Fair where 
meals were served; tag days; winter 
carnival in conjunction with the Dauphin 
Commercial Travellers, the fund grew. 

As soon as $3,000 had been accumu
lated an investigation was conducted into 
the feasability of their proposed swim
ming pool. It was learned that a town 
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of 5,000 was too small to warrant an 
expenditure of this type of a project 
and maintain it, and furthermore there 
was a shortage of water. The Dauphin 
Commercial Travellers then approached 
them with the suggestion that they share 
with them the cost of building and main
taining a children's playground, complete 
with a wading pool. This the club agreed 
to do, contributing some $5,000 to the 
project before the club disbanded in 1945. 

On May 26, 1948, Miss Maude Cawsey 
re-organized the club, with Miss Agnes 
Pearson as president; Miss Christina 
Sinclair, recording secretary; Miss 
Elizabeth Melnick, corresponding secre
tary; Miss Bernice Parrott. treasurer.· 
Four members of the Winnipeg club 
attended the inaugural meeting on June 
18 Miss Florence Ingram brought 
greetings; Miss Pear I Brownell installed 
the officers; Miss Beatrice Aitken initi
ated the members; Miss Marguerite Kerr 
gave an interpretation of the Emblem. 

The club experienced a shaky existence 
until October 1949, but did send Mrs. 
Ellen Bird to the national convention in 
Regina, Miss Elizabeth Town to the first 
Manitoba provincial conference in Bran
don and had Miss Nazla Dane visit Dau
phin in January 1955 with an inspiring 
address to about thirty women. 

The third Business and Professional 
Women's club was organized January 28, 
1955 and the following were elected to 
the executive: president, Miss Anne 
Ward; recording secretary. Lorraine 
Tycholis; corresponding secretary. Ollie 
Sowiak; treasurer. Mrs. Elsie Solar. 
Five members of the Neepawa club at· 

tended this meeting; Miss Ruth Faryon. 
Miss Louise Card, Miss Vera Brown, and 
Mrs. Margaret Smith. Charter night was 
March 26, 1955 when Miss Norma Tissett 
of Flin Flon, provincial president, in
stalled the officers and presented the 
gavel. 

On June 1955 a dinner was held by the 
club, honoring Miss Helen Marsh, one of 
the members. who had been elected pres i-
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dent of the Manitoba Division of the Ca
nadian Weekly Newspapers Association, 
and presented her with a gold member 
pin. 

In the spring of 1956 the club had metal 
flag holders made and sold them along 
with large Union Jacks - to businesses 
in town. This proved a successful finan
cial venture and also created favorable 
pu blicity. Early in 1956 the club made 
representation to the local town council 
suggesting that local business establish
ments close at 6 p.m. on Saturdays ra
ther than 9 p.m. 

The club was headed by Mrs. Dorothy 
Robertson in 1957, Mrs. Emma Ring
strom in 1958. The club took over the 
Dauphin Figure Skating club in an en
deavor to put it on an active basis again. 
The club relinquished its sponsorship 
of the Dauphin Figure Skating club in 
1959 to find more time for the aims and 
objectives of the Band PWC. The office 
of president was held in 1959 by Anne 
Ward; in 1960 and 1961 by Mrs. Gwen
neth Hall. 

The year 1962 brought honors to two 
members of the Dauphin club that spring. 
Miss Florence Matthews was NDP can
didate for the Churchill constituency in 
the Dominion elections. In September 
Miss Helen Marsh was sent as delegate 
to the United Nations by the Canadian 
government. Members of the club ob
served Business Women's Week by at
tending the polls in the local municipal 
elections and pinning on a "I Have voted" 
tag on each voter. The members also 
took part in the nation-wide Civil De
fence exercise that year. 

The Dauphin club provided each mem
ber attending the national Business and 
Professional Women's Club convention 
from Manitoba with a silk crocus in 1964. 
Mrs. Gwenneth Hall, Dauphin's delegate 
that year, was included in that contin
gent to Ottawa. Miss Mabel Geisel and 
Mrs. Dorothy Robertson attended the 
International Congress in Washington, 
D.C. that year, as well as the post-con
vention trip to Bermuda. 

Regular meetings of the club are in
variably dinner meetings at 6 p.m. in 



" 

local hotels. Candle-lighting services 
are conducted on a regular basis; Busi
ness Women's Week is celebrated; bridge 
parties, bowling and "fun" parties are 
staged; topics such as jury duty for wo
men and laws affecting women have been 
studied; the club is affiliated with the 
Dauphin Council of Women and assists 
in its projects; money is raised through 
rummage sales, tag days, floats for pa
rades and selling calendars; canvasses 
are made by the members for the Red 
Cross, CNIB, March of Dimes, Heart 
foundation; the club worked several years; 
with the local "Teen Town" committee; 
Christmas gifts are given to senior citi
zens, Christmas hampers to the needy, 
donations to Girl Guide camps; a wreath 
is placed on the local cenotaph, the club 
presents a trophy in sonata class at the 
local musical festival. 

The motto of this club is: "Make no 
little plans, they have no magic to stir 
men's blood and will not be realized. 
Make big plans, aim high in hope and 
work, remembering that a noble and logi
cal plan will never die, but long after we 
are gone will be a living thing." 

DAUPHIN COMMERCIAL 
TRA VELLERS' CLUB 

It was back in 1932 that the Dauphin 
Commercial Travellers' club was formed 
and the idea evolved from a habit the boys 
had acquired for their Saturday morning 
pastime, They all gathered at Rogers 
Fruit warehouse where the tobacco boys 
checked stock and the rest simply ki
bitzed. 

In those gatherings were usually Olie 
Odell and Stan Fraser(Rogers Fruit); 
Bill McConnell(Western Canada Flour); 
Bennie Bennett (George McLean); George 
Dowler(Canada Packers); Jimmy Hunter 
(Imperial Tobacco); Mac Ross (Tucketts); 
George Costin (Rock City Tobacco); 
Charlie Bullock (Marshall-Wells); Gene 
Adam (Western Grocers); Les Breadner 
(Pool Elevator); Oscar Roste (National 
Grain); Jimmy Gibbons (Acklands): Mac 
McFadyen (Swifts); Phil Cohen (Pauline 
Chambers). 

One Saturday morning the meeting 
lasted particularly long and someone ex
pressed concern as to the reception he 
might receive at home. It became im
perative to find some excuse and the 
suggestion, "Let's form a Travellers' Club" 
met with instant approval. Hastily elect
ing Olie Odell president, and Jimmy 
Hunter secretary, the gathering scram
bled home and no one was in the dog
house, It was later learned that Jimmy 
did actually purchase a nickel scribbler 
and jot down some minutes to substan
tiate the story. 

The following meeting found the club 
formed on a more sound basis and 
policies laid down which started it on 
the enthusiastic program it has main
tained. With their usual casual optimism 
the members committed their club to a 
most ambitious project - a money-rais
ing event, with 800 tickets sold all over 
the province for a draw, and half the 
ticket holders jammed the town hall 
for the dance which concluded the ven
ture. George Dowler copped both the 
lucky draw and the prize for most tickets 
sold. 

The club was strictly social to begin 
with but it wasn't long until the members 
began to think in terms of charity. The 
Hospital Aid, Children's Aid and Citi
zens' Welfare benefitted by donations 
from the Travellers' Club in those early 
years of its organization when the Ice 
Carnival became established as a major 
annual event. 

In May 1934, proceeds of a baseball 
tournament were turned over to the 
Fair Board which was having a tough 
time with depression-time financing. 

It was in 1936 that the club turned the 
full force of its organizational ingenuity 
toward the 'raising of funds for one 
specific purpose, that of children's play
grounds. The Commercial Girls' Associ
ation (now the Business and Professional 
Women's Club) had instigated the idea 
but found the program too heavy for 
their dwindling membership and request
ed help from the Travellers' Club. The 
result was a beautiful playground on 
the corner of Third avenue N.E. and 
Vermillion street, the maintenance of 
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whic;h became the sole ,epsonsibility of 
the Travellers in 1945. 

The second playground for Dauphin was 
established by the DCT in 1947, this time 
in the south end of the town. The third 
playground was started in 1959 to ac
commodate all the children of the north 
end. In 1963, after expenditures of ap
proximately $30,000 over the years on 
maintenance and operation of these play
grounds the Travellers' Club reluctantly 
relinquished the playgrounds which have 
since been town-operated. 

Winter carnivals were popular and 
money makers for years - the first one 
staged in 1934 featured a queen con
test, tickets were sold all over the 
country, two professional skaters were 
brought in, local speed skaters parti
cipated, dog races were conducted, a 
comic broomball game. The old rink 
on the flats by the power house was 
packed to the doors. Mayor D. D. Mc 
Donald crowned Queen Wilhelmine Tay
lor (Mrs. J. S. Oliphant Jr.) as she 
sat on a decorated dias with princesses 
Myrtle Porter, Isabel Hoy, Frances 
Hafenbrak, all in regal robes. Committee 
in charge of that first carnival was Olie 
Laxdahl, Charlie Bullock, Gene Adam, 
A. F. Bennett, Mac Ross, Jimmy Gib
bons and Les Breadner. 

This carnival set the pattern for car
nivals to follow, with more hired skaters, 
more intensive ticket selling, more ela
borate queen crowning ceremonies. On 
two occasions the winning queen won a 
trip to be interviewed on the radio pro
grams of Claire Wallace and Don McNeil. 

For the 1940 winter carnival the club 
brought in the Winter Club skaters from 
Winnipeg and turned the program over 
to it - with the exception of the dog races, 
the children's events and the costume pa
rade. 

In 1948 the subject of hiring a pro
fessional to teach figure skating in Dau
phin was introduced but it was not until 
1950 that Gwen Lentz was engaged. The 
DCT guaranteed her salary and the newly 
organized Dauphin Figure Skating Club 
had to provide a program for the car
nival. This venture proved successful, 
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100 or more skating students have pro
vided for some ten years such color
fully costumed programs as "Cabaret 
on Ice" and "World Travelogue". 

The queen contest made way in 1951 
to skating championships, three prin
cesses chosen for their ability to skate. 
DCT put up the trophy. 

By 1955 the DCT and the DFSC were 
financing the carnival on a 60-40 basis, 
but in a few years the skating club 
was able to manage on its own and the 
Travellers dropped out. 

Without the profit-making carnival how 
has the DCT been raising its budget of 
$2000 each year ? There have been 
raffles within the club, profits on the 
President's annual ball and other dances, 
tag days, weekly play-os at the theatre. 
and last but not least the annual parade 
in conjunction with the Dauphin Fair. 
The Travellers' Parade features Key
stone Kops who "arrest" unsuspecting 
citizens, charging them and fining them 
for any number of fictitious infractions 
of Parade Day law. 

In 1953 the Travellers' wives club was 
organized. It assists in catering and 
other projects, attends to the sick and 
has its own projects. The Dauphin Com
mercial Travellers Club did not for
sake its interest in children's projects 
with withdrawal from the playgrounds 
program. Contributions over the years 
have been sent to Dr. Wright's school, 
Boy Scout tent fund, bursary to the 
Musical Festival, hockey sweaters for 
Minor hockey, portable TV to the child
ren's ward in the Dauphin Hospital, do
nations to the artificial ice fund and to the 
heating fund for the arena. 

Construction of a permanent outdoor 
hockey rink at a cost of $6000 on the 
DMCC grounds is their latest offer to 
the youngsters of Dauphin. This was 
officially opened in January of 1968. 

Presidents of this enterprising club 
over the years have been: Olie Odell, 
Jack Simmie, Les Breadner. George 
Dowler, Phil Cohen, Olie Laxdahl, Keith 
Thompson, Bill Brummitt, CTaud Dunbar. 
George Smith, Bert Watson, Hugh Mc-



Kenzie, Peter McNeely, Frank Grant, 
Bill Briscoe, John -Huyda, Herb Keats, 
Ralph Strickland, Ed Appleby, Bill 
Shewchuk, Ray Murray,J, C. McAree, 
Ed Wright, Harry Atkinson, Irv Oddleif
son, Art Becker, John Doll, Sid Elcombe, 
Bill Greenaway, Ray McPhee, Jack Rus
sell, Bob Fisher. 

Complete executives over the past five 
years -- showing how many different 
people become involved in this DCT or
ganization -- - are listed, from 1966 
through to 1970: 

1966 -- president, Keith Gauer' vice
president, Kent Webster; secretary, Reg 
Meneer; treasurer, Nester Leahul' di
rectors, John Doll, Art Becker,' Ron 
Mulligan, Abe Friesen. 

1967 -- president Kent Webster; vice
presidents, Ken Hirst, Olie Walterson' 
secretary, Bill Huska; treasurer, Neste; 
Leahul; directors, Keith Gauer, John 
Doll, Abe Friesen, Ron Mulligan. 

19~8 -- president, Reg Meneer; vice
presidents, Olie WaHerson, Nick Farkas; 
secretary, Bill Huska; treasurer, Nester 
Leahul; directors, John Doll, Pete Lang
elle, Ron Mulligan, Ken Bochen. 

1969 -- president, John Durham; vice
presidents, George Childs, Doug Bur
gess; secretary, Bill Huska; treasurer, 
Nester Leahul; directors, Ron Mulligan, 
John Doll, Pete Langelle, Arnold Downs. 

1970 -- president, Doug Burgess; vice
presidents, Ron Highfield, George 
Childs; secretary, Murray Smith; trea
surer, Nester Leahul; directors, Arnold 
Downs, Don Harder, John Doll, Ron Mul
ligan. 

This is the story of the Dauphin Com
mercial Travellers' Club . . . a club any 
traveller would be proud to be a membe'r
of . . . a club which has had one slogan 
uppermost in its 38 years of activities . 

. . "Help the Travellers to help the Kid
dies! " 

Lions Safety Project - 1954 

LIONS CLUB OF DAUPHIN 

The Lions Club of Dauphin received 
its charter November 21, 1938, from the 
International Association of Lions Club 
(Illinois) and International Association 
of Lions Clubs (Canada) -- and since 
t~en the m~m~ers have had a roaring 
time of achlevmg an enviable ,"action" 
record in community service. 

Twenty-six charter members are 
listed on the large framed charter certi
fic~te, as follows: Jim McFee, Mickey Mc 
Bnde, Les Hughes, Sol Bay, Bill BUll
more, Louis Souter, Gordon Tutt, Doc 
Arklie, Louie Boroditsky, Russell Brick
man, Dawes Brine, Gerald Bird, Claud 
Dunbar, Dink Farrell, Mac Fusee, Frank 
Grant, George Hotas, Russell McBride, 
Bill McCulloch, Jim McKay, Jack Mc 
Murray, Bill Miller, Doc Potoski, Monk 
Steele, John Sumpton, Cliff Weir. 

Charter president was Jim McFee; 
secretary, Bill BullmQre. Although mi
nute-book records have gone missing, 
presidents during the first ten years are 
known to include Bill Bullmore, Willard 
Monson, Earl (Mickey) McBride, Adam 
Little. 

One of the first projects undertaken 
by the Lions was sponsorship of the 
school safety patrols, in 1941; and in
terest in young people soon led to es
tablishment of academic awards for 
junior high school students. Concern for 
saf~ty of school children was signified 
agam, some 12 years later, with donation 
of specially designed "Drive Slow" signs 
for the school zones, but various prob
lems eliminated them from Dauphin 
streets a year or so later. 
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The Lions Club history covers a wide 
scope of public entertainment events, 
most but not all of them financially 
successful, each one a rewarding effort 
however. To mention several: the Min
strel show of the early 1940's; the sen
sational aquatic show staged at the new 
DMCC arena in fall of 1952; the annual 
series of drama presentations by Ca
nadian Players of Stratford, Ont., 
including several Shakespeare produc
tions; and the 12-year sponsorship of 
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra concerts 
each spring. 

For fund-raising on a major scale, the 
club members struck on a gold-mine 
idea in 1954 with their Lion-o events, 
which have made possible such Cl.,mbi
tious projects as the Dauphin Public 
Library built at a cost of nearly $37,000 
and presented to the citizens of Dauphin 
community at official opening cere
monies November 15, 1958 . . . the 
furnishing and equipping of the pediatric 
ward for the Dauphin General Hospital, 
by fulfilling a $7,000 pledge . . . the 
contribution of $1,500 to the Dauphin 
Association for Retarded Children to 
help build their school. . annual 
donations of $100 to the library for 
purchase of Canadiana books . . . par
ticipation in the Travellers' Day and 
Santa Claus parades . . . financial as
sistance for the Senior Citizens' Homes 
and for St. Paul's Home . . . and shar
ing the $20,000 cost of building an out
door swimming pool at the DMCC in 
1968. With regard to the last-mentioned 
project, 15 years earlier the Lions 
initiated the original plan for a swimming 
pool, and while it was not feasible to 
carry the proposal through at that time, 
the information gathered from many 
sources helped prepare the way for later 
efforts to provide Dauphin with swim
ming pool facilities. 

Lions support can be counted on for 
the Music Festival, the Boys' and Girls' 
Band, and other projects for young 
people. From the early years of the 
club, proceeds from Rose tag days have 
assisted the CNIB. 

The Dauphin Lions Club chartered the 
Flin Flon Lions Club in 1953. 
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Changing membership is one of the 
cha.racteristics of the Dauphin Lions 
Club, largely because of Dauphin's pro
pensity for changing populace. Today the 
only charter member still holding active 
membership is Lou Boroditsky. The 
longest perfect-attendance record is held 
by Roly Hollyoake, 22 years. 

The roster of presidents, since 1949, 
is complete, as follows: Charlie Yolk, 
Art Pollon, Ray Dicks, Caven Carmichael, 
Stan Brickman, Roly Hollyoake, Joe 
Johannesson, George Bumstead, Clint 
Bingham, Bill Crossley, George Delaney, 
Doug Brekke, Herb Lavine, Keith Deans, 
Ernie Erickson, Ozzie Hirschfield, Steve 
Heschuk, Charlie McKay, Don Persson, 
Art Rampton, Bob Robinson, Dave Snitka. 

LEGION AUXILIARY 

The Auxiliary to the Royal Canadian 
Legion was organized in May 1944, at the 
suggestion of the Dauphin Legion Branch. 
At that time Jack Burton was Legion 
president, and his wife Jean was elected 
to head the new auxiliary; she was fol" 
lowed by Mrs. Fred Langshaw and Mrs. 
W. B. Hicks. 

Successive Legion Auxiliary presi
dents since have included Mrs. M.G. 
(Grace) Peebles, Mrs. Orval (Marie) 
Barker, Mrs. Dave (Gwen) Keele, Mrs. 
Ray (Doris) Murray, Mrs. D. (Emily) 
Kells, Mrs. H. (Lorna) McCorvie, Mrs. 
W. L. (Margaret) Williams, Mrs. J. A. 
(Min) Williams, Mrs. Archie (Peggy) 
Rea, Mrs. John (Ariel) McCallum, Mrs. 
Sam (Mabel) Burr, Mrs. Al (Electa) 
Fonseca. 

The secretarial duties were carried 
out by Mrs. Wm. (Olive) Cruise for a 
period of some eight years. Serving as 
secretaries since have been Mrs. Gor
don (Florence) Bedford, Mrs. Archie 
(Ollie) McKillop, Mrs. Archie (Peggy) 
Rea, Mrs. Roy, (Ina) Alf, Mrs. Harold 
(Lorna) McCorvie. 

Funds raised by various projects such 
as teas and rummage sales are spent 
largely to assist veterans, both local and 
otherwise. The Deer Lodge hospital in 



Board of Trade Party near "Shaw's Lookout" promoting Park Highway -1929 

Winnipeg received regular donations; a 
DCTI scholarship is awarded annually to 
a son or daughter of a veteran, on the 
basis of all-round standing; money is con
tributed to veterans who have suffered 
loss through fire or other misfortune; 
the Legion is assisted with blood donor 
clinics twice a year. 

During the war years 1944-45, the 
Auxiliary assisted in staffing the Hostess 
Club operated in the Mayo building on 
Burrows avenue as a hospitality centre 
for men and women in the armed forces. 
The Hostess Club was a project of the 
Dauphin War Services association which 
was headed .by J. N. McFadden, K.C .. 
and later by Mrs. M. G. Peebles. When the 
club opene(i in May 1942. Mrs. W. D. King 
acted as voluntary hostess with Mrs. J. E. 
Loadman, Mrs. W. B. Frame and Miss 
Agnes Pearson on the management com
mittee. ; In charge of .managing the club 
for most of the war years were Mrs. Grace 
Bell (Fagen) and Mrs. G. Greig. 

Financial support has also been given 
by the Legion Auxiliary to the Blind in
stitute, ·and to St. John Ambulance as
sociation. Funds were available to assist 
with the moving of the Cenotaph to 
Memorial Boulevard, in 1967. The Auxi
liary contributes yearly to the Legion 
budget to assist with upkeep and repairs 
to the Legion building. 

Gordon H. Shave, owner and operator 
of Gordon's Radio and TV sales and 
service, went into business with Frank 
Cammers in August 1945, in the Bennett 
building. The; business was known as 
Cammers Radio Service, with the Philco 
dealership. In 1945 Gordon Shave bought 
the business, and in 1952 moved into 
his present location, 11 Third avenue' 
NE. 

The Dauphin Veterinary Hospital, with 
facilities for small and large animal 
surgery, was built half a mile south of 
town on the west side of No. 5 highway, 
in 1961. Dr. Ray S. Butler and Dr. 
James N.· Smart were partners in this 
project. 

Mayo Electric was opened by Edward 
Mayo in 1914, in the Buckwold building 
at the corner of Main street and First 
avenue SW. Ted Mayo came to Dauphin 
in 1905 to work on construction of the 
town's electric plant. In 1959 he sold the 
business to Perry Davis, his associate 
for many years, and the business is 

operated by Perry and his wife Mar
garet as Davis Electric in the building 
built by Ted Mayo on Second avenue NW 
some 25 years ago. 
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1914-1918 

J.Adams 
A. E. Arnold 
W. E. Arnold 
L. H. Barnard 
H.C.Batty 
W.J. Bawdon 
S. Blough 
J. R. Brown 
G.W. Buchan 
J. Calder 
L. A. Campbell 
R.A. Chard 
W. J. Cheshire 
G. B. Clarey 
J. Clark 
W. G. Clark 
F. W. Clarke 
J. C. Clarke 
W. A. Cleland 
W. W. Code 
R.O. Crowe 
R. Cruise 
C. Curtis 
H. Curtis 
F. J. Dagg 
R. Dewar 
B. Dilworth 
R. R. Elliott 
E. Engbretson 
H. S. Ferguson 
LM. Flemming 
H. W. Gardiner 
W. J. Gardner 
C. W.Gray 
S. Hesson 
R.J. Hewey 
W. H. Hicks 
G. H. Hills 
H. C. Hunter 
J. Hutson 
F.Jauncey 
W. A.Johns 
J. Kerr 
H. Knight 
J. Kuryk 

• L. Lane 
T. Latta 
B.Law 
W.Lee 
D. B. Leigh 
C. McKee 
D. McLellan 
J. H. McMillan 
H. Murphy 
H. Nicodemis 
M.Olson 
A. Paul 
H. L. Pearson 
G. Phare 
F. Pike 
R. W. Pitts 
D.Pollard 
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DAUPHIN'S CENOTAPH 

"There Is No Wealth But Life - These Gave Their All" 

J. E. Reinhart 
J. B. Richards 
J. Rollings 
J. Ross 
J. A. Secord 
R. H. Secord 
C. W. Shaw 
H. Silverstein 
C. W. Skinner 
G. E. T. Smith 
C. C. Stacey 
D. V. Stelck 
G. Stewart 
C. H. Storey 
H. Tomlin 
A. Tverdun 
H. White 
H. Whitmore 
A. H. G. Whittaker 
S. R. Wid meyer 
F.L.Younghusband 
A. B. Reid 

1939-1945 

J. W. Arthurs 
C. H. Baxter 
D. Mc. Baxter 
J. S. Bladon 
L. C. Burr 
G. W. Carruthers 
D. Chalmers 
S. V. Chambers 
R. Chartier 
D. A. Craig 
W. G. Crawford 
K. Crawford' 
B. D. Davis 
G. H. Durston 
V. D. Ferris 
H. A. Fisher 
V. R. Folkersen 
R. Fulton 
E. T. Garlinski 
A. L. Gibb 
F. Gidilevich 

H. R. Graham 
R. J. Gurr 
J. F. Harrigan 
W. D. Harrison 
A. Hawrysh 
R. Justice Sr. 
R. Justice Jr. 
D.V.Jackson 
T. J. Karaim 
M. Korney 
W. Kormarnisky 
J. Kustra 
S. Lintick 
T. B. Little 
E.E.Locke 
J.H.Love 
M. R. Maksymetz 
A. J. Marsh 
F. M. Myers 
J. A. McFadden 
T. Negrich 
M. J. Neill 
C. C. Patterson 
T. Pearson 
F. G. Peebles 
J. D. Pilote 
O. R. Pipe 
E.S.Pollon 
K.F.Ray 
J. W. Richardson 
H. Roussin 
B. Rudkawich 
C. E. Saunderson 
W. Schykulski 
D. H. Scott 
M.Senchuk 
H. A. Shewfelt 
I. Schwetz 
A. R. Skinner 
W. T. Skinner 
A. G. Skwarok 
J. Slyzuk 
W.C.Smith 
W.G. Smith 
C. W. Snyder 
F. B. Snyder 
J. Sosnowski 
S.Tkachuk 
H. K. Veal 
J. Wakula 
C. R. Ward 
B. R. Whaley 
G. S. Whitmore 
A. F. Wickes 
D. Williamson Sr. 
D. Williamson Jr. 
S. T. Willis 
J. Yurkiw 
J. Zinchyshyn 

KOREA -1952 

G. C. Small 



Prelude 

When we as Pioneers remInISCe on 
the past, we look to the horizon and 
wonder what a vast wilderness this 
country would still be if the early 
settlers had not come in to take up 
land. 

Yes, they bet the Canadian Govern
ment $10 for a quarter section of land 
that they would win-and win they did. 
Truly it was no pushover; there were 
many hardships and difficulties to be 
overcome. It was a grim battle with 
nature and the elements right from 
the start. These were the best of times, 
everyone looked to the future with hope; 
and the worst of times, as the land had 
to be cleared and broken, and with only 
the primitive way to do it-namely, human 
muscle, with such tools as the axe, the 
grub-hoe and the scythe. The trees and 
scrub were cleared off, oxen and horses 
were used as beasts of burden to break 
and plow the virgin soil; root picking 
a never ending job. 

Men, women and families came from 
every walk of life to make a home in 
a new land. Their mode of travel was 
by oxen, horses and wagon; some even 
moved in by sleigh while others came 
on foot, often only a blazed trail to go 
by. After they left the railroad it gen
erally took three days to make Dauphin 
from Neepawa, a hundred miles away. 

It doesn't seem quite right, somehow, 
To measure Time by years 
Instead of by the joy life brings, 
Its laughter and its tears, 
And little deeds of kindness too 
That spring from hearts of gold, 
That seem to keep dear folks like you 
From ever growing old. 
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Postscript 
As you close the covers on this first 

effort to compile the history of our 
Dauphin community, it is the hope of 
those who have contributed to the articles, 
stories, recollections and pictures, that 
you will appreciate the size of the task 
represented within the pages of this first 
volume of "Dauphin Valley Spans The 
Years". 

We use the phrase first volume with 
feeling, because it is important to under
stand that the main emphasis in com
piling this book in time for Manitoba's 
Centennial Year celebrations had to be 
given to the pioneer and early history, 
to get it into the records before being 
lost forever. Even in this respect, we 
are well aware that there are errors 
and omissions ... some stories are more 
completely covered than others, simply 
because the material was available ... to 
do justice to the story of hockey and 
baseball in the Dauphin community, for 
example, would make a book in itself, 
that is why pictures have been used 
liberally to span the years for these 
"hometown" sports. It is regretted that 
the stories of several organizations which 
have played an important part in the life 
of this community could not be written 
in time for publication ... the challenge 
is theirs to compile a history now, so 
it will be ready for the next volume. 

Yes, other communities have published 
more than one volume of their history, 
and we know there is much more to 
tell about Dauphin. That is why we 
draw your attention to the "note" pages 
included in this first book: use them 
to add information that you would like 
to see in a second effort to span the 
years. Especially in covering more 
recent years. it is well to remember 
that history is never complete. You can 
help make it more so, by adding notes 
or making marginal jottings. Your own 
copy of "Dauphin Valley Spans The Years" 
will be all the more valuable to you 
and your family, through your personal 
participation - and you will gain the 
satisfaction ()f having a copy that is sure 
to contain living history for you and yours. 

H.F.M. 






