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THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS: 1893=1993 
CORRECTIONS 

"The best laid schemes 0' mice an men gang aft a- gley ... " 

These words are particularly apt when it comes to errors and omissions on the printed 
page. Our goal was to be error- free. We used spell check, we proofread everything at least three 
times and we marked all of the "mistrakes" that needed correction. Even with all of these 
precautions, it wasn't perfect. With the book indelibly in print, it is disheartening indeed to turn a 
page and discover a misspelled word, misplaced comma or a sentence out of context. 

This page is a means to right errors to the extent that we have been advised. To those 
readers who silently suffer the sting of the stealthy error, we also apologize. 

PAGE 

Inside 
front 
cover 

59 

104 

123 

133 

244 

CORRECTION 

Honour Roll - World War II 
Add: Joseph Szumlanski 

Honour Roll - Korean War 
Add: Mike Doyle 

Jean MacCleUand should be McClelland 

Lilyfield Willing Workers to United Church Women. Last two sentences 
should read: Money has been given to our Ministers to buy books. Cards, 
fruit, flowers and baking have been given to the sick, shut-ins and 
bereaved. Two paragraphs were omitted at the end of the piece: 

These are the highlights of some of the projects undertaken by 
members of Lilyfield Willing Workers, Ladies Aid, Women's Auxiliary, 
Women's Missionary Society and the United Church Women. 

Through the years we have enjoyed friendship, spiritual guidance 
and the opportunity to help in the community and with other worthy causes 
further afield. 

Caption correction (bottom, right hand photo): Seeding with John Deere 
tractor, using a press drill. 

Baseball in Rosser around 1900 caption correction: 
Seated: Ernie Beachell, Percy Beachell, Fred Corbett and Russ Minorgan. 
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267 

279 

286 

287 

341 

356 

391 

420 

451 

461 

488 

510 

529 

Supplement 

Supplement 

Official opening of "Artificial Ice" at Marquette Rink, February 4, 1989 
caption correction: should be Russell Oliver instead of Ernie Oliver. 

Beachell: Walter and Mary (Thompson) 
Willa Margaret McCrea, who married Chester, was from Winnipeg not 
Yorkton. 

Howelko: Debbie and Brian 
Brittany was born August 3, 1988 

Braun: Isaac and Helen (Friesen) 
Caption under photo belongs with Nick and Eva (Siemens) photo on page 
287. 

Braun: Nick and Eva (Siemens) 
Caption under photo belongs with Isaac and Helen (Friesen) photo on page 
286. 

Nils Albert "Harry" and Mary "May" (Maskell) Hagborg inadvertently 
combined. The accompanying story is about Harry and May Hagborg; Nils 
Albert Hagborg was born 1899 and died 1900. 

Holtmann, Theodor and Christina (Laping) 
Rosemarie and Gary Bergen were married on December 29, 1992. 

Esther and Jim Dudman 
Esther. .. was born on June 8, 1941. 

Murphy: Harry and Addie (Filax) 
Harry ... passed away on January 21, 1978. 

Alexander and Lillian Robertson 
Captions under photos are reversed. 

Ted and Joy Simonson 
Ted was born March 6, 1931... 

AI and Edith U grin 
Edith is the eldest daughter of Joseph and Ilse Havixbeck. The family story 
appears on page 348. 

Photo portraits are of Mr and Mrs Robert Kellett. 

Sorflaten Family 
The name of the farm the family purchased was Maple Grove not Maple 
Gorse. 

Book Revue photo captioned "Lynne Letkeman" is Rosalind Scaife. Lynne 
was to have been featured because she performed the solo, "Why Am I 
Always A Bridesmaid?" 

Other Centennial Activities: photo caption of Mixed Bonspiel First Event 
should read, " ... and Terry Proctor." 
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CREDITS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The Centennial Book Committee is grateful to the Manitoba Heritage Federation Inc. for a grant which helped to make this project 
possible. 

Previously published material has been invaluable in researching historical information. Facts and stories have been mined from 
three existing local history books: Rosser Ripples, The Grosse Isle Story, and Meadows Centennial 1970. The Marquette book, Foot
steps Through the Years, contributed some of the family stories that would otherwise be missing from the Echoes from the Past. 

Without other reference material provided by the following sources, it is certain that this manuscript would be the poorer for 
historical detail. 

II 

American Heritage, February 1958 
Anglican Church of Canada Diocesan Office 
Brandon Sun 
Canadian Pacific Archives, Montreal 
Chronicle Publications: Chronicles of the 20th Century/Chronicles of Canada 
Free Press Weekly 
Legislative Library, Province of Manitoba 
Lilyfield-Stony Mountain United Church Records 
Manitoba Highways and Transportation 
Manitoba Natural Resources 
National Archives of Canada 
"Our First Hundred Years", St. Francis Xavier Centennial Book, 1980 
"Our Hospital Throughout the Years" 
Place Names of Manitoba by Penny Ham 
Remembrance Day Book 
St. Michael's Church Records 
South Interlake Planning District 
The Provincial Archives 
The St. James-Assiniboia School Division, No.2 
The Stonewall Argus/Teulon Times 
The Winnipeg Free Press 
Western Canada Pictorial Index, University of Winnipeg 



Information came from many other sources. Private individuals, government employees, large and small businesses, and public 
institutions contributed material that was essential for this project. These contributions are acknowledged herein with gratitude: 

D.L. Campbell, former Premier of Manitoba 
George W. Elliott, Retired Manager, Winnipeg International Airport 
David Harris, Midwestern Canada Rail Association 
G.F. Holm, Surveys and Mapping Branch, Province of Manitoba 
Ren James's scrap books, courtesy of the James family 
Rosser Elementary School, Grade 3 students, 1991/92/93 
Thomas E. Webber, Department of Resources, Province of Manitoba 
Florence Wedge's handwritten summary of council business, courtesy of Evelyn Conlon 
George Willis, Weed Supervisor, Rockwood-Rosser Weed District 
Blake N. Woods, Manager, Country Operations, N.M. Paterson & Sons 

In addition to the sources listed above, there have been many volunteers among the residents of the municipality who contributed to 
the book's contents. We are equally grateful to them for their contribution. 

This committee has tried to be diligent in using only information that is factual and accurate. It is, however, human to err and equally 
human to discover the errors only after they have been recorded in print for posterity. We therefore apologize for any misinformation 
that may appear between these covers and state, unequivocally, that there was no malice intended. 

Certainly, we would be totally remiss if some words of appreciation for the over 2,000 photographs, maps and other graphic materials 
which were supplied to the committee went unmentioned. Our own stalwart member, Delphie Norberg, took the lead in cataloguing 

and caring for each item. To the owners of this material, and to Delphie, a hearty vote of thanks. We know readers will enjoy the 
pictures as much as the words in this publication. 

Finally, our appreciation goes to Betty Lindsay and Linda Van de Walle in the RM office. Both supplied information whenever 
asked, coffee and cookies without being asked, as well as paper clips, scotch tape, and the use of scissors, hole punches and other 
essential office supplies. They also patiently put up with the chaos and confusion this project created in their domain. May they 
remember us well and fondly and perhaps leave a note of warning somewhere in the archives for the benefit of those who will do the 
next Rural Municipality of Rosser centennial book! 

Vivian White 
Research Committee Chairman 

Laurie Potovsky-Beachell, 
Editorial Committee Chairman 
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WINNIPE:O 
R3C 154 

A MESSAGE FROM THE HONOURABLE GEORGE JOHNSON, M.D. 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF MANITOBA 

It gives me a great deal of pleasure to 
extend hearty congratulations and best wishes 
to all citizens of the Rural Municipality of 
Rosser on the occasion of the lOOth anniversary 
of the municipality's incorporation. 

Thomas Lafayette Rosser, the former 
Major-General in the U.S. Army, came north and 
served as a chief surveyor of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway under Van Horne. On an 
overnight stopover, he bestowed his name on 
the present site of Rosser. 

Rosser was a focal point on the CPR in 
the early days of train travel. Branching 
lines into the Interlake with their station 
houses and agents were important to the 
people. It remained a center from which 
Highways 6 and 7 were staked out, and its 
gravel pits complemented the agricultural 
resources of the municipality in those earlier 
times. 

The municipality remains a desirable place in which to live and its 
proximity to our capital city enhances the life-style of its inhabitants. 

I wish you every success and satisfaction as you celebrate this special 
anniversary, and trust this commemorative publication will pay tribute to the 
province and reinforce citizen pride in the Rural Municipality of Rosser. 

George 
January 26, 1993 
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THE PREMIER OF MANITOBA 

Legislative Building 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, CANADA 

R3C OV8 

MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER OF MANITOBA 

It is indeed an honour to be a 
part of this historic book 
commemorating the looth 
Anniversary of the Municipality 
of Rosser. 

In celebrating this landmark 
anniversary, you stand at the 
threshold of a new century which 
promises both challenge and 
opportunity for the people in 
the Rural Municipality of Rosser. 

At this time, it is very 
appropriate that we look back 
with pride on the sacrifice and 
determination of those who came 
before us. 

The hard work and toil of our ancestors has earned Canada a 
well deserved reputation by organizations such as the United 
Nations as the best place in the world to live. Manitoba has 
been built on the hard work, innovations, contributions, and 
compassion of Manitobans. 

This centennial also provides the opportunity to look towards 
the future. In looking at our past, we may glimpse our 
future. The talent and determination that has for so long been 
an inherent part of the Manitoba character still runs deep 
within us. We have a history of success and achievement. It 
is for this reason that I believe our future will have no 
shortages of new achievements, new innovations and new 
frontiers. 

I commend the people of R.M. of Rosser for their contributions 
to our province and nation over the last century. I would also 
like to recognize the pride you feel towards your community 
which has spurred the creation of this book. 

On behalf of the people and Government of Manitoba, I extend my 
congratulations on your lOOth anniversary. Best wishes for a 
new century of renewed success. 

i 1 mon 
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PARLIAMENTARY OFFICE 

Room 259 - Wellington Building 
House of Commons . 
Ottawa K1A OA6 
(613) 996-2998 HOUSE OF COMMONS 
Fax (613) 995-1062 CANADA 

FELIX HOLTMANN, M.P. 
Portage-Interlake 

As Member of Parliament for the federal constituency of Portage -Interlake I 
am sincerely pleased to congratulate the Rural Municipality of Rosser, my home 
municipality, Oh the occasion of its 100th Anniversary. 

One hundred years is indeed a milestone in the history of a community. While 
our municipality is considered to be very young in world standards, one hundred 
years, upon reflection, can hold many changes and many memories. 

From its earliest days Rosser municipality showed great promise - our rich 
soils, our prosperous agriculture, our enterprising people. 

Although we have seen many changes through the course of the last hundred 
years, these three qualities have endured and flourished. Our soils, our agriculture 
but, most of all, the spirit of our people have given Rosser municipality the strength 
and perseverance to overcome obstacles and to build a solid foundation upon 
which our future generations can prosper. 

I congratulate the people of Rosser, past pioneers and present inhabitants. 
The past has been good to us - the future holds much promise. 

CHAIRMAN 

Felix Holtmann, M.P. 
Portag e-I nterlake 

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE 
P.O. Box 1370 

Stonewall, Manitoba ROC 2Z0 
204-467-2816 

CONSUMER AND CORPORATE AFFAIRS 
AND GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS COMMIITEE 

CHAIRMAN OF THE MANITOBA 

PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVE CAUCUS 

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE 
120 Saskatchewan Avenue E. 
Portage la Prairie, Manitoba 

RIN Oll 

Vi 

Toll free 1-800-442-0404 
Fax (204) 467-9422 

CHAIRMAN 

CANADA-GERMANY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP 
(204) 239-1356 

Fax (204) 239-1586 



Minister of 
Natural Resources 

Legislative Building 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, CANADA 

R3C OV8 

June 25, 1992 

Residents of Rosser, past and present: 

It is with a great deal of pleasure, that I add my congratulations 
to the Rural Municipality of Rosser on their loath Anniversary. Your 
community has every reason to celebrate this important milestone of your 
history. Perhaps the most notable achievement of your community is that 
despite the fact that you have existed these past one hundred years right 
next to our big, sprawling capital City of Winnipeg, you have managed to 
retain all the charm and benefits of rural life. This was not accomplished 
by luck or accident, but rather the result of over the many years, always 
finding from among your residents, men and women to provide the leadership 
to conduct the affairs of the district. This being particularly the case of 
those, past and present, who serve on the council of your municipality. 

As your representative in the Manitoba Legislature who has had the 
privilege of representing you since 1966, I wish to acknowledge the 
contributions of the early residents of Rosser and surrounding district and 
best wishes to all those who will be celebrating this important anniversary 
of your municipality. 

Respectfully yours, 

Harry J. Enns 
Minister of Natural Resources 
MLA for Lakeside 
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Standing: Gllllllar Norberg, COlin cilloI' Ward I; Carl f-1a\'ixbeck, COlin cilloI' Ward 2; Bob White, COlin cilloI' Ward 4; Jack Oal\\'ay, 
COllncillor Ward 3 and Depllty Rel'l'e 
Seated: Linda Vall De Walle, Assistant Mllnicipal Adlllinistrator; Alan Beachell, Rel'l'e; Belly Lindsay, MlIllicipal Adlllinistrator 



Rural Municipality of Rosser 

ALAN BEACHELL, Reeve 
Telephone 467-5714 

MRS. E.B. LINDSAY 
Secretary-Treasurer 

Rosser, Manitoba 
ROH lEO 

Stonewall 467-5711 
Fax 467-5958 

Many changes have been made in the Municipality in the space of a century. Swamps and 
sloughs have been drained to create thousands of acres of fertile agricultural land. The area is now 
sprinkled with beautiful farmsteads. 

Road allowances that, at one time, were just prairie trails have been graded. There are now 
four blacktopped highways that run through the Municipality. Also there are many miles of gravel 
roads allowing every resident access to at least one all weather road. 

The council of the Rural Municipality of Rosser wish to acknowledge and express our thanks 
to all the pioneers who have given so much to make the Municipality what it is today. To the people 
who saw the need of a Municipality being formed and to those who made up the first council as well 
as all those that followed, our sincere thanks. 

There have been many dedicated men who have served this Municipality over the past 
century. In checking the lists of reeves and councillors, it is evident that in the last 100 years no 
woman has represented ratepayers on Rosser Council. No doubt that will change in the future. 

Rosser, during the 1960's and 70's was controlled by the Council of the City of Winnipeg in 
the three eastern wards_ It seemed preposterous that in a democracy one jurisdiction should have 
control over an area where they had no elected representatives or any financial responsibility. In 1980 
Rosser was allowed to join the South Interlake Planning District which gave the Council control of 
all of the Municipality. It was, we believe, a great step forward. 

The policy of Rosser Councils, past and present, has been to preserve agricultural land as 
much as possible. Rosser Municipality borders on the City of Winnipeg and this creates a good deal 
of pressure for subdivisions. Council has been able to preserve agricultural land, at present, but it is 
difficult to foresee the future. Hopefully, the Councils during the next hundred years will be able to 
maintain the rural atmosphere of the Municipality through planned development. 

Council is indebted to the dedicated people who have worked on this book and on the 
numerous committees to make this year's centennial activities a success. 

We feel honoured and privileged to have had the opportunity to serve this Municipality. 
Hopefully, through reliving our past and celebrating our centennial we will all look back with pride 
and thanks to those who have gone before and look forward to the future with optimism. 

Alan Beachell, Reeve 

/v1-'4~ 7'2.J~ 
Gunnar Norberg, Ward/bne 

t/f~~~ 
A.J. gatway, Ward Three 

Carl Havixbeck, Ward Two 

:R~~Ju9 
Robert W. White, Ward Four 
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THE CENTENNIAL HISTORY BOOK COMMITTEE 

Editorial Commilla: standing-Shelagh Miller, Laurie PotOl'skr-Bcachcll, chair: 
Isla Haghorg 
irwin Fricsen (insct). s('{/fcd: Delphic Norherg, Bert Com ric , Shirley !-Iallick 

The difference between the right word and the almost 
right word is the difference between lightning and the 
lightning bug. - Mark Twain 

Book Commilla Officers and Staff: Dolores Norlierg, Clerical Assistant: Alan 
Bmchel/, Chairman; Margaret Stewart, Secretary; Vil'ian White, Treasurer 

x 

Research Commilla: standing-Frances Holm, Margaret Stewart, Karcn Kaplen. 
se(l/ed: \!il'iall White, chair: Edna MilicI', Helm Morrison 

IN MEMORIAM 

Edna Miller had a wealth of knowledge and experience 
to bring as a member of the Centennial Book Committee. 
She lived in Rosser Municipality from the time of her mar
riage to Walter Miller in 1920 and chronicled her experi
ences in a book, A Country Girl's Life Story. 

Work on the Rosser Centennial book must have brought 
a strong sense of deja vu for Mrs. Miller. Her own book 
contains an account of the work she, Laura James and 
Frances Ridgeway put in on The Grosse Isle Story. They 
began in 1973; the book was finally published in 1977. She 
wrote: "If you have ever asked people to write their family 
history or do things before a deadline, you know the dead
line never aITives." Her fellow committee members in Rosser 
now understand completely what she meant! Mrs. Miller 
treasured old memories and worked hard to fashion new 
ones. She coaxed, cajoled and threatened in order to collect 
information needed to meet this book's deadline. As part of 
the research committee, she did her part. 

In November, 1992 after a serious fall, Mrs. Miller left 
the farm to live at Stonewood Place in Stonewall. Even so, 
she was looking forward to her garden this spring. Her fel
low committee members looked forward to sharing this 
book's completion with her. Sadly, it was not to be - Edna 
Miller completed all her life's projects and was called to 
final rest in April, 1993. 



Dear Readers: 

Compiling a municipal history going back 100 years is an interesting but time consuming 
project. Proofreading family histories has been interesting and educational. Those of us who have 
done it have enjoyed being taken back through time as we read about the experiences of those 
who settled here. It made us all realize how fortunate we are to be able to enjoy the benefits of the 
hard work and fortitude of our early pioneers. 

When Rosser Council decided, two years ago, to compile a history book of the 
municipality and its families, they invited Meadows Women's Auxiliary and the three Women's 
Institutes - Rosser, Grosse Isle and Lilyfield - to get involved. These organizations all had 
experience in earlier history books. Other residents, knowledgable about specific districts, were 
also asked. Twelve volunteers eventually became the RM of Rosser Centennial History Book 
Committee. 

Two sub-committees split up the work. A research committee of Karen Kaplen, Edna 
Miller, Helen Morrison, and Margaret Stewart worked with chairperson Vivian White. They all 
became familiar faces around various libraries and the Provincial Archives as they sifted through 
old documents and searched old files. Editorial committee members Bert Comrie, Isla Hagborg, 
Shirley Hallick, Shelagh Miller, Delphie Norberg and chairperson Laurie Potovsky-Beachell were 
responsible for the integration of that material into the book and most of them helped with 
research as well. Sadly, Jane Fetterman, originally on the committee, passed away and Frances 
Holm was asked to take her place. Irwin Friesen volunteered so many hours of research, writing 
and proofreading that, as a questionable reward, he was appointed as an official member. Dolores 
Norberg has been the official office staff. She has done yeoman's work at the clerical and 
computer end while also taking some time to start a family. 

Through months of research, writing, editing and typing the committee has worked to 
make the book not only interesting but as factual as possible. More time has gone into cataloging, 
sorting and selecting photographs and documents to illustrate, visually, the changes to this 
municipality throughout the years. The number of family stories which were received was very 
gratifying. In cases where no updated material was received, family histories have been reprinted 
in their entirety from the Rosser Ripples, Meadows Centennial 1970, the Grosse Isle Story and 
Footsteps Through the Years history books. In some instances, friends of the family have 
undertaken to update a family's story. 

Putting together a 100 - year history brings a sharp awareness of the im portance of record 
keeping. This would have been a boon to the committee. It is my hope that anyone reading this 
will begin keeping records of present day events and identifying who is in those familiar photo 
images so that, at the end of the next hundred years, researchers will have a far easier task. 

As chairman of the Centennial History Book Committee, I have been pri vileged to work 
with a very dedicated group of people. I thank them all. As in any organization, there are some 
who carry the largest share of the load, to them a special thank you for the work that was put into 
getting the book together. As well, there were those who were not officially members of the 
committee but generously researched and wrote about various subjects or devoted themselves to 
relentless pages of proofreading that a publication of this size demands. The committee and I, as 
chairman, thank you all sincerely. 

Finally, speaking again for the committee, all of us hope that this project will bring fond 
memories to readers who have lived in the municipality for many years as well as enjoyment and 
knowledge to newcomers. Hopefully, these contents will be seen by many more who have not 
lived here in Rosser but will be interested to read about people they have known. Above all, we 
hope this volume will serve as a source of reference and a bridge to the past for those who come 
to know the municipality in future years. 

Alan Beachell 
Chairman, Centennial History Book Committee 
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AN OFFICIAL LOGO 

At the origination of the Rural Municipality in 1893 right up 
until 1990, when preparations began for the centenary, the Rural 
Municipality of Rosser was without an official logo. In January, 
1990 the municipal council announced a competition for a logo 
design and invited all citizens to participate. The winning entry 
was submitted by Cheryle McClure of Gordon and is now used 
in all official designations. 

The design incorporates a sheaf of grain which represents the 
agricultural focus of the municipality. A hydro tower 
acknowledges the strong tax base provided. in part, by the 
presence of Manitoba Hydro's Dorsey Station. Five birds in 
flight represent the abundant wildlife that has been one of the 
earmarks of this municipality in spite of urban Winnipeg's 
proximity. Five also represents the municipal council, a reeve 
and four councillors, all of whom are dedicated to the 
preservation of those qualities which make the Rural 
Municipality of Rosser a good place to live. 

SeplellliJer 11. 1990 Award preselllalioll 10 Cheryle McClure alld daughl(,/" fiJI' 
fhe H'illllillg logo design. 
I-r: Belt\' Lilldsay, .lack O(l{way, Reel'e Alall Beachell preselllilig award, Johll 
SIClml'l, GUlilior Norberg, Gemld Milloka. 

April 1993 Final layoul (}f Ihe celllennial book beg ills al 
/c1S1. C ollllllillee lIIelllbers im'o"'ed ill Ihe CUI alld pasle 
process are (clockwise, 101' pholo) Alall Beachell, DelphiI' 
NoriJerg, Shirler Hallick, Shelagh Miller, alld Russ Erskine 
(HCllIJolles); (bOllOIll p!IOIO) I'il'iall While. Margarel 
SleWal'l, Karell Kaplell alld Irwill Friesell. 
These pages holdfacrs alld slories abo III people alld CI'ellls 
ill Ihe Rural MUllicipalily (}l'e/' Ihe lasl 100 rears. Much (if 

Ihe doculllelllalioll is also ill \'iSllal j(il'lll frolll Ihe pholo 
aibullls of residelllS, youllg alld old. The book should be a 
reference 10 treasure for years to come. 
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AN "OUTSIDER'S" POINT OF VIEW 

Coming to live in the Rosser municipality has been good for me. I came here as a minister and had the additional joy of marrying 
into the community not long after. I guess you could say that I'm an "outsider" because I did not grow up here; still, people have made 
me feel welcome. Much of what this book celebrates is the fact that we are all part of the communities that make up this municipality. 
As a minister, one of my first impressions of the area was that sense of community. It is remarkable that people living so close to 
Winnipeg today can be together and do share common interests. Through church life, sports and the various activities at the community 
halls, people enjoy each other. 

Personally, marrying into one of these communities added an additional element for me. At first I had the sense that people were a 
little suspicious. In retrospect, I believe that they were being protective of one of "their own" who had grown up here. That is another 
remarkable quality of the area; people care about each other as though neighbours are family. It did not take long, however. before I 
was welcomed with open arms. I believe my experience has been the same for many others. It takes time, but after a while people 
come to share their friendship with strangers as if they have always been here. It is great to be part of the community and call this area 
my home. 

If there is any way that my point of view has changed since I first arrived, it involves seeing the community now from the perspective 
of another profession. Having recently completed studies for a teaching career, I have already been involved with some of the schools 
of the municipality. Let me say frankly that what I see are children who have been raised by parents who love them and cared enough 
to be involved in their education. This involvement has strengthened the quality of their children. There are good children within our 
schools and part of it has to do with the goodness of their parents. It is a credit to the communities that make up the municipality that 
such children are growing up to be healthy and contributing members of their community. 

At the other end of life, the older people - who founded and contributed so much to our communities - served well as they cared for 
people outside their immediate family. Many of the older "pillars" of the community are gone from us now. At some point, each of us 
must come to take up their work and to be involved in our communities if they are to continue to be places which we love and enjoy. 
Take it from an "outsider", this is a good place to be and it will stay this way if we all share in continuing to care. 

God Bless, 

Rev. David Fielder 
B.A., B.Ed., M.Div., M.R.E. 
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PROLOGUE 

History teaches us who did what, why, when and where. How 
it all came about can become a dull recitation of fact or it can be 
flavoured by using the imagery of subjective opinion. The 
following essay is flavourful indeed but also holds up well under 
scrutiny when compared to historical data. It was found in the 
Provincial Archives among material on Rosser. Authorship is 
unclaimed; we are, however, grateful to whichever long-ago 
resident it was who took the time to record his observations and, 
further, to whoever had the foresight to send them along into the 
public domain. 

"ROSSER IN THE MILL OF TIME" 

The purpose of this narrative is not merely to chronicle a 
series (Il dates and el'ents concerning the history ol the Rosser 
settlement hill rather to set out in order (Il sequence, as far as 
memorv se ITe s, a short stor y of re min i see nce sand the 
develo/;ment ()l Rosser eoveril;g a period of a quarter of a 
century or more hack. 

At the outset it might he said that the whole district /i'om 
Winnipeg to Marquette was of all the adjacent land to that 
thriving city, prohably the last to attract prospective settlers./i'om 
the old land and eastern Canada. This was due to the fact that so 
much of the land was covered with water for many months 
during the summer andiiwjuently right through to ./i'ee::.e up that 
incoming settlers passed it up and wentiitrther on to the Portage 
Plains, Neepawa, Clan William, Dauphin, Gilhert Plains and on 
into Saskatchewan. These areas had their greatest inllu.1" ()l 
settlers at ahout that period. Rosser was looked upon more as the 
hunter's paradise where only a feVl' of the more ach'enturous 
agriculturists had the temerity to attempt raising grain on ,Fhat 
was looked upon as islands protruding Olll of the water. The 
name Grosse Isle bears testimony to this which translated 
literally means Great Island. 

Travellers going through on the trains could in the early days 
see little else but water/i'om the train windows and consequently 
did not venture more than a lookii'om their cushioned seats. East 
Rosser, it appears was the earliest in/whited and from these 
people, many of whom are still surviving, could he told the 
pioneers' struggles in mud and water whenever they attempted to 
move around. It was in fact only by their general natures and 
ability to make good /i'iends that they were able to secure 
supplies hy the hand car route (what a contrast betv.'een the past 
and present as we look now upon the modern motor cars and 
aeroplanes). Latterly along in 1899-1900 West Rosser or "Little 
Siberia" began to attract settlers. These came largely jimll the 
Maritime PrOl'inces with a few ./i'om Ontario and odd ones ii'om 
other parts of Manitoba who missed as they found out at last 
some of the hest farming land in Canada. 

There were no roads ()l any consequence. The only grades 
were little improvised dumps here and there which made 
extremely rough travelling in dry weather and usually mired one 
in wet weather. The main graded roads first constructed were 
./i'om Rosser Vii/age west to the meridian corner and then solllh 
to the Corbett farm originally occupied by Egan Bros. (Railway 
COllfractors) where they wintered large numhers of horses. Then 
east ./i'om Rosser to somewhere near the East Rosser School. 
Many were the contortedjollrneys hy team to Winnipeg. It was a 
case of pick the high spots and trust to luck in keeping the hubs 
out ()l the mud. Gradually things began to change. The meridian 
north ./i'om the four corners was graded by Rohert Kellett then 

Reeve (Il the Municipality in the year 1903. Another grade was 
built west the following ~rears asfar as the ridge o/Iandjust west 
0/ Mulligan's place then occupied hy D. McDonald. Latterly 
other roads were built, possibly the most important heing the 
commencement 0/ a through road to Winnipeg via the CPR. 
Progress continued in road huilding until today we have manr 
well constmcted grades wit/z gravelled sur/acing. . 

Along in 1906 and 1907 the Municipality undertook ([II 

extensil'e drainage scheme embracing some 25 to 30 miles/i'om 
Sturgeon Creek in a northwesterly direction to the MlIIzicipalitv 
()/ Woodlands which made possible the opening up 0/ much mOl:e 
arable lands and the iitrther constmction oj'roads reaching right 
into Marquette. This work was done largely by a great 
mechanical dredge working day and night and operating hoth on 
dry land and in water. The success of this undertaking was due in 
a large measure to Herb Corhett who was at that time the chie/ 
operator with his brother Fred assistinf! in thc SUITeI' and totin;' 

{' . ,') 

in the gas and oil. Further drainage schemes wcre carried out 
also in East Rosser all 0/ VI'hich tended latterly to tranlform the 
country./i·om great duck lakes into l'(Jluahle farming and gra::.illg 
tracts. 

This little narratil'e would not he complete without touchinu 
on the VCl)' important part played by the church and school. 1;~ 
the early days the little Church ol England stood on the sallie 
ground as it does today and has heen maintained continuouslv hI' 
a few staunch and ardent supporters. Perhaps o/al/ the ab!c'an~1 
well-known preachers 0/ the gospel who hal'e graced its chancel, 
the person of Archdeacon McEllzcron stands out the more clearly 
possibly hecause not only (I/his outstanding ahility but the rapid 
strides he /1lade (ltter heing estahlished in Winnipeg. 

Of the other churches, the Presbyterian was the first to he 
established in Rosser Village and the writer will rememher his 
first experiences in puNic service in the painting (1/ the new' 
church which stood vacant to unl/sed latterly for many years 
following church union. At that time the late Mr. Joyce operated 
a general store in the house next to the blacksmith shop and now 
owned hy Fred Corhett. All these /mildings were erected aholl! 
the same time and among those engaged in the painting 0/ the 
Church was Mr. W. F. Smith, and Mr. Bissett, /lOW hotlz 
deceased, Mr. William Tulley and the writer. Some 0/ the more 
amhitious 0/ the ladies did the inside cleaning (I/floors and 
windows and incidemal!."\, prepared an excellent lunch o/ham 
sandwiches and hot coffee. Mr. Leslie was then the minister and 
was later followed hy Rel'erend Dan Mcfl'or now (~/ Fort 
William. 

In later years the Methodist church was mOlwl fi'011l its site 
near East Rosser School and located on its present foundation 
where it has done service since and latterly as the United 
Church. Prohably the best remembered Minister while as a 
Methodist Church was the RCl'erend Bohhy Swires now oj 
Carman. Many Rosser people rem em her him and c([rry still in 
their hearts /I/{/n)' kindl.vfeelings. 

The first store in Rosser was IJlIilt by Mr. EE. Price who 
probah/y carries a memory (Ij'more reminiscing more or less of 
a dramatic nature than any other person whose I(le is WOl'en into 
Rosser history. The writer has listened to many narratil'es from 
this source: some tragic and many others of comedy class. For 
many years the community hal! was in the upper part 0/ Mr. 
Price's store. 1t was here also that the first church sen'ice was 
held before the Presbyterian church was huilt. Not far away was 
the old village school where on Sundays the Church of England 
people worshipped hefore the new church was constmcted on the 
north side ()j'the railway. Both the store and the old school were 
eventlla!!y destroyed by fire. 
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lll\'iw/ioll issued hv "The Bachelors o/Nor/h Rosser" 

Before passing ./i'om the original store it seems hardly 
possible that one could forego some comment on the part that 
building paid in the social life ()f'the community. As was stated 
previously the "Hall" was upstairs and those were the days when 
swaines and their girls drove 20 miles with teams (){ horses to 
attend a dance in the hall. What gatherings they were too. It was 
quite a common thing to find that old community centre crowded 
yvith 75 to 100 couples, and Mr. Price found it necessary to put 
in the store below many additional 6 x 6 posts in order to carry 
the romping filii-mad crowd above. There was for quite a number 
(?f'years rather an outrageous host (){ bachelors about Rosserfor 
some inexplainahle reason. It was not becallse there were not 
good and comely girls to he had for they were plenty but it can 
just be pllt down that they were not in the mood to marry or settle 
down at once. These bachelors seemed to organize themsell'es 
into bands for the purpose ()f' competing each with the other as to 
which cOllld pllt on the most sllccessfit! or elahorate "Ball". 
These separate trihes were known as the Bachelors of' East 
Rosser, Bachelors of South Rosser and Bachelors (1' West Rosser 
and their invitation cards so designated them. The Baseball club 
and the Foothall club also did their share o{ entertaining. 
Althollgh the young folks still have their good times in a like 
manner few (){us will concede that there is yet anything to match 
those gloriolls days (){a quarter century or more ago. 

Schools at that time were not so plent({111 nor quite so 
convenient as we find them today. For quite a considerahle time 
onlv three schools were maintained where now there are more 
the;n double that numher in eluding the hig school in the village. 
The principal schools in the earlier days were "WesU'ield" 
located just hetween the present store and Mrs. Bums house, 
"Rosser" school on the same site as the present one down at 
Wedge's comer and "Prairie Star", also on the same spot as it is 
fOllnd today. Miss Hicks taught at Rosser school, Miss Williams 
tallght in Westfield and Fred Kerr - Professor Kerr of Knox 
Church - in Prairie Star. 

The children of those days were much the same in their taste 
and amhitions as those ()f'today and how they did CI~joy a fire 
especially if it happened to he a school house! Needless to say 
much glee was manifested the moming the little old school in 
Rosser went lip inflames. It fimlished a good deal (?f' excitement 
and much speclllation at the moment. Howel'er the expected long 
holidays did not materialize for the "Hall" was called into 
further lise and all aliI' Rosser young hopefuls were compelled to 
march Up and down stairs three times a day until another school 
was provided. 

From the material point o{ view there were three main events 
each season only one of which has now largely disappeared. 

These were the seeding, land hreaking and the han est and 
threshing. In those days there was hardly a farmer who did not 
hm'e large acreage of' l'irgin soil to hreak lip alld immediately 
seeding was completed all were at it with a tandem hitch on the 
long handled hreaker bottom. This is allnoH' more or less a thing 
of the past. However, seeding and harvesting we hope will 
continue indefinitelY. E\'en these operations ha\'e changed 
radically since the days of'the little two h)' fOllr chllte in the side 
oj'the elemtor where we dumped 0111' hags oj' grain at threshing 
time. The advent (;f' power machinery, higger drills, comhines 
etc., have greatly simplified things. At one time we were 
dependent on not more than three or fOllr threshing Olltf/ts to 
complete threshing ()f'the whole Rosser district and each took his 
turn as the machine was amilahle. 

The farmers then handed themsell'es into grollps of' halj' a 
do:en or more to .f()llow one machine lin til the complete rollnd 
was made. Changing of'work was the l'Oglle and althollgh slow in 
comparison with the present method milch cOllld he said ()j'the 
enjoyment oj'goodfellowship created. 

Perhaps hej'ore winding lip this little story it might not he 
amiss to inelllde some of the filnny little incidents occllrring fi'OI7l 
time to time and those whose memories are still green will recall 
(1) the young man who a/l hw fell in a faint as the marital knot 
was being tied (2) the chap who was carried home fi'om a party 
in Rosser on a stretcher composed of' a fence mil (3) the chap 
who grasped the braid ()j' a yOllng ladies hair as he was ahollt to 
fall on McDonald's skating rink (4) the fellow who dragged 200 
yards ()f' harb wire behind his hllggy as he drove his girl home on 
a SlInday night ji'om church (5) the hoys who drailled Harry 
Smith's keg on the railway platj'orm (0) the young man who rode 
his pony to visit a /mxom yOllng school teacher and in a moment 
of ahsent mindedness walked home. The pony was not missed 
IIntil he went to feed him in the morning (7) the two galloping 
YOllths who were carried off their feet at a revival in East Rosser 
(8) the chap who nearly choked the girls to death with 
peppermint candies (9) the man who fell off his plollgh with a 
tOllch oj' "sllnstroke" (10) the parade ()j'straw hats following the 
hig storm in the slimmer ()j'1902 or 1903. These are only a few 
hut some ()f'the keener memories will grasp their significance. It 
wOllld take many chapters to reminisce at length and, ill 
deference to those who were not so fortllnate as to belong to the 
pioneer hrigade, it shollld he excllsahle if'sllch details are 
omitted. 

Many changes have taken place since the year 1900, many 
new faces grace the commllnity, some to replace those who hal'e 
passed on to ell/other world, others to follow the footsteps oj' 
those gone farther afield hllt of all who remain and those who 
hare come to Rosser in later years it is felt that none ()j'the old 
time spirit, goodfellowship and progressiveness will diminish. 

The present is more and more the day of' continlled effort ill 
a// commllnities and sillce the older times many IIseflll and 
pr()fitable orgalli:ations hare replaced individllal efforts and not 
the least ()j'these is the Women's Illstitllte. May it he said here ill 
closing that as befits a settlement oj'the "up and YO" type the 
hranch ()f'this organi:ation in Rosser is now recogni:ed Ol'er the 
whole PrOl'ince as one (1' the most sllccess/it! and most IIsefit! ()j' 
its kind. 

It is hoped that this little preamhle will he ()j'some interest to 
at least a few, instmctive to all and at least a hore to none. As 
stated at the olltset it is not intended as a history bllt merely a 
review (~j' erents following one another and Ii'hich zf' written in 
filll would fill a considerable volume. 

- Allthor Unknown 
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OUR ECOLOGICAL COMMUNITY 

The very richness of the tall grass prairie spelled its doom. 
Sod that protected and rejuvenated the black soil beneath it fell 
beneath the plough. Fields of cereal and forage crops now 
dominate the landscape. Today, there are only remnants of virgin 
prairie left. 

This municipality is within the true tall-grass prairie zone in 
Manitoba. Big bluestem and other grasses along with prairie 
wildflowers such as the meadow blazing star, western silvery 
aster, Flodman's thistle and several orchid species are typical 
examples of native vegetation. There is some mixed grass prairie 
here as well. Important species that can still be found are little 
bluestem, the needle grass, the grama grasses and wildflowers 
such as prairie crocus, dotted blazing stars, yellow and purple 
coneflowers and prairie lily (more commonly called the tiger 
lily). There are remnants of both tall grass and mixed grass 
prairie in certain areas of the municipality: All along the CPR 
right of way, on the gravel ridges near Grosse Isle and at the 
unused municipal cemetery off Dorsey Road, not to mention 
Little Mountain Park. In other patches of natural prairie that still 
survive around the municipality one can find wild sunflower. 
goldenrod, hedge bindweed, milkweed, loosestrife, red clover, 
avens, blue-eyed grass, arrowhead baneberry and meadow rue. 

In 1973 Margaret Clarke wrote in the Grosse Isle Story that 20 
different kinds of lady slippers were to be found in this area. 
Although today clumps of yellow lady slippers can still be found 
in jealously guarded spots, the pink variety has become very rare 
and the white lady slipper all but extinct. As more and more land 
was broken up over the years there was, and still is, a danger that 
all of the lovely native wild flowers will disappear altogether. A 
recent interest in the preservation of native plants has begun to 
stir, encouraged perhaps by the need for a more environmentally 
friendly approach to land use. 

As people are becoming more aware of the need to conserve 
our beautiful heritage, special areas are being preserved as 
natural prairie. Many gardeners now obtain seeds to have 
"wildflower" gardens filled with Queen Anne's Lace, evening 
primrose, wild strawberry, columbine, wild geranium, buttercups, 
anemones, white and mauve asters and daisies to mention some 
that make a colourful splash. 

Despite the taming of the prairie, Manitoba's provincial 
flower. the prairie crocus, is the earliest harbinger of spring. In 
June wild roses line the roadsides and the orange tiger lily can be 
seen in ditches and along headlands in July. Yellow gumweed 
still grows on the roadsides. Round-leaved mallow and 
chickweed are common in gardens, as are portulaca. wood 
sorrels, evening Iychnis and Canada, sow and scotch thistles. 
although these are more often referred to as weeds. Seneca root. 
which used to be much prized for its medicinal value, is not as 
plentiful now. 

In the woods or bush, wintergreen, wild Lily-of-the-Valley. 
bedstraw, bluebells, and wild bergamot can still be found; less 
often, bottle gentians and Indian paint brush. The beautiful little 
Indian pipes - resembling opaque glass, white and delicate, 
looking like something out of fairyland - haven't survived where 
the woods have been pastured. 

Last. but not least, when a visiting grandchild comes in with a 
bunch of dandelions clutched in his or her hot little hand, there 
can be no more beautiful bouquet in the world. 

He walks with Nature, and her paths are peace. 

EDWARD YOUNG 

HOW THE CROCUS GOT ITS FUR COAT 

To enter the world of' Chiej:I'; Wapee. son of' a Chief was to 
spend four days and nights atop (/ lonely hill until a l'ision or the 
man he was to he came to him. The first night. no l'isioll 
appeared to him and he was dOH'nhearted, But with the dawn, the 
warming sun heal7led upon a healltifiil /loH'er who opened her 
petals and nodded towards Wapee as if to we/come him. Wapee 
no longer felt alone. 

When night came again, Wapee curled his hody around his 
nell'/i'iend to protect her/i'om the icy night winds. Three times he 
did this and three times when the Morning Star rose, l'isions 
came to him foretelling o{ great things to come. When Wapee 
rose to lem'e, he said; .. You hal'e comforted and counselled II1C 

wcll thesc past three days and nights. What three wishes would 
you hare me ask of the 'Crcat Spirit' ?" 

"Pray that I may hCl\'c the purple hluc of the distant 
I1lOuntains in my petals, a small goldcn sun to hold close to my 
heart on dull days, and ajimy coat to facc thc cold winds of the 
springs" , 

Thc Creat Spirit was so pleascd with Wapee's though(/itlness, 
Hefil(/illed his prayer. 

Fom an Indian legend 

Pmiri(' C/'OCIIS -./10m! (,1IIh/(,111 o/A1onilO/Jo sinc(' 1906 

The Crocus is the floral emblem for the Province of Manitoba. 
An Act respecting the adoption of a Floral Emblem for Manitoba 
was given Royal Assent by His late Majesty King Edward VII on 
March 16, 1906. 

MANITOBA'S ARBOREAL EMBLEM 

The status of the Arboreal Emblem was a long time coming to 
Manitoba. It was not until July 5, 1991 that the "White Spruce", 
botanically known as "Picea Glauca" was adopted as the 
Province's official tree. 

The Manitoba Forestry Association recommended that the 
White Spruce become the official tree of Manitoba. Thus, Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba ruled that the White 
Spruce be the official Arboreal Emblem of Manitoba. 

The White Spruce was chosen because of its extensive use by 
the people of both early and modern day cultures. It is easily 
identified and is aesthetically pleasing to the eye. It has a high 
economic value and is found virtually throughout the whole 



province of Manitoba. It is very hardy and disease resistant. and 
it is capable of growing in and withstanding most climatic and 
environmental conditions in all parts of our great province. Thus, 
it is perceived to be a very great choice. The White Spruce is 
commonly found in shelterbelts throughout the RM of Rosser. 
These trees contribute shelter to ratepayers, birds and other small 
wildlife. 

While SPI'lICC - arhoreal onhlelll o/,Maniroha since 1991 

GRANT'S LAKE 

A book about the RM of Rosser would not be complete 
without mention of the thousands of geese and ducks in the 
Meadows area in spring and fall. Anyone who has ever lived at 
Meadows or visited in the springtime or fall can close their eyes 
and hear the constant honking of wild geese, as they herald the 
arrival of springtime or stop over to feed and rest during their 
annual migration south. Before drainage ditches were 
constructed, geese and ducks had unlimited choice of stopping 
places at Meadows. In modern times, geese still stop over, partly 
because of Grant's Lake Refuge. 

"Grant's Lake" is named for the pioneer, Cuthburt Grant, well 
known along the Assiniboine River. An early district map of the 
area shows the name T. Graham and Alex McDonnell estates 
owning most of the land. The Refuge is 1600 acres in size and 
was first established as a bird sanctuary in September, 1950 on 
land previously owned by D.H. Bain and purchased by the 
government. Boundaries have been revised in 1955 and again in 
1963 which are those currently recognized. Grant's Lake Refuge 
presently includes approximately 900 acres of Crown and 700 
acres of private land most of which is arable. 

The refuge provides a nesting and "staging" area for 
waterfowl. It is one of the most important stop-over locations for 
snow geese, mallards and, to a lesser extent, Canada geese and 
other duck species found in Southern Manitoba. The Department 
of Mines and Natural Resources are working to re-establish the 
area once again to support numbers of waterfowl in a manner 
satisfactory to local residents. A lure crop has been developed 

periodically since 1966 within the refuge boundaries in order to 
curtail waterfowl damage to crops. Special hay permits are issued 
on portions of three sections and hay cutting is done in a manner 
that does not jeopardize nesting waterfowL hay permits are 
issued only during excessively dry years when there is a severe 
shortage of hay. 

Dykes and control structures are designed to hold water at the 
797 foot level. Additional land has been purchased to give the 
government full control below that level. A co-operative wild 
farm wetland development project funded by the federal and 
provincial governments and Ducks Unlimited was completed in 
1977. This project consisted of internal ditching to enhance 
furbearing habitat and provide additional open water for 
waterfowl. In 1968 a number of small potholes, created by 
blasting, were formed in the bottom of the lake. These potholes 
are designed to increase the nesting density of waterfowl. 

The lIIain "alii on SllIrgeon Cred Drain conslmcl"" in 1969 

Staging waterfowl attracted by the Refuge makes the 
surrounding area attractive to hunters. A managed hunting 
system to control numbers of hunters and to improve relations 
with landowners and provide a quality hunting opportunity was 
initiated by regulatioi1 in 1974. The system has been modified 
slightly over the years and continues to operate. 

Chris Urqlllwrl and John Bergen lI'ilh goose nesl al Gr(llll' sLake 

s 



The Refuge has designated canoe routes and is becoming an 
attraction for bird watchers and nature lovers. With proper 
management of the area the "music" of wild geese will be heard 
by future generations. 

BIRD REFUGE AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 

Grant's Lake is a game bird refuge, and wildlife management 
area, in the RM of Rosser. Refuges are areas of Crown or private 

land where trapping or hunting of certain wildlife species is 
prohibited. Public shooting grounds are areas of Crown land set 
aside for recreational hunting. Wildlife management areas have 
the most of both refuges and public shooting grounds, but in 
addition, provide for effective management to enhance wildlife 
use and productivity. 

All things are artificial, for nature is the art 
of God. . 

SIR THOMAS BROWNE 

rant's Lake anaged unting Area 
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Location: 321km North-West of Winnipeg 
I I I 

RGE 2 RGE1W 

Why Managed Hunting? 
The concept of a managed hunting area for Grant's 

Lake was developed because of increased hunting 
pressure in the Grant's Lake Game Bird Refuge area 
and the resulting problems of crowding, traffic con
gestion, litter and declining quality hunt. The alter
native suggested at that time was a complete closure 
of the area to hunting. 

RGE lE RGE 2 

TWP14 

TWP13 

Stony 
Mountain 

TWP12 

The continued operation of the managed hunting 
area should ensure high quality recreational hunting 
opportunity around Grant's Lake for years to come 

and a harmonious relationship between landowners, 
hunters, municipality and Manitoba Natural 
Resources. 



Light again, leaf again 
Life again, love again 

Love again, song again 
Nest again, young again 

Tennyson 

BIRD TALES 

Every winter, on the drive between farm and villaae a 
beautifu.l white Snowy Owl can be seen sitting atop a telephone 
pole. It IS a wonder how this seemingly same owl finds its way to 
the same location as winter draws nigh. Must be bird instinct! 

John Ridgeway of Grosse Isle compiled a list of birds back in 
1948. The same species can still be identified in fields, lawns, 
marshes and waterholes during Manitoba summers and long 
winter months. ~ 

Special note should be taken of 'The Phantom of the North" -
Manitoba's Great Grey Owl. A pair of these owls reside in the 
bush of a vacant farmyard just west of Rosser Village. The Great 
Grey Owl is the largest owl in North America. It hunts small 
mammals and loves the woods of the north country. In spite of its 
rather fi.erce visage and reclusive ways, it is tolerant of people. 
This owl is the official bird emblem of Manitoba. 

Great Gray 011"/- hird emblem (~rManiloha since 1987 

Wanted 

A building lot in a large maple tree 
be arriving 011 or about April 20th 

Owner must be fond of music 
Contact Robin Redbreast. 

BIRDS COMMON TO THE AREA 

BIRDS FOUND IN YARDS AND FIELDS: 

Bittern 
Blackbird, Brewer's 
Blackbird, Red-Winged 
Blackbird, Rusty 

'Blackbird, Yellow-headed 
Bluebird 
Bobolink 
Catbird 
Chickadee 
Coot or Mudhen 
Cowbird 
Creeper. Brown 
Crow 
Cuckoo, Black-Billed 
Dabchick or Helldiver 
Dove, Mourning 
Finch, American Gold 
Finch, Purple 
Flicker 
Flycatcher, Great Crested 
Flycatcher. Least 
Grackle, Bronzed 
Grebe, Holboell's 
Grosbeak, Evening 
Grosbeak, Pine 
Grosbeak, Rose Breasted 
Gull. Franklin's 
Gull, Herring 
Hummingbird, Ruby Throated 
Jay, Blue 
Jay, Canada 
Kingbird 
Kingbird, Arkansas 
Kinglet, Ruby-crowned 
Lark, Horned 
Longspur, Lapland 
Martin, Purple 
Martin, Sand 
Meadowlark, 
Nighthawk 
Nuthatch 
Nuthatch, White throated 
Oriole, Baltimore 
Peewee 
Phalarope, Wilson's 

Phoebe 
Pipit, American 
Plover, Golden 
Plover, Killdeer 
Plover, Upland 
Rail. Sora 
Redpoll 
Redstart 
Robin, American 
Sapsucker, Yellow-bellied 
Snowbird 
Sparrrow, Chipping 
Sparrow, Clay-coloured 
Sparrow, European House 
Sparrow, Fox 
Sparrow, Harris's 
Sparrow, Lark 
Sparrow, Song 
Sparrow, Vesper 
Sparrow, White-crowned 
Sparrow, White-throated 
Starling, European 
Swallow, Barn 
Swallow, Tree 
Tern, Black 
Thrasher, Brown 
Thrush, Wilson's 
Towhee 
Turnstone 
Vireo, Red-eyed 
Vireo, Warblind 
Warbler, Black and White 
Warbler, Cape May 
Warbler, Myrtle 
Warbler, Tennessee 
Warbler, Yellow 
Waxwing, Bohemian 
Waxwing Cedar 
Whip-poor-will 
Woodpecker, Downy 
Woodpecker, Hairy 
Woodpecker, red-headed 
Wren, House 
Wren, Long-billed Marsh 
Yellow-legs, Greater 
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GAME BIRDS: 

Duck, Mallard 
Duck, Pintail 
Duck, Redhead 
Duck, Ruddy 
Duck, Scaup 
Duck, Shoveller 
Goose, Blue 
Goose, Canada 
Goose, Lesser Snow 
Goose, White-fronted 
Grouse, Pinnated 
Grouse, Ruffed 
Grouse, Sharp-tailed 
Partridge, European 
Teal. Blue-winged 
Teal green-winged 

WATER BIRDS: 

Crane, Sandhill 
Heron, Great Blue 
Sandpiper, Solitary 
Shrike, Loggerhead 
Shrike, Northern 
Snipe, Wilson's 
Swan, Whistling 

BIRDS OF PREY: 

Eagle, Golden 
Falcon, Peregrine 
Goshawk 
Hawk, Broad-winged 
Hawk, Cooper's 
Hawk, Marsh 
Hawk, Red-tailed 
Hawk, Roughleg 
Hawk, Sharp skinned 
Hawk, Sparrow 
Owl, Great Grey 
Owl, Great Horned 
Owl Hawk 
Owl, Long-eared 
Owl. Short-eared Prairie 
Owl, Snowy 

WILDLIFE STORIES 

Prairie wildlife still includes animals such as red fox, coyote, 
wolf, white tailed deer, skunk, badger, beaver, raccoon, rabbit, 
gopher, chipmunk, red and grey squirrel, vole, mice and shrew. 
Most early settlers in the area hunted in order to put meat on their 
tables. " ... the meat on our menu consisted largely of rabbit and 
partridge ... " was Alice Ridgeway's observation during an 
interview in 1953 in The Grosse Isle Story, as she recalled the 
Beachell family's introduction to life on the prairie. 

Bob Miller. of Grosse Isle. bOlllefeeding a pet racoon -1982 

8 

Bounty Hunters 
As more and more natural prairie was turned into farmland the 

predatory habits of indigenous wildlife often became a threat to 
the burgeoning domestic population. Early Municipal minutes 
record that F. Minaker received the sum of $2 as wolf bounty. 
References to wolf bounty continue up to 1932. For example, 
George and John Daniels collected bounty on 93 wolves through 
the months of May through July, 1930. 

Red./i!.\" rrapIJed Oil R. COII/rie/emll - 19-/0 (a rhrear ro poulrry./emllCFs) 

According to Bert Comrie, a bounty was paid on foxes during 
the 1940's. Their predatory habits were particularly hard on the 
chicken population. Mrs. Burns, Secretary-Treasurer at the 
Municipal office, would pay a dollar a pair of ears that the 
hunters brought in as evidence of a kill. Every few years the fox 
population seems to explode. This usually reflects on reduced 
numbers of rabbits and other small animals in the area. After the 
foxes complete their cull of the small animal population, they 
seem to fall victim to mange Which, in turn, culls the fox 
population. 

Gophers were more pest than predator. During the 1930's and 
40's a gopher tail was worth one cent when it was turned in at the 
Municipal office. Gophers are still numerous today. Raccoons 
can be as pesky as gophers and much less retiring too. 
Sometimes they wriggle their way into a farmer's affection as 
Bob Miller will attest with the following tale: 

"One summer day six baby raccoons were found in the 
hayshed on the farm. There was no mother to be seen and we 
assumed that she had been killed. (A neighbour's dog had that 
kind of a reputation.) The Wildlife Conservation Officer came 
out, in response to our call, but when he arrived only five of the 
babies could be found. It was not until after he left that the sixth 
orphan turned up again. We decided to try to raise him. He 
required a baby bottle of milk several times a day and some soft 
food. He grew like a weed. He had the freedom of the yard and 
disappeared into the bush whenever he wanted. The whole family 
became very attached to this cute little fellow. He disappeared for 
good about 6 months after he arrived and it was as though a 
member of the family had died. We would go to sleep every 
night hearing one or more family member calling into bush, 
'Heeere Chucker, Chucker, Chucker. .. '" 

An Unwelcome PrESSENCE 
Alice Ridgeway described another incident in her 1953 

interview. " ... One day, brother Walter hurried in for his gun, 
excitedly remarking that a small black and white animal, like a 



cat, was ambling down the furrow coming toward the house. A 
neighbour, Bill Styles, who had lived longer in Canada than we 
had, advised him to "hold fire" as that brand of pussy highly 
'rescented' being disturbed .. ." 

Skunks still visit the Beachell farm. A recent skirmish in 1989 
was memorable because it was the year of the farm's centennial. 
The saga began early that spring when a skunk decided to set up 
housekeeping under the front steps of the farmhouse. Her timing 
couldn't have been worse because the Beachells were launching 
big plans for an outdoor centennial party. Skunks are not popular 
pets, especially in large crowds. Mrs Skunk had to be evicted 
before she and any new family became entrenched. 

At first the Beachells tried to flood them out. The entire front 
flower bed sank at least three inches but the skunk was not 
moved. Then, an old pair of panty hose was filled up with moth 
balls and flung down the burrow. To this day a slight odour of 
moth balls can be detected around that section of the lawn. Still 
the skunk stayed on, not finding the mothballs objectionable. 
Desperately seeking a solution to the problem without creating an 
indelible impression, Reeve Beachell rented a skunk trap. 

That night he baited the trap with sardines. The next morning 
he and "hiz missus" checked it anxiously from the safety of their 
window. The trapdoor was down! Alas everyone but the family 
cat chalked it up as a trial run. The second night was a write-off, 
capturing neither cat nor skunk. On the third night, however, the 
mission was accomplished and the skunk was promptly 
dispatched in a nearby field. 

The Beachell yard was rendered safely odourless (except for 
the slight aroma of cattle). The centennial celebrations were great 
fun for everyone. There haven't been that many skunks sighted 
around the farm ever since. Do you suppose word gets around? 

Moose on the Loose 
Moose are usually found in more northern terrain, as a popular 

television series "Northern Exposure" suggests. It is, therefore, 
an intriguing tale that Norbergs tell... about a visitor to Meadows 
in summer, 1992: 

"While doing some work over in Ken and Dolores' new yard, 
we heard the dogs suddenly take off toward the railroad track. 
We got up to investigate and, 10 and behold, a lone moose was 
ambling down the CPR right-of-way. No doubt because of the 
dogs' considerable commotion, it decided to head for cover and 
took off across the bald prairie heading for a wooded area. It 
hasn't been seen in the area since so we hope it got safely to 
where it was going." 

Oh Deer 
The "No Shooting" by-law in the Rural Municipality of 

Rosser makes it a relatively safe haven for wildlife even though 
evidence of poachers can be found and resident's homes in bush 
areas are sometimes threatened by rifle fire. Whitetailed deer are 
particularly fond of the bush area around the Jewell property. 
One reason is that if the natural food supply is scarce, they can 
usually count on some supplements supplied by Bill and Betty 
Jewell. One particularly bad winter. Betty arranged to get 20 
bags of deer feed pellets and Bill built some feeders in one of the 
corrals. The feeders were filled every night and one night Bill 
counted 44 deer dining there. 

As manager at the Municipal landfill site Bill has initiated 
many conservation measures, among them a compost pile. One 
doe and her two young fawn have dropped in there to dine on 
more than one occasion. 

The real-life animals described above should not be confused 
with "Fluffy" the dear deer decoy. Fluffy has been seen, on roads 
in nearby municipalities, luring hunters to take an illegal shot or 
two. Some fairly prominent citizens (none from Rosser) have had 
to make embarrassing appearances in court as a result. 

It's a Dog's Life 
Native species sometimes cannot resist the temptation to "get 

even". Vivian White observed one day, while at her breakfast 
table, that people men't the only ones who have a knack for 
teasing. 

One bright sunny day we watched a cheeky red squirrel tease 
our dog until he was nearly crazy. At the corner of the house is a 
tree with an especially low-hanging branch. That impish squirrel 
sat right out on the end and chattered away. The branch was a 
matter of inches too high for the dog no matter how high he 
jumped. He tried and tried and then, all played out, he lay down 
to rest. 

Just as he was dozing off, along came a magpie. It landed on 
the sidewalk in front of the dog and strutted back and forth. The 
dog opened his eyes and made a quick lunge at the magpie. The 
bird took off backwards leaving the dog just standing there 
barking. As soon as the dog would lay down again, the magpie 
came right back. After this happened five or six times, the poor 
old dog went off to the barn to get some uninterrupted rest. 

Dillllcr lilllC ltJl' Ihe deer (/1 Bill Jewell' s 
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THE WEATHER 

The weather plays a most important role in all phases of 
agriculture be it garden, grain or livestock production, the farmer 
has always watched weather signs and kept records of it. 

Temperature readings in the early days were taken from 
mercury household thermometers considered to be quite reliable 
by the owner. The wind, its direction and force, were read by 
looking at the chimney smoke. The temperatures recorded apply, 
in general, to all the RM of Rosser but rain, hail and storms may 
vary from farm to farm. 

The Fahrenheit scale was in use until April I, 1975 when we 
changed to the metric system of measurement - hence Celsius. 

From 1893-1935, information regarding the weather is taken 
directly from the diaries of Val and Lyle Lawrence, pioneer 
brothers who came to this area in 1878 before the RM of Rosser 
was formed. The years following 1935 are as recorded by E. 
Lawrence, by other residents and by Environment Canada. 

Our climate has the greatest temperature difference, summer 
to winter, in all Canada. Years ago, we quite often recorded 
temperatures from minus 40-50 degrees Fahrenheit in winter and 
over 90 degrees Fahrenheit in summer. At the present time our 
winter temperatures have moderated; 40 degrees below zero is 
fairly rare. Through the years we have normally had a good 
gardening season to sustain our agricultural industry. It often 
starts in late April and ends in mid-October, the records show. 

The annual amount of precipitation in our area is about 550 
millimetres (rain and snow). The sunshine we receive annually 
exceeds 2200 hours, a wonderful bonus for us. September 20th is 
the average date of our first frost. 

Winter can be long and severe, cold can be of long duration. 
In 1979 all southern Manitoba including our area and Winnipeg 
had the longest spell of below zero temperatures recorded in our 
province. It lasted 126 days, ending on March 16. Winters can be 
mild too, those of 1980-1981 and 1986-1987 were the warmest 
on record, having an average temperature of -8.5C (+ 17F). 

Snowfall here is not considered to be regularly heavy, but our 
snow usually stays through the winter season. 

In 1955-56 we recorded 10 I inches of snow, and as far back 
as 1877-78 very little snowfall, less than 13 inches. 

ROlary SlIo\l'[1/OII' ar Alkillsoll Comer· 1940 

10 

Blizzards 
One of the worst blizzards was November 8, 1986, when a 

total of 35.8 centimetres of snow was recorded with winds of 90 
kilometres per hour, zero visibility. No vehicles other than 
snowploughs and snowmobiles could move. March 3, 1966 
brought as much snow and lasted three days, no travel. March 
1935, storm exceeded both of these storms by having a snowfall 
of 21 inches. 

Ice storms 
We have had ice storms and freezing rain. March 6, 1983, an 

ice storm brought traffic in the area to a standstill, closed the 
airport, adjacent to the RM of Rosser, for two days. 

Riege hays all 1Of' o{grallories 01 Bais'sjitrlll 01 MeodOlI's, 1947 

SilO\\' olljiJ/lrlh hose mad Ileal' //leridioll . March 9. 1947 

SWill' ill JlI/ills Norhcrg /OIlC - 1957 



Winds 
Rosser is in a windy province. Records show winds are the 

strongest in the spring and in the fall. May has the greatest 
average wind speed. These May winds can cause soil erosion, 
because the newly seeded soil is bare. 

Thunderstorms and Tornados 
We have thunderstorms with lightning and on occasion a 

farmer in the area has lost a crop to hail, but we are not 
considered to be in a hail area. There have been a few tornados, 
on June 23. 1922 there was a severe tornado and it left much 
damage in its wake. In the year of 190 I, another tornado. causing 
less damage, hit the area. ~ 

WEATHER DIARY: 1893-1992 

1893 First meeting of newly organized R.M. of Rosser 
councillors was held at Little Mountain School on 
June 24. Diary notes. June 1893. very wet all through 
June. April - Pretty cold winter. backward spring (-
48F/-44C) lowest this winter with snow every other 
day. September 16. the first frost. pretty good 
weather all through harvest. 

1894 Very pleasant winter, never cold long at a time, never 
remember so many thaws only saw thermometer 
twice below -40F/-40C coldest February 26. -46F/-
43C. May 14, very nice day, planting red fife wheat. 

1897 October 2. dry, wind, dust flying, air smoky and 
dark, terrible fires all over the country, loss of life 
and property. 

1899 Mild till Christmas, January 9 -50F/-46C, February 4 
sleighing good, snow. February 1-12 very cold -36F/-
33C. 

1901 October 10, snow and rain; October 15, cold, windy 
and snow, October 16-25, nice weather now 73F/23C 
stacking and threshing. 

1902 Nice weather little wind, hens out nearly everyday in 
January. February colder -40F/-40C. March 16, 
blizzard, drifts high around buildings, March 22, rain 
today. April 8, blizzard. heavy snow; April 21, snow 
every other day. 

1904 First week April 6, roads good, snow for sleighing, 
winter still here. 

1910 May I, light snow, very wet all early May, very hot 
June, very cold December. weather normal for 
potatoes and harvest this year. 

1916 October 2, snow all forenoon, October 3, lightening 
and heavy rain. 

1922 June 23, Friday, Tornado this morning at 3:30 a.m., 
everybody got some damage, chimneys blown off, 
small buildings blown away. Found damage for 
many days after storm. December 30 and 31 st, 
stormy and cold, diaries read end of December 
usually cold, exceptions, 1924 and 1937, each well 
above zero. 

1930 Start of the "Dirty Thirties", drought years which 
were at their worst from 1933 to 1938. Dry top soil 
blew across the prairies often in what were called 
"Black Blizzards", The sky would appear to be 
yellow black, the sunlight dimmed and the air was 
filled with gritty dust. Often newly seeded grain 
would blow away, the soil being too dry to hold the 
young plants. The soil blew into drifts, often on the 
headlands and often burying fences. 

1933 
1934 

1935 

1938 

1941 

1944 

1948 
1949 
1955/56 
1961 
1966 

1967 
1979 

1982 

1983 

1985 

1987 

1991 

1992 

Grasshoppers very bad in crop, dry crop suffered. 
Driest year I have known. poison out (grasshoppers), 
poor crop. 
Very hot. some rain. self and some others burned a 
field for rust. crop light. 
May 6, snow and blow all day. heavy frost in am, 
notations of rain more often in diary. 
June very hot, heavy rains in summer. September I. 
threshing. September 4, soaking rain, grain growing 
in stooks, some grain under water. 
July 14, cyclone hit Rosser Village, some damage, 
Rosser School and Municipal Hall. 
Wet summer 
August 7, record high for this date, 107F/40.6C 
Heavy snowf~lll year 253 centimetres 
Bad drought year again 
February 18, lowest temperature on record for this 
day 49F/-45C., March 3, start of worst blizzard in 
many years, heavy snow, schools, roads and airport 
closed for two days. 35.6 inches of snow fell. March 
24 ended 170 hours of flesh heezing winds 
Best crop in many years, good weather 
Very dry summer, east side of Rosser missed rains, 
but dry all over. March 16, ended longest period of 
sub zero weather on record in this area, 126 days; 
May 24, heavy wet snow, June and July. very hot. 
January 9, windchill record for this area, it was 2622, 
equivalent to -65C. 
March 6, blizzard, all transportation halted, schools, 
airport closed. 
November 3, blizzard 35.8 centimetres (14 inches) 
snow winds at 90 kilometres per hour, huge drifts. 
January, warmest January on record. April 4, 
heralded spring with IOC/50F. 
January temperatures varied from OC to -38C, March 
is mild. snow on March 31, 25 centimetres. August, 
very hot last week, up to 31 C hard on any grain not 
harvested. October 28 and 29th, bad freezing rain 
storm, roads icy, power out 4-6 hours, tree damage. 
The winter of 1992 began with a fairly mild January, 
having an average temperature for the month of -
11.5. The average in previous years was -19.3. 
February and March followed this moderate trend, 
with some fog and cloud. March was 4 degrees above 
normal for that month. The weather remained damp 
and cool through spring and into the summer months. 
There was a total of only three days of 30 degrees 
during June, July and August. Normally we have 8 or 
9 days of such heat during this period. Summer 
temperatures were mainly about 21 degrees with less 
than normal hours of sunshine. Crops were slow to 
ripen and gardens less productive than usual. In the 
Rosser area, October was the summer month. It 
brought us 180.4 hours of sunshine, almost 30 hours 
above normal. November returned to cloud with 
freezing rain and some fog. It gave us 18 consecutive 
days of no sunshine. 1992 could be summed up as a 
year with a cloudy but moderate winter, followed by 
a cool cloudy summer. 

Everybody talks about the weather, but nobody does 
anything about it. 

-CHARLES D, WARNER, In Hartford Courant (c. 1890) 
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FREAKS OF WEATHER 

Out of the west the storms come racing 
Freaks of weather the country embracing 

It may be hail that hits in summer 
To nearby ruin the staunch newcomer 
It may be blizzards in winter hit some 

But freaks of weather are sllre to come. 

In the early days there were no fences, telephone poles, or 
highgraded roads to gllide people when they were callght Ollt in 
a bli::ard, and often many hardships were encollntered. It was a 
cOl7lmon thing to h{l\'e wire or rope fe/stened fimn hOllse to ham 
for a sqfe gllide. 

The first hailstorm to he recorded hyoid timers was a SCl'ere 
hailstorm Allgllst 18,1900. The storm strllck ahollt 4:00 a.m. and 
the crop was completely destroyed in ahollt ten minlltes. All 
windows in the west side of the hOllses were hroken. Mr. 
Minorgan had one day's cllfting done: other were not so 
fortllnate. There hCll'e been sel'eral hailstorms since. One qllite 
sel'ere storm was in 1926. Several farms were completely hailed 
Ollt. Rosser is not in 'y!'hat is generally known as a hail district. 

We hal'e weathered qllite afew cye/onic storms. In 190] there 
were two cye/ones. One happened abollt six p.m. An ominolls 
looking clolld gathered in the northwest and came tearing along, 
leming a trail oj' havoc in its wake. The plate glass window in 
Mr. Price's store was hlo1,\'n in and, after the storm, straw hats 
were .floating on Beachell's slollgh. Several hams were hlown 
down. 

On .llIne 23, 1922 we were hit hy another ten-ijie storm. The 
roar oj'the approaching stortll cOllld he heard for some time and 
shortly ({fter three a.m. it struck. There was scarcely a ham in 
Rosser not damaged. Windows were h/own in, chimneys taken 
()Il. porches and small bllildings hlown away. Mr. Ben Frain 
opened the kitchen door to go Ollt to the kitchen bllt the hack part 
oj'the hOllse was l7lissing. The large cow ham (it Kilameaky 
Dairy was hlown down. The dehrisji-om that farm was piled in a 
large stack and bllrned. 

There were many./i'eaks oj' that storm rememhered. One 
garage was Mown away hilt the car was still standing in its 
reglliar place. A pllmp and windmill were plllled Ollt oj'the well 
and carried some distance. 

Haghorg's barn a/I('I' cye/one al Meadows - 1923 
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Hem'.\' l\'inds dOli/aged Corhell residence 

Many had damage done to the hOllse hy rain coming in 
throllgh broken windml's. This was the worst storl7l to hit 
Manitoba. It came ./i'om the west, as far as Dallphin and went 
cast oj'Winnipeg. 

In Jllne 1926 a Feak e/oud hlew through town taking the rool 
otlNorman Corhett's house. 

On.lllly 14, 1944, another c)'clone hit the town. It hit Leslie's 
store, the Mllnicipal I-Iall and took the rool otl Mr. Holtmall/I's 
bam. 

In .luly 1947, another hit, coming through hy D, Blairs, K. 
MlIlligans, Millars, L. Rlitherj'ords and Hm'ixhecks and A, 
Wedges, 

Winter storms arc l'({ried and plent!/id, hut some are indelibly 
printed on memory's wall. One well remembered hy Mrs. Corbett 
(nee Minorgan) and the Galhraitlls was Novel1lher 24 in tIle 
1890's. Mr. Minorgan had taken a load ()lgrain to Winnipeg. In 
those days a trip took about .f(J/Ir hours one way, The storll/ 
started abollt noon on Friday, Mr. R. Galhraith was in Winnipeg 
with a load, Both started home together and got as far as 
Galbraith's (Lindsay farm). Mr. Minorgan had to remain there 
lIntil Slinday. There were no telephones so the family had 110 idea 
where he might be. 

/11 May 1892 there was a bli::ard which lasted for three days. 
Cattle fi·om Mr. Bain' s .taml drifted ahead ()j'the storm and when 
it was over a number were foulld smothered in a heap Oil the 
farm ()j'Rev. Helliwell (L. Green' .1'). 

Another three day bli::ard started March 14, 1902, It was ill 
early sprillg and some harrowing had been dOlle and land was 
ready for seeding, The snow was dril'en by (/ high wind. Howe's 
windmill was blown down. Mr. McFee was jllst mOl'ing in and 
got caught with l'ery few prOl'isions. The farmers cOlild not feed 
stock for three days. 

There was a dime social at Mr. Minorgan·s. About ten people 
got there and had to stay IIl1til it was OJ'er. Mrs, J. Bergey and 
her brother went in a buggy. After the storm subsided. the buggy 
was located under a drift of snow. The rotary plow came throllgh 
to clear the track and the windows ()l the station had to be 
cOl'ered with boards to keep them from breaking. A train had 
been held ill Rosser alld Mrs. Smith lIsed all her ingenuity tofeed 
the crew and passengers. We had storms el'elY winter bllt they do 
not Pllt on sllch l'iolent demonstrations as ill the early days. 



/966, not ollly for Rosser hut for the prol'ince, wi/! long he 
rememhered as the year ()t the great h!i::ard-the worst in many a 
long year-heginning Thursday p.m. March 3. Winds gusting to 70 
miles per hour \j'hipped the new fa/! (it snow (/4 inches) into 
ilJllJlense dr(jts that crippled o·({t/ic ti/! we/! on into the ne,rt day 
and Saturday. Buses in Winnipeg ceased to operate at / / a.m., 
Friday. Schools were closed .fi'OIJl Friday ti/! Tllesday in many 
places. Many chllrches withdrew se/Tices on Sunday, super
markets were a/!owed to operate on SlInday. No flights were 
a/!owed for two days, filllerals were cance/!ed, games cedled ()jj: 
hotels in Winnipeg were reported jammed to capacity, /600 
persons spent Friday night in dOH'ntoH'n stores. When a path \I'OS 

plowed throllgh Rosser it was !ike a tllnneltimn lvhich one could 
sec no houses at a/!. AI! in (t/!, it was an e.\jJerience that man)' 
wi/! long rememher. 

/11 the late slimmer and fa/! ()t /968 the rains calJle and kept 
coming, delaying har\'esting to the point of' e,rtreme .!i'ustration. 
The fields had hecome so satllrated H'ith moistllre that they could 
not Sllpport the heal')' machinery til! the .fi'ost came. By that time 
a// grain was either tOllgh or damp and the market for it 
narrowed to a disappointing close. All this l'olume (if' unsold 
grain had to be stored on the farms-necessitating the bllilding 
and erection (if' man)' new granaries. And may it he told-a/imher 
sllrplus had to be piled in the open fie/ds to await disposal 
sO/JIehow, sometime. With no assistance al'ailable .fi'om the 
g(Jl'emment, it then became apparent that the farmers mllst dry 
their own grain and re-store it, to CIlvait saf'ely the day when 
qllotas wOllld be resumed. At Rosser the Pool £le\'CIto/' set lip in 
December a huge dryer to do this joh. Wheat was al! that was 
processed by the close of' the year hilt operations had to continlle 
Oil into Janllary /969 to deal with other graills. This was a costly 

S/(Jokedpa.\', s{(IlIdillg ill warer ·jiil11941 

Easr CololIY Creek Draillpood Seprelll!Jcr 1941 

husiness hut loans to COl'er the c.rpense wCI'e made possihle. 
reprinted.fi'(iII/ RossCl' Ripples 

August. 1969 - the year of the Tornado - holds vivid 
memories for the Ryans. Keith, Colleen and boys - Neill, age 3, 
and Christopher, age 2 - were on their way home from the lake 
one early Sunday evening after dropping off the girls at their 
uncle's for a week's holiday at the cottage. On the car radio they 
heard of a reported sighting of a tornado cloud in the Rosser area, 
As they approached Winnipeg the report said the storm had 
touched down in a farmyard just north of the city. Unbeknownst 
to them, it was their yard. 

A few minutes later they turned into the yard - it was quite 
dark by this time - and were met by two or three neighbours and 
the hired man. They had seen the tornado touch down and had 
come to look after things until the Ryans arrived home. 
Fortunately the storm had cut a swath through the middle of the 
yard but had missed the house and the feedlot where they fed 125 
cattle. The neighbours assured them that nothing could be done 
that evening so Keith and Colleen tucked the boys in bed and 
tried to get some sleep themselves. 

The next morning they saw how lucky they had been. The 
model railway track that encircles the yard was torn up in two 
places as the storm ripped up trees in that area. Two hay wagons 
loaded with bales had been sitting in front of the barn: they had 
completely disappeared. All that remained was some twisted 
wreckage in the bottom of the creek 300 yards away. The bales 
were never found. Some of the floor boards from the wagons had 
splintered and were driven into the ground by the house - driven 
in so deep they needed a loader to pull them out. Several old 12-
foot ash trees were twisted off like matchsticks with only a stump 
remalI1lI1g. 

They have a semi-circle of grain bins; each one had a puncture 
and the roofs of two of them had disappeared. The bale elevator 
had been picked up and thrown into the door of the machine 
shed, completely destroying the elevator. Several loads of old 
tires, used to hold down a plastic cover over the silo, had 
disappeared. 

The only damage to their home was a few loosened shingles 
and some bricks knocked off at the top of the chimney. Looking 
back on the experience they have many times said they were 
happy not to have been at home when the storm passed through 
their yard! . 

A.lia rhe rOl'llado - Allgllsr, 1989 
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" THE STONEWALL ARGUS/TEULON TIMES Wednesday, August 9, 1989 

r 
BY GORD LEATHERS 

A small tornado swept 
through the Rosser area last 
week and destroyed a silo and a 
machine shed in the same storm 
that created havoc in Langruth. 

"I would say it's a small tor
nado. It looks like a funnel hit 
both of those places, " ac
cording to Gerald Machnee of 
Environment Canada. 

Machnee went on to point out 
some rotational patterns in the 
grain field behind the barn at 
Theo Holtmann's farm in 
Rosser that indicate that it had 
been buffetted by twisting wind 
currents. 

Since 1964, the twin silos at 
Holtmann's farm have been a 
town landmark until one of 
them was reduced to rubble by 
the tornado. 

The storm came up with little 
warning and the farm was hit by 
high winds that snapped several 
of the trees and destroyed the 
silo but left other buildings 
remarkably intact. 

"I was in the house at the 
time, sitting at the window," 
said Tony Holtmann, Theo's 
son. "It was a sheet of rain com
ing at us". 

The Holtmanns noticed a 
piece of sheet metal flying 
around that they figured was 
part of the silo roof. They 
speculated that once the roof 
opened the tornado pulled the 
air out and the silo collapsed in
ward or imploded. The concrete 
tiles fell straight down. 

"It came down in such a way 
that it missed the barn," Tony 
Holtmann said. 

Had the silo fallen any other 
way it might have landed on a 
barn full of Holstein cattle or a 
machine shed. Luckily, no one 
was hurt and no cattle were lost. 

"They were standing in the 
corner shelter and they were in 
the proper place," Theo 
Holtmann said. He also pointed 
out that he hadn't seen wind 
damage that severe since 1946 
when a high wind took the roof 
off the barn. 

"We were lucky," said Tony 
Holtmann. "It was a freak, 
that's for sure". 
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The wind also rolled a string 

of railway cars down a side 
track in Rosser until a derailer 
forced them off short of the 
CPR mainline. Two hopper cars 
rolled into the ditch and broke a 
signal pole. 

Cleared the bins 
Further west, the tornado 

touched down at lake Voth's 
farm near Meadows where it 
broke several trees and lifted a 
new machine shed off its foun
dation and scattered the debris 
in his field. 

What made this one unusual 
was the shed was blown clear 
over several bins that were not 
damaged at all. 

"How it cleared the bins there 
I'll never know," V oth said. 

Voth was at an equipment 
dealer in Headingley picking up 
a combine when he saw the 
storm at a distance. Rather than 
drive the combine through the 
storm he decided to wait it out 
in Headingley. 

What puzzles Voth is how the 
shed was torn from its founda
tion and carried off without do
ing any damage to a group of 
bins located between the foun
dation and where the wreckage 
lay. 

"This whole roof system was 
well braced so I think it stayed 
intact until it cleared the bins," 
he said. "There isn't even a two 
by four speared through the 
walls of the bins". 

Gerald Machnee inspected the 
damage at Voth's farm and said 
it also looked like a tornado's 
work. 

"If it had been a plough 
(straight) wind, it should have 
probably caused more damage 
to those bins," he said. 

He went 0n to say that a 
straight winu can lift structures 
off a foundation but they usual
ly do a great more damage to 
surrounding structures. The sh
ed was worth an estimated 
$30,000 and its construction was 
finished recently. 

"It was two weeks old," Voth 
said. "I insured it eight days 
ago." 

SlIr\'eyillg Ihe dal/lage al/Jo/II/l(l/III'S - /989 

Dchris afier Ihe lornado at \'OIh'sfcII"I1I 



Max MIn 2 Hour SOUlhern Manitoba 
104 P m prlPllallon Moslly sunny, dlance 01 showers Frrday tloudy Saturday 

Winnipeg 25 12 10 1 ~ll(mm} Lows 1210 14 Highs 2510 29 Norma!s 1 22 

Churchill 22 3 nil Northern Manitoba ~ 
i~~~on ~~ ~ g; f:;~~e~~ ~h~~;~~ ~1~~lM~~lt~~~tnl ~jIU(.daY 
Dauphin 26 16 TI Northwo$tero Ontario 

~ ~~~a'!;'enla Pralne ~~ 1'~ ~;I Moslly sunny Fnday ScanNed showers ~Iulday 
Kenora 22 10 ; nil Lows near 11. Highs 21 to 25 Normats .' 2! 

Hot Spot; Brandon 27 ~old Sp~t: ChUfChdl 3 

Frolll/heilles ol/he Willilipeg Puhiic Lihrary 

UVWATCH 

Holes in the ozone layer surrounding the earth are suspected 
of affecting not only weather patterns but the health of human 
beings too. These gaps in the protection the ozone layer affords 
has created the need to watch for potential over-exposure to ultra 
violet rays. 

The Winnipeg Free Press recorded the first Ultra Violet 
reading on June 10, 1992 according to files at the Winnipeg 
Centennial Library. 

III You run the [iskol getting a sunb~rn in 20 min· 
utes if you go out unproteded today, as Winni
peg's high on Environment Canada's ultraviolel 
Index for today will be 7.4 by m,d·afternoon 
Based on to representing the amount of ultraV!, 
o!el rays emif1ed on a clear day in the troPICS. 
values belaw ~ are conSidered low. With the av
erage person getting a sunburn in about an 
hour 

A moderate value of between 4 and 6 9 means 
there's a sunbum fisk In 30 minutes, while a high 
value between 7 and 8.9 means burning In 20 
minutes At values of above 9, bumlng could oc· 
cur In less than 15 minutes 

While extreme values Indicate the most risk. 
care 10 avoid overexposure should be taken 
even at moderate values, as the hanmful effects 
of uilraviolet rays are cumulallve • 

IWttri1i[t!(j@iiolbmbj •• 
A southwesterly flow of warm, dry air ~ill bring 
sunshine and heal 10 southern Manjto~a for It e 

·n·ext two days, As this Sou.thwesterl\, flpw patOists, 
daytime highs Will approach 30C Ihrocj9h Thu 'sday. 
TODAY .. ,Mainly sunny, Wind soulhw"['t 30 kn/h 

High 30. Low tonight 14. " 

THURSDAY.:Mainly sunny. H:gh 31'j 

For the record - June 1 0 Pre~ipltatio'1 
Max Min Mean APrj'. Juno 9 

Last year .......... ... 25.7 12.1 18,9 78.0 mm 
Normal.. 22.5 9.7 15.1 52"'1. 0' norma: 
Highest on record:.. 35.7 in 1949 Jun 9to 1 p.m.: 
lowest on record· -1.1 In 1964 nil 

FOLK SA YINGS 

The weather has always been an important factor in Rosser 
Municipality, dominated as it is by agriculture. Although 
contemporary methods of weather forecasting are certainly more 
complicated in a technical manner of speaking, quite often the 
results are not nearly as accurate as creaky joints, headaches, and 
the other physical ailments that are still often warnings of 
changes in the weather. 

Many farmers "look to the sky" in an attempt to determine the 
weather. Naturally, a wealth of weather knowledge has 
developed through years of experience. It is often expressed in 
folk sayings or rhymes. Presented here are a few of them. 

"E\'cning rcd and l7Iol'lling gray 
Will sct thc tra\'cller on his way 

But c\'cning gray and IIwl'lling rcd 
Will bring down rain upon his hcad," 

"Rainhow in thc l7Iol'lling 
Sailors warning. 
Rainh(Ht, at night 
Sailors dclight." 

"Thc moon and thc wcather 
May changc togcthcr. 

But a changc oj'thc moon. 
Docs not changc thc H'cather, " 

"Wcather. wind. womcn and./c)J'tunc changc likc thc moon," 

"Whcn thc wind is in thc cast. it's good/clr ncithcr //Ian nor 
hcast," 

"Too cold to snow" 

"Whcnc\'er thc ncw //loon hasfallcn on a Satllrday 
thc,/(Illowing twcnty days hCl1'c hccn wct and windy," 

"Bcating thc wcather: 
thc truc way to go through thc hot wcather. 

is to kccp thc mind so occupicd. 
that wc shall not noticc thc condition (Ij'thc atmospherc." 

"Rain hc/clrc sc\'cn. 
Finc hc/clrc clc\'cn," 

"Thc dircction of thc wind on Good Friday 
is an indication of thc prc\'ailing .,vind/clr thc next/cmy days." 
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Drainage IIIi1I' o/' tftc RAI o/' Rosser 

WATER AND DRAINAGE 

The Province of Manitoba is located in the lower reaches of 
the basins of two of Canada's major river systems: The 
Churchill, Saskatchewan-Nelson. 

It was these rivers and their tributaries which were followed 
by the early fur traders and they advanced westerly from the 
Great Lakes and the Hudson Bay into the prairies. 

The settlers followed these routes to the productive lowlands 
along the water courses in south central Manitoba. The residual 
fine textured soils which were deposited during the recession of 
Lake Agassiz provided excellent land for production of good 
quality grains. The natural levees, which were built up by the 
depositing of the silt during periods of flooding from the 
channels prevented the natural drainage back into the rivers. 
These conditions led to the formation of large swamps covered 
with peat, where the run off from the upper reaches of the 
watershed was trapped in the low area of the valleys. Soon after 
Manitoba became a province, in 1870, railroad connections were 
completed between Winnipeg, St. Paul and eastern Canada. The 
coming of the railroad brought a quick efficient outlet for 
agricultural products from the province. Ready markets were 
found in the United States, eastern Canada and Europe. The 
demand for products grown in Manitoba, created a demand for 
more farm land. Between 1890 and 1900 practically all the land 
suitable for cultivation, in its natural state and within a 
reasonable shipping distance of the rapidly expanding railroad 
was put into production of crops. As the good quality dry land 
became scarce, parcels of swamp land, which belonged as natural 
resources to the Dominion Government, were granted to the 
province on condition that the latter undertake sufficient drainage 
to make the land arable. 

In 1880, the province passed an act making the provincial 
Department of Public Works responsible for the work required to 
provide drainage of swampy areas and assume the cost of 
construction and provide the necessary engineering for design 
and construction of the drains. Although in some areas of the 
province recently organized municipalities did exist. 
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During the period 11180-11190 the annual report of the 
Department of Public Works records that $13,082 were expended 
on enlargement of the Colony Creek drain, improvements to the 
Grassmere Creek through the Parish of St. Paul and the extension 
of the Sturgeon Creek from its headwaters north westerly into the 
township of Woodlands. 

In 11193, when the Rural Municipality of Rosser was 
incorporated, the land included within its boundaries formed the 
central portion of three adjacent watersheds: the Grassmere 
drain: the Sturgeon Creek drain; and the Colony Creek 
watershed. The future development of the drainage systems 
within the municipal boundaries would require the cooperation of 
Rosser and adjacent municipalities of Rockwood, West St. Paul. 
Woodlands, St. Francois-Xavier and the City of Winnipeg. 

In 1895 the province recognized that the reclamation of 
enough lands lying between the Manitoba escarpment and the 
Red River, Lake Manitoba and Lake Winnipegosis was justified 
to advance agricultural development to add financial stability of 
the province. The Drainage Act was passed which provided for 
the creation of a Drainage District in which organized drainage 
systems would be constructed if required by the majority of 
landowners within a district. 

The Act required that the funds for construction would be 
raised by the sale of debentures in the name of the province with 
payments being secured by a lien on the land in the district. Each 
municipality was designated by the Act as the collection agency 
for the annual levies on the lands in the district to repay the 
debentures. During the period 1895-1929, 24 districts were 
organized in the lowlands of the province averaging 
approximately two million acres of land with debentures having 
been issued in the amount of $6,824,336. 

Maintenance of drains was the responsibility of the 
municipalities. In the annual report of the Department of Public 
Works of 190 I, the Chief Engineer made the following report on 
drainage in the Rural Municipality of Rosser: 

"Beginning in the year 1897 numerous petitions have been 
presented to the Department providing various drainage schemes 
in the above district. Some small drains have been constructed 



and several extensive preliminary surveys made, but as yet no 
definite action has been taken in the matter owing to this land 
being situated in the most central portion of the province, I 
strongly recommend that this work be undertaken as early as 
possible." 

During the period 1902-1930 the reports contain references to 
several surveys and estimates for drains in the Municipality of 
Rosser were completed; however, no reference is made to 
drainage work having been carried out. 

The drought conditions which began in 1929 with abnormally 
low precipitation during the period 1929-1931, combined with 
the stock market crash of 1929, had a devastating effect on the 
financial position of the fanners and municipalities in southern 
Manitoba. The federal and provincial governments instituted the 
unemployment relief program to provide employment for persons 
on the unemployment rolls of the municipalities. One of the 
projects in the vicinity of the RM of Rosser and the City of 
Winnipeg was the construction of the Grassmere drain westerly 
from the Red River at Middlechurch through the Municipality of 
West St. Paul. The excavation was carried out by manual labour 
with picks and shovels assisted by horse drawn Le Tourneau 
scrapers. 

At Middlechurch a dining hall was constructed to serve meals 
for the workers. This structure remained until the early 1960's 
when it was demolished during the reconstruction of the 
Grassmere drain under an agreement between the municipalities 
and the province. In 1941, under the Grant in Aid Program of the 
Department of Public Works financial assistance as well as 
engineering assistance was provided to the RM of Rosser for 

• improvements to two and a half miles of drains tributary to the 
• City Protection drain. In 1947, the Municipality with a grant 

from the Department of Public Works, constructed 12.0S miles of 
Sturgeon Creek drain through lot 29, Parish of SI. Charles, 
Sections: 13, 23, 22, 21, 17 and IS-I I-I E, Sections: 35, 23, 24 
and 13-11-IW and in 2-12-IW. 

During the early 30's due to the economic depression, proper 
maintenance was not carried out on the drains' and the debenture 
payments required from the municipality fell into arrears. These 
problems were examined by the Finlayson Royal Commission in 
1935. The Commission recommended that the province assume 
25% of the outstanding indebtedness of the individuals and that 
drainage maintenance districts be formed to carry out the 
maintenance of drains. 

The Land Drainage Arrangements Act of 1936 provided the 
legislative authority for the creation of drainage maintenance 
districts and the appointment, by the municipality with land in 
the district, of a drainage trustee to the board of each district. A 
chairman common to all the boards was appointed by the 
Province. 

The first chairman was Mr. Fred Umphrey, an engineer in the 
Reclamation Branch. The Act also provided for the creation of 
maintenance districts outside the old drainage district boundaries. 

On the formation of the districts, in 1936, the province's 
contribution to the maintenance costs was limited. In 195 I, the 
province's contribution was revised based on the 
recommendations of the Lyons Commission Report of 1945. The 
provincial grant was increased to provide (a) one-third the cost of 
construction and maintenance of drains intercepting and carrying 
water originating in the district; (b) two-thirds the cost of 
construction and maintenance of drains intercepting and carrying 
foreign water. This large grant was in recognition of the foreign 
water problem which had plagued the district as the boundaries 
did not compare to the natural watershed boundaries of the 

waterways. 
In 1955, the Province by Order-in-Council SIS/55 created 

Drainage Maintenance District Two. The boundaries of this 
district encompassed the natural watershed of the Grassmere, 
Sturgeon Creek and Colony Creek drains in the municipalities of 
Rosser. West St. Paul and Woodlands. The creation of the district 
occurred 54 years after the Chief Engineer of the Department of 
Public Works made his recommendations referred to earlier in 
this write-up. During the first year of operation the board had 
cleaned out 7.75 miles of drains, replaced 4 timber bridges, 
repaired 2 timber bridges and installed 2 steel culverts at a total 
cost of $ 16,395. 

In 1956. in addition to a maintenance program, the province 
and the municipalities expended $27,779 on reconstruction of the 
Grassmere-Colony Creek drainage system. In 1962 the 
Provincial and Federal Governments signed the Agricultural 
Rural Development Agreement (ARDA). The objective of the 
Agreement was to provide government funds to assist rural 
people in development of the rural communities. 

Under the Agreement provision was made to permit up to 
50 ck of the total funds to be expended on soil and water 
conservation. One of the early drainage projects under the 
Agreement was the reconstruction of the Grassmere drain from 
the east boundary of Section 26-12-2E north westerly through the 
RM of Rosser to the north boundary of 34-12-2E. The distance 
covered by this project was 9 miles and the cost was shared: one
third by the municipality and the City of Winnipeg and one-third 
each by the federal and provincial governments. 

In 1964. the Manitoba Commission on local government 
organizations and finance presented its report. One of the 
underlying principles of the report was that there should be a 
clear distinction between the responsibilities of the province and 
municipalities: the municipalities should bear the full cost of the 
direct services and the province should assume the cost where 
services proved a wider provincial concept. In 1966 the province 
investigated such a system, in respect to drainage services, and 
adopted the Provincial Waterway System. 

The criteria for the declaration of the System is on the 
designation of drains: the first and second order drains being in 
the upper portion of the watershed and the responsibility of the 
municipalities and the third and higher order being in the lower 
reaches and the responsibility of the province. In the majority of 
situations. the third order and higher drains serve more than one 
municipality. As a result of this change of policy the grant 
system of providing assistance to municipalities and drainage 
maintenance district was terminated. The boards of the districts 
were subsequently abolished by an Order-in-Council. 

In order to implement the waterway systems the Water 
Resources Branch commenced a program to designate the order 
for drains and waterways in the province. The province was 
divided into 114 watersheds (two of which are in the RM of 
Rosser) the waterways were designated and provincial waterways 
identified. All of the watersheds were reviewed with the affected 
municipalities, following which plans were approved by an 
Order-in-Council. In total there are 4,345 kilometres of 
provincial waterways and 24,660 kilometres of municipal 
waterways in the Province of Manitoba. 

In the 1965-66 fiscal year. the Provincial Waterway System 
was initiated. The Province assumed the responsibility of the 
continued construction of the Grassmere drains, from Provincial 
Waterway NO.7 upstream to the junction with the east branch of 
the RM of Rockwood which diverted Colony Creek into the 
Grassmere drain. 
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In the following year, 1966-67, the Colony Creek diversion, 
known as the Hutton Drain, was constructed under the ARDA 
program east of Section 23 and 26 and through 25-1 I-I E and 
reconstruction of Sturgeon Creek drain south through 24-1 I-I E. 

On May 6, 1967 an agreement under the special Fund for 
Rural Economic Development (FRED) program was signed 
between the provincial and federal governments. The objective of 
the agreement was to provide funding for drainage and 
agricultural flood control on the drainage system in the Interlake 
region during the period 1967-1975. 

In 1967-68, under the FRED agreement, 6-3/4 miles of the 
main Sturgeon Creek channel from south of 24-11-1 E to west of 
18-11-1 E were reconstructed and II miles of the centre Colony 
Creek from south of 36-1 I-I E to the southwest of 1-13-1 W were 
reconstructed. 

In 1968-69, 9 miles of a total programmed 13-1/4 miles of 
Sturgeon Creek from Section 23-1 I-I W to north of 33-12-1 W 
were constructed. Ten treated timber bridges. including one on 
provincial road 221, were constructed. In 1969-70 channel 
reconstruction. on 13-1/4 miles of Sturgeon Creek, to Grant's 
Lake was completed. At Grant's Lake two concrete structures 
with stoplog control for regulating water levels were constructed 
and a 3/4 mile dyke was constructed on the south side of the lake. 
In 1970-71, 5 miles of channel, on the east branch of Sturgeon 
Creek, from Grant's Lake to provincial road 227 north of 
20-13-IW were reconstructed. On the west branch 4 1/2 miles of 
channel were reconstructed from NE 31-12-1 W to north of 
12-13-2W and from north of 1-13-2W to NW 10-13-2W. In 
1971-72 final cleanup and seeding was completed on this section 
and an additional 2 1/2 miles on the west branch was 
reconstructed and completed in 1973. The total cost of 
improvements to the Sturgeon Creek System from 1967 to 1973 
was $1 ASS ,092. 

In summary, since the incorporation of the RM of Rosser in 
1893, drainage of farm lands has been carried out on a continuing 
basis. Drains have been constructed, reconstructed and 
maintained in the main watersheds mentioned earlier. In the 
western portion of the municipality, municipal drains have also 
been constructed and tied into the Elkers drain and Second Creek 
drainage system in the RM of St. Francois-Xavier. These drains 
also carry water from the RM of Woodlands. 

Drainage agreements between the RM of Rosser and the RM 
of St. Francois-Xavier cover shared costs of maintenance on the 
Second Creek and Fourth Creek drains. A drainage agreement 
with the RM of Woodlands is presently being nego.tiated for 
maintenance costs of Elkers drain. Second Creek drain and the 
extension of Meadows drain. 

During earlier years many wooden bridges were constructed 
over the municipal drains. Now, almost all have been replaced by 
galvanized steel, round or arch type culverts which are far less 
costly to install and maintain. 

Due to the low gradient of most drains in the municipality, 
water is slow to drain off agricultural land from lower areas. 
Maintenance is constant so that the flow of water is not impeded 
more than necessary. 

Acknowledgement: This il!lormation was compiled hy ThOll/as 
E. Weher, formerly with Water Resources Branch, Prol'ince (il 
Manito/Ja. 
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Walkillg dredge LlsedJi,r draill cOllslmclioll ill Ihe Ime ISO!),s alld early 1900's 

Elemlillg grader Llsedji,,' draill cOllslmclioll ill Ihe carly 1900's 

GEOLOGICAL STRUCTURE 

The earliest form of land utilization recorded during historic 
times in this area may be classed as natural land use under a 
wildlife regime, designated by the Saulteaux. Cree. Assiniboinc 
and Sioux Tribes. Active agricultural land settlement took place 
in the years immediately following the inauguration of thc 
Province of Manitoba in 1870. When the province was formed. 
the system of land survey was a quadrilateral system in which 
townships of 6 by 6 miles were subdivided into 36 sections of 
640 acres each. The land in the RM of Rosser is practically all 
used as farm land. 

The local surface geology is of special interest because 
dynamic geological processes have been responsible for marked 
textural variations into the parent material of respective soils. As 
the result of glaciation during the Pleistocene period. the entire 
area was covered by glacial drift or border till. The border till 
deposits range in thickness from less than 20 to over 200 feet. 

From the time of the melting back of the ice in the Pleistocene 
period to the beginning of soitformation of the existing soil. the 
glacial drift was modified by geological agencies other than ice. 
and the work of the agencies produced several distinct textural 
types of parent soil material. 

The RM of Rosser is entirely within the border of the glacial 
Lake Agassiz which covered the Manitoba lowlands. Local types 



of surface deposits, such as the accumulation of structural sand 
and gravel in the form of linear beach ridges are indications of 
the retreat of the lake waters. 

The landscape area is a flat expanse with the outstanding 
feature being the broad flat area of terrain. Since settlement. an 
extensive system of drainage ditches has been responsible for 
reclamation of wet meadow area. At the present time these 
ditches and their respective banks are a noticeable feature of the 
landscape. 

The native vegetation of the clay plain originally consisted of 
tall prairie grass, meadow-prairie grass and meadow grass 
association which correspond with the varying degrees of natural 
drainage. Oak and aspen with an undergrowth of snow berry, -
hazel and dogwood commonly occur in the better drained sites. 
Shrubs such as saskatoons, chokecherry, and nanny berry are also 
common. Since settlement, agricultural crops have replaced most 
of the original vegetative cover except on some of the poorly 
drained meadow soils and also along the railway's right of way. 

The Municipality is in the black-earth soil zone with well 
drained black earth soils and their associates - Meadow, 
Alkalized, Salinized and Black-earth-Meadow soils - also 
occurring in the intermediately drained sites. These soils are all 
associated with Red River Clay and their common characteristic 
is the fine texture of the parent clay. There is a gradient of one 
foot to a mile from the western margin to the Red River Channel. 
The Red River Clay soils are generally utilized for grain 
production due in part to the adaptability of these soils to 
mechanized arable culture and their high productivity. The saline 
soils in the west of the municipality are due to poor drainage and 
soils which have been carried in by run-off waters from higher 
elevations where considerable salinity is concentrated. These 
poorly drained soils are variable in productivity due to their 
variable degree of salinity. 
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or 

TOWNSIIIP IJ. h'AIVGE I, WEJT 

MA'/IITOBA 

TOWNSHIP 11.1 W - SURVEYOR'S FIELD 
NOTES* 

After the period June 4 to July 6, 1872 James Warren, Deputy 
Surveyor, submitted a very short report on this township: 

"This Township is al! open Inel Prairie and the land gently 
slopes to the South and South East. The soil is dark clay loam 
very deep and rich and weI! adapted for fanning purpo.;·es. No 
stone are to he seen and no tim her grows on the part slll"\"eyed. 
This Township is \'ery dry scarcely any wet land and very fell' 
haylands. " 

To him who in the love of Nature holds 
Communion with her visible forms, she 

speaks 

"There are no running streams of water hut we had no 
difficulty in getting water hy digging - and the water was good 
and freefrom any hrackish taste." 

A various language. 

WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT 

*These Surveyor's Field Notes were transcrihedfrom micro/ilm 
records provided hy C.F. Holm, Surveys and Mapping Branch, 
Province ofManitoha. 
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TOWNSHIP 11, RANGE lW 

Section 13 
NW 1/4 - L.S. 14 
1893 - Inkster. Mary 
1945 - Regnier, Leopold and Bruno 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holding Co. 
NE 1/4 
1893 - Smith. W. 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holding Co. 

Section 23 
E 112 of NE 1/4 
1893 - Hay, Charles 

1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holding Co. 
W 1/2 of NE 1/4 
1893 - Hay. Charles 
1945 - Regnier, Wilfred 
1992 - Regnier, Wilfred 
LS. 8 and L.S. 15 
1893 - Hay. Charles 
1945 - Regnier, Leopold and Bruno 
1992 - Regnier. Wilfred 

Section 24 
NW 1/4 
1893 - Hay. Charles 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holding Co. 
NE 114 
1893 - Hay, Charles 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holding Co. 
SE 1/4, N 1/2 
1893 - Hay. Charles 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holding Co. 
SE 1/4, S 1/2 
1893 - Smith, W. 

1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holding Co. 
SW 1/4 
1893 - Inkster, Mary 

1945 - Regnier, Leopold and Bruno 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holding Co. 

Section 25 
N 1/2 NW 1/4 
1893 - O'Donnell. Patrick J. 
1945 - Minaker, Earl F. 

1992 - Minaker. Earl and Edith 
15 acres of S 1/2 NW 1/4 
1893 - Hay, Charles 
1945 - Minaker. Frank 
1992 - Minaker, Earl 
S 112 NW 1/4 (portion) 
1893 - Hay, Charles 
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TAX ROLLS 
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ROSSER 

YEARS OF 1893 - 1945 - 1992 

1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holding Co. 
SW 1/4 
1893 - Hay, Charles 

1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holding Co. 
S 1/2 NE 1/4 
1893 - McLenaghen, James 
1945 - Minaker. Gerald C. 
1992 - Minaker. George B. 
N 1/2 NE 1/4 
1893 - Blyth. John 
1945 - Minaker. Frank 
1992 - Minaker. Earl and Edith 
SE 1/4 
1893 - McLenaghen, James 
1945 - Minaker, Gerald C. 
1992 - Minaker, George B. 

Section 26 
NW 1/4 
1893 - Hudson' s Bay Co. 

1945 - Argue Brothers 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holding Co. 
NE 114 
1893 - Hudson's Bay Co. 
1945 - Argue Brothers 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holding Co. 
SW 1/4 (L.S.D. #3,5,6) 
1893 - Hudson's Bay Co. 
1945 - Argue Brothers 

1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holding Co. 
SE 1/4 
1893 - Hudson's Bay Co. 
1945 - Argue Brothers 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holding Co. 

Section 27 
NE 1/4 (L.S.D. #9, 15, 16) 
1893 - Allan, George W. 
1945 - Stratton. Dr. D.P. 

1992 - Minaker. Gerald E" Frank 
R. & George B. 

Section 33 
NE 1/4 (L.S.D. #9, 15, 16) 
1893 - Grant. J .R. 
1945 - Whyte, RJ. & H.W. 

1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holding Co. 

Section 34 
NW 1/4 
1893 - Schultz, Lady Agnes 
1945 - Blair, OJ. 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holding Co. 
NE 1/4 
1893 - Finnesty, H.H. 
1945 - Cross, John 

1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holding Co. 

N 1/2 SW 1/4 
1893 - Schultz, Lady Agnes 
1945 - Blair, OJ. 

1992 - Minaker, Gerald E" Frank 
R. & George B. 
S 1/2 SW 1/4 (L.S,D, #3) 
1893 - Schultz, Lady Agnes 
1945 - Stratton. Dr. D.P. 

1992 - Minaker. Gerald E" Frank 
R. & George B. 
S 1/2 SE 1/4 (L.S.D. #1, 2) 
1893 - Finnesty. H.H. 
1945 - Stratton. Dr. D.P. 
1992 - Minaker, Gerald E., Frank 

R. & George B. 
N 1/2 SE 1/4 
1893 - Finnesty, H.H. 
1945 - Cross, John 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holding Co. 

Section 35 
NW 1/4 
1893 - Will. W.R. 
1945 - Cross. John 
1992 - Tomatin Farms & Martens, 
Henry & Susan 
NE 1/4 
1893 - Blyth. John 
1945 - McDonald, Ed 
1992 - Tomatin Farms Ltd. and 
Penner, James & Gloria 

E 1/2 SW 1/4 
1893 - Nanton, A.M. (E 1/2) 

1945 - Cross. John 
1992 - Tomatin Farms Ltd. 
W 1/2 SW 1/4 
1893 - WiILW.R. 
1945 - Cross, John 
1992 - Tomatin Farms Ltd. 

SE 1/4 
1893 - Nanton, A.M. 
1945 - Cross. John 
1992 - Tomatin Farms Ltd. 

Section 36 
W 1/2 NW 1/4 
1893 - Blyth. John 
1945 - Beachell. Mrs. A.W. 
1992 - Corbett. Fred & Heather 
E 1/2 NW 1/4 
1893 - Close, P.G. 
1945 - Blair. Joseph 
1992 - Corbett, Fred 

NE 1/4 
1893 - Close. P.G. 
1945 - Blair. Joseph 
1992 - Corbett, Fred 
SW 1/4 
1893 - 0' Donnell, Patrick J. 

1945 - Minaker, Earl 

1992 - Minaker, Earl and Edith 
SE 1/4 
1893 - Blyth, John 

1945 - Minaker. Frank 

1992 - Minaker. Earl and Edith 
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TOWNSHIP 12.1 W - SURVEYOR'S FIELD 
NOTES* 

/ 

This township, along with XII.2W, were surveyed in June, 
1872. The Deputy Surveyor was James Warren. His report on 
I W was submitted as follows: 

"This Township is nearly all open Prairie. gently sloping to 
the South. There is no timber on it except a few small Poplar 
Bluff~ on Sections 23,24,25 and 36 hut the timher is 1'ery small. 
There are a few hay swamps, and the one on and near the 
Northerly limit of the Township is large and good. There are no 
running streams of water, bllt I think water could be got h)' 
digging at not great depth. 

"The soil is very rich, heing dark cla.v loam and is well 
adapted for Agricllltllral purposes on Section 2. There are a 
good many stones which could he llsedfor huilding pllrposes bllt 
there are no lime stone to be seen." 

*These Surveyor's Field Notes were transcribed Ji'0/1/ microfilm 
records provided by GP. Holm. Sllrveys and Mapping Branch. 
Province of Manitoba. 

TOWNSHIP 12, RANGE 1 W 

Section 1 
SE 114 
1893 - Nagy. G.G. 
1945 - Province of Manitoba 
1992 - Holtmann & Sons Ltd. 
E 1I2 SW 114 
1893 - Nagy. G.G. 
1945 - Province of Manitoba 
1992 - Holtmann & Sons Ltd. 
W 112 SW 114 
1893 - Phillips. R. 
1945 - Mulligan. Clarence 
1992 - Mulligan. Clara 
NW 114 
1893 - Bannatyne. A. & McTavish. 
M.M. 
1945 - Mulligan. Clarence 
1992 - Mulligan. Clara 

NE 114 
1893 - Bannatyne. Annie 
1945 - Holtmann, H. 
1992 - Holtmann. T.R and 
Holtmann & Sons Ltd. 

Section 2 
SE 114 
1893 - Phillips. R. 
1945 - Otto. Jonathon L. 
1992 - Mulligan. Ken 
SW 114 
1893 - Bannatyne. Annie 
1945 - Blair. William J. 
1992 - Mulligan. Ken; Her Majesty 
the Queen and Rothwell. Neil & 
Esther 
NE 114 
1893 - McTavish. M.M. 
1945 - MUlligan. Ken 
1992 - Mulligan. Ken & Sharon 

Section 3 
SE 114 
1893 - Bannatyne. Annie & 
Schultz. Lady Agnes 
1945 - Blair. William 
1992 - Corbett. Fred & Heather; 

Blair. Albert & Patricia 
SW 114 
1893 - Schultz. Lady Agnes 
1945 - Blair. William 
1992 - Corbett, Fred & Heather 

NW 114 
1893 - Ross. J .R. 
1945 - McKerchar. Alex 
1992 - Blair. Albert 
W 112 NE 114 
1893 - Ross. J .R. 
1945 - McKerchar. Alex 
1992 - Blair. Albert 
E 112 NE 114 
1893 - Bannatyne, Annie 
1945 - Blair. William J. 

1992 - Blair. Alben 

Section 4 
SE 114 
1893 - Banning. G.E. 
1945 - Whyte. RJ. & H.W. 

1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
E 1I2 SW 114 
1893 Banning. G.E. 
1945 - Whyte. RJ. & H.W. 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
W 112 SW 114 (L.S.D. #5) 
1893 - Peterson. M.G. 

1945 - Brown. Jake P. 
1992 - Yoth. George Henry 
W 112 NW 114 
1893 - Peterson. M.G. 
1945 - Brown. Jake P. 
1992 - Yoth. George. Henry 
E 112 NW 114 
1893 - Peterson. M.G. 
1945 - Hughes. Charlotte 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
NE 1/4 
1893 - McTavish. Florence 
1945 - Hughes. Charlotte 

1992 Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
and Beaton. Bruce & Terry 

Section 5 
E 1I2 NE 1/4 
1893 - Peterson. M.G. 
1945 - Brown. Jake P. 

1992 - Y oth. George Henry 
W 1I2 NE 1I4 (L.S.D. #15) 
1893 - Peterson. M.G. 
1945 - Brown. Jake P. 

1992 - Yoth. George Henry 

Section 7 
E 112 SE 1/4 (L.S.D. #8) 
1893 - Grant. Allen 
1945 - Yoth. Jacob 

1992 - Yoth. Peter J. & Margaret 
E 112 NW 114 (L.S.D. #14) 
1893 - Grant. Allen 
1945 - Y oth. Jacob 
1992 - Yoth. Peter J. & Margaret 
NE 114 
1893 - Grant. Allen 
1945 - Y oth. Jacob 
1992 - Y oth. Peter J. & Margaret 

Section 8 (all of it) 
1893 - Hudson's Bay Co. 
1945 - Yoth. Jacob 
1992 - Yoth. John & Louise 

NE 114 
1893 - Hudson's Bay Co. 
1945 - Y oth, Jacob 

1992 - Braun. Harry & Liese 
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Section 9 
SE 114 

1893 - Barber, Harriet J. 
1945 - Melvin, James 

1992 - Friesen, Irwin & Margaret 
SW 114 
1893 - Caldwell, J .F. 
1945 - Myskiew, Michael 

1992 - Friesen, Irwin & Margaret 
S 112 NW 114 
1893 - Caldwell, J.F. 
1945 - Myskiew, Michael 
1992 - Friesen, Irwin & Margaret 
N 112 NW 114 
1893 - Burke, William 
1945 - Melvin, Jas. 
1992 - Friesen, Irwin & Margaret 

S 112 NE 114 
1893 - Barber, Harriet J. 
1945 - Melvin, James 
1992 - Friesen, Irwin & Margaret 
N 112 NE 114 
1893 - Gagnon, J.D. 
1945 - Montgomery, William D. 
1992 - Friesen, Irwin & Margaret 

Section 10 
SE 114 
1893 - Richardson, James 

N pt of W 112 
1893 - School 
1945 - Canadian Pacific Railway 
1992 - Voth, Jacob Harold 

Section 12 
SE 114 
1893 - Allen, G.W. 
1945 - Keenan, Mrs. L. Idella 
1992 - Roshwald, M. & M 
SW 114 
1893 - Archibald, James 
1945 - Mulligan, Ken 
1992 - Mulligan, Ken & Dennis E. 
S 112 NW 114 
1893 - Archibald, James 
1945 - Mulligan, Ken 
1992 - Mulligan, Ken & Sharon 
N 112 NW 114 
1893 - Bruce, Donald 
1945 - Howe, F.E. 

1992 - Koch-Schulte. Catarina 
S 112 NE 114 
1893 - Allen, G.W. 
1945 - Keenan, Mrs. L. Idella 
1992 - Dennis, Wilfred & Richard 
N 112 NE 114 
1893 - Allen, G.W. 
1945 - Howe, F.E. 

1945 - Minaker, Glen 
1992 - Koch-Schulte, Catarina 

1992 - Sekundiak, A. & Catherine; 
Sifert, Fred 

SW 114 
1893 - Bannerman, A.J. 
1945 - Blair, Dave 
1992 - Blair, Evelyn; and 
Howelko, Deborah 

S 112 NW 114 
1893 - Bannerman, A.J. 
1945 - Blair, Dave 
1992 - Blair, Evelyn 
N 112 NW 114 
1893 - Duncan, Reverend P.M. 
1945 - Manitoba Farm Loans 
1992 - Thiessen, Larry & Esther 
S 112 NE 114 
1893 - Richardson, James 
1945 - Minaker, Glen 
1992 - Thiessen, Larry & Esther 
N 112 NE 114 
1893 - Man.Mortgage & 
Investment Co. 
1945 - Manitoba Farm Loans 
1992 - Krokosh, Walter & Livina 

Section 11 
SE 114 & NE 114 
1893 - School- 1907-Beachell, P. 

Section 13 
SE 114 
1893 - Allen, G.W. 
1945 - Howe, F.E. 
1992 - Blue Diamond Farms Ltd. 
NE 114 
1893 - Mitchell, H.E. 
1945 - Childerhose, Mrs. Mabel 
1992 - Koch-Schulte F.&A.; and 
Banias, A&G. 
SW 114 
1893 - Bruce, Donald 
1945 - Howe, F.E. 
1992 - Koch-Schulte, Angela 
NW 114 
1893 - Clements, George Jr. 
1945 - Howe, Floyd E. 
1992 - Koch-Schulte, Angela & 
Frank 

Section 14 
SE 1/4 
1893 - Croy, G. 
1945 - McKerchar, F. 
1992 - Lange, Fred & Olga 
SW 114 

1945 - Beachell, Kathleen 1893 - Mcintyre, Alex 
1992 - Beachell, Percy 1945 - Manitoba Farm Loans 
SW 114 & NW 114 1992 - Voth, Jacob Harold & Judy 
1893 - School - 1907-Biggar, J.H. S 112 NW 114 
1945 - Blair, David 1. 1893 - Mcintyre, Alex 
1992 - Friesen, Henry & Margaret; 1945 - Manitoba Farm Loans 
and Beachell, Percy 1992 - Voth, Jacob Harold & Judy 
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N 112 NW 114 
1893 - McCulloch & Goldie 
1945 - Fife, William A. 
1992 - Childerhose, R.R. 

NE 114 
1893 - McDonald, A.R. & Croy, G. 
1945 - McKerchar, F. 
1992 - Lange, Fred & Olga 

Section 15 
SE 114 
1893 - Man. Mortgage & 
Investment 
1945 - Manitoba Farm Loans 
1992 - Thiessen, Larry & Esther 

SW 114 
1893 - Duncan, Reverend P.M. 
1945 - Manitoba Farm Loans 
1992 - Thiessen, Larry & Esther 

NW 114 
1893 - Chapman, G.T. 
1945 - Carscallen, Mrs. S.J. 
1992 - Childerhose, Ron 

NE 114 
1893 - McCulloch & Goldic 
1945 - Fife, William A. 
1992 - Friesen, Marie-Anne 

Section 16 
SE 114 
1893 - Gagnon, J.D. 
1945 - Montgomery, William D. 
1992 - Friesen, Irwin 

SW 114 
1893 - Bourke, William Sr. 
1945 - Voth, Jacob 
1992 - Voth, Jacob H. & Judy 

NW 114 
1893 - Watt, WL 
1945 - Voth, Jacob 
1992 - Voth, Jacob H. & Judy 
W 112 NE 114 
1893 - Watt, W.L. 
1945 - Voth, Jacob 
1992 - Voth, Jacob H. & Judy 

E 112 NE 114 
1893 - Chapman, G.T. 
1945 - Carscallen, Mrs. S.J. 
1992 - Childerhose, Ron 

Section 17 
E 112 SE 114 
1893 - Hardie, Alfred 
1945 - Voth,Jacob 
1992 - Braun, Harry & Liese; and 

Braun, Eric & Joanne 
W 112 SE 114 
1893 - MacGregor, D. 
1945 - Marshall, J.W. 
1992 - Braun, Ernest 

SW 114 
1893 - MacGregor, D. 
1945 - Marshall, J.W. 
1992 - Braun, Ernest 

NW 114 

1893 - Merchants Bank 
1945 - Muir, Mrs. K. 

1992 - Braun, Edward & Aileen 
NE 114 

1893 - Hardie, Alfred 
1945 - Braun, Mrs. Susanna 

1992 - Braun, Harry & Liese 

Section 18 
SE 114 

1893 - Canada Perm.Loan & 
Savings Co. and Schultz, Lady 
Agnes 
1945 - Voth, Jacob 

1992 - Kirk, William; and Voth, 
Peter and Margaret 
SW 114 
1893 - Canada Perm.Loan & 
Savings 
1945 - Voth, Jacob 
1992 - Kirk, William 
NW 114 
1893 - Shaw, E.J. 
1945 - Kirk, Andrew 
1992 - Kirk, William 
NW 114 (portion) 
1893 - Shaw, E.J. 
1945 - Voth, Jacob 
1992 - Kirk, William 
NE 114 
1893 - Schultz, Lady Agnes 
1945 - Kirk, Andrew 
1992 - Kirk, William 
NE 114 (portion) 
1893 - Schultz, Lady Agnes 
1945 - Voth, Jacob 
1992 - Kirk, William 

Section 19 
SE 114 
1893 - Proudfoot, Fred 
1945 - Hunter, Andrew 
1992 - Kirk, William 
SE 114 (portion) 
1893 - Proudfoot, Fred 
1945 - Hagborg, Victor 
1992 - Rock Lake Holding Co. 

SW 114 
1893 - Ogilvie, W.W. & J. 

1945 - Hunter, Andrew 
1992 - Kirk, William 
SW 114 (portion) 
1893 - Ogilvie, W.W. & J. 
1945 - Paterson, N .M. & Co. 
1992 - Simonson, Gary 
S 112 NW 1/4 (portion) 
1893 - Oglivie, W.W. & J. 
1945 - Hagborg, Victor 
1992 - Meadows Community Club; 

Cramm G.; and McBride, Ken 
S 112 NW 114 (portion) 
1893 - Ogilvie, W.W. & J. 
1945 - Herring, J. 



1992 - Cramm, G. 

S 112 NW 114 (portion) 
1893 - Ogilvie, W.W. & J. 

1945 - Pickell, Dr. A.D. 
1992 -

N 112 NW 114 
1893 - Buck, Annisson 

1945 - Filbow, Girsh 

1992 - Rock Lake Holdings 

S 112 NE 114 
1893 - Proudfoot, Fred 
1945 - Hagborg, Victor 

1992 - Rock Lake Holdings 

N 112 NE 114 
1893 - Bremner, J.D. 

1945 - Hagborg, Victor 

1992 - Glenn, Gerald & Yvonne 

Section 20 
SE 114 
1893 - Ferguson,C.L.&Sinclair, D. 

1945 - Reimer, John 

1992 - Reimer, Paul 

S 112 SW 114 
1893 - Merchants Bank 

1945 - Muir. Mrs. K. 
1992 - Braun, Edward & Aileen 

N 112 SW 114 
1893 - Duncan, Ross 

1945 - Atkinson, William 

1992 - Rock Lake Holding Co. 

NW 114 
1893 - Todd, Jessie R. 
1945 - Atkinson, William 

1992 - Rock Lake Holding Co.: 
Burla Don & Jean: and Oelkcrs, 

John 
NE 1/4 
1893 - Ferguson, C. 

1945 Reimer. John 
1992 - Reimer. Paul 

Section 21 
SE 114 
1893 - Ogilvie, W.W. & J. 

1945 - Braun, Jacob 

1992 - Braun, Jacob 

SW 114 
1893 - Sinclair. Duncan 
1945 - Braun, Isaac 

1992 - Braun. Ron & Ann 
NW 114 
1893 - McGregor, D. 
1945 - Braun, Isaac 

1992 - Braun, Ron & Ann 

S 112 NE 114 
1893 - Ogilvie, W.W. & J. 

1945 - Braun, Jacob 

1992 - Braun, Jacob 

N 112 NE 114 
1893 - McLean, Margaret 
1945 - Pressman, H. 

1992 - Braun, Ron 

Section 22 
SE 114 
1893 - Man.Mortgage & 

Investment 
1945 - Childerhose, W.R. 

1992 - Childerhose. Ron 

SW 114 
1893 - Bourke, William J r. 

1945 - Massey, Henry 

1992 - Voth, George 

S 112 NW 114 
1893 - Bourke, William Jr. 

1945 - Massey, Henry 
1992 - Voth, George 

N 1/2 NW 1/4 
1893 - Patterson, Margaret 

1945 - Kniazansky, A. 

1992 - Lehenbauer, Erich 

N 112 NE 1/4 
1893 - Patterson, Margaret 

1945 - Kniazansky. A. 

1992 Lehenbaurer. Erich 

S 1/2 NE 1/4 
1893 - Man. Mortgage & 
Investment 
1945 - Childerhose, W.R. 

1992 - Childerhose, Ron 

Section 23 

SE 114 
1893 - McDonald, A.R. 

1945 - Minaker. Walter 
1992 - Ostafichuk, Paul 

SW 114 
1893 - North British&Canada 

Mortgage 1945 Hannah, H.H. 
1992 - Lehenbauer, Erich 

N 1/2 NW 114 
1893 - North British & Canada 

Mortgage 
1945 - Minaker, Walter 

1992 - Lehenbauer, Erich 

S 1/2 NW 1/4 
1893 - Kellet. Robert 

1945 - Minaker. Walter 

1992 - Lehenbauer. Erich 

NE 114 
1893 - Kellett, Robert 

1945 - Minaker. Walter 

1992 - Lehenbauer. Erich 

Section 24 
S 1/2 SE 114 
1893 - Mitchell, H.E. 

1945 - Brown & Rutherford 

1992 - Nolting, Heinrich 

N 112 SE 1/4 
1893 - Rippington, J.W. 
1945 - Brown & Rutherford 

1992 - Nolting, Heinrich 

N 112 SW 114 
1893 - Clements, G. 

1945 - Brown & Rutherford 

1992 - Lehenbauer, Erich 

N 1I2 SW 1/4 
1893 - Ross, Jemima 

1945 - Brown & Rutherford 

1992 - Lehenbauer, Erich 
NW 1/4 
1893 - Ross, Jemima 

1945 - Brown & Rutherford 

1992 - Lehenbauer, Erich 

NE 114 
1893 - Rippington, J.W. 

1945 - Brown & Rutherford 

1992 - Nolting, Heinrich 

Section 25 
SE 114 
1893 - Baker. Samuel J r. 
1945 - Binnie, David 

1992 - Clarke, Robert & Dorothy: 

Bourgouin, George & Alice: and 

R.M. of Rosser 

SW 114 
1893 - James, W.J.T. 

1945 - Hayles, Charles 

1992 - Lange, Leo 

NW 1I4 
1893 - James, W.J.T. 

1945 - Hayles. Charles 
1992 - Lange, Leo 

W 1/2 of S 1I2 of NE 1I4 
1893 - Baker, Samuel Jr. 

1945 - Binnie, David 

1992 - Lange, Leo 

NW 114 
1893 - Hudson's Bay Co. 
1945 - Bain, D.H. 

1992 - Friesen, Peter & Susie 
NE 1I4 E 1/2 
1893 - Winsor, W.J.B. 
1945 - Bain, D.H. 

1992 - Lehenbauer, Erich 

NE 114 W 112 
1893 - Winsor. W.J.B. 

1945 - Bain, D.H. 
1992 - Friesen, Peter & Susie 

Section 27 
S 1I2 SE 114 
1893 - McDonnell, Alex Estate of 

1945 - Pressman, H. 
1992 - Johnson, Walter & Margaret 

S 1I2 SW 114 
1893 - McDonnelL Alex Estate of 

1945 - Pressman, H. 

1992 - Friesen, Paul & Irene 

N 112 SE 1I4 
1893 - McDonnell, Alex Estate of 

1945 - Klein, M. 

1992 - Friesen. Lydia 
N 1/2 SW 1I4 
1893 - McDonnelL Alex Estate of 
1945 - Klein, M. 

1992 - L.S.# 5, Lindsay, Ron & 

Sawyer, Joan: and Johnson, Walter 

& Margaret 
E 1/2 of S 1/2 of NE 1I4 (L.S.I) #<)) N 1I2 NW 1/4 
1893 - Baker, Samuel Jr. 
1945 - Clark, H. 
1992 - Clarke, G. & R. 

N 112 NE 1I4 
1893 - Bain, James 
1945 - Bain, B. & E. 

1992 - Nichol, Donald: and Unger. 

Roy and Gail 

Section 26 
SE 114 
1893 - Clements, George 

1945 - Barry, R.R. 

1992 - Minaker, James: and 

Shabaga, Mark and Vern 

SW 114 (portion) 
1893 - McDonnelL Alex & Willie 

1945 - Pressman, H. 

1992 - Lehenbauer. Erich 

SW 1I4 (portion) 
1893 - McDonnelL Alex & Willie 

1945 - Cohen, Sarah 
1992 - Lehenbauer, Erich 

SW 114 (portion) 
1893 - McDonnelL Alex & Willie 

1945 - Klein, M. 

1992 - Lehenbauer. Erich 

SW 114 (portion) 
1893 - McDonnell, Alex & Willie 

1945 - Pressman, H. 
1992 - Braun, Dorothy & Noble 

Lori: and Gower, Norman & Lois 

1893 - McGregor. D. 
1945 - Gjertson, Helen 

1992 - Duck's Unlimited 

S 112 NW 114 
1893 - McGregor, D. 
1945 - Gjertson, Helen 

1992 - Grant's Lake Wildlife 

NE 114 
1893 - North British&Canada 

Mortgage 
1945 - Hannah, H.H. 

1992 - Futros, Steve 

Section 28 

SE 114 
1893 - McDonnelL Alex Estate of 

1945 - Toutant. C.E. 
1992 - Braun, Ron 

S 1/2 SW 114 
1893 - McGregor. D. 

1945 - Braun, Isaac 

1992 - Braun, Ron 

N 1I2 SW 114 
1893 - McKay, IsabellaJ. 

1945 - McLeod, Mrs. A. Estate of 

1992 - Braun, Ron 

NW 114 
1893 - McKay, Isabella J. 
1945 - McLeod, Mrs. A. Estate of 

1992 - Braun, Ron and Grant's 

Lake 
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;\IE 1/4 
I X93 - Stewart, C. 
1945 - Pressman, Morris 
1992 - Braun, Ron and Grant's 
Lake 

Section 29 
SE 114 
I X93 - School land 
1945 - Reimer, J. 
1992 - Reimer. Paul 
SW 114 
I X93 - School land 
1945 - Reimer. J. 
1992 - Reimer. Paul 
NW 1/4 
I X93 - School land 
1945 - Carlson, Arthur 
1992 - Schuler. Beate Maria 
NE 114 
I X93 - School land 
1945 - Carlson, Arthur 
1992 - Schuler, Beate Maria 

Section 30 
W 112 SE 1/4 
IX93 - Bremner. J.D. 
1945 - Hagborg. Victor 
1992 - Schuler. Bcate Maria 
E 1I2 SE 1I4 
IX93 - Bremner. J.D. 
1945 - Hagborg, Victor 
1992 - Mallard Acres 
SW 1/4 
I X93 - Buck. Annisson 
1945 - Filbow. Girsh 
1992 - McLeod. Murray & Shirley 
NW 114 
I X93 - Scottish, Manitoba & 
Northwest Loan Co. 
1945 - Carlson, Mrs. J. 
1992 - Schuler, Beate Maria 
E 1/2 NE 1/4 
I X93 - Graham, James 
1945 - Hagborg, Victor 
1992 - Mallard Acres 
W 1I2 NE 1/4 
IX93 - Graham, James 
1945 - Hagborg, Victor 
1992 - Schuler, Beate Maria 

Section 31 
S 112 SE 1I4 

I X93 - Forbes. Archibald 
1945 - Hagborg. Victor 
19l)2 - Mallard Acres 
N 112 SE 114 
I X93 - Archibald, James 
1945 - Hagborg, Harry 
19l)2 - Mallard Acrcs 
S 112 SW 114 
I X93 - Scottish, Manitoba & 
Northwest Loan Co. 
1945 - Carlson, Mrs. J. 
1992 - Schuler, Beate Maria 
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N 112 SW 1I4 

I X93 - Dean & Chaplin of SI. 
John's Cathedral 
1945 - Hagborg, Clarence 
1992 - Boonstra, Carl & Bert 
NW 1I4 
I X93 - Dean & Chaplin of SI. 
John's Cathedral 
1945 - Hagborg. Clarence 
1992 - Boonstra, Carl & Bert: and 
Boonstra. Henny 
NE 1I4 
IX93 - Archibald. James 
1945 - Hagborg. Harry 
1992 - Mallard Acres 

Section 32 
S 112 SE 114 
I X93 - Bremner, Elizabeth 
1945 - Hagborg. Andrew 
1992 - Mallard Acres 
N 112 SE 114 
IX93 - Mitchell. H.E. 
1945 - McDonald. C.A. & G.L. 
1992 - Mallard Acres 
S l!2 SW 1I4 
I X93 - Bremner. Elizabeth 
1945 - Hagborg. Andrew 
1992 Mallard Acres 
N 1/2 SW 1/4 
I X93 - Shephard. B. 
1945 - Hagborg. Harry 
1992 - Mallard Acres 
NW 114 
I X93 - Shephard. B. 
1945 - Hagborg. Harry 
1992 - Mallard Acres 
NE 1/4 
I X93 - Mitchell. H.E. 
1945 - McDonald, C.A. & G.L. 
1992 - Mallard Acres 

Section 33 
S 1I2 SE 1/4 
I X93 - Stewart. C. 
1945 - Bain. 0.1-1. 
1992 - Ducks Unlimited 
N 112 SE 1I4 
I X93 - McGregor, D. 
1945 - Bain, D.H. 
1992 - Ducks Unlimited 
S 112 SW 1/4 
I X93 - Bremner. Elizabeth 
1945 - Hagborg. Andrew 
1992 -
N 1I2 SW 114 
IX93 - Chalky. Ben A. 
1945 - Bain. D.H. 
1992 - Mallard Acres 
NW 114 
IX93 - Chaffey, Ben A. 
1945 - Bain, D.H. 
1992 - Ducks Unlimited: and Oak 
Lake Holdings 

NE 1/4 
I X93 - McGregor. D. 
1945 - Bain, D.H. 
1992 - Ducks Unlimited & 
Friesen. A. 

Section 34 
S 1I2 SE 1/4 
I X93 - North British Canada 
Investment Co. 
1945 - Bain, D.H. 
1992 - Granger Enterprises 
N l!2 SE 114 
IX93 - Harper. G.M. 
1945 - Harper. Mrs. M. 
1992 - Granger Enterprises 
S 1/2 SW 114 
I X93 - McGregor, David 
1945 - Miller. Walter 
1992 - The Queen 
N 1I2 SW 1I4 
I X93 - Creighton, Margaret 
1945 - Bain, 0.1-1. 
1992 - The Queen 
NW 1/4 
I X93 - Creighton, Margaret 
1945 - Bain. D.H. 
1992 - Friesen. Armin 
NE 114 
I X93 - Harper, G.M. 
1945 - Harper, Mrs. iVl. 
1992 - Granger Enterprises and 
Knight. Kevin 

Section 35 
SE 1I4 
I X93 - Ritchie. F.E. 
1945 - Bain, 0.1-1. 
1992 - Friesen, Peter 
N 1I2 SW 114 
I X93 - Ritchie. F.E. 
1945 Bain, D.H. 
1992 Friesen. Peter 
S 1/2 SW 1I4 
IX93 - Winsor. W.J.B. 
1945 - Bain, D.H. 
1992 - Friesen, Peter 
NW 114 
I X93 - Ritchie, F.E. 
1945 - Bain. D.H. 
1992 - Lawson, B.: O'Grady, T.: 
Lessard, C. and Lawson L. 
W 112 NE 114 
I X93 - Ritchie. F.E. 
1945 - Bain, D.H. 
1992 - Friesen. Peter 
E 112 NE 114 
IX93 - Jull. Walter 
1945 - Harris. Charles 
1992 - Harris. George 

Section 36 
SE 1/4 
1 X93 - Bain, James 
1945 - Bain. Ben & Elizabeth 
1992 - Nichol, Dan & David 

SW l/4 
IX93 - James, W.J.T. 
1945 - I-/ayles. Charles 
1992 - Lan.2.e. Leo 
NW (portion) 

IX93 - James. W.J.T. 
1945 - Hayles, Charles 
1992 - Lange. Leo 
NW 1/4 (portion) 
I X93 - JulL Walter 
1945 - Harris, Charles 
1992 - Harris, George 
NE 1/4 
IX93 - Allen. G.W. 
1945 - Bain, Ben & Elizabeth 
1992 - Nichol, Greg: Danielson, R. 
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TOWNSHIP 12.2W - SURVEYOR'S FIELD 
NOTES* 

According to the Deputy Surveyor's report: 

"It will he ohserred in this Township. as referred to in Report 
on Tp 12, RIW that Sections 25,26,34,28,29, and 30 are each 
1.50 chains narrow on account of an omission of Road 
Allowance on the Principal Meridian on the south (if Section 25 
as marked on Map and Field Notes. 

"The soil in this Township is dark clay loam, rery rich and 
we!! adapted for Agriculture. The land is l'ery l('l'el gently 
sloping to the South and South East. A few hay swamps are to he 
f(!/Ind hilt none are large. There is an entire ahsence of timber -
none what(')'er groH'ing on the Township on the part surveyed -
nor is there any running water to be found." 

"'These SlllTeyor's Field Notes were transcribed fimn micr(i/1l17l 
records prol'ided by G.F. Holm, Sllrveys and Mapping Branch, 
Province of Manitoba. 

TOWNSHIP 12, RANGE 2W 

Section 10 (fraction) 
1893 - Gagnon. J.D. 
1945 - B lair, Robert 

1992 - Friesen. Rudolf 

Section 13 
SE 114 (L.S.D.#8) 
1893 - Dean & Chaplin of St. 
John's Cathedral 

1945 - Voth.J. 

1992 - McLeod. Murray 

NW 114 
1893 - McDonald. Georgeanna 
1945 - Swedish Community Camp 

1992 - J. Winter and Hoas Farms 

E 112 NE 114 
1893 - Shaw. E.1. 

1945 - Swedish Community Camp 

1992 - Winter, Tim and John 

W 112 NE 114 
1893 - McDonald. Georgeanna 

1945 - Swedish Community Camp 
1992 - Winter, Tim and John 

Section 14 
NE 114 (L.S.D.#<J, 15 & 16) 
1893 - Dean & Chaplin of Sl. 
John's Cathedral 

1945 - Swedish Community Camp 

1992 Braun. Ernest. Cook, Svea 

and Winter. J. 

Section 15 
SE 1/4 (fraction) 
1893 - Schultz, Lady Agnes 

1945 - Swedish Community Camp 
1992 - Hoas Farms 

S 112 SW 114 (E 112 of L.S.D. #3) 
1893 - Schultz, Lady Ag;les 

1945 - Swedish Community Camp 

1992 - Hoas Farms 

S 112 SW 114 (W 112 of L.S.D. #3 
& fraction of L.S.D. #4) 
1893 - Burgess. Rolf K. 
1945 - Jacklin. J.H. 

1992 - Simonson, Ted 

N 112 SW 114 
1893 - Scottish, Manitoba & North 
West Loan Co. 
1945 - Jacklin. T. & S. 
1992 - Hoas Farms 

NW 114 
1893 - Scottish, Manitoba & North 

West Loan Co. 

1945 - Jacklin. T. & S. 
1992 - Norberg, Arvid 

NE 114 
1893 - Schultz. Lady Agnes 

1945 - Swedish Community Camp #1 

1992 - Cook. Svea and Braun. 
Ernest 

Section 16 
E 112 (fraction) 
1893 - Burgess. Rolf K. 

1945 -Jacklin.J.H. 

1992 - Simonson. Ted 
NW 1/4 (fraction) 
1893 Cherrier, Felix 

1945 - Jacklin, Fred 

1992 - Bochinski & Piper T. 

Section 20 
SE 114 (fraction) 
1893 - Cherrier, Felix 

1945 - Jacklin. Fred 

1992 - Fleury. Norman 
NE 114 (fraction) 
1893 - Cherrier. Felix 

1945 - Jacklin. Fred 
1992 Fleury,Norman 

Section 21 
SE 114 
1893 - Coaffee. F.S. 

1945 - Balajewicz. Adam 

1992 - Norberg. Arvid & Doyle. 

Svea 
S 112 SW 114 (fraction) 
1893 - Beatty, J.H. 

1945 - Jacklin. Fred 

1992 Fleury. Norman 

N 112 SW 114 
1893 - Cherrier, Felix 

1945 - Hubka. Barbara 

1992 - Voth. Jacob 

NW 114 
1893 - Beatty. J.H. 

1945 Hubka, Barbara 

1992 - Voth. Jacob 

S 112 NE 114 
1893 - Hunter. L.H. 

1945 - Balajewicz. Adam 

1992 - Norberg. Arvid 

N 112 NE 114 
1893 - Scottish, Ontario & 
Manitoba Loan Co. 
1945 - Riege, Ruben G. 

1992 - Pchajek. Stephen 

Section 22 
SE 114 
1893 - Cherrier, F./ Schultz. Agnes 

1945 - Swedish Community Camp # I 
1992 - Norberg, Arvid 

N 112 NW 114 
1893 - Alexander, G. 

1945 - Swedish Community Camp # I 
1992 - Hoas Farms 

S 112 NW 114 
1893 - Cummings. A.C. 

1945 - Swedish Community Camp #1 
1992 - Hoas Farms 

NE 114 
1893 - Cherrier. Felix 

1945 - Swedish Community Camp # I 

1992 - Hoas Farms 
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SW 1I4 
1893 - Cummings. A.C. 
1945 - Swedish Community Camp # I 
1945 - Norberg. Arvid 

Section 23 
S 1/2 SE 1I4 
1893 - Tait. Helen 

1945 - Swedish Community Camp # I 
1992 - Malmas. Art 
N 1I2 SE 114 
1893 - Tait. Robert 
1945 - Swedish Community Camp #1 
1992 - Malmas. Art 
SW 114 

1893 - Ryan. Joseph and Dean & 
Chaplin of S1. John's Cathedral 
1945 - Swedish Community Camp #1 
1992 - Hoas Farms 
NW 114 
1893 - Ryan. Joseph 

1945 - Swedish Community Camp # I 
1992 - Hoas Farms 
NE 114 

1893 - McArthur. Duncan 
1945 - Swedish Community Camp # I 
1992 - Malmas. Art: Norberg. M.: 
and Braun. Ernest 

Section 24 
SE 1I4 
1893 - Schultz. Lady Agnes 
1945 - Ander. Kerstin 
1992 - Braun. Ron & Ernest 
E 1I2 SW 1I4 
1893 - Schultz. Lady Agncs 
1945 - Ander. Kerstin 
1992 - Warkentin. Robert 
W 112 SW 114 
1893 - Tait. Robert 
1945 - Andcr. Kcrstin 
1992 - Warkentin. Robert 
E 112 NW 1I4 
1893 - Nanton. A.M. 
1945 - Ander. Kerstin 
1992 - Warkentin. Robert 
W 112 NW 1I4 
1893 - McArthur. Duncan 
1945 - Ander. Kcrstin 
1992 - Braun, Ron & Ernest 
NE 1I4 (fraction) 
1893 - Nanton. A.M. 
1945 - British American Oil Co. 
1992 - Grocholski, Darell 
NE 1I4 (fraction) 
1893 - Nanton, A.M. 
1945 - N .M. Paterson Co. Ltd. 
1992 - N .M. Paterson Co. Ltd. 
NE 114 (fraction) 
1893 - Nanton, A.M. 
1945 - Dowler, E.E. 

1992 - Keisman, Wilmer 
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Section 25 
SE 1I4 
1893 - Richardson, Jamcs 
1945 - Dubinski, Annic 
1992 - Tomatin Farms 

SW 1I4 
1893 - Scottish, Ontario & 
Manitoba Loan Co. 
1945 - Grcenlees. Mrs. A. 
1992 - Norberg. Bryce 
S 112 NW 114 

1893 - Scottish. Ontario & 
Manitoba Loan Co. 
1945 - Greenlees. Mrs. A. 
1992 - Norberg. Brycc 
N 112 NW 1I4 
1893 - Conway. Michael 
1945 - Carlson. Y. 

1992 - Norberg. Bryce 
S 112 NE 114 
1893 - Richardson, Jamcs 
1945 - Carlson. Y. 
1992 - Tomatin Farms 
N 1I2 NE 1I4 
1893 - McBean. A.G. 
1945 - Hagborg. Andrcw 
1992 - McLcod. Murray. Robcrt 
and Hagborg. A. 

Section 26 
SE 1/4 
1893 - Hudson's Bay Co. 
1945 - Swcdish Community Camp # I 
1992 - Malmas. Art & Norbcrg. 
Gunnar 
SW 1I4 
1893 - Hudson's Bay Co. 
1945 - Swedish Community Camp #1 
1992 - Norberg. Ken & Dolores 
NW 1I4 
1893 - Hudson' s Bay Co. 
1945 - Hiebert. John 
1992 - Hiebert Family 
NE 114 
1893 - Hudson's Bay Co. 

1945 - Humpage. P. 
1992 - Hiebcrt Family 

Section 27 

SE 114 
1893 - Gunn. Alex 

1945 - Swedish Community Camp # I 
1992 - Norberg. Gunnar 
SW 114 
1893 - Alexander. G. 
1945 - Swedish Community Camp # I 
1992 - Malmas. Art 
W 112 NW 1I4 
1893 - Grant. J .R. 
1945 - Bais. Simon 
1992 - Hoas Fanns 
E 1I2 NW 114 
1893 - Nanton. A.M. 
1945 - Ashdown, J .H. Estate of 
1992 - Braun. Jacob 

S 112 NE 1I4 
1893 - Gunn. Alex 
1945 - Swedish Community Camp # I 
1992 - Norberg. Gunnar 
N 1/2 NE 1I4 
1893 - McDonnell. A.M. 
1945 - Ashdown. J.H. Estate of 
1992 - Braun. Jacob 

Section 28 
SE 114 
1893 - Scottish.Ontario & 
Manitoba Loan Co. 
1945 - Riegc. Rubcn G. 
1992 - Pchajek. Stcphen 
SW 1I4 
1893 - Cummings. A.C. 
1945 - Hubka. Barbara 
1992 - Y oth. Jacob 
S 1/2 NW 1/4 
1893 - Cummings. A.C. 
1945 - Hubka. Barbara 
1992 - Yoth. Jacob 
N 1I2 NW 114 
1893 - McArthur. Duncan 
1945 - Dricdgcr. Jacob 
1992 - Enis. H. 
NE 1/4 
1893 - Grant. J.R. 
1945 - Bais. Simon 
1992 - Hoas Farms and Simonson. 

C. 

Section 29 
E 1/2 SE 1I4 
1893 - Bernard. Aimc & Hcurcux. 

P.L. 
1945 - Crown Land 
1992 - Ramdahin. Parab & Molly 

W 1/2 SE 1I4 
1893 - Bcrnard. Aimc & Hcurcux. 

P.L. 
1945 - Crown Land 
1992 - Hurlbert. E.L. 
SW 1/4 (L.S.D.3,5,6 & fraction of 4) 
1893 - Bernard. Aimc & Heurcux. 

P.L. 
1945 - Dricdger. Jacob 
1992 - Fleury. Norman 
S 112 NW 1I4 
1893 - Bernard. Aimc & Hcureux. 

P.L. 
1945 - Municipality of Rosscr 

1992 - Leroux. Francois 
N 1I2 NW 114 
1893 - Bernard. Aimc & Heurcux. 

P.L. 
1945 - Wolosczuk. Mike 
1992 - Lcroux. Francois 
NE 1I4 
1893 - Bernard. Aimc & Heureux. 

P.L. 
1945 - Driedger. Jacob 
1992 - Maharajh. Malaviya 

Section 30 
SE 1/4 (fraction) 
1893 - Fairbanks. E.L. 
1945 - NcudorL Jacob 
1992 - Alaskanti Ltd. 
NW 1I4 (fraction) 
1893 - Cherrier. Fclix 
1945 - Ingram. M.B. & R.T. 
1992 - Allard. A. 
NE 114 

1893 - Fairbanks. E.L. 
1945 - NcudorL Abe 
1992 - Alaskanti Ltd. 

Section 31 
SE 1/4 
1893 - Archibald. Heber 
1945 NeudorL Abc 
1992 - MorrieI'. Gerald & Erncst 
S 1I2 SW 1/4 
1893 - Cherrier. Fclix 
1945 - Ingram. M.B. & R.T. 
1992 - Allard. A. 
N 1I2 SW 1/4 (L.S.D. 5 & 6) 
1893 - Chcrricr. Felix 
1945 - Neudorf. Abc 
1992 - Dowlcr. K and DaDalt, 
Joscph 
NW 1/4 (L.S.D. II, 12 & 14) 
1893 - Cherrier. Felix 
1945 - NcudorL Abe 
1992 - Dowler. K and DaDalt. 
Joseph 
NW 1/4 (L.S.D. #13) 
1893 - Hamilton. L.A. 

1945 Dowler. E.E. 
1992 - Dowler. K. 
NW 1I4 
1893 - Hamilton. L.A. 

1945 - Dowler. E.E. 
1992 - Mathens 
NW 1/4 (fraction) 
1893 - Hamilton. L.A. 
1945 - N .M. Patterson Co. 
1992 - Olivcr. B. 
S 1I2 NE 1I4 
1893 - Archibald. Hcber 
1945 - Ncudorf. Abe 
1992 - Morricr. Gcrald & Erncst 

N 1/2 NE 1I4 
1893 - Allen. G.W. 
1945 - Irvinc. James B. 
1992 - Parker. Ernest 

Section 32 
E 1I2 SE 1I4 
1893 - Archibald. Heber 
1945 - Dricdger. Jacob 
1992 - Edinger. Debbic 

W 1I2 SE 114 
1893 - Scottish. Ontario & 
Manitoba Loan Co. 
1945 - Scottish. Ontario & 
Manitoba Loan Co. 
1992 - MacMillan, Alvin 



SW 114 
1893 - Scottish, Ontario & 
Manitoba Loan Co. 
1945 - Scottish, Ontario & 
Manitoba Loan Co. 
1992 - Chandler, John 
NW 114 
1893 - Allen, G.W. 
1945 - Broyles, Paul & Wear, R. 
1992 - A1askanti Ltd. 
S fraction NE 114 
1992 - Lavery, Russell 
W 112 W 112 NE 114 
1893 - Archibald, Heber 
1945 - Broyles, Paul & Wear, R. 
1992 - R.M. of Rosser 
E 112 W 112 NE 114 
1893 - Archibald, Heber 
1945 - Driedger, Jacob 
1992 - Romu, Eric 
E 112 NE 114 
1893 - Archibald, Heber 
1945 - Driedger, Jacob 
1992 - Romu, Eric 

Section 33 
SE 114 
1893 - Blake, M. 
1945 - Fi1bow, G. 
1992 - Enis, H. 
SW 114 
1893 - McArthur, Duncan 
1945 - Driedger, Jacob 
1992 - Enis, H. 
NW 114 
1893 - Archibald, Heber 
1945 - Powell, Mrs. Mary 
1992 - Wiebe, Harold 
W 112 NE 114 
1893 - Archibald, Heber 
1945 - Fi1bow, G. 
1992 - Enis, H. 
E 112 NE 114 
1893 - Blake, M. 
1945 - Fi1bow, G. 
1992 - Enis, H. 

Section 34 
SE 114 
1893 - McDonnell, A.M. 
1945 - Ashdown, J .H. Estate of 
1992 - Braun, Jacob 
SW 114 
1893 - Nanton, A.M. 
1945 - Ashdown, J .H. Estate of 
1992 - Braun, Jacob 
NW 114 
1893 - Strang, Andrew 
1945 - Pitts, John N. 
1992 - Pitts, Joseph 
W 112 NE 114 
1893 - Strang, Andrew 
1945 - Pitts, John N. 
1992 - Pitts, Joseph 

E 112 NE 114 
1893 - Scottish, Ontario & 
Manitoba Loan Co. 
1945 - Pitts. John N. 
1992 - Pitts. Joseph 

Section 35 
N 112 SE 114 
1893 - Mutt1ebury. G .A. 
1945 - Johnson, Vernon 
1992 - Tomatin Farms 
S 112 SE 114 
1893 - Archibald. Heber 
1945 - Johnson, Vernon 
1992 - Tomatin Farms 
SW 114 
1893 - Muttlebury, G.A. 
1945 - Johnson, Vernon 
1992 - Tomatin Farms 
NW 114 
1893 - Scottish, Ontario & 
Manitoba Loan Co. 
1945 - The Director. Veterans 
Land Act 
1992 - Norberg, Gunnar 
NE 114 
1893 - Morris, W.S. 
1945 - David. Arnold 
1992 - Tomation Farms 

Section 36 
SE 114 
1893 - McBean, A.G. 
1945 - Hagborg, Andrew 
1992 - Boonstra, George 
SW 114 
1893 - Conway, Michael 
1945 - Carlson. Victor 
1992 - Tomatin Farms 
W 1/2 NW 114 
1893 - Morris, W.S. 
1945 - David, Arnold 
1992 - Tomation Farms 
E 1/2 NW 114 
1893 - Jordan, W.B. 
1945 - DeConnick, Michael 
1992 - Tomatin Farms 
NE 114 
1893 - Jordan, W.B. 
1945 - DeConnick, Michael 
1992 - Tomatin Farms 

TOWNSHIP 11, RANGE IE 

Section 13 
N 112 NW 114 
1893 - Bryce, R.H. 
1945 - Locht, Ed 
1992 - The Queen 
N 112 NE 114 
1893 - Bryce. R.H. 
1945 - Locht, Ed 
1992 - Futros, E.; Dankewich, S.; 
Tacchi, N.&C.; Amatuzio, S.; 

Canadian Chamois & Sponge Co.; 
Venditti, L.&J. 

Section 14 
N 1/2 NW 114 
1893 - Cross. W.H. 

1945 - Meda, John 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
N 112 NE 114 
1893 - Bryce. R.H. 
1945 - Locht. Ed 
1992 - The Queen 
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TOWNSHIP n.IE - SURVEYOR'S FIELD 
NOTES* 

This township was surveyed in 1871 from September 27 to 
October 12 by William Wagner, Deputy Surveyor. The following 
observations were taken from copies of his field notes: 

"The topographical appearance (it the Township X/./ E is a 
le1'el Prairie intersected with a .I£'w willow hushes. The Sturgeon 
Creek running through itfi'om West to East and ahout the middle 
.fi'om North to South gi1'es to this township a great admntage 
over the aho)'e lying Township XII. / E in regard to settlements 01' 
the same. 

"The soil is in general olfirst class and 1'en' well adapted for 
agricultural plllposes. 

"Soon after my arri1'([1 in this Township a prairie fire swept 
01'er it, hv which / also lost all III\' camp equipment. 
c/othing ... aiso partly injured sOllie 01' my Instrulllents. Firewood 
is not here. with exception {)t a few poplar hllllt:\· 01' no account." 

*These SlIrvevor's Field Notes were transcrihedfi'om microfilm 
records prm,ided h.v C.F. Holm. Surveys and Mapping Branch. 
Province ofManitoha. 



Section 15 
N 1I2 NW 1I4 
IX93 - Cross. W.H. 
1945 - Meda. John 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
N 1I2 NE 1I4 
I X93 - Bissett. Mrs. P.P. 
1945 - Meda. John 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 

Section 16 
N 1I2 NW 1I4 
I X93 - Wishart. L.M. 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
S 1I2 NW 1I4 (fraction) 
1893 - Wishart. L.M. 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
N 1I2 NE 1I4 
1893 - Wishart. L.M. 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
S 1I2 NE 1I4 
IX93 - Wishart. L.M. 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 

Section 17 
NW 114 
I X93 - Land Corporation of 

Canada 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
NE 1I4 
I X93 - Land Corporation of 
Canada 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 

Section 18 
NW 1I4 
I X93 - Stevenson. Miss Isabella 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
W 112 NE 1I4 
1893 - Stevenson. Miss Isabella 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 

1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
E 1/2 NE 1I4 
1893 - Campbell. John 

1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 

Section 19 
W 112 SE 114 
1893 - Land Corporation of 
Canada 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
E 1I2 SE 1I4 
1893 - Campbell. F.E. 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 

1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
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SW 1I4 
I X93 - Land Corporation of 
Canada 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
NW 1I4 
I X93 - Land Corporation of 
Canada 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
NE 1I4 
1893 - Land Corporation of 
Canada 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 

Section 20 
SE 1I4 
1893 - Land Corporation of 
Canada 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
SW 1I4 
1893 - Land Corporation of 
Canada 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
W 1I2 NW 1I4 
I X93 - Land Corporation of 
Canada 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
E 1I2 NW 1I4 
1893 - Allen. G.W. 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
NE 1I4 
IX93 - Allen. G.W. 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 

Section 21 
SE 1I4 
1893 - Ranson. Henry. George & 
John 
1945 - Hutton. W.T. 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
SW 1I4 
I X93 - Land Corporation of 
Canada 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
NW 1I4 
1893 - Land Corporation of 
Canada 
1945 - Sturgeon Creek Colony 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
S 1I2 NE 1I4 
1893 - Bailey. S.O. 
1945 - Hutton. W.T. 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
N 1I2 NE 1I4 
I X93 - Patterson. Margaret 
1945 - Price. E.E. 

1992 - Lange. Martha 

Section 22 
SE 1I4 
1893 Bailey. S.O. 
1945 - Gardner. W.H. 

1992 - Johnson. Gary. Wendy. Bev 
& Lloyd 
SW 1I4 
I X93 - Ranson. George & Henry 
1945 - Hutton. W.T. 
1992 - Sturgeon Creek Holdings 
N 1I2 NW 1I4 
I X93 - Patterson. Margaret 
1945 - Hutton. W.T 
1992 - Johnson. Gary 
S 1I2 NW 1I4 
IX93 - Bailey. S.O. 
1945 - Hutton. W.T 

1992 - Johnson. Gary 
N 1I2 NE 1I4 
1893 - Patterson. Margaret 
1945 - Gardner. W.H. 
1992 - Johnson. Ruth 
S 1I2 NE 1I4 
1893 - Bailey. S.O. 
1945 - Gardner. W.H. 
1992 - Johnson. Ruth 

Section 23 
E 1I2 SE 1I4 
I X93 - Bryce. R.H. 
1945 - Loch!. Ed 
1992 - Locht 

W 1I2 SE 1I4 
1893 - Bryce. R.H. 
1945 - Locht. Ed 
1992 - Elmingo Stables Assiniboia 
Downs 1979 Ltd. 
E 112 SW 1I4 
1893 - Bailey. S.O. 
1945 - Gardner. W.H. 
1992 - Elmingo Stables Assiniboia 
Downs 1979 Ltd. 
W 1I2 SW 1I4 
1893 - Bailey. S.O. 
1945 - Gardner. W.H. 
1992 - York. Peter 

NW 1I4 
1893 - Bailey. S.O. 
1945 - Gardner. W.H. 
1992 - Seidel. Wendy & Frank 
NE 1I4 
1893 - Bryce. R.H. 
1945 - Locht. Ed 
1992 - Krowiak. Joseph 

Section 24 
S 1I2 SE 1I4 
1893 - Gerrie. Robert 
1945 - Israel. Vernon A. 
1992 - subdivided 

N 1I2 N 1I2 SE 1I4 
I X93 - Wiggins. David 

1945 - Israel. Vernon A. 
1992 - subdivided 

S 1I2 S 1I2 SE 1I4 
I X93 - Gerrie. Robert 
1945 - Israel. Vernon A. 
1992 - subdivided 
SW 1I4 
1893 - Bryce. R.H. 
1945 - Israel. Vernon A. 

1992 - The Queen (Mavern Farms) 
NW 1I4 
1893 - Bryce. R.H. 

1945 - Israel. Vernon A. 
1992 - subdivided 
S 1I2 NE 1I4 
I X93 - Wiggins. David 
1945 - Israel. Vernon A. 
1992 - subdivided 
N 1I2 NE 1I4 
1893 - Gerrie. Robert 

1945 - Israel. Vemon A. 
1992 - subdivided 

Section 25 
SE 1I4 (fraction) 
1893 - Gerrie. Robert 
1945 - Hutton. Anna 

1992 - George Hutton Farms 
SE 114 (fraction) 
I X93 - Gerrie. Robert 
1945 - Hutton. Anna 
1992 - George Hutton Farms 
SW 114 
1893 Loughead. James 
1945 - Hutton. Anna 
1992 - George Hutton Fanns 
W 112 NW 1I4 
IX93 - Wetherall. John 
1945 - Galbraith. William 
1992 - Galbraith. William 
E 112 NW 1I4 
1893 - Loughead. James 
1945 - Hutton. Anna 
1992 - George Hutton Farms 

S 1I2 NE 114 
1893 - Gerrie. Robert 
1945 - Hutton. Anna 
1992 - George Hutton Fanns 

N 1I2 NE 114 
1893 - Gerrie. Robert 
1945 - Green. Lawrence 
1992 - S & M Holdings 

Section 26 
SE 1I4 
1893 - Hudson' s Bay Co. 
1945 - Chezick. Fred 
1992 - Zenewycz. H. 

SW 1I4 
I X93 - Provincial Government 
1945 - Gardner, W.H. 
1992 - George Hutton Farms 

NW 114 
1893 - Hudson's Bay Co. 
1945 - Gardner. W.H. 
1992 - George Hutton Fanns 



NE 1I4 
1893 - Gerrie, William Sr. & Jr. 
1945 - Galbraith, William 
1992 - Galbraith, William 

Section 27 
SE 1I4 
1893 - Patterson, Margaret & 
Dennison, George 
1945 - Hutton, W.T. 
1992 - Johnson Ruth 
SW 1I4 
1893 - Patterson, Margaret & 
Dennison. George 
1945 - Hutton. W.T. 
1992 - Johnson. Gary. Husak. Bev 
& Seidel, Wendy 
NW 114 
1893 - Patterson. Margaret & 
Dennison. George 
1945 - Price. E.E. 
1992 - Lange. Martha 
NE 1I4 
1893 - Patterson. Margaret & 
Dennison. George 
1945 - Hutton. W.T. 
1992 - Husak. Bev 

Section 28 
SE 1I4 
1893 - Patterson, Margaret 
1945 - Price. E.E. 

1992 - Lange. Martha 
N 1I2 SW 1I4 
1893 - Atkinson. Arthur & James 
1945 - Havixbeck. Joseph 
1992 - Havixbeck. Carl 
S 112 SW 1I4 
1893 - Land Corporation of 
Canada 
1945 - Havixbeck. Joseph 
1992 - Havixbeck. Carl 
NW 114 
1893 - Atkinson, Arthur & James 
1945 - Havixbeck, Joseph 
1992 - Havixbeck, Carl 
NE 114 
1893 - Patterson, Margaret 
1945 - Price. E.E. 
1992 - Lange. Martha 

Section 29 
SE 114 
1893 - School Land 
1945 - Havixbeck, Joseph 
1992 - Havixbeck. Carl 
SW 114 
1893 - School Land 
1945 - Suttorp. Ben 
1992 - Havixbeck, Carl 
NW 114 
1893 - School Land 
1945 - Suttorp. Ben 
1992 - Havixbeck, Carl 

NE 114 
1893 - School Land 
1945 - Havixbeck. Joseph 
1992 - Havixbeck. Carl 

Section 30 
W 112 SE 1I4 
1893 - Egan. John 
1945 - Minaker. Frank 
1992 - Minaker. Gerald 
E 112 SE 114 
1893 - Land Corporation of 
Canada 
1945 - Minaker. Frank 
1992 - Minaker. Gerald 
SW 114 
1893 - Grant. Reverend G. M. 
1945 - Minaker. Frank 
1992 - Minaker. Gerald 
NW 114 
1893 - Corbett. Saul J. 
1945 - Corbett. Norman 
1992 - Corbett. Anna 
NE 114 
1893 - North British Canada 
Investment Co. 
1945 - McFee. George 
1992 - Lange. Ray 

Section 31 
SE 1I4 
1893 - Bathgate. R.D. 
1945 - McFee. George 
1992 - Lange. Ray 
W 1I2 SW 114 
1893 - Egan. James 
1945 - Corbett. Norman 
1992 - Corbett, Frances 
E 112 SW 114 
1893 - Egan. James 
1945 - Corbett. Mrs. F. 
1992 - Corbett. Fred 
NW 1I4 
1893 - Egan. James 
1945 - Corbett, Nonmm 
1992 - Corbett. Fred 
N 1I2 NE 114 
1893 - Bathgate. R.D. 
1945 - McFee, George 
1992 - Corbett. Fred 
S 112 NE 114 
1893 - Bathgate. R.D. 
1945 - McFee. George 
1992 - Lange. Ray 

Section 32 
N 112 SE 114 
1893 - Bathgate. R.D. 
1945 - Suttorp. Ben 
1992 - Krym, Fred 
S 112 SE 114 
1893 - Gerrie. Robert 
1945 - Suttorp. Ben 
1992 - Krym, Fred 

N 112 SW 1/4 
1893 - Bathgate. R.D. 
1945 - Suttorp. Ben 
1992 - Krym. Fred 
S 1I2 SW 114 
1893 - Gerrie. Robert 
1945 - Suttorp. Ben 
1992 - Krym. Fred 
NW 114 
1893 - Bathgate. R.D. 
1945 - Minaker. D.A. 
1992 - Minaker. Ralph G. 
NE 114 
1893 - Bathgate. R.D. 
1945 - Minaker. D.A. 
1992 - Minaker. Ralph G. 

Section 33 
S 1I2 SE 114 
1893 - Patterson. Margaret 
1945 - Price. E.E. 
1992 - Lange. Martha 
N 1I2 SE 114 
1893 - Tait. Robert & David 
1945 - Ryan. Dorothy & George 
1992 - Ryan. Keith 
N 112 SW 114 
1893 - Bathgate. R.D. 
1945 - Krym. Mrs. Nettie 
1992 - Krym. Lynden 
S 1I2 SW 114 
1893 - Gerrie. Robert 

1945 - Krym. Mrs. Nettie 
1992 - Krym. Lynden 
NW 1I4 
1893 - Bathgate. R.D. 
1945 - Krym. Mrs. Nettie 
1992 - Krym. Lynden 
NE 114 
1893 - Tait. Robert & David 
1945 - Ryan. Dorothy & Jane 
1992 - Ryan. Keith 

Section 34 
S 112 SE 114 
1893 - Bathgate. R.D. 
1945 - Minaker. Charles 
1992 - Minaker. Mabel 
N 112 SE 114 
1893 - AnllStrong.W.T./Galbraith. J. 
1945 - Herriott. Jane 
1992 - Hadaller. Leo 
S 112 SW 114 
1893 - Bathgate. R.D. 
1945 - Ryan. Dorothy & George 
1992 - Ryan. Keith 
N 112 SW 114 
1893 - Tait. William Jr. 
1945 - Minaker. Charles 
1992 - Minaker. Mabel 
NW 114 
1893 - Tait, William Jr. 
1945 - Minaker. Charles 
1992 - Minaker. Mabel 

NE 114 

1893 - Armstrong.W.T.IGalbraith. J. 
1945 - Herriott. Jane 
1992 - Hadaller. Leo 

Section 35 
N 1/2 SE 114 
1893 - Bradburn. Thomas 
1945 - Hoeck. J. 
1992 - Manitoba Pool Elevators 
S 112 SE 114 
1893 - Bradburn. Thomas 
1945 - Hoeck. J. 
1992 - B & W. Farms 
N 112 SW 1I4 
I R93 - Bishop of Rupertsland 
1945 - Hoeck. J. 
1992 - Lee. Wilfred: Boulet. 
Marcel: and Gabel. Don 
S 112 SW 114 
1893 - Bradburn. Thomas 
1945 - Hoeck. J. 
1992 - Lee. Wilfred: Boulet. 
Marcel: and Gabel. Don 
NW 114 
1893 - Bishop of Rupertsland 
1945 - Hoeck. 1. 
1992 - Myska. Nestor 
NE 1/4 
1893 - Bradburn. Thomas 
1945 - Hoeck. J. 
1992 - Myska. Nestor 

Section 36 
SE 114 
1893 - Gerrie. Robert 
1945 - Green. Lawrence. 
1992 - S & M Holdings 
S 1/2 SW 114 
1893 - Bradburn. Thomas 
1945 - Herriott. Jane 
1992 - B & W Farms 
N 112 SW 114 
1893 - Manitoba W.W. Loan Co. 
1945 - Peterson. Arthur 
1992 - Monchalin. Rene 
N 112 NW 1I4 
1893 - Manitoba & Northwest 
Loan Co. 
1945 - Peterson. Arthur 
1992 - Barnabe. Roger 
S 1I2 NW 114 
I R93 - Manitoba & Northwest 
Loan Co. 
1945 - Peterson. Arthur 
1992 - Pastrick. William 
NE 114 
1893 - Gerrie. Robert 
1945 - Green. Lawrence. 
1992 - S & M Holdings 
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TOWNSHIP 12.1E - SURVEYOR'S FIELD 
NOTES* 

Deputy Surveyor James Warren covered all aspects of this 
township during the period June 5 to June 21, 1872: 

"The general appearance ()f Township XII.R I E, Pr(Jilince (If 

Manitoha is a roling (sic) Prairie, H'ith a good many impressions 
therein forming meadows, part ()f H'hich have heen cut. Some of 
these meadows are covered ,pith a most luxuriant growth of 
grass extending upwards to 5 feet 6 inches in height. In places 
where these meadows had heen cut, the second crop Ifound to he 
18 inches high and I am (~f the opinion that, when this Township 
gets a settlement and the hay law is ahandoned two crops of hay 
may he processed with ease. 

"A promillent ridge /'IIIlS from the North West to the South 
East containing lime, ". and gravel. 

"There is no /'/Inning stream or natural spring (If water in this 
township hut wells have heen dug hy the hay makers of which 
one contained some water in a depth ()f 8 feet at a dry a season 
as we had last year - which leads to the conclusion that a supply 
()f water will never fade when properly looked after. 

"At the places where the wells hm'e heen dug I ohsen'ed the 
section of this ground to he 2 to 4 feet of hlack humus and under 
it glue or yel/ow clay. 
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"The extent offlora I am not ahle to judge properly in 
arril'ing here too late in the season, but I found amongst grasses 
the Buffalo grass growing on higher situated Prairies and 
Meadows. The hlue joint and reed grass ". 5 different kinds ()f 
daisie, the hlue hells, dwarlroses ". 

"The coulltry around here swarms with prairie chickens. 
snipes, ducks ". Besides these ". Mo wolfes (sic) sel'eral hadgers. 
one oj'which was killed hy our part)" 2 hear and sCl'eralfo.res. 

"On the higher Prairie I found the sillface soil to /1Cl\'e a 
depth of'ji"om 6 inches to I foot with clay under it except in those 
places where the gravel predominates. 

"On the whole it is well adaptedfor agricultural purposes. 
"There is not much wood in this township, the whole mal' he 

estimated to ahout 350 to 400 acres consisting (lj' young pO/JIm' 
and SCJ'llhhy oak. It will gil'e, with the woods extending North oj' 
the North houndary, sl!/jicient supplies for firewood and fencing 
tim her for a settlement, hut as much as I had an opportunity to 
judge the timherfor huilding purposes has to he carried a farther 
distance. Yet I may he mistaken. For all that it is superior to anv 
chance for settlement which has come under my notice and I he:f? 
to quote here the expression oj' a Canadian settler who comes 
li'om a hush j'arm in Canada: 'Sooner (he sal's) will I car/'\' 
'during the wi;zter when not much is to he done ;round the h()[{s~ 
the f'ew loads (lj' wood necessary, then to spend halj' a lifetime in 
clearing a few acres oj' land.'" 

'''These Surveyor's Field Notes were transcrihedli'om microfillll 
records provided hy GF. Holm, Surveys and Mapping Branch, 
Province (If' Manitoha. 

TOWNSHIP 12, RANGE IE 

Section 1 
SE 114 
1893 - Waghorn. J.R. 
1945 - Morrison, Charlcs E. 
1992 - Morrison. John 
E 112 SW 114 
1893 - Waghorn. J.R. 
1945 - Morrison. Charles E. 
1992 - Morrison. John 
E 112 SW 114 
1893 - Preston. Josiah 
1945 - Ryan. R.E. 
1992 - Agricultural Cred Corp. 
W 1/2 NW 114 
1893 - Smith & Gurney 
1945 - Ryan. R.E. 
1992 - Munro. Jack 
E 112 NW 114 
1893 - Archibald & Howell 
1945 - Ryan. R.E. 
1992 - Munro. Jack 
NE 114 
1893 - Archibald & Howell 
1945 - Ryan. R.E. 
1992 - Munro, Jack 

Section 2 
SE 114 
1893 - Preston. Josiah 
1945 - Ryan, R.E. 
1992 - Ryan. Keith 
SW 114 
1893 - Maulson. George 
1945 - Herriot. Jane 
1992 - Hadaller. Leo 
NW 114 
1893 - Frazer. J.M. Estate of 
1945 - Ryan. R.E. 
1992 - Ryan. Keith 
NE 114 
1893 - Smith & Gurney (North 
British Investment Co.) 
1945 - Ryan. R.E. 
1992 - Ryan, Keithl Malone, 
Robert 

Section 3 
E 1/2 SE 114 
1893 - Maulson. George 
1945 - Herriot. Jane 
1992 - Hadaller, Leo 
W 112 SE 114 
1893 - Annstrong. W.T. 



1945 - HerrioL Jane 
1992 - Hadaller. Leo 
SW II4 
1893 - Armstrong, W.T. 
1945 - Herriot, Jane 
1992 - Hadaller, Leo 
NW II4 
1893 - HelliwelL Rev. T. & 
Howard 
1945 - Mulligan, Wilburn 
1992 - Mulligan, Lucille & 
Galbraith, William 
E II2 NE II4 

1893 - Frazer. 1.M. Estate of 
1945 - Mulligan, Wilburn 
1992 - Galbraith, William 
W II2 NE II4 

1893 - HelliwelL Rev. T. & 
Howard 
1945 - Mulligan, Wilburn 
1992 - Galbraith, William 

Section 4 
SE II4 
1893 - McDonald, P. 
1945 - Galbraith, R.B. 
1992 - Galbraith, Bruce 
E side SE II4 (fraction) 
1893 - McDonald, D. 

1945 - Ryan, Dorothy & George 
1992 - Ryan, George 
W side SE II4 
1893 - McDonald, D. 
1945 - Minaker, D.A. 
1992 - Minaker, Mabel 
E side SW II4 
1893 - McDonald, D. 
1945 - Galbraith, R.B. 
1992 - Galbraith, Bruce 
E side SW II4 
1893 - McDonald, D. 
1945 - Minaker. D.A. 

1992 - Minaker. Mabel 
W II2 SW II4 
1893 - Allan, George 
1945 - Minaker, D.A. 
1992 - Minaker, Mabel 
NW II4 
1893 - Helliwell, Rev. T. & 
Howard 
1945 - Green, Lloyd 
1992 - Winning, Dave 
NE II4 
1893 - HelliwelL Rev. T. & 
Howard 
1945 - Galbraith, R.B. 
1992 - Galbraith, Bruce 

Section 5 
SE II4 
1893 - Allan, George 
1945 - Minaker, D.A, 

1992 - Minaker, R.G. 

SW 1/4 
1893 - HelliwelL Rev. T. & 
Howard 
1945 - BeaehelL A.W. 
1992 - BeachelL Bert 

NW II4 
1893 - Russell, John 
1945 - Steeves, E., Henry & 
Frances 
1992 - Steeves, E. & Dorsey 

Station 
NE II4 (fraction) 
1893 - Helliwell T. & Helliwell,H. 

1945 - Green, Lloyd 
1992 - Winning, Dave 
NE II4 (portion) 
1893 - Helliwell T. & HelliwelLH. 
1945 - Minaker, D.A. 

1992 - Winning. Dave 

Section 6 
E II2 SE II4 
1893 - HelliwelL Rev. T. & 
Howard 
1945 - BeachelL A.W. 
1992 - Holtmann & Sons 
W II2 SE II4 
1893 - Ranson. John A. 
1945 - Rutherford. Lorne 
1992 - Holtmann & Sons 
SW II4 
1893 - Ranson, John A. 
1945 - Rutherford, Lorne 
1992 - Holtmann & Sons 
NW II4 
1893 - Smith, Hy Webster 
1945 - Holtmann, H. 
1992 - Holtmann & Sons 
NW II4 (fraction) 
1893 - Smith, Hy Webster 

1945 - Thiesen Brothers 
1992 - Holtmann & Sons 
NW II4 (fraction) 
1893 - Smith, Hy Webster 
1945 - Canadian Oil Co. 
1992 - Village of Rosser 

NW II4 (fraction) 
1893 - Smith, Hy Webster 
1945 - Bergey, Orton 
1992 - GranL Dan 
E II2 NE II4 
1893 - Russell, John 

1945 - Steeves, E.!.; H. & Frances 
1992 - Steeves, Ernest 
W II2 NE II4 
1893 - Smith, Hy Webster 
1945 - Holtmann. H. 
1992 - Holtmann & Sons 
W II2 NE II4 (fraction) 
1893 - Holmes, Mrs. Allison 
1945 - Mulligan, F.A. 
1992 - Mulligan, Jean 

W II2 NE II4 (fraction portion
CPR) 
1893 - Smith, Hy Webster 
1945 - Cross, George 
1992 - Manchulenko, Bill 
W II2 NE II4 (fraction) 
1893 - Smith, Hy Webster 
1945 - Marsh, S. 
1992 - Village of Rosser 
W II2 NE II4 (fraction 
Section House) 
1893 - Smith, Hy Webster 
1945 - Uszy, William 
1992 - Manchulenko, Howard 
W II2 NE II4 (fraction) 
1893 - Smith, Hy Webster 
1945 - Parker, H.G. 
1992 - CPR 
Lots I & 2, Plan 2238 
1893 - Helliwell & Helliwell 
1945 - Blair, W.J. 
1992 - Holtmann Farms 
Lots 3 & E II2 of 4 Plan 2238 
1893 - Ranson, John 
1945 - Leslie, Jean C. 
1992 - RM of Rosser 
W 112 of 4 & Lot 5, Plan 2238 
1893 - Ranson, John A. 
1945 - Frain, Mrs. E. Estate of 
1992 - Findlay, Jim 
Lots 6, 7, 8 and 9, Plan 2238 
1893 - Ranson, J. & Hclliwell & 
Helliwell 
1945 - Frain, E. 

1992 - Tabin, C. 

Section 7 
SE II4 
1893 - BeachelL H.J. 
1945 - Beachell, Percy 
1992 BeachclL Allan & James 
SW II4 (land north of CPR) 
1893 - Wickson, Arthur 
1945 - Stratton, Ruby & Dennis, W. 
1992 - Dennis, Wilfred 
SW II4 (fraction-plant & stock) 
1893 - Wickson, Arthur 
1945 - Imperial Oil Co. 

1992 - CPR 
SW 1/4 (fraction-elevator) 
1893 - Wickson, Arthur 
1945 - Ogilvie Flour Mills 

1992 - CPR 
SW II4 (fraction-pt South of 
CPR) 
1893 - Wickson, Arthur 
1945 - Holtmann, H. 
1992 - Holtmann, Theo 

SW II4 fraction 
1893 - Wickson, Arthur 
1945 - Taylor, Tim 
1992 - Broadfoot, Scott 

SW II4 fraction 
1893 - Wickson, Arthur 

1945 - CorbetL N.F. 
1992 - BroadfooL Scott 
SW 1/4 fraction 
1893 - Wickson. Arthur 
1945 - Stratton. Mrs. Ruby 
1992 - Budge 

SW II4 fraction 
1893 - Wickson, Arthur 
1945 - Green, Lloyd 
1992 - Hagen, D. 

L.S.D. #4 - SW II4 (house/store) 
1893 - Wickson, Arthur 
1945 - Kenny, A.E. 
1992 - Bourgoin, G.&A. 
S II2 NW II4 
1893 - Wickson. Arthur 
1945 - Stratton. Ruby/Dennis, W. 
1992 - Dennis, Wilfred 
Lots 1 & 2, Plan 1474 
1893 - Smith, H.W. 
1945 - CorbetL N. & F. 
1992 - CorbetL Anna 
Lot 3, Plan 1474 
1893 Smith, H.W. 
1945 - Thiessen, Abram & Agnes 
1992 - Mulligan, Melvin & Doreen 
Lot 4, Plan 1474 
1893 - Smith, H.W. 
1945 - McKenzie, Alma 

1992 - Mulligan. Melvin & Doreen 
Lot 5, Plan 1474 
1893 - Smith, H.W. 
1945 - Bergey, Orton 
1992 - Mulligan, Melvin & Doreen 
Pt of Lot 5, Plan 1474 
1893 - Smith, H.W. 

1945 North Star Oil Co. 
1992 - Mulligan, Melvin & Doreen 
Lot 6, Plan 1474 
1893 - Smith. H.W. 
1945 - Mulligan, F.A. 
1992 - Szwaluk, A. 

Bldg on Lot 6, Plan 1474 
1893 - Smith, H.W. 
1945 - British American Oil Co. 
1992 - Heidinger, B. 
Lot 7, Plan 1474 
1893 - Smith, H.W. 
1945 - MUlligan, F.A. 
1992 - not in usc 
Lot 8, Plan 1474 
1893 - Smith, H.W. 
1945 - Kilpatrick, Daniel 
1992 - not in usc 
Lot 9, Plan 1474 
1893 - Smith, H.W. 
1945 - Kilpatrick, Daniel 
1992 - Bird, Mark & Lisa 

Lots 10 & II, Plan 1474 
1893 - Smith, H. W. 
1945 - McCarthy, Pat 

1992 - Bird. Mark & Lisa 
N II2 NW II4 
1893 - Beachell, H.J. 
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1945 - Beaehell. Perey 
1992 - Beaehell. Jim 
S 112 NE 114 
1893 - Beachell. H.J. 
1945 - Beachell. Percy 
1992 - Beachell. Jim 
N 112 NE 114 
1893 - Farrell, Richard 

1945 - Bergey, Lester 
1992 - Minaker. Dave 

Section 8 
SE 114 
1893 - Kerr. Charles E. 
1945 - Burns. E.J. & Wedge A.H. 
1992 - Beaehell. Alan 

SW 114 
1893 - Kerr. Charles E. 
1945 Burns. E.J. & Wedge A.H. 
1992 - Dorsey Station 

NW 114 
1893 - Leedon. Anna 
1945 - Fraser. O.e. 
1992 - Beaehell. J.& Alan/ Lange. e. 
NE 1/4 
1893 - Leedon, Anna 
1945 - Fraser, O.e. 
1992 - Beaehell. Jim 

Section 9 
W 112 SE 114 
1893 - Minaker. R.G. 
1945 - Wedge, Harvey 

1992 - Siagerman. Larry 
E 112 SE 114 
1893 - Minaker. R.G. 
1945 - Wedge. Harvey 

1992 - Siagerillan. Gordon & 
Wedge. Ken 
SW 114 
1893 - Minaker, Sanford 
1945 - Wedge, A.M. 
1992 - Anderson. Arne 
N 112 NW 114 
1893 - McTavish, Georgc 
1945 - Siagerman. Ray 
1992 - Anderson. Arne 
S 112 NW 114 
1893 - Minaker. Sanford 
1945 - Wedge. A.M. 
1992 - Anderson. Arne 
S 112 W 112 NE 114 
1893 - Minaker. R.G. 
1945 - Wedge. Harvey 
1992 - Siagerman, Larry 

S 112 E 1/2 NE 114 
1893 - Minaker, R.G. 
1945 - Wedge, Harvey 
1992 - Siagerillan. Gordon 
N 112 NE 114 
1893 - Allan. George 
1945 - Buckle. Mrs. M.e. Estate 
1992 - MOITison, Kent 
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Section 10 
SE 114 
1893 - Fraser. J.M. Estate of 
1945 - Barry. e.M. Estate of 
1992 - Galbraith. William 

SW 1/4 
1893 - Rosser School/Buckle. 
Charles 
1945 - Buckle, John 
1992 - Morrison. K:VanDeWalle. 
Linda: and H. Gnidziejko Const. 

S 112 NW 114 
1893 - Buckle. Charles 

1945 - Buckle. John 
1992 - Morrison. Kent 
N 112 NW 114 
1893 - Anderson. A. & Berg. J.W. 
1945 - Anderson. Leslie 
1992 - Anderson. Muriel & 
Dorothy 
S 112 NE 114 
1893 - Fraser, J.M. Estate of 
1945 - Barry. Mrs. e. Estate of 
1992 - Galbraith. William 
N 112 NE 114 
1893 - Maulson. George 
1945 - Wedge. John 
1992 - Wedge. Les 

Section II 
SE 114 
1897 - Grisdale. R.e. 
1945 - Grisdale. Aliee M. 
1992 - Riddell. Glen & Dale: 
Davidson. Ed: and Mathers 
SW 114 
1897 - Grisdale. R.e. 
1945 - Grisdale. Alice M. 
1992 - Riddell. Glen & Dale: 

Davidson. Ed 
NW 114 
190 I - Thomas. J. 
1945 - Barry. Mrs. M.e. Estate or 
1992 - Galbraith, William 

NE 114 
1915 - Bernard, Aillle 
1945 - Barry. Mrs. M.e. Estate of 
1992 - Galbraith. William 

Section 12 
SE 114 
1893 - Maulson. George 
1945 - Peterson. Arthur 
1992 - Wedge. Les 
SW 114 
1893 - Grisdale. Dean 
1945 - Peterson. A.& S. & Ellen 

Nord 
1992 - Siagerman. Murray 
S 1/2 NW 114 
1893 - Grisdale, Dean 
1945 - Peterson. A.&S. & Ellen Nord 
1992 - Koshman, A.; Husak. Peter 

and Michael 

S 112 NW 114 (fraction) 

1893 - Grisdale. Dean 
1945 - Troehyrn. Wasyl 
1992 - Hollier. T.: Plishka. W. 

Staub. Staub. 
S 112 SW 1/4 (fraction) 

1893 Grisdale. Dean 
1945 - Trochyrn. Wasyl 
1992 - Hollier. T.: Plishka. W. 

Staub. Staub. 
N 112 NW 114 
1893 - Manitoba Real Estate Co. 
1945 - Morrison. e.H. 
1992 - Village or Gordon. Husak. 
F.,G.&M. 

N 112 NE 114 
1893 - Strevel. G .H. 
1945 - Morrison. e.H. 
1992 - Gonick. Sam 
S 1/2 NE 114 
1893 - Maulson. George 
1945 - Peterson. A.&O. & Ellen 

Nord 
1992 - Wedge. Les 
S 112 NW 1/4 
1893 Grisdale. Dean 
1945 - Husak. John 
1992 - Village or Gordon 
Pt SW 114 
1893 - Grisdale. Dean 
1945 - Husak. John 
1992 - Village of Gordon 
Pt SW 114 
1893 - Grisdale. Dcan 
1945 - Myska. Mike 
1992 - Village or Gordon 
Pt S 1/2 NW 1/4 
1893 - Grisdale. Dean 
1945 - Manitoba Pool Elevator 
1992 - Village of Gordon 

Section 13 
SE 114 
1893 - Strcvel. G.H. 
1945 - Morrison. e.H. 
1992 - Morrison. Douglas 
SW 114 
1893 - Manitoba Real Estatc Co. 
1945 - Morrison. e.H. 
1992 - Morrison. Douglas 

NW 114 
1893 - Alliance Trust Co. 
1945 - Johnson, e.G. 
1992 - Oatway. J aek 

NE 114 
1893 - Coatsworth. Emerson Jr. 
1945 - Morrison. e.H. 
1992 - Morrison. Douglas 

Section 14 
SE 114 
1893 - Bannerman. A.J. 
1945 - Morrison, W.H. 
1992 - Morrison, A.; Gowas, S.: 
and McClure, C. 

E 112 SW 1/4 
1893 - Bannerman. A.J. 
1945 - Morrison. W.H. 
1992 - Morrison, Arthur 
W 1/2 SW 114 
1893 - Bathgate. R.D. 
1945 - Nixon. Thomas A. 
1992 - Nixon. Thomas 
W 112 NW 114 
1893 - Bathgate. R.D. 
1945 - Nixon. Thomas A. 
1992 - Nixon. Thomas 
E 112 NW 1/4 
1893 - Ross. Herbert 
1945 - Lauder. Mrs. A. 
1992 - Anderson. Eddie 
NE 114 
1893 - Ross. Herbert 
1945 - Lauder. Mrs. A. 
1992 - Munro, Berniee 

Section 15 
SE 114 
1893 - Maulson. George 
1945 - Wedge. John 

1992 - Wedge. Les & Scott. 
Lynden 
E 112 S\V 114 
1893 - Berg. l.W. 
1945 - Anderson. Leslie 
1992 - Anderson. Muriel 
W 112 SW 114 
1893 - Anderson. A. 
1945 - Anderson. Leslie 

1992 - Anderson. Muriel 
NW 114 
1893 - Clark. James 
1945 - Anderson. Edwin 
1992 - Anderson. Muriel 
E 112 NE 1/4 
1893 - Bathgate. R.D. 
1945 - Martin. Thomas. Robert and 
McKenzie. Mrs. R. 
1992 - Robison. Kay/Hueging, 
Henry 
W 112 NE 114 
1893 Riley. R.T. 
1945 - Martin. Thomas. Robert and 
McKenzie. Mrs. R. 
1992 - Robison, Kay/Hueging. 
Henry 

Section 16 
SE 114 
1893 - Allan. George 
1945 - Anderson. Arnold 
1992 - Anderson. Arne & Margaret 

SW 114 
1893 - McTavish. George 
1945 - Siagerillan. Ray 
1992 - Anderson. Arne& 

Burkhardt. K. 



NW 114 
1893 - Fonseca, Albert 
1945 - Buckle, H.e. 
1992 - Siagerman, Dale 
W 112 NE 114 
1893 - Fonseca. Albert 
1945 - Buckle, H.e. 

1992 - Siagerman. Dale 
E 112 NE 114 
1893 - Clark, James 
1945 - Anderson, Edwin 

1992 - Anderson. Arne 

Section 17 
SE 114 
1893 - Manitoba Real Estate Co. 
1945 - Siagerman, D. & Edith 
1992 - Siagerman, Evie 
SW 114 
1892 - CaldwelL J.F. 

1945 - Bergey. Lester & Orton 
1992 - Minaker. Gil 
S 112 NW 114 
1892 - Caldwell, J.F. 
1945 - Bergey, Lester & Orton 
1992 - Minaker. Gil: R.M. of 
Rosser and M&L Gravel 
N 112 NW 114 
1893 - Ross, Louisa 
1945 - Mulligan, F.A. 
1992 - Minaker, Walter 
S 112 NE 114 
1893 - Manitoba Real Estate Co 
1945 - Siagerman, D. & Edith 
1992 - Siagerman, Evie 
N 112 NE 114 
1893 - Fonseca. Ben 
1945 - Siagerman. Harry 
1992 - Siagerman. Evie 

Section 18 
SE 114 
1893 - Schultz. Agnes 
1945 - Bergey, Lester 
1992 - Minaker, Dave 
SW 114 
1893 - BeachelL William 
1945 - BeachelL Percy 
1992 - BeachelL Jim 
NW 114 
1893 - MitchelL H.E. 
1945 - Childerhose, e. 
1992 - Childerhose, Ron 
NE 114 
1893 - Gourd, Annie 
1945 - Siagerman. Ray 
1992 - Fetterman, William 

Section 19 
S 112 SE 114 
1893 - Gourd, Annie 
1945 - Siagerman, Ray 
1992 - Fetterman. William 

N 112 SE 114 
1900 - Simpson, E.L. 
1945 - Fetterman, Fred 
1992 - Fetterman, William 

S 112 SW 114 
1893 - MitchelL H.E. 
1945 - Childerhose, e. 
1992 - Lindsay. Charles 
N 112 SW 114 
1893 - MitchelL H.E. 
1945 - Massey. Henry 
1992 - Lindsay, Charles 

NW 114 
1893 - Mitchell. H.E. 
1945 - Massey. Henry 
1992 - Lindsay. Charles & 
Primeridian Farms 
NE 114 
1900 - Simpson. E.L. 
1945 - Fetterman, Fred 
1992 - Fetterman, William 

Section 20 
SE 114 
1893 - Fonseca, Ben 

1945 - Siagerman. Harry 
1992 Siagerman. Evie 
SW 1/4 
1893 - Ross. Louisa 
1945 - Cowdery. R. & Ann 
1992 - Palmer, Bryan: Witt. R.: 
Lester Cartage & Nichols. M. 
NW 1/4 
1893 - Bannerman, A. 
1945 Palmer, H. 

1992 - Palmer. B. 
W 112 NE 114 
1893 - Bannen1HlIl. A. 
1945 - Palmer, H. 
1992 - Palmer, B. 

E 112 NE 114 
1893 - Simpson. William 
1945 - Walker. Frank 
1992 - Anderson. Eddie 

Section 21 
E 112 SE 114 
1893 - Watt, Walter 
1945 - Anderson. Elmer 
1992 - Munro, Jack 
W 112 SE 114 
1893 - Fisher, James 

1945 - Attree. Joseph 
1992 - Siagerman. Dale & Attree. 
H. 
SW 114 
1893 - Fisher, James 
1945 - Attree, Joseph 
1992 - Siagerman, Dale 

NW 114 
1893 - Simpson, William 
1945 - Anderson, Roy 
1992 - Anderson, Eddie 

~E 1/4 
1893 - Nanton. A.M. 
1945 - Anderson. Elmer 
1992 - Munro. Jack 

Section 22 
SE 114 
1893 - Riley, R.T. 

1945 -
Martin,T.&R./McKenzie.Mrs. R. 
1992 - MacKenzie, John 

SW 114 
1893 - Watt, Walter 
1945 - Anderson. Elmer 
1992 - Munro, Jack 
NW 114 
1893 - Mathers. Thomas 
1945 - Dinsmore. Mary 
1992 Anderson. Muriel 
NE 1/4 
1893 - Allan. George 
1945 - Dinsmore. Mary 
1992 - Robison. Kay 

Section 23 
SE 114 
1893 - McDermot, A. 
1945 - Fife, W.A. 
1992 - Morrison. Arthur 

SW 1/4 
1893 - Allan. George 
1945 - Murphy. Harry 
1992 - Murphy. Addie 
W 112 NW 1/4 
1893 - Allan, George 
1945 - Murphy, Harry 

1992 Murphy. Addie 
E 112 NW 114 
1893 - Merchants Bank 
1945 - Stewart. R.A. 
1992 - Stewart, Kelvin 
NE 114 
1893 - Merchants Bank 
1945 - Stewart, R.A. 
1992 - Stewart, Kelvin 

Section 24 
S 112 SE 1/4 
1893 - Coatsworth. Emerson 
1945 - Morrison. e.H. 

1992 - Morrison. D. & Trute. B. 
N 112 SE 114 
1893 - Richards, A.E. 

1945 - Oades. Wilfred 
1992 - Turbett. Hugh 
S 112 SW 1/4 
1893 - Alliance Trust Co. 
1945 - Johnson. e. 
1992 - Oatway. Jack 

N 1/2 SW 114 
1893 - Watt. W.L. 
1945 - Stewart, D.S. 
1992 - Stewart. Charles D. 

)'I;W 1/4 
1893 - Watt, W.L. 

1945 - Stewart, D.S. 
1992 - Stewart. Charles D. 
NE 114 (S 1/2-LS.D, 9&10) 
1893 - Richards. A.E. 
1945 - Oades. Wilfred 
1992 - Turbett. Hugh 
NE 1/4 ()'I; 1I2-LS.D. 9&1(» 
1893 - Richards. A.E. 
1945 - Stewart. Charles e. 
1992 - Stewart, Kelvin 

Section 25 
SE 114 
1893 - Allan. George 
1945 - Stewart. D.S. 
1992 - Stewart. Charles D. 
SW 114 
1893 - Dominion of Canada 

Mortgage 
1945 - Stewart, R.A. & e.e. 
1992 - Stewart, A.B 
S 112 NW 1/4 
1893 - Dominion of Canada 
Mortgage 
1945 Stewart, R.A. & e.e. 
1992 - Stewart, A.B. 
N 1/2 NW 114 
1904 - Bowler. William 
1945 - McCartney. w.e. 
1992 - Stewart, A.B. 

S 112 NE 1/4 
1893 Allan, George 
1945 - Stewart. D.S. 
1992 - Stewart, Charles D. 
N 112 NE 114 
1893 - Ross, e., Campbell & 
Crawford 
1945 - Stewart. D.S. 
1992 - Stewart, Charles D. 

Section 26 
SE 1/4 
1893 - Hudson's Bay Co. 
1945 - Miller, !-!.I-I. 
1992 - Anderson, Dorothy 
SW 1/4 
1893 - Hudson's Bay Co. 
1945 - MilicI', H.H. 
1992 - PalZia, Norman&Langilie. 

Dale 
NW 114 
1893 - Hudson's Bay Co. 

1945 - Miller, H.H. 
1992 - PalZia, Norman 
NE 114 
1893 - Bannatyne, William 

1945 - Stewart. W.J. 
1992 - Stewart. A.B. 

Section 27 
S 112 SE 114 
1893 - Allan, George 
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1945 - Dinsmore, Mary 
1992 - Robison, Kay 
N I12 SE 1/4 
1893 - Austin, A.W. 
1945 - Stewart, W.J. 
1992 - Patzia, Nonnan 
S I12 SW I14 
1893 - Mathers, Thomas 
1945 - Dinsmore, Mary 
1992 - Anderson, Muriel 
N I12 SW I14 
1893 - Dominion of Canada 
Mortgage 
1945 - Murphy, Ellen 
1992 - Murphy, George 
NW I14 
1893 - Dominion of Canada 
Mortgage 
1945 - Murphy, Ellen 
1992 - Murphy, George 
NE I14 
1893 - Austin, A.W. 
1945 - Stewart. W.J. 
1992 - Patzia, Norman 

Section 28 
S I12 SE I14 
1893 - Nanton, A.M. 
1945 - Anderson, Elmer 
1992 - Munro, Jack 
N I12 SE I14 
1893 - Read, G.M. 
1945 - Murphy, W.H. 
1992 - Murphy, George & William 
SW I14 
1893 - Simpson, Ethelbert 
1945 - Murphy, W.H. 
1992 - Murphy, Marj 
S I12 NW I14 
1893 - Simpson, Ethelbert 
1945 - Murphy, W.H. 
1992 - Murphy, Marj 
N I12 NW I14 
1893 - Law, John 
1945 - Ridgeway, Alice 
1992 - Ridgeway, John 
NE I14 
1893 - Read, G.M. 
1945 - Murphy, W.H. 
1992 - Murphy, George 

Section 29 
SE I14 
1901 - Simpson Bros 

1945 - Walker, Frank 
1992 - Minaker, Walter& Eichel, 

John 
SW I14 
1901 - Simpson Bros 
1945 - Toutant, Charles 
1992 - Minaker. Walter 
NW I14 
1909 - First National Realty Co. 
1945 - Rutherford, Alex 
1992 - Rutherford, Jack, R. & R. 
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NE I14 
1915 - Craig, W.F. 
1945 - Rutherford, Alex 
1992 - Rutherford, Jack 

Section 30 
SE 1/4 
1893 - Simpson, R.G. 
1945 - Van Slyke, H.N. 
1992 - Minaker. Walter & Jewell, B. 
N I12 SW I14 
1893 - Phipps, George 
1945 - Hagerman, Harry 
1992 - Rutherford, Jack 
S I12 SW I14 
1893 - Phipps, George 
1945 - Massey, Henry 
1992 - R.M. of Rosser 
S I12 NW I14 
1893 - MacKenzie, K. 
1945 - Hagerman, H. 
1992 - Rutherford, Jack & Voth, K. 
N I12 NW 114 
1893 - Shore, Hy Estate of 
1945 - Miller, Walter 
1992 - Miller. William & Robert 
N I12 NW I14 (portion) 
1893 - Phipps, George 
1945 - James, William A. Estate of 
1992 - Lawrence & McEwen 
N I12 NE I14 
1893 - Shore, Hy Estate of 
1945 - Miller. Walter 
1992 - Miller, William & Robert 
S I12 NE I14 
1893 - Simpson, R.G. 
1945 - Van Slyke, H.N. 
1992 - Minaker, Walter 

Section 31 
SE I14 
1893 - Shore, Hy Estate of 
1945 - Miller, Walter 
1992 - Miller. William 
SW I14 
1893 - Shore, Hy Estate of 
1945 - Miller, Walter 
1992 - Miller, Robert 
NW I14 
1893 - Allan, George 
1945 - James, Renouard & Laura 
1992 - Miller, William & Robert; 
Brotherston Ent & Smyth, Wendy 

NE 114 
1893 - Allan, George 
1945 - James, Renouard & Laura 
1992 - Miller. William & Robert 
NE I14 (fraction) 
1893 - Allan, George 
1945 - Federal Grain Co. 
1992 - Bouvette, R. & Weisz, L. 
NE 114 (fraction) 
1893 - Allan, George 
1945 - Grosse Isle School District 
1992 - Grosse Isle S.D. 

NE I14 (fraction) 
1893 - Allan, George 
1945 - Tyler, H.F. 
1992 - Oulette, Omar 
NE 114 (fraction) 
1893 - Allan, George 
1945 - BeaehelL Eliza 
1992 - Subdivision Plan 13374 

Section 32 
SE I14 
1893 - Davies, Mrs. G.S. & H.W. 
1945 - Leney, Thomas 
1992 - Leney, Chuck & A&M 
Soils 
E I12 SW 1/4 
1893 - Davies, Mrs. G.S. & H.W. 
1945 - Leney. Thomas 
1992 - Leney, Chuck 
W I12 SW I14 
1893 - Thompson, M. & Leney, 
Robert 
1945 - Ridgeway, John 
1992 - Murphy, William 
NW I14 
1893 - Thompson, M. & Leney, 
Robert 
1945 - Ridgeway, John 
1992 Murphy, William 
NE 1/4 
1893 - Davies, Mrs. G.S. & H.W. 
1945 - Leney, Thomas 
1992 - Leney, Glen & Harris, A. 

Section 33 
SE I14 
1893 - Grant, Robert 
1945 - Ridgeway, Mrs. Myrtle 
1992 - Ridgeway, William 

SW I14 
1893 - Law, John 
1945 - Ridgeway, Alice 
1992 - Ridgeway, John 
W I12 NW I14 
1893 - Davies, Mrs. G.S. & H.W. 
1945 - Lefley, Thomas 
1992 - Leney, Glen & Jean 
E I12 NW I14 
1893 - Law, David 
1945 - Ridgeway, Mrs. Myrtle 
1992 - Ridgeway, W. 
NE I14 
1893 - Law, David 
1945 - Ridgeway, M. 
1992 - Ridgeway, W. & Lesavage, S. 

Section 34 
SE 114 
1907 - Johnston, E.E. 
1945 - Allen, Albert 
1992 - Tataryn, Radford 
E I12 SW I14 
1907 - Johnston, E.E. 
1945 - Allen, Albert 
1992 - Tataryn, Radford 

W 112 SW 114 
1893 - Grant, Robert 
1945 - Buchanan, W.S. 
1992 - Tataryn, Nick 
NW I14 

1893 - North British Can 
Investment 
1945 - Buchanan, W.S. 
1992 - Tataryn, Radford 
W 112 NE I14 
1893 - North British Can 
Investment 
1945 - Buchanan, W.S. 
1992 - Barnett, James-Tataryn, R. 
E I12 NE I14 
1893 - Matheson, John Sr. 
1945 - Buchanan, W.S. 
1992 - Barnett, James-Tataryn, R. 

Section 35 
S I12 SE 1/4 
1893 - Bannatyne, William 
1945 - Stewart. W.J. 
1992 - Patzia, NonmlIl 
N I12 SE I14 
1893 - Logan, Mary 
1945 - Bowler, Melville 
1992 -
Blagden,N.;Lyndon,M.&Semeniuk 
SW I14 
1893 - Logan, Mary 
1945 - Stewart, W.J. 
1992 - Drumminnes Farms Ltd. 
NW I14 
1893 - Matheson, John Sr. 
1945 - Buchanan, W.S. 
1992 - Tataryn, Nick 
NE I14 
1893 - Mulholland, Robert 
1945 - Bowler, S. 
1992 Meads, Brian 

Section 36 
SE I14 
1893 - Ross,e. & Campbell & 
Crawford 
1945 - Stewart, 1.E. 
1992 - Stewart, Charles 
SW I14 
1893 - Bowler. William 
1945 - McCartney, W.e. 
1992 - Stewart, A.B. & Latta, D. 
W I12 NW I14 
1893 - Mulholland, Robert 
1945 - Bowler. S. 
1992 - Meads, Brian 
E III NW I14 
1893 - Mulholland, Robert 
1945 - Paterson, Frederick 
1992 - Stewart. A.B. 
NE I14 
1893 - Mulholland, Robert 
1945 - Paterson, Frederick 
1992 - Barker, Robert W. 
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TOWNSHIP 1l.2E - SURVEYOR'S FIELD 
NOTES* 

S,L. Brabazon, Deputy Surveyor, was in charge of the survey 
conducted here from September 12 to October 5, 1871. Some of 
his observations were as follows: 

"This township is not offit/l dimensions. The line ... /i"om the 
Assinihoine Ril'er ClltS (if{ some (~f' the SOli them portion. In timher 
it is wholly deficient there heing only a few swamp willow and 
some dying poplar in Section 27 hut till lately that tract was quite 
a IllxlIriant poplar hlllfr The timher in the south portion it is 
thought helongs to the Reserl'e. The sllpply (If' water is rather 
more plentijit/. Stllrgeon Creek waters the South West corner. 
and there is a small pond or a large spring of'most excellent 
water hetween Section 20 and 21. Here is also a spring in the 
ravine in Section 22. It was the water (If'this last we lIsed during 
the survey - it was very hard, most disagreeahle for washing and 
after rain hecame unfit for lise /i"om salt. It seems that the rain 
washed the salt into the ravinefi'om the a(Uacent saline patches. 

"The hest index to the fertility (If' the soil - its clothing - was 
wanting. The October fire hal'ing passed just hef'ore the survey 
commenced. Howel'er there was enough to satisf'y me that the 
entire (if the township will make valuahle agricllltural land ((If' 
course I do not know ahout the saline portions) hut there is a 
great extent of very superior soil and if there he some a little wet 
it will he scarcely less valuahle as meadow land. 

"A rocky or ston)' ridge tral'erses this township ji"om North to 
South. It is shown on the plan in Sections 27 and 34. I hal'e no 
douht of'its heing the same formation (Ij'that in Township XII, 
Secs 21 and 28 and I think it extends southerly to the Assinihoine 
River ncar St. James' Church. The land to the west of'the ridge is 
higher and more gravelly. to the East, lower and more allul'ial. 
Stone is quarried in the 36th Section and hrought to Winnipeg 
.t(lr huilding. It is a soft grayish limestone. I don't knoH' of' what 
period. 

"In the south west part of the Township there is a 
considerahle area under cllltivation hut the fences ([re so 
irregular it would he impossihle. without a special SUJ'l'c.\'..f(Il· the 
purpose to represent them on the plan and as they IW1'e all the 
appearance (If' heing intended to he temporary I did not sec that 
any valuahle il(f(lrmation would he ohtained hv it. The same 
remark applies to the timher or hush. It is so rer,r irregular and 
there arc such quick changes ./i"om hush to prairie that it is very 
difficult or impossihle to gil'e ([n outline oj'the hush." 

*These SlIl'l'eyor's Field Notes were trw/scrihed /i'om microflllll 
records prOl'ided hy C.F. Holm, SUJ'l'c),s CInd Mapping Branch, 
Provincc (I/Manitoha. 

TOWNSHIP 11, RANGE 2E 

Section 11 
E 1I2 NW 1I4 
1893 - Allan, Gcorgc 

1945 - Kjcal. Holger 
1992 - no longcr in RM 
W 1I2 NW 1I4 
1893 - Allan. George 
1945 - Wirth, Gcorge 
1992 - no longer in RM 

Section 14 
1893 - Waters. V.L.: Brown. A.M.: 
Otty. John: Ellis. Hcnry: Valiancy. 
Thomas: Cox. James: and Western 
Canada loan Co. 
1945 -Jenkins. James & Mary: Van 
Haute. Jules & Evelyn: Delucia. 
Marino: Johnston Bros.: and 
Johnston. 1. Estate of 
1992 - no longer in RM 

Section 15 
SE 1I4 
1893 - Godding. Reverend John: 
Cartwright. Sir R.1.: and Dundee 
Ins 1945 - Van Haute. Jules & 
Evelyn 
1992 - City or Queen 
NE 1I4 
1893 - Preston. Adam F. 
1945 - Ainley. Oliver Sinclair 
1992 - City or Queen 

Section 18 

N 1I2 NW 1I4 
(part of Plan 1249 in 1915) 
1893 - Plaxton. W. 

N 1I2 NE 1I4 
(part of Plan 1249 in 1915) 
1893 - PI axton, W. 

N 1I2 N 1I2 (Lots 1-16 inclusive) 

1915 - Stirrett. George: McKinnon. 
D.: Bagshaw. Thomas: Coolidge. 
W.e.: Dunhar. E.R.: Baker. e.W: 
Mcrle. P.: Bossuyt. e.: Ranat. A.: 
Fleitch, F. Coolidge. W.e.: 
McGerr. E.: Parrish. S.W.: and 

Barber. E.B. 

1945 - Patterson. Mrs. Anne: 
McKinnon. D.: Patterson. Bert: 
Miller. R. lorne: Wetton. Thomas: 
Rose. Ernest: Bocttcher. W. 
1992 - Subidar. M.: Andrcjczak. 
A.: Capozzi. S.: City of Winnipeg: 
Santana Kenncls: Touchette. 
Maurice & Rene: Godenir: 
Dielman: Werk: Sayeo. A.: 
Kramhle. D.: Knowles & Nichol: 
Hammcrling. G.: Pakay. D.: and 
Mustafic. Z. 

Section 19 
SE 1I4 
1893 - Plaxton. W. 
SE 1I4 (Lots 17 to 24, Plan 1249) 

1945 - Boettchcr. W. 
1992 - Andrezjczak. A.: Macluba. 
M.: Werk. D.: Vel is. L.: Mustafic. 
Z.: and Kacic. A. 
SW 1I4 
1893 - Burns. Thomas & Patrick: 
and Greater Winnipeg Gas 
1945 - Patterson. Mrs. Anna 
1992 - Patterson. Thomas 
S 1/2 NW 114 
1893 - Smith. Mrs. Margarct 
1945 - Patterson. Mrs. Anna 
1992 - Patterson. Thomas 
N 112 NW 114 
I R93 - Else, George 
1945 - Boettcher. William 
1992 - Rose, Harry 
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Pt ofNE 1/4 
1893 - Else, George 
1945 - Rose, Harry 
1992 - McEwen, Jean 

Section 20 
E 1/2 SE 1/4 
1893 - Livingstone, Malcolm 
1945 - Ridge, Elmore & Madeline 
1992 - Thoms, Douglas 
W 1/2 SE 1/4 
1893 - Livingstone, Malcolm 
1945 - Ridge, Elmore & Madeline 
1992 - CPR 
SW 1/4 
1893 - Allan, George 
1945 - Hudson, George 
1992-CPR 

NW 1/4 
1893 - Allan, George 
1945 - Hudson, George 
1992 - CPR 

NE 114 
1893 - Aikins, Somerset & 
Montgomery 
1945 - Hudson, Percy 
1992 - CPR and Johnson, Ruth 

Section 21 
Pt of SE 1/4 
1893 - Beveridge, Thomas 
1945 - RM of Rosser 
1992 - Queen 
Pt ofSE 1/4 
1893 - Beveridge, Thomas 
1945 - RM of Rosser 
1992 - Queen 

Pt of SE 1/4 
1893 - Beveridge, Thomas 
1945 - Turbett, lR, & R.e. 
1992 - TurbetL Hugh 

SW 1/4 
1893 - White, W.G. & Middleton. 

A.G 
1945 - Ryan, R.E. 
1992 - Nayr EnL 

NW 1/4 
1893 - White, W.G. & Middleton. 

A.G 
1945 - Ryan, R.E. 

1992 - Nayr EnL 

NE 114 
1893 - Moore, Robert/ScotL 

William 
1945 - TurbetL R.e. 
1992 - Turbett, Kathleen: Hiebert: 

Pownell: Lamy 

Section 22 
SE 114 (portion north of CPR) 
1893 - Aikins & Montgomery 
1945 - Szumlanski, A. 

1992 - Seaforth Investments 
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SE 1/4 (portion south of CPR) 
1893 - Aikins & Montgomery 
1945 - Fardoe, E. 
1992 - The Queen 
SW 1/4 (W.21 chs.34 Iks)(W 112) 
1893 - Lasenby, Frank 
1945 - Gardner, William 
1992 - Nayr Ent. 
SW 114 (fraction) 
1893 - Good. Joseph/BlinkinsoL lM. 
1945 - CPR 
1992 - CPR 
NW 114 (fraction) 
1893 - Preston. Adam F. 
1945 - CPR 
1992 - CPR 
E 1/2 SW 114 
1893 - Good, Joseph/BlinkinsoL lM. 
1945 - RM of Rosser 
1992 - RM of Rosser 
NW 1/4 (north of Colony Creek) 
1893 - Preston. Adam F. 
1945 - Wiley. John M. 
1992 - Spletzer, Poon & Burgess 
NW 114 (south of Colony Creek) 
1893 - Preston. Adam F. 
1945 - Burgess. Mrs. F. 
1992 - Burgess, Locke 
NE 114 (pt) 
1893 - Aikins & Montgomery 
1945 - Szumlanski, A. 

1992 - Commercial land 
NE 114 (pt NW of CPR) 
1893 - Aikins & MOl1lgomery 
1945 - Roche, Mrs. Laura 
1992 - Roche, Roy H. 

Section 23 
W 1/2 SE 114 
1893 - Barton Estate 
1945 - Egesz, Bartholomew 
1992 - no longer in RM 
E 1/2 SE 114 (fraction of L.S.D, #8) 

1893 - Barton Estate 
1945 - DiawoL John 
1992 - no longer in RM 
E 112 SE 114 (fraction of L.S.D. #8) 

1893 - Barton Estate 
1945 - Chudzik, August 
1992 - no longer in RM 
SW 1/4 
(portion south of Oak Point 
Highway) 
1893 - Enderton,e.H./Man. Turf 
Club 
1945 - Goitz. George 
1992 - no longer in RM 
SW 1/4 
(portion N & E of Oak Point 
Highway) 
1893 - Enderton.e.H./Man. Turf 
Club 
1945 - Chudzik. August 
1992 - no longer in RM 

S 112 NW 1/4 
1893 - Sutherland. Hugh 
1945 - Church. Stanley 
1992 - no longer in RM 
S 1/2 NW 1/4 
(fraction south Oak Point 
Highway) 
1893 - Sutherland. Hugh 
1945 - Ziebert, Ferdinand 
1992 - no longer in RM 

NE 1/4 
1893 - Sutherland, Hugh 
1945 - Chapman, Frank 
1992 - no longer in RM 
NE 114 (fraction) 
1893 - Sutherland. Hugh 
1945 - Hughes. William/Childs, 

Harry 
1992 - no longer in RM 

Section 24 
N 1/2 SW 114 
1893 - Bourbeau, James 
1945 - Muska, Walter & Frank 
1992 - no longer in RM 
NW 114 (part) 
1893 - Kasson. James 
1945 - Dzogan. Harry 
1992 - no longer in RM 
NW 114 (part) 
1893 - Kasson, James 

1945 - Hughes. William 
1992 no longer in RM 

Section 25 
SW 114 (part) 
1893 - Sutherland. Hugh 
1945 - Verch. Fred 
1992 - no longer in RM 
SW 1/4 (part) 
1893 - Sutherland, Hugh 
1945 - Petriw,'Dmytro 

1992 - no longer in RM 
SW 114 (part) 
1893 - Sutherland. Hugh 
1945 - RootsaerL Triphon 
1992 - no longer in RM 
SW 114 (part) 
1893 - Sutherland. Hugh 
1945 - Demkiw, Victoria & Nick 
1992 - no longer in RM 
NW 1/4 
1893 - Alloway, William 

1945 - Wpg Foundation/National 
Trust 
1992 - no longer in RM 

Section 26 
S 1/2 SE 114 (part) 
1893 - Schultz. Hon. J.e. 
1945 - McDougall. Wallace & 
Alice 
1992 - no longer in RM 

S 112 SE 114 (part) 
1893 Schultz. Hon. J.e. 
1945 - Dowbenko, W. 

1992 - no longer in RM 
SE 1/4 (L.S.D. #7-fraction) 
1893 - Schultz. Hon. J.e. 
1945 - B lek, Peter Estate of 
1992 - no longer in RM 

SE 1/4 (balance of L.S.D. #7) 
1893 - Schultz, Hon. le. 
1945 - Dowbenko, W. 
1992 - no longer in RM 
SE 114 (W 1I2-L.S.D. #8) 

1893 - Schultz, Hon. J,e. 
1945 - Redmond, George 
1992 - no longer in RM 

SE 114 (E 1I2-L.S.D. #8) 

1893 - Schultz, Hon. J.e. 
1945 - Chapman, Frank 
1992 - no longer in RM 

S 1/2 SW 114 (south of railway) 
1893 - Nanton. A.M. 

1945 - Church. Margaret & Stanley 
1992 - no longer in RM 
N 112 SW 1/4 
1893 - Nanton, A.M. 
1945 - McNichoL A.R. 
1992 - no longer in RM 
NW 114 
1893 - Nanton. A.M. 
1945 - McNichoL A.R. 
1992 - no longer in RM 

N 112 NE 114 
1893 - Bain. A. 
1945 - Dowbenko, A. 
1992 - no longer in RM 

Section 27 
SE 1/4 
1893 - Archibald & Howell 

1945 - Roche. Roy 
1992 - Roche. Brian & Ron: 
TransX: Pier Property: Aqua 
Industries: Nelson Machinery: Pick 
Seed: Cross Roads Oil 
E 112 SW 114 
1893 - Hazley, William 
1945 - Hazley, Mrs. E. 
1992 - The Players Course 
W 112 SW 114 (L.S.D. #4) 
1893 - Hazley, William 

1945 - Nimmons. D. 
1992 - Goodman, R.&G. 
W 112 SW 114 (L.S.D. #5) 
1893 - Hazley. William 
1945 - Lawrence. Mrs. M.A. 
1992 - Sweetland. L.: Sweetland. 
Robert: Scobie, T.: Reid, W.S. 

NW 114 
1893 - McArthur, D.: Wright. A.: 
and Stewart. J. 
1945 - Roche, Mrs. Laura M. 
1992 - Little Mountain Park 



NE 1/4 
1893 - Champion, N.T. 
1945 - Roche, Roy 
1992 - Roche, Roy 

Section 28 
SE 1/4 (fraction) 
1893 - McQuatt. D.: Atkinson, T.: 
and Murray, A. 
1945 - Fraser, Rebecca 
1992 - Eretz Farms 
SE 1/4 (fraction) 
1893 - Lawrence, Valentine 
1945 - Bentley, Mrs. B. 
1992 - Eretz Farms 
SE 1/4 (fraction-L.S.D. #7 & 8) 
1893 - Taylor, John 
1945 - Ridge, Lawrence 
1992 - Ridge, Gary 
SE 1/4 (fraction) 
1893 - Atkinson, Thomas 
1945 - Mocharski, Wasyl & 
Babiuk 
1992 - Eretz Farms 
SW 1/4 (part) 
1893 - MacArthur, Duncan 
1945 - Mocharski, Wasyl & 
Babiuk 
1992 - Toro Driving Range 
SW 1/4 
1893 - MacArthur. D. 
1945 - Atkinson, J. 
1992 - Atkinson, Gladys 

S 1/2 NW 1/4 
1893 - MacArthur, D. 
1945 - Atkinson, J. 
1992 - Atkinson, Gladys 
NW 1/4 (L.S.D. #13) 
1893 - London & Cdn Loan Co. 
1945 - Comrie, Robert 
1992 - Comrie, Robert T. 
NW 1/4 (W 1/2-L.S.D. # 14) 
1893 - Ross, Donald 
1945 - Gam, R. 
1992 - Sigfusson Investments 
NW 1/4 (E 1/2-L.S.D. # 14) 
1893 - Ross, Donald 
1945 - Bentley. Mrs. B. 
1992 - Sigfusson Investments 
N 112 NE 1/4 
1893 - Bishop of Rupertsland 
1945 - Bentley, Mrs. B. 
1992 - Sigfusson Investments 
S 112 NE 1/4 
1893 - Lawrence, Valentine 
1945 - Bentley, Mrs. B. 
1992 - Sigfusson Investments and 
Anderson, J. 

Section 29 
SE 1/4 
1893 - MacArthur, D. 
1945 - Chimuk, J. 

1992 - Joe's & Company 

SW 1/4 
1893 - MacArthur, D. 
1945 - Chimuk, J. 

1992 - Joe's & Company 
NW 1/4 
1893 - School Lands 
1945 - Comrie, Robert 
1992 - Comrie. Robert T. 

NE 1/4 
1893 - School Lands 
1945 - Comrie, Robert 
1992 - Comrie, R. T. and Joe's & Co. 

Section 30 
SE 1/4 
1893 - Allan, George 
1945 - Graham, Mrs. E.B. 
1992 - The Grahams 

SW 1/4 
1893 - Christie, Hon. W.J. 
1945 - Manning, R.C. Estate of 

1992 - Chimuk. A./Ferdman.E. 
S 1/2 NW 1/4 
1893 - Christie, Hon. W.J. 
1945 - Manning, R.C. Estate of 
1992 - Taylor, D./Hashimoto 

Builders 
N 1/2 NW 1/4 
1893 - Gerrie, Robert 
1945 - Green, Lawrence 
1992 - S&M Holdings 
N 1/2 NE 1/4 
1893 - Narlton, A.M. 
1945 - Green, Lawrence, 
1992 - S&M Holdings 

S 1/2 NE 1/4 
1893 - Allan, George 
1945 - Graham, Mrs. E.B. 

1992 - The Grahams 

Section 31 
SE 1/4 
1893 - Nanton, A.M. 
1945 - Green, Lawrence, 

1992 - S&M Holdings 
SW 1/4 
1893 - Gerrie, Robert 

1945 - Green, Lawrence 
1992 - S&M Holdings 
N 1/2 NW 1/4 
1893 - Gerrie, Robert 

1945 - Green. Lawrence 
1992 - S&M Holdings 
S 1/2 NW 1/4 
1893 - Thompson, J.D. 
1945 - Cranston, Sam 
1992 - Hudson, Ron 
NE 1/4 
1893 - Thompson, J.D. 
1945 - Cranston, Sam 
1992 - Palmer, David & 
Bird,Robert 

Section 32 
SE 1/4 
1893 - Marks. Joseph 
1945 - Comrie. R.T. 
1992 - Comrie. Robert T. 
SE (fraction) 
1893 - Marks, Joseph 
1945 - Taylor. J.N. Estate of 
1992 - Hudson. Percy 
W 1/2 SW 1/4 (fraction N & E of 
CPR) 
1893 - Provincial Government 
1945 - Taylor. J.N. Estate of 
1992 - Hudson. Percy 
E 1/2 SW 1/4 
1893 - Marks, Joseph 
1945 - Taylor, J.N. Estate of 
1992 - Comrie, R.T. 

NW 1/4 
1893 - Provincial Government 
1945 - Taylor, J.N. Estate of 
1992 - Hudson, Percy & Pederson. D. 

NE 1/4 
1893 - Bryant 
1945 - Oatway, Alfred & Alfred J. 
1992 - Oatway. Jack 

Section 33 
SE 1/4 
1893 - Bishop of Rupertsland 
1945 - Lawrence. A.L.E. 
1992 - Lawrence, Evered 

SW 1/4 
1893 - London & Cdn. Loan Co. 

1945 - Comrie. Robert 
1992 - Comrie, Robert T. 
W 1/2 NW 1/4 
1893 - Bryant 
1945 - Lawrence, Evered 

1992 - Lach Brothers Landscaping 
E 1/2 NW 1/4 
1893 - McWilliams. Walter 
1945 - Dc Jonkheere, Arthur 

1992 - Second Property Holdings 
NE 1/4 
1893 - McWilliams, Walter 
1945 - De Jonkheere, Arthur 
1992 - Second Property Holdings 
& Futros. M. 

Section 34 
SE 1/4 
1893 - Smith, Sir D.A. 
1945 - Gam, R. 
1992 - Ryan, Keith & Stamatis. D. 

N 1/2 SW 1/4 
1893 - Smith, Sir D.A. 
1945 - Gam, R. 
1992 - Manitoba Ltd. 

S 1/2 SW 114 
1893 - City of Winnipeg 
1945 - Gam, R. 
1992 - RM of Rosser 

S 112 NW II..! 
1893 - Smith, Sir D.A. 

1945 - Kroll. Edward & Olga 
1992 - Kroll. Douglas 
:\ 112 NW 114 
1893 - Smith. Sir D.A. 
1945 - Kroll. Edward & Olga 
1992 - Panorama Properties 
NE 1/4 
1893 - Smith, Sir D.A. 
1945 - Gam. R. 
1992 - Krowiak, Joseph 

Section 35 
S 112 SW 1/4 
1893 - Champion, W. 
1945 - Roche. Mrs. L.M. 
1992 - no longer in RM 
N 1/2 SW 1/4 
1893 - McBurnie, D.W. & 
Fleming. D. 
1945 - Wonneck, Daniel 
1992 - no longer in RM 
S 1/2 SW 1/4 
1893 - McBurnie. D.W. & 
Fleming, D. 
1945 - Wonneck, Daniel 

1992 - no longer in RM 
N 1/2 NW 1/4 
1893 - Aikins. Maria J. 
1945 - Grcnkow. P. 
1992 - no longer in RM 
W 112 NE I/4 
1893 - Bennett, William C. 
1945 - Grycko. D. 

1992 - no longer in RM 
E 112 NE 114 
1893 - Wetherley, Ham. 
1945 - Grenkow, D. 
1992 - no longer in RM 

Section 36 
W 112 SE 1/4 
1893 - Polson, Angus 
1945 - Plytka, W. 
1992 - no longer in RM 
SW 1/4 
1893 - Mulvey, Stewart 
1945 - Grenkow, Paul 

1992 - no longer in RM 
SW 1/4 (portion) 
1893 - MUlvey. Stewart 
1945 - Rootsaert. T. 
1992 - no longer in RM 
NW 114 
1893 - Peebles. Major A.J.L. 
1945 - Krawliuk. Stanley 
1992 - no longer in RM 
NE 1/4 
1893 - Irvine, Colonel A.G. 
1945 - Spivak, David 

1992 - no longer in RM 
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TOWNSHIP 12.2E - SURVEYOR'S FIELD 
NOTES* 

At the same time that Deputy Surveyor Wagner was at work 
on IE, S.L. Brabazon was recording data on 2E: 

"The above Township is for the most part an open Prairie 
there being but three or four grOl'es of' poplar, a few oak and 
some swamp willow found on it. And it is quite likely that the 
fires which passed Ol'er in the early part of' Octoher hCil'e killed 
the greater portion ()r the trees so that the filfure inhabitants of 
the Township will have to obtain their supplies o/jirewood and 
fencing .fi'om other lands - prohably.fi'om the next Township to 
the North, where there appears to be a fair supply of wood. 
1ndeed a settler who lives there on the land ." told me the belt ()f' 
timber that comlJlences there, within a few chains ()f'the northern 
outline of this Township, extends back 10 miles-

"There is no doubt but trees could be easily clllti\'(/ted here. 
There was a great deal more timber than there is now. Some has 
heen destroyed byfire and some has been taken by settlers on the 
banks of Red River. There were several patches (~f' seedling 
poplar about a foot high but the fires hCil'e disposed of them. 

"There is a great scarcity ()f' water too. We saw but one 
natural spring in the Township. 1t occurred at the end ()f' a stony 
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ridge in Section 28. There is a well in the South East corner 
which was dllg by haymakers and the settler in the township to 
the north above-mentioned got water in two places at moderate 
depths (16 feet (f'1 remember correctly). So, .fi'OIJl these facts it 
/1/(/)' be in/erred that water can he had hy sinking throughout -

"The Township is generall.v l'ery lel'el. When 1 first saw it 1 
thought it was pC/jectly so except for a ridge that mns through 
part of it. But a/reI' the fire Iwd passed it presented a l'en 
different appearance, showing unCl'enness ... hut of course a l'er'\, 
small rise or depression would appear on such a generally l'el:" 
level .I'll/face. ' 

"1t is admitted at Manitoba that this was a rel1larkahlv dr,. 
season. Probablv on that account it mav be incorrect to sa",'ther'e 
is no part of thie\: Township too wet for ~'ultil'lltion - There ;nav he 
portions of'it where water lies too late in spring to admft of 
cropping hut as 1 found no water at all 1 can know nothing of' 
such places and theref'ore cannot report their presence, nor do I 
heliel'e in their existence - But if' water does lie a little too long in 
places there will be all the better meadoH' there, so with the 
exception ()j"solJle slJlall areas of' a saline nature - popularlv saltv 
land - where a l'ery scant)' herhage grows, the entire 'of th~ 
Township may be classed as superior agriculfllralland. 

"The only geological feature is the stony ridge ahove 
JIIentioned which loses itse(j" in the prairie in Section 28 and is I 
hUl'e little doubt a continuation of'the ridge in TOH'nship XI, Sec. 
34. 1t is composed (<I'loose stones ()j" all kinds hut I think there is 
limestone in sites - good Iwilding stone, and in sl(/jicient quantit,v 
to aflord material for a good stone house on eFery quarter 
section in the Township. 

"To the East or this ridge the country is lower and oj" a more 
allul'iul character - To West the I([nd is higher and the soil JIIore 
graFell)'." 

*These SUITeyor's Field Notes were transcribed/i'om micr(Jjillll 
records prO\'ided by C.F. f-/olin, SlI/TC,V,\' and Mapping Branch, 
ProFincc orManitoha. 

TOWNSHIP 12, RANGE 2E 
Section 1 
SE I/4 
I ~93 - Ross. William 
1945 - Dowberlkow, W. 
1992 - Mangel, J &S: Harrisko, 

Olga 
SW 114 
I ~93 - Grisdale, Dean 
1945 - Gadsden, B.J. 
1992 - Active Builders 
SW 114 (fraction) 
I ~93 - Grisdale, Dean 
1945 - RM of Rosser 
1992 - Active Builders 
SW 114 (fraction) 
1893 - Grisdale, Dean 
1945 - Taylor, Mrs. M. 
1992 - Active Builders 
SW 114 (fraction) 
I ~93 - Grisdale, Dean 
1945 - Baird. Thomas 
1992 - Active Builders 
SW 114 (fraction) 
I ~93 - Grisdale, Dean 
1945 - RM of Rosser 
1992 - Active Builders 

NW 114 
I ~93 - Fraser, William 
1945 - Gadsden, B.D. 
1992 - Krowiak. Caroline 
NW 1/4 (fraction) 
I ~93 - Fraser, William 
1945 - City of Winnipeg-Ditch 
1992 - City of Winnipeg-Ditch 

NW I14 (fraction) 
I ~93 - Fraser, William 
1945 - RM of Rosser 
1992 - Imperial Oil 

NE 114 
I ~93 - Harrower. John 
1945 - McNichoL A.R. 
1992 - Krowiak. Caroline 
Section 2 
N I12 SE I14 - Plan 1793 
I ~93 - Sanderson. Joseph 
1945 - Maxwell, R.H.; Melnick, 

William: Biscupich, Ivan. 
1992 - Syrotiuk, Nester & Annette: 
Maxwell, Mona: McDufL Allan: 
Taylor, John & Sylvia: Maharaj. 
Naresh & Chitra: Maxwell, Russell 
& Robert: Grenkow, Gordon P. & 

Darlene 



S 112 SE 114 
1893 - Weatherby, C.N. 
1945 - Grenkow, Paul 
1992 - Grenkow, Gordon 
SW 114 - Plan 980 (1910) 
1893 - Merchants Bank 
1945 - Grenkow, Paul; RM of 
Rosser; Day, J.; Krowliuk, Stanley; 
Bodnarehuk, N.; Kieenko, D.; 
Biskupich, Ivan 

1992 - Syrotiuk, Nester & Annette; 
Maxwell, Mona; McDuff, Allan; 

Taylor, John & Sylvia; Maharaj, 
Naresh & Chitra; Maxwell, Russell 
& Robert; Grenkow, Gordon P. & 
Darlene 
NW 114 
1893 - Wickson, A. 
1945 - Grenkow, 

D.Mary/Annie/Stella 
1992 - Friesen Enterprize 
NE 114 
1893 - Maybury, Madeison 
1945 - Grenkow, 

D.Mary/Annie/Stella 
1992 - Friesen Enterprize 

Section 3 
W 112 SE 114 
1893 - Jones, James R. 
1945 - DeJonkherre, Arthur 
1992 - Krowiak, Joseph 
E 112 SE 114 
1893 - Jones, James R. 
1945 - Krowliuk, Stanley 
1992 - Krowiak, Joseph 
E 112 SW 114 
1893 - Jones, James R. 
1945 - Grenkow, Paul 
1992 - H.B. Investments/Grenkow, G. 
W 112 SW 114 
1893 - Schwalm, William 
1945 - Lawrence, Evered 
1992 - Carlmichael Ent. & Futros, E. 

NW 114 
1893 - Schwalm, William 
1945 - DeJonkherre, Arthur 
1992 - H.B. Investments 

NE 114 
1893 - Manitoba North West Loan 

Co. 
1945 - Grenkow, Paul 
1992 - H.B. Investments 

Section 4 
SE 114 
1893 - Comrie, James 
1945 - Werner. Robert 
1992 - Pharoah Holdings 

SW 114 
1893 - Lawrence, Lyle & William 
1945 - Lawrence, Mrs. Emily 
1992 - Lawrence, Clara & Lyle; 

and Scott, J. 

NW 114 
1893 - Lawrcnce, Lyle & William 
1945 - Lawrence, Ed 
1992 - Armadilla Holdings 
S 112 NE 1/4 
1893 - Comrie, James 
1945 - Werner, Robert 
1992 - Roessler & Bertschinger 
N 112 NE 114 
1893 - McGilL John 
1945 - Klimpke, Mrs. M. 

1992 - Roessler & Bertschinger 

Section 5 
SE 114 
1893 - Walker, John & James 
1945 - Lawrence, Evered & 
Gordon 
1992 - Lawrence, Evered 
E 112 SW 114 
1893 - Walker. John & James 
1945 - Lawrence, Evered & 
Gordon 
1992 - Lawrence, Evered 
W 112 SW 114 (L.S.D. #4) 
1893 - Frontinac Loan & 
Investment 
1945 - Oatway. Alfred 
1992 - Oatway, Jack & Kent; 
Diplock 
W 112 SW 114 (L.S.D, #5) 
1893 - Bishop of Rupertsland 
1945 - Lawrence, Evered & 
Gordon 
1992 - Lawrence, Evered 

NW 114 
1893 - Bourbeau, Joseph/Bourke, Ed 
1945 - Braid, Thomas 
1992 - Braid, Muriel 

NE 114 
1893 - Bourke, Ed 
1945 - Braid, Thomas 
1992 - Braid, Muriel 

Section 6 
SE 114 
1893 - Maulson, George 
1945 - Oatway, Alfred 
1992 - O~ltway, Jack 

SW 114 
1893 - Snow. Elizabeth 
1945 - Green, Lawrence 

1992 - S&M Holdings 
NW 114 
1893 - Newman, F.A. 
1945 - Peterson, Arthur 
1992 - Studler, R .. A .. P .. & T.; and 

Steeves, C. 
NE 114 
1893 - Bourbeau, Joseph 
1945 - O~ltway, Alfred 
1992 - O~ltway, Jack 

Section 7 
SE 114 
1893 - Haverty, I. 
1945 - Oat way, Arthur 
1992 - Oatway, Wallace 

S 1/2 SW 114 
1893 - Newman, F.A. 
1945 - Peterson, Arthur 
1992 - Siagerman, Gorclon 
N 112 SW 114 
1893 - Haverty, I. 
1945 - Conquergood, M.D. 
1992 - Winnipeg Livestock Sales 
W 112 NW 114 
1893 - Alliance Trust Co. 
1945 - Morrison, Charles H. 
1992 - Morrison, Douglas 

E 112 NW 114 
1893 - O'Neill, William 

1945 - Conquergood, M.D. 
1992 - Morrison, Douglas 
NE 114 
1893 - O'Neill, William 
1945 - Conquergoocl, M.D. 
1992 - Conquergoocl, Ross 

Section 8 
SE 114 
1893 - Haverty. I. 
1945 - Smith, Neil & Mrs. 

Euphemia 
1992 - Oatway, Jack & Wayne; & 
Leo's Sales & Service 
SW 114 
1893 - Temple, John 
1945 - Oatway, Arthur 
1992 - Oatway, Wallace 

NW 114 
1893 - Haverty, I. 
1945 - Smith, Neil & Mrs. 

Euphemia 
1992 - O~ltway, Jack & Wayne 
NE 114 
1893 - Haverty, I. 
1945 - Smith, Neil & Mrs. 

Euphemia 
1992 - Schwartz, Robert & 
Sheilagh 

Section 9 
SE 1/4 
1893 - McGill, Johnl 
1945 - Grandy, Mrs. Hazel. Hazel. 
Jean; and Clayburgh, Marg 
1992 - Dell, Eddie & Raymond; 
Dordshuk, Denis; Mohr, Gerald; 
Gottli, John 
SW 114 
1893 - Brett, R.G. 
1945 - Grandy, Mrs. Hazel. Hazel. 
Jean; and Clayburgh, Marg 
1992 - Gottli, John; Yager, Robert; 
Orbanski, M.; First Property 

Holdings Co. 

N 112 NW 114 
1893 - Ficici, Henry 
1945 - Putnik, Margaret 
1992 - Kemp, Arthur 
S 112 NW l/4 
1893 - Field, Henry 

1945 - Friel. Thomas 
1992 - Mueller, Rudolph 
NE 114 
1893 - Field, Henry 
1945 - Klimpke, Maria 
1992 - Chatlfield, M. & Riehl, 
Denis 

Section 10 
SE I14 
1893 - Manitoba & NorthWest 
Loan Co. 
1945 - Klimpke, Mrs. M. 
1992 - Klimpke, Carl; Moore, D.; 
and Arnason Industries 
SW I14 
1893 Dominion of Canada 
Mortgage 
1945 - Klimpke, Mrs. M. 
1992 - Klimpke, John; FulFlo 'nd 

S I12 NW I14 
1893 - Dominion of Canada 

Mortgage 
1945 - Klimpke, Mrs. M. 
1992 - Klimpke, John 

N 1I2 NW 114 
1893 - Manitoba & NorthWest 
Loan 
1945 - Davies, Thomas 
1992 - Pusak, Chaloem & Petlock, G. 
S 1/2 NE 1/4 
1893 - Manitoba & NorthWest 
Loan Co. 
1945 - Klimpke, Mrs. M. 
1992 - Klimpke, Carl 
N 112 NE 1/4 
1893 - Gregg, George 
1945 McDonald, Colin 
1992 - Pusak, Chaloem 

Section II 
SE I14 
1901 - Huffman, C. 
1945 - Grenkow. Paul 
1992 - Grenkow, Joseph 
SW 114 
1910 - Bonner. W.E. 
1945 - Siupski, Philip 
1992 - Fedoruk, M .. A.&J ./Peters, P. 

NW I14 
1910 - Bonner, W.E. 
1945 - Gam by, Joseph 
1992 - Gamby, Madeline 
NW I14 (S 1I2 S I12-L.S.D.#12) 
1910 - Bonner, W.E. 
1945 - Siupski, Philip 
1992 - Fedoruk, John 
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NE 114 
1910 - Bonner. W.E. 
1945 - Crown Lands 
1992 - Gamby. Julian & Albert 

Section 12 
SE 1/4 
I g93 - Rowand. E.R.T. 
1945 - Grenkow. Paul 
1992 - H.B. Investments 
SW 114 
I g93 - Owens. Margaret Carol inc 
1945 - Grenkow. Paul 
1992 - Grenkow. Gordon 
NW 114 
I g93 - Owens. Margaret Caroline 
1945 - Sorokin. Sam & Max 
1992 - Dieter. Erich 
NE 114 
I g93 - Owens. Margaret/Rowand. 
E.R.T. 
1945 - Sorokin. Sam & Max 
1992 - Dieter. Erich 

Section 13 
SE 114 
I g93 - Owens. Margaret Caroline 
1945 - Kutter. Wilhelmine 
1992 - Dieter. Erich/Wiebe. Nellie 
SW 1/4 
I g93 - Owens. Margaret Caroline 
1945 - Kutter. Wilhelmine 
1992 - Dieter. Marlene 
NE 114 
I g93 - Schultz. Agnes 

.1945 - Hoebel. John P. 
1992 - Grycko. Raymond 
N 112 NW 1/4&S I12 SW 114, 
Plan 1935 
I g93 - Scottish. Ontario & 
Manitoba Loan Co. 
1945 - RM of Rosser: Lyon. W.1.; 
Shearsmith. J.W.: Guttman. Mrs. 
S.B.: Essery. J. & Colwill. J. 
1992 - Gamby. Julian 

Section 14 
SE I14 & S 112 NE 1/4, Plan 1616 
I g93 - Bathgate. R.D.: 
1945 - Gamby. Joseph: Smith. 
G.J.: Elendiuk. Mike: Murton. T.: 
Albert. John Henry: Holmes. 
Harris B.: 
1992 - Gamby. Julian 
SE 114 (fraction) 
I g93 - Bathgate. R.D. 
1945 - Gam by. Joseph 
1992 - Gamby. Madeline 
S 112 NE 114 (fraction) 
I g93 - Bathgate. R.D. 
1945 - Marleau, Bertha & 
Marie Anne 
1992 - Gamby Farms 
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S 112 NE 114 (fraction) 
I g93 - Bathgate. R.D. 
1945 - Looker, Alice M. 
1992 - Gamby Farms 
S 112 NE 1/4 (fraction) 
I g93 - Bathgate. R.D. 
1945 - Gamby, Joseph 
1992 - Gamby Farms 
SW 114 
I g93 - Rowbotham. S.A. 
1945 - Gamby. Albert & Julien 
1992 - Gamby. Albert 
S 112 NW 1/4 
I g93 - Rowbotham. S.A. 
1945 - Gamby. Albert & Julien 
1992 - Gamby. Albert 
N 112 NW 114 
I g93 - Sylvain, Arthur 
1945 - Sylvain. Arthur 
1992 - Gamby. Julian 
N 112 NE 1/4 
I g93 - Dominion of Canada 
Mortgage 
1945 - Gamby. Joseph & Madeline 
1992 - Gamby. Madeline 

Section IS 
SE 1/4 
I g93 - Gregg. George 
1945 - Bradburn. H.H. 
1992 - Hrushka. Larry & Laroque. L. 
W 1/2 SW 114 
Ig93 - Manitoba & NorthWest 
Loan Co. 
1945 - Greenfeld. Samuel 
1992 - Shodine.Nelson& Borsuk. 
Jesse 
E 112 SW 114 
Ig93 - Manitoba & NorthWest 
Loan Co. 
1945 - McDonald, Colin 
1992 - Grenkow, D.W. 
NW 114 
Ig93 - Kelly. Mrs. H.I. 
1945 - Bradburn, H.H. 
1992 - Wilson, Don 
NE 114 
I g93 - Kelly. Mrs. H.I. & North 
British Canadian Investment Co. 
1945 - Klimpke, Walter: Gould. 
0.1.; Williams. Levi 
1992 - Stratuliak, Donald & 
Rauscher, Michael: Steertz. G. & 
Jacqueline, W.: The Lawrence 
Auction Group 

Section 16 
N 1/2 SE 114 
Ig93 - Avison. Ed 
1945 - Greenfeld. Samuel 
1992 - Arnt. Elmer 
S I12 SE I14 
I g93 - Field. Henry 
1945 - Klimpke, Maria 
1992 - Taylor. Robert 

S 112 SW 114 
I g93 - Field. Henry 
1945 - Williams. Carl 
1992 - Hyde. Barbara 
S 1/2 SW 1/4 
I g93 - Field. Henry 
1945 - Baker, F.P. 
1992 - Chang. Mack 
N 112 SW 1/4 
Ig93 - Phipps. John W. 
1945 - Phipps. J.W. 
1992 - White. Robert W. 
NW 114 
Ig93 - Phipps. John W. 
1945 - Phipps. J.W. 
1992 - White. Robert W. 
NE I14 
I g93 - Avison. Ed 
1945 - Greenfeld. Samuel 
1992 - Butler. Art: Arnt. Ernest: 
Benner. Ron: Hill. Ken 

Section 17 
SE 1/4 
I g93 - Field. Henry 
1945 - A&B Stock Farms 
1992 - Stewart. David & Blue. W. 
E 112 SW 114 
I g93 - Field. Henry 
1945 - A&B Stock Farms 
1992 - Stewart. David & Blue. W. 
W 1/2 SW I14 
I g93 - Chapman. Ottis & 
Chapman. M. 
1945 - Stewart. Alex 
1992 - Stewart. Donald 
NW 114 
I g93 - Archibald. Heber 
1945 - Whitehead. J. & R.A. 
1992 - Stewart. Charles D. & 
RCMP 
NE 1/4 
I g93 - Field. Henry 
1945 - A&B Stock Farms 
1992 - Stewart. Donald 

Section 18 
SE I14 
I g93 -Chapman. Ottis & Chapman. 
M. 
1945 - Stewart. Alex 
1992 - Stewart. Donald 
SW I14 
I g93 - Alliance Trust Co. 
1945 - Morrison. C. H. 
1992 - Morrison. Douglas 
NW I14 
I g93 - Inkster. Colin 
1945 - Stewart. D.S. 
1992 - Stewart. Charles D. 
NE 114 
I g93 - Inkster. Colin 
1945 - Stewart. D.S. 
1992 - Stewart, C.D. & Suche. S. 

Section 19 
SE 114 
I g93 - Inkster. Colin 
1945 - Stewart. D.S. 
1992 - Stewart. C.D.: Ford, R.: 
Pitcairn. B. & Gaskin. G. 
SW 114 
I g93 - Inkster. Colin 
1945 - Stewart, D.S. 
1992 - Stewart. C.D. 
NW I14 
I g93 - Freeman Insurance 
1945 - Stewart. R.A. & c.c. 
1992 - Stewart. John 
NE 114 
I g93 - Chambers. James Sr. 
1945 - Chambers. Mrs. M. 
1992 - Turbett. George 

Section 20 
S I12 SE 114 
I g93 - Field. Henry 
1945 - Lauder. Mrs. F. 
1992 - Gray. Jessamine: Kaplen. 
Karen: Lauder, Andrew 
N I12 SE 114 
I g93 - Archibald. Heber 
1945 - Whitehead. J.S. & R.A. 
1992 - Oatway. J.& M.: Sures. S. 
S 1/2 SW 114 
I g93 - Archibald. Heber 
1945 - Whitehead. J .S. & R.A. 
1992 - Stewart. Irene 
N 1/2 SW 114 
I g93 - Chambers. James Sr. 
1945 - Chambers. Mrs. M. 
1992 - Oat way. Jack 
NW 114 
I g93 - Chambers. James Sr. 
1945 - Chambers, Mrs. M. 
1992 - Oatway. Jack 
NE I14 
I g93 - Archibald. Heber 
1945 - Whitehead. J.S. & R.A. 
1992 - Oatway. J.&K.: Sures. S.: 
Peterson. Eric 
NE I14 (part) 
I g93 - Archibald. Heber 
1945 - RM of Rosser 
1992 - Lilyfield Cemetery 

Section 21 
SE I14 
I g93 - Archbishop of Rupertsland 
1945 - Krotch. William 
1992 - Block. A. 
SW I14 (fraction-L.S.D. #5&6) 
I g93 - Foulds. Henry 
1945 - Barker. R.L. 
1992 - Wilson. Don 
SW 114 
(fraction L.S.D. # 5&6 & all of 
3&4) 
1893 - Foulds. Henry 



1945 - Barker. Frank 
1992 - Williams, S.: Peloquin, E.: 
Buss, G.: Letkeman, G.: McCoy, W. 
NW 114 
(fraction-L.S.D.#l1 & 12 &all13 
& 14) 

1893 - Barker. Robert/Foulds, 
Henry 
1945 - Barker. Robert Lambert 
1992 - Barker. R.W.: Moody, 
Pamela: Robertson, A. 
NW 114 (fraction-L.S.D.# 11&12) 
1893 - Barker. Robert 
1945 - Barker. William 
1992 - Wilson, Donald 
N 112 NE 114 
1893 - Hudson, E. & Kearby 
1945 - Barker, R.L. 
1992 - Robertson, Lil & Block, A. 

Section 22 
SE 114 
1893 - North British Cdn 
Investment 
1945 - Blass, F.P. & H.C. 
1992 - Klimpke, Walter 
SE 114 (L.S.D. #3,6, & 11) 
1893 - Manitoba NorthWest Loan 
Co. 
1945 - Blass, F.P. & H.C. 
1992 - Klimpke, Walter 
SW 114 (L.S.D. # 4 & 12) 
1893 - George, Robert & Peter 
1945 - Young, Robert 
1992 - Klimpke, Ed 
SW 114 (L.S.D. # 5) 
1893 - George, Robert & Peter 
1945 - Cottingham, H.H. 
1992 - Klimpke, Ed 

N 1/2 NW 114 
1893 - Young, George 
1945 - Bricker, A. 
1992 - Bickerton, J.& Gawryluk, E. 
NE 114 
(L.S.D.# 9,10 & fraction 15&16) 

1893 - McKenzie, Lachlin 
1945 - Swirsky, S.&N. 
1992 - Klimpke, Walter 
NE 114 
(L.S.D.# 10 fraction) 
1893 - McKenzie, Lachlin 
1945 - McAllister. R.L. 
1992 - Klimpke, Walter 
NE 114 
(L.S,D.# 15&16 fraction) 
1893 - McKenzie, Lachlin 
1945 - Wright, Charles 
1992 - Klimpke, Walter 

Section 23 
SE 1/4 
1893 - Dominion of Canada 
Mortgage 
1945 - Tennenhouse, J. 

1992 - Grenkow. Gordon 
SW 1/4 
1893 - Sylvain, Arthur 
1945 - Sylvain, Arthur 
1992 - Gamby, Julian 
E 112 NW 114 
(fraction L.S.D. #12 & 13) 
1893 - McKenzie, Lachlin 

1945 - Tennenhouse, J. 
1992 - Klimpke, Walter: NuPulsc: 
& Paramjit, Gill 

NW 114 (fraction L.S.D. #14) 
1893 - Schultz, Agnes 
1945 - Van Haute, Henry 
1992 - Klimpke, Walter: Pritam, 
Jit, Sukhjit 
W 112 NW 114 
1893 - McKenzie, Lachlin 
1945 - Tennenhouse, J. 
1992 - Klimpke, Walter 
E 112 NW 114 
1893 - Schultz, Agnes 
1945 - Tennenhouse, J. 
1992 - Klimpke, Walter 
E 112 NE 114 
1893 - Schultz, Agnes 
1945 - HoebeL John 
1992 - Klimpke, Walter 

Section 24 
S 112 SE 114 
1893 - Schultz, Agnes 
1945 - HoebeL John 
1992 -
Dieter,Erwin&Erich: Wiebe,N. 
N 112 SE 114 
1893 - Georgeson, William 
1945 - DeGrave, Alois 
1992 - Lingies, Horst 

N 1/2 SW 114 
1893 - Walsh, Teresa 
1945 - Van Haute, Henry 
1992 - Gamby, Andre & Lingics, 

Horst 
NW 114 
1893 - Walsh, Teresa 
1945 - Van Haute, Henry 
1992 - Gamby, Albert 

NE 114 
1893 - Georgeson, William 
1945 - DeGrave, Alois 
1992 - Lingies, Horst 

Section 25 
SE 114 

1893 - Manitoba NorthWest Loan 
Co. 
1945 - McKichan, F.E. 
1992 - Batiuk, Peter & Martha 
SW 114 
1893 - Haney, J. 
1945 - Burleigh, G.S. 
1992 - Lingies, Horst 

S 112 NW 114 
1893 - Haney, J. 
1945 - Burleigh, G.S. 
1992 - RossnageL Leonard & Janet 
N 112 NW 114 
1893 - Real Estate Loan Co. of Can 
1945 - Van Haute, H.C. 
1992 - RossnageL Leonard & Janet 
S 1/2 NE 114 
1893 - Manitoba NorthWest 
Loan Co. 
1945 - McKichan, F.E. 
1992 - Batiuk, Peter & Martha 

N 112 NE 114 
1893 - French, David & James & 
Orris 
1945 - French, W.H. & I.H. & 
Cameron, Jennie 
1992 Van Steelant, Greta 

Section 26 
SE 1/4 
1893 - Hudson's Bay Co. 
1945 - Kilgour, Mrs. F. 
1992 - Zettler, William 

SW 1/4 
1893 - Hudson's Bay Co. 
1945 - Van Steelant, Marie 
1992 - Bueckert, Dave 
SW 114 (portion) 
1893 - Hudson's Bay Co. 
1945 - Van Haute, H. 
1992 - Scott. Ken: Abas, Dave: 
Tervoort, Peter: TroisFontaine, 
Rene: & Bartley 
SW 114 (portion) 
1893 - Hudson's Bay Co. 
1945 - Van Haute, H. 
1992 - Formaniuk, S. 

NW 114 
1893 - Hudson's Bay Co. 
1945 - Van Steelant. Mar:ie 
1992 - MTF Farms & Brunger. Kay 
NE 114 
1893 - Scottish, Ontario & 
Manitoba Loan Co,. 
1945 - Van Steelant, Marie 
1992 - MTF Farms 

Section 27 
SE 1/4 
1893 - Alloway & Champion 
1945 - Van Haute, Basil & 

Elizabeth 
1992 - Gamby, George & Joseph: 

Khan: & Flores, Richard 
SW 114 
1893 - Young, George 
1945 - McGreevy, Charles 
1992 - Bickerton, Thomas & 
Stoney Mountain Feeders 

NW 114 
1893 - Mulholland, Robert 
1945 - Strause, R. & Elton, J .E. 
1992 - Van Steelant, Robert 

N 1/2 NE 114 (Pt L.S.D. #9&10) 
1893 - Mills, Thomas & E.R. 

1945 - Van Steelant, Edmond 
1992 - Van Steelant, Greta 
NE 114 (fraction) 

1893 - Alloway & Champion 
1945 - Manitoba Quarries Ltd 
1992 - Van SteelanL Greta 

Section 28 
SE 114 
1893 - Kearby, H. 
1945 - Van Haute, Basil 
1992 - Schau, P. & Harrisko, D. 
SE 114 
1893 - Kearby, H. 
1945 - Crawley, Ella 
1992 - Lester's Cartage & Const. 
W 112 SW 1/4 
1893 - Barker, Robert 
1945 - Barker, R.L. 

1992 - Lester's Cartage & Const. 
E 112 SW 1/4 
1893 - Barker, Robert 
1945 - Barker, Frank 
1992 - Lester's Cartage & Consl. 
NW 1/4 
1893 - Riggall, Thomas 
1945 - Riggall, Mrs. Emma 
1992 - RiggalL William 
NE 114 
1893 - RiggalL T. & Mulholland, 
R. 
1945 - RiggalL J.T. & Dorothy 
1992 - RiggalL William 

Section 29 
SE 1/4 
1905 - Bell, Robert 
1945 - Bell. Clara & Walter 
1992 - Bel Acres Golf Course 
SW 114 
190 I - Lamb, P.R. 
1945 - Oades, William 
1992 - Turbett, C. & Turbett, K. & 
Turbett, G. 
NW 114 
1910 - Jackson, Thomas 
1945 - Green-Armytage, Mrs. E.B. 
1992 - Laing, John 

NE 1/4 
1893 - Stewart, John 
1945 - Bergen, J.& B. 
1992 Georgison, Anthony & 

Daniel 

Section 30 
S 112 SE 1/4 
1893 Chambers, James 

1945 - Chambers, Mrs. M. & 
Dorothy 
1992 - Turbett, George 
N 112 SE 114 (L.S,D. 7&8) 
1893 - North British Cdn 
Investment 
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1945 - Phipps, J.W. 
1992 - Stewart, Charles M. 
S liZ SW 114 
1893 - Freeman Insurance 
1945 - Stewart, R.A. & c.c. 
1992 - Stewart, Charles M. 
N liZ SW 114 
1893 - Allan, George 
1945 - McKenzie, Isabella 
1992 - Stewart, John 
NW 114 
1893 - Allan, George 
1945 - McKenzie, Isabella 
1992 - Stewart, John 
S liZ NE 114 (L.S.D. 9&10) 
1893 - North British Cdn 
Investment 
1945 - Phipps, J.W. 
1992 - Stewart, Charles M. 
S liZ NE 114 (bal of L.S.D. 9& 10) 
1893 - North British Cdn 
Investment 
1945 - Barker, Frank 
1992 - Barker, Robert W. 
N liZ NE 114 (L.S.D. 15& 16) 
1893 - North British Cdn 
Investment 
1945 - Barker, Frank 
1992 - Barker, R.W. & Zablotny, W. 

Section 31 
SE 114 
1893 - Allan, George & Peck, J.W. 
1945 - Stewart, J .E. & Jessie 
1992 - Stewart, Charles M. & Bruce 

SW 114 
1893 - Allan, George & Peck, J. W. 
1945 - Stewart, J.E. & Jessie 
1992 - Stewart, Charles M. 
NW 114 
1893 - Wardell, Cyrus 

1945 - Stewart, J.E. & Jessie 
1992 - Stewart, Charles M. 

NE 114 
1893 - Wardell, Cyrus 
1945 - Stewart, J.E. & Jessie 
1992 - Stewart, C. M. & Blower,J. 

Section 3Z 
SE 114 
1893 - Aikins & Montgomery 
1945 - Clarke, Alex 
1992 - Schwartz, Elvin; Hamill, 
Roy; Laing, John; Kratzer, Bernard 

SW 114 
1893 - Peck, J.W. 
1945 - Laing, Herbert 
1992 - Laing, John 
NW 114 
1893 - Hickey, Alex 
1945 - Laing, R.D. 
1992 - Sowa, Barry & Tigchelaar 
W liZ NE 114 
1893 - Aikins & Montgomery 
1945 - Clarke, Alex 
1992 - Sonnenberg, Arthur & 
Zilkie, Leslie 
E liZ NE 114 
1893 - Allan, George 
1945 - Chimuk, William & Morris 
1992 - Paterson, K. 

Section 33 
SE 114 
1893 - Mcintyre, Alcx& Haggart, J. 
1945 - Bergen, J.&B. 
1992 - Georgison, Anthony & 
Daniel 
SW 114 
1893 - Mcintyre. Alex 
1945 - Bergen. J.&B. 
1992 - Georgison. Anthony & 

1"1AP Of the MUNICIPALITY of ROSJEP. 
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Daniel 
NW 114 
1893 - Allan, George 
1945 - Chimuk. William & Morris 
1992 - Bartel, Herbert 
NE 114 (fraction L.S.D.#9 & 10) 
1893 - Freehold Loan & Savings 
1945 - Bergen, J.&B. 
1992 - Georgison, Anthony & 
Daniel 
N liZ NE 114 (fraction
L.S.D.#9&10) 
1893 - Freehold Loan & Savings 
1945 - Peterson. M.F. 
1992 - Van Steelant, Greta 

Section 34 
SE 114 
1893 - Mills, Thomas & R.R. 
1945 - Heimer, F.A. 
1992 - Van Steelant. Robert 
SW 114 
1893 - Haggart. James 
1945 - Heimer, FA. 
1992 - RossnageL Reinhold 
NW 114 
1893 - Paton. John 
1945 - RossnageL G. 
1992 - McPhillips Farms 

NE 114 
1893 - Paton. John & Bathgate. 

R.D. 
1945 - RossnageL G. 
1992 - McPhillips Farms 

Section 35 
S liZ SE 114 
1893 - Scottish, Ontario & 
Manitoba Loan Co. 
1945 - Deprez. C. 
1992 - Rossnagel. Barry 

N liZ SE 1/4 
1893 - Paton. John 
1945 - Rossnagel. G. 
1992 - Rossnagel. Barry 
SW 114 
1893 - Paton. John 
1945 - Rossnagel. G. 
1992 - RossnageL Ernest 
NW 114 
1893 - Bathgate. R.D. 
1945 - Rossnagel, G. 
1992 - Rossnagel. Ernest 
NE 114 
1893 - Biggs, S.c. 
1945 - Tennenhouse. Harry 
1992 - Rossnagel. Roy & Barry 

Section 36 
SE 114 
1893 - French. David. James W. 
& Orris 
1945 - French. W.H. & I.H. & 
Cameron. Jennie 
1992 - Van Steclant. Greta 
SW 114 
1893 - Real Estate Loan Co. 
1945 - DePrez, George 
1992 - Van Steelant, Robert 
NW 114 
1893 - Biggs. S.c. & McLelland, S. 
1945 - Deprez. C. 
1992 - Deprez. Rodney: Baker. 

Chris 
NE 1/4 
1893 - McLelland. S. 
1945 - Deprez. C. 
1992 - Deprez, Rodney 

/j 
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HOME AND FARM SITES THROUGH THE YEARS 

Miller home ill Rosser bllilt ill 1878 alld kllowlI as Captaill Smith's SlOppillg 
Place. 

"Maple CrOl'e" .Iimll home of Waltet alld Margaret James. Sec 25-12-IW ill 
Rosser, rakell ill 1892. 

Elmer alld Alllla Alldersoll home bllilt 1927. 

The "Field" home at Lilyfield Imilt ill 1883 (photo takell ill 1936). 

Walter James's "Maple CrOl'c" , 1901 

A basic IIcccssity of early /'lIral !i\·illg. Modc/s camc as olle. 
two or thrce "holers". 
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Farlll sire oOdr. alld Mrs. E. Nelsell. rakell ill 1909 ar MOIlI1l Royal. 

w'tHH. lv/orrisoll's hOlllc. Gordoll 

HOllie ofViclor alld Bessie Hag/Jorg, Mcadows. 1928. 
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Hag/Jorg-Carlsoll hOIllC, tHeadOll's, /JllilrI902. 

La\1'rcllce j{1/'I1I hOllie, Lily/ic!d, /Jllilr 1905 (ph oro rakell ill 
1917). 

Ricge residcllce. 21-12-2W. lv/cadoll's ill 1948. 



Cora AlcClary's stone hOllle north o{Rosser. BlImed down ahollt 1935. 

DeGra\'e dairy.f{mn residence on Kitchener Al'enlle (n(}\I' Inkster BOIlICl'ard) 

~-=-
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~., ~ -~2~ ....:.-:~~~~:::..;_:;;;-;::;::_::=: ...... IIi·'ii·;;; ... ;;;-:·::: 
-- -- ::-.~ 

.:~ __ ~~~. ::::.~~. ~;i... 

Grindev hOllie, Grosse Isle 

Bert and Marcella Rootsaert"s hOllse on Rosser Road (nOlI' King Edward SireN), 
1949. 

Elchllk.f{mn, 35·11·1 E 

Kent and TallllllY Oallmy's.f{mn hOllie, SW 12·2E 
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ClO\'elley E.walc/{trllI hllildings ors..!. Corhell known as "Farlll Wild Omv", Rosser, 1898. 

Early IlIlIIher shack and pole ham 

Galhrailh's/itrinSlead, laler TOIII Hlillon's. Ihen Henry and RlIlh Johnson's. 

Bralln's "old hOllle place" al Meadows, 1947 

Corral and ham al Jallles's j{trln, 1897.. NOle windlllill jilr pUlllping waler and 
slackedji'ed near ham. 

Gflmeyjitrln yard, Easl Rosser 

Daniel Childerhose's hOllle and yard, 1918 



Bam raisillg at Alldy Haghorg's, Mcado\\'s 

Gamhy's dairyf(mll yard, 1942 

G. Millakerfarm yard alld swathed graill 

Alldy Haghorg's Ill'\\' ham, 192 I 

Farm huildillgs oro 'Arc)' Dick at Marqlli'lte 

Atkillsoll Corller Oil old Stolle\\'aI! Highway (IIO\\, IlIkstcr Boulc\'{/rd) alld 
Klimpke Road, lIorth (~r Uttle Moulllaill School. 

The S:lIIl1lallski Farm 

-17 



Callihy Farllls, 1987 Ilm'ixheck Farllls, 1989 

Iiwill Frieselljilr/ll yard, 1987 Wa/rer Klillipke/ilr/ll sire, 1989 

A.R. Morrisoll's.f(lr/ll sire Aerial "iell' o("Srurgeoll Creek Hurrcrire ColollY 
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A SWEDISH TREK TO FREEDOM 

ilrriml of Cammcl S\'('lIskhr jCllllilics (I{ McadoH's ill April 1931 (/Jllilkhousc ill 
hackgroulld) 

The ancestral journey of the group of Swedish people who 
settled on the Syndicate Farm at Meadows in 1931 is not a 
typical story of immigration. Their journey started many years 
ago when a number of people moved to the Island of Dagti now 
known as Hiiuma, West of Estonia in the Baltic Sea. Written 
records can be found as early as 1470 but it is believed they 
moved here earlier than 1300. 

At the end of the 16th century the area was conquered by 
Sweden and Swedish law and order and the Lutheran 
Reformation was introduced on Dagti. Estonia was governed by a 
Swedish governor general, assisted by nobles who gained control 
of large tracts of land and who began to oppress the free farmers 
in an attempt to make them serfs of the usual Baltic type. The 
Dagti Swedes resisted and brought their protest to the Swedish 
King, Karl XI. They were invited to move back to Sweden, but 
never acted on the invitation. After Karl XII's defeat by Russia, 
Sweden lost its Baltic provinces and, through the Peace of 
Nystad in 1721, the Dagti Swedes became Russian subjects. They 
continued farming on the Island under oppression until 1781 
when they lost their land and all their rights. The Empress 
Catherine II offered them land on the fertile plains of the Ukraine 
along the Dnieper River north of the Black Sea, an area Russia 
had recently taken from the Turks. In the fall of 1781, 1.200 
people started out under Russian military leadership, on the long 
3200 miles journey. They were lead east to Moscow and then 
south to the lower Dnieper. The hardships of the 
"Dtidsvandringen" or death march during the cold winter were 
appalling. Less than half of the pilgrims arrived at their 
destination on May 1, 1782. Further epidemics and hardships 
claimed many more lives and, by 1790, there were about 140 
Swedes left in the new village. 

With persistence and determination the survivors built a new 
village and cultivated land on the vast South Russian Steppe. The 
fishing was good, the climate warm and the soil very fertile. By 
1787, they had built a church and a school soon followed. They 
clung to the old Swedish language and to their church. They were 
isolated from their homeland and Russian and German villages 
were their nearest neighbours. The village became known as 
Gammel Svenskby or Old Swedish village and gradually 
increased in population and became self sufficient. In 1883, 
Prince Karl of Sweden attended the coronation of the Czar of 
Russia in Moscow and was told about the Swedish village. When 
he returned to Sweden he headed a campaign to collect money 
for the villagers and to send them modern books, farming 

implements and other necessities. In this way, villagers were able 
to remodel homes, build a new church and to enjoy their contact 
once again with Sweden. The village thrived and the people were 
happy with their accomplishments. 

During World War I and the Revolution of 1917, the good 
times soon came to an end. Lawlessness spread throughout the 
Ukraine. Brigands stole, murdered and plundered without regard 
to human life or property. Assistance came from the Swedish 
Red Cross, but it was never enough. Kristoffer Hoas, the village 
teacher, and Johan Buskas managed to get out of the village and 
journeyed to Sweden. In 1922, Pastor Hoas was ordained by 
Archbishop Stiderblom, who was an active supporter of the cause 
of the Gammel Svenskby people. It became clear in Sweden that 
it was a matter of honour to bring these people "home". A large 
national collection and an appropriation from the Riksdag or 
Government created a sound economic base and the Swedish 
government succeeded in getting permission from the Soviet 
Union to move all the people in the village to Sweden. 

In the spring of 1929 about 900 people were transported, 
under the auspices of the Swedish Red Cross, down the Dnieper 
River and across the Black Sea. They brought with them only the 
few possessions they could carry. Years of hard work, money, 
farms, school and church were left behind. Church bells, 
originally a gift from the Swedish people, were the only 
community property they took with them. Today these bells are 
found at Roma Church in Gotland and each year on the 
anniversary of their arrival to the homeland the bells ring to 
commemorate their exodus. 

At Cherson, Russia they were transferred from the Russian 
boats to a larger very old Turkish freighter. the Furizan, which 
bore them across the Black Sea. In Romania they were welcomed 
with a large feast before boarding a train for the long journey 
northward ~through Germany to the~ Baltic Sea. The German boat, 
Deutschland, carried them to the Swedish port of Trelleborg. From 
there they went by train to Jtinktiping, arriving on August I, 
1929. Here they were temporarily housed in army barracks. 
Many of the group of 900 were moved to the Island of Gotland 
where a national committee helped them obtain their own farms. 
(A group of about 240 decided to return to the Ukraine. a move 
they would regret.) Other families worked as hired help. or at 
whatever jobs they could find. Sweden was suffering the same 
post-war economic slump that affected all of Europe and 
America. After several months of working a group of Swedes, 
anxious to re-establish their roots and find farmland of their own, 
met a representative of a large Canadian company interested in 
seeking out people to immigrate to Canada. Canadian Pacific 
Railway agents explained the opportunities in the expanding 
nation to these families. Immigration was closed in the 1930's 
and Canadian citizens were required to sign for them. The John 
and Ted Malmas families who had left Gammel Svenskby village 
in the late 1800's for Wetaskawin, Alberta provided signatures 
for families who wished to come to Canada. 

Two groups arrived by ship at Quebec City and travelled to 
Wetaskawin which provided a home base from which to search 
for land of their own. They considered homesteads in the Peace 
River and areas of Alberta. They were told of a large tract of land 
at Meadows, west of Winnipeg. Andrew Malmas and Julius 
Norberg. with the help of the Colonization Board, went to 
inspect. This farmland suited their needs and an agreement to 
farm co-operatively was made. The settlers arrived at Meadows 
in April, 1931. After travelling over 5,000 miles in the span of 
two years, their roots were re-established. 
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PLACE NAMES 

Manitoba 
Manitoba's place name portrays the music of many languages, 

the melody of ancient sagas, the rhythm of Indian legends and 
the stories of pioneers. 

The Indian word, manitoba, is reminiscent of waves pounding 
on some forgotten beach or Indian drums beating across the 
silent prairie. Its specific origin, like many Indian words, is lost 
to time - known only by the winds which traverse the prairie. 

There are several translations for "Manitoba". The Cree or 
Ojibway means "the strait of the "Great Spirit". The Indians 
thought the thunderous roar of the waters through the narrows of 
Lake Manitoba had to denote a "God of Nature". In the 
Assiniboine tongue, however, the translation is "Lake of the 
Prairie" and still another translation means "God's Prairie". The 
place name of Manitoba is thus shrouded in mystery. 

Gordon 
A locality northwest of Winnipeg, (Sections II.and 12, 

Township 12, Range I E) was named after James Gordon. Mr. 
Gordon was, for many years, in charge of the leases in the 
General Manager's office of the Canadian National Railway. 

so 

Grosse Isle 
This hamlet is southwest of 

Selkirk (Sections 6 and 31, 
Township 12 and 13, Range I E). 
The name means Big Island and 
was officially applied to the rail
road stop in 1904; however, as 
far back as 1852 pioneers used it 
as a high point when flooding 
occurred. In early days it was 
good hunting grounds for the 
game needed to supplement the 
winter diet. 

Lilyfield 
A railway point, northwest of Winnipeg (Section 16, 

Township 12, Range 2E). The name was first applied to a school 
district in 1883 and was chosen because of the abundance of 
prairie lilies in the area. It was formerly known as Centre or 
Middle Bluff because of its location between Stonewall and 
Winnipeg. 

An extra "1" was put in the name by the Post Office 
Department when the "Lillyfield Post Office" was opened in 
1896. 

Marquette 
A hamlet, northeast of Portage La Prairie (Sections 31 and 6, 

Townships 12 and 13, Range 2W). Marquette, on the main line 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway, has the distinction of being at 
the centre of the Dominion of Canada. St. Francois-Xavier 71l1d 
Rosser Municipalities meet at this junction. Jacques Marquette 
(I637-1675), the keeper of the records on the exploration of the 
Mississippi River in 1673, is honoured with this place name. 
Jolliet, the navigator, was the other member of the team who first 
followed the river from the source to its end. 

Meadows 
A hamlet, northeast of Portage La Prairie, (Section 19. 

Township 12, Range I W), which the Canadian Pacific Railway 
reached in 1882. Meadows is an accurate description of the 
terrain and the area was known for its high hay production which 
was important to the many dairy farms in the eastern portion of 
the municipality. 



Rosser 
A hamlet, northwest of Winnipeg, (Section 6 and 7, Township 

12, Range IE). Rosser is also the name of the municipality. 
General Thomas L. Rosser, for whom both were named, seems 
like a character straight from a storybook. Colonel Rosser briefly 
served as the Chief Engineer of the Canadian Pacific Railway. 

GENERAL THOMAS LAFAYETTE ROSSER 

Tholl/liS I.II[II)'elle R()ss('/" 

The Chief Engineer of the Canadian Pacific Railroad 
bestowed his name, Rosser, at a point just west of Winnipeg. 
This was not an unusual occurrence during those days as the 
route westward was plotted out across Canada. What is unusual 
is the background of this particular engineer. 

Thomas Lafayette Rosser was in the May, 1861 class at West 
Point. Born in Virginia and raised on a pioneer's farm in Texas, 
Rosser was a classmate of the famous, or infamous, George 
Armstrong Custer. Before their class could graduate, the Civil 
War began and the two found themselves on opposite sides of the 
struggle. 

Rosser, by all accounts, distinguished himself as a fearless 
fighter. The consequence was that, at the end of the war, he was a 
major general barred from using his professional training and 
with a hungry family. According to one report, " ... he went to 
work with a pick and shovel for the Northern Pacific Railroad ... " 
Shortly after he advanced to the position of engineer and he took 
on the job of surveying the line's route to the West Coast. 

Photo from American Heritage, February 1958, Volume IX, 
Number 2 

Classmates Divided by Mary Elizabeth Sergent 
Picture credit: Confederate Museum 

It was during this period that he ran across his old classmate, 
Custer, who was commanding regiments assigned to guard the 
rail construction from Indian hostilities. Their reunion, in 1873, 
led to a renewal of a close friendship. In Classmates Divided by 
Mary Elizabeth Sergent. she writes: "Three years later, when 
Custer's command was cut off on the Little Big Horn, Rosser 
prepared to lead a volunteer force to the rescue. Before he could 
start, word came down the river that it was no use. But Rosser's 
friendships did not end with life. To the end he defended Custer's 
reputation ... " 

In 1881 General Rosser was brought to the new Canadian 
Pacific syndicate by James J. Hill. He was headquartered in 
Winnipeg and occupied the position of chief engineer. According 
to an article printed in the London Free Press during the 
centennial of the close of the American Civil War, (Civil War 
General Helped Build CPR, by Fred Landon). " ... Rosser appears 
to have been active chiefly during 1882 and 1883 when the main 
CPR line was being pushed vigorously westward. In 1883 he 
seems to have been succeeded as chief engineer by Collingwood 
Schreiber. There is a station on the CPR main line west of 
Winnipeg which bears the name Rosser and there is a Rosser 
A venue in the City of Brandon ... " This ordinary observation 
belies considerable drama which surfaces in an anecdote from 
The Face of Yesterday. the Story of Brandon. Manitoba by 
Ronald Coleman. Mr. Coleman recounts: 

"The highest peak in Grand Valley' excitement was probably 
reached with the arrival of General Rosser in the spring of 1881. 
Rosser was the railroad official whose duty it was to choose 
townsites. He let it be known that he was interested in a location 
for a major divisional point. Dougald McVicar could not have 
been greatly surprised when the General offered him $25,000 for 
the site of Grand Valley. McVicar thought the price was too low 
and asked for $50,000. ''I'll be damned if a town of any kind is 
ever built here," Rosser is reported to have said. He ordered his 
teamster to hitch up the horses, ferried across the river and came 
two miles west to the high. sandy land where Brandon now 
stands ... " 

The Fred Landon's article goes on to speculate that, .... .The 
arrival of William Van Horne at the end of 1881 may have been a 
factor in Rosser's departure from Winnipeg. Van Horne took 
almost everything into his own hands and not even a station 
could be located without his approval... and relations between the 
two men may have become strained. In any case, General Rosser 
went back to Virginia in 1883 ... " His speculation about strained 
relations between General Rosser and Van Horne were quite 
accurate. The following excerpt from The Manitoba Club - 100 
Years - 1874-1974 by Mary Lile Benham provides a glimpse into 
the situation: 

" ... Winnipeg was in for many years of hard times and the 
Manitoba Club suffered accordingly. For roughly 15 years the 
story is one of trials and tribulations; subscriptions and dues 
could not be collected. creditors were hounding. the drains were 
clogged, the heating system was useless and the roof leaked - and 
there was trouble with General Thomas L. Rosser. 

" ... He had come here as chief engineer to work on the 
construction of the CPR under William e. Van Horne, who 
decided the CPR could go it alone without the General with some 
pretty melodramatic results. The Committee received from 
another member: 

'''I beg to inform you that while I was dining in the Coffee 
Room last evening in company with Mr. W.e. Van Horne, 
General Rosser entered the room and after making a few 
remarks, some of which were evidently intended as insulting to 
Mr. Van Horne, he remarked that he was sorry to see me dining 
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with a d--- son of a b---. After he left the room, Mr. Justice 
Miller came in and told us that he, the General, was in the Private 
Dining Room, that he had a revolver and that he swore he would 
come in and shoot Mr. Van Horne.' 

"Abusive and insulting language is ungentlemanly to say the 
least, but gun toting and murderous threats do seem excessive. So 
the secretary was instructed to write the General that his actions 
'cannot for a moment be tolerated and that an ample apology 
must be at once made for such conduct. If this is not done or 
should hereafter any repetition of such conduct on your part 
occur, I am instructed to say that the Committee will have 
seriously to consider the continuance of your membership in the 
Club. '" 

In 1965 students at Rosser School met some members of 
General Rosser's family. Grandonephew Malcolm E. Rosser and 
his wife visited from Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. A letter to Mrs. 
R.G. (Marguerite) Minaker arrived shortly thereafter. Mr. Rosser 
supplied much of the previous lore and he wrote in his letter: 

'· .. .There is also a Rosser Avenue in Bismarck, North Dakota, 
which is on the Northern Pacific ... It was common practice ... for 
railroad people to name towns after themselves, their associates 
or members of their families. I don't know whether he designated 
your community as Rosser, or whether some of the other railroad 
officials did it, but there is no question but that the name was 
derived from his name ... 

·'Mrs. Rosser joins me in thanking you for your interest and 
courtesies to us. Please thank your associates, as well as your 
students. On our way back to Winnipeg one of the busses passed 
us and the children waved and shouted. We left with lumps in our 
throats ... ·, 

CENTURY FARMS 

MANITOBA CENTURY FARM AWARD 

The Manitoba Department of Agriculture is honoured to 
recognize those families who have maintained a Century Family 
Farm in Manitoba. A Century Family Farm is one that has been 
maintained by the immediate descendants of the original owner 
for one hundred years or more. 

S2 

Eligibility: 
I. Farm site must have been a minimum of 50 acres at 

all times. 
2. At least 50 acres (original property) must have been 

part of the farm at all times. 
3. Records and reasonable proof or other verifying 

information must be supplied by the nominator to 
support the nomination. 

Criteria: 
Three basic criteria will be recognized. 

I. A family which currently operates and resides on a 
farm which has been operated and occupied 
continuously by the family for one hundred years or 
more. 

2. A family which currently operates a farm which has 
been operated continuously by the family for one 
hundred years or more, but does not now reside on 
the farm. 

3. A family which owns a farm which has been owned 
by the family for 100 years but currently neither 
operates nor resides upon the farm. 

Awards: 
Families in Category I, above will be eligible for both 
Century Farm Gate Signs and Century Farm Certificates, 
while those in Categories 2 and 3 shall receive Certificates 
only. All former occupant-operators will receive Certificates. 

This information was provided by The Manitoba Agricultural 
Development and Marketing Technical Services and Trainincr 
Department. b 

CENTURY FARMS IN THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF 
ROSSER 

Farms that have achieved 100 year recognition in the Rural 
Municipality of Rosser according to the Manitoba Century 
Farm criteria: 

W.E. Riggall, NE 28-12-2E; 1888 - 1988 
Original Settler: Thomas Riggall 

Bill Riggoll receil'illg "Ioi/ue ji"OIil AIIII Sell,,·ood. J'v1ollitoha 
Historical Societr 

The Beachells, Rawcliffe Grange, SE 7-12-lE; 1889 - 1989 
Original Settlers: Henry James and Anna Beachell 

Beocliellfalili/Y acceptillg CenllIry Farlll plaque. 
I-r: Aria ollilJilil Beacliell. Anll Sellwood or tlie MOllitoha Historical Society. alld 
Laurie ([lid Aloll /3('([cliell 



Bert and Joyce Barker, NW 21-12-2E; 1891 - 1991 
Original Settlers: Robert and Elizabeth Barker 

Lilliall Ro/Jerrsoll (scared). Palll Barker. Alia i,Jarie Barker. Nicholas Barker (ill 

FOil!). Blake Barker. Alall Beachell . .Iordilll Barker (inti-olll). Bel'! Barker . .Ioyce 
Barker.lrelle Comrie (seared) 

Kent and Helen Morrison, NW 10-12-1 E; 1892 - 1992 
Original Settlers: Harry Charles Buckle 

Helell alld Kellr Morrisoll holdillg Celllllr), Farm {/l\·ards./i'Olli rhe RM of Rosser. 
rhe MallilO/Ja HislOrical Sociery alld Malliro/Ja Agriclllrllre 

Farms whose owners have begun the validation 
process for official recognition are: 

Dan and Carol Nichol, NE 25-12-1 W; 1887 - 1987 
Original Settler: James Bain 

Jessamine Gray, 20-12-2E; 1880 - 1980 
Original Settlers: Henry and Joan Field 

Lyle Lawrence, SW 4-12-2E; 1880 - 1980 
Original Settler: Lyle Lawrence 

.~~ P:~~~::- -t::: :~.rf-":~~~ fC; .. ~ ~ .. ~ ,,<:;.~ ~~ 
~i~~1 to ~)'((O\,'>\'!(~~ ___ :~~'; ( , t i (f.,j ~\Y'i'l(k4\! 
{' -", ,?, -.---- =-. '-f" " 

~II ~~ ¥?-s'! A BIRTHDAY WISH ;.,~,~ if l.;.. .'1 lil '" '" ~" 
~\5~! &ss~ ElsZYRulherford 1:~::)~ 
~ I~ 
fflij I have lived 100 years, so Ih0"f,hl !'.~ 

:.~, '.~,~.~!I'I' I would write a legacy to all my riends : :1;.~~ 
A legacy I'll leave when life is o'er :':"?~'/J 

"~!II Will nOI be money but somelUng worth much more ... ""/ .... 

~II I hope it will be somelhing I can leave :.:.:,·· .. rtf.,~., .. 
fj .r::.:; V,al will help someone have a belter life 10 live ~ 

~'§1 V,en my slay on earth will be worthwhile :!:.i!J 
~j As I made lhe journey mile by mile ~ 
.i!h;,~'1>. 
-, .".11 The Bible says Ihe greatest [, love :'::°'4 \\ 
~~ii I'll leave love so true and strong ;'':;:::j \ 

~.:---i""'1 Thai it williasl your whole life long .i.·.;· ..• ~.·~.·~,""'.:t 
,.1' ()' Each one will have a brain so brighl = 
If fi:J VWI all Ihe evils Ihey will Jighl ,., (\ ~ 

~!.I· Eyes from which 10 look and see :.: ........ :,;"IL.~~ .~ The beauty in Ihis land so free !:!-.,,: 

~!I Ears lhal could always hear i'W ... 
f( :~II Vie plea's of olhers livillg near :.:.~.f,~.; 
;;,\"~.:, I'd leave Christian's as Ihey' grow u '''' 

~I To allihe evils Ihey say NO ;i:5 ";;c-

{~( ~ ~I~"g::~;:,::,%g;"w:;;re d;~ ff:: :,::~~ 
~III I'd leave a love Ihal's finn and strong i::-~i>;;: 
f.t:! As we forgive and forgel as we go along '.: .'.If.~\ .. 
; .~,.,' I'd leave a trusl in God and ill his Son _ 
,,' 'I When maybe I would hear ... Well done!! !i~~rj;' 

},~l.: I' I'd shed good will and friendship around :,'. :.,"~'~' ~\''':''''''. 
~. , J God's love would surely Ihen abound . ';:\'\"" 
oi[ '" .I! q::":::J., 11' ;'\ .:~II I just wish that this will be ::.....-:;:\"., I :,\ ""11 Whal I can leave in my leeacy )"",,/ JI ..... ·~'l 0 1.3:;;.-2' ~I i~ 
-~··/)-il I (\'~ 
J, ;. '0 -, '4 '.' 

" :~0)!\d0)f~0i~\$b;i\E}~1~~l:!t«·~;,~ 
""-':~ ~~~~dr~ # ~ ::'A'~~~4' '~;q;r "'c'; ~_;.}I 

ANCIENT TRAILS 

There are a number of sites in the Rural Municipality of 
Rosser where tantalizing evidence of ancient trails can still be 
found. Trail marks can be seen on the golf course at Bel Acres 
and also on the farm owned by Bob and Vivian White. 

A search of old maps of this area has revealed three major trail 
routes that led into Winnipeg from the north and west. Many 
trails can be seen on the maps but appear to have been used 
mainly for local traffic. Of the major trails, the one most 
frequently referenced is the Oak Point Trai I which appears to 
meander over the same terrain that would later become the route 
of the Canadian National Railway. Oak Point Trail followed high 
ridges of land as it headed in a northwesterly direction through 
Woodlands and St. Laurent to Oak Point on Lake Manitoba. One 
map shows the trail was also called Colonization Road. 

Another reference has been made to evidence of a Red River 
cart trail that crossed Jack Jacklin's land in Meadows. A clump 
of white poplar trees that served as a landmark for early settlers 
travelling to Edmonton still remains as a reminder of earlier days. 
This trail may have taken travellers between the Oak Point Trail 
and the Great Highway which came from the west through 
Portage La Prairie. 

Variety's the very spice of life, 
That gives it all its flavor. 

WILLIAM COWPER 
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THE INDIAN BURIAL MOUND 

There are many theories about mounds that hal'e been found 
in various places. Like who built them, for what purpose, and, 
last but not least, how long ago? Some ()l the answers may hal'e 
been found when experts did e.rcal'Cltion work into them. These 
Mounds have been found here in Manitoba, as well as 
throughout the North American Continent. One ol these was 
found on the north side ol the NE 114 of 19-12-1 E on a sandy 
ridge on a natural Indian trail used by the early traders. 1n 
places the marks made by the old ox-carts are still )'isible. 

The Mound was four feet high with a diameter ol sixty feet. 1t 
was partially excavated by some local lads. The following is a 
letter written by Mr. 1. Simpson on January 14, 1926. 

"You mention the 1ndian Mound. We/I, we had an interesting 
experience about that. We, the Simpson Boys, as we were known, 
and Harper, took shovels, picks, etc. up to the Indian Mound and 
started excal'Cltions "a Ie roi tut" , hunting for buried treasure. 

"About four or/i)'efeet down, almost in the middle, we came 
upon what we cone/uderl were stone kni)'es,/lints, etc., also some 
beautUit! shells which, when polished and held in the sun. 
glistened. Alter digging a little more, the bones (~l an Indian ()l 
huge stature was unearthed. Harper, who was somewhat of a 
prospective doctor, after measuring the leg bOlles, said, 
"Whoever it was must have been about se)'en feet tall and strong 
in proportion." The skull was in perlect condition, also the teeth 
were quite sound and as sharp as the prol'erbial razor. The head 
we took down to old Oak/ield house and kept it there for a time. 
At times we would put a lighted candle inside Y\'hich gm'e it a 
grotesque appearance. Finally. Madame thought it was not right 
to desecrate the remains ()l anybody and suggested that we put it 
back. 

"While we were considering taking it up to the Mound again, 
somehow or other, Mr. Bryce (~l Winnipeg got to know about the 
skull and bones being at our place. (Through some gossiping 
student, no doubt). And, one day, who should turn up at Oakfield 
but Dr. Br,vce to have a look at these interesting remains. 

"He and Madame had a great ('()/~fab about Indians. fl'1 
remember rightly, he said they (the bones) must hm'e been buried 
therefor some three hundred years. 

"Before leal'ing, he asked for the head, but on hearing we 
were going to put it back in the Mound. seemed well pleased. 

"To make a long story short, a few days ((fter it had been 
replaced, (bones, head, etc.) we noticed that the gral'(' had heen 
opened again, and a whole lot ol hones, skull, stones,. etc., 
remol'ed. 

"I have not the slightest doubt that there are still some bodies. 
or rather bones, and other relics al/ around the Mound." 

NOTE: Mr. Simpson gal'e no date ol the "treasure hunt", but 
from what Mr. E.R. James could learn, it must hal'e been about 
IR90or1891. 

In 1971 Mrs. Fetterman added the following inj'ormation: 
"When we came to the farm we understood/i'om statements that 
some medical students had remOl'ed bones .fi'om the Mound, 
either when Mr. E. Kelly owned the place or )'ery shortly before. 
In the early 1940' s a "dig", under the superl'ision (~l the 
Manitoba Museum went se)'eral feet .fi'OI7/ north to south and 
from east to west. Theyfound human bones, skull. and )'ertebrae, 
small animal bones, small quills, a few arrow heads, but no large 
find. These facts can be obtained from the Museum; at one time 
they had a display of these artie/es." 

.fi'om The Grosse 1sle Story 
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The skulls and bones found in this mound would indicate that 
there had been a battle between the Plains Indians and the mound 
builders. 

The site was more systematically excavated in 1941 by the 
Manitoba Museum. The upper levels of this mound were 
removed by horse and scraper revealing a log covered area in the 
central portion about three feet below the surface. Under the logs 
were two cylindrical pits about five feet in diameter and four feet 
deep. The more centrally located pit contained a flexed (male?) 
that had been sprinkled with red ochre and buried in a sitting 
position. Associated with the burial was a single triangular arrow 
point and a whistle made from a bird leg-bone. A few feet south 
was another pit which included two bundle burials also sprinkled 
with red ochre. Grave goods were numerous and included: two 
mollusc shell spoons, one cylindrical columella bead, three bird 
bone whistles, a triangular projectile point, two bone awls, two 
fragments of tubular stone pipes, a unilateral multi-barbed stone 
point, one flat-topped triangular end scraper, and one half-moon 
shaped chipped blade. 

This mound shows that there were at least two modes for 
disposal of the dead. One method was to place the body in a 
sitting position, shortly after death, into a pit (lnd cover the pit 
with logs and earth. The other was to leave the deceased in the 
open, perhaps on a scaffold, until the flesh was gone and then to 
gather or bundle up the bones and place them in a pit which was 
covered with logs and earth. Both forms of burial were recorded 
by early Europeans in Manitoba as being practices of the 
Assiniboine Indians. 

SIOIlC ill/1/cmory o/l-Illgilcs Family 

BILLY HUGHES LAKE 

To remember a man of energy and good humour and his 
family who made their home and livelihood, Lilyfield Dairy, on 
these acres of ground from 1905-1964. 

Dedicated to Mr. and Mrs. Billy Hughes memory. Erected by 
The Tyndall Park Association and Castlewood Homes submitted 
by Mrs. Grace Hughes Klimpke. 

This Cairn is located in a small park on the east side of Billy 
Hughes Lake on Albino Street, north of Burrows Avenue. 

LILYFIELD CAIRN 

A donation from the Whitehead family, long time residents of 
the Lilyfield district, to the Lilyfield United Church was used to 
build a cairn on the church property. A dedication service was 
held in conjunction with the 85th Anniversary of the Lilyfield 
Church on Sunday, June 21, 1992. The cairn is a huge red 
granite stone to which a bronze plaque has been attached. 



Illscriplioll 011 Li/):tield Coil'll 

ROil Cmlles. RCl'crelld ShaJ'()1I lv/CII:ies . .lack Qalll·{l\· . .Iessall/ille Cm\,. !/"rriol 
Roher/soli - dedica/ioll cerell/ollY - .lillie 21. 1992 

REMARKS BY JESSAMINE GRAY AT THE 
DEDICATION OF LIL YFIELD CAIRN 

Today it is my privilege to speak in place of David Whitehead 
who unfortunately is not able to be here. 

This cairn is standing strong and firm to commemorate the 
lives of the pioneers whose courage, integrity and faith are a 
priceless legacy to us all. It was made possible by the generosity 
of the Whitehead family. 

Many of you knew the members of the Whitehead family 
well, but there are also those who did not, so I would like to tell 
something of their contributions to this district. 

The first generation, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Whitehead, farmed a 
mile and a quarter north of here and were my close neighbours. 
Mr. Whitehead broke the sod and cleared bush. They built a fine 
big home in 1914 whose door was open to all. Mr. Whitehead 
was a school trustee and instrumental in the establishment of 
Manitoba Pool Elevator at Gordon. Their sons, John and Bob, 
attended Lilyfield School, high school in the city and followed 
this with a diploma course in Agriculture. In their boyhood an 
outdoor rink was made at the farm and local boys played their 
first hockey. After play Mrs. Whitehead had hot cocoa and 
cookies ready and these were much appreciated. 

Both John and Bob danced in the hall and took part in the 
plays and activities of the Community Club in the 1930's and 
1940's. With their wives, Allison and Florence, they worshipped 
in the church. Both wives continued the Whitehead hospitality 
and were very active in the Women's Insti tute and United 
Church Women organizations. 

John was Secretary-Treasurer of the church from late 1942 
until his death in 1980. He was a Rosser Councillor for 15 years. 
More than one wall in their home was covered with plaques 
recording his services to agricultural service clubs and 
achievements, not least as a Registered Seed Grower. 

Bob began a chicken business of producing both eggs and 
raising capons. He also was a grower of sugar beets as soon as 
this industry came to Manitoba. 

The third generation, David and Sandra, followed in their 
parent's footsteps. David graduated with a Bachelor of Science in 
Agriculture at the University of Manitoba and after being an 
Agricultural Representative in Manitoba for several years moved 
to Saskatchewan. Here he continues in this line of work. 

When she moved to Winnipeg Sandra graduated with a 
Bachelor of Education from the University of Manitoba. Sandy's 
heart was always in Lilyfield and once she was close enough to 
come to church here she became a hard workin a faithful member 
of the congregation until her tragic death two y~;\rs ago. 

Sadly David, his wife, and three daughters are the only 
Whiteheads of the family left. But I am sure the spirits of the 
three generations of the family, who gave lifetimes of service to 
this community, are present with us today. 

On behalf of the Whitehead family, I ask that you receive this 
cairn and dedicate it to the glory and praise of God. 

DEDICATION OF THE CAIRN AT GROSSE 
ISLE SCHOOL 

On September 14, 1980 a cairn was dedicated at Grosse Isle 
School to commemorate the original school which had been built 
in 1920 and torn down in 1975. 

A large crowd listened to stories about the old school and the 
vital role it played in the community. Keith Cosens, Minister of 
Education, said "This is not really the dedication of a cairn to a 
school, but to five and a half decades of education in the 
community." He called the event an occasion to "preserve the 
memory and show appreciation for what has gone before." 

Mrs. Edna Miller recalled how the building of the old school 
breathed new life into the community. It was a meeting place for 
many organizations and provided a place for church, dances, 
suppers and other events. 

Bob Bend, Interlake School Superintendent, gave credit to the 
Grosse Isle Women's Institute for having the foresight to ask that 
the nameplate above the door of the old school be saved. The 
nameplate is now the centrepiece of the cairn. Irwin Friesen, 
school trustee for the area, spoke about the role of school 
trustees. 

Bill Campbell, principal of Grosse Isle School, was Master of 
Ceremonies. He was praised by Lois Rutherford for his efforts on 
the organizing committee and for "being on the job every minute 
to see that things got done." Lois also listed the contents of a 
strong box buried in the cairn and the significance of each item. 
These items were: a book entitled The Grosse Isle Story; two 
copies of the Stonewall Argus-Teulon Times, dated August 6th 
and August 13th; a cross-section of the Winnipeg Free Press 
articles; a synopsis of activities of present Grosse Isle groups; a 
salt shaker from the local ceramics club; a 1980-81 official 
Manitoba highway map; a Safeway shopping ad; the obituary of 
a beloved member of the community, George Grindey; a 
Winnipeg Tourist and Street Guide; a 1980 Red River dollar; a 
Simpson Sears catalogue; two pennies; a safety pin; a thumb 
tack; a corsage pin; two band-aids and a child's toy bulldozer (to 
fill up space). 
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After the dedication was performed by Reverend Case 
Moerman, the unveiling was performed by John Ridgeway and 
Ren James, both beginning students when the original school 
opened in 1920. 

Marie Cosens led the school choir in songs with lyrics 
composed and written by Laura J ames. The flag raising was 
performed by Cadets David Wozny and Robert Madill. Lunch 
was served by the Grosse Isle Women's Institute. 

ER . .Iwlles 1II1\'eilillg the cairn at the neU' Grosse Isle School 

Marker 1II1\'eiled August 1980 to cO/l//l/e/l/(J/'{ile otlicial opening of The Northern 
Woods alld Water Rollle 

Marker at No. 611ighl\'ay alld Prm'illcial Road 236 
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Marker placed on outside 1\'iII! of R.tlI. of Rosser Municipal ofl/ce hr Rosser 
WO/llell's Institllle ill hOllour of our pioneers 1867-1967, Callada's CelllCliliial 

Cairn huilt ill 1992 at SI. Michael's Allglicall Church 



FINAL RESTING PLACES 

ROSSER CEMETERY 

Mr. J .E. Bergey donated a parcel of land to the Methodist 
church in 1903 to be used as a cemetery. The cemetery was 
maintained by the Methodist church until 1907 when Rosser 
Municipality took it over as a municipal cemetery. 

The cemetery is located on a gravel ridge on NW 17-12-1 E 
and provides a panoramic view of the surrounding area. 
According to the cemetery map there are over 520 plots, but 
records show only 24 are buried there. Charley PI annette 
Minaker. age 18, was the first burial on May 12, 1903. Ernest 
James Frain was the last to be buried there in 1958. Use of the 
cemetery was discontinued because of the hazards of digging 
graves in gravel. 

A recognized source of rare native plant life, Rosser Cemetery 
is a gem of virgin prairie. From time to time a controvery over 
maintenance arises. Some would like it neat, tidy and fenced; 
others prefer it in its wild prairie state, mowed a couple of times 
a year like it was when our pioneers were buried there. 

BROOKSIDE CEMETERY 

Brookside Cemetery has been a burial site ever since 1877. It 
was situated in the area of Assiniboia Municipality which 
became part of the newly-formed Rural Municipality of Rosser in 
1893. The land description was SW 14-11-2E, at what is now the 
west end of Notre Dame Avenue where it meets Brookside 
Boulevard. Many early settlers from Rosser Municipality have 
been interred there and it continues to be a final resting place for 
many to this day. When the municipal boundaries were re-drawn 
the'land which Brookside Cemetery occupies became part of the 
Village of Brooklands and, subsequently, the City of Winnipeg. 

Mili/(lr\, porlioll ,,(Brookside Ceil/cIa\, 

ST. MICHAEL'S CEMETERY 

A number of pioneer families were members of the Church of 
England prior to coming to Rosser. Their strong faith led to the 
organization of services in worshiper's homes and finally, in 
1890, to formation of the Parish of St. Michael. Land for the 
church and cemetery was consecrated on August 23, 1892. 

The first burial at St. Michael's Cemetery was Alice Priscilla 
Davies, 16 years of age in 1892. A complete list of burials can be 
found in the recent SI. Michael's Centennial booklet. 

Although the cemetery was established by the Anglican 
Parish, anyone who wanted to purchase a plot could do so. 

LIL YFIELD CEMETERY 

As more people settled in the Lilyfield area a vital need for a 
cemetery began to develop. Until that time, those who died were 
interred in other cemeteries - usually Brookside Cemetery in 
what ultimately became part of Winnipeg. In the early 1900's, 
Heber Archibald donated a piece of his land for a cemetery. This 
was the NE corner of NE 20-12-2E. This was how Lilyfield 
Cemetery came into being. According to dates on the headstones, 
the earliest burial was that of a day-old baby. This was in 1904 
and was James Chambers Jr., the infant son of James and 
Margaret Chambers. 

In the past, the cemetery was unkempt, a place where grass 
grew profusely almost everywhere. Today the cemetery is neat 
and tidy, grass is kept mowed and, in summertime, many flowers 
are planted on the graves. It is quite an undertaking to keep it all 
neat and tidy. This care is accomplished through the work of a 
committee. The present governing committee consists of: Robert 
White, Chairman: Charles D. Stewart. Treasurer: Vivian White, 
Secretary: Robert (Bert) Barker: Jack Oatway; Tom Patterson: 
and John Stewart. 

Through the years many people have made contributions 
towards the care of the cemetery, the largest bequest was made 
by Dorothy Joan Murphy (Chambers). These donations are used 
for upgrading and the perpetual care of the cemetery. Prior to this 
arrangement, Lilyfield Cemetery depended on an allottment of 
tax revenues from the Municipality for its upkeep. In the last few 
years there have been many improvements made to the cemetery, 
some of which are a new wrought-iron gate; new fence posts and 
wire and new paint on those posts; a new sign, donated by Dan 
and Ella Larsen. A metal building, used as a pumphouse, was 
donated by the C.M. Stewart family; electricity has been installed 
in the building, along with an electric pump system for water. 
The newest improvement has been the installation of 
underground water pipes between the pump and watering stations 
positioned throughout the cemetery. 

Lilyfield Cemetery is a municipal cemetery and, as such, is 
used primarily by families of the Rural Municipality of Rosser. 
However, it is such a lovely peaceful resting place that inquiries 
are often received from others as to whether plots are available 
there. 

THE GRA VEY ARD ON 20-12-2E 

This little graveyard in the bush on the Field farm began in 
1881 with the death of a baby son. It became a registered 
cemetery in the 50's. Those resting there are: Edward Field, 
1881; Isabella Field, 1883; Henry Field, 1894; David Clark, 
1895; Andrew Lauder, 1947; Andrew Gray, 1961; and Frances 
Lauder, 1973. 
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LEST WE FORGET 

Since the first Armistice Day in 1918, Canadians have always 
set aside a day in memory of those who gave their lives for 
freedom. Until 1931, this special day was called Armistice Day. 
although from 1921 to 1931 it was merged with Thanksgiving 
and officially called Thanksgiving Day. Since 1931 it has been 
known as Remembrance Day. 

Every year on November 11, Canadians across the country 
pause in a silent moment of remembrance to pay tribute to the 
many men and women who served our country during times of 
war. These include: World War I. 1914 to 1918; World War II. 
1939 to 1945; and the Korean War, 1950 to 1953. More than 
1.500,000 Canadians served overseas and more than 100,000 
died. They gave their lives and futures so that we could live in 
peace. 

The custom of remembering the dead of war on the 
anniversary of Armistice Day began in 1919 at the suggestion of 
King George V of England. The king asked that everyone 
remember the war victims by observing two minutes of silence at 
"the eleventh hour of the eleventh day". 

Each November over ten million bright red poppies "burst 
into bloom" on the lapels of men, women and children. Wearing 
the poppy became a tradition on Remembrance Day. During 
World War I, much of the fiercest combat took place around 
Flanders. Belgium. The lush green fields were quickly turned to 
blackened wastes but, in the spring, soldiers fighting in the 
trenches saw a remarkable sight; the wastelands of battle 
sprouted with vast stretches of scarlet - the blood-red of the 
Flanders poppy. In 1915 a Canadian artillery officer and military 
doctor, Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae. had been tending the 
dying and wounded on that battlefield at Ypres. He was moved to 
compose a poem, which begins "In Flanders fields the poppies 
blow ... " It is still included in many Remembrance Day services. 

Planting crocus bulbs alongside poppies has become a new 
custom on Remembrance Day. Many people in parts of Canada 
and Britain practise this custom to show that they are not just 
remembering the past, they are also expressing hope for the 
future and a wish for peace. 

A WAR MEMORIAL 

Omand's Creek forms the eastern boundary of Brookside 
Cemetery and meanders through the military section. All of the 
headstones in this section face the east and the rising' sun. The 
Cross of Sacrifice War Memorial was provided by the Imperial 
War Graves Commission and was erected in Brookside Cemetery 
under the supervision of the Winnipeg Public Parks Board. 
Canada's shrine to her 103,000 war dead, as a result of the two 
World Wars was erected in Brookside in 1960. The Winnipeg 
Free Press reported in the April 9, 1992 newspaper that there 
were 9,043 military graves in Brookside Cemetery, "the largest 
Municipal burial site for war dead in Canada". Almost 5,000 of 
these graves belong to the veterans of World War I. Many of the 
men who fought and survived the battle at Vimy Ridge in 1917. 
The Great Stone of Remembrance faces the Cross of Sacrifice in 
the Military section of the cemetery and is inscribed on one side, 
"In memory of all the war dead of 1914-1918 and 1939-1945 
wars," and on the other, "Their Names Liveth for Evermore." 
Unveiling and dedication of The Great Stone of Remembrance 
took place on October 2, 1960. It was a ceremony held jointly by 
the Canadian Legion Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
and the Winnipeg Public Parks Board. 
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HONOUR ROLL OF THOSE WHO SERVED IN 
THE ARMED FORCES 

FROM THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF 
ROSSER 

+Killed in action 

WORLD WAR I 

Anderson, Elmer 
Barker, Robert 

Barker, William 
Barry. Richard 

Bergey, Clayton 
Bewell, Raymond 

Bewell, Frank 
Cawston. James 

Clarke. Harry 
Corbett. Herbert 
Craig. William 
Cross, Gordon 
Davidson. Roy 

Emily, John 
Evan, Albert 

Hagborg, Victor 
Hagborg. Clarence 
Hagerman, Morley 

Hughes, Jack 
Hutton. Samuel 

Jull, George 
Jull, King 

Jull, Walter 
Lindsay. Alex 

Lindsay, James 
Little, Percival 

MacNicholas, Edward 
Madill, Edward 
McCaig, John 
McFee, Carl 

Mulligan, Wilburn 
Nixon, Russell 

Ridgeway, Weston 
Robertson, Alexander 
Rutherford, Norman 

Stewart, Bill 
Styles. Alfred 

Wedge, Harvey 
Wedge, Herb 



Anderson, Frank 
Anderson, James 
Angst, Robert 
Appleyard, Kenneth 
Baer, Robert 
Bais, Jack 
Bancroft, Ron 
Bancroft, Harry 
Barker, Lillian 
Barker, Robert 
Barker, Margaret 
Beachell, Lawrence 
Bergey, Stanley 
Blair, Robert 
Blair, John 
Blair, William + 
Blair, James 
Blair, Richard 
Braid, William 
Campbell, Gamet 
Carlson, Doris 
Chatwell, Ted 
Childerhose, Ralph 
Childerhose, Ernest 
Chimuk, William 
Comrie, George 
Conquergood, Flora 
Conquergood, Murdena 
Corbett, Clayton + 
Cowdery, Robert 
Daniels, William 
Dean, Gordon 
Dean, Gilbert 
Deprez, George 
Deprez, Harry 
Dowler, Evelyn 
Dykstra, Bodie 
Edgely, Charley + 
Fargey, James 
Fetterman, Frederic 
Frain, Pete 
Fraser, David 
Fraser, Donald 
Fraser, Gordon 
Fraser, Orval 
Fraser, Allan 
Fraser, Robert 
Galbraith, Durwood 
Gam, Arthur 
Gam, Emile 
Graham, Arnold 

WORLD WAR II 

Greenway, William + 
Grenkow, Joe 
Grenkow, Paul 
Gunnarson, Gunnar 
Hagemlan, Morley 
Harris, Charles 
Hayden, Wilfred 
Hayden, Clifford + 
Hayden, Lloyd 
Hayden, John 
Hayden, Delmar 
Herring, Herman 
Herring, Fred 
Hudson, Ron 
Hudson, Edgar 
Hughes, Ted 
Humpage, Milton 
Hutton, George 
James, Walter 
James, Robert 
James, William + 
James, Mcujorie 
James, Frederick + 
Kaplan, Ziona 
Keith, Edwin 
Keith, Delmar 
Kenny, Roland 
Keyes, Stella 
Klimpke, Ed 
Klimpke, Walter 
Kroecker, Arthur 
Laing, John 
Lauder, Andrew 
Lauder, Dean 
Lawrence, Gordon 
Ledger, Albert 
Leslie, Robert 
Leslie, Clarence 
MacDonald, Alex 
MacDonald, Clarence 
Mackie, Mary 
Massey, Frederic 
McKenzie, Gordon Hart 
McMillan, Wallace 
Minaker, Gerald 
Moore, Alfred + 
Moore, Bruce 
Moore, Arthur + 
Moore, Cecil 
Moore, Gerald 
Morrison, James 

KOREAN WAR 

Langille, Willis 
Simonson, Carl 

Munro, Jack 
Munroe, James 
Murphy, Kenneth + 
Murphy, Mmjorie 
Murphy, Marion 
Neal, Bert 
Nelson, Hamilton 
Norberg, Regina 
Oatway, Wallace 
Ostafichuk, Paul 
Parker, James 
Parker, Thomas + 
Patton, Harold 
Peloquin, Emil 
Petlock, Walter 
Pressman, Abie 
Price, Theodore 
Ridgeway, Frederick 
Robison, Ross 
Rossnagel, Edward 
RossnageJ. Randy 
Rothwell, James 
Rudy, William 
Rutherford, Robert 
Ryan, Marjorie 
Ryan, George 
Sheldon, John 
Sokolowski, William 
Sokolowski, John 
Sokolowski, Steve 
Stanbridge, Malcolm 
Steeves, Albert 
Stevens, Alfred 
Stoughtenberg, Helmsley 
Stringer, Joseph + 
Sulz, Chris 
Szumlanksi, Ed 
Szumlanski, Mike 
lay lor, Joseph 
Toutant, Victor 
Tremeer. Robert 
Turbett, Audrey 
Turnbull, Lloyd 
Tyler, Thomas 
Uszy, Ben 
Warburton, Arthur 
Warburton, Eric + 
Warburton, Evelyn 
Wysocki, Daniel 
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NATIONAL WAR FINANCE COMMITTEE 
PROVINCE OF MANITOBA 

:156 MAIN STREET 

Telephone: 93155 

WINNIPEG 

November 8th, 1945. 

Mr. Percy Beachell, 
Chairman, Unit No. 18, 
National War Finance Committee" 
Rosser" Man. 

Dear Mr. Beaohell: 

In appreciation of the services you have so ably given 
the National War Finance Committee during Canada's Victory Loans, 
every effort has been made to obtain something in the nature of a 
permanent souvenir that would be most acceptable to the majority, 
and it has been agreed that a portfolio of reproductions of the 
actual Documents of Surrender would be favourably regarded. 

Never since the first recording of the history of 
mankind has a set of documents been so fraught with possibilities 
for the procurement of eventual peace on earth than the Do'cuments 
of Surrender signed in Tokyo Bay on Sunday, September 2nd, 1945. 

It, therefore, gives me very great pleasure to send you 
this portfolio, inscribed with your name, as a very slight expression 
of the debt owed by the National War Finance Committee to you for your 
contribution of service, which has been so neceRsary in the operation 
of Canada's Victory Loans. 
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Yours sinoerely, 

Provinoial Chairman. 
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Ul/illtlS, War Fil/al/ce COllllllillee 

A PORTFOLIO OF 

REPRODUCTIONS OF T'fIE 

DOCU~MENTS OF SURRENDER 

* SURRENDER AT LUNEBERG 

MAY 4,1945 

* SURRENDER AT RHEIMS 

MAY7,1945 

* SURRENDER AT BERLIN 

MA Y 8, 1945 

* SURRENDER AT TOKYO 

SEPT. 2, 1945 

Resented by the National War Finance Committee 

to. __ B~e...Lr~c".;y...j---l-B~e~a~c~b,-+e~JLJJ-4-, E~SL'"-'qr-' -
on the occasion 0/ Canada's Ninth Victory Loan 
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THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ROSSER 

The Rural Municipality ol Rosser was organized in 1893, 
being comprised of land formerly in the municipalities ()l St. 
Francois XCl\'ier, Assiniboia and St. Paul. The portion ol 
Assiniboia which became part of Rosser included the Village ol 
Brooklands. B."", a boundary readjustment carried out in 1895, 
Rosser acquired an area olland hitherto ill the municipality of 
Kildonan, while giving up one township to St. Paul. 

The municipality in the beginning contained 108,000 acres 
and extended a distance ()l24 milesfi'om Stony Mountain west to 
Marquette. On the south side it was bordered by ri\'er lots which 
gave it a rather jagged outline. 

To the north the municipalities ()l Rockwood and Woodlands 
were its neighbours. Villages colltained in the municipality were 
Rosser, Grosse Isle, Meadows and Marquette. In the ensuing 
years communities ()l Little Mountain, Gordon and Lily/ield were 
organized. 

excerpt/i'om Rosser Ripples 

How Rosser Became a Rural Municipality 

It was quite a search through government records ... how did 
this area officially become a municipality. A search through 
several government departments failed to turn up any 
information on how this came about. Finally, the following 
infonnation was located through the sleuthing of an archivist at 
Provincial Archives and Government Records: 
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"The Rural Municipality oj'Rosser was 
created hy Statute Amendment (56 Vic. 
1893 cap 25, s.4) assented to March 1 I, 
1893. C orpo!'([tiolls Branch ach'ises file 
that there would not have been Letters 
Patent for a municipality created hy leg
islatioll and that Rosser was not regis
tered under The Companies Act: 
therelore the Branch has no documenta
tion relating to the llIunicipalitr. 
Similarly, an Order-in-Collncil was n~)t 
required to incOljJorate the mllnicipality. 
Howel'er, I have located an OC dated 
May 13, 1893, allthorizing the first 
llIunicipal election and establishing four 
wards ... Finally, I checked the index to 
the Sessional Papers of the Legislatllre 
f(lr any documents relating to the forma
tion ()l the municipality hilt f(ilInc! no reF 
erence,\' to it." 

The Statute Amendment (56 Vic, 1893 Cap 25 s.4 reads: 

"43a. The RlIral Mllnicipality ol Rosser shall 
comprise Township 12, Ranges One, Two and Three, 
East, whole or fi'actional: Township II, Ranges One 
and Two, East, whole or fractional; Township 
Twelve, Ranges One and Two, West, fi'([(.'tiollal, and 
Township Eleven, Range One, West, Fractional." 

Order in Council 4440 was given approval on May 13, 1893. 
This document stipulated: 

" ... that the following he the provisions Fir holding 
an election for Reel'e and Councillors in the new 
Municipality ol Rosser f()r the remainder of the year 
1893, that is to say: -
(I) That the Council shall consist of a Reeve and 
.lour Councillors who shall be elected hy the duly 
qualilied electors ol the Municipality: 
(2) That the Reeve be elected h.v the whole 
Municipality and one Councillor be elected for each 
Ward; 
(3) That the qualZ/'ications ol such Reeve and 
Councillors he as defined by the Mllnicipal Act, 
Revised Statutes of Manitoba; 
(4) That H.J. Beachell, Postmaster at Rosser, be 
the Returning Officer/()r the said Election; 
(5) That the time for holding nominations of 
candidates for Reeve and Council/ors of the said 
Municipality be Thursday, the first day of June, A.D. 
1893, and be held at such place within said 
Municipality as the Returning Officer may decide; 
(6) That in case a poll be demanded for the said 
election, the time for holding same be Wednesday the 
fourteellth day of June, A.D. 1893, and the required 
polling place be fixed and the necessary Deputy 
Returning Officers appointed by the Returning 
Officer; 



(7) That the last rCl'ised Voters Lists of the 
Municipalities ()j'Assiniboia, St. Francois X(/I'ier and 
St. Paul ,1'Izere applicable to the limits oj'the said 
Municipality as dejined by Section 4, Chapter 25, 56 
Victoria, be the Voters Lists, used at said Election; 
(R) That on account oj'the distance ./i'om printing 
o/lices and under the provisions oj'Section 121, 
Municipal Act, RCl'ised Statutes oj'Manitoba, the 
said Election be conducted by open ,'ote, and all the 
provisions of the said Act, governing the manner (!j' 
holding elections shall apply thereto, where 
applicable, s(/l'e the ballot provisions; 
(9) That all expenses in connection with the 
holding ()j'the said Election be deji'ayed and paid by 
the Municipality' 
(10) That the said Municipality be divided into 
Wards asfollows: 

(a) Ward number One shall comprise TowlIship 
12, Ranges I and 2 West, /i'actiollal and Towllship 
II, Range I West,./i'actional; 

(b) Ward numher Two shall comprise Township 
12, Range I East; 

(c) Ward lIumber Three shall comprise 
Township II in Ranges I and 2, East, whole 
or ./i'acti ona I; 

(d) Ward lIumher Four shall comprise Township 
12 ill Ranges 2 and 3 east, whole orfi·actional. 
(II) That in all respects, save as (~j'oresaid, the 
prm'isions oj'the Municipal Act shall apply to the 
holding ()j'the said election." 

The creation of the new Municipality was duly reported as 
front page news by The Argus (of that day). Lorne Reimer, 

. Managing Editor of today's Stonewall Argus recently ran across 
. a tattered copy of the page in the newspaper's archives. He has 
furnished the following excerpt for this book: 

"At Thursday's session oj'the legislature, the new 
municipality oj'Rosser was created. It comprises the 
two western townships ()j'St. Pauls, the two northern 
townships of Assinihoia, and a three cornered piece 
off the northern part ()j'St. Francois-Xavier, ()j'two 
townships, a total oj'six. This reduces St. Pauls to 
one halj' its present si:e and makes it only a trifle 
higger than Kildonan. For several days the law 
amendments committee had beell waited upon hy 
deputations for and against the change. The chief 
reason urged by the petitioners for a new 
municipality was that they had not received a 
sl!/Jicient share ()f'the expenditures ()j'their respecti,'e 
councils for improvements. Only the river lots had 
their share oj'money expended upon them, the back 
townships had been neglected. It would seem that 
these back townships arc settled by Ontario people 
while the ri,'er lots are owned hy the natives ()j'the 
IJI'01'ince, and their interests had never heen in 
common ... 

The Argus, March 9, IR93 

Changes have been made to the boundaries, as they were laid 
out in the Order-in-Council, as soon as 1895, again in 1902 and 
in 1945. The last boundary revision was made in 1969 when 
some lands were annexed to the City of St. James Assiniboia. Of 
the original four wards, Ward One is the only ward whose 

boundaries have remained unchanged throughout the 100 year 
period. The other three wards have undergone boundary 
adjustments that have ranged from minor changes to the division 
of lands for an additional ward, Ward Five, which was 
discontinued June 30, 192 I, An excerpt from Council Minutes 
states: 

"WHEREAS the North West quarter of'Section II in 
Township II, Range 2, East of the Principal 
Meridian, and the North West 114 oj'Section 14 in 
Township II, Range 2, East of the Principal 
Meridian in Manitoba was formerly part oj' Ward 
Three (3) oj'the Municipalit)' ()j'Rosser, and it was 
deemed advisahle to include the said lands in Ward 
Fi,'e (5) and the said lands were so included. 

AND WHEREAS all of Ward Fire (5) with the 
exception oj'the two quarter sections has he en 
included in the formation of the \'illage of 
Brooklands; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the 
Council ()f'the Municipalitv ()j'Rosser herehy ((/Jimz 
the expediency oj'taking these remaining Sections oj' 
Ward Five (5), The North West 114 oj'Section II in 
Township II, Range 2, East of the Principal 
Meridian, and the North West 114 ()f'Section 14 in 
Township II, Range 2, East of the Principal 
Meridian in Manitoha and inc/uding same in Ward 
Three (3) oj' the Municipality, and he it further 
resolved that the houndary oj' the said Ward he 
changed accordingly, and that the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council he requested to gi,'e effect to 
this resolution." 

]Va. 4-'.4< -4<- O . 
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REPORT OF A COMMITTEE 
OJ" THE 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

ON MAiTERS OF STATE 

Ad.vising that , 
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REEVES 
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ROSSER 

1893 - 1993 

Roher( Simpson 
1897-1899 

Rohert Kellett 
1904 

1saac Bricker 
1906 

Henry R. Mason 
1963 

1[96 

/'9?-.95 
l.!loo 

/90/- 3 

/90'!-

/90$" 

/90' 

1909-21 

1$(.3 

/9(,,4-/$74 

IS7t 

Alan Beachell 
1974-

MISSING PHOTO 

DClI'id Law 
/893 - 1896 

Rohert Tait 
/896 

WF. Smith 
1900, 1907- / 908 

A F. Preston 
1901, /903-1905 

.fohn Haddow 
/909- / 921 

Percy Beachell 
/922-1953 

Roher( E. Ryan 
1954-1963 

El'eree! L. Lawrence 
/964-1974 
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W. .lull 
1893-1894 

George Hmper 
1895-1896 

Rohert Kellett 
1897-1899,1902-1903 

F.Howe 
1924-1931 

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ROSSER 
WARD ONE COUNCILLORS 

1893 - 1993 

Victor Haghorg 
1932-1953 

Yll!! 
1¥9~- " 
/1"9;- G 

li91-$ 

ISoO 

ISOI 

190;:' :3 

Igos- 17 

Igl[-I.9 

Ig2o- 23 

/.9{,l.t;- J/ 

153t- S3 

;9S-4-5; 

/9.n-'" 
1!J'-3~ 1.97"1 

19U~/977 

/9!7p 

Gunnar Norherg 
1977-

MISSING PHOTOS 

IA. Ransom 
1904 

R. Blair 
1954-1958 

HR. Mason 
1958-1963 

A. Haghorg 
1963-1974 

F. McKerchar 
1900, 19/8 -/ 919 

D. McDonald 
190/, 1905-/917 

W.R. Childerhose 
/920-/923 

Grant Johnson 
/974-/977 



H.I Beachell 
1897-1900 

Isaac Bricker 
1901 

C. Buckle 
1902 -1908 

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ROSSER 
WARD TWO COUNCILLORS 

1893 - 1993 

R.G. Simpsoll 
1893-1896. 
1910-1913 

~ 
IS93-96 

/i9r-1900 
If)O/ 

190:<-0, 
/$09 
/$/0 

/$10-/3 
/5/1-21 
/.9Z~2.J 

1324-37 
19S5-';, 

1$'16-':;' 

/$'Z-/977 

1977-/992-

189-3 -

Carl Hm'ixheck 
1992-

M. Rile\' 
1909-1910 

Roy Anderso/l 
1938-1945 

A.M. Wedge 
1946-1962 

Henry Johnson 
1962-1977 

Gerald Minaker 
1977-1992 

Percy Beachell 
1914-1921 

G. Huttoll 
1922-1923 

D. Slagemwn 
1924-1937 
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J. Calhraith 
1896-1897 

J.J. Taylor 
1898-1900 

W. Atkillsoll 
1901-1902 

R. Roche 
1940-1946 

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ROSSER 
WARD THREE COUNCILLORS 

1893 - 1993 

~ 
/S93- go 

li% 

li9~ 

/S97 

11'97 

/i9f~/gOO 

/901-1902 

/9.0 3 -1.904 

190;S-190(' 

19 0 7-1!l1:l 

/913-IfNj 

1.919- J9 

;9<;0- 4~ 

1"'17- 'Ii 

IS49- G3 

IS'1-70 

)971-

R.E. Ryall 
1947-1948 

AJ. Oatway 
1971-

MISSING PHOTOS 

C. Rallsom 
1893-1895,1897 

R. Tait 
1896 

WH. Smith 
1903-1904 

H.O. Ayearst 
1907-1912 

El'creel L. Lc{wrellce 
1949-1963 

J. Haddow 
1905-1906 

J.N. Taylor 
1913-1918 

CH. Roche 
1919-1939 

P. Hudsoll 
1964-1970 



I Chambers 
1893 

I W. Phipps 
1900-1901 

L. Lawrence 
1902-1903 

I Morrison 
1931-1936 

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ROSSER 
WARD FOUR COUNCILLORS 

1893 - 1993 

AH.Oatway 
1937-1950 

1$93 
18(14-99 

1900- 01 

1902'03 

1801 
/90$-10 

19/1 -30 

1931-36 

1937- $0 

/fJ,I- S5 

19S5-70 

197/-197"1 

/974 _1880 

/980-/99Z 

1993 

Robert White 
1992-

MISSING PHOTOS 

W.IO'Neil 
1894-1899 

WA Oades 
1951-1955 

IS. Whitehead 
1955-1970 

C. TlIrbett 
1974-1980 

C. Code 
1904 

T. Mills 
1905-1910 

IE. Stewart 
1911-1930 

R.J. Stewart 
1971-1974,1980-1992 
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IS//-I? 

1!l1S-

1.9/6 

/S/(,·IF 

19/09 .. 20 

/921 

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ROSSER 
WARD FIVE COUNCILLORS 

1911 - 1921 

MISSING PHOTOS 

H. Hare/ern 
1911-/9/4 

J. Foster 
19/5-/9/6 

M. McKerchar 
/916-1918 

C.R. Brown 
1921 

.I. McKendry 
/919-/920 



W.J. Styles 
1893-1906 

Florence Burns 
1926-1933 

Jean Turnbull 
1945 

G. Forrest 
1966-1968 

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ROSSER 
SECRETARY-TREASURERS'" 

1893 - 1993 

Walter Beachell 
1906-1926 

Mrs. E.J. Burns 
1912-1926""" 
1926-1961 

NO 
PHOTO 

AVAILABLE 

W. Kemtopj' 
1961-1966 

H. Beddome 
1969-1971 

Mrs. Belly Lindsay 
1965-1971** 
1972-

ASSISTANT SECRETARIES 
1893 - 1993 

Eileen Hunter 
1933-1935 

Mrs. E. Cohon 
1945-1965 

William Sokolowski 
1936-1941 

Verna Childerhose 
1971-1976 

Marjorie Ruther/ord 
1941-1945 

Linda Van De Walle 
1977-

* Secretary-Treasurer became Municipal Administrator in 1983 
** Served as Assistant Secretary Treasurer 
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ON MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION 
hr D.L. CWlJl'he!! 

My acquaintance with the administration of the municipal 
business started early. As a matter of fact. I was probably seven 
or eight at the time of my introduction to it. I had become 
somewhat infomled because I was aware that my father would go 
to a school board meeting about once every month. 

A year or two later our local councillor, Mr. MacKenzie 
Setter, councillor for Ward 2 of the Rural Municipality of 
Portage La Prairie, called at our place and shared a mid-day 
meal. My interest in Mr. Setter was not as great as it was in the 
very fine team of horses that he drove. His visits were almost 
always in summertime, he came in a nice sound serviceable 
buggy, drawn by a very fine team of horses. To distinguish them 
from the work horses we usually referred to them as drivers, or 
driving horses and a good farmer like Mr. Setter took pride in his 
good team. 

Later on Mr. Setter authorized a work of considerable 
magnitude for those days. The whole mile of road north and 
south which passed our place was to be graded. In those days 
there was a system called Statute Labor. which allowed farmers 
to pay part or all of their taxes with work. In this case, my father 
supplied four horses of the eight which were to pull the grader. 
To me this was quite a big deal. My brother, who was only three 
years older than I, was to drive this team of ours. 

Mr. Bailey, a local man, operated the grader. Another local 
man. Mr. Lytle, used a single furrow walking plow to cut three or 
four furrows which the grader moved toward the centre of the 
road. In later years a tractor pulled the grader and. by that time, 
the grader was such a sophisticated implement that no plowman 
needed to precede it at all. It just got right into the sod itself and 
scraped it right up into the centre of the road. Anyway. Mr. 
Bailey and the rest of the crew made a pretty sizeable grade. To 
we folks living beside it, it was a major operation. 

Mr. Setter also authorized my father to construct a couple of 
culverts. That was also done as Statute Labor and my father got 
credit for the work that he did on his taxes. That. for me, was an 
early acquaintance with municipal work. 

I took an interest in the municipal affairs of our own 
municipality and of the City of Portage La Prairie. During my 
high school years in Portage I got to know something of the local 
administration there, and became acquainted with a local 
alderman. From then on, I was familiar with municipal 
administration and the personalities involved. As years went on 
that contact became closer and closer. When I became a Member 
of the Legislative Assembly I prosecuted diligently my 
acquaintance with municipal people. I had learned by that time, 
that as the governmental administrative unit closest to the people, 
they performed essential work. To my constant regret I never had 
the advantage of either school board or municipal experience. I 
always felt that it was a detriment to my later service. 

Even before I was a member of the Legislative Assembly. I 
attended municipal gatherings, particularly the Union of 
Manitoba Municipalities Commission. Through the years I kept 
very close to UMM and I have never wavered in my opinion that 
they are a remarkable body of people. 

When I became Minister of Agriculture in 1936 it was 
fortunate that I had such a good acquaintance with the municipal 
people of Manitoba. Almost immediately it was necessary to call 
on that body to help with an agricultural program of great 
significance to the province as a whole. The reason because of 
the famous, or infamous encephalomyelitis, (sleeping sickness) 
epidemic. It struck Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta in 1937. 
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At that time. although mechanization of the farms had started to 
occur. real horse power was still a very important part of the 
work force on the farms of Manitoba. That dreaded disease was a 
terrible scourge to the farm population, killing many farm 
animals. A vaccine had been developed and the Ministers of 
Agriculture in Saskatchewan and Alberta and I massed the 
purchasing power of our three provinces to purchase enough to 
fight the epidemic. This meant an order for a million and a half 
doses of vaccine. At our request the UMM executive approached 
their respective councils and a mass vaccination program was 
undertaken. It was very successful. not only from the point of 
view of getting all of the horses vaccinated but also by mass 
purchasing the vaccine, each dose cost less than half the 
individual price. 

Another partnership program with the municipalities took 
place in 1937 or 1938. A newly developed wheat variety. called 
Thatcher, had been originated at. the University of Minnesota. 
This new variety was closely related to the famous Marquis 
wheat which had been developed at the experimental farms in 
Ottawa and had made such a contribution to the wheat growing 
parts of Canada as a whole. The new variety proved to be a little 
more rust resistant than Marquis and probably a little higher 
yielding too. Our department purchased all that they could buy in 
the States and distributed it through the municipalities. There was 
untold advantage to Manitoba farmers in getting this new cross 
while it was right at its virile best. 

The major program of cooperation with municipalities was 
farm electrification. The UMM, as such, and individual 
municipalities led in its implementation. I have said many times 
that it just couldn't have worked without the assistance of 
municipal councils. Our government had recruited a capable 
team to study the question and was prepared to back the project 
financially. The Hydro Board gave enthusiastic approval to the 
program; but the major job of selling it to farm families was done 
by the municipal councils. They worked with Hydro to 
determine the shortest distance of each line to service the 
maximum number of customers. They set up local committees to 
explain the program to residents. The councils used women on 
those committees in prominent positions and in practically equal 
numbers with the men because the women knew what the 
program would mean to housewives in Manitoba. 

The success of this program was really phenomenal. In every 
way municipal people were real partners in the job. Of course 
during this time L as Minister. got acquainted with so many of 
the municipal people. One of the councils that worked diligently 
was the Rural Municipality of Rosser. It was at that time that I 
became closely acquainted with Percy BeachelL a long-term 
Reeve there. 

In many cases the acquaintances that I made during the course 
of that program remained my friends for as long as they lived. 
Among those, of course, as I mentioned before, was Percy 
Beachell. My personal acquaintance with Percy continued until 
his death some years ago, and has carried on through to his son. 
Alan. 

At this 100 year achievement. I salute the dedicated men who 
have served the Rural Municipality of Rosser. My hope is that 
over the next 100 years good men and women will continue this 
increasingly important work. 

:;: ::: :;: 



1893 

1894 

1897 

1901 

1902 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
EXCERPTS FROM 1893 - 1993 

The first council meeting was held in Little Mountain 
School, June 24, 1893. David Law was the first Reeve 
with W. Jull, councillor for Ward I, J. Simpson, Ward 
2, G. Ransom, Ward 3, J. Chambers, Ward 4. Mr. W.J. 
Styles was appointed Secretary-Treasurer at a salary of 
$400 per annum. Among the resolutions passed at that 
first meeting was the following: that Councillor 
Chambers have authority to expend the sum of $2.00 to 
repair mud holes in the old trail. Two petitions were 
presented for schools, one for Westfield S.D. now 
Rosser Village and one for Gerrie S.D. Meetings of the 
council were held in Little Mountain School or Rosser 
School (East Rosser) until 1906 when the meetings were 
changed to Price's Hall. 
The railway right-of-way was a hazard to cattle and 
horses. Little could be done to secure compensation for 
animals killed. A fence was finally put up at the demand 
of council. 
A petition was presented asking to build the Stony 
Mountain Road that later became known as No.7 
highway. Rockwood council offered a $300 grant 
towards the constructiQn of this road. In those early days 
council evidently kept a close eye on their secretary. We 
find that he was instructed to get his mail at Rosser 
every Saturday about six o'clock in summer and during 
the day in winter. Protests were made to the Minister of 
Agriculture and the CPR that a monopoly appeared to 
exist between the elevator and grain companies whereby 
farmers were forced to ship through the elevators and 
not allowed to ship cars. Later the CPR repaired loading 
platforms for the convenience of farmers loading cars. 

Was the first year seed grain advances were made by the 
municipality. 
The City of Winnipeg was given permission to erect a 
telephone line, presumably to their quarry at Little 
Mountain. 
Negotiations were started with the Bell Telephone 
Company for construction of telephone lines in the 
municipality. A sidewalk was built from the 
Presbyterian Church (near the present school) to the 
station. 
Two acres was set aside by Mr. J.E. Bergey on Section 
17 -12-1 E for a cemetery for the Methodist Church. 
Another acre was added and the municipality purchased 
this three acres with a right-of-way from the road to the 
cemetery. On September 29. Mr. H. Archibald gave to 
the municipality three acres in the NE corner of the NE 
quarter of Section 20-12-2E for a cemetery (Lilyfield). 
This was acknowledged by a vote of thanks from the 
council. 
The casting of the vote of the Reeve finalized the 
decision to build a municipal office in Rosser. The cost 
not to exceed $2,000. The office was built in 1908 at a 
contract price of $1,909. At this time a delegation tried 
to get electric railway service to Rosser but failed. 
A resolution appearing adds a spark of humour - That 
the reeve with the health officer and councillors Ayearst 
and Mills be a nuisance committee with full power to 
act in the municipality. The Oak Point Highway. now 
No.6 was staked out for construction. A resolution was 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1914 

1915 

1918 
1919 

1920 

1931 

1933/ 
34/35 
1938 

1940 

1941 

1945 

1948 

passed to tax all unmarried men over 21 years of age the 
sum of $4.00 annually. The marriage register doesn't 
show any noticeable increase in marriages. 

W.A. Bonner representing the Winnipeg Automobile 
Club, asked permission of council to do works on the 
roads in such places as the club deemed advisable for 
the improvement of roads. 
Subdivisions were in full swing. Some 900 acres of land 
were subdivided into small holdings. some almost as far 
out as Little Mountain School. Many pathetic stories 
have been related by those who invested their savings in 
this way, later to find that all they had was a~ tax 
liability. The effect of these subdivisions was almost 
equally disastrous to the municipality as the taxes on 
these lots were not paid. At one time these lots were 
valued on the tax roll at over $100.000. As the 
municipality became owner of greater portions of the 
subdivisions. cancellation of plans were undertaken and 
remaining owners were given other lots in more 
favourable locations. 
$110.000 in debentures were sold for building roads. 
Some sold in London, England for four-and-a-half 
percent interest. 
A resolution was passed to pay $20 per month to each 
family whose wage earner had gone to the front (World 
War I). Also in that year, it was necessary to find work 
for unemployed men. Council arranged a work program 
for breaking stones. 
Seed grain relief was necessary. It was in this period 
that the flu epidemic was so bacl. 
Whole families being stricken. 
The speed over the railroad at the meridian was set at 
six miles per hour. 

The CPR road (as it was known in those days) to 
Winnipeg was gravelled. 

Brought the depression. The thirties were difficult years. 
Only very necessary public works were done. The 
fanners' income reached an all time low and the schools 
had to be kept open. Seed grain advances were 
necessary in these years. 
Crops were threatened by grasshoppers. Poison was 
supplied to combat this menace. 
The municipality was approved a tuberculosis-free area. 

This was the first year the council attempted to keep the 
roads open for winter traffic. 
Red Cross work, drives for scrap metal, food rationing, 
all conditions and jobs resulting from the war. Due to 
good crops tax arrears were being liquidated and 
spending was curtailed on account of the war. 
During this year a survey was made of the municipality 
to get an estimate of those interested in the extension of 
electricity by the Manitoba Power Commission. Eighty 
percent were in favour of light and power. The power 
was turned on in 1949 in most of the municipality 
making the way of life brighter and easier for everyone. 
Wages in this and following years were very low. Mr. 
Blondin of Dickens P.O. was paid $35 per month as 
police officer. Road work was 50 cents per hour. A man 
with four horses on road building was paid $1.00 per 
hour. A nuisance ground was established for the use of 
Rosser residents only in S 1/2 SW 30-12-1 E. 
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1949 

1950 

1952 

1953 

1956 

1957 

1959 

1961 

1963 

1965 
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An architect was engaged to draft plans for a new 
municipal office, 32 x 36, with basement. The contract 
went to 1. Johnson for $8,870. The old building was 
dismantled and the grounds cleared. During this time 
office hours were held in the home of Mr. and Mrs. W. 
Blair. 

Ducks Unlimited were working to make Grant's Lake a 
bird sanctuary. Grant's Lake later became crown lands. 
The municipality east of the meridian was posted as a 
restricted shooting area because of damage by transient 
hunters and mischief makers. The Stony Mountain road 
was paved and old NO.7 abandoned as a trunk highway. 
The reverse curve at Bergen was straightened out. 
Following the sale of the Rosser United Church to 
Grosse Isle, the municipality purchased the property and 
improved a dangerous corner on the CPR road at the 
east end of the village. 
General TB tests were held throughout the municipality. 
3,449 cattle were tested and of this number only six 
reacted. 
Ducks Unlimited dropped Grant's Lake project and sold 
their culverts, etc., that they had installed to the council 
for $1.00. 
Brooklands approached the council re change of 
boundaries. The small schools were being phased out 
and larger districts formed. The Rosser Municipal 
School District was formed in this year. The counci I 
bought the old boarding house from Mrs. Leslie and had 
it dismantled, thus doing away with one of the oldest 
buildings in the village. It was built as a hotel by Sandy 
Frain and also housed a poolroom, an oil business, the 
telephone exchange and later a store. 
The RM of Rosser won the Cameron Trophy for the 
highest standards of two consecutive miles of road built 
and maintained, E 23 and 24-11-2E. Annual 
beautification competition sponsored by the Manitoba 
Good Roads Association. The RM of Rosser won 
similar awards in the years 1943, 1946, 1952 and 1961. 

Mrs. E.J. Burns died suddenly at her desk in the 
municipal office thus ending 48 years of service to the 
municipality. 
On January I, approximately 3,500 acres of land in the 
eastern section of the municipality, later known as the 
Rosser annex area, were transferred to the City of 
Winnipeg. This area being Section 23, 26, and 35 and 
fractional 24, 25, and 36-11-2E. Population involved 
approximately 552 people. In May the ward boundaries 
were changed to the present boundaries. In September, 
the council requested the provincial government to 
review the possibility of purchasing Grants Lake to 
preserve the area for waterfowl use and for possible 
development of the Sturgeon Creek drainage system. 
Also in this year Mr. Walter Bell sold approximately 
160 acres of land in the SE 29-12-2E to "Two Hundred 
and Twenty-One Enterprises". In 1964 this property was 
transferred to the Bel Acres Golf Club where today we 
have the only golf course in the municipality. 
In Mayall drainage systems of the province were 
classified as I st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th orders and 
the province under that plan took over the 
reconstruction and maintenance of major drains such as 
Sturgeon Creek, Colony Creek, Grassmere Drain and 
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the principal tributaries that qualified as a 3rd order 
drain. Under this plan the municipality is still 
responsible for construction and maintenance of drains 
classified as I st or 2nd order. In this year the province 
disbanded their system of issuing grants to 
municipalities for maintenance of municipal roads. In 
place of this system they took over certain roads in the 
municipality as provincial roads and paid for the 
patrolling and maintenance of same. Provincial roads in 
the municipality of Rosser are 412, 221, 236, 248 and 
334. These roads have remained as such with the 
exception of No. 334. This road was changed in 1970 
and now runs north from meridian and No. 221 six 
miles and then half a mile east to P.T.H. No.6. 

This was the year for tax rebates on money paid in taxes 
for education. The former school properties of Gerrie. 
Little Mountain and West Rosser were transferred to the 
RM of Rosser for the sum of $1.00 each. The farm 
home of Mr. and Mrs. H.J. Friesen of Rosser won the 
prize for the "Best Farm Home Grounds" in the 
competition sponsored by the Manitoba Good Roads 
Association. Following a municipal vote in the fall of 
1966. the ratepayers voted in favour of becoming a part 
of the South Interlake Regional Library. During the year 
1968 a bookmobile was started in conjunction with the 
library. visiting the schools in the municipality every 
two weeks. The Rosser municipality together with the 
rural municipalities of Rockwood. West St. Paul. the 
town of Stonewall and the town of Teulon joined to 
form the "Rockwood. Rosser. West St. Paul Weed 
Control Board". Mr. E.R. James of Grosse Isle 
registered a subdivision in the village of Grosse Isle. 

In the fall of 1966 and 1967 a new assessment of the 
municipality took place. The assessment became 
effective for the collection of taxes for the year 1968. It 
increased the taxable assessment from just over three 
million dollars to almost five million dollars. The 
assessment of the land situated inside the boundaries of 
the Perimeter Highway were the most drastically 
increased. As a result of this increase an unprecedented 
number of appeals at the subsequent Courts of Revision 
were heard. This caused an undue burden for regional 
services to fallon residents of the municipality 
especially in schools, Health Unit and library. All senior 
citizens of the municipality were recognized at a tea 
held in the East Rosser School on November 9. 1967. 
Each pioneer was presented with a replica Red River 
Cart. 

A new municipal garage, heated with propane heating 
system. was added to the assets of the municipality. In 
July of this year discussions and meetings took place 
between Atomic Energy of Canada. Manitoba Hydro, 
Teshmont Consultants and the RM of Rosser regarding 
the Hydro Electric Converting Station complex to be 
built on Section 8-12-1 E. The Municipal Recreation Co
ordinating Body was formed. consisting of one member 
of council as chairman, secretary and one representative 
from each of the active community clubs in the 
municipality. 

The boundaries of the RM of Rosser were slightly 
changed. The northwest quarter of 11-11-2E in the RM 
of Rosser was exchanged for everything between the 
Souris Branch of CPR and the E 1/2 of 15-11-2E and 
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between Geysir A venue and Notre Dame A venue in the 
RM of St. James-Assiniboia. 

This being centennial year the RM of Rosser had several 
celebrations within the municipality. The reeve and 
council entertained all residents of the municipality 70 
years and over and many former residents over 70 at a 
senior citizens dinner held at the Grosse Isle 
Community Centre. Approximately 200 were invited 
and of this number approximately 125 attended. 

Resolved that we purchase a 1958 Cat (used) D7-171A 
Tractor and 10ft hydraulic bulldozer for a price of 
$9,000. Resolved that the municipality obtain a price 
quotation for rat control at the Nuisance Ground. 
Resolved that the Little Mountain School Building and 
site be sold for $5,050. 

Resolved that a D-600 Champion Motor Grader be 
purchased from Huggard Equipment. Resolved that the 
Council of the RM of Rosser go on record as being 
opposed to legalized hunting or shooting on Sundays. 
Resolved that the Reeve E.L. Lawrence and E.R. James 
represent the municipality on the South Interlake 
Library Board. 

The municipality entered into an agreement with Her 
Majesty regarding the control of Predators. The Rock 
Lake and Sturgeon Creek Hutterite Colonies offer 
assistance to the municipality for fire protection. 
Resolved that commencing May I, 1973 that the patrol 
operators be paid at the rate of $2.90/hour - no overtime. 
The RM of Rosser is not desirous of a boundary change 
with the City of Winnipeg in the foreseeable future. 
That the RM of Rosser purchase a Ford I Ton truck 
from Wiley Mercury - $4,270.35. 

That a D-600 Champion Motor Grader be purchased for 
a price of $32,497.50 plus trade in. That a request be 
made to the City of Winnipeg and the Province of 
Manitoba to have controlled traffic lights installed at 
Metro 90 and Provincial Road No. 221. That the 
Secretary make the necessary arrangements to have a 
phone installed in the municipal garage. 

The Province of Manitoba announced a program to 
provide financial support to rural municipalities for 
ambulance services. RM of Rosser to support Stonewall 
Ambulance 100% passed in March 1977. 

That actual fire fighting costs incurred as a result of 
fighting fire for the residents of the RM of Rosser be the 
responsibility of the municipality. That the RM of 
Rosser concur with the recommendation by the Lilyfield 
Cemetery Committee that the two outside rows of plots 
on the west side of the Cemetery be not sold until such 
time as the interior area is all utilized. And further that 
plots be sold only to residents or former residents of the 
RM of Rosser. 

Resolved that permission is hereby granted to the City 
of Winnipeg for the spreading of sludge. 

Resolved that the RM of Rosser enter into an agreement 
with the RM of Rockwood and the Town of Stonewall 
for the purchase of the old Post Office Building in 
Stonewall to be used for a building for the operation of 
the South Interlake Library. Resolved that the RM of 
Rosser make application to join the South Interlake 
Planning District. 
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Resolved that a "950 Cat" loader be purchased from 
Powell Equipment. Resolved that the RM of Rosser 
hereby approves the proposal for the establishment of a 
Health and Social Services District with the RM of 
Woodlands, RM of Rockwood and the Town of 
Stonewall. 
Resolved that a community well be installed on the 
Meadows Community Club property. 
That a needs survey be carried out re: a proposed Senior 
Citizens Home for the RM of Rosser. Resolved that the 
RM of Rosser form a volunteer fire department. 
Resolved that tenders be called for the erection of a 
Public Works and Fire Hall Building-Tender of Sellen 
Bros. for $148,950 accepted; building to be completed 
no later than March 31, 1984. Resolved that Carl 
Simonson be appointed Fire Chief for the RM of 
Rosser. 
Official opening of the Public Works/Fire Hall Building 
on April 7, 1984 at 2:00 p.m. Maksymyk Homes tender 
to be accepted to erect a pole type building 50 x 104 feet 
on the Municipal Garage site. 
Resolved that the RM of Rosser join with the Town of 
Stonewall, RM of Rockwood and the RM of Woodlands 
to provide services of a Handi-Van. Resolved that the 
municipality lease to purchase a Cruz-Air 45B DrOll 
from Case Power & Equipment. 
Resolved that the Council of the RM of Rosser are 
opposed to increased funding for Private Schools. 
Resolved that iron rails be installed on Farmer Road in 
front of Little Mountain Park entrance, SW 34-1 1-2E. 
Resolved that an arrangement of flowers be sent to the 
Manitoba Pool Elevators in conjunction with the official 
opening of the new Rosser elevator on July 20, 1987. 
Resolved that a letter be forwarded to the Department of 
Highways requesting that a turning lane be installed on 
PTH No.6 where No 6 meets PR 236. 
Purchase of Mitsibishi Grader. Sears to build a new 
counter in Municipal Office. Road Network Plan to 
become part of Development Plan. 
Purchase of a cellular phone. All 100 year farms be 
recognized by the municipality. Intersection at Bel 
Acres and Sturgeon Road be rebuilt to take out some of 
the curve-stop signs to be installed. Purchase of a new 
grader from Powell Equipment. 
Security system installed in the RM of Rosser Public 
Works buildings and Fire Hall. Winner of the logo 
contest - Cheryl McClure; pins ordered - 1000. The RM 
of Rosser office - declared "smoke free". Rosser 
Centennial History Book Committee established. 
Request to Highways Department to have Sturgeon 
Road declared as "Grant-in aid Street Systems 
Program". Supported Interlake Health Advisory Board 
to change legal drinking age to 21 years. That a locked 
gate be installed at the Nuisance Ground. Bill Fetterman 
to be custodian. Letterheads with new logo to be 
ordered. 3% increase in salary across the board for 
municipal employees. 
A fax machine Mita 121 be purchased. Trade in Ford 
3/4 ton on a Ford 4 wheel drive 1/2 ton. New copy 
machine to be purchased. Case Aviation to be hired for 
grasshopper control. Computer purchased for the use of 
the Book Committee in compiling the Centennial 
History Book. RM of Rosser votes against a "Users 
Fee" for South Interlake Library. 
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1992 Resolved that the RM of Rosser commit $30,000 for the 
purchase of property to be used for a new library project 
to be shared by the RM of Rockwood, RM of Rosser 
and the Town of Stonewall. Resolved that a letter be 
forwarded to the City of Winnipeg expressing concern 
regarding the paper and plastics that are blowing across 
the RM of Rosser from the Summit Road Landfill site. 
Resolved that Councillor Oat way is hereby appointed as 
Chairman of a committee to plan for the RM of Rosser 
Centennial Celebrations to be held in 1993. Resolved 
that Tom Duly be hired to do further rehabilitation of 
the gravel pits. Resolved that William Jewell be hired as 
Waste Disposal Site Supervisor with duties to 
commence July 8, 1992. Resolved that the Council of 
the RM of Rosser concur with the Citizens Group for 
BFI to invite representations from BFI to attend 
meetings to obtain further information from BFI 
regarding the locating of a landfill site. 

1993 Happy 100th Birthday to the Rural Municipality of 
Rosser. 

EXCERPTS 
BY-LAWS OF THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF 

ROSSER 
1893 - 1990 

1893 To authorize owners to allow horses, mules and cattle to 
run at large between the first day of April and the 15th 
day of November. This by-law does not apply to bulls 
over six months or stallions over 12 months. 

1895 To provide that all roads should be built in the following 
manner: The centre of the grade to be in the centre of 
the road allowance with a berm of not less than 10 feet 
on each side and the top of the grade to be not less than 
10 feet. 
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1918 
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Provincial statutes provide that every person travelling 
upon a highway with a sleigh drawn by a horse or mule 
shall have at least two bells attached to the harness or 
such conveyance. 
To regulate the use of motor cars, auto cars and other 
vehicles not drawn by horses. No person shall drive or 
guide any motor car, auto car or any vehicle not drawn 
by horses on roads of the municipality of Rosser at an 
immoderate rate of speed of more than 10 miles per 
hour or more than four miles per hour when near 
vehicles drawn by a horse. 
Regulating the issuing of Licences - for hawkers or 
peddlers on foot $5.00. for hawkers with single horse 
conveyance $10.00 per annum, and for hawkers with 
double team conveyance $15.00 per annum. 

For the regulation of Public Order and Morality. Any 
person found guilty of placing indecent pictures on 
fences, using obscene language, drunkenness, 
supporting a house of ill-fame or any indecent 
behaviour shall be subject to a fine not exceeding $500. 
To authorize the purchase of a gravel pit in the SW 30-
12-1 E for the price of $1 ,500. 

To prevent noise and conduct in the R.M. of Rosser. No 
person shall ring any bell (except church or school bell), 
blow any horn, shout or make any noise liable to disturb 
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or annoy the inhabitants of the municipality or be drunk 
or be guilty of profane language or other immorality. 
To regulate the running at large of animals. 

To increasing peddlers and hawkers licence fees to 
$10.00. 
To altering boundaries for Meadows and West Rosser 
School Division. 
To provide Seed Grain for the year 1936. 
Bringing all roads in the municipality under Class B -
under the Highway Traffic Act. 

Consenting to formation of Hutterian Cemetery on NE 
17-11-1 E. 
To approving the contract for electric light in the 
Village of Grosse Isle and Rosser. 
Dissolving Prairie Star School Division and transferring 
lands to other districts. 

To provide that the road allowances be cut in the fall of 
each year. 
To control the type of development within the 
municipality. To provide for making business 
assessments and levying of business tax. To provide for 
compulsory treatment of cattle by caltl100d vaccination 
against Bangs Disease. 
Zoning By-law No. 1169 passed. 

Consolidating street lighting under one by-law. 
For the purpose of purchasing land for use as a gravel 
supply LS 8, 25-12-1 W for $10,000. 
Provide a Replacement Reserve Account. 
Provide a Pension Plan for the Secretary-Treasurer. 
Provide for the purchase by the municipality of three 
school properties: Gerrie, Little Mountain and West 
Rosser. 

Lottery Licenses to be purchased from the municipality 
for all raffles, draws, etc. Rosser joined the Interlake 
Development Corporation, later voted to opt out. 
Rosser and St. Francois Xavier signed an agreement for 
the maintenance of Second Creek, Fourth Creek and 
Halliday Road Diversion Drains. Preventing the 
removal of sods and top-soil from Municipal lands. 
Little Mountain School property sold to Donald Mokrey 
of Winnipeg. 
The municipality passed a by-law respecting the 
locating of mobile homes in the municipality. This by
law had been amended on several occasions. 
A Dedication Reserve Fund was established to set aside 
a fund in respect of subdivisions. 
A by-law to authorize the participation of the 
municipality in the Municipal Employees Benefits Plan 
later participation in the Disability part of the plan as 
well. 
A by-law prohibiting the possession and discharge of 
firearnls - later amended to include bow and arrow. 

To authorize an agreement with the RM of Rockwood, 
RM of Rosser and the Town of Stonewall for the 
establishment of a Regional Library. To authorize the 
purchase of a parcel of land in the RM of Woodlands, Pt 
13-14-3W for a gravel supply. 



1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1988 

1989 

1990 

To transfer the administration of the building by-laws 
and the RM of Rosser by-law No. 1169 to the South 
Interlake Planning District. 
To allow the Development of Subdivision in Meadows 
19-12-1 W (Gary Simonson). 
A by-law respecting subdivisions of part of SE 27-1 1-
2E (Roche). 
For restraining and regulating the running-at-Iarge of 
dogs and providing for the impounding and destroying 
of dogs. To establish a Volunteer Fire Protection Force. 
Authorizing council to enter into an agreement with 
Case Power and Equipment for the purchase of a 950 
Cat Loader. 
To authorize the purchase of part of LS 7 in Section 25-
12-1 W from Robert Clarke for gravel suppl y. 
Authorizing the disposition of Plan 1245 lots in NW 14-
11-2E to Proxy Holdings Ltd. This sale represented the 
sale of the last of the lots taken in by the municipality 
through tax sale in the 1950's. 

To authorize acquisition of land in the RM of 
Rockwood, for the Grosse Isle Community Well, to be 
cost shared by the RM of Rockwood, RM of 
Woodlands, RM of Rosser. Water Services Board and 
PFRA. 
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TAU-IUD TORAn EETH JACOB YESHl\6:' PROGRA.~ Il' AFFILIATION .nnl 
JOSEPH h'O!..l!\$I:'l' COLLEGIATE 

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
427 Matheson Avenue' Winnipeg. Can.:!da R2WOEI Telephone (204) 582·2346 

Talrouj Torah - :Seth Jacob Yeshiva ! ror,ra:TIme 
in affiliation with 
Joseph \':olinsky Collegiate 

His \','orship. ::l.eeve A. 3eachell 
Rural I>:unicipali ty of Rosser, 
nOsse::- 1·!ani toba. 
ROH lEO 

Dear r':r. Beachell, 

91 Linerest Rd. 
'Ilinnipee. /o';anitoba 
R2V 2s9 
July 18, I984 

On behalf of myself and the '::innipec; =::mv (Sabbat.h Eouniary) 

Co:n.''Ili ttee I I would like to thank 2lU ve~y r.:uch for your help v:i th 

:-egard to the Saohath Boundary Froclar.:a"tion. 

~~any Jews are benefitting fro;: t:r-te S2.i:J. proclamation a:1d are 

no ..... a~le to carryon the Saboat!'",. 1~ i~ especially beneficial in 

that we are able to wheel our yOU:1.g: chilj!"€!,,. in strollers. to 

synagoE;Ue on the Sabbatr,. 

/-'.ay God grant you long yea!"s c:- !H:!al th an·j happiness. 

You:-s truly. 

""",,,.~ 

qabbi :~. Sokol 

HERD LAW 

An early bylaw, passed in 1893, allowed horses. mules and 
cattle to run at large between April I, and November 15 of each 
year. Bulls over 6 months or stallions over 12 months were 
excluded from this freedom, presumably for the safety of the 
municipality's two-legged residents. 

In 1914, another bylaw was passed to restrict the running at 
large of any horses, mules, bulls, cows, goats, sheep or swine in 
that portion of Ward I of the rural municipality comprising all of 
Township 12 I Wand fractions of Township II I W. A further 
bylaw was passed in 1918 to include all land in Townships 12 IE 
and II I E within the Rural Municipality of Rosser. 

As the population of the municipality increased and the area 
developed, control of livestock became increasingly important. 
Under the Herd ByLaw, any person could claim a fee for 
bringing animals to the pound. Fees were: $5 each for stallions or 
bulls: $1 each for horses, mules, cattle, goats and swine, and 50 
cents each for calves and sheep. (No mention is made of fees for 
collecting dogs or cats.) The poundkeeper. under the bylaw, was 
allowed to charge daily fees for keeping them. Owners of these 
recalcitrant animals were expected to pay 25 cents per day for 
each cow, sheep or pig and 50 cents per day for all other animals 
named in the bylaw. 

These bylaws were updated from time to time: the last one 
being passed in 1987. Fees have increased somewhat to S I 0.00 
per head. Animals now controlled through the Herd Laws 
include: horses, cattle, sheep and hogs. 

The municipality's official Dog Catcher acts on complaints 
from citizens. Dogs running at large will be picked up and 
delivered to the Winnipeg Humane Society. 

Ostrich farms in this municipality do not come under 
regulation of the herd by-law. It is unlikely, however, that they 
will be allowed to run at large due to their value. 

PHONES: STONEWALL 467·5711 
WINNIPEG 633·2089 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS in accordance wi th the JC\o'ish religion the la .... s of the 
Sabbath include the c~ndment; "let no man qo out 
of his place on the Seventh ~y" (Exodus 17-29), and 
a miln' s place is defined by 

1) specifyinq certain natural or ~rt1ficial boundaries 
2) by mutual agreement 1ettinq the use of the 

cCXTtr.lon domain: 

AND WHEREASrepresentatives of the Je .... ish Community have made 
representation for the freedom of the Rural Municipa1i ty 
of Rosser to the Je .... ish Community, in order to make 
possible the definition of the Sabbath boundary; 

AND WHEREAS it is desirable to Qrant this request for declaration; 

NOW THEREFORE. I. Alan Beachell, Reeve of The Rural Municipality 
of Rosser, in the Province of Manitoba, do hereby Qrant 
and let the freedom of the Rural Municipality of Rosser 
to the duly authorized Rabbis, on behalf oC the JC"oo's 
of The Rural Hunicipality of Ro~::;er, for a period of 
Twenty years from this date, in order to define the 
Sabbath Boundary in accordance .... ith the Je .... ish Religion. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have affixed hereto my signature and seal 
this 11th cay of July, 1984. 

GOD SAVE THE QUEEr. Alan Beachell, Reeve 
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ASSOCIATION OF RURAL MUNICIPALITIES
WINNIPEG REGION 

RM of East St. Paul 
RM of MacDonald 
RM of Ritchot 
RM of St. Andrews 
RM of St. Francois Xavier 

RM of Springfield 
RM of St. Clements 
RM of Tache 
RM of West St. Paul 
RM of Rosser 

The very first organizational meeting of the nine 
municipalities that surrounded the City of Winnipeg was held on 
August I I, 1965 in Room I 18 of the Norquay Building. There 
were 14 members in attendance and Evered Lawrence from the 
RM of Rosser was the chairperson. 

The very first resolution was moved by Don Deans of the RM 
of East St. Paul and seconded by Steve Roscoe of the RM of 
Springfield. The resolution stated: "That nine area municipalities 
herewith formally organi:e into the Additional Zone Municipal 
Association ... 

The second resolution was moved by John Kupchak of East 
St. Paul and seconded by John Zelyck of St. Andrews and stated: 
"That Metro be added to name of the organization i.e. Metro 
Additional Zone Municipal Association." 

After dealing with matters on their constitution, association 
members appointed a Secretary-Treasurer. Don Putusnick from 
West St. Paul served as the first Secretary-Treasurer. Other 
Secretary-Treasurers over the years were: Mel Didyk, West St 
Paul; Maynard Olson, East St. Paul; Linda Van De Walle, 
Rosser; Jack Douglas, West St. Paul; Mel Didyk, West St. Paul is 
presently Secretary-Treasurer. 

Controls imposed on the nine municipalities by the 
Metropolitan Corporation of Greater Winnipeg under the City of 
Winnipeg Act provided the "glue" that brought them together. 
After successful negotiations they were released from that 
control and the tax levy that was imposed against them. For 
instance, the RM of Rosser was the first municipality to force 
termination of city control. The Metropolitan Corporation of 
Greater Winnipeg (Additional Zone) controlled development in a 
portion of Rosser. This included an area from the city boundaries 
to the northern boundary of the municipality, west to the 
Meridian. roughly two-thirds of the RM. 

The Cabinet of the provincial government had to approve any 
municipality's succession from the Additional Zone. The Cabinet 
was always reluctant to do so. When Winnipeg City Council 
passed a resolution giving approval for development of a Theme 
Park and shopping complex in Rosser Municipality, ·over the 
objection of the Rosser Council and Rosser citizens. pressure was 
applied by the municipal council until the cabinet approved 
succession. This was the beginning of the dissolution of the 
Additional Zone. 

The Association proved to be helpful to many municipalities 
as a way to exchange views and discuss policies adopted in their 
own area as well as common concerns to all of the members. 

One of the most significant accomplishments was to have 
members from the rural municipalities appointed by the 
provincial government to the Committee on Environment of the 
City of Winnipeg. On September 14, 1972 Order No. 899/72 was 
passed appointing Evered Lawrence from the RM of Rosser. 
Gordon Scott from the RM of East St. Paul and Lloyd Magarell 
from the RM of MacDonald to serve. As long as municipalities 
remained a part of the Additional Zone of the City of Winnipeg. 
the government appointed a member from the affected 
municipality to sit on the Committee on Environment of the City 
of Winnipeg. 

78 

When "Metro" was removed from the Association's official 
title on October 28, 197 I. the Association became The Winnipeg 
Additional Zone Municipal Association. On February 6. 1986, 
the Winnipeg Additional Zone Municipal Association became 
The Association of Rural Municipalities - Winnipeg Region. This 
was done in response to the Government of Manitoba's 
announcement that the Additional Zone would be replaced by a 
Winnipeg Region and a committee struck comprised of 
government officials and elected members of council from each 
of the affected municipalities. The Association of Rural 
Municipalities - Winnipeg Region is still active. dealing with 
issues of mutual concern common to the area adjacent to the City 
of Winnipeg. The Municipality of St. Francois Xavier became a 
member in 199 I. making a membership of 10 Rural 
Municipalities. 

ROCKWOOD-ROSSER WEED DISTRICT 

The weed district held its first organizational meeting on the 
29th day of April, 1966. at the Rockwood Council Chamber. The 
district was a joint venture between the Rural Municipalities of 
Rockwood, Rosser and West St. Paul. the Town of Stonewall, 
and the Village of Teulon. The RM of West St. Paul left the weed 
district in November of 197 I. 

The weed district was formed to provide weed control on 
municipal and provincial properties with the emphasis on leafy 
spurge, sow thistle and Canada thistle. This has changed over the 
years with scentless chamomile, tansy and milkweed added to the 
list. The other important area for the district was the enforcement 
of the Noxious Weed Act on delinquent property owners. This 
was particularly important with the increase of land speculators 
in the RM of Rosser. 

The weed district meeting was attended by two councillors 
from each RM, one from the Town of Stonewall and one from 
the Village of Teulon. Harold Ross and Don Webster represented 
the provincial government. Henry Johnson and John Whitehead 
were the representatives of the RM of Rosser with John 
Whitehead being selected as the first chairman. 

Over the years the following councillors have also been on the 
board: Andy Hagborg, Jack Oatway. George Turbett. Gunnar 
Norberg, Gerald Minaker and John Stewart. Present members are 
Carl Havixbeck and Bob White. An annual budget of $7.300 was 
approved at the initial meeting in 1966 with Rosser's share being 
$1,600. The budget has risen over the last 25 years with the 1992 
budget being $76,575 and Rosser's share rising to $ I 0,593. 

The weed district has employed three weed supervisors since 
its inception. Lloyd Taplin was the first, being employed from 
June, 1966 until November, 1976. Randy Dziadek was the next 
supervisor from January, 1977 to October. 1977. George Willis 
was hired in January, 1978, and as of December 1992 continues 
to serve in this capacity. 

SOUTH INTERLAKE REGIONAL LIBRARY 
BOARD 

The South Interlake Regional Library was opened on Friday, 
November 17, 1967. The address was 343 Main Street. next to 
the new Stonewall Home Furnishings. Congratulations were 
extended to all concerned on the implementation of this library 
despite many delays and also for the sheer determination of all in 
carrying the plans to fruition. 

Robert Pearson was the first Chairman and representatives of 
the Regional Library were: Donna Webb, Stonewall; Victor 
Sinclair. Rockwood; Evered Lawrence, Rosser; and D. Edwards 



Firsl Bookmobilc - Soulil llll('l"lakc Rcgiollal Library - olllsidc library at 343 
Maill Slreel. SlOlIcl\'all 

of Stony Mountain; and Ren James of Grosse Isle citizen 
member. 

This library was to serve the municipalities of Rosser and 
Rockwood and the Town of Stonewall. It was funded by these 
three bodies as well as the Province of Manitoba. The Town of 
Teulon joined the system in October, 1980. Their library was 
housed at Teulon Collegiate until it moved to its present location 
on Main Street in Teulon in 1990. 

Bookmo/Jile used lodar 

Georgina Jensen was the first Head Librarian, she trained in 
the Winnipeg Public Library System. Other Head Librarians over 
the years have been: Laurel King, Dorothy Fleury, Marielle 
Romanchuk, and present Librarian, Heather Kowalchuk. Too 
numerous to mention are the many Councillors and Citizen 
Members who have sat on the Board over the years. 

The Library, with a circulation of 3,000 books in 1967 now 
has 35,137 books. The Stonewall location moved to the old Post 
Office Building on Main Street in April, 1979. Presently, the 
space has again become insufficient for the size of membership 
and a number of books and plans are in the works for a new or 
renovated building. 
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WINNIPEG INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT AND 
THE RM OF ROSSER 

The following is a list of all of the land, located in the Rural 
Municipality of Rosser, which is held for airport use. Purchased 
in 1955. from Royston Turbett, parts of SW 22-11-2E, SE 22-11-
2E, and SE 21-11-2E; from Laurence T. Ainley (Exec), NE 15-
11-2E; and, from Gordon W. Tocher et al. a fraction of S 1/2 15-
11-2E. In 1963 part of SE 22-11-2E was purchased from J.G. 
Jope and L. Ritchie. In 1967 Lots 1/4, Plan 9553 were purchased 
from Alpha Manufacturing, Commonwealth Construction and E. 
Fardoe. 

In the early 1970's the Winnipeg International Airport was 
experiencing two major problems: (I) Congestion within the Air 
Terminal Complex related to aircraft, vehicle, cargo and 
passenger traffic. (2) The aircraft generated noise being imposed 
upon those areas of the City of Winnipeg lying to the south, 
southeast, southwest and to some extent, northeast of the airport. 

In 1974 Transport Canada set up a team to study the airport 
and its future in the present location or possibly recommend a 
new location within a 50-mile radius of the City of Winnipeg. 
This study was to be called the Winnipeg Area Airports System 
Study (W AASS). The study also encompassed other airports in 
the area with a focus on St. Andrews, hence the name "system 
study". 

A small portion of Transport Canada's 4,300 acres of land for 
the Winnipeg International Airport was located in the 
Municipality of Rosser and involved the northern section of the 
airport north and south of the extension of Logan Avenue. John 
Stewart, Councillor for Ward Four, RM of Rosser, was asked to 
become a member of the group set up to assist the study team. 
This was important from the Municipality's point of view 
considering the land it administered within the airport and 
directly adjacent to the airport to the north and northwest. If the 
study were to recommend that the airport remain in its present 
location and possibly extend Runways 36 and 31 to the north and 
northwest, the Municipality would be very involved. There was 
also the possibility the study could recommend a new airport site 
within Rosser Municipality. 

A Study Advisory Group made up of a wide cross section of 
individuals from government, city, municipalities, business and 
the general public was formed. The input from the group was 
considered to be invaluable. The study group addressed hundreds 
of factors that are affected by any airport. These included land 
use, capacity, noise, runway configuration, future expansion, the 
environment, road networks, zoning, people, jobs, etc., and 
concluded in 1980 with a look at four new airport sites. However, 
it recommended that the airport remain and expand facilities on 
the existing site. Expansion of facilities included runway 
extensions to the north and northwest, air terminal expansion and 
a land use plan for future development on the airport. The noise 
question had been addressed, at least in part, by new quieter 
aircraft engines. 

When the WAASS study team was disbanded, a second 
committee was struck to act as a consultative group for the 
Airport General Manager. This committee was known as the 
Airport Public Consultation Committee (APCC). John Stewart 
again represented the RM of Rosser. The committee had a similar 
composition as the earlier W AASS Advisory Group. It provided 
the Airport General Manager with a consultative public forum in 
relation to expansion of airport facilities as well as airport 
operational aspects with regard to noise, road networks, future 
airport development, etc. 
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The APCC continued to function during the 1980's as the 
airport expanded the air terminal and associated complex plus 
other developmental activities. During this period the airport 
worked very closely with the RM of Rosser in direct relation to 
land use to the north and northwest of the airport. There was a 
need to ensure compatible airport land use and. for the RM. its 
future land use. The airport and the Municipality were able to 
achieve their land use goals and a lot of the credit was due to 
John Stewart's work on the committee and the Rosser Municipal 
Council. John served on the Airport Public Consultation 
Committee until 1992 when he retired. 

WINNIPEG REGION COMMITTEE 

The Winnipeg Region Committee was set up in 1989 by the 
provincial government to bring together jurisdictions in close 
proximity to the City of Winnipeg. The main objective of the 
committee is to help create a good working relationship between 
the City of Winnipeg which represents two-thirds of the 
population of Manitoba - and smaller jurisdictions in close 
proximity to the city. Reeves and Mayors from Municipalities 
and Towns sit as representatives on this committee. The group 
meets about four times a year to discuss concerns and potential 
problems areas. 

Rural Municipalities involved are: East St. Paul. West St. 
Paul. Cartier. MacDonald, Richot. Rockwood, Rosser. St. 
Andrews, St. Clements. St. Francois Xavier. Springfield. and 
Tache. The Towns of Selkirk and Stonewall are represented as 
well as the City of Winnipeg. The RM of Headingley became a 
member in 1992. 

The name of the Winnipeg Region Committee was changed in 
1992 to The Capital Region Committee. The Honourable J. 
Ernst. Minister of Urban Affairs is chairman of the Committee 
with The Honourable Glen Cummings, Minister of the 
Environment as co-chair. 

A meeting is planned for February, 1993 for a thorough 
discussion of the proposed Capital Region policies. 

STONEWALL AND DISTRICT HEALTH CARE 
CENTRE 

Concern for the health needs of the cItIzens of the 
Municipality of Rosser has indeed been a consideration over the 
years. A report in the Stonewall Argus. April, 1942 records: 

"Rosser Rcc1'c Pcrcy Bcachcll: COlin cilloI' Arthllr Gatway 
and Roy Anderson prcscntcd a pctition signcd hy a numhcr oj' 
Rosscr ratcpaycrs to hm'c a ccrtain scction of'thc Municipality 
incllldcd in thc Rockwood-Stoncwall Municipal Doctor arca. Dr. 
F.W. Jackson, Dcpllty Ministcr of' Hcalth, Dr. W.F. E1'clyn and 
thc Rockwood-Stoncwall committcc WC!'C in attcndancc. Thc 
pctition, a/tcr carc/it! considcration was turn cd down. 

"Mr. Whitchcad, COllncillorj()r RossC!', throllgh thc Interlakc 
DC1'clopmcnt Corporation prcscntcd a proposal sllggcsting that 
a Hcalth Tcam hc cstahlishcd in Stoncwall, to hc sponsorcd hy 
thc hospital. Hc was inj(iI'/lIcd it was not possihlc at that timc." 

In the early part of 1964, Dr. W.F. Evelyn's sudden death 
shocked the community and, as a tribute to him, the "Rockwood
Stonewall Medical Nursing Unit 26B" became "The Dr. W,F. 
Evelyn Memorial Hospital." 

This was the situation when the RM of Rosser became 
seriously involved in planning for a care home in the early 
1970's, Planning was done in cooperation with the RM of 
Woodlands, RM of Rockwood and the Town of Stonewall. A 
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number of planning meetings took place with representatives 
from the four communities. Under the chairmanship of Don 
Cassels, a board for the personal care home was formed. 
Looking after the interests of Rosser were Dennis Mulligan and 
Jack Oatway. 

In October. 1973 the boards of both hospital and care home 
amalgamated. G len Durant was elected chairperson of a new 
"Stonewall and District Health Centre Board" with the followinu 
members: Don Cassels. Don Appleyard, Eldon Last, Gus Straub, 
Jack Oatway, Jack Donetz, Bill Taylor, John Harcus, Mary Latta: 
and Muriel Polloch. Isabelle Rourke was Administrator and M.E. 
Buch, secretary. No legislation existed in 1973 to cover a single 
board which directed both a hospital and care home. Legislation 
was supposed to come into effect in early 1974: however. the Dr. 
Evelyn Memorial Hospital District 26B was not officiallv 
dissolved until 1981 under Order in Council 124/81 at whicll 
time the Stonewall and District Health Centre become official. 

In March. 1974 the board was informed by Clare Bell, 
Manitoba Health Service Commission (MHSC), that the only 
way a personal care home would be approved would be if it were 
connected to the hospital to cut costs. Tenders were opened on 
March IS. 1974: Murray Malkin was the architect for the 
Rosewood Lodge project. The extra costs not covered by MHSC 
- in regard to the hospital link and associated renovations -
totalled $19.000. These costs were divided with Rosser's share 
being $4,200. 

A grant from the provincial government of 53,285 empowered 
the Health District to purchase its first ambulance in 1975. The 
vehicle was a Mercury E250 van. Cost of the vehicle, $6.056. 
plus outfitting costs for ambulance gear of $4.900 brought the 
total to $10,956. That same year administration salary was 
$18,500 annually and Nurse's Aides were paid $5.15 to $5.45 per 
hour. 

Composition of the board was changed by motion in October. 
1975. At that time there were to be one elected and one appointed 
citizen representatives from each of Woodlands, Rosser and the 
Town of Stonewall; two citizens representing Rockwood, one 
being from Stony Mountain; and one member of the Health Unit 
Advisory Board. Jean Laing was appointed as Rosser's citizen 
representative: Jack Oat way - Councillor. Ward Three 
continued as Rosser's elected representative. 

In 1976 the Stonewall and District Health Centre was first 
awarded hospital accreditation. It has continued to win 
accreditation up to the present time, 

Results of a meeting regarding the feasibility of "Enriched 
Housing" held in October, 1977 indicated that a survey of the 
district should be done. In February, 1979 a committee (Jack 
Oatway, Harold Jones and Chairman William Yule) was formed 
to initiate plans for an Enriched Housing unit (EEPH) which 
would be connected to the personal care home, Architect E.J, 
Gaboury & Associates were chosen and on January 18, 1981 a 
sod turning ceremony was held. Fonger Construction Co built a 
30-suite complex which was completed in 1982. The official 
opening of Stonewood Place was celebrated on October 8. 1982, 

Planning to improve the health delivery system has been an 
on-going process, Committees monitor "quality assurance", "risk 
management". disaster control exercises. They promote and 
manage ambulance and handivan services. Meals on Wheels, 
Congregate Meals and Adult Daycare. In 1986 a second 
ambulance was purchased at a cost of $45,585. Ambulance trip 
costs, in 1981, were increased to $30 basic plus 70 cents per 
loaded kilometre. 

A meeting in June, 1985 with MHSC initiated plans for a new 
hospital and additional personal care beds. It was determined that 



the new hospital should be built on a new site which would allow 
for future expansion rather than reconstructing at the present 
location. The old golf course site in Stonewall was selected and 
the RM of Rosser became an equal share owner with StonewalL 
Woodlands and Rockwood. Present plans call for a new hospital 
which will house a medical clinic and community services. The 
present hospital is to be demolished and Rosewood Lodge will be 
expanded. These improvements were expected to be in place 
sometime in 1993. 

John Stewart - Councillor, Ward Four - replaced Jack Oatway 
on the board in 1987. Mr Oatway, who had been on the board 
from its inception had also served as chairman from 1981 to 
1987. Tamsen Oatway replaced Jean Laing who had served as 
citizen representative since 1975. In 1989 Reeve Alan Beachell 
replaced John Stewart as Rosser's elected representative to the 
board. He was elected Vice-Chairman in 1992. Tamsen Oat way 
relinquished the citizen representative spot to Chery Ie McClure 
in 1989. 

Due to Rosser's proximity to Winnipeg, assessment is higher 
and use of the health care facilities per capita to other members 
of the District is lower. Because of this Rosser has kept a limit on 
its responsibility for unrecoverable deficit of the Health District. 
Recent changes brought municipal assessment of property values 
to 100%. Rosser has received approval of the members of the 
Health District to reflect that percent of unrecoverable deficit so 
that its responsibility remains relatively the same as before the 
assessment changed. 

A fund raising committee was put in place by the board in 
January, 1990. Jack Oatway chairs this committee which is made 
up of volunteers from staff, board members (past and present), 
and citizens from various communities. Marguerite Minaker, 
Tamsen Oat way and John Stewart represent Rosser with the 
cooperation of many others. Representatives from fraternal 
organizations, service clubs, etc, are actively involved. A fantasy 
casino and auction with a Western Theme were held in 1991 and, 
because it was so successful, again in 1992. Plans for the fantasy 
casino and auction in 1993 have a Construction Theme which is 
expected to be under way. 

Mrs. Rourke, a major contributor to on-going improvement in 
health care in the community, resigned as Hospital Administrator 
in 1992 ending a career that began before the RM of Rosser was 
included on the board. Keven Beresford took over 
responsibilities as new Administrator and his enthusiasm is a 
positive encouragement to everyone connected with the 
Stonewall and District Health Centre. 

Concern for the health needs of its citizens cOIitinues to be an 
important consideration for the RM of Rosser. Municipal 
representatives, through their involvement, continue to work to 
ensure that the best possible facilities are available within easy 
access. 

SOUTH INTERLAKE PLANNING DISTRICT 

The Planning Act, proclaimed on January I, 1976, by 
Provincial Legislation, allows municipalities and towns to form a 
planning district composed of councillors of member 
municipalities and/or towns. The purpose of the planning district 
is to co-ordinate and establish planning policies and form land 
use policies. 

The South Interlake Planning District (SIPD) was established 
on January 10, 1979 and encompassed the Rural Municipality of 
Rockwood, Town of Stonewall, and Village of Teulon. In 
November 1980, the Municipality of Rosser became the fourth 
council to join SIPD. The decision allowed the RM of Rosser to 

gain autonomous control of 66,000 acres of land known as the 
Additional Zone which had been previously under the 
jurisdiction of the City of Winnipeg. 

In order to join, the municipality held public meetings and 
then submitted an application to join SIPD. Approval of the three 
original members mentioned above was given, then an 
application went to the office of Doug Gourlay, the Minister of 
Municipal Affairs at that time. After his review it went to the 
Municipal Board of Manitoba for a hearing on October 23, 1979, 
where all interested parties had an opportunity to speak. After the 
hearing and a recommendation for approval was granted it went 
back to the Minister of Municipal Affairs. An Order-in-Council 
was established effective only after publication in the Manitoba 
Gazette. Public Notice of an Order-in-Council establishing a 
planning district is also published in one issue of the local 
newspaper and copies are sent to the affected municipalities. 

The number of members on the board of a planning district is 
determined by the Lieutenant-Governor in CounciL on the 
recommendation of the Minister. The South Interlake Planning 
District consists of two representatives from each of the fOL~' 
councils, each currently serving for one year. The first meeting 
after the RM of Rosser became a member of the South Interlake 
Planning District. was held November 27, 1980. The SIPD board 
members at that time were: RM of Rockwood Reeve Donald 
Bond and Councillor William Yule; Town of Stonewall Mayor 
William Taylor and Councillor Alex Krawec; Village of Teulon 
Mayor Mike Maksymyk and Councillor Stewart Cheyne; RM of 
Rosser Reeve Alan Beachell and Councillor John Stewart. 

The Minister of Municipal Affairs recommended that the 
administrative costs of the South Interlake Planning District 
Board be shared as follows: The RM of Rockwood, 50%; Town 
of Stonewall, 25%; Village of Teulon, lOCk and the RM of 
Rosser, 15%. This covers local administration and the 
development plan. 

Local administration consists of building inspection, salaries 
of board employees, office space and allows member 
municipalities to establish a level of service that will meet the 
minimum required by the Planning Act and also be responsive to 
local needs. 

A DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

The major cost in setting up a planning district is that of a land 
use policy. This plan was to be prepared by SIPD within five 
years of its formation and was to include the necessary 
background studies which provide the basis for making informed 
policy decisions. The Plan is concerned with five basic areas: 
agriCUlture, rural residences, settlement areas, transportation and 
resources. 

Each area has its own objectives and policies. 

AGRICUL TURE 
Objective: 

Policies: 

To protect, support and strengthen agricultural 
land use. 
A two title restriction per quarter section. 
Maintain a buffer zone around each community 
to restrict the expansion of livestock oper
ations. 
Allow conservative expansion of existing 
industrial and commercial uses if necessary. 

RURAL RESIDENTIAL 
Objective: To preserve the rural character of the area and 

to locate residential development in areas 
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Policies: 
where agriculture will be least affected. 
Lot sizes to be not less than five acres. 
Development allowed only in designated areas. 

SETTLEMENT AREAS 
Objective: 

Policies: 

To strengthen the existing centres of Argyle, 
Balmoral, Grosse Isle, Gunton, Komarno, 
Rosser, Stonewall, Stony Mountain, and 
Teulon and to provide for their growth in an 
orderly manner. 
Residential, commercial, and industrial 
development within each centre to be regulated 
by subdivision control and zoning bylaws. 
A one mile buffer zone may be established 
around each centre restricting land use. 
The promotion of recreational, educational, 
cultural, health and welfare services and 
facilities in the area. 
To utilize existing vacant lots. 
Residential subdivisions are to be near schools 
and are to provide municipal services, drainage 
and public areas. 

TRANSPORT A TION 
Objective: 

Policies: 

To promote the safety and efficiency of all 
roads. 
The number of road accesses to residential and 
commercial developments along highways to 
be controlled. 
Adequate setbacks from all roads and 
highways to be adopted for all structures. 

RESOURCES 
Objective: 

Policies: 

To protect all mineral, water, wildlife, fisheries 
and historical resources in the area. 
To assist and encourage current conservation 
practices. 
To control subdivision and development 
permits where appropriate. 

The Rural Municipality of Rosser shares many things in 
common with the other members of SIPD. Similarities include: 
schooL health, library, and farming systems. By working with 
SIPD, the Rural Municipality of Rosser is able to retain the 
agricultural nature of the municipality. 
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Men of vision 
Rosser councillors have undoubtedly frustrated a lot of would-be 

developers with their unwillingness to compromise on land use 
restrictions. 

The municipality snuggles right up to the north-west corner of 
the City of Winnipeg. but has so far resisted the siren call of an in
creased tax base through residential and commercial development. 

Instead. council has long set a policy to retain the municipality's 
agricultural integrity. 

Except for a small area designated Highway Commercial at the 
junction of Inkster and Brookside streets. the municipality is 
almost entirely zoned agricultural. and it looks like that's how it's 
going 10 stay. 

Some of the province's best agricultural land is safe from the 
threat of being paved over. unlike other municipalities bordering 
Winnipeg. 

As urban sprawl continues in the future. Rosser councillors may 
be considered as men of vision for protecting a sustainable food 
resnurce base. 

And by protecting their owo rural interests. they're providing 
Winnipeg <ij.ith the legacy of a green belt- something that the city's 
elected officials have neither the vision nor the wherewithal to im
plemem themselves. 

Eating up prime farmland when there is abundant infill space 
within the developed areas of the city is just as bad for the city as it 
is for agriculture. 

In the future, the ability to grow food necessary to feed the 
world's growing population may make the land so valuable that 
subdivisions may be bulldozed so the land can be put back into pro· 
duction. 

NUISANCE GROUND 
LANDFILL SITE 

"SAM 

The RM of Rosser acquired the most southerly 600 feet of the 
most westerly 6000 feet of the SW 30-12- I E in 1919. It was 
bought to give the municipality access to gravel. The land, 
located on an extensive gravel ridge, had been owned by Mr. 
George Phipps who sold it to Edward James in 1904. Mr. James 
and later his son, Renouard, farmed there. They sold it, in 1937, 
to a Mr. Massey who, in turn, sold it in 1948 to F.A. Mulligan. 
Mr. Mulligan, the local gravel hauler, used it as his gravel source 
until 1961. The RM of Rosser bought the rest of the south half 
from Mr. Mulligan at that time. In response to ratepayers' 
demands, a portion of the 80 acres was designated as the 
municipal public nuisance grounds. 
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RM olRosscr recvclahle del'OI- scI III' ill a lrailer 

In 100 years, things have gone full cycle. People used to 
dispose of their own refuse. In years gone by. every farm had its 
own small "dump area" where old cans, broken bottles, and most 
other refuse was discarded. A burning barrel in the yard took care 
of the waste that could be incinerated. In later years, it became 
common practise to take everything to the dump and the 
municipality became responsible for discarding waste of all 
types. Now, new regulations have recently been legislated to 
encourage us to clean up our environment. Today, everyone is 
responsible for finding better ways to take care of refuse. 
Hopefully, the municipality and its ratepayers can work together 
to accomplish this goal. 

Gerald Millakcr. Bill Jewell alld Gllllllar Norherg I'lalllillg Irees Oil cOl'cred IOlld
jill sile 

Today, garbage disposal has become a serious concern to all 
levels of government. The provincial government recently passed 
legislation to restrict burning at municipal garbage disposal sites 
and to regulate other disposal methods. All refuse must now be 
covered regularly and hazardous waste must be treated in special 
ways. The municipal garbage disposal site will now have an 
attendant on duty during the hours it is open to ensure that these 
regulations are met. 

It is ironic that the area the municipality chose for garbage 
disposal was once a well established farm site. There is still an 
excellent stand of oak trees there but the raspberries, fruit trees 
and other amenities have been lost over time. The municipality is 
in the process of rehabilitating the old gravel pits. This will 
restore the area to the more park-like setting which it was many 
years ago. 

Education is the key to heightened environmental awareness 
and Rosser Elementary School has several programs in place to 
deal with this important issue. The 3 R's - recycle, reduce, reuse -
are the focal point of the school's membership in the Society 
Environment and Energy Development Studies. A recycling 
depot, compost bin and student newspaper entitled "Environment 
Press" all operate at the school. These efforts have been noted by 
both CBC Television and The Winnipeg Sun newspaper as 
valuable contributions to raising awareness. 

Mrs. Barkcr alld sOllie Rosser School slildellls. 

A professional waste disposal company. Browning Ferris 
Industries (BFI), is interested in installing a state-of-the-art 
landfill operation in a municipality adjacent to Winnipeg's north 
end. Areas in the Rural Municipalities of Rosser, Rockwood and 
Woodlands could be potential sites. An information open house 
was held by BFI in Stonewall in February, 1992 and, since that 
time, there have been subsequent meetings and open houses in all 
three municipalities." After the Rosser meetings seemed to 
generate a good level of interest, Council felt that it would be 
beneficial to assemble more information on the project. 
Subsequently an advisory committee of ratepayers was appointed 
to assess this proposal. 

At present, BFI's technical consultants have drilled test holes 
in the eastern half of the municipality to determine if there is land 
in the area with the characteristics required, i.e .. a heavy clay 
base. Further meetings and open houses will take place when the 
drilling results are available. Members of the committee and 
some of the council travelled to the Ridge landfill site operated 
by BFI near Chatham, Ontario in January. 1993. They reported 
that the facility was well-operated and lacking the unsightly 
earmarks of the sort that come to mind at the mention of the 
word, landfill. 

It will be interesting to see what decision is finally reached 
regarding waste disposal in the RM of Rosser. The municipality 
is capable of handling garbage for several years. provided the 
government gives approval, but it is essential to plan for the 
future. Hopefully through recycling and good waste 
management, there will be much less garbage to dispose of in the 
future. 
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Rosser municipality has the 
jewel of rural landfill sites. 

And it also has Bill Jewell to 
preside over it. 

The onetime building inspec
tor for the South Interlake Plan
ning District waxes philosophic 
when he speaks of the transfor
mation of the former quarry 
dump from eyesore to scenic. 

Jewell who has recently reach
ed retirement age and was hired 
to manage the Rosser landfill, 
said he believes future genera
tions should inherit something 

better instead of another blight 
on the landscape. 

Last Thursday, Jewell, Public 
works foreman Randy Slitcher, 
Councillors Gerald Minaker and 
Gunnar Norberg, and other 
citizens took part in the initital 
planting of 100 blue spruce trees 
at the landfill site. The trees, 
donated by Canadian Tire, will 
be part of Rosser's centennial 
celebrations. 

The landfill site, one of the 
few in rural Manitoba, includes 
several separated areas in
cluding an indoor recycling 
depot, bulk metal area, and a 

community compost. 
Councillor Norberg said that 

not too long ago the site was 
open day and night and semis 
would come in from the city to 
unload. 

Rosser municipalty has also 
been involved in the beautifica
tion of the adjacent quarries 
over the past two years. Gently 
rolling hills could soon be turn
ed into a popular recreational 
area. 

Jewell said the development 
of the landfill was done through 
consulation with Chris Sands of 
Manitoba Environment. 

BRANDON SUN. 
Tuesday, November 19, 1991 7 

hat happened to this generation? 
Remember when recycling was part of everyday life In the home? 

We are constantly hearing un ,---------------., 
the television or in the media that \ THELMA 
Canada is one of the most wasteful 
countries. We will have to assume FORBES 
the report IS correct and wonder \ __ ..... """11-__ 
what has happened to our present 
generatIOn. . Rural 
. Our grandmothers recycled I Correspondent ' 
every possible thing and our L' __ ----' ____ =====~ 
mothers followed suit very closely. 

When our grandparents home· 
steaded newspapers were a luxury 
and were recycled among all the 
neighborhood for reading material. 
The papers were handled carefully 
and returned to the owner. The 
newsprint was again recycled to 
seal cracks In the upstairs bed· 
rooms. Any leftover paper was 
used to light the early morning fire. 

GOing to the store to buy a klte 
was unheard of. Dads' spa're lime 
was spent assem bling kites from 
recycled newspaper. They flowed 
in the air beautifully with their long 
black and white tails. The bright 
colored fliers that flood our mail 
boxes were not yet invented. 

Ashes from the cookstove and 
the heater in the living room were 
recycled as deodorizers for the "lit· 
tie outhouse." Some ashes were 
used for soap making and in the 
garden provided a useful chemical. 
Byproducts from the barns and 
chicken house were the means of 
fertilizer and improving the soil for 
farming. 

The dogs and cats were given 
first choice to the table scraps: 
theIr scraps were recycled for the 
hogs out in Lbe pig pen. 
. The need for new clothing and 

lmens dId not mean a shopping trip 
to the mall. Flour and sugar came 
in lOO-pound cotton sacks and these 
sacks were recycled many, many 
Umes. Pillow cases, tea towels, 
vests, bloomers and petticoats aU 
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came from a flour or sugar bag. 
The hot summer sun and patience 
helped bleach the embedded Five 
Roses or Robin Hood print. When 
the bleaching method did not co· 
operate, many young ladies attend· 
cd the community dance with 
Robin Hood or Five Roses printed 
on their vest. Of course this bold 
print would never be seen bv anv· 
one. Today the T·shirts are covered 
with slogans and advertisements 

Sheets were not perma·press or 
pastel colors. Sugar bags were 
sa ved and two sewn together would 
do for a double bed: little was left 
for tucking in, but to use a third bag 
would be extravagant. If the 
clothing was still wearable, many 
things would happen to the same 
article such as dying, making over 
or tll.fning. Clothing was ripped 
apart and turned in order to make 
children'S clothing. 

When the clothing had not quite 
met its last stage, there was always 
pieces needed for the quilts. Pieces 
of material would be cut for a mat 
at the door. Hand·knitted clothing 
was always recycled into a smaller 
size sweater or mitts and scarves 
that was needed for the long severe 
winter days. 

There were few tin cans floating 
around in those days, therefore, 
soon after the food was removed 
from the can the family geranium 
would soon be relocated to a new 
home. A few holes in the bottom of 
the can, a little paint and a ribbon 

made.an ongIn8i and colorful plant 
contaIner Left over saucers were 
used to cat('h the dnps under trw 
plant 

Hemember when the apples and 
oranges carne In wooden boxes. 
Many fruit cupboards in the base· 
ment were made by stacking these 
boxes together To add a little extra 
decor to the bedroom, orange 
crates made beautiful vanities. 
These \'(.lnitl<':-' were only available 
as money became more abundant. 
Material was reqlllred for a frilly 
skirt to decorate the boxes along 
With a board nailed across the top. 
An apple box nailed to the sleigh 
With a cosy qUilt Inside the box 
made for warm transportation for 
the youngest member of the fam· 
Ily Butter boxes were a betler 
quality of wood and craftsmanship. 
therefore they acted as the reo 
frigerator. The boxes could be dug 
into the cool ground or lowered 
down the well, thus helping to keep 
eggs, milk and butter cool. 

Any heaVier boards were used 
for home repairs or kindling for the 
stovc. As time progressed the 
boards \I,'ould make a llH.:(' fence 
around the house 

Th" flannelctte diapers made 
excellent pollsll1ng cloths for floors 
and furniture COIng back a little 
further they were ideal to polish 
Grandpa's brogan for Sunday 
Church. 

Our ancestorS did not have the 
conveniences we have today, but 
they had good soil, fresh air and 
creative idcas for recycling. 

To make Canada a more pro· 
ductive and a less wasteful country 
remember, if it can't be recycled 
don't buy' It. 

Thelma Forbes (5 a Virden freelance 
writer. 

Project pays cash 

for used fridges 

Recycling is becoming a 
household word in the prov
ince as depots and services 
spring up to handle heaps of 
metal cans, paper, plastics 
and now .... refrigerators? 

Starting next month Win
nipeg's East Kildonan and 
Transcona re!;idents will be 
able to recycle their used 
fridges and freczers and the 
ozone-<iepleting chemicals 
they contain. Some will even 
get paid for their efforts, 

The provincial environ
ment deparbnent and the 
City of Winnipeg are jointly 
funding a $20,000 six-month 
pilot project aimed at recov
ering the chlorofluorocar
bons (CFCs) used in refrig
eration units. 

"As a pilot project it's 
meant to gather data," said 
Brian Gaber, chairman of 
the city's advisory commit
tee on ozone-depleting sub
stances. He said the pro
gram should recover about 
500 units over the six-month 
trial period. 

Springfield's General 
Scrap and Car Shredder Ltd. 
won the contract to pick up 
the fridges and freezers, re
move the CFCs and shred 
the metal for scrap. 

Company president Jack 
Lazareck said once CFCs 
are pumped from refriger
ation units ip.to an enclosed 
container, water and oil can 
be removed ancl the chemi
cals reused. 

Under the Montreal Proto
col, an international agree
ment reached in 1987, Can
ada has agreed to phase out 
the use of CFCs by 1997. 

Gaber said residents can 
only recycle the CFCs from 
appliances that still work -
the chemicals have likely 

escaped from broken down 
units. 



RM OF ROSSER PUBLIC WORKS 

When we look at the sophisticated machinery that is required to 
maintain and build roads today and the streamlined garages that are 
used to store this equipment, it is hard to imagine that a hundred 
years ago, the Councillors had little if any equipment with which to 
carry out the necessary jobs of providing transportation services to 
the people. 

Expenditures of $100 to repair bridges that are absolutely nec
essary, $2.00 to fix a mud hole in the old trail, $300 to be allocated 
to each ward for improvements to roads is a far cry from a $342.000 
budget required for transportation services in 1992. 

Early records indicate that in July. 1894 a by-law was passed 
dividing the municipality into "Road Beats" and appointing 
"Pathmasters" to supervise any work done. The municipality owned 
and provided scrapers and kept them in good order. Any "wagons 
and ploughs" were provided by the person performing the "labour" 
by order of the Pathmasters. All work done in the municipality 
should be let by tender (October 1893). The first Pathmasters 
included: R. Kellett; H. Davies; H.J. Beachell; H. Ranson; Thos. 
Beveridge; 1. Chambers and Thos. Mills. The work done was paid 
for according to the "Statute Labor" - $1.50 per day. 

In 1897 the Statute of Labor was dispensed and a by-law provided 
that a general rate be struck yearly for improvements. Weed Inspectors 
were appointed in 1894. 

Road huildillg ill 1918 

Authorization to J.J. Egan was given to quarry stone on road 
allowance between NW 27-11-2E and the SW 34-11-2E in 1893. 
The evidence of such work exists today across the road from Little 
Mountain Park. The same J. Egan built the road N 27 -I 1-2E in 1894. 
A by-law passed in 1894 saw the Oak Point Highway opened and 
similarly in 1895 a road to Rosser was opened. Over the next several 
years connecting roads were built. The equipment used for building 
roads was called a "slush scraper". The Municipality owned several 
of these scrapers that were horse drawn and served their purpose for 
many years. In 1907 a by-law was passed authorizing that a dredging 
machine be purchased for Ward 1. 

Dragging roads was all done with horse-drawn equipment. The 
first drags were basically a blade - these blades improved over the 
years and finally the blades could be raised or lowered and turned to 
different angles - still horse-drawn. Jack Buckle operated one of 
these machines for many years and must have done a good job, when 
he retired in 1930 he was presented with a gold watch from the 
Manitoba Good Roads Association. 

Llladillg gral'el ar Rosser Pif. I"illfer or 1927 - Wallace Childahose alld Ed 
McDollald in/()regrolllld 

Rosser gra\'el pi! 

Gravelling roads was all done in the winter with teams and 
sleighs. The records indicated that this type of work was divided 
among the residents to provide employment. The gravel was hauled 
from municipal pits in section 28-11-2E purchased by the munici
pality in 1911 and from section 30-12-1 E also purchased by the 
municipality in 1918. Other gravel supply has been purchased over 
the years, but today a great deal of the gravel material is hauled from 
Standard Quarries or Bison Rock and Asphalt Products or Mulder 
Construction and Materials. In 1992 regulations have tightened up 
and owners of pits are required to pay a 10 cent royalty to the 
government for each yard of aggregate that is hauled out of a pit. As 
these pits are worked out, a municipality may apply to the govern
ment for money to assist rehabilitation at these pits and so clean up 
the "holes" that have been left. 

Takillg grm'e1ji'olllfhe lIlullicipal pif ill 1927 - Han'e Wedge illj(Jregroulld 
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{-{ouling gr(/\'cl iin" I\!JCW{IH\,S Road in {92{ 

With increased traffic on gravel roads throughout the municipality, 
another problem has surfaced during the past years - dust control. 
Today it is necessary to provide material to control dust in front of 
residences in heavy traffic areas. Calcium is the product most 
frequently used, but wood products are being introduced and seem 
to work equally well. 

Ed McDonald and dog "Chris" lI'ilh RM of Rosser l'Oad 
grader 

In 1941 the municipality purchased the first "Motor Road Pa
trol". An American Patrol #7 was purchased from Kane Construc
tion for a price of $2,900. Ed McDonald was hired to operate the 
patrol for a salary of $125 per month. In 1990 a new Caterpillar 
Grader cost in excess of $150,000 and the operator pay is $14.50 per 
hour. An American #8 grader was purchased in 1947 for $5,599; a 
Motor Coach Patrol in 1951 for $15,318 and an Austin Western in 
1957 for $14,600. Other patrols purchased over the years included 
an Adams 330, Letourneau Westinghouse, and Champions. In 1992 
the machinery fleet of the municipality includes: a Mitsubshi G 400 
grader, a 140G Caterpillar grader, a Caterpillar 950 loader, a J.I. 
Case Drott 45 excavator, a John Deere tractor and Vicon mower, a 
1979 GMC dump truck, a Ford 3/4 ton truck. 
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The RM oj'Rosser Puhiic Works Departlllcni wilh Ihcir ncll' CAT !.JOG lIIolor 
grader, Piclllrcd 1·1': Ed ;\Pl'lewm{, Rand.\' Sialcher, Mike Ifusak, 

The Pathmasters have been replaced by a Chairman of Public 
Works and Deputy and the municipality hires a Public Works 
Foreman as well as one full time grader operator and two or three 
part-time workers to help with extra summer work. A municipal 
pension plan is compulsory for full time and part time employees. A 
health plan is available for those who wish to participate. Coveralls 
are provided to work in as well. 

In 1948 the municipality purchased property, including a garage 
-lots 6 and 7, Plan 1474 in the Village of Rosser from Fred Mulligan 
for $1,630. This property became the first municipal yard. Until that 
time operators kept the graders at their homes. There was no need for 
the equipment in winter as roads were not kept open. However, 
about this time some roads were being kept open during the winter 
and more snow blowers were made available. This type of work was 
usually done using private equipment. Today most of the roads are 
passable for vehicular traffic during the winter months. In 1958 a 
Butler garage 36 x 60 purchased from Steel Structures for $4,250.00 
was added to the municipal yard. A new modern structure, heated 
with propane was added in 1968. Some time later washrooms were 
added. Festivities for the 1970 Centennial Celebrations were carried 
out from this shed. 

In 1982 the public works yard that had served the municipality for 
some 40 years was sold, together with the two garages. Another 
piece of property - purchased from C. Sava on the eastern outskirts 
of the village, fronting on what is now known as Dorsey Road -
became the new public works yard. In the same year a modern public 
works and firehall building was erected on the property. This 
building 50'x 100' is electrically heated and provides a lunch room 
and office for public works staff as well as a meeting room for the 
volunteer Firefighters. The following year a "Cold Storage" garage 
was built on the same property. 

On the north end of the Public Works Building a water tap with 
a pump is located. Here farmers fill tanks for spraying or other uses 
in a matter of minutes. This service has been made available through 

RM ofRosscr Puhlic Works and Firc!wl! Building 



Road Bllildillg. 1936 - Pe/asoll COlls/mc/ioll 
Frolll horses alld celllre dllllll' wagolls !O /rac/ors alld c/em/illg graders 

the services of PFRA, the Manitoba Water Services Board and the 
RM of Rosser. Similar wells are located in Meadows and just over 
the boundary in the RM of Rockwood. The well in Rockwood is 
jointly owned and operated by the three municipalities: Rosser, 
Rockwood and Woodlands. 

This sketch covers changes that have taken place in the mu
nicipality regarding public works activities over its 100 year history. 
Much credit is due to the pioneers of the RM of Rosser as much of 
the early maintenance was done by individuals for very little 
remuneration. We are all indebted to those early residents who had 
the courage to forge ahead and establish a municipality that in 1992 
serves the transportation needs of the people so very well. 

,j'k ~ fl /'7 dO - /7'4'/ ~ /7f1 p
~ ~. (f;~~--G ~~ 
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GOOD ROADS ASSOCIATION 

From 1870 when Manitobajoined Confederation until 1880 the 
Provincial Government built and maintained what roads there were 
at their own expense. In 1880 the Municipal Act was passed turning 
over to the municipalities the job of building and maintaining the 
roads within their respective boundaries. Very little was done in the 
early days as the settlers were few and the traffic was very light and 
the craze of speed had not yet arrived. 

In 1909 a small group of municipal men representing a few of the 
municipalities surrounding the City of Winnipeg organized the 
Manitoba Good Roads Association. The purpose they had in view 
was to promote road improvement by education, efficient legisla
tion and equitable distribution of taxes for road construction and 
maintenance. 

From a small beginning the Association has progressed from year 
to year. In 1952 there were more than 100 municipalities members 
of the Manitoba Good Roads Association. 

In order to create interest in its work in the early years the Good 
Roads Association instituted what was known as the Split Log Drag 
Competition, under which any municipality might enter a stretch of 
either earth or gravel roads for competition with other municipalities 

throughout the province. Realizing the fact that a competition was 
not likely to succeed without some worthwhile prizes, the Association 
with the help of prominent firms in Manitoba got together a collection 
of cups and shields which have been added to from time to time. 

Now that all maintenance is mechanized, a municipality's whole 
system of roads is considered in awarding trophies. 

The Beautify Manitoba Competition was started in 1944 and was 
quite successful in getting the towns and villages to make their 
surroundings more attractive. The competition was divided into 
several classes according to the town or village. Over the years the 
towns where the most improvement was shown were those where a 
few public spirited citizens undertook to improve their own lots and 
boulevards. Their neighbours then began to do likewise and the good 
work spread. 

It was in the 1950' s that another class was added for competition. 
Prizes were awarded for the Best Home Grounds. This competition 
has generated a lot of interest and there are certainly a lot of very 
lovely farm home grounds throughout the province. 

In the 1980's another group was added: The Best Home Grounds 
in a City; The Best Horne Grounds in an Unincorporated Village and 
The Best Home Grounds in a Town or Village. 

The roads in Manitoba have certainly improved over the years. In 
the 1940's if the roads were still open at Christmas we thought we 
were very lucky. Now people want the roads opened first thing the 
next morning after a storm. 

The Manitoba Good Roads Association is indebted to many 
organizations fortheirco-operation and help injudging and supplying 
transportation. 
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RM OF ROSSER GOOD ROADS AWARDS 

Honor :lIen Who Took Care of Roads I '~7 

N~~I~~~:elht:~~~~~~~~! 'rio~A[ ~~~cl~:!o~~:t~O~Y~~~I~~ ~p~l~ ~b;~!~ 
1\ new ;;!nn of rna;';in!> award, dlrl.'rt to Iht" drl\gm~n 3rHl patr"lmen 
',,"'hI> do 11 c t;eH wor;';; In !hl' provlnr.(', ~, well IU to I~.e rr.uniclplIl!tlcl 
'.vl(h t~~ ,;,~t r.-:corrl, M fOliC Il[lk~<::" Ab:lVC nr~ lcen five o( the 
SIX ..... ~nnln;: pond men )u.<1 11l1!'f IN""vln;: their pn~e rhNtvu. From 
l"fl 10 r\~r.'. they .He A. \'I~<!;''':, ot ROller mUnJClpAilt,; ·rht.). J 
E'err:y, o( Spri:;g!leld; W!l(re-d:Denrili:, al }tQue.r; Walter !'o!cqu.,tt, vf 
St, .Vitlll; and"John Srh ..... ark, -;! :.tOHI!. 

1943 - Certificate of Merit 
Awarded to the municipality making the most 
improvements in municipal roads old or new 

1946 - Certificate of Merit 
Class 4 

Making the most improvements in municipal roads old or new 

A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 

MANITOBA GOOD ROADS ASSOCIATION 
.. ,MR. p, BEACH ELL 

"Let uS make this, our fortieth year's programme of road 
maintenance, the most successful we hove ever had. To do 
so we must have the full co-operation of all our members. 

Remember our Motto---'Setter Roads and Safety on them.' 

"Our 19-19 F\eautification Competition for Manitoba Towns and Villages 
is now under way. Make your Town or Village a prize winner' Every
one can help, old and young. Be proud of your community, make it 
attractive to Tourists, and a brighter place in which to live." 

CLEAN UP! 
PAINT UP! 
Jl,IAINTAIN ROADS! 

PLANT UP! 
FIX UP! 
DRIVE SAFEL Y! 

1951 - The Harvey Trophy 
Class 2 

To the municipality making the most improvements 
in municipal roads old or new 

THE WINNIPEG TRIBUNE 

T awards Better Roads: ~~:hoCI'~:~;' ~~nt'~\,,~~:~mr:t~:~d~~~d:~:~:i~Qt~'~l:~~~:: 
r~(<I")f1 01 \l"nil""~ ",,<Xl Ro.d ..... "d.Uon ."" Ihown hue. Thty .r~. from lett to fllh!. stAn<\,n; 
W.h., ~lcOU~\. SC V'(AI. ",nnor or "un! rrlU In the mote. patrol (,rave! 0:1 .... ): Joh .. S(kwu~. Morrol. 
'N('In~ r"'~ '" mnl(l, rAI,,,( IrAnI> d ... " onll Thorn .. T. p~,....y, Sprln,nel<!. )<"('<>nd prHc moine rAUI'I: 
(~,.,d '(""'; .~.\d_t·lrJc llraud:). c..rlior. tlnot pru.e m<)iot s>-&lrol C, .... "d ch .... l; I,','O/,O"<! 0.."", ... 
lIn.l r'''" ~or'~ m.'I"II.n.n~' du.; And Halil. Motun, Grand,-l.,..,. ~fld prl~ 'hone m.'"t.no"C"<' ~I ... 

1952 - Certificate of' Merit 
Class I-B 

Best kept system of municipal roads 

Percy Beache!! receil'l'llg all {/\t'({rd ({( rhe Good Roads Associarioll iJall(juer ill 
!952 

1959 - The Cameron Trophy 
Highest standard and confined to two consecutive 

miles of road built and maintained under grant in aid 
in the year 1958, E 23 and 24-11-2E 



1961 - The Union of Manitoba Municipalities Shield 
First Prize - Class I, Division B 

Best maintained system of municipal roads SO to 100 miles 

1972 - The Birks Trophy 
Class 2, Division B 

To municipalities showing the most improvement in 
municipal roads old or new SO to 100 miles 

1972 - Certificate of Merit 
Second Prize - Class I, Division B 

Best maintained system of municipal roads 
in rural municipalities SO to 100 miles 

1976 - The Birks Trophy 
Class 2, Division B 

To municipalities showing the most improvement in 
municipal roads old or new SO to 100 miles 

Alall Beachell heillg presellled wilh Ihe Birks Dillgwall Trollhy ill 1976 

1979 - The Union of Manitoba Municipalities Shield 
First Prize - Class I, Division B 

Best maintained system of municipal roads SO to 100 miles 

Ah Chapmall preselllillg Ihe Ullioll of'MallilOha MUllicipalilies Shield 10 Rene 
Alall Beachell. COUll cilloI' Gerald Millaka alld Puhlic Works Foremall Bill 
Fillros ill 1979 

1981 - The Union of Manitoba Municipalities Shield 
First Prize - Class I, Division B 

Best maintained system of municipal roads SO to 100 miles 

1985 - Percy Beachell Memorial Trophy 
Class 2, Division A 

Most improvement in municipal roads 
old or new over 100 miles 

Percy Beachell Memorial Trophy - 1985 
Margarel Millaka. The HOllourahie Alldy ;\lIslell. iVlillisler o/'!'dullicipal ;\Ililirs. 
IY/argarel Slewart . .fohll Slewart. Gerald Millaker 

1986 - The Provincial Cup 
First Prize - Class I, Division A 

Best maintained system of municipal roads 
in rural municipalities over 100 miles 

The Pro\'illcial Cup - 1986 
The HOllourahie .fohll Plohmall. Millisler ot' MUllicipal A./.fairs . .fac!.: Oarway. 
Ralldr Slarcher. GUIlllar Norhcrg 

1987 - The Provincial Cup 
Second Prize - Class I, Division A 

Best maintained system of municipal roads 
in rural municipalities over 100 miles 



1989 - The Manitoba Telephone System Shield 
Second Prize - Class 9 

Highest standard of one continuous mile of road 
built under standard specifications in the year previous 

to that in which the award was made 

1989 - Maniloha Telephone 5yslelll Shield 
Ed Appleyard, .lack Garway, John Slewarl, Randy 51alcher, Gunnar Norherg, 
Gerald Minaker and Alall Beachell 
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1989 - The Provincial Cup 
Second Prize - Class I. Division A 

Best maintained system of municipal roads 
in rural municipalities over 100 miles 

Manitoba Good Roads 
ASSOCIATION 

(Organiwl 19(9) 

1989 

This is to Certify that 
the 

R.M. Of ROSSER 
was awarded 

"The Provincial! Cup" 
for the year 1989 

- SECOND PRiZE -
. Best MaIntained System of Municipal Roads 

in Rural Municipalities - Over 100 MUes 

Class 1-Dhislon A 

JANUARY 19, 1990 

Municipal Coullcil and Public Works Depal'llllelll al Good Roads Awards 
Ballquel, 1989. Back: .Ieall Gal\1'al', Calherine 51alcher, .1ohn 5Ie\\'al'l. GUllllar 
Norherg, Charles Lindsay. Alall Be~lCllell, Laurie P-Beachell, Margarel Minaker, 
Salldy Appleyard. Fro/II: .lack Galway, Randr 51alcller, Margan'l Slell'al'l, 
Delphie Norherg, Berry Lilldsay, Gerald Mi/laker, Ed Appleyard. 



GOOD ROADS ASSOCIATION - BEST HOME GROUNDS WINNERS 

Hellry J. alld Justilla Fricscli with the Birks Dillgwal/ Trophy.lf)r "Bcst Farlll 
Grounds COlllpNition" ill 1967 

At thc Manito/Ja Good Roads Banquct ill Bralldoll ill 1987.. Harry alld Bclll' 
Brallli ()j'Mcadows lI'ith the Kalil' Trophy.lf)r the Best HOllie Groullds ill 
/v/alliroiJa. Thcy also 11'011 the Best Farlll HOlllc Groullds.ll)r Dil'isioll B thc Frallk 
Lawsoll 7i·ophv. Harry alld Betty also WOII agaill ill 1991. 
Harry alld Bell\' BraulI, Rcne Alall Beachel/, Coullcil/or .Il)r Ward I, GUllllar 
Norberg. 

Johll alld LuisI' Yoth (1' Meadows WOII the Frallk Lawsoll Trophy.ll)r thc Best 
HOllie Grounds ill their dil'isioll ill 1983. 
GUllllar Nor/Jerg, Johll alld LuisI' Voth alld Clarcllcc Baker. Director (1' the 
Eastem District 

III 1986 Alldy alld HCIlIlY lfagiJorg oj'Meadows were presellted with the West eel 
Rosco Ltd. Trophyj{)r the Best Ruml ResidellIial HOllie Groullds ill the Pro\'illce 
at the MallitoiJa Good Roads /Jallquet ill Bralldoll. The sallie year the IllIerlake 
I-forticullllmi Socic{\' hOlloured thelll Il'ith a "Iai/ue. III 1953 and 1977 Alldy and 
Hellny also receil'ed the Mallito/Ja Good Roads Associatioll Farlll HOllie 
Groullds plaque alld ill 1967. the\' were hOlloured hr the l'vJanitoiJa Horticullllral 
Associatioll with a plaquef{Jr Best Farm 1-101111' Groullds. 
The HOlloura"'e Johll Plohillall, Millister oj'Municipal ;Vlclirs, preset/ting IllIdr 
alld I-fellllr I-Iag/Jorg with the Westeel Rosco Ltd. Trophy 

NO\,(,!lIiJer, 1986 at the Mallito/Ja Good Roads Associmioll Ballquet ill Bralldoll. 
stalldillg: Gerald alld Margaret Millaker, Alldy alld l-fellllY Ifaghorg, GUllllar alld 
DelphiI' Nor/Jerg, Charlie Lilldsa\'. semed-Bettr Lilldsay, Jack alld Jeall Oa!lmy, 
Ralldy alld Kath." Slateher alld Margaret alld Johll Sti'l\'(/rt 

The kiss of the sun for pardon, 
The song of the birds for mirth, 

One is nearer God's Heart in a garden 
Than anywhere else on earth. 

-DOROTHY F. GURNEY, God's Garden 
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III IMPARTING WISDOM AND FAITH 
Educati~ri; 

~;~:'~;ReI11el}1bering the Little One-Room Schools 
Li.ttleMou'ntainScnool District No. 52 . 

c L~itl,el\1oun~ain School Reunioh . .••.. .. . .•.•. 

,g~g;~~iWf~~o 226 ;t~~<~~<> 
WestRQ§§S'!r~chooIN(). 1246 . ....j 

• Meadows School 1:365;; j > 

II Worship 
Early Evidence of Worship 
St. Michael's Anglican, Grosse Isle 

An Anecdote by Mrs. Edna Miller 
Christ Church Rosser Anglican Church 
Presbyterian Church 
Rosser United Church 

The Sunday School 
The Midweek Groups 
The Sunday School Institute 
Vacation School 
The Ladies Aid 
Rosser United Church Women 

Lilyfield United Church 
Sunday School 
Lilyfield United Church Women 

As I Remember. .. 
Grosse Isle United Church 
Meadows Church and Sunday School 

The Lutheran Faithful 
Mennonites 
German Catholics 
Hutterian Church 
Jewish Settlers 

Lillie MOllntaill School hy LOll Gaskin. 
colleclion Rid (if' Rosser 

SI. Michael's illiglicall Church hy Krill Lillrho 



REMEMBERING THE LITTLE ONE ROOM 
SCHOOLS 

In the early 1900's there were about a dozen of these little 
schools in the Rosser Municipality. These little schools were a 
place for learning both academically as well as spiritually; they 
were used as church and Sunday School on the sabbath day and 
learning the three R's from Monday to Friday. The teacher taught 
grades one through eight and usually boarded right in the little 
community where they were going to be teaching and they were 
always a welcomed supper visitor in different homes. 

School yards contained the school house and a barn to shelter 
the horses. The students either walked to school or drove a horse 
and cart in the summer, it really wasn't unusual for students to 
walk two and a half to three miles to school! There were two 
outdoor biffies in the school yard, no indoor plumbing back then. 
There were swings and a sandbox, the main sports were football 
and baseball in summer, skating and hockey in the winter. 

School picnics, around the end of June, were great events with 
all kinds of races for young and old, maybe a baseball game too 
and a great social time for everyone over refreshments. These 
schools were also the only community hall in their area and were 
used for meetings, dances, showers, and, of course, the Christmas 
concerts, which were always the highlight of the winter months. 
The teacher had the children practice during the last hour of each 
school day and after school. Christmas concerts meant new 
dresses for the girls and pants and shirts for the guys; that was an 
event in itself in those days. The concert would begin at 7:30 
p.m. with all students participating in plays, drills, Christmas 
carols, duets and recitations. After the concert, Santa came. 
giving out goodies and presents from under the decorated 
Christmas tree to every girl and boy. A scrumptious lunch and 
coffee was then served by the mothers of the community. After 
lunch, desks and chairs were piled high and, with local talent 
supplying the music, the dancing would begin. It would last until 
I :00 or 2:00 in the morning. As the little ones got tired they were 
put to bed on a stack of desks or even on the top of the piano and 
they would sleep until their parents were ready to go home. 

Another event from the early days that was very popular was 
"The Box Social". This was a lunch for two made up by the 
ladies and packed in a decorated box. They brought it to the 
social to be auctioned off to the highest bidder. Sometimes, if a 
boy knew which one his girlfriend had made, he would have to 
pay a pretty good dollar as the other gents would keep bidding it 
up to a hefty price. 

There is an interesting note about these one-room schools. 
After they had served their purpose for learning and bigger and 
newer schools were built, they were often sold and remodelled 
into attractive homes. For instance, Prairie Star School is part of 
the Scaiffe home in Rosser. West Rosser School was sold to 
Alvin McMillan of Marquette as a home for him and his bride-to
be. When the Grosse Isle Consolidated School was formed in 
1919, Kensington School was sold and became a remodelled 
home for the Alan James family. 

The first East Rosser School built in 1889 became a home for 
the John Buckle family, after their nine-room home was 
destroyed by fire in December, 1923. The second East Rosser 
School, built in 1912, closed its doors as a place for education in 
June, 1962 and pupils were transferred to Rosser Village. This 
little school house was used as a community centre for a number 
of years until Rosser built their new community centre and sold 
the property and school to Harry Gnidziejko to be used for his 
carpentry business. Phipps one-room school was the last in the 
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municipality to close its doors in June. 1966 and students 
transferred to Stonewall. 

Lillie IV/OUlllaill Sclloollale 1940's 

LITTLE MOUNTAIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
NO. 52, NE 21-U-2E 

Little Mountain School was opened in 1878 and was the 52nd 
school district to be formed in the Province of Manitoba. 

Like other one-room country schools it was a place of 
spiritual, political and business meetings as well as being a social 
and educational centre. One of these special meetings was held 
on June 24. 1893. It was the first council meeting of the new 
Rural Municipality of Rosser. 

The door of the school was never locked during those early 
years. This was so that travellers might find warmth and shelter 
on a stormy night. 

The schoolhouse was never more popular than it was on the 
night of the annual Christmas Concert. The whole community 
enjoyed the efforts of the teachers and pupils on these evenings. 

The original schoolhouse was moved to the farm of Hiram 
Ridge where it became the family home. They had lost their 
home to a fire. The present schoolhouse was built in 1902 and 
served as the heart of the community until it was sold in 197 I. 

During the early years the Reverend James Lawrence 
conducted church services in the school. Mr. Elmore Ridge made 
sure the fires were lit for these services. Mrs. William Atkinson. 
who lived directly north of the school, served the school as 
caretaker for some 30 years. 

The early records of the school were destroyed and the first 
trustees of record were V. Lawrence. D. Beveridge and Hiram 
Ridge in 1900. 

During the years when the Little Mountain Quarry was in 
operation, the workmen moved their families to the area so they 
could live near their place of employment. This put a real strain 
on the Little Mountain School so classes were held in the dance 
hall of the Little Mountain Quarry Village to accommodate the 
overtlow. 

On May 24, 1948 all the school records were destroyed in a 
fire. This loss included the minute book. cheque book, bank 
book, cash book. school seal. some cancelled cheques. invoices, 
and receipts of the current years. 

In 1949, Gerrie School district agreed to pay the sum of $ 150 
to Little Mountain, this being a rate of 20 cents per day per child. 
At that time, the school also had a hot plate and the necessary 



1942-43. Pupils al Lillie Mountain School. Grades 1-9. 
Back - Arthur Chimuk. Keilh Rmn. Jorce !-Imt'/;ins. Ma/Jel l/mt'/;ins. Audrev 
Comrie. Mae Graham. Bonnie Oa!lmy. ElewJi)r Hawkins; 
2nd roll' - June Ridge. George Tur/Jell. Hugh Turl"'II. MargaI'l'l R\'{/II. ,\!larr 
!-Iawkins; 
FOil! - Doreell Kroll. Michiki !-Iakida. !-Ierhert Ryall. Viola !-Iall'kills. Edll'ard 
Lord. 

utensils to provide lunches for the students who were unable to 
get home for lunch. 

Meetings were held in 1950 with the idea of enlarging the 
Little Mountain School District to a maximum of a 20 section 
area. Little Mountain School Board petitioned the RM of Rosser 
council to expand their boundaries. However, Gerrie School 
Board was not in favour of the expansion and presented the 
Council with a counter petition. There was pressure from the 
Gerrie School district ratepayers to maintain the status quo. Thus 
the application by Little Mountain was refused. 

Prior to the fall of 1950, any child reaching the age of six 
years before June 30th was allowed to attend school for the term 
following Easter. This, however, changed in 1950. Since then, 
any child becoming six before December 31 of the current year 
could start grade one in the fall term. 

In 1954, the school didn't open until September 14 due to a 
polio scare. 

The mid 1950's found Little Mountain School Board 
approaching Brooklands with a proposal that would enable the 
Grade 9's from Little Mountain to attend school there for a fee. 
The Brooklands School Board requested a fee of $150 per 
student per year with half being paid on enrolment and the 
balance at the beginning of the second term. 

Many times over the years Little Mountain School was used 
as a "polling station" during elections. These elections ranged 
from Federal. Provincial, Municipal and School Board. 

The last meeting of the Little Mountain School District No. 52 
was held on January 13. 1958 when it became part of the Rosser 
Municipal School District No. 2356. All of the records and 
documents pertaining to the Little Mountain School were turned 
over to the Rosser Municipal School District for safe keeping. 
The idea behind this change was to improve educational 
opportunities for the students. The grades in this one-room 
school were now grades one to six, junior high grades seven to 
nine were at Wentworth School, while high school students 
attended Rosser Village School. This was the first step towards 
the larger school district. The unitary division was formed of 
which Little Mountain became a part. 

Little Mountain School remained in operation until June 30, 
1964. The site and the school were owned by the Municipality 
for a few years but have been sold since then. 

Teachers: Mr. Sam Newton. Miss McKelvey. M. Emes, Mary 
M. Thompson. Estelle P. Cornwall, L.c. Anderson. A. Edna 
Pope. A. Cameron, Rachel I. Hill, J. Bruce Day, Mr. Stevens. Mr. 
Hooper, Mr. Robert Holloway, Ronald V. Shearer, Walter 
William Mark, Muriel E. Paterson, Margaret Isabelle Morrison, 
M. Cummings, Alice Lawrence, Miss Siemens, Jeannette B. 
Gustafson, Mrs. Elizabeth D. Parr, Phyllis I. Allinson, Miss Jean 
B. Rudy, Ivadelle D. Bothwell, Ruby Matwichuk Putaro, Mrs. 
Justine H. McArthur, Lynne Murphy Solar, Elaine M.G. Elliott, 
Mrs. Jemima Florence Webster. 

Bo."s I/ocker. 1943-44 

LITTLE MOUNTAIN SCHOOL REUNION 

In 111711 the 52nd School District was formed and called Little 
Mountain School. The building, now situated in the school yard. 
was built in 1902; however, it was closed in June. 1964 when 
pupils were transported to larger schools. The school is now used 
as a barn. 

Former pupils and teachers. with fond memories of the little 
school house decided that it was time for a reunion after all these 
years. Therefore. in 1986. a committee got together and plans 
were on the way for a 1987 reunion on August 11th and 9th. 

On August 8th over 80 former pupils and teachers registered, 
coming from Ontario to British Columbia. The most senior 
student returning to visit was Mrs. Beth (Roche) Marks from 
Thunder Bay, Ontario who attended Little Mountain in 1910. Old 
friends renewed friendships and enjoyed seeing the displays of 
memorabilia, including the old school bell, enlarged photos and 
many items dating from the 1920's. Former teachers attending 
were: Mrs. Alice Lawrence. Ron Shearer. (1929-32). Miss Tina 
Siemens. Mrs. Phyllis Olson (Allinson), Ivadell Telford 
(Bothwell), Jean Gilson (Rudy) and Jeanette Chimuk 
(Gustafson). 

Mr. Bert Comrie was chairman for the program following the 
Saturday night dinner at the Rosser Community Centre. Reeve 
Alan Beachell brought greetings from the Municipality to the 200 
who attended. Former pupils. teachers and trustees were 
recognized and a moment of silence honoured associates of the 
school who had passed away. 

Santa Claus, dressed in the authentic school costume. 
distributed candy to each person in the finale to the dinner 
program. The rest of the evening was spent dancing and visiting. 

Sunday afternoon was a family day of races. baseball. 
horseshoes and taking pictures. Pony rides for the children (as 
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well as for some adults who wanted to try again) and wagon rides 
were provided by Ray Taplin of Argyle. Following a light 
supper, the chairman formally closed the festivities but many 
stayed on to chat about memories. 

Lirr!e Moul/wil/ schoo! reul/iol/. Augusr8. 1987 

LILYFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 226, 
NE 17-12-2E 

A school in the Lilyfield district became an absolute necessity 
as the community continued to expand, and more people came to 
settle in the area. At 10:00 a.m. on July 17, 1883. the first 
meeting of the "Freeholders and Householders resident in the 
Protestant School District of Lilyfield" was held by order of the 
Municipal Council of St. Paul, in the County of Selkirk, in the 
Province of Manitoba. This meeting was held at the home of Mr. 
Henry Foulds. and was held in order to select Trustees for the 
Lilyfield School. 

This meeting was followed, at II o'clock. by a Trustees' 
meeting. The newly-appointed trustees were: first - Reverend 
James A. Lawrence; second - Mr. Henry Foulds; and third - Mr. 
Henry Field. Reverend Lawrence was acting chairman at the first 
meeting and selected as chairman for the Board of Trustees. Mr. 
Henry Field was recording secretary for the first meeting and was 
selected to be secretary-treasurer of the Board of Trustees. 

The land on which the school was to be built was donated by 
Mr. Henry Field. It was one acre of land on the corner of SE 17-
12-2E. The secretary-treasurer was "authorized to procure plans 
and specifications for a schoolhouse (24 feet x 18 feet) and of 
such plan, material, and construction as shall meet with the 
approval of the Superintendent of Education for Protestant 
Schools, and to obtain such approval in writing." He was also to 
advertise for closed tenders in the newspaper (Stonewall News) 
for the erection of the schoolhouse. It was later agreed to accept 
the tender of Mitchell and Sutherland to build the school at a cost 
of $695. Debentures in the amount of $1,000 at a rate of 8% from 
the Merchants Bank of Winnipeg were subsequently issued for 
the construction program. The Trustees applied by letter to the 
RM of St. Paul for funds to meet the operation of the school. The 
Municipality then received these funds through taxes levied on 
the taxpayers living within a three-mile radius of the school. 

Thus, it was in 1884 that Lilyfield School became a functional 
unit of learning. Even in those days it was deemed important to 
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carry insurance on a school and its contents; so. in 1885, the 
Trustees purchased insurance with the "Guardian Assurance 
Company" of London, England. They had the school and 
contents insured for $500. and the premium was $15 for three 
years. 

It is interesting to note that a special levy of $264 was 
requested by the Trustees for the operation of the school in 1885 
and, at a meeting held on June 9. 1888, a teacher was engaged to 
teach at Lilyfield at a salary of $35 per month. 

By 1890 religious services were being held in the schoolhouse 
as there wasn't any church in the area. Prior to the school being 
used, church services were held in the private homes of the 
parishioners. 

During the early years of the school it was thought on two 
separate occasions that the site of the school should be changed. 
The first time was in the spring of 1892. when the site suggested 
was the SE corner of SW 21-12-2E. The second time was in 1908 
and 1909 when meetings were held to discuss changing into a 
Consolidated School District. The site proposed this time was the 
SE corner of SE 20-12-2E. The reasoning behind changing the 
school site was so the school would be more central. However, 
all three of these proposals were defeated when taken to the vote 
of the taxpayers. 

In 1895 a shed was built to stable the horses. It was 16 feet by 
20 feet and 'was built by Mr. Gerrie at a cost of $75. When the 
shed was added to the insurance policy. it was at a cost of an 
extra $1.50 over the three year term of the policy. 

The secretary-treasurer of the school board was left in charge 
of the money in 1896 when the Imperial Bank notified the board 
that they did not wish to handle school funds any longer. This 
remained the case until the bank changed their policy in 1898 and 
agreed to handle the school funds in a savings account at a rate of 
3% per annum. 

They seemed to have a hard time to get a decent well dug. The 
first attempt was in 1899 by Mr. Angus Matheson at a cost of 
$28 and again. in 190 L at an additional cost of $45. It still wasn't 
right so, in 1906, Mr. C. McLean was engaged to dig the well yet 
again at $2.50 per foot but he had to guarantee that there would 
be water. 

A severe stOllll in 190 I caused some damage to the outhouses 
and the school steps, but not to the school itself. 

The Trustees met with a Mr. Fletcher in regard to the school 
being condemned in December, 1907. At special meetings held 
during 1908 and 1909, as well as discussing a proposal for a new 
school site there was also much discussion about consolidation of 
the School District. This proposal was also defeated. 



By 1911 it was deemed necessary to enlarge the school yard. 
Jne acre of land was purchased from Mrs. H. Field at a cost of 
£50. This allowed the north and west boundaries to be extended. 

In August, 1922 tenders went out to sell the old school 
Juilding. The tender which was accepted was for $102.50. The 
Juilding was moved. It became home for the Spencers and later 
for the Ledgers. A few years later it burned to the ground. 

An estimate given for building the new school was $969, but 
in reality the cost escalated to $3,852.14. The contractors were 
Jones and Mason. Ratepayers agreed to haul the gravel and field 
stone to reduce the cost since the plans called for a full-size 
basement and a masonry foundation. 

S/[u/ellls o/Li/y/ie/d Schoo/- 1927 
L-R: Margaret Oa/ll"ay. Lil/iall Barker. Wi/helllilla COllifllergood. Mallrice 
MOllchet. F/ora COllqllcrgood. Edith Morrisoll. Ross COllqllcrgood. Gastoll 
MOllchet. IVlary Ledger. E/i:aheth Ledger 
Secolld Roll': Alllle Dmt'soll (te(lcher). C/lllr/e.1 Morrisoll. /vlargaret Lall'rellce. 
Dorothy Morrisoll. /vlargaret Braid. Gordoll Lawrellce. .Iallles Morrisoll. Gi/her! 
Braid 
Back Roll': Bill Braid . .lack DIIl'ort. KCllt Morrisoll. Wei//ace Oatll'{l\' 

During the 1930's and the 1940's Little Mountain, Phipps, 
and Gerrie Schools joined with Lilyfield to participate in the 
Annual School Picnic held at the Lilyfield school yard. These 
picnics were held at the end of June each year. In 1942, the 
school board paid 25 cents per child towards sports, and 15 cents 
per child towards their supper. In fact these picnics continued to 
be held at Lilyfield School for years after the school itself was 
closed. In 1943 the school board arranged for Mr. E. Lawrence to 
purchase a cup for sports competition at the annual picnic each 
year. The cost of the cup was not to exceed $10. 

The school continued to operate until June, 1944 when it 
closed due to the low enrolment. It was thought that it would 
only be a temporary measure; however, this was not to be. 
Students from Lilyfield were incorporated into the classes at 
Phipps and Little Mountain Schools and Lilyfield School was not 
opened again. The Lilyfield School District, Number 226 was 
finally dissolved in 1958. This brought the area under the 
jurisdiction of the Rosser Municipal School District No. 2356. 

Down through the years such names as Lyle Lawrence, 
Thomas Riggall, J.W. Phipps, James Chambers, John Haverty, 
Mr. O'Neill, James Comrie, Alex Stewart, Mr. E. Nelson, 
George Smith, Thomas Conquergood, Charles Peterson, Thomas 
Mills, 1.W. Morrison, Thomas Braid, R.L. Barker, E.A. 

Lawrence. Thomas Whitehead, are some of the people who 
figured greatly in the minute books, mostly as members of the 
school board. 

Later on when the school was dismantled the land reverted 
back to the Lauder family. They are direct descendants of Mr. 
Henry Field who had donated the land all those many years 
before. The land has since been sold and a new home sits on the 
site. 

Teachers: Miss Mary A. Lawrence, Miss F. Brigham, Miss 
Eva Hill, Miss Bertha Foster, Miss M.A. McBean. Miss Pearl 
Kyle. Miss L. McLean, Mr. William 1. Mahony, Miss 
MacDonald, Miss Jessie Comrie, Miss Margaret Beveridge, Miss 
I. Perrin, Miss Falconer, Miss Myrtle Spearman. Miss Grace 
Shore, Miss Jean Clark, Miss Cull, Miss Eunice A. Mullin, Miss 
Nielson, Miss Alice E. Harvey, Mr. Dorrance, Miss Annie 
Heather Dawson, Miss Grace MacLean, Miss Mona Grant, Miss 
Christie, Miss Isabel G. Clarke, Miss E. Laura William, Miss 
Violet Gillespie, Mr. Victor Rutherford, Miss Marion R. Howard, 
Miss James, Miss Mary I. Ratcliffe, Miss McKenzie, Miss Ruby 
Arndt, Miss Elva M. Airth. 

East RosscrSch(!o/· /9/2to /96] 

EAST ROSSER SCHOOL NO. 594, SW lO-12-1E 

Rosser No. 594, known as East Rosser SchooL was built by 
the pioneer families of the district in 1889 on the present site SW 
1O-12-lE. 

They lacked two pupils so persuaded a couple of 16 year olds 
to attend long enough to qualify for a grant. In 1912, the little 
school could no longer hold the pupils so the present building 
was erected. The two schools sat side by side for a number of 
years and the old school was used for Sunday school and as a 
hall. 

On December 31, 1923 John Buckle's house burned to the 
ground and the old school was moved to Mr. Buckle's property. 
He added to it and it was used as a home until 1983 when it was 
torn down. Records of the events of the school were lost in the 
fire. 

Schools were heated with wood which an older student had to 
bucksaw into three foot lengths and start fires each morning. Mr. 
Buckle always recalled applying for the job for two dollars a 
month and being refused on the grounds that his rates were too 
high. In later ye;rs Mr. Buckle 's ~on, Jackie, was responsible for 
lighting fires for $5 a month. 
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Mr. Buckle set a record of service unbroken in Manitoba at 
the time of the school's transfer to the municipal school district 
in 1958. He was secretary-treasurer for 40 years and 6 months 
without a break. truly a lifetime of dedication to a worthy cause. 

Mrs. R. Galbraith was elected the first female trustee in East 
Rosser in 1925. The school closed in June, 1962 and pupils 
transferred to Rosser Village. The school house was used as a 
community centre for many years until it was sold to Harry 
Gnidziejko to be used for his carpentry business. 

TI"lISlees at Easl Rosser School ill 19-11: Orgalli:illg hOllflllches - Johll 8f1cl:/e. 
Secrelar.\' Treasl/l"a at t/es/;; Jallles Lillt/so\". Wilhflm Mfllligali. lvlahcl Milla/;a 
alit/ Lil Wet/ge sillillg ill 

Teachers: Maggie Munro, Edna Steele, Florence Shafor, 
Gertrude Seldon, Esther McCuny, Beatrice Seldon, Mr. K. 
Edwinson, Anne Lefley, Emmie Carr, Connie Lovelace, Ells 
Dar!, Miss Fraser, Maude Hicks, Marguerite Quickfall, Gertrude 
Hastey, Phyllis Stefanuk, Nellie Young, Muriel Kilgour, Muriel 
Gray, Alice Schwarz, Bella Greenlay, Dorothy Ryan, Rebecca 
Atkinson, Helen Blight, Jennie Keilor, Miss Grant, Una Mitchell, 
Ruby McDonald, Percy Beresford Binnett, Anna Corbett, Lillie 
Hallgrimson, Joan Bristow, Mary McCarthy, Bertha Norberg, 
H.J. Wright, Irene Jackson. 

lJ8 

Easl Rosser slflt/Clils - 1917 

Strange how much you've got to 
know 

Before you know how little you 
know. 
ANONYMOUS 

GERRIE SCHOOL NO. 778, NW 24-11-2E 

Carie School. class ot" 1930 

In the 1890's, a 
small frame school 
was built on NW 24-
11-2E. The school 
was named Gerrie 
after Mr. William 
Gerrie, an early pio
neer of the district. 

The school was 
opened in 1893. It 
was used in the early 
years for a place of 
learning, both acad
emically as well as 
spiritually. It was 
also used as a com
munity centre for 
the district. 

The little school was closed several times through the years 
due to lack of school age children. It was closed in 1916 and not 
reopened until 1926. In 1939 the doors were closed again and the 
school district was taken over by the Rosser Municipal School 
District in 1958. 

The building was sold to Roy Turbett and is being used as a 
granary on the Turbett farm. The land on which the school was 
located was sold by tender in 1967 and a dwelling has been 
constructed on the site. 

Teachers: May McCharles, Ada Wilkinson, Charlotte Egan, 
Margaret MacKay, A.E. Charlton, Ada Spearman, Velma Brown, 
Shirley Binning, Robert Holloway, Irene Bennet. Jean Harcus, 
Gertrude Harcus, Edna Alice Beachell, Edna Moore, Jessie 
McMillan, Molly Cummings, Marion Hancock. Evelyn Heidahl. 

PRAIRIE STAR SCHOOL NO. 1210, NE 20-11-1E 

In 1902. municipal records show a petition to council to form 
a school district and in 1903 a school was built on the NE 20-11-
I E. Previously classes had been held at the Innes property. a 
University student Mr. Kerr was the teacher. He later became a 
United Church minister serving Knox United Church 
Congregation for many years. This little Prairie Star school was 
closed in June, 1941 and students transferred to East Rosser in 
the fall of 1941. 

Early families in the district were W.F. Tullys. Ritchies, 
Charleses, Winthers. Bissetts, Frank Minakers, T. Huttons, Sam 
Huttons and Martins. 

There was very little information in the archives on Prairie 
Star school but from information given by people still living in 
the area, the following is a short list of teachers: Gladys Staples, 
Clara Jenkins, Myrtle Bowman, Miss Williams, Jessie Innes, 
Isobel Dawson, Irene Tully, Dorothy Ryan, Miss Spencely. 



Wesl Rosser School 1905-1948 

WEST ROSSER SCHOOL NO. 1246, 
NW 3-12-1W 

reprinledfi'OIll Rosser Ripples 

A meeting was held August 10, 1903 at the home of Mr. J.H. 
Biggar to have a school built in West Rosser area and elect 
trustees. The trustees elected were Mr. M.J. Collum as 
Chairman, Mr. T.A. Ransom as Secretary-Treasurer with Mr. 
J.H. Biggar and Mr. J. Polonski as trustees. Thesefour men were 
given the authority to borrow $700 to purchase a site, build and 
equip a school ready for learning. Quite a dU/erence ./i'om 
today's prices. 

The school opened in thefall of 1905 Oil NW 3-I2-1W and the 
first teacher was instrIlcted to close school./i'om Christmas 
holidays until February IS due to bad roads ill 'l'inter. 

West Rosser school operated through good times and bad, 
teaching grades olle to eight until 1948 when the doors were 
finally closed and pupils tran.~ferred to Rosser Village schoo!. 

The 1Jl1ilding was later sold to Alvin McMillan of Marquette to 
be made into a home for him alld his bride. The land was sold to 
William Blair. 

WeSI Rosser School No. 1246. 1930 
Alllla Buhr-Ieacher 
Back Roll': Hilda Ponl, Doreen Childerhose. Gladys Munro. 
Grace POIII. Viola POIII. Marquerile SlrallOn. 
Second Roll': Vna McDollald. Mw:iorie MUllro. Margarel 
MUllro, Merle Childerhose. Vicloria POIII. 
Fronl Roll': Jilll Blair. Fred Blair. Harry Ponl. Jessie Munro, 
Flormce TurnIJlll!. Grace McClary. Winnie McC!w}·. 
Silling: Lloyd TumIJlll!. Ernie Childerhose. 

Some of the pioneer families li\'ing in West Rosser with 
children attending the West Rosser school were: Biggars. 
McCollums. Ransoms. Pelowskis. Jensens. McClarvs. 
Robertsons. Tum1Jl1lls. McDonald,l', Loewell.l', Stratton,l', Munros, 
Ponts, Childerhoses, Crlll71bs, Bannings. Wallaces. Crosses, 
Blairs and Stouts. 

Teachers: Tina Mitchell. Betty Morland. Dora Briggs. Miss 
Scribner, Miss D. Green. Miss Buhr, Miss Worthington, Miss 
Blunderfjeld, Katie Holliston Beachell, Miss Martin. Edith 
Sanders, Louise Spence Cross. May Lally Blair, Mrs. C.W. 
Hughes. 

Meado\\'s School No. 1365. 1934-1967 

MEADOWS SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1365 
reprillled/i'olll Meadows Cel/lellllial 1970 

When the .first settlers came. it did not take them long to 
decide that a school was urgently needed. Any children ()f school 
age who were to get an education had to board elsewhere with 
Fiends and relatives. In May, 1905, Mr. A. Hagborg and Mr. II 
Sprafka attended the Rosser Municipal Council meeting to ask 
for a tax levy to establish a school at Meadows. The request was 
grallled and on May J, 1906 the Meadows School District was 
incorporated. The first act was to elect the new school board 
which was composed of Mr. McClary, Chairman; Mr. H. 
Helliwell, Secretary-Treasurer: and Mr. Hobbs, Board Member. 
One acre of land was boughtfi'om Mr. Helliwellfor $40.00. The 
new school. 20 feet by 30 feet, with a f7ag pole. woodshed and 
water closets was built on the SW 25-12-2W. olle mile west of 
Meadows. Since most of the population was in this area, the 
school was central for a radius of IouI' miles. Since there was no 
well. the school children carried their own drinking H'ater. The 
new school, with one classroom. 1wasted two No.1 adult seats 
and two No.2 adult seats and eight No.3 seats, all at a cost of 
$102.00. In addition. a teacher' .I desk at $12.00 and two chairs 
for $7.85 were bought. A new Model Map Set was also 
purchased for $22.00 and school was ready to open. Mr. 
McDougall was the first teacher, but only remained one year as 
the board found out that he was not a qualified teacher and did 
not even have a permit. During the early years of the school an 
organ was purchased. a stahle 1milt and an 8 by 8foot porch was 
added. The school children or teacher did the care-taking duties. 
lighting the fires and sweeping the floor for $4.00 a month. It has 
been recalled that in the early years of operation classes were 
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small, the smallest being ./Il'e pupils and the larger ones around 
13 pupils. El'en though the classes were small the children and 
teacher always put on an entertaining Christmas Concert. Also, 
they took part infield days at Rosser and Grosse Isle. During the 
years, swings were added to the school grounds, more seats 
bought and a new barn was built in 1927. 

At a special meeting on June 4, 1931, a H'I'itten request for a 
new school to be located at Meadows l'illage was submitted by V. 
Carlson, A. Hunter and F. Wysocki. The l'ote ./cll'oured the 
change so the Board hegan to make plans. On August 2, 1933, an 
official ratepayers meeting was held to make the /1/otion (dtlcial. 
Action was taken immediatel\' and a new three acre site on the 
NW 19-12-1W was hought from Mr. John Brown for $50.00 an 
acre. A new building, 24 feet b)' 40 feet was built the same fall. 
On January 3. 1934 classes hegan in the new schoo/. This new 
school had a .Ii III basement and a ./iml({ce. In 1935 a telephone 
and water/ountains were added and in 1937 trees were planted. 
During this time school picnics were held at Assinihoine H{l\'en 
or at City Park. Achiel'ement Days were held in June and pri:es 
were gil'en to desen'ing students. In 1944, Miss Guillord 
suggested that a hot lunch be serl'ed at schoo!. Facilities for 
doing this were installed and students could heat up jars ()ffood 
for noon lunch. The water works were installed in 1953. It was 
noted hy l'(/rious school inspectors that the Meadows School was 
a l'ery well kept modem huilding. This was certainly a credit to 
the hard working Board memhers. Grades one to' eight were 
always amilable at Meadows and grade nine was offcred hy 
correspondence only. 

On December 10,1956, Mr. Holtmann./i·om Rosser addressed 
a meeting at Meadows and outlined the ad\'(/Iltages (Jfforming a 
Municipal School District. The meeting l'oted in fa l'OU I' ()j'joining 
the proposed school district. 

A house, 22fCet hy 28/cet was hought at Carman in 1957 and 
mOl'ed to MeadoH's. This house became the school teacherage. 

The Rosser Municipal School district became a reality in 1958 
and Nels Malmas was elected as trustee for the Meadows 
district. After 1958, grades sel'en and eight pupils attended 
Rosser schoo/. Some years the grades ./h'e and six pupils also 
attended Rosser. The Interlake School Dil'ision No.2 I was 
formed in 1959 and all high schools pupils were prOl'ided with 
hus transportation to Warren. In 1967, the Dil'ision was changed 
to a Unitary Dil'ision and the Interlake School Board became 
responsihle for elementary education as well as looking afier the 
high schools. This same year the school house was mOl'ed ji'OI11 
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Meadows to he used as an extra classroom at the Warren 
Elementary Schoo/. The teacherage and school property were 
hought by Mr. A. Wooster who later l71ol'ed to St. Norhert. 
Meadows was part of Ward I and was represented on the 
Interlake School Board hy Mr. E.R. James ol Grosse Isle. All 
children were picked up and transported to school hy the 
Dil'ision buses. It seems lII(lortunate that to keep pace with 
progress the school building which had also been utili:ed for 
social/illlctions and meetings had to be remol'ed/i'om Meadows. 

Teachers: Mr. McDougall, Mr. W. Sherman, Miss Springstein. 
Miss Parker, Miss Lange, Miss Thornstein, Miss Barker (Mrs. 
Oatway), Miss Cross, Miss Briggs (Mrs. P. Beachel!). Miss E. 
Wood (Mrs. Longmoor). Miss McIntyre (Mrs. Barker). Miss 
Morris (Mrs. Lanthier), Miss Ward (Mrs. Lampshire), Miss 
Ritter. Miss B. Wood (Mrs. W. Tully), Miss Jordan (Mrs. 
Gislason). Miss Moffat, Miss Kemp (Mrs. Grant). Miss Jean 
McCullough. Miss Fletcher, Miss Bohick, Miss Gunn, Mr. T. 
Rothwell. Miss Bergen (Mrs. Etherington), Miss Wiesner (Mrs. 
Bachler), Mr. J. Goosen, Mr. W. Schellenberg. Mrs. Falkingham. 
Mr. J. Daoust. Miss Martens, Mrs. B. Norberg. Mr. A. Matshw, 
Mrs. E. Geji'eiter. 

Class or 1950 - IVli'adows School - 1'0111 Rorhwel!. Ti'acher 

DOWN MEMORY LANE reprinted/i'om M eadoH's 
Centennial 1970 

Meadows S.D. No. 1365 - what comes to your mind as you 
recollect school days 1934-1943? 

My first recollection is starting school at Eastertime, knowing 
not one word ol English hut meeting a most understanding 
teacher who could communicate without language - Miss L. 
Kemp. It was muddy - as is usual at Meadows at Eastertime - and 
I could not .find my mbhers - there seemed to he so many halls, 
stairs and cloakrooms in that new school. Miss Kemp came to the 
rescue, found m)' ruhhers and helped me on to the buggy. 
Remember how it was? Reimers and Brauns dro),e one horse 
buggies cast, Roy Stratton galloped his Shetland pony in the 
same direction. ''The Camp" drOl'e a team hitched to a democrat 
westH'ard as did Annie. Mary and Johnny Bais in their buggy. 
Bertram Jacklin rode south Oil his light palomillo pony alld Vic 



and Joan Hagborg headed north and so school was orer for 
another day. In the winter the fathers had to come to our aid and 
at 4 0' clock half a dozen box sleighs could be seen parked at 
Kroeker's (later Dowler's) General Store. Fathers picked up the 
mail, exchanged ideas and neVI's items (nel'er gossiped) and 
waitedfor their sons and daughters to be dismissed. 

Inside the school building Miss Kemp was the key to all 
activities. It seemed to me then, she taught effortlessly and 
discipline problems were non-existent. We did 'reading, and 
'riting and 'rithmetic with plenty ()f art work thrown in for 
mriety. There was ah\'(/ys a library ()fperennial fa\'Orities - Anne 
of Green Gahles, Hans Brinker and the Silver Skates, Black 
Beauty, etc. for those who were finished their work and for the 
smallfi-y there were puzzles in the bottom right hand drawer and 
books ()f knowledge on the lef!. 

On occasion two or three privileged pupils were gil'en 
permission to "clean up in the little room". What filll we had 
tidying up shefl'es of delicate Science experiment equipment and 
did we sometimes rummage in the old t/'/lnk and perchance find 
the Santa Suit? "The little room" had to be neat and tidy because 
the puhlic health nurse, Miss Blair, might be there any day to 
make us say "ah" and weigh and measure us. "The little room" 
was then her (~ffice. On ordinary winter days it was Miss Kemp's 
pri\'{lte cloak room. There hung that gorgeous cur!.v !J!ack 
Persian lamb coat and underneath stood high-heeled black velvet 
Ol'ershoes. The dream ()f every girl's heart! 

Remember Valentine's Day? Hoas and Malmas bring milk, 
Norbergs and Reimers bring cream, Hagborgs and \loths bring 
eggs, Brauns and Bais bring sugar, Jacklins brings ./i"eezer etc. 
and on February 14 while we stood three deep around her desk, 
Miss Kemp measured, mixed and stirred. The boys crushed the 
ice and tumedfi'eezer handles and by 2:30 p.m. we were ready 
for heaping dishes of the most delicious ice-cream I have ever 
eaten. So what (f a few grains (){salt and afeVl' chllnks (){ice had 
fallen into the ice-cream mixture ,l'Ilen the hoys opened the lid to 
peek inside. 

Arbor Day in May meant rakes for boys and rags for girls - by 
4 0' clock the three acre yard was spic and span, trees weeded, 
f70wers planted, Foors and desks waxed and polished and if all 
went well we'd have potatoes baked in the bOl!fire along with our 
usual sandwiches for our noon lunch. 

Picnic in June, Meadows community turned out infiillj()rce at 
Assiniboine HCll'en. Races for all. Boot and Shoe was the only 
one I could erer win. I was a slow J'lInner hllt Erna and I alwa)'s 
wore identical shoes and as long as we each had one right and 
one left shoe we were oft and winning. Remember the near 
tragedy when Vic Norberg was caught in the current ()f the 
Assilliboine River and Mr. Bais dived in to rescue him? Mr. Bais 
spit out his dentures along with the muddy river water but qfter 
all the men had dug into their pockets, he was able to replace 
them shortly. Another year there was a newly-wed couple 
dressed in identical powder blue slack suits strolling hand in 
hand along the shady river bank. Later they joined the crowdfor 
salads, sandwiches and cookies. Lemonade was made on the spot 
in 5 gallon cream cans. You don't recct/I them? Pat and Norman 
Harris, of course. 

December brought the Christmas Concert. Tests were 
completed in NOl'ember so we could "Practice in the hall". 
There were always drills - remember making hundreds ()f red 
crepe paper roses for the "Rose Drill" ? Or do you remember the 
blue crepe paper dresses that /'lIstled as we waltz-stepped to 
"Alice Blue Gown"? While practice was proceeding in orderly 

fashion on stage, a horrible smell wafted lip from the rear of the 
hall -o/z yes, some smart guy had yielded to temptatioll alld 

dropped a halloon or an eraser through the hig square ./loor 
register at the back ()j'the hall and it landed directly on the red 
hot coal .Ii/mace below. The smell was with us al! afternoon. 

Mrs. Jacklin faitJ!/iilly plaved the piano for us as lj'e marched 
into position 011 the stage to sing. What we lacked in technical 
perfection o{ pCl/oJ'lnance we made up with glowing enthllsiasm 
and excitement! After all, the girls were al! wearing their "once 
a year" new dresses' Midway through the concert Mr. Mvkle 
always received a telegram saying Santa's sleigh had hroken 
down hut he hoped he'd he ahle to come. He always did. With a 
"H 0, H 0, H 0," he'd (Mr. Wysocki) come stomping in .limn the 
hack door to hand out gifts: one .Ii·om the school hoard, oncji'olll 
Miss Kemp and a red or green cheesecloth drawstring hag 
containing peanllts, mixed candy and an orange. 

Lucillc KClllp. rcacher a/ Meai/ol\',I' 
1928-1942. 

For the girls there were 
other social highlights. Miss 
Kemp spent man)' a winter 
recess teaching us to knit, 
weal'e, crochet and emhroi
der. During the war years the 
Grade 7 and 8 girls were 
allowed to attend the ladies' 
aFternoon Red Cross meet
ings. We hrought them to the 
meeting and sat quieti\' hy 
y\,hile the\' conducted their 
husiness meeting - then the 
thrill to he se/'l'ed dainty 
sandwiches, cakes CInd cook
ies and tea like ladies. Mrs. 

Hllnter took the troll/)Ie to help liS Cllt pale hlue ./lannelette 
sleeper sets and layettes which we took home to sew/i)r (he Red 
Cross. A.f/;hans were also woven, emhroidered or crocheted. 
These were rqft7ed and proceeds went to the Red Cross as wei!. 

Boys spent more oj' their time at foothall and hockeY (or 
perhaps sl7loking the odd cigarette hehind the /)a/'ll). We were al! 
l'ery hllsy. Who says the little olle-room school house had 
nothing to ()tjer? We thought it did! 

- Elizaheth Doell (lice Liz:ie Reimer) 

Class oll954 - Meadows School, Miss WeisllCi'. reacher 
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WOODSWORTHSCHOOL 

It has been nearly impossible to find much in the way of 
information on the Woodsworth School. There has even been 
much controversy over whether it was ever in Rosser 
Municipality. It was situated across the road from the Ed Davis 
farm. It's not certain when the first school was built but it was in 
existence prior to 1908 when the school boundaries were 
changed and the School District of Brooklands #1440 was 
formed. This came into being with By-Law #122 of the Rural 
Municipality of Rosser at a council meeting on December 14, 
1907. All the different parcels of land stated in this By-Law were 
transferred to the Brooklands School District. This brought the 
Woods worth School District into the Brooklands School District. 
This then became a Union School District. 

The school was a wood frame building that housed two 
classrooms. It was named after a well known Winnipeg minister -
J.S. Woodsworth. He was also known as a founder of the Co
operative Commonwealth Federation Party, or the CCF, as it was 
more commonly known. This political party was the forerunner 
of today's New Democratic Party (NDP). 

In the early to mid-50's the school was also used as an 
immunization clinic where mothers from outlying areas would 
bring their babies and little tots for vaccinations and inoculation 
shots. 

No one seems to know when the school ceased to be used or 
when it was demolished. It is almost as though it never existed. 

There are no records of the teachers there; however, the 
following is a list of the Principals after the school became part 
of the Brooklands School District: G.H. Blackwell, 1911-1918; 
J.T. Cressey, 1918-1933; S.N. Krawchyk, 1933-1943; P. 
Lanham, 1943-1955; J. Lyzum, 1956-closure. 

BROOKLANDS SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1440 

The school district of Brooklands was formed on December 
14, 1907 as a result of By-law No. 122 of the RM of Rosser. 

The school was a two-storey, white, frame structure which, 
for many years, was known only as the "White School". It was 
built in 1908. School district boundaries were readjusted on 
November 14, 1908 which brought the Woods worth School into 
the Brooklands School District and thus it became a Union 
District. 

With the rapid growth of the Village of Brooklands, the 
school soon became overcrowded, necessitating the erection of 
another facility. In 1911 a red brick building was built, which 
became the "Red School". It contained six classrooms and had a 
basement. This school sat on the corner of Pacific A venue and 
Dee Street. The school had to be enlarged in 1914 as enrolment 
escalated to 387 students. The new addition housed a domestic 
science room, a demonstration room, a gymnasium, and a 
moving-picture room, as well as extra classrooms. This made the 
building into a two-storey unit with 17 classrooms. In the 
basement they installed toilet rooms, a swimming pool, and 
manual training rooms, making this one of the most modern, up
to-date education centres around at that time. 

The Assembly Room was large enough to accommodate 500 
people. Ample provision was made for expansion and it was 
constructed so that expansion could be done without sacrifice to 
the original structure. The north part of the Red School suffered 
some damage as a result of a cyclone in 1921. The decision was 
made to add six more classrooms to the school while they were 
making repairs. 
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These two schools, along with Woods worth School, educated 
all of the children in the surrounding area until 1956 when the 
first section of Brooklands Collegiate was built. In 1959 the 
Brooklands School District became part of the Assiniboine North 
School Division. 

UlslU School No. 17561'rior 101950 

ULSTER SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1756, 
NE 11-12-2E 

The first meeting of the district was held on November 29, 
1914 and the following members were nominated to the board: 
H. Hooper, W. Howard and J. Fox. A. Bailey was appointed 
secretary and W. Grieve, auditor. 

At a meeting held on December 30, 1914 the board decided to 
rent an empty building on SE 2-12-2E, owned by William 
Scroggie. as a temporary school. On January 23, 1915, business 
was suspended pending the decision to form a consolidated 
school to include the Ulster district. 

On April 10, 1915 a loan was arranged for $1,500 by an issue 
of debentures to purchase a site and erect and furnish a school. 
The southeast two acres of NE ll-12-2E was chosen as the site 
and in August of that year the contract was let for the 
construction of the school at a cost of $1,390. Later a stable for 
the horses was built. 

In 1924 the ratepayers of Ulster School District No. 1756 
petitioned for a change in boundaries. The reason was that the 
winter snow and wet weather in summer made access to the 
school difficult. The ratepayers felt that the school would serve 
all more fairly if it was relocated on what was then Stony 
Mountain Road. The resulting judgement read: "In the matter of 
the petition of certain ratepayers of the School District of 
Lilyfield and the Union School district of Stony Mountain and 
Ulster asking for the formation of a school district to be 
comprised of section 13, 14, 15, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 34, 35, 
and 36, all in township 12 and range 2 East of the Principal 
Meridian in Manitoba N 1/2 and SW 1/4 of 26-12-2E, NW 1/4 of 
23-12-2E to be transferred from the School District of Ulster No. 
1756 to the School District of Stony Mountain No. 294." The 
petition was not approved, the transfer to Stony Mountain was 
not granted. 

On April 27,1950 a petition was sent to the Rural 
Municipality to change the boundaries and to transfer the S 1/2 of 
2-12-2E, W 1/2 of 1-12-2E, Lot 7, Plan 1793, SE 2-12-2E, Lots 



4, 10, 16, Plan 980 from Ulster School District No. 1756 to 
Wentworth School District No. 180 I. This transfer was approved 
effective January I, 195 I. 

Minutes show that monies were voted for the purchase of 
Christmas presents for the school children, as welI as treats for 
summer picnics. The teacher of the school also served as 
caretaker. 

A teacherage was built in 1945 and in 1950 a new school 
costing approximately $ I 5,000 replaced the original. By this time 
the site had moved from NE I I - 12-2E to NW I I - 12-2E. 

Ulster district became part of the Interlake Division in 1967 
and the school building was moved to Warren to .serve as an 
additional classroom. It was stilI being utilized in 1992. 

Teachers: Miss Mills, Mr. Allygard, Miss S. Blokland, R. 
Holloway, Mary Kenny, Rita Phillips, Mrs. Jean Scott, Marion 
Hamilton, Mae SmaIl, Mrs. M. Davidson, R. Williams, Dorothy 
Summerton, Marguerite DePage, Mrs. J. Johnson, Mrs. V. Smith, 
Mrs. L. Loeb, Miss Klassen, Mr. Bilych. 

Ulsler School sllidellls. 1943-44 

WENTWORTH SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1801 

The first Wentworth school was a wooden structure called 
Wentworth Hall. When a location was needed for a church in the 
area, a few ladies - including a Mrs. Digby and a Mrs. 
Greenwood, residents of the district - approached Mark Fortune, 
who was a well-known land owner in and around Winnipeg, 
about obtaining land for the church. Mr. Fortune kindly donated 
a piece of land at the southwest corner of Inkster Boulevard and 
King Edward Street (where Stanley Knowles School now stands) 
then a part of the Rural Municipality of Rosser. 

The exact date that Wentworth Hall opened its doors to 
students is not known but the building served as a church, a 
Sunday school, and a haIl, as welI as a public school. It was later 
destroyed by fire in 194 I. A larger brick school was built in 
19 I 6. Wentworth Hall was destroyed by fire in 194 I. 
Wentworth School was located approximately three quarters of a 
mile north of Wentworth Hall on Rosser Road. Classes began in 
the new facilities in September, 19 I 6. 

Families living east of Keewatin Street, in Winnipeg, sent 
their children to Wentworth as it was the closest school. The area 
around Wentworth School was known as Dairy town because of 
the many dairies in the area. 

Wentworth School closed its doors for good in June, 1962 and 
on April 22, 1963 a Rosser bylaw authorized the transfer of land 

\Vcnl\t'orrh School No. ISOI, 1916-1962 

and school buildings known as Wentworth School to the City of 
Winnipeg. 

On September 17, 1988 a reunion of close to 200 former 
Wentworth students and teachers was held at the Lincoln Motor 
Inn. This event was organized by Julian DeGrave who acted as 
emcee for the occasion. 

Sadly, alI the old homes and dairies of this district have long 
since gone, either torn down, burned down, or moved away as 
was Wentworth School itself. The "vanished" prairie where 
crocuses and buttercups once grew, is now a part of Winnipeg 
City with paved streets, many new houses and landscaped lawns, 

Teachers: Marion Buckley, Margaret S. Mathews, John R. 
Maills, R.E. Brown, Maurice Sanger. Myra Atkinson, Annie 
Mills, Mary McKenzie, Mary J. Parkins, Harold A. Whitefield, 
Annie M. Beldon, Emily Cox, Margarite Tod, Caroline Irene 
McCleod, Louise Neilson, Mr. Johnson, Beatrice May Williams, 
William G. Johnson, Margaret Cynthia Heming, David A. 
Brown. Lena Quiring, Grace E. Steves, Mrs. Leah Bourke. Alvin 
Bartley CampbelI, Dameris Baggaley Robinson, Mary E. Mazur, 
Mrs. K.A. Snatinchuk, Mrs. Marie Cosens, Mr. Kowalchuk. 

Children at a Wcnlll'orrh School picnic 
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Phipps School No. 2004,1921-1967 

PHIPPS SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2004, 
SE 31-12-1E 

reprinled./i'O/n Rosser Ripples 

The school was built on land purchased ./i'om Mr. George 
Laing Sr. on 31-12-1 E. It was named in honour ol Mr. J.W. 
Phipps, a resident of the community for many years, who 
presented his plea to the arhitration hoard and won the school 
for that location, which seemed the most central for the resideilfs, 
Thefirst trustees were: Mr, John Stewart (Jack), Mr. E.G. Hickey 
Sr., and Mr, Thomas Bowler, The opening ()l the school was 
celehrated with a hig oyster supper, 

Studies began there on January 4, 1921 with twelve children 
enrolled and Miss Anne E. Scott in charge. She stayed at the J.T. 
McQuay home, hall a mile south (il the school. At that time the 
area was just bald prairie, so a 'vI'ind hreak was planted about 
1927. Since the well was rather inadequate, especially in the 
winter, in the early days, monitors were detailed to take a horse 
and huggy down to Frank Barkers, a third mile south of the 
school for their water supply. 

The Barkers were l'ery usejiil neighbours as it was in their 
harn the pupils housed their horses in winter until a small barn 
was built at the school two years later. Many years after Willis 
Hickey, one (d' the jirst class of students there, hought the bam 
for a granary. He was also the first caretaker, receiving $8.00 a 
month to keep thefires going, sweep out etc. The /i/l'lwce he had 
to cope with was quite unique. and singularly unsati-l/actory. It 
was a "ductless /imwce" with a huge pipe three to four feet 
across rising up through the class room/7oor tofirefeet ahol'e it. 
There was a wire screen over the top to stop things being 
dropped down. To pre\'ent children./i'om being burnt a handsome 
wooden box was built around it. howel'er. this also prel'ented the 
children ./i'om keeping warm as no heat escaped except from the 
top. heating only the upper air. Consequently a small stove was 
placed at the ./i'ont (il the room. This arrangement was tolerated 
til! about 1945 tl'hen a coal stoker system and forced air ducts 
were installed. In 1949. with the adl'ent of electricity throughout 
the community. a much appreciated new light was shed on their 
studies. Grades up to eight were taught by the teacher and pupils 
in 9. 10 and 11 took correspondence courses under her 
supervision, the latter was discontinued in 1958. 
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In 1958 a new foundation was Imilt and the old building 
mOl'ed on to it. At the same time a ne\\' oilfilrnace was installed 
and tile replaced the old oiled pooring. PIIII71hing was also pllt 
in then taking O\'er ./i'om the old "chemical toilets" which had 
been considered \'oy admnced in their day. 

In the fall oll965 grades se\'en and eight were tran.lferred to 
Stonewall. After the 1966-67 school year Phipps closed it doors 
on its last pupils. The huilding was occasionally used for 
meetings and social el'ents ajter that. as it had in the past. but it 
burned down in 1968. 

Teachers: Anne E. Scott, Erna Abrahams. Muriel N. Soole. 
Margaret Coreliner. Alice M. Belton. Marjorie B. P/iefer, DE. 
Slagerman. Verna Halstead. Juel A. Grose. Jean MacClelland. 
Gladys M. Ba}'/'. Edith S. Bethel. Pearl Sloane. ED. Kabernick. 
Winn(ji'ed Galbraith. Helen K. Briske. M.J. McLauglzlin. Audrey 
O. Chubey. Edna Elder. Catherine J. Camphel!. Bernice 
Allinson. Viola M. Smith. 

Phipps School in Ihe 1940's 
Back: Donalda Slell·a/'l. Doreen Sle\\,a/'l. Lenore While. Lillian Cannon. Vema 
While . .Iohn Harris. 3rd ROll': Glen Sle\\,a/'l. Charles M. SlfI\'(//'I, Bill Rigg{dl, 
Ross Qades, Alec SIC\\'(//'I. 2nd Ro\\': Noel Hicker. Mllrray Siell'a/'l. Lyla While. 
Charles D. Sle\\'arl. George Harris. MlII:iorie Laing. Fuml: Arlenc While. Bcn'l 
Slc\\,a/'l. Dorcen Laing. Dororhv Slc\\'arl. £"clyn Cannon. Kcilh Slc\\,a/'l. Kcnny 
Sle\\'arl 

Phipps School- .Il1nc 1967 
Back: Mrs. Viola SII/ilh (leachcr). Connic Dc Pllllcr. Donnic Slc\\'arl. W{dler 
Sle\\,a/'l. Frcd Harris. Belsy Dc Pllller, Shirler SICI\'(//'I. BoiJ Siell'a/'l. Wm'ne 
TllriJUI. Palll Barker. 
2nd Ro\\': Healher Slc\\'a/'l, Lwlia Ba/'lel. Palll Harris . .Iill/II/ie Blliler. Gail 
Harris, Glen TllriJell. Ma/'lin Ba/'lel. Bmcc SICI\'(/rl. 
Frolll: Da\\'ne Sle\\,a/'l. Blakc Barker. Silsan De Pllller. Valerie Blliler, Kalhy 
TllriJcll. Keh'in SI('\\'{//'I. Karl Ba/'lel. 
Missing - Shelley Sle\\'arl 



Kelsey School No. 2318 

KELSEY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2318, 
NE 17-11-1E 

The Sturgeon Creek Hutterite Colony purchased the Innes 
property in 1938. It started with five families and by 1939 when 
the first school was built there were eleven families at the 
colony. The first teacher drove from Headingley every morning 
and in winter came by horse and cutter to teach English to the 
children at a salary of $115 a month. 

A bigger school was built in the 40's to accommodate the 
growing number of families living in the Sturgeon Creek 
Colony. 

The average number of students attending school is 16 but 
this year, 1992, there are 21 students. Their school day begins at 
8:00 a.m. and goes through until 5:00 p.m. Their curriculum is 
history, math, spelling and reading. German is taught from 8:00 
until 9:00 a.m. and again from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. English is 
taught from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Music is taught on 
Saturday mornings from 8:00 until II :00 a.m. 

The colony has a very well-equipped playground for their 
students: four swings, a volleyball net, baseball diamond, and a 
sandbox play pen for their younger students. Dodge ball is 
another summer sport. A skating rink is maintained in the winter 
for skating and hockey. Students do not compete outside the 
colony. 

The parents and the head boss were the trustees of the school 
and Bernard Grafton was the superintendent of the Hutterite 
Colony Schools. In 1957 Kelsey School became part of the 
Rosser Municipal School Division No. 2356. 

Teachers: William Braun, Bernice McDougald, Jessie 
McDonald, Wendy Rutherford, Bob Krysko, Bob MitchelL 
Alvin Matski, Diane Bender, Melody Elliot, Pat Crockatt, Nancy 
Kaleta, George Buchkowski, Gail Buchkowski, David Mandell, 
Agatha Warkentin. 

A handful of common sense is worth a 
bushel of learning. 

SPANISH PROVERB 

KENSINGTON SCHOOL NO. 787, NE 31-1E 

Kensington School was formed in 1894. It was built on 
25-12-1 W on a lot donated by Walter James in a location 
completely surrounded by bush. The first trustees were: R. 
Kellett, W. Jull and W. James. Mr. Clendenning was the first 
teacher. The school was used until a decision was made to find a 
more central location. 

In 1910 a new Kensington School opened on NW 30-12-1 E 
which had been purchased from Robert Simpson. When the 
Grosse Isle Consolidated School was formed in 1919 this 
Kensington School was remodelled and was a home to several 
families. It was subsequently destroyed by fire in 1991. 

KellsillglOIl SciJool No. 787. 18W-1919 

GROSSE ISLE SCHOOL NO. 1975, NE 31-12-1E 

Grosse Isle COlisolidllled No. 1975. 1920-1975 

The original Grosse Isle School No. 696 was built on 4-13-1 E, 
property supplied by Joseph Hagerman. The school opened in 
August, 1892 with II students. The teacher was Mr. Cressey and 
the board included W.G. Styles, Tom Madill and Joseph 
Hagerman. This school operated until Grosse Isle Consolidated 
School District was formed in 1919. Ten acres was then 
purchased from Fred Beachell on NE 31-12-1 E. The trustees 
decided on a brick and stone construction. A four-room school 
opened in September, 1920 and Grosse Isle No. 696 and 
Kensington schools were closed. The first teachers were Miss. K. 
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Origillal Grosse Isle School No. 696.1892-1919 

Matheson, Miss R. McBratney and Miss. K. Madill. The school 
operated as a three-room school for many years and as a two
room school when attendance was low. 

The Interlake School Division was formed in 1959. This 
included the municipality of Rockwood, Rosser and Woodlands. 
Warren Collegiate opened in 1961 with grades nine through 
twelve. 

In 1968, after several community meetings, it was decided to 
have grades one to four from both Rosser and Grosse Isle attend 
school in Rosser and grades five to eight from both districts 
attend school in Grosse Isle. This allowed for single grade classes 
in Warren. 

Grosse Isle COllsolido/ed Schoo/'s/irs/ class 1920-21 

Manitoba Centennial and Grosse Isle School's 50th 
Anniversary were both celebrated in 1970. A highlight of that 
summer was a reunion of former teachers and pupils. 

When a consulting engineer's report in 1973 stated that 
Rosser School was unworthy of repair and the cost of renovating 
Grosse Isle School was too large, the school board decided to 
built a "pre-engineered" school at each location. These schools 
were opened in 1975. The Tyndallstone nameplate from the 
Grosse Isle School was saved and later became the centre of the 
cairn erected in front of the new school. 
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Grosse Isle School. 1993 

Many changes have occurred in the education of elementary 
students in recent years. The exposure of the French program 
today has led to an increase in bilingualism among youths. 
Instead of having two 40-minute classes per week, basic French 
is now taught on a daily basis with the emphasis being placed on 
oral communication. 

In 1981 a band program was set up in Grosse Isle, Warren and 
Woodlands Schools. This was well-received by both students and 
parents. Many children who learned to play musical instruments 
in the bands, might not otherwise have had the opportunity to do 
so. In 1986 students from grade 7 and 8 flew to Ottawa to attend 
a band festival. What an experience! The local band booster 
group helps to raise funds for instruments, bus trips or other 
necessities. The band students have been taught by: E. Manteufil, 
1982-85; C. Chamberlain, 1985-89; D. Horbas, 1989-91; C. 
Chamberlain, 1991-93. 

In the early 1980's pupils in Grosse Isle were introduced to 
computer science. Bill Campbell shared his vast knowledge of 
computers with his students. Bill later became the first computer 
co-ordinator for the division. Today, a program utilizing personal 
computers heIps to develop students' awareness of computers, 
word processing programs, typing skills and also assists in 
instruction in other subjects. 

All grade 7 and 8 students take a Life Skills program which 
allows boys and girls to participate in both Home Economics and 
Shop. Students in grades 5 to 8 are taught units on family life 
which encourage students to develop skills and attitudes which 
contribute to making good decisions about their families and 
themselves. An extensive Physical Education program offers 
volleyball, basketball, cross-country running, track and field, 
badminton and curling, with inter-school competition through the 
year. A speech language pathologist, a resource teacher, a 
guidance councillor and a psychologist are available to students 
needing their expertise. 

Our young people have all had the experience of taking part in 
the Rockwood Festival of the Arts. Grosse Isle choirs, under the 
direction of Marie Cosens, have given outstanding performances. 
Our children have recited poetry, been part of a choral reading 
choir, danced, played the piano or the organ, spelled in a 
competition or given a speech in French. The experience is 
invaluable to them when they go on to high school. 

Not to be forgotten are the Christmas concerts. What would 
the Christmas season be without attending a school concert? 



Whether it was 50 years ago or just last year, it is a special time 
for children and parents - a time to remember. 

Broadening of the curriculum has provided so many 
opportunities for today's elementary students. With the careful 
guidance and supervision of the teachers, and with the facilities 
available, they can take advantage of these opportunities to be 
well prepared for high school. 

Teachers: Miss K. Madill, Miss K. Matheson, Miss R. 
McBratney, Miss E. Robinson, Miss C. Allingham, Bess 
Chambers, Ella Wilson, Miss S. Eggerston, Lena Copeland, Miss 
E.K. Gardner, Mr. J.B. Stewart, Miss G. Whitmore, Miss L. 
Lovatt, Miss I. Robinson, Miss E. Tait, Miss M. Fraser, Miss M. 
Oastler, Miss L. McPhedran, Miss F. Simpson, Miss K. Avery, 
Miss F. Campbell, Mr. J. Carmichael, Miss R. Fairlie, Miss H. 
Martin, Mrs. S. Tyler, Mr. G. Lecoq, Miss W. Brush, Miss B. 
Peron, Mr. W. Hunkewich, Miss L. Campbell, Mr. A. Peterson, 
Miss H. Taylor, Miss E. Reid, Miss E. Lord, Miss M. Dewar, 
Miss I. Cheyne, Mr. E. Naskar, Miss C. Cumming, Miss L. 
Kuzyk, Mr. W.J. Dutka, Miss J. King, Miss B. Aldcroft, Mrs. B. 
Siska, Mrs. V. Gemmill, Miss D. Hogg, Mr. R. Sontag, Miss G. 
Thomas, Miss J. Sandmoen, Miss E. McLaren, Miss E. Van 
Wyck, Miss D. Laser, Miss R. Cruikshanks, Miss R. Riddell, Mr. 
B. Nazarowich, Mr. H. Thiessen, Mrs. B. Siska, Mrs. D. Palmer, 
Mrs. R. Gross, Miss M. Sheldon, Miss C. Rumak, Miss 
Buchanan, Miss M. McKinnon, Miss C. Grant, Mrs. E. Noren, 
Mr. H. Syrett, Mr. W. Campbell, Miss J. Carlson, Mrs. B. 
Cannons, Mrs. N. Roshon, Miss M. Cramer, Mrs. M. Cosens, 
Mrs. J. McComb, Mrs. A. Watson, Mrs. D. Friesen, Mr. E. 
Masters, Mrs. D. Palmer, Mr. R. Metcalfe, Mr. Ellis Woods, Mrs. 
C. Nowroski, Mr. B. DuGray, Mrs. L. Lillebo, Mrs. E. Heaps. 

L-R. Jack Lehmall. Rose Rollallder. Alicc Lefler. Ilia Harris. May Pellllillg. Alllli 
Sheldoll. LOllette Lamh. George Bohier. Frallk Alldersoll-Class ()lI922 

I-r: hack - K. Mlllligall . .1. Jewell. W. OalWay. D. Kroll. C. Grosse. E. Brallll. R. 
Rllthelj(ml. P. Blair . .1. Coggall. D. Norherg . .1. Voth: 
celllre - M. Cosells (teacher). T. Hlldsoll. D. Rohillsoll. M. Clarke. B. Ol/i'rI. C. 
Rawlllk, L. LecII),er, T. Shllra, N. Ryall, T.L. Bre)j(lgle, L. Seidle; 
ji"olll - M. Vall Kemellacle. G. Neale, K.I-Iarris. L. Hallick. M.L. .10hIlSOIl, A. \loth. 
C. Fettermall, K. Bahlwill alld L. Combat. 

WESTFIELD NO. 750/ROSSER VILLAGE 
SCHOOL/ROSSER ELEMENTARY 

SW 7-12-1E 

Rosser School. 1919-1975 

The story of this school begins with a meeting held in July, 
1893 in the waiting room of the CPR station at Rosser. The 
purpose of the meeting was to elect trustees, namely, H.J. 
Beachell, H.W. Smith, and G.c. Nagy with Wesley House as 
auditor. 

The ratepayers authorized the above group to raise $700 by 
way of a loan to erect a schoolhouse on SW 7-12-1 E. A copy of 
the original contract containing all the specifications shows that 
John Carr of Springfield, Manitoba tendered and was given a 
contract for $500. 

In October of that same year school opened with Hugh 
McCullough of Stonewall as teacher: salary $40 per month. A 
carload of wood was purchased, cost $2.00 per cord, to heat the 
school. Site of the schoolhouse was on the north side of the 
street, several people remember the flag pole being there long 
after the school had gone. Land was donated by Mr. Wickson of 
Winnipeg. 

A student was hired to light the school fires and sweep for 10 
cents a day. Holidays were divided to allow one month at 
Christmas and one month during the summer. Even in those 
difficult times, the board saw fit to include music in the 
curriculum. An entry in 1898 shows an organ was purchased at a 
cost of $26. Thirty yards of material bought for $4.80 curtained 
the windows. Also the first barn was built in 1898. This was a 
joint financial effort of the school district and church groups. 

In 1903, after many controversial meetings to discuss whether 
to keep the small school or build a larger one, a single line entry 
in the minute book resolves the issue. "School burned August 5." 
An act of fate no doubt. 

Classes were moved to Price's Hall above the store until fall 
of 1904 when the new 50-pupil school was complete. This served 
until 1918 when classes were separated by moving grades 7,8 
and 9 to the upstairs of the Municipal Hall. 

Miss Steen of Carberry was the first high school teacher and 
she prepared the first Rosser class to sit for provincial entrance 
examinations. These were written at term end in the Isaac Brock 
School in Winnipeg. That year students Ruth Price, Irene 
Corbett, Henry Steeves, John Beachell, Mary Topolniski, Nora 
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James, Eva Price, Alice Childerhose, George Little, Isabel 
Robertson and Lloyd Slagerman were registered to take the 
exams. 

In 1919 the school grounds were bought from E. Price, eight 
acres at $125 per acre. In 1921 Mr. Park sold the school district 
one and three quarter acres adjoining for $150 per acre. The 
school was built in 1919 at an initial cost of $11,000 with a 
further loan of $3,500 required to complete and equip it. Two 
main-floor rooms held classes while the upstairs was used for 
public gatherings. Messrs. J. Bergey, W.H. Beachell, and Dave 
Slagerman were trustees at that time and Mrs. Effa Howe was 
elected in 1920 to become Rosser's first female school trustee. 

Rosser High School class - 1951 
Back Roll': Helell Mulligall. GI\'CI/ Mulligall, .loa II Cmss. Johalilia /10Itll/{IIlIl, 
El'eiYll Wedge, .lack IVlcClary, DOll Bergey. Delillis Mulligall. Murray Cross, 
Theo Holtll/I/iill, DOll Cross, Mr. T.c. BrI/lie (teacher) 
Frollt Roll': IrCl/e Hm'ixiJeck, Flowl Mulligall. HellI/ut Holtll/allll, Barry Ewillg, 
Virgillia Cmss, ROllald Ewillg, Missillg - Beryl Millaka 

Rosser Village School, 1956: prillcipallvlr. Yanni£' 

The old Rosser Village School, built in 1919, continued to be 
used until 1975 when a new steel building was erected and the 
old one demolished. The new Rosser Elementary School initially 
housed grades I to 4. In 1988 grade levels changed and remain 
kindergarten to grade 3. 

Westfield School 
Teachers, 1893-1903: Hugh McCullough, Annie Shannon, 

Katie Lucy, J. Egaliou, Nellie Reckie, Nora Malcolm, Laura 
Williams, Belle Glennie, 1. Robson. 
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No information available from 1904-1915. 
Teachers, 1915-1919: 1. Whitelaw, E. McArthur, 1. Steen. 

Rosser Village School 
Teachers, 1919-1992: Elizabeth Weller. Margaret Shaw, 

Mabel Prout, Jean McIntyre, Ida Graham, Vyra Somerville, 
Luella Telfer, Winnifred Woodhull. D. Gislason, H. Dahlgren, 
Helen Owen, Lorene Ritz, Madeline Bretz, Anna Switzer, 
Marion Romanche, Gertrude Carson, Kitty Aird, Doris Webb, 
Laura Lemon, Jessie Ross, Grace Wedge, Muriel Redpath, 
Dorothy Ryan, Beatrice Fraser, Alma Schiebe, Betty Blair, Ida 
Podolsky, Ruth Galbraith, Annie Jones, Dorothy Levine. T.e. 
Brune, Mary Bocek. M. Schwartz, J. Muriel, M. Yarmie. A.D. 
Cameron, E. Michaelovich, J. Brown, R. Boyd, K. Cosens, M. 
Minaker, M. Peleshok, A. Perras, W. Campbell, W. DiLazzaro, 
T. Cherniak, B. Buchanan, B. Doherty, J. Blair, L. Mulligan, D. 
Watson, L. Lillebo. E. Noren. 1. Taylor, M. Rempel, J. Hudson, 
G. Penner. V. Barker. D. Bender, D. Carlson, L. Lyons, A. 
Warkentin. 

MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ROSSER 
NO. 2356 

JANUARY 1, 1958 TO MARCH 31, 1967 

During the mid 1950's considerable concern was expressed by 
the parents and ratepayers of the school age children in the 
Municipality of Rosser with regard to the educational 
opportunities available to their children. 

Informational meetings were held at various locations in the 
municipality and a general consensus concluded that a municipal 
school district would provide the best opportunities within the 
means of the ratepayers. Consequently, By-Law No. 1141 was 
drafted comprising all lands located in the municipality excepting 
such lands as contained in the Union School Districts. The By
Law was given first reading on March 5, 1957 and amended to 
include Little Mountain Union School District No. 52 on April 2, 
1957. A vote was held resulting in 219 being in favour and 66 
opposed. 

The By-Law was signed by R.E. Ryan, Reeve, and Mrs. E.J. 
Burns, Secretary-Treasurer and became effective on January 1, 
1958. The following school districts were included in the new 
Rosser Municipal School District No. 2356; Wentworth No. 
1801, Little Mountain No. 52, Lilyfield No. 226, Gerrie No. 778, 
East Rosser No. 594, Rosser Village No. 750, West Rosser No. 
1246, Meadows No. 1365, and Kelsey No. 2318. 

Union School Districts, whose lands were not totally within 
the Municipality, were not part of the Municipal District. They 
were: Marquette No. 121, Grosse Isle, No. 1975, Phipps No. 
2004, Stony Mountain No. 294. Ulster No. 1756 and Brooklands 
No. 1440. 

Mr. R.E. Ryan, Mrs. E.J. Burns, Mrs. Alice Lawrence, Mr. 
W.A. Mulligan and Mr. H. Holtmann, gave freely of their time 
and talents in their efforts to establish the School District. 
Trustees were elected to represent each ward: Ward I, 1.Cross 
and N. Malmas; Ward 2, H. Holtmann and W.A. Mulligan; Ward 
3, Mrs. A. Lawrence and R.T. Comrie; and Ward 4, G. Braid and 
J. Oatway. Trustees who served during later years were W. 
Galbraith, James Rothwell and Alan Beachell. 

The oath of office was administered at the first meeting of the 
new board on January 2, 1958. R.T. Comrie was elected 
chairman and was re-elected annually for the full life of the 
Municipal District. Mrs. Marguerite Minaker served as secretary
treasurer and attendance officer from January, 1958 until August, 
1960 at which time Mrs. Pat Spurr assumed these duties and 



continued until March, 1967. Inspector George Sadler was of 
great assistance during all those years. The council of the RM of 
Rosser kindly allowed the trustees use of the back room at the 
Municipal Office for the meeting room and school board office. 

The new board decided that to cause the least disruption and 
in the best interests of all pupils all schools under their 
jurisdiction would complete the school year until June 30, 1958 
without major changes. This would provide several months lead 
time to implement proposed improvements for the fall term. 
Numerous meetings were held dealing with a diverse array of 
challenges including staffing, enrolment, transportation, 
transfers, courses, building maintenance and insurance to name a 
few. 

Some interesting information, from the original handwritten 
Minute Books now in the Provincial Archives, follows: 

- By-Law No. I, dated April 22, 1963, authorized the 
transfer of land and school buildings known as 
Wentworth School to the City of Winnipeg. 
- April 27, 1965 a letter was read approving transfer 
of land and buildings, the former East Rosser School 
property, to the Central Community Club. 
- By-Laws 1, 2, and 3, dated March 13, 1967, 
approved sale of the West Rosser site, the Little 
Mountain property, and the former Gerrie School site 
to the Municipality of Rosser for $1.00 each. 
- A challenging, interesting and educational 
experience for those trustees involved occurred when 
they were engaged in the process of salary 
negotiations, conciliation and arbitration in the spring 
of 1960. 
- A request was received from the Curriculum 
Branch of The Department of Education re a Pilot 
Course in teaching French to the grade 8 class at 
Rosser Village School for the years 1966-67, 
permission was granted. 

It is interesting to note in the audited statement of cash 
receipts and disbursements for the year ended December 31, 
1958, that receipts were $49,528.33 and expenditures were 
$42,527.13 leaving a balance on the year's operation of 
$7,001.20. Expenses were: Teachers (8), Salaries $24,064.13, 
caretaking, supplies, fuel, maintenance, (6 locations), $4,598.29, 
buildings (new), installations, furnishings and equipment 
$6,558.37 and all other costs including secretary-treasurer and 
trustee indemnity, library, classroom supplies, insurance, non
resident fees, transportation, etc., $7,306.34. Trustees received an 
annual indemnity of $150 per year plus 10 cents per mile or 
$7.00 per full day on school business outside the Municipality. 

The fuel tender for the 1965-66 heating season for the supply 
and delivery of No.2 furnace oil delivered to the various schools 
was awarded to Red River Co-Op at 14-1/2 cents per gallon. The 
salary schedule in effect for the teaching staff for a two-year 
period commencing September I, 1966 was as follows: 

Annual Salary 
Class I $3,300 minimum to $4,500 maximum 
Class 2 $3,600 minimum to $5,000 maximum 
Class 3 $3,800 minimum to $5,800 maximum 
Increments in all classes were $200 per year. 

Early in 1959 informational meetings sponsored by the 
Department of Education were held in many areas of the 
Interlake. Following a vote the new Interlake School Division 

No. 21 became responsible for all high school education. grades 
nine to twelve, effective September, 1959. The Rosser Municipal 
School District leased classrooms to the Interlake School District 
and were left with the responsibility for grades one to eight. As 
time went on it became apparent that improved educational 
opportunities could be provided if Interlake Division No. 21 
assumed responsibility for school education at all levels. The 
Interlake Division took over full responsibility on April I. 1967. 

The Trustees of the Rosser Municipal School District were 
grateful for the complete cooperation and understanding 
extended by the Department of Education, Inspector Sadler, 
teaching staff, parents, caretakers and all others involved in the 
administration and delivery of the best schooling system that 
could be provided. A real sense of dedication and understanding 
prevailed in an endeavour to provide the best educational 
opportunities within financial and physical means always 
keeping in mind that the utmost development of each child's 
potential was the ultimate goal. 

The last meeting of the Rosser Municipal School District No. 
2356 took place on March 28, 1967. Through the nine years and 
three months of service to the children and ratepayers, trustees 
faced many challenges, bore some disappointments and gained a 
great deal of satisfaction in having had the privilege of guiding 
educational development through a vital transition period. 

Rosser Elclllclililrr School. 1992 

INTERLAKE SCHOOL DIVISION 21 IN THE 
RMOFROSSER 

Interlake School Division No. 21 was established in 1959. The 
government of the day in Manitoba had decided that all small 
school districts should be amalgamated into larger regional 
school districts. Thus there were allocated some 50 school 
divisions created in the province, Interlake was designated 
Division No. 21. The RM of Rosser forms the southern portion 
of that school division. 

Elementary schools at Rosser and Grosse Isle both had 
students in grades 1 through 8. Consolidation was the trend at the 
time; however, to facilitate these communities students attended 
Rosser School from grades I to 4 then attended Grosse Isle 
School from grades 5 to 8. 

The construction of three major high schools at Teulon. 
Stonewall and Warren meant the closure of high schools at 
Rosser and Grosse Isle. Warren Collegiate opened in 1961. 
Students completing grade 8 at Grosse Isle were then bussed to 
Warren or Stonewall Collegiate for their high school education. 
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In the years of 1973-74 the old two-storey schools at Rosser 
and Grosse Isle were deemed too old to carryon even with 
further upkeep and maintenance. They were condemned and two 
new schools were built. These two schools are still very active, 
Rosser having kindergarten to grade 3 with 56 students and 
Grosse Isle School. grades 4 to 8 with 58 students. School 
enrollment has remained relatively stable over the last number of 
years and hopefully will continue to do so. 

As indicated in this history, the RM of Rosser has lost many 
of its schools over the last 100 years. Hopefully, God willing, the 
remaining schools at Rosser and Grosse Isle will carryon for 
another 100 years. 

- Fred Corbett 

CHANGES IN EDUCATION OVER THE LAST 
30-0DD YEARS 

Over the last 35 years many changes have taken place in the 
education system of our province. Every community, every 
school, every student has been affected by these changes and, of 
course, Rosser Elementary School, formerly Rosser Village 
School. is no exception. Changes have taken place in the 
organization of schools, in transportation, curriculum, staffing, 
social activity between the school and the community, evaluation 
procedures, teaching tools and in several other areas. 

When I began teaching at Rosser Village School in the fall of 
1956, I didn't realize that within a short time the government of 
the school would change rapidly from the local School Board to 
the Municipal School District of Rosser and then to the Interlake 
School Division. 

Change, however, does not always come easily. There were 
many problems that had to be solved, e.g., the location of schools 
and the distribution of grade levels. After many meetings and 
discussions and disagreements, it was finally decided that school 
policy for all schools would be decided by the Interlake School 
Division. Boundaries were outlined by the province and one 
School Board administered several schools. 

My first teaching assignment in Rosser Village School was to 
teach grades five to eight. There were two other teachers at this 
time. Yvonne Michaelewich taught the students from grades one 
to four and Michael Yarmie was the principal who also taught the 
students from grades nine to eleven. My teaching assignment 
changed several times over the next few years. After a couple of 
years I taught a grade nine class and there were three other 
classrooms as well. It was at this time that the second floor of the 
old school was converted from one large room which was used 
for community gatherings, school concerts, etc., to two good 
sized classrooms. 

I then became the Principal of the four-room school and 
shared my teaching duties of the students from grades nine to 

eleven with Keith Cosens. Keith went on to teach at Stonewall 
Collegiate and eventually became the Minister of Education for 
the Province of Manitoba. 

When the Interlake School Division came into effect in 1959, 
the Rosser high school students were transferred to larger schools 
in Warren and Stonewall and some of the students chose to 
complete their high school at the University of Winnipeg. Rosser 
Village School then housed students from grades one to eight. I 
taught the grade seven and eight classes for a couple of years and 
then I moved to Stonewall where I taught in the Stonewall 
Collegiate. This was in the early sixties. After this time, the 
distribution of students changed frequently according to 
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numbers. Most of the time, up to the present, the students from 
grades one to four in the Rosser and Grosse Isle areas have been 
transported by bus to Rosser Elementary School and the grades 
five to eight students attend Grosse Isle School. In very recent 
years, a kindergarten class has been established in Rosser 
Elementary School. 

The transportation of students has certainly changed over the 
years. In 1956 most students were driven to school by their 
parents. There were car pools as well. Several students would 
arrive together in station wagons or trucks with covered vans on 
the back. Now, most students arrive at school in school buses 
operated by the School Division. This new system appears to be 
much more efficient and has many advantages. Some students, 
however, spend as much time getting to school on the school bus 
as their grandparents did when they travelled to school in horse
drawn wagons and vans. 

Several changes have occurred over the years in staffing the 
school. As stated earlier, combined grades were common. 
Eventually, in the seventies, each teacher had only one grade to 
teach which was a definite improvement for the teacher and 

Mike. Walter. Fred alld A 1111 Husak goillg 10 school at East Rosser. 1939. 

Modem schooltrallsportatiol/ duril/g 1970's 

certainly for the students. The introduction of support staff in the 
division helps to enhance the education of all children. The 
schools receive regular visits from specialists such as the 
psychologist, speech pathologist and guidance counsellor. 



Students with special needs now receive assistance through 
teaching assistants assigned to the schools. Itinerant music 
teachers and French instructors have been hired to ensure that all 
students in the Division have an equal opportunity to receive the 
best education possible. Secretarial help is appreciated and 
contributes to an even smoother school operation. Another 
important, and sometimes forgotten, staff member is the school 
custodian. I like to think that Rosser Elementary School has been 
fortunate to have had custodians who cared about the school. A 
good custodian is an important member of the staff. 

Some of the curriculum changes that have been made over the 
past 30 or 40 years would boggle the minds of our ancestors. In 
fact, it hasn't been easy for many of us living at the present time 
to accept graciously some of the new ideas. In the early 1970's, 
Canada accepted the metric system as its basic system of weights 
and measures. What a drastic change! We had been forced to 
learn something about the metrics in our high school chemistry 
and physics classes. Once high school was over, most of us 
quickly forgot what we had learned. Reluctantly teachers, 
students and their parents, along with everyone else in Canada, 
had to learn all about metres and litres and kilometres. What a 
challenge to be met! Twenty years later, in stores and on the 
street, I frequently hear people talking about buying a gallon of 
ice cream or so many square feet of carpet and bragging about 
walking five miles a day. We Canadians sometimes do resist 
change. 

Computers were introduced into our schools in the 1980's -
another drastic change. Students fortunately accepted computers 
much more readily than metrics. It's a good job they did because 
we are very definitely into the computer age. The Interlake 
School Division schools are being furnished with computers as 
the money to purchase them becomes available and students from 
kindergarten to grade twelve are quickly becoming computer 
literate. 

Other subjects that have become part of the school curriculum 
in more recent years are family life education, social awareness 
issues, and much greater emphasis on bilingualism and 
multiculturalism. Students are also taught to be much more 
conscious of their physical environment. Save the Earth days and 
other Keep the Earth Clean and Green awareness days are 
becoming important topics in the regular school curriculum. I 
sometimes wonder how much more can be added. 

Report card day. For as long as there have been schools there 
has been student evaluation. The process of evaluation always 
ends up the same way with a report being sent home at the end of 
each evaluation period. What has changed over the years is the 
method of evaluating the students. Even in what I consider to be 
the relatively short time that I spent in the school system, 
students have been evaluated in several different ways. I am sure 
that each method must have had its good points and its bad 
points. Some of the methods have been scrapped at times only to 
be used again several years later. When I started teaching, 
elementary school students from grades one to eight were given 
term and final formal written examinations. Students passed or 
failed with grades based on these exams. High school students 
wrote formal year end examinations set by the Department of 
Education. For a few years grade eight students would be given a 
departmental examination in one subject area. This was given 
primarily, I believe, to make sure that the curriculum was being 
taught. Grade nine classes wrote departmental examinations in 
four basic subject areas and the results of these exams and their 
own individual school results determined whether they passed or 
failed their year. Final standing for students in the high school 
classes was based solely on the results obtained in the June finals 

set by the Department of Education. 
Different teaching methods based on various theories, eg., 

continuous progress, led to different kinds of evaluation, often 
less formal, covering less material, oral evaluation, consideration 
of the individual student's needs, etc. Departmental 
examinations were discontinued in the early 70's. 

At the present time students in the primary grades are 
evaluated in a much less formal way, usually through 
observation, participation, ie., objective ways. Students in the 
higher grades are still given written tests throughout the year but 
their year's standing is not based on one final examination. There 
is an area of controversy going on at the present time about 
whether or not students at the elementary level should ever be 
required to repeat a grade. No one knows for sure what the 
results of the controversy will be. What we do know for certain. 
though. is at the end of each school year there will be a report 
card day! 

When I first went to Rosser Village School, teachers were 
evaluated by a school inspector who visited the school once or 
twice a year. The school inspector also inspected the school 
buildings and property. Later on, schools - and what was being 
taught in schools - were visited by teams of inspectors sent out 
by the Department of Education. With the formation of the 
school divisions came school superintendents and their assistants. 
Evaluation of teachers in larger schools became the responsibility 
of the administrator (principal) of the school. Teachers in the 
smaller schools were evaluated by the superintendent or his or 
her assistant. At the present time principals are responsible for 
evaluating teachers and the superintendent evaluates the 
principal. Accountability has become an important word in every 
educator's vocabulary - and rightly so. 

Change is necessary in every aspect of the society in which 
we live. In the last few years changes have happened very 
rapidly. What I have tried to do is to update. for history's sake, 
some of the changes that have influenced the education of the 
children in the Rosser district. 

- Archie D. Cameron 

Harry Brallll pickillg lip Malhell' Simollsoll Oil school hilS /'OllIe #20 \\'1',1'1 of' 
Meado\\'s 1990. 
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CHRONICLES OF WORSHIP IN THE RM OF 
ROSSER 

To the History Book Committee: 

It is \'ery likely that the first chllrch ser\'ice in the LiIY/lcfd 
district was held in the spring ()f' I R52. This was one of'the many 
times the cclI'!iest white settlers ()f'Red Ri\'er were forced to 
encamp on higher grollnd dlle to the ri\'er floods. Re\·. John 
Black, a Preshyterian minister, came Ollt to 17-12-2£ and 
preached to the people H'hile standing on a large houlder which 
later had his initials car\'ed into it. 

In the 1920's, Mrs. Joan Field, owner of' the farm. g(/\'e this 
stone to the John Black Church in East Kildonan. It is now 
emhedded in the inner wall of' the present church hearing his 
name. 

Sincerely. 

Jessamine Gray 

Reverend John Black 

Southern Interlake Heritage Report, dated February, 1982, 
contains the following infonnation by researcher Gerhard Enns: 

"Middle or Centre B!t!ffStopping Place ... was located south ()f' 
the Lilyficfd cemetery ncar the LiIY/leld School on 17 12 2E. 
Known as Middle Bluff Camping Ground, the stopping place was 
a hm'en for tra\'elfers and settlers on their way to Winnipeg .limn 
sOllthern Interlake. It was located on the Henry Field Farm next 
to a trail which folfoH'ed the high ridge of land running he tween 
Stonewalf and Winnipeg. It was to this high land that some ()f'the 
early settlers came during the Red Riverfloods ()O 852 ... " 

A book marking the 50th anniversary of the John Black 
Memorial Church contributes more details of the circumstances 
surrounding the Reverend Black's sermon: 

"During the winter «f' 1851-52 there was much snow and the 
foffowing May the riFers flooded the \'Cllfey. It was a serious 
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flood. (It its peak Olwfourfcet higher than the Winnipeg .flood ()f' 
1950 .. .Re\'. John Black camped out with the settlers .. .rrying to 
comfort and encourage them and occasional/y conducting 
sen'ices in the open. 

"At one ()f'these serFices ... a smalf glacial houlder lav close hI' 
where he stood to preach. After the f700d waters !wi slIhsidec/, 
fOllr young men ()f' his congregation went hack to chiscf the 
letters 'J.E.' in the face of'the houlder ... " 

The John Black SlOne. 1852. onlhe Field!i/l'ln in 192(),s 

I've never seen God, but I know how I feel, 
It is people like you who make him so real. 

My God is no stranger, he is friendly and kind, 
He does not ask me to weep when I pray. 
It seems that I pass him so often each day, 

In faces of people I meet every day. 
He is the star in the heaven, a smile on some face, 

A leaf on a tree or a rose in a vase. 
He is winter, autumn, summer and spring, 
In short God is a real and wonderful thing. 

I wish I might meet Him much more than I do, 
I would if there were more people like you. 

Author Unknown 

ST. MICHAEL'S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
GROSSE ISLE 

The Dominion Survey of townships I I, 12 and 13, ranges IE 
and I W, was conducted throughout 1871 and 1872. Construction 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway through Rosser was completed 
in 188 I. These two factors served to attract settlers to the area 
who recognized that arrangements for religious observance were 
needed. Anglican worship services began in the homes of W.G. 
Styles and W. Jull in 1889. 

In October. 1890 a general meeting was called by Reverend 
J.H.R. Wood, Head of the Parish and rector at StonewalL where 
plans were made to fonn the Parish of St. Michael's and build a 
church. The following board members were elected: Minister's 
warden, Walter J.T. James; Church warden, William G. Styles; 
Vestry, Henry Butcher, G.T. Davies, Dudley Smith, Walter Jull, 
Robert Simpson and George Harper. Members attending the first 
vestry meeting were: Mr. and Mrs. W.G. Styles; Mr. and Mrs. W. 
Jull; Mr. and Mrs. S. Moore; Mr. and Mrs. 1. Thompson; A. 
Robbie and Miss Robbie; H.J. Beachell; J. Windsor: W.J.T. 
James; R. Simpson; Capt. D.W. Smith and W.J. Rippington. 



St. Miclwe/'s Allglicall Church 1992 

Several sites for the church were considered and the one 
offered by Mr. Walter J.T. James was accepted. Construction 
began in the fall of 1891 and, in December, a beautiful stained 
glass window - donated by friends of the Church - was put into 
place. Fortnightly services began in April, 1892. 
Metropolitan Bishop Machray conducted the church consecration 
service on August 8, 1892. 

St. Micha('/'.\· cOllgregatioll church picllic held 011 Phipps Ridge ill 1892 

St. Michael's has been affiliated with Lilyfield and Rosser, 
later with Rosser and Headingley and at present with Woodlands. 
Early clergyman in charge of St. Michael's were: Rev. Bowler, 
1892-93: Mr. Dranefield, 1894: and Rev. Gahan, 1898-99. 
Among the ministers, student ministers from St. John's College, 
and lay readers in charge at St. Michael's were: Bishop G.A. 
Weils, Rev. R.W. Ridgeway, Rev. L. SwalwelL Canon Gill, Rev. 
Melharvan, Bishop Thomas, Dr. F. Glover, Canon F. Goodeve, 
Rev. R.K. Appleton, Rev. D.B. Jackson, Rev. C.F. Gale, Rev. D. 
Pate, Mr. D. Moore, Rev. Beth Drewlo, Rev. Stephen Sharman, 
Rev. Arnold Johnson, Rev. Peter Morgan, lay reader Bob Boyd 
and Rev. Chris Tolton. 

From 1894 on, Sunday School was held before or after the 
afternoon service. When the service hour was changed to the 
morning Sunday School was discontinued. For a few years after 
school consolidation, Mrs. William Ridgeway and Mr. John 
Ridgeway held Sunday School classes in the school hall. 

In 1911 times were not too prosperous. The Record of Service 
for one Sunday noted in the offering column that "Not a bally 
cent" had been received. Despite these struggles, the 75th 

Anniversary was celebrated with a harvest thanksgiving 
conducted by Bishop John Anderson and Reverend D. Pate on 
September 4, 1967. 

During the past century renovations to the Church have been 
maintained and St. Michael's Church still stands proudly on its 
original location. St. Michael's IOOth anniversary was celebrated 
in 1992. Archbishop Walter Jones conducted the service, assisted 
by Chris Tolton, on August 9, 1992, when friends and families 
gathered. 

A centennial cairn stands in the church yard as a tribute to the 
pioneers. The inscription reads: "This Cairn is dedicated to the 
glory of God and the pioneers of the parish who built their 
church and established the cemetery at this location, and to all 
who worship here." 

An Anecdote by Mrs. Edna Miller ... 

In 1916 I was looking .If)/' anotha school a/ra ha\'ing {({ught 
at Plumas. I saw an adl'ertisement in the Free Press/or a teacher 
/01' Kensington School "\\'ho must he ahle to play the organ ./f)r 
St. Michael's church". I took the joh and was hoarding at Fred 
Beache!l's where the instl'Llment they had was a fil'e-octa\,e 
Iw /'/n 0 n i um. 

The organ at St. Michael's at that time left much to he 
desired: it Iwd two silent keys and a squealing stop. f/(}\\'el'er, 
el'ell in winta we Iwd a good congregation. Sen'ice was at 2:00 
pm and e\'eryone piled into ([ sleigh. The Moores always Iwd ([ 
sleigh load ji"om Grassl7lere. I/ound the Anglican sen'ice a hit 
d!ff'aent hut, with Mr. Beachell's nodding help, mCinaged/lne. 
The people were so ji"iendl\' - l'isiting Clnd chatting a/ier the 
serl'ice - compared to the curt. restrained people in the Methodist 
Church at MacGregor. 

So. here I am 75 years later hal'ing enjoyed the IO()th 
Annil'ersary or St. Michael's Church. Grosse Isle, in August. 
1992. Someone else played the organ though. 

CHRIST CHURCH ROSSER 
ANGLICAN CHURCH 

The Anglican Church in Rosser was built in 1902 on a corner 
of the Beachell farm, SE 7-12-1 E, where a garden is now. It was 
named Christ Church and served Rosser and East Rosser area. 
Services had been held previously in Westfield and East Rosser 
Schools on alternate Sunday evenings. Beachell, Corbett, Howe, 
Buckle, Hicks, Genny, Turnbull, Kellett and Tait were some of 
the families who made up the congregation. 

Christ Church AllglicolI, 1902-/926 
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The church was opened by Reverend Matheson, Dean of 
Rupertsland - who later became Archbishop Matheson - on 
Sunday, November 30, 1902. Services were held in the church 
for the next 24 years. It closed in 1926 due to a number of 
families moving away. 

Ministers who served the parish were: Samuel Fea; Geo. A. 
Wills; W. Ramsay; W. Ridgeway; Robert Phair and Alfred 
Cowley. There were six marriages, fifteen baptisms, and one 
death recorded in the church books during that period. 

The church stood unused from 1926 until the mid-1940's 
when it was moved to Woodlands to serve that congregation after 
their church burned. It is still serving the Woodlands 
Community. 
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Preshrleriall Church, Rosser 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
reprillledji-olll Rosser Ripples 

When Mr. F. McKerchar mo\'ed to Rosser there was no 
Preshyterian church nearer than Grassmere. In 1898 Mr. 
McKerchar dro\'e to Grassmere e\'ery sahhath. More 
Preshyterian families hegan to settle in Rosser and ser\'ices were 
held in the waiting room (It' the CPR station and later in the hall 
!milt hy Ed Price. 

In 1902 the families oj'Mr. and Mrs. F. McKerchar, Mr. and 
Mrs. Bissett, Mr. and Mrs. W. Tully, Mr. and Mrs. McFee. Mr. 
and Mrs. D. McDonald. Mr. and Mrs. R. Ferguson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Joyce. Mr. and Mrs. H. Ranson decided to huild a Preshyterian 
church. The church was opened in 1902. The minister at that 
time was RCl'. Leslie. He was followed hy Rev. Dan Mcl\'Or who 
later hecame a Memher oj'Parliamentfor Port Arthur. 

The late Re\,. Dr. Kerr, who in his student days was a teacher 
in Prairie Star School, was a Sunday School teacher. Mrs. R. 
Minorgan was the organist (at the age (ij'9). 

Preshyterian families arri\'ing (~fter the church was huilt 
were: Monroes, Bannings, McGee hrothers and Steel'es. In the 
horse and !mgg)' days the church was largely attended hy young 
and old. The children sat with their parents and had to he 011 

their hest hehCl1'iollr. 
Mr. Dm'e Smith (son (Ij' W.F. Smith) was the first secretary

treasurer. IiI 1907 Mr. AndreH' Rohertson took this office and 
held it until the church closed. 

The only memhers oj'the original Preshyterian families li\'ing 
in 1948 were Ed McDonald, A. McKerchar. F. McKerchar and 
G. McFee. 

After chllrch union the Pigeon Lake Mennonite Chllrch 
purchased the Preshyterian church and mo\'ed it to a site on No. 
I Highway. The ham was sold to Ben Frain. 

ROSSER UNITED CHURCH 

The three main denominations for our early settlers in Rosser 
were Anglican, Methodist and Presbyterian. 

On August 3, 1894 a meeting was held at East Rosser School 
with representation from St. Charles, Headingley and Rosser for 
the purpose of forming a circuit of the Methodist Church. The 
representatives were: from Rosser, Mr. Atkinson, D. Minorgan 
and Reverend Charles Hellowell; from Headingley, Mr. E. 
Bewell and S. Minaker; and from St. Charles, Mr. Ferris and Mr. 
Moore. This started the mission field known then as St. Charles 
Mission, later changed to Rosser-St. Charles Mission. The 
minister at that time was Reverend Whitmore and he received a 
yearly salary of $450 of which amount the three charges 
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Rosser United Church. 1992 

contributed $ I 60 and the balance was paid by the missionary 
department of the Methodist Church. 

In 1896 Headingley withdrew from the circuit and was 
replaced by Gerrie School District. These services were held at 
East Rosser and Westfield Schools on alternating Sundays. 

In 1898 a meeting was held at the home of Mr. D. Minorgan 
to ascertain what could be done about building a church and the 
following committee was appointed to investigate the situation: 
Mr. Minorgan, T. Mitchell and T. Tremeer. At a meeting on June 
20, 190 I the following motion, by Mr. T.E. Bergey seconded by 
H.M. Hellowell, was passed unanimously: "that a church be built 
on the southeast corner of Mrs. S. Minaker's farm Sec 9-12-1E 
which she had so kindly offered as a site." 

The first trustees to the Methodist Church were D. Minorgan, 
T.E. Bergey, D. Childerhose, H. Hellowell and A. Moody. The 
first service in the new church was held the last Sunday of 
October, 190 I. The minister in charge was H.H. Gilbart. In 1910 
the church was moved to the outskirts of the Village of Rosser. 

In 19 I 7 the Presbyterian church in Rosser had disbanded; the 
Methodist and Presbyterian congregations joined together to 
form a local church union under the Methodist Council. Mr. F. 
McKerchar was elected chainnan of the board and Ross Bewell, 
the secretary. Reverend Green was the minister. 

Rosser United Church picnic. 1926 

This arrangement continued until 1925 when the United 
Church of Canada was fonned and for several years the church 
was served with student ministers who were only in the field for 
summer months. In 1930 Rosser joined with Grosse Isle and 
Warren to form the Warren-Rosser pastoral charge with an 

ordained minister. In 1937 Meadow Lea was added to the charge. 
The first organist in the church was Mrs. D. Minorgan. Miss 
Mabel Childerhose then served faithfully for 25 years as the 
organist for both church and Sunday school. 

In 1952 Reverend Abel Parsons, the minister at that time, 
inaugurated the building of a new church on the site of the 
former residence of Mr. E.E. Price, an early storekeeper in 
Rosser. A building committee under the supervision of Mr. 
Wilfred Dennis was organized. Members of that committee were: 
Secretary CR. Childerhose, Treasurer J. Cross, Norman and 
Anna Corbett, A.C Ewing, G. McFee, G. Minaker, H. Steeves, 
Mrs. H. Wedge and Mrs. R.E. Stratton who passed away before 
the committee got rolling. 

Last sC!Tice hcld in old church-Sundar. Julr 26. 1953. Minister. !?CI'erClld A. 
Parsons 

Building the new church began in the spring of 1953. The 
labour was all done by local Rosserites except for the exterior 
stucco. Rosser ladies provided coffee and lunches so all members 
and adherents of the church had a share in the building of this 
"House of God". 

The last service in the original church was held in June, 1953 
with Reverend Abel Parsons. A service to lay the cornerstone of 
the new church was held on September 29, 1953 with Reverend 
Parsons in charge and Dr. CH. Best, head of Home Missions for 
Manitoba, the guest speaker. Mrs. F. Corbett and Mr. CR. 
Childerhose represented the congregation in officially laying the 
cornerstone. Sealed in the cornerstone (as near as can be 
determined) were: papers and documents which had been used at 
the dedication service of the former Methodist Church in 190 I; a 
list of the members of the Congregation in 1953; a list of the 
officers and a copy of the dedication service; a copy of a 
newspaper; and the history of the church to that date. 

The old church was sold for $1,000 and moved to Grosse Isle. 
The property was sold to Rosser Municipality for $350. The 
pews and organ were reserved for the new church. The Women's 
Association purchased tiling for the floor and carpets for the 
aisle, the pUlpit platform and choir loft. They also purchased an 
electric stove and miscellaneous items for the kitchen in the 
lower hall. 

The dedication service for the new Rosser United Church was 
held on June 19, 1955 with Reverend Parsons in charge. Later a 
canvass of the community was made for money to purchase a 
new organ; the old organ was donated to an Indian Reserve at 
Red Sucker Lake, Manitoba. The dedication service for the new 
organ was held on June 26, 1960 in loving memory of those in 
the Rosser community who had paid the supreme sacrifice in the 
two great wars, 1914-1918 and 1939-1945, and in grateful 
appreciation for their comrades who served with them. 
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The Warren-Rosser Pastoral Charge shares expenses of the 
charge, Rosser's share was originally 29%: however, at the 
present time Rosser's share is 15%. In 1964 the Manse at Warren 
burned to the ground and a new one was built on the same site. 
Rosser's share of the building expenses was $725 and for 
furnishings, $50. Several Rosser people assisted in the 
construction. Dedication of the new manse was held on August 
23, 1964. 

In 1967 a memorial fund was established to which people 
could contribute in memory of a friend or loved one. The fund is 
used to set up some worthwhile memorial project in connection 
with the church. With money on hand, the first stages of a 
Memorial Park at the back of the church was started in 1970, a 
spot for quiet repose which provided a suitable backdrop for the 
church. Today, in 1991, it is a beautiful park with evergreens and 
green grass. Sunday School picnics are now held there each year. 

A special service was held February 10, 1991 to install 
Memorial Plaques "in memory of dear friends and relatives" in 
the church foyer. This special service will be repeated each year 
in February. 

MINISTERS IN THE ROSSER METHODIST 
AND UNITED CHURCH 

Rosser Methodist: 
1894 Reverend Hellowell 

1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 

Reverend Whitmore 
Reverend Cross 
Reverend George Steed 
Reverend Joseph Wilson 
Reverend D. Sparling 
Reverend D. Stewart 
Reverend H. Gilbart 
Reverend C. Morgan 
Reverend Naylor 
Reverend Armstrong 
Reverend C. Honnor 
Reverend R.A. Scarlett 

1894-1917 

1899 
1900-1903 
1904-1906 
1907 
1908-1909 
1910-1911 
1912 
1913-1916 No records - Reverend Palmer for a portion 

Union of Methodist and Presbyterian: 1917-1925 
1917 Reverend Green 
1918 Reverend Wright 
1919-1920 Reverend Lougheed 
1921 Reverend Rose 
1922 Mr. Weaver and Mr. Wilkinson cstudent 

ministers alternated) 
1923-1924 Mr. Faryon 

United Church of Canada: 1925-1993 
1925 Reverend T.D. Barnett 
1926 Mr. Alex Stephens (student minister) 
1927 Reverend James F argey 
1928 Mr. A. Boone 
1929 Mr. E. Austin 
1930-1934 Reverend George Hinds (Rosser-Warren

1935-1937 

1938-1944 
1944-1948 
1948-1952 
1952-1955 
1955-1957 
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Grosse Isle Pastoral Charge) 
Reverend G.H. Hambley (Meadow Lea added 
to Charge) 
Reverend J. McLeod 
Reverend Joseph Wiznuk 
Reverend George Denyes 
Reverend Abel Parsons 
Reverend Harold Alston 

1957-1961 
1961-1964 
1964-1971 
1971-1981 
1982 
1982-1984 

1984-1986 
1986 
1987 
1987-1988 
1988-1989 
1989-1990 

1990-1991 

1992-1993 

Dr. P.N. Murray 
Mr. Nels Itterman 
Reverend John Ross 
Reverend Case Moerman 
Reverend Case Moerman and Reverend D. Sly 
Reverend Case Moerman and Reverend 
MacDonald 
Reverend Case Moerman and Louis Pellatier 
Reverend Pat Wotton and Louis Pellatier 
Reverend Pat Wotton and Bill Richards 
Reverend Pat Wotton and Bob Haverluck 
Reverend Pat Wotton and Reverend Jim Bray 
Reverend Jim Bray and Reverend David 
Joycey 
Reverend David Joycey and Reverend David 
Fielder 
Reverend Freda Rajotte 

SlInday School picnic held in Eos! Rosser School 

The Sunday School 
Sunday School was started as early as 1896 in the East Rosser 

School. It moved to the Methodist Church at the corner of Mr. 
and Mrs. S. Minaker's farm in 1901. In 1953 a new church, built 
in the centre of the Village, gave ample room for classes in the 
lower hall. 

Through the years the Sunday School held a variety of 
services and special activities. They held a rally in the fall and 
usually a wiener roast. A White Gift Sunday was held a few 
weeks preceding Christmas and a Christmas program was put on 
by teachers and classes. The children received bags of candy and 
nuts and exchanged gifts with their teachers. In 1953 they held a 
Vesper service on Christmas Eve under the guidance of Shirley 
Hallick with the choir and classes providing the program. The 
annual Vesper Service is an event which has become a tradition. 
The Sunday School children participate in a traditional nativity 
scene and Christmas music service. The children, choir members 
and teachers work hard to present an excellent performance 
which has come to mean a great deal to those who attend every 
year. 

At the close of Sunday School each year the boys and girls 
received merit awards for their work and attendance. Diplomas 
were also awarded every year. Sunday School closed with 
picnics at Kildonan and Assiniboine Parks, Sunnyside Beach, SI. 
Ambroise, and Kinsman Lake in Stonewall. Later the picnics 
were held at the Church. 

Schedules of services varied over the years due to weather 
conditions and attendance. In 1935 they were held at 1 :45 p.m.: 
in 1941 they were held at 10:00 a.m. until the cold weather set in. 



Some years, Sunday School was closed for three months in the 
winter and stayed open all summer with classes at 2:00 p.m. 
Finally it was decided to close for two months in the summer and 
continue all winter at 10:00 a.m. In 1969 services were combined 
with the church at II :00 a.m. and classes were held while the 
sermon was delivered to the adults. 

The Sunday School raised money through birthday teas, bake 
sales and Easter novelties. A special project, the Birthday Box, 
raised money for Missionary & Maintenance (M&M). Sunday 
School is still funded in a variety of ways: the weekly collection; 
money raised at the Vesper Service; as well as money raised at 
the spring and fall teas help buy the curriculum and supplies. The 
Sunday School also supports our Compassion Shield - Pak 
Hyung Soon - who lives in Korea. Contributions are made to the 
Stonewall Christmas Cheer Board through the White Gift Sunday 
which is now the second Sunday of December. 

For class work the students used quarterlies from the United 
Church Publishing House and were issued magazines called the 
Canadian Girl and Canadian Boy; the teachers received Onward. 
These were replaced by Discovery World Friends and the 
Christian Home. In 1964 a new curriculum was introduced and 
Ryerson Press published reading material with the "mod" names 
of Wow, Surprise, Collage, Free to Be. In 1975 that curriculum 
was dropped in favour of the David e. Cooke program which is 
still in use today. 

SlIlIday School class. 1992 

Enrolment of the Rosser United Church Sunday School has 
shown an increase in the number of students attending from 1975 
to the present. The number of classes varies according to the ages 
of the children but the Sunday School has offered four to five 
classes in recent years. The Rosser Sunday School, as its exists 
today, enjoys the highest enrolment ever. There are 31 students 
in five classes. It is gratifying to note that the Sunday School has 
carried on and is thriving in the United Church of Rosser. 

Superintendents since 1935 to the present: Reverend 
Hambley, Henry Steeves, e. Childerhose, Violet Bergey, Pearl 
Bergey, Muriel Galbraith, Bob Minaker, Stella Steeves, Verna 
Childerhose, David Byers, Shirley Hallick, Dorothy Anderson, 
Terry Beaton, Sheila Morrison and Arla Beachell. 

Secretaries and Treasurers have been: Henry Steeves, Alf 
Stevens, Mrs. A. Beachell, Mrs. L. Bergey, Don Bergey, Jack 
McClary, Murray Cross, Gordon Cross, Evelyn Wedge, Ron 
Ewing, Floyd Mulligan, Florence Wedge, Richard Dennis, 
Jeannie Corbett, Margaret Wedge, Linda Morrison, George 
Minaker, Ernest Steeves, Bruce Galbraith, Hazen Steeves, Ron 
Childerhose, Lyall Hallick, Verna Childerhose, Sheila Morrison 
and Pat Findlay. 

The Mid-Week Groups 
Among the mid-week groups that met at the church were the 

Baby Band, Mission Band, Girl Explorers, Boy Explorers, 
Canadian Girls In Training (e.G.LT.) and Tux is Rangers. 

In 1946 Dorothy Ryan and Anna Corbett felt there was a need 
for a Young People's Organization. With the help of Ron 
Denyes, rallies were held with other areas which proved very 
successful and gave the Young People a chance to hold seminars 
and conduct a church service. From this group, a Young People's 
Union was formed which later became the Hi C under the 
guidance of Reverend Ross. 

Each year a boy was chosen from the Young People's Union 
to attend the Boys' Parliament in Winnipeg. Those chosen over 
the years were: Don Bergey, Murray Cross, Ron Ewing, Barry 
Ewing, Floyd Mulligan, Brian Corbett, Roddy Wedge, George 
Minaker, Laurie Beachell and Howard Minaker. 

The Young People's Union carried on for many years under 
the leadership of Anna Corbett, Marguerite Minaker, Frances 
Steeves, Shirley Hallick, Margaret Minaker and Stella Steeves. 

The Sunday School Institute 
The Sunday School Institute included Sunday School teachers 

from many surrounding towns and villages. They met for 
guidance and fellowship once a year. After the Warren Pastoral 
Charge was formed, teachers attended seminars and workshops 
in the charge. 

Vacation School 
In 1944 Reverend and Mrs. 1. Wiznuk conducted a very 

successful Vacation School for the boys and girls. Again, in 
1961. Reverend Alston began a Vacation Summer School with 
the help of the Sunday School teachers. Mothers and 
grandmothers were a great help organizing and serving the 
lunches. This carried on until a Play School was organized on the 
school grounds for all the children of the area which proved 
enjoyable and successful for many years. 

Excerpts from old church bulletins: 
"Sunday hcing Easter. will Mrs. Johnson 1)lcase cOllie 

j()nrard and lay an coo on the altar." . . ~~ 

"Tucsday at 7:00 p.m. therc will hc an icc crealll social. 
Ailiadies gil'ing milk please COIIIC carly." 

"Wedncsdal' the Ladies Aid Societl' will meet and Mrs. 
Johnson will sing "Put Me in My Lit/Ie Bcd" accolllpanied 
hy the Minister. 

Rosser Ladies Aid, Women's Association and United Church 
Women 

Infim/l (){Pricc housc. 1936 or 1937 
Florcncc Wcdgc ())} SICP \\'ilh Edna Millakcr 
I-I': AI))/a McKclI:ic. f:J/ic KCIlny. holcl BergC\'. Edna Rran. Alina Corhcll. Sle/la 
Be(lche/l. Ruh)' SIJ'(({[OIl. Mrs. Greell, Mrs. Haydell. Allllie TumlJIIl1 
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As pioneer women established their homes they desired a 
Christian environment for their children. They hungered for 
companionship of other women and the hardship of their lives 
gave them a sustaining personal faith - as necessary to them as 
food for their bodies. 

These pioneer women of Canada, who gathered together in 
small groups and gave their loyalty and devotion to the work of 
the Church, were unaware that they were making history. 

THE LADIES AID 
AII/hor Ul/kl/ol1'l1 

I 10l'e it! I IOFe it! No mall 1101' maid 
Shall chide me for h)Fing the Ladies Aid. 

It has helped the pulpit and helped the pew. 
Ah\'(/ys strollg alld earnest and t/'lle. 
And so I say. neither man 1101' maid. 

Shall chide me for 100'ing the Ladies Aid. 

The Ladies Aid? Pray H'hat has it dOlle? 
Why! he/ped eFery Church belleath the Sllll. 

He/ping to get and helpillg to S(JI'e, 
Nel'erfollowing. always br(JI'e' 

Alld so I say I am not (!li'aid 
To tell .1'011 I 100'e the Ladies Aid. 

The Ladies Aid makes dollars and dimes. 
Alld docs it o\'er hUlldreds of times. 

They mend the carpets till they look like new. 
Pay interest Oil mortgages 1I0t afew 

Alld t/'llly, I tell you, the Church is 1I0t made 
That call easily scout the Ladies Aid. 

The Ladies Aid fixes up walls that arc bare 
buys china and sill'er alld alumillium ware. 

Puts out the old sto\'e (that gil'e cellt H'Oldd buy) 
Alld puts in a new one without half' a try. 

o Yes, I 100'e it alld so should )'ou' 
The Ladies Aid so strollg alld true' 

The Ladies Aid plans receptions 
For the Church must be kept social by means and teas 

The mell haFell' t time for such things as these. 
Though sometimes to suppers alld banquets they go, 

But 1I0t by them arc plalls el'er made 
'Tis always the work (d' the Ladies Aid. 

The first Ladies Aid Society of Rosser Methodist Church was 
organized on December 19, 1894. The first officers were: 
President, Mrs. T.L. Hellowell; Vice-President, Mrs. S. Minaker; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. D. Minorgan. Members were: Mrs. H. 
Hellowell, Mrs. Buckle, Mrs. Bewell, Mrs. R. Minorgan, Miss 
Carr, Miss Minorgan, Mrs. Eland, Mrs. Wallace; later on there 
was Mrs. T. Wedge, Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. Ryan, Mrs. J. Bergey, 
Mrs. Price, Mrs. Howe, and Mrs. C. Childerhose. 

The meetings were held in their homes once a month. To raise 
money they organized dime socials, suppers, lawn socials, silver 
teas, bazaars and bake sales. They had debates, invited speakers 
for lectures on various topics and raised money through the 
talents of each individual member. They made quilts, knit socks, 
mitts and scarfs for soldiers overseas. They supported the Sunday 
School and helped with the Church expenses and paid lodging 
for student Ministers; as well, they arranged Sunday dinners for 

118 

the Ministers. They supported the Missionary and the Bible 
Societies and other worthwhile endeavours whenever possible. 

The good ladies didn't worry about cholesterol on days they 
spent making quilts. At one such quilting party, held in 1925, 
they finished three quilts and lots of food. The following was the 
list of provisions for the day: 

Scalloped potatoes, Mrs. Minorgan 
Salad, Miss Childerhose 
Meat and Pickles, Mrs. Warden 
Rolls, Mrs. D. Childerhose 
Sandwiches and Cream, Mrs. Rutherford 
Beans, Jelly and Catsup, Mrs. Corbett 
Butter, Cream and Pies, Mrs. Parkes 
Two pies, Mrs. McFee 
Cake, Tea and Sugar, Mrs. Howe 
Candy and Pie, Mrs. Brown 
Rolls and Cake, Mrs. Mulligan 

The Rosser Ladies Aid held its first meeting in the East 
Rosser School on September 5, 190 I. Over the years the name of 
the organization changed but the structure was basically the 
same. 

Ladies Aid al Mrs. Howe's 1944 
Back Rol1': Mrs. F. Corhett. Mrs. HOl1'e. Mrs. TU/'Il'm". Florence Wedge, Vio!et 
Bergey. Mrs. Ryall 
Frol/I Rol1': Mrs. Ruther/em!. Mrs. L. Bergey. Mrs. P. Beachell. Mrs. McCarlhy 

It became the Union Ladies Aid in 1920. In 195 I it was 
known as The Women's Association (WA) and combined the 
work of the Women's Missionary Society (WMS). A year of 
study, 196 I, for the women of the Church highlighted the ecu
menical viewpoint on Missions. This was a fitting note to the end 
of the work of the W A and WMS in favour of a newly-organized 
group called the United Church Women (UCW) which came into 
effect in January, 1962. 

The Pastoral Charge which had been part of the Winnipeg 
Presbytery now belonged to the Selkirk Presbytery. The UCW is 
now part of the Selkirk Presbyterial. Mrs. C.R. Childerhose of 
Rosser was a member of the Committee and was instrumental in 
organizing the Selkirk Presbyterial. 

Over the years Mrs. Henry Steeves served two years as 
President of the Presbyterial and served for two years as 
Convener of the Social Action Committee. Mrs. Lester Bergey 
served two years as Treasurer and two years as Chairman of 
Finance. Mrs. A. Ewing served as Lay Delegate to the Selkirk 
Presbytery. 

The first Executive of the UCW were: President, Mrs. C.R. 
Childerhose; Vice-President, Mrs. W. Galbraith; Second Vice
President, Mrs. G. Minaker; Secretary, Mrs. G. HaIIick; 
Treasurer, Mrs. A. Turnbull. 



The UCW carried on much the same as the WA. Members 
raised money through teas, bake sales and fall suppers. Other 
endeavours included catering to weddings, serving lunch after 
funerals and at farm auctions. They sold Centennial Plates and 
spoons, Church notepaper, and even held a garage sale one year. 

They had extensive study groups and worship services and put 
on Church services when needed. 

They carried on many mission projects. These included 
studying a different country every year, presenting slides and 
special speakers, making a Japanese dinner at the home of 
Reverend and Mrs. Case Moerman where they entertained two 
Korean ministers. The ministers, in turn, entertained the UCW 
with slides of their churches and country. 

The UCW supported Canadian Save the Children, sponsored 
two Italian boys and supported a kindergarten in Delhi, India and 
an orphanage in Venezuela. They sent bales of clothing to Indian 
Settlements of Manitoba and also to Missions in Winnipeg each 
year. 

The UCW has a budget which supports eight church related 
projects each year. They presently help the Sunday School with a 
special gift at Christmas to the Korean boy they sponsor. The 
UCW also helps finance the upkeep of the Church and donates 
money whenever needed for expenses. They also keep the 
Church looking "beautiful" by planting flowers each Spring. 
They pay for lawn care in the summer and snow removal in the 
winter. In other words they are still just as busy as "BEES" all 
year round! 

Ulli/ed Church WOlllen Chris/lllas party a/ Florellce Wedge's 

In 1963 Mrs. F. Corbett, Mabel Childerhose and Mrs. Ryan 
were specially recognized for their church work. In 1969 Mrs. V. 
Bergey, a devoted member since 1928, was similarly honoured. 
In 1981 Mrs. A. Turnbull, Treasurer for the organization for 28 
years, Mrs. N. Corbett, who had been a member since 1939, and 
Mrs. H. Wedge, who had been a member since 1942, all received 
special recognition. In 1983 Mrs. Ewing was presented with a 
watch for her many contributions to the Rosser UCW when she 
left to reside in Portage La Prairie. In 1984 Shirley Hallick was 
presented with a gift for 30 years of leadership in church work. 
Memorial services were held for Pat Spurr and Peggy Poole who 
had also been devoted workers. 

Mrs. Tumhull recei"es Lif" Melllhership pill. Ulli/ed 
Church WOlllell.FolII Florellce Wedge 1966 

UNITED CHURCH WOMEN 
Br a UCW lIIelllher 

In 1962 a new organi:ation 
The United Chllrch Women 

Began on wohhlyfeet 
To reach for new momentllm. 

We cOllrageollslyfollowed 
Ollr able leader Mrs. Childerhose 

Who informed liS ()f' 0111' dllties 
And olltlined ollrjilfllre cOllrse. 

0111' hard working execlltil'e 
With committee meeting galore 

Ga\'e each fait/~fit! member 
A responsible position to explore. 

With Mrs. Spllrr' s olltstanding 
Organi:ing abilities 

We lallnched 0111' way throllgh 
Slippers, coffee parties and social teas. 

She knew jllst ,vhat we needed 
How IJIlIch cojfee, meat and pie 

She pointed Ollt 0111' past mistakes 
On her we did reI), 

To help liS plan 0111' slipper. 
And also take the Chair 

When Anna - ollrfaithfid President 
For jllst reasons cOllldn' t be there. 

Mrs. Hallick worked so hard to make 
Ollr endeal'ours stand the test 
She ironed Ollt the blimps and 

Pm'ed the way to mllch slIccess. 
Mrs. Bergey and Mrs. Stee\'es 

Kept 11.1' in tOllch with Presbytery's 
As President and Finance 

They were the most important keys. 
At rallies and at meeting 

And on ollr own committees 
They kept inj'orming LIS sincerely 
of 0111' Christian responsibilities. 

The first Thllrsday of' e\'ery month 
Was chosen as our date 

To meet and worship. pray and sing 
And keep ollr records straight. 
With Mrs. Tlirnbli/l at the helm 
She kept records of 0111' parities 

The amolillf we make 
and the slims we expend 

To all 0111' needy charities. 
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Bllt we all enjoy the pleasllre 
oj' working hand in hand 

With Frances. Florence. Hccel. 
Doris. Violet and LOllise 

Margaret. Margllerite. Helen. Edith 
Merle. Marge and Grace at all ollr teas. 

Gllr slippers and ollr hake sales 
FII(filled ollr aspirations 
We appreciate the efj'orts 

oj'many other ladies' donations. 
Gllr hllshands and ollrfamilies 

Were at times exasperating 
As they complained ahollt the time 

We spend 
'for other people' shaking" I 

The men oj'the Chllrch. we pllsh. heg and we prod 
To get the necessary things done in ollrfamed hOllse ()j' God 

We offer them money and heg them again 
Please fix that old e(/\'estrollgh INj'ore the next rain. 

Fix this andfi.1" that. 
From the door to the floor 

The\" re scared we mar ask them to do something more . 
. To all oj'the men ~)j' the chllrch in this year '69 

We thank \'011 most sincerely.f()r your talents and YOllr time 
. Andfor listening to 0111' prohlems 

And gi\'ing liS a hand 
To make 0111' Chllrch a Im'ely one 

The hest in all the land. 

LILYFIELD UNITED CHURCH, NE 8-12-2E 

Historical reference supports the belief that the first worship 
service to take place in the Lilyfield area was at the time of the 
great flood, in the spring of 1852. It seemed that this was one of 
the few pieces of ground high enough not to be under water. The 
service was given by the Reverend John Black, and the place was 
SE 17-12-2E, which was a part of the farm that was later owned 
by Mr. Henry Field. 

As settlers arrived in the Lilyfield district during the latter half 
of the 1800 's, church services were held in the homes of the 
people in the community. After the Lilyfield school was built in 
1884, the church services were held there. By 1907 the people of 
the community had raised enough money for the building 
supplies and proceeded to build the Lilyfield Presbyterian 
Church. 

Lily/ield Presbyterian Chllrch Imilt in 1907, photo taken in the 1920'.1' 
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One of the first benefactors of the church was George M. 
Smith, the gentleman who donated the land on which the cl1Urch 
stands. Being a brand new church created a whole lot of "firsts", 
it is impossible to avoid repetition of the word in this story. 

The first service to be held in the Lilyfield Presbyterian 
Church was on July 19. 1907 with Dan McIvor, a student 
minister conducting the service. The first organist was Mame 
Conquergood. The first wedding to take place was that of Jessie 
Margaret Comrie to John Edward Stewart on July 7, 1915. The 
first baptism to be recorded was that of Anna Ethel Nelson. 
infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Eric Nelson of Lilyfield. It was 
performed on July 23, 1909 with Reverend James Lawrence 
officiating. 

Other "firsts" of the church were in conjunction with its 
operation and were as follows: The first Chairman of the Board 
was Dr. George Bryce. The first Secretary was Lyle Lawrence. 
The first Treasurer was Mr. Riggall. The first set of Managers 
were: Mr. MacWilliams, Mr. Mantle, Mr. Riggall, Alexander 
Stewart. Lyle Lawrence with Mr. Stewart as Convenor. The first 
Elders to be elected were Mr. Riggall and Reverend James 
Lawrence. The first Church Trustees were George M. Smith for 
three years; James Chambers for two years; and Mr. 
Conquergood for a one year term. 

During the early years there was a lot of excitement to be 
found on the way home from church on Sundays. This was the 
time to see who had the fastest horses or the best strategy when it 
came to horse racing. There was always good participation in 
these friendly after-service competitions. In 1908 a barn was 
built for the horses during church service on cold winter 
Sundays. As with building the church, most - if not all - of the 
labour was volunteered. 

In order to help with the church's financial obligations the 
people of the community staged concerts to raise funds. These 
concerts utilized all local talent and were a great source of 
entertainment, as well as being an extra source of revenue. 
Admission was 50 cents for adults and 25 cents for children. 
However, if you had more than two children you still only paid 
for two. while the rest were admitted free of charge. Those who 
participated in the production were also admitted free. 

The Lilyfield Church was under the guidance of the Winnipeg 
Presbytery until 1964 when it came under the jurisdiction of the 
Selkirk Presbytery. In 1909 it was in the same mission as Rosser 
and Headingley. In 1910-1911 Lilyfield joined with Kildonan 
West and The Dairies and, in 1912, Kildonan West left Lilyfield 
and The Dairies on their own. In 1913 Lilyfield was put into the 
same student mission field as Stony Mountain and Rockwood. 
Lilyfield and Stony Mountain still remain together even though 
Rockwood has long since closed. 

Li!X/ic!d United Chlll'ch. 1989 



The Church Manse was built at Stony Mountain in 1914 and 
was debt free by 1919. Local stone was used in its construction 
and, again, much of the construction was done with volunteer 
labour by the people of the three churches. Ben Dawson Sr. 
prepared the plans for the building. The Manse was subsequently 
demolished in 1992 having rendered many years of service. 

Church union took place in 1925. Methodists and 
Congregationalists joined together "en bloc". Presbyterians 
agreed that each congregation should vote on the issue. Those 
who preferred to remain Presbyterian did so while those who 
voted for change became part of the United Church of Canada. 

Maintenance of the church and stable (while it was there) was 
undertaken by the congregation throughout the years and it 
remains the same today. By the late teens and early twenties 
people began to arrive at church by automobile. The stable, now 
unnecessary, was put up for sale in the early 1940's and bought 
by Arthur Oatway. It was resold at a later date to Evered 
Lawrence. 

Around the time that World War II ended, Reverend J.E. 
Stewart came as minister to the Lilyfield Church. He noticed that 
during the winter months attendance dropped off as the church 
was quite chilly - especially the floor - and, in an attempt to 
combat this, Reverend Stewart built foot rests in the first four 
pews on each side of the church hoping this would help boost the 
attendance. In 1957 an addition, which housed a furnace, was 
built on the west end of the church. This created a lot of extra 
work for the people of the community as it was volunteer labour 
again. The room was used for Sunday School, church meetings, 
etc. In election years it has also been used as a Polling Station. 

The first Sunday School service to be held in the facility was 
held on December 15, 1957. 

In 1958 a new CONN organ replaced the original organ, it 
was replaced, in turn, with a new Roland KR-33 electronic 
keyboard in February, 1991. The lovely wooden cross that graces 
the west wall of the church was crafted by Mr. and Mrs. 
Stephanson of Stony Mountain and presented to the Lilyfield 
United Church in 1970. 

Through the years there have been several church anniversary 
services. The first anniversary to be celebrated was the 50th on 
July 21, 1957. Reverend Dan McIvor of Fort William, Ontario 
was asked to officiate at the service as he had been the student 
minister conducting the very first service 50 years earlier. The 
55th anniversary was held in summer, 1962. Reverend Herbert 
Smith officiated. The 60th anniversary service took place in 
1967, Canada's Centennial Year. It was held on June 18th with 
Reverend J.E. Stewart conducting the service. The 75th 
anniversary service was held on June 20, 1982 with lay minister 
Andrew Grier and guest minister Reverend Kenneth McDonald 
officiating at the service. Guest minister Reverend William Gillis 
of Stonewall and Reverend Malcolm Spencer of the Lilyfield
Stony Mountain charge conducted the 80th anniversary service, 
held on June 21,1987. 

In 1980 the Lilyfield United Church, as well as the 
surrounding community, suffered a great loss when John 
Whitehead passed away as a result of an auto accident. He had 
served the church as Secretary Treasurer from 1942 until the time 
of his death in 1980. 

The Lilyfield United Church congregation decided, as of 
February, 1992, to operate with a Unified Board for a trial period 
of one year. This means that the church will be under the 
guidance of this elected board instead of the Board of Stewards. 
If the congregation is satisfied the Unified Board, or Council as it 
is called, will continue and the Board of Stewards will cease to 
exist. Members of the new board are as follows: Jack Oatway, 

Chairperson; Dawne Grenkow, Secretary; Vivian White, 
Treasurer; Jean Patterson, Ministry and Personnel; Bob White, 
Manse Committee; John Stewart, Alternate Manse Member; 
Irene Comrie, United Church Women Member; Kelly Hunter, 
Sunday School Member; Jerry Kozak, Council Member: Karen 
Kaplen, Council Member: Gordon Grenkow, Alternate Council 
Member. 

Lilyfield United Church celebrated 85 years of continuous 
service to the Lilyfield district in June, 1992 with another 
anniversary service. Reverend Sharon Menzies officiated at the 
unveiling of a commemorative stone in the church yard (donated 
by the Whitehead family) and at the service. The service and 
ceremony were followed by a Fellowship Tea in the annex. 

Ministers of Lilyfield Church 
Reverend James Lawrence, Reverend W.J. Ingl is, Reverend 
Miller, Dr. Andrew Baird, Dan McIvor. Reverend Alex 
McFarlane, Dr. George Bryce, OJ. Ferguson, Mr. Mulligan, Mr. 
Blockley, Alex Cox, Mr. Farquher, J. Oliver, Mr. Beil, Mr. 
Volume, H.B. Dawson, Mr. Young, Mr. Skinner, Reverend J.W. 
Anderson, Major J. Beattie, Reverend Lloyd Stinson, Reverend J. 
Adam Smith, Reverend J.F. Stewart, G.A. Thompson, K.P. Beal, 
Reverend HJ. Smith, Bernard Lee, Eldon Shannon, Reverend 
N.I.P. Powell, Reverend K. MacDonald, Andrew Grier, 
Reverend Sarah Wallace, Reverend M. Spencer, Jackie Stark and 
presently Reverend Sharon Menzies. 

l)lylield United Church Women 

10 11(,,,, 

Conf}ref}ational Uea 

in tK. 9lK<ppo Skoi 

,saturday, .A1.ay 6, 1967 

2:30 to -1':30 p.m., 9'l.s.:r 

An Anecdote 
Lilyfield Church ... a few years ago ... on Sunday morning one 

of the Sunday School teachers reached for the collection plate 
which was stored in its usual resting place on top of the furnace 
duct work. Her hand grasped the plate and also something warm 
and furry. Surprised, knowing full well that the collection plate 
was neither heated nor fur-lined, she promptly dropped it on the 
floor. At that point, it was Mommy Churchmouse' s turn to be 
surprised. She had selected the lovely velvet pad of the collection 
plate as an ideal place to raise her family. 

The Sunday School teacher didn't see things quite that way so 
Mommy Churchmouse had to leave. 

The following Sunday, the same Sunday School teacher found 
a neatly folded note in the collection plate. It read "What have 
you done with my precious babies?" and was signed Minnie 
Mouse. Needless to say, the collection plate is now stored in 
plain view and at eye level. The Churchmouse family, it is 
presumed, found other accommodations. 
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Sunday School 
Through the years the Lilyfield Church has had Sunday 

School classes whenever there were enough children in the area 
to attend. In the early years parents would take their children for 
Sunday School an hour before Church service started. This meant 
that the children sat through two services, each an hour in length, 
a pretty long time for them to sit still, especially the little ones. 

Classes were held from Easter until Christmas. The Sunday 
School lessons were purchased for a whole year at a time and 
what wasn't used one year was carried over and used the next. 
Sunday School students studied bible readings, heard stories and 
sang hymns. Sunday School usually was divided into three 
groups with the eldest children taught by the Minister. Some 
teachers gave their students a Bible or a book at the end of the year. 

In 1956 the Sunday School class was held in the Lilyfield 
Hall. Thirty children attended from June to September after 
which it was too cold in the hall to continue. In 1957 an addition, 
heated with a new oil furnace, was built on the west end of the 
church. This was a great improvement as it was then possible to 
hold Sunday School at the same time as the worship service. The 
curriculum in this Sunday School was set by the United Church 
of Canada and was used in United Church Sunday Schools across 
the country. During Sunday School years, the children enjoyed 
summer picnics and Christmas parties. They conducted the White 
Gift Sunday service. On those Sundays, the grandmothers in the 
congregation were presented with lovely Christmas books. The 
children were also in charge of the Family Day service which 
was held each year on Mother's Day. 

Many of the older pupils attended Confirmation classes and 
became members of the Lilyfield United Church. They received 
a Bible or a hymn book as a confirmation gift from the Sunday 
School. 

In 1991 interest in Sunday School was renewed as more 
children moved into the area. A member of the congregation 
volunteered her services and now teaches a Sunday School class 
of from eight to ten children. 

Vacation schools, attended by 35 children, were held in the 
1957 and 1961. In the summer of 1991 Vacation Bible School 
was again held at the Lilyfield Church for about 14 children. It 
was held in 1992 at the United Church at Stony Mountain with 
children from both Sunday Schools in attendance. A youth group 
has also formed at Stony Mountain with young people from both 
churches participating. 

Liil1/c1d VIIi/cd Church WOIJIl'll. 1992 
I-I': Margare/ S/ewarl. Margarl'l Moore. Mary Laillg, Jcall Palle}"soll, hClie 
Comrie, Doris fludsoll, Jeall Oa/way, Jcall Laillg 
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Lilyfield Willing Workers to United Church Women 

The following are highlights of the projects undertaken by the 
Lilyfield Willing Workers, Ladies Aid, Womens Auxiliary, 
Womens Missionary Society and The United Church Women. 
Through the years members have enjoyed friendship. spiritual 
guidance and the opportunity to help in the community and with 
other worthy causes further afield. 

The first recorded minutes were from a meeting held after 
church on Sunday. January 10, 1915 with Reverend J. Anderson 
in the chair. It was resolved that the society be called the 
Lilyfield Willing Workers. Following are the names of the 
voluntary members of this society: Mrs. Field, Mrs. McWilliam, 
Miss McWilliam. Mrs. Comrie, Miss Comrie, Miss 
Conquergood, Miss L. Conquergood, Mrs. Morrison, Mrs. J.A. 
Prout. Miss Spearman, Mrs. Phipps. Miss Phipps, Mrs. Walker, 
Miss Eva Barker, Mrs. Whitehead, Mrs. C. Barker, Miss M. 
Barker, Mrs. Riggall, Miss Riggall, Mrs. Chambers, Mrs. G.M. 
Smith, Mrs. L. Lawrence and Mrs. Nelson. 

This group was formed during World War I. A motion was 
made that a certain sum of money be sent monthly to the 
"Willing Workers". There was considerable discussion as to 
whether it was advisable to send money collected directly to 
England or rather to buy the articles and send them from Canada. 
It was finally agreed that articles be bought and sent through St. 
Johns Ambulance or the Red Cross. Contributions were to be 
sent every month whether large or small. Another motion was 
passed that a pair of socks be sent every month from Lilyfield to 
soldiers in the trenches. 

From May to September, 1916 the Red Cross received: 20 
pairs of slippers, I pair of socks, II dressing gowns, II surgical 
gowns, 8 fomentation wringers, 5 pairs of pyjamas and 2 1/2 
pounds of wool at a total cost of $30.00. An addition $115 was 
paid in cash, $50 of which was to be used to purchase a bed in 
the Canadian Hospital at Ramsgate, England in the name of the 
Willing Workers Society. St. Johns Ambulance received: a box 
of chewing gum, a box of butterscotch, a box of overseas 
chocolates, a box of scotch mints, 10 plugs of tobacco and 10 
boxes of cigarettes at a total cost of $10; $20.00 cash was sent for 
wool for socks. These were to be knitted free by ladies in the 
city; $26 cash was sent for flannel service shirts and about 22 
shirts from tliat material were made by people in the city. 

There are no recorded minutes or books from 1917 until 1934. 
In 1934 the group changed their name to the Ladies Aiel. A fowl. 
supper was planned for Lilyfield Hall followed by a concert in 
Lilyfield Church. The committee was asked to get local talent if 
possible. A discussion was held about a play with the proceeds to 
be used to pay the Minister's salary. 

In JUly, 1935, according to the Minutes, they agreed to 
"disorganize indefinitely on account of dissatisfaction amongst 
the members". The ladies had $64.91 on hand and. after all 
expenses were paid. they turned over the balance to Church 
funds. 

On September 22, 1937 a meeting was held to discuss the 
possibility of organizing a Women's Auxiliary (WA). All voted 
unanimously in favour. The ladies decided to make a quilt and 
buy a new broom for the church. The W A held a skating party 
and supplied lunch, charging 25 cents. 

According to the Minutes, a fowl supper was to be held and 
the ladies planned to buy 100 saucers for the supper if they could 
get them at not over 2 cents a piece. Two ladies were hired to 
wash dishes who would receive their supper free and $1.00 each. 
Another motion was passed that they speak to Mr. Bruderer and 
see if he would light the church fires again at 25 cents a Sunday 
or 35 cents for lighting the fire and sweeping the church. 



Fees to join WAin 1939 were 25 cents to join and 10 cents a 
month whether the member attended or not. The ladies decided to 
pay the Minister's salary to the end of July. Charges for the fowl 
supper were 50 cents for adults and 25 cents for children. Picnic 
supper prices were 35 cents for adults and IS cents for children. 

In 1956 the Lilyfield WA assumed responsibility for the 
clean-up of Lilyfield Cemetery. In 1961 two members attended 
Rosser Council regarding the need of a well for the Cemetery. 
Their request was approved by council. Jean Smith and Jean 
Stewart canvassed the community and relatives of the deceased 
buried in the cemetery. 

In 1962 the United Church Women (UCW) was formed 
replacing the Womens Auxiliary and the Womens Missionary 
Society. During these years most of the money was raised from 
travelling baskets, travelling aprons, bring and buy sales, fowl 
suppers and church picnic suppers. From 1960 to 1978 they held 
65 quiltings where 655 quilts were made, $6,765 was raised. 
They held a bake sale at Polo Park; a tea at Phipps School; an 
auction sale at a meeting; and several flea markets, bazaars and 
teas in members' homes. In recent years an annual bazaar, bake 
sale and tea has been held at Bel Acres Golf Course. 

Through the years donations have gone to: John Milton 
Society for the Blind; Stony Mountain Manse, Mission and 
Service Fund; Arris Centre; Rosewood Lodge and Stonewood 
Place; South Interlake Library; Lilyfield Sunday School; and the 
Prairie Christian Training Centre at Fort Qu' Appelle. They 
purchased a two-way radio for the north. Parcels of clothing are 
sent to Indian reserves in Manitoba. The Observer Magazine is 
distributed to members of our congregation. Money has been 
given to our Ministers to buy books, cards, fruit, flowers and 
baking to take to the sick, shut-ins and bereaved. 

AS I REMEMBER ... 

In early days, before the church was built. services were held 
in the home of Mr. and Mrs. William Hughes. Mrs. Hughes 
played the piano. After about four years the congregation had 
saved enough money to build a one-room church and Sunday 
School in 19 I I. It was built by Mr. Hughes and neighbours; 
situated across the road from the Hughes - south of Inkster 
(which was then Kitchener Avenue) and west of King Edward 
(which was then Rosser Road). 

At the opening of the new church a marble clock was donated 
to Mr. and Mrs. William Hughes for holding services in their 
home. 

Some of the trustees were: Mr. Church, Mr. Childs, Mr. E. 
Fardoe and Mr. Hughes. The first minister was Reverend 
MacWilliam. Mrs. W. Hughes and Margaret Hughes Sutherland, 
were two of the Sunday School teachers. 

To raise money they held dances - Frank Fardoe played the 
piano - and box socials. Ladies made box lunches in fancy boxes. 
gentlemen bid on them and the successful bidder had the pleasure 
of eating with whoever furnished the lunch. During the summer 
they held picnics with sports and goodies. At that time a lot of 
baseball was enjoyed. 

The Church burned down in the late 1920's. The land was 
donated to the United Church of Canada and remains vacant. 

Grace Hughes Klimpke 

Excerpts from old church bulletins: 
"Thursday at 7:00 p.m. thcrc will hc a mccting of thc 

Mother's Cluh. All thosc lrishing to hccomc littlc mothers plcasc 
mcct with thc minister at 7:00 p.m." 

"This cl'cning thcrc will hc a IIlccting in thc north and sollth 
cnd oj'this church. Thc childrcn lIlay hc hapti:cd at hoth cnds." 

"On Sunday thcrc will hc a spccial collcction to dc/i'a\, 
c.\jJcnscs of a ncw carpct. Will all thosc wishinr; to do sOl7/cthin'" 
on thc carpct plcasc cOl7lcfonmrd and get a pi~cc ()j'papcr." " 

"Thc sC/'l'icc will closc with 'Littlc Drops oj' Water', onc oj' 
thc ladics will quictly start, thc rcst 
()j'thc congrcgation willjoin in." 

GROSSE ISLE UNITED CHURCH 

Grosse Is!e Ullired Church 

Grosse Isle United Church services were first held in the 
newly constructed consolidated school. the first one in 1925 
being organized by Mr. Tom Barnett. Some of the student 
ministers were: Mr. A. Stephen, Mr. Scott Leigh. Mr. James L. 
Fargey, Mr. A. Boone, and Mr. Eric Austin. The finances were 
handled through Rosser Church and Mr. Tom Tyler was the 
pianist. 

In 1927 a meeting was called to set up the first Board of 
Managers which included: C. McCormack. H.F. Craig. A.M. 
Rutherford, Mrs. A. Mernett, Mrs. N. Rutherford, Mrs. W. 
Miller, Mrs. W. Murphy, and Mrs. S. Harris. 

Reverend G. Hinds. the first ordained minister, reorganized 
the Warren-Rosser Charge in 1930 and appointed elders and 
stewards at Grosse Isle. Other ministers were: Reverend George 
Hambley, 1934; Reve'rend John McLeod. 1938; Reverend Joe 
Wiznuk, 1943; Reverend George Denyes, 1948; and Reverend 
Abel Parsons. 1952. 

Sunday School was conducted downstairs during part of the 
church service. There were usually one or two classes. 

In 1953 road construction forced the Rosser congregation to 
move their church from its site on a curve in the road. It was 

Grosse Is/c UI/itcd Church IIIclllhers ,{tier II scn'icc held il/ Grossc Is/e Schoo/, 
JUlie 1938 
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decided to sell the building, if possible, and build a new church 
in the centre of the Village. So, for the sum of $ I ,000, Grosse 
Isle was able to purchase the structure. This decision was made 
under the gentle guidance of the minister, Reverend Abel 
Parsons. The building was moved to Grosse Isle to a lot, donated 
by Mr. H. Tyler, across from the school in the RM of Rockwood. 

MEADOWS CHURCH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 
RcprilllCdfi"Ol1l Mcadows CClllcllllial1970 

Aroulld 19/6, church service and SlIlIda',' School were held ill 
the Meadows Schoo!. The minister fi'om Warren, Mr. Morrow, 
conducted services for ahollt two years. Mr. Barry F erguSO/l, the 
hookkeeper at the Strurr farm, was the SUllday School teacher. 
Later, around /935, church services were held ill the Community 
Hal!. Reverend J. Hamhley fi'om Warrell led the selTices. 
Services were held for one summer. Whell the Swedish people 
came to Camp /, they held their own church services. A minister 
./i'om the Swedish Zion Church in Winnipeg conducted the 
services ... From time to time there is a slimmer BiNe school for 
children dictated hy lIumhers alld age. These are arranged hy 
Susan Brallll of the Pigeoll Lake Mennonite Church. The 
Vacation School is aided fillallcially hy the Church and the 
Meadows Women's Auxiliary. At the present time there is no 
organi:ed church at Meadows. Memhers oj'the commllnity trm'e! 
to other churches ro arrend services. 

Galhering (~( Swcdish fCllllilics Fl!' chllrch sCHicc al Ihc Mallllas hOlIlC in Ihe 
carly 1930's 

The Lutheran Faithful 

There is no Lutheran Church in the RM of Rosser. There are, 
however, some very devout members of this faith. Zion Lutheran 
Church, established in 1890 and situated at the corner of 
Fountain and Logan in Winnipeg was the first church the 
Swedish people were in contact with after their arrival at 
Meadows in 1931. The church later became St. Mark's Lutheran 
Church and, in 1990, the congregation celebrated its centennial 
year. 

Following is an excerpt taken from a book published that year. 
" ... A new wave of Swedish Lutherans arriving in Canada in 

the late I 920's and early 1930's spelled growth for the 
congregation. One group of these Lutherans has settled at 
Meadows, Manitoba about 25 miles northwest of the city. Like 
the original members of Zion, they brought with them devotion 
and a strong faith. They joined Zion congregation in 1932, often 
travelling into the city by train to attend Sunday worship. Shortly 

124 

thereafter, services on a somewhat regular basis were instituted at 
Meadows. The Pastor travelled to Meadows by train where he 
was met by Meadows members in whatever vehicle was suitable 
for the road conditions - wagon, car or sleigh. Some of these 
families and their descendants continue today as active members 
of St. Mark's." 

Transporting Ihc paslorti'olll Ihc Ira ill slation al McodOl\'s 10 Ihc hOlllc o(.fohn 
Mallllas prior 10 chllrch sC/'I'icc, 

Many families sent their children to Winnipeg on the 7:00 
a.m. Saturday passenger trains to attend confirmation classes. 
The evening train arrived back at home at 10:30 at night, making 
it a very long day. Services were held every other Sunday in the 
Malmas home at Meadows, conducted at first by the people and 
later by the minister from Zion Lutheran Church in Winnipeg. 
They were continued until around 1953. Today everyone travels 
by car and the closeness to their church has not diminished. The 
annual church service and picnic takes place at Meadows hall 
and is enjoyed by the congregation and anyone in the community 
who wishes to attend. 

MENNONITES 

The Mennonites are a Protestant Christian group which 
originated in the Netherlands in the 16th century. Their beliefs 
are based on the Bible, especially the New Testament. They 
believe in baptism upon confession of faith (adult baptism); 
separation oJ the church and the state; and non-violence. The 
name derives from one of the early organizers, Bishop Menno 
Simons. Through the years, they were often persecuted for their 
pacifistic stance in many of the countries where they sought 
refuge. 

The earliest intlux of Mennonites to North America occurred 
during the latter part of the 19th century. Then the next large 
group came to North America after the Russian Revolution in the 
early 1920's. They had settled on the southern steppes of the 
Russian Ukraine toward the end of the 18th century but were 
persecuted by the communists and many applied to come to 
Canada. Through the efforts of many others, a fairly large group 
settled in the area west of Winnipeg. Debts of gratitude are owed 
to the Government of Canada and Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King for allowing the immigration: to the CPR for transporting 
these mostly penniless immigrants on credit; and to the officials 
of the Mennonite Board of Colonization for arranging for their 
settlement. 

Individually and in groups these people settled in the area 
west of the Village of Rosser. There were the Reimers, Brauns, 
Ennses, Loewens, and Voths, east of Meadows. The Abrahams, 
Doerksens, Goosens, Klievers, Siemens, Warkentins and others -
more than 30 families - who settled on Camp One west of 
Meadows on the Syndicate or Strutt farm. 



One of the first prionlIes of any of these groups was to 
establish a place of worship. At first, they met in their homes but 
this soon proved to be inadequate. They looked about to find a 
larger building and adapted a bunkhouse on the Strutt farm as 
early as 1925. Here they met until 1927 when the group 
disbanded and some of them settled elsewhere. For awhile they 
met in the SI. Francois Xavier West schoolhouse but, in 1929, the 
use of a building was denied them. For a short period of time 
they used the Meadows Hall; but after Thanksgiving service in 
the fall of 1929, a committee was selected to find and to buy a 
permanent church building. This committee accomplished its 
objective the very next day with the purchase of the former 
Presbyterian Church building in Rosser for $300. A parcel of 
land, River Lot 125, in the RM of St. Francois Xavier, south of 
the present Highway 26, was donated by the company that owned 
much of the land in the area. The church building was moved to 
this site with the use of five tractors. The move took the better 
part of two days to complete. Much work remained to be done. 
To pay for the building and the repairs, each family was assessed 
one dollar pi us 50 cents per male worker over 18 years of age 
plus one cent per cultivated acre of farmland owned or operated. 
Thus was the beginning and organizing of the Schoenfelder 
Mennonite Church. 

There has never been an organized Mennonite Church in the 
RM of Rosser but people of this faith have lived, worked and 
flourished in this area. They have participated in the activities 
associated with the communities, schools, skating and curling 
rinks, even occasionally entering into politics of the area and 
continue to do so. 

Although many of the descendants of the early settlers have 
since moved away, in some cases descendants to the third and 
fourth generation still reside here. Still others, through marriage 
and assimilation, add to the mosaic of the area. 

GERMAN CATHOLICS 

In 1929 a number of GenTIan immigrants settled in and around 
Rosser. These were trying and challenging years in adapting to 
their new chosen land. The members of this group consisted of 
the following families: Bentlers, Havixbecks, Hoelschers, 
Holtmanns and Kochschultes. Being Catholic, they were faced 
with travelling to the nearest Catholic church located in St. 
Charles. 

Rural roads were not gravelled and vehicular means were of 
early vintage making pursuit of their religious belief, a freedom 
of this country, difficult at times. It was not unusual for families 
to miss regular church on Sundays because roads were 
impassable or to travel by horse-drawn sleighs in winter months 
to attend special religious days of significance to a Catholic. 

Families also faced the need to obtain religious instructions 
for their children, thus the girls spent part of their public school 
years as resident students of SI. Charles convent. The boys would 
spend a number of weeks each summer at the convent for 
catechism classes. 

HUTTERIAN CHURCH 

The Hutterian way of life and belief grew out of the Swiss 
Brethren movement of the 16th century. The history of the 
Hutterites has been a history of continued persecution for their 
faith. The first Hutterite colonies were started in Canada in 1918. 
There is one Hutterian Brethern Church in the RM of Rosser. It is 

located at the Sturgeon Creek Hutterite Colony which was 
established in 1938. 

A belief of the Hutterite brethren which is not common to 
other faiths is their belief in the community of goods with all 
material possessions held in common. They are strict pacifists 
and do not serve in any armed services. As conscientious 
objectors they serve in other non-military capacities. 

In every Hutterite colony the head minister or spiritual leader 
is also the chief executive in the colony and he, along with an 
advisory board, makes all the major decisions. The Hutterite 
Church has been in existence for over 400 years and there is no 
evidence it will not continue long into the future. 

Divorce is not recognized and all marriages last until death. 
The prospective groom approaches the colony minister for 
permission to set a wedding date. The minister verifies the choice 
with all married male members. There must be a 7/8 majority for 
the wedding to proceed. The minister then provides written 
permission which the groom takes to the bride's minister. This is 
voted on again at the bride's colony and must also pass by a 7/8 
majority. If permission is granted then the groom seeks approval 
from the bride's parents. This is followed by a traditional 
engagement party where vows of intent are exchanged. The 
wedding itself starts on a Saturday evening with an introductory 
supper. Sunday morning the actual marriage vows are exchanged 
in the church under the supervision of an ordained minister. This 
is followed by an afternoon of singing and fellowship. The 
newlyweds reside on the groom's colony. 

In order to be baptised in the Hutterian Brethern Church the 
candidate must be a consenting adult, usually around 18 years of 
age. They approach their minister and must prove that they are 
worthy according to Christian principles. This must be voted on 
by the members and must have 100% majority. Only baptized 
members may participate in communion services which are held 
once a year. 

Funerals traditionally take place the afternoon of the second or 
third day after death. There is a wake held the night before with 
singing and prayers. Cremation is not accepted and all burials are 
in the colony cemetery. Non-church members are made welcome 
at the Hutterian Brethern Churches at any time. 

JEWISH SETTLERS 

According to Jewish law, 10 men are needed for worship. 
This requirement was easily fulfilled when some sections of the 
Rural Municipality were settled, in 1934, by a colony of Jewish 
families. Worship was conducted on the colony in the homes of 
various families. 

The isolation of the colony posed some problems. Keeping a 
kosher house meant special arrangements which had to be in 
place to bring in supplies that had been properly prepared 
according to rabbinical law. These supplies were particularly 
difficult to bring in during the winter months when travel was 
restricted because of road conditions. For a while the colony had 
a resident "shochet" who was authorized to butcher in the 
prescribed kosher manner. He butchered very little livestock, 
however, and the colony ate a great deal of chicken. 

Around 1936 the colony began to disband as some families 
sold their interests and moved away. At this point the families 
that remained began to travel into Winnipeg to worship although 
this was mainly done for high holy days. Members of the 
Pressman family, who remained in the area for the longest 
period, have been actively involved in Rosh Pina Synagogue 
since the mid-1950's. 
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FARMING 

In the 1890's ... 
Today it is hard to comprehend the courage of early settlers 

who loaded their few possessions and families into Red River 
carts and struck off into the unknown. They endured great 
hardships to establish themselves. 

High land with a good supply of water was a main priority. 
Settlers who located in the Municipality of Rosser either 
purchased land from the Metis or speculators who had already 
purchased Metis lands. Farms in this area were originally 240-
acre parcels, commonly called "Half Breed Script". 

New settlers immediately began the exhausting work of 
providing food and shelter for their families and animals. Houses 
were often very primitive; usually consisting of one or two rooms 
with a wood stove in the corner of one room. 

There was very little cultivated acreage in the initial years 
because clearing virgin land was back-breaking work. The first 
crops were oats, mainly to feed the oxen and horses upon which 
the settlers were solely dependent for power, work and 
transportation. The wheat grown in these initial years was ground 
into flour for food. Wood was chopped for fuel. 

Granaries of this time were two-storey structures with stairs to 
the second floor. As grain was threshed, it was bagged and 
carried by hand to the second floor where it was stored until it 
was needed. A few of these old-style granaries can still be found 
throughout this municipality. 

In 1910 to 1930 ... 
Agriculture developed at a surprisingly rapid rate. By the 

1900's fairly large fields were under cultivation. 
Grain was shipped by rail to Port Arthur and Fort William. 

Ontario for sale. Platform sidings appeared in different locations 
throughout the Municipality and farmers drew their grain by 
team and wagon or team and sleigh to the sidings. They filled 
waiting boxcars by hand using scoops and shovels. 

Most of the grain in the early years was kept in bags: 135 
pounds of wheat equalled a two and one-quarter bushel measure 
and was a fair load to shoulder. As more farmers acquired good 
wagon boxes, grain was more frequently hauled in bulk. 

Steam powered harvest separators began to appear - usually 
owned by one person. Grain was cut by horse-binder and 
stooked. Later it was stacked in pairs of round pointed stacks. 
The feeder house of the separator was set between the stacks and 
the sheaves were forked in by hand. 

Farmers in the small communities usually all worked together 
in getting harvest done. The women of the district would often 
help in the kitchen at whichever farm the harvesters were 
working. Threshing was a hard job that lasted from dawn to dusk. 
It was also a source of excitement and fellowship that is gone 
forever. 

Steam engines were used during the summer to break virgin 
land for cultivation. Sometimes Indians were hired to clear the 
land of bush before breaking and then afterwards to gather 
stumps and stones. 

Small gas tractors became available around 1917. Some 
stately homes and better farm buildings also began to appear. 

In the 1930's ... 
The 1930's could arguably have been the most memorable 

decade in farming history. The Great Depression, which started 
with the infamous market crash of 1929, gripped the entire 
world. 
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Wheat sales dropped dramatically. Millions of people were 
unemployed. In an attempt to encourage employment. the 
Government of Canada promised to match any $5 monthly wage. 
There were probably plenty of hired men that never saw that 
extra $5 a month. 

Farms were hit with devastating drought. severe infestations 
of grasshoppers, grain rust. high winds, unbearably hot summers 
and bitterly cold winters. and extremely low grain prices. 

In spite of the economy, farm tractors with rubber tires 
appeared. The horsebinders were being replaced with 10-foot 
power binders that were pulled by tractor. Teams and wagons 
were replaced by trucks. The first combines were beginning to 
appear: tractor-drawn, pull-type machines that required an 
operator on both combine and tractor. Grain drills increased in 
size to 14-feet. Predominant crops of this era were wheat, oats 
and barley. 

It was election year in Canada in 1935: the Depression had 
given people a lot to worry and complain about. Grasshoppers 
hatched in untold millions in 1936. They licked up every crop in 
sight, darkening the sun as they sought new fields. A turning 
point was finally reached in 1937. Rains came and the dust 
storms disappeared - gone but not forgotten. The following year 
crop conditions were amazingly better: however, the price of 
wheat was 80 cents for No I at the Lakehead so even those with 
fair crops saw very little cash income. 

The final year of the Dirty Thirties continued in a manner fit 
to scare any survivor of the previous years. One day in early July 
the temperature went to 99.9 degrees. In the Rosser area some 
said it was the worst day of the entire decade but it brought 
welcome rain. 

War came in September and the Depression ended virtually 
overnight. Nonetheless. it took several years before the effects of 
that era could be overcome - especially in Western Canada. 

In 1940 to 1950 ... 
There were many good years during this period. Crops 

steadily improved and prices started a steady incline - a welcome 
relief after the Depression of the Thirties. The main crops grown 
were bread wheat, oats, malting barley and some flax. 

The beginning of World War II brought about a shortage of 
labour. Many of the young men in the Municipality joined the 
armed forces. 

This decade brought about the displacement of horses as the 
most common form of power. Grain separators were rapidly 
being replaced by both pull-type and self-propelled combines .. 
The combine made a significant difference at harvest. Grain 
farmers became completely independent of hired labour. 
Swathers, from 12 to 16-foot widths. replaced the binders as the 
combine proved it was here to stay. 

The early-day scoop shovel and the wagon holding about 60 
bushels of wheat gave way to large grain augers driven by tractor 
power take-off. Grain augers mounted on farm trucks became a 
welcome relief. Large rubber-tired tractors and crawler tractors 
appeared in the fields. Implements with improvements such as 
lights, self-starters. and better seating for the operator made the 
job more comfortable. Horsepower ranged up to 40 HP: diesel 
fuel was 12 cents a gallon; and metal grain bins began to replace 
wooden granaries. 

The evolution of farm machinery after World War II made it 
possible for fewer to accomplish more thus opening the way for 
many family farms to expand. Rural electrification came to 



Rosser Municipality in 1948-49. This improvement probably did 
more to improve rural life than any other single factor. 

In 1950 to 1960 ... 
Sophisticated farm machinery continued to develop. Trucks 

with hydraulic hoists became popular. Farm implements became 
wider; wing lift cultivators appeared including the "deep tiller" 
type. 

The greatest change in farm equipment was the discer and it 
was soon to be found on every farm. This implement was capable 
of killing weeds and sowing grain in one operation. It came in 
widths from 12 to 20 feet. In 1955 farmers began hitching discers 
in tandem which covered even wider areas with each pass. 

Crops were generally good these years. Commercial fertilizer 
made it possible to continuous crop the land. Many types, with 
many methods of application, have been introduced since this 
initial introduction. About the same time, the use of summer 
fallow as a cropping practice deCI·eased. 

Weed control by crop spraying began to become common 
practice with the introduction of chemicals to the farming sector. 
The first chemical to be used for this purpose was 2,40. 
Refinements have continued until a very wide spectrum of 
chemicals can be used today. In combination, they do a nearly 
complete kill of weeds in one operation. 

Economic conditions continued to improve. In this 
environment many new homes, along with farm buildings. were 
constructed. 

In 1960 to 1970 ... 
In July, 1962 eleven inches of rain fell within five days. 

Standing crops already headed out were submerged in water. Big 
drainage improvements were needed and were made. 

Although 1968 was another wet year, farmers went to great 
lengths to harvest their crops. That fall it never seemed to stop 
raining until freeze-up. Rice tires and crawler tracks were 
mounted on combines and swathers. A large amount of crop was 
harvested by straight combining. Numerous fanners purchased 
grain dryers to dry their own grain and to do custom drying for 
other farmers in the area. 

The late sixties saw the introduction of many new machines. 
Grain augers increased in size, up to 10-3/4 inch diameter and 54 
feet long. Larger combines with air conditioned cabs became 
available. 

Through the years mixed fanning had been the norm. Farms 
became larger. Many farmers began specializing in one form of 
production or another: grain. cattle, dairy, hogs or chickens. 
Crops became even more diversified with grain corn, sunflowers, 
peas, and rapeseed (which would soon be called Canol a). 

In 1970 to 1980 ... 
During these years crops were reasonably good. There has 

been a major diversification in crops along with the development 
of earlier maturing graincorn varieties and with markets 
established for canola, sunflowers, canary seed, lentils and other 
special crops. Disease resistance and improvements in the quality 
of today's varieties made Canadian No. I hard wheat and canol a 
the best in the world. 

The early seventies brought a large increase in grain prices. 
This was mainly due to very large grain and flour purchases by 
the Soviet Union. Wheat prices climbed from 95 cents to $3.50 a 
bushel within a few months. Along with the improvement in 
grain prices, farm land values went up due, primarily, to an 
influx of European buyers. 

In 1971 diesel fuel was 28 cents a gallon. In 1976 rotary 
combines and 30-foot wide swathers were introduced. Large 
farm trucks became popular - some with 20-foot boxes and 
tandem axles. Deep tiller cultivators increased in size up to 40 
feet wide. Single axle and 4-wheel drive tractors became more 
powerful with increases to 180 and 250 H.P. respectively. 

Metal grain bins were larger and had screen flooring. They 
were often hooked up to electric fans making it possible to 
harvest and store grain with higher moisture content. 

The buoyancy of the farm communities began to dissipate 
under the weight of inflation. High land prices made it expensive 
for local producers to continue expansion. High interest rates 
added new pressures. In fact many farmers are still struggling 
under the burden of these two important factors. 

During the mid-1970's OPEC (Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries) dramatically and unexpectedly increased 
the price for crude oil at the wellhead. This triggered an 
escalation of energy costs which has burdened the agricultural 
community ever since. 

In 1980 to 1992 ... 
Grain prices from 1980 to 1984 remained good; wheat sold as 

high as $5.25 a bushel. In 1985 grain prices started a steady 
annual decline that has not yet stopped. 

A subsidy war between Europe and the United States lowered 
grain prices which, in turn, caused land prices to fall. Farm 
expenses have steadily increased: machinery. fertilizer. fuel. 
hydro and chemicals are all more expensive to say nothing of the 
cost of living in general. 

In 1987 Manitoba Pool built a modern concrete high through
put elevator in the Municipality. It took the place of three 
previous elevator locations: Bergen. Rosser and Gordon. 
However. these days farmers frequently fill producer/dealer 
hopper cars at local railway sidings with their own farm augers to 
eliminate elevating charges at the elevator. Grain cleaning at the 
elevator is no longer done. Some farmers have their own cleaning 
system. others have their grain custom cleaned. 

Predictably, equipment has changed. Grain swathers have 
become wider - up to 36 feet; those up to 30 feet have shifting 
tables to lay twin swaths. The latest on the market is the self
propelled swather complete with air conditioned cab. The 
practice of straight conibining has increased steadily over the last 
decade. 

Hard economic times have impacted on implement 
manufacturing companies. The result has been either 
amalgamation or closure which has left fewer companies 
manufacturing farm machinery. Discers are no longer 
manufactured. Airseeders are rapidly replacing them for seeding. 

An improvement called the grain vac elevates grain from bin 
to truck without shovelling. It also removes a high percentage of 
grain dust which has been a health risk to farmers. Stubble 
burning, which has traditionally been common practice, is 
discouraged by modern farm practices and environmental health 
groups. 

The disintegration of the Soviet Union could become a big 
loss to Canadian agriculture. With the upheaval and downfall of 
that economy, the question is whether the countries that used to 
make up the Soviet Union will continue as major grain 
customers. 

Many farmers now purchase crop insurance which offers 
some protection against crop loss. Hail insurance offers specific 
coverage when that phenomenon occurs. Throughout the 1980' s 
the government/fanner-funded program called the Western Farm 
Stabilization Act (WGSA) proved to be helpful. This program 

129 



has been replaced by two new "safety-nets" called Gross 
Revenue Insurance Program (GRIP) and Net Income 
Stabilization Account (NISA). Because these programs were just 
put into place in 1991, their value is still speculative. 

Many farmers work with brokers to stay in tune with the 
activity on the commodities exchange. Now competing in a 
world market, farmers have improved their financial 
management skills. Accurate and up-to-date records are essential 
and computers are often incorporated into the record keeping 
process. 

The farmer of today is still as dependent as the farmer of 
earlier times on the weather. Environmental pressures that were 

not a concern in the 1970's have become major considerations on 
crop production. 

The change from mixed farming to specialized farming makes 
today's farmers more vulnerable to global competition and the 
vagaries of weather and crop failure. Wheat has always been the 
mainstay of Rosser agriculture. Many farmers today are leaning 
toward growing semi-dwarf feed wheats and large acreage of 
lentils were sown in 1992. 

Mixed farming incorporating large crops of grain and the 
advantage of access to markets has helped the citizens of this 
Municipality live comfortable and reasonably prosperous lives 
for the last 100 years. 

FROM MULES TO MECHANIZATION 

Andy Haghorg plowing with horses and nil des. 1914 Seedillg II'ith lIIule tealll. 1914. "WeyalloKe". JWlles Farlll. Grosse Isle 

Wallace Childerhose sceding. 1918 Violet I-/aghorg seedillg with Case tractor. 1921 

Victor and Clarence Haghorg plowing with Hart Parr tractor. 1915 Walter Miller. Tiralltractor. 1920 
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PloH'ing H'ilh early lraclor (nole/il/TOH' guidallce syslem) 

Comrie's John Deere 15-27 Model D wilh Cockshull seed drill. 1939 

Slookillg shem'es 

LaH'rence and E\'eIYII Huhka cUlling graill H'ilh hillder 

Haghorg's Ihreshing ou(j/1-1918 

Normall Corhelt'sj!rsl lraclOr. a McCormick-Deering 15-30 

Boh Comrie elllling Sll'eel clm'er wilh hinder and horses 

J. Bmuns cUllillg graill wilh Model D and I\\'O hillders. 1939; IHargarel 1111 

lraelOr . .lake jUllior alld Jake sellior Oil hillders. 

Threshing al Comries. 1940; George Hudslln on separalor ami Percy 
Hudsoll pilchillg shem'es 

Threshillg - Dan Slewart. 1938 
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Andy and Henny J-Iaghorg with Case tractor, 1934 

COII/ries' 1931 John Deere Mode! D 15-27,2 speed (sloll' and sIOll'er), AIFLocht, 
opeJ"({wr. 

Ja!.:e Brallil discillg lI'ith John Deere lvlodel D (lnd 21.fi)()t disc, 1939 

The .first l1'illg-trpe cllitil'(ltor in Rosser plIl/ed hr !-ID 9 III/is Chaill/ers cUIII'ler 
tractor; Charles D. Stewart and dallghter. Shirley Stell'art, .1111.1' 1957. 

Caterpillar Challenger "65" (llote ruhher trads) 
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COlI/rie.I·' 19-14 Johll Deere Ivlode! D, Rar Taplin operator 

MllllroS JD "AI?" s{({lIdillg heside -IWDJD8640 

COli/ric's IJ-I TD6 crall'ler tractor with GraIWlI/e-!-Iollllne cllltil'{Jtor. 

TOIII Pmterson's nell' Ford tractor, Ross (age 3) on tractor, 1952 

4WD tractors {/{ Norhergs, 1991 



Berl Comrie seedillg ill 1958; Johll Deere 820 IraClOr, 16 j(!01 discer, 19-19 
Chel'rolellrtlcl.:. 

Boil While jillillg disce,,, 1989 

Charlie D. Slewarl seedillg wilh discers, 1981 

Hoas Farms 80,l{)()1 harrow bar 

GlIllllar Norberg seedillg wilh Coc/.:S/JIIII lraclor alld lvlasst\' Fergusoll 15.1i)ol 
discer (llole electric drill/iI/), 

Alall Bmcliell seedillg II'ilh IN lraclor alld IIt'o 16./i!OIII-1 di.l·c('l"s. 

Alall Beache/! seedillg wilh press drill 

Seedillg wilh Johll Deere lrac/or alld /I\'() 16.1iJiJI disc('l"s 
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Golden-Arro\\' 60/oot /ield sprayer, 1967; Ben COII/rie/anll. 

El'c/yn Hlli>ka swathing harley \\'ith John Deere 16j{JOt s\\'other 

S\\'athing with John Deere 4020 tractor and 20j(}()t swathFr. 

Larry Thiessen swathing/lax, 1991 
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Spra-COllpe, 1985 

Sll'othing oats ll'ith 1942 John Deere Model Band 16 j{JOt swath{'/', 1950. 

Larry Thiessen swathing wh('(lt with White tractor and 30.f(Jot MacDon sll,ather, 
1991. 

Till/ Winter swathing /Iax with Versatile bi-directional tractor and 30 jrJot header 
(nOle swath roller) 1991. 



Gne of Ihe earlieSI comhines in Rosser. Massey Harris comhine and Case 
lraclor, CF. Collins, 1928. 

I-Iagborgs comhining wilh Case combines and lraefors, 1930. 

Frank, Earl, Glen Minaker wilh early Massey Harris combine. 

H(JJ'I'esling on Jacob Bralln farm - 1942 - John Deere Model D lraclor, IH No. 
22 combine, one Ion grain lruck. 

Norman Corhell'slirsl comhine 

Early Massey Harris combine and l}'(Iefor, John S'('\\'(/r( pilOlO. 

Beachell's IH No. 22 combine and grainlmcks, 1941. 

Lawrence and El'elyn Hllbka harl'esling - Model D Iraclor, John Deere 36 
combine and 1940 Ford lruck 
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George Comrie slraiglJl comiJining wilh Masser 
Harris 6 FIOI clipper combine and .lohn Deere Model 
B l}'(Ictor, 1942, 

PIIII type comiJining al Dan Slewart's, 1946, Rear 
combine a .lohn Deere No. 17 operaled by Dan 
Sieworl, Fonl comhine and IraC/or owned hr Art 
Pelerson, bOlh machines plllled by crall'ler IraClOrs . 

Bert Comrie comhining wilh .lohn Deere No. 17 com
bine and 1944 !'vlodel D lractor, 1947. 
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.llIlills Norberg combining lI'ilh .lohn Deere No. 65 comhine and 
Olil'('/" lractor, 1966. 

Fallfenili:ing wilh air seeder and 4WD lractor. 

.lohn Hoas Versatile 750 4WD lraclor, air seeder andfertili:{'/' lank. 

Irwin Friesen combining wilh .lohn Deere 6601 combine and 4240 lraclor, 1982. 

Irwin Friesen seeding wilh Fle.ri-coil air seeder and .lohn Deere 4450 1}'(Ic/or, 
1989 

Ron Bralln, Triple B Farms, Meadows; seeding 1992 wilh {/ .lohn Deere 8850 
traclor and F1e.ri-coiI50j(JOI air seeder wilh liqllidferljli:er lank onlrailer. 



Kcn al/d Bryce Norherg l\'ith John Deerc 95 comhine, 1972, 

Finishing up comhining Oil £IICjuisl.f{l/'In. carly 1960's, 

Don Stewart comhillillg slII!flowers. 1985. 

Johll Winter wilh New Holland TR 96 combining/lax. 1991 

GUllnar Norherg combillillg wilh John Deere 7721 comhille alld 4WD lracror. 
1980. 

Comhillillg .flax al Braulls. 1991 - Mike Le/ley. Case lH 1680; Johll WillieI'. Nell' 
Hollalld TR 96; Krisly Brallli. Johll Deere 9600. 

lrwill Friesen slraighl comhilling wheal wilh Johll Deere 7720 comhille. 1989. 

Charlie and Don Stewarr siraighl comhinillg semi-d\l'w/whear in 1992. 
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George Comrie scoopillg graill illto porta hie hill, 1940 

Halllillg graill 011 Krowiakj(/I"III, 1959 

Normall Corhell wilh early lruck 

Gerald Belllley wilh Gelleral Molors lruck loaded wilh hagged potaloes 

Joseph Pallersoll's 1926 lruck 

JlIliall DeGrm'e Ford olle-Iolllruck, 1940's 

Ed S:lImlallski's Maple Leeillruck, 1940's 

138 



1949 Chel'rolef one-fOl/fmc/.: 1967 ChelTolef Model 50 grain fmc/.: 

1979 CMC 7000 grain fmc/.: C. NoriJerg & SOliS. 1/-1 grain fmck. 1984 

Hoas Farms grain fmc/.: and frailer. 1992. Brian Roche graillfrailer. 1990 
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MOBILE GRAIN HOPPER 

In 1929, I purchased a truck H'ith the help ()j' Ben Frain and 
his shop, and made a centre dump hox. I was the first in the area 
to haul gravel with a truck. Until this time, horse drawn sleighs 
or H'agons were in use. About the same time, I also huilt grain 
hoxes on my trucks in which, during han'est season, I hauled 
grain from the threshing machines. The grain was stored in 
elel'Clted hoppers on skids and later on ·wheels. These held ji-om 
200 to 350 hushels and gave a truck a chance to haul ji-om 
several threshers, depending on whether the grain went to the 
elCl'ators or granaries. 

In the early 1940' s it hecame el'idellt that the threshers were 
going out and combines were coming in, hut these machines 
could not store grain in highhins. So I started H'oding on low 
mohile grain hoppers with augers driven/i'om the power take-()fj' 
on trucks hy flexible power cables which were easily connected 
to each machine. One machine was patented in Canada. Later a 
double auger, (hori:ontal feed auger and elel'Clting auger) were 
del'eloped and patented in the United States (a/fer ([ search of 
American Patent Office records). 

Mo/Jile Craill Hopper. Calladiall 
Palelll. Fe/Jruary 7. 1945. F.A. 
Mulligall 

Mo/Jile Craill Hopper. Alllericall 
PalclIl. Fe/Jruarr 5. 1946. F.A. 
Mulligall 

As events later transpired I did not follow lip the offer (d' a 
Vancouver company to take on a promotion of my machine and I 
did not re-patent the American model in Canada el'en though it 
was by far the more use/ill model. Also about the same time 1 
acquired the first dragline to load gravel and since the grain 
hauling season was of much shorter duration than the gravel 
season, I went out oj'the grain hauling business. 

A manufacturing company of Carro!!, Iowa purchased the 
patent rights from me for /ive states: Iowa, Minnesota, !//inois, 
Nebraska, and Missouri. Later the machine or a similarity was 
produced in Canada by a company unknown to me and I heliel'e 
there are several in the Gordon, Manitoba area which are used 
in various ways. 

Though I did not achieve much financial gain, I had a lot of 
pleasure del'eloping the models in Mitchell's blacksmith shop in 
Winnipeg during two winters. However, I will say that the quota 
system and large farm trucks with hydraulic pumps and changing 
of the times have had their effects on the use oj'the Mobile Grain 
Hopper. 
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- Fred Mulligan 
reprinted ji-om Rosser Ripples 

HIRED HELP 

We would be remiss if something wasn't written about the 
hired men that formed a very important part of this municipality 
in years gone by. 

Most farms, in the early part of the century, had hired men. 
These were people who became an important part of the 
community. Many, in time, bought land and farmed for 
themselves but some were content to continue to work for others. 
They added greatly to the baseball teams and any other events 
that took place at that time. I think of Charlie Eaken who worked 
for my father for 40 years. Besides being an invaluable worker 
on the farm, he was a friend to all the young people of the 
district. Charlie looked after an open air skating rink in the barn 
yard that was used by everyone in the community. His one-room 
shack served as a dressing room for putting on and taking off 
skates. 

During the twenties, until the early forties, many farms also 
had domestic help known, at that time, as "hired girls". They also 
became an important part of the community. Some married 
farmers or hired men in the district while others moved on to 
employment in the city. 

In the thirties the government started a program whereby it 
contributed $5 a month towards a hired man's pay if a farmer 
kept him employed for the winter. The farmer was to supply 
room and board and pay an additional $5 a month. In many 
cases, as fanners had very little money, the hired man agreed to 
forego the extra $5 so he would have a place to stay during the 
winter. 

The size of most farms varied from a quarter to half a section. 
Sometimes they were as large as a section of land. Usually they 
employed two or three men during the summer. It is certainly 
different today when farms are 1,000-2,000 acres and run by the 
operator and the family with just occasional outside help. 

by Alan Beachell 

GRAIN FARMING 

In this part of Manitoba the most common crops planted 100 
years ago were wheat, barley, oats and flax. Over the years new 
wheat and barley varieties were continually developed to combat 
new rust races, From early types of Red Fife and Marquis wheat 
to the present day varieties, hundreds have been through farmers' 
hands and discarded as diseases took them. 

Specialty crops such as sunflowers, rapeseed (now known as 
canola), corn, peas, lentils and alfalfa were also an important part 
of spring planting early in the area's history. 

Production practices have changed. Fertilizers became 
common in the thirties and forties; weed sprays and continuous 
cropping in the fifties and sixties. Experiments have proven the 
old deep ploughing method is no longer necessary except in rare 
instances. The practice of "zero till" has been implemented 
successfully in certain areas, "minimum till" too, as farming 
progressively involves methods of soil conservation and seeks 
ways to cut down on erosion by wind and water. 

Electricity was the biggest boon for farm women and, for all 
fanners, the change from horse power and steam to gasoline and 
diesel fuel marked a milestone in their lives. Almost overnight 
sales of crops increased since there was no longer a necessity for 
growing feed for horses. Another advantage became clear, 
fanners could manage the same amount of land with less labour. 

In 1992 seed cleaning plants have taken over from elevators 
as a major source of commercial seed. Common crops are still 
wheat and barley. Varieties of hard spring wheat seeded are 



Katepwa, Columbus, Roblin, and AC Minto as well as some 
specialty wheats such as Biggar, Genesis and Glenlea. Argyle is 
the principal malting barley and Bedford is probably the main 
feed barley at this time. 

GORDON CROP IMPROVEMENT CLUB 

Cordoll Cropllllprol'elllelll Cluh 
Back Roll': .fohll WhiTehead. DOli Richlllolid (AIaliiToha Pool Elel'alOr Fieldlllall). 
Ross Oades. EI'ered Lall'rellce. fh/l"l'er A Tkillsoll . .fohll STell'arT. E.M. Dllllcall 
(MaliiToha Pool Fie/dlllall). 
Middle Roll': Boh MVI'OII. LesTer Bergei'. Verll Ismel . .fack Buckle. Boh Comrie. 
Charlie Morrisoll. Willller AIcCal'llle.\'. W(t/lv OaTII·o\,. Ross COIiC/uergood. Bel'l 
COlllrie. Charles C. ST('\\'{/I'l. Emil' Oades. 
FroliT ROil': Harry Rose. MilToli Kllapp. Ted Ward. Maurice EII'aliek. Harold 
HOII'lalid. Cecil Shol'l (Beal'('/' Bils Lilies dril'('/'). Charlie M. STell·arT. 

During the year of 1938 Mr. Don Richmond of Manitoba Pool 
Ele\'ators MPE and Mr. Robert Whiteman, Provincial 
Agronomist, cOllcei\'ed the idea of establishing Crop 
1mpro\'emellt Clubs throughout the province under the 
sponsorship q{ Pool Elel'{ltor Associations. 

The basic concept (){ the plan was to up-grade the standard (~{ 
cereal seed grains used on Manitoba farms by forming seed 
clubs within the district sel'l'iced by an Elevator Association. The 
members of a seed club, having chosen a registered l'C/riety and 
kind. would reproduce that variety on a sma!! selected acreage 
with the same care and attention ()f' a registered seed grower. 
The increase from the plot would be the seed used the fo!!owing 
season. Gordon Seed Club was one of the original clubs 
established and created keen interest among the young farmers 
for many years. The plots were scored by the field men prior to 
harvesting, and incentives ()f!'ered for the high scoring plots, plus 
a score on a sample q{grainji'om the plot. 

The ultimate achiel'ement however, was to obtain high score 
in a !)I'o\'incia! district, and so win a five-day trip to the 
Lakehead as guest o{the MPE. Two members (}{the Gordon Seed 
Club werefor!unate in quali{ying for the trip. R.T. Comrie and J. 
Whitehead. 

However, the benefits accruing to the farming community at 
large. as a result (~I' activities sponsored and carried out by the 
Gordon Seed Club were of greatest importance. 

In addition to improving the quality o{ seed, man)' other facets 
of agriculture were dealt with such as ferti!i:;ers, weed sprays, 
soil surl'eys, machinery field days, test plots for ferti!i:;ers and 
chemical weed control, field trips, etc. The Gordon Seed Club 
was phased out in 1966. 

reprinted from Rosser Ripples 

SEED PRODUCTION 

When the RM of Rosser was incorporated in 1893, wheat and 
other crops had been grown in the Red River Valley for some 80 
years. since the arrival of the Selkirk Settlers. During that time 
the crop varieties grown were mostly introductions from Europe 
or the eastern United States and were not well-suited to the cold 
winters and short growing seasons of the Prairies. Red Fife. a 
selection from a variety introduced from Eastern Europe was the 
most popular variety of hard red spring wheat. However, it 
frequently froze because of its late maturity. 

In 1886 the Experimental Farm System was established by an 
Act of Parliament and, with it, plant breeding programs for all 
regions of Canada were begun. A significant development for the 
Prairies was the release in 1911 of Marquis wheat, produced 
from a cross between Red Fife and, from India, Hard Red 
Calcutta. Marquis was a much-improved variety with earlier 
maturity, good disease resistance and excellent milling and 
baking qualities. So superior was it that, by 1920, 90% of the 17 
million acres of hard red spring wheat grown on the Prairies was 
sown to Marquis and it is still regarded as the standard of quality 
to this day. Similar success stories can be told about other 
varieties and other crops. 

The development of new superior varieties is only one aspect 
of crop improvement. Of equal importance is the maintenance of 
genetic purity of the varieties and the use of quality seed by 
farmers; in other words, the transfer of technology from the 
research institutions to the ·farms. This need for quality seed 
resulted in the formation of The Canadian Seed Growers' 
Association in 1904 and of the Seed Branch of the Canada 
Department of Agriculture. The Seeds Control Act of 1905 
introduced seed grades; the Seeds Act of 1923 gave wider 
provisions for grading seed and established firmer working 
relationships between the plant breeding institutions, The 
Canadian Seed Growers' Association and the Seed Branch. 

AgriculTure Callada IlispeC/or ill select seed plOT 011 Irll'in Friesen .fell'll I. Spaces 
are pl'Ol'ided Toj{lcililaTe "Roguillg" (checking.l{)r illlpuriTies). 

Today pedigreed seed production in Canada is strictly 
regulated. Agriculture Canada plays a major role. The following 
excerpt from their publication, The Seed Program in Canada, 
explains how. 

"Agriculture Canada's Research Branch is the country's major 
plant breeder. It has breeding programs for all major crops in all 
parts of the country, run by researchers in numerous disciplines 
such as breeding, physiology and pathology. Many Canadian 
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universities also have extensive plant breeding programs and are 
the second most important source of varieties. Private companies 
are becoming more involved in plant breeding - several have 
bred corn for many years. More recently, some have set up 
programs for cereal, oilseeds and other crops ... 

"For a new variety to be sold in Canada it must first be 
registered ... The authority to register new varieties comes from 
the Seeds Act. administered by the Seed Division. 

"To become registered a variety must show agronomic merit. 
The major criterion is that it must equal or surpass accepted 
check varieties, or have some unique characteristic, such as 
disease resistance, that would be of value to Canadian 
agriculture. Merit is determined after a number of years of trials. 
~ "When a variety has been accepted, a description is published, 

which gives a botanical description, breeding history and 
performance data. Foreign varieties may also be submitted for 
registration but must follow the same procedures and meet the 
same requirements if they are to be sold in Canada. 

"Once a new variety has been accepted for registration it is 
multiplied through the pedigreeing system, which ensures genetic 
purity. Canada uses a limited generation system, with the number 
of generations dependent on the kind of crop and method of 
reproduction. This provides adequate supplies of high quality 
seed and ensures that only the best quality may be sold as 
pedigreed. 

"Canada's highest pedigree class is Breeder, which is 
produced and maintained by a plant breeder. Multiplication 
through to the Certified class is handled by seed growers who 
have demonstrated the necessary skill to meet the requirements 
for each level. 

"The Canadian pedigreeing agency, which establishes the 
standards for genetic purity, is The Canadian Seed Growers' 
Association (CSGA). The CSGA draws its authority from the 
federal Seeds Act. Government inspectors check the crop on 
behalf of the association, and submit a report to the CSGA for 
appraisal. If the crop meets the required standards, a certificate is 
issued attesting to the identity and genetic purity of the crop. The 
association also keeps records to maintain continuity of identity 
of the seed back to the Breeder class. 

"After the crop is harvested and then processed to remove 
impurities and undesirable seeds, the seed is packaged and 
presented for inspection and grading. This entails sampling and 
analysis of the seed followed by labelling and sealing of the lot. 

"Seed analysis is done in laboratories to verify purity, 
germination, and general quality. Agriculture Canada has its own 
seed laboratories, which are affiliated with the International Seed 
Testing Association. In addition, the department accredits private 

RlItherFord Farllls Ltd, secd plalll 
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laboratories, which have qualified analysts and specified 
equipment, to carry out tests for domestic markets. 

"Agriculture Canada inspectors have the responsibility of 
labelling and sealing seed lots. However, under the Seeds 
Regulations, the department may authorize private seed 
companies that have proper cleaning and handling equipment 
plus qualified staff to grade, seal and tag the lowest class of 
pedigreed seed for domestic use. These establishments must 
submit a sample of each lot they seal to the department for 
verification that the seed meets the required standards: 
unsatisfactory performance can mean cancellation of 
authorization. Agriculture Canada inspectors monitor these 
establishments, as well as sampling seed in the marketplace, to 
ensure quality." 

The RM of Rosser, consisting of 103,000 acres of mostly 
arable land, is well-suited to the production of many different 
crops. In the early years the seed to plant these crops was cleaned 
with small fanning mills found on most farms at that time. In 
later years much of the seed was also cleaned in grain company 
elevators. No doubt some farmers also purchased pedigreed seed 
from seed companies in Winnipeg. As time went on some 
fanners began to specialize in seed production. 

A number of local farmers got into seed production in the late 
1940's and early 1950's. Some of these early seed growers were 
Alfred and Jack Oatway, Jack Rutherford, Ren James, John 
Whitehead, Evered Lawrence and Henry Friesen. At first 
production was sold mostly to seed companies in Winnipeg. 
Then several growers - the Oatways, Jack Rutherford and John 
Winter - purchased seed cleaning equipment and set up seed 
plants on their farms. In the municipality today, Rutherford 
Farms and Winter Seeds operate modern seed-processing plants 
for both custom cleaning commercial seed and processing 
ped i greed seed. 

Most seed production has been in cereals and oilseeds - wheat, 
oats, barley, rye and flax - but other crops have also been 
produced. Jack Oatway and Jack Rutherford grew Certified seed 
potatoes during the late 1940's, a highly-specialized and labour 
intensive production. These were marketed through the Manitoba 
Seed Potato Growers' Cooperative. A larger number of growers 
grew pedigreed forage seed - mostly timothy, but also 
bromegrass, meadow fescue and crested wheatgrass. Most of 
these crops were grown under contract with seed companies and, 
in many cases, were foreign varieties which were multiplied here 
and exported back to the country of origin. 

Today younger growers are continuing the process: Rick and 
Randy Rutherford and Kent Oatway with their fathers, Ken 
Mulligan as a new local entrant. There are fewer producers now 
than there used to be but it seems that those still in it have 
expanded and become more highly specialized. 

MANITOBA FIELD CORN 

Walter James, an energetic, alert young agriculturist, once met 
a fanner from Iowa of advanced years and experience who had 
related his practices at home of growing some wheat in addition 
to corn as fodder for his livestock. This inspired Walter to plan 
and experiment with fodder corn suited to our short season. 

In 1904, with very little information, he began testing fodder 
corn that would mature in our province. To begin with he planted 
Angel of Midnight, White Squaw, Northwestern Dent, Dakota 
Dent, Dakota Flint and two ensilage corns - Giant Prolific and 
Red Cob Ensilage - in a row along side each other for 
comparison. The White Squaw and the Northwestern Dent were 
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the only two that matured at all. He tried ten varieties in 1905 of 
which none ripened. 

In 1906 he imported seven varieties from Dakota as well as 
Native Squaw corn from Manitoba. From this crop he saved seed 
that was the base of future crops. He did not purchase any further 
seed. 

Nineteen hundred and seven was a very unfavourable year and 
his hopes were not to be realized again for an early frost did not 
allow the crop to mature. In 1908 he planted the same seed from 
a supply he had put away in 1906. The varieties of White Dakota 
Flint and Northwestern Dent (red) produced a good crop and he 
named this No.1. He enthusiastically hoped to shorten the 
growing period in 1909 by crossing No.1 and Red Squaw; 
however, this did not work as Red Squaw was a much earlier 
corn. To complete this cross he sowed No. I on May 15th, 
leaving every third row blank. The blank rows were seeded with 
Red Squaw on May 20, 26, 30th, June 6 and 15th. The last row, 
planted one month later than the No.1, was the only one to fonn 
good seed. He removed the tassels from the early plantings of 
Red Squaw to ensure cross pollination took place at the correct 
time for each variety. This became a very successful year and he 
named this cross No.2. 

Mr. James was becoming more and more knowledgeable and 
continued to produce by cross pollinating varieties within the 
cross breeds he had grown. There were disappointments and 
rewards during this experimental stage. Storing the seed also had 
its challenges. One year he stored the ears, husks on, in bags until 
he could work at them in the winter but they moulded and a lot of 
seed was lost. He tried tying it in bunches under the verandah, 
where they dried nicely before winter. but freezing greatly 
reduced germination. 

Elected to the new Manitoba Agricultural College Advisory 
Board in 1904, Mr. James willingly passed on his knowledge of 
farming. The Family Herald and Weekly Star, on March 10, 
1915, recognized Walter James as achieving the first notable 
success in maturing field corn in Manitoba. He continued to 
experiment with fodder crops and instilled a keen interest in his 
three sons, all farmers, to experiment and diversify their fanns. 

A FARM HOUSE IS: 

G/a/alld Mary ;\lIdersoll hOll!e 

A place where the soap has to be washed before you can wash 
your hands. 
A place where boots are lined up outside the door when it's 
sunny, and lined up inside on the basement steps to be tripped 
over when it's raining. 
A place where you can find opened mail everywhere except 
where you thought you put it-especially produce cheques. 
A place where a salesman, the crop inspector, and the vet can 
find a meal if they just happen to arrive at II :45. 
A place where mud-caked boots are "walked across the floor" on 
two newspapers to get to the telephone. 
A place where yesterday's paper, the hog journal, a report on 
artificial insemination, and Country Guide can be found in the 
same rack. You can never find today's paper. Someone used it to 
walk across the floor to the telephone. 
A farm house is where, during spring, the cardboard by the back 
door is changed as often as the wet socks. 
A farm house is where the mending pile is as high as the laundry 
pile. 
A farm house is where laundry day is a 12-hour siege. 
A farm house is where the lights turn out late and turn on early. 
A farm house is where the major decisions are made around the 
kitchen table. 
A farm house is the place where everyone is a weather forecaster. 
A farm house is the place of calories and for some, the fight for 
slimness is constant. 
A farm house is where the "lady of the house" does everything 
from driving a I 5-ton combine to pulling out slivers. 
A farm house is the last place on the farm to get repaired. The 
animals can't go without water, but people can manage for a 
couple of days. 
A farm house is where accounts are spread out on the kitchen 
table in the evenings. 
A farm house is often the place of laughter. 
A farm house is the embodiment of togetherness, for all things 
seem to start there. 
A farm house is calmness and chaos all rolled into one. 
A farm house is never "off the beaten track". It more often than 
not is in the middle of the beaten track. 
A farm house never had to "get back to the basics". It never left. 
The farm house is the brains, the muscle, and the pulse of the 
farm. It is also the heart. 
The farm house is the place which really earns the title of 
"Honle". 

by Wendy Fielder 
originally appeared in Country Guide magazine, March 1992 
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A FARM 
HOMEMAKER 

6 a.m., the sun is just coming over the roof of the barn. It's 
quiet time before the tractor revs up on the way out to the field to 
seed this morning. The silence is broken only by the pump 
running in the basement as #2 son stirs the sleepy pigs into 
action. 

Whoops! There goes the tractor! Hopefully the two-way radio 
doesn't crackle before the buns get mixed. Oh, oh! The pump is 
running too long - must be a waterer stuck or a tap left running -
a quick trip to the barn alerts #2. Back in the kitchen bun-making 
is making progress when the radio crackles. 

"CYR 562 - mobile to base." 
"Base here, go ahead." 
"Mom, will you tell Dad I need a half-inch wrench and two 

quarter-inch bolts, two inches long?" 
"OK, he'll be out as soon as he finishes breakfast. Keep in 

touch." 
(He will if he needs anything else!) 
Dad's oatmeal porridge has just boiled over in the microwave. 

I forgot to lower the heat to medium for the second cooking! 
Buns rising in a warmed oven, table set, when #2 roars from 

the barn. "Turn off the water, I've got a leak out here! (Main 
control is in the basement). Forgot to run water for tea before 
turning off control so an extra glass of juice will have to do this 
morning. 

Dad appears, dressed for the day, and turns on the radio for 
the news and weather forecast. Breakfast is underway when #2 
tears in. 

"Didn't you hear me yelling from the barn?" 
"No, sorry, the radio is on." 
"OK, turn the water back on please, my boots are mucky. Are 

you going to town today? If so, I need a new hog waterer. The 
one in the farthest north pen broke off." 

Dad has a solution. There's one in the shop that he bought at 
an auction sale last fall. Instant relief, I may get out to the garden 
today! 

''I'll need my dinner in the field at noon," says Dad as he goes 
out. 

"Where will you be working?" 
''I'll call you on the radio." 
"Here's a list of things needed ... " a frantic search has 

unearthed a scrap of paper stuck to the bottom of the milk jug ... 
"better check to see if there's anything else." 

# I daughter stops in on her way to work. 
"Would you pop this letter in the mail when you go up?" 
Table cleared, buns punched down, eggs on to boil for open-

faced sandwiches - I'm on the lunch for the W.I. meeting this 
afternoon. 

"Here's your baby," says the daughter-in-law at the door. 
"She may need changing - there were strange noises from the 
back seat on the way over." 

"Better leave the stroller, I may be out in the garden." 
"I could take her with me if you're too busy." 
"The dentist's office is no place for a baby. She'll be fine." 
She does need changing! Oops, the eggs boiled over! Oh well, 

the elements need cleaning anyway! Buns in pan, eggs cooled 
and peeled. Play with baby. Get out seeds and string ready for 
garden. Should have had Dad put out the string. My rows are 
never straight. 

Someone left the gate open and the cow and calves are 
heading towards the flower bed. Put the baby on the lawn with a 
toy and chase the cattle back and SHUT THE GATE! 1'd love to 
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wire it shut. 
"Grandma, can I have a cookie?" 
This, from a visiting four-year-old grandson who's wandered 

out of his own yard. Phone Mother who says he can have "one 
cookie" and she'll come and collect the wanderer. 

Heat the oven for buns. Chop celery and start to mix salmon. 
No home-made salad dressing, so use mayonnaise instead. 
Someone will notice. While I'm chopping eggs in the electric 
chopper, the baby ''spooks'' and has to be comforted. That new 
doll I was saving for a birthday diverts her attention. 

Gate open again! Cattle heading for flower bed! Baby on the 
lawn - chase cattle out. SHUT THE GATE! Mother is not 
amused! 

First pan of buns slightly burned. Maybe the second lot will 
be better-or I'll have to scrape the burn off the first ones! 

The radio crackles, "CYR 562 mobile to base." 
"Base here, go ahead." 
"When you come up with dinner. will you bring my thermos 

with water? I think it's in the shop." 
"Where will you be?" 
"Don't know yet, I'll call you." 
Now I know how Mission Control in Houston feels. 
Baby fussing. Settle her in the stroller. Rock her to sleep. 

Second pan of buns burned worse than the first. Now I will have 
to scrape! Vegetable and meat (it'll be minced today) on to cook. 
No time for pudding so fresh fruit will have to do. Buns scraped 
and buttered. I guess they'll pass. 

Run out to find the thermos - it turns up in the half-ton. Fill it 
up with water and ice. Start packing box with dinner. Might as 
well take mine, too. This time there's water for tea. Daughter-in
law picks up baby and dirty diaper. Finish packing dinner. 

"CYR 562, base to mobile, Dad ... " 
"Yeah,?" 
"Where are you? Dinner's on the way." 
"Come to the crossing south of the bridge. I'll walk over from 

the towers. Don't forget the thermos." 
"Give me ten minutes." 
Dinner over, quick shower, gather up food for W.I. lunch and 

secretary's stuff, pick up neighbour, arrive at meeting at 1:29. 
Busy meeting, too much business to report. Whoever said that we 
ladies meet to gossip and drink tea was way off base. 

Back home, 'after dropping neighbour off. picking up mail. 
Another "meal on wheels" to the field. Thank goodness for 
leftovers. Just have to get the pool uncovered. It's green under 
there. That will mean a trip to town for chemicals. Too late 
today. Sit down to read the paper. 

Radio crackles, "CYR 562, mobile to base." 
"Base here, go ahead." 
"You sound tired." 
"Been rather hectic around here today." 
"Can you come and pick me up? I'm on the west quarter 

now." 
"OK, see you in ten minutes." 



Still haven't got that garden started. Oh welL the "string 
stretcher" can make sure my rows will be straight in the morning! 

And so to bed ... 

THE SYNDICATE FARMS 1911-1923 

Generally speaking, in the early 1900's, farms were family 
owned and operated; however, land speculators began to 
accumulate large tracts of land in rural areas. One such person 
was Mr. J. Sprafka, who acquired around 3000 acres west of 
Meadows. In 1911 this parcel of land which became known as 
Camp I was purchased by the Honourable Edward Strutt of 
London, England. (Honourable is a designation bestowed on the 
son of an Earl or a Lord in the United Kingdom.) Further land 
was acquired: the grain farm to the south was purchased from 
Mr. E. Grant and became Camp 2; and land along the 
Assiniboine River was acquired from Mr. Wilfred and became 
Camp 3. The farm consisted of approximately 9,200 acres. Thus 
began the Strutt-Paley Syndicate Farm, bought in the name of J.1. 
(Jack) Strutt, son of the Honourable Edward. The farm work was 
done entirely by hired help. Foremen were employed to look 
after each camp and each operation, and a manager hired to 
oversee the whole farm. Although Camp 2 and Camp 3 were 
situated in the Rural Municipality of St. Francois Xavier. and 
Camp I west of Meadows in the Rural Municipality of Rosser, it 
operated as one unit until 1931. It stretched south to the 
Assiniboine River, east to the Meadows road or P.R. #412, west 
to river lot 113, and just north of the CPR main line at Meadows. 

In 1912 the Honourable Edward Strutt appointed Mr. Tom 
Pople, a 10-year employee of their English firm to manage the 
Syndicate Farm and start up their Flaxcombe, Saskatchewan 
operation. Each winter Mr. Pople was required to return to 
England to account for both farm operations. In 1921 Mr. Pople 
brought his wife to Manitoba. A son Tom was born that 
November. The office and home used by the Poples still stand 
today. The home was occupied in later years by John and Emma 
Malmas. Tom Pople visited Meadows and his former home from 
Scotland in 1984. In 1991 Tom and his wife, Isobel, enjoyed a 
return visit. 

Many other foremen and employees of "The Big Farm" are 
still remembered by local residents. Some of them are: Ted Rose; 
Mr. Webb; Mr. Baskerville; Mr. Ander who remained in the 
district for many years; Barry Ferguson, bookkeeper; Otis 
Cartmell; Mr. Millan; Albert Lally; Mr. Shearer; Guy Johnston; 
Peter Kram, shepherd; Miss Carroll, bookkeeper; and Miss E. 
Hunter, bookkeeper. 

The farm provided employment from many of the residents 
around Pigeon Lake. Some of their experiences are recounted as 
follows. 

Plowing was done with 10 and 8 furrow plows, drawn by the 
Big Four "Twin City" tractors. Fuel came by rail tank car to 
Meadows and from there was hauled by horse-drawn wagons 
with tanks mounted on them. While plowing, the tractor was 
guided along the furrow by a steering wheel device which 
followed the furrow ahead of the tractor. No guidance was 
required from the operator. Tractor speed was about I 1/2 miles 
per hour. Negotiating a turn at the end of the furrow took a lot of 
space and required considerable effort. Consequently, the 
strikeout was made as long as possible, sometimes from Camp I 
to the highway, a round trip of approximately 7 miles which took 
more than four hours. Case 30-60 tractors had two cylinder 
horizontal engines. The kerosene required by these tractors came 
by barrel to Meadows. 

Harvest operations were the most impressive. The farm had 
three threshing machines; one powered by steam engine, and two 
by the Case Tractors. Each machine had a crew consisting of six 
racks with a driver to haul sheaves; four field pitchers who 
loaded the rack; five spike pitchers who fed the machine; one 
engineer operated the tractor; one separator man adjusted the 
threshing machine and was responsible for the whole outfit. The 
cookhouse-with cook, assistant and the caboose where the men 
lived-accompanied each threshing outfit from one field to the 
next. 

The steam engine used a lot of water. Two men were kept 
busy hauling it from the river with wagon and water tank. The 
wooden tank had a pump at the back for filling. On one occasion, 
the wagon with a full load became stuck at the water's edge. The 
team of four mules could not move it. The mule team was 
replaced by an available ox which accomplished the task with 
ease. Additional men hauled coal and tractor fuel. There were 14 
more men in each camp to plow and do other chores, and 
numerous others were required for stooking. In all, 
approximately 200 men were needed for harvest. To feed this 
many men, one steer per day was butchered at Camp 3, where the 
livestock was kept. After harvest, sheep from Camp 1-
numbering as many as 1,500-were pastured on the harvested 
field. Grain was threshed directly into 150 metal granaries and 
later hauled to Meadows for sale. During the big storm of 1922, 
about 100 of the granaries were destroyed. 

While harvest work was seasonal, many year-round jobs were 
available to local men. Livestock and horses-which were required 
to do much of the field work-had to be cared for. Machinery 
required maintenance, building construction required carpenters 
and more. Gardening was done by Ambroise St. Dennis who 
raised vegetables for the farm and for sale elsewhere. Ambroise 
St. Germain constructed many buildings. He was also known as 
"the mover", having helped many people relocate their houses 
and barns. 

In 1923, Mr. Pople returned with his family to Scotland. That 
year, changes in the farm operation began to take place. 

Between 1923 and 1930, large groups of Mennonites 
immigrated from Russia to Canada. Soon after their arrival in this 
country, they sought a place where they could establish a 
homestead. Most had been farmers in the old country. To assist 
them in getting settled, Mennonites who had arrived in Canada 
earlier, organized a Board of Colonization. With the help of this 
board they settled on the large farm southwest of Meadows in 
1924. 

They had purchased it, completely equipped from the owner 
Mr. Strutt. It was agreed that 30 partners would settle on the 
farm. In the fall the first families began to settle in their homes, 
and the last ones arrived in 1925. A major concern was for 
sufficient living quarters. Construction of 10 new homes began in 
the spring of 1925. They were two-storey buildings 18 by 24 feet 
in size. The Company provided building materials and four of the 
new arrivals-John Huebert, John Janzen, Peter Dueck, and Jacob 
Siemens-were employed as carpenters. Six of the homes were 
built on Camp I, and four on Camp 2. They were ready for 
occupancy in the fall. 

The farm was completely equipped with machinery, horses 
and mules. Machinery consisted of one steam engine, one Case 
15-30 (cross motor) and two 30-60 (Big Four) tractors. There 
were three threshing machines - two 42 inch and one 36 inch. 
Tractors were used mainly for threshing and to draw two 10 and 
8 furrow plows. Most of the other field work was done with 
horses and mules. There were 24 seed drills, 24 grain binders, 24 
seven foot cultivators, 24 six foot hay mowers, side delivery 
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rakes, sulky rakes, a motor driven stationary hay baler, an 
overshot hay stacker, several two furrow plows drawn by five 
horses. Camp I and Camp 2 each had about 70 horses and mules 
and some cows. One hundred hogs were housed on Camp 3. A 
large bunkhouse, which had previously housed hired men, was 
occupied by new arrivals until their homes were completed. 

These families had much to learn in this new land. Most of 
them could not speak English. They were all unfamiliar with 
Manitoba weather and other conditions which they were about to 
encounter. Eric Ander, the Company-provided foreman, laid 
down the regulations. Wonderful weather for early April 1925 
with dry conditions made these new farmers anxious to begin 
planting the crops. They were confused when Ander refused to 
let them begin. Finally, after continued pressure, planting began 
on the 15th of April. It proceeded smoothly for two days and then 
it began to rain which was followed by snow and frost. This 
continued for three weeks. Planting was completed on June 18th. 
It was disappointing to have their first year begin in this manner; 
however at harvest time they noted that late crops yielded almost 
double. 

Planting was done entirely with horses and mules drawing the 
seed drills. Their two large tractors, were used only at harvest 
time. Aside from the grain crops, 3,000 acres of the farm were 
seeded to alfalfa and grass. This had to be cut, dried, and stacked. 
After the grain harvest, hay which was not needed on the farm 
was baled and sold. 

Work was done on a communal basis with all families sharing 
the proceeds. No arrangements had been made for individual 
ownership of land and property. Vegetable gardens were the 
responsibility of individual families but all other supplies such as 
meat, flour, sugar, etc., was purchased and distributed by the 
foreman. Anyone needing clothing or other items, got the money 
from the foreman. All expenditures were charged against the 
farm operation. Since there was a shortage of milk cows on the 
fann, the Company sent a representative to Ontario to purchase 
some. Two large barns were built to accommodate them. 

During the course of the summer, a large room in the 
Bunkhouse at Camp 2 had been prepared so that there would be a 
place large enough for Sunday worship services. The first leader 
was Gerhard Doerksen. During the 1924 school year students 
from Camp I attended the school at Meadows, while those from 
Camp 2 went to St. Francois Xavier West, which was located at 
the corner of the highway and the Meadows road. 

At the end of the year, after the crops were sold and the 
accounts settled, the books showed an income of $55,000 but 
expenditures of $58,000. During the course of the year, 
differences of opinion and misunderstandings had developed 
among the settlers. Some of the families were disenchanted with 
the arrangements that had been made. Such unsatisfactory 
financial rewards of their efforts forced some to leave the farm 
and seek a livelihood elsewhere. 

For one more year it was business as usual. No changes took 
place in the farm operation; however, no one was satisfied with it 
as it was set up. After harvest in 1926, by unanimous consent, the 
contract was cancelled and most of the families left. 

The Syndicate Farm was dissolved and parts of it were sold. 
The balance came under the jurisdiction of the Pigeon Lake Land 
Company. 

Twelve of the original families decided to stay. They 
approached the Company with a new proposal. In December 
1926 a new contract was signed by the following persons: G. 
Doerksen, W. Schroeder, D. Abrahams, John Huebert, Jacob 
Wichert, Jacob Goosen, Abram Thiessen, F. Lammert, K. 
Thiessen, Jacob Siemens, P. Siemens, and Abram Kliever. It 
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contained the following stipulations: the price of land would be 
$50 per acre; four groups formed among the 12 families, each 
received sufficient machinery and horses to share. The larne 
threshing machine and steam engine would be used by the ent~e 
group. The ten dwellings previously built could be moved to new 
sites. Materials to build new barns would be provided by the 
Company, but the individuals would do the construction. Lots 
were then drawn to determine where each group would settle. 
Each group received 800 acres of land, one grain binder, seed 
drill and ploW, eight horses, four cows, some chickens and pigs. 

Work began on the barns immediately after the holidays and, 
by the end of April. six had been completed. In March houses 
were moved from the camp to selected sites along the highway 
on sleighs pulled by 16 horses. Moving the first house proved 
difficult; all the windows were removed to prevent breakage; the 
contents were taken out of the house; harnesses on the horses 
were reinforced and only the best horses were used. Even so, by 
the time the first house got to the two mile road, some of the 
sleighs were broken. Larger ones were rented from Litz the 
Mover in Winnipeg and driving the horses with improved 
coordination, the house was finally delivered to its site. More 
improvements were made; and for the subsequent buildings 
nothing was removed and, in one case, a meal was cooked while 
the house was being moved. 

During the transition period, the Ab. Sawatzky and W. 
Schroeder families lost interest and left the group. The remaining 
families settled into their new places and enthusiastically began 
to farm. The children of school age attended school at St. 
Francois Xavier West. For the first year, this building was also 
used for church services. 

After several years, Ab. Thiessen, Mrs. Lammert and K. 
Thiessen families left the group. Their places were taken by two 
German families, Max Wehrle and August Schleh. Some years 
later, Peter Siemens left the area. Only six families of the original 
group who began farming in 1925 remained here long enough to 
purchase their individual farms. 
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As the previous story unfolded in Canada, a group of Swedish 
settlers from Gammel Svenskby Village in the South Ukraine had 
travelled to Sweden then on to Canada and Westaskawin, 
Alberta. From Alberta arrangements were made for a group of 
nine families to take over 3750 acres of farmland, known as 
Camp 1 of the Syndicate Farm. The group included: Andrew 
Malmas, John Malmas, Peter Malmas, Peter Hoas, John Hoas, 
Andrew Norberg, Ted Norberg, John Norberg, Julius Norberg. 



They rented this land for the first year and in 1932 a contract was 
signed with Pigeon Lake Land Company. The agreement was to 
pay for the land on a crop share basis over a period of 22 years. 
Included with the land, in addition to the buildings and 
machinery on Camp I, were 2 small tractors, 45 horses, 6 mules, 
16 cows and 20 sows. On the west side of the camp lane stood 
the large manager's house and 4 of the two-storey houses built in 
1925. Two large barns stood west of the homes and a couple of 
storage buildings and a large bunk house were to the east. 

This group arrived by train on April 17, 193 I and were met at 
the station with horses and wagons. They immediately settled 
into the available homes and the bunk house. It was very early 
spring and the day after their arrival some of the men were out in 
the fields harrowing. 

Much of the farmland had been seeded to alfalfa and other 
than low areas where wild hay grew in the sloughs, the remainder 
of the farmland was used for cereal grain production. 

Times were very difficult during the first years; the depression 
set in, crops were lost to grasshoppers and drought and 
commodity prices were very low. On one occasion a railway car 
loaded with market hogs was shipped to a packing plant in 
Winnipeg. Instead of payment they were sent a bill as the value 
of the hogs did not cover the cost of the freight charges. 

A new language needed to be learned so they could conduct 
business and communicate with new neighbours. Coping with 
hardship seemed a tremendous burden, but it was readily 
accepted because they were again in a free land away from wars 
and revolution. Their future was in their own hands. 

The nine shareholders met on a regular basis, to make 
decisions on farm operation. Andrew Malmas was the first 
manager appointed and also served as treasurer. Peter Hoas 
followed as manager, and later John Norberg served until the 
farm was paid for in 1953. In early years each family received 
$10 from farm income. In addition, however, farm-raised meat, 
dairy products and garden produce were plentiful. A small store 
operated in the camp for some years, carrying mainly bulk foods. 

Bllllk HOllse \\"as elll ill haif. haif rClllaillcd 011 silC as hOlllc of Peler alld Ail'illa 
Mallllas alld Ihc olher half \\"as 1II00'cd across Ihc lallc. a hOllle j(J/' Johll & 
Krislilla Hoas 

Church services were held in the large Malmas home. At first 
services were self-conducted. Later a minister from Zion 
Lutheran Church would come out by train from Winnipeg to 
conduct services in Swedish. 

By 1937 permanent yard sites had been established by the 
shareholders. Houses were re-Iocated from their original sites and 
placed on basements. Many trees were planted to beautify yards 
and to give some protection from the strong prairie winds. The 
large bunk house was cut in two, half remained in its original 
location. It was remodelled and occupied by Peter and Alvina 
Malmas. The remaining half was relocated and occupied by John 
and Kristina Hoas. The Julius Norberg family planted trees and 

established a yard site about one mile northwest of Camp I 
where there was a well and hogs had previously been kept. Their 
home was moved to that location in 1938. 

Even though times were difficult, the settlers were happy to 
find freedom in their new land and to be welcomed by the small 
community at Meadows. Visits and parties were their 
entertainments. Dancing, good food and music were enjoyed by 
all. Singing traditional songs was, and is still, a much-loved 
custom. 

In 1953 the 22-year contract was completed. Farmland, 
machinery and livestock was divided among the nine 
shareholders, with each receiving about 400 acres. All nine 
shareholders and their families continued to farm their allotted 
acres; they built their own barns for dairy, hogs and chickens. 
Additional lands was purchased as farms continued to expand. 
Grain storage, shops and modern bui Idings appeared in each 
farmyard along with modern farm machinery and many new 
homes. 

Sixty-one years since their arrival second, third and fourth 
generation families are now stewards of this land. In April, 1971 
families gathered at the home of John and Maria Norberg to 
remember and give thanks for their freedom. Fiftieth anniversary 
celebrations in 1981 included dinner at Meadows hall in April, 
1981, and an anniversary reunion on July 4. The reunion was 
attended by 175 guests, many descendants of the original 
families now living in many localities from Toronto to 
Vancouver. A dinner to commemorate the sixtieth anniversary 
was held at Meadows hall on April 21, 1991. 

Aerial \'ic\\" ofCwllfll as SCCII ill 1992 

OUR SEVEN YEARS OF FARMING 
rcprilllcdji"Olll Mcadml's CClllcllllial1970 

The year, early April, 1922 ... 
We left Winnipeg .li·om the corner ()f' Gmf/eld Street and Notre 

Dame, It was an early spring and the ./i'ost had started to leal'e 
the ground. we had heen delayed one week due to an LII?{ortunate 
accident, 

0111' ou(fits consisted ()f'three wagons, the family milk COH'o 

one dril'ing mare and foal, one huggy, olle JO-20 Titan tractor 
and one Fordson tractor. Our party included Dad and his 
partner. Harley Jones, the father of'ten children - one whose 
name was Bi!!. the same age as myself'. J4 years - and a 
mechanic to dri\'e the Titan tractor, Arnold Palmer .li·0I7I 
Marquette, 

Oft' we started and soon ran into trouhle. Mud and more mud. 
When the Forc!.wn wasn't pulling the Titan out plus the help (){ 
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the teams at times, the Titan was pulling the Fordson out ()f'the 
mud, We struggled along on the road, off the road and we sure 
changed the roadhed when we were ahle or had to stay on it. 
Late in the qfternoon we could go no jilrlher and pulled into a 
farmer's yard one and one-half' miles H'est ()f' Bergen. He kindly 
Ictus sleep in his harn. 

The following morning Dad arranged to leal'e the tractors 
and two wagons in the farmer's yard. Ajter a late start due to 
hm'ing to repair some equipment we set out with the team, the 
cow, dril'ing mare and colt and trm'elled to Rosser. We spent the 
night in the hotel and, as there were not enough heds, Bill and I 
slept under the dining room tahle. The next morning we set out 
early and, late that afternoon, arril'ed at the farm I had heen 
dreaming of, three miles west of'Meadows Station, the J.H. 
Ashdown farm which we were renting on crop shares. 

What did my dreams look like? Well there it stood: one ham, 
in need ()f'paint, one large granary and one lonely looking pump 
set in the middle ()f' novl'here. What were my feelings ~ I forget. 
But the first time I took a drink .fi'om that lonely looking pump, I 
thought that we were farming on the shores qf'the Pacific or 
Atlantic Oecans. It was pure, unadulterated alkali! We should 
hm'e negotiated with Ashdown jc)r the entire crop .fi'om ten acres 
()f'land to replace the kettles and pots and to pay for the marhles 
we put in whether they serl'ccl a purpose or not, I do not know. 

As we drO\'e into the yard, and hejc)re we had the horses 
unhitched, our neigh hour - one ()f'two hachelor hrothers hy the 
name ()f'Lewin - drol'e into the yard. A.fter helping us to take care 
of'the horses and cow, he took us to his house where we were 
im'ited to stay the night. First we had to change into dry clothes 
as the weather was wet and miserahle and we had heen wet or 
damp .f()r three days. Oats heated in the Ol'en to dry out our 
mhher hoots, then, after a good supper, to hed. 

Mother and the younger children were to arril'e later. The 
granary was to he their home while a house was to he Imilt hy 
Harley Jones who, hy trade, was a carpenter. We spent the next 
few weeks till we were ahle to work the land huilding a lean to 
kitchen on the granary and making it as comfc)rtahle as possihle. 
We also purchased eight more horses. 

The Jones family was to stay in Winnipeg. Looking hack now, 
that farm of 480 acres would ha\'e had to he as rich in 
production as the diamond fields ()t Aji'ica to support two 
families - 16 children and 4 adults. 

When it was dry enough to trm'el we hrought the tractors. In 
May, Mother and the children arril'ed. We planted our crop, plus 
20 acres ()tpotatoes that lost the hattie with the weeds. The crop 
looked good until June 22 hut that night we had a c)'clone and a 
streak ()f' hail swept across the country. Our farm was in the 
direct path (d' it. Green fields at night (lnd at fil'e 0' clock in the 
morning of'the 23rd hailstones as hig as golf' halls and not a 
hlade of' crop standing. Dad wanted to plow the wheat under hut 
Mr. Ashdown insisted it would come hack. It did. We harl'ested 
jil'e hushels to the acre and of' the poorest quality. 

As Dad's lif'e sal'ings were gone we horrowed .fi'om Mr. 
Ashdown and hought I I milk cows. Assets nil, deht that Fall, 
$2700. The partnership was dissoll'ed in the fall. 

Toda.v the farm is prohahly a good one due to the drainage 
ditches. In 1922 approximately half ()f' the cultil'ated landflooded 
each spring hringing down weed seed and making it almost 
impossihle to control. 

Despite the fact that the yard and huildings were located on 
semi-low ground we dug a hasement hy team, plow and slusher. 
We mixed the concrete for the walls hy shol'el and a two-storey 
house was huilt. The hasement was nel'er used as it flooded and 
it would have he en impossible to keep it dry. 
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We worked long hours and lil'ed on the cream cheques (fnd 
today I reali:e that Dad was not cut out to he a Canadian fanner. 

The year 1925, Mother was .f()rced to enter the hospital and 
my two sisters Delcie, 14, and Ethel, II, had to take o\'er the 
housekeeping. That year they cooked for the threshing crew, a 
custom outfit owned hy Ed McDonald ()tRosser. 

My youngest sister, Rita, was hom in 1927 and qfter her hirlh 
Mother del'eloped arthritis, due no douht to the constant 
dampness caused hy our useless hasement. Mother was in the 
hospital sn'eral times and was hadly crippled in the hands, feet 
and knees. 

The farm, under our management, nel'er produced any 
humper crops and although we were nel'er short ofjc}(}d we were 
unahle to pay ()ffthe deht and, in the fall of' 1929, ('(tiled it quits. 
We mOl'ed to Winnipeg where Dad ohtained employment with 
Swift Canada Co. He retired in 1941 and mOl'ed to Vancoul'er 
where jc)r 19 years he lil'ed happily in a small cottage and spent 
his time in his large garden. He mo\'ed into a nursing home in 
1960 and passed away in Fehmary, 1961 at the age of'84. 

- RH. Wilson 

GOD BLESS THE FRANKLIN GULL! 

I remember well. as a young boy. one of those hot dry days 
when grasshoppers were doing great damage to the crops in the 
1930·s. 

This particular year the crop was just about two or three 
inches high. That morning Dad had gone to Rosser to get his 
allotment of grasshopper bait: sawdust or wheat bran mixed with 
a poison. The bait was taken to fields that were infested with 
these pests. Pulled along in a wagon by a team of horses. wearing 
rubber gloves of some sort. Dad threw the bait out of a tub and 
scattered it along the edges of the fields, The bait was only 
supposed to be spread in the early hours of the day but, this 
particular day in the hot afternoon, you could see the hoppers 
advancing across the field with your naked eye, leaving the 
ground black in their wake. The poison did not stop them and it 
was a terrible helpless feeling to watch their progress. 

Late that afternoon a flock of Franklin Gulls landed on the 
east end of our field. It was about an eighth of a mile long and 
ended on the west with a fence which separated the field from 
our yard site. We watched from our back door as the gulls 
advanced like a defending army. The gulls behind would fly 
forward as those in front flew away having eaten their fill. Those 
gulls came right up to the yard fence and then flew away; they 
had completely cleaned up the grasshoppers, The field was saved 
for harvest. 

Those small black and white gulls can fly around my tractor, 
follow my cultivator or plow, To this day I feel indebted to them 
for their ferocious appetite and their ability to take care of a 
problem that seemed beyond human control. 

by Jack Oatway 



CANADIAN FOOD GRAINS BANK 

In the past year, ending March 31, 1992, 24 producers 
delivered 320 metric tons of wheat (above quota) to the two grain 
elevators in the RM of Rosser: Manitoba Pool at Rosser and 
Paterson Grain at Meadows. These producers received no 
payment; however, they did receive donation receipts of almost 
$45,000 in total from the Canadian Foodgrains Bank. 

During the pioneering years the project faced and overcame 
numerous obstacles and setbacks. 

The donated grain when matched by the Canadian 
Government through the Canadian International Development 
Agency will multiply to about 1000 metric tons. It is then 
shipped to food deficient countries in Africa, Asia and Central 
and South America for emergency relief and development 
projects. This brings a large measure of satisfaction to donors 
who have participated in this program over the years. 

In 1981, MCC (Canada) approved a second five-year 
mandate. The Food Bank continued to function as part of the 
Mennonite Central Committee (Canada) program, but wider 
participation was sought. The minutes of the first Food Bank 
board meeting in 1975 recorded that the Food Bank '"should be 
initially organized so that it is capable of working with agencies 
other than MCC at some future date.'" In April, 1983, the dream 
of an inter-church project on a larger scale was realized with the 
founding of the Canadian Foodgrains Bank. 

By the conclusion of its work as a Mennonite agency, the 
Food Bank had not only shipped a total of 28,000 metric tonnes 

Historical Summary: 
During the early 1970's, the 
world was gripped by a 
series of famine emergen
cies in countries which were 
vulnerable to climatic, polit
ical and financial problems. 
The practice of grain bank
ing, once used by Joseph in 
Egypt, was proposed as a 
partial answer to interna
tional food problems. The 
need for some type of global 
grain reserve system was 
widely recognized, but how 
was it to be done? 

In 1975, the Canadian 
arm of the Mennonite 
Central Committee decided 
to seek an answer to that 
question. A Food Bank pilot 
project was established with 
a five-year mandate in the 
hope that it would provide a 
model for other agencies. 
MCC, with its wide experi
ence in relief and develop
ment projects in 40 coun
tries and its agriculturally
rooted constituency, was 
well suited to launch this 
pioneering effort. The exist
ing MCC structure allowed 
the start-up period, building 
on the creditability estab
lished through its interna
tional development efforts. 

Interlake farmers 
help feed hungry 

BY SHEILA MORRISON 

There are many hungry people 
in the world today I from local fa~ 
milies who now have to use the 

rural food banks for basic grocer
ies to the blank-eyed skeletal chil
dren huddled under cardboard 
boxes dying of starvation in 
refuge camps in Africa. 

Interlake families are doing far 
more that dropping off non
perishables at food bank collec
tion points. 

In the year from April 1991 to 

1992, farm families in the Inter
lake contributed over 500 metric 
lannes of grain to the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank to feed the hun
gry of the world. 

That amount of grain is the 
equivalant of feeding 1,200.000 
people for one day, or put another 
way. providing a day's food sup
ply for every pe!S<;ln in the 
province of Manitoba and those in 
nonh~westem Ontario. 

Jacob Braun, a grain farmer 
frem the Meadows area, has been 
collecLing grain for the Foodg
rains Banl: since 1979. 

"In the beginning. we collect
ed the grain in my yard, and when 
ther was enough for a semi load, 
we trucked it to Myrtle or as far liS 
Gladstone. 

"I just told people to bring it 
in. and' they came from Rosser, 
Headingley, Marquette, Pigeon 
Lake, Warren.' I 

Fanners can now donate grain 
through almost any elevator 
point, but Meadows still tops the 
Interlake for contributions, 

In the last collection year, 192 
metric tOMes (mt) were delivered 
to the Meadows elevator, with 
Rosser second at 126 mt and Ar
borg following at 109. 

Fanners donated anolher 55 
tonnes through Headingly, 25 at 
Marquette, and between 10 to 15 
mt at Warren and Stonewall. 
Other elevator points either did 
not collect any donations or did 
not have the nwnbers available, 

Braun said some farmers. will 
bring a whole tandem load, others 
a hWldred bushels. 

He said people are willing to 
donate grain because they are 
confident most aid gets to the 
people who need It, and is not si
phoned off by bandilS or the 
military. 

"LoIS of people in this urea 
wouldn't contribute (to other 
causes) because it wouldn't get to 
Africa or wherever it's needed, 
but the ·Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank follows it closely." 

He admitted Lh.at it's also easier 
to give away grain when the 
prices are so low. 

As significant as the contribu
tion from the Interlake is, it 
represents only 15 per cent of 
Manitoba's total donations to the 
Foodgrains bank, and is dwrufed 
by the numbers of hungry people 
needing to be fed. 

But Al Doeksen, CFB execu
tive director, has high pr.use for 
prairie farmers. 

"They have not heard of com
passion fatigue ... Western Canada 
can be proud, not only for !.he 
groin, but for the cash that comes 
in every day of the week." 

The Foodgrains Bank is cur
rently supplying aid, mostly in 
wheat, [0 a number of countries. 
Africa receives nearly 90 per cent 
of the foO<! distribution, including 

Ethiopia, Angola, Mozambique. 
Sudan, Zimbabwe and now 
Somalia.. 

Aid also goes to Bangladesh, 
Costa Rica, Peru, Iran. and the 
former Soviet Union. 

Doerksen said CFB shipped 
nearly 70,OCO tonnes of food last 
year, and is expecting donations 
to top that amount will before the 
end of this year. 

N> for how much food gets to 
the people who need it, he said 
anyone who t.hi.nks some food is 
not being stolen is very naive, but 
some risks h.ave to be taken to get 
help to !.he hungry. 

"We have to consider how 
much leakage to non-desirnbJes 
we will tolerate. We don't like to 
give food 10 soldiers or bandits." 

Hunger at home 
While the hungry in war-tom 

and drought-devastated countries 
are making headlines, so are the 
hungry at home. 

Doerksen said the Foodgrains 
Bank has been able to direct a 
small amount of aid to Winnipeg 
Harvest, and a conunirte.e has 
been formed to look at how the 
hungry on the prairies can be as
sisted. 

He noted thai shipments of 
grain are obviously not the an
swer, but discussion is undernay 
on other forms of assistance. 

"Canadian food banks h.ave. 
approached the Foodgrnins 
Bank". and we've said to the. 
Wheat Board, if the elevator com
panies are interested, we could 
facilitate something." 

The Canadian Foodgrains Bank 
IS an wnbreUa group for 11 
church partners, including the 
Baptist, United and Luther 
churches and the Mennonite Cen
tral Corruninee. Its head office is 
in Wlnnipeg. 

From The Slolle\\"o!/ Arglls/Tell/oll Times 

of grain, valued at $14 mil
liOI~, to eleven countries. but 
had also established a signifi
cant reserve for future emer
gencies. 

During the tnmsition to a 
seven-partner interchurch 
agency, the CFGB benefited 
from the experience and lead
ership of Mennonite partici
pemls. 

The head office ww; estab
lished at 280 Smith Street in 
Winnipeg and the new pm·tner 
agencies begem their participa
tion. When news of the 
Ethiopiem famine ww; flcL<;hed 
m"Ound the world in the fall of 
1984, the Canadian Food
grains Bank was poised and 
ready to respond on behalf of 
Omadiem Chlistiems. 

The CFGB continues to be 
a thrifty, grassroots-oriented 
agency. Gifts of grain and 
cash from Canadian fmmers 
provide the backbone for its 
work. A network of thousemds 
of volunteers take pmt in reg
ular grain collection dlives in 
Ontario, Manitoba, Sask
atchewan and Alberta. The 
contributions of farms and 
church members are gener
ously matched by the Can
adian International Devel
opment Agency. 

The Food Bank started with a vision for the establishment of 
mechanisms for more justly sharing the food resources of the 
world, 

Progress was slow but steady in the early years as the 
framework for a food banking program was gradually 
constructed. The contributions of grain-producers, the heart of 
the project, were sought. Funding and operational arrangements 
were negotiated with government bodies, particularly the 
Canadian International Development Agency and the Canadian 
Wheat Board. The logistics of overseas distribution and the 
relationship of relief food aid to larger development goals were 
discussed at length. 

Today the CFGB is equipped to provide a large variety of 
services to its partners, but its primary work remains that of 
supplying Canadian foodgrain resources for relief and 
development work in Third World countries. Contributors at the 
grass roots designate which partner will have access to their gifts; 
partner agencies decide on the ultimate grassroots destination of 
the grain and their "accounts". In addition, resources designated 
for the General Account are distributed cooperatively at the 
discretion of the CFGB Board of Directors. All partner agencies 
ascribe to the CFGB goal of distributing food according to need, 
without regard to race, colour or creed. Whenever possible, local 
churches in the receiving countries take part in distributing the 
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grain to their neighbours. 
The past four years have also witnessed an expansion in the 

scope of the CFGB's work. The range of commodities shipped 
has grown from exclusively wheat to include corn, pulses (beans, 
peas, lentils) and foodgrain derivatives such as edible oils. An 
increasing amount of this food aid is being used to promote 
development and rehabilitation through food-for-work projects. 

In summary, since the inception to March 31, 1992, a total of 
490,000 metric tonnes of foodgrains has been shipped to more 
than 20 Third World developing countries in Africa, Asia, 
Central and South America. 

How grain gathering works: In the past, the Foodgrains 
Bank collected grain at unlicensed elevators, loaded its own 
railway cars and even organized bagging operations to facilitate 
shipments. Since 1988, however, thanks to the generosity of the 
grain industry and the Canadian Wheat Board, the Foodgrains 
Bank has been given special access to the CWB system. 

It is now possible to donate above-quota grain at any licensed 
elevator owned by a participating grain company. The grain will 
flow through the CWB system and be made available to the 
Foodgrains Bank on demand. The grain companies are allowed 
to "switch" stocks so that the grain received by the Foodgrains 
Bank can be collected at Thunder Bay or other port positions for 
shipment overseas. 

Partners: Partner agencies today are: Adventist Development 
and Relief Agency; Canadian Baptist Federation; Canadian 
Lutheran World Relief; The Christian and Missionary Alliance; 
Christian Reformed World Relief Committee of Canada; Church 
of the Nazarene Canada; The Evangelical Church in Canada; 
Mennonite Central Committee of Canada; The Pentecostal 
Assemblies of Canada; The United Church of Canada; World 
Relief Canada; Canadian Foodgrains Bank. 

POULTRY 

A LOOK AT THE POULTRY INDUSTRY 

We built our first hen-house in 1952 and went into egg 
production with 400 hens. We favoured the Hybrid Shaver 288 
breed from Keystone Hatcheries of Niverville. In 1958 a new 32 
x 60 foot building allowed us to used the original building to 
raise pullets too. When we began there was no automation. We 
used hanging feeders and had a large tank, an airplane tank, on 
gravity flow to the water troughs which we filled with water from 
the well about once a week. We cleaned, graded and candled the 
eggs by hand, packed them into cartons for customers and crates 
for the wholesale trade. Every Friday was Egg Day to Winnipeg 
and all our customers. So the rest of the week was very busy in 
preparation. In 1970, additions of a cement floor, three rows of 
cages, an automatic watering system and a barn cleaner cut down 
on a lot of the work. 

We raised our own pullets from day old chicks. Later it 
became more convenient to buy ready-to-Iay pullets delivered 
right to the farm at 20 weeks of age. This system worked out 
very well for us as we could dispose of the old hens, clean out 
our barn and get our new pullets without much loss in 
production. As an example, in 1973 we bought some pullets and 
paid $1.75 each for these ready to lay pullets and in 1988 we paid 
$3.50 each. There are producers who just grow pullets, others 
raise pullets and laying hens. Pullet producers are on a quota 
system and on a "cost of production" formula. 

Egg prices, which fluctuated terribly, led to the 
implementation of a supply management system in 1972 when 
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the Canadian government passed the necessary legislation. In 
establishing a marketing plan, producers accepted production 
limits in return for more stable incomes. The Board determines 
the number of eggs which consumers will need and sets 
production levels to meet that need. Each producer has a quota, 
or a maximum number of hens he may have in production at 
once. Quotas were based on the size of the building in which 
hens were kept. Our quota was 1680 hens which is small by most 
standards. A certain production level was expected, the deemed 
rate of lay being 20.5 dozen per hen per year. Quotas could be 
cut in order to eliminate over production. usually by 3-5%. 

If there are more eggs than the home consumer can use, the 
"surplus" eggs are sold through the Manitoba Egg Producers 
Marketing Board and the Canadian Egg Marketing Agency to 
processing companies which make them into everything from 
cake mixes and mayonnaise to pet food and shampoo. Sometimes 
they are sold to other provinces or exported outside of Canada. 

This 9-member MEPM Board is elected by the producers. All 
funding comes from producers, not from public revenues. Each 
producer pays a levy for each dozen eggs marketed. When the 
Board was formed the levy was 2 cents a dozen. It soon increased 
to 5 cents a dozen. Now, May 1992 it is 18 cents a dozen. 

The Canadian Egg Marketing Agency is a federal body which 
carries out national policies. It is made up of a director from each 
provincial board, plus a chairman and a consumer representative 
appointed by the Federal Minister of Agriculture. Egg prices 
are based on the average cost of efficient producers to supply a 
dozen eggs. This includes: feed costs, the cost of laying hens, 
upkeep of the buildings and equipment. labour, and a fair profit. 

Advertising tells consumers on how tasty and nutritious eggs 
are using the slogans like: "Get Cracking" and "Have Eggs 
instead". These promotions also attempt to educate as well. 
Scholarships at the University of Manitoba, in the Faculty of 
Human Ecology and in the Animal Science Department within 
the Faculty of Agriculture are sponsored by the Egg Marketing 
Board. Results of annual building inspections, bird counts and 
periodic egg quality checks could bring recognition through 
Certificate of Merit Awards. 

In 1989 we let the egg contract go after 37 years in the 
business. We miss it, especially the contact with our customers 
both those we delivered to for so many years and the many 
neighbours who came to our house for eggs. However, we are not 
totally out of poultry. We still raise roasting chickens each year. 

- Jack Munro 

D.A. Minaker with geese Free range chickcns 



FOND MEMORIES ... 

I remember - John and Bi!! bringing home some eggs ji-om a 
wild duck's damaged lIest. The eggs HAD to be put ullder a 
broody hell. In due time little "plifFba!!s" hatched. We put the 
hen and her new family in the coop. To the east o/"our buildings 
was a swamp, with willows in and around it. Nature whispered to 
the ducklings that water was not too, too far away and that a 
swim was in order. The bewildered mother hen must hal'e 
followed her strange family. We found the empty coop, and 
searched - no luck. A few days later the bedraggled biddy was 
seen, di::ily swaying on a wi!!ow in the middle of the swamp. The 
responsibilities of" Motherhood!!! Hip waders had to be used to 
rescue the hen. Her brood? ... Hope.tillly they had joined their 
natllral kinfolk. 

by Frances Ridgewa.v 
reprinted .limn The Grosse Isle Story 

Annie and Granny Lindsay,feeding turkeys and chickens 

.r..r. Crawley's large chicken house in Lil)j/dd 

Fall ritual at Whitehead's 

Maria (Mrs. John) Norherg u'ith her chicken flock 

In 1929 I ordered ISO pullets of the best Barred Rocks 111 

Manitoba from Hambley's Hatchery in Winnipeg. 
Barred Rocks were very popular at the time and were to be so 

for about 60 years. Some used Leghorns which were lighter and 
used for broilers. New Hampshire were another breed but they 
were not so good and soon died out. 

I had no poultry experience, except dealing with broody hens 
and only had makeshift equipment. The chickens did well. By 
September, I was picking up eggs all over the yard. 

Hambleys' Hatchery phoned me that fall to ask me if I would 
like to have my flock tested and to supply hatching eggs. I agreed 
and for the next 35 years I was a shipper of hatching eggs in 
season. 

After hatching season was over I supplied two grocery stores 
as well as private customers with eggs. The poultry business was 
very profitable with good help from my husband and family. 

The poultry industry has changed entirely over the past 30 
years; there are no small enterprises any more. The broiler 
market is intensely competitive. Roasting chickens, turkeys and 
geese are all handled by large growers requiring sophisticated 
knowledge and lots of capital to compete in world markets. 

- Edna Miller 

~- '" 'f"" 
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Mrs. Corhellfeeding the chickens 

When we lived on the Walter Beachell farm about 1928 there 
was a row of very tall poplar trees at the edge of the barnyard 
where some crows had built a nest. I took two white leghorn 
chicken eggs, climbed the tree, removed the crow's eggs and 
replaced them with two chicken eggs. 

After the appropriate gestation period I braved the very hostile 
crows to retrieve two little white chicks. We kept them in a box 
on the oven door in our kitchen and finally my mother put them 
with an old hen that had a few of her own. 

I recall our hired man saying at the time that the crows must 
have felt that there had been some mating with an owl. If that 
were to happen today, one could make a video and sell it to a TV 
station. 

- Jim Collins 
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Bill Allree's IlIrkey harns 

I was interested in the poultry business from many years prior 
to starting a turkey farm in 1952. The first flock consisted of 300 
birds bought as poults from Salkelds' Turkey Hatchery on Logan 
Avenue in Winnipeg. When they reached market weight of 15 
pounds for hens and 25 pounds for toms in the fall they went to 
Winnipeg for processing. The next spring a new flock would be 
started and so on for 25 years. 

I also had a laying flock of about 1500 hens, which started 
about 1965. It was kept over the winter to supply eggs to the 
turkey hatchery at Neepawa for 12 years. This was a busy time. 
Each day I gathered 1500 eggs and packed them for shipment. 

In 1977 I discontinued farming and the turkey business. 
- Bill Attree 

Bill Allra's IlIrkeyflock 

PERIMETER OSTRICH RANCH 

In the summer of 1988 we became the first ostrich farmers in 
Manitoba and the birds were located at Dwight's brothers farm 
west of Brandon. Since that time we have dissolved the 
partnership and have established our present location at 
Perimeter Ostrich Ranch. After selling this year's production we 
have II adult birds. We are continuing to develop our operation 
including a complete incubation and hatching process for a 
business that is growing by leaps and bounds and is very 
rewarding. 

Manitoba presently has approximately 30 breeders of ostrich 
and emu. The unbelievable demand for breeding stock has prices 
extremely high but we are confident that even when these prices 
come down to a level that is acceptable for marketing the birds 
for slaughter, the return will be excellent. One hen will produce a 
yearly income of at least $20,000. The ostrich is noted for its 
tough but soft and fashionable leather as well as a red meat that is 
very low in cholesterol. The meat is tender and can be compared 
to the taste of the dark meat of turkey. At present ostrich hide 
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PERIMETER OSTRICH RANCH 
FARM LOC. - SE 24·11-1E ROSSER. MS. 

RAISING 
- BOARDING 
- HATCHING 

DWIGHT & THERESA WOLFE 
PH: 204-697-4274 
C/O 5905E ROBLIN BLVD .. 
WPG .. MB. CAN. R3R OG8 

sells for $50 per square foot and an adult bird has approximately 
4 square feet of hide. There are also markets for ostrich feathers, 
toenails and the offal. 

The birds are easily climatized to our winters but still require 
some form of shelter and heat according to age. This is a very 
exciting and challenging business to be in. We are very confident 
in the potential not only for the existing breeder market but for 
future years when meat and hide production begins. Ostrich 
farming should not be compared to the llama or pot-bellied pig 
market which are both classed as exotic. Ostrich are considered 
agricultural and classed under ·'Poultry". 

- Dwight and Theresa Wolfe 

BEEF CATTLE 

In the early days large herds of beef cattle were common in 
the district. Some of the cows were kept for milk or butter while 
the rest ran with their calves on the prairie. There was always lots 
of good grass and plenty of hay was put up for winter. Hay 
sweeps and stackers made by handymen and driven by horses 
were used to make great quantities of hay. Prairie fires were a 
constant hazard in the fall and often the farmers suffered severe 
losses to their hay stacks. 

Walter James was a noted breeder of Shorthorns as early as 
1879. He continued to maintain a famous herd until his death in 
1922. His son, Clarence. carried on until his untimely death in 
1933. Edward J11mes of Weyanoke and later his son, E.R. James, 
also bred good Shorthorns. The Bains - James, Donald, and Peter 
- had fine Shorthorns from 1887 onward for many years. In the 
early days not many cattle were grain fed, but Bains and Jameses 
stall-fed cattle in small numbers as early as 1892. 

Simpsons and Ridgeways also ran large herds of cattle. When 
C. Hayles bought the James farm he bred Shorthorns under the 
management of Harry Rank and when Hayles sold to Donald 
Bain, HaITY Rank continued to manage the farm and the cattle. 

Feedlol al Millers. 1969 



W.J. Miller of Grosse Isle was one of the first in the area to 
operate a feed lot. From 1912, until his death in 1965, Walter 
kept enlarging his commercial feeding operation. His sons, 
William and Robert, carried on the operation for many years. 
Morris Pressman, Keith Ryan, Nathan Finkel, Fred Corbett, 
Stewarts, and Blake Barker have also operated successful feed 
lots. Bill Blair Senior and his nephews, Fred and Bill, were in the 
cattle business at different times over the years. 

Silage slOred at Miller'sfeedlot 

Some cattle farmers in the RM of Rosser have been: Strattons, 
D' Arcy Dyck, Lindsays, Murphys, Jim and George Harris, 
Beachells and Ridgeways. Brotherston introduced purebred 
Highland cattle into the area in the 1980's for a few years. In 
recent years European Exotics have become very popular. These 
include Charolais, Limousin, Blond Quintaine, Main Anjou and 
many others. Cross breeding these cattle with the British breeds 
has produced a superior beef animal. 

The Union Stockyards which had been in existence in St. 
Boniface for around 70 years closed in 1988. Land was 
purchased in the RM of Rosser and new facilities were built and 
opened in September, 1988 at the NW corner of Highways 6 and 
236. This makes for greater convenience, at least for the 
cattlemen in this area. 

- Bob Miller 

Gralld Champiol/ 1952 - Bill Miller Percy Hudsol/'s heefcattle il/ 1970 

GroUI' O(SiIOW steers shoWI/ at Stol/ewall Fat Stock Sholl" /Jr Dicks o(Marquette 

Beef cattle, as I remember them when I was growing up, were 
very different than they are today. Many farms in the RM of 
Rosser raised their own cattle for beef as well as for milk. 
Crossbreeding was a common practice but on a much smaller 
scale that it is today. Milk cows were bred artificially or to the 
neighbour's bull. They produced #1 milk after the cow freshened 
and #2 beef from the resultant calf. 

Falll1S of those years which did have strictly beef cattle were 
composed of mainly the British breeds: Hereford, Shorthorn or 
Angus. Although these same breeds are very much a part of the 
industry today, the introduction of "exotic" breeds changed the 
beef industry dramatically. The most popular of the numerous 
exotic breeds today would undoubtedly be the Charlois, 
Simmental and Limousin. Extensive crossbreeding programs 
have increased frame size as well as cutability with the trend 
being to leaner beef. Today's new grading system, which calls 
for more marbling, will see even more changes in future breeding 
programs. 

Personally, I have always had a keen interest in cattle. When I 
first ventured into the business, I bred commercial cows to 
Charlois bulls. About 10 years ago, I began to try my luck at 
raising Registered Polled Herefords. This was after years of 
wondering why anyone would choose to raise 450-pound 
Herefords, compared to Char-cross calves at 600 pounds! 
However, today's genetically improved Hereford cattle now 
produce calves that are comparable in size to crossbred calves. It 
is interesting to rem.ember that without purebred cattle of 
whatever breed, crossbreeding would soon become impossible. 

Rosser municipality is not a large cattle-raising area, purebred 
or otherwise, because of limited grazing areas. No doubt there 
are even fewer families involved than in years gone by; as in 
most things today, the trend is to bigger or not at all. Hopefully, 
cattle operations that do call the RM of Rosser home will prosper 
in the years to come. 

- Jim Beachell 

Li"estock trailer 
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THE DAIRY INDUSTRY 

Natural progression and technological advances over the past 
100 years, have produced some phenomenal changes in the dairy 
industry. Dairying has evolved from hand labour to a highly 
mechanized often computerized business. 

In the early days cows were milked twice a day by hand. The 
evening milking was usually done by the light of a coal-oil 
lantern. Milk from each cow was poured into an eight-gallon can. 
These cans were taken to a dairy or creamery in Winnipeg by 
horse and wagon. Later trucks did the hauling. 

In the heat of summer, refrigeration was quite a problem. 
Some farmers built small sheds from stones, logs or lumber. 
They built troughs in these sheds and kept them filled with ice 
cold water straight out of the well. The milk cans stood in these 
troughs until transport time. 

lIoas Farllls L/(I. dairr 

More progress came when milk houses were built onto barns 
to store milking equipment as well as the milk. These were often 
equipped with hot and cold running water, an improvement that 
hadn't made its appearance in the farm home yet. This meant all 
the milking equipment and cans could be cleaned in the barn 
instead of the farm kitchen. 

The invention of the "bulk-tank" as a means of milk storage 
was another wonder of new dairy technology. These tanks, 
heavily insulated and cooled with a compressor, keep milk at 38 
degrees Fahrenheit until it is picked up. With this type of milk 
storage came the "bulk truck". These trucks are equipped with 
pumps to load milk from the tank in the milk-house and unload it 
at the Creamery. Milk temperature remains stable while its in 
transport. 

Back in the old days, cleaning the barn was an arduous task. 
Manure was forked onto a "stone-boat" - and taken out of the 
barn to rot so it could be spread on fields later. 

All of the hay and straw used for feed and bedding was piled 
in huge stacks, before farmers had the convenience of balers. 
Hay and straw was loaded and unloaded from a hay rack with a 
fork. 

When electricity came to the farm it opened a whole new 
world for the dairy. 

First came electric lights in the barn. No more milkin o by the 
dim light of the old coal-oil lantern. The next great in;ovation 
was the milking machine. Farmers overcame their initial 
hesitation and very soon hand milking became a thing of the past. 
Of course, fanners appreciated the machine more than the cows 
did and many a milker had to duck a fast moving hoof as the 
sound of the machine spooked the animals. Now pipeline milking 
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IllIerior ollllodem lIIilkillg parlollr (II Grcllko\\,'s 

systems make milking even easier. The herd may be milked in a 
stanchion or tie stall barn or in a milking parlour. In either 
situation, milk from the cows travels through a galls or stainless 
steel line directly into a bulk holding tank. 

Vast improvements have been made in cleaning today's barns. 
Very rigid rules on cleanliness are enforced by milk inspectors. 
One of the greatest inventions has been that of the barn cleaner. 
In stanchion or tie stall barns a gutter runs behind the cows and 
the waste is scraped into it. Manure is mechanically removed 
from the barn and deposited directly into the manure spreader at 
the press of a button. A "mole hill" system operates by 
depositing waste into a hopper, a hydraulic ram pushes it 
underground some distance from the barn where it comes up and 
forms a surface pile. A third option is called the slurry store. 
Manure and water are pumped into a large tank or pit and left to 
"ferment". 

Today's dairy fanner knows the importance of feeding their 
anlInals supplements of minerals and vitamins as well as hay and 
grain. Some farmers also feed silage. More and more farmers 
feed a premixed, premeasured dairy ration which helps maintain 
good production in a herd. 

Computers often control the feeding programs. Each cow 
wears a strap containing a computer chip around her neck. She is 
allotted a certain amount of feed per day and the chip controls the 
portions she receives at the feeding system. 

In addition to day-to-day monitoring, computers are used to 
track genetics and breeding. In the early days fanners didn't care 
what breed of cattle they were milking. If they had a cow, 
whether dairy. beef or a cross between the two. as long as she 
had milk the owner milked her. 

Dairy catlle 01/ Whilej(mll 



As dairying developed as an industry the dairy farmer began 
to specialize until, today, the two most prominent breeds of dairy 
cows are Holstein and Jersey. (In some parts of Europe the 
Holstein is known as Friesian.) Other dairy breeds that are 
considered good stock are Guernsey, Brown Swiss, and Ayrshire. 
The Holstein is black and white and originates from Friesland. 
Holsteins have been bred for higher butterfat, but are still a long 
way from reaching the rich creamy butterfat content of the 
Jersey. Holsteins are very hardy animals and have adapted well 
to the cold Canadian winters. The Jersey originated on the island 
of Jersey in the Channel Islands. Although noted for high 
butterfat content in its milk, the Holstein is usually far ahead of 
the Jersey when it comes to volume of milk produced. The Jersey 
is a light brown color and is slighter and smaller than the 
Holstein. 

Through the years competitiveness in the industry has 
demanded increased milk production and animals with greater 
stamina and longevity. Dairy farmers have been at the forefront 
in the use of reproductive technology to improve their herds. 
Today the AI technician is more familiar to most dairy cows than 
any bull. Although some farmers still use the "old-fashioned" 
way. Advancements in super ovulation and flushing procedures 
now make it possible to transfer AI fertilized embryos to lesser 
grade stock and build a herd from a few genetically superior 
cows. 

Veterinarians still treat sick cows when farmers call but many 
have become specialists in the reproductive technologies. 

In the early days of dairying, milk was sold door-to-door and 
each farmer serviced regular customers. Eventually a quota 
system developed which provided a means to control and 
maintain milk production. Although the quota system has 
changed over the years, a version of it is still being used today. In 
order to be a part of the dairy industry, the fanner must obtain a 
quota. For the most part farmers have bought quotas from others 
who were wanting to retire. Today the Manitoba Milk Marketing 
Board issues quotas as well. production. 

In the 1970's the provincial government originated the 
"Manitoba Milk Marketing Board" to ensure dairy farmers were 
paid a fair price for milk. The farmer ships milk to the closest 
dairy, the dairy pays the Board, and they in turn pay the farmer 
once a month. It often seems a long time between pay days. 

IlIlerior ofChap//Iall·.I' Dairy 

As farming technology has progressed from hand labour to 
mechanization everything -including expenses - changed. No 
matter how technologically advanced the dairy industry might 
become, however, it is still a seven-day week, 365/6 days of the 
year. Cows don't ever go on holidays. 

Trallsporlillg ca[(/e 10 //Iarkel 

THE MILK SHED 
reprillledji"Olll Rosser Ripp/es 

The sOllfh-eastem side oj'the R.M, oj'Rosser. hecause oj'its 
proximity to the City oj' Winnipeg and hecause of'the many 
dairies which existed there, was often referred to as the "Milk 
Shed" (ij' Winnipeg. The dairy owners de/il'ered their milk 
hottles. H'ith their own name caps, on regular routes in 
Winnipeg, usually in cOl'e/'l!d conl'eyances, on wheels in the 
summer and on sleighs in the winter, Most oj' these jell'lllS were 
situated along what is now Rosser Road, and Inkster A ,'enue, 
The\' were usual'" located on small holdings ofji,'e to ten acres -
the 'dairr ham W~IS more important than land. The cattle gra:ed 
on the c;vailahle unfenced land in the summertime. The hours oj' 
work were long for the dairyman - especially to milk, to hottle 
and then deli,'er dailr on his route. They dealt with j(lI'Illers ()j' 
Rosser in pllrchasin,~ milk COlI'S. hay, grain and straw stacks, 
(Jjten going as far west as Meadows to put lip hay. This hay was 
haliled home in the winter for .Iced. They sold heijc'r call'es hack 
to the farmers for as IOH' as jUty cents and hull cah'es were 
sometimes Fee. 

As the nllmher ()j'dairymen increased, the amount ()j'unfenced 
land amilahle .f(!/' gra:ing decreased, Then came TB testing (}j' 
all female cattle and this wiped out a numher of these 
enterprises. Regulatiolls fe!/' the handling and shipment oj'milk 
tightened and large dairies in Winnipeg hegan to take over, The 
small dairymen, so long a part oj'the early days oj'Rosser. 
gradllally went Ollt oj'IJIIsiness, gi"ing way to progress. 

Some oj'the dairies prominent in their time were: 
Arthur Bailey - Maple Grm'e Dairv 

Peter Bid - Pine Valley Dairv 
M, Bogan - Commercial Dairy 

DCIl'icl Brownlee - Stant Bent Dairy 
Frank Chapman - Brookfield. later Chapman Dairy 

Chapmall's Dairr 
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A(ji"C(1 Chllrch - Primrose Dairy 
A. DeGrave - Hillhollse Dair.V 

William Dowhellko - West End Dairy 
William Dlihellski - West End Dairy 

Steve D:ogan - Ros<~fleld Dairy 
Edwin F (II'doe - Prairie Rose Dairy 
Charlie Foot - Bonnie Doone Dairy 

Dan GrenkoH' - Plirity Dairy 
Palll Grenkow - Grenkow' s Dairy 

Hayward - A I'ondale Dairy, later Rootsaert 

John Hill - Rosser Dairy 
William Hlighes - Lil1field Dair.v 

E. Hyde - Brig-a-Doon,formerly S. RlIssell 
William Hyde - SlInnyside,formerly Van W)'nesherg 

Ted Ings - Aherdeen Dairy 
H. and W. Keen - Express Dairy 
D. Kicenko - Wen{1,vorth Dairy 

Stanley Krowiak - Roseland Dairy 
Charlie Longmllir - MOllnt Royal Dairy 

Wallace McDollgall - Maple Crest,formerly Wilde 
D. Petriw - Oakland Dairy 

Dick Quelch - Imperial Dairy 
Charlie Roche - West Winnllipeg Dairy 

John Shawaro - Roselmllk Dairy. Spiers, Scotch Dairv 

Turhett Bros. - Emerald Dairy 
Jack Tennant 

J. Van Halite - Mayfield Dair,v 
Ted Witt and Calder 

Ted Wills - Orangel'ille Dairy 



Edwill Fw"doe with lIIilk lI'ogout;-ofll Brookfield Dairy 

This is all oil pailltillg hy BOllllie Bosak Krawchllk done ./i"0I1l an originaljimll 
photo (J/DoH'hellko Dairy, early 1930's 

Hillhollse Dairy wagon - A, De Gr(/\'e 

Bert Rootsaert and son, Adrien, H'ith Al'ondale Dairy truck, 1940 

.fack Hill dril'ing Rosser Dairv \\'agon 

Delil'('ring hOllled lIIilk in Winnipeg 

Hillhollse Dairy operated hy A, De Gr(/\'e 

Nell' lIIilk truck, 1989 
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Rakillg hay 011 Lawrcllce/CIrIII, 1920 

SWl!I!pillg hay 01110 slackcr 011 Haghorgfarm 

Slackillg hay 0/1 Hoasjilrlll 

HAYING 

Mowing Iwr on Syndicale Farm, 1932 

Raking (Illd sweeping hay on HaghorgJilrl1l lI'ilh mulcs on swccps (Ind horses on 
rakc 

Fillillg Ir~/i I\'ilh hay slillgs 011 Julius Norhcrgjilrlll 

Boh allil B('I'I Comric Slacking hay, 1944 Comrics sll'ccpillg hay, 1928 

Comrics slackillg hay wilh o\'crshot slackcr - Horscs 
Culic alld Corry - 1945 

Paul Grcllkow sCllior and SOilS stacking hay 



Ben and Bill F ellert/Wll with f.fl.C. power haler,first one in Rosser 

TOIl1 Patterson raking hay lI'ith Ford tractor (ho11ghtnew in 1952) and 1\1'0 side 
delil'C/)' rakes, 1992 

Baling hay on Pallerson Farm with Nell' Holland haler 

R011nd haler and Ford tractor 

Restored Farmcdl C11h with side-l/lolllltmOIl'cr 

Boh White holing hay with Allis Chalmers tractor and John Deere haler, 198-1 

Boh White picking 11p straw hales with Nell' Holland halc wagon, 1975 

R011nd hales - a per/Cct spotj(J/' shade 
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HOGS 

The hog industry has changed considerably over the years. In 
earlier years farmers kept a sow or a couple of feeder pigs 
enclosed in a outdoor pen with a hut or small straw pile for 
protection. Used mainly for a source of meat, they were 
butchered in the fall and made tasty homecured hams, bacon and 
sausages. 

Helell Grallt/culillg her pel pig "Rachel" ill 1942 

Producers in the mid 1940's and early 1950's had a barn 
divided into pens, with a sow in each pen bedded down with 
straw. When the sow farrowed in the pen often the piglet were 
laid on or crushed by the mother. The weanlings were moved 
outdoors to a pen in the spring and raised to market weight. Most 
producers had a portable hammer mill and made their own feed. 

Interest in raising hogs increased with the arrival of hydro in 
1949. Electricity brought the benefits of heat lamps, heated 
floors, automatic feed mills and feeding systems which increase 
hog numbers dramatically. It was at this time that confining pigs 
year round began. 

SOH'S illj(/I'}'())\'illg crales; creeps alld heallalllps in/i-olll o/crales 

Today's barn is a fan'ow to finish operation, generally divided 
into four areas. The gilts, sows and breeding stock are in one 
area; the farrowing rooms where sows are confined to cushion 
floored crates supplied with water and feed are separate. The 
crate is surrounded by a heated and protected creep area for the 
newborn piglets. The young are kept here for three to five weeks 
and weaned and moved to weanling pens. They remain here until 
they are eight to nine weeks old. They are finally moved to a 
finishing area where they are fed out to 100 kilograms (220 
pounds) and are ready for market. Barns are well ventilated with 
fans and have some source of heat. Automatic feed mills are 
filled by augers from bins of grain and supplements and mixed 
for the different stages of growth. Barns and feeding systems 
vary according to the specific type of operation. 
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With increased hog production, marketing became a 
significant part of the industry. The Manitoba Hog Marketing 
Commission was formed in 1964. In 1972 it was known as the 
Manitoba Hog Marketing Board. The Board of Directors is 
producer-elected. Today it is known as simply "Manitoba Pork". 

During the past 20 years many local producers have increased 
the size of their barns to accommodate an annual capacity of 500 
to 2000 head or more. More recently Hutterite colonies have 
escalated yearly output to 10,000 plus. These many changes have 
made the hog industry a year round business as opposed to a 
seasonal enterprise. 

An index system has been established and arrived at by taking 
weight and back-fat measurements and priced accordingly. A 100 
index is the average price quoted daily and producers are paid 
premiums for hogs grading over 100 index and discounted for 
grades under 100 index. Pork prices today, in 1993, range in the 
area of $1.30 per kilogram or 59 cents per pound dressed weight. 

PCIl (~/ weanlillg pigs Oil Norhcrg farm 

Some familiar breeds are: York. Landrace, Duroc, Large 
English White. Hampshire or crosses of any of the above. 
Breeding stock is important as the market demands less fat and 
more meat. 

HORSES 

A study of the history of Rosser and the families who live and 
have lived here would be incomplete without mentioning a very 
important family, the Equines. 

Breakillg hrollkos allhe Haghorg.f(/I"IlI al Meadows 

Horses have played an important part in the development of 
this municipality. Families moved the tools of their livelihood 
and their household goods in wagons drawn by these powerful 
animals. As pioneers settled the land, their work horses helped 



clear the land by pulling stumps from the ground. When the field 
was free of bush, man and beast worked together as the breaking 
plow turned virgin prairie sod into fields ready for seed. 

In the early days all labor involved in the farming industry 
involved the partnership of man and horse. Horses pulled seed 
drills which sowed the grain and binders which cut the mature 
crop, gathering stalks into sheaves. Stook teams pulled wagons 
loaded with sheaves to a threshing machine. The harvested grain 
was hauled in horse-drawn wagons to farm or local elevator. 

Four-horse tealll./clI"IlIing at Lawrence·s. 1920 

Plallling potatoes at SYlldicate Fa/'ll/ at Meadows, 1912 

Bert Rootsaert ploughing with horses, Avondale Dairy in hackground. 1946 

Boh COlli ric cutting sweet clover - .1uly 1936 

Going 0111 to seed in 1932. year alia Swedish./cl/lIi/ies callie to Mcado\\'.\" 

Horses al/(I stone/)()at 

Lome RIllJiClj(m/ll'ith stu!>!>/e !>umC/". 1925 

Straw from the harvested crop was blown from the threshing 
machine into a hugh pile and left to be baled later in the season. 
The early horse powered balers operated with a team at the end 
of a long pole. The horses moved in a counter-clockwise 
direction and three men were needed in operating the machine. 
The first man threw the straw from the pile, the second fed it into 
the baler and the third was ready when the team reached the 
halfway point of the circle. At that time a huge spring would 
slam the straw further into the machine and a board was inserted 
to help shape the bale. This man also tied the baling wire around 
the large, heavy bale. 

In those early cash short days. bales of straw and hay were 
hauled by local farmers to dairy farms at the edge of the city and 
to Winnipeg itself for the many businesses which required these 
products. Caravans of several neighbours hauling loads to 
Eatons, The Bay, Arctic Ice Co., McLeans Sales Stables and 
other locations were common as bales were sold to bring cash for 
coal, oil for lamps and other staples which the family was unable 
to produce on its own. 

Early road construction involved the use of horsepower of the 
four legged variety. Metal scoops called Fresnoes dug into the 
mud and were dumped by a man who controlled them with a 
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long metal handle. The mud was loaded into centre dump wagons 
and hauled to the desired location. When the grade was high 
enough and wide enough any gravel used had to be hauled from 
the local pit after it had been hand loaded by men who knew how 
to use a shovel. 

All weather roads were not a reality in the 1920's and 1930's 
and, even though many farmers were using automobiles for 
transportation, the team and sleigh were important for winter 
travel. In March of 1923, John Wedge hitched a horse to the 
cutter and drove wife Mary to the hospital in Winnipeg where 
their son was born. 

The farmer who sold cream to Winnipeg creameries usually 
shipped the cream cans by rail, but it was frequently the team of 
horses that delivered the precious cargo to the station in any type 
of weather. 

Gradually farming became mechanized and horses were 
phased out. Powerful tractors were able to pull large implements 
and cover ground faster with less manpower involved. The power 
put out by these mechanical giants, however, is still rated as 
HORSE POWER. 

HorsehacK riding. Berl CO/llrie on "Trixie" in 1936 

Easl Ross('/" sludenls andFiend 
Swnding: flarry Murph\'. Ro\' Anderson 
Silling: Meh'in Nixon. Arnold Anderson. Mac Wedge. Slen Pelerson. Ed RWin 

Aside from the beast of burden tasks our four legged friends 
carried out many other duties. Many of us remember riding to 
school on horseback or driving there with cart or wagon. Rural 
schools all used barns for the horses while students attended to 
their lessons. These barns were great places to climb, jump from, 
hide behind and throw balls over. 
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"Queen" wilh Paul. Liesa and Erna Rei/ller in hugg\'. 1940 

Bert. George. and Audrey CO/llrie in culler, 1933 

Not all children attending a country school had to drive 
themselves. I remember Jimmy Lindsay driving Chris and Cathy 
to school in a fancy little cutter painted red and sporting green 
velvet upholstered seats. He dropped the girls off at school turned 
his classy little team of ponies around and went home again, 
sleigh bells a-jingling. 

With the onset of winter, virtually all travel involved horses 
and sleighs or cutters. Trips to the city involved train travel and 
there was always someone to drive you to the station and to pick 
you up again at the end of the big adventure. 

During the winter months Arnold Anderson would leave his 
car at my grandfather's farm. Grandpa (Gus) Peterson lived at the 
present junctior1 of Highway No, 6 and PTH 236 and it was from 
this junction that Arnold left on his weekly trip to deliver eggs to 
his customers in the city. He loaded the eggs in his car, ran the 
car up onto the stoneboat and set out for the Tom Braid farm. 
Here the car was unloaded, the horses put in the barn and Arnold 
would pull out onto what is now Sturgeon Road, a good road that 
was plowed open in the winter months, The return trip was in 
reverse of what had transpired in the morning. When Arnold got 
to the Peterson home he had a cup of coffee with Gus and 

Royston Twhell wilh sons. George and Hugh, wilh horse and lmgon. 1936 



Josephine after he parked the car in the shed then drove the team 
home with the empty eggs crates in the sleigh. 

The role of the horse in the social life of the community 
cannot be ignored. The horse was easy to set on automatic pilot. 
The story goes that Horace Morrison had picked up his lady 
friend in Rosser and was taking her to have supper with his 
mother. On the way to the farm she questioned him about 
rumours that he was interested in Kathleen Peterson's hired girl. 
He denied it. On the return trip Horace was paying more 
attention to the girl than the road, the horse turned into the 
Peterson farmyard by itself and stopped at the house. The 
argument was on again. 

Pride and ownership and love of competition has induced 
many of our citizens to show their horses at competitions. Dave 
Binnie of Grosse Isle was well known for his classy Clydesdales 
which he showed as far away as Toronto at the Royal Winter 
Fair. When Ren James entered a painting of Binnie's much loved 
mare, Deanston's Choice, in a juried art show he was awarded a 
second place ribbon. Binnie was extremely disappointed, but he 

Horses and.t{)(Ils as VOfl wOflld see OIllIIanyfarllls in the early rears. 

Ray Taplin with "Nettie", 1948 

E.E. Dowler's horses - Cap, George, Dick, Daisy, 
Prince. Fan, Do!! and Dart - with we!! known 
horselllan, Bert Reilller. 

philosophically mused, "Oh, well, the judges never knew the 
mare." 

There is a close bond between human and animal and many of 
our residents have been part of groups with horses as their main 
focus. This love of mount and enjoyment of friendly competition 
has had many Rosserites take part in local fair's equestrian 
classes; from line classes to equitation classes, the gymkhana 
classes and the cutting competitions. Flat races and chariot races 
are a source of pleasure to contestants and audience alike. 

When the Bob Malone family of Gordon built a large arena on 
their farm they gained the gratitude of the members of the 4H 
club, parents and leaders who turn out for Saturday morning 
lessons. 

The story of Ron Hudson and his horse Dan Patch is a classic 
example of the bond that exists between horse and rider. Dan 
Patch (so named because he has a small patch of white like an 
inverted V on the rump) and Ron arrived at Gerrie School one 
day. Ron and the horse climbed the steps, walked down the floor 
to the front, around the teacher's desk and back outside. The 

Wedge falllily: KCl'in Scott. Iris Wedge. Peter & Linda Scott. Linda Pacqllelle 
(/i"iend). Leslie Wedge. Darlene Wedge. in the Winner's Circle. 

Fred lind .lean Sijert 
Top: /-lorse - Topper Bird winning. dril'{'r - Fred Sij"rt. 
Bottolll: Son Keith holding horse. Fred, .lean. grandson Dm'hl, dllflghter SflSlIn. 
daflghter Brenda. 
Front: Grandson Tilll. 

163 



teacher, Molly Murison, was somewhat upset but Ron and Dan 
Patch had no worries about the stroll at all. 

Charlie Buckle of Gordon owned a fast little mare called 
Flying Topsy. The mare, the owner and jockey Les Wedge 
travelled to Stonewall and to race meets even further afield. They 
won at the competition. A love of racing horses remains with Les 
to this day and he trains a stable at Assiniboia Downs to the 
present time, as well as raising colts to run with the fervent hope 
that this one will be another Secretariat or even another like Turn 
to Rule, his favourite of all the horses he has owned. 

Dale Slagerman and Fred Sifert of Rosser would probably 
argue that watching a Standardbred or Harness race is 
tremendously more exciting but I am firmly convinced that the 
natural high of having YOUR horse place first in any 
competition or race would cure almost any type of depression if 
it could be bottled. 

Although horses no longer playa major role in our 
community, there remain many fond memories of those earlier 
times. Besides horse power there are many more expressions that 
remind us of the importance of those gentle giants of yesteryears. 

The willing horse gets the load: 
... with sleek thoroughhred lines ((dien seen or heard in sales 
ads): 
Works like a horse; 
Eats like a horse (not so good); 
Not enough horse sense for a pony; 
and the classic. horse sense is what a horse has that keeps 
himfi'o/71 hetting on people. 

SHEEP 

Sheep raising has ne\'er he en popular ill this district although 
it was always qllite prqfitahle. 

The earliest account of sheep in this district is takenfi'om ER. 
James' early records. He tells ()l an English gentlemen, W.J. 
Winsor, who came fi'om England with plenty ol money and 
settled on NE 26-12-1W in 1890. He was the first to hm'e sheep 
in the district and as there were no fences he hrought out an old 
country shepherd to care for his flock. He soon got tired ()l the 
enterprise and returned to England. 

John Ridgev\'CIy raised sheep 1)I'(!fitahly as long as he was ahle 
to farm. He fawil/red the Shropshire hreed. They carry a hean' 
f7eece and the lamhsfatten easily. 

Walter Miller raised sheep .limn 1926 until 1947. At first he 
had Shrops, then Sl(/folk crosses. He also hought lamhs to fatten 
in the fall, as man)' as 400 at a time. 

Harry Clarke also had a snzallflock of sheep for se)'eral years 
in the 1940' s. 

reprintedfi'om The Grosse Isle Stor)' 

Sheep 011 Millerfarm 
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Recently, Doreen Pratt started raising several breeds of sheep. 
She was interested in finding what breed would be most 
profitable in the RM of Rosser. There is apparently very little 
interest in sheep. Aside from a few orders for children's pets or 
to trim lawns not much interest is shown beyond those who 
already have them. 

KEEPING BEES 

In 1967 Walter Wright bought two hives of bees with 
approximately 8,000 bees in each one, and set them out at 
Gordon Lawrence's farm. As a beginner, he lost both hives. In 
spite of the previous year's failure, the following year he set out 
five hives. The results were good and he built a small honey 
house on the north side of the yard. At the time he started, the 
only others keeping bees were Peter at Tataryn's farm and the 
Olnicks (near Stonewall). 

He worked for Eaton's Catalogue at that time and the 
company brought in carloads of bees and equipment. Thousands 
of two-pound packages of bees, each with a queen, were sold. In 
most cases supplies came direct from the States and were shipped 
to customers by parcel post. 

In Rosser, during early spring, bees find the fruit trees in farm 
yards and pasture land a good source of nectar. (At Doug 
Morrison's there was a 300-yard row of Caragana trees and 
Wedge's bush was ideal.) As spring turns to summer, bees begin 
to work the blossoming alfalfa and canola fields. Starting out 
with 8,000 bees and a queen, hopefully there will be 40-50,000 
by mid-July. 

Bees can bring in 10 pounds or more of honey each day. 
Walter's best crop was 300 pounds of honey per hive which 
came when Walter and Mary Krywochyza had swarms all over. 
Walter caught one and set it up in the Krywochyza's raspberry 
patch. The agreement was they were to get all the honey, he 
would have the bees. Walter extracted the hive and, before she 
knew it, Mary was down to her double boiler as the last empty 
container in the house. 

Up until that time Walter was convinced that all bees had to 
be imported from the states; however. he soon changed his mind. 
He recalls, "P~ter was losing the odd hive to swarms and I had 
about that many flyaway on me. But each of us was catching at 
least six swarms. The last swarm that year was at the Galbraith 
homestead, it was 20 feet up on a corner of the eaves of the house 
and it was the size of a five-gallon pail. The date was December 
28, although there are still people around that won't believe this -
but it had been a mild winter up to that date. This would be my 
first trial at overwintering bees outside. Shortly after that it 
snowed and turned cold and soon the hives were totally covered. 
The heat from the bees fonned an empty space around them." 

Walter had been called on to remove swarms from the Joe 
Storey's, the Husak's, Krywochyza's, and Neil Smith's. He 
claims Smith's bees were the hardiest: "The swarm at Smith's 
was on the cylinder of the combine, I had to pick up the queen 
and put it in ... frames. The next day, before I went to work, all 
the bees were in and I moved them away." Then he was asked to 
take bees out of the Gordon curling rink: "When the wall panels 
were removed, there was old wax, honey and bees to within a 
foot of the top. They couldn't go any higher. There was more 
honey than they would ever use but the space was too small for 
them to make a nice cluster to keep warm ... we used a garden 
hose to scrape down the walls ... we patched up the outside 
entrances ... but I'm sure some came back." 



FRUITS - WILD AND CULTIVATED 

When this district was first settled, wild ji"lIits were qllite 
plenti/it! unless lateji"ost spoiled the hlossoms. 

The old Boyd farm, now the home of Alhert and Annie 
Borthistle, and lands a(!joining were wondeJ:!it! places for wild 
strawherries and raspherries. The Corhett farm now owned hy 
James Lindsay and the Ed Hagerman farm now owned by Bill 
Ridgeway, were also famous strawberry patches. In 1932, I hm'e 
a report of a good crop of strawberries picked on the Borthistle 
farm and a few on the Hayles' farm in 1942. By 1948, the 
strawberries were almost gone, certainly none were left to pick 
for preserving. Raspberries still grow H'ild in quite a number ()l 
places and in wet years are large and plentifit!. Though we hal'e 
not nearly so many saskatoons owing to bush land being broken 
up, we still have a good supply in favourable years. A few 
cranherries are growing in Jewell' .I' bush, and on Mulligan' .I' 
place Clormerly ER. James farm). Chokecherries and pincherries 
are plentifit! most years. The wild plums have deteriorated in 
qualit}, in the past 30 years. Only the poorer varieties seem to 
bear at the present time. Odd black current grew wild here but 
they were never plentifitl. 
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HORTICULTURE 

Since the first settlers came to Grosse Isle horticulture has 
been ()lgreat interest to many of them. 

Walter James planted all the trees at Maple Grove before 
1900. He told me he receivedjive ()lthe largejir trees, which stil! 
grow there, in a single match box. Mr. James also had good 
perennial/70wers. Edward James and his son, ER. J{lI))es, have 
carried on the family tradition ,pith tree planting and landscape 
gardening. 

Those who had/ine j70wer gardens in earlier days were: John 
Ridgeway, Fred Beachell, Herb Corhett, Stuart Harris, Henry 
Craig and William Ridgeway. They al! had fine l'egetable 
gardens as well. A great deal (il the credit for most of'these 
gardens was due to the help and interest ()l the wives of these 
men. 

In later years, Herb Tyler planted many trees around the 
l'i!!age. The new homes around Grosse Isle are al! nicely planted 
with trees and shmbs and are a beautifit! sight with flowers ji"om 
early spring till fal!. DOllna Baldwin' .I' flowers are something 
special and also A.M. and Lois Rutherlord's. 

The Women's Institutes hold a plant sale each May which has 
always been a success and we hope it has encouraged 
horticulture. 

The Rockwood Horticultural Society is a lively organi:ation 
now. Each year they have short courses, field days and j70wer 
and l'egetable shows. In 1974, the poorest year for gardens for 
some time there were over 300 entries in thefal! show at Argyle. 

There was also a vine-like plant resembling a raspberry which 
we called a dew berry. The fi'uit was like a raspherry with a solid 
centre. It had a very sweet j7m'our and though not very plentiful 
was fozllld in some quantities on the edges ()lpot-holes and other 
low places. These herries have not been found here for a long 
time now. 

The early settlers soon planted small fruits such as red 
currants, black currants and gooseherries and every farm had a 
rhubarb patch. Red currants and gooseberries are to he found on 
many farms today bllt black currants have not grown so well, 
though we have them ourselves and find they are surer to bear 
thall either the red currants or gooseberries. 

In 1909, Mr. John Ridgeway planted the .first crahapple in 
this district as far as we know It was a Transcendent Crab and 
hore well. A few people planted Siherian Crahs shortly a/tel' that. 
At that time there were no nurseries here and our fi'uit trees 
came mostlyji'oJ1l the East or Minnesota. 

In a few years time, Mr. Ridgeway tried plums. By this time 
fruit trees were available from Manitoba Nurseries; such as 
Patmore at Brandon and Skinner at Dropmore. "Surprise" and 
"Aiken" were two of the plum varieties tried by Mr. Ridgewa)' 
bUithey prOl'C(1 to be too tender. 

1t was notumil the early 1920's when Mr. Ridgeway and Mr. 
Corbett found that the sand cherry hybrids and some other 
mrieties of plums and crabs were al'(/ilahle, that these new kinds 
were tried. Unfortunately, in 1922, a sel'ere hail storm in June 
killed most of' the ji"uit trees that had been planted. Hml'el'er, Mr. 
Ridgeway and Mr. Corhett got more crabs and plums and also 
some large apples that were recommended at that time. 

1n 1931 or 1932, Miss Julia Gjertson planted a number (Il 
fi'uit trees. She planted Hyslop crabs, Transcendent crabs, large 
apples, a number of' pluJ1ls (Il different kinds and some grape 
vines. Later she also tried apricots. The winter ()l1944-45 killed 
most (Il her apples and also the Hyslop crahs. She found the 
apricots bloomed too early so were liable to ./i'ost damage. Miss 
Gjertson's experience in growing apples and grapes prOl'ed to 
her that our climate or soil was not suitahle for these hut size 
continued to try more mrieties of crahs and plums, though she 
found many ()l them killed back. Her untimely death in 1946 
found many ()l herfi'uit trees just ahout to hear so her experience 
in these new varieties was lost to us. 

In 1932, Mr. Cross, Mrs. Miller's father, who lil'ed with the 
Millers after he retired, planted sr!l'eral fi'uit trees. Plums, 
crabapples, large apples and sandcherry plum hyhrid were tried. 
The results ol these experiments show Manitoba Spy-a large ./inc 
apple, Sapa sand cherry plu/7/, Ojihway, Tecumseh alld Pemhilla 
plums all to he hardy and good to eat. 

There are several farms ill the area where fi'uit trees wcrc 
planted. F. Fetterman, C. Hayles, A. Stanhridge alld W. 
Stanbridge tried fi'llits trees but there is little informatioll as to 
the success ol their e}lorts. It would seem that 0111' soil alld 
climate are not suitable for growing large apples or tellder 
plums. 
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A 1975 update by Lois Rutherford adds the following 
information: 

In 1967 a Provincial Fruit Orchard, featuring ten different 
varieties of apples, was started at Jack Rutherford's, Two 
varieties of apple-crabs - Kerr and Trail - proved very successful 
with bountiful harvests for a number of years, 

The softer varieties, such as Luke, Carroll and Collet, were 
not too successful. Following practices at Morden Experimental 
Station, Lois and Jack are now replacing these trees with hardy 
root stock onto which the softer varieties are ·'budded". 
Considerable losses were suffered in the winter of 1973-74, 
described by provincial horticulturists as "the worst in 40 years 
for fruit trees", Apples produced here can be favourably 
compared in size and quality with those grown in most areas. 

The most popular small cultivated fruits here are raspberries 
and strawberries, Many home owners in Grosse Isle have some 
patches of either or both which, with care, produce bountifully. 

Dry August and warm, 
Doth harvest no harm. 

TUSSER 
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ODDS AND SODS 

Hilghorg's silwing wood (J{ hOllie, 1918 

Wallace Childerhose ami his porlilhle grain crushing oW/il 

Threshing al Corhelr's (nole eiemled grain hopper) 

Gelling w(J{er ji'olll Ihe Huhka gral'el pils l(J{e 1930's, Truck is a 1936 Ponliac 
('III frolll a sedan, 
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E\'elyn Hllhka and hOllle lIIade clllli\'(/lOr 

Clarence and Martha I-Iaghorg - MilY 1957 

George and Mark Grimley spreadingj7ilx slraw on seplicf/eld, 1969 

Drying grain (J{ Friesen's, 1980 



Trials and trihlliarions ofa wet han'est season at Meadows, 1968 

Roche Trucking, grain \'aCIIIIIII, Ilitematiolial tractor alld grain trailer. 

Jllst waiting to hid 

Tlllllhieweed (kochia) in sheltahelt Oil Gllnnar NorbergfCmn in recent dry yellr 

Blowing olllthe dri\'cway Clitting grass the ellsy \\'11.1' 
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ELEVATORS 

ROSSER 
In 1900 the Ogilvie Flour Mills Company Ltd. built a grain 

elevator on the south side of the railway just west of the CPR 
station. 

The early records indicated that a different grain buyer was 
employed almost every year. In discussing this with personnel at 
Ogilvie's, it was decided that the agent was oilly hired for the 
harvest season, probably due to limited business. The early 
settlers kept stock and farmed with horses and mules which 
required more grain for domestic use. Another factor was that 
there were fewer farmers then with less land under cultivation ... 

As the farmers prospered and farms became mechanized, 
grain was hauled in trucks, which also opened up a new field of 
business, and then the Ogilvie elevator was used extensively. 

The grain buyers for Ogilvie's were as follows: 1900-06, no 
record; 1906, James Steel; 1907, Geo. Kier; 1908, A. Tichburn; 
1909, R. Hunt; 1910, WE. Ferguson; 1911-12, A. Stark; 1913, 
1.A. Gordon; 1914, G.P. Greensides, 1915-16, W. Haye; 1917, 
W.E. Lyons; 1918, W.A. Robinson; 1919, W. Staples; 1920-22, 
Roche Bailey; 1923, W.A. Crisp; 1924,1.1. Brown; 1925-27, 
C.w. Sissons; 1928-39, G.L. MacKenzie. 

A new elevator was built in 1935 with a capacity of 34,000 
bushels. The old one was wrecked in May, 1949. Three wooden 
annexes were built in 1950. Grain buyers were: in 1940-47, PE. 
McCarthy and 1948-59, Gerald Hallick. 

Ogilvie Elevator No. 201 Rosser. 
Manitoba - 1935 

Rosser Cooperative Elevator Association came into existence 
on November 26, 1959 when the Manitoba Pool Elevators 
purchased the elevator from Ogilvie Flour Mills Company Ltd. 

On April 6, 1960 a permanent board of directors was elected 
as follows: president, Harry Slagerman; vice-president, Lester 
Bergey; secretary, Alan Beachell; and board members John 
Cross, A. Koch, W. Blair, N. Corbett, C.R. Childerhose. Gerald 
Hallick continued on as grain buyer till 1969 when he purchased 
Rosser General Store and went into a business of his OWIl. 

In August, 1969 members of the Rosser Cooperative Elevator 
Association and their families held a barbecue and social 
evening in honor of Mr. Gerald Hallick on his resignation as 
grain buyer after a term of 21 years. Gerald was presented with 
an engraved wrist watch and Mrs. Hallick with a beautijii! 
bouquet offiowers ... 

On August I, 1969 the policy of the Manitoba Pool Elevators 
changed whereby the Rosser local changed from a local Board to 
a line operation with the head office of Manitoba Pool Elevators 
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in charge. The term Board of Directors has been replaced by 
Local Committee. This committee takes the place of the Local 
Board and is part of the Sub-District Council. 

At the annual meeting on February 4,1971 the following 
members were elected to the Local Committee: chairman, Ernie 
Childerhose; vice-chairman, Alan Beachell; secretary, Irwin 
Friesen. Members are: A. Koch, L. Bergey, T. Holtmanll, D. 
Mulligan ... 

reprinted ji'om Rosser Ripples 

L.A. Wiebe, replaced Gerry Hallick as grain buyer at the 
Rosser elevator in 1969. He was there until it closed in 1971. 

OLD ROSSER ELEVATOR STORIES 

The spring of 1948 was beautiful. I was working as a helper in 
the Manitoba Pool Elevator at Starbuck. A friend of mine who 
was working as a grain buyer in the Ogilvie Elevator asked me if 
I was interested in becoming a grain buyer. I thought it over for a 
couple of days and I finally said I would give it a try. He told me 
that Ogilvie's in Rosser needed a buyer and that the job was mine 
if I wanted it. 

Thursday, May 13, 1948 was another lovely day. That was the 
day I came to Rosser to start my career as a grain buyer. There 
were many times when I thought I was crazy to have taken up 
grain buying as a full time job but, as I look back over the years, 
I can't say that I am sorry. I worked for Ogilvie Flour Mills for 
II years and Manitoba Pool Elevators until the summer of 1969. 

As I mentioned earlier the spring of 1948 was a great spring 
and when I arrived in Rosser most of the seeding had been 
completed. One of my first experiences as a grain buyer occurred 
about two hours after I arrived. A farmer came in wanting a load 
of wheat cleaned. After I had put the grain through the cleaner a 
couple of times I noticed that after each time through there 
seemed to be more and more barley in the wheat. After 
apologizing to the farmer he said it didn't matter that much as he 
was just going to use the grain for feed for his cattle and that all 
he really wanted was the smaller weed seeds removed. I later 
checked it out and found some barley stuck in the corner of the 
bin. When I went home that night I was kind of discouraged and 
I thought to myself that I would probably stay for only two 
weeks at the most. As I write this it is 44 years later and I am still 
in Rosser so something or someone must have made me change 
my mind. 

There were many instances that I can remember when I 
wished I had pursued another kind of job. I remember the time 
when I was a helper at Starbuck that I was thrown off the top of a 
box car while releasing the hand brake. I didn't know at that time 
that there is a right way and a wrong way to release those brakes. 
When they spot the car they often leave the air brake on and as 
soon as you release the lock the wheel in your hand will spin 
around. In my case, I fell off and hit my head on the rail. The 
next thing I knew I was waking up in the hospital. 

I remember how hard it was to open and close some of the 
doors on those old cars. To solve the problem I had borrowed a 
tractor to use to pull the doors either open or closed. One time I 
had a farmer drive the tractor while I hooked up the chain to the 
door. After we got the door closed I went to unhook the chain 
and was expecting him to back up enough so I could unhook it. 
He put it in a forward gear by mistake and as there was a little 
slack in the chain when he went ahead the chain snapped up and 
hit me just below the eye knocking me out. Once again, the next 
thing I knew I was waking up in the hospital. 



There was another incident that I recall when a farmer tried to 
slip a few bushels of treated grain off on me. He apparently had a 
few bushels of treated seed grain left over so rather than dumping 
it somewhere he mixed it in with some good grain. Fortunately, I 
took a sample of the grain as he was unloading his load. When I 
told him about it he denied it so I took it in to the inspectors in 
Winnipeg. They checked, and of course, knew right away that it 
was treated. After much yelling and screaming he said he would 
take it home. I remember that he lived about four miles from the 
elevator and I guess he was so mad about it that he forgot to put 
the hoist down on his truck. He drove from the elevator to his 
place with his hoist up in the air. The funny part about that was 
that a short time later on he got married and I was one of his 
ushers. We also remained good friends and had many great times 
together. 

There were many other things that made life interesting as a 
grain buyer. The many times after a big rain that the boot would 
get half full of water. I had to pump out the water but then there 
was always dust and grain down there that had to be baled out. It 
was a horrible job for the man down below but it was just as bad 
for the person up on top. While you were down in the pit you 
always worried whether a rat would crawl up your pant leg. 

One hot summer I was working in the driveway when I heard 
a kind of crackling noise. On checking into it I found that the 
roof of the driveway was on fire. Luckily John Cross was hauling 
grain in at the time and he carried water from the neighbours 
while I was up on the roof trying to put out the fire. We got the 
fire out without too much damage. We had put out a call for the 
Winnipeg Fire Department and they arrived about 10 minutes 
after the fire was out. To make sure it stayed out they sprayed 
water all over the place and then we really had a mess to clean 
up. 

It is a popular saying that you cannot get farmers to agree on 
anything. I must say that the fall and winter of 1968 showed me 
that that saying is not true. The fall of 1968 was a very wet year 
and all the grain had been threshed tough or damp. The Pool put 
in a dryer and we dried grain day and night. We always had to 
have people ready to bring in their grain and there were many 
times that a fanner would get a phone call to bring in his grain in 
a couple of hours regardless of the time. It was really nice to see 
the fanners get together and go out and really help one another. 
Many farmers put in many a sleepless night hauling grain in and 
out. 

There was one stipulation to getting one's grain dried. I don't 
know how it got started, but each person knew that they had to 
bring in a bottle of liquor when we were drying their grain. It 
really worked good because one lady brought in two bottles even 
before we started to dry her grain. With all the men around there 
were many times that the leg was opened too high and the leg 
would plug up. This meant that someone had to go down and 
unplug it and in most cases it was me. After the grain was all 
dried I removed all the empty bottles and I must say there were a 
few - maybe that's why everyone was so helpful. 

I could go on and on telling stories about being an elevator 
man during the time that I was at the elevator. 

There are people around who will remember emptying those 
terrible annexes. I remember carrying all those grain doors to 
cooper up the cars - papering the doors - patching the holes and 
cracks in those old wooden cars. I remember times when you 
would take grain in all day and load cars all night. Many a time I 
would go home at 2 or 3 in the morning hoping it would rain 
only to wake up to find farmers lined up to get into the elevator. 
In the early days that I was in the elevator most farmers had 
small trucks that would haul 60 or 70 bushels - a big truck hauled 

about 200 bushels. With all these small trucks it made a lot of 
book work. 

As I drive by the elevator now I see about 20 cars lined up to 
be loaded and in a short while they are loaded. In my time it 
would have taken a week to load that many rail cars. As I think 
back over the times gone by to the times of today, I think how 
much easier it must be to run the elevator today. I know they 
handle much more grain than we did back then, they also handle 
more fertilizers, more spray and other things. I also see those big 
elevators with those big bins, electric car movers and I think back 
to the days when we had to shovel out those flat bottomed bins -
also use those jacks to move the cars. 

As I stop and think about it, it was 45 years ago when I started 
in the elevator so when we see all the changes going on around 
us I guess it is only right that there should be changes in the grain 
business. What with all the changes made, if someone ever were 
to ask me "Would you do it again?" I just might say yes. 

by Gerald Hal lick 

GORDON 
Manitoha Pool EICI"ators estahlished a Pool EICI"ator 

Association at Gordon during the year ol J92R. Gordon is 
situated on the Canadian National Gypsul111'ille hranch line. A 
40,000 hushel capacity elevator was erected that year and 
hecame a reality primari lv hecause (Jl a feeling oj' diss{[ti.~laction 
with the system of grain marketing policy then in effect, and a 
developing concept that primary grain producers should ha\'e a 
mice in the marketing ()l their product. 

The original Board (Jl Directors (JI' Gordon Pool Elemtor 
Association No. J J J whose names appear herewith were the 
guiding light ill estahlishing this new grain handling facility (It 
Gordon: Lyle Lawrence. president; Thos. Hutton. l'ice-president; 
I W. Morrison, secretary-treasurer; G. Peterson. O. Allderson, 
Thos. Whitehead, E. Nelsoll, directors. Ie. Paul was the first 
manager. or grain huyer, and during the first year's operation 
handled 26R,6RO Imshels (Jlgrain ... 

reprinted/i'om Rosser Ripples 

Managers, Agents, Grain Buyers 

J.e. Paul, the first manager, was at Gordon until 1933. 
Subsequent agents, grain buyers or managers were: 1933-40, D. 
Mitchell; 1940-43, G.E. Simmie; 1943-46, 1.H. Couzens; part of 
1946, W.C. Jamieson; 1946-47, James Meldurm; 1947-48, 
Hector R. Lahaie; 1948-49, R.K. Leonard; 1949-51, D.l. 
McBurney; 1952-62, Allan 1. Hill; 1962-63, L.G. Miller; 1964, 
Dennis Avery; 1964-79, J .M. Storey; 1979-83, Dave Wilson; 
1983-87, Russ Wishnowski. 

{'IF 4 

Gordoll Pool Ele\'(JlOr 
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MEMORIES OF THE GORDON ELEVATOR 

The Gordon elevator was built in 1928. It caused a lot of 
activity around Gordon. I remember playing baseball that 
summer. The baseball diamond was just across the railroad in the 
field presently owned by Bill Galbraith. We had lots of spectators 
at our Sunday games as the crew working on the elevator lived in 
trailers at the site. 

I remember one incident very well although I do not 
remember the year. Charlie Pulfer from Balmoral was the 
elevator man at the time. He had a lot of trouble starting the 
diesel engine and quite often he would come to get me to start it 
for him. The motor was a one-cylinder diesel and to start it you 
had to turn the fly wheel around to the compression stroke, pour 
a little gas in the carburetor, flip the magneto and then it would 
fire. This one morning in the winter he phoned for me. I hitched 
the team of horses to the sleigh and drove over. 

I fired up the motor and it backfired just as Charlie was 
putting the gas in it. That set the jug of gas on fire. Charlie threw 
it on the floor, it shattered, then the whole engine room was on 
fire. As Charlie ran through it to get out the door his clothes 
caught fire. I went out the window and ran around to the side of 
the building where Charlie was rolling in the snow. I saw he was 
going to be all right and ran back into the elevator. grabbed up 
two fire extinguishers, opened up the office door a little and 
emptied both of them inside. By this time Charlie had the fire on 
his clothes put out so I jumped in the sleigh box and headed for 
home to get a couple of axes. I thought we' d have to cut the walk 
to the elevator out to try and save the elevator from the fire. I 
don't think the team knew how fast they could run until that day. 
When I got back to the elevator and opened the door to the office 
we saw that the fire extinguishers had smothered out the fire. The 
office being lined with sheets of aluminum and painted saved the 
building. With cleaning and a fresh coat of paint the elevator was 
back to business as usual. 

by Kent Morrison 

BERGEN 
Bergen elevator opened for business in 1965, it was a Federal 

Grain elevator at that time. In the fall of 1965 there had been a lot 
of tough grain and the previous agent ended up with only nine 
customers because he would not take the tough or damp grain. 
Rene Monchalin came to manage the elevator in January. 1966. 
The first year Rene was there he managed to get quite a few new 
customers. 

Henry Johnson, Harry Rose, and Percy Hudson were some of 
those in December, 1966 at the first Christmas party which was 
held in the office. This annual party around December 23 was 
held every year until 1972. At that point the parties were just 
getting too big; the office was full and so was the basement. 

In 1970 the elevator's west annex was being built. It was 
getting late in the fall and quite cool. A chap from Lorette on the 
construction crew would not wear a hard hat. One day they were 
hoisting rolls of paper to the upper part of the annex when one 
slipped and fell hitting this chap on the head. It knocked him out 
and he was carried into the office where he was revived. Now 
this person always stuttered but, when he came to. the stutter was 
gone. After being released from Grace Hospital the next day he 
was stuttering once again. He was convinced, however, to wear a 
hard hat after that. 

In the fall of 1971 the new annex caught fire. Bill Chimuk 
noticed the fire about 3 a.m. and called Rene. He in turn called 
the Reeve, Evered Lawrence. The RM of Rosser did not have any 
fire equipment at that time. A call was put into the Winnipeg Fire 
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Department but they never did come. Those present at the fire 
got extinguishers from the elevator and were able to put it out; 
lucky. too. since the outside of the annex was cedar siding. 

Records available from the 1972-73 crop year show that the 
Board consisted of chairman. Percy Hudson; members William 
Blair, Fred Blair, Harry Slagennan and Tony Koch. Mr. Hudson 
continued as chainnan until 1981-82 at which time William Blair 
held the position for a short while. Nelson Boychuk was 
chairman until the elevator closed in 1987. Fred Blair, Leo 
Hadaller and Frank Seidel all held the position of vice-chairman; 
Mike Tataryn, Nelson Boychuk and George Turbett all had terms 
as secretary. Other members of the board were Henry Johnson. 
Irwin Friesen. George Minaker, Garry Minaker. G. Johnson, W. 
Oatway. M. Morrison. Keith Ryan and Bruce Galbraith. 

Federal Graill Elel'iltor. Bergell. MallitoiJa opelled }itfl oj' 1965. Mallitoha Pool 
E/nator too/.: ol'er ill 1972. Capacity 140,000 /Jllshels. DCII/olishcd Ime I 98(),s. 

There was always a problem at Bergen to get rail cars, partly 
because of the small siding. The situation improved when Bergen 
was put in the same block for allocation of rail cars as Winnipeg. 
In the mid-70's the elevator handled 1.3 million bushels in one 
crop year. which indeed was quite an amount for those times. 
Jules Granger and Frank Chalet were helpers during that period. 
When grain measures converted to metric many farmers were 
annoyed to say the least. There was this one fellow. whose name 
will go unmentioned, who was always complaining about metric 
insisting his tickets be written in bushels and pounds. Jules 
finally got just a little fed up and one day he said to the customer, 
"you're just too damn dumb to learn metric." This farmer never 
mentioned the subject again. 

Rene has many pleasant memories while he was the manager 
at Bergen and then later the new Rosser elevator. He preferred 
the old elevator saying,"as one gets older it's a little harder to 
adapt to changes." When the computers came he adapted to using 
them but many managers throughout the system just refused to 
take them on; the computer part was left to helpers. When 
computers were first installed in the elevators, there were 
problems. One instance was when Wallace Oatway delivered a 
load of wheat. approximately 200 bushels. He dumped the load 
in the pit and the grain was elevated to a bin. It was about then 
the computer lost the record of the weight. In another instance 



the weight recorded on the ticket was far more that it should have 
been. Chalk it all up to change! 

"NEW" ROSSER 
The grand opening of a super-modern elevator marked 

Rosser's entry into the world of high-tech grain moving. The 
opening ceremony, on July 20,1987, was attended by dignitaries 
from Manitoba Pool Elevators and CP Rail as well as the 
Honourable Charlie Mayer who was, at the time, Minister of 
State responsible for the Canadian Wheat Board. 

Construction took a year before the 177-foot slip form 
concrete structure was complete. Its has a storage capacity of 
245,000 bushels (6500 M/tonnes of wheat) with 25 bins. Among 
its other features: two 6,000 bushel per hour steel legs with 50 
h.p. motors with a 166-foot discharge height. (The legs are 
equipped with automatic actuators for opening and closing 
gates.) It has an electronic 10 x 80-foot receiving scale; an 
automated overhead shipping scale; and four split back pits. The 
elevator uses a Bisco 2488 screen machine for cleaning. The 
office and truck loadout are on the track side of the elevator; the 
siding has a cpapcity for 20 hopper cars; and the elevator is 
totally computerized. 

Two pool committees were affected by the amalgamation of 
Bergen and Gordon elevator at Rosser. The Bergen committee 
consisted of: Nelson Boychuk, chairman; Frank Seidel, vice
chairman; George Turbett, secretary; and directors Bill Blair, 
George Minaker, Leo Hadaller, Garry Minaker, Keith Ryan and 
Bruce Galbraith. Members of the Gordon committee were: Jack 
Munro, chairman; Gilbert Braid, vice-chairman; Jack Rutherford, 
secretary; and directors Bill Ridgeway, Terry Borthistle, Rick 
Rutherford, Arne Anderson and Bill Fetterman. 

Rene Monchalin, who managed the elevator from its grand 
opening, retired in 1991. Adrien Kolly was appointed as his 
replacement. Richard Klassen is the assistant manager. 

NclI' Rosser Pool Elcl"([lOr opened otficiallv .lilly :ZO. 1987 

REMEMBERING OLD TIMES ..... 

An elevator agent borrowed Jack Munro's truck years ago. He 
left his automobile at Jack's all locked up and took the keys with 
him. As Jack remembers it, the agent didn't return the truck for a 
couple of days either. Soon after, Jack shovelled approximately 
40 bushels of oats which he had in the bin into the same truck 
and delivered the load to the elevator. He got a milder grade on 
the oats .. .from the same agent. Guess the moral of the story is 
that you don't ever get a break from a company man. 

Bernice (Anderson) Munro was helping her dad at harvest 
time, hauling grain with the truck to the Gordon Pool Elevator. 
The agent there said it was tough and would not take the load. 
Bernice headed back home. Her dad was not impressed with the 
agent's judgment. Mr. Anderson said, It's not tough just take it 
back." No one is sure if Bernice ever did get that load of grain 
off. 

In the days when most or all grain deliveries were done by 
horse and wagon, there was time to talk as one waited in line to 
unload. Occasionally it seemed that to be on the elevator board 
had its advantages. Some would say there was the odd occasion a 
Board member got a better grade for his product than others, but 
that is merely speculation. Art Oatway had an experience like 
that; he took his grain to another elevator. 

Bert Comrie was asked by his dad to take a load of grain to 
the Gordon Pool elevator, it was one of the first times he'd done 
it. To take off the load at Gordon, one drove the horses until the 
front wheels of the wagon were in the proper place to be hoisted. 
Air was used to elevate the hoist. One horse in Bert's team, 
whenever she felt a tug on her harness, tended to try and pull 
ahead. This is what happened and, needless to say. the elevator 
agent was quick on the release lever. Though the front wheels 
were pulled off the hoist, no real harm was done. 

While Gordon and Bergen elevators were operating as 
Manitoba Pool elevators. they both had their own managers or 
grain buyers. The quota system and limited space in different 
periods of the year allowed farmers to deliver to whichever 
elevator had space available. On some occasions it happened that 
the agents would grade differently. quite fine if it was up in 
grade. but much different if the sample was down graded. 
Farmers did have the option of having a sample sent to the Board 
of Grain Commissioners for an official grade. When the results 
came back, there was no argument from either the elevator agent 
or the farmer. 

John Rossnagel, a bachelor, went to the Bergen elevator to get 
a load of fertilizer. John always took at least one of his dogs 
along with him. Apparently after the fertilizer was loaded and as 
John left the elevator, his dog somehow engaged the lift lever in 
the truck cab. Up went the truck box and out went the fertilizer 
onto the road. John was so upset with his dog he gave him away. 
right there and then. Nelson Boychuk took the dog. The next day 
John had cooled down and was back at the elevator wondering 
aloud if Nelson would give him the dog back. The agent. Rene 
Monchalin, said he thought he probably would. Later John went 
to see Nelson and retrieved his dog. A happy ending! 

MEADOWS 
A feH' years passed he/ore there was a grain elel'ator at 

Meadows. In the meantime. grain was put into c([rs hy the old 
grain scoop ([nd strong hack method. Mr. D. McLean Imilt an 
elel'ator at MeadoH's in 1912 and we arc told that Mr. Bill 
Camphell was elel'([tor agent. In 1915 the c1el'ator was sold to 
the McLaughlin Crain Company. From 1916 to 1922 W. 
Crisman was the agent. The company 1Il0l'ed ([ house known 
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locally as the old Reid House/i'om 300 yards west (}j" the present 
hall to about 300 feet south oj" the ele\'([tor. This house was later 
called 'Crisman's Shack'. 

reprinted/i"Ol71 Meadows, Centennial, 1970 

N.M. Patersoll ElemlOr aI Meadows (llole coal shed ill/()regrolllld). 

PATEr:-.'·ON 

PalerSOIl EI('\'lIlor. Meadows. olle Imill ill 1922 alld lhe secolld olle ill 1947. 

PalCtSOIl E/nalor with IIl1l1ex (Imill ill 1978). 1993 

In 1922 N .M. Paterson & Sons began operations in Meadows, 
having purchased the elevator from McLaughlin. The life of this 
elevator was short-lived, as it burnt down the same year. N .M. 
Paterson & Sons were quick to replace it with a new one, having 
a storage capacity of 30,000 bushels and powered by a 12 h.p. 
gas motor. In order to accommodate the grain deliveries of a 
progressive grain growing area, a second elevator was built in 
1947 with a capacity of 60,000 bushels. 

In 1953 grain sales were not keeping pace with production, as 
a consequence, a 29,000 bushel semi-permanent annex was 
constructed. The demand for further storage space led to the 
building of an additional semi-permanent annex in 1960, with a 
storage capacity of 45,000 bushels. 
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In 1976, having served its purpose for 54 years, the old No.2 
plant was sold for demolition. In 1978 a semi-permanent annex 
that was built in 1953 was demolished and in its place a 28-bin 
permanent annex was constructed. This new facility greatly 
enhanced the operation, as it contained two drag conveyors 
powered by 10 h.p. drives which enabled the manager to move 
grain in and out more efficiently. 

Throughout the many years in business in Meadows. N.M. 
Patterson & Sons have been privileged to have had in their 
employ competent managers who have conducted their business 
successfully and conscientiously. They are as follows: 1922-23. 
R. Campbell; 1923-28, G.H. Paterson; 1928-41, J .A. Moore; 
1941-49, Norman Harris; 1949-66, G.W. Miller; 1966-69, L.L. 
Lecoq; 1969-7\, W.H. Steininger; 1971-73, H.W. Purkess; 1973-
90. H.B. Buchanan; 1990, R. Janzen; 1991 to date, TTurner. 

Note: The above information was supplied in a letter written by 
Blake N. Woods, Manager, Country Operations. Mr. Woods goes 
on to write: 

"N.M. Paterson & Sons wish to extend their congratulations 
on this special occasion, commemorating 100 years as a 
progressive community. 

"They would also like to take this opportunity to thank their 
many customers for their continued business support down 
through the years and are looking forward to be of service for 
many years to come." 

THE CP RAIL WATER TANK AT ROSSER 

The water tank on the CPR property was a landmark in Rosser 
Village for many years. It was demolished accidentally in the 
train wreck of 1957. 

Before diesel, locomotives ran on steam generated from coal 
fire and water. The old steam engines used to stop at Rosser for 
water regularly. They also dumped coal cinders while water from 
a big pipe suspended from the water tank replenished the 
engine's supply. The red hot coals dropped from the engine onto 
steel plates between the rails. The plates kept the rail ties from 
catching fire. Then section men would load the coals into a 
wheelbarrow and pile them to one side of the railway. 

Farmers hauled loads of cinders back to their farms as they 
made an excellent road bed. They hauled them with team and 
wagon or sleigh, depending on the season. 

The CPR hired a man to pump the water into the water tank 
which stood about 50 feet high. It ran into the engine by gravity. 
Tom Greenaway was the pumpman during the twenties and 
thirties. He used to sit and knit socks while keeping an eye on the 
old engine that pumped the water. 

During those years the railway had two section crews at 
Rosser. The crews were comprised of a foreman and three men. 
Each section foreman had four miles of track to look after. They 
worked five and a half days per week and patrolled the track on 
Sunday. Their mode of travel was by handcar which they 
pumped by hand. 



TRANSPORTATION 

Over the past century modes of transportation changed 
rapidly. Those changes include such a wide variety of vehicles 
that they are almost too numerous to record. 

In those early days virtually no roads or railways existed in 
the area, other than native Indian trails. Many early settlers 
walked in the summer and used snow-shoes in the winter. 
Alternatives to walking were horseback or horse drawn 
conveyances such as a buggy, cutter, wagon, sleigh, democrat, 
Red River cart, depending on the season. Oxen often pulled these 
vehicles or Shaganappy ponies obtained from the Indians. 

Some of these conveyances were used exclusively for travel 
while others hauled produce and freight. Buggies with fancy high 
stepping horses were very fashionable at the time. The young 
men who owned them were very particular about the condition of 
their rigs whenever they took them out. There was keen 
competition among them to see who had the fastest and the 
fanciest rig. 

Mule teams played an important part in the early days of 
transportation. Like horses, they often did double duty by 
working fields and breaking land during the week, then taking 
their owners to town, or to visit neighbours, or to a dance on 
Saturday night and to church on Sunday. A double seated 
carriage equipped with side curtains and two coal-oil lamps 
attached was the vehicle of choice for these pleasure outings. 

The Canadian Pacific Railway line came through the Rosser 
Municipality in 1881, providing tri-weekly transportation to and 
from Winnipeg and elsewhere. These trains carried freight, cattle 
and horses too. 

Automobiles became popular, real luxuries as roads improved. 
They were such a novelty in those days that everyone ran to see 
whenever one passed by. Horses feared these "horseless 
carriages", as they were called, and they were the cause of many 
a run away team. In those days, their top speed was about ten 
miles per hour. Many had tops that could be put down during 
rides on nice summer days; forerunners of the convertible. It was 
not until the 1920' s that cars had glass windows and were used 
only during the summer months. However, after the snow-plow 
was invented and roads were open people were able to travel 
around more rapidly. 

Even after the advent of the automobile, people still used 
horse drawn vehicles. During the years of the great depression 
some converted their motor vehicles back and when gas rationing 
curtailed the fuel supply, horses went to work again. 

The bicycle, another early invention, is still being used today. 
Today they are used by people of all ages. Over the years, 
bicycles became motorized hence the birth of the scooter, the 
moped and the motorcycle. 

Children have been transported to and from school in many 
different types of vehicle. First, they either walked or were 
driven in a cutter or buggy; next came the school van or mom 
driving them in the family car. Today they go longer distances to 
larger schools in big yellow school buses. 

Since the "horseless carriage" other vehicles have evolved 
many different cars, all sizes of trucks; even such conveniences 
as "motor homes". Today, cars and trucks are very streamlined. 
Most are equipped with a wide range of technical devices from 
radios on which to listen to favourite music right up to computers 
which control speed, temperature, and sound systems. One 
hundred kilometres per hour instead of the ten miles per hour of 
those early cars are common for highway travel. 

Transportation by air has become popular in the last half of 
this century. A commercial aircraft now circles the globe 

carrying freight and passengers. Smaller planes. too, are used for 
both business and pleasure. In the RM of Rosser. the drone of a 
small plane's engine is a familiar sound as crops are sprayed 
during the summer. Nearly every farmer displays an aerial 
portrait of the farm somewhere in the home. Infrared 
photography, taken from planes, now helps farmers identify crop 
damage and aids the municipality in weed control. 

In the early days ox carts etched wheel tracks into the sod of 
unbroken prairie. Today, trips to other galaxies are possible. 
Perhaps, within the next 100 years, farmers from the RM of 
Rosser will be seeding and harvesting crops from sections 
located on distant planets. Who knows what the future holds! 

Calhraith.f(lIl1i1y \\'ith oxen 

Red River cart 

Horse and huggy transportation 
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Galhrailh's dril'er and buggy 

HCllriella and Ruhen Riege and sons, Gustave and Bill, wi Iller of 1940 

Mr, & Mrs. Tom Pople, manager (~llhe Syndicate Farm al Meadows in 1922 
(nole Ihe rohes in cUller) 

Dan Slewart hauling grain wilh a grain lank 
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Hauling grain (nole spring moullled seal) 

Elsie, Bud and lIarrv Murphy going 10 EaSI Rosser School, c. 1915-1919 

Carl McFee wilh his mules, c. 1910-1915 

£I'elyn HlIbka, leam and sleigh 



Corbell's pon), C,lpress, 1933 Norll/an Corhelll\'ilh ponies. 1935 

Dan Slewarl, 1968 

Whaljilll! .lake and Slisan BrOlin, 1948 Pleasllre sleigh ride 01 Tom Pallersonjimll. 
Tom Pallersoll, Eli:ahelh. Nawlie, Leslie and .lamie 

Donald H. Bain andFiends 0111 hllnling inmolOr car 01 Rosser, 1908 .lack Haddow,jorlller reel'e (!flhe RM ofRosscr 

175 



Allio licellsed ill 1918 Gertrude alld Jack Jacklin, 1927 

Clal'cllce HagiJol'g alld Fl'il: Cal'lsolI, 1927 

Mlliligan's Ol'erland cal' 

Bert alld George Comrie alld 1927 Whippel.f{!lI1' cylillder, 1928 John ReimCl' in 1927 Chel'/"olet wilh Palll, Licsa, Johanna al/(I Ema Reimer, 1936 

Alldy HagiJol'g'sfil'sl cal', 1930 LOll' 1930's alllO 
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Alldy Haghorg'sfirs! BlIick, 1947 LOfC 1940's {/lI!O 

Boh WarkClJlill's IICH' 1965 Ford !ruck 

I 953-Ford 112 [(Ill "alllli\'crsw)' special" 

Dodge CIIS!OIll Royal 1978 Chrrsler NeH' Yorker 

1988 Mercllry Topa: Richard WarkclIfill {[IulJeep 
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Frank Chapman, operalor, Ed Fardoe in side car a"olll 1910 George Grindey checking Ihe properly 

Richard Warkelllin and Honda Bo" Warkenlin, 1992 

-

Honda tjlladr/llll/('/" 

Marcy IV/eads ol!lhree wheeler 

1985 GMC I!lOlorho/lle ReMax hOI air "a!loon wilh gondola (}\'er Bo" While's wml- .lilly 1985 
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THE RAILWAYS 

Stealll locollloti\'e Oil Calladiall Paci/ic Railway lille lIear Rosser. Decell/her -I. 
1953 

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY 

The CPR Transcontinental Line was originally to cross the 
Red River at Selkirk, so the line ran from Portage La Prairie 
eastward to Stonewall. Agreements between the railroad and the 
City of Winnipeg in 1881 established the company's main 
western shops and yards in that city. Shareholders, meeting on 
August 17, 1881, authorized building a new line between 
Winnipeg and Portage La Prairie. The present CPR main line was 
constructed and, on December 20, 1881, opened for service. The 
new route saved 12 miles and joined the old alignment just east 
of the Portage La Prairie station. The old line was not dismantled 
immediately and in fact was pressed into service in spring of 
1882 when one of the periodic floods in the Red River Valley 
blocked the new line. During 1882, the section west of Stonewall 
was abandoned and the rails lifted. The section between 
Stonewall and Winnipeg through Stony Mountain was retained 
and eventually extended to Arborg. The original use explains the 
semi-circular route which the Arborg subdivision takes around 
the Town of Stonewall. 

Rosser CPR s/(ltiOl/ ill 1895 with the passcllger traill Oil Ict) 

Stations in the RM of Rosser were Bergen, Rosser, Meadows 
and Marquette. 

In 1881, the station in Rosser had a large waiting room. This 
room was used for church services and dances too until a hall 
was finally built by Mr. Price. Later part of the waiting room 
became living quarters for the station agent. The station burned 
in 1934. A box car was moved in and became a temporary station 

and only a small dwelling was made available for the agent's 
family. Station agents serving Rosser have been Messrs. 
Charlotte, Todd, House, Ham, Little, Walsh, Holly, Sanders, 
Marsh, Hayden and Spurr. 

Mr. al/(I Mrs. R. Bras alld Leolla ill FOllt of the Meadows CPR Statioll IJ/lilt ill 
1906. dell/olished ill 1961 

When first constructed there was only a single track with 
sidings; however in 1911 a double track was laid. All the grading 
was done with men, horses, and mules. The story is told that the 
mules seemed to know when it was lunch time, because they 
would all start to "hee-haw" in unison. The double track provided 
a good road bed and streamlined trains glided past with 
passengers going to all parts of eastern and western Canada. 

Three trains went east to Winnipeg on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday: one, early in the morning; one, at 3:00 in the 
afternoon; and another shortly after 8:00 at night. On Tuesday 
and Saturday, the 3:00 o'clock did not run. Westbound trains 
stopped at Rosser at 9: 15 a.m. and 10:45 p.m. In the early days 
the railroad carried both freight and passengers. As time went on 
more produce went by truck and people drove to Winnipeg, 
particularly in the summer. Traffic dwindled until finally, on 
April 20, 1965, passenger service between Portage La Prairie and 
Winnipeg was broughUo an end and the station closed. 

It is interesting to note the decline in passenger traffic from 
1952 when 14 daily passenger trains rolled past Rosser Station. 
By 1960, only the "Canadian" transcontinental survived. In 1978 
CP Rail relinquished operation of all passenger service to VIA 
Rail. In 1990, the "Canadian" left Montreal's Central Station on 
its last daily run. 

Hearings across Canada took place in 1986 and 1987 to 
determine ~public opinion on whether Cabooses could be left off 
trains. Trains were to be equipped with an End of Train 
Information System, (ETIS) instead of the caboose. In 1990 the 
first cabooseless trains travelled across Canada. This new 
innovation is said to save the railway $60 million a year in 
upkeep. Although this may be a big savings for the railway we, 
young and old alike, will miss waving to the men in the caboose 
as we sit at the crossing waiting for the train to pass. 

c£~. /111 G- 4·Lu.v ~ I~ ~~ 
~~~~~~~ 
~ ~ /t; {, tv>f.h. 
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Loading a prodllcer ('{II", 1993. 

Train dcraillllclIl (/I lV/cadoH's, OcloiJer 19, 1976 

A TRAINWRECK 
rcprill/cdji'Olli Rosser Ripplcs 

Rosser, Manito/Ja was the scene o/a two CPR train smash on 
Tuesday, July 30. 1957 at II :30 P,/7l. Both Feight trains were 
east/Jound into Winnipeg at the time (Jl the crash, The .first one 
pulled into Rosser to correct a "hot /Jox" alld was just pulling 
({way again when the second-with nine /Jox cars of' cattle and 
hogs-1.:rashed into the empty cahoose, 

The f(Jrce of'the impact lel'elled a water tower in the Rosser 
rail yards. smashed the Font end of'the second Feight and 
demolished more than 30ji'eight cars, 

An estimated 300 cattle and hogs were in the second train. the 
m(~iority of which were either killed in the crash or destroyed 
later, 

Three crewman of the second train were injured, 

Sn'clI/cell-car derailllleni al Mcadows ill 1992 
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Traill deraillllclI/ ({/ Rosser, 1957 

CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILROAD SIDING 

The railway played an important part in the early days of the 
Rosser Municipality, The CN branch line was originally 
constructed to transport gravel from Steep Rock to Winnipeg, 
However. once built, the line was used by many people for a 
variety of purposes, 

The CN track to Lake Francis was built in 1903 and extended 
to Oak Point in 1910, From there it was built all the way to 
Gypsumville, The starting point of the track was the St. James 
Junction (not to be confused with the St. James Station), At 
various points along the CN track, sidings were built. In Rosser 
Municipality these sidings included Moore, Lilyfield and 
Gordon, 

Moore Siding was located 8, I miles from the St. James 
Junction and was the southern-most of the sidings located in the 
municipality. This siding was primarily used for grain delivery 
but was also used by several farmers to deliver cream and butter 
to Winnipeg, The train was often late arriving at Moore as it 
waited for fish to be delivered and loaded from the lake country 



further north. Area residents frequently boarded the train at this 
point and made the trip to the St. James Station in the morning 
for a few hours of shopping in Winnipeg. From there they took 
the street car to Eaton's department store returning to the station 
for the trip home in the afternoon. People from all along the line 
made these trips and they became a happy social occasion. 

Lilyfield Siding was next on the line located at mile II. This 
siding was used for loading grain and unloading coal. Farmers 
hauled their grain bags to the sidings in sleigh boxes during the 
winter and wagon boxes in the summer. 

Gordon Siding which was located at mile 20.2, was the one 
siding with a grain elevator. When the elevator was built by the 
Manitoba Pool Elevators Association in 1928, use of Moore and 
Lilyfield sidings was discontinued. The Gordon elevator was in 
operation until 1989 when it closed. 

CPR s/ea/)/ locoillo/i\'e No. 6047. 1939 royal/raill 

CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAY AND GROSSE ISLE 

In 1901, McKenzie and Mann contracted to build a railway 
along the Oak Point Trail through the Interlake. The Canadian 
Northern Railway (later the Canadian National) bought land for 
the roadbed and in 1903 the new line became operational from 
Winnipeg to Lake Francis, Oak Point in 1904, and Gypsumville 
in 1910. A station was built at Grosse Isle on SE 6-13-1 E in 1903 
and a branch line constructed to Ekhart gave access to the gravel 
pits. The settlers wanted the station named Grosse Isle and 
submitted their suggestion to Premier R.P. Roblin. The railway 
obliged and officially designated the stop as Grosse Isle station. 

The arrival of the railway changed the lives of pioneer 
families. It supplied services that had previously been obtained 
by travelling to Rosser and the CPR line. Milk producers were 
able to ship milk and cream daily. Residents could go to 
Winnipeg and return the same day. 

In the fall of 1910 the Charles Brothers built the first store in 
Grosse Isle and, in 191 I, the district opened a post office in the 
store. The Manitoba Grain Commission records a grain elevator 
was constructed in 1911. A.1. Lobb started a blacksmith shop in 
1913 and before 1920 built a shed near the station to store drums 
of kerosene and gasoline which arrived by rail. 

The railway continued to be an important centre of the 
community until freighting became more flexible on the 
highways. The water tank that had been used by both rail lines 
was demolished in 1961 and the station in 1974. 

At present, during the summer months, the Prairie Dog 
Central, a steam locomotive affectionately known as Old #3, 
makes two trips every Sunday from Winnipeg to Grosse Isle with 
tourists from all over the world. 

Prairie Dog CCII/ral Oil its trip /() Grossc Isle 

HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION 

Among resolutions passed at the first council meeting of the 
Rural Municipality of Rosser held in 1893, was authority given 
to Councillor Chambers "to expend the sum of two dollars to 
repair the mud hole on the old trail in Ward 4." In 1894 a petition 
was received from James Galbraith and others "asking that action 
be taken to secure right of way for the CPR and CNR roads 
(alongside the old Hudson Bay Railway)." In April 1895 a by
law followed to provide "that all roads in the municipality shall 
be built in the following manner: the centre of the grade to be the 
centre of the road allowance with a berm of not less than I 0 feet 
on each side and the top of the grade to be not less than 12 feet." 
Authorization was also given to purchase "9 scrapers which 
provided the equipment to maintain these roads." 

Thus began the early road system, and over the next I 00 years 
the following excerpts, taken from the minutes, indicated the 
need for further improvements. The rate of these improvements 
may have seemed slow, but they have given the municipality a 
road system that has served the ratepayers well. 

1907 A delegation waited on the Winnipeg Street 
Railway to ask that a line be built across the 
municipality. west to Rosser Station. For 
this service a tax exemption would be 
allowed for 20 years. 

1910 W.E. Bonner representing the Winnipeg 
Automobile Club attended before Council 
asking permission to do work on roads in 
such parts of the municipality as the Auto 
Club deemed advisable for the improvement 
of roads. 

1913 

1914 

1920-1927 

A petition was received to build a road from 
Rosser to Meadows to parallel the CPR 
track. A tender was accepted from A.R. 
Boivin for grading and ditching: 200,000 
yards at 20 cents per yard. 
A dragging contract was let to T. Hester to 
supply two men and two teams to level 
roads at $4.75 per day per outfit. 
Petitions and pressure was put on the 
Government to take over the Lilyfield Road 
as a P.T.H. Finally in 1927 this road was 
taken over as a P.T.H. 

lSI 



1929 

1938 

1940 

1941 

1958 

1962 

1965 

1966 

1987 

1990 

1992 
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A road was built from the Meridian West to 
connect with St. Francois road and also a 
road was built running north and south from 
Meadows. 
All roads in the municipality were classed 
as "Class B" roads under the Highway 
Traffic Act. 
Council attempted to keep main roads open 
for winter traffic. 
The Provincial Government came up with a 
plan whereby they would plow certain 
municipal roads, when snow ploughing 
equipment was in the area and not needed 
on trunk highways. The cost for this service 
would be shared 50/50 with the 
municipality. 
Plans began to build the Perimeter 
Highway. This highway was completed in 
1970 and known as P.T.H. #101. The 
cloverleaf constructed at P.R. #221 and the 
Perimeter built at a later date was a great 
improvement for vehicular traffic in the 
area. Today there is a good system of lights 
that has certainly enhanced and made night 
driving much safer. 
The government issued grants to 
municipalities for the maintenance of 
municipat roads. 
The Provincial Government disbanded their 
system of issuing grants. In place of this 
system they took over certain roads in a 
municipality and maintained them as 
Provincial Roads. The R.M. of Rosser 
continued to maintain these roads and the 
municipality was reimbursed at an hourly 
rate. Provincial Roads in the municipality 
included portions of 412, 221, 236, 248, and 
334. 
Provincial Road No. 221 was rebuilt from 
PT.H. No.7 to Rosser. Lights installed later 
at PR No. 221 and Sturgeon Road was 
welcomed by those travelling to Winnipeg 
everyday. In 1969 a "'hard surface" was 
added to this road. 
A Road Network Plan was instigated. All 
roads were classified as "all weather, fair 
weather and unimproved". This Plan 
became part of the Development Plan of the 
Municipality administered by the South 
Interlake Planning District. 
Provincial Road No. 221 from Meadows to 
Marquette was rebuilt. At the present time 
residents are waiting for a "hard surface" 
similar to what is on the rest of the road. 
The cloverleaf at P.T.H. No.7 and the 
Perimeter has finally been opened. This was 
a much needed improvement to create faster 
but safer traffic flow to the eastern part of 
the municipality. 
The Provincial government's policy 
changed again. Approximately 2,000 
kilometres of roads were given back to 
municipalities throughout the province for 
maintenance. A one-time grant was issued 

to help defray the additional costs. This 
grant was made in two payments. About IS 
kilometres in the RM of Rosser were 
returned: portions of No. 412 and Provincial 
Road No. 334 north to Grosse Isle. 

In 1909 a group of municipal men representing municipalities 
surrounding the City of Winnipeg organized the Manitoba Good 
Roads Association. The purpose of this organization was to 
promote road improvements through education. It was a small 
beginning, but through the competitions, meetings, etc., a keen 
interest in the organization was created. In 1992, 76 
municipalities are members. The R.M. of Rosser has always been 
a strong competitor and has been in the "winners circle" for 
different classes of competition on many occasions. Winning 
years were: 1943, 1946, 1951, 1952, 1961, 1972, 1976, 1979, 
1981, 1985, 1986, 1987 and 1989. Winning these competitions is 
the result of pride and interest in road maintenance in the RM of 
Rosser over the years. 

One hundred years of road development in the RM of Rosser 
have brought many improvements. A major improvement 
occurred in the 1940's when roads were opened for winter 
driving. The introduction of hard surface roads was an even 
greater advancement. In the early days, most products were 
transported by rail. Today trucks do the hauling. This has been a 
major factor in road improvement; roads built for small grain 
trucks are no longer adequate for semi's that do the hauling 
today. The RM has come a long way since authorization of the 
two dollar expenditure to fix that hole in 1893. A budget of 
$342,()()0 was approved in 1992 for road maintenance and 
improvements. 

TWIN OVERPASS STRUCTURES 
ON PTH No.7 

OVER PTH No. 101 
officially opened by 

THE HONOURABLE ALBERT DRIEDGER 
MINSTER of HIGHWA YS and TRANSPORTATION 

OCTOBER 1991 

Natura/ Rcsourccs Minister and Lakcside MLA. Honoura/J/c Harry EIII/s (on 
/(/i). and llig/II1"il.'"s & Transportation Minister and SteiniJach MLA. Honourahic 
A/hcr! Dricdger, opcning the O\'e/pass on No.7 Hig/lImy and PTH 101, Friday. 
Ouoher 25. 1991. 



III Hydro Electric Power 

The Business Community 
" Business in Rosser 

Meadows Business Community 
Meadows ConsumersCo~operative Limited 

. ,M~q~9WS,~fI~qgiqg f:;g Lilllit~d '" ", . 
Meadows Credit Union Society Limited 
Grosse Isle 
Blacksmith 

Aellak Fertilizer Ltd. 
Barala Kennels 
Bel Acres Golf & Country Club 
Dowler's General Store 
Qrosse Isle General StQffs 
The Hitch'n Post 
Insurance by the Ridgeways 
K.M. Furniture 

Rosser Sialioll #1 hy Dolly Dennis, 
colleclion ()(Mr, and Mrs, A. Dell1assoll, Toronlo 

Winnipeg ~~~~!111~~\!7!~~~~rt\~;;;;;;=:::~:~:~: Winnipeg Auto Auction 
Winsaga Pottery S~uelio 
Winter Seeels 

Rosser SWlioll #2 hy Dolly Delli/is, 
colleuion oJ.llIdge MOl/llin 
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COMMUNICATION 

The first radio hroadcasting stations in Winnipeg were: Free 
Press CJCG and Trihune CNG. They went on the air April 2, 
1922. They ran one year and then the telephone company came 
on the air with CKY. 

Wilburn Mul!igan built the first crystal set in Rosser, 
Septemher, 1922. In 1923 the Mulligan hrothers, Wilhum, Fred, 
and Kenny built a tube set with homs. In 1938 Wilburn built a 
two-way, five meter set. Due to the 'vvar in 1939 al! amateur 
hroadcasting was prohibited. 

In 195/ Wilhum received his liccncc for amateur radio. In 
March 1954 he instal!ed the first telel'ision set in Rosser at the 
home o{ Fred alld J can MlI{{igan. This was three months he fore a 
Winnipeg station was in operation. On a good day they could 
pick up the Fargo station. 

In September, 1964 colour TV came to Rosser. The fantastic 
colours and magnificent stereophonic sounds (){ today' s models 
show a tremendolls adl'ancement in this line oj" communication in 
less than 50 years. 

reprinted from Rosser Ripples 

Communication has come a long way since the days when 
smoke, flags, lamps, and the pony express where major tools. A 
whole spectrum of options has been invented. We communicate 
by telegraph, telephone, fax machines and computers: radio has 
evolved from the Crystal set to Walkmans and "ghetto blasters", 
shortwave (ham), and citizens-band (CB). Recorded sound, 
initially heard through phonograph is now replayed using 
cassette tape or compact disc. Television informs and entertains 
us as much as radio, video cassette (VCR) stores information and 
entertainment as varied as family outings, movies, business 
opportunities and educational discourses. Most of these are 
inventions of this century and have made a lot of jobs easier or 
leisure time more enjoyable. 

The telegraph was the first device used to send messages by 
electricity and it dates back as early as 1837. Today, most long 
distance electric or electronic communications signals are 
transmitted by such means as satellites, broadcasting antennae or 
coaxial and fibre optic cables. The telegraph is the common 
ancestor of these devices, but it is rarely used where more 
advanced technology is available. 

The telephone was invented in 1876. Early telephones lines 
were, for the most part, party lines. This meant that anywhere 
from 2 to 15 homes shared the same line even though each had 
their own number. In some rural areas this is still the case. 

There have been many changes in the telephone since its 
invention and this century has seen the majority of them. The 
early models were either standard rectangular boxes that hung on 
a wall or tall and thin with the receiver across the top. Now there 
is an endless choice of styles and technologies from which to 
choose: phones are found on walls or desks; they amplify to 
accommodate more than one listener at a time; are free of cords; 
transmit by radio; and have become as mobile as their owners. 
Telephone transmissions now travel by laser beam, through fibre 
optic systems, and bounce off satellites in space. 

The forerunner of the radio was the "wireless" and was called 
an "Improvement in Telegraphy". Many of the world's most 
dramatic and important events have been broadcast by radio and 
it is used as an instant means of communication by millions of 
people in many fields of endeavour. 

The phonograph. or Gramophone, has changed drastically 
since its invention in 1877. From recordings on wax cylinders to 
records that revolved at varying rpms - such as 78, 45, or 33-1/3 -
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then on cassette tapes and finally to compact discs in usc today. 
One of the most popular means of communication today is 

television. Some of its components aren't really new since the 
first commercial cathode ray tube was introduced in 1897. It was 
linked to "electric vision" in 1907 and first introduced publicly at 
a demonstration in 1926 

As in other communication devices, there have been 
phenomenal changes in design and use. Businesses, schools, 
hospitals and other organizations often use "closed circuit" TV 
for teaching and training. In sports television is used to broadcast 
competition and also as a training tool. 

The fax machine is a great benefit to communications. 
Primarily a business tool, it has made its way into the fanning 
industry. Fax, is short for facsimile and operates by transmitting 
documents by telephone or radio. The use of this time and 
money-saving device has grown immensely over the 20 or so 
years since the technology was developed for general use. 

One of the greatest innovative wonders of this century is the 
computer. The computer, according to the dictionary definition, 
is an electronic machine for the high speed performance of 
mathematical and logical operations or the processing of large 
masses of coded infonnation. 

The Rosser history book was compiled on computer. Each 
page was "typed" into the computer and transferred onto diskette 
for transfer to the publisher. This method is obviously superior to 
the type and re-type methods used in the past. An even faster 
transmission could have been by way of modem; however, the 
committee's computer was not equipped with that technology. 

THE NEWS 

Newspapers have always been an important part in the 
development of this municipality. They were a link with the 
events of the world and the pioneers subscribed to numerous 
papers for enjoyment and education. 

William Coldwell and William Buckingham, both 
experienced reporters in Toronto, came via St. Paul, Minnesota 
to the Red River in 1859. The two set up business in a shack near 
Water Avenue and Main Street in Winnipeg. Their first edition of 
the Nor'Wester, available December 28, 1859, was the first 
newspaper published in the northwest. 

Their accomplishment must have been very satisfying as they 
had purchased paper and much of the printing equipment in St. 
Paul then transported it north over the Crow Wing Trail by Red 
River Cart. It took them from September 28 to November 1, 1859 
to reach Winnipeg. The journey was filled with challenge from 
the very beginning as one team of oxen ran away scattering their 
purchases over the streets of St. Paul. 

The Daily Free Press first published in 1874. It became the 
Manitoba Daily Free Press in 1876 and the Winnipeg Free Press 
in 1890. The Manitoba Sun was a daily paper which appeared 
from 1886 to 1887. In 1887 it became The Sun and was finally 
sold to the Manitoba Daily Free Press in 1890. 

The Daily Tribune commenced publishing on January 28, 
1890 and continued to give competition to the Winnipeg Free 
Press until August 27, 1980. 

Rosser Ripples Column 
A column called Rosser Ripples, containing items of local 

interest, appeared in the Winnipeg Tribune in the early 1890's. It 
was written by William Coldwell, one of the principals in the 
Nor'wester in 1859. He was stepfather to Margaret Ross James, 
who frequently visited Maple Grove and later lived in the RM of 
Rosser before moving to British Columbia. 



William Coldlt'e1ltaken in 1901 

The Rosser Women's Institute published a history book in 
1971 and selected the name Rosser Ripples, from the Winnipeg 
Tribune column as the title for the book. 

Community News 
In 1882 the Stonewall News and Rockwood Country Adviser 

was published by Frederick 1. York. In 1891 the printing plant 
was purchased by Ira Stratton who was well-known in schools in 
unorganized districts as the Official Trustee. 

For the past century The Stonewall Argus and Teulon Times 
has been published: first by Ira Stratton and his brother, John; 
then Joseph Saundry and his nephew, W.G. Saundry; followed 
by Mervin Farmer who built a network of community 
newspapers into Interlake Publishing Limited. He recently sold 
the corporation to a major multi-interest organization, Quebecor 
Group Inc. 

The Argus incorporates news from many of the surrounding 
communities in a special community news section. Local 
correspondents may send in news items of particular interest to 
their own community. Correspondents for Rosser, in recent 
years, have been Florence Wedge, Merle Dennis, Laurie 
Potovsky-Beachell, Dolores "Dolly" Dennis. 

Both Grosse Isle and Rosser community clubs distribute 
monthly newsletters to advise local residents of upcoming events 
in their communities. 

Monthly Publications 
The Scoop Shovel, published monthly from 1924 to 1931. 

became the forerunner of the Manitoba Cooperator. The 
Cooperator is now published weekly and is mainly of interest to 
the agricultural community. The Manitoba Grain Growers 
Association was established in 1928 and has evolved into a 
magazine, Country Guide. 

RURAL TELEPHONE SERVICE 

According to a letter dated January 28, 1971, received by Mrs. 
L. Bergey of the Rosser Women's Institute, the first Manitoba 
Government Telephones exchange began operation in Rosser in 
1910. That was the year the organization purchased a telephone 
system which had been installed and owned by Bell Telephone 
Company. The 1911 directory for Rosser listed Mrs. G .M. 
Harper as Agent. There were 32 telephone listings which 

included the Municipality of Rosser office; the postmaster, Percy 
Beachell; and the general merchant. E.E. Price. Although 
telephone service had come to Rosser as early as 1905, service 
did not really expand until 1911 when additional rural lines were 
added. More lines were added again in 1914 and extensions to 

those lines were made in 1915. 
Telephones reached Meadows in 1917. Service was through 

the Rosser exchange and those who lived on the south side of the 
railroad tracks were the first to get service. In 1926 a pay phone 
was installed in the store at Meadows for public use. An 
interesting comment on telephone service was made by Victor 
Hagborg, in Meadows Centennial 1990, when he related that in 
the 1920's if you were willing to install the poles supplied by the 
company yourself you were given two years free service. 

By 1926 there were 71 listings for Rosser in what had become 
the Manitoba Telephone System directory: Wilfrid Bonin was 
listed as the Agent and service had been amalgamated with the 
Stonewall exchange. Among the many farm listings there were 
telephones for the Canadian Pacific Railway station at Rosser, 
the F.A. Corbett Oil Warehouse, Francis Ltd. (R. Minorgan) 
General Store, Grosse Isle School No. 1975, Lobb Land Co., A. 
Merrett - Blacksmith, Municipality of Rosser office, N.M. 
Paterson grain elevator at Meadows, and the Rosser Women's 
Institute at Westfield School. 

By 1970 all telephone service a mile west of the principal 
meridian had been transferred to the Warren exchange. This, of 
course, included all of Meadows. Today, as technology 
improves, private lines and direct dialing have become 
commonplace in Rosser. There are a variety of additional 
services available to most subscribers. 

Exchange boundaries have made for expensive telephone 
communication between neighbours. Residents in the eastern part 
of the municipality have always been on the Winnipeg exchange. 
For years neighbours - often no further away than a mile or so -
have had to pay long-distance charges to talk to each other by 
telephone. Although this situation has been partially remedied by 
the availability of extended calling service it is considered an 
"add-on" for rural telephone subscribers. 

HYDRO ELECTRIC POWER 

I remember one winter when I was about 10 years old. We 
had a lighting plant in the basement run by an old Lister gasoline 
engine. It was a terribly stormy night just before Valentine's Day 
and Joy and I were making valentines with Mother helping. We 
started getting headaches and that is all I remember. My cousin 
Jack, who was living with us, noticed we were all getting sick 
and rang the bell for Charlie - a system that we had to call the 
men for meals - just before he passed out too. Charlie came in 
and we were all laying unconscious on the floor. As he came in 
the house, he could smell exhaust from the engine so he opened 
all the doors and windows then called Mrs. Burns, a neighbour 
and also Secretary Treasurer of the Municipality. She came over 
and helped look after us until Dad got home. He had been in 
Winnipeg and came home on the eleven o'clock train. Something 
that I think is so strange is that at the dinner he was attending 
there was a woman reading tea leaves. She told him that his 
family was very sick. When he got home he found that to be true. 
I guess if Charlie had not been working for us at the time, I 
would not be here to tell the story. 

- Alan Beachell 

In 1942 a letter went from then-Premier John Bracken to Dr. 
Emerson P. Schmidt of the University of Minnesota regarding 
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the terms of reference for a Manitoba Electrification Enquiry 
Commission. Dr. Schmidt was subsequently appointed as 
chairman of that Commission. The letter contained the following 
observation by Premier Bracken: 

..... The rural hydro electric system of Manitoba has been in 
existence for more than twenty years and has been actively 
extended during the last ten years. There are. however. still only 
some five hundred farmers. out of a total of some fifty-nine 
thousand, who have found it possible to use this service. It is 
clear, therefore, that much still remains to be done to extend to 
the farms of Manitoba a service which will not only make them 
more productive by providing facilities for the diversification of 
agriculture, but will lessen the physical drudgery now borne by 
farm women and make farm life more attractive to young 
people ... " 

The rural electrification program has received credit in other 
sections of this book as being the turning point for the 
modernization of fanTI operations. It is interesting to look back at 
the comments on that subject in both the Meadows Centennial 
1970 and The Grosse Isle Story. 

Reprinted/im}/ Meadows Centennial 1970: 
Hydro electricity came to Meadows in 1950. Be/f)re this, many 

families operated their own lighting plants, either gasoline motor 
or windmill powered. How happy el'el),one was when the poles 
were put in and the wire was stl'/lng - and what a strain on the 
household 1)l{(lget this was, as people could now hare enough 
power to operate all the appliances they could afford' In 1970, it 
is so pleasant to look out at night and sec all the neighhours 
lights /Jrightly shinning. No more, the dark lonesome nights ()F 

Manitoba Power Commission 

IT Is unllkely that even the 
most !ar·vlsloned member ot 

the Munitoba Legislature back 
In March, 1919, could have tore· 
sc-cn the tremendous develop
ment within the next lhree·41hd· 
a·hal! decades 01 the Manlloba 
Power Commission. which tlrst 
came Inlo being at that time 
with the passing 01 the Elec· 
trlcal Power Transmission AcL 

1l Is under5tandable. The 
Power Commission prlm!l.rUy 
was established to provide pow· 
cr, not to farms, but to Provo 
IncIal centres outside the Great
er Winnipeg area. The Lcglsla· 
tu're realized that power would 
be required It Industry and 
local enterprises throughout 
the province were to ilourlsh. 

It was decided that the Power 
Commission should sell b u I k 
power to each district, and the 
districts themselves would be 
responsible for Its dlstrlbutlort 
With this system dedded u'Ji
on, the CommIssion got oU to 
an cnergellc slart, but the v'lol· 
cnce o! nature: anll financial 
trcubic slowed down Us expan· 
sIan. . 

First application 
for power 

The first application ,for pow. 
er came from Portage la 
Prairie and on Aug. 4. 1919, just 
[!ve months alter the Commls· 
sion was ~qtabllshed: construe· 
tion on tllQ lIne from the Com· 
misslon's t~rmlnal station on' 
Scotland Avenue to Portage la 
Prairie began. In November, 
when the contractor re~used to 
continue becausc severe weath· 
er conditions added to his costs. 
the Commission Itsel! organized 

The 
a construction gang and set to 
work. 

By mld·March oC 1920, the 
line \I,'as almost completed 
when a sleet storm. acc:ompan· 
ied by high winds, damaged the 
steel foundations a! the towers 
and part a! the line was blown 
down. From that lime on. can· 
crete rather than steel !ootlngs 
were used to support the gal
vanized steel towers. The Hne 
was completed thaI summer 
and on thc night oC August 17, 
1920 Cull \,oltage oC 66.000 volts 
was applied to It. 

That same year, provisional 
contracts for the supply of elec· 
trlcal energy in bulk were en· 
tered Into with Carman, Mord· 
en and Roland Municipality. 
Virden and MlnnC'dosa had 
made application for Service. 

)JU! a.5 It was not consJd'ered 
economically feasible to run 
transmission lines from Par. 
tage la Prairie to these points. 
In view of the small load to be 
carrier!. the Commission erect· 
ed Isolated plants of a se[l'\\' 
diesel type In the!e towns. 
These were P\lt into operatioo 
In MarCh, 1921. 

DOMINION Day 01 t hat 
year proved dlsas trou", ~o 

the Wlnnlpeg·Portage line when 
2\> mllC$ lalled to withstand a 
wind of cyclonic proportioIUl. 
Service Was interrupted for a 
week until temporary wooden 
~tandards were erected. 

In 1922, .ervlce Wa5 extended. 
to Oakville and Elm Creek,' and 
again that year the Portage lIne 
Was severely damaged by a 
storm. 

the pioneers. 

Reprinted/i'om The Grosse Isle Story: 
Rural electrij'ication' That was a drealll for many \'ears. 

During the mid-40's the Manitoha Governlllent, IInder 'P;'emier 
D.L. Camphell, went ahead with the scheme. Electricity was 
supplied cheaper to Manito/Ja residents than it was to the j)eople 
oj' other western IHol'inces. It quickly spread all Ol'er the 
prOl'incefor the cost was not too 17 III ch for most people. 

In Grosse Isle district, the eastern part ()j'the district got the 
power turned on June 21, 1949; the western section oj'the area, 
a year later. The/irst day the power was on, agents were doing a 
roaring /JIIsiness peddling appliances/i'om door to door. 

It was like lil'ing in another world to h(ll'e the yard all lit up. 
No dirty lamps and lanterns to hother with; how('rer, stores, 
fi'idges and other large appliances were not readily amilahle as 
supplies were still in short supply following the war. 

We hare had electric I)()H'er for O\'er 25 years. It has made 
many changes. Farm pllmping and heating of' water, electric 
crllshers ([nd mixers oj' grain hOl'e he en great la/Jor s(l\'ers. 

Many homes arc now heated by electricity. Electric 
dishwashers, au tom a tic stores, .li·y pans, g ri 11.1' and other 
cOII\'eniences arc now taken for granted. 

Then we hare the color TV. We can sec the finest enter
tainment right in our own hOllies. Yes, electricity has lIIade a 
great change in 0111' lires in the last 25 years. 

Dorsey Station ncar Rosser is the largest conl'erter of 
electricity in the world. It has /Jeen a wonder to engineers fi'OI7l 
the /ell' comers oj'the earth. How lucky we arc in Manitoba to 
have so /7/llch natural power' 

Utility Grows 
Such were the gTowlng pains 

o! the ullJlty, To assist It 1ln· 
ancla!ly, the Government In 
1925 scaled down the system's 
capital liabilities lrom $2,165,· 
000 to $921,000 - tho estimated 
Vatue 01 the utility at that time 
--' and Its lotcrest !rom six to 
five per cent. Part 01 this was 
clulrged to the oopltal surplus 
01 the Government while the 
remainder, including, an operat· 
Ing deC!cit 01 $147,000 wa. plac· 
ed In a "Su~pense" a c c 0 u n t 
which eventually wiis paid oll 
by the Commission. 

T:-tc Commission expanded 
lor the next Jew years, aided 
by stili another polley (1929) 
whereby the Government, out 
01 revenUe received from water 
r·cntals. on the Wl.nnlpeg river, 
advanced ,urns yearly w hie h 
amounted to hal! the Interest 
and hal! the sinking fund on 
capital investment which went 
into construct~n of transmls. 
sion lines and sub-stations, but 
not df5trlbutlon systems wlthln 
electrlfle.r towns. Thls wa.s In 
ellect similar to the 0 n tar I 0 

system. where the province 
paid hall the capital cost 0 I 
transmission lines. 

Reduction 
in rate 

By 1931, with 60 towns and 
vlUages being served, a reduc· 
tion In the bulk energy rate 
was put Into e!!ect. Expansion 
during this period saw power 
llnes reaching to Elkhorn. Vlr.d. 
en, Melita and Mlnlota. A 'leel. 
pyloned ·lIne stretched lrom Por. 
tage to Brandon. where the large 
Canada Gas and ElectrIc ~~tem 

By N, R, D, 

Wa.5 absorbed by the utWty. But 
the depression 'truck with all 
its vrtiousness and revenues 
dwindled as a.rrears mounted. 

To o!!set thl.5, to reduce Its 
overhea.d costs, to inerea.s.c Its 
receipts and to give Ilsel1 more 
Incentive ior load·bulldlng, the 
C<lmmlS5lon began collectlng Its 
own bill, directly lrom the con· 
sumers. Thl' paid olt, lUld by 
1933, despite depressed condl· 
tions, tl-,~ utilIty showed a small 
surplus. Despite a considerable 
increase in total aales, the out. 
standing accounts-unpaid bills 
over sixty days old - totalled 
less than $10,000. 

Three years later, accrued op
erating defJcits ot past years 
were wiped out and the Com· 
mission showed a net Income ot 
$21,000. In 1937 Its lncome ex· 
ceeded $1,000,000 and new la.nn 
rate.5 were establlslied. 

By 1939. the network was 
servIng 140 towns and villages. 
but even though farm accounts 
during- 1938·3£1 had tripled, the 
!lgure stlll stood at a mere 300. 

The Ume had come to com· 
plete the grid, em.bracing the 
1arms it surrounded, and to 
reach out inlo new areas. The 
Question 01 the leasibUity 01 a 
comprehensive farm electl'H1ca. 
Uon program was placed for 
study In the hands 01 a com· 
mltte<, headed by Dr. Emerson 
Sehmldt 01 the University 0 I 
Minnesota. 

The r~commendatJon.s of that 
committee. together with the 
resulting program which h. s 
given Manitoba one of the best 
rural electrWcaUon systems In 
Canad., wllJ be dealt wHh In 
a concluding article. 

ji"OIll flu: Wil/I/ipeg Free Press. May 20. 1953 
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THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY 

BUSINESS IN ROSSER 
reprillledji"o/ll RosSI!!" Ripp!es 

By 1900, Rosser which is approximately 16 miles west (~/ 
Winnipeg and is situated on the main fine ()/ the Canadian 
Pacific Railway, was in an ideal location to build a good rural 
town. It was surrounded with fertile farming land and an 
excellent water supply, so prospects looked good fc)}' a thril'ing 
centre. 

We were FJrtunate at this time in already hm'ing a general 
store, post office, grain elel'ator, hlacksmith shop, lil'ery barn, 
school, CPR station. 

By 1905, the Rosser Hotel or boarding house was Imilt and 
the Municipal Hall housed the Municipal Office on the main 
floor ... we had an implement dealer and in 1907 the Bell 
Telephone had set up a telephone exchange. As the population 
grew and fanning prospered, the business expanded to support 
another small grocery store, home bank, oil agents, milk 
tran.~/er. general trucking and a gravel and sand company. 
Business in Rosser was carried on in much the same manner as 
in anv other small rural town ... 

A -blacksmith shop was a necessity in the early days 'when 
horses and mules were so plentifit! and needed to he shod. 
Plough shares also had to be sharpened, wagon wheels set, and 
other implements to he repaired. 

Mr. Valentine Mitchell. .. was our first hlacksmith. His shop 
was located on the first lot west 0/ the Ed Price residence on the 
main street ... 

A hranch of the Home Bank was established in the EE. Price 
General Store in 1919. Mr. John Duckett was the manager, 
assisted hy Mr. Bill Jensen. After the disastrous fire in 1922 
when Mr. Price's store was burned, the bank was /7/01'('(1 to the 
WesUield School, which was now \'Cleated. A/tel' a short duration 
it closed its doors in 1923 ... 

Mr. Sandy Frain Imilt the Rosser Hotel in 1905. It was often 
ceilled the Boarding House and was much in demand in the early 
days. A number 0/ years later a poolroom was added and, for a 
short period (Il time. a harher chair was installed in the hotel 
with the harhers, Carl McFee and Hemsley Stoutenherg, heing 
l'ery popular. 

Proprietors Ol'er the years were: Mr. and Mrs. H. Hansen, 
Mr. and Mrs. McDonald, Mr. and Mrs. Bernard, Mr. and Mrs. 
W. Bonin, Mr. and Mrs. A. Turnhull ... 

Mr. and Mrs. W.T. Leslie bought the business in 
1935 ... discontinued the hoarding house and started a 
C01!/ectionel), and a grocery store in the poolroom ... in 1950 Mr. 
Charlie Harrold andfamily took o\'er the husiness .. . 

During the years there were sel'eral conFectionery stores or 
ice cream parlors, as they were often called, at different 
locations andfor short periods. Mr. and Mrs. F.A. Corhett had a 
confectionery in 1920 and 1921 in Wes(/ield School which was 
not in use at that time. The ice cream was shipped out ./i"om 
Winnipeg by train twice a week and was certainly a treat F)}' the 
entire comlllllnity .. ./n 1922 Mr. and Mrs. Roche Bailey had lil'ing 
quarters in the Preshyterian Church building which had heen 
\'CIeant for some time. They also had a small con/ectionerv for 
a/Jout a year ... Mr. Leslie and Mr. Harrold each had a 
cOl?/eetionery in the Boarding Housefor a short time ... 

Beginning in the early 1900' s there were a number 0/ 
implement dealers. In 1902 Mr. Percy Beachell had McCormick 
Deering and later the International Harl'ester Agency ... Mr. A. 

Thiessen was the John Deere dealer ... 
Around 1910 Mr. F.A. Corhett was the prst dealer in tractor 

.filel .. ./mperial Oil products .. .the husiness was taken (}\'er hy his 
son, Norman, who serl'('(l it faith/illly till 1948. The agency was 
then handled bv Mr. Alan Beachell .. .till 1953 when the company 
changed the l~cal territory ... Orton Bergey was the dealer for 
Prairie City Oil and, later, North Star Oil ... F.A. Mulligan was 
the British American Oil dealer .. .A. Turnhull was the dealer for 
Canadian Oil Fir 26 years ... All Green purchased the business 
after O. Bergey passed away in 1947 and changed the agency to 
Radio Oil. .. 

In the thirties, Mr. Bert Beachell started up a repair shop on 
the.fem1Z SW 5-12-1 E. .. 

MEADOWS BUSINESS COMMUNITY 
r('prilllcdji"o/ll IV/c(/dml"S C('IIlCllllill! 1970 

The first store was opened at Meadows in 1922 hy Mr. 
Kroeker. This was welcomed hy all the residents as they 
prel'iously had to tr(/\'el to Rosser or Marquette for groceries. 
Mr. Kroeker ran the store until 1940. It carried a line of 
groceries, dry goods alld small hardH'are. In 194(), Jim Moore 
hought the store hut only operated itfor one year. He sold to Mr. 
Dowler in 1941. Mr. Dowler ran the IJ/lsiness until 1949. At this 
time, Jim Rothwell and Art Carlson hOllght the store, with Mr. 
Rothwell as the manager. In 1962 Mr. Rothwell hccall/e the sole 
owner. Hej(l/Ind it necessary to close the store in 1967 as it was 
no longer prof/tahle; due to the declining population and the 
proximitv to Winnipeg. there was less Imsiness. We hal'e gone 
.filiI circle at Meadows and are hack to huying groceries at 
Rosser, Marquette and Warren. Mr. Rothwell and hisj(1l7lily still 
lil'e at Meadows. Mr. Rothwell now works in Winnipeg. 

There are two agents at MeadoH's who are in husiness. Mr. 
Victor Haghorg was the authori:ed agent for the Portage Mlltual 
Insurance Company and has acted as such/clI' a numher oj"years. 

Mr. Norman Harris has heen the dealer for Elephant Brand 
Fertifi:ers since 1962. The husiness steadily grew and Mr. 
HaITis found it necessary to huy six fertilizer spreaders F"' the 
use (IF his customers. I-It; retired in 1983. 

In 1969 Laurent Lecoq Fm7led the Aable Roof/ng Company. 
His company speciali:es in shingling root:, hut he also docs 
general repair work. The l'olume (If" husiness has been so great 
that he ./Inds it necessary to hire local help. He runs his /msiness 
fi'om his home. 

MEADOWS CONSUMERS CO-OPERATIVE LIMITED 

The story ol the Meadows Co-op is short since, due to the 
small memhership, it was unsuccess/ill. At the April meeting (if" 
the MFA Local it was decided that (Ill application be nwdejclI' ([ 
Charter for a Consllmers Local. As a result, the Charter w([S 
granted in May, 1946 with the PrOl'isional Board made up of 
John Heuring, Henrv Steel'es, John Hoas, Andrew Kirk, Norman 
Harris, John Jacklin, and Victor Hag!Jorg. The organi:ational 
meeting was held May 28, 1946 and V. Haghorg, A. Kirk. S. 
Bais, V. Johnson, C. Hughes. H. Steel'es, and J. Heuring were 
elected Directors. II. Haghorg was elected Manager and 
Secretary-Treasurer: S. Bais, the Presidellf; and H. Steel'es, the 
Vice-President. It was hoped that the Co-oJ) would be ahle to 
compete success/iilly. Stock was made up mostly oFfeeds, 
hardware and a small line of groceries. An old granary 
belonging to Mr. Hunter was mOl'ed to Meadows and placed on 
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the east side (If'Meadows road near the school. At ./i'rst the store 
was open Tllesday and Friday (.~fjernoons ./i'om two to fi\'e 
o'clock. Storekeepin~ dllties were done mostlv bv Victor 
Ha~borf! and were 1'01;lIIteer and lIIllJaid. Later A,;dv 'Haol)()r a 

l u • ("'l l") 

ojfered his sen ices on the same basis to keep the store on 
Tllesday and Friday evenings ji'om eight to ten 0' clock. On .lilly 
29, 1949 it was decided by the shareholders that steps he taken 
by the management to liqllidate the assets of the store and to 
dissoll'e the Meadows Consllmers Co-operative Limited. This 
step ended the short I(f'e of'the Co-op. It mllst he pointed Ollt that 
the faililre was dlle neither to lack of interest nor poor 
management bllt only dlle to the small memhership and 
correspondingly small hllsiness. 

MEADOWS TRADING COMPANY LIMITED 

When YOII consider the tight money sifllation dllring the 
thirries YOll will not he sllrprised to learn of the Meadows 
Trading Company Limited, registered .lilly 16, 1937. It all started 
Ollt when dissatisfaction grew among the farmers as {() the price 
they had to pay for farm jilels. They found Ollt that (f they formed 
a company they cOllld get cheaper jilel and a good line (d' credit. 
It appears that Mr. Ander and Mr. Carlson were instrumental in 
gerring the organization started. In the Certificate of 
Registration, it is stated that the capital stock (If the Company he 
$20,000 di\'ided into 2,000 shares of $10 each. The Provisional 
Directors named in the docllment were Victor Carlson, John 
Heuring, and Eric Ander. These three men were then elected as 
permanent directors by the shareholders. Mr. Carlson was 
elected President; Mr. Heuring, Vice-President; and Mr. Ander, 
Secretary-Treasurer. After this election took place in .lilly of the 
same year, applications for shares were made hy the following 
originalmemhers: Harry Haghorg, Victor Hagborg, T. Jacklin, 
J. Jacklin, P. Kroeker, and A. Kirk. Directors elected were V 
Carlson, J. Heuring, E. Ander, V Hagborg, and J. Jacklin. John 
Hellring, V Carlson and J. LeClerc acted as Company Agents 
and provided outlets f'or the fuels. Nearlv even vear the 
Company was able to iH1Y a si:r percent di\,'idend ~)}; paid up 
shares and some years there was also a rejillld (If one cent per 
gallon paid to customer memhers. All hllsiness was done with 
Canadian Oil. 

In 1945 the shareholders decided to discontinue and suspend 
the sale of the shares in the Company because some memhers 
were thinking ahout estahlishing a Co-Operative Company. Also, 
in 1945, Canadian Oil was interviewed regarding building a 
service station at MeadoH's, hut nothing developed. Business 
went along as usual until 1953 when, at a shareholders meeting 
held in Novemher, it was decided to take steps to wind lip the 
affairs of the Meadows Trading Company Limited as soon as 
possihle and to distrihute the net assets among the shareholders. 
Part of the reason for dissolution, it has heen said, were the 
demands of the oil company in regarding to the Trading 
Company putting in their own large storage tanks and making 
their own delil'eries. It was agreed hy the memhers that this step 
was too expensil'e for the' amount (!f business conducted. It is 
noteworthy that Mr. V. Carlson sened as President (if the 
Company during the entire life ()f the Company. Also Mr. V 
Haghorg sen'ed as Secretary-Treasurer ./i'om 1940 when Mr. 
Ander retired due to ill health. Fine examples of commllnity 
involvement for present generations! 
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MEADOWS CREDIT UNION SOCIETY LIMITED 

The people at Mead()'y\'s hare always been noted for their 
willingness and ahilit), to work together. When their desire to 
help each other Ollt is considered, it is not surprising that the 
community has a local Credit Union. It all began in the winrer of 
1945 H'hen Mr. II. Haghorg and Mr. B. Hughes travelled to 
Starhuck to attend an annllal Credit Union meeting there. Mr. 
Haddelllnd was inl'ited to come to a commllnity meeting at 
Meadows to discuss the formation of a Credit Union at 
Meadows. On March 12, 1945, the following named residents of 
Meadows made application for Letters of' Patent of Incorporation 
of Meadows Credit Union Society Limited: \I. Haghorg, H. 
Mason, A. Carlson, N. Harris, R. Riege, A. Kirk, J-!. Haghorg, R. 
Blair, V Johnson and J. H(ws. 

On May 23,1945, a charter was granted hringing inro heing 
the Meadows Credit Union Society Limited. The Provisional 
Directors were: A. Carlson, N. Harris, R. Riege, J-!. Haghorg, R. 
Blair, \I. Johnson and J. Hoas. 

The Provincial Board, with V Haghorg as Treasllrer called a 
general meeting on .lilly 4, 1945 in the Meadows Communitv 
Hall. There were 28 shareholders present. The purpose of t';e 
meeting was to elect permanent directors, a credit committee, 
supelTisory committee and officers. As a result, the following 
shareholders were elected: Directors-V Johnson, A. Carlson, R. 
Blair, A. Haghorg, J. H(ws, N. Harris and J-!. Haghorg; Credit 
Committee-Mrs. Hunter, N. Harris and J. Hoas; Supenisory 
Committee-H. Haghorg, S. Bais, and J. Jacklin; President-V 
Johnson, Vice-President-A. Carlson, and Manager and 
Secretary-Treasurer-V Haghorg. 

The ./i'rst year of operation, there were insl(fficient jilllds to 
pay interest to depositors or dividends on shares. Loans were 
insured with Cuna Mutual Insurance Societ\'. 

In 1952, shares were hought in the Co-operatil'e Credit 
Society of Manitoha as well as coverage of Lzfe Savings 
Insurance on saving accollnts with Cuna Mutual Insurance. 

Jack Jacklin was elected Presidentfi'om 1958-1966,f(llIowed 
hy Andrew Kirk until 1968. 

Victor Haghorg was Secretary-Treasurer and Manger until 
1966. The shareholders are greatly indehted to him as he 
receil'ed very little remuneration except gratitllde. 

A Credit Uilion Supen'isor visits annllally to alldit hooks, gil'e 
advice regarding prohlems and to make suggestions for 
manageme n t. 

Meadows is one of the smallest Credit Unions in Manitoha. In 
spite of its size it has he en ahle to prOl'ide service to its memhers 
to the utmost (if its facilities. The lending interest rate has 
remained /rrw in comparison with other lending institlltions. The 
share dividend has steadily increased throughol!t the years. The 
assets h(.[\'e heen increasing since 1945 when there were 28 
memhers to the present with 45 memhers. Manv loans have been 
made during the 25 years (If operation. Ar' present Mllrray 
McLeod is President, Carl Boonstra, Vice-Presidenr, and Mrs. 
Edith Johnson is the Mana~er and Secretan-Treasllrer. The 
presenr shareholders and hO~ToH'ers are inde~d indehted to the 
fOllnders of'the Meadows Credit Union. 

With the present farming crisis and money shortage, the 
Credit Union is serving the community H'ell. 

In 1972 it was agreed to close the Credit Union. The 
remaining funds, $986, were turned over to the Meadows 
Community Club. 



Charlie Fraser, last /JIacksmith ill 
Grosse Isle, {(lkell at his home ill 19-10 

GROSSE ISLE 
BLACKSMITH SHOP 

When A,J. Lobb pur
chased the general store and 
post office from the Charles 
brothers, he expanded the 
business by adding a black
smith shop and a small home 
adjacent to the store. 

William McCrimmon, the 
first blacksmith, was kept 
busy shoeing horses and 
doing farm repairs. 

A new store was built in 
1917 across from the railway 
station and the blacksmith 
shop and home moved to the 
new location. 

The McCrimmon family 
moved to Warren in 1922. 
Arthur Mernett carried on the 
business until 1933. In 1933 
Charlie Fraser and family 
moved to Grosse Isle from 
Ekhart. He was the last black
smith in Grosse Isle. He died 
in 1952. 

GROSSE ISLE OIL BUSINESS 

The local store carried drums of kerosene and gasoline. These 
were shipped out by train and settlers bought small amounts prior 
to 1920. In the early 1920's tractors were becoming more 
common so A.J. Lobb built a shed near the elevator large enough 
to hold one and one-half carloads of drums. Gasoline, kerosene 
and distillate were then shipped by the carload, stored in the large 
shed and transferred to the store as needed. Bert Allen delivered 
drums of fuel to farmers with a horse and democrat. 

On June I, 1935 Herbert F. Tyler began the oil business 
known as Direct Oil Service at his home on SE 6-13-1 E. Later he 
purchased a large truck and brought fuel from the wholesaler in 
Brandon. He built a warehouse at the corner of the fourth base 
line and the railway on NE 31-12-1 E in 1945 and moved the 
business to that location. 

In 1946 Mr. and Mrs. Joe McCelland purchased the business 
from Mr. Tyler. The business was known as The Spot and 
included a snack bar and filling station. Joe gave up the oil 
business in 1954 when he started to work for the Department of 
Highways. Gasoline is still sold from the pump at the general 
store for recreational vehicles and cars. 

Direct Oil de!il'£'I), truck alld \\'are/lOu,I'e, Grosse Isle, 1936 

OIL EXPLORATION IN THE LILYFIELD 
DISTRICT 

"~In the l'ery early /920's the late James Speers oj' Winnipeg 
headed a grollp ()j'l)[{siness men in financing the search for oil in 
the Lily/ield conl/nllnity, As a resliit ()j' their enthllsiasm and a 
conl'iction that oil cOlild he discOl'ered, an oil drilling rig was 
erected on the S£ /14 oj' 29-12-2£ heing the property oH'ned hy 
the late Mr. Rohert Bell. An exploratory hore (hole) was drilled 
in excess ()j' 700 feet, at which point solid granite formation was 
encollntered. Undallnted hy this sethack. Mr. Speers and 
associates had the oil derrick dismantled and mOl'ed to a nell' 
site 011 the S£ 114 oj' 20-/2-2£ where Mrs. A.£, Gray nol\' 
resides. 

The second phase oj' exploration VI'ork was carried Ollt hy a 
crew oj' diamond drilling experts ji-om the United States, who 
contracted to sink a test hole hy horing throllgh solid granite 
with a diamond hit, The theory pllt forward hy geologists was 
that the rock formation was an Ol'er-Iay or she(j' ()j' granite and 
when this was penetrated (hope./itlly) deposits oj' crude oil might 
he ./c)l{nd. After drilling to a depth oj' approximately 2700 feet in 
solid granite the experts had to concede that theon' amI fact are 
otten times widely di\'Orced, 

Certainly the incident callsed a great deal o( interest in the 
c017l171unity at the time and milch speclilation ahollt hoI\' wealthy 
the residents would hecome when 'She Blew'." 

reprinted/i'om Rosser Ripples 

Oil drillillg rig, Lily!i"'d. 1920's 

Further detai Is on the saga came from newspaper reports 
which Norm Gorman referred to in a letter to Bert Comrie 
written in October. 1984: 

"Stony MOllntain Gas and Oil Company. 505 and 507 A l'enlle 
Block, Winnipeg. From the Free Press Fehruary I I. 1922, 
'tender called/cn' the erectioll oj'a standard oil drilling rig; Jllne 
17,1922 -Stony MOllntain Gas & Oil Co .. incorporated 
NOl'emher 23. 1921. (~/ter petitioners formed the company, 
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Directors took Ol'er, many/i"Ol71 the USA ... ' 'The crew drilling for 
oil had arril'ed hy June 17, 1922 Fom EI Dorado, Texas, the 
operation oj' getting ready took ahow two weeks' .. .then, ./i'om a 
report dated July 19, 'gas found at 365 feet in oil test H'ell drilled 
at Stonv Mountain on Saturday ... The company has equipment to 
drill to' a depth oj'4500 feet and is confident oil H'ill he struck 
hej'ore this depth is reached' ... finally, on September 20, 'the 
remoml oj'the oil drill ji'om 29 12 2E to NE J7 12 2E' (this is a 
high spot, 800 foot elevation. Rosser Ripples states it was moved 
to SE 1/2 of20 12 2E and drilled to a depth of 2700 feet.) 

'They were supposed to drill three holes and for years I saw 
the derrick on the west side of the Winnipeg-Lilyfield highway 
but never did find the section number where the third hole was 
drilled, Then, on August, 1925 I read about the first shivaree (no 
names mentioned, but I suppose it was one of the Stewarts) ever 
reported in the Argus: ' ... when the hridegroom sat up in hed at 
the noise, it sounded as ij'the Lilyfidd oil derrick had fallen on 
Matt Johnson's gall'{lni:ed implement shed on NW 9 12 2E.' 
That's where the third hole was located!" 

THE QUARRY VILLAGE 1898-1905 
reprill/edji'oll/ Rosser Ripples 

On either side ()/, the road allmmnce hetween sections 34-1 1-
2E and 27-1 1-2E in the cast side oj'the RM ()/, Rosser arc the 
remains ()j'two quarries. Here, at the turn ()/, the century was the 
site ()/, a l'il/age and thril'ing industry, which operated for 7 
vears, /i'om 1898 to 1905. 
. Acc"ording to the records ()f the Citv oj' Winnipeg Engineering 
Department. "The 80 acres ()/'property sitllated in Rosser,F)r the 
Little Stonv Mountain Quar/'\', was purchased in 1896/i'om Lord 
Strathcon;l, under the dire(:tion ()j' Colonel H. N. Ruttan, City 
Engineer at that time. It produced c/'llshed stone which was 
delil'ered to improvement pr()jects on Winnipeg streets at a cost 
()j' $1.30 per cuhic yard. Thefirst Superintendent oj' Quarries for 
the City ()/' Winnipeg was Mr. c.P. Kelpin, who in 1898 hegan 
the operation of'the Little Stony Mountain Quarry which was the 
first municipal/y oH'ned quarry on this continent. In 1905, the 
present location at Stony Mountain was estahlished and the 
original plant in Rosser was dismantled, H'ith el'ery tim her 
nlllJlhered and then re-assemhled at the nel\' location in Stony 
Mountain. The entire plant was mOl'ed that winter over the snow, 
hI' horses and sleds." 
. To maintain this industry during its 7 years of' operation at 

Little Stonv Mountain were many employees, 164 recorded in 
Nm'eml7CI.'()f' 1904. Together H'ith their families most ()f'them 
lil'ed in and around the site oj'the quarries. According to the 
memory oj' J.L. MacWilliam, there was located in this village 2 
hlacksl7lith shops, a post oflice, a store operated hy Mr. L.P. 
Brault, a dance hall heliCl'ed to he among the first hal/s /milt 
north ol Winnipeg. Miss Ford's hoarding house, a nlll71her o{ 
dwellin:!!,s, a pool hall and a hootlegger' The numher oj'school 
age children pro\'ed to he too manv for nearhy Little Mountain 
School to handle, so the 0)'erf70w, at the suggestion oj'Mr. W. 
MacWilliam, were taught in the dance hall in the quarry \'illage. 
Classes H'ere held on the stage ()j'the hall. James MacWilliam 
attended here, coming/i'om hisfamilyfarm ahow one mile north. 
He recalled that there were ahout 25 children enrolled. 

Some lahourers, coming for summer employment, heing short 
ofjilllds and unahle to pay hoard, excamted into the hanks of'the 
quarry strippings, shored up their tIInnels with tics horrowed 
fi'om the railroad, and lil'ed in these meagre shelters. 
. A spur line railroad track to haul the stone was constructed, 
running ./i'om Ilear the present Moore siding. northeast adjacent 
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to the road alloH'ance past Little Mountain 5;chool on 3/4 0/ a 
mile to the quarry. In the spring, the stony hed of'this track, long 
since lifted can he clearly sec across the slll71merfallow/ields. 

Now, on the hill hetween the 2 remaining cx('({\'{{tions, no sign 
remains oj'this IInincorporated l'illage vl'llich had its own mavor, 
where a hllsy indllstry had heen and where many rollicking good 
times were spent in the old dance hall, hy the residents o{ the 
l'illage and the district. 

The excal'Cltion north ()j'the road allowance is owned partly 
hy the RM of Rosser. The excavation south of the road 
allowance, known as the Egan Pit, recently hecame the property 
()l Metro Winnipeg. During the depressioll oj'the 1930's the 
Municipal Pit was /nought hack into operation hy the 
municipality. The work was dil'ided among the residents ()j'the 
area, to gil'e employment. 

An original survey of Rosser. completed in 1871, shows a 
quarry mark as in operation in the SW corner of Section 34-1 1-
2E. 

Surveyor's Handbook 535 notes: "A rocky or stony ridge 
traverses this township from North to South. It is shown on the 
plan in section 27 and 34. I have no doubt of its being the same 
formation as that in township 12 - section 21 and 28 - and 
extends south to the Assiniboine River near St. James Church. 
Land to the west of the ridge is high and more gravelly; to the 
east, lower and more alluvial. Stone is quarried on the SW corner 
in 34-11-2E and brought to Winnipeg for building, it is a greyish 
limestone." 

A glimpse into some early government decision-making was 
reported by the Man i toba Free Press on Jan uary I I. 1873, 
"Persons settled on Stony Mountain will not be sustained in 
holding homesteads. The authorities hold that the Mountain, 
being a limestone quarry, comes under the head of mineral lands 
and is therefore reserved from settlement." According to the 
report, that area was to be surveyed into small 5 to 20-acreage 
lots and sold "by public competition." On February I st the 
federal government decided to put the Stony Mountain Quarries 
on the public market by public sale in 10-acre lots at the upset 
price of $1.00 per acre. The early settlers of 1870 - James Isbister 
and Neil and Duncan Livingstone - thus lost the acreage they had 
filed on. 

This stone was quarried from the west side of the ridge and no 
name given as to who owned or quarried the stone. The whole 
section was owned by George Stephen, A Nimmons was listed as 
owner of W 27 -11-2E and section 9-11-2E was the farm of the 
Honourable James McKay. with house and barn on property, 

Egan Pit was located in Little Mountain Park on NE 27-11-
2E. It was originally owned by William Nimmons who came 
from England in 1869 and settled on the west half of 27-11-2E. 

On August 3, 1875. the Manitoba Free Press reported that "it 
was proposed to gravel the streets of Winnipeg. Mr. Nimmons of 
Little Stony Mountain can supply gravel." In 1877 the newpaper 
reported that Mr. Nimmons had offered to build a tramway to 
Winnipeg for delivery of his gravel. On January 25, 1881, again 
from the Free Press: "Mr. Nimmons sold his farm at Little Stony 
Mountain, 320 acres for $56.000. It lies three miles from city 
limits, including 40 acres of stone quarry, 20 acres of sand and 
gravel. W. Brydon and Peter Robinson, purchasers." Speculation 
is that the business did not survive the collapse of the Winnipeg 
boom in 1886 because it was then referred to as the Egan Pit. 
Egan was contractor of the first stretch of the Winnipeg and 
Hudson Bay Railroad in 1886, which was called "Sutherland's 
Forty". His family still owned the property in 1898 when the City 
of Winnipeg built its railway across to get to the city quarry at 
the S 1/2 of SW 1/4 of 34-2E. 



WILLIAMS QUARRY COMPANY LIMITED 
hy Jilll ([lid Florcllcc Willii/IIIS 

Joseph Williams, the originator of the Williams Quarry was 
born on June I, 1832 at Morse Mitchell Dean, Gloucester, 
England. He died on April IS, 1909 in Winnipeg. He is buried at 
the St. John's Cathedral Cemetery. 

On January 24, 1872, he married Cecilia Mary E. Parker at 
Hemmingford, Quebec. She was born December 4, 1844 at 
Philiadelphia Pennsylvania, USA. She died April lO, 1927. 

Joseph Williams was a stonemason by trade. He owned and 
operated lime kilns in the Stonewall quarry in the late 1870's and 
well in the 1880's. He built a bridge and the roundhouse at 
Selkirk and the culverts for the railroad at La Riviere. Prior to 
this he built the Victoria bridge on the St. Lawrence River. 

Joseph and Cecilia had four children: Harriet A.E., born 
January II, 1873 at Hemmingford, Quebec. Addington H.G., 
born April 27, 1877 - who died by accident at the Williams 
Quarry at Lilyfield on November I, 1902; Reginald J.c. born on 
July 8, 1880 and Alfred N., my father, born on April IS, 1882. 
Both these boys were born at East Selkirk. 

Alfred married Anne Riggall on June 7,1907 at Lilyfield with 
the Reverend James Lawrence, Presbyterian minister of Lilyfield 
officiating. Anne was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Riggall, Sr. They had three children: Neville R., born January 12, 
1908, died November 28, 1988; H.C. (Dolly), born at Williams 
Quarry on January II, 1909. It was minus 60 degrees Fahrenheit 
the day Dolly was born - the coldest on record. A. James was 
born on September 8, 1916. The family were living at the Quarry 
at the time as Alfred was managing the operation there. 

Williallls Quarry at LiM/cld 
Slalidillg hchilld carl: AIIIIC Williallls (RiggI/II). /-Iarriel Williallls alld AII' 
Williallls . 

The Williams Quarry property, E 1/2 of SW 28-12-2E, was 
owned by Joseph Williams. The stone in the quarry was suitable 
for bridge masonry, footings, crushed stone for concrete and lime 
and rubble. While Williams Quarry did not take out a patent for 
incorporation until July 2, 1904, they have been in operation for 
quite some time. The earliest correspondence relating to the 
quarry is August 14, 1896. The letter is from the Hudson Bay 
Company in regard to a right-of-way spur track on NW 28-12-
2E, the Riggall farm. There is another letter dated December 28, 
1904 from W.G. Styles, Secretary-Treasurer of the Rural 
Municipality of Rosser granting permission to cross the road 
allowances between sections to enable the spur track to reach the 
CP rail going from Winnipeg to Stony Mountain, Stonewall, etc. 

Williallls Quarry. SW 28-12-2£. Li/.v/icld dislricl cas I orBcI Acrcs Col/'Coursc 

Crusher at Williallls Quarry 
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When the rail line was finally completed, horses were used to 
pull the loaded flat cars from the quarry, 

With the ever-growing popularity of cement, the demand for 
limestone gradually diminished to almost nothing, leaving its 
operation unprofitable. The quarry finally closed down around 
1912. 

Much of the machinery was there until World War II when it 
was removed for scrap to help the war effort. The buildings 
remained standing until the Winnipeg Supply Co. moved in 
several years later to re-open the pit and set up a gravel crusher. 

In a copy of minutes of a meeting of the Williams Quarry 
Directors on February 27, 1906 there is a motion to approach the 
telephone company to have a phone line installed and that is why 
the Lilyfield district is on the Winnipeg exchange. 

In the early 1920's Grace Lanceley, the youngest daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Riggall, her husband Charles and daughter 
Margaret lived at the quarry for awhile. I, Jim Williams, visited 
with Aunt Grace and Uncle Charley for a week or so when I was 
six or seven years old. 

A&M SOIL SERVICE (1975) LTD. 
GROSSE ISLE, MANITOBA 

This private Manitoba company operates a successful farm 
supply business approximately one mile southeast of Grosse Isle 
on No, 6 Highway. A&M Soil purchased the business in 
October, 1989, from Jack and Peggy Elder of Grosse Isle who 
had operated the business under the name of Adlak Fertilizer Ltd 
since 1976. 

A&M Soil Service was started by Harry McKnight and Ken 
August in 1968 at Carman, Manitoba after introducing anhydrous 
ammonia the year before to the province. In 1975, A&M Soil 
was purchased by Bud and Ross McKnight from their parents. 
They are the current owners. 

A&M Soil's head office is in Carman with branch plants at 
Grosse Isle, Miami, Morden, Manitou, Notre Dame de Lourdes 
and MacGregor. At Grosse Isle the following products and 
services are offered to the RM of Rosser's producers: fertilizer, 
crop protection products, seed, feed, soil sampling, custom 
application of liquids and a new innovation, the "spoke wheel 
injector", which "nests" fertilizer in the soil by means of spoke 
wheels on a tool bar. 

A&M Soil is proud to be a part of the RM of Rosser business 
community. It is also pleased to be able to serve the many fine 
producers in the area. 
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ADLAK FERTILIZER LTD. 
hr .lac/; and Peggr Elder 

Jack and Peggy Elder, with Dale and Pat Gould, started Adlak 
Fertilizer in 1976 with sales and application of liquid fertilizer. In 
1977, the Goulds separated from Adlak to open their own 
business in the Teulon-Gunton area. 

The business was run from the Elders' home in the RM of 
Woodlands for 10 years. In 1986 it was moved to SE 32-12-1 E 
along Highway No.6 in the RM of Rosser. Over the years Adlak 
grew to include the sale of herbicides, granular fertilizer, animal 
feed and miscellaneous farm supplies. 

In 1989, after 14 stress-filled years, the Elders sold their 
successful venture to A&M Soil Service of Cannan. 

Aerial l'ie)\' olAdlai: Ferrili:er 

BARALA KENNELS 

Barala Kennels was established in 1972 by Mr. A. Baratt. The 
kennel was purchased by the Gerrior family in 1989. Barala 
Kennel is a family owned and operated boarding facility for cats 
md dogs. We.are equipped with a modern facility, which has 65 
ndoor/outdoor runs that are heated and air conditioned. The staff 

includes: Stewart Gerrior Senior, Sally Gerrior, Stewart Junior 
and Karen. The kennel is located three miles north of the 
Assiniboia Downs and a quarter of a mile west in the rural 
municipality of Rosser. 

Barala Kennels, 1990 



BEL ACRES GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 

The Bel Acres Golf and Country Club is located in the 
Lilyfield district on the SE 29-12-2E in the RM of Rosser. The 
course is one of the longest and most challenging in Manitoba. It 
is a source of enjoyment to many people and will continue to be 
in the future. 

The Club was originally formed by a group of people headed 
by Harvey Lipkin of Harv-Al Sportswear Ltd., Winnipeg. The 
property was purchased from Walter Bell in 1960, hence the 
name Bel Acres. The location is quite historic. Old trails that ran 
from Stonewall, Stony Mountain and other points north, joined 
on this quarter section and carried on across-country to 
Winnipeg. Evidence of these trails are still visible in some areas 
around the course. 

Bel Acres Goif' & Coulltr\" Cluh. 1987 

Construction of the course began on the first nine holes in 
1962 in preparation for the 1963 golf season. The remaining nine 
holes of the eighteen-hole course were ready for the opening of 
the 1964 golfing season. Originally, the house on the property 
was to be the Club House; however, it was later decided that a 
new clubhouse was needed and, in August, 1964, construction 
was completed. The house then became the residence of the golf 
pro for the next number of years. It is now the home of one of the 
co-owners of the course. During the early years, it operated as a 
private club. Today, however, the course and clubhouse are open 
to the public as well. 

Over the years there have been many changes, renovations 
and improvements, both inside and out. Originally, the clubhouse 
sported a veranda along the west side of the building. This has 
since been incorporated into the dining room. In 1991 the roof 
had to be replaced. While this was being done, a whole new 
section was also added. The clubhouse facilities are now able to 
accommodate larger banquets and other activities. 

Much has been done in landscaping the clubhouse grounds as 
well as the course. Many different kinds of trees and flowers 
have been incorporated into the natural scenery. Literally 
thousands of trees have been planted over the years and more are 
planted each year. There have also been six water hazards added 
to the course, the most picturesque being the fountain at the third 
hole near the clubhouse. Players can also enjoy the novelty of a 
drink from the old-fashioned hand pump - still in operating 
condition - which delivers ice cold, crystal clear water from the 
well. 

At the beginning of the 1980 golf season, Wray Taylor leased 
the course and after a successful season he, with three friends as 
partners, purchased it. Later Debbie Morrison, of StonewalL 
bought a share in the course. In 1987 she and Wray Taylor 
bought out the other three partners. 

Bel Acres retains a staff of approximately 30 to 35 people 
when it is in operation from early spring to late autumn. The 
Club President is Wray Taylor; Club Manager is Debbie 
(Morrison) Woywitka; Course Superintendent is Douglas Taylor 
and the Golf Pro is David Rhodes. 

Bel Acres GolF & COUlllrv Cluh. 19'J2 

B-M DRILLING 

Pilillgs/i)J)i)f{lldariollsjilr houses. garages. hams olld siglls hol'l' heell drilled hv 
B-M Drillillg sillce 1'J68 \l'hell Bill alld lv/orge MOIlc/llIlell!.:o sWrled \l'ith a 1'J55 
Model Drill rig. Expallsioll hegall ill earnest ill 1'J72 lI'heli Larrv. their eldest 
SOli. started lI'or!.: 'I'ith the COlilpaliV right after graduatioll. ;\/1 of the 
MOllclllIlell!':o hovs i.'\'ellllwlly joilled the/lllIlilv husilless. Kell's lI'ili', SUSOII, also 
lI'orks ill the otfice. A/ier 1'J77 a lIell' hOllle, otfice olld shop "'ere Imilt lI'here 
Fred alld ./COII Mulligoll had prn'iouslv oll'lIed a shop alld old gral'el srock pile. 
Thc rigs, SCCII ahm'e, sti!1 opemte/i'olll thar IJroperl\,. 
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DOWLER'S GENERAL STORE 
/Jr Trudie Dowler 

Dowler's slore, Marquel/e, 11011' hUIlt! pUII/I,,'d gas /Jolt'sers 

Dowler's store was built around 1912 to establish a Massey 
Harris Agency. The front 24 feet were heated as a parts and 
display room; while the rear, with just mud floors, was used as a 
machine shed. Mr. McMahon and E.E. Dowler set up a 
partnership and added a lumber yard and general store. The 
business was known as Marquette Trading, the same name used 
later by Bailey-Sims in their store operation. After only a short 
while Mr. McMahon decided to withdraw from active 
participation and E.E. Dowler had other interests so the business 
was closed during World War I. 

DOII'Ier's Slore, Marquel/e, 1959 

In 1921 the Americans arrived in Marquette; the Crouch 
Brothers purchased large tracts of land. They also purchased the 
Dowler Store building and put down flooring in the machine 
shed area. After the Crouch brothers left Marquette the store 
returned to E.E. Dowler but the building remained vacant until H. 
Bailey rented it while he rebuilt his own store which had burned 
down in 1924. The William McRae's lived in the rear because 
they had lost their living quarters when the bank had burned 
down. 

In 1932 the partitions at the rear of the building were removed 
and the space converted into a hall. Dances and the annual 
Christmas Concert were held here. Local talent who played for 
those dances were: Archie Bayer, Archie Pattenaude. Lil and Bob 
Howe. Ken and Evelyn Dowler. Aime Monette. Eva LaChance 
and Lorraine Spencer. 

In June, 1936 Ken Dowler opened a general store in the front 
of the building but the rear part was still used as a hall where 
dances were held every two weeks. City musicians were hired. 
Del Genthon and his Grain BeItel'S were very popular. The hall 
was expanded and the dances continued in the summer months 
for about three years until interest began to wane. The Athletic 
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Club still used it for activities and the Christmas Concert was 
still held there. In 1944 the store area was enlarged and. in 1952, 
other modifications took place to accommodate the post office. 
In 1979 a building was purchased and moved on to the property 
immediately west of the original general store. By October. 1980 
business was being conducted from the new building and 
continues to the time of this writing. 

Dowler's lIelt' store ulld POSI ollice /Juildillg, 1980 

GROSSE ISLE GENERAL STORES 

Country stores played a vital role in the community. The 
proprietors endeavoured to stock the shelves with necessary 
items for their customers and, if an article was not available. 
would purchase other supplies when they were requested. A 
barter system was in place in the early days; cord wood and farm 
produce was exchanged for food. feed, coal oil, gasoline and dry 
goods. 

The local store has al ways been more than just a place to 
purchase supplies and get the mail. It has been a place to meet 
with neighbours as well as pick up necessities. This socializing 
has continued over the years and today neighbours still meet for a 
cup of coffee and a visit at the Grosse Isle General Store. 

FirSI Grosse Isle Store imill ill 191IJ Grosse Isle Store, 19-15 

The following is a list of merchants, the approximate dates 
they were in business and their locations. 

1910-1913 Charles Brothers: East of the CNR and south of 
the fourth base road. on NE 31-12-1 E. 



1913-1917 
1917-1928 

1928-1944 

1944-1948 

1948 

1950 

1956 

1962-1973 
1973-1978 

1978-1979 
1979 

1986 

1989 

1991 

A.J. Lobb: same location as above. 
A.J. Lobb built a new store opposite the CNR 
station. 1. MacKenzie, G. Thrasher, 1. 
Matheson, T. Matchett, C. Wright and C. 
McCormick were employed, consecutively, as 
clerks. 
Ben Geddes ran the store after A.J. Lobb 
passed away, Ben was his brother-in-law. Ben 
was assisted by Mrs. Bessie Woodham. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Cheetham operated Jack's 
United Store at the same location. 
Herb Tyler bought and rented the store to H. 
Rundle, C. MacTier, 1. McCelland in 
succession. 
J. McCelland bought the store. In 1954 it 
burned down and was immediately replaced by 
a new store at the same location. 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Carter built a new store 
south of the fourth base road and west of the 
railway on NE 31-12-IE. 
Mrs. B. Carter, same location. 
Mr. and Mrs. E. Munn operated E & E Store at 
that location. 
Mr. Lyle Munn: same location. 
Lyle and 1.1. Munn built a new store, Food 
Town, 
Lolita Polvarosa and Joyce Yasallo did 
business as L & J. 
Mr. and Mrs. Terry McDonald operated the 
store as the Grosse Isle General Store. 
Mike and Gerry's is owned by Omer Ouellette: 
same location. 

Grosse Isle Store. 1970 

THE HITCH'N POST 
hy Ed ;ll/dersol/ 

After working as a plumber in Winnipeg for 32 years, 
though it was time for a change. I also farmed 360 acres of 
cropland which I took over from my parents in 1962. 

In the fall of 1983 Arlene Kaiser, who is my right hand in this 
venture, was working as a dining room manager at Assiniboia 
Downs. She came home with an idea given to her by Ken 
Haldane, group sales manager at the race track, "Was there a 
market out there for an attraction providing barbecues on a real 
family farm?" 

After several meetings and over many coffees, we all decided 
it was a good idea. We approached the federal government and 
were informed we were eligible for a small grant. We then in turn 
approached the RM of Rosser for their permission to start this 
new attraction in Manitoba. As we had received permission from 
our neighbours and a grant from Tourism Canada. the 
municipality voted in favour of our project. 

Now reality set in! We sure had our work cut out for us! With 
family and apprentice Fred Desjardins we started the initial clean 
up of the yard and buildings which had accumulated over 30 
years of plumbing supplies, nuts, bolts and anything else I 
thought I might one day use. We started out with the original 
machine shed. Also, we renovated the "chicken coop" into a 
museum/gift shop. This was completed by the summer of 1984. 

In the winter of 1983-1984 I travelled to Calgary with Gerry 
Desjardins to look at the stampede barbecue. Upon our return I 
contacted my friend. Fred Miller. of Mechanical Welding and we 
came up with a totally new design for a large barbecue using 
strictly briquettes as fuel and on a rotating spit. Meanwhile, 
Arlene was working on menus and planning the kitchen. 

In the early summer of 1984 we expanded the machine shed to 
seat 300. Our first function was October 14, 1984 with 300 
people out from the Egg Producers. Janet Huber was then in 
charge of the kitchen and Ken Haldane, manager of group sales. 
We only had a few functions that year but we were getting 
inquires for 1985. 

In actuality, 1985 was our first real year of operation. And 
what a learning year it was for all of us! This was the first time 
the Prairie Dog Central (complete with hold up riders) 
transported our guests out from the city. That year we put 
through 3,200 people from April to December. We have 
continually increased our numbers each year since. and in 1991 
we put through 13,500. 

IlIIerior l'ie\\" The Hitch' 1/ Posr, Grosse Isle 

In 1986 we successfully applied for our dining room liquor 
licence. Prior to that time an occasional liquor permit had to be 
taken out by the hosting group. Also in that year CBC's 
Breakaway filmed a segment on us and later Ray St. Germaine 
taped one of his shows at our place. All of these factors 
combined with "word of mouth" for our greatest form of 
advertising. Slowly we were being discovered. 

In 1988 we started our final addition with the help of all the 
crew at A&A Concrete. Without Alf and the boys we would 
never have completed the addition. Our electrician, Jack Mariner, 
kept shaking his head every time we expanded. We told him 
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we'd put his kids through college. We finished the addition 
including extra washrooms and kitchen facilities by 1989. We 
were now licensed for 600 with washroom facilities for up to 
1,000. For groups over 600 we rented tents. Dave Nelson of 
Nelson Industries has been our supplier over the years and he 
was always there with a helping hand, although we don't call as 
often as we used to. 

Our largest group to date was May of 1991. We had over 950 
people out for a national conference. What a night! With the help 
of all our workers, family, friends and neighbours it was a huge 
success. Now that we've done it, we are looking forward to 
breaking 1,000. 

Most of our clients consist of conventions, weddings, 
corporate functions, fundraisers, bus tours, birthdays, 
anniversaries, picnics, family reunions, etc. We get a lot of repeat 
customers and some of our favourites are the German soldiers 
from Shilo. The boys come in on Sun Ice Tours from Shilo every 
third weekend starting in May and going through October. They 
end up at our place on Sunday afternoon for dinner before 
returning to base. They are always polite and a fun group 
although sometimes language is a bit of a problem. They often 
use our on-ground facilities to play volleyball, baseball, horse 
shoes and Belgian bowling. We usually have soccer balls 
available for them as well. 

Our sales manager, Judy Abbott, can arrange transportation 
and any form of entertainment from an old-tyme fiddler to a live 
seven-piece band. We have had cloggers, square dancers, 
comedians, clowns, and magicians entertain guests in the past. 
We basically provide whatever entertainment a client requests. 

Upon closing, I cannot stress strongly enough that the 
importance of any business success is due mainly to the hard 
work and dedication of all its employees. It is at this time I would 
like to thank all past and present staff. Many have started out as 
high school part-time workers and gone on to their chosen 
careers but they still come back for a most welcome visit. 

Thanks to (in alphabetical order): Keitha Arbuckle, Gord 
Betteridge, Geordie Bond, Derek Bond, Heather and Robin 
Brotherstone, Lorraine Byrnes, Marcel Carignon, Gordie Corbett, 
Little "Joe" Ann Corman, Ev and Gord Corrigal, Fred and 
Carolyn Desjardins, Gerry Desjardins, Tom and Priscilla Duly, 
the entire Fisher family; Dave, Joan, Kim, Scott, Darren and 
Lisa, Andrea Findlay, Chris "Larry" Hofer, Janet Hagen, Janet 
and Leslie Huber, Shelley Hayden, Lawrence Hunter, Ken 
Haldane, Monica K wasnitza, Shana Lillebo, Dave Maloney, 
Corey Nichol, the entire Palmer family, Brian, Bernice, Lori, 
Michael and Sacha Rusaw, Leanne and Grant Palmer. Andrea 
Savioe and Kerry Wedge. 

We would also like to thank Arlene's family - Peggy, Jacqui 
and Andrea - and all of my children - Shannon, Paula, Wendy, 
Pam and Kyle - for all their help. I would like to end with a 
special thanks to my parents, Roy and Gertrude, without their 
love and support none of this would have been made possible. 

INSURANCE 
hy llie Ridgeways 

The insurance agency in the Grosse Isle area has been in con
tinuous operation since 1917. The founder of the agency was 
Samuel John Walker who started offering coverage for the 
Portage la Prairie Mutual Insurance Company from his farm on 
21-12-1 E. He continued in operation at this location until 1949 
when his son, Frank J, Walker, took over the business after his 
death. 
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In 1953 Frank Walker moved the agency to his residence in 
Grosse Isle and continued in operation at that location until his 
death in 1966. Mrs. Walker then operated the agency until 1967 
when it was purchased by John H. Ridgeway who moved it to his 
residence on 33-12-1 E where it is still located. 

With changes in government policy, an Autopac outlet was 
added in 1972 and driver's licence renewals in 1975. The most 
recent change occurred in 1986 when the agency was incorpo
rated as a general insurance brokerage in the name of Ridgeway 
Insurance Agency Inc. It is operated by John H. Ridgeway, 
William J. Ridgeway and Norma A. Ridgeway. 

K. M. FURNITURE 
hy KellllVforrisoll 

About 20 years ago my wife, Helen, wanted a new coffee 
table and I decided to build her one. From that day on I have 
never stopped building furniture; what started out as a hobby 
became a small business. I soon realized that wood was costing 
too much but to buy material at wholesale prices I would need a 
provincial tax number. This meant a business permit and also that 
I would have to charge tax on everything I made. My 
woodworking business was not to be a money making business, 
but it satisfies my love of working with wood. The material I use 
in furniture is always the best I can buy. 

Through the years, I have purchased a number of 
woodworking tools and with my shop being in our basement, it 
makes for very small quarters to work in. A few years ago I was 
asked to build a trophy cabinet for the Manitoba Curling 
Association's Hall of Fame. Maybe some of the curlers have seen 
it as it is moved from one rink to another in Winnipeg during the 
curling season. That was a project I felt pretty good about being 
asked to build. It was a big project for our basement, but I was 
really proud of the finished project. 

Gralldfallier clock crealed h\" Kelll H. Morrisoll. K.M. 
FUrl/ifIlre . 



My prize projects. though, have to be the four Grandfather 
clocks I built with just a snapshot for reference. The only time I 
have ever used a pattern or blue print was for four roll top oak 
desks that I built. I sold one and each of our three children has 
one in their home. A lot of my woodwork. especially spoon 
racks, can be found in homes from Sidney. British Columbia to 
London, Ontario. 

People on holidays often see some of my woodwork in homes 
around here locally and order something for themselves. 
Vancouver has been a very good source of customers for me. 

My son, Jack, and I teach woodwork to 4-H boys. They have 
made some very nice articles which they can be very proud of. 
Helen and I have donated a good many projects to different clubs 
in the country and Winnipeg and also a good many things just for 
the price of the material to build them. 

Through the years I have had a lot of pleasure working with 
wood in my small workshop. How much longer will I be doing 
it? It is hard to tell. As I tell my wife, I'll have to keep going until 
I am 115 because I won't catch up on all I would like to do until 
then but, at 82 years of age, I don't think my legs will last 
another 30 years! 

LAWRENCE INSURANCE AGENCY IN ROSSER 
1906 - 1991 
hy Alice La)\'rellce 

A short item in the Winnipeg Free Press in 1905 tells of the 
"Manse" at Lilyfield being destroyed by fire. This was the home 
of Lyle Lawrence, which had become known as the "Manse" 
because his father, Reverend James Lawrence and wife Margaret, 
lived with him in his home on 4-12-2E in the RM of Rosser. The 
Reverend James Lawrence ministered to the people of the 
surrounding district for the Presbyterian Church of Canada. 

It was the loss of his home by fire that prompted Lyle 
Lawrence to join the Portage La Prairie Farmer's Mutual 
Insurance Company soon after his own experience. The company 
had changed its name to "The Portage La Prairie Mutual 
Insurance Co." in 1930 and is still known by that name. In 1890 
there were three agents; by the late 1980's the number has 
increased to over 650 agents. 

In the early years of the century, Lyle Lawrence made his 
insurance calls riding in a horse-drawn buggy or sleigh or on 
horseback. He crossed prairie fields or travelled on trails and 
roads where they existed. Business was often conducted in the 
comfort of kitchen stoves and with the light of coal oil or 
gasoline lamps. When the work was finished there was always 
time for a social visit and a cup of tea. Farms were scattered and 
isolated, transportation difficult, so this chance to chat and 
exchange news was very welcome. 

Lanterns burned inflammable fuel to light outbuildings; 
because of the hay and straw in the barns there was always an 
awareness of the danger of fire. Such a fire could mean the total 
loss of the building as well as the animals housed within. There 
was little chance of saving anything because water was hand
pumped. Most of the Lawrence men have been at the scene of a 
barn fire where they could still locate the remains of animals who 
had been in their stalls, unable to escape. 

Through the years there have been claims for the partial or 
total loss by fire of homes or other buildings. Roofs have been 
stripped of shingles or ripped completely off by the force of 
wind. Wind has moved buildings, caused them to lean, or 
destroyed them completely. Hail has pitted roofs and siding and 
has broken windows. Machinery has been damaged by fire and 

by accidents of various kinds. Cattle have died as they huddled 
together along a pasture fence. frightened by the sights and 
sounds of an electrical storm. The cause of death shows in the 
burn streak on the animals' hides, made by a lightening strike. 

Agents were able to give improved services when automobiles 
came into use and roads became passable all year. Telephones 
were installed in most homes in the 1930's and 1940's and 
helped to speed up contact between customers and the agent. In 
the late 1940's, electric power came to Rosser and the use of 
electric equipment began in the home, sheds and barns. 
Electricity replaced open flame lamps and stoves and made life 
safer on the farm. in rural villages and towns. 

The office of the Lawrence Agency was always in the agent's 
home. Calls on customers were made at the customer's 
convenience, never during seeding, haying. harvesting, or at 
milking time for the dairy farmer. An agent. of necessity. kept 
abreast with building and machinery costs and required a 
knowledge of the special equipment and construction used in 
dairy, poultry and hog enterprises. The agent also had to be 
aware of ever-changing costs and insurance rates. 

This Portage La Prairie Insurance Co. Agency, worked by the 
two Lawrence men, carried on its business in Rosser through 
World War I, World War II and through the depression of the 
1930's with its droughts. In 1932-33 wheat prices dropped to 
below 60 cents per bushel. These conditions were reflected in the 
business but, like the farming community it served. the agency 
survived. Policy holders were served in those difficult years as 
they were in the years of prosperity. 

Rosser welcomed the organization and work of the Rosser 
Volunteer Fire Department which has further reduced fire losses 
and given residents support when required. 

Mr. Lawrence served as an agent for the company until his 
death in 1935 at which time his son, Evered Lyle, took over the 
agency. He remained in that capacity until his retirement in 1991. 
Thus the agency was in the family for 85 years. The agency dealt 
with friends and neighbours, endeavouring to meet their needs 
and earn their respect and trust while serving them. 

Leo's Sales & Sel'l'ice Case IH dealership loc(J/ed Oil rhe lIorrh Perilllerer ar 
Srurgeoll Road. March 2.1990 

LEO'S SALES AND SERVICE LTD 

The company was started in 1940 by Leo Grandmont who had 
purchased an existing blacksmith shop in Argyle and, for the 
most part, ran it as a one-man operation. In 1953 a new building 
was built at the west end of town. Between 1953 and 1955 Leo 
acted as a sub-dealer for Case products from Model Garage in 
Stonewall. Leo obtained his own Case franchise in 1955 and 
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went on to become the largest volume Case dealer in Manitoba 
by 1967. The Argyle buildi~g was expanded in 1972 and again in 
1979 to approximately 10.000 square feet. 

In 1985. when Case and International Harvester amalgamated. 
Leo's was granted the franchise. After several dealership closures 
in and aI'o~nd the Winnipeg and the Interlake area. Leo's was 
approached to be the Winnipeg Case IH Dealer. 

Looking to the future. current owners - Gerald, George and 
Philip Grandmont - made a decision to relocate the dealership to 
the north perimeter and purchased property in July, 1989 in the 
RM of Rosser. Their current dealership is located at the corner of 
the Perimeter Highway and Sturgeon Road. It employs 15-20 
people on a year-round basis and derives most of its income from 
the farming communities it has served for the past 52 years. 

MANITOBA HYDRO 

ROSSER: KEY ELEMENT 
IN MANITOBA HYDRO'S NELSON RIVER D.C. 

TRANSMISSION SYSTEM 

MallilOha Hydro Dorser ell/Il'ener 5Wlioll 

Manitoba Hydro's Dorsey Converter Station near Rosser is 
responsible for supplying Manitoba with almost 70 per cent of its 
alternating current (AC) needs. 

The station was built in 1968 on land purchased from the 
family of Alan Beachell. who is currently serving as Reeve in the 
R.M. of Rosser. It occupies approximately 33 hectares of land 
and consists of two main sections, Bipole I and Bipole 2. Dorsey 
Converter Station is named after Professor John Dorsey who 
taught electrical engineering at the University of Manitoba. He 
was well known for his work with high voltage direct current 
(HYDC). 

Power generated by Kettle, Long Spruce and Limestone 
Generating Stations on the Nelson River is converted from AC to 
direct current (DC) at Radisson Converter Station (northern 
terminus of Bipole I) and Henday Converter Station (northern 
terminus of Bipole 2). The HYDC current is then transmitted to 
Dorsey Station via the two bipolar transmission lines which 
follow a route from Gillam, which is about 900 kilometres north 
of Rosser. The term "bipole" refers to the two conductors or 
"poles" on each tower line. At Dorsey. the DC power is 
converted back to AC for distribution to the Manitoba Hydro 230 
000 volt AC transmission system. From Dorsey. the AC also 
feeds the interconnections to Saskatchewan, Ontario and the 
United States. IN total there are eleven 230 000 volt lines which 
leave the 230 kilovolt switchyard at Dorsey. 
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The importance of Manitoba Hydro's HYDC system is 
twofold: power losses over such long distances are considerably 
less when DC transmission is used instead of AC and the cost of 
the DC system is often less than AC transmission. It was the 
development of HYDC technology which enabled Manitoba 
Hydro to proceed with its development of generating stations 
along the Nelson River. Thus you can see what a key role Dorsey 
and the community of Rosser plays in bringing power to 
Manitoba. 

The technology involved in high voltage direct current 
transmission is quite advanced and many people come to Dorsey 
from all over the world to study Manitoba's HVDC system. 

When the Rosser area was connected to the provincial power 
grid in June, 1949, during the Farm Electrification Program. little 
did the people of the community realize what an important role 
Rosser would play in future power development plans. In 1949. 
58 farms in the Rosser area were connected to the electrical 
system. Only 20 years later. electricity from Dorsey station at 
Rosser serves most of Manitoba. as well as providing power for 
Ontario, Saskatchewan and some states in the USA. 

During Rosser's Centennial year. Manitoba Hydro salutes the 
community and is proud to be a part of its continuing growth and 
success. 

Aerial ric\\" Dorsey Comen",. Slalioll 

MERIDIAN SALES AND SERVICE 

In November 1986 Rob Shun\. in his second year of business 
administration, considered starting his own enterprise. Together 
with his father, Art. who had been a diesel instructor at Red 
River Community College since 1960. they started an outdoor 
power equipment sales and service operation called Meridian 
Sales and Service. The name Meridian came from the original 
location which was situated on the prime meridian at SW 6-13-1 E. 

By November 1988 activity increased to the point where they 
had to expand to larger quarters. A location was decided upon at 
Adlak Fertilizer, SE 32-12-1 E. A building was erected and 
business continues from that site. 

Services consist of sales. repairs and rental of most small 
engine powered machines. 

N.M. PATERSON AND SONS LIMITED 
hy.lolill W. Thiessell 

Have you ever wondered how a company actually came into 
existence and how it has developed and expanded? Especially a 
company that has been in existence for 78 years and is still 



owned and operated by descendants of the founder. N.M. 
Paterson and Sons Limited was founded by Norman McLeod 
Paterson in 1908. 

Norman McLeod Paterson was born in 1883 in what is now 
known as the city of Portage La Prairie. By 1898. at age 15. he 
was working for the Lake Manitoba Railroad and Canal 
Company. And by the time he turned 18 he was a station agent 
who had worked for various railroads. including the one which 
was to become the CNR or Canadian National Railway. 

But by 1903 he decided to return to the family home where 
his father was with the Winnipeg Grain Exchange. The next five 
years he spent as an apprentice learning the grain business. In 
1908 he went to Fort William. Ontario (now known as Thunder 
Bay) to open an office as a grain broker. handling odd carloads of 
almost anything that came his way. The grain business. at this 
time, was booming and N.M. Paterson knew he was in the right 
business. 

Mr. Paterson built his first elevator. Elevator K. in 1910. This 
elevator had a 65.000 bushel capacity and initially he bought 
damaged grain from the large elevators which he dried and 
resold. But soon he was purchasing the damp grain directly from 
the prairies. By 1914 he had rented a "hospital" elevator in St. 
Boniface to treat, dry. cure and mix damaged grain. That same 
year he acquired the Royal Elevator Line consisting of 13 
country elevators in south central Saskatchewan and created a 
new company called Interior Elevator Company. He then 
promptly built a second "hospital" elevator called Terminal and 
purchased outright the rented facility in St. Boniface. 

The next decade was spent building the line elevator business 
and, by 1925. N.M. Paterson owned 97 country elevators. In the 
meantime Elevator O. the second "hospital" elevator. had been 
expanded twice to accommodate one million bushels. But he was 
also very quietly edging his way into the steamship business. 

As early as 1915 he had acquired three ships: the D.R. Van 
Allen, the James Donaldson and the Mary Boyce. These were 
used to bring damaged grain from the larger terminal elevators to 
his own. In 1923 he added two vessels from the Canadian 
government·s merchant marine; two more in 1925 and. in 1926. 
he created Paterson Steamships Limited. He then started 
acquiring ships in earnest: II upper lakers and 17 canalers. By 
the end of the 1920's Mr. Paterson had 33 vessels; had created 
Western Engineering, a tug boat and repair service which also 
operates to this day: and had formed Winnipeg Charterers, still 
exclusive agents for N.M. Paterson and Sons Limited. 

Despite a major fire that destroyed Terminal 0 in 1926 which 
he rebuilt in 1927 to the jeers of his colleagues: despite the 
Depression, during which time his steamship company was hard 
hit and the value of grain dropped to eight cents a bushel in 1929 
then to three cents a bushel by 1935-1936, he managed to keep it 
all together. 

On February 9, 1940 Mr. Paterson was appointed to the 
Senate and moved to Ottawa. He was the first Senator from 
northwestern Ontario and certainly the first grain merchant to be 
so honoured. 

World War II took its toll of the Paterson Steamships fleet. 
Twenty of the 33 vessels in his fleet went to war. Seven were 
sunk by enemy action. two went down in gales. and U-boats in 
the Caribbean took two more, a total of II ships were lost and 56 
employees died. 

But following the war and until 1959. Mr. Paterson rebuilt the 
war-worn fleet, adding 26 vessels, mostly Canalers, and in 1953 
two bulk freighters. It was a new generation of vessels and a new 
generation of people too. His sons, Don and John, who had been 
flying in the RCAF had come home to join their father's 

company. In 1950 Paterson Steamships Limited became N.M. 
Paterson and Sons Limited with Don going to Winnipeg to 
manage the grain division and John becoming Vice-President and 
General Manager of the steamship division. 

The opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway in 1959 brought 
with it dramatic changes and a third generation of vessels 
emerged to make full use of the seaway. These ships were bigger. 
more modern and were bulk carriers as opposed to general cargo 
vessels. This relatively new fleet. in service today. can handle a 
wide variety of commodities from grain to ore to salt. and travels 
the waters from Thunder Bay to the Caribbean to overseas. 

Today many of the smaller ships have been retired and nine 
ships, which are named after cities and provinces of Canada. are 
in use. In ApriL 1985 a new addition to the fleet was made. The 
!'v!. V. Paterson was officially launched on April 18 and is the 
second Paterson ship to carry that name. Her namesake. which 
had been in use for more than 30 years. went out of service in 
1984. The new M. V. Paterson is larger than her namesake and is 
as large as lake shipping regulations allow. It marks the launch of 
a new era for Paterson, an era that uses the latest in technology. 

The grain division, too, has grown and is more modern. In the 
1960's ~Ievators were built in Broadview. Saskatchewan and in 
Manitoba at Boissevain. Pierson and Arborg. In the 1970's high 
through-put elevators were built in Orkney and Carievale. 
Saskatchewan. However. the firm's largest elevator came on 
stream in 1979 at Killarney. Manitoba. 

Today Paterson's elevators are almost evenly divided between 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan. Paterson's retains 75 line elevators 
and 55 stations. This means that there are two elevators at some 
stations. These stations may be managed by only one person or 
as many as four. The company has also begun training their 
employees for computer operations which will be in the elevator 
within the next years. Today. with 55 stations. the approximate 
amount of grain being taken in is 30 million metric tonnes in 
comparison ~to the 20 ~lillion metric tonnes taken in during their 
peak of 100 elevator stations in the late 1920·s. 

John Paterson died in 1981 and Don became President of the 
company. In 1983. Senator Norman McLeod Paterson died at the 
age of 100 with a flourishing company to mark his presence 
across the prairies. Robert J. Paterson and Donald C. Paterson 
have taken over the Vice-President positions of N.M. Paterson 
and Sons Limited and there are no fewer than four direct 
descendants of N.M. Paterson in various management positions. 
Historically a family company, the future appears secure that it 
will remain a family company and continue to serve two vital 
industries: agriculture and transportation. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: Information for this report was 
supplied by Mr. Blake Woods for N .M. Paterson and Sons 
Limited (Winnipeg Office): through newspaper clippings ane! 
various other articles which he has collected. Hugh Buchanan, an 
auent at the time of this writing for N.M. Paterson and Sons 
Limited at Meadows, also pro~ided information and advice 
through personal interviews. 
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PETERBILT 
hr Ed Donrlc/illk 

Ed DanyIchuk and his wife, Marjorie (McDougall) purchased 
the five-acre premises at the corner of Route 90 and Inkster 
Boulevard in 1967. These premises were previously a John Deere 
industrial equipment dealer. They started a bulk farm fuel 
distribution centre and service station. It was first known as 
Purity 99 and then changed to Pacific 66. Their first two 
employees were Emil Lorentz and Ray Lange. 

Three years later a trucking company known as Crossroads 
Transport Ltd. was formed. In 1980, the Peterbilt truck franchise 
was awarded and Peterbilt Manitoba Ltd. emerged. To date this 
location employs 90 people and is a landmark in Rosser 
Municipality. 

Ed and Marge have four children. Their two sons, Bruce and 
Doug, are active in the management of the business. 

PeW'hill Maniloha Ltd. 

R & B TRUCK STORAGE 
hy Dione Bille 

R & B Truck Storage is located on a five-acre parcel of land 
on SE 27-11-2E or 2615 Inkster Boulevard. The business began 
operating in 1976 when Brian Roche and Ben Blue formed a 
partnership. The metal clad building provides heated storage and 
maintenance areas for tenants who rent on a monthly or yearly 
basis. The majority of the renters are truckers and have been 
long-standing clients. 

In 1987 offices were constructed to the front of the original 
structure and the yard site was upgraded to accommodate the 
needs of a new and used trailer sales company. 

ROSSER CONSUMERS CO-OPERATIVE LTD. 
1947-1954 
hy R.T. COli/ric 

An informational meeting was held at Little Mountain School 
on July 16, 1947 to investigate the possibility of establishing a 
local Consumers Co-Operative. Mr. Chase of the Manitoba Co
Operative Wholesale outlined the necessary procedure. After 
considerable discussion a motion was presented to the meeting 
by H.B. Rose, seconded by George Hutton, that we form a 
Consumers Co-Operative. The motion carried. 
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The provisional board consisted of seven members: R.E. 
Ryan, W.A. Oades, R.H. Roche, V. Israel, G. Hutton, R.T. 
Comrie, and H.B. Rose. Others who served on the Board at 
various times were: J. Buckle, C. Childerhose, J.H. Ridgeway, 
A.J. Allen, and L. Bergey. 

The local was known as the Rosser Consumers Co-Operative 
Ltd. and dividends on purchases were paid to non-member 
patrons as well as members. 

Mr. R.E. Ryan was president and R.T. Comrie, secretary from 
July, 1947 to April, 1954; the total term of service to the 
community. Most purchases consisted of fuel oil, distillate, 
gasoline, lubricating oil and grease, binder and baler twine, farm 
supplies, concentrated livestock feed and salt, which were 
acquired from the Manitoba Co-Operative Wholesale. An agency 
contract was signed with Canadian Co-Operative Implements Ltd. 

In 1949 Manitoba Co-Operative Wholesale established a bulk 
oil station in Winnipeg. Delivery was by tank truck equipped 
with a meter that printed a gallonage slip for each delivery made. 
Prior to that time most farm fuel was delivered in 45-gallon 
barrels. Settlement was on a cash basis at time of delivery or by 
prepaid account. 

Early in 1954 the membership expressed the opinion that a 
larger, stronger local could provide additional services. At the 
annual meeting held at Lilyfield Hall on March 10, 1954, the 
following motion was presented by E.R. Russenholt, seconded 
by J.H. Ridgeway, and carried: "That the Annual Meeting hereby 
endorse the recommendation of the Board of Directors and 
approve of the amalgamation of Rosser Consumers Co-Op with 
another local co-operative." All members had the option of 
transferring their equity to Red River Co-Op Supply Ltd., 
Stonewall Consumers Co-Operative or having their total equity 
returned in cash. Rosser Consumers Co-Operative served its 
members well and thus ended another chapter in the development 
of a farm community. 

ROSSER GENERAL STORE 

Henry James Beachell was the first person in Rosser to keep a 
small line of groceries as well as having the post office. He did 
this in 1889 in the Beachell home on SE 7-12-1 E. E.E. Price 
erected a store in 1899 and also kept a livery stable where he sold 
horses and mules as well. The store was destroyed by fire in 
1918. A new one was built but it, too, burned down in 1922. 

Mr. Price did not rebuild but sold the business to Lester 
Francis of Headingley. Mr. Francis rebuilt the store and set up a 
lumber yard. He carried on the business until 1933. It was then 
that Albert Kenny took over the business and built living quarters 
in the back of the store. In those days, there were always a 
checker board and cribbage board sitting on the counter. 
Customers would come for their groceries or mail and stay to 
playa game or two. There were usually four or five men standing 
at the counter playing one game or the other. The Kennys sold 
the store to Mr. and Mrs. Morris Kennedy in 1937. The 
Kennedys sold the store back to Albert Kenny in 1939. 

In 1947 Phil and Toots Moore bought the store and two years 
later sold it to Mr. and Mrs. Chambers who then sold it to Mr. 
and Mrs. Archie Ewing in 195 I. Archie passed away in 1961 but 
his wife, Hazel, and her sister, Grace Watts, kept the store until 
1968. The elevator agent, Gerald Hallick, and his wife, Shirley, 
bought the store and operated it until 1986. 

George and Alice Bourgouin purchased the Rosser General 
Store on October 6, 1986. They have made many good friends 
and customers since they bought it. As with many previous 
owners, they have done considerable renovating and updating 



since they took ownership. Physical changes, however. have not 
made Rosser General Store any less friendly a place to shop. The 
community has been very fortunate in the calibre of those who 
have owned and/or operated the store over the years. All have 
contributed much more to the community than just being friendly 
proprietors. 

Rosser Gcncral Store. Alhert Kcnny. 1933 

RUTHERFORD FARMS 
hy .lack Rlllher/(mi 

Rutherford Farms Ltd., was formed in 1977 with myself as 
President, Lois as Secretary and the family: Larry, Wendy, Jo
Ann, Randy and Rick holding the common shares. 

At present the company owns a section and a quarter. It also 
operates the home farm, a second quarter as well as other parcels 
of rented land. Besides the land which produces various types of 
registered, certified and commercial grains, the company 
operates a modern seed cleaning plant and markets 1,200 hogs 
annually. 

Rlllhcrford Farms Ltd .. Grossc Isle. 1992 

STONEY MOUNTAIN FEEDERS 

Stoney Mountain Feeders Ltd. located at the west half of SW 
27-12-2 began construction of its cattle feeding facility in the late 
summer of 1991. The first cattle arrived in October. 1992. The 
facility is owned and operated by Harvey and his son. Grant 
Dann, with Grant overseeing the daily activities of the operation. 

Born in Melita, Manitoba in 1940, Harvey Dann has enjoyed a 
long career in the cattle industry. In 1965, after a brief job in 
heavy construction and a position at Canada Packers as a Cattle 
Buyer, Harvey accepted a position as Manager of Parkdale Farms 
in West St. Paul. Harvey and his family lived at the farm until 
1982. This gave Grant the opportunity to learn the cattle industry 
first hand. 

Stoney Mountain Feeders Ltd. was designed to raise and 
fatten any type of cattle. The company plans to focus on 
assembling and custom feeding light weight cattle on high energy 
rations. Being in close proximity to the Winnipeg Stockyards 
minimizes transportation costs and reduces stress on the animals. 
As well, the central location of the facility allows cattle to be 
moved in all directions from Manitoba. 

Stoncy Mountain Fccders. 1992 
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Countrr 
vacation~ 
aipotrourri 
of exrerience 

The Holiday Inn they aren '{. 
That's why it's hard to pigeon 

hole one country vacation spot 
f rom another. 

The common thread shared 
by all successful country vaca. 
tion facilities, according to 
Susan Sures, a board director 
with the Manitoba Country 
Vacations Association, is the 
warm hospitality of its hosts. 

"People who host country 
vacations love having people 
around ... 

Sures. along with her husband 
and former Blue Bomber AI 
Miller. run the Six Pines Stables 
in Rosser. They began their 
vacation program in 1988 after 
the prompting of friends who 
loved visiting [heir picturesque 
farm with its menagerie of 
friendly birds and animals. 

The family conducts daily 
tours· for schools and seniors 
and also hosts families in their 
(urn of the century home and 
converted chicken house. 

She said most of their visitors 
are from the city and it's often 
the mothers who are more 
afraid of the animals. But there 
are many parents with farm 
backgrounds who Want their 
children to experience the same. 

"The parents may have had 
grandparents to visit on the 
farm. This gives their children 
an alternative way (0 experience 
farms." said Sures. 

The Manitoba Country Vaca
tions Association was establish· 
cd 20 years ago to coordinate 
and promote the loosely knit 
collection of farm vacation 
facilities in the province. 
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Children love to feed the animals at country vacations. Above Angel Pestowka, Stephanie Surcs and Susan Sures 
feed mil\.; to one of the friendly calves at Six Pines Stables. 

Ph(!to: Agri-Vic\\'s, H{/lTcst Editi(!n, .luir 1992 

SIX PINES STABLES 
h,' Sus{/n Surcs 

Six Pines Stables is north of the Perimeter highway and is 
situated on SE 20-12-2E. This land, was Metis script land during 
the 1800's. In the late 1800's Joseph Cook obtained a patent for 
the land and thus became the first private owner. Subsequently 
the land was bought by Mr. Heber Archibald, a Winnipeg 
barrister. 

In 1913 Thomas Whitehead purchased 480 acres of Mr. 
Archibald's land in the Lilyfield district and by 1914 all the farm 
buildings and a large house were completed. The farm was taken 
over in 1934 by Mr. Whitehead's two sons on a partnership basis. 

In the 1970's a Mr. Sieman from Toronto, Ontario, purchased 
the land on speculation that the city would expand to envelope 
this part of Rosser Municipality. When his hopes didn't 
materialize by the late 1970's, Mr. Sieman sold part of the land 
to a neighbour and the remainder to Mr. Oilman, a prominent 
furniture merchant in Winnipeg. In the 1980's Mr. Oilman found 
himself in financial difficulty and sold his property to A.J. 
Oatway. 

Six Pincs S{(I"'CS, Stllrgcon Ro{/d, 2 112 lIIilcs north or thc Perilllcter 

In 1985 Susan Sures, Al Miller and their family - Rechie, 
Wade, Ashleigh and Stephanie - purchased about five acres of 
the original property from Mr. Oatway. It included the house, in 
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which they now live. and farm buildings erected by Thomas 
Whitehead some 70 years earlier. They are presently members of 
Manitoba Country Vacations Association and each year host 
groups of school children. seniors and families for "farm 
vacations". Their visitors have come from the United States, 
Japan, Sweden, Switzerland, and England as well as other parts 
of Canada. School groups (mostly Kindergarten and Grade I) 
who come to their farm have the opportunity of seeing and 
touching many farm animals for the first time. Most "city folks", 
young and old, have spent very little time in a rural setting and it 
is very rewarding to shed the stress of everyday city life while 
they spend time at Six Pines Stables. 

WINNIPEG LIVESTOCK SALES AUCTION 
MART 

hy Peter Cregory 

Aerial "ic\\' or Winnipcg Li"cst(!ci.: Salcs Auction M{/rt 

The many changes that occurred within the livestock industry 
in Canada during the 1980's, closure of packing houses and a 
shift from rail transportation to truck transportation spelled the 
end of large central livestock markets. The Union Stockyards in 
St. Boniface was no exception. It was not a question of would it 
close, but when. Members of the trade, sales agencies and buyers 
operating at the Union Stockyards, recognized this fact and took 
the necessary steps to organize and plan a new livestock market 
that would offer producers a convenient, modern auction market 
that was centrally located. 

In mid-1987 an arrangement was agreed to by the new group 
and the operators of the Union Stockyards which allowed 
marketing to continue unti I the new auction market could be 
built. An opening date of September 6, 1988 was the objective. 

Winnipeg Livestock Sales was incorporated in late 1987 with 
the following shareholders: Dick Sobey. Armstrong Commission 
Company Limited: Bill Chambers. Canadian Livestock Cattle 
Company: Dr. Ross Major, Weiller and Williams Company 
Limited: Barry Anderson. Weiller and Williams Company 
Limited: Peter Gregory, Burns Bros. (1968) Limited: Jim 
Christie, Mould and Christie: Jim Oldershaw. Oldershaw and 
Couch: Jack McKennitt, McKennitt Livestock: and Bob Birnie, 
McKennitt Livestock. 

Financial arrangements were completed. Plans, suitable for an 
efficient operation and meeting the approval of the Planning 
Commission, environmental group and investors, were drafted 



and tenders were called. An option was obtained on a site on 
Highway 236 just off the perimeter and Highway No.6. This site 
was chosen because of its convenience for producers and for the 
movement of cattle east or west on Highway No. I and to the 
United States markets via Highway No. 75. Our plans were 
presented to the Rosser Council in the fall of 1987. Council 
approved and construction was planned for the spring of 1988. 

In April of 1988 construction began with Bob Garet of North 
Perimeter Construction as general contractor. The new facility 
was completed as planned. The move from the Union Stockyards 
took place and the first sale was held as scheduled on September 
6, 1988. To accommodate an increasing volume of livestock 
being handled, an addition was built in 1990 with the market now 
having a carrying capacity of 3,000 head of cattle. 

Sales are scheduled from Tuesday to Thursday with a special 
feeder sale every Friday. Sheep, lamb and goat sales are held on 
the first and third Thursday of every month. Bred cow sales and 
horse sales are held on special occasions. The facility is open 24 
hours a day, 52 weeks a year. 

The market has received very good support from producers 
with an average yearly handle totalling 85,000 cattle. To date 
over 1,450 individual buyers from across Canada and the United 
States have registered. The convenience of the market can best be 
judged by the support received from producers and buyers. 

The market offers other advantages: the opportunity to shop 
for feed and other necessities at the Feed-Rite sales office; the 
opportunity to purchase veterinary supplies at Weiller and 
Williams offices and to seek veterinary advice; a modern, clean 
restaurant to relax in while waiting for consignments to be sold; 
and viewing facilities to watch consignments being sold. 

Winnipeg Livestock Sales is the only auction market in 
Manitoba to offer to producers and buyers a complete, daily 
marketing service, 

Winnipeg Livestock Sales Allclion Marl. Higllll"Oy 236 

WINNIPEG AUTO AUCTION 

Winnipeg Auto Auction first opened their doors and began 
registering bonded auto dealers from across Canada in 1987. This 
"dealers only" auto auction was initiated by Winnipeg native, 
Michael B. Lawrence. Mr. Lawrence began his auction career in 
1960 when he attended the Reppert College of Auctioneering in 
Decatur, Indiana. He then located in Edmonton, Alberta for 10 
years while he conducted specialized automobile and equipment 
auctions from coast to coast. 

In 1970 Mr. Lawrence became co-owner and operator of 
Vancouver Auto Auction and in 1974 he moved to Montreal to 
become co-owner and manager of Montreal Auto Auction. This 

Winnipeg A 1110 Allclion. Highway No.7 (15-12-2E) 

operation has become the largest of its kind in Canada handling 
1200-1500 cars and trucks every week. 

Since that time nine additional auctions, including Winnipeg, 
have been added to the network. Canadian Auto Stock Exchange 
locations now include: Vancouver, Edmonton, Winnipeg, 
Toronto, Hamilton, Halifax, Moncton, Fredericton and most 
recently Seneca Falls, New York. Collectively this auto auction 
network handles close to 200,000 cars and trucks annually. 

Today Mr. Lawrence is the president of the entire network and 
Gregg Maidment of Cambridge, Ontario is the co-owner, 
manager of the Winnipeg Auto Auction. Under his direction, 
Winnipeg Auto Auction has grown to become central Canada's 
largest and fastest growing auto auction. It employs 80 people 
both full and part-time and serves registered dealers from across 
Canada. 

Winnipeg Auto Auction conducts a regular auction every 
Thursday and handles 350 to 450 cars and trucks every week in 
addition to special auctions on behalf of Canadian manufacturers 
such as Ford Motor Company of Canada Ltd., etc. This is a full 
service auction providing vehicle transport, vehicle 
reconditioning and auction remarketing for the Central-Western 
Canadian market with sister auctions from coast to coast. 
Winnipeg Auto Auction is located on Highway No.7, 15-12-2E, 
in the RM of Rosser. 

WINSAGA POTTERY STUDIO 
/Jy Andrew and LOll Gaskin 
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Winsaga Pottery Studio is located two to three kilometres 
north of the Perimeter Highway on Summit Road between 
Highway No.6 and 7. Andrew and Lou Gaskin began with the 
first year of "Manitoba Christmas Craft Show" in December. 
1979. 

We began as a part-time business but, as the demand grew, we 
both took early retirement to devote all our time to full time 
pottery making. Most of the family participate in the crafting of 
everything from mugs and casseroles to sculptured figures. 
Original crafters were son Michael and wife Marianne; daughter
in-law Kim and son Danny, who is the only one still working 
with our small company. 

Many local people visit our home studio throughout the year 
and particularly at our two large annual open houses in spring 
and fall. 

Lou alld Alldy Caskill at their Studio. Will saga 

WINTER SEEDS 
hy Johll Willter 

I moved to Rosser Rural Municipality in the spring of 1957 
and farmed with an uncle, Jack Froese, who later retired in 1971. 
In 1968 I purchased land from Orval Leslie, part of which was 
located alongside PTH 412, one-half mile south of Meadows. On 
this property a seed plant was built in 1969-70 which was used 
for custom cleaning and selling seed. 

In the late 1970's Winter Seeds started cleaning peas for 
Woodstone Foods Ltd. in Portage La Prairie and continued to do 
so until 1990. As well, Winter Seeds has been selling agricultural 
chemical since 1974. 

I married Bernice Zotzman in 1964. We have three children: 
Tim, Melissa and Stewart. Tim is currently farming with me in 
Meadows. Melissa, who married Ratam Rautenbach in 1988, is 
living in Winnipeg. Stewart is also living in Winnipeg. 

Maill Street Rosser - 1920. 
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VI COMMUNITY SERVICE 

I Community Services 
Health Care 

Smallpox Hospital 
,volunteer Fire Department 

"Crime 
Rural Crime Watch 

II Postal Service 
Post Offices: 

Gord9fl;1~~ 
Grosse lfile 
LilfJ~ield 
Marq~~tte 
Meadows 
Mount Royal 
Rosser 

III . pity Organizations 
Grosse Isle Kinsmen Club 
The Red Cross Society 
Women's Institutes: 

Rosser 
We Remember 

GrQsse Isle 
s"i: Giving Thanks 'no 

Mount Lildon 2,,· . 

Women'f>AuxiliarYf~ the 
Boys' aq~ Girls'Chib 
4-H Club~: 

Rosser 
Me!dows Cii" 

RosS'er Heilfits 
Gros~e Isld';, 
B.its aj1dJ3imleClllb 
Rosser Light Hors~ and Pony 

10'"', 
j;, 
'Z 

ity Club 

Grandma's Chair by She/agh Miller 
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HEALTH CARE 

The Provincial Board of Health was responsible for the 
regulation of health care in the Province and at a meeting in 1897 
made mandatory "the notification of every known case of 
smallpox, diphtheria and scarlet fever shall be immediately given 
to the Health Officer of the Municipality ... the Health Officer 
shall at once upon receiving such notification, have the patient, 
as thoroughly as possible, isolated from all other occupants - or 
shall be removed to a hospital for such cases." 

At a meeting in 1900 adequate protection against the 
importation of infectious diseases, through foreign immigration 
to Manitoba, and protection from southern sources such as 
smallpox, prevalent in North Dakota and Minnesota and other 
northwestern states, was discussed. As a result Municipal and 
Health Officers were sent a circular on the benefits of 
vaccination as protection against smallpox. 

On May 5, 1902 the following regulation was passed: 
I. It is prOl'ided that the PrOl'incial Board ()j' Health, may he 

the Chairman thera>!: or one oj'its Inspectors, take possession oj' 
any land within the limits of the prO\'ince for the purpose oj' 
erecting thereon, by a loail municipality or otherH'ise. suitahle 
/Jllildingsfor the isolation, care and treatment ()j'persons affected 
,I'ith any communicahle disease, or any unoccupied building on 
such land,for such purpose. 

2. Power and authority may he gil'en hy the Board or 
Inspector ()j' any IIll1nicipality to any municipality for erection or 
occupation oj' a building or huildings, .If)r the purpose pro\'ided 
in the prel'ious paragraphs ... Any such - (as aho\'e) - shall he at 
the expense ()j'the loail municipality ... no huilding should he 
nearer than I50 yards to an inhahited /J/Iilding. 

In April, 1916 the Provincial Board of Health passed a 
regulation to "select a sufficient number (of District Health 
Nurses) to meet the present requirements of health administration 
throughout the province ... at salaries not to exceed $75 per month 
and travelling and living expenses while on duty outside their 
respective regular places of domicile." 

Before there were Nursing Stations in Rosser, the District 
Health Nurse lived in Selkirk and covered the Interlake area. At 
that time duties would include school inspections, immunizations 
clinics, etc. 

The Nursing Station and resident Public Health Nurse came 
about because many doctors were signing up to serve in the 
armed services in World War II and it was often difficult to aet 
medical attention when needed. A request by the Ros:er 
Women's Institute to Rosser Council and Provincial Department 
of Health resulted in the arrival of Public Health Nurse Helen 
Patterson in Rosser. She was followed by Phyllis Hammond and 
then Margaret Leslie. 

The nurse worked from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday to 
Friday, and from 9:00 a.m. to I :00 p.m. on Saturday. She was 
expected to spend most weekends in the community and take an 
active part in community life. As well the nurse was on call for 
any emergency that might arise. Her duties included: regular 
inspection of each child in each school in the municipality, with 
notes sent home to each child's parent about any health problems 
encountered followed by a home visit; home visits to ex-TB 
patients, all newborns, pregnant mothers, diabetics and seniors; 
immunization clinics for school and preschool children as well as 
baby and preschool clinics; quarantine for communicable 
disease; emergencies. 

The Nursing Station was a room in the old Municipal 
Building. The RM provided a Model A Ford coupe for the nurse. 
During the winter, when the roads were blocked with snow, the 
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train was the only way to Winnipeg. Then the nurse was 
dependent on transportation around the area by horse and sleigh. 

In July of 1946 the Provincial Department of Health set up~ the 
Health Unit system now in place. The nursing station was closed 
and the resident nurse moved to another location. With the 
Health Unit, the Health Department phased out the emergency 
service for Rosser. Rosser Municipality was served by the Public 
Health nurse from the Stonewall Health Unit Office and this 
continues today. 

The Health Unit, known now as the Interlake Health Advisory 
Board, is one still active in the province. Bi-monthly meetings 
take place with representation from rural municipalities (RM) 
and local district governments (LDG) as well as towns and 
villages in the Interlake, plus three appointees by the Minister of 
Health. Members discuss concerns and information in regard to 
health needs of the Interlake in a forum that can make 
recommendations and advise the provincial government and 
others. The board is kept informed by the Medical Officer and 
the Public Health Nurse, both of whom attend meetings at regular 
intervals. 

A continuing care program was established in the area in 
1974. The purpose was to help elderly people remain in their 
own homes, safely, for as long as possible. It benefits the 
community by providing needed care and also employment for 
local residents. The program incorporates the services of nurses, 
social workers, therapists, homecare and home support workers. 
Manitoba's Continuing Care Program has been recognized 
internationally as one of the best. 

SMALLPOX HOSPITAL 

Due to a smallpox scare in June of 1894, the Rosser Council 
sent notice from the Board of Health to all residents of the 
Municipality informing them that Smallpox vaccinations would 
be held in the area. On July 28, 1894 the Reeve reported meeting 
with Dr. Montgomery, the appointed Medical Health Officer, and 
arranging for vaccinations to be done at $1.00 per head. This fee 
covered the cost of the vaccination, plus travelling expenses 
incurred. 

Early in 1900 there was an outbreak of "Malignant Smallpox" 
. in the Winnipeg General Hospital which resulted in a prolonged 

quarantine of the whole institution. A gentleman travelling from 
Japan to Canada had been brought to the hospital for treatment of 
the disease. Many of those who came into contact with him, 
including several of the train officials, passengers, as well as 
members of the hospital staff, became infected. 

An old building, known as the "Pest House", was quickly 
transformed into an emergency hospital for the treatment of 
Smallpox patients. Three very dedicated nurses volunteered their 
services in the care of these patients. They were Frances Benson, 
Frederica Wilson and Mary Duncan. Miss Benson was the nurse
in-charge. 

Very little information has been found regarding the "Pest 
House" although there was a photo in Dr. Douglas's office of 
Winnipeg's first Smallpox Hospital, a rough, unpainted shack out 
on the prairie. The "Smallpox Hospital" gave way to a better 
building, also long disused, on the Brookside Cemetery site. 

One account of how victims of infectious disease were treated 
in the past comes from an unidentified article's description: 

"Ill the early days, slIch diseases as Smallpox were called 
'Pests' alld hllildings which housed them thlls hecame known as 
'Pest Houses'. To satisfy puhlic opinion in some cities these 
buildings had to he isolated far /i'om human hahitation. They 
were surrounded hy a 'germ proof' wall and when WI amblllance 



took a patient to the 'pest house'. a fireman followed the 
ambulance H'ith a hose to H'ash off the street." 

It is not known when the first Smallpox building came into 
being but it is known that the "Pest House" ceased to function in 
1921. 

One well-known Winnipeg doctor spent six weeks at the "Pest 
House" in 1921. He recalls it was situated near Brookside 
Cemetery, in a great big pasture, out in the middle of the prairie. 
It was owned by the City even though it was situated in Rosser 
Municipality. All of the staff who attended patients had been 
previously vaccinated against Smallpox and were therefore 
immune to the disease. He recalled eating his meals with the 
patients and remembers that occasional visitors came as far as the 
fence surrounding the building. The nearest bus stop was 
approximately one-half mile away, Smallpox patients were cared 
for at this building until October, 1921 when an annex for 
Smallpox patients opened right on the grounds of the Winnipeg 
Municipal Hospital: an epoch-making event! 

RM OF ROSSER VOLUNTEER FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 

Calladiall Imill SlIp('/'ior plllllper Oil a 19R3 CROO Ford Chassis 

On March 10, 1984 the Rosser Volunteer Fire Department 
took delivery of its first fire truck and became an effective fire 
fighting department. Previously, the RM of Rosser had been 
reliant on arrangements with surrounding municipalities for fire 
fighting services. These services were considered inadequate, 
however. because of distance. There was also dissatisfaction with 
the cost of services as well as higher insurance rates for residents 
because of the lack of fire protection, All of these good reasons 
led to establishing a local fire department. 

Carl Simonson of Meadows was asked by Rosser Council to 
be Fire Chief and was authorized to proceed with the 
organization of a volunteer brigade. Twenty-two people 
interested in becoming volunteer fire fighters attended the first 

SlIlallpo.\' hosl'illll, hCII('/' 
kllowlI as Ihc "pI'S! hOllsc" 

meeting. Fire Chief Simonson and Deputy Fire Chief, Les 
Lillebo, were both City of Winnipeg Fire Fighters, an important 
asset to the fledgling Rosser department. In July, 1988 Carl 
Simonson retired and Howard Manchulenko was appointed in his 
place. 

The Rosser Volunteer Fire Department is a well-equipped unit 
which is located in the Public Works Building. The fire hall 
consists of two bays for a pumper and tank truck as well as office 
space and room for equipment storage and personnel training. 
The most important piece of equipment is the fire truck - a 
Canadian-built Superior pumper on a 1983 C-800 Ford chassis. It 
is equipped with a Hale pump capable of pumping 840 gallons 
per minute. The pumper itself has a 750 gallon capacity tank. In 
1985 the tank truck was added. It has a 1500 gallon tank and is 
used to supply water to the pumper when at the scene of a fire. 
The pumper itself is also equipped with a full complement of 
hose as well as hardware and all the other items necessary to 
fight fires, from self-contained breathing apparatus to ventilation 
fans to fire axes. 

PIIIIlP('/' l/'IIck. 1'OIIIIIIccr/irc/iglll('/'s alld CqlliplIlCIII 

Each Rosser fire fighter is equipped with a complete set of 
Turnout Gear. A final and very important piece of equipment 
issued to fire fighters are Fire Reporting and Emergency 
Dispatch (FRED) pocket pagers. Dorsey Hydro Station, which is 
staffed 24 hours a day, is tied into the FRED system and Dorsey 
staff dispatches for the Rosser Fire Department. Pocket pagers 
not only sound the alarm but also provide all information 
available from the caller, such as location, type of fire, lives at 
risk, etc, 

The Rosser Fire Department is a member of the South 
Interlake Mutual Aid District. This is a reciprocal aid 
arrangement between South Interlake municipalities that operate 
fire departments. It is a system by which fire departments assist 
each other in the district under a pre-arranged plan. Neighbouring 
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fire departments assigned to assist in Rosser are Stonewall, Stony 
Mountain, St. Francois Xavier, Warren-Woodlands and the local 
Hutterite Colonies. Rosser Fire Department is also obliged under 
the plan to assist neighbouring departments in need of help. 

The Department meets officially once a month during which 
equipment maintenance and training take place. Special meetings 
or training sessions are scheduled from time to time. Personnel 
have done on-site training at Dorsey Hydro Station and have 
conducted a number of practice fires on old buildings donated by 
RM residents for demolition. Rosser fire fighters have obtained 
the Firefighting Practices Level I Certificate, a training program 
offered by the Office of the Fire Commissioner. 

CPR lraining ar Rosser Fire Hall. 1985 

Planned /Jum of a I\\"o-slore)' house (!fler eXlensil'e Iraining sessioll al An 
Malmas·s. 

Planlled bum Iraillillg sessiolls al Mrs. Hubka's 

208 

Since its beginning in 1984 through August, 1992, the Rosser 
Fire Department has responded to over 200 fire calls. The calls 
included such common occurrences as chimney. grass, and 
vehicle fires as well as more serious situations such as a propane 
car derailment on the CPR, a fire in Dorsey Hydro Station, and a 
fatal two-vehicle accident on No.6 highway. 

The value of a Fire Department in the Municipality has been 
proven time and again. Today, Rosser has a well-equipped, well
trained and experienced Department. A great deal of its success 
can be attributed to Rosser's community spirit. A good volunteer 
fire department depends on its members to respond to community 
needs in a planned way with training and with the proper 
equipment. Members of Rosser's Volunteer Fire Department do 
this well. Their numbers include lifetime friends, neighbours as 
well as sets of brothers, cousins and a father and son. The RM of 
Rosser Fire Department is truly a community institution that will 
continue to serve residents well in the next 100 years. 

O.llical opellillg o{ Rosser RM Public Works Buildillg and Fire Hall. April 7. 
1984. Gerry Forresl. Depuly Millisla o{Mullicipal Nfilirs. Rene Alall Beachell. 
Dick Sellell. COllIraClOr. alld Ihe HOllorable Harry ElIlIs. MLA. 

Ribbon clllling ar opellillg ceremollies /JI" Gerrie Forresl. ribboll held /JI" Rall(1v 
Sialcher. Puhiic Works/Ii/nllall. RM of Rosser alld Carl Simollsoll. Fire Chief . 



Aclioll (If Ihe scelle 0(0111' O(IlWllr alllollloiJileji"res 

Close-lip o/,delllolished alIIo 

PIIllIper alld portahie '!'(Iler lallk 

MOST DESTRUCTIVE FIRE 

1897 - October - Abolif 3 :30 p.m. farmers were summolled 
together by the cry of "Fire" 011 all sides as/7ames were carried 
by a .Ii{/·ious south gale. Vain eflorts were made to sqte-guard 
haystacks, implements and stahles, hut the fire swooped 
relentlessly on. As many as 20 haystacks and as mallY graill 
stacks could be seen hla:::.ing at one time. The fire, evidently 
started hy a spark ./i'om a freight train, spread north with 
lightning rapidity. Buildings 01' Beachells, Farrels, Woods, 
Phipps, Marshes, Simpsons and many others rail a hairhreadth 
escape. Heal,)' timber surrounding Simpsoll brothers' and 
Phipps' buildings caught the flames which were running 
mountain high, curling towards the treetops. Allimals/i'eed .Ii·om 
the barn and pasture careened widely ahout, seeking satety. All 
farmers in the./ire path lost hem'il.\'. 

The railway company was sOllnd!.)' critici:::.ed for not taking 
proper precalltions re./iregllards. 

osser hall opening 
arks ne 

By Lome Reimer 
Municipal fire proleclion III lhe 

RM of Rosser is only abOUI a 
week away from realily follolling 
lhe official opening of Rosser's 
combined fire hall and rublic 
works buiWing. 

Over 100 people allended lhe 
opening ceremonies for lhe 7,000 
square fOOl building on Salurday' 
and were Irealed 10 a sneak 
preview of Ihe municipalilY's new 
fire lruck 

Since conslruclion began, 
ongoing Iraining sessions have 
laken place under lhe volunlcer 
fire departmenl's fire chief and 
depulY fire chief, Carl Simondson 
and Les Lillebo, bOlh CilY of Win
nipeg firemen. 

"The iJ1tCfC'Sl has been [I cmen
dous," says Fire Chief Sil1lolld-
son. 

"You create that kind of 10-

teres! when you h3.\'C \OmCrlllflg 
pcople can be proud 01," he add· 
ed. 

Up 10 50 peopk IIlcluelillg ,011lC 

women have show]) intcre~l in 
becoming members by shov"'lllg up 
al lhese sessions. Now lhal lhe 
truck has arrived, training l':l n(]\1/ 
dil C([Cu to leaching pump opera-
1I01l. The 1983 lrud; was QOIl~hl 
al a cos I of S93,OOO and all aJdi
tional t.ank~r may be pUJ"c!l(\'-.cd ill 
lhe fUlure. 

The new building is equipped 10 
fill Ihe truck in only four minules 
and lhere's also an oUldoor waler 
connection for quick fill-ups of 
farm lankers. 

Anolher feature of Ihe new 
department is a 24-hour answer
ing service through an agreemem 
wilh lhe adjacent Dorsey Slalion. 
Maniloba Hydro activales Ihe 
pager syslem which in lurn ac
livales 10 pagers across lhe 
municipalilY· 

era 
Reeve Alan Beachell remarked 

al the ceremonies Ihal now Rosser 
has somelhing 10 offer for lheir 
membership wilh MUlual Aid and 
said Ihe council will be making 
new arrangemenls Wilh lhe olher 
departmenls-<n-lhe districl. 

Beachell also Ihanked bOlh Sl, 
Francois Xavier and Rock wood 
departmenls and lhe Siurgeon 
Creek and Rock Lake HUllerilc 
Colonies for assisling Rosser In 
lhe pas 1 wilh fire proleclion. 

Also officialing al lhe 
ceremony was Harry Enns (pC
Lakeside) and Gerrie Forres!. 
Depuly Minisler of Municipal Af
fairs. 

Said Forresl whose eleparl!TlCnl 
rlovided a $32,000 Job Fund 
granl loward lhe S 150,000 COq 01 

Ihe building, "Ihis kind of "'ren

dilure 01 lax monty is the hnci 01 

allocation we can all Justify" 
Enns called Rosser one of lhe 

best managed municl!l~!lilie~ In (hl' 

province and remarked IlUw !hl' 

huilding will '>l'fve for 1ll;1I1Y year", 
10 come 

COJl<;{fU(!10J1 01 [hl' I·l!)' \. ~n· 

building was conlracled by Dick 
Sellen. II includes four bays lor 
Public Works and a separale 11"0-
bay seclion for Ihc fire cler'''l
mClll. 

The fire hall aha includes a 
wash down area fOI haLarcious 
goods lires, Simonelson roinleci 

OUI lhal lhere's panicular risk of 
hazardous goods fires in Rosser 
because of all lhe rolling Slack 
passillg lhrough on bOlh CPR and 
CNR lilies 

He indlcaled lhal five of Ihe 
men ha',e already laken a 
dangerol1<; goods cour-.;c. 

Ollicial opcllillg o/jire/wll- ;\priI7. I 98-1./i'olll SlOlIclI'all'lrgllsITcllloli Tillles 

Edllcaliollallllslruclioll. 

209 



CRIME 

Like many aspects of rural life, the previously carefree, never
use-a-Iock attitude prevalent in most farm yards has undergone 
some dramatic changes. It used to be that keys were always in the 
car or the truck and if either vehicle was missing when the owner 
went for it, it was because a neighbour had borrowed it out of 
need. 

One long-time resident of Rosser Village recalls that, during 
the Depression, Rosser station often teemed with strangers 
because the CPR police had a habit of rousting the unticketed 
riders from trains at stops just outside the city limits. 

"There would often be 20 or 30 men from off the trains. They 
sat around the station waiting for a good opportunity to leave. 
Many times they came into our yard and offered to do odd jobs in 
exchange for a sandwich. You'd think with so many poor 
strangers roaming around that lots of things would have 
disappeared. But we never locked up anything and nothing was 
ever taken either. I'm not so sure it would work like that today." 

Sadly, this lament is too often true. Today's less-than-reverent 
attitude towards property, coupled with easy access to rural areas, 
makes theft an increasingly common occurrence here. The arrival 
of unexpected visitors is announced with growing frequency by 
alarm systems. Whether animal or electronic, these systems are 
outward indications of a rising awareness of rural vulnerability to 
thieves. 

Policing in the Rural Municipality of Rosser is done by the 
RCMP. Responsibilities are divided between two detachments: 
Headingley and Stonewall. The territories are bounded 
essentially by the CPR main line. All areas north of the tracks are 
the responsibility of Stonewall; south is under the jurisdiction of 
Headingley. Traffic patrols have recently been moved out of 
Stonewall into the Headingley jurisdiction. 

Rural Crime Watch 

Rural Crime Walcli sign 

On January 25, 1988, a 
meeting was held at Grosse 
Isle Hall. Corporal McDonald 
of the RCMP was present to 
discuss a Rural Crime Watch 
program in the RM of Rosser. 
Shortly after, following a 
council meeting on February 
9, 1988, the Women's 
Institutes in the area were 
asked to help organize meet
ings throughout the area. 
Constable Pat Douglas from 
Stonewall RCMP Detach
ment attended several meet
ings to explain how to 

form a crime watch unit. The RCMP designated areas lettered 
from A to K within the Municipality. Each zone became the 
responsibility of a volunteer captain who collected and 
distributed information which would help residents identify 
strangers in their area. Crime Watch signs were posted and the 
program was now in full swing throughout the Municipality. 

Rural Crime Watch has increased people's awareness of their 
community by encouraging them to note suspicious people and 
vehicles around their own property as well as their neighbours. 
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As ill ustrated, from the following data, this program is needed 
now as much as in the past to help reduce the crime rate in the 
RM of Rosser. 

TYPE OF CRIME 1989/90 1990/91 
Break-ins (business) 14 8 

Break-ins (residence) 4 2 

Suspicious Persons/Vehicles 17 II 

Theft under $1 ,000 15 22 

Theft over $1 ,000 7 9 

A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF POSTAL SERVICE IN 
CANADA 

Small towns, country stores, family farms, muddy and 
impassable roads and the horse and buggy - this was rural 
Canada at the turn of the 19th century. Because Canada is a land 
of tremendous size and diversity, maintaining postal 
communications was a challenging and arduous task. The 
challenge was met by thousands of quiet heroes using every 
conceivable means of transportation - many of them uniquely 
Canadian. 

The earliest means of transporting mail was by courier. They 
travelled on foot, horseback, or by canoe. They hacked their way 
through wilderness and travelled along Indian trails. They forded 
or traversed treacherous rivers. They carried letters that were the 
only means of contact between scattered settlers and their 
families back home, wherever that might be. Many couriers lost 
their lives in the process. 

The first stamp Canada issued was in 1851, 16 years before 
Confederation. That first Canadian issue pioneered an exciting 
development in international philately by producing the world's 
first pictorial stamp - the three-penny beaver. It was designed by 
Sir Sandford Fleming. Previous to this all stamps, from the first 
adhesive-backed stamps introduced in Great Britain in 1840, 
depicted a portrait of the reigning monarch or a member of the 
Royal Family.' 

As wilderness became settled post offices were established in 
farm homes and country stores. Couriers left mail at these places 
for settlers to collect. 

Rural route mail delivery was implemented in 1908 under 
Prime Minister Sir Wilfred Laurier, at the instigation of the 
Conservative Leader, Sir Robert Borden. It wasn't until 1913 
under Prime Minister Borden, however, that an amendment to the 
Post Office Act legally provided for this service. 

As trails became travelled and accessible horse-drawn mail 
coaches, Red River carts, cutters, sleighs and buggies hauled 
mail on land. York boats overtook canoes as better mail transport 
by water. Eventually, the invention of internal combustion 
motorized vehicles complemented or often replaced the earlier 
delivery conveyances. 

Trains were especially good for long distance transport. A 
mail car - a Post Office on wheels - usually had two or three 
workers who continually sorted mail as the train travelled. Mail 
was picked up at each station along the way and would be ready 
to drop at a station further along the line. These stops were, for 
the most part, collection and distribution centres where mail was 
re-sorted and distributed to smaller Post Offices in surrounding 
areas. 



Mail was first flown in Canada on June 24, 1918 when, by 
special authority of the Deputy Postmaster General, a 
consignment of 124 letters went by air from Montreal to Toronto. 
Flying a CURTISS JN4 Biplane, Captain Brian Peck covered 
340 miles in just over six hours, which included a short stop at 
Kingston to refuel. The first woman pilot to fly mail in Canada 
was Kathleen Stinson. On July 9, 1918 she ferried 250 letters 
from Calgary to Edmonton. From 1914 to the early 1930's the 
post office granted aviation companies permission to carry letters 
to more remote areas which were only accessible by air. These 
letters were subject to a small added fee which ranged anywhere 
from 5 to 25 cents per letter in addition to the regular postage. 
The fee was retained by the operating company and a semi
official stamp or sticker was affixed to the back of the envelope. 
These stamps, or stickers are philatelic collectors' items today. 

In recent years most long distance hauling has been done by 
truck transport and plane. This has made a vast difference in 
postal service to even the most remote areas of Canada. With 
these capabilities, distances seem much shorter and mail travels 
from one place to another in a fraction of the time it used to take 
in earlier times. 

Better sorting, distribution and delivery, however, brought 
about the closure of many small rural Post Offices. Some now 
have a Rural Route system of delivery. This sometimes means 
delivery to a box at the edge of the driveway. More and more 
frequently it means delivery to a large metal cabinet containing a 
number of postal boxes which is usually situated on a corner 
central to the residents of the surrounding area. 

GrollI' I'0stal hoxes 

The 1970's saw more changes in the postal system with the 
introduction of a Postal Code. The code was designed to expand 
automated sorting procedures. Over the last three decades, 
mechanization and automation have been a recurrent source of 
antagonism between labour and management within the postal 
system. 

The last postal run made by rail took place 111 1971. 
Discontinuing this service had quite an effect on the more 
isolated areas of Canada. 

The biggest change took place in October, 1981 when Canada 
Post became a Crown Corporation. It immediately began steps 
toward profitability. Among the casualties of this strategy have 
been many rural Post Offices. As official Post Offices close in 
rural communities, service is re-established through retail postal 
outlets which may be at the general store or the elevator or, often 

as not in the next community down the road where there may be 
a strip mall or a super market 

Naturally, as services decline, costs increase. From the 
original three-penny beaver stamp of 185 I, postal fees have 
increased to 43 cents per ounce for regular domestic mail. And, 
of course, a Goods and Services Tax (GST) is added. 

GORDON POST OFFICE 

In the years before 1928 residents of the Gordon area picked 
up their mail from boxes on old NO.7 highway at Lilyfield. 
Frank Worch, a CNR section foreman, lived in a section house at 
Gordon with his wife and five children. She looked after the 
mail. 

In 1928 he built a new house on the corner at Gordon. He had 
a small store and post office on the front of it The mail was 
picked up at 10:00 a.m. and dropped off the train at 3:00 p.m. 
every day during the week, then sorted at the store. In 1935 Mike 
Myska bought the property and became the Postmaster. Later on 
delivery was changed to three days a week: Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday. 

In 1950 the property was purchased by Arthur Peterson. Art's 
daughter, Jean, and her husband, Jim Patterson, moved into the 
house and took charge of the Post Office. 

In 195 I Edith and Art Morrison, who lived in the Garage at 
Gordon on No.6 highway, took over the post office business. 
The mail still had to be picked up from the train three days a 
week. Eventually post boxes were installed beside the Garage. 
This was Postal Agency # I, the first in Manitoba. People bought 
keys for their boxes at $1.50 or $2.00 a key. When new boxes 
were installed in front of the Elevator house, people returned the 
keys and got their money back. The mail was delivered and 
sorted for the individual boxes by Mr. Murphy from Winnipeg 
and the Post Office address was changed to Group 20 I, RR #2, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Miniature Post 
Office At Gordon 

ResIdents 01 the .. distrIct of 
Gordon, Man., (pop. 107) 20 
miles north ot Winnipeg, have 
the mpst unusual post cUice 
In the provInce. 

It's a tlny house, !lve feet 
high, and about two teet 
ncr'oss. 

In It are 40 Individual po st 
boxes for residents of the dis· 
trict. They'look somewhat like 
the postboxes found in apart· 
ment blocks, only larger. 

Every day, the rural courier 
comes uP. takes out hIs master 
key. opens up the enUre front 
ot the post oUice, and deposlL5 
the mall in the boxes. 
GET OWN MAIL 

And every a.y, re!ldents 01 

the dlIttkt take out the key 
to their parUcular poot box and 
get theIr ffiall. 

It they want stamps, or re
ceive or send parcels or reg
istered maU, they can do it at 
i.he larmhouse on who .. :lajld 
the. po.t· oWce Is loc.ted. 

There· used to be' a fuU-time 
P03t oHiee in the slore at Gor ... _ 

don, but the store closed. No. 
one wanted to take on the job 
of tuJI-time postmaster._ 

qo in order to provIde postal 
service at some kind, ppstat 
ofticials In Winnipeg telt' that 
a postal agency set-up was the 
answer. 

District resldents can buy 
stamps and transact postal 
business at the tarmhouse tor 
only an hour b¢!Pre the mall 
dellvery Is made', .and an !lour 
atter, 

The farmer Is paid. on the 
basIs ot so much Pet' box "per 
year. 
LIMITED RANGE 

The postal agency scheme 
can only be operated wIthin 
the range of the rural courier 
service, ottlcials said, but it 
probably will be extended. 

It provides postal service 
where the population does not 
justify A full-time post office 
and in many cases, such as at 
Gordon, it can be an economy 
measure, postal offic1al~ said. 

The'system is to be started 
at Creighton, Sask.,. a suburb. 
ot Fifu Flop, Man., shOtUy •. 
:J onl.A-ar ~ /£15'.'1 
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GROSSE ISLE POST OFFICE 

Grosse Isle Post Office was established on February I, 1911 
in Charles Brothers' store on the NE 31-12-1 E. It remained in the 
store over the years, with the exception of one assignment. Mrs. 
Anita Girard was appointed Postmaster on June 18, 1979. She 
carried out postal duties from her home until May 8, 1988 when 
the family transferred from the district. 

Postal service was again returned to the local store as a retail 
postal outlet where it continues to the present time. The local 
store now called Mike and Gerry's is owned by Omer Ouellette. 

LILLYFIELD POST OFFICE 

The postal service, like all other fields of endeavour, has seen 
many changes over the past 100 years. Mail service came to 
Lilyfield with the opening of the Post Office in 1896. There has 
never been a clear explanation as to exactly why the official 
stamp bore an extra "L". Nevertheless, mail processed at 
Lilyfield bore the mark "Lillyfield". The post office originally 
operated out of the home of Mr and Mrs John W. Phipps on the 
NW 16 12 2E. 

Carte postale. 
Union postale universclle. - WeltpostTcreill. 

Nur fOr die Adres . 

Lillr/icld Fosl Otf/cc ill Ihe J. W. Phipps hOll/c (secolld \I'illdO\\"/roll/ hji) 

The mail was brought out to this post office once a week by 
courier. The first such courier was Billy O'Neal, who served in 
that capacity for a short period of time. Thomas Riggall, Sr took 
over the contract from him and carried the mail to and from 
Winnipeg faithfully for many years. 

The contract to take the mail from Lilyfield to Winnipeg and 
return with mail from there meant making 15 miles each way 
under often arduous conditions. In the early days the trip was 
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made with horses pulling a buggy or "democrat" in the summer 
and a sleigh or cutter in the winter months. In the summer he had 
to contend with poor roads, especially when it rained. In the 
winter he often had to cope with blizzards and always the cold 
weather. These sleighs didn't have heaters like the vehicles of 
today. It took a hardy individual to withstand the rigours of the 
job of hauling mail. 

Upon the retirement of Mr Riggall, a Mr Mouchet took over 
the mail contract. He held the position for a short time, until Mr 
Phipps relinquished the Post Office. Mr Phipps had served as 
Postmaster for 31 years when he retired in 1927. 

Eliza Mullins took over as Postmaster from Mr Phipps. She 
operated the Post Office out of her home on the SW 29 12 2E for 
approximately six months in 1927. In September, 1927 the local 
post offices were phased out when Rural Route #2 was 
established. Morris Lynch, who operated the "Ever Ready 
Transfer", secured the contract for mail delivery to individual 
boxes along the route. These deliveries were made three times 
per week: Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. His route followed 
the old PTH #7 during the 1930's; it has been enlarged 
considerably since those days. During this period road 
maintenance in winter was rather haphazard. Mr Lynch 
developed a forerunner of today's snowmobile from a Model "A" 
Ford in order to keep mail delivery going. 

In 1940 Russell Murphy secured the mail contract for the 
route. He honoured this contract for the next 27 years and finally 
relinquished it when he retired in 1967. 

During the early 1960's the residents of the community joined 
together and, through persistence, convinced postal authorities to 
implement daily mail delivery. At approximately the same time 
the Rural Route expanded to include group boxes. These group 
boxes were placed at Gordon and at other appropriate locations 
along the route to serve people who did not live along the road. 

In spite of all the changes over the years, RR #2 still remains 
in service. One change which has taken place is that previously a 
mail carrier used to contract for the route, now the contractor 
may hire employees to do the actual delivery. The most recent 
contractors are Al McCarther, Garth Gustardt and Allan 
Lockhart. 

. MARQUETTE POST OFFICE 

The Marquette Post Office is said to have opened on July I, 
1871. At that time all mail was distributed through Baie St. Paul. 
This was situated at the junction of the Portage Trail and the 
Mission Trail, where provincial road #248 joins highway #26 
today. 

No doubt early mail came by stage coach or river boat but 
there was a tri-weekly stage from Winnipeg to Portage in 1875. 

Postmasters to serve through Baie St. Paul were: according to 
the postal records: Felix Chenier, 1871-1874: Rev Cyrille St. 
Pierre, 1875-1880; E.L. Fairbanks, 1880-1883, Lewis Fairbanks, 
1884-1888; E.L. Fairbanks, 1888-1890; and C.A.D. Tetu, 1890-
1890. In May, 1891 W.A. Moore was Postmaster when the 
post office name was changed to Marquette then A.E. 
Hainsworth from 1892 to 1897. No doubt by this time the mail 
was transported by rail as the CPR was in operation by 1882. 
Charles Hainsworth followed in 1897-1898; Elijah Tully, 1898-
1899; Mrs. Annie MacPherson, 1899-1902; and H.O. Smith, 
1903-1912. 

Hedley Bailey bought the Smith store in 1923 and handled the 
mail until 1936 when son George assumed the position. George 
Bailey retired in 1950, selling out to Jean Maltby. In 1951 
tenders for the post office were posted and the position awarded 



to Miss Evelyn Dowler, operating from Dowler's General Store. 
In 1958 her brother, Ken, became postmaster. 

When Marquette became the postal centre in 1891 the mail 
was taken to Meadow Lea by courier until that office closed. A 
large part of the southern area of the Woodlands Municipality 
was thus served by the Baie St. Paul and Marquette Post Office 
in the 1880's. 

Aliglisi. 1990 - Lome RoiJerrsoll. /"lIral !"Ollie dri\·er. willi Kell DOII·ler. rei ired 
Marqllelle Posllllasier. 

FeiJruary. 1992 - Lome Roherrsoll. rllral rOlile driver. alld Trudie Dowler. 
Posllllasier. illilie Marqllelle PoSI Office. 

Rural mail delivery was begun from the Marquette Post office 
in 1923. Customers were served along the Assiniboine River 
from Warren's Store to midway on the north side of the river, 
then from Belcourt ferry to Desjardins ferry on the south side of 
the river. 

The first contractor for rural service was Jack Armitage. He 
delivered only a short while and turned it over to William 
Chartrand that same year (1924). Mr. Chartrand continued as 
courier until 1936 when H.O. Smith became the operator. Four 
years later, Mr Chartrand assumed these duties again and 
continued until his demise in 1945. 

The route was then operated by D.W. Fleury followed by Jack 
McNeill, Charles Dayton and Fred Brown who continued until 
1956 when K.M. Dowler became the courier. 

After the Baie St. Paul bridge was built, the Marquette route 
from the bridge to midway and south of the river was 
discontinued. The route north of the river was taken over by 
Headingley delivery as far west as the new bridge. From there 
west was still served by Marquette. 

Around 1940 the route had been extended to serve the area 
north and west of Marquette. In 1945 this was extended to take in 
the Meadow Lea corner, west three miles and then south. In 
1970, the Reaburn Post Office was closed and again the route 
was extended to serve that area. In 1974 the rural route was 
extended to Meadows, their post office being closed in 1973. 
Service is by way of group boxes. 

On February 1, 1980 Ken Dowler retired as Postmaster but 
continued as courier. Tenders for Postmaster were advertised and 
the position awarded to Trudie Dowler on March 1, 1980. 
December 31, 1988 Ken Dowler retired as courier. Tenders were 
advertised, the contract awarded to Lome Robertson effective 
January 2, 1989. The Marquette post office was closed in July 
1992 due to retirement. A postal franchise has been opened at 
Sveinson's Store in Marquette. 

MEADOWS POST OFFICE 

The first residents ()l Meadows receil'ed their mail at Rosser. 
It has he en recalled that the post office was at the home ()/Percy 
Beachell at Rosser. When the station opened in 1906 William 
Clark, the first station agent was also appointed Postmaster. In 
1912 .I.S. Winter was appointed the Station Agent and 
Postmaster. 

In 1913 Mrs. E.P. Winter was the Postmaster, and remained 
so until 1915. At this time the post (~flice was moved to the homes 
()f"local residents: namely Miss E.E. Hobhsti'om 1916-1920; and 
then Mrs. A. Hunter ./i"om 1920-1922. In 1922 Mr. Kroeker 
opened his store and the post ()tJice was located in the store. 
Even though the store changed hands the post ()flice remained at 
the store. Postmasters were: P.P. Kroeker, 1922-1927; A.H. 
Kroeker, 1937-1940; Jim Moore, 1940-1941: E.E. Dowler, 1941-
1949 and Jim Rothwell, 1949-1967. In 1967, Mr. Rothwell closed 
his store and the post. ()tfice was mOl'ed to the ()tfices ol the 
Paterson Elevator Company. Their grain huyer, Laurent Lecoq, 
was appointed Postmaster ./i"om 1967-1969. At this time, Mr. 
Lecoq left the employ ()l the Paterson Company and the post 
office was closed. For two months the residents ()l Meadows 
received their mail at Marquette. A delegation composed ()l 
Victor Haghorg, John Hoas and Ede Johnson was appointed at a 
puhlic meeting to approach the Postal Department and 
Patersons to see zl the post oflice cOllld he reopened at the 
elel'ator. They were succes,~tiil and mail sen'ice retllmed again 
to Meadows. 

reprinted/i"{)/71 Meadows Centennial 1970 

The wife of the new grain buyer, Mrs. M. Steininger. was 
appointed Postmaster in 1969. Forty-one families received mail 
at the Meadows post office until May, 1971 when the Steiningers 
moved and mail service was, once again, shifted to Marquette. In 
1974 Rural Route mail delivery was extended to the Meadows 
community through the installation of group boxes. Families 
relied on the Marquette Post Office for other postal services, In 
1992, the post office at Marquette was closed, Rural Route mail 
delivery is now provided by the Elie Postal Station, A franchise 
office has been opened at Sveinson's Store in Marquette to 
handle any other postal services required by the community. 
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MEMORIES OF MOUNT ROYAL POST OFFICE 
(1906-1920) 

I do not know whether the Mount Royal Post Office was 
known hy that name when it was situated in the general store 
helonging to Mr. L.P. Brault, at the old City Quarry. hilt I do 
know it was named in honour of Lord Strathcona (Sir Donald A. 
Smith) who, at that time, owned all the property on which the 
quarry stood. When the quarry was moved to its present site at 
Stony Mountain, the Post Of/Ice was moved to the home ()/,my 
father, J.1. Taylor, on Section 28-1 I -2E, one half mile north (~/' 

Little Mountain School. 
The huge salary ()/' $34.00 a .vear was remuneration for heing 

in charge of this estahlishment. That sum was used to purchase 
stamps for the cOIll'enience ()/' those who patronized the Post 
Office. 

In 1906, heing postmaster was considered to he a pril'ilege 
and a sign ()/,prestige; an honour granted hy the sitting member 
as a favour for assistance gil'en to him in gaining his seat. The 
post office was part of one's home hut was not considered a 
pril'ilege hy husy housewil'es. Three times as week, someone 
(usual/y my little mother) had to take the mail hags in to the 
general post ()ffice in Winnipeg. remain there until pick-lip time 
and hring the mail hack to Mount Royal where it was sorted. 
There were no stated hours for cOIll'enience of the recipient, 
usual/y after his day's work was al/ finished (around 9 or 10 
pm), or on Sunday. Sometimes it was OJ) a rainy day when work 
could not he carried on. 

It was neither pleasure nor treat to the women folk to h(ll'e the 
post office in their homes, as many a mud-tmcked f700r had to he 
scmhhed sel'eral times a day. Memories ()/' the old post Of/ICC arc 
not always cherished ones; many an irate farmer, expecting 
important mail. would accuse the postmaster ()/' holding it up 
when it did not arrive. Later they would find Ollt that the sender 
sti/! carried said mail in his pocket. having forgotten to post it. 

The Mount Royal post office remained on the same site ji-om 
1906 to 1918, when ruml delivery hecame the order ()/' the day. 
In those times, the mail must go through - rain, snowstorms. or 
whatever else the weather man had to offer. must not impede 
de/il'eJ)' and strikes were unheard oj: 

During the years o/' the First World War aliens, who were 
employed on the railroad, had to come to the post ()f/lce to hal'e 
their identification cards signed. When twenty, or more. (IJ'J'il'ed 
at one time, the locality o/,my old mongrel dog prohahly 
IJI'el'ented many a disaster, as he guarded our home firmly 
against would-he intmders. 

The arril'al of Eaton's catalogues, for which we had no 
storage space. was one of the greatest headaches of the husiness. 
How thank/it! H'e were when the last patron carried his away. 

Another H'el/-remembered thom in the flesh was the el'er
present political campaign literalllre which nohody wanted. The 
resulting accumulation was used for purposes best known to 
thosefall/iliar with the sanitation conl'eniences ()/' the time. 

reprinted ji-om Rosser Ripples 

ROSSER POST OFFICE 

From Rosser Ripples: 
"The opening date of the Rosser Post OfJlce was April I. 

1886. The list of postmasters is as fol/ows: 
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Phil 1. Sherlock, April 1,1886 to Decemher 28.1888. 
A.E. Todd. April 1. 1889 to April 30. 1890. 
H.J. Beachel/. July 1, 1890 to June 24. 1908. 
Percy Beachell, August 31,1908 to March 31,1917. 

E.E. Price, July I. 1917 to January 25. 1922. 
1. Lester Francis. July I. 1922 to March 29. 1938. 
Myrtle E. Slagernzan. April 1,1938, Acting. 
Chas. Morris Kennedy. June I. 1938 to April 11.1940. 
Alhert Edward Kenny, May 1,1940 to NOl'emher 11.1947. 
Philip Moore. Decemher 1. 1947, Acting. 
Philip Moore. March 2. 1948 to July 29. 1949. 
Katherine M. Chamhers, August 29,1949. Acting. 
Katherine M. Chambers. NOl'emher 29.1949 to December 27. 
1950. 
Ha:el E. Ewing. January 20.1951. Acting. 
Charles WI Harrold, June 19, 1951 to May 17.1954. 
Archibald C. Ewing. July 31, 1954. Acting. 
Archibald C. Ewing, August 6,1954 to December 4,1961. 
Ha:el Ewing, Decemher 5,1961. Acting. 
Hazel Ewing, March 13,1962 to 1968. 
Shirley H. Hal/ick. September 15.1968. Acting. 
Shirley H. Hal/ick, November 15, 1968 to present. 
"There is no record of' where the first two Postmasters li\'ed 

as the Municipality was not incorporated until 1892. In 1889 
Henry Beachell. of' Yorkshire, England, came to Rosser and set 
lip a post ()jjlce in his residence at 7 12 IE and was appointed 
postmaster in 1890. His SOil, Percy. hecame postmaster in 1908 
and the post (dike remained Oil the same premises. In 1917 EE. 
Price was appointed postmaster and the off'ice moved to the 
general store. It remailled there lin til 1951 when C. Harrold was 
appointed postmaster. The post ofjlce mOl'ed to the boarding 
house where Mr. Harrold also had a smal/ grocery." 

In' 1954, when Mr. Harrold moved to Winnipeg, Archibald 
Ewing was appointed Postmaster and the post office returned to 
the general store. After the Hallicks purchased the general store, 
Shirley Hallick was appointed postmaster. The post office is 
presently located at the Hallick residence. 

1886 Ig8G 

ROSser M.S, ROH-l EO 

CClllellllial o(Ross('I' POSI Ollice 1886-1986 allllil·er.wrr cakc. (/ccoralcd hy Olga 
LOllge. 

Shirley f/al/ick receivillg cClllcllllial plaque 011 hehalfofRosser POSI OJ/ice. 



On April I, 1986 a celebration was 
held in the Rosser Community Centre 
to recognize 100 years of postal ser
vice to the Rosser community. 
Postmaster Shirley Hallick was pre
sented a centennial plaque which read 
in part: "".A century of serving our 
customers and the community". 
Greetings came from all levels of gov
ernment. Rosser Elementary School 
students entertained the guests and a 
birthday cake - decorated by Olga 
Lange - appropriately featured a large 
red maple leaf. Women of the commu
nity, dressed in period costumes, 
served the cake and coffee to guests. 

That same year the Government of 
Canada approved "a plan" for Canada 
Post Corporation, calling for the clo
sure and privatization of Canada's 
5,22 I rural post offices. As a result 
many rural post offices have already 
been closed. Some were replaced with 
retail postal outlets, some were not. 

This plan claims to reduce costs 
and improve service. However, a 
Standing Committee on Government 

Operations report to the House of Commons on March 28, 
1987 read in part: "Your Committee views the monetary 
benefits accruing from such a move as being quite limited. 
Canada Post is not going to solve its fiscal problems by 
closing rural post offices or changing rura.! postal service. 
Your committee is of a strong view that the Corporation 
should look elsewhere for savings in its operating budget." 

In spite of this recommendation this plan is in operation 
today. One can only speculate on the availability and quali
ty of postal service which will be found in rural Canada in 
the future. 

Aplta 7, 7986 

May r take th~~ Oppoktun{ty to eongkatu~te 
the peop~e 06 the Commun{ty 06 RO~~ek on the one 
hundkedth ann{vek~aky 06 the e~tab~~~hment 06 a po~t 
066~ee ~n the eommun{ty. 

One hundked yeak~ makk~ a m~~~tone ~n the 
h~~toky and deve~opment 06 a eommun{ty. The ~ekv~e~ 
pltov~ded by the po~t 066~ee 'have touehed the ~~v~ 
06 eVekyone who h~ ~~ved ~n the Commun{ty 06 RO~~ek 
OVek th~e p~t one hundked yeak~. 

OUk ~~neeke thank~ m~t be extended to ~~ 
thMe who aeted ~n the eapaeay 06 poMmMtek OVek 
the p~t eentUkY. May we ~ook 6akWakd to many make. 
yeak~ 06 e.xee~~ent and ke~ab~e. ~ekv~ee. 
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[)(/\'id Hollick, Pos/Il/as/er Shirley Hollick, alld Ce}'(lld !-Iallick, April I , 1986 

LO('(llladies ill period dress (J/ IOO/1i Allllil'ersarr celc/mllioll, 

GROSSE ISLE KINSMEN CLUB 

Ahollt 1930, a grollp (If'men and older hoys formed a local 
clllh knOH'n as the Kinsmen Clllh with the idea of'imp/'O\'ing 
commllizity recreation, Their 1710110 was "Flln for AI! hilt NO! AI! 
for Flln", 

The first project was to remodel the skating rink, changing it 
to north-sollth instead of' east-H'est and imprO\'ing the skating 
shack, There were reglllar nights at the rink for skating, hockey 
und se\'eral camimls, Lighting was hy coed-oil lantems, later 
Coleman lanterns, 

The Clllh raised money hy plllling on dances and plays in the 
IIpper floor of the school, They also tru\'elled to other 
coml11l11zities to pllt on good programs, 

Once a year the "hoys" organi:ed a holiday trip for 
themsel\'es, They tra\'elled to K en ora the first rear that the 
Trans-Canada highway was opened, Other trips were to 
Brandon Slimmer Fair, to Clear Lake and Winl1l/Jeg Beach, No 
one had milch money to spend so they camped Ollt and took food 
to make their own meals, 

The CIlih remained acti\'e lin til the 1940's when the war came 
and then other grollps took 0\ 'c!" , 

reprintedfi'om The Crosse !sle Story 
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Rosser Elell/ell/ilIT School childrell (J/ /)()s/a/ allllil'('I'San' ce/ehr{l/ioll, April/, 
1986, 

THE RED CROSS SOCIETY 

In 1861 the idea for an International Red Cross was conceived 
by Henry Dunant who had witnessed a great loss of life during 
the battle of Solferino two years earlier. Most of the loss was 
incurred simply because of the lack of medical attention for the 
wounded, His idea became a reality two years later with 
formalities being completed at Geneva, 

The first time the Red Cross emblem ever appeared on a 
battlefield was during the war between Prussia and Denmark in 
1864. A Dr. Appia wore the arm band to test the value of the 
symbol. The emblem passed the test and is still a presence on 
battlefields throughout the world today. 

The Canadian Red Cross Society came into being in the 
eastern part of Canada about 1909, The purpose of the Canadian 
Society was stated to be to furnish volunteer aid to the sick and 
wounded during times of war. In times of peace or war, 
responsibilities were to work for the improvement of health, the 
prevention of disease and the mitigation of suffering throughout 
the world. 

The Red Cmss organization is comprised of many branches. 
During World War II the Womens' War Work Branch completed 
418,711 articles of field comforts and hospital supplies. In 1942 a 
Red Cross packing operation was set up in Winnipeg from which 
some 20,000 parcels a week were sent away to prisoners of war. 
Other branches of the Red Cross include the Blood Donor 
service, the Junior Red Cross, Home Nursing and the V AD, the 
Welfare division, Outpost Hospitals, Disaster Relief, and the 
General Branch. The value of the Canadian Red Cross is evident 
not only during times of war or other wide-scale catastrophies. 
When blood is needed it is available, if a wheelchair or other 
equipment is required during illness these aids are loaned free of 
charge. 

The Red Cross has been supported in the RM of Rosser ever 
since World War I when the Grosse Isle Helpers contributed 
sewing and knitting for the troups overseas. During World War II 
Grosse Isle became a chartered branch, No. 567. Charlie Eakin of 
Rosser organized blood donor groups and these carried on for 
years. 

A fundraising drive takes place throughout the municipality 
every year in March. John Cross, John Whitehead, and Gilbert 
Braid, throughout their lifetimes, all generously worked as 
chairmen of the annual canvass. Many other citizens in all of the 
districts have been equally generous by doing all of the legwork. 



Alan Beachell presently chairs the fundraising drive. Through the 
years a substantial amount of money has been collected. In 1991 
the municipality was recognized by the Red Cross for being near 
the top of the contributors' list for its region. 

THE RED CROSS SOCIETY IN GROSSE ISLE 

During World War I the Red Cross asked people to do 
knitting. The Grosse Isle women organized a group called Grosse 
Isle Helpers to knit and make quilts. The first meeting was held 
at the house of Mrs. H. Craig. Mrs. W. Ridgeway was elected 
president and Mrs. Corbett, secretary. 

When World War II began, Grosse Isle became involved and 
got chartered membership No. 567. A junior Red Cross was 
organized. There were regular blood donor clinics, also an annual 
canvass for funds. Officers elected in 1941 were: Mrs. Roy 
Davidson, president; Mrs. M. Borthistle, secretary; and Mrs. W. 
Ridgeway, vice-president. Directors were: Mrs. W. Miller, Mrs. 
1. Ridgeway, M. Borthistle, H. Clarke, A. Rutherford, and Fred 
Fetterman. 

Since 1948 the Grosse Isle Women's Institute has had a Red 
Cross convenor. The first convenor was Mrs. W. Ridgeway and 
for quite some time it has been Mrs. Bond. We still do knitting, 
sewing, etc. and take it into Winnipeg. 

D," 

The Canadian Red Cross Society 

CERTIFICATE OF LONG SERVICE 
awarded to 

In sincere appreciation 
for 16 years 

a/valuable volunteer service 
in The Canadian Red Cross Society 
which has improved the quality of 

life in our communiry 

April 18.1991 

- Edna Miller 

ROSSER WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 

Records of'Rosser Women's Institute up to 1930 were 
destroyed by fire but we have obtained information ./i'om the 
Rosser Community History, papers prepared by Mrs. L. Bergey 
in 1934, Mrs. Fred Corbett in 1940 and Mrs. Walter Beachell in 
1945. 

The Rosser organi:ation had its beginning when Mrs. 1.E. 
Bergey brought word that the Department of Agriculture was 
encouraging the formation of' Home Economics Societies. Mrs. 
Bergey and Mrs. Walter Beachell arranged a meeting in the 
Wes(f'ield School, Rosser Village, in February, 1915. Over 50 
women met with Miss Gowsell of the Department of Agriculwre 
and organi:ed the Rosser Home Economics Society. The fee was 
25 cents a member. 

The first officers elected were: Miss Maude Hicks, president; 
Miss Gertrude Beachell, vice-president; Mrs. Walter Beachell, 
secretary; Mrs. Jacob E. Bergey, treasurer. Other directors were 
Mrs. FE. Howe, Mrs. F. Corbett, Miss Mabel Childerhose, Mrs. 
w.H. Bewell, Mrs. O. Anderson and Mrs. R. Minorgan ... 

The first meetings were held in the upstairs hall (){ the old 
municipal (~fiice. Complete with stm'e, pans, dishes and chairs, it 
was 1'ery com/r)J'{able. 

In an account (){ those early days, Mrs. Walter Beachell tells 
()f'the loneliness and the great need/r)r women ()f'the commllizity 
to meet other women, regardless (!t'race or creed. The meeting 
room was filled to capacity and many of' the ladies were 
strangers to Mrs. Beachell although it was then FJlIr years since 
she had come to Rosser as a bride. 

There was also an evening meeting of' both men and women 
with extension service speakers on the subject ()f' "Installation ()f' 
Electricity and Water Works in the Rural Home." Mrs. Beachell 
mentions how 1'ery nervous she was to tender a w)te o{ thanks to 
these people. Through the years of'lnstitute work she almost 
completely {}\'ercame this ner1'OUS reaction. (By acti1'ely working 
and speaking out in our meetings, almost any W.I. memher today 
is capahle ()f'speaking in public, ()f' conducting a meeting, or 
carrying on her work on committees.) 

During the first years the new organi:ation spent much time 
and energy raising mone)' and making comf'orts for the Red 
Cross ,I'ar efirm ... 

In the paper prepared by Mrs. Fred Corhett in 1940, she 
includes an amusing incident. It seems that during a 
demonstration, Miss Gowsell o{ the Extension Service made a 
thin custard and put it out to cool. When she went hack to get it 
F)r members to sample, she FJlInd that Mrs. Beachell's dog had 
heen there and de\'(!/{red it ... Mrs. Corhett also reported a 
millinery course held erery dayf()r a week; some of'the hats were 
large and 1'eI'Y handsome. 

In 1919 ... Home Economics Society ... changed to Women's 
Institute and, in that year, Rosser Women's Institute began 
holding their meetings in the hall of'the newly-built Rosser 
schoo!. 

Memhership and attendance have .fluctuated with the years. 
From 1932 to 1947 memhership was fi'om 30 to 40 with (I\'eJ'age 
attendance of I 7. Since then the figure has decreased. 

excerpt./i'o!11 Rosser Ripples 

Rosser Women's Institllte meeting at the Beachel/ home. 1937 

For Home and Country, the Women's Institute motto has 
always been taken seriously by Rosser Women's Institute 
members. Although far fewer in numbers than initial attendance 
of that first meeting in 1915, or even during the ensuing years, 
the Women's Institute is still an active part of the Rosser 
community, 

Read the following list of projects which Rosser Women's 
Institute members have supported over the years for an 
illustration of just how involved the organization has been and 
still remains: 

Early activities always include accounts of the hours of 
sewing and knitting members did for the Red Cross, particularly 
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during the war years. After World War I the Rosser Women's 
Institute adopted two French orphans. They each were sent $2 a 
month - a respectable sum in those days. In 1947, after World 
War II, food parcels were sent to a sister Institute in England on a 
regular basis. 

During the depression (1934) the Women's Institute organized 
a relief committee to assist the Municipal Council with relief 
work which was to benefit local residents. Institute members 
provided essential articles such as eye glasses, baby layettes, 
quilts and clothing to needy families in Rosser Municipality; they 
also sent relief packages to Pierson and Waskada. 

In 1918 Boys and Girls Clubs were organized through Home 
Economics Societies; their successor, 4-H, has traditionally 
received strong support from Women's Institutes and Rosser is 
no exception. Institute members have been 4-H leaders; for years 
the Achievement Night refreshments were catered by Women's 
Institute members. Presently members donate time to judge 
competitions and demonstrations and trophies for winners of the 
annual public speaking competition. 

Like all Women's Institutes, Rosser strongly supports 
education. Members run the concession booth at the annual 
school Field Day. To illustrate the tradition this has become, the 
following comment is reprinted from the Rosser Ripples: 
"Sometimes the mosquitoes were so bad we were almost dril'en 
out of' our minds; but (dier we got the curling rink we were able 
to mOl'e indoors." Their time and all of the proceeds are donated 
to the elementary school to help purchase equipment, books or 
other educational aids. A further donation of funds in 19890) 
helped the school purchase new playground equipment. 

Each year a deserving graduate from Rosser is awarded a 
bursary at the Warren Collegiate Institute graduation ceremonies. 
Further, a portion of the dues from the Rosser Women's Institute 
goes to support the provincial organization which awards annual 
bursaries to post-secondary students. 

Self-improvement is important to individual members and 
also benefits the community. Monthly Institute meetings 
regularly explore diverse subjects of personal and community 
interest. Serious topics such as time management, family farm 
business relationships, safe use of herbicides and fertilizers, and 
animal rights are balanced by programs about oil painting. cake 
decorating and the beautification of home grounds. 

In the past members have lead the way to improvements for 
the entire community. Again referring to Rosser Ripples: "In 
1943 Rosser WI sent a resolution to Rosser Municipal Council 
asking for a nurse for the area. As a result a l'isiting nurse 
arril'ed shortly after and the position was continued until 
Stonewall Health Unit took O1'er the baby clinic and school 
visits ... Rosser WI has done its best to promote s{dety by h{{1'ing 
an RCM? member speak on bicycle and highway safety to a 
group which included teenagers. There was so much enthusiasm 
that we promoted a fiFe-week Dril'er S{dety course for anyone 
who was interested. For this project we receil'ed a Carol Lane 
award for sajety promotion in a community ... " The community 
"Phone Line" was introduced by the Institute and still keeps 
residents informed about community meetings, bridal showers 
and other special events. 

Rosser Women's Institute continues to encourage community 
activism. Public meetings have been organized on a variety of 
issues: representatives for Rural Dignity, in support of rural post 
offices; Dr. Sharon Macdonald, Manitoba Department of Public 
Health, speaking about AIDS; or Rod Hill encouraging 
Community Teamwork. The Institute organized a local Citizens' 
Forum to discuss constitutional issues in 1991. 
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Rosser WOlllcn's Institutc Birthday Tea. 1955 
Swnding I-I': Anna Corhett. May Blair . .Icnnic Blair. Violct Bergcr. Lucillc 
Mulligan, Ejj(/ I1ml'e, Rachcl Creenway, Edith Slagcl'lnan, Annic Tllmlmll. lvlillY 
Wcdgc, Edith Minaker, Pcggy Poole, Dorothy Blair. Florencc Wedgc, Cladys 
SlagcrJ)liIn, Vil'ian Childerhosc, Doris Beachcll. 
Scoted I-I': Florcncc Corhctt, Mahcl Childerhosc, Franccs Stcel'cs. 

Rosser WO!llcn's Institlllc, 1961 
Front row, I-I': Edith Minaker, Frances Stc('!'cs, Margarct 
Crc('l/, Margucritc Minaker, Shirlcy Hallicl:. 
Middlc ro\\', I-I': Ceraldinc KrY!ll, Charlollc Hughcs. Cladl's 
SlagcrJ)wn, Doris Bcachcll. 
Back row, I-I': Annic Turnhul/, Margarct Minak{'/', 1/.1'0 

Hm'ixhc(k, Angela Koch, l1a:eI Ewing, ilnnie McKercllllr. 
Vil'ian Childerhosc. 

Rosser WOII/cn's Institllle, 1978 
I-I': Alicc Lange, Hannah Holtll/WIII, Merlc Dennis, Doris Bcachcll, Lucille 
Mulligan, Marguerite Minaker, Annie Tllm/mll, Florence Wedge, Violet Bergey 
(sc(J/cd), Doll)' Dennis, Ceraldin£' Knill. - . 



January 1993 Rosser WOlllen's Inslilule lIIeeling ar Beachell's. 
Standing: Shirley Hollick. Gisela Nolling. CYlidi Tahill. Margaret Millaker. 
Laurie POIIJl·sky-Beachell. 
Sealed: !-Iealher Corlh'lI. presideill. Crrslal JochulII. secretary. Par Findla\·. 
Ireasurer. 
Missing: Chrislel Holllllalili. Marguerile Millaker. Geraldille Krrlll. AIIII(/ 
Corhell. 

In 1990 the organization celebrated 75 years of service. As an 
anniversary project, the Winnipeg-Interlake Book of 
Remembrance was reworked by Rosser members; a particularly 
meaningful project since the Book of Remembrance was one of 
three major projects initiated by Mabel Childerhose during her 
tenure as provincial president. In October, 1991 members hosted 
the Winnipeg-Interlake Region's Fall Seminar to launch their 
76th year of service. 

Catering used to be a major source of fund raising; however, 
the Rosser organization has, for the most part, moved away from 
that activity. The fall and winter Whist Drives now provide funds 
to support various projects such as the Rockwood Festival of the 
Arts, South Interlake Regional Library, Stonewall Hospital 
Auxiliary and Rosewood Lodge, Stonewall Christmas Cheer 
Board, Picnic Nook and Music Camp at the International Peace 
Gardens, the Peace Garden Fountain Fund, Associated Country 
Women of the World (ACWW) Pennies for Friendship, Ronald 
McDonald House in Winnipeg, women's crisis shelters in 
Winnipeg and Selkirk, and Amnesty International. The annual 
canvass for the Manitoba Cancer Society is done locally by 
Institute members; the Christmas Card Tree at the general store 
generates donations for the Ability Fund and Canadian Institute 
for the Blind in alternating years. Closer to home Women's 
Institute members have contributed furnishings to both the 
Community Centre and the church. Rosser's Christmas street 
lights twinkle merrily during the season courtesy of the Rosser 
Institute which, traditionally, pays the cost of bulb replacements. 
Whist Drives, themselves, contribute to the social fabric of the 
community as they provide an outlet that is especially popular 
with seniors. 

One of their major contributions has been the compilation of 
the Rosser Ripples in 1971. The book has proven to be a rich 
resource for this centennial history. Of course, Rosser Ripples 
has not been the Institute's only foray into publication. A 
cookbook was written to celebrate the provincial centennial in 
1969. In typical Institute fashion, Rosser's great community 
spirit is credited with making all of these projects achievable. 

Rosser Women's Institute Officers 
1970 - 1993* 

President 

Elsa Havixbeck 
Margaret Minaker 
Marguerite Minaker 
Doris Beachell 
Merle Dennis 
Verna Childerhose 
Christel Holtmann 
Geraldine Krym 
Shirley Hallick 
Heather Corbett 

Secretary 

Elsa Havixbeck 
Olga Lange 
Dolores Dennis 
Merle Dennis 
Verna Childerhose 
Doris Beachell 
Shirley Hallick 
Marguerite Minaker 
Gisela Nolting 
Crystal Jochum 

Treasurer 

Olga Lange 
Hazel Ewing 
Margaret Minaker 
Geraldine Krym 
Janet Hagen 
Merle Dennis 
Christel Holtmann 
Pat Findlay 

"'Officers prior to 1970 are listed in the Rosser Ripples. 

WE REMEMBER 
re{Jl'illled./i'olll Rosser Ripples 

Miss Mabel Childerhose o{ Rosser was a most outstanding 
leader in Women's Institute H'ork; a woman ,1'ell known for her 
cheerjiilfi'iendliness. her wisdom. goodjudgment. and her sa\'ing 
sense (i{ hUl7lour. She was interested in 10('(iI. prm'incial and 
world a/tail'S as well as in handicr({/rs . .flowers and all heautijiil 
things. 

She was a charter l7lel7lhcr oj'the Rosser W.I. when it was 
organi:ed in 1915 and continuously until 1955. She was 
treasurer and then president of the local; president oj'the 
Winnipeg District fi'om 1931 to 1935 and pro\'incial president 
fi'OI7l 1933 to 1935. Then she hecal7le provincial treasurer and 
government-appointed memher o{ the Ad\'isory Board. 

At Charlottetown. in 1935. she was elected \'ice-president (i/' 
the Federated Women's Institute qj' Canada and attended FWIC 
hoard l7leetings at Toronto. in 1937. and Edmonton in 1939. 
Later she was made an honourar), I!le memhcr. 

GROSSE ISLE WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 

The Women's Community Club was formed in Grosse Isle in 
1931 and continued meeting until 1946. 

Members had been invited to attend Women's Institute 
functions at both Warren and Rosser and eventually realized that 
they were operating under a similar program to that of the 
Women's Institute. They decided to disband and in November, 
1946 formed the Grosse Isle Women's Institute. All assets were 
turned over to the new organization. Thirty-three members 
signed the application. Only one charter member, Mrs. Edna 
Miller, has maintained continuous membership in our local 
Women's Institute. 

Several of our members became district (now called regional) 
presidents and Mrs. Laura James rose to the office of Provincial 
President. In that capacity she attended the national convention 
of the Federated Women's Institutes of Canada as well as an 
international world convention; Associated Country Women of 
the World. 

In 1952 Grosse Isle Women's Institute held a rally for 
Winnipeg Interlake Institutes. The rally commemorated the 100th 
anniversary of the Red River Flood when refugees from 
Winnipeg and surrounding lower land camped on high ground at 
Stony Mountain and Grosse Isle. 
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The rally program featured history and costumes over the past 
100 years. The wedding dresses and other costumes were later 
shown at a Regional Convention in Transcona. 

1953· Grosse Isle WO/l/cn's Insrilllre /l/odelled wedding dresses oldiffi'rew eras. 
Back R{I\t': Lill Bond, Franccs Ridgeway, Margan'r ClarKe, Erln'l RlIlherford. 
Frow Roll': Marge Murphy. Berry Linc/sa\', Jcss Angsr, Jane Fe!!ewwn. 

It is interesting to note that the Dugald Women's Institute was 
in attendance and borrowed the idea for a show of their own. 
From their first showing and throughout subsequent years the 
operation developed to form the nationally recognized Dugald 
Costume Museum. The museum now resides in a climate
controlled edifice built to preserve delicate old gowns and other 
items from the past which are donated to them. 

During the early years, the Grosse Isle Women's Institute 
under the able commandership of Mrs. Frances Ridgeway
compiled a community history in a leather bound looseleaf book. 
It was complete with family stories, interviews with old timers, 
pictures, local characteristics, occupations and special events. 
This book proved invaluable during the compilation of the 
Rosser published in Ripples 1971 and the Grosse Isle Story 
published in 1977. 

A financially successful project was a cook book compiled by 
the younger members and reproduced in 1954, in the school, 
using the same duplicating machine. Many old time and valued 
recipes were included. 

In the past, the Grosse Isle Women's Institute organized hot 
lunch programs at school, a local Home and School program and 
a Library Exchange. Members also assisted at clinics, sports 
programs, First Aid classes, sewing classes, home nursing and a 
nutrition course. 

Through various projects, the Grosse Isle Women's Institute 
raised the first money for a Community Hall opened in the fall of 
1959. When fire destroyed the original building, members 
assisted in financing the new hall and spearheaded the drive to 
have the building erected as a Centennial project in 1967. The 
group still helps with kitchen facilities and makes use of them all 
for various functions. 

For the 1970 Manitoba Centennial, the Women's Institute and 
Recreation Club joined forces to celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of Grosse Isle Consolidated School District. It was a day to be 
remembered with former residents from all over North America 
coming to celebrate. 

In September, 1980, with Grosse Isle Women's Institute input, 
a cairn using the nameplate from the original school built in 1920 
was dedicated in a special ceremony. 
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The group has hosted the Regional Women's Institute 
Convention twice: in 1971 to celebrate their 25th anniversary; 
and again in in 1990 for the 44th anniversary. 

At other times they have hosted rallies and catered for various 
functions. Grosse Isle Women's Institute has maintained a 
skeleton Red Cross group, "organization within an organization", 
and provides workers for the annual Red Cross Canvass. For ten 
years, from 1973 to 1983, Red Cross swimming lessons held at a 
local pool for the children of the community were sponsored by 
the Women's Institute. 

Through the years the Institute's focus has evolved with the 
changing times. The hot lunch program and library exchange 
disappeared as they accepted other responsibilities. An active 
good cheer agenda has been expanded to embrace get well cm'ds 
and "goodies", flowers, for the sick and shut-ins, remembrances 
for new babies, brides, the bereaved. and others. 

The Institute's horizons have broadened to reach beyond the 
community to support many charitable organizations-provincial, 
national and international. 

A favourite charity is the Women's Institute project "Pennies 
for Friendship". Funds from this project go to assist members 
from third world countries to attend the Associated Country 
Women of the World conferences held every three years. 

Through their activities, members of the Grosse Isle Women's 
Institute continue to weave the Women's Institute motto, "For 
Home and Country". into the community's tapestry of life. 

Giving thanks where thanks are due ... 

This year. CAC Manitoha hid farewell to one oj'its most 
faith/iii and mlued memhers. Mrs, Jane Fellerman passed away 
in June oj'1991. She held the position ()f'Rural RepresentatiFe on 
our Winnipeg Local Boardfor many years. Li\'ing in Grosse 1sle. 
Manitoha she had a keen sense of dedication to the concerns of 
rural consumers. and neFer missed ([1/ opportunity to hring this 
insight to the mailer at hand. With a/lne talent for gelling down 
to the facts. she could always he counted on to ensure that CAC 
Manitoha t/'llly represented the concerns ()f'the whole proFince. 
networking rural consumers with their urhan counterparts. 

Mrs. Fetterman also had a keen sense (i/,hu/l/our and an 
enthusiasm frw I(f'e that was contagious, She communicated that 
ellfhusiasm and :est for liFing to eFeryone who knew her and to 
eFerything she set out to accomplish, We are grate/iii to Mrs. 
F ellerman for her many years of' sen·ice. her man)' contrihutions 
to CAC and for the opportunity to ha\'e known her, 

reprinted/i'om The Manitoha Consllmer. Spring. 1992 Bulletin 

Grosse Isle WO/l/en's CO/l//l/uniry CIII/) raKen ar Mrs. Da\'idson's in .filly 1946 a 
Ic\\' IIIOW!ls bej(!I'c rhey beca/l/e rhe Women's IlIsrirllre. 



Illstallatioll (!{ofjicers at Grosse Isle WOlllell's Illstitllte, 1991 

SOllie (){the Grosse Isle WOlllen's Institllte at a Sprillg LllnchcolI, April 25, 1992. 
Back Roll': Bctty Lindsay. Lois Rllthcrj(ml, DOli/I(! Fricsell, Lois DOIICCttC, Janice 
Rllthcr/iml, Dorothy Pallller, She/agh Mil/a, HelclI Harris, LI'IlII Lillcho, Pcggy 
Elder, Agllcs Fctterlllall, Sharoll \lOll KClllclladc. 
Frollt ROIl': Lm'illa Grilldey, May RidgClmr. Edlla Miller, Norllla Ridgcl1'ar, 
Margc MlI/phy. Bcttic Ridgcl1'ay. 

MOUNT LILDON WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 

A meeting in November 1946 was held in Lilyfield United 
Church to discuss the formation of a Women's Institute. The new 
group's first official meeting was held in January, 1947 with 
members from three districts: Little Mountain, Lilyfield and 
Gordon. They agreed to use "Mount", for Little Mountain, "Lil" 
for Lilyfield and "Don" for Gordon, and combine them into a 
name. Thus the Mount Lildon Women's Institute became 
official. 

From 1947 to 1952 meetings were held in members' homes. 
Then meetings moved to the club room of the Gordon Curling 
rink as it was a central location. After 1965 meetings were once 
again in members' homes. 

The first year was spent in organization and becoming 
acquainted. One of the first guest speakers was the Sanitary 
Inspector from Stonewall who spoke on "Water Pollution". 

In the early years they raised money with a concert and dance; 
they produced two plays with assistance from their husbands. 
Bazaars and dances were held at Lilyfield Hall. They held 
afternoon teas at the Hudson Bay store and more recently, had 
coffee parties, bazaars and bake sales at Eatons. 

They sponsored public speaking contests for school children 
in Phipps, East Rosser and Little Mountain Schools; donated 
money for prizes in the Ladies and Childrens bonspiel; catered 
lunches at local bonspiels; supported 4-H clubs; sponsored Red 
Cross swimming classes at Park Royal Beach; and assisted 
families that lost their homes to fire. 

MOIlIiI Lildoll WOIIICII'S Illstitlllc - .Il1/lC 1952. 
Gralldlllothers at W.I. Tca 
Stalldillg: A'irs. !-101mI'd (Gcrtmdc) Rosc, lvlrs. Lrlc (Ellllllic) Lawrcllcc, Mrs. 
TOIII (Edith) Whitchcad, AIrs . .lack (Man' .Ialle) Wcdgc, Mrs. Joseph (Ellell) 
Attree. Mrs. Dllke/ow, A'lrs. Willialll (lvlyrtle) RohillSOIl, Mrs. Wil/"{Pearl) Dades, 
ivlrs. AIllrdoc/c (Frallces) COIIC/llagood, Mrs . .Ioscl'h Dykstra. IVIrS. TOIII (!-lilda) 
Braid, Mrs. Joseph (Alllla) Paltersoll. Mrs. Drmll (Marr) /-I(Ill'kills. 
Seat cd: Mrs. Arthllr (RlIIh) Da!lmr, Mrs. Gcorge (illIlIlI) Hllttoll, Mrs. LIIII'I"CIICe 
(Bcl/c) Ridge, Mrs. Norlllall (Blanchc) Grahalll, Mrs. Rohcrt (.1('(111) Stel1'art. 

MOllllt Lildoll WOlllen's Illstitllte - .II1I1C 1952 
Melllhers clltertaillillg Gralldlllothers at Edlla Ryall'S 
Back Roll': Malllc Lal1'rcllcc. Ircllc COlli ric , .Ieall SlIIith. Gracc Fright, Pcarl 
Dadcs, Mar Dall\'ar. Mllrie/ Braid, Hilda Braid. Blallche Grahalll, Marr Isracl, 
Rita COlllrie, Mary .Iallc Wcdgc, Kathleell Tllrhclt. Rllth ()a!l"(l\', Marr Haw/cil/S, 
Marjoric Alldersoll, Mahcl Gam, Florcnce Whitehead. 
Sccolld ROil' Stalldillg: Alicc LOl1'rcllcc, Gertmdc Rose. Edith Whilchcad. Ellllllic 
Lawrcllc!', Mrs. Drkstra . .Icall Stcwart, Mrrtlc RohillSOIl, El/clI Attrcc, Alllla 
PolterSOIl, Frallccs COIIC/llergood, Allllc Ridgc alld Pat, Bcl/c Ridgc. 
Scatcd: Alina HIlItOIl, Mrs. Dllkeloll'. Rosclllarr Dykstra, Gladys Rochc, Edlla 
Rmll, .Ioycc D([\'is, Doris Hlldsoll. Diallc Roche. Berrlc & Marlcllc Braid. 

Small service is true service while it lasts: 
Of humblest Friends, bright Creature! scorn not one; 
The Daisy, by the shadow that it casts, 
Protects the lingering dew-drop from the Sun. 

-WORDSWORTH, To a Child 
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Through the years Mount Lildon Women's Institute 
financially supported many worthy causes: the Arris Centre, 
UNICEF, the Women's Institute picnic nook at The International 
Peace Garden, South Interlake Regional Library, The Adelaide 
Hoodless Homestead, Winnipeg and Stonewall Christmas Cheer 
Board, Cancer Society and other charities. Donations other than 
money have been given to the Children's Hospital Book Mart, 
used stamps for Leprosy Missions, eye glasses for the Blind 
Institute, clothing for women and children of Osborne House, 
mitts and knitted baby clothes for the volunteer services of 
Childrens Hospital. 

Members have enjoyed field trips to the Winnipeg Art 
Gallery, the Provincial Archives, the Mint, and a guided tour of 
the Legislative Buildings. They have also toured Winnipeg in a 
double decker bus; taken a boat trip on the River Rouge, visited 
the Mennonite Village Museum at Steinbach, the Dugald 
Costume Museum, the Doll Museum, Quarry Park at Stonewall, 
Oak Hammock Marsh and The Forks. 

The Mount Lildon Women's Institute membership ranges 
from 24 to 28 members. The organization has provided benefits 
to the entire community. The opportunity to work together also 
broadens each member's perspectives beyond their own small 
circle to the larger Federated Women's Institute of Canada and 
the far-reaching circle of Associated Country Women of the 
World. 

MOllllt Liidoll Wom('ll's Ilislitllle' 1982 35th Birthday Party 
Back Roll': Marv Laillg. Korell Kaplell. Jeall Smith. Jeall 00111"0.1'. Alldrey Tllrhctt. 
Addie Mllrphy. Bella Blltler. Kathieell Tllrhett. Margaret Stewart.lrelle Comrie. 
Seated: Pam Iv!oodv. Bernice Mllllro. Gladys Roche. JIIIIC Stewart. Doris Hudsoll. 
AIIII Ridge. Allisoll Whitehead. Alice Lawr('llce. 

WOMEN'S AUXILIARY TO THE MEADOWS 
COMMUNITY CLUB 

ji-om Meadows Celllelillial1970 
updatcd h)' Dc/phie Norhergllsla Hag/Jorg 

In 1928, the Ladies Club and the Men's Club at Meadows 
amalgamated. The ladies continued to meet as a social Club. 
They also continued to raise funds by putting on various socials. 
During the war years the group functioned mainly as a branch of 
the Red Cross and hundreds of articles were made and sent to the 
Red Cross. It is interesting to note that Mrs. Jacklin did a great 
deal of knitting for the Red Cross. From the beginning in 1926, 
Mrs. Hunter remained President until she left the community in 
1950. Then Mrs. Jacklin was elected President. 
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In 1958 the ladies renamed themselves the Women's 
Auxiliary to the Meadows Community Club. They are always 
very busy. They donate generously to charities; do community 
work; buy gifts for all new babies; and remember senior citizens 
and shut-ins. 

The news reports for the Meadows column in the Stonewall 
Argus is now looked after by the W.A. Some reporting had been 
done by A. Mykle during the 20's and 30's but was not done 
again until 1948 when Mrs. Jacklin took over the job. She looked 
after it until 1968 and now members of the club take turns. 

Fund raising activities over the years have included bake sales 
at Polo Park; and at Meadows Hall; teas; raffles, some of which 
were polished rock tables donated and made by Victor and 
Bessie Hagborg; hand painted and hand crafted quilts made by 
members; and flea markets and craft sales. 

Charitable donations on behalf of the main club are also the 
responsibility of the Women's Auxiliary. Each year in excess of 
$1200 is donated to selected charities, some local and some 
international. 

Twice a year members thoroughly clean the hall. The major 
responsibility of the group is planning and catering for any social 
function put on by the Meadows Community Club. Food 
preparation, a chore sometimes thought to be tedious, always 
ends with an enjoyable visit over coffee. Serving the food and 
clean up is also a happy time with both men and women club 
members working together to get the job done. 

The June meeting is reserved for special outings. Some of 
them have been a luncheon fashion show, Dugald Costume 
Museum; Steinbach Museum; The Forks; Quarry Park; 
Assiniboine Conservatory; and the Mint to name a few. 

In December there is always a special Christmas meeting. The 
municipal councillors and their wives, and the municipal 
employees are hosted at a special luncheon. As well, the men in 
the community often attend as guests. After the guests return to 
work there is a short meeting followed by carolling, visiting, 
coffee and desert. 

Now, as in the beginning, after business is completed they 
continue largely as a social group meeting monthly in different 
homes, enjoying fellowship with neighbours. 

Meadows Ladies Cluh 
Back Ro\\': Maria Lallv. Sally Blair. Mallde Moore. Ede Johllsoll. Pat Harris. 
Maria Norherg. Calhailla Hoas. Kristilla Hoas holdillg Emil. 
Secolld Roll': Mrs. Blair. Mrs. Adam Balayell'ich alld Joallie. Mrs. Malmos. Mrs. 
Gertrude Jacklill. 
Frollt Roll': Aif Hoas. Mrs. HUlller. Mrs. Alldcr. Mrs. Carlsoll. 



Meadows Ladies Club 
Back R(}\\': Krislina /loas, /lenny Hagborg, May /lagborg, Maude Willing, 
Chrislina Taylor. 
Frolll Row: Emil H(ws. Ede .1ohnson and Granl, Pall1arris and Marilyn, Nellie 
Balayewic: and .1oanie, Elllma Malmas wilh Signe and Sigrid, Alji'ed /loas. 

Meadows W.A. 10 CommunilY Club ill 1970 

Meadows W.A. 10 Communilv Club, Chrislmas Meeling, 1992 
Slanding: Dolores Norberg, .1anis Bergen, Ann Braun, .1oan Pc/wick, Delphie 
Norberg, Pal McBride, Sl'ea Doyle, Elsie Norberg, Susan Braun, Gladys 
Malmas, Isla HagiJorg, Dorolhv Roberlson, Tammy Norberg and Karie l1oas. 
Sealed: E\'elyn Hubka, Krislina /loas, Cora \fan Bruggan, Maria (.1ohn) 
Norberg, Hcnny Hag/mrg, Pearl Boonslra. 

BOYS' AND GIRLS' CLUB 
rel'rinledji'om Rosser Ripl'll'S 

In 1918 special interest was taken in the del'elopment 0/ the 
youth 0/ our community. The Rosser Women's Institute took a 
major step in this endeawJllr and worked with the Extension 
Sen'ice, Depart!7lent (!/ Agriculture 0/ Manitoha, to organi:e 
Boys' and Girls' Cluhs. 

The territory cOl'ered in this H'Ork took in.f/l'e school districts: 
Rosser Wes~tield School No. 750, East Rosser, West Rosser, 
Prairie Star, Kensington School at Grosse Isle. 

A meeting was held in the Municipal Ha!! at Rosser to form 
the organi:ation and cluh (iff/cers were: Honourary President, 
Mr. Walter James, Grosse /sle: President. Mrs. W.I-f. Beache!!. 
Rosser: Vice-President, Mr. A.E. Ryan, Rosser: Secretary
Manager, Mr. C.R. Childerhose. Rosser. Contest leaders were: 
haking and dairying. Mrs. O. Anderson: sewing, Mrs. Burne!!: 
canning, Mrs. W.H. Beache!!: !il'estock, Mr. Walter James: 
gardening, Mr. Ross Bewe!!: poultry. Mr. E.R. James. 

For the first numher 0/ years the cluh was known as the 
Rosser Boys' and Girls' Cluh and a fair was held e\'er)' fa!! at 
Rosser. Later the name was changed to the Rosser-Grosse /sIc 
Boys' and Girls' Cluh and thefair was held each fa!! at alternate 
points. 

The \'Clrious projects had age limits to o\'ercome unjclirness 
and the leaders in each school district had the authority to 
organi:e work in that district. The leaders gal'e guidance and 
had competitions in each project which included sewing. haking, 
cclI/ning, lil'estock, gardening, and poultry. Later woodwork and 
school work were added to the IJr(!jects. The hest work 0/ the 
year was entered in the fair for competition and pri:es were 
awarded. Grants (i/money were receil'ed fi'o!71 the gOl'ernment. 
municipality, Women's Institute, schools and H'hen these 
donations were pooled. this allowed for liheral pri:es. Judges 
were sent out hy the Department 0/ Education. As the work 
ad\'Cll1ced, leaders prepared demonstrations on a chosen topic 
with teams 0/ hoys and girls taking part. 

In 1924, under the guidance o/Mrs. WI-f. Beache!!, a team 0/ 
three girls - Jessie Rohertson. Eleanor Slagel'll/an and Pearl 
Mu!!igan - 'with their demonstration "Milk Drinks" won second 
place and gold medals i!l the prOl'incial competition. 

Marie Willlher, Pearl MUlligan, Frances Slee\,es - PrOl'incial winners (J(Boys and 
Girls Club dcmonslralions in 1924. They were Maniloba's rel'reselllali\'es 01 Ihe 
Canadian Nalional Exhibilion ill Toroillo in 1925. (Belly Winlher. Ihe model, did 
nol go 10 ToronlO.) 



In 1925 Pearl MlIlligan, Marie Winrer and Frances Steel'es, 
with their demonstration "Home NlIrsing", won the top award. 
The girls along with their leader, Mrs. Beachell, were given a 
trip to the Toronto Exhihition where they were Manitoha's 
representative in the Manitoha hooth. They demonstrated on 
altemate days on "Home NlIrsing" and Manitoha Natllral 
Resollrces and the work (if'the Women's Institllte in the province. 
They were also entitled to a six-week cOllrse in home economics 
at the Manitoha Agricllltllral College. 

In 1920 interest in the livestock project del'eloped with Mr. 
Herh Corhell ()f' Grosse Isle as leader of'the calf' ellIh. He 
promoted the jlldging classes for callie, horses and sheep and he 
took the memhers to farms and fairs where there were pri:e 
animals. 

Boys alld Girls Swille Cluh illcludillg Rosser. Gmssl' Isle alld Warrell. PhOlo "'as 
/(11:1'11 011 judgillg day (II Rosser ill Ihl' early 1930·s. The leader ,,'as C.M . .Iwlles 
ot'Grosse Isle. 

In 1928 Mr. Clarence James of' Grosse Isle and Henry Stccves 
(if'Rosser organi:ed a sH'ine ellIh and the bOllndaries were 
extended to incillde Warren Cillh. This cllIb thril'ed qllickly and 
in a short time the memhers raised enollgh hogs to ship a carload 
in the fall and compere for p!'01'incial honollrs. Classes of' hoys 
and girls were trained in judging hy their leaders and (iff/cials of' 
the Extension Service. Two hoys were chosen /i'om the grollp to 
participate in a jlldging competition at Brandon fair. The swine 
cluh operated lIntil 1939. 

Judgillg swille, Agricuilliral Fair - Rosser, Mallilo/Ja, 1938 
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The hOlllldaries of'the call cllIh were extended to Warren in 
later rears and this was known as the Warren-Rosser Calf' Cillh. 
The /;lemhers henefited greatly IInder the leadership of'Mr. G. 
Tait, Mr. Pat Tait, Mr. George Hamilton. Rosser memhers who 
received the Harry Leader Medal, a top award, were Dave Blair, 
Billy Blair and Boh RlIthe/j()/'(I. This clllh dreH' inrerestfor many 
"ears. 
. Throllgh the years, a few c/othing clllhs were organi:ed and 
thrived for a time and then dishanded dlle to changes in school 
districts and decrease in memhership and lack of'leaders 
a1'Clilahle. 

Rosser Girls c/O/hillg Cluh. 1930 
Elida McDollald. Merle Childerhose. Elhe! MUllro. y,'olllle BOllill. Be!t\· 
WiJllhcrs, l'v!argarl'l MUIIJ'O. Marllw McDollald, Nellie lvlcDollald. J'vlarjorie 
MUllro. Vila McDollald. 

In 1930, Mrs. Percy Beache!! was leader of the Rosser 
Clothing Clllh organi:ed IInder the direction of' Extension 
Service, Department (if' Agricllltllre, with Miss Elsie Mooney as 
her assistant director. An achiC1'ement day was held in Jllne and 
Miss Mooney jlldged the girls' work. Those winning were: Nellie 
McDonald, Y1'Onne Bonin, and Merle Childerhose. Memhers (if' 
the Grosse Isle Clothing Cillh and their leader, Mrs. Craig, were 
also gllests. The program wasfolloH'ed hy tea and a social time. 

In 1950 a' clothing clilb was organi:ed IInder the Extension 
Sen'ice with Mrs. Lloyd Green as leader, assisted by Miss B. 
Fraser. There were eight memhers hilt only three completed the 
filII collrse for the year and the c!lIh was dishanded. The finances 
in the treasllry were donated to the Rosserelle 4-H Sewing Clllh 
when it was organi:ed. 

Argyle. Rosser alld Balmoralci-N parade mid-1970's 



4-H CLUBS 

The name "4-H" was officially given to the Boys and Girls 
Cl ubs in 1952, a program organized by the Department of 
Agriculture and Extension Service to aid in the development of 
youth in rural Manitoba. 

THE 4-H MOTTO: 
"LEARN TO DO BY DOING" 

THE 4-H PLEDGE 

I PLEDGE: 
My head to clearer thinking 
My heart to greater loyalty 
My hands to larger service 
My health to better living for my club, 
my community and my country. 

The Pledge is repeated at meetings throughout Manitoba with 
great pride and the motto are words of wisdom by which 4-H 
families live. 

ROSSER 4-H: THEN AND NOW 

The first 4-H Club in Rosser Municipality was organized in 
the Rosser Village School Hall in September 1953. It was 
organized under the direction of clothing specialist, Mrs. Evelyn 
Ames, who was a staff member of the Extension Service, 
Manitoba Department of Agriculture and Immigration. A 
"clothing club" was formed and named Rosserettes 4-H Sewing 
Club. Mrs. Fred Mulligan was elected leader and Mrs. Earl 
Minaker and Mrs. Jim Blair were assistants. 

Since the Club's inception, members have been winning 
awards for their efforts in demonstrations, public speaking, 
project work and Gold Watch. They have been represented at 4-
H Winnipeg Week, National 4-H Week in Toronto and National 
4-H Conference Week in Washington, DC. The following are 
highlights of 4-Hers' achievements through the years. 

1954 
Demonstrations played an important role in the Club. Every 

member had the opportunity to participate. In 1954, they won 
their first major award. A demonstration, "The Shirt Tale", won 
the Martinson Shield which is awarded to Provincial Champions 
in the Kiwanis Club Competition. This demonstration was put on 
by Erica Holtmann and Jean Corbett. 

The first Achievement Day was held April 21, 1954. Many 
members of the community attended. 

Club members also attended their first 4-H Rally held at 
Selkirk that year. 

1956 
Club Leader, Jean Mulligan, was chosen by the Manitoba 4-H 

Council to represent the Interlake District at the Minnesota State 
Fair. 

1959 
Rosser was the first club in Manitoba to initiate a yearly 

program. A schedule of interesting and challenging activities for 
each month of the year was drafted by the leaders and members 
and printed up into a folder. 

One of the major projects was to assist six newly-formed 
clubs in this area in program planning, educational displays, 

demonstrations and public speaking. All of the leaders and 
members took part. 

During the year, Rosser won awards at rallies for educational 
displays, demonstrations and parading. Prizes were awarded for 
members' articles exhibited at the Red River Exhibition and 
Brandon Exhibition. 

It proved to be a most rewarding year. In December, the 
Extension Service of the Department of Agriculture announced 
that the Rosser 4-H Sewing Club had won the Eaton's Shield for 
the highest scoring clothing club in Manitoba for 1959. 

1960 
Educational displays on "Murder that Moth" won the Grand 

Champion A ward. 

1963 - 1964 
The Martinson Shield was recaptured with a Junior 

demonstration, "Sure to Fit" by Bonnie Beachell and Diane Blair. 
The talented team of Beachell and Blair came back to win 

again the following year. This time, it was the Modern Farm 
Trophy for a Senior demonstration, "Shift-Success-ories". 

In 1964, the Rosser 4-H Sewing Club became the Rosser 
Home Economics Club. Interior design, handicrafts and foods 
were added as new projects for members to exnlore. 

1965 - 1966 
Five girls from Meadows under the leadership of Mrs. W. 

Hagborg, joined the Rosser Home Economics Club. 

1970 - 1971 
These were strong years for public speaking as the Club was 

honoured, in 1970, when Valerie Minaker reached the finals in 
the Kiwanis Public Speaking Competition. 

Laurel Hallick was the winner of the 1971 Junior Speech 
Competition. Lee Beachell was runner-up. 

1973 - 1974 
Debbie Blair and Valerie Krym won 1973 Junior Reserve 

Championship with their Demonstration, "Party Place Cards". 
Senior Reserve Champions were Lee Beachell and Laurel 
Hallick with 'Think Metric". 

Winners of the 1974 Senior and Junior Speech Competition 
were Laurel Hallick and Judy Malmas. They also won the Senior 
Demonstration Championship with "All Fur Fun". 

1975 
The Rosser Home Economics Club became Rosser 4-H Guys 

and Gals. A number of boys joined the club and new project 
choices such as woodworking. mechanics and hunter safety were 
added. 

"My Dog, Sparky" was Cathy Holtmann's subject when she 
won a crest and certificate in Junior Public Speaking. 

Also that year. Doris Beachell received recognition of her 
many years of service when she was given a 20-Year Leadersh ip 
Award. Mrs. Beachell was a special guest at the Club's January 
meeting. Joyce Cavenaugh presented the former Head Leader 
with the Leadership Award and the Club gave her a 4-H plaque. 
A specially decorated cake was served to mark the occasion. 

1976 
Cathy Holtmann and Valerie Krym won the Junior 

Demonstration with "Keeping Fit". Joy and Janet Lange were 
Reserve Champions with "Crafting with PomPoms". At Rally, 
Cathy Holtmann won the Food Bake-Off. Joy Lange won the 
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Dress Review and Marilyn Braun received a Silver Spoon for 
Handicrafts. 

1978 
Joy Lange received an Honourable Mention for her account of 

'The Point of No Return" in the use of drugs. 

1982 - 1983 
Jennifer Penner won the 1982 Junior Champion for her speech 

"Joys and Heartships of Lessons". 
Rosser 4-H Club celebrated its 30th anniversary with a tea. 

Former members and leaders were all invited to attend. 

1984 - 1985 
Jamie Penner won the 1984 Inter-District Public Speaking 

Competition. He also won the Regional Competition with his 
speech, "Jeremy". In Junior Competition, Chris Corbett won the 
Reserve Championship with his speech, "Bugs". 

Also in 1984, Jennifer Penner and Chris Corbett won the 
Interlake District Seniors Demonstration and also won the 
Regional Competition for "Stained Panes". 

Jamie Penner continued his winning ways, in 1985, when he 
won the Junior Regional Speech Competition and continued on 
to win the Provincial Competition with his speech, "What a 
Day". 

Single demonstrations began in 1985. Cindy Van De Walle 
won at the Inter-District Competition with her demonstration of 
"Good to the Last Crumb". 

1987 - 1990 
Heather Braun won the 1987-88 Junior Public Speaking 

award with her speech, "Drying Dishes". Cindy Van De Walle 
won in the Intermediate category with her speech, "Being a 
Teenager Is Not All It's Cracked Up To Be". Both girls 
presented their speeches at District Level. 

In 1988-89, Kristy Braun won in the Junior Speech category 
with, "What I Might Be When I Grow Up". Kevin Manchulenko 
won the Intermediate class with, "What It Is Like to Downhill 
Ski". These speeches were given at District Level as was Dean 
Van De Walle's single demonstration "Christmas in July". 

Ryan Braun won the 1989-90 Junior Public Speaking 
competition with his speech, "New Year's Eve". Dawn Marie 
Lawrence presented "Adventures in Babysitting" which won at 
club level. She went on to win Reserve Champion at the District 
Level. Illness prevented her from competing at the Regionals. 

Dean Van De Walle had an interesting single demonstration 
that year, it was entitled, "Tie It and Dye It". 

1990 - 1992 
The 1990-91 Junior Speech Competition was won by Angela 

Minaker with her speech entitled, "Brothers". Dawn Marie 
Lawrence won the Intermediate Level with "The Ups and Downs 
of Being the Youngest". 

Julie Hoas and Laura Burla's Junior Demonstration, "Apple 
Head Dolls", won the Championship at District Level. They were 
the runner-up team at the Regional Level. 

The following is a list of Charter Members in alphabetical 
order: Marvel Bergey; Caroline Chezick; Jean Corbett; Marilyn 
Harrold; Erika Holtmann; Janice Minaker; Linda Morrison: 
Patricia Morrison; Helen Mulligan; Betty Uszy; Barbara Wedge; 
Margaret Wedge and Pat Wedge. 

The following list of presidents from 1953 to present is in 
alphabetical, not chronological, order: 
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Bonnie Beachell, Lee Beachell, Judy Bergey, Debbie 
Blair, Diane Blair, Judy Blair, Kristy Braun, Marilyn 
Braun, Caron Childerhose, Chris Corbett, Jean 
Corbett, Marilyn Galbraith, Laurel Hallick, Helen 
Havixbeck, Cathy Holtmann, Erika Holtmann, 
Rosemarie Holtmann, Hildegarde Koch, Janet Lange, 
Joy Lange, Trevor Lange, Dawn Marie Lawrence, 
Valerie Minak~r, Janice Minaker, Patricia Morrison, 
Helen Mullig:.U1, Jamie Penner, Jennifer Penner, 
Patricia Poole, Sherry Rothwell, Tannis Simonson, 
Maureen Spurr, Frances Steeves, Cindy Van De 
Walle and Dean Van De Walle. 

Back Row: Brooke Cor/lell. Michael ROlhwell. Chrislie Mallchulellko. Ryall 
Braull . .fulie f/oas. Krisly Braull. ScalI CarliI'll, Allgela Millaka. Kalil' Morrisoll. 
Laura BIII'la. Lara Friesell. Brellda McDuff 
Sillillg: Allgie Mulligall, Sarah Morrisoll, Laura Mallchulellko, Lisa Burla. 

Rosser 4-H achie\·emellll'rograf)/me. April 12. 1988 

MEADOWS 4-H CLUB 
rCl'rilllcdji'(}/1I McadOll'S Celllellllial1970 

In 1965 and 1966 five girls IInder the leadership of'Mrs. 
Walter Haghorg took part in the Rosser 4-H Home Economics 
Clllh. In 1967, there were a sl!ff'iciellt nllmher ()f' children at 
Meadows to have a ellih of their own. On Octoher 28, 1966, the 
organi:atiollal meeting was held and officers were elected. Mr. 
Harold Ross, the agriclllfllral representative, outlined the aim of 



the 4-H program. There were 15 hovs taking the Woodworking 
proiecl. The new cluh was ./Inancial!y assisted hy the Meadows 
Women's Auxiliary and the Rosser 4-H Cll/h. Their first 
moneymaking proiect was to make and scI! gate signs, many 01' 
which can he seen as you drive hy MeadoH's. At their 
Achin'ement in April, Doug Carlson was declared the Grand 
Champion and Garry Pelt: was the Resen'e Champion. Doug 
was also a1;l'([rded the week at Gimli 4-H Camp. 

In 1967, the cluh /I([d a membership 01' 20, 16 hoys taking 
woodworking and 4 girls taking cooking. That veal' .lilllds were 
raised hy sharing the r(!fl!e proceeds ./i"om the coffee tahie 
donated to the Ladies WO/llen's Auxiliary by Mr. Haghorg. 
Martin Lange was the Grand Champion and Murray McDonnel! 
the Re.\'eITe Champion th(/{ year. Gordon McLeod won the Gimli 
Camp Award, along with Murray McDonnel!. The highlight 01' 
the year was a July hus trip to Morden. Due to late hanest 
con~litions the cluh ~/id not reorgani:e in 1968. In 1969 the cluh 
was started again with II hoys in the Woodworking Proiect and 
.lil'e taking,the Welding Proiect. Each year the hoys h(f\'e done 
puNic speaking and some h(/\'e done demonstrations. They h(f\'e 
also learned how to conduct a husiness meeting properly. Mrs. 
W. Haghorg is the cluh leader and Murray McLeod and Walter 
Haghorg teach the woodworking. The cluh is fortunate to /l(l\'e 
Mr. Ted Charko .fi'om Warren to teach the hoys welding. 'Each 
year the hoys h(/\'e enjoyed taking part in the 4-H Cluh Ral!ies. 
Meadows has a l'ery successfit! and enthusiastic cluh, due ro the 
wondo/it! cooperation ()t' the parenrs and the wil!ingness (It the 
hoys to take part. This year the girls are a{{ending the Warren 
4-H Home Economics Cluh. The cluh at Meadows is closed now 
the children helong to the Rosser 4-H Cluh. 

THE ROSSER HEIGHTS 4-H CLUB 
reprilllcd/;-olll Rossa Ripples 

On Octoher 22, 1958, Miss Joan Darhy, Home Economist, 
organi:ed the ./Irst 4-H meeting (if the Rosser Heights Zippere{{es 
Clothing Club at Wentworth school. The officers elected were: 
president - Diane Roche, l'ice president - Pat Bilous, secretary -
Leslie Lawrence, treasurer - El'elyn Hodgson, and cluh reporter 
- Arlene Sweetland. Leaders were Mrs. A. Morin, Miss B. 
McDougall, Alice Lawrence, Joyce Davis, and Mrs. W. 
McDougal!. Since that meeting the youth (It' the community hal'e 
shown aclive participation in al! forms (If' 4-J-/. Red and hlue 
rihbons have heen awarded for all the H'orthwhile projects 
completed. Public speaking and demonstrations hal'e played a 
major role in the annual program. Marching ([nd rallies alw([ys 
highlighted the year's activities. 

In June 1962, Leslie Lawrence honoured our club b)' heing 
crowned queen (~f'the Red Ril'er Exhihition. In the same year, the 
club was renamed the Rosser Heights Home Economics Cluh as 
new projects were introduced. Meetings were held in the 
members' homes until el'entually the increasing number caused 
us to hold them at the Central Community Hall. In 1968, sel'en 
1701'S were welcomed to our club taking handicrafts and 
w(;odworking pr()iects. Their leaders were Mr. J. Munro and Mr. 
R. Hudson. 

Annually one club memher is a camp delegate and in recent 
years, sel'~ral members have ([{{ended the conference week ([t 
'Winnipeg during the Easter holidays. As weI!, s'elected members 
excelling in all forms of 4-H have been awarded trips to 
nlIInerous poinrs throughout Canada and the United States. 

Our presenr president is Sheilagh Ryan, vice present is Karen 
Oatwav secretan is Beverlv Johnson, treasurer is Sandra 
Morris~;l and ell/i) reporter is Joan Hudsoll. The leaders are 

Mrs. L. Wedge, Mrs. A. Morrison, Mrs. J. Oaty\'(/y, Mrs. K. Ryan 
and Mr. R. Hudson. Junior leaders are Joan Hudson, Margaret 
White and Darlene Wedge. The membership is nineteen. 

GROSSE ISLE 4-H CLUB 

A sewing club, known as the Snappy Stitchers, was organized 
in 1958, There were II members under the leadership of Mrs. H. 
Mason and Mrs. K. Moore, The name was changed to Grosse Isle 
Home Economics in 1964 and members met until 1970. It 
became the Grosse Isle Multi Purpose Club in 1971 and finally 
the Grosse Isle 4-H Club in 1972, The club was discontinued in 
1987. 

Many courses were offered such as: clothing, foods, 
handicrafts, woodwork, music, photography and dog care in the 
early 1970's, Later home nursing, babysitting, leathercraft, 
hunter safety, St. John's Ambulance, outdoor living, adopt-a
grandparent and snowmobiling became available . 

The objectives of the movement were under constant revision 
to insure that 4-H courses were progressive and attuned to the 
interests of the members. Members and leaders developed skills 
that prepared them to meet the challenges of acting as team 
workers and leaders of "Community and Country". 

Communication played an important role, beginning when 
new members joined the club. They were encouraged to stand up 
in front of friends and speak on easy subjects. Members could 
compete at district, inter-district, regional and provincial 
competitions. Several received gold watches and trips - locally, 
nationally and internationally - to represent the Stonewall area. 
Karen Ridgeway and Heather Allen were two Provincial 
Champions of Junior demonstrations in 1961 and received the 
Martinson Shield. Their topic, "Be At Your Best", gave hints on 
good grooming. 

In 1979 the club was selected to participate in an open house 
Canada exchange, funded by the Secretary of State, and arranged 
by 4-H Canadian Council. On July 4, 1979, IS members and 5 
adults tlew to Newfoundland for 8 days as guests of the Pioneer 
Club in Manuels. The exchange was completed when the Pioneer 
members visited Manitoba later in July. Living in Newfoundland 
and Manitoba is much different. Members exchanged facts about 
commercial fishing and recreation for information on prairie 
farming methods and Manitoba tourist attractions. The program 
cemented friendships and left memories that will last a lifetime. 

Typical 4-f/ Rally. YOII call see rhe Grosse isle HOlile Ecollolilics elllli ill Ihe 
jiJregrolllld 
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Grosse Isle -/.-H group participating ill candlcliglJtillg ccrclJ/ony - No\'clJl!Jcr 8, 
1983, 
Top I-I': Kel/l Lil/e/Jo, [)ol'is Spurr, Wayil(' Calher,l', Randy Bf!l\'lel', Leanne 
Pa IIII('/' , Tracer Ridgell'ay, Shelley /-layden, Cindy Gal'I'ioch, Norllla Ridgell'a\', 
Nicole .failSI'll, Jolialilia .faIlSi'll, Karell [)iI\ 'idsOll, Killl Saver, JetI' Yaciak, [)e/J/Jie 
Ro/Jisoll, klal'il\'ll HO/III, 
Silfillg: TI'('\'or Borihisl/e, Cam/vII klcKelicirick, Ro/Jill Bmlhcrs/(Ill alld Briall 
NOl'(lk, 

In November. 1983 a special supper and program celebrated 
the c1ub's 25th anniversary. It was well attended by 4-Her's 
including one member and one leader from the club of 1958. A 
candle lighting ceremony completed the program which began 
with the original leader lighting the first candle followed by 
members from past club years until there were 25 candles 
burning. Another former leader brought greetings and cut the 
cake which had been baked and decorated by a past leader. 

One 4-H slogan. "For Friends. for Fun. for Learning". 
suggests recreation as a part of the program. Members and 
leaders participated in weekend family camping trips. swimming. 
bowling. skating. curling. pot luck suppers. tobogganing. and a 
family day at Rally. 

The Grosse Isle Club and its antecedents had approximately 
63 leaders and 180 members between 1958 and 1987. 

BITS AND BRIDLE CLUB 

The Grosse Isle Bits and Bridle 4-H Club was organized on 
October 17. 1980 as a result of the enthusiasm generated by Lee 
and Linda Miller. junior leaders. They started out under the 
leadership of Barbara Brotherston. The first club executive was 
made up of President Holly Bowler. Vice-President Teresa 
Bowler. Secretary Jackie Bowler, and Treasurer Bonnie 
Borthistle. 

The club is very active in fund raising activities which finance 
club projects, fun events and education. Raffles. horse shows, 
poker derbies. recycling and sales of various products have 
enabled members to go to the Brandon Winter Fair, training 
clinics, riding lessons. and fun events for everyone. They have 
hosted a Regional Horse Show, collected training videos for 
project use and offer incentive prizes as year end awards. 

To add to the enjoyment of the club year they try to include 
lots of fun activities. Their favourite always seems to be potluck 
suppers, the members request them frequently. Members are 
encouraged to attend district activities so that they get to know 
about other clubs and projects. 
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In 1983, as a community service project. they cleared a yard 
and hauled trash for an elderly couple. In 1984 they gathered and 
restored toys for children. More recently, they have collected 
Silverwoods Seals for the Grosse Isle Community Club and the 
Regional Light Horse 4-H Leaders Association and nominated a 
young farmer nominee to their Provincial Contest. 

In 1984, Mrs. Linda Scott became head leader. Currently, 
Mrs. Cheryle McClure is head leader assisted by Mrs. Linda 
Scott, Mrs. Ginney Barnett, Mrs. Yvonne Glenn and Mrs. Nancy 
Randall. 

Since 1983 many members have been chosen to represent the 
Interlake region at the Provincial Horse Show in Brandon. One 
year, half of the team were Bits and Bridle members. 

Most of the members are very enthusiastic horse people; they 
have excelled beyond 4-H winning top awards in both Western 
and English shows. Last year a members' horse was voted 
Manitoba's Horse of the Year 1991. At least one of the members 
will compete in the 1992 Manitoba Summer Games. 

The highlight of the year's work is finalized at the 
Achievement Day Awards night. Every year these hard working 
groups eagerly wait to discover who will be the winners of 
trophies for Most Improved Rider. Club Champion, Reserve 
Champion. Best Rider. Junior and Senior Horsemanship. For the 
last five years senior members from the club have received the 
Stonewall District High Point Rider Trophy. Many members 
have won district, regional, and provincial awards for Public 
Speaking and 4-H activity involvement. The leaders are also 
active in district, regional, and Provincial associations and have 
received awards as well. 

They are proud of their fine members, past and present, that 
the club has helped over the years. Today there are 75 members 
not all of whom are local Rosser youth. They come from many 
surrounding areas such as Winnipeg, Headingley, Sanford, 
Warren, Woodlands, Argyle, Stonewall, Stony Mountain and 
West St. Paul. 

HOl'Se Sholl' {If PCl/lersoll Farlll ill IiiI' earlY 1960's: Rosser Lighl /-101'.1'1' alld Pony 
.f.-I-I C/a/J 

ROSSER LIGHT HORSE AND PONY 4-H CLUB 
I'eprillfed ji-olll Ross('/' Ripples 

On NOl'ember 15. 1961. at Little MOllntain School emerged 
the second horse ellih to start ill Manitoba, Under the direction 
(!f'Mr. Harold Ross. Agriellltllral Representati1'e. t/ze ellih was 
organi::.ed alld selected its name. Those joining were: Carl and 



Leonard Anderson, Laurie Beachell, George Hutron, Gary 
johnson, Raymond Kroll, Linda Lawrence, Ross Patrerson and 
Rodd)' Wedge, later to be joined by Bobby Poole, Reg Patrerson 
and Linda Murphy, The local leader was Mr, Percy Hudson 
assisted by Mr. Alan Beacl]"!1 and Mr. Herb Kroll. 

During the first year club members and parents met at Tom 
Pauerson'sfor riding and horsemanship lessons. 

When a fire destroyed the Anderson barn and horses, the club 
sponsored a /illid raising horseshow wlzich became a popular 
annual event. The club Izorseslzow, well auended by horselovers 
./i"om near and far, has been Izeld at tlze 1z(J171e of Mr. Tom 
PaUerson. Mr. PaUerson was loccil leader o{ the club /i"om 1964 
until 1969. 

Achie\'ement Day is held at the end o{ tlze 4-H year. Trophies 
donated by interested people are competed for. In 1968 many 
members competed in the Brandon Horseshow for 4-H' ers and 
came home with approximately 20 ribbons. Many club members 
Izal'e gone on to higlz standards of achiel'ement. 1. Ross 
PaUerson won G. Hutton trophy for three consecllfive years -
was presented with a small trophy to keep. 2. In 1966-67 Rick 
Patrerson and Bruce Hudson represented tlze club and tlze 
Interlake at Red River Exhibition H'itlz their demonstration - tlzey 
placed 2nd in Manitoba. 3. 1967-68 Shirley Morrison and 
Clzeryle Morrison receil'ed Resel'l'e Clzampion for tlzeir 
demonstration at Red River Exhibition. 4. 1967-68 Darlene 
Wedge - Reserve.Jr. Clzampion in Public Speaking at Stonewall. 
5. In 1968-69 Rick Pauerson and Bruce Hudson again won tlze 
Interlake demonstrations at Grosse Isle. 

Leaders wlzo have contributed to the success o{ the club are: 
Messers: P. Hudson, T. Patterson, J. Morrison, L. Wedge, H. 
Kroll, A. Beachell, Mesdames H. MIIIPhJ', J. Lillebo, D. Langille, 
L. Scott and Miss C. Morrison. 

The Rosser Light Horse and Pon)' Club has come a long way 
since 1961 - witlz Izard work on behalf o{ the leaders and 
members and encouragement /i"om many/hends. 

Salldra Whilehead wilh 4-H call al SlOlIewall Fal Slock sholl' alld 4-H Be~l COII/

pelilioll, 1961. (Johll Whilehead assislillgJ 

Boh Miller \\'ilh his -/-H calt: 1935 

Kelvill Sle\\'arl rullll('/' lip alld .fohll Miller Gralld Champioll al)l!lll 1973 

Lee Miller \\'ilh her Imph,\' ill 1976 

229 



230 

ROSSER 
ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL 



VII LEISURE ACTIVITIES 

Community Halls 
Lilyfield Hall 

A Successful Community Project 
Little Mountain Sports and Community Club 
Grosse Isle Recreation Club 
Meadows Community Club 

Artists 
Music at Grosse Isle School 

Picking Stones by Dolly Dellllis, 
tmlecJion oj Mr. alld Mrs. LOll Banias 



LILYFIELD HALL 

Lilxfield Hal! bllill ill 1909.l'ho/O lakell ill 1961. 

The Lilyfield Hall was built during the year 1909. conceil'ed 
in all by a CO/71mon desire (if' the community to establish such a 
center. Ten-dollar shares were sold to pnance the l·enture. S..I. 
Newell and F. Ferguson were hired as carpenters and were 
lIndoubtedlv assisted bv wil!inf!, l'olllnteers. It is interesting to 
note that t';e total amo;/nt expe~lded to December 31. 1910 was 
$585.20. Lumber was pllrchased /i'om JD. McArthur and Co. 
Winnipeg. On March 29, 1910 an organi:ational meeting (if' 
shareholders was held in tlze hal! to establish name of'the 
company as the Lilyf'ic!d Social and Literary Association and to 
name the fh'e original directors herewith named. John Haddow 
president, John E. Stewart secretary treaSlIrer, Murdock D. 
Conquergood, A(f'red Oatway, Robert Comrie. An inaugllral bal! 
to ()tficial!y open the new hal! was held on April I, 1910. A 
replica of' a printed im'itation for that auspicious occasion is 
shown. The hal! continued to selTe as a usefillfilliction as the 
center (if' social and community actil'ities in the district down 
throllolz the veal's. " . 

:JI~< 5?i!'f~)Ji<!'J Jeri' CHarOn!) '<9,,<,t t{\e pCeu,,,,e of tl',e 

com'pClI1~J ... ~r 

"11~,i, 

~fi l~t(fnl1"uf 93ul'l' 
to £e f._Cd in tl:e 91<., J{:'fI', :j~i'lu!) «'<nin:), (f,ni!' :l\,.,t, 

ulnelNO l!utuheJ (1IHI tl.! 11 , ut "'~J f~t-tlii'tt~,. 
p ~ 11101'1 r 55[5 

MilS. J. HADDOW 

MRS" ST(WART 

MAS G M SIoI1TH 
TICKU~ S' .00 

J. STEWART, 
SlCRETARY 

A meeting to organi:e the Lilyfield Community Club was held 
at the home (if' Mr. and Mrs. Rob't Dean on Tuesday. December 
10. 1935 and the fol!oH'ing execlltil'e elected: Arthur Oatway 
president. Matthew Phipps l'ice president, Jessamine Lauder 
secretary treaSllrer, Mrs. Conquergood, Mrs. Aif Oatway, Mrs. 
Robert Dean, Mrs. R. McGuire, Aljiwl Oatway, John Whitehead. 
Membership fee was set at ten cents per annum. Among other 
planned social functions the club decided to produce a play 
entitled, "The Eighteen Carat Boob." 
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IDr. anri ~lr£. ~. Haririum 
rrquest the QTeasure nf the rnntt1anQ nf 

un the rurning uf ~ltgll£t 31st / 9/0 

at b,tn!?ftrTrl fIan 
in hunur uf their 

25th c;~nnilltr5ar£ 

~1trLcing 8.30 n\:lnck 
'1<"$.q1.1'. 

,11nunt '1{o!'al '1'.(1). 

IIll'italion - 251h Weddillg Annil'e/'sarr (Mr, & klrs. Johll Haddow) 

This was the heginning oj' an actil'e and satis/.\·ing period in 
the social lifc oj'tem community. We didn't h([1'e much money but 
we sure had a jol!y good time. The going admission fcc for a 
dance was 35 cents for adults and a lady hringing a cake was 
admittedfi·ee. A four-piece orchestra charged $12.00. 

Many plays were produced during this era and a considerahle 
l'ariety oj' other forms (ij' entertainment, such as whist dril'es, 
dances, (Old Timers, Hard Times. Valentine and Leap Year). 
True or false. spelling bees. box socials, annual Christmas 
concerts, fowl suppers, political mecrings, rate payers meetings, 
to mention some ()j'the actil'ities. 

At a properly called meeting on Decemher 8. 1941 the hal! 
society and Lilyflc!d Commllnity Club amalgamated under the 
latter name, and the following board elected. This hoard 
accepted responsihility of hall maintenance and a program (ij' 
reno1'([tion was subsequently carried out. The hoard consisting (ij' 
.I. Lauder. R.T. Comrie, C.c. Stewart. EL. Lawrence and .J. 
Whitehead. 

During the ear'-v 1960's community interest waned {fnd a 
series (!f' puhlic meetings were held to discuss future plans. The 
el'entual decision arril'ed at on April 8, 1968 was to incOljJorate 
the hal! property hy tra1l.';fcr (ij'deed and residue of' all monies 
remaining Ci/fer commitments were met in filiI. he handed O\'er to 
the Lilyfield United Church. 

reprinted fi'om Rosser Ripples 

Lilyfield Hall was demolished shortly after the 1968 decision 
to abandon operations. Even so, some interesting tidbits of 
historical interest can still be added to round out the earlier write
up reprinted above. 

The Stewart families have long been stalwarts among 
Lilyfield residents. It should be noted that one of the first events 
ever held in the Hall was a 25th wedding anniversary celebration. 
Family and friends of Mr. and Mrs. Alex Stewart gathered there 
to extend congratulations in the fall of 1910. 

In 1922, a ~climactic disaster contributed major inconvenience 
for frequenters at the Hall. It was discovered after the destructive 
cyclone of that year that the outhouses had been blown away. 

A SUCCESSFUL COMMUNITY PROJECT 

About 1927 there was a need for funds for the skating rink 
which triggered the production of a theatrical perfonmmce. The 



play, with a cast of ten, was first staged at Rosser then at Poplar 
Point and finally at Grosse Isle. 

If my memory serves me correctly we raised a total of about 
$150 which would be equal to $1,000 today. I can't recall the 
name of the production but I do recall that Cliff Childerhose and 
Stan Lang were Jewish partners in a business and I played the 
part of a smart-alec office boy. 

I am enclosing a picture of the entire cast with names 
attached. I would be interested to know if any of the rest of the 
cast are surviving. Since it took place 64 years ago, and all the 
rest of the cast were adults then, the chances are slim. I have 
nothing but pleasant and rewarding memories of my association 
with those who participated in this community project. 

Casr (!Fa rliearricalprojecr dOlle ill Rosser aroulld 1927. 
Back rOil': Ed Bell. Hellry Srenes. Orroll Bergey. 

- J. Collins 

Cellire: Hell'll O)1'ell. Lesrer Bergey. Violer Mulligall. Florellce BUrI/s. 
Frolli: CIUrChilderhose. James Collills. Srall Lallg 

LITTLE MOUNTAIN SPORTS AND 
COMMUNITY CLUB 

The first meeting of the Little Mountain Sports and 
Community Club was held on May 6, 1946. This became a very 
active club for many years. It provided fellowship and social 
enjoyment for the young and old of the district. 

In early years the club had a very active senior fastball team as 
well as a junior team. In order to promote this activity many 
social evenings, card parties, and dances were held in aid of the 
purchase of sports equipment. These social evenings, while 
primarily a fund raising endeavour, were always eagerly 
anticipated by families in the community for the fellowship they 
provided. Making and maintaining a skating rink for the school 
children of Little Mountain School was another club project for 
several years. 

One can make some interesting comparisons by looking at 
records of some of the financial expenditures recorded from 1946 
to 1953, the years that the club was in operation. For instance, a 
three cent stamp was required on all cheques and a first class 
letter needed a four cent stamp. An invoice listed the cost of the 
ingredients purchased to make I unch for a dance held at the 
school on November 22, 1946. They were as follows: I pound of 
coffee, 42 cents; I pound of loaf sugar, 12 cents; bologna, 15 
cents; salmon fillets, 77 cents; 8 loaves of bread at 2 for 15 cents, 
for a total of 60 cents; 2 pounds of butter, 82 cents; meat spread, 
16 cents; and cheese, 17 cents. The total cost was $3.21. Borax 

was used to make the floor slippery enough to dance on. One 
pound of it cost 20 cents. On June 16. 1948 two dozen softballs 
were purchased from the Department of Health for $15 per dozen 
plus 8% sales tax for a total of $32.40. On April 25, 1950. 20-
dozen doughnuts were supplied for another function: they cost 
$7.00. 

The social functions themselves often provided amused. or 
quite possibly amazed. recollections as the following will 
illustrate. Coffee was customarily made in a copper boiler on a 
wood-fired tin stove in the basement of the school. The basement 
lighting was poor as it was supplied by a coal oil lantern. On one 
occasion a member of the lunch committee had just finished 
stirring the coffee and commented that it seemed unusually thick. 
On close examination, a man's fur hat was discovered to have 
fallen into the open boiler. After the hat was fished out there was 
a hasty meeting of the lunch committee. Since there was no more 
hot water or coffee. they decided to serve it. No hint of the 
dilemma was divulged to the guests and there were many 
compliments on the fine coffee provided that evening. 

Little Mountain School was the centre of Little Mountain 
Sports and Community Club activities for a number of years; 
however, the introduction of television and the enlargement of 
school areas brought this to an end. Those of us who were 
fortunate enough to have lived during that era have many happy 
recollections of by-gone days and evenings. 

GROSSE ISLE RECREATION CLUB 

This club was formed in the 40's, most of the baseball games 
were played in the school grounds and a triangle of land across 
the road in the RM of Rockwood. In 1946 a need for more 
property for baseball was required. Under the supervision of 
Ross Angst and Bob Lefley a committee was formed and six 
acres of land was purchased from E.R. James, to form the 
Memorial Park. The community was canvassed and the price of 
the land, $600. was raised through this canvass. Work began 
immediately. Trees were planted and a ball diamond was made. 

Over the next several years many good teams were fielded 
from Grosse Isle. A junior team, coached by Ross Angst, was 
available to play invitational games. At that time there were no 
leagues as we know them today. There was also a men's hardball 
team and one could hear catcher Harry Attree urge players to, 
"Get in the game". 

Old Grosse Isle Hall opelled ill NO\'emher 1959 
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In 1958 it was decided that a hall should be put on the 
property. An army building was purchased and by November, 
1959 the building was ready for use. Volunteers worked endless 
hours to have the facility ready for Helen James' wedding 
reception. The hall was officially opened on February 5, 1960. 

The dream of those who had worked so hard was shattered in 
March, 1966 when the facility was burned to the ground. Plans 
were immediately set in motion to replace the hall at a new 
location on the grounds. A new modern building was complete 
and opened in December, 1967 as a Centennial project. In 1985 a 
further addition was built giving the community the excellent 
facility with modern equipment that we have today. 

Grosse Isle Hall opl.'llcd ill Dl.'cl.'lIliJer 1967 

AddiriolllO Grosse Isle Hall ill 1985.I,/iolO IiIkl.'lI ill 1992 

Meanwhile, changes were also made to the baseball 
diamonds. A smaller diamond on the ground is used for 
children's games and/or fastball games. There is also a play yard 
with swings, slides, etc., for younger members of the community. 
There is also an outdoor shelter in the area by the hall. The 
hardball diamond was ripped up, levelled and grassed and a 
chain-link fence was erected around the outer perimeter of the 
diamond. Jeff and Harry Attree played many a baseball game in 
their day and, later. were avid fans of the Grosse Isle Blue Jays 
along with brother Bill. Jeff passed away in 1982. Harry and Bill 
continue their interest in the hardball team and Grosse Isle minor 
baseball along with the support of the Recreation Club. A new 
name "Attree Field" has replaced the old name of "Ball 
Diamond". 

The Recreation Club has sponsored several ball teams from 
Grosse Isle. Teams are made up of boys and girls from Grosse 
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AlireI.' Field III Grosse Isle 

Isle, Rosser, Meadows and Marquette and are part of the 
Highway 6 and 7 League. Grosse Isle is home base for these 
teams but coaches come from Rosser and Meadows; practices are 
held in these villages as well. In 1992 it became compulsory for 
all players to wear a proper uniform. This necessitated putting 
out a considerable amount of money to buy them; however, the 
teams look like ball players and we are proud of them. 

These same children, mostly boys, also play hockey. They 
play out of the Warren arena and the local fathers help with the 
coaching. Over the past several years, ringette has been popular 
with the girls. In 1992 the girls are beginning to play hockey 
instead - and it seems that hockey is growing in popularity with 
them. 

.Ialll !,ail curlillg III Grosse Isle 

Another event that the Recreation Club sponsors is the spring 
carnival. This takes place on the outdoor rink where the main 
event is "Jam Pail Curling". This has been very popular with 
young and old. The day begins with a Pancake Breakfast and 
ends with a "Chili Supper" and dance. The outdoor rink located 



on the school grounds has served as the "hub of winter activity" 
since the 1920's and still serves the community well. The old 
shack with the "pot belly" stove has been replaced with a new 
facility, electrically heated. The "old lanterns" have been 
replaced by several flood lights that give excellent lighting for 
evening hockey. It is interesting to note that the ice surface is 
flooded with the Rosser fire department's water-truck. This 
makes the job much easier than dragging hoses and emptying 
tubs from sleighs which was the flooding method for many years. 

A very active group of members spend many hours preparing 
and serving meals which supply the necessary dollars to support 
activities for the young and old of the community. 

A COllllllllllily shOll'cr a! Grossc Islc ill 1957. 

MEADOWS COMMUNITY CLUB 

Two clubs began in connection with building a new hall at 
Meadows. Everyone enjoyed the social evenings which were 
held at the school house. but its limited space and facilities were 
decided disadvantages. It seems that Mrs. Hunter and Mrs. Vi 
Mykle were the organizers and got the community interested in 
the hall project. On March 12. 1926, the ladies of the district met 
to form an organization called the Ladies' Social Club. The 
President was Mrs. Hunter and the Secretary-Treasurer was Mrs. 
Mykle. The original members were Mrs. Hunter, Mrs. Bras, Mrs. 
Smith, Miss Carroll, Mrs. V. Hagborg, Mrs. Mykle, Mrs. Jacklin, 
Mrs. Sweet, Mrs. Curtis, Mrs. Johnston, Mrs. Kroeker, Mrs. 
Ander, Mrs. Carlson, Mrs. F. Wysocki, Miss K. Jordan, Mrs. H. 
Wilson, and Delcie Wilson. The ladies' first project was to make 

Box Social held al Mcado\\'s ill 197.710 raise 1l1OlleyJ!Jr Ihe hall 

an autographed quilt which was raffled in December. The family 
of Mrs. V. Hagborg still has the autographed portion of the quilt. 
On August 7, 1926, the first of the fund raising barn dances was 
held in the loft of Carlson's barn. Three hundred and twenty-five 
people attended and the net proceeds were $100.00. Since the 
ladies were working so hard for a common goal. the men decided 
that they, too, should organize. In December of 1926, they held a 
meeting and decided to call themselves the Men's Business Club. 
The President was R.C. Bras; Vice-President, A. Mykle; 
Secretary, E. Ander; Treasurer, P.P. Kroeker; and the Directors 
were V. Hagborg, G. Johnson, and A. Hunter. The men met at 
various homes for their monthly business meetings which were 
followed by a game of cards. The building known at Crisman's 
Shack later became their "Clubhouse". 

IV/clllhcrs o(Mcadows COllllllllllilr C/lih. 193/ 
Bock No\\': ;1. Kirk. E. Moorc (lIlIl1Icr) . .1. Moorc. L. Gml1l (Kclllp). A. I/oghorg. 
[). McCliish (Cor/soll).;I. Cor/soil. 
Midd/c No\\': Mrs. HlIlllcr. Mr. HlIll!cr. Mrs. Bras. Mr. Bras. IV!rs. I'. Corlsoll. Mr. 
I'. Car/soil. Mrs. Alldcr. Mr. Alldcr. H. I/oghorg 
Frol1l [(o\\': C. Hoghorg. Mrs. Wrsodi. Mr. Wrsodi. Mrs. A. IVlrk/c. Mr. I\. 
Mrk/c. Mrs. 1". Haghorg. Mr. \. Hoghorg. Mrs. Kwc/;cr. Mr Kwc/;cr 

Building a new hall was the main topic of discussion and on 
March 7, 1928, they decided to call the hall the Meadows 
Community Hall and prepared to get the necessary Articles of 
Incorporation. In April, 1928, a meeting was called for both 
groups, the Ladies' Social Club and the Men's Business Club, 
and the motion to amalgamate under one name, the Meadows 
Community Club, was made and carried. Mr. V. Carlson was 
elected President. E. Ander, Secretary. Mrs. A. Hunter, Vice
President and Mrs. A. Mykle, Treasurer. The books of the Men's 
Business Club were closed. The names on the Letters Patent of 
Incorporation were: V. Carlson, E. Aneler, A. Hunter, V. 
Hagborg, C. Hagborg, J. Smith, Vi Mikle, Mrs. Hunter, Johanna 
Carlson and Ethel Wilson. Trustees, A. Hunter. V. Hagborg, and 
C. Hagborg were appointed to make arrangements for building 
the hall. In April. 1928 the site for the building was donated by 
Mr. Brown of Toronto. Things began to move quickly and all 
labour was volunteer. Gravel had been hauled during the winter 
so they were all set to start construction. The contact for lumber 
went to Empire Sash and Door for $1450.00 and the cement and 
brick were $269.00. Meanwhile, the club continued to hold pie 
socials, card parties, teas, sales of work. and of course, the July 
Barn Dance at Carlson's was also held. The July 23,1927 dance 
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was attended by 450 people and netted $215.00. Barn dances 
were also held on July 14, 1928 and July 27, 1929. The last 
dance was attended by 700 people who came from miles around. 
They always had a raffle at the dance and Honourable H.A. 
Boivin, M.P. made the draw. 

Meadows Hall opened Decemher 7.1928 

After a summer of hard work and long hours, the night for the 
official opening finally came. On Friday, December 7, 1928, a 
chicken supper and dance was held and Mr. Percy Beachell 
declared the hall officially open. The building was 60 feet by 30 
feet, complete with a lighting plant and furnace. The interior was 
not completed until 1930. It is noteworthy that the club started 
out with $1650.00 and only needed to borrow $600.00. During 
these early years the Club was very active. Monies were given to 
charities and needy residents were helped. In 1934, they donated 
$50.00 towards grading and gravelling the road between 
Meadows and Rosser. Card parties were often held and shuffle 
board and badminton were played in the hall. Dances were held 
during the summer seasons. In 1932, the Club investigated the 
possibility of building a curling rink at Meadows but decided that 
the $700.00 estimate was far too high at that time. They always 
maintained a skating rink. In 1952, a new rink was made on the 
property donated by Mr. V. Hagborg. The grounds were cleared 
and levelled, a pump shack moved, flood lights put in, a well 
drilled and boards put up. It is unfortunate that this rink is no 
longer in operation and most of the equipment has been sold. 
Many happy times and bruised knees remain in the memory of 
those who used the rink. Throughout the thirties the annual 
chicken supper and dance was the main event of the year. In 
1946, Mr. V. Carlson, was made Honourary President of the 
Club. When the new well was drilled for the new school, the 
Community Club paid one half of the cost. In 1938, they bought 
a gift for each child on the Rosser Municipality relief roll. A new 
porch was added on to the hall in 1953 at a cost of $1250.00. 
Also in 1953, Marquette put on picture shows in the hall. The 
next two years Mr. Harris from Winnipeg put on picture shows 
once a week in the hall. In 1957 the electric stove was bought so 
the ladies could more easily put on wedding suppers. During 
recent years an annual picnic has been held at Twin Beach. The 
hall is mainly used for banquets and dances. 

The officers of the club in 1970 were: President, Walter 
Hagborg; Vice-President, Murray McLeod; and Secretary
Treasurer, Grant Johnson. On July 25th there was a Manitoba 
Centennial Reunion at the hall. Approximately 350 to 400 people 
came home to enjoy the activities. There was a rock display and a 
draw on a handcrafted rock table donated by Victor and Bessie 
Hagborg. The proceeds went to the Community Club. There were 
picture displays, outdoor activities, and lots of visiting. A dinner 
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Meadmt's Hall Clean Up - inside and out (old hall) 

was served, followed by a special centennial cake cutting and an 
enjoyable dance. On November 27, the senior citizens of our area 
were honoured at a special dinner to make Manitoba's 100th 
birthday. A Manitoba plate and key rings were presented to each 
senior by the Community Club. The Meadows Centennial 1970 
book prepared by a committee of six ladies on behalf of the 
Women's Auxiliary was available during the activities that year. 

Because of serious deterioration of the basement of the hall 
the building would soon be condemned. Serious discussions were 
once again under way to find means of moving the hall off the 
foundation and back off the highway a short distance. 

On October 17, 1970, a walkathon was planned to begin a 
building fund for the proposed changes. There were 54 
participants ages 4 to 56 who walked four laps of five miles each. 
A total of $1500 was realized and the building fund had a small 
nest egg. 

In the fall of 1970, the shuffleboard was painted on the floor 
and family fun nights were in full swing, with different families 
responsible for evening activities. 

A building fund committee chaired by Grant Johnson, bid, at 
public auction, on an army building on Kenaston Boulevard in 
Winnipeg. Their bid was accepted and the large structure had to 
be demolished and cleaned up by May 31 st. Volunteers and 
trucks started on April 19, 1971 to dismantle and salvage all 
good material and haul and store them at Meadows in preparation 
for the proposed expansion of the hall. Any extra lumber, 
plumbing supplies, doors and hardware were sold and the money 
put towards the growing building fun. On December 7, 1971, 
Gunnar Norberg was elected President; Jake Braun, Vice
President; and Isla Hagborg, Secretary-Treasurer. On March 18, 
1972, a building committee consisting of Emil Hoas, Laurent 
Lecoq, Walter Hagborg, Jake Braun, Dennis Mulligan and 
Gunnar Norberg was organized. The discussions included land 
requirements, moving the hall, size and plans of an addition, the 
building and health codes to be followed and the proposal of 
applying for a grant from the government. The building fund 
required a loan from the South Interlake Credit Union and many 
local people co-signed, guaranteeing this loan. Meanwhile, the 
ladies were busy graphing out plans for washrooms, cloak rooms, 
and kitchen facilities and looking at colors for walls, carpeting, 
tables and curtains. 

A Local Initiatives Programme grant was extended to 
Meadows Hall and Marquette Curling Club jointly, and work got 
under way in October, 1972 under the capable supervision of 



Verner Johnson. More land had been purchased, North American 
Lumber drew up the approved plans, and Friesen Brothers moved 
the hall to its new location and the dream of a modern facility 
was beginning to take shape. A New Year's dance was held in 
the unfinished hall to bring in the new year, 1973. The Local 
Initiative Programme grant paid wages to the workers for the 
reconstruction of the building but many hours of volunteer work 
was required to put on the last touches of paint and stain and to 
make and hang new drapes. On February 17, 1973 at a banquet 
and dance, Mrs. Vi Mikle, first President of the Ladies Club of 
1926, handed MLA Harry Enns the scissors to officially cut the 
ribbon and declare the new hall open. A painting of geese in a 
grain field by Mr. Ren James is a focal point of the new 3,000 
square foot hall, with its knotty pine panelling and brightly lit 
kitchen. 

Mcadows Hal/lII01'cd al/d rCl/om/cd. o/j/cially opcl/cd Fclm{{{rv 17. 1973 

P{/il//il/g il/ Mc{/dol1's Hall hy NCII Jalllcs 

The loan co-signed by many community members had to be 
paid off. Monthly dances were planned, work groups organized 
and all catering planned through the Women's Auxiliary. 
Monthly 200 Club draws ran for two years. The sum of $986.00 
was also turned over to the Community Club when the Meadows 
Credit Union was officially closed. On December 3, 1976 
Gunnar Norberg, assisted by Iris Johnson and Dennis Mulligan, 
happily participated in the mortgage burning ceremony. The 
flaming piece of paper symbolized many hours of volunteer work 
and co-operation. 

The cost of the remodelling was estimated at $30,000 of 
which $18,000 was a South Interlake Credit Union Loan. It was a 
happy evening for this small farm community to once again have 
their own hall, paid in full. 

On November 3, 1978, a dinner and social evening was held 
to celebrate the 50th anniversary. Guests at the gathering 
included 21 honourary members who were presented with pewter 
wine goblets and corsages. A program was held and Carl 

Simonson, President, "emceed" the evening. The Honourable 
Harry Enns spoke about unity and heritage building good 
Canadians and pointed out the fact that small communities such 
as Meadows could set a good example of living in harmony. 

1928 =50= 

You are cordially invited to attend a 

DINNER and SOCIAL EVENING 

to celebrate the 

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 

of the 

MEADOWS COMMUNITY HALL 

Friday, November 3rd, 1978, at 6 :30 p.m. 

MEADOWS HALL 

1978 

Please telephone Edith Johnson, 322-5524 or Susan Braun, 

322-5643, on or before October 20th, if you are able to 

attend. 

cM.ea.dou.r~ Community C{ub 

ti ce:fe:fr.w.tLng 

the:L'7.. 60th dlnnLueua.'7..Y 

'!Jou au i.nuited to a 

:Di.nnn and :Dance: 

at cM.eadou.r~ Community dfa{{ 

on c:Satuul.a.y , :Dece:mbn 3, 1988 

CocktaLf~ 6:00 p.m. 

:DLnnn 6:30 p.m. 

$10 p.e:'7.. peuon 

90'7.. U:l.£'7..<JatLon~ phone 322-5574 

0'7.. 322-5638 

by dVouembn 15th 

December 3, 1988 took us to the 60th anniversary. A special 
evening was held for members, past members who have left the 
community and guests. Our head table seated 16 honourary 
members. Everyone was entertained with musical presentations 
by the Mennonite and Swedish Choirs. Greetings were brought 
by MLA Harry Enns, Reeve Alan Beachell, Councillor Gunnar 
Norberg, President, Ron Braun and Nels Malmas who presented 
the story of the hall. There were picture displays of days gone by 
and wedding dresses to represent each of the ten years were on 
display. Isla Hagborg and Janis Boonstra entertained with their 
poetry. After dinner music was provided by Leo Lachance, who 
had played at the hall in the 40's and 50's. 

Since the major reconstruction there have been ongoing 
improvements. A storage room was added on the north side, an 
underground water cistern was built, a wheel chair ramp and a 
sheltered entrance was built over the main door, a ball park and 
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Mennonile "Choir" singing al60lh Anni\'ersary of Hall 

SII'edish GrollI' singing 01 60lh Ilnnil'aS!IIT or arriml in Canada. lvl('adllll"s -
1989 

playground area was established and skating rinks maintained 
and solar heat panels were added to the roof. A number of new 
trees were planted to beautify the yard. Air conditioning was the 
most recent addition. 

Showers, tiny-tots, vacation bible school, summer playground 
activities, family fun nights, Halloween parties, physical fitness 
classes, 4-H activities, first aid courses, ball games, church 
services and picnics, club picnics, family gatherings, teas, bake 
sales, flea markets, craft sales. farm and political meetings, a 
Christmas noon hour luncheon with municipal council members 
and wives as guests, a pot luck Christmas dinner with a 
programme and Santa. dinner dances. weddings, socials. 
anniversaries and retirements are among many of the functions 
that take place. 

The hall is run with work groups as janitors and no money is 
paid for custodial work or to the caterers who serve the meals. 
Most members at one time or another have served on the board. 
The list of officers would be too lengthy to print. Because of 
community spirit the Meadows Community Club has survived. 
The original members would be proud and happy that the hall. 
now in its 65th year, is still the centre of our small community. 
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reprinted from Meadows Centennial 1970. 
updated by Delphie Norberg 

MUSICIANS AND ARTISTS 

MUSIC 

Music has always played an important part in the 
entertainment life of the communities in Rosser Municipality. 
Back through the years there have been many people too 
numerous to name who have contributed their talents to the 
enjoyment of others. To begin listing all the church organists. 
gifted teachers, and local people who played and sang is a task 
only for the brave. Instead perhaps it would be wiser to talk about 
the many types of events where these people would display their 
talents. 

Before the advent of television which enabled us to "stay in" 
for an evening's entertainment, most people went to concerts and 
dances at the local school or hall. There one would find the local 
talent showcased through the evening. There was fiddling and 
singing and piano playing. Banjos and pianos and saxophones 
and even the bagpipes had toes tapping, hands clapping and 
voices raised in sing-a-longs. The chairs would be cleared and 
the dance floor would be filled while the band-if playing in the 
1930's-would be paid the princely sum of $1.50 for providing the 
evening's entertainment. Out would come violins, and mouth 
organs and guitars and, accompanied by the ever present piano, 
the halls would resound for hours. 

School concerts were opportunities for the children to play 
and sing as well as present their acting talents for the 
communities. Teachers did much to foster the talents of their 
students from those in one room schools with small enrolments 
of the past to the present amalgamated schools with larger 
enrolments. Also, Sunday School and church offered 
opportunities for the creative talents of teachers and children to 
shine. 

In difficult economic times, music offered an inexpensive 
escape into fun from the worries of life. In homes, churches, 
schools and halls people met to forget their troubles as they 
laughed, sang and danced. 

Often there were family legacies of talent and instruments 
handed down through generations. Families abounded where 
instruments and voices blended in constant musical refrains. 
However, for those whose genes or relatives didn't supply the 
necessary mociels or lessons, the communities have been blessed 
with many talented teachers who shared their skills and love of 
music. Many of the names are gone now, but perhaps one does 
deserve mention because of the longevity and widespread effect 
she had on the musical life of the municipality. 

Laura Lovatt first came to the Grosse Isle community to teach 
school in 1930. She taught there for three years. Economic 
hardships and declining enrolment forced her to leave and she 
taught in Morden for the next three years. Marriage to Ren James 
brought her back to the community where her considerable music 
talents enriched the lives of many people. Laura taught piano in 
her home and numerous are the children who trekked across the 
fields from the school at noon to receive lessons. She encouraged 
students in other instruments such as guitar or organ as well as 
voice. When she and Mr. James moved into the Village of Grosse 
Isle she helped a great deal with the music program at the school. 

Laura James shared her musical gifts with all during her 
lifetime of playing for church, concerts, dances and sing-songs. 
Although she taught many very talented people who continued 
on to great achievement, her goal was to encourage everyone to 
enjoy music. This attitude is evident in her message to students at 
Grosse Isle School when she said, "What a dull and boring place 
the forest would be if the only birds who sang were the ones who 
sang the best." 



Laura Lovatt lames's final gift to the communities she loved 
is the Laura lames Scholarship. This award was established in 
her memory with funds given by her family, her many 
neighbours and friends, and her former pupils. It is presented 
each year at the Rockwood Festival of the Arts, an event she 
helped to found. 

What a legacy she left the communities; her original pupils, 
now grown, share their knowledge and enjoyment of music. Her 
work continues, in ever-widening circles enabling us all to "listen 
to the music!" 

MEMORIES OF MUSIC 
AT GROSSE ISLE SCHOOL 

After 1971, Grosse Isle students began to take part in a 
choral/music program which took shape gradually and grew over 
the years. Their presentations gave parents and friends much 
pleasure, as well as giving the students a realization that they had 
artistic talents. 

The Grosse Isle choirs performed with distinction both locally 
and provincially. Their presentations were heard at school teas 
and remembrance services; Festival concerts and competitions; 
Christmas operettas; Interlake regional choral workshops at 
Stonewall, Teulon, Ashern and Winnipeg; Women's Institute 
conferences; Centennial Concert Hall; shopping centres; and, 
provincial AMAF concerts at Brandon. Needless to say, facilities 
in which these performances took place varied widely. Probably 
the most humorous situation was the performance at a Selkirk 
school that had no piano! By chance, a large xylophone was in 
the trunk of my car. .. 

The music program progressed largely due to many people 
who helped me to make it happen. Lynne Miller was a patient 
accompanist with musical expertise and the willingness to travel 
all over with the choirs. Agatha Warkentin, an accomplished 
pianist, assisted in the early years and, as a teacher at Rosser, sent 
students to us in great "musical shape". Bill Campbell, a fine 
principal, allowed me to grow as a director by giving the program 
time, support and encouragement. His technical innovations and 
know-how, as well as his artistic abilities, were always helpful in 
making special effects possible for presentations. There were so 
many cooperative staff members such as Audrey Watson and her 
boundless energy which she applied to teaching dance and 
putting final touches on operettas or programs; Edna Noren's 
contribution of art always added colour and creativity. Mrs. 
Laura lames was such a special person and a professional musi
cian who could transpose quickly and did endless hours of stu
dent coaching in her home across from the school. 

Since many of the students wished to continue choral work 
after Grade 8, the Warren Collegiate Choristers were f0fl11ed.It 
was made possible for me to direct this group by D. Friesen's 
timetable juggling to fit my spare periods and noon hours. The 
choir, with accompanists Lynne Miller and Sid Bates, received 
many distinctive honours locally and provincially and had much 
fun doing it. 

By 1982 a band program was in place in Grosse Isle School. 
Choral work did continue but only for special occasions and on a 
more informal basis. The band added a new musical experience 
and the students progressed well under the instruction of directors 
E. Manteufel, C. Chamberlain, and D. Horbus. A very ambitious 
Band Booster Association assisted the students for travel, work
shops and the purchase of new major instruments. 

Not only was there special support for music at Grosse Isle 
School given by the parents, community and school board mem-

bers, but special mention must be made of the students - so many 
of whom I shall never forget. It was this enthusiasm and appreci
ation that encouraged me to make music happen in the school, 
always striving to present the best quality performance possible. 
May their experiences enable them to continue to enjoy music 
and/or to share their talents with others. 

by Marie Cosens 

Grossc Islc Gradcs 5 alld 6 Ellsc/llh/e. /')84 

"Grossc Isic School Girls' Choir"' 19S0181 

~t '!I 

1~r4-+{.-"~rII 
Warrell Collegiate C!/Oristcrs. early 1980's 
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PAINTERS AND POTTERS 

The RM of Rosser has always had a great many people 
interested and active in the visual arts, either pursuing it as a 
hobby or being involved in exhibitions and juried art shows, One 
of the longest lasting groups was the Grosse Isle Art Group 
which was organized around 1972. This group al ways had at 
least seven dedicated artists. They jokingly called themselves the 
"Group of Seven". Artists who were part of this "core" group 
were Fran Dutka, Helen Harris, Joan Grandmont, Shelagh Miller, 
Frances Ridgeway, Marguerite Scott and Ellen Turbett. Other 
artists joined for various periods of time. The main instructor for 
the group was Bette Rothwell, MSA, from Winnipeg who drove 
out to Grosse Isle every week for about IS years. She was 
dedicated to encouraging art in rural areas 

Another long-time resident of Grosse Isle, Ren James, was 
very involved in painting. Many area residents have his works in 
their homes. Ren probably inherited his talent from his mother 
who was a competent painter in her time. 

There have been many artists in the RM of Rosser, among 
them: Dolores Dennis of Rosser; Julie Harris of Grosse Isle; the 
late Donna Pitcairn of Lilyfield; Lillian and the late Alec 
Robertson of Lilyfield; Kent Lillebo and Lee Miller, both of 
Grosse Isle and Norma Peterson of Lilyfield. 

A number of painters are still actively involved in the studio at 
Grosse Isle as of 1992. They are Betty Hathaway, Janice 
Rutherford, Nancy Rutherford, Helen Harris, and Shelagh Miller, 
all of Grosse Isle, as well as Ellen Turbett of Lilyfield and Cheryl 
McClure of Gordon. 

Artistry in craft work is present in the municipality through 
the work of the Winsaga Gallery run by Lou and Andy Gaskin in 
Lilyfield and Darlene Keffer, formerly of Lilyfield, now of the 
Ottawa area. 

LITTLE MOUNTAIN PARK 

The 160 acres of land on the NW 27-11-2E was purchased by 
the City of Winnipeg in 1965. In due course it was developed 
into a park which was appropriately named Little Mountain Park. 
Subsequent records show that in the 1890's and early 1900's the 
land was bought and sold more than a few times ... sometimes by a 
syndicate, sometimes a sole owner. 

The park is bordered by Farmer Road to the north and 
Klimpke Road to the west. It consists of a large wooded region 
with well-groomed and suitably named trails, ideal for cross-
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country skiing and hiking. A variety of wildlife can also be 
observed throughout the park and it is one of the few areas where 
native plant life still flourishes. Approximately 40 acres of grassy 
area allows plenty of space where one or many can gather for 
picnics and sporting activities. 

Perhaps the most significant area of the park is the remains of 
the historic quarry site. From 1898 until 1905 the site, with its 
bed of limestone, was a thriving industry. It was known as 
Quarry Village and was complete with buildings and a rail line. 
Today the old quarry is a serene pond of water flanked by picnic 
tables and barbecue pits. A log shelter, located near the north 
parking lot, furnishes washroom and warm-up facilities. 
Information regarding the history and the natural layout of the 
park is available to the true outdoor enthusiast at the shelter. 

PARK ROYAL BEACH 

Park Royal B('ach. Imer ;'('CWIIC SlImmerlalld Farms 

Park Royal Beach was located on SW 27-11-2E. The land was 
at one time a homestead occupied by the Nimmons and Hazely 
families, early settlers in the area. It was purchased by Roy 
Roche in 1947. 

Two RCAF flying officers, Roy Smith and Doug Veale, 
decided to transform the old gravel pits into a man-made lake and 
recreation area while they were stationed in Winnipeg. They 
leased the land from Mr. Roche and opened for business in 1958. 
When Mr. Smith and Mr. Veale were transferred out of Winnipeg 
in 1962, Roy Roche bought the already established business. 
With the help of wife Gladys, family members and full-time 
employee, Harry McMurray, Roy continued to operate the park 
until 1971. Local young people found summer jobs there and 
many local children enjoyed their summers at Park Royal in the 
Red Cross learn-to-swim program sponsored by the Mount 
Lildon Women's Institute. 

Park Royal was sold to a couple of businessmen from 
Winnipeg in 1972. Ed Corbeil, one of the owners, lived with his 
family on the site. The name was changed to Summerland Farms. 
Summerland operated for about four years and then sat dormant. 
It was purchased by Wayne and Dave Babych in 1989. At 
present the site is being groomed as a 9-hole golf course 
complete with driving range, pro shop and club house facilities. 
It will be called The Players Golf Course and is expected to open 
in the fall of 1992. 



MANAGED HUNTING AT GRANT'S LAKE 

Paillling hy Ren Jallles, Crosse Isle 

In 1974 the provincial government established Grant's Lake 
as the first managed hunting experiment. The plan was agreed 
upon in response to a request by the Wildlife Branch technicians, 
local landowners and the RM council. In 1970 resident 
landowners, adjacent to the Grant's Lake Gamebird Refuge, 
banded together to form a controlled hunting area. 

Hunters paid $25 for a season's pass or $5 for a daily pass to 
hunt in the area. The main reason for the formation of the 
establish hunting area - which was, in actual fact, the sale of 
trespass rights -was the heavy and largely unregulated hunting 
traffic in the area. This controlled hunting area was the first of its 
kind in the province. 

The original landowners involved were: Walter Hagborg, 
Andy Hagborg, Norman Harris. Carl Simonson, Garnet 
McDonald, Carl and Bert Boonstra, Murray McLeod and Art 
Carlson. Controlled hunting was in effect for four years and 
achieved the desired results. In response to hunter complaints, the 
provincial government held public meetings at Meadows to 
discuss alternatives to paid hunting. The concept of managed 
hunting was agreed upon and began on a trial basis. 

The original concept has been successful since its inception 
with only a few minor changes. There are some proposed 
changes for 1992 which hopefully will further enhance hunting 
opportunities in the Grant's Lake area. 

I 

Snow geese al lv/eadoH's. 1987 

Waller I/aghorg, "duck hunling" Mind in corn/ieli/, 1983 

Harrr & ClarCllce Haghorg It'ilh Canai/a geeseji'//Oll'ing hUIII al lv/eai/Ol\'S, 1921! 

Waller & Rohert Haghorg It'ilh snOlI' gecse, 1985 
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GRANT'S LAKE WILDLIFE FEDERATION 

The Grant's Lake Wildlife Federation was formed III 1975. 
Some of the founding members were: Lloyd Robinson, Lome 
Yaciuk, Ben Fetterman, Walter Hagborg, Keith Madill, Bob 
Hayden. Their aim was to increase awareness of wildlife in the 
area. They held wildlife pot luck suppers at Meadows and Grosse 
Isle and hosted turkey shoots at Keith Madill's and Bob 
Munroe's. In 1977, they had a membership of 84. In 1978, under 
their leadership a Grant's Lake Junior Rifle Club was formed. 
Interest in the Federation declined until it ceased operations in 
1989; however, it left as its legacy a Junior Rifle Club that has 
been active and successful. 

Gmlll's Lake Wildlili: Fedcrmion cresr 

GRANT'S LAKE JUNIOR RIFLE CLUB 

The club is open to young boys and girls, ages 9 to 18. During 
its finest years the club had a membership of close to 40 
youngsters. In 1980 club members began competing at Provincial 
Championships. The club has an impressive collection of 
provincial trophies which were won over 13 years of 
competition. 

Gralll's Lake Junior RUle Cluh. 1980 
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While the Grant's Lake Wildlife Federation was active, the 
Junior Rifle Club assisted with the turkey shoots. It held fund 
raising raffles and entered a float in the Stonewall Parade. It also 
served as a base for some self determined 4-H Club classes such 
as Fire Arm Safety and Survival instructed by Lome Yaciuk. 

The club is still in operation with a limited membership in 
1992. Instruction is given by Ben Fetterman. The community is a 
safer place because of the training youngsters received over the 
years; the club will continue to offer fireanTI safety and shooting 
instruction while there are still youngsters who want the training. 

Melllhcrs o!"Gmll!"s Lake .lullior Rille Cluh \\'iril rrol'ilics. 19S0 

Gran!"s Lake .lullior Rifle Cluh. riding ill rile parade arrile Srollell"all Fair. 1981 



SPORTS 

BASEBALL 

No community record \vOllld be complete without an article on 
sports. The first record of sports in Rosser was a game ()f cricket 
with Stonewall in 1891. This was played in a ./ield ncar Grosse 
Isle. The Rosser cricketers were Mr. H. Beachell and his three 
sons, Walter, Fred and Percy; W. Styles, H. Butche, Geo. Phipps, 
W . .lull, Walter James, Mr. Dm'is and Mr. Thompson. Home and 
home games were played between Rosser and Stonewall for three 
years. 

Sometime in the 90' s a tennis club was formed. The cOllrts 
were on a farm where the municipal gravel pit is located. This 
club.f7ourished until the tllm (d' the century. 

The ./irst baseball club was organi:ed in 1898. The sll/Tiving 
members look back and chuckle abollt their blue and white 
1II/(forms becallse they were so much like those of the prisoners at 
Stony Mountain today. 

Rosser's first baseball players were: Sam and Fred Corhett, 
Ernie and Percy Beachell, Sam Matchel, George and Charlie 
Minaker. Shortly {dier Ray Bewell, Herh Corbett, Geo. McFee, 
Chester Bissett added to the lineup. The team played Headingle,v, 
Stonewall and teamsti"Ofll Winnipeg and St. Charles. 

As players retired or mOl'ed away, the younger generation 
took their places. Earle, Arthllr and Carl McFee, Jim Green, Boh 
Lesson, Wallace and Clif{ord Childerhose made an almost 
completely new team. 

The years 1915 and 1916 were the high water marks of the 
Rosser successes in hasehall. In 1915 they won at almost all the 
tOllrnaments and in that year won the Old Times Trophy at 
Poplar Point. Retllrn games with the T. Eaton hall cllIh pr()J'ided 
additional/illlfor the boys. 

In 1920 Rosser defeated Teulon at Teulon to take home the 
cup donated by Mr. D. Wood ()f Telllon. This was the most 
exciting game ever played. There was scarcely a person lefi in 
Rosser that day. Every resident and visitor journeyed to Telllon 
and the game was won at the peak ()f excitement. CI!fj"ord and 
Wallace Childerhose were the hattery and were proud to carry 
home the trophy. In 1921, Warren, Grosse Isle, Woodlands and 
Gunton came into the league. This large scale league operated 
for two years and then broke up. The hoys could not find time to 
travel so extensively. 

Another league known as the Rosser-Woodlands league came 
into being in 1922. Mr. Jerry Rohinson, a Winnipeg merchant, 
donated a cup. By 1925 baseball was almost a dead issue. Rosser 
combined with Grosse Isle to enter a team in the league. This 
team finished at the top in 1929. 

There was no baseball in Rosser until late in the thirties, only 
an occasional game with Warren or Marquette. In 1939 Rosser 
entered the Woodlands league. Johnny Graham and Bob 
Rutherford were the hattery. The war put a stop to this 
endeavollr. 

Clifford and Wallace Childerhose were the battery for hard 
ball for ten years. When there was no team at Rosser, Norman 
Corbett and Lester Bergey played on the Marquette team. 

In 1946 a meeting ()f sports enthusiasts ()j" the municipality 
was called by Mr. Percy Beachell. A Municipal Sports CIlIb was 
organi:ed with E\'ered Lawrence ()j" Lilyj"ield as president and 
Robert RlItherford, Rosser, as secretary-treasllrer. A s(di ball 
leaglle was comprised oj" Rosser, Grosse Isle, Meadows and 
Little MouJltain. 

Mr. Deveny from the Department ()j" Health was the guest 
speaker. He told of the effort throughollt the province to get 

yOllng people organi:ed in sport for health and recreational 
purposes. 

In 1948 the same (dficers were re-elected. Each year (/ special 
Sports Day has heen held. There is a junior and a senior league 
and a trophy is presented to the winner of each league. 

reprinted ./i·om Rosser Ripples 

II Local Basehall Tcalll. 1930's 

Schools throughout the municipality had their own ball teams 
and these continued to flourish even during the war. At Sports 
Days and school picnics, baseball and softball competitions were 
enjoyed by senior and junior leagues and, of course, all of the 
spectators. Since the formation of the Interlake School Division, 
both boys and girls have been very active in baseball. School 
teams from every age group engage in inter-school competition. 

Community teams still engage in competitive play. Grosse 
Isle men's hardball team has been competitive for many years. 
They play in the Highway 6 & 7 league. There have always been 
boy's teams that have provided good baseball. The 12 and under 
team won the provincial finals in 1968. Meadows entered a team 
in the Rockwood Fastball League. In 1982 the Meadows 
Knights, as they were known, won the championship. 

Mead{)\\'s "Knighrs" - Rockwood Fasr/Jall Lcaglle ChallljJs in 1982 
Back Row: Willic Pinchin. Lyle Wick/lind. Lyle L(JI\"rcl/cc. Mike L(:fley. Bill 
MacGillil"/"ay. Jilll Findlol". Larn' Thicsscn, John Vorh 
Fronr R(III': Jill/ Laird-Coach. Gary Johnson. Ron Kroll. DOllg Nor/Jcrg. Wcston 
Ridgeway. George Sr('Cn's. I'v1el"l' Rllrak and Herll/an Grccn. 
Missing: TOIll L(:f7cy, Ron GOllld, Tr(JI'is Liell, KCIl /v/lll1igan 
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Whether it is baseball, softball, fastball, or slow-pitch, the 
game is still enjoyed now as much as ever. Summertime means 
ball games for young men and women with varying degrees of 
accomplishment and almost anyone can be part of a pickup game 
throughout the municipality. Teams today, playing under the 
banner of Grosse Isle, range from those playing T -ball on up to 
the men's team. Busy parents make time to coach a team or 
chauffeur their players so that even young beginning T-ballers 
can accumulate the skills of teamwork and finesse that baseball 
brings. Ball diamonds throughout the municipality are still 
community meeting places where players and spectators keep 
good company on long summer evenings. 

Basehall ill Rosser arolilid 1900 
Back Roll': Gcorge Milla!':a. Chcsla BissclI. Hah Corhell. Georgc McFee.I-/a/J 
BCll'cll. Roy Bcwcll 
SCalcd: Rllss Millorgall. Frcd Cor/Jcll. Pacy Bcachcll, Ernie Bcach"'l 

Rosser Baschall Tealll /9/5 
Back Roll': C. McFcc, shorr SlOp; F. Corhell. secolld haselllall: W. Childahosc, 
carcher; G. GrcclI,}lrsl hasclllall, R. BeH'cll, righl }lclda 
Middle Roll': E. Bccn'hcll. I~fi }lclda; P. Bcachcll. Ihird hasclllall; J, Haddoll' 
Esq., PrcsidCIII; A. McFee, cClllref/elda 
Frolll Roll': E. McFee alld C. Childahose. pilchas 
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Gcorgc & Charlie I-/arris. haschall playas, 1919 

Lililc Lcagllc 1965 Malliloha "B" Dil'isioll ChalllPs 
Back Roll': R(!II McFcc-Coach, Cal Slmgar, 0011 Dcf'l'c:, Bill Mllrph.\', 
Briall Harris, Blair Coggall, Roherl McDoliald. Roherl JOIICS, Marill 
Fanllcr-Mallager, Dm'hl Hanlls 
Frolll Roll': EIl'ili Ullga, Jilll Beachcll, Wa\,lIc Ishisla, Bmcc Presloll, 
Alall OIlXhloll, Ed HallclI, Bill Vasas . 

Melllhas of' Hi-way 6& 7 Lililc Leagllc Tcalll who, WOII Ihc "B" Challlpiollship of' 
Malliloha 
Back Roll': Cal Slmgar. EIl'ill Ullgcr, DOli Deprc:, Bill Mllrphy, Blair Coggall, 
Briall Harris, Rohcr! McDollald, Ro/Jal JOlles, Dm'hl Karasell'ich 
Frolll Roll': Jilll Beachell, WaYllc Ishisler, Ward BOlld, Alall Ougllloll, Ed [/(iliell. 
Bill Vasas 



Girls leam al Grosse Isle - mid 1970's 
DOlllla Gross, Healher Garrioch, Palsy Chimllk, Kalhy Harris, Gillllr Neale. 
DOlllla Simollsoll, Jlldy Malmas, Lori JOlles, lIame IIl1kIlOWII, CarolYII Fel/('I'mall 

Early 1970's Midgel girls represelllillg Highway 6&7 Leaglle ill Prol'illcials 
Back Roll': Dehhie Neale. Joall HlldsOIl, Dale Tamh/YII (Tellloll), Sheilagh Ryall, 
Jo-AIIII Rlliher/clrd. Kim Hammaherg, Belly Lilldsay-Coach 
Frolll Row: Sharoll Lilldsar, DOlllla JOlles, Bel' JOhIlSOIl, Leslie Harris. Val JOlles 

Malliloha 1988111lermediale A PrO\'illcial Champs 
Back R(i\\': An Essery, Coach: Todd SllIdler. Tom L~/7ey, Gary BOlld, Dale Lefley. 
Mike L(~/ley, Myles BOlld, Cam Baldll'ill, Chllck L~/7ey, Gary JOhIlSOIl, SCO/i 
KII·a.mi/:a, Jim Heigilloll 
Frolll Roll': ShawlI Essery. hal hoy; Glell L~/7ey. Dm'e Nichol. Roh McDolllleil. 
Todd Allell. Gw)' Tail, KCl'ill Fraser. Dall Cassels. Briall Chanralld 

RemellliJ('I' Ihose good old dorsi 

ODE TO MARQUETTE BALL TEAM 

There is a great little town called Marquette 
Who had a fine ball team -- you bet 
They played ball for fun, many a tournament they won 
That team everyone knew as Marquette. 

Mr. Ernest Dowler managed the team 
When they won, how he would beam 
He was a great guy and sure loved the game 
Win or lose, he was always the same. 

During the war their ball team was short 
Some outside players they did import 
They canvassed a number of towns all around 
And lots of willing players were easily found. 

From Rosser came Corbett and Bergey 
Grosse Isle lent Harry and Jeff Attree 
Poplar Point sported Bend and Hextall 
They all played a fine game of ball. 

Norman enjoyed baseball as a sport 
On second he always caught them a bit short 
If they were lucky, and tried to sneak third 
Johnny Scott trapped them - and OUT was the word. 

Doug Strachan, as short stop, nipped off a 
grounder 
He tossed it to Aime and out was the bounder 
If by a miracle, they made for home plate 
In a cloud of dust, they met a grim fate. 

There was a big romance between Lil and Cy 
Nonetheless, in outfield, he could still catch a fly. 
With Les in the middle, Archie and Cy on each side 
They grabbed off those flies, both far and wide, 

They went to tournaments near and far 
Neepawa, Eriksdale, and even Lundar 
Many times at a tournament they only had nine 
Did they ever win a prize? Yes, almost every time. 

They hired pitchers, but they always played out 
Couldn't pitch like our Euc, there wasn't a doubt 
He shovelled gravel, that was his pay 
Then pitched three winning games all in a day. 

The gals from Warren did heckle and shout 
Anna and I prayed our men wouldn't fan out 
-'He swings like a barn door", they'd roar, 
"Hole in the bat", and we'd squirm some more. 

One man at a ball game everyone did admire 
He was, course, the great umpire. 
Bob Bend, we welcome without a doubt 
But he must feel awful about all the guys he called OUT. 

The final league game was at the home town 
The score was tied and two men were down 
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Les is batting and about to fan out 
He hit a home run and the gang all passed out! 

written by Pearl Bergey, submitted by Anna Corbett 

HOCKEY AND SKATING 

Rosser has nel'er had an outstanding hockey team, hilt there 
have heen many exciting games with l'isitillg teams who are not 
professionals either. 

The first rink that old timers can rem em her was at Mr. 
Corhett's. A skating rink was made in one (Ij'the large machine 
sheds. The ho}'s oj' the family kept it flooded and the girls 
supplied lunch for the skaters. It was not very large hut was 
greatly appreciated by all the young people. Some had to dril'e 
f/l'e miles with horse and cutter hilt nel'er missed a skating night. 

When the numher oj'skaters o/ltgrew the Corhett rink it was 
moved to Mr. H. Beachell's yard, /i'om there to McDonald's (K. 
Mulligan's), then hehind Joyce's store, two years at A.W. 
Beachell's and vl'hen Alan Beachell grew old enough to take an 
interest, he spent a lot 01' time /70oding a rink north (ij'their 
house. Electric lights were erected so broo/ll hall could he played 
at night. Charlie Eakin's house at Beachell's was a dressing 
ro(!lnj{lr skaters and hockey players. The players would not wish 
LIS to forget Mrs. Perc.}' Beachell,/or no hockey player Cl'er went 
home hungry a/ier a game and the Beachell home held "open 
house" for all. Grosse Isle has heen Rosser's chief opponellf in 
IlOckc\'. The youngsters - particularly while Miss Anna Swit:er 
(Mrs. N. Corhett) was the principal, were keen to get out ([nd 
"lick" Grosse Isle. It seems as it the keenness was shared hy 
Grosse Isle teams and the victories cmne o/lt at a draw. 

Lester Bergey and Norman Corhett have heen the hackhone of 
the hockey team for man)' years ... 

~h. '\'HA<?.&::~ ............ H MtJR 2t"ti,c", 
at f~~ir 

10 .be ~db in 1~e ltD""<r ~uniciplll ~",11 
~rib"ll ~"cnin!O, pu"mb<r 1I11rlunfil' nind<<'tt 

ltult.llub an" h""hu, ,,1 8.30 o'clock 

M,,~. c. SCOTT W BC"'CHl:LL 

MJlS H. CORneTT MRS. A RoncOlTSO" 

R. Leeso .. 5ccv 

.. .In 1960, Mr. Keith Cosens, principal (Ij' Rosser School 
hecame concerned at the lack (iffacilities/()r skating and hockey 
and ailled a meeting (ij' interested people and parents to see what 
could he done. At that meeting it was decided to huild a new rink 
and skating shack and to canvas the district for /illlds. The 
response was l'er)' grallJ.ving. Those elected at the meeting were: 
A. Beachell, President; T. Holtmann, Secretary-Treasurer; 
Directors: M. Poole; K. Cosens; N. Corbell; G. Hallick; W. 
Stecy; A. Cameron; E. Keith; and T. Koch. 

A new rink was hllilt witlz .flood lights and a new skating 
shack ill which all oil/imwce was installed. 
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The cluh sponsored three hoys' teams in the Highway 6 and 7 
league which comprised oj'Stonewall, Balmoral, Argyle, Warren, 
Meadow Lea, Stony Moullfain and Rosser ... 

reprinted/i'ol7l Rosser Ripples 

Meadows had an open air rink for a number of years and 
many were the exciting games played between Rosser and 
Meadows~ A few falls on the ice at Meadows and your clothes 
looked as though they had been bleached. This was because there 
was so much alkali in the water. 

Hockey (I{ Klilllpke's/ctr//1, c. 1950 

There was also an open air rink at Klimpke' s which brought 
much enjoyment to the people in the eastern portion of the 
municipality. Ed and John Klimpke kept the ice in shape and 
clear of snow. 

The Rosser boys had many good hockey games with their 
team during the years that followed World War II. Hockey teams 
played out of Rosser from 1965 to 1974. They played teams from 
Stonewall, Warren. Stony Mountain, Woodlands, Balmoral, 
Argyle and Poplar Point. Ron Hudson remembers, 

"The winter of 1970-7 I, I was assistant coach and Bill 
Manchulenko was the coach. The following three years I coached 
and George Minaker was the assistant. The rink being outside it 
was either shovel the snow before the game or cancel because of 
the cold. We could always count on Bill and his boys to give us a 
hand at the rink. We had a great bunch of boys from Meadows, 
Rosser and Little Mountain, never won many games but 
everybody got a chance to play, Win or lose we had a great 
time." 

In 1972 many of the boys interested in organized hockey and 
girls playing ringette started playing in the Warren arena and 
some went to Stonewall and Stony Mountain, This was partly 
because there was never a covered rink in Rosser and also 
because of declining enrolment. The older boys played on either 
the Warren or Stonewall intermediate teams. The players from 
the RM of Rosser have contributed in large part to the success 
that these teams have enjoyed over the years. Players' parents 
have taken an active part in the coaching of the teams and 
serving as members of executive committees for the various 
organizations over the years. 

The outdoor rinks at Rosser and in the school yard at Grosse 
Isle afford opportunities for fun hockey and pleasure skating. 
Sports are a great asset to the young and old alike. The old saying 
- "If you want to keep your boy or girl out of hot water, put them 
on ice" - is very true and sports have played a significant part in 
making our young the nice sensible group they are today. 



Grosse Isle Hockey Team 1924-25 
Back Roll': L. Bmchell. J. Blanchard (playing coach). T. Lejley (manager). I\. 
Craig. C. Harris. A. Heywood. C. Walker. B. Walker. B. Berry 
Froll! ROIl': R. Walker. L. Walker. S. Tyler (slick boy). A. ,Hel'llell. E. Bell 

Skaling a/ Grosse Isle School. 1931 
Back Rot\': Enl'in Berger, Sam Tyler, Ina Harris. ESlher Trier. " . Mrs. 
Woodlnllll. Mrs. Mel'llell. :, ,Donald MacDonald. Frallk Alldersoll' 
Middle ROIl': Mr. & Mrs. MacDoliald. Doris Mel'llell. Barbam MacDoliald. Andr 
Mernell . 

Fronl Roll': Jim Anderson, Herbie Tyler. Ted Corbell. Jim Anderson 

Hockey al Grosse Isle. 1931 
Jim MacDonald. Jim Allderson, DOl/aid MacDonald. Ted Corbell, Frank 
Andersol/. Andy Mel'llell 

Hocker Team a/ Grosse Isle, c. 1950 
Back ROIl': Fred TOIl/{lnl, Len Fraser. Bill Fellermilll, Jim Harris. Ted Harris, 
Ben Fellerman, Roland TOlllilill. Dm'id BOrlhislle 
Froll! Roll': Berl Fellel'/lwn. Emile TOlI/iIIll, Ron Fraser. Richard TOlili1l11 

Rosser Tom Thllmh T('{/m 1969-70 
Bill Manchillenko, Marlill Oal\\'{/Y. ,Harlin Lange. Allan ,HcLeod. Lloyd Johnson, 
Ken Mallcllllienko, Bruce ROlh\\'ell. KI'll ,Hlllligan. Tern' 1-1I1dson. Ross Galhrailh. 
Wayne Oa/\\·ur. Ron Hlldson (;\sSiSI(lf11 Coach) 
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LILYFIELD HOCKEY 

The first Lilyfield hockey team was formed in 1948. It was 
made up of young men from the Lilyfield district. They travelled 
around the countryside playing an exhibition type schedule. The 
team played their home games at the Klimpke farm on a rink just 
east of the barn. There was no electricity at this time so the rink 
was lit by three wind-powered generators hooked up to batteries 
which supplied power for lighting. 

Team members of the 1948 Lilyfield hockey team were 
Archie Van Haute, Ross Oades, Albert Gamby, John Klimpke, 
Ernie Rossnagel, John Rossnagel, Ted Bancroft, Ed Klimpke, 
Beedy Stewart, Don Fright, Herb Robinson, Henry Johnson, Don 
Lawrence. 

For the 1949 hockey season, the following year, the Highway 
6 and 7 hockey league was formed comprising teams from 
Woodlands, Meadow Lea, Warren, Grosse Isle and Lilyfield. The 
Lilyfield hockey team played in that league until 1957 when a 
fire destroyed the rink at the Klimpke farm. It was never rebuilt 
and the Lilyfield hockey team never played another game. 

A REUNION 

Always "the organizer", Ed Klimpke arranged a 40th 
reunion of the Highway 6 and 7 League. It was held in the 
Stonewall Legion Hall on April 29, 1989. Money raised by the 
event went to the benefit of the Warren and Stonewall rinks. 

The reunion was well attended by former players. Most 
noticed changes to the way they all looked 40 years earlier. 
After the obvious comparisons had been remarked over and 
laughed about. the evening was spent recalling many other 
fond memories. 

Bryall Lej7ey ill New York Islallders IIIli/cmll ill 1972 
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HOME TOWN HOCKEY HEROES 

The Lefley brothers have always been good at sports. Bryan 
and Chuck Letley went on to make hockey a career. 

Bryan was drafted by the New York Rangers in 1969 and 
began his professional career with Omaha in the Central Hockey 
League where he played for three years. He was then drafted by 
the New York Islanders in 1972 and played with Fort Worth in 
the CHL as well as with the Islanders. Bryan played with 
Baltimore, Providence and Springfield in the American Hockey 
League and with the Kansas City Scouts and Colorado Rockies 
in the NHL. He retired from active play in 1978. Now coaching 
in Ambri, Switzerland, Bryan is working with the Italian 
National Team which he will be coaching in the 1994 Olympics. 

Chuck began his professional hockey career after he was 
drafted second by the Montreal Canadiens and sixth overall in 
June, 1970. He played with the Montreal Voyageurs in the 
American Hockey League. The team became the Nova Scotia 
Voyageurs the following year and went on to win the Calder 
Trophy. Chuck played with the Montreal Canadiens from 1972-
75, winning the Stanley Cup in 1973. He was traded to the St. 
Louis Blues in November, 1975 and played there until 1977 and 
again from 1979-80. Chuck's best season was in 1975-76 when 
he had 43 goals and 42 assists. He played in Finland in 1977 and 
in Germany in 1978. He retired from professional hockey in 
1981. 

Chllck Le/ley. Sf. LOllis Bilies. 1975·77 

One crowded hour of glorious life 
Is worth an age without a name. 

SCOTT-Old Mortality 



CURLING 

GORDON CURLING RINK 

In the spring of 1944 a group of enthusiastic curlers gathered 
at Gordon Elel'ator to discuss the feasibility of' building a curling 
rink at Gordon. Later that same year. the dream became a reality 
and a two sheet curling rink emerged under the capable 
supervision of W.A. Oades. assisted by man)' willing volunteers. 
The rink immediately became the focal point for the curling 
./i"aternity in the community and afforded a great deal of'pleasure 
for both young and old. 

On Janllary 10. 1950 disaster struck when fire (d' unknown 
origin completely razed the Gordon Rink. Undaunted the 
executive met on January 13 and arranged for a special 
shareholder meeting on Janllary 30. 

From that meeting emerged the IInanimolls opinion that the 
rink shollld be rebuilt and again under the guidance of' W.A. 
Oades and willing I'olllnteers. a much imprOl'ed two-sheet 
curling rink was soon erected on the same site at Gordon and the 
Curling Club }I'([S back in bllsiness that same fall. 

The rink continued to serve a use.lill.lilllction as a community 
centre in the district until the late sixties when interest 
diminished to the point where it was impractical to operate as a 
cllrling club. Following a meeting of'the shareholders held July 
17. 1970 in the Gordon curling rink at which a decision was 
reached to dispose of all assets. land. building and other assets 
were sold. The legal aspects ()f the laws were adhered to ill 
retllming the residlle to the shareholders or estates there()l 

reprinted.li"Olll Rosser Ripples 
Following the disposition of assets, the rink was purchased by 

the Husak brothers who used it as a workshop and storage shed 
for, among other things, antique automobiles in various stages of 
restoration. A spectacular fire destroyed the building and all of its 
contents in March, 1992. 

Bllmillg ora/alldmark - Gordoll Cllrlillg CllliJjire. 1992 

ROSSER CENTRAL COMMUNITY CLUB 

... The idea (~f'a rink had long been a real desire ()f'some of our 
old timers. but it took a year of throwing the rocks at Gordon to 
get our younger men enthusiastic. To build a rink you must have 
a community spirit. In March. 1945 we organized a community 
club with the following slate of officers: honollrary president. 
Mr. P. Beachell; president. O.c. Fraser; first vice-president. 

N.F. Corbett; second 1·ice-president . .I. Cross: secretory
treasllrer. WL Green. The ten directors were: C.R. Childerhose. 
O. Bergey. A.E. Kennedy. D.J. Blair. F.A. Mulligan. H. Steere.I·, 
R. Slagerman and A. Beachell. 

The location ()f'the huilding callsed considerable discussion, 
hIlt the school grounds pr01'ed to be the wish of'the majority. and 
has pr01'ed to be a most desirable site since the school children 
can enjo,>' the outside skating rink dllring the day. The old school 
ham was rery convenient for those H'ho dU!1'e with horses as it 
was sitllated just east ()f the curling rink. 

In order to finance our endeal'OlIr we decided to sell shares (if 
$25 each. Almost each home in the district responded to our 
salesman and we had a good bllilding .Iill1d by the slimmer (if' 
1945. 

Owing to g01'ernment restrictions we were not allowed to 
purchase lumber until June 1946. Before seeding. ollr bllilding 
committee organized bees and laid the foundation. In .Il1ne ollr 
lumber supplies arri1·ed. Mr. F.A. MIII/igan sllpenised the 
building of'the rink. The men were extremely enthllsiastic and the 
women did aI/ they cOllld by sllpplying hot IlInches for the 
workers. Soon a ./i"ame was up and the ring of' hammers could be 
heard throllghoIlt the viI/age. We really topped the community 
spirits on the day we had 37 men working on the Imilding. By the 
time ./i"ee:e lip came we had a rink. e1'en thollgh we were lacking 
some windows andfound it necessw)' to horrow a./i"ont door. 

Ivlr. L. Rlliher/i,rd alld Charles Fraser (firsl presidellt) 
orRosser Cllrlillg Cillh. NOle IiiI' "roO!JIS 

Curling rocks were purchased hy individual memhers with the 
IInderstanding that the cluh would e1'ellfllally pllrchase some as 
their propert)'. 

The first execlltive of the Rosser Cllrling Rink were: O.c. 
Fraser, president: Alall Beachell. first vice-president: H. 
Slagerman. second 1'ice-president; H. Steeres. secretary: R. 
Slagerman. treasurer: alld.fi1·e directors: DJ. Blair, E. Minaker. 
P. McCarthy. C.w. Hughes and K. Mulligan. 

Mr. P. McCarthy was hired as caretaker of the curling and 
skating rinklor a fee (il$IIOfor the season. A lighting plant was 
installed in a shed heside the curling rink and we were read)' to 
curl. 

Christmas 1946 our rinks opened up with a novelty honspiel. 
Everyone curled, ladies and gentlemen. 20 rinks in all. We had 
17 rinks during that first winter and the season climaxed with a 
honspiel with prizes for everyone. 
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Curling rink under construction with volunteer labour, 1946 

Grosse Isle School class curling at the old Rosser rink 

I-r: Archie Ewing, Herb Wedge, Alan Beachell and Armstrong 
Turnbull - corn brooms were all the rage! 

The rink was built with the idea in mind of operating both 
skating and curling under one organization, but this did not seem 
to work out and after several years the Rosser Recreation Club 
again took over the skating ice. 

In 1969 Mr. C.w. Hughes and Mr. W.L. Green were presented 
with HOl1ourary Life Memberships. 

The present slate of officers for the 1970-71 season are as 
follows: George Minaker, president; A. Hagborg, first vice
president; F. Blair, second vice-president; W. Manc!llllenko, 
secretary; H. Slagerman, secretary-treasurer. The directors: 
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R.G. Minaker, Frank Minaker, C. W. Hughes, C.R. Childerhose, 
W. Blair, G.L. Hallick and I. Friesen. 

There has been a I'ery active Ladies Club over the years 
Ivhich has done much to keep the rink going. They have raised 
money to keep the clubrooms in good repair and have supplied 
the necessary equipment for the lunch room. Each year the 
ladies' club has held a curling wind up which has always been 
successjiil. This year they topped it off with the crowning of a 
queen, Mrs. Dorothy Blair who was picked on the basis ()/' good 
sportsmanship, participation, etc. 

reprinted/i'om Rosser Ripples 

Winners of the Black and Armstrong Trophy, 1952 
Gerry Hallick. John Stewart. Alex Stewart, Charles M. Stewart 

Rosser Curling Rink 
Gerrr Hollick, John Stewart, Bill Blair and Charlie LindsllY. It'inners oFthe Black 
ond Armstrong Trophr. 1958 

In the mid 1970's there was some dissatisfaction with the 
condition of the curling club building. Talk in the community 
lead to a public meeting in the multipurpose room of Rosser 
School in January, 1978. At this meeting a building committee 
was struck. Members were Fred Corbett, Bill Ward, Walter 
Hagborg, Ruth Strugar, and Bruce Beaton with Harry Slagerman 
agreeing to act as chairman. 



The committee was instructed to prepare a set of plans and 
cost estimate for building a new waiting room to be added to the 
existing two sheets of curling ice. They were also asked to 
initiate proceedings to purchase the property on which the curling 
and skating rinks were standing from the R.M. of Rosser and the 
Interlake School Division. It was decided to accept tenders for 
the sale of the East Rosser School in order to help finance the 
new venture. 

In March, 1979 a second public meeting was held to hear the 
report of the building committee. The result was that a planned 
waiting room was scrapped and it was moved that a three-sheet 
curling rink complete with mUlti-purpose waiting room be built 
in place of the old structure. The community club executive was 
instructed to obtain status as a charitable organization so that 
donations from citizens could be deducted from their income tax. 

A third public meeting in early April, 1979 viewed plans for 
the new structure submitted by Contempra Steel of Winnipeg. It 
was agreed to sell the old rink and use the funds to help build the 
new structure. 

That summer the bid of Contempra Steel to supply and erect 
the building was accepted. Ken Mulligan successfully bid to 
purchase the old rink. It was cut into two equal parts and one half 
moved to Ken Mulligan's farm while the other went to Ernie 
Steeves' farm. East Rosser School was sold to Harry Gnidziejko. 
a carpenter well known in the community. Land was purchased 
from the Municipality and the School Division. 

By June, 1980 the concrete and iron work were done. The new 
building was named Rosser Community Centre. It was intended 
to act as a meeting place for the community as well as being a 
sports and recreation facility. 

Funds from community pledges, sales of assets and grants 
were exhausted and the executive was instructed to obtain a bank 
loan. The loan was secured by the signatures of 23 community 
members. Volunteers worked throughout the fall and winter on 
finishing both inside and out. Curling began in January, 1981. 
The first meeting in the new building of the community club was 
held in April, 1981. 

Rosser COllllllullit\' Cell/re - Sillgle slOrcr IJIlildillg. 1981 

The grand opening of the community centre was held on 
December 4, 1981. The event was saddened by the unexpected 
passing of Harry Slagennan, the man who had been a vitaL 
moving force in all aspects of planning, construction, funding 
and finishing of the project. The building was used by curlers, 
skates, 4-Hers, tiny tots, UCW and WI organizations. 

The cement floor and artificial ice plant was installed in 1985. 
In November, 1987 new curling rocks were purchased and they 
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Rosser holds 0 icial 
opening for 
curling rink 

By Peggy Coverdale 
Rosser area residents gathered 

in the village December 4 to 
celebrate the official opening of 
their three sheet curling rink and 
clubroom which has been.in use 
for its second season this winter. 

Master of Ceremonies Jim Pen
ner introduced Fred Corbett, 
President of Central Community 
Club and George Minaker, Presi
dent of Rosser Curling Club. The 
two clubs with the assistance of 
the ladies branches, pooled their 
resources to form the building 
committee. 

fred Corbetl·gave the history of 
the building plans· beginning in 
March 1979, A committee was 
formed to discuss facilities in the 
old rink and the deCision at this 
meeting was to proceed· with plans 
for a new rink and clubroom. 

The original shareholders Df 
Rosser community and 
agricultural club were asked to 
turn their shares over to the joint 
committee and the building 
became a reality said Corbett. 

"Hundreds of hours of 
volunteer labor have gone into 
this building an.d it's gratifying to 
sec so many ·people ·pull together 
for a project like this;" he added. 

George Minaker agreed, '·This 
shows you just what kind of co
operation can exist in a small 
town," 

Three special people then par
ticipated in the ribbon cutting 
ceremony. They were Mrs. Anna 
Corbett, whose husband was one 
of the first shareholders in the 
Rosser Community Club; Nels 
Malmas. treasurer of the building 
fund, and Mrs. Evie Slagerman. 

The presidents of the two clubs 
paid tribute to Mrs. Siagerman's 
late husband, Harry, whom they 
said was a drivirig force behind 
the new building. A plaque in 
honor of Harry was unveiled at 
the opening and will hang ·in the 

clubroom. 
It reads, in part, " ... Volunteer 

workers of this dedication are not 
easily jound in any community. 
Though Harry cannot be here to 
enjoy this facility we, the people 
of Rosser and area, hope that 
everyone who passes through 
these doors will reap the benefits 
of the labour of such a great com
munity person." 

The MC said Nels Malmas 
worked very hard keeping the ac
counlS and paying bills, etc. for 
the approximate 5120,600 facility. 

Malmas said in an interview 
funds for the building were realiz
ed through community donations, 
fund-raising projects such as a 
skate-a-thon and walk-a-thon and 
through a grant from the Depart
ment of Fitness, Recreation and 
Sport. 

Laurie Beachell, from the 
Dept., brought greetings on 
behalf of Recreation Minister 
Larry Desjardins and wished the 
group conlinued success on future 
projects, 

Rosser Reeve Alan Beachell 
also congratulated the group· on 
behalf of the municipality. 

He complimented the group on 
their spirit of co~operation 
throughout the program, noting 
every time he drove past the 
building, someone was there 
working. 

"As.! look at this rink I think 
it's a far cry from the old one built 
in 1946. We didn't have hydro 
then and we had an old wood 
stove [Q heat the place. 

Noting how times have chang
ed. Beachcll said they l.!sed to pay 
the caretaker S 125 for the season 
"and we curled six nights a 
week." 

Fred Corbett also gave 
greetings on behalf of Lakeside 
MLA Harry Enns who couldn't 
attend. 

A dance concluded the evening. 

OB/ciol opelling ()(Rosser's Ihre(' she('1 curling rillk. [)eceillher -1.1981 

arrived in January, 1988 just in time for the annual MCA 
bonspiel. Shortly after, an ice scraper was also purchased. 

In the spring of 1989, the two existing clubs - the community 
club and the curling club - amalgamated into the Rosser Central 
Community Club. Officers at that time were: Bill Fetterman, 

ScplellliJer 30,1989, Rosser Curlillg rillk. oddilion o(secolld slorcy. 
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president; Dale Siagennan, past president; Ken Mulligan, vice
president; Nels Malmas, treaSdrer; and Donna Coleman, 
secretary. 

Following the amalgamation, it was decided to expand the 
facilities. Ken Mulligan headed up the building committee and 
members included George Minaker, Bill Fetterman, Fred Corbett 
and Ruth Johnson. Debentures were sold and a grant from the 
provincial government was awarded to the club and a loan was 
taken out. Many ideas and suggestions were considered but the 
decision to raise the roof and add on a second storey was finally 
agreed upon and the project was given to Argyle Steel 
Construction Co. An unfortunate accident occurred during the 
construction period when a sub-contractor fell from a scaffold 
out on the ice area, sustaining a serious back injury resulting in 
paralysis. Despite this terrible accident and thanks to endless 
hours spent by several local volunteers, the building was ready 
for use in December, 1989 with the official opening being held 
on April 7, 1990. 

Along with the addition of a second storey, the club was also 
able to expand the kitchen area, putting Paul Ostafichuk's talents 
to work once again. In the fall of 1990, after much discussion and 
a few community meetings, a lounge licence was obtained for the 
upstairs addition. This added feature has been enjoyed by club 
members and their guests. 

Rosser Cel/lral COII/II/ilnity Cluh. 1990 

Rosser COII/II/ilnity Cel/lre e.lpansion official opening. April 7.1990 
Angela Minaker. Alan Beachell. Harry £nns. Bill Fellerll/an. Henny Haghorg. 
Ken Mlliligan. Han'ey MancluJ\\·ich. Larrv Lejellnesse. Angie Mulligan 
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The community centre is utilized by young and old: skaters, 
curlers, card players, tea drinkers, and 4-H club members. Local 
community members and visitors from surrounding areas attend 
the recently-revived fall supper, whist drives, church teas, 
various curling bonspiels, school productions, summer picnics 
and Christmas parties. The facility is also used for private 
functions by members of the community and others. It is terrific 
that Rosser is such a close-knit community and that there are 
volunteers who work so hard to ensure everything runs smoothly 
especially in these times when so many clubs are closing or have 
limited membership. If the success of a project can be measured 
by user satisfaction, this project is definitely successful. 

1991 Jllnior PrO\'incial COli/petition at Flin Flon 
Chris Galhraith. Wavne Minaker. Darren Minaker. Knin Bailidic. Ron 
Childerhose (Coach). 

IN THE GOOD OLD DAYS ... 

The first Rosser curling rink was built in 1946. The well water 
which was used to flood the ice was very hard. Someone 
suggested that we bring in some water from Winnipeg as it was 
much softer and made better ice. It was decided that Harry 
Slagennan and I should haul some water out to flood the rink so 
we loaded 21 drums onto my truck and set out for Winnipeg. 

On the trip in we decided that we might as well stop by the 
Brooklands Hotel. We thought maybe Sam Cohen, who was the 
owner, might let us get the water there. He said, "'Sure ... ", as we 
were both good customers of his at the time. 

We pulled the truck up to the side door and Sam hooked up a 
garden hose to the water tap behind the bar. We pulled it across 
the floor, through the side door, and started filling up the barrels 
on the truck. As I recall, it took about 15 minutes to fill each 
barrel. Everyone who came into the beer parlor wanted to know 
why the garden hose was stretched across the floor. Harry and I 
took turns changing the hose and put in a very enjoyable 
afternoon. 

We got back to Rosser with 21 barrels full of water quite a bit 
later that day. Trouble was, after all that, there were traces of oil 
or gasoline in every barrel and the water could not be used. 
Looking back I have to think, that regardless of the outcome, it 
was fun but I'm glad no one has to do it that way today. 

by Alan Beachell 





Alan Beachell, Carl Havixbeck lighting a birthday cake during New Year:, Eve 

centennial finale at Grosse Isle Hall. 

Igniting 101 sparklers turns out to be bigger than a two-man job; Councillors 

Norberg and Oatway pitch in with extra help from Charlie Lindsay. 

INDEX OF PARADE PHOTOS 

PHOTO # 

Ui"Oln Page 10) 

2 

3 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Clowning around! 

The Pipers Campbell - Shayne and Kyle. 

Reeve Alan and Laurie Beachell in 1926 Dodge Touring - driVel; Ernie Hause. 

Councillor Jack and Jean Oatway - drivel; Gerry Martin. 

Miss Interlake Katie Cmy - drivel; Rick Ruthelford. 

Former Councillor Gerald and Margaret Minaker in 1929 Model A Ford - driVel: 

Henry Martens. 
Former Councillor Percy Hudson in 1932 Dodge Desoto - driVel; Ben Blue. 

Former Councillor John Stewart in 1926 Model T Ford - drivel; Scott Broadfoot. 

10 Councillor Gunnar and Delphie Norberg in Helen Ross:, 1959 Buick LaSabre-

drivel: Rells Renooy, rider. Duncan Ross. 

11 Councillor Carl Havixbeck on family float. 

12 Councillor Bob White in 1953 Ford pickup. 

13 Young bicyclists on parade. 

14 Aj{)()t and aboard, Rosser Women:, Institute. 

15 Shriners ... always a good show. The Portage Motor Patrol and the Khartum 

Chanters. 

(from Page I I ) 

16 Rosser Guys and Gals 4-H Club Oil parade. 

17 Riders, stick ponies and Rear Action Clean-up. 

18 Members of Gmsse Isle WI float by. .. 

19 Alex Stewart in 1949 MeteOl: 

20 Phipps School 2004. Tractor driven by Cameron Stewart. Float riders Jean 

McClelland Tully, Karen Gray Kaplen. Donna Laing Kingsley, Keith and Ken 

Stewart, Bob Stewart, George Laing, John Laing, Jack Harris and Ernie 

Rossnagel. On horseback: CM. Stewart and Bill Riggal/. 

21 Rosser Pool (Manitoba Pool Elevators) 

22 The Corbett and Findlay families honour Rosser homesteaders. 

23 Les Lillebo and Edie Simonson provide a little travel in , music. 

24 Three generations of Lindsay:, in a 1935 International truck. 

25 Autosfrom the by-gone days. 

26 Comrie's t/"llck (like the Eveready blllllly)jUSt keeps going and going and going ... 

27 Al Knapp:, antique Ford truck. 

28 Yvonne Glenn and llama. 

29 The Holtmannfamity - true diversification. 

30 Every boy loves a dune buggy! 

3 I Doug Drobot on 1929 John Deere D with auger in tow. 

32 George Minaker in 1948 Dodge I -ton truck. 

33 Aria, Tyler and Scott Beachell - gone fishing on the Beachell farm. 

(from Page 12) 

34 RM of Rosser jire fighting equipment: engine and tanker t/"llck. (& 35) 

36 Farmcdl tractors: Models F 12, A and Cub jimll the Wclilace McTaggart collection. 

(37 & 38) 

39 A caravan of tractors ... 

40 The 1945 John Deere GM pulls an old John Deere binder; owned by B & J 

Palme!: 

41 From the Cathers/Holm collection: John Deere D tractor and threshe!: 

42 Jack and Lois RlIthelford and grandchildren rode by in a wagonload of sheaves 

pulled by a 1942 Oliver tractor driven by Randy Ruthelford. 

43 1947 Farmall Cub tractor (collection of Brian Palmer) pulling A&M Soil hay 

rack. 

44 Bill Hyde rides a Massey Harris Pony tractor with cultivator. 

45 A Case tractorfrom the Cathers/Holm collection. 

46 Dave Fisher:\' Minneapolis Moline tractor and trailer with display of miniatures. 

47 More moving muselIIn offarm machinery led by Brian Roche:, Farmcdl Cub. 

48 Lyn Scott brought his International A and Case combine. 

49 Derek White drove his John Deere D. 

50 John Deere A, mvned by Murray McCrae, and passengers. 

51 The caravan continues ... 

52 Is this another I'ersion of the carrot and stick technique? 

(from Page 13) 

53 Ridersfrom Bits & Bridles 4-H Club 

54 Merv Scott with ponies and Food Fare wagon. 

55 Art Butler's team and wagoll. 

56 Terry Beaton andfriends are prepared for the deluge! 

57 Rob Spencer drives horse and buggy. 

58 Quick, Pa, the cows are out! 

59 A Manchulenko BM drill rig. 

60 Three t/"llcks, a tractor. .. (& 61 ) 

62 ... and more tractors. 

63 After the parade, vintage cars were on exhibit. (64 & 65) 

66 More clowns in this parade I 

67 After the parade, vintage tractors were on exhibit. (& 68) 

69 What silly creature have we here? 

70 Felix Holtmann and Wayne Cathers throw sheaves ... 

7 I Threshing demollStration in progress. 

72 Homecoming is sure hungry work! 

73 Ice cream fills in all the empty comers ... 

74 ISIl't this a grand day! 



Fehruary 15, 1975 01 SI. FraJlcois Rillk Af/i-ed Hoas. Waller Ilaghorg, Ted 
SiIilOIlSOIl, alld Charlie Harris 'I'ilh all "eighl elideI''' 

THE EIGHT ENDER 

It was back in I 964 when curling was a game of fun and skiIl; 
in Rosser, at that time, we had a smaIl curling rink with two 
sheets of natural ice, a small waiting room and a coffee room 
upstairs. We spent many a happy social evening during the long 
winter months down at the rink, Everybody curled as this was 
our main source of entertainment. 

We, the Hallick rink, were curling against the Alan BeacheIl 
foursome, When we played the game away back then the object 
was to get as many of our rocks in to the house as we could, 
while opponents, with the same idea, tried to knock them out. I 
find watching the game, played by the best today, boring and 
uninteresting - it is so different when the game seems to be 
played out in front of the house or out of play behind the rings. 

On the exciting night of March 17, 1964, the Hallick rink was 
skipped by Gerald, third Norman Corbett, second Andy 
Stefani uk, and I was lead. Alan says he cannot remember who 
was on his rink but I'm telling you there was much jubilation in 
the little old rink that night when we chalked up that eight ender, 
every rock in the house. 

In those days Corbys, along with the Manitoba Curling Club, 
honoured each member on the rink with an eight ender pin, an 
engraved ashtray and a good corn curling broom, Gerald tells me 
they also sent out a bottle of Scotch, he shared it with friends at 
the elevator with no invitation to me! Like all sports today, 
curling has become too technical, too organized and no fun as a 
social game any more. 

by Anna Corbett 

Skip BOllllie liaghorg (secolldfrolll right) alld her rillk 
JUllior WOlilell's PrOl'illcial Chalilpiolls ill 1985 

Bea Plishka, Rossa Curlillg Cluh. lIIakillg a preseJltalioll 10 Isla f-Iaglwrg, presi
delll or Ihe l'vlalliroha Ladies Curlillg ;\ssocilllioll. allhe Prcsidcllt's Receplioll oil 
No\'clilher 9, 1988. Isla CIIrled OUI orlhe Rosscr alld Warrl'll Curlillg CllIhs. 

Isla Haghorg. Chairlilall orlhe Board, Willllipeg World '91 
Callada Sa/c'woy World ClIrlillg Chalilpiollships 

MARQUETTE CURLING CLUB 

The Marquette Curling rink was constructed in 1953 by a 
voluntary community group. The rink is located in the RM of 
Rosser in the village of Marquette. The property was owned by 
E.E. Dowler, now deceased, and the land on which the rink is 
situated is leased to the curling club for 99 years. 

The first organized meeting was held in 1949. Board members 
were K.M. Dowler, President, and Bill McRae, Secretary
Treasurer; A. Scott, Thomas Strachan, A. Pattenaude, D'arcy 
Dick, Allan Bailey, R.K. Wilkes, Victor Paton, Raoul Allard, 
Alex Robertson, Stewart KeIly were Directors, Head carpenter 
for construction was Charlie Slocombe, all work was done by 
volunteers. The official opening took place on January 3 I, 1953. 
Opening night, 84 year old Archie Scott, a long-time resident of 
Marquette, delivered the first rock to officiaIly open the new 
rink. 
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Marquette Curlillg Cluh takell ill the 1970'.1' 

O.flicial opellillg (If' "Arti/icial lee" at Marquelle Rillk. FelJl'lwrv 4.1989 
GUllllar Norherg. Alall Beachell. Ernie Oli\·er. Ed Pdt:. DOli Walsh. DOli 
Baldock. lall Rohertsoll. Margaret Scott. Ken Dowler. Doug Stmchall 

For the first three years Marquette operated as a combined 
club. In 1956 the ladies formed their own club; Lorna Strachan 
was the first president and Betty Dick the first secretary
treasurer. In 1972 the group amalgamated again and remain so at 
the time of this writing. 

The rink facilities were improved in 1972, when a 20 x 24 
foot addition was built to provide new kitchen and rest rooms. 
For a number of years installation of artificial ice had been 
discussed. Finally, with the aid of a government grant and a great 
deal of volunteer labour, on June 21, 1988 work got under way. 
Among the hard working volunteers were Archie McRae, Russ 
Oliver, Ian Robertson, Ross MacMillan, George Huston, Wayne 
Oliver, Richard DeConick, and Darren MacMillan. October. 
1988 the cement was poured and levelled in preparation for the 
building to house the ice plant. 

On January 17, 1989 an open bonspiel was held on the new 
ice. Wayne Oliver, Mark Peltz, Ernie Oliver, Rod Naughler 
comprised the first winning rink. February 4, 1989 the official 
ribbon cutting ceremony took place. Many dignitaries were on 
hand when Margaret Scott, daughter of Archie Scott, cut the 
ribbon. Luncheon was held in the rink, served by the club ladies. 
A cake in the shape of a scoreboard and rock was made by Alma 
Hiebert. Doug Strachan delivered the first rock. 

The Marquette rink has two sheets of ice and over the last 39 
years there were some lean times but curling has provided many 
hours of good times and has a picture album full of memories to 
prove it. In 1990, when Winnipeg hosted the World Curling 
Championships, our rink - one of a very few left in the province 
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using only two sheets of ice - was chosen to be televised as a fill 
in between games on nostalgia of curling. The commentary was 
done by Rod Black of TSN. 

At present we are still active with leagues for mixed, ladies 
evening and morning, seniors and family curling. 

Doug Struchall. deli\'erillg the/irst rock IV/argaret Scott. cUllillg the cake 

POKER DERBY: FUND RAISING FUN 

Research shows that Poker Derby began as a money making 
project for many community centres approximately 20 years ago. 
The Marquette Curling Club has operated its Derby for about 10 
years. It provides not only extra funds for club operations but 
another good social opportunity as well. During the registration 
and while participants travel the course by snowmobile, 
volunteers serve lunch at the rink. Besides the players, many 
local people in the area come out to visit. 

The club is home base and the starting point. Four check 
points are designated along a prearranged snowmobile route. At 
the starting point, each participant pays a fee and draws a card 
from a deck of playing cards. Participants draw another card at 
each check point along the route. At the close of the allotted 
time, the pm:ticipant who returns to home base with the best 
poker hand wins. Prizes are also awarded to the second and third 
place finishers. 

Ladies BOl/.lpiel Willdup at Rosser 



VIII FAMILY STORIES 

Life alld Lilllh hy She/ugh IHil/er 
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DA VID AND HOVDA ABA§ 

David Abas, or Dave as he is known to all, was born and raised 
at Hodgson, Manitoba. He met Houda Hagar of Lebanon and on 
February 14, 1989 they were married at Talayaba, Lebanon. They 
returned to Manitoba where he purchased an Esso service station on 
No.7 Highway. It is situated on the SW corner of 26-12-2E and is 
called "Stony Mountain Esso Service". Their home is right next door 
to the station. The business keeps them both very busy. 

Dave and Houda are in the process of raising a family of two 
daughters, Miranda and Shjanna. They, like most toddlers, are very 
lively and energetic and keep Mom and Dad busy when the business 
doesn't. 

ALLAN AND KATHERINE AITKEN 

The Aitken family history in Rosser began on August 20, 1978 
when Katharine Langille, only daughter of Willis and Dale Langille, 
married Allan Aitken, formerly of Dauphin, Manitoba. The wed
ding took place on the farm site. 

Allan and Kathy settled on the family farm, where, for one year, 
Allan joined brother-in-law Rick in the hog business and Kathy 
finished her Bachelor of Education Degree at the University of 
Manitoba. 

Allan and Rick found that raising hogs during the late seventies 
was less than profitable; so, in the fall of 1979, the hogs were sold 
and the barns became empty. Allan and Rick pursued a small 
business venture in the hog equipment line, while Kathy had a small 
business of her own which she operated with Shelley Stewart. 

The Aitken family had its first expansion in 1981 with the arrival 
of Matthew. By this time, Allan had decided to return to university 
to get his BachelorofEducation degree. The family left Rosser in the 
summer of 1982, but returned to the area in December 1983, settling 
in Stonewall. 

The family experienced its second expansion in the fall of 1984 
with the arrival of William. In January 1985, Allan went to work for 
the newly-elected Member of Parliament, Felix Holtmann, himself 
a life-time resident of Rosser. Kathy retired from her position to 
remain at home with her two boys. 

Life continued on in a fairly stable manner until May 1989, when 
Kathy's father, Willis Langille, passed away suddenly. That left 
Dale, Kathy's mom, alone to run a business, the farm site and a 
kennel full of prize-winning Pembroke Welsh Corgis, which Kathy 
co-owned with her. Also, the Aitkens had experienced a third 
expansion with the arrival of Daniel in July 1989. Their small 
bungalow in Stonewall was now, indeed, small. So, with all these 
factors to consider, the Aitkens moved back to the family residence 
of over 20 years. Gramma purchased a mobile home and gave the 
large, five bedroom home over to the younger generation. 

In the summer of 1990, Kathy and Allan learned of many children 
that had been left abandoned in orphanages due to the brutality of the 
communist system in the Eastern European country of Romania. We 
do live in a global village and it is amazing to think how events half 
way around the world can effect our lives. So with three boys 
needing a sister to teach them how the "other half' manages and 
Daniel, a full five years younger than William, growing up by 
himself, Allan and Kathy decided that a daughter to fill the space was 
what was required. They set out to adopt a child who had been 
abandoned and who needed a home. 

They began preparing for the task of international adoption in 
September and, by November 8, Kathy was ready and said good-bye 
to her husband and children when she set out for Romania. Finding 
their daughter was harder then Kathy or Allan had anticipated, but 
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after numerous calls home and lots of interesting events, Kathy 
found Mirela on November 24, 1990, in Preschool Number Two, in 
Bucharest, an orphanage for children aged three to six. 

Mirela was small for her age, but was bright and alert and almost 
chubby. She was three and a half years old at the time. She had been 
placed in an orphanage at the age of 16 days, her young single mother 
unable to assume the financial and emotional burden of raising a 
child. The years had been much kinder to Mirela than to some of the 
other children Kathy had encountered in the orphanages throughout 
Romania. Kathy decided to call Allan to tell him that his daughter 
had been found. 

The hard work now began. Because Mirela was abandoned, 
Kathy's Romanian interpreter had to secure a document from the 
police in Mirela's birth mother's home town stating the mother was 
no longer there. This document then had to go to a "Committee" in 
Bucharest to have Mirela declared officially abandoned. This took 
much time and Kathy felt she had no alternative but to leave the 
completion of the adoption up to a trusted Romanian friend. He 
agreed to complete the adoption and bring Mirela home to Canada. 
Kathy said good-bye to Mirela and, on December 8, returned home 
to a grateful family. 

After more difficulties and trying times, Mirela was able to come 
home to Canada on February 12, 1991. It was a joyful arrival for 
Mirela which received a great deal of media attention, locally and 
across Canada. 

Aitkell Family 
Matthew. Kathy. Allall 
Dalliel. Mirela. William 

At the time if this writing, Matthew is now ten and in grade five 
at Stonewall Centennial School. He enjoys living in the country as 
he is a real outside boy who thrives in the winter! Allan constructed 
a rink in the winter of91-92 for the whole family to enjoy. Matthew 
skates and plays baseball in the summer and throws a few baskets 
through the hoop. William is a precocious seven year old who is in 
grade two at the R.W. Bend School in Stonewall. William enjoys the 
outdoors but also enjoys reading and writing and 'rithmetic. Mirela 
attends Starting Blocks preschool in Stonewall and is making strides 
in every way that truly baffle her family. She has found her place in 
life and it is strange to think she hasn't always been with us. She is 
four and a half now and enjoys reading, playing with her younger 
brother as well as her older brothers, and she especially likes 
balloons. The Aitkens feel she is living testimony that miracles still 
happen! The youngestofthe bunch, Daniel, is the blond little cherub, 
who, at the time of this writing, is two and a half. He loves his 
brothers, but his special playmate and friend is his sister. 



Allan is in his eighth year of experience with Member of 
Parliament Felix Holtmann and enjoys the day-to-day challenges it 
brings. He notes with some disappointment that Rosser RM has not 
had any significant development over the past few years and hopes 
this situation will change. He has seen much development in other 
areas and has been instrumental in the steady improvement in the 
Interlake over the years of his tenure as Executive Assistant to the 
Member of Parliament. He and Felix are perhaps the best team on 
Parliament Hill. 

Kathy now works with her mother in the family business. Things 
are often hectic, as Mirela and Daniel are also office helpers! Kathy 
is currently the Chairman for the Manitoba Advisory Committee on 
Child Care, directly advising the Minister of Family Services on 
child care issues. She also teaches Sunday School at the Church of 
the Ascension in Stonewall. 

The Aitkens are certainly using the old family home to its fullest 
and enjoying living in the country. 

ANDER FAMILY 

Eric and his wife, Kerstin, arrived in Meadows in 1919. They left 
the Minneapolis, Minnesota area so that Eric could pursue an 
employment opportunity as a manager of the Syndicate Farm. New 
adventures were a part of their lives. Eric had come over from 
R~ttvik, Sweden in 1910 and by 1913 had raised enough money to 
brmg Kerstin and their four year old daughter, Anne, over from 
Sweden to Minneapolis. He worked for the Syndicate a number of 
years and then invested in their own farm. Part of their faIm land was 
bought from Thomas Hobbs. Eric Ander died December 25, 1941. 
After his death, Mrs. Ander spent her summers in Meadows on the 
farm and spent winters in Edmonton with her eldest daughter, Anne. 
Mrs. Ander sold her farm in 1957 and lived in Edmonton until her 
death in 1968. The Anders had four children. 

Ander Family 
Frolll ROil": Kcrstin. Eric 
Back ROil": Eric. Alllle. Margaret. Arthur 

Anne was born in Rattvik, Sweden in 1909. She married 
Clarence Greenlees of Edmonton in 1935. Mr. Greenlees is now 
deceased and Anne continues to live in Edmonton. Anne worked for 
many years in real estate. They have one son, Malcolm. Malcolm 
married Susan Halford of Edmonton and they have two children, 
Brian and Jane. Malcolm is currently a faculty member in the 

Commerce Department at Lynnfield College. He and his wife, Sue, 
live in McMinnviIle, Oregon. Their son, Brian, is married to Wendy 
Madaia of Reno and they live in Reno, Nevada with their son, 
Matthew. Their daughter, Jane, has graduated from college and is 
working in Eugene, Oregon. Anne passed away in August, 1992. 

Eric was born in Minneapolis in 1915. He married Isabelle MaIT 
of Winnipeg and they moved to Vancouverto live in 1949. Eric was 
self-employed and operated a fuel oil business and taxi service in 
Vancouver. He died February IS, 1981. They have two sons, Bruce 
and David. Bruce married Maureen Strandebo of Vancouver and 
they have three sons: Doug, Michael and Robert. Bruce is employed 
in a management position with NOV A Corporation and he and his 
family live in Calgary, Alberta. Their son, Doug, graduated and 
works for British Telecom in London, England. Michael has 
recently graduated from the University of Alberta and Robbie is 
attending Royal College. David married Pat Marsden of Vancouver 
and they had a daughter, Mamie. David is a self-employed broker 
in the home furnishings trade. He currently resides in West Vancou
ver, British Columbia and is now married to Ronna Bailey of 
Hamilton, Ontario. They have a daughter, Ashley. 

Arthur was born in Minneapolis in 19 17. He married Eileen 
Franke of Winnipeg. He pursued a career as an airline pilot and as 
a result lived in Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver. He retired as 
chief pilot in Vancouver for Air Canada in 1975. They have two 
sons, Brian and Gary. Brian married Dianne Pearce of Winnipeg 
and they have two children, Bradley and Julie, both attendingjunior 
high school. Brian is manager of a manufacturing firm in Winnipeg 
and resides with his family in St. Andrews, Manitoba, just north of 
Winnipeg. Gary married Teal McGeer of Vancouver and they have 
four children: Melissa, Christopher, William and Eric. Their three 
eldest children are attending school and Eric is in pre-school. Gary 
is a pilot for Air Canada and currently resides in West Vancouver, 
British Columbia. Arthur's wife, Eileen, died March 13, 1986. In 
October 1990 he married Betty MacMillan of Vancouver. They 
reside in Sudden Valley, Washington during the summer and spend 
the winter months in St. Petersburg, Florida. 

Margaret was born in Winnipeg in 1925. In 1943 she and two 
of her friends left for Washington D.C. to seek their fortune and 
found employment with the United States government. She met and 
married Jack Davis and remained in Washington, D.C. After her 
work with the governme:nt, she worked in the banking industry. She 
died August I 1,1967. They had no children. 

- Brian Ander 

ANDERSON FAMILY 

Olaf and Mary Anderson 
Mary Gunnarson and Olaf Anderson were born in Sweden in 

1870 and immigrated to Winnipeg in 1888. Olaf's first job was as a 
section man on the CPR from Bergen to Meadows. The section 
house was located in Rosser. There were only two families in Rosser 
then, the Smiths and the Beachells, and a small store. Mary worked 
as a cook in the Svea Hotel in Winnipeg and that is where they met 
one another. Going to River Park on Sundays in a horse-drawn street 
car were outings for them. 

In 1890, Olaf got a job working for M.P. Peterson in Winnipeg 
delivering water to the houses with a horse and two-wheeled cart, 
soft water from the river and drinking water from a pump at five 
cents a pail for soft water and ten cents a pail for well water. 

In 1892, Olaf went to Neche, North Dakota, and worked for a 
farmer until 1894 when the farmer rented the farm to him. In the 
summer of 1895, Mary and Olaf were married in Neche. He really 
wanted to buy some farm land but as the land in that region was 
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selling at such a high price he decided to go back to Manitoba where 
the land around Rosser was selling from $4.00 to $15.00 an acre for 
prairie land. He bought 240 acres on 10-12-1 E, with good buildings, 
for $17.00 an acre. In the fall of 1899, after he had threshed the crop 
in Neche, he came to Rosser. 

There were three children by then: Esther, Elmer and Edwin 
(Ted). Olaf and Mary and the children drove up with six horses. They 
rode in a democrat. Two men drove wagons with furniture and the 
machinery was sent by train. It took two days to get to Rosser, where 
they began their new life. Olaf rented hay land and shipped hay to 
Winnipeg for a few years. By 1918, he had bought and rented 1500 
acres and 30 head of work horses. They had two more children; a 
total of five boys and one girl made up their family. 

Esther, the eldest child of Mary and Olaf Anderson, was born in 
October, 1896. She married Edward Vermette in 1920 and lived in 
Winnipeg where they raised three daughters: Eva, Audrey and 
Doreen. Ed passed away in 1962 and Esther in 1983. Esther's home 
was always open and the welcome mat out to the rest of her family 
whenever they came to "town" either for a cup of coffee or a place 
to stay. 

Elmer, the oldest son of Olaf and Mary Anderson, was born in 
September, 1897 in Neche, North Dakota, moving to the East Rosser 
area with his parents in the fall of 1899. They settled on a 240 acre 
farm located on 10-12-1 E. Elmer had to quit school at an early age 
to help his dad on the farm. He joined the Army in World War I and 
went overseas in the spring of 1918 with the 81 st draft and came 
back to Winnipeg in the fall of 1919. He volunteered to go to France 
to fill in trenches for which he received a $100 bonus and two weeks 
in Paris, everything paid for. 

Army pay was $1.10 a day while here in Canada and 55 cents 
more a day overseas. On returning home from overseas he bought 
240 acres of land from Ed Ryan on 21-12-1 E, just one mile north of 
the home place. 

It was sister Esther who introduced Elmer to a young Swedish 
girl, Anna Brita Erikson. Anna arrived in Winnipeg in 1923 at the 
age of 23 to be with her brother, Erik, who had been here since 1909. 
Anna was the youngest of five children of Anna Brita Olson and 
Anders Erikson ofJamtland, Sweden. Her first job in Winnipeg was 
as a maid and cook for an English couple at 600 Wardlaw. 

In 1926, she and her best friend moved to Minneapolis to work. 
Elmer, after corresponding for six months by letter, went down there 
and they were married on December 18, 1926. They lived with 
Elmer's parents until the fall of 1927 when they moved into their 
new house. 

Together they worked very hard, especially through the 30's. In 
the early years, Anna would go into Winnipeg by train with eggs and 
butter and deliver them to their customers. She would then buy 
groceries, mostly at Glassman's Store on Logan Avenue, and then 
come home on the train to Gordon where Elmer would pick her up. 
There were always lots of chores to do - cows, pigs, chickens and 
turkeys as well as all the horses needed to do the field work. 

Up until 1937 when Elmer bought his first tractor, an Interna
tional W30 from Percy Beachell, all the work was done with horses. 
In 1941, they bought another 240 acres on 22-12-1 E and 28-12-1 E. 
In 1942, he purchased his first combine, an International pull-type 
number 22, also from Mr. Beachell. 

Two girls were born to this couple: myself, Bernice, and Mildred. 
We attended school at East Rosser. There were no school buses then, 
we rode horseback and bicycle and, in the winter, went by horses and 
closed-in cutter. The school was two miles south of our home. Just 
like the present time, the highlight of the year was the Christmas 
Concert where the children, dressed in brand new outfits, performed 
for their proud parents. Of course, in those years, roads were not 
always open for cars and we would travel to the concert and any other 
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community affairs by horses and sleigh-box, pick up passengers 
along the way, put up the horses in the school barn, and then travel 
home again all bundled up with blankets, etc. 

We took Grades 9 to II at Grosse Isle School. Although Margue
rite Quickfall (Minaker), who was teaching at East Rosser at that 
time, taught our Grade 9 class with the aid of correspondence. Mi llie 
continued at East Rosser while I took Grade 10 and 11 at Grosse Isle, 
catching the horse-drawn van at Roy Anderson's. 

During the winter, I would travel across the field with a one-horse 
homemade sleigh my dad had made for me and I would put up the 
horse at Uncle Roy's. Many times, on really stormy days, our dog 
would come halfway across the field to meet me, probably to make 
sure I got home safely. Millie and I both took business courses at 
Angus Business College. Millie ended up working for Investors 
Syndicate and I, with the Winnipeg School Division at Kelvin High 
School. 

In June, 1951 I married John (Jack) Munro of Argyle and we 
bought a farm on 1-12-1 E and worked together with my parents until 
they retired and we took over the farm. 

D~ld enjoyed farming and he enjoyed telling his grandchildren 
stories of the early days. He saw many changes in farming during 
this time. Mom will be remembered as a hard-working lady who 
loved to cook and entertain. Her home-baked rye bread and 
cinnamon buns were her speciality. 

In their later years they took time to travel quite a bit. They made 
three trips to Sweden, visiting all their relatives there, as well as 
travels in Canada and the United States. 

Mom passed away in January, 1987 and Dad in June, 1989 and, 
except for the last few years, they had a very healthy and productive 
life. Living up to the old adage that "hard work never hurt anyone", 
they set a good example for their children and grandchildren to live 
up to. 

Elmer (lnd Anna Anderson 

Mildred (Millie) is the youngest daughter of Anna and Elmer 
Anderson. After attending school at East Rosser and Grosse Isle, and 
a business course at Angus Business College, she got a job with 
Investors Syndicate. It was here that she met Clayton Turnbull. 
They were married in June, 1955 and reside in the Fort Garry area. 
They have two children, Gary and Lynn. 

Gary married Shelley Jarvis in 1979. They have three children: 
Megan, Derek and Claire. They are presently living in Winnipeg. 
Lynn married Chris Glowach in 1981 and they are living in Teulon. 
Tbey have one son, Nicholas. 

Millie and Clayton have always enjoyed the outdoors, particu
larly camping, fishing, canoeing, biking and cross-country skiing. 



Their families are also outdoor enthusiasts and enjoy many of the 
same activities. 

Clayton retired from Investors Group in September, 1991 after 41 
years of service. 

- Jack and Bernice Munro 

Arnold and Margaret Anderson 
Arnold was born on August 4, 1900, son of Mary and Olaf 

Anderson of Rosser, Manitoba. He had four brothers and one sister. 
He went to school at East Rosser spending his young life living and 
working with his parents on the farm. 

On October 14,1930 Arnold married Margaret Olson who came 
from Jaivso, Sweden in 1928. Arnold and Margaret then started 
farming on SE 16-12-1 E: did mixed farming and, in later years, 
started in the business of shipping milk and selling eggs. 

Margaret and Arnold enjoyed having company, serving dinners, 
and entertaining family and friends. They carried on the prepara
tions of Swedish food dishes and traditions as much as possible. 

On February 21, 1960 Arnold passed away at the age of 59 after 
a losing battle with cancer. Margaret carried on with the chicken and 
eggs business after Arnold's death. 

Arne Anderson 
Margaret and Arnold had one son, Arne, who was born December 

31, 1931. 
Arne started working out on construction at the age of sixteen, on 

draglines and heavy equipment, spending much of his time away 
from home. In 1953 Arne bought 240 acres ofland which was known 
as the Minaker farm on Section 9. Arne then got ajob in Winnipeg 
for R. Litz & Sons as a crane operator where he worked for the next 
25 years. In 1967, Arne and Margaret bought 240 acres of land from 
Ray Slagerman, which then gave them a total of 720 acres. 
Margaret went home to Sweden to visit family and friends several 
times. In return, family and friends came to visit her here in Canada 
which she enjoyed very much. Margaret enjoyed the farm, animals, 
chickens and gardening. 

In January, 1989 for health reasons, Margaret moved to Rosewood 
Lodge care home in Stonewall and, at present, is still living there. 

Arne lives on the family farm. 

Roy and Gertrude Anderson 
Roy was born November4, 1905 at the family farm in Rosser. His 

parents were Mary and Olaf Anderson. He grew up with his sister, 
Esther, and four brothers, Elmer, Ted, Arnold and Leslie. He 
attended East Rosser School through Grade VIII, then worked 
together with his brothers on the family farm. 

I was born Gertrude Selden in Winnipeg. I grew up near Fisher 
Branch in the Interlake. I attended St. John's High' School in 
Winnipeg through Grade XII and also Normal School where I 
obtained my teaching certificate in 1926. 

In the fall of 1928, I came to Rosser to teach school at East Rosser 
School District No. 594. I spent the next four years there. During 
those years I stayed with Wilburn and Lucille Mulligan and have 
many happy memories ofthe time we spent together. The school was 
the centre of the community in those days and memories of concerts 
and dances and wedding showers still remain. 

Roy and I were married in the summer of 1934 right in the middle 
of the "Great Depression" as they call it now. We had a new house 
and a new chicken house built on the corner of 160 acres of hay land 
of the northwest quarter section. With love and faith in the years 
ahead we started our life together. 

The following year, in 1935, our daughter, Shirley, was born. On 
Christmas morning of 1937 our son, Ed, arrived to complete our 
family. 

Those were busy years. Roy had customers in the city and sold 
eggs, chickens and cream to make our living. 

In the fall of 1937 Roy was elected councillor for our ward and 
served on the Rosser Council for the following eight years. 

The year before Shirley started school, we had our land trans
ferred from the East Rosser School District to Grosse Isle Consoli
dated School District so we could have the service of the school van 
as we lived some distance from East Rosser School. Grosse Isle 
School District also offered classes through to Grade XI. 

We farmed with horses, raised cattle, continued to break up more 
land, built more farm buildings and paid lumber bills. 

In the spring of 1941, a young boy of 12 came to us from the 
Children's Aid Society. Bill McQuarrie became a foster son to us. 
He attended school at Grosse Isle. In the fall of 1945, he started work 
with Air Canada. He was transferred to the east shops in Montreal 
and we did not hear from him until he drove into the yard in the 
summer of 1952 with his wife, Anne. They were then living in 
Toronto. They have done well over the years. For the last ten years, 
they had their own steel company in Calgary but have retired as of 
1991. We have always been family to Bill and Anne and have 
enjoyed many visits together over the past years. 

From 1942 to 1952 we had a milk contract and shipped milk to 
Crescent Creamery. During the 1940' s Roy also served as trustee on 
the Grosse Isle School Board - part of the time as chairman of the 
Board. We took part in most of the community activities. 

After the war, the Ladies Community Club became a member 
club in the Manitoba Women's Institute. This was the beginning of 
the Grosse Isle Women's Institute. I served as the first president and 
dedicated many years to community work. Later I was elected to the 
District Board of the Women's Institute. I also served as President 
of the Winnipeg-Interlake District for two years. Those were busy, 
stimulating years. 

In 1952, we sold our dairy herd and bought 80 acres of land at the 
west of our farm from Frank Walker. We now had a tractor and new 
machinery, so there were more bills to pay. But that is what progress 
is all about. 

In 1952, Shirley finished Grade XI and that fall entered United 
College and successfully completed her first year university course. 
The following year she attended business college and was gainfully 
employed until her marriage in 1958 to Roland Ruhr of Winnipeg. 

During the late 40's and into the 50's, we contracted to drive one 
of the school van routes. Our first route was one that went to 
Pressman's west then north down the Meridian Road. Roy would 
leave shortly after 7:00 a.m. with a team of horses and a fire going 
in the covered sleigh. Before that, the morning chores and milking 
had to be taken care of. I would then wake our children and prepare 
them for the arrival of their van at 8:00 a.m. 

Those were early mornings and busy days. There was also the 
second trip at 3:00 p.m. The wage for a month was $50.00. We used 
the car in the summer and fall and in the 50's, roads were improved 
and snow plows were used so cars could be used more. We also 
changed routes so we were able to start out at our home with our own 
children. It was often my chore to drive the van route, different ways 
for different times. 

Ed finished school at Grosse Isle in 1954. That fall he was 
employed at the Hudson Bay store in the city. 

In late January of 1955, he and a friend took the train north to 
Churchill to work. That spring they flew north to Coral Harbour on 
Northampton Island. He worked in the Northern Aerial Survey 
Services camp and he returned in August bringing home a husky dog 
pup. It had been quite an experience for a young boy. 

That fall he began as a plumber's apprentice in the Mikkelsen
Coward plumbing company. In his final year at apprentice school, 
he won a scholarship trip to Peoria, Illinois for ten days at the large 
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Trade Institute there. He was gainfully employed with Mikkelsen
Coward for many years. He was also a great help to his dad during 
busy times on the farm. 

In the spring of 1960, I applied and secured employment as a 
teacher in Brooklands School District. Roy and I decided to buy a 
home in Winnipeg and let the young folks, Ed and Joan, live on the 
farm. We bought a home at 975 Banning Street in the west end of the 
city. In September, 1963 we left our home in Grosse Isle; left with 
many memories of hardships shared, progress made and happy 
times together with neighbours and friends. We remembered the 
happy times; times when we celebrated our 25th wedding anniver
sary at our home together. I still treasure the gifts we received from 
the communities of Rosser and Grosse Isle. We left also with a 
feeling that each in our own way had contributed somewhat to the 
communities in which we had lived for 29 years. 

Roy got work at the Health Sciences Centre in January of 1966. 
He was hired as a Technician's Assistant in the EEG Lab on the fifth 
floor. He enjoyed his work and retired in 1978 at age 72. 

We sold the farm toEd in 1968. It was time for the next generation 
to carryon. 

I retired from teaching at the end of 1969. By that time, we had 
several grandchildren and looked forward to spending time with 
them. Grandma's cookie tin could never be empty. 

Roy's health began to deteriorate in the early 80's. He suffered 
with emphysema which progressively got worse until his death in 
April, 1988 at the age of 83 years. He had been blessed with nine 
beautiful grandchildren, now all young adults; had shared 54 years 
of marriage - years of love, work, joys and sorrows. 

I still live in our little home on Banning Street. My health is quite 
good, my eyes can't see as well and I can't walk as fast but then I 
don't have to hurry anyway. I belong to an adult day club and we 
meet at Lion's Place every Friday. The young people and the family 
are very good to me, phone often and drop in to see me. Grandma's 
cookie tin is still never empty. 

This past year I was happy to attend the marriages of two 
granddaughters: Ed's eldest daughter, Shannon, and Shirley's eldest 
daughter, Vikki. I have one great-granddaughter. 

This story closes and I remain with happy memories of joys and 
struggles shared with family and old friends and good neighbours in 
the communities of Rosser and Grosse Isle. 

- Gertrude Anderson 

A 
"I' 't 
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Leslie. Elmer. Esther. Ted. Amold alld Roy Alldersoll 
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Edwin (Ted) Anderson 
Ted was born in Neche, North Dakota. He was the third child and 

second son of Mary and Olaf Anderson. Ted was just an infant when 
they moved to the family home in Rosser. He attended East Rosser 
School. 

As was usual in those early days, when school days ended, work 
on the farm began. With five boys in the family, more and more land 
was acquired and paid for. 

Ted was the bachelor of the family. He stayed on at the family 
farm after the marriage of his brother, Leslie, and the death of his 
mother in 1944. 

Ted fanned 480 acres ofland. He was a good farmer and an expert 
with machinery. He was always there to lend a helping hand when 
needed. 

His life was quiet and uneventful. He died in 1961 after an 
unsuccessful brain tumour operation. Uncle Ted was sadly missed 
by all the family. 

- Gertrude Anderson 

Leslie and Muriel Anderson 
Leslie Anderson was the youngest son of Mary and Olaf Anderson. 

He lived on the home farm all his life. In 1940, he married Muriel 
Maskell of Winnipeg. They had three sons: James, Leonard and 
Richard. 

Leslie Anderson enjoyed his years of farming. He passed away 
August 6, 1988. 

James and Dorothy Anderson 
Jim went to school in Rosser and completed his education at Tec 

Voc. In 1966, he married Dorothy Donaldson from Winnipeg. They 
purchased the home of Mrs. W.R. Childerhose in Rosser. They had 
three children: Glen, Mark, and Julie. 

In 1967, they purchased the Harold Miller farm. In winter, Jim 
worked in the city and took great pride in his farm in the summer. In 
1978, their new home was built on Section 10-12-1 E next to the 
original homestead. 

Glen attended school in Rosser, Grosse Isle, and graduated from 
Warren Collegiate in 1984. He then entered Red River Community 
College taking a two year course in business administration. He 
graduated from his course in 1987 and secured employment with 
PCL Construction, as an accountant. Glen married Barbara Parke in 
1990. They are currently living in Ottawa. 

Mark attended school in Rosser, Grosse Isle and graduated from 
Warren Collegiate in 1988. Mark now operates the family farm and 
is in his second year of agriculture at the University of Manitoba. 

Julie attended school in Rosser, Grosse Isle and is presently in 
Grade 11 at Warren Collegiate. 

Jim was involved with the community and curling. Due to illness, 
he was forced to restrict his activities but was always there to cheer 
on the others. He passed away August 29, 1990. 

Leonard and Diane Anderson 
Leonard is the second oldest son of Leslie and Muriel. He went 

to school in Rosser and graduated from Warren Collegiate in 1962. 
He worked at the bank of Nova Scotia for five years and is now 
employed at the Great West Life Insurance Company. 

He married Diane Peever of Winnipeg in 1965. They have three 
children. Debbie, who is now a child care worker, married Bill 
Gomm in 1991. Steven is actively involved in his studies at the 
University of Manitoba in the faculty of Engineering. Tracey is 
presently going to school at Shaftsbury High in Grade 11. They all 
reside in Winnipeg. 



Richard and Louanne Anderson 
The youngest son, Richard, went to school in Rosser and gradu

ated from Warren Collegiate in 1965. He, too, worked for the Bank 
of Nova Scotia but is now with the Investors Group. 

He married Louanne Szulikowski of Regina in 1972. They have 
two sons: Jason, who is completing Grade 12, andJeffin Grade 10. 
They presently reside in Portage La Prairie. 

JOHN AND NETTIE ANDERSON 

We moved to Rosser in August, 1964 half a mile north of Little 
Mountain School on Klimpke Road. 

At that time we had two children, Ken and Darlene. Over the 
years, we had three more children, Tim, Janice and Shirley. Our 
children attended school in Rosser, Grosse Isle, Stonewall and 
Warren. 

At present, Ken and Shirley live at home. Darlene and her 
husband, Ron Judge, live in Burlington, Ontario. Tim, his wife, Kim, 
and their three daughters are in Winnipeg. Janice also lives in 
Winnipeg. 

JOSEPH M. AND KATHLEEN ATKINSON 

Joseph McKee Atkinson was born in Winnipeg, the fifth child 
and second son of Mr. & Mrs. W.1. Atkinson. He attended Little 
Mountain School and went to Winnipeg, attending Kelvin High 
School. He later became a civil engineer. 

As a young man, Joe took part in sports such as hockey, skating, 
baseball and enjoyed playing golf. He was interested in all commu
nity affairs and served on the local school board of Little Mountain 
and also as a juror in the fall assizes of 1945. He belonged to the 
Masonic Lodge. 

Joe worked for many years at construction work on such devel
opments as the Seven Sisters power plant and Pine Falls paper mill; 
built bridges over the Assiniboine River between Russell and 
Roblin; Valley River, north of Dauphin; railroad bridge over the 
Nelson River and the transmission line into Ingolf, Ontario to name 
but a few. He also lived and worked in the Medicine Hat and 
Vancouver areas. 

In 1930,he boughtpartofNW 28-11-2E andSW 28-11-2E where 
he built his home in 1932 and lived and farmed there until the time 
of his death in 1960. 

While supervising the construction of a bridge over the Swan 
River at Lenswood in 1935, he met me, Kathleen Utting. I was born 
in Swan River, the only child of Arthur and Catherine Utting, 
pioneers of the Lens district, 16 miles northeast of Bowsman River. 
I was the first white child born that far north at that time. The 
settlement beyond us was inhabited by native people. I received my 
education at Lens and Bowsman schools and, after completing my 
schooling, I worked in a grocery store and post office at Lenswood 
until the time of our marriage in December 1939. We had one son, 
Clive, born in 1941. 

Clive attended Little Mountain School and later Brooklands 
High School and Manitoba Teachers Institute. He lived and took part 
in the life of the community until 1967. At this time he moved to 
Vancouver to make his home and married Wan ita Cartwright of 
Quadra Island. They have two sons, Troy and Daryl Joseph. Clive 
and his family continue to live in Surrey, British Columbia. After my 
husband's death I was employed by the T. Eaton Co. I retired in 1986 
and, at the present time, live in our original home. 

- from Rosser Ripples, updated by Kathleen Atkinson 

A TTREE FAMILY 

Joseph and Ellen Mary (Inkster) 
Our father, Joseph Attree was born in Stoko-Newington London, 

England on July 8, 1862. He worked in an office until 1882 when he 
decided to come to Canada along with a number of young friends. 
He arrived in Winnipeg on March 30, 1882, to a very cold day (30 
degrees below). He had on a bowler hat that wasn 'tmuch help in that 
temperature. He then went to work for the Henderson family at 
Springfield. The first morning on the job he was given an axe and 
sent out to cut oak trees. He cut his foot and after appropriate 
treatment was sent back to work with the advice that a poor start 
ensured a good ending. He started farming for himself in the Garson
Hazelridge district. The fann was situated three miles south of 
Garson. 

Our mother, Ellen Mary Inkster, was born at Stonewall on 
November 28, 1882, the eldest daughter of William Inkster and the 
former Margaret Tait of Headingley. Our grandfather was a de
scendant of the family that arrived with the Selkirk settlers in 1812 
from the Orkney Islands. 

Our parents were married on December 11, 1907. They farmed 
the Garson faI11l until June 8,1943 when they bought the AlfWalker 
farm and moved to Rosser. We still live on the fannsite. After three 
years they bought another parcel of land from John Buckle. These 
two farms, except for the building site where they now live, were 
bought by Dale and Paulette Siagerman in 1982. 

Harry. GelJflalld IJ/olilcr. EllclI Arrrcc. Bill (illscl) 

There were seven in the family, John (Jack) was the eldest. He 
worked as a mechanic for many years as well as serving with the 
RCAF during World War II. He passed away in July 1975. 

Harry, who still lives on the building site, farmed the land until 
1982 when he retired. 

Mary, who also served in the forces in World War II, lives in 
Ottawa where she worked as dietitian forthe RCMP until retirement. 
Previous to this, she worked in Regina at the General Hospital. 

Geoff, who passed away in November, 1981 also farmed with 
Harry on the family farm. They grew grain and kept a dairy herd for 
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many years. 
Edward (Ted), who lives in Winnipeg also served in the RCAF 

during World War II. He worked as an accountant with the Income 
Tax Department until his retirement. He married Beatrice Mitchell 
and they have three daughters: Linda, Janice and Wendy. 

Ruth, who lived in Toronto, married Bill Tucko and raised three 
children: Paul, Debbie and Dawn. Ruth passed away in 1983. 

William (Bill), was the youngest and lives on the building site 
with Harry. He operated a turkey farm on the premises for 25 years. 
After he retired he became involved with volunteer work. 

Our father passed away in January 8, 1948 after 40 years of 
marriage. Our mother passed away July 24, 1975. 

Our life in Rosser has been very pleasant with good neighbours 
and friends. As long as we are able, we hope to stay here. 

THE BEN BAIN FAMILY 

As told in The Grosse Isle Story, James Bain of Scottish 
ancestry took up farming in Grosse Isle in 1887. He built his 
home in the heavily wooded part of NE 25-12-1 W. In the 1890's 
there was a large herd of Shorthorns but as more and larger fields 
were opened for crops the number of livestock decreased. An 
item in the Stonewall Argus in 1897 speaks of 3,500 bushels of 
wheat harvested. James farmed until his death in 1906. The farm 
was rented out until 1912 when Ben, a younger son who had 
been with the railroad, took over the family fann. 

Eli:abeth alld Belljall/ill Baill 

Ben and Elizabeth (Griffiths) 
Ben married Elizabeth Griffiths from Wales and they raised 

five children. 
Jim married Lily Jordan and they are both deceased. They had 

two children: Eileen and James, Jr. (also deceased). 
Elizabeth is deceased. 
Evelyn married George Smith. They are both deceased. They 

had two children: Dianne and Judy. 
Helen married George Harris, eldest son of Stewart and Annie 

Harris. George has passed away. Helen or Nell, as she is 
affectionately called by her family, lives in Winnipeg. In her 86th 
year she is a bundle of energy and enthusiasm to all who know 
her. She drives her car in the summer and tries to visit Grosse 
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Eli:abeth Baill Gwladrs (Baill) Nichol 

George alld Helell (Baill) Harris 

Isle each Sunday to meet the "Prairie Dog" and visit family 
members. 

Gwladys married Cleve Nichol from Warren. Cleve and 
Gwladys, now both deceased, had three children: Betty, Ben and 
Dan. 

Ben Bain passed away in 1960. Helen and Elizabeth 
continued to farm until 1970 when their nephew, Dan, took over 
the family farm. (See Dan Nichol history elsewhere in this book.) 
Dan and Carol built a new home in the same heavily wooded 
yardsite at NE 25 12 I W. 

"As Il1'rite this history I reali:e and alii prolld to he thefollrth 
generation of the Bainfalllily to ha\'e /il'ed in this location." 

Dan Nichol, 1993 

A true friend unbosoms /reely, 
advises justly, assists readily, 
adventures boldly, takes all patiently, 
defends courageously, and continues 
a friend unc/wngeably . 

WILLIAM PENN 



SIMON AND MARIA BAIS 

Simon and Maria were both born in Holland. Upon coming to 
Canada they met, married and homesteaded at Beechy, Saskatch
ewan. In 1925 they moved to Winnipeg where Simon worked as a 
cake decorator. In 1930 they moved from Winnipeg to Meadows 
with their five children: Henrietta, Jacob (Jack), Johanna (Anne), 
Mary and Jan (John). 

All five children attended the one-room school house located one 
mile west of Meadows. Later a new school was built in the village. 

The children had a great time going to dances at Meadows, 
Marquette, Meadow Lea and sometimes to Assiniboine Haven. In 
winter transportation was by horse and sleigh. Summer dances were 
few and far between as often there was work to do on the fann. 
However, when they managed to get away they travelled in a horse 
drawn wagon with a smoke pot to help keep mosquitos away. A good 
time was had by all. Maria passed away in 1949, Simon in 1954. 

Henrietta married Ruben Riege from the next fann in 1938. 
They had five children: Gus, Bill, Henry, Marian and Linda. They 
lived next to Hubkas' until 1958 when they moved to Winnipeg. 

One thing that has not changed over the years is that they still love 
to attend the Meadows dances; however, they appreciate driving out 
in their car with a heater or air conditioner rather than the horse and 
buggy. 

Jack married Jean Humpage from Meadows in 1940. They 
presently live in Camrose, Alberta. They have three children: 
Frances, Don and Bob. Frances lives in St. Albert, Alberta and 
married Ray Riege. They have four children: Roy, Rob, Chris and 
Dawn. All the children still reside in the Edmonton area. Don lives 
in Red Deer, Alberta. He married Kathy and they have three 
children: Sherri, and twins, Darren and Darrel. Bob lives in St. 
Andrews on Blackdale Road. His hobby fann has horses, dogs and 
cats. 

Anne married Doug Moore in October 1941. He was taken 
prisoner in Hong Kong and died there. She later married Ivan 
Henning in 1946 and he passed away in 1974. In June 1977, Anne 
married Walter Richardson who passed away that same year. Anne 
still enjoys playing cards, dancing and maintaining a beautiful yard 
in St. James. 

Mary has resided in Calgary for over 35 years. Mary married 
Ernie Stenberg and has two children, Bonnie and Glen. She later 
married Emil Ufland who passed away in 1981. Bonnie currently 
lives in Milton, Ontario. She is married to Bob Harrison and has 
three children: Sarah, Dayle and Matthew. Glen and his wife, Gloria, 
live in Calgary and they have three children: Grant, Jason and 
Jacqueline. 

John married Pat Winn from Kelwood, Manitoba. They currently 
live in St. Boniface, however, enjoy going south most winters.They 
have four children: Janet, Jim, Tim and Trudy. Janet married Jack 
McKinnon in March 1983 and they reside in Winnipeg. Jim married 
Maryanne Serbyniuk and they have two children: Leslie and John. 
They also live in Winnipeg. Tim married Julie Dyck inJuly 1991 and 
they live in San Diego, California. Trudy married Jim Teichrieb and 
live in St. Boniface. They are expecting their first baby in March 
1992. 

- Henrietta Riege 

BALA YEWICZ FAMILY 

Adam and Aniela Balayewicz 
My father, Adam, was born in 1902 in the village of Ostrow, 

Poland in the township of Sokol. He was the eldest son of four 
children. 

When he was eight years old, his father, Thomas, left his wife and 
children and came to Canada. He planned to return to Poland after 
he earned some money to purchase more land back home but World 
War I broke out and he was notable to return. A few years later, his 
young wife passed away, leaving Adam in charge of his sister and 
two brothers and the farm. 

Within a few years Adam's father, Thomas, did manage to bring 
the other children to Canada but Adam had to serve a two-year term 
in the Polish army and look after his land. In 1928, he married Aniela 
Marczewska whom he had known since childhood. 

In 1930 they sold all that they owned in Poland and sailed for 
Canada with their newborn son, Joseph. Their ship was the Melita 
and after a three-week ocean journey-overcoming an iceberg, stonns, 
high winds and waves-they arrived and then travelled from Halifax 
to Winnipeg by train. They settled with Thomas at his home on 
Robinson Street. 

Their arrival in Canada was a harsh one! The Great Depression 
had hit hard and a few months later their beloved son, Joseph, died 
of pneumonia. They were deeply saddened and regretted ever 
leaving their homeland, but it was too late. They couldn't go back. 
Aniela was able to secure employment at a steel factory and Adam 
worked on construction and other jobs. 

Standing: Adeline. Anie/a 
Seated: Adalll and .foanie Ba/ayell'ic: 

A few years later a daughter, Adeline, was born to them and the 
future looked brighter. By 1939, tired of life in the city, my father 
purchased 240 acres as a homestead in the town of Meadows. For the 
next few years he commuted from Winnipeg by train. He worked 
many long hard hours with teams of horses breaking up pasture and 
tall grass prairie. 

In 1942 my grandfather, Thomas, passed away and the Balayewicz 
family moved to take up pennanent residence in Meadows. 

I was born at the conclusion of World War II. My sister, Addie, 
had already moved back to the city to continue her education and 
after graduating from college she secured ajob with the Department 
of Transport. 

In 1959 she married Manfred Schnabel from Manheim, Gennany 
and later had a son, Leonard. 
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In 1963 my father suffered a stroke that left him paralysed. In 
1964 Fred was tragically killed on the DEW line. He was foreman 
of Radar Communication for DOT and the high tower on which he 
was working collapsed. 

A year later, Addie and her son, Leonard, sailed for Germany to 
visit Fred's parents. On board ship she met David Molden from 
Birmingham, England. He later came to Winnipeg and, in March 
1966 they were married. My father passed away the same year. My 
mother, Aniela, had run the farm by herself for three years but now 
decided to purchase Addie's home and move to the city. In 1967 
Addie, David and Leonard moved to Victoria, British Columbia. 

My mother sold the farm to Elsie and Arvid Norberg that same 
year and moved to Beverley Street. 

A few years ago, my mother, Aniela or "Nellie" as everyone 
knew her, visited the former homestead after an absence of28 years. 
She was re-united with many of her former neighbours and friends. 

Today, at age 89, she still lives in her duplex on Beverley Street 
and enjoys reading and visits from her family. She often speaks of 
the hard but memorable years that she and my father shared with us 
while living in Meadows. 

Adeline and David Molden 
Following their move to Victoria, British Columbia in 1967, 

David and Adeline decided that this would become their permanent 
home. 

After several business ventures, David commenced employment 
with the Department of National Defence where he is still employed. 
They had two daughters born to them in Victoria: Beverley and 
Karen. After spending a few years at home with her children, 
Adeline became employed with the Ministry of Environment and 
became involved with the union. 

In 1990 she and her husband went on a cruise on the Italian liner, 
S.S. Daphne. They enjoyed it so much that the following year in 
March 1991, to celebrate their twenty-fifth wedding anniversary, 
they went on another cruise on board the S.S. Norway to the 
Caribbean. 

They enjoy travelling and have been to Europe several times and 
have been throughout Canada and the United States. Adeline still 
enjoys visiting former friends and neighbours in Meadows when
ever she comes to Manitoba to visit her family. 

Addie's son, Leonard, married Denaline Silverwood in January 
1986 and Leonard is currently employed as a multi-media computer 
consultant with the Insurance Corporation of British Columbia. 

Denaline is involved with Human Resources and has a degree in 
History and Social Sciences. Leonard is a chess wizard and has 
competed in many chess tournaments in Canada and the United 
States. 

In January 1988, Leonard and Denaline visited his grandmother, 
Aniela, in Winnipeg and spent an unforgettable week. 

Beverley lives in Victoria and is a Customer Relations Officer for 
the Department of National Defence. Her sister, Karen is employed 
with the Department of Intermediate Care and is furthering her 
education at this time. Both girls are avid downhill skiers and enjoy 
travelling and music and attending rock concerts. 

They visited their grandmother in Winnipeg a few years ago but 
this short stay did not allow them enough time to visit their mother's 
former home at Meadows. 

Joan and Mark Mattson 
I moved from Meadows at the age of 16 to complete my high 

school education in Winnipeg. In 1969, I graduated from the 
University of Winnipeg with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology 
and Psychology. 
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Leji 10 RighI: Karen. Bn·erle.\'. Dellaline. Leonard. Addie and David Moldell 

In August 1969, I married Mark Mattson who was entering a 
Master's program in Science at the University of Manitoba. In June 
1969, I became employed as a Social Worker for Eastman Region. 
For the next six years I looked after municipalities in the rural areas 
of South-Eastern and North-Eastern Manitoba. In 1972 Mark com
pleted his Master's degree in Zoology and, in 1974, we left the busy 
city and purchased a home on River Road in St. Andrews near the 
old historic St. Andrews Church. 

That same year our son was born and the following year we had 
a daughter. I returned to work a year later and worked as a Special 
Program Coordinator for the City of Winnipeg. Following the 
completion of this program, I became a Correctional Officer and had 
many interesting experiences in this area. Following this job, I 
became employed as an Income Security Counsellor for Student 
Social Allowances and later became employed with the Department 
of Employment Services. 

A second daughter was born to us and I decided to stay home and 
be a homemaker and look after our three children who kept me busy. 

I became involved with Sunday School at Little Britain Church 
and became involved with our local community club. I played 
ringette for two years and, following a shoulder injury, decided to 
help at coaching my daughter's ringette team. I served as chairperson 
for the Heart Foundation for West St. Paul and St. Andrews areas and 
over the years have volunteered for the Cancer Society. At present, 
I am taking a course as I am planning to return to the human 
resources field. 

Mark is presently employed as a biologist for the Department of 
Natural Resources. 

We have three children; Mark Junior or Reid who is in Grade 12 
and like his father, enjoys hunting, fishing and also snowmobiling 
on the Red River near our home. Mila is in Grade 10 and was an avid 
gymnast for four years and now enjoys academics, downhill and 
cross country skiing, swimming, archery and camping. Keira, our 
youngest, is in Grade 5 and keeps us very busy with all her ringette 
practices, games and tournaments. She plays for the Selkirk Petite 
team at present. 

We have resided in St. Andrews for the past 17 years. A few years 
ago, I went to visit my hometown of Meadows for the first time in 
28 years. Everything had changed! The school where I spent my 
early years was gone, moved to Warren, Manitoba. The local store 
had closed down and the station house was gone. Only the giant 
grain elevators remained; a stark reminder of years I could recall 
when grain prices were low or crops had failed. 



A feeling of sadness came over me as I realized that the town and 
all of us had changed over the years. What had remained unchanged 
and was still so very important were the memories. Meadows was 
my first home and I will never forget it. 

- Joan Balayewicz Mattson 

Leji 10 Righi: Mark and Joan Malison 
Reid. Keira and Mila 

BARKER F AMIL Y 

Robert and Elizabeth (Deighton) 
Robert was one of a family of 12 children born to William and 

Elizabeth Barker of Thirsk, Yorkshire, England. He was born in 
August, 1849. 

In February, 1877 Robert married Annie Deighton who was born 
in April, 1860. They immigrated to Canada sometime before 1885. 
Their only surviving child, Thomas, was only a few days old when 
Annie passed away in June, 1885. 

In May, 1888 Robert married Annie's sister, Elizabeth, who was 
born in England in July, 1867. They lived in Winnipeg for the next 
few years. Robert owned four houses in Winnipeg, two on Lizzie 
Street and two on Stanley. They raised a family of seven: Robert 
(Lam) Lambert, Frank, George, William, Eva, Mary and Ruth, as 
well as Thomas from his first marriage. 

In 1891, Robert bought a farm in Lilyfield and built a home on 
NW 21-12-2E. For the next few years, the family lived in Winnipeg 
during the winters and farmed in Lilyfield during the remaining 
seasons. Eventually they moved to the farm full time. 

Then in July, 1930,just a few days before her sixty-third birthday, 
Elizabeth passed away. Robert continued to live on the farm until his 
demise in October 1940 at the ripe old age of 91. 

This farm was purchased by Robert Barker and has now been in 
the Barker family for over 100 years. It is unique because it has 
always been owned by "Robert" Barkers, three generations of them. 

Stories of some of their children follow; the remainder of them 
are elsewhere in the book. 

Thomas was born in May, 1885 and lost his mother 12 days later. 
His father remarried when Tom was three years old and he was 
raised with four half-brothers and three half-sisters. He attended 
school in Winnipeg but quit when he was 12 or 13 years old to work 
in a livery stable. He was exceptionally talented when it came to 
handling horses. Through the years, he worked for the City of 
Winnipeg, in lumber camps and in gold mines in northern Manitoba. 
While working in the mines, he would spend his winters back home 
in Lilyfield. He never married but he enjoyed his nieces and 
nephews. He passed away in July, 1953 at the age of 68. 

George was the third son born to Robert and Elizabeth Barker. 
He was born in February, 1894 in Winnipeg. George attended school 
in Winnipeg and Lilyfield, moving back and forth depending on the 
season. He married Mrs. Hazel Jackson in October, 1918 and they, 
with their chosen son Robinson (Bob) Owen Barker, lived in 
Winnipeg. George worked for many years as a shipper in the 
shipping and receiving department of Ashdowns. Hazel passed 
away in July, 1944 and George in October, 1960. Bob was in the 
Armed Forces during World War II. He then moved to California 
where he has lived ever since. 

William was the fourth son born to Robert and Elizabeth Barker 
and was born in September, 1896 in Winnipeg. He attended school 
in both Winnipeg and Lilyfield, depending on the season. William, 
or Bill as he was known, served with the Royal Canadian Army 
overseas during World War 1. He became "Bugler Bill" because of 
his proficiency with the bugle. Upon leaving the army, he returned 
to Lilyfield where he farmed with his brother-in-law, Melville 
White, for a few years. Later on he farmed with his brother, Lambert, 
and, as Bill never married, he made his home with Lambert and his 
family. Bill passed away in July, 1963 at the age of 68 years. He 
always enjoyed a good joke or story and was great at practical jokes, 
especially if he was the one pulling them. 

Ruth was the seventh and youngest child of Robert and Elizabeth 
Barker and was born in March, 1908. She also attended school in 
both Winnipeg and Lilyfield. Ruth married John (Jack) E. MacDonald 
in November 1932. They moved to British Columbia in 1934 where 
they finally settled in Vancouver. The'y raised a family of two 
children: Dorothy and Robert. Jack passed away in 1961 and Ruth 
followed in August, 1979. 

Robert Lambert and Daisy 
Robert L. Barker, son of Robert and Elizabeth Barker, was born 

on April 1, 1889. Lam, as he was known, served in the Royal 
Canadian Army and while recuperating in England from wounds 
received in France he met his wife-to-be. They were married in 
England and returned together to Winnipeg and to the Barker farm 
at Lilyfield. The young war bride, Daisy, never returned to England. 

Daisy often recalled her first impressions of Winnipeg. As the 
bride and groom walked from the CPR station on Higgins A venue 
to the family home on Lizzie Street, Daisy was NOT impressed with 
the wooden sidewalks, deep ditches and the mud, "Mud every
where", she said. Lam and Daisy made their home on the family farm 
in Lilyfield. There were two children: Lillian, who married Alexan
der Robertson, and Robert William Barker. 

Lam took an active part in the community, served a number of 
years as secretary for the Lilyfield School Board. Lam threshed for 
his neighbours and loved to go to farm sales. He had one of the first 
cars in the district, a Packard Electric, and he often stated that he rode 
it one mile and pushed it two. 

Lam and Daisy celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary on 
January 4, 1968. After spending a long and happy lifetime together 
Lam and Daisy passed away within four days of each other; Lam on 
April 21, 1971 and Daisy on April 25, 1971. 
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Robert William and Joyce 
Robert William Barker was born in Stonewall on February 6, 

1924. Bert, as he is known, is the only son of Robert and Daisy 
Barker. He has lived on the family farm - the original farm home
stead of his grandfather - all his life. The farm was 100 years in the 
Barker name in 1991. In the three generations it has always been a 
Robert Barker who has owned and operated it. Bert and his wife, 
Joyce, and their son, Blake, live in the house Bert built on the family 
farm in 1955. 

There are two sons, Paul Robert and Blake William. Both boys 
attended Phipps and Stonewall schools. Paul is married to Ana 
Marie and they have two sons, Jordon and Nicholas. They reside in 
St. James. Paul helps his dad and brother with harvest. The family 
are regular visitors to the farm. Blake works at Canadian National 
Railway and farms both rented land and the Barker farm with his 
father. 

- Vivian White 

Frank Bruce and Annie (Thomas) 
Frank Bruce Barker, son of Robert and Elizabeth Barker, was 

born in Winnipeg in 1891. He spent his early life both in Winnipeg 
and on the family farm in Lilyfield. 

In 1915 Frank married Annie Thomas of Winnipeg, formerly of 
Wrexham, Wales. They resided in Winnipeg for one year and then 
moved to Lilyfield where they built their home and settled on NE 30-
12-2E. Frank and Annie had two daughters: Jessie Elizabeth and 
Margaret Jane. Annie passed away in 1942. 

Standing I-r: Frank Bruce. Em May. Thomas. William. George Rohinson. Mary 
Lila. Roher! William. 
Seared: Eli:aheth. Rohert lI'ith Rlllh infimll. 

Jessie married Charles Hilliard Morrison of Lilyfield in 1947. 
They had three children: Douglas Bruce, who now resides on the 
family farm; James Charles, who passed away in 1977; and Carol 
Ann, who now lives in Stonewall. Charlie passed away in 1975. 
Jessie moved to Stonewall in 1989. 

Margaret married John Cramb of Stonewall in 1951 and they 
still reside on their farm. They have two daughters, Gwendolyn 
Janet and Anne Elizabeth. Gwen is married to Gordon Thompson of 
Flin Flon, Manitoba and they reside there. Anne lives in Winnipeg. 

Frank married Lilian Snell of Winnipeg in 1951 and they resided 
on the farm until Frank passed away in 1969. Lilian moved to 
Winnipeg and lived there until her death in 1978. 

- Margaret Cramb & Jessie Morrison 

266 

CHARLES BARKER 

Mr. Charles W. Barker bought 240 acres of prairie land, Section 
10-12-2E in Lilyfield, Rosser Municipality from Mark Fortune 
Realty where the farm home was built. Mr. and Mrs. Barker and 
children moved here from Winnipeg in 1901. 

There were three children; one son, John and two daughters, 
Mary and Ruth. The children attended the Lilyfield grade school, 
completing their education in Winnipeg. Mary and Ruth became 
teachers on the Winnipeg City staff. John and his father farmed 
together until his father's retirement in 1923 at which time John 
moved to the USA. 

Mr. and Mrs. Barker resided in Winnipeg with their daughter, 
Mary. Mr. Barker passed away in 1928 and Mrs. Barker in 1938. 

- Wallace Oatway 

DON AND SUZANNE BATTERSHELL 

Don was born in Neepawa, Manitoba. When he was one year old, 
he moved to McCreary, Manitoba. There he got his schooling. He 
moved to Winnipeg to work when he finished school. Don met 
Suzanne in Winnipeg. 

Suzanne was born in Pembroke, Ontario. She moved to Kel wood; 
then in 1967 she moved to Winnipeg where, in 1973, Suzanne met 
Don. 

On July 12, 1974 Don and Suzanne were married. Their first 
home was in Rosser where they lived for six years. Their first child, 
Tina Marie, was born on February 5, 1976. Two years later, their 
second child, William Joseph, was born on April 9, 1978. 

When Tina was four and Billie Joe was two, the Battershell 
family moved to McCreary, where Don started his own welding 
shop. Don is still welding in McCreary. Suzanne works on a mixed 
farm cooking for the hired help. Tina and BJ both attend McCreary 
school. Tina is in Grade 10 and BJ is in Grade 8. 

Bartershell Family 
Su:alllle. Don. 
Tilla. Billie Joe 

BEACHELL 

Henry James and Anna Mary (Fleeman) 

- Suzanne Battershell 

In 1889 Mr. and Mrs. Henry James Beachell and their II children 
left their farm, Rawc1iffe Grange, in England to begin a new life in 



a new country. It has been speculated by their descendants that it was 
the family's size that motivated them to come. Mr. and Mrs. 
Beachell had six sons: Walter, Fred, Percy, Ernest, Harry and 
Arthur; and five daughters: Alice, Emily, Annie, Gertrude and 
Frances. 

The Beachells first settled in Portage la Prairie; however, Mr. 
Beachell was not satisfied with the market there. He heard about 
some "half-breed" claims that were just coming on the market at 
Rosser and, upon inspection, liked what he saw of the land. He 
decided to relocate because produce could be easily hauled or 
shipped to Winnipeg. That was how Rawcliffe Grange came to be 
re-established in Canada. 

In late summer of 1889 there were no buildings on SE 7-12-1 E. 
At first Mrs. Beachell, the daughters and youngest son stayed in 
Portage; however, they soon prevailed on Mr. Beachell to buy a 
large tent. The family reunited on their new homestead. They lived 
in that tent until a new nine-room house was sufficiently complete 
for them to move into it. 

The family had no near neighbours but they did not seem to mind 
as they were kept busy getting settled. During that first winter, their 
food consisted mainly of what the boys were able to hunt. Mrs. 
Beachell and the girls struggled to adjust to food preparation and 
references to a "darn" black flour for bread can be found amidst the 
newcomers' notes. 

Mr. Beachell took an active interest in the developing community 
of Rosser. He stocked food supplies for the local people, helped to 
get schools organized and gave land on which to build an Anglican 
Church. He became a municipal councillor, taught Sunday School 
and was a leader of Christian Endeavour. 

Anna Mary Fleeman Beachell died in 1900. Henry James Beachell 
died in 1908 having established a family legacy with deep roots in 
this community. 

Walter and Mary (Thompson) 
Walter was the oldest of the 11 Beachell children. He bought SE 

8-12-1 E from Mr. Helliwell and built a home for his bride, Elizabeth 
Laura Williams. A son, Walter John or Jack as he was called, was 
born to the couple but the new mother died in childbirth. Walter 
married again, his second wife was Mary M. Thompson. They too 
had a son, Chester. 

Back Row: Percy. Waller, Fred 
Second Roll': Annie, Alice, Henry James, Anna Mary, Emily. Emie 
Two girls wilh parenls: Gerlmde, Frances 
Silting: Arthllr, Han}' 

As secretary-treasurer Walter served Rosser Municipality for 20 
years. He died in 1926. Mary was an active worker in the Women's 
Institute. She helped to form the Recreation Club, trained girls in 
Girls' Club work and was active in the Anglican Church. 

Jack was raised on the home farm after his mother died. When 
he was old enough, he moved into Winnipeg to work. He married 
Gertrude (Jonni) Johnson and they lived in Wildwood Park, Fort 
Garry until his death in 1984. They had no children. 

Chester has lived in many parts of Canada. He married Willa 
Margaret McCrea from Yorkton and they had two daughters. 
Chester and Margaret had been married for 48 years when she died 
in 1989. Chester currently lives in Edmonton with his younger 
daughter, Denise, and her three children. Elder daughter, Sharon, 
lives in Texas with her husband and four children. 

Alice and William Ridgeway 
The eldest of the five Beachell daughters, Alice, as noted in The 

Grosse Isle Story, "". had taken care of the younger members of the 
family after her mother's early death." She man'ied William Ridgeway 
of Grosse Isle and they had one son, John. The couple farmed and 
took an active part in the Grosse Isle community until their deaths: 
Mr. Ridgeway in 1940, Mrs. Ridgeway in 1958. 

Fred and Eliza (Lefley) 
Fred Beachell, one of the eleven children of Henry James and 

Anna Mary Beachell who came to Canada from Yorkshire, England 
in 1889, married Eliza Lefley of Grosse Isle in 1903. My father died 
in 1945 and my mother in 1984 at the age of 104 years, 4 months. 

My brother, Laurie, and I, Edna, grew up on the farm and attended 
Kensington School and Grosse Isle Consolidated. Later, Laurie was 
employed with the CNR at Jasper, Alberta and the Chateau Laurier 
Hotel in Ottawa. During World War II, he served with the Provost 
Corps in the Air Force. He and his wife, Muriel, made their home in 
Ottawa. Muriel died in 1973. Laurie passed away in the Manor at 
Maxwell, Ontario in 1990. They had no children. 

Edna and Jim Fargey 
After normal training, I taught at Gerrie School near Bergen. Mr. 

Tom Hutton, Rosser, was the treasurer at that time. In 1932 I married 
James L. Fargey of LaRiviere who was at that time the United 
Church minister at Eriksdale, Manitoba. We were married in St. 
Michaels Anglican Church, Grosse Isle, where my mother and dad 
were married 29 years earlier. 

We served Bowsman, Cardale and, briefly, Graysville when Jim 
went overseas in 1941-1945 as padre with the 2nd Battalion of the 
Royal Canadian Engineers. On his return, we served Elkhorn, 
MacGregor and Miami, all in Manitoba, and retired to Winnipeg in 
1969. 

Jim and I had one daughter, Lorraine, who taught school for four 
and a half years and married Lyall Sims of Winnipeg in 1956. They 
live in Winnipeg and have four children: Graeme and his wife, Terry 

James and Edna Fargey 
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(Dueck); Glenna and her husband, James Cummine; and the twins, 
Gerald and Jo-Anne. Jo-Anne is employed by the government in 
Thompson, Manitoba. The others work and live in Winnipeg. 

Jim passed away in Winnipeg on March 19, 1991.I am still living 
in our home in Winnipeg. We had a wonderful 58 years together. 

- Edna Fargey 

Back Row: JoAnne Sims. Lorraine Sims (Fargey). Terry Sims (Dueck). Glenna 
Cummine (Sims). James CII/llmine 
Frolll Row: Gerald Sims. Lyall Sims. Graeme Sims 

Percy and Stella (Briggs) 
Percy took charge of the home place and assumed the responsi

bilities of the Beachell family patriarch. He lived with his brothers 
and sisters in the house built when the family arrived in Rosser. They 
farmed and kept the post office. In 1918 Percy married Stella Marion 
Briggs who was a school teacher at Meadows and whose family 
home was in Rathwell. They had two children, Joy and Alan. 

Both Percy and Stella were very fond of flowers and their lawn 
in summer was a beautiful spot. The Women's Institute held many 
meetings, picnics and teas on these spacious grounds. Equally 
popular, during the winter, was the skating rink. Charlie Eakin, who 
worked and lived on the farm, maintained the rink and many hockey 
and broomball competitions took place there. 

Mrs. Beachell was a charming hostess and an active worker in the 
Women's Institute and the Ladies Aid. She was also a Girls' Club 
leader. During the war, Stella was very active in Red Cross work. 
She died in 1951. 

Percy was active in sports in his younger days. He was a warden 
of the Christ's Church Anglican in Rosser until it closed, then he 
attended St. Michael's in Grosse Isle. He farmed, sold International 
Harvester machinery, North Star Oil products and hail insurance. 
His activities centered in the municipal council and his interests 
extended to provincial affairs. He was a councillor of the RM of 
Rosser for 8 years and Reeve for 32 years. He was president of the 
Union of Manitoba Municipalities and a founding member of the 
Good Roads Association. He was inducted into the Agriculture Hall 
of Fame in 1986. Percy lived on the farm until he died in 1969. 

Joy and Edward Ashley 
Joy grew up in Rosser and completed her early education here. 

She moved to Winnipeg to attend business college. She married 
Edward Ashley of St. James where they continued to live. They had 
three sons: Kenneth, Bruce and Donald. Kenneth is a lay minister 
for the Mormon church. He and wife, Anne, have three children: 
Jennifer, Mark and Victoria. They live in Alberta. Bruce married 
Barbara Epp and they live in Winnipeg. Donald is unmarried and 
lives in Winnipeg. 
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Edward suffered for many years with Parkinson's disease. Joy 
raised their children and worked for the City of St. James. She 
retired in 1988 and died in 1990. 

Alan Beachell and Family 
Alan Beachell lives on the home farm at SE 7 -12-1 E which he 

purchased from his father. In 1948 he married Doris Turnbull. They 
had four children: Bonnie, Laurie, Jim and Lee. 

Alan and Doris Beacilell (Tum/mil) 

Bonnie was very active in 4-H. After she completed high school, 
she became a Registered Nurse and presently works part-time at 
Stonewall and District Health Centre. Bonnie married Grant Ham
ilton of Warren in 1972 and they live and farm there. Their two 
daughters are Lynn, age 15, and Dawn, age 12. 

Bonllie and Gralll Hamillon 
Dawn. Lynn 

After high school, Lee tried several jobs. She worked at the 
YWCA until she married Ian Hogg of Warren. Lee's interest was in 
hotel management; however her current full-time job is raising their 
three children: Kristin, age eight; Craig, age six; and Erin, age four. 

Laurie and Jim still live here in Rosser. Their stories appear 
separately. 

Alan and Doris accumtilated land over the years. They acquired 
the Herb Wedge farm at S 1/2 8-12-lE in 1966. They bought Kay 



Beachell 's farm at E 1/2 11-12-1 Wand also bought E 1/2 W 1/2 11-
12-1 W from Mrs. Strugar and Irwin Friesen. A quarter section, SW 
8-12-1E, was expropriated by Manitoba Hydro for Dorsey Station 
in 1968. In 1976 they built a new home on the site of the original 
Beachell farm house. 

Lee and fan Hogg wilh Craig. Kristin and Erin 

Doris was always involved in community affairs. She was a Life 
Member of the Manitoba Women's Institute and an active member 
of the United Church Women's organization. The Rosser 4-H Club 
held an evening in her honour in 1975 and presented her with a 
plaque in recognition of her 20 years of service as a 4-H leader. She 
enjoyed curling through her involvement with the Rosser Curling 
Club. 

Alan was always interested in politics and served as vice
president of the Manitoba Liberal Party for several years. In 1973 he 
ran as the Liberal candidate in Lakeside Constituency to no avail. He 
resigned from the Liberal Party in 1975 after disagreeing with the 
policies of the party under Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau. 

In 1974 Alan was elected Reeve of the RM of Rosser and holds 
that position at this date of writing. In the same year, he was also 
elected a director of the Portage La Prairie Mutual Insurance 
Company. In 1976, Alan continued his involvement in municipal 
politics by being elected director for the Eastern District, Union of 
Manitoba Municipalities. He ultimately served as president of the 
Union from 1983 to 1987. Alan served on the Manitoba Assessment 
Review Committee under the chainnanship of Walter Weir in 1979. 
At present, he is a Lay Bencher of the Law Society of Manitoba. 
Both Doris and Alan were involved in most of the community 
activities while their family was growing up. Doris saw to it that their 
children had opportunities to take part in music, singing, drama and 
swimming, things they still thank her for today. Alan was more 
involved in sports such as hockey and baseball. Their children 
enjoyed opportunities to participate in a number of things that will 
benefit them throughout their lifetimes. Doris died in 1986 after a 
long bout with cancer. She was a devoted mother and a loving 
grandmother. She was a much loved and respected partner to Alan 
during their 38 years of marriage. 

In 1987 Alan's involvement with a group who were unhappy with 
the political climate in Canada led him to become a founding 
member of the Refonn Party of Canada. It was during a conference 
in Vancouver, organized to examine political options which led to 
the Refonn Party's formation, that he met his present wife, Laurie 
(Heichel) Potovsky, who had been hired to plan and organize the 
conference. 

Originally from California, Laurie immigrated to Canada via 
Toronto on July 1,1971. She has two sons from a previous marriage: 
Mark lives in Vancouver, Steven in Toronto. In 1988 Alan and 
Laurie were married in Vancouver. They honeymooned across the 
prairies on their way home to Rosser. Laurie has embraced rural life 
even though, at times, it is a very steep learning curve. She is active 
on the provincial board of the Manitoba Women's Institute and has 
written Rosser"news"forcommunity weeklies in Stonewall and the 
Interlake. 

Alan's political ambitions are still unrealized. He ran, again 
unsuccessfully, this time in the 1988 federal election as the Reform 
Party candidate for Portage-Interlake. 

The Beachell family celebrated the I OOth anniversary of Raw cliffe 
Grange in 1989. They held a two-day celebration and enjoyed the 
company of about 800 friends, neighbours and relatives. As a 
memento of the occasion, a booklet of collected farm memories was 
published. Most members of the family contributed to the contents. 

Alan and Laurie live on the farm; he still fanns during seeding 
and harvest but son Jim does most of the work and also makes most 
of the decisions. Alan feels proud to be a part of the Rosser 
community which has been so good to his family - both past and 
present. 

LUI/ric and Alan Bcachell 

Laurie and Judy McKelvey 
In 1982, after having lived in Winnipeg for ten years, I moved 

back to RosserwithJudy to live in the house and village where I grew 
up. Judy and I were looking for a place to live and since my brother, 
Jim, and his wife, Aria, had just built a new home, we were pleased 
to move into the old house where they had lived. We wanted the 
space, quiet and freedom that this home provided. While Judy has 
had some hesitations about country life, she has come to enjoy it as 
much as I. 

Judy and I met while working at Lakeside Camp run by the 
Society of Manitobans with Disabilities. I remain involved working 
as an advocate for persons with a disability and Judy has worked in 
social services, retail sales and administrative positions. 

Music is one of our interests. We both sang with the "Bunch of 
Grapes", aBritish music hall group, fora number of years. Music has 
kept us both actively involved in our churches: me at Rosser United 
Church, as part-time organist and occasional choir director and Judy 
at Sparling United Church, as choir member and director of musical 
productions. The Rosser United Church Christmas Eve service, 
which we have organized for the past ten years, has made Christmas 
special for us both. 
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While much of our social life remains in the city, we particularly 
enjoy living close to family, gardening, continually renovating our 
home and enjoying the out-of-doors. We are also fortunate to have 
a cottage at Gimli. The cottage is Judy's family retreat and she has 
spent all of her summers there. We spend most summer weekends 
at the cottage - swimming, sailing, relaxing by a bonfire and, of 
course, doing the necessary renovations. 

Living next to family has its rewards as well. I have been able to 
watch my nieces and nephews grow up and I was most grateful that 
I could spend much time with my mother, Doris, during her last 
years. I am the fourth generation to have lived on this property and 
I am surrounded by memories of both sides of the family - the 
Beachells and the Turnbulls. Certainly my roots on Rawcliffe 
Grange are well set. 

The farm means much to me. While I have chosen not to make my 
living here, I have a deep respect for those that have and continue to 
work the land. I do occasionally assist with the farm work but my 11 
year old nephew, Scott, knows more about current machinery and 
operations than I do. I can still handle grain trucks and augers but to 
put me on a $140,000 combine would be foolhardy. 

Our careers could certainly take Judy and I elsewhere but I am 
sure, should that happen, we will return someday to Rosser which is 
our home. 

- Laurie Beachell 

Judy McKell'c.I' and Laurie Beachell 

Jim and ArIa (Van Camp) 
I was born and raised in Rosser and continue to live and farm on 

the original Beachell farm as the fourth generation since the Beachells 
settled here in 1889. In order not to be too repetitious of other 
Beachell histories, I will progress quickly through my early years: 
attending Rosser School then Warren Collegiate and finally gradu
ating from the Diploma Course in Agriculture in 1973. Immediately 
following university I began farming with Dad and rented the Peter 
Boon farm where Heinz and Gisela Nolting now live.In 1975 Aria 
Van Camp, from Woodlands, and I were married. For the first year 
and a half we lived on the Boon farm. The following year Mom and 
Dad built a new house and Aria and I moved to the old house on the 
farm in Rosser. We lived there for five years during which time Aria 
taught school at Stonewall. She was employed at Stonewall Centen
nial School from 1974 to 1980 and resigned inJune, 1980toraiseour 
family. On November 24, 1980 our oldest son, Scott, was born. The 
reality of true responsibility set in as we embarked on one of life's 
most important tasks - that of raising a family. 

In the summer of 1982 Aria and I built a new house, east of the 
existing yard, where we now reside. We moved injust before Scott's 
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second birthday despite his preference for his old house. Deanna 
was born on September 25, 1983 and we added another car seat to 
the back seat of our car. She was quite a surprise for us as, for 
whatever reason, Aria and I felt we would have all boys. Then on 
February 18, 1986 along came Tyler to complete our family as it is 
today. 

We continue to grain farm as well as keep a herd of beef cows. We 
expanded into the purebred business, raising registered polled 
Herefords, in 1983 and after several years of herd building and 
advertising we are starting to realize the benefits. 

The children are all in school now with Scott in Grade Six, 
Deanna in Grade Three and Tyler in Kindergarten. Scott has been an 
avid hockey player since the age of five and is still very keen. Deanna 
plays ringette and really enjoys it. She is also very interested in 
music and takes piano lessons from Sharon Van Kemenade. Tyler 
started hockey this year and appears to love it as well. All the 
children take swimming lessons nine months of the year as well as 
participate in baseball and various school activities. Needless to say, 
our lives revolve around our children's activities at the present time. 

Aria and I are both involved in numerous community organiza
tions which, to say the least, leaves us quite busy. Aria is Sunday 
School Superintendent, teaches Sunday School, is a substitute 
teacher in this school district, volunteers at the schools and is a 
member of the United Church Women. We are both presently 
members of the Rosser Central Community Club but aren't as 
actively involved as we have been in the past. I served as president 
of Rosser Central Community Club for five years at which time Aria 
was involved in organizing the community club's summer picnic. 
Aria was also a member of Rosser Ladies Curling Club and a 4-H 
leader at this time. 

As for myself, hockey seems to be the centre of my outside 
activities. I am presently President of Warren Minor Hockey. I also 
coach Scott's team of II-year-olds and continue to play Oldtimers 
Hockey myself. This year, 1991-92 season, will complete 32 con
secutive years of hockey for myself with more to come. 

Our lives are busy and we are thankful that we enjoy the good 
health and good fortune to make all these things, both work and play, 
possible. We wish the same for all our family, friends and neigh
bours in the Rural Municipality of Rosser. 

- Jim Beachell 

Jim, Deanna, Scott, Aria, Tyler Beachell 

Emily Beachell 
Emily never married. She lived with family members all her life. 

She raised Jack Beachell and ran the post office which was in the 
Beachell home in the early days. When Percy and Stella married in 



1918, Emily moved to the farm west of Rosser with her brother, 
Ernie, and sister, Gertie. Later, after Stella Beachell died, Emily 
returned to the home farm where she stayed with Percy until her 
death in 1968. 

Ernest and Kathleen (Holliston) 
Ernest farmed and lived on E 1/2 11-12-1 W. He married Kathleen 

(Kay) Holliston in 1927. Kay had been the school teacher at West 
Rosser School. They had no children and, when Ernie died in 1938, 
Kay returned to teaching. She taught at Gypsumville and later 
Winnipeg where she also lived until her death in 1985. 

Annie and Emerson Steeves. See Steeves. 

Gertrude Beachell 
Gertrude never married. Until her death in 1927, she lived with 

family members. 

Harry and Mina Winnifred (Church) 
Harry became a CPR agent in Saskatchewan. He and his first 

wife, Jeanette (Nettie) Minerva Church, had three children: Laura, 
Harold and Eileen. After Nettie's death at an early age, Harry 
married her sister, Mina Winnifred (Winnie) Church. 

Arthur William and Vera (Bewell) 
Arthur was the youngest boy of the Beachell family. He married 

Vera R. Bewell in 1913 and they had one son, Herbert Arthur or Bert 
as he is known. 

Arthur and Vera lived on their farm at SW 5-12-IE. Vera 
Beachell was always a willing worker in anything for the good of the 
community, a faithful church and Sunday School attendant and a 
good leader in the recreation club. She was a charter member of the 
Rosser Women's Institute. Mrs. Beachell excelled in knitting for the 
Red Cross in the war years. Both Arthur and Vera remained on the 
farm until their deaths; Arthur in 1970, Vera in 1974. 

Bert lives in Winnipeg. He operates an automotive repair busi
ness at the farm. 

Vera and Arthur Beachell 

Frances and Robert Tully 
Frances was the youngest of the family. She moved away from 

the home farm. She married Robert Tully who worked as a CPR 
agent at that time. They had two children, Percy and Edna. Frances 
lived in Thunder Bay until her death in 1966. 

Percy and his wife, Maisie, lived in Thunder Bay. They had no 
children. Edna married Ken Hand. They live in Lachine, Quebec 
and have a daughter, Wendy Bohn. She and her husband, Hans, have 
two daughters and also live in Lachine. 

BRUCE AND TERRY BEATON 

In September of 1975, we purchased our house on NE 4- 1 2-1 W 
from Ron and Ann Braun. The original owners were Bert and 
Charlotte Hughes. I remember visiting Mrs. Hughes as a little girl as 
my grandparents lived just down the road. 

I grew up in Winnipeg, though I remember attending Rosser 
School for a portion of Grade One and spending many summer 
holidays visiting my uncle and aunt, Jim and Dorothy Blair, and 
cousins Judy and Diane in their house next to Rosser School. 

Bruce is originally from Kingston, Ontario. His job in veterinary 
pharmaceutical sales keeps him in touch with farmers involved with 
cattle or dairy operations. 

In 1981 our first daughter, Kathleen, was born. That same year 
we moved out of the little old house and into our new home on the 
same site. Scott was born in 1982 followed by daughter Kelly in 1984. 

- Terry Beaton 

Back Row: Bruce. Terry 
Front Row: Kelly. Kathleen, SCOII 

Wishing to be friends is quick work, 
but fn'endship is a slow-ripening fruit. 

I\RISTOTLE 
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BENTLEY F AMIL Y 

Bradford Star Bentley - 1881 to 1941. 
The Bentley family started in Manitoba around 1905 when my 

grandfather, Brad Bentley, moved to Rosser, Manitoba from Can
ning, Nova Scotia. He started market gardening and later on moved 
into hog farming. He married Ethel Mary Sleep around 1907 and 
they had two sons, Earl and Stephen. My grandmother, Ethel, passed 
away in May, 1961. 

During my grandfather's life, he gave Rosser Municipality at 
least a couple of items of gossip, one being the divorce and 
remarrying of my grandmother. This took place around 1932. I 
guess the second item would be the two stills he had in his bam 
during the Thirties. I was told by numerous people that knew him 
that he was a good provider and neighbour. Again, my memories of 
the farm are very limited as we did not live on the farm very long after 
his death. One thing I do remember is eating a lot offreshly harvested 
peas, at least enough to make me ill. 

Stephen Leonard Bentley - 1909 to 1987. 
My father, Stephen (Steve), was born on December 22, 1909 and 

attended Little Mountain School from 1916 to 1925; and later St. 
Johns College. He married my mother, Florence Cuthbert, on 
August 31, 1935. Two children were born: myself, Gerald and my 
sister, Elaine. After the home farm was sold in 1946, we moved to 
three and a half acres on No.6 Highway (comer of No. 6 and Inkster 
Boulevard) where he raised hogs. During my father's lifetime, he 
worked at several occupations before retiring from Manitoba Hydro 
in 1975. 

Ethel. Stephen, Earl and Bradjiml Bentle." 

Gerald Bentley 
I was born December 29, 1941 and attended Little Mountain 

School formy first year of schooling. We moved to Winnipeg where 
I attended Cecil Rhodes School. In 1952, my mother, sister and 
myself moved to the Fort Rouge area of Winnipeg. We attended 
Gladstone Elementary School, Earl Grey Junior High and Churchill 
High School. After leaving Churchill High School, I started an 
apprenticeship as a typewriter mechanic for E.E. Shaw Company. 
From there, I went to work for Randall Plumbing and Heating as a 
steamfitter apprentice. 

On August 10, 1962, I married Elaine Einarsson. We had a son, 
Kenneth, born January 26, 1963 and a daughter, Andrea, born 
September 14, 1966. 
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In 1966, I became a journeyman steamfitter and worked with the 
tools until 1974. I was elected Business Agent to represent the 
members of the United Association of Journeyman & Apprentices 
of the Plumbing and Pipefitting Industry of the United States and 
Canada, Local 254, Winnipeg, Manitoba. I held this position until 
1990 when I was appointed a Special Representative for the Inter
national Union and then was elected in August 1991 as an Interna
tional Representative for the United Association. 

During our marriage, Elaine and I lived in Brooklands and 
Weston before moving to Transcona. We lived there for 15 years 
before moving to St. Boniface/St. Vital district. Our son, Kenneth, 
is currently Head Coach for Women's Volleyball at the University 
of Manitoba. Andrea became a Registered Nurse and is employed at 
the University Hospital in Vancouver, British Columbia. 

Elaine Bentley 
My sister was born July 20, 1943 and we moved with our parents 

to three and a half acres on No.6 Highway. All that's left now are 
a couple of trees to remind us of what was once there. Elaine 
graduated from Churchill High School in Winnipeg and became a 
secretary for a local stock brokerage firm. She married Louis 
Champagne in 1961 and subsequently became divorced, She mar
ried Edgar Friesen on March 10, 1967. They had two sons: Clinton, 
bom September 8, 1968, and Stephen, bom September 6, 1973. 
Elaine and her family moved to Sparwood, British Columbia in 1969 
and then to Femie, British Columbia in 1973 where they own and run 
the Back Room Cafe. 

Earl Bentley 1908-1967 
My uncle, Earl, left the fann around 1930 to work for Metropoli

tan Stores in Winnipeg. He married Florence Solman in 1932 and 
moved to Brandon to work for Westem Grocers. From Brandon, 
they moved to Wawanesa and purchased a general store. They 
subsequently sold that store and bought a general store in Russell, 
Manitoba. Aunt FloI' sold that business and moved to Winnipeg after 
Uncle Earl passed away. She remarried some time after that. She 
passed away on May 10, 1987. 

Of their five children: Robert, is semi-retired in Victoria, British 
Columbia. Robert married Gwen Sheppard on December 31, 1954 
and they haveJour children: Robert; Kirk; Scott; and Pamela. David 
passed away at the tender age of seven years. Earlyne married Ken 
Lawson in August 1980. They have one son, Alexander. Earlyne 
was widowed in 1990 and is currently living at Bel Air. Manitoba. 
Carol married Bob McDonald. They had one son, Robert. Carol is 
employed by the Manitoba Govemment and lives in Winnipeg. 

Bradford Bentley 
Bradford moved with his family from Winnipeg to Brandon, 

Wawanesa and then to Russell. Brad married his first wife, Willa, on 
August 14, 1961, They had two children: Jo-ann Starr; and Timothy. 
Jo-ann lives in Toronto and Tim lives in Vancouver. 

In 1988, Brad and his wife, Christine, bicycled from Vancouver 
to Edmonton then on to Winnipeg where they were married. After 
that, they bicycled to Toronto for their honeymoon and all the way 
back to Vancouver where they reside. That's a lot of miles on a 
bicycle and he was no spring chicken at the time! 

Brad is employed as a coordinator of employment services for 
persons with disabilities. He and his wife spend just about every 
weekend at their cabin on Mayne Island, British Columbia and are 
looking forward to retiring there. 

- Gerald Bentley 



BERGEY FAMILY 

Jacob Eby and Lydia (Bricker) 
Jacob E. Bergey was born in 1862 and Lydia Bricker was born in 

1869. They were married in Kitchener, Ontario in 1892. They came 
to Plum Coulee, Manitoba in 1896; then to Rosser, Manitoba in 1899 
where they purchased a three quarter section farm from Mr. Farrel 
at 18-12-1E. 

.Iaco" and Lydia Bergey 

Mr. and Mrs. Bergey were active in community life and were 
members of the Rosser United Church. Mr. Bergey was a member 
of the Board of Stewards ofthe church. He was also superintendent 
of the Sunday School for a number of years. 

He was active in the United Grain Growers and was trustee forthe 
Westfield School No. 750. 

Mrs. Bergey was a faithful member of the Rosser Ladies' Aid and 
she enjoyed all church work, especially the quilting bees. She was 
also a charter member of the Home Economics Society and was its 
first treasurer. This organization is now known as the Rosser 
Women's Institute. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bergey had a family of eight children: Cora, Irvine, 
Clayton, Alice, Orton, Lester, Melvin and Stanley. 

In 1921, Cora married Ross McClary of Meadows, Manitoba. 
Their story appears elsewhere in this book. 

In 1920, Alice married Wesley Witmer and moved to Pinkham, 
Saskatchewan. They later retired to live in Kindersley, Saskatch
ewan. They had five children: Evelyn, Melvin, Merle, Ruth and 
Phyllis. 

Lester. Cora. Stanley. Alice. Irvine. 
Mrs . .I.E. Bergey 

Clayton served in World War I. Stanley served in World War II. 
In 1936, Mr. and Mrs. Bergey retired to Hillside Beach, Manitoba 

where they lived with their sons, Irvine and Stanley. Mr. Bergey 
passed away in 1949 and Mrs. Bergey in 1961. Clayton passed away 
in November, 1989 and Irvine in January, 1990. 

Orton and Violet (Mulligan) 
Orton was born in 190 I at Rosser. He received his education at 

Westfield School. In 1927, he married Violet Mulligan and they 
farmed for a short time on the Mace farm SW 26-12-1 W. In 1934, 
they moved to the Price residence in Rosser, situated where the 
United Church now stands. Ort started a trucking business and was 
agent for the Prairie City Oil Company. In 1945, he built a new home 
on lot NW 1/4 6-12-1 E, purchased from Mr. H. Holtmann. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bergey were members of the Rosser United Church 
and Orton served on the Board of Stewards. He was a trustee on the 
Rosser Village School Board for nine years, being secretary-treas
urer part of that term . 

Orton, though active in all community affairs, enjoyed the sports 
most and participated in hockey and curling. Orton was deceased in 
March 1947. 

Mrs. Bergey was also interested in community life and was 
president of the Rosser Women's Institute. She was in charge of the 
Women's Institute library in her home for many years. Violet 
enjoyed the work of the church and was organist and teacher in the 
Sunday School. She was a life member of the United Church 
Women. 

In 1981, Violet sold her home to her grandson, Lyall, and moved 
to a senior citizen apartment dwelling, McClure Place, in Winnipeg. 
She enjoyed her new home with its many and varied activities, rising 
with pride to the challenge of making friends of the many residents. 
Violet went peacefully to be with her Lord on July 1. 1988. 

Mr. and Mrs. Orton Bergey had two children: Shirley and 
Marvel. 

Orton and Violet Bergey 

Shirley and Gerald Hallick 
Shirley Helen was born in 1932 and received her education at 

Rosser Village School and Grosse Isle High School. She was a 
member of the Rosser Sunday School and its mid-week groups. Her 
interests included music and all sport activities. 

Shirley taught school at Chipping Hill, MacGregor, Manitoba 
and the Indian Residential School at Portage La Prairie. Gerald 
Hallick came to Rosser in 1948 as manager of the Ogilvie Elevator 
and later Manitoba Pool Elevator. It was here he met Shirley. 
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They were married in 1953 and resided in the Violet Bergey 
residence for 15 years. In 1968 they purchased Rosser General Store 
which they operated until 1986. Shirley became postmaster in 1969 
and continues in that position today. 

Gerald was employed by the Interlake School Division as a bus 
driver for 22 years from September 1969 until retirement in Novem
ber 1991. 

Actively interested in all sports, Gerald particularly excelled at 
the "roaring game" of curling and has, overthe years, acquired many 
curling honours and trophies. His keen interest in sports made him 
a willing volunteer for many years in the upkeep of the Rosser 
curling and skating rinks. He also served as president of the Curling 
Club. 

As a member of the Rosser United Church, Gerald served for 
many years on the Board of Stewards and Elders; acting as chairman 
and treasurer. At present, he is serving as an usher at First Alliance 
Church in Winnipeg. 

Shirley's community and church involvement included choir 
leader and assistant organist for the Rosser United Church for 30 
years. As well, she served as Sunday School Superintendent, and 
president and secretary of the Rosser United Church Women. She 
has been a long time member of the Rosser Women's Institute 
serving as president and president-elect, secretary and director. 
Enjoying the game of curling, she was a member of the Rosser 
Ladies Curling Club for several years. 

Further afield, Shirley has been a director on the Manitoba Board 
of the Canadian Postmasters and Assistants Association for ten 
years. 

Gerald and Shirley have three children: Lyall Garth, born May 
22, 1955; Laurel Lee, born July 29, 1959; and David Gerald, born 
April 26, 1964. All three attended Rosser, Grosse Isle and Warren 
Schools. 

Hallick Family 
Back Row' Lallre!. Shirley. Kim. Dm·hl. Gerald. Kalhy. Lyall 
Frolll: SI£,\·ell. M(lIlhell' 

Lyall continued his education at the University of Manitoba 
earning a Bachelor of Physical Education degree and a Bachelor of 
Arts at the University of Winnipeg. He was employed by the Society 
of Crippled Children and Adults for six years. In 1987, he became 
Program Managerfor Yes Canada, a youth training and employment 
program. In 1984, Lyall married Katherine Banks of Winnipeg. 
Katherine has a Masters degree in Social Work. They have two sons: 
Steven Lyall, born March 31, 1985 and Matthew David, born 
August 16, 1988. 
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Lyall and Kathy resided in Rosser until 1989 when their work 
took them to Dauphin, Manitoba. They are both employed by the 
provincial government. Lyall is Regional Coordinator of Commu
nity Social Services for the Parkland Region. Katherine is Supervi
sor of Child and Family Services for the Parkland Region. They are 
both involved in church, sports and community activities. 

Laurel continued her education at Herzing Institute, and gradu
ated with a secretarial diploma. She has been employed with 
Manitoba Hydro, Canadian Aviation Electronics and, for the past 
eight years, Credit Union Central of Winnipeg. At present, she is 
Executive Assistant to the Chief Executive Officer of the Credit 
Union Central. 

Laurel resides in Winnipeg and is an enthusiastic sports fan. She 
keeps close tabs on the Winnipeg Jets and Blue Bombers. She also 
finds time to volunteer in the nursery and with the choir of First 
Alliance Church. 

David continued his education at Red River Community Col
lege, acquiring a diploma in Sales and Marketing. He is presently 
employed with Wawanesa Insurance Company in Winnipeg. In 
November, 1991, David married Kimberley Cofield of Winnipeg. 
Kim is employed as the Administrative Assistant for the law firm of 
Thompson, Dorfman, Sweatman. They reside in Winnipeg. David, 
too, is an avid sports fan and collector of hockey cards. Kim and 
David attend First Alliance Church where Kim participates in the 
choir and they both enjoy playing on the church baseball team. 

Marvel and Ed Tarapasky 
Marvel was born in 1939 and received her education at Rosser 

Village School and Kelvin High School in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
This was followed by a secretarial course at Angus Business 
College. 

Marvel's interests in music and sports involved her in many 
activities. She was a winning competitor in track and field events and 
in high school curling bonspiels. Her love of music led to vocal 
training and she was a member of the choirs at Kelvin High School 
and Harrow United Church, Winnipeg. Marvel was a member of the 
Rosser United Church and had a faithful attendance record at 
Sunday School. She was employed as a secretary until her marriage 
to Edward Tarapasky, of Winnipeg, in 1960. Ed is employed at Air 
Canada and they reside in Winnipeg. They have two children: 
Mitchell and James. 

Mitchell is presently employed in the computer department of 
The Great West Life Assurance Company in Winnipeg. 

James is employed in Montreal by Air Canada in the Crew 
Scheduling Department. 

Marvel, who has resumed her place in the work force, is em
ployed in the Personal Care Division of Wooleo Pharmacy. 

Edward continues to be employed by Air Canada and is also a 
director and life member of the Victoria Curling Club and an 
honourary life member of the Manitoba Curling Association. 

All the Tarapaskys are enthusiastic sports fans and especially 
enjoy the game of curling. 

Ed, Marvel and Mitch are all past presidents of the Victoria 
Curling Club and were involved extensively with the World Curling 
Championship held in Winnipeg in 1991. 

During the summer months, and whenever possible, the family 
may be found enjoying their beautiful cottage situated on Bergey 
Lane at Hillside Beach. 

Lester and Pearl (Mulligan) 
Lester was born at Rosser March 8, 1903 and received his 

education at Westfield School in the village of Rosser. He was very 
fond of sports from boyhood and enjoyed participation in track and 
field, baseball, hockey and curling. 



He married Pearl Mulligan on June 3,1933 and they settled on the 
home farm 18-12-1 E. 

Pearl and Les were members of the Rosser United Church and 
Les was a member of the Board of Stewards of the church. He was 
District President of Manitoba Federation of Agriculture and a 
director of Rosser Pool Elevators. Les enjoyed farming all his life 
and was a Canadian Registered Seed Grower. 

Pearl enjoyed all sports activities and community work which 
involved her in Sunday School, Ladies Aid, Women's Institute, 
Rosser 4-H Sewing Club, Manitoba Federation of Agriculture 
Women's Committee, Provincial Council of Women, Elizabeth 
Frye and Selkirk Presbyterial United Church Women. 

In 1972, Lester and Pearl sold the Bergey farm at 18-12-1 E to 
David and Lorraine Minaker. They moved to Abbotsford, British 
Columbia and lived in the Co-op Villa, a cooperative housing 
project. Once again, they became involved in many activities, not 
only within the Villa, but in the local community and church as well. 

After Pearl's death on November 17, 1981, Lester moved to 
Campbell River where he lived with his son, Don, and family. Lester 
died November 14, 1985. 

Pearl and Lester had two children: Donald and Judith. 

Donald and Elizabeth (Williams) 
Donald was born in 1934 and received his education at Rosser 

Village School and United College in Winnipeg. He enjoyed all 
sports, was a member of the Rosser United Church, taught Sunday 
school and belonged to the Young People's Group which he repre
sented at Tuxis Boys' Parliament. After he moved to Winnipeg, he 
guided an under-privileged group of boys in the Point Douglas area. 

Don married Elizabeth Williams of Hillside Beach in 1964 and 
they took up residence in Winnipeg. In 1971, they moved to British 
Columbia living in Mission and Powell River before settling in 
Campbell River in 1974. 

Don has operated a successful vinyl siding business since his 
move to British Columbia as well as home renovations and remod
elling. He continues to be actively interested in politics. 

Don and Elizabeth have three children. 
Keith was born in Winnipeg July 5, 1967. Following his gradu

ation, he completed heavy duty mechanics training and is presently 
employed in that capacity. Keith married Deanne Clarkson on 
August 8, 1988 and they have one son, Gavin, born AprilS, 1990. 

Leona was born in Winnipeg on December 16, 1969 and re
ceived her education in Powell River and Campbell River. She is 
presently pursuing a career in dancing. 

Rachael was born in Powell River on November 5, 1972 and 
received her education in Campbell River. In 1991, she married 
Rheal Desmarais and they reside in Campbell River. Rachel and 
Rheal have twin sons, Devon and Everett, born November 12, 1991. 

Judith and Cameron Peckinpaugh 
Judith was born July 3, 1944 and received her education at Rosser 

Village School and United College in Winnipeg. She was a member 
of the Rosser United Church and the Sunday School. Her enjoyment 
of music included the Junior Church Choir and a winning competi
tion in piano solo at the Rockwood Festival. Her keen interest in 
sports involved her in the Interlake sports meets and earned her an 
entry to the Provincial Track and Field events. 

After a secretarial course, Judy entered the field of figure skating. 
She trained at the Winnipeg Figure Skating Club and the Royal 
Glenora Club in Edmonton, Alberta. She was awarded Canadian 
Figure Skating Association gold medals in Figures, Freeskating and 
Dance. In 1963, Judy and her partner won the senior dance champi
onship for the prairie provinces. 

In 1967, Judy married Cameron Peckinpaugh of Edmonton, 
Alberta and, after a brief residence in Montreal, they moved to 
Vancouver, British Columbia. 

Cam and Judy have lived in Richmond since 1968, except for the 
period August 1986 to August 1987, when they were transferred to 
Calgary, Alberta. Cam is employed by Canadian Airlines Interna
tional, which was formed in 1987 by the merger of Cam's original 
employer, Pacific Western Airlines and Canadian Pacific Airlines. 
Judy continues to pursue her interest in figure skating at the Con
naught Skating Club in Richmond where she has coached since 
1968. She is an active member ofthe South Arm United Church and 
has served on several committees, published the church newsletter, 
and worked as church secretary during the summer months. 

They have two children: Jennifer Lee, born February 21, 1973 
and Mitchell Alan, born July 3, 1975, a "best ever" birthday present 
for his mom. 

Jennifer graduated from Steveston Secondary School in 1991 
and plans to continue post-secondary education in Vancouver. 

Mitchell, like his grandfather Lester, has enjoyed many sports, 
including baseball, soccer and golf. He is presently completing his 
secondary education at Steveston. 

TOM AND MARGARET BEVERIDGE 

One of the earliest settlers in the Little Mountain area of Rosser 
was Tom Beveridge. We have been unable to trace any descendants, 
but it is known from V. Lawrence's diary that Mr. Lawrence and his 
brother stayed with Mr. and Mrs. Tom Beveridge and family when 
they arrived here in 1878. The Beveridges at that time were 
established in their home which was situated south of the Little 
Mountain School on SE 21-11-2E. This is now airport property. 

There were ten children in the family. Ann married Val Law
rence, Nettie became Mrs. Hadwin, Liza headed the Margaret Scott 
nursing in Winnipeg for many years, Daniel farmed. Margaret 
became Mrs. Steele and Ebenezer practised law in Winnipeg. It is 
known that church services were conducted in the Beveridge home 
before any schools or churches were built. 

Leti to Right. Standing: Margaret (Be\'eridge) Steele; Ehene:er Bn'eridge; Maude 
(Ford) Bn'eridge: Mrs. Eh; Rev. Thomas Be\'eridge: Eli:a Be\'eridge; Fred Hadwin; 
Seated: Fred Steele; Edith (Lawrence) McMullan holding daughter Jean. hoi'll June 
6.1913; Isahella Be\'eridge holding Peggy Hadwin; CrandmothcrMargaret (McLeish) 
Be\'eridge; Ann (Beveridge) Lawrence; Letitia (Cunningham) Bn'eridge: Mrs. Tom: 
Minnie Lawrence; Janet (Bn'eridge) Hadwin holding hahy Barhara. hoi'll May 1-1. 
1914. 
Seated in Front: Thomas Frederick Hadwin 

According to the Manitoba Provincial Archives' Historic Hold
ers Land Index, which lists the first owners of all the land in the 
Province, Thomas Slater and John Mann bought the NE and NW 
quarters of 21-11-2E in July 1872 and Peter Kirton bought SE 21-
11-2E in J ul y 1877. Copies of the Abstract covering 21-1 1-2E, 
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obtained from the Winnipeg Land Titles Office, show that Thomas 
Beveridge bought SE 21-11-2E from Peter Kirton on July 31, 1877. 

BIRD FAMILY 

Robert and Edith Bird 
Robert and Edith Bird moved to Rosser Municipality in 1969 

when they purchased acreage from Sam Cranston on 31-11-2E. 
Their five children attended school in Rosser, Grosse Isle and 
Warren. 

Bob Bird retired from the Manitoba Telephone System in 1987 
after 37 years of service and he and wife Edith are enjoying having 
more time to spend together on various home projects and interests. 

Lynn and Gary Letkeman 
In 1979 Lynn married Gary Letkeman of Winnipeg. They have 

two children, Holly and Scott, who attend school in Stonewall. 
Lynn, Garry and family moved to their present home on Sturgeon 
Road, north of the perimeter in 1987. 

Laura and Ken McGimpsey 
In 1980 Laura married Ken McGimpsey of Winnipeg. They have 

three sons: Brett, Michael and Bryan. In 1988 Ken and Laura had a 
home built in the Rockwall Estates in Stonewall. They are active in 
the Residents' Association and enjoy taking part, along with their 
neighbours, in the development of Archie Gray Park. The three boys 
attend school in Stonewall and are active in hockey. 

Christine and Peter Doliwa 
Christine married Peter Doliwa in 1984. They have two children, 

Robert and Dana. After teaching school in Gilbert Plains, Manitoba 
for 12 years, Christine is now teaching in Vanderhoof, British 
Columbia where the family has resided since 1990. 

Mark and Lisa (Gareau) 
Mark married Lisa Gareau in 1985. They have four children: 

Joshua, Kennedy, Laura and Katherine. Mark and Lisa moved to the 
village of Rosser in 1989 when they purchased the former Blair 
home. They are involved in community activities such as curling, 
Tiny Tots, and enjoy membership in Rosser church. 

Andrea and Alex Martens 
In 1987 Andrea married Alex Martens of Winnipeg. They have 

two sons, Nevin and Nolan. They reside on 31-11-2E next to the 
family home and are members of Rosser church. 

BLAIR F AMIL Y 

David and May (Lally) 
David Blair was born in Tyrone, Ireland in 1882. He came to 

Canada in 1904 and worked in Montreal for a few years then came 
west. He worked on the farm of Mr. Charles Howe and later rented 
a farm for himself. 

In 1922, he married May Lally, of Pigeon Lake, Manitoba, who 
was a teacher at West Rosser School. They lived in Winnipeg until 
1926 when they returned to Rosser and rented and farmed 4-12-1 W. 

In 1945, they bought the former John Ranson farm at 10-12-1 W 
from Mrs. Rose McClary. It later became the home of their second 
son, Fred. 

They raised a family of six: David James, Frederick George, 
Elizabeth May, Olive Vivian, Norah Frances and Albert William. 
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Mr. Blair died in April, 1957 and Mrs. Blair moved into the city. 
Having left her home on the farm in Rosser, May settled into life in 
Winnipeg with her usual adaptability. She was active in several 
senior's organizations; particularly enjoying the senior's Toastmas
ters Club. No family gathering was complete without her. Her 
winters were spent in Arizona until her death in October, 1977. 

- excerpt ji'om Rosser Ripples, update hy Bette Ward 

Bill. Fred. Olive. Belle. Frances. Jim. Mrs. May Blair (seated) 

Jim and Dorothy (Hawkins) 
Jim, born to Dave and May Blair, was raised in the Rosser area. 

He married Dorothy Hawkins of Bergen in 1944 and they began 
farming in the West Rosser area in 1946. Later they moved into the 
Village to live with Uncle Joe Blair, then to the John Cross farm 
which Jim purchased in 1970. Upon retirement in 1978, they built a 
house in the Village. 

Jim and Dorothy had two daughters, Judith Elaine and Diane 
Carol. They both attended school at Rosser and Warren completing 
their education at the University of Manitoba. Both chose teaching 
as their profession. 

Jim and Dorothy Blair 

Fn'endship with oneself is all-important 
because without it one cannot be friends 
with anyone else in the world. 

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT 



Judy was married to Barry Baldwin in 1969. They lived in Rosser 
from 1970 to 1977 and then moved into a new home in Warren, 
where they are presently residing. They have four sons: Ryan, 1972; 
Rich, 1973; Curtis, 1977; and Bryce, 1979. 

Barry is a refrigeration mechanic and works for Black and & 
McDonald Company in Winnipeg and Judy is presently working at 
Playmates Preschool. 

Diane married Harold Hogg from Woodlands in 1971 where they 
resided for the next ten years. They have two children: Travis, 1976 
and Sherri, 1979. The family moved to Saskatoon in 1981 where 
they now live. Harold has been employed with Federated Co-op for 
over 25 years and Diane has chosen to work as a secretary for 
Cameco Corporation. 

All of the grandchildren carryon their love of music and interest 
in sports. 

Jim and Dorothy were enjoying their retirement home in Rosser 
when Jim took ill. He passed away in 1979 at the age of 56. 

In 1982, Dorothy married Jim Oakes and moved to his home in 
Clandeboye. This new marriage increased Dorothy's family by 
adding another daughter, Heather, and her husband, Todd; a son, 

Curtis. Rick, Ryan, Barry 
Bryce and Judy Baldwin 

Diane and Harold Hogg 
Sherry alld Tra\'is 

Bill, and his wife, Linda, as well as six more grandchildren. In 1989 
Jessica, the first great-grandchild arrived, born to granddaughter 
Wendy and husband, Ken Neil. 

Due to an unfortunate car accident, Jim was killed in October, 
1990. Dorothy still resides in Clandeboye, spending her winters in 
Weslaco, Texas. 

Fred and Evelyn (Copp) 
Fred Blair, born October 21, 1924, went to West Rosser School 

and farmed with his parents in West Rosser. 
He married Gladys Duxbury of Winnipeg in 1962 and lived on 

the home place, which he took over from his mother in 1966, and 
built their new home on the same property. In 1964, he bought Lloyd 
Green's farm east of Rosser and together he and Gladys farmed it 
with his home place until her death in March, 1978. 

Fred married Evelyn Copp in April 1981. They lived on the home 
farm until Fred's death in December, 1987. Evelyn continues to live 
on the farm. 

Fred's love for children endeared him to all his nieces and 
nephews. Having lived all of his life in the Rossercommunity he was 
known as a friend to all. 

- an excerpt from Rosser Ripples, update by Bette Ward 

E\'elyn and Fred Blair 

Elizabeth May and William Ward 
I, Bette, became a teacher. I married William James Ward, an 

electrical engineer from Stonewall in 1948. 
In 1973 Bill was overcome with the desire to share in the wealth 

or woes (depending upon who is telling the story) enjoyed by the 
farm community. Subsequently, having purchased the home farm of 
Davey Blair, we made the move from Fort Garry to Rosser together 
with our two youngest sons, Kevin and Kelly. In 1986 Bill retired 
from his position with the Department of Fisheries, Oceans. Thus 
freed from winter obligations we now spend our winters in Florida 
and our summers in sunny Manitoba and so enjoy the best of both 
worlds. 

Our daughter, Terry, married Bruce Beaton in 1974. They and 
their three children, Kathleen, Scott and Kelly, now live in the 
Rosser community. 

Laurie married Nancy Beatty in 1977. They live in the Kenora 
area with their two children, Adam and Allieren. 

John spends his winters in Kenora. Each summer the lure of the 
prairies has brought him back to Rosser, Manitoba, where he has 
worked with uncles, Fred and Bill. 

Kevin also resides in~the Kenora area. In September, 1987 he and 
Leslie Millward were married at the farm. They now have two 
children, Simon and Allison. 

Bill and Bette Ward. Terry, KC\·in. Laurie. John. Kelly 
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Kelly currentlyis living in Thunder Bay where he flies with Nor
Ontair Airlines. 

Olive Vivian and Boyd Hamilton 
Olive graduated as an RN from the Winnipeg General Hospital. 

She married Boyd Walter Hamilton of Winnipeg, a geo-physicist. 
Olive and Boyd are now retired and continue to live in Calgary, 
Alberta. Their daughter, Colleen, and family and son, Brett, and 
family reside in Edmonton, Alberta; Bruce and family in Calgary; 
Tom and family in Toronto. Their youngest daughter, Kathleen, is 
currently on staff at a school north of Edmonton. 

Norah Frances and Robert McDermid 
Norah, also a teacher, married Robert Donald McDermid, man

ager of Portage Soda Water Works, Portage La Prairie. Her husband 
was deceased in 1972. She then entered university studies while 
teaching and obtained her B.Ed. She is currently in her twenty
second year on staff in Portage La Prairie School Division. 

She has two children: Arlene Roberta Bachalo is married with 
two children and resides in California; Cynthia Elizabeth llnrried 
Clayton Tabin and their story continues elsewhere in this book. 

Albert William and Patricia Gail (Mulligan) 
I, Albert William Blair, was born in a Winnipeg hospital in 1933. 

I was raised on a farm and am still farming as of December, 1991 in 
the RM of Rosser. My first residence was on SE 4-12-1 W. Here on 
the farm we kept cows, pigs, chickens and turkeys. We did our 
farming and commuting with horses and mules; no car until 1941. 
The grain was cut with binder and stooked by hand. We had a big 
garden with plenty of vegetables so we were almost self-sufficient 
as far as food was concerned. I remember my mother telling me 
many times about one fall in the 30's; after all the bills were paid the 
only money left to live on for the winter was $200.00 from the sale 
of turkeys. Ed McDonald did our threshing in those days and Fred 
Mulligan hauled the grain. Mum was very busy at this time with six 
children living in a small house with no modern conveniences: no 
running water, no electricity and no fridge. We kept our butter in a 
hole in the ground framed with boards. All the cooking forthe family 
and hired men was done on a wood stove and the water for the 
livestock and household use was pumped by hand. 

Dad bought our first tractor in 1938, a John Deere Model D, no 
lights, no starter, steel wheels; hydraulics hadn't been heard of yet. 
The tractor cost $1 ,200.00. Dad also purchased some machinery to 

Bill and Pal Blair 
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go with the tractor at this time: a 12 foot International Harvester 
Company cultivator; a 7-1/2 foot John Deere one-way and a 10-
section han'ow bar. We still used the horses to pull the 20-run 10 foot 
seed drill until 1946, when Dad bought a new John Deere 28-run drill 
for just over $400.00. We bought our first combine (used) in 1948, 
also a 12 foot swather. These two items cost about $2,000.00. The 
seeding equipment gradually changed from seed drill and one-way 
to discers in about 1954 and from discers to air seeder for us in 1988. 
All the farm machinery has seen tremendous change in these 50 
years. These changes are mostly for the better I think, especially the 
cabs on tractors and combines. 

We were fortunate to know and have the knowledge and service 
of several good repairmen during those years offarming, especially 
Bert Beachell of Rosser and Joe Smith of Warren. 

My father, Dave Blair, died in April, 1957 and mother, May Blair, 
in September, 1977. 

I married Patricia Gail Mulligan in June, 1958. We began 
expanding our farm operation in 1959, when Fred, my brother, and 
I bought the Alex McKerchar farm where we still reside. It is 
composed of 240 acres NW and W 1/2 NE 3-12-1W. In 1970 I 
purchased another 240 from John Cross and, in 1973,80 acres from 
my cousin, Davie Blair. My final purchase being another 80-acre 
parcel from my brother, Fred, in 1986. Fred and I farn1ed together 
continually from when we were old enough to work on the farm until 
Fred's death in December, 1987. We shared our equipment, stored 
our seed and fertilizer in the same bins and exchanged granary space 
all those years and we were both the better for it financially. 

Pat and I have two children: William Perry, born in 1959, and 
Deborah Lynn, born in 1963. Perry and Debbie have written their 
own histories. We have four grandchildren: Melissa, Tyler, Brittany 
and Christopher. The grandchildren are the highlight of our lives. 

For recreation in my life I have been a member and have curled 
in Rosser Curling Club continuously since the first rink was built in 
1946 and am still curling as of December, 1991. Pat has been 
bowling in Winnipeg for 15 years and still enjoys it. 

Our other main hobby has been dancing. Pat and I love to dance 
to oldtime music. We attended many fine dances at Meadows in our 
younger days. Meadows always had good music and good lunches. 
As of the last 15 years, we have attended many fiddling contests and 
have met many wonderful people with the same interests as our
selves. We have travelled to many points in Ontario, Saskatchewan, 
Alberta, Peace. Gardens and many contests closer to home. We still 
enjoy the music as much as ever. 

The Rosser area has been very -good to us; productive land, good 
water, close to the city markets and hospitals, etc. We have had many 
good neighbours and friends here in my lifetime. 

- Bill Blair 

William Perry Blair 
William Perry Blair was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba on July 28, 

1959 and resided in Rosser, Manitoba until he was 18 years of age, 
at which time he moved to Winnipeg where he still resides today. 
Perry attended Rosser Elementary School, Grosse Isle School and 
graduated from Warren Collegiate in June, 1977. Perry went on to 
study at Red River Community College where he attained a diploma 
in Business Administration. 

Perry's work was split between the fann and working in Winni
peg. He purchased a quarter section offarmland from his Uncle Fred 
and later purchased an additional 80 acres from his father. He farmed 
with his father until December, 1991 at which time he sold his land. 

Perry was employed at Cargill Limited from January, 1978 where 
he worked in various accounting departments until he left in March, 
1989. From March, 1989 to today he is self-employed as half-owner 
of Santek Audio Video Service Inc. 



Perry Blair-and Melissa 

In April, 1983 Perry was 
married to Lynn Kinsmen of 
Winnipeg, but like many mar
riages of the eighties, the mar
riage ended up in divorce in 
February, 1985. They were 
blessed with the birth of a 
beautiful daughter, Melissa 
Lynn, while they were togeth
er. Melissa currently resides 
with her mother in Winnipeg 
where she attends elementary 
school. 

Perry's interests in life 
have been varied, with sports 
being his prime interest. He 
was involved in most 
sports during his school 

days, with curling being his first love. Some of his achievements in 
curling have been two appearances in the Manitoba Mixed Curling 
Provincial Championships. He also won the North American Life 
Trophy in the 1990 M.C.A. Bonspiel, as well as winning many 
curling bon spiels in Winnipeg and in rural communities. 

He also participated in the administration of curling through 
being on the executive of and eventually serving as President of the 
Thistle Curling Club for the 1990-91 curling season. He is presently 
a member of the Manitoba Curling Association Past Presidents 
Association and still participates in the administration of the Thistle 
Curling Club, acting as Secretary. 

Debbie and Brian Howelko 
I, Debbie, have lived all 

my life in Rosser. I was born 
on September 30, 1963 to 
William and Patricia Blair. 

During my years of grow
ing up in Rosser, I was 
involved in the Rosser United 
Church Sunday School, both 
as a student and later a 
teacher. I participated in the 
choir and am now back teach
ing the nursery Sunday School 
class. I was a member of the 
Rosser 4-H Club 
and I am still a member of the 
Curling Club. I began curling 
in Grade Five in the old curl-
ing rink. I attended Rosser 

- Perry Blair 

Dehhie and Brian f/owelko 
Tyler, Brittany, Christopher 

School for Grades One to Four; Grosse Isle from Grade Five to 
Eight and Wan'en Collegiate for Grades Nine to Twelve. I attended 
Red River Community College and received my certificate as a 
Health Record Technician. I worked in this area until we had a fam
ily. 

In June, 1983 I married Brian Howelko of Winnipeg. Brian was 
born on March II, 1958 and grew up in Matlock, Manitoba. He 
received his education in Matlock and Gimli. He also attended Red 
River Community College and now owns an electronic repair shop, 
along with my brother, Perry Blair, in Winnipeg. 

We have three children: Tyler, born April 9, 1986; Brittany, born 
August 3, 1933; and Christopher, born February 1, 1991. Tyler 

attends Kindergarten in Rosser School and Brittany attends Nursery 
School in St. Francois Xavier. Both Tyler and Brittany attend 
Sunday School in Rosser United Church. 

- Debbie Howelko 

William J. "Billy" and Janet "Jenny" (Gray) 
Billy Blair was born in Cookstown, Northern Ireland, in June, 

1883 coming to Canada in May, 1907. He worked at construction in 
Montreal for three months then came west for harvest. He worked 
on a fann near Brandon and when freeze-up came he got a job in a 
logging camp. The following spring he got work through the 
Winnipeg Employment Office on a fann in Rosser district, coming 
to Charlie Howe's SW 33-11-IW, where Fred Krym now lives. It 
was April, 1908 and he worked until Mr. Howe sold his farm in 1912. 
He started farming for himself in 1913 moving into the house on the 
farm where Carl Havixbeck now lives and renting land on the same 
section for one year. 

He married Janet Gray in November, 1913. She was born in 
Scotland in December, 1889 coming to Canada in May, 1912. She 
went right to her sister, Binnie, who lived on a homestead in Gunton. 
They travelled by ox and cart from the railway station to the 
homestead. 

After spending a couple of months with her sister, Jenny went to 
Winnipeg to look for work and got ajob with Mr. and Mrs. McNeil 
on the farm known as the "Nanton" farm and now owned by Leo 
Hadaller. The next season she worked for Mr. and Mrs. R. Galbraith 
leaving at the end of the year to be married. 

Mr. and Mrs. Blair moved to the farm owned by Andrew 
Robertson, SW 2-12-1 W, renting a part of the land. Mr. Robertson 
was serving overseas in the First World War. Mr. Blair heard 
rumours that he was going to sell the farm when he returned home 
so he inquired as to when Mr. Robertson would arrive, met him at the 
station and made the deal before they parted. 

The Blairs lived on the farm until 1957 when they retired and 
moved into the house formerly owned by Greenaways in the Village 
of Rosser. Mr. Blair died in 1963 and Mrs. Jenny Blair moved to 
Winnipeg. She lived in the Fred Douglas Lodge until her death in 
March, 1975. 

- an excerpt ji'O/1/ Rosser Ripples. update by Bette Ward 

David J. "Davey" and Janet (Webster) 
Davey was born December, 1914 on the farm. He took it over 

after his dad's death. Davey went to West Rosser School, three miles 
west of the village. Most of his teachers lived in the district; among 
them his aunt, Mrs. Dave Blair, Sr., as well as Mrs. Kay Beachell, 
Mrs. J. Cross and Mrs. Donald Olds. When he started school there 
were only 9 pupils but the attendance increased to 26 before he was 
through school. Davey started working on the farm after finishing 
school. 

In 1959 he married Janet Webster. Davey and Janet came to live 
in their new home on the fann SW 2-12-1 W in June. They continued 
to farm there until Davey retired, owing to ill health. Farm help was 
getting very hard to find so Davey decided to sell in 1973. They 
moved to Winnipeg into the St. James area where they resided for 13 
years. They enjoyed bowling, and also belonged to the Sturgeon 
Creek Seniors Group. 

Davey passed away September 30, 1985 and Janet now lives in 
West Kildonan in an apartment block. She belongs to a seniors group 
which she enjoys very much. Davey and Janet spent many happy 
years in Rosser and made many friends. 

- all excelptji'om Rosser Ripples, update by Janet Blair 
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Joseph Blair 
Joseph was born in Northern Ireland on March 5, 1886. He and 

his brother, William, came to Canada in May, 1907. He worked in 
construction for three months in Montreal and then came west to 
Brandon. 

He came to Rosser in 1908 and was engaged in fanning part time, 
bush work and road building. 

In 1930, he bought a farm in Rosser Municipality, NE 1/4 S Il
l W. In the year 1947, he boughtahouse in the village of Rosser from 
P.E. McCarthy and lived there until his death in 1958. 

- reprinted from Rosser Ripples 

THE BEN BLUE F AMIL Y 

I, Diane Blue, was born in Winnipeg, the youngest child of 
Gladys and Roy Roche. I received my schooling at Little Mountain, 
Brooklands, Sisler and Warren Schools. I participated in sports, was 
active in 4-H work and community life. In 1961 after a year of 
business college, I began working at Bestway Express Truck Lines 
on Oak Point Highway. It was here that I was to meet my husband, 
Ben. Ben Blue was born and raised on a small farm in New 
Brunswick. In his late teens he moved to Toronto and began working 
in the trucking industry. In 1962, equipped with a new truck, he 
joined the Bestway fleet as an owner-operator. I guess one can say 
that trucking is like farming with the old cliche .. .it just gets in the 
blood and stays. It has become our mainstay and, at present, Ben still 
travels throughout Canada and the USA as a broker for Schneider 
Carriers based out of Rochester, Minnesota. 

Ben and I were married in September, 1964. We moved to the NE 
21-11-2E in 1965 when we purchased the home and property ofL. 
Lamy family. We remained here until 1980 at which time we sold to 
John Heibert. In November, 1980, we moved to our newly-built 
home in Lilyfield, SE l7-l2-2E, the old school property. As we have 
worked at getting our yard site in order, I often remember all the 
good times and the friendships many of us shared when the annual 
picnic- sportsday was held on this two-acre site. The sandy spot in 
the garden is a gentle reminder of the high jump pit-with old pop 
bottles buried here and there in the trees-and even the "old grey 
outhouse" that we left standing, for about six years, believing it to 
be the last little bit of nostalgia on this old landmark. There is no 
doubt this place has given us pleasant surroundings in which to raise 
our family. 

We have two children: Bonnie, born in 1969, and Barry, born in 
1973. Both attained grades one to twelve at Stonewall, graduating 
from the Collegiate in 1987 and 1991, respectively. Bonnie enjoyed 
many sports. After three years of working as a retail clerk at 
Canadian Tire, she returned to school and at present she is a second 
year history major at King College in Bristol, Tennessee. 

Barry has always been active in hockey and baseball and, at the 
time of writing, is a partner in a sportscard and collectibles shop in 
Winnipeg. He plans to enter university in the near future. 

- Diane Blue 

BODNARCHUK FAMILY 

Nick and Ann Bodnarchuk 
The Bodnarchuk family settled on SW 2-12-2E Rosser in 1920. 

Nick and Ann had seven children: Joseph, Michael, Margaret, Kay, 
Lee, John and Rose. Only two are still living; Lee in Los Angeles and 
Margaret in Winnipeg. 
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Michael and Mary Bodnarchuk 
Michael met and married Mary Krawchuk in 1948. Mary was 

known as "Min". Michael and Min had two sons: Raymond, born in 
1951, and Wayne, born in 1958. Mike went to work at Domtar and 
Min stayed on the fann to raise the boys. Mike died in April 1973. 

Raymond and Doreen Bodnarchuk 
Raymond met and married Doreen Manderson of Belfast, North

ern Ireland. They were married in July 1973. In September, 1974, 
their first son, Derek, was born. Their second son, Colin, was born 
in 1977. In 1982 Min's house burned down so Ray, Doreen and the 
boys moved back to the farm to live with Min and Wayne. 

Wayne and Melody Bodnarchuk 
In 1985, Wayne met Melody Jaman of Winnipeg and they were 

married ayear later. Wayne and Mel lived in the city fora while, then 
later moved to Stony Mountain. They have no children. 

In 1988, Min left the farm to live in a senior's home in Stony 
Mountain. She lived there until her death in 1990. Ray, Doreen and 
only grandsons, Derek and Colin, still live on the fann. Wayne and 
Mel still live in Stony Mountain. 

- Ray Bodnarchuk 

THE BONIN FAMILY 

Memories of our time in Rosser 

Wilfred and Dianna Bonin were pioneers ofInwood, Manitoba 
before coming to Rosser in 1924 with two daughters, Irene, age seven, 
and Yvonne, age nine. 

Dad purchased the boarding house and poolroom from Mr. A. 
Dugas and family, also a French family, who were never popular in 
those days. After much renovation to these buildings - on the main 
drag across from the railway station - a gas pumping station was 
added to the business as Dad, nicknamed Bonnie, had by then the 
agency for gas and oil service to farms in all surrounding commu
nities. 

Dianna BOl/in Y\'Onne. Simonc. /rene. Wilfred Bonin 

Mother, besides being bookkeeper and telephone switchboard 
operator, was an excellent cook. She boarded school teachers and 
travelling salesmen. Through the years our house became a busy 
place. Another daughter, Simone, was born in Rosser and Mother 
required hired help by then. 

My memories of Rosser was a life of hard work all week but, 
come Friday night and Saturday, also Sunday were fun times. People 
coming to town for shopping and visiting; daring young folks came 



to the boarding house (meeting place) but men only to the poolroom 
if there were no dances held in surrounding community schools. 

Christmas-time in the country was fun going to different school 
Christmas concerts and dances by the sleigh-loads. Summer week
ends were picnics and baseball games between different towns 
around, not to forget dances everywhere with good old-time music. 
I also recall we enjoyed "box social" dances. Hear this - all dances 
and our poolroom, on a Saturday night, had to be closed at midnight 
or the town cryers (I mean authorities) "gotcha". Those were the 
good old days in the country village - one never forgets. It is amusing 
to think of it now and all during the Dirty Thirties too. 

After ten years, Irene, age 17, and Simone, age 6, started school 
in St. Boniface and myself, age 18, going in to a beauty culture 
college. The French family left for St. Boniface in 1934 where 
Mother and Dad eventually went into real estate and started a 
grocery store too. It lasted at least eight years, when they moved to 
St. Norbert and went into real estate there too. By then, Irene was a 
teacher in the country, the town of St. Anne. Simone was in sales and 
I eventually owned a beauty salon until my marriage. My husband 
was away in the Navy RCNVR in the last war. 

Our dear mother passed away in December, 1957 and Dad in 
February, 1967. Walter, my husband, passed away in 1969 and Irene 
was widowed too. Simone and her husband are living in Oakville, 
Ontario. 

Yes, my memories tell me we missed the good country air of 
Rosser and our farming community friends. 

- by Yvonne Bonin Roscoe 

GEORGEANDHENNYBOONSTRA 

George Boonstra Jr., son of Carl and Pearl, was born in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba in 1955 and grew up on the family dairy farm, three miles 
north of Meadows, Manitoba. He went to school in Warren and then 
to Red River Community College to take a mechanics course. He 
worked as a mechanic in Winnipeg and Northern Manitoba for a few 
years. 

In 1977 George and Henny (Van Barneveld) were married. 
Henny grew up in northern British Columbia near the town of 
Houston, a small logging town. She was the third of ten children of 
John and Hendrika Van Barneveld. It was a big change from the 
mountains and bush to the bald prairies. Shortly after being married 
they moved to the old Johnson farm, formerly owned by Grant and 
Verner, two miles north of Meadows that is now owned by an Italian 
company, Tomatin Farms. George has worked for Tomatin Farms 
from 1977 till the present time. 

Back Row: Brenda. George 
Front: Henny, Derek, Albert 

George and Henny have three children: Brenda, born in 1977, 
Albert, born in 1979; and Derek, born in 1981. They attend school 
in Warren and are very active in school sports, hockey and ringette 
in the winter and baseball in the summer. Brenda is also a member 
of the Winnipeg Youth Choir. 

GEORGE AND ALICE BOURGOUIN 

George was born in Richer. His schooling was there and in 
Ste. Anne's. He obtained his aircraft engineer's licence in 
Winnipeg. Special courses and more schooling in the US helped 
him obtain many endorsements on his licence. George works at 
the Winnipeg International Airport with the North West 
Company as Chief Engineer. George also has a private pilot's 
licence. 

Alice is from Clear Lake. She attended school in Clear Lake 
and Onanole. She completed high school in Erickson. Alice has 
managed the Rosser General Store since 1986 when she and 
George purchased it. 

George and Alice were married on April 29, 1972. They 
moved to the Rosser area in August, 1984. 

There are three children in the family. Daniel is 16 years old 
and in Grade XI; Denis is 15 years old and in Grade X; and 
Collin is 13 years old and in Grade IX. All attend Warren 
Collegiate. The entire family enjoys many sports, especially 
baseball and curling. 

VICTOR JOSEPH BOUTIN 

Vic was born in St. Sabine, Quebec, the third of twelve chil
dren, and received his early schooling there. He went to stay with 
an uncle in Montreal when he was I I years old. 

Hit with the wanderlust at age 14, he went to work in Ontario 
picking tobacco then working in a lumber camp. Since then he 
has worked in every province from New Brunswick west. 

In the spring of 1968, he came to Manitoba to work for Mr. 
Sam Cranston. When seeding was finished, he went to work for 
Roy and Hugh Turbett and has remained an employee at that 
dairy and grain farm ever since. 

SIDNEY BOWLER 

In 1919 my father, Sidney Bowler, acquired a quarter section of 
land located on the NE 35-12-IE in the Municipality of Rosser. He 
also acquired 80 acres north across the road. The property was 
previously owned by William Bowler, his father. 

There were no buildings on the property and, in 1925, my father 
built a small house and moved onto the property. In 1935 he built a 
large barn and poultry house. In 1939 he built the first fully modern 
eight-room house in the district. It had a fully modern bathroom, 
kitchen facilities with running water and electric lights powered by 
a 32-volt wind-charged power plant. 

He had a mixed farm operation until 1948 when he sold to 
Oliver Morrison and retired to Winnipeg. Sidney Bowler passed 

away in Fort Garry in 1965. 
- Ruth Krier 

THE MELVILLE BOWLER F AMIL Y 

In 1934 Melville Bowler and his wife, Anne, settled on SE 35-
12-IE which had been previously homesteaded by Mel's father, 
John Bowler. 

Mel and Anne (Sheldon) were married on January 10, 1934 and 
raised three children: Joyce, Robert and Bernice. 
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Joyce married Claude Blagden on November 28, 1953 and they 
subsequently built a home on acreage adjoining the Bowler farm to 
the south. They had two children: Valerie, who married John 
Hueging of Warren in 1977; and Norman, who married Valerie 
DeLaroque of Argyle in 1989. Claude Blagden passed away in 1979 
and Joyce married Mervyn Lyndon on July 28, 1990. After residing 
in British Columbia for a year, they returned to Manitoba and built 
a new home on the site of Joyce's original land. 

Val and John Hueging have two daughters, Danelle and Trina, 
and are presently residing in the Warren community. 

Norm and Val have a son, Justin. They have recently built a 
new home on the original homestead. 

Robert married Doreen (Patterson) on June 17, 1961. They are 
residing on the original Rob Bowler homestead located on SW 2-13-
I E which was designated a Century Farm in 1978. They have five 
children: Randy, Holly, Jacqueline, Teresa and Kristy. 

Holly married Glenn Pasichnyk in 1987 and they now have three 
children: Meghan, Cory and Justin. Holly and Glenn are living in 
Winnipeg. The other girls are presently living in Winnipeg and 
Randy is currently residing at home. 

Bernice married Edward Semeniuk on July 29, 1961. They 
lived in Winnipeg for a time and then built a home on acreage to the 
north of the home farm in 1979. They have three children: Mark, 
Ross and Linda. Mark and Ross are living in Winnipeg and Linda is 
presently residing at home. 

Mel and Anne celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on 
January 10, 1984. Mel passed away in July, 1985. Anne is still 
residing in the original house on the farm. 

- Joyce Lyndon 

Joyce. Mel\·il/e. Alllle. Bernice alld Roher! Bowler 

THE BRAIDS 

Thomas and Hilda (Kelly) 
Thomas Braid was born at Leven, Fifeshire, Scotland in 1882. He 

was educated in Scotland and became head gardener at the Estate of 
Sir Kenneth Clarke where he grew a variety of choice fruits, some 
of which were sent to Buckingham Place and were served at the table 
of King Edward VII. 

In 1909, while employed at the Clarke estate, Thomas met and 
married Hilda Kelly, a young English woman who was serving as 
lady's maid to Lady Clarke. Hilda was born in 1885 in Salsbury, 
Wiltshire. 
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In 1911 Mr. Braid emigrated to Canada, taking up residence in 
Redvers, Saskatchewan. In 1912, Mrs. Braid and baby daughter, 
Jean followed from England. 

The Braids settled in Lilyfield district in 1914 where they bought 
the fann from Mr. & Mrs. George Clarke on 5-12-2E. 

In 1915 their first son, Gilbert, was born, followed by another 
daughter, Margaret, in 1916. In October of 1918 a second son, 
William, arrived and daughter, Helena, born in 1922, made a family 
of five for Thomas and Hilda. 

The Braids endured many hardships as farmers in the district 
including a cyclone in 1922 which destroyed all of their crops and 
most of the buildings, sparing only the house and one granary. 

Despite their hard times, the Braids raised many fine apple crops, 
including crab and eating apples, the likes of which had been 
unheard of before, outside the Morden area. Mr. Braid also nurtured 
a very fine grape arbour. 

Besides their duties toward home and family, Thomas and Hilda 
served their community through the years. Thomas was active on the 
Lilyfield school board. Hilda worked for the Red Cross in a volun
tary capacity. She was an enthusiastic lifetime member of the United 
Church of Canada, the Women's Auxiliary and the Mount Lildon 
Women's Institute. Many Sundays she fulfilled herrole as substitute 
organist at the Lilyfield church. 

Thomas died in 1952 leaving son, Gilbert, to continue farming 
the homestead. Hilda died in 1988 at the grand age of 103. The last 
II years of her life were spent in Rosewood Lodge in Stonewall. 

Jean married Neil Smith of Lilyfield and together they farmed 
the Smith farm just north of the Braid homestead. Jean died in 1983 
and Neil five years later in 1988. They were childless. 

Margaret, the second daughter, became the wife of Leonard 
(Buster) Hawkinson. They resided in Winnipeg and had two chil
dren: a daughter, Linda, and a son, Keith. Margaret was a very active 
member of the United Church, serving as a Canadian Girls In 
Training leader and was very community minded. She passed away 
in 1985. 

William, the second son, served in the RCAF during World War 
II. After the war he worked as a plumber and was later employed as 
a pipe fitter with the CNR until his retirement in 1980. He had two 
children, Gloria and Tom, from his first marriage to Dorothy 
Robinson. His second wife, Mary Onysko, predeceased him in 1986. 
In August, 1991, William passed away at the age of 73 years. 

Helena, the youngest child, finished her education in Winnipeg 
and worked there prior to her marriage to Charles Crawford in 1947. 
They chose the land as their future and became dairy farmers raising 
pure-bred registered Jersey cattle in the Rockwood district and later 
Argyle district. They had two children, Janet and Barry. Charles died 
in 1964. Helena resides in Stonewall and now retired, enjoys visiting 
with her many friends and keeping in touch with her three grandchil
dren. 

- Helena Crawford 

Gilbert and Muriel (Murray) 
Gilbert Braid, who took charge of the home estate, married 

Muriel Murray of Winnipeg. Five children graced the family farm. 
Marlene, the eldest, is now Mrs. George Sandor with two sons in 
Calgary. Brian married Patricia Hobson and they have two daugh
ters and a son in Calgary. Beryl, Mrs. Norman Littke, resides in 
Winnipeg has two daughters and a son. Bob married Debbie Seidel 
of Rosser and lives on the family farm with a son and daughter. 
Raymond married Judi Matsyk of Saskatchewan and has two 
daughters. They reside in Stony Mountain. 

Gilbert (Gib) loved his fann life and saw many changes take place 
over the years. The old No.7 highway that passed our house is now 
known as Sturgeon Road. Land was taken from the farm for 



Highway 101. He looked with sadness as his father's tall trees that 
he had planted were bulldozed down and hydro lines now cross the 
family farm. Gilbert contributed much to community life. He served 
on numerous committees and was particularly active for the Cana
dian Red Cross, canvassing in the Rosser area for many years. 
Gilbert died in June, 1991. 

- Muriel Braid 

Muriel alld Gilhert Braid 

Robert and Debbie (Seidel) 
Robert Murray Braid was born in Winnipeg on February 22, 

1952. He grew up on the family farm and attended East Rosser 
School, Rosser School and finally Stonewall Collegiate. 

Bob married Debbie Lynne Seidel on August 2, 1975. Debbie 
was born in Winnipeg on August 15, 1955. Debbie is the daughter 
of Doris and Leo Hadaller of Rosser, Manitoba. 

Bob and Debbie live on the Braid farm and have two children: 
Kevin Robert, born on May 5, 1977, and Roberta Lynne, born 
February 23, 1979. Kevin and Roberta attend school in Stonewall, 
Manitoba. 

Debbie graduated from the Grace Hospital School of Nursing in 
1987 and is presently employed as a Registered Nurse at Grace 
Hospital. Robert is currently worked for MacDon Industries as a 
welder. 

Rohert. Roherta. Kevill. DeMie Braid 

BRAUN FAMILY 

Mrs. Agatha Braun 
Mrs. Agatha Braun, a widow, and her ten children: Jakob, with 

his wife, Susanna, and son, Jake; Mary; Peter; Margaret; Isaac; 
Agatha; Anna; Nick; Tina and Lena left their village, Novo-Petrowka 
in southern Russia where they had lived for 25 years to come to 

Canada in 1925. In Moscow, they ran into trouble as special 
permission for Jakob, who was lame, to enter Canada had not been 
received, so he and his family had to remain there. Anna also had to 
remain as she did not pass the medical eye test. Rather depressed and 
discouraged, Mrs. Braun and the other children continued on to 
England, where it was found that Mary had an eye infection. Mary 
remained in England and the rest of the family left Southampton, 
England aboard the Empress of Scotland for Canada. They arrived 
at Quebec and then boarded the train for Winnipeg, Manitoba. Here 
they were advised by the Immigration Board to go to Winkler, where 
the crops were good, to work on a farm. 

After harvest, Peter and Isaac set out to look for a farm they could 
buy. The Board of Colonization (land agency) helped them locate a 
400 acre farm two miles east of Meadows, Manitoba, which they 
purchased from Mr. E.E. Price of Winnipeg in November, 1925. The 
family moved there shortly after and were joined by Mary, Anna and 
Jakob and his family, who now were able to come to Canada. 

Mrs. Braun left the farm in 1943 and moved to Winnipeg with her 
daughters, Margaret, Anna and Lena. In 1947, she moved to Leam
ington, Ontario. Her last year and a half were spent in the Grunthal 
Old Folks Home. Mrs. Agatha Braun passed away in February, 
1965. 

Back Row: Ernie Thiessell. Jacoh Tilllll, Em Braull. Nick Braull. Tilla and David 
Driedger. Isaac Braun. Helen Braun. EIi:aheth Braun. Peter Braun. Jacoh Braun 
Seated: Agatha Thiessen. Mary Thull. Margaret Koop. Agatha Braull. Anna Braun. 
Lena Braull. Susalllla Braun 

Jakob and Suzanna (Warkentin) 
Jakob Braun married Susanna Warkentin in Russia in 1923. They 

had five children: Jake, Margaret, Irma, Harry and Edward, as well 
as two others who died in infancy. After arriving at Meadows, Jakob 
purchased a 240 acre farm, adjoining his brothers' farm, from Mr. 
E.E. Price. They moved on to their own farm but worked with his 
brothers during seeding and harvest. Jakob Braun passed away in 
1952 and Susanna remained on the farm until 1960, when she and 
son, Ed, moved to Winnipeg. She passed away in August, 1968. 
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Harry, Irma, Margaret, Jake 
Jacob, Edward, Susanna Bmun 

Jake and Susan (Janzen) 
Jake married Susan Janzen of Dominion City in 1960, They live 

on the farm owned by his father. At first it was mixed farming and 
then grain and chickens and now is only grain, Susan has a part-time 
job in Winnipeg cooking at a seniors' residence and also caters, They 
have three children, Marilyn, Delores and Gordon, who all attended 
school at Rosser, Grosse Isle and Warren, 

Marilyn married Lyle Walde on October 3, 1992, They reside 
in Winnipeg, 

Delores married Robert Willms of Richmond, British 
Columbia in June, 1987, They have a daughter, Ruthann, and live 
in Richmond where Bob is employed as a bricklayer. 

Gordon married Shawn Doty of Carlyle, Saskatchewan in 1989, 
Gordon is foreman at Ag Pro Grain and helps his dad with the 
farming, Shawn is self-employed in the jewellery business, 
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Delores, Rlilizann and Bob Willms, Gordon Braun, Marilyn, 
Susan and Jake Bmull, Lyle Walde (inset) 

Margaret and Peter Friesen 
Margaret taught school for a year, married Peter Friesen of 

Marquette, Manitoba in 1951 and resided on a farm along the 
Assiniboine River. Peter was a fmmer and building mover, which 
included a grain elevator from Poplar Point to his yard, Peter passed 
away after a lengthy illness in June, 1988, Margaret has remained on 
the farm and rents the land to her son-in-law, George, They have four 
daughters: Elaine, Irene, Karen and Susan, 

Elaine is a nurse and has worked in Winnipeg hospitals for the 
Red Cross and with the Victorian Order of Nurses, She is presently 
on a two year voluntary assignment in Kentucky, USA, with the 
Mennonite Central Committee, 

Irene worked as a lab technician in Winnipeg, She married 
George Voth of Boissevain, Manitoba, They reside at Marquette 
next to Irene's mother. George operates the farm and is involved in 
church work with singing and choir directing, They have three 
children: James, Erin and Joanne, 

Margaret and Peter Friesen 

Karen worked as a book
keeper in Winnipeg, She 
married Douglas Kroll and 
lives on a farm near Little 
Mountain Park, Manitoba, 
Doug helps his Dad with sign 
making and painting, They 
have three children: William, 
Gregory and Anne, The 
Krolls are written up else
where in this book, 

Susan is a medical records 
technician and works at the 
Victoria Hospital. She lives 
in Winnipeg with her sister, 
Elaine, 

Irene and George Votiz, Margaret Friesen, Susan Friesen, Karen, Anne and DOllg 
Kroll, Elaine Friesen, Middle: James Votiz, Erin Votiz, From: William Kroll, 
Gregory Kroll, Joann Votiz 



Irma and Abe Mathies 
Inna married Abe Mathies of Leamington, Ontario in 1953. They 

lived on a small faIm nearby prior to their move to Leamington. Abe 
worked for the Heinz Company and Irma as an Registered Nursing 
Assistant in a nursing home. They had three sons: Robert, Kenneth 
and Paul. 

Robert is handicapped as the result of an accident and lives in a 
group home near Leamington. 

Kenneth works and lives in Toronto. He married Carol Vincent 
in May, 1991. 

Paul met his death while holidaying in British Columbia in June, 
1981. 

Robert Mathies. Carol alld Kell Mathies 
Abe alld /rma Mathies 

Harry and Betty (Wiebe) 
Harry Braun married Betty Wiebe in 1957. They started their 

married life in a new home on a summer fallow field operating a 
grain and poultry fann. In 1973, Harry became a school bus operator. 
He cut his 1600 laying hen flock down to 500 and completely 
disposed of the flock in 1983. 

Betty is a homemaker and has been church pianist and organist 
and has played at many functions over the years. They twice 
received awards from the Manitoba Good Roads Association in 
"The Best Fann Home Grounds" competition; winning the divi
sional and provincial trophies in 1982 and the divisional trophy in 
1991. 

They have three sons. Eric married Joanne Thiessen in 1986. 
They live on a small acreage next to his parents. He works for a 
General Motors dealership in the Parts Department. Eric also 
belongs to the Impala Car Club. He has won many trophies for his 
restored 1962 Chevrolet Impala and is currently restoring a 1964 SS 
Convertible Impala. Joanne is an assistant supervisor of her depart
ment at an investment company. They have one son, Brent. 

Victor lives with his parents. Previously with an electronics 
manufacturer, he recently became part-owner of Percy , s Wholesale 
in Winnipeg. He is also a volunteer firefighter for the Rosser 

Municipality. His hobby is UHFF/VHF and Ham Radio and satellite 
communications. He is also on the Meadows Community Club 
Board. 

Back Roll': Dale. Victor. Eric alld SOli Brellt 
Front Roll': Shelley. Betty. Harry, Joalllle 

Dale married Shelley Bartel in 1990. They reside in Winnipeg. 
Dale is a purchaser for an electrical distributer company. He also 
belongs to the Impala Car Club and is currently restoring a 1966 
Chevrolet Impala SS. Shelley is a financial agent for a major airline. 

Edward and Aileen (Buffie) 
Edward Braun attended the University of Manitoba and gradu

ated with a degree in Agriculture. After working with the Provincial 
Assessment Branch, he joined the Manitoba Agriculture Credit 
Corporation. In 1967, he married Aileen Buffie from Waldersee, 
Manitoba. In 1974, they moved to Calgary where Ed worked in the 
Agricultural Services Department of the Bank of Nova Scotia. Since 
1982, Ed has been operating his own agricultural consulting and 
farm appraisal business in Calgary. Aileen works in the accounting 
department of Guard Resources, an oil and gas company in Calgary. 
Ed and Aileen have two sons, Kevin and Jason. 

KCl'ill, Ed, Jasoll alld Aileell Braull 

Kevin is attending the University of Calgary, taking Business 
Administration, and works part-time at Costco Wholesale. 

Jason is also attending the University of Calgary and works part
time at Consumers Toy City. 

Ed's interests include volunteering at the Calgary Exhibition and 
Stampede, the Calgary Chamber of Commerce Agribureau, the 
Alberta Institute of Agrologists and singing in the Gem1an Canadian 
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Male Chorus of Calgary. As a family, they are active in church and 
community activities and enjoy travelling in their RV. 

Mary and Jacob Thun 
Mary Braun married Jacob Thun in 1935. They farmed west of 

Meadows on a farm from 1937 to 1950 now owned by Jake Braun. 
Jacob passed away in the spring of 1950 of pneumonia and in the fall 
of that year Mary and her two children, Agatha and Jake moved to 
Leamington, Ontario, where she now resides in a nursing home. 

Agatha married Joseph Schiefer in 1956. They first resided on a 
farm near Leamington. Later, they moved to Harrow where Joe 
worked as an electrician. Agatha worked in a bank and later as a real 
estate agent. They have two children, Leonard and Darlene who are 
both married and live in Ontario. 

Jake, after graduating from high school, was employed by a bank. 
He married an exchange teacher, Bernadette Tippen of Platt Bridge, 
Lancashire, England in 1964. After their marriage Jacob continued 
his studies and graduated from the University of Windsor and 
continues to work with the bank. They have two children, Geoffrey 
Mark and Leslie Ann, who are both attending university: Geoffrey 
at the University of Waterloo in the Faculty of Architecture and 
Leslie at Queen's University, Kingston, Ontario in the Faculty of 
Commerce. After the children grew up, Bernadette took a real estate 
course and now enjoys the work in this field. 

Peter and Elizabeth (Driedger) 
Peter Braun married Elizabeth Driedger in 1932 and moved to a 

farm along the Assiniboine River in 1933. Due to ill health, he sold 
his farm and moved to Winnipeg in 1956. He then found employ
ment in a door factory. Since autumn of 1988, Peter and Elizabeth 
are living in an apartment in Bethania House in Winnipeg where 
Peter is occupied with writing, reading and his stamp collection. 
Elizabeth enjoys reading and doing handwork. Peter celebrated his 
90th birthday in August, 1991. They have two children, John and 
Laurie. 

John married Irene Hoffman and worked in Winnipeg for The 
Bay. He was transferred to various places in western Canada. They 
now reside in Calgary. They have three children: Carolyn, Christopher 
and Cheryl. Carolyn is married and lives in California. Christopher 
is a missionary in India. Cheryl is married and lives in Oregon. 

Laurie graduated from Westgate Collegiate. She took a course in 
Nurses Aid and became a NRA. She went to Red Deer to work in the 
hospital. It was there she met her husband to be, Donald Skog. They 
live just outside of Red Deer. Laurie works as an operating techni
cian and Don works for Alberta Government Telephones. They have 
two children, Soren and Andrea. 

Margaret and Jakob Koop 
Margaret Braun worked as a housekeeper in Winnipeg and 

Leamington until her marriage to a widower, Jakob Koop, who had 
six children. They lived on a farm near Leamington where they later 
retired. Margaret passed away in 1978 and Jakob in 1979. They had 
no children. 

Isaac and Helen (Friesen) 
Isaac Braun married Helen Friesen in 1943 and took over the 

family farm. They enjoyed farming until their retirement in 1975 
when they moved to Winnipeg. Their son, Ron, took over the farm. 
Isaac always enjoys returning to the farm and helping his sons with 
odd jobs. Helen also loves to go to the farm to help with the 
gardening. They have now settled in an apartment in Winnipeg and 
are enjoying their retirement. They have two children, Ronald and 
Ernest. 
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Cameron Dye/.:. Grant and Lallren Warren. Rohert and Nicole Drc/.: . .Iason Dre/.:. 
Kristen Dye/.: . .Iohn and Erica Dye/.:. Em Bralln. Gerda and Ed D;·e/.: . 

Ron and Ann (Thompson) 
Ronald worked on the farm with his father after he finished high 

school. In the winter months he worked in Winnipeg. In 1972, he 
married Ann Thompson who worked for an insurance company and 
lived in Winnipeg. They bought a small farm in Rosser and lived 
there for two years before taking over and moving to the family farm 
at Meadows. Ron and his brother, Erny, work together in a partner
ship on the farm. Ron is very active in the community. Ron and Ann 
have two children, Cindy and Kristy, who are attending school in 
Warren and Grosse Isle. 

Ernest and Mary (Thiessen) 
Ernest graduated from Westgate Collegiate in Winnipeg and then 

started working as a truck driver for a trucking firm. In 1970 he 
married Mary Thiessen, of Winnipeg, who worked for Great West 
Life Insurance Company. In 1973 they bought a farm previously 
owned by Ted Norberg and moved to Meadows. Erny and Ron then 
started farming together. Mary contracted Menonoma, a form of 
cancer, in 1985. After several successful operations, she became ill 
in the spring and passed away in May, 1991. Erny is very active in 
the church, co.mmunity and with his three children: Sean, Heather 
and Ryan. Sean graduated from Warren Collegiate in June, 1991. 
Heather and Ryan are attending school in Warren and Grosse Isle. 

Agatha and Ernie Tiessen 
Agatha Braun married Ernie Tiessen of Kitchener, Ontario in 

1939. In 1949 they moved to Leamington where Ernie worked in a 
body shop. They did a lot of travelling in Canada and the United 
States. They enjoyed fishing. In 1982, as a result of cancer, Ernie 
passed away. They had twin daughters, Betty and Hilda. Betty is 
married and lives in Windsor, Ontario. Hilda is employed in To
ronto, Ontario. Agatha married widower, John Enns and they live in 
an apartment for seniors in Leamington, Ontario. 

Friendship is the most worthy of human ties. 
A man loves his friend's soul, and 
to do that he must have a soul himself 

GEORGES LOUIS LECLERC DE BUFFON 



Anna Braun 
Anna Braun chose to become a teacher. After teaching in north

ern Ontario, she received her Special Education Certificate and 
Supervisor's Certificate in Primary Education. She then taught in 
Dryden, Ontario for 19 years. She has retired to an apartment in a 
seniors' residence in Winnipeg where she spends her time reading 
and writing. 

Nick and Eva (Siemens) 
Nick Braun married Eva Siemens in 1938 and moved to a farm 

at Rosser, Manitoba. In 1949 they left Rosser and moved to a farm 
at Starbuck, Manitoba. When Nick's health began to fail, they sold 
the farm and moved to Winnipeg. He worked for Park Pontiac for a 
number of years until his health no longer permitted him to work. In 
1988, they celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary. In the fall 
they sold their home and moved into a downtown apartment. In 
January, 1990, Nick passed away. Nick and Eva have three 
daughters: Erika, Gerda and Ilona. 

Erika, a nurse married John Dyck, a school teacher, and they live 
in Winnipeg. They have two children, Heather and Cameron. 

Gerda, a teacher by profession, married Ed Dyck, also a teacher. 
They live in Selkirk, Manitoba where Ed teaches. They have four 
children: Lauren, Robert, Jason and Kristin. 

Ilona taught for three years and then took a multitude of sales, 
marketing and management courses. She is the owner and manager 
of a successful business in Calgary, Alberta. 

Back Roll': Emy, Seall, AIIII, Ron, Mary, Ryan. Healher. Cindy. KrislY Bmlln 
Sealed: Helell alld Isaac Bmllll 

Tina and David Driedger 
Tina Braun married David Driedger and lived on a farm-first at 

Headingley, then Newton Siding and then Springstein, Manitoba. In 
1956 they moved to Winnipeg where they found employment: Tina 
as a homemaker, Dave as a boiler operator and maintenance man. 
They have retired to a comfortable apartment. They have two sons, 
Helmut and Otto. 

Helmut is an accountant and owns his own business in Winnipeg. 
He is married to Myrna Abigail, she is an instructor of Continuing 
Education of Nurses in a Winnipeg hospital. They have two sons, 
Rhys and Curtis. 

Otto worked after high school as a sales clerk for an auto firm in 
Winnipeg. He then moved to Alberta where he managed a restau
rant. He came back to Winnipeg and took an accounting course and 
now has a job in that field. He married Linda Harrison who works 
in a doctors office; she has one son, Jason, by a previous marriage. 

Dm'icl Driedga. Helmlll alld Myrna. Gllo alld Linda Driedger 
Rhys Driedger. Tina Driedga, Cllrtis Driedger. Jason Driedger 

Lena Braun 
Lena Braun is a teacher by profession. She taught school in 

Manitoba, Ontario and British Columbia. She spent the last thirteen 
years of her career in Winnipeg, retiring in 1981. Lena lives in her 
own house and is involved in a numberoffascinating activities. Lena 
and Anna do a lot of travelling in Canada and also to other countries. 

DOROTHY BRAUN AND LORI NOBLE 

In the summer of 1990, Dorothy and Lori left Winnipeg to live "in 
the country", in the old Pressman house which had subsequently 
been owned by Robert and Teresa Trach. 

They both worked in the northern part of Winnipeg, Dorothy in 
education and Lori in' the field of geriatrics. Thus they found it 
convenient and appealing to collaborate in investing in a place 
outside of the city, to get the best of both worlds. 

Although Dorothy had a country childhood and Lori is city born 
and bred, they find it equally delightful and challenging to maintain 
and improve a tiny acreage while being committed to full-time jobs 
elsewhere. 

Neighbours have been most helpful and friendly. Altogether, 
living in the Rosser area was a great choice! 

WARREN AND JOYCE BREYFOGLE 

The Breyfogle family lived in the Rosser area from 1963 to 1974. 
Warren and Joyce Breyfogle operated a 680 acre grain farm. They 
have seven children: Donna, Debbie, Wilf, Marv, Wendy, Terry and 
Tim. All of the children attended school in the area and participated 
in 4-H clubs, hockey, baseball and curling. 

Donna married Doug Langrell of Warren. They live in Winnipeg 
with their two children, Kate and Thomas. Debbie married Jerry Jones 
of Warren. They have two children, Brent and Kelly. Wilf lives in 
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Stonewall with his wife, Karen. Between them, they have five 
children. Lee, Adam and Candy are still living at home. Marv lives 
and works in Vancouver. Wendy lives on Cape Breton Island with 
her husband, Brian Arseneau, and daughters, Abby and Sarah. 
Terry and husband, Chris Burch, live in Sandy Hook and have three 
children: Daniel, Colin, and Joseph. Tim married Jackie Fife of 
Winnipeg. They live in Langley, British Columbia. 

In 1974, the Breyfogle family moved to Winnipeg where Warren 
and Joyce lived and worked until retiring to their cottage at Sandy 
Hook in 1985. 

Isaac Bricker 

ISAAC S. BRICKER 

Isaac S. Bricker was born 
December 29, 1867. He was 
a brother of Lydia Bergey 
Bricker and lived close to the 
farm where his sister lived 
with her husband, Jacob. 
Isaac was a bachelor and was 
known by the nickname 
"Ike". In 1901 he became a 
Councillor for Ward Two and 
was Reeve of the Rural 
Municipality of Rosser in 
1906. He died in 1958. 

BROWNLEE FAMILY 

My parents were Edith Mack and Gavin Brownlee, both were 
born in Lanarkshire, Scotland and emigrated to Winnipeg in No
vember, 1904. My father's brother, David, had preceded them in 
July, 1904. My mother had been his housekeeper as he had a dairy 
in Scotland. Before leaving Scotland, David had asked my mother 
if she would come to Canada and be his housekeeper and went to her 
parents for their consent. Edith's mother was not at all happy about 
her being so far away and the likelihood of not ever seeing each other 
again, but her father said they had to let Edith go as Canada was the 
new land and the future, while Britain was old and done. My 
grandmother's fears were well founded as they never sa w each other 
again. 

My father, Gavin, quite often came to help my uncle in Scotland 
so my uncle asked him, too, ifhe would come to Winnipeg when he 
got a dairy business established. So in November, 1904, Edith Mack 
and Gavin Brownlee arrived at CPR station and had an introduction 
to the prevailing deep mud conditions which were normal when 
there were heavy rains-a new experience. 

My Uncle David's dairy was on Manitoba Avenue and known as 
"City Dairy". After 18 months, Gavin left my uncle and started 
"teaming" which, in his case, was mainly delivering wood for 
heating which was the main fuel. 

In the fall of 1906, my uncle left the dairy business to go farming 
for an easier life-being up at 5 am and going to bed at 11 pm-who 
could blame him? However, farming was not what he had hoped and 
late in 1907 he was back to Winnipeg area and back into dairying in 
an area where Wentworth Hall was built. He contributed to this 
effort wholeheartedly and later Wentworth School was built in the 
same area. 
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Sadly, my uncle died as a result of an accident while delivering 
milk. A street car hit the milk wagon and my uncle had a head injury. 
This was November, 1910 and he passed away in January, 1914 at 
the age of 40. 

In May, 1912 my parents were married and came to live about one 
mile west of Brookside Cemetery in the Municipality of Assiniboia. 
My dad had a new house and barn built on five acres of land he had 
bought from my uncle. For some years they market gardened and my 
dad worked on road maintenance and also for the Turbett Brothers 
and for Lyle Lawrence, Evered's father. 

When my brother Robert and I were ready for school, we went to 
Little Mountain School in Rosser as it was closer than the school in 
Assiniboia. There were several other families in the area who did the 
same. This is how the connection with Rosser was established and 
has continued these many years and has been reinforced since I 
became a member of the Mount Lildon Women's Institute some 
years ago. 

More land was acquired when Robert and I were older and a dairy 
established which continued till about 1947. By this time, my 
parents needed to take things easier and Robert and I were quite keen 
to venture further afield, which we quite enjoyed. I picked fruit in the 
Okanagan Valley which was a thrilling experience-so different from 
dairying and farming-but, as I learned, it has lots of problems too. 
Robert had a great adventure out in Jasper Park. area; there was lots 
of construction work for him to work at, away from Winnipeg and 
around Winnipeg. 

The farm had to be given up for airport expansion and so we left 
it in 1955 and moved to Charleswood. My parents were very sad to 
leave the farm but adjusted to having neighbours close by and I 
enjoyed having the bus quite close. They lived over 15 years very 
comfortably in Charles wood. My dad passed away rather suddenly 
at the acre of 95 in 1971 and my mother in 1973 at the age of 91. 

b . 

Robert had married in 1955 and worked for East Kildonan Public 
Works, but lived in Springfield where Anne and he had a riding 
business. This was more Anne's venture as she loved horses. Anne 
worked for the federal government. Very unexpectedly, Robert took 
a massive heart attack and passed away in 1976 at the age of 57; a 
very sad time for his family and me. 

I am still living in Charleswood and enjoy having a garden. I am 
able to drive and very thankful that I enjoy good health. It is very 
satisfying to be able to visit friends I knew many years ago and some 
I went to school with at Little Mountain School 1921-1929. 

. - Bessie Brownlee 

JOE AND KATHY BRUDERER 

My parents, Joe and Kathy Bruderer, and I came to Canada in 
April, 1929 when I was two years old, docking at Halifax and 
coming by train to Winnipeg. We lived near Oak River, Manitoba 
first and then came to the Rosser Municipality in 1931. We lived on 
a small farm on Highway 7 south of Stony Mountain across from the 
Van Houte's in Lilyfield School District. My sister, Florence (Mrs. 
Ole Meyers), was bom in Winnipeg while we lived there. 

In 1933 we bought a small farm 1/2 mile south of the Lilyfield 
church and school and we lived there until November, 1942 when we 
moved to the Ridgeway district of Balmoral. 

When I was married in 1950, I went to live in Wisconsin. In 
August of 1968, my dad passed away. Mom is living at the Rosewood 
Lodge. 

- Kay Schmidli 



Mrs. Thomas Whitehead. Kathy and Joe Bruderer 

HUGH AND MARIE BUCHANAN 

In June, 1973 the N.M. Paterson & Sons grain company trans
ferred Hugh and Marie Buchanan from Pierson, Manitoba to Mead
ows. They had three children: Ronald Hugh, born September 21, 
1964; Cheryl Marie, born August 26, 1965; and Kevin Wayne, 
born December 12, 1968. Ronald, Cheryl and Kevin attended school 
in Rosser and Grosse Isle and Warren. 

Leji to Right: Wayne. Cheryl and Erin Cathers. Hugh and Marie Buchanan. 
Ronald. Mallhe\\,. Debbie Buchanan. (inset! Ke\'in Buchanan. 

In June, 1977 the family was involved in a car accident. Kevin 
was fatally injured. He will be remembered as an energetic and fun
loving child. His funeral took place at the Meadows Community 
Hall with the interment at Boissevain Cemetery. 

Ron and Cheryl completed their education at Warren Collegiate 
graduating in June, 1983. 

Ron was an active member of the Rosser 4-H Guys and Gals 
photography club. His interest in photography continued and he was 
very involved in the high school photography club. In 1982, while 
in high school, he became a volunteer fire fighter for the Warren
Woodlands Fire Department and has remained an active volunteer. 

In 1985 Ron completed a radio operating and electronic commu
nications course at Red River Community College. He then found 
employment with P.B. Trusses in the fall of 1985 as a truss assem
bler. In 1990 he was promoted to foreman of the pallet division. 

Ron married Debbie King from Warren in September. 1986. 
They remained in the community living a half mile south of 
Meadows. In the fall of 1987, they moved to their new home five 
miles north of Meadows. In October, 1989 they were blessed with 
a son. Matthew Kevin Robert. 

Cheryl was an active member of the Warren Figure Skating Club 
while attending elementary and high school. She continued her 
education at the University of Manitoba and Red River Community 
College. In June, 1985 Cheryl married Wayne Cathers from Grosse 
Isle. They reside three miles east of Grosse Isle. Cheryl graduated 
from Red River Community College with a Legal Secretary diploma 
in 1986. She found employment with Christie, Brown and Company 
upon graduation and remained with the company until the birth of 
their daughter, Erin Marie, in February. 1989. 

Hugh and Marie were active members of the Meadows Commu
nity Club and very much enjoyed the fellowship of the community. 
Marie is an avid sewer and in October, 1987 she found employment 
with Fabricland. In September, 1990 the Paterson Grain Company 
transferred Hugh to Morris, Manitoba. Hugh and Marie moved to 
Morris in October with the assistance of many community families. 
Marie has found employment with the Morris District Hospital. 

- Cheryl Cathers 

THE BUCKLE STORY 

Charles Harry and Carolyne Marion Buckle 
My grandparents, Charles Harry Buckle and Carolyne Marion 

Viney, were married in Sussex England on May 1, 1880. Coming to 
Canada in 1885, they settled and farmed in Aurora, Ontario until 
1892. In April 1892, they came to Rosser with their family of four 
boys and their neighbours from Aurora, the Machell family. My 
grandfather and Mr. Machell bought adjoining land east of Rosser 
at $6.00 per acre. My grandfather's land was 100 acres, one halfmile 
north of East Rosser School. Mr. Machell purchased 138 acres at the 
south end of the same section, SW 10-12-1 E, where our home is 
situated now. 

My dad, John (Jack) Buckle, at age seven helped his father build 
a house on their new land one half mile north of the school while his 
mother and the other boys stayed in a shanty west of Rosser on what 
is now the Wilfred Dennis farm. When my grandparents came to 
Rosser the town consisted of the CPR station and the Beachell home 
where grandson Alan still lives. 

My dad, Jack Buckle; and his three brothers, George, Harry and 
Fred, all went to East Rosser School, built in 1889. My dad took the 
job of buck sawing wood and lighting the fire every school day 
morning when he was eight years old for the sum of $2.00 a month. 

Charles and Carolyne Buckle 
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In the winter of 190 I my grandfather lost his right leg at the knee 
in a hay press and had a wooden leg made. That winter there was no 
snow until March IS. My grandparents took off for Winnipeg that 
morning with their pony and two wheel cart to buy a pocket watch 
for their eldest son's sixteenth birthday. The next day coming home, 
they got caught in a snow storm which lasted for three days and the 
snow stayed that year until the middle of May. 

From the spring of 190 I my dad and his brother, George, had to 
run the farm. In 1903 the Machell family decided to move to 
Vancouver and my grandfather bought the Machell farm. They 
rebuilt the house and added a glassed-in veranda in front of it, 
making it a large nine room house. 

Before the Machell family left, one of their daughters married a 
Gurney boy, who lived where the Malones live now. The wedding 
was held on their front lawn and Fred Corbett's grandmother, 
Florence Minorgan Corbett, was the bridesmaid. Descendants ofthe 
Machells' and Gurneys' have visited with us and the Norman 
Corbetts. We still correspond and, in fact, their Christmas card of 
1991 advised that Nelson Gurney had passed away on October 29, 
1991. 

Jack and Molly Buckle 
My dad, Jack, married Mary Florence (Molly) Anderson, an Irish 

girl from Ireland in 1910, and bought our north farm which is now 
owned by the Dale Slagerman family. My brothers, Oscar and 
Charlie, and myself were born there. In 1916 my grandparents 
bought a grocery store and coal and wood yard in St. James on the 
corner of Rutland and Ness. My dad moved us down to the home 
place by East Rosser School. In 1917 our youngest brother, Jackie, 
was born. 

In 1916 my dad was elected to the East Rosser school board as a 
trustee and secretary-treasurer; a post he held for 40 years and 6 
months until the municipal school district took over in January, 
1958. At that time, he was honoured at a social evening at East 
Rosser School with the Minister of Education and most of the former 
teachers he had worked with present. He was presented with a big 
easy chair which grandson, Jack, has at present. 

In 1919 the big cyclone hit the area blowing down quite a few 
barns in the district. It took Rosser General Store, owned and 
operated by Ed Price, and turned it around sideways breaking a big 
plate glass window. Lightning struck our barn, killing our four 
horses, six pigs and one calf. It was also the year of the big motorman 
strike in Winnipeg with the burning of streetcars and three people 
shot. Also Logan Avenue was cemented in 1919. 

Molly alld Jack Buckle 
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On April 28, 1922 our beloved wife and mother, Molly, passed 
away and Dad was left with four youngsters: Oscar, II; Charlie, 9; 
Helen, 6; and Jackie,S, to raise with the help of housekeepers and 
many dear friends and neighbours. That year, two more cyclones hit 
our area and took the roof off our barn twice. 

On December 3, 1923 our home burned to the ground. Fortu
nately we were all at a neighbour's visiting at the time. Nothing was 
saved, only the clothing we were wearing. I can still remember the 
flames coming out of all the windows as they hurried us kids across 
the road to a neighbour's. My dad moved the old East Rosser School 
that had been used as a hall, after the new school was built in 1912, 
onto the old foundation. Jackie and I went to live in St. James with 
Grandma and Grandpa Buckle and went to school in St. James. 
Charlie and Oscar stayed with Dad and he built two more rooms onto 
the old school and this was our home. 

In 1928 the Gordon Pool Elevator was built. Dad was one of the 
Directors from 1928 until 1956 when he was elected to the position 
of president. On his retirement in 1959, he was presented with a 
beautiful mantle chime clock. Dad ran the "Drag" for the Municipal
ity of Rosser for eight years with four horses and, in April 1930, the 
Manitoba Good Roads Association presented him with a gold 
pocket watch. 

April II, 1931 was another very sad time for us all. Our youngest 
brother, Jackie, passed away with Osteomyelitis, 14 years of age and 
he was only sick one week. 

At this time we were really into the "dirty thirties" and money was 
really scarce. During the winter months, farmers did a lot of baling 
hay and straw and it was a common sight to see a farmer start out at 
5:30 am with a team of horses and a load of bales in -30 degree 
weather to Winnipeg to sell to the feed companies, arriving home 
around 6:00 pm with a few dollars in his pockets "to keep the wolf 
from the door". 

My brothers and I all received our education from East Rosser 
School to Grade 8 with me, Helen, going to Rosser Village School 
for Grade 9, 10 and II. However, our housekeeper quit just before 
Christmas with "too many men to cook for". At Christmas, in Grade 
II, I quit school much to Dad's despair as I was planning to be a 
school teacher. From that time on Dad had a steady housekeeper and 
I never regretted helping him. He had had a lot of sadness and hard 
times in his life but he was a kind gentle cheerful man with a lot of 
faith. I married Kent Morrison on September 22, 1937, but he will 
tell our story. 

Oscar and Sadie Buckle 
My brother, Oscar, married Sadie Mooron October2, 1937. They 

made their home in Stonewall and their family still lives there: 
Shirley, Ron, Jim and their families. Oscar and Sadie are both 
deceased. 

Charlie and Norma Buckle 
Charlie married Norma Plume on October 21, 1940 and they 

lived on the north farm until 1945 where their oldest daughter, Carol, 
was born. In 1945 they moved to the coast where Colleen and Jack 
were born. Charlie and NOI1l1a are both deceased but theirfamily still 
Ii ves there. 

Dad passed away on September 11, 1972 at the age of 87. He had 
farmed until he was 81. 

- Helen Morrison 



ROMOLO AND EDDA BUELLONI 

Edda and I, Romolo, were married in 1955 in a parish church in 
a little village in the Mantova areaofItaly where Edda was born. We 
have always lived on my family farm in Scorzarolo, Italy, a small 
village of around 250 inhabitants. The only interruption we had was 
during the 12 years we spent in Canada. 

In 1957, Lucia, our eldest daughter was born. Chiara, the second 
arrived in 1959 and Gianluca, our only son, in 1963. 

My first trip to Canada was in 1975. At that time I went to 
Calgary, Alberta where I met the executors of Tomatin Farms Ltd. 
Tomatin is a private company incorporated in Calgary, operating in 
Manitoba, a subsidiary of a major Swiss company acting in diversi
fied fields. Mr. Edward McNally, who has been the chairman of the 
company for years, appointed me general manager and gave me the 
task to look for fannland to buy in Manitoba. The following year, 
during the summer, I went back to Alberta and to Manitoba to settle 
a farmland deal. 

In 1977 I went again to Canada. During these first visits the only 
member of my family who accompanied me was my daughter, 
Chiara, my personal translator. My aim, during this period, was to 
oversee Tomatin's estate and observe some Manitoba farming 
practices. 

The farm operation began in early spring, 1978, seeding wheat, 
barley, tlax and rapeseed (now canola), for a total of 1800 acres, that 
expanded to 2440 in 1979. 

In 1978, my family finally joined me and we settled on the old Ede 
and Verner Johnson farmstead. 

Standing: Gian!uca. ROlllo!o 
Sitting: Edda Buc!!olli 

In 1979 I was authorized again by Tomatin' s headquarters to 
purchase more farmland. Another subsidiary had been incorporated 
in Manitoba and I was appointed president and general manager of 
M.P.L. Fanns Ltd. 

This time I got away from the Marquette alkaline clay, and my 
attention was drawn to the Rural Municipality of Grey. From 1981 
to 1989 I managed a farm operation of 4000 acres, the Tomatin' s 
property and partofM.P.L. Receiving instructions from overseas in 
1989, I rented out M.P.L. estate at Elm Creek, in order to reduce the 
fann operations before I left. 

Since I left Meadows, I am still working for the same company. 
For this reason, I have already come twice to Canada, gone three 

times to Germany and spent many other periods across Italy, trying 
to synchronize everything with my own farm operations. 

Just a little word about our children: Lucia came to Canada a 
couple of times, just for a visit, because she was working in a bank 
as a chartered accountant since 1976. She was married in 1980 and 
now she has a six year old daughter. Chiara came to Canada with me 
from the very beginning as she was my translator. At that time, I 
didn't know any English. She stayed in Canada until the end of 1978 
and, in early 1979, she started working in a bank as a chartered 
accountant. She was married in 1981 and has a six year old son. 
Gianluca, our only son, was IS in 1978 when we came to Canada. 
He attended the high school at Warren Collegiate; later taking a 
computer science course at the University of Manitoba. Since 1989 
he has been working with two friends in Mantova, Italy, building 
computer programs. They have sold one to Pioneer Seeds, Italy, that 
was transferred to Pioneer Seed Corporation headquarters in Des 
Moines, Iowa, USA. 

- Romolo Buelloni 

DOREEN BUGG 

I was born on November 26, 1954 at Deloraine, Manitoba, the 
eldest daughter of Ken and Gladys Bugg of Napinka. I have three 
brothers, Earl, Lloyd and Neil, and one sister, Sheila. All are married 
except for Lloyd and reside in Napinka-Melita area. 

I attended Napinka Elementary and Melita Collegiate and gradu
ated in 1972. From August 1972 to June 1973 I was employed at 
Northwest Wholesale in Winnipeg. I moved to Brandon in 1973 
where I worked at various jobs. In March 1980 I returned to 
Winnipeg where I gained employment at Holiday Chevrolet
Oldsmobile. I am presently employed as the Fleet and Distribution 
Manager there. 

While in school I was actively involved in 4-H, CGIT, fastball, 
curling and ladies hockey. My fastball and curling interests followed 
me after my school days. I have participated in seven Western 
Canadian Fastball Championships and two Provincial Ladies Curl
ing Championships. 

In 1988 I decided it was time to purchase a home. After looking 
at various houses for sale in Winnipeg, I decided on country living 
in Rosser. On December 30, 1988 I moved into the house formerly 
owned by Mickey and Audrey Nichols. I am a member of the Rosser 
Central Community chib and curl in the Ladies Curling League. 

DON AND JEAN BURLA 

We moved to the Rosser Municipality in 1976. Our first home 
was on Sturgeon Road just two miles north of the Perimeter 
Highway. There, Lisa Ann was born in 1978. In the same year we 
purchased land from Norman and Pat Harris and moved to the 
Meadows area. Our second daughter, Laura Dawn, was born in 
1980. We still live in the Meadows area and are active in the 
Meadows Community Club and Rosser Curling Club. 

- Jean Burla 

MRS. E. J. BURNS 

Evelyn J. Burns came to Rosser in 1911 with her daughter, 
Florence. In 1912, she was appointed assistant secretary-treasurer of 
the Rosser Municipality. In 1926, when Walter Beachell passed 
away, she was appointed secretary-treasurer and stayed at the job 
until her sudden passing on February IS, 1961. Mrs. Burns was a 
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Evelyn BlIl'Ils wilh grandallg/llers. Evelyn 
and Margarel 

very dedicated secretary, she 
held this office for one of the 
longest terms recorded. 

An avid gardener, she took 
pride in her flowers. She was 
a kind neighbour and friend, 
always ready to be helpful to 
each and everyone. 

On September 21, 1934 
Florence married Herb 
Wedge. Their story is told 
elsewhere in this book. 

- Evelyn Conlon 

ARCHIE AND JOAN CAMERON 

I moved to Rosser at the end of October, 1956. I had been hired 
to teach a Grade V-VIII class at Rosser Village School. I think that 
my hiring was somewhat unique. After a telephone conversation 
with the Secretary-Treasurer of the Rosser School District, Mrs. EJ. 
Burns, I was asked to come to Rosser for an interview. I drove to 
Rosser, met Mrs. Burns and drove with her a few miles out of town 
where I met Mr. Norman Corbett who was working in the field. We 
talked briefly over the fence and I was hired. I have always been 
proud of the fact that my second teaching contract was made over 
pleasant conversation across a barbed-wire fence. 

From the beginning I enjoyed teaching in Rosser. The children 
were wonderful and their parents were very friendly and helpful. My 
landlords, Gerald and Shirley Hallick, very quickly became my 
friends. I rejoiced with them when Lyall was born, as well as Laurel, 
and I felt very at home in their house. 

Joan Bristow came to teach at East Rosser in August, 1959. I saw 
her a couple of times that fall, but it wasn't until March, 1960 that 
I drove her home from a dance at Meadows. After a whirlwind 
romance, we were married on October 8, 1960. 

Our first home was in Grandma Corbett's house, next to the store. 
On August 18, 1961 our son, Darren Scot, was born. He left us on 
November 11, 1961 after a 42 day illness. We were very sad, almost 
devastated, but our Rosser friends helped us through the ordeal. 

Bradley Donald arrived on October 8, 1962. We took him home 
to Meadows where we had rented the teacherage. By that time I had 
become principal of Rosser Village School, Grade I-XI. Joan was 
teaching at St. Charles School, the location which is presently a 
housing development across from Assiniboia Downs. 

Due to drastic changes in the school system in the Province of 
Manitoba in the late fifties, small schools closed and large school 
divisions were fonned. For a couple of years I chose to stay and teach 
at Rosser, which became a Grade I-VIII school in 1960. 

Eventually Joan and I decided to try a change. We moved to 
Winnipeg to the north end. I went to teach at Stonewall Collegiate 
and Joan taught at H.C. Avery in West Kildonan. I commuted to 
Stonewall for a couple of years and finally we decided to move there. 
We moved into our house on December 23, 1965. Our daughter, 
Daphne, was born on February 23, 1966. 

At the present time, Joan and I still live in Stonewall in the same 
house that we purchased 26 years ago. 
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Archie and Joan Cameron 

Bradley. Lisa and Keenan Cameron Daphne Cameron 

Bradley married Lisa Bartholomew in 1985. Their son, Keenan, 
was born March I, 1991. They now live in Stonewall. Daphne lives 
in Brandon. 

Joan and I both feel very strong ties to the Rossercommunity. We 
have many fond memories of school and neighbours and friends. We 
feel honoured \0 be part of the larger Rosser family and its history. 

- A.D. Cameron 

CHARLES AND BARBARA CARTER 

Barbara and Charles Carter came to Grosse Isle in 1939. Charles 
worked on the Pethic fann, presently owned by Jim Lindsay, as the 
farm foreman. They eventually bought the Van Slyck farm, across 
from Fettermans, where they bred Holstein cows and shipped milk. 

Charles served as a school board trustee for many years and was 
a "school van" driver in the days of the horse and sleigh with the pot
belly stove. Charles often called the square dances on Friday nights' 
in Balmoral and Lilyfield. Barbara was active in the Women's 
Institute. She was also the postmaster at Grosse Isle for some 15 
years. 

Barbara and Charles had five children: Charlie, Gail, Marjorie, 
Gloria and Bruce. Due to Charles Carter's poor health they sold the 
fann to Walter Minaker and built a general store and new house in 
the Village of Grosse Isle in 1958. Charles passed away in 1962 and 
Barbara continued to operate the store and post office until 1973. She 
presently resides in Winnipeg. 

- Barbara and Bruce Carter 



KENNETH AND FRANCES CATHERS 

Ken (1931-1969), the youngest son of David and Myrtle was 
born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA, where his parents had secured 
employment. He came to Canada as an infant and, after moving 
several times, his family finally settled at Woodlands, Manitoba in 
1943. In 1956 Ken gained employment with the Greater Winnipeg 
Transit Company beginning as a bus driver and later a lineman. 

I, Frances, am the daughter of Frank and Mary Tarn, and I was 
born on the family farm in Lake Francis which had been homesteaded 
by her grandfather. My mother, Mary Moore, was a granddaughter 
of the Moore family who homesteaded Wolf Crossing in the 
Grassmere district. In 1953 I moved to Winnipeg and was employed 
by Eaton's and later Winnipeg Electric, now Manitoba Hydro. 

Ken and I were married on July 27, 1957 and lived in Winnipeg 
for three years where we were both employed. As we had both grown 
up on family farms we longed to return to the country so, in 1960, 
we purchased a five acre parcel ofland from E.R. James on the NW 
and NE 31-12-1E between the Grosse Isle School and No.6 
Highway, known in a later survey as Lot 2, Plan 18079. That year we 
sowed wheat, built our home, and moved to Grosse Isle in July. In 
1961 we planted oats, with grass seed added, around the chosen yard 
site. Gradually we landscaped our grounds with a spruce hedge, 
lawn, garden, fruit trees and flowers. We were very happy to own a 
home in the country that allowed commuting to Winnipeg daily for 
work. It gave us the best of two world's - country living and close 
proximity to the city. 

Ken with Wayne and Ross Cathers 

Our family of two sons: 
Wayne Brent, born May 5, 
1963, and Ross Sheldon, 
born June 23, 1965, grew up 
in Grosse Isle and attended 
Rosser, Grosse Isle and 
Warren Collegiate. They 
were 4-H members and took 
music lessons from Mrs. 
Laura James. 

Wayne took his machinist 
tnunmg at Red River 
Community College follow
ing graduation and is 
employed at Aero Recip in 

Winnipeg. He married Cheryl Marie, daughter of Hugh and Marie 
Buchanan onJune29, 1985. They live on the NW 3-13-IE in the RM 
of Rockwood. They have one daughter, Erin Marie, born February 
20, 1989. 

Ross continued his education by attending the University of 
Winnipeg and the University of Manitoba where he obtained his 
Bachelor of Education degree. He is an Industrial Arts teacher at J .H. 
Bruns Collegiate and resides in Winnipeg. 

Following a short illness in April, 1969 Ken passed away and is 
buried in Stonewall Cemetery. 

In 1971 I married Walter Holm, a widower with three children, 
whose story appears elsewhere in this book. 

Our blended family has shared many hobbies over the years such 
as music, collecting and restoring antique automobiles, curling, 
hunting, camping, etc. Grosse Isle is a friendly community and we 
have never regretted our decision to live here. 

CHAMBERS 

James and Margaret Chambers 
James Chambers, the only son of James and Ellen Chambers who 

are buried at Grosse Isle, was born in 1860 in Kirkwall. Orkney 
Islands. He came to Canada at the age of 17 and was employed by 
the CPR in Montreal and Winnipeg. Always a keen sportsman, it 
was not unusual for him and others so inclined to walk to Pembina, 
North Dakota to compete in Scottish games and then walk back to 
Winnipeg. 

In 1894, he purchased NW 1/4 20-12-2E and in 1899 married 
Margaret Oatway. They had three children. 

Until James Chambers' retirement at Stonewall in 1919, he was 
always interested in the affairs of the community both church and 
school. He was school trustee in 1904 and later was instrumental in 
the planning and establishing the Rosser Municipality School Field 
Day. Once yearly, each school in Rosser district competed for a 
shield given to the school winning the highest points. 

Mrs. Chambers was church organist for many years and took it 
upon herself to decorate the church annually on the anniversary of 
its dedication. 

In Stonewall, James Chambers was elected councillor and at all 
times kept up his interest in sports, paI1icularly curling. 

Mr. Chambers passed away in 1934 and Mrs. Chambers in 1955. 

Jallles and Margaret Challlhers 

Dorothy Joan and Dr. G. Glenn Murphy 
Of the Chambers' three children, two died quite young. Dorothy 

Joan was born in Lilyfield in 1906, moving to Stonewall with her 
parents in 1919. She reoeived her high school education in Stone
wall. She travelled extensively and was an authority on photogra
phy, having slides of her travel abroad shown to various groups. 
Dorothy served with the Canadian Red Cross in the USA and was 
Assistant Matron of the Oddfellows Home in Charles wood for a 
number of years. Along with many of her other interests, she took 
great pleasure with her horse, which she kept at the Whitehead farm. 
On April 19, 1981, Dorothy Joan passed away and, following 
cremation, was buried in Lilyfield Cemetery. 

Dorothy was married to Dr. G. Glenn Murphy, an osteopath. Dr. 
Murphy was born in 1886 and served in the United States Army. He 
had a great interest in guns, competing in many events and winning 
numerous medals and awards both in Canada and the USA. He was 
instrumental in obtaining the range and buildings known as the 
Murphy Range on Millar Road in West St. Paul for the Winnipeg 
Revolver and Pistol Association. He was a life member and honourary 
life governor of the Association. 

Dr. Murphy has been nominated to the Sports Hall of Fame as 
Founder of Competitive Pistol Shooting in Manitoba. He also 
assisted the Winnipeg Police Department as a ballistics expert. He 
was active in Rotary International Club. Dr. Murphy died in 1968 
and is buried in Lilyfield Cemetery. 

- Revisedfrom the Rosser Ripples by AJ. Oatway 
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CHAPMAN 

Frank and Ellen (Fardoe) 
Frank Chapman was born in London, England in 1888. Ellen 

Fardoe was born in Wales in 1883. Both of them emigrated to 
Canada around 1907, where they met and were married in St. 
Barnabus Church in Winnipeg on November 10, 1910. 

Shortly after their marriage they purchased five acres ofland, 26-
ll-2E - Rosser-Dickens Post Office, which is now the area bounded 
by Inkster Boulevard and Route 90 in the City of Winnipeg. They 
purchased an additional 200 acres in the general vicinity shortly 
after the first five acres were purchased; 160 acres of the 200 acres 
was known as 23-ll-2E. In 1963, the boundaries were changed and 
the property thereafter became a part of the City of Winnipeg. That 
portion of the land known as 23-11-2E was sold to a developer and 
is presently known as Garden Grove. Besides living on the property, 
they operated a large dairy business under the name of Brookfield 
Dairy; it later became known as Chapman Dairy. In addition to 

operating a dairy business, Frank was a trustee at Wentworth 
School. 

Frallk alld EI/CII Chapmall alld Fred 

Fred and Mary (Ko\ansky) 

To feed their cattle, they 
hauled hay with two teams of 
horses from Grosse Isle to 
their farm. On two separate 
occasions their house burned 
down and they lost every
thing. As a testament to their 
strong-mindedness and tenac
ity, they rebuilt both times 
and continued to live and 
conduct their dairy business 
at the same location. Twice 
they left the dairy business. 
On one such occasion, they 
journeyed to England with 
thoughts of staying there. 
However, each time they 
returned to Rosser and their 
dairy business. 

Frank and Ellen raised two 
children: Fred, who was born 
in 191 I, and Alice. who was 
born in 1916. 

Frank and Ellen's other child, Fred, married Mary Kolanski from 
Steep Rock. He worked for the Canadian Pacific Railway in both 
Winnipeg and later in British Columbia until he died in 1962. 

Fred and Mary had two daughters. Mary continues to live in 
British Columbia with one of her daughters. The other daughter lives 
in Seattle, Washington. 

Frank, after selling the dairy. worked in the insurance business in 
Winnipeg until 1947, at which time he and Ellen moved to British 
Columbia. There they operated the Elk Lake Motel until their 
retirement to Vancouver in 1953. Ellen died in May, 1973 and Frank 
died in March, 1976. 

Alice and Wallace McDougall 
In 1943, Frank and Ellen sold the dairy to Alice and her husband, 

Wallace McDougall, whom she married in 1934. Prior to purchasing 
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the dairy from Alice's parents in 1943, Wallace did some landscap· 
ing and operated another dairy called Maple Crest. They operated 
Chapman Dairy until 1953 and then farmed on the same property 
until 1978. They then retired to city living in St. James although they 
continue to own 105 acres in the area where they farmed. Wallace 
died in 1990. 

Alice and Wallace had three children: Hugh, Marjorie and 
Barbara, all of whom helped out in the dairy business after school. 

Hugh earned a Bachelor of Science degree from the University 
of Manitoba. Thereafter he worked for the federal government as a 
Grain Inspector in both Winnipeg and Brandon often commuting by 
aircraft which he piloted himself. He married Lynne Myers and they 
have no children. 

Marjorie attended Wentworth school in Rosser and later at
tended the Hugh John MacDonald and Daniel MacIntyre schools in 
Winnipeg. She married Ed Danylchuk in 1957 and they operated 
John D. Oils Ltd. in Fort Garry where they also resided in their early 
years of marriage. In 1967 they moved to St. James where they 
operated a service station and farm fuel business at the corner of 
Highway NO.6 and Highway No.7 and Brookside Boulevard. They 
later relocated to their present site at the corner of Inkster Boulevard 
and Route 90 in the Municipality of Rosser where they operate 
several businesses including Peterbilt Manitoba Ltd., Crossroads 
Oil and E.B.D. Enterprises. They also own the Peterbilt franchise in 
Calgary. Alberta and, in 1991, they completed the purchase of Lone 
Star Motors in Winnipeg which is a Mercedes Benz/Subaru car 
dealership. 

They have four children. Their eldest son, Bruce, married Pamela 
Admiraal and have three children. He owns and operates the 
trucking arm of their businesses, E.B.D. Enterprises. Their other 
son, Doug, is a part owner of the Calgary Peterbilt franchise and is 
the General Manager of Peterbilt Manitoba. Doug is married to 
Verna Frayer and they have two children. Ed and Mmjorie' s 
daughter, Sandy, graduated from the University of Manitoba with a 
Bachelor of Arts. She married Barry MacTavish. They recently 
relocated to Winnipeg from Toronto where her husband is a lawyer. 
They have one daughter. Ed and Mmjorie' s youngest child, Sharon, 
was employed with Peterbilt Manitoba Ltd. until her marriage to 
Marwan Attiyat in 1985. Marwan owns and operates Winnipeg 
Vacuum at the corner of Corydon and Lilac in Winnipeg. They have 
two children, a boy and a girl. 

Barbara w<.ls born in Rosser in 1939 and went to school here. She 
described her education this way: 

"I began my education at Wentworth School. Because I was 
lefthanded, for the first few months of school the teacher used the 
ruler over my knuckles whenever I was caught using my left hand. 
When that didn't work, my left hand got tied to the desk! By the end 
of the first year, I was finally writing with my right hand but that did 
not save me from having to repeat Grade I. 

"From Wentworth. I went to Brookland School and then on to 
take office training at Manitoba Commercial College in Winnipeg. 
I got my first job working in the office at Adelman Paper Box on 
Notre Dame Avenue. My starting salary was $35 a week." 

Growing up on a dairy meant having chores after school. Barbara 
remembers that "it wasn't all work; we also spent many happy days 
playing cricket or Hide and Seek with the Rootsaert family who 
lived on the adjoining farm. One day, when Mom and Dad were 
away, we got the bright idea to bring the pet horse into the house. We 
were fortunate that the horse fell through the steps before we got him 
onto the porch. I can't remember just how we explained the broken 
steps to Mom and Dad." 

Barbara married Bill Duda from Stonewall, Manitoba in 1959. 
That is where they farmed for five years. They then moved to 
Burnaby, British Columbia for two years. They returned to Mani-



toba and purchased a ranch about ten miles west of Inwood. 
Although they made many good friends in the three years they lived 
in Inwood, the lure of running water and indoor plumbing took them 
to Teulon where they have farmed for 20 years. They now live on 15-
16-2E and raise draft horses. Bill and Barb enjoy curling and golf in 
their leisure time. Barb belongs to the Teulon WI and Teulon Ag 
Society. 

They have two children: Colleen, who was born in 1961, and 
Doug, who was born in 1963. Colleen married Tom MacLeod and 
they now reside and teach in London, Ontario. They have one 
daughter. Barb and Bill's son, Doug, is also a teacher. He was one 
of 41 students from Lakehead University who completed the Alex
ander MacKenzie Voyage paddling 35,000 kilometres in a canoe 
from Lachine, Quebec (on the outskirts of Montreal) to Winnipeg in 
1991. Doug is presently touring Asia. 

Needless to say, the Chapmans were pioneers in Rosser and left 
a legacy of hard work and integrity which is still carried on by their 
children, grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

THE CHILDERHOSE FAMILY 

Daniel and Eliza Jane (Hutton) 
At the age of 22, Daniel Childerhose came from Pembroke, 

Ontario to the place that was later known as St. Thomas, North 
Dakota, before North Dakota was even a state. That was in 1880. 
There he took up squatter's rights after walking all the way from 
Fisher's Landing. 

In 1881 Eliza Jane Hutton, 14, came from Pembroke with her 
family to the same place. In 1885, Daniel and Eliza were married and 
farmed at St. Thomas until 1894. Then they moved with their three 
children, Wallace, Mabel and Clifford, to California. There they 
built a new home at Norwalk and fanned again. However, not 
satisfied with operations, they sold out and went to Pasadena where 
they managed a fruit orchard. Still nostalgic for the prairies, they 
again pulled up stakes and trekked back to Winnipeg. They arrived 
in October, 1900 and purchased the Rosser farm in November of the 
same year. During the ensuing winter they lived in Winnipeg. 

In March, 190 I a small house (now a granary) and a small barn 
were built on the east side of the meridian, opposite the present ash 
grove planted by Mr. Hagennan Sr. and his son, Ed. A year later, 
these buildings were moved across the road to their present site. A 
new two-storey house was built in 1904 and groves north and west 
of the buildings were planted the same year. That house was burned 
to the ground May 21, 1930 and the present home was erected on the 
same site the same year. Another bam was built in 1907 and torn 
down in 1954, the lumber used for additional granaries. 

Daniel and Eliza (Hulton) Childerhose 

Most of the farm was broken with horses. The family had good 
years and poor years; times when there wasn't a dollar to spend; 
times when taxes were deferred; and times when desires were 
satisfied. 

The family arrived in Rosser on April 3, 190 I - Mr. & Mrs. D. 
Childerhose with their four children: Mabel, Wallace, Clifford and 
Ralph. A fifth child, Alice Elizabeth, was born later in Winnipeg. All 
the children, except Mabel, married. 

Clifford said his first impressions of the Rosser surroundings 
were that they were the most god-forsaken of any he could imagine 
- no trees, little land broken, bald prairie, no roads, mud -terrible!! 
At school, the new arrivals were taunted as being "those Yankees!" 

In 1949 Mabel and her mother left the fann to live in Winnipeg. 
That year Clifford and his wife, Vivian, took over the home faI1TI 
after their marriage in October. 

Daniel Childerhose died in 1944, Eliza Childerhose died in 1952. 

Mabel Etta Childerhose 

Mabel Childerhose 

Mabel, elder daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Daniel Childerhose, was born in 
St. Thomas, North Dakota in 1886. 
She came with her parents and broth
ers to Rosser in 190 I. She was educat
ed at Rosser Village School and 
Wesley College. Mabel had very well
defined interests; her home, the 
church, the Women's Institute and the 
community. Rosser United Church 
claimed her as organist for many years 
and as one holding executive positions 
in the Women's Association and 
Women's Missionary Society. 

In the Women's Institute, she also 
held executive offices at the local, 
provincial and federal levels. She was 
a charter member of the Rosser 
Women's Institute. 

Mabel died in December 1959. 

Alice Elizabeth and Fred Blank 
Alice, youngest child of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Childerhose was 

born in Winnipeg in February, 1903. She was educated in Rosser 
Village School. She trained at the Winnipeg General Hospital and 
graduated as a Registered Nurse. She married Fred Blank of Crosby, 
North Dakota. 

They had four children: Clifford, Richard, and twins Robert and 
Roberta. They took up permanent residence in Gooding, Idaho. She 
died in February, 1967. 

Clifford and Vivian (Dickenson) 
"All in all, it has been a good We ," said Clifford, .. and one which 

still presents a challenge." 

Clifford was born in St. Thomas, North Dakota, the second son 
of Daniel and Eliza. He became a Canadian citizen in 1913. Vivian 
Dickenson was born in Selkirk, Manitoba, coming from stock that 
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claimed New Brunswick and Ontario as its origins. Both Clifford 
and Vivian graduated from Wesley College, Winnipeg with B.A. 
degrees. 

In October, 1949 Clifford married Vivian, then a teacher on the 
staff of Glenlawn Collegiate, St. Vital. There were no children from 
this union. At that time, he took over the home farm in addition to 
his own holdings which - as of October, 1970 - included NE 13-12-
lW, NW IS-12-1E and S 1/2 SW 1/4 19-12-lE. 

Baseball was a favorite sport in Clifford's youthful days, many 
will remember his activity over a period of 10 years as pitcher for the 
Rosser baseball team with his brother, Wallace, as catcher. Dramat
ics played an interesting part for Clifford in those days. 

Both Clifford and Vivian were involved through the years in 
church and community affairs. Clifford was Secretary of Rosser 
United Church Board since 1935 and Treasurer of the same for at 
least 25 years. He was an Elder for a long time and was also Clerk 
of the Session for many years. 

He acted on the school board, was Weed Inspector for the RM of 
Rosser and, for many years, was Superintendent of the Rosser 
United Church Sunday School. His devotion to duty, together with 
his marvellous sense of humour, made him a valuable member on 
many a community committee. 

Vivian was active in Women's Institute and United Church 
Women's work, holding the presidency of Rosser WI for four years 
and that of the UCW for three years. She acted on many committees. 
Photography and art were her hobbies. 

Both were fond of travel. They had holidays in California, 
Florida, Arizona, Hawaii, Spain, the Orient via freighter, eastern 
Canada and British Columbia. In 1973, Vivian and Clifford spent 
the winter in Arizon. On their way home, in May, Vivian took ill and 
passed away. Clifford came home to the farm. That fall he sold the 
farm, had an auction sale and moved to Winnipeg where he passed 
away in 1975. 

Clijjeml alld Vi\'iall Childerhose 

Wallace and Ruby (Mitchell) 
Wallace, eldest son of the five children of Daniel and Eliza 

Childerhose, arrived in Rosser at the age of 13. He received part of 
his education in California and continued it in Rosser. In 1909, he 
bought a farm of 240 acres on Section 22-12-1 W. 

In 1916, he married Ruby Mitchell, of Rosser, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. R. Mitchell. Four children were born to them: Merle (Mrs. 
W. Dennis), Ernie, Doreen (Mrs. E. Keith) and Dan, all of whom 
received their education in West Rosser School and Rosser Village 
School. 
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Wallace alld Ruby Childerhose 

Wallace and Ruby took an 
active interest in community 
affairs and church events. 
Wallace was Councillor of 
Ward I of the RM of Rosser 
from 1920 to 1924. Wallace 
loved sports, especially base
ball. He and his brother. 
Clifford, were the battery 
(Clifford, pitcher and 
Wallace. catcher) for 10 
years for the Rosser team. 
Wallace also played hockey, 
on one occasion taking a 
hand car on the CPR ~ to 
Marquette to play. When the 
new curling club had their 
first bonspiel, he drove the 
four miles with horses twice 
in the one day, so great was 
his enthusiasm for sports. 

Before 1916, during the 
winter, Wallace travelled the 
municipality with his station
ary engine on a sleigh sawing 
wood and crushing grain for 
the fanners. He had a break-
ing cart and broke horses for 

himself and neighbours and was quite a good blacksmith. He always 
had time to have agame of catch with his sons. In the winter of 1927, 
he was away from home all week hauling gravel with horses, the first 
on now Highway 221. Harvest was always a busy time for him 
running his big threshing outfit. 

Ruby always had a big vegetable garden and beautiful flowers. 
Like most women of the early days, she did a lot of canning. 
Especially good was the meat that had to be canned come spring as 
no one had refrigeration. She always raised her own flock of 
chickens. Birthdays were memorable as each one of us knew Mother 
would bake an angel food cake and we would help to make ice cream 
to go with it. Many the night Mother sat up late helping with 
homework or mending by a kerosene lamp. 

Dad passed away in 1960. Mother moved into a new house in the 
Village of Rosser. She passed away in 1965. 

- Merle Dennis 
E.R. "Ernie" and Verna (Siegel) 

Ernie received his education in West Rosser School and Rosser 
Village School. He served in the RCAF during World War II and 
upon his discharge he purchased 240 acres on 15-12-1 W which was 
formerly known as the Dr. Carscallen place. 

In October, 1951 he married Verna Siegel of Saskatoon, Sas
katchewan, and they moved to the family farm on 22-12-1 W in 
Rosser in April, 1952. They subsequently acquired the original farm 
holdings after the death of Ernie's dad, in 1960, and built a new 
house in 1965. 

Ernie and Verna have three children: Ronald, Caren and Glenn. 
As their children were growing up and acquiring their education, 
Ernie and Verna continued to be actively involved in the community 
of Rosser. 

Ernie was a member of the local board of Manitoba Pool 
Elevators. He served, as well, on the Board of Stewards and as 
Secretary of the local Board of Rosser United Church. He was an 
active curler for many years and a willing volunteer in all aspects of 
the Recreation Centre. 

Verna was a member of the Rosser United Church Women and 
the local Women's Institute, which organization honoured her with 



a Life Membership. She was, as well, a 4-H leader, Sunday School 
teacher and choir member. She worked for the RM of Rosser for five 
years as a part-time Assistant Secretary Treasurer. 

Their three children attended Rosser, Grosse Isle and Warren 
schools and were involved in 4-H, choir and Sunday school as well 
as sports, particularly curling, basketball and baseball. 

Ron graduated with a Diploma in Agriculture from the Univer
sity of Manitoba and has since made farming his vocation. He 
bought a quarter section of the original Childerhose holdings in 19-
12-1 E, west of the principal meridian, to add to the acreage of his 
father and grandfather. He has begun a tree-planting program as an 
environmental and soil conservation method. He has also worked 
full-time for Manitoba Hydro for many years as a Technical Opera
tor at Dorsey Convertor Station and in other capacities at Grand 
Rapids and St. Boniface. He devotes some time to the Recreation 
Centre as a Youth Curling Coach. 

Ron and his bride, Angela, since their marriage in April, 1991, 
continue to farm in Rosser with or without secondary careers. 
Hopefully, they will be able to complete the third generation to farm 
the W.R. Childerhose acreage and to celebrate the centenary of the 
farm in 2009. 

Caren graduated with the Bachelor of Education degree from the 
University of Manitoba and spent a short time teaching in Manitoba. 
She married Jerry Pedron of Thunder Bay, Ontario and moved to 
Calgary, Alberta where they both teach school. Jerry teaches el
ementary students and Caren teaches junior high as a Special 
Education Instructor. 

Glenn attended Assiniboine College in Brandon and Red River 
Community College in Winnipeg. He spent seven months in West
ern Australia as an agricultural exchange student. He has since spent 
a considerable amount of time in the hotel services industry in 
Kananaskis, Alberta and in Calgary, where he now lives. 

ROil alld Allgela 
Childerhose. Emie 
Childerhose. Jerry 
alld Carell Pedroll. 
Verllo Childerhose. 
Glelill Childerhose 

At the time of writing - June, 1991 - Ernie and Verna have retired 
to Victoria, British Columbia, the Garden City of the West Coast. 

"We tried to be IIseflll citizens in the extended family of neigh
bours and friends; to give at least as much as we received and to be 
grateful for acts of kindness and help ill times of need. 

"We wish the R.M. of Rosser many more years of prosperity with 
a continuity of human values, which are always more evident in a 
small community and rural setting." 

- Verna Childerhose 

Doreen and Edwin Keith 
Doreen, second daughter of Wallace and Ruby Childerhose. 

attended school at West Rosser and Rosser Village School. 
She married Edwin Keith in 1943. They moved to Ottawa. 

Ontario where Edwin was stationed at Uplands with the Air Force. 
Doreen worked for the federal government while in Ottawa. 

After Edwin's discharge from the Air Force in December, 1945, 
they managed a farm at Rosser for Western Homes. In 1947. they 
purchased a farm at Otterburne, Manitoba. In 1957. they returned to 
Rosser for six years. 

In 1962, they moved to Winnipeg where Doreen continues to 
reside. Edwin passed away in 1987. He had spent his last six working 
years as an engineer at the Winnipeg Mint. Doreen has recently 
moved into Meadowood Manor. a senior's complex. 

Doreen and Edwin were blessed with four children. Lynda 
married Jack Holt. They reside in Calgary with daughters Susan and 
Donna. 

Robert (Bob) man'ied Louise Romanic. They reside in the Lockport 
area with daughter Katterina. 

Murray married Jackie Philippe. They reside in Prince George, 
British Columbia with daughter Kristina and son Jeffrey. 

Grant Mitchell calls Whistler, British Columbia his home. He is 
the traveller of the family; travelling extensively in the United 
States, Mexico and a year in Australia. The last two winters he has 
been in Thailand. He is greatly taken with the beauty of the country 
and the friendly people there. He still enjoys single bliss. 

- Doreen M. C. Keith 

Dan Robert and Elsie (Munt) 
Dan, the youngest son of Wallace and Ruby Childerhose, grew 

up, attended school and lived in the Rosser area until moving to 
Winnipeg in 1955. 

Dan loved the outdoors and spent most of his spare time trapping 
and hunting. He was noted for his famous "Rabbit Stew". 

Dan worked for the Canadian Pacific Railway Company from 
June 1950 to June 1974. 

He married Elsie Munt in 1956. They had no children. 
In 1958 he was diagnosed as having Multiple Sclerosis. In 1974, 

he could work no longer and went on a disability pension. 
In April, 1989 Dan suffered a heart attack and was hospitalized. 

It was discovered at t.hat time that Dan was also suffering from 
acute myeloblastic leukemia. 

Dan passed away on May 26,1989. 

JOHN CHIMUK FAMILY HISTORY 

Mr. and Mrs. John Chimuk moved to the Municipality of Rosser 
around 1921 from Vita, Manitoba, to work for a nice farmer in the 
district, Tom Hutton. 

They stayed there several years before they rented a farm closer 
to Bergen where they lived till they bought their own farm in the 
early thirties just across from the Bergen cut off station. It was all 
prairie. They built a house, barn and other buildings which were 
needed, also planted a large number of trees. 

Dad was a grain farmer. He also bought broncos and trained them, 
even though quite a few of them bolted and ran away. During harvest 
time Dad had his own threshing outfit and crew, he was always busy 
with his sons doing work for neighbours (custom threshing). Win
ters were severe with a lot of snow. 

A lot of young men who were riding the CPR boxcars would 
come over for water and food. Mother never refused them food and 
always had a cheerful word for each of them. 
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My parents were blessed with seven children: two daughters and 
five sons. There are now school teachers, investors, dental hygien
ists, nursing administrators, aircraft engineers, hotel managers, 
beauty technicians, food chain supervisors, travel agents, librarians, 
a social worker, managers and an insurance adjustor in our family. 

Olga and her husband are retired and live in Oliver, British 
Columbia. 

Alexandra and her husband live in Winnipeg. She worked as a 
legal secretary. 

Walter and his wife live in Winnipeg, Walter retired from the 
Winnipeg Transit. 

Bill and his wife farmed and also owned a miniature golf 
course near our home. Bill died in 1984. 

Maurice and his wife, who was a school teacher in Little 
Mountain School, live in Stony Mountain. Maurice joined the Navy 
in 1942, he was wounded twice. In 1949, he joined the Air Force 
leaving the services in 1964 as a Warrant Officer. 

James and his wife live in Winnipeg. Jim was asales manager for 
B.C. Fruit Growers, now retired. 

Art and his wife also live in Winnipeg. Art worked for a large 
transportation company as Director of Safety and Insurance. He 
retired in 1989. 

Both parents are deceased. Mother passed away in'I987 at the age 
of 87. Dad passed away in 1990 at 96 years of age. 

CLARKE F AMIL Y HISTO RY 

Harry and Margaret (Wenham) 
Harry and Margaret Clarke and four year old son, Robert, arrived 

in Grosse Isle in March, 1932 taking up residence in the former 
Kensington School which had been remodelled into a dwelling. 
They lived there for seven years. 

In 1932, they bought 40 acres of bush in 25-12-1 Wand began to 
develop it into a home site. Harry had always been interested in 
exhibition poultry and exhibited at many fairs includin o the Toronto 

. b 

Royal, and Judged at a number of fairs. They began raising sheep and, 
for a few years, drove the school van with horses and worked part
time for neighbours. 

In 1943, Harry and Margaret purchased a few Jersey cattle and 
regist.ered the growing herd under Clevedon Jerseys as Harry was 
born III Clevedon, Somerset, England. Margaret was born in Lin
colnshire, England and came to Canada with her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Mathew Wenham. 

Due to Harry's interest in exhibiting quality livestock, it was only 
natural that he began to exhibit the Jerseys at Manitoba fairs. He also 
became involved with the Manitoba Jersey Cattle Club and served 
on its board of directors until his death in 1956. 

Margaret Clark left Grosse Isle in 1956 and held positions at the 
Birtle Residential School, Seven Sisters Power Plant and the Pinawa 
Research Station. She retired in 1971 and now resides in Winnipeg. 

Robert and Dorothy (Johnson) 
Following Harry's death, Bob - who at that time was a member 

of the City of Winnipeg Police Department - took over the home 
farm. He acquired more land and put up more buildings. He carried 
on showing the Jerseys at many fairs in Canada and the United States 
and. built up a large dairy herd. He enrolled the herd in production 
testlllg and won many provincial and national championships. 
Because of the recognition obtained, he was able to sell cattle in all 
the Canadian provinces as well as the United States, Mexico and 
South America. He served on the Directorate of the Manitoba Jersey 
Cattle Club and the Canadian Jersey Cattle Club and was a 4-H 
leader for 15 years. 
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Bo/J Clarke Family 
Leji to Right: Bo/J, Dot, Reg, Donna, Margaret, Kim and Maxine 

Bob married Dorothy Johnson of Stonewall. She was a very 
willing and capable partner in the development and expansion of the 
farm and dairy herd. 

They raised six children: Reg, Donna, Margaret, Kimberly, 
Wanda and Maxine. The children received their education at Rosser, 
Grosse Isle and Warren Schools. They were all involved with the 
farm, playing a major role in the field work and care of the livestock. 
They were all quite active in 4-H, especially the dairy club and are 
thankful for the experience gained. 

Reg lives in Gunton and has his own trucking business, hauling 
across Canada and the United States. He and his wife, Linda, have 
three children: Cameron, Everrett and Amber. 

Donna married Morley Porteous of Woodlands and they have 
two sons, Kyle and Ryan. Morley is a carpenter with Manitoba 
Hydro and Donna keeps busy with her family and the many arts and 
crafts she is involved in. 

Margaret married Fred Siocombe of Marquette and they live on 
his home farm. They have three children: Brenda, Linda and 
Charles. All of them are very involved with 4-H. Margaret is 
employed with Home Care Services in Stonewall. 

Kim and her husband, Frank Chittick, live in Stonewall and are 
both highway transport drivers. They have one daughter, Kayla 
Ann. Kim is quite interested in the restoration of antique furniture. 

Wanda lives 
in Victoria, 
British Columbia. 
After spending 
several years 
with the Royal 
Canadian Naval 
Reserves, she is 
now pursuing a 
career with the 
RCMP. 

Wanda Clarke, 1990 

Maxine is recently out of school and seeking employment in 
Winnipeg. She is interested in horses and has spent some time 
working with the race horses at Assiniboia Downs. 

- Bob and Dorothy Clarke 



ELIZABETH CLEMIS 

Elizabeth was bom ,md raised at Iona on Cape Bretton IsI,md, Nova 
Scotia. She, along with her brothers and sisters: Mary Ann, Mary 
Catherine, Colin, James, Sarah, and Regis, all attended school there. 

Elizabeth is a direct descendant of Donald "Og" MacNeil, the 
first MacNeil to sail across the sea from Barra, Scotland in 1758. He 
took part in the battle on the Plains of Abraham, which is said to have 
lasted a total of20 minutes. This was in 1759. After he had raised the 
British flag in victory, a French sniper shot him and was, in turn, shot 
himself. Two of his sons came to Canada in 1813. 

When Elizabeth decided to stretch her wings and leave home, she 
thought that she would like to see what western Canada had to offer. 
She settled in Winnipeg in 1936. Shortly thereafter she married and 
had a daughter, Barbara. 

In 1939, Elizabeth came to the Lilyfield district to work as a 
housekeeper for Mr. Charles C. Stewart. She and Barbara remained 
at the farm, for the most part, until the untimely death of Charlie in 
1964. 

Elizabeth and Barbara moved to Winnipeg to live in Fort Garry. 
They remained there until Elizabeth passed away in the spring of 
1966. 

- Vivian White 

WILLIAM GEORGE CODE 

George Code was born on May 13, 1867 at Smith Falls, Ontario. 
He was the eighth child of Rachel and Thomas Code originally from 
Wexford, Ireland. 

In 1898, George came to the Lilyfield district where his sister, 
Mary, and her husband, Alexander Stewart, were settling in. George 
Code and Alex Stewart together purchased 240 acres of Section 17-
12-2E and built their homes. 

In 1902, George married Rosa Warren at Perth, Ontario and 
brought his bride west to Lilyfield. A daughter, Evelyn, was born in 
1904. 

William George and Rosa Code 

George Code was Councillor, Ward Four of the RM of Rosser in 
1904. 

George sold his land to Alex in 1905, travelled farther west where 
he took up a homestead in Phippen, Saskatchewan, the Battleford 
area. Here he farmed and raised a family of three sons and three 
daughters. 

Rosa died in 1942 and George died in 1951. 
- John Stewart 

BARRY, DONNA AND DeLEE COLEMAN 

Barry was born in Lethbridge, Alberta to Hilda and Vernon 
Coleman. He took his elementary and high school in Lethbridge. 
He has one brother, Clare, and family living in Edmonton and a 
sister, Lorna, and family living in Shaungassy, Alberta. 

Donna was born in Indian Head, Saskatchewan to Marian and 
Don Wood. She took her elementary and high school in Indian 
Head. She has one brother, Daryl, and family living in Indian 
Head on the family farm. 

They moved to the Rosser area in 1978 from Toronto, 
Ontario. DeLee was born in Winnipeg and attends Rosser 
Elementary School. 

Both Barry and Donna enjoy curling. The sport seems to be 
Barry's niche. He represented Alberta in two Canadian Junior 
Championships and also the 1959 McDonald's Brier. He also 
represented Manitoba in the 1988 and 1991 Canadian Senior 

Barry. Donna and DeL(!£' Co/elllall 

Men's Championships. The 
entire family is involved with 
the Rosser Central 
Community Club; Donna 
being secretary for a number 
of years. DeLee enjoys 
ringette, baseball and her jazz 
and tap dance. 

A constant friend 
is a thing rare 
and hard to find. 

PLUTARCH 

mSTORY OF THE COLLINS FAMILY: 1917-1929 

Edward Collins, born on February 19, 1819 in County Roscommon 
Ireland, marri.ed Anna Burke of County Galway on June 30, 1844. 
They sailed from Liverpool for America on August 3, 1844. After 
nine weeks and three days on the water they arrived in New York on 
October 13,1844. 

Edward secured employment as a bookkeeper with White & Co. 
grain dealers. They did, later that year, rent a farm in Orange County, 
New York. On that farm on June 30,1846, Patrick Burke Collins, 
their first born arrived. The child, years later, became the father of 
Charles F. Collins on October 11, 1876. 

In 1852, Edward Collins and family moved to Illinois where he 
had purchased a farm 80 miles south of Chicago. 

In 1911, Charles - already a widower with two daughters -
married a widow with two sons. She was Helen (Ella) Meehan 
whose forebears came from Ireland. 
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Back Roll': Ellen. James. Frank and Charles Collins 
Front Roll': Bill Collins and Al (Skinney) Moran 

On March 30, 1915 the writer, James P. Collins, was born on the 
farm at Odell, Illinois - a farm still owned by my half-sister, Teresa 
Beck. 

In 1917, Charles Collins drove up to Winnipeg from Odell over 
gravel roads and prairie trail. A few weeks later we joined him by 
train. We first lived on the Nanton farm as my father had been hired 
by Osler, Hammond and Nanton as the farm manager. 

We were truly a family of his, hers and ours. The family at that 
point included my half-sister, Kathleen, born in 1901; my mother's 
two sons, AI (Skinney) and Joe Moran; and the writer, James, 15 
months old at the time of arrival in Canada. Soon after our arrival my 
brother, Frank, was born on February 13, 1917 and we were still 
resident on the Nanton farm when my youngest brother was born on 
April 13, 1919. 

Whilst in residence on the Nanton farm, my half-brothers and 
half-sister, Kathleen, went to school at East Rosser School. By the 
time I started school in 192 I, we were living on what we called the 
Patterson farm with the Bergey family our closest neighbours -
about one and a half miles northeast of Rosser Village. 

In retrospect, Rosser was a mighty fine place in which to spend 
12 years of my early life. We had excellent teachers and with having 
so many grades in one classroom enabled one to learn through sight 
and hearing what the higher grades were doing. Two outstanding 
teachers who come to mind are Jean McIntyre, my Grade One 
teacher, and Helen Owen. 

Rosser was also a very good environment from other points of 
view. There I learned to skate and play ice hockey which I continued 
with until 1970. Harve Wedge was my first baseball coach and 
baseball success contributed considerably towards a good self
image for many years beyond youth. 

Henry Steeves taught me knots and hitches as well as how to 
make rope. As a result, I won a prize of one week at Wesley College 
with other winners from other parts of Manitoba where we were 
entertained royally and saw a baseball game between "The House of 
David" and "The Coloured Giants" at Wesley Park. We saw the film 
"Ramona", visited CKY radio station and each gave our name and 
hometown over the air. 

I was always fascinated by the activity of the village blacksmith, 
Mr. Ben Frain. I watched him with real interest at every opportunity 
and what I learned was quite useful at a later date. 

For a few years, we lived on the Lough farm and then on the 
Walter Beachell farm. I recall in the fall of 1929 we held an auction 
sale at this location before moving to St. Boniface. Two years later, 
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we moved to Stonewall where my father was already established as 
the J.r. Case agent. My younger brother, Bill. is still a resident there. 

My brother, Frank, served in the Canadian Navy during World 
War II and I was in the RCAF. Frank was an electrician at the paper 
mill in Dryden, Ontario, and Firechief of the voluntary fire brigade 
there at the time of his death in February, 1955. He left his widow, 
Pat, son, Brian, and daughter, Pattigail. 

My mother passed away in August, 1962 at Stonewall at the age 
of 80. My father, Charles Collins, died September 17, 1975, just 
three weeks short of his 99th birthday. 

In June, 1949 I left the Vocational & Technical Branch of British 
Columbia's Department of Education to become the Coordinator of 
the Vancouver Vocational Institute. After I retired at the age of 65 
in 1980, I was a rehabilitation consultant with the British Columbia 
Compensation Board. During the next five and a half years I did 
consulting work for law firms where there were seriously disabled 
people involved in litigation. It was my task to carry out vocational 
assessments and to document future care cost analysis. 

In November, 1938 I married Margaret Cooper of Stonewall. We 
have three adult offspring: Jeannette, a nurse with the genetic clinic 
at UBC; Richard, with the RCMP and Debra, a consultant with the 
Vancouver School Board. We have seven grandchildren; the young
est is 3, the eldest is 30 and a medical doctor. In between are two 
university students, a teacher and an environmental engineer. 

For the last nine years, I've battled a tumor in my right thigh. 
Fortunately, I've had no radiation or chemotherapy and I still have 
the leg and can still climb a ladder. We have lived in our Kerrisdale 
home in Vancouver for the past 35 years and have lots of gardening 
to keep us fit. 

Margaret and I celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary in 
November, 1988. 

- Jim Collins 

COMRIE FAMILY 

James and Elizabeth (Porter) 
James Comrie was born in Renfrew County, Ontario on October 

3 I, 1846; came to Manitoba and purchased the SE 1/44- 12-2E in 
1887 and the!! returned to Ontario. In April, 1892 he brought his 
wife, Elizabeth Porter, and their four children: Mabel, Robert, Jessie 
and George to the Lilyfield farm. James and Harriet were born in 
Manitoba. 

Mabel married Charles Roche. Jessie taught at Lilyfield School 
and married John E. Stewart - they were the first couple married in 
Lilyfield church. Robert purchased the N 1/2 29-11-2E and con
tinued farming. George had farmed but died as the result of an 
automobile accident in September, 1919. James lived at home and 
when his parents retired to Winnipeg, in 1929, he made his home 
with Bob and family until he died in 1946. Harriet taught school at 
Stony Mountain and married James McCawley. They lived in 
Winnipeg, Dauphin and moved to Vancouver in 194 I. She died 
November26, 1978. James and Elizabeth were members of Lily field 
church. James died July 10, 1931 and Elizabeth March 5,1946. 

Robert and Elizabeth Rita (Taplin) 
Robert (Bob) was born at Beachburg, Ontario and came to the 

Lilyfield district with his family in 1892. He attended school at 
Lilyfield and Little Mountain. He worked with his father and 
brother, George, on the home farm and purchased N 1/229- I I -2E 
in 1907. He married Elizabeth Rita Taplin ofthe Grassmere district. 

There were three children: Robert (Bert), George and Audrey. 



Mr. Comrie served as a trustee of Little Mountain school for 25 
years. Rita was a life member of the Lilyfield United Church Women 
and the Mount Lildon Women's Institute. She was sewing convenor 
of the Little Mountain Red Cross group during World War II. They 
were members of the Lilyfield church. 

Robert died in February, 1949. Rita spent the last seven years of 
her life at the Middlechurch Home and died there in January, 1986. 

Bert and Irene (Sproule) 
R.T. (Bert) Comrie, the eldest son of Robert and Elizabeth, was 

born in the farm home on the NE 1/4 29-11-2E. He attended Little 
Mountain School, received his secondary education in Winnipeg 
and graduated from the University of Manitoba with a diploma in 
Aariculture in 1938. He has been active in church, school and 
c;'mmunity activities as well as being involved in the Masonic 
Order. 

In 1938, Bert purchased SE 32-11-2E which was formerly owned 
by Joe Mark and, after his father's death, continued to operate the 
home farm. 

He married Irene Sproule of Winnipeg on November I, 1946. She 
is a Efe member of the Lilyfield United Church Women and Mount 
Lildon Women's Institute. They have two children, David and 
Wilma, and two grandchildren. 

Bert enjoyed a lifetime of farming and retired in 1990. They 
continue to live in the farm home. 

Audrey and George Nichol 
Audrey attended Little Mountain School, received her secondary 

education in Winnipeg and attended the University of Manitoba. In 
1951, she married George Nichol of Warren, Manitoba. They had 
four sons: Lorne, Glen, Ross and Brian. 

Audrey died in October, 1972. 
- Bert Comrie 

George and Lorraine (Anders) 
George is the youngest son of Robert and Elizabeth (Rita) 

Comrie. He was raised on the farm at Lilyfield and attended Little 
Mountain School. He completed high school in Winnipeg and a 
degree in Agriculture from the University of Manitoba. 

He is married to Lorraine Anders and has lived in St. James
Assiniboia for 27 years. 

George worked for an agricultural chemicals company on the 
prairies, in Newfoundland and Ontario for20 years. He was employed 
by a fertilizer company on the prairies before retirement in 1982. 

Lorraine and George have travelled extensively. George enjoys 
cycling, photography and the Reh-Fit Centre and also volunteers 
regularly at the Western Canada Aviation Museum. 

They have three children: Bruce, Wayne and Joanne. 
Bruce is the eldest and lives with his wife, Lesly Gilmore, in 

Carlyle, Saskatchewan where he is the United Church minister. 
They have two daughters, Allison and Jennifer. 

Wayne and his wife, Shelley Wenger, live in Charles wood with 
their son, Warren. Wayne works with an aircraft manufacturer in St. 
J ames-Assini boia. 

Joanne is the youngest and is married to John Blackwood. They 
live in Teulon. Joanne commutes to Winnipeg where she is a 
technical writer for a computer firm. 

Friendship improves happiness, 
and abates misery, by doubling our joy, 
and dividing our grief 

- George Comrie 

JOSEPH ADDlso.N 

THE CONQUERGOOD FAMILY 

Thomas and Flora Elizabeth (Matheson) 
Recent delving into the genealogy of the Conquergood family 

shows that Thomas was born in Roxburghshire, Scotland in 184 I, 
the second in a family offive boys and three girls. They immigrated 
to Canada sometime in the early 1850s and eventually fanned in 
Bruce County, Ontario. Thomas married Flora Elizabeth Matheson 
in 1866. Flora was born at Red Head, Cape Breton Island, in 1844. 
They lived and farmed at Tiverton, in Bruce County, Ontario. They 
had nine children, three boys and six girls. In 190 I they came west, 
to Lilyfield, with the four members of the family who were still at 
home: Allan, Murdoch, Mary (Mayme) and Dolena (Lena). The rest 
of the family had all married and moved west to various places in 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan. 

The farm they settled on was the NE 1/4 and E 1/2 NW 7 - I 2-2E. 
This was purchased from Mr. W. O'Neill who owned it but was not 
farming it at the time. In 1918, Murd purchased the N 1/2 SW of this 
same section from Mr. George Smith. 

Murd ran the farm while his father took care of landscaping, 
gardening and chores. In Ontario, Tom had an orchard and proceeded 
to develop one in Manitoba with trees and berry bushes native to the 
district. Until he was well into his 80's, he was head gardener at the 
farm and possibly had one of the best gardens in the district. 

Both Tom and Flora were interested in the work of the church and 
were instrumental, along with other members of the community, in 
the building of Lilyfield Presbyterian Church in 1907. This is now 
a United Church. Tom was an elder in the church for many years and 
an ardent worker for church union. He and Flora celebrated 6 I years 
of married life in June, 1927. Flora died in December, 1927 and Tom 
died in January, 1933. 

Allan decided to make his fortune elsewhere and his adventures 
took him into various fields, from the real estate and livery stables 
business in Bounty, Saskatchewan to working in a sawmill in 
Everett, Washington. He joined the Royal Canadian Engineers in 
1915 and spent the waryears in India, Bunnaand what is now known 
as the Middle East. After returning from the war he made his home 
in Winnipeg. " 

Mayme married Edward Lawrence. They fanned and raised their 
family in this district. 

Lena attended school at Lilyfield. As an adult, she lived and 
worked in Winnipeg. ~ena died in 1958. 

Murdoch and Frances (McKay) 
Murd was born in Kincardine, Ontario, in 1878 and married 

Frances McKay in 19 14. Frances was born in Lucknow, Ontario in 
1884. She lived near Wingham until she came west to Roland, 
Manitoba in the early I 900s to take care of the two small children of 
her sister who had died. She subsequently moved to Winnipeg and 
worked there as housekeeper for Dr. Howden. Her maternal ances
tors had come to Fort Garry with the Selkirk Settlers in the early 
1800s and had later moved east to Bruce County, Ontario. 

Murd and Frances built a wing onto the original farmhouse for 
their home. Tom and Flora maintained their original home and it was 
a very happy and satisfactory arrangement for all. 

There were seven children born to Murd and Frances. The 
firstborn, Thomas, died of pneumonia at the age of 17 months. 

The next one to arrive on the scene was Ross. He operated the 
farm for many years and still lives there. He recently sold part of the 
original farm, 80 acres, to the owners of the Stockyards on Highway 
236, and 80 acres to Doug Morrison. He rents the home quarter, 
retaining enough land to have a large garden each year. Ross has 
al ways been interested in mechanics and has educated himself on the 
job and at the Technical Vocational School in Winnipeg. He has a 
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well equipped, well used work shop and has always been willing to 
do repairs and welding for neighbours and family in need of help. 

A favourite pastime of his is attending farm auction sales, and 
although he has little need for most ofthe things for sale, he still loves 
to get a box of "junk" for a dollar. He comes home with all sorts of 
interesting things which he cleans up and repairs and resells as 
antiques. 

Wilhelmina was born in 1920 and lives in Winnipeg. In 1958 she 
married Bill Smee, formerly of Brandon, Manitoba. They have two 
children: Douglas who is married to Karen Bracken and lives in 
Winnipeg, and Frances who now lives in Vancouver. 

Flora was born in 1921 and received her education at Lilyfield 
and Winnipeg. In 1942 she joined the WREN's and served at Gait, 
Halifax and St. Hyacinthe. After being discharged from the Navy, 
she worked in Winnipeg. She married Harold Green, second son of 
Alfred and Meta Green, of the Rosser district. Flora died in 1961. 

Murdena and Jean, the twins, received their education in 
Lilyfield, Transcona and Winnipeg. After leaving school, Murdena 
worked for the Winnipeg Electric Company. She joined the CWAC 
in 1942 and, after her basic training in the east, was assigned to duty 
at Fort Osborne in Winnipeg. After the war she married Walter Kerr, 
formerly of Riverton, Manitoba. They have three daughters and live 
in Seattle, Washington. 

Jean graduated in nursing from the Misericordia General Hospital. 
She married Tom Patterson of this district so her story is elsewhere. 

Shirley, the youngest of the family, attended school at Lilyfield 
and in Winnipeg, and the Misericordia School of Nursing. She 
worked in Winnipeg prior to her marriage to Walter White, formerly 
of Toronto. 

They have five children: Margaret, Irene, Sheila, Gail and Lyle. 
Margaret and Allen Young live in Kenora and have two children, 
Christina and Neil. Irene and Roger Matas live in Winnipeg. Sheila 
and Bill Coggan live in Warren and have three children: Amy, 
Amanda and Robert. Gail and Dave live in Kenora and have one 
daughter, Jessalind. Lyle lives in Vancouver. 

Shirley and Walter now live in Kelowna, British Columbia. 
Murd and Frances were interested and active members of the 

community, particularly in the life of the Lilyfield church, the 
commun i ty c 1 u b and the school. Frances was a charter member of the 
original "Ladies Aid Society" of the church and remained a member 
all of her life. She was also a charter member and active in the Mount 
Lildon Women's Institute. Murd was on the Board of Stewards of 
the church and a trustee of Lilyfield School for many years. The 
entire family participated in the activities of the community club. 
Frances died in November, 1957 and Murd died in January, 1961. 

We all have a "home" feeling about the farm and return frequently 
to visit Ross. It is a much quieter place these days than when it was 
inhabited by eight members of the family and all the livestock that 
went into running a family farm in days gone by - horses, cattle, pigs, 
chickens and turkeys, not to mention the usual family pets. Time 
passes and changes occur, but nostalgia remains. 

- Wilhelmina Smee 

CORBEIL F AMIL Y 

In 1970, we purchased the Park Royal Beach from Roy Roche. 
After a lot of hard labour to improve the beach, we also built a couple 
of buildings. We then changed the name to Summerland Farms. 

We were very fortunate having four daughters who helped us 
during the busy summer months. They also went to Stonewall 
schools while we lived at Summerland Farms. 
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After operating for three busy summers, it became too much of 
a burden for our family. After many discussions we decided to sell 
and move into the city. 

We purchased some land in Rosser and built our house which was 
the first house west of the perimeter on the south side of Inkster 
Boulevard or Highway 221. 

After our daughters married, we moved back to the city. 
- Edward Corbeil 

CORBETT FAMILY HISTORY 

Sam and Rebecca Corbett 
It was in the year 1897 that Mr. and Mrs. Sam Corbett, with a 

family of twelve, moved from Springfield to Rosser Municipality. 
Mr. Corbett had a large herd of cattle and was looking for a farm with 
plenty of pasture. He settled on the "Clovely Estate" two miles south 
of the village of Rosser on 31-11-1 E. There were no settlers west of 
the first meridian at this time so Mr. Corbett's herd had free access 
to the land. The "Clovely Estate" had been run by an Englishman 
posing as a "Duke". He even went so far as to have a "crest" stamped 
on his silverware. We are told that some of this silverware is still in 
use. The "Duke", however, was later arrested as an imposter. 

The Corbett family made a splendid addition to the community. 
The boys were keenly interested in sports and the whole family were 
ardent members of the Anglican Church. The six boys were Sam, 
Jim, Albert, Fred, Herb and Ernest. The girls were Laura, Helen, 
Nettie, Edith, Ida and Mayme. All members of this large family are 
now deceased. 

Fred and Florence (Minorgan) 
When the Corbett family moved to Winnipeg in 1912, the 

property was rented and later sold, with the exception of the south 
quarter section which was retained by son Fred. In 1934 Fred and his 
son, Norman, purchased the original estate from Senator Howden. 

The large house and barns had fallen into a neglected state and 
were later torn down when Norman took over the property. As the 
house was being demolished, the bedroom doors were found to have 
beautiful hand-painted panels. Some of these doors were later used 
on Florence Corbett's home in the village; but, of course, the art 
work was covered with a new coat of paint. Fred remained in Rosser 
and married Florence Minorgan in 1903 in the little Methodist 
Church. The/had two children: a daughter, Irene (Mrs. Lloyd 
Green), who died in 1931; and a son, Norman. 

Fred had the Imperial Oil business in Rosser for many years. He 
played second base for the Rosser ball team when the team was a real 
asset to our sports activities. Fred died suddenly in February, 1936 
in Winnipeg. 

Florence, or Grandma Corbett as we all knew her in later years, 
settled in her little home in the Village of Rosser. Her optimism and 
untiring efforts for the good of the community will long be re
membered. Mrs. Corbett, along with C.R. Childerhose, had the 
privilege of laying the cornerstone for our United Church of which 
she was so proud. The Rosser United Church Women and Women's 
Institute honoured her with life memberships for long service and 
high esteem. Gram Corbett passed away in November, 1959. 

Norman and Anna (Switzer) 
Norman followed in his father's footsteps, continuing with the oil 

business and farming the family farm. He married Anna Switzer of 
Strathclair in 1935. She was teaching Grades Nine to Twelve in one 
room in the Rosser Village School. They bought the former Andrew 
Robertson home in the village. Norman, as his father before him, 
played second base on the Rosser ball team. He also had an active 



roll in the building of the Rosser United Church. Anna and Norman 
were enthusiastic curlers all though the years, rarely ever missing a 
local bonspiel. 

Anna has been a faithful Women's Institute worker for many 
years and was recently presented with a life membership to that 
organization. Hercontribution tothe Sunday School and herintluence 
as leader of the Young People's Society made a lasting impression 
on our Rosser district youth. 

Norman and Anna had three children: Brian, Jean and Fred. They 
all attended Rosser Village School. Brian and Jeanie received their 
high school education there. Fred attended Warren Collegiate In
stitute. All three have, over the years, taken an active part in 4-H, 
church and community affairs. 

Norman died in 1974, Anna continues to live in their little home 
in the Village. Her family, her community and her church keep her 
actively interested as time and years go by. 

- lIpdatedfi'om the Rosser Ripples by Alina Corbett 

Anna and Norlllan Corbell 

Brian Norman and Betty (Triggs) 
Brian, the eldest child, was educated in Rosser at the local school. 

He graduated from United College and then continued on to the 
Science Faculty of the University of Manitoba. He received his 
Science Degree in 1961, and proceeded to the Faculty of Medicine. 
After receiving his MD in 1965, he interned at the University 
Hospital in Edmonton. The next three years were spent in Dauphin, 
Manitoba in general practice. His training as a Cardiologist began in 
Winnipeg and culminated at the Texas Heart Institute in Houston, 
Texas. He then joined the Faculty of Medicine at the University of 
Manitoba as a practising teaching Interventional Cardiologist. In 
May, 1991 he joined the New Brunswick Heart Center in Saint John 
as an Interventional Cardiologist. 

Brian married Betty Triggs ofTreherne, Manitoba in 1962. They 
have four children. Norman, married Zoria Dziwinski in 1987 and 
is studying for his doctorate in Applied Mathematics at the University 
of Waterloo. Jim is living and working in Winnipeg. Fred is 
attending the University of Manitoba and Mallory is living and 
working in Winnipeg. 

Belly and Brian Corbell 

Norlllan. Fred . .filii. and Mallory Corbell 

Jeanie and Tony Nichols 
Jeanie entered nursing after high school and graduated from the 

Winnipeg General Hospital as a Registered Nurse. She married 
Tony Nichols, a pilot in the Canadian Armed Forces, in June, 1964. 
They have moved every three to four years and have lived on both 
Canadian coasts. 

Back Roll': Lynn. Brian, Cheri 
.fean and Tony Nichols 
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They have three children: Brian, Cheri and Lynn. Brian gradu
ated in Honours Science from the University of Guelph. He is 
presently working as a Science Instructor in Yosemite National Park 
in California. Cheri graduated in Honours Recreation from the 
University of Ottawa. She married Donald Barton, a Vankleek Hill 
farmer, in June, 1991. She is currently employed as a Flight Director 
with Nation Air. Lynn is in third year Criminology at the University 
of Ottawa. 

Tony and Jeanie are presently living in Ottawa. Tony is a 747 
Captain with Nation Air. 

Fred and Heather (Macdonald) 
Fred is the fourth generation of the Corbett family to farm the 

original "Clovely Estate". He has followed in his father's footsteps, 
being very interested in sports, especially hockey and in community 
affairs. 

Fred and Heather Macdonald were married on November 15, 
1968 in Winnipeg at Harstone Memorial United Church. Fred, with 
Paul Ostafichuk's help, fixed up Grandma Corbett's little house in 
the village, presently Broadfoots'. After living there for five and a 
half years they moved to the farm in the spring of 1974 into their new 
home SW 31-11-1 E. 

Fred worked for Manitoba Hydro for a few years out of high 
school before returning to the farm. He continued on at Dorsey 
Station, as well as fanning and feeding cattle, and quit Hydro in 
1971. Heather trained at Children's Hospital in Winnipeg and 
worked there until 1971. 

Back Roll': Fred. Brooke. SUJ/I. Heather. Cord 
Front Row: Chris. C('()ff 

October, 1971 saw the arrival of Christopher Donald and the 
beginning of their family. Geoffrey Alan followed quickly behind in 
November, 1972. Gordon Frederick arrived in November, 1974. In 
June, 1979 Fred and Heather were doubly blessed with the birth of 
twins, Scott Ernest and Brooke Ashley. Fred had his girl at last. 

Chris is presently in his third year at the University of Manitoba 
and plays football with the Bisons, as well as hockey with the 
Warren Mercs. Geoffrey, after working for a year at Warren Tire, is 
in his first year at the University of Manitoba, and plays hockey with 
the Gimli Vikings. Both boys are living together in Winnipeg with 
other friends. Gordy is in grade twelve at Warren and is involved 
with high school sports, running the half marathon in Winnipeg, as 
well as baseball and hockey with the Midget team in Warren. Scott 
and Brooke are in grade seven at Grosse Isle and both attend 4-H. 
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Scott also is involved in school sports, school band as well as hockey 
and baseball. Brooke enjoys her piano lessons, curling, ringette, 
school band and baseball. 

Fred is currently involved with church activities, coaching baseball 
and hockey and has served with the Rosser Volunteer Firefighters. 
He is a trustee on the board of the Interlake School Division No. 21 
and has just served a two-year term as chairman. Although not as 
actively involved as in the past, Fred also helps out at the Rosser 
Community Centre. 

Heather is a member of the United Church Women at Rosser 
United Church and the Rosser Women's Institute. She has taught 
Sunday School and helps out when needed, has taught 4-H, done 
volunteer work at Children's Hospital and served on the Peter Pan 
board there. She was a member of the Stonewall and Area Juvenile 
Justice Committee for two years. She has worked on a casual basis 
at the Stonewall and District Health Centre since 1971 and is 
presently employed there on a part-time basis as a registered nurse. 

"With the help qlollrfanzily, we are presently operating a grain 
and livestock operation on the original Corbett homestead. SW 31-
11-1 E. We are a fourth generation family residing and fanning at 
this location. Many changes have taken place in agriculture (wer the 
years but, God willing, we will continue to be good stevl'ards olthis 
land andjilture generations ()lCorbetts will carry onfarming at this 
location. " 

- Fred and Heather Corbett 

THE KEITH COSENS F AMIL Y 

Kel"in. Keith (stai/ding) Brant . .llIdr, Lisa and Marie COS(')lS (seated) 

The Cosens family: Keith, Marie, Brant, Kevin and Lisa moved to 
Rosser in August, 1959 where Keith taught in the Rosser High 
School for two years and I, Marie, at Wentworth for the 1960-61 
term. Keith was raised in the Argyle district. I am from Shoal Lake. 
We met at Teachers' College and were later married. We then moved 
to Wawanesa, and later Kelwood, where we both continued teach
ing. In Rosser we resided in a new teacherage which was placed on 
the southwest corner of the present school site property. In 1961 we 
moved to Stonewall - along with the teacherage! 

Keith very much enjoyed his experience with the Rosser students 
and appreciated the support of staff, parents and community in 
professional as well as extra-curricular activities. Several memorable 
events were when he and principal Archie Cameron planned inter
esting high school tours of Manitoba (Eastern, 1960; Western, 



1961), as well as presenting Rosser High School Drama Nights at 
Meadows. Keith always enjoyed a challenge and, in 1960, initiated 
an organization to build a new skating rink and heated shack so that 
the young people and families could enjoy better skating and some 
organized hockey. Curling and duck hunting (with the Corbett boys) 
were also favourite activities. 

Although busy with a young family, I was active in the United 
Church, UCW and choir, the Women's Institute and4-H. The family 
attended church and Sunday School in Rosser and especially enjoyed 
the Christmas Candlelight Service. 

Brant and Kevin started school in Rosser and were privileged to 
have Mrs. Anna Corbett as their teacher. Lisa was equally fortunate 
to be lovingly cared for by Florence and Herb Wedge when I 
returned to teaching. 

Certain memories linger: 
... the frightening tremors of the trains - which you didn't notice 

after one month ... the New Year's Eve travelling dinner parties from 
Cosens' to Spurr's, Beachells', Corbetts', Pooles', and 
Hallicks' ... watching several high school boys dig a trench from the 
school to our house so we could have running water for the summer 
months ... the excitement of the annual UCW Spring Coffee Party at 
the Hudson Bay - and wondering how to safely transport my 12 
dozen dainties ... having our television fixed early in the evening by 
Wand L Mulligan who always stayed to watch it until the test pattern 
came on ... the embrassment of finding Joey Frain's new shoe and 
Felix Holtmann's rubber boot deposited on our back step - all well
chewed by our playful pup. (But where did the five-foot length of 
sausage links come from?) ... watching our boys learn to ride their 
new Sears two-wheeled bikes purchased at the opening of the Polo 
Park Shopping Centre ... realizing that Ewing's General Store pro
vided not only groceries, but also neighbourhood news ... finding 
baking on our back step (especially Stella Steeves' cakes) when we 
were all sick with chicken pox ... experiencing the caring and kind
ness of the community when Lisa was accidentally burned. 

At Stonewall, Keith continued teaching and obtained his BA and 
B.Ed., and M.Ed from the University of Manitoba through the 
summer and evening programs. In 1965 he was appointed vice
principal of the Collegiate, and was also actively involved in the 
community - Boy Scouts, curling, tennis, Singing Carillons' Man
ager, United Church Council and the Lions Club. He also served on 
many professional and political organizations. In 1977, he was 
elected as MLA for the Gimli Constituency and was appointed 
Minister of Education by Premier Sterling Lyon for the Manitoba 
Progressive Conservative government until 1981. 

In 1982-83, he was vice-president of Northern Goose Processors 
in Teulon. Then he continued his involvement with politics and 
served as Executive Director of the Progressive Conservative Party 
of Manitoba and, in 1988, as Special Projects Coordinator for the 
government. 

Late in 1989 his health began to fail and, after a courageous battle 
with cancer, he passed away on April 27 , 1990. Throughout all these 
years of activity, he always had time for his family and was a source 
of motivation and encouragement to each one. As well, he touched 
the lives of many people across the province and will be remembered 
for his sense of humour and positive outlook. 

After 1962 I worked as a substitute teacher and obtained my BA 
and B.Ed from the University of Manitoba - as well as juggling the 
family activity timetable. From 1971 to 1991 I taught at Grosse Isle 
School where contact with the Rosser community continued as the 
grade five to eight Rosser students were in attendance. Devoted to 
a high standard of education in the classroom, I also developed a 
music program for the school whose choirs gained distinction 
locally as well as receiving provincial honours. The Rockwood 
Festival, the Spring Concert, and the annual Christmas operettas 

were each a labour of love, but especially rewarding were the special 
artistic talents that the students revealed to their parents. 

Other activities in these years included: Choral Director, Warren 
Collegiate Choristers, the Stonewall United Church; served on the 
local and provincial Festival boards (AMAF); organized choral 
workshops for the Interlake Region; in 1985 organized the Quarry 
Choristers, a ladies' multi-generational choir of 55-60 members, 
and continue to direct them; board member of the International 
Music Camp since 1981, and was recently appointed to the Mani
toba Arts Council as well the New Program for Gifted Children of 
Manitoba. 

Retirement - June, 1991! Although I miss the energy and vitality 
of the students, I am enjoying the extra time for my special interests 
but it is also tinged with moments of loneliness. Two lovely 
granddaughters, the love and support of my family and friends have 
helped me through difficult times. 

Linda. iVlcagan, and Bran! Coscns 

Our oldest son, Brant, received his education in Rosser, Stone
wall and the University of Winnipeg. Activities he enjoyed were 
hockey, Boy Scouts, swimming (LifeGuard), cross-country skiing, 
hunting and fishing. He worked in the British Columbia mines, 
taught briefly at Little Grand Rapids and, since 1976, has been 
employed as a Project Officer and, more recently, as a consultant 
with Employment and Immigration. He lived in Thompson, then 
Winnipeg, and is presently living in Transcona with his wife, Linda 
Turiff, and four year old daughter, Megan Kaily. Brant enjoys 
reading and is a member of the Crossroads Toastmaster Association. 
Although experiencing fairly good health at this time, he has been 
fighting many effects of Multiple Sclerosis since 1978. 

Kevin and Judy Cosens. Sloane Lindsay Cosens 
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Kevin, the second oldest, received his education in Rosser, 
Stonewall, the University of North Dakota (1976) and later at the 
University of Manitoba. His early interests included hockey, Boy 
Scouts, swimming (LifeGuard) and Karate (brown belt). In 1975 he 
married Judy Furness of Stonewall, a dental assistant/technician. 
They lived in Grand Forks, Winnipeg, Toronto, Vancouver, Califor
nia and, several years ago, settled in Seattle. Both enjoy boating, 
skiing and travel. In January, 1992 they were blessed with the birth 
of a daughter, Sloane Lindsay. Kevin's work as a salesman for 
special medical devices has taken him across North America and to 
points in Europe. It is interesting to note that the introduction of his 
product in Manitoba was first used on heart patients by Dr. Brian 
Corbett. 

Both Brant and Kevin treasure the hunting and fishing experiences 
with their dad. 

Lisa, our youngest, received 
her grade school education in 
Ston'ewall and very early pur
sued a career in music - lessons 
in voice, piano, flute, french 
horn and baton. Other activities 
she enjoyed were swimming, 
skiing, tennis with her dad, 
and always an interest in poli
tics. She obtained her Bachelor 
of Music from the University 
of Manitoba, two Masters 
degrees from the University of 
Arizona and began doctoral 
studies in Cincinnati and 
New York. Other highlights 
of her career would include: 
CBC Hymn Sing; European 
Tours with the International 

Syl\'{/ill alld Lisa Brilloll Music Camp Choir and the 

Stonewall Singing Carillon Handbells; and study at the Banff 
School of Fine Arts. 

In 1988 she married Sylvain Brillon of Montreal, a professional 
musician (French Horn). They studied in New York for one year and 
then moved to Toronto where they are both employed as musicians 
with "The Phantom of the Opera". In January, 1990 Lisa performed 
a program of arias in a Stage Opera at Avery Fischer Hall, Lincoln 
Centre, New York. Fortunately her mother and father were able to 
attend this special event. 

During the summer of 1992, Lisa attended a Performance 
Workshop in Tel Aviv, Israel with the Metropolitan New York 
Opera. She returns to "The Phantom" in September. 

The Cosens family feel fortunate to have lived in Rosser and 
treasure the memories of special moments and special people of that 
commun i ty. 

HENRY AND ISABELLE CRAIG 

Henry and Isabelle Craig were originally from New Brunswick. 
In 1910, they bought land on 29-12-1 E near Grosse Isle. 

They raised a family of six. Margaret was a teacher who married 
William McDonald. They moved to British Columbia. Ethel was a 
graduate nurse. Through the years she was matron of hospitals from 
Ontario to British Columbia. William was employed by City Dairies 
until he retired. Elizabeth was a teacher who married Roy Bell and 
they lived at Clanwilliam. Genevieve was a teacher and principal of 
East Kildonan School. Alex was an honour graduate in Agriculture 
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from the University of Manitoba and spent his entire life as Director 
of Economics with the Manitoba Department of Agriculture. 

Mr. and Mrs. Craig took a very active part in all the affairs of the 
Grosse Isle community until 1954 when they retired to live in 
Winnipeg. 

EVERETT AND BLANCHE CRAMM 

Gerry Cramm was born and raised in Goobies, Newfoundland 
and Blanche Zeiler in Boissevain, Manitoba. Gerry married Blanche 
in Boissevain, Manitoba in 1968. They resided in Winnipeg and 
Thompson before moving to Meadows on three-quarters of an acre 
on Highway 221 in October, 1985. 

They have two sons, Clint and Jonathon. Clint was born in 1972 
and Jonathon in 1979. 

Gerry is a cement finisher working in Winnipeg and Blanche 
works in an office in Winnipeg. Clint graduated from school in 1990 
and is now employed and living in Winnipeg. 

IN MEMORY OF SAM AND MAY CRANSTON 

Sam and May Cranston bought the old Bower farm at Oak Point 
Highway and Summit Road in 1943. Sam was no stranger to farming 
so, after a lot of alterations, it was turned into a grain farm. 

May suffered a lot from asthma and harvest time was the worst 
for her. She had to drive the Essex car. pulling the binder, to take off 
the first crops. 

A 3 PH Ford tractor was purchased and then they were all set for 
farming. Sam used the tractor and a scoop to create a dugout which 
was enjoyed for many years by neighbours as a swimming hole. It 
was filled in the spring from the ditch. He was a good mechanic and 
a welder, which were assets to farming. He built his own crop 
sprayer and also did a lot of spraying for neighbours. Part of the 
original farm was sold to Bob Bird and Ronald Hudson. 

Boh. Helell alld Dellllis 

Sam and May never had any children, so they took in three 
children between 1946 and 1948. There was Bob, Helen and Dennis, 
who went home to his family five years later. Bob and Helen were 
adopted. They are all living around the Winnipeg area. 

May passed away in 1967, after a losing battle with cancer. Sam 
and Gladys Bury lived at the farm until 1986 when she decided to go 
back to Ontario and live with her family. 

Sam passed away in May, 1991 after suffering many years with 
cancer. He became very prosperous but it was not from farming as 
we know it today. 

- Dennis Wilson 



JOSEPH JAMES CRAWLEY 

Joesph James Crawley was bom in England on March 19, 1880. He 
and his wife, Susannah, and their only son immigrated to Winnipeg 
in September, 1910. Their first daughter was bom that November. 
His wife died in March, 1925 leaving him with a son and two 
daughters. 

Joe served with The Eighth The Queens Own, Liverpool, in 
South Africa and the Transvaal. He also served in Canada from 1914 
to 1918 with the Canadian Army. 

He operated a market garden for some years in North Winnipeg. 
After the children left home, he raised chickens at Grande Pointe and 
from there he moved to Lilyfield. He lived in the house at the Quarry 
- probably owned by the Barker family. A few years later, he bought 
some land, built a large chicken house and raised chickens. He 
enjoyed living in Lilyfield very much and the Barkers, Whites and 
Whiteheads were very good to him. They also were very good and 
kind to his daughter, Ella, and she enjoyed her visits with the Barkers 
and Whiteheads when she stayed in Lilyfield. 

Joe retired due to ill 
health and died in 
September, 1936 while visit
ing Ella. He was buried in 
Mountain View Cemetery 
Military Plot. His son, Bill, 
died in 1980 in Winnipeg. 
He is survived by a daughter 
in Ottawa and a daughter in 
Thunder Bay; a grandson 
and a great-grandson. 

- Ella White 

Joseph James Crawley wilh raccoon sllOl 
al Lilxficld 

GEORGE AND LOUISE CROSS 

In 1932, we came to Rosser from Griswold, Manitoba where we 
had been living on a rented farm. The Thirties' dust storms finally 
drove us off the farm. We had nothing left. 

In November, 1932 my mother, who lived in Rosser, asked us to 
come and stay with her 'til George could get some work. It was very 
hard to find any work. Then, in 1933, the grasshoppers came. They 
ate every green thing in their path. The town set up a centre for 
mixing poison which was spread in the fields. George got some work 
there as many other out of work men did. He finally got work with 
Fred Mulligan in the municipal gravel pit shovelling gravel into 
trucks. George worked for Fred for many years. 

In 1934 our second son, Donald, was born. In 1936, we were 
blessed with our daughter, Joan. In 1941, our son, William, was 
born. Our four children all received their schooling in Rosser. 

Our family all belonged to the United Church. The children 
attended the Sunday School and also the Young People's group. I 
taught Sunday School for ten years. 

We lived on the north side of the CPR tracks on a piece of land 
a Mr. McDonald gave us. I had been washing and mending Mr. 
McDonald's clothes - I guess that's why he donated us this piece of 

land. We were very grateful for his kindness. We built a small house 
there. We had the very kindest neighbours and made many friends. 

Finally, George couldn't work so hard in the gravel pit so we got 
the school janitor job. Even with odd jobs it was hard to make ends 
meet. When we were offered a good paying janitor job at a much 
larger school in Starbuck, we took it. We certainly hated to leave 
Rosser and all our friends but it was not so far away that we couldn't 
come back for visits. 

In November, 1950 our first son, Jim, lost his life. He was in the 
Air Force and was stationed in Ontario. While going to a hockey 
game on a rainy evening, he lost control of his motorcycle and died 
instantly, so we were informed. He is buried in Brookside Cemetery 
in Winnipeg. To lose our dear 18-year-old boy was the hardest thing 
we had to bear in our lives. 

Donald worked for Mr. Bill Blairforthe summer and fall in 1951 
and in 1952 and then joined the Army. He spent 25 years in the 
service. He is married and has three daughters and one son. They all 
live in Winnipeg near Donald and his wife, Mary. 

Joan is married and has three sons and two daughters. Her boys 
are all married. The oldest daughter is married and works in 
Winnipeg with Air Canada. Her youngest girl lives in Victoria, 
British Columbia and is taking a commercial course at the university 
there. 

Billy lives in Kentville, Nova Scotia. He worked as a supervisor 
with the CPR and the Dominion Atlantic Railway for 33 years. He 
is now retired at age 50 and is a widower. 

My husband, George, died of cancer in August, 1981 at the age 
of87. We had moved to Winnipeg in June of that year. I still live in 
the same house on Ferry Road in St. James. 

- Louise Cross 

DAVIS 

Edward and Zelia (Way) 
Edward and Zelia lived in Rosser subdivision on Rosser Road 

and Geysir in 1915 until their death. They had seven children: 
Gordon, Gladys (Roche), Laurence (Jim), Vera, Eunice (Fisher, 
Parsons), Victor, and Olive (Edgerton). 

Edward was born in England. He was an orphan and he came to 
Canada as a stow-away on a ship when he was very young. He settled 
in Killarney, Manitoba. He spent all his life looking after horses. 
When in Killarney he Inet and married Zelia Way. They moved to 
Winnipeg, then to Rosser. He was a groomsman for Canada Bread 
and Eatons and was often seen driving their show horses in parades. 
He also travelled around Rosser, Stonewall and Balmoral looking 
after sick horses. 

Edward died in 1939 at the age of 53 and Zelia died in 194 i at the 
age of 52. 

Vera died in 1952 and Eunice in 1973. 
Victor joined the PPCLl in 1939, serving overseas, and was 

honourably discharged in 1945. He died in 1987. 
Gordon lives in High River, Alberta. Olive lives in California. 

Gladys lives in the RM of Rosser and her story appears elsewhere. 

Laurence "Jim" and Joyce (Hawkins) 
Jim was born in Brooklands in 1915, the son of Edward and Zella 

Davis. They lived in Rosser sub-division on Rosser Road and Geysir 
in 1915. 

Jim attended Woodsworth school. He came to work on the Roche 
farm when he was 15 years old. He has worked for three generations 
of Roches. He retired from doing farm work in 1989. He still lives 
on the farm and spends his retirement years, looking after the yard 
and enjoying his grandchildren. 

307 



Jim recalls the days when farming was more than just grain and 
tractors. There were cattle, horses, pigs, chickens, geese and sheep 
to feed and look after. He recalls when gardens were big, with large 
fields of potatoes and peas; when the root-house was stored full for 
the winter: when wood was cut for the cook stove, sawed and 
stockpiled for the cold weather. He remembers the large threshing 
gangs, lunches in the fields, hauling grain with horses. There was no 
electricity until 1948. 

He has seen many changes on the Roche farm over the years. He 
always loved animals and working the land was his real joy. It has 
kept him here for 60 years. 

The Davis Fall/ily. Bn'erly and Barry 
Joyce, .lill/, Gregory and .lenl1ifer 

Jim married Joyce Hawkins in 1947; they have one son, Barry, 
who was born in 1951. Joyce was the daughter of Orvan and Mary 
Hawkins. She was born in Elm Creek, Manitoba and moved to 
Rosser with her parents in 1942. Joyce attended school at Fannystelle, 
Manitoba and Little Mountain. Joyce was from a family often, eight 
sisters and one brother. 

Joyce worked for many years as a sales clerk for IGA stores and 
Red River Coop. She is now employed at Pirjo Lisa Fashions. Joyce 
also helped to get the Rosser Heights 4H Club started and was a 
leader for many years. 

Jim and Joyce are very active church members. Jim has been on 
the board of managers at Calvin Presbyterian Church for a number 
of years. Joyce is active in Calvin Presbyterian Women. 

Barry and Beverly (Walker) 
Barry attended school at Little Mountain, Rosser and Stonewall 

Collegiate where he graduated in 1971. He then went on to Red 
RiverCommunity College, taking a course in Automotive Mechanics. 
Barry has worked for Winnipeg Transit since 1971 and is a Mainte
nance Supervisor. 

Barry was active in sports. He played hockey for Rosser and 
Stonewall as a goal tender. He also loved football and played for the 
Stonewall Rams. 

Barry married Beverly Walker of Stony Mountain in 1977. Bev 
is the daughter of Birt and Fran Walker. They have two children: 
Jennifer, born in 1982, and Gregory, born in 1985. They live in Stony 
Mountain. They are all very active in the community. 

DEAN 

Robert (Bob) and Lucinda Dean with their sons, Gordon and 
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Gilbert, lived in Lilyfield in the Thirties and Forties. They lived 
where the D. Wilson family now reside. 

Mr. Dean - a veteran of World War I - was always ready to help 
any of his neighbours, as were the boys. Mrs. Dean was a wonderful 
lady - kind, hospitable and very capable - helping those who were ill 
or in need of help. 

Their home was the scene of weekly gatherings after skaters had 
had fun on the rink built in the Dean's yard by the local young men. 
Hot cocoa made by Mrs. Dean tasted perfect. Many quilts were 
completed there by the Red Cross women during World War II. 

Gordon and Gilbert were active in the community club and took 
part in the three-act plays which were highlights of those years. Both 
boys served overseas with the RCAF. Gordon in air crew, as a 
navigator, and Gilbert was in ground crew. Gilbert married and 
moved to Ontario where he died at a young age. Gordon and his wife 
and daughter moved to California. 

- Jessamine Gray 

THE DE CONINCK FAMILY HISTORY 

In 1937 Michel and Emma De Coninck and their two children, 
Rachel and Richard, moved from Bromhead, Saskatchewan where 
they were fanning to a farm two miles north of Meadows. 

They built a house and barn in the fall of 1937 during three weeks 
of nice weather. While building the house, they lived in a cook car. 
The day they moved into the new house there was a heavy snowfall. 

Michel's first crop at Meadows was good, but the crops in later 
years were not as good because of wet years. Michel and family 
moved to Stonewall to try to obtain work in the winter. It was here 
another daughter, Christina, was born. Michel did not get work in 
Stonewall but got ajob working for Edgar Riddell in Warren feeding 
his cattle. He then moved the family to Warren in the winter months 
while working for Edgar and back to Meadows in the spring where 
he farmed his own land. 

Rachel and Richard attended schools at Meadows, Stonewall and 
Warren. 

In 1942 Michel bought his first new tractor, a John Deere A, and 
a one-way. He had a sale of horses to buy the tractor. 

The De Coninck family fanned in Manitoba until 1945 when 
Michel returned to Saskatchewan to farm his father's farm at 
Torquay. He sold the farm at Meadows to Verner Johnson. 

While farming and living in Saskatchewan, two more daughters 
and another son were born: Frances, Clara and Clifford. 

In 1958 Emma's health began to fail and she passed away in July 
1960. 

In 1958 Rachel married Alphonse Lavoie and they have four 
children: David, Bernice, Gary and Ronald. 

Alphonse worked for a time in the oil industry and later on in the . 
coal industry. He is now retired. In the summer months he keeps 
busy cutting lawn for the company where he last worked. They have 
eight grandchildren and Rachel does regular babysitting for their 
eldest boy's children. Rachel also worked for a while in a bank, as 
a store clerk, and at a restaurant. They live in Estevan, Saskatch
ewan. 

In 1967 the De Coninck family bought the Ed Moore fann at 
Marquette, Manitoba where Richard and Christina now live and 
fann. They are both single. Michel still does some fanning and 
spends his time between Marquette and Estevan. 

In 1967 Frances, who was in the Navy, married George Davis. 
They lived in Prince Edward Island but now reside in Amherst, Nova 
Scotia. They have two boys, Patrick and Murray. George was a 
mechanic for the Air Force but is now retired. He works on airplane 
jobs whenever they are available. Frances is now employed in a 
nursing home in Amherst. 



In 1977 Clara married Ronald Anderson. They live in Regina, 
Saskatchewan. They have four children: Alana, Marla, Adrian and 
Evan. Ron works at the university as a steam engineer and Clara 
works for the provincial government. 

In 1979 Clifford married Jean Campbell and they live on the 
family farm at Torquay. They have two boys and a girl: Kelvin, 
Bradley and Hayley. Clifford farms and works for a trucking 
company. 

THE DeGRAVE FAMILY 

The DeGrave family when they first arrived in Canada from 
Belgium were a family of seven children and a widowed mother. 
Beginning in 1909 Emma (Poolevorde) DeGrave and her children -
David, Alois, Maurice, Rene, Gustave, Remi and Maria - emi
grated during a period of five years, at various times as circum
stances and finances would allow, from Ruysleden West Flanders, 
Belgium to Manitoba. Alois, born September 29, 1887, was the first 
to emigrate and the rest of the family followed. They settled initially 
in St. Boniface. In 1915 the DeGrave brothers moved to a dairy farm 
on Stony Mountain Road in Rosser and farmed there until about 
1921 when the dairy farm operation was discontinued. 

Alois married Romanie Claeys, born May 12, 1895, and while on 
the Stony Mountain Road farm had one child, Yvonne. In 1923 Alois 
and Romanie established their own dairy farm at Dickens Post 
Office in Manitoba. From this farm they operated a retail milk 
delivery business known, in the Greater Winnipeg area, as Hillhouse 
Dairy. While they farmed there Alois and Romanie had four more 
children: Rene, Irma, Julian and Germaine. 

The Alois DeGrave children all attended Wentworth School on 
Rosser Road from Grades One to Eight. Save for Julian, all the 
children moved from the farm as they married. 

Alois and Romanie carried on their farm operation until 1946 at 
which time they retired and moved to Winnipeg. Julian took over 
and continued his parents' dairy farm operation as Hillhouse Dairy 
from 1946 until 1976. 

Julian and his wife, Irene, had seven children while they were on 
the farm: Marcel, Lorraine, Irene, Julian Jr., Robert, Lawrence and 
Raymond. 

Rene, while living in Winnipeg, participated in the retail milk 
delivery operation of Hillhouse Dairy with Julian until 1964 and 
thereafter Julian carried on alone until 1976 when he retired from the 
business. 

Maurice, born December 24, 1894, and who had dairy farmed in 
Rosser until 1921 as indicated above, returned with his wife, Zelma, 
born February 12, 1900, to Rosser in 1928 and operated a dairy farm 
known as Opra Dairy on Lilyfield Road. While in Rosser they raised 
a family of three children: Marcel, born 1920; Wilfred, born 1928; 
and Robert, born 1932. Both Marcel and Wi If went to Lilyfield 
School. Marcel took Grade Four to Eight and Wilf took Grade One. 
Maurice and Zelma continued this dairy operation until 1934 at 
which time the family moved to Headingley. 

For the DeGrave families the early years were years of consid
erable hardship and struggle but they cherish many good memories 
of the friendship and generous help of their neighbours and friends. 
They had and maintained throughout the years a close and happy 
association with Rosser. To this day, they regard themselves as 
being fortunate in having had such a good and wonderful experience. 

While the many members of these families have moved on to 
other regions in Manitoba, they still regard Rosser as home and for 
this long and close association they will always be grateful. 

ALEX AND ROSE DELORME 

The Delormes, Alex and Rose, came to Grosse Isle in 1948. They 
made their home here for 17 years, working and living on the John 
H. Ridgeway farm, before moving to Stonewall. 

Alex's parents were old-time residents of St. Laurent, Manitoba 
where Alex was born in 1882. Rose was born in St. Claude, 
Manitoba in 1919 where her parents, the Davyduiks, farmed before 
moving to Winnipeg. 

Rose alld Alex Delorme 

The Delorme children, Archie and Marie, attended school in 
Grosse Isle until 1965 when the family moved to Stonewall. After 
Alex died in 1965, Rose was ill for a time and was unable to manage 
the home. Archie made his home with Mr. and Mrs. R. White of 
Lilyfield, Manitoba and continued his education at Red River 
Community College in Winnipeg. Marie lived in a series of foster 
homes, finally settling with the Barry Young family in Winnipeg 
when she was 14 years old until she graduated from high school. 

Archie. Rose. Marie alld Colhy Delorme 

Rose now lives on a farm owned by the Wishnowski family in 
Komarno, Manitoba and continues to enjoy an active farming life. 

Archie is a self-employed electrical contractor living in Winnipeg. 
He is a pilot, a member of the Civil Air Search and Rescue 
Organization and enjoys flying, hunting and fishing. His son, David, 
now 16 years old, lives in Vancouver, British Columbia. Recently, 
Archie has enjoyed getting in touch with the family heritage through 
research of the Delorme history. 

Marie owns a home in Calgary, Alberta where she moved in 
1985. She is employed with Alberta Government Telephones as a 
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Regional Sales Manager. She is currently completing a university 
business administration degree. Her 16-year-old son, Colby, is now 
in high school and plans to attend university to pursue an architec
tural degree. They lead an extremely active life which includes 
enjoying the spectacular skiing in the Alberta Rockies. Marie also 
enjoys oil painting and is a physical fitness enthusiast. 

Archie and Marie have fond memories of life on the farm, piano 
lessons with Mrs. James, and morning practices at the Ridgeway 
house which was always filled with love, kindness·and the smell of 
Frances' baking. Archie keeps in touch with old friends from Grosse 
Isle and Marie returns to Manitoba for regular visits. 

"1 t' s so nice to meet an old/helld and pass the time awa,V and talf.: 
a/Jollt the oldfolf.:s in the cityfar away ... " - wordsfi·o!11 a Gordoll 
Lig II tfoot song. 

- Marie Delorme 

DENNIS 

Wilfred and Merle (Childerhose) 
Wilfred Dennis came to Manitoba from Ontario as a young man, 

working and going to school. He came to Rosser in 1934. In 1936 
Wilfred and Mrs. Ruby Stratton bought the former Laugh farm, SW 
7 -12-1 E. He had a herd of registered Aberdeen Angus cattle. In 1940 
they rented the farm out for four years during which time Wilfred 
was with the Commonwealth Air Training Command. 
In 1941 Wilfred married Merle Childerhose. They have one son, 
Richard. In 1947 Wilfred bought the fonner Ferguson faml across 
the road, NE 12-12-1 W. 

Being a carpenter and a pI umber, Wilfred replaced all the original 
buildings on the home farm. In 1953 he designed and supervised the 
building of the new Rosser United Church. He also remodelled and 
repaired many buildings in the community. 

Merle volunteered to help with activities of the United Church 
Women and the Rosser Women's Institute, holding offices in both 
organizations. The Rosser Women's Institute presented her a life 
membership in 1991. 

The fall of 1989, Wilfred and Merle retired from the farm and 
moved to StonewalL to be some of the first tenants in the new Lions 
Manor where they are involved in things again. 
Wilfred and Merle celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on 
September 12, 1991. 

Wilfred and Merle Dennis 
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Richard and Dolores (Labossiere) 
Richard and Dolly (Dolores Labossiere) of St. Boniface were 

married in 1963 and built their home a half mile northwest of the 
Village. 

They have two sons: Dwayne and Todd. Dwayne works as a 
Constable with the Winnipeg City Police and is living in his 
grandparent's home place. Todd is taking courses in agriculture at 
the University of Manitoba and is also living in the Rosser area. 

Richard works in Winnipeg in the building supply industry. 
Dolly is a resident artist and for the past few years has been the part
time postmaster. 

Richard. Do/ly. Dwaine and Todd Dennis 

Dolly has had two one-woman shows, at the Centre Culturel and 
many exhibitions throughout Winnipeg Malls; at the Legislative 
Buildings; in the Foyer Gallery of the Archives of Manitoba; The 
City Park Conservatory and various other galleries in Manitoba. 
Dolly's paintings depict many scenes of the local area. 

DEPREZ 

Carniel and Elisa 
Camiel and Elisa Duprez bought N 1/236 12 2E between 1920 

and 1926. They had eight children. Erma, Mrs. Leo Keaugh, lives 
in Winnipeg; Elsie, Mrs. Octave Marion, lives in Hamilton, Ontario; 
George married Allene Masson from Winnipeg; Harry married 
Elisabeth Munro; Robert married Angela Vandekerckove and they 
farm in the Rockwood district; Elizabeth, Mrs. Ed Pelletier. lives in 
Winnipeg; Madeline, Mrs. Joe Tuck, lives in Winnipeg; Maurice 
married Germain Vandekerckove of Stony Mountain. 

Camiel Deprez and his wife, Elisa, are both deceased. as are their 
sons, George and Harry. and Harry's wife, Betty. 

George and Allene (Masson) 
On February 22 I, Allene Masson, married George Deprez and 

came to live at Camiel Deprez·s. as George had to be there to help 
with the milk contract. Robert and Harry were in the Air Force and 
that left Maurice. 16, at home. George and I bought the S 1/236-12-
I E from Jennie Cameron (French). 

In 1946 we moved on to our own farm. I pioneered 12 miles from 
the heart of Winnipeg with no car, telephone, grass trail for a road 
and no electricity or running water. Eventually we owned a section 
of land and had all new John Deere machinery and new modern 
buildings. 

When we moved to our own place we tried to get a phone, but 
were told there was no call for it, so we got applications and got our 
area of Rosser, Rockwood and East St. Paul signed up solid. We 
were the first ten-phone line installed. 



We wrote to the Department of Justice and got the Penitentiary's 
frozen cesspool to quit running over section 36 after the land was dry 
for seeding. George got the cooperation of the various municipali
ties - Rosser, Rockwood and East St. Paul- to get a six-foot drainage 
ditch on the east side of section 36 and a gravel road and drainage on 
the south side of section 36. Harley French, who had lived there as 
a boy, was home from California. He couldn't believe the road 
machinery, two self-propelled combines and trucks, making so 
much commotion. 

We had one daughter, Joan, Mrs. Henry Ringland. She attended 
St. Mary's school in Winnipeg till Grade Three, then school in Stony 
Mountain until she went to the Collegiate in Stonewall. 

George spent one winter working at St. Joseph's Church in Stony 
Mountain, when they were enlarging it; just like a job, but no pay 
cheque. I worked as a volunteer for the Stony Mountain Catholic 
Women's League. Mrs. Leduc and I cooked a chicken dinner for 16 
men at the church when they poured the cement for the basement. 

Farming was good to us and we enjoyed our 25 years there. When 
George died in 1966, I sold the farm as I couldn't find a qualified 
fanTI manager. I now spend the winters with my brother in California. 
Summers, I share an apartment with my sister in Winnipeg or with 
Joan at Ponemah Beach. 

Things I was told by Hector French ... 

The family started farmillR there in 1902 I think. It was never 
homesteaded, it had been a reservation. I know they had the oil 
riRhts to it and we got them when we bOllRht the S 112 of 36. I sold 
them with the farm. There was a pipeline well on SW 11436. 

There werefour French boys: Hector, whofarmed in Rockwood; 
Harry, who had 80 acres we bOllRht in Rosser; and a James, I think. 
I can't remember Jennie Cameron's dad's name, her brother was 
Dave.1 think he still lives in Winnipeg. Hector had ([ son, Cliff I think 
he's in Vancouver. 

YOll may have something ji'om other Deprez or the Frenches. 
- Allelle Deprez 

DICK FAMILY HISTORY 

George Dick and his wife, Mary, and son, D' Arcy, came to 
Manitoba from Saskatchewan in the thirties to get feed for their 
Angus cattle as Saskatchewan was dried out. They rented land at 
Grande Point and Stuartburn. It was at Grande Point that D'arcy met 
and married his wife, Betty Warkentin. By 1937 things were better 
in Saskatchewan and they sold their land there. 

George and Mary Dick Betty and D'Arc)' Dick 

The Dicks bought the Nelson farm four miles west of Warren. 
Five years later, in July, 1948, they sold the Warren farm toJack and 
Margaret Gallant. They bought the Neudorf farm NW 1/4 31-12-
2W, east of Marquette Village. They built a new barn and improved 
the buildings. 

While at Warren and Marquette, the George E. Dick & Son cattle 
from their east end fann did well, winning Reserve Champion steer, 
Champion pair of steers, best group of four in the Stonewall Fat 
Stock show. They sold breeding stock to Alberta, Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba and two large shipments to the United States. 

George Dick died in 1957 and Mary died one year later. D'arcy 
and Betty had to sell the farm and the cattle. In 1959 Walter Dyck 
bought the farm. 

They bought a house in St. James and, after two years, D'arcy's 
health improved. He worked for Community Hotels and then 
National Grain until he retired. Betty worked in a bakery part-time 
for a while. They now live in Kildonan. . 

VICTOR AND WILMA DI LAZZARO 

Wilma and Victor Di Lazzaro and their two sons, Mark and 
Vince, moved to Meadows in 1964 and resided there until 1968 
when they moved back to Winnipeg. 

While living in Meadows, Wilma started teaching in Rosser in 
the fall of 1965. She retired from her teaching career and from Rosser 
at the end of the school year in June, 1992. 

Victor continues to work at the CPR Weston Shops where he is 
employed as a machinist. 

Mark married Suzanne Pellitier in 1988. They have two children, 
Alysa and Dane. They reside in Winnipeg. 

Vince married Karyn Montford in 1989. They have two children, 
Kyle and Sara, and live near Bird's Hill Park. 

JIM AND LOIS DOUCETTE 

It was 8 a.m. October 9, 1990, and Lois had already left to drive 
a friend to Calgary. Jim had gone outside and the door locked behind 
him. That extra key Lois had made was on the kitchen table. Such 
was the situation when the moving van arrived at Lot II, Govern
ment Road South. Luckily, one of the movers was adept at picking 
locks. Dixie (Bond) plunked herself on the garage floor and stayed 
to supervise the move. She would visit almost daily thereafter. Thus 
began life in Grosse Isle. 

Jim was born in 1936 in Brandon, Manitoba. His childhood and 
schooling were in Minnedosa, Brandon College and the University 
of Manitoba where he graduated in 1960 with a B.Sc. (Phannacy). 
After working a year in Winnipeg, he and three friends ordered a 
V.W. van, picked it up in Germany and toured Europe for two years. 

Lois Davey was born in Cobourg, Ontario in 1941. Her childhood 
and schooling were in Baltimore, a small village, and Cobourg. 

Eventually Jim and Lois met at a ski chalet in the little mountain 
village of Leysin, Switzerland. Jim had spent the summer learning 
to mountain climb, and stayed on to work as a handy man and 
bartender while enjoying the ski season. Lois arrived to ski and work 
as a cook for 80 people. Jim found late night access to the kitchen 
while Lois received the occasional cold beer sent down to the 
kitchen in the dumbwaiter. That winter they became engaged. 

After their marriage on September 14, 1963, they settled in 
Winnipeg for a year where Jim was employed at Jack Andrews 
Phannacy and Lois at the Toronto Dominion Bank. Small town life 
beckoned and they moved to Brandon. Michael was born in Feb-
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ruary 1965, Denise in May, 1966, and Ian in November, 1968. They 
bought a house and spent five happy years there. 

One day a real estate agent tapped Jim on the shoulder and 
whispered "Psst, do you wantto buy a drug store?" On April I , 1969, 
the family found themselves living in The Pas, proud owners of 
Gateway Drugs Ltd., established in 1912. 

Daniel was born in November, 1970. The family spent twenty
one happy and busy years in The Pas. Life was filled with Chamber 
of Commerce, Masons, curling, swimming and fishing at their cabin 
on Clearwater Lake, hunting, Music Festival, piano lessons, Cubs, 
Brownies, Reach For The Top, Eastern Star, and many school 
activities. 

As the children advanced in their schooling, Jim and Lois felt that 
they would be better challenged in Winnipeg schools. The boys 
attended St. John's Ravenscourt and Denise attended Balormal Hall. 
Of course, this involved many trips along Highway No.6. Lois 
would always comment as they rounded the comer, "That Grosse Isle 
looks like a nice place to live." 

After Michael married Deborah Johnson in The Pas in August 
1988, Jim and Lois sold Gateway Drugs in June, 1989. After 21 
years of sixty hours a week, they decided it was time to take things 
a little easier and travel. 

In February, 1990, Jim and Lois were holidaying in Portugal. At 
their hotel, they had noticed another rental car with a Canadian t1ag 
in the window. One morning, a lady was cleaning that window. Lois 
walked over and said, "Hi, I'm Lois Doucette from northern 
Manitoba. "The lady replied, "Hi, I 'm Lois Rutherford from southern 
Manitoba." Thus, they met Jack and Lois and had great visits 
comparing their daily jaunts before the Rutherfords moved on to 
Madeira. 

That summer, Jim and Lois looked for a place in Winnipeg, as 
their visits to the city increased in frequency. Nothing they looked 
at seemed just right. One morning as they headed north on Highway 
No.6, Jim said, "Let's go in and see what Grosse Isle is all about." 
It was fate! - A house for sale on 1.9 acres, a large garden and lots 
of trees. Jim practically bought the place before they looked inside. 
Back home in The Pas, they called the Rutherfords to ask their 
opinion on the property and to check on the water in the area. Jack 
reported, "Best water in Canada!" .... Sold! 

In June, 1991, Denise and Rob Carson had a garden wedding at 
Jim and Lois' new home. In September, 1991, Mike and Debbie 
bought a house around the corner in the RM of Rockwood. Mike 
later became a volunteer firefighter for the RM of Rosser. 

At present, Jim and Lois are members of St. Michael's Anglican 
Church and were a part of the Centennial Celebration. In May, Jim 
received his B.A. (History) from Queen's University after eight 
years of correspondence duty. He is Treasurer of the Recreation 
Club and Lois is a member of the Women's Institute. They enjoy the 
comradery of community activities at the hall. They couldn't want 
for better friends and neighbours. Being close to the city, Jim and 
Lois are able to enjoy many events and visits with their children. 
They eagerly await the arrival of grandchildren in January and 
March of 1993. 

Life in Grosse Isle has proved to be most enjoyable. Jim and Lois 
are proud to call Grosse Isle and the RM of Rosser "home". 

DOWBENKO 

Wasyl and Horpyna (Grenkow) 
Wasyl Dowbenko and Horpyna Grenkow, both originally from 

Austria, were married in 1916 at St. Nicholas Church on McGregor 
Avenue, in Winnipeg. They took up residence on 26-11-2E, near 
what is now Inkster Boulevard by Highway No.7, just north of the 
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intersection of Inkster and 
Burrows Avenue. They lived 
in an old house that was on the 
property and built a new home 
in 1925. They had a dairy farm 
and also did some grain farm
ing. 

The Dowbenkos raised five 
daughters: Mary, Olga, Verna, 
Gladys and Elizabeth. Mary 
married August Chudzik, set
tled in the Rosser area and they 
did some farming. Olga mar
ried Phillip Harrisko and also 
settled in the area, raising five 
children: Phyllis, John, Dennis, 
David and Kathy. David passed 

HOI})yna and Wasy! Dowbenko away as a young child. Verna 
passed away in 1945 at a young 
age and has always been 

missed. Gladys married Nicholas Gural; they lived in the Rosser 
area. Together they raised two girls, Cindy and Denise. Elizabeth 
married Frank Veert and lived in several locations in the West 
Kildonan area. They raised four children: Valerie, Sandra, John and 
Angela. 

Altogether, as a family there were five daughters, eleven 
grandchildren, twenty-two great grandchildren and there are now 
two great great grandchildren. Wasyl and Horpyna would be happy 
to know that many of their children and grandchildren still live 
within the old Rosser Municipality boundaries. 

Wasyl and Horpyna were a very kind, giving and helpful couple. 
They were always ready to help friends and family even when times 
were tough. 

The Dowbenkos were among the original pioneers who helped 
build the Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church on Logan A venue. 
They attended the church until ill health prevented them going. 
Gladys Gural still attends the church. 

The dairy barn was lost in a fire around 1960, but the Dowbenkos 
continued with grain farming until Wasyl 's health kept him from the 
fields. With no sons to carryon the farm, he gave up the grain 
farming but Horpyna continued with chickens and a huge garden for 
many more years. 

Wasyl and Horpyna celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 
1966 with their children. Wasyl's health was poor by then and he 
passed away on November 11,1967. Horpynacould not find it in her 
to leave the family home and continued to live and garden there until 
the mid-seventies. At that time, with her health starting to fail, she 
lived with her daughters for a while and then moved to Holy Family 
Nursing Home. She lived there until her passing in April 1982. 

The Dowbenko home burned in the seventies, but the original 
farm site stands, almost as before, with the De Grave house from 
Inkster and Keewatin moved onto the property. 

The tl1read of our life would be dark, 
Heaven knows! 

- Gladys Gural 

If it were not with friendship and love intertwin 'd. 
THOMAS MOORE 



Gladys and Nick Gural 
Nick Gural and Gladys Dowbenko were married on September 

29, 1951 at Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church on Logan 
Avenue. They built their own home on King Edward, then called 
Rosser Road, and Kurt Avenue in 1953. 

Their first daughter, Cindy, was born in 1952. Four years later, in 
1956, Denise was born. During their first school years the girls 
attended Woods worth School which was a two-room school on the 
comer of Rosser Road and Selkirk A venue. 

Throughout the early years in the Rosser Municipality, the Gural 
family enjoyed the benefits of country living. Gladys was involved 
in the Rosser Ratepayer's Association, organizing numerous Christ
mas parties and banquets for area residents. 

Before the City of Winnipeg took over, there were only a few 
homes, no paved streets, no sewer and water and no street lights. 
When the city boundaries were changed and the district became part 
of the city, the area slowly started to change. With progress, more 
homes were built and the area became present day Tyndall Park. 

Nick and Gladys still reside in their home on the comer of Kurt 
A venue and King Edward. 

Cindy married Rick Grabowecky and lives near Stony Mountain. 
They have two daughters, Lori and Lisa. 

Denise is married to Don Chipilski and they have two daughters, 
Elizabeth and Stephanie. They live on Kurt Avenue near Denise's 
parents. 

Nick alld Gladys GlIral Family 

DOWLER 

Ernest and Helen (Main) 
Ernest Edgar, the eldest son of Amelia McMahon and James 

Dowler, came from County Cavan, Ireland. Ernest was born in 
Plympton County on September 18, 1887. He attended Chatham 
Business College, Chatham, Ontario. Upon his graduation, he took 
a position with S.S. Kresge, where he worked with them in Detroit, 
Michigan; Columbus, Ohio; and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Seeking a slower pace he came west and joined his Uncle Jim 
McMahon. He also went into real estate and bought land at Marquette 
with a view to farming at Marquette. He operated retail general 
stores in Winnipeg, Rossendale, Marquette and Meadows and 
farmed at Westbourne. 

He married Helen J. Main, daughter of Annie and George Main 
of Reaburn, previously of Aberdeen, Scotland. Mrs. Dowler was 
employed as a stenographer with Campbell Lumber Company of 

Ernest alld Helell Dowler 

Keewatin. Ontario at the time 
of her marriage. They had l wo 
children. Kenneth Main 
Dowlerand Evelyn Mae Isabel 
Dowler. 

While in Marquette. Mr. 
Dowler was active in commu
nity affairs. He was on the 
school board, and was secre
tary-treasurer for 25 years. He 
was manager of the Marquette 
baseball team in its successful 
years. During the Depression, 
he assisted numerous people 
with counselling and finan
cially. On the lighter side, he 
drove many an expectant 
mother to a hospital in Winni
peg in a rush. 

Mrs. Dowler passed away 
suddenly on October 2, 1962. 
Mr. Dowler passed away after 
ashortillnessonApril2l,1970 
and both are interred in Chapel 
Lawn Cemetery in Winnipeg. 

Kenneth Main and Trudy (Ark lie) 
Ken attended Mulvey School, Gordon Bell and Kelvin High 

Schools and Wesley College which is now the University of Win
nipeg. In 1934, the Depression compelled the family to move to 
Marquette where he farmed and, in 1936, he and his father opened 
Dowler's Store in the building built to house the Massey-Harris 
dealership so many years before. 

He was a representative of the International Harvester for 4 
years as well as being the area representative for White Rose and 
Shell Oil for 25 years. Ken was postmaster from 1956 to 1982 at 
Marquette and drove the mail route, through thick and thin, until 
1989. He was secretary-treasurer of the school board for four years. 
When the curling rink started, he was president of the curling club 
for 25 years. 

On AprilS, 1969, Ken married Trudy (Arklie) Land, who had two 
sons from a previous marriage. Prior to her marriage with Ken, 
Trudy was employed with the St. James Municipal Office in the Tax 
Department. She has been postmaster at Marquette since 1982, and 
is very active in community activities. 

Evelyn Mae Isobel and W.P. McNeill 
Evelyn worked both in Marquette and Meadows stores prior to 

enlisting in the RCAF in March 1943 where she worked in Central 
Registry. Upon her discharge in June, 1946, she enrolled in a pattern 
and dressmaking course. Upon her graduation she moved to Van
couver, where she worked in an office and finally for a dress 
designer. 

Due to Vancouver's inclement climate, she moved back to 
Manitoba and was postmaster at Marquette for four years. She 
attended Success Business College and, at the time of her marriage, 
was employed by the federal government as Secretary to the Board 
of Referees, Unemployment Insurance Commission. 

In 1961 Evelyn married W.P. McNeill of Portage La Prairie -
formerly of Meadow Lea -a widower with three children. Mr. 
McNeill passed away suddenly on May 3, 1991 and is interred in 
Chapel Lawn Cemetery in Winnipeg. 

- Evelyn McNeill 
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TOM AND PRISCILLA DULY 

Tom is the third youngest of twelve children born to Joseph and 
Tillie Kindrat. He grew up at Clan william, Manitoba on the family 
farm. Priscilla is the oldest of eight children of Elmer and Lydia 
Kiesman and grew up at Moosehorn, Manitoba. Tanis and Todd were 
born August 25, 1968. 

In the fall of 1977, we purchased a two and a half acre building 
site adjacent to St. Michael's Anglican Church from Dan and Carol 
Nichol of Grosse Isle in the RM of Rosser. April of 1978 saw 
construction of a new home begin. In May, we (Tom, Priscilla, Tanis 
and Todd) moved to Grosse Isle from Winnipeg. 

Tanis and Todd attended Grosse Isle School and Warren Colle
giate. They were members of the Grosse Isle 4-H Club, Junior Rifle 
program, played baseball and curled. 

Tom was employed with Hugh Munro Construction as a low-bed 
driver. In 1982 he ventured into his own heavy equipment business. 
After several years of contracting with the Water Resources De
partment of the Manitoba government, he now works mainly for the 
RM of Rosser, RM of Woodlands and local farmers. 

I did not work outside of the home for many years. Work around 
home, gardening, family and community kept me very busy. For 
four years I worked at the Hitch 'N'Post at Grosse Isle and, this past 
summer, worked part-time at South Interlake Golf and Country Club 
at Warren. I was a 4-H leader during the years that Tanis and Todd 
were members. I also served as vice-president for two years and as 
president for two years of the Rosser Ladies Curling Club. 

We were members of the Grosse Isle Community Centre for 
many years and curled at Rosser Curling Club. 

Tanis and Todd now live in Calgary, Alberta. Tanis is employed 
with Atomic Transport and Todd is employed with Mother Tuckers 
Food Experience. 

1991 finds us making many changes in our life. We have sold our 
home and purchased a fifth-wheel trailer. The fall of 1991 will find 
us travelling the highways of Canada and the USA. 

- Priscilla Duly 

Todd. Priscilla, Tom and Tallllis Duly 
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BARTHOLOMEW (BERT) EGESZ 

Bert's parents were Paul and Magdalina. They had four children: 
Paul, Bert, Elizabeth and Pauline, all born in Hungary. 

Bert was born in 1908 and came to Canada in 1928. After he 
finished high school and two years of university he came to Sas
katchewan to work on a farm ranch until 1932. In 1933 he bought a 
half section of land in Riverton, Manitoba and farmed there for ten 
years. 

Paul married Julia Hegadus of Wakaw, Saskatchewan in 1943. 
Paul bought 80 acres in Rosser, Manitoba and farmed 320 acres in 
Riverton and the 80 acres in Rosser until 1960. During this time, he 
also did logging in the winter north of Riverton. 

Bert and Julia have four children. Dennis, born in 1943, lives in 
Winnipeg. Gerald, born in 1946, married Nadine Lamboo in 1978. 
They have one daughter, Sara. They live in Dufresne, Manitoba. 

The Bert Eges: Family 

Sidney, born in 1949, married Arvidel Deg in 1973. They have one 
daughter, Charlene, and two sons, Scott and Stephen. They live in 
Winnipeg. Nancy, born in 1951, married Kenneth Chomiak in 1974. 
They have a son, Daniel, and a daughter, Abby. They live in Calgary, 
Alberta. 

Bert built homes in the 60's and 70's on Manitoba Avenue and 
Egesz Streets. His first wife, Julia, passed away in 1973. 

Paul retired in 1973. In 1975 he married Mary Semenek and they 
live in the Tyndall Park area. Mary has three sons: Ivin, Alvin and 
George Semenek. All are married and each has two children. 

OSCAR AND SONIA EINARSON 

Oscar builth is home in 1961 in Rosser Municipality, on Eckhardt 
Avenue which runs parallel to Selkirk Avenue at its west end where 
it joins route 90. At that time, there were few homes in the area 
including that of his brother on Hunt Avenue, one block north. 

In 1961, when he built his home, Oscar had living with him his 
mother, Svanborg, and brothers, Baldur and Harold. His mother had 
been widowed recently and lived with the boys. The Einarsons were 
from the Clarkleigh area, north of Winnipeg on No.6 Highway, but 
had moved to Winnipeg to work. Prior to building this home, they 
had lived in an apartment. 



Oscar and Sonia Einarsoll Family 

Also living on Hunt Avenue, at that time, were other people from 
the Clarkleigh area: namely, the Nelsons; the Austfjords; Oscar's 
sister, Lilja, and Russell Lamoureux; and Sig and Darleen Einarson. 
Many of these families have since moved. Lilja and family moved 
to Calgary in 1965 and Sig and Darleen shortly after. 

In 1962 Oscar married an Interlake girl, Sonia Sablatash, and they 
have lived in the house on Eckhardt ever since. The area appealed to 
them as it was quiet like in the country with a few farms still 
operating. They both worked downtown and the location was handy 
for them as they could be in the centre of Winnipeg in 15 minutes and 
to the airport in 10 minutes. Their children often said it was the best 
of two worlds; there was lots of room to play and many young 
children to play with. In the spring the ditches filled with water and 
provided hours of fun, even though it was under protest from the 
parents. 

They raised three daughters: Christine, born 1964; Catherine, 
born 1965; and Charlene, born 1967. They attended various schools 
as there was no school in the immediate vicinity. The bus service 
provided was excellent and so they had no problems with the 
arrangement. Mainly, the girls attended Lansdown School which is 
located near the McPhillips Shopping Centre and later they spent· 
their high school years at Sisler High School. Charlene attended a 
new school, Tyndall Park Elementary, for one and a half years; this 
school was put behind schedule by six months as vandals set fire to 
it while still under construction. This school also had within its walls 
a new community centre which is still in use at the present time. 

As the community experienced some growth, after it was joined 
with the City of Winnipeg, many new homes appeared. It actually 
started to look like a city. Perhaps this was a great thing because there 
were no more ditches, streets became paved, and sewer and water 
services became a reality but these changes also brought some 
sadness to some accustomed to the community as it had once been. 

With new growth as a new part of Winnipeg, baseball and hockey 
teams were started and the adults even had a couple of volleyball 
teams which played one night a week. There was a keen community 
spirit. Christmas parties were held for the children, the first ones 
being held in the old boxcar on Ringel A venue. They were later 
moved to the community centre on Manitoba A venue. 

The Tyndall Park Ratepayers Association was fonned after the 
annexation of this part of Rosser to Winnipeg. Monthly meetings 
were held to voice concerns and the residents were active at City 
Hall, particularly with regard to zoning, lot sizes, street paving and 
in looking for support for a community centre. The organization was 

concerned with the garbage dump being so close and was instrumental 
in having that unsightly mess by the railway lines cleaned up and 
closed. 

There were some major concerns about the stock car races which 
were held every Wednesday night and the traffic they brought. 
Housecleaning was postponed until at least one day after, when the 
dust settled. The stock car track was moved to another location 
shortly after the community committee took the petition to City Hall. 

Eckhardt A venue has been home to the Einarson' s since 1961 and 
the children are all in Winnipeg. Christine is a nurse at St. Boniface 
Hospital. She was married in 1988 to Bruce Boychuk and they 
presently live in Meadows West, just north of Inkster Boulevard. 

Cathy was an ardent athlete. She competed in cross country 
running and all track and field events at high school. Later she 
dropped most of these events and singled out speedskating. She was 
a member of the Winnipeg Speedskating Club and Canadian 
SpeedskatingTeam. She was fortunate in training with the Canadian 
team in Germany and skated in a number of high profile competi
tions overseas. Cathy retired from the sport in 1985 to pursue her 
education. She is completing her studies in Physiotherapy and will 
graduate in 1992. She is married to Dr. Jim Carrabre and they live 
near the Health Sciences Centre where they both attended classes. 

Charlene, also a track and field athlete, loved her cross country 
running. She won the City Championship in her last year at Sisler. 
Later she joined the Takkus Track Club and competed in many 
running events in various locations. She specialized in the 3000 
metre event. Due to injuries, she was forced to retire from the sport. 
Charlene is presently in the Fine Arts program at the University of 
Manitoba and lives at home. 

The Einarson' s have seen many changes in the community where 
they live, but feel they have had a good life there and will likely 
continue to stay on Eckhardt A venue for a good many years. 

JOHN AND AGNES ELCHUK 

In 1949, John and Agnes, with their family: Edward, Mervin, 
Jeannette and Diane moved from Fosston, Saskatchewan. They 
purchased the farm on 35- I I - I E in Rosser where they continued to 
do mixed farming. In 1950, Dennis, their fifth child was born. All the 
children attended East Rosser and Rosser School. 

John, Agnes, Edwardand Merv all enjoyed curling and belonged 
to the local curling club taking in many bonspiels throughout the 
area. 

Agnes took great pride in growing her large vegetable garden and 
beautiful flowers as well as raising her chickens and turkeys. 

Diane and Jeanette belonged to the Rosser 4-H Club and sewed 
many of their own clothes, with the help of their mother. They were 
also involved in many sports. 

In August of 1960, John suddenly passed away. With the help of 
her sons, Agnes carried on farming till she sold the farm in the fall 
of 1963 and then moved to Winnipeg. Agnes continued to live in 
Winnipeg until her death in 1973. 

Edward and Ollie live in Surrey, British, Columbia. 
Merv and Cathy live in Winnipeg. They have one daughter, 

Terry. Terry and her husband, Dale, reside in Winnipeg with their 
two children, Kayla and Kyle. 

Jeanette married Brian Roche and their story appears elsewhere 
in this book. 

Diane and her husband, Nestor Ewanek, live in Calgary, Alberta. 
They have two children: Troy and Crystal. Crystal and her husband, 
Rick also reside in Calgary. 

Dennis moved to Winnipeg with his mother after the farm was 
sold. He and his wife, Marcelle, still reside there. 
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A.C. AND HAZEL EWING 

Archie and I and our sons, Ronald and Barry, moved to Rosser in 
late December, 1949 when we purchased Rosser General Store from 
Henry and Katharine Chambers. Archie owned Ace Taxi in Portage 
La Prairie for many years. Driving a taxi during the war years - 1939 
to 1945 - with gasoline and tire rationing in force and the need for 
24-hour daily service became an unprofitable business. 

Two of my brothers, Murray and Roslyn Poole, were urging us 
to give up the taxi and buy a small country store. On a very hot 
summer afternoon we were going across country for more "store 
talk" with Roslyn at Gunton and detoured to Rosser for a cool drink. 
Archie mentioned our mission to the proprietor. It was just closing 
time and he asked us to stay till they finished. He then told us they 
were seriously considering selling their business but as yet had 
mentioned it to no one. He was handicapped and felt it was too heavy 
a load for his wife. They liked Rosser very much and were happy 
there. Mr. and Mrs. Chambers had no trouble selling both store and 
community to us that very evening. "God works in a mysterious 
way, His wonders to perform" and he continues to care for us. 

We knew absolutely nothing about operating a store so Mrs. 
Chambers helped us as we settled into being storekeepers and the 
Post Master. 

It was definitely a "General Store" where one could buy fresh 
meat, vegetables, nails, nuts and bolts, overalls, table oil cloths, ice 
cream, etc. You were served from long counters along both sides and 
at the rear of the store. The building was 90 feet long by45 feet wide 
with the store in the front half. Living quarters were at the back. A 
kitchen was at the extreme north end, with two bedrooms next to the 
store and living room in between. The east half of the back 45 feet 
was the storeroom. 

Archie was soon busy with saw and hammer and he converted the 
store into a self-serve. Soon he was changing our living area bringing 
our kitchen next to the store with one door on the south wall into the 
store, one on the east wall into the post office, and a much appreci
ated archway from kitchen to living room. I was so pleased with the 
counters and cupboards, "built to be most convenient for Hazel." 

An outside door on the west wall between kitchen and living 
room gave us a fine step outside to enjoy after closing the store. The 
former kitchen door was nailed shut. Imagine our surprise, a few 
months later, on our return to Rosser after spending a Sunday with 
our families at Kelwood to find the back door of the building broken 
open, the safe in the post office smashed and all the money gone. 
That money, $600, belonged to one of our local teachers. We had 
taken ours with us. That door was permanently closed the next day! 

The United Church was situated at the east end of the village 
when we moved to Rosser. A few years later an old house, at the west 
side of the store, was dismantled and a fine new church was built by 
the local men with Wilfred Dennis in charge of construction. Archie, 
who was an elder of the church, delighted in helping in that labour 
of love. 

In late November, 1961, while attending an official church board 
meeting at Warren, Archie suffered a massive heart attack. He died 
in Health Sciences Centre on December 4, 1961, six days before his 
55th birthday. 

Brother Carmen came to help me in the store when Archie was 
taken to hospital and stayed till he had to return to Neepawa to look 
after his own business. His daughter, Brenda, took his place and was 
my able assistant until my only sister, Grace Watt, sold her Kelwood 
shop and moved to Rosser. She was with me until I sold to Gerald 
and Shirley Hallick in the fall of 1968. 

Our parents, Nesbitt and Mary Poole, also lived in Kelwood. Dad 
died in 1962 and Grace and I brought Mother to live with us in 
Rosser. Mother was in a wheelchair, crippled by arthritis, so spent 
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much time in the store and endeared herself to everyone, especially 
to the children. She died peacefully sitting in her chair in the kitchen 
on July 30,1968. 

Ron and Barry felt the store was too much work for Grace and me. 
My reply was that I would NEVER advertise it for sale - that 
someone would eventually be interested in our church and commu
nity and enquire about purchasing it. Gerald Hallick asked me in 
early August, 1968 if! ever thought of selling and when he heard my 
reply he asked if he and Shirley would fill the bill. Once again my 
prayer was answered. 

Rosser community had become very dear to me during the 18 
years I had been in the store and I wondered where I would make my 
home. Gerald quickly assured me it was already planned. I would 
live with my very dear friend, Violet Bergey, who was Shirley's 
mother. I spent 13 wonderful summers with Violet, now one of 
God's Very Special Angels. 

In 1969 Carman, his wife, Helen, and Murray were starting to 
develop a trailer park in Weslaco, Texas, near the Mexican border. 
Murray invited Grace and me to go down, stay with him and see the 
activity. We arrived New Year's Eve, 1970. We enjoyed it so much 
we spent six weeks and were there for the first influx of winter 
visitors. Since then, each fall I have been able to head for Magic 
Valley Trailer Park, the friendliest park in Weslaco. In recent years, 
both brothers have sold their interest but continue to spend their 
winters in that park. 

Grace passed away after a short illness in Harlingen Hospital, 
Texas on January 8,1985. She is buried in Kelwood. 

After Mrs. Bergey moved to Winnipeg, I made my summer home 
in Portage la Prairie. I moved to Winnipeg in 1988 where all my 
Ewing family lives: my older son, Ron, with Manitoba Hydro, and 
his wife, Bonnie; their daughters, Leslie Dzamon with her children, 
Darren and Kendall; Barbara and Richard Langille and baby, Stacey 
Lynn; Heather, an RN; and Guy, a computer employee. Son Barry, 
is with Manitoba Telephone System, and a confirmed bachelor. 

It is a joy to be close to my family. I have my own apartment 
located next door to my church, Crestview United, where I greatly 
enjoy the fellowship of the members. The years have brought many 
changes but I will always cherish the wonderful friendships formed 
during my Rosser years. I am happy to be settled so close to one of 
the finest communities in the Municipality of Rosser. 

- Hazel Ewing 

EDWIN AND ALICE FARDOE 

Edwin Fardoe was born in 1888 in Blackburn, Southern Lancaster, 
England. Alice Roche was born in 1894 in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Edwin Fardoe arrived in Canada from Darwen, England in 1913. 
He was employed by the Winnipeg Water Works until the end of 
World War I at which time all single men were let go and employment 
was given to married men. At this time he went to work for his 
brother-in-law, Frank Chapman, at Brookfield Dairy. When peddling 
milk in the City of Winnipeg, Edwin met Mrs. Alice Armstrong (nee 
Roche) whose husband was killed in World War I at Vimy Ridge. 
Alice Armstrong had two children: Marguerite and Archibald. 

Edwin and Alice were married on April 8, 1920. They had nine 
children, five boys and four girls, in order of birth: Muriel, Edwin, 
Edna, Clifford, Ruth, Ronald, Roy, Jeanette and Robert. 

Frank and Nellie Chapman had decided to return to England at 
this time and Edwin and Alice Fardoe purchased Brookfield Dairy 
from them. While at Brookfield Dairy, a fire destroyed the house that 
Edwin and Alice lived in and a violent summer storm levelled a new 
barn under construction. Frank and Nellie Chapman returned from 
England after these occurrences and the Brookfield Dairy was sold 



Edwin and Alice Fardoe 

back to them. Edwin and Alice Fardoe then purchased some prop
erty from Sid Gonnicks located in the vicinity of what is now called 
Lucas Avenue. They started Prairie Rose Dairy there. 

Edwin Fardoe served 34 years as Secretary Treasurer of Wentworth 
School District. Edwin and Alice Fardoe retired from dairy farming 
in 1958 and the property was sold in 1971 to Lome Riche. 

Marguerite Armstrong married William (Bill) Hindmarch and 
had two children, Donald and Allan. Bill worked as a mechanic. 
Because of the shortage of work, he travelled to several locations in 
Canada to seek employment. He finally settled in Winnipeg, em
ployed by Gulf Oil. 

Archibald (Archie) Armstrong served in the RCAF during 
World War II. He was employed by the Department of Transporta
tion after his discharge. Archie married Georgina Miller and had one 
son, Robert. 

Muriel Fardoe married Robert (Bob) Sharples and had six 
children: Edward, Joan, Evelyn, Margret, Sharon and Daniel. Bob 
was employed by CP Rail as a foreman in the carpenter shop. 

Edwin Fardoe Jr. served in the Army during World War II. He 
was employed by Gulf Oil after the war and worked in the ware
house, advancing to manager of several service stations. Edwin 
married May Bennet and had one daughter, Wendy. 

Edna Fardoe married Joseph Shuster. Joe was employed by the 
City of Toronto Parks Board. They have no children. 

Clifford Fardoe was employed by the Manitoba Liquor Control 
Commission as a warehouse supervisor. Clifford married Pearl 
Boothman and had three children: James, Lorraine and Jerry. 

Ruth Fardoe married Raymond Cook and had eight children: 
Stephen, Charmaine, Rita, Jo-Anne, Clayton, Edna, Alice and 
Warren. Raymond is employed with the Manitoba government, 
Department of Highways and Transportation. 

Ronald Fardoe was employed by the City of Winnipeg as 
Manager of the Playhouse Theatre. He was also Assistant Manager 
at Winnipeg Enterprises for several years. Ronald married Violet 
Evans and had four children: Rockley, Craig, Pamela and Gordon. 

Roy Fardoe was employed by CN Rail as a yard foreman. In 
1973, he was promoted to middle management as a rule and training 
instructor. Roy married Betty Cartlidge and had three children: 
Brenda, Susan and Scott. 

Jeanette Fardoe married Watson Robinson and had two chil
dren: Iris and Janet. Watson is employed by the Manitoba govern
ment, Department of Highways and Transportation. 

Robert Fardoe is self-employed and owns Norland Industries in 
St. Boniface. Robert married Virginia Bush and had three children: 
Theodore, Heather and Kenneth. 

- Roy W. Fardoe 

RONALD AND VIOLET F ARDOE 

Ronald Allen Fardoe arrived on the scene of the Province of 
Manitoba, Municipality of Rosser on Thursday, the 5th day of 
January, 1928. A male child was born to Alice and Edwin Fardoe. 
Ronald lived in the Municipality of Rosser for a period of 23 years 
working on the family dairy farm. Ronald took as his wife a very fine 
lady, Violet Angela Evans of Winnipeg. Violet and Ronald raised 
four children, three boys and one girl. 

Ronald attended Wentworth School and continued his education 
through Technical Vocational School, Kelvin High School, and Red 
River Community College. He was President of a local labour union 
and also President of a local credit union. He eventually took a 
position as Manager of the Winnipeg Auditorium-Playhouse Theatre 
and also Assistant General Manager of Winnipeg Enterprises Cor
poration. Ronald was also very involved in the community as an 
Associate Leader of the Cubs and Scouts and a member of the Board 
of Directors of St. Luke's Anglican Church of Winnipeg. For 
recreation, he liked to skate and walk long distances and play soccer 
and baseball. 

Violet was a very fine wife and mother as well as a good citizen 
involved in many community events. She was an active member of 
St. Luke's Anglican Church. She worked for the government in the 
Department of the Comptroller General's office. Violet went to be 
with the Lord on January 15, 1986. 

Rockley Allan is a graduate of Churchill High School. He played 
on the Churchill High School and Fort Garry Lyons Championship 
Football Clubs. Rockley married Marilyn Koch of Medicine Hat, 
Alberta. Rockley was employed with the Bank of Montreal in the 
position of Manager for some time. Rockley and Marilyn ventured 
into private business in Alberta. Rockley has two children: Sean and 
Dawn Fardoe. 

Craig Ronald married Mary Phillips of Winnipeg. Mary and 
Craig have two children: Colleen Nicol and Michael Rhys. The 
family resides in Winnipeg. Mary and Craig are both graduates of 
the University of Manitoba and have both completed Bachelor of 
Commerce Degrees. Craig and Mary are members of St. Alban's 
Anglican Church. Craig was employed as Manager with the Hud
son's Bay Company until he resigned to take a position as Manager 
with the Bank of Montreal. Craig has participated in hockey, soccer, 
baseball, football and squash as recreation in the community. 

Pamela Violet is a graduate of Churchill High School. She 
enjoys Figure Skating and Highland Dancing. Pamela was proficient 
in fashion design and also worked as a secretary with a real estate 
firm and the City of Winnipeg Police Department. She married 
Victor Rodriguez, and they now operate a swimwear boutique, a 
disco dance club and a restaurant in Acapulco, Mexico. Pamela and 
Victor have three children: Jonathan Victor, Jason Jesus and Pamela 
Violet. 

Gordon Edwin Steven is a graduate of Grant Park High School. 
He has been employed in various positions of management in the 
retail sector. Gordon is currently pursuing studies in accounting and 
business administration at Red River Community College and the 
University of Manitoba. He is also completing an Associate of the 
Royal Conservatory of Toronto diploma. Gordon excelled in track 
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and field. He is engaged to Susan Bateman of Winnipeg and the two 
plan to marry in the near future. 

DARRYL FEDORWICH 

Darryl was born at Hartney, Manitoba on July 5, 1958, and 
attended school at Lauder. In the fall of 1979, he came to Marquette 
to manage N.M. Paterson & Sons Ltd. grain elevator. He had been 
employed there for the past 13 years and lives in the company house 
on NW 31-12-2W. 

FETTERMAN 

Frcd al/d Jal/c FCllcrll/al/ 

Fred B. and Jane W. (Chapple) 
Fred Fetterman was born in Laudeville, Iowa, in 1900. His great

grandparents were immigrants from France who arrived in the USA 
in 1828. In 1846, his grandparents moved to Iowa and in 1906 his 
parents came to Canada settling in Starbuck, Manitoba. Fred farmed 
with his father and attended Manitoba Agricultural College, Fort 
Garry, graduating in 1927. 

Jane Wreford Chapple was born in Shoal Lake, in 1904, the 
granddaughter of English immigrants who settled in Ontario. Her 
parents moved to Shoal Lake. Jane graduated in 1922 from Brandon 
Nonnal School. She also attended summer school at the University 
of Manitoba for several years to up-grade her teaching certificate. In 
the sixties, she was a substitute teacher at Warren Collegiate - a vast 
change from the rural school of the twenties. 

Fred purchased the farm on NE 19-12-1 E from Mr. EJ. Kelly 
when he and Jane married in 1928. The Fettennans had a mixed 
farming operation and also shipped cream. They moved into the 
original house on the property which was built in 1904 for the then 
owner, Mr. Bertie Simpson. The house was called "The Gables" and 
was unfortunately destroyed by fire in 1931. 

In 1940 Fred enlisted in the Canadian Air Force. He was stationed 
at St. Thomas Technical Training School, Ontario, as an Aero 
Engine Instructor. They had four sons, all active in 4-H, sports and 
community affairs. Once, during a war time radio interview, Jane 
was asked what she was doing for the war effort. She replied, "I'm 
raising Bees." "Bees?" inquired the interviewer. "Yes ... Ben, Bill, 
Bob and Bert!" Jane and the boys kept the home fires burning until 
after the war. 

Fred was a life member of the Manitoba Institute of Agrologists 
and he andJ ane attended many conventions of the Institute throughout 
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Canada. Jane served as a representative on the Manitoba Board of 
the Consumers Association of Canada. 

In the fifties, son Bob joined the Air Force and served as a 
navigator in flights transporting iron lungs to Winnipeg during the 
polio epidemic of 1953. He then settled in Vancouver and worked 
as a roofer. Bob died on November 30, 1990. 

Bert married Dale Berry of Winnipeg. They have three children, 
all married. Bert and Dale reside in Calgary, Alberta. 

Fred passed awayon November 16,1982 andJaneon October 10, 
1991. 

- Bill Fetterman 

F. Ben and Agnes (Johnson) 
I am the oldest son of Fred and Jane Fetterman, born in 1930 and 

raised on the farm. I attended Grosse Isle School then the University 
of Manitoba and graduated with a diploma in Agriculture in 1950. 

In 1955, I married Agnes Johnson of Stonewall and started to 

work in Winnipeg in 1956. 
In 1957, I built my house on the fann and worked on the farnl in 

the evenings and weekends. I worked in Winnipeg for seven years 
then I went into electrical contracting. In 1981, I started to drive a 
school bus on a regular route for Interlake School Division No. 21. 

We have five children: Fred, born in 1956; Caroline, born in 
1959; Donald. born in 1961; Jack, born in 1966; and Dennis, born 
in 1967. They all attended Rosser, Grosse Isle and Warren Schools, 

Fred married JoAnn Linklater in 1975. They live in Stony 
Mountain with their children, Christine and Nicholas. Caroline 
married Raymond Brennan in 1984 and they live in Lockport. They 
have no children. Donald married Christine Rempel in 1984 and live 
in Winnipeg with their children, Rachel and Benjamin. Jack married 
Lisa Rempel in 1986 and they live in Stonewall with their son, 
Adam. Dennis lives at home. 

BCI/. Agl/cs. Frcd. Caro/il/e. DOl/a/d. Jack al/d DCI/I/is 

Bill and Agnes (Grange) 
Bill Fetterman, second son of Fred and Jane Fetterman, attended 

Grosse Isle School and graduated from the University of Manitoba 
with a diploma in Agriculture. 

He has farmed all his life. In 1966, he took over from his father 
and started a dairy operation as well as specializing in growing 
forage crops. He sold the dairy herd in 1981 and now concentrates 
on cereal crops. 

Bill married Agnes Grange in 1969. She was born in Belfast. 
Northern Ireland, the daughter of the late John and Sarah Grange. 
They have a daughter, Nancy, who is studying towards a B.Sc. in 
Agriculture. She hopes to carryon the family's agricultural tradition 
for the fifth generation. 

- Agnes Fettennan 



Mrs. Joall Field (1895) willi daughlers Jessie alld Fallny 

FIELD 

Henry and Joan (Lawson) 
My grandparents, Henry and Joan Field, were the original owners 

of the farm 17 -12-2E which they named "Middlebluff'. They came 
to Manitoba by river boat from the USA and settled in a log house 
in 1880. 

Henry Field was born at Cleish Kinross, Scotland. He graduated 
in law from the University of Edinburgh. As a young man he came 
out to Halifax, then a very lively city, where he met Joan G. Lawson. 
She was the second youngest of a family of 13 children. Her parents, 
William and Mary Frances Lawson, were also born in Halifax. 
William Lawson's grandfather had reached Nova Scotia in 1750 
from New England. 

Henry and Joan Field moved to Kingston, Ontario where their 
daughter, Jessie, was born in 1879. After their arrival in Lilyfield, in 
1881 a son was born in their log home and a daughter in 1882. Both 
died as infants a few months old. In 1884, a big frame house was 
built. That summer another daughter, Frances (Fanny), was born, as 
was Tom Harcus, son of John and Betty Harcus (later Mrs. J.W. 
Phipps). 

In 1883, Mrs. Field travelled by CPR to the Rockies which was 
as far as the tracks were laid. Toward the end of her trip, she travelled 
on what was then referred to as a cowcatcher but which was actually 
a flatcar pushed ahead of the engine. She brought back three tiny 
evergreen trees which were planted at Middlebluff by Sir Sanford 
Fleming, Rev. George Grant and Mr. Jack Phipps. The trees still 
flourish above the native bush. They are now heritage trees of 
Manitoba. 

Times were very hard in the early 1880's. One year, the Field 
farm had a good crop of turnips for which there were no buyers. Mr. 
Field was willing to accept the loss but Mrs. Field was determined 
to try to sell them. With the help of their visitor, Mr. Jack Phipps, she 
loaded up the wagon and drove it in to the Winnipeg Market. To 
tease his wife, Henry Field followed and stood across the square and 
shouted "Turnips for Sale". The wagonload of turnips returned to the 
farm intact. 

My mother, Fanny, told me many tales of her childhood. She was 
eight years old before she was given an orange. She remembered that 
it was so beautiful and smelled so delicious that she never ate it but 
kept it until it was completely dry. She recalled grass fires which 
threatened their home and buildings. She was awakened at night, 
and given a sack and a pail of water to help beat them out. 

There were winters when, except for wild meat, deer and rabbit, 
oat porridge was the mainstay. There was little or no milk and 
definitely no eggs. During blizzards, the men went to feed and water 
the animals with a rope tied around their waist and the other end tied 
to the house. 

Bare feet were the thing in summer, they wore moccasins in 
winter. Towards the end of summer, Fanny's feet were so tough she 
could walk barefoot on the still-smoking smudge (from old straw 
bottoms) fired to help horses and cows withstand the insects. 

In 1883, Messrs. J. Lawrence, H. Field and H. Foulds met to 
discuss establishing a school district. It had to have a name. 
Grandfather wanted a Scottish name, but Mr. Bill Craig related that, 
"Mr. Lawrence looked out of that there window and saw that there 
field - fair purple with them red lilies - and said, let's call it 
Lilyfield". Surely a most colourful description. 

Henry Field gave land on the southeast corner of his farm for the 
school. Both daughters attended Lilyfield School which was held 
only in warmer weather in its earliest days. Jessie went to Kingston 
to live with relatives and continue her education. Mother was sent at 
age 12 to England where she attended Cheltenham Ladies College 
for four years during which time she did not see her mother. She 
found she suddenly had to cope with French, German and Greek but 
was at the top of her class in mathematics which speaks well for 
Lilyfield School. 

Henry Field died in 1894 and was buried beside the two children 
in the little graveyard. In 1895 David Clark, who worked on the 
farm, also died. His grave was the fourth in the cemetery on 20- I 2-
2E. 

For the next 40 years, Mrs. Field managed the farm most 
successfully with the staunch aid of her foreman, Bill Craig. She was 
a small, energetic person - always optimistic - who believed in lean 
living and high thinking. Curtains on windows or icing on cakes 
were quite unnecessary but her home was always filled with books 
and literary magazines. 

Jessie married Patrick Ford, an Edinburgh lawyer, who was 
elected to Parliament for a poor area of Edinburgh in the early 
1920's. He was first knighted and later made a Baronet, for his work 
in this field. Jessie became Lady Patrick Ford. They had five 
children, all of whom came out to stay in Lilyfield in the stretch of 
1905-1937. 

Frances "Fanny" and Andrew Lauder 
Fanny also married a Scot, Andrew Lauder, a master-miller for 

the family's firm, A&R Scott's Porridge Oats. Three children were 
born to them: I, Jessamine, in 1913 at Dunblane; John, in 1916; and 
Andrew "Drew" Allan, in 19 I 9 at Colington. 

In April, 1921 the Lauder family came to Canada to stay on the 
farm at Lilyfield for seven months. The two elder children attended 
the local school until December of that year. 

The Lauders then moved to Duncan on Vancouver Island where 
the children attended school. John and I finished high school there 
and I graduated from Victoria Normal School in 193 I. In 1933, the 
family returned to the Lilyfield farm. Joan Field died in January, 
1934. 

William Craig came to the Field's as a 19-year-old lad. In 1929 
he won a fine Stetson hat, awarded by the Country Guide, for being 
the man longest employed by one farm in western Canada. He often 
acted as an auditor for both the church and school district. He was 
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a skilled barber to neighbours. His little enamel teapot always stood 
on the back of the kitchen range for his 20 or so cups of tea each day. 
He stayed on the farm until late 1936. It was from his stories that I 
learned a great deal about earlier times. 

The Lauders took over the farm. Both sons went to the University 
of Manitoba. John graduated in 1938 in Science and Drew in 1941 
in Agriculture. A Shorthorn beef herd was started. Both sons, who 
had worked summers on the farm, were away to fight in the war 
when it began. Due to Mr. Lauder's ill health, the main part of the 
farm was sold to Messrs. Ashton and Brown in the fall of 1942. Mr. 
Lauder died in 1947. Mrs. Lauder died in 1973. 

Jessamine and Andrew Gray 
I was active both in the community club and church in Lilyfield. 

When the move to Winnipeg came, I began teaching. I taught first 
for three years at Golden Bay; then two years at Pikwitonei in 
northern Manitoba, a hamlet on the Hudson Bay Railway. It was 
here that I met Andrew Gray, a trapper turned independent trader, a 
pioneer of the north. We were married in 1948. 

At the end of 1957, due to Andrew's ill health, we came with our 
daughter, Karen, to live in Lilyfield on the remaining 80 acres of the 
family farm. Andrew died in 1961. 

In 1963, I went up to Split Lake where I taught on the reserve there 
for two years. From 1966 to 1972, I was the first teacher of mentally 
handicapped children in the Interlake: first, at the Kinsmen School 
in Stonewall and then at Edward E. Best for five years. Retired, I 
enjoy life fully. 

- Jessamine Gray 

John and Mamie (Meek) 
John Lauder's first memories of Lily field were when he attended 

the school as an under-age five year old in the early 1920's. After 
some 11 years in British Columbia, the family returned to Lilyfield, 
so the dirty thirties were spent walking behind horse-drawn imple
ments and spike pitching for threshing crews. 

The fun part was participation in local dramas such as the award 
winning "The Mummy and the Mumps". Barn dances at Laing's 
were also enjoyed, with help from such potent potables as dandelion 
wine. 

John became a meteorologist in 1940 to serve with the British 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan. First, he was at Regina where he 
met Mamie Meek, who was to become his second wife some decades 
later, and then at Brandon and Portage La Prairie. Remaining in the 
weather forecasting business, he served in the Arctic, Edmonton, 
overseas at NATO bases in France and Germany, and finally in 
Winnipeg. 

Married to "Jo" Carson of Cypress River, his five sons and seven 
grandchildren are spread from Vancouver to Toronto. "Jo" died in 
1987 and he and Mamie married and now live in Kelowna, British 
Columbia - a town where the population is 80% from the prairies. 

Andrew Allan "Drew" and Muriel (Bowman) 
My grandparents where Mr. & Mrs. Henry Field who were 

genuine early settlers in the area in the late 1870' s. My mother, 
Francis Mary Field, was born in 1883 in Li1yfie1d, the youngest of 
four children, only two of whom survived infancy. Mother met my 
father, Andrew Scott Lauder of Scotland, on a steamship while 
returning to Lilyfield from attending school in England. 

My introduction to Lilyfield was in the early spring of 1933. At 
that time we had been living in Victoria, British Columbia and our 
family livelihood had been a victim of the Great Depression. We 
moved to my grandmother's farm and, after her death in 1934, were 
active in farming the cultivated part of the 480 acre property. 
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At that time we farmed with eight to ten horses plus an old 
Fordson tractor. I still like to boast that at age 13 I was driving four 
horses on a gang plow and at age 14 driving six horses on a cultivator. 
Those were long working days. 

A happy time in the later thirties was playing baseball (softball) 
on summer evenings in a grassy field across from the Lilyfield 
School and, of course, dances and church suppers in the pink 
community hall. 

My high school education was interrupted by the move from 
Victoria, but I attended the University of Manitoba, obtaining a 
Diploma in Agriculture in 1937, and a BSA Degree in 1941. Before 
graduation WWII had started and I enlisted in the RCAF. I was 
awarded my wings as a pilot in December, 1941 and became a flying 
instructor at both service and elementary flying schools. On dis
charge as a Flight Lieutenant, in 1945, I entered the business world. 

My business career has been varied and interesting. It has 
spanned sales jobs, sales management, franchising and management 
consulting. Highlights include positions as Western Branch Man
ager and Assistant General Sales Manager for Canada, wi th Fi berglas 
Canada Ltd.; Area Manager for Canada ofIEH of Canada Ltd.; Sales 
Manager and later Vice President - Franchising for A&W Food 
Services of Canada Ltd.; Vice President of Host Rent-a-Car; then to 
Champs Food Systems Ltd. as Vice President-Corporate Develop
ment. 

One is always proud of achievements that confer professional 
status. Mine was qualifying as a Certified Management Consultant 
in 1979. I am presently a member of the Institute of Certified 
Management Consultants of British Columbia. 

Currently I am active in Kelowna, British Columbia with the 
Federal Business Development Bank in the Management Services 
Division as a CASE Councillor. 

I was married in wartime, 1943, to Kaye Milnerwhodied in 1990. 
We had been divorced since 1969. There are three children of the 
marriage: Allan, who lives in Toronto; Richard, who lives in 
Thunder Bay; and Virginia, who lives in Winnipeg. There are three 
grandchildren. In 1970 I married Muriel Bowman of Calgary and we 
now live in Kelowna, British Columbia. 

- Drew Lauder 

DA VID AND WENDY FIELDER 

Wendy Rutherford graduated from high school in 1971. After 
three years work experience in a drug store and bank, she entered the 
University of Winnipeg to complete her Bachelor of Education in 
1977. 

After teaching positions in Hadashville and Beausejour, she took 
a year off from teaching to travel through Asia, The Middle East and 
Europe. She returned to teach for 18 months at Sturgeon Creek 
Hutterite Colony then travelled and worked for a further 18 months 
in South East Asia, Australia and New Zealand. In 1983, she began 
teaching at Warren Elementary School, where she has continued to 
teach until the present with a year's sabbatical to travel in South 
America. 

She built a cedar home on the Rutherford farm in 1985. In the 
spring of 1990, she met the Reverend David Fielder while serving 
on the Pastoral Relations Committee for the Warren-Rosser Pastoral 
Charge which called him to serve the area as a United Church 
Minister. They were married in October of that year. 

David was born in Nova Scotia and raised and educated in 
London and Toronto. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree from 
the University of Western Ontario in London and in 1987 graduated 
from Emmanuel College in Toronto with his Masters of Theology 
and his Masters of Religious Education. 



He settled in Eriksdale serving the South West Interlake Pastoral 
Charge in 1987, and remained there until the fateful spring of 1990. 

In 1991, David left the Warren Rosser Pastoral Charge to enter 
full time studies in the Faculty of Education at Brandon University. 

Wendy alld Dm'icl Fielder 

THE FINDLAYS 

Jim was raised in Warren, Manitoba, the youngest son of Allan 
and Isobel Findlay. He married Pat, the youngest daughter of Bill 
and Jessie Oligvie, from Erinview (west of Teulon) in December, 
1980. They lived in Minnedosa a short while and then Winnipeg 
before moving to Rosser. 

In 1983 they bought Annie Turnbull's house. A double garage, 
with three bedrooms and bathroom above, was added onto the house 
in 1984. 

Patrick, Jim, Brock. Pat, Emil and Chelsea Findlay 

Jim and Pat have four children: Chelsea Rae, born in October, 
1984; Patrick James, born in July, 1986; Brock Thomas, born in 
September, 1988; and Evan John, in October, 1990. Chelsea and 
Patrick attend Rosser Elementary School. 

The Findlays prefer living in the small Village of Rosser and take 
an active part in community affairs. They also like the close 
proximity to Winnipeg where they both work. Jim is presently 
employed at Good Year Tire. Pat works part -time as a nurse at the 
Grace Hospital. 

Happiness seems made to be shared. 

JEAN RACINE 

FORREST FAMILY HISTORY 

Simon and Ann (McCartney) 
Simon (Sam) Forrest was born in Fairlight, Saskatchewan in 

191 I. Shortly thereafter, his parents moved to Niverville, Manitoba, 
to farm just north of the village. 

In his late teens, Sam started a trucking business and subsequently 
met his future bride, Ann McCartney of Ninga, Manitoba. They 
were married in 1934 in Woodridge, Manitoba and had five children: 
Glenn, Lloyd, Gerald, Carol and Tom. 

Having five children, Sam soon realized that he needed to farm, 
as well as truck, to support his family's needs. In 1959, the family 
moved to Rosser where they farmed with his brother-in-law, Vernon 
Israel, on Section 24- I I -2E. 

When they moved to Rosser, Glenn and Lloyd both started to 
work for Manitoba Hydro. Carol and Tom attended school in Rosser 
while Gerald completed his high school education in Warren. 

Ann and Sam took part in community life. For example, they 
operated the school van for a number of years. They "retired" from 
the farm in 1973 and took up residence in St. James on Amherst 
Street, where Sam still lives today. Sam immediately took up work 
for Winnipeg Enterprises, at the Winnipeg Football Stadium, and 
retired again at age 75. Ann passed away in December of 199 I. 

Glenn is married to Connie Stronski and lives in Winnipeg (Fort 
Garry). They have two children: Drew and Heather. Glenn is the 
Winnipeg Region Oper~ltional Manager for Manitoba Hydro. 

Lloyd is married to Alice Davies. They have two children, 
Delwyn and Donna, and live in Winnipeg (Tuxedo). Lloyd recently 
retired from Manitoba Hydro. 

Gerald (Gerry) is married to Allison Murray and they have three 
children: Todd, Scott and Kanl. They live in St. Vital. Gerry was 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Rosser Municipality from 1966 to 1968 
and then moved on to become the Deputy Minister of Municipal 
Affairs for the Province. In 1991, Gerry was appointed Chairman 
and CEO of the Manitoba Public Utilities Board. 

Carol, who was active in 4-H, attended Rosser and Warren 
schools and graduated from the St. Boniface School of Nursing. She 
is married to Larry Jones and they have two daughters: Heather and 
Jennifer. They live in Windsor Park. Carol is presently nursing at 
Concordia Hospital. The "Joneses" are avid curlers with their 
daughter, Jennifer, recently winning the Women's High School 
Championship for Manitoba. 

Tom attended Rosser and Warren schools and graduated from 
Red River Community College. He is married to Sharon Woods and 
they have two children, Kristin and Kyle, and live in Regina, 
Saskatchewan. Tom is the General Manger of the Regina operations 
for Canada Messenger and Storage. 

- Gerry Forrest 
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FRAIN 

Saunders and Elizabeth (McDonald) 
Saunders (Sandy) and Elizabeth McDonald were married in 

Brussels, Ontario in about 1874. Two of their ten children were born 
there. Josephine was born on February 22, 1875 and Eliza was born 
on June I I, 1877. In 1879 they moved to Howard County, Nebraska, 
USA, and had six children there between 1880 and 1895. Rachel was 
born on October 28, 1880; Mary was born on February 15, 1882; 
Susan was born on September 5, 1884; Saunders Jr. was born on 
December 19, 1886; Lorenzo (Ben) was born on December 9, 1889; 
and Joseph was born on April 26, 1893. 

In 1895 Sandy and Elizabeth moved to Balmoral, Manitoba to do 
some farming. In 1897 Melvin was born. In 1900 they moved to 
Stonewall where their last son, Milfred (Miff), was born on May 11. 
1902. 

About 1910 the Frain family moved to Rosser. Sandy built the 
Rosser Boarding House, now torn down, which stood for a long time 
and served its purpose. Sandy, as a carpenter, was responsible for 
many buildings in the Rosser area. 

Lorenzo and Alice (Busse) 
Lorenzo (Ben) became the blacksmith after Ed Dolsen married 

Mary, Ben's sister, and moved to Strasburg, Saskatchewan. Ben was 
a country fiddler, town constable and a friend to everyone. 

Ben married Alice Busse on June 12, 1912. They had two 
children: Ernest, born March 18, 1913, and Evelyn, born 1916. 

Alice passed away on February 4, 1937. Ben passed away on 
February 17, 1938. 

Evelyn grew up and got her education in Rosser. She went on to 
take nurses training and became a Registered Nurse. Evelyn married 
Melville Bowes of Windsor, Ontario on October 10, 1955. Evelyn 
and Mel adopted two children, Wayne and Lori. Evelyn nursed in 
Windsor and Mel worked for a hearing aid company. Evelyn died in 
1978 of cancer that she had suffered with for a few years. 

ESTher and Ernie Frain 
Susan. Gail and Joey 

Ernie served in the Air Force during World War II, but never saw 
active duty because he had an accident during training and broke 
both his legs. The good thing that came out of that was that his nurse, 
Esther Hollingum, became his bride. Esther was born on October 10, 
1919 in Wawanesa, Manitoba. They were married on June 9, 1941 
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in Brandon, Manitoba. Ernie and Esther had three children: Arthur 
Lorenzo (Joey) who was born on August 22, 1942 in Portage La 
Prairie, Manitoba; Gayle Evelyn, born on April 14, 1949; and Susan 
Alice, born on April 10, 1952, both in St. Boniface. 

In the early years, Ernie and Esther lived in the family home in the 
village and carried on a garage business. Ernie later became a 
journeyman electrician, which took him many places, from The Pas 
to Grand Rapids to Pine Falls and finally to Genpeg, when he had to 
quit work for health reasons. He then moved to Winnipeg. Esther 
died on February 2, 1965 in Winnipeg. Ernie died on August 2, 1978 
of a blood clot in his lung after surgery for a broken hip. 

Their son, Joey, followed in his dad's footsteps and became a 
journeyman electrician. He married Rosalie Kozak of Winnipeg on 
June 4, 1966. Joe and Rose adopted two children: Susan, born 
September 15, 1970, is currently finishing a degree in education at 
the University of Manitoba. Shawn was born on April 25, 1972. Joe 
passed away on December 21, 1974 in Winnipeg from hepatitis. He 
had been employed by Keewatin Community College, in The Pas, 
teaching a part ofthe electrical course. Shortly afterthat Rose, Susan 
and Shawn moved to Winnipeg and have resided there ever since. 

Gayle maITied Jim Sommers of Stonewall on June 8, 1974. They 
have two children: Edward, born on May 23, 1975, and Victoria, 
born on May 11, 1977, both in Winnipeg. Jim worked for a florist 
outfit in Winnipeg and, in 1979, they were transferred to Saskatoon 
where they are still living. 

Susan had moved to Pine Falls with Ernie in 1966 where she 
finished school and, on September 12, 1970, married Gene Lazaruk. 
Gene was employed by his father in the family grocery store. They 
had two daughters, both born in Winnipeg. Lynn Esther was born on 
August 22, 1971 and Joanne Derna, on April 25, 1974. Susan and 
Gene took over the store in May, 1983, where they all work together 
as a family. 

ORVILLE CHARLES AND MARY ISABELL 
FRASER 

O.c. Fraser came to Rosser in 1926 from Winnipeg. He had been 
a foreman in the machine shop of the railway and left that to operate 
a garage in Winnipeg. After two years, his longing for an outdoor life 
led him to farming. He got the Rosser farm in a trade for the 
Winnipeg garage. The farm was located one half mile north of the 
town of Rosser and the family stayed there for 25 years. 

There were four children: Florence, Delores, Orville and Gordon. 
Only Gordon remained to be a farmer. He served in the Army during 
World War II and now lives in Souris. Florence lives in Mesa, 
Arizona and has five children. Delores lives in Winnipeg and has 
two children. Orville served in the Air Force during World War II. 
He had three children and he died in 1988. All of the grandchildren 
have professions. No one took up farming. 

O.c. Fraser died in Chilliwack, British Columbia just before his 
10 I st birthday in 1970. His wife, Mary Isabell, who shared all his 
sorrows and triumphs, died in 1945. 

During the years in Rosser, O.c. Fraser took an active part in 
community life. When a curling rink was considered, a town 
meeting did not seem to settle anything. O.c. Fraser took it upon 
himself to get the lumber and deliver it to the curling rink site. This 
made everyone enthusiastic and the curling rink was built in two 
weeks with everyone lending a helping hand. 

One of the highlights of O.c. Fraser's life was the breeding and 
showing of Clydesdale horses. One horse, Dinah, won many prizes 
at horse shows throughout Canada. O.c. was always helped in these 
efforts by his son, Gordon. 



O.c. Fraser was instrumental in getting the school started in 
Rosser. His children attended the school, driving a horse and sleigh 
in the winter and walking in the summer. When the family moved 
away they often returned to the farm for Christmas and more often 
in the summer when the roads were better. Mary Fraser was a 
wonderful cook and her children and grandchildren particularly 
liked her ice cream. Someone would bring a block of ice on the 
bumper of the car from Winnipeg, Mary would have the cream 
mixture ready and the men would take turns cranking the handle of 
the ice cream freezer, which was packed with ice and salt. It took 
quite a while for the ice cream to be made but, when it was ready, 
everyone lined up with cereal bowls and spoons for the treat. 

During the "flu" epidemic, O.c. Fraser did his best to help 
stricken neighbours. He fed stock, did chores, milked cows and 
brought groceries to families who were all sick. He even kept fires 
burning in these households so the sick people would be able to keep 
warm. This was a very trying time and many people died. 

- Delores Tyler 

FRIESEN 

Henrv and Justina Fall/ilv: Rita Friescn. Irwin Friesen. Lydia Fricscn. Peter 
Dick.' Herta Dick. Hedy Tiliessen. Anne Friescn. George Friesen. Irene Friesen. 
Rudy Friesen, 
Seat cd: Justina Friesen, 

Henry J. and Justina (Warkentin) 

"We arrived ill Winnipeg on July 27,1926, at 7:00 am. After a 
f¥l'o-hour wait we boarded ollr traill alld continued to our destina
tion, Meadows, where we arrived at 10:00 am. III the time spanfrom 
JlIlle 23 to July 27 we had travelled a distance of some 7,000 miles. 
What the future holdsfor liS in Canada only time will tell. We hope 
to find in this big land what was denied liS in the Soviet Union by the 
Communist dictatorship, namely the possibility of making our livillg 
and progressing in spiritual and economic aspects." 

from "Memories From My Life", Henry 1. Friesell 

The writings from which the above excerpt is taken describe in 
detail the dangers and hardships that Henry and Justina experienced 
during and after the Russian Revolution; their decision to emigrate 
to Canada with Justina's family, the Diedrich Warkentins, their 
journey with their ten-month old son, Arnold, and arrival at Meadows; 
their struggles in beginning farming in the 1930' s; their concern for 
their loved ones in the Soviet Union, especially during World War 

II; raising a family of two daughters and four sons; developing a 
successful farming operation in Rosser Municipality; and praise to 
God for providing a home in this great country, Canada, for them and 
their descendants. 

At Meadows they, along with the Warkentin family, lived with 
Jacob and Susan Braun who had immigrated a year earlier. Henry's 
first employment was stooking for Carlsons north of Meadows. In 
the fall of 1926, they moved with the Warkentins to a farm at St. 
Francois Xavier. The're Henry did seasonal work for neighbouring 
farmers. George was born there in December, 1926. 

In the fall of 1928 they acquired a farm at Elm Creek. There they 
experienced and survived drought, grasshoppers and the disas
trously low prices of the Depression years until 1935. During these 
years Irwin, Hedy and Herta were born. In 1935 they moved to the 
Pigeon Lake area where they rented a farm along the Assiniboine 
River. In 1941 they purchased a farm three miles east of Marquette 
in the RM of Woodlands. Rudy was born there in 1942. 

From there they branched out to the Rosser area in 1942, renting 
a farm located two miles west and one mile north of Rosser, SE 15 
and N 1/2 NE 1O-12-IW, from Manitoba Farm Loans Board. 
However they continued to live on their farm at Marquette. They 
subsequently purchased a home in Winnipeg where they spent the 
winter months. This made it possible for the children to attend high 
school and university. 

This farm at Rosser was owned by Manitoba Mortgage and 
Investment Company when the RM of Rosser was incorporated in 
1893. It appears that the first residents were Turnbull brothers, not 
related to the other Turnbulls in the area, in 1900. Other owners were 
R. Wilson, 1904-1906, and Ed and Duncan McDonald, 1907-1940. 

In 1947 they purchased the Rosser farm from the Manitoba Farm 
Loans Board and, in 1953, began a building and tree planting 
program. They sold their home in Winnipeg in 1957 and built a new 
home on the farm and then became full time residents of Rosser. 
They continued to improve their farm yard with plantings: trees, 
evergreens, shrubs, lawns and many flowers. Their efforts were 
recognized in 1967 when their farm was awarded the Birks Dingwall 
Trophy in the Best Farm Grounds Competition sponsored by the 
Manitoba Good Roads Association. 

During the following years, they ran a successful farming operation 
and enjoyed their hobbies of gardening (J ustina) and hunting (Henry). 
They also travelled frequently in Canada, USA and several times to 
Europe. In particular, they enjoyed their growing number of grand
children. A highlight for them was a trip to the Soviet Union in 1978. 
There, in the land of their birth, they met some of their family 
members who had survived the many years of oppression. 

The Friesens sold their farm to their daughter and son-in-law, 
Hedy and Aron Thiessen in 1972. They then purchased a home in 
Winnipeg where they lived their retirement years. They celebrated 
their 60th wedding anniversary in 1984 with their family and many 
relatives and friends. Henry died in 1985 after a long and eventful 
life. Justina is living her twilight years at Bethania Personal Care 
Home in Winnipeg. 

Arnold, their oldest son, was a year old when the Friesens 
immigrated to Canada. He earned a BA degree from the University 
of Manitoba and a CGA designation - Certified General Accountant. 
He worked in various administrative positions and was Assistant 
Director, Administrative Services for Manitoba Community Col
leges at the time of his death in 1976. His widow, Lydia (Dyck) lives 
in Winnipeg. Their children, Tim and Lorene Friesen, with their 
twin daughters, live in Quatar. Arleyta and Ian Lewis, with their 
daughter, live in Calgary, Alberta. Lydia still owns property in the 
RM of Rosser, SE 27-12-IW. 

George, the second son, has BSA and MSc degrees from the 
University of Manitoba and a PhD from Washington State University. 
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He held various teaching and research positions and was research 
scientist at the Agriculture Canada Research Station at Morden until 
his retirement in 1991. He and Anne (Becker) and a daughter, 
Cheryl, live in Morden. Their son, Robert, wife, Dierdre, and 
daughter live in Winnipeg. Randall, Sandra and their two children, 
live in Australia. Wesley lives in Winnipeg. The Friesens owned and 
lived on SE and S 1/2 NE 10-12-1 W for a few years. They still own 
NE 15-12-1 W in the RM of Rosser. 

Irwin, the third son, and wife, Rita, are residents of Rosser. See 
their own story. 

Hedy Thiessen, the oldest daughter, is living on the home farm, 
NE 1O-12-lW. See her own story. 

Herta, the second daughter, and husband, Peter Dick, farm at 
Glenlea. They have three children: Lorie and husband, Gary Friesen, 
with their sons live in Winnipeg. David and Angie live in Winnipeg. 
Lynette and husband, Don Wiens, live in St. Norbert. 

Rudy, the youngest son, has a BArch degree from the University 
of Manitoba. He is a senior partner in Friesen Tokar Reynolds 
architectural firm. He and wife, Irene (Rempel), and their three 
children, Krista, Kenton and Kandis, live in Winnipeg. They also 
own property in the RM of Rosser, SW 27-12-lW. 

- Irwin Friesen 

Irwill alld Margaret Friesen/c/lllily. Stalldillg: Karell alld Dall Gieshrecht 
Seated: Carol.lrwill. Margaret illld Kathy 

Irwin and Margaret "Rita" (Harder) 
Irwin is the third son in the Henry 1. Friesen family. He lived with 

his parents when they took up full time residence in the RM of Rosser 
in 1957. A BSA graduate from the University of Manitoba, he was 
employed with Plant Products Division, Canada Department of 
Agriculture, at that time. During the period 1957-1962 he was also 
a part-time farmer having purchased a portion of his parents farm, 
SW 14-12-1 W. In 1962 he moved to Ottawa where he worked for the 
Canadian Seed Growers' Association. 

In 1964 he married Margaret (Rita) Harder from Winnipeg. 
Margaret grew up in the Pigeon Lake area and then moved to 
Winnipeg with her family. In 1965 they returned to Manitoba and 
took up farming in the RM of Rosser, making their home in 
Winnipeg. In 1968 they purchased their present farm, 9-12-1 W, 
from James Melvin and John Yeaman and became residents of 
Rosser. 

H.J. Barber of Winnipeg owned SE 9 and S 1/2 NE 9-12-1 W at 
the time the RM of Rosser was incorporated in 1893. The first 
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resident of this farm, as found in the municipal records, was John H. 
Biggar who purchased it in 1898. Since he was the first resident, we 
assume that he was the first one to "farm" it, i.e., broke the land, built 
the first buildings and planted the trees. Other owners in the 
following years were A.E. Stratton, 1926; John H. McClary and W. 
Clark, 1929; Rose and Frank McClary, 1932; and James Melvin, 
1946 to 1968. 

The E 1/2 SW 9 and S 1/2 NW 9-12-IW, purchased from John 
Yeaman, was owned by J.J. Caldwell of Winnipeg in 1893. Other 
owners over the years have been the Bank of Ottawa, John B. Monk, 
George Burns, John C. Robertson (1901-1926), National Trust, 
Nick Redekop (1940-1946), John Sowany, Rasmus Faurschou, 
James Roberts (1950-1964, the last resident), and John Yeaman 
(1964-1968). James Melvin and John Yeaman moved to Abbotsford, 
British Columbia in 1968 and have both since passed on. Irwin and 
Margaret purchased several more parcels of land in the following 
years to make up a total of six quarters. 

Besides their farming and seed growing activities, Irwin has been 
involved in community, agricultural and church-related organiza
tions over the years. These include Manitoba Pool committees, 
Rosser Curling Club, Interlake School Division Board. Canadian 
Seed Growers' Association (President 1985-1987), Farm Credit 
Corporation Appeal Board for Manitoba, Flax Council of Canada, 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank, Church Council. 

Irwin and Margaret have three daughters. Karen. born in Ottawa 
in 1965, is a BEd graduate of the University of Manitoba. She was 
married in 1990 to Dan Giesbrecht. They are both teachers at Garden 
Valley Collegiate in Winkler and live in a picturesque setting in the 
Pembina Hills south of Morden. Kathy, born in 1967. is attending the 
University of Manitoba. Carol. born in 1973, is also attending the 
University of Manitoba. 

Irwin and Margaret retired from farming in 1990 and rented the 
land to Larry Thiessen and Mike Leney. Interests at this time include 
Charles wood Mennonite Church, Winnipeg Jets and Winnipeg Blue 
Bombers. 

LARRY AND CAROLINE FRIESEN 

Larry and Caroline moved from Winnipeg to Rosser, SW I 1-12-
IW, in 1979. We added to our family by having two children. Lara 
arrived on August 23,1980; Stuart followed on July 16, 1983. 

Both Lara and Stuart participated in the Tiny Tot program at 
Rosser. Lara attended Grades 1 to 3 at Rosser Elementary. Stuart, on 
the other hand. went from Kindegarten to Grade 3 at Rosser. At this 
time, Lara is entering Grade 7 at Grosse Isle Elementary and Stuart 
will be entering Grade 4. 

Lara enjoys 4-H, some sports and piano. Stuart likes Lego and 
most sports. 

- Caroline Friesen 

JACK AND GRACE FRIGHT 

Jack was born in 1903 in Kent, England and came to Canada with 
his family at the age of nine, and settled in Winnipeg. In 1928 he 
married Grace Lower of Winnipeg. After their marriage he served 
with the Winnipeg Fire Department from 1928 to 1942. Three 
children were born of this marriage: Shirley, Donald and Dennis. In 
1942 Jack terminated his employment with the City of Winnipeg 
and took up employment with the Canadian Pacific Railway. The 
family moved to Woodlands in 1942 where they farmed and Jack 
continued on with the railway. 



Jack and Grace Frighl 

In 1945 the fami1 y moved to the RM of Rosser across from Li ttle 
Mountain School at Inkster Boulevard and Klimpke Road, known 
then as Atkinson Corner. The three children attended school there. 
In May, 1952 they bought the Harry Van Haute dairy farm, three 
miles south of Stony Mountain, where they farmed until May, 1961. 
After selling the farm they moved to Stonewall. 

On June 24, 1961 Jack was accidentally killed in a railway 
accident at Sidney, Manitoba. Grace remained in Stonewall where 
she worked for Jack Boyd at the drug store. She was involved in the 
Anglican Church and other community activities until her death on 
February 17,1981. Both Jack and Grace are buried in the Stonewall 
Cemetery. 

Shirley married Orval Taplin of Argyle in June, 1951. They have 
two daughters, Marlene and Merle. Marlene, widow of the late Terry 
Olson of Woodlands, has two daughters, Tammy and Kimberly. 
Merle works and resides in Winnipeg. 

Donald married Charlotte Hardy of Hudson Bay Junction, Sas
katchewan, and is a supervisor with the Winnipeg Transit. They 
have four daughters: Joan and husband, Ron Enns, and sons, Corey 
and Chad; Brenda; Cathy; and Donna anqhusband, Grant McCecknie, 
and daughter, Angela. They all reside ~n Winnipeg. 

Dennis married Patricia Way of Winnipeg and is Captain with 
the Winnipeg Fire Department. They reside in Stonewall. They have 
two sons: Douglas and wife, Chris (Hepner); Russell and wife, 
Tracey (Smith). They all reside in Winnipeg. 

- Shirley Taplin 

JOHN AND VICTORIA FUTROS 

John and Victoria Futros and family, William, Steve and Rose, 
came to the Rosser District in the spring of 1952 from Dugald, 
Manitoba. They purchased the N 1/2 of 23-12-1 W from Mr. Walter 
Minaker. In 1955 the SW 1/4 of 23-12-1 W was purchased from Mr. 
H.H. Hannah. In 1963 the NE 1/4 27-12-1W was also purchased 
from Mr. H.H. Hannah. They bought more land in 1973 from Mr. 
Peter Boon, being the W 1/20f24-12-1W. 

John. Victoria and S,n'c FlIlros 
Rose Plall 

William was employed by the RM of Rosser in 1966 as a patrol 
operator and worked until 1983. He passed away on July 31, 1984 
at the age of 45. 

Steve attended high school, grades 9 to II, at Grosse Isle 
Consolidated School. In 1956 he enrolled at the Manitoba Institute 
of Technology for a four-year course as an electrician. After several 
years of work at the trade, he returned to full time farming. 

Rose attended Grosse Isle School from grades 3 to 10 and Warren 
Collegiate for grades 11 and 12. She enrolled as an X -ray technician 
at the St. Boniface Hospital and after receiving her diploma moved 
to Freeport, Grand Bahamas, where she worked in the Rand Memorial 
Hospital. On August 14, 1971, Rose married Benjamin Platt of 
Freeport and resided there until 1980. In 1981 Ben and Rose moved 
to Florida. Ben passed away on December 8, 1989. Rose continues 
to live in West Palm Beach, Florida. 

In 1984 the Futroses purchased 139 acres in Lilyfield from Mr. H. 
Lee. In 1985 the land in Rosser was sold to Mr. Eric Lehenbauer. 

GALBRAITH FAMILY HISTORY 

James and Annie (Jamieson) 
In 1881 Mr. James Galbraith left Dundas, Ontario to look for land 

in the west. His wife and family followed in 1882. The land, at that 
time, was divided into scrips. James, Annie and family settled on the 
Tom Hutton farm in the spring of 1882. Later, in 1887, they bought 
a scrip four miles east and half a mile north of Rosser. The first 
seeding was done by hand (broadcast). The broadcast drill was then 
introduced followed by the shoe drill drawn by horses. The grain was 
harvested by binders which tied the sheaves with wire followed later 
by the twine-binder. The grain was hauled to the Hudson Bay Flats 
on the banks of the Assiniboine River, then on to the Hudson Bay 
Mills. Later, the Ogilvie Mills was built and grain was hauled there. 

Mr. Galbraith sold a team of horses to the Winnipeg Fire Hall 
which drew the first hook and ladder in Winnipeg. They sold 
potatoes to the workmen building the CPR double track for 25 cents 
a hundred pound sack. The original line was operating from Winni
peg to Portage via Stonewall from September to December in 1881. 

James and Annie Galbraith had four sons, Ross, Rolly, Robert 
and Jack, and a daughter, Mabel, who married Bert Minaker of 
Rosser. Ross married Maggie and lived in Vancouver. They had 
three daughters: Dorothy, Mabel and Annie. They lived in Burnaby, 
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British Columbia where they had a furniture moving business. Jack 
married Essie Pollock. They had one son, Norman, and lived in 
Creiman, Saskatchewan. Essie died of TB when Norman was a 
baby. Rolly, a bachelor, lived in Vancouver, British Columbia. 
Robert married Elizabeth Taylor. Elizabeth was from Armagh, 
Lower Cough, County Tyrone, Ireland and came to Canada in 1903. 
She worked for the Ryan family at Carman, Manitoba. 

James alld Allllie Galhraith 

James Galbraith was a councillor for the Municipality of Rosser 
and also a trustee for the Rosser School #594 in 1890. He was also 
known for the sheep that he raised. James and Annie, with sons Ross 
and Rolly, sold the farm in 1911 to Mr. Nanton of Winnipeg and 
moved to Vancouver where they went into the furniture moving 
business. James died in 1927 and Annie died in 1935. 

Robert and Elizabeth (Taylor) 
Robert Brown Galbraith was born June 7, 1875 at Dundas, 

Ontario. He came to the Rosser area with his parents, three brothers 
and one sister in 1882. He was one of the first pupils to attend Rosser 
School #594 at its inception. He was 15 years old and completed 
Grade IV. He acquired a memory for numbers and could calculate 
solutions in his head quicker than someone writing numbers to 
calculate grain and farming figures. 

He married Elizabeth Taylor of Lower Cough, County Tyrone, 
Ireland in 1908. They purchased the Dave Minorgan farm, two and 
one-half miles east of Rosser Village in 1909. They resided on this 
property until their passing: Elizabeth in December, 1954 and 
Robert in March, 1955. 

They had three sons: Samuel James, William Ross, Robert 
Durward; and one daughter, Winnifred Anne. Sam and Bill farmed 
with their father. Sam remained on the home farm until his death in 
1968. Bill's eldest son, Bruce, purchased the farm in 1969 and still 
resides on this property. Bob worked in Calgary and Vancouver and 
has retired in Abbotsford, British Columbia. 

Lizzie, as mother was known, took an active part in the church, 
Women's Institute and Boys and Girls Clubs. She was the first 
women trustee at East Rosser School #594 in 1925. Mother was 
called on to make the "coffee" at social events at both East Rosser 
and Rosser Village dances and community gatherings. 

There were always tasty lunches, as I remember each woman 
tried to outdo the other in bringing their newest, tastiest cakes to be 
sampled at socials. Mother was famous for her "cream puffs". Of 

326 

course, there was no artificial cream, it was "real" cream, milked, 
separated and whipped right at home. 

Lizzie took her cream, butter and eggs into Rosser for her 
spending money. It was an afternoon to visit her friends. She drove 
her horse and buggy or cutter. Ince was her first horse, then Billy. 
Billy accidentally plunged through a snowdrift and punctured his 
stomach, dying a few hours later in a stable in Rosser. This was the 
last horse mother drove. She kept the shoes from her horses over the 
parlour archway at home. 

Mother always enjoyed her handwork, knitting and crocheting, 
especially embroidery. She was usually on hand to help quilt for 
community projects. 

Dad carried on his farming with pride and joy in the early days. 
The days were long on the farm; five o'clock in the morning to feed 
the horses before the field work began for the day. Dad's fields of 
ruby wheat were admired by many. He hauled his wheat to Ogilvie 
Mills in Winnipeg by team and sleigh in the winter. He would leave 
at four am and return by supper time to prepare for the next day's trip. 
The harness was always polished, bright and shiny and well main
tained. He had great pride in the horses being well brushed and fed. 
Dad was an experienced farrier. Barley was hauled to Canada Malt 
in Winnipeg. 

Most of the farms carried on mixed farming - a few pigs, 
chickens, turkeys and cattle. The women were the gardeners. Can
ning kept the cupboards well stocked with vegetables and fruit from 
one season until the next. 

Rohert alld Eli:abeth Galhraith with grallddaughter. Jallice Galhraith 

Herb Tyler threshed for the Galbraiths. He brought his crew of 12 
men with their bunk house and usually, weather cooperating, the 
grain would be in the bin in three days time. Dad had his own 
wagons, rack and teams to pull the loads of sheaves to be forked into 
the separator. The wagon box of grain was hauled to the granaries 
and shovelled into the bins. 

Bill wired and installed a battery-operated lighting plant in the 
house in the '30s. What an improvement that was over the coal-oil 
lamp for the winter evenings. We had one battery radio with 
headphones. We had to take turns listening to hockey and Sam 
particularly liked western music. 

Electricity came to Rosser in 1948-49 and this was such an 
advance for radios, lights and appliances. Dad bought a Moffat 
electric range. Looked great in the kitchen - but Mother preferred the 



results from the wood stove for her baking. She never did use the 
electric stove very often, even in hot weather. 

In 1935, Robert bought Ed Ryan's 1931 Chevrolet 1-1/2 ton 
truck. This was his first vehicle. Bill was the driver and the grain was 
hauled to Winnipeg in much shorter time. Bill and Sam baled straw 
in the winter and hauled it to Winnipeg to the dairies. 

In 1939, Robert bought a 1937 Plymouth car. He and Sam got 
their driver's licences. Both men were no race car drivers, but always 
got to their destination and home without a mishap. 

In 1926, threshing machines were replaced on some farms by 
combines. Robert never had confidence in swathers and combines. 
During the '40s, Bill and Sam took over the fanning and modern 
methods. 

During the early years, after James and Annie Galbraith moved 
to Vancouver, Robert and Lizzie spent the winters at the coast. Mr. 
and Mrs. Law looked after the farm. Lizzie always liked Vancouver 
and Victoria. In 1952, two years before she passed away, we spent 
three months together in Vancouver. Doug, then one and a half, and 
Roberta, nine, also enjoyed the warm winter weather at the coast. 
Mother passed away December 28, 1954. Dad suffered a stroke and 
passed away March 18, 1955. 

- Winnifred Laing 
Robert Durward and Thelma (Greenwood) 

Robert Durward (Bob) Galbraith was born on August25, 1924 at 
E 1/2 4-12-lE, Rosser, Manitoba. Bob attended East Rosser and 
Rosser Schools. He served in the RCAF from October, 1943 to 
January, 1946. 

Bob married Thelma Greenwood on June 14, 1947 and they have 
two daughters, Janice Lynne and Barbara Joan. 

Back Roll': Geojji'ey, Roh, Janice, Boh, Thelma, Barbara and Darrell 
From Row: Katherine, Ryan and Mathew 

Janice lives in Calgary, Alberta. She is married to Rob McCaghren 
and has two children, Geoffrey and Katherine, by a previous 
marriage. 

Barbara lives in Abbotsford, British Columbia and is married to 
Dr. Darell Munro. They have two children, Mathew and Ryan. 

Bob started work in 1946 with Strong Scott Ltd., in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba and was transferred to Calgary, Alberta in 1949. He was 
again transferred, to Vancouver, British Columbia, in 1971 and 
eventually left the company in 1976. He joined Industrial Equipment 
Co. Ltd. in 1976 in Vancouver and retired in 1988 from full time 
work. At that time he became an agent for Dorssers Inc., Blenheim, 

Ontario, for Pellet Mill Dies and Roller Shells used in the manufacture 
of animal feeds. 

Thelma worked in the Personnel Department of Wood wards Ltd. 
in West Vancouver until retirement in 1988. In 1990, Bob and 
Thelma moved to Abbotsford, British Columbia where they now 
reside. 

Salll Galhraith 

Samuel James 
Samuel James Galbraith 

was the eldest son of Robert 
and Elizabeth Galbraith. He 
attended East Rosser School. 
He enjoyed playing the gui
tar, mandolin and banjo and 
also played at dances, He 
farmed with his father and, 
later, with Bill until he passed 
away in 1968. He loved west
ern music and looking after 
his big horses. 

William Ross and Muriel (Kilgour) 
William Ross Galbraith bought the Wetherelt farm from Belle 

Wetherelt in 1946. In 1948, he married Muriel Kilgour, a teacher at 
East Rosser School. They moved to a farm one mile east and half a 
mile north of the school in the spring of 1950. 

They had three children: William Bruce, Marilyn Mae and 
Robert Ross. They attended East Rosser, Rosser, Grosse Isle and 
Warren schools. 

Bill carried on farming in the Rosser area with his brother, Sam 
and, in later years, with his sons, Bruce and Ross. He served on the 
School Board at Rosser for six years. Muriel belonged to various 
church groups and taught 4-H for five years. 

WR, Galhraith Family 
Back Row: Bryan, Susan, Chris, Bruce, Patrick, 
Middle Row: Muriel, Marilyn, Bel', Ross 
Front Roll': Kevin, Bill, Kirsten 
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William Bruce and Susan (Verity) 
William Bruce Galbraith, son of William and Muriel Galbraith, 

attended East Rosser, Rosser and Warren schools. He belonged to 
the Rosser Boy's Club, 4-H and Hi-C young people groups. After 
graduation he bought the Galbraith home fann, 4-12-1 E. He farmed 
with his father and worked in the city during the winter. 

In 1972, he married Susan Verity, daughter of Charles and Mary 
Verity of Winnipeg. They have three sons: Christopher Kimberley 
Bruce, William Patrick and Bryan Charles. They are attending 
school in Warren. 

The family is active in curling at Rosser in the winter months. 
They have had many trips throughout Manitoba with their children 
participating in many baseball, football and curling championships. 

Susan, on her own, has many successes in her horsemanship. 
Many trophies and ribbons show her love of horses in Western, 
English and Dressage work. Her ability as a seamstress has kept the 
family well attired and also wedding gowns and dresses have seen 
her needle. 

The boys now are a great help on the farm hopefully to be 
potential farmers. Bruce and Susan have entertained faIm tour 
groups from around the world and a few young men on student 
exchange from other countries have stopped by. 

Marilyn Mae and Robert Stewart 
Marilyn Mae Galbraith, daughter of William and Muriel Galbraith, 

attended East Rosser, Rosser and Warren schools. She belonged to 
4-H, Rosser Choir, United Church and taught Sunday School. She 
attended Success and Angus Business Colleges; then worked at 
Eaton's and Manitoba Telephone Systems. 

In 1974, she and her friend, Catherine Scott (now McLaren), took 
a four-month tour of Europe and Britain. She loves to travel and has 
visited her relatives on both the east and west coasts. On leaving 
MTS, she worked at the Harris Sewing Centre where she enjoyed 
selling and taking sewing courses. After a few years, she returned 
and now works at MTS. Marilyn still enjoys doing crafts and sewing 
lounging garments in her spare time. 

In 1991 she took a leave of absence for the summer. She took and 
passed a course for a Class One Driver's Licence then drove, and 
assisted in driving, 18-wheelers throughout Canada and the United 
States for TransX Transport of Winnipeg. 

In 1979 she married Peter Husak of Gordon, Manitoba. They 
were divorced in 1991. She and Bob Stewart, son of Charles and 
June Stewart of Lilyfield, were recently married. They now have a 
new home in Stonewall which they share with Cameron, IS, and Ian, 
12, children of Bob's previous marriage. 

Robert Ross and Beverly Ann (Alpers) 
Robert Ross Galbraith, youngest son of William and Muriel 

Galbraith, attended Rosser, Grosse Isle and Warren schools. He 
graduated in 1976. He worked at Oakwood Audio and B.A. Robinson 
Co. Ltd. and was a "Music Man" for many years. 

In 1982, he graduated from Red River College with a diploma in 
Instrumentation Technology. He was employed with Grandview 
Industries, selling plastic pipe, and is currently employed with 
Canron West Pipe, a plastic pipe manufacturer, in Winnipeg. 

He married Beverly Ann Alpers from Whitemouth, daughter of 
Lois and Burton Alpers, and they reside in Winnipeg. They have two 
children, Kirsten Ann and Kevin Ross. 

In his school years, Ross enjoyed playing hockey and now plays 
hockey in an adult hockey league in the city. Bev is an avid artist, 
painting pictures and numerous advertising posters. She enjoys 
sewing, crafts, curling and volunteering at her children's school, 
Tyndall Park Community School. 

328 

Winnifred Galbraith Laing 
I was born on March 9,1917, in the house two and a half miles 

east of Rosser Village that was my home until 1937. I attended 
Rosser School #594 which was located one mile from our home for 
grades one to eight. My teachers were Irene Jackson, grades one to 
four; and Gertrude Selden, later Mrs. Roy Anderson, grades four to 
eight. I attended Rosser Village School: Marion Romanche was my 
teacher for grades nine to ten; Anna Switzer, later Mrs. Norman 
Corbett, for grade eleven. I took Grade XII correspondence from the 
Manitoba Correspondence School, then during 1937-1938 I at
tended Manitoba Normal School in Winnipeg. 

Taking the train from Rosser at 4:00 p.m., I took piano lessons in 
Winnipeg from Georgie Lockhart at the Ashcroft Studio on 
Broadway. One of my cousins, the Kirkpatricks, often met me to see 
a show after my lesson. Nostalgia sets in as I view the "old movies" 
on TV starring Bob Hope, Clark Gable, Myrna Loy, Betty Grable, 
Errol Flynn, Edward G. Robinson, Cary Grant, John Wayne, and 
many movie idols of my childhood. On these occasions my delights 
included having waffles in the Picardy Store on Broadway for 
supper, Grandma Kirkpatrick's Irish soup and apple dumplings 
made the old fashioned way - tied in a bag and boiled. I returned 
home by train to Rosser at 9:20 p.m. and generally Mother met me 
with horse and buggy, or cutter in the winter. We always had lots of 
fur robes and blankets to keep us warm. 

During the twenties we attended church at Rosser School #594 
for a few years. Reverend Rennie was our interdenominational 
minister. He brought soloists and guest speakers from Winnipeg 
each Sunday. The annual church picnic was a day to look forward to 
each year. When the Presbyterian and Methodist churches united we 
then attended the United Church in Rosser. I taught Sunday School 
and played the pump organ at the church. 

Edgar and Winnifi'cd Laing (inset) 
Derek. Glcl/da. ShaH'na. Melanie 
Charily. Kris/CII and Doug 

Evenings during the twenties and thirties were spent visiting 
neighbours, playing croquinole or checkers. Sometimes the kitchen 
was turned into a dance hall - square dances were great fun. The 
Galbraith and S.J. Walkerfamilies spent Christmas and New Years 
together, each taking their turn at preparing the dinner. I recall those 
beautiful sleigh rides. Dad always put bells on the team and the 
northern lights were dancing and bright as we would return home 
after a happy gathering. 

During my teen years, as a member of an orchestra that played for 
the dances in both East Rosser and Rosser Village School, I played 



piano - chorded mostly - joining Jim Lindsay on accordion, Barney 
MacManus on drums, Wilbur Mulligan on bones and violin, Sam 
Galbraith on banjo, and Jimmy Simpson on violin. Wejustmetat the 
dances and played with no previous practices. Our music must have 
been okay as everyone seemed to have a great time at those socials. 
Often I would have preferred to be on the dance floor but the $2 
reward for sitting at the piano gave me spending money when I went 
to Winnipeg. 

I taught school for two years, 1937 -1939, in the Stonewall district 
at Phipps School, five miles south of the town. There were 33 pupils 
in the school, grades one to nine. I walked one and a half miles to the 
school from my boarding place. In those days the snow was eight 
feet high on Highway No.7 from the snowplows and I was forced 
to walk on top as it was only one lane of traffic in many spots. I was 
janitor as well as teacher. During those two years I met Douglas 
Laing, a fur rancher in the Stonewall area. Needless to say that was 
the highlight of my teaching career as we were married November 
18, 1939. Our wedding was held in the United Church in Rosser. It 
had been 38 years since a wedding was held in this church. Florence 
Minorgan, Mrs. Fred Corbett, lived on the same farm as I had and 
was married in this building when it was a Presbyterian Church. 

Our daughter, Roberta, was born on November 10, 1942. Douglas 
Laing Jr., was born on August 24, 1951. Two weeks after his birth, 
Douglas Sr. was killed in his own airplane on the farm where we 
resided. I had worked beside Doug in the ranch but, on professional 
advice, decided to forfeit the fur ranch and plan another career. In 
September, 1952 I moved into the town of Stonewall. I then took up 
hairdressing, something that had fascinated me and gave me the 
advantage of working in my own home, caring for my two children 
myself. I had a busy life in this work until 1957. 

I had spent two summers holidaying in Calgary. I met Edgar 
Laing, who was a cousin to my first husband, during this time. We 
married on March 9, 1957 and moved to Carstairs, Alberta to again 
return to farm life. Darrell was born on March 22, 1958. We carried 
on mixed farming with grain and a cattle operation. We sold out in 
1981 and moved to Bear Canyon in the Peace River area of Alberta, 
once again to a farm. I have become very attached to this district. We 
have the Clear River to the east, the Peace River to the south, Killam 
Creek to the west and our location is very private, beautiful and 
peaceful. Darrell and Doug farm and ranch in the area with us. 

We have seven grandchildren that keep our interests current. 
Roberta and her husband, Neale Williams, have two boys, Dan and 
Scott. They live in Calgary, Alberta. Doug and Glenda have two 
girls, Shawna and Charity. They live here in Bear Canyon. Darrell 
and Diana have two girls, Melanie and Kristin, and one boy, Derek. 
They also live in Bear Canyon. 

We belong to the Silver and Gold Group in Bear Canyon and 
enjoy our evenings playing cribbage, shuffleboard, carpet bowling 
and floor curling. I have the honour of being the pianist for the group. 
We have attended two Alberta Senior Games events: Camrose, in 
1984; and Grande Prairie, in 1986, playing horseshoes. We have not 
won medals but it is a reunion of old friends as well as meeting many 
new ones. 

I have many happy memories of my early years in the Rosser area. 
At the present, we hope to remain in our home in the Peace River 
area. I am once again enjoying the northern lights. They are very 
beautiful during the winter months and we can actually hear them 
snap and crackle. 

TI1e l1Qppiest moments my 11ead knows 
are those in wl1ic/7 it is pouring /od/7 
its alfections to a lew esteemed charactel·s. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON 

THE GAMEY FAMILY 

Joseph and Madeleine Gamby originally emigrated from belgium 
in 1913 and 1914, respectively, and were married in La Salle, 
Manitoba in 1921. They moved to the Rosser area in February, 1924 
with their first son. Albert, who was two. Their second son, 
Julian, was born in June of that year. 

The original homestead was adjacent to the fann of] ules Remmery, 
who was Joseph and Madeleine'S brother-in-law. They decided to 
move to Rosser because their brother-in-law offered half his dairy 
barn and it was close to the City of Winnipeg to ship the milk. They 
originally purchased 5 acres of prairie and 32 milk cows with 
proceeds from the sale of their grain farm machinery and horses. 

In June, 1924 they built their first house. They lived in this house 
only four weeks when a fire was caused by a pot of jam which boiled 
over on the stove. At the time, Madeleine and Joe were milking in 
the barn with two-month old Julian in his carriage. Albert, who was 
asleep in the house, had fortunately just learned to crawl out of his 
crib. Joe found him on the floor beside his crib and both escaped. Not 
one single item was saved. 

The family moved into the second home in October of that year. 
The home consisted of three bedrooms, a large kitchen, and a full 
basement. Joe built the cupboards for the new house. 

Albert and Julian walked to Ulster School which was only one 
tenth of a mile away. The teachers often used to board at Madeleine 
and Joe's. Miss Beatrice Kenny boarded for four years and paid 
$12.00 per month. Joe and Madeleine were active in the school 
district. Joe was one of the three trustees along with Paul Grenkow 
and Charles VanSteelant. Madeleine was school secretary for six 
years. 

In 1926, they built a temporary barn with a straw roof. The first 
permanent barn was built in 1928, and was 102 feet long. Another 
80 feet were added in 1944. The barn is still being used today. 

Lots oflabour was required in the early days. Joe's brother, John, 
and one hired hand plus an extra for haying helped to get the farm 
going. Initially, all of the hay was made at the bog, IS miles north of 
the farm, past Stony Mountain. The hay was put up in the bog and 
stacked. Overthe winter they would go with a team of horses to pick 
up feed for the cattle. John would leave at 5:30 a.m. and sometimes 
return with no hay due to the fact he could not find the haystacks in 
a storm. 

Milk from the dairy.was shipped daily to Crescent Creamery in 
Winnipeg. Two teams of horses were used alternating on different 
days. The original cans were dropped off at the CPR Orpa sidingjust 
east of the farm. The train came every second day and would stop to 
pick up passengers at 10:00 a.m. and would return at 5:30 p.m. If they 
missed the train back to Orpa, it was a long cold walk home in the 
dark. 

The Gamby's first truck was a Chevrolet half-ton purchased in 
March, 1928. It was used to haul the milk to Winnipeg every day, and 
bring back a few bags of feed which cost only $9.00 per ton for the 
cows. Their first car was a Nash bought in 1930. 

While the mode of transportation improved, the roads left a lot to 
be desired. Washouts were common on Highway No.7 and on 
Rosser Road. Joe was hired by the local councillor, Jack Stewart, to 
repair and grade the roads in various years throughout the 1930's. 
Joe won a $1 0 gold piece for having the best graded mile on Highway 
No.7. The night that he won the gold piece. they held a banquet at the 
Fort Garry Hotel. He decided to go along with the crowd and smoke 
a cigar even though he didn't smoke. He came home as white as a 
ghost. The gold coin was later spent on a "rainy day". 

As the farm prospered, the Gambys continued to purchase more 
land and more cows. Their first tractor was purchased in 1934, an 
International Harvester, bought from Mr. Percy Beachell in Rosser. 
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In 1935 they bought their first threshing machine and started to grow 
their own grain. 

The first power on the farm was available in 1941 with the 
construction of a windcharger. It charged 16 batteries on windy 
days. These batteries powered the electric milking machines. How
ever, if there was no wind, they had to milk the cows by hand! The 
first milk bulk tank and a barn cleaner were installed in 1957. 
Improvements to this equipment have been made since. As the dairy 
operation was the heart of the farm, the family recognized the need 
of high quality feed. Theirs was one of the first hay sheds built in the 
municipality in 1954. 

The first few years there was little time for anything but work. 
Madeleine and Joe eventually started playing cards with Fred and 
Marie Klimpke. They attended St. Mary's Cathedral in Winnipeg, 
when they made milk deliveries and eventually became members at 
St. Joseph's church in Stony Mountain. They became quite active in 
the Belgian Club in the late 1930's. 

Albert and Julian both worked on the farm all their lives. While 
on a buying trip for cows, Albert met his future bride, Henriette 
Tognet of Haywood, Manitoba. They were married on June 14, 
1947. Julian eventually married her sister, Bernadette Tognet, on 
November 23, 1954. The young wives were also actively involved 
in the work on the farm, often going out to milk or pitch hay bales 
in summer. 

In the spring of 1963, the farm was without power for 36 hours 
when a severe ice storm hit the area. All members of the families 
milked and watered, by hand, the 70 head of dairy cattle. When the 
milk truck came to pick-up the milk, it had to be poured down the 
sewer because the refrigeration equipment had no power to operate. 

Albert and Henriette had four children: Joseph, December, 1948; 
George, November, 1950; Shirley-Anne, December, 1953; and 
Andre, February, 1959. Andre and Joseph both reside on the original 
homestead. George and Shirley-Anne reside in Winnipeg. 

Today, the original farm is operated by Joseph Gamby and his 
father, Albert. Joseph, George and Andre all own farmland within 
the municipality and farm it in conjunction with the homestead. 

Albert's main hobby from the 1960's to the 1980's was the 
buying and selling of cattle and horses. At times, the farm looked like 
the Winnipeg stockyards. On numerous occasions the neighbours 
were called to ask if they had seen a dozen horses go by. Albert 
passed away in December, 1992. 

Julian and Bernadette also had four children: Janine, July, 1956; 
Lucille, January, 1959; Denise, February, 1962; and Jacqueline, 
January, 1965. All the children reside in Winnipeg. Julian still 
farms his acreage of grain and hay land. He has also taken up 
woodworking and produces not only picnic tables and similar 
articles, but replicas of the machines used on the farm in the early 
years. 

Joseph Gamby passed away in October, 1977. Madeleine resides 
in Winnipeg and celebrated her 94th birthday on March 6, 1992. She 
has eight grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren. 

The original farm is still in operation. In all the years that the 
Gambys lived in Rosser, there was only one crop failure due to a very 
dry year. The Red River gumbo soil found in Rosser is a stubborn 
s~il to work in extremely dry or wet conditions. Yet, it has always 
yielded good crops. So too, the stubbornness, perseverance and hard 
work of the original Gambys resulted in a fine homestead which was 
the basis for the comfortable lifestyles they all enjoy today. 

- by Madeleine, George & Carol Gamby 
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Time drawetl1 wn'l1kles in a fair face, 
but addetl1 fresl? colors to a fast /r-ie;1L-/, 
wlll'cll neitlwr Iwat, nor cold, 

nor misery, nor place, 
nor destiny, can alter or diminisl1. 

JOHN LYLY 

THE GEFREITER STORY 

Erwin and I moved to the Rosser district at the beginning of 
September, 1964. We had been living with my parents at McCreary, 
Manitoba, but it was now time to be on our own again. 

I had come out of the hospital at McCreary a few days earlier after 
giving birth of our youngest son, Dale. Mavis, our oldest, had come 
to Rosser earlier to start school. She stayed with her uncle and aunt, 
Fred and Olga Lange, and started her first term with her cousins, 
Kathy and Martin. 

We moved into a home owned by Mr. Fred Krym. It was beautiful 
living in the country. We had a huge garden and there was lots of 
room for the kids to play. 

When the teacher at Meadows School left at Christmas-time the 
following year, I started teaching there. I was there for a year and a 
half - the last teacher at that school. 

Mavis learned to bake at Rosser. On weekends she would bake 
cookies for our lunches for the following week. 

Barry was a big boy - always big for his age. We had a golden 
retriever dog. If Barry was going where he shouldn't, the dog would 
push him over and sit on him. Barry was about four at the time. 

The winters we were in Rosser weren't too bad - not too much 
snow. I remember talking to Fred Krym one day, commenting how 
we didn't have the snow and the high drifts that he remembered 
when growing up. Shortly after that we had that March blizzard of 
1966. There was a row of evergreens on the north side of the yard 
and, after that storm, only about a foot of the tree tops were showing. 
Mavis, Barry and Dale really had fun playing on those snowbanks 
while they lasted. 

At the end of April in 1967 we moved to Stonewall. The school 
at Meadows was closing and I was taking over one of the Grade Two 
rooms in Stonewall. The first Monday of May we had another snow 
storm. It was on iny first day driving to Meadows from Stonewall 
and I wasn't sure of the road. The visibility was bad. I took a wrong 
turn at Warren and ended up in a farmer's yard north of Stonewall 
- a first trip I never forgot. 

I continued teaching in Stonewall until my health failed in 1973 
and have been unable to work since. 

Mavis and Barry finished school in Stonewall. Mavis has her own 
accounting office in Winnipeg. She has been married since 1980 and 
has given me my two wonderful grandchildren. Her husband, Paul, 
was a long distance trucker. He is now working in the office at 
Arnold Brothers Transport. 

Barry has done a number of things but has spent most of his time 
in the trucking industry. He is presently living in northern Alberta. 

Dale took his high school education at Selkirk Comprehensive 
School where he took mechanics. He then went into the trucking 
field. He spent eight years as a long distance driver. He is now living 
in Winnipeg. 

I am living in Lion's Manor, in Stonewall, where I moved at the 
end of December, 1989. I am living here with my mother, Mrs. 
Jennie James of McCreary, Manitoba. She has lived with me since 
my father's death in 1979. 

- Emily James Gefreiter _ 



RON AND CAROL GENDZELEVICH 

Ron grew upon a farm in the Dugald area of Manitoba. He studied 
agriculture at the University of Manitoba and went to work for 
Cargill Grain Ltd. upon graduation. Carol was born and raised in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Carol moved to Saskatoon, Saskatchewan to become a 
veterinarian. Ron followed her there after they were married in 1984. 

Being homesick for family and friends, they returned to Mani
toba in 1990, settling in the Municipality of Rosser. Ron now works 
for A&M Soils as plant manager. They have two children, Gary and 
Bryan. 

THE GEORGISON FAMILY 

In 1912, Nicholas GeOI'gison, born in Bukovina, Roumania, 
immigrated to Canada. Aksenia Pelaschuk from Wolyna, Ukraine 
came to Canada in 1923. Shortly after their marriage on January 26, 
1930, they purchased some land in Old Kildonan on Templeton 
Avenue. 

They were in partnership with Steve Juran as market gardeners. 
Slowly they expanded their land holdings. They also started to raise 
chickens and turkeys and eventually cattle. In the early 1950's, they 
bought Steve Juran's share of the farm. 

Nicholas and Aksenia Georgisons' children were Daniel, Roy, 
Sydney and Anthony. As the years passed, Daniel and Roy got 
married. Daniel stayed on the farm while Roy moved to the city. 
Daniel had three children: Louise, Judy and Sandra. 

Because of the lack ofland in Old Kildonan, Nicholas and two of 
his sons, Daniel and Anthony, decided to invest in a new place. In 
1962, they purchased 540 acres of land, 33-12-2E, in Rosser, which 
was owned by Sam Steele. It was known in the area as the Old 
Bergen Place. Beautiful spruce trees surrounded the yard site. 

Anthony and a hired hand, Joe Roy, moved into the old dilapi
dated house on the property. The dairy barn was built that summer. 
On September 1 st, they started shipping milk from their new 
location. In the spring of 1963, Daniel also moved to the farm. 

Nicholas Georgison helped his sons make hay and take care ofthe 
cattle. He was very pleased with the progress of the new farm. In 
January 1964, he passed away at the age of 70 years. 

In 1970, Anthony Georgison married Irene Lamoureux from 
Transcona. Although Irene was raised in the city, she adapted well 
to farm life. She raised chickens, grew a garden and occasionally 
helped in the barn. They have six children: David, John, Kathleen, 
Denis, Ryan and Anthony Jr. 

AllthollY alld Dalliel Georgisoll (their 
dairy/ann ill background) 

In 1991, Daniel Georgison 
retired from farming. He has 
three children, Louise is cur
rently living in St. Vital. 
Judy, married in 1974 to Earl 
Walsh, is living in Berwich, 
Ontario. Sandra, married in 
1987 to Ed Staub, is presently 
living at Gordon, Manitoba. 

David Georgison, the old
eset son of Anthony and 
Irene, is continuing the dream 
of his grandfather, Nicholas, 
his uncle, Daniel, and his 
father, Anthony, as a third 
generation dairy farmer. 

John, the second child of Anthony and Irene, is finishing high 
school at Stonewall Collegiate this year and is planning to go to 
university in the fall. Kathleen is in Grade Nine and Denis, Ryan and 
Anthony Jr. are attending Stony Mountain Elementary School. 

Aksenia Georgison, 81 years old, still lives close to the old 
homestead in old Kildonan with her son, Sydney. 

Back Roll': John. David and Kathleen 
Ryan. Anthony Sr .. Alllhony Jr., Irene and Dennis 

GIESBRECHT 

Jake came to Rosser in the early fall of 1933 to manage the 
Argue Bros. Farm at 26-11-1 W. He married Minnie Peters in 
December, 1933. While at Rosser they had three children: 
Vincent, Irene and Victor. Two more children were born in 
Winnipeg, Barbara and Barry. 

Jake and Minnie moved to the Stonewall area in 1940 and then 
to Winnipeg in 1941. Jake passed away in 1954; Minnie in 1993. 

In 1939 Vincent had a serious accident. One of the Blair boys 
drove them to the General Hospital in Winnipeg as there was no 
other transportation. Vincent is now an electrician for the provin
cial government. Victor is a policeman with the City of 
Winnipeg. 

Irene Tyerman presently lives with her husband in Salmon 
Arm, British Columbia. Barbara Campbell lives in Stonewall, 
and Barry resides in Sorrento, British Columbia. 

Jake and Millnie Giesbrecht at 
Rosserj(mn 
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JULES GRANGER FAMILY 

Jules and Yvette were both born, raised and educated in Letellier, 
Manitoba. Jules also attended St. Boniface College. They were 
married in 1956 at Letellier and remained there for one year while 
Jules was employed by the transfer there. 

Jules purchased and operated St. Jean Transfer. It was during 
their nine year stay at St. Jean that their two sons, Daniel and Yvon 
were born. 

That transfer was sold and the Grangers accepted employment 
with N .M. Paterson, arriving in Marquette in 1966. Jules and Yvette 
were active in all community endeavors. The nine years passed 
quickly and they moved again. This time to St. Vital although Jules 
is still in the grain buying business employed by Pool elevators at 
their Bergen outlet. Yvette is employed at K-Mart in Southdale. 
Their sons are still attending school. 

ALFRED GREEN FAMILY 

Alfred and Meta (Wedge) 
Alfred Green was born on June 7,1897 in Wolliston, Counties of 

Worcester and Stafford in England. Alfred came to Canada at the age 
offour with his parents, Fred and Mary Ann Astbury, sister, Emily, 
and brothers, Lawrence, George and Harry. The family settled in the 
Kirkfield Park area. 

Meta Wedge was born on September 14, 1899 in Balmoral, 
Manitoba to Thomas and Ann Wedge. The family moved to the East 
Rosser district when Meta was an infant. 

On August 11, 1920 Alfred Green married Meta Wedge in a quiet 
ceremony in Winnipeg, performed by Rev. R.O. Armstrong. Alfred 
and Meta had two sons - Allen, born July 10, 1921 in Winnipeg 
and Harold, born May 12, 1923 in Winnipeg - and two daughters 
- Anna, born April 23, 1925 and Doreen, born August 18, 1930. 

The family resided in the East Rosser district most of their lives, 
moving into Rosser Village in April, 1946 when they purchased the 
home formerly owned by Mrs. Alma MacKenzie. 

In the fall of 1946, after the death of Granddad Wedge, Grandma 
Wedge and Nell made their home with Alfred and Meta. 

Alfred operated the Rosser Transfer which he purchased from the 
Orton Bergey Estate. 

In April of 1943, Allen Green married Louise Bartali of Winnipeg. 
They had a daughter, Donna Ann, and a son, Lome Allen. 

Anna Green married Frank Somers of De loraine on July 18, 1947 
in Brandon. They had one son, David Allen, born July 9, 1948 in 
Deloraine Memorial Hospital. 

David married Joanne Kirton in Calgary in July, 1971. They had 
one son, Dana Robert, born March 27, 1975. David moved back to 
Brandon where he joined the Brandon City Police Force. On August 
IS, 1987 David married Wendy Buhler. They live on a farm outside 
Brandon where they own horses and board other horses. David and 
Wendy attend a number of horse shows during the summer where 
they take prizes for showing their horses. 

Frank was manager of Riverview Homes in Brandon before his 
retirement. Anna was employed with the Alcoholic Foundation of 
Manitoba for twenty years before she retired. Anna passed away 
July 16, 1991 at her residence in Brandon after a short battle with 
cancer. Her ashes were interred in the family plot in Lilyfield 
Cemetery. 

In June, 1950 Harold married Flora Conquergood in the Lilyfield 
United Church. They took up residence in Winnipeg where Harold 
was employed as a bus driver for the Winnipeg Electric Company; 
laterthe name was changed to the Winnipeg Transit Company. Flora 
passed away October 27, 1961 and is buried in the Lilyfield 
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Cemetery. On May 18, 1963 Harold married Marie Deibert. They 
resided in Transcona and had two daughters, Ann Margaret and 
Leisa Marie. Harold passed away suddenly on September 20, 1976 
and is buried in the family plot in Lilyfield Cemetery. 

On August 15, 1959 Doreen became the bride of Melvin Arthur 
Mulligan in a ceremony at the Warren United Church with Dr. P.N. 
Murray officiating. Melvin is the eldest son of Kenneth and Dorothy 
Mulligan. They took up residence in Winnipeg where both were 
employed. 

On May 28, 1962 the death of Meta Green occurred in Winnipeg 
after a lengthy illness. She was buried in the family plot in Lilyfield 
Cemetery. 

While still at home, Meta helped her mother entertain the chil
dren from a Winnipeg orphanage at the fann in the summer. (It was 
in this orphanage that Louise Bartali was raised and first met the 
Wedge and Green families.) 

Meta was keenly interested in the women's organizations of the 
church and in the Women's Institute. She was an enthusiastic curler 
and was made an honourary member of the Rosser Ladies Curling 
Club in 1960. Alf and Meta enjoyed dancing. Alf called for all the 
square dances. 

Alfred passed away suddenly in Winnipeg on March 17, 1964 
while attending a wrestling match. He was buried in the family plot 
in Lilyfield Cemetery. At the time of his demise he was employed 
as a patrol operator for the RM of Rosser. 

Melvin and Doreen took up residence in the family home in 
Rosser in May, 1964. At this time, Melvin was a driver-salesman for 
Royalite Oil Co. Later Melvin became a spare bus driver for the 
Interlake School Division. Doreen was employed by the provincial 
government in the Vital Statistics office - a position which she held 
for 37 years. She retired on October 31, 1990. 

In September, 1961 Allen married Elizabeth Stratton. They had 
a daughter, Sherry. They resided in Langruth where Allen operated 
the transfer business. Elizabeth Green passed away in September, 
1977. She was buried in Brookside Cemetery. Allen sold the transfer 
business and retired. He is presently residing in Lloydminister, 
Alberta. 

- Doreen Mulligan 

Frank and Darid SOlllers. Allen Green. Melvin and Doreen Mulligan. Anna 
SOlllers. Donlla Pel/ill. Sherry Russel/. Lome Green. 

Charles Lawrence Green 
Lawrence Green was born November 26, 1888 in Checkley, 

Cheshire, England. He was the first born to Fred and Mary Ann 
Green nee Astbury. 

Mr. Green came to Canada, as a boy of 14, with his parents and 
sister, Emily, and brothers, George, Alfred and Harry. The family 
settled on a farm near Winnipeg. 



On October 12, 1914 Lawrence married Emma Jackson of 
England. There were no children from this union. 

In 1915 Lawrence and his wife moved to a farm in the Lilyfield 
district owned by Mr. Bowers. In 1920 they moved one mile west of 
the Bower farm to a farm he rented from Heber Archibald, the 
buildings located on the E 1/236-11-1 E. 

George. Lawrellce alld Harry Gre('l1 

In 1937 Lawrence and his wife bought this fmm and continued 
farming with the help of his brother, Alfred, and nephew, Harold 
Green, until he retired in 1946. Emma Green passed away April I, 
1945 in Winnipeg. 

Mr. Green married Clara Logan. They resided on the farm for a 
year and then retired to live in Winnipeg. 

Clara Green passed away September 2, 1955 in Winnipeg. Mr. 
Green resided in Winnipeg with his nephew, Harold, and his wife, 
Marie, until July, 1966 when he took up residence in aseniorcitizens 
home in Selkirk, Manitoba. 

Lawrence Green passed away February II, 1970 at the age of 81. 
He is interred in Brookside Cemetery in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Note: This history was originally written/or the Rosser Ripples by 
Harold Green, nephew o/Lawrence Green, which was published in 
May, 1971.1, niece o.fLawrenCi' Green, have rewritten it/or this new 
history book. 

- Doreen Mulligan 

GREEN 

John Gomer Green - born June 3, 1863 at Bennington. Oxford 
County, Ontario - died December 12, 1922. 

Eliza Mary Pelton - born February 19, 1863 - died September 12, 
1949. 

Married November 25, 1885 at Woodstock, Ontario, where 
Gomer conducted a business (wooden pumps). 

They had four children: a daughter who died at birth; William 
Green, who died at around age five; James Lewis, born January 11, 
1894; and Wilfred Lloyd, born November 28, 1897 at Brussels, 
Ontario. 

Shortly after their marriage, Gomer and Eliza took on the care of 
George Green who was, at the time, about two years old and distantly 
related to Gomer. He was never formally adopted but used the Green 
name all his life. 

In 1898 the family moved to a farm in the Fannystelle area as 
Eliza needed medical care for an eye problem. Land, 4-12-1 E and5-
12-1 W, was bought in Rosser Municipality in the fall of 1904 and the 
family arrived in time to seed the crop in 1905. At the time of their 
arrival, only one IS-acre plot had been broken on the farm previ
ously owned by Helliwells. There was only one tree on the farm, a 
large willow in the bam yard. Gomer and, later, Lloyd, planted 
shelter belts around the buildings. 

The original farmhouse, built by Helliwell, had been built east of 
the present location and, at the time, had been intended for their 
servants. When the house was partly completed it was realized that 
there would be no servants, an addition was added for the Helliwells 
themselves. The Greens dug a basement and moved the original 
house to the present building site in 1910. Eventually the house sat 
empty and was set fire by vandals and burned to the ground. 

George helped on the farm and worked out for the neighbours. He 
married Sadie Smith of Rosser in 1910 and moved to Katrime, 
Manitoba and later to Portage La Prairie. 

Jim and Lloyd attended East Rosser School to Grade 8. Jim 
attended Wesley College and the University of Manitoba and 
received a degree in Electrical Engineering from a university in 
North Dakota. He lived in the USA and was working for National 
Carbon at the time of his death on November 6. 1942 in New York 
City. 

Jim's first wife was Aurelia Grescoviac (Covic) of Rosser. She 
died in childbirth. He married Mary Williams on January II, 1925 
and they had one daughter, Mary Lewis Green, born January 13, 
1930. 

Lloyd had a burro he rode to East Rosser School. He attended one 
year at Wesley College then returned home to do what he liked best 
- farming. 

Lloyd was interested in sports, played defence on the Rosser 
hockey team and first base on the Rosser baseball team. He was on 
the team that won the Rosser, Rockwood. Woodlands League 
Tournament and received gold cufflinks donated to each member of 
the winning team in 1922. Lloyd was active in promoting the 
building of the first curling rink in Rosser in 1946. 

Lloyd married Florence Irene Corbett of Rosser on November 26, 
1925. Irene died September 19,1931. Lloyd married Margaret Mary 
Halliday on December 24, 1947. Margaret had come to Rosser as a 
Public Health Nurse forthe municipality in January, 1946. When the 
Health Unit was set up, Margaret was moved to Teulon as the Health 
Unit would not be prov"iding 24-hour call for emergencies. as had 
been the case until then. 

Lloyd sold the farm to Fred Blair in 1963 and retired to Stonewall 
in October, 1965. Lloyd died December 17, 1979. The Greens had 
occupied the farm for 60 years. 

- Margaret Green 

"Golller and EIi:a Green 
siallding hr Ihe door. 
Foregrollnd: Lloyd Oil hllrro 
wilh /lIlknol!'n Fielld sealed 
in FOIII. (Photo taken circa 
1910) 
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THOMAS AND RACHEL GREENAWAY 

Tom al/d Rachel Greel/away The Three Greel/away Boys 

Thomas and Rachel Greenaway were born in Belfast, Northern 
Ireland. Thomas Greenaway served for 12 years in South Africa and 
India during the Boer War with the Irish Fusiliers. 

Returning to Ireland he married Rachel Darragh on February 25, 
1905. The following year he came to Canada and settled in Portage 
La Prairie. Mrs. Greenaway followed him the next year with their 
baby son, George. Their son, Hugh, was born in August, 1909. In 
1910 they moved to Rosser where Thomas worked as a pumpman on 
the CPR. They built their home next to the municipal hall where they 
lived until Thomas retired in 1939. 

Rachel (Dot) was born in 1911 and William James (Bill) was born 
in 1914. Evelyn May was born in 1916 and Myrtle Iris was born in 
1922. Hugh passed away in Calgary, Alberta in December, 1938 and 
Bill was killed at Dieppe in August, 1942. George lived in Winnipeg 
until his death in 1971. 

Rachel (Dot) married John Snider and they reside in Winnipeg. 
They have one son, Kenneth. 

Evelyn May married Mel Stewart and lived in Winnipeg until she 
passed away in 1978. Her husband and son, Gary, reside in British 
Columbia. 

Myrtle, married Allan McInnes in April, 1943 while Allan was in 
the Air Force. They had five children: Carol, David, Allan, Kerry 
and Kathleen. 

Carol Cochrane lives in Charles wood. She has three children, 
Shauna, Robyn and James and one grandson, David. She is presently 
a secretary at Charleswood United Church and taking theology 
courses at the University of Winnipeg. 

Allan Thomas McInnes resides in Penhold, Alberta and is Com
mander of the Regional Cadet Corps, Prairie Division. He has two 
sons, Jeffrey and Michael. 

David passed away in December, 1981 at the age of 30. 
Kerry Wayne McInnes resides in Charles wood and is a computer 

supervisor for the Department of Supply and Services of the federal 
government. He has one daughter, Kelly. 

Kathleen Friesen resides in Charleswood and her family is active 
in the First Alliance Church. She has one son, Corey, and two 
daughters, Stacey and Christina. 

Mr. and Mrs. Greenaway lived in Winnipeg. After he retired, they 
moved to Vancouver for a brief time and then came back to 
Winnipeg after Bill was killed. Mr. Greenaway passed away in Deer 
Lodge Hospital at the age of 81 on May 24, 1955. 

334 

Rachel Greenaway died in Heritage Lodge on her ninety-fourth 
birthday, August 19, 1976. 

Allan McInnes retired in 1976 from Eaton's Mail Order after 
having open heart surgery. I retired in 1984 after 20 years with the 
federal government. We moved to our cottage at Spruce Sand, 
Ames, Manitoba, and we now spend seven months at the lake and 
five months at our apartment in Tucson, Arizona. 

- Myrtle McInnes 

DMYTRO (DAN) AND DORA GRENKOW 

My mother and father were both born in 1893 in the Ukraine. I 
believe my father, Dmytro (Dan) Grenkow, came to Canada with his 
brother, Paul, in 1908. They were the first to come from a family of 
nine children. Later on they brought their six sisters and their mother 
to Canada. The oldest brother of the family stayed in the Ukraine. 

Dad told us that his first job was as a carpenter on the construction 
of the Hotel Fort Garry for which he was paid ten cents per hour. He 
later went to work as hired help with his brother, Paul, for Filkow 
Dairies, which was located in Old Kildonan. After a time they 
decided to start their own dairy and purchased land in Rosser. My 
father and Uncle Paul started together and built the house which was 
our home. 

My mother's name was Dora Krysa. I do not know when my 
mother immigrated to Canada but she did come to this country all by 
herself. My mother and father were married in May, 1916. Uncle 
Paul was also married around this time, and together both families 
farmed awhile on the one homestead. As children were born they 
decided it was time to have separate homes. My parents stayed at the 
homestead and my Uncle Paul built about a mile north of us. It was 
then they also started their own dairies. My dad's dairy was called 
D. Grenkow Dairy and my uncle called his P. Grenkow Dairy. 

Back Roll': Dal/ Grel/kow. Dora. Slella. 
Mary (il/ ("('l1Ire). AI/I/e in{rol/I 

Man'. AI/I/e al/d Slelia 

My sister, Mary, was born in February, 1917 then my sister, 
Anne, in November, 1918.1, Shirley, was born in April, 1920 and my 
brother, Roy, was born in December, 1927. 

Country living in those days was very different. Roads were often 
blocked in the winter. Our sleigh with horses was our only trans
portation. There was no electricity, no running water and heating the 
house meant keeping our heater in the dining room and big wood 
stove in the kitchen always burning. The stove always had pots of 
water heated to mix with cold water for washing. In winter it was 
possible to bring in tubs of snow to melt so that we could have some 



soft water for special uses. There was no running water and no 
plumbing to remove the used water. Under the sink was a large pail 
to catch water spilled out of the basin after washing and, if you did 
not pay attention, it would overflow and make a mess. 

Another job I did not like was cleaning the glass top from 
kerosene lamps. My sisters and I took turns in cleaning them but 
sometimes my turn came more often. I was younger and did it ifI was 
told, but really I did not mind because I liked to be of help to my 
mother. Filling the lamps with coal oil was often quite messy and it 
was very hard to wash it off your hands. 

Winter was also hard on the farm animals. I remember how the 
chickens would become unhappy because they had to be locked up 
in the chicken coop for the winter. When the real cold weather came 
Mom or Dad would light a lantern and keep it lit for them during the 
night. This would make them happier and they would start to lay 
eggs. In the spring some hens would start to cluck. Then Mom and 
Dad would pick the right eggs and set the hen on the nest, which was 
usually in a secluded area like the hayloft or strawloft. Finally one 
day we would see Dad coming in the house with his cap off and we 
knew there were chicks inside. Mother would fix up a large box lined 
with an old cloth and they would be kept behind the wood stove until 
all the eggs were hatched. 

At Easter time houses were specially cleaned, curtains washed 
and tinted. When all was clean it looked so nice from outside -
gerani urns were al ways in full bloom and against gold tinted curtains 
it was a beautiful sight. 

Our school was called Wentworth and was very nice compared 
to other country schools. It was a two-storey brick building. There 
were two classrooms and two teachers; one downstairs for Grades 
One to Four and one upstairs for Grades Five to Eight. I remember 
some teachers but most of all Miss Neilson and Miss McLeod. I 
believe Miss McLeod, now Mrs. Queen, is still living. Miss Neilson, 
who later became Mrs. McKillop, passed away in December, 1987. 

My brother, Roy, was seven year younger than I. He seemed to 
get serious illnesses like diphtheria and scarlet fever. Scarlet fever 
left him with a blocked tear duct and tears would run out of his eye. 
Mother and Dad decided to take him to the Mayo Clinic because the 
doctors in Winnipeg could not assure them the operation would be 
a success. My dad left with Roy on Tuesday, April 9, 1935 for the 
Mayo Clinic by train. On Saturday, April 13, 1935 he had his 
operation. He died on the operating table. My mother and dad were 
heartbroken. The funeral was held in the house. That was very 
difficult. Written in Ukrainian on his gravestone is: 

"Sleep, son, sleep, forever slumber. 
"Let the earth be your pillow." 

Our mother could never cope with the loss of my brother. Four 
years later she died on May 3, 1939. She was very young, only 45 
years old. Again the funeral was in the home. I was 19 years old at 
that time. 

It was about a year after my brother died that Mother and Dad 
decided to have an auction and sold almost all the cows and other 
things pertaining to the dairy. They left only enough for our own use. 
We continued to live in our home and kept things going in a small 
way. 

My sister, Mary, married Mike Baladan in 1941 and they had 
three children, Diane, Louise and Michael, and one grandson, 
Michael. 

Anne never married. 
I, Shirley, married Walter Michalchuk on May 30, 1942. Coin

cidentally, we were married on the same date as my mother and 
father, I realized that only about a week before our wedding. We 

have three children: Walter and his Lynda and their daughter, 
Michelle; Lorraine, who lives in Toronto, and Glenn. 

A number of years after Walter and I married, Dad sold his farm 
with buildings and bought a house in the city. Anne lived with him 
for a few years then went on her own. Dad enjoyed many retirement 
years in the city. Dad showed signs of illness in 1964. After a brief 
illness in the hospital, he passed away on January 19, 1965. He was 
72 years old. 

The following year my sister, Mary, lost her husband suddenly on 
January 11, 1966. Mary was only 49 and she went to work to support 
her family. Her youngest son, Michael, was only II at the time. 

My sister, Anne, applied for work with the federal government in 
1965 and worked there until she took early retirement in 1979 due 
to illness. She was 61 years old. 

A Wentworth School reunion was held on September 17, 1988 at 
the Lincoln Hotel. People came from as far away as Toronto and 
Calgary to be there. It was a most enjoyable evening. I went with my 
sister, Mary, and Anne would have attended had it not been for her 
illness. 

The same year, two and a half months later, Mary passed away 
suddenly on November 29, 1988. She was 71 years old. That was 
very difficult to accept as she was in good health. This past year on 
August 31, 1991, Anne passed away at the age of 72 years. She was 
on oxygen for a number of years and was dependent on me and my 
husband to get her around. 

Our years saw many changes. Only very few people had a 
telephone when I was young, radio was just starting with the crystal 
sets and headphones to listen with and cars were just becoming part 
of everyday life. Now we have everything and many people are 
unhappy. It seems that having much less kept families more happy 
and together. I made sure my family had a close bond between them. 
They care about each other. 

- Stella Grenkow Michalchuk 

THE P. GRENKOW FAMILY 

Palli and Petroneia Crenkoll' 

Paul and Petronela 
(Zabrowsky) 

Paul Grenkow Sr. emigrated 
from the Ukraine in 1908, soon 
followed by his brother. 
Dmytro. Two years later. in 
1910, Petronela Zabrowsky 
emigrated from the Ukraine. 
Paul and Petronela married in 
191 I. On their wedding day 
they took a streetcar to their 
wedding ceremony and. later 
that afternoon, went back to 
Jack Filkow's dairy farm for 
evening milking. At that time 
Paul and Petronela worked at 
Filkow's: milking cows, house
work and many other jobs 
around the fann for a total wage 
of $12.00 a month. 

Paul brought his mother, Olen a, and six sisters over to Canada in 
1914. His father had died in 1911 in the Ukraine. 

Paul and Dmytro bought a farm and started their own dairy herd. 
The farm was one and a half miles north ofInkster and west on King 
Edward, then called Rosser Road. A few years later Paul and 
Petronela bought a farm, SW 2-12-2E, which was to become their 
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homestead. Only a few days after settling into their fann, strong 
winds came and destroyed the barn. Immediately they started to 
rebuild. Today part of the barn is a garage and tool shed. 

To operate the fann they needed the help of hired men so when 
Paul needed a hired man he went to the streets of Winnipeg to find 
many waiting for the opportunity of ajob. Around this area of Rosser 
it was heard you could receive five cents for milking a cow by hand. 

The milk was bottled on the farm and delivered by horse and 
wagon to Winnipeg. As years passed, the milk had to be pasteurized 
so it was delivered by can to St. Joseph's Creamery on Mountain and 
McPhillips. 

By the time Paul and Petronela's children were able to helpon the 
farm, they were milking 83 cows by hand and travelling to Stony 
Mountain and as far as Marquette for hay. 

Standing: Frank. Mike. Walter. Justine. Dan. Paul and Joe (Mins) 
Sitting: Paul Sr .. his mother Olena. Elsie. Russel. Petroncla 

Paul and Petronela raised a family of ten over a span of 18 years. 
Peter died at ten months of age. 
Justine (Teenie) married Walter Simpovich who was a parts 

manager for Century Motors in Winnipeg. They raised three daugh
ters: Pat, Linda and Gloria. Teenie passed away in 1984 and Walter 
died in 1987. 

Mike married Audrey Gillespie and had a son, Barry, and a 
daughter, Beverly. Mike started working delivering milk that was 
produced on the farm. Later he was employed by Modern Dairies. 
Audrey passed away in 1966, Mike in 1973, and their son, Barry, in 
1984. 

Dan married Ollie Woznaik and had two sons, Ron and Brian, 
and a daughter, Karen. Dan also delivered milk from the farm and 
then later built his own business, Aberdeen Decorating. Dan passed 
away in 1957 at 40 years of age. 

Walter married Rose Kissick. They have four sons, Walter Jr, 
Paul, Richard and Charles and two daughters, Darlene and Heather. 
Walter is a recently retired dentist. Rose passed away in 1976. 

Paul Jr. married Mary Gador. Their story is told separately. 
Joe married Olga Siobodzian. They have two sons, Ken and 

Donald, along with a daughter, Lorraine. Joe fanned until his death 
in September, 1992. 

Frank married Katherine Hildebrandt. Their story is told sepa
rately. 

Elsie married Emilis Dzioba and raised two sons, John and Brian, 
and three daughters, Valerie, Verna and Rita. Emilis worked as a 
tinsmith. The Dziobas reside in Winnipeg. 
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Russ married Mary Hildebrandt and they have three sons: Colin, 
Grant and Darryl. Russ is presently working as a dentist in Winni
peg. 

From the marriage of Paul and Petronela are 10 children, 33 
grandchildren, 62 great-grandchildren and 5 great-great-grandchil
dren. Petronela passed away in 1964 and Paul Senior in 1967. 

Paul Jr. and Mary (Gador) 
Paul Grenkow J r. was born June 7, 1920 as one of the twins. Paul 

attended Ulster school in Rosser. While growing up on the family 
farm, Paul was called to army duty in the forties and served for four 
years. 

He met Mary Gador from the Old Kildonan district, and they 
were married on May 12, 1948. Their son, Gordon Paul, was born 
on January 2,1950, and a daughter, Irene Gail, was born on May 18, 
1954. Irene was a member of the Rosser 4-H Horse Club and now 
resides on the east coast. Gordon and his family now operate the 
dairy farm. 

Paul and Mary retired from farming in 1983. They now enjoy 
gardening and their grandchildren. 

Gordon and Darlene (Wilton) 
Gordon Paul Grenkow is the only son of Paul Jr. and Mary 

Grenkow. Paul received his first eight years of education at Ulster 
School. He then went to Sisler School in Winnipeg. Upon graduat
ing from Grade 12, he went to the University of Manitoba for a 
diploma course in Agriculture. He had to choose between school and 
farming as his dad took sick. He farmed with his dad. 

Through the years, Gordon and Paul Jr. ran the farm with hired 
help. In March, 1970 Gordon met Darlene Wilton, sister of the man 
that worked with them at the time. They were married in November, 
1970. 

Christopher was born on January 26, 1972. He went to school 
in Stony Mountain and then to Stonewall where he graduated. 
Terrance Paul was born December I, 1973. He attended school in 
Stony Mountain, graduating from Stonewall Collegiate. Katherine 
Nicole was born April 7, 1976. She also went to school in Stony 
Mountain and she is now attending Balmoral Hall School, Grade 10, 
in Winnipeg. Marcy Elizabeth was born April 3, 1979, is in Grade 
7 at Stony Mountain School. Timothy Thomas was born October 
21, 1983 and is in Grade 2 at Stony Mountain School. 

Gordon and Darlene, along with Chris and Terry, operate 2,200 
acres of land ana also milk 120 head of Holstein cows. The children 
are in4-H; they also belong to Lilyfield United Church and numerous 
clubs. We are heading for the fourth generation of dairy farmers on 
the original homestead, first founded by grandparents and great 
grandparents, Paul Sr. and Petronela Grenkow. 

Frank and Katherine (Hildebrandt) 
Frank is the seventh son of Paul Sr. and Petronela Grenkow. He 

attended Ulster school and continued working on the farm with his 
parents and brothers. 

In June, 1950 Frank married Katherine Hildebrandt of Limerick, 
Saskatchewan. That year they moved from the original homestead 
and built their dairy farm, NE 3-12-2E, about a half mile west of the 
original homestead. Over the years Frank and Kay established a 400-
acre farm and milked 60 cows by bucket. Any dairy farmer knows 
the weight of these buckets full of milk. 

Frank and Kay have four sons and two daughters. 
Larry Frank was born July, 1951 and married Noreen Ng. They 

work and reside in Winnipeg 
Leonard Keith was born February, 1953. He married Dayne 

Brown and they have a daughter, Tannis, and a son, Leith. They 
reside in Warren. Marlene Sandra was born March, 1954, married 



Keith Kilfoyle and they have two sons, Kyle and Adam. They live 
in Sioux Narrows, Ontario. 

Diane Lynn was born April, 1955 and she married Rod Chipping. 
They have a son, Derek, and a daughter, Kelly. The Chippings reside 
in Winnipeg. 

Allan Alfred was born December, 1956, married Dawne Stewart 
and their story appears separately. 

Daniel Wayne was born November, 1962 and married Kathleen 
McGuirk. Their story appears separately. 

Frank and Kay retired from dairy farming in 1978 and reside in 
Winnipeg. Retirement has not slowed down their activities in any 
way. They are still very active in the lives of their children and ten 
grandchildren. 

Allan and Dawne (Stewart) 
Allan, the second youngest son of Frank and Kay Grenkow and 

third generation dairy farmer, was born December, 1956. He attended 
Ulster school until its closure and continued at Stony Mountain until 
Grade Eight then went on to Stonewall Collegiate. After completing 
high school, he worked full time for his parents until his marriage to 
Dawne Stewart. 

Dawne is the daughter of John and Margaret Stewart of Lily field, 
born August, 1960. Dawne began school at Phipps, then went on to 
Stonewall elementary and high schools. 

Allan and Dawne were married February 4, 1978. Afterpurchasing 
cattle and machinery from Frank and Kay, they continued to rent the 
400-acre farm on NE 3-12-2E, which was the homestead of Frank 
and Kay until 1975 when they sold the land and buildings to an 
investment group. 

Meghan Ann was born June 7, 1978 and Lloyd on March 26, 
1981. At present Meghan is in Grade Eight and Lloyd is in Grade 
Five attending Stony Mountain Elementary and later will be going 
to Stonewall Collegiate. They are very active in a number of sports 
and belong to the Woodlands and District 4-H Dairy Club. Both 
Meghan and Lloyd play in the school band, Meghan has been in 
highland dancing since she was five, and Lloyd has a special interest 
in curling. Meghan and Lloyd are still too young to know for sure 
whether they will continue as fourth generation dairy farmers but at 
present enjoy helping on the family farm. 

Allan and Dawne belong to Lilyfield United Church, have been 
4-H leaders forthe last five years and are members of the school band 
boosters. Dawne is also a Captain of Area K of Crimewatch. 

There have been quite a few changes from Grandpa and Dad's 
generation in the dairy, but one part of the dairying has never 
changed; that, of course, is milking morning and evening every day 
of the year. 

- Dawne Grenkow 

Daniel and Kathleen (McGuirk) 
Daniel was born on November 6, 1962, the sixth child of Frank 

and Kay Grenkow. He attended Stony Mountain Elementary and 
Stonewall Collegiate. Upon graduating he started grain farming out 
of his brother Allan Grenkow's yard - another third generation farmer. 

In 1986 Daniel married Kathleen McGuirk, the eldest daughter of 
Terence and Yvette McGuirk. The couple purchased 80 acres in 
Rosser, SW 15-12-2E, where they set up their homestead. Daniel 
currently farms 1,200 acres. The Grenkow family expanded in 1989 
with a son, Brent Daniel Ryan, and again in 1991 with another son, 
Bruce Wayne. 

THE GRINDEY FAMILY 

George and Lavina 
Lavina and George Grindey and their sons, Marston and Mark, 

settled in Grosse Isle in 1962 on a three-acre lot. The land, that had 
once been a wheat field, was purchased from Ren James. 

George and Lavina were proud of their new rural property and 
were kept busy landscaping, planting trees, flower beds and working 
in the garden. 

George commuted to Winnipeg where he was employed with 
Standard Aero Engines. 

They both enjoyed participating in the many community activi
ties. They were active members of the Recreation Club. Lavina 
loves to cook and bake. She is also an active life member of the 
Women's Institute. Lavina is also an Honourary Life Member of the 
Recreation Club. 

George enjoyed his bowling. He enjoyed the outdoors, hunting, 
landscaping and horticulture. He loved to do sketches and oil paints. 
He was a member of a group of local artists. 

George spent many hours working with his metal lathe. He 
enjoyed doing the odd jobs and repairs for the local farmers. 

George passed away on August 19, 1980 at the age of 68. Lavina 
continues to reside in Grosse Isle. Grosse Isle has proven to be a great 
community to be a part of, through the wannth, kindness and 
generosity of the people. 

Back Roll': Mark. Shirley. Kn·in. Palli. Sharoll Marstoll 
2nd Roll': Dehorah. Melallie. Lm·ina. Lallrel alld Bryall 
Frolll: Kelsey 

Marston and Sharon (MacBride) 
After having had the benefit of three years of"rurallife", Marston 

left Grosse Isle in 1966 to become a probation officer in Dauphin, 
Manitoba. 

In 1968 Marston married Sharon MacBride of Winnipeg and, 
over the following six years, they were blessed with four wonderful 
children: Brian, Kevin, Paul and Laurel. The family has also resided 
in Swan River and Dauphin and are currently in Brandon. 

As the children become young adults, different career opportuni
ties are being pursued. 

The Grindeys of Brandon enjoy returning to Grosse Isle for visits 
with "Mother", Mark and family. Grosse Isle is a wonderful commu
nity and our family is proud to have had the important connections 
to its people, celebrations and traditions. 
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Mark and Shirley - Our Own Grosse Isle Story 
In August, 1980 my father, George Watson Grindey, passed 

away at 68 years of age. That day changed the course of our lives. 
For three and a half years prior to my father's death, both Shirley 

and I ran a Children's Aid group home in Winnipeg. Twenty-four 
children between the ages of one and a half to seventeen years of age 
passed through our home. That experience will stay with us for the 
rest of our lives as it laid the foundation for us to be parents. 

On June 26, 1976 Shirley and I were married in Grosse Isle. Four 
years later and two months prior to leaving the group home, our 
daughter, Melanie Lavina, was born. In August, 1980 we left the 
group home and moved in with my mother, Lavina Grindey. 

After two years, we bought a trailer and lived on the west side of 
my mother's residence. Another two years later, we - and the bank! 
- purchased a three bedroom ready-to-move bungalow. By now we 
had two daughters. Deborah Joan, who was born July 29, 1983, was 
celebrating her second birthday in Grandma's backyard as our house 
travelled south on Highway 322 to its new destination. We have 
resided in our home since that time. But wait, we were to have our 
third child in February I, 1988. Guess what, another girl! Kelsey 
Corrine Ida joined our family. She taught us the fragility oflife as she 
was born prematurely and arrived home weighing just four pounds, 
thirteen ounces. How life is so precious. 

My wife, Shirley, was born and raised in Fairford. Her father was 
a Pentecostal layman for the church. She has eleven brothers and 
sisters living in Fairford and Winnipeg. 

We met at Brandon University where she took education. To my 
wife, I thank you for your stamina, determination, convictions and 
your unquestionable ability as a loving mother to our three beautiful 
daughters. 

I have worked injustice and corrections for the past 17 years and 
I am employed as a Probation Officer in Stonewall, Teulon, Lundar 
and Selkirk districts. I continue to enjoy my job and its involvement 
of the community. 

Grade Four was a significant change for me, as I would be 
introduced to the foreign environment that I came to know and love 
as Grosse Isle. The transition from the city took a period of time for 
me to adjust. What I learned was that families and friends depended 
on each other for support. When our garden dried up, the Rutherfords 
and Murphys were there. In turn, my father, with his metal lathe, 
would assist the local farmers with repairs. Memories are what 
molds the person's mind. 

My early tangible memories of Grosse Isle are the old school, the 
ice hut, the elevator, the baseball diamond, the skating rink caboose 
and the long walks across Ren James' clover field to school from 
home. There are many, many more. 

The faces and memories engraved in my mind are of my parents 
for their patience and understanding - the Lindsay residence, my 
second home as a teenager - the Rutherfords and Murphys for their 
constant support and assistance - the Harrises for those summer 
football games on their lawn. 

We owe a lot to the forefathers of our community. We should all 
take time to salute the Jim Lindsay Srs, the Carl McFees, the Jane 
Fettermans, the Edna Millers, and the Laura and Ren Jameses who 
have created the framework for sound community values and a place 
that makes us proud to raise our children in Grosse Isle. 
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- Mark Grindey 

Friendship consists in forgetting what one gives 
and remembering what one receives. 

ALEXANDRE DUMAS THE YOUNGER 

HADALLER FAMILY HISTORY 

Andrew John and Anna Marie (Deilsshneider) 
Andrew John Hadaller was born in Island Grove, Illinois on 

December 25, 1898 and came to Hazelridge, Manitoba in 1908 with 

Alllla alld Alldre,,' Hada//er 

his parents. Anna was born in Gladbrook, Iowa, USA on September 
8, 190 I and came to the Dugald area with her parents at an early age. 

Andrew and Anna were married in January, 1923. After their 
marriage they farmed the "Hadaller Home Farm" at Hazelridge until 
1945 when they moved to British Columbia. After three years they 
returned to Manitoba where they bought theirfanTI in the Rosserarea 
E 1/4 34-11-IE in July, 1949 from Jane M. Herriot. 

They have two children, Leo and Ruth. Leo continues to operate 
the fanTI since his father's retirement in March of 1968. 

The Hadallers are a very musical family and were generous with 
their talents when a community party or dance was held. Ruth played 
the piano; "Dad", the violin; and Leo, his guitars. They greatly 
enjoyed their neighbours in the East Rosser area. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hadallerjoined the United Church when it was still 
located at the crossing east of the village and continued to support 
it through the years. Andrew John Hadallerpassed away January 30, 
1983. Anna Marie Hadaller passed away February 16, 1989. 

Leo. Alllla. RUlh alld Alldre,,' Hadal/er 

Ruth and Angus Paterson 
Ruth married Angus Paterson of Winnipeg in the summer of 

1971. Ruth is now widowed and lives in St. James, Manitoba. 



Leo and Doris Hadaller 

Leo and Doris 
(Giasson) 

In October, 1967 Leo 
married Doris Seidel 
(Giasson), a widow with 
five children: Frank 
Richard, Janice Lee, 
Deborah Lynn, Larry Hal 
and Marina Kim. They 
moved to Rosser in 1968. 
Leo and Doris then had 
one daughter, Linda 
Therese, born April 12, 
1969. 

Back ROll": Debbie. Frank. Larry. Marina 
From ROll": Janice and Linda 

Frank married Wendy Johnson and their story appears elsewhere 
in this book. 

Janice married Randy Crerar in January, 1977. They currently 
live in Stonewall with their two children, Jennifer and Trevor. 

Debbie married Robert Braid of Lily field in 1975. They have two 
children, Kevin and Roberta. 

Larry currently resides in Winnipeg. He is an engineer for CNR. 
Marina currently resides in Winnipeg. She attends the Univer

sity of Winnipeg and is pursuing a degree in Psychology, after 
having completed her degree in Justice and Law. 

Linda received her Bachelor of Science, math major, and is 
currently studying optometry at the University of Waterloo in 
Ontario. 

- Leo Hadaller 

JOHN AND MARGARET HADDOW 

John Haddow was born in 1855 at White Hill, Banffshire, 
Scotland. He moved to Glasgow at an early age and became a 
member of the police force in that city. 

He came to Manitoba in 1883 and two years later married 
Margaret Barnet (a sister of Mrs. Alfred Taplin) a native of Kinross, 
Scotland. Mr. Haddow fanned for some years in the Grassmere 
district, later moving to a farm in West Rosser. 

In the early 1900's he moved to the Lilyfield district NE 32-11-
2E, where Jack and Jean Oatway now reside. He continued farming 
until 1913 and then took up residence in Brooklands which at that 
time was still in the Municipality of Rosser. 

Genially gruff in manner and rugged of stature he assumed a 
position of authority with natural confidence. Possessed of a talent 
for working with his fellow men he received respectful attention at 
public gatherings. This was often evident though seldom shown to 
better advantage than at the Annual Sports Days held at Rosser 
during the years 1913-1919. 

Mr. Haddow was acouncillor in the Rural Municipality of Rosser 
and served as Reeve from 1909-1921. When Brooklands was 
incorporated as a village Jack Haddow was elected Mayor and later 
was a member of the school board. He was a member of the 
Presbyterian Church and took a keen interest in the building of 
Lilyfield Church in 1907. 

John and Maggie served on many committees and were held in 
high esteem and had a host of good friends. John Haddow died in 
January, 1932 and Mrs. Haddow after suffering a lengthy illness, 
passed away in October, 1932. 

- updated R.T. Comrie 

HAGBORG·CARLSON FAMILIES 

Andrew and Johanna (Wall) 
Andrew Hagborg Sr. was born in Sweden in 1871. When he was 

20 years old he came to Winnipeg where he delivered water, selling 
it by the pail to city hotels and restaurants. He hauled water by horse 
and cart from artesian walls northwest of the city. He discontinued 
the business when the city put in the water works. 

Andrell" and Johanna Hagborg 

In 1895 he married Johanna 
Wall who was born in Loderup, 
Sweden in 1876. She came to 
Winnipeg when she was 16 
years old and worked at Jerry 
Robinson's home. After their 
marriage, Andrew worked at 
Arctic Ice Company and 
Johanna kept a two room 
boarding house. In 1899 they 
bought a fann and moved to 
Starbuck. In 1903 they bought 
240 acres at Meadows from 
Mr. Osterberg. They moved to 
Meadows, in the RM of Rosser, 
in July. 1903 via horse and 
buggy. In October. 1905 
Andrew died of pneumonia 
leaving his wife,lohanna. with 
four living children: Victor. 
Clarence. Harry and Violet. 
Andy was born three months 
after his father's death. 
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Johanna Hagborg and Victor Carlson 
In 1907 the young widow married Victor Carlson. Victor was 

born in 1873 in Norrkoping, Sweden and came to the USA in 1900. 
He worked there as a railway employee until he came to Meadows 
in 1904 to manage a 240-acre farm for William Herriot. After his 
marriage to Johanna, more land was added to the original acreage 
bought by the Hagborgs. 

Five children were born to the Carl sons. As the sons married, they 
moved onto their own farms. Johanna passed away in 1952 and 
Victor in 1956. 

Back Roll': VielOr F-1agilorg. Art Carlson. Andy Hagilorg. Harn' Hagilorg. Clarence 
Hagilorg 
Frollf Rml': Ede Johnson. VielOr Carlson. Johanna Carlson. Vi Mvl:le. Doris 
tVleCl/ish and Irene Rothwell "'.Ii·onl . 

Victor and Bessie (McCready) Hagborg 
Victor, the oldest of the family, was born in 1896. He had clear 

recollections of moving to Meadows and seeing nothing but a big 
swamp - no roads,just arailway. He worked athome on the farm and 
at various other interesting jobs during the winters: hauling fill for 
the basement of the Fort Garry Hotel, helping to dig the reservoir on 
Logan and McPhillips, and working at Arctic Ice for three winters. 
In 1914, Victor and his friend Andy Hanson went to Pine River in 
northern Manitoba where they tended a trap line for the winter. The 
next two winters he spent at Berens River and near Hodgson. 
trapping and hunting. In 1918, he was conscripted to the Canadian 
Army, Fort Garry Horse Division. After a short period of training he 
was sent to England to await draft for France. While he was in 
England, the Armistice was signed and he returned to Meadows until 
1922 when he went to Bresaylor, Saskatchewan, to manage a farm 
for W. Herriot. While there, he married Bessie McCready from 
Delmas, Saskatchewan. Bessie was born in Belfast, Ireland, to 
Samuel and Edith McCready in 1904. In 1924 she and Victor were 
married. They returned to Meadows the same year and, in 1925, they 
built their own home on the farm. They both were always interested 
in making Meadows a better community and Victor held many 
executive positions in various organizations. He was the Ward 1 
Councillor in the RM of Rosser from 1932 to 1953. Both Victor and 
Bessie were honourary members of the Meadows Community Club 
and were lifetime members of the Winnipeg Rock Club. 

Many people visited Victor and Bessie to see the large collection 
of rocks which they had gathered on their extensive travels over the 
years. Victor did all his own rock cutting and polishing. 

They retired from farming in 1970 but continued to live in their 
home at Meadows. Victor passed away in 1983 and Bessie in 1990. 
They had two children: Victor Jr. and Joan. 

Victor Jr. owned and operated a construction business at The 
Pas, Manitoba. In 1957 he married Rita Percy from Fleming, 
Saskatchewan. Poor health in recent years forced Vic to give up his 
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Bessie alld VielOr Hagilorg 
Victor alld Joall 

Bessie and \!iclor Hagilorg 

business. They have five children: Brian, is married and has one 
child; Gary, is married to Carmen Trudel and has two children; Lori, 
is married to Bruce Reagan and has three children; Glen, and Terry. 

Joan married Bill Shimmin from Minneapolis in 1947. They 
lived in various locations in the USA where they pursued their 
careers, Bill as an X-Ray technician and Joan as a nurse. Bill passed 
away in 1988 and Joan is still nursing and lives in Yuma, Arizona in 
the winter and in Faribault, Minnesota in the summer, near her busy 
family of three. daughters and one son. Peggy maITied Gary Rudnitski, 
has two children and lives in Bloomington, Minnesota. Kerry works 
in West Bloomington; Nancy married Scott McAdam and has two 
children, Molly and Meghan. They live in Faribault, Minnesota. 
Kelly also lives in Faribault, Minnesota. He is a veteran of the U.S. 
Navy, having served in the Mediterranean, the Persian Gulf and 
Central America. He is currently attending college. 

Clarence and Martha (McDonald) Hagborg 
Clarence was born in 1897. After coming to Meadows with his 

parents, Clarence stayed at Clandeboye with his aunt and attended 
school there until the school at Meadows was built. He worked at 
home until 1916 when he went to St. Paul, Minnesota to work for the 
winter as a barn boss for Jim Hill, a railway magnate. In 1918 he was 
conscripted to the Canadian Army and his Army career is identical 
to that of Victor's. He returned to Meadows in the summer of 1919. 

Clarence purchased 240 acres of land from W.L. Parrish. He 
continued to live at home and farm with the family until his marriage 
to Martha McDonald of Rosser in 1937. Martha was the daughter of 
Ed and Margaret McDonald who farmed in the Rosser area. The 
newlyweds took up residence on the fann they bought at Argyle, 
Manitoba where they lived until 1968 when they retired and moved 
to Stonewall. Clarence died in 1982 and Martha in 1990. 



Martha and Clarence HagiJorg 

Ed, Laurie, June, Wendy and Helen Crant 

They had one daughter, Helen. She married Ed Grant from 
Winnipeg in 1958. They raised their three daughters while living at 
Pinawa, Manitoba where Ed worked as a pipe fitter at Atomic 
Energy of Canada. Helen and Ed moved to Winnipeg in 1980. They 
are blessed in having the loving support of their children through 
Ed's ongoing illness. They have three daughters. June married Dave 
Kush. They have one child, Steven, and reside in Silver Falls, 
Manitoba. Dave is currently working at the Pine Falls Paper Mill. 
Laurie married Henry Bos and they reside in Winnipeg. Laurie and 
Henry both work for the provincial government. Wendy married 
Terry Titanich and they reside in Winnipeg. Terry is self-employed 
and Wendy works as a dental assistant. 

To Martha and Clarence: 
Honesty and hanlwork was their natllre 

Children and animals were their love 
A credit to their parents 

A model for their offspring 
- from Helell 

Nils Albert "Harry" and Mary "May" (Maskell) Hagborg 
Harry Hagborg was born in 1900 and spent his early years mostly 

working on the farm at home. He recalls that in the summer of 1912, 
the family bought a 25 H.P. International Tractor that pulled five 
breaker plows. Harry and his brothers broke about 100 acres of land 
on Section 3l-l2-1W. In 1922 after helping to complete an early 
harvest at home, Harry, along with Tom Sinclair, wentto Flaxcombe, 
Saskatchewan as a harvester. He spent a winter at a Kenora paper 
mill where he was employed as a mill wright helper. Also, one 
winter, he worked for the Fort Rouge Coal Company. He married 
Mary (May) Maskell from Winnipeg in 1934. 

May was the daughter of William and Isabella Maskell. The 
family had lived for a brief time at Warren, where May was born, and 
then moved to Grosse Isle around 1920 and then later to Winnipeg. 

Harry and May purchased their 
farm which had been formerly 
occupied by the John Smith 
family, from the Soldier Set
tlement Board. This was in ad
dition to the 240 acres previ
ously bought from W. Herriot. 
Through the years Harry and 
May gave generously of their 
time to all community activi
ties. Both Harry and May were 
honourary life members of the 
Meadows Community Club. 
Harry was always noted for his 
mechanical inventiveness and, 
for a number of years, held a 
patent on a swath mover. They 
farmed until 1967 when they 

May and Harry HagiJorg sold their farm to their son, 
Walter. They continued to live 
in their fann home until 1988 

when they moved to Stonewood Place in Stonewall. They had much 
pleasure from travelling and spent many winters in the south and 
also took many short trips in the summer. Harry passed away March, 
1992. 

They had three children: Edith. Walter and Elaine. 

Edith and Carl Simonson 
Edith (Edie), after completing school, worked for Manitoba 

Hydro until she married Carl Simonson from Woodlands in 1954. 
Carl is the son of Torger and Martha Simonson of Woodlands. 

His parents had immigrated from Scandinavia. Carl completed 
school in Woodlands. In 1950 hejoined the Canadian Army and was 
assigned to the Ordnance Corp. He served in Korea with the Special 
Forces and, later, in Germany. He was discharged in 1954. In 1955 
Carl joined the Winnipeg Fire Department where he served as a 
Lieutenant, Captain, and District Chief. He retired from the last 
position in May, 1991 after 36 years of service. 

Standing: Sll/art and Carol McFayden, Donna and Weston Ridgeway 
Scated: Scott McFayden, Carl Simonson with Nelso/l Ridge wa\' , Edie Simonso/l with 
.loci Ridgeway and Heather McFayde/l 
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Edie returned to work for Manitoba Hydro in 1973 at Dorsey 
Station. She retired in May, 1991 after 16 years of employment. 
The family moved to Meadows in 1970 and then to their new 
retirement home in Grosse Isle in 1986. Both Carl and Edie are 
interested in community affairs and have given many volunteer 
hours to the Meadows Community Club and Grosse Isle Recreation 
Centre and the South Interlake Golf and Country Club. Carl spent 
many hours setting up the Rosser Volunteer Fire Department and 
was the first Chief in the Municipality. He spent many hours setting 
up the training program for its 25 volunteers and was involved in 
equipping the firehall. He served as Chief until 1988. Edie enjoys 
playing the accordion and played with various bands during the last 
20 years, her favorite music being country western, Scandinavian 
and old-tyme. Carl and Edie both enjoy golfing and are looking 
forward to travelling in their retirement. 

Carl and Edie have two daughters, Carol and Donna. 
Carol married Stuart McFayden in 1982 and they live in Win

nipeg. They both work for Manitoba Hydro and have two children: 
Scott, born in 1984, and Heather, born in 1986. 

Donna married Weston Ridgeway from Grosse Isle. They are 
living on the original Ridgeway fann and have some purebred 
Hereford cattle as a hobby. 

Donna job-shares with her sister, Carol, at Dorsey Station and 
Weston works for Bristol Aerospace. They both are active in the 
community and volunteer for many positions in the Grosse Isle 
Recreation Club. 

Weston is the son of Betty and Weston Ridgeway. Donna and 
Weston have two children: Nelson, born in 1987, and Joel, born in 
1990. 

WaIter and Isla (Dack) 
Walter, after completing school, tried various jobs in the city. In 

1962 he married Isla Dack from Warren. She was the daughter of 
Conrad and Betty Dack and was employed by the University of 
Manitoba, Soil Science Department. They built their home in 1963 
on land that Walter had previously bought from his uncle, Victor 
Hagborg. They decided to make farming their occupation and, in 
1967, bought Walter's dad's farm. In 1970 they added additional 
acres bought from their Uncle Victor. 

Both Walter and Isla have been active members of the commu
nity and are always available for volunteer jobs. Recently Isla served 
as Chairman of the Board for the 1991 Canada Safeway World 
Curling Championships which were held in Winnipeg in March 
1991. 
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Back Row: Walter. Robert. BOllllie 
Frollt Roll': Isla. Renee 

Walter and Isla sold their farm in 1991 and continue to live on the 
home place. 

They have two children: Robert completed his BSc of Agri
culture and is presently working for Canada Safeway. He married 
Renee Howden and lives in Winnipeg. Bonnie completed her BSc 
of Agriculture and is presently employed as a credit advisor with the 
Fann Credit Corporation. She lives in Winnipeg. 

Elaine and Lawrence Gusta 
Elaine completed school in Winnipeg and became a secretary. In 

1962 she married Lawrence (Larry) Gusta from Selkirk, Manitoba. 
Elaine worked for many years as an executive secretary for IBM. 
Larry has his PhD in Agriculture and is Senior Research Scientist at 
the University of Saskatoon. 

They have two children, Andrea and Michael. 

Alldrea. Elaine. Michael alld Larry Gllsta 

Christina Sophia Hagborg: Born in 1902, she died a year later. 

Violet (Hagborg) and Alfred Mykle 
Born in 1904, Violet was the eldest daughter. After completing 

school, she helped her mother at home and then worked in Winnipeg 
for one year before marrying Alfred Mykle from Norway in 1924. 
They moved to Meadows where Alf was the section foreman for the 
CPR until 1944 when he became the General Chairman of the 
Brotherhood of Maintenance of Winnipeg for the CPR. 

While living at Meadows, Alf and Vi both took an active part in 
all community affairs. Vi was an honourary member of the Mead
ows Community Club. 

Alf passed away in 1959 and Vi continued to live in Winnipeg. 
She was a well known curler in Winnipeg and participated in a 
Scottish Ladies Curling Tour. 

Vi suffered from poor health for the last several years, residing at 
Central Park Lodge Nursing home until her death in 1991. 

Alf and Vi had one child, Ann Joy. Ann Joy completed high 
school and went on to get her Bachelor of Arts degree and became 
a French teacher. She married Richard Hodges, a Lutheran minister, 
from Joplin, Montana. They have two children, Mark and Christina. 
Mark is married and has one child; Christina is studying medicine. 
Ann Joy and Richard live in St. Paul, Minnesota, where Richard 
serves as a pastor for the Lutheran Church and Ann Joy recently 
retired as an assistant high school principal. 



Jilll and Irene Rothwell 

Irene (Carlson) and Jim Rothwell 
Irene, born in 1923 was the baby of the family and following the 

footsteps of her elder sister, Edith, became a teacher. In 1947 she 
married Jim Rothwell of Woodlands. Jim had been in active service 
overseas in the Princess Patricia Canadian Light Infantry and upon 
discharge was employed by the Ogilvie Flour Mill as a track 
foreman. 

They lived in Winnipeg until they bought the general store at 
Meadows from Mr. Dowler in 1949. Jim was appointed Post Master 
at this time. The family operated the store until 1967 when they 
discontinued the business. Jim then became a caretaker for the 
Winnipeg School Division. Irene returned to the teaching profession 
for 23 years. 

They moved to Winnipeg in 1981 and then to Stonewall in 1987 
where they are both enjoying retirement. 

They have four children: Brian married Gwen Johnson and has 
one child, Erin. Brian is a partner in a chartered accounting firm and 
Gwen teaches school in Medicine Hat, Alberta. 

Neil married Esther Mueller and they have two children, Sherry 
and Michael. Neil is a fireman with the Winnipeg Fire Department 
and Esther is a school secretary. Both are active community mem
bers and belong to organizations at Meadows and Rosser. Neil is also 
a member of the Rosser Volunteer fire department. They live in 
Rosser. 

Gwen and Brian. Dm'iil, Bruce and Chari, Neil and Esther Rothwell 

Bruce married Chari Young and they have one child. Carrie. 
Bruce is general manager of MacMor Industries and Chari is 
assistant to the general manager. They live in Winnipeg. 

David is an electronic technician and works for Winnipeg Photo. 
He is single and lives in Winnipeg. 

- compiled by Isla Hagborg and Ede Johnson 

BROR AND LEONTINA HALEN 

Lcontina and Bmr Halell 

Bror was born at Hissmafors, Sweden in October, 1904. He was 
one of a family offour children and in 192 I he and his eldest brother 
immigrated to Canada. They ended up on a farm owned by their 
father at Star City, Saskatchewan. It was while he was there that he 
met Leontina Nylander, or Len as she was called. She was born at 
Ansjo, Sweden and was one of a family offour. Leontina, her mother 
and two brothers immigrated to Canada to join her father in July, 
1919. Bror and Len were married in November, 1933. 

During the next few years they lived in many different places: a 
farm at Star City; a farm in the Spruceville district near Hudson Bay; 
and in Hudson Bay. They lived in The Pas, in bush camps around The 
Pas area of Manitoba and around Clemenceau, Saskatchewan. 

Bror's types of employment were almost as varied as the places 
where they lived. He farmed, cut pulpwood and worked as a scaler 
in bush camps. A scaler is a person who goes out into the bush to 
measure all the pulpwood piles and keeps a tally of all the wood that 
has been cut by the employees of the company who hired him. He 
also worked as a mechanic in a garage and, finally, as a section man 
on the CNR until his retirement in the fall of 1969. 

Bror and Len raised a family of two daughters: Vivian and Gail. 
When Vivian became school age they settled in the little hamlet of 
Clemenceau where they continued to live until 1957. The girls left 
two years earlier to complete their education in Hudson Bay which 
was some 25 miles away. 

Bror and Len moved into Hudson Bay in the fall of 1957, when 
Vivian went to Winnipeg to seek employment. Gail followed her 
sister to Winnipeg in the summer of 1959 where she became 
employed by Great West Life Insurance Company. However, she 
left Winnipeg for Regina, Saskatchewan in 1966 where she met a 
home-town boy from Hudson Bay. They were married before the 
end of the next year and have spent most of their married life in 
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married Robert Glennie and lives in Winnipeg. She is a legal 
secretary and has one child, Jordan. Larry works for Boeing Aircraft 
and lives at home. 

Violet completed high school and worked and lived in Winnipeg. 
She is the Personnel Supervisor at Winnipeg Photo. She married 
Don MacIntosh and they had one son, Roddy, who died accidentally 
at the age of 17 in 1975. In 1975, Vi married Lloyd Neher and they 
reside in Winnipeg. 

Art and Hilda (Gregg) Carlson 
Art was born in 1908. He completed his education at Meadows 

and then remained at home to work on the farm. In 1953 he married 
Hilda Gregg from Winnipeg. They lived on the home place and 
farmed until 1974. Both Art and Hilda belonged to the Meadows 
Community Club and supported community activities. After selling 
the farm the family moved to Winnipeg. Art has recently moved into 
a Senior Citizen's home in Winnipeg. 

Art and Hilda have five children. Douglas married Blanche 
Rodidoux and has two children; Leonard works in Winnipeg; 
Diana married Andy Larkin and has two children; Ronald mar
ried and has one child; Tyler lives in Winnipeg. 

Vemer alld Edc Johnson Falilily 
Back Row: L\'IIllc. Palli. Colleell. Michelle. 
Frolll ROll': Roy. Leallll!'. Virgillia. Ed£'. Verner. Gralll. Rose-AIIIIl'. Iris.Wa\'ll!'. 

Edith (Carlson) and Verner Johnson 
Edith was born in 1910, received her education in Meadows, 

Rosser and Winnipeg and became a teacher. In 1937 she married 
Verner Johnson, a carpenter employed by the Harper Construction 
Company. They lived in Winnipeg until 1943 when they bought 
Frank Heimer's farm and moved to Meadows. Two years later they 
bought the Mitchell DeConinck farm where they lived until their 
retirement to Warren in 1978. 

Ede was the local "treasurer" for many years for many different 
organizations and both were willing volunteers in the community. 
They are honourary members of the Meadows Community Club. 
They moved to Warren where they lived for 1 2 enjoyable years and 
are now residing in Stonewood Place at Stonewall. 

They have three children. Roy graduated from the University of 
Manitoba with degrees in science and education. He married Vir
ginia Patmore, also a teacher, in 1965. They are presently living in 
Winnipeg where Roy is vice-principal of Oak Park High School. 
They have two daughters: Colleen, who graduated from Honors 
Commerce in 1991; and Michelle, who is currently attending 
university. 
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Wayne also has his BSc and BEd degrees from the University of 
Manitoba. In 1967 he married Rose-Anne Genik, a nurse from 
Gilbert Plains. They are living in Winnipeg where Wayne is the 
department head of science at Kelvin High School. They have two 
children: Lynne, in fourth year engineering at the University of 
Manitoba; and Paul, who is in second year science. 

Grant completed his high school at Warren. He always enjoyed 
sports, in particular, football. He was invited to Blue Bomber 
training camp but chose to farm instead. In 1968 he married Iris 
Charko, a teacher from Warren. Iris was the daughter of Ted and 
Alice Charko. They moved to Warren in 1978 and, in 1980, 
purchased the C&M Sporting Goods and Coffee Shop. They still 
operate the store which they have renamed Grant's Grill. 

While living at Meadows, Grant served as councillor for Ward 1 
of the RM of Rosser and is presently chairman of the board for the 
Interlake #21 School Division. They are active volunteers in any 
community in which they live and are involved in many activities. 
They have one daughter, Leanne, who is in second year physical 
education at the University of Manitoba on a volleyball scholarship. 

Harold Walter Carlson: Born in January, 1912 and died in June of 
the same year. 

Doris (Carlson) and John McCuish 
Doris was born in 1913. She finished her schooling and then 

trained to be a registered nurse. She served as a nursing sister in the 
Canadian Navy during the war years. 

Doris married John (Mac) McCuish, an RCMP officer. After 
many transfers, due to Mac's profession, they returned to Winnipeg 
where they retired. Doris passed away in 1981 and Mac followed in 
1985. They had one son, Dan, who married Heather Marston in 
1986. They have two children. 

"Mac" alld Doris McClIish alld DallllY 



Vi. AI/I/Joy and A/jiw/ Mylde 

Standing: Richard. Christina 
Ann Joy and Mark Hodges 

Andy and Henny (Enquist) Hagborg 
Andy, born in 1906, worked at home on the family farn1 like his 

brothers. In 1926, he ventured to the city to work for his uncle's 
company, The Hagborg Fuel Company. He worked there for three 
winters and for the Fort Rouge Coal Company for four winters. 

In 1935, he married Henny Enquist from Chatfield. Henny was 
the daughter of Helma and Albin Enquist. They moved .into their 
new house across the road from the "home place" and started to build 
up their own farm. 

In 1936, the first trees were planted in what was to become a prize 
winning yard. The deserving couple have won major awards for 
their beautiful yard including the first prize Graves Grand Champion 
Award from the Manitoba Horticulture Society. Every summer 
visitors come from miles to view the lovely grounds and to enjoy the 
gracious hospitality of Henny and Andy. 

Both Andy and Henny have taken an active part in all local 
organizations and are honourary members of the Meadows Commu
nity Club. Both enjoy curling and bowling for recreation. Andy 
spent many years as councillor for Ward 1. They retired from 
farming in 1977 and still live in their beautiful farm yard. 

They have two children: Shirley and Violet. 

Standing: Violet and Shirley 
Se(J(ed: Andy and Henny Haghorg 

Shirley married Murray McLeod from Stonewall and lived in 
Winnipeg until they moved to Meadows to farm in 1956. Murray 
was the son of Alexander and Well a McLeod. Shirley and Murray 
built their house and yard next to Shirley's mum and dad. Like Andy 
and Henny, Shirley and Murray spent many hours working at the 
Meadows Hall. They retired from farming in 1984. Since that time 
Shirley has become a successful real estate agent working for NRS 
Block Bros and Murray does carpenter work. 

They have five children. Gordon, married Janice Rae and has 
three children: Shaun, Stacey and Kristi. They live at Warren. 
Gordon is the head groundskeeper at Red River Community Col
lege. Allen is a biotechnologist, works at Lucerne Milk Plant and 
lives at home. Sherri married Harvey Rebalkin, works for the 
Winnipeg Police Department and lives in Winnipeg. Shannon 

Back Roll': HalTey Reba/kin. Allen McLeod. Gordon and Janice McLeod. Rohert 
Glennie. Larry McLeod 
Seated: Shari Rehalkin. Shirley and Murray McLeod, Shannon and Jordan 
Glennie 
Frolll: Kristi. Shaun and Stacey McLeod 
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northern Manitoba. His name is William (Bill) Cable and they have 
raised a family of two boys: Jason and Darren. For the past 14 years 
they have lived at Cranberry Portage, Manitoba. 

Through the years Len also worked at a variety of different jobs. 
She worked as a cook in bush camps; in a cafe kitchen as both cook 
and cleaner; and as a housekeeper for her invalid sister-in-law and 
her family. She cooked for the telegraph gang; the Department of 
Agriculture crew; the Hudson Bay Hospital; and Pioneer Lodge, the 
Senior Citizens Nursing Home, in Hudson Bay. All of it was very 
heavy and demanding work. So, in the latter years, she enjoyed her 
retirement very much. 

In December, 1979, ten years after Bror retired from the railroad, 
they made what was to be their final move. They moved to a little 
four-room bungalow on the farm of their daughter and son-in-law, 
Vivian and Bob White, situated in the Lilyfield district. By this time, 
Bror's health was beginning to fail as he suffered from emphysema 
and bronchial asthma. After a rather tough struggle, Bror passed 
away on June 3, 1983 and was laid to rest in the Lilyfield Cemetery. 
He has been sadly missed, not only by his family but by all who knew 
him. He was such a kind and gentle man with a great sense of 
humour. 

Len remained in reasonably good health for the next few years 
and, as she didn't care to live alone, she had her granddaughter, 
Darla White, move in with her. Len spent a fair amount of time 
visiting with Gail and her family as well as relatives and friends in 
and around the Hudson Bay area. She also made some trips out to 
British Columbia to visit with relatives and friends there. She loved 
to travel by bus and especially enjoyed meeting and talking to 
people. 

In the summer of 1980, Len, Darla and Derek White took a trip 
to visit with her sister and other relatives in Sweden. Her sister lived 
in Ostersund and, because the rest of her relatives lived elsewhere, 
they travelled quite extensively throughout the country and they all 
had a marvellous time. 

In the latter years she was a very busy lady and was always on the 
go. If there was a vehicle in the yard that was going somewhere, ten 
chances to one she was in it. She also had a variety of hobbies such 
as crocheting, knitting, ceramics and above all else she loved to read. 
She never had time to grow old and that was probably due to the fact 
that she was young at heart. 

After a comparatively short illness, she passed away in the Grace 
Hospital in Winnipeg on August 15, 1990. She was laid to rest beside 
her husband in the Lilyfield Cemetery. She was loved by all who 
knew her and is very sadly missed. 

NORMAN AND PAT HARIDS 

Norman and Pat Harris moved to Meadows in 1940 when Norm 
became the grain buyer for N.M. Paterson and Sons Ltd. Previously 
they had lived in Winnipeg where he was employed at the Paterson 
head office. 

In 1947 they bought a half section of land from E. Ander, E 1/2 
of 24-12-2W, and, in 1949, purchased part of 20-12-1W from L. 
Keith. A new house was built on this property in 1950 and the family 
was ready to move to their own farm. 

Norm resigned his position as a grain buyer and gave his full 
energy to grain farming. He also ran an Elephant Brand fertilizer 
business from his yard for many years. 
The family were avid campers and, when time pelmitted, they could 
be found at some lake where the fish were biting. Norm and Pat made 
many trips down south in their camper and later purchased property 
at New Braunfels, Texas, where they spend their winters. 

346 

They farmed until 1983 when they sold their land and retired to 
a lovely yard site along the Winnipeg River at Silver Falls where 
they spend the summer months. Their move was Meadows' loss as 
both Norm and Pat were active and supportive in the community. 

Charlie and Betty (Schreyer) 
Norman and Pat have two children, Charlie and Marilyn. Charlie 

received his education locally and, as well as helping his dad on the 
farm, got a job with Cominco. In 1969 Charlie married Betty 
Schreyer from Dugald and they lived in a house trailer next door to 
his dad and mom. Betty was employed by the Manitoba Telephone 
System. 

On May 1, 1973 a daughter, April Dawn, was born. In January, 
1975 they moved to the home formerly owned by John and Luise 
Voth and lived there until Charlie was transferred to the Calgary area 
with Cominco. They bought a home in Okotoks, Alberta in August, 
1981 and took up residence there. Betty keeps busy working for 
income tax and as a volunteer fire fighter at Okotoks. They enjoy 
camping in the summer and curling in the winter. April received her 
education there and is presently attending university and being a 
cheerleader for the Calgary Stampeders. 

Marilyn and Dave Riddell 
Marilyn married Dave Riddell of Warren in 1968. They live in 

Winnipeg where Dave is employed by Winnipeg School Division 
No.1. Marilyn works at a law firm. They have two daughters: 
Debbie, who is 18, and Shelley, who is 16. 

THE HARRIS FAMILY HISTORY: 1898 - 1991 

Stuart George and Annie (Lefley) 
The Thomas A. Harris family came from Bathurst, New Bruns

wick, one of a number of families seeking a new home because of 
the surplus population in the Maritimes. Following glowing accounts 
of opportunities in Manitoba, they came via the United States and 
arrived in Winnipeg in November, 1880 - at the beginning of a 
Manitoba winter. In a family offive, Stuart George was eldest at 15 
years. He worked for some years at the Winnipeg Post Office and 
then went to the United States for a time. In 1899, Thomas Harris 
married Annie Lefley who was from a pioneer family that came from 
England in 1884. They first moved to Lake Francis and then to 
Grosse Isle, in 1892, where descendants of the Letley family still 
farm. 

StUlIrt George Harris. IS73 

Stuart Harris was an ardent 
sportsman and hunter all his 
life - it is said that when he first 
visited the farm site, in the 
spring of 1898, the thousands 
of geese and ducks in nearby 
Grant's Lake influenced his 
decision to locate there. Stuart 
Harris was also community 
minded. He served as a school 
trustee for many years. As 
chairman of the United Farm
ers of Manitoba he gave much 
time trying to secure better 
conditions for rural Manitobans 
following World War I. After 
his sudden death in 1931, the 
farm was carried on by his son, 
Charles, and wife, Emma. 



Annie Harris was a devoted homemaker who also found time to 
help with community affairs, working for the United Farm Women 
of Manitoba, the Community Club and especially for the Red Cross. 
Her hobbies were knitting and crocheting. After her husband's 
death, Mrs. Harris spent happy times with members of her family 
until her death on New Year's Eve, 1948. 

From this marriage there were four children: George, Charles, 
Annie and Ina. 

George Stanley and Helen (Bain) 
George Stanley (1900-1984) married Helen (Nell) Miller Bain in 

1940. Helen was from another pioneer family of the district. After 
his father passed away in 1931, George worked on the home farm for 
two years, 1932-1933. He then worked for the Canadian Pacific 
Railway from which he retired in 1965. George and Nell did some 
travelling. George spent many hours in his basement workshop 
where he fixed almost anything people brought to him. 

Nell was a born farmer. When George was busy on the railway, 
she spent the summers working at the Bain farm, NE 25-12-1 W, 
with her sister, Elizabeth. 

Annie Elizabeth and Ernest Dietz 
Annie Elizabeth, better known as Nan, (1906-1977) moved to 

Winnipeg in 1929 where she worked for Manitoba Telephone 
System for many years. In 1948 she married Ernest Dietz who 
worked for MacLeod's shipping department. Ernie and Nan enjoyed 
their summer cottage on Clearwater Bay, Ontario where they spent 
a great deal of time, especially after retirement. 

Ina Margaret and Cameron McIntyre 
Ina Margaret was born in 1915 and became a teacher in 1936. She 

taught school for many years and, from 1941 to 1944, was Director 
of Manitoba Junior Red Cross. She married Cameron McIntyre in 
1943 and they still reside on their farm in the Cui ross District near 
Elm Creek. 

Charles Stewart and Emma Jane (Moore) 
Charles Stewart (1902-1989) married Emma Jane D. Moore in 

1930. Emma was from a pioneer family from Lake Francis. Except 
for a short period working away from home and three years overseas 
(1942-1945) during World War II, he had been active in farming. 
For many years, Charles also drove a school van and later did 

£lI1l11a and Charles Harris 

carpentry work. In 1946, 
Charles remodelled the house 
by adding an upstairs to pro
vide more room. He was an 
avid curler and carried on the 
tradition of hunting. 

Charles and Emma were 
blessed with six children before 
she passed away in 1954. 
Emma's flairfor gardening and 
flowers was widely known and 
a trait which has been passed 
onto her daughters. 

Of this second generation, 
the children of Charles and 
Emma carry the family name 
into the third generation. 

Edward Gordon (Ted) (1931-1990) married Agnes Johnson 
from Starbuck in 1954. Ted, a plasterer by trade, moved to the west 
coast in 1957 where he started his own business. They had four 
children: Stuart, Debra, Cameron and Dean, as well as six grand
children. 

James Stewart (Jim) was born in 1932. He and Ted worked 
together in Winnipeg in the plastering trade in earlier years. In 1953 
Jim married Helen Borthistle from Grosse Isle and, after a few years, 
built a new home just north of Grosse Isle. They have four children: 
Leslie, Gordon, Kathy and Calvin, as well as seven grandchildren. 
Jim retired a few years ago from Westroc Industries after many years 
as a salesman. Retirement leaves Jim with more time to farm with his 
brother, George. 

Donna Dean was born in 1934 and, in 1953, married Kelvin 
Baldwin from Warren. Donna and Kev spent a few years overseas 
during the early years of their marriage as Kev was in the Air Force. 
After returning home, they built a new house three miles north of 
Grosse Isle. Donna inherited her mother's love for gardening and 
their place is a lovely sight in the summer months, particulary when 
the "glads" are in bloom. Donna and Kev were blessed with four 
children: Emily, Kelly, Jim and Colleen and have five grandchil
dren. 

Wilda Marie (1936-1973) married Vernon Jones from Warren 
in 1954. Wilda was an avid curler and most bonspiels held her entry. 
Vernon and Wilda had four children: Darlene, Carole, Lori and 
Douglas, as well as two grandchildren. Carole (Henry) presented 
Grandpa Charlie with his first great grandchild, Dustin, in 1975. 

Carol Leslie was born in 1941 and married Donald Nichol from 
Warren in 1961. Carol worked as a public health nurse in our area 
for a few years, then as a Registered Nurse at Grace Hospital. Carol 
is currently Head Nurse at Rosewood Lodge in Stonewall. Don and 
Carol have three sons: Gregory, David and Corey, as well as two 
grandsons, who all live in the Rosser District with the exception of 
Greg, who is employed with the RCMP. 

George Stanley was born in 1949 and, in 1972, married Barbara 
Sheldon from Winnipeg. They mark the third generation of the 
family to live on the home farm. An addition to the house was added 
in 1977 to provide more room. 

George and Barb had two sons: Jason Edward, born in 1974, and 
Scott Bradley, 1977- I 979. Both George and Jason are avid sports
men and, at the present time, George holds the Manitoba record for 
the largest typical dee( antlers, scored at 195.2, bagged in 1988. 
They mostly grain farm; however, they do raise some cattle as well. 
Barb works at Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce in Stonewall 
and Jason is currently finishing his Grade 12 at Warren. 

Nineteen ninety-eight will mark one hundred years the Harris 
farm has been in the family with Jason being the fourth generation 
of the family to live here. Who is to know what the next 100 years 
will bring? 

Stanley Call and Florence 
Stanley was three years younger than his brother, Stuart George 

Harris. He assisted with the purchase of the Harris farm, NE 35- I 2-
I W, in 1898 and later sold his share to Stuart. Stanley worked for 
Turnbull-McManus Lumber in Winnipeg for 52 years, being pro
moted from doing odd jobs to becoming manager before the firm 
closed. 

Following the death of his wife, Florence, in 1944, he sold his 
home and lived in a boarding house until 1947 when he moved to the 
Harris farm, where, with the help of his nephew, Charles, he built a 
comfortable little house, planted trees and kept a bountiful garden. 
He spent happy years with Charles, Emma and their family. Stanley 
passed away peacefully at his Grosse Isle home in 1958. 
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HAVIXBECK 

Joe alld lise Hal'ixheck 

Joseph and lIse 
Joe was born in Duelmen, Germany and immigrated to Canada 

in 1929. After working on various farms in Saskatchewan, he came 
to Rosser in 1930 and started working for Mr. Floyd Howe. Ilse was 
born in Kitchener, Ontario, went to Germany with her parents for 
nine years, and returned to Winnipeg in 1929. . 

lise and Joe were married in 1935 and both worked for Mr. & Mrs. 
Howe for awhile. They moved to their own farm, W 1/228-11-1 E, 
in July 1935, set up housekeeping there and kept a few cows and 
sows. In 1945 they purchased this farm and E 1/2 of 29-11-1 E from 
Mr. Floyd Howe and in 1956 they purchased the W 1/2 of29-11-1 E. 
Through those years they always kept cows, pigs, and chickens. 
They also had a team of horses. . 

In 1959 they built their first new home where Carl and Diane are 
now living. In 1965 a new hog barn was built. It was a farrow-to
finish unit. At full capacity, it housed 40 sows and 500 hogs. In 1969 
when Carl, their oldest son, was man-ied, Joe decided to semi-retire 
and sold Carl a half section and the hog enterprise. This meant 
building again and they built a new home on the NE 1/429-11-1 E, 
away from the home farm. . 

Ilse always had very large garden. She spent many hours cannmg 
and freezing fruit and vegetables for the coming winter months and 
usually had enough to last until the following year. Ilse was a 
member of the Rosser Women's Institute and served as president 
and secretary. She was also a 4-H leader for two years. Ilse died on 
February 4, 1975 at the age of 57. 

Joe can-ied on quite masterfully on his own. He received help 
from all his children. Having Carl across the road was a big help. 
Louise came out on a regular basis to do his laundry and to attend to 
other matters. He would also phone his children for advice whether 
it was about cooking, canning or gardening. He remained quite 
independent. Joe sold the remainder of the farm to Carl in 1980. He 
still continued to work the land and help with the harvest. Joe died 
on December 2, 1985 at the age of 83. 

Joe and lise had nine children: Edith, Irene, Louise, Carl, Paul, 
Peter, Joseph, John and Helen. They are all man-ied and live in 
Manitoba except for Joseph. He and his family live in Fort St. John, 
British Columbia. There are 28 grandchildren and 4 great grandchil
dren. 

- Louise Reige 
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Irene and Don Tuckey 
Irene was born in Rosser and attended school at St. Charles 

Convent, Rosser School and St. Mary's Academy. She took her 
psychiatric nurses training at the Manitoba School for Mentally 
Retarded in Portage La Prairie and graduated in 1961. 

Irene married Donald Tuckey, a farmer from High Bluff, and 
settled there to live. Together they farmed until the farn1 was rented 
in 1971. They also drove school bus for the High Bluff School 
Division and did the custodial duties at the High Bluff School. They 
are both presently employed by the Portage La Prairie School 
Division, Don as a school bus driver and Irene as custodian of the 
High Bluff School. 

They have one son, Raymond, who was born in 1961. Ray at
tended school in High Bluff and Portage La Prairie where he 
araduated from Grade 12. Ray is employed with the Department of 
Highways. Ray lives in the High Bluff area with his friend, Debbie 
Taylor, and her two children, Jason and April. Debbie is a psychi~t
ric nurse's assistant at the Manitoba Developmental Center m 
Portage La Prairie. 

/relle alld DOli Tuckey 

Carl and Diane (Muys) 

Ray Tuckey. Dehhie. 
April alld Jasoll Taylor 

Carl was born in Rosser and attended school at Rosser Village. 
He was a 4-H Dairy Calf Club member for a number of years. At an 
early age he decided that he wanted to farm, so he took the Diploma 
course of Agriculture at the University of Manitoba. After gradua
tion, he returned to the farm and worked with his father. On June 21, 
1969, Carl married Diane Muys from Fort Whyte, Manitoba. Together 
Carl and Diane began farming. 

On January 1, 1970, we purchased the W 1/2 28-11-1E and the 
hog operation and began farming on our own. During the summer of 
1973 we built an additional hog barn. We built this barn "together", 
sometimes working until 3:00 am while our three babies - the oldest 
three and a half years - slept. On January 1, 1980 Carl's father, 
Joseph, decided to retire so we purchased 29-11-1 E. During the last 
22 years we have made many changes to our farmstead, taking down 
old barns and the old two-storey Havixbeck home. We replaced the 
barns with a new shed and several new grain bins. In the fall of 1989, 
Carl decided to shut down the hog operation and go straight grain 
farming. 

We have four children: Kimberly, Kevin, Sherri and Carl Jr. They 
all attended primary, elementary, and junior high school at St. 
Charles Academy in Winnipeg; from there, the girls attended St. 



Back Roll': Killl. Kel'ill. Carl Jr .. Sherri 
Frollt Roll': Carl alld Dialle fim'ixiJeck 

Mary's Academy and the boys attended St. Paul's High School in 
Winnipeg. 

Kimberly, born in 1969, graduated in June, 1991 from the 
University of Manitoba with a Bachelor of Medical Rehabilitation 
in Occupational Therapy. She was on the Dean's Honour List in each 
of herfour years of University. She is presently employed at Seven 
Oaks Hospital in Winnipeg. Kim plays the guitar and sings in our 
church choir. 

Kevin, born in 1970, is presently in his third year at the University 
of North Dakota in Grand Forks, taking Aviation at the Aerospace 
Sciences Centre. He also has a private pilot's licence from St. 
Andrew's Airport. On June 22, 1990, Kevin received a letter from 
the University stating that he was to receive honourary award 
recognition by having his biography published in the 13th Annual 
Edition of the National Dean's List. The National Dean's List is the 
largest, most prestigious publication in the country recognizing 
academically gifted students selected by their college dean. Only 
one half of one percent of the nation's college students receive this 
award. This book is published across the United States and is a 
valuable reference for students seeking employment. Kevin has 
been employed by Transport Canada for the past two summers, and 
plans to pursue a career as a commercial pilot after graduation. 
Kevin is engaged to be married to Beverlee Payne on September 25, 
1993. 

Sherri, born in 1973, graduated with honours in June 199 I from 
St. Mary's Academy. She received an entrance scholarship from St. 
Paul's College at the University of Manitoba, as well as a scholar
ship from the Manitoba Telephone System. She is in the Faculty of 
Human Ecology. She was placed on the Dean's Honour List and also 
received the Isbister Scholarship in Human Ecology for her efforts. 
She was accepted into the Division of Physical Therapy in the 
School of Medical Rehabilitation from which she will graduate in 
1995. Sherri has completed her Grade 9 piano and also sings in our 
church choir. She is a part-time Safeway employee. Kim and Kevin 
were part time Safeway employees during their school years, too. 

Carl Jr., born in 1977, is in Grade 9 at St. Paul's. Carl enjoys 
school and also does well. He is on the volleyball and curling teams. 
Carl curls with the juniors in Rosser too. He plays the flute. All of 
our children were 4-H members in Rosser at one point in their 
childhood. 

As a family we enjoy going to the Little Britain Schutzenfest. It 
is a German festival in July. Carl Sr. and Kevin are both members of 

the club. We have taken several fondly remembered family holidays 
together; to Hawaii, Florida, California, British Columbia, to see 
Uncle Joe & Nancy, Quebec and Colorado, for skiing,. All of our 
family loves skiing so we try to go as often as possible. 

Paul and CharIiene (Muys) 
Paul was raised and attended school in Rosser and then at Warren 

Collegiate. He graduated from the University of Manitoba with a 
Bachelor of Science in 1967 and Education in 1970. He married 
Charliene Muys, BA, in June, 1967. 

Since graduation Paul has 
taught in a number of Junior 
High and Senior High Schools 
in the St. James-Assiniboia 
School Division and is pres
entl y teaching mathematics and 
computer courses at St. James 
Collegiate. Charliene is pres
ently working part-time at Cri
terion Research and also with 
the Centre on Aging at the Uni
versity of Manitoba. 

Paul and Charliene live in 
Charles wood. They have four 
children: Brad, 20; Michelle, 
18; Lisa, 16; and David, 12. 
Brad and Michelle are both at
tending the University of 
Manitoba. Back ROll': D{/I'id. Lisa. Brad alld 

Michelle 
Frollt /"1))1': Char/tile alld Palll 
Ilal'ixheck 

Peter and Marjorie (Denesovych) 
Peter was educated in Rosser and Warren. He married Marjorie 

Denesovych on October 12, 1968. They lived in St. Vital for one and 
a half years before moving to Alberta. Their three eldest children, 
Trish, Trevor and Andrea, were born in Alberta. 

Peter received his Inter-Provincial Heavy Duty Certificate at 
SAlT in Calgary. He began working on the oil rigs in 1976. In 1977, 
Peter and his family moved to Athens, Greece while he worked in 
Iran. Their youngest son, Dean, was born in Athens. 

Peter spent several years working on the oil rigs in the Beaufort 
Sea, Iran and United Arab Emirates, Iraq, Egypt and the N.W.T. 
They returned to Canada January 30, 1979. He is currently working 
on the North Warning System in the North West Territories. 

Trish is married to John McGuire, they have one son, Dane. 
Trevor graduated from St. Paul's High School in June 199 I. 
Andrea is in Grade 10, attending Glenlawn Collegiate. 
Dean is in Grade 7 and attends St. Emile School in St. Vital. 
Peter and his family have been living in the St. Gennain area for 

the past eleven years. 

Joseph and Nancy (Neal) 
On December24, 1947 ,Joseph was born toJoeand Ilse Havixbeck 

of Rosser, Manitoba. Joseph was the third youngest of nine children, 
educated at Rosser, Warren Collegiate and St. Paul's High school in 
Winnipeg. 

On March 3, 1967, Joseph joined the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police, receiving training at Regina, Saskatchewan and Penhold, 
Alberta. He was posted to Kamloops, British Columbia in September 
1967. 

In 1968 he married Karen Kaulbach of Vernon, British Columbia 
and had two children, Tracey and Jason. The marriage ended in July 
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1977. In November 1977, Joseph met Nancy Neal of Pine Falls, 
Manitoba. They were married on July 14, 1979 in Quebec City. On 
April 28, 1980 a set of twins, Joseph and Melinda, were born. 

Joe is still with the RCMP and presently living in Fort St. John, 
British Columbia. His wife, Nancy, is a registered nurse and works 
in the Intensive Care Unit at Fort St. John General Hospital. 

Nancr and Joscph Hal'ixbcck lI'ilh Iwins. Mclinda and Joseph 

John and Sharon (Selci) 
John was born on September 27, 1949. He attended Rosser 

School until Grade 8 and Warren Collegiate for Grade 9. He 
completed Grades 10 to 12 at St. Paul's High School in Winnipeg. 
He obtained his private and commercial pilot's licence while attend
ing the University of Manitoba Arts Program. 

John married Sharon Selci on June 16, 1973. They have two 
children: a daughter, Tanya, age 10 and a son, Jeffrey, age 14 
months. Sharon is employed at Air Canada and John is employed at 
Trans Western Express as an Account Executive. They have made 
their home in Winnipeg for the past 17 years. 

Helen and Wayne Ross 
Helen is the youngest of Joseph and lise Havixbeck. She attended 

Rosser Elementary School and Convent of the Sacred Heart. During 
this time, she was active in 4-H and various school activities. She 
graduated in June, 1972 and then attended the University of Mani
toba. 

In 1976 she married John Corkett. They had three children: 
Kimberlee, born in 1977; Christine, born in 1979; and Lee Robert, 
born in 1981. The family has lived in Selkirk, Manitoba; Edmonton, 
Alberta and later in Teulon, Manitoba. 

In 1989 Helen married Wayne Ross ofTeulon. Presently Kim is 
in Grade 10; Christy is in Grade 7 at Teulon Collegiate; and Lee is 
in Grade 5 atTeulon Elementary. Wayne, Helen and family live and 
farm on the Ross family farm. 

ORVAN AND MARY HAWKINS 

Mother and Dad were married on December 19, 1917 in Carman, 
Manitoba. After residing on a farm in the Elm Creek, Wingham and 
Fannystelle areas, they moved to Rosser in 1942. They rented the 
farm of Mrs. B. Graham, SE 30-11-2E. They farmed there until 
1955, then moved to Winnipeg. 

They celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary on December 
19, 1967. Dad died on November 24, 1974 at the age of 84. Mother 
died on June 13, 1977 at the age of 79. 
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They had a family often children. They lost their only son, Jack, 
on September 3, 1967 at the age of 45. Jack was a general contractor. 
He lost his life in a fall while working on a house he was building. 
He was married to Agnes Orr and she lives in Winnipeg. Jack served 
in World War II from 1942 until 1945. He was a member of the Royal 
Canadian Legion No. 215 East St. Paul. 

Laura and her husband, Bill Krebs, are retired and live in 
Winnipeg. 

Evelyn lost her husband, Cecil Simonson, on November 23, 
1985 and she lives in Winnipeg. 

Doreen lost her husband, Svien Johnson, on May 16, 1985 and 
she lives in Winnipeg. 

Dorothy lost her husband, Jim Blair, on November 14, 1979. She 
married Jim Oakes in 1982 and he died in an accident on October 27, 
1990. She lives in Clandeboye, Manitoba for the summer and spends 
her winters in Texas. 

Mable and her husband, Emil Gam, are retired and live at 
Balmoral, Manitoba. 

Joyce and her husband, Jim Davis, live in Rosser. Jim has retired. 
Eleanor and her husband, Doug Vanderweyde, live in Pinawa, 

Manitoba. Doug has retired. 
Mary Wood is on her own; she lives in Winnipeg and works at 

the University of Winnipeg. 
Viola divorced her husband, Carl Anderson, in 1989. She mar

ried Fred Wilhelm in 1990 and they live in Winnipeg. 
For over 40 years we have had a family reunion in June. Mother 

and Dad started this family reunion for Father's Day on a small scale 
with a picnic at the city park. Now, we are such a large gang, we have 
an organizing committee and the reunion is held at the Rosser 
Recreational Centre. 

- Joyce Davis 

Back Roll': Mary. DortJlhy. E\·clyn . .lack alld Mabcl 
2nd Roll': Viola. Joycc. Dorccll. Elcanor. Lallra 
Scalcd: Orall and Mary Hawkins 

JOHN HILL 

John Hill and his three brothers, Andrew, Dan and Leonard, left 
Holland and immigrated to Milwaukee, USA, in the early 20's. Later 
in that decade they migrated to Canada and made Rosser their home. 

John operated a dairy farm and also was a horse and cattle dealer. 
He later married Mary Jasko and proceeded to operate the dairy 
farm. The dairy was named Rosser Dairy after the municipality. 
They retailed their milk products in Winnipeg daily. They sold the 
dairy in the late 1940's. 



John and his wife, Mary, raised three children: Cora, Jack and 
Nick. They all attended Wentworth School. The children are all 
married. Cora resides in Winnipeg, Jack moved to Assiniboia, 
Saskatchewan and is still operating a cattle and grain farm. Nick 
resides in Winnipeg and is presently owner and operator of Kern
Hill Furniture with his family. 

WILLIAM AND MARGUERITE 
HINDMARCH 

Henry Appleton Hindmarch came to Canada from Northumber
land, England in 1882 at the age of II years. He married Jenny 
Williams of Stonewall, Manitoba. They had a son, Bill, born in 
Cannington Manor, Saskatchewan on March 30, 1904. Jenny died 
in childbirth so Bill was raised by his grandparents, George and 
Elizabeth Williams of Stonewall. Bill's father remarried, a widow 
with one son, Henry. There were seven children born: Mary, Freda, 
Gertrudge, Thomas, Fredrick, James, Edward. 

Bill's grandparents passed away when he was 17 years old. He 
then went to live with his aunts, Laura and Maud (Mrs. Art Pakford 
and Mrs. 1. Watt), for a year. After leaving Stonewall, he went to 
work hauling gravel with Mac and Harv Wedge, Fred Mulligan and 
Arthur Peterson. 

The early Twenties found him working on a ranch owned by J.e. 
Morton, formerly from Stonewall. He was in the Calgary Stampede 
from 1923 to 1925. Bill came back to Stonewall and worked for the 
telephone extension service. He also earned a diploma in mechanics 
and worked for Royal Motors. He later went to work for Arthur 
Peterson and his sister, Annie, then for Robert and Jean Stewart at 
Lilyfield where he helped run threshing machines until 1933. 

I, Marguerite Jane Hindmarch (AIIDstrong), was born in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba on February 16, 1914. My mother was Alice AIIDstrong 
Fardoe Roche. Her father was Archibald Armstrong who was born 
in London, Ontario. My mother had five sisters and two brothers: 
Edith Bellows (Roche), Eleanor Fields, Racheal Hamilton, Emily 
Coward, Louise Lavery, William Roche of Virden, Manitoba and 
Charles Roche of Rosser, Manitoba. 

My father went missing in action at Vimy Ridge in April, 1917. 
I had one brother, Archibald, born June 13, 1916 and deceased in 
1971. Archibald served in the Air Force for two years and was 
honourably discharged for health reasons. He married Georgia 
Miller from the Weston area in March, 1942. They had two sons; one 
died at birth and Robert was born March 17, 1950. 

Robert had two sons, Christopher and Bradley. Robert worked 
for the Department of Transport as airport manager at the Winnipeg 
airport. 

My mother was a professional singer and pianist and sang at the 
Pantages and Walker Theatres and at other prominent functions until 
her marriage to Edwin Fardoe in 1920. They had nine children from 
this union: Muriel Sharples (Fardoe), Edwin, Edna Shuster (Fardoe), 
Jeanneatte Robinson Parfanuk (Fardoe), Ruth Cook (Fardoe), Ronald, 
Roy, Robert and Clifford. 

Bill and Marguerite 
Hindlllarch 

Bill met me in 1932 and we were married on November 7, 1933. 
We moved to Winnipeg where Bill worked for Swail Bros Coal & 
Ice Company until 1936, for Sten Peterson on road construction and 
bush work. 

During the war, I worked for the Royal Canadian Air Force from 
1942 until the war ended. I then went to work for National Drug and 
Chemical from 1949 to 1979. Bill hauled pulp until 1942, then went 
to work for McDonald Aircraft until 1946 when he went back with 
Sten Peterson until 1947. After that, he went to work for Rosser 
Municipality on the road grader and snow plow until 1950. From 
1950 to 1957, he worked for the British American Oil Company. 
Later he went to work for Borger Construction until he retired 
because of ill health. Bill passed away in September 1988. 

We had two sons: Donald Leonard, born February II, 1935, 
deceased in April, 1936; and Allen, born June 23, 1938. Allen 
attended school in Winnipeg at Montcalm, Sir Hugh McDonald and 
Daniel McIntyre. Due to my ill health, he attended one term at 
Wentworth School while living with his grandmother. 

Allen married Elaine Maria Stegweit on October 6, 1961. They 
have one son, Donald Allen, born June 22, 1970. Donald is attending 
his third year at Western University in London, Ontario. 

Allen worked for Greater Winnipeg Gas for 18 years before 
moving to Oakville, Ontario in 1977 where he worked for BVD 
Waite & Co. He started his own business selling propane gas 
equipment, A.W. Hindmarch Enterprises. 

HOAS F AMIL Y HISTORY 

Andreas Simonson and Maria Johansdotter (Knutas) 
Andreas Simonson Hoas and Maria Johansdotter Knutas were 

born in 1865. They were married in Gammel Svenskby village and 
had a family of six children: Jacob, Peter, Andreas, Catherina, Anna 
and Maria. They fled Russia in 1929, arriving in Meadows in April, 
1931. With them was son, Peter, and his wife, Katarina, and family; 
and daughter, Maria, her husband, Julius, and family. The following 
year, in 1932, son, Jacob, and wife, Maria, with children Andreas, 
Jacob, Peter, Svea, Alina, Alma and Gunnar arrived. A daughter, 
Martha, was born while they lived at Meadows. Accompanying 
them was daughter, Anna, with her husband, Kristian Knutas, and 
family of Martin, Sigfried and Maria. Maria later married Leo Lally. 
Andreas was lost during the revolution and Catherina was married 
and stayed in Sweden .. 

In 1936 the Jacob Hoas family and the Knutas family decided to 
return to Sweden. Andreas and Maria bid their family here goodbye 
and returned with them, settling on the island of Gotland. They were 
happy to be back in Sweden where language was no barrier. They 
lived until 1943 when, within a week of each other, they passed 
away. While in Meadows for over five years they lived with their 
son, Peter and Katarina. 

Andreas and Maria 
Hoas 
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Peter and Katarina 
Peter and Katarina, with their five children - John, Emma, 

Christina, Ellen, and Nils - settled into farming and establishing a 
home in Meadows. They, along with son, John, were original 
shareholders in the tract of land settled by the Swedish people. 

They, in partnership with John, established a dairy business. 
Their greatest joy was living in a free country, their church and their 
family. In 1953 they returned to Sweden for a well-deserved 
holiday. Katarina had four sisters and Peter had two sisters and a 
brother to visit as well as many other friends and relatives. Katarina 
died in April, 1957 and Peter in December, 1963. 

Back Row: Katarina. Peter. John. Kristina 
Frolll Row: Alfi·ed. Martha. Emil J-/(WS 

John and Kristina (MaIm as) 
John Hoas was born in 1913 in the Ukraine, Russia and immigrated 

to Canada at the age of 17 with his parents, Peter and Katarina. 
Kristina Malmas was born in the Ukraine in 1912 and also immigrated 
in 1930 with her parents, Frederick and Margareta. They were 
married on November 6, 1937. 

They have three children: Martha, Alfred and Emil. John, together 
with his sons, runs a dairy and grain farm on the same land that he 
settled on in 1931. Although John is officially retired, he can usually 
be found in the shop or on the combine at harvest time. 

Kristina and John J-/oas 

352 

Both John and Kristinaenjoy gardening and have a lovely display 
of flowers in the summer. They enjoy their friends at the bowling 
alley during the winter months. 

John and Kristina have made several trips back to Sweden to visit 
family and friends, the latest being in July, 1991. They also are the 
host family for visitors from Sweden with a never-ending supply of 
friendship and food. 

Martha and Ruben Johnson 
Martha was born in 1939 and is the oldest child, and only 

daughter, of John and Kristina Hoas. She received her elementary 
education in Meadows, and attended high school in Winnipeg at 
Gordon Bell. She came home to the farm and helped there until she 
was married. 

Martha was to marry Ruben Johnson on November 7, 1959 but, 
due to a fire in the family home, Ruben's father, Albin, died at that 
time. The wedding plans were postponed until April, 1960. 

Ruben and Martha have three children: Sharon, Verner and 
Larry. Sharon is married to Ken Sovak and they have a daughter, 
Brittany. Verner is living and working on the family farm at Dugald. 
Larry is taking Grade 12 at Springfield Collegiate. 

Larry. Verner. Sharon I/nrl Ken Somk 
Rlihen and Marthl/Johnson 
Brillany Somk 

Alfred and Evelyn (Komadowski) 
Alfred is the second child of John and Kristina, born in 1943. He 

attended school at Meadows and Rosser and went directly into 
farming with his brother, Emil, and father, John. His favourite sports 
are hockey and curling. 

On April 24, 1971 Alfred married Evelyn Komadowski of 
Tyndall, Manitoba. Four children were born to this marriage. 
Michael was born July 18, 1972. He attended school at Rosser, 
Grosse Isle and Warren Collegiate, graduating in June, 1991. He was 
very active in school sports, and in curling and baseball. He is a 
volunteer Rosser Fire Fighter. 

Jason arrived on June 1, 1974. He, too, excels in hockey and 
baseball and participates in school sports. He is attending Warren 
Collegiate. 

Debbie was born February 6, 1976. She is attending Warren 
Collegiate and also enjoys school sports, ringette and baseball. She 
was a Youth Ambassador for the Swedish Pavilion at Folklorama in 
1991. 

A son, Richard, was born in April, 1977 and passed away on 
December 10 of that year. 



Alfred and Evelyn enjoy camping and attending sport activi
ties with their children. They are also very active in the Meadows 
Community Club. 

Back Row: lvlichacl. Jason. Af/ied 
From ROll": E"e!yn and Dc""i,. !-lOllS 

Emil and Katie Warkentin (Bergen) 
Emil was born in 1945 and is the youngest son of John and 

Kristina Hoas. He received his education at Meadows and Rosser 
Schools but decided, at an early age, that farming would be his life's 
work. He farms with his brother, Alfred, and his father, John. They 
run a dairy and grain farm. 

Emil enjoyed playing hockey as a teenager and now spends some 
of the winter at the curling rink at Rosser. In the summer his free time 
is spent on the golf course or camping with his family. 

Emil married Katie Warkentin on October I, 1977. Katie had 
been previously married to Otto Warkentin and has a daughter, 
Karen, by that marriage. Otto was killed in a single vehicle accident 
in 1974. 

Katie is the oldest daughter of Jake and the late Katie Bergen of 
Warren. Katie is involved with the Meadows Women's Auxiliary 
and is a leader of the Rosser 4-H Club. She enjoys sewing and 
handicrafts. 

Back R01\": Elllil and Katie !-Ioas 
Frollt R01\": Bryan . .lillie and Korell 

Karen was born in 1975 and is taking her Grade II at Warren 
Collegiate. She enjoys sports, painting and is a member of the Rosser 
4-H Club and Warren Seniors 4-H Club. 

Bryan was born in 1978 and is in Grade 8 at Grosse Isle School. 
His winters are spent playing goal for his hockey team and he enjoys 
hunting. 

Julie was born in 1980. She is in Grade 6 at Grosse Isle School. 
She enjoys 4-H, plays ringette, takes piano lessons and is an avid 
reader. 

Christina and Joseph Taylor 
Christina was born in September, 1916, the middle child of Peter 

and Katarina Hoas. 

Joseph and Christinll Taylor 

She married Joseph Taylor in June, 1941. Joe served with the 
Royal Canadian Air Force and was stationed overseas for 18 
months. During this time Christina did house cleaning, cooking and 
milking cows for the Carlsons and Dowler families. She is "Nanna" 
to Ann Joy Hodges (Mykl~), since she was a live-in nanny at the time 
of Ann Joy's birth. 

Joe and Christina lived in Winnipeg, then moved to Riverton, 
then back to Winnipeg in 1951 when they bought their present home 
on Renfrew Street. Joe had a stroke in 1980 and died of a second 
stroke in August, 1981. They had no children of their own but 
Christina's nieces and nephews were their adopted family. 

Christina is very involved with St. Marks Lutheran Church and 
has driven for Meals on Wheels for the last 16 years. 

- Katie Hoas 

Ellen and AIr Mykle 
My name is Ellen (Hoas) Mykle. I was born in the Ukraine, 

Russia, on February 8, 1922. I came to Canada with my family in 
1929 and to Meadows in 1930, during the Depression Years. 

I married a west coast fisherman named All' Bernhard Mykle, a 
second cousin to Alfred C. Mykle of Meadows. on March 14. 1942. 
All' was born in Syvde. Norway on March 15, 19 I O. He came to 
Canada in 1927 and worked for the Canadian Pacific Railroad 
around Ingolf and Kenora, Ontario. He later moved to Vancouver 
where he joined his brother, Sigurd, and cousin. Olga Garen, in 
halibut, salmon, herring, pilchards and tuna fishing from the Queen 
Charlotte Islands to Alaska. 
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In 1957 Alf decided to change from fishing to farming so we 
moved to Langley, 35 miles east of Vancouver. We bought ten acres 
of land at $300.00 an acre, built a new house and started raising 
broiler chickens. Alf and I retired from the broiler business in 
September, 1971. 

Stalldillg: Arne. Kell 
Frolll: AIt: Ellell. Barham alld Lillda 

Our first three children were born in North Vancouver. Arne 
Leonard, was born on July 9, 1943; Kenneth Paul, born on Septem
ber 24, 1947; and Linda Elaine, born on January II, 1952. 

Arne worked for Manitoba Hydro as a draftsman. It was here that 
he met his wife-to-be, Barbara Lee Smith. They were married in St. 
Marks Lutheran Church in Winnipeg on August 14, 1965. 

Arne has been active in farm politics since acquiring the farm 
from us. Recently, he was appointed by the Federal Minister of 
International Trade to an Advisory Committee regarding agricul
ture, beverage and food. In November, 1990 the British Columbia 
Minister of Agriculture appointed Arne as the chairman of the BC 
Milk Marketing Board. 

Arne and Barb have three children. Kevin Douglas, born on 
November 18, 1968, joined the Air Force in September, 1989 to 
further his education in aviation. He married Nauja Winkler of 
Langley on September I, 1990. They presently live in Moose Jaw 
where he is stationed. Brian Keith, born on October 28, 1970, is 
presently managing the family farm in Langley. He is engaged to 
Mirella Breure and they have set their wedding date for April 25, 
1992. David Allan, born on June 13, 1974, will be graduating from 
Grade 12 at Mountain Senior Secondary School. His future plans are 
to enroll in a vocational program. 

Our second son, Kenneth, graduated from Langley Secondary 
school and spent two years at Simon Fraser University. After taking 
pilot training in Langley, he worked in Ontario, then Uranium City, 
Saskatchewan, where he met his wife to be, Diane Audrey Reid, they 
were married on November 13, 1971. They have two daughters: 
Jennifer Lee, born on October 3, 1975, is presently in Grade II; and 
Melissa Ann, born on June 9, 1977, is a Grade 9 student and on the 
Honour Roll. 

Ken has been with Canadian Pacific Airlines, now Canadian 
Airlines International, for 19 years and Diane has a part-time job at 
Langley Memorial Hospital. 

Linda graduated from Langley Senior Secondary School. Her 
career was office management and she has worked for several 
companies, most notably Expo 86. She married Douglas Dulmage 
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in 1980 and they were divorced two years later. She has been married 
to Patrick Allan Aldous since 1987. They have one daughter. Amy 
Louise. Patrick has three daughters from a previous marriage: 
Kathy, Wendy and Betty. 

Our second daughter, Barbara Ellen, was born in Langley. She 
became t1uent in sign language and worked through the school 
system as an interpreter for the deaf and hearing impaired students. 
She is presently expanding her certification in ASL as well as 
interpreting wherever she is required. She married Terry Hotzon in 
Eugene, Oregon. Terry is manager of the deli department of a large 
food chain store and is also a skilled woodworker. He is trying to 
build up his own business. As yet, they have no children. 

Alf passed away on June 24, 1988. I am currently living in a 
mobile home on Arne and Barb's farn1. 
Nils and Doris (Dillabough) 

Nils Hoas was born on October 13, 1927, the youngest child of 
the Peter Hoas family. He grew up and received his grade school 
education in both of the one-room school houses in Meadows, 
Manitoba. 

Ethyl Doris Dillabough was born January 19, 1928 in Vancouver, 
British Columbia. Nils and Doris were married in May, 1949 and 
returned to Meadows that same year. In 1946 Nils had learned to t1y 
and earned his private pilot's license; however, being unable to 
pursue his desire to t1y commercially due to an abundance of pilots 
after World War II, he joined the Canadian Pacific Railway in July, 
1951 with the signal department. He moved up the ladder over the 
course of the years and retired after 36 years of service. 

During the course of his tenure, Nils, Doris and their family lived 
in Winnipeg and Portage La Prairie, Manitoba; and in Farnham, 
Lennoxville, Katevale, and Beaconsfield, Quebec. The last three 
years were spent in the Toronto office, commuting from his home in 
Oakville, Ontario. He spent five years in the Chief Engineers ' Office 
in the Montreal headquarters of Canadian Pacific. 

Nils alld Doris Hoas ({lIdfamily 

Nils and Doris have five children, three boys and two girls. Keith 
Nelson was born on March 20, 1953. He is currently employed with 
Environment Canada, Weather Service in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Russell David was born on July 14, 1954 and is married to 
Maureen Labree, born April 5, 1955, of Standstead, Quebec. They 
live in Chateauguay, Quebec, with their three boys: Alaric Nils, born 
March 25, 1974; Sean, born March 2, 1975; and Tyrel, born 
November 16, 1979. Russell is a locomotive engineer with Canadian 
Pacific Railway. 

Douglas was born on December 28, 1955 and lives in Chase, 
British Columbia. He married Brenda Olson, born November 9, 



1959, and they have one son, Sean Douglas, who was born Decem
ber20, 1989. Doug works for Canadian Pacific Railway in the signal 
department. 

Nancy Kathleen was born on July I, 1961. She is currently an 
office manager for Butler Services, a human resources contracting 
firm, and lives in Oakville, Ontario. 

Esther Ingrid was born on January 30, 1967. She has had various 
occupations from cashier to horse ranch manager and basic farming. 
She is seeking police work in the Toronto area and lives in Oakville, 
Ontario. 

Nils and Doris are now enjoying a retirement life of golf, curling 
and travel. They live in White Rock, British Columbia. 

w ALTER AND FRANCES HOLM 

Olaf Walter Emanuel, son of Eugene and Ruth, was born in the 
Scandinavia district where he grew up on a mixed grain and fur farm. 
His grandparents and parents had emigrated from Sweden. 

In 1946 Walter purchased the SW 3-18-18W in the RM of 
Clanwilliam. He married Florence Viola Nylen in 1947 and to this 
union three children were born: Brian Walter, born March 17, 1949; 
Gerald Frederick, born August 2, 1950; and Marilyn Mae, born 
April 24, 1956. 

The family operated a mixed farm which included a herd of 
registered Holstein cattle. Walter was a school bus driver and from 
1967 to 1971 was farm supply manager at the Erickson Co-Op. 

On December 29, 1969, Florence passed away suddenly and is 
buried in the Bethel Cemetery. Walter and his family remained on 
the farm until 1971 when he married Frances Isabelle Cathers, a 
widow with two sons (please refer to their story). 

Walter found employment with Kodiak Parking, in Winnipeg, as 
a service technician repairing automatic gates and time recorders. 
He remained with them until his retirement in 1986. 

Back Row: Gerry . .lean . .Ief): Brian. Wendy. Cory. Bruce. Marilyn. Chel~vl. Wayne. 
Ross 
From Row: Shawna. Ryan. Frances holding Rehecca. Waller. Bradlev. Malorie and 
Erin . 

Brian gained employment with Motor Coach Industries in 
September, 1971 and is still there. He married Wendy Ann Garrioch 
and they lived in Winnipeg and Grosse Isle until their divorce in 
1980. On February 25, 1989 Brian married Wendy Irene Bell, who 
had two sons from a previous marriage. Their family consists of 
Cory Bell, born October 10, 1975 and Jeff Bell, born May 27, 1977 
and Rebecca Holm, born August 19, 1991. Wendy is an accountant 

with Government Services, Province of Manitoba. Brian, Wendy 
and family live in the Charleswood area of Winnipeg. 

Gerry graduated from Brandon University with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in 1971 and began working with the Surveys and 
Mapping Branch of the Province of Manitoba in September. On 
August 3, 1974 he married Valerie Jean, daughter of Roy and 
Neilona Robinson of Balmoral. They have two children: Ryan 
Eugene, born December 22, 1979 and ShawnaJean, born November 
19,1981. Gerry, Jean and family reside on the SW 1-13-IE in the 
RM of Rockwood. Gerry is currently manager of the Manitoba 
Geographical Names Program, and Jean is a teaching assistant at 
R.W. (Bobby) Bend School in Stonewall. 

Marilyn married Bruce Hudson and her story continues as a 
Hudson. 

In 1982 Frances's mother, Mary Tarn, had reached the stage 
where living alone was difficult, so she lived with Frances and 
Walter for the next four years. She passed away March 23, 1986 and 
is buried in Stonewall Cemetery. 

In 1986, after 23 years as a full time homemaker, Frances went 
to work for Health and Family Services, Province of Manitoba. She 
and Walter enjoy vacationing and have travelled to numerous places 
of interest. They both feel fortunate in having their families living 
nearby. 

HOLTMANN 

Heinrich and Johanna (Westerlemke) 
Heinrich Holtmann came to Rosser from Diestedde, Germany in 

1928. After having shovelled coal and taken an agricultural course 
in Winnipeg he bought a portion of the present farm from Mr. E.E. 
Price. Heini soon discovered that farming on the prairies was a 
lonely, hard life so, in 1933, he married Johanna Westerlemke from 
Oelde in Germany and brought his bride to his estate in Rosser. 
Hanna had a wonderful sense of humour, a great zest for living and 
the ability to work hard. She was somehow able to make ends meet 
in poor times as well as in good. 

The farm in the beginning was mixed in nature, including horses, 
cattle, hogs, grain and chickens. The dairy herd itself began with ten 
purebred Holstein heifers and soon Heini was selling milk to the city 
trade in Winnipeg. The l)ardships of the thirties did not dampen the 
yearning he had for a successful farm operation. Despite serious 
illness, a home destroyed by fire, and a herd of cattle erased by T.B., 
he started again and, by 1950, his herd numbered approximately 60 
pedigreed Holstein cows. 

In 1955 the farm enterprise was expanded and incorporated as 
Holtmann & Sons Ltd. and now comprises 900 acres and 200 head 
of cattle. The increased acreage acquired was bought from Rutherford 
and Miller farms. 

Mr. Holtmann enjoyed a busy retirement. He had given many 
years of support and leadership in organizations such as the Rosser 
School Board, the Schuetzenverein (German Shooting Associa
tion), Little Britain Community Club, the Winnipeg and District 
Milk Producers Association, the Manitoba Holstein-Friesian As
sociation, the Manitoba Dairy Cattle Breeders Association, the 
Manitoba Farm Bureau and Dairy Food Service Bureau of Canada, 
the Interlake Area Development Board and the Canadian Executive 
Service Overseas. He also shared his agricultural knowledge with 
struggling counterparts in Iran. 

Mr. and Mrs. Holtmann enjoyed their life in Rosser and look 
forward to Manitoba's second century in this great country, Canada. 
They moved to St. Vital in 1991 and are enjoying life away from the 
day-to-day farming operations. 
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The Holtmanns have eight children who all attended school at 
Rosser, Grosse Isle and Warren and all hold fond memories of 
their Rosser childhood and school days. 

Johanna and Theodor, whose stories appear separately. 
Helmut, currently on Vancouver Island, British Columbia is 

self-employed as a private lumber contractor. 
Wilfred (Fritz) and Lorraine (Beaudette) reside in St. 

Hyacinthe. Quebec. Wilfred obtained his PhD from the 
University of Wisconsin and became an associate professor of 
Animal Genetics in Laval University. Later. Wilfred entered the 
private industry and became Director of Marketing for Centre du 
Insemination au Artificial du Quebec (CIAQ). Wilfred and 
Lorraine have four children. 

Erika and Ernie Wehrle reside in Winnipeg. Erika obtained 
her B.Sc .• H.Ec. from the University of Manitoba and runs her 
own business out of her home as a seamstress as well as a 
consultant to Carellan Sewing Centre. Ernie is a senior partner 
with the law firm. McJannet Rich. Erika and Ernie have four 
children: Debbie. in Ottawa; Deanna and Heather are both 
finished university and married; John is attending the University 
of Manitoba. 

Felix. whose story appears separately. 
Hiltrud (Trudy) and Norm Hamstad currently reside in 

Brandon. Trudy works as a training consultant with the 
Assiniboine Community College. Norm is the Livestock 
Specialist with Manitoba Department of Agriculture for the 
Southwest Region. They have two children: Cindy and Scott. 

John and Mary Jane (Seier) live in Winnipeg. John works 
for Vita Health Company. Mary Jane is busy with the community 
and raising their five children: Charlie, Andrew. Daniel, Matthew 
and Katie. 

Johanna "Hansie" and Arthur Demasson 
Johanna (Hansie) Demasson was born in 1934, the eldest 

child of eight. of Johanna and Heinrich Holtmann. Upon 
completion of Grade 12. she entered normal school and taught 
school until her marriage to William Wehrle in 1956. 

Bill and Hansie had five children: Mark William is married 
to Christine and has two boys, Brian and Jared. Mark is a chief 
engineer for Perimeter Aviation. Susan is employed by the 
Ministry of Transport Canada. Diane is working for Perimeter 
Aviation. Christopher is married to Brenda and has two 
children: Christopher and Megan. He is also employed by 
Perimeter Aviation. Kurt lives in Orillia. Ontario. and is 
employed as an aircraft mechanic. 

In 1977 Hansie married Arthur Demasson and is now living in 
Ontario, pursuing a career in the travel industry. 

Theodor and Christina (Laping) 
Theodor studied Agriculture (Diploma) at the University of 

Manitoba. He married Christina Laping in July. 1961. Chris then 
joined Theo in the takeover and management of the Rosser 
Holsteins dairy operation located in the Village of Rosser. Given 
the size of the farm this was a huge investment of capital, energy 
and time for a young couple. which many today would consider 
impossible. Together. Theo and Chris raised four children: 
Henry. Rosemarie, Cathy and Tony. While the young ones were 
growing up. the entire family worked together on the farm. 
everyone pitching in with the daily chores of milking and feeding 
the cattle. It was not uncommon to see the young boys, barely big 
enough to peer over the steering wheel. driving the tractors 
during seeding or harvest. Or one could hear singing in the barn 
when it was the girls' turn to do the milking. With so much work 
to do, holidays were rare but an outdoor pool was a welcome 
relief in the summer heat; the neighbours appreciated it too. 
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The family was actively involved in parish life at St. Edward's 
Roman Catholic Church in Winnipeg. All of the children 
attended Rosser. Grosse Isle and Warren schools and all went on 
to graduate from various universities. Both Henry and Tony have 
chosen to continue farming in Rosser. 

Henry married Laura Robbie, a classmate in agriculture at the 
University of Manitoba. in 1985. Their story appears separately. 

Tony lives with Theo and Chris in the family home. 
Rosemarie and Gary Bergen were married on December 

29. 1962. Rose has been working as a 4-H Specialist for the 
Central Region. Gary. an Agricultural Engineer completed his 
degree in 1992. They reside in Portage La Prairie. 

Cathy and Jochen Schroer were married in 1992. Cathy 
completed her Bachelor of Arts Degree in 1989 and then 
completed her Master of Divinity at the University of Toronto. 
Cathy is presently employed as a chaplain at St. Thomas More 
University in Fredericton, New Brunswick. Jochen immigrated to 
Canada from Germany and works as an Environmental Engineer 
with the firm Washburn and Gilles Associations Ltd. in 
Fredericton. Many people can remember Cathy's aspirations in 
public speaking and basketball which she continued in her 
graduate. post graduate and career years. 

Theo and Chris continue to remain actively involved in 
farming and community life but also enjoy taking off and 
travelling to new places around the globe. They discovered a 
common interest in golfing and hate to pass up a chance to 
improve their strokes. The family farm remains the magnet that 
pulls the Holtmanns together on holidays and special occasions. 

Henry and Laura (Robbie) 
Henry was born and raised in Rosser on the Holtmann family 

dairy farm. Upon graduation from high school, he attended the 
University of Manitoba. Faculty of Agriculture. It was at 
university that Henry met Laura. Henry received his degree in 
1984; B.Sc. in Agriculture. majoring in economics and farm 
business management. Laura received her B.Sc. in Agriculture, 
majoring in plant science, in 1985. 

Henry. Lallra (lnd Benjamin 
Holtmann 

Henry and Laura were 
married on October 12, 
1985 and moved to 
Melfort. Saskatchewan 
for a short time. Back in 
Winnipeg. Henry worked 
for Western Breeders 
Service as District Man
ager and Laura worked 
for Dupont Canada in a 
sales position. 

Benjamin was born 
April 21. 1989 and 
Laura became a full-time 
mother and part-time 
swim instructor. Laura 
organized the Rosser 
Swim Program in 1992. 

Laura, Henry and 
Benjamin moved to the 
family farm in Novem
ber, 199 I and are pres
ently farming with Hen
ry's parents, Theo and 
Christel, and brother 
Tony. 



Felix and Eveline (Pajonk) 
Our farm is located on what is now called Ridge Road, near "the 

Dump", on the only hill in the RM of Rosser. We are located near an 
ancient Indian Burial Ground and close to the Municipality's 
newest park - former gravel pits - swimming hole of old and young 
alike. 

This year, 1992, Primeridian Farms Ltd. is in a transition from 
raising hogs to growing trees. Primeridan Farms Ltd., began as a 
syndicated corporate farm on 60 acres in 1970. The owners at that 
time were Heini and Felix Holtmann, Alan Beachell, Henry Johnson, 
Erwin Friesen, and Tony Koch. In 1974, Felix purchased all the 
shares and became the sole owner. 

In 1981, Felix married Eveline Luise Pajonk, a genuine "city
slicker". Eveline at that time was Advisor to Cabinet on Women's 
Issues and Human Rights Issues; nevertheless, she adapted to counny 
life and helped from cleaning barns to powdering hogs for auction 
sales. 

In 1984, our daughter, Anita-Luise, was born. It was a mo
mentous year as Felix had decided to run for election. Our daughter 
became adept at campaigning at a very early age! 

Now, 22 years since Primeridian Farms Ltd. began and in the year 
of Canada's 125th birthday, Felix continues to reside here with wife, 
Eveline, and daughter, Anita-Luise, who is now 8 years old. She 
attends Rosser School and is actively involved in sports and ballet. 
There is also a herd of 27 deer in our field that co-exist peacefully 
with our dog, Argot. 

Felix's sons, from his previous marriage, are now young men. 
Heston, who is now 21, attends the University of Manitoba. Nelson, 
who is 18, graduated this year from high school. They both reside in 
Winnipeg. They come out quite often to help on the farm and to visit 
and play with their little sister. 

E\'eline. Heston. Felix, Nelson 
Anita-Lollise Holtman 

LA WRENCE AND EVELYN HUBKA 

Lawrence and Evelyn Hubka arrived in the Meadows area in 
1938 from Virginia, Nebraska, USA. There they had operated a 
service station and cream buying plant in a dust bowl area during the 
depression years. 

They farmed four miles west of the Village of Meadows. Besides 
farming, Lawrence took on many small jobs in the community. He 
was a carpenter, electrician, dug many basements in the area, and 
was a good mechanic and welder. He cleared roads for the munici
pality and for neighbours. He loved to tinker and built innovative 
mechanical equipment to make tasks easier. 

Lawrence also drove the first school bus, starting in 1958 when 
the students in Grades 7 and 8 attended Rosser School. The first bus 
was his own van but, when Interlake School Division took over in 
1967, he also drove school bus for them. He retired from this job in 
1974 and was honoured by the school division. 

His wife, Evelyn, was always his "right-hand man" and supported 
his many efforts. As a hobby he was also an avid photographer, 
developing his own work. Many friends and neighbours also re
member his leather crafts. 

£\'1'1.1'11 alld Lm\'rellce. 
Larrv alld Alall HlIhka 

Lawrence and Evelyn have two sons. Larry graduated from the 
University of Manitoba in 1970 with a Bachelor of Science in 
Mechanical Engineering. He married Diane Kavanagh in Novem
ber, 1986. They reside in Calgary where Larry is employed by 
Cimarron Petroleum Ltd. They have two daughters, Alicia and Tara. 

Alan graduated from Red River Community College, taking 
Civil Technology. He is presently living in Reston, Manitoba, 
working for Grays Transfer. He has two daughters, Jennifer and 
Tammy. 

Lawrence passed away in April, 1983. Evelyn continues to live 
in the district on the homeplace and is actively involved in the 
community. 

RON AND HELEN HUDSON 

In 1935 Ronald Hudson came with his parents from Crystal 
City to 20- I 1-2E. The farm was owned by Harstone Coal. Ron 
served overseas with the RCAF as a Flight Sergeant during 
World War II. 

In 1947 he married Helen Sutcliffe from Birtle, a graduate of 
Dominion Business College. In 1969 the farm was sold to the 
CPR. Ron, Helen and their family bought and moved to 31- 11-
2E. The house was also moved to its present location. 

Daughter Joan is a University of Manitoba graduate in Home 
Economics and has her Certificate of Education and is 
completing her Masters. She is married and teaching in Kenora. 

Son Terry married and is farming with his dad. He attended 
Red River College taking auto mechanics. 

THE PERCY HUDSON FAMILY 

Percy was born January 5, 19 I 9 to George and Mary Hudson of 
Crystal City, Manitoba. On October 5,1935, Percy, his parents and 
two youngest brothers moved to the W 1/2 of 20- I I-2E in Rosser 
where they proceeded to operate a grain farm. On November 2, 1946 
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he married Doris Brentnall, daughter of Percy and Marion Brentnall 
of Birtle, Manitoba. The newlyweds moved into the family home 
and lived there until 1952 when they tore down the old house and 
built a new home on the same site. 

Percy formed a partnership with his brother, Ron, in 1947 and 
they rented the farm from their father until 1952 when they bought 
it. They operated a dairy farm from 1947 until 1962 when they 
reverted to grain farming, raising beef cattle and boarding riding 
horses. In 1969 they sold the farm to the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Company and by August, 1970 had sold the cattle, bought new farms 
and moved onto their new sites. 

Percy and family moved to SW 32-11-2E in August, 1970 and 
celebrated with the whole family as they hosted a Hudson family 
reunion. He continued to grain farm until the fall of 1980 when a 
serious car accident forced him to take an early retirement. He was 
the original leader of the Rosser Light Horse and Pony Club, and 
coached minor hockey and baseball in the 1960's. He was a 
councillor in Ward 3 for the RM of Rosser from 1962 to 1970. 

Doris has been a member of the Mount Lildon Women's Institute 
since 1948. She bowled with the Clifton Ladies Bowling League for 
a number of years and is active in various church activities. 

Percy and Doris have two children. Bruce, whose story appears 
separately, and Donna. Donna married Darryl Pederson in 1978. 
They have two children, Kristina and Kurt, who live nearby on NW 
32-11-2E. 

Both Percy and Doris are enjoying their retirement and keep busy 
with visiting, short trips, community activities and their very active 
grandchildren. 

Pern' alld Doris /-/udsoll 

Bruce and Marilyn (Holm) 
Larry Bruce, son of Percy and Doris Hudson, was born in 

Winnipeg on March 21, 1955. He attended Little Mountain, Rosser, 
Grosse Isle and Warren schools and, while there, participated in 
most sports, especially football and hockey. He was a member of the 
Rosser4-H pony club. Bruce began his employment at the Red River 
Ex and is presently with Sears Canada Inc. 

On July 9, 1977 Bruce married Marilyn Mae, daughter of Walter 
and the late Florence Holm. She was born April 24, 1956 in 
Erickson, Manitoba. Marilyn received her education at Erickson, 
Grosse Isle and Warren Collegiate, and was also a 4-H member. At 
present she is a retail private investigator for Invicta Security 
Services Corp. 

Bruce and Marilyn reside on the SW of 32-11-2E in the RM of 
Rosser. They have two children: Bradley David, born August 10, 
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Bradley. MarilYIi. Malorie alld Bmce Hudsoll 

1983; and Malorie Ruth, born March 29, 1987. Bradley attends 
Rosser school and, like his parents, enjoys sports. Malorie is in 
Horizon's Day Care and is looking forward to Kindergarten in the 
fall of 1992. 

HUGHES 

Cuthbert Wilfred and Charlotte (Smith) 
Cuthbert Wilfred, better known as "Bert", was born in Liverpool, 

England. He travelled on his own to Canada to reside with friends at 
Grassmere in 1905 - a city boy of 16 years intent to become a farmer. 
He spent the ensuing years in that vicinity and at Grosse Isle, 
learning the rudiments of agriculture. 

It was at Grosse Isle he met his wife to be, Charlotte Smith. Not 
chosen for military service, he progressed to manager of a large 
stock farm owned by American interests at Glenlea, Manitoba in 
1915. Here he remained 'till purchasing a farm near Stonewall 
where he brought his bride to settle in 1921. They lived at this 
location until 1933 when, with their daughter, Joan, they moved to 
a farm on Section 4-12-1 W at West Rosser. 

Born in Winllipeg, Manitoba. Charlotte was one oftwin daughters 
of Mr. and Mrs. Henry W. Smith. She came to Rosser as a youngster 
shortly before the municipality was incorporated. The Smith home 
was situated where the Holtmann residence would later stand. 

Charlotte, Joall alld Cuthbert Hughes 

Charlotte's chosen profession 
was teaching, which she pur
sued at Waskada, Grosse Isle, 
Transcona and Winnipeg until 
her marriage. She later resumed 
her career for several years, 
retiring in the early sixties. 

During their years at Rosser, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hughes took an 
active interest in community 
affairs. Bert was a life member 
of the Manitoba Curling Asso
ciation and Charlotte a charter 
member of the Rosser Wom
en's Institute. 

Charlotte died in 1971 and 
Bert in 1975. 



Joan and Lloyd Downie 
Joan received her primary schooling at West Rosser School and 

left Rosser in 1941 to continue her education. 
She married Lloyd C. Downie of Winnipeg. They have one 

daughter, Leslie, who lives in Calgary, Alberta with her husband. 
Craig Moore. and their son, Scott. Leslie retains many fond memo
ries of the people she met at Rosser during summer holidays spent 
at "the fann". 

Joan retired in 1991 after 36 years of service with the City of 
Winnipeg as Supervisor of Acquisitions for the Winnipeg Public 
Library System. She and her husband enjoy their leisure years at 
their home in Winnipeg. 

THE ROSA AND WILLIAM HUGHES ERA 

It was around the year 1907 when my parents. Rose and 
William (Billy) Hughes. drove to their new home in their 
horse drawn buggy. Theirtwo daughters were with them. This 
was a start of their life on the prairies. The grass was a foot 
high and lilies grew abundantly. This was a comparatively 
new land. and they were around the first to arrive. They started 
the "Lily Field Dairy" on the site which became Rosser Road 
and Kitchener Avenue. 

There were no schools in the area at this time but the girls 
needed one. The only school started was Little Mountain 
School which they were taken to. The children had to be 
driven to and from school because it was quite a distance 
away. My parents decided to hold whist drives and box socials 
in their home to raise money for a school hall to be built closer 
to their home. This was accomplished in around the year 
1910. Then all the neighbours got together and later presented 
them with an eight-day marble clock as a thank you and token 
of their appreciation. 

The hall was known as Wentworth Hall as the land was 
donated by Lord Wentworth. Mark Fortune. Wentworth Hall 
was built on the same plans as Little Mountain School with the 
exception of having a raised platform for the organ at the front 
of the hall. Church services and Sunday School were held 
here. They also held dances. whist drives. box socials. etc. to 
finance the hall. I believe it also served as a school until 
around 1911 when the Wentworth School was built. I still 
have the Bible which was given to me from the Sunday School 
teacher. 

Rosa Hughes and grandchildren 

III IOl'ing lIIelllon' or 
Rosa f-lilghes 
1876 - 19-10 

Willialll f-Iughes 
1871-1964 

These few words etched on a plain red granite headstone located 
in Brookside Cemetery tell nothing about the courage. detennina
tion. self-reliance and indominitable spirit of this couple who were 
among the earliest pioneer residents of Rosser and district. There is 
no indication of their origins or how or why they came to the newly
founded Province of Manitoba or how they met and married. We do 
know that they raised nine children and today there are over sixty 
people who trace their direct lineage to Rose and Billy Hughes. 

Considering this age of jet travel. television and medicare one can 
only contemplate the hardships endured by these early settlers much 
less appreciate their ability tosurvive and thrive with only themselves 
to rely on. 

William "Billy" Hughes was born in 1871 in Seeley's Bay. 
Ontario, a neighbouring community to Kingston in the heart of 
"Orange" Ontario. Born into a dairying family one of his tasks as a 
young lad was to walk after school to the local tavern where he would 
purchase a gallon bucket of beer for five cents and get it home before 
milking was finished. 

Billy was not the oldest son in the family and future prospects 
looked bleak. So at the age of 14 he struck out on his own probably 
succumbing to the advertisements promoting the West which would 
open up as soon as the railway was completed. Railway construction 
meant jobs and Billy had the misfortune to be employed by the CPR 

Willialll f-Iughes and fellnily 

during the unusually cold winter of 1884-85 when the railway ran 
out of cash and could not pay its workers. The CPR would feed them 
and house them in tents if they continued to work and it was not until 
spring of '85 that the threat of the Riel Rebellion spurred the 
government to lend the CPR funds to complete construction. After 
several years of railway construction Billy took up residence in 
Winnipeg where he worked for the Ogilivie Milling Company, the 
Northwest Dairy, the Manitoba Dairy School before resuming 
employment as a carpenter with the CPR for several years at the turn 
of the century. In later years Billy called the CPR the "Stinkpot" 

359 



railway referring to the Keewatin Street coal yards visible from the 
farmhouse which, during the summer months, continually caught 
fire through spontaneous combustion and blanketed the area with 
sulphurous fumes. 

Rose (Rosa) Lester was born in 1876 within the sound of "Bow 
Bells" in London, England. At about eight years of age she travelled 
to Canada with her family arriving in Winnipeg sometime in 1883. 
The travelling time for such a trip would average six weeks to two 
months dependent upon the length of time required to cross the 
Atlantic (normally then 14 days) and thence by train travel from the 
port of arrival usually Halifax or Quebec City. It would be several 
years before the Canadian trans-continental railway would be 
completed which necessitated travel to St. Paul, Minnesota and 
north by rail to Winnipeg. Indications are that the family resided in 
the St. James area and Rose would recount tales of serving at garden 
parties hosted by Lord Strathcona at his summer residence - Silver 
Heights - which subsequently burned down in 1892. 

During the late 1890's she met and was courted by Billy Hughes. 
They married around 1899 and settled on a dairy farm located on 
Salter Avenue between Atlantic and Bannerman Avenue. There, in 
1901, their first of nine children was born. 

There were few neighbours when Rose and Billy moved to their 
new farm in Rosser in 1905, the fields were still original prairie 
growth and they named their enterprise the Lilyfield Dairy. In a few 
short years a tightly-knit community developed with the closest 
school at Little Mountain, several miles to the west. During the 
winter months and inclement weather, Billy would take his two 
young daughters and the neighbours children by horse and buggy. 
The doors of the home were always open to all and regular church 
services were held there until 1911 when a small hall was built by 
volunteers across the road where the Stanley Knowles School sits 
today. (Sufficient cause to make Billy roll over in his grave!) 

The hours were long - not only was there milking but also the 
delivery of milk regularly to nearby Winnipeg. Billy's customers 
were located mainly in the Point Douglas area between Logan and 
William Avenue. Rose and Billy kept abreast of the times and, when 
circumstances enabled them, they installed that modern invention -
the telephone - to satisfy the demands of a growing family which by 
now had several members working in the city. The telephone 
company, in their autocratic fashion, deemed that this in fact was a 
business phone and billed Billy the higher rate. Billy complained to 
no avail that he didn't need a phone for business as he was in town 
regularly and that the phone was for family use. The phone company 
demanded the higher rate or they would remove the phone. Billy 
saved them the trouble by tearing it off the wall and hanging it on a 
fence post for retrieval. For over 30 years the broken plaster in the 
hallway was a stark reminder of Billy's determination and sense of 
fairness. 

In 1940 Rose passed away at home bringing a sadness over the 
whole family but leaving them a memory of a person filled with 
gentle kindness, a willingness to help and devotion to her God, 
husband and family. 

The war years saw many changes - the sons went to war - hired 
help was hard to come by -in fact Billy visited the POW camp in 
Carman and hired German prisoners for short periods of time. 

The harvest of ' 43 was the last that saw stooked fields, threshing 
machines and a crew that travelled from farm to farm. It was the end 
of an era and, with the completion of harvest, Billy sold off his herd. 
With the assistance of his son-in-law, Walter Klimpke, he continued 
to grow barley for a number of years, pointing out with great pride 
that he had failed his "means" test for another year. In fact it was not 
until they were made universal that Billy did collect his first Old Age 
Pen~ion cheque mumbling that "if the damned Liberals wanted to 
throw money away he might as well take it." 

360 

While he was alive Billy refused to leave the homestead - it was 
his connection to Rose, his life partner. Together they had carved out 
a rewarding and successful life in an often harsh land, had raised a 
family of six girls and three boys and added their strenath to a 
community that would grow strong with the passing years~ 

Billy Hughes passed away on September 27, 1964. There were 
over 120 cars in the funeral procession - he was a loved and respected 
man. 

The William and Rosa Hughes' family: 
Margaret, born on June 14, 1901, married Tom Sutherland. 

They had three boys. Tom passed away in 1989. 
Ellen, born on December 25, 1903, married Ernie Bellows. They 

had one child and moved to Chicago. 
Robert, born on May 27, 1906, married Helen Robertson. They 

have two children. Robert died in March, 1992. 
Violet, born on September 25, 1908, married Walter Lake. They 

had two children. Walter is deceased. 
Hazel, born on November 27, 1910, married Robert Wingrove. 

They had two children and moved to Calgary. Robert and one 
daughter are deceased. 

John, born February IS, 1913, married Jessie White. They had 
one son. John and Jessie are both gone; one in 1989 the other in 1992. 

Kathleen, born October 23, 1915, married Ted Knecht. They 
have three children. 

Grace, born on July 23, 1918, married Walter Klimpke in 1942. 
They have two children. 

Ted, born on June 21, 1921, married Ethel Manness in 1942. 
They have four children. 

- Ian Sutherland 

PETER AND AGNES HUMPAGE 

Peter and Agnes moved to Meadows on "Back to the Land" 
Veterans Act in 1937. They first moved to a farm that was northwest 
of Meadows. They stayed only a short time before returning to 
Winnipeg. In 1953 Peter and Agnes moved back to Meadows, 
however, this time to the house across from the elevators. Peter had 
excellent carpentry skills and did some major renovations to this 
house. 

Peter passed away in 1959 and Agnes stayed at Meadows until 
1964. She then moved to Winnipeg and then on to British Columbia. 
Agnes passed' away in 1969. 

Agnes and Peter had four children: Jack, William, Milton and 
Jean. Jack married Nora Haines of Brandon and had two children, 
Jim and Kathleen. Jack and Nora currently reside in Winnipeg. 
William married Anita Achrader and they have a daughter, Cheryl. 
William passed away. Milton has one daughter, Gail. Milt lives in 
Camrose, Alberta. Jean married Jack Bais in 1940. They have three 
children: Frances (Mrs. Ray Riege), Don and Bob. Jack and Jean live 
in Camrose, Alberta. 

- Henrietta Riege 

ANDREW AND ELIZABETH HUNTER 

Andrew and Elizabeth Hunter moved to their farm at Meadows 
in 1918 and left the community in the fall of 1949 when they retired 
to Winnipeg. Andrew Hunter was born near Belfast, Ireland on April 
24, 1869 and Elizabeth Kirk on May 18, 1875. They were married 
in 1895. A son, Samuel, was born in 1897. 

The spring of 1904 found the Hunter family, with friends and 
relatives, leaving for the "New World" - their destination, Winni
peg. Here Andy worked in construction with his brother, John. He 



then worked for T. Eaton Company until moving to Meadows to 
farm. Carpentry still a main interest, Andy worked on many homes 
and barns in the community and on the community hall and school. 
Mrs. Hunter was an active worker in any and all community projects. 
The Red Cross shipped many boxes of wool and garments to her to 
be completed. 

Samuel, at 17, served in the First World War. He returned to 
Meadows for a few years before entering a business career in 
Winnipeg. He married Ada Turner. Their children: Jocelyn is 
employed by a cancer research group in San Francisco, California; 
David was accidentally killed at the age of six; and Sam, who 
worked for many years in the Civil Service, retired in 1962 and 
passed away in 1964. 

Edna passed away just before her first birthday. 
Eileen married James A. Moore. Their story appears separately. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hunter celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 

at Meadows in 1945 and their 60th in 1955 at the home of Sam and 
Ada Turner in Transcona. Andy was laid to rest in 1958. Mrs. Hunter 
spent from June to September, 1960 - in her 85th year - visiting 
relatives and friends in Dough and Belfast. She was a resident of 
Central Park Lodge until her death a week before her 95th birthday 
in May, 1970. 

- from Meadows, Centennial 1970 

BRIAN AND KELLY HUNTER 

Brian was born in Englehart, Ontario in 1965. He attended school 
in Alliston, Ontario. He worked in the community of Angus, 
Ontario. 

In 1986 Brian met Kelly Grant while she was stationed with the 
military in Borden, Ontario. Kelly was born in Toronto in 1958. Her 
father was a member of the Royal Canadian Armed Forces, Air 
Force division. As a result, Kelly lived and attended school in many 
different locations throughout Canada and Europe. 

Brian and Kelly, along with Ryan and Mark, Kelly's two sons 
from a previous marriage, came to Winnipeg in December, 1987 
where they were married. 

In August, 1990 the Hunter family moved into the Lilyfield 
district. They reside on an acreage on the NW corner of S 1/2 of SW 
16-12-2E. 

Brian is employed at Kernel Cartons as a warehouse supervisor 
in Winnipeg. Kelly is employed as a Paraprofessional with the 
Seven Oaks School Division in Winnipeg. Brian and Kelly have 
become very involved with the Lilyfield United Church, where she 
teaches Sunday School. 

Ryan was born in 1981 and Mark in 1983. They are presently 
attending school at Stonewall, Manitoba. They ride the big yellow 
school bus daily. 

HUSAK 

John and Teckla (Swicki) 
John Husak, born July 7,1889, came from Kopycznce, Ukraine 

in 1913. Teckla Siwicki, born August 27, 1904, came from Mzsaniec, 
Ukraine in 1924. John began working for Canadian National Rail
ways in 1921 at Gordon, Manitoba. He worked for 33 years for the 
CNR. 

In 1926, he married Teckla Siwicki and together they had six 
children: Mike, Walter (deceased), Fred, Ann (deceased), Bill and 
Peter. 

The Husak's have resided in the RM of Rosser for 65 years. 

Mike and Joyce (Mills) 
The eldest son of John and Teckla (Teenie) Husak, Mike was 

born and raised at Gordon, Manitoba. He worked for the C]\l< for42 
years and retired in 1986. He is now working for the RM of Rosser 
driving the road grader. 

Living on part of the home farm, 12-12-1 E, at Gordon. Manitoba, 
Mike likes to collect trinkets for his caboose and enjoys working in 
his garden. 

In 1953 he married Joyce Mills. They had three children: Maureen. 
the eldest, attended East Rosser and Grosse Isle School. She passed 
away at the young age of 11. Stan attended Rosser, Grosse Isle and 
Stonewall Schools. He works for the CNR in Winnipeg. He married 
Ada Nightengale in 1985. They have two children, Megan and Alex. 
Curtis, the youngest, lives at home and is attending Warren Col
legiate. 

Walter and Joyce (Smith) 
Walter, the second son born to John and Teckla Husak, was born 

in 1929. In 1956 he married Joyce Smith from McArthurs Mills, 
Ontario. Together they had twin daughters, Annette and Janette, and 
a son, Robert. All are living in Ontario. Walter passed away in 1963. 

Ann and Charles Butterfield 
Ann, the only daughter of John & Teckla, was born January 5, 

1932 and married Charles Butterfield in 1957. They had one son, 
Timothy Grant. Ann passed away on October 12, 1982. 

BEV HUSAK AND KEN BRINKWORTH 

I, Bev Husak, am the youngest daughter of Henry (deceased in 
1977) and Ruth Johnson. I have one sister, Wendy Seidel, and two 
brothers, Lloyd and Gary. Gary died in 1990. 

My education began at Rosser and Grosse Isle Elementary 
Schools and I graduated from Warren Collegiate in 1974. After 
graduation, I moved to Winnipeg for a year and was employed by 
Federated Co-op for four years. 

I married Gordon Husak in 1978 and we resided in Gordon, 
Manitoba for 12 years. Gordon and I have two children: April Dawn, 
born on April 7, 1980; and Darrin Gordon, born on March 8, 1982. 
They both attended school at Rosser and are presently attending 
Grosse Isle Elementary. April is involved in Ukrainian dancing, 
clarinet, ringette and baseball. Dan'in is involved in hockey, base
ball, soccer and collecting cards. 

April Husak. Ken Brinkworth holding 
Allison. Be\" Husak holding Blainc 
Brinkworrh. D{l/Tin Husak. 

Ken Brinkman and I now 
live in Grosse Isle. Ken is 
originally from Hamilton, 
Ontario; he moved from there 
to Glenora, Manitoba and 
attended school. he graduated 
from Pilot Mound Collegiate, 
moved to Flin Flon and 
worked for Hudson Bay 
Mining. Most recently he was 
owner/operator for TransX. 

New additions to the fami
ly, twins Allison Marie and 
Blaine Evan, arrived on 
August 20, 1992 at the St. 
Boniface Hospital. 

When time allows, we all 
participate in downhill skiing, 
skating, bowling, baseball and 
camping at Miami Beach. 
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HUTTON 

John and Jane (Dunfield) 
John Hutton was born in Killeagh, County Down, Ireland on 

April 7, 1830. He knew what it meant to sleep in the hedges during 
the Protestant-Catholic wars of that time. He knew the hunger of the 
potato famine. In 1844, with his older brothers, he sought a better life 
in Renfrew County, Ontario. 

A life-long Presbyterian, he met and married Jane Dunfield, a 
member of a dedicated Methodist family. They had nine children 
who, at the time of his death "from old age" at St. Thomas, North 
Dakota, were: William Thomas, George Harrison, Samuel James, 
Eliza (Mrs. D. Childerhose) of Rosser, Mary (Mrs. D.W. Curtis) of 
Seattle, Washington, Alice (Mrs. John Richmond) of Crystal City, 
North Dakota and later of Luscar, Alberta, Hugh Harrison, Carrie 
(Mrs. Nicholas Hamilton) and Matilda (Mrs. Gilbert McEachern) of 
Winnipeg. 

William Thomas 
William Thomas, the sixth child, was born June 7, 1875 in 

Pembroke County, Ontario. He emigrated with the family to Pembina 
County, North Dakota at an early age, but returned to Canada and 
Rosser Municipality in 1903 where he lived until his death in 1948. 
The first evidence, in 1905, of Township 11-1 E being in Rosser 
Municipality shows as E 1/2 and SW 1/2 27 -11-1 E - 480 acres W.T. 
Hutton. As an early settler, well known as an extensive landowner 
in two school districts, he served as trustee for Prairie Star and Gerrie 
schools for many years. 

Samuel James and Mathilda (Weaver) 
Samuel James, the fourth son, was born in Pembina County, 

North Dakota, where he attended school and later farmed until he 
moved with his family to Rosser Municipality in 1919. He farmed 
SE and S 1/2 NE 21-11-1E and W 1/2 22-11-IE. In 1927 he moved 
his family into Winnipeg, but he and his sons, time permitting, 
continued to work on their own and their uncles' farms and became 
adept with all types of machinery. 

Samuel married Mathilda Weaver, born in Ontario, but who had 
moved to Crystal City, North Dakota. They had six children, three 
sons and three daughters: Lynn, Hugh, Orville, Evelyn and Alice
Jean, who attended Prairie Star and Rosser schools, and Doris, who 
began school in Winnipeg. All attended Daniel McIntyre Collegiate. 
None of the six are living. 

Alice-Jean married Ernie Schaf, a Sergeant Major in World War 
II, who remained in the army until about 1963 when he became a 
salesman for Manitoba Telephone Co. Alice-Jean worked in the X
ray department of the Winnipeg General Hospital until her death in 
1969. They had two daughters. 

Evelyn, who died in 1954, married Art Higham who was with Air 
Canada. They had two sons, and a daughter, Doris, who married 
Charles Quellette with the Winnipeg Transit Service. Doris died in 
1983. 

Hugh Harrison, born in St. Thomas, North Dakota in 1912, 
moved to Rosser as a child. He was the first of the sons to go to 
Detroit, Michigan to seek his fortune in 1935. He married Hannah 
Keating, a Winnipeg school teacher, in 1936. Hugh had a t1eet of 
steel trucks and owned H & H Tire Co., a Goodyear tire store in 
Norwalk, Ohio. 

Lynn and Orville followed Hugh to the United States and made 
successful lives for themselves with the Ford plant at Detroit. Lynn 
married Betty St. Goddard of Winnipeg. Orville married Nancy 
Hutton and they had three children. 
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George Harrison and Anna Marie (Isaacson) 
George Harrison, was born and educated in Pembina County, 

North Dakota, was a graduate of St. Thomas High School and took 
an agricultural course at the State College at Des Moines. He was 
engaged in fanning in North Dakota for a number of years and was 
also a salesman for JI Case Machine Co. He married Anna Marie 
Isaacson of Fergus Falls, Minnesota, who was a teacher. 

On April 15, 1921 they moved to Canada and settled on 25-11-
I E Rosser which was purchased in 1920 from the Diocese of 
Rupertsland. George died suddenly in 1939 at the age of 51 and the 
farm was then carried on by the family. Anna lived on the farm until 
1966 when she moved to Winnipeg until her death in October, 1985. 
Her life was dedicated to her family ,the preservation of the farm, the 
Lutheran Church and work in the Women's Institute. 

George and Anna had three children: Agnes Jeanette, Ann 
Dunfield and George Henry Wilson. 

Agnes (Dolly), born in Valley City, North Dakota, received her 
early education at Little Mountain and Gerrie schools. She gradu
ated from Daniel McIntyre High School in 1932 and a year later 
graduated from Grade XII at Jon Bjarnason Academy. She married 
Mark Gordon and lives in Winnipeg. Mark worked mainly with the 
Manitoba Department of Transport, Airport Construction Branch 
and much of the Winnipeg International Airport stands as testimonial 
to his efforts. He died January , 1989. There are two daughters, Judith 
and Barbara, both living in Winnipeg. Barbara married Dennis 
Popkes and has two sons, Derek and Adam. 

Ann received her early education at Wellington Elementary and 
Gerrie schools. She took grade IX and X by correspondence and 
Grade XI at the Convent of the Sacred Heart. She graduated as an RN 
in 1948 from Victoria General Hospital and married John Boxall, a 
graduate of Manitoba Medical College. that same year. Ann lives in 
Winnipeg. There are five children: Jay, living in Winnipeg, Guy, 
Shelley, Robert, and Mark, married and living in the United States. 
Ann has seven grandchildren. 

George and Elizabeth (Briercliffe) 
George Hutton was born in Rosser Municipality, February 4, 

1922. He attended Gerrie School. located on NW 24-11-1 E, and 
Daniel McIntyre Collegiate in Winnipeg. Except for eight months 
service in the RCAF, 1941-1942, he remained on the family farm at 
25-11-1 E until 1966. He attended St. Johns College and the Univer
sity of Manitoba, graduating from the latter with a BA in 1950. 

In November, 1949 he married Elizabeth (Beth) Briercliffe of 
Wawanesa, Manitoba also a graduate of the University of Manitoba. 

In 1948 George purchased, from Oldfield Kirby and Gardiner, 
the W 1/2 26-11-1E which the family had rented since the early 
twenties and the next years were spent rebuilding the farmstead and 
developing a hog enterprise. He served as a school trustee and was 
president of the Local Manitoba Farmers Union. 

In 1958, George was persuaded to contest the nominations as a 
candidate to represent the Progressive Conservative Party in 
Rockwood Iberville Constituency. for the provincial general elec
tions of 1958. He was selected by the nominating convention on 
September 10, 1957 but failed to defeat the Liberal candidate. the 
Honourable Robert Bend, MinisterofHealth, in the general election 
of June, 1958. In October of the same year he was elected president 
of the Manitoba Progressive Conservative Association. 

The following year he defeated Mr. Bend in the general election 
on May 14, 1959 and became the first MLA to be elected from 
Rosser Municipality. On August7, 1959, at age 37, he was appointed 
Minister of Agriculture and Conservation by Premier Duff Roblin. 

After serving seven years as Manitoba's Minister of Agriculture, 
George retired from politics to accept an appointment with World 
Food Programme of the United Nations to serve in Turkey as a 



Senior Project officer. He and his family left Winnipeg July 1, 1966. 
In January, 1969 he was appointed Senior Agricultural Advisor to 
the United Nations Development Program and Food and Agricul
ture Organization (FAO) Country Representative in Turkey. He was 
awarded an Honourary Life Membership by the Agricultural Institute 
of Canada June 26, 1968 in recognition of his work in agriculture at 
home and in Turkey. In 1971, he was transferred toNew Delhi, India 
to fill the same FAO post and, in 1973, he returned to the World Food 
Programme as Deputy Director of the Resources Management 
Division in Rome, Italy. In 1974 he was appointed Director of 
WFP's Project Management Division. 

Sometimes, while living overseas, George would recall his early 
beginnings as a farm boy in Manitoba - education in one-room 
Gerrie school, survival in the depression years of peddling chickens 
and eggs to the Chinese food restaurants in Winnipeg, hand operat
ing an elevator in a Main Street office building, and potato soup for 
dinner and wonder, at times, how it all came about that he was in 
Turkey, or India, or Italy. 

George died suddenly in Rome, Italy on April l7, 1976 at 53 
years. 

Beth returned to Winnipeg in 1977 where she still resides. She 
has been involved in volunteer work, mainly with the YWCA's 
Widows program. 

While overseas, George rented the farm land to Henry Johnson 
and Ted Lange; the farm house, hog barn and cattle corral to George 
Wilson. On the deaths of Henry and Ted, their sons carried on the 
rental and as of October, 1991 the land is rented to Raymond Lange. 
George Wilson retired in 1983 and is living in Stony Mountain. 

There are four children: George Harrison (Joe), Patricia Ann, 
Elizabeth Lynn and David Gordon. 

Joe attended Little Mountain, East Rosser, Rosser and Warren 
Schools. He was a 4-H member, as were Patricia and Lynn. He 
completed his high school in Ankara, Turkey and obtained his BSA 
in Economics from the University of Manitoba. He married Julianna 
Terfloth from Emma Lake, Saskatchewan in 1975. They reside on 
the family farmstead at 25- I I-IE with their three children: Michael, 
Samara, and Monica. 

Patricia Hutton attended Rosser school and the Ankara American 
High School. She obtained her BSA in Economics from the University 
of Manitoba and PhD, Agricultural Economics from the University 
of Wisconsin at Madison. She is now a Professor of Economics in 
Buffalo, New York. She is married to James Holmes from the USA 
who is also a Professor of Economics. They have three children: 
Elizabeth, John and Michael. 

Lynn attended Rosser school, the Ankara American High School 
and a secretarial school in Lazanne, Switzerland. She now lives in 
Jakarta, Indonesia with husband, Robert Boyle, from the USA who 
worked for an oil company. They have two children, Dawn and 
Benjamin. 

David began school in Turkey, took his high school at Fort 
Richmond Collegiate, Winnipeg, and his BA at the University of 
Manitoba. He has travelled to Asia and Europe, taught English in 
Thailand and, at present, is working and completing his Masters 
degree in Educational Psychology at the University of Manitoba. 

HYDE 

William and Elizabeth Margaret (Green) 
William Hyde was born in England. He immigrated to Canada 

and eventually settled in Manitoba where he met and married 
Elizabeth Margaret Green. She had recently immigrated here from 
Derbyshire, England. 

William farmed with his brother, Ernie, for a few years before 
going out on his own. They operated the Brigadoon Dairy for a few 
years previous to 1933. 

In the summer of 1933 William purchased a farm, NW 23-11-2E. 
He named his farming operation the Sunnyside Dairy; it operated as 
such until 1946 when he decided to get out of the dairy industry and 
go into hog production. He continued to farm until 1958 when he 
decided to sell out and move to British Columbia. 

William and Elizabeth enjoyed something like six years at 
Haney, British Columbia. He passed away there in 1964.E liz a -
beth returned to Winnipeg. In the early 1980's she met and married 
a widower, Henry Babkirk. They made their home in the Bluebird 
Lodge in Winnipeg until his demise in 1990. Elizabeth maintains 
relatively good health and continues to make her home in the 
Bluebird Lodge. 

William and Elizabeth raised a family of four: William Edward, 
Gerald, Joyce, and Arthur. 

William Edward's story follows separately. 
Gerald and his wife, Judi, were married in 1976, and they are 

living in Dauphin, Manitoba. Gerald is employed by the Department 
of Highways. 

Joyce married James McGregor in 1960 and they live in Winnipeg. 
They have four children': James Jr.; Judith, who married Dan Eliuk; 
Robert and Tammy. Jim and Joyce have one granddaughter, Brit
tany Eliuk. Jim Sr. was employed by the T. Eaton Co. until his 
retirement in 1990. 

Arthur moved out to the west coast quite a few years ago. He and 
his family reside in Fort Langley, British Columbia. 

William Edward and Barbara (Robbins) 
William Edward (Bill) was born in Winnipeg in 1933. During the 

years that he was growing up, there was always lots to do as he 
helped his dad with all the farm chores. Bill was the oldest of four. 
He and his brother and sisters attained their education at Wentworth 
School. 

Over the years, since he left school, Bill has been employed in 
many fields of endeavour. He has driven trucks, handled heavy 
equipment, worked as a switch-tender for the CPR, driven a city bus, 
driven semi's, as well as some farming. At the present he is self
employed. 

In 1960 Bill married Patricia Simpson. They were blessed with 
the arrival of two sons, William Thomas (Tom), and James Frederick 
(Jim). Pat passed away in 1966 leaving Bill with two young sons to 
raise. 

Barbara alld Bill Hyde lim, Carhy, Charlie 
Tom and Teresa 
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In the fall of 1966 Bill met and married Barbara Robbins. Barbara 
was raised in the Lilyfield district, coming there with her mother, 
Elizabeth, in 1939. Elizabeth was housekeeper to c.c. Stewart for 
quite a number of years. 

Barbara attended school at Little Mountain School and in Win
nipeg. She went on to attain her teaching degree at the University of 
Manitoba. 

After their marriage, Bill, Barbara and the two boys moved to 
Surrey, British Columbia. Bill found employment driving bus in 
Vancouver while Barbara remained home to raise the boys. 

They lived there for seven years and, during that time, they were 
blessed with the arrival of three more children: Charles Robert, 
Catherine Elizabeth (Cathy) and Teresa Anne. 

In the fall of 1973, the Hyde family decided to return to Manitoba. 
Barbara still owned a 70-acre piece of land, S 1/2 of SW l6-12-2E, 
in the Lilyfield district. After their return, they built a new home 
there. 

While growing up, the Hyde children attended school at Stone
wall, Manitoba. They rode the big old yellow school bus with their 
friends and neighbours. 

Tom is now employed by Rolly's Transfer and drives a delivery 
truck for The Bay. In 1984 he met Heather Eichkorn of Transcona 
and they were married in 1987. 

Jim is not married, but resides in Winnipeg. 
Charlie is employed by Sears doing home deliveries. He married 

Lorna Mc William of Woodlands in the fall of 1990. They now reside 
on an acreage near Warren, Manitoba. 

Cathy is employed by Sears. She and Rick Overton were married 
in June of 1992 and they reside in Winnipeg. 

Teresa is also living in Winnipeg, where she is caretaking an 
apartment block. 

Bill and Barbara have been blessed with four happy and healthy 
grandchildren. They are: Jessica Erin, Christian Paul William, 
Rebecca Lynn and Megan Anne. 

Bill and Barbara celebrated their 25th anniversary in the fall of 
1991 with the help of their family and friends. They continue to 
reside on their farm in Lilyfield. 

INNES 

Mr. Innes and family moved here in 1900 and settled on the 
Kilameaky Dairy Farm. The farm was sold to the Hutterites in 1937 
and is now known as the Sturgeon Creek Colony. 

There were three sons and three daughters in the Innes family: 
Ray, Paul, Ralph, Gussie, Jessie and Alice. The only member of the 
family still living is Paul's widow, his second wife. 

- updatedJrom "R.R.lnnis" in the Rosser Ripples 

JACKLIN 

Thomas and Mary Ann 
In the year 1892, Thomas and Mary Ann Jacklin travelled across 

Canada to the United States from Weston Hills, Lincolnshire, 
England, enroute to San Francisco. They spent four years working 
on a dairy farm and then returned to their home in Weston Hills. In 
1899, they took up farming in North Summer Coates, England. The 
farm was only one half mile from the seashore and since, at intervals, 
the sea overflowed its banks and flooded their land, they decided to 
look for greener pastures. 

The J acklins now had six children: William,John (J ack), Frederick, 
Maud, Charlotte and Lillian. In 1906, Tom and his sons, Will and 
Jack, returned to Canada and Mrs. Jacklin, and the rest of the 
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children, remained in England. Their intentions were to go to 
Edmonton, Alberta but, in the meantime, they met an old gentleman 
by the name of Sam Dart on the train. 

Will got into conversation with him and Mr. Dart told him he had 
a farm at Meadows and wondered if Mr. Jacklin would be interested. 
Mr. Jacklin agreed to stop off in Winnipeg and go and inspect the 
farm. The next day they inspected and bought the farm. The wheat 
crop was up and looked good. 

That summer, Mr. Jacklin, Will and Jack "batched". The following 
year the rest of the family was sent for. They arrived at Meadows i~ 
January in a howling blizzard. The neighbors, the McClarys, met 
them and took them home for the night. Mrs. Jacklin wondered what 
she was coming to, never having experienced anything like that in 
England. 

Another daughter, Rose, was born in Meadows. Tom Jacklin was 
the first milk shipper at Meadows. Mary Anne passed away in 1943 
and Tom passed away in 1947. The old Jacklin farm is now owned 
by Arvid Norberg. 

Will, the eldest son, left home in 1908 and went to Winnipeg. 
After he was married he lived in Regina and was a travelling 
salesman; later moving to Chicago and getting a business of his own. 
His wife, Sigred, and he retired and went to Port Credit, Ontario, to 
be near their only daughter, Enid, and her family, the R.G. Harard's. 
Will has passed away. 

Jack's story appears separately. 
Fred married Bernice Gokiert. They farmed at Meadows for a 

number of years and, when they retired, went to live in Victoria, 
British Columbia. They had no family. Fred has since passed away. 

Maud married a school teacher, Mr. Alvin Campbell, from 
Marquette. He passed away in 1967. They had nine children and 
Maud lived with her daughter, Thelma, in Victoria, British Columbia 
until she passed away. 

Charlotte married George Baldwin, originally from England, in 
1924. They retired and lived in Fort Garry. They have one daughter, 
Joyce. Charlotte has since passed away. 

Lillian married Werner Hausegger from Switzerland. Werner 
died in 1970. Lillian lives in Fort Garry. They had three daughters 
- Eva, Elsie, and Shirley - and one son, Bob. 

Rose married a barber, Walter Chandler, from England. They 
lived in Victoria, British Columbia until his passing in 1968. Rose 
now lives with her daughter, Enid, and family in Winnipeg. 

Jack and Gertrude (Wood) 
Jack bought land of his own in 1918 adjoining his father's farm. 

In 1924 he married Gertrude Wood from Marquette. They have 
spent their married life at Meadows always ready and willing to help 
their neighbors, as well as taking an active role in the development 
of the community. 

Bertram Jacklill ridillg to school all his Shetlalld pOlly 



Jack and Gertrude Jacklill 

It is of historical interest that the Red River cart trail went across 
Jack's land. The clump of white poplar trees, that served as a 
landmark for the early settlers travelling to Edmonton, still remains 
as a reminder of earlier days. 

They had one son, Bertram, who married Dolores Cochrane in 
1949. When Mr. T. Jacklin retired in 1943, Bert took over the farm 
but, due to an allergy, had to give up farming. He and Dolores now 
live in Dryden, Ontario and have two sons, Donald and Lester. Their 
other son, Randy, drowned in 1961. They have three grandchildren. 
Donny and Lester and their families also live in Dryden. Bert and 
Dolores are now retired. 

Gertrude and Jack Jacklin retired from farn1ing in 1973 and 
moved to Winnipeg. The farm was sold to Ted Simonson. Gertrude 
Jacklin passed away in 1973. JackJacklin moved into MiddleChurch 
Home where he resided until his death in 1985. 

While in the MiddleChurch Home he met a lady and they were 
married in 1975. At the time of this writing, Hazel Jacklin is 90 and 
still resides at the MiddleChurch Home. 

JAMES 

WaIter John and Margaret (Ross) 
Walter John Thurlow (1851-1922), son of an Anglican minister, 

left Norfolk, England at the age of 17 to explore the Red River 
country. 

Following a three year stay with relatives in Orillia, Ontario he 
travelled with troops from Kingston by steamer to Fort William then 
along the Dawson Trail to Fort Garry in 1871. 

After two years with a survey party he purchased land near 
Westbourne along the Whitemud River, close to other settlers from 
Ontario. He began with a few grade cows and a purebred Shorthorn 
sire. Hay was cut with a scythe, raked by hand, loaded on a cart and 
hauled to the yard by an ox. Small crops of grain were grown, cut 
with a cradle and tied by hand. 

Walter married Sophia Pruden of St. Andrews in 1874 who died 
a year later leaving a baby daughter, Mary Sophia. He then married 
Margaret Ross (1854-1930), granddaughter of Alexander Ross, first 
sheriff of Assiniboia and an influential leader in the Red River 
Settlement. 

From this union five children were born: Edward Ross; John, 
born May 10, died May 11, 1878; John (Alan); Laura Annabella 
Dumford, July 14 to August 23, 1883; and Clarence Magnay. 

Mary married Walter J ull; Edward married Jessie Burnell; Alan 
married Mabel Hagerman; and Clarence married Ethel Angst. Please 
refer to their stories. 

Walter alld Margaret.lalllcs 

In 1879 the family moved to Winnipeg leaving a share partner to 
operate the farm until its sale in 1885. During the 1880's Maple 
Grove Stock Farm was being gradually built up. Walter built a 
hunting lodge on 25-12-1 W where the family spent the summers and 
returned to Winnipeg for the winters. 

In 1889 the James family moved to Rosser to make theirpenmment 
home on 25-12-IW. A new home, farm buildings and an extensive 
shelterbelthad been started. Walter was very interested in promoting 
agriculture and tested new farming methods, raised purebred 
Shorthorn cattle, swine and Clydesdale horses. He was elected to the 
Manitoba Agriculture College Advisory Board to represent the 
Winnipeg district in 1904. They had a very attractive farm yard 
surrounded by a variety of trees and flowers. 

Walter took an active role in community development, being 
involved in the formation of St. Michael's Parish in 1892; in the 
building of a church located on the northeast corner of NW 36-12-
I W on land donated by the James family; also of Kensington School 
District #787, in 1894, that was originally located on the southern 
boundary of 25-12-1 Won their fann. 

Margaret and Walter extended a friendly welcome to everyone at 
Maple Grove where numerous social gatherings and meetings were 
held. Recreational events included suppers and dances, card parties, 
singing, picnics, and visiting from one home to the next. 

The original farm of .240 acres was enlarged over the years by 
Walter and his three sons, Edward, Alan and Clarence, to 1,930 
acres. 

Walter and Margaret are laid to rest at St. Michael's Cemetery in 
Grosse Isle. 

Mary Sophia and WaIter Jull 
Walter came to Canada from Kent, England to visit his good 

friend, W.G. Styles, for the summer of 1890. He returned to England 
in the fall and married Mary Jobina Styles, sister of W.G. Styles. 
They immigrated to Rosser to 35-12-1 W where they erected the first 
buildings and began breaking land. 

Three sons were born to Walter and Mary: Walter Kingsley, born 
October 20, 1891; William, born December, 1892; and George 
Frederick, born April 26, 1896. 

The farm was sold in 1898 to Stuart Harris and the J ull family 
moved to the Windsor farm on SE 25-12-1 W. Mary Jobina passed 
away on April 10, 1900 and is buried in St. Michael's Cemetery. 

Walter married Mary Sophia James (1875-1968) in 1901 at Holy 
Trinity Church in Winnipeg. Walter and Mary Sophia had five 
children: Mabel, born in 1902; Margaret Eleanor, 1904-1905; 
Mildred, 1906-1991; Clarence, born 1907 and died 1907; and 
Harold Magney, born 1910 and died 1910. 
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Wei/ler alld Sophia .11111 

Walter, Kingsley and George all enlisted in World War I. 
Kingsley was wounded in France and George was killed in action on 
May 4, 1917. 

Walter was active in the development of the community, being on 
the original board in the formation of St. Michael's Parish in 1892. 
He was councillor of Ward 1 at the first Rosser Municipal meeting 
held in Little Mountain School on June 24, 1893. He also assisted 
with the development of Kensington School District #787 in 1894. 

The J ulls moved from Rosser to Winnipeg in 1910 and later to 
Calgary. 

- Walter James 

Edward Ross and Eleanor Jessie (Burnell) 
Edward Ross, the eldest son of Walter and Margaret, was born on 

January 23, 1877 in his grandmother's home known as "Brookbank" 
on the banks of the Red River. His mother, Margaret Ross, was born 
and raised in this log house which served as the first post office in 
Western Canada. This historic building was moved to Sutherland 
Avenue and renamed "Ross House". 

He lived with his parents for two years in Westbourne, Manitoba 
before moving to Winnipeg. Most of his early summers were spent 
at Maple Grove and winters in Winnipeg until 1889 when the family 
moved permanently to Rosser. As a young adult Eddie was engaged 
in office work for Railway Securities Co. Ltd. in Winnipeg and lived 
with his grandmother at Brookbank. 

Edward Ross alld Eleallor .Iessie .lames 
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In 1904 he purchased 240 acres of 30-12-1 E and 240 acres of 19-
12-1 E from George Phipps. On April 24, 1904 he married Eleanor 
Jessie Burnell, daughter of Emma Jane Kennedy and Edgar Burnell 
of St. Andrews. They named their new home "Weyanoke" meaning, 
the way of an oak. From this union seven children were born. 

Marion Eleanor (Nora), 1905-1984, was a school teacher who 
married Charles Pulfer in 1930. Nora and Charles had two sons, 
Kenneth and Vern. 

Edward Renouard, please refer to his story. 
Constance Irene was a teacher for several years. She took a 

business course and worked in Winnipeg until her retirement. She 
has enjoyed many vacations in Canada and abroad. 

Alan Frederick, 1912-1942, worked at farming before joining 
the RCAF in 1940. He lost his life in active service and is buried in 
Yorkshire, England. 

Margaret Edith, 1914-1975, taught school prior to her marriage 
in 1945 to Elwood Jordan and had two sons, Jim and Neil. 

Doris Elizabeth (Betty), 1916-1989, married Walter Palecek 
and had three children: Ward, Garry and Janet. They lived in 
Winnipeg and Surrey, British Columbia then retired to Australia 
where Betty passed away. 

Gwenyth Caroline, November 12 - December 17,1919. She was 
buried at St. Michael's cemetery. 

Mr. and Mrs. James were very interested in gardening and he 
worked at cross breeding corn to develop both fodder and table 
varieties and hasten the maturity date. Jessie was very fond of music 
and enjoyed painting when time allowed. Edward raised purebred 
Shorthorns, a tradition brought forward in the family. 

Mr. James passed away at Winnipeg General Hospital on Feb
ruary 1, 1927 and was laid to rest at St. Michael's Cemetery. During 
their marriage this couple had shared their home with Emma 
Burnell, Jemima Coldwell, and Marjorie and Walter. youngest 
children of Alan and Mabel James. 

In 1937 Jessie and Emma Burnell moved to Winnipeg to make 
their home with Constance, leaving Ren and Laura to continue on the 
family farm. Jessie passed away in 1968. 

Edward Renouard and Laura (Lovatt) 
Edward Renouard, the eldest son of Edward and Jessie, was born 

on July 22, 1906 at Weyanoke, SW 30-12-1 E, in the RM of Rosser. 
He attended Kensington and Grosse Isle Schools and was a member 
of the Rosser and Grosse Isle Boys and Girls Club. 

After graduating from high school Ren worked with his parents 
to enlarge the cultivated acreage and raise Shorthorn cattle. A 
vegetable and flower garden was always of special importance. 

On June 30, 1937 he married Laura Lovatt who had taught at 
Grosse Isle School in the early thirties. In 1938 they moved from 
Weyanoke to NW 30-12-1 E which was their home until they moved 
to Grosse Isle in 1974. Ren resided there until 1992 when he passed 
away. 

Ren took an active role in the development of this community. He 
was a trustee of Grosse Isle School and served the following 
organizations: Kinsmen Club of Grosse Isle, Interlake School Di
vision #21, Provincial Trustees Board, Stonewall Cooperative, 
South Interlake Credit Union, Library Board, and the Library 
Trustees Provincial Association. 

As a farmer he took pride in developing new varieties of grain and 
grass seed and found time to enjoy his garden and flowers. He was 
always competitive with his cattle and was a member of the Registered 
Shorthorn Association. 

He inherited artistic interests and through his early life pursued 
them when time permitted. In later years, and after retirement, he 
spent many happy hours painting, sketching hasti-notes and designed 



a new Christmas greeting card to send to family and friends each 
year. 

Laura, an accomplished pianist and school teacher, taught in the 
depression years when enrollments were high and salaries were 
down to $425 per annum. Many of her friends received less salary, 
or did not get a job. 

After her marriage she was always ready to join in community 
activities and supplied music for church, school and social gather
ings. Laura taught piano lessons to many students and was active in 
the Rockwood Music Festival from its beginning until her death in 
1983. She was a 4-H leader and a willing worker when programs 
were needed. Laura was keenly interested in the Women's Institute 
at local and provincial levels and practised the Mary Stewart Collect 
in her daily life. 

Back Row: Moira. Helen, Gordon, Jim 
Cenlre: Lallra 
Fronl Row: Alex holding To"y, Ren 

Ren and Laura had two children, Helen and Alex. Helen received 
her education at Grosse Isle before attending United and Teachers 
College in Winnipeg. She married Jim Clark and they have one son, 
Gordon. They reside in Calgary. 

Alex attended Grosse Isle School, Warren Collegiate and the 
University of Manitoba, He and his wife, Moira, live in Perth, 
Ontario, They have two children, Toby and Meaghan. 

John Alan and Mable (Hagerman) 
John Alan, the second son of Walter and Margaret, was born in 

Winnipeg on January 18, 1880. His early winters were spent in the 
city and summers at Maple Grove until 1889 when the family moved 
to 25-12-IW permanently, 

On December 6, 1911 Alan married Mabel, daughter of Joseph 
and Mary (Thomson) Hagerman, in St. Matthews Church. They 
established their home on SW 1-13-1 W, now owned by the Rock 
Lake Hutterite Colony, where they erected the original buildings, 
broke the land and planted a windbreak. 

Four children were born to Alan and Mabel. Bill's story appears 
separately. 

John Alan a/ld Ma"e1James 

Robert Alexander served in the RCAF during World War II, he 
never married, and is presently residing in Winnipeg. 

Marjorie served in the Women's Division of the RCAF. She 
married Arthur Forster and had three children: Susan, Murray and 
Janey. They made their home in Vancouver. Arthur is now deceased. 

Walter was a fighter pilot with the RCAF in World War II. He 
was shot down over Europe and imprisoned in Holland, Following 
the war he married Cora Doig and they had four children: Linda, 
Carole, Lisa and Ronald. Walter, Cora and Ronald are now deceased, 

Following Alan's death on November 14, 1919 Mabel sold the 
farm and moved to Kensington School which had been remodelled 
into a house. She passed away on March 4, 1926 and the two older 
boys went to live at Maple Grove with their grandparents. Marjorie 
and Walter made their home with the Eddie James family, 

William Alan and Olive (Miller) 
Bill (1912-1944) grew up in the community and attended Grosse 

Isle SchooL He married Olive Miller of Argyle in 1934 and they had 
a family of four children: Alan, Evelyn, Bob and Aileen. 

Early in World War II he joined the army and was sent to France. 
He returned to duty after being wounded and was killed in action in 
October, 1944. He was laterawarded the Military Medal for bravery. 

Olive and the children lived in Rosser during the war, moved to 
Kensington, then built a new home in Grosse Isle, 

Alan married Natalie Ozirney and they have three children: twins 
Bradley and Brent and Tracey. Evelyn and husband Gordon Corrigal 
have two sons, Dean and Robbie. They reside in Grosse Isle. Bob 
married Diane Houghton; they have a family of two, Garth and 
Susan. Aileen, (Mrs. Glen Rouse) has two sons, Royce and Randy. 

Clarence and Ethel (Angst) 
Clarence Magnay (1893-

1933), was the youngest child 
of Walter and Margaret James 
and lived all his life at Maple 
Grove. He attended Kensington 
School and then farmed with 
his parents. 

On December 21, 1927 he 
married Ethel J. Angst, a 
teacher from Grosse Isle School 
#696, They made their home at 
Maple Grove. 

Clarence James 
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Clarence took an active role in Farm Clubs and was well known 
at local shows of Shorthorn cattle and Clydesdale horses until his 
untimely death in 1933. 

Ethel Jane (1885-1942), continued to operate the fann until it was 
sold and Maple Grove went out of the James family. 

Clarence and Ethel are both buried at St. Michael's Cemetery. 

BILL AND BETTY JEWELL 

Bill and Betty Jewell and their family of Bill, Terry, Jamie, 
Shirley and Ruth bought 30 acres from Walter Minaker. Betty's 
parents live in Sperling and Bill's in Guelph, Ontario. 

Bill is in real estate and is fond of acting and in summer is busy 
at Rainbow Stage. Betty is a great horse woman and keeps a 
boarding stable for horses. She is a great lover of animals and has an 
interesting variety of pets. 

GUENTER AND CRYSTAL JOCHUM 

Guenter and Crystal Jochum moved to 13-12-1 W in August, 
1989, two weeks after their marriage on July 22, 1989. Blue 
Diamond Fanns, the family corporation, had recently purchased the 
farm from Cathy Koch-Schulte after renting it from her for five 
years. 

Guenter grew up in Prunthal, a small farming village in Bavaria, 
a southern province of West Gennany. He immigrated to St. Francois 
Xavier with his parents, sister and brother in June, 1980. He 
completed his high school education at Elie and then continued on 
to receive his Diploma in Agriculture from the University of 
Manitoba in 1985. 

Crystal MacNair grew up on her family's farm in the Graysville 
community west of Carman, Manitoba. She attended Graysville 
Elementary School, Carman Collegiate and then continued on to the 
University of Manitoba from which she attained her Bachelor of 
Human Ecology in 1988. 

Crystal and Guenter met in 1986 through their involvement in the 
Manitoba Rural Youth Organization. They have been quite active in 
the organization, both holding directorships and other executive 
positions. Since moving to Rosser they have both become involved 
in the Rosser United Church; Crystal, in Women's Institute; and 
Guenter, in cUrling. 

On March 29, 1992 Crystal and Guenter became the proud 
parents of daughter, Michaela Dawn Jochum. 

HENRY AND RUTH JOHNSON FAMILY 

Henry moved from the Dugald area to the RM of Rosser in 1948 
having purchased the farm of the late Tom Hutton. In June, 1950, 
after helping with the Winnipeg flood, he married Ruth Ridge. 
Henry mingled well with everyone be it on the curling ice, a meeting, 
or the dance floor. He served as a councillor in Ward Two from 1962 
until his sudden passing in September, 1977. 

There were four children of this marriage. The first born was 
Gary, then Wendy, Bev and Lloyd. All attended Rosser schools and 
Warren Collegiate. After Henry's death, Gary and his two brothers
in-law carried on in father's footsteps. Eventually Gary was on his 
own, fanning and trucking, until his passing in May 1990. 

Gary had three children. Tara, who is now working and living in 
Winnipeg; and Kevin and Neil who live in Warren and are both 
attending Warren Collegiate. 
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Henry and Ruth Johnson 

Lloyd, the youngest of the family, is a partner in an insurance 
brokerage firm and lives in the River Heights area of Winnipeg. He 
has two boys, Justin and Kyle, who live and attend school in 
Winnipeg. 

Daughters, Wendy Seidel and Bev Husak, are both living in the 
area so they will have their own stories. 

I enjoy bowling, curling and community events. In between my 
own sports, I enjoy watching nine grandchildren participate in 
baseball, soccer, ringette and hockey, but not all at one time. 
Fortunately, it will be a few years before Bev's new twins are old 
enough to compete in sports! 

SIanding: Lloyd Johnson. Wcndy Ruth Johnson's grandchildren: 
Seidel Back: Kel'in Johnson 
Silling: BCI' Husak, (insct) Gary Celllre: Andrcl\' and Grahalll Seidel, 
Johnson Neil and Dustin Johnson 

Front: Kyle Jollnson on Tara's knee, 
Darrin and April Husak 

WALTER AND MARGARET JOHNSON 

Walter's ancestors came from Denmark. His father was from 
Ontario and his mother, the fonner Bertha Meneer, was from 
Carberry, Manitoba. Waiter, born in Transcona, was the middle of 
thirteen children. He later moved to Winnipeg, then to St. James till 
our marriage. 



My ancestors came from Germany. My father, Joe Renneisen, 
came to Winnipeg from Frankfurt, Germany in 191 I. He later 
moved to Ontario where he met his wife, Paula, who was from 
Augsburg, Germany. My sister, Katharina, and I were born in 
Toronto. Later we moved to British Columbia and then to Winnipeg 
in 1950. 

Walter and I were married on July 6, 1957 in Winnipeg. We 
moved to Grosse Isle in December, 1965. 

We have five children. Brad was born in 1960. He married 
Shirley Rempel from Winnipegosis on September 3, 1988 and they 
are currently living in Grosse Isle. Brad works for Bristol Aerospace 
and Shirley works at the Abbott Clinic. 

Garth was born in 1962. He worked for 10 years, then went back 
to university and is now enrolled in Palmer College of Chiropractic 
in Davenport, Iowa. 

Grant was born in 1965. He married Patricia Jess of Ponoka, 
Alberta on December 17, 1988. Grant and Patricia are both 
chiropractors and live on an acreage near Edmonton. Their practice 
is in Devon, Alberta. 

Back Row: Barry Kater. Grall! alld Patricia. Garth. Neil 
211d Row: Kathy Kater. Walter alld Margaret 
Froll! Row: Shirley alld Brad Johllsoll. (illset) Karla Kater 

Kathy was born in 1966. She went to Western Christian College 
in Weyburn, Saskatchewan and met her husband, Barry Kater. 
Kathy and Barry were married on August 29, 1987 in Winnipeg. 
They have one daughter, Kayla, born February 9, 1990. They live in 
Winnipeg. 

Neal, our baby, was born in 1971. He is in Davenport with Garth 
studying to be a chiropractor. 

We purchased our property in Rosser in 1972. Our family enjoys 
hunting and has had many hours of pleasure on our land. Grant 
comes every year for the fall hunt. 

We are very pleased we chose this area to raise our family. 

WILLIAM AND KAREN KAPLEN'S STORY 

William and Karen Kaplen and their sons, Andrew and David, 
live in the Lilyfield District at SE20- 12-2E. In 1974 construction of 
a house began and they moved into their home on April 13, 1975. 

William was born in Edmonton, Alberta and grew up in Bird's 
Hill and North Kildonan where his parents still live. He has one 
brother, Allen. Bill attended Princess Elizabeth School, Princess 
Margaret School, Lord Kitchener School and River East Collegiate. 
After graduation from high school Bill worked as a mechanic for a 

number of businesses, and then began working at Standard Aero 
Engine Ltd. In 197 I he went to work at Ernie's Gunshop working as 
a gunsmith and remained there for many years. He returned to 
Standard Aero as a machinist in 1989 and continues to work there. 

Bill was a leader in the First Stonewall Scouts troop for ten years 
attending two scouting Jamborees, one with each of his sons. He and 
his family enjoy many outdoor activities together including hunting, 
fishing, water skiing and skiddooing and spending time at the family 
cottage at Nutimuk Lake. 

Karen was born in Pikwitonei, Manitoba and moved to the 
Lilyfield district in 1957 with her parents, Jessamine and Andrew 
Gray. Karen attended school at Pikwitonei, Phipps School, Mennonite 
Collegiate in Gretna, Manitoba, and Stonewall Collegiate, Stonewall, 
Manitoba. After graduation Karen began working at Standard Aero 
Engine Ltd. as a clerk typist. There she met Bill Kaplen whom she 
married in 1972. In 1973 a son, Andrew, was born and in 1976 
another son, David, was born. Andrew and David attended R.W. 
(Bobby) Bend School, Stonewall Centennial School and have been 
attending Stonewall Collegiate. Andrew graduated from high school 
in 1992 and is interested in computers. He plans to take further 
training in this area. David would like to be a pilot after he completes 
his high school education. 

Dm'ill (stalldillg). Willia/ll. A IIdrc ll'. Karoll KaplclI 

Karen enjoys community activities and is a member of Mount 
Lildon Women's Institute, the Rosser Municipality Centennial 
Book research committee and Lilyfield United Church. She was a 
Scouts Canada Beaver leader for three years. In 1988 Karen went to 
Red River Community College for a year and took a clerical 
bookkeeping course. She has since worked in a variety of office 
positions. 

Karen has many fond memories of growing up in Lilyfield. There 
weren't many children within walking distance when she arrived 
here in 1957. Her main contact with friends her age was at school. 
Going to a one room school was quite different from the large 
schools that our children attend today. With one teacher for eight 
grades, one had friends of all ages. Recesses and noon hours were 
often spent building forts from sticks and grass in the spring and fall, 
and building snow forts in the winter, or playing soccer, baseball or 
tag. Everyone had a lot of fun when the first frost came and they 
would play fox and geese before the sun melted the frost lines away. 
Everyone played baseball and you didn't have to be good at it, 
everybody got their turn. 

One of the main highlights of the school year was the annual 
Christmas concert. Mrs. Joyce Barker was the pianist and Mrs. Jean 
Laing would help the teacher, Mrs. Campbell, by directing the choir 
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and plays. Other parents would help with making costumes and by 
doing baking for the Christmas party with Santa after the concert. All 
children received a bag of candy from Santa and a gift. 

In May Phipps school students would get together ~ith Tecumseh 
School students to play baseball as a practice for the year end 
tournament. The wind up for the school year was the picnic, held on 
the old Lilyfield School grounds. Wentworth, Little Mountain, and 
Phipps School students would participate in baseball games and 
other activities such as three-legged races, 100-yard dash, and sack 
races. There would be treats for everyone and a shield for the 
winning baseball team. 

Those were the days when television was a novelty in many of our 
homes. The Whiteheads were the first in our area to get a television 
set. The Gray family spent many Friday evenings there watching 
"Perry Mason" and Saturday morning the children would be glued 
to "Horse Opera". Television was not so much a dominating form of 
entertainment however. Playing cards, scrabble, or singing songs 
and playing the piano were favourite past times. Life was slower and 
simpler perhaps, but families had a lot of fun together. 

THE KEMP F AMIL Y 

Arthur F. Kemp was born in Winnipeg. In high school he enlisted 
in the RCAF for aircrew training and graduated as a pilot with 
overseas service in the European theatre. He is a graduate of the 
former United College and the University of Manitoba. His em
ployment included Spruce Falls Power and Paper Company, the 
federal government and as a teacher in the Winnipeg School Divi
sion until his retirement. 

Elizabeth Kemp (Aylwin) resided in Winnipeg prior to her 
marriage. She is a graduate of Angus Business College. Her em
ployment included rural newspaper publishing and she was an 
executive secretary with Foster Wheeler Company and Manitoba 
Hydro for many years. 

There are two children in the family. Kathleen is a graduate in 
Science from the University of Winnipeg and is taking additional 
computer training. Brian is a graduate from Kelvin High and is 
employed in business in Winnipeg. 

The family property is located on Sturgeon Road, NW 9-12-2E, 
and was purchased from M. Putnik in 1957. Over the years a number 
of trees have been planted as an environmental shelterbelt and to 
beautify the Lilyfield corner by the United Church. The family has 
been active in church and community affairs. 

KENNY 

Albert and Effie Jean (Slagerman) 
In April, 1933 Albert Kenny bought the Rosser General Store 

from Lester Francis of Heading ley and, in July, 1933, married Effie 
Jean Siagerman, second daughter of Edith and Dave Siagerman of 
Rosser, Manitoba. 

They have one son, George Allan Kenny, born December 13 
1934. ' 

They built a two-bedroom suite at the back of the store and 
opera~ed the s.tore continually, with the exception of 1938 when they 
were In ~t. Vital. They returned to Rosser in 1939 and operated the 
store untIl 1947, wh.en they sold to Phil and Toots Moore. They also 
owned the lot on which now stands the Rosser United Church. Albert 
also helped in organizing and building the first Rosser curling rink. 

They moved to Vancouver in 1948 and then to Abbotsford 
Bri~ish Columbia i~ 1950. Effie and Albert successfully operated ~ 
ladles style shoppe In Abbotsford for 14 years and retired in 1964 to 
enjoy many trips to various parts of the world.' 
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Alhen KellllY ill doorway olRosser Gelleral Store. 1933 

Albert passed away in 1982 at the age of 78. Effie still lives in 
Abbotsford, enjoying the beautiful Fraser Valley. 

George Allan and Bertha (Hartl) 
Allan attended the Rosser Village School, Abbotsford High 

School and the University of British Columbia. He then completed 
a flying course and was a flight instructor at Vancouver, Langley and 
Chilliwack airports. He joined Canadian Pacific Airlines in 1961. 

In 1964, Allan married Bertha Hartl of Vancouver, B.C. They 
lived in Richmond, then moved to Abbotsford. They have one son, 
Gregory, and three daughters, Suzanne, Kathy and Lisa. 

Greg is a pilot and flies for Air Nova in Halifax. 
Suzanne has her degree in Commerce and Business Adminis

tration, with honours, from the University of British Columbia. 
Suzanne married Warren Bolton, also a pilot and they have two 
children, Mark and Amanda. Warren flies for Ptarmigan Airways in 
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories where they reside at present. 

Kathy completed five years college and is now a legal assistant 
with a law firm in Yellowknife, Northwest Territories. 

Lisa also has her commercial pilot's licence and will have 
completed a two-year aviation program by April, 1992. 

Allan is presently a captain on the DC-lOs with Canadian 
Airlines. He has been with the company for 32 years so far and still 
loves to fly. He is a member of the Abbotsford Airport Board. Allan 
and Bert are also involved in developing their second subdivision. 

Roland and Eleanor (Slagerman) 
Eleanor Siagerman taught public school at Phipps School in 

Lilyfield, then in Winnipeg and Penticton, British Columbia. 
Eleanor married Roland Kenny of Headingley in 1939. They 

lived in Regina and Ottawa while Roly was in the air force; then later 
moved to Vancouver, British Columbia where their daughter, Pat, 
was born in 1948. 

E~eanor and Roly have lived in Winnipeg, Vancouver, Burnaby, 
~entlcton and West Vancouver. Roly has had many successful years 
In real estate. They now reside in Langley, British Columbia. 

Pat and Bill Kerr 
Pat attended the University of British Columbia, then taught 

school in Burnaby, British Columbia. She married Bill Kerr of 
Penticton and now resides in the Okanagan. 

- by Mrs. Effie Kenny 

Good company in a journey makes the way 
/0 seem the shorfur. 
IZAAK WALTON 



KIRK 

Andrew and Elizabeth (McTrustry) 
Andy Kirk arrived at Meadows from Belfast, Ireland in 1926. He 

farmed with his uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. A. Hunter, until his 
marriage to Elizabeth (Lilly) McTrustry in Winnipeg in 1932. Later 
they bought their own farm and came to live at Meadows. Mr. and 
Mrs. Kirk took an active paI1 in community affairs. 

Only three of their children - Harvey, Maureen and Tom - are still 
living as Frances passed away at the age offive years in 1947. 

Harvey married Edna Gagnon in 1953 and moved to Stonewall 
in 1959. Edna passed away on July 29, 1986. Harvey still resides in 
Stonewall and is currently employed by the RM of Rosser. 

They had six children - Gary, Sandra, Kim, Susan, Randy and 
Karen - who all reside in Stonewall. 

Gary married Katharine Pearson in 1978. They have three chil
dren: Andrew, Adam and Crystal. Gary is currently employed by 
General Truck and Leasing in Winnipeg. Katharine works at Home 
Hardware in Stonewall. 

Sandra married Ron Taylor in 1973. They have two children, 
Ryan and Tiffany. Ron is a carpenter by trade and Sandra also works 
at Home Hardware. 

Kim married Brenda Meyers in 1979 and they have two children, 
Sarah and Clinton. Kim and Brenda have been operating Kirk 
Excavating in Stonewall since 1978. 

Susan works at the South Interlake Regional Library and has been 
there since 1980. 

Randy is employed with Maple Leaf Construction in Winnipeg. 
Karen has been working as a Stonewall Home Support Worker since 
1988. 

Maureen married Harry Weymouth in 1955. They live at 
Athabaska where Harry is a farmer. They have one son, Harry. 

Tom runs the original farm and owns a cattle insemination 
business. 

Andrew passed away on May I 1, 1983 and Elizabeth passed 
away on April 9, 1985. 

-from Meadows Celltennial1970, updated by Tom Kirk 

LLOYD AND GWEN KITCHING 

Gwen was the third child of Kenneth and Dorothy Mulligan. She 
took her schooling at Rosser Village School and United College. 
After working for a year in the Vital Statistics Department at the 
Legislative Buildings, she left to take a five month course at the 
Prairie Christian Training Centre where she met Lloyd Kitching of 
Carman who was also a student. The five month course was followed 
by eighteen months of employment there, first as an assistant cook 
and then as a secretary. 

Frequent visits and a shoe-box full of letters (postage was five 
cents) led to Lloyd and Gwen's weddingon October 29, 1959, which 
was Ken and Dorothy's 27th anniversary. They farmed at Carman 
until 1988. Lloyd then joined the staff of Sperling Welding where he 
greatly enjoys his work. Gwen began doing "Home Care" in 1986 
and finds her job interesting and challenging. Both Lloyd and Gwen 
have been actively involved in church and other organizations in the 
Carman area and beyond. Gwen's interests are choir, singing solos 
and cake decorating. 

Their marriage was blessed with four children: Karen Elaine, 
born March 6, 1961; Shelley Lynn, born January 19, 1963; Kevin 
Wayne, born January 11, 1967; and Scott Allan, born July 17, 1969. 
All four children attended Carman Elementary and Carman Colle
giate Schools before going on to further education. 

Lloyd Kitchillg. GWCII Kitchillg. Shclly alld KCII Gocrt:ell. Knill Kitchillg. Scoll 
Kitchillg. Briall Wchh. Karcil Wehh. Dorothy Mfllligall 

Karen took a Legal Secretarial course at Herzing Institute in 
Winnipeg where she was selected as "Student of the Year" in 1980. 
She has been employed as a legal secretary in Winnipeg and in 
Kelowna, British Columbia where she moved with her husband, 
Brian Webb, in 1988. Karen and Brian were married on September 
20, 1986 and on December 16, 1991 they became parents of Nicole 
Michelle, Lloyd and Gwen's first grandchild. The Webbs now live 
in Westbank, just south of Kelowna. 

Shelley studied Accounting and Business Administration at Red 
River Community College in Winnipeg and through evening classes 
at the University of Manitoba until becoming a Certified General 
Accountant. She has been employed in Winnipeg and Steinbach in 
Manitoba and Mission, British Columbia. On June 23,1990 Shelley 
and Ken Goertzen, a native of Steinbach, Manitoba were married. 
They now enjoy the milder climes of Abbotsford, British Columbia. 

Kevin was a full time student at the University of Manitoba in 
Winnipeg for six years. He earned a degree in Mechanical Engineering 
in 1989 and then took a two year course in Education. He is now 
employed with a private tutoring firm. Most of his work there is 
planning and teaching courses on an individual basis to clients who 
are retraining for a different vocation, many of them sponsored by 
the Worker's Compensation Board. Kevin is active in church and 
community youth work and in musical endeavors. 

Scott graduated from Carman Collegiate in 1987. He studied 
Physical Education, one year at the University of Winnipeg and two 
years at the University of Manitoba, before entering Law School at 
the University of Manitoba in September, 1991. He has been 
involved in a variety of sports as player, official and coach. His 
summer jobs have included three seasons as assistant recreation co
ordinator in Carman. 

MARGARET LAWRENCE KITTSON 

I was born the only daughter of Lyle & Emily Lawrence of 
Lilyfield. I attended Lilyfield School, then went to Winnipeg and 
attended Daniel McIntyre Collegiate. 

Now the big decision came as to my career in life. My father was 
in hospital in 1933. This contact made me very curious, arousing my 
interest in medicine. Consequently, the following spring I entered 
the Winnipeg General Hospital as a student nurse. It was hard work 
and long hours, the 12-hour night shift being the worst. When I 
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graduated it was most difficult to find work and the pay was poor. 
I was fortunate to be able to live at home and commute to the 
hospital. 

In 1944 I applied and was accepted to nurse for the T. Eaton Co. 
After nine months I took charge of the Medical Services. This was 
quite a challenge as our staff would expand from 6,000 to 9,000 at 
the Christmas season (November to Christmas). I knew so many 
strong and faithful employees from the warehouses to the butchers 
and sales staff. 

My mother, Emily Mary Lawrence, lived with me for the last 17 
years of her life. What a joy she was. My niece Elaine, Gordon's 
daughter, came to live with us. Mother took ill very soon after and 
passed away January 16, 1971. 

I continued to work for Eaton's until 1977 when I married 
William Kittson. He lived in Rivercrest in the Municipality of West 
St. Paul. This was a veterans' settlement, one of three in and around 
Winnipeg. We were now both free to do as we liked, so we used to 
motor to California or Arizona for the winters. Bill loved the green 
grass so California was his preference. 

Bill also loved t10wers and we had the space for them so gladioli 
became the bulbs to grow. Naturally there was some int1uence as my 
brother, Evered, grew so many and would give Bill a few more each 
year. Bill's greatest and proudest moment was when he received the 
Second Day Grand Champion ribbon. 

Bill passed away suddenly January 16, 1985. I have continued to 
live here, with the help of very kind and thoughtful neighbours. Who 
could ask for more. 

KLIMPKE 

Fritz and Maria (Schendel) 
Fritz Klimpke, my dad, was born on February 20, 1876 in Saxon, 

Germany. What year he left I do not know, but he worked his way 
on a cattle boat to Montreal or Chicago, USA. He worked with the 
railway in Chicago for a number of years. Later his brothers came 
across and settled in Athens, Wisconsin. He left Athens and immi
grated to Curt Hill, Saskatchewan. 

Maria Schendel, my mother, was born on September 27, 1881. 
She left with her parents from Posen, Gennany in 1886 arriving at 
Wyandotte, Michigan in May, 1886. In 1900 the Schendel family 
left Wyandotte and immigrated to Curt Hill, Saskatchewan. That is 
how they met. 

They got married in 1903 and farmed in the Willmar district, 
south of Arcola. Eleven children were born of this union. William, 
born September 27, 1904, died in 1977 at the age of72. His wife was 
Bertha Schendel, they had three children. 

Fritz, Gerhard, Magdelena. Martha, Carl, Louise and Maria holding Walter 
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Fritz and Maria Klillll'ke 

Gerhard, born September 
I I, 1906, worked for Art 
Oat way for a few years then 
left for Evanston, Illinois, near 
Chicago, in 1928. There he 
married Marie and had three 
children. His wife and and one 
son are are deceased. Gerhard 
is now living at Cascole, Wis
consin. 

Martha, born November 
10, 1908, married Charlie 
Slater. They raised Charlie's 
son by his previous marriage. 
Charlie is now deceased. 

Louise was born March 18, 
1910. She married Bert 
Dettman, who is deceased. 
They had two children. 

Magdelana, born June 30,1911, married Milton Neetz in 1933 
and left for Chilliwack, British Columbia. They had four children, 
all boys. Milton is now deceased. Magdelana is living in Abbotsford, 
British Columbia. 

Karl was born April 3, 1913. He married Minnie Wilhelmina 
Hartenberg. They had two children. 

Edward, born April 3, 1917, married Else McDonald. They have 
three children. 

Anna was born October 22, 1919. She married Jack Stadelmier 
who died in September, 1964. They had three children. Anna died 
on December 8, 1990 at the age of 71. 

Fred was born March 30, 1922. He married Olive Luedtke. They 
have three children. 

John, born June 17, 1924, married Sophie McDonald. They have 
three children. 

David. Eleanor, 
Grace and Walter Klillll'ke 

I, Waiter, was born February 2, 1915. I went to the Lilyfield 
school. 

My dad and mother finally got fed up with the frost and hail, came 
to Winnipeg in 1912 and settled in West Kildonan. My father grew 
vegetables at the corner of King Edward and Notre Dame until 1923. 
Years ago, we grew corn and potatoes where the Red River Co-op 
is today. In the spring of 1924 the family moved to the Lilyfield 



district. The family rented the Charlie Barker farm in March, 1924. 
It was wet and muddy. We went back into the vegetable business and 
then started the dairy in 1928. 

With the thirties came drought and grasshoppers but we still got 
a crop. Tom Braid had a threshing machine and Neil Smith had a 
tractor; they did our threshing for a number of years. I helped with 
the team and rack in the early thirties. We had to haul hay from 
Meadows and Grosse Isle in 1931-32. 

In 1935 cousin Ray Schendel and I got a brain wave and decided 
to bicycle to Chilliwack, British Columbia. The worst part of the trip 
was through Rogers' Pass. We got a lift by truck and railway part of 
the way and got to Chilliwack just when the cherries where ripe. We 
worked for a dairy farmer but left there in late August to work for 
Uncle Leo Schendel, south of Arcola, and stayed with him till 1936. 
Then we came home. 

Dad passed away on June 10, 1939. War broke out in September 
of that year and brother Edward was the first one called to go. 

Then, a little love entered my life when I met Grace Hughes, 
youngest daughter of William and Rose Hughes. We got married on 
June 4, 1942. 

I got my call in September, 1942,joined the Provost Corp and was 
stationed in Winnipeg at the University of Manitoba, Fort Garry. 
After that I was transferred to Vancouver. I was there a few days then 
shipped to Camp Borden in Ontario for a month, then back to 
Vancouver. I got discharged on account of ill health in November, 
1943 and came home and stayed with Mom. Eleanor was born in 
1944. 

I bought the Swirsky farm and dairy in the spring of 1945. Dave 
was born on July 9, 1945. It was not an easy row to hoe by yourself, 
one helper and the wife. The following years, I bought the remaining 
land on the same section. 

In the spring of 1955-56, we got flooded out. In the spring of 
1959, we built the barn and, in 1960, the house. We were asked by 
Esmond Jarvis, then with the Agriculture Department, to show the 
comfort stalls inside of the barn on TV. My friends called me a TV 
star but all I did was push the button for the barn cleaner. 

In 1960 it was another year for snow. I had to get a cat to clear the 
yard. We got flooded in 1960 and again in 1962 and, in the fall of 
1974, we were combining a week before Christmas. We bought the 
Jack Tennenhouse farm in 1965. We sold the cows in 1980 and have 
rented the farm since then but I still help the renter. 

Mom passed away on April 4, 1975 at the age of 93. Grace and 
I will celebrate our 50th wedding anniversary on June 4, 1992. 

- Walter Klimpke 

When the sun shines on you, 
you see your friends. 
Friends are the thermometers 
by which one may judge 
the temperature of our fortunes. 

COUNTESS OF BLESSINGTON 

TONY AND ANGELA KOCH 

Tony Koch was born in Germany. He immigrated to Canada in 
1927 as a member of the German settlement of Little Britain near 
Fort Garry. After staying at the settlement for one year, he left there. 

For the next five years, Tony worked on farms in Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and Alberta, but mostly in Manitoba. In 1933 he 
started to work for Mr. Floyd Howe and was employed by him for 
the next 15 years. When Mr. Howe retired from farming in 1948. 
Tony bought his farm. 

Standing: Hilla (Koch·Schulte) and Arnie Schnellert 
Sitting: Karen. Cath\,. Jacqueline. Angela. Fran!; Koch·Schulte 

During a visit to the "old country" in 1949, he became engaged 
to Angela Mues-Coers whom he knew from a previous visit in 1939. 
Tony and Angela were married in 1950 and had two children, Tony 
Jr. and Hilla. 

Tony and Angela moved into Winnipeg in 1975 when Tony Jr. 
married Kathy Kasdorf. Tony Sr. still came out to work on the hU111 

until his death in 1980. Angela still lives in Winnipeg. 
Tony Jr. and Kathy have three children: Karen, Frank and 

Jacqueline. Tony died accidentally in 1984 and Kathy remained in 
Rosser until 1989 when she sold part of the farm. She and the 
children then moved into Winnipeg. 

Hilla and her husband, Arnie Schnellert, also live in Winnipeg. 

W AL TER AND LIVINA KROKOSH 

I, Livina Dudar, was born, raised and educated in Ethelbert. 
Walter was born, raised and educated in Fork River. Walter worked 
for Midwest Diamond Drilling of Flin Flon from 1955 to 1963 and 
now works as an autobody technician for McNaught Motors. I work 
for the Province of Manitoba in Winnipeg. 

We lived in Dauphin for a couple of years before moving to 
Winnipeg where we resided for seven years before moving to the 
Rosser area. In October of 1973, we moved to the Rosser area from 
Winnipeg. 

Although not engaged in full time agriculture, we enjoy gardening, 
wood cutting, fishing, hunting and numerous other activities asso
ciated with country living. 

We are enjoying our stay at Rosser and hope to enjoy many more 
years here. 

KROLL FAMILY 

Edward and Olga (Kletke) 
Edward was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He attended 

school in Europe where he and his family lived for eight years. They 
then returned to the United States and made their home in Neche, 
North Dakota. 
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Later, Edward moved to Canada and worked in Ontario from 
1917 -1920. Then he came to Winnipeg where he met and married 
Olga Kletke. In June, 1928 they moved to the Little Mountain 
district. Edward and Olga had two children: Herbert, married to 
Ruth Hastmann; and Doreen, married to Vern Burke. 

Olga passed away in May, 1966. Edward remained on the farm 
until his health failed and he could no longer live alone. He spent his 
last two years at Oakview Place in Winnipeg and passed away in 
April, 1981. 

Herbert and Ruth (Hastmann) 
Herbert was born in Winnipeg and moved with his parents to the 

Little Mountain district in 1928. There he attended school and later 
helped his father on the farm. In those days their only means of 
transportation was a bicycle or walking. Herb pedalled his bike to 
Winnipeg in the summer and winter to deliver 30 dozen eggs and to 
bring back groceries. 

In September, 1948 Herb married Ruth Hastmann from 
Beausejour. They lived in the Little Mountain district where Herb 
farmed. Overthe years Herb also worked at various jobs in Winnipeg. 
In 1974 they moved to Winnipeg. Herb and his son, Douglas, now 
own and operate Kroll Display. 

Hl'f'herl alld RlIlh Kroll 

Herb and Ruth have five children. Carol and her husband, Harvey 
Dalke, have two children and live in Winnipeg. Raymond and his 
wife, Marva, have two children and live in Winnipeg. Ron and his 
wife, Maureen, have five children and live in Teulon. Douglas and 
his wife, Karen, have three children and live in Little Mountain 
district. David is single and lives and works in Winnipeg. 

Caroll and Harvey Dalke 
I, Caroll Kroll, began my school years at Little Mountain School 

where I completed sixth grade. For Grade 7 I went to Wentworth 
School. After this school closed, I attended Rosser School for Grade 
8. My high school years were spent at Stonewall Collegiate. I 
graduated in 1968. 

During my youth I attended 4-H at Little Mountain School for 
many years. At 14 years of age, I began teaching Sunday School and 
continued to do so for 23 years. 
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Darryl. Caroll. Heather alld Han'e)' Dalke 

My first job in the working world was for Bill and Bertha 
Klimpke at the Crossroads Restaurant. After graduating from 
Stonewall Collegiate, I was employed by the Manitoba Medical 
Services as a typist. 

In 1970 I married Harvey Dalke and we purchased our home in 
St. James where we still reside today. We have two children: Darryl, 
20, and Heather, 16. After our son was born, I quit work to become 
a full-time mother. 

While our children were growing up I volunteered in the school, 
community club, church and various ladies groups. Now that the 
children are grown, I have become involved in craft making and 
have gone back to work part-time. 

We continue to have ties with the community area by enjoying 
gardening at the old homestead. 

Ray and Marva (Leis) 
Ray is the second eldest of Herb and Ruth Kroll's family. He was 

born in the Lilyfield district and attended Little Mountain, Rosser 
and Stonewall schools. As he grew up on the family farm, he joined 
the Rosser 4-H Horse Club. Ray enjoyed playing hockey with the 
Rosser Hockey Club and football with the Stonewall Rams. After he 
graduated from Stonewall Collegiate, Ray attended Red River 
Community College enrolling in the Business Administration Pro
gram. He later completed a three year management course at the 
University of Manitoba. Following this, Ray commenced employ

Ray. Derrick. 
MalTa alld Lalla Kroll 

ment with the Coca-Cola 
company in their accounting 
department. In March of 1973, 
Ray became employed with the 
Manitoba Public Insurance 
Corporation as a claims ad
juster. As of this date, he is still 
employed with MPIC as their 
Quality Control Manager. 

In August, 1976 Ray mar
ried Marva Leis from Sas
katchewan. Ray and Marva 
have two children: Derrick, 
who is 7 years old, and Lana, 
who is 4 years old. Ray and his 
family are currently residing in 
Winnipeg. 



Ray has been actively involved in the Toastmaster International 
Organization since 1984. He has served as president for two 
Toastmaster Clubs and as area governor. 

Ray attended the recent school reunion held at Stonewall Collegiate 
where he enjoyed renewing acquaintances with former classmates. 

Ron and Maureen (Tremeer) 
Ron married Maureen Tremeer on June 24, 1978. They lived in 

Winnipeg for a year and moved onto Grandpa's farm in 1979 for two 
years. They then moved to Teulon and rented a home until they 
bought their own, in 1984, where they now live. They have five 
children: Charlene, 12 years; Leanne, II years; Danny, 10 years; 
Andrea, 9 years; and Susan, 7 years. 

Ron is currently self-employed, doing furniture upholstery, and 
he enjoys carving wood crafts. They hobby fann and are active in St. 
Peter's Lutheran Church. During the summer they like to go camping. 
In the winter the family are members of the Teulon X-Country Ski 
Club and enjoy many hours on the ski trails just south of their home. 

Douglas and Karen (Friesen) 
Douglas was born in Winnipeg and lived with his parents in the 

Little Mountain district until 1974, when he moved to Winnipeg 
with his family. He attended school in Rosser, Grosse Isle, Stone
wall and Winnipeg. 

In 1981 he moved back to the Little Mountain district, onto his 
grandfather's farm, into the little house where his father grew up and 
where running water meant going out to the well to get it. 

In 1983 he married Karen Friesen from Baie St. Paul area. In 1983 
he also built a new house to replace the one built by his grandfather. 

Doug. Karell. Alllle. 
William alld Gregory Kroll 

Doug and Karen have three children: William, born in 1985; 
Gregory, born in 1988; and Anne, born in 1990. William attends 
school in Stonewall. 

Doug and his dad own Kroll Display, a sign and display company, 
which is located on the farmyard. Doug is currently farming a part 
of his grandfather's land and has chickens and a few head of cattle 
on his hobby farm. He also does some house painting and related 
work. 

Karen has a diploma in Business Administration and worked as 
an accountant/office manager for a law firm in Winnipeg until the 
summer of 1985. She is now a full-time mother and homemaker. She 
enjoys a variety of crafts. 

Doug and Karen are active members of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Winnipeg. 

KROWIAK 
Settlers in RM of Rosser since 1928 

Stanley Krowiak was born in July, 1904 in Poland. He came by 
ship to Canada in 1928. At that time he was sponsored by the 
Canadian government which was encouraging immigrants to settle 
in Canada as farm workers. His original intent was to work on a fann 
in Ituna, Saskatchewan. When he reached Winnipeg, he decided to 
stay. 

Stanley began work on Paul Grenkow Senior's dairy farm in 
1928 and was there for six years. He then purchased II cows and 
rented dairy premises in Rosser for 2 years. In 1935 he bought the 
original farmstead of 10 acres with buildings, which is still the 
Krowiak homestead today. 

Caroline was born in Poland in March, 1908. She was sponsored 
to Canada in June, 1930 by her brother who was living in Old 
Kildonan. She was a housekeeper for a Manitoba Member of 
Parliament when she met Stanley who was delivering milk to a 
friend's home in Winnipeg. Stanley and Caroline met in 1935 and 
they were married in November of that year. 

The Krowiaks called theirfaIm Roseland Dairy and they expanded 
over the years to build the operation to 800 acres with a dairy herd 
of 60 cows plus young stock. They ran the farm for 34 years. For 14 
of those years, he operated his own bottled milk delivery to homes 
in Winnipeg. The bottles were all hand washed and rinsed at the 
farm, then the milk was bottled. Delivery was by horse and sleigh or 
wagon in the early years and later by truck. In 1948 he contracted to 
sell bulk milk to Modern Dairies. 

Their son, Joe, was born in August, 1937 and daughter, Helen, 
in March, 1939. While Caroline helped with the milking, the small 
children sat in a wash tub in the barn where she could keep her eye 
on them. 

The original home was three rooms and housed Stanley, Caroline 
and the two children and up to three farm workers who slept in the 

Stall ley alld Carolille Krowiak Joe alld Helell Krowiak 

kitchen. In those days there was no water or electricity in the home. 
Power came to the farm in 1945. In 1949, they built the one and ahalf 
storey house which is still the family home. 

Joe and Helen began helping around the farm almost as early as 
memory takes them. At the age of 12 and 13, Joe and Helen started 
working on the tractors and helping with the field work in the 
summers. Later they began helping with the evening milking and 
chores. 

They attended the one-room school in Ulster until Grade 8, 
travelling by horse and sleigh in winter and wagon in summer. They 
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both went toTec Voc School in Winnipeg until Grade 12. Joe's main 
studies were mechanical and Helen's were steno/secretarial. After 
completing Grade 12, Joe began work full time on the farm with his 
father. Helen worked in Winnipeg at various secretarial positions 
and continued to help with chores in the evening. 

In 1962, Helen was married. She and her husband, Nick, resided 
on the farm and helped with evening chores until 1967 when they 
moved to their present home in Winnipeg to raise their family. They 
have two children. Angela, born in 1962, is married and is a 
pharmacist in a hospital in Winnipeg. Mary-Ann, born in 1964, is 
working towards her Bachelor of Social Work degree at the Univer
sity of Manitoba and is residing at home. 

In 1966, Joe was married. His son, Paul, was born in 1967 and 
daughter, Renata, in 1968. Both children were involved in 4-H in the 
Interlake region over the years and they both helped their father on 
the farm. Paul is now married and living in Winnipeg and has studied 
for his Education degree at the University of Manitoba. Renata has 
studied Business Administration at Red River Community College 
and is now working and also residing in Winnipeg. 

Stanley Krowiak became ill in the spring of 1969, at which time 
he and Caroline moved to a home in Winnipeg. They transferred the 
operation of the dairy farm to their son, Joe, who is still running the 
farm today. Stanley passed away in September, 1969. Caroline still 
resides in Winnipeg. 

In this area, the helping hands of neighbours and friends could 
often make the difference whether or not you had a crop for the year. 
In 1970, for medical reasons, Joe was unable to seed his land. His 
neighbour, Paul Grenkow, came to him and said he would seed it for 
him. When Joe wanted to pay him for his help, Paul refused the 
payment. If not for Paul and his son Gordon's help, there would have 
been no crop that year. Many times, Joe and the Maxwell neigh
bours, took turns helping each other in haying and harvest time. 

Coming to Canada with little more than their clothes and starting 
a dairy farm required hard work and often hardships. Joe recalls his 
father telling him that when he was first delivering milk to the city 
there were times when he could only afford to buy a two-cent loaf 
of bread for supper. He ate half of it for supper with a pint of milk 
and saved the other half for breakfast. Thank goodness there was 
always plenty of milk! 

KRYM 

Andrew and Nettie (Boychuk) 
Andrew Krym was born December I, 1886 in Prebeshna, Aus

tria. Nettie Boychuk was born October 25, 1892 in Wasilkiv, 
Austria. They came to Canada as children travelling with their 
parents by train to Germany; then on a small boat to England where 
they boarded the ship, "Cunard". After 14 days sailing, they arrived 
in Halifax in June, 1900. They came west by train arriving at the 
immigration hall in East Selkirk. One week later, they took a boat to 
Gimli. They homesteaded west of Gimli. 

Mr. and Mrs. Krym married January 26, 1908. They moved to St. 
Agathe and then to LaSalle. Mr. Krym was working on the CPR 
track at $1.1 0 for a I O-hour day. They later moved to McTavish and 
then to Morris. Here, in 1916, son Fred was born on February 20. 
Springtime brought on a very heavy Red River flood when both CPR 
and CNR tracks were washed away and the water reached the box 
car floor level. 

In 1922, after 13 years of CPR work, Mr. and Mrs. Krym took up 
farming at Osborne and lost this property. Later, they rented 33-7-
IE from Mrs. Davis ofIowa for 23 years. Farm 33-11-IE, in Rosser, 
was bought in 1939 from Mr Fobister through the real estate agency 
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of J.G. Kimmel Schadeck. Mr. and Mrs. Alex McLeod were farming 
the land at this time. Mr. and Mrs. A.M. (Mack) Wedge rented the 
farm until 1948. Kryms moved here in November, 1948. 

Andrew and Nettie Krym celebrated their 60th wedding anniver
sary with a small family gathering in July, 1968. After a lengthy 
illness, Mr. Krym passed away in March, 1970. Except for a year at 
Golden West Lodge on Ness Avenue, Mrs. Krym continued to live 
on the farm. While she was there, the farm grounds were covered 
with beautiful flowers and shrubs which attracted many beautiful 
birds and butterflies. 

She enjoyed telling her family of the immigration trip across 
Canada when the train made frequent stops out on the prairie. The 
people got off and walked about; they found the largest, sweetest 
wild strawberries growing along the track. Everyone thought it was 
Heaven! Mother Krym passed away in January, 1978. 

Fred and Geraldine (Roth) 
Fred took Grades One to Six at St. Agathe, Grades Seven to 

Eleven at Osborne and Grade Twelve at the Boys' School in St. 
Norbert. He then took second year pre-med at the University of 
Manitoba. 

Fred married me, Geraldine Roth of Beiseker, Alberta on June 
21, 1959. We lived on the home farm. In 1962, we purchased the S 1/ 
2 of32-11-1 E from Ben Suttorp and lived there for one year. Valerie 
Fay was born in the old Victoria Hospital in Winnipeg on August 2, 
1963. Lynden Lee was born in the same hospital on October IS, 
1965. In 1968 we took over the home place and moved back. 

The Krym house was built in 1892. Some major changes were 
made in 1950, in 1978 and, again, in 1990. The people who lived 
there before McLeods were the Winters. Betty Winters, a 
Quackenbush of Toronto, together with Irene Bonin, St. Boniface, 
paid us a surprise visit a few years ago. Betty has been back with her 
daughter visiting us and others in the district. Betty thought the old 
blacksmith shop still looked and "smelled" the same. Irene's parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Bonin, were Rosser Hotel proprietors. When they 
drove into the yard, they sat in the car and looked at old photos, 
comparing buildings of yesteryear and today. 

The house was a party place with lots of social gatherings, dances 
and wedding receptions. Kryms continued the open house tradition. 
We too had lots of parties in the house and in the old cookhouse 
where we st6ked up the old cookstove and popped corn, etc. 
Homemade hot chocolate was always welcome after skating, 
broom ball or sleigh rides. 

Today, we host the occasional bed and breakfast traveller. In 
1976 we joined Manitoba Farm Vacations Association. We host 
mentally handicapped people, children and adults who wish to 
spend a day, a night or longer on vacation or to learn about our way 
of life - horticulture and agriculture. 

Fred and I are semi-retired but still very active. 
Fred curled the first ten years at Rosser. He served as director of 

Rosser Pool Association and also as a delegate to annual meetings in 
1967. He was a 4-H leader in woodworking, crafts and mechanics. 
At one point, he had seven boys making kites and working on small 
motors. They had a lot of fun. I have also been involved in 4-H 
activities. In the fall of 1959, Margaret Green invited me to join the 
Rosser Women's Institute. I am a nursing assistant, CNA, and still 
work eight to ten days a month. 

We attend the Seventh-day Adventist Church on Ness Avenue. 
Down through the years, I have been organist, pianist and director 
of various children's divisions. 

God has blessed us with the wonderful community in which we 
live. 



Valerie Krym-Schultz 
My growing up years in Rosser were very happy years and my 

teachers were the best. They were always very supportive. I took my 
first four years of education in Rosser, Grades Five to Eight at 
Grosse Isle and Nine to Twelve at Warren Collegiate. At Warren, I 
was editor of the school paper "Undercurrent". I participated in 
workshops that helped me learn about journalism occupations. I 
took part in track and field and ran in the Provincial B's. 

Mrs. James, at Grosse Isle, and Mrs. Mann, at Balmoral, taught 
me music and I played oboe and flute in the Stonewall Band. I also 
played handbells and sang with the Stonewall Carrilons. We par
ticipated in the first Christmas parade that had floats. The theme was 
"The Birth of Christ". Going down Portage Avenue, we ended up at 
the Convention Centre. We were the "echo" in the Echo Carol 
accompanied by the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra. 

In 4-H, I took various projects such as crafts, sewing and 
gardening. I gave speeches and demonstrations. 

I took pre-med at the Seventh-day Adventist Senior College in 
Alberta then switched to Nursing when I married Dale in 1982. After 
nursing one year, I went back to school to complete my BS at the 
University of Manitoba. Dale graduated from the MBA program 
here. 

I spent two years in the High Arctic on Victoria Island in 
Cambridge Bay and then was accepted into medicine at McMasters 
University in Hamilton, Ontario. After graduating in the spring of 
'93, I will be working in northern Ontario for two years. 

Lynden and Donna (Peacock) 
I, Lynden, went to Rosser Elementary for Grades One to Four, to 

Grosse Isle for Grades Five to Eight, and Warren Collegiate for 
Grades Nine and Ten. Then I went to Canadian Union College with 
Val where I completed Grade 12 at Parkview Adventist Academy. 

In 4-H, I took crafts, woodworking, gardening and photography. 
Best of all, I enjoyed mechanics. With Ernie Steeves as teacher and 
Dad as helper, seven of us boys took apart two-cylinder motors and 
learned how to assemble them again. We fired up the old wood stove 
in the cookhouse, drove nails into the wall, hung up our jackets and 
went to work. 

I took music from Mrs. James and played trumpet in the Stone
wall Band. Our school was privileged to have the use of the Rosser 
Curling Rink to learn the game and have our own Bonspiel. 

At CUC, I continued with mechanics. I had an excellent teacher. 
While there, I learned to play guitar and today I play bass, 12 or 6-
string, or sax. I occasionally play piano for church service. 

I married Donna Peacock from Boissevain. Our daughter, 
Chantelle Tanya, was born June IS, 1989 and our son, Justin Dean, 
on February 9,1992. 

Between seeding and harvest times here, we go south to help 
bring in the crops. In winter, I truck in Winnipeg or on the highway. 

DA VE AND HELEN KUHL 

In 195 I Dave and Helen and their son, Jack, from Charleswood 
purchased the SE 2- I 2- I W at Rosser. They worked the land from 
Charles wood but in 1967 they purchased what was then known as 
the "Bob Blair farm" at Meadows and soon took up residence on the 
farm at Meadows. 

Jack attended Rosser school for one year and took his high school 
at Warren Collegiate. 

In I 967 he took a summer job with Manitoba Hydro which has 
proved to be his life long vocation. 

Dave and Helen enjoyed country living and participated in 
community work. After failing health Dave passed away on July 3, 
1973. 

Helen, feeling she couldn't continue farming, sold out to neigh
bours and moved to Winnipeg. She soon found part-time employ
ment with Zellers in Westwood from where she retired in 1989. 
Feeling the need to keep busy she found employment with "We Care 
Health Services" where she is still employed part-time. 

Son Jack has three children: David, who is studying at the 
University of Manitoba; Chris, who will be graduating from Grade 
12 this summer; and Jodie, who is in Grade 8. 

Jack is a line inspector in the Grand Rapids area for Manitoba 
Hydro. 

THE LACH FAMILY 

Lach Bros. Landscaping was started by Gerry Lach in 1953. 
After several moves around the City of Winnipeg our family 
purchased 75 acres of land on Sturgeon Road and Mollard. 
Before we could develop the land we spent many hours clearing 
rocks which is fondly remembered. In 1976 we built our house. 

In 1977 we started lining out trees and shrubs for Lach' s 
N ursery and in 1980 the Garden Centre was open for business. 
To irrigate the trees and shrubs we made a dugout and, at the 
same time, we stocked the pond with Rainbow Trout which we 
still do. 

We have been in Rosser, Manitoba 18 years now and not 
much has changed. The neighbours are still friendly, the snow 
still blows and the roads are still rough. But....its home. 

HERBERT AND ELSIE LAING 

Since the year 1900 the property known as SW32-12-2E has been 
owned by the Laing family: to 1928 by George Laing then in 1928 
Herbert A. and Jack, sons of George Laing, purchased the property. 
In 1928 Herbert married Elsie Morrow and together they farmed and 
built the present home. For many years Elsie played the organ at the 
Lilyfield United Church. 

Herb and Elsie had three daughters: Marjorie (Gould) now lives 
in the Lac Du Bonnet area; Doreen (Maltmann) lives in Winnipeg; 
and Helen (Butler) lives in Surrey, British Columbia. All the girls 
attended Phipps School. 

In 1946 the family sold the farm and moved into Winnipeg where 
they purchased an apartment block on Sherbrooke Street. Herb 
worked for some years at Trans Air before retiring back to Stonewall 
in 1961 where they built a new home. Elsie passed away on January 
6, 1969 after which Herb moved to Middlechurch Home where he 
resided until his passing on June 12, 1979. 

- Doreen Maltmann 

JOHN AND JEAN LAING 

John T. Laing is the youngest son of R.D. (Bob) and Elizabeth 
(Bessie) Laing. John was born December 23, 1922 at his parents 
farm in Rockwood Municipality. He obtained his education at 
Phipps School and Stonewall Collegiate. 

In 1942, John joined the Royal Canadian Navy. While taking his 
training at HMCS Chippawa in Winnipeg, he worked at the Hudson's 
Bay Co. retail store. Following further training at the east coast, he 
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served overseas on ships in both the Atlantic and Pacific theatres of 
war. 

Upon receiving his discharge from the navy in October 1945, 
John purchased the SW 1/4 of 32-12-2E, formerly the home of his 
uncle, Herb Laing. He began falming in 1946. In subsequent years 
he purchased the NW 1/4 of29-12-2E, and an additional 40 acres of 
the SE 1/4 of 32-l2-2E. 

.lohn and .lean Laing 

In October, 1947 John married Jean, the youngest daughter of 
Robert and Lillian Oughton of Stonewall. Jean was born on July 1, 
1927 at Mrs. Howsom' s nursing home in Stonewall. She attended 
Stonewall schools and, until her marriage to John, worked in a 
doctor's office in Winnipeg. 

Through the years,John and Jean have been very involved in their 
community. John served as a trustee on the Phipps School board. He 
was employed with the Interlake School Division No. 21 for 28 
years, first as a van driver to Grosse Isle and then as a school bus 
driver transporting students to Stony Mountain Elementary and 
Stonewall Collegiate. Jean also drove as a spare van driver for a few 
years. Both served on the Rockwood Agricultural Society Board. 
Jean was a municipal appointee to the Stonewall and District Health 
Centre Board for 12 years and she is sti II a member of the Health 
Care Centre Auxiliary. She is also very involved with the Lilyfield 
United Church Women. John and Jean continue to be active mem
bers of the Lilyfield United Church. John is also a member of the 
Stonewall Legion Branch No. 52. 

Donna, their first daughter, was born in April, 1949 at Grace 
Hospital in Winnipeg. She attended Phipps School from 1955 to 
1963, received her high school education at Stonewall Collegiate 
and graduated in 1967. Her post secondary education was taken at 
the University of Winnipeg , receiving a Bachelor of Arts in 1970 and 
an Education Degree in 1971 from the University of Manitoba. She 
taught mathematics and music at Ashern Central School from 1971 
to 1980. 

In October, 1979 Donna married Glen Kingsley of Eriksdale. 
They operate a mixed farm with grain and beef cattle. They have two 
children: Brian, born in May, 1981; and Sandra, born in January, 
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Donna and Glen Kingsley wilh children Pat and Sheldon Simpson wilh children 
Sandra and Brian Andria and Bar/on 

1984. As a family they are involved in the Eriksdale community with 
hockey, figure skating, curling and 4-H. 

Patricia, their second daughter, was born in July, 1951 at the 
Women's Pavilion, Winnipeg. Following her education at Phipps 
School, 1957 to 1965, and Stonewall Collegiate, 1965 to 1979, she 
went on to take the Registered Nurse's course at St. Boniface 
Hospital, graduating in January, 1972. 

Patricia nursed in Flin Flon for a short time prior to travelling to 
New Zealand and Australia for a year. On her return to Manitoba, she 
nursed at Brandon for a year and then moved to Lethbridge, Alberta, 
in 1974, where she still resides with her family. Pat married Sheldon 
Simpson of Bow Island, Alberta in October, 1976. She worked at 
Magrath Hospital from 1976 to 1988. During that time, two children 
were born: Barton, in May, 1980; and Andria, in October, 1982. Pat 
has been employed at the Lethbridge Regional Hospital since 1988. 
Her husband, Sheldon, has been employed with Time Air Airlines 
of Lethbridge since 1975. The Simpson family is involved in 
gymnastics, tae kwon do, navy cadets, soccer, baseball and golf. 

LEO AND MARIA LALLY 

Leo Lally was born in Winnipeg in December, 1905, the son of 
Patrick and Angelique Lally. His early childhood years were spent 
in the Pigeon Lake area. He was employed by Mr. and Mrs. Art 
Ander at Meadows. 

Maria Knutas came from Berislav, South Ukraine with her 
parents, Anna and Krist jan, and two brothers, Martin and Sigfried. 
They landed in Halifax on March 27, 1932 and travelled by train to 
Meadows where Anna's family, the Hoases, had settled in 1931. 

In 1934 Maria started work for Mr. and Mrs. Art Ander. Here she 
met Leo Lally and they were married in 1937. Maria's parents and 
brothers returned to Sweden in 1936. 

Maria and Leo worked for the Anders until 1957 when the farm 
was sold. They worked for Art Carlson for some time before moving 
to Ryans' at Rosser. Leo remained there until his death in July, 1967. 
Maria continued living at Ryans' for several more years before 
moving to Winnipeg. She kept herself busy by babysitting and 
especially enjoyed all the "newborns" she cared for. She made many 
new friends through her work. 

Maria fulfilled a dream in July, 1969 when she returned to 
Sweden to visit her mother who had celebrated her eightieth birth
day. They had not met since 1936, 



Maria passed away in November, 1985. 
Leo and Maria had four children. Joyce, born July, 1937 attended 

school in Meadows and Winnipeg. She married Stefan Byron of Oak 
Point in May, 1959. They have five children: Richard (Rick), April, 
1960; David, August, 1961; Ron, April, 1963; Glenn,]anuary, 1967; 
and Julie, March, 1972. Ron married Penny Burdett in August, 1991. 
They live in St. Laurent and had a daughter, Brittany, in August, 
1992. Stefan and Joyce make their home in Oak Point and the other 
family members live and work in Winnipeg. 

Edward (Eddie) was born in February, 1939. He attended school 
at Meadows and Rosser. He had two children: Doug, born November, 
1968 and Terri, born March, 1970. Doug has a daughter, Marlayna, 
born November, 1985. His family resides in Winnipeg. Ed died in 
November, 1991. 

Gayle (Gale) was born in June, 1942. She attended school at 
Meadows, Rosser and Winnipeg. She joined the RCAF in 1957 and 
was stationed in the east where she met her future husband. She 
married Ross MacLeod of Stewiache, Nova Scotia. They were 
stationed in Ottawa and then Lahr, France. On their return to Canada 
they lived at Portage La Prairie. They now make their home in 
Stewiache. They have four children: Janet married Colin McFee, 
and they have three children, Danny, Cara, and Connie. Their other 
children are Karen, Bruce and Earl. 

Eric, born June, 1952 ·attended school at Meadows, Rosser and 
Warren. He married Karen Knight of Winnipeg. He is employed at 
Bristol and they make their home in Winnipeg. 

- Joyce Byron 

LANGE 

Ted and Martha 
Ted and Martha Lange purchased the Price farm in 1950. Until 

that time they had farmed and lived in the Beausejour area. 
All seven of the Lange children were born in the Beausejour area. 

There were six boys: Ray, Leo, Clarence, Norman, Dennis and 
Dallon, and one girl, Rita. 

The youngest of the boys, Dallon, passed away in 1978 followed 
by Ted Lange in 1986. The rest of the Langes still reside in the Rosser 
area. 

Martha Lange owns and lives on the original farm purchased by 
them in 1950. 

Ray and Alice (Granger) 
Ray Lange, the eldest son of Ted and Martha Lange, purchased 

the George McFee farm in 1961. In 1965 Ray married Alice Granger 
also a resident of the Rosser Municipality since early childhood. 
They lived in the original farm house until 1978 when they sold the 
McFee house and built a new home on the same site. The original 
house was moved to Amaranth, Manitoba. It is still lived in. 

Ray and Alice Lange still live on the farm and continue to farm 
the land. 

WILLIS AND DALE LANGILLE 

Willis Langille, born in Malagash, Nova Scotia, moved his 
family to the Gordon district from Winnipeg in 1969. He was 
employed, at that time, as Western Canadian Manager of the Nor 
Am Agricultural Chemical Company and was in line for a promo
tional move to the US, which the family wished to avoid. 

Willis's wife, Dale Alexander, was born in Brandon, Manitoba as 
were their children, Kathy and Rick. The family moved from 
Winnipeg to 26-12-1E in 1969 because they were boarding a horse 

at Percy and Ron Hudsons', liked the district and became involved 
- thanks to Doris Hudson - in the 4-H Horse Club. All were active in 
4-H for many years in the Rosser Light Horse and Pony Club. Kathy 
was proud to accomplish the honour of being the first Junior 
Member of the Horse Club to win the Grand Champion of 
Achievement Day, in 1972, with her beautiful palomino quarter 
horse, Mispic Missy. Rick was also a member of the Argyle Beef 
Club and Dale was active on the District Leader's Council. Willis 
became a leader for one year when the Horse Club offered a 
snowmobile project. Kathy and Rick were both active in the Senior 
Members Group, Kathy holding the office of president in 1974-75. 

Kathy and Rick attended school in Stonewall. Both graduated 
from the University of Manitoba: Kathy, in 1979, with a Bachelor of 
Education degree and Rick, in 1977, with a Diploma in Agriculture. 

Their farm enterprise comprised of a large farrow to finish 
purebred hog operation, purebred Aberdeen Angus cows and three 
registered quarter horses. The hogs were found to be unprofitable in 
1979 and the barns were turned into office space. 

Willis was keenly interested in marketing and accompanied 
shipments of hogs to the Philippines, Malaysia and Columbia, South 
America. He visited South Africa, Australia, New Zealand and 
many European and Asian countries selling pigs and the innovative 
hog flooring, Tenderfoot. He turned his attention to a lifetime dream 
of a safe and reliable method of chemical application for farmers in 
1982. The former hog barns became a hive of activity while 
production of the machine was going on. The family business 
expanded to include dog food and pet products, as well as Tender
foot and chemicals for sugar beet production. At the time of this 
writing, the business now focuses on dog food and the manufacture 
of dog chews. 

For a time the family had a need for a hired man to assist with the 
large hog operation, and during a time when the hired man boarded 
with the family, the accommodations on the farm were rented to two 
young RCMP officers who were posted in Stonewall. One of the 
officers, Jean Bourque, originally from Quebec, loved the outdoors 
and helping with anything he could during his time off. 

One day in June, 1976, Jean was assisting in unloading hay, or 
some such task, out behind the barn. All of a sudden there was the 
sound of a siren blaring and a hugh cloud of dust from cars speeding 
over the gravel road. A black car - back end high in the air because 
of its oversized tires and flames painted all over the hood - driven by 
a young man tore into the yard and around behind the barn where the 
fellows were working. The car had to stop at the feed bins as there 
was no where else to go. The RCMP were in pursuit but before they 
had even reached the yard, Jean had flashed his badge and had the 
driver out and spread up against the car. The chase had begun on the 
North Perimeter Highway and it was that young man's unlucky day 
to finally come to rest in a yard with a police officer standing waiting 
for him. 

Having the two RCMP fellows living on the place, and Willis 
helping another coach the Stonewall Midgets hockey team, proved 
to be very hard on the family's friends and neighbours. The Langille 
home became a favourite coffee stop on slow nights and many 
friends suffered anxiety attacks when they drove in to find an RCMP 
car parked in the driveway. 

Kathy married Allan Aitken of Dauphin, Manitoba in August 
1978. The wedding was held on the front lawn. A slight breeze was 
blowing from the north and the city people had the distinct knowledge 
of being on a pig farm in the country. Kathy, Allan and family say 
they hadn't noticed. See the Aitken story. 

Kathy had purchased a Pembroke Welsh Corgi puppy in the 
summer of 1974 and in January 1978 the first litter of puppies under 
the kennel name, Carmarthen arrived under Allan's watchful eye. 
Kathy and Allan raised three litters of pups between 1978 and 1980 
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and in 1981 Dale purchased a beautiful but headstrong male from a 
kennel in Ontario. Carmarthen Kennel was off and running and, we 
are proud to say, has been the recipient of several major awards for 
breeding top quality animals. Carmarthen's achievements to date 
include Top Stud Dog - 1985, Third Top Corgi in Canada - 1985, 
both with Ch. Carmarthen Dyved, CD; Breeder of the Year A ward 
- 1986 and 1988, and our pride and joy, Ch. Carmarthen Synnu 
Ceilidh, CD achieved the honour of # 10 Dog in the Herding Group 
in 1989. This ranked our little dog from Rosser as one of the top 70 
dogs in Canada that year. We were most proud. Another Carmarthen 
bitch, Ch. Willoan's Carmarthen Fiona, HIC won "Best of Breed" 
at a Speciality Show in 1990, an honour most coveted in the dog 
world. This fine little girl also achieved her Herding Certificate in 
1990, proving that she still had the brains and the will to do what she 
was born to do. Two other Carmarthen Corgis achieved their 
certificate the same day. 

A very tragic and sad event occurred on May 29, 1989 when 
father and husband Willis died suddenly of a ruptured aortic aneurism. 
He was just beginning yet another new project. Dale has carried on 
with the dream but has found life isn't quite the same when one's 
partner is no longer there. Willis left his mark on the world and is 
sadly missed by the two grandchildren who knew him, the three who 
did not know him and by the other members of his family. He would 
be so content now, surrounded by family and children. Sometimes, 
the wisdom of the Lord is very hard to accept. But those who are left 
must carryon as best they can. 

Willis's early departure from life left Dale with a large home, a 
business and many other responsibilities. Kathy and Allan were 
living in Stonewall at the time with their children, and so it seemed 
a natural course of events that they move down to help Mom with the 
yard, business and every day life. Dale purchased a mobile home and 
now the lucky grandchildren have something most children today 
only dream about, a Gramma who is less than a stone's throwaway. 

Rick married Lisa Dauphinais of Winnipeg in July, 1986. Rick 
was employed with a Winnipeg company and Lisa with Great West 
Life when Lisa was offered a transfer to Denver, Colorado. They 
accepted and moved in the summer of 1990. They are currently 
residing south of the border and have since added to the American 
population with the arrival of Tayler Louise in June, 1991. 

At the time of this writing, anyone entering the yard site at 26-12-
1 E will find a busy place with people coming and going. They will 
find a kennel full of spirited Corgis and one rather large English 
Mastiff out and about protecting the place. They will find a yard full 
of children, aged 2 to 10, out playing in any kind of weather. Life 
goes on for the Langille family, their 23rd year in Rosser. 

LARSEN'S STORY 

Our 6.8 acres were bought from Mr. Frank Barker in 1961. At that 
time we decided not to move because of our two children's schooling. 
Our son, Darrell, was in a Major Work Class and Stonewall schools 
did not offer such a course. 

When Dan Larsen retired, we decided to build in 1972 and were 
fortunate to get permission. Pearl McGonigal was on the Board at 
that time. That was 19 years ago and these were the happiest years 
of Dan's life. 

I grew to love the area and the great people who made us feel so 
at home. Dan has passed away and I still live on an acreage. 

- Ella Larsen, 1991 

Editor's note: Ella Larsen passed away ill August, 1992. 

380 

LIONEL AND JUDY LA V ALLEE 

The Lavallee family moved into the Rosser district in 1977 and 
lived on Sturgeon Road until 1981. Lionel was a school bus driver 
for Interlake School Division and he and his wife, Judy, worked at 
Bel Acres Golf Course. 

Theirfourchildren attended school in Stonewall. Janine went on 
to Red River Community College and graduated from the Hotel and 
Restaurant course with honours. She is currently the front office 
manager of a large hotel. Russ is employed as a truck driver in his 
father's business. Lyn has a career position with the provincial 
government. Gail also graduated from Red River Community Col
lege, taking Graphic Arts, and is engaged in an apprenticeship 
program as a compositor. 

The family now resides in Winnipeg. 

Liollel alld Judy Lam//ee Fall/i/v 

Be slow in choosing a friend, slower in changing. 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 

LAWRENCE 

James and Margaret (Lyle) 
Reverend James Lawrence was born in Brechin, Scotland on 

February 2, 1829. He married Margaret Lyle in 1855. He had an 
extended business career and for many years was engaged in the 
tailoring business and as a photographer. He was always interested 
in church work and was ordained as a deacon in 1855. In 1859 he 
sailed for South Africa to continue with church work and this he did 
in the cities of Cape Town and Durbin for the next seven years. 

In 1865, the Lawrences returned to Scotland, living in Edinburgh 
until 1868 when they went to live in Glasgow. In both these cities Mr. 
Lawrence did good work among the poor. In 1871 he became 
congregational missionary of the Free St. Stephens Church of 
Glasgow. 

In 1873,26 of the Lyle clan sailed for Canada. They settled in and 
around St. Thomas, Ontario. Mr. Lawrence took over the pastorate 
of the Presbyterian church of St. Thomas. In 1874 the family moved 
to West Adelaide where he ministered for five and a half years. 



Mr. Lawrence's eldest sons had come west and, having found 
land, it was now time for the rest of the family to move onward; this 
was 1879. By this date the railroad via the United States to Winnipeg 
was built. The railroad station was in St. Boniface, and "they 
alighted in a sea of mud." There was no way to cross the river and 
no accommodation for spending the night, so there was nothing to 
do but bed down with the horses. This meant the ladies as well, there 
was no choice. 

Mr. Lawrence entered upon what proved to be a successful 
ministry at Stonewall with its many charges. He travelled from 
charge to charge with his horse and buggy, a familiar figure to all. 
He was instrumental in the building and opening of the Presbyterian 
Church of Stonewall. He remained there for nine years. Mr. Law
rence was ordained by the Manitoba Presbytery in 1883. In 1888 he 
was called to Emerson, Manitoba. He preached there until 1896 
when he returned to Lilyfield to reside with his son, Lyle. 

Reverend Lawrence held church services in the Lilyfield school 
and in the homes of the pioneers from 1898 to 1902. He, at this time, 
retired and preached only to help when they required assistance. He 
was one of the pioneer ministers of the west. 

Reverend Lawrence entertained many friends and relatives over 
the years with his magic lantern slides. These slides were on glass, 
the views having been taken of many places in his travels in the 
world. These gave many hours of pleasure to all. Reverend Lawrence 
had the honour of giving Lilyfield its name. When discussing the 
desirability of choosing a name for the district with Mr. H. Fields on 
the back steps of the Lawrence home, Mr. Lawrence pointed to the 
fields beyond, orange with tiger lilies, and said, "this area shall be 
known as Lilyfield." 

James Lawrence 

Lyle and Emily (Oatway) 

Reverend and Mrs. 
Lawrence had a large family, 
three daughters and six sons. 
Lyle and Val preceded their 
father to Manitoba; Ed was 
the first non-native child to 
be born in the Lilyfield dis
trict; and Anne married Mr. 
S. MacWilliam. Each resided 
in the area. 
Each resided in the area. 

Mrs. Lawrence passed away 
in 1910andtheReverendJames 
Lawrence died in 1914. They 
are both buried in Lilyfield 
Cemetery. 

- fi'om the Rosser Ripples. 
suhmitted hy Evered Lawrence 

Lyle Lawrence was born in 1859 in Stenhousemuir, Stirling, 
Scotland. At two weeks of age he went with his family to South 
Africa, a trip of over two months, on a sailing vessel. They lived in 
Cape Town and Durban for seven years before returning to Scotland 
where Mr. Lawrence received his education. 

In 1873, after 26 members of the family emigrated and settled in 
St. Thomas, Ontario, the call of the west lured Lyle and his older 
brother, Val, away. On May 17, 1878 they boarded the steamship 
"Ontario" at Sarnia for this unknown country. The following quo
tations are directly from Mr. Lawrence's diary: 

"The Steamship Ontario contained ahout 250 passengers, 60 of 
which were MOllnted Police headedfor Fort Walsh in the Northwest 
Territory, hesides about 60 horses and general cargo-principally 
machinery. 

"Satllrday. May 25 - Started/or Winnipeg ahoard the 'Minne
sota' - arril'ed Grand Forks and joumeved lip the Red Ril'er to 
Winnipeg. 

"May 27 - Reached Winnipeg at 8:30 a.m. Had on hoard ahout 
100 passengers which were landed on the Assinihoine. the luggage 
on the Red River. Went out to Mrs. Beveridge·s. six miles Fom 
Winnipeg - a long walk it seemed to liS." (The Beveridge farm was 
a half mile south of Little Mountain School.) 

The search for land on which to settle is described in the same 
diary. It took the two brothers to Woodlands, Portage and on to 
Gladstone. They were always welcomed for meals or shelter for the 
night by settlers as they made their way over good land, swamp, bush 
and rivers by wagon. Each time they returned to the Beveridge farm 
and, eventually, each purchased land in what is now Rosser. Mr. 
Lyle Lawrence's farm was Indian Script land and was situated on 
SW 1/4 4-12-2E. 

He broke the land with oxen and the first home was built. It was 
destroyed by fire in 1903 and the present home erected in its stead. 
Many a traveller on the trail to Stonewall stayed the night at the first 
homestead to break his journey and it earned the name of "Halfway 
House". It was also known as The Manse when Mr. James Lawrence. 
came with his wife, to live with their son, Lyle. 

Lyle and Emily Lawrence 

Lyle Lawrence took a great interest in his community. It was due 
in great part to his efforts that the Municipality of Rosser was formed 
in 1893. He had served as acouncillorfrom 1888 to 1892 forthis area 
when it was part of St. Paul. After the formation of the RM of Rosser 
he served as councillor in 1902 to 1903. Mr. Lawrence was also the 
first assessor for Rosser. He was president of the Lilyfield Literary 
Society and shared with his neighbours in the building of the 
Lilyfield Hall. He also served as a trustee and secretary treasurer of 
Lilyfield School for many years and was the first president of the 
Manitoba Pool Elevator at Gordon. As well as farming he became 
the local agent for the Portage Mutual Insurance Company in 1893. 

In 1903 Mr. Lawrence was asked by the Laurier government to 
go overseas for the Immigration Department. The passengers on the 
steamship "Lake Erie" also included Mr. Phipps of Rosser. All those 
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from what is now Saskatchewan were listed as from the North West 
Territories. 

Many of Mr. Lawrence's meetings were in Wales and, as there 
was little advertising in those days, he had to hire a town crier to 
announce his presence and its reasons. He was overseas three 
months to encourage people to come to Canada. During the first six 
weeks 33 people booked passage. His words to promising farmers 
for Western Canada were: 

"A man may spend a couple of years working for someone else 
and may qualify himselfas the ownerofafreefarm ofl60 acres. He 
must break ten acres a year of this landfor three years and live on 
it six months in each year and then get his patent. A mall of capital 
can take up a farm at once -either a free grant or by purchase." 

Lyle Lawrence married Emily Oatway, also of Rosser, in 1908; 
Mrs. Lawrence had come to Canada in 1898. She was active during 
the war of 1914-1918 in the Willing Workers of Lilyfield Church. 
She was a member and president of the Ladies Aid in the church and 
helped in community activities. 

Lyle and Emily Lawrence had three children: Evered, Margaret 
and Gordon. Mr. Lawrence passed away in 1935 and Mrs. Lawrence 
died on January 16, 1971. Both are buried in Lilyfield cemetery. 

Evered and Alice (Middlemass) 
Evered, the eldest son of pioneer parents Emily and Lyle Law

rence, was born on the family farm on SW 1/4 4-l2-2E in the RM of 
Rosser. He has lived and farmed in Rosser all his life. 

Evered attended Lilyfield one-room rural school for his elementary 
schooling and Kelvin High School, Winnipeg, for his secondary 
education. Transportation for rural pupils was not provided in the 
early days and Evered rode horseback or, on occasion, walked the 
two and a half miles (or four kilometres) to Lilyfield School. When 
he was old enough he drove a horse and buggy with his siblings and 
cousins as passengers. Most schools provided a barn for the comfort 
of the horse and pupils each fed their own horse as required during 
the school day. He recalls with great delight that he was once able 
to skate all the distance to school on the ice in the ditches and ponds 
- this was before modern drainage systems. 

In 1941, Evered married Alice Middlemass, a Winnipeg school 
teacher. They moved into a small home, later enlarged, on SE 1/433-
11-2E in the RM of Rosser. This home was on the bald prairie open 
to the winds, summer storms, and winter blizzards; situated on what 
was then NO.7 highway to Stonewall. Trees were planted and in a 
few years a shelter belt was established. 

Evered has seen farming go from the days of horse power and 
threshing gangs to today's modern farm methods and has seen 
electricity come to our area easing the work in the house, barn, shop 
and yard. They added to their land holdings by purchasing the Eric 
Nelson farm, SE 1/4 5-12-2E. In cooperation with Canada Agricul
ture Rust Laboratory, their farm was used in part for testing of rust 
control on different varieties of grain. One year there were 10,000 
plots to set out for wild oat control. They also had one of two variety 
test gardens fornew selections of gladiolus in Canada. Only selected 
varieties were released for sale. The growing and hybriding of 
gladiolus started as Evered's hobby, but it grew to a family endeav
our. At one time they had three colourful acres of blooms - a lovely 
sight - which drew many visitors to their home. 

It is always remembered in their family that the local school, 
Little Mountain, served as the hall for meetings and elections - and 
it was the place where dances, concerts and social evenings were 
held. It was where they relaxed and visited with their neighbours. 
Those happy evenings were usually topped off with hot coffee made 
in the copper boiler kept for that purpose. Those people on the 
evening's lunch committee poured the bulk coffee into the boiling 
water in the boiler, and left it to bubble away. Thus the end of the 
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social activities could decide the strength of the coffee. It was at 
these gatherings that they got to know their neighbours and what 
wonderful goodies they had brought for them to enjoy with the hot 
coffee. 

Evered and Alice have taken part in the life and development of 
their community. Alice taught a year at Little Mountain School and 
did substitute teaching in the area when it was required. Later she 
was a member of Little Mountain School Board and Rosser Municipal 
School Board. She enjoyed membership in the Red Cross, was a 4-
H leader and is a charter member of Mount Lildon Women's 
Institute, formed in 1947. 

Evered has always been active in sports at both the district and 
municipal levels. He coached baseball teams at the schools and 
refereed games at Sports Days. He was a member of Gordon Curling 
Club and an organizer and participant in sports clubs in Lilyfield, 
Little Mountain and in Rosser. He was a 4-H Seed Club leader. 

For 25 years Evered was on council of the RM of Rosser. He was 
a Councillor for Ward 3 and then Reeve of the Municipality. He has 
served on a number of Provincial Boards and on the executive of the 
Union of Manitoba Municipalities. 

A wondelful part of their life was experienced following World 
War II. Through the Canadian Department of Immigration they had 
the good fortune to have John and Gertha Maliepaard of Holland 
come to work on their farm. They remained with them for IS years. 

When John and Gertha arrived they brought with them a very 
large crate containing household linens, clothing, dishes and furniture. 
They were unable to bring money out of Holland so they started their 
new life in Canada almost penniless. Nonetheless, many times they 
spoke of having had no regrets in making this move to a new land. 
John worked faithfully on the faIm learning Canadian customs and 
they both endeared themselves to the community as they made 
friends in the district. They did their visiting on two bicycles which 
had been part of the contents of the crate. Later they were able to buy 
a car. When John's health failed they retired to Winnipeg where they 
lived until their deaths. 

Two daughters were born to Evered and Alice. They each 
received their elementary education in the RM of Rosser at Little 
Mountain, Wentworth and Rosser Schools and their high school at 
Stonewall Collegiate. 

Leslie is a graduate of Home Economics and has a certificate of 
Education, University of Manitoba. She is married to Donald 
Wilson and they live in the RM of Rosser. 

Linda is a 'graduate of Arts, and of Law School, and has a 
certificate of Education, University of Manitoba. She is married to 
Robert Pettit. They resided in Stonewall for two years while she 
taught at Stonewall Collegiate and are now living in Winnipeg after 
spending a few years in Edmonton and in Ottawa. They have two 
children, James and Roberta. 

Alice and Evered celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 
1991. They are retired and living on their farm in Rosser. 

Gordon and Clare Lawrence 
Gordon Lawrence, son of Lyle and Emily Lawrence, was born on 

the family farm SW 4-12-2E Rosser in 1917. In the British manner 
of naming the family residence, the farm was called "Green Den" for 
all the trees planted on it. 

Gordon received his education at Lilyfield and Little Mountain 
and attended high school at Gordon Bell. He also went to the 
University of Manitoba where he received his diploma in Agricul
ture. He was active in sports, particularly softball which was his 
favourite. He played locally and in the city and later coached Little 
League at Grosse Isle. 

One of his favourite stories he loved to tell dealt with softball. 
After winning a city championship on one of the teams he played for 



in the city he had remarked to his celebrating teammates that they 
weren't really that good - he could put a team of farm lads together 
from back home that could beat them. The city team took this as a 
challenge to their superior skills and a game was arranged with 
Gordon playing for Lilyfield. The game ended as predicted with the 
"country boys" victorious and the "city slickers" going home with 
their eyes opened. 

Gordon married his wife, Clare, in 1949 and continued to farm 
until 1968 when he was disabled in an unfortunate farm accident. 

Gordon died in 1981 and is survived by his wife, Clare, and two 
children, Lyle and Elaine. Clare sold the yard site in 1990 to John 
Scott and now resides in Chilliwack, British Columbia. Elaine is 
married to Lynn Nickel of Chilliwack, British Columbia. They have 
two children, Christopher and Cara. Lyle lives on a piece of land 
adjacent to the home site. 

Lyle Lawrence 
I have lived in Rosser all my life, first on the family farm and then 

on my own land adjacent to the home place where I built a home in 
1978. I received my education at Little Mountain and Rosser 
Elementary Schools and attended high school in Stonewall. 

Like my father, I received a diploma in Agriculture at the 
University of Manitoba and I also received a diploma in Sales and 
Marketing from Red River Community College. I have been active 
in sports, particulary fastball, where I helped form the Rosser A's 
and later the Meadows Knights of the Rockwood Men's Fastball 
League. I was a member of the team when they won the Rockwood 
League championship in 1982. After the team folded in 1984, I 
continued to play and coach fastball for the Stonewall Phantoms. 

I currently work in Winnipeg and I am engaged to be married to 
Nancy Karasewich of Stonewall in June, 1992. 

Edward Alexander and Mary Janet (Conquergood) 
My father, Edward Alexander Lawrence, youngest son of Rev

erend and Mrs. James Lawrence, was born August 28, 1880 on the 
SW 1/4 of 4-12-2E, Rosser. He was said to be the first non-native 
child born in the district. 

He received his education at Emerson, Stonewall and Central 
Collegiate, the first high school in Winnipeg. He spent a few years 
working on the railway in Spokane, Washington. He returned to 
Lilyfield and took up farming and remained there until his death in 
1948. 

In 1915 he married Mary Janet Conquergood, second youngest 
daughter of Thomas and Flora Conquergood, who with her family 
had come west from Kincardine, Ontario in 1900. Mother and Dad 
took up residence at their new home on the NW 1/4 4-12-2E, 
Lilyfield district in Rosser. 

Dad took an active part in the community life and for several 
years served on the local school board. 

During the early 1920's Dad hauled all the grain to Winnipeg by 
horse and sleigh. This was an all day trip; he would leave home at 
daybreak and return around dusk. 

Dad was very fond of animals, especially horses. They were 
always beautifully groomed and Dad spent a lot of time polishing the 
brass on the horse's harness. 

In 1935 the grasshoppers swept through our fann and Dad 
threshed all the straw from the whole quarter section into the loft of 
the barn. He only had one wagon load of barley for sale and sold it 
for a load of coal. Even the garden was a complete loss that year. 

Ourfann was sold in 1956 and Mother moved to Winnipeg where 
she lived until her death in 1961. 

There were five children from this union. Lyle, the eldest, died in 
infancy during the flue epidemic of 1919. 

Jessie married Douglas Anderson and resides in Winnipeg. 
Douglas Anderson passed away in 1976. 

Edna (Ted) married William Splawsky and had adaughter, Mary 
Jane. They reside in Edmonton, Alberta. 

Helen lives in Winnipeg with Jessie. 
In 1950 Donald married Shirley Rourke and that union produced 

eight children, five girls and three boys. Kimberly, Patrick and 
Diane reside in Winnipeg. Valorie resides in Saskatoon. Sharon, 
Shelagh, Patricia and Randy now reside in Edmonton. Donald 
Lawrence passed away suddenly in 1985. 

Sharon, the first grandchild, married Michael McIntyre and they 
have two sons, Geoffry and Sean. Kimberly, who is employed in 
Winnipeg, married Linda Fedoruk and are the proud parents of three 
boys: Jared, Tyler and Jonathon. Patrick, who is pursuing a medical 
career, married Wendy Locken. They have been blessed with a son 
and daughter, Melissa and Derek. Diane married Norman Bernier. 
They became the proud parents of three boys: Jason, Ryan and 
Colin. Randy is single and presently makes his home in Edmonton. 
Valorie married Gary Urban. They were blessed with two children, 
Justin and Ashley. She1agh met and married David Szoke and they 
have two sons, Aaron and Stephen. Patricia, who is single, lives and 
works in Edmonton. 

- Jessie Anderson 

LAURENT AND BONNIE LECOQ 

Laurent and I were married in Treherne, Manitoba on November 
25,1961. We have three children: Darlene, born in Treherne on June 
7, 1962; Mark, born in Treherne on May 7, 1963; and Dwain, born 
in Winnipeg on February 14, 1974. 

We farmed at Treherne until the spring of 1964 when we moved 
to Winnipeg where Laurent was employed with Co-Op Implements 
as a welder. In 1965 Laurent went to work for N.M. Paterson and 
Sons as a grain buyer, training in points such as Crystal City, where 
we lived for awhile, Killarney, Marquette and Meadows, Manitoba. 

Alher! and Darlene (holding Dawn) Lallloureux. Mark. Bonnie. Laurelll. Dwain 
Lecoq 
Front: Adalll Lallloureux 

In January, 1966 Laurent was assigned his own elevator in 
Dis1ey, Saskatchewan. We lived in Disley until October, 1967 when 
Laurent was transferred to Meadows where he took over the grain 
buying duties from George Miller. We also had the post office in the 
elevator for awhile after Jim Rothwell closed his store in Meadows. 
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Laurent bought grain in Meadows until June, 1969 when he left 
Paterson's to start his own business known as Aable Roofing. 
Although our business started out as just roofing, it soon changed to 
roofing and carpentry of all kinds. Ours is a family business operated 
out of our home. I do the bookkeeping and all of the family, at one 
time or another, works for Dad. When we left the elevator we moved 
to the Swedish Camp and rented the Peter Hoas house from John and 
Chris Hoas. 

In 1970 we bought the house and 40 acres formerly owned by 
Nels and Janet Malmas although, at that time, it was owned by the 
Winter brothers from Winnipeg. We moved in on a stormy weekend 
in December with the help of Arvid Norberg and Art Malmas. 
Family from the city that were coming to help had to turn around and 
go back because the roads were too slippery. 

We have tried many different ventures since we moved here, such 
as cattle, one of which, Polly, was given to Darlene by Alfred and 
Emil Hoas. Then there were pigs, chickens, rabbits and horses, and, 
of course, Laurent always put the crop in which was another family 
project. 

On the morning of January 26, 1976 our house burnt to the ground 
during one of the worst storms of that winter. It was really a miracle 
to see so many friends and neighbours coming to help from as far 
away as 12 miles in such a storm; most of them beat the fire truck. 
At that time the Rock Lake Hutterite Colony operated the fire truck 
and, being winter, they had to fill the water tank when the equipment 
was needed. There wasn't much they could do anyway because of 
the high winds. They managed to keep the fire from spreading to 
Emma's house and Hoas's barn behind the house. Laurent, Dwain 
and I were home at the time and, thankfully, there were no human 
casualties. We did lose a lot of material things and a lot of precious 
memories but if it hadn't been for our friends and neighbours we 
would have lost much more. At that time we had our own three 
children and also my niece, Jenny Cooper, living with us. 

What to do with three school age children and a baby when you 
have no place to live? Well, friends and neighbours came to the 
rescue again. We had so many offers of help and lodgings, we were 
overwhelmed. We finally stayed with John and Chris Hoas where 
we were welcomed like family. John and Chris did a wonderful job 
of taking care of our kids, feeding them and getting them off to 
school at times when we were busy looking for a house trailer and 
many other things that had to be taken care of at the time. 

Once we were settled into the trailer, which was kind of cramped, 
we began to rebuild in early February. With the help of family, 
friends, neighbours and the Pigeon Lake Mennonite Church who 
organized a work group many days, we were able to move into our 
new home in May, 1976. No words can ever express our thanks and 
appreciation to John and Chris and all our family, friends and 
neighbours for their help and support during our time of need. 

Darlene graduated from Warren Collegiate in 1980 and was 
employed at Tan-Jay International as an office worker until the 
spring of 1981 when she changed her employ to office clerk at J&P 
Coats in Winnipeg. Darlene worked atJ &P Coats up until their move 
to Lac du Bonnet in April, 1991. Darlene married Albert Lamoureux 
of Woodlands on August 29, 1981. They have three children: Adam, 
born February 14, 1984; Dawn, born August 8, 1986; and Desiree, 
born March 8,1989. 

Albert worked for Aable Roofing for a number of years in the 
summer months and on the oil rigs in Alberta in the winter months 
until he was hired by Manitoba Hydro in 1983. Darlene and Albert 
lived in Winnipeg their first winter, then bought a small house trailer 
and rented the Bais yardsite from Hoas's. They lived there until 
May, 1984 when they moved their trailer to Warren. In 1988 they 
built a new house in Warren and lived there until the spring of 1991 
when Albert was given a permanent position in Lac du Bonnet where 
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they are again building a new house and hope to move by in March, 
1992. 

Mark finished school in 1981 and went to work for his dad with 
Aable Roofing. He has since then worked for a number of other 
construction companies in many different places in Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and Ontario. Mark is presently a construction worker 
in Pelican Narrows, Saskatchewan and has decided to live there. 

Dwain is a student in Grade 11 at Warren Collegiate. In the 
summer months Dwain works for his dad with Aable Roofing. 

WILFRED AND JEAN LEE 

Wilf and Jean purchased their small acreage in 1987 so are 
newcomers to the RM of Rosser. 

Wilf comes from a farming background. His grandfather, John 
Lee, was born in High Bluff, Manitoba but purchased land at 
Valparaiso, Saskatchewan and raised his family there. Wilf' s father, 
Lester, retired from farming at the age of 85 but the land is still 
farmed by his son, Ray. 

Wi If was in the military and later he worked for Motor Coach. He 
always dreamed of farming and, in 1987, bought 80 acres on 
Highway 221, west of the Pool elevator. 

Wilfred Lee 

Jean was b~rn in Ottawa, taught school, and later worked for the 
Department of Transport in Winnipeg. She loves the farm with its 
wide open spaces and enjoys the gardening and yard work. She calls 
their farm her "country estate". 

Theirfamily are all on their own with daughter Kathi in Vancouver, 
managing a clothing store. Their son, Danny, is managing a pho
tography store in Regina and John is an air traffic controller in 
training here in Winnipeg. 

If a man does not make 
new acquaintances 
as he advances through lif,?, 
he will soon find himself left alone. 
A man, sir, should keep his 
friendship in a constant repair. 

SAMUEL JOHNSON 



LEESON 

About the time Winnipeg was incorporated two Leeson brothers, 
William and Robert A., left their family in Campbellford, Ontario to 
look for a place to live where farm land was more plentiful. They 
travelled through the United States and came north to Winnipeg via 
the Red River. During the winter they were employed on the 
construction of rails across the river to bring the Countess of 
Dufferin, the west's first steam locomotive, across to the east side 
from where it had been landed from a river barge. 

Robert decided to homestead land in Strathclair, Manitoba. 
William started a dray business in Winnipeg. He married Amelia 
and had three children: Margaret, 1890; Robert, 1892; and Mary, 
1893. Amelia died in 1896. Then William married Rosina Jones. 
From their marriage came William Jr., 1897; Violet, 1900; Alice, 
1902; Grace, 1905; and Gladys, 1909. 

William decided in 1910 that he would return to his first love and 
took up farming in Rosser. In 1915 the sons, Robert and William, 
joined the 61 st Battalion. Later they transferred to the 44th Battalion 
and were both wounded in 1916 in the first battle of the Somme. 

In 1916 tragedy struck at home. With the sons away and William 
sequestered for jury duty, the family could only stand around as their 
home burned to the ground. This forced William to return to the dray 
business in Winnipeg. 

William died in 1924 and, at the time of this writing, only Violet, 
Grace and Gladys survive from the Rosser family. The few years in 
Rosser were times of happy memories, warm friendships and 
helpful neighbours. 

THE LEFLEY FAMILY HISTORY 

Robert and Anne Elizabeth (Watson) 
Robert Lefley came to Winnipeg from Yorkshire, England and 

was joined by his wife, Anne Elizabeth Watson, and eight of their 
nine living children in 1884. Martha, their eldest daughter with her 
husband, Thomas Lindley, followed later. 

Tom Lefley was two years old, the youngest in the family, when 
they landed here. They made their way to Lake Frances in the south 
Interlake country. Life was truly hard but with lots of ambition and 
determination to make their way in the new country. They gradually 
built up a nice herd of cattle, grew some feed for them along with 
other produce to sell. Stories were often told of those long trips with 
oxen to Winnipeg to sell butter, eggs, etc., in order to get necessary 
provisions. 

On these trips, when the travellers sighted St. Michael's Church 
at Grosse Isle, they knew that food, rest and shelter were not far away 
- they were near the "stopping place" at Smith's. This is where the 
Miller farm is today. Here the oxen were fed and cared for at a charge 
of ten cents. 

In March, 1882 Lefleys moved to Grosse Isle where they had 
rented the Thompson farm. This is where Betty, May and Weston S. 
Ridgeway now live. Jack helped his dad on the farm for awhile. 
Three of the children, Charlie, Mary and Margaret, were in Winni
peg working in a hospital. The four youngest, Bob, Annie, Eliza and 
Tom, were still at home and were among the first pupils to attend the 
Grosse Isle School which had opened in 1892. Mr. Cressey was their 
teacher and he boarded with the Lefleys, sharing his bed with young 
Tom, whom he nicknamed "Box Stove" as he kept him warm on cold 
winter nights. 

The family lived and worked on the Thompson fann for four 
years. One of Tom ' s chores was to make shells for an old musket and 

to use the weapon to try to keep the crows off the stooks during 
harvest. Grandma Lefley often related the story of how hawks would 

swoop down into the yard and steal her hens. She would run out and 
wave her apron to shoo them away, the hawks would only fly up to 
swoop down again and "knock" the head off another hen. 

We were told that the first person to visit the Letley's in Grosse 
Isle was Mr. Joseph Hagerman -Grandpa Hagemlan to all of us. 

In 1896, the family moved a mile east to the present holdings. The 
"old home" which had been moved from the railway line, by horses, 
and which had been a bunkhouse for the builders of the railway, 
when it was put through Grosse Isle, was put on the northwest corner 
of 33-12-1 E. Most of the land was unbroken, but by 1910 all but 60 
acres west of the buildings, and the bush which still stands between 
John H. Ridgeway's and home, was broken. 

Many a young man from England came to learn farming at 
Letley's. The Sheldon boys married and settled in the district. Art 
Heywood, who came in March, 1910 as a lad, stayed with the family 
until his retirement to Stonewall. 

When Robert Letley sold the farm to his youngest son, Tom, and 
his herd at a public auction, he and Grandma went back to England 
for a visit. Grandma Lefley died in 1917, and Grandpa in 1918. 

Tom and Henrietta (Smith) 
Tom married Henrietta (Harry) Smith of Rosser, a school teacher, 

in 1910. The third generation Lefley family: Lily, Ivy, Anne, Alice 
and Bob were all born on the farm. 

Lily and Ivy attended the "old" Grosse Isle School for awhile. 
With the opening of the Consolidated School in 1920, all in the 
district had the opportunity to get a higher education right in the 
"village". 

Due to labour shortage a sheaf-loader was purchased in 1918 
which cut down considerably on the hugh threshing gangs. Due to 
ill health in 1921, Dad rented the farm to Mr. Beckett for two years, 
so we moved into the house which had been our grandparents' home. 
Dad bought grain and sold Hart-Parr engines during this time. When 
the Wheat Pool was being organized he was one of the two men who 
canvassed the district getting agreements signed to form a Pool. 

During the 1920's he was a school trustee, while Mother was on 
the Provincial Board of the United Farm Women. She was leader of 
the Junior UFM and encouraged us in debates and public speaking. 
We all remember the wonderful times we had on trips to Laurentia 
Beach at St. Laurent. Mr. Ed Hagerman and Dad were leaders of the 
boys in the club. 

The family interest in sports is still evident today. Dad was an 
enthusiastic hunter and put many tasty meals on the table as ducks, 
geese and deer were plentiful in those days. This was true also in all 
other branches of sports; baseball, especially, was dear to his heart. 
I well remember the noon hours when, even though the horses just 
had to have their rest, Dad would lead us out to the yard to polish up 
on our pitching, catching and batting skills. It stood us in good stead 
as we look back now to the great times we had playing ball and the 
wonderful friendships that grew out of it all. 

Ivy, Anne and Alice played ball with the Grosse Isle team until 
there were just not enough local girls left, then they were invited to 
play with the Stony Mountain girls in a Winnipeg League. Today, 
the fourth generation is carrying on that tradition and is leaving 
its mark among the sporting fraternity. 

In our earlier days, too, on dance night, if you didn't want to be 
a wallflower you had to know how to dance. Remember? There were 
2-steps, 3-steps, 7-steps and schottisches, the Military and High
land, several types of polka, the French Minuet, Aurora waltz and 
many changes of quadrille, and so many more. We had practise 
sessions so we would know them and those were real fun times. 

Formany years John Ridgeway Sr., after fencing off our oak bluff 
next to his farm, used it as pasture and, for its use, brought us a 
butchered lamb each Christmas. One year a ewe had one lamb more 
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than she could handle and he gave it to the girls. "'Nibbles" was a 
great pet for us, as were the many colts we raised, especially Beauty, 
whom we raised after her mother died in the pasture. 

Dad operated the municipal road grader in the late 30's and on 
into the 40 's; he also was in charge of crews hired to cut brush along 
the municipal roads. This all helped to pay the taxes. In those years 
Bob took over the family fann and our parents retired into Winnipeg 
and lived there until they died; Dad in 1958 and Mother in 1977. 

It was during the 40's too, that all of us married. I, Ivy, married 
Jack Warburton in 1940 and we started our life together working on 
the C.E. Hayles farm, W 1/2 25-12-1 W, known locally as Maple 
Grove. Leaving there, in the fall of 1941, Jack worked for a while as 
a night operator on the municipal grader, on airport construction 
during the winter; then in partnership with his brother, Bert, and their 
father, we purchased land in ,Poplar Point district. We still live there 
as do Bert and Martha and their son and daughter. We have three 
sons: Bob, at home on the fann; Eric, a nurseryman at Carman; and 
Tom, a dairy processor in Winnipeg. 

Alice married Harry Martin of Winnipeg in 1940 and they lived 
in Winnipeg until they died; Alice in 1982 and Harry in 1984. They 
had two sons: Barry, a teacher, and Ron, a dentist, both in Calgary. 

Ann married Art Otto ofWawanesa in 1941 and lived there for 
many years. They are now retired and reside in Killarney. They have 
one son, Dean, who lives in Wawanesa. 

Lill married Stan Tenszen of Winnipeg in 1943. Stan died in 1956 
and Lill married Ed Ryshak in 1968 and continued to live in 
Winnipeg until her death in 1986. 

Bob married Jean Fraser in 1947. They have six sons and one 
daughter. Their story is told separately. 

- Ivy Warburton 

Robert T. and Jean (Fraser) 
Robert (Bob) was born on May 16, 1921 at home, youngest of 

five, and the only son of Thomas and Henrietta Leney. He received 
his education at Grosse Isle, Manitoba. 

Jean, daughter of Charles and Helen Fraser, was born on June 4, 
1927 in Argyle, Manitoba and was the eighth of eleven children. She 
received most of her education at Grosse Isle, Manitoba. Her 
mother, 98 years old, lives in Tache Nursing home in St. Boniface. 

Bob and Jean were married in Winnipeg on February I, 1947. 
Bob took over management of the farm in 1951 when his parents 
moved to Winnipeg. Bob and Jean had one daughter and six sons: 
Bryan Andrew, born October 18, 1948; Charles Thomas (Chuck), 
born January 20, 1950; Lynda Gail, born June 21, 1953; Robert 

Bob and Jean Lefley 
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Glen, born March II, 1956; Harold Mitchell (Mike), born July 13, 
1957; Thomas Edward (Tom), born August 6, 1960; and Dale 
Gordon, born April 30, 1963. 

Family Memories: first steps, first day of school, tooth fairy, 
family gatherings, first birthdays and many more, Christmas Con
certs and Santa Claus, Easter Bunny, Brampton and Goderich 
Ontario hockey trips, Sunday School, field days, baseball leagues 
(girls and boys), swimming classes, Bryan and Chuck's tree houses, 
rows of raspberries. Mike and Glen's one of a kind go-cart, everyone 
shelling peas under the maple tree, 4-H, Warren Carnival Queen, 
high school curling, Dad coaching hockey, snowmobiling, Glen's 
first baseball trip without the family, camping and fishing at Dryden, 
Tom's woodworking, Dale raising ducks, Lynda "Miss Congenial
ity" at Lundar Fair. Sweeping School Bus "Contract". faithful dog 
"Kayoe", goose and chicken hunting with Dad, first plane ride to 
Nelson, British Columbia, first family wedding in 1973 in Nelson, 
British Columbia, family and friends mixed baseball team "Jean's 
Machine", new home 1975, first grandchild - Jamie - 1978, first 
granddaughter - Jordan - 1980, Lynda CIBC baseball catcher, Jean's 
first overseas flight to Dusseldorf, Germany in 1980, five sons on 
Warren Mercury's Senior Hockey Team, Champions 1983, Chuck 
inducted to Wall of Fame, Winnipeg Arena, October 1986, five sons 
on Manitoba Champion Hardball Team, Grosse Isle Blue Jays 1988. 

All of the children attended Grosse Isle School, Grades I to 8, 
except for Tom's Grade 4, and Dale, who attended Grades I to 4 at 
Rosser School. They all graduated from Warren Collegiate. 

Bob and Jean Lef7ey.f{/Il/ily Brian Lc./7cy 

Bryan, after a two year hockey scholarship at Notre Dame 
University in Nelson, British Columbia, began his professional 
hockey career: New York Rangers draft choice, 1969; New York 
Islanders draft choice, 1972; ending with Colorado Rockies in 1978. 
He then regained amateur status and began playing in Europe for 
Dusseldorf, then Berne, back to Warren Mercury's Senior Team for 
one year. Then back to Europe to a coaching career in Basel, 
Merano, Dusseldorf, Varese and at the present time in Ambri, 
Switzerland. He was also assistant coach of the Swiss National 
Team in the 1992 Olympics. 

Bryan married Marianne Chambers of Nelson, British Columbia 
on August II, 1973. They have three children: Robin James George 
Edwin (Jamie), born March 18, 1978; Jorden Marie, born February 
19, 1980; and Mathew Bryan, born August 16, 1988. They live just 
across the border from Ambri in Varese, Italy. 



Chuck played for Canada's National Team while attending the 
University of Manitoba. When the National Team folded he played 
for the Brandon Wheat Kings. Picked by Montreal Canadiens in the 
hockey draft of 1970, his professional career began with Montreal 
Voyageurs, Nova Scotia Voyageurs, Calder Trophy 1972, Montreal 
Canadian 1972-73, Stanley Cup, 1973-75 St. Louis Blues. In 1977 
he played in Finland and 1978-79 in Dusseldorf. After one more year 
with the St. Louis Blues he retired from professional hockey and, 
with Glen, took over management of the family farm. 

Chuck married Sandy Gardner of Stonewall, Manitoba on April 
3, 1982. Sandy works for Triad Graphics in Winnipeg. They have 
one daughter, Sarah Rae, born November 30, 1987 and they pres
ently live in Grosse Isle. 

Lynda, after graduating, worked for CIBC in Winnipeg. She was 
also active in sports, curling, baseball and basketball. She married 
David Whitehead of Roland, Manitoba on July 13, 1985. After fom' 
and a half years in Carman they moved to their present home in 
Charleswood. Lynda works for CIBC Grant Park and David is a 
Certified General Accountant for Canada Post. They have two sons: 
Martyn Robert, born February 3, 1988; and Kirby David, born May 
29,1989. 

Glen, on completing Grade 12, worked in Winnipeg and then 
began farming. As well as managing the farm with Chuck he 
completed his apprenticeship with the International Brotherhood of 
Boilermakers and received his Journeyman's ticket in 1984. He also 
attained a Diploma in Agriculture in 1987. He was class valedictorian. 

Glen married Diane Nicol of Stonewall, Manitoba on June 25, 
1983. Diane works for Jostens Canada Ltd. in Winnipeg. They have 
one daughter, Amanda Mae Jean, born August 8, 1988 and they live 
on the family farm. 

Mike, after finishing Grade 12, farmed at home and later took 
employment with Manitoba Pool, Gordon Elevator, and Soo Line 
Mills. Besides being a licensed Journeyman, International Brother
hood of Boilermakers, he farms west of Rosser. 

Mike married Sharon Thiessen of Rosser, Manitoba on October 
13, 1984. Sharon is a Registered Nurse at the Grace Hospital in 
Winnipeg. They live near Rosser. 

Tom, on finishing high school, went to work for Ken Riddell on 
his cattle farm at Warren. In 1981 he started his apprenticeship with 
the International Brotherhood of Boilermakers and obtained his 
Journeyman's ticket in 1984. Tom lives in Grosse Isle and, when not 
on ajob, he helps Chuck and Glen with the cattle and grain farm. He 
also coaches a minor hockey team in Warren and, like his brothers, 
enjoys curling, hockey and baseball. 

Dale, after two years of hockey scholarship at Notre Dame 
University in Nelson, British Columbia and two years at the Univer
sity of Winnipeg, received his Bachelorof Arts and later obtained his 
Diploma in Agriculture from the University of Manitoba. While 
working for Federated Co-op in Moosomin, Saskatchewan he 
received Salesman of the Year Award in 1989. 

Dale and Ronda Schaeffer of Brandon, Manitoba were married 
on August 25, 1990. They live in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. Ronda 
is a Registered Nurse at the University Hospital and Dale is manager 
of Prairie Computer Feeders Ltd. 

Bob passed away on July 27, 1981. Jean, surrounded by family 
and grandchildren, enjoys travelling, gardening, bowling, many 
crafts and is also a member of various clubs. In 1986 with Linda and 
Diane they organized the Grosse Isle Country Craft Sale and ran this 
event for six years. 

Now, almost 100 years and five generations later, Amanda 
Lefley lives just down the lane from the site where, in 1896, Robert 
and Anne Lefley made their home, raised their children, cleared the 
land and fulfilled their dream of owning their own farm. 

Robert and Anne Lefley lived to celebrate their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary, glad to have made the move to Canada. They came 
with a dream of owning land and now the fifth generation is growing 
up on the same farm and their dream is being abundantly fulfilled. 

LESLIE AND LYNN LILLEBO 

Les and Lynn Lillebo were married in Kelvington, Saskatchewan 
in 1965. After several moves they arrived in Stonewall in 1968. They 
lived in a mobile home in a vacant farm yard belonging to Albert 
Meads for five years before purchasing property in Grosse Isle from 
Ren James. They built their home in Grosse Isle in 1973. 

Les was initially employed with Firestone Tires but in June, 1970 
joined the Winnipeg Fire Department. He was active in the formation 
of the Rosser Volunteer Fire Department in Rosser and presently 
serves as the Deputy Chief. 

Lynn was employed with the Interlake School Division as 
Principal of Rosser School from 1973 to 1975. In 1984 she was 
teacher at the Rock Lake School. 

The Lillebos have three children. Ryan Kent, who graduated from 
Warren Collegiate in 1984. He completed his BFA at the University 
of North Dakota in 1991. Kent is presently employed at Canadian 
Forces Air Command Base in Winnipeg as a graphic artist. 

Shana Ellen graduated from Warren Collegiate in 1988. Shana 
completed her Licensed Practical Nurse's course at St. Boniface 
Hospital in 1990. She is currently completing her Registered Nurses 
Course at Red River Community College. 

Kara Jill is attending Grade Nine at Warren Collegiate where she 
participates in volleyball, basketball and cheerleacling. 

THE LINDSA YS 

Mr. and Mrs. James Lindsay Senior immigrated to Canada from 
Torrey, Aberdeenshire, Scotland. Two of their four sons preceeded 
them: Charles, in 1911, and Jim, in 1912. James Senior arrived in 
1913, followed by Mrs. Lindsay, Granny, and younger son, John. 
Sandy joined the a1ll1Y as a Kiltie in Scotland in 1914, saw action for 
four years and then joined his family in Canada in 1919. They 
worked on farms in the Morden and Manitou areas for several years, 
then Charlie and Jim joii1ed the Fort Garry Horse in 1914 and 1916 
and both served until the end of the war. 

Except for Charlie, who found employment at Crescent Creamery, 
the rest of the family came to reside in the RM of Rosser following 
the war. 

James and Annie (Masson) 
In 1920 Jim married Annie Masson and, after a short stint of "city 

living", the Lindsays -Grandfather, Granny, Sandy, Jim and Annie 
moved to a farm near Bergen, 30-11-2E. In 1924, a wee laddie, 
Charles McGhie, was born to Jim and Annie. 

The next move for the Lindsays came in 1925 when they rented 
the Nanton Farm, 34-11-1 E, farming the 1,400 acres and operating 
a dairy. Early morning risings were a ritual and the days began at 
4:30 a.m. The three generations lived in the six-room frame house 
and worked together to make a living for the family. They made their 
own butter and cheese, selling the surplus butter for 14 cents a 
pound. 

Granny, having been a dressmaker in Scotland, put her wealth of 
knowledge to good use in sewing and knitting clothing for the 
family. The click of her needles was an oft heard sound in the 
household. 
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In 1933, a daughter, Christina, was born. Then came the arrival 
of Kathleen in 1935 to complete the family. 

Many were the stories Jim told when he recalled gravelling the 
two miles of road from Little Mountain School north to the Williams 
farm. They hauled ten yards every day for 75 cents a yard. 

Records indicate Jim bought his first tractor in 1927 from Percy 
Beachell. His first threshing machine, a Red River Special, was 
bought from Charlie Collins and the first self-propelled combine in 
the Rosser area, a Massey Harris, was bought in 1942 for $2,800. 

Back Row: Kath Lindsay. Sharon. Charlie. Chriss 
2nd Row: James. Betty. Sandy 
Front: Grandpa and Grannv Lindsay 

Jim served on the board of East Rosser School for several years. 
There was little time for relaxation but the musical ability of the 
family provided fun for one and all. With Jim playing the melodeon 
and Annie on the piano, many were the dances and house parties that 
were kept lively with their toe-tapping music. Jim also enjoyed 
singing and nothing pleased him better than to "don" the kilt and 
entertain with a few Scottish songs. Later, in his 90's, Grandpa 
Lindsay still loved to sing a rousing rendition of "When I was 
Twenty-One"! His namesake, young Jim Lindsay, has followed in 
his grandfather's footsteps, wearing a kilt and entertaining with the 
old Scottish songs. 

When the Gordon Curling Rink was built in 1944, the Lindsay 
men turned to the "Roarin Game". Jim, Sandy and Charlie curled 
together on a rink skipped by Harold Cousins. 

Christina and Kathleen were musically talented and took accordion 
lessons. They became very accomplished musicians and eventually 
carried on in the family tradition of entertaining as members of 
various orchestras. Chris instructed accordion at a Winnipeg studio. 
She married Amie Daigneault from St. Francois Xavier and had one 
son, Paul. Paul is now married to Linda Eichinger and they have two 
sons, Ryan and Kyle. 

Kathleen was also an exceptional baseball player and played 
Senior A Fastball in the Winnipeg Ladies Fastball League with the 
West End Tigerettes. She is a practical nurse at King George 
Hospital and lives in Winnipeg. 

The Lindsay family left Rosser in 1945 when they finally realized 
the dream of owning their own farm and purchased the Corbett farm 
in Grosse Isle. 

Granny and Grandfather Lindsay were a remarkable couple. 
They played an important part in the day to day lives of the entire 
family. They celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 1938 at 
their home in Rosser and a monumental 60th anniversary in 1948. 
Grandfather passed away at the age of 96 in 1956 and Granny soon 
after in 1957 at 91 years. 
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Uncle Sandy, a quiet hard-working man, never married and 
worked unstintingly with Jim all his life. He passed away in 1968. 

Annie suffered ill health due to diabetes and passed away in 
April, 1954.Jim married Amy Johnson, anurse 's aide from Stonewall, 
in 1965. They built a new home in the yard and sold the farm to son 
Charlie in 1969. 

Jim couldn't quite reconcile himself to the fact that he should be 
"retiring" and continued to work on the farm. At harvest time he 
could always be found at the helm of the combine. Sadly, after 
several years of good companionship, Amy died in 1972. 

Jim lived to the good age of 94 and prided himself on some 51 
crops he harvested. Farming was his life and he lived by a strong 
belief in the work ethic, wanting only simple pleasures! Grandpa 
often recited and lived by the Robbie Burns Grace: 

"Some ha' e meat and canna eat, And some wad eat that want it; 
BlIt we ha' e meat alld we can eat alld sae the Lord be thank it." 

Charlie McGhie and Betty (McFee) 
Charles McGhie Lindsay, son of James and Annie Lindsay, and 

Elizabeth Bertha (Betty) McFee were united in marriage in November, 
1951. 

Charlie and Betty took up residence on a two acre parcel of land 
purchased from Mr. and Mrs. Tuck on NW 30-12-1 E. This house, 
which had been remodelled, had at one time been the Kensington 
School. 

In 1950 Charlie had purchased NW and N of SW 19-12-1 E from 
Edward Massey. Several years later the S 1/2 SW 19-12-lE was 
rented from Clifford Childerhose and was later purchased by son 
Jim. 

In the fall of 1951, Charlie began driving the "school van". Of 
course the van was really his own car until the formation of the 
Interlake School Division when "Mr. Lindsay's Bus" became a 
shiny yellow 36-passenger bus. The buses kept getting bigger to 
accommodate the growing numbers of children - next came a 48-
passenger and now today, in 1992, he drives students to Grosse Isle 
and Warren in a 66-passenger bus. Forty years of driving children 
must qualify Charlie for some kind of endurance record but he 
always has a smile for the kids - usually because he is enjoying their 
jokes and pranks just as much as they are! Of course, he is the 
favourite bus driver of his grandsons. 

Betty and Charlie both enjoyed working in the yard although 
Charlie will deny it. Over the years, they grew huge gardens and 
planted many varieties of vegetables, flowers and fruits. Many hours 
were spent among the strawberries and raspberries. 

A daughter, Sharon Ann, was born in 1955 and in 1956 a son, 
James Charles. They attended school in Grosse Isle and graduated 
from Warren Collegiate. Sharon took Education at the University of 
Manitoba and then taught Grade One in Stonewall. Jim secured 
employment with Manitoba Hydro following graduation but left 
after a few years to take up full time farming. 

Charlie and Betty have always been very community minded and 
have served on most committees in the Recreation Club and United 
Church, and Betty with the Women's Institute. Both avid curlers, 
they have competed at several levels of Provincial competitions with 
numerous prizes for their efforts. As well, they both coached 
baseball and Charlie also coached hockey. Many players will 
remember getting to baseball and hockey games in the "Blue 
Thames". Today Charlie and Betty get much pleasure watching their 
grandsons. 

In 1965, Betty went to work as an office assistant for the RM of 
Rosser and continued in this capacity until 1971 when she was hired 
as Secretary Treasurer. Working by correspondence on a four year 
course, Betty received her Municipal Administrator's Certificate in 
1978. Now, in 1992, she continues to be Rosser's Municipal 



Administrator and is DirectorofDistrict4 of The Manitoba Municipal 
Administrators' Association. 

Sharon and Jim inherited the Lindsay and McFee love of music. 
Both took piano lessons from Mrs. Laura James and later Jim took 
up the guitar. Sharon now teaches students of her own and Jim does 
some entertaining, following in his Grandpa Lindsay's footsteps. 

Sharon married Bernie van Kemenade in 1975. They live in 
Grosse Isle and own a dairy and grain farm. They have three sons: 
Rhys, born in 1981; Lane, born in 1986; and Burke, born in 1990. 

Jim married Susan Williamson in 1981. Living in Grosse Isle, 
Jim runs a mixed farming operation and Susan is the Stonewall 
District Clerk for Manitoba Hydro. Their two sons are Bryn, born in 
1986, and Torrey, born in 1988. 

Charlie, Betty, Sharon and Jim lived in the Rosser Municipality 
until 1969 when Grandpa Lindsay retired and the family moved to 
the home farm, 5-13-1 E, in the RM of Rockwood. Their home on the 
Meridian was sold to several owners and remarkably remodelled, 
but sadly, it burned to the ground in January, 1991, the end of an old 
landmark! 

Back Roll': Jim. Susan. Charlie Lindsay. Sharon and Bernie Van Kcmenade 
From: Belly Lindsay holding Rhys Van Kemenade. Jilll Lindsay Sr. 

JEFF AND GWEN LITTON 

Jeff was raised on a fann at Prairie River, west of Hudson Bay, 
Saskatchewan. Gwen was raised at Swift Current, Saskatchewan. 
They both moved to Regina, where they met at the race track in 1985. 

They rented a house at 27-11-1E from Mrs. Ruth Johnson in 
September, 1990. Jeffworks as ajockey at Assiniboine Downs from 
March until November each year. This leaves him plenty of time 
each winter to enjoy woodworking. Gwen works as a groom, caring 
for thoroughbred horses at the Downs. During the winter she enjoys 
knitting, sewing and curling in the Rosser Ladies League. 

Both Jeff and Gwen enjoy living in the Rosser district and 
attending the events at the Rosser Community Centre. 

Gwell alld .Ief./Lillon 

MALMAS 

Andrew and Julia Malmas 
Andrew and Julia arrived in Meadows with their nephew, John, 

and his two children, Jenny and Nels, in 1931. They had no family 
of their own and helped care for these two children. They farmed as 
shareholders until Andrew's death in March, 1944. Julia died in 
July, 1947. 

Frederick and Margareta Malmas 
Frederick and Margareta arrived in Meadows in 1931. In Janu

ary, 1932 Frederick passed away. Margareta continued to live with 
a married son, Peter, until her death in January, 1949. They had four 
children: Maria (Mrs. John Norberg), John, Peter and Kristina 
(Mrs. John Hoas). All continued to live at Meadows. 

John and Emma (Hoas) 
John Malmas with his wife, Christina, and two children, Nels and 

Jenny, arrived in Wetaskiwin, Alberta in 1930. In July, 1930 
Christina passed away. 

John, along with his children, arrived in Meadows in 1931 where 
he worked as a shareholder in the farmland purchased. On December 
25, 1935 he married Emma Hoas. Two sons, both of whom passed 
away at an early age, and seven daughters were born. John passed 
away October 19,1972. Emma now resides in White Rock, B.C. 

Emilia and John Mallllas 
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Nels and Janet (Pott) 
Nels Frederick Malmas was born August 5, 1927 in a small 

village called "Gammal Svenskby" (old Sweden) near Berislav 
Ukraine. Due to political unrest they left the Ukraine arriving in 
Sweden August I, 1929. He immigrated to Canada with his parents, 
John and Christina, arriving in Wetaskiwin, Alberta in June, 1930. 
His mother passed away at the end of July, 1930. His great Uncle 
Andrew and AuntJ ulianna Malmas, having no children of their own, 
cared for Nels. 

On April 17, 1931 they arrived at their Meadows farm which was 
called Camp I. Uncle Andrew passed away in March, 1944 leaving 
his farm share to Nels. 

Back Ro",: Grcg alld Calldy ./OIlCS. L\"Ie. ./lIlic alld Mm/icII" lV/acl\;filliall. Dcc alld 
Dall Malllws . ./lId\" . ./clllliia alld Sid DCl"ll"Ori: 
ScmI'd: DOlilla '/O·IICS. Li~f(la alld Adalll MacMillilili. Nels . ./IIIICt. Dorot/iy alld BCII 
Mllllllas IIlId StC\'CII Da",ori: 

On June 14, 1952 Nels married Janet Viola Pon of Roseau River, 
Manitoba. They have three daughters and two sons, all born in the 
Misericordia Hospital. 

Linda Christina was born August IS, 1953. She is a home
maker, married to Lyle Ronald MacMillan of Meadow Lea, who is 
employed by the Winnipeg Police Department. They live in Warren, 
Manitoba. They have three children: Mathew Lyle (12), Adam Glen 
(II), and Julie Anna (9). 

Donna Marie was born March 3, 1956. She is employed at 
Barkwell Paper Winnipeg and is married to Greg Cecil Jones, a 
salesman. They live in Warren and have one daughter, Candy Lee, 
presently attending the University of Manitoba taking Education. 

Judith Anne was born May 13, 1960. She is employed at Boeing 
Canada Ltd. and is married to Sidney Raymond Derworiz who is 
employed at Peterbilt. They live in East St. Paul and have two 
children, Steven Allan (7) and Jennifer Marie (3). 

Daniel Andrew was born May 29, 1961. He has his Bachelor of 
Commerce degree and is employed by the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce, Winnipeg. He is married to Diedre Lillian Diederich, a 
registered psychiatric nurse who is employed as a youth councillor 
by the provincial government. They live in Winnipeg. 

Benjamin Frederick was born July 8, 1965. He is married to 
Dorothy Ann Wiebe. Both are employed by Canada Safeway and 
live in Winnipeg. 

Nels and Janet farmed at Meadows for 14 years after their 
marriage. In April, 1966, due to health problems, they sold their fann 
and moved to sunny St. James. As the saying goes, you can take the 
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boy out of the country but you can't take the country out of the boy, 
and so they moved to their present home in Rosser on December 16 
1970. ' 

Nels worked in Winnipeg for an auditing firm, Deloitte, Haskins 
and Sells for 9 years and then for the Canadian Wheat Board for 14 
years, taking early retirement July 31, 1990. Nels has always been 
very interested in the Rosser Central Community Club and has 
served as treasurer for the past 17 years. 

Janet worked for MacDonald Aircraft, now Bristol Aero, as acost 
accounting clerk for five years before her marriage; a part time sales 
clerk at Sears from 1967 to 1970; telephone operator at Duffy's taxi 
from 1970 to 1974; acostlanding freight clerk at Bay Northern stores 
from 1974 to November 30, 1982 when they closed their operations 
in Winnipeg and moved to Montreal; and then as an accounts 
receivable clerk at Motorways from September, 1985 to December 
31, 1989 when they moved their accounting operation to Rexdale 
and she was again laid off. After short term employment she decided 
to retire in May, 1990. 

Jennie and Walter Najduch 
Jennie (Mahnas) Nc~iduch is the second child of t~le late John and 

Kristina Malmas. She was born in Sweden and, as a baby, journeyed 
with her parents and the Swedish immigrants known as the "Gammal 
Svenskby Borna" to Canada, arriving in Westaskiwin, Alberta in 
May of 1930. While living there, her mother passed away. From 
Wetaskiwin, the Swedish immigrants moved to Meadows, Manitoba 
where they settled to farm. 

Jennie spent her childhood years in Meadows with her father, 
John, and his second wife, Emma. She completed her schooling at 
Meadows and moved to Winnipeg where she commenced employ
ment with the T. Eaton Company. 

In 1951 Jennie married Walter Najduch, a Polish immigrant. 
Together while living in Winnipeg, they raised their family. Walter 
and Jennie celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary this summer 
and are both enjoying retirement. 

Stalldillg: D{J\'icl N(!idIlC/i, Karl'll Skoll"rollek 
Scatcd: ./cllllic alld Walter Nojdllc/i, Aileell SilliOIi 

There are three children of their marriage: David and his wife, 
Tina Hellmuth, who reside in Winnipeg. David graduated from the 
University of Manitoba with a Bachelor of Education degree and is 
presently teaching at Grant Park High School. 

Karen Skowronek graduated from Success Commercial Col
lege. She has been employed with the law firm of Deeley, Fabbri, 
Sellen as a legal assistant for the past ten years. Karen has two 
children: Christie, II, and Jordan, 6, who attend Bertrun E. Glavin 
School in Valley Gardens. 



Aileen graduated from Lakehead University with a Bachelor of 
Science, Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Outdoor Recreation 
Honours. She then attended Queen's University and obtained her 
Bachelor of Education degree. Aileen began her teaching career in 
Lac du Bonnet and Beausejour. She then moved with her husband, 
Jimm Simon, to Rankin Inlet where she taught for a year. Aileen and 
Jimm currently reside in Yellowknife, NWT where she holds the 
position of science consultant for the Yellowknife Education Dis
trict No. 1. 

Lennea Malmas 
Lennea is the oldest daughter of John and Emma Malmas. She 

was born on January 17, 1937. She attended school in Meadows and 
high school in Winnipeg. After attending Tee Voc, she started 
employment with Crown Zellerbach Paper in 1955. In 1961 she was 
transferred to Vancouver, British Columbia where she is presently 
employed with Crown Paper. 

Lennea and EII/IIW Maill/as 

Signe and William Johnson 
I was born Signe Malmas, daughter of John and Emma Malmas 

of Meadows, on March 2, 1939. I attended Meadows School for 
eight years. I attended Rosser School for part of Grade 9 and then 
moved to Winnipeg where I attended Kelvin High School and 
Gordon Bell High School. I graduated in 1956 and worked for 
Western Savings and Loan until 1958. 

Bruce, Garth, Bill 
Wendy. Siglle. EII/ily Johnson 

I married William Johnson, deceased March 13, 1976, of Stonewall 
on August 30,1958 and we resided in Winnipeg until 1961 when we 
moved to Stonewall. 

Bill and I had six children: Wendy, born January 20, 1960, 
married Rob Statham on June 12, 1980. They have three children, 
Jeffrey, Bobby and Heather and reside in Kenleum, Ontario. Emily, 
born December 22, 1960, married John Dalton on August 2, 1980 
and they have three children: Katie, JoAnn and Courtney. They 
reside in Winnipeg. Bill, born October 4, 1962 and girlfriend, Terry 
McDonald, have three children: Ryann, Shaylene and Asia. They 
reside in Glauchester, Ontario. Garth, born August 5, 1965 attends 
Brandon University where he resides. Liza was born on June 22 and 
died in November, 1967. Bruce, born May 13, 1969 resides in 
Stonewall. 

I still reside in Stonewall and am employed with Stonewall 
Grocery as a meat clerk. 

- Signe Johnson 
Sigrid and George C. Johnson 

Sigrid Johnson (Malmas) is the daughter of John and Emma 
Malmas born on March 2, 1939. She attended Meadows school and 
lived with her parents until she married George C. Johnson of 
Stonewall in 1960. They have two sons: Andy, born December 18, 
1961, and Dale, born October 25, 1963. They are presently living in 
Winnipeg. 

George, Sigrid, Andy and Dale Johnson 

Esther and Jim Dudman 

Esther Dudll/(In 

Esther and Jim Dudman 
Esther (Malmas) Dudman, 

the fourth daughter of John and 
Emma Malmas, was born on 
June 8, 1931. Esther attended 
school in Meadows, Rosserand 
Gordon Bell High in Winnipeg. 

She worked for Motor 
Coach Industries in Winnipeg 
before her marriage to Jim 
Dudman of Clear Lake. She 
spent many years in the res
taurant business in Clear Lake. 
She is now retired and lives in 
White Rock, British Columbia. 
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Alma Malmas 

Alma Malmas 

Elsie and Graham Murray 

Elsie, daughter of John and 
Emma Malmas, was born on 
June 15, 1948 in Winnipeg. 
While living with her parents. 
she obtained her education at 
Meadows, Rosser and Warren 
Schools. After completing her 
schooling in 1966, she imme
diately entered the work force. 
Staying close to home, she 
married Graham Murray on 
June 20, 1970, residing once 
again in Meadows until 1971, 
when they moved to Warren. 

Graham and Elsie have two 
children: Tracy, born March 
15, 1973; and Travis, born 
August 30, 1975. 

Carol Lynn Olson 
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Theresa. Bel'erley, Marie 
Barhara, Carol. Lisa 

Alma Malmas was the fifth 
daughter of John and Emma 
Malmas born on October II, 
1943. Alma attended school in 
Meadows. Rosser and gradu
ated from Warren Collegiate. 
She attended Manitoba Teach
ers College in 1964 and 1965. 

Alma taught school in 
Gypsumville, Pine Falls and 
Melita. Alma now works part 
time for CI ub La Verendrye and 
substitute teaches in Winnipeg. 
Alma resides in Winnipeg. 

Graham 
Elsie, Tra l'is , 
Tracy MlIrray 

Carol Lynn Marie was born 
November 1, 1949 and is the 
youngest daughter of John and 
Emma Malmas. Carol attended 
school in Meadows, Rosser and 
graduated from Warren Colle
giate, 

In August, 1970 she married 
Paul Kyweriga. They have five 
daughters: Beverly Pamela, 
21; Barbara Lynn, 20; Marie 
Dianne, 18; TheresaJane, 17; 
and Lisa Ann, IS. 

Carol worked at Eatons Mail 
Order, Golden Oak and Nor
Villa Hotels and is presently 
employed at Maples Care 
Homes. The family all reside 
in Winnipeg. 

MalmasfCllllily. Margareta, .Iellm·, Fred, Alllla Norherg, Nels, 
Alldre\\', .Il1lia alld SI'ea Norherg 

PETER AND ALVINA MAL MAS 

Peter and Alvina Malmas were both born in Gammal Svenskby, 
Ukraine. Peter moved to Sweden in 1930 and to Meadows, Mani
toba in April, 1931. Alvina Norberg arrived in the spring of 1932. 

Peter and Alvina were married in April shortly after her arrival. 
They had two children: Arthur, born in May of 1934; and Svea, born 
in June of 1939. 

AIl'illa, Art, Peter Malmas 

Art alld Gladys Malmas 



Svea married Dick Brown in October, 1958. They had two sons, 
Glen and Bradley Brown. Svea later married Maurice Cook in 
October 1968. They had two sons, Randy and Trevor Cook. They 
presently reside in Portage La Prairie. 

Arthur left home for employment with CP Rail in April, 1956 
and terminated his employment in May, 1963 when he returned to 
Meadows to farm. Arthur married Gladys Kosmick in May, 1987 
and they reside in Meadows. 

Alvina Malmas died in April, 1980 and Peter Malmas in August, 
1984. 

MALONE 

The introduction of the Malone family to Rosser came at a 
council meeting in the spring of 1967. An application was heard by 
Reeve Ev Lawrence and council to set up and operate a dog kennel 
on a building site located at Sturgeon Road and Inkster Boulevard. 
The property at that time was owned by Mr. A. Daher of Winnipeg 
but was more commonly known as the Wasyl Mocharski farm. 

This became the first home of National Patrol Dogs of Canada 
Ltd. The firm specialized in the use of trained dogs for security. The 
"Kennels" were the training and boarding quarters for these dogs. 

In 1970, because of the need to expand, the building site located 
at NE 1/4 2-12-1E or #236 West was leased from Keith Ryan. This 
property was originally the "Peterson" farm. This site was purchased 
from the Ryans in 1973. By this time, the company had expanded to 
a kennel of over 40 trained dogs that were being used throughout 
Manitoba. A full time kennel master was hired by the name of Merv 
Scott, who almost single handedly transfOlmed an abandoned building 
site into an "old" but very useable facility. 

Through the influence of "Old Merv", a familiar site was to start 
showing itself again on this piece of property in the form of a heavy 
team of Perc herons and numerous chariot and chuckwagon ponies. 

In 1975, through a liquidation ad in the newspapers by Crown 
Assets, the Malones purchased the "Inwood Railway Station". This 
event started a flurry of activity on the place and was the start of the 
Malones taking up residence in Rosser. 

Bob, while being a good business man and dog trainer, was very 
naive about such things as zoning, building permits, and the like. It 
did not dawn on him that certain requirements had to be met prior to 
moving a building of this stature into a new municipality. In a casual 
conversation with the secretary of the RM, Betty Lindsay, he learned 
that before the building could be moved into Rosser, it had to have 
the approval of the Municipality which could not be given until it had 
received approval from "Metro Winnipeg". Having never dealt with 
Metro Winnipeg, it was quite a shock to find that they did not share 
the same amount of urgency that Bob had, especially since the 
basement had already been dug and poured. Arrangements had also 
been made to move the station house within days to the new site. Bob 
camped on the steps of Metro Winnipeg and was very fortunate to 
be introduced to the Chief Inspector. An explanation followed, 
leaving out such non-important details as basements, etcetera, and 
Bob offered to drive this inspector out to the site for an "inspection". 
The chief inspector allowed that he wasn't that busy that morning 
and thought that he could probably get away. He invited one of the 
other inspectors to come along and the inspection tour was under 
way. 

During the trip out to Rosser, it was explained to the inspectors 
what Bob and Irene wished to do. The inspectors didn't show the 
same enthusiasm and it looked like it was going to be a long day ... 

The day quickly worsened, however, as Bob turned off Highway 
#6 on to #236W only to see his railway station coming, in the 
opposite direction, and already at Gordon. The inspection was done 

at 30 mph in the hope that the inspectors wouldn't question the huge 
mound of dirt and concrete basement that was sitting in the field as 
they drove by. No such luck. The chief inspector inquired what was 
going up on that location as he didn't think any application had come 
across his desk in that regard. Before Bob could answer the other 
inspector - who not only had seen the station house lumbering down 
Highway 6, but also the look of horror on Bob's face - had put two 
and two together. He leaned over and, to Bob's immense relief, said, 
"Joe, give the guy the permit and don 'task so many damn questions." 
He then sat back with a grin on his face to watch the rest of the 
performance. The peliormance was executed in the utmost of haste 
as Joe, quickly ushered into the RM office and introduced to Betty, 
gave his assurances that the necessary permit would be issued. They 
were returned to Winnipeg via Inkster Boulevard. By the time Bob 
returned to Rosser, the station house was on the property. 

The business side of this venture, however, was gaining mo
mentum. The firm was featured on "The National" as being employed, 
with dogs, to police the Winnipeg Bus Depot which had become a 
centre of activity for drugs, prostitution, and a haven for runaways, 
etcetera, and a pet peeve of Alderman Joe Zuken. 

The dogs were also receiving credit for finding lost people, 
tracking a marauding bear through Fort Garry, the capture of break
in artists and some very tough strikes in and around the province. By 
1980 National Patrol had a guard force of upwards of76 guards and 
50 or so trained dogs. 

The "ponies" were also making a name for themselves as were 
Bob and Irene. Both had won Interlake Championships and Bob was 
a consistent competitor at the Morris Stampede. All things, however, 
come to an end. In 1982 the chuck wagon ponies were sold as age was 
catching up to them and the interests were changing. In 1983 
National Patrol Dogs of Canada was sold to Burns International 
Security Services Inc., the largest security guard service in the world 
with the Canadian head office in Toronto. Bob remained as manager 
for the transition period and officially retired from the security 
industry in the spring of 1986. 

During the period of 1975 to 1986, the Malone children - Pam, 
Leigh and Mike - grew up and were educated through the system. 
Pam graduated from Warren Collegiate and Leigh and Mike from 
Tec-Voc. All have now left "the Ranch". During this period, Mike 
raised, trained and competed a sled dog team in the World's Junior 
Championship Sled Dog Races in The Pas, gaining good publicity 
for both himself and tht: municipality. 

In 1986 a new era was started on the old place. Early in June the 
bulldozers rumbled down #236 and, by nightfall, the old house, the 
barn and out buildings had been levelled. The night sky was lit up 
with the largest bonfire and wiener roast to be seen for miles. Shortly 
after that, the contractor moved in and the new barn, arena and 
implement shed were under construction. This time with all the 
necessary permits and approvals in place. 

National Patrol Dogs of Canada was just a memory as the birth 
of M Bar 2 Ranch took its place. The new buildings housed 
performance Quarter Horses and Arabians. Bob has entered the field 
of "Cutting" and the breeding of future champions. Irene was 
making her mark in the field of Competitive Trail Riding and placed 
third in Canada for the Intermediate Championships on her pride and 
joy, Skoradd, a registered Arabian. Pam, the oldest, was on her way 
to Australia for a year of sightseeing. Leigh had successfully 
competed for Miss Rodeo Manitoba and would be competing for 
Miss Rodeo Canada in the near future. Leigh was the first girl from 
Manitoba to compete in such a prestigious event. Mike and a school 
chum were travelling to Toronto and parts east to seek their fortune. 

1990 saw the introduction of professional riding instruction 
being offered and the "4-H Bits and Bridles Riding Club" had found 
a home at M Bar 2. Cattle were coming and going as cutting training 
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progressed. The Ranch has successfully hosted such events as the 
Annual "Crime Stoppers" fund raiser and several political BBQ's. 
The landscaping is nearing completion as we all try to dig ourselves 
out of the current recession. Through it all there is no other place we 
would rather be than Rosser, Manitoba - good old ROH lEO 

MANCHULENKO 

Bill and Marge Manchulenko 
Bill and Marge Manchulenko moved to Rosser in August of 1961 

from Dufrost, Manitoba with four sons and two more sons were born 
while living in Rosser. Two sons, Larry and Allan, are deceased. 

The family lived in the CPR dwelling which they purchased in 
1962. In 1975 they purchased property from Fred and Jean Mulligan 
and built a new home where they presently live. Bill and Marge 
spend three months of the year in Weslaco, Texas. 

Bill worked for the CPR when they moved to Rosser, first as a 
section foreman and then as an assistant roadmaster as far west as 
Broadview, Saskatchewan. 

In April, 1969 they purchased their own piling business, drilling 
pilings for footings and foundations. Bill retired in 1985. 

Bill coached hockey and was president and treasurer for the 
Rosser Curling Club. Bill and Marge curled and are members of the 
Rosser Recreation Club. 

Stories from sons Howard, Kenneth and Donald have been 
written separately. Robert, the youngest, is married to Michelle 
Grant and they are living in Rosser. 

Back Roll': Howard. Kenneth. Susan. Michelle. Rohert. Donald 
Second Roll': Donna. Laura. Christie. Cindy. Steven. Rhonda 
Front Row: Danny. Marge. Bill. Ke\'in 

Howard and Donna (Waite) 
Howard was born in Altona and moved to Rosser with his family 

when he was five years old. He attended Rosser Elementary School 
to Grade Six, then went to Grosse Isle for Grades Seven and Eight 
and finally to Warren Collegiate, where he graduated in 1974. 

In his younger years Howard delivered the Winnipeg Tribune 
throughout Rosser. He also mowed lawns and shovelled snow for 
local residents. As a teenager he worked part-time after school and 
weekend for John Winter in Meadows. He also enjoyed participat
ing in many sports, including curling, hockey at Rosser and Warren, 
and baseball in Grosse Isle. He still enjoys these sports today. 
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After graduating Howard moved to Winnipeg and worked for 
one year as an estimator at Stovel Advocate Press. In the summer of 
1975, he joined the family business of B-M Drilling Co. Ltd. and 
married Donna Waite in the fall of the same year. 

Donna was born in Medicine Hat, Alberta and, as a child, moved 
to Winnipeg with her family where her parents, George and Eliza
beth Waite, operated a carpet installation business. As a teenager, 
Donna and her family moved to Marquette and there she attended 
Warren Collegiate, where she was active in all high school sports 
teams. After high school Donna returned to Winnipeg with her 
family and worked at Winnipeg Banknote. 

When Howard and Donna married, they resided in Winnipeg 
where Kevin was born in 1976 and Cindy in 1977. Donna returned 
to school at Red River Community College and in 1980 began 
working as a bookkeeper at Rondex Limited. In 1979 they purchased 
the previously owned Manchulenko home, known as the CPR 
section house, from the residents at that time, Mr. and Mrs. Rolly 
Ritchot. They quickly began remodelling the home, which eventu
ally changed the landmark at the east end of the village of Rosser. 

Kevin and Cindy grew up to attend the same local schools as their 
father and are presently attending Warren Collegiate. Kevin played 
hockey in Warren and is still active in baseball. He is also a member 
of the Warren Ventures as well as the St. James Air Force Cadet 
Squadron. Cindy plays ringette and baseball in Warren and is very 
active with school sports and piano. Both Kevin and Cindy have 
been members ofthe Rosser 4-H Club and still participate in the high 
school band. They are both actively involved in babysitting for local 
families. 

Donna is presently attending the University of Manitoba where 
she is working towards a Bachelor of Nursing degree. Howard 
continues to work with his brothers in the family business. As well, 
he has been involved locally with the Rosser Volunteer Fire Depart
ment since it was established in 1984, and he took over the position 
of Fire Chief in 1988. 

Howard, Donna, Kevin, and Cindy are members of the Rosser 
Recreation Centre and the Meadows Community Hall. They also 
enjoy travelling to foreign places but always look forward to 
returning to the home they have made with their family and friends 
in the Rosser area. 

Kenneth and Susan (Bremner) 
Ken was born in Domain on November I, 1958. The family 

moved to Rosser in 1961. Ken attended grades one to four at the 
Rosser Village School, grades five to eight at Grosse Isle EI~me?
tary and grades nine to twelve at Warren Collegiate, graduatmg m 
1976. Durino- his school years he was involved in 4-H, hockey, 
baseball, basketball, volleyball and curling. He also worked in his 
dad's piling business, becoming a full time employee after gradua
tion. 

Danny. Laura. Christie. Susan and Ken Manchulenko 



On August 6, 1977 he married Susan Bremner. Susan was born 
on July 23, 1958 in Winnipeg. Her family moved to Marquette in 
1963 where she attended grades one and two at the one-room school 
house. They moved to Swan River in 1966 where she attended grade 
three. The following year they moved to Warren where she attended 
grades four to eight at Warren Elementary and grades nine to twelve 
at Warren Collegiate, graduating in 1976. During her school years 
Susan was involved in baseball, volleyball, basketball and served on 
several committees. 

After their marriage, Ken and Susan purchased a trailer from 
Thea Holtmann and moved it onto Ken's parents' property. Susan 
was employed at the Taxation Data Centre in Winnipeg as a 
keypunch operator for a short time and in 1978 became involved in 
the family business as a part-time secretary. 

On March 27,1979 Christina (Christie) Elizabeth was born. On 
February 15, 1982 Laura Catherine was born. With the expansion of 
the family came the purchase of a larger trailer. On May 22, 1985 
Daniel (Danny) Mark was born. Plans for a house came about in the 
summer of 1987 after purchasing property from Ken's parents. 

Christie and Laura attended kindergarten at Warren Elementary, 
grades one to three at Rosser Elementary and presently attend 
Grosse Isle Elementary. 

Danny attended kindergarten at Rosser Elementary and contin
ues his education there. 

Christie plays ringette, baseball, volleyball and basketball. She 
participates in band, 4-H and sings in the Rosser United Church 
choir. 

Laura plays ringette and baseball. Danny plays hockey. They all 
attend Sunday School at Rosser United Church. 

Susan is a substitute teacher at Sunday School and sings in the 
church choir. She also curls and does volunteer work at school. Ken 
and Susan are members of the Rosser Central Community Club. 

Ken curls, coaches ringette and has been an active memberforthe 
Rosser Volunteer Fire Department since it began. 

Donald and Rhonda (Carriere) 
Donald was born in 1961 and grew up in Rosser. Don was 

educated in Rosser, Grosse Isle and graduated from high school at 
Warren. During his school days Don was active with hockey, 
baseball and curling. 

In 1981 Don married 
Rhonda Carriere. Rhonda was 
born and raised in Marquette 
and attended school in 
Marquette and Warren receiv
ing her Grade Twelve diploma. 
In 1981 Rhonda enrolled in a 
nursing program at the Grace 
Hospital where she received 
her Registered Nurse's di
ploma. After graduating, 
Rhonda was employed at the 
Grace and is currently working 
there. 

Don and Rhonda resided in 
Rosserfrom 1981 to 1985 when 
they moved into their new home 
in Grosse Isle where they 

Rhonda. SIC\'en and Donald Manchllienko presently live. 

Don has been employed in the family piling business since his 
graduation and is also an active member in the Rosser Volunteer Fire 
Department. Don is a member of the Rosser Curling Club and both 
he and Rhonda are members of the Grosse Isle Recreation Club. 

In February, 1991 Don and Rhonda ventured to Romania in the 
hope of adopting a child. After three long months, their dream came 
true when they adopted their infant son, Steven Michael Gheorge. 

THE MARTENS 

In the fall of 1977, Henry and Susan Martens and their young 
family moved to Rosser. Their oldest daughter, Corinna, was II; 
Chris was 8; and Crystal was 4. 

They moved into the old antique farm house that had been built 
in 1904, originally for the Cross family, but was at that time owned 
by Jim and Dorothy Blair. The house seemed to them like a palatial 
estate because it had masters quarters and servants quarters and two 
staircases. The yard with trees, flowers and gardens provided ample 
room to work and play. 

They enjoyed miniature farming and especially enjoyed some 
little baby lambs that had to be bottle fed as well as kittens and 
puppies. They tried their hand at raising chickens, cattle and baling 
alfalfa. When carpentry wasn't progressing fast enough, Henry was 
able to pursue his dream of restoring antique cars. He has owned and 
restored a 1929 Ford Model A, a 1951 Ford, 1956 Monarch, 1971 
MGB, 1965 Ford Mustang and a 1959 Ford Fairlaine 500 Retract
able. 

As a Christian family they made special efforts in providing a 
strong Christian base for their family. The children attended a 
Christian school in Winnipeg and, as a family, they attended 
worship services at Calvary Temple where the church was a blessing 
to them. They were involved in the Church Sunday School, music 
and ushering ministry. 

Corinna attended Warren Collegiate from Grade II and then to 
Briercrest Bible College in Caronport, Saskatchewan where she 
graduated. She furthered her studies by attending the University of 
Manitoba and obtaining her Bachelor of Nursing. Corinna got 
married and moved to British Columbia where she is employed at 
the Abbotsford Hospital. 

Chris attended Grosse Isle for Grades 7 and 8. He enjoyed 
playing in the band and curling at the Rosser Curling Rink, where he 
won second in the second event. He then went to Warren Collegiate 
where he joined the band and intermural sports. Chris enjoys 
working on his two 1969 Plymouth Sport Fury cars, one of which is 
a convertible and the o:ther a hardtop. He graduated from Warren 
Collegiate and attended Red River Community College taking Auto 
Mechanics. 

CO/·ina. Henry 
Chris 
Cryslal and Slisan Marlens 

Crystal went to Rosser El
ementary for Grade 4, then to 
Grosse Isle for Grades 5 
through 8 where she enjoyed 
badminton, track and field, 
volleyball and basketball. She 
curled at Rosser Curling Rink. 
In 1986 she was first runner up 
in the first event at the Bonspiel. 
Crystal attended Warren Col
legiate for Grade 9 where she 
played in the band and enjoyed 
intermural curling. She then 
went to Steinbach Bible Col
lege. Crystal got married and is 
employed in Winnipeg. 

The extended Martens fam
ily enjoys getting together for 
church, meals, games and fix
ing cars. 
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HENRY AND EFFIE MASON 

Henry and Effie Mason 

Henry Mason was born on March 22, 1913 at Argyle, Manitoba, 
the second of four children born to Hedley and Mary (Duncanson) 
Mason. He received his school education at Argyle before moving 
to Warren to work on the farm of the late Walter Manchester. He 
bought a farm in the Meadows area, now owned by Henry Heller, 
and lived with his wife, the former Margaret Effie Williamina Jones, 
the only daughter of Will and Margaret Jones of Warren. 

Willa. Jean. Bob, Pat and Diane Mason 

Their daughters, Diane, now Mrs. Ed Heinrichs of Fort Sas
katchewan, Alberta; and Patricia, now Mrs. Ken Arbuckle of 
Warren, were born there. 

In April, 1946 the family moved to the Grosse Isle area, purchasing 
the farm owned by Mrs. Harper, nearly three miles west of town, in 
Rosser Municipality. Three more children joined the family: Robert, 
in May, 1947; Jean, now Mrs. Ellis Wheaton of Kelowna, British 
Columbia, in August, 1948; and Willa, now living in Winnipeg. 

The next few years were busy ones for the Masons. Henry spent 
12 years as a school trustee and as many as a van driver. He was also 
a councillor for Ward I in the Rosser Municipality for several years. 
He was an avid hunter, accompanying his neighbours on several 
hunting and fishing trips. The game of curling also figured highly in 
his interests with his neighbours, Bob Lefley, Charlie Harris and Art 
Haywood, at the Gordon Curling Club. 
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Effie kept busy as a leader of the 4-H Club from its beginning in 
1958 until 1966. She was a WI member while at Grosse Isle and 
knitted for the Red Cross. 

In 1967 the Masons sold their farm to Bob Lefley and moved into 
their new home in Warren. They lived there until September, 1976 
when they moved to Chilliwack, British Columbia, where they 
retired. 

They have six grandchildren: Sherrill Marusyn; Christa Heinrichs; 
Alisa and Keitha Arbuckle; and Nancy and Robert Wheaton. Brit
tany Marusyn is their first great-grandchild. 

Henry and Effie celebrated their 45th wedding anniversary on 
April 22, 1984. Henry was in poor health at that time and passed 
away with cancer on June 30, 1984. He is interred at Warren 
Cemetery. 

Effie returned to Manitoba in March, 1990 and is now a resident 
of the Lion's Manor in Stonewall. 

R.H. MAXWELL F AMIL Y 

The Maxwells came to reside in the R.M. of Rosser in 1937. That 
is the year in which my grandparents, Russell Hammond Maxwell 
and Violet Marguerite (Taylor), purchased part of SE 2-12-2E and 
began the family farm which is still going strong today. 

Both Grandpa and Grandma had farming in their blood. Grandpa 
grew up near Wakopa, Manitoba and Grandma on a farm near 
Ninga. Together they put in many long hours and were rewarded 
with their farming dreams being realized here in Rosser. 

They had four children who all grew up on the fann. Robert and 
Russell now run the business and both have families of their own. 
Robert and his wife, Audrey, have two sons, Mark and Melvin, who 
are now married. Mark and his wife, Kim, live in Lake Francis with 
their children, Brett and Danielle. Melvin and his wife, Shawna, 
have purchased a home in Stonewall where they are raising their son, 
Andrew. 

Russell and Joan have four children. Their eldest son, Curtis, and 
his wife, Wendy, have two children, Richard and Kristen. They live 
in the RM of Rockwood, close to Stony Mountain. Sandra has 
strayed farthest from the homestead and is living in Calgary, 
Alberta. She is a registered nurse. I, Donna, work as a reporter, and 
was selected to compile this family history. I still live at home as 
does Ted who is currently working on the farm. 

Lillian and her husband, Norman Moszynski, have a home in 
Winnipeg. Lillian works at The Bay. Her three children all have 
families of their own and reside in various locations throughout 
Manitoba. Wayne and his wife, Crystal, and their daughter, Kelsey, 
live in Northern Manitoba as Wayne is employed by Manitoba 
Hydro. Carolyn and her husband, Darryl Finnbogason, and their two 
children, Jennifer and Christopher, live in Warren. Wendy and her 
husband, Mike Seguin, have a home in Winnipeg, very close to the 
farm. They have one son, Mike Jr. 

Mona Taylor Maxwell is the last of Grandpa and Grandma's 
children and appears to have every intention of continuing the 
family tradition in Rosser. She recently built a new home adjacent 
to the original farm yard where Robert and Russell still live. Mona 
is the family nurse and works for the VON at Lion's Manor in 
Winnipeg. 

The farm has seen many changes over the years and some of the 
land has been sold. Robert suffered setbacks with health problems 
a few years ago but is living proof you can't keep a good man down. 

The family has suffered some losses over the years with the 
passing of Grandpa in 1980 and Lillian's first husband, Morris 
B jorndalen, in 1982 and, most recently, Grandma in 1990. They are 



sadly missed but hopefully look down with pleasure as the family 
continues to thrive in the RM and abroad. 

As Grandma Maxwell said in the original Rosser Ripples: "And 
having pllt down these roots. our remaining years will in all 
probability be spent here on Rosser Road". 

Though some of us have left the RM, it seems this is still home 
base. 

KEN AND PAT McBRIDE 

The McBrides moved to Meadows from Winnipeg in 1989, 
moving their home onto the old school grounds next to Meadows 
Hall. 

Ken was born in Belfast, Northern Ireland and emigrated to 
Canada in 1951. Pat was born in Winnipeg. They were married on 
April 7, 1962 in Winnipeg. 

In 1969 they moved to Calgary, Alberta with their four children: 
John, Donald, Patrick and Kimberly. They moved back in 1973 to 
get treatment for their oldest son, John, who had cancer. He died in 
1974 at the age of 12. 

In 1982 Ken and his sons, Donald and Patrick, established 
McBride Auto Ltd. Donald and Patrick now run the business. 

Kimberly was maITied to Steve Mardero in August, 1989. Their 
first grandchild, Mitchell Stefhan, was born in 1991. They reside in 
Winnipeg. 

Back Row: Donald. Pat. Ken. 
Front Row: Patrick and Kimberly McBride 

THE McCLARY SAGA 

Mr. and Mrs. John H. McClary and family came to Meadows, 
Manitoba from London, Ontario in 1904. In 1914 they moved from 
Meadows to West Rosser. Later they bought another farm near the 
first one. 

They had three children. Frank lived in Hilbre, Manitoba until 
his death in 1961. Luella married Bert McDonnell of Warren. They 
had three children: Jack, now deceased; Kenneth, who lives on the 
home farm, is married with five children; and Gordon, who lives at 
Teulon, is maITied and also has five children. 

Ross and Cora (Bergey) 
Ross, the third child, maITied Cora Bergey in 1921. They lived on 

the farm at Meadows until 1922, when they moved to West Rosser 

and settled on the fann there. In 1945 they moved to Rosser Village 
where they lived in the former Ed Price residence. 

Mr. and Mrs. McClary and family took an active part in community 
affairs, both at West Rosser and when they moved to the Village. 
Ross was fond of sports, especially curling, and while still at West 
Rosser he used to call the square dances at winter dances in the West 

Ross (ind Cora McClary 

Rosser School. Cora enjoyed church work and was a Ladies Aid 
member. She was also a Sunday School teacher, a leader of young 
people's groups of the church and a member of the Women's 
Institute. Their family attended Sunday School as well as week-day 
groups. 

In 1951 they moved to Winnipeg. 
The McClarys had six children. Grace married Albert Giles in 

1943. They had three children: Wayne, married with 6 children, 
living in Edmonton; Larry, married with two children, Kevin and 
Shawn; and Gwen, married with two children, Christopher and 
Kimberley, they live in Winnipeg. They resided in Souris, Mani
toba. Albert passed away and, in 1969, Grace married Joe Ateah. 

Winnifred married Jack Cassell in 1948. They live in St. James
Assiniboia. They have'four children. Linda, single, is a registered 
nurse and has resided in Vancouver since 1988. Bill married Ruby 
Plett in 1979, is an electronic technologist and purchasing manager 
for a firm in Transcona, They have three children, Ryan, Eric and 
Jason. Gordon married Nancy Fraser in 1978 and they had one 
daughter, Amanda. They later divorced and Gordon married Donna 
Hall in 1985. They have two children, Brodie and Megan. Gordon 
is now a sales manager for a large control systems company and they 
live in Winnipeg. Jack Jr. married Janet Hiraly in 1980. He is a 
Winnipeg police officer. They have three children: Corey, Caitlyn 
and Kelsea. 

Stanley married Laura Grandmont in 1951. They reside in St. 
Charles, Illinois. They have three children: Patricia, married with 
two children; Rita, married with two children; and David, single, 
lives at home. 

Renee married Del Richardson in 1955. They have three children: 
Debbie, single, lives in Winnipeg and is a sales representative for a 
large firm; Gary, single, has his own carpentry business; Colleen, 
single, is a music teacher in Winnipeg. 

Ferne maITied Jack Witty in 1956. They now reside in 100 Mile 
House, British Columbia. They have four children: Robert, maITied 
with two children, is living in Edmonton; David, single, is a 
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RCllce, Willllie, Jack 
Mother Cora, Grace, StalltakCII 011 Com's 98th Birthdar 

surveyor; Kevin, married with two children; and Douglas, single, 
lives in Yellowknife, NWT. 

Jack married Veiva Moss in 1959. She passed away in 1990. 
They had three children: Susan, single, is a school teacher in 
Vancouver; Glen, married with one child, is employed with a large 
food manufacturing company in Calgary; Grant, single, lives at 
home and is in graphic design. 

Ross McClary passed away in 1974. Cora is in a nursing home in 
Winnipeg. 

- Winnifred Cassell 

THE McCOY FAMILY 

Bill and Florence McCoy built their home and moved to the 
Lilyfield district in 1971. Their wooded property was once a part of 
the Frank Barker farm. They have four children: Glenn, Colleen, 
Maureen and Mark. 

Florence was born during the time her parents, Eric and Nonna 
Peterson, lived in Lilyfield. In her second year of attending Phipps 
School the family moved to East Kildonan, a suburb of Winnipeg. 
It was there that she met Bill McCoy who had lived there all of his 
life. They were married in 1962. 

After all of their children were born - and East Kildonan became 
more concrete than bush and prairie - they decided that they would 
like to raise their family in the country. They have never regretted 
their decision. 

When the kids were little they picked raspberries along the 
driveway - historically the site was well known for raspberries - took 
walks to identify native plant life, built tree houses and had pets 
which, at one time, included rabbits and horses. For a short time they 
even cared for a snowy owl and a beaver. They could also see how 
a farm was run when they visited their cousins down the road at the 
Bob White farm. In the winter they skated on a large ice rink, 
complete with boards and lights. 

Bill works at Canadian National Railway as an automotive 
equipment officer and, in his job, has seen many parts of Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and Northwest Ontario. At home, with his mechani
cal ability he keeps the family fleet running. He has restored a few 
vehicles and looks forward to the time when he can restore his own 
1959 Impala. He enjoys fishing and game-bird hunting. He enjoyed 
playing hockey until a few years ago and has a keen interest in the 
era of steam locomotives. He has quite a collection of books on the 
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era, as well as some other memorabilia. He enjoys his home and 
yard. 

When the children were youngsters Florence sewed quite a lot, 
volunteered atthe school library, swam in the winter, gardened in the 
summer and accompanied the children to music and swim lessons, 
hockey practices, games and tournaments. In 1978 Florence decided 
to fulfil her dream of being a nurse. After a course at the University 
and the nursing program at Health Sciences Centre she graduated as 
a Registered Nurse in 1981. Currently she works at the Health 
Sciences Centre and still enjoys sewing, swimming, gardening, 
photographs, travel and living in the country surrounded by so much 
nature. 

Glenn was born on June 7, 1963. He began school in East 
Kildonan and, after moving to Lilyfield, continued school in Stone
wall. He enjoys playing hockey, fishing, and camping trips with his 
friends. He attended the University of Manitoba, graduating with a 
Masters Degree in Finance. Currently he is employed by the federal 
government at the Vancouver airport in British Columbia. He and 
his wife, Marian, live in Surrey and they enjoy hiking. 

Colleen was born on July 22, 1964. She too began school in East 
Kildonan and continued on in Stonewall. She did well in swimming 
and music. She'attended the University of Manitoba and graduated 
as a dental hygienist. She currently lives and works in Winnipeg and 
pursues her interest in equestrian sport. She has a beautiful horse, 
Warren, and when she has time does some competitive riding. She 
enjoys travel and, at the time of writing, is looking forward to her 
second trip to Europe. 

Maureen was born on November 12, 1967. She received her 
education in Stonewall, being on the Student Council during her 
final year. She attended Red River Community College for dental 
assisting, however, her interest lies in accounting. She is employed 
by Boeing of Canada. She can usually be found at Grand Beach in 
the summer and does some curling in the winter. 

Mark was born on January 27, 1969. He was educated in 
Stonewall. He has a competitive nature and loves hockey which he 
had played since the age of five. He has won many trophies as a 
goalie with Stonewall hockey teams. He currently plays in a men's 
league and is attending the University of Manitoba, Faculty of Arts. 
He has also enjoyed working occasional times at the White's farm. 

#~ 
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McDONALD 

Duncan and Martha (Mitchell) 
The story of the McDonalds in Rosser begins in 1897. That was 

the year that Duncan McDonald arrived with his wife, Martha, and 
four children and an adopted daughter. 

Their background begins with John and Almeda MacDonald 
who emigrated from Scotland in the 1840's to Glengarry County, 
Ontario. Duncan, one of a large family, was born on December 22, 
1852. The family grew up on a farm near Dunville. 

When the Canadian Pacific Railway was being built across 
Western Canada, Duncan and two of his brothers worked at the 
project as far as Brandon. It was at this time, in 1882, that home
steads were being offered to settlers. They each accepted a team of 
oxen and land at Oak Lake. 

Duncan married Martha Mitchell in 1884 at Oak Lake. She came 
there with her father, her sister, and two brothers from Lansdowne, 
Ontario. Duncan and Martha farmed at Oak Lake until 1897. By this 
time they had four children: Edmund Leopold, born October 13, 
1885; Edith Ellen, born August 11, 1887; Mabel Alicia, born July 8, 
1889; and Gilbert Earl, born November 5, 1894. They also adopted 
Martha's niece, Mary Wilhemina (Minnie) Gordon, born October 
10, 1889. Her mother died when she was born. Their fifth and 
youngest child, Kenneth Roy, was born at Rosser on May 25, 1900. 

In 1897 Duncan and Martha McDonald decided to leave Oak 
Lake to live on a farm closer to Winnipeg. They arrived at Rosser 
with their five children and Grandfather Valentine Mitchell and 
settled on a farm one mile west of the Village. It was at this time they 
changed the spelling of their name from MacDonald to McDonald. 

They spent their first winter in very close quarters in a small 
house with two rooms downstairs and three bedrooms upstairs. The 
following summer the house was remodelled with an addition of a 
large kitchen, two pantries, bedrooms and a verandah. 

A small blacksmith's shop, for Grandfather Mitchell, was erected 
on the farm property near the road allowance. Here, in his little shop, 
he shod horses. He also fashioned many useful things for local 
homes; one example being knives of various sizes from large clock 
springs. He was also a lay reader in the Anglican Church and wore 
a long white beard. 

As the story goes, the McDonald home was a place where many 
a weary traveller stopped for a meal, for the night or sometimes 
longer if a blizzard was blowing. At such times it was often 
necessary to tie a rope from the house to the barn door to prevent 
people from getting lost going or coming from it. 

Presbyterian and Anglican ministers were frequent guests. The 
parlour bedroom was always kept ready for them. In the summer it 
was their privilege to lift the east window of the bedroom and climb 
in if they should happen along late at night. A new face at the 
breakfast table was never a surprise. 

Stories were often told about the skating rink in the front yard, 
meeting place for young people who came from around the coun
tryside. The big kitchen, heated by a large range, provided plenty of 
room to put on and take off skates and get warm. 

An important event each year was the harvest. Duncan had one 
of the few steam engines which were horse drawn. He also had a 
thresher. This outfit required 30 or more men to operate it and it had 
the capacity to thresh a farm in one or two days. The sound of the 
mighty chugging on a late, frosty fall day is a nostalgic memory. 

In 1903, the first break in the family came when Edith Ellen 
(Nellis) became ill with a ruptured appendix and died. Grandfather 
Mitchell also passed on near that time. 

Mabel Alicia married Andrew Robertson on October 30, 1907. 
They lived on a farm at Rosser until the fall of 1913 and then they 
moved into the Village where they resided until 1924. Andrew 

served with the I 96th Battalion overseas from 1916 to 19 I 8. Their 
family consisted of Jessie McDonald, Mrs. A.R. Birt, of Winnipeg 
and Margaret Jean, Mrs. R.L. Stone, of Winnipeg. Andrew died in 
a car accident in 1935. 

Mary Wilhemina (Minnie) married Russell Minorgan on 
August 4, 19 I 2. Until 1920 they lived in Rosser where Russell 
worked in Price's General Store. Their family consists of Florence 
Kathleen, Mrs. E.L. Brook, of Vancouver and Gilbert Gordon, 
deceased. Russell died in 1957. 

Gilbert Earl served overseas from 1914 to 19 I 8 with the Second 
Canadian Contingent. He was married to Edith Brown in 1923 and 
moved to Vancouver to live. Their family consists of Jean. Mrs. e. 
Peters, and Russell, both of Vancouver. Gilbert died in 1966. 

Kenneth Roy served overseas with the Army Service Corps 
from 1916 to 1918. He married Helen Tod in 1926 and they resided 
in Winnipeg. Their family consists of Mabel Irene, Mrs. J.e. 
Bennett, of Kitchener, Ontario and son Duncan of Winnipeg. 
Kenneth died in 1943. 

In the fall of 1912 Duncan and Martha left the farm with their 
sons, Gilbert and Kenneth, to live in Winnipeg. Duncan died in 1939 
and Martha in 1947. 

Edmund Leopold and Margaret (Earl) 
Ed and Maggie were married in June, 19 12. He was the only 

member of the family who spent the rest of his life in Rosser. During 
that time he lived on three different farms in the Rosser district. Ed 
worked on the road grader with eight horses and helped build many 
roads and ditches throughout Rosser Municipality. He was school 
trustee for West Rosser School for many years and his family 
attended grade school here. He was a member of the Rosser Curling 
Club. 

Working with horses, Ed put the first gravel on the road south of 
the CPR from Rosser to Winnipeg in the winter of 1927. He worked 
in the bush during the wintertime in the "dirty thirties". 

In 1942 Ed sold his farm and bought 160 acres, 35- I I - I W, once 
owned by Ben Frain. He had it farmed on a crop share plan. That year 
Rosser Municipality bought a motor road patrol which Ed ran until 
1957 when he retired. 

Ed's wife Maggie, as she was called, was born in Gorey County, 
Wexford, Ireland in 1885 and immigrated to Lansdowne, Ontario as 
a young girl. She came to Rosser and worked as a hired girl at Price's 
General Store before her marriage. 

Ed and Margarci McDonald on 50111 Anni!'crsary. 
Sianding: Marilla. Edilli. Edna, Una 
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She was an adventuresome spirit who loved a good joke and 
discussing politics with Wallace Childerhose. She was on top of 
government affairs, both local and provincial, and was a member of 
the Women's Institute in Rosser. She had a bright green thumb and 
was known throughout the area for her fantastic flower gardens and 
her beautiful knitting and crochet work. Sundays were, without fail, 
a yard full of vehicles as friends and family were eagerly welcomed 
to their modest home. She could make a meal out of very little; the 
tea pot was always on. 

Ed, through his road maintenance work, knew the name of every 
child and dog in the entire municipality and beyond. It was common 
to see a car stopped on the road while little friends emerged to run 
to his road grader to be hoisted aboard to sit with Mr. Mac. 
Consequently, he and Maggie were invited to weddings and other 
functions for people they barely knew. They felt honoured to be 
included and gained many new friends. 

Ed's practical jokes were known far and wide. One day, Maggie, 
exasperated with the trials of four little girls underfoot, asked Ed to 
intervene. He took them outdoors where he chased them while he 
carried a large fence post so heavy he could barely lift it and soon lay 
on the ground laughing while the girls piled on top of him. 

Another time, when Edna wouldn't get out of bed for school one 
cold winter morning, Ed actually built a fire with newspapers in the 
jerry-pot under her bed. She got up right away; he heard about it! 

One time one of his jokes backfired. Ed had gone to Winnipeg by 
train to see a doctor to have a small particle removed from his eye. 
He carefully brought an envelope containing the irritating particle 
home to show the family. But first he stopped at the Rosser Store to 
have everyone there see it too. Mrs. Ewing, the store owner, had just 
swept the floor and, unbeknownst to him, substituted a four inch 
piece of straw from the broom then sealed up the envelope. When 
someone at home opened it, there was uproarious laughter. He 
enjoyed the trick, too. He was a good sport. 

He could cause a good deal of embarrassment to me, his only 
granddaughter at that time. As a teenager, I clearly remember being 
seized more than once by this giant with his day-old growth of 
whiskers while in Eaton's store in Winnipeg. After being swung 
around, feet off the floor, and whisker-rubbed in front of the whole 
world I would stand there in humiliation and tears, only to hear, 
"Come on, Darlin', lets have a cup of tea." I wish we could have that 
tea today. 

Their family consisted of Martha, Edith, Edna, Una and Earl. The 
girls received their education at West Rosser and Rosser Village 
schools. Martha married Clarence Hagborg of Meadows in 1937. 
(See Clarence and Martha Hagborg.) 

Edith married Dan Hudson, Sr. of Winnipeg. They have travelled 
extensively and are busy and happily enjoying retirement at Lions 
Place in Winnipeg. 

Edna married Glen Minaker of Rosser. In 1948 they and their 
children moved to British Columbia. They settled in Kitimat where 
Glen worked as a heavy equipment operator until his retirement. 
Edna passed away in 1988. They had four boys: Russell and his wife, 
Bev, with five children in Richmond, British Columbia; Gordon; 
Lloyd; and Ron and his wife, Anne, with four sons who all live in 
Kitimat. 

Una took teachers' training and taught school in Northern 
Manitoba. She married Jack McNabb of Argyle in 1954. The gentle, 
caring nature of Una and Jack is evident in the lives of their three 
children: Doug, of Warren; Ray, Karin and sons, John and Bryan, of 
Warren; and Edna and husband, Walter McLellan, and daughters, 
Katie and Erica, of Kitimat, British Columbia. 

Earl, Una's twin, was physically impaired all his life. He was 
given constant loving care by his parents, his sisters and by Jean 
Robertson, who lived with the family for many years. Earl died at the 
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age of 43. Jean now lives at Tuxedo Villa Nursing Home in 
Winnipeg. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed McDonald celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary in June, 1962. Ed McDonald died in 1965 and his wife, 
Maggie, died in 1966. 

Vila alld Jack McNabb 

DOl/g. Edlla. Ray 

"The light of compassion ,love andFiendship for all living things 
that shoneji'oll1 Ed and Maggie McDonald (~tRosser has illuminated 
the lives of all their descendants: we feel warm alld proud of'them 
in this glow: alld we pray that we can rej7ect that light through us to 
others. For they were truly "the Salt of the Earth -/10 greater people 
than they." 

- Excclptsjj'om Rosser Ripples, additions!Jy Helen Grant 

McFEE 

Duncan and Mary Jane (Tully) 
"Come to· Manitoba! The money grows on trees!" wrote a 

somewhat overly optimistic relative. So Duncan and Mary Jane 
McFee, together with their seven children - George, Mabel, Wilmer, 
Earl, Carl, Arthur and Ellen - moved to Rosser from Creston, Iowa 
in March, 1902 in search of a new farm. Their first night in Rosser 
was spent at the home of Mary Jane's brother, Bill Tully. This farm 
is now owned by Gerald and Margaret Minaker. Margaret is Duncan 
and Mary Jane's granddaughter. 

Even had the money been here, they probably wouldn't have 
been able to see it during their first days in Rosser. A raging prairie 
snowstorm kept them housebound for three days with only porridge 
to eat! It was not a very promising start in a land touted to bring easy 
wealth. 

The McFees set about the task offarming 720 acres ofland, their 
home being on SW 6-12-1 E. Mule teams plowed the fields and took 
the family on their outings. However, when Duncan died suddenly 
in 1906, Mary Jane faced the formidable task of raising her young 
family and, together with her older sons, managing the farm. 

Mary Jane was sustained by strong religious beliefs and over the 
years spent many hours reading her bible or reciting Sunday School 
verses she had learned as a girl. Many were the quilts she made and 
passed on to her family members. 



The McFee boys were ardent sportsmen. Several of them played 
on the infamous 1915 Rosser baseball team. They enjoyed hunting 
and with the call of the geese in the fall came the challenge of the 
"shoot". 

Mary Jane enjoyed a long and healthy life, living to the age of 
103. When asked, she attributed her longevity to having always 
obeyed her parents! 

George Alexander, 1883-1962, married Maude Minorgan in 
1903. They had one child who died at birth. George farmed in the 
Grosse Isle - Rosser area all his life, retiring to Stonewall in 1962. 

John Wesley, 1884-1898, died in Iowa at age 14. 
Mabel, 1885-1921, married Ed Gore. They had two daughters, 

Mary and Evelyn. 
Wilmer (Doc), 1888-1969, married Bertie Stinson in 1915. They 

had three children: Alan, Dorothy and Jean. 
An infant son, died at birth in 1891. 
Earl, 1893-1957, see story below. 
Carl, 1895-1978, married Pearl Lobb in 1928. They had eight 

children: Betty, Arthur, Irene, Pat, Ruby, Shirley, Ron and Keith. 

Back Row: Arthllr. Wilmer. Mallde. George. Mabel Gore. Ed Gore 
Front Ro\\": Ellen. Bertie. Carl. Mary .fane. Mary Gore. Earl McFee 
(inset) Dllncan McFee (Father) 

Arthur, 1897-1969, married Lottie Sibbald in 1923. They had 
one son, Donald. 

Ellen, 1901-1991, married Walter Richardson in 1923. They had 
two sons, Dick and Gordon. 

- Betty Lindsay 

Earl and Lillian (BIaikie) 
Earl Duncan McFee lived with his parents on the property SW 6-

12-1 E from 1902 until 1917 . He married Lillian Blaikie of Winnipeg 
in 1917. They settled on 31-11-1 E for a short time but later, in 1918, 
moved to Winnipeg. They worked and raised their family; two sons, 
Earl and John, and one daughter, Margaret, in the urban community. 
Earl McFee passed away in January, 1957 and Lillian McFee in 
November, 1962. 

- Margaret Minaker 

A true friend is the greatest 0/ all blessings. 
DUC DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULD 

TERENCE AND YVETTE McGUIRK 

Born in July, 1929 the second oldest of ten children, Terence 
Francis emigrated from County Monaghan, Ireland to Canada in 
March, 1953. He worked for a short time for E.H. Clark and other 
farmers in and around the Rosser area. In 1954 Terence joined the 
Winnipeg Fire Department. 

In July, 1958 Terence married Yvette Toupin, the youngest often 
children. Yvette worked as a Registered Nurse at St. Boniface 
Hospital. The couple lived in Windsor Park and raised four children: 
Francis Terence, April 6, 1959; Micheal Richard, July 8, 1960; 
Kathleen Muriel, February 14, 1962; and Gesile Marie, August 10, 
1965. 

In 1970 the family purchased a farm - Mayberry Street, Lot 15-
16, part of section 12-2E -to board and raise thoroughbred horses. A 
fifth child was born, Patrick Joseph on November 7, 1972. 

Terence retired from the Fire Department in 1984 due to illness. 
Yvette is now a Registered Nurse at Seven Oaks Hospital. 

JAMES McMAHON 

James McMahon was the eldest son of Matilda and John 
McMahon, Plympton Township, Lambton County, Ontario; who 
farmed successfully specializing in Clydesdale horses and short 
horn cattle. James travelled west via the USA and then east, back 
through Canada and on to Winnipeg, where he went into real estate 
and subsequently to reside in Marquette, Manitoba. 

About 1912 he and his nephew, E.E. Dowler, built a building to 
house the Massey-Harris Agency. He loved horses and had a 
beautiful Arabian named Jock. 

He married Mabel Hatcher, a widow with one daughter. Mabel 
passed away around 1921 and James passed away in 1926 and is 
buried in Wyoming Cemetery in Petrolia, Ontario. 

BRIAN AND SHARON MEADS 

Brian is one of the seven children born to Albert and Irene Meads 
of the Tecumseh District in the R.M. of Rockwood. He was born in 
March of 1946. 

Brian first attended the rural school of Tecumseh to attain his 
early education. From there he went on to school in Stonewall to 
further his education. 

Brian had grown up on the farm and had always helped his dad 
there. In 1976 he took over the farm operation from his dad. 

In the summerof 1978 Brian married Sharon Watters of Winnipeg, 
Manitoba and they moved to the farm where they still reside on NE 
35-12-2E in the RM of Rosser. In 1983 they built their new home. 

Brian raises hogs and farms land in the two municipalities of 
Rosser and Rockwood. 

They are in the process of raising two children and all that entails. 
Philip was born in May of 1979 and is very involved in sports, 
especially hockey. Marcy was born in March of 1981 and is enjoying 
her music. They are both attending the Stonewall Centennial School 
and ride a school bus to get there. 

Sharon, as well as Brian, is always kept busy. She acts as taxi 
service for her children, taking them to hockey, music lessons or 
whatever else they may be involved in. At harvest time she also helps 
Brian in the fields. At present she is also holding a part time job at 
Stonewall. 

As with most farm people, they are very busy individuals. 
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JAMES AND MARJORIE MELDRUM 

James Meldrum was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba in 1915. Two 
years later his parents moved to Lockwood, Saskatchwan to farm 
and it was there he attended school. 

Following school he would like to have farmed but, at that time, 
it was not a paying situation. Anxious to see other parts of Canada, 
he travelled to Ontario where he spent some time; then back to 
Manitoba, where he worked first on a farm in the Sperling district 
and later at the local hotel. 

He joined the Royal Canadian Corps of Signals in 1942 and was 
stationed in Ontario. 

In 1943 he married Marjorie Lester of Sperling who was chief 
operator at the Manitoba Telephone Exchange. She continued in that 
position while Jim served overseas, except for several months when 
she joined him in Sydney, Nova Scotia prior to his going overseas. 
He served in Holland from 1944 to 1946. 

Following his discharge from the Armed Forces, they lived in 
Sanford where Jim was a grain buyers assistant and, later at Gordon 
where he was manager of Manitoba Pool Elevators. Illness forced 
his retirement in 1948 and he died, at age 34, in 1949. 

JallIes and IHarjorie lvleldmlll 

James and Marjorie had two sons, Jim and Jack. Marjorie moved 
to Sperling and both boys were raised in that community. Jim, the 
elder son, resides in Calgary. Alberta and the younger son, Jack, and 
his wife, Debbie, and family, Phillipe and Nicole, live in Sperling. 

The short time the Meldrums lived in the Gordon area was very 
special to them because of the kindness and friendships shown them 
by residents of that district. 

JIM MELVIN 

Jim Melvin was born in Naven, Ontario in 1889. He moved west 
as ayoungman and farmed in Webb, Saskatchewan. In 1938, he sold 
his farm in Webb and moved to Manitoba. He eventually bought a 
farm in Rosser and farmed there for almost 30 years. 

In 1967 he moved to Abbotsford, British Columbia and spent 
many hours working in his garden. He enjoyed fishing in British 
Columbia's many lovely lakes. 

Jim passed away in 1982 at the age of 93. 
- Gwladys Yeaman 
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THE MILLER FAMILY HISTORY 

The N 1/2 ofNW 30 and SW 1/4 of31-12-IE were first recorded 
in the name of James Taylor, US Consul, during 1878 but were 
evidently transferred that same year to Captain Dudley W. Smith. 
James Taylorwas the popular US Consul headquartered in Winnipeg. 
He was a favourite personality in many Winnipeg homes and was 
highly respected also in business and diplomatic circles. One of his 
better-known hobbies was to gather great baskets of crocuses along 
the prairie trails in spring and distribute them in bouquets to his 
Winnipeg friends, particularly those who were shut-ins. In this way 
the prairie anemones became known as "Consul Taylor's flowers". 

When Captain Smith took over the above-mentioned property, he 
at once built a large house beside the wandering trail which was the 
route used by many of the early settlers on the way from Winnipeg 
to their homesteads located further north and west. He and his wife 
made it their custom to welcome the trail-weary travellers who 
frequently passed by. Sometimes this was iust a refreshing pause and 
a meal and, again, it might be a night's lodging for man and beast. In 
addition to this, the Smith home was a friendly spot where neigh
bours gathered to discuss common interests or for the occasional 
social evening as noted in the Winnipeg Tribune clipping of 1893: 

"The Captain Smith party recently held, was voted olle of the 
most entertaining ()l the season." 

R.G. Simpson, "Bob" to friends and neighbours, took over the 
Smith property in 1897 and operated there for 15 years. He and his 
wife and family were well regarded and Bob was an active member 
of various community organizations including church, school and 
Municipal Council at Rosser. First elected as councillor in 1893, he 
served several tenTIS and a two-year period as reeve. He sold his faI111 
in 1912 and moved up onto the ridge to occupy the Winsor Farm for 
three years before leaving for Winnipeg where he died quite suddenly 
in 1915. 

Walter and Edna (Cross) 
In April, 1912 Walter Miller of Minto, North Dakota, USA 

bought 480 acres of land from Robert Simpson. A little later he 
arrived at Rosser on a train which included settlers and their effects. 
There were horses, a cow, and all his fanTI implements and house 
furnishings, including an apple parer still in use today. 

Walter and Edna Miller with nephe,,' SCOII 



In 1920 Walter married Edna Cross of MacGregor, Manitoba, a 
former school teacher at Grosse Isle. The old Stopping House was 
beautifully remodelled and decorated to become home for William 
Walter, born 1922; Robert James, born 1925; and Archie Edward, 
born 1936. Edna's mother and father, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Cross of 
MacGregor, came to live with their daughter and son-in-law in 1928 
and remained until their deaths in 1941 and 1954 respectively. 

Walter was a Presbyterian and Edna a member of the United 
Church. They attended the Anglican Church until Grosse Isle United 
Church was established in 1927. Since that time the Miller family 
have been staunch supporters of the Grosse Isle United Church. 

Walter Miller, along with William (Bill) and Robert (Bob) ran a 
mixed farming operation which included over the years feedlot 
sheep and cattle and pig barns. Edna carried on a successful poultry 
business for over 35 years. Walter passed away in 1965 at the age of 
75. 

Bill and Bob sold the farm in Rosser which they had purchased 
in 1947 and bought Ren James' farmland adjoining their own in 
1966. A large acreage of bush has been kept for shelter north of the 
farm buildings and a larger acreage of natural bush has been kept for 
livestock shelter as far as the south edge of the farm. Soil conserva
tion has been practised in all farming operations. 

William and Olga (Wozniak) 
William (Bill) still continues to farm although he now lives in 

Winnipeg. Bill married Olga Wozniak in 1990. 

William and Olga Miller 

Robert and Shelagh (Crone) 
Robert (Bob) married Shelagh Crone in 1960. They have three 

children: Andrew (John), born in 1961, and the twins, Linda Edna 
and Lee Anne, born in 1964. Bob and Shelagh still live on the farm. 
Over the years Shelagh has studied art at various institutions and has 
earned considerable acclaim for her paintings. 

John graduated from the University of Manitoba in 1983 with a 
deiSree in Agriculture. He married Pamela Isaak in 1984; they 
divorced in 1990. He is presently living in Ottawa, Ontario. John 
married Elizabeth Riach from Ottawa on July 3, 1992. 

Linda graduated from Red River Community College in Hotel 
and Restaurant Administration. She married Lyle Pauls in 1988 and 
they have two sons: Aidan James, born in 1989, and Angus Robert, 
born in 1991. They are living in the original family house on the farm 
and raising cattle. 

Lee graduated from the University of North Dakota with a degree 
in Social Work in 1987. Lee and Harvey Garfinkel were married in 
Winnipeg on February 1, 1992. 

Lyle Pauls holding Anglls, Linda Pallls, Shelagh Miller. Lee (Miller) Garlinkel. 
Harvey Garfinkel, Bob Miller. Aidan Pallis. Eli:aheth Riach, .lohn Miller 

Archie and Mary (Reimer) 
Archie (Bud) graduated as a Veterinary Doctor in 1959 from 

Guelph College and, in 1965, married Mary Reimer of Morden. 
They have three sons: A.J., Richard and William. AJ. graduated 
as a Civil Engineer in 1991 and Richard is presently at the University 
of Manitoba. The family's home is in Morden, Manitoba. 

Archie (Bud) Miller, Mary andfamily 

A realln'end is one who walks in 
when the rest 01 the world walks out. 

- Shelagh Miller 

WALTER WINCHELL 
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GEORGE MILLER AND FAMILY 

George and Vivian Miller came to Meadows in 1950 from 
Somerset. George was the grain elevator agent for N .M. Paterson. In 
1954 I, Heather, their only daughter was born. In 1957 Vivian passed 
away. 

In 1958 my father married a widow, Anna Fehr, from Winnipeg. 
We attended Rosser United Church. I also attended the Sunday 
School and 4-H. 

In 1966 we moved to Winnipeg. My father continued to work for 
N.M. Paterson until 1975. In 1987 my father passed away. My 
mother resides in Bethel Place and I work as a crew trainer for 
McDonalds. 

TOM MILLS 

Mr. Tom Mills was born in Richmond, Ontario in 1850. He was 
a veteran of the Fenian Raid of 1870 and the Northwest Rebellion of 
1885. 

He came from fighting stock. His father was Colonel Edward 
Mills. His grandfather was Sargeant-Major James Mills of the 
Conn aught Fusilliers who fought for King and Country under the 
Duke of Wellington against Napoleon at Waterloo. 

Mr. Tom Mills was married at Port Arthur, Ontario, in 1880 to 
Marion L. Cobb. They came to Manitoba in 1883 to a homestead at 
Mordon, Manitoba. Later that same year they moved to Indian Head, 
Saskatchewan. 

In 1888 they moved again settling on a farm three miles south of 
Stony Mountain, Manitoba on N 1/2 NW 1/4 27-12-2E where they 
resided for 43 years. 

Mr. Tom Mills was elected councillor for Ward Four in the Rural 
Municipality of Rosser and served in that capacity from 1905 to 
1910 for five to six years. 

Mr. Mills was the first farmer in Manitoba to operate a steam 
plow which was built at the Vulcan Iron Works under the direction 
of Charles Raitt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Mills had three children: Annie, (Mrs. John 
Dow); Edward Robert Rufus Mills and Margaret, twin sister to 
Edward. 

Mr. Tom Mills passed away on October 21, 1931 and is buried at 
Brookside Cemetery. 

There are no close relatives in Manitoba. I, Annie Mills, (Mrs. 
E.R.R. Mills) reside in Victoria, British Columbia and am the 
daughter-in-law of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Mills. There are also some 
cousins in Ontario. 

THE MINAKER STORY 
1867 - 1992 

Sanford and Sarah Emily (Redner) 

- Annie Mills 

This story begins in Picton, Ontario with the marriage of Sarah 
Emily Redner to Sanford Minaker in 1867. From this union nine 
children were born, two of whom died while very young, the other 
seven spending many years of their lives in the Rosser district, 
particularly Bert and Frank. 

In 1879 Mr. and Mrs. Minaker, along with three small children, 
did like many other pioneer families of the era - they heeded the call 
of the west. Anxious to improve their situation and provide a better 
living for their children, they came to Cavalier, North Dakota. Here 
they purchased land, part of the deal being an agreement to plant 
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several acres of trees as an act of good faith. Shortage of water 
proved to be a real problem here. Oxen hitched to wooden-wheeled 
carts were used to haul tanks of stale water from the sloughs. All 
drinking water had to be boiled and the Monday laundry water saved 
to wash floors. 

In the early 1890's neighbours around them were moving to 
Manitoba. So, certain of greener pastures, they once again loaded up 
family and possessions on the ox carts and struck north - Meadow 
Lea the destination. This proved unsatisfactory, so back to Headingley. 
Here the last baby, John Russell, was born, living only three months. 

In 1895, the family made their last move. The Coults farm, SW 
9-12-1E, was home to them until 1920 when they sold it to Mr. Tom 
Wedge. 

Before they left Cavalier, North Dakota their oldest child and 
only daughter, Etta Augusta, married a widower, David Minorgan, 
who had three children: Russell, Maud and Florence. They also 
moved to Rosser. Russell married Minnie McDonald. Maud married 
George McFee and Florence married Fred Corbett, both long-time 
residents of Rosser. 

Mrs. Sanjiml Minaker and sons, Berl, George and 
Frank. 

The Minorgans had three more children: sons, Arne - who 
became a doctor - and Ralph, retired to British Columbia but are now 
both deceased; and Ruth, who married Alex Robson (now de
ceased), has lived for years in Haney, British Columbia. 

George Bidwell was the fourth child, only a year old when his 
parents made the long journey from Ontario to the prairies in 1879. 
He came to Rosser with the rest of his family in 1894 and spent most 
of his life in the district. He never married and died in Winnipeg at 
the age of 62. 

Ralph Etheridge was born in North Dakota in 1881. He also 
moved to Rosser with his parents and attended school here. Both he, 
his wife, and son, Etheridge, are now deceased but daughter, Bonnie 
Jean Good, lives in Nanaimo, British Columbia. 

Sanford Austin, born in 1883 and known as Aus, died in Maple 
Ridge, British Columbia in 1974. He received his education at East 
Rosser School and, in 1905, married Nellie Young, a teacher at that 
school. They moved to a farm in Minitonas, Manitoba and lived 
there until they retired. Their daughter, Victoria Watkins, lives in 
Surrey, British Columbia and their son, Harold, lives in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. 

Charles, the seventh child, was born in 1887 and lived only to age 
16. He died in 1903 during a severe outbreak of typhoid fever. 

Frank Redner's story has been written separately. 
John Russell, the last child was born at Headingley in 1893 and 

died three months later. 



David Albert and Mary Isabel (Galbraith) 
Shortly after Sanford Minaker and family moved to Rosser, 

David Albert, the oldest son - the first son, Samuel, having died in 
Ontario at the age of two - purchased the farm where his youngest 
son, Ralph, now lives. In 1902, Bert, as he was known to all, married 
Mary Isabel, daughter of pioneer farmers, James and Annie Galbraith. 
They had six children, all born and raised on the farm at SE 5-12-1 E. 

Mrs. and Mrs. D.A. 
Minaka 

Lucille, the oldest daughter, married Wilburn Mulligan. He died 
in October, 1971. She was a patient at Oakview Care Home in 
Winnipeg until her death on August 3, 1992. Their story is included 
elsewhere in this book, reprinted from the Rosser Ripples. 

Vera, the second daughter, died in 1944 after a lengthy illness. 
Charles James married Mabel Murphy from Grosse Isle. Charles 

is now deceased. Their story also appears separately. 
Walter Melvin married Jean Tennant of Winnipeg. 
Emily Augusta married Joseph Hatch of Winnipeg. Emily is 

now deceased. Her two daughters are living but son Albert died in 
a plane crash in 1976. 

Ralph and Marguerite (Quickfall) 
Ralph (Buster) married Marguerite Quickfall of Greenwood in 

1944. They have one son, Gary. He resides at Stony Mountain and 
operates the farm where Bus and Marg still live. Gary belongs to the 
Rosser Volunteer Firefighters. He spends his spare time doing shop 
work on machinery and highway trucks with John Eichel. 

Buster drove a school bus from Rosser East area to Warren for 
many years. He is now kept busy by doing yard work and generally 
being a "go-fer" on farm errands. 

Marg's spare time is spent on Women's Institute, Rosser United 
Church Women and RCMP Community Consultation Group ac
tivities. She resigned while principal of Rosser Elementary School, 
after 16 years of teaching, to devote her time to home and commu
nity. 

The Bert Minaker farm has been in the family for almost 100 
years. As many farm neighbours would agree, to farm this long has 
presented many challenges both for the pioneers and present day 
operators. However, "the end justifies the means", for few other 
places in Canada could compare with what our Rosser district has to 
offer; good land, good water, distinct seasons and, best of all, being 
surrounded by caring, concerned neighbours who are always there 
to share the good times and the bad. 

Charles and Mabel (Murphy) 
Charles Minaker, the eldest son of David Albert and Mary Isobel 

(Galbraith), was born at the home farm on SE 5-12-lE on January 
28, 1908. He left school at a young age to help on the family farm. 
Despite his limited formal education he had a great facility with 
arithmetic. 

In November, 1931 Charles married Mabel Murphy, daughter of 
William and Ellen Murphy, of Grosse Isle and they settled on the 
farm at 34-11-1 E in a new house built by Fred Mulligan. They had 
one daughter, Beryl, who is married to Bonne Lemon and whose 
story appears separately. Their eldest son, Dave, is married to 
Lorraine (Kotelko) and they live on a farm near Rosser. Their other 
son, Gil, is married to Andrea (Hucal) and they live in Winnipeg. 

Farming was Charles' life and he thoroughly enjoyed his work 
until he suffered a stroke in March, 1983 spending his last years in 
Rosewood Lodge in Stonewall, passing away in 1990. Mabel still 
lives on the family farm. 

- Lorraine Minaker 

Charles and Mabel Minaka 

Dave and Lorraine (Kotelko) 
Dave, the eldest son of Charles and Mabel, was born in Rosser on 

August 11, 1940. He attended school at East Rosser and Rosser 
Village. He chose pipe fitting as his career. 

Dave married Lorraine Kotelko of Warren in 1967. They spent 
the next four summers living on a farm they purchased near Gunton, 
Manitoba and the winters in Winnipeg, where Lorraine taught in St. 
James and Dave took up his trade. In June, 1972 they moved to their 
present home at Rosser, the former Lester Bergey farm. 

Dave and his brother, Gil, and their dad always farmed together 
both at Gunton and Rosser. 

Lorraine has been a substitute teacher with the Interlake School 
Division for the past 15 years. Since 1990 she has been employed at 
the Winnipeg Taxation Center just for a few months of the year. She 
is active in the Rosser United Church as a Sunday School teacher and 
as a member of the Rosser United Church Women. 

Twins Darren and Wayne, who were born on December 17, 
1971, were six months old when they moved to their home at Rosser. 
They attended school at Rosser, Grosse Isle and graduated from 
Warren Collegiate. They belonged to the Rosser4-H Club for a few 
years, enjoyed playing baseball, played in the school band, but found 
their greatest pleasure in the sport of curling. They have always 
enjoyed helping their dad on the farm. They are presently pursuing 
careers as electricians. 
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Angela was born on January 4, 1979. She also attended school at 
Rosser and is now in Grade Seven at Grosse Isle. She, too, is 
enjoying 4-H, baseball, playing in the school band, curling and 
playing the piano. 

Dm'id, Lorraille, WaYllc, Darrell alld Allgela Millukcr 

Beryl and Bonne Lemon 
Beryl was born on August 20, 1933 and is the only daughter of 

Mabel and the late Charles Minaker. She was raised on the family 
farm near Rosser. She attended East Rosser and Rosser Village 
Schools after which she took her nurse's training at Grace Hospital 
in Winnipeg, becoming a Registered Nurse in 1955, 

In September, 1955 she married Bonne Lemon, a chartered 
accountant, and they reside in Winnipeg. They have three children. 
Their eldest daughter, Laurie, married Dennis Tarr and they live in 
Vancouver with their children, Jordan, Chelsey and Ainsley. Their 
son, Doug, married Cathy White and they and their two daughters, 
Brehanna and Tess, live in Winnipeg. Their youngest daughter, 
Robyn, lives in Winnipeg. 

- Lorraine Minaker 

Back Row: ]ordall Tarr, Doug Lellloli. BOlillie Lellloll, Brehalilia Lellloli. RobYIl 
Lellloll, Chefse\' Tarr 
Front Row: Cc'J1hy Lellloli. Beryl Lellloli. Ainsley Tarr, Laurie Tarr. Dennis Tarr 
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Frank Redner and Hannah Elizabeth (Webb) 
Section 30- I I - I E historical perspective: The Reverend G.M. 

Grant occupied that property in 1898. Later, in 1900, Mr. William 
Tully - great uncle of Mrs. Margaret Minaker (McFee) - built the 
existing cottage into a two storey building. He sold to Mr. c.P. 
Ritchie in 1907 who in turn sold to Mr. W. Charles in 1918. 

Frank Redner Minaker moved to the Rosser Municipality with 
his parents in 1895. In 1912, he married Hannah Elizabeth Webb, 
better known as "Bess" to her family and friends. In 19 I 8, Frank 
Minaker bought the property 30- I 1- I E from Mr. W. Charles. The 
family farm was informally named "The Mayflower." 

Frank and Bess had three sons: Earl, Glen and Gerald, and a 
daughter, Alice. They raised their family and farmed in the Rosser 
Municipality until 1958. Following a fond farewell celebration on 
the home place with family and community friends, they retired to 
Haney, British Columbia. They found happiness in their new abode 
set in the Rocky Mountains. Frank continued to demonstrate his love 
for the land. He could be found in the back yard tending to his peach 
tree and his raspberry bushes. 

Frank (/nd Hannah lvlillaker 

Earl and Edith (Slagerman) 

After spending many happy 
years in the mountains and 
enjoying numerous visits from 
family and friends from their 
prairie origins, Bess passed 
away in January, 1976 followed 
by Frank a short time later in 
June, 1976. 

Earl Minaker and Edith Slagerman were married in 1942 and 
have since farmed on SW 36- I I -I W. Their family consists offive 
children: Janice, Howard, twins Alison and Allan, and Tracey. 

Earl continues to fann while Edith has a sales management 
position in Winnipeg. 

Janice and her husband, David Howorth, live in Winnipeg. After 
working as a physiotherapist, Janice pursued a career in pottery. She 
is a partner and teacher at the Stoneware Gallery. Janice and Dave 
travel extensively often in conjunction with Dave's work as a 
Professor of Classics at the University of Manitoba. 

Howard and his wife, Katherine Flood, live in Vancouver, 
British Columbia. They have a son, Casey, and a daughter, Jill. 
Howard continues his flying career with Air Canada and still enjoys 
fanning and hunting activities in the Rosser area. 

Allan chose an engineering career while continuing to fann with 
his father. He is currently completing his Masters degree in Business 
Administration at the University of Manitoba. Allan and his wife, 
Jacqueline Tencha, have two daughters, Meagan and Melody. 

Alison obtained a Computer Analyst Diploma from Red River 
Community College and an Arts degree in Administrative Studies 
from the University of Winnipeg. After working in Toronto she 
returned to Winnipeg and continues her career in business as well as 
furthering her education. 



Tracey and her husband, Werner Gebhardt, live in Calgary. 
Tracey trained as a travel consultant in London, Ontario and is now 
working with Co-Op Travel. 

Gerald and Margaret (McFee) 
Gerald Clark Minaker was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba in 1917. 

He moved to his present homesite, 30-11-1 E, in 1918 at the age of 
six months. He married Margaret Mable McFee, daughter of Earl 
and Lillian McFee, in September 1944. 

Gerald and Margaret have five children: George, Robert (Bob), 
Frank, Gerald (Gerry) and Valerie. Gerald began his farming oc
cupation with his father and brothers. His love for the land has been 
passed on to his sons. 

Margaret alld Gerald Millaka 

George takes a keen interest in the farming operation and, like his 
father, has a deep appreciation for the land. In 1972 he purchased the 
SE 1/4 and S 1/2 of NE 25-11-1 W. Being a true tiller of the soil, 
George also enjoys tending the gardens and takes great pride in the 
colourful displays of flowers he plants and nurtures to maturity. 

George is an active com
munity worker who is always 
willing to participate for the 

1------- benefit of his neighbours and 
friends. He enjoys curling and 

George Millaker 

~. other recreational activities. He 
is a volunteer fireman and 
serves on committees regularly. 
His belief in the community 
spirit is reflected in his active 
involvement in community 
affairs. He is a member of the 
local recreation centre and a 
member of the United Church. 

Robert (Bob) graduated from the University of Winnipeg with 
a Bachelor of Science degree. He received his Bachelor of Education 
degree from the University of Manitoba. 

Bob married Diane Hucul in 1970. After they were married, Bob 
and Diane lived in Brandon, Manitoba for a short time. They 
returned to the City of Winnipeg in 1971 and have lived there ever 
since. They have two children: one daughter, Joanne, and one son, 
Brian. 

After many years of teaching experience, Bob branched off into 
administration when he became an administrator at Ken Seaford 
Junior-Senior High School in the Maples, a subdivision of Winni
peg. 

Throughout his educational career, Bob has been an active 
member of professionally-related associations and school service 
committees. He has been a dedicated educator and has made many 
contributions to the field of education, both professionally and 
persona II y. 

Bob is an active community worker in the Maples. He coaches 
hockey and is a member of the community recreation club where he 
serves on committees aimed at developing the recreation centre 
within the Maples community. 

Briall. Joalllle, Dialle alld Bo/i Millaker 

Frank Randall has heen a member of the Winnipeg Police Force 
for the past 20 years, After he worked in the Traffic Division for a 
number of years, he taught at the Winnipeg Police Academy. He has 

Back Row I-r: Rod, Pat, Frallk alld Rick 
Front: Blake, Amy alld Emil Millaka 
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been promoted to Staff Sergeant and has rejoined the Traffic 
Division. 

Frank married Patricia Denovan of Winnipeg, where they reside. 
He has two sons by a previous marriage, Richard (Rick) and Rodney 
(Rod). Frank and Pat have two sons, Blake and Evan, and one 
daughter, Amy. 

Although Frank lives in the city, he continues to express his 
interest in farming and works alongside his father and his brothers, 
George and Gerry. 

Valerie Margaret Emberg graduated from the Faculty of Re
habilitation Medicine with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Speech 
Pathology and Audiology. She began her professional career in 
Alberta, but returned to Manitoba in 1980. She was employed as a 
Speech Language Pathologist by school divisions within the City of 
Winnipeg from 1980 to 1989. 

Val Minaker Ell/hag 

Valerie moved to Ontario in 
1989 and settled in the City of 
St. Catharines. She has contin
ued her professional career in 
the Region of Niagara. 

As one would expect, 
Valerie has been an active 
memberofherprofessional as
sociations and has dedicated 
herself to helping the commu
nicatively impaired. She has 
made many contributions to 
both provincial and national 
associations. 

Gerald Earl graduated from the National Institute of Broad
casting and worked as a radio announcer with CFRY Portage La 
Prairie and CKY Winnipeg. 

In 1985, Gerry married Cynthia Bazarkewich of Winnipeg. They 
moved onto NE 27-11-1 W. Gerry continues to farm with his father 
and brothers. In addition to his farming career, Gerry has developed 
an interest in sales. He has become a partner with Ranger Unicity 
Insurance Brokers. Gerry and Cyndi have two children, a daughter, 
Melissa, and a son, Ryan. 

Ryan, Gerry, Melissa and Cyndi Minaker 
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George, Bob, Frank and Valerie received their education at 
Rosser Village School and Warren Collegiate. Gerry attended 
Rosser Village and Grosse Isle Elementary and then completed his 
education at Warren Collegiate. 

All members of the Minaker family have been involved in 
community affairs whether they remained within the Rosser Mu
nicipality or moved to other localities. Gerald has been a Councillor 
with the Rosser Municipality for 15 years. Margaret has been a 
member and active participant of the United Church Women, 
Women's Institute and Ladies Curling Club and other community
based committees. 

Gerald and Margaret are blessed with nine grandchildren: Rick, 
Rod, Joanne, Brian, Blake, Evan, Amy, Melissa and Ryan. They 
have enjoyed living in the Rossercommunity and continue to live on 
the same home place where Gerald grew up as a boy. 

- Margaret Minaker 

MINORGAN FAMILY HISTORY 

Among the early settlers of this district were the Minorgans. Mr. 
and Mrs. David Minorgan were lured here partly by the wonderful 
stories of cheap and fertile land but more strongly by the fact that 
Mrs. Minorgan's family had moved here. They came directly from 
Minneapolis and had never been on a farm before. The change from 
city life to this sparsely settled, unimproved part of the West had 
many hardships. 

They arrived in March, 1894 and moved onto the farm which they 
later sold to Mr. Robert Galbraith in 1909. There were six children: 
Russel, Maud, Florence, Arnold, Ralph and Ruth. All are deceased 
except Ruth. 

Russel was born in Ontario and went back east for a short time and 
then returned and worked as a clerk in Mr. Price's store. He had a 
very pleasant manner, so it was not surprising that he stayed with Mr. 
Price for 20 years. He married Minnie McDonald and they had two 
children, Gilbert and Kathleen. Mr. and Mrs. R. Minorgan later 
moved to Winnipeg and lived there until Mr. Minorgan died. 

Maud married George McFee. She was a faithful worker in the 
Ladies Aid and was greatly missed when she died in 1936. 

Florence married Fred Corbett and lived south of the old Corbett 
farm for a few years and then moved to Rosser. 

The other three children settled in British Columbia. 
- t(lkenji'onJ Rosser Ripples, updated by Anna Corbett 

VALENTINE MITCHELL 

Valentine Mitchell was born in Lansdowne, Ontario. As a young 
man he went to Oak Lake, Manitoba where he had a blacksmith 
shop; then, in 1898, he came to Rosser to start the first blacksmith's 
shop. 

His daughter, Martha, married Duncan McDonald, also from 
Oak Lake. They lived on SW 12-12-1W. 

His son, Robert, came with his family to Argyle, Manitoba in 
1905 and, in 1908, to Rosser to the Grisdale farm at 11-12-1 E. He had 
two daughters: Ruby, who married Wallace Childerhose, and Una, 
who taught school at West Rosser and East Rosser schools before 
her marriage to Hans Brownell in 1916. She lived in NovaScotiaand 
then in Windsor, Ontario where she passed away, in 1990, at the age 
of97. 

One son, Bill, went to the Peace River in Alberta, in 1916, to 
homestead as did his father and mother. Robert Mitchell passed 
away there in 1942, and his wife, years after, moved to Windsor to 
be with her daughter. She passed away there at the age of 98. 
Valentine Mitchell is buried at the Rosser Cemetery. 

- by great grand-daughter, Merle Dennis 



The better part of one's life consists of his 
fn·endships. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

RENE AND MURIEL MONCHALIN 

I came to the Rosser area in January, 1966. I was asked by Federal 
Grain to manage the Bergen elevator that had opened a few months 
earlier. In March, 1966 we had a big snow storm, Percy Hudson 
came with his tractor and dug a tunnel to get in and out of the 
elevator. 

In 1970 Federal added an 100,000 bushel annex to the elevator. 
We almost lost the facilities to a fire in the fall of 1971. Early in the 
morning, a passerby noticed flames on the west side of the annex. He 
woke William Chimuk, who lived across the road, and they man
aged to put out the fire. 

In the spring of 1972 Manitoba Pool bought Federal Grain Ltd. 
and I was asked to stay as manager at Bergen. We had good years 
there and handled a lot of grain, but the drawback was a 5-car spot 
so, in 1975, the Pool decided to build a new concrete high through
put elevator, with a 20-car spot and access. 

Muriel and I were born in Notre Dame de Lourdes, I bought grain 
for Federal while Muriel took care of our five children: Denis, Leo, 
Marc, Diane and Roger. After the school term, we moved to the 
Norwood district. A year later Louis was born. 

I travelled through the city to work all those years until 1980 
when we moved to Barker Boulevard in Charles wood. In 1987 we 
bought 80 acres from Mrs. Peterson and decided we would build a 
house in the Rosser area. We built the house and moved in on 
December 27, 1990. In March, 1992 I retired and now hobby farm 
at our present location. 

- Rene Monchalin 

Rene and Muriel Monchalin Family 

REG AND PAM MOODY 

On December 17, 1977 Reg and Pam Moody with their son Scott, 
age 2, and daughter Kari, age 3 months, packed the belongings of 
their St. James home and moved to the Lilyfield area of the RM of 
Rosser. Moving day saw a steady rain which only began once the 
furniture had been loaded on a friend's grain truck. Reg owned Reg 
Rent's, a construction equipment rental business. Pam worked for 
CIBC. Scott and Kari received the early part of their education in 
Stonewall. 

JAMES AND EILEEN MOORE 

I, Eileen (Hunter) Moore, worked as a bookkeeper/stenographer 
for four years at the Syndicate Farm managed by Eric Ander. I also 
worked in the Municipal Office at Rosser with Mrs. E.J. Burns until 
my marriage to Jas. A. Moore. He was the local grain buyer for N.M. 
Paterson -later moving to Balmoral where he carried on this service 
until 1968. 

Eileen and Jall/es Moore 

After Jim retired, we lived in the home we had built until 
September 1, 1990. Due to Jim's disability (he uses a walker to get 
around), we moved into Spruce Woods Place, the seniors' residence 
in Balmoral. 

The family members are all well. 
Bob had to take an early retirement from the CNR on April 30, 

1991 where he had worked since he was 16 years of age. Bob's 
daughter, Kim, is the office manager for Depres, Harland & Asso
ciates, Insurance and Surety Brokers, in Winnipeg. 

Pat has been living in British Columbia for several years, 
employed by CIBC in Merritt, and now in Kelowna. Her boys, Geoff 
and Jim, are both married and have no children. Geoff and Linda 
have recently moved to Edmonton where Linda is taking a two-year 
course to further her nursing abilities. Jim and Gail both work at 
Houston, British Columbia. Leanne, Pat's daughter, is now living 
with her in Kelowna. She is a hair dresser, but does part-time work 
in a dry goods store. 

Ken has done many kinds of work over the years, mostly in 
lumber and building products. For the past number of years he has 
worked for ALL-FAB - a building components company. His wife, 
Barbara, is an X-ray technician. They have a son, Stuart, and a 
daughter, Jodi-Rae. Stuart, who is 21, started a new job on February 
1, 1992. Jodi is 18 and completing her high school this year. 

Randal is employed by Hydro, living with his wife, Sharon, and 
their two sons, Jared and Joel. They are presently at Gillam, 
Manitoba. Sharon has been working as a teacher's helper. She spent 
last year furthering her education at The Pas. Their two sons are nine 
and seven years old. 

- Eileen Moore 

BERT AND BETTE MORIN 

Bert and Bette Morin came to the Rosser area as newlyweds in 
1956. They bought the John Hill farm, 35-11-2E, on Rosser Road 
from Mickey and Tom Bickerton. Bert kept about 25 head of cattle 
and a few horses and put up his own hay. Bette was a founding leader 
with the Rosser Heights 4-H Club. 

409 



Bette grew up in St. Vital and worked for Manitoba Pool 
Elevators. Bert was born in the Inwood area, served overseas with 
the Canadian Anny and later worked for the CNR. They have three 
daughters: Nancy, Karen and Leslee. Nancy and Karen started 
school at Shaughnessy Park. 

In 1969 they sold their farm to Amason Brothers and moved to 
Inwood where they purchased a small business consisting of the 
Shell Bulk Agent, gas pumps and a grocery store. While the girls 
were growing up, they were members, and Bette was a leader, of the 
local4-H Club. They all were involved with the figure skating club. 
The girls graduated from Teulon Collegiate. 

Nancy worked as a doctor's receptionist and married Phil 
Yakielashek of Narcisse. They live in Estevan, Saskatchewan where 
Phil is manager of the Toronto Dominion Bank. They have two sons, 
Todd and Brett. 

Karen attended Herzing Institute and became a medical secretary 
and is presently employed at the Health Sciences Centre. She 
married Neil Ellison of Teulon. They live in Winnipeg where Neil 
is a long distance truck driver. They have one daughter, Lauren. 

Leslee completed her training at Red River Community College 
as a commercial cook. She worked at her trade for a short time but 
changed her profession and is presently employed as an inspector at 
Standard Aero Ltd. She married Brian Willis of Teulon. They live 
in Winnipeg where Brian is employed as a diesel mechanic. 

Bert was involved with the sports club, a director of the hall board 
and is a member of St. Cecelia's Church. He curls and plays 
horseshoes. His latest hobby is with his horses and he can now be 
seen on the sulky, racing at our local tracks. 

Bette served for 22 years with the 4-H clubs and was on the figure 
skating committees, home and school and is presently on the hall 
board. She still finds time to judge at the local 4-H club and school 
science fairs. 

They are now retired and have lots of good memories of their start 
on Rosser Road where they made many lasting friendships. 

DEBRA MAE MORRISON 

I have resided in the Rural Municipality of Rosser for the last six 
years. I live on the ninth hole at Bel Acres Golf & Country Club 
which I own and operate along with my partner, Wray Taylor. For 
the last 21 years I have worked at the course and have been an owner 
the last 10 years. 

My family originates in Stonewall where I spent the first 33 years 
of my life. On July 13, 1991 my father, Neil, passed away leaving 
behind my mother, Jennie, my sister, Margaret-Ann, and two 
brothers, Brent and Glen. 

I was married on Saturday, August 22, 1992 to Peter Woywitka. 

MORRISON 

William Harold and Mabel Annie (Williams) 
William Harold Morrison's ancestors were descendants of the 

United Empire Loyalists who came to Ontario from the United 
States. William was born on June 3,1882 at Craighurst, Ontario. He 
received his education there. He worked for 17 years as a fireman 
and engineer on steamers, travelling from the Great Lakes to 
Montreal. Later on he worked up a business of his own, shipping 
lumber and potatoes from Barrie, Ontario to other parts of Canada. 

He came west in 1902 to work on his brother's fann, James 
Morrison of Lily field. He got off the CPR train at Bergen and walked 
to J. Taylor's farm where some men were working in the field and, 
after finding the directions, he walked to Jim Morrison's. 
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He returned to Ontario and met Mabel Annie Williams, of 
Craighurst, whom he married on April 23, 1907. Mabel was born 
June 12, 1886 and passed away June 14, 1945. 

It was not until 1919 that they returned to Manitoba and in June 
1919 bought the farm at Gordon, 14-12-1 E. The former owner wa~ 
a Mr. Bannerman of Winnipeg. While their new home, a two-storey 
house, was being built, Mr. and Mrs. Morrison and six of their 
children lived in granaries, finally moving into their new home that 
fall. 

William Harold allil Mahel Morrisoll 

Mr. and Mrs. Morrison had nine children. Blanche, the oldest, 
was born in Craighurst, Ontario. She received part of her education 
in the East, and the rest at Lilyfield School. She moved to Winnipeg 
and worked as a cook until her retirement. She still lives in Winnipeg. 

Horace, also born and educated in the East, worked on the farm 
until he went into a lumber business of his own at Dallas, Manitoba. 
He worked in the North until 1950 when he became sick and passed 
away June 10, 1950. 

Kent lives in East Rosser and James lives in Winnipeg. They 
have both written their own stories. 

Dorothy lives in Winnipeg. She married Dave Mitchell, the 
Manitoba PoofElevator buyer at Gordon. He passed away May 10, 
1987. Their one daughter, Sharon, married Bill Menheer. They have 
two children and live in Winnipeg. 

Charles lives at Gordon. 
Edith lived at Bissett, Manitoba and Red Lake, Ontario. She 

married John Robison of Gordon. Both are now deceased. They had 
two children and four grandchildren who all live at Red Lake, 
Ontario. 

Kathleen lives in Winnipeg. 
Arthur lives on the home farm at Gordon. His own story follows. 
Mr. Morrison was a member of the Manitoba Pool Elevators 

Board at Gordon. He also served on the East Rosser School Board. 
He passed away February 17, 1963. 

- Edith Morrison 

Kent and Helen (Buckle) 
I, Kent Harold Morrison, was born in June, 1910 at Craighurst, 

Ontario, the second son of Harold and Mabel Morrison. At the time 
father was a sailor on the Great Lakes. My mother had to raise the 
family mainly by herself for quite some time. In the spring of 19 I 9 
they decided to move to Manitoba. 

They bought 240 acres at Gordon. The first six months in Gordon 
we had to live in five grain bins while our house was being built. That 



was the year of the 1919 strike so it was very difficult to get I umber. 
We were, however, able to move into our new home before the cold 
weather set in. 

Our land was all prairie grass so we had a fellow move in to break 
it all up. He had what was called a Grey tractor. It used a large steel 
drum for the back wheels; a lot different than the rubber tired tractors 
of today. 

Our first crop was 80 acres offlax. The threshing outfit pulled into 
the yard one evening to thresh but the next morning everything was 
covered with six inches of snow. The crop remained in the field until 
spring. 

In 1922 a big cyclone hit the area with hail. We spent most of the 
night in the basement of the house as the wind and hail had broken 
nearly every window in the dwelling. I remember that night very 
well. Mother had all us kids up before the storm hit, but the hired man 
stayed in bed until the windows broke; then he ran without any 
clothes on for the basement where we were. I am sure he was very 
happy when the storm let up before daylight and he could get some 
clothes on. Our crop that year went about five bushels to the acre. 

There were five boys and four girls in our family. The older boys 
went to Lilyfield School and the three younger ones went to East 
Rosser. Both schools were three miles away. It was a long walk on 
a hot day. A little different than it is today when a bus picks you up 
at your driveway which is very nice if we can afford the taxes we pay. 
When I was very young I had to quit school in the summer months 
to work on the farm. 

In the 1930's, pigs were sold for $5.00 each. I can remember 
taking two wagon loads of potatoes to Winnipeg and selling them for 
15 cents a 90 pound bag. That was not enough to buy your dinner and 
feed for two horses so about 400 bushels of potatoes were dumped 
in the field. 

In 1936 I left the farm and went to Bissett, Manitoba to get work 
in the gold mines. Jobs were very hard to come by but after waiting 
about five months I got a job working underground. 

In September, 1937 I married Helen Buckle. I felt sorry for her 
father so I thought maybe I should help him out by taking her off his 
hands which I am sure made him very happy. I remember a short 
time after we were married, she got homesick and wanted to go back 
to her dad. I listened to this for a while and then one day I told her 
I would go down and get her a plane ticket and she could go to her 
dad. Well, I never heard anything more about going back to her dad. 

We had a very happy time in Bissett for 13 years but decided to 
go back to the farm in 1950. Moving back to the farm with my father 
did not work out so I got a job with the RM of Rosser and worked 
for them for 14 years. 

Linda Van De Walle. Helen. Jack. Kelll Morrison. Pat Hamilton 

Helen and I have three children: Patricia Helen, born 1941; Linda 
May, born 1944; and John Harold (Jack), born 1951. Each of them 
have submitted stories of their own. 

In 1953 Helen and I built a house on her father's fann and, in 
1966, we rented the fann from her father. After he died, we took over 
the farm operation from which we have done very well. We are still 
farming at the present time (1992) but, at 82 years of age, the work 
gets harder to do all the time. I think it is about time we called it quits. 

My hobby of the last few years has been woodworking. In 1990-
1991 I was a 4-H woodworking leader and many items I have built 
over the years are in homes in the community. I work at home much 
of the time and the coffee pot is always on; Helen and I enjoy visits 
with our many good friends. 

A neighbour of ours once said it's no wonder the Morrisons have 
no money, they are always pouring out the coffee for someone. But, 
as the years go by, we al ways keep the coffee pot full and our friends 
still come in. 

In 1992 part of our farm will be 100 years old since the Buckles 
bought it. Also, in September, 1992 Helen and I will celebrate our 
55th wedding anniversary. Plans are under way and we hope to see 
all of our friends and neighbours. 

- Kent Morrison 

Patricia and Alan Hamilton 
I was born Patricia Helen Morrison, eldest daughter of Helen and 

Kent Morrison, on March 3, 1941 at Bissett, Manitoba. The summer 
of 1950, when I was nine years old, we moved to my grandfather 
Morrison's farm at Gordon, Manitoba. 

Two years later, we moved to the old store at Gordon which was 
not in operation but had living quarters in the back. My sister, Linda, 
and I took up friendship with Bill and Peter Husak and many hours 
were spent in their company either herding their cows along the 
roadside or being mischievous and playing on top of the railroad 
cars. 

At this time my little brother, Jack, was coming out of the baby 
stage and I loved to mother him. Many summer days he spent in the 
carrier of my bike touring around the countryside. One day, when we 
were not on the bike, I decided to make a scarecrow. Jack was sitting 
on the ground beside me and I had gathered a hammer, some nails 
and boards. While I was busy hammering, Jack crawled up behind 
me and caught the upswing of the hammer on the bridge of his nose. 
He just toppled over. I thought I had surely killed him as it was some 
moments before he started to cry! 

Dad started building us a house on my grandfather Buckle's farm 
near East Rosser School and once more we moved. Grandpa and I 
spent a lot of time doing the farm chores and working together. One 
summer, Grandpa thought he should hire a young fellow to help with 
the field work and haying. I was a little upset that my position was 
given to someone else but the young fellow was tall, dark and 
handsome. It wasn't long before there were two of us riding on the 
mower and tractor. The following summer there was no young 
fellow. 

My Grandpa Buckle was a very special person to me. He had a big 
influence on my teen and future years. I never heard him raise his 
voice in anger no matter what went wrong and he displayed a lot of 
patience. I later married a man with these same qualities. 

While living on the farm, Dad helped with chores and the cows. 
One evening a cow had given birth in the pasture. It had started to 
rain so Dad went out to bring the cow and her new calf into the barn. 
Jack went with him. I was helping Mom but something told me to go 
and catch up with them. Dad had a stick which hewas using to prod 
the cow along. Jack, then about five, also had a stick and whenever 
Dad prodded the cow he poked the calf. The cow was nervous about 
this and turned and knocked him to the ground. Dad tried to throw 
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the cow but slipped and fell on the wet grass. The cow then turned 
on him. I grabbed Jack, threw him over the fence, then grabbed the 
calf by the tail and started to swing it around until the cow left Dad 
and chased me. I ran for my life. The school board was meeting at 
the East Rosser School and I ran there for help. When the members 
finally figured out what this breathless person was trying to tell 
them, they all ran out and jumped into their cars and sped off, leaving 
me to walk home. I finally arrived home, shoeless because I had lost 
them in the run, to find that they had taken Dad to the hospital. To 
our great relief, everything turned out ok and I received the Eaton 
Good Deed award. 

I attended Rosser School for Grades 9 to 11. I was a member of 
the United Church Youth Group and became a member of the church 
in 1957. I was in 4-H and it played an important part in my life. I held 
many offices including the presidency. Sewing was a project taken 
by most girls. Jean Mulligan and Doris Beachell were leaders of the 
club and they always had baked bread, peanut butter and jam waiting 
when we arrived. I attended the 4-H camp at Gimli in 1958 and 
participated in most 4-H rallies. Public speaking became a serious 
activity, and I competed at club and district levels as well as at the 
Music Festival which was held each year in Stonewall. During my 
eleventh grade at school, I was chosen to attend the United Nations 
Seminar at the University of Manitoba. 

After completing Grade 11, I attended United College in Winnipeg 
for Grade 12. At the end of the year I secured employment with 
Investors Syndicate. I studied accounting and was promoted to the 
accounting department. 

In 1963 I met Alan Hamilton, son of George and Winnifred 
Hamilton ofW arren, Manitoba. We were married the following year 
and moved to a farm at Argyle. Our marriage blossomed and we 
produced four lovely children from this union. Colleen, our first born, 
attended Argyle Elementary and Stonewall Collegiate. She fur
thered her education at Brandon University and University of 
Alberta. She specializes in teaching the hearing impaired. She 
moved to Brandon and man'ied Rob Dick of Killarney, Manitoba. 
Second born was son Ross. His life came to a tragic end on August 
6, 1987 at the age of 20 when he was accidentally killed in a car 
accident. Sharron arrived third in the line and attended Warren 
Elementary and Warren Collegiate. After studying fashion mer
chandising and design, she entered St. Boniface School of Nursing 
and graduated in 1991 as a Registered Nurse. At the present time, 
Sharron is employed at Brandon General Hospital. MerriIee is the 
youngest daughter and she also attended Warren Elementary and 
Warren Collegiate. She is presently attending Brandon University, 
studying education. 

While Alan and I ran kids to their activities in 4-H, Sunday 
school, music lessons, etc., I also took a job at the Esso Bulk Plant 
in Stonewall. Eventually, the agent retired and Alan and I applied for 
the position. In August, 1983 we started operating the business and 
continue to do so at the present time. 

After Ross's sudden death in 1987, I started preserving flowers 
as a hobby. The hobby flourished and, in 1989, I started operating a 
business called Captured Moments out of my basement with con
siderable success. 

- Pat Morrison 

Linda and Andre Van De Walle 
Andre was born on November 2, 1947 at St. Alphonse, Manitoba, 

the fifth child of six born to Rene and Irene Van De Walle. They both 
immigrated to Canada from Belgium as young children with their 
parents in 1914 and 1918 respectively. 

After attending the University of Manitoba for one year, and 
spending a year in the work force, Andre attended Red River 
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Community College in 1969 and graduated in 1971 with a diploma 
in Survey Technology. After graduating he started working for 
Flower and Beattie Land Surveyors where he met Linda. 

Linda was born on July 2, 1944 in Bissett, Manitoba and is the 
second daughter of Kent and Helen Morrison. After Grade 11 Linda 
went into the work force. 

Linda and Andre were married in 1973 and lived the first year in 
Grandpa Buckle's house and, in 1974, built their own house at their 
present location. After marrying, Andre and Linda both worked for 
Pollock and Wright Land Surveyors. Linda left in 1976 and started 
working for the RM of Rosser in January, 1977 where she is still 
employed as Assistant Secretary-Treasurer. Andre left Pollock and 
Wright in 1983 to start his own survey finn named Andre Van De 
Walle Land Surveyors. 

Andre and Linda have three children: Bret, born October 2, 1969; 
Cindy, born November 29, 1974; and Dean, born January 22, 1976. 
All three children attended Rosser Elementary School, Grosse Isle 
Elementary School and Warren Collegiate. All three completed 
their high school education at Athol Murray College of Notre Dame 
in Wilcox, Saskatchewan. All three children are planning to com
plete college or university education. 

Bret, Cindy and Dean are all sports enthusiasts. Bret is either 
playing hockey or watching it and has also played soccer and 
baseball. Cindy plays on the travelling senior basketball team, as 
well as baseball, rugby and soccer. Dean plays hockey, soccer and 
baseball. 

Andre and Linda enjoy working on their home grounds, travel
ling with each of their childrens' sports and spend considerable time 
on volunteer organizations. Linda has spent many years involved in 
4-H, Treasurer of Rosser United Church, Treasurer of Warren Minor 
Hockey, Secretary-Treasurer of Winnipeg Additional Zone Mu
nicipal Association and Secretary of the Interlake Sports Develop
ment Association. 

Andre has coached minor hockey in Warren and spent five years 
as President of Warren Minor hockey, one year as Vice-President 
and four years as President of the Interlake Minor Hockey Council. 
Andre sat on the Interlake Sports Development Association Board, 

Back Row: Dean, Bre!, 
Fron!: Andre, Linda and Cindy Van De Walle 



and is an officer of the Manitoba Amateur Hockey Association. He 
has also worked on various committees for the Association of 
Manitoba Land Surveyors. 

Most any day in the summer you will find Andre and Linda 
working in their yard and garden. 

John (Jack) Morrison 
I, John, first attended school at East Rosser. My most common 

memories were of being the only one in Grade One and, rather than 
using notebooks for class, I spent much of my time printing or 
working on a blackboard. Mrs. Corbett was my first teacher. With 
school very close to home I would go home for lunch and return for 
afternoon classes. In the second year, Gary Johnson came to attend 
the same class as myself and now, with two of us in Grade Two, 
notebooks and working at our desks was more the schedule for the 
day. 

When I reached Grade Four, I attended Rosser Scool and will 
always remember my uncle, Charlie Morrison, picking up me as 
well as five others and driving us to school and picking us up for the 
return home. Now in a larger school and with more students, school 
required several changes from what my first years were like. For 
Grades Nine through Twelve, I attended Warren Collegiate and, with 
30 students in the classroom, it was a major change from earlier 
years. 

After graduating I attended Red River Community Collage and 
received training in electronics servicing. After completing the 
course, I worked for an electronics service company in Winnipeg as 
technician, service manager and then finally bought the company 
and operated it myself for 17 years. 

I had met and dated Sheila Jones while in school and in 1972 we 
were married. We had lived for the first two years just outside of 
Winnipeg on the Sweetland farm at Little Mountain. We then 
returned to the family farm and lived in my grandfather's house. 
Living there, I was able to assist on the farm whenever possible. 

On September 19, 1980 Sarah-Jean Anne was born. Sheila also 
worked in the electronics company part time and we would take 
Sarah to work with us during the day. It was enjoyable to spend lunch 
hour with the baby while at work. 

Jack. Katie and Sarah Morrison 

In 1983 we built a new 
house on the family farm 
and our second daughter, 
Catherine Helen (K~ltie), 
was born. Building the new 
home was a very enjoyable 
experience. Friends were 
always available to help and 
almost every day was fun 
working on the house. One 
friend, Ian Pryce, would ride 
out with me from work on 
Friday, work on the house 
until dark, stay overnight 
and go back into work on 
Saturday. He would come 
out again after work on Sat
urday, work until after dark 
on the house and stay over 
to work all day Sunday too. 
His assistance will always 
be remembered in a very 
special way. Friends who 
are willing participants in 
personal endeavours have 
special places in the hearts 
of the people they help. 

Sarah and Katie have both attended school at Rosser. Sarah, now 
in Grade Four, goes to Grosse Isle School and Katie, by the time this 
book is published, will also be attending school at Grosse Isle. Katie 
is a great helper in planting the garden and doing chores for her 
grandmother and grandfather, Helen and Kent Morrison. Sarah is 
the family cook and homebody. It is not unusual to return from out 
in the field and find something new to taste for lunch or supper. Both 
children are very close to their grandparents and many good family 
times exist in their home and ours. 

In 1992 I began operating the family farm and, while I work away 
from home on a part-time basis, the farm is of primary concern. In 
April, 1992 part of the farm will have been in the family for 100 
years. I hope it will continue to be in operation for another 100 years. 

James J. and Annie (McBurney) 
I was born in January, 1913 the fourth child and third son of 

Harold and Mabel Morrison in Craighurst, Ontario. We moved west 
to Manitoba in 1919 to where the family farm was started at Gordon 
in the Rosser district. Our school was Lilyfield School, three miles 
east of the family farm. I worked on the family farm. 

In 1938 I graduated from Greer Diesel & Automotive College in 
Chicago, Illinois. I worked for Manitoba Highways Department in 
1939 at Bissett, Manitoba building roads through the mining district 
east of Bissett. I left in September of the same year when World War 
II broke out. 

I married Annie McB urney in August, 1940 and spent the first 
year in army service at Camp Shilo with the Royal Canadian 
Electrical Mechanical Engineers and then to Kingston, Ontario to 
complete my advanced army training. I went overseas to England 
where I spent the next year and a half as an instructor on heavy tanks. 
I went on to the European war theatre, coming back to Canada in 
October, 1945. 

On arriving home, I worked as an auto mechanic until 1952 when 
I joined Trans Canada Airlines as an aircraft mechanic. I continued 
to work for the airlines as a certified aircraft technician for the next 
24 years, during which time TCA changed over to Air Canada. In 
1976 I went into retirement. 

During my working years Annie and I raised three children - one 
son and two daughters. William (Bill) followed the family tradition. 
He is employed as an aircraft inspector on aircraft overhaul with Air 
Canada. He is married and lives in Winnipeg with his wife and three 
daughters. Judith (JudO and her husband live in St. Albert, Alberta. 
They have two sons and operate a commercial glass business there. 
Janis and her husband live in Winnipeg. He is farming and operates 
a construction business, Janis is a sales representative for an air 
freight company. They have two daughters. 

After retirement from Air Canada, the Canadian Armed Forces 
kept me employed for the next six years, during each July and 
August, teaching army cadets target rifle shooting for the Prairie 
Region Army Cadet Rifle Corp. 

Annie and I have been married 52 years. We have seven grand 
children, five girls and two boys. 

Arthur R. and Edith (Buckley) 
Arthur R. Mon-ison, youngest son of William H. Morrison, was 

born in Winnipeg. He received his education at East Rosser and 
Lilyfield Schools. He worked on his father's farm and also worked 
helping his brother at Dallas during the winter months. He also 
worked on the construction of Highway No.6 in 1947. 

On October 25, 1946 he married Edith Buckley of Winnipeg. 
Edith's parents came from England and lived in Brooklands. They 
also owned property in Rosser Municipality. They moved to Win
nipeg later on and this is where Edith received her education and 
worked before being married. 
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Art and Edith lived with his father on the farm until 1950 when 
Art built his service station and garage on the highway at Gordon. 
Edith was Postmistress and Art was Assistant for three years. They 
had the first Postal Agency No. I in Manitoba at that time and then 
the box systems came into effect. 

They lived at the service station for two years, then moved back 
tothe farm to look after Art's father and work the farm. Arthired help 
to run the garage. In 1956 he sold the garage to Sid Bleet, of 
Winnipeg, but carried on doing repair work at the farm. 

In the winter of 1962 he built a scale model of a grain elevator. 
Then in 1963 he built his own elevator. It's grain capacity is 18,000 
bushels and is run by electricity. He also built his own machine shed 
in 1966. After his father passed away in 1963, Art inherited the fann. 
In 1967 he tore down the old family home and built a new house. 

Arthur and Edith took part in curling and bowling. They were also 
interested in 4-H with their two daughters, Cheryle and Sandra. 
Edith was a leader in the 4-H for 10 years. She belongs to Mount 
Lildon Women's Institute. 

Edith alld Art Morrisoll 

Art belonged to the Winnipeg Game and Fish Association for 
many years. He also took part in shooting competitions at the rifle 
range, winning many trophies. He enjoyed big game hunting with 
his friends. 

Back Roll': Edith. Cheriallllc. Cherylc. Russ. Salldra. DOli 
211d Roll': Art. lall 
FrOIll: Erill. DaIlIlY. Jercmy 
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Art and Edith belong to the Good Sam Trailer Club and do a lot 
of travelling and camping in summer and winter. 

Their daughters are married and both have built homes on the 
family faI111. Cheryle married Don McClure, from Stonewall, and 
Sandra married Rus Gowan, from Winnipeg, their stories appear 
separately. 

Cheryle and Donald McClure 
I, Chery Ie, am the eldest daughter of Edith and Art Morrison of 

Gordon, Manitoba. I received my education at East Rosser School, 
Rosser Elementary and Warren Collegiate from which I graduated 
in 1970. During my school years I was active in 4-H activities in the 
Rosser Heights 4-H Club and Rosser Light Horse and Pony 4-H 
Club.My main interest was in horses. I received my first horse when 
I was II years old but many more have followed since then. As 
children, my sister and I spent many hours riding and showing our 
horses at local events. Today our ribbons still hang in the rec room 
at home. 

After graduation I workecl at Investors Syndicate in Winnipeg 
and later took a diploma course in nursing at Red River Community 
College. I graduated from nursing in 1973 and went to work in 
Winnipeg. 

In 1973 I married Donald Richard McClure of Stonewall. Don is 
the second son of Anne and Richard McClure. He was employed by 
the CNR as a machinist's apprentice and completed that in 1974. 
Currently he is still employed at the CNR as a supervisor. He has 
many other interests and has taken courses at Red River Community 
College and the University of Manitoba. 

Our first child, Cherianne Edith, was born in 1976; the second, 
a boy, Ian Donald Arthur, came along in 1985; followed by another 
girl, Erin Blanche, in 1985. 

On OLlr small acreage we still keep our horses. All the children 
ride and compete at horse shows during the summer. Currently the 
two oldest children are in the Grosse Isle Bits and Bridles 4-H Club 
of which I am the head leader. Cheri anne competes in both English 
and Western shows and has reached Provincial Finals many times. 

Cheryle alld DOllald McClure Family 



I also take an active part in the Mount Lildon Women's Institute, 
the Stonewall District Health Care Board of Directors and the 
Canadian Western Horse Association Board of Directors. I am the 
CWHA's representative to the Manitoba Horse Council at the 
Manitoba Sports Federation. 

In my spare time I curl, read and do a bit of painting. One of my 
designs, entered in a competition, was chosen to be the official 
Rosser RM logo. I also own a home business, Crocus Equestrian 
Wear. This business deals with design and manufacture of English 
and Western clothing. Some of my designs appear in national 
competitions and are worn throughout the western provinces. An 
article was published in a Manitoba magazine about my business in 
1991. 

Don takes part in the Grosse Isle Mixed Bowling League. His 
other hobbies include woodworking and gardening. He builds 
jumps and other horse equipment, as a small business. 

Cherianne attends Grade 10 at Warren Collegiate and is active in 
other sports besides horses. She has played soccer in an international 
tournament and curls at Rosser in the Junior League. 

Ian is in Grade 6 at Grosse Isle Elementary and plays soccer and 
curls as well. 

Erin is in Grade I at Rosser Elementary School. 

Sandra and Russell Gowan 
Sandra is the youngest daughter of Art and Edith Morrison. She 

grew up on the family farm at Gordon and attended the local schools 
of Rosser, Grosse Isle and Warren. She received her Grade 12 
diploma in 1975. In 1977 she graduated from Red RiverCommunity 
College with a diploma in Biological Technology. 

After graduating from school, Sandra worked at Labatt's Brewery 
and United Grain Growers. In 1979 she started working as a seed 
analyst for Agriculture Canada. In 1981 she transferred to the Grain 
Research Laboratories, a division of the Canadian Grain Commis
sion. Since then she has worked as an Electrophoresis Research 
Technician doing varietal research on barley and wheat. She also has 
a small part-time business selling Aloette Cosmetics. Her hobbies 
include slow pitch baseball in the summer and curling in the winter. 

In 1979 she married Russell Gowan, son of Nell and Vern Gowan 
of Transcona. Rus was born in Winnipeg but spent part of his 
childhood living in Toronto. 

Rus started working for the Canadian National Railway in 1971. 
His present position is Servo Center Control Clerk at Symington 
Yard. Rus is also very busy helping Art on the family farm. He 
enjoys woodworking when he has the spare time. 

In 1985 Jeremy David was born and, in 1988, Daniel Steven 
was born. The family lives on the farm at Gordon. Jeremy attends 
Rosser School and Danny goes to a babysitter in Winnipeg during 
the day. 

MULLIGAN 

Arthur and Eliza (Judd) 
Arthur Mulligan, born in 1867, and Eliza Judd, born in 1878, 

were married at Thorne, Quebec. They came west in 1903 and 
settled near Poplar Point, Manitoba. In 1917, they purchased a farm 
at Rosserfrom Mr. Duncan McDonald, SW 12-12-lW. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mulligan were members of the Methodist Church 
which, in 1925, became the United Church. Arthur served on the 
Church Board and was a trustee of the Rosser Village School for a 
number of years. He was interested in politics and community 
affairs. Besides being an ardent fan at baseball games he much 
enjoyed a game of horseshoes on Recreation Night. As a special 
treat, he enjoyed the strawberry socials served by the local ladies. 

Mrs. Mulligan was a faithful member of the Rosser Ladies Aid 
and combined Missionary Society. She was also a member of the 
Home Economics Society. You could always find Eliza at the 
quilting bees, or washing dishes at the annual Fowl Supper. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mulligan had ten children: Wilburn Arthur; 
Frederick Albert; Kenneth Melvin; Violet, born 1903 at Thorne, 
Quebec, received her education at West Poplar Point School and 
married Orton Bergey in 1927 where her story is continued; Clarence 
James; twins, Pearl, born 1909 at Poplar Point, received her edu
cation at West Poplar Point School, Westfield No. 750 at Rosser, and 
the Rosser Village School, married Lester Bergey in 1933 where her 
story continues and Eve, born 1909, died 1911; Erwin, born 1911, 
died 1929; Gerald, born 1913, died 1915; and Marvin. 

Wilburn and Lucille (Minaker) 
Wilburn was born at Thorne, Quebec in 1897. He received his 

education at West Poplar Point School. He always enjoyed driving 
and training horses. He served in World War I from 1918 to 1919. 

In 1922, he rented a farm at Stony Mountain, NW 36-12-1 E, for 
a few years. 

In 1925, Wilburn married Lucille Minaker, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. D.A. Minaker of Rosser. They returned to Rosser in 1926 and 
purchased a farm from Miss Maude Hicks, 3-12-1 E. They went into 
the dairy business for 14 years and operated the Rosser Transfer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mulligan were members of the Rosser United 
Church and Wilburn served on the Church Board. He was a trustee 
of the East Rosser School for 28 years and a director of the Gordon 
Pool Elevator for 22 years. 

His favourite hobby was radio, having made his own crystal set 
in 1922. He received his amateur radio license in 1951. Amateur 
Radio field days were often held at their home. Wilburn and Lucille 
journeyed to Australia and New Zealand in 1959 to visit with 
amateur radio operators. At the advent of television, Wilburn 
became much in demand as a TV repairman. 

Mrs. Mulligan always enjoyed music and was the accompanist at 
the Christmas concerts and socials held in the East Rosser School for 
many years. 

Mr. Mulligan passed away on October27, 1971 and Mrs. Mulligan 
on August 4, 1992. 

- updated material/i'om Rosser Ripples 

Frederick Albert and Jean (Staryk) 
My husband Frederick Albert, second son of Arthur and Eliza 

Mulligan, was born on January I, 1899 in Thorne County, Quebec. 
Fred attended West Poplar Point School and Portage La Prairie 

Collegiate and, for a short time, taught school on a permit in 
Glenella, Manitoba. Later he spent a year in the United States 
repairing greenhouses. Returning to Manitoba he went on to building 
houses until the late twenties when he bought some property in 
Rosser Village on what is described now as Highway #221. There 
he operated a garage and bulk oil station for British American Oil. 
It is interesting to note here that British American Oil later became 
Gulf Oil and, at present, is Petro Canada. In addition to this business 
he hauled grain during harvest season. 

However, his main business was road gravel and in 1931 he 
originated, in conjunction with the Municipality of Rosser, a farm 
road gravel program as prior to this farm roads were not gravelled. 
The program worked in this manner: the municipality supplied the 
gravel from the municipal pit, paying for the loading, with the fanller 
paying the full price for the hauling of the first coat of gravel. The 
second coat, the farmers paid only half the cost of hauling. The third 
coat was free, the municipality paying this hauling cost. 

About this time I came into Fred's life. I was born in 1915 in 
Winnipeg, the eldest offour to John and Anna (de Illijow) Staryk of 
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Winnipeg. We were married in 1936 and had Helen Patricia and 
Floyd Allen. Both children received their education at Rosser 
Village School and the University of Manitoba. Floyd graduated from 
the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering in 1959. His own story 
follows this one. 

Fred and Jean Mulligan 

Helen married Charles John (Chuck) SavaofLethbridge, Alberta 
in 1958 and there were two children: Colleen Kimberley and Trevor 
Colin. In 1966 this family moved to Australia when Chuck joined 
Quantas Airlines. Colleen now is an administrator of Fairfield 
Hospital in Sydney and is married to Mark Glenn. On January 30, 
1992 their daughter, Emma Sue, was born. Trevor followed in his 
father's footsteps and is a pilot with an Australian domestic airline. 

In 1954 Fred and I, with Fred's brother, Wilburn, formed a 
company, Rosser Gravel and Sand Ltd., and operated this business 
until 1968 when, upon Fred's retirement, the company charter was 
dissolved. 

Fred passed away on April 28, 1988 and I still live here on 6-12-
I E where we moved in 1939. Following some advice of Fred's, I 
lived in Winnipeg for a year but, like a pair of old shoes, find more 
comfort in myoid home with many good friends and neighbours 
around. 

- Jean Mulligan 

Floyd and Anne (McIntosh) 
Floyd Allen, son of Fred and Jean Mulligan, was born on May 11, 

1938. He grew up in Rosser and graduated from Rosser Village High 
School in 1954. Enrolling at United College, now the University of 
Winnipeg, and the University of Manitoba, he graduated in 1959 
with a Bachelor's Degree in Mechanical Engineering. 

He started work with Swift Canadian in St. Boniface and worked 
in engineering and management positions in Chicago, Toronto and 
St. Boniface. Following additional career experiences at Celanese 
Canada in Edmonton and Ontario Hydro at the Bruce Nuclear Power 
Development near Port Elgin, Ontario, Floyd returned to Alberta in 
1982 to work in the tar sands industry in Fort McMurray. Floyd is 
now a manager with Trans-Alta Utilities at the Sundance Generating 
Plant, located 90 kilometres west of Edmonton. 

While living in Port Elgin, Floyd and Elizabeth Anne McIntosh 
met and were married in 1980. They have a daughter, Meghan Jean, 
and two sons, Robert John and Sean Alexander, and live in Spruce 
Grove, Alberta. 

While Floyd values the experience of growing up in Rosser and 
remembers all the many families and friends in the community, he 

416 

has enjoyed finding opportunities to live and work across Canada. 
- Floyd Mulligan 

Kenneth and Dorothy (Stoutenberg) 
Kenneth Melvin Mulligan was born on November 3, 1900 in 

Shawville, Quebec, the third son of the late Arthur and Eliza 
Mulligan. 

On October 29, 1932 he married Dorothy Stoutenberg. They 
farmed the family farm, SW 12-12-1 W, until March, 1969 when ill 
health forced his retirement. Ken and Dorothy built a new house just 
east of the old homestead in 1965. The farm was sold to their son, 
Dennis, and his wife, Olga. 

Kenny died on June 15,1972. 
Dorothy Stoutenberg was born in Tyvan, Saskatchewan. She 

moved with her parents to Emo. Ontario where her father, Marcus 
Stoutenberg, worked for five years in a saw mill. The family moved 
back to Tyvan in 1927 after spending the summer of 1927 doing farn1 
work at Rosser. 

Dorothy worked at Ernfold and Regina, in Saskatchewan, before 
returning to Warren and Rosser. She was employed for three and a 
half years by Eliza (Granny) Green and Lloyd and Irene Green until 
her marriage to Kenny. 

Together Kenny and Dorothy raised four children: Melvin Arthur, 
born August 18, 1933, married Doreen Green; Dennis Earl, born 
August 10, 1935, married Olga Magas; Gwendolyn Irene, born 
November 6, 1937, married Lloyd Kitching; Patricia Gail, born 
March 20, 1939, married Bill Blair. Three of the children still make 
their home at Rosser; Gwen and her husband live at Cannan. 

After Kenny's death, Dorothy sold their house to her grand
daughter, Betty, and her husband, Cam Munro. She then made her 
home in a mobile home on the family farm yard until December, 
1990 when she moved into a suite in the Manitoba Eastern Star 
Chalet in Winnipeg. Dorothy sold her mobile home to her grandson, 
Leonard, and his wife, Sharon. 

Together Ken and Dorothy enjoyed ten grandchildren. Dorothy 
enjoyed her ten great grandchildren. Dorothy passed away in Octo
ber, 1992. 

Kenneth and Dorothy Mulligan 011 their Dorothy Mulligan and great-grandson. 
35th Wedding Anni,·ersar.\' Christopher 

Friends, books, a cheerful heart, 
and conscience clear are the most 
choice companions we have here. 

WILLIAM MATHER 



Dennis and Olga (Magas) 
Dennis is the son of Kenneth and Dorothy Mulligan of Rosser. 

Olga is the daughter of Mike and Pauline Magas of Stony Mountain. 
Dennis and Olga were married on August 10, 1955. They have three 
children: Elizabeth Denise, who man'ied Cameron Munro; Kenneth 
Michael, married to Sharon Baldwin; and Leonard Roy, who 
married Sharon Temoshawski. 

Dennis and Olga farm on the family farm and enjoy their four 
grandchildren: Angela and Jeffrey Mulligan, and Ashley and Kaliegh 
Munro. 

Olga and Dennis Mulligan, Ken, Eli:abeth, Leonard 

Kenneth and Sharon (Baldwin) 
I, Kenneth Michael Mulligan, eldest son of Dennis and Olga 

Mulligan, was born on November 24, 1958. I attended Rosser 
School from Grade One to Grade Four and Grosse Isle School from 
Grade Five to Grade Eight. While attending WaITen Collegiate, I met 
my wife, Sharon, Sharon is the daughter of Ronald and Marian 
Baldwin from Warren. 

On June 10, 1978 Sharon and I were married at Sturgeon Creek 
United Church with the reception at Meadows Community Club. 
We settled into our new home on 130 acres of bald prairie, SE 2- I 2-
I W, which we purchased from my dad, After planting a few trees 
and some grass, the field soon resembled a yard site,just in time for 
Angela Denise's arrival on November 29, 1979, 

Angie is currently in Grade Seven at Grosse Isle School having 
completed Kindergarten at Warren Elementary School and Grade 
One to Three at Rosser Elementary School. She is a member of the 
Rosser 4-H Club, Rosser Junior Curling Club, Grosse Isle Girl's 
Baseball team and is currently taking her second year of piano 
lessons from Agatha Warkentin at Meadows. 

On January I, 1983 Angie's little brother, Jeffrey Kenneth, 
arrived right on schedule, Jeffrey was a member of the first Kinder
garten class taught at Rosser Elementary School in 1988 and is 
cUITently in Grade Three. He has been playing hockey at W<UTen for 
five years and baseball with the Grosse Isle boys team for two years, 
Jeff loves to farm and is a big help to Grandpa Mulligan and me. 

On March 9, 1984 our house was consumed by fire but, through 
the goodwill and help offamily, friends and neighbours, we rebuilt 
and in July, 1984 moved into our current home, 

I have fanned all my life, helping Dad with his grain and hog 
farming operation before settling on our own farm after Sharon and 
I were married. We currently own 600 acres of land and rent 700 

acres within the surrounding area. We have a mixed farming 
operation with cattle, hogs and grain fanning. We purchased one 
half of the old Rosser curling rink in 1980 to use as a shed for the 
cattle. 

I am currently serving my second year as president of the Rosser 
Community Club having served as vice-president in 1989. I helped 
organize and assisted with the construction of the expansion of the 
community centre in 1989, I am a member of the Rosser Volunteer 
Fire Department, Rosser Men's Curling Club and the Rosser 
Community Club. I coach Jeffrey's hockey team in Warren and 
helped coach Angie's baseball team in Grosse Isle. The past couple 
of years I also served as caretaker and icemaker for the Rosser 
Curling Club, 

Sharon, Ken 
Jetf'(lIId Angie Mulligan 

Sharon has been employed at Red River Community College for 
the past ten years where she currently holds the title of Assistant 
Director of Admissions and Registration. She has served as secre
tary of the Rosser Ladies' Curling Club for the last few years where 
she has enjoyed curling since 1978, as well as being a member of the 
Rosser Community Club. 

Clarence and Clara (Lovberg) 
Clarence, born in Poplar Point in 1905, received his education at 

West Poplar Point School and Westfield No, 750 in Rosser village. 
In 1939, he married Clara Lovberg of Canwood, Saskatchewan. 

They resided on their farm, 1-12-1 W, at Rosser, Manitoba. They had 
one son, Keith, who was born in 1949. He received his education at 
Rosser Village School and Warren Collegiate. Keith moved to 
Thompson in 1967 where he was employed by Inco. Keith married 
Lyana Letourneau on November 4, 1978. 

Clarence passed away in 1991, Clara still resides in their Rosser 
home. 

- updated l7laterialfi'om Rosser Ripples 

Marvin and Audrey Mulligan 
Marvin and Audrey raised a family offive children who all took 

their elementary schooling at Poplar Point and later took their high 
school in Portage La Prairie, 
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Calvin obtained his degree in Agriculture at the University of 
Manitoba. He also took a year of Education in Brandon. Following 
this he taught at Warren. He married Joan Pauls of Manitou in 1975. 
They lived at Stonewall and both worked in Winnipeg. In 1983 they 
moved to Regina and are presently employed by the Saskatchewan 
government. Calvin and Joan have three children: Erin, II, Ashlee, 
10, and Ryan, 5. 

Ruth obtained her degree in Education at the University of 
Manitoba and later taught school at Rosser, Stonewall and Portage 
La Prairie. In 1979 she married Nick Peters of Edwin who is 
employed at Woodstone Industries in Portage. Ruth and Nick live at 
Poplar Point and have three children: Allison, 9, Eric, 6, and 
Andrew, 4. They are all involved in community and church activities. 
Ruth continues to teach part-time. 

Les moved to Saskatchewan in 1970 and worked as a salesman 
in Melville, Estevan and Regina. In 1975 he married Bea Dohms of 
Melville. They moved to Regina where they presently live. Bea is 
employed as a pharmacist. They have two children: Richard. 9, and 
Karen, 6. 

Gordon, after leaving school, began farming with his dad. He 
now operates a cattle and grain operation, working his dad's fann as 
well as his own. 

Donna, after high school, took a course in accountancy and, later, 
worked in a bank then at a travel agency. At present she is employed 
as an accountant. In 1975 she married Robert Graefer of Portage la 
Prairie who is presently working at Mac Don Industries. They have 
two children: Justin, 5, and Michael, 2. 

Marvin's health restricted his activities but he enjoyed the 
fellowship of family and friends until his death on June 6, 1992. 
Audrey continues to live on the farm. 

MUNRO HISTORY 

Fairley James and Minerva (Witmer) 
Fairley James Munro was born in 1880 and raised on a farm near 

Clifford, County of Huron, Ontario and came west in 1907 settling 
on a farm in the West Rosser district, NE 12-II-IW. An older 
brother, John, had come west to this spot the year before. They 
stayed together until 1908 when John and his family moved to a farm 
near Moosomin, Saskatchewan and James took over the homestead 
at Rosser. 

In 1909 James married Minerva Witmer of Clifford, Ontario. 
They had three children: Ethel, Arnold and Margaret. They were 
born during the ten years they lived on this farm. In 1919 the family 
moved to a new location, NW 3-12-1 W, just west of West Rosser 
School, and lived for a couple of months in a granary while their two 
storey house was being built. They carried on with mixed farming 
and added three more daughters and a son to their family: Marjorie, 
Gladys, Jessie and Jack. 

Minerva was a good seamstress and made most of their clothes 
and, for some years, boarded the school teacher. James served some 
years as trustee on the local school board. The highlights of the 
school years were the Christmas concerts and the school picnics held 
the end of June usually joining Rosser and Grosse Isle at either 
school for a day of drills, races and baseball. 

The children were members of the Rosser Swine Club, organized 
by Mr. C. James and Henry Steeves, and they raised pigs to show in 
the fall. Through the Extension Service, Department of Agriculture, 
Mrs. Percy Beachell taught a needlework class and exhibits were 
judged. Mrs. Arthur Beachell came to judge the 3 x 3 foot vegetable 
plots. There were always lots of chores to do on the farm. 

During the winter at West Rosser, each neighbour took a turn 
hosting a house party where they learned to square dance. They 
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sometimes went to skate at the rink in Percy Beachell's yard and, in 
the spring, they skated on the ice in the ditches. Sunday evenings 
they would meet at a neighbour's and play baseball. They attended 
Sunday school in the church in Rosser Village. One summer, Mr. 
Bergey had Sunday School classes in the West Rosser school. 

The fall of 1934 found the family moving to a half-section 
situated southwest of Argyle, partly wooded, so they had their 
winter's fuel supply. On completing school at Brant Argyle Consoli
dated, they went their separate ways. 

James and Minerva retired to Warren from the farm in 1948. He 
died in 1955 and she in 1971. 

JOllies MIII/ro Falllilv 
Jessie. Mmjoric. Jalllcs and MinC/"m. Ethel. Gladvs 
Arnold and Jack . 

Ethel married Joe Smith in 1939 and they live in Warren. Their 
daughter, Joan, lives and works in Winnipeg. She was married in 
1968 to Ray Balbon and they have a son, Jason. 

Arnold married Eileen Foulds in 1946 and they live in Warren. 
Their children are Cameron and Brett. Cameron married Betty 
Mulligan in 1977. They live at Rosser and have two daughters, 
Ashley and Kaleigh. Brett and Carrie Lillies live in Woodlands. 

Margaret passed away in 1935 while living at Argyle. 
Marjorie married Ray Hamilton in 1941 and they lived on the 

family farm at Warren. He died in 1962. Their children are Grant and 
Valerie. Grant married Bonnie Beachell in 1972. They farm at 
Warren and have two daughters, Lynn and Dawn. Valerie lives and 
works in Winnipeg and, in 1972, was married to Rex Keating. 

Gladys joined the navy during the war and later moved to 
California. She was married to Richard Kipp in 1972 and they lived 
in Santa Paula until her death in 1988. 

Jessie married Keith Baldwin in 1945 and, in 1956, they moved 
to California. Theirchildren are Trevor and Gail, both born while the 
family lived at Warren. Trevor married Vivian Penick in 1971 and 
they live in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Gail married Sergio Orona in 1979 
and they live in Walnut, California with their children, Christian and 
Elizabeth. 

Jack is married to Bernice Anderson. Their story follows. 
- Mmjorie Hamilton 

Jack and Bernice (Anderson) 
Jack Munro was born in March, 1926, the youngest son of James 

and Minerva Munro. They lived on the fann at West Rosser now 
occupied by the Bill Blair family. In 1934 the Munro family moved 
to Argyle and Jack continued his education at Argyle School. In 
1944 he joined the Canadian Anny 131 Infantry Battalion and, on his 
discharge in 1946, joined the working force. He spent two winters 
at the mines in Flin Flon and on a hydro project at Parkdale with Dan 
Childerhose. The winter of 1949-1950 he was attached to the U.S. 
military base at Churchill. 



In June, 1951 Jack married Bernice, the eldest daughter of Elmer 
and Anna Anderson of the Gordon district. They purchased the farm 
situated on 1-12-1E through the VLA and worked together with 
Bernice's parents. 

The house they moved into had been built by Wilfred Oades in the 
twenties. Aside from the house there was only a garage, one granary 
and an old barn so, through the years, buildings were put up as the 
need arose. One of the first buildings put up was a henhouse; in 1958 
a larger one was built and they went into the production of eggs. The 
egg contract with the Manitoba Egg Marketing Board was sold in 
1989 after 37 years in the business. 

More land was purchased over the years, increasing the size of the 
farm to 520 acres from the original 160 acres. In 1962 Manitoba 
Hydro purchased some of the land for a transmission line at a price 
of$150.00 an acre and, in 1970, they bought additional land for more 
lines, three lines at present. A new home was built in 1966 and the 
older home moved to the farm of Mr. and Mrs. Whiteford at Warren. 

The first tractor on the Munro farm was a used John Deere model 
"D" which was traded in the following year on a new 1952 John 
Deere AR purchased from Edgar Riddell of Warren. They still have 
the AR but the main tractor now is a4-wheel drive John Deere 8640, 
quite a contrast from the "AR" in size and power. Jack has also 
changed the method of seeding with the purchase of an air seeder, in 
1989, a great improvement over the three discers as far as moving 
over railroad tracks and into fields. 

Jack and Bernice continued to work with Elmer and Anna 
Anderson until 1978 when the elder Andersons decided to retire. 
Jack has been involved with the Gordon Pool Elevator organization 
as a board member for many years and was a Pool delegate for a 
number of years before the elevator closed. Bernice continues to be 
a member of Mount Lildon Women's Institute. They also take part 
in Swedish organizations. 

The Jack Munro family now numbers twelve, with three children 
and five grandchildren. 

Jack alld Bemice MlIllro Family 

Vivian, the eldest, was born in December, 1954. She took grades 
one and two at East Rosser School, with Mrs. Bertha Norberg as 
teacher, after which the school was closed. She went to Rosser and 
Warren for the rest of her education. She belonged to the Rosser 
Heights 4-H Club and the Rosser Light Horse and Pony Club. She 
went on to the University of Manitoba where she took degree 
courses in science and agriculture. In August, 1978 she married Paul 
Schneider of Lockport and moved to Saskatoon for four years while 
Paul took up veterinary medicine. In 1982 they moved back to 
Manitoba, settling in St. Pierre. At present, Paul is employed as a 
veterinarian consultant with Regal Feeds of Otterburne. They have 
four children: Christopher, Jennifer, Janelle and Stefan. Vivian 

returned to the University of Manitoba getting her Masters in 
Business Administration over a five year program and graduated in 
1990. She had worked for five years with Monsanto in Saskatch
ewan and Manitoba. 

Allan was born in April, 1957 and attended school at Rosser, 
Grosse Isle and Warren. In 1975 he enrolled at Red River College 
and took a diesel mechanics course. He worked for a time with 
Powell Equipment and Schreyer Equipment but decided he wanted 
to stay home and help on the farm. In his younger years, he played 
some hockey with the Rosserteam and enjoyed riding his snowmobile 
and motorcycle. He was also a member of the Rosser Heights 4-H 
Club for a short time. In November, 1982 he married Lisa Phillips 
of Winnipeg. They have one daughter, Leslie. At the present time, 
they are residing at Richer, Manitoba. Allan has his own highway 
tractor unit so is away a lot on long hauls but still finds time to play 
the odd game of hockey and spend time with his family. 

Ken was born in September, 1964. He also attended school at 
Rosser, Grosse Isle and Warren. He has chosen to stay on the farm 
and is renting land and working with his father. He has his class one 
licence and drives transport trucks part-time as a spare driver. His 
special off-farm interests are in curling. He belongs to the Rosser 
Curling Club and the Assiniboine Memorial Curling Club, curling 
three times a week as well as the many bonspiels. He also enjoys golf 
and playing pool with his friends. 

WILLIAM AND MARY MURISON 

William Murison was born in Aberdeenshire, Scotland on April 
14, 1899. He came to Canada in 1914, worked in Winnipeg and 
Calgary, returned to Winnipeg in 1930 and started farming in the 
Gerry District. 

Mary (Molly) Murison was born in Melrose, Scotland on August 
19, 1904, came to Canada with her family in 1909 and lived on a farm 
near Neepawa. She attended Neepawa School and later, the University 
of Manitoba. She taught school in various parts of Manitoba starting 
at Waterhen, then Makinak, Rathwell and later Gerry School where 
she met Bill. They were married on November 7, 1942 and started 
farming at Gordon where their two sons were born. In 1949 they 
moved to a farm near Warren. Mary taught Sunday School, attended 
United Church Women's Group, Women's Institute and enjoyed 
holding the Grandmothers' Tea at her home. 

Ross was born May 27, 1945 and Gordon on December I, 1946. 
Both boys attended Warren Collegiate and then the University of 
Manitoba. While living at Warren they were involved in sports and 
4-H Beef Club. 

On November21, 1965, the Murison home was destroyed by fire. 
They would, again, like to express their sincere appreciation for all 
the kindness received from their neighbours, the Women's Institute 
and the Warren district. The Murisons moved to Winnipeg and 
Molly worked for five years with the Film Censor Board. Bill passed 
away on November 12, 1989 and Molly moved to a suite in the 
Courts of St. James. 

The boys completed university, obtaining their degrees and 
began teaching high school. Ross taught at Virden, Warren and 
Stonewall and then obtained his Doctorate and is' now principal at 
Elm Creek School. He married Esther Moerman of Warren and they 
now have five children: Kathryn, Scott, Karen, Michael and Geoffrey. 

Gordon taught high school in Killarney and Winnipeg (Daniel 
McIntyre/Gordon Bell). He became Assistant Superintendent of 
Education for the Department of Indian Affairs. He then moved on 
to computer sales and is presently working at Tronica Computer 
Centre. He married Diane Wilson of Warren and they now have two 
children, David and Tracey. 
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MURPHY HISTORY 

William H. and Ellen (Robison) 
William H. Murphy, born in Clinton, Ontario, moved to Edinburg, 

North Dakota as a young man. There he met and married Ellen 
Robison of Milton, North Dakota. 

In 1908 William and Ellen moved to Manitoba, about two and a 
half miles west of Gordon on Section 23, the farm currently owned 
by Addie Murphy. Their first summer was spent in a converted 
granary while the land was broken. In the fall they moved to 
Winnipeg and were involved in various enterprises before resuming 
farming. Upon return, they resided in the house presently owned by 
Bill Galbraith and worked their Gordon farm from there. 

In 1920 William bought another 480 acres of land known as "the 
Old Tyler Place" from S. Tyler. Situated on the farm on 28-12-IE 
was an English-style home built in 1903. George, one of William 
and Ellen's sons, and his wife, Mmjorie, currently reside in the old 
farmhouse. In 1932 an additional 240 acres were bought from Great 
West Permanent. 

Over the years William and Ellen had ten children: Elsie; Mar
guerite, deceased; Harry, deceased; Mabel; Marion; Helen; George; 
Kenneth, killed in action during World War II; Alice; and Douglas, 
who died at the age of nine. 

In 1944, William and Ellen retired to Winnipeg and George took 
over the operation of the farm. 

William passed away in 1953 at age 86 and Ellen passed away in 
1981, living to the ripe old age of 99. 

Harry and Addie (Filax) 
Harry was born in North Dakota and came to the Winnipeg area 

with his parents, his sister, Elsie McLeod. and Marguerite A vison. 
He started school at East Rosser when the family lived where Bill 
and Muriel Galbraith now live. Then he attended Grosse Isle when 
they moved to that district. 

His father, William Murphy. purchased 240 acres where the 
family lived. In 1934 Harry took over the mortgage on 23-12-1 E 
which amounted to the actual value of the land at that time. In 1944. 
the mortgage was cleared off after much hard work as well as coping 
with disasters such as grasshoppers, drought and floods that befell 
the farm community. To make ends meet. Harry worked off the farm 
at McDonald Dure Lumber Company, Westeel and as a shipper at 
T. Eaton Co. 

Harry married Addie Anna Filax, a registered nurse at the Health 
Science Centre, on September 30, 1941. They had two children, 
Patrick Dennis and Lynda Ellen Ruth. They both attended East 

Harry and Addie Murphy 
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Rosser and Warren Collegiate 
and both graduated from the 
University of Manitoba. Patrick 
in engineering. Lynda in 
teaching. 

Patrick is presently living 
with his wife. Sandra. and their 
family of two boys. in the 
United States. He is an execu
tive with Ingersoll-Rand. In the 
course of his world travels. 
Patrick returns fairly regularly 
to visit mother. sister and 
family, and. of course. the 
family farm. His family joins 
him occasionally on these visits. 

Craig. Pal, Sandi. and Kirk Murphl' 

Lynda married Charlie de Laroque of Argyle in 1968. They 
farmed for a short time and then worked at various endeavours. In 
1976 they took over Warren Tire in Warren. Manitoba. They still 
reside in Argyle. Their children are: Ed. who works in the family 
business, Donnie and Cathy who both attend Brant Argyle school. 

Harry loved his home and family and passed away on January 21, 
1987. 

George and Marjorie (Piercy) 
In 1945. shortly after taking over the family farm from his father. 

George married Marjorie Piercy of Stony Mountain. Just before her 
marriage. Marge had served in World War II as a Corporal in the 
RCAF. Women's Division. George and Marge had one son, William 
Kenneth (Bill). born April, 1953. 

Jack Stewart. Marge's nephew. came to work on the farm in the 
summer of 1957 and has continued to reside with them ever since. 
Over the years George and Marge have been members of various 
community groups. Presently. Marge is a steward of the Grosse Isle 
United Church and is an active member of the Women's Institute. 
Both are members of the Grosse Isle Recreation Centre. George 
drove the school van while attending school and continued - with 
progressively changing types of school transportation - until age 65 
when he finally retired. In 1991 George started renting the farm to 
his son, Bill. and now has time to tinker with the antique tractors that 
he has been collecting over the years. 

William K. and Kathryn (McDonnell) 
Bill started farming with his dad in 1973 upon graduating from 

the Agricultural Diploma course at the University of Manitoba. In 
1977, he married Kathryn McDonnell of Warren and took up 
residence in a mobile home on the homesite. Bill added to the farm 
in 1979 with the purchase of 125 acres ofland from Bettie Ridgeway. 

Kathryn graduated from the University of Manitoba with a 
Bachelor of Education degree in the spring of 1978. Upon gradua
tion she obtained employment with the Interlake School Division. 
With the exception of a few years off for maternity leave she has 
continued to teach and is currently employed at Stonewall Centennial 
School. 

Bill and Kathryn have two boys: Shayne Michael. born July 2. 
1980, is presently attending Warren Elementary School and Mat
thew William, born May 20, 1987. started Kindergarten at Rosser 
School in the fall of 1992. Shayne is very active in hockey and 
baseball. 

In July. 1985 Bill and Kathryn started construction on a new 
home. close to the old farmsite. and moved in in May. 1986. 

This is a brief history offour generations of Murphy families who 
have lived on the family farm. 

- Kathyrn Murphy 



Marion and Gerald McClintock 
My parents, Mr. & Mrs. W.H. Murphy, came to reside on a farm 

at Grosse Isle in 1920. They raised a family often children of which 
I am the fifth. 

I lived at home on the farm and went to the Grosse Isle Consolidated 
School and received my Grade XI education there. 

I later moved to Winnipeg and worked for the T. Eaton Co. In 
1942, I joined the Canadian Women's Army Corps and was posted 
to Vermillion, Alberta where I took my basic training. 

In 1944 I married Gerald McClintock. We have three children, 
two sons and one daughter. 

Our oldest, Gerald, presently lives in Vancouver and has two 
children, Andrea and Daniel. Our daughter, Catherine, married James 
Dixon and they have two sons, Mark and Keith. They live in 
Winnipeg. Our youngest son, Kenneth, married Valerie Huard. They 
and their three daughters, Lauren, Brenna and Amy, live in Montreal. 

My husband, Gerry, and I live in Elmwood community in 
Winnipeg and are enjoying our retirement. 

With regards, Marion McClintock 

Helen and Harry Sims 
My parents, Mr. and Mrs. W.H. Murphy, came to a farm in the 

Grosse Isle district in 1920. They raised a family of ten children of 
which I was the sixth. The farm is still in the Murphy hands, as 
George, my brother, took over the running of the farm when my 
parents retired. George and his son, Bill, farm it together. 

I received my education at the Grosse Isle Consolidated School 
and remained at home with my parents until my marriage in 1939 to 
Harry Sims of Stonewall. World War II had broken out and, in 
August of 1939, Harry joined up with the Queen's Own Cameron 
Highlanders, 2nd Division. They were shipped overseas in the fall 
of 1940 and returned five years later. Three months after he left our 
daughter, Harriett Elaine, was born so it was really something when 
he saw her for the first time. Harry remained in the service for two 
more years. Work was hard to get and we moved several times. Our 
son, Reginald, was born in 1949 at Sioux Lookout, Ontario. 

In a few years, we moved back to Winnipeg and bought a home 
in St. James on Roseberry Street where we lived and raised our 
family for 25 years. 

Elaine went to school at St. James Collegiate. In 1962 she 
married Donald Brown of St. Vital. Donald is an engineer and 
graduate of the University of Manitoba. They have two children, 
Jeffrey and Kimberley. Elaine passed away when the children were 
in their teens in 1983. 

Jeffrey went to Red River College and now is in partnership in a 
business in Kenora, Ontario. Kimberley is living in British Columbia 
going to the University of British Columbia. 

Reginald went to Britannia School in St. James, then to St. James 
Collegiate and to the University of Manitoba taking Agriculture. He 
is working for Agriculture Canada as their photographer. In 1979 
Reginald married Jayne Robertson, a St. James girl. They live in St. 
James and have two lovely daughters: Kelly, age 10, and Lyndsey, 
age 4. 

During the last year at our home on Roseberry, Harry was ill, and 
had many operations. He passed away in 1979. A year later I sold the 
house and moved to an apartment in Winnipeg where I still reside. 

- Helen Murphy Sims 

Alice and Edward Lovberg 
I am the ninth daughterofMr. and Mrs. W.H. Murphy. I attended 

school at Grosse Isle Consolidated. I then moved to Winnipeg and 
worked for T. Eaton Co. 

In 1944 I married Edward Lovberg who was in the RCNVR for 
five years. After the war we farmed in Canwood, Saskatchewan for 

ten years. We then moved back to Winnipeg. Edward worked at 
Marshall Wells until retiring. 

We have two daughters. Karen, the eldest, is married to David 
Kirsch. They have two children, Greg and Carrie. Carrie is married 
and has one son, Ryan. 

Carol, our youngest, married Doug Abbott and has one daughter, 
Kristi. We all reside in Winnipeg. 

ERIC AND IDA NELSON 

The Eric Nelson/amily going j(n' an olllillg 

Ida and Eric Nelson immigrated to Canada from Sweden. 
They were married in Fairbanks, Alaska in 1900 and settled at 
Lilyfield shortly after. 

Their choice of property was excellent. The land was cleared, 
fertile and conducive to grain crops. Eric was interested in 
diversified farming. 

Prior to moving to his new home, Eric spent three years in the 
Klondike during the great Gold Rush of 1898. He and two 
Americans, namely William Washburn and Hamilton Fisher, 
discovered the largest "lay" clean-up in the history of the 
Klondike. 

Eric and Ida had seven children: John of Vancouver, now 
deceased; Bessie Murphy of Minneapolis, now deceased; Irene 
Williams of Winnipeg; Anne Smith of Winnipeg; Ellen Garrett 
of White Rock, British Columbia, now deceased; Ida 
Hawkinson of Maple Ridge, British Columbia; and Hamilton of 
Winnipeg. 

DAN AND CAROL NICHOL 

Carol ane! Dan Nichol 

Dan is the eldest son of 
Cleve and Gwladys (Bain) 
Nichol and was raised and 
attended school in Warren, 
Manitoba. I, Carol, am the 
youngest daughter of 
Charles and Emma Harris 
and was born and educated 
in Grosse Isle. We were 
married in 1961 and built a 
home in the Village of 
Grosse Isle in 1966. Dan 
was a firefighter with the 
City of Winnipeg and I was 
a Grace Hospital Registered 
Nurse graduate. In 1975 we 
moved from the village to 
the former farm site of Ben 
Bain, Dan's grandpa, on 25-
12-1 W. We built a new 
home in the yard site there. 
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Rhonda. Dal'id. Corey. Lynl/ and Greg Nichol 

Our three boys all attended Rosser, Grosse Isle and Warren 
schools. 

Greg, who was born in 1962, is now with the RCMP stationed at 
Punnichy, Saskatchewan. He married Lynn Erickson from Lake 
Francis in 1989. Lynn is at present taking her registered nurses 
training. 

David, who was born in 1966, has his economics degree from 
the University of Manitoba. He is a financial planner with Pro Fund 
Distributors Ltd. in Winnipeg. In 1988 David married Rhonda 
Sobkowich from Woodlands. They have two boys, Bryan and 
Brady. This summer David, Rhonda and the boys established a yard 
site down the road from our home on SE 36-12-1 W. Rhonda is a 
Grace Hospital Registered Nurse graduate and at present works in 
the observation unit at the Grace. 

Corey, who was born in 1969, is still living at home. For the past 
two years Corey has been training in air traffic control in Cornwall 
and Winnipeg. 

We have rented our farm out for the past several years. Dan works 
in the city at Aero Recip Canada Ltd. I have worked at Stonewall 
Health Centre since 1971 and for the last IS years in the personal care 
home, Rosewood Lodge. 

Both Dan and I are avid golfers, spending a lot of time at South 
Interlake Golf Club in the summers. We look forward to watching 
our grandchildren grow and to be involved in their activities as well. 

MICKEY AND AUDREY NICHOLS 

Mickey was born at Niagara Falls, Ontario and moved to Rosser 
in 1968, purchasing the old "Frain" house. Audrey was born at 
Meleb, Manitoba and moved to Rosser in 1978. Mickey has always 

Michael and Dal'id Nichols 
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been involved with the truck
ing industry, either driving for 
other brokers or owning and 
operating his own highway 
truck. 

Michael Joseph was born 
on January 27, 1982 and is at
tending Grade 4 at Grosse Isle 
School. David William was 
born on May 4, 1983 and is 
attending Grade 3 at Rosser 
Elementary School. 

We outgrew our home in 
Rosser and in December, 
1988 purchased Brian and 
Bernice Palmer's house near 
Grosse Isle. 

Audrey has been employed 
with the MP constituency 
office in Stonewall since the 
spring of 1989 and enjoys 
volunteer work at the schools. 

We have been /nends together 
In sunshine and shade. 

CAROLINE NORTON 

WILLIAM AND ANNIE NIXON 

William and Annie Nixon came to Manitoba from Ontario in 
1896. They spent a few days in a hotel in Winnipeg where they were 
badly bitten by fleas. They travelled to a farm at Asessippi, near 
Russell, and spent the next three years there. They lost their crops to 
frost every year. 

In the spring of 1900 they moved to Rosser Municipality near 
where Gordon is now. They remained for the duration of their lives 
and saw many changes in their time. For the first few years, there was 
no railroad, few roads and few neighbours. Now a railroad and 
highway run across their land as well as the power line and drainage 
ditch. Their home was a stopping place for folks from the Interlake 
driving to Winnipeg with horses. 

William drilled many water wells for the Municipality during the 
first ten years. Power for drilling was supplied by four horses going 
around in a circle turning a heavy set of gears called horsepower. 
These gears transmitted power through a lineshaft to the drill. 

For the first few years they had no fence around the yard. During 
a blizzard they would depend on a line from the house to the barn to 
avoid getting lost in a storm. 

William and Anllie Nixon 

William was deceased in 1935 and Annie in 1942. They now rest 
in Brookside Cemetery. They raised a family offive boys and three 
girls: Herbert, John, William, Melville, Thomas, Margaret, Muriel 
and Jean. 

Herbert farmed at Grosse Isle for a number of years. He and his 
dad got two A very tractors - a big one to use with a separator to thr~sh 
with and a smaller one to do other farm work. After he mamed 
Martha Freestone of Winnipeg, he delivered bread for Bryce's 
Bakery for IS years. He then moved to Rossland, British Columbia 
and worked at the smelter in Trail until his accidental death in 1947. 

Herb and Martha had a family of three girls and one boy: Eileen, 
Florence, Kathleen and Edward. Eileen served in the Air Force 
during World War II. She married and raised a family and has been 



deceased for a number of years. Florence became a nurse. Later she 
married, moving to California where they are now enjoying retired 
life. Kathleen became a school teacher. She taught school and did 
missionary work in Ethiopia for 12 years. She had some close calls 
while she was there; when shooting started they would be evacuated 
to a safer place for awhile. She retired from teaching and now lives 
in Powell River, British Columbia. She never married. Edward 
became an engineer and lives in Toronto with his wife and family. 

John served overseas in World War I and served another year on 
guard duty in Germany after the war ended. He served with the 
Veteran Guards in Canada in World War II. He married Evlyn 
Richards of Rosetown, Saskatchewan in 1929 and homesteaded at 
Loon Lake. They raised three boys and two girls: Ralph, William, 
Richard, Ethel and Janice. 

Ralph, William and Ethel are deceased. Janice lives in North 
Battleford, Saskatchewan. She married and raised a large family. 
Richard also lives in North Battleford. He is married and has three 
girls: Elice, Joanne and Karen. 

William Russell served overseas in World War I and was killed 
in action in 1918. 

Melville worked at home for a number of years. In his spare time, 
he made a crystal set radio and his mother and dad enjoyed listening 
to hockey games - each with one earphone. 

Melville finally went west to work. He passed away in 1944 as a 
result of a sawmill accident. 

Margaret went to work at an early age. She married George 
Robertson, a farmer from the Steinbach area. They retired from the 
farm and moved to Portage La Prairie, where they lived till their 
deaths, both in 1986. 

They had two girls and one boy: Mary, Christina and James. Mary 
lives in Dominion City with her husband and their two girls and three 
boys. Christina lives in Portage where she worked for Campbell 
Soups until they closed their doors. She never married. James 
manages the Pool elevator at Smart Siding near Brandon. He is 
married with no family. 

Muriel became a school teacher and taught school until she 
married Vic Spicer of Swan River, Manitoba in 1934. Vic served in 
World War I and has been deceased several years. They raised three 
boys and one girl: Lloyd, Donald, Howard and Doreen. 

Jean married and raised three boys: Garth, Lome and Dennis. 
Garth and Lome work for CN Railway. Dennis works for a rental 
agency and they all reside in Winnipeg. Jean's first husband was 
deceased several years ago. She is now married to Ivan Miller of 
Portage La Prairie. 

Tom, Herb and John Nixon 

Thomas remained on the farm with his parents for the duration 
of their lives. He married Margaret Park of Lake Francis, Manitoba 
in 1942. They operated the family farm for a number of years until 
Tom went to work for a construction firm. When he retired they 
moved to Stonewall. It was here that their family of two boys and one 
girl- Tom, Alan and Marion - completed their high school educations. 
Margaret was deceased in 1973. 

Tom, the oldest boy, had an accident with a 24,000 volt hydro line 
when he was 13 years old. He lost both hands and one foot. He now 
lives in Fort McMurray, Alberta and works in the Athabaska oil 
sands operating huge equipment. He married and raised three boys: 
Tom, Brian and Walter. Tom is married and lives in Calgary and he 
operates his own highway trailertractor. At present he has no family. 
Brian is training to become a chef. Walter is taking his last year~f 
high school. Brian and Walter live at home in Fort McMurray. 

Alan has been a member of the RCAF since he finished school 
and has been stationed in various parts of Canada and some other 
countries. He is married and has two sons, Alan and Grant. They live 
in Stonewall. 

Marion finished school and entered nurses training and nursed 
until she married in 1969. She has one girl, Janice, and one boy, 
Gregory. She remained at home until her children became school 
age then returned to nursing at Health Sciences Centre in Winnipeg. 

The farm is still in the family and rented by Jack Munro of 
Gordon. Thomas moved from Stonewall in 1989; at present he 
resides near Mulvihill, Manitoba. 

- Thomas Nixon 

Childhood memories by Mrs. Ivan Miller ... 

When we all went to H. Morrison's to listen to their loud 
speaking radio. The Morrisons lived on the next farm. 

When we attended East Rosser's little country school. It 
was two and a half miles away and most of the time we walked 
because the horses were used for farming. When Muriel was 
ready for high school, she and I lived at Grosse Isle and went 
to a little old school. They finally built the bigger red school 
in Grosse Isle so Muriel attended it and I went back home to 
attend East Rosser with Tom. One memorable teacher we had 
was Miss Jackson. Being a city girl, she would often come 
home with us from school and spend a night at our home. 

When horse and buggy was the only means of transporta
tion. Our dad got a car when such was available and learned 
to drive. Later he bought a Model T. 

When life was good on the farm. Sadly, there is nothing left 
on our little farm today except the railway, No.6 Highway, a 
drainage ditch and a hydro tower. 

HEINZ AND GISELA NOLTING 

Heinz and Gisela Nolting came to Rosser from Germany in 1982 
and started farming on NE 24-12-1 W. 

They have three children - Marcus, Robert and Christine - who 
are currently attending Rosser School. 
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NORBERG 

Julius and Maria (Hoas) 
Julius Norberg was the son of John Mikaelsson Norberg and 

Kristina Johansdotter Annas. He was born in February, 1899 and 
grew up in the village of Gammel Svenskby, meaning Old Swedish 
Village, on the west banks of the Dnieper River in South Ukraine. 
His father died when he was very young before his only brother, 
John, was born. They were raised by their mother. At Christmas in 
1922 he married Maria Hoas, daughter of Andreas Simon Hoas and 
Maria Johansdotter Knutas. They lived and farmed in Gammel 
Svenskby until 1929. During this time they had five children: Eric, 
Freda, Regina, Emma. Another son, Nils, was born in 1927 and 
passed away at the age of eight months. 

.Ill/illS alld Maria Norlierg 

In 1929 when the revolution 
broke out they left the Ukraine 
and their journey took them to 
Sweden and then on to Canada. 
The story of this trek is related 
in the history of Gammel 
Svenskby elsewhere in this 
book. On arrival in Canada they 
spent part of a year in 
Wetaskiwin, Alberta where 
they worked on a large farm. 
They moved from there to 
Meadows in April, 1931 where 
they worked a large mixed farm 
along with eight other partners. 
Julius and Maria had their own 
two storey house at Camp I 
and, in pursuit of a greater 

degree of independence, started a shelterbelt on SE 27-12-2W in 
1937. They moved their home to that location in December, 1938. 
The house was moved on skids over frozen ground, using all the 
farm's tractors plus a neighbour's caterpillar. The move was just 
over a half mile but the first night was spent straddling a ditch which 
they had trouble crossing. It was a cool night, both indoors and out, 
as the doors would not close properly. 

In this home in Canada seven more children were born: Gunnar, 
Ronald, Leonard, Edwin, Ruth, George and Violet. Over the years 
the house was added onto and remodelled, barns were built and a 
dairy herd was started. They also raised hogs, chickens and turkeys. 
Julius and Maria worked very hard to make ends meet and raised 
eleven children with few modern conveniences. Milking was done 
by hand and the milk cooled using well water. It was shipped by CPR 
to Winnipeg in eight-gallon cans. The train arrived daily at 7:00 a.m. 
and there was many a race to get there on time. Eggs were also 
shipped to customers in Winnipeg by train. Well water was too hard 
to use for washing clothes and dishes, making it necessary to catch 
rain water for use in summer and melting snow in the winter. 

When the land was paid off after 20 years it was divided among 
the nine shareholders. Julius and Maria continued to farm their share 
until their retirement in 1969 when their son, Gunnar, purchased the 
farm. They built a new home adjacent to the farm yard. 

In 1972 they celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary with 47 
family members and many special guests in attendance. This was the 
last celebration in the "old" Meadows Hall before it was renovated. 
Julius passed away in July, 1976. In 1978 Maria, accompanied by 
her oldest daughter, Freda, visited Sweden where she was reunited 
with her only living sister, Katarina, whom she had not seen for 49 
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.Ill/illS Norherg Fallli/y. 1972 
George, Edwill, Leollard, ROllald, Gllllllar, .Il1lills olld Maria, Freda, Regina, 
Emilia, Ruth alld Violet 

years. While there she also visited with many other relatives and 
friends. 

Maria continued to live in her home at Meadows until she could 
no longer stay by herself due to blindness. At present she is staying 
with her daughter, Ruth, and son-in-law, Lawrence, in Winnipeg. 
Maria celebrated her 92nd birthday on December 25, 1991 and, 
although she is blind, she is still active in crafts and enjoys music and 
singing along with the old Swedish hymns that have been taped for 
her. 

- Gunnar Norberg 

Eric and Dorothy (Clark) 
Eric was born in Gammel Svenkby, Russia in 1922 and immigrated 

to Canada with his parents, Julius and Maria, in 1930. He received 
his education in Meadows and then worked on the CPR section for 
some time before transferring to the baggage department in Winni
peg. It was while inspecting a refrigerator car that he was locked in 
and almost froze before he was discovered, 

He spent some time in Ninette Sanatorium and while there 
completed high school and studied business administration and 
management. He met Dorothy Clark there and they were married. 

Eric workect'for Libby, McNeil and Libby in Winnipeg but he did 
not like city life and applied for and received clerical work for the St. 
Andrews Municipality at Clandeboye. We lived there until 1959 
when he was employed as secretary-treasurer for the RM of Argyle 
at Baldur. He died suddenly in 1964. 

Eric and Dorothy have three children. Richard Wayne (Ricky), 
our eldest son, was born in 1952 in Winnipeg. He started school at 
Clandeboye and finished elementary in Baldur. He took his high 
school in Glenboro and worked part-time for Gulf Oil in Baldur. 
After graduating in 1972 he worked in Winnipeg and then for Snap
on Tools for ten years. He returned to college to study business 
administration and works for a private company in Brandon. He 
married Pamela Bates while in Winnipeg. She is a registered nurse 
and works in Brandon General Hospital. They have two lovely 
daughters: Kristie Lynne, born in 1975, and Erika Dawnne, born in 
1980. 

Daniel Arvin, our second son, was born in 1957 in Selkirk 
Hospital. He received his education in Baldur, graduating in 1975. 
He attended the University of Manitoba where he received a Bachelor 
of Science, Honors degree, in Computer Programmer/Analyst in 
1979. He worked in Winnipeg until 1984 and is now employed and 
living in Vancouver. 



Eric and Dorothy NoriJerg 
Daniel, Richard and Patricia 

Patricia Joan, our only daughter, was born in Baldur in 1961, 
She received her education in Baldur, graduating in 1979. She 
attended Kelsey Institute in Saskatoon and graduated in 1981 as an 
Animal Health Technician. She worked in Lanagan, Saskatchewan 
and Winnipeg before she went to Australia and England. She is 
married and lives in Australia. 

- Dorothy Norberg 

Freda and Stanley Woods 
Freda attended school at Meadows and then went to work in 

Winnipeg. In 1947 she married Stanley Woods of Toronto. They are 
both enjoying retirement in Kelowna, British Columbia. They have 
four children: Kathryn, Donald, Karen and Brian. Brian passed 
away at six months of age in July, 1954. Kathy and Leigh Ondrack 
live in Prince George, British Columbia. Donald and Marjorie 
Woods; Karen, Mike Smart and children, Patrick, Daphne and 
Christine, all live in Kelowna. As well as raising their own family, 
Freda and Stan made a home for many foster children. 

Donald, Freda. Stan Woods 
Kathy, Karen. Lewis (jewer son) 

Regina and Sam Taylor 
Regina grew up in Meadows, going to school at the "point" until 

the new school was opened in the village. She served in the RCAF 
during World War II. In 1946 she started a career with Hudson's Bay 
Company. 

In 1952 she married Sam 
Taylor of Winnipeg who was 
employed by the CN Railway. 
Sam retired in 1974 and passed 
away in 1975. Although they 
had no children of their own, 
many nieces and nephews en
joyed many outings with Reg 
and Sam. 

Reg moved to Toronto with 
Hudson's Bay in 1977 and. af
ter 43 years with the company, 
retired in 1989. She moved back 
to Winnipeg and enjoys being 
near her family. In the summer 
when not on the golf course, 
she can be found gardening and 
helping out at the farm. In the 
winter she enjoys travelling and 
handicrafts. 

Emma and Robert Farmer 

Salll and Regina T(lI'lor 

Emma, after graduating from Commercial College in Winnipeg, 
was employed by the provincial government. In October, 1954 she 
married Robert (Bob) Farmer of Pine Falls, Manitoba. Bob was 
employed with Forestry in Manitoba and, after several moves in 
rural Manitoba, they settled in Brandon. 

Terancc, Elllllla, BoiJ, Wesley and Tracey Farlller 

In 1971 they moved to Dryden, Ontario where they presently live. 
Bob is employed as a scaler with Canadian Pacific Forest Products. 
Em recently retired from her job with the federal government at 
Dryden. 

Em and Bob have two sons, Wesley and Terance (Terry). Wesley 
married Tracy Oberg of Dryden. They have two girls, Jody and 
Jaimee. They live in Dryden where Wesley is employed, with Alex 
Wilson Cold Stream Products, as a printer. Terry lives in Michigan 
where he is pursuing a career in the field of classical music. 
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Gunnar and Delphie (Olson) 
Gunnar, the first of the family born in Canada, attended school at 

Meadows. He worked on the farm until 1952 when he went to work 
for Canadian National Railways in the Communications Department. 
In 1956 he married Delphie Olson of Sprague, Manitoba. They have 
three sons: Bryce, Kenneth and Douglas. 

In 1965 they moved from Winnipeg to Thunder Bay, Ontario. In 
1969 Gunnar, now a Plant Inspector, left the employ of the railway 
and moved his family to Meadows, where he had purchased his 
father's farm. The task of establishing a viable farm operation after 
being absent from the farm for 17 years was a challenge. During the 
winter months courses in farm management, accounting and live
stock production were attended and hard work by all family mem
bers was essential. 

Delpilie and Gunnar Norherg 

Delphie had acquired her teaching certificate in 1951 and had 
taught in rural schools as well as Winnipeg and Thunder Bay. After 
moving to Meadows she taught as a substitute teacher in the 
Interlake School Division. This enabled her to meet many new 
people in the area as well as adding to the farm income. She is active 
in the Meadows Community Club and also served on the Rockwood 
Festival of the Arts Committee for a number of years. She enjoys 
various crafts, sewing, oil painting, golf and travelling. 

Gunnar was a member of the Board of Directors for Marquette 
Co-Op for nine years, was president of Meadows Community Club 
for four years and has served as municipal councillor in Ward I of 
the RM of Rosser since 1977. He continues to farm with sons Bryce 
and Ken. He is gradually turning the farm operation over to his boys 
in order to have, with Delphie, more leisure time for golfing, 
gardening and yard work in the summer and a vacation in walmer 
climates in the winter. 

Bryce Norberg 
Born in Winnipeg in 1957, Bryce attended school in St. James, 

Thunder Bay, Grosse Isle and Warren Collegiate. He graduated 
from Warren in 1975 and then attended Red River Community 
College, graduating in a course in Aircraft Mechanics. 

Bryce worked for MacDon Industries and Bristol Aerospace for 
several years before he purchased land from Ruth Strugar and joined 
his father in the farm operation. His interests are fishing, camping, 
skiing, curling and flying. He has his private pilot's licence. He is a 
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Bryce Norherg 

member of the Rosser Volunteer Fire Department and treasurer for 
the Meadows Community Club. 

Ken and Dolores (Funk) 
Ken was born in Winnipeg in 1958. His school days started at 

Linwood School in St. James; he went on to Thunder Bay, Grosse 
Isle and graduated from Warren Collegiate in 1976. He attended the 
University of Manitoba, graduating from the diploma course in 
Agriculture in 1979. Ken enjoys skiing, curling, golfing and travel
ling. He, too, joined his father and brother in the farm operation. 

On June 29, 1991 he married Dolores Funk, daughter of Ray and 
Helen Funk of Thompson, Manitoba. Before her marriage Dolores 
worked in Winnipeg as a legal secretary. They built a new home 

Ken. Dolores 
and Erik 
Norherg 

directly across the road from the fann and are busy establishing their 
new yard site. Both Ken and Dolores are active in the Meadows 
Community Club. Ken served as president of the Meadows Com
munity Club. Dolores enjoys sewing, curling, golfing and travelling. 

Ken and Dolores welcomed their first child, Erik Reuben, onJ uly 
29, 1992. 



Douglas and Tammy (Haldane-Wilsone) 
Douglas was born in Winnipeg in 1959. He attended schools at 

Thunder Bay, Rosser, Grosse Isle and Warren. He graduated from 
Warren Collegiate in 1977 and went to work for Cominco Ltd. in 
Winnipeg. He was transferred to Alberta with the company in 
October, 1982. 

Doug married Tammy Haldane-Wilsone of Winnipeg on De
cember4, 1982 and they lived in Okotoks, Alberta until April, 1984. 
They returned to Manitoba where Doug worked for Valmar Airflo 
Inc. of Elie and Tammy worked for a seven-month term at Manitoba 
Hydro's Dorsey Station in Rosser. In March, 1989 Doug started a 
new job with MacMor Industries in Winnipeg where he is presently 
employed. He also assists when required on the farm, particularly 
during seeding and harvest time. 

Kevin, Tammy, Doug 
Meagan and Tam Norherg 

On August 16, 1987 Kevin Douglas was born. In June, 1988 
Doug and Tammy built a new home north ofthe family farm site. On 
April 28, 1989 Tara Louise was born. On January 7, 1991 -during 
the Manitoba nurses' strike - Meagan Marie was born. She arrived 
at Grace Hospital at 3:00 a.m. and was home in Meadows at 5:30 
p.m. that same day. 

Doug and Tammy are both active in the Meadows Community 
Club. Tammy has been secretary of the Meadows Women's Aux
iliary and is presently secretary of a newly-formed RCMP Community 
Consultative Group, a contact group between the police department 
and the community. Tammy's other interests are crafts, sewing and 
curling. Doug enjoys various sports including baseball, curling and 
hockey. He is presently a member of the Board of Directors for the 
Rosser Volunteer Fire Department. 

- Gunnar Norberg 

Ron and Kay (West) 
Ron is the third son of Julius and Maria Norberg. In April, 1961 

Ron married Kay West of Gladstone. They have six children: 
Alison; Garth and his wife, Michelle, and their daughter, Janelle; 
Sherry) and her husband, Mario Igniti; Roger; Andrea; and Cynthia. 
They all reside in Winnipeg. 

- Ruth Nordstrom 

Leonard and Elaine (West) 
Leonard attended school at Meadows and helped out on the farm 

for several years. He then went to work for Canadian Pacific 

Railway with the Signal Department. In 1954 he moved to Dryden, 
Ontario where he worked for Great Lakes Forest Products in the 
paper mill. 

In 1963 he married Elaine West of Gladstone, Manitoba. They 
have one daughter, Barbara, born October 21, 1967. Barbara is 
engaged to be married to Martin Oatway on November 7, 1992. 

Elaine. Barham and Leonard Norherg 

Leonard passed away on September 1, 1988 at Dryden. Elaine 
and Barbara now make their home in Winnipeg. 

Edwin and Audrey Joy (Jensen) 
Edwin attended school at Meadows and worked on the farm until 

1955. He moved to Prince George, British Columbia where he 
worked in the logging business for a number of years. 

In 1958 he married Audrey Joy Jensen. They have four children: 
Arnie, born in 1958; Wendy, born in 1962; Rhonda, born in 1964; 
and Darrell, born in 1972. 

Rhonda, Arnie, Wendy, 
Edwill alld Joy Norherg, Darrel! (illset) 
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Arnie passed away in 1985. Wendy is married to Bruce Barton 
and they have three children, April, Amber and Kalvin. Rhonda and 
Darrell both work in Prince George. 

Ed was a partner in a paving business for a number of years and 
later in the ready-mix concrete business. He and Darrell are presently 
employed in a saw mill business at Prince George. 

Ruth and Lawrence Nordstrom 
Ruth is the fourth daughter of Julius and Maria Norberg. She left 

the Meadows community in 1953 and presently she and her husband, 
Lawrence Nordstrom, reside in Winnipeg and Sprague, Manitoba. 
They have two sons: Wayne and his wife, Cheryl, of Winnipeg; and 
James and his wife, Teri, of Los Angeles, California. Ruth and 
Lawrence have two grandchildren, Steven and Stacey, in Winnipeg. 

- Ruth Nordstrom 

George and Olive (Swainson) 
George worked with his father until 1958. After various jobs and 

several trips to the DEW line, he returned to Red River Community 
College to learn the electrical trade. 

He married Olive Swainson of Winnipeg in 1966. They have two 
daughters: Dianne, born in 1969, and Carole, born in 1971. In 1992, 
Dianne graduated from Brandon University in the field of music. 
She married Roy Norris on May 16, 1992. 

Olive works for the Brandon School Division and George is 
employed as a maintenance electrician at Assiniboine Community 
College, Government Services Department, in Brandon. 

Oli\'e, Diane. Carole and George Norberg 

Violet and Ralph Shields 
I attended both Meadows and Rosser Schools. I married Ralph 

Shields in 1963 and moved to Dryden, Ontario where we lived for 
26 years. We now reside in Winnipeg. 

We have two sons, David and Brent, who also live and work in 
Winnipeg. David married Sofia Costanni on June 30, 1991. 

- Violet Shields 
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John and Maria Norberg 
John and Maria were born in Gammal Svenskby, Ukraine. They 

were married in 1923. John and Maria had three children. Their 
eldest, Anna Margaret, was born in the Ukraine. They moved to 
Sweden in 1930 where their second daughter, Svea Kristina, was 
born. In 1931, they moved to Canada and settled in Manitoba. Their 
son, Arvid Gunnar, was born in 1932. 

John was one of the original shareholders of Camp One of the 
Syndicate Farm in Meadows. Memorable moments of the early 
years were setting up their own home in 1937 and, in 1938, building 
their barn. Along with grain farming, they developed a herd of dairy 

Maria and John Norberg 

Anna and Len Barr 

cattle which was sold in 1962. 
At this time they changed over 
to poultry and continued in this 
business until 1973. In 1974 
they took a trip back to Swe
den. 

John and Maria built their 
new home in 1965. They con
tinued to farm their acreage 
until John passed away in 1983. 
Maria continues to reside in 
her home in Meadows. In July, 
1991 family and friends helped 
her celebrate her ninetieth 
birthday. 

Anna began her education in the Meadows school and completed 
her high school education in Winnipeg. After graduating from high 
school she attended a commercial college where she trained to 
become a secretary. She worked for many years for the Winnipeg 
Free Press. 

In 1968 she began working for the federal government with the 
Department of Trade and Commerce. While working with the Trade 
Commission in Pakistan she met her husband, Sergeant Len Barr, 
who was in the Canadian Armed Forces. They were married in 1971 
and were posted to Cold Lake, Alberta. 

Anna passed away in 1982 in Cold Lake. Len is retired from the 
Canadian Armed Forces and continues to reside in Cold Lake. 

Svea and Mike Doyle 

Svea Kristina, known to her 
many friends as Kris, attended 
school in Meadows and Win
nipeg. After graduating from 
high school she attended a 
commercial college. In 1952 
she began working for the 
federal civil service. It was 
while working in Churchill that 
she met her husband, Master 
Warrant Officer HaroldJoseph 
Doyle, whom everyone called 
Mike. 

Mike. S\'ea and Karen Doyle 



Mike and Svea were married in 1955. In 1958, while stationed in 
Chilliwack, their daughter, Karen, was born. Mike was posted to 
various places in Canada and the United States. He served in Korea 
and Egypt. Mike, Svea and Karen lived in various places in Canada 
as well as living in Germany. 

Mike, Svea and Karen moved to Manitoba in 1973 and built a 
home in Meadows in 1974. Mike retired from the Canadian Armed 
Forces in 1981. He continued to work at Canadian Forces Base 
Winnipeg until his death in 1989. Svea worked as a secretary at Air 
Command Headquarters until she retired in 1990. 

Karen completed her high school education in Winnipeg and 
Warren. She attended the University of Manitoba and received her 
Bachelor of Education degree. Karen taught in God's River in 
Northern Manitoba for one year but has been teaching in the White 
Horse Plains School Division since 1981. Svea and Karen continue 
to reside in Meadows. 

Arvid and Elsie (Nelson) 

Arvid attended school at 
Meadows and later at the 
Manitoba Technical Institute 
in Winnipeg. He joined his fa
ther in the operation ofthe farm 
and, in 1956, bought some land 
from Mr. Jack Jacklin. 

In 1958 Arvid married Elsie 
Nelson of Winnipeg and they 
settled in Meadows. 

More land was purchased 
from Mrs. Adam Balayewicz 
in 1967 and, in 1972, Arvid 
bought his father's land. He 
continues to fann in Meadows. 
He built a new house in 1976 An'id 
on the same property as his Elsie. and Darin NoriJerg 

previous home. 
Elsie graduated from the University of Manitoba with Bachelor 

of Arts and Bachelor of Education degrees. She taught for several 
years at Lincoln School and Westwood Collegiate in the Assiniboine 
North School Division. Later she taught for five years at Warren 
Collegiate until 1970. 

Their son, Darin, graduated from Warren Collegiate in 1988. He 
is presently working on the farm with his father. 

NORBERG 

Andrew and Elfreda (Annas) 
Andrew and his wife, Elfreda, came to Meadows in 1931. 

Andrew's first wife, Katherine Knutas, died while Andrew was 
serving in the First World War. They had two children: Alvina, who 
predeceased them, and Theodore (Ted), born in 1915, who also 
fanned in Meadows. In 1918 Andrew married Elfreda Annas and 
two children, Matilda and Victor, were born. Andrew fanned in the 
Meadows area unitl 1963 when he retired. He continue to live there 
with his son, Victor, and later with his son, Ted, unitl his death in 
1969. His wife Elfreda passed away in 1950. 

Theodore and Meta (Kuhn) 
Ted met and married Meta Kuhn who had come to Canada with 

her son, Gerhard, from Germany in 195 I. Meta worked at Frobisher, 
Saskatchewan before her marriage. Through the years Ted and Meta 
built up their farm and home and raised their family of three more 
children: Ingrid, Rose and Emil. 

Gerhard was born in Germany in 1946. In 1972 he married 
Yolanda Janzen. They have a son, Garett, who was born in Winnipeg 
in 1976. 

Ingrid was born in Winnipeg in 1952. In 1978 she man'ied Jim 
Clements. They have a daughter, Deborah, who was born in Win
nipeg in 1979. 

Rose was born in Winnipeg in 1954. She now resides in Van
couver, British Columbia and is working as a nurse. 

Emil was born in Winnipeg in 1961. In 1986 he married Cheryl 
Andrews. They have a daughter, Carissa, born in 1988 and a son, 
Emil Jr., born in 1991. 

Andrew and Theodore Norberg both died in 1969. Meta and her 
family farmed until 1973. They now reside in Winnipeg. 

Matilda and Christopher Sulz 
I was born at the end of September, 1918. They also had a girL 

Emma, who died when she was nine months old in March, 1922. 
Then they had a boy, Osckar, born on July 23. When he was four 
years old he died of typhus fever. Mother had been ill with typhus 
earlier in the summer and nearly died, which left her with a heart 
condition for the rest of her life. 

We came to Canada in June, 1930 and went to Alberta where Dad 
had a sister, Mary Norberg, who lived on a section farm. She had 
been married to Dad's brother, Matthew, who came to Canada in the 
early 1900's. My mother had a brother, Julius Annas, who lived in 
Coronation, Alberta. 

It was not meant that we would stay in Alberta. That first summer, 
nothing but sad disappointment met us. The worst hail storm in 
memory hit in July, some people had 100% damage with no hail 
insurance. The depression had already started in 1929. Things were 
tough. Dad went to threshing outfits to work with our aunt's horses 
and hay rack. My dad went to Drumheller for coal with horses and 
box wagon. He was away overnight. It was a hard winter but Ted and 
I drove three miles to school. 

Sometime that winter my Dad had a letter from Fredrick and 
Andrew Malmas. They wanted to know ifhe was interested to come 
with them, the Hoases, Andrew Buskas, Julius and John Norberg, 
and John Herman to Meadows, Manitoba. They had located a large 
farm that they were going to rent the first year with hopes of buying 
later. They wanted him to come and be their blacksmith during the 
spring and summer and do whatever else needed to be done. My dad 
and mother where overjoyed and joined them in the spring for the 
trip. 

Later, when I was a little older, I looked back on this tum of events 
and thought it was a living proof of that old Bible saying, "God 
works in mysterious ways His wonders to perform." I am quite sure 
my parents would not have gone had there not been that devastating 
hail storm. I have always been thankful and happy that my parents 
came to Meadows to the big farm. 

Lots has been said about how hard it was those first years and how 
hard everyone worked. One cannot say enough for our parents for 
teaching us to work hard and be proud of hard, honest labour and to 
thank God daily for our health. They had a saying that meant to be 
blessed with good health was priceless but always to be thankful for 
it with abiding faith, love and hard work. God would reward us in His 
own good time with success and happiness. 
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I went to school at Meadows with Miss Lucille Kemp as teacher. 
What a wonderful good person she was. I enjoyed school and could 
not get enough of all there was to learn. I read all the books in the little 
library. One book I remember reading at home was Uncle Tom's 
Cabin. I had been reading it on a Sunday afternoon when friends 
came to call. They saw that I had been crying and wanted to know 
why. I told them it was because the book was so sad. They laughed 
at me and called me silly and stupid and I never forgot that. I 
challenge anyone with feelings to read that book without crying; I 
read it again many years later and cried all over again. 

I went to confirmation classes and stayed at Reverend J. Arvid 
Vickman's in Winnipeg. I took my school studies with me and later 
passed Grade Eight by correspondence. I had wanted Grade Ten 
so I could go to be a nurse, but that dream was not to be realized. 

When I was 18 I was allowed to go to Winnipeg to get a job. I was 
lucky and got ajob in a good home with well-off people and worked 
hard. You served their meals in the dining room but the maid ate in 
the kitchen alone. The side door was mine for coming and departing 
but really I did not mind, it was another school of learning. From 
here I was able to take a first aid course at night classes. Later on this 
helped me get ajob in a nursing home out in Fort Rouge which I liked 
very much. 

I left that job in the fall to get married to Chris Sulz from Warren, 
Manitoba. He was planning on going into the army and, like many 
others, we hurriedly got married in October, 1942. Shortly after 
Christmas he was sent out to British Columbia for training. I spent 
a winter out there too. He stayed out there as Home Defence. The 
Japanese U-boats had captured Kiska by then and had shelled the 
northwest coast of Vancouver Island. None of the civilians knew this 
but the military knew. He was stationed on an island on the coast that 
had a high hill and, on the hill, a lookout tower. 

Chris was sent overseas to England in 1944 where he joined the 
Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders. After a short training period, 
the regiment went across the channel right through Holland and 
most of Germany before the war ended and victory had been 
declared. 

He came home at the end of 1945 and got his discharge in the 
winter of 1946. That winter he worked in Winnipeg. In May he went 
to work for Harry Hagborg till the end of October, then to Victor 
Hagborg's all winter. 

We had been looking at buying a farm at Meadows, but they 
wanted too much money for a half section with no trees and hardly 
any water, a tumbled down barn and just a pretty good house. We 
found a place at Arden advertised in the Free Press for less money 
with lots of trees and a woodlot with a river running right through the 
yard with a bridge. 

After seeing the place in June, 1946 we liked it very much and, 
working through the Veteran's Land Act, we were finally able to buy 
it. We used all our savings and bought the half section because we 
loved the place. Money received from the VLA had to be paid back 
at 3.5% interest. Being home, helping my mother for my keep and 
that of our child, enabled me to save some of the meagre pay the 
soldiers received for putting their life on the line for home and 
country. 

Gordon, our first born, was three and a half when we came up in 
April, 1947. After high school he completed an automotive mechanics 
course. He is married to Sharon La Lande of Winnipeg. They have 
two children: Robert, born in June, 1970; and Sherry, born in March, 
1973. 

Our daughter, Ingrid, was born November, 1947 at the old 
Neepawa hospital. She graduated from Grade 12 in 1966 and took 
a secretarial course at business college. She is married to Hans G. 
Pottkamper and they live in Waterloo, Ontario. They have two 
children, Lori Kristin and Christopher George. 
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Our second son, Edward, was born in March, 1983. He took the 
Diploma course in Agriculture at the University of Manitoba, 
graduating in 1975. Later that year he purchased his own farm but, 
in 1976, moved to Calgary to work in construction. 

Edward married Kathleen Brownsberger in March, 1982. In 
April they moved back here to farm. They have no children. 

Now I would like to reminisce a little on how things were during 
the war and afterwards. Soldiers' pay was $1.50 per day, his wife 
received $54.00 a month for herself and $12.00 per child. While 
Chris was overseas he signed over a little more to me, 60 cents per 
day. The largest cheque I ever got was $86.00 per month. Had I not 
been home working for my keep I would have needed every penny 
to live on. Our young people today find it hard to believe that we 
could manage on such low pay. Housewives with children stayed 
home - more we certainly did not buy Pampers. We were glad if we 
had a motor washer with a wringer and later, in 1949, an electric 
washing machine. That was great, we had it made! 

All women on farms were busier in the summer time. We helped 
with chores and chickens. The garden was mine and I canned 
tomatoes, corn, peas, beans, beets and pickles, lots of jams and 
jellies, fruit that was purchased, raspberries and wild saskatoons. 
Putting down 500 quarts of vegetables, jams and fruit was a fair 
average. Winter was easier. Then we had more time to mend or sew 
and knit sweaters, socks and mitts for everyone. 

Chris worked in the woodlot in fall and winter. We needed 20 to 
22 loads of wood for the furnace and kitchen stove. We also used 
coal. 

In 1976 I fulfilled a dream and took a trip back to Sweden with 
a relative and good friend, Anna Johanson (Utas). We had a 
wonderful time seeing cousins, aunts and uncles. We were thrilled 
at the city of Stockholm, a modem Venice of the North, it has so 
many bridges. We had a great time hearing and speaking Swedish. 
I'd like to go back before getting too old, making it difficult to travel. 

Chris and I now have it relatively easy and comfortable. Chris 
helps Ed whenever and however he can but the main farming is done 
by Edward. He has just attended a conference on zero tillage in 
Minot, North Dakota, always something new to learn. 

We wish everyone well in farming and everything they undertake 
to do. 

- Matilda Sulz 

Victor and B~rtha (Nichol) 
We left Meadows in August, 1963 to live in Roseisle where Vic 

began work as a grain buyer for N.M. Paterson. At that time our son, 
Gerry, was in Grade nine at Graysville and our daughter, Debra, was 
in Grade Five at Roseisle. 

The past 28 years have seen many changes. I taught school for 23 
years in Midland School Division: as teacher, principal, and resource 
teacher. I retired in 1987. After the elevator closed Vic worked at 
other jobs, retiring in 1988. 

Gerry has been an Air Canada pilot for 18 years, the last II as a 
DC-9 captain. He and his wife, Mari-Jane, live in Winnipeg. 

Debra was married in 1973 to Larry Nordquist of Miami. They 
live on a farm and LaITY is employed by Manitoba Hydro. They have 
three sons: Eric, II; Aaron, 9; and Evan, 7. The family is involved 
in church, music, hockey and ringette. 

Though retired, we keep busy with church and club activities. Vic 
has a ham radio which keeps him well occupied. Our large yard 
keeps us busy in the summer and we do some travelling in the winter. 

- Bertha Norberg 



WILFRED AND PEARL OADES 

Wilfred Oades was born and raised at Craighurst, near Barrie, 
Ontario, in 1898. In the spring of 1915, when he was 17 years of age, 
he and a 15-year-old friend, Melville White, headed west. They 
stopped in Manitoba where they went to work as labourers on the 
farm of Mr. James Morrison in the Gordon area. 

Wilf and Mel, as they became known, worked in that area for the 
next few years. They saved their money and, in 1923, bought a farm 
of their own from a Mr. Dunlop. 

After leaving the employ ofMr. Morrison, Wilf still remained in 
contact with them and would visit with them quite often. These visits 
resulted in the marriage of him and Pearl Drohomerski. She was 
employed by the Morrisons as domestic help at the time. 

Pearl was born at Stonewall, Manitoba in 1894 and was raised in 
the Teulon area. After their marriage they bought Mel's share of the 
farm from him. 

Wilf and Pearl raised a family of three children: a daughter, Jean, 
and two sons, Ernest and Ross. 

In 1930 the family moved to the Inkster fann in the LiIyfield 
district. They lived there for the next seven years and in 1937 they 
purchased the Hobbs Farm which is now owned by Hugh Turbett. 

Wilf served on many different committees and held many posts 
in the community. In 1924 he was appointed to the Board of 
Directors of the Gordon Pool Elevators. He served in that capacity 
for 12 years, 10 of which he served as president of the board. He 
served as school trustee on the Phipps School Board for 18 years. For 
17 of those years he was chairman of the board. In 1950, Wilf was 
elected councillor for Ward Four in the Rural Municipality of 
Rosser. He held that position for 5 years. 

The area surrounding Gordon was in need of a recreational 
facility. It was decided that a curling rink be built there. Wilf was 
chosen as manager in charge of construction of this facility. 

Wi If and Pearl decided that it was time to try something different 
so they sold their farm to Mr. Roy Turbett and moved to Winnipeg. 
Wi If and his two sons went into business and fonned their own 
construction company as well as going into the real estate business. 

Jean, Ernest and Ross attended many schools to attain their 
education. The first was East Rosser then Lilyfield followed by 
Phipps School and those who attended high school did so at 
Stonewall. 

Jean attended business college in Winnipeg after completing 
high school. From there she went to a job in the Grain Exchange 
Building as a bookkeeper for the Robin Hood Company. However, 
she decided that city life was not her forte, so she went to Lake 
Frances where she taught school for awhile. It was while she was 
there that she met and married Ben Malcolm, a rancher in the area. 
They have raised a family of three children - James, Joan and Judy 
- who are all married with families of their own. Jean and Ben, like 
other ranchers or fanners, have led very busy and rewarding lives. 
Even in their retirement they are being kept very busy and are deeply 
involved in the ceramic business. They have their own kilns and 
mold and everything else that this business entails. Ben does all the 
pouring ofthe molds and Jean holds classes to teach others to enjoy 
what started out as her hobby. 

Ernest and Diane lived in Winnipeg. They raised a family of two 
children: Robert and Susan. Ernest passed away very suddenly in 
1986. 

Ross, like his brother, has continued to reside in Winnipeg. He 
and Muriel raised a family of four children: Jack, Joyce, Kent and 
Lorraine. Ross continues to operate his own business. 

Wilf enjoyed good health until his untimely demise in 1986. Pearl 
also enjoyed life and liked nothing better than to have her friends and 

neighbours drop in on her for a visit. She passed away in the summer 
of 1992 and was laid to rest in Bonny Doone Cemetery. 

OATWAY FAMILY 

Sophie Ann Oatway 
Sophie Ann was born in Petherton, Somerset, England on January 

13, 1849. She married Edward Palmer Oatway in 1867 and was 
widowed in 1894. 

Mrs. Oatway's two oldest sons, Edward and Charles, had come 
to Manitoba in 1896 and her eldest daughter, Margaret, in 1897. Her 
sons bought her the SW 8-12-2E in LiIyfield and Mrs. Oatway sailed 
for Canada on July 7, 1898. With eight of her children she sailed on 
the steamship "Dominion" leaving two other children in England. 

Upon arrival in Winnipeg they had some difficulty with trains 
before alighting at Bergen. As there was no one to meet them they 
walked north, the youngerchildren entered the bush to pick saskatoons 
and were attacked by what they later learned were mosquitoes - a 
strange insect to them. Mr. 1. Taylor was at home and he hitched up 
his team to the wagon and took Mrs. Oatway and her family to their 
new home which was still under construction. Due to the unfinished 
state ofthe house, some of the younger children went to the home of 
Mr. J. Phipps for the night. 

Church services in the district were conducted by the Presbyte
rian Church at the time. As the Oatways, as well as some of the other 
families in the district, were Anglican, Mrs. Oatway went in to St. 
Johns College and arranged for a student minister to come out to 
conduct Anglican services on Sunday evenings during the summer. 
The students, one of whom was the late Canon Stalwell, were 
brought out from Winnipeg by a member of the Oatway family with 
horse and buggy. 

As Canon Stalwell told someone in 1962, "We knew when we 
went to Mrs. Oatway's that we would have a good mea!." Services 
were held in the school house and were well attended. Six of Mrs. 
Oatways's younger children attended the old Lilyfield schoo!. Mrs. 
Oatway used to direct her large family in theatricals for home 
entertainment; later, evenings oftheatrical enjoyment were produced 
for the entire community. 

Mrs. Oatway was instrumental in procuring land for a cemetery 
for the district. She wrote to Mr. Archibald who gave the land for the 
present Lilyfield Cemetery. Ironically, Kate, her22 year old daughter, 
was the first to be interred there. 

Eldest sons Edward and Charles left Lilyfield in 1905 to go 
homesteading in Saskatchewan. The farm continued with the help of 
the younger members and Mrs. Oatway left "Prairie Lodge" -the 
name by which the fann was known - in July, 1918. She and her 
younger daughter, Kathleen, spent two years in California prior to 
returning to Winnipeg to take up residence. Her daughters who 
married and remained in the district were Margaret, Mrs. J. Chambers, 
and Emily, Mrs. Lyle Lawrence. Hertwo youngest sons, Alfred and 
Arthur, farmed in Lilyfield. 

Mrs. Oatway passed on in April, 1938. 
- reprintedji·om Rosser Ripples 

Arthur and Ruth (Barker) 
In 1918 Arthur married Ruth Barker, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 

C. W. Barker, of Lilyfield. Together they carried on a mixed fanning 
operations on SW 8-12-2E. 

Arthur was always interested in the progress and welfare of the 
district and took an active part in all community affairs and social 
life. He was a councillor for 15 years. In 1961 he was the Census 
Commissioner for a large area. 
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Arthur and Ruth Oatway had two children, Wallace and 
Margaret. They both attended the Lilyfield grade school and 
completed their education in a Winnipeg high school. 

Wallace and his father farmed together until his father's death in 
June, 1965. Wallace then continued with the farm where his mother 
resided until the early seventies when she moved to Winnipeg. Mrs. 
Oatway passed away in 1974. 

Wallace married Doreen Simmons in 1962 and they reside in 
Winnipeg. 

Margaret after her graduation was employed in Washington, DC, 
during World War II, and in Winnipeg until her marriage to Ronald 
W. McQuay. They had one son, Richard. Margaret passed away in 
July, 1989. 

- Wallace Oatway 
Alfred and May (McAdam) 

Alfred Oatway, born in Hummer Trent Dorset, Somerset, Eng
land in 1887, came to Canada in 1898 with his widowed mother and 
family and settled in the Lilyfield district on SW 8-12-2E. This land 
is presently owned by his nephew, Wallace Oatway. 

He attended Lilyfield School. The school days at Lilyfield had 
their humour, but Alfred always resented the harsh and cruel 
treatment he received from the school masters where he attended 
school in England. 

He took an active part in community affairs and was a member of 
the Lilyfield church. In 1922 he married May J.B. McAdam of the 
Stonewall district. They had two children: Alfred John (Jack) of 
Lilyfield whose story appears separately; and Bonita May (Mrs. 
Arthur Diplock) of Windsor Park, Winnipeg. 

Bonnie and Arthur Diplock 
had two children, Amber and 
Kevin. Ambermarried Andrew 
Griffiths and they have a 
daughter, Jade. Arthur Diplock 
passed away suddenly on Sep
tember 5, 1985 while partici
pating in swimming and asso
ciated activities which he en
joyed. 

Alfred Oatway continued to 
farm in the Lilyfield district 
except for the period 1905 to 
1908, when he took up a home
stead near Phippen (Unity), 
Saskatchewan. A cairn was 
erected in that community in 
remembrance of the home
steaders of the area. Each 
homesteader's name and the 

May (McAdam) Oatway alld A!frcd Oal\1"ay 
parcel of land he operated is 
identified on the cairn. 

He left Saskatchewan and came back to Lilyfield to operate his 
mother's farm on SW 8-12-2E. Later he purchased part of26-12-lE 
from the Emert Land Co. and broke what was virgin sod. Part of this 
land is presently owned and operated by the W. Langille family. 
Alfred sold this land when he bought the 480 acre farm of George 
Smith on 8-12-2E. After the cyclone of 1922 - and for other reasons 
- he made the decision he could not fulfil his obligations to Mr. Smith 
and moved to SW 5-12-2E in 1924. 

Alfred Oatway continued to farm there until his death in December, 
1961. After Mr. Oatway passed away, Mrs. Oatway resided on the 
farm until becoming a resident of the Oakview Nursing Home in 
Winnipeg. May Oatway passed away in November, 1971 and both 
are buried in Lilyfield Cemetery. 

- A.1. Oatway 
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Alfred John and Jean (Craig) 
Alfred John (Jack) Oatway was born in Winnipeg on March 27, 

1923. His parents were living and farming on 8-12-2E which they 
had purchased from George Smith; however, in the spring of 1924, 
they moved to the present farm site at SE 5-12-2E which was the 
former Charlie Peterson farm. The Deprez family, who were living 
there at that time, moved to the Stony Mountain district. 

Jack was married on November 3, 1951 to Jean W. Craig, the 
youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. Stuart Craig of Murray Park. 
He was quite impressed with the large family he married into and 
still can relate tales of the difficulties of getting to and from Murray 
Park in his courting days, especially in winter. There were no phones 
or electricity in Murray Park at the time and Jack had no phone at his 
house either. Sturgeon Road did not exist at that time. 

For the first two years of their marriage, they lived with Jack's 
parents during which time a new modest four-room bungalow was 
built next to the farm site at 5-l2-2E. 

Back ROH': WaYllc Oatway. Briall alld KurclI (OarH'av) KolOSKI', Kcmoll. TamsclI 
(MathcH'soll) . .JudI' OarH'av .. 
Sccolld Roll': Dci;'dre Kol;)sk,I', .lack Oal\\'ay, DaeK Kolosk\', Barham (Norhcrg) 
Oarway, Martill OatH'av, Lee Oat\l'ay (Kellt's SOli), .lea II OatH'av 
From: Corey alld Jessie Oatll'ClI' (WaYlle's SOliS) . 

Jack and J~an have four children: Kenton, Karen, Martin and 
Wayne. They all attended Little Mountain School which closed after 
the formation of the Municipal School District of Rosser. The 
children then attended Rosser Village School, Grosse Isle and 
Warren Collegiate except for Kent who attended Stonewall Colle
giate. School bus routes determined which school you would attend. 

After attending Lilyfield School and later Stonewall Collegiate, 
Jack fmmed in partnership with his father until 1961. In 1943, they 
purchased part of the Eric Peterson farm, NE 32-ll-2E. The price 
was $33 an acre and they were concerned about whether it was too 
high a price to pay. 

During the period up to the early Fifties, seed and commercial 
potatoes were an important crop to the farm operation. Tags bearing 
the motto, "When Manitoba Grows a Better Potato, I Will Grow 
Them" were put on each bag. 

The fann of 1. Chambers, at NW20-l2-2E, was purchased from 
Ernest H. Oades in 1953. After the death of his father in 1961, Jack 
purchased the balance of the home fann from his mother, with the 
exception of the original residence. In 1967 Jack purchased the e.G. 
Johnson farm, N 1/2 of NW 13-12-1 E and SW 24-12-1 E. 

Aime Lamontagne, who had worked for Mr. Johnson, continued 
to assist in the farm operation. When he retired, his son, Roland 
Lamontagne and family, moved into the house on the Johnson place 



and was employed by thefarm until Jack and Jean's family were old 
enough to help. 

In the early Seventies, Kenton J. became an active member of the 
farm operation; eventually acquiring a small parcel ofland just north 
of the farm site at SW 5-12-2E and building a home there. In 1980. 
Kenton and Jack purchased in partnership the land known as the 
Whitehead farm at E 1/2 20-12-2E which was owned by Mr. Oilman 
- quite a prominent Winnipeg retail furniture store owner at that 
time. The Lilyfield Cemetery is on the northeast corner of this 
property. 

In the Eighties, the youngest son, Wayne, became an active 
partner in the farm. In 1985, Jack and Wayne purchased part of the 
former George Smith (Neil Smith) farm at NW 8-12-2E and part of 
SE 8-12-2E. This was part of the farm that Jack's dad vacated in 
1924. Jack has taken an active part in the community such as the 
Lilyfield Community Club, etc.; Jean, after their marriage, also 
became a participant in community activities such as the UCW, the 
Mount Lildon Women's Institute and as a4-H leader. Jean has been 
a volunteer organist at the Lilyfield United Church for a number of 
years. 

Jack and Jean are members of the Independent Order of Foresters; 
both having held various offices in the Order. Jack served as Chief 
Ranger for Court Ucambria and received The Supreme Chief 
Ranger's Service Award. He has also been a member of the Cana
dian Seed Growers Association since 1949. 

Jack was one of the original trustees elected after the formation 
of the Municipal School District of Rosser. After considerable 
persuasion by the residents of Ward 3, he let his name stand for 
councillor in the RM of Rosser in 1970. At the time of this writing. 
Jack is still on the Rosser Council, holding the position of Deputy 
Reeve. 

From his involvement on Council, Jack has served on a number 
of Boards and Associations both as Boardmember and Chairperson. 
When the RM of Rosser became involved with the planning and 
building of the Rosewood Lodge Care Home in Stonewall, Jack was 
appointed to represent the municipality on the Board which came to 
be known as the Stonewall and District Health Centre. Jack served 
on that Board for 12 years acting as Chairperson for several terms. 
During that time, the Health Centre saw construction of the Rosewood 
Lodge Care Home, Stonewood Place, and the expansion of Dr. 
Evelyn Memorial Hospital, plans for a new hospital and expansion 
to the Care Home. Jack is presently involved with the Health Centre 
as the Chairperson of the Fund Raising Committee. 

The first house built in 1952 has undergone various renovations 
and additions by adding a breezeway and garage; and then, in 1959-
60, adding a bedroom and living room. As the family grows, so must 
the space. With the arrival of each new child, Jean acquired some
thing badly needed. When Karen was born, the first refrigerator; 
Martin, a washing machine and so on. In 1985, Jack and Jean 
decided to build a new home on the yard site of the former property 
of John Haddow. Son Wayne was persuaded to take over the 
residence at the farm. 

Both Jack and Jean are still actively involved in the farm 
operation at the time of writing but are not taking the responsibilities 
for many of the decisions; a sort of phasing out. 

First born, Kenton John, has submitted his own family story 
which appears separately. 

Only daughter, Karen Jean, was born on May 13, 1956. She is 
married to Brian Kolosky, an RCMP officer. They are stationed in 
Herbert, Saskatchewan and have two children, Diedre and Derek. 

Martin Craig was born on September 29, 1957. He spent a few 
years on the DEW line as an consul operator but presently lives in 
Winnipeg. He is employed by Display Fixtures, working on re
frigeration equipment, and helps on the farm when he is available. 

Martin is engaged to be married to Barbara Norberg on November 
7,1992. 

Wayne Alfred was born on June 25. 1959. He married Ruth 
Mueller in 1981 and lives in the old house on the farm built by his 
father in 1952. They have two sons, Jesse and Corey. 

Kenton John and Tamsen Judith (Matheson) 
Kenton John Oatway was born on December II. 1952. He 

attended Little Mountain School to Grade Five when it was closed. 
He then attended Rosser School from Grade Six to Eight. Kent 
graduated from Stonewall Collegiate in 1971 then went to the 
University of Manitoba for two years and studied for his degree in 
Agriculture. At that point he returned home and started farming with 
his dad and brothers. 

On August 2, 1975 Kent married Tamsen Judith Matheson, born 
December 7, 1955, daughter of Thomas and Shirley Matheson. 
Tammy was born in Winnipeg and moved to Stonewall in 1960. The 
family lived in Stonewall for ten years until moving to Selkirk in 
1970. 

Kent and Tammy lived in Winnipeg for two years. then one half 
mile north of Gordon until 1979, when they built a home just north 
of Jack Oatway's at SW 5-12-2E. They have a daughter, Judith 
Matheson, born March 6, 1981 and a son, Lee Matheson, born 
September29, 1984. The children attend school in Stonewall and the 
family is active in the Rosser and Stonewall communities. 

DA VE AND MARGARET OLFERT 

In 1966 we bought a I O-acre plot of land on the east side of Grosse 
Isle.Dave worked as a Winnipeg Transit bus driver. We sold our 
place in 1976 and bought a farm four and a half miles west of Warren 
where we are presently residing. 

Our children attended Rosser and Grosse Isle Schools. Brenda, 
our third child, was drowned in a swimming accident at an early age. 
Connie married Mark Johnston and they live in Cotton, Minnesota. 
They have three children: Gretchen, age 10: Wynnifryd, age 6; and 
Althea, age 4. Marilynne married Martin Smith. They were recently 
living in Calgary, Alberta but are now travelling in California. 
David married Rebecca McHaffey. They live in Surrey, British 
Columbia. David is working as a carpenter. Rodney married Alison 
Lennox. They live fou(and a half miles west of Warren. They have 
one daughter, Amber, age 8. 

Back RO\\': Connie. Marilynnc. Margarct. Dm'e Ol/('I"t (insct) 
Front Roll': Brcnda. Dm·id. Rodney 
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PAUL OSTAFICHUK 

My father worked for the CPR and I was born at Busteed, Ontario. 
I had no brothers or sisters. My mother passed away in Vancouver 
in 1964. My father lived at Winnipeg Beach until his death in 1980. 

I first came to Rosser in the spring of 1939. I worked as a hired 
hand for some years including three and one half years on the D.A. 
Minaker dairy farm, one and one half miles east of Rosser Village. 

I joined the Royal Canadian Armoured Corp at Winnipeg and 
was shipped to Camp Borden Army Base where I received training 
with the No.3 tank regiment. We trained with small arms weapons, 
automatic weapons, tanks and wireless operation, including Morst
Code with the original No. 19 sets. I did not get to go overseas. At 
war's end, I was transferred to the Lord Strathcona Horse Regiment 
in Winnipeg as the No.3 regiment had been disbanded and received 
my discharge in Winnipeg in 1946. 

With the help of The Soldiers Settlement Board and Veterans 
Land Act, I purchased my present farm from Mr. Walter Minaker in 
Rosser. I threshed my first crop of barley in 1947. It was a polite 
yield. 

I erected buildings, drilled a well and started to plant a shelterbelt 
around the yard with trees from Indian Head, Saskatchewan. I 
farmed with my neighbours over the years and worked off the farm 
during winters. 

That first winter I worked for Canada Packers in St. Boniface; the 
next winter for The Powell River Paper Co. in Powell River, British 
Columbia. It was a big and very interesting place. The third winter 
I worked for Pacific Mills Paper Co. in Ocean Falls, British Colum
bia. The fourth winter I worked for The MacGregor Telephone and 
Power Construction Co., in Edmonton, Alberta. We worked on rural 
telephone lines and covered a large area in central Alberta. I spent 
six winters in bush camps; the first two winters I worked with a 
swede saw but soon bought myself a chain saw. This was in Ontario 
and Manitoba. Working one winter for Ontario Hydro during the 
construction ora new power dam at Caribou Falls north of Minaki, 
Ontario was very interesting work. 

In 1959 I started full time off farm work as a self-employed 
carpenter and received my journeyman certificate in 1970. During 
some of these years I worked with Mr. Kent Morrison of Rosser on 
construction jobs remodelling homes, RCMP offices, new house 
construction and a new Manitoba Hydro regional office building in 
Gladstone. An interesting and enjoyable time. I fell off a building in 
1983 and quit carpentry. 

In 1960 I joined the Rosser Curling Club and received two thank 
you letters from the Rosser Ladies Curling Club, very much ap
preciated. I have been a member of the Grosse Isle Community Club 
for quite a number of years. These have been interesting and 
enjoyable years. As a member of the Grosse Isle Mixed Bowling 
League, I won nine trophies and still enjoy the memories. I have also 
been a member ofthe Meadows Community Club, an interesting and 
worthy organization. 

I still farm and needless to say I am still looking forward to that 
big crop. 

PALMER FAMILY 

In 1932 NW 20-12-1 E and W 1/2 NE 20-12-1 E was purchased by 
H.G. Palmer. He and his wife, Sarah, had seven daughters and one 
son, William H. or Bill. Bill married Winnie Price of Kaleida, 
Manitoba in 1936. They had two sons: Gerry, born September I, 
1937; and Bryan, born September 5, 1942. With their sons, the 
Palmers went in for mixed farming, managing a Holstein dairy and 
raising pigs. In 1960, SW 20-12-1 E was purchased from Bert 
Cowdery, who had married Anne Palmer. 

434 

Gerry married Dorothy Ritchie of Argyle. They have four chil
dren: Sherrie Lynn, Kendall, Leanne and Grant. 

Bryan, the younger son, married me, Bernice Watson, of Win
nipeg in June, 1966 and we lived in Winnipeg until 1970 when we 
moved into our new home on SW 20-12-1 E. 

BrwlIl. Michael. Bernice Pa/Iller. Lori 

We have two children: 
Michael James, born May II, 
1971; and Lori Dawn, born 
May 9,1973. 

Wehavetwochildren: Michael 
Jmnes, bom May I L 1971; and 
Lori Dawn. bam May 9. 1973. 

In May, 1977 we suffered the 
loss of our beloved wife, mother 
and gnmdmother. Winnie. 

In December, 1988 we sold 
the home on SW 20-12-1 E and 
purchased the t~U11ily hmn from 
W.H. Palmer. We are very proud 
to be the third generation living 
here. W .H. Palmer has retired (md 
moved to Lions Manor in 
Stonewall. 

- Bemice Palmer 

BILL AND SHELLEY PASTRICK 

We purchased 80 acres of land, S 1/2 NW 36-11-1 E, from Annie 
Peterson in October, 1987. We moved ourselves and two cats from 
Winnipeg into a mobile horne on the land in May, 1989. The yardsite 
and house plans were completed the previous winter. 

The spring of 1989 saw the beginning of the transformation of a 
bare field into what our architect named "The Prairie Oasis". During 
the first two seasons we planted about 18,000 feet of shelterbelt 
around our yardsite with trees from the PFRA Program in Indian 
Head, Saskatchewan. 

Bill alld Shelley Pastrick with "GIIS" 

In the winter of 1990-91 we were blessed with the arrival of a new 
addition to the family, a German Shepherd puppy. 

House construction began in the summer of 1991 with our 
projected move-in being the fall of 1992. We enjoy our Prairie Oasis 
in the RM of Rosser and plan on spending our lives here. 



PATTERSON 

Joseph and Anna (Olsen) 
Joseph's father and mother, James Patterson and Anna Mooney 

Patterson, immigrated from Ireland and settled in Ontario near 
Guelph. James came to Manitoba to fight in the Riel Rebellion but 
returned to live in Ontario. His grandson, Tom, is still in possession 
of the gun - a Winchester 44 -James used during the war. 

Joseph Patterson came to Manitoba in 1879 to live and work in 
the Tupper-Glenella area. He was a contractor and built many of the 
roads and drainage ditches in that area. 

Joseph Pattersoll with children Tom alld Alice. 1920 

Anna Olsen, born in 1878, came to Canada from Stockholm, 
Sweden in 1882. The family settled at Tupper. 

Joseph and Anna eloped and were married in Gladstone in 1893. 
Her father disapproved of the marriage and took chase but friends 
helped the young couple (Anna was only fifteen) and the wedding 
was over and Joseph and Anna away before he could catch them. 
Anna loved to recall the excitement of that day and we all loved to 
hear that story. 

Joe and Anna homesteaded at Tupper and moved to Glenella in 
1902. They had 13 children. 

They moved to the Rosser district in 1923. Joseph was in poor 
health at that time and lived in semi-retirement until he died in 1935. 
Anna died in 1961. In true pioneer spirit their home and their hearts 
were always open to everyone with an abundance of good food and 
hearty welcome for all who came to their door. 

There were seven children at home when they moved to Rosser, 
the other six having married and settled throughout the west. Harry, 
Bert, Ruth, Ethel, Lily, Alice and Tom were still at home. They 
attended Rosser and Gerrie Schools. 

Harry worked for Mrs. Fields of the Lilyfield district for several 
years. He moved to British Colum bia and married Phillis Henderson 
from Pelly, Saskatchewan. They resided in Victoria and had two 
girls. Harry died in 1978 and Phillis in 1990. 

Bert farmed in the Rosser area and married Eloise Fowley in 
1934. They moved to Transcona and had two children. Bert died in 
1974. 

Ruth married Andrew (Don) Webster in 1929 and lived in 
Transcona. They had eight children. Ruth died in 1981 and Don in 
1991. 

Ethel worked in the Rosser district and married Robert Murison 
in 1930. He managed Sunny brook farms for Mr. Martin for several 
years, finally taking up residence in Winnipeg where he died in 
1967. They had two children. 

Lily, after leaving Gerrie School, went to high school in Oakville, 
Manitoba and attended Normal School in Winnipeg. She taught 
school in rural Manitoba and in 1941 married Harold Sherritt of 
Portage. They lived in Winnipeg and had four children. Lily died in 
1991. 

Alice lived at home until she married James Corbett of St. James. 
They had five children. 

Tom, the youngest son, still resides in the Rosser district. His 
story follows. 

Thomas and Jean (Conquergood) 
Tom was born in Glenella, Manitoba in 1918. The Patterson 

family moved to the Rosser district in 1924 and on to the present 
farm at 19-11-2E in 1926. Tom went to Gerrie School. When he 
started school he went by "dog sleigh". The family dog was hitched 
to a sleigh and sent across the field to the school, Tom got off and sent 
the dog home. At 4:00 pm the dog was hitched up again and sent back 
to school for Tom. He got in and the dog brought him home again. 
That was much more fun than riding a noisy old school bus for miles 
and miles! The last years he went to Gerrie he lit the fires and was 
caretaker for $15 a year. They burned 15-16 cords of wood each 
winter. 

Tom went to work in rural Manitoba when he was 16 and returned 
home in 1937. He bought a truck and took over the milk route from 
his brother, Bert. During this time he helped his neighbours when
ever necessary with delivery service and taking them to town 
shopping, etc. This was a time when roads could become nearly 
impassable with mud or snow and not everybody had a vehicle. 
Snow or mud never daunted him. Some of the people who he 
enjoyed these trips with were Myron Riley and Tom Hutton among 
others. 

When Little Mountain Sports Club had a ball team, they all piled 
into the back of Tom's one-ton truck to go to practices and games. 
Tom had to get a permit from the licence bureau to carry people in 
the back of his truck. 

Tom was always fona of horses, raced a few at Stonewall fairs 
and when his sons were old enough Tom got them each a horse of 
their own. When the Rosser Light Horse and Pony Club was formed, 
horse shows and training took place on the Patterson farm. He 
became a leader in 1964 for ten or more years. Since the boys have 
gone their separate ways, the horse population has changed from 
quarter horses to Tom's first love - heavy draft horses, especially 
Belgians. 

In 1948 Tom married Jean, twin and second youngest daughter 
of Murd and Frances Conquergood of Lilyfield. Jean went to school 
at Lilyfield, high school in Transcona and got her RN diploma from 
the Misericordia School of Nursing. Jean later nursed at Gladstone 
General Hospital for two years before returning to Winnipeg to 
continue nursing until she married Tom in 1948. In 1970 she took a 
refresher course at Health Sciences Centre and returned to nursing 
for about ten years. 

Tom and Jean have four sons: Thomas Ross, Reginald Wayne, 
Richard Lome and Rodger Phillip. Richard was born on April 21, 
1954 and they were snowed in. To find roads they could drive on 
they had to go two miles west and three miles north to get to 
Winnipeg, three miles south of where they lived. Jean was glad to get 
to the hospital and Tom's mother - who had 13 children - said, ''I'm 

435 



just glad I had mine before I had to go to the hospital!" With all this 
noise about midwifery it makes you wonder. 

Tom and Jean have supported the United Church at Lilyfield, 
Tom on the Board of Stewards and Jean on the Session and as a UCW 
member for many years. 

Pallersolljalllily, 1990. Back Row: Ross . .fasoll. Tom. Stacy. Rodger. Reg. Reggie. 
Richard 
Middle Row: Frail. Eli:aiJeth, .feall, Marlelle, TOllllIlV, Bl'I'all, Leslie 
Frollt Row: Natalie, Michael, .failles . . 

House parties in the district were the means of socializing during 
long cold winters in days gone bye. Dances at Little Mountain, 
Lilyfield Hall and Meadows were a lot of fun. When their children 
were small they bundled them up and went to the neighbours for 
supper and an evening of cards, At the time they were raising their 
four boys they also managed to have several extra boys around; be 
it for overnight, a day, a week or a summer. Many lasting friendships 
were made as a result and happy visitors enjoy talking about the fun 
and good times had at the Patterson farm in Rosser. 

T. Ross and Fran (Salamandyk) 
Ross is the eldest son of Tom and Jean Patterson and was born on 

August 3, 1949, He started school at Little Mountain and later went 
to East Rosser, Rosser and Warren Collegiate. 

Ross was an active member of the Rosser Light Horse and Pony 
4-H Club for some 10 years and also showed horses all over the 
Province for about 16 years. 

Ross worked for Federal Grain at Bergen Siding and at Dauphin 
for three years and after that for Gulf at Oak Bluff. In 1973 Ross 
started working at Reimer Express where he is presently employed 
as a truck driver with his own truck. 

In 1972 Ross married Sandra Sontag of Westwood. They later 
divorced and Ross married Fran Salamandyk from Senkiw, Mani
toba. Ross and Fran have a son, Jason, 18, and two daughters, 
Elizabeth, 14, and Natalie, 11. The family resides in Winnipeg. 

Fran is a teacher's aid with Winnipeg School Division #1 and 
enjoys gardening, baking and camping. Jason likes ski-dooing, ice 
fishing and camping. Elizabeth takes Ukrainian-immersion in school 
and enjoys dancing and music. Natalie also takes Ukrainian-immer
sion and enjoys horses and being out with her dad. Ross enjoys 
trucking, camping and especially working on his future yard site on 
the home farm in Rosser. 

A friend may well be reckoned the masterpiece of n;lture. 

RALPH WALDO EMERSON 
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Reg and Marlene (Puddifant) 
I, Reginald, was born on March 30, 1952, the second child of Tom 

and Jean Patterson. I was very active in the Rosser Light Horse and 
Pony Club for eight years. I also trained and showed horses pro
vincially all through my teens. 

After school I went to Thompson for a year in 1970. While there 
I met Marlene Puddifant of Stony Mountain and we were married in 
1972. We lived in Winnipeg until 1979. We had two boys while in 
Winnipeg: Reggie, who was born in 1973 and Tommy, who was 
born in 1975. We moved to Saskatoon, Saskatchewan in 1979. We 
had one more boy, Michael, born in 1981. 

We presently live in Saskatoon where I am employed by Acklands 
Limited as Bumper to Bumper Provincial Sales Manager. 

In 1967 I and two other local boys, Laurie and Larry Stafford, 
helped build the annex at the Bergen elevator. It was very memorable 
because all three of us spent the entire summer with large bandages 
on our left thumbs from smashing them with the crib axe we used to 
drive nails. 

Richard and Leslie (Harris) 
Rick is the third son of Tom and Jean Patterson and was born in 

1954. Rick attended school at Rosser, Grosse Isle and Warren. He 
was very active in 4-H as he was growing up, participating successfull y 
in provincial level demonstration events and countless horse shows. 

In 1975 Rick married Leslie Harris, eldest daughter of Jim and 
Helen Harris of Grosse Isle. Leslie also attended school at Grosse 
Isle and Warren and completed a program in Human Resource 
Management at the University of Manitoba in 1986. Rick and Leslie 
have two sons - James, 9, and Bryan, 4 - and the family continues to 
live on the Patterson farm. 

James has attended Rosser Elementary and is currently attending 
school at Grosse Isle. Bryan attends daycare at Red River Com
munity College where Leslie is employed as Director of Personnel. 
Rick continues to farm, raising beef cattle and forage crops. 

The family enjoys the outdoors very much. Rick is an avid hunter/ 
fisherman and Leslie enjoys fitness walking and snowshoeing. Both 
James and Bryan are real nature enthusiasts and a favourite year
round retreat for the family is the Fort Whyte Centre for Environ
mental Education where they are members. Camping and fishing 
trips are enjoyable as well but Rick is kept extremely busy during the 
summer months putting up hay. 

Rodger and Stacy (Saville) 
Rodger Phillip, the youngest son of Tom and Jean Patterson, 

graduated from Stonewall Collegiate in 1983. At that time Rodger 
decided to see the countryside by working for his oldest brother, 
Ross, driving a long haul truck at Big Freight and Canadian Great 
Western Express. That lasted for six years until his injury on the job 
which now has him expanding his horizons in the education field. 

During this time at work he met and married Stacy Saville from 
Winnipeg. They purchased a house two miles south of Stonewall 
and that is where they now reside. They are hoping to have a family 
in the near future. 

STEVE AND JOAN PCHAJEK 

Steve and Joan moved from Elmwood district in Winnipeg to 
Meadows, in the RM of Rosser, in July, 1975 with their five 
children: Stephen, 13; Sharon, 12; Selina, 10; Shawn, 7; and Sherri, 
3. 

They purchased Rueben Rieges' farm in 1974. While building 
their home they lived in a home belonging to Art Malmas in the 
Swedish Camp, moving to their own home in July, 1976. 



Ron and Ernie Braun rented and worked the farm until Steve took 
over in 1989 to farm for himself. Steve was a body mechanic for 
Holiday Chevrolet and commuted to Winnipeg every day until he 
took over the farming. 

Back Row: Shari, Stephen, Shall'n, Selina 
Front Row: Sharon. Joan alld StCl'e Pchajek 

The children, who are all graduates of Warren Collegiate, have 
chosen various occupations. Stephen, a graduate of the University 
of Manitoba in Computer Science is an Assistant Technical Support 
Manager for Great West Life. Sharon, a graduate of the University 
of Manitoba with a Bachelor of Commerce, plans to article for a 
chartered accounting firm. She is currently working for the Taxation 
Centre in Winnipeg. Selina works with thoroughbred horses at Knob 
Hill Stables in Toronto, Kentucky and Florida. Shawn graduated from 
Red River College with an Architectural Drafting degree and is 
presently an apprentice carpenter with Lowell Enns Construction in 
Winnipeg. Sherri is attending third year Education at the University 
of Manitoba. 

DARRYL AND DONNA PEDERSON 

Donna was born on August 27, 1958. She lived with her parents, 
Percy and Doris Hudson, and brother, Bruce, on the farm 20-11-2E 
in the RM of Rosser. In 1970 this farm was sold and they moved to 
SW 32-11-2E. 

Donna attended elementary school at Rosser and Grosse Isle. She 
was very active in baseball and was also a member of the Rosser 
Heights 4-H Club for five years. She attended the first two years of 
high school at Warren and transferred to Stonewall Collegiate for 
the other two years. She graduated from there in 1977. 

On July 25, 1977 Donna became employed with the Correctional 
Service of Canada at the Stony Mountain Institution. In February, 
1986 she accepted a new position at the Rockwood Institution, 
where she is still employed. 

Donna met Darryl Pederson on May 20, 1974 and they were 
married four years later on July 29, 1978. 

Darryl was born on August 10, 1956 to Anker and Lorraine 
Pederson of Stony Mountain. He had attended school in Stony 
Mountain, Keewatin, Ontario and Stonewall which he left in 1974. 
He was very active in sports, especially hockey and basketball. He 
was also a member of the Youth Bowling League. After leaving 
school, Darryl soon realized that his future was in mechanics. He 
enrolled at Red River Community College and, after four years, was 

awarded his journeyman's papers in Auto Mechanics. He decided to 
further his education and knowledge by attending the Assiniboine 
Community College in Brandon where he achieved his journeyman's 
papers in Diesel Mechanics. In 1987 Darryl started his own business, 
Quality Auto Service, out of his home. In January, 1989 he moved 
his business into a brand new shop which is built near their country 
home. 

Donna and Darryl lived at Stony Mountain after their marriage. 
While living there, their first-born, Kristina, arrived on November 
16, 1979. In March of 1980 they moved in with Donna's parents 
while they planned and built a new home for themselves on NW 32-
11-2E. In March, 1981 the day dawned when it was finally ready and 
they moved in with a new addition to the family; a son, Kurt, who 
had arrived on January 5th, Grandpa Hudson's birthday. 

Kristina and Kurt attended day care and kindergarten at Stony 
Mountain. From there they went to the R.W. Bobby Bend School in 
Stonewall. They are currently attending the Stonewall Centennial 
School. 

Kristina has many varied interests. She has been involved in 
baseball, figure skating and dance classes. She is also an avid 
swimmer. 

Kurt loves sports and is especially keen on hockey. He is in his 
third year of playing at Stony Mountain. Kurt, like his sister loves to 
swim. 

The whole family really enjoys getting away for weekends in the 
summer. They especially enjoy jaunts with fishing, for Mom and 
Dad, and swimming for the young ones. Darryl also stays active in 
the winter, playing hockey in the Old Timers Hockey League. 
Donna is busy year round driving "Mom's Taxi"for all the childrens' 
activities. With hockey season flowing into fishing season and vise 
versa, there is not much spare time at the Pederson home. 

EMILE AND ALICE PELOQUIN 

Emile Albert Peloquin was born in Abbeyville, Manitoba in 
1915. He was raised and attended school there and, during that time, 
was active in the Lundar hockey and baseball teams. He came to 
Winnipeg in 1939 and enlisted in the Canadian Armed Forces. 

In 1943 he married Alice Aguesse in Abbeyville, Manitoba. He 
then worked a number of years with the Union Metal Company in 
Winnipeg until he decided to go into his own grocery and meat 
business. 

A daughter, Dianne, was born in 1946. She attended Sargent Park 
School and Daniel McIntyre Collegiate. She maITied John David 
Martin in East Kildonan in 1967. They have three children -
Michelle, Jason and Brent - and the family now resides in the 
Minneapolis area of Minnesota. 

Emile became active in the beauty industry in 1950 until his 
retirement in 1963. Emile and Alice have enjoyed travelling. They 
owned a home in Florida for a few years where they used to spend 
their winters. However, they are now happily enjoying theirretirement 
at home in Lilyfield. 

- llpdated/I'()fll Rosser Ripples 

JAMES AND GLORIA PENNER 

Jim and Gloria and their children, Jennifer and Jamie, moved to 
Rosser in the fall of 1975. They had purchased the yard site of the 
"old MacDonald farm", NE 35-11-lW, from Jim and Dorothy Blair 
in 1974. The spring and summer of 1975 was a busy time for the 
Penners. There were several old buildings in the yard that needed to 
be demolished and cleaned up before their house, which was built in 
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Eriksdale, could be moved onto the site. They planted many trees 
and established a garden. 

Jim teaches Junior High at Stonewall Centennial School. At this 
time he is also taking courses at the University of Manitoba towards 
his Post Baccalaureate Certificate in Education. Gloria taught in 
Warren and Stonewall at the primary level for a few years until 
Jeremy was born. She is currently teaching half-time Kindergarten 
in Rosser. Jim and Gloria are active members of Rosser United 
Church. Jim is an elder and is on the church board. Gloria teaches 
Sunday School. 

Jamic. Gloria. JCllIli!l'}'. Jim. Jercmy PCIIII(!J' 

Jennifer has been active in various community activities. She 
enjoyed public speaking and demonstrations in 4-H and competed 
at the provincial level in demonstrations. She won numerous public 
speaking awards. She also taught Sunday School at Rosser United 
Church. While attending the University of Manitoba, Jennifer met 
Tim Holbrow. They were married in 1992. Jennifer and Tim 
currently live in Winnipeg where Tim is serving with the Princess 
Patricia Canadian Light Infantry. 

Jamie was also actively involved in 4-H, winning the Provincial 
public speaking award at the Intermediate level in 1986. He enjoyed 
music, playing the piano as well as playing lead trombone in the 
Warren Collegiate Jazz Band. In his high school years he enjoyed 
mathematics, winning the Canadian Mathematics Competition 
medals in Grades 9, II and 12. Jamie is currently enrolled in the 
Faculty of Engineering at the University of Manitoba. 

Jeremy also enjoys music. He is currently studying both piano 
and trombone. His greatest interest, however, is computers. His 
talents in this area are frequently called upon to help family and 
friends when they encounter problems with these "marvels of 
technology". 

ERIC AND NORMA PETERSON 

Norma White was born in Craighurst, Ontario and received her 
education there and in Barrie, Ontario. 

As ayoung girl she came to Lilyfield with her family in 1929. She 
lived in Winnipeg for some time while attending Success Business 
College, but returned to Lilyfield. 

In 1937 she met her future husband, Eric Peterson, in Lilyfield 
and they were married in 1939. While living in Lilyfield their three 
children were born: Florence, Arvid and Wayne. Florence attended 
Phipps school for a couple of years before the family moved to the 
city in 1948. 
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Eric, who was born in Sweden, came to Canada in 1929. He was 
in Saskatchewan a few years and came to Lilyfield in 1935. He 
worked on a faIID, 33-12-2E, which was owned by a Winnipeg 
businessman, W.P. Graham. 

His sister and her husband, Roy McGuire, were living on the farm 
at that time. Mr. McGuire was badly crippled by arthritis and Mr. and 
Mrs. McGuire with their two boys, Harold and Melville, moved to 
a berry farm in Rockwood and later to the city. 

Eric worked hard to beautify the farm by landscaping the grounds 
and planting thousands of trees. The place is now well cared for by 
the present owners. As Eric got to know the district, he liked it more 
and more. There were skating parties at Deans where the young 
people of the district would meet about once a week and Mrs. Dean 
would serve up hot chocolate before all went home. There was also 
the Church/Community Hall. Lots of things went on such as dances, 
whist drives and the famous fall suppers where the ladies of the 
district were able to show their culinary art. This was evident by the 
hugh crowds that always came to the suppers. 

There seems to have been more interaction between Lilyfield, 
Rosser and Meadows young people at that time. There were Christmas 
concerts at the schools and, as a matter offact, it was at a Christmas 
concert in Phipps School that Norma and Eric first saw each other 
which eventually led to their marriage. 

In 1942 Eric was offered a job as Manager on the A & B Stock 
Fanl1. The farm had been purchased from the Lauder family by two 
Winnipeg businessmen, M. Ashton and Ray Brown. On the farm 
they raised shorthorn cattle and hogs. In 1948 the farm was sold and 
Eric and Norma, with their family, moved to the city. Eric worked 
for TransAir/PW A, now Canadian, for 26 years until his retirement 
in 1974. 

Eric alld Norma Perersoll (45th Alllli\'crsaryJ 

In 1981 they purchased their present home from the late Allison 
Whitehead, returning to the area they had enjoyed so much and 
where family and friends lived. Florence and her husband, Bill 
McCoy, and family built their home there in 1971 on 21-12-2E. 

PETERSON 

Per Gustave and Josephina Marie (Benson) 
Per Gustav Peterson and Josephina Marie Benson came to 

Canada from Kalmor, Sweden about 1886. They were both sponsored 
and the fare advanced by CP Railway. They were married in 1894 
at Rat Portage, Ontario, now known as Kenora. They built a home 
in Lakeside and lived there until 1899. Gus worked for the CPR in 
railway construction in the summer and for Rat Portage Lumber in 
winter. 



In 1899 he bought 240 acres of crown land in Rosser, 12-12-1 E, 
and started farming but, until 1907, always took the family and outfit 
to the bush in the winter where he cut bridge timber and ties for the 
CPR and his wife was cook for the camp. 

They had three children, all born in Rat Portage: Ellen (Mrs. Oscar 
Nord), Arthur and Sten. The children grew up in Rosser district and 
attended the East Rosser School #594. 

Gus died in 1942 and Josephina in 1943. Both are buried in 
Lilyfield cemetery. The original Peterson farm, 12-12-IE, is still 
farmed by Sten's daughter, Iris, and her husband, Les Wedge. 

Arthur and Annie (Hind march) 
Arthur bought 240 acres, 36-11-1 E, in 1924. In 1926 he married 

Annie Hindmarch who was born in Cannington Manor, North West 
Territories, now called Manor, Saskatchewan. Arthur rented the 
Riley farm from 1926 to 1931 then moved to Grisdale farm until 
1942 when he took over the home farm. 

Allllie alld Art Petersoll 

Arthur and Annie raised five children, four girls and one boy. All 
the family attended East Rosser and Grosse Isle School. 

Josephine married Bill Fruin of Yarbo, Saskatchewan where 
they farmed. They had five children, three girls and two boys. Bill 
passed away in 1983. 

Jean married James Patterson of Oakville, Manitoba who worked 
for the CNR. They had four children, two girls and two boys. Jim 
passed away in 1978 and Robert passed away in 1984. 

Allan married Jenny Sidlowich. They have three children, two 
girls and one boy. They are both retired and living in Yorkton, 
Saskatchewan. 

Audrey married Harvey Buchanan. They farm at Argyle and 
have two children, one girl and one boy. 

Florence married Edgar Olson. They have two girls. They are 
retired and live in Woodlands. 

Arthur and Annie farmed from 1926 to 1978. In the early years 
Arthur spent summers in road construction and logging and, in 
winter, ice freighting at Lake Winnipeg, God's Lake and Red Lake 
mining districts while Annie looked after fann and family. In 1942 
he came back to farm the home farm and his own 240 acres. 

Arthur continued in father's footsteps as his door was always 
open if neighbours needed a helping hand or just a cup of coffee and 
a visit. Many travellers spent the night or were pulled out of the 
snowbank when the highway was blocked in winter or muddy and 
slippery in summer. 

In 1950 they bought the store at Gordon from Mike Myska. Annie 
and Art moved to Gordon in 1962 and continued to farm until 1978. 
Arthur passed away in 1980. Annie resided at Gordon for two more 
years and then moved to Stonewood Apartments in Stonewall. She 
enjoyed her stay in the apartment with many visitors and her family 
close by and able to visit often. She spent her last two years in 

Rosewood Care Home. Annie passed away in September, 1988. 
Arthur and Annie are buried in Chapel Lawn Memorial Gardens. 

Sten and Kathleen (Maskell) 
Sten and Kathleen Maskell were married in Winnipeg on No

vember 24, 1927. They moved directly to the Lilyfield district of 
Rosser where they farmed until 1943 when they moved to Winnipeg. 

During the 16 years they lived on the farm, Sten was involved in 
road construction during the summers and hauling pulp wood in the 
bush for the winter months. The couple worked together in these 
endeavours; Sten as his own foreman and Kathleen as a much 
appreciated cook, nurse and bookkeeper. 

During the war Peterson Construction was engaged in the con
struction of runways for airports as well as grading roads. Another 
venture about this time was strip coal mines in Alberta. 

Following the move to Winnipeg, Kathleen was busy with home 
and famil y. The couple had three daughters. Iris married Leslie Wedge 
and moved to Gordon in the RM of Rosser. Evelyn married Harry 
Slagerman from Rosser. Joan married Lloyd Lillebo and lives in 
Kelvington, Saskatchewan. 

Sten and Kathleen both attended school in Rosser Municipality; 
Sten at East Rosser and Kathleen at old Grosse Isle. Sten's trans
portation during the winter was by dog sled, while Kathleen's father 
drove the sleigh van. 

Sten died on September 22, 1961 when his car was hit by a CN 
train near Rosser. 

Kathleen joined the Indian Affairs Branch of the provincial 
government. She worked as a house mother for girls at Indian 
Residential Schools in Portage La Prairie and Birtle, Manitoba 
before retiring in 1971. She currently lives at the Eastern Star Chalet 
in Charles wood. 

Stell alld Kav Petersoll. Mary alld Johll \Vedge 

Joan and Lloyd Lillebo 
Joan is the youngest daughter of Sten and Kathleen Peterson. 

While visiting relatives in Kelvington, Saskatchewan she met Lloyd 
Lillebo. They were married in November, 1959 and lived in Win
nipeg for a short time. 

In 1963 they moved to the old John Wedge farm with their two 
sons, Wayne and Rick. 

Lloyd worked in Winnipeg for Firestone Tire Company. Joan 
was very involved in the Rosser 4-H Light Horse and Pony Club. 
The two boys attended school at Rosser and Grosse Isle. 

Lloyd always wanted to return to Kelvington to farm and they 
moved back there in 1974. They live on a farm just outside of town. 
Lloyd farms and Joan is a manager of the liquor store in Kelvington. 

Wayne farms in the summer and works on the oil rigs in the 
winter. He is planning to marry in April. 

Rick farms and drives truck. He and his wife, Faye, have two 
children, Lome and Christina. 
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W ALTER AND GLADYS PETLOCK 

Walter Henry Petlock, or Paddy as he was known, was born and 
raised at Fernwood, Saskatchewan. He was working in the Stone
wall area in 1940 when he met and married Gladys Beirnes. She was 
born at Narcisse and raised in the Stonewall and the Rockwood 
district. After their marriage, Walter enlisted in the Armed Forces 
and they were stationed at Red Deer, Alberta. 

In the fall of 1946 Walter and Gladys purchased the farm on 10-
12-2E from Tom Davies. By this time Walter was also employed by 
Canada Packers in Winnipeg. He held a position there until his 
retirement in 1966. Gladys has served in many different capacities 
over the years. She has been a homemaker, farmer, gardener, and has 
also worked in restaurants in her time. 

Walter and Gladys were blessed with a loving son, Lloyd. He 
loved the great outdoors with all the beautiful flowers and animals. 
However, they suffered a great blow when he passed away at just 
five years of age. 

Walter passed away in the summer of 1976. 
Gladys is semi-retired. She enjoys her big garden during the 

summer and keeps a lot of people supplied with vegetables from it. 
During the winter months she is able to take things a bit easier. She 
has made a few trips out to Vancouver and Nanaimo, British 
Columbia, visiting with family and friends. 

Gladys always has time to visit when friends come calling. Then, 
too, she also loves to go to bingo whenever the chance arises. 

PETRIW 

Dmytro and Mary (Zacharkiw) 
Dmytro Petriw, November 8, 1894 - June 18, 1961, left his home 

in the Ukraine at the age of 14 and travelled by himself to Montreal 
where he resided with his sister for the next six years. Hearing of 
work in the west he made his way, by means of walking and riding 
the rails, to Winnipeg where he started to work on his cousin's, Paul 
Grenkow, dairy fmm which was located in the Municipality of 
Rosser. 

Mary and Dlllytro Petrill" 

On June 11, 1922 he married Mary Zacharki w. Mary was born in 
Winnipeg on August 15, 1905. She attended King Edward School in 
Winnipeg obtaining her Grade nine education. They started their 
married life in a small farm house on one acre of land. Over the years 
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more land was purchased and Oakland Dairies, with a herd of 40 
cows, was established. At the time Oakland Dairy was operating, all 
40 cows were milked by hand. Also, at that time, there was no indoor 
plumbing, no electricity and the means of transportation was by 
horse and buggy. 

I will always remember the story my mother told us of how a city 
girl made her first attempt to milk a cow. She really tried to impress 
my dad in her first attempt. She sat on the wrong side of the cow -
the cow kicked the pail and upset all the milk. 

Under the harsh economic conditions of the 1930's, Mary and 
Dmytro raised five children: Olga, Mildred, Daniel, Bernard and 
Lillian. While all the children attended the local Wentworth School, 
financial restraints at the time allowed only Bernie and Lillian to 
complete their high school education in Winnipeg. 

Eventually the farm property was sold and became part of the 
"Meadows" subdivision in Winnipeg and, in honour of pioneers 
Mary and Dmytro, one of the streets in the development is named 
"Petriw Bay". 

Their eldest daughter, Olga, was born July 21,1923 and married 
John Bilous. During her working years she was employed by Canada 
Safeway. Olga raised two children, Pat and Brian, who attended 
Wentworth School and Stonewall Collegiate. Daughter Pat Johnson 
resides in Phoenix, Arizona and has one daughter, Jody. Brian and 
his wife, Gladys, reside in St. Andrews, Manitoba. They have three 
children: Keith, Scott and Sherri. Olga passed away on October 3, 
1988. 

Their second daughter, Mildred, was born November 26, 1926. 
She married Michael Gogush who passed away on July 1, 1985. 
Mildred resides in Headingley. She and Michael raised five children. 
Allan and his wife, Evelyn, reside in Winnipeg and have two 
daughters, Kerry and Lisa., Judy and husband, Reg, reside in 
Winnipeg. They have two children, Michael and Dawn. 
Richard and wife, Penny, reside in St. Francois Xavier with their two 
children, Ricki and Alivia., Sharon resides in Winnipeg with her two 
children, Jeremy and Steven. Maureen and husband, Dave, reside in 
Starbuck, Manitoba. 

Daniel, November 9,1927 to January 15, 1989, married Anne 
Ewanko in 1952. They lived on the original farm in Rosser until 
1975 when they moved to St. Andrews. They raised five children -
Douglas, Gary, Darlene, Sandra and Christine - all of whom attended 
the local Wentworth School. Doug and his wife, Teresa, reside in 
Lethbridge, Alberta with their daughter, Michelle. Gary and forn1er 
wife, Marilyn, have two children, Tara and Chad. They reside in 
Winnipeg. Darlene and husband, Colin, reside in St. Andrew's with 
their two children, Mathew and Andrea. Sandra and husband, Neil 
Wawryko, also reside in St. Andrew's. Christine resides in Winnipeg. 

Bernard, born November20, 1931, married Lil Moreau and they 
have one daughter, Elaine, who now resides in Toronto with her son, 
Christopher. In 1973 Bernard remarried and he and his wife, Diane, 
have three children: Christian, Simone and Jeremy. They make their 
home in Kingston, Jamaica. 

I, Lillian, was born February 24, 1934 and married Edward 
Kustra in 1955. I was employed for many years by TransAir 
Limited. My husband and I are both retired and reside in St. James. 

The matriarch of the family, Mrs. Mary Petriw, celebrated her 
86th birthday in 1991 and still enjoys good health and resides in her 
parent's previous home in Winnipeg. She is loved by her three 
remaining children, 16 grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren. 

- Lillian Kustra 

GEORGE AND ELLEN PHIPPS 

George Trotman Phipps, a young Englishman, came to north 
Rosserearly in 1894. Kenneth McKenzie, contractor, owned several 



George Phipps 

parcels of land in Rosser in the 
1880' s. He sold Mr. Phipps the 
SW30-12-IEandtheS If20f 
NW 30-12-1 E. The Phipps 
home was also built by Mr. 
McKenzie. 

On September 26, 1894 
George married Ellen, a 
daughter of George and Lucy 
Styles. They were the first to 
wed in St. Michael's Anglican 
Church. Their two sons were 
baptized there as well: Thomas 
Howes in September, 1895 and 
Charles Ferdinand in 1903. 
Thomas passed away in March 
13, 1902 and is buried at St. 
Michael's Cemetery. 

In 1904 they sold the farm to Edward Ross James who also 
brought his bride, Jessie, to this lovely home. The Phippses purchased 
another home near Rosser but soon moved to Peachland, British 
Columbia in search of warmer climate. 

- Frances Holm 

THE PHIPPS F AMIL Y 

John Wise and Betsy Harcus (Randall) 
John Wise Phipps was born in Bedfordshire County, England on 

May 25, 1859. His early education was in England and later in 
Switzerland and Germany where he received his degree in Civil 
Engineering. He came to Canada by boat in 1883 to work on the 
railroad. Here he met a friend, E.H. Taylor, from whom he bought 
land in 1884. He became the fourth pioneer to take up residence in 
Lilyfield and farmed the land on NW I 6-12-2E. It was registered on 
the title as Middle Bluff, later called Lilyfield. 

John lived in a tent until he built a log house. In 1899 he built a 
frame house where Bob White lived. He later built a new house. In 
the early days, his home was referred to as Halfway House because 
of the travellers passing through by foot or by oxen and horse. Here 
they found a place to rest and stay the night. 

Mr. Phipps was postmaster in Lilyfield from 1896 to 1927. He 
was also councillor for Ward Four in Rosser from 1899 to 190 I. He 
was appointed Justice of the Peace in 1910 and spent many years as 
assessor for the RM of Rosser. 

In 1891 he married Mrs. John Harcus, the former Betsy Randall. 
She was born on January 26,1854 in the town of Pie row all Westray, 
Orkney Islands, Scotland. She had two sons, William and Thomas 
Harcus. Mr. and Mrs. Phipps had three children: Sarah, who died in 
infancy; Jean Reid, born July 14, 1894; and Matthew Wise, born 
August 24,1897. 

Matthew Wise and Lillian (Riley) 
Matthew Wise married Mary Lillian Vida Riley on August 12, 

1924. They farmed with Matt's parents. Matt and Lillian were very 
active in the community. Matt served on the school board and also 
as treasurer on the board of stewards for Lilyfield United Church. 
This post he held for many years. Lillian was an active member of 
the ladies' group. She played the piano for many occasions such as 
school concerts. 

Matthew and Lillian had three children: Audrey Jean, born 
January 10, 1926, died February 11, 1927; Frances Elizabeth, born 

October 27, 1929; and John Myron, born October 16, 1932. 
Matt passed away February 5, 1941 at his home in LiIyfield. In 

1944 Lillian and her two children moved to Stonewall where they 
bought a small home. The children attended school there. 

Frances and Howard Sturtevant 
Frances (Toey) married Howard Ralph Sturtevant, oldest son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Sturtevant of Stonewall. They lived on the home 
farm for five years with his father. At that time they bought a farm 
known as the Jim MacWiliiam farm. Here they carried on farming 
and dairying until 1974. They then had beef cattle. In 1988, the farm 
was sold to Murray Boonstra and they retired. 

Howard and Frances have two children, Laverne Frances and 
Darryl Matthew Ralph. 

Laverne was born on May 25, 1954. She received her education 
in Stonewall. Laverne belonged to the Stonewall 4-H horse club, 
holding many offices and winning many awards. She also belonged 
to Girl Guides, receiving her Gold Cord at the Parliament Buildings. 
Laverne graduated from nursing school in 1974, completed her BA 
and her BN. She married Greg Neufeld, also a nurse, on September 
5,1992. They will both be working in northern Manitoba for the next 
couple of years. 

Darryl was born on August 20, 1956. He also received his 
education in Stonewall and belonged to the Stonewall 4-H horse 
club. He held many offices and won numerous awards. Darryl has 
a diploma in social work and completed his BA. He works for the 
Department of Health and Welfare in Ottawa. Darryl is divorced and 
has a daughter, Ashley Elizabeth, born September 23, 1983. 

Myron and Margaret Rose (Costello) 
Myron was married to Margaret Rose Costello, daughter of Mr. 

& Mrs. Val Costello. They have three children: Douglas Matthew, 
Wanda Val Marie and Myron Bruce. 

Myron started to work for Manitoba Hydro in Stonewall when he 
was just IS. His work with Hydro took the family to many parts of 
Manitoba but all the children completed their high school education 
in Brandon. 

Douglas went to the University of Manitoba in Winnipeg where 
he received his Electrical Engineering Degree in 1981. He married 
Judy Etheridge in 1982 and they have three children: Kyle Douglas, 
Sheena Margaret-Rose and Jared Myron. Douglas works for the 
Repap Paper Company in Newcastle, New Brunswick. 

Wanda completed a stenography course at Assiniboine Com
munity College in Brandon. She and Cal Truscott were married in 
1983 and live in Brandon. They have two sons, Warren Allan and 
Eric Matthew. Cal is employed with Ayerst Organics and Wanda 
works for the Department of Justice. 

Bruce is employed with Manitoba Hydro. He married Amber 
Loewen in 1989. Amber works for Manitoba Telephone Systems. 
They have one son, Taylor Matthew. 

Margaret Rose Phipps passed away in 1985. Myron retired from 
his position as a Senior Department Manager with Manitoba Hydro 
in 1988 after 40 years of service. Myron married Emily Isbister 
(Buck) from Stonewall and they reside in Brandon. 

- Frances Sturtevant 

w ALTER AND REA TRICE PLISHKA 

I, Beatrice, am the oldest child of Harve and Lily Wedge. 
attended school at East Rosser, Prairie Star and Rosser Village. I 
took my Grade II at Daniel McIntyre Collegiate in Winnipeg 
because Rosser Village High School had to be closed when there 
were not enough students to keep it open. After school I attended 
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Success Business College in Winnipeg for nine months. I then 
worked in two different lawyers' offices for six years. In 1952 I 
joined the staff of The Prudential Insurance Company of America in 
their Real Estate Investment office and worked there until 1983 
when the office closed in Winnipeg. I took early retirement at that 
time and have enjoyed staying at home since. 

Walter was born in Fisher Branch, the youngest child ofJohn and 
Lena Plishka. He farmed in Fisher Branch and also worked as a 
heavy equipment operator. In 1963 he took a welding course at Red 
River Collegiate. He joined the Ironworkers' Union and has spent a 
good deal of his time away on large construction jobs such as Gillam 
and Limestone Generating plants. He also worked on many large 
buildings in Winnipeg such as the Concert Hall, Richardson Build
ing, Royal Bank and Toronto Dominion Bank buildings. He still 
owns his farm at Fisher Branch and rents it to his nephew. 

Walter and I were married in 1962. We didn't have any children 
but are close to lots of nieces and nephews on both sides of the 
family. 

We lived in Winnipeg until 1978 when we built a house at Gordon 

Waller alii! Bfarricf Plisilka 

on land purchased from Art 
and Annie Peterson, good 
friends of the Wedge Family. 
Unfortunately that house 
burned down in November. The 
fire started from a faulty 
chimney. We had only been 
living in it for two weeks and 
we had to move back to Win
nipeg for the winter. We rebuilt 
it in 1979, without a fireplace. 
While building the house, we 
lived mostly in a truck camper 
for two summers. We sold it 
the next year as we had had 
enough camping to do us a 
lifetime. We think we have 

built up a nice site with trees and grass and we enjoy puttering 
around the yard and house. 

In closing we must mention the kindness of family, friends and 
the residents of Rosser Municipality when our house burned. They 
held a shower for us and the gifts received made starting up again a 
lot easier. This is something we will never forget. 

-Beatrice Plishka 

THE PONT FAMILY 

Harry was born on March 20, 1885 in Burwash Common 
Sussex, England. He was an only child. His mother died during 
childbirth and he was raised by his grandparents. In 1906, at the 
age of 21, Harry and his friend came to Canada by boat and 
settled in the Yorkton, Saskatchewan area where they worked on 
farms. A few years later his friend, got typhoid fever and died. 
Harry was left all alone and a long way from home. 

In 1914 Harry came to Manitoba to the Pigeon Lake area and 
also worked on farms, it was where he met Rose Zastre. Rose 
Zastre was born on March 25, 1887 in Pigeon Lake, Manitoba, 
where she received her education. Her father owned and operated 
his own cheese factory. It was where she worked everyday 
making cheese. 
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On October 22, 1917, Rose and HaiTY were married at St. 
Francois Xavier. They operated a General Store. In 1922 they 
moved to a farm at Meadows and farmed there until 1927 
moving then to Rosser to a farm which was one mile northwest 
of West Rosser School. They farmed there until 1938 then moved 
to Gordon Siding with some children attending East Rosser 
School. In September, 1939 they moved to Rorketon, Manitoba 
where once again they began farming. There was a lot of bush all 

ROSf & Harry POIII 

around so Harry didn't have far to go to get firewood. In those 
days everyone used woodstoves. On the prairie one would go for 
miles to get a load of wood. Harry and eldest son cut and sold 
many a load to townspeople. 

Harry and Rose took pride in their yard and gardens, both 
vegetable and flower. Many rocks about the same size were 
brought in to make rock flower bed gardens. All the stones were 
painted white. When the flowers were all in full bloom that was 
something to see. Rose spent many hours taking care of them. 
They farmed there until retiring into the town of Rorketon. It was 
at this time and after a few eye operations that Rose lost her 
eyesight due to glaucoma. Their last move was to Dauphin, 
Manitoba in 1958 to be near their two daughters, Viola and Ida. 

Thf POIll Family 

Harry passed away on January 14, 1963 at the age of 77 and 
Rose passed away on August 18, 1980 at the age of 93. 

Harry and Rose had eight children: Victoria (Mrs. S. 
Stefaniuk) of Winnipeg, deceased; Hilda (Mrs. I. Barlang) of 
Dryden, Ontario, widowed; Viola (Mrs. M. Ferris) of Dauphin, 
Manitoba; Grace, (Mrs. S. Ackerman) of Rorketon, Manitoba; 
Ida (Mrs. J. Dewitt) of Dauphin, Manitoba; Harry of Brandon, 
Manitoba, deceased; Clifford of Beamsville, Ontario; and 
Walter of Calgary, Alberta, deceased. 



THOMAS POPLE 

My father, Thomas Pople, was born in Perth, Scotland in 1881. 
He had one brother and three sisters and his father was a farmer. 

On leaving school he worked in a solicitor's office for two years 
and hated it. He then went to work on the Strutt farms in Nottingham, 
England. From there he went to Essex, outside London, dairying in 
the famous Rayleigh herd. He was interviewed by the boss, the 
Honourable Edward G. Strutt, and sent to Meadows in 1913 to 
manage 9,000 acres there as well as a similar farm at Flaxcombe, 
Saskatchewan. 

Each winter, my father had to return to England to report to the 
boss progress and account for every last cent. Edward's son, John J. 
Strutt, later became owner with his brother-in-law, Mr. Paley, 
although 1.J. Strutt was more in Saskatchewan and built a house for 
his wife and family there. 

MI'. alld Mrs. Thomas Pop/c 

My mother was a nurse in England. She man-ied Dad in 1920 and 
came to live in the house which was later to be the home of Emma 
and John Malmas. I was born there in 1921. 

Much against Dad's wishes he was recalled to his father's home 
in Perth and so his career with the Strutts ended at the end of the 1923 
season. 

In Perth, he used the principles of Strutt' s dairying and was most 
successful even in the worldwide dirty 30's. He died in 1966 at the 
age of 85. 

- Tom Pople 

THE PRESSMAN FARM 

In July, 1934 with sponsorship from the Canadian Jewish Con
gress, a group of families moved to Section 26 under the manage
ment of Harry Pressman. The Nep, Kniazanksi, Cooper, Gilman and 
Libertson families stayed for four or five years; Kaplens until 1940, 
children Sid and Ziona attended school at Grosse Isle; and Kleins, 
with their children, Morris, Willie and Fay, remained until 1958. 

The Pressman family continued to farm in Rosser. Sons Morris 
and Max can-ied on a successful dairy business for 20 years. Selma, 
the eldest daughter, became a nurse. Their son, Abe,joined the army 
and, after his discharge in 1945, went to live in California. Mrs. 
Pressman died in 1951 and daughter Fannie in 1961. Harry Press
man passed away in 1973 at the age of 88. 

After the parents moved to Winnipeg, Morris and Max moved 
into the beef cattle business and worked together until 1965 when 
Max moved to Winnipeg. 

Both Max and Morris were musically talented and participated in 
community events: Max, with his fine voice; Morris with his skills 
as a violinist. Max left the farm and moved to Winnipeg. 

Morris married Minnie Zeitler and they had three sons and one 
daughter. Minnie was active in community work, especially in 
drama and was a 4-H Club leader and a member of the Manitoba 4-
H Club Council. Morris was a member of the Grosse Isle School 
Board for nine years. 

Minnie and Morris moved with their two sons, Aaron and Saul, 
to British Columbia. Theirson, Perry, graduated from the University 
of Manitoba with an Agriculture degree and lives in Winnipeg. 

- ji'am Rosser Ripples, updated hy Max Pressman 
and Mrs Edna Miller 

HARRY J. AND DOROTHY RANK 

We, Harry and Dorothy Rank, arrived in Grosse Isle from Kelloe, 
Manitoba with our three children Maryln, Gerald and Keitha on 
November I, 1943. We came to the pioneerfarm of Walter James, 
known as Maple Grove, four miles north of Rosser. This farm was 
well-known for the many maple and spruce trees which were planted 
by Mr. James in the early days. 

Harry was farm manager for Mr. Hayles of Winnipeg who had 
purchased the farm a few years before from Mrs. Clarence James. 
We were kept busy with a herd of purebred shorthorns and many 
different kinds of crops as Mr. Hayles was connected with the 
Consolidated Grain Company in Winnipeg. Mr. Hayles passed 
away in 1953 and Mr. Donald H. Bain bought the farm. We 
continued as farm managers until Mr. Bain died in 1963 and the farm 
was sold again. 

On moving to Winnipeg in 1964 we worked for the Oakland 
Hatcheries on Dublin A venue for three years as caretaker and truck 
driver. Harry then took a job with the City as truck driver and I 
worked for the Royal Insurance Company, retiring in 1970. 

Our family were each educated to Grade XI in Grosse Isle School. 
The girls worked in Winnipeg until their marriages: Maryln at the 
Royal Bank as teller and Keitha at Manitoba Telephones. Gerald 
attended the University·ofManitoba and received his BA in Zoology 
and later obtained his PhD at the University of British Columbia in 
Vancouver. 

Maryln man-ied Mervin Boudah of Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. 
They have three children, Richard, Carol and Ron and four grand
children. Maryln is head teller for a Bank of Montreal in Sault Ste. 
Marie. 

Gerald is a professor teaching and doing research at the Univer
sity of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon. He married Frances Peterman of 
Winnipeg and they have two children, Michelle and David. 

Keitha married Andrew Smaha. They live in Winnipeg and both 
work at Manitoba Telephone. 

Harry passed away in 1978. I am now living in "Lions Place" on 
Portage Avenue and enjoying a happy retired life with others my 
age. I keep in touch with myoid neighbours of Grosse Isle and am 
always happy to spend time with them when I get the chance. 

- Dorothy Rank 

THE JOHN REIMER F AMIL Y 

In November, 1925 John and Kaethe Reimer and Wilhelm and 
Katherine (Reimer) Enns came to Canada from the Ukraine and 
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purchased a farm two miles east of Meadows from Mr. E.E. Price. 
The two families farmed together for three years, then realized the 
farm was too small so, in 1929, the Ennses with children Anna and 
Elizabeth moved to Springstein, Manitoba. 

John. Kaethe and Ema Reimer at left. 
Katherine,Wilhelm and Anna Enns at right. 

The Reimer family has carried on for a total of 66 years offarming 
on the original homestead. John Reimerdied suddenly in May, 1971. 
Kaethe Reimer remained on the farm with her son, Paul, taking a 
healthy and vital interest in family and friends until she, too, passed 
away suddenly at the age of 90 years in April, 1988. 

Back Row: Ema Reimer, Peter Doell, Palll Reimer, Peter Bergell, He/en ReiJiler 
Front Roll': Eli:abeth (Reimer) Doell, Kaethe Reimer, Robert Doell, Johll Reimer, 
Johanna (Reimer) Bergell 

Paul is the only member of the family of five still living in the 
municipality. He attended school in Meadows and later in 
Springstein High School. Combining and curling are his hobbies. 
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Erna graduated from MCI in Gretna, worked at the Canadian 
Red Cross, then trained as a lab technician and worked in Microbi
ology at St. Boniface Hospital until her retirement. 

Elizabeth graduated from MCI and taught in southern Manitoba 
for several years. She married Peter Doell from Altona in 1954. Peter 
died in 1974. Elizabeth continued her teaching career and retired in 
Altona. They had four children. Robert married Judith Froese. They 
have two daughters and live in Boissevain. Roger died at the age of 
seven of acute leukaemia. Margaret is presently studying in Mon
treal. James is a mechanic in Altona and lives with his mother. 

Johanna graduated from MCI and took nurse's training at the 
Winnipeg General Hospital. She married Peter Bergen in 1958. 
They live in Taber, Alberta. They have three children. Carolyn 
married Kevin Engel. They have one daughter and live in Quill 
Lake, Saskatchewan. Phyllis married Dale Derksen. They have two 
sons and live in Saskatoon. Reynold is presently working in 
Saskatoon. 

Helen graduated from MCI before taking her teacher's training. 
She taught in southern Manitoba for several years and then contin
ued teaching elementary school with the Winnipeg School Division 
No. 1 until her retirement. She and Erna live in Winnipeg and 
frequently visit Paul on the family farm. 

RIDGE 

Hiram and Mary Jane (Douglas) 
Hiram Ridge and Mary Jane Douglas, my parents, made plans to 

leave their home in Ontario and come west to Manitoba as prospects 
to earn a living in our small town ofPonty Pool, near Peterborough, 
were very slim. My grandfather, William Ridge, had made the 
purchase of Lot 11 in the Parish of St. James from Andrew McDennot 
the year before. Our property consisted of the north outer two miles 
from Murray Park north to the boundary of the present Rosser 
Municipality six chains wide and two miles long. 

In June, 1889my parents and four children - Eva,aged 8; William, 
6; myself, Laurence, 4; and Russell, 2 - came by train via Toronto 
to our new home. Elmore, the last of the family was born the 
following summer. Our first sight of the prairies, a vast area running 
for miles, was quite a letdown as it was burnt down and this was June 
21 st. There had been little snow or rainfall which resulted in a 
complete crop failure in 1889. 

There were no drainage ditches in those days and in years of 
normal moisture the creeks and swamps had water all season long. 
The birds were very plentiful - ducks, prairie chicken, plover and 
snipe - a hunter's paradise. 

In June, 1892 I started school at Little Mountain. Some of the 
other pupils at that time were: William, Alfred and Alice Cook; 
William and Nellie McQuoat; William and Bertha Major; Edith 
Lawrence; Alex and Margaret Bradfield; Fred and Una Preston; Dan 
Ben, Janet and Nettie Beveridge; Dick and Matilda Hallett; Eva, 
William and Lawrence Ridge; Fanny Prouse; Maggie Moore and the 
teacher, Miss Fraser. 

When I was in grade six, the school became too crowded and, as 
Russell and I were not in the school district, we had to walk three and 
a half miles to the new Gerrie School northwest of our home. When 
the Little Mountain School District extended the next year, we were 
allowed to return, much to our pleasure, as it was just a two mile 
walk. 

Sir Donald A. Smith owned 800 acres running north from St. 
James known as "Silver Heights". The International Airport runs 
through the property now. There was a well-fenced area where he 
kept a herd of 20 to 25 buffalo. Once when my two brothers and I 
were walking home from St. James and took a short cut through the 



buffalo pasture, the herd came galloping toward us. We were forced 
to make for the nearest poplar grove where we each climbed a tree. 
The herd bedded down for the night around us and it wasn't until 
morning, when they moved away to graze, that we dared climb down 
from our refuge. We made for home ... a cold, stiff and hungry trio. 

My father farmed and kept cattle which provided us with milk and 
butter to sell. He broke the land with a team of oxen, a slow and 
tedious task compared to the methods of farming today. 

Our first home was a lean-to where we lived until a house was 
built onto it. This house burned in 1898 and, as a new school had 
been built, we bought the old Little Mountain schoolhouse and 
converted it into a home. This house stood until 1931 when it too 
succumbed to fire. Our last home, which outlasted my parents, was 
built by Herb Taylor, son of Pole Taylor. 

My mother had a gift for helping the sick and brought many of the 
neighbours' babies into the world, a lucky thing as there were 12 
children in one family south of us near Murray Park. She was always 
saving scraps of cloth for quilt-making and had many a quilting bee 
to complete the product. 

Some of our near neighbours were: Livingstons, Beveridges, 
Tom Burns, Dave Williams, Rt. Moore, J.N. (Pole) Taylor, Biskinsop 
Bros., F. Lazenby, 1. Taylor and, to the south, A. Creak and Chas. 
Augre. 

Like most communities, ours had its odd characters. One was our 
neighbour across the road, Malcolm Livingston, who spoke with a 
br-r-r-r. One day he dashed into the barn where we were, shouting 
"Where's your father?" Thinking he meant "father", I told him in the 
house. "Oh Hell!" he said, "if you can get it in the house it's no longer 
than my own!" and away he ran. I suddenly realized he meant ladder 
and, discovering that his chimney was on fire, Russell and I grabbed 
the ladder and ran over to help him put it out. 

In those days the school was the principal place for entertainment 
with concerts, meetings, church services on Sundays with Reverend 
J. Lawrence as preacher, and the Farmer's Advocate monthly 
meetings, dances, quilting bees, cards or just get togethers. 

As a lad I worked for neighbours, to make the odd buck, in 
logging camps and at the stone quarry. Later I got on at Bullman 
Bros. and learned the lithographing trade, changed to Stovel Co. as 
lithographer and worked there to my retirement. 

After Russell returned from the First World War, he and Elmore 
purchased a steam threshing machine outfit and did custom work in 
the district. I got time off from the shop and went with the outfit as 
separator man. We carried a crew of 14 to 16 men and 10 teams of 
horses. 

My brother, William, moved to British Columbia around 1908 
where he worked for the West Kootenay Power and Light. His wife 
and family of seven are living at S. Siocan and Trail. 

My sister, Eva, married Peter Larkin and moved away. They had 
three children: Wilfred, Harold and Marjorie. 

After the war, Russell settled in Toronto where he worked as a 
mechanic for many years. He with his wife, Rose, and two married 
daughters reside there at present. 

Laurence and Isabelle (Atkinson) 
I married Isabelle (Belle) Atkinson, a neighbour and childhood 

friend and built my own home near my parents on land I bought from 
my father. Our two sons, Melford and Larry, went to Little Mountain 
School for their early education and to Sparling and Daniel McIntyre 
Schools in Winnipeg for the remainder. 

Melford worked at various jobs through the depression years 
then got permanent work with the CP Railroad. He married Anne 
Hickey of "Hickey Ridge", south of Stonewall, in 1940. They lived 
for a time on myoid property in St. James and then moved to their 

present site adjacent to me in the Rosserdistrict. Their three children 
- Gary, Judith and Patrick - attended Little Mountain School and 
took part in the community activities. All three are now living in 
Winnipeg, married, with families of their own. 

Larry, my second son, lived in Winnipeg for several years. After 
his marriage to Mae England he worked as a lithographer at Stovel 's 
Co. then, after the death of his wife, he moved to Edmonton where 
he continued his trade at a printing company. He married Catherine 
Fowler of St. Boniface and has two daughters from this marriage, 
Norma and Vivian. I am blessed with five grandchildren and five 
great grandchildren. 

In 1937 I bought the property of Jack Taylor, 20 acres on SE 28-
11-2E, in the Rosser district. I tore down the old Taylor house on the 
property and with the help of my sons built a new house. This is my 
present home where I have spent many happy years. 

In 1961 my wife and I celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary 
with many old friends and relatives sharing the happy occasion with 
us. Since then I have lost my wife, Isabella, who passed away in 1967 
at the age of 75. 

I have always been fond of sports. In my youth I played some 
hockey and was manager of the Stovel Hockey Team in the 
Mercantile League. I have umpired many of the baseball games in 
the district. When the Gordon Curling Rink was built, I curled there 
for a number of years and was secretary-treasurer of the club for a 
time. 

When Melford and Larry were young we all went to Lilyfield to 
skate and play hockey at Whitehead's outdoor rink. In summer we 
went on many fishing and camping trips as a family when roads and 
cars were unpredictable. My wife, Belle, played the piano and I the 
fiddle at many a local dance or get together while Melford, the baby, 
slept peacefully behind the piano. The boys were active in sports -
baseball, hockey, soccer and lacrosse - through their school years. 

I was on the Little Mountain School Board for 15 years, am a 
member of the Sparling Church in Winnipeg and the Lithographers 
Union. I am now in my 87th year so confine my sports to viewing the 
games on TV. I have seen many changes in my time from Red River 
carts, working with oxen, Model-T Fords and steam engines to the 
present day inventions - large transport trucks, diesel engines, jet 
airplanes, even to rocket ships with men walking on the moon, and 
Manitoba's Centennial. What more can man accomplish in the 
future? 

- hy Laurence Ridge. 1970 . .fi·o/ll Rosser Ripples 

Gary and Annette Ridge 
In 1976 my grandfather, Laurence Ralph Ridge, passed away at 

the age of91. That same year, I built a new house on the home place. 
My grandfather passed on his great love of the land to me and it is 
with much joy that my wife, Annette, and our children are able to 
enjoy the same trees and birds with our children as I did with my 
parents and grandparents. I have lived all but II of my 50 years in 
the RM of Rosser and hope, God willing, to live here for many more. 

In April, 1980 my father, Melford Ralph Ridge, passed away at 
the age of 67. In 1985 my youngest son, Gavin, was born and in 1988 
our youngest daughter, Julie, was born. On August 1, 1990 my 
mother, Anne Elizabeth, passed away at the age of 75. 

My older children - Gail, Russell and Clifford - are grown and 
living in Winnipeg. Our first grandchild, Mark, was born to my 
daughter, Gail, on August 13, 1990. 

My sister, Judith Anne Low, and her husband, Reginald, live in 
Winnipeg with their two children, Janet and David. My brother, 
Ralph Patrick, is married and living in Brandon. He has two children, 
Melinda and Colleen. Melinda has two children and they all are 
living in British Columbia. 
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My uncle, Larry Douglas, and his wife, Catherine, live in Edmon
ton. They have two daughters, Norma and Vivian, and five grand
children. 

- Gary Ridge, 1991 

Hiram Elmore and Madeline (Copeland) 
Hiram Elmore Ridge was born August 21, 1890 in the Parish of 

St. James. He was the youngest son of Hiram and Mary Jane Ridge, 
who had come from Ponty Pool, Ontario in June, 1889. Elmore 
attended both Little Mountain and Gerrie Schools. 

Around 1908 Elmore and his brother, Russell, owned a steam 
threshing outfit. They did custom threshing locally as well as in the 
Brandon and Hayfield areas. They also broke bush, one of the farms 
being the Whitehead Farm - adjacent to Lilyfield Cemetery - now 
owned by Oatway Farms. 

Ellllore and Mauclie Ridge . .IUIII and E\'elvn Wetherelt 

In 1922 he married Madeline (Maudie) Copeland who had come 
from Aberdeen, Scotland in 1911. Maudie had worked in the 
business world. She was an exceptional pianist and soloist. Farm life 
was quite a contrast but, under Grandma Ridge's guidance, she did 
fine. Elmore and Maudie purchased SE 20-11-2E from Malcolm 
Livingstone on which they made their home site. 

Mrs. Rahert COlllrie and Mrs. Ellllore 
Ridge 

There were two children from this union: Ruth, Mrs. Henry 
Johnson, of the Rosser district and June, Mrs. CM. Stewart, of 
Lilyfield. Both girls attended Little Mountain School and hiah 
school in Winnipeg. Ruth was a stenographer and June a sCho"'ol 
teacher. 

Elmore served for several years as a trustee on the Little Moun
tain School Board. Maudie passed away on August 28, 1951. Elmore 
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Back Roll': Lloyd.lohnson, Welldy Seidel, Boh Stewart. Heather Stewart, Be\' Husak 
Frollt Roll': Cary .Iohnsoll. Bl'llce Stewart 

retired in 1961 and moved to Stonewall where he resided until 1968. 
He passed away on June 25, 1970 in the Conquist Nursing Home in 
Winnipeg. 

- CM. Stewart 

RIDGEWAY 

John and Evalina (Madill) 
John Ridgeway was born in 1872 in Clonbulloque, Southern 

Ireland and emigrated to Canada with his parents in 1896. Mr. 
Ridgeway senior settled on 33-12-1 E, a fanTI previously owned by 
the Law brothers. In 1898 John Ridgeway bought the Thompson 
land located in NW 32-12-1 E. He married Evalina Madill of the 
Grassmere district in 1904. Their two children, May, born in May, 
1913 and Weston, born in October, 1917 grew up on the farm and 
attended Grosse Isle Consolidated School. 

In 1948 John Ridgeway wrote the following description of the 
farm: 

"This farm was originally half-breed script land (240 acres more 
or less) and the earliest owner, about 1886, was an English family by 
the name of Tnompson - a mother, son and two daughters. They 
farmed very little. In the spring of 1892 the farm was rented to Mr. 
Robert LefJey of Lake Francis. In the spring of 1898 it came into the 
possession of myself, designated in the title as John, the Younger. In 
190 I McKenzie and Mann began to construct the railway on the old 
abandoned dump of the defunct Hudson Bay Railway which had 
been built on the road allowance of the old Oak Point Trail. The 
Canadian Northern Railway had to buy land from the farn1 after
wards to replace what they had taken. 

"In 1903 a station was bllilt on SE 6-13-1 E, within ha({a mile of 
thefarm. This was a great adl'Clntage as it saved long hallls to other 
points. Late in the fall of 1910 the store was built by the Charles 
brothers; and in 1911, we got a Post Office. In 1913 a ditch was pllt 
in which drained the lml' land. Income derived from thefarm in the 
early years was mostly wheat and other grains. After 1911, sheep 
and pigs supplied part of the income - some years the greater part. 
In 1922 the crop was destroyed by hail; and in 1933, by grasshop
pers. The farm now is assessed on 230 acres, allowing for the land 
taken by the railway, the highway and the ditch. At present there are 
120 acres under cultivation and the rest consists of oak bush and 
pasture." 



Weston and Bettie (MacKenzie) 
Weston and Bettie, daughter of John and Mary Ann MacKenzie 

formerly of Ekhart, Manitoba, were married in 1947. They resided 
on the farm with Weston's parents and sister May. In 1947, after a 
lengthy illness, Evalina Ridgeway passed away. May, who had 
helped care for her mother, then moved to Winnipeg to work. John 
Ridgeway continued to reside and remained active on the farm until 
his death in March, 1957. 

Weston and Bettie continued to operate a mixed farm. Weston 
was interested in feeding and caring for livestock, especially feeder 
cattle. His untimely death in October, 1959 was a tragedy for family 
and friends. 

Their son, Weston Shane, was born in February, 1960. May 
returned to the farm and both she and Bettie worked part-time in 
Winnipeg. The farm was rented until 1981 when most of the 
remaining cultivated land was sold to Bill Murphy of Grosse Isle. 
Wes attended Rosser and Grosse Isle Schools and Warren Colle
giate. 

May and Bettie are both members of the Grosse Isle Women's 
Institute and May has for many years been organist at St. Michael's 
Anglican Church. 

In the fall of 1991, May moved to Oak Park Lodge in Woodlands, 
but returns frequently to spend time on the farm. Bettie continues to 
reside in the original farmhouse, built prior to 1898 and occupied by 
the previous generation of Ridgeways. 

Weston Shane and Donna (Simonson) 
In September, 1983 Wes married Donna Simonson and their new 

home was built in the yard that same year. 

Back Row: Donna. Weston. Betty 
From Roll': .loel and Nelson 

Donna is the youngest daughter of Carl and Edie Simonson, 
formerly of Meadows. The family lived in Winnipeg until 1970 
when they purchased a farm at NE 19-12-1 W in Meadows from 
Edie's uncle, Victor Hagborg. Donna attended Lincoln School in 
Winnipeg and Warren Elementary School and Warren Collegiate. 

Wes works in Winnipeg at Bristol Aerospace where he has been 
employed since 1981. Donna has been employed with Manitoba 
Hydro since 1977 and is currently working a half-time position at 
Dorsey Station in Rosser. Wes is a member of the Rosser Volunteer 
Fire Department and both are active in the Grosse Isle Recreation 
Club. 

They are all very fond of animals and get great pleasure in caring 
for their stock which includes a small herd of purebred Herefords, 
horses, Canada geese and pheasants. 

Wes and Donna have two children: Nelson Blaine, born Sep
tember, 1987 and Joel Gregor, born September, 1990. Nelson and 
Joel are the fourth generation of the Ridgeway family to reside on 
this land acquired in 1898 by their great-grandfather, John Ridgeway. 

RIDGEWAY FAMILY 

John and Hannah 
In early 1896 the Ridgeway's of Ballydermot Farm, 

Clonbullogue, South Ireland emigrated to Canada. 

Back Row: .lohn. Samuel. Marianne. Rohert Weston. William. Arthur 
Seated: .lohn and Hannah Ridgeway 

John and Hannah Ridgeway and five of their children - John, 
William, Marianne, Robert Weston and Arthur - settled on 33-
12-lE in the spring of that year. Their other son, Samuel, 
remained in Ireland where he became a minister in the Church of 
Ireland. 

The family established a mixed cattle and grain farm which 
remains in operation to this day. 

In 1898 their eldest son, John, purchased the W 1/2 32-12-IE 
and established his own farm. 

Marianne, the only daughter of the original family, stayed 
with her parents and her brothers until 1913 when she left to 
work in many other parts of the world before retiring to Ireland 
to reside with her brothers, Samuel and Robert Weston. 

Robert Weston attended St. John's College Winnipeg and 
was ordained as a minister of the Church of England. He served 
the church in Bethany, Manitoba; St. Thomas's Winnipeg; and as 
a chaplin with the Canadian army during World War 1. During 
the war he married Flora Polson of Winnipeg and they and their 
family returned to Ireland in the 1920's. 

The original farm was divided in the year 1913 between two 
of the brothers, William and Arthur. 

Arthur and Myrtle (Frankland) 
Arthur operated a mixed farm on the E 1/2 33-12- I E from the 

time of his marriage in 1913 to Myrtle Frankland of Stonewall 
until the farm was taken over by their eldest son, Alfred. Alfred 
married Patricia Hirst of Stonewall and had a family of four girls: 
Karen, Donna, Peggy and Colleen. Alfred farmed the land until it 
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was acquired by William and Norma Ridgeway, the current 
owners. Alf and Pat now reside in Camrose, Alberta. Frederick, 
the youngest son of Arthur and Myrtle, left the farm when he 
joined the Amry during World War II. Following his term in the 
service he married Margaret McNabb of Newdale, Manitoba and 
with their two children, Arthur and Lois, settled in Red Deer, 
Alberta. 

William and Alice (Beachell) 

William and Alice Ridgeway 

The E 1/2 NW 33-12-IE, SW 33-12-IE and N 1/2 NW 28-12-
I E became the fann of William, third son of the original family. 
In January of 1913 he married Alice Beachell of Rosser and 
remained in residence with their son, John, on the original yard 
site until they passed away, William in 1940 and Alice in 1958. 

.fohn and Frances Ridgeway 

John and Frances (Campbell) 
John farmed with his father for a number of years, then with 

his wife, Frances, of Teulon after their marriage in July 1941. In 
1967 they started J .H. Ridgeway Insurance Agency which has 
now become Ridgeway Insurance Agency Inc. John resides to 
this day on the family fann where he maintains an active interest 
in both agriculture and insurance. 

Their son, William, married Norma Laing of Lilyfield in May 
1966. With their four children - Tracy, Kelly, Elizabeth and 
Robert - they now reside on their farm across the road in 
Rockwood. Bill, Norma and their family, along with John, farm 
the original Ridgeway property from 1896 and operate the family 
insurance agency. Eldest daughter Tracy married Richard Proctor 
of Woodlands in May 1992. They now reside on NE 33-12-1E. 
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Roher!. Kelly. Beth. Tracy. Norma and Bill RidgCl\'ily 
Traer and Richard Proctor (inset) 

RIEGE 

Gustave and Ida Riege 
Gustave and Ida, along with their II children, came to Meadows 

from Elm Grove, Manitoba in 1932. They lived on the Deacon farm, 
where Evelyn Hubka now lives. The 11 children were: Ella, Walter, 
twins Ruben and Rudy, Lena, Clara, Frieda, Ida, Nora, Hilda and 
Edward. 

In 1937 they moved to Portage La Prairie. Gustave died in 1946 
and Ida died in 1969 . 

Ida and GIIS Riege andfamily (1932) 

Ella married John Vergal and had one child, Francis. Ella and 
John lived in Hannah, North Dakota until Ella passed away in 1987. 

Walter married Doris Case and had three children: Judy, Doug 
(deceased), and Pat. Walter is currently in a nursing home in 
Brandon. 

Ruben married Henrietta Bais in 1938. Their story is included 
separately. 

Rudy married Nellie Bachalo from Portage La Prairie and had 
three children: Raymond, Marlene and Barry. Rudy passed away in 
February, 1965 and Nellie in 1980. 

Lena married Bill Halpin and lived in Phoenix, Arizona. They 
had three children: Bob, Gloria and Sandra. Lena is still living in 
Phoenix, however, her husband passed away many years ago. 



Clara married Harry Weiss and had one son, Bob. Clara and 
Harry lived most of their lives in Whitehorse, Yukon. Clara passed 
away in 1989 and Harry in 1991. 

Frieda married Joe Lachance from Marquette and had two 
daughters, Shirley and Gail. Joe passed away in 19,88. Frieda 
currently lives in Kelowna, British Columbia. 

Ida married Gene McCabe and had two daughters, Margaret and 
Betty. Ida presently lives in Kelowna, British Columbia. 

Nora lived most of her life in Whitehorse with husband Stan 
Notland. They currently live in Penticton, British Columbia. They 
had three children, one son and two daughters. 

Hilda married Al Scarborough from Sacramento, California. 
They had four children: Cindy, Joan, Lee and Cathy. Hilda passed 
away in 1969. 

Edward married Betty O'Brien and had four children: Ricky, 
Randy, Brenda and Joey. Eddie lives in Sidney, Manitoba and works 
for Carnation Foods. 

Ruben and Henrietta (Bais) 
Ruben moved to the Meadows area in 1932 with his parents and 

ten brothers and sisters. Life for all was very meagre in those tough 
economic times. Everyone worked hard to basically exist. With 
large families, Sundays were usually days to enjoy baseball games, 
picnics, etc., anything that was fun and free. It was at one of these 
baseball games that Ruben met Henrietta Bais from a nearby farm. 
In 1938 they married and moved into a small two-room house almost 
halfway between the Riege and Bais fanns. Here they fanned for 20 
years. 

GIIS, Bill. Henry and Marian Riege 

Over the years they had five 
children: Gus, Bill, Henry, 
Marian and Linda. Money was 
scarce and the farm loan had to 
be paid. Many stories are still 
told about living in a two-room 
house with six persons, milk 
separators, rain barrels, stoves, 
beds, etc. Very cozy quarters 
but no one ever went hungry. 

They continued mixed 
farming and took on any extra 
jobs that were available. Gravel 
was sold from the farm and 
Ruben did odd jobs for the RM 
of Rosser. This included build
ing and repairing government 
bridges, making sidewalks in 
Rosser Village, cutting grass 
along ditches and checking load 
restrictions on trucks. For many 
years they had the once-a-year 
job [0 totally houseclean the 
one-room school house in 
Meadows. 

In 1958 they moved to Winnipeg and Ruben went to work for 
Steel Structures and then for Old Dutch Foods. They attempted to 
fann on weekends then, later, rented out the land. Finally in 1974 
they sold the farm to Pchajeks. 

In 1980 Ruben retired from Old Dutch Foods. They currently live 
on Manitoba Avenue in Winnipeg and both enjoy their children, 

grandchildren and four great grandchildren. Henrietta and Ruben's 
children are as follows: 

Gustave married Marian Fuller in 1961 and had four children: 
Brian, Ken, Glen and Wendy. Gus passed away in December. 1968. 
Brian is the father of two of the great-grandchildren previously 
mentioned. 

Bill married Louise Havixbeck from Rosser in 1962. Their story 
appears separately. 

Henry married Kathy Ormshaw in 1963. They have one daugh
ter. Karen. Karen married Rick Froese and they have a daughter, 
Lindsay. Henry and Kathy live in St. Andrews where Henry runs an 
Aviation Service. 

Marian married Ron Stefaniuk in 1965. They have two children. 
Tammy and Todd. Ron owned and operated Honda Ron's in Selkirk 
until June, 1991 and Marian is employed with Statistics Canada. 

Linda married Roy Taylor in 1974, They have three children: 
Sheri. Clayton and Michael. They reside in Winnipeg. 

William and Louise (Havixbeck) 
Louise graduated with an RN from St. Boniface School of 

Nursing in January, 1962 and on November 10, 1962 she married 
William (Bill) Riege from Meadows. Bill currently delivers meat for 
Gainers and Louise works as a casual nurse at St. Boniface General 
Hospital. 

Bill and Louise have four children: John, born November 8, 
1963, and deceased March 26, 1964; James (Jim), born March 30, 
1965; David, born February 18, 1967; and Donna, born January 27, 
1971. 

D{/\'e. Pal/ie. Bill, LOllise 
.lilli, Kyle. Theresa Riege, (inselJ Donn(l 

Jim worked at Superstore in Winnipeg and was transferred to 
Edmonton, Alberta in 1984. He is currently store manager there. On 
July 19, 1986 he married Theresa Hansen from S1. Vital. Theresa 
graduated from the University of Manitoba with a degree in Human 
Ecology and works as a dietitian in Edmonton. They have one son, 
Kyle, born November 8, 1990. 
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David graduated from the University of Manitoba with a degree 
in Mechanical Engineering in 1989. He works for Schlumberger of 
Canada. He has his own home in Edmonton and is engaged to Patti 
Kastenschmidt who is an underwriter for Sovereign General Insur
ance Company. The wedding is planned for August 29, 1992. 

Donna graduated from Windsor Park Collegiate in 1989. She is 
employed as a cashier at Superstore in Winnipeg and in January, 
1992 will start her LPN course at St. Boniface General Hospital 
School for Practical Nurses. She resides at home with her parents in 
Winnipeg. 

Bill and Louise are members of the Seven Oaks Game Fish 
Association. As a family they enjoy hunting, fishing, camping, 
hockey, ringette and baseball. 

THOMAS AND HARRIET RIG GALL 

When writing of the old settlers in the Municipality of Rosser, 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Riggall, late of Lilyfield, should be men
tioned. They were both born on a farm near Grimsby, Lincolnshire, 
England. Thomas Riggall was born in December, 1858 and Harriet 
Emily Adlard on October 15, 1861. Thomas grew up there and 
attended grade school. 

Thomas and Harriet were married in England on May 4, 1882. 
They proceeded to Canada on their honeymoon, arriving in Winni
peg on June 1, 1882. Their first residence was a tent situated on the 
site of the Old Grace Church, at the corner of Notre Dame and Smith 
Streets, now a parking lot. 

They remained in Winnipeg until the spring of 1888 when Mr. 
Riggall purchased 240 acres on 28-12-2E, being the NW quarter and 
W half of the NE quarter, which was then all unbroken prairie. He 
built a one-room shack which leaked from the roof when it rained. 
There were still a few buffalo roaming the prairie at this time and 
would sometimes get mixed with his cattle. The worst hardship, 
however, was the terrible hordes of mosquitoes. 
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Thomas Rigg(dl Sr. Family 
Back: Gerrrude. Frallces 
7.lId Row: Thomas Sr .. ;\11111' alld Harriet Emil\" Sr. with Grace 
From Row: Thomas Jr. alld Jessic 

To help things along Mr. Riggall took the contract to drive the 
mail from Lilyfield Post Office to Winnipeg, 15 miles each way. In 
the winter this was quite a task, driving his team and sleigh over 
snow trails, fighting blizzards and cold, with few fences to show the 
road, but he held the job for many years. 

Mr. Riggall served as school trustee of Lilyfield School in 1889-
1890, and was chairman from 1891-1903, then secretary-treasurer 
in 1904. He also served as secretary-treasurer of the Lilyfield church 
as well as being an Elder. 

Mr. Riggall passed away on January 27, 1934 on NW 28-12-2E; 
Mrs. Riggall on January 16, 1953 in Winnipeg. Both are buried in 
Lilyfield Cemetery. 

Back ROil": Thomas Riggall Sr .. Harriet Emil\" Rigg(dl. Grace Lallce/ay (Rigg(d!) 
holdillg Margaret. Jess Stokes (Riggedl). Phvllis Bellillgham alld Nelsoll R. Williams 
Fro/II Row: Belly alld Joyce Bellillgham 

They raised five daughters and one son: 
Frances, 1883-1943, married William Harcus, 1875-1963. They 

had four children: Jean, 1905-1953; William, 1908-1963; Grace, 
born in 1914; and Margaret, born in 1917. Frances and William are 
both buried in Stonewall Cemetery. 

Gertrude, 1885-1978, maITied Thomas Harcus, 1882-1956. 
They had three children: Jessie, born 1908; John, born 1911; and 
Thomas, bOf!1 1915. They are buried in Lilyfield Cemetery. 

Tom Rigg(dl alld Doll\" Alldersoll ,,·cddillg. Nm'emher 16. 1921 
Back R{I\\": Frallk Pc,.,:\". Grace (Riggal!) Lallce/e\". Mrs. Perry. Mrs. O(dford. Dolly 
Williams. Thomas Rigg(dl (Groom'sfalhcr). Clarellcc Alldersoll, RCl·. Lcech (Millislcr). 
211d Row: Jess (Riggal/) S/Okes. Mall Phi!,ps. AIIII (Riggall) Williams. Tom Riggedl 
(Groom). Nell Philips. Dolly Riggedillee Alldersoll (Bride!. Alma Alldersoll. 
Margan'l Lallce/e\" , Mrs. Bels\' Phi!,!,s. Mrs. Alldersoll (Bride's mOlh",.). Mrs. 
Leech. 
FrO/II: Grace Harcl/s (//1(1 Tom Harcl/s. 



Annie, 1888-1970, married Alfred Williams, 1882-1956. They 
had three children: Neville, 1908-1988; Dolly, born at the Williams 
Quarry SW 28-12-2E on January II, 1909 - the coldest day on record 
-60F; and James, born in 1916. Annie and Alfred are buried at 
Brookside Cemetery. 

Jessie, 1892-1984, married William A. Stokes, 1888-1969. They 
had one son, Patrick, born in 1929. They are both buried in Lilyfield 
Cemetery. 

Thomas, 1896-1980, married Dolly Anderson, 1900-1982. They 
had one son, William Thomas, born in 1928. They are both buried 
in Lilyfield Cemetery. 

Grace, 1899-1990, married Charles Lanceley, 1895-1979. They 
had one daughter, Margaret, born in 1920. They are both buried in 
Lilyfield Cemetery. 

- updated from Rosser Ripples by Jim Williams 

THE RILEY F AMIL Y 

Myron was the youngest son of the late Mr. and Mrs. William 
Riley. He was born in Hamilton, North Dakota. At the age of 19, he 
married Elizabeth Cecile Devaney of Rush Hill, Missouri. They 
farmed in Bathgate, North Dakota. They had two daughters, Ellen 
Emmaline (Babe) and Mary Lillian Vida. 

In 1902 Myron and his family came to Canada. They settled on 
the SE 26-11-1 E in the RM of Rosser. This farm was two and a half 
miles west and north of Bergen Station. Gerrie School was a quarter 
mile south and one mile east. The school also served as a church and 
a place for entertainment. 

Myron, with the help of his brother Charlie, broke up the land. He 
also bought NW 19-11-1 E and worked this land as well. He also 
bought broncos by the carload, breaking them and reselling them. 

Myron. Eli:abeth. Ellen (Babe). Lillian Riley 

He served on the council and was always interested in community 
affairs. In 1927 his wife, Elizabeth, passed away. A couple of years 
later he married Margaret Keys. Margaret had a daughter, Stella, 
from a previous marriage. 

In 1945 Myron sold his land at $42.00 per acre. He bought a home 
in Stonewall where he retired. He was a life member of the King 
Edward Masonic Lodge and a member of the North Star Lodge of 
Oddfellows. He passed away on February 5, 1946. 

Ellen Emmaline (Babe), oldest daughter of Myron and Eliza
beth, married Donald Stewart, son of Mr. and Mrs. Alex Stewart of 
Lil yfield. They had one son, Riley Alexander (B ill y). For a time they 

farmed in Lilyfield and were later divorced, Babe and Billy moved 
to Minneapolis where they made their home. Years later, Babe 
maITied Wesley Ferguson. Billy joined the Air Force and was killed 
in action in Germany on February 25, 1945. Babe passed away on 
September 12, 1963 and Wesley on November 14, 1963. 

Mary Lillian Vida married Matthew (Matt) Wise Phipps on 
August 12, 1924. Her story continues as a Phipps. 

- Frances Sturtevant 

ALEXANDER AND LILLIAN ROBERTSON 

Lillian Eva Elizabeth was born in 1920 to Robert L. and Daisy 
Barker. She had one brother, Robert W., of Lilyfield. Lillian 
attended Lilyfield rural school and completed high school in Stone
wall. 

In 1940 she graduated from the Winnipeg Normal School on 
William Avenue and later went on to gain special certificates in Art, 
Music and Library Science in Ottawa. Her teaching career began in 
Good Hope rural school near Balmoral, Manitoba. 

In 1942 Lillian enlisted in the RCAF, Women's Division. She 
was stationed in Ottawa, Hamilton and Mont Joli, Quebec. 

Alex and Lillian Rober/son Lillian and "mther Bert Barker 

Lillian married Alex, a veterinarian who was born in Brandon, 
Manitoba in 1950. Alex's work took them to Victoria, British 
Columbia; Guelph, and Ottawa, Ontario. 

In 1978 Lillian retired from teaching and Alex from the Depart
ment of Agriculture as a research scientist. On a site on the old 
Barker homestead Alex and Lillian had their retirement home built. 
They are enjoying gardening, various art programs and especially 
family get togethers. 

ROBISON 

William and Myrtle (Knutson) 
The William Robison family came to Manitoba from North 

Dakota in April, 1916. They lived on SE 23-12-1 E. They fanned 
there until 1934 when they moved to what was known as the Bauer 
farm which contained 320 acres and comprised the NE 15-12-1 E 
and SE 22-12-1 E. The Robisons also farmed 240 acres consisting of 
NE 22 and the south half of SE 27 making a total of 560 acres. 
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William Robison was born in Milton, North Dakota and moved 
to Edinburg, North Dakota at an early age. He married Myrtle 
Knutson from Park River and they had two sons, John and Ross, who 
were both born in Edinburg. Theironly daughter, Dorothy, was born 
after coming to Manitoba. 

William passed away in October, 1951 at the age of 64 and Myrtle 
passed away in 1978 at the age of 89. 

John and Edith (Morrison) 
John married Edith Morrison in 1939 and they had two children, 

Ronald and Karen. Both are married with children of their own. 
They lived at Red Lake, Ontario where John was employed at the 
Dickenson Mines. Edith passed away in January, 1971 and John 
passed away in 1984 at the age of 71. 

Ross and Kathleen (Morrison) 
Ross married Kathleen Morrison in 1942 and lived on the home 

place until 1958 when they built a new set of buildings across the 
highway on NE 15-12-1 E. They have one daughter, Deborah. Ross 
ran the family farm for many years and, in 1976 because of failing 
health, rented it to Henry Hueging of Warren. Ross enjoyed the years 
after, helping Henry learn the farm and giving him a hand when the 
need arose. 

Dehhie. Ross and Kay Rohison 

In 1983 Ross passed away atthe ageof68. Kay stayed on the farm 
for four years until Deborah and Henry set their wedding date. Kay 
moved to Winnipeg, in the St. James area, to an apartment. Deborah 
and Henry were married in October, 1987. Henry bought the 80 
acres the house is on and continued to rent the remainder of the land. 
Deborah and Henry have one daughter, Alanna Marie, born on 
January 25, 1990 who is the apple of Grandma's eye. 

Dorothy and Lyle McLean 
Dorothy married Lyle McLean of Sarles, North Dakota. Dorothy 

had two children from her former marriage, Thomas and Gloria. 
Thomas is living in Minnesota and Gloria is living in North Dakota. 
Both are married with children oftheir own. Dorothy and Lyle now 
live in Devils Lake, North Dakota. 
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ROCHE 

Charles Henry and Laura Mabel (Comrie) 
Charles Henry Roche was born in England in the year 1877, the 

son of Mr. and Mrs. John James Roche. He came to Canada at an 
early age, settling in the west end of Winnipeg. Like many a 
homesteader trying to make a living, he tried his hand at many 
things. He cut cord wood at a lumber yard, worked as a clerk in a law 
office and he even started a small dairy near the present site of the 
Health Science Centre. This enabled him to sell milk which he 
delivered by means of a dog and sleigh to other homes in the area. 
This was to be the beginning of fulfilling his dream of buying some 
land and becoming a farmer. 

It is believed Charles moved to the (Mount Royal) Rosser area in 
about 1900 taking up residence on SE 27 -11-2E, his first house being 
an old dilapidated three-room shack. While he was trying to get 
himself established, he was also out and about meeting his would be 
neighbours - one being the James Comrie family who resided on SE 
4-11-2E. Their daughter, Laura Mabel, became Charles' wife on 
July 15, 1903. There were three children from this marriage: 
Elizabeth, Roy Henry and Laura. 

Back Roll': Roy and Charles Roche 
Frolll Roll': Laura. Beth and Laura Mahel 

Charlie, as he was best known to his neighbours, and Laura began 
the task of getting their homesite in order. The first project was to 
build a more suitable place in which to live and then gradually 
develop his farm and dairy operation. The dairy was later to be called 
the West Winnipeg Dairy. He also raised and tended chickens while 
Laura got the customers and delivered the eggs, one customer being 
the Fort Garry Hotel. 

Charlie never thought a challenge was too great. His ambitious 
and adventurous nature led him to the discovery of gravel on his 
farm. At one time he had several men with many teams of horses 
hauling gravel to various places. Gravel was hauled for the roads in 
Assiniboine Park when it was founded, and to the old Christie 
Biscuit plant on what is now Notre Dame A venue. He did excavation 
work digging basements in the area - one being that of the house now 
occupied by Les Sweetland, formerly the Charles Lawrence home. 



Charles was most active in community affairs. He served on the 
Little Mountain School Board for a number of years and was a 
councillor for 20 years, serving until his passing in March of 1940 
at the age of 63. 

In 1943 with the dairy cattle being sold, Laura Mabel left the now
changing farm in the hands of her son, Roy, and took up residence 
in Winnipeg. In 1952 she married James McKendry. They lived a 
happy 14 years together with James passing away in February, 1966 
and Laura Mabel in August of that same year. Laura was 84. 

The children - Elizabeth, Roy and Laura - were all born in the 
Roche home. They attended Little Mountain, Cecil Rhodes, Daniel 
McIntrye and Kelvin Schools. 

Elizabeth and Jack Marks 
Elizabeth was born in 1904. After the completion of school and 

a business course, she left the farm to pursue her career but always 
returned home for holidays and special occasions. In 1935 she 
married Jack Marks whom she had met in Dryden, Ontario. Their 
marriage was performed at the Roche farm. She and Jack lived in 
Dryden for a short time before moving to the Lakehead. Jack worked 
for many years at the Great Lakes Paper Co. They had one son, 
Robert, born in 1942. Jack passed away in September of 1968. At the 
time of this writing, Beth is entering her 88th year. With the help of 
Bob, his wife Carol, grandson Kevin and other occasional outside 
help, she still lives and maintains her home in Thunder Bay. She is 
an avid bridge player and always enjoys entertaining guests. As a 
former student of Little Mountain School, she attended the reunion 
held in 1987, being one of the oldest present. 

Laura Roche 
Laura was born in 1908. She became a teacher and taught school 

for 14 years; first at Bird River, then at Irwinton School in Blackdale. 
She left the farm with her mother in 1943. Laura enjoyed travelling 
and photography. Before her death in 1945, she worked as a civil 
servant at the Post Office. 

Roy and Gladys (Davis) 
Roy Henry was born in 1906 and spent his entire life on SE 27-

11-2E. He worked with his father helping to build and maintain the 
farm operation. On November IS, 1933 he married Gladys Davis in 
Winnipeg. Gladys was the second born to Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Davis who lived in the east subdivision of the RM. 

Their first home was a small cottage set to the back of the home 
place. Gladys became an active partner in the farm as she took over 
some of the tasks from "Mom" Laura. Roy and Gladys had three 
children: Ronald, Brian and Diane. 

With the passing of Charles in 1940 and Laura moving to 
Winnipeg in 1943, the original house was then renovated to suit the 
needs of a growing family and, in 1949, Roy, Gladys and family 
made the move. 

Roy was a councillor from 1940 until 1946. He also served on the 
Little Mountain School Board for 16 years. He enjoyed curling and 
was a shareholder in both Rosser and Gordon Curling Clubs. In the 
1950's and early 60's he operated the municipal snowplow looking 
after the east subdivision of the Municipality. 

By 1960 son Brian had joined his father in the farm operation. 
With the sharing of farm activities it enabled Roy to purchase the 
established business of Park Royal Beach in 1962. The Beach was 
located on property owned by Roy and was adjacent to the farm. He 
was always pleased and appreciative of people both young and old 
who patronized the park from year to year. He sold the land and 
business in 1971. 

He displayed an interest in children and this was best exemplified 
in the care and time he devoted to his grandchildren, the first in 1960 
and the last in 1973. 

On January I, 1979 while preparing to attend the 80th birthday of 
long-time friend, Fred Mulligan, Roy suffered a fatal heart attack. 
He was in his 73rd year. 

Gladys has remained on the fanTI and still lives in and maintains 
the home place. Brian with wife Jeanette and their son, Bruce, now 
manage the fanTI. Also residing on the farm is Gladys' brother, Jim 
Davis, now retired, and his wife, Joyce. Jim has lived and worked 
with three generations of the Roche family. He and Gladys have 
many memories of the bygone days and have experienced the many 
physical changes that have taken place within their surroundings. 

Gladys enjoys bowling and is a long-time member of the Mount 
Lildon Women's Institute. Over the years, family and friends have 
dubbed her house "Granny's Kitchen" because she so enjoys to cook 
and bake. 

With the hope of staying healthy and God willing, Gladys intends 
to spend a few more good years on SE 27 -11-2E. 

- Diane Blue 

Brian and Jeannette (EIchuk) 
I, Brian Roy Roche, was born in Winnipeg, the second son of Roy 

and Gladys Roche. I attended Little Mountain School and Cecil 
Rhodes School. After finishing school I continued to farm with my 
parents on SE 27-11-2E. I enjoyed hockey and curling and being a 
member of the 4-H club. I was a shareholder of the Gordon Curling 
Club and enjoyed curling with my friends. 

On May 7, 1960 I married Jeannette Elchuk of Rosser. Together 
we have two sons: Brian Wayne, born in 1960, and Bruce Ritchie, 
born in 1965. They are the fourth generation to live on the farm. 

Wayne married Lynn Fryza of Stonewall on September 7, 1985. 
They reside in Stonewall and have two children: Cyndell-Lee and 
Janelle-Lee. 

Bruce lives at home on the farm. 
In the late 50's, besides farming, I also got involved in the 

trucking business. I have since met and made many friends through
out my years in the business. At the present time, I have been a 
contract operator with Gardewine North for over 25 years. 

In 1980 Wayne and Bruce started farming and trucking and 
became part of Brian Roche Enterprises. They are presently in
volved in contract trucking, locally, in Canada and the USA. 

- Brian and Jeannette Roche 

ROOTSAERT 

Triphon and Eliza (Vercruysse) 
Triphon and Eliza were both born in the Netherlands in 190 I. 

Triphon married Eliza Vercruysse on January 27, 1925 and came to 
Canada two years later in 1927. They worked at the Winnipeg Dairy 
in Fort Garry owned by Mr. Debackere whose family had lived 
across the street from Triphon 's family in Holland. In 1934 Triphon 
and Eliza, called Liza by everyone, bought the Avondale Dairy from 
Mr. Goethals near Kitchener and Rosser Road (now Inkster and 
King Edward). They owned the house, barn, milkhouse, corral and 
the cows grazed on the open prairie. He bought the land adjacent to 
the farm later. 

Their daughter, Margaret, was born in July, 1934. She went to 
Wentworth School for one year, then went to boarding school at St. 
Joseph's Academy in St. Boniface. In 195 I she married Eugene 
Kiezik. Margaret and Eugene live in Winnipeg. They have two sons, 
Ed and Jim. Ed is a machinist with the Canadian National Railway. 
He married Helen Tegos of Winnipeg and they have two sons, Justin 
and Kevin. They reside in St. Boniface. Jim is with the Winnipeg 
Police Department and is single. 
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Triphon and Liza belonged to the Belgium Club in Winnipeg. 
Many Sunday afternoons you could see club members at the dairy, 
Belgium bowling. There was plenty of beer. 

Tril'hol/ aw/ Li:a Roos/(Iert wirli dallglireJ" Margar,.r 

In 1941 the dairy burned down: only the outhouse was left 
standing. The fire started at the back of the pumphouse. An engine 
backfiring had ignited some straw. Liza was washing milk bottles 
when their dog Rex, a German shepherd, came running to her at the 
milkhouse. He kept scratching on the screen door; she kept yelling 
at the dog. Becoming quite agitated with the dog's scratching, she 
took the broom and ran out after the dog right towards the fire. By 
then, the fire was out of control. The next day they milked the cows 
at Alf Welsh's. He owned the dairy next to them. 

They bought a barn and house from Mrs. Dubinsky which were 
located east of Mr. DeGrave. They moved the barn all in one piece 
across the prairie and dismantled the house and built it anew at the 
dairy. 

During the war people started to buy land and so did Triphon. 
Once he acquired all his land, a close friend suggested he buy 
himself a tractor. He said he would sell Triphon his tractor as he was 
buying a new one. Liza was not too keen on the idea; she thought the 
horses would do just fine. I remember we were in the barn milking 
cows. Suddenly, we hear the noise of a tractor; we all ran out of the 
barn. Sure enough, there was Triphon coming across the prairie. He 
crossed Kitchener through the ditch. He got stuck! Liza was biting 
her lip. In those days tractors had steel spikes on the wheels - to no 
avail- he couldn't get out of the ditch so Triphon came for the horses. 
Liza said, "The horses have to pull the tractor!" 

In July, 1964 Triphon passed away. Liza passed away in October, 
1989. They are both buried at Sacred Heart Cemetery in St. Boniface. 

Bertrand and Marcella (Hamerlinck) 
My husband, Bertrand, and I, Marcella, came to Canada in 1939. 

We arrived in Winnipeg on July 24 after leaving the Netherlands on 
July 10, 1939. We travelled from Eede, Zeeland, via Antwerp, 
Belgium; from there by ferry to Harwich, England; then by train to 
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Liverpool and by ship, The Montrose, to Montreal, Quebec. We 
journeyed by train (CPR) to Winnipeg and went straight to Mr. and 
Mrs. Triphon Rootsaert's, my husband's brother. They owned 
A vondale Dairy just east of Rosser Road. We worked on the dairy 
for one year. When the dairy burned down my husband went to work 
for Standard Dairies in Winnipeg delivering milk in the Brooklands 
area. We moved to Winnipeg for a year, then we moved to the corner 
of Inkster and King Edward, fonnerly Kitchener and Rosser Road. 

We raised five children: Adrien, was born in Belgium in 1939; 
Eddie (Edmond), 1940; Bob (Robert), 1942; JoAnne, 1944; and 
Lorraine, 1947, were all born in Winnipeg. We then bought a farm 
located on Lot 16, Rosser Road from Mr. Bancroft for an unbeliev
able $4,250.00. The taxes were $65.00, interest was 4 percent. 
Today, the taxes are $1,727.38 for bare land (no buildings on it). 

Bert took ajob driving a taxi with Moore's Taxi during the war 
years. In 1947 he found employment with the Canadian National 
Railways and stayed with the company for 30 years, a good portion 
as an express messenger, which meant travelling on the trains back 
and forth to different parts of Canada. In later years he had a desk job 
as an express clerk with the company in Winnipeg prior to his 
retirement. In 1977, Bert suffered a stroke while at work and was 
forced to go on a disability pension. He's been retired since then. 

Eddie and Adrien attended a French boarding school in St. 
Boniface, Maison Chapelle, for one and two years respectively prior 
to attending Wentworth School (modern-day French Immersion, I 
suppose). The children attended Wentworth School to Grade Eight, 
just a half a mile north of our place. Their teachers were: Miss C. 
Hemming, Mr. Campbell, Mrs. Robertson, Mrs. Mazur, Mrs. 
Snatenchuk and Mrs. Cosens. The boys attended St. Paul's High 
School; the girls attended St. Mary's Academy. 

In the winter the boys played hockey outside every Saturday 
morning at Klimpke's. My husband filled up the car with our kids 
and as many neighbourhood kids as the car could hold and off they 
went. First they had to clear the snow from the ice. Even JoAnne 
played with them. One day she said, "Mum, could you buy me a new 
pair of skates?" I thought I'd buy her a pair of nice white figure 
skates. When she saw them, she nearly had a fit. "Mum, I don't want 
skates with combs on. I can't skate with them." The next Saturday 
she stayed outside the warm up shack while the rest got dressed. Mr. 
Klimpke came outside. He asked, "JoAnne, aren't you getting 
ready?" She said, "Look! Look at my skates. They have combs on. 
I can't go out with these." Mr. Klimpke said, "We'll just file them 
off," and so they did, but it still wasn't the same. JoAnne's biggest 
ambition in life was to be with her brothers and do whatever they did. 
This included playing football, cowboys and Indians, Belgium 
bowling, even tagging along to Roche's quarry or the dump. I knew 
the kids spent a great deal of time at the dump by the amount of 
restaurant china that ended up in their toy collection. JoAnne later 
joined track and field in Winnipeg and did very well in it. She 
travelled all over Canada by train. She also went to Brazil for the 
1963 Pan American Games. 

I think we must have had the worst yard for snow in the area. The 
shovelling of snow on that place seemed never-ending. The snow 
reached the roof of the barn and the kids just slid from the roof into 
the yard. We received excellent service from the Rosser Municipal
ity as far as the clearing of the snow, road grading and the cleaning 
of the culverts in the spring. This became quite evident after we 
became part of the City of Winnipeg. 

One day Eddie came home with a pup. He got it from Hydes - a 
black Lab. I said, "Bring it back, we don't want a pup in the house." 
Ed said that he would take care of it. He named it Butch. Wherever 
Eddie went the dog went. He tagged along to school every morning 
with the kids. One morning I wouldn't let Butch out. I wanted him 
to eat first. Well, he flew at the door, from the door to the window, 



back and forth. I let him go. When I looked out the window I saw him 
just turning the corner to the barn. The kids were just turning into the 
school yard. When they saw him, he came flying along the ditch 
attempting to reach the schoolyard at the same time. How that dog 
knew when it was close to noon, I'll never know! At II :00 he would 
be on his way to school. He went back with them after lunch and met 
them again when school was out at 4:00. We had that dog for a long 
time. 

We had a lot of chickens at one time. One day the boys were going 
to kill a chicken. Bert had told them how to do it. Adrien had the axe, 
Eddie held the head on a big block of wood and Bob held the legs. 
As Adrien lowered the axe, Ed and Bob let go of the chicken. It 
started hopping around without its head. They still laugh when they 
bring up the episode. 

One year, on Halloween, there was a party at school. Bob had 
asked me for a big potato. He didn't say what it was for and I did not 
ask. As it turned out, Bob and, I believe, Henry Blue put that potato 
in the exhaust pipe of the teacher's car. Needless to say, she couldn't 
start her car. She was furious. Barbara MacDougall went for her 
mother to pull the car so that they could get it started. However, Bob 
had told Barbara what he had done. Mrs. MacDougall was informed 
about the potato but she was not to let on that she knew. Well, was 
that teacher upset when they found the potato in the exhaust pipe. For 
months she wanted to know who did it. Nobody ever told her but I 
think she had a pretty good idea because Bob was never far away 
from trouble. 

There were a lot of gophers in our field. All those holes! One day 
Bob said, "I'll get them out." He started to pour pails of water down 
the holes. Soon some came out. Other times they were all involved 
in drowning out the gophers. I saw them carrying pail after pail of 
water to the holes. They just couldn't get that one last gopher out. 
They knew it was down there. They looked all over the field. They 
couldn't find another outlet. ''I'll bet it's moved into MacDougall's 
field," I said. Those gophers sure liked to eat the peas out of our 
garden. 

We had many problems with our house, depending on the season. 
Our house was extremely cold in the winter. Much of the sawdust 
insulation had sunk to the bottom of the wall space. Many times in 
the spring water filled the basement. The same thing occurred in the 
fall. The number of pails of water we threw through the basement 
window was unbelievable. When the ditch in front of the house was 
full, the basement was full also. 

When we were annexed to the City of Winnipeg, the culverts 
were never cleaned out. The city claimed the water was running the 
other way, in other words, uphill! I remember the first spring we 
belonged to the city the water rose to the top of the basement 
windows. After a few springs, they changed their thinking. 

Every winter our radiators in the kitchen would freeze up. There 
was no basement under our kitchen. Sometimes, I worked a whole 
day thawing them out. No sewer, no running water - you wonder how 
a person managed. However it was nice in the summer lots of room 
for the kids to play. Even the grandchildren still say, "Let's go there 
so we can play in the big tree." All in all, we enjoyed living at Lot 
16, Rosser Road - give us country living anytime. It was good while 
it lasted - the yard, the flowers, the garden, the neighbours. We are 
now apartment dwellers in St. James. 

We have both pursued various interests over the years. Bert has 
always been an avid sportsman - as a participant and as a fan. He has 
enjoyed golfing, curling and bowling; we both bowled in the 
senior's league, I have done a lot of sewing over the years from 
school clothes to wedding dresses. Also, I enjoy knitting and 
crocheting. I am presently working on a crocheted tablecloth for one 
of my granddaughters. Reading and playing bingo are other favour
ite pastimes. For several years after Bert retired we enjoyed the 

social life of the Belgium Club in St. Boniface, whether it was 
playing cards, bingo or Belgium bowling. 

In 1963 Adrien married a Winnipeg girl, Geraldine Mulvihill, 
and they have five children: Cathleen, Corinne, Christine, Dean and 
Wayne. They all reside in Edmonton except for Corinne who is 
married and living in Toronto. Adrien is a structural engineering 
technologist for a consulting engineering company. 

Back ROil": Boh. Lorraine. Adrim 
Frollt Roll': Ed. JoAlllle. Marcella alld Bert Roostaert (50th Alllli\'crsaryJ 

In 1969 Eddie married Jean Slater of Balmoral. They have four 
sons: Bryan, Peter, Mark and Christopher. Eddie is a project man
ager (senior draftsman) for a consulting engineering firm in Winni
peg. They live south of Stonewall in the Municipality of Rockwood. 

In 1962 Bob maITied a Winnipeg girl, Colleen Ratcliffe, and they 
reside in San Jose, California. They have four children: Keith, 
Allison, Kyle and Michelle. Allison is married and has two children. 
Bob is a computer systems analyst for IBM. 

JoAnne married Barrie Carman of Inwood in 1971. They have a 
son, Sean, and a daughter, Kirsten. JoAnne and her husband are both 
teachers and are residing in Teulon. 

In 1973, Lorraine married Michel Bremault of Ste. Agathe 
where they reside. They have three children: Janine, Joel and Julie. 
Lorraine has recently completed her studies and is now a registered 
nurse. 

- Marcella Rootsaert 

THE ALEXANDER RUTHERFORDS 

The Rutherfords, originally from Scotland, had settled in Galt, 
Ontario from where the five sons and two daughters emigrated to 
western Canada. Alexander Morgan, the youngest son, farmed at 
Waskada and later at Rosser. In partnership with his brother, Lome, 
Alex operated the 960 acre farm for Elias Gjertson from 1927 to 
1933 when the Gjertson family sold to the Rock Lake Hutterite 
Colony. 

In 1934 Alex moved his family to what had been known as the 
Craig place - the north half of 29-12-1 E. Alex had married Nellie 
Brown of Galt in 1919. Their two children, Jack and Mary, were 
born when the family resided at Rosser. 

Mrs. Rutherford passed away in 1937 and Mrs. Elsie Snider, 
Alex's sister, came to live with the family. In 1943, Alex married 
N orine Borthistle, the onl y daughter of Richard and Jessie Borthistle, 
who had moved from Minnedosa in 1933. 
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Norille Ruther/em! 

Alex passed away in 1977 and in, 1982, Norine moved to a 
suite in the newly-constructed Stonewood Place in Stonewall. 
Since 1989 Norine has resided in Heritage Lodge Personal Care 
Home in Winnipeg. 

Meanwhile, back at the ranch ... 

Mary and Henry Meinschein 
Mary completed her schooling in Grosse Isle and Winnipeg. She 

worked in Winnipeg for a number of years before moving to 
Columbus, Ohio. 

Mary married Henry Meinschein in 1964 and moved to Balti
more, Maryland where their son, Mark, was born. Mary and Henry 
are now retired in Randallstown, Maryland and Mark lives in nearby 
Westminster. 

Jack and Lois (Revel) 
Jack married Lois Revel of Eden, a descendant of the European 

Huguenots, in 1949. Their five children were educated in Rosser, 
Grosse Isle and Warren. 

Larry, their oldest son, continued his studies at Red River 
Community College first in electrical technology and then, later, in 
computer technology. In 1978, he married Lena Clemenzi of To
ronto. Following the birth of their two children, Miranda in 1983 and 
Ryan in 1985, they relocated in Richmond Hill, Ontario. Larry is 
employed as a computer consultant and Lena is a school secretary. 

Wendy, Jack and Lois' first daughter, married David Fielderand 
her story continues as a Fielder. 

Jo-Ann, the second Rutherford daughter. took her training at 
Grace Hospital then nursed there and in Calgary. After a 14-month 
working holiday in Australia and New Zealand, Jo-Ann switched 

Jack alld Lois Ruthelj(m! Jo-Anll and Rick Henderson 
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careers and trained as a licensed massage therapist in Sutton, 
Ontario. She established her own business in 1985, the year of her 
marriage to Rick Henderson of Toronto, a design engineer. In 1991 
they bought a home in Etobicoke. 

Randy, the Rutherford's second son, worked in Denmark (IAEA) 
for several months, then completed the year in Denmark, Western 
Australia. He spent some time in the Alberta oil fields before settling 
on the family farm to accept prime responsibility for the hog 
operation .. 

On September 29, 1984, Randy married Nancy Friesen of St. 
Francois Xavier. Nancy worked in Winnipeg as a secretary until 
they started their family. She is currently a full-time mother and 

Randy alld Nallcy Rutherjim! 
Michae!, Scoll (lnd Ashley 

homemaker. They have three children: Ashley Lynne, born August 
1, 1986; Michael Alexander, born August 1, 1988; and Scott 
Benjamin, born August 11, 1990. 

Randy, Nancy and their children attend the Schoenfelder 
Mennonite Church at St. Francois Xavier. 

After graduation from high school in Warren in 1977, Rick - the 
youngest member of the family - spent several months in the IAEA 
program in Western Australia before commencing farming with his 
father. . 

Rick and Jallice RutherjiJl'd 
Chad alld Kara 



Rick developed a keen interest in the grain facet of the operation. 
Consequently, a modern seed cleaning plant was set up in 1981. Rick 
spends many hours processing the grain products of Rutherford 
Farms Ltd. as well as doing custom work for farmers in the 
surrounding area. 

On October 19,1985 Rick married Janice Wharf of Winnipeg. In 
1987 they built a large modern home north of the established 
building site comprised of up-to-date farm buildings and homes 
owned by Jack and Lois, Randy and Nancy, and Wendy and David. 

Janice worked as the director of a children's day care in Winnipeg 
until the birth of Chad Alan on March 25, 1989. Kara Suzanne 
arrived on April 24, 1991. Janice is at home, involved in the 
community and helps out on the farm when needed. 

Jack and Lois, although semi-retired, maintain a strong interest 
in all areas of the farm operation. They travel extensively, and are 
involved in church activities - local Presbytery and Conference - as 
well as other community organizations. 

Over the years farming practices have changed radically at 29-
12-1 E. The lowly horse for scuffling (cultivating) seed plots and 
gardens gave way to roto-tillers and garden tractors. Gas and riding 
mowers replaced the push-type. Small, yet cumbersome, 2-cylinder 
tractors gave way to powerful 4-wheel drives. The steam and later 
gas-powered threshing machines were relegated to the scrap heap in 
favour of self-propelled combines. Many time and labour-saving 
devices were added over the years in order to adapt to the increase 
in the size of the farm. 

In 1955, Jack and Lois had purchased a quarter in section 30-12-
I E. The newly-formed company, Rutherford Farms Ltd., bought the 
W 1/2 of8-13-IE in 1977 and the other half of section 8 in 1984. SW 
16-13-2E was added in late 1991. 

Modern egg marketing boards and added work loads in the grain 
and hog enterprises of the farm phased out the egg operation in the 
early 1980's. The twice-expanded operation to a 1200-1400 annual 
finished hog production left a small area in the barn for the ever 
faithful milk cow and her later-to-become-beef calf. 

As well as the "natural" fertilizer from the animals, commercial 
products have united to produce bountiful yields while not depleting 
the soil of it's nutrients. Careful farm practices continue, as the 
residents of 29-12-1 E look forward with hope that eventually the 
financial return for agriculture products will justify the hard work 
and dedication. 

LORNE AND BESSIE RUTHERFORD 

Bess RlIIhClford 

Lome Rutherford was born 
in Galt, Ontario. He and his 
brother, Alex, came west in 
1909 and settled in Reston, 
Manitoba and later in Waskada, 
Manitoba. 

In 1915 Lome and Bessie 
Branscombe were married at 
her parents' home in New 
Brunswick. Bessie had come 
west in 1910 and had been 
teaching school in southern 
Manitoba. They farmed at 
Waskada until 1918 when they 
moved to Rosser. 

Lome and Alex had rented a farm from Archibald, Sinclair and 
McDougall, NW 28-1-1 E. In 1927 they moved to Grosse Isle, 
returning to Rosser in 1934 when they purchased the McFee farm, 
6-12-IE. 

Lome and Bessie were members of the Rosser United Church. 
Lome served as an elder on the church board for a number of years. 
Both were very active in community affairs with Bessie holding 
such positions as president of the Rosser Women's Institute, vice
president of the Winnipeg District Board of WI and president of the 
Rosser Ladies Aid. 

Following Lome's death in 1952, the farm was operated by the 
family until 1955 when it was sold to Henry Holtmann. At this time 
Bessie returned to teaching and later moved into Winnipeg. She is 
presently living in Tuxedo Villa, enjoying quite good health. she 
celebrated her 100th birthday on April 15, 1992. 

Lome and Bessie had three children. The eldest, Murray, was 
born in 1917 in Waskada and died of the flu in 1919. 

Robert and Mona (Matheson) 
Robert was born in 1919 in Rosser. He received his education in 

Grosse Isle and Rosser, later attending the University of Manitoba 
where he completed two years of Agriculture before joining the 
RCAF in 1941. In 1950 he married Mona Matheson of Stonewall 
and in 1955 they took up farming in that area. Bob was always a 
baseball enthusiast and played on both hardball and fastball teams. 
In addition he took an active part in community affairs, holding 
various positions in the following organizations: Starwood Coop
erative, local school board, South Area Development Board, and the 
Tecumseh 4-H Club. While he was actively farming he was a 
delegate to Manitoba Pool Elevators and a member of the Manitoba 
Seed Growers Association. He continues to be an active member of 
the Stonewall United Church. 

Bob and Mona have five children: 
Ken and Jane Mehrtens live in Atlanta, Georgia. Ken started his 

career as a teacher, later becoming a pilot. He spent 13 years in the 
Bahamas and the Caribbean before moving to the States. He and 
Jane have two children, Kate and Sam. 

Ross and Dori Cox live in Winnipeg. Ross is an investigative 
reporter with the CBC and currently heads the I-Team. He and Dori 
have two children, Courtney and Stephanie. 

Nancy and Rick Orlesky live in Winnipeg. Nancy teaches at 
Stonewall Centennial School. She and Rick have two children, Sara 
and Stacey. 

Bruce and Bambi Mann live in Stonewall. Bruce teaches at 
Stonewall High School. He and Bambi have two children, Brittany 
and Josh. 

Beth was in real estate and was head of student placement at 
Herzing Business College prior to enrolling in Theology at St. 
Andrews College in Saskatoon. She is currently taking herthird year 
internship at Immanuel United Church in Winnipeg. 

Bob and Mona are both retired but continue to live on the farm. 

Marjorie and AI Stevens 
Marjorie was born in 1922 and received her education at Rosser 

and Grosse Isle. Following graduation she enrolled in a business 
course and was then employed in the Rosser Municipal Office until 
her marriage to Al Stevens in 1945. 

Al came to Rosser in 1933 where he attended school. After he 
obtained his teaching certificate he taught school until he enlisted in 
the RCAF in 1941. He served as a navigator and bomb aimer in RAF 
squadrons. He was shot down and became a POW in Stalag Luft III. 
After the war he returned to teaching and, in 1950, became the 
principal of Vincent Massey Collegiate in Fort Garry, Winnipeg. In 
the 1970's he was Superintendent of Schools in Portage La Prairie. 
He retired from the Department of Education in 1988. 
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Marge was always very active in church and CGIT work. 
Their son, Lorne, was born in 1956. He graduated in Business 

Administration from Red River College and is currently self
employed in Winnipeg as W. Lome Stevens Business Forms. Lome 
is married to Lorna Brown of Winnipeg. They have two boys, 
Lindsey and Lee. 

NORMAN AND ETHEL RUTHERFORD 

Aftertheirmarriage in January 1923,NonnanandEthel (Ferguson) 
Rutherford moved to Grosse Isle from Galt, Ontario where they 
were born. They settled on the Brown and Rutherford farm on 
Section 24-12-1 W. Norman, a brother of Alex and Lome Rutherford 
was a World War I veteran. 

The Rutherfords were a community-minded family and soon 
Mrs. Rutherford was active in church and community work here. 
Their family of three: Peggy, Bill and Murray grew up on the farm 
and went to school in Grosse Isle. Bill and Murray were hockey and 
baseball enthusiasts in those days. Peg attended Normal School in 
Winnipeg and then taught in various schools in Manitoba. Bill 
remained on the farm and Murray completed his Grade XII at United 
College and began working for Brown and Rutherford as a cabinet 
maker. 

On retirement from fanning in 1947, the Rutherfords bought the 
Fred Beachell property and buildings just east of the railroad tracks 
across from the present E. and E. General Store in Grosse Isle. 

Mr. Rutherford died in 1962. Mrs. Rutherford remained there 
until her death in 1966. The family then sold the property to Mr. AJ. 
Allen. 

Peg married Glen Taylor from Eriksdale, Manitoba in 195 I and 
they lived there until 1967, when they moved to Crystal City, 
Manitoba. Glen passed away suddenly in 1981 followed by Peg's 
sudden death in 1984. 

The three children: Margaret lives in Winnipeg with her husband, 
Ron Mann, and one son. Glennis who married Don Vines make their 
home in Crystal City. They have two girls and one boy. Cameron, the 
youngest lives and works in Calgary. 

Bill and Tillie were married in 1960 and raised four children. 
They all took their schooling in the Westwood area. 

Blair, the oldest graduated in 1981, worked in the area doing odd 
cooking jobs while going to school. Later he took a cooking position 
on the DEW line with Felix Services. After three years he came back 
and took an aviation course at Interlake Aviation. He is now 
employed with Northway Aviation as a pilot. 

Barclay graduated in 1982, worked on the DEW line as a cook 
and doing maintenance for three years. He also took his aviation 
course at Interlake Aviation. He is now employed by Air West out 
of Winnipeg as a pilot. Barclay married Nancy Jo Pearce in March 
of 1989 and have a son, Ryan Taylor, born January 1992. 

Bryan graduated in 1988, worked odd jobs including Manco 
Dairies and Ready Foods. He is now employed with Falcon Bridge 
Mine in the drilling branch and core sampling. 

Beverley graduated in 1987 and took child care at Red River 
Community College. She is now employed at Care and Share 
Children's Centre. 

Bill retired from the City of Winnipeg Transit in 1988 after 38 
years of service. He is now a member of the Khartum Temple and 
the Masonic Lodge in which he has a keen interest. 

Tillie retired from Health and Social Services in June 1992 after 
14 years of service. She worked as a clerk monitoring the schools in 
the district. She passed away in August 1992, after a courageous 
battle with cancer. 

Murray, the second son of Norman and Ethel married Carolyn 
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Ewaniuk in 195 I. Murray retired in 1992 after 45 years with Brown 
and Rutherford Ltd-Winnipeg. 

Murray and Carolyn make their home in Westwood, enjoy winter 
vacations in Hawaii as well as frequent visits with their sons and 
families. 

Dwight, the oldest son of Murray and Carolyn was born in 
1957. He graduated from the University of Winnipeg. After sev
eral career changes, Dwight is currently the senior property agent 
with Public Works Canada in the Manitoba/Saskatchewan divi
sional office in Winnipeg Alumni Association, Dwight married 
Colleen Armstrong in 1991. Colleen is a country living copy edi
tor of 'The Country Guide" as well as editor of The Theological 
Journal "Touchstone". Dwight and Colleen live in Westwood. 

Dwayne, the youngest son of Murray and Carolyn was born on 
December 6, 1960. He graduated from the University of Manitoba 
in 1982 with a Bachelor of Commerce (Honours). He became a 
chartered accountant in 1985 and currently works as a controller 
with a wood products manufacturer in Winnipeg. On May 24, 
1986, Dwayne married Heather Dawn Reichert, also a chartered 
accountant. She works in public practise with an international firm 
of chartered accountants. Dwayne and Heather have two daughters, 
Meaghan Leigh, born June 2,1988 and Kelsey Dawn, born April 13, 
1990, brighten the days in the Rutherford horne in North Kildonan. 

- taken from the Grosse Isle Story and 
updated by Bill Rutherford 

THE ALBERT RYAN FAMILY 

The Albert Ryan family moved from Virden in 1904. Albert and 
Emily moved to the present farm, one and a half miles east of Rosser, 
and proceeded to raise five children: 

Dr. George is a retired orthopedic specialist, still living in Winni
peg with his wife, Mary. Edward farmed in the RM all of his life and 
served as councillor and Reeve of Rosser until his death in 1963. 
Dorothy taught school in many parts of the province, retiring from 
teaching in East Kildonan. She passed away in 1989. Mary was a 
practical nurse and passed away in 1986. Marjorie passed away in 
1954 after a career in nursing, both in the USA and in the Canadian 
Arnled Forces. 

Albert died in 1945 and his wife, Emily, passed away in 1954. 
Presently, the third generation of the Ryan family, Keith and 

Colleen, farm the original farm and live on the corner of Inkster and 
Sturgeon Road. They have two sons - Christopher and Neill-and two 
daughters - Sheilagh, of Toronto, and Nancy Arbez of St. Vital. 

George Ryall. Albert Ryall 
Dorothy Ryall. Emily Mooch Ryall, Robert Edward Ryall 
Marjorie Gatellby Ryall. Mary Eli:abeth Ryall. c. 1908 



SCAIFE F AMIL Y 

There are four members in our gang: Barry, Rosalind, Colleen 
and Catherine. 

Barry Eirikur is the main man in our gang. He was born on 
November 9, 1945 at Grace Hospital in Winnipeg. His dad, Thomas 
Sanderson (Sandy) Scaife (1913-1980) from Clarkleigh, met his 
mom, Olof(Olive) Hallson (1917) from Lundar. They were married 
in Lundar then moved to Warren where along came the three 
musketeers: Lloyd, Barry and Raymond. 

The head lady of our family - or so I'd like to think - is myself, 
Rosalind Gail, born on October 4, 1947 at Grace Hospital. My dad, 
Alfred (Alf) George Burfoot (1911) from Winnipeg, met my mom, 
Catherine (Rena) Mowat Gair (1917) also of Winnipeg. They were 
married and along came two of us. I am the second born and have a 
big brother, Robert (Bob) William Burfoot. 

Barry is a Racing Official at Assiniboia Downs. He is the starter 
for the thoroughbreds and parade marshal for the standardbreds. He 
has worked at this track since 1962. This is where we first set eyes 
on each other and were married on April 12, 1975 in Winnipeg. In 
our wedding party were Larry and Sandra Bird from Rosser; Lloyd, 
Barry's older brother, and wife Judy were our best man and matron 
of honour. 

We resided in Winnipeg until our first blessed event came about; 
Colleen Leslie, born on September 4, 1976 at Grace Hospital. I 
would not say Colleen was eager about this as I carried her ten 
months and then she took two days before agreeing to face the world. 
We decided the city was no place to raise children, even at a few 
months old, so off to the country we went. We rented a farm between 
Woodlands and Warren where we resided for approximately four 
years. During this time I boarded thoroughbreds, raised lots of 
chickens, three pigs (never again) and a small herd of bull calves. 
During our time on the farm our second blessed event came about; 
Catherine Rose, born on July 16, 1979 at Grace Hospital. I carried 
Catherine, like her big sister, for ten months but she wasn't quite so 
reluctant to appear. 

Finally, in the spring of 1981, Florence Wedge had her house up 
for sale. Upon seeing the house and meeting Mrs. Wedge we knew 
this was where we wanted to live. We moved in during August, 
1981. Mrs. Wedge let us plant a garden early. All our belongings 
were stored in my parents' garage and we lived in their home for two 
months. Unpacking was a glorious discovery. 

Immediately we started meeting the wonderful people of Rosser. 
Shirley Hallick seemed to introduce me to at least a dozen every time 
I went into the store and then she would explain how they were 
related to those who I'd met yesterday. Wow! Thought I'd never get 
them all straight. Then I started working in the store and post-office 
and had to figure it out fast. Barry knew a lot of people from being 
raised in Warren, so he didn't have this problem. Dorothy Blair and 
Janet Hagen took us under their wings making us feel welcome and 
informing us what we needed to know. The people of Rosser are 
always there for you whether it's a cup of sugar or a place to stay 
during the three-day ice storm when you have no heat or lights. 
Thanks to Hagens we were warm and enjoyed our camp-over. 

Our family loves to travel, camp in the wilderness, fish, and all 
but Barry love to swim. Barry is an excellent woodsman and enjoys 
his hunting and fishing trips. Catherine is a competitive gymnast and 
attends classes five days a week at least. She, at present, is in Level 
IV and is on her way to Omaha to compete internationally. Colleen 
used to attend gymnastics but, due to injuries, has retired. Now she 
is into basketball, soccer, volleyball, band and jazz choir, etc, etc. Of 
course, these usually all take place in the opposite direction of 
Catherine. Both girls are junior curlers. Barry and I also used to curl. 
Barry quit because of bad knees and I quit when I acquired my family 

chauffeuring licence. We attend Rosser United Church when we 
can, once again gym classes restrict us. 

At present Colleen is in grade ten at Warren Collegiate and 
Catherine is in grade seven at Grosse Isle. The four of us have 
enjoyed our time so far in Rosser and even though we'd like to find 
a place about 15 to 20 acres we are only looking in the Rosser area. 
The girls would like to have their horses home to ride and I would 
like to have them as well as my cows, chickens, and etc., except no 
pigs. The girls are both talking of university or college but who 
knows what life will bring? As long as they try to be the best they can 
at whatever they choose to do, Barry and I will be happy. 

- Rosalind Scaife 

EDWARD AND ESTHER SCHALLA 

In the spring of 1961 we bought a piece of property (125 x 100) 
on a street called Westmoreland in the RM of Rosser for $240.00 per 
25 x 100 lot. 

We took off the sod, piled it up and hauled water from Ed's 
brother's place in Brooklands to pour over it to keep it alive. Then 
we hired Herb Lischka, who had lived next door one year, and some 
other men to build our house. 

On September 9,1961 we were married and moved in. We had 
mud roads and ditches. Our neighbours were the Lischkas next door 
and Seminiuks across the road and lots of open field all around. Our 
property tax in 1963 was $277.16. We had to pick up our mail at 
Dicken's Post Office and later mail boxes at Selkirk and Rosser 
Road which is now King Edward. 

In August, 1962 we had a son, Brian, and in September, 1963 
another son, Kevin. Brian was bussed to school for two years to 
Shaughnessy Park School on Manitoba and Kevin attended kin
dergarten there. Then they were bussed to Lansdowne School till 
grade 7 which then put them into Sisler. 

In 1967 we started our own business, Brookdale Plumbing & 
Heating Ltd., in our home basement. After two years we moved it to 
Notre Dame and then to Logan and King Edward where we pur
chased a building. We are in our 25th yearofbusiness. In 1978 when 
the plumbers' strike was on, we started another non-union business, 
BK Plumbing & Heating Ltd., of which Kevin is now the owner. 
Brian will be taking over Brookdale in 1992. 

In 1983 Brian married Rita Will and they now have two boys and 
live in Meadows West. Kevin built a house next door to us five years 
ago and still lives there. 

Our street is now Manitoba A venue since Winnipeg took over 
this area from the RM of Rosser and called it Tyndall Park. The 
streets and back lanes are paved; there are sidewalks, street lights 
and neighbours all around. 

Many of our neighbours were here before us and some shortly 
after. We still live here and meet each other occasionally and 
reminisce about the good old days. After living here 30 years, it 
almost feels like home! 

Some names I remember from the 60's: *Lischka, Semeniuk, 
*Shastekowski, Merrifields, Peters, *Hrynick, *Popko, *Lamboo, 
*Egesz, Yarelich, Basarowich, *Einerson, Toews, Roziere, *Duseign, 
*Diawol, *Borchard. (*still live in the area). 

And the song, from beginning to end, 
I/ound in the heart 0/ a /n·end. 

HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW 
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FRANK AND WENDY SEIDEL 

Frank Seidel, son of Frank and Doris Seidel, grew up in the 
Fannystelle area. After the accidental death of his father in 1962, 
Doris and family moved to Winnipeg. In 1967 Doris married Leo 
Hadaller and moved to the Rosser community. 

Wendy, daughter of Henry and Ruth Johnson grew up in the 
Rosser community attending East Rosser and Rosser schools. 

Wendy and Frank both attended Warren Collegiate. In 1973 
Frank and Wendy were married and resided in Winnipeg. Frank was 
active in farming, while Wendy worked in Winnipeg. In 1977 and 
1978 sons Andrew and Graham were born. 

In 1987 Frank and Wendy built a home and returned to the Rosser 
community. Andrew and Graham continue to attend the French 
Immersion Program in Winnipeg. Both boys enjoy snowmobiling in 
winter and are active in summer sports, in particular soccer and 
tennis. Their respective soccer teams won City Championships in 
1990. Graham continued to play soccer for a City Premier team in 
1991, winning league and City Championships. 

Wendy works in Winnipeg, employed since 1980 at Seven Oaks 
General Hospital. Frank is self-employed as provincial distributor 
for Dynovac Central Vacuum Systems. 

ALEXANDER AND MARY SEMENEK 

Alex's parents were John and Vema Semenek. Alex was born in 
1900 in Austria and had two sisters. He came to Canada in 1914 to 
Rosser district and worked on a dairy farm. He left for Saskatchewan 
in 1925, bought a farm but left there in the 30's when he went broke 
from drought in the Hoffer, Saskatchewan area. He then came back 
to the Rosser district where he bought a home. In his later years he 
worked for Killberry Industries and retired in 1969. He passed away 
in 1974. 

Alex Semend Family Alex Semend grandchildren 

Alex married Mary Palaghian in 1942. They had three sons: 
Ivin, born in 1943, married Sadie Mahan in 1974. They have one 

daughter, Tara, born in 1979, and one son, Mark, born in 1981. They 
reside in Winnipeg. 

Alvin, born in 1944, married Joanne Henry in 1975. They have 
one daughter, Stacey, born in 1977 and one son, Randy, born in 
1979. They also reside in Winnipeg. 

George, born in 1945, married Loraine Kasprick in 1970. They 
have two sons: Jason, born in 1972, and Cory, born in 1974. George 
lives in Calgary. Loraine lives in Winnipeg. They are divorced. 

460 

George married Joann Broughton in 1984. She has one daughter, 
Tanya, born in 1974, stepdaughter to George. 

In 1975 Mary married Bert Egesz and they reside in Winnipeg. 
Mary now has three stepsons, a stepdaughter ,md six step gnmdchildren. 

WILMA SHELAGA 

I was born in 1931, the third child of Harve and Lily Wedge. I 
attended school at Prairie Star, East Rosser and Rosser Village. 
When I finished school I moved to Winnipeg for awhile, then in 
1952 I went to Churchill to work and met my future husband. 

We lived in Ottawa for 26 years. I returned to Manitoba, alone, 
and now reside in Winnipeg where I work as a Health Care Aide, but 
do visit my family quite regularly in Rosser, Gordon and Warren. 

I have two children: my son, William, who has resided in 
Winnipeg for the past four years; and a daughter, Sheryle, and 
grandson Kevin who reside in Ottawa. 

FRED AND JEAN SIFERT 

I was born on a farm in Windthorst, Saskatchewan in 1923. I 
worked on farms until I joined the Anny in the spring of 1940. In 
September, 1940 I was shipped overseas. While a convalescent at 
Colchester Essex England in 1944 I met Jean Sheppard. On 
October 20, 1945, Jean and I were married. When I got out of the 
Army in February 1946 I went into training and racing 
standardbred horses. 

Jean and I moved to Manitoba in 1951. I drove street cars and 
buses in Winnipeg for two years, then worked for Air Canada for 
22 years. 

We came to Rosser in 1974. I worked for the RM of Rosser 
on roads driving the grader for a year. As a hobby we kept and 
raced horses in Manitoba and Saskatchewan for over 40 years. 

Jean and I raised six children. They are: Susan Ann, born 
April, 1946; Brenda Lee, born July, 1947; Vernon Peter, born 
April, 1950; Elizabeth Jane, born June 1953; Keith Frederick, 
born January 1956; and Heather Jean, born May, 1961. We now 
have eleven grandchildren. 

Back Row: Brenda. Keith. Susan 
From Roll': Eli:aheth. Fred. Jean. Heather (inset). Vernon (BlIIch) Sijert 



GEORGE AND JENNIE SIMMIE 

George and Jennie Simmie spent approximately three years 
living in the Pool residence at Gordon. Dad was the Manager of the 
Pool Elevator during the years 1941-1944. As had been their custom 
through the years, they were soon involved in the community life. 
Mom was active in the United Church, Sunday School, Women's 
Institute which also included knitting, quilting, etc. for the war effort 
of the community. Dad had always been an avid curler and was an 
energetic supporter of the planning and building of the Gordon 
Curling Rink. Because of their friendly neighbours and activities, 
life was good in spite of the worries of war and having two sons in 
the Air Force. 

Dad's sudden untimely death in June, 1944 caused Mom's life to 
change abruptly. Although she had to move to Winnipeg she kept in 
touch with the good people of Gordon. A curling trophy in memory 
of Dad was donated to the Club. Mom died in July, 1970. 

Due to their happy days at Gordon, 1, their daughter, feel 
honoured to be asked to write a few words for the story of Gordon 
community in the RM of Rosser. 

- E. Doubleday 

DOROTHY SIMONSON AND KEN BELBIN 

Dorothy is the daughter of Martha and the late Torger Simonson 
of Woodlands. She was educated in Woodlands and lived there until 
1964 when she moved to Portage La Prairie where she was the 
assistant accountant for the City of Portage. In 1973 she moved to 
Winnipeg and worked for Construction Equipment as the assistant 
accountant until June, 1991 when she was laid off. 

Dorothy Simollsoll alld Kell Belbill 

Dorothy had two children: 
Beverly was born in May, 1961. 
She married Terry Schofield in 
1983. They are living in Win
nipeg. Wesley, who was born 
in 1962, passed away on Sep
tern ber 7, 1972 atthe age of ten 
years. 

Ken is the son of the late 
William and Etta Belbin of 
Portage La Prairie. Ken re
ceived his education in Portage 
and worked there until 1972. 
He then got ajob in Winnipeg, 
at Construction Equipment, as 

a heavy equipment mechanic where he worked until November, 
1991. Ken is presently employed at Duerel Equipment in Winnipeg. 

Ken has one daughter, Donna, who lives and works in Portage La 
Prairie. 

Ken and Dorothy moved to Grosse Isle in July 1985 into the 
former Jansen home. They both enjoy their large yard and garden in 
Grosse Isle and are avid country music fans. 

GARY SIMONSON AND FAMILY 

Gary and his family moved to Meadows in May, 1974. He is the 
son of Martha and the late Torger Simonson of Woodlands. Gary 

attended school in Woodlands and then Daniel McIntyre Collegiate 
in Winnipeg. He was employed at Agriculture Canada for 22 years. 
Gary has always been an avid sports fan and much of his spare time 
is spent playing baseball. 

Gary has two children: 
Tannis, was born in June, 1968 and attended school in 

Rosser and Grosse Isle. She resides and works in Winnipeg. 
Travis, was born in November, 1972. He also attended 

school locally and is now attending the University of Manitoba. 

TED AND JOY SIMONSON 

In June, 1973 Ted and Joy Simonson purchased the Jack Jacklin 
farm in 16-12-2W. They moved to this farm with their family of 
Donald, Curtis and Ingrid. Norma, their oldest daughter, moved to 
the farm with infant children Sherri-Lynn and Donnie in 1977. 

Joy. Norma. DOllald alld Ted Simollsoll 
Curtis alld Iligrid 

Ted was born on March 6, 1921 in Winnipeg, the son of Marta and 
Nils Bingtsson, lived in the Woodlands area for most of his school 
days. He attended grades 9 and 10 at Elm Creek and completed his 
schooling at Woodlands. He began employment with the Highways 
Branch of the Manitoba Department of Public Works in October, 
1951 as a chainman on a land survey party and retired on October 31, 
1991 as Director of Land Surveys for the Manitoba Department of 
Highways and Transportation. 

Joy, the daughter of Emily and Percival Rattliffe, was born on 
March 28, 1936 in Winnipeg, lived at Elm Creek in her very young 
years but moved to and attended schools in Winnipeg. After working 
for the Manitoba Power Commission in the early 1950's, Joy was 
engaged full-time as a mother and domestic engineer in the home. 
Recently she was employed as a salesperson at a uniform shop in 
Winnipeg. 

Norma, the elder daughter, presently resides at Sidney, Mani
toba with son Donnie and Rick Goodman. Sherri-Lynn is attending 
school in Winnipeg. 
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Donald, the elder son, resides in Winnipeg with wife Carol and 
children Allan and Jennifer and works as a truck driver for Kindersley 
Transport Ltd. 

Carol (holdillg Stacic). JClllla. Alall alld DOllald Simollsoll 

Curtis, employed at Portage La Prairie Hospital as a computer 
analyst, lives on NE 28-l2-2W with wife Janine and sons Matthew 
and Jason. 

Jallillc Curtis. Matthel\' alld Jasoll Simollsoll (fi"(Jllt) 

Ingrid and husband Terry Sokolosky live in Portage La Prairie 
with children Heather, Gordie and Brittany. 

SIMPSON 

Madame Mary Simpson, widow of George Simpson from Cork, 
Ireland, came to settle near the Grosse Isle ridge in 1889. She made 
her home, with four sons and one daughter, on SE 30-12-1 E. It 

Madame Mary Simpsoll 
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became known as Oakfield. 
The family belonged to The 
Society of Friends. a religious 
group in Ireland, and were 
highly respected settlers of 
Grosse Isle. "Madam" was al
ways elegantly attired in black 
silk gowns. She brought young 
ladies from Ireland to help at 
Oakfield. 

Robert, the oldest son, and 
Lillian Jane Stockwood 
Payne. one of the young 
ladies brought here by 
"Madam", were married at St. 

Michael's Church on August 16, 1899. He was active in the 
formation of St. Michael's Parish, was also a councillor in Ward 
Two of the RM of Rosser from 1893 to 1896, Reeve from 1897 to 
1899 and councillor again from 1910 to 1913. 

Robert purchased Captain Dudley Smith's farm on NW 30-12-
I E and the S 1/2 of 31-12-1 E in 1897 and farmed there until selling 
to Mr. Walter Miller in 1912. The family consisted of six children: 
Lillian, born 1900; Kathleen, born 1902; Robert, born 1903; Thomas, 
born 1904; George, born 1908; and Harold, born 1910. They moved 

I. R. SimpsolI, 2. Bcrtie SimpsolI, 3. J. Simpsoll (1898-99taKclI at R. SimpsolI's) 

to Winnipeg after many productive and happy years in Grosse Isle. 
Robert Senior passed away suddenly in November, 1914 and is 
buried at St. John's Cemetery in Winnipeg. 

Ethelbert (Bertie) Lecky Simpson and Alice Lucy Linnett were 
united in marriage on October 1, 1904 at St. Michael's Church. A 
daughter, Dorothy, was born on November 21, 1907 and baptized at 
St. Michael's by Reverend Alfred E. Cowley. 

Bertie purchased NE 19-12-1 E where he built a lovely large 
residence and named it "The Gables". This property was sold in 
1915 to Michael Kelly, a member of Kelly Bros. Contracting of 
Winnipeg. Ber!ie moved to British Columbia and passed away in a 
Vancouver hospital on May 11, 1925. 

William John Leopold was 40 years of age at the time of his 
accidental death on October 3, 1907. He is laid to rest at St. 
Michael's Cemetery. 

Mrs. Simpson's only daughter married one of the Evans brothers 
who lived on NE 23-12-1 W. They had family of two children. After 
her husband's death Mrs. Evans and the children lived on her brother 
Bertie's farm, later moving to British Columbia. 

Joseph married an old country girl and continued farming at 
Oakfield until 1916 when he sold to Kelly's. They moved to 
Winnipeg and later to British Columbia. 

HELEN AND HARRY SIMS 

My parents, Mr. and Mrs. W.H. Murphy, came to a farm in the 
Grosse Isle district in 1920. They raised a family of ten children of 
which I was the sixth. The farm is still in the Murphy hands, as 
George, my brother, took over the running of the farm when my 
parents retired. George and his son, Bill, farm it together. 

I received my education at the Grosse Isle Consolidated School 
and remained at home with my parents until my marriage in 1939 to 



Harry Sims of Stonewall. World War II had broken out and, in 
August of 1939, Harry joined up with the Queen's Own Cameron 
Highlanders, 2nd Division. They were shipped overseas in the fall 
of 1940 and returned five years later. Three months after he left our 
daughter, Harriett Elaine, was born so it was really something when 
he saw her for the first time. Harry remained in the service for two 
more years. Work was hard to get and we moved several times. Our 
son, Reginald, was born in 1949 at Sioux Lookout, Ontario. 

In a few years, we moved back to Winnipeg and bought a home 
in St. James on Roseberry Street where we lived and raised our 
family for 25 years. 

Elaine went to school at St. James Collegiate. In 1962 she 
married Donald Brown of St. Vital. Donald is an engineer and 
graduate of the University of Manitoba. They have two children, 
Jeffrey and Kimberley. Elaine passed away when the children were 
in their teens in 1983. 

Jeffrey went to Red River College and now is in partnership in a 
business in Kenora, Ontario. Kimberley is living in British Colum
bia going to the University of British Columbia. 

Reginald went to BritanniaSchool in St. James, then to St. James 
Collegiate and to the University of Manitoba taking Agriculture. He 
is working for Agriculture Canada as their photographer. In 1979 
Reginald married Jayne Robertson, a St. James girl. They live in St. 
James and have two lovely daughters: Kelly, age 10, and Lyndsey, 
age 4. 

During the last year at our home on Roseberry, Harry was ill, and 
had many operations. He passed away in 1979. A year later I sold the 
house and moved to an apartment in Winnipeg where I still reside. 

- Helen Murphy Sims 

SLAGERMAN FAMILY 

David and Edith (Shipley) 
David was born in Ontario in 1872. While still a young boy, he 

moved to Neche, North Dakota with his family. 
On January 1, 1901 David married Edith Shipley of Winnipeg. 

Edith was born in England on May 31, 1881, coming to Canada at 
the age of one year. David and Edith lived in Neche, North Dakota 
until 1903, when they purchased SE and NE 17-12-1 E in the RM of 
Rosser. 

David served as a school trustee for several years and as a 
councillor for Rosser Municipality. He died on October 26, 1945. 
Edith stayed on the farm with her son, Harry, until 1951 then moved 
into Rosser Village, the house was purchased from Lloyd Green. 
Apparently, it had been used as a bank at one time for it had bars on 
the basement windows. It was situated in front of the Rosser 
Elevator. This house burned down. Janet and Dave Hagen live on the 
site where it was located. 

Edith was a member of Rosser Women's Institute. While living 
in Rosser she looked forward to having her grandchildren come for 
lunch on school days. She lived in Rosser until a short time before 
her death on August 22, 1966. 

David and Edith had six children: Raymond, Eleanor, Lloyd, 
Effie, Harry and Edith. Lloyd died at the age of34 on June 14, 1937. 

Ray and Gladys (McKean) 
Ray was born on October 17, 1905. He married Gladys McKean 

of Winnipeg. Gladys had worked at Eaton's before her marriage. 
Ray farmed in the Rosser district until 1966. They built a new home 
in 1950 which was located across from the original home of his 
parents. They enjoyed having their nephews Larry, Dale, Gordon 
and Murray live across the road from them. 

Ray was caretaker and ice-maker at the Pembina Curling Club for 
a few years and Gladys looked after the lunch counter. They also did 
the same work in Grafton, North Dakota. Ray enjoyed curling and 
was often on the executive of the original Rosser Curling Club. 

Ray and Gladys moved to Langley, British Columbia where he 
built and operated Westfield Mobile Home Court until his retire
ment. They moved into Fernridge Mobile Park and enjoyed travel
ling in their motor home across Canada and the United States for a 
few years before poor health forced Ray to stay home. He died of 
cancer on October 26, 1977. 

Glad is still living in Langley and continues to have interest in her 
nephews, coming back to visit at Rosser. Gladys belongs to Lady 
Lions and Hospital Auxiliary and the club in Fernridge Park. 

Harry and Evelyn (Peterson) 
Harry Allen was born on the family farm on April 28, 1921. Harry 

was the youngest son of David and Edith Slagerman. He attended 
Rosser Village School and then began farming. Harry and his 
brother, Ray, farmed together until Ray and his wife, Gladys, moved 
to British Columbia in 1966. 

Harry often worked in the winters. He spent several winters 
working for Argus Farm Equipment on Oak Point Road, ran a snow 
plow for the RM of Rosser for a few years and also worked for Co
op Implements in Transcona. Harry was actively involved in the 
planning and building of the Rosser Curling Club and was an avid 
curler over the years. He also served on numerous committees and 
made ice for a few years, both in Rosser and helping Ray at the 
Pembina Curling Club in Winnipeg. Harry also designed a "scribe" 
to cut circles for curling ice and built and sold them to many different 
clubs across Canada. 

Harry was quite inventive and always enjoyed designing and 
building various projects. He and Ray spent many hours building a 
snow plane, using an airplane motor and propeller for propulsion. 
Harry also built a cab for his combine, a dozer for his tractor and 
many other items. 

Harry served on the Manitoba Pool Elevator council for awhile. 
He fixed many furnaces for friends and neighbours over the years 
and was always willing to help out at any time for anyone in the 
community. 

E\'elyn and Harry Slagerll1an 

On November 3, 1951 Harry married Evelyn May Peterson, 
daughter of Sten and Kay Peterson, formerly of Gordon and later 
from Winnipeg. Harry and Evelyn lived on the family farm in the 
house which was built in 1929. Harry expanded the farm by 
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purchasing additional land over the years including part of Harve 
Wedge's farm on 9-12-IE. 

Evelyn was born August 7, 1932 and lived on the farm in Gordon 
until 1941 when the family moved to Winnipeg. Evelyn attended 
school at East Rosser for three years and then went to various 
Winnipeg schools and spent high school years at St. Mary's Acad
emy. Evelyn took a one-year business course at Success Business 
College and worked for a year as a stenographer at Equitable 
Insurance & Trust Company before marrying Harry. The next 19 
years were spent as a happy wife, mother and homemaker. 

In 1970, Evelyn began working at Sears in Garden City. She 
worked full time as manager of the coats and dress department until 
December, 1972 and then began to work part-time in childrens wear 
where she continues to work for a day or two a week. 

Evelyn curled with the ladies for several years at Rosser and had 
many good times attending bonspiels. 

Harry and Evelyn had four sons: Larry Wayne, Dale Edwin, 
Gordon Lloyd and Murray Grant. Family life was always very 
important to Harry and Evelyn and they spent a lot of time with their 
four sons. 

Harry died on October II, 1981 while he and sons Larry, Gordon 
and Murray were shingling the old granary that Harry had moved 
earlier that summer. 

- Evelyn Siagerman 

Larry and Donna (Richards) 
The not-so-mechanically-inclined son of Harry and Evelyn 

Siagerman, born on February 18, 1954, graduated from Red River 
Community College with a diploma in Business Administration and 
later earned an accounting designation, CGA. I worked at McLeod's, 
travelling to different stores, as well I spent five years at The Pas. I 
am presently working as a northern community auditor employed by 
the provincial government in Thompson, Manitoba. 

My wife, Donna Lynn Richards, was the first person I met in 
Thompson as she is the receptionist in our department, the Depart
ment of Northern Affairs. 

We have one son, Scott Robert, born June 24, 1990, who is a very 
healthy, energetic boy with a mischievous sense of humour who 
likes lots of attention. 

I farm part-time in Rosser. Still a country boy at heart, it is a good 
excuse to see family, friends and get some fresh air. 

My father once told me, with a sparkle in his eye, "If you work 
as hard as you do at figuring, you'll do all right." Life on the farm, 
for my brothers and me, was very pleasurable. As Dad grain-farmed, 
only seeding and harvest were really busy times. Our parents had a 
very good marriage which meant good times for all. My best 
memories are of time spent outdoors on the farm, sports, reading in 
the veranda and of large family dinners. 

- Larry Siagerman 

Dale and Paulette (Lamontagne) 
On November 1, 1975, Dale Siagerman married Paulette 

Lamontagne. When first married they lived at the farm of Earl and 
Edie Minaker. The following spring they bought a mobile home and 
moved it to the Harry Siagerman farm yard. 

In April, 1979 their first son, Raymond, was born. In December 
of the same year Dale was promoted to shop manager for Kingsway 
Transport and, as a result, was transferred to Calgary. They moved 
their mobil~ home there and took up residence in a trailer court. 

In the fall of 1980 a second son, Ryan, was born. Shortly after they 
s019 their mobile home and bought a house, still in the southeast part 
of Calgary. After Dale's father passed away, they purchased the 
Attrbe fatm. In the spring of 1982 they moved back from Calgary 
and during this time a third child was born - finally a girl, Jennifer, 
in the Slagerman family. 
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To this date they farm approximately 460 acres and also rent land. 
Paulette is currently employed at the Winnipeg Livestock Yards. 
Dale is at home on the farm where he operates a repair shop called 
Stoney Ridge Farm & Auto Supply. 

Raymond is in Grade 7, Ryan is in Grade 6 and Jennifer is in 
Grade 3. All three children are in the Rosser Junior Curling League 
which both Dale and Paulette are helping as coaches. Other interests 
are snowmobiles in the winter and boating and water skiing and 
horses in the summer. 

Gordon Slager man 
Gordon was born the third son of Harry and Evelyn on January 

9,1960. Gord grew up on the family farm and enjoyed helping his 
dad and learning from him to build things and repair farm equipment 
and vehicles. His mother also taught him to cook and clean but these 
skills appear to have declined with time. 

He soon decided that designing and building things was more fun 
than repairing or cleaning them, so Gord entered into mechanical 
engineering at the University of Manitoba and received a B.Sc. ME 
(with distinction) in 1982. Gord received numerous scholarships 
while working on his undergraduate degree, including one from 
General Motors that allowed him the opportunity to work in GM's 
Oshawa engineering office for a summer. Other summer jobs 
included surveying and working in the Alberta oil patch. 

Although Gord had originally planned a career in the oil industry 
after graduation, he decided to stay nearer to home so he could help 
his mom with the farm after the death of his father in 1981. With the 
assistance of a scholarship from the National Sciences and Engi
neering Research Council, Gord returned to university in the fall of 
1983 and studied towards a Master's Degree, specializing in com
puter-aided design. 

Gordon married Judy Slivinski from Dugald, Manitoba on Feb
ruary II, 1984 while still attending the University of Manitoba. In 
the fall of 1984 Judy entered the University of Manitoba's law 
school and graduated with an LLB in 1987. She articled for law firms 
in Winnipeg and Selkirk and received her call to the bar in 1988. 
Judy worked as a lawyer in Selkirk, then as assistant director of the 
Manitoba Corporations Branch, and is currently a Hearing Officer 
for the Manitoba Department of Justice. Gord began working for 
Otto Bock Orthopaedic in Winnipeg in November, 1984 designing 
medical devices such as an artificial knee joint and orthotic seating 
systems for the disabled. Gord continued to fann and completed his 
M.Sc. while ~orking at Otto Bock. He was promoted to Engineering 
Manager and then to Assistant General Manager before leaving to 
start his own company, Siagerman Engineering Ltd., in 1989. 

Gord and Judy moved back to Rosser from Winnipeg in 1987 
when they started a new yard on their farm. They planted about 2,000 
little trees which eventually are supposed to turn into a shelter belt 
but are serving, currently, as a smorgasbord for the local rabbit 
population. Gord and Judy separated in 1991. 

Gord is currently working to set up a production facility to 
manufacture some medical-related products developed by his com
pany as well as continuing to farm. 

Murray and Emma (Shields) 
I was born October 31, 1964, the youngest son of Harry and 

Evelyn. I had the pleasure of having three older brothers to take care 
of me and play with until I became old enough to work, at which 
point anyone of the family had an idea as to what I could be doing 
with my time. 

A happy childhood on our farm in Rosser brings memories of my 
family and friends that will never escape me. Life's lessons, both at 
work and play in the country, have instilled a work ethic that has led 
to modest success so far. 



Larry. Donna. E\·elyn. Gord. MlIrray. Emma 
Dale. Palliette. Ryan. 
(timlt) Scott. Jenni/er. Raymond 

Upon graduation from Warren Collegiate in 1982, I went on to 
obtain a B.Sc. in Mechanical Engineering from the University of 
Manitoba in 1986. These were busy days, splitting my time between 
school, a summer job with the weed control department for the City 
of Winnipeg and continuing farming with my brothers. 

The fun of university days ended when I went into the working 
world as a mechanical engineer with Otto Bock Orthopaedic in 
Winnipeg, where I spent five years in the manufacture and develop
ment of specialized orthopaedic seating products for the moderately 
to severely disabled. 

In the fall of 1990 I met Emma Linda Shields of Winnipeg and 
found out very quickly how true love can quickly change your 
opinion on getting maITied. Emma was born near Glasgow, Scotland 
in 1965 and moved to Canada in 1969 and to Winnipeg in 1973. She 
graduated from Fort Richmond Collegiate in 1983. After many 
years of managing stores for the Den for Men in both Winnipeg and 
Vancouver, she was working as a retail buyer for StyleRite Depart
ment Stores when we were engaged. 

We were married on March 21, 1992 and started our new life 
together in a very new way. We quickly packed our things; I sold my 
house in Winnipeg, which I had bought and completely renovated 
over the previous two years, in order to make our move to Fresno, 
California, for my new position as Project Engineer for Sunrise 
Medical/Quichie Designs, a premier wheelchair manufacturer. 

I have enjoyed my life in Rosser very much. The faITI1 on which 
I worked all my life may very well call Emma and me back from the 
California sun, but it is an experience we hope to enjoy regardless of 
how long we stay. 

SMITH 

This is a short history of William Homer Smith who passed away 
in 1943 at the age of89 years and was buried in Brookside Cemetery 
with Reverend G.A. Woodside presiding. 

Homer Smith was born in Trafalgar township, Ontario in 1854. 
He maITied Hannah Pearce in 1877 and came west to Dominion City 
in 1879. He worked for the CPR when the line was first constructed 
east of Kenora. 

In 1882 Mr. Smith homesteaded near Moosomin. When his 
wheat crop was frozen out for three consecutive years, he returned 
to Winnipeg and bought land a short distance west of Logan Avenue. 

In 1896 he bought a farm. E 1/2 24 22 I E, in the RM of Rosser 
southwest of Bergen. He fanned there until 1919 when he moved to 
Olive Street in Winnipeg. The first parcel of Section 24, 120 acres. 
was purchased in 1896 for $8.00 per acre. By 1905 he had purchased 
a total of 320 acres and his taxes for that year were $49.44. 

The Smiths had three sons: 
William Havelock, 1881-1971. met May McCharies who taught 

at Gerrie School and married her in 1906. They farmed at Creelman. 
Saskatchewan for many years. They had eight sons and one daugh
ter. William and May Smith are buried at Creelman. 

Wilson Harvey was born in 1885 and died the following year. 
Clarkson Freeman, 1889-1979. worked with his father on the 

farm. As a boy, he lit the stove to heat Gerrie School during winters. 
In the early spring, 1919, the original Smith farmhouse burned 
down. Clarkson built a large new house and. on July 9. 1919. married 
Ada Spearman who had taught at Gerrie School. The Homer Smiths 
moved to St. James and Clarkson took over the farm. They had two 
children while they lived on Section 24. They are: Kathleen Muriel 
(Cook), born 1920. of Winnipeg: Douglas Spearman Smith, born 
1921. of Calgary. Two more sons. Gordon Clarkson and David 
Lome, both of Winnipeg, were born later. The 1922 cyclone 
severely damaged the new house and the large L-shaped horse barn. 
The Clarkson Smiths left Section 24 in 1923. Clarkson eventually 
became a First Class Heating Engineer and served at # 12 Airport. 
RCAF, Brandon during World War II. After the war. he and Ada 
farmed in Assiniboia Municipality for 3D years. They are buried in 
Brookside Cemetery. 

The Homer Smiths also had six daughters: 
Bertha, 1878-1972, married George Ranson of the Rosser area. 

They farmed at Tyvan. Saskatchewan for many years where they 
had four sons and one daughter. The Ransons are buried at Regina. 

!-Iomer Smith Family 1905 
Back Roll': Em. 1-/lIl'erlock. Homer. Clarkson. Ethel 
Front Roll': Blanche. Ella. Faye. !-Iannah. Bertha 

Emma Blanche, 1883-1976, married Norman D. Graham of the 
Rosser area on January I, 1908. They farmed 30 11 2E, part of which 
is still owned by the Graham family. They had two sons: Percy B., 
born 1910, of Winnipeg and Arnold Roy, born 1918, also of 
Winnipeg. Blanche and Norman are buried in Brookside Cemetery. 

Ella, 1886-1967, moved to Houston, Texas in 1916 where she 
worked for many years as a secretary. She is buried at San Antonio. 
Texas. 

Eva Clara, 1892-1969, married Louis Moore in 1916. They 
owned and operated a general store at Balmoral. They had four sons 
and one daughter. In 1928 they moved to San Antonio, Texas where 
they are buried. 
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Ethel, 1894-1988, married Rev. James E. Charles from Wales. 
They lived in various US cities where Rev. Charles served and they 
are buried in Brookside Cemetery. 

Faye, 1896-1967, was born on Section 24 and worked for many 
years as a secretary in Winnipeg. She and her husband, Rev. John F. 
Palmer, are buried in Brookside Cemetery. 

With this large family, Homer operated a grain and dairy farm. He 
showed and won prizes for purebred Holstein cows at the Winnipeg 
Exhibition and is in a photograph of directors of the Winnipeg 
Industrial Exhibition in 1914. When the Clarkson Smiths went to 
Brandon in 1923, Homer resumed management of Section 24 and 
continued ownership until 1935 when V. Israel purchased the land. 

Of22 grandchildren, 14 served in the Armed Forces. Ten of those 
served in the Canadian services and four in the American. At the 
time of his death there were also nine great-grandchildren. 

SOKOLOWSKI 

Alexander and Taciana (Kozink) 
Alex was born July, 1878 at Wasylkowce, Austria and emigrated 

to Canada in May, 1905. He worked as a section hand for the CPR 
at Sidney, then in 1911 was promoted to section foreman. Taciana 
Kozink was born in January, 1894. Alex and Taciana were married 
in April, 1913 and moved to Rosser in 1927 where they remained 
until 1943. They raised four sons: John, William, Steven and Walter. 

On retirement in 1943 they moved to Arlington Street in Winni
peg, residing there until their demise: Alex on June 18, 1958 and 
Taciana on January 20, 1986. 

John was born in 1915, receiving his early schooling in Sidney 
to 1927. He completed his education at Rosser and Manitoba 
Commercial College in Winnipeg. He married Isabel Semeniuk in 
November, 1939. They have two sons, three daughters and seven 
grandchildren. John was employed by a Winnipeg Brewery from 
1945 to 1977, when he retired. 

William (Bill) was born in December, 1917 and lived in Sidney 
until moving to Rosser in 1927. He completed his schooling at 
Rosser and attended Manitoba Commercial College in 1935. He was 
the Assistant Secretary-Treasurer of the RM of Rosser from 1936 to 
1941. He enlisted in RCAF in September, 1941 as a Radar Techni
cian and served in England and Egypt. He was discharged with the 
rank of Sergeant in September, 1945. 

In February, 1946 he was appointed Secretary-Treasurer of the 
RM ofSt. Clements, East Selkirk, a position he held until November, 
1982 when he retired. 

Bill married Jean Lyzun, a teacher, in September, 1951. They 
have two children, Janine and Eric. Janine married Don Beckner and 
they reside in Victoria, British Columbia with their two children. 
Eric resides in Winnipeg. 

Steve was born in May, 1920 in Sidney. He moved to Rosser with 
his family in 1927. He was educated at Rosser School to Grade II 
in 1936. He attended the University of Manitoba and graduated with 
a Bachelors degree in Electrical Engineering in 1941. 

Steve served with the Royal Canadian Signal Corps from Octo
ber, 1941 to December, 1945. He joined the Bell Telephone Com
pany of Canada Engineering Department in December, 1945 in 
Toronto. He transferred to Montreal in 1953 and to Ottawa in 1966, 
where he retired in 1981. 

He married Iris Jeffrey of Winnipeg on June 2, 1942. They have 
two daughters: Gail Wood of Winston-Salem, North Carolina, and 
Dawn MacDonald of Ottawa. Gail has two sons and Dawn has one 
daughter. 

Walter was born in 1933 and lived in Rosser, attending school 
there until 1943. He completed his education in Winnipeg. He 
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married Vicki Olynyk, a registered nurse, in 1956. They have two 
daughters and one son, also two grandchildren. Walter graduated as 
a Certified Chartered Accountant in 1958. He is treasurer of Mani
toba Pool Elevators, and has worked for them since 1963. 

- William Sokolowski 

THE SPURR FAMILY 

Ewart, Pat and Glenn came to Rosser in 1953. Maureen was born 
in 1954. Ewart worked at the CPR station until it closed in 1965 then 
worked as an operator in the CPR yard office in Winnipeg. He retired 
in 1985 after 43 years of service. 

Pat was active in the Rosser United Church Women, the choir and 
as a 4-H leader for 14 years until her death in 1970. 

Dallicl alld D(II'id Spllrr 

Glenn completed high school at Warren, then worked for Sellens 
Construction for some time. He moved to Oak Bank were he married 
Barbara Rivers in 1976. They have two sons: Daniel, born in 1980, 
and David, born in 1983. They are all very active in sports. Glenn 
now teaches carpentry at Red River Community College. 

Maureen went to work at CIBC after high school. She married 
Larry Sellen in 1975. Maureen now works in the Municipal Office 
at Oak Bank where they reside. Maureen has a busy life in sports. 
They have two children: Breanne Patricia, born in 1983, and Reid, 
born in 1986. Breanne is taking figure skating and Reid is in his first 
year of hockey. 

Ewart left Rosser in 1974 when he married Doris (Sheldon) 
Moore. They now live nine miles north of Rosser on PR 322. 

Brcallllc ScI/eli Reid Christopher ScI/eli 



STEEVES FAMILY 

Emerson and Annie (Beachell) 
Emerson Ira Steeves, born in Hillsborough, Albert County, New 

Brunswick, came west on a land seekers excursion to western 
Canada in 190 I. He became discouraged upon seeing snow on the 
stooks near Edmonton, so he returned to Manitoba and settled on 
land just east of Rosser. He purchased the farm, with buildings, from 
Mr. Stuart. Neighbours at that time were the Smith and Bewell 
families. 

The bam was demolished by a cyclone in 1922. The new 
replacement, built by W.W. Cross in 1923, stood until 1979 when it 
was destroyed by fire. The original house still stands but is not lived 
in due to its condition. 

Wild geese were quite prevalent in the area and pairs would nest 
in the sloughs which have pretty much disappeared in the district due 
to extensive drainage and the higher degree of developed land. 

Emerson married Annie Beachell. She was a Yorkshire lassie 
who had come to Rosser with herfamily in 1889. They raised two 
children, Henry Edward and Frances Elizabeth. 

Annie passed away in 1926 and Emerson lived until 1950. 

Henry Edward and Stella (Gingrich) 
Henry born in 1904 an only son, lived on the home farm all his 

life. In his youth he became interested in club work. This interest was 
aided with the help of the Department of Agriculture's extension 
worker, Jim Kiteley. Jim and Henry became lifelong friends. Henry 
was good with animals of any type but excelled in hog production. 
Henry - a quiet, unassuming person - also attended church regularly 
and supported it faithfully over the years. He was involved in many 
community activities and remained on the home farm after his 
father's retirement. 

Henry and Stella Gingrich were married in 1948. Stella was born 
and raised in Guernsey, Saskatchewan. She had come to Manitoba 
to pursue a career in nursing and, through an introduction by Kay 
Beachell, Henry and Stella became acquainted. 

Their four children in order of birth were Ernest, Hazen, Frances 
Ann and George. 

Ernest Ira and wife Crystelle live at Rosser and operate the 
original home farm. They have three children: Sean, Christy, and 
Jennifer. Sean has finished high school and now lives and works in 
Woodlands. The girls, Christy and Jennifer, attend Warren Colle
giate. 

Henry Hazen lives in Winnipeg and is presently working as a 
real estate salesperson. 

Frances Ann lives in Selkirk, Manitoba. She is employed by 
Deer Lodge Hospital. She has three boys: Michael, Jason and 
Clayton. Michael and Jason both live in Regina and work as 
boilermakers. Clayton attends Grade Nine in Selkirk. 

George Harley and Lynn live in Winnipeg. George is employed 
as a boilermaker. 

Frances Elizabeth Steeves 
Frances, born in 1909, lived in Rosser most of her life. Like her 

brother, Henry, Frances took part in the Boy's and Girl's Club work 
during her youth. She attended church regularly and was a member 
of the Rosser United Church. Frances entered the Winnipeg General 
Hospital School of Nursing in 1928. In later years, this training 
proved very beneficial as she cared for her father until his passing. 

Frances - a very kind and gentle person - loved animals, playing 
cards and other games and especially enjoyed the company of 
children. She was a natural as children immediately recognized her 
as a nice person. Frances was also an avid gardener and her years 
spent in Beachell households, attending to Emily and Percy and then 

later with Vera, gave her the added opportunity to indulge this 
interest extensively. Frances passed away in 1986. 

- Updatedfi'om Rosser Ripples hy Ernie Steeves 

STEWART 

Alexander and Mary (Code) - reprinted/i'olJl Rosser Ripples 
Alexander Stewart was born at Puslinch, Wellington County, 

Ontario in 1858. He came to the prairies in 1881 and settled at 
Springbrook near Fort Qu' Appelle when Saskatchewan was still 
part of the North West Territories. There he married Mary Elizabeth 
Code on October IS, 1885. Mary was born in 1858 at Smith Falls, 
Lanark County, Ontario and went west with her brother and sisters. 

In 1894 the family moved to Manitoba, lived in St. Charles for 
three years, then settled at Lilyfield on the former Haverty farm, NE 
8-12-2E, presently owned by Mr. Neil Smith. Their first house was 
just southeast of the Smiths' buildings. Later they built a house and 
planted trees on SW 17 -12-2E. Their permanent home was built in 
1918 on this section. This was a two and a half storey modem house 
with plumbing and was wired for power to make housework easier 
for Mrs. Stewart. 

For many years the Stewarts had a small store in their farm yard. 
The building was purchased from Vickers and Herdman who had 
bought it from Mrs. Saul (Foulds). The Foulds were early Lilyfield 
pioneers. 

Alex and Mary Stewart participated in all community activities. 
They were founding members of the Lilyfield Presbyterian Church. 
Alex served on the church board and on the Lilyfield School Board. 
For several years he was a constable in the district. He was a member 
of the organizing committee which planned the construction of the 
Lilyfield Hall in 1910. It was in the newly-built hall that Mary and 
Alex celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary on October 14, 
1910. 

Back Roll': Robert Alexander. Walter Allan. William .Iall/es . .Iohn Edward 
Front Roll': /lnknoll'n. Charles Clifford. Man' Stewart. Donald Stanley. Alexander 
Stewart 

The Alex Stewarts had six sons. Four were born in Fort 
Qu'Appelle: John in 1887, Robert in 1889, William in 1891 and 
Walter in 1893. Donald was born in 1895 after the family moved to 
St. Charles and Charles was born at LilyfieJd in 1897. All the boys 
attended the Lilyfield School and established farms and homes in the 
Lilyfield-Rockwood area. The six sons are all deceased. 
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Alex Stewart died at his residence on October 29, 1924. Mary 
Stewart passed away at home on November 11, 1926. Both are 
buried at Lilyfield cemetery. 

John Edward and Jessie (Comrie) 
- reprintedfi'o/71 Rosser Ripples 

John Stewart, better known as Jack, was born at Fort Qu' Appelle, 
Saskatchewan, November29, 1887. He came to the Lilyfield district 
with his parents Alexander and Mary Stewart in 1897. 

Jack purchased N 1/2 31-12-2E in 1908 from a Stonewall 
druggist, Mr. Leonard. He bought the SW 240 acres from T. Jackson 
and son in 1918. and the remaining 80 acres from Mr. George Laing, 
Sr., in 1926. 

Jessie Margaret Comrie and John Stewart were married on July 
7, 1915. Their marriage was the first to take place in the Lilyfield 
Presbyterian Church, now the Lilyfield United Church. 

Jessie Comrie was born at Beachburg, Ontario in December 
1886. She came with her parents, James and Elizabeth Comrie, to 
Lilyfield in 1892. Jessie obtained her Teacher's Certificate from the 
Winnipeg NOimal School and taught at Shellmouth, Stony Moun
tain and Lilyfield Schools before her marriage. 

The Stewarts made their home in a small cottage on their fann 
until 1922 when they built a large stone house. The stone for the new 
home was hauled by horses and sleighs from the Stony Mountain 
quarries during the winter of 1921. 

Jack and Jessie had a family of three daughters: Muriel, born in 
1916; Laura, born in 1919; and Joyce in 1927. The girls attended the 
Phipps School which was on the southeast corner of 31-12-2E, then 
went to Stonewall and Winnipeg for high school, college and 
university. Muriel is Mrs. Robert Cowan of Waterloo, Ontario. The 
Cowans have three sons. Joyce is Mrs. R. Reirerson of Edmonton, 
Alberta. Joyce and Ray have four children, two daughters and two 
sons. Laura is Mrs. Len Shebeskie of Winnipeg. There are four 
daughters in Len and Laura's family. 

Jessie and Jack Stewart took a keen interest in all community 
activities. They were active members ofthe Red Cross, Lilyfield and 
Stonewall United churches and the Order of the Eastern Star. Jack 
gave his time freely to many organization. He was a Rosser Munici
pal Councillor for over 20 years, a member of the Manitoba 
Trustees' Association, Manitoba Good Roads Association, a life 
member of the Stonewall Masonic Lodge AF and AM, Past Patron 
of the Aurora Chapter Order of the Eastern Star and Worthy Grand 
Patron of the Manitoba Grand Chapter of the OES. 

The stone house was home until 1961 when Jack Stewart died at 
the age of73. Jessie Stewart passed away in 1963 at 76 years of age. 
31-12-2E is now owned and operated by a nephew, Charles M. 
Stewart. 

Robert Alexander and Jean Read (Phipps) 
- reprintedfi'o/71 Rosser Ripples 

Robert Alexander Stewart was born December 24, 1889 in 
Qu' Appelle, Saskatchewan, the second son of Alexander and Mary 
Stewart. He moved with his family to St. Charles in 1894 and then 
to Lilyfield in 1897 where he attended school in the first Lilyfield 
School. 

In 1917 he married Jean Reid Phipps and in the same year bought 
the NW 19-12-2E from Thomas Jackson and Sons who were coal 
and wood dealers in Winnipeg. During the winter many sleigh loads 
of gravel were hauled by horses from the Dodd's Pit, picking the 
frozen gravel and shovelling it on by hand, then often having to eat 
a frozen lunch. The gravel was dumped on the roads from the 
collapsible wagon after it had been measured by the man in charge. 

This farm was his home until his death on October 24, 1947. 
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Elizabeth Jean Stewart Stone was the eldest in the family and, 
after her schooling, graduated in 1932 as a nurse from the Dauphin 
Hospital. She was married in 1944 to Elmer Stone and spent her 
married life in Kenora. She died in 1954 and is survived by her 
husband and two sons, Robert John Stone and James Stewart Stone. 

Robert John and Margaret (Price) 
Robert John, the oldest son of Robert Alexander and Jean Reid 

(Phipps) Stewart, was born on May 24, 1922 on the home farm. He 
attended Phipps School No. 2004 for his primary and elementary 
grades one to eight. It was one and a half miles to school travelling 
by foot, on pony, sleigh and horse, or by car depending on the 
weather. After attending Stonewall Collegiate, John continued 
farming full time with his parents and brother, Charles. 

John married Margaret Price of Warren on November 16,1955. 
They built a home on NW 19-12-2E, land purchased in 1917 by his 
parents from Thomas Jackson and Sons. In the summer, they 
pastured their horses on this land when they used wagons to haul coal 
and wood for customers in Winnipeg. 

Margaret and John have four children: Shelley, Kelvin, Dawne 
and Pamela. The first three children attended Phipps School until its 
closure in the 1966-1967 school year with Pam starting school in 
Stonewall. All four continued and completed their elementary and 
high school education in Stonewall. 

Frolll Row: Jolin and Margaret Stewart 
Back Roll': Keh'il7 Stewart. Dall'ne GrenKolI'. Shelley McKliight. Paille/a Stewart 

Shelley Ann was born on April 4, 1957. She graduated from the 
University of Manitoba in 1979 with a Bachelor of Arts degree. 
Shelley married Leonard McKnight and they have two daughters 
and one son. Ashley Elizabeth was born on June 7, 1984; Victoria 
Lauren was born on November 25, 1986; and Reid Stewart was born 
on November IS, 1988. The McKnights have resided in Balmoral 
since their marriage on December 19, 1981. 

Kelvin John was born on April 27, 1959. He attended the 
University of Winnipeg specializing in geography and economics. 
He had cattle for a few years and now works full time as a grain 
fanner. Kelvin has been a volunteer fireman with the municipality 
since the RM of Rosser Fire Department began. He is active on the 
Manitoba Pool Board and enjoys curling, golfing and skiing. 

Dawne Margaret was born on August 29, 1960 and married 
Allan Grenkow on February 4, 1978. See Allan and Dawne Grenkow 
family history. 

Pamela Jean was born on June 21, 1963. Pam graduated from the 
University of Manitoba in 1986 with a Bachelor of Human Ecology. 
She moved to Toronto in 1986 and lived there for four years while 



/-r, hack row: Meghan Grenkow, John and Margaret Stewart, Keil'in and Joanne 
Stewart, Dawne and Allan Grenkow, Pam Stewart, Shelle\' and Leonard 
McKnight -
Font I'OIl': Ashley McKnight, Victoria McKnight, Reid McKnight, Lloyd Grenko\\' 

working in the fashion industry. Pam returned to Winnipeg and is 
presently working at term positions for the government. She enjoys 
travelling and porcelain painting in her spare time. 

John has been active in curling at Gordon and Rosser over the 
years and has enjoyed many bonspiels. He was elected to Rosser 
Council and served from 1971 to 1974. He was re-elected in 1980 
and is currently serving as councillor for Ward 4. He has taken his 
turn serving on the Airport Study Committee, South Interlake 
Regional Library, South Interlake Planning Board, Stonewall and 
District Hospital Board and the Weed Board. 

The family attends Lilyfield United Church. John serves on the 
Board of Stewards and Manse Committees and Margaret belongs to 
the United Church Women and Mount Lildon Women's Institute. 

John and Margaret are still actively farming today on NW 19-12-
2E in partnership with their son, Kelvin. They enjoy their five 
grandchildren and are interested in community activities. 

- Margaret Stewart 

Charles Matthew and June (Ridge) 
Charles Matthew Stewart, son of Robert Alexander and Jean 

Stewart, married June Ridge on July 7, 1954. There were three 
children from this union: Robert, Bruce and Heather. 

Robert Douglas was born September 21, 1955. He has two sons, 
Cameron and Ian. Both boys enjoy hockey and attend school in 
Stonewall. Robert is an owner/operator for TransX and farms the 
family farm. He recently married Marilyn Galbraith, They and the 
boys live in Stonewall. 

Charles Bruce was born April 24, 1957 and also farms. He 
resides on the site of the former Phipps School which was named 
after his great-grandfather, John W. Phipps. He has three sons: 
Craig, 15, Christopher, 13 and Jeffrey, II. They also attend school 
at Stonewall. 

Heather June was born August 28, 1959 and is a deli manager 
for Canada Safeway. Heather married Gerry Martin from Stonewall 
on July 6, 1991. Gerry works for Air Canada. Heather and Gerry 
make their home in Stonewall. 

Charlie and June belong to the Lilyfield Church where Charlie's 
grandparents - the Alexander Stewarts and the John Phippses, 
attended. Charlie's father, Robert Alexander Stewart, passed away 
in October, 1947. Jean Reid Stewart passed away on November 11, 
1975. 

Charlie and June's home is still "home" to their two nephews, 
Robert and James Stone. Robert, an engineer, resides in London, 
England and works in Saudi Arabia, Libya and Kuwait. James is 

Baek ROIl': Boh.Jllne, HeatiJer, Char/ie, Bruce, Craig Stell 'art 
From Roll': Call/emn, lan, Christopher and JetJi-er Stewart 

Director of Health in North Bay, Ontario. Robert and James are the 
sons of Elizabeth (Babs) Jean Stone, Charlie's older sister, who 
passed away at the age of 34 in May, 1954. Charlie's younger sister, 
Dorothy Price, drowned with her husband, Lloyd, in September, 
1956 at the age of 24. Charlie has a brother, John, see Robert John 
Stewart history. 

- Charlie Stewart 
William and Margaret (Beedy) 

William James Stewart was the third son born to Alexander and 
Mary Stewart in Qu' Appelle, Saskatchewan in 1891. He moved 
with his parents to Lilyfield in 1897 where he grew up attending 
Lilyfield school in his youth. In the spring of 1919 he left and bought 
the Ernie Gulland farm in the Municipality of Rockwood. In 1920 
he married Margaret Josephine Beedy. They had three children: 

Eileen married Hubert Flett of Selkirk. Their daughter, Diane, 
married Clifford Hnatiuk. They have two daughters, Tara-Lee and 
Stacey Dawn. They live in the Lockport area. Bert passed away 
November 5, 1972 and is buried in Little Britain. 

Youngest daughter Shirley, married Fraser Campbell, the only 
son of Bill and Isabel Campbell of Teulon. They have one son, 
Stewart. They reside in Teulon. 

Their only son, Beedy, married Marion Campbell of Teulon. 
Their story appears separately. 

Bill Stewart was a councillor on the Rockwood Municipal 
Council for 26 years representing Ward 2 and was a member of the 
Board of the Stonewall Hospital from its inception. He died sud
denly at his farm home on April 10, 1961. He is buried in Lilyfield. 
Margaret Stewart is now a resident of Rosewood Lodge in Stone
wall. 

Alexander Beedy and Marion (Campbell) 
Beedy, the only son of Bill and Margaret Stewart, was born 

January 6, 1926. He attended school at Phipps, Tecumseh and 
Stonewall. He married Marion Campbell, the second daughter of 
Bill and Isabel Campbell of Teulon, on November 14, 1952. They 
live on the home farm south of Stonewall. 

They have two daughters: Peggy is married to Doug Latta, son of 
Mrs. Mary Abrahams of Stonewall and the late Gene Latta of 
Balmoral. They have three children: Katherine, James and Ian. They 
live and raise hogs on SW 36-12-1 E in the RM of Rosser. 

Debbie is married to Don Gemmill, son of Dr. and Mrs. Donald 
Gemmill of Winnipeg. They have four children: Amanda, William, 
Bonnie and Michael. They live on the home farm and have a cow
calf operation. 

- A.B. Stewart 
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Waiter and Ethel (Morrison) 
Walter Allan Stewart was the fourth son of Alexander and Mary 

Stewart of Lily field. He was born at Fort Qu' Appelle, Saskatchewan 
on October 5, 1893. He moved with his family to Lilyfield in 1897 
and he attended Lilyfield School. In 1925 Walter built a house on his 
farm SE 25- 12-IE. On August 15, 1925 Walter married Ethel May 
Morrison, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. A.C. Morrison of Stonewall. 
They engaged in mixed farming. 

In 1945 they sold their farm to Dan Stewart and moved the family 
to Balmoral. They purchased SE 6- I 5-2E, Albert Mollard farm. 
Here the family fanned and shipped milk. The family was involved 
in many community activities and enjoyed the convenience of a 
school van service which they didn't have in the Phipps School 
district. The whole family enjoyed baseball, curling, and Walter 
always enjoyed a good game of horse shoes. 

Walter and Ethel celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary on 
August 15, 1950. 

Walter became ill and after a lengthy illness passed away at the 
Teulon Hospital on March 13, 1951 at the age of 57. Ethel remained 
on the farm with the help of the family until they left. When the last 
of the children married and moved away, Ethel retired to Stonewall 
where she lived until her death on October 9, 1971 at the age of 74 
years. Both Walter and Ethel are buried in the family plot in 
Stonewall Cemetery. 

Ethel alld Walter Stel1'art 

Their family consisted of two daughters and six sons: 
Doreen Margaret, born J ul y 15, 1926, married Robert Charles 

Appleyard, son of Robert and Amy Appleyard of Grassmere on 
September 22, 195 I . 

They have two sons and two daughters: Allan Charles married 
Kathrine Elisa Meyers, daughter of Ole and Florence Meyers of 
Balmoral on September 20, 1975. They have one son, Robert Cody. 
They reside in Balmoral. 

Glenn Alexander married Sharon Louise Noren, daughter of 
Laurie and Edna Noren of Stonewall on October 8, 1977. They have 
twin daughters, Cheryl Dawn and Lori Ann. They reside in Stone
wall. 

Linda Bernice married David Tyerman, son of Harvey and Betty 
Tyerman of Stonewall, on August 2, 1975. They have two daugh
ters, Kelly Ruth and Tricia Lynn. They reside in Balmoral. 

Lorna Jean married Dale Baker, son of Bill and Alice Baker of 
Stony Mountain, on September 13, 1980. They have two daughters, 
Roberta Jean and Patricia Michelle. They reside in Balmoral. 

Bob and Doreen are engaged in mixed farming with a cow-calf 
operation. 

Alexander Campbell, born July 13, 1927, married Joyce Eliza
beth Snell (McCulloch) on October 4, 1958. 

They have four children: 
Wendy Ann Snell married Kim Alfred Lillies, son of Harvey and 
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Muriel Lillies of Stonewall, on March 22, 1975. They have two 
children, Cindy Marie and Gordon. They reside in Balmoral. 

Richard Glenn Snell married Margaret Meyers, daughter of Ole 
and Florence Meyers of Balmoral, on October 24, 198 I. They have 
two children, Geoffrey and Krystle. They reside in Balmoral. 

James Lloyd married Lee Elliot, daughter of Harry and Bonnie 
Elliot of Stonewall, on June 13, 1987. They have one son, Daniel 
James. They reside in Stonewall. 

Lori Lynn man'ied Douglas McEwen, son of Mrs. Norn1a McEwen 
of Winnipeg, onJuly 11,1987. They have two sons, Donald Douglas 
and Eric Alexander. They reside in Winnipeg. 

Glenn Allan, born February 27, 1929, married Katharine Emily 
Good, daughter of John and Evelyn Good of Stonewall, on October 
8,1955. 

They have two sons and one daughter: Walter John married 
Donna Jean Last, daughter of Elbourne and Jean Last of Argyle, on 
December 30, 1978. They have two daughters, Morgan Laine and 
MacKenzie Nash. They reside in Argyle. 

Raymond Lloyd married Shelley Young, daughter of Don and 
Arlene Young of Stonewall, on June 10, 1989. They reside in 
Argyle. 

Patricia Eileen married Barry Lamm, son of Ed and Eleanor 
Lamm of Stonewall, on September 3, 1983. They reside in Stone
wall. 

Glenn passed away on April 18, 1988. Kitty moved to Stonewall 
and Raymond and Shelley have taken over the home quarter in 
Argyle. 

Murray Edwin, born May 5, 1931, married Ruby Ellen McFee, 
daughter of Carl and Pearl McFee of Grosse Isle, on November 21, 
1953. They have two daughters and five sons: 

Kenneth Murray married Myrna Dew on August 13, 1977. 
Myrna is the daughter of Cec and Ev Dew of Stonewall. They have 
one daughter, Keri Lee, and one son, Brett Murray. They reside in 
Stonewall. 

Heather Arlene married Laurie Deprez, son of Maurice and 
Germaine Deprez of Stony Mountain, on May 22, 1976. Laurie and 
Arlene reside in Stony Mountain and have two children, Derek 
Murray and Leah Rachelle. 

Beverly Anne married Eric Gordon Atkins, son of Gordon and 
Kay Atkins on November 4, 1978. They reside on the farm at La 
Riviere. Eric and Bev have two sons, Gregory Eric and Cory 
Stewart. 

Robert CaTI married Nancy Diane Young on June 28, 1980. 
Nancy is the second daughter of Jim and Doreen Young of Winni
peg. They have two daughters, Melissa Dawn and Angela Marie, 
and one son, Randy James. They reside in Manitou. 

Donald Lloyd married Linda Jo-Anne McGillvary, daughter of 
Lyle and Joyce McGillvary of Manitou, on September 28, 1985. 
They have three sons: Brian Jeffrey, Kevin Donald and Mark 
Ronald. They reside in Manitou. 

Ronald Keith, twin brother of Donald, married Roseanne Margaret 
Hink, daughter of Frank and Michelle Hink of Winnipeg on August 
3, 1985. They reside in Killarney. They have two daughters, Jennifer 
Leigh and Marlise Ellen Michelle. 

Gordon Bruce married Deborah Maloney, daughter of John and 
Dulcie Maloney of Manitou on June 4, 1983. They have one 
daughter, Kristy Arlene. They reside in Qu' Appelle, Saskatchewan. 

Murray and Ruby live in Manitou. They recently sold their 
restaurant business. 

Beryl Bernice, born October 14, 1932, married Samuel Law
rence Good, son of John and Evelyn Good of Stonewall, on Novem
ber 3, 1956. Sam and Beryl farmed in the Balmoral area. 

They had six sons and four daughters: Douglas Keith has one 
son, Blain Edward. 



Gary Stewart is engaged to Anita Wiecik of Stony Mountain. 
Kevin Blair married Carole Barnhart and they have two children, 

Trevor John and Kayla Jean. They reside in Stonewall. 
Katherine Bernice, Kevin's twin sister, married Randy Faulkner 

of Stony Mountain. They have one daughter, Ashton Leigh, and they 
reside in Stonewall. 

Sandra Lynn resides in Winnipeg. 
Samuel Scott married Colleen Baker of Stony Mountain on July 

3, 1988. They have one son, Samuel Taylor and they reside in 
Stonewall. 

Trevor Warren was born on March 3, 1963 and passed away on 
May 12, 1978. 

John Kendall resides on the farm. 
Donna Leah married Keith Carter of Peters field on December 20, 

1985. They have three daughters: Brittni Blaire, Amanda Brooke 
and Kendall Leah. They reside in the Petersfield district. 

Patti Jean also resides on the farm. 
Sam passed away on July 18, 1983. Beryl lives on the farm and 

continues to farm with the help of her family. 
Kenneth John, born February 28,1934, married Marilyn Munro, 

daughter of Donald and Elsie Munro of Stonewall, on November 7, 
1964. They have two daughters: Judith Margaret presently resides 
in Winnipeg; Kimberly Diane resides at home with Ken and Marilyn 
on their farm in Balmoral. 

Keith Robert, twin brother to Ken, married Mary Kohut, daugh
ter of John and Katie Kohut of Emerson, on August 8, 1959. 

They have three sons: 
William Keith married Terry Friesen, daughter of Richard and 

Jane Friesen of Transcona, on October 26, 1985. They reside in 
Transcona. 

Mllrray. Lloyd. Ken. Keith 
Alex. Beryl. Doreen. and Glenn Stewart 

John Alexander married Leanne Eyford, daughter of Barry and 
Fay Eyford of Winnipeg, on June 23, 1990. They reside in Stony 
Mountain. 

Walter Murray resides in Stony Mountain. 
Keith and Mary reside in Stony Mountain. Keith is presently 

employed at Eaton's of Winnipeg. 
Waiter Lloyd, born December 4, 1938, married Darlene Fisher, 

daughter of William and Edna Fisher of Stonewall, on November 2, 
1968. 

They have two daughters and one son: 
Michelle Dawne married Lyle Lohmer, son of Elmore and Eileen 

Lohmer of Balmoral, on October 6, 1990. They reside in Stonewall. 
Lisa Lynn resides at home. 

Murray William Lloyd graduated from Grade 12 and resides at 
home. 

Lloyd and Darlene sold their farm in Balmoral and now reside in 
Stonewall. 

Alex, Ken and Lloyd drive milk trucks for Rockwood Coop Ltd. 
- Doreen Appleyard 

Donald S. and Evelyn (Lamont) 
Donald Stanley, better known as Dan, was the fifth son of Mary 

and Alexander Stewart and was born in St. Charles on November 4, 
1895. He came to Lilyfield with his parents and four older brothers 
in 1897. The parents starting building a homesite on SW 17 -12-2E. 
The house which stands today was built in 1918. 

On leaving home Dan took up farming as did each of his brothers: 
John, Robert, William, Walter and Charlie. 

In 1918 Dan purchased Bennet Farm. In 1919 he married Babe 
Riley and they had ason. AlexanderRiley, or Billy as he was known, 
was killed overseas during the war and is buried in France. This 
marriage ended in divorce. 

In 1924 Dan purchased the Sheriff Inkster farm and moved on to 
the yardsite. He married Evelyn Lamont of Shoal Lake, Manitoba 
and had a daughter, Donalda Louise, and a son, Charles Donald. 

In the fall of 1931 Dan rented his farnlland and went into 
Winnipeg where he received his diploma as a mortician with J. 
Thompson Funeral Home. He then went west and carried on this 
work for six years, returning to the farm in 1938. Home was on the 
SheriffInksterfarm for a number of years. Work was hard with long 
hours. 

In 1949, Dan purchased the farm formerly known as the Fields 
farm and moved to this yardsite. 

Dan was predeceased by his parents and all his brothers; having 
great sentiment in the family home fann, in 1964 he purchased SW 
17 -12-2E from brother Charlie's estate. The permanent three storey 
house that was built in 1918 on this section is still standing and in use 
today. The homesite is owned by Mrs. Dan Stewart. 

Donald Stanley Stewart. Charlie D. Stewart. Donalda Stewart !Qllillsey! and 
£1'el),11 Stewart, 1954 

The Fields farm was home until 1965 when Dan passed away 
suddenly at the age of 69. His wife, Evelyn, continued to reside there 
and built a new house in 1967. Evelyn had a great love for the farm 
and enjoyed living there. Due to illness which required nursing care, 
in December, 1991 she moved to Heritage Lodge in Winnipeg. 

Their daughter, Donalda, married John Quinsey in April, 1954. 
They reside in Winnipeg and where they raised their family. 
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Charles Donald married Irene McKay in June, 1954 and raised 
their family on the farm in Lilyfield. 

Charles and Irene (McKay) 
Charles Donald, son of Donald (Dan) and Evelyn Stewart, was 

born in Lilyfield on February II, 1930. Charles received his elemen
tary education at Phipps School going on to graduate from Gordon 
Bell High School in Winnipeg. Along with his parents he took up an 
active part in farming. He rented land and, in 1955, purchased the 
Sheriff Inkster farm from his parents. 

Charles married Irene McKay of Sinclair, Manitoba on June 23, 
1954. Home was in the old house on the Sheriff Inkster farmsite for 
eight years, then trees were cleared to the south of this site and a new 
home and farm buildings were erected. They moved into their new 
home in January, 1963. 

Charlie and Irene had three children: Shirley, born May, 1955; 
Donald, bom May, 1957; and Lorraine, born February, 1963. Shirley 
and Don began school at Phipps School. With consolidation in 1966 
the school was closed and all the children from the area were 
transported to Stonewall. Lorraine began her school years in Stone
wall. All attending the Lilyfield United Church. 

Shirley graduated from Stonewall Collegiate and, on locating 
employment, moved to Winnipeg where she still lives. She attends 
evening classes at the University of Manitoba. Shirley has a daugh
ter, Vanessa, and a son, Cameron. 

Donald graduated from Stonewall Collegiate, immediately tak
ing an active part in farming: renting and purchasing land. Don was 
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active in sports, especially curling, but had to give this enjoyment up 
after knee surgery. Don married Heather Corbett, daughter of 
Darleen and Bruce Corbett, on March 15, 1991. Don and Heather 
took up residence in the Stewart home on SW 17 -12-2E after their 
marriage and are enjoying the big house. Their first baby - a lovely 
son, Jeffrey Charles -arrived December, 1991. 

After high school Lorraine located employment and moved into 
Winnipeg where she still resides. 

Charles Clifford Stewart - reprinted ji"om Rosser Ripples 
Charles Clifford Stewart, known as Charlie to his friends, was 

born June 17, 1897, the youngest son of Alexander and Mary 
Stewart on their farm home on SW 17 -12-2E. He spent his life 
farming and living in this home in Lilyfield. He was a member of the 
Lord Selkirk Masonic Lodge No. 137 AF and AM and was an active 
member of the Native Sons of Canada Fraternal Society having been 
a charter member of Manitoba Assembly No. 134 Winnipeg and 
later a member of Fort Garry Assembly No. 179, Winnipeg. He was 
National President for the term 1958 to 1960. He died February 16, 
1964. 

BILL STEW ART 

Bill was born on May 20, 1889 at Hamilton, North Dakota. At an 
early age he moved to the Ridgeville, Manitoba area. 

Bill served overseas during World War 1. Remembrance Day was 
very special to him. He was very proud to be recognized as one of 
the two oldest veterans at his last Remembrance Day Service. 

Bill moved to the Gordon area to work for Gus Peterson in 1924. 
When Gus's youngest son, Sten, married Kathleen Maskell in 1927, 
B ill worked for them both on the farm and in the bush. He was "barn 
boss" and looked after up to 100 horses. Bill later got involved in 
road construction and was working on the McKenzie Highway when 
he was in his seventies. 

When Iris Peterson, Sten and Kathleen's eldest daughter married 
Les Wedge, Bill made his home with them. He continued to live with 
Les and Iris until he was in his seventies when he moved back to 
Ridgeville to look after his two brothers. 

Bill started woodworking, making miniature Red River Carts 
authentically with no nails and even handcarving the oxen. He also 
made replicas of sleighs and carts that had been used in the bush. Bill 
felt very much a part of Rosser and donated some of his work to the 
municipal office. 



Bill Stewart 

Bill was very much a part of the Peterson family and was 
especially fond of both Sten and Arthur Peterson's children and 
grandchildren. Bill passed away on August 9, 1977. 

JOE AND ELSIE STOREY 

Elsie and I moved into the Gordon district on April 30, 1964. I 
took over the duties of being the Pool Manager at the elevator. We 
spent the next 17 years there - happy ones, may I add. 

I was born at Grandview, Manitoba and Elsie was born at 
Willmore, Saskatchewan. We have three children: 

Allen was born in Grandview and is married to Jean Elves of 
Sanford, Manitoba. They are now living in Sidney, British Columbia. 
They have a daughter, a son and one grandchild. 

Carol was born in Brandon and married Rod Picken. They are 
now living in Spruceview, Alberta. They have a son, a daughter and 
five grandchildren. 

Daryl was born in Lampman, Saskatchewan and is married to Nel 
Nichiporuk of Swan River. They are now living in Calgary. 

Elsie and Joe Storey 

Our days in Gordon were quite uneventful, or maybe eventful. In 
1965 the company remodelled our house, enlarged the living room 
and put in new cupboards - much to the delight of Elsie. In the spring 
of 1967 the grain dryer caught on fire. With the help of Bill Husak, 
it was quickly extinguished. 

In 1974 the elevator got a real good overhauling, with a new 
office and new scales, etc., which made for much lighter work. In 
1977 Mike Lefley was hired. Mike was a great help to me and just 

a great guy. In October, 1979 the district had a farewell party for us 
in Grosse Isle and we left to reside in Sidney, British Columbia. 

Elsie and I celebrated our 50th anniversary in July, 1986 with 
friends and family. After 13 years of retirement I am still spitting 
dust. Due to Elsie's ill health we moved to Kelowna, British 
Columbia on February 25, 1992 where we now reside. 

- Joe M. Storey 

JOHN AND RUBY STRATTON 

John and Ruby Stratton were married in Napanee, Ontario, 
making their first home at Melita, Manitoba. In 1923, they came to 
Rosser and bought the James Munro farm, NE 27-11-1W, in 
partnership with his brother, Dr. D. Stratton, a dentist in Winnipeg. 
They had registered cattle and always had a nice team of driving 
horses which could make a fast trip to Rosser and back in the winter. 
John Stratton died in 1933. 

In 1936, Mrs. Stratton and Wilfred Dennis bought the former 
Lough farm on SW 7-12-1E. 

Mrs. Stratton moved to Portage La Prairie during the war years, 
then returned to live in the Village of Rosser in her new home. She 
was an active member of the Ladies Aid, Women's Institute and the 
Curling Club. She passed away in 1953. 

- Merle Dennis 

PERI AND JENNIFER STUDLER 

Peri and Jennifer Studler moved to Grosse Isle in September, 
1986. They purchased their home on Lot 9, Parkland Road from Fred 
and Muriel Mason. 

Their children are: Crystalle Laine, born January 7, 1988 and 
Samantha Jennifer Page, born October 31, 1991. 

WILLIAM GEORGE AND EMILY JANE 
STYLES 

William and Emily (Lawler) arrived from Kent, England during 
the 1880' s. They settled on the A. Boyd farm, a large block of land 
surrounding 12-13-1 W. Tax records show that W.G. Styles owned 
NE 36-12-1 W from 1896-1904. He turned virgin prairie into pro
ductive grain fields and raised Shorthorn cattle. 

William Styles, a willing worker in community development, 
was involved in the formation of the Anglican Parish of St. Michael 
and Grosse Isle School No. 696. He served on both boards. Mr. 
Styles was appointed the first 
Secretary-Treasurer of Rosser 
Municipality when it was 
formed in 1893. 

Mr. and Mrs. Styles missed 
few community gatherings. 
They held many parties and 
meetings in their home to break 
the loneliness of early residents 
who missed their families and 
homelands. 

In 1904 the family moved to 
Winnipeg and later to Regina. 

- by Frances Holm 

William and Emily Styles andfamily 
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JOHN AND MURIEL SWINTON 

Johnnie and Muriel Swinton and their daughter, Janis, moved to 
Rosser in October of 1953 to the cozy little house previously owned 
by Mrs. Stratton. Their immediate neighbours were Mrs. Corbett to 
the west and Mrs. Slagerman to the east. Across the road were the 
Frains and Turnbulls. 

The Swintons commuted to Winnipeg each day to their jobs with 
Winnipeg Transit and the T. Eaton Co. During the winter of 1955-
56 they rented their house to Verna and Ernie Childerhose and spent 
the winter in Winnipeg to make the driving a little easier. Johnnie 
changed jobs in 1959 and began to work as a salesman for Winnipeg 
Motor Products. The family moved back to Winnipeg with many 
pleasant memories of the years spent in Rosser. They lived in 
Winnipeg until 1974 when they purchased a home at Meadows 
adjacent to their daughter and son-in-Iaw's farm. 

In 1983 Johnnie passed away suddenly at the age of 73. Muriel 
continued to live at Meadows until 1990 when she moved to Lions 
Manor in Stonewall. 

Daughter Janis is still living at Meadows with her husband, Bert 
Boonstra. Janis and Bert have three children: Kim, Rob and Brian. 
Kim and her husband, Vince Beauchamp, purchased Muriel's house 
when she moved to Stonewall and they are now living at Meadows 
with their two little girls: JeIma, 3, and Stephanie, 1. Rob and Brian 
also live and work on the farm. 

SWIRSKY FAMILY 

As mentioned in the Tennenhouse history, Jack Tennenhouse 
married Millie Swirsky. The Swirsky family farm was located on 
what is now No.7 Highway. I do not know when they first came to 
Rosser but it was before 1920. They had a fairly large dairy 
operation. The family consisted ofJoe, Sam, Nathan, Millie and Ray. 
When I knew them Joe had gone to the city. Nathan had the job of 
delivering the milk to the creamery, at first by horse and wagon, then 
sleigh, and finally by truck. Later he expanded this to a regular 
delivery service for a number of farms. Many people in the munici
pality would know him as he provided a connection for many people 
to the city. He continued this after they left the farm. 

I found it interesting that the Swirsky's, Sam especially, were 
expert in the handling of cattle and horses, but almost helpless with 
mechanical equipment although Nathan did operate the milk truck. 
Other than that, they never had any powered equipment using horses 
for all field work and haymaking and a windmill for water supply. 

They used to buy broncos, either partly broken or not broken at 
all, for work horses. I wouldn't have anything todo with them as they 
were usually vicious animals that would kick and bite. Sam would 
walk right into the stalls with them, talk to them in a mixture of 
Yiddish, Russian and English and have them calmed down in no 
time. They were particularly good, however, for the long hard milk 
hauling jobs. 

Neither Sam nor Nathan had children. There are two boys with 
the Swirsky name in Winnipeg. They are Eric and Sam both of them 
being Joe's sons. 

- Frank Tennenhouse 

SZUMLANSKI F AMIL Y 

Andrew Szumlanski was born September 14, 1885. He was an 
ex -service man in the Polish Cavalry and he was a farrier and harness 
maker by trade. Maria Szumlanski was born December 19, 1884 in 
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an area of Poland annexed by Austria late in the 1800's. They 
immigrated to Canada from Poland from the Port of Antwerp on 
September II, 1912 on board the S.S. Montfort. Theirtrip of 13 days 
was plagued by storms and sea-sickness but they arrived in Canada 
on September 24, 1912. With them was their eldest son, Frank, who 
was just a baby. John, a stepson from Maria's previous marriage, 
remained in Poland. He later joined them in Canada following 
World War I. 

After quarantine in Quebec City, they travelled by train to 
Winnipeg where the majority of other immigrants looked to settle 
and start a new way of life. 

Dad's heart was always in the land and, after enduring numerous 
hardships, he and Mother were able to rent a small place north of 
Notre Dame Avenue, in the vicinity of Brookside Cemetery, from a 
realtor by the name of John McDonald. The area was then known as 
Brooklands, later to become St. James. Reeve Haddow was the 
authority in the area to whom people turned for guidance. 

With the onset of World War I, life became even more difficult. 
Classified as immigrants of an enemy country, job restrictions were 
imposed and weekly registration with the local RCMP was manda
tory. By a stroke of fortune, Dad was given a work permit to make 
gear for the Canadian Cavalry. He worked for a harness repairman, 
Robert Rosenblatt, and later with Great West Saddlery. To further 
his income, he also worked as a grave digger part-time at Brookside 
Cemetery where casualties of the war were interred. 

It was a very difficult time in their existence. Unable to speak the 
English language, Dad found jobs were scarce. He laboured at the 
Winnipeg Gas Works, helped build streets and roads in the area and 
did any other work available in order to feed and shelter our family. 
He also worked at Anthes Foundry and, in the evenings, did some 
market gardening. Our main transportation was by foot and Dad 
bicycled to and from work. 

The first Canadian-born child arrived around 1913. The family 
was beginning to grow. After hard work and savings, they were able 
to purchase a horse and buggy and a couple of cows. They shipped 
cream to Carson Hygienic Dairy which eventually became Crescent 
Creamery in Winnipeg. The dairy products were delivered at that 
time by our mother driving a horse and buggy. Their goal was to save 
enough to own a farm nearby. 

The cattle herd grew as did our family. Dad left his job at Anthes 
Foundry and devoted his time to dairying and market gardening. 
Around 1919-1920, our parents purchased a small rundown farm on 
23-11-2E in the Municipality of Rosser. 

There are some vivid family memories of us moving by horse and 
wagon: Mother driving and Dad, with the young boys, driving our 
few cows along Notre Dame west to Stony Mountain Road then 
north to Inkster Boulevard to our new home. 

The place was run down terribly but eventually our parents were 
able to have a new hip roof barn built to hold their cattle and the 
necessary supporting outbuildings. The farm expanded to about 360 
acres owned and about 2 sections rented for pasture to maintain the 
growing herd of Holstein dairy cattle. 

The Szumlanski Dairy, together with the Sam and Nathan Swirsky 
Dairy, became the first bulk milk producers to supply milk to the 
Winnipeg Milkshed. The dairy continued to operate until approxi
mately 1942 when the dairy herd was sold and the land diversified 
to a small grain and mixed cattle operation. 

From the dairy venture we were able to grow to 20 horses and did 
all our plowing by two furrow gang plows pulled by four horses. 
Threshing was done by neighbouring farmers like the Buckles, 
Ryans, Roches, and Lawrences. Eventually, our parents were able to 
purchase their own farming equipment to support the farm. 

During the Forties the blue and white Szumlanski Farm grain 
truck was a familiar sight on the roads in Rosser Municipality. The 



youngest of the brothers, Michael and Ed, provided custom-grain 
hauling during harvest; hauling grain from threshers and combines 
working the Taylor, Turbett, Chimuk and Boettcher farms. Most 
grain was hauled either to farm bins or to Wiley-Low Elevator, later 
Federal Grain. 

Our family consisted of eight children, all boys, one died in 
infancy. We attended various schools in the primary grades: 
Brooklands, Woodsworth, Wentworth, Little Mountain and Lilyfield. 
As we lived in the easterly end of the municipality, secondary 
education was obtained at Cecil Rhodes, Daniel MacIntyre, Holy 
Ghost and St. Pauls College. 

Social life was filled with good clean fun. Everyone assisted and 
participated in school and church functions. Everyone seemed so 
helpful and going through the same type of hardships. Some of the 
hardships our parents had to overcome were learning the English 
language, sickness and the hungry 30's, grasshoppers, and much 
more too numerous to mention. However, they farmed for about 
sixty years until their deaths. 

Our first visit to the municipal office in Rosser is an example of 
how times change. We travelled from the farm by horse and buggy 
10 miles west. The trip took a full day and we were home in time for 
tending the cattle and milking time again. 

When World War II broke out five brothers applied to serve. 
Some were rejected on medical grounds, however, Joseph and 
Michael served. 

In later years, as the family matured, most of the children married 
and/or moved away from the local area. 

John moved to Toronto, married, and established a successful 
electrical firm. He had three children. Two daughters became 
educators, the son, a lawyer-partner with a law firm. John retired in 
the early 1980's and died in 1985. 

Francis was employed by CP Telecom, married and had four 
children: a daughter who is a nurse, two sons who developed their 
own manufacturing firms, and one son who became an electrical 
engineer. He retired to Florida in the 1980's and died in 1986. 

Walter became a mechanical draftsman and was employed by 
Bond Engineering and Cimco in Toronto. He married and has a 
daughter in education and a son who is a lawyer with his own 
successful law practice. Walter retired in the 1980's and died in 
1988. 

Joseph was a career soldier who served in the Canadian military 
throughout World War II and the post-war years. He married and had 
two sons, one an engineer and one a manager of a retail establish
ment. Following his retirement from the military, he began a second 
career as Clerk of the Court in Kingston, Ontario. He is now retired 
and resides in this area. 

Stanley was employed by the Province of Manitoba Land Titles 
Department in Winnipeg. He married and had eight children: one 
died in infancy, one son was an engineer and six daughters worked 
in various commercial occupations. He retired in the early 1980's 
due to poor health and died in 1987. 

Michael resided in Rosser Municipality until the 1970's. He 
served in the Canadian Army during World War II and was dis
charged honourably in 1945. He was a mechanical engineer for the 
Government of Canada, Department of Justice for seven years. 
Eventually he moved to Toronto in the 1970's as engineering 
manager with a major industrial corporation until his retirement in 
1984. He married and has two children: a son who is a detective with 
the Ontario Provincial Police and a daughter in microbiology 
research. He presently resides in Lindsay, Ontario. 

Edward was employed by Johnson Controls as a steam-gas fitter 
in Winnipeg. He was married, had no children and died in 1985. 

Andrew Szumlanski lived to age 83 and died in Rosser after a 
lengthy illness on December 19, 1968. Maria Szumlanski lived to 

the age of 88 and died in Rosser on June 15, 1973. Both are buried 
in Brookside Cemetery near the area where they spent most of their 
lives. They had 8 children, 21 grandchildren and 22 great grandchil
dren. 

Ourfarm does not exist anymore. After Mother died, the property 
was sold and the farm buildings demolished. The land was eventu
ally incorporated into Winnipeg and is now developed into residen
tial housing. If World War II had not disrupted our family, would 
some of us still be farming and residents of Rosser'? 

- Joseph and Michael Szumlanski 

CLAYTON AND CINDY TARIN 

Cindy was born and raised in Portage La Prairie. As a child she 
spent a lot of time in Rosser with relatives, her mother having been 
Frances Blair before her marriage. 

Clayton was born and raised in Winnipeg in the west end. He is 
employed with Bristol Aerospace Ltd. 

Clayton and Cindy were married in the Rosser United Church on 
May 13, 1989. They moved from Winnipeg to the Village of Rosser 
in August, 1989. 

Clayton and Cindy have two children: Olivia Joanne, born on 
March 23, 1991 and Keegan Robert, born on May 7, 1992. 

Clay tOil holdillg Keegan. Cindy and Olivia rabill 

THE TAKAKI F AMIL Y 

The Takaki family - consisting offather Denki; mother Shizuye; 
paternal grandmother Yumi; five sons, Fred, Robert, William, 
Gordon, George; and one daughter, Shirley, ranging in age from one 
to eleven years old, arrived in Winnipeg from British Columbia by 
train in July, 1946 and settled in Lilyfield. Our move to Manitoba 
from the interior of British Columbia was made necessary by the 
government of British Columbia and the federal government. Thou
sands of families ofJapanese ancestry were relocated from Canada's 
west coast because of Canada's involvement in World War II with 
Japan. The Winnipeg area was chosen because Denki's sister and 
her husband lived in the city. 

The Takaki family lived in an old farmhouse in Lilyfield rented 
from Mr. Frank Barker. This house was located on section 28, the 
SW corner, next to an abandoned limestone quarry. The house 
lacked all the modern conveniences we know today and was very 
cold in the winter months. 
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During the years in Lilyfield the older boys attended Phipps 
School. The walks to and from school were long and cold, especially 
during the winter months. Many times we were given rides to school 
by people from neighbouring farms or by strangers driving by. 
Today's school children will never experience the unique mode of 
transportation we had during the winter as we rode in the White 
family grain box and sleigh pulled by a team of trotting horses. 

One of our closest neighbours was the Lambert Barker family. 
The kindness and favours shown to the Takaki family will never be 
forgotten. One of my fondest memories is of Mrs. Daisy Barker 
taking myself and my brothers into her kitchen and making us hot 
cocoa as we were returning from school on a cold winter day. She 
was never concerned that snow was melting off our boots onto the 
floor. 

The only luxury for our family was a battery-operated radio 
which was monopolized by the older boys during hockey season. 
Many hours were spent skating on the pond in the quarry. I 
remember Bob White driving his dad's car, without a licence, and 
taking a couple of the Takaki boys to play hockey at an outdoor rink 
under the lights. During the summer we played softball on a mixed 
teen league which was organized by the area communities. 

From spring to fall our dad worked on neighbouring farms doing 
various jobs. He spent a few winters in Ontario employed by the pulp 
and paper industry cutting cord wood. For about two years prior to 
our leaving Lilyfield, Dad worked in Winnipeg, coming home only 
on weekends. 

Our mom was kept busy as housewife and mother, tending to the 
needs of a growing family. Grandma Takaki, besides being a strict 
disciplinarian to her grandchildren, kept occupied by growing 
flowers and vegetables in the garden. 

As the years passed two more daughters, Doreen and Daisy, were 
added to the family. In 1949, between the births of the last two 
children, our Grandma passed away. 

Due to the isolation of the house we lived in, the lack of 
transportation, plus the declining bus schedule and harsh winters, 
the family decided to move to Ontario. 

In February, 1953 we settled into a large five bedroom house in 
Ruthven, Ontario, close to a public school and on the high school bus 
route. Most of the family members worked on farms full time or 
during school holidays. From farm work, the five sons and three 
daughters moved on to other vocations. 

Fred is owner of an auto repair garage in Leamington, Ontario. 
He and his wife, Donna, have three children. 

Robert is an electrician with the Kelowna School Board in 
British Columbia. He and his wife, Margaret, have one son. 

William is an accountant with the Royal Ontario Museum in 
Toronto. He and his wife, Rosemary, have two children. 

Gordon works for Environmental Control in Hamilton, Ontario. 
He and his wife, Jean, have two children. 

George is in marketing in Toronto. He and his wife, Judy, have 
three children. 

Shirley is a high school teacher in Brampton, Ontario. 
Doreen is a homemaker. She and her husband, Reiner, live in 

Coquitlam, British Columbia. 
Daisy is a social worker in Sarnia, Ontario. 
Denki passed away in September, 1989 at the age of 89 years. 

Shizuye, at the age of 81, is a resident of Sun Parlor Home for Senior 
Citizens in Leamington, Ontario. 

Being away for over 35 years does not lessen my desire to return 
to Lilyfield and I have been back to the Winnipeg area on several 
occasions. We still keep in touch with Bert and Joyce Barker and 
enjoy the warm reception we receive on each visit to their farm. 

- Fred Takaki 
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RAY TAPLIN 

I went to work for my Uncle Bob and Bert Comrie for a month in 
1945 right after I finished school. My aunt, Rita Comrie, was my 
dad's sister. I worked there for seven summers. Uncle Bob passed 
away in the spring of 1949. 

For three winters I also stayed at Aunt Rita's and worked in 
Winnipeg, then back to the farm in the spring. They made me feel 
right at home and treated me like one of the family as did all the 
neighbours. I played ball with Little Mountain and took part in the 
community. 

One thing I remember was when I took part in a short play at Little 
Mountain. The community divided into several groups of neigh
bours, each group took turns for having entertainment the next 
month. Our group consisted of Doris and Percy Hudson, Vimy and 
Harry Rose, Bert and Irene Comrie and myself. We certainly had fun 
during the practices and performance of that play. 

The neighbours around were all very special people. I often think 
of those many good years. Tom Patterson took our ball team to 
different places in his three ton Ford truck. Mr. Roy Turbett was very 
special person with his wit, humour and ability to capture a crowds 
attention with his stories. 

Mr. Elmer Ridge was handicapped with his leg but it certainly did 
not stop him from climbing over the top of Tom ' s truck to go to ball 
games. Some of his expressions were unforgettable. "Now see here, 
Mister" if he didn't agree with the umpire, some were even a little 
stronger. 

My uncle, Bob Comrie, was a hard worker but a good man to 
work for. He would always compliment you on good work and paid 
good wages. We milked cows by hand and shipped milk. In busy 
seasons Uncle Bob would say, "You boys stay in the field, and I'll 
do the milking." 

Something he would not tolerate was the cats stealing from a milk 
pail and Bert and I would laugh at his accuracy with a pair of chain 
cow kickers, he seldom missed. 

At that time the "End of Logan" was almost like a community -
Dickens Post Office, Robert's Drug Store, Boxers, Tony Faso's 
Restaurant, Jenkin's Garage, Gerlovin's Hardware, Batts Garage 
and Bluebell Store. Those places were so special. 

Sam Batt was a short, heavy little man. The gas tank on the 
combine sprung a leak so we took it off and dropped it at Batts. Uncle 
Bob said, "Could you fix it, Sam?" Sam replied, "Sure, Bob." When 
we came back 'Sam was sitting on it welding it. Uncle Bob said, 
"Sam, you could get blown to h-." Sam said, "I put some water in 
it, Bob". 

I often see some of the people from the community and enjoy 
talking about those times. 

- Ray Taplin 

MICHAEL AND MINNIE TATARYN 

Michael was born in Brooklands on June 6, 1917. He attended 
Brooklands, Cecil Rhodes and Daniel McIntyre school and then 
went on to Success Business College. Michael was involved in 
sports during his youth, playing hockey and baseball for the 
Brooklands Ukrainian Athletics. This club was disbanded when the 
war broke out in 1939 and Mike remained in the labour force. 

In 1940 Michael married Minnie Czehryn from the north end of 
Winnipeg. Minnie got her education by attending Lord Nelson and 
Isaac Newton schools. She was employed in the needle trade 
industry for several years. From this marriage there is one daughter, 
Susan Arlene. 



In 1946 Mike decided to go into farming and bought land from 
Mrs. E. Bentley, 28-11-2E in the RM of Rosser, right across the road 
from Little Mountain Park. Susan attended Little Mountain, Rosser, 
Grosse Isle, Stonewall Collegiate and Immaculate Heart of Mary 
schools. She was involved in 4-H work for many years, ending up 
being a junior leader. She competed in demonstrations and public 
speaking. On July 27, 1968 Susan married Ronald Victor 
Bartmanovich of Glen Lea, Manitoba. They have one son, Douglas, 
born in 1970 and a daughter, Kristine, born in 1973. 

TatarYII Family. ROllald. Susall. Mike. Millllie. Kristille. Douglas 

Douglas is in his fourth year Agriculture at the University of 
Manitoba. He has been on the Dean's List for the past two years. 
Kristine is in first year Human Ecology, also at the University of 
Manitoba. Kristine received her Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award in 
Calgary, Alberta from His Royal Highness Prince Edward on 
October 24, 1991. 

In 1975 Mike and Minnie sold their farm to the Sigfusson 
brothers. They retired to the Charles wood area in the City of 
Winnipeg. Minnie and Mike joined the Charles wood Horticultural 
Society. After a few years in the society Mike was elected to the 
executive committee which eventually lead to his election to the 
presidency. He served in this office for a term of two years and now 
is on the Board of Directors. 

Minnie and Mike celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on 
September 28, 1990. 

JAMES NAPOLEON AND JOHANNA 
TAYLOR 

James Napoleon "Pole" Taylor was born in Dundas, Ontario in 
1861. He was schooled there and was about 20 years old when he 
came out west with a couple of other lads when adventure was their 
aim. They came in a cattle car and landed in Winnipeg. His brother, 
J.J. Taylor, was already in Winnipeg. 

In due time he met and married J.J.'s wife's sister. Johanna 
Harriet Sabine. She was born in St. James, Manitoba. They later 
moved to Headingley. J.N. farmed in a small way five or six miles 
west of Winnipeg then moved to where Keith Ryan lives today. 
Finally he moved to 32-11-2E and lived there until his death in 1937. 
Johanna died in 1946. 

The Taylors had eight boys and one girl. The children all attended 
Little Mountain School. 

Charles Edward, the oldest, died at the early age of 16 years. 
Alice Christena stayed on the farm and, after her father died, 

moved to Winnipeg with her mother. Later in Winnipeg she worked 
part-time at a small post office and miscellaneous store in West 
Kildonan for ten years. She later lived on Ingersoll Street and finally 
at Central Park Lodge in Winnipeg. She was a favourite aunt of all 
her nieces and nephews. She lived until the age of 96. 

AI Back: .IN. Taylor. Horace LOllsdale alld Fred Tarlor. 
Middle: .IoilwlI/{/ Tin'lor. ullkllm\'ll. /-lab alld .lack Taylor. 
Frolll: Madelille Taylor (/-Ia"). Alice Tarlor. cilildrclI /rCIIC alld Cordoll. 

William General decided to carryon farming and bought a place 
two miles west of the home farm. He sold when the perimeter road 
chopped up most of it. Muriel Patterson from Stonewall taught 
school at Little Mountain School and boarded at the Taylors. She 
married Bill in 1934. Bill and Muriel had the Rosser Gun Club on 
their property. Many affluent people from Winnipeg and the sur
rounding district came out on the weekends to shoot skeet. Bill and 
Muriel had one son, Dennis. Dennis and his wife Yvette and son 
Timothy now live on his dad's property on Inkster Boulevard. 

Herbert Alexander preferred carpentry. He had his own general 
contracting business in Headingley. He married Madeline Bell. 
Some of his buildings still stand around Headingley and Rosser 
today. Their children were Irene, Gordon, Orville and Shirley. 

Frederick moved to Santa Barbara, California with his wife, 
Winnifred, and their children, Donald and Hope. He had a very 
successful moving and storage business which Donald still operates 
today. 

Edward Harvey (Harve) settled for motor and service station 
work which he operated in Stonewall, Winnipeg and later Vancou
ver. He and his wife, Edna, had three children. Son Jack still lives in 
Vancouver. 

Alfred John (Jack) took over the home farm in 1937 until he 
retired and sold out to Percy Hudson in 1969. The Hudson's built a 
new home in 1970 as the old Taylor house was built in 1911. 

Ernie operated a Texaco service station for more than 30 years. 
He died in 1968. His wife, Elsie, still lives in Winnipeg. 

Clifford died in infancy. 
We had many good times as well as tough ones on the farm. We 

had to walk two miles to school and only on stormy days in winter 
were taken and brought back by team and sleigh. Quite different 
from the fry of today going to school by bus. One of my teachers, a 
man, rode out from Winnipeg on a bicycle with his lunch in his 
pocket. For a treat, some Fridays, he would get us to mix our lunches 
and take what we wanted from someone else's. I remember grabbing 
for his dainty sandwiches and bought cookies, while he liked our big 
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.IN. Tarlor. IIlIkIlOWIi. Cordoll. his dad Heri>. Bill. Haiw'. Horace LOllsdale alld 
Jack Taylor 

slices of homemade bread and anything from prunes to home cured 
pork and large slices of cake. 

We had parties too! There were no telephones so some neigh
bours would go around on horseback, buggy or cutter and tell all the 
neighbours to come to a certain house Friday evening. Be sure to 
help with lunch, bring the violin and the party was on. We've gone 
miles to parties by sleigh with plenty of straw in the bottom and 
maybe a lantern to help keep us warm. 

Our threshing days were something to remember also. We looked 
forward to the start and the finish. Big meals were prepared as well 
as lunches in the field which we carried out, our skirts touching the 
top of the stubble. How did we ever keep them clean? 

- by Alice Taylor, 1971. 
updated by Shirley Schepp. 1992 

THE J.J. TAYLOR FAMILY 

John James Taylor was born May 2, 1851 in Dundas, Ontario in 
a family of four sisters and three brothers, doing all the things that 
kids did in those days. He hated Sundays most of all when no ball 
games or any other activity was allowed and small boys had to wear 
shoes, a white shirt, short pants and go to church three times. 

J.J. joined the army and attained the rank of Lieutenant. He 
played violin at country dances. He decided on coming west with 
surveyors in 1880 where he was associated with a group headed by 
W.L. Sabine who had been sent from Kent, England as engineer in 
charge of surveying the present site of Winnipeg to Saskatchewan. 

.I.J. alld Alille Taylor 
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While boarding with Mr. Sabine, J.J. met and married the eldest 
daughter, Mary Susanah, then 17 years old. They were married in St. 
James Anglican Church in 1882 by Reverend E. Cowley, moving to 
the Little Mountain district which is now in Rosser. After settling for 
a year on the bank of the creek where the tower now stands, they 
moved to the big house ofMr. H.E. Hazely which is now on the Roy 
Roche property. Here their first son, James Herbert, was born on 
January 4, 1885. Later they moved to the small 20 acre holding on 
28-11-2E. The Taylorfamily made this their permanent home where 
eight girls and one more boy were born to John and Mary. 

Margaret, born in 1887, lived only two years, succumbing to the 
dreaded diphtheria. In 1890 Ethel Flora was born, living until she 
was eleven. 

By this time Little Mountain School was established and John 
Taylor was one of its first trustees. All the children attended this 
school. J.J. ended his interest in the school in 1932 when the 
neighbours honoured him by presenting him with a gold watch. 

Bertha May was born in 1893. She lives in Ingleside, Ontario, 
the widow of the late Frederick Charles Grant who passed away in 
1968. Four children and thirteen grandchildren, all living in Ingleside, 
are their contribution to this world. 

Annie Jeanette was born on September 2, 1895. She resides in 
Winnipeg, the widow of the late H.L. Erhardt who passed away in 
October, 1962. 

Victoria, wife of A. Darlington, was born on May 24, 1897, 
saving herself the name of Alexandria by being born on Victoria 
Day. She has two children, both officers in the Senior Service, living 
in Ontario and Quebec. 

Hazel Amber, born August 29, 1899, attended school at Little 
Mountain and later Kelvin High School. She joined Saults and 
Pollard as a proof reader and died of a ruptured appendix in 1927. 

Reta Christina was born on March 9, 1902, during one of the 
worst blizzards known in those parts. Chris, as she is known, started 
teaching in Saskatchewan at the age of 16, continuing as a teacher 
in both Saskatchewan and Manitoba until 1928, when she joined the 
nursing school of the Winnipeg General Hospital. She graduated 
from there as a Gold Medallist in 1931. Later she married E. 
Christilaw, a Flight Lieutenant in the Air Force and teacher by 
profession. They reside in Kitchener, Ontario. 

John Edward was the last of the Taylor family, born on Septem
ber 13, 1905 and living in Little Mountain until the family moved to 
Winnipeg. 

Mrs. Taylor'passed away in February, 1918. John, or Bud as he 
was known, moved to Vancouver living there as a steamfitter until 
his sight failed from glaucoma. He passed away in May of 1962. 

This ends the history of the family but the memories of Mount 
Royal are very fresh in our memories for the home was a very happy 
one with dancing, picnics and many friends and visitors who were 
always welcome. Laughter was a predominating feature of the 
family as a whole. 

John Sf. was active in municipal, political, social, sports and 
above all, educational affairs of the district. His home was open to 
all who entered. He was famed as a hunter and an expert shot. His 
profession was carpentry and some of his buildings still stand in the 
district. 

Mrs. Taylor was one of the friendliest and most helpful people 
known. No one ever left her home hungry. 

The girls all became secretaries, teachers or nurses and when 
home either on weekends or holiday seasons, had the house filled 
with friends and laughter. 

Even at this time in the twentieth century, when the family 
gathers together, memories of the old home cause the grandchildren 
to listen with interest and envy to what sounds to them like a very 
lovely and happy childhood where money was not the most impor-



tant thing. Sleigh rides in winter were jolly events. Everyone 
brought their share of refreshments and I assure you they were not 
liquid. Telephones were known only in the later years but news 
travelled. When trouble came to families, friends were al ways there 
to share and help when needed. It is still nice to attend gatherings in 
the old home, meet old friends and school teachers. 

We watched what was known as the hill, between Atkinsons 
comer and our home, change from a hill to a water hole as the gravel 
was removed to improve roads. We also saw the old city quarry 
change from an active hive of industry and be removed to the present 
site at Stony Mountain. We still wander around the old spot and 
name the spots where friends and school associates once lived. 
Laurence Ridge now lives on the old spot where once the Taylor 
family held high jinks. 

- reprinted.!i"om Rosser Ripples 

Bertha May and Fred Grant 
My parents were Fred Grant of Cornwall, Ontario, and Bertha 

May (Dolly), the third daughter of J.1. Taylor. They were married in 
1918 and settled in Winnipeg. In 1930 we moved from Winnipeg to 
Cornwall to look after Dad's father, Duncan Grant. The trip was 
made in a 1927 Pontiac and took nine days to travel 1,910 miles. In 
1937 our property was expropriated by the city to enlarge the high 
school so we moved to a farm overlooking the famous Long Sault 
Rapids. We lived there for 20 years and, even though part of it was 
during the depression, we had many wonderful times. 

There were four children of the marriage: Audrey, Jack (me), 
Garth and Marge. 

Audrey married Robert Young who lived at Cornwall Centre. 
They raised four children: Sharon, Gaye, Dawna and Jaye. Sharon 
is the only one married at this time. She is Mrs. Jim McCullough and 
they have one daughter, Sarah. In 1990 Bob and Audrey celebrated 
their 50th anniversary and sadly, five months later, Bob passed 
away. 

Garth married Helen Pridham and they have one son, Garth Jr. 
He is married and has one son, Garth Zachary. They all live in 
Ingleside, Ontario. 

Marge married Arnold Alguire and went to the family farm at 
Earners Comers. They had four children: Richard, Dave, Audrey 
and Barry, all of whom have married and have children of their own. 
Rick and Charlene (Quail) have Stephen, Stephanie and Gregory. 
Dave and Susan (Grant) are parents of Crystal, Angie, Allison and 
Douglas. Audrey and John Amell have two girls, Natalie and Jan. 
Barry and Kerri (Burke) have two sons, Shea and Ryan. In 1981 
Marge, who suffered from asthma, passed away on December 26. 
She was 54 years of age. 

As for myself, Jack, I married Ellen McLaren and we have four 
children: Karen, Jeff, Sandra and Kathy. 

Karen married Scott McLean and their children are: Sandra, 
Donald and Matthew. Jeff and Lou (MacDonald) have son Jesse and 
daughter Dara. Sandy and Brad Shaver have three daughters: Kerrie, 
Kelly and Kimberly. Kathy and Archie Robinson have one son, 
Colton. 

Garth and I had remained on the family farm at Long Sault Rapids 
until 1958 when we were forced to leave because of the Saint 
Lawrence Seaway project. The families were moved to a new town, 
Ingleside, where we still live. Mom and Dad moved here also and 
lived here until their deaths: Dad in 1968 and Mom in 1972. 

Although I was only seven when we left the west, I still have vivid 
memories of names like the Atkinsons, Pole Taylors, Ridges, 
Comries, Garns and Bentleys - all neighbours. I also remember 
places such as Little Mountain, Lilyfield, Rosser and the quarry, to 
name a few. We never went back, but we were brought up on stories 
of life on the farm in the early 1900's. 

As Vic Darlington mentioned in her account of J.1. Taylor and 
family, the house was filled with friends and laughter. This has 
carried into the next generation. Family gatherings are still enjoyed 
by all and stories of the old days are being passed down to children 
and grandchildren. 

All of Dolly's generation are now gone. Anne died in Winnipeg 
in 1990 at the age of 96. 

Vic had two children, Joyce and Rob. Joyce, Mrs. Tony Stratychuk, 
lives in Vancouver, British Columbia. Rob and Wendy (Wood) have 
three children: Colin, Rob and Jan. Vic passed away in 1991 at the 
age of 94. 

Chris and Emerson Christilaw had no children. Chris died in 
1978 and Emerson in 1979. 

I have been forever grateful to my aunts and uncles for sharing 
memories of life in the Rosser area in the early 1900's. 

- Jack Grant 

THE TENNANT F AMIL Y 

The Tennant family moved to the Rosser Municipality in 1913 
or early 1914. The location was a ten acre pieceofland, one half mile 
east of what is now No.7 highway and one half mile south of what 
is now the north perimeter road. 

John Tennant had established a small dairy farm business on 
Carrothers Avenue, but moved to Rosser because of the expansion 
of the City of Winnipeg. The necessary buildings were built and, 
during the first or second year, the bam was destroyed by fire. A 
smaller one was built to replace it with cement floor left over 
which was nev'er built on. The cyclone in 1922 blew the house 
and milk house away but the bam survived. Fortunately, no 
one was hurt even though we were thrown into the middle of 
the yard along with most of the household furniture. A new 
house and milk house were completed that summer 
and everything went on as before until 1926 when the bam and all 
the cattle were destroyed by fire. This ended what might have been 
a continuing small dairy business. 

The Tennant family then moved to rented premises on Rosser 
Road just north of Kitchener Avenue, which is now King Edward 
Street, north ofInkster. After the fire John Tennant worked for Frank 
Chapman for a time and eventually found work in the city. The 
family moved to Brooklands around 1933 and later to Weston. The 
children found jobs in various businesses and eventually married 
and had families of the·ir own. 

The family consisted of John Tennant, who had married Maggie 
Russell, sister of another dairyman, Alexander (Sandy) Russell. The 
Tennant children were: 

John (Scotty), born in 1912, now deceased, had one son and two 
daughters. 

Elizabeth (Jewel), born in 1918, now deceased, became Mrs. W. 
Currie and had two daughters. 

Margaret (Peggy), born in 1916, became Mrs. Alex Middler, 
now retired and living at Hillside Beach, have one son and one 
daughter. 

Jean, born in 1920, became Mrs. Walter Minaker and lives at 
Grosse Isle. They have one son and one daughter. 

James (Jim) born in 1926, now deceased, had two sons and one 
daughter. The sons, Jim and John, operate Piston Ring Supply, a 
large automotive business started by Jim Sr. in 1953. 

Alexander (Sandy), born in 1914, has two sons and one daugh
ter. He retired in 1984 and now lives in Winnipeg in Fred Douglas 
Place with his wife, the former Annetta Jansen. Their business was 
Tenn-Way Auto Supply Ltd., which was sold to Western Bearing of 
Portage La Prairie in 1984. Their two sons live in Vancouver and 
their daughter in Toronto. 

479 



The joint picnics at the end of the school year between Ulster, 
Wentworth, Little Mountain and Lilyfield schools were one of the 
main social events of the year and will always be remembered by all 
who took part even though the schools have disappeared. 

- A.R. Tennant 

TENNENHOUSE F AMIL Y HISTORY 

The family history told here is that of Morris and Annie 
Tennenhouse and their children. They had eleven sons and one 
daughter. I, Frank, am the youngest of the family and this history is 
based on my own recollection as well as those of my older brothers 
and my parents. Their story is probably typical of many of the early 
settlers with respect to farm life of that time and also typical of their 
diversity with respect to their origins and their reasons for coming 
to the district. 

Morris Tennenhouse was born in Rumania in 1878. Annie 
Tennenhouse was born in Austria in 1881. Both were from Orthodox 
Jewish families. He emigrated to London, England in 1897 as 
Annie's family had some years earlier. They were married in 1899. 
He apprenticed as a cabinet maker and then opened his own shop. 
But his heart was not in his trade for, ever since his boyhood days in 
Rumania, he had "dreamed a dream" of being a farmer on his own 
land and in a free country. He never forgot that dream and it was 
because of it that the year 1904 found him and Annie with three small 
children - Ben, Jack and Isaac - On the steamship the Lake Manitoba 
bound for Canada. They went to Winnipeg where, for a few years, 
he built small cheap houses in the north end. 

Around 1910 he joined a Jewish farm colony, the New Hursch, 
that was being arranged to be set up at Camper, in the Interlake, about 
100 miles north of Winnipeg. The land was not communally owned, 
as each family obtained their land as homesteads. This community 
disintegrated in less than ten years with most of the settlers returning 
to Winnipeg. But this was the beginning of our connection with 
farming and it was to continue for over 75 years. 

The family returned to the Winnipeg area, first to Old Kildonan 
then to a rented farm in the RM of Rosser. The location was about 
three quarters of a mile east of what is now No.7 Highway. The 
house was located almost in the very center of the quarter just about 
exactly where the Grassmere drain would later be located. It was a 
large two storey house and, since builders then knew little about 
insulation, it was always bitterly cold in the winter. This was in 1923 
and it was the family home forthe next ten years. The house was later 
moved to a place near Stonewall and today there is no sign of anyone 
having lived there at all. 

No description offarm life in Western Canada in the early part of 
the century would be complete without some reference to the part 
played by farm women. Common to most farm wives would be 
stories of isolation, loneliness and unremitting work in the house and 
yard with few of the amenities, which everyone takes for granted 
today, such as electricity, water supply, sewage disposal and trans
portation. For Annie Tennenhouse the culture shock must have been 
particulary brutal. She was a young Jewish woman from a very 
religious family, who had mostly grown up in London, leaving 
family and friends to make the long rough ocean voyage across the 
Atlantic and then the shorter, but still uncomfortable, train trip to 
Winnipeg. A few years later she was to travel further north to settle 
in what was basically an uncultivated wilderness of rock, swamps 
and bush. There she continued to bear a child about every two years 
until I, the twelfth, arrived. 

As far as I can tell she had little help or guidance although in the 
early years on the homestead there was a community. As the only 
daughter of the family was next-to-the-youngest, there was not even 
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the help that girls in large families traditionally provided. Income 
also was desperately low. Self taught, she became, in effect. an 
expert dietician, creating meals that would surpass the most exactina 
nutritional standards today from often very limited resources. Thi~ 
was particularly true in winter when no fresh fruit or vegetables were 
available, except the likes of potatoes, carrots or beets that could be 
stored or preserved or dried like saskatoons. They had milk from 
their own cows, but there would be no eggs in the winter, because it 
was only much later that the use of light, improved nutrition, and 
breeding would extend the laying season. There was no local 
medical care available, so she became proficient in treating various 
injuries and illnesses common to rough country life. 

Some things improved with the move to the Rosser area near 
Winnipeg. Although the farm was only ten miles from Winnipeg we 
individually were more isolated than in Camper. We did not have a 
car and in any case, once the snow fell, the roads were closed so 
transportation to the city was by horse and sleigh or by train. The 
tracks passed near the house but the train "station" which was just 
an open platform where the train would stop was three miles away. 

The background of the family, then, was that most of the eleven 
sons and one daughter had their formative years either on the 
Camper homestead or the Rosser farm. There were practically no 
social or recreational opportunities available and income was far 
below any poverty level line. In short, children today growing up 
under such conditions would probably be considered to be severely 
disadvantaged. 

This did not seem to be the case for our family nor, for that matter, 
most of the other farm families in the district. In fact the effect 
seemed to be the reverse and seemed to promote the characteristics 
of a tough self-reliance and desire to innovate. It was from this 
background that all members of the family went on to generally 
successful careers in a wide variety of occupations and all estab
lished stable families of their own. 

In 1933 the Stony Mountain farm located right on the border 
between Rockwood and Rosser was purchased. Morris and Annie 
lived the rest of their long lives there. This farm became the family 
center and later the headquarters for the expanding farm operations 
for the next 50 years or so. Our contact with the Rosser area 
continued as much of our land was located in the municipality. 

Life in the RM of Rosser, 1923-1933: the basic source of income 
was a small dairy, shipping about four eight-gallon cans of milk 
daily. Little else was sold as all the land was used for feed for the 
cattle. Most of our food was home grown. 

Our school was the Ulster School located on what was then called 
the Rosser Road, an extension of what is today King Edward Street. 
It was about three miles south of the farm. Our usual transportation 
was by horse and buggy in the summer and sleigh in the winter. The 
road was not really a road as it was just a set of ruts worn in the road 
allowance. The school was the typical one-room eight grade school 
of the time. There was a barn in the schoolyard for the horses used 
by the students. As there was a spread of about two years in age 
between members of our family it resulted in four or five of us at a 
time being in the school. Most of the attendance at school was made 
up of two or three families. Since those of school age in Camper had 
the same type of school it meant that none of our family went beyond 
Grade Eight until we moved to the Stony Mountain farm. Just three 
of us out of twelve went to high school. In spite of the very weak 
academic background of this whole generation of the 34 grandchil
dren of Morris and Annie, all except two achieved at least one 
university degree with many earning masters and doctorate degrees 
in practically all the academic disciplines and professions. 

It was clear almost from the beginning of the life on the farm that 
there was little future in farming for the large family of boys. As they 
grew up an almost continuous pattern of emigration developed. 



The first to leave was Benjamin (Ben) the oldest. He was born 
in England in 1900, he was in his early teens in Camper and by the 
time he was 15 had gone to Saskatchewan to work, then to Winnipeg 
and then to Detroit, Michigan. He never lived on the Rosser farm at 
all. In Detroit he worked for a while in an automobile dealership and 
then opened his own gas station. According to Isaac, four years 

Jack. Morris. Annie ([nd Benjamin Tennen/IOI/se 

younger, who had also gone to Detroit, Ben had an unusual secret of 
success. In Isaac's words "Ben was absolutely honest - and people 
would come from all over to deal with him." Ben died of a heart 
attack when he was about 71 years of age. 

Jacob (Jack) was born in 1902 in London, England. He grew up 
on the homestead. Later he worked for a feed store, Chodisher's, in 
Winnipeg. In the early twenties he married Millie Swirsky and 
bought a farm located just across the highway from the Swirsky 
farm. His farm was a combination of grain and dairy, the milk being 
shipped to Winnipeg. He operated a threshing route for many years. 
He had a great natural mechanical aptitude and set up a good 
workshop, including blacksmith equipment with which he became 
highly skilled. Although others in the family timned he was the only 
one to actually live and raise his family in Rosser. He retired in 1967 
and moved to Winnipeg. After Millie's death he married Ray 
Swirsky, Milly's sister. 

Isaac, the third oldest, was also born in London, England. He was 
in his teens at Camper and briefly worked on the railway in 
Saskatchewan. He also went to Detroit where he worked first as a 
painter but later started his own auto repair shop, specializing in 
body work, at which he became highly skilled. He died in 1982. 

Abraham was born in 1905. He also went to Detroit but followed 
a different career than Ben and Isaac. He had begun keeping bees in 
Manitoba. He continued in Detroit but also developed a honey 
processing and wholesale business and a bee supply business. He 
became widely known for his skill with bees and because he had a 
flair for communicating his knowledge and enthusiasm he was much 
in demand as a speaker on beekeeping. A long and active life ended 
sadly in 1989 from Alzheimers Disease. 

Lazarus (Les) was born in 1907 and grew up in Camper and on 
the Rosser farm. He also was interested in beekeeping and built up 
a fair sized apiary. Later he went to Winnipeg and worked for the 
sugar factory for a number of years. He died of a heart attack in 1986. 

Joseph (Joe) was born in 1909 and was in his teens on the Rosser 
farm. In the early thirties he went to Detroit. His is an example of 
great accomplishment for one whose education did not go beyond 
the eighth grade. His first job in Detroit was pumping gas in a gas 
station. Then he got a job in a Chrysler plant as an hourly paid 
production worker. He then made the almost impossible, without a 
professional engineering degree, jump to the professional engineer
ing category. Rapid promotion under wartime conditions followed 
and he eventually retired as a senior engineer in a supervisory 
position. 

Harry was born in 1911. This meant that he was 12 or 13 when 
the family came to the Rosser district. In later years on the Stony 
Mountain farm he was engaged at various times, sometimes with 
one or more of the brothers, in a number of ventures. The first was 
poultry for which he had attended a short course at the agriculture 
college. Others were sheep ranching. cattle and lamb feeding. mink 
ranching and grain farming. Unfortunately he died in 1971 after a 
long battle with cancer during which he demonstrated what courage 
and determination could accomplish. At that time he was a partner 
with two other brothers in what had become quite a large grain farm. 
His leg had been amputated and we assumed that he would no longer 
be able to do actual farm work. But one day he tossed his crutches 
up on to a tractor, pulled himself up with his arms and drove off to 
a field. From then on he put in full days of field work. However the 
cancer returned in the form of lung cancer and this was one fight he 
could not win. 

David was born in 1913. He also attended Ulster School. He 
moved to the city where he trained as an electrician and eventually 
became an electrical contractor. He did much work in the district 
when the rural electrification program was started after the war. 

Alex was born in 1915 and attended Ulster School. He began 
mink ranching in the thirties at the Stony Mountain farm. Later he 
moved to Windsor. then to California where he was one of the first 
to successfully carryon mink ranching there. 

Samuel Pierce (Sam) was born in 1917. He attended Stony 
Mountain High School and served in the RCAF in the war. After the 
war he farmed for the rest of his working life. 

Dorothy was born in 1919. She attended Stony Mountain High 
School then took secretarial training in Winnipeg. She also went to 
Detroit where she lives today. 

I, Frank, was born in 1922. I attended Stony Mountain High 
School and served in the RCAF during the war. Following the war 
I went to the University'of Manitoba, graduating with a degree in 
agriculture. I continued to faI1l1 and in 1955 took a position as a 
sessional lecturer in the Agricultural Engineering Department. I 
continued for the next 33 years to farm in the summer and work at 
the university in the winter, retiring with the rank of Associate 
Professor in 1987. At the same time I retired from farming. Since 
then my wife and I have made Victoria. British Columbia our home 
in the winter, returning to Manitoba for the summer. 

The Tennenhouse Brothers' Partnership was formed by Harry. 
Sam and myself after the war. We engaged in a number of livestock 
enterprises but eventually concentrated on grain farming. We ex
panded the scale of operations until Harry' s death in 1971. After that 
we gradually reduced size finally either selling or renting the acreage 
left in 1987. We still hold the original home farm which is rented out 
but is still the site of gardens and picnics and barbecues. 

- Frank Tennenhouse 
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THE ARON E. THIESSEN FAMILY 

The Aron Thiessen's came to the Rosser district in the spring of 
1972 from Long Lake Farms Ltd. in the Raeburn area, where Aron 
was manager of a hog operation. Before that they farmed in the 
Belcourt area for 15 years. They bought the farm, NE 10-12-1 W, 
from Hedy's parents, the Henry Friesen's. 

Aron and Hedy were married in June, 1953. They are members 
of the Mennonite Church at Pigeon Lake where Aron was on the 
Church Council for a number of years. Hedy is active with the Ladies 
Aid and also was a Sunday School teacher for several years. 

In his younger years Aron played hockey and baseball, later he 
curled and more recently he golfed. He also was a good carpenter. 
Hedy's hobbies are gardening, knitting, crocheting and reading. 

In early spring of 1989, Aron was diagnosed with lung cancer and 
died two years later. 

The Thiessen's have four children: 
Larry was born in 1956. He graduated from Warren Collegiate 

in 1974 and farmed with his dad, purchasing the farm in 1988. He 
married Esther Haga from St. James in 1986. Esther is an Adminis
trative Assistant at the Manitoba Sports Federation. Their first child, 
Brett Aron, was born August 22, 1992. 

Sharon was born in 1958. She graduated from Warren Collegiate 
in 1976 and worked for several years before receiving her RN in 
1984. In the fall of 1984 she married Mike Lefley from Grosse Isle. 
Mike farms with Larry and is also a boilermaker. Sharon works at the 
Grace Hospital. 

Lois was born in 1962 and graduated from Warren Collegiate in 
1980. Lois is presently working at American Express Corporate 
Travel as an ADS Operator (Accounting). She married Richard 
Pettit from Sudbury, Ontario in 1989. Richard is currently Technical 
Director for the Manitoba Biathlon Association. They reside in 
Winnipeg. 

Patty was born in 1969 and graduated from MCI at Gretna in 
1987. She attended Herzing Career College, receiving her Medical 
Secretary Diploma in 1988. She married Grant Smith of St. James 
in 1990 and they reside in Winnipeg. Patty works for the Municipal 
Employees Benefits Board and Grant is currently attending Red 
River Community College. 

Lefi 10 Right: Lois Pellit. Hedv ThiessCII. Larry Thiessell. Esther Thiessell. AWII 
Thiessell. Sharoll Lefley. Mike L~f7cy alld Pally Smith. (illset) Richard Pellit. 
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CHARLES AND CLARITA TOUTANT 

c.E. Toutant and family moved to Grosse Isle during the month 
of November in 1930. Mr. Tountant took overthe duties of the CNR 
Station Agent from Mr. James McDonald. Three years later he 
purchased a farm consisting of 160 acres in the Rosser Municipality. 
During the years 1941 to 1942 the family built a home on the farm. 

The family members were Charles Emilien and Clarita Toutant, 
the eldest and only daughter, Lena, and five sons. The sons were 
Victor, Emile, Roland and Frederick and Richard, the two youngest, 
who were born in Grosse Isle. During the Second World War the 
family's eldest son, Victor, volunteered for active war service in the 
Canadian Armed Forces. He was honourably discharged at the end 
of the war. 

During the early 50's the farm in Rosser was sold to the Minaker 
family. In 1952 the Grosse Isle CNR railway station was closed and 
Mr. Toutant took over the duties of Station Agent at Warren. On 
December 26, 1954 Mr Toutant died and Mrs. Toutant moved to 
Winnipeg where she has resided since that time. Presently she 
resides with her son, Fred. All other family members reside in 
Winnipeg except Lena who lives in Edmonton and Emile who lives 
in Port Moody, British Columbia. 

Although the station at Grosse Isle was closed in 1952 the 
commencement of the Prairie Dog Central has kept the spirit of 
railroading alive for the residents of that community. 

- Ronald Toutant 

THE ROYSTON C.G. TURBETT FAMILY 

I was born in County Dublin, Ireland on March 15, 1885, went to 
boarding school in Bray County, Wicklow and came to Canada with 
my brother, John (always known as Mick), in April, 1903. We had 
taken up homesteads with the Barr Colony. The first contingent of 
the colony had emigrated to Canada the year previously and had 
been given a parcel of land in Saskatchewan near Lloydminster. 
However by 1903 the leader, the Reverend Mr. Barr, had fallen into 
ill repute and had been accused of some very shady deals and 
extortion from the colonists so leadership of the Colony had been 
given to another Anglican minster, Mr. Lloyd, and that is from 
whom Lloydminster got its name. 

We decided against going to the Colony and got jobs on farms at 
Oak Lake, Manitoba. I got $17.00 for the summer and $8.00 for the 
winter. In the spring of 1904 I came back to Winnipeg and, to fill in, 
took ajob at the Vulcan Ironworks as moulder's helper - wages were 
fourteen and a half cents an hour for a ten-hour day. This job did not 
appeal to me so I quit after a month. Next I got ajob at Deer Lodge 
Hotel which was situated where the Veterans' Hospital stands today. 
My job was looking after the stable and caring for the horses. There 
were no cars in Winnipeg and anyone coming there travelled by 
horse and buggy, either privately owned or hired from the many 
livery stables in the city. The driving horses and draft horses in 
Winnipeg in those days, I think, would have been very hard to beat 
anywhere. 

Deer Lodge was a rather historical and picturesque old structure, 
a long rambling building made entirely out oflarge oak logs, all hand 
hewn. It, I think, had originally been the residence of an old-time 
trader and buffalo hunter called McKay. The proprietor in 1904 was 
a Mr. Chadwick, known all over as Chad. He also kept a small 
collection of animals which I was also in charge of, a large buffalo 
bull, two bull moose, ajumping deer and the famous black bear. This 
black bear would sit down, take a bottle in his paws and drink just 
like a human being. Just west of Deer Lodge was the Strathcona 
Estate where quite a large herd of buffalo was kept. Their pasture 



was two miles long from Portage Avenue to Saskatchewan Avenue. 
The old bull at Deer Lodge called Sir Donald was an outlaw of this 
herd having been deposed and driven out by a younger more 
powerful animal. 

In the fall of 1904 I went out harvesting to High Bluff; wages were 
$1.75 for stooking and $2.00 for threshing. The winter of 1904 I 
worked for a Mr. Buchanan at St. Charles just east of the Roman 
Catholic Church. This property was later turned into a golf course. 
On the south side of Portage Avenue, Mr. Buchanan owned all the 
land from the riverbank stretching north to Sturgeon Creek. In the 
spring of 1905 my brother and I rented the north part of the Buchanan 
property bounded by the creek on the north and moved out there to 
start dairy farming. My brother already had six cows in the city. He 
kept them in a stable on the corner of Burrows Avenue and Main 
Street and peddled their milk by hand to the houses in the neighbour
hood. We increased our herd that summer to 14 head. Unfortunately 
there was no well on the property and the only water available was 
Sturgeon Creek. The Winnipeg Health Department would not 
permit us to operate a dairy under these conditions so in the fall we 
moved off. 

Our next location was in Rosser in the fall of 1905. We bought an 
old house, barn and one-half acre of land about one half mile west 
of the Whitehall Laundry. This land was then owned by a Frenchman 
called La Plume who was in the pig feeding business and kept a feed 
store right opposite to where the Grain Exchange is today on Rorie 
Street. There were no buildings in the district then and the cattle 
could graze in all directions. Our nearest neighbours were La Plume 
to the east, Mr. Johnson along the Creek and the Preston farms, now 
owned by the airport. In 1909 or 1910 we purchased ten acres on SE 
21-11-2E from Mr. McDougalt. This had been previously owned by 
Mr. Quinn and was part of the original Beveridge farm. Land values 
at that time were very high; all the rest of the farm south and east of 
us was subdivided into lots and five-acre blocks. The belief was that 
Winnipeg was spreading to the west and the outskirts would be 
around us in a few years. We paid $450.00 an acre for this property. 
We built a cow barn on the property 34 x 140 feet and a horse stable 
26 x 48 feet and went into dairying on a fairly large scale. Our nearest 
neighbours were the Robert Moores on NE 21-11-2E and the 
Lazenbys on SW 22-11-2E; the Middleton farm on the W 1/221-11-
2E; one half mile to the north, the Atkinsons; and a mile to the west, 
the Ridges and the Livingstones. 

At that time coyotes were quite plentiful and took their toll of 
poultry, sheep, etc. To add a little fun to our lives we procured a 
couple of wolfhounds and, in the late fall and winter, hunted the 
elusive prairie wolf. I rode a saddle horse and my brother drove a 
team hitched to a covered-in jumper in which we carried the hounds 
and then the fun began, sometimes with rather humorous results. In 
one case we had managed to capture a wolf alive. At the time we had 
a big Irishman working for us who was supposed to suffer very badly 
with lumbago. I was pretty sure he was rather putting it on. On 
arriving home with the wolf I was told by the housekeeper that 
Mulligan had retired to bed in great pain so I decided to effect a cure. 
I took the wolf upstairs and put him in Mulligan's room and closed 
the door. I have never seen anyone cured of lumbago so quickly. He 
jumped out of bed and descended the stairs three at a time muttering 
to himself "Begorra, he'll ate me." 

In the winter of 1926 I decided to visit old Ireland for the second 
time. At that time Canada was shipping a lot of cattle to England and 
I got ajob on a cattle boat. The crossing generally took about ten days 
and the work consisted of helping to feed and water the cattle. You 
got a free passage over and back and time to visit when over there. 
In my case the trip was rather eventful. We sailed from Halifax on 
January 26 and, on the morning of January 30, ran into a terrific 
storm. It broke the rudder post and rudder on our ship, The 

Manchester Producer, dismantled part of the bridge, put the wireless 
out of commission, carried away the railings on the port side and 
washed a section of the cattle sheds and the cattle into the Atlantic. 
We drifted out of control for a couple of days then the steward 
managed to fix the wireless to send out short SOS messages. On 
February 4 the first vessel came to us, a German ship, the S.S. 
Hanover. Altogether five different ships came and tried to take us in 
tow but, owing to heavy seas running at that time of year and not 
being property equipped for towing, they all broke away. Finally 
they sent out a deep sea tug, a Dutch vessel, the Zwartze Zee. She 
took us in tow on February 18 and towed us to the nearest land, Fayal 
in the Azore Islands, where we arrived on February 25, pretty well 
out offeed for both man and beast. We were outfitted there with food 
and water for the remaining cattle and supplies for the crew. The 
Zwartze Zee then took us in tow again on March 4 to Liverpool 
where three smaller tugs pulled us up the ship canal to Manchester. 
We arrived there on March 14, 1926 having thrown 190 head of 
cattle overboard on the way. 

On March 19, 1926 I finally arrived at my brother's farm home 
at Kilmashogue, Rathfarnham, Co. Dublin where I visited until 
August. During this time I met and became engaged to my future 
wife, Kathleen Mary Manders, who lived in Dublin. In December, 
1927 I returned to Ireland and we were married on January 4, 1928. 
I brought my bride out to Manitoba in March of that year. We lived 
for a while with my brother, Richard, and his wife, Mollie. in part of 
the Charlie Lawrence house which my brother had rented. Late in 
1929 we purchased a bungalow in Brooklands and had it moved by 
Litz and Company onto the farm. 

The method of moving houses in those days was rather unique. 
The building was jacked up and heavy timbers put underneath. The 
building was then lowered onto heavy planks with round rollers 
between the timbers and planks. A cat was hooked on and a group 
of men kept carrying planks and rollers ahead of the outfit and laying 
them down. Several more men brushed a mixture of soft soap onto 
the planks with white wash brushes. This method was known as 
soaping. There was absolutely no vibration or shaking to the 
structure and I remember Mr. Litz telling me that you could leave 
your dishes on the shelves and none would fall off. 

There were many new experiences for Kay that first year. She had 
never experienced her washing freezing on the line. the sun setting 
behind the horizon of a flat land, or the immense flights of geese in 
the spring. I had hoped to take her on a wolf hunt but by 1929 the 
wolves seemed to have pretty well left this part of the country. 
Possibly the appearance of an Irish girl was too much for them. 

In 1930 our eldest son, George Royston. was born. followed 
nearly two years later by Charles Hugh. 

Life on a Manitoba farm at that time was fairly routine. Imple
ments were horse drawn. A family highlight was a visit from my 
sister in 1933. The grasshoppers were at their peak that summer. I 
remember my sister gazing in awe at the sight of our white bungalow 
nearly black with hoppers crawling up it. The crops took an awful 
beating in spite of all the poison bait we spread and the eggs from the 
hens became inedible from the amount of insects they ate. 

In the fall of 1934 Kay took the two little boys over to Ireland for 
a visit with her mother and relatives and I followed later. 

During the war years we carried on the farm and dairying on a 
smaller scale. It was during this period that the old type threshing 
gangs gave way to neighbours helping one another as there was a 
shortage of men. My wife helped at the local Red Cross Women's 
work group and took part in a home nursing course conducted by the 
late Mrs. Glen Graham, R.N. We have been long-time members of 
St. Thomas Church, Weston, where I served for sometime on the 
vestry, my wife being an ACW member. She is also an original 
member of the Mount Lildon Women's Institute which she repre-
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sented on the District Board from 1953 to 1955. 
In 1954 the Department of Transport took an option on 230-odd 

acres of our land including all the buildings. The deal was finalized 
the following year and we purchased our present home at Lilyfield 
from Mr. Wilf Oades in 1955. My brother, Mick, having died in 
1948, I have continued fanning with our sons, George and Hugh, up 
to the present time. 

- Royston Turbett, 1971 

Roystoll alld Kathleell TlIrhell 

Royston continued to help run the farm and took a great interest 
in the Holstein-Friesian cattle herd. He was past president of and an 
Honourary Life Member of the Manitoba Dairy Breeders Associa
tion and a member of the Holstein-Friesian Association. In March, 
1975 he celebrated his 90th birthday with a party given by his family. 
Later that year he became ill and passed away on September 22, 
1975. 

I am still living in my own house on the farm with my two sons 
and their wives on either side of me. 

Since my husband brought me out to Canada in 1928 I have seen 
many changes in farm life. The horses, of which Royston was very 
fond, gave place to tractors. He used to say, "You cannot talk to a 
tractor as you work the fields." Electricity, when it came to the 
farms, made a very big difference - hand milking changed to 
machines - and it was labour saving in many other ways. 

While I have continued my interest and connection with St. 
Thomas Church in Weston and also MountLildon Women's Insti
tute, I am no longer able to take a very active part in them, nor can 
I enjoy working in the garden as before due to numerous orthopaedic 
surgeries and advancing age. However, I still enjoy seeing my 
friends and getting out and about by car now and then. 

When Royston brought me out from Ireland as a bride we were 
just two and now the family has grown to fourteen - four generations. 
I was pleased in March, 1984 to become a great grandmother with 

the birth of a great granddaughter and again in February, 1987 with 
the birth of a great grandson. 

Last year, 1990, there were two family weddings when my only 
granddaughter, Kathleen, married in a gracious garden ceremony to 
John Tataryn in July and my grandson Kenneth married Brenda 
Neabel in November. 

I wonder if I will be here to see the family grow larger still. I am 
now living on borrowed time as I am about to celebrate my 90th 
birthday on December 3, 1991. I have much to be thankful for -many 
happy memories over forty-seven and a half years of marriage and 
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the wonderful support and tender loving care of my family since my 
husband passed away. 

- update by Kathleen Turbett 

George Royston and Ellen (Morris) 
George Royston Turbett was born the elder of two sons of Irish 

parentage the winter of 1930. His mother, Kathleen Mary Turbett, 
made the trip to the hospital the night he was born in the back of a 
horse-drawn sleigh. The family car was kept running in the summer 
months only, anti-freeze being non-existent, and town trips were a 
rarity made on the milk wagon or by local train. 

George spent his growing up years on his father's farm at Moore 
Siding. Summers were spent at Victoria Beach. At the age of four he 
made a boat trip to Ireland with his mother and brother. 

George took his elementary schooling at Little Mountain School 
and high school at Isaac Newton in Winnipeg, boarding in town with 
friends. A few years were spent working in Winnipeg and a year on 
a grain farm in Saskatchewan. He returned home deciding to make 
grain farming, in partnership with his father and brother, his occu
pation. 

In 1953 he married Ellen Morris from Transcona. George and 
Ellen lived the early years of their married life on Minto Street in 
Winnipeg, commuting to the fann. In 1955, when the airport took 
over the Turbett farmstead, the Oades farm at Lilyfield was pur
chased. George and Ellen lived in the home already on the farmstead 
for one and a half years until, in 1957, they purchased the Brownlee 
house which was originally situated one mile south of Geyser 
Avenue in St. James and moved it to the spot where it now stands, 
adding on and remodelling. Granaries were built and a machine shed 
erected. The largest granary directly north of the George Turbett 
home is the building which was originally Gerrie School. The grove 
of white spruce trees, which surround the house on the north and east 
sides, were brought by truck from Arborg when they were about a 
foot high when roads in that area were being built. They were planted 
in the spring of 1957. 

George and Ellen have three children: Glen, Kathleen and Scott. 
Glen and Kathleen took their elementary schooling at Phipps School 
in Lilyfield and completed their education in Stonewall. Scott took 
his elementary schooling and high school in Stonewall. 

The George TllriJell Family 

George has held office in the local Farmer's Union, has been a 
member of Seed and Crop Improvement Clubs, an elder of Lily field 



United Church and also on the Board of Stewards. He served six 
years on Rosser Municipal Council from 1974 to 1980. George has 
been chairperson of the Manitoba Pool Sub District for a number of 
years and also serves on the Rosser Pool Local Committee. The 
family transferred to Stonewall United Church in 1974 and George 
served a term as Chairman of Congregational Council and is a choir 
member. His wife, Ellen, is a WI member, is very involved in 
watercolor painting, was a member of the Grosse Isle Art Group and 
has exhibited at various location in Winnipeg and Manitoba. George 
and Ellen enjoy Old Tyme dancing and square dancing and the 
whole family enjoys camping, boating and water skiing - the 
Whiteshell area being a favourite vacation spot. 

In 1979 Glen married Susan Eckhardt from Transcona. Glen was 
employed for some years with Canada Packers until the plant closed 
and is now employed with Gainers Inc. Glen and Sue own their own 
home in the Maples area of Winnipeg and have a daughter, Lindsay, 
born in March, 1984 and a son, Jeffrey, born in February, 1987. 

Kathleen is a graduate of Child Care from Red River College and 
had been assistant director and director of Freighthouse Day Nurs
ery in Winnipeg. In July, 1990 Kathleen married John Tataryn of 
Argyle. John farms with his father and brother on the family farm at 
Argyle and Kathleen and John currently reside in their own home 
there. 

Scott is an avid sports enthusiast, playing hockey and soccer in 
Stonewall for many years, also participating in school track meets. 
Following his graduation from Stonewall Collegiate in 1986, Scott 
attended the University of Winnipeg for four years obtaining his 
Arts Degree (Honours) with a major in Political Science. He is 
currently completing the second year of a Masters program in 
Political Science at Carleton University in Ottawa where he also has 
a teaching assistantship. 

Charles Hugh and Audrey (Wright) 
Charles Hugh Turbett was born when the family was farming on 

21-11-2E. The CPR main line and a CNR branch line cut through 
their land which, though a hazard and a nuisance in some ways, did 
provide convenient transportation. Moore Siding was next to the 
farm and, until about 1948, served as a stop for passengers and 
supplies. 

For nine years Hugh attended Little Mountain School which was 
situated at the northeast corner of their land. Here he took part in 
salvage drives and Junior Red Cross which helped broaden the usual 
education given. In winter the chief interests were skating and 
hockey; in spring, baseball took over. The well, never a good one, 
offered such trophies as drowned mice, crickets, etc., which pro
vided some excitement but should some luckless gopher show its 
head all else was forgotten and the chase was on. 

The next few years he attended high schools in Winnipeg, riding 
in from the farm on his bike. During the coldest months he stayed in 
town with friends. The longer he stayed in the city, the more sure he 
became that what he really wanted was to be a farmer. This ambition 
was realized when he went into partnership with his father. His main 
interest soon centered on building up a good registered Holstein 
herd. This led him to join the Manitoba Branch of the Holstein 
Friesian Association and the Manitoba Dairy Cattle Breeders Asso
ciation. He has been a director of the latter for a good many years and 
has served as president in both organizations. He has also been 
president of the local branch of the Farmers Union. 

In 1955 when the main part of the farm was purchased to extend 
the airport, the family bought a farm at 29-12-2E from Mr. W.A. 
Oades. The winter of 1958-59 Hugh had a home built on the same 
farm next door to his parents and in February, 1959 he married 
Audrey Jane Wright. She became very interested in the farm work 
and especially the cattle. The following year their registered herd, 

Lilyfield Holsteins, was put on the Official Rate of Production 
recording program. Since then Hugh and Audrey have worked 
together to improve the herd through genetics and management with 
considerable success. 

Audrey was brought up in Summerland, British Columbia. 
During this time she was active in CGIT, her church choir and Army 
Cadets, also taking part in salvage drives, Red Cross, etc. In 1944 she 
joined the Canadian Army Corp, serving mostly on the east coast, 
first with the Artillery as kine-theodolite and radar operator and, 
after the Armistice, in occupational therapy at a Halifax military 
hospital. Following her discharge she returned to Toronto and later 
Vancouver to complete her formal education. She became an active 
member in the Women's Institute. 

For several years Audrey was secretary and then president of the 
Winnipeg Interlake Region Women's Institute. Later she served on 
the Provincial Board. From 1986-88 she was Provincial President of 
the Women's Institute. In that capacity she headed the voting 
delegation from Manitoba at the World Conference of the Associ
ated Country Women of the World, currently having a membership 
of over nine million with members in 66 countries. The ACWW 
Conference in 1986 was held in Kilarney, Ireland. While there 
Audrey took a tour of southern Ireland to become more know ledge
able of the beautiful country Hugh's parents came from as well as 
some of her own ancestors. The following year she was voting 
delegate at the ACWW Council meeting in Reading, England. 
While in England she took the opportunity to go on a tour through 
England and Scotland. 

Hugh and Audrey have one son, Kenneth Wayne, who took his 
first year of schooling at Phipps in 1966-67. The following year 
Phipps was closed and he was transferred to Stonewall to continue 
his studies. 

Ken, Audrey and Hugh Turhell 

Kenneth Wayne decided to remain working on the family farm. 
To this end, after finishing high school in Stonewall, he took a one
year course in farm mechanics at Brandon and then a one-year 
course in welding at Red River College. This training has proven of 
tremendous value in mending, adding refinements to or creating 
new implements for the farm. 

Ken helped with and later became supervisor of the livestock 
shown at the Red River Exhibition in Winnipeg. This was an 
interesting diversion for two weeks each June for about twelve 
years. Ken has served as Director of the Interlake Dairy Club of 
which Audrey and Hugh are also members. 

On November 17, 1990 Ken and Brenda Dawn Neabel were 
married. You often hear of a bride wearing her mother's wedding 
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gown - this time, it was the groom who wore his father's wedding 
suit. Brenda's father, John Neabel, works for the Department of 
Agriculture in various parts of the province so Brenda became 
familiar with several communities while growing up. Her schooling 
was mainly in Killarney and Brandon. After high school graduation 
she took nurses training, obtaining her RN and later her Bachelor of 
Nursing. She recently returned to working part-time after the birth 
of their first child, Graham James, on July 31, 1992. Brenda works 
at St. Boniface Hospital, specializing in sick newborn infant care. 

Ken and Brenda TlIrhell 

Ken and Brenda have been very active in the Manitoba Rural 
Youth Organization working with several committees. Brenda 
served as President in 1990-1991 of this very worthwhile organiza
tion that has programs well balanced between educational subjects 
and social activities for young adults. 

ARMSTRONG AND ANNIE TURNBULL 

Henry Turnbull was born in Newcastleton, Scotland in 1825. He 
immigrated to Perth, Ontario in 1851 where he married Ellen Allen 
in 1856. He is listed as a tailor living in Wolford, Ontario in the 
census of 1861. Ellen died in 1916 at 80 years of age. They had five 
sons and one daughter: Thomas, John, William, Andrew, Walter and 
Elizabeth. Thomas was a civil engineer working as a surveyor and 
supervisor in the construction of the CPR railroad in Nova Scotia 
and Newfoundland and later for the CNR in Ontario, all the western 
provinces and the Yukon. J olm, also a civil engineer, was prominent 
in the building of the Crow's Nest Pass railroad. Andrew and Walter 
came west in 1888 followed by their father and mother and William 
in 1889 and by Elizabeth and her husband, Robert Allan, in 1891. 
Elizabeth was a school teacher prior to her marriage. Andrew, 
Walter and the Allans all settled in the Rathwell district as fanners. 
William, after a few years offarming, moved to Brandon as a grain 
buyer and later, superintendent of Brandon Pumping Station. 

Walter Armstrong (Walter) was born in June, 1867 and came to 
Rathwell, Manitoba in 1888 and started farming. In 1889 he returned 
to Ontario where he married Annie Moodie. They moved back to 
Rathwell where two children were born to them: Thomas Henry 
(Carl) in 1890 and Walter Armstrong (Arn1strong) in 1892. Annie 
died in 1894. 

In 1895 WaIter returned to Ontario where he married Elizabeth 
Ferrier and again returned to Rathwell to fann. Walter and Elizabeth 
had four children: Isaac, Helen, Annie and John. Carl, Annstrong, 
Isaac and John all farmed at Rathwell although Carl later moved to 
Treherne where he managed a Co-op Store. Armstrong completed 
high school and business school and later, as noted below, moved to 
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Rosser. Helen married Alan Galbraith of New Brunswick. Annie, 
who didn't marry, and John stayed on the home farm until the death 
of their parents. Walter, the father of Armstrong, died in 1942. 

Annie Cavanagh's grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Cavanagh, 
came to Gladstone, Manitoba from Carp Valley, Ontario. They had 
11 children, one of whom stayed in Ontario and two of whom died 
in Gladstone. In 1882, they moved to Rathwell with their eight 
children: Catherine (Mrs. Irvine Scarrow), Mary (Mrs. James 
MacKay), Elizabeth (Mrs. Sylvester Litton), Georgina (Mrs. William 
Dier), Arthur, Jim, Tom and John Robert. 

John Robert was Annie Cavanagh's father. He married Louisa 
Woolway in 1896. Louisa came from London, England in 1891 with 
her mother and two sisters to join her brother, Thomas, who came to 
Canada in 1887. Mr. and Mrs. John Cavanagh had a family of six 
sons and four daughters: Tom, Elizabeth, George, Annie, Emily, 
Mable (Mrs. Edwin Wilson), John, Jim, Richard and Edward. Tom 
and Elizabeth died as children. 

Annie Cavanagh was born at Rathwell in 1898, graduated from 
Manitoba Normal School in 1916 and taught school from then until 
her marriage to Armstrong Turnbull in 1919. Amrstrong and Annie 
farmed at Rathwell until 1929. 

Armstrong Turnbull married Annie Cavanagh of Rathwell in 
1919. They had three children there: Lloyd, born in 1920; Florence, 
born in 1922; and Doris, born in 1926. In 1929 the family moved to 
Rosser where they farmed at West Rosser until 1933 when they 
moved into town. 

Life at West Rosser was lots of fun. The families took turns 
holding dances at their houses. The children went too and when they 
were tired just went to sleep among the guests' coats. Dances were 
also held in the one-room school. On the way to one such dance the 
families from the south of the school, all riding in one sleigh behind 
a team of horses, got dumped in a snowbank. One memorable night 
all the dancers stood out on the school steps watching a magnificent 
display of northern lights. The children often stayed at one anothers' 
houses overnight. On one visit Ross McClary gave boys' haircuts to 
all the girls. One school day most of the children fell through the 
rubber ice in a nearby field and had to be put to bed at Ed McDonald's 
house until their clothing dried. After school each night, Lloyd 
Turnbull and Ernie Childerhose hitched their horses to buggies or 
cutters and raced out the gate and down the road wheel-to-wheel 
with their sisters hanging on afraid for their lives. 

In 1933 AI]l1strong and Annie took over the boarding house in 
Rosser. This place was a home for the teachers and others and 
housed a small confectionary store, a pool-room and the Canadian 
Oil agency with gasoline pump. In 1935 this building was bought by 
Mr. W.T. Leslie who changed it into a grocery store. The family 
spent a few lonesome months in Winnipeg, then moved back to 
Rosser in the spring of 1936 to happily share the big house next to 
the general store with Orton and Violet Bergey and family. What a 
good time that was! Armstrong had retained the Canadian Oil 
agency, did some general trucking and also had a contract to carry 
the mail. In 1938 the family bought the house which had been built 
and owned by Mr. Sandy Frain. This house and Rosser became home 
and still seems so because of the good fun the family had while living 
there. The fun included softball, baseball, ice skating, hockey, 
broom ball, kick-the-can, swimming, dancing, curling and just vis
iting around. Each member of the family has too many great 
memories of Rosser to record them here. The Beachell fann and 
family were the centre of many of these activities. 

Almstrong and Annie tried to be useful citizens, as Mom Turnbull 
put it. Annie was honoured with life memberships in both the United 
Church Women and the Women's Institute. In 1977, she was 
presented with a Certificate of Merit for 55 years of service in the 
Canadian Red Cross. Annstrong died in 1959. Annie continued to 



live in their old Rosser house until 1967 when she sold that house off 
the property and had a new house built. She lived in her new house 
until 1981 when she and Violet Bergey moved into McClure Place 
in Winnipeg across the hall from each other. Gerald Hallick is said 
to have claimed that the Rosser zip code, ROH lEO stood for Rosser 
Old Hens Idolize Each Other. This referred to Annie Turnbull, 
Florence Wedge and Violet Bergey who, in their later years in 
Rosser, met every evening for talk, tea and goodies. Annie Turnbull 
died in May, 1991. 

Armstrol/g, Jeal/ al/d Lloyd, AI/I/ie al/d Doris Turnhull 

Lloyd attended West Rosser and Rosser Village Schools. In 1940 
he joined the Merchant Marine which he served for nearly a year. 
After his trip to Greenland on a lake boat, Mrs. Burns came in one 
day to find his mom and Florence both crying because they had just 
learned that his next trip was to South America. He didn't go. He 
joined the Canadian Air Force in 1941, serving on the Queen 
Charlotte Islands and in Vancouver and Calgary. While in Vancou
ver he married Jean Pow, daughter of the Reverend Erskine Pow of 
Calgary. Lloyd received his discharge in 1945 and settled in Winni
peg where he worked for the Greater Winnipeg Transit Company, 
first as a streetcar and bus operator and later as trainer and supervi
sor. 

Lloyd and Jean have two grown children: Robert is in banking 
and lives in Richmond, British Columbia with his family; and 
Margaret, a teacher lives in Winnipeg. Their two grandchildren are 
in Richmond. 

At this time, 1991, Lloyd and Jean are retired and living in 
Winnipeg. 

Florence (Fliss) had all of her high school years in Rosser in one 
room with one teacher, Laura Lemon. Other important adult influ
ences of her Rosser life were a close friendship with Anna and 
Norman Corbett and having Violet Bergey for a Sunday School 

Fliss al/d Nate Hall 

teacher. After graduating from the Universities of Manitoba and 
Minnesota in Home Economics she taught at the University of 
Minnesota for five years. She then studied Economics for two years 
at the University of California at Berkeley. She moved to Seattle in 
1952 where she taught Family and Consumer Economics at the 
University of Washington for 26 years, then worked for the Internal 
Revenue Service until her retirement. In 1960 she married Dr. 
Nathan Hall, Professor of Pharmacy. "Nate" already had two teen
age children, Dennis and Pamella. Fliss and Nate now have six 
grandchildren, all adopted. They are both retired and living in 
Seattle. 

Doris was the most important Rosser citizen of Annie and 
Armstrong's three children. She lived there until her death in 1986. 
After her school years there and after graduating in Home Econom
ics from the University of Manitoba, she completed a one year 
internship at the Hudson Bay Company to become a dietitian. She 
then married Alan Beachell, her high school sweetheart, and settled 
on the Beachell farm. 

Doris lived her life for her family and her community. She was 
a 4-H leader for 20 years and was a Life Member of the Women's 
Institute. She was an active member of the United Church Women, 
the Rosser Curling Club and the Community Club and the Meadows 
Community Club. She also was a strong supporter of Alan's political 
activities. After "Gram" Turnbull moved to Winnipeg, Doris and 
family made Rosser still feel like home to "Gram", Lloyd and Fliss, 
Four children were born to the Doris and Alan; Bonnie, Laurie, Jim 
and Lee. They and their families are important members of the 
Rosser community. Their stories are included in the Beachell 
history. 

TODD AND LYNNE TURNER 

Todd was born on June 14, 1962 and is the youngest son of Rae 
and Julie Turner of Boissevain. Todd has one sister, Kim, and one 
brother, Brad, all of Boissevain. Todd spent his school years in 
Alexander and Boissevain. 

On September 2, 1989 Todd maITied Lynne Curlier. Lynne was 
born on May 13, 1964 and is the oldest daughter of Laura and the late 
Pkiel Curlier. Lynne has one sister, Leanne. Lynne spent her school 
years in Boissevain. 

On August 31, 1991 Kyle Gregory was born and is the first child 
for Lynne and Todd. 

The spring of 1992 brought the Turners to Meadows. Todd buys 
grain for N.M. Paterson and Sons. Lynne is staying at home now and 
enjoying the time with Kyle. 

Todd alld Lyl/I/e Turner al/d SOli Kyle Gregory 
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AL AND EDITH UGRIN 

Edith was born in Rosser and attended school at St. Charles 
Convent. She took teacher training at Normal School in Tuxedo and 
graduated in 1954, making teaching Grade One her career. 

Edith married Albin Ugrin in 1959. AI was a bricklayer but later 
became head custodian of Shaftesbury High School in Tuxedo. AI 
and Edith both retired in June, 1991. They reside in Winnipeg. 

They have three children: 
Edward was born in 1961. He graduated from the University of 

Manitoba with a degree in Mechanical Engineering. He owns and 

Edith, AI, Patricia, emhie, Edward, Briwi 
Bryal/, /-Ieidi (il/Fol/t) 

operates his own business, Automated Design Systems Ltd., in 
Winnipeg. He married Catherine Martens in 1983. Cathie is a 
Registered Nurse at St. Boniface Hospital. They have two children: 
Heidi, age seven, and Bryan, age five. They reside in Charleswood. 

Brian was born in 1964. He also graduated from the University 
of Manitoba with a degree in Mechanical Engineering. He works for 
his brother, Edward. 

Patricia was born in 1966. She received a Certificate as a Health 
Care Aide from the Red River Community College and is working 
at Central Park Lodge in Winnipeg. Brian and Patricia both live at 
home. 

ROY AND GAIL UNGER 

June, 1988 brought two new residents to the Municipality of 
Rosser when Roy and Gail Unger settled in their new home on NE 
25-23-1 W. The 20 acres of land had been purchased from Ben 
Nichol and Helen Harris in 1986. Roy and Gail started building their 
house in September, 1987. 

Roy, son of Avery and Frances Unger, being a resident of 
Stonewall attended Grassmere, Grosse Isle and Warren Schools. 
After graduation he worked in Winnipeg and Thompson, then 
returned to Winnipeg. After several years of selling various elec
tronic products and livestock equipment, Roy opened his own 
business, Agri-Tech Industries, in Winnipeg in 1986. In 1989 the 
business was moved to the home yard north of Rosser. 

Gail hailed from Brandon as a youngster, moved to Winnipeg, the 
West Coast and returned to Winnipeg. She is presently employed 
with Nemco Resources Limited, in Winnipeg. 

488 

In 199 I they ventured into the U-Pick Strawberry business and 
planted their first acre of strawberry plants. By the time this book is 
published, they should have another acre planted and their first crop 
of strawberries harvested. 

They are both involved in Mens, Ladies and Mixed Curling in 
Rosser. Roy is currently president of the Community Club. Gail is 
involved with the operation and scheduling of Ladies Curling. 

Roy has two sons, Andy and T.J. (Jeff), who currently reside in 
Ontario. Gail has one son, Shawn, who lives in Headingley. 

VOTH 

Jacob and Maria Voth 
Jacob and Maria Voth came to Canada from the Ukraine in June 

of 1925. They lived briefly at Elm Creek and, in the fall of the same 
year, moved to Millbrook (near Dugald) where they farmed for the 
next three years. 

In the fall of 1928, with their family of seven children, they 
moved to the McClary place, one mile south of Meadows. In the fall 
of 1936 they moved to the Bevan's place, two and one-half miles 
southeast of Meadows. 

While living at Meadows they had three more children. Jacob 
Voth passed away in December 1955. Mrs. Voth remained on the 
farm until 1965 when she moved to Winnipeg with her daughter, 
Mary. Mrs. Voth passed away in 1977 at the age of 86. Her daughter, 
Mary, is retired and lives in the city. 

The Voths had ten children: Jacob, Peter, Abraham (deceased at 
age 72 in 1988), Mary, George, Frank, Henry, John, Anne and Lena 
(deceased at age 8 in 194 I). 

\loth Fall/ily 
Back Row: George, Eli:aheth, Lydia. /-Iel/ry, Anne. Nick 
Middle Roll': Ahe. Johl/, Luise, Frank, Kathie 
Frolll Roll': Mary, Mary. Jake, Mary, Margaret, Peter 

Reverend Jacob and Mary (Unger) 
Jacob (Jake), born in 1912, emigrated to Canada from Russia 

with his parents in 1925. In 1928 his family moved to Meadows 
where they farmed the old McClary place. In 1938 Jake married 
Mary Unger, born 19 I 6. Mary had come to Canada from Russia with 
her parents and brothers and sisters in 1924, settling in Steinbach, 
Manitoba. 

Jake and Mary had eight children: Otto was born in 1939, lives 
in Winnipeg and is employed by Old Dutch Foods. Lena was born 
in 194 I and died two years later. Anne was born in 1944 and married 



Harold, /relle, AIIII, 0110, Tilla, Arthllr, Albert 
Silting: Jacob alld Mary Voth 

Ken Douma in 1964, They are living in Winnipeg and have four 
daughters. Irene was born in 1945 and married Peter Krahn in 1964. 
They are living in Winnipeg and have one son and three daughters. 
Tina was born in 1946 and married Erwin Letkeman in 1966. They 
are living in Winnipeg and have two sons and one daughter. Arthur 
was born in 1948 and married Kuan Sing Ma in 1991. They are living 
in Selkirk, Arthur is employed by B & M Equipment Ltd, Harold 
was born in 1951 and is living in Warren. He is employed by Leo's 
Sales and Service. Albert was born in 1953 and married Lori Johnson 
in 1977. Albert is employed as a fireman. They are living in 
Winnipeg and have two sons and one daughter. 

In 1967 Jake and Mary moved to the Woodroyd area where they 
operated a mixed farm. In 1980 they moved to Warren with Harold 
and Arthur. They still reside there with Harold. 

Jake was ordained by the Schoenfelder Mennonite Church in 
1942 as Minister and served his congregation faithfully until he 
retired in 1986. 

Peter and Margaret (Becker) 
Peter came to the Meadows area in 1928 as a lad of 14 years. His 

father had rented a 420-acre farm one mile south of Meadows from 
John McClary. In 1931 his father bought the farm from Mr. McClary. 
In the meantime, the older sons had to go and find work on 
neighbouring farms to supplement the income. 

Wages were low in those years. In 1933 Peter worked for a farmer 
for seven months and, at the end of the season, received $175.00, but 
it was enough to buy a secondhand car for his father. In the winter 
of 1934-35 Peter and his brother, Abe, chopped down trees along the 
river for firewood and received 50 cents a load. Those were hard 
times but everyone was happy. 

In 1937 the Voth family bought more land from Mr. Bevan and 
moved to that property. Peter married Margaret Becker from 
Marquette in 1940 and they moved into a little house on 18-12-1 W. 
Peter built a little barn and a henhouse but when the boys grew up 
they built a big barn and, in 1965, they built a new house. 

Peter served on the Meadows School Board for a number of years 
and encouraged the formation of the Rosser Municipal School 
District so that high school education was more readily available for 
the Meadows area. He also helped resurrect the Meadows skating 
rink in the late 40's and early 50's. 

In 1990 Peter and Margaret celebrated their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary. Peter is now semi-retired but they still live on the farm 
with their youngest son, George. They have six children: 

Jake attended school in Meadows and Rosser and completed his 
high school education at Mennonite Collegiate Institute in Gretna. 
He then continued to farm with his father while he worked as a 
service salesman for Westport Chrysler and then as a territory 
manager for Nutrena Feeds. While at Nutrena Feeds he earned the 
Canadian Salesman of the Year award. 

Back Roll': Arthur Kalhler.Jlldya!l{/Jake VOlh, Rila alldJohll VOlh, George, Arnold 
alld Peler 
Frolll Row: Margarel Kalhier, Margarel alld Peler Volh, Rllih VOlh. Vicki VOlh 

Jake married Judy Hamm from Winnipeg in 1969. In 1972 they 
purchased the "Voth farm" (the Bevan place) from Uncle Henry 
Voth and moved to live on the farm in 1975. Besides farming Jake 
remains active in his duties at Pigeon Lake Schoenfelder Mennonite 
Church. 

Jake and Judy have two children: Marilisa was born on August 
21,1975. She attended school in Rosser, Grosse Isle and Warren and 
is completing her high school education at the Mennonite Collegiate 
Institute. Marilisa was active in Rosser 4-H Guys and Gals and 
enjoyed local baseball. She enjoys music, both playing piano and 

.fake, Marilisa 

.flldy alld Chrislopher Volh 

singing. Marilisa enjoys working with children and especially 
enjoyed teaching Vacation Bible School in the Woodlands area. 
Christopher was born on September I, 1976. He also attended 
school in Rosser, Grosse Isle and Warren and is completing his high 
school education at the Mennonite Collegiate Institute. Chris was 
active in the Rosser 4-H Guys and Gals and enjoyed local baseball 
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and curling. Chris likes to be active in school sports and enjoys 
woodworking and farming. 

Peter attended school at Meadows, Rosser and Warren. He 
obtained his CMA and is currently working for Manitoba Tel
ephones as a ICM Methods Manager. Peter married Victoria Schmidt 
and lives in Winnipeg. They have two children, Peter and Nancy. 
Peter Jr. has completed a Computer Technology program and is now 
working in Alberta. Nancy is attending the University of Winnipeg 
where she is majoring in Anthropology. 

Margaret attended schools in Meadows, Rosser and Westgate 
Collegiate in Winnipeg. She married Arthur Kathler and they farm 
in Arnaud, Manitoba. Margaret is also a Home Care Worker in the 
Arnaud area. They have three children: Darlene married Arnold 
Tiessen and they live in Winnipeg. Arnold works for Manitoba 
Hydro. Jeff married Jennifer Friesen, received his diploma in Agri
culture and lives in Winnipeg. Jeff is a purchasing agent for Van 
Waters and Rodgers Ltd. 
Rodney lives in Arnaud and is completing a Computer Accounting 
course. 

Arnold attended school in Meadows, Rosser, Grosse Isle and 
Warren. He married Ruth Wiens and is a dairy farmer in Woodlands. 
Arnold is also a minister in the Pigeon Lake Schoenfelder Mennonite 
Church. They have three children: David married to Heather 
Hickman, obtained his diploma in Agriculture and is currently 
working in Calgary. Dianna is currently attending the University of 
Manitoba to obtain her Bachelor of Music and Bachelor of Educa
tion. Eric is currently farming at home. 

John attended school at Meadows, Rosser, Warren and Westgate 
Collegiate in Winnipeg. He obtained his Bachelor of Science and 
Bachelor of Education degree and is living and teaching in Morris, 
Manitoba. He married Rita Bergen and they have three children -
Anita, Jessica and Heidi - who are all attending school in Morris, 
Manitobcl. 

George attended school in Meadows, Rosser and Warren. George 
then purchased land in the Meadows area and is currently farming 
there and living with his parents. 

Abraham and Mary (Warkentin) 
Abraham married Mary Warkentin in 1941. He worked in the 

Meadows and Marquette district and then, in 1946, moved to 
Boissevain to farm. Abraham passed away on February 20, 1988. 
Mary currently lives in Boissevain. They had ten children: 

John married Marj Warkentin and is a mechanic for Kroeker 
Farms and lives in Winkler with his wife and two children. Henry 
married Irene Kuhl and is a draftsman for the Manitoba Government 
Services and lives in Winnipeg with his wife and one son. Elizabeth 
married Don Kuhl and farms in Winkler. They have three children. 
Marlene married Jake Froest. They fann in Winkler and have three 
children. Rudy married Vera Heide and lives in Winnipeg. Rudy 
works for Cummins Mid Canada. They have two children. Edith 
married David Hammon and fanns in Boissevain. They have two 
children. Ed married Sandi Heinrichs and is a bank manager in 
Killarney. They have two children. Hedy married Ed Albrecht and 
lives in Boissevain where Ed is a carpenter and Hedy is a travel 
agent. They have three children. George married Irene Friesen and 
farms in Marquette. They have three children. Willie married Lori 
Farmer and is an assistant manager for Shur-gro Fann Supply. They 
have two children and live in Strathclair. 

Mary Voth 
Mary, after completing school, remained at home until 1965. She 

then moved to Winnipeg with her mother and cared for her until her 
mother passed away. Mary worked part-time and provided board 
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and room to a continuous stream of nieces, nephews and friends who 
came to Winnnipeg to further their education. 

Gerhard and Elizabeth (Warkentin) 
Gerhard (George) married Elizabeth Warkentin in 1945 and then 

moved to Boissevain in 1946 where they farmed. George and 
Elizabeth are now retired and live in the town of Boissevain. They 
have 13 children: 

Mary married Harold Sawatzky and is a nurse. They live in 
Winkler and have two children. Henry married Louella Sawatzky 
and is a life insurance salesman. They live in Morden and have two 
children. Elsie married Dennis Bueckert and is a nurse. They live in 
Winkler and have two children. Louise married Ken Dyck and is a 
nurse. They live in Winnipeg and have one child. Susan married Ron 
Bueckert and is a nurse. They live in Winkler and have two children. 
Peggy married Brad Zacharias and is a nurse. They live in Winnipeg 
and have two children. Irma married Wayne Barnett and is a nurse. 
They live in Winnipeg and have two children. Peter married Val 
Johnston and is a wranglerforPFRA. They live in Saskatchewan and 
have two children. Arnold married Audrey Geib and is a mechanic 
for Mid Canada Trucks. They live in Winnipeg and have one child. 
Karl married Mary Ellen Begley Farris and is a salesman for Almar 
Distributors. They live in Alberta and have two children. Kurt 
married Ruth Andrechuk. He is a welder for Commercial Fire 
Doors. They live in St. Anne and have two children. Andy married 
Gwen Loewen and is a trucker. They live in Winnipeg and have two 
children. James married Fay Ganske and is a mechanic for Goodyear. 
They live in Winnipeg. 

Frank and Kathie (Fast) 
Frank married Kathie Fast from Pigeon Lake in 1948. Frank 

spent 35 years in education, the last 20 of which he was principal of 
several elementary school in St. James-Assiniboia School Division 
Number Seven. Kathie, after obtaining a diploma in Social Welfare 
Services from Red River College in 1969, worked for several years 
for the Children's Aid of Greater Winnipeg. Frank and Kathie are 
both retired and live at the Courts of St. James in Winnipeg. They 
have three children: Donald married Gail Moffatt from Poplar Point. 

Back Roll': Theresa alld ROil Dick. David. Shern-. Gail. DOli. DOlllla Vo/h 
Froll/ ROil": Tia. Melissa Vo/h. Frallk holdillg Del'ill Dick. Kathie Vo/h. lOll Dick, 
Lori \/o/h, 



They live in Oak Point where they have a cow-calf operation. In 
addition, Don is a regular driver for Paul's Hauling. They have two 
daughters. Theresa married Ron Dick from Elm Creek. They live in 
Morden. Terry is a language teacher (English, French and German) 
at Winkler Regional High School and Ron is a freelance computer 
draftsman. They have two sons. David married Sherry Bigourdin 
from Winnipeg. David is a self-employed welder and Sherry is a 
nurse. They live at Clandeboye and have two daughters. 

Henry and Lydia (Thiessen) 
Henry was born on January 17, 1927 in Millbrook, Manitoba. He 

moved with his family to the Meadows area in October, 1928. They 
chose to move to Meadows because there were other Mennonite 
families living in the community and there was a Mennonite Church 
nearby. 

Henry was the seventh child in a family of ten children. As a 
young boy he helped on the family farm and attended school in 
Meadows. He belonged to the Schoenfelder Mennonite Church 
where he and his wife are still members today. 

On September 24, 1949 Henry married Lydia Thiessen of 
Marquette. Lydia, daughter of Aaron and Margareta Thiessen, was 
born May 18, 1926. Henry and Lydia lived on the family farm in 
Meadows until February, 1973 when they sold the farm moved to 
Harcourt Street in Winnipeg. They still live there today. 

Henry started to work for the Department of Natural Resources 
in May, 1973. He worked at Bird's Hill Park for 18 years and retired 
in May, 1991. 

They have four children: Kurt Harold, born May 15, 1951; 
Gerherd Henry, born March 1, 1954; Erika Margaret, born January 
26, 1958; and John Edward, born September 17,1959. 

The children attended school in Meadows, Rosser, Grosse Isle 
and Warren. 

Kurt graduated from Warren Collegiate in 1969. He started to 
work for International Harvester in 1970 where he still works as 
Parts Manager. In June, 1978 he married Ruth Darlene Rempel of 
Elm Creek, Manitoba. Kurt and Ruth lived in Winnipeg until they 
built a house in Rosser Municipality and moved there in March, 
1983. 

They have three children: TriciaLynn, born September 17,1980; 
Andrew Kurt, born April 11, 1983; and Jeremy John, born March 5, 
1985. The children attend school in the Interlake School Division. 

Back Row: Darrell and Erica Bracken. Gerry Voth. Ruth and Kurt Voth. Penny and 
.Iohn Voth 
Seated: Sean Bracken. Tricia Voth. Lydia and Henry holding Kyle . .lenni fer Votli. 
Robbie Bracken 
Front Roll': .Ieremy Voth. Ashley Bracken. Andrew Voth. Matthew Voth 

Gerry graduated from Warren Collegiate in 1972. He works at 
McNaught Pontiac as body shop manager. In April, 1979 Gerry 
married Valerie Diane Jelliff of Winnipeg. They were divorced in 
1987. Gerry has two children: Jennifer Brooke, born February 12, 
1981 and Matthew Edward, born July 18, 1983. Gerry lives in 
Charles wood and his children live and attend school in Fort Garry. 

Erika graduated from Sturgeon Creek Regional School in 1976. 
In September, 1978 Erika married Darrell Ritchie Bracken of 
Winnipeg. Darrell and Erika moved to Gillam in 1978 and to Great 
Falls in 1986. They moved to Charles wood in 1987 where they still 
reside. Erika is presently working for an insurance company. They 
have three children: Robert Darrell, born June 19, 1980; Sean Alan, 
born September 21, 1982; and Ashley Lynn, born March 31, 1985. 
The children attend school in Charles wood. 

John graduated from Sturgeon Creek Regional School in 1977. 
In April, 1987 John married Penny Suzanne Long of Crandall, 
Manitoba. John works at Birchwood Motors as a partsman. John and 
Penny live in Charleswood. They have one child, Kyle John, born 
March 22, 1989. 

John and Luise (Friesen) 
John Voth was born in 1929 in Winnipeg and grew up in 

Meadows, attending the Meadows school. He worked on the family 
farm together with his brothers. 

John married Luise Friesen in 1958. They lived in John's parents' 
home until they purchased a used house and moved it to the Voth 
family farm. John farmed together with his brother, Henry. for about 
20 years. They then built a new home and farmyard on a three quarter 
section of land which they had purchased about three kilometres 
away. In addition to farming John drives a school bus for the 
Interlake School Division, transporting local students to and from 
Rosser Elementary School. They are active in the Pigeon Lake 
Church. 

John and Luise have three daughters: 
Alice received her Library Technician Diploma at Red River 

Community College. She worked first at Cargill Grain and then 
operated the Manitoba Energy and Mines library. In 1981 Alice 
married Jack Toews who works as an inspector at Bristol Aerospace. 
Alice is now an at-home mom for their three boys: Jeffrey, born on 
October2, 1985; Richard, born on August 3 I, 1987; and Curtis, born 
on December 8, 1989. They live in Winnipeg and are active in the 
Crestview Fellowship Church. 

Back Roll': Alice and .lack Toews. Peggy . .lack and Wend)' Goosen. Barb and Ron 
Penner. 
Seated: Curtis Toews. Luise and .I ohn Voth. Richard and.l effie)' Toews 
(inset) Steven Goosen 
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Peggy completed Business Administration at Red River Com
munity College and worked as an accountant-office manager at a 
Winnipeg law firm. She married Jack Goosen in 1983. Jack works 
in the accounting field. Jack and Peggy have a one-acre yard in St. 
Francois. Peggy is at home with Wendy, born on February 2, 1988 
and Steven, born on September 12, 1991. They attend the Pigeon 
Lake Church. 

Barb is a licensed hair stylist and worked in Winnipeg for a 
number of years. She married Ron Penner in 1991. They live in 
Calgary where Barb works as a hair stylist and Ron works in sales 
for Blackwoods Beverages. 

Anne and Nick Friesen 
I, Anne, was born in March, 1931 and am the second youngest 

child of Jacob 1. and Maria Voth of Meadows. 
In July, 1958 I married Nick Friesen from south of Marquette 

along Highway 26. Nick was born in Russia in March, 1924. He 
came to Canada with his parents and two older brothers in June, 
1924. Nick and I moved onto the former Robert Blair farm, two and 
a half miles south and one and a half miles west of Meadows. In 1966 
we started to build a new farm yard three quarters of a mile east of 
the old yard. 

We have three children: 
Irmgard (Irmie), born November 1959, married Garth Abrahams 

from Stonewall in November 1985. They are farming in the Argyle 
area. Garth and Irmie have three children: Matthew, born July 1987; 
Amanda, born June 1989; and Jared, born August 1991. 

Paul, born in December, 1963, married Debra De Vehrun in 
June, 1985. Paul and Deb have one child, Jennifer Elizabeth, born 
March 23, 1992. Paul and Deb are living on the home place. They 
bought the farm from us in 1987 when we moved to Winnipeg. Deb 
has been working at Ranger Unicity Insurance for the past six years. 

Debra and Paul Friesen. Eleanor Friesen. /nnie. Amanda and Garth Abrahams. 
Anne holding Jared Abrahams and Nick Friesen holding Matthew Abrahams 

Eleanor, born in May, 1966, is working as a secretary for Figure 
Skating in the Manitoba Sports Federation. 

Our family are members of and involved in the Schoenfelder 
Mennonite Church along Highway 26 west of St. Francois Xavier. 
We are still quite familiar with many of the people in Meadows. 

1; you lI't1uld bt' loved, IOl'e and be lomble. 
BEN J .-\ ~I 1:-'; F R .-\ N K LIN 

492 

SAMUEL JOHN AND CLARA WALKER 

Samuel John Walker and his wife, Clara, with two sons and a 
daughter emigrated to Canada from Bristol, England in 1907 and 
settled in the Rosser district. Mr. Walker worked first for Thomas 
Lefley, but before long he decided to take out a homestead and in 
1912 the family moved to Mulvihill. Family members were Alfred 
John, Francis Joseph and Lillian May, who later married W.A. 
Craig. 

About the year 1917 they decided there was more opportunity 
near Winnipeg so they returned to the Rosser-Grosse Isle area. The 
boys, Alf and Frank, helped out with the farm work but in the late 
1920' s each one had settled on a farm of his own. Frank married Edith 
Florence McQuire. Alf lived with his parents until 1933 when he 
married Cora Tully. 

Samuel John and Clara Walker 

Mr. Walker was an agent for Portage Mutual Insurance Company 
for many years until his death. When Mrs. Walker passed away in 
1941, after a lengthy illness, Alf and Cora sold the farm to Attrees 
and moved to Reaburn. Mr. Walker died there in 1949 and Alf 
passed away in 1960. 

Frank and Edith moved to a farm just south of Grosse Isle. At this 
time he served on the school board and as secretary of the United 
Church for five years. 

Francis (Frank) and Edith Walker 



After selling the fanTI they moved into the town of Grosse Isle 
where Frank carried on the insurance business after taking it over 
from his father. Frank passed away on November 25, 1966. Edith 
then moved to Winnipeg for a year or so, but not liking the city, she 
moved to Kinsman Apartments in Stonewall. She passed away on 
November 28, 1990. 

Frank and Edith leave three daughters: Doris and husband Ray 
Tully of Marquette; Gladys Weber of Winnipeg, whose husband 
passed away February 13, 1990; and Frances and husband Len 
Brennan of Stonewall. 

- Doris Tully 

THE WARBURTON FAMILY IN THE RM OF 
ROSSER BEFORE AND AFTER 

My father, Albert (Bert) Warburton, emigrated to Canada from 
England in 1907. His father, John Warburton, began a butcher shop 
in Liverpool in 1869 and it is still in operation by his descendants, 
my cousin, Fred, and his son, Alan. My father came to Canada to join 
Bert Hughes, a chum from boyhood days, who was employed by the 
Coubrough family of Grassmere. He soon got work with the 
Mathesons picking and hauling stones for the huge stone barn they 
were building. 

My mother, Doris Ann,joined her brothers Fred, Harry and Jack 
Sheldon in 1905. She was only 13 years of age and was accompanied 
by a governess from Macclesfield, England. They too had settled in 
the Grassmere district on farms. Doris soon adapted to fanTI life with 
a special love for horses. 

The English settlers stuck closely together and in 1913 Doris 
Sheldon and Bert Warburton were married. They lived on several 
farms as renters, starting out north of Stonewall in the Victoria 
district, moved to Stonewall during the war years of 1914-18 and 
operated a dray business. They moved to a farm in Grassmere until 
1922 and on to three separate farms near Argyle. Then in 1933 they 
moved to the West End Fann in the RM of Rosser, SW 34-12-1 E. 
They continued living there until 1942 when it was sold. With a 
grown family by that time, they acquired what was known as the 
Houghton Ranch, north of Poplar Point, where their descendants are 
still farming. 

Going back to my mother's youth, she joined a sewing club under 
the direction of Mrs. Dan Lamb. Their first project in the club was 
a crocheted bedspread. The first girl married would get it. Mom's 
wedding date was set for November 20th, however, her brother, 
Jack, and Ethel Lindley pulled a fast one and were married one week 
earlier. They were teased a lot about getting married first to get the 
bedspread, but just teasing it turned out to be as Mother was 
presented with the bedspread as planned. It long remained one of her 
treasures. 

Mother's pony, Wimpy, was part of our family until well into my 
teens. She was used occasionally for field work, hitched to the buggy 
for the weekly trip to the store with butter and eggs and ridden to get 
the cows. About 1923-24 she raised two foals from Dr. Mungo 
Lewis' thoroughbred. When the time came to train them to ride, we 
boys could not stay on at all. Guess who trained them? Our bronc 
rider mom! 

My father was always sports minded and it was Mother who was 
left at home with the younger ones and quite often the chores. It is 
only later that you appreciate the full extent of her self-giving. Thank 
you, Mother! There were very few meals when God was not given 
due thanks for our food or few nights when we didn't say our daily 
prayers. 

Previous to the move from Argyle to Grosse Isle the family had 
pioneered in the development of a full size skating rink at Argyle on 

land owned by the brothers Bill and Jim Langley. It was on the west 
side of the tracks and south ofWolson's store. On that ice we learned 
the rudiments of skating and hockey and Dad organized the young 
men into a hockey team that ventured into a league with two teams 
(Aces and Snowbirds) from Woodlands, Warren and Argyle. We 
were fortunate in those years to have Frank Ruttan. a former member 
of an Allen Cup team, as mentor. At that time, too, Sam Tyler from 
Grosse Isle was enlisted as a regular member of the Argyle squad 
and, on occasion, we called on Frank Anderson to play. With our 
move to Grosse Isle taking place just prior to the hockey season, it 
was inevitable that Dad became deeply involved there too. The 
Grosse Isle hockey team, with the support from the Kinsmen Club, 
decided to go all out and purchase team sweaters, sox and goalie 
equipment. This was a major undertaking in those depression years 
and really a first in the league with Grosse Isle now a part of it. The 
sweaters and sox were purchased on special order to Rice Knitting 
Mills of Winnipeg and knit to the pattern of the Chicago Black 
Hawks of that time. The Grosse Isle Hockey team continued and was 
a significant part of the hockey scene until the war years of 1939 
when the drain on the young men made it impossible to ice a full 
team. Sam Tyler and Eric Warburton from the Grosse Isle team were 
invited to play with Stonewall, then in the senior division; Eric, a 
goalie, went on to play with the Winnipeg Falcon Rangers before he 
enlisted. The Rosser hockey team was not in the league but many 
games were played back and forth with Rosser during the years the 
league was operating. There was always intense rivalry between the 
two districts but, at the same time, quality friendliness was there and 
prevailed. The games with Rosser were generally on a spur of the 
moment; a few quick calls on the phone would have a game 
underway in no time. In closing this short overview of Bert 
Warburton's leadership in sporting activities, what must be stressed 
is that it didn't matter whether it be hockey or any branch of sports 
and, even on the issue of business and life, playing the game fairly 
always was precedent to winning. He never hesitated to bench 
anyone who thought otherwise. This lesson will always, I know, be 
forefront as a guide to the many young people with whom he shared 
his life. 

And now, to change the scene from sports to drama: we bring in 
two people who continued to live on in the Big House at the West 
End Farm during our first year there. As previously told in the 
Grosse Isle story, Percy and Edna Hancock were instrumental in the 
formation of the Glee Club. They were also a source of inspiration 
and encouragement to 'the t1edgling group that began the yearly 
production and perfonning of three-act plays during the 1930's. 
Having been schooled in acting and staging techniques, they eagerly 
shared their expertise with those new players which proved to be 
good grounding for all their later productions. These plays were 
staged first in Grosse Isle and then, on subsequent weeks, in several 
surrounding communities. In later years that good grounding proved 
to be a great help to Ivy and me when we became involved in like 
manner in our new community of Poplar Point. 

As young people in our teens and early 20's, mostofus boys were 
active members of the Rosser-Grosse Isle Swine Club under the 
devoted leadership of Henry Steeves. From that association, too, 
came valuable knowledge in raising and marketing swine to help 
pay for our own farm home. 

Dad and Mom raised six of us in this order: 
I, Jack, married Ivy Let1ey in 1940and we began our life together 

as operators of the C.E. Hayles Farm, W 1/2 25-12-1W, known 
locally as Maple Grove. We left that in the fall of 1941 to go into 
partnership with Dad and brother Bert to purchase land in Poplar 
Point. That fall I was night driver on the Rosser municipal grader 
and, during the winter, in airport construction at Dauphin, Moose 
Jaw and Estevan. 
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We have three sons. Eric, married to Pat Little of Winnipeg. They 
have two daughters: Laurie, married to Larry Watts of Saskatoon 
and Suzanne, in Winnipeg; sons Jeffrey and Randy live with their 
parents in Carman. 

Next son, Bob, married Rae Matchett of Pine Falls and farm the 
home place. Their daughter, Dawn, is married to Mike Atwell and 
they live in Toronto and daughter Kim presently works in Brandon. 
Third son, Tom, married Linda Hansen of Erickson and they have 
two sons, Kevin and David, at home in Winnipeg. 

Bert married Martha Hansen of High Bluff and they live on the 
original acres. Their daughter, Betty, married Les Kelly from 
England and they have an acreage on the home farm. They have two 
sons, Gene and Wayne. 

Their son, Jim, married Barbara Harris of Oakville and they have 
one son, Leonard. They live across the road. 

Eric enlisted as a wireless air-gunner and was shot down over 
Holland in 1941. 

Arthur (Stubb) enlisted with The Queen's Own Cameron High
landers and was wounded at Dieppe. He was transferred to the Postal 
Corps until his discharge in 1945. He married Mary Boyle of Poplar 
Point and farmed until his death in 1974. They have two daughters 
and one son. Mary Anne is married to Earl Yeo and they live in 
Saskatoon. Eileen is married to Lloyd Gardiner and they farm in 
Clearwater. Bill is married to Ruth Boyle and they live in Regina. 
Bill serves with the RCMP. 

Evelyn enlisted with the RCAF, married John Sortleet of the 
RAF and later enlisted with the RCAF. They are now living in 
Vancouver. They have three sons and one daughter. Robert married 
Elizabeth Hung and they live in Ottawa. James, in the RCAF, 
married Leona Nicholls. They divorced and he married Hope 
Johnston. He died in a crash in Germany, 1988. Kenneth married 
Rosemary Halsall, is in the RCAF stationed in Yellowknife. Mmjorie 
married Dennis Cambrey. They divorced and she married Roger 
Sadler. They live in Vancouver. 

Marjorie married Gordon Johnson of Winnipeg and they have 
three daughters and two sons. Diane married Wayne Copeland and 
they live in Edmonton. Randi married Don Kanski of Winnipeg and 
they live in Vancouver. John married Roberta Hiebert. They divorced 
and he lives in Sault Ste. Marie. Sandra married Greg Bonero and 
they live in Vancouver. David lives in Winnipeg. 

Father died in 1945 and Mother in 1953 leaving six children and 
seventeen grandchildren. As this is written in 1990, the Warburton 
family have held two reunions, 1984 and 1989, with 70 plus eligible 
to be present. There have been several Sheldon reunions and their 
numbers are into the 100's. Our life in Rosser municipality took 
place just prior to that time when families scatter and go their own 
way and so there are many fond memories of our togetherness. Our 
appreciation goes to all those who are involved in marshalling this 
saga of Rosser people and we eagerly await the completed task. 

WARKENTIN 

Bob and Agatha (Neufeld) 
Bob and Agatha moved to Meadows as newlyweds in June 1963. 

Bob was born and raised at Pigeon Lake. His parents, Jacob and Tina 
(Wiebe) Warkentin, immigrated from Russia in the 1920's as young 
children. Bob got his schooling at Pigeon Lake School and is a high 
school graduate from the Mennonite Collegiate of Gretna, Manitoba. 
He graduated from the University of Manitoba with a diploma in 
Agriculture in 1958. 

In 1957, the Ander farm W 1/2 24-12-2W was purchased. Bob 
farmed for 37 years. In 1991 Bob semi-retired. He is an adjuster with 
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Manitoba Crop Insurance and enjoys meeting new people in this line 
of work. 

Bob and Agatha are members of the Schoenfelder Mennonite 
Church at Pigeon Lake. In 1985 Bob was ordained as a lay minister 
of the church. 

Agatha Louise was born and raised in the Boissevain area. Her 
parents, Henry and Maria (Dych) Neufeld, immigrated from Russia 
in the 1920' s as young children. Agatha attended public school at 
Bluevale School and high school at Boissevain Collegiate. Her main 
interest and talent is in teaching children how to play the piano. She 
attended classes at Brandon University, Canadian Mennonite Bible 
College and privately. She has her diploma, ARCT, from the 
University of Toronto in piano teaching. 

For many years she has taught the music program at Rosser 
School, Grosse Isle School and the Hutterite colonies at Sturgeon 
Creek and Rock Lake. She enjoys reading, counted cross stitch, hand 
work and flower gardening. 

Two children were born to Bob and Agatha: Roberta Lynn 
(Robyn) was born in 1964. She attended school at Rosser and Grosse 
Isle and Warren and graduated from the Mennonite Collegiate. She 
married Ernie Epp from Boissevain in 1982. They have two children: 
Marli, born in 1984 and Jonathon, born in 1986. They presently live 
in Leaf Rapids, Manitoba where Ernie is the municipal administrator. 
Robyn is using her talents as a violinist, pianist and vocalist in giving 
music lesson in these three areas. 

Back Roll': Marti Epp. Richard Warkentin. Rohyn. Emil' and Jonathon Epp 
Seated: Boh and Agatha WarkellIin 

Richard David was born in 1966. He also received his education 
in Rosser, Grosse Isle, Warren and graduated from the Mennonite 
Collegiate. Richard has tried different jobs, at Safeway in the cheese 
department, framing houses, salesman and is presently working as 
an apprentice lineman for Manitoba Hydro. He married Debbie 
Reschke in 1989. Debbie is presently working as a Registered Nurse 
in Houston, Texas. 

Peter and Linda Warkentin 
Peter and Linda moved to Meadows in 1959 to the former Ander 

farm and farmed until 1962 when they returned to Winnipeg. In 1968 
they transferred to Edmonton where Peter worked for National 
Trailer Convoys. 

They had two children, Glenn and Lorrie. Peter was accidentally 
killed in 1984. Linda and her family presently live in Calgary. 

Agatha Warkentin 



HENRY AND MARIA WARKENTIN 

Henry married Maria Koop in 1920 and immigrated to Canada 
from southern Russia in 1925. Henry worked at the syndicate farm 
at Meadows as a blacksmith. In 1931 they moved to Pigeon Lake and 
Henry started his own blacksmith business. The original shop is still 
to be seen along Highway 26. 

Henry died in 1976 and Maria in 1978. They had four children: 
Henry, Abe, Margaret and Otto. 

Maria and Henry Warkentin 

Henry and his wife, Mary, live in Winnipeg. They have one 
daughter, Audrey. Henry and Mary have three grandchildren. 

Abe and his wife, Betty, live in Virgil, Ontario. They have three 
daughters, Marlene, Shirley and Janet, and one son, Henry, who is 
completing Grade 13. Abe and Betty have four grandchildren. 

Margaret and her husband, Ray Robert, of St. Agathe, have one 
daughter and three sons: Diane, Dwayne, Daniel and Dennis. 
Margaret and Ray have two grandchildren. 

Otto married Katie Bergen in 1970. He was killed in a single 
vehicle accident in 1975. They had one daughter, Karen. Katie 
married Emil Hoas in 1977. 

- Katie Hoas 

WEDGE 

Thomas and Annie (McCallum) 
Mr. and Mrs. Wedge came to Manitoba in 1899 from Renfrew, 

Ontario. They settled in the Balmoral district and lived there for a 
year or two. 

Six of their eight children were born at Renfrew: John in 1888; 
Thomas in 1889; George in 1890; Ellen (Nell) in 1892; Harvey in 
1895 and Herbert in 1897. Meta was born at Balmoral in 1899 and 
Albert McCallum (Mac) was born at Rosser in 1901. Thomas Jr. 
died in infancy in 1890. He is buried at Renfrew. George died from 
typhoid fever at Rosser in 1911 and is buried in the Rosser Cemetery. 

The Wedge family purchased the SE quarter and 80 acres of the 
NE 9-12-IE in 1900. This property had been previously owned by 
Rod Minaker. 

The children attended school at the East Rosser school just across 
the road from their home. They grew up and settled in the area and 
their individual stories are in this book. Mr. & Mrs. Wedge had 
seventeen grandchildren, two of whom died in infancy and includ
ing two adopted. 

Thomas and Annie Wedge 

George. John. Harvev 
Annie. Ellen (Ne//). Thomas Wedge 
Meta. Herh. Alhert (Mac) 

The Wedges were a very hospitable family. In the summer they 
often invited groups of children and young people from a Winnipeg 
orphanage to the farm and entertained them with tea on the lawn. 
One of the grandchildren, Allan Green, met his wife, Louise, at one 
of these outings when she was a small girl. 

The Wedge families often gathered at Granny and Granddad's 
for Christmas. The adults visited downstairs and the children had the 
run of the large upstairs rooms for hide and seek. Granny Wedge 
always had large boxes of chocolates for Christmas which she would 
buy - at bargain prices because they were old stock - from Werier's 
Wholesale on Main Street in Winnipeg. A jug of wine was some
times on hand to help the festivities and the kids were allowed a small 
glass of wine which had been heavily watered. 

Thomas Wedge died at the age of 87 years on October 19, 1946. 
Annie Wedge died at the age of 86 years on May 25, 1949. They are 
both buried in the family plot in the Rosser Cemetery. 

John and Mary Jane (Ferguson) 
My father, John Joseph Leslie Wedge, was born in Renfrew, 

Ontario on July 17, 1888, the eldest child of Thomas and Annie 
Wedge. He had four brothers and two sisters. They moved to Rosser 
and farmed there. 
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He met and married Mary Jane Ferguson who was born in 
Cm'fine, Scotland on July 6, 1895. After the death of her parents 
Mary travelled to Canada when she was just 17 years of age and 
worked in a hospital which, I believe, may have been the Victoria on 
River Avenue in Winnipeg. She met my Aunt Meta while she was 
in the hospital and my aunt asked her out to their fann at Rosser for 
a visit. On that visit she met my Dad and, I believe, they were married 
that same year in September, 1916. 

I know they had a farm in Brooks, Alberta for some years and 
travelled there each spring to run the farm. After a few crop failures 
they gave that up and settled back in Rosser. Eventually they bought 
their own fann just half a mile from the Anderson family, the 
Tremere farm. 

They had two children: myself, Evelyn May, and Thomas Leslie. 
Both Les and I attended East Rosser School. I went on to high school 
in Rosser. After high school I went to Winnipeg to attend business 
college. My first job was with McLeods Ltd. where I worked for 
about six years. I moved on to work for the legal department of the 
Canadian Wheat Board. In 1948 I married Ted Vickers and still 
continued to work for the Wheat Board until our first child was 
expected. Edward Brian (Teddy) was born on June 28, 1954 and 
three years later Billy was born. In 1965 we were moved to Montreal 
with Air Canada where we spent 22 very happy years. 

After Ted retired we moved back to Winnipeg and settled back 
in our old neighbourhood of Woodhaven. 

May Vickers 

Johll alld Mary Jallc Wcdge 

Leslie and Iris (Peterson) 
"With this ring, I thee wed" - on July 10, 1948 Leslie Wedge and 

Iris Peterson were married. This marked the joining of two long-time 
families from the Rosser Municipality as both are third generation 
"Rosserites". In fact, three generations of family on both sides 
attended the little East Rosser School. John Wedge and his son, 
Leslie, were both students here; later, Sten Peterson and his daugh
ter, Iris, formed a dual generation of scholars. The three older 
children of Leslie and Iris - Leslie Junior, Linda and Darlene -
attended the little school until it was closed by the consolidation of 
schools into larger units. 

Although the couple found it necessary to live in Winnipeg for a 
time, they returned to make their home in Rosser and presently live 
on the old Gus Peterson farm which has been farmed continuously 
by a member of the Peterson family since it was purchased by Gus 
in 1899. 

As a young man Les was interested in the trucking industry and 
hauled gravel for Rosser Gravel and Sand (Fred Mulligan's outfit) 
for many years. During the winter season he hauled wood for Horace 
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Morrison in the Dallas, Manitoba area. Later he hired his truck to 
Sten Peterson and hauled pulp wood in Ontario for several years. 
The road construction business appealed to Les as well and he 
operated large earthmoving machines for Peterson Construction. 

The lure of the land was strong and in 1947 Les acquired his first 
farm from Ernie Hyde in the RM of Assiniboia. In 1961 the couple 
moved to their present home and continue to farm here, just outside 
the Perimeter Highway. 

Les has a deep love of horse racing. As a youth, he rode Flying 
Topsy and others for Charlie Buckle and this pair took in many 
Manitoba fair meets to race her. At the present time he raises and 
trains thoroughbred horses as part of his farming operation. He has 
taken his stable to Saskatchewan, Alberta, Ontario, Nebraska, Ohio 
and Illinois after completing the summer season at Assiniboia 
Downs in Winnipeg. Over the years there have been many thrills 
connected with racing. One of the happiest memories is winning 
"Best Older Horse" at Assiniboia Downs with Turn To Rule in 1976. 

Iris moved to Winnipeg with her family in 1944 and attended 
Lord Roberts, Oxford House and St. Mary's Academy. After high 
school she enrolled in the University division at St. Mary's but 
decided that marriage was her chosen career. 

Family and home became and remain the major interest in her life 
and the business of raising their four children - Les Jr., Linda, 
Darlene and Terry - was her full-time occupation until the family 
grew up and became independent. 

Leslie alld Iris Wedge 

As a mature student Iris at
tended Red River Community 
College and the University of 
Winnipeg and received train
ing in the Child Care field. She 
atulined a Child Care Worker 
III designation and is presently 
Director at Downs Children's 
Centre, the first daycare centre 
on a race track in North 
America. 

For several years the entire 
family was involved in 4-H. 
Les, as a leader in the Rosser 4-
H Horse Club: Iris as project 
leader and local leader of the 
Rosser Heights 4-H Home 
Economics Club and first 
president of the Stonewall and 
District 4-H Leaders Association. 

Les, Linda, Darlene and Terry were all members of the Horse Club. 
Linda, Darlene and Terry belonged to the Rosser Heights Club as 
well. Les Jr. was a member of the first executive ofthe Stonewall and 
District Junior Leaders Association while Linda and Darlene were 
both junior project leaders in the Home Economics club. 

Individually and as a couple we have been a part of the Rosser 
area for most of our lives and have many wonderful memories of this 
community and the people who call it home, sweet home. 

- Les and Iris Wedge 

Les Wedge Jr. 
Les Jr., was born on April 27 , 1950, the firstborn of Leslie and Iris 

Wedge. He attended East Rosser and Rosser Schools, Warren and 
Stonewall Collegiate. He was involved in curling and the Stonewall 
Rams Football Club. 

Throughout school Les was very active in the Rosser Light Horse 
and Pony 4-H Club in judging, demonstration, public speaking and 
riding. During this time Les travelled throughout Manitoba compet
ing in horse shows and rodeos. 



Les worked in the trucking 
industry for a time but horses 
were his main interest and he 
had spent most of his life asso
ciated with some area of the 
horse industry. He worked as a 
gallop boy, pony rider, groom, 
trainer and jockey's agent in 
Winnipeg, Regina, Saskatoon, 
Calgary, Toronto, Nebraska, 
Cleveland and Chicago. 

Les married Angela 
Skowron in 1974. Their 
daughter, Melanie Dawn, was 
born in 1977. Les and Angie 
separated in 1978 and are now 
divorced. Melanie lived with 
her grandparents, Les and Iris 

Leslie Wedge Jr. H'i/II dill/giller. Melallie Wedge, for several years and 

attended Rosser and Grosse 
Isla Schools. Her mother remarried in 1988 and Melanie now 
lives with her. She is presently in Grade Nine and living in the 
Grand Beach area. 

Linda and Lynden Scott 
Lynden and Linda were married on October 10, 1970 in Stone

wall. Lyn is the eldest son of Merv and Betty Scott of Narcisse, 
Manitoba. Linda is the daughter of Les and Iris Wedge of Gordon, 
Manitoba. They live on 15-12-1 E with their children, Jean and 
Kevin. 

Lynden works for the CNR as a blacksmith and farms part-time. 
Lyn is a very sociable man and can be counted on to fix almost any 
kind of farm equipment. 

Linda works with the horses in her parents' racing stables and is 
a child care worker at Downs Children's Centre. She is currently 
enrolled in Day Care Management at the University of Manitoba. 

Jean is a Grade Eight student in Grosse Isle School. She enjoys 
horses, reading and riding the A TV. 

Kevin is in Grade Two at Rosser School. Kevin loves animals 
and people and will talk on just about anything. 

Linda is a 4-H leader, a member of the Stonewall 4-H District 
Council and Vice-President of the Manitoba 4-H Horse Leaders 
Association. Jean and Kevin are both members in the Grosse Isle 
Bits and Bridles 4-H Horse Club. 

Darlene Wedge 
I, Darlene, was born in Winnipeg on June 22, 1953 and am the 

third child of Les and Iris Wedge. We lived in Winnipeg for the first 
five years of my life and then our family moved to the RM of Rosser. 

I received my grade school education at East Rosser and Rosser 
Schools and graduated from Warren Collegiate. During my school 
years I was very active in 4-H - both the Rosser Light Horse and Pony 
Club and the Rosser Heights Home Economics Club - as a member 
and junior leader. 

I have been employed with Manitoba Telephone System for the 
past 19 years starting as a typist. My present position is Manager, 
National Account Services. I am presently enrolled in the Continu
ing Education Division at the University of Manitoba taking a four
year certificate course in management. 

Travel is one of my major interests. I have travelled extensively 
throughout Canada and the USA, plus trips to the Bahamas, Ber
muda and Finland and am looking forward to more. 

I am an active partner with my parents in the horse raising 
and racing industry. This is a very busy but interesting pastime. 

Terry and Carren (Richardson) 
Terry is the youngest son of Leslie and Iris Wedge. He grew up 

in the Rosser area and attended Rosser and Grosse Isle Schools and 
Warren Collegiate. Terry was very active in the Rosser 4-H Light 
Horse and Pony Club. He used to show and race horses at fairs and 
rodeos throughout Manitoba. 

After school Terry worked on the starting gate at the Assiniboia 
Downs Race Track and farmed in partnership with his parents. 
While at the race track Terry met and married Carren Richardson 
from Charles wood. 

Carren grew up in Charleswood and her family has always been 
involved with horses. She has worked at the race track in Winnipeg 
and Phoenix and presently works at a Vet Clinic in Winnipeg. 

Terry works as a truck driver for Yanke. Carren also has her Class 
I licence and they transport horses throughout Canada and to Ken
tucky on a regular basis. 

Terry and Carren have a nine year old son, Darren, who is in 
Grade Four at Grosse Isle. Darren was very involved in baseball this 
summer. He is very fond of all animals especially his horse, Bobby 
London. 

Sarah Ellen (Nell) Wedge 
Nell was born in Renfrew, Ontario in 1892, the fourth child of 

Thomas and Annie Wedge. She moved to Balmoral with her parents 
and brothers in 1899 and to Rosser in 1905. She went to the East 
Rosser School for a few years. 

Nell was diagnosed as slightly retarded but her family was told 
in later years that thyroid treatment. had it been available in her 
younger days, would have cured her problems. 

Nell lived at home with her parents until they died. She helped 
with the household chores and garden. Often in the summer she 
would drive with her mother in the horse and buggy to visit family 
members who lived nearby. 

A crabapple tree grew by the house in the farmyard. Every 
summer it was one of Nell's jobs to sit by the tree at school recess 
and noon hour to protect the apples from the boys. However. one of 
them would talk to Nell while the others came up behind her and took 
the apples anyway. If they had asked forthem, Granny Wedge would 
have let them have as many as they wanted but it was probably more 
fun to steal them. 

In her later years Nell lived with her sister, Meta. She died on July 
23, 1958 and is buried in the Rosser cemetery. 

Harvey and Lily (Thomas) 
William Harvey Wedge was born in 1895 in Renfrew, Ontario. 

He was the fifth child of Thomas and Annie Wedge. He came to 
Manitoba with his parents in 1899. They lived at Balmoral for a 
while and then moved to Rosser in 1905. Harve attended East Rosser 
School. 

He worked on his parents farm until he enlisted in the army in 
1914. He was only in the army for about three months and was 
released because his parents needed him to help with the farm work. 
His oldest brother, John, was married and had his own land to look 
after. George had died, Herb was also in the army, leaving only Mac 
at home to help. In the 20's Harve spent over three months in the 
hospital recovering from a ruptured appendix. 

Harve was very involved with sports and seldom missed Hockey 
Night in Canada. Because of an eye injury he did not play but he did 
umpire baseball in the community for many years. 

Lily was born in Woodlands, Manitoba in 1905, the seventh and 
youngest daughter of Philip and Margaret (Hallet) Thomas. Her 
grandparents, Philip and Elizabeth (Broughton) Thomas, were the 
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Lil\' and HWTn' Wedge, 1928 

first family to take out home
stead papers in Woodlands 
Municipality, although not the 
first family to move out there, 
Lily moved with her family to 
Fisherton, Manitoba in 1910 
where her father took up a 
homestead. Her mother died 
shortly after. 

Lily attended Maidstone 
School until she completed the 
seventh grade. In 1927 she came 
to the Wedge farm at Rosser to 
help for the summer. She re
turned to Fisherton in the fall 
but came back in January, 1928 
and married Harve. 

They had six chi Idren. Beatrice married Walter PI ishka and their 
story is elsewhere in this book. 

Irene married Paul Johnson. They purchased a farm at Warren in 
1956. Paul died in an industrial accident in 1962. Their three 
children are Lori (Albert Voth), Leigh (Glen Brown) and Ian 
(Denise Frederickson). Irene has five grandchildren. She has been 
the Municipal Administrator for Woodlands Municipality since 
1975. 

Wilma married Bill Shelaga. Her story is elsewhere in this book. 
Tommy was born in 1938 but died of pneumonia at II months of 

age. He is buried in the Rosser Cemetery. 
Ken married Ellen Sauerbrei of Moosehorn. They live on the old 

Wedge farm site. Their story is also in this book. 
Pat has held a number of jobs, including assistant elevator 

manager for Cargill Grain at Newdale, Manitoba. She now works as 
an accounts payable supervisor for McMahon Flooring in Winnipeg 
and lives with Irene at Warren. 

Han'e and Lil Wedge, Family Reunion 1968 

Harve developed tuberculosis and spent a year in the St. Vital 
Sanatorium. He then retired from farming and sold the farm to the 
Slagerman brothers, keeping the yard site and buildings. He died at 
home suddenly in 1969 and is buried at Chapel Lawn Cemetery. 

Lil worked for Children's Aid in Winnipeg for several years, 
taking care of families whose parents were not there for them. She 
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married George Newfield in 1972. George died in 1977. She lived 
in Hamilton House, a senior citizens' apartment building in Winni
peg until June, 1990. She moved to Warren and lived with Irene and 
Pat until she was able to get a place in Golden West Centennial Care 
Home in Winnipeg where she presently resides. 

Lil 's favorite activity is having visits from her nine great grand
children, eight of whom are boys. She still enjoys reading, watching 
television and playing cards. 

Ken and Ellen (Sauerbrei) 
Ken was born in May, 1940 to Harv and Lil Wedge. He was the 

only son and has four sisters: Beatrice, Irene, Wilma and Pat. Ken 
has lived all his life in Rosser on 9-12-1 E. He attended school at East 
Rosser and Rosser. 

Ken still lives on the home place in Rosser where he is the local 
plumber. He is also very involved in umping local and provincial 
baseball. Curling is also high on his list of priorities. He curls out of 
Rosser and the Thistle Curling Club in Winnipeg. He has won zone 
spot in 1984 and 1987. In this he follows a family tradition as his 
father, Harv, also loved baseball and curling. 

In 1960 he was married to Ellen Sauerbrei, the eldest of seven, 
from Moosehorn, Manitoba. She is an active member of the Stone
wall Legion and enjoys helping with catering and general fund 
raising. For the past II years Ellen has also made a career with Mary 
Kay Cosmetics. Her other interests are swimming and walking as 
well as spending time with her many good friends and neighbours. 
She especially enjoys ,time spent with her three grandsons. 

Ken and Ellen have three children: Shawn, and the twins, Kerri 
and Kelli. While growing up the children were involved in baseball, 
curling, snowshoeing and were active in the social life of the young 
people of the community. 

Shawn was born in July, 1961 and still resides at the home place 
with Heather Tripps. Shawn attended school at Rosser, Grosse Isle 
and St. John's Cathedral Boys School. He has followed in his 
father's footsteps in that he has his plumber's and sprinkler fitter's 
papers. His main work is on the pipeline. Shawn's passion is racing 
and building cars. He has built his own race car which he races in 
Manitoba and the northern states. He has won several trophies in 
Wissota competitions. 

Kerri was born in September, 1962. Her story appears sepa
rately. 

Twin sister, Kelli, attended school at Rosser, Grosse Isle and 
Warren Collegiate. She married Cameron Baldwin from Warren in 
1984 and they now reside there with their three boys: Gordon 
(Gordy), born in March, 1987; Bryan, born in February, 1988; and 
Corbin (Cory), born in February, 1991. Cam is employed by the City 
of Winnipeg as a policeman and is very involved with the Police and 
the Warren Hockey Teams. Kelli is a full-time homemaker who also 
finds time for cake decorating. Both Cam and Kelli enjoy skating 
with the boys. 

Kerri Joyce Wedge 
Kerri was born on September 30, 1962 older by four minutes than 

her twin sister, Kelli. She also has an older brother, Shawn. Her 
parents are Ken and Ellen Wedge. 

Her family lived for a few years on the farm now owned by Ray 
Lange. Her parents then purchased a mobile home and moved it onto 
the yard site at SW 9-12-1 E where Kerri' s grandparents, Harve and 
Lil Wedge, lived. Kerri grew up there and attended elementary 
school at Rosser to Grade 4 and Grosse Isle to Grade 8. She went to 
high school at Warren and graduated from Grade 12 in 1980. 

Always interested in athletics Kerri, with Kelli, played softball 
through her school years with the local teams. She has played 
softball in the Winnipeg Senior "B" League with the Interlake 



Diamonds. Kerri also obtained her Level II National Coaching 
Certificate and with that has coached the Silver Heights Girls in 
Winnipeg for several years. Kerri 's dad is a competitive curler and 
Kerri has taken up the sport in the last five years curling out of the 
Rosser Ladies Club. 

Kerri now lives in the farmhouse at SW 5-12-1 E owned by Bert 
Beachell. She has held clerical positions with a few different firms 
since she graduated from high school and is presently employed as 
a service writer for Cummins Mid Canada on Oak Point Road. 

Herb and Florence (Burns) 
Herb Wedge was born in Renfrew, Ontario and came to Rosser 

from Balmoral with his parents, Mr. & Mrs. T. Wedge, in 1899 at the 
age of two years. He served in World War I and was wounded during 
the last year of the war. 

On September 21, 1934 Herb married Florence Burns and they 
purchased the farm owned by Walter Beachell. They had two 

Margaret married Wayne 
McCord in 1967. They lived in 
Thompson, Manitoba for five 
years then moved to Markham, 
Ontario where they presently 
reside. They have two daugh
ters, Pamela and Heather. 
Pamela graduated in Fashion 
Merchandising from Centen
nial College and Heather is 
presently studying at the Uni
versity of Guelph. 

daughters, Evelyn and Margaret, who took teacher training at Pamela. Wayne. Margaret and Heather 

Tuxedo Normal School. In 1991 Evelyn still substitute teaches and McCord 

Margaret works for Canada Post. 

Herb. Florence and EI'elyn Wedge 

In 1962 Evelyn married Alan Conlon and has always resided in 
Kenora. The Conlons have two children, Brenda and David. Brenda 
married Tom Zilinski in May, 1989. They have a daughter, Meagan, 
born in August, 1990 and a son, Curtis William, born May, 1992. 
David received his BA from the University of Manitoba and is now 
enlisted with the RCAF, training to become a pilot. 

Conlon Family 
Meagan, Brenda, TOlll, David, AI and E\'elyn 

Owing to ill health Herb sold the fann to Alan Beachell in the 
spring of 1966 and bought the house formerly owned by Murray 
Poole. He and Florence moved into the Village in September and 
three weeks later, on September 24, 1966, Herb died. Florence 
continued to live in Rosser until July, 1981 when she moved to an 
apartment in Kenora where she resided until her sudden passing on 
April 12, 1984. Florence was an organist at the Rosser United 
Church for over 40 years. She was a life member of the United 
Church Women and the Women's Institute. After her move to 
Kenonl she became the pianist for the Senior Citizen's Choir and 
belonged to a church group. Herb and Florence were involved in 
many community activities and always ready to help a neighbour or 
friend. 

- Evelyn Conlon 

Albert MacCullum and Jessie (McLeod) 
My father, Albert MacCullum Wedge, was born on the home 

farm in Rosser, SW 9-12-1 E and went to school at East Rosser. 
Mom, Jessie Margaret McLeod, was born in Carlyle, Saskatchewan 
and came to Rosser with her family in 1920 to the Pond place, now 
owned by Mr. W. Galbrilith, NE 10-12-IE. From there they went to 
the Grisdale farm, SE l'I-12-IE, which is now owned by Dale and 
Glen Riddell. Mom also attended East Rosser school. 

My parents were married in 1935 and lived with Dad's parents, 
Mr. & Mrs. William Thomas Wedge, fortwo years. Then they rented 
a farm, W 1/2 33-11-1 E, from Mr. A. Krym and lived there until 
1948 when they bought Mom's original home fann from Mrs. Jane 
Harriet. They lived there until their deaths: Dad in 1962 and Mom 
in 1967. 

In 1944 they adopted me, Barbara Jessie, and in 1949, Roderick 
Thomas. Both Mom and Dad were avid curlers and belonged to the 
Rosser and Gordon Curling Clubs. Dad was a member of the Rosser 
Municipal Council for 16 years, he was chairman of Public Works, 
served as East Rosser School trustee for a number of years, was a 
member of the Rosser United Church and on the Board of Stewards. 
Mom was a life member of the Women's Institute and a member of 
the Ladies Aid, now UCW, as well as a church member. 

Barbara and John Hewitt 
I, Barbara, was born on August I, 1940. My parents, Mac and 

Jessie Wedge, adopted me in 1943. I attended Rosser and East 
Rosser School and also United College in Winnipeg. I worked at the 
King George Hospital for one year. On October 3, 1959 I married 
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John (Jack) A. Hewitt of Carlyle, Saskatchewan and we made our 
home there. 

I was a member of the Rosser United Church and was one of the 
original choir members under the direction of Mrs. Shirley Hallick. 
I also belonged to the Rosserettes 4-H Club under the leadership of 
Mrs. Jean Mulligan and was also a member of the Hi-C group. I 
taught Sunday School and played the old pump organ for Sunday 
School on occasion. One of my most remembered highlights were 
the Vesper Services on Christmas Eve. 

In 1966 Jack and I adopted Albert Ray, at the age of six months. 
On June II, 1969 our son, Kelvin Wayne, was born. On February 
28, 1971 our third son, Blaine Edward, was born. 

On June 23,1990 Ray married Jana Thomas of Manor, Saskatch
ewan. On October 21, 1990 their son, Christopher Alexander, was 
born. Ray and Jana make their home in Regina. 

Kelvin is single and also makes his home in Regina. 
Blaine has ason, Tyler Dale, born July 21,1990. Blaine and Tyler 

make their home in Weyburn. 
Jack and I now make our home in Kenosee Lake, Saskatchewan. 

I retired from the work force five years ago and am now enjoying our 
grandchildren, the "fun" game of golf in the summer and curling in 
the winter. Jack works for a highway construction crew in the 
summer. In the winter months he enjoys pool, fishing and 
snowmobiling. Last winter we enjoyed a trip to Arizona. 

- Barbara 1. Hewitt 

Roderick Thomas Wedge 
Rod was born March 12, 1947 in Victoria, British Columbia. He 

is the adopted son of Mac and Jessie Wedge and was raised on the 
family farm in Rosser. He attended East Rosser and Rosser schools 
and Warren Collegiate. 

In 1967 Rod married Shirley Riddell. Their marriage was blessed 
by the birth of their two sons: Jeffrey Riddell, born July 26, 1970 and 
Jamison Tyler, born September 24, 1971. 

In 1974 in pursuit of his dream to be a truck driver, Rod moved 
his family to Hinton, Alberta where they experienced the thrills and 
challenges of the trucking industry from the forests of Alberta to the 
oil fields of Texas. While living in Alberta, Rod and his family 
developed a devout love for nature and the outdoors. 

In 1982, Rod moved to the United States. Shirley, Jeff and Jame 
returned to Winnipeg. 

Rod married Cindy Wolff of Billings, Montana in 1984. There he 
made his home, shared by stepsons Blake and Nathan and his sons, 
Jeff and Jame, who made frequent visits. 

Rod began driving for Sysco Foods, formerly Continental Keil, 
in 1984. His work was demanding of time but leisure hours were 
spent enjoying his pastimes of snowmobiling, four-wheeling and 
driving his touring bike. 

Rod's life was taken on October28, 1991 in Wisconsin. While on 
his regular run he had stopped at the scene of a traffic accident to 
assist a victim. He will be remembered by all who knew him for his 
love of life and consideration for others. 

WHITE 

William and Florence (Moore) 
William was born in December, 1869 and was raised and educated 

in Smarden, Kent, England. At the age of 18 he immigrated to 
Canada and for the next few years he lived and worked in and around 
the Toronto area. While he was living in Toronto he met and married 
Florence Moore. She was born in London, England in August, 1870 
and arrived in Canada about ten years later. 
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During the next few years they moved around Ontario from place 
to place wherever he could find ajob. He worked at a variety of jobs: 
bricklayer; in a sawmill keeping track of all the lumber sold; as a 
timber cruiser going ahead of the cutters and marking the trees to be 
cut; and on barges on the Great Lakes hauling all kinds of cargo 
including hay. They finally settled at Craighurst, Ontario where they 
raised and educated their family and where Florence passed away in 
June, 1926. 

Three or four years later William moved to Lilyfield to live with 
his son, Melville, and his family. They were living on a farm NW 20-
12-2E. William helped out on the farm and enjoyed his grandchil
dren. He passed away in May, 1945. 

William White 

Melville and Eva (Barker) 
Melville or Mel, as he was known, was one of a family of five 

children born to William and Florence White. He was born and 
raised in Craighurst, Ontario in October, 1899. 

Back: Lenore. Boh 
Frollt: Lyla. Mel. Arlene. Em alld Vema White 

In the spring of 1916 he and a friend, Wilfred Oades, decided to 
come west and seek their fame and fortune. I doubt that either of 
them ever attained either. They went to work on the farm of James 
W. Morrison in the Lilyfield district. From there Melville went to 
work for another farmer, a Mr. Dunlop. This term of employment 
ended when he and Bill Barker decided to rent the farm ofMr. James 



Chambers at NW 20-12-2E. After some time, Bill left to help his 
brother, Lambert, operate the home farm. Mel continued to work the 
Chambers farm. 

In November, 1924 Mel married Eva Barker and brought her 
home to the fal111 he was renting. Eva was one of a family of seven 
children born to Robert and Elizabeth Barker of Lily field in Septem
ber, 1899 in Winnipeg. She attended school at Lilyfield as well as in 
Winnipeg. Before she was married she taught classical music and 
continued to play for pleasure whenever she had any time to spare. 
In later years she played the organ in the Lilyfield United Church. 

Eva and Mel raised a family of four daughters and one son: 
Lenore, born in 1926; Verna, born in 1928; Lyla, born in 1930; 
Arlene, born in 1932; and Robert (Bob), born in 1937. 

It was around 1945 that Mel was approached about changing over 
from shipping cream to shipping milk and thus he entered into the 
dairy industry. Of course that was the pre-hydro era and therefore all 
the cows had to be milked by hand - a project that incorporated the 
help of the whole family. It was with great joy and anticipation that 
they awaited the coming of hydro to the district. 

In the spring of 1947 they purchased the Phipps farm at NW 16-
12-2E where Mel and Eva spent their remaining years. Their son, 
Bob, and his family continue to reside there. 

The next few years were filled with the hard work involved in 
building up a farm and establishing a good dairy herd. In 1952 Mel 
suffered a heart attack and had to slow down so Bob quit school and 
took over the farming for his dad - a pretty heavy responsibility for 
a 15 year old. 

In 1963 a new four room bungalow was moved onto the farm for 
Eva and Mel. Eva was thrilled with her new home and said that it was 
the first time that she could remember being able to get out of bed 
on a cold winter morning without freezing her feet. Sad to say she 
was only able to live in it for 13 months. On the morning of 
December 24, 1964 she suffered a massive stroke and passed away 
five days later from a second one. She was laid to rest in the Lilyfield 
Cemetery. 

Mel continued to live a comparatively healthy life for another 
five years. He spent his winters in the US visiting three of his 
daughters and their families. In February, 1970 he passed away and 
was laid to rest beside his wife in the Lilyfield Cemetery. 

Eva and Mel always took an active interest in the community and 
in the people too. They are sadly missed by all who knew them: gone 
but not forgotten. 

- Vivian White 

Lenore and Richard Anderson 
Lenore is the eldest of five children born to Melville and Eva 

White. She grew up on a farm in the Lilyfield district and attended 
school at Phipps and Stonewall Collegiate. 

In 1942, after attending summer school, Lenore received a 
special peI111it to teach and was assigned the school at Norris Lake 
for one year. She was 16 years of age at the time. The next year she 
went back to school to take her Grade 12. After completing high 
school she attended Manitoba NOI111al School in Winnipeg and 
received her permanent teaching certificate. From there she went to 
teach at Ferndale School, a rural school near Starbuck, and taught 
there for two years. The next three years she spent teaching in 
Winnipeg. 

In 195 I Lenore went to visit her married sister, Verna, who was 
living in Colorado. While she was there she met Verna's brother-in
law, Richard Anderson. A few months later, on September I, they 
were married in the Lilyfield United Church and Lenore went to live 
in the United States with her new husband. 

Lenore and Richard have raised a family of five: Eva, who 
married Douglas White; Richard Jr.; Susan; Matthew, who 

married Kelly; and Sarah, who married Kalani Mack. As a result of 
these marriages, they have been blessed with ten grandsons and one 
granddaughter. They feel that they are very fortunate to have four of 
their children living quite near them. Sarah is the only one who does 
not, as she is living in Hawaii with her husband and family. 

Over the years Richard's profession changed from lawyer to 
educator, a profession he felt much more at home with. This has led 
to some very interesting and challenging job assignments. They 
have enjoyed many travel experiences through the years. 

Richard has retired from the teaching profession. He and Lenore 
have spent two years in Hawaii and 18 months in Zimbabwe, Africa 
on a teaching service mission. 

Lenore and Richard Andcrson 

Lenore and Richard reside in Salt Lake City, Utah and are, at 
present, glad to be home and near their family. They are both very 
active in church and community endeavours and love to travel any 
chance they get. 

Verna and Norris Anderson 
Verna Florence was the second offive children born to Melville 

and Eva White of Lilyfield. She was born on March 28, 1928 in 
Winnipeg. 

\lerna and Norris Anderson 

A good name is a sound inheritance. 
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Verna attended the Phipps School from Grades I through 9. She 
fondly remembers the fun baseball tournaments the school partici
pated in during June at Rosser. Upon completing her Grade 10 at 
Daniel Mcintyre School in Winnipeg, she went on to finish her 
education at the high school in Stonewall. From there she went into 
a nursing program at a hospital in Winnipeg. 

In 1950 Verna married Norris Dee Anderson of Colorado, USA. 
They settled in Manassa, Colorado where they remained for the next 
13 years. Norris was a teacher at the school there. Over the next few 
years they moved around to a few different places before they finally 
settled in the Pueblo, Colorado area. They remained there for the 
next 22 years. Norris was a college professor in Pueblo. 

Upon his retirement, they moved back to the ranch at Manassa 
where they enjoy all aspects of ranching and raising beef cattle. 

Verna and Norris have been married for 42 years and have raised 
a family of 8 children: Robert, David, Lynne, Jackie, Don, 
Douglas, Lola and Michael. They and their spouses have produced 
25 grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren for Verna and Norris to 
spoil. 

Lyla and Jack Florence 
Lyla is the middle child of the five born to Melville and Eva White 

of Lilyfield, Manitoba. She was born in July of 1930 in Winnipeg. 
Lyla attended Phipps School to attain her education. She was also a 
great help to her parents as she worked in the barn as well as in the 
house. 

In October, 1951 Lyla married John (Jack) Florence of Balm oral, 
Manitoba. This was also the year that Jack joined the RCAF and 
trained as an airframe technician. Over the next 25 years or so they 
were posted here and there. One of these postings took them on a four 
year tour of duty at No.2 Wing in France. While they were there they 
were able to see quite a lot of Europe during their holidays. They 
were stationed there from 1958 to 1962. 

On their return to Canada they were posted to Winnipeg for eight 
years. It was while they were there that Lyla suffered the loss of both 
of her parents, her mother in 1964 and her father in 1970. 

In the summer of 1970 they were on the move again, this time to 
Cold Lake, Alberta. In 1978 Jack retired from the Armed Forces but, 
as he likes to keep busy. he was soon hard at it again. This time he 
started working for Diversified Bus Lines and, for the next few 
years, was kept very busy with tours. Lyla often went along to help 
with the passengers. 

L\'la and Jack Florence 
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Three or four years ago they took their retirement one step 
further. They moved to Clearbrook, British Columbia where they 
are enjoying the mild winters, their fruit trees and their garden. 

Lyla and Jack have two children: Ruth and Bryce. 
Ruth was born in October, 1952. She started school at Phipps but 

attended many other schools after that. In 1975 she married Henry 
(Hank) Cripps who is also acareer Airman with the Canadian Armed 
Forces. They have a family of two boys. Jeffery and Kevin. They are 
presently living in St. Albert, Alberta. 

Bryce was born in May. 1955. He attended many different 
schools over the years. He trained and worked as an electrician for 
a few years before entering the RCMP. graduating as a Mountie in 
1980. He has been posted with the RCMP detachment at Maple 
Ridge, British Columbia. Bryce married Judith Lockhart of Cold 
Lake, Alberta. They have two children, Katharine and Graham. 
They are currently living at Pitt Meadows, British Columbia. 

Arlene and Ray Jackson 
Arlene is the fourth of five children born to Melville and Eva 

White of the Lilyfield district. She was raised on a farm in the 
Lilyfield district and attended school at Phipps and Stonewall 
Collegiate. While attending school in Stonewall she stayed with 
some people by the name of Pearson during the week and went home 
for the weekends. After completing high school Arlene entered the 
Winnipeg General Hospital School of Nursing and became a nurse. 

Arleni' and Ray Jackson 

While visiting her two married sisters, Lenore and Verna, who 
were living in Colorado, she met Ray Jackson. Arlene and Ray were 
married in the Lilyfield United Church in June of 1955. 

They made their home on a ranch near La Jara, Colorado. They 
have raised a family of seven lovely children who are all married 
with families of their own, except Darrell. Rhonda married Charles 
Thomas; Donna married Stephen McCarroll; Debra married David 
Timmins; Adele married Tom Barr; Annette married Rodney 
Reynolds; Brian married Cindy Jackson. This family has produced 
20 grandchildren for Arlene and Ray to love and spoil. Brian and his 
family are living in Denver, but the rest of the family are all living 
in close proximity to where they grew up. 

In 1978 Arlene went to work at the La Jara Clinic as a Clinical 
Assistant. She soon became Clinical Supervisor. She was able to 
make use of her nurses training in this way. 

In June of 1983 Arlene became an American citizen; however, 
she was still able to retain her Canadian citizenship as well. 



In 1992, Arlene and Ray left the ranch with mixed feelings. They 
have bought a home in La Jara and have retired there. Arlene is still 
going to work for a while and if Ray is missing the ranch too much, 
he goes out and gives one of his sons-in-law a hand. 

Robert and Vivian (Halen) 
Robert or Bob, as he has always been known, is the youngest of 

five children and the only son born to Melville and Eva Barker. He 
was born in June, 1937 in Winnipeg. 

Bob was raised in the Lilyfield district where he first lived on the 
"Chambers" farm on NW 20-12-2E which his father was renting at 
that time. In March, 1947 his father purchased what was known as 
the Phipps farm on NW 16-12-2E. A part of this farm home had once 
housed the Lilyfield Post Office. Although the old house is now 
gone, Bob and his family continue to live on the farm. 

During the years that Bob was growing up he attended Phipps 
school to obtain his education. At the age of 15, when he was in 
Grade Nine, his father took ill and Bob quit school and took over the 
operation of the fmm. The ensuing years were filled with a lot of hard 
work, although I doubt if Bob ever regretted his decision. 

In the fall of 1957 Bob met a young lady from Northern Sas
katchewan by the name of Vivian Halen. I am the elder of two 
daughters born to Bror and Leontina Halen and was born at Hudson 
Bay, Saskatchewan in December, 1938. I was raised mostly in bush 
camps until I became school age. At that time the family had settled 
in the little hamlet of Clemenceau near Hudson Bay. I attained my 
education, Grades One through Ten, at Clemence au and Eleven and 
Twelve in Hudson Bay. I graduated from there in June, 1957 and, in 
October, Audrey Maxwell (Hardy) and I came to Winnipeg. I 
worked for the Manitoba Medical Service and remained in their 
employ until the fall of 1960. 

In November, 1960 Bob and I were married in the Lilyfield 
United Church with many of our family and friends in attendance. 
We honeymooned in Colorado while visiting Bob's sisters there. 
We returned home and began our married life working together on 
the farm. During the next few years we were blessed with three 
children: Darla, Derek and Dain. 

In the summer of 1966 a 14 year old boy by the name of Archie 
Delorme was in want of a summer job. He arrived at the White farm 
during haying season and spent the rest of the summer doing odd 
jobs around there. For the next three and a half years he spent nearly 
all of his weekends and holidays with the Whites and became like 
one of the family. When he was 18 he moved in full time and 
remained with us until he was 23 when he moved into Winnipeg. He 
was a great help and ajoy to have around and was missed when he 
moved. 

In 1977 the old farm home was tom down to make way for the 
building of a new three bedroom ranch-style house. During con
struction our family lived in the little two bedroom bungalow that 
had been built for Bob's parents some years earlier. At the end of 
June, 1978 we finally made the move and none too soon. For the next 
16 months the "little" house was rented to a gentleman by the name 
of Culmer "Rusty" Benner. In December, 1979 my parents moved 
into it. 

Bob and I have a wide range of hobbies and things to do for which 
there isn't always time. Bob has a very extensive toy tractor and 
implement collection, a hobby which is shared with our son, Dain. 
He is also very interested in the restoration of old trucks and tractors 
as are the boys. I have a very large spoon collection as well as a Royal 
Albert collection of cups and saucers with bread and butter plates, 
most of which have been gifts. We are both avid readers and have 
also been involved with ceramics. Bob is a member of the Rocklands 
Antique Club. They take antique tractors, implements, trucks and 
cars to quite a few fairs throughout southern Manitoba and have 

them on display. They also hold a threshing day every fall and use 
all antique machinery. I crochet and enjoy any and all handicrafts. 
At the moment I am very involved with the research and compiling 
of this book. I am very interested in history of any kind and 
especially in genealogy. Being Scandinavian by ancestry I am 
finding it very hard to trace my family tree as every generation meant 
a change of surname. 

Bob and I are also very interested and active in all aspects of the 
community in which we live. As well, we are involved with and 
serve on many committees. 

There has always been a lot of hard work on the farm. Over the 
years I have learned a lot about the farming industry including the 
operation of equipment in the fields as well as helping in the barn. 
However, even with all the work that it has entailed it has been agood 
life for the family. Having such great friends and neighbours just 
makes life even better. 

The children all attended school at Stonewall. The school bus 
picked them up at the end of the driveway every morning and 
deposited them back there at the end of the school day. 

Darla. Dain. Derek 
Boh and Vil'ian White 

Darla was born in March, 1962 in Winnipeg. She graduated from 
Stonewall Collegiate with business skills in 1980. That summer 
Darla and Derek went on a month long trip to Sweden with their 
Grandma Halen. They had a great time even though they were 
unable to understand the language. They said that a majority of the 
people they conversed with spoke some English. They visited with 
their grandmother's sister, her daughters and their families as well 
as other relatives and friends from her childhood. 

In 1981 Darla took a course to be a television camera operator. 
However, after completing the course and sending out many resumes 
to different places across Canada she was unable to get ajob in that 
field. After doing a few odd jobs she decided to go back to school and 
take a course in hair dressing. She completed the course in the 
summer of 1983 and opened her own shop, Mountain Plaza Hair 
Stylist at Stony Mountain. In 1987 she she decided to go back to 
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school again. As computers were taking over the work place she 
decided that a course in data entry was the way to go and enrolled in 
an evening course at Red River Community College. Upon complet
ing the course she became employed by National Record Distributors 
where she is still working as a secretary/receptionist. She enjoys the 
work and the people she works with. 

Derek was born in May, 1964 in Winnipeg and has worked at a 
variety of jobs since he left school after Grade Twelve in 1982. He 
worked in the warehouses of both Eatons and Sears, sprayed 
potatoes for the Standard-Chemical Co., helped on the farms of 
neighbours as well as helping out at home, worked for the Pfizer 
Chemical Co. delivering chemicals to many places throughout 
Manitoba and drove a delivery truck for Ridsdale Transport. He 
spent from June, 1986 to March, 1990 in Ontario just north of 
Toronto. While in Ontario he worked in a garage, on dairy farms, on 
beef farms and also did custom work for a fellow who owned a lot 
of farm equipment. In the spring of 1991 he took a course to drive 
semi-tractors and is now employed by Trans-X. He spends his time 
driving a big rig across Canada and into different parts of the United 
States. 

Dain was born in Winnipeg in October, 1971. He graduated from 
Grade Twelve in 1990 and is at present helping his dad on the farm. 
He had to grow up in a hurry the summer he was 16 when his dad took 
sick and couldn't do anything for three or four months. Dain, with 
the help of Mark McCoy, took over the responsibility of the farm 
from July till late fall. Then in May, 1991 the two of them took over 
the farm operation again when Bob had knee surgery and was unable 
to do much for the whole summer. Dain would like to go back to 
school and take a trade as soon as he decides which offers the best 
opportunities. He shares his father's interest in restoring old vehicles 
and is in the process of restoring a 1973 Plymouth Roadrunner to 
original. He is also very interested in'the farm toy collection he and 
his dad share. 

The White farm is situated approximately ten miles north of 
Winnipeg. Living here, we have always felt that we have the best of 
both worlds: close enough to the city to enjoy what it has to offer but 
fm'enough away to enjoy the space. We can't really claim "quiet and 
solitude", for anyone who has ever visited here would know that 
simply does not apply. I often feel I should have a revolving door 
installed in the entrance to the house as company often comes and 
goes at a rate rivalling that of Grand Central Station. However, 
people are always welcome to visit and the coffee pot is always on. 

W ALTER AND SHIRLEY WHITE 

The Walter White clan has grown up and dispersed around the 
country. Walter was born in Beausville, Ontario, the youngest of a 
family of six. He left Ontario at the age of21 when he worked his way 
to Vancouver and then back east, settling in Transcona and then in 
Lilyfield where he finally realized he was at home. 

Walter married Shirley Conquergood and spent several years in 
the printing trade and real estate, then packed up and headed back to 
British Columbia. Walter and Shirley now live in Kelowna where 
Walter is a top salesman for an international sales and marketing 
company. 

Shirley was born in Lilyfield, the youngest daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. M.D. Conquergood. She attended school both in Lilyfield and 
at Gordon Bell High in Winnipeg. She earned her LPN license and 
worked at Winnipeg's Grace Hospital before moving to Kelowna. 

Walter and Shirley have five children: 
The eldest, Margaret, lives in Kenora, Ontario with her husband, 

Allen, and their two children, Christina and Neil, both of whom are 
in school. Margaret works for the Ontario Provincial Police and 
Allen is involved with a sign company. 
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Irene lives in Winnipeg with Roger Matas and is following in her 
father's footsteps as one of Winnipeg's top real estate agents with 
Royal LePage. 

Sheila and her husband, Bill Coggan, live in Warren with their 
three children: Amy, Amanda and Robert. Bill works for Lawson 
Sales and Service as well as several area farmers. 

Gail is another family member living in Ontario. Gail is in 
Redditt with David Byington and their daughter, Jessalind. She 
works for a large banking institution. 

The youngest child, Lyle, lives in Vancouver and is pursinn a 
. b 

career 111 hotel management. 

THE WHITEHEAD F AMIL Y 

Hello again, Lilyfield! 
This dispatch was heard by the writer coming from Tom, Edith, 

John, Bob, Allison, Florence, David, Sandy, Susan and Marcia, 
Loraine, Karen and Laurel. Whiteheads all and all of the Lilyfield 
Whiteheads. 

My name is David Whitehead and I'm the sole survivor of the 
generations that lived in the Lilyfield district. I began to put pen to 
paper on May 18, 1991 having chosen a physical setting to suit the 
task. Perhaps I was led by my grandfather's hand as I walked toaspot 
a quarter of a mile west of the farm buildings along the north wall of 
Jessamine Gray's bush. It was here that I set up my picnic table and 
gazed in at the homes of my parents, uncles and grandparents. 

Edith and Tholllas Whitehead 

My grandparents were Thomas Fayette Whitehead and Katharine 
Edith Sanders. Tom was born in Port Hope, Ontario on June 29, 1877 
and Edith was born in Galveston, Texas on November 26, 1875. 
They were married in Winnipeg in December, 1905. 

The original farm, purchased from Heber Archibald in 1913, is 
two and a half miles north of the perimeter highway on Sturgeon 
Road. Legal land descriptions were NE 20, N 1/2 ofSE 20, S 1/2 SW 
20 and NW 17 - all in Township 12, Range 2E of prime meridian. 
The land, in 1992, is now owned in several parcels by neighbours. 

Tom and Edith had two sons: John Sanders, born September 24, 
1907 and Robert Archibald, born September 2, 1909. 

John married Agnes Allison Robertson of Winnipeg in June of 
1944. Sandra Katharine was born to John and Allison on February 
4,1946. 

Bob married Florence Bella Matheson Skinner of Winnipeg on 
October 20, 1939. Florence was born in May, 19 I 2. Robert David 
Thomas (Dave) was born to Bob and Florence on December 17, 



Sandra and her 11/011/ Allison Sandra and her dad John 

1944. Dave has three children. Marcia Noelle, born December 22, 
1973 from his marriage to Susan Boutilier, lives in Winnipeg. Dave 
married Loraine Marcel Ann Grychowski of Invermay, Saskatch
ewan on October 8, 1977 and their children are Karen Aubrey, born 
February 2, 1980, and Laurel Amber, born November 13, 1982. 

There's the genealogy; now the stories, but a few of the many. 
On May 25, 1955 Dave and Sandy Whitehead, aged 10 and 9 -

first cousins by birth, brother and sister by lifestyle - are walking 
home from Phipps School. 

"Have you ever thought about the ideal age for a person to be?" 
"I haven't, but it would be swell to stay this age, wouldn't it?" 
That was one of my many moments of closeness with Sandy. She 

was my best friend and follower throughout our school years at 

Bob and Florence Whitehead 

Phipps, Wentworth, Grosse Isle and Stonewall. Sandra attended 
teachers college at the Tuxedo Campus. She taught for over 25 years 
in northwestern Ontario and Manitoba. Sandy died of bone cancer 
at the Stonewall Hospital on September 23. 1990 at the age of 44 
years. 

Her pulse was interchangeable with that of her community and 
her many loyal friends. Until the end, they gave back that loyalty to 
her in abundance. Besides her cousin Dave. Sandy got to know and 
form a sisterhood with Karen (Gray) Kaplen. They shared the 
experiences of life, the good and the bad. They travelled to Sweden 
together in 1969. 

Sandy and Marie Skinner, my Uncle Pete's daughter, celebrated 
the last days of Marie's single life with an exciting excursion to the 
Barbados in 1972. 

Sandy came through for me at Christmas of 1989 by searching out 
the one and only doll carriage in any Canadian Tire store in Western 
Canada and a little girl in my house continued to believe in Santa 
Claus. 

My Uncle John died on September 16, 1980 as a result of a car 
accident. He didn't experience "declining years" because he packed 
a lot of living into the 72 plus he was granted. As a husband, father, 
farmer, seed grower, University of Manitoba Diploma Agriculture 
1928, Masonic Lodge SO-year member, RM of Rosser Councillor, 
Secretary-Treasurer of Lilyfield Church, bridge player, golfer, 
hunter, wit and proud dad to my cousin. Sandra, his life was 
savoured. Uncle John never did satisfy his passion for Blue Boy ice 
cream because his nephew always seemed to have arrived at the 
freezer first. 

The home of my grandparents, Tom and Ede, was a busy place, 
especially in the early years after its construction in 1914. Many 
families from our community and Winnipeg enjoyed the food and 
entertainment in Edith's kitchen. For me, my grandpa was my wise 
mentor whether explaining a bobcat's hunting technique or selling 
the benefits I would derive from reading "Charles Dickens" and 
other works of literature. Tom's young life was spent in Ontario and 
New York State. After a brief effort at law school he became 
fascinated with the romance of farming in western Canada. He 
trained on a syndicate farm near Headingley and pioneered his own 

Da\'id. Lorraine Marcia Whitehead 
Karen and Laurel Whitehead 
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farm in Lilyfield. He died in 1957 at the age of 80 years and is buried 
in Brookside Cemetery. 

My grandmother, Edith, met Tom Whitehead while attending art 
school in New York City. Her lifelong interest in watercolor 
painting was rekindled in her eighty-fifth year. A series of 20 or 
more sketches followed. Her artwork on canvas and porcelain is 
displayed in my home here in North Battleford, Saskatchewan and 
at Sandra's cousin Ronald Coates' home in Calgary, Alberta. For 
me, grandma was someone to pester and to look after. On many 
occasions I sat in her bedroom and listened to her tales of the early 
days. She reciprocated when I needed to talk. She died in 1967 at the 
age of 92 years. 

My dad, Bob, was known to me as a shy guy with a large capacity 
for friendship. I'm grateful that today I'm completely at peace with 
recollections that I'd describe as tragic, humorous and interesting. 

Dad was a University of Manitoba Diploma Agriculture 1930 
graduate, a farmer, car buff, wrestling fan and a helpful humble 
person in the community. He was a prankster. At university he 
perfected the paper bag water bombs in residence stairwells. He led 
a midnight raid on the dairy building's ice cream storage freezer (no 
doubt the inspiration for my escapades on Uncle John's supply). 

My second day of school was my first full day, thanks to my dad 
and Bob White. While Bob introduced me to the wonders of the 
swings, the 1947 Studebaker taxi sounded a spray of gravel and I 
knew I was at school for good even before the car's tail lights 
appeared to my suddenly tear-filled eyes. It was September 3, 1950. 

I had a well reassured understanding of the closeness of my mum 
and dad, a feeling lasting unabated until my late teens. My mother's 
death on March 18, 1969 and the justice system's conclusion of my 
dad's responsibility meant ten years in prison. He made the best of 
it, making close friends among the prison guards, parole service 
people and folks he met after parole. He died in a car accident on 
March 18, 1982 at Mission, British Columbia. My dad is buried at 
the site of his parents' grave at Brookside Cemetery. As I mentioned 
at the start, I've resolved and have made peace with the enigma of 
his two-sided nature. I trust, I hope, this may be true in the 
community as well. 

"Florence, Flossie, Flo! What are you baking now?" 
My mother was driven to be kind and charitable. She was one of the 
"Skinner bunch" - my maternal relations - and her role models for 
that generous spirit. Mum and Dad decided to construct their own 
home in 1947, a "war time" blueprint. Skinner Bros. Plumbing and 
Heating decided they couldn't see their sister without modern 
conveniences so they helped install running water. Our bathtub was 
often a central theme in a neighbourly Saturday night bath and tea 
and conversation for neighbours - Jean and Neil Smith in particular. 
Mum seemed tuned into the needs of the folks in the community, old 
friends in Winnipeg and various senior citizens. Her tenure in and 
around Lilyfield lasted 40 years having met Dad in 1929. She baked 
for fall suppers, quilted for the UCW and organized hand-me
downs. She was a willing helper in Dad's sugar beet enterprise of the 
1940's and a skilled capon marketing agent in the 1950's and early 
60's. In 1969, Mom died at the age of 56 years. 

My Aunt Allison was a Robertson, born in Oben, Scotland in 
September, 1905. Her family immigrated to western Canada when 
she was very young. Her early years of poverty strengthened her 
character. A teacher in Manitoba and Saskatchewan in her early 
years, she married John in 1944. Allison was a great mate to Uncle 
John, helping to develop the retirement property, adjacent to the 
original family home, between 1973 and 1980. She was gruff at 
times, as knowledgeable readers will attest, but we all saw through 
to the heart of gold underneath. Aunt Allison was a gardener, Sunday 
School teacher, community supporter and my trusted listening post 
(especially after 1969). She moved to Winnipeg after Uncle John's 
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death. Sandra and her mum kept in close touch with family -
Allison's sisters, in-laws, nieces and nephews in Cal aary Alberta 
and our crew in North Battleford, Saskatchewan. My d'aughters 
called her Aunty Granny. Aunt Allison died on June 28, 1990 in her 
eighty-fifth year and is buried at the Lilyfield Cemetery beside 
Uncle John, Sandra and my mother. 

I believed as a youth that I would live and work on the farm in 
Lilyfield for the rest of my life. What really happened was that I 
attended the University of Manitoba and attained a Bachelor of 
Science in Agriculture and have been an Agriculture Representative 
since convocation in 1968. As this is written, I'm a 12-year veteran 
extension agrologist with the Saskatchewan Indian Agriculture 
Program stationed in North Battleford. 

Loraine is a farm girl from Invermay, Saskatchewan. She has her 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing and is a nursing instructor with 
Kelsey Campus of Saskatchewan's vocational college system. 

My daughters Marcia, Karen and Laurel are three very capable 
and lovable young ladies. 

Marcia lives in Winnipeg with her mother, Susan, and is a good 
friend of her grandmother, Betty Boutelier of St. James. Marcia has 
travelled to Toronto, Ontario and London, England as a performer 
in the Winnipeg Girls Choir, acts in school musical plays and is 
interested in the School of Music at the University of Manitoba. 
Perhaps she will be led by my grandmother'S spirit to New York City 
some day. 

Karen and Laurel are real good buddies of Loraine and I. They've 
camped with us every summer of their lives and in 1992 will learn 
to water ski at our cabin at Jackfish Lake, 20 miles north of the 
Battlefords. Culturally they have blended our Scottish/Ukrainian 
backgrounds by excelling in Highland and Ukrainian dance. As with 
their camping routine, they started dancing at an early age. They 
have medals, trophies, certificates and photographs to chronicle 
their progress. 

About ten o'clock every night these two buddies of mine listen 
patiently to bedtime stories, many of which originate in my mind's 
eye which is clearly focused on the community and people of 
Lilyfield who gave me my roots. 

- David Whitehead 

THE WILKINS FAMILY 

The Wilkins family - Dad and Mom (Winfield and Helena) and 
four of their seven children, Wallace, Edith, Phyllis and me, Vernon 
- moved to Manitoba from Shaunavon, Saskatchewan because ofthe 
drought conditions in Saskatchewan in the Dirty Thirties. We lived 
for a time in the Shoal Lake District, then moved to the Rosser area. 

Phyllis and I attended Little Mountain School in 1937 and 1938. 
Winfield, known to his friends as Win, loved animals and horse 
trading was what kept the wolf away from the door. Many carloads 
of horses were shipped from Saskatchewan to Manitoba where he 
sold and traded. He worked in conjunction with Vic Fennel, also 
from Shaunavon, who had an auction market in Winnipeg. 

The family lived on the farnl owned by Evered Lawrence about 
one mile north of Little Mountain School until the fall of 1938 when 
they moved back to Saskatchewan. The family remembers the many 
good friends and acquaintances we had in the short time we lived 
there. We were so pleased to see many of them at the reunion held 
for Little Mountain School in 1987. 

Win and Helena passed away in 1967 and 1973. 
Wallace married Maria Schultz and has four stepchildren. 
Edith married Carl Cairns and has two children. They still reside 

in Shaunavon. 



Phyllis married Jack Mitchell, they have two children. Jack 
passed away in 1987. Phyllis lives in Kelowna, British Columbia. 

I, Vernon, married Alice Smith and had two children, Dwight 
and Craig. Dwight lost his life in an aircraft accident in 1982. Craig 
and his family took over the farm when Alice and I moved into 
Shaunavon in 1983. 

- Vernon Wilkins 

WILLIAMS 

Cecilia alld Joseph Willia/lls 

Reminiscing... - A. James Williams 
As a boy I 100kedforvI'ard to summer vacations and many happy 

times >vith my grandparents, the senior Thomas Riggan~, my aunts, 
uncles and especially younger cousins my age at Lilyfield and the 
surrounding district. I could take a streetcar fi'om my home on 
Aubrey Street in Winnipegfor 5 cents. It took me to the bus depot on 
the west side of Hargrave Street directly acrossfi'om Eaton's. The 
bus tral'elled the original highwayfrom the bus depot to the Lilyfield 
Cemetery corner where I disembarked. This cost 25 cents. 

The highway went westfi'om the cemeteryfor one mile, then north 
past the Phipps School. When Grandpa Riggedl settled there he was 
promised the highway would go by his place to the next crossroad 
west; but someone with more inf7uence managed to swing it west 
between the Lil):field Cemetery and Bell' sfann - now knowl/ as Bel 
Acres Golfand Country Club -leaving the Riggallfarm with I/othing 
but a muddy, rutted road in summer and snowbound in winter. 

After leaving the bus I would walk north past the Bellfarm on my 
left and the old Williams Quarry on my right. The Speers' oil derrick 
marked the spot directly north of the Bell farm where a fi'uitless 
search for oil had taken place. On one of my visits I spied a sea of 
tigerlillies. the inspirationfor the name, Lilyfleld, in beautifit! array 
and thought how nice it would be to pick a bouquet for Grandma. 
However, upon venturingforward, my path was hlocked by afamily 
of skunks and, needless to say, I made a hasty retreat without the 
Fowers. 

We all attended the Lilyfield church and I can remember the 
Lilyfield schools north of the church on the opposite side of the road. 
The first school was of log structure but it was replaced by a more 
modern building with a basement. It has also gone the way ()fmost 
rural schools. 

At that time, in the 20' sand 30' s, there was no electricity at 
Grandma and Grandpa's and they used kerosene lamps. As they had 
no car, transportation was by horse and buggy in the slimmer and 
by cutter or sleigh in the winter. Of course, there was always the 
alternative of walking! 

Joseph and Cecilia Williams were married on January 24, 1872 
at Hemmingford, Quebec. Joseph was born onJune 1,1832 at Morse 
Mitchell Dean, Gloucester, England and died on April IS, 1909 in 
Winnipeg. Cecilia was born on December 4, 1844 at Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, USA and died on April 10, 1927. Both Joseph and 
Cecilia are buried at St. John's Cathedral Cemetery. 

Harriet Adelaide C. was born on January II, 1873 at 
Hemmingford, Quebec and died on February 18, 1939 in Winnipeg. 
She is buried at St. John's Cathedral Cemetery. Harriet married 
Andrew Griesee on February 2, 1924 at Winnipeg. They had no 
children. 

Addington H. was born on April 27, 1877 and died by accident 
at the Williams Quarry on November I, 1902. He is buried at St. 
John's Cathedral Cemetery. 

Reginald J. was born on July 8, 1880 at East Selkirk, mani
toba and died on December 25, 1959 in Winnipeg. He is buried at 
St. James Anglican Church Cemetery. Reginald married Alice 
Yockney. They had seven children: Gladys (deceased), Connie, 
Reginald, Charles (deceased), Howard, Frederick (deceased) and 
Joyce. 

AIj;'ed N. Willim/ls 

Alfred N. was born on 
April 15, 1882 at East Selkirk 
and died on October 13, 1956 
in Winnipeg. He is buried at 
Brookside Cemetery. Alfred 
married Anne Riggall of 
Lilyfield. They had three 
children: Neville, Dolly and 
James (Jim). 

DONALD AND LESLIE WILSON 

Leslie was born the eldest daughter of Alice and Evered Lawrence 
and was raised on the family farm at 33-11-2E. She attended Little 
Mountain School for all of her elementary schooling and holds many 
fond memories of these years; in particular the annual picnic and, of 
course, the wonderful Christmas concerts. She moved on to 
Wentworth and Rosser School before graduating from Stonewall 
Collegiate and was active in the local 4-H sewing club for many 
years. Leslie attended the University of Manitoba from which she 
graduated with a Bachelor of Home Economics and a Certificate in 
Education. It was at university that she met Donald Wilson and they 
were married after graduation. 

Don came to Manitoba from Burlington, Ontario to attend the 
Faculty of Agriculture from which he obtained a Bachelor's degree. 
Leslie and Don lived and worked in Winnipeg for a year then were 
transferred to Dauphin. After one year they returned to Winnipeg 
and started farming with Evered. Glen and Keith were both born in 
Winnipeg but moved as babies to the home which they purchased 
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from Audrey and Bodie Dykstra, located just north of Alice and 
Evered. This is where Heather was born and the family lived for ten 
years. 

In 1980 Leslie and Don purchased 100 acres on Sturgeon Road 
at SW 21-12-2E where they built a home and moved in early in 1981. 
They built their home on the original clearing where the Dean home 
once sat. They have collected a number of old bottles and artifacts 
from the yard site and still wonder what they might turn up with the 
next spade of earth. They enjoy hearing stories of the previous life 
on this site which usually refer to the skating parties in the winter. 

During the early years of farming Don taught some farm man
agement courses in the winter and later, took a position with 
Standard Chemical Ltd. in Winnipeg. He began to farm full time in 
1976 while continuing work for Stanchem in the winter months. In 
the winter of 1986 he started his own sprout inhibiting potato 
company, Wilson Chemicals Ltd. Today he continues to operate a 
grain farm and Wilson Chemicals Ltd and recently began supplying 
and installing automated ventilation systems for potato storage. 

Leslie returned to substitute teaching and then took a position 
with the Arris Centre in Stonewall in 1982. She has remained with 
the Association for Community Living, Interlake Branch in Stonewall 
in a variety of roles as the Association grew. She is currently its 
Executive Director. 

As the children grew they were each involved in a variety of 
activities associated with the Stonewall schools which they attended. 
Glen was especially active in minor hockey in Stonewall while 
Keith pursued curling in Stonewall and shooting with Grants Lake 
Junior Rifle. Heather enjoyed piano lessons and many school 
activities. Glen, Keith and Heather attended R.W. Bobby Bend and 
Stonewall Centennial Schools and graduated from Stonewall Colle
giate. 

Glen married Renee Richot and they live in Winnipeg with their 
young son, Drew. Glen is currently in his last year at the Faculty of 
Law at the University of Manitoba. He expects to graduate in the 
spring of 1992 and has accepted a position to article for a year with 
CP Rail at that time. 

Keith joined Canada's Armed Forces upon finishing high school 
and is completing a four year university program which included 
two years at Royal Roads Military College in Victoria, British 
Columbia followed by two years at Royal Military College in 
Kingston, Ontario where he will graduate with a Bachelor of 
Commerce in May, 1992. He has completed all initial stages of pilot 
training with the Air Force in the summer phase of his training and 
will proceed to Moosejaw, Saskatchewan for jet training following 
graduation. 

Heather graduated from Stonewall Collegiate in 1991. She is 
currently enrolled in her first year at the University of Manitoba in 
the Faculty of Arts and continues to live at home. 

HAZEL WINGROVE 

What do I remember as a child at our home in Rosser? I remember 
just starting school, I think I only went one or two days in the Hall 
across the road from our house before the new Wentworth school 
opened. It was about a quarter mile away and we always walked. In 
summer we came home for lunch and in the winter we took our 
lunch. When I got older I remember taking milk and one of us would 
make cocoa for those who stayed. 

That was the coldest school anyone ever went to! It was supposed 
to be something new: the heat came out of the top register and cold 
through the bottom. It burned wood and took about four or five long 
logs at a time. I have seen this type of heating in the odd home since 
using gas and they have been warm, whether that makes a difference 
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or not I don't know. I only remember we used to march around the 
room first thing in the morning to get warm but we also had some 
lovely concerts, plays and dances in that school. 

We were very lucky in having two ridges not far from our house. 
They were covered with wild flowers, crocus in the spring ... we used 
to pick them and mother would put some in water for our table and 
the rest was sent to Margaret Scott's nursing home, where Dad used 
to deliver milk. The residents enjoyed the flowers. Then came the 
bluebells and the red bells and my favourites the cowslips, they were 
a yellow cluster. Whenever I go and see wild flowers I look forthem, 
but so far have never found any, maybe they have another name 
somewhere else. We used to hear the meadowlarks and sometimes 
found their nests but were warned not to get too close. 

I know that land has all been plowed up now but I will never forget 
the sunny days - hearing the meadowlarks sing and seeing the 
Monarch butterflies. I remember the family sitting on the front steps 
after the days work was done listening to the sounds of crickets and 
frogs and watching the city lights come on one by one. We would see 
a string oflights from the north end of the city, then in an arch across 
to the south. 

I remember going to Sunday School in the Hall across the road. 
In fact I have a Bible I won for an essay dated 1918, I would have 
been eight years old then. Later, when I was older, we went to the 
dances they had there. There was always a crowd from the city that 
came out to them and a good time was had by all. There were also 
whist games at different homes once in a while. I remember one in 
particular it was practically next door, at Churches, but it was such 
a stormy night we were the only ones there, enough forjust one table. 

My husband, Bob, was first transferred in 1951 from Winnipeg 
to Calgary where we lived until 1958. We moved back to Winnipeg 
for four years, then to Vancouver in 1962 for five years and back to 
Calgary in 1967. He retired in 1974 and passed away in April, 1976. 
We had two children. Our eldest a son, Robert E. (Ted), now living 
in Springville, Utah. He has three daughters and two sons. Our 
daughter, Joyce, married and had a daughter, Sheri. Joyce passed 
away five years ago in April. Altogether I have six grandchildren and 
nine great grandchildren. 

We all had our chores to do on the dairy, but it's too bad one does 
not realize how lovely it was until one gets older. 

- Hazel R. Wingrove 

·DA VID AND IRIS WINNING 

In 1972 we purchased our farm from Fred Blair. Known in the 
community as the Pete Green place, we immediately liked the yard 
because of the Green's well-planned landscaping and because of the 
slight rise in the terrain. We had grown up in the rolling farmland 
area around Neepawa and, after spending nearly 20 years in Winni
peg, we were hungry for space and even the tiniest hill was welcome. 

In 1975 we moved a trailer onto the yard and contracted Harry 
Gnidzechko to build our home. We moved into our house on 
December 5 of that year. Our children, Cindy and Kirby (David), 
enrolled in Warren Collegiate and Grosse Isle School that fall. 

David continued to operate his industrial waste business in 
Winnipeg and farm in Rosser until business pressure forced him into 
renting the farm to Dan Grenkow who is still farming it for us. David 
sold most of his company in 1986 but continues to operate A vin 
Rentals. Iris is employed by Assiniboine South School Division 
currently as vice-principal of Beaumont School. 

Cindy is married to Greg Shannon of Transcona and has two 
children from her previous marriage, Rod and Karly Bremner. 

Kirby (David) has recently graduated from the University of 
Manitoba. 



THE WITT F AMIL Y 

Ray and I were married on July 27, 1957. We lived in Winnipeg 
and moved to Rosser in 1975. We purchased land from Mr. and Mrs. 
W.H. Palmer in 1975 on 20-12-IE. Onour20 acres we built a home, 
shop, barn, chicken coop and planted a garden. 

Over the last 17 years we have raised children, grandchildren, 
cows, chickens, cats and dogs and learned a lot about country living 
and friendly people. Our children are: Donna Marie, Arnold Leonard. 
Paula Joan, Deborah Elma, Christine Margaret and Carl Raymond. 

Donna married Don McKenzie on June 2.1979. They have three 
daughters: Nadine, Kristin and Kayley. They reside in Gimli, 
Manitoba. 

Arnold married Debbie German on July 26. 1986. They reside in 
Headingley, Manitoba. 

Paula married Steve Lambert on September 17. 1988. They 
reside in Richmond. British Columbia. 

Deborah married Gerald Hildebrandt on August 4, 1984. They 
have two sons, Chad Christopher and Jessie Tyler. They reside in 
Marquette. 

Christine moved to Winnipeg in 1989. 
Carl lives at home and works for Cummins Mid-Canada Ltd. 
Sadly, Raymond died on March I, 1991. He is greatly missed by 

his family and friends. 
- Joan Witt 

The Will Family al Pallia alld SIC1'C'S weddillg 

THE WOLFE FAMILY 

Dwight. Theresa. son Brent and daughter Courtney purchased 
the property SE 24-11-IE in December 1990 and moved to the 
Municipality of Rosser in March 1991. 

Since November, 1988 Theresa has owned Charleswood 
Crafts & Custom Picture Framing on Roblin Boulevard. Prior to 
that Dwight was a credit manager for a number of years and also 
owned a liquid lawn fertilizer business which has been sold. 

Dwight was originally from a farming district west of 
Brandon and attended school in Rivers, Manitoba. Theresa was 
raised in the Charles wood area and attended St. John Breheuf 
School and St. Mary's Academy. Brent and Courtney attend 
school at Warren Collegiate and are involved in curling at the 
Rosser Curling Club. 

They enjoy developing their country property. 

JOHN AND GWLADYS YEAMAN 

John was born in Webb, Saskatchewan in 1907 and grew up on 
a farm. He attended school in Webb and later attended business 
college in Regina. 

GII'ladvs & John Yeamall 

He found employment with The Prudential Insurance Co. of 
America and in 1936 was transferred to their Winnipeg life insur
ance office as Assistant Manager. This branch was where his future 
wife worked. John still loved the farm so he bought acreage in 
Rosser adjoining Jim Melvin's farm and farmed for a few years. 

In 1967 he married Gwladys Evans of Winnipeg, sold his 
property and moved out to Abbotsford, British Columbia. Jim 
Melvin moved at the same time. He and John built several more 
houses in Abbotsford before John retired completely to enjoy his 
favourite sport - fishing in the many beautiful lakes in British 
Columbia. 

John passed away in 1984. Gwladys still lives in Abbotsford. 

AN :AN CIENT PRAYER 

Give us, Lord, a bit o'sun 
A bit o'work and a bit o'fun; 

Give us all in th' struggle and splutter 
Our daily bread and a bit o'butter; 

Give us health, our keep to make 
An' a bit to spare for poor folk' sake; 

Give us sense, for we're some of us duffers, 
An' a heart to feel for all that suffers; 

Give us, too, a bit of song, 
An' a tale, and a book to help us along, 

An' give us our share o'sorrow's lesson, 
That we may prove how grief's a blessin' 

Give us, Lord, a chance to be 
Our goodly best, brave, wise and free, 

Our goodly best for ourself, and others, 
Till all men learn to live as brothers. 

- Stan Fowke 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 

Early settlers as well as those who followed later have all, by the 
mere process ofliving theirdaily lives, contributed to the development 
of a certain quality oflife in this municipality. Some of these families 
were here for just a short time; others remained until they died and 
their offspring have scattered to other places. A few, for reasons 
known best to themselves, did not update family stories. 

The Book Committee felt that even though the following infor
mation is now only historical in context, it is important to recall these 
residents. The stories have been reprinted from Rosser Ripples, The 
Grosse Isle Story, Meadows Centennial 1970, and Footsteps Through 
The Years. 
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ECHOES FROM THE PAST ... 

Still on it creeps, 
Each little moment at another's heels, 

Till hours, days, years and ages are made up 
Of such small parts as these, and men look back 

Worn and bewildered, wondering how it is. 
Thou trav'llest like a ship in the wide ocean, 

Which hath no bounding shore to mark its progress. 
Joanna Baillie 



ROSS ANGST 

Ross Angst came to Grosse Isle in 1938 to operate the elevator for 
Federal Grain. He had come from Cypress River and his wife, Jess, 
was a native of Scotland. They lived first in the "old" store across the 
track until the elevator company built a cottage next to the school 
grounds and they were able to move into the new home. 

In the late 1950's they purchased a lot immediately east and 
erected a home of their own. 

Their daughter, Morag, attended school in Grosse Isle and 
studied both violin and piano. She married Bill Amy of the Darlingford 
district and they moved into the "elevator" cottage for several years. 
Later they moved to Stonewall and Dryden, Ontario. 

Ross Angst passed away in 1966 and a year later, Mrs. Angst sold 
the home and moved to Winnipeg. 

WILLIAM ATKINSON 

Among the earliest settlers of the district were the Atkinsons. 
Many of the members of this family, however, are now deceased and 
others have moved far away. This makes it somewhat difficult to 
compile facts and do justice to their history. 

William Atkinson was a young immigrant to Canada from 
Enniskillen, Ireland. On his arrival in Winnipeg he worked at 
various jobs, one of which was at a livery stable. A little later he 
obtained work at a lime kiln at the quarry situated about a mile north 
of the Little Mountain School. He bought a small acreage on SE 28-
11-2E in 1886 from George Lee Gardner (later of Oldfield, Kirby 
and Gardner Realtors) in what was then called the Parish of St. John. 
His first home was on a knoll to the northwest of their future site. 

In 1887 Mr. Atkinson married Miss Christina McKee. (Pioneering 
was by no means a new experience for her.) In 1872, at the age of 
four, she had travelled with her parents by covered wagon from 
Bruce County, Ontario, to settle near the Boyne River at Carman. 
Her father used to haul wheat across country from Carman to the 
grist mill at Headingley, a goodly distance. This was a time when the 
Black Foot Indians, who had pushed north from Montana, were 
sometimes anything but friendly! 

A few years after his marriage, William Atkinson bought another 
ten acres of land adjacent to his own and built the big white house 
on the spot still known as "Atkinson's Corner." Atkinson's was 
indeed a halfway house. Standing at the intersection of two busy 
roads, it was a haven for travellers battling the bad roads and bitter 
winds of winter. Atkinsons' light always beamed a welcome; warm 
stabling for the tired horses and a cup of tea for the weary travellers. 
When the "white house" was demolished by fire in 1970, a truly 
memorable landmark had disappeared. 

William Atkinson was a versatile man. In addition to his farming 
duties, he worked for the government as road maintenance operator. 
At one time he owned and operated a furniture store on Logan 
A venue, near King Street, in Winnipeg. He was a keen hunter of 
upland game and had many interesting and varied experiences on his 
hunting ventures in the Woodlands area where his brother, Tom, 
lived. Mr. Atkinson was a staunch supporter of the Orange Lodge 
and of the Conservative Party. 

The Atkinsons were both very active in community affairs. They 
shared with their neighbours in acts of kindness and sympathy 
toward anyone in trouble or difficulty. True neighbours was a happy 
feature of those pioneering days. Some of the closest neighbours of 
the Atkinsons were the Jack Taylors, P. Taylors, Lazenbys, Russells, 
Charles Lawrences, Roches, and later Turbetts and Bentleys. 

Mrs. Atkinson did the caretaking at Little Mountain School for 
many years and was an enthusiastic knitter for the Red Cross. 

The Atkinsons had a family of eight: Jack, Rebecca, Isabella, 
Myra, Joseph, Kathleen, Fredrica and Donovan. Rebecca and Myra 
became teachers; Kathleen, a music teacher; and Fredrica, a social 
worker. All the girls, except Isabella, went to the USA when they 
married and are still living there. Jack and his wife, the former Lillian 
Simpson, made their home on a farm in the Rockwood district. They 
had two sons, Harvey and Donovan. After Jack's death in 1960, 
Lillian made her home with Harvey at Summerland, British Columbia. 
Isabella worked as a secretary at Birks in Winnipeg prior to her 
marriage to Lawrence Ridge of Little Mountain. The story of her life 
and of hertwo sons is continued in the history of the Ridge family. 
Donovan, the youngest of the Atkinson family, remained at home to 
help on the farm until 1940. He then worked at various projects until 
1944 when he became a brakeman on the CPR. He married Ruth 
Smith, of Plumas, and moved to Brandon where he worked until his 
death in 1963. Their two sons are in the armed services. Robert is 
stationed at Brandon, is married with one son and Kenneth and his 
wife are in Germany. 

Mr. Atkinson's brother, Thomas (mentioned earlier), lived for a 
time in the district. He owned land and operated a farm about half a 
mile west of the cornerofSE28-11-2E. He sold out to R. Quelch and 
with his wife, Maggie, moved to a farm in Woodlands. 

In 1937, Mr. and Mrs. William Atkinson celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversay, at which time all their children and many 
relatives and friends returned to the Atkinson home forthe memorable 
occasion. 

Mrs. Atkinson passed away in 1942, while Mr. Atkinson lived 
until 1953. 

DON AND JEAN BACH 

Don and Jean, with family of Brenda, Bruce and Robert moved 
to Meadows in 1966 and returned to Winnipeg in July 1967. While 
here, a son Allan was born. They now live in Edmonton, Alberta. 

GRAHAM AND JACQUELINE BAIN 

Graham and I, Jackie (nee Rawsthorne) Bain of Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, bought a 54-1/3 acre lot on NW 35-12-1 W in 1973. 
Construction started and in September, 1974 we moved into our new 
home. 

Previous to marriage, Graham and I had lived in Winnipeg. The 
Bains were originally from Clyde Bank, Scotland. Graham's mother, 
Mrs. Lola (nee Davidson) Bain's father was from Reykjavik, Ice
land. 

My mother, Marion Phillips, though an American citizen, was 
born in Canada when the family was on a visit to Ottawa, Ontario. 
Dad, Jack Rawsthorne, is the son of Ross Rawsthorne from Lan
cashire, England who came to Canada in the early 1900s and farmed 
in Argyle, Manitoba. Grandfather drove a school van. Later, when 
he moved to Winnipeg, he was keeper of the grounds for Polo Park 
Race Track. Grandmother's people, the Baldwins, settled earlier in 
Argyle, Manitoba. Grandmother is buried in St. Oswald's Cemetery, 
Argyle. I have happy memories when as a little girl we visited at the 
Albert Smith and Charlie de Laroque homes. 

Graham's mother, now widowed, lives with us. We three work in 
the City in a family accounting firm, Graham Bain and Company, 
and we three work together on the "farm". Last year we had a large 
garden. We also planted over 700 trees. Graham looks forward to 
farming the land. 

Apart from business and work on the farm, we enjoy travelling 
and cross country skiing. Mother Bain's leisure interests include 
reading. Country life is great! After apartment living we feel we have 
really come home. 
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RICHARD BARRY 

Richard Barry came to Canada in 1912 from Nottingham, Eng
land. He was employed for the first two years with Walter James at 
Grosse Isle as a farm labourer while gaining experience in order to 
buy a farm of his own. 

In 1914 when the First World War broke out, Dick was anxious 
to be in the first armed forces. He immediately left for England 
where he enlisted with an artillery unit of the Imperial Army. He 
served during the four years of the War without being wounded. 

After the war, Dick returned to Grosse Isle. He was employed 
with Clarence James and then for several years at the Bryce farm 
before he bought his own farm, SE 26-12-1 Win 1933. He soon built 
a barn and other buildings. He broke all the arable land and as well 
as his grain, he always made a good income from a small herd of 
cattle and a few hogs. He remodelled the old house into a comfortable 
home. 

During the war years, while Morley Hagerman was in the Home 
Guard, Mrs. Rose Hagerman kept house for Dick. After the war, 
Morley remained in the Home Guard until he was discharged owing 
to ill health. Morley and Rose stayed with Dick until Morley's death 
in 1956. 

Dick and Rose Hagerman were married September 19, 1962 and 
made a trip to England that year. Dick passed away in June 1964 and 
Rose in 1975. 

HERBERT BARTEL 

In the fall of 1958, Herbert Bartel and his wife, Magdalena, 
purchased a farm from Thomas Charles Bradbrook. The farm is 
located on NW 33-12-2E and E 1/2 NW 32-12-2E. 

Four hundred years ago, a group of Mennonites-among them the 
ancestors of Herbert and Magdalena Bartel-left Holland. They 
settled in a swampy area between the rivers Weichsel and Nogat 
which, at that time, belonged to Poland; later the land belonged to 
Germany. Through the generations, the building of dams and 
irrigation ditches made this area one of the most fertile in all of 
Germany. This is where Herbert Bartel and Magdalena Dueck, now 
his wife, grew up. The war destroyed the settlement of the described 
area in 1945. Herbert Bartel and Magdalena Dueck got married in 
1949 and two years later came to Canada. 

After living in Winnipeg for seven years, we moved out here into 
the Rosser area. The friendliness and willingness to help our 
neighbours made us feel as though we belonged here. Our six 
children all went to Phipps School and are now going to Stonewall 
School. 

GEORGE AND ANNIE BECKETT 

George Beckett and his wife, Annie, with their five small children 
came to live at Grosse Isle in 1920. Annie was a native of New 
Brunswick and a sister of Mrs. Henry Craig. George was born in 
Ontario. Their children were: Alex, Margaret, Harry and the twins, 
John and Genevieve. Alex and Margaret attended Grosse Isle 
School. 

While the Becketts lived here, they took an active part in the 
affairs of the community. They moved to Argyle, Manitoba in 1923 
and a few years later they went back to Saskatchewan. George 
passed away some years ago. Annie is still living at the ripe old age 
of 94. 
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The parent's life is the child's copy-book. 

w. S. PARTRIDGE 

A. BENTLER 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Bentler came to Rosser from Little Britain in the 
early 1930's. They lived on SW 33-11-IE, formerly owned by Mr. 
Hagen and Mr. T. Boehmer, for a number of years and then moved 
to Headingley and from there to Cloverdale where they are presently 
residing. 

They have two daughters: Marlene, Mrs. Wenzel Preun, and 
Hildegarde, Mrs. Hermann Wehrle, and 13 grandchildren. 

W.H.BEWELL 

Mr. and Mrs. W.H. Bewell came west in 1897, looking for farm 
land. After going as far west as Indian Head, Saskatchewan, they 
returned and settled half a mile east and half a mile south of Rosser 
on SW 5-12-1 E. Mrs. Bewell and family came from Whitby, 
Ontario, in 1898, arriving on April 7. While waiting for a car of 
settler's effects to arrive, the family stayed at the home of Ed BewelL 
East Rosser. 

After the arrival of the car on April 10, the family moved to a 
house on the farm of S. Corbett. Spring break-up, accompanied by 
heavy rains, kept the family marooned for several weeks. The 
summer of 1898 saw the beginning of many pleasant friendships 
between the Corbett and Bewell families as there were boys and girls 
in each, near the same age. 

The Bewell family were as follows: George and Harry, twins, 
Frank, Herb, Mable, Ray, Ross, Vera and Evelyn. 

During the summer of 1898, a house and barn were built and on 
September 20, the family moved into their new home. They planted 
trees as soon as the land could be prepared and the grove was added 
to as years went by. Mr. Bewell took a keen interest in education and 
was secretary-treasurer of Westfield School Division for 20 years, 
and in farm organizations. He was one of the organizers of the 
Municipal Trustee Association and President of the Provincial 
Association. He represented the Trustee Association on the Advi
sory Board of the Department of Education from 1910-1920. He 
helped organize the Grain Growers Association in 1903 and the 
Grain Growers Company in 1905. He was their auditor from 1905-
1915. Mr. Bewell was on the official board of the Methodist 
Church. 

In 1920, he sold his farm to his son-in-law, A.W. Beachell, and 
moved to British Columbia. His wife, son Ross and daughter Evelyn 
went with him. Ray and Frank served in World War I and Ray was 
wounded in 1917. Frank was badly gassed. Ray lived in Victoria, 
British Columbia, until his death in 1965. Frank lived with his 
brother, Ross, in Cobbie HilL British Columbia, from 1943 until 
1946 when he passed away. Ross died in 1958. Mable lived in 
Ontario with her daughter until her death in 1955. George made his 
home in St. Paul, Minnesota, USA until he passed away. Harry, a 
dentist in Dauphin for about 40 years, died there in 1954. 

Vera, Mrs. A.W. Beachell, was an untiring worker in church, 
Sunday School, Women's Institute and Recreation Club. She was a 
prominent figure at softball tournaments, many times doing the 
"umping". 

DAVID BINNIE 

Mr. David Binnie had come in 1910 from Linlithgow in Scotland 
and he and Mrs. Binnie managed the well-known Bryce Farm at St. 
Charles before coming to the ridge. Under his guidance "Winsor 
Farm" SE 25-12-1 W of Rosser produced a good many prize
winning Clydesdale horses. A fire in 1926 destroyed the horse barn 
and with it some very valuable animals. This was a heavy loss for the 



new owner, but a new building was completed within a few months 
and Mr. Binnie continued to make show ring history for another 15 
or more years. One entry, Deanston Choice, took broodmare cham
pionship honours at Brandon, Toronto Royal, Ottawa and Guelph 
Exhibitions in 1926. 

Mrs. Binnie took an active interest in the farm and stock until her 
health failed and she passed away in 1942. Her soft Scottish accent 
and warm hospitality are well remembered by neighbours. 

David Binnie was well known across the country for his show
ring ability as a judge of horses. 

He sold his property to a construction company for the gravel 
deposits and moved his house to the Fourth Base Line on land 
obtained from the James family. He lived there until his death in 
1967 at the age of 87. 

ROBERT AND BETTY BLAIR 

Robert was the eldest son of Robert and Mary Blair. His parents 
left Coleraine, County Derry, Northern Ireland, in 1929 and came to 
Winnipeg. After spending some time at Springfield, Strathclair and 
Stonewall they moved to the Meadows area in 1935. They purchased 
1800 acres at camp two of the Syndicate Farm in the RM of St. 
Francois. They had both grain and dairy cattle. In 1957 his parents 
retired from farming and moved to Kirkfield Park. Robert passed 
away in 1962 and Mary in 1968. The Blairs had nine children, Robert 
being the eldest son. He married Elizabeth (Betty) Craig of Oakville, 
Manitoba. In 1950 Bob and Betty purchased the Hunter farm at 
Meadows. Bob was a councillor for Ward One in the RM of Rosser 
from 1954 to 1958. He was very active in community affairs. In 1958 
they sold the farm and moved to White Rock, British Columbia, with 
their sons Robert and Douglas and started in the broiler business. 
Bob held the position of chairman of the British Columbia Broiler 
Marketing Board. In semi-retirement years he raised some beef 
cattle. He passed away in March, 1990. 

WILLIAM BOETTCHER 

Mr. and Mrs. William Boettcher were born in the United States 
in the central part of Iowa. Annie Andresen and William Boettcher 
married in 1905. They had two children, Blanche and Harold. They 
were farmers and moved to Canada in April of 1925, settled at the 
farm which at that time was called the Middleton Place and bought 
from the Crouch Bros. They brought two riding horses and one cow, 
some machinery and most of their furniture with them. Mrs. Boettcher 
made butter from that one cow which kept the family oHour in food. 
Later on, they got more cattle and chickens and Mrs. Boettcher 
churned about twice a week and fed veal calves with the skimmed 
milk. Then she got private customers in Winnipeg, a few in the 
Rosser district, and sold butter, eggs and chickens. Every Saturday, 
Mrs. Boettcher and her daughter delivered the produce. It was often 
30 to 35 below, so much snow, and they had so much shovelling to 
do, only water in the radiator and no heater in the car. The radiator 
would freeze up so often and they would have to stop and cover it so 
it would thaw. 

Mrs. Boettcher and her daughter were very active in Red Cross 
work during the war years. Harold and Blanche attended Little 
Mountain School. They took grade school there but were unable to 
further their education and they both helped on the farm. 

In 1939,Mr. Ed Ryan boughtthefarm and in 1940, Mr. Boettcher 
and family moved to 19-11-2E, 130 acres. The farm was bought 
from Myron Riley in 1935. In 1940, Mr. Boettcher bought another 
80 acres from Myron Riley which he sold to Mr. Harry Rose in 1950. 

Mrs. Boettcher passed away in 1950 and Mr. Boettcher in 1960. 
Their son, Harold, was married in 1939, lived in Brooklands and 

worked at Parkhill Bedding. They had two boys, Victor and Terry. 
Victor works at Canada Packers and Terry is a teacher. Harold 
passed away in 1943 at the age of 32. Blanche married Gordon 
Bickerton in 1940. Gordon was born in Winnipeg but was raised in 
Elkhorn, Manitoba. Later on, the family moved to Kirkfield Park 
where they resided. From 1934 to 1936 he worked for Elmore Ridge 
and from 1936 to 1939 he worked for Ernie Hyde. Blanche and 
Gordon, after their marriage, lived on Sam Hutton's place. Gordon 
worked for Mr. Tom Hutton for five years. They sold veal calves, 
eggs and chickens. 

Later, they bought a place off Rosser Road, Lot 5,just behind Mr. 
R.H. Maxwell. Gordon worked for Mr. Maxwell for ten years. In 
1956, they sold their place and moved to Brooklands. They have one 
daughter, Pearl. 

In 1957, Gordon and Blanche bought 19-11-2E, 130 acres, from 
William Boettcher. Gordon still farms the 130 acres as well as works 
for the government. They reside in St. James. 

PETER BOON 

Peter Boon came to Canada from the Netherlands at the age of 19. 
He married Jenny Vandorp and in 1945 they moved to the Brown 
and Rutherford farm, formerly occupied by Norman Rutherford. 
Theirchildren: Marguerite, John, Dick, Jeanette and Arthur attended 
Grosse Isle School and there were two younger ones, Bart and Irene. 

Following their divorce in 1954, Mrs. Boon moved to Winnipeg 
with the younger members of the family. A few years later, Jenny 
Boon died. 

In 1961, Peter married Julia Zografov, who had come to Canada 
as a refugee from Bulgaria. Later her nephew, Dimitri Daniel Kirov, 
came to make his home with them. 

Julia Boon was a master of many languages and had some 
experience in teaching. This was very useful to her in her work with 
the Department of Manpower and Immigration. She was able to 
welcome and communicate with many newcomers to the country 
and teach them Occupational English to enable them to obtain jobs. 
The Boons now live in Winnipeg. 

MR.~ AND MRS. R.C. BRAS 

Mr. and Mrs. R.C. Bras and daughter Leona came to Meadows in 
the early 1920's. He worked here as a CPR agent. They left in 1931, 
moving to Belmont, Iowa, where their son, Friend, lived. Both Mr. 
and Mrs. Bras are deceased. 

JOSEPH AND ELISABETH BROERKEN 

Joseph Broerken came to Rosser from Germany in 1929 and soon 
after bought a farm from Mr. Ed Price. He remembers a 200-pound 
hog selling for 5 or 6 dollars and trading eggs for groceries at the 
local store during the depression years. 

He married Elisabeth Helmert from Germany in 1937. They had 
three boys: Herbert, Joe and Willy. When Mrs. Broerken became ill 
he gave up the farm and in 1940, moved to Charles wood. After his 
wife's death, Mr. Broerken moved to British Columbia where he 
remarried and now lives in Langley. 

His sons are all married and have families. Two are living in 
British Columbia and one in Toronto. 

The Broerken farm was later bought by the Sturgeon Creek 
Hutterite Colony and was absorbed by it. 
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JAMES A. CAVANAGH 

James A. Cavanagh, brother of Annie Turnbull, came to Rosser 
in 1932 to help on the farm. Later, he worked for Rosser Gravel & 
Sand and for Orton Bergey. He now resides in Winnipeg and has 
been employed for 31 years by the Crescent Creamery. He married 
Mae McEwen and has one son, Gordon. 

CA WSTON FAMILY 

The Cawston family came to Winnipeg in 1909 from Hallock, 
Minnesota. Mr. Cawston passed away in 1910. In 1911, Mrs. Clara 
Caws ton and her family, Jim, Isabelle, Ruth and Cora came to live 
in the old Simpson home on lot 9, Rosser. She took over the 
telephone exchange. In 1913, Mrs. Cawston married Thomas Hester 
and two years later they moved to a house on Lot 4 further down the 
street. They moved the telephone exchange with them. 

In 1918, they gave up the telephone exchange and moved to 
Winnipeg. In 1920, Mr. and Mrs. Hester with their family, Ruth, 
Cora and foster son Dick Hughes, moved to Vancouver, British 
Columbia, where Jim had settled after returning from World War 1. 

In 1920, Isabelle married Victor Garnham and moved to Toronto. 
In 1937 with their daughter, Doris, they moved to Vancouver where 
they now reside. Victor and Isabelle now boast of being great
grandparents. Ruth married and lives in the USA, Cora in Vancouver, 
Jim in New York State and Dick is teaching in Kamloops, British 
Columbia. Mr. Hester passed away in 1955 and Mrs. Hester in June 
1969 at the age of 90 years. 

TED AND SOPHIE CHATWELL 

Ted and Sophie Chatwell came to Grosse Isle in the winter of 
1947. Ted was a native of Manitoba with a farm background. Sophie 
was born in Saskatchewan. Ted was in the armed services during the 
Second World War and Sophie was a munitions worker in Toronto 
where they were married. 

When the war ended, the Chatwells began farming under the 
Veteran's Land Plan at Treherne but gave up that venture to buy a 
quarter section of bush land SW 30-12-1 W. There was a shack there 
and for a while they managed to live in it and built a make-shift barn. 
Ted loved his horses. He hoped to sell the wood and clear the land 
but times had changed while he was in the services and wood was no 
longer in demand so he drove a school bus while Sophie taught 
school at the Rock Lake Colony for one year, then took her teacher's 
training in Winnipeg. 

Sophie later taught in the new Rockwood School in Winnipeg 
while Ted was employed as a stationary engineer for CNR. 

While the Chatwells lived at Grosse Isle, they took a very active 
interest in all community affairs such as church, Sunday School and 
Women's Institute. They now live in Victoria, British Columbia. 

C. CHRISTIE 

In 1960, Charles and Joyce Christie bought three acres from 
Frank Barker and built their home there in 1962. Charles hails from 
St. James, Manitoba, where he was born and raised attending St. 
James School and Collegiate. He married Joyce Achurch also from 
St. James. They had four children: Grace, Jim, Roy and Linda. The 
three oldest attended Linwood School in St. James and Grace and 
Jim, Deer Lodge Junior High before coming to LilyfieId district. 

Grace went on to Stonewall Collegiate and then the University of 
Manitoba and was teaching at McCreary at the time of her death in 
1970. 
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Jim attended Phipps School on coming to Lilyfield then Stone
wall Collegiate and is now employed at the Bank of Nova Scotia in 
Winnipeg. 

Roy also attended Phipps School, then Stonewall School, and 
Stonewall Collegiate. He is presently employed at Northern Electric 
and attends Red River Community College. 

Linda is a student at Stonewall Centennial School and like Grace 
and Roy, is interested in the Scout and Guide Association. 

MR. & MRS. WILLIAM CLARK 

Mr. and Mrs. William Clark came to Meadows in 1904 where Mr. 
Clark worked as the first CPR Station agent. He also acted as the first 
postmaster. They lived here until 1912. 

MR. AND MRS. R.T. COCHRANE 

Mr. and Mrs. R.T. Cochrane came to Meadows in 1938 where he 
was station agent for many years. In 1947 they went to Marquette 
where Mr. Cochrane was the agent until 1957, when he and his wife 
retired to Winnipeg. They had three children: Eileen, Dallas and 
Dolores who married Bert Jacklin. 

EDITH (TANNER) COHON 

Miss Edith Tanner came to Rosser from Ireland and stayed with 
her sister, Mrs. EJ. Burns, for a few months; then moved to 
Winnipeg. She and Joseph Cohon were married in June 1931. In 
1945, Mr. and Mrs. Cohon and their only child, Patricia, moved to 
Rosser living in a dwelling on the Herb Wedge farm and Edie 
became stenographer at the municipal office, where she was employed 
until 1965. 

After her retirement, she moved to Winnipeg making her home 
at Sunset Lodge until about a year ago when she moved to Kitchener, 
Ontario, to be near her daughter. 

Patricia married Art McCarville in 1957 and they, with their 
children, Laurie, Michael and Christine, live in Bramalea, Ontario. 

Mr. Cohon died in the late Forties. 

WENDELL AND ANDREA COLLINS 

Among the latest to take up residence in the Grosse Isle village 
are Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Collins. In August, 1968, they moved into 
the house formerly owned by Ross Angst while still working in 
Winnipeg as before. Their son, Sean, and brand new daughter, Jodi, 
have added a new dimension to their home. 

ROBERT W.B. AND ANNIE COWDERY 

My husband, Bert, was born in Great Yarmouth, England and 
came to Canada with his parents in 1906. They settled in the 
Hartfield district near the town of Eriksdale, Manitoba. He spent his 
early years on his father's farm, later going to work in Winnipeg. 

On June 26,1939, Bert purchased SW 20-12-1E in the Munici
pality of Rosser, from Mrs. Helen Hamilton of North Kildonan, 
Manitoba. On June 25, 1940, he joined the Royal Canadian Engi
neers. In July of the same year, Bert and I, Anne Palmer, were 
married. Bert served with the Engineers until his discharge on 
November2, 1945. To his disappointment, he never served overseas. 
His war years were spent at several military camps in Canada, as an 
instructor in chemical warfare. Upon his discharge, he joined the 
ranks of civil servants with the Federal Government and worked for 
the Department of National Defence and the Defence Research 



Board at the Suffield Experimental Station, Suffield, Alberta until 
his retirement in June 1965. 

We planned our retirement to Victoria, British Columbia and 
arrived there on September 30, 1965. Bert passed away October 31, 
one month later. 

Our Grosse Isle farm had been leased to my brother, W.H. 
Palmer, until 1963 when he purchased it. 

My parents, Mr. and Mrs. H.G. Palmer, lived in Grosse Isle 
during the latter years of their lives. 

I return to Grosse Isle very often to visit my brother, Bill and his 
wife, Winnie, and my sister, Mrs. Margaret Madill, also to the 
Eriksdale district to visit Bert's only brother who is still residing on 
the old home farm. Good memories and such nice company. 

WESLEY CRISMAN 

Wesley Crisman came to Meadows from St. Paul, Minnesota, as 
the elevator agent between 1916-1922. His wife spent only a part of 
this time here, as they had two sons in school. Mr. Crisman was 
interested in community activities and was known as "Dad" Crisman 
to many. 

JOHN CROSS 

The home of John Cross, NW 35-11-1 W was built by a fOimer 
owner, Mr. W.M. Wallace, about 1904. The property was bought by 
Mr. W.W. Cross in 1915 and was managed by his son, Gordon, with 
the exception of his time in the army in the 1914-18 conflict. He met 
with a fatal accident in harvest time, 1921, and the farm was taken 
over by his brother, John, in 1928. 

John married the fOlmer Louise Spence of Winnipeg on November 
12, 1930. Their eldest son, Murray, a graduate in Science from 
Manitoba University, works with Manitoba Telephones in Winni
peg. He and Pauline Kloezeman of The Hague were married May 1, 
1965. Their son, Lysander Neil, was born in Winnipeg on February 
24, 1970. 

Their daughter, Virginia, married Norm D. Shaw in Dauphin. 
February 15, 1962. She is a registered nurse and lives and works in 
Winnipeg. 

Son, Gordon, and Gail Hercus of Winnipeg were married No
vember 7, 1959. They have one daughter, Shauna, born in Winnipeg 
May 3, 1963. Gordon is an electrician and resides in Davenport, 
Iowa. 

Previous to her marriage Louise was a school teacher in West 
Rosser School. John and Louise have been very active in all 
community endeavours during their40 years in the district. John was 
a steward; then an elder in the United Church at Rosser. He has been 
secretary-treasurer of the Rosser Red Cross for many many years. 
Curling was a favourite winter pastime. Louise has given generously 
of her musical talent to the church choir and to all organizations in 
the church. They sold their fann to James D. Blair and moved to 
Winnipeg in October 1970. 

ALEX DANYLUK 

Alex Danyluk was a section foreman at Meadows. He left in 1957 
and is now an invalid in the Holy Family Nursing Home, Winnipeg. 

DR. AND MRS. DOUGLAS 

Dr. and Mrs. Douglas lived on the Henry Voth farm from 1921-
1924. They have two sons, St. Clair and Erskine. They moved to 
Winnipeg. 

J. DYKSTRA 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Dykstra came to Canada from Holland in 
1928, with their four children. Sons: Bodie and Cor. daughters: Eva 
(Mrs. William Van Dorp, Blackdale) and Jean (Mrs. Leonard Jager, 
Vancouver). A third son, Jim, was born within a few weeks of their 
arrival in Manitoba. For some years, Mr. Dykstra worked for 
farmers and during the depression years he worked at anything that 
was available and then for some years he worked for Brown and 
Rutherford Lumber Yard in Winnipeg. Finally in December 1943, 
he was able to achieve his purpose in bringing his family to Canada. 
He moved to the De Jonkheere farm in Lilyfield and started dairy and 
grain farming. 

At that time, the farm consisted of 480 acres of land, with the 
home and buildings on the old Stonewall Road at 33-11-2E. In 1947 
Bodie, the oldest son, married and moved away from the farm and 
started working in Winnipeg. A couple of years later, Mr. Dykstra 
was able to purchase the farm from Mr. De Jonkheere. By this time, 
Mr. Dykstra and his sons had a sizeable Holstein dairy herd and 
young stock. In 1954 the second son, Cor, married and with sons of 
his own, branched out on his own and purchased a farm in the 
Balmoral district. Overthe years he and his wife, Rose, have built up 
a fine Holstein dairy herd on their farm, which they are operating at 
the present time. 

During the next few years, Mr. and Mrs. Dykstra worked hard and 
enjoyed the life on their farm. They were good years with much to 
be thankful for. 

In the spring of 1958, after a few months illness, Mr. Dykstra 
passed away. His sons, Bodie and Jim, carried on with the farm 
together for some years, but the dairy was eventually sold in the fall 
of 1961. Part of the land was sold the following year and the rest was 
sold in December, 1968, when Jim bought a faIm in the Prairie 
Grove district. Mrs. Joseph Dykstra now resides with her daughter, 
Mrs. W. Van Dorp in Blackdale, Manitoba. 

BODIE DYKSTRA 

When Mr. and Mrs. Dykstra took possession of the farm at 33-1 1-
2E in Lilyfield in 1943, their eldest son, Bodie, was serving in the 
Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders overseas. He arrived back in 
Canada in February, 1946, and received his discharge from the army 
later that spring. Soon after this, there was a party in Little Mountain 
School for the returned forces men and women of the district and 
Bodie received a watch to mark the occasion which is still being used 
daily at the present time. 

For the next year and a half, Bodie worked for his father on the 
fann. In the summer of 1947 his fiance, Audrey Evans, arrived from 
England and they were married in September of that same year. 
Bodie worked in the CN shops in Transcona until the fall of 1957. 
At that time, his father was taken seriously ill so Bodie came back 
to the farm. After Mr. Dykstra's death in March, 1958, Bodie and 
Audrey and their three children, Russell, Marilyn and Wilfred, 
moved from Transcona to Lilyfield. Bodie and brother, Jim, ran the 
dairy together for some years but eventually sold out and Bodie 
returned to his former work as a mechanic. 

The children attended Little Mountain, Wentworth and Rosser 
Schools, then on to Stonewall Collegiate. Bodie and his wife and 
family moved from Lilyfield in the late fall of 1969 and now reside 
in North Kildonan. 

CHARLES KEVIN EAKIN 

Charles Kevin Eakin homesteaded at Hilbre, Manitoba, then 
came to Rosser in 1915. He worked for Percy Beachell until his 
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death in 1957. His living quarters were always open to the skaters of 
the district. Charlie organized many groups in Rosser to donate 
blood to the Red Cross. 

CARL EICHEN 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Eichen farmed west of Meadows from 1927-
1931. Mrs. Eichen worked for Mrs. Carlson. They moved to Win
nipeg where they are retired. They have three children; Bertha who 
lives with her parents, Fred and Willy who are both married and live 
in Saskatchewan. 

THE ROBERT FERGUSON FAMILY 

Robert Ferguson came to Winnipeg from Prince Edward Island 
and worked for a railroad construction company when they were 
laying the line through the Rockies. He also worked part-time as a 
blacksmith in the construction camp. 

In 1898, he married Barbara Slagerman of Guelph, Ontario. 
Barbara was a member of Grace Methodist Church, Winnipeg, and 
was employed by a prominent tailor, Mr. H. Jennings. She worked 
as a seamstress and finisher. 

In 1901, their daughter, Leila Idella, was born and they moved to 
Rosser and started farming on NE 12-12-1 W. This was in the days 
of horse farming and "Bob", as he was known, took a keen interest 
in his horses and kept his machinery in good repair. 

He and his family were members of the Rosser Presbyterian 
Church. Idella, their daughter, attended Westfield School and in 
1924 graduated from the London College of Music. 

After the death of her father in November 1931, Idella moved 
with her mother to reside in Winnipeg. She married James Keenan, 
a dispatcher with the CPR and they made their home in Dufrost, 
Manitoba. Mrs. Ferguson passed away in July 1937. After the death 
of her husband, Jim, Idella moved to St. Vital where she now resides. 

B. FONSECA AND ALBERT GILBERT 

Messrs. B. Fonseca and Albert Gilbert were early owners of 
SE 20-12-2E and the N 1/2 of NE 17-12-1 E. 

Mr. Gilbert was a carpenter and worked on the building of 
Rosser Village School in 1919. He also worked on some 
surrounding village homes. 

ARTHUR FOWLIE 

Arthur and Nellie Fowlie and their daughters, Eloise and Jean, 
moved from Clarence, Iowa, USA to Rosser Municipality in April 
1925. They fanned in that district for 25 years. Their daughters 
attended Little Mountain School and Jean also went to Gerrie 
School. Arthur and Nellie retired in 1950 and moved to Transcona. 
Nellie passed away in September, 1954, and Arthur in November, 
1964. 

Their daughters both married local boys. Eloise married Bert 
Patterson and they farmed in the Rosser Municipality for six years 
and then moved to Transcona, where they still live. Jean married 
Arthur Lorentz and they are residing in Winnipeg. 

CHARLES GAGNON 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gagnon came to Meadows from Portage La 
Prairie around 1950. He was a C.P.R. track worker. They lived in the 
Humpage house for a year or two. They moved to Portage la Prairie 
where they are still residing in semi-retirement. They had two 
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daughters: Edna married to Harvey Kirk, and Charlotte who married 
Lawrence Stewart, has two children and lives at Ashern. 

GARN FAMILY 

Born of German descent, RudolfGarn and five brothers migrated 
from Poland in the late 1800' s to the USA. They joined hundreds of 
new comers as farm labourers working in the grain fields. Rudy. as 
he was known by many, arrived in the Red River Valley in the fall 
of 1900. He started building homes around St. John and Mountain 
Avenue area in 1901. He met and married Emma Kletke in 1904. 
residing in Winnipeg. 

Being fmmers by heart the Garn family moved in 1917 to East St. 
Paul where they started vegetable market gardening. Five years later 
another move to the Rosser municipality. settling on 18 acres - part 
of SW 1/4 of Sec. 34-11-2E. The land was purchased from the Lord 
Strathcona Estate. After many years of hardship the holdings increased 
to 484 acres. The main source of income was vegetable market 
gardening, at which the whole family worked. The produce was sold 
on a twice-a-week delivery route to stores in Winnipeg. The major
ity of the seed for the vegetables was raised on the farm by Mr. Garn 
himself. 

Disaster struck early as the "flu" took their first three children. 
However, they were blessed with six other children. four daughters, 
Emma, Ada, Alma and Edith and two sons, Emil and Arthur. All 
attended Little Mountain School and recall many happy memories. 

Emma left us in her early teens, while her father was taken away 
in 1947. Mother passed away in 1970. 

Ada and her husband Stan own a fishing camp at Lee River. Alma 
and Edith reside in Winnipeg. Arthur married Lily Stanke in 1944. 
They farmed on the family farm until 1956 and they with their three 
daughters reside in St. James. Arthur is employed in the construction 
industry. 

After serving in the Armed Forces Emil returned to farming. As 
usual the lovebug struck-after a whirlwind courtship Emil married 
Mable Hawkins in 1947. As many neighbours will recall their 
wedding day arrived and so did the snow storm making travelling 
nearly impossible. In 1954 the farm was sold to S. Greenfelt. In 1955 
Mable and Emil moved to Balmoral, purchasing SE 2-15-1 E, 
Rockwood Municipality and are engaged in a hog enterprise. They 
are blessed with three sons and one daughter. Together with their 
family they are taking our place in community life. 

ROY GODDARD 

Roy and Betty Goddard came to Meadows from Emerson in 
1965. They worked as farm help for John Hoas until 1966 when they 
moved to Winnipeg. They have two children, Steven and Sally. 

MARK AND CATHERINE GRAHAM 

In the year 1889, Mark and Catherine Graham (Catherine at 40 
years of age) left Howick, near Kincardine, Ontario, with their six 
children: William Thomas, Emma Louise, Norman Dufferin, Hulda, 
Newton and Henry and five black spanish hens and a rooster. The 
wagon was so full with clothing, food and a new stove, bought in 
Kincardine, that the top was left behind because there was no room 
for it. Catherine had to choose between a boiler and a brass pot and 
chose the pot which was used for cooking and washing and when not 
in use was polished up and kept on a shelf. 

They travelled by boat, the Chicora, across the lakes and then by 
the Dawson Trail taking 38 days to make the trip. During the trip, 
some Indians came into their camp and Catherine gave them an egg 
which one of the chickens had just laid. The Indians, who had been 



quite menacing, were quite pleased by this gesture, they thanked 
them and left, much to the relief of Catherine. 

They had brought a supply of maple sugar with them, which they 
sold in Winnipeg to buy flour and sugar. They travelled on to Portage 
La Prairie, where Mark had taken up a homestead. 

Nine years later, in 1898, Mark bought the present Graham farm 
of 30-11-2E, in the Municipality of Rosser and moved his wife, 
along with their son, Norman, to a small farm building situated on 
the north side of the tracks on the western boundary ofthe farm. Two 
years later, the building was moved to the south side of the tracks to 
the eastern boundary of the farm. They remained here until 1909 
when their son, Norman, along with his new wife, took over the 
farm, and they moved into Winnipeg. 

GRAHAM, NORMAN D. AND E. BLANCHE 

In the year 1908, Norman Graham married a local girl, Emma 
Blanche Smith, daughter of William Homer and Hanna Smith, who 
lived on 24-11-1 E, in the Municipality of Rosser. They were married 
on New Year's Day in the Smith home. The weather was so nice that 
winter, the guests arrived by horse and buggy, but late in the 
afternoon a snow storm came up and lasted for two days. 

The following year, 1909, Norman and Blanche took over the 
farm which they farmed until 1921 when, because of poor health, 
Norman had to leave the farm. The farm was rented to James 
Lindsay until 1926. 

Many things happened in those early days. One was taking the 
section foreman's wife, Mrs. Swanson, from Bergen Station to 
Winnipeg General Hospital, in the dead of winter, wrapped up and 
placed on a handcar. They took her to the city limits where an 
ambulance met them. Blanche and Norman looked after their son 
and three daughters for many months and these girls still keep in 
touch with Blanche, although they now live in British Columbia. 

During their early years, two sons were born: Percy B. and Arnold 
R. Percy attended Little Mountain School until they moved into the 
city. 

The year after they returned to the farm, the house burned down 
and a new house was started, but because of the Depression it was 
many years until it was finished. 

The year they returned to the farm, Gerrie School was opened and 
later Norman became a trustee along with Myron Riley and Tom 
Hutton. Norman was quite interested in baseball, often going into 
Winnipeg to see the Maroons play. Norman was an accomplished 
pianist and often, on a Sunday night, a few people would gather 
around the piano for a good sing song. Norman passed away in April 
1938 and his son, Percy, took over the farm. 

GRAHAM, ARNOLD AND MARION 

Arnold R, son of Norman and Blanche, was born in 1918. He 
started school at Wellington School in Winnipeg, but on the fam
ily's return to the farm, he continued his schooling at Gerrie 
School, which had just been reopened. The teacher lived with the 
Grahams, Arnold used to drive the ·teacher to and from school 
during the cold Manitoba winter weather in a cutter. 

After the death of his father in 1938, Arthur helped his brother, 
Percy, run the farm. Percy left the farm in 1940 and Arnold took over 
until the fall of 1941 when he joined the Canadian Army. He 
transferred to the Air Force one year later. In February 1946, he was 
discharged from the Air Force as a Commissioned Officer. 

On February 8, 1947 he married Marion T. Morgan, daughter of 
Thomas E. and Tillie Morgan, who originally came from Govan, 
Saskatchewan. They have two children: a daughter, Linda D, and a 
son, Kenneth W. 

Arnold has been an employee of Air Canada for the past 18 years. 
Previous to that he worked for the Ford Motor Company for seven 
years. He is at present a director of the Red River Co-operative. 

SAMUEL GREENFEL T 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Greenfelt and family emigrated from 
Poland to Canada in 1939,just prior to the start of the Second World 
War. They came to Canada under the sponsorship of the Jewish 
Congress of Canada and because of their farming background in 
Poland were obligated to continue that vocation upon arrival in 
Canada. 

Accordingly the sponsor located 480 acres ofland in the Lilyfield 
district being the E l/2 of 16-12-2E and SW I 5-12-2E, where Mr. 
and Mrs. Greenfelt and five children namely, Harry, Isadore, 
Margaret, Benny and Isaac, located that same year on the SW 15-12-
2E. 

Isadore recalls that the family commenced farming operation 
with practically no resources but by diligent application, the gradual 
acquisition of a dairy herd and a helping hand from friendly 
neighbours, they gradually forged ahead. The whole family worked 
hard and all monies earned by the boys in off-the-farm jobs were 
given to the parents. 

The family moved to Winnipeg in 1949 and "Sammy" Greenfelt, 
as he was familiarly known to many people in the district at large, 
became well established as a livestock dealer, specializing in dairy 
cattle. However, he continued to operate his farm and later acquired 
the Gam farm located on 34-1 1-2E. 

A tragic chain of events plagued the Greenfelt family when in 
1962 Benny passed away suddenly without an apparent cause. The 
following year Isadore's thirteen-year-old daughter died. In 1964 
Mr. and Mrs. Greenfelt both passed away within a period of two 
months. Surviving members of the family are living in Winnipeg. 

R. GRISDALE 

The Grisdale family were the real pioneers of East Rosser. They 
were considered quite wealthy at that time and while others were 
travelling in wagons, or any other mode of conveyance, they al ways 
had a high stepped and nicer carriage than anyone else. 

We have a picture of Mr. Bert Grisdale in this 1910 car. The 
Grisdale farm was late(owned by the McLeod family and in 1948 
Mr. and Mrs. A.M. Wedge moved there. 

THE HANNAHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Holly Hannah, Gordon, Barbara and Beth of 
Waskada, Manitoba, came to Grosse Isle in 1934 renting N 1/2 23-
12-1 W from Mr. R.1. Speers of Winnipeg. 

The children attended Grosse Isle School during the years 1934 
to 1940. 

In 1940, the farm was sold tothe Sorflaten Bros. and Mr. and Mrs. 
Hannah and the girls moved to Vivian, Manitoba, for two years 
before moving to Winnipeg. Gordon went back to Waskada to 
manage the home farm. He married and he and his wife and son, 
Keith, continued on the farm. 

Barbara went to New York, USA, and worked for five years with 
United Nations. Here she met her husband, Ivor Gudmandson, also 
an employee at the UN. They have three sons: Bryan. Bruce and 
Peter. 

Beth (Mrs. Hughson) and her husband and family, a daughter 
Holly and a son Garth, live in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan. 

Mrs. Hannah died in June 197 I. Mr. Hannah has remarried and 
makes his home in Winnipeg. 

517 



GEORGE M. AND MARGARET A. HARPER 

George M. Harper spent several years in the Grosse Isle area after 
he arrived from England when he acquired 240 acres to fann. 

On November 10, 1896 he and Miss Margaret A. Hagerman, 
eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J.S. Hagerman, were married. 

His sudden death, AprilS, 1905, left his wife and two daughters. 
They remained on the fann until December 7, 1907 when they 
moved to the Village of Rosser. In 1911, Mrs. Harper and daughters 
moved to Winnipeg to live. 

Mrs. Harper was in her 97th year when she passed away June 25, 
1972, at Stonewall, Manitoba where she was living with her daughter, 
Muriel. She left two daughters: Mrs. EJ. Dawson (Helen) and Mrs. 
MJ. O'Neill (Muriel); one grandson, Donald E.M. Dawson and two 
great grandsons; Scott E. and Reed M. of London, Ontario. 

EARL HAYDEN 

Earl and I, along with five sons, arrived in Rosser in 1927; Lloyd 
and Joy being born there later. All seven children attended Rosser 
Village School. 

Earl built the house next to the school in 1933 and painted it in 
1934 which was at the peak of the grasshopper plague. It had to be 
re-done the following year. Morris worked in the grasshopper bait 
poison plant in the spring of 1934-35. 

The CPR transferred us to Lyleton in 1937. Morris and Wilfred 
returned to Rosser in 1938. Morris worked for Fred Mulligan for 
about three years and Wi Ifred for Les Bergey. 

Five of the boys: John, Wilfred, Delmar, Lloyd, and Clifford 
served in the armed forces during World War II. Clifford was killed 
in action at Caen, France, in June 1944. 

John was station agent at Rosser from 1951 to 1953. He is now 
at Esterhazy, Saskatchewan, and has three sons and one daughter. 
Wilfred lives in London, Ontario, and has one daughter. Delmar 
farms 28 miles west of London and is not married. Lloyd is at 
Ancaster, Ontario, and has two daughters and one son. Morris, Joy 
and myself live in Winnipeg. Joy has two sons and Morris has nine 
children; four of which are married. 

Earl passed away on July 2, 1967 at Lyleton, Manitoba. 
I remember well the night the TCA mail plane crashed south of 

Rosser in 1935. We all rushed out to see it and found the pilot and 
one passenger not seriously injured. We were walking around the 
wreckage in what we thought was water but afterward it proved to 
be gasoline from the fuel tanks. 

FRANK AND JOE HEIMER 

Frank and Joe Heimer, bachelor brothers, came to Meadows in 
the early thirties. They lived on the farm 35-12-2W now owned by 
V.&G. Johnson. They sold out in 1943 and moved to Stony Mountain. 
From Stony Mountain they moved to Winnipeg, then Frank went to 
California where he passed away and Joe came to work for Art 
Carlson, where he worked for several years, then he too, went to 
California. 

SlS 

A good name is rather to be chosen than 
great riches; and loving favor rather than 
silver and gold. 

SOLOMON 

REVEREND THOMAS HELLIWELL 

Mr. Helliwell was living in Nebraska when he received land in 
Rosser Municipality as his share of an inheritance from England. 
This comprised approximately 1000 acres ofland, part of3-12-IE, 
4-12- I E, 5-12-1 E and 8-12- I E. As 8- I 2-1 E was the section reserved 
for the Hudson Bay Company in each township, it can be surmised 
that this inheritance was in some way connected with an English 
HBC stockholder. 

The Reverend Helliwell, his wife, his son, Harvey, a teacher by 
profession and his wife and children left Nebraska and came to 
Rosser to take over the inherited land in 1882. At least one child, 
Wentworth, was born to Harvey while at Rosser, either in 1899 or 
1900. An older boy, Tom, died as the result of a shooting accident. 

The Helliwells started building the house in 1882 on the east 
slope of the yard area. This house was intended for servants' quarters 
and later on a larger home for the Helliwells was to be built on the 
top of the rise. However, before the home was completed, financial 
considerations made it necessary to enlarge this house for their own 
use. 

Mr. Helliwell gave the CPR the railroad right of way through his 
land. In return, the CPR brought his material and fence posts up from 
Minneapolis and unloaded it at the railway crossing south of the 
building site. Mr. Helliwell bought a piledriver to drive his fence 
posts in and sold it when the fencing was completed. 

The Helliwells broke and cropped the 14-acre field south of the 
buildings. They also planted two Russian willows in the farm 
driveway. Because of financial consideration, Mr. Helliwell sold 
portions of his land from time to time until NE 5-12-1 E and NW 4-
12- I E were all that remained ofthe original inheritance in 1904. This 
land was sold to Mr. E. Price of Rosser and the Helliwell families 
returned to the United States in 1905. 

HARV ARD AND HARRIET HELLIWELL 

Harvard and Harriet Helliwell moved to Meadows from Rosser 
in 1905, living a mile west of the village, (G. Strugar farm). They 
farmed here until 1912, moved to Carman, then to New Rockford, 
N.D. Harvard died in 1917 and his wife Harriet in 1921. Thomas M. 
died of a gunshot wound. Other children were: Robert (deceased 
1949), wife Olga and six children of Minot, North Dakota; Harvard 
(deceased 19 I 9) of New Rockford, North Dakota; Wentworth 
(deceased 1963), wife Louise and two children of Williston, North 
Dakota; Vera (Helliwell) Enlow of Denver, Colorado, husband 
Charles deceased and one daughter; Albert, with wife Hope lives at 
Portland, Oregon; Mary (Helliwell) Porter (deceased 1965) and 
husband Charles deceased-lived in Kanas City; Florence (Helliwell) 
Warnke, husband Julius and two children of Watford City, North 
Dakota; John, wife Pearl and one son live in Ogden, Utah; and Inez 
(Helliwell) Christenson, husband Milton and three children of 
Portland, Oregon. 

JACK HERRING 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Herring came here from Morris. He worked for 
the CPR as a section man. In 1939 they bought a house from Carl sons 
and moved it across from the elevators. His wife and family then 
joined him. Their children: Herman, enlisted in the army and then 
joined the RCMP. Fred works for the CNR, Eddie is at Morris, 
Charlie and a daughter, Mrs. Arnold Kuntz live at Morris. 

ARTHUR HEYWOOD 

In March 1910, Art Heywood, son of Mr. and Mrs. Chas. 
Heywood, came to Canada from England to learn farming. He 



located in Grosse Isle with Mr. and Mrs. Robert Let1ey Senior, and 
remained a member of the Letley family until his retirement to 
Stonewall in 1974. 

In 1920, his sister, Brida, spent a year in Grosse Isle and 
Winnipeg before moving to Beamsville, Ontario, where she married 
Thomas Smyth, formerly of Ireland. They had a family of three 
daughters and one son. The son met his death through a construction 
accident in 1974 and Brida's husband passed away in 1976. 

In August 1976, Art visited Brida in Beamsville and met his 
nieces and their families. 

Grosse Isle friends and activities rank high in Art's interests and 
he is an enthusiastic bowler with the Wednesday night G.LM.B.L. 

JAKE HILLAND 

Jake Hilland from Ireland came to work on the C.P.R. at Meadows 
in 1912. In 1916 he left for Manitou. In 1939 he was promoted to 
roadmaster and in 1957 he retired and now is living in Portage La 
Prairie. He married Mary Jane Warren and they had seven children, 
of whom only three are living. 

FRED HOBBS 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Hobbs came to Meadows in 1924 and lived on 
what is now the Boonstra farm. In 1940 they moved to Winnipeg, 
Mr. Hobbs passed away in 1946 and Mrs. Hobbs died in 1950. Their 
only daughter Edith married W. Foster and they reside in Winnipeg. 
They have one daughter. 

TOM AND LETISH HOBBS 

Tom and Letish Hobbs were among the earliest settlers in the 
Meadows district. Mr. Hobbs passed away at Meadows in 1922. In 
1926 the family moved to Lilyfield where Mrs. Hobbs passed away 
in 1929. The Hobbs had six children. Bill married and lived at 
Genesee, Alberta and is now deceased; George married, fanned in 
Alberta and had four children. He died in 1958. Jim not married, now 
deceased; Eliza married Harry Drakeley and both are dead. They had 
one son. Ettie married John Ranson and they farmed between 
Meadows and Rosser before moving to Winnipeg where they both 
passed away. They had four children. Myrtle married Bill Murray 
and lives at Ryerson, Saskatchewan. Russell Dennett, at the age of 
three came to the Hobbs family who raised and cared for him till he 
left in 1933. Russell married Betty George and they have six 
children. They farm at Viking, Alberta. 

ADOLF HOELSCHER 

Mr. and Mrs. Adolf Hoelscher came to Rosser from Little Britain 
in the early Thirties. They bought the fann E 1/2 28-11-lE from Mr. 
Ed Price. He kept cows, shipping milk to Winnipeg. 

They had five children who at that time attended Prairie Star 
School. 

The Hoelschers left the Rosser district in 1938 and are presently 
residing in Montreal. 

HOLT 

The Holt family lived north west of Meadows in the early days 
around 1912. They stayed only a few years and then returned to 
Blackpool, England. They have three children, William, Eric and 
Emily. 

CHARLES AND FLOYD HOWE 

Charles Howe came to Rosser about 1901. He acquired several 
large parcels of land in this area. He and his family lived in the big 
fann house now owned by Fred Krym. A large three-storey house 
was built about 1910 on 13-12-1 W, a home in which his son, Floyd, 
and his wife lived until 1947, when it was sold to A.T. Koch. 

Floyd was educated at Rosser Village School and at Wesley 
College, Winnipeg. At the age of 42, he learned to t1y and operated 
his two-man airplane in the Rosser skies to the consternation of 
many. He married Effa Herron on December 4, 1912. They had no 
children. 

After the sale of the farm, Floyd and Mrs. Howe moved to 
Winnipeg where they took up residence on Dorchester Street. 

Floyd, in the winters, had vacations in Vancouver, Victoria, 
Calgary, Jamaica, Florida, Chicago, Arizona, Honolulu and New 
Mexico. In the summers, he often went to Fargo and Detroit Lakes. 
During the summer he helped at Crescentwood Community Club. 
His hobbies were: attending hockey games and football games, 
going on occasional airplane excursions, fishing and golfing. 

Floyd was ill for about three years before he passed away 
November 14, 1961. 

Mrs. Floyd Howe was born Effa Jane Herron August 7, 1886 in 
St. Thomas, North Dakota. She moved to Canada in 1904 with her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Herron. She stayed in Winnipeg 
while her parents moved to Saskatchewan. She took a Collegiate 
course in Winnipeg and a teacher's course in Portage la Prairie. She 
taught school at Bagot, Rossendale and Rosser. She married Floyd 
Howe of Rosser on December 4, 1912. 

Mrs. Howe was a charter member of the Rosser Women's 
Institute and held the office of President, Secretary and Treasurer at 
different times. She and Mabel Childerhose were on the Dental 
Committee and held Dental Clinics in Brooklands. The Women's 
Institute presented her with a Life Membership. It was presented by 
Mrs. Fred Corbett. 

Mrs. Howe belonged to Rosser United Church, was President of 
the Ladies' Aid and served on the church board. She was president 
at the time of the two-day sale at the Innis fann. The ladies served 
the lunches. They gave them $75.00 a day besides what they made 
on the lunches. With this money, pews for the church were bought 
- pews still in use in the new church. 

Mrs. Howe served on the school board for a few years and was 
Secretary-Treasurer. The community honoured her with a party and 
presentation at the home of Mrs. Percy Beachell. 

Mrs. Howe joined the Canadian Fliers' Chapter of the LO.D.E. 
while still at Rosser when it was organized; so she is a charter 
member. She served as Regent for six years and on several committees. 
She was Service-at-Home-and-Abroad convenor for two years in 
the Municipal Chapter of LO.D.E. of Winnipeg. Later, Canadian 
Fliers' Chapter LO.D.E. presented her with a Life Membership; also 
a 25-year pin. 

In Winnipeg, Mrs. Howe joined Crescent-Fort Rouge Church 
and served as president of the UCW for two years and on several 
committees such as Welfare and Dinner. 

Mrs. Howe accompanied her husband on most of the trips he 
made in the winter. 

VERNON ISRAEL 

I was born in Kitchener, Ontario known at that time as Berlin, but 
changed during the war of 1914-18. I came west in thefall of 191 I 
to Calgary and Drumheller, Alberta. I worked and fanned in Alberta 
till 1922 when I came to Wawanesa, Manitoba later to St. Norbert 
and finally in the spring of 1934 to fann. I did a lot of threshing 
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besides my own and recall some of the prices. Barley, 5 cents a 
bushel. Oats could not sell. Wheat, 45 cents a bushel; Pork, 2 1/2 
cents a pound; Beef, 3 cents per pound; and Eggs, 5 cents per dozen. 

A good hired man was $1.00 per day for threshing and $1 0.00 per 
month with the government paying $5.00 and the farm paying $5.00. 
In the dairy business we got as low as 75 cents per cwt. for milk with 
a good cow obtainable at $20.00 - $40.00 a head. 

In 1936 I married Mary Forrest and we have two children. Our 
daughter Ellen is now Mrs. Ben Lowery and resides in Vancouver 
with their two daughters. Our son Raymond married Pat Sutton and 
lives in Winnipeg with their three children. 

I sold the family farm two years ago keeping 40 acres on which 
I have built our home. I have been renting the land back and at 
present it is still being farmed. 

CORNELIS AND FLORENCE JANSEN 

Cornelis Jansen (Cass) was born and raised in Wyk by Duurstade, 
Utrecht, Holland and came to Canada at the age of22 hoping to find 
more opportunity for employment in a new and younger country. He 
spent two years in Minnedosa and then moved to Winnipeg. 

Florence's maternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Leon 
Woycheshen, had left Poland and lived in Austria, Hawaii and San 
Francisco before settling in Portage La Prairie where her mother was 
born. Florence's father, Joseph Marcino, came from Poland at the 
age of 16 and farmed at Erickson, Manitoba for most of his life. The 
couple have now retired but still live on the farm. 

Florence and Cass were married in 1964 at Erickson and they 
lived in Winnipeg where Cass was employed by Air Canada. In 
1967, they bought the property of J ohn Weber on 31-12-1 E on the 
road which runs parallel to the CNR track. 

Both Florence and Cass are interested in gardening and have 
made their grounds a real beauty spot with flowers, shrubs and a 
Dutch windmill. Cass had musical training in choir work in the "old 
country" and both are very interested in music. Florence has been a 
4-H leader for several years and has just retired as head leader of the 
local club. 

They have three children: Daren, born in 1966; Johanna, born in 
1968; and Nicole, born in 1971. 

JACK JONES 

The Jack Jones family lived in the Rosser community for a 
number of years on the farm formerly owned by the Philipes. Their 
children went to Prairie Star School. When the Joneses left the 
district, their farm was bought by the Sturgeon Creek Hutterite 
Colony. 
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It is great to have fn'ends 
wilen one is young, 

but indeed it is still more so 
wl?en you are getting old. 
wl1en we are young, 
friellds are, like everything else, 
a matter of course. 
III tile old days we know 
wlJat it means to Iwve them. 

EDVARD GRIEG 

ROBERT KELLETT 

Robert Kellett came out of England and settled on 23-12-1 W in 
the early 1880's. Then he went back for his wife and small family 
and they stayed for several years, their children increasing in 
number. The Kelletts were active in the Anglican Church organi
zations and helped build the church. 

This farm in part was owned for a time by Mr. R.1. Spears, a well 
known Manitoba race horse breeder and member of the grain 
exchange. Different families managed it or rented it. Mr. and Mrs. 
H. Hanna bought the farm in the dry years of the Thirties, when they 
moved here from Waskada with their family of Gordon, Barbara and 
Beth. The Sorflaten family were living on the farm when the large 
house burned. Shortly after this, Walter and Jean Minaker purchased 
the farm and lived here until it was sold to Mr. and Mrs. J. Futros. 

DAN KILPATRICK 

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Kilpatrick settled in Rosser Village in March 
1941. Their son, Dawson, was born in July of that year. Dan was 
pumpman for the CPR looking after the water supply for all the rail 
traffic passing through on the main line. In 1952, he transferred to 
Winnipeg where he continued with the railroad until his retirement 
in 1968. Mr. and Mrs. Kilpatrick continue to live in the city. 

Dawson had his early schooling in Rosser, completing his Grade 
six here. On finishing high school, he enrolled at the University of 
Manitoba, graduating as a Mechanical Engineer. He is employed as 
an engineer with Bonar & Bemis in Burlington, Ontario. He is 
married and has one son. 

MR. AND MRS. J. KLASSEN 

Mr. and Mrs. 1. Klassen and family of seven moved to Meadows 
from Poplar Point in 1932. In 1935 they left for Chilliwack, British 
Columbia where they are retired. They have seven children: Jake, 
Ann, Lena, Maria, Sarah and twins, Peter and Susan. They are all 
married and live in British Columbia. 

WILLIE KLASSEN 

Mr. and Mrs. William Klassen came to Rosser to live in 1969. 
They lived in Kay Beachell' s house two miles west of Rosser SE I 1-
12-1 W. They hilvesix children: Shirley, Carol, Blair, Rodney, Floyd 
and Gary. Mr. Klassen works for Reliable Transfer in Winnipeg. 

PETER KROEKER 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Kroeker came to Meadows from Winkler in 
1920 to open a new store. Mr. Kroeker passed away in 1937 and his 
son Art took over management of the store until 1940. The family 
then moved to Winnipeg. Mrs. Kroeker died in 1968. The Kroekers 
had two sons: Art was married and passed away in 1967. Lawrence 
married Dorothy May from Saskatchewan. They have two sons and 
one daughter. Lawrence and Dorothy reside in Winnipeg. 

WILLIAM AND TEENIE KRYWOCHYZA 

Bill and Teenie Krywochyza married in Winnipeg and lived in 
Brooklands, moving to where Mr. Harry Rose lives now. Then they 
moved to Gordon where they lived for 28 years. They had five 
children: Walter, Fred, Mike, Ann and Elsie. Walter married and is 
now living in Lilyfield, Elsie is now Mrs. Arnold. Mike married and 
is now living in St. Germaine. Ann is now Mrs. Robinson and is 
living in Vancouver. Fred is married and living in Winnipeg. Teenie 
Krywochyza died in 1962 and Bill died in 1964. 



WALTER KRYWOCHYZA 

Walter Krywochyza was born in Brooklands to Bill and Teenie 
Krywochyza. He moved with his parents to the farm where Mr. 
Harry Rose now lives. They later moved to Gordon where they lived 
for 14 years. He attended Little Mountain and East Rosser Schools. 
He then left home to live and work in Winnipeg. 

In 1941, he married Mary Solylo of Winnipeg, living there until 
1955 when they bought the old Lawrence place, NW 1/4 4-12-2E, 
the corner of the north perimeter and Sturgeon Road. 

Walter and Mary have three daughters: Pat, Terry and Cathy. Pat 
attended Rosser School and finished her schooling there. She then 
worked for London Insurance. She married Don Albright and 
moved to Penticton, British Columbia. They have two daughters, 
Marianne and Marlene. 

Terry started school at Little Mountain then went to East Rosser 
and Rosser, finishing her grade 12 at Stonewall Collegiate. 

Cathy attended East Rosser and Rosser Schools and is presently 
taking grade 12 at Stonewall Collegiate. 

The three girls were active members in the4-H Club. Pat was also 
a leader, and Terry and Cathy were junior leaders, while their mother 
was active in 4-H as well. Mary is also a former member of the 
Mount Lildon Women's Institute. 

L.J. LAMY 

Lucien J. Lamy was born in Ste. Rose du Lac where he grew up 
and attended school. He joined the armed forces in November 1943, 
went overseas in July 1944 and returned home in June 1945. His 
wife, Marion Louise Olson, came from Elie, Manitoba and attended 
Norway School, which is approximately five miles southwest of 
Elie. 

They moved from Winnipeg to Atkinson's Corner, right across 
from Little Mountain School on May I, 1952. They lived in the 
Rosser district until September I, 1965, when they moved to 
Calgary. While they resided in the Rosser district Marion served as 
one of the leaders in the Rosser Heights 4-H Club for six years. She 
was also a member of the Mount Lildon Women's Institute for a 
couple of years. 

There are four children in this family. Dennis, the oldest, attended 
Little Mountain and Wentworth Schools. He also went to Stonewall 
Collegiate where he played on the Stonewall Rams Football team. 
At present he is employed with a firm in Calgary as an electrician. 

Alvin attended Little Mountain and Wentworth Schools and also 
went to Stonewall Collegiate. He is now married and living in 
Calgary. 

Carol attended Little Mountain and Rosser Schools. She was a 
member of the Rosser Heights 4-H Club from 1961 to 1965. She has 
completed her first yearin the Faculty of Education at the University 
of Calgary. Brenda attends Belvedere Parkway School in Calgary. 

FREDERICK ALFRED AND OLGA 
(GEFREITER) LANGE 

We were married at Beausejour in October 1951 and lived at 
Lydiatt, Manitoba, until April 1952 when we bought the F.S. 
McKerchar farm at E 1/2 14-12-1 W. We settled down to farm. It was 
tough going for us and everyone else when the weather and crops 
were not too good but we had some very good returns too. 

Our four children were born here: Katherine, Martin, Allan and 
Joy. Katherine attends Warren Collegiate and is in Grade XI, Martin 
and Allan are both at Grosse Isle School and Joy goes to Rosser 
Village School. 

We try our best to make improvements. We planted spruce trees 
and in 1967, built a new house on the farm as the old one had served 
its purpose. We enjoy living in quiet solitude and have very good 
neighbours and friends here at Rosser. 

W.T. LESLIE 

Mr. and Mrs. W.T. Leslie came to the boarding house in Rosser 
in November 1935. Mrs. Leslie refused to have any more boarders 
after one man put a bed afire and another hung himself in one of the 
bedrooms with a light cord. 

Mr. Leslie carried on the confectionary for a short time and then 
branched out into a small grocery store in the former pool room. Mrs. 
Leslie was an active member in both the Women's Institute and 
Women's Auxiliary. 

When Mr. Leslie passed away in 1950, Mrs. Leslie then moved 
to Winnipeg where she lived until her death. They had two sons, 
Clarence and Bob. 

DICK AND FLOYD LEWIN 

Dick and Floyd Lewin, two bachelor brothers lived on the Holt 
farm in the 1920's. They are remembered by many for their 
neighbourly deeds. 

THE LITTLES 
BY DR. GEORGE LITTLE 

My father was born in Chatsworth, Ontario in 1870. Though his 
schooling was minimal by today's standards, he was a schoolmate 
of Nellie McClung, a Canadian authoress. He left home at an early 
age, working in lumber camps and later as a brakeman for the CPR 
where he lost a leg in a train accident. On recovery, he continued on 
the CPR as a station agent. He married my mother in 1897 and came 
to Manitoba in 1905. He was agent at Rosser until December 1920; 
then at Alexander until 1932 and Pilot Mound until retirement in 
1935. He then moved to Vancouver, British Columbia, where he 
lived until his death in 1959 at the age of 89. 

My mother was born in Mount Brydges, Ontario in 1872. She 
lived there with her family until her marriage. Following a surgical 
operation, she died, just before her 69th birthday. 

We were a family of six, five brothers and one sister. Following 
are a few facts on each in order of their birth: 

(I) Percival James was born in 1899 in Ontario. He was educated 
in Rosser and joined the Royal Canadian Navy in 1915 in the First 
World War, serving throughout. He suffered exposure in the North 
Sea in his war service and, after having worked with the CPR as an 
assistant agent, he moved to Hawaii in 1923 due to a lung problem. 
In 1965, he returned to Canada settling in Vancouver, where he still 
lives. 

(2) Francis William was born in 1900 in Ontario. He, too, was 
educated in Rosser, but moved to Vancouver in his early adult years. 
In childhood he contracted pneumonia and pleurisy which later, in 
his mid-thirties, developed into extensive pulmonary tuberculosis. 
He died in 1939. 

(3) I, George, was born in 1903 in Ontario. I received most of my 
grade school in Rosser and completed Grade II after our move to 
Alexander. After a short period of teaching school, I entered Uni
versity of Manitoba Medical College, graduating in Medicine in 
1930. After a brief experience in General Practice in Foxwarren, 
Manitoba, I specialized in Psychiatry, with periods at Brandon 
Mental Hospital, Winnipeg Psychiatric Institute and my last II 
years as Psychiatrist for Juvenile and Family Court of Winnipeg. I 
retired in January 1968 and live in Winnipeg. 
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(4) Virlie, born in 1908, was the first of our family born in 
Rosser. She moved with the family to Alexander where she married 
and has lived ever since. She is in good health. Her husband is 
considering retirement from a trucking service operated for many 
years. 

(5) Harold was born in 1910 in Rosser. He followed his father's 
footsteps to the railroad and after various postings from Port Arthur 
to Vancouver, British Columbia, has been in Thunder Bay for the 
past 20 years. 

(6) Walter was born in 1912 in Rosser. He moved with my father 
to Vancouver, in 1935 and is living in the old family home with his 
wife and family. 

Among some of my recollections of my life in Rosser: 
I had some health problems in childhood, namely two fractures 

of my right hip at II and 12 years of age when I spent six months in 
Winnipeg General Hospital. There, I underwent surgery for a bone 
graft which was a bit rare in those days. 

What impressed me most was the great warmth and kindness of 
the Rosser people to me. I particulary recall, at regular periods, 
receiving stacks of letters from my schoolmates and how my days in 
hospital were brightened by those letters. 

Anothervivid memory was the burning of Eddie Price's General 
Store (1918) not merely because of the fire itself, which was a major 
one, but more so because of the tremendous community involvement 
and rallying around. This resulted in virtually the entire contents of 
the merchandise in the store being removed to safety. 

Something else I have always felt to be a happy feature of life in 
Rosser was the lack of any generation gap in the community. I do 
know that as a youngster I could always go to the older generation 
for assistance in our endeavors and activities. Mostly in the sporting 
area - we always had every support and help. I became more aware 
of this after leaving Rosser and I still look back on it as the example 
"par excellence" of a town where young and old lived in harmony. 

EDWARD LOCHT 

Edward Locht was born in Morris, Manitoba, and attended 
elementary school in Morris and St. Jean. The family moved to 
Assiniboia, near Headingley, in 1936. Later that year we moved to 
St. James, where I attended high school. After high school, I worked 
for the T. Eaton Company in Winnipeg. 

In 1942, I purchased 80 acres at Lilyfield, across the highway 
from Neil Smith and farmed there until the spring of 1944. At that 
time I purchased the farm from the Bryce family, which had been 
rented to Mr. Watson for many years. Location of the yard was on 
13-11-IE. 

I married the former Lorna Davidson, who lived in the west end 
of Winnipeg. We lived here until 1956 with our two daughters, 
Karen and Winona. Since then, we have lived in St. James, but have 
continued farming at the above location. Our participation in the 
community consisted of my playing on the ball team in 1946 and 
1947 and my wife attending the Women's Institute. 

PETER AND MARY LOEWEN 

Peter and Mary Loewen and family came to Canada from Russia 
in 1925. They came to Meadows in the fall and lived on the Bevan 
place. In 1930 they moved to the Smith place. In 1931 they moved 
to Headingley. Mr. Loewen passed away in 1943 and Mrs. Loewen 
in 1942. They had five children: Peter married Erna Penner and live 
at Headingley; Mary married Ben Friesen and they are retired in East 
Kildonan; David married Susan Braun and resides in Winnipeg. 
Annie married Joe Chuba (deceased) and now lives in Winnipeg; 
George married Eva Jonatschick and lives in Winnipeg. 
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GRAEME H. AND THERESA A. 
MacKENDRICK 

Graeme Hamilton and Theresa Anne MacKendrick and little 
daughter, Carolyn, came from Winnipeg to Grosse Isle in 1975. 
They bought the buildings and a seven-acre lot and settled in the 
former Mason home. 

Graeme, born in Edinburgh, Scotland, came to Canada from 
Stockton, England in 1964 first going to Deloraine, Manitoba. Here 
he fanned for one year. He then moved to Winnipeg where he has 
since worked as a zoo keeper at the Assiniboine Park Zoo. Theresa 
Anne Pfeiffer came from Germany to Winnipeg in 1951. 

Graeme and Theresa were married in 1969 in Winnipeg where 
they lived until they bought their Grosse Isle home. 

W ALTER MacWILLIAM 

Walter A. MacWilliam, son of Reverend W. MacWilliam was 
born at Streetsville, Ontario in 1862, was educated in Ontario. 
Worked for a short time at grading for the railroad then went farming 
in Michigan. Came west with the family to Prince Albert in 1884, 
driving from Fort Qu' Apelle to Prince Albert by team and wagon. 

Came to Manitoba in 1885, purchasing a Metis claim of 240 
acres, at $5.00 per acres, on 33-11-2E where he farmed till his death 
in 1916. He married Annabella Lawrence, daughter of Reverend 
James Lawrence in 1888. They were both active in church and 
school activities and assisted in getting Lilyfield church and later 
Lilyfield hall built. They raised a family of five. 

Margaret born 1890, was educated at Little Mountain School and 
Winnipeg Collegiate. Taught school at several Manitoba points and 
later in Winnipeg. Married W.F. Jacobs in 1917. Lived in Winnipeg 
for some time, then moved to Ypsilanti, Michigan where she passed 
away in 1968. 

James L. born in 1892, was educated at Little Mountain School, 
then took the Diploma course at the Agriculture college. Operated 
the home farm until it was sold in 1926. Bought a farm two miles east 
of Stonewall were he farmed until 1956, retiring to live in Stonewall. 
Married Eunice Mullin in 1919. They have one daughter. 

William C. born in 1894, was educated at Little Mountain School 
followed by the degree course at the Agriculture college. Worked for 
a while at Brandon then farmed at MacGregor until he retired, 
passing away in 1961. 

Florence M. born in 1896 was educated at Little Mountain School 
and Winnipeg High School then took a business course. She was a 
secretary for the Underwriters Association until retirement and is 
still living in Winnipeg. 

Walter S. born in 1903 was educated at Little Mountain School 
and high school in Winnipeg. Took a course as Auto Mechanic and 
worked for several firms before joining the Winnipeg Electric where 
he was foreman until he retired in 1968. 

HENRY AND HILDA MASSEY 
ED AND MARTHA SCHWAB 

Mr. and Mrs. Massey and family-Eddie, Fred, Martha, Laura, 
Raymond and Shirley moved from Mowbray, Manitoba in the fall 
of 1937 purchasing a portion of Sections 30 and 19-12-1 E. 

Fred joined the anny. Raymond and Shirley attended school at 
Grosse Isle. 

Eddie and his wife worked the land on Section 19 from Blackdale, 
Manitoba where they were living. 

When Mr. and Mrs. Massey retired to Winnipeg, the farm was 
taken over by Martha and her husband, Ed Schwab. Their children, 
Harold and Donna attended Grosse Isle School. The Schwabs left 



Grosse Isle in the fall of 1948, going to Winnipeg. That same year, 
the part of Section 30 was sold to Mr. F. Mulligan for gravel. 

Mr. Charles Lindsay purchased the Schwab farm in 1951. 

PA TRICK McCARTHY 

Mr. and Mrs. Pat McCarthy came to Rosser about 1942. Pat was 
grain buyer for Ogilvie's elevator. He was an enthusiastic curler and 
was interested in local affairs. 

Ruby was a curler and a real worker for the UCW and WI. They 
had a daughter, Patricia, and later a son was born to them in 
Vancouver. Pat has passed away and Ruby lives in Williams Lake, 
British Columbia, where she is employed in the hospital. 

DOUGLAS McDONALD 

Mr. Doug McDonald moved to Meadows from Sanford in 1958. 
He married Susan, a widow with two children. They moved away in 
1962 and now live in Brandon. 

McKENZIE 

Gordon (Mac) McKenzie moved to Rosser from Margaret, 
Manitoba, in July 1928 as grain buyer for Ogilvie's Elevator Co. He 
brought with him his mother-in-law, Mrs. Hart, his son, Hart, and 
daughter, Grace (Sis). Shortly after he was joined by his wife, Alma, 
and newborn son, Don. They soon became an important part of the 
community and school life. 

Mac died in 1940 and shortly after that the family moved to 
Winnipeg. 

Hart served a turn in the Navy and later rejoined the C.N.R. staff 
where he still works. He married Sue Sankey and has two athletic 
daughters, Cheryl and Laurie. 

Grace worked in the Imperial Bank. She married Gordon Audley, 
an outstanding speed skater. He brought honour to Canada by 
bringing home the only medal (bronze) from Italy in 1953. He was 
also standard bearer proudly carrying the Olympic flag in the 
opening ceremonies. 

Sis and Gordon and two children, Karey and Rocky, live in Long 
Beach, California. Karey belongs to the Scats, an athletic group who 
were proclaimed best in the world at Basil Switzerland in 1969. 
Rocky plays baseball and rugby. 

Don trained as a pilot with TCA. He is now Chief Engineer of 
Northern Airways, operating out of Edmonton. 

He married Loraine Manning and has one son, Jeff. 

McKERCHAR FAMILY 

In the spring of 1897, Mr. Findlay McKerchar and family moved 
from Shoal Lake to Rosser. He purchased the fann from his brother
in-law, Charles Robertson. Mr. and Mrs. McKerchar had five sons: 
Ross, Alex and Andrew (twins), John and Findlay; and one daughter, 
Minnie. 

When Mr. and Mrs. McKerchar moved onto the farm there was 
a small barn and an unfinished house. In a few years, these buildings 
were completed and additions made. There were no settlers west of 
the meridian at this time. 

Of the five sons and one daughter, the only survivors are: Ross of 
Vancouver, and John, of Nova Scotia. Mr. McKerchar Senior died 
in 1920; Mrs. McKerchar in 1945; and Minnie in 1932. Findlay Jr. 
passed away in 1965, Alex in 1968 and Andrew in 1970. Findlay Jr. 
purchased the home fann now owned by Fred Lange and Alex, the 
Munro farm which is now owned by Billy Blair. 

Mr. Findlay McKerchar Senior, was a councillor of Rosser 
Municipality. He was also a strong supporter of the church, helping 
to organize the Presbyterian church. He was one of its first elders. 

McLAREN 

Mr. and Mrs. McLaren lived on the former Ashdown Farm. 
When Mr. McLaren died in 1936, Mrs/McLaren and daughter, 
Esther moved to Charles wood and Mrs. McLaren remarried and 
moved to Blackdale, Manitoba. After duty in the anny, Esther 
married Bruce Scott and now lives in Nova Scotia. 

McMILLAN 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom McMillan came to Rosser in 1909 from 
Springfield, Manitoba. They purchased a farm from Mr. R. Kellett, 
presently owned by Mr. J. Futros, and left the district in 1916. 

They had two sons: Cyril and Wallace; and two daughters, Violet 
and Edna. Cyril and Wallace moved to Detroit, USA, in 1923 where 
they have lived ever since. Violet married Jim Arnold and lives in 
Winnipeg. Edna married Pete Frain and lives in Vancouver. Wallace 
married May MacDonald (now deceased). 

Wallace and Pete Frain both served overseas in the First World 
War. Wallace played baseball and was on the team that won the cup 
at Teulon in 1920. 

McNAB - MacDONALD - LAW 

Jacob McNab was granted title to a 240 parcel of "'script"' 
land in NW 1/2 33-12-1 E in 1877, but a retired sea captain, 
John MacDonald took over the property in 1882. He built 
himself a two-roomed house which was later enlarged to serve as 
a home which was used for many years. When pulled down by 
John H. Ridgeway, some old papers were found, one of which 
listed quotations of trans-Atlantic sailings, dated 1885, including 
all classes of accommodation. 

David and John Law were next to occupy this farm in 1892. 
They maintained a good size herd of Shorthorn cattle which they 
sold with the farm in 1896. David was elected first Reeve of 
Rosser Municipality after it was organized at Little Mountain 
School house in June ·1893. He gave up faIming in a few years to 
take a partnership in a Montreal Commission House. John went 
ranching at Pincher Creek, Alberta. 

W ALTER McPHERSON 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter McPherson moved into the fonner Herb 
Wedge house in 1969. They had two daughters and they all com
muted to Winnipeg to work. They left Rosser in 1970. 

I want a warm and faithful friend, 
To c/1eer the adverse hour; 

Who ne 'er to flatter will descend, 
Not bend the knee to power. 

A friend to chide me when I'm wrong, 
My inmost soul to see; 

And t/1Qt my friendship prove as strong 
To him as his to me. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 
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J.W. MORRISON 

Mr. and Mrs. J.W. Morrison arrived in Winnipeg in 1898 from 
Ontario. James Morrison was born in County Simcoe near Barrie 
and Mrs. Morrison came from Kemptville in the Ottawa area. Mr. 
Morrison purchased 240 acres of land in Rosser district that same 
year, being SE 18-12-2E and part ofNW 7-12-2E. While this virgin 
land was being broken, Mr. Morrison worked as a painter for Canada 
Paint and Glass Company. In 1901, a house was built on SW 18. The 
family, now consisting of two sons, Clifford and Charles, moved to 
the farm. Through diligent application and good management the 
farm prospered and increased in size until 920 acres was being 
farmed. It was during these years that the Morrison farm was a home 
away from home for several young men from Ontario who had a 
desire to come West. 

James Morrison took an active interest in community affairs and 
for many years served as a Secretary-Treasurer and Trustee of the 
Lilyfield School. He was particularly active in promoting and 
building of the new Lilyfield School in 1922. 

Mr. Morrison also served as municipal councillor in the R.M. of 
Rosser representing Ward 4 from 1931 to 1936. 

James W. Morrison passed away March 20, 1941 and his wife 
Annie on January 19, 1944. 

Charles continued to operated the family farm assisted by his 
brother, Clifford. In 1947, Charles married Jessie Barker, a local 
girl, and they have three children. Douglas, Jimmy and Carol. 
Douglas is assisting his father in the farming operation. 

JOHN MORRISON 

The farm at 1-12-1 E was originally purchased and broke in 1910 
by a Mr. Baskerville from Winnipeg. The land was mostly grass and 
scrub willow; the land adjoining the west of the farm was in slough 
(and was never seriously farmed until the drainage ditch was put 
through in 1948) and the land to the south was in bush (until the 
1930's). At the time Mr. Baskerville bought the farm, there were few 
farmers in the district. The earliest pioneers had come around 1900. 
When the C.N Railway was being extended in 1902 to the north, 
many came to work on the railway and stayed in this district, to farm, 
when the boom and election ended, this having caused a halting of 
the work on the railway in this district. Little progress was made in 
those days in breaking land, as horses provided the only power and 
they were just too slow. The coming of the first tractors brought with 
it an influx of settlers and the first extensive development of the 
district, as the tractors took over land breaking. However, tractor use 
was restricted to land breaking and running threshing machines, 
because the gas needed for the machines meant that money had to 
leave the farms, (the first extensive replacement of horses by tractors 
began about 1935 with the horse diseases epidemics). 

For many years, hay was put up on this farm by the early settlers. 
They had quite a problem with grass fires in those days-the fires 
ranged for miles out of control. John's aunt remembers carrying 
water and coffee out to the men, who worked sometimes day and 
night with wet bags to stop the fires. Fires destroyed the hay stacks 
on l-12-1E at least once and eventually they destroyed the barn on 
the property (although the living shack there was saved). 

Mr. Baskerville had originally purchased 1-12-1 E on speculation; 
through his job for the railroad company, he had heard rumours of 
railway shops being built here - the plan fell through, though, when 
the main promoter of the plan died. Mr. Baskerville kept the land 
rented out until 1944, when it was sold to John (Charles E.) 
Morrison. 
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The breaking of this land was done shortly after its purchase in 
1910. Apparently, it was quite a big event in the district as it was 
organized as a machinery demonstration for the different companies 
and it was the first time tractors were seen in the district. A large 
number of different makes of steam engines and gas tractors assem
bled on the farm and did all the breaking, ploughing the land in 3/4 
miles lengths. One certain steam engine which won a prize for the 
best ploughing job was run by Bob Laing; he later bought the 
machine; eventually the tractor found it way to the Austin Museum. 

After the demonstration (the same year), Gus Peterson and Elmer 
Anderson and others were hired to disc and backset this farm with 
horses. 

Mr. Baskerville rented the farm to Gus Peterson for 12 years, then 
to Wilf Oades for a few years and next to Harold Morrison for 16 
years. There was a barn and granaries on the property (built by Mr. 
Baskerville) but eventually a cyclone destroyed the barn. In 1944 
Harold's son John bought the farm. 

John Morrison was originally born in Craighurst, Ontario; his 
family moved to Gordon in 1919 to join Harold's brother Jim (who 
had moved to Gordon around 1900); they moved in with Jim for a 
month and spent the rest of the summer living in a granary, while the 
house was being built. John (whose real name is Charles Ernest) 
picked up the name John from his uncle Jim, whose son was also 
named Charley. John received his education at Lilyfield School. He 
worked on the home farm in summers and at lumber and pulpwood 
camps during winters before getting married. 

In 1945 John married Mary Myska (whose family had moved 
from Winnipeg and taken over the Gordon store). The house on this 
farm was built in 1946. The three children, Robert, Shirley and Gary, 
started their education at East Rosser School. 

In 1948 the Morrisons started into the chicken business. Year by 
year there were additions to the barn and more chickens, but on 
March 4, 1958, the barn burnt. With the helpof good neighbours and 
a warm spring, a new building was put up quickly and 5000 chicks 
were in the barn by April 6 of the same year. The new building lasted 
eight years and burnt again in 1966 so the chicken business was 
abandoned. 

The Morrison family has been involved in quite a few things 
during these years on the farm, swimming lessons at Stonewall and 
Park Royal, 4-H horse club, some travelling (to Expo 67, B.C. 
Phoenix), quite a bit of camping in Manitoba. The modern age seems 
to have brought with it more leisure time and new sources of 
recreation, while at the same time retaining many of the old. 

JOHN AND ANNIE MOSSOP 

My parents, John and Annie Mossop, were born in England. They 
lived for a number of years in South Africa where father worked in 
the Johannesburg gold mines and the Kimberley diamond mines. 
During the Boer war they went back to England. There the two eldest 
daughters were born. The family returned to Johannesburg where 
the second two girls were born. 

In 1910, my parents and family migrated to Canada and bought 
a quarter section of land one mile west of Grosse Isle adjacent to St. 
Michael's Anglican Church. The two youngest girls were born at 
Grosse Isle. 

During our stay on the farm, Mother did considerable midwife 
nursing under Dr. McLeod of Stonewall. During the flu epidemic, 
she worked around Grosse Isle and for the Red Cross in Winnipeg. 

All the children except Laura attended Kensington School. 
Eleanor, Doll and I spent part of a year in the new school. 



Father's health failed due to the years in the mines. We sold the 
farm to Mr. Ben Bain in 1921 and moved to Moose Jaw, Saskatch
ewan. In 1930, at the age of 60, father died of Silicosis. 

Mother kept the home in Moose Jaw for a number of years, then 
moved to Vernon, British Columbia. She died in 1959 at the age of 
84. 

Olive married Gordon Douglas of Crandall, Manitoba. Moved to 
Vernon, British Columbia in 1934. They have one daughter. 

Jane (Jay) married William Galbraith of Vancouver, British 
Columbia (deceased). They have three sons. Jay is now living in 
Victoria, British Columbia. 

Eleanor, unmarried; lives in Moose Jaw, now retired. She worked 
for the Saskatchewan Government Telephones for 39 years. 

Doreen (Doll) married Maurice Lincoln of Moose Jaw. Moved to 
Vernon, British Columbia in 1937. They have two daughters. 

Bessie married Jack Fraser of Crandall, Manitoba. Now lives in 
Portage La Prairie, Manitoba. They have one son. 

Laura married William Campbell of Vernon, British Columbia 
(deceased). They had three sons. Laura now lives in Victoria, British 
Columbia. 

EDWARD AND EILEEN MUNN 

In September 1962 Mr. and Mrs. E. Munn bought the former 
McClelland residence in Grosse Isle. Mr. Munn was a mail 
carrier for the Winnipeg General Post Office and the family had 
previously lived in Winnipeg. 

Mr. Munn's parents were born in Glasgow. Scotland, Mrs. 
Munn's father was born at Birtle, Manitoba; and her mother, in 
Aberdeen, Scotland. Ed was born in St. Boniface; and Eileen, in 
Birtle. 

The Munns have a family of six, one son and five daughters. 
They have six grandchildren. While living at Grosse Isle they 
have given a home to six foster children. Both Ed and Eileen are 
enthusiastic community workers. They are members of the 
United Church, Recreation Club and Bowling Club. Eileen is an 
active Women's Institute member and Ed is a 4-H leader. 

The Munn's purchased the Grosse Isle general store and 
dwelling from Mrs. Carter in 1973. They also handle the Post 
Office and filling station. 

Their son, Lyle lives in Omaha, Nebraska, U.S.A. Bonnie 
married John Pinkerton. They and son Robert Bradley live in 
Winnipeg. Wanda lives in Vancouver. Mr. and Mrs. Glen Knight 
(Brenda) and two boys. Jeffrey and Jason live in Winnipeg. Mr. 
and Mrs. Ray Prystupa (Caroll), Woodlands, have two girls 
Carrie and Candetta and one son. Tod. Mr. and Mrs. K. Tully 
(Evelyn) have just built their new home on the Tully farm at 
Marquette, Manitoba. 

KEN MURRAY 

In 1967, Mr. and Mrs. Ken Murray and their son. Bradley, moved 
into Alan Beachell's farm house, formerly owned by Mr. Herb 
Wedge. 

Ken and Mary owned a few race horses and worked at the race 
track. They left Rosser in 1969. 

JOHN AND ANN NEUFELD 

John and Ann came to Meadows where John was a C.P.R. 
employee around 1939. They built their own house across from the 
elevators. The house has been moved away. They left in the early 
40's for MacGregor. They are retired and living in Winnipeg. They 
have five children: Verna, Mrs. S. Munro who lives in Winnipeg, 

Thelma, Mrs. Bill Rudy lives in Winnipeg. Edna. married George 
Johnson, lives in Winnipeg, Eddie living in British Columbia, Doris. 
Mr and Mrs. Britanic, lives in Winnipeg. 

WILLIAM NIMMONS 

The Nimmons family were believed to have been early settlers in 
the Little Mountain area on the W 1/2 27-11-2E in about 1878. Most 
descendants of the family are now deceased so little information 
could be gathered. It is believed William Nimmons was married and 
had four children - Dave, Lucy, Martha and a daughter who married 
Mr. W.E. Hazley. The following item was copied from old records: 
"In 1882. W.M. Clements sold for William Nimmons his farm in 
Little Mountain containing 320 acres. for $56,000; this property, 
three miles from the city limits. includes 4 acres of stone quarry and 
about 20 acres of sand and gravel; W. Brydon and Peter R. Robertson 
were the purchasers." It is believed that Mr. Nimmons must have 
obtained some of this land back as the Nimmons-Hazley property 
was known to have been sold about 1949. 

O'HARA 

Mr. and Mrs. O'Hara moved to Meadows around 1936 with their 
family of Bill, Dick. Pat and Betty. It is believed they moved in 1938. 

PARKER 

Dr. William Parker and his wife. Dr. Shirley Parker. bought the 
E.R. James residence and acreage at Grosse Isle in 1974 and took up 
residence in the spring of 1975. 

The Parkers had lived in Tuxedo for a number of years but wished 
to live in the country where they could have a place for their horses. 

Dr. William Parker was born in England and graduated in 
medicine from the University of Edinburgh in 195 I. Dr. Shirley 
Parker (Swail) is a native of Winnipeg. She graduated in medicine 
from the University of Manitoba in 1955. 

The Parkers were married in 1954 and have two children: Their 
son, William Jr., is at present a student at University of Indiana, 
studying business administration. He was a former Canadian Juvenile 
Golf Champion and Manitoba Junior Golf Champion. He was also 
runner up for the Amateur in 1976. Joan is at present a student in 
Grade Ten at Silver Heights Collegiate St. James. She is very fond 
of riding. 

Dr. William Parker is Chief of Laboratory Services at Deer 
Lodge Hospital, Department of Veterans Affairs and also Chief 
Medical Examiner for the Province of Manitoba. 

Dr. Shirley Parker is Associate Professor, Department of Medical 
Microbiology and head of the TB Laboratory Department at the 
Health Sciences Centre. 

Since the Parkers have resided here. they have entirely renovated 
the barn for a beautiful home for their riding horses. They have an 
English instructor who looks after the horses and trains them as well 
as instructing Joan in riding. They also have some boarding horses. 
Dr. Shirley's pride and joy is Winston, winner of many ribbons in 
dressage classes. 

PARKER 

Mr. and Mrs. Parker lived in Rosser for a number of years. Mr. 
Parker was an employee of the CPR. 

They had two sons in the service, but these boys did not live with 
them in Rosser. 

Mrs. Parker lives in Lions Gate Manor in Winnipeg and is always 
glad to see any of the many friends she made in Rosser. 
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JOSEPH PATTENAUDE 

Joseph Pattenaude was born in 1876 at St. Francois Xavier, 
Manitoba and his wife, Mary Jane in St. Charles in 1881. 

To this union were born five sons and two daughters: Archie, 
Fred and Aime's birthplace was Pigeon Lake, Ellen, Louise and 
Florian (Pat) were born in St. Eustache. Lawrence was born in Baie 
St. Paul. All in Manitoba. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Pattenaude resided at Pigeon Lake, St. 
Eustache and in 1924 they moved to Marquette. While here, a 
number of their children attended Prairie School and participated in 
sports. 

In 1934 the Pattenaudes moved to New Westminister, British 
Columbia. Louise married in 1936 and lives at Campbell River, 
British Columbia. Ellen married in 1937 and lives in Coquitlam, 
British Columbia. Florian (Pat) resides in Burnaby, British Columbia. 

Fred passed away in 1964 and Lawrence is also deceased. The 
parents, Joseph died in 1948 at age 72 and Mary Jane lived until 93 
years of age in 1974 when she passed on. 

When the Pattenaudes moved to the coast two sons, Aime and 
Archie remained in Marquette. 

Archie worked for the CPR for 24 years and is now retired in 
Marquette. 

Aime worked for Mr. A. Scott, then bought a truck and was 
employed by the Manitoba Department of Public works. When Mr. 
Wally Campbell went into the paving business, Aime was employed 
by him. 

Aime was a real sportsman. He took part in all community affairs 
that would help make Marquette a better place to live, sportswise. He 
played hardball with the Marquette team. When he could no longer 
play ball, his interests centred on curling. He assisted with the 
Marquette Curling rink building besides helping to lay ice and to 
organize bonspiels. 

The community and his many friends were saddened when Aime 
passed away suddenly in his sleep in February 1963 after curling at 
Rosser that evening. 

PICKELL F AMIL Y 

The Pickell family came to Manitoba from Eastern Ontario in 
1902 and settled in Crystal City, where Mr. Pickell operated the mill. 
They then went to Goodlands where he ran the northern elevator 
until 1919. Hejoined N.M. Paterson and moved to Letellier, Manitoba 
and then came to Marquette in 1924 where he operated that elevator 
until his death in 1937. Cy, his son, then operated the elevator until 
1940 when he moved to Stonewall as a veterinarian. 

There were six children in the family: Stewart of Brandon, 
Manitoba, Leonard of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Duncan of Win
nipeg and Cy of Stonewall, Jean of Regina, Saskatchewan and 
Annie (Mrs. c.c. Bishop) of Assiniboia, Saskatchewan. Mrs. Pickell 
was called many times when people were sick in the town. She 
passed away in 1955 at Assiniboia, Saskatchewan. Both Mr. and 
Mrs. Pickell are buried at Meadow Lea Cemetery. 

MURRAY AND PEGGY POOLE 

Peggy and our children Jim, Robert and Patricia and I, (Murray 
Poole) moved to Rosser from Flin Flon in the fall of 1954 and settled 
in the Thiessen house. We were engaged in the salvage business and 
although it took me away from home a great deal, I always enjoyed 
the friendly atmosphere of Rosser. 

Peg took an active part in curling, choir and community activities. 
She died in October 1964 after a short illness. 

526 

Patricia received valuable guidance and pleasure from her 4-H 
work and from the choir. The boys have fond memories of the Rosser 
years in their lives. 

In 1967 Herb and Florence Wedge bought our home and we 
moved to Stonewall. 

Today Jim lives in Gunton. He married Verna Landago of 
Marquette and they have two children, Cindy, four and David, one 
year. 

Robert married Martha Fasco and they live in Winnipeg. Their 
son, Donovan, is one year old. Robert is studying commercial art. 

Patricia and her husband Bill Storie and their infant daughter, 
Candace, live at Gunton. 

I have my home at Gunton where Jim and I, with Bill's help, 
operate Interlake Surplus Centre Ltd. 

MR. AND MRS. E.E. PRICE 

Mr. and Mrs. E.E. Price and their daughter, Helen, came to Rosser 
in 1899 from Summerside, Prince Edward Island. Mrs. Price was the 
former Rosina Clarke. 

Mr. Price built a house and store and went into business. Verna, 
Eva and Ruth were born in Rosser and received part of their 
education here and later in Winnipeg. 

The Price family always took a keen interest in community 
activities, especially the work of the church. Mrs. Price was a 
member of the Ladies' Aid and took part in their social activities. 
The family faithfully attended church and Sunday school which 
were then held in the old Methodist Church. Helen was a Sunday 
School teacher and Eva was organist. 

Helen enjoyed dramatics and every winter, when the local talent 
sponsored their three-act plays, Helen was al ways available and was 
a gifted actress. 

The family loved sports and they all enjoyed skating, toboganning, 
basketball and hockey. 

Mr. Price sold his business in 1922 and, with his family, left 
Rosser to live in Winnipeg. Their support to a growing community 
was greatly missed. 

RANSON FAMILY 

The Ranson families were among the very early settlers in 
Rosser, coming here in 1881. Mr. Henry Ranson purchased the land 
SW 2-12-1 Wand started farming. This land was later owned by 
Andrew Robertson and then by William (Billy) Blair. It is presently 
owned by his son, Davey Blair. 

Mr. John Ranson started farming on SW 10-12-1 W, now owned 
by Fred Blair. John Ranson married Etta Hobbs of Meadows, 
Manitoba. 

They had three sons and one daughter who all attended West 
Rosser School taking part in all the activities ofthat small community. 
Eddie and Alvin are both deceased. Helen, who is married, has one 

adopted son and lives in Calgary. Orville, also married, has one 
daughter, Barbara, and lives in Winnipeg. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ranson are both deceased. Mr. Ranson passed away 
in 1958 at the age of 95 years. 

J.W. RIPPINGTON 

Mr. 1. W. Rippington, in the 1880' s managed the James place 
NW 25-12-1 W, previous to Mr. Walter James taking it over 
himself. 

In 1892, 1.W. Rippington owned NE 1/4 and N 1/2 of SE 24-
12-1 W, selling to Brown and Rutherford in 1894. 



Mrs. William Ridgeway, 1949 note: "We hear of him active in 
the plans for building St. Michael's Anglican Church, Grosse 
Isle, 1890-1892." 

ROBERTS FAMILY 

Jim Roberts and Sadie Haywood were married in Winnipeg in 
1949. A year later they bought the John Sowany farm, SW 1/4 and 
the S 1/2 NW 9-12-1 Wand in April, 1951 they took up residence 
on their Rosser farm, living there until December 1954. 

Sadie, an RN, had been on staff at Deer Lodge Hospital. On their 
return to Winnipeg, she again joined the Deer Lodge staff. 

Jim has been employed by Winnipeg Laundry (later Whitehall 
Laundry) for the past IS years or more. He continued to work the 
farm until 1964 when he sold it to his neighbour, John Yeaman. 

Marguerite, the eldest of their three children, is in first year 
science at the University of Manitoba, hoping to major in Animal 
Science. Thomas James is studying Grade Twelve at Gordon Bell 
and Glennis Erna is a Grade Ten student at St. Mary's Academy, the 
school she has been attending for the past three years. 

JOHN CLARK ROBERTSON 

Mr. and Mrs. Robertson came from Glasgow, Scotland, to 
Winnipeg on their honeymoon in March, 1900. They lived in 
Winnipeg the first year. Main Street then had wooden sidewalks and 
many small dwellings. 

In 190 I, he bought a farm of 240 acres (9-12-1 W) in Rosser 
Municipality, four miles west of Rosser Village. The farm consisted 
of only 20 acres of broken land, a small house and a barn. They 
moved onto the farm with a small baby that spring. Mr. Robertson 
broke the rest of the dry land with horses. Muchofthe land was under 
water every spring. They had a cow and some hens. 

In March, 1904, the three children, Dad and Mother all went to 
Rosser in the sleigh to visit friends for a day. We got back at five pm 
to find our house and all possessions burned. We stayed for weeks 
at first one neighbour's and then at the other as there were only two 
other married coup les in our neighbourhood. The rest were bachelors. 

The neighbours got to work and soon built a larger house. 
In 1908, Rosser Municipality had a walking dredge and made a 

large ditch across to Grant's Lake (now a game preserve) to drain 
water off low land. 

The early settlers had a problem with horses dying from swamp 
fever. Then many got mules as they didn't get it. The mosquitoes 
were awful. 

There were quite a few bachelors who all visited back and forth. 
Some had violins which was a welcome thing in those days. They 
had parties in turn in different homes. The women, of course, did 
most of the cooking and everyone took lunch. All the families would 
wrap up in sleigh boxes with lots of blankets. It was a happy, healthy 
life. 

Mr. Robertson, being a veterinarin, had many trips to neighbours' 
sick animals. There were 1000 acres of prairie west of us. The 
coyotes travelled and howled at night. 

The women were kept busy in those days making their own bread, 
butter, and cured meats as well as sewing by hand for their families. 

Most farmers had some stock. We had about IS milking cows and 
shipped sweet cream three times a week by train to Eaton's. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robertson had eight in the family, seven girls and 
one son: Jean, Isabelle, Nellie, Mary, Lily, Louise, Violet and Clark. 
Three of the girls became teachers and two became stenographers. 
Clark had several businesses in Fort Frances, Ontario until his death 
in 1957. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robertson farmed 26 years in Rosser. Mrs. Robertson 
passed away in 1924. Shortly after, Mr. Robertson sold the farm and 
he and the four youngest girls lived in Rosser Village for one year. 
Then they moved to Fort Frances to be near Clark. 

In 1941, several of the girls went to Ottawa to work for the 
government. Mr. Robertson moved there to live. He lived in Ottawa 
until his death in 1952 at 93 years. All of the family is living except 
for Clark and Louise. 

LISLE ROBINSON 

Lisle Robinson came to Canada from Nottingham, England in 
1912. He often told of how his uncle just missed booking his passage 
on the ill-fated "Titanic" and their ship had picked up pieces of the 
wreckage. 

Lisle worked for Alan James until 1914 when he purchased the 
Windsor farm, SE 25-12-1 W, from Walter Jull. Lisle farmed this 
land until 1924 when Dave Binnie bought the farm. Lisle continued 
to live with Mr. and Mrs. Binnie but bought SE 26-12-1 W. Later, this 
farm became the property of Mr. R. Barry. 

Lisle was an excellent musician who enjoyed entertaining with 
piano or singing old English Music Hall songs. He was usually on 
hand to help with concerts and was in great demand as an entertainer 
at house parties. 

Farming was always an adventure to Lisle and time really was not 
too important. You knew when he was coming for his tuneful whistle 
could usually be heard as he came near your home. 

He died in 1961 and was buried in St. Michael's Church yard. 

H. B. ROSE 

Harry Barton Rose, only son of Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Rose, was 
born, raised and educated in Winnipeg, where he lived until his 
teens. The only introduction to rural life he ever experienced was a 
brief time spent on a soldier settlement farm at Lundar, after the 
death of his father, who was killed in France in World War One. 

In 1929, once again his mother and step-father decided to try 
farming and moved from Winnipeg with his sister to the Dand
Deloraine area. His sister continued on to school but Harry had his 
first real taste of farm work. This was a very bad year for anyone to 
try farming. It was the beginning of the depression years and the 
district they had chose(1 to farm in was also in the midst of Manitoba ' s 
worst drought and dust bowl area so this venture was short -lived. His 
parents returned to Winnipeg the following year but the way of life 
appealed to Harry so he stayed in the area working as a hired hand. 
This was enough to discourage any city boy of farming. The wages 
were $5.00 per month paid by the government, another $5.00 was to 
be paid by the farmer ifhe had any money to pay with. The first time 
Harry ever heard of Rosser, Manitoba, was when a shipment of 
vegetables was shipped from Rosser to the drought area. 

One of the lowest paid and yet most rewarding jobs he obtained 
was driving a school van in the 1930's for $1.00 a day; 50 cents for 
him and 50 cents for the owner of his team of horses. This was a 20 
mile round trip. The school principal, a Miss Ella B. Cummings, 
coaxed him back into the classroom rather than waste his time 
playing cribbage at the village grain elevator. Here he was able to 
complete his matriculation, as this was a consolidated school, one of 
the few in the municipality. 

After all the hardships of the times Harry still wanted to be a 
farmer. He liked the freedom, the social activities, ball games, 
dances, picnics, etc. that go with the fellowship of rural living. 

Later he rented a quarter section in the area and tried his hand at 
grain farming, but the rewards were small. The soil was trying to 
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make a comeback after all the years of drought and it turned so wet 
there was nothing but rust; wheat so light it would blow away. 

After courting the fOlmer Vimy Hathaway from the Dand district 
for several years in a 1917 Model T Ford, the date was set and they 
were married. Having heard of the higher yields obtained from the 
blacker, heavier soils, he travelled back to the Winnipeg area and 
purchased 130 acres of 19-11-2E Rosser from Oldfield, Kirby and 
Gardiner. The name of the people renting the land and living on the 
farm previously was Mr. and Mrs. Phil Litchfield. Here they took up 
residence in an old log house which Mr. Percy Beachell estimated 
as one of the oldest dwellings in the Rosser Municipality. The logs 
were solid oak, hand hewn about one foot square. The logs were 
hauled from Portage la Prairie. Some say they were floated down the 
river and hauled here from Headingley. George Else was said to have 
built the house; a two-storey dwelling about 20 x 24, but after having 
seen so many years of wear and weather was beyond repair. A 
smaller frame building was purchased for taxes from St. Vital, 
moved, remodelled and made into a comfortable home. Later this 
house was again remodelled and made modern with plumbing etc. 

Two more small parcels of land were later purchased adjoining 
the 130 acres: 28 acres from John Chimuk to complete the quarter 
and 80 acres from William Boettcher on the NW 19-11-2E. One of 
the biggest jobs when taking over this barren quarter section was the 
planting of trees and building of fences; none were in existence. 

Harry has enjoyed the fellowship that goes with being a member 
of the Municipal Sports Club and taking an active part playing ball. 
He was a member of the Gordon Seed Club and a member of the Soil 
Club, Curling Club, etc. 

As for Vimy, she has been interested in women's organizations, 
taking part in Red Cross work as well as being past president of 
Mount Lildon Women's Institute of which at the present time she is 
secretary. 

They have one daughter, Carole Dianne. She received her el
ementary schooling at Little Mountain School, continued her edu
cation in Daniel McIntyre and later became a teacher in Winnipeg. 
She married John Anderson of Winnipeg who, after receiving his 
Master of Business Administration degree, secured a position with 
Bell Canada in Montreal where they now reside. 

Despite the fact of being dried out, hailed out, drowned out and 
all the other ins and outs of farming, Harry is still glad that the fickle 
finger of fate pointed him in the direction of 19-11-2E Rosser. 
Personally, Vimy has seriously thought of naming the farm "Acres 
and Pains" or "Riskan Hope". 

RANDY ROSSNAGEL 

Mr. Randy Rossnagel was born in the Municipality ofWesbourne, 
thirty miles north of Gladstone on July 16, 1919. Randy attended 
Harriet School in Waldersee, Manitoba. 

In the summer of 1936 Mr. Rossnagel and his father set out for 
land that had been purchased in the Rosser area. They struck out with 
five horses and a wagon, covering a distance of 130 miles in four 
days, having encountered an impassable swamp. When they arrived 
they prepared the new land for the next year's crop. 

In the fall of the same year, he and his father journeyed back to 
Waldersee with their five original horses and wagon making better 
time. 

In the spring of 1937, they returned to the farm in Rosser 
accompanied by two of Randy's brothers, bringing along with them 
ten horses, seed and their belongings. In the fall of that year the 
mother and the remaining brothers and sisters joined them. 

Mr. Rossnagel worked on the family farm for a number of years 
and was also employed by neighbouring farmers. Randy was active 
in forming the Airdale Baseball Club and played shortstop. 
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In April 1948, Mr. Rossnagel used his savings to purchase 240 
acres of 34-l2-2E, then known as the Phipps Baker farm. In July, 
1948 he married Margaret VanSteelant, who was born and raised in 
the Lilyfield area. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rossnagel have two children, Leonard and Janet. 
Leonard and Janet attended Stony Mountain Elementary School. 
Leonard received his high school training at St. Paul's High School 
and is presently attending the University of Manitoba. He was 
involved in Cub and Scout movements in Stony Mountain in his 
younger years. Janet is presently attending Stonewall Collegiate 
where she is involved in many school activities. 

Mrs. Rossnagel is an active member of the St. Joseph's C.W.L. 
Mr. Rossnagel was president of the Stonewall Dairy Herd Im
provement Association in the 1950's and won the trophy for three 
years for the highest average herd production of milk. 

KEN ROUTLEY 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Routley came to Meadows as a C.P.R. station 
agent in 1949, moved to Austin in 1953 and MacGregor in 1965 
where they still reside and he works as the C.P.R. Agent. They have 
two daughters: Jo-Ann married and Janice, a student nurse at Grace 
Hospital, Winnipeg. 

BILL RUDY 

Bill Rudy worked for the Hunters for several years. He married 
Thelma Neufeld. Bill is now an orderly at Deer Lodge Hospital. 
They live in Winnipeg. 

MICHAEL AND PAMELA SAYER 

When Kensington School was closed in 1920, Mrs. Alan James 
bought the property and had it remodelled into a home. She lived 
there with her family of four till her untimely death in 1926. The 
house was then rented to different families: Gibb, MacKay, Nichol, 
Tuck, Clark and Hilker until it was sold to Mr. James Lindsay in 
1951. Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lindsay occupied it from the time of 
their marriage in 1951 until 1969. 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Sayer bought the property in 1970. Pamela 
and Michael were born and educated in England. They were married 
in 1963, came to Canada in 1965 and to Winnipeg in 1966. Michael 
is district manager of Canada Wide Parking and Pam is a secretary. 
They have two daughters: Kimberley and Karen, who were born in 
Grosse Isle. 

The Sayers have completely remodelled the interior of the house 
and are now working on the exterior. 

Pam and Michael have been very active in the community. Pam 
is secretary of the recreation club and teaches in the Sunday School. 

REG SIME 

Mr. and Mrs. Reg Sime came to Meadows in 1931 where Reg was 
the station agent. In 1937 they moved to Dominion City. He is now 
retired and they live in Winnipeg. The Simes had one son, Russel 
who resides in Winnipeg. 

MR. AND MRS. THOS. SIMPSON 

Mr. and Mrs. T. Simpson came to Rosser in March, 1927 and 
lived in a house beside the school. Mr. Simpson was caretaker of the 
school for four years and also carried the mail from the post office 
to the station to meet the train. 



They had seven children: Tom, John, William, Jim, Cal, Annie 
and Alice. 

After Mr. Simpson's death in April, 1936, Mrs. Simpson moved 
to Bissett, Manitoba to live with her daughter, Alice. 

TOM AND LIZZIE SIMPSON 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Simpson (known as "Pat" as he was an 
Irishman) lived in the house near the barn on the F. Fetterman 
farm, NE 19-12-1 E, during the last years that Ed Kelly farmed 
the quarter and the first year the Fettennans were there. The 
Simpsons moved to Rosser in 1929. The youngest of their 
children, Jim, Alice and Caldwell worked with families at Grosse 
Isle and Rosser. 

TOM SINCLAIR 

In 1910, Tom Sinclair left Ireland to seek his fOltune in Canada. He 
was employed by the C.P.R. and remained at Meadows until 1923 
when he moved to Franklin, Manitoba. He married Edith Kitson and 
they have four children: Keith, Robert, Mary Lou and Linda. Tom 
is now retired and lives at Neepawa, Manitoba. 

GEORGE MICHAEL SMITH 

Georae Michael Smith was born in Mitchell, Ontario in 1869. In 
1900 he ~ame west and began farming in Riverside Municipality. He 
married Euphemia McCallum of Margaret in 1905. 

Mr. and Mrs. Smith moved to Lilyfield in that year. Mr. Smith 
bought the Harverty farm which was nearly all bush and pasture; 
only twenty acres were broken. Mr. Smith broke some 380 acres 
with steam engine and plow. In 1908 he boughta threshing outfit and 
did custom work in the surrounding district. A son Neil Charles was 
born in 1907. 

Mr. Smith served on the Lilyfield School Board and on the Board 
of Directors of the Lilyfield Church for a number of years. He gave 
the land on which the church stands and the Lilyfield Community 
Hall was also built on adjacent land in the northeast corner of the 
Smith farm. 

Mrs. Smith was quite active in the women's group of the Lilyfield 
Church and the Red Cross during both the 1914-1918 and 1939-
1945 wars. Mr. Smith died in 1943 and Mrs. Smith in 1958 

Neil Smith was educated at Lilyfield School and completed his 
hiah school education at Brandon, where the family resided for five b 

years. They resumed farming in the Lilyfield district in 1924. 
In 1942 Neil married Jean H. Braid of Lilyfield. Both are active 

in community affairs. 

HARRY SMITH 

Mr. and Mrs. H. Smith moved to Rosser in 1890. They came from 
Winnipeg and purchased the land where Mr. H. Holtr:umn now lives. 
The land was all raw prairie and there was good grazmg land so they 
soon had a large herd of cattle. 

Mrs. Smith was a very energetic woman and was always willing 
to help a neighbour in case of sickness. 

The Smiths had five daughters: Mrs. Lefley of Grosse Isle, Mrs. 
Green of Portage; -two in Winnipeg; and Mrs. Bert Hughes, who 
lives three miles west of Rosser Village. 

Mr. Smith sold his fann to Mr. E. Price in 1916 and moved to 
Winnipeg where he resided until his death. 

JOHN SMITH 

John Smith came to Meadows and worked ten years at Carlsons 
before going to World War 1. In 1921, he returned and bought his 

own farm (where H. Hagborg now lives), and married Louisa King. 
They fanned until 1928, when they moved to Winnipeg. John passed 
away in 1954 and Mrs. Smith lives in Kiwanis Plaza, Fort Garry. The 
Smiths had four children: David now in Hamilton, Isabella married 
to Louis Saunders, living in Fort Garry, Marion, widow of Alex 
Scott living in Fort Garry, and Ian living in Westwood. 

W.F.SMITH 

Mr. W.F. Smith and his family moved to Rosser in the 1890's. 
The lived on the place now owned by Wilfred Dennis. There were 
four sons and two daughters. Mr. Smith acquired quite a lot of land 
but gradually sold it until only the home place was left. He built the 
original brick house. 

Mr. Smith was reeve of the Municipality in 1900 and in 1902 
helped build the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Joyce, who conducted a 
store in Rosser, was his son-in-law. 

In the early 1900's, he moved away from the farm which was 
taken over by a real estate company "Childerhose, Lough and 
James". Finally Mr. Lough bought the farm and it stayed in the 
Lough family until it was purchased by Mrs. R. Stratton. 

SORFLATEN FAMILY 

The Sorflaten family purchased Maple Gorse farm (section 
25-12-1 W of the meridian) from Mrs. Ethel James in 1938 and 
farmed it for about two years. The boys, Ivor, Einar and George 
were very musical and helped out in the community at dances 
and programs. They played violin and guitar and were very good 
singers, especially the fine old Norwegian songs 111 harmony 
which their parents really enjoyed. 

Ivor and Einar were sports minded and taught some of the 
young people to swim in the gravel pits. . 

In 1940 they purchased the farm of Holly Hannah (sectIon 
23). A year or so later the large house burned to the ground, and 
the family returned to Winnipeg. 

George married and became the father of twin girls. A few 
years l,rter he died. Ivor and Einar are unmarried. An old.er 
brother, Ole, has been a barber on Notre Dame near Arlll1gton for 
many years and he and his wife recently retired. their property 
being sold for re-development. (1976) 

JOHN SPRAFKA 

Mr. John Sprafka and his daughter, Mrs. Lupinski, lived on the 
farm now owned by Ted Lange SE 28-1 I-I E. 

Their home is now in Minto, North Dakota, USA. 

MR. AND MRS. ANDREW STEF ANIUK 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Stefaniuk came to Rosser about 1930. 
Andy was Section Foreman on the CPR. They left Rosser for a time 
and were at Snowflake and at Meadows from 1942-1954. They 
returned to Rosser in 1954 and stayed until Andy retired in 1965. 
They now live in Winnipeg. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stefaniuk had two sons. Ben and Walter. and also 
a baby who died when a few weeks old. 

Ben married Grace Gilmor and has three children: David, Joy and 
Nancy. Ben is a hospital administrator at North Battleford, Sas
katchewan where they reside. 

Walter married Edna Johnes and moved to Winnipeg in 1951 
where he is a CNR Engineer. They have six children: Glenda, 
Patricia, Andrew, Robert, Susan and Lori. 
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WILF AND MARGE STEININGER 

Wi If and Marge Steininger came from Grenfell, Saskatchewan to 
Meadows in 1969. Wilf was the grain buyer for N .M. Paterson and 
Marge was the post-mistress. They have two boys: Barry and Dan. 
They moved from Meadows to Saskatchewan in 1971. 

ALFRED STRATTON 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Stratton moved to Meadows in 1931 and 
lived on the farm now owned by Henry Voth. In 1936 they moved 
to Rosser. They are now retired and living in Winnipeg. They have 
two children, Roy in the Armed Forces, is stationed in Kingston, 
Ontario; Betty married Allen Green and lives at Beausejour. They 
have one child. 

DR. DURWARD P. STRATTON 

Dr. Durward P. Stratton, a prominent Winnipeg dentist and his 
brother John Stratton bought their farm in Rosser district in 1921 
which they operated in partnership for many years. 

John and his wife Ruby resided on the farm and took a keen and 
active part in all activities. They had no children. 

Dr. Stratton, "D.P."to his friends was keenly interest in establishing 
a registered herd of cattle and so for many years he and his brother 
were known throughout Western Canada as breeders of the famous 
Ecclesgrieg line of Aberdeen Angus. 

Dr. Stratton was also a great lover of horses and was one of the 
first to import Palominos to Manitoba which he stabled at Rosser and 
rode whenever possible. 

Dr. Stratton's first wife, Gertrude died in 1938. He later married 
Mable Cosgrove and on retirement they lived for several years at the 
Rosser farm. 

Dr. Stratton's two children - Dudley H., B.A. B.Sc., e.E., P. 
eng., M.E.I.e., a graduate of University of Manitoba, owned and 
operated his own contracting firm and is presently engaged as an 
expert on engineering projects in Africa with the Canadian Inter
national Development Agency. 

Frances K. Christie, B.A., L.R.S.M., graduate of University of 
Manitoba, was conductor for 15 years of the Winnipeg Boys Choir 
and director of choral music in Winnipeg Schools. Her husband. Dr. 
Robert S. Christie, died in 1968. 

STRUGAR FAMILY 

George and Ruth Strugar bought the NW 2-12-1 W at Rosser in 
1961, built a new house on it and moved here from Winnipeg. 

They have four children: Marlene, Mrs. Harry Martel, has two 
children, Shelley and Ricky; they reside in Winnipeg. Phyllis, Mrs. 
Howard Bishop, also living in Winnipeg. Two sons, Calvin and 
Darrell, both sports enthusiasts who are at home. 

George is a busy man as he is employed at the CNR as a carman 
in Transcona and carries out his farming activities as well. Ruth is 
an active member of the Rosser Ladies Curling Club. 

BERNARDSUTTORP 

Ben Suttorp was employed by Floyd Howe on the farm from 1943 
to 1945. Then Ben bought the S 1/232-11-1 E and W 1/229-11-1 E 
from Floyd Howe. In 1945, he married Henrietta Elizabeth Pilla. 
They had six children, five boys and one girl. 

Bernard August lives in Winnipeg and is employed at Swan River 
Transfer. Norman Frances married Patricia Jean Matychuk and is 
employed at Canada Packers. Robert Paul married Eileen Marie 
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Borysowich and is employed at Canada Packers. Ralph Joseph lives 
in Winnipeg and is employed by Acme Bedding. Joanne Mary 
attends BeausejourCollegiate. Lorenz Henry also attends Beausejour 
Collegiate. 

They lived in Rosser from 1945 to 1962. In the spring of 1956, 
they sold one-half section ofland to Joseph Havixbeck. In the spring 
of 1962, they sold the other half section to Fred Krym. They moved 
to Brokenhead, Manitoba where they lived for two years and then to 
River Hills where they lived until Ben's death in 1965. 

Mrs. Suttorp and her children moved to Beausejour in 1965 and 
still reside there. 

FRED AND AGNES SWAN 

In 1926 the Swan family came from Teulon where they had 
managed a 1600-herd feeder cattle operation for Mr. RJ. Speers 
of Winnipeg. When Mr. Speers sold out in Teulon and bought 
property 26-12-1 E, in Grosse Isle the Swan family moved to 
work this farm. 

During the years 1926-1934, the younger members of the 
family attended Grosse Isle Consolidated School. Later the 
family spent several years on SE 22-14-1 W, in the Argyle district 
before moving to Winnipeg. Mr. Swan died in the mid 50's and 
Mrs. Swan. in 1962. 

Ida and her husband Morris Kennedy live in Winnipeg. They 
have two daughters in California, U.S.A. and a son in Vancouver, 
British Columbia. 

Myrtle, a widow of Lloyd Slagerman, has a son in 
Vancouver. Remarried, she and her husband Gerry Bennett are in 
Winnipeg. 

Eleanor, a graduate of St. Boniface Hospital in 1933, worked 
as a Registered Nurse for several years in Stonewall under Dr. 
W.F. Evelyn before moving to U.S.A. She joined the army, 
served on a hospital ship during World War II and was in France 
on D-Day. She is a retired major from the U.S. Army, and lives 
in San Diego, California. 

Edna and her husband Dr. Reeker. a Government 
veterinarian, and their two daughters live in Regina, 
Saskatchewan. 

Fred passed away July 24, 1974. His first wife died in 1962. 
They had three children. Remarried about two years before his 
death. 

WaIter has two sons, is manager of Elswood Distributors, 
Winnipeg. 

Dorothy and her husband Carlos McCall, a retired First 
Lieutenant of the U.S. Navy, live in San Diego, California. 

CHARLES SWEET 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sweet farmed west of Meadows in 1927-
28. Charles' parents and family had lived in the district previous to 
this. From Meadows Charles and family moved to Avoca, Iowa. Mr. 
Sweet passed away in 1964. They had three children, Bernice, 
Marion and Melvin. 

LESLIE SWEETLAND 

On May 7, 1953, my wife Evelyn and I, Leslie Sweetland, 
purchased 40 acres of SW 27-11-2E in Rosser from Mrs. Mary A. 
Lawrence. In June, we moved from Winnipeg with our family oftwo 
girls and six boys. 

My wife, Evelyn, passed away suddenly in July 1958. 
Most of my family are married and are on their own. Marilyn, 

Kenneth and Ronald are married and reside in Vancouver. Arlene is 



married and lives in Calgary. Raymond and his family make their 
home in Winnipeg. Donald and Larry live at home. Donald works in 
Winnipeg and Larry attends the Stonewall Collegiate. Robert and 
his wife, Sylvia, have their new home on five acres adjoining my 
property. Robert is a theatre manager for Odeon Morton Company 
and Sylvia teaches high school at Stonewall Collegiate. I have nine 
grandchildren. 

Since 1929 I was employed as plant superintendent and manager 
of Humpty Dumpty Potato Chip Company in Winnipeg (formerly 
Hunter, Irish and Federated Fine Foods). I recently resigned and am 
just relaxing at present. 

In May 1958, my parents, Mr. and Mrs. Perce Sweetland Sr. 
moved into the little house adjacent to the large family home. Mrs. 
Perce Sweetland passed away in May 1965. Perce now lives in the 
family home. 

GEORGETARNOVESKI 

Mr. and Mrs. George Tarnoveski lived at Meadows from 1955-
1960. He worked as a section foreman until he retired in 1970. They 
have three children, Olga in Toronto, Anne now married and Mike. 

CORNELIUS TOEWS 

Cornelius Toews, wife Mary and children came from Russia to 
Canada in 1924. In 1925 they came to Meadows to the former J.B. 
Voth farm. In 1928, they left to go to Pelee Island, Ontario. Mr. 
Toews passed away in 1941 and Mrs. Toews in 1965. They had ten 
children: Cornelius, now at Cotton, Ontario; Abram at Coatsworth, 
Ontario; Anna at Ruthven, Ontario; John at Wheatly, Ontario; Maria 
at Leamington, Ontario; Katie at Leamington; Henry at Wheatly; 
Margaret at Leamington; Richard at Ruscomb, Ontario; and Jacob 
deceased. 

MR. AND MRS. TREMEER 

Mr. and Mrs. Tremeer were old-timers occupying the Bergey 
farm 18-12-1 E prior to the Bergeys' arrival. Later they moved to the 
farm of J. Wedge, now owned by Leslie Wedge 15-12-IE. 

A son, Bob, was a prisoner of war in Japan in World War II. 

W.F. TULLY 

W.F. Tully, born in Peterborough, Ontario in 1858, went with his 
family at the age of 19 to the state of Iowa in 1877. In 1885, he 
married Irish-born Rachel Kane. In 1900 they moved to Rosser. 

While waiting for their house to be built, they occupied an unused 
house across the road from the Sam Corbett farm home. It was 
fortunate they were so close as one night in mid-winter Mrs. Corbett, 
with her vast knowledge of how to treat the ills of childhood after 
having raised a large family of her own, was called upon to revive 
one of the Tully kids suffering from a choking episode! 

In March of 1902 the McFee family, also from Iowa, moved to 
Rosser. Mrs. McFee was Mr. Tully's sister. A day or two after they 
arrived, the worst three-day blizzard in memory cut visibility to 
zero. Three attempts were made, before success was achieved, to 
reach them with food and when the Tully pair finally arrived Mr. 
McFee was down in the well trying to get the pump thawed out. 
When he heard sleigh bells he quickly appeared from the depths 
shouting "Bill, Bill, did you bring us some potatoes-we've had 
nothing but flour and water pancakes since we got here!" 

In 1903 a school was built a mile and a half eastofthe Tully home, 
now the residence of Margaret and Gerald Minaker. The name 
"Prairie Star School" was suggested by Mrs. Tully. Previous to this, 

school was held in the Innis home at the Kenilmeaky farm, a large, 
rambling house which had been built by an Englishman who knew 
nothing of Manitoba winters! The school was underthe direction of 
a university student, F.W. Kerr, from Manitoba College who, in the 
20's, was Dr. F. W. Kerr, MinisterofKnox Church in Winnipeg from 
1924-1932. After having served on the staff of Manitoba College 
from 1919 to 1924, he was professor of Religious Teaching. 

During his career of teaching at Kenilmeaky and Prairie Star, he 
taught members of the Bissett, Innis and Tully families. Mr. Kerr 
"boarded" at the Tully home as did all subsequent teachers at Prairie 
Star until the family moved to Winnipeg in 1909 so the Tully siblings 
had very little chance to "skip" school had they so desired! 

Tullys moved back to the farm in 1916 to prepare it for sale the 
following year to the Charles Bros. 

RICHARD GEORGE TURBETT 

Richard George Turbett was born in County Dublin, Ireland, in 
1873. He attended school at Haileybury in England and came to 
Canada as a young man, residing in Montreal for several years. 
While there he married Lucienne Reine-Marguerite Duval of Paris, 
France. 

We came to Winnipeg, where we lived for six years, during which 
time two daughters were born. The first died in infancy. The second, 
Eileen Yvonne Eleanore, was born in 1915. In 1916, we moved out 
to the Little Mountain district, occupying a house on the old Robert 
Moore place now owned by the Turbett Brothers. 

My husband worked with his brothers, Mick and Roy, on the 
dairy farm. For some years he drove the milk rig, and later the milk 
truck, to and from Winnipeg on deliveries as well as assisting in 
other farm work. 

Our daughter, Eileen, received her early education at Little 
Mountain School, later commuting to Winnipeg for high school. In 
1932, she went over to Ireland to stay with her Aunt Nellie for 
several years, completing her education at a Dublin College. After 
the war broke out in 1939, she went to England to serve in the army 
with the ATS as First Lieutenant. She was married over there, and 
now resides in Bermuda. 

In the early years on the dairy farm, Richard enjoyed the well
known wolf hunts and later in company with his brother, Roy, he 
took part in numerous duck and chicken shooting trips each fall. 

In the 50's we built a small bungalow close to Little Mountain 
School and for a time helped look after the school house. Richard 
also did some work for Rosser Municipality. 

We lived at Little Mountain up to the time of my husband's death 
in 1961. Since then I have resided in Winnipeg. 

MR. AND MRS. WILF TURCOTTE 

Mr. and Mrs. Wi If turcotte and son, Dwayne, came to Rosser to 
live in Alan Beachell's farm house on S 1/28-12-1 E in 1970. Mr. and 
Mrs. Turcotte both work in the city and raise animals here. 

HENRI C. VAN HAUTE 

Those who have left the area and many of the younger generation 
who still reside along Highway No.7 and the surrounding district of 
the Rosser Municipality would remember the late Harry Van Haute 
who passed away in 1952 after a lengthy illness. 

Born in Belgium, where he grew up and received a common 
school education, he emigrated to Canada at an early age. After he 
was somewhat familiarized with conditions of Manitoba he decided 
to settle down. Decisions had to be made. He was interested in dairy 
farming so he purchased S 1/2 S 1/2 W 1/2 LS4 ofPt. SW 26-12-2E 
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from Mr. C. Defoort (now deceased). From there he pursued his 
chosen work. His pride was his Holstein herd. He became an active 
member of the Holstein Friesien Association. 

In 1931, he was united in marriage to Miss Suzanna Blokland, 
daughterofthe late Mrs. C. Blokland, B1ackdale, Manitoba. She was 
a former teacher at Ulster School and Stony Mountain School. She 
is now Mrs. Allan Carlson of Winnipeg and has a daughter. 

Mr. H. Van Haute and family were members of St. Joseph's 
Catholic Church at Stony Mountain. Mrs. H. Van Haute has resided 
in Winnipeg since being widowed and frequently sees former 
neighbours from the Rosser district. 

CHARLES VanSTEELANT 

Mr. Charles L. VanSteelant was born in Ruddervoord, Flanders, 
Belgium, on January 4, 1882. He came to Canada in 1907 and helped 
to lay the Grand Trunk Railway. He returned to his homeland in 
1914 and married Marie VanRenterghem. They returned to Canada 
the same year and resided in St. Boniface for one year. In May 1915, 
they bought five acres of bald prairie at $200 per acre from Webb, 
American Land Company. The location was 26-12-2E. The 
VanSteelants built a house and bam and in later years, added more 
property and buildings to the original acreage. 

Ofthis union there were four children: Joseph, Edmund, Margaret 
and Alice. All four children attended Ulster School which was a long 
four miles on a winter's day. Mr. VanSteelant served on the Ulster 
School District Board as trustee and chairman for many years. The 
three eldest children are actively involved in farming in the Lilyfield 
area. Alice resides in Teulon, Manitoba. 

Charles L. VanSteelant passed away on September II, 1941 at 
the age of 59. His wife passed away on March 31, 1959 at the age of 
66. 

J. M. WALLACE 

Mr. and Mrs. J .M. Wallace came from Moncton, New Brunswick 
to Rosser in 1902. They settled on the fmm later owned by John 
Cross. 

Mr. Wallace built a full set of buildings; the house is still used, 
although most of the buildings have been tom down or remodelled. 
Mr. Wallace was a staunch supporter of the Methodist Church. 

The Wallaces had four children: Laura, Hilda, Beatrice, and a 
son, Avard, who was killed overseas during World War 1. Beatrice 
and Hilda are both deceased. 

Laura married Dr. 1.0. Fryer who has been Chief Provincial 
Coroner for the past 25 years and who also served as a District 
Coroner for another 25 years. 

In 1915, Mr. Wallace sold his farm to W.W. Cross who later 
passed iton to his son, John. John Cross sold the farm to Mr. and Mrs. 
Jas. Blair in 1969. 

GEORGE AND GERTRUDE WATSON 

Mr. and Mrs. George Watson and family: Ed, Zelma, Jean, 
Harvey and Mervin came to Grosse Isle in 1922, renting the farm on 
SE 20-12-IE from Mr. William Elliott, a relative of the family. 
During their two-year stay in Grosse Isle, the four oldest children 
attended Grosse Isle Consolidated School. Mervin was a pre
schooler at this time and another son, George, was born. 

In later years, multiple sorrow struck the family. George, the 
father, died in 1944. The son, George was killed overseas in World 
War II. Ed was killed in a lumbering accident in British Columbia 
shortly after his return from overseas. 

Zelma, Mrs. Joe McConnell, and her husband live at Poplar 
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Point, Manitoba. 
Jean, Mrs. John Ritchie, and her husband are at Argyle, Manitoba. 

They have t"','o sons, Bill and George, and a daughter, Dorothy. 
Dorothy marned Gerry Palmer of Grosse Isle. They and their family, 
farm SE 4-13-1 E. 

Harvey and his family live in Argyle, Manitoba and Mervin lives 
in Kindersley, Saskatchewan. 

Mrs. Watson, now in her 90th year makes her home in Stonewall. 

JOHN WETHEREL T 

My father, John Wetherelt, born in Ontario, grew up and attended 
school there, then came to Rosser in 1879. He settled on 26-11-1 E. 

He married Jane Gerrie from Dundas, Ontario. Two children 
were born of this union. Jum married Evelyn Park who is still living. 
Their son, Bruce is married and living in Waterdown, Ontario. Jum 
passed away in 1925. 

After selling the farm to William Galbraith of Rosser, I moved to 
Portage La Prairie in 1946 and lived two miles south of Portage. Six 
years later I moved to 50 Second Street NW, Portage La Prairie and 
now reside in Rotary Park. 

While in Rosser, we attended all social parties for miles around. 
Jum played for dances. Mother and Dad attended most parties with 
Jum and me. Our closest neighbours were the Rileys and George 
Huttons. 

PERCY WILSON 

Mr. and Mrs. Percy Wilson lived at Meadows for one year, 1950-
195 I while Percy worked for N.M. Paterson. They now live at 
Boissevain and have five children. 

ART AND NETTIE WOOSTER 

Art and Nettie Wooster came to Meadows from Winnipeg in 
1967. They bought the school teacherage and school property. Mr. 
Wooster was a maintenance man at the Winnipeg General Hospital. 
They had two children: Linda and Edwin. In 1971 they left Meadows 
to reside in St. Norbert, and on May 5, 1992, Art passed away. 

FRANK WYSOCKI 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Wysocki came to Meadows in 1922, where 
Frank was a section foreman until he retired in 1949. They then 
moved to Winnipeg. Frank passed away in 195 I and Mrs. Wysocki 
lives with her sister, Mrs. Rudy, at Portage La Prairie. They had two 
children: Dan married to Ethel Paradis in 1946 and living in 
Winnipeg with one son and Sabina, married to Tony Tabak lives in 
Winnipeg and has one son. 

JOHN YOUNG 

Mr. and Mrs. John Young lived at 32-11-1 E from April to 
August, 1970. Mrs. Young, Rita, is the daughter of Ted Lange. They 
now live in East Kildonan. 

John is employed at the CPR repair shops. He was working on the 
repair of the "Countess of Dufferin" locomotive, a museum piece 
which stood in front of the CPR depot in Winnipeg for many years. 
It now stands east of Main Street near City Hall. It took over $25,000 
for repairs and replacements. 

BILL YUROS 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Yuros lived at 32-11-1E from June 1969 to 



January 1970. Their children are Laurie and Dale. 
Mr. Yuros is teaching Industrial Arts at Vincent Massey School, 

Fort Garry, Winnipeg. He also teaches the Driver Education Course 
for high school students. 

They bought 5.6 acres south of St. Norbert and have built a new 
home. Presently, in his spare time, Mr. Yuros is upholstering the 
pews for the Seventh-Day Adventist Church. He is also making the 
acrylic chandeliers for the sanctuary. 

HARRY AND STEPHANIE ZENEWYCH 

Both my husband and I were born in the Ukraine and it was there 
that we spent the happiest times of our lives. That part of the Ukraine 
is very picturesque; hills, plains and forests where nature is very 
generous; there are flowers everywhere and the forests are full of 
singing birds. Spring comes early there. In April everything is green 
and by May the meadows look like Persian carpets all covered with 
wild flowers. 

We attended grade school in our own small towns but had to go 
to a larger city for high school and university. It was not very far, but 
still we had to stay at a boarding house and could come home only 
on holidays. 

Before we could complete our education war broke out. The 
governments kept changing and finally we were forced to leave our 
home and our country because we did not want to stay under 
Communist occupation. 

The second phase of our lives began-the emigration. With the 
Soviet Army progressing west we had to move from one country to 
another, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Austria, Germany, sometimes by 
train, other times by horse cars. We were able to take a few 
belongings with us, but some people were not even able to do that 
since we had to flee in the middle of the night. Sometimes we found 
shelter in houses or barns; other times we had to sleep outside in all 
kinds of weather. 

In Gennany they put us all to work in factories where aircrafts, 
rockets and missiles were built ("everybody had to help win the 
war"). We lived in overcrowded wooden barracks-twenty or more 
people to one room. The last few months before the war ended 
American planes raided the cities several times a day and we had to 
run for shelters all the time. 

Finally the end came and that part of Germany was occupied by 
the American Army. Immediately they took care ofthe war prisoners 
as well as the foreigners. Soon an International Refugee Organization 
was created and we started to receive Red Cross food parcels and 
clothing. 

In 1946 my husband and I were married in a very simple 
ceremony with only a few relatives and friends attending, due to 
post-war circumstance. The I.R.O. also helped to find our relatives 
overseas and they in turn sent us affidavits to immigrate to Canada 
or the U.S.A. For those who had no relatives, work was found and 
they were going to go on Contracts. 

My husband and I arrived in Canada on October 10, 1948 and 
spent our first two weeks at my uncle's farm near Beausejour. The 
autumn that year was beautiful-sunny, dry, warm. The farmers had 
all their work done and observed Thanksgiving. Those first im
pressions must have influenced my husband into buying some land 
of his own. My only condition was that it not be far from the city. 

Both of us went to work right away. We lived in one room in order 
to save some money, firstly to pay back my uncle and secondly, for 
our new goal: the farm. Two years after our arrival we started to look 
for one and after seeing several places we finally found one we liked. 
That farm was at 26-11-1E Rosser and was owned by William 
Stecey. 

We had little money saved, only enough for a down payment and 
because of that we met with opposition from our relatives. They 
advised us not to go too deep into dept because we had no guarantee 
that we could meet the payments. But my husband told them that at 
one time we had owned some property and had to give it up and we 
were not afraid to lose again. And so we moved to the farm in the 
spring of 1951. 

Everyone was very helpful. One of my cousins even moved in 
with us that first summer to instruct my husband how to operate the 
farm. 

The first neighbour we approached was George Hutton. Soon we 
met the rest of the family and became good neighbours. After a while 
we got acquainted with the other farmers in the district and found 
them very helpful with advice on fanning and with machinery. In 
1952 our daughter was born. 

Because ourold house was not winterized we had to live with my 
parents in Winnipeg in winter and could stay at the farm only in the 
summer. That arrangement was not very convenient for it meant 
moving twice a year. So we decided to build a new house. That was 
accomplished in two years and now we live here steadily, though we 
both work in the city and our daughter attends school there. This year 
she graduated from Grade 12 and in the fall she is planning to study 
Interior Design at the University of Manitoba. 

As for my husband and I, we would like very much to go back and 
visit the Ukraine and all the old places some day, but right now we 
are well settled here and are quite happy. 

TIME 

Time stood still when we were yOllng. 
We wished 0111' /il'es away, 

Longingfor time to qllickly pass, 
Until a special da)'. 

Now - that we hal'e grown old -
Each day goes rllshing by, 

There is no time - for all the things -
To do, bef'ore we die. 

"I jllst can' t wait," we used to say, 
When Christmas time was near. 
"I just can't wait for holidays." 

The sweetest (If' the year. 

So many things we waitedfor -
The greening of the grass, 

The jirst maUl'e CroCIlS of'the spring, 
And catkins in a glass. 

We waited for the planting time 
Of gardens, flowers and grain. 

Then waitedfor the sllmmerji'lIit 
Tojlll ollrjars again. 

The time of harl'est came arollnd. 
With bOllnty rich and rare; 

In homes and hearts we stored its gold 
And thanked Godfor itsfare. 

Now as winter days approach, 
The hours go J'/Ishing by, 

There is no time - for all the things -
To do, before we die. 

Norma Peterson 
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MY CENTENNIAL BOOK 

I ha\'e a book olmemories, 
Its co\'er worn with age, 

Its corners bent./i"om 100'ingfingers, 
Handprints on some cherished page. 

For when r m feeling lonely, 
Missing those whom I can't see, 

I reach out for my centennial book 
And bring them back to me. 

There are photos olmy classmates, 
Taken during moments rare, 

I go back to all those good times, 
Wishing they could still be there. 

Ref7ecting back to days (il childhood, 
Changing into growing youth, 

Always searching for l(fe' s meaning 
In my constant search for truth. 

FOrlner./i"iends andf;·iendl.v neighbours, 
Some not here, but far away, 

Perhaps somehow we'll get together 
In a better place someday. 

I recall oldfarms and places, 
Rememb'ring those who' \'e come and gone, 

Le.ff behind, new names, new faces, 
Stillfighting hard to calTY on. 

Precious gems offamily history, 
Each one (il a different kind, 

Each one is a special chapter, 
Capfllred in both print and milld. 

This special book contains a liletime 
(il our past, our joys and tears, 
It's a history of our memories, 

Capfllred through life's changing years. 

joan Balayewic: Mattson 
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A Day in the Life of a Fann Homemaker by Lois Rutherford 
A Farnlhouse Is ... by Wendy Rutherford Fielder 
A&M Soil Servicane 
Abas, David and Houda 
Adlak Fertilizer Ltd. 
Aitken, Allan and Katherine (Langille) 
An Anglican Anecdote by Edna Miller 
Ancient Trails 
Ander. Anne and Clarence Greenlees 
Ander. Arthur and Eileen 
Ander, Erie and Kerstin 
Ander. Eric and Isabelle (Marr) 
Ander, Margaret 
Anderson, Arne 
Anderson, Arnold and Margaret (Ollson) 
Anderson. Bernice and Jack Munro 
Anderson, Ed 
Anderson, Edwin (Ted) 
Anderson. Elmer and Anna Brita (Erikson) 
Anderson, Esther and Edward Vermette 
Anderson, Glen and Barbara (Parke) 
Anderson, James and Dorothy (Donaldson) 
Anderson. John and Nettie 
Anderson, Julie 
Anderson, Leonard and Diane (Peever) 
Anderson. Leslie and Muriel (Maskell) 
Anderson, Mark 
Anderson, Mildred and Clayton Turnbull 
Anderson. Norris and Vema (White) 
Anderson, Olaf and Mary 
Anderson, Richard and Louanne (Szulikowski) 
Anderson, Richard and Lenore (White) 
Anderson, Roy and Gertrude (Selden) 
Anderson, Shirley 
Anglican: 

St. Michael's, Grosse Isle 
Christ Church, Rosser 

Angst, Ross 
As I Remember. .. by Grace Hughes Klimpke 
Ashley, Edward and Joy (Beachell) 
Association of Rural Municipalities 
Atkinson, Joseph M. and Kathleen 
Atkinson, William 
Attree, Edward (Ted) 
Attree, Geoff 
Attree, Harry 
Attrce, John 
Attree, Joseph and Ellen Mary (Inkster) 
Attree, Mary 
Attree. Ruth and Bill Tucko 
Attree, William 

Bach, Don and Jean 
Bain, Ben and Elizabeth (Griffiths) 
Bain, Graham and Jacqueline 
Bain, Gwladys (Nichol) 
Bain, Helen and George S. Harris 
Bais, Anne and Doug Moore 
Bais, Henrietta and Ruben Riege 
Bais, Jack 
Bais, Jean 
Bais, John and Pat (Wien) 
Bais, Mary and Ernie Stenberg 
Bais, Simon and Maria 
Balayewicz, Adam and Aniela 
Balayewicz, Adeline and David Molden 
Balayewicz, Joan and Mark Mattson 
Baldwin. Kelvin and Donna (Harris) 
Barala Kennels 
Barker, Charles 
Barker, Eva and Melville White 
Barker, Frank Bruce and Annie (Thomas) 
Barker, George and Hazel Jackson 
Barker, Jessie and Charles H. Morrison 
Barker, Lillian Eva and Alexander Robertson 
Barker, Margaret and John Cramb 
Barker, Robert and Elizabeth (Deighton) 
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257 
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258,418 
259 
260 
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260 
260 
261 
260 
260 
260 
260 
260 
501 
257 
261 
501 
259 
259 

112 
113 
5 I I 
123 
268 

78 
261 
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262 
261 
261 
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261 
261 
262 
262 

5 I I 
262 
5 I I 
262 
262 
263 

263,449 
263 
263 
263 
263 
263 
263 
264 
264 
347 
192 
266 
500 
266 
265 
266 
451 
266 
265 

Barker. Robert Lambert and Daisy 
Barker, Robert William and Joyce 
Barker. Ruth and John E. MacDonald 
Barker, Thomas 
Barker. William 
Barr, Len and Anna (Norberg) 
Barry, Richard 
Bartel. Herbert 
Baseball 
Battershell, Don and Suzanne 
Beachell, Alice and William Ridgeway 
Beachell. Alan and Lauric Potovsky 
Beachell. Annie (sec Steeves) 
Beachell. Arthur William and Vera (Bewell) 
Beachell. Bonnie and Grant Hamilton 
Beachell, Chester and Willa Margaret (McCrea) 
Beachell, Edna and James Fargey 
Beachell, Emily . 
Beachell, Ernest and Kathleen (Holliston) 
Beachell, Frances and Robert Tully 
Beachell, Fred and Eliza (Lcfley) 
Beachell. Gertrude 
Beachell, Harry 
Beachell, Henry James and Anna Mary (Fleeman) 
Beachell, Herbert Arthur 
Beachell, Jack and Gertrude (Johnson) 
Beachell, Jim and Aria (Van Camp) 
Beachcll, Joy and Edward (Ashley) 
Beachell. Lauric and Judy McKelvey 
Beachell. Lee and Ian Hogg 
Beachcll, Percy and Stella (Briggs) 
Beachell. Walter and Mary (Thompson) 
Beaton. Bruce and Terry (Ward) 
Beckett, George and Annie 
Bees. Keeping 
Bel Acres Golf & Country Club 
Belbin, Ken and Dorothy Simonson 
Bentler, A. 
Bentley, Bradford 
Bentley. Bradford Star 
Bentley, Earl 
Bentley. Elaine 
Bentley, Gerald 
Bentley. Stephen Leonard 
Bergen, Katie (sec Hoas. Warkentin) 
Bergey, Alice and Wesley Witmer 
Bergey, Clayton 
Bergey. Cora and Ross McClary 
Bergey. Donald and Elizabeth (Williams) 
Bergey, I rv i ne 
Bergey. Jacob Eby and Lydia (Bricker) 
Bergey. Judith and Cameron Peckinpaugh 
Bergey. Lester and Pearl (Mulligan) 
Bergey, Marvel and Ed Tarapasky 
Bergey, Orton and Violet (Mulligan) 
Bergey, Shirley and Gerald Hallick 
Bergey, Stanley 
B~st Horne Grounds Awards 
Beveridge. Torn and Margaret 
Bewell, W.H. 
Binnie. David 
Bird. Andrea and Alex Martens 
Bird, Christine and Peter Doliwa 
Bird, Laura and Ken McGirnpsey 
Bird. Lynn and Gary Lctkcman 
Bird, Mark and Lisa (Gareau) 
Bird, Robert and Edith 
Birds Common to this Area 
Bird Tales 
Black, Rev. John 
Blair. Albert William and Patricia Gail (Mulligan) 
Blair. David and May (Lally) 
Blair, David J. and Janet (Webster) 
Blair, Debbie and Brian Howelko 
Blair, Diane and Harold Hogg 
Blair. Elizabeth May and William Ward 
Blair, Fred and Evelyn (Copp) 
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164 
193 
461 
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272 
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274.415 
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273.415 
273 
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91 
275 
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276 
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7 
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112 
278.416 

276 
279 
279 
277 
277 
277 

547 



Blair, Jim and Dorothy (Hawkins) 
Blair, Joseph 
Blair, Judy and Barry Baldwin 
Blair, Norah Frances and Robert McDermid 
Blair, Olive Vivian and Boyd Hamilton 
Blair, Robert and Betty 
Blair, William J. and Janet 
Blair, William Perry 
Blank, Fred and Alice (Childerhose) 
Blue, Ben and Diane (Roche) 
B-M Drilling 
Bodnarchuk, Michael and Mary (Krawchuk) 
Bodnarchuk, Nick and Ann 
Bodnarchuk, Raymond and Doreen (Manderson) 
Bodnarchuk, Wayne and Melody (Jamen) 
Boettcher, William 
Bonin Family, The 
Boon, Peter 
Boonstra, George and Henny 
Bourgouin, George and Alice 
Boutin, Victor Joseph 
Bowler, Bernice and Edward Semeniuk 
Bowler, Joyce and Mervyn Lyndon 
Bowler Family, The Melville 
Bowler, Robert and Doreen (Patterson) 
Bowler, Sidney 
Boys' and Girls' Club 
Braid, Gilbert and Muriel (Murray) 
Braid, Helena and Charles Crawford 
Braid, Jean and Neil Smith 
Braid, Margaret and Leonard Hawkinson 
Braid, Robert and Debbie (Seidel) 
Braid, Thomas and Hilda (Kelly) 
Braid, William 
Bras, Mr. and Mrs. R.C. 
Braun, Mrs. Agatha 
Braun, Agatha and Ernie Tiessen 
Braun, Anna 

Braun, Dale and Shelley (Bartel) 
Braun, Delores and Robert Willms 
Braun, Dorothy 
Braun, Edward and Aileen (Buffie) 
Braun, Eric and Joanne (Thiessen) 
Braun, Ernest and Mary (Thiessen) 
Braun, Gordon and Shawn (Doty) 
Braun, Harry and Betty (Wiebe) 
Braun, Inna and Abe Mathies 
Braun, Isaac and Helen (Friesen) 
Braun, Jake and Susan (Jansen) 
Braun, Jakob and Suzanna (Warkentin) 
Braun, Lena 
Braun, Margaret and Peter Friesen 
Braun, Margaret and Jake Koop 
Braun, Marilyn and Lyle Walde 
Braun, Mary and Jacob Thun 
Braun, Nick and Eva (Siemens) 
Braun, Peter and Elizabeth (Driedger) 
Braun, Ron and Ann (Thompson) 
Braun, Tina and David Driedger 
Braun, Victor 
Breyfogle, Warren and Joyce 
Bricker, Isaac S. 
Brinkworth, Ken and Bev Husak 
Broerken, Joseph and Elisabeth (Helmert) 
Brooklands School District 1440 
Brookside Cemetery 
Brownlee Family 
Bruderer, Joe and Kathy 
Buchanan, Cheryl and Wayne Cathers 
Buchanan, Hugh and Marie 
Buchanan, Ron and Debbie (King) 
Buckle, Charles Harry and Carolyne Marion (Viney) 
Buckle, Charlie and Nonna (Plume) 
Buckle, Helen (see Kent Morrison) 
Buckle, Jack and Molly (Anderson) 
Buckle, Oscar and Sadie (Moor) 
Buelloni, Romolo and Edda 
Bugg, Doreen 
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276, 350 Burla, Don and Jean 
280 Burns, Mrs. EJ. 
277 Business Community 
278 Butterfield, Charles and Ann (Husak) 
278 Bylaw Excerpts from 1893 
513 
279 
279 
295 

280,453 
193 

Cairns: 
Grosse Isle School 
Hughes 
Lilyfield 

Cameron, Archie and Joan 
280 Canadian Food Grains Bank 
280 Carlson, Art and Hilda (Gregg) 
280 Carlson, Doris and John McCuish 
280 Carlson, Edith and Vernor Johnson 
513 Carlson, Irene and Jim Rothwell 
280 Carlson, Victor and Johanna (Wall Hagborg) 
513 Carter, Charles and Barbara 
281 Cathers, Kenneth and Frances (Tarn) 
281 Cathers, Ross 
281 Cathers, Wayne and Cheryl (Buchanan) 
282 Cattle, Beef 
282 Cavanagh, James A. 
281 Cawston Family 
282 Cemeteries 
281 Century Fanm 
223 Chambers, James and Margaret (Oatway) 

282, 339 Chambers, Dorothy Joan and Dr. G. Glenn Murphy 
282 Chapman, Alice and Wallace McDougall 
282 Chapman. Fred and Mary (Kolansky) 
282 Chapman, Frank and Ellen (Fardoe) 
283 Chatwell, Ted and Sophie 
282 Childerhose. Alice Elizabeth and Fred Blank 
282 Childerhose, Caren and Jerry Pedron 
513 Childerhose, Clifford and Vivian (Dickenson) 
283 Childerhose, Dan Robert and Elsie (Munt) 
286 Childerhose, Daniel and Eliza Jane (Hutton) 
287 Childerhose, Doreen and Edwin Keith 

Childerhose, E.R. and Verna (Siegel) 
Childerhose, Glenn 

284 Childerhose, Mabel Etta 
287 Childerhose, Merle and Wilfred Dennis 
285 Childerhose, Ron and Angela 

Childerhose, Wallace and Ruby (Mitchel!) 
286 Chimuk Family History, John 
284 Chittick, Frank and Kim (Clarke) 
285 Christie, C. 
285 Clarke, Donna and Morley Porteous 
286 Clarke, Harry and Margaret (Wenham) 
284 Clarke, Kim and Frank Chittick 
283 Clarke, Margaret and Frcd Siocombe 
287 Clarke, Maxinc 
284 Clarke, Reg and Linda 
286 Clarke, Robert and Dorothy (Johnson) 
284 Clarke, Wanda 
286 Clarke, Mr. and Mrs. William 
287 Clemis, Elizabeth 
286 Cochrane, Mr. and Mrs. R.T. 
286 Code, Mary and Alexander Stewart 
287 Code, William George 
285 Cohon, Edith (Tanner) 
287 Coleman, Barry, Donna and DeLee 
288 Collins Family: 1917-1929, History of the 
361 Collins, Wendell and Andrea 
513 Communication 
102 Community Project, A Successful 
57 Comrie, Audrey and George Nichol 

288 Comrie, Bert and Irene (Sproule) 
288 Comrie, George and Lorraine (Anders) 

289, 293 Comrie, James and Elizabeth (Porter) 
289 Comrie, Robert and Elizabeth Rita (Taplin) 
289 Conquergood, Flora and Harold Green 
289 Conquergood, Jean and Tom Patterson 
290 Conquergood, Mary Janet and Edward Alexander Lawrence 

Conquergood, Murdoch and Frances (McKay) 
290 Conquergood, Ross 
290 Conquergood, Shirley and Walter White 
291 Conquergood, Thomas and Flora Elizabeth (Matheson) 
291 Corbeil Family 
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76 
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344 
344 
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340 
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289, 293 
152 
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383 
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302, 504 
301 
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Corbett, Brian Nonnan and Betty (Triggs) 
Corbett, Fred and Florence (Minorgan) 
Corbett, Fred and Heather (Macdonald) 
Corbett, Jeanie and Tony Nichols 
Corbett, Norman and Anna (Switzer) 
Corbett, Sam and Rebecca 
Cosens Family, The Keith 
Councillors, 1893 to 1993: 

Ward One 
Ward Two 
Ward Three 
Ward Four 
Ward Five 

Cowdery, Robert W.B. and Annie 
Craig, Henry and Isabelle 
Cramb, John and Margaret (Barker) 
Cramm, Everett and Blanche (Zeiler) 
Cranston, In Memory of Sam and May 
Crawford, Charles and Helena (Braid) 
Crawley, Joseph James 
Crime Watch, Rural 
Crisman, Wesley 
Cross, George and Louise 
Cross, John 
Crows, Taking Advantage of the, by Jim Collins 
Curling Stories: 

In the Good Old Days by Alan Beachell 
The Eight Ender by Anna Corbett 

Dairy Industry, The 
Dalke, Harvey and Caroll (Kroll) 
Danylchuk, Ed and Marjorie (McDougall) 
Danyluk, Alex 
Davis, Edward and Zelia (Way) 
Davis, Gladys and Roy Roche 
Davis, Jim and Joyce (Hawkins) 
Davis, Laurence "Jim" and Joyce (Hawkins) 
Davis, Barry and Beverly (Walker) 
De Coninck Family History, The 
De Grave Family, The 
Dean, Robert and Lucinda 
Delonne Family 
Demasson, Arthur and Johanna "Hansie" (Holtmann) 
Dennis, Richard and Delores (Lebossiere) 
Dennis, Wilfred and Merle (Childerhose) 
Deprez, Camiel and Elisa 
Deprez, George and Ailene (Masson) 
Di Lazzaro, Victor and Wilma 
Dick Family History 
Dietz, Ernest and Annie Elizabeth (Harris) 
Doliwa, Peter and Christine (Bird) 
Doucette, Jim and Lois 
Douglas, Dr. and Mrs. 
Dowbenko, Wasyl and Horpyna (Grenkow) 
Dowbenko, Gladys and Nick Gural 
Dowler, Ernest and Helen (Main) 
Dowler, Evelyn Mae Isobel and W.P. McNeill 
Dowler, Kenneth Main and Trudy (Arklie) 
Dowler's General Store 
Down Memory Lane by Elizabeth Reimer Doell 
Downie, Lloyd and Joan (Hughes) 
Doyle, Harold Joseph "Mike" and Svea Kristina (Norberg) 
Doyle, Karen 
Driedger, David and Tina (Braun) 
Duda, Bill and Barbara (McDougall) 
Dudman, Jim and Esther (Malmas) 
Duly, Tom and Priscilla 
Dykstra, Bodie 
Dykstra, J. 

Eakin, Charles Kevin 
Early Evidence of Worship 
East Rosser School No. 594 
Education Over the Last 30-0dd Years, Changes in 
Egesz Family 
Eichen, Carl 
Einarson Family 
Elchuk, Jeanette and Brian Roche 
Elchuk, John and Agnes 

303 
302,404,408 

304 
303 
302 
302 
304 

Elevators: 
Bergen 
Gordon 
Gordon Elevator. Memories of the 
Meadows 
Remembering Old Times 
Rosser 
Rosser Elevator Stories 

66 Rosser, "New" 
67 Emberg, Valerie Margaret (Minaker) 
68 Ewing, A.C. "Archie" and Hazel 
69 
70 Fardoe, Edwin and Alice (Roche Annstrong) 

514 Fardoe, Ronald and Violet (Evans) 
306 Fargey, Jim and Edna (Beachell) 
266 Fanner, Robert and Emma (Norberg) 
306 Farming, 1890's to 1990's 
306 Fedorwich, Darryl 
282 Ferguson Family, The Robert 
307 Fettennan, Bill and Agnes (Grange) 
210 Fettennan, F. Ben and Agnes (Johnson) 
515 Fettennan, Fred B. and Jane W. (Chapple) 
307 Field, Frances "Fanny" and Andrew Lauder 
515 Field, Henry and Joan (Lawson) 
151 Fielder, David and Wendy (Rutherford) 

Findlays, The 
252 Fire Department, RM of Rosser Volunteer 
253 Florence, Jack and Lyla (White) 

Fond Memories by Frances Ridgeway 
154 Fonseca and Albert Gilbert, B. 
374 Forrest Family History 
294 4-H Clubs 
515 
307 

307,453 
350 

307, 350 
308 
308 
309 
308 
309 
356 
310 

296,310 
310 
310 
311 
311 
347 
276 
311 
515 
312 
313 
313 
313 
313 
194 
100 
359 
428 
429 
287 
294 
391 
314 
515 
515 

515 
112 
97 

110 
314 
516 
314 

315,453 
315 

Bits and Bridle Club 
Grosse Isle 
Meadows 
Rosser 
Rosser Heights 
Light Horse and Pony 

Fowlie, Arthur 
Frain, Ernie and Esther (Hollingum) 
Frain, Evelyn and Melville Bowes 
Frain, Lorenzo and Alice (Busse) 
Frain, Saunders and Elizabeth (McDonald) 
Fraser, O.c. and Mary Isabell 
Friesen, Arnold and Lydia (Dyck) 
Friesen, George and Anne (Becker) 
Friesen, Hedy and Aron Thiessen 
Friesen, Henry 1. and Justina (Warkentin) 
Friesen, Herta and Peter Dick 
Friesen, Irwin and Margaret (Harder) 
Friesen, Larry and Caroline ' 
Friesen, Nick and Anne (Voth) 
Friesen, Peter and Margaret (Braun) 
Friesen, Rudy and Irene (Rem pIe ) 
Fright, Jack and Grace 
Futros Family 

Gagnon, Charles 
Galbraith, James and Annie (Jamieson) 
Galbraith, Marilyn Mae and Robert Stewart 
Galbraith, Robert and Elizabeth (Taylor) 
Galbraith, Robert Durward and Thelma (Greenwood) 
Galbraith, Robert Ross and Beverly Ann (Alpers) 
Galbraith, Samuel James 
Galbraith, William Bruce and Susan (Verity) 
Galbraith, William Ross and Muriel (Kilgour) 
Galbraith, Winnifred and Edgar Laing 
Gamby Family, The 
Garbage Disposal 
Gam Family 
Gefreiter Story 
Gendzelevich, Ron and Carol 
Geological Structure 
Georgison Family, The 
Gennan Catholics 
Gerrie School No. 778 
Giesbrecht, Jake and Minnie (Peters) 
God Bless the Franklin Gull! by Jack Oatway 
Goddard, Roy 

170 
169 
170 
171 
171 
168 
168 
171 
407 
316 

316,351 
317 
267 
425 
128 
318 
516 
318 
318 
318 
319 
319 
320 
321 
207 
502 
151 
516 
321 
225 
228 
227 
226 
225 
227 
228 
516 
322 
322 
322 
322 
322 
323 
323 
324 
323 
324 
324 
324 
492 
284 
324 
324 
325 

516 
325 

328, 469 
326 
327 
328 
327 
328 
327 
328 
329 

82 
516 
330 
331 

18 
331 
125 
98 

331 
148 
516 
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Good Roads Awards 
Gowan, Russell and Sandra (Morrison) 
Gordon Crop Improvement Club 
Gordon Curling Rink 
Graham, Arnold and MarioH 
Graham, Mark and Catherine 
Graham, Norman D. and E. Blanche 
Grain Farming 
Granger Family, Jules 
Grant, Ed and Helen (Hagborg) 
Grant, Fred and Bertha May (Taylor) 
Grant's Lake: 

Bird Refuge and Wildlife Management 
Junior Rifle Club 
Managed Hunting at Grant's Lake 
Wildlife Federation 

Graveyard on 20-12-1 E, The 
Gray, Andrew and Jessamine (Lauder) 
Gray, Karen and William Kaplen 
Green, Alfred and Meta (Wedge) 
Green, Charles Lawrence 
Green, Doreen and Melvin Mulligan 
Green, Harold and Flora (Conquergood) 
Green, John Gomer 
Greenaway, Thomas and Rachel 
Greenfelt, Samuel 
Greenlees, Clarence and Anne (Ander) 
Grenkow, Dmytro (Dan) and Dora 
Grenkow, Horpyna and Wasyl Dowbenko 
Grenkow, Paul and Petronela (Zabrowsky) 
Grenkow, Paul Jr. and Mary (Gador) 
Grenkow, Gordon and Darlene (Wilton) 
Grenkow, Frank and Katherine (Hildebrandt) 
Grenkow, Allan and Dawne (Stewart) 
Grenkow, Daniel and Kathleen (McGuirk) 
Grindey, George and Lavina 
Grindey, Mark and Shirley 
Grindey, Marston and Sharon (MacBride) 
Grisdale, R. 
Grosse Isle: 

Blacksmith Shop 
Dedication of School Cairn 
General Stores 
Recreation Club 
School No. 1975 

Gural, Nick and Gladys (Dowbenko) 
Gusta, Lawrence and Elaine 

Hadaller, Andrew John and Anna Marie (Deilsshneider) 
Hadaller, Leo and Doris (Giasson Seidel) 
Hadaller, Ruth and Angus Patterson 
Haddow, John and Margaret (Barnet) 
Hagborg, Andrew and Johanna (Wall) 
Hagborg, Andy and Henny (Enquist) 
Hagborg, Clarence and Martha (McDonald) 
Hagborg, Elaine and Lawrence Gusta 
Hagborg, "Harry" and "May" (Maskell) 
Hagborg, Helen and Ed Grant 
Hagborg, Joan and Bill Shimmin 
Hagborg, Shirley and Murray McLeod 
Hagborg, Victor and Bessie (McCready) 
Hagborg, Victor and Rita (Percy) 
Hagborg, Violet and Alfred Mykle 
Hagborg, Violet and Lloyd Neher 
Hagborg, Walter and Isla (Dack) 
Halen, Bror and Leontina 
Halen, Vivian and Robert White 
Hallick, David and Kimberley (Cofield) 
Hallick, Gerald and Shirley (Bergey) 
Hallick, Laurel 
Hallick, Lyall and Katherine (Banks) 
Hamilton, Alan and Patricia (Morrison) 
Hamilton, Grant and Bonnie (Beachell) 
Hamilton, Boyd and Olive Vivian (Blair) 
Hannahs, The 
Harper, George M. and Margaret A. 
Harris, Annie Elizabeth and Ernest Dietz 
Harris, Carol Leslie and Donald Nichol 
Harris, Charlie and Betty (Schreyer) 
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88 Harris, Charles Stewart and Emma Jane (Moore) 
Harris·, Donna and Kelvin Baldwin 415 

141 
249 
517 
516 

465,517 
140 
332 
341 

478,479 
5 
6 

242 
241 
242 

57 
320 
320 
332 
332 

332,416 
302, 332 

333 
334 
517 
257 
334 
312 
335 
336 

Harris, Edward Gordon (Ted) and Agnes Johnson 
Harris, George and Barbara (Sheldon) 
Harris, George Stanley and Helen (Bain) 
Harris, Ina Margaret and Cameron McIntyre 
Harris, James Stewart and Helen (Borthistlc) 
Harris, Leslie and Richard Patterson 
Harris, Marilyn and Dave Riddell 
Harris, Norman and Pat 
Harris, Stanley Call and Florence 
Harris, Stuart George and Annie (Lefley) 
Harris, Wilda and Vernon Jones 
Havixbeck, Carl and Diane (Muys) 
Havixbeck, Helen and Wayne Ross 
Havixbeck, Irene and Don Tuckey 
Havixbeck, John and Sharon (Selei) 
Havixbeck, Joseph and IIse 
Havixbeck. Joseph and Nancy (Neal) 
Havixbeck, Louise and William Riege 
Havixbeck, Paul and Charliene (Muys) 
Havixbeck, Peter and Mmjorie (Denesovych) 
Hawkins, Dorothy (see Jim Blair) 
Hawkins, Joyce and Jim Davis 
Hawkins, Orvan and Mary 
Hawkinson, Leonard and Margaret (Braid) 
Hayden, Earl 
Haying (Photo Section) 
Health Care 
Heimer, Frank and Joe 
Helliwell, Harvard and Harriet 

336 Helliwell. Reverend Thomas 
336 Herd Bylaw, The 

337, 468 Herring, Jack 
337 Hewitt, John and Barbara (Wedge) 
337 Heywood, Arthur 
338 Highway 6 and PR 236, Twin Overpass at 
337 Highway Transportation 
517 Hill, John 

189 
55 

194 
233 
105 
313 
342 

338 
339 
338 
339 
339 
343 

340,400 
342 
341 
341 
340 
343 
340 
340 
342 
343 
342 
345 

345, 503 
274 
273 
274 
274 
411 

268,418 
278 
517 
518 
347 
347 
346 

Hilland, Jake 
Hindmarch, Annie and Arthur Peterson 
Hindmareh, William and Marguerite 
Hired Help 
Hitch'n Post, The 
Hoas, Alfred and Evelyn (Komadowski) 
Hoas, Andreas and Maria (Knutas) 
Hoas, Christina and Joe Taylor 
Hoas, Ellen and Air Mykle 
Hoas, Emil and Katie (Bergen) Warkentin 
Hoas, Emma and John Malmas 
Hoas, John and Kris(ina (Malmas) 
Hoas, Maria and Julius Norberg 
Hoas, Martha and Ruben Johnson 
Hoas, Nils and Doris (Dillabough) 
Hoas, Peter and Katarina 
Hobbs, Fred 
Hobbs, Tom and Letish 
Hockey and Skating 
Hockey Heroes, Hometown 
Hoelscher, Adolf 
Hogg, Ian and Lee (Beaehell) 
Hogs 
Holm, Brian and Wendy Irene (Bell) 
Holm, Marilyn and Bruce Hudson 
Holm, Gerry and Valerie Jean (Robinson) 
Holm, Walter and Frances Isabelle Cathers 
Holt 
Holtmann, Erika and Ernie Wehrle 
Holtmann, Felix and Eveline (Pajonk) 
Holtmann, Heinrich and Johanna (Westerlemke) 
Holtmann, Helmut 
Holtmann, Henry and Laura (Robbie) 
Holtmann, Hiltrud and Nonn Hamstad 
Holtmann, Johanna and Arthur Demasson 
Holtmann, John and Mary Jane (Seier) 
Holtmann, Theodor and Christina (Laping) 
Holtmann, Wilfred and Lorraine (Beaudette) 
Home and Farm Sites (Photo Section) 
Honour Rolls 

347 
347 
347 
347 

262, 347 
347 
347 
436 
346 
346 
347 
346 
347 
348 
350 
348 
350 
348 
349 

348,449 
349 
349 

350 
350 
282 
518 
158 
206 
518 
518 
518 

77 
518 
499 
518 
182 
181 
350 
519 
439 
351 
140 
195 
352 
351 
353 
353 

353,495 
389 
352 
425 
352 
354 
352 
519 
519 
246 
248 
519 
268 
160 
355 
355 

355 
519 
356 
357 
355 
356 
356 
356 
356 
356 
356 
356 

43 
58 



Horses I 
Horticulture 
How Rosser Became a Rural Municipality 
Howe, Charles ami Floyd 
Howciko, Brian and Debbie (Blair) 
Hubka, Lawrence and Evelyn 
Hudson, Bruce and Marilyn (Holm) 
Hudson, Donna and Darryl Pederson 
Hudson Family. The Percy 
Hudson, Ron and Helen 
Hughes, Cuthbert Wilfred and Charlotte (Smith) 
Hughes, Ellen and Ernie Bellows 
Hughes, Grace and Walter Klimpke 
Hughes, Hazel and Robert Wingrove 
Hughes, Joan and Lloyd Downie 
Hughes, John and Jessie (White) 
Hughes, Kathleen and Ted Knecht 
Hughes, Margaret and Tom Sutherland 
Hughes, Robert and Helen (Robertson) 
Hughes, Ted and Ethel (Manness) 
Hughes, Violet and Walter Lake 
Hughes Era, The Rosa and William 
Hughes Lake, Billy 
Humpage, Jean and Jack Bais 
Humpagc, Peter and Agnes 
Hunter, Andrew and Elizabeth 
Hunter, Brian and Kelly 
Husak, Ann and Charles Butterfield 
Husak, Bev and Ken Brinkworth 
Husak, John and Teckla (Swicki) 
Husak, Mike and Joyce (Mills) 
Husak, Walter and Joyce (Smith) 
Hutterian Brethren Church 
Hutton, Eliza 
Hutton, George and Elizabeth (Brierciille) 
Hutton, George Harrison and Anna Marie (Isaacson) 
Hutton, John and Jane (Dunfield) 
Hutton, Samuel James and Mathilda (Weaver) 
Hutton, William Thomas 
Hyde, William and Elizabeth Margaret (Green) 
Hyde, William Edward and Barbara (Robbins) 
Hydro Electric Power 

Indian Burial Mound, The 
Indian Legend, An 
Innes 
Insurance by the Ridgeways 
Interlake School Division No. 21 
Israel, Vernon 

Jacklin, Bertram and Dolores (Cochrane) 
Jacklin, Fred and Bernice (Gokiert) 
Jacklin. Jack and Gertrude (Wooe!) 
Jacklin, Thomas and Mary Ann 
Jackson, Ray and Arlene (White) 
James, Clarence and Ethel (Angst) 
James, Edward Renouard and Laura (Lovatt) 
James, Edward Ross and Eleanor Jessie (Burnell) 
James, John Alan and Mable (Hagerman) 
James, Mary Sophia and Walter Jull 
James, Walter John and Margaret (Ross) 
James, William Alan and Olive (Miller) 
Jansen. Cornelis and Florence 
Jewell, Bill and Betty 
Jewish Settlers 
Jochum, Guenter and Crystal (MacNair) 
Johnson, George C. and Sigrid (Malmas) 
Johnson, Grant and Iris (Charko) 
Johnson Family, Henry and Ruth (Ridge) 
Johnson, Roy and Virginia (Patmore) 
Johnson, Ruben and Martha (Hoas) 
Johnson, Verner and Edith (Carlson) 
Johnson, Walter and Margarct 
Johnson, Wayne and Rose-Anne (Genik) 
Johnson, Wendy and Frank Seidel 
Johnson, William and Signe (Malmas) 
Jones, Jack 
Jones, Vernon and Wilda (Harris) 
Jull, Walter and Mary Sophia (James) 

60 
165 K.M. Furniture 
62 

519 
279 
357 

355. 35R 
358. 437 

357 
357 
358 
360 

360. 372 
360 
359 
360 
360 
360 
360 
360 
360 
359 
54 

263. 360 
360 
360 
361 
361 

361.368 
361 
361 
361 
125 

295. 362 
362 
362 
362 
362 
362 
363 
363 
185 

54 
4 

364 
196 
109 
519 

365 
364 
364 
364 
502 
367 
366 
366 
367 
365 
365 
367 
520 
368 
125 
368 
391 
344 

368, 446 
344 
352 
344 
368 
344 

368, 460 
391 
520 
347 
365 

Kaplen, William and Karen (Gray) 
Keith. Ec!win and Doreen (Childerhose) 
Kellett. Robert 
Kelsey School District No. 2318 
Kemp Family. The 
Kcnny, Albert and Effie Jean (SlagerTllan) 
Kenny, George Allan and Bertha (Hartl) 
Kenny. Roland and Eleanor (Slagerman) 
Kensington School No. 787 
Kerr, Bill and Pat (Kenny) 
Kilpatrick. Dan 
Kinsmen Club, Grosse Isle 
Kirk, Andrew and Elizabeth (McTrustry) 
Kirk, Harvey and Edna (Gagnon) 
Kirk, Maureen and H.uTY Weymouth 
Kirk. Tom 
Kitching, Lloyd and Gwen 
Kittson. Margaret Lawrence 
Klassen, Mr. anc! Mrs. J. 
Klassen. Willie 
Klimpke. Fritz and Maria (Schendel) 
Klimpke, Walter and Grace (Hughes) 
Knutas. Maria and Leo Lally 
Koch. Hilla and Arnie Schnell art 
Koch. Tony and Angela 
Koch, Tony Jr. and K<tthy (Kasdorf') 
Koop. Jakob and Margaret (Braun) 
Kroeker, Peter 
Krokosh. Walter and Livina (Dudar) 
Kroll. Caroll and Harvey Dalke 
Kroll, Douglas and Karen (Friesen) 
Kroll. Edward and Olga (Kletke) 
Kroll. Herbert and Ruth (Hastmann) 
Kroll. Ray and Marva (Leis) 
Kroll. Ron and Maureen (Tremeer) 
Krowiak: Settlers in the RM of Rosser since 1928 
Krym, Andrew and Nettie (Boychukl 
Krym, Fred and Geraldine (Roth) 
Krym, Lynden anc! Donna (peacock) 
Krym-Schultz, Valerie 
Krywochyza, Walter 
Krywoehyza. William and Teenie 
Kuhl. Dave and Helen 

Lach Family. The 
Ladies Aid. The 
Laing. Donna and Glen Kingsley 
Laing, Herbert and Elsie (Morrow) 
Laing. John and Jean 
Laing. Patricia and Sheldon Simpson 
Laing. Winnifred (Galbraith) and Edgar 
Lally, Edward 
Lally. Eric and Karen (Knight) 
Lally. Gayle and Ross McLeod. 
Lally, Joyce and Stefan Byron 
Lally, Leo and Maria (Knutas) 
Lally. May and David Blair 
Lamy. L.1. 
Lange. Frederick Alfred and Olga (Gcfreiter) 
Lange. Ray and Alice (Granger) 
Lange. Ted and Martha 
Langille. Katharine and Allan Aitken 
Langille. Rick and Lisa (Dauphinais) 
Langille. Willis and Dale 
Larsens' Story 
Lauder. Andrew Allen "Drew" and Muriel (Bowman) 
Lauder. Andrew Scott and Frances Mary (Ficld) 
Lauder, Jessamine and Andrew Gray 
Lauder. John and Mamie (Meek) 
Lavallee, Lionel and Judy 
Lawrence, Edward Alexander and Mary Janet (Conquergood) 
Lawrence. Evered and Alice (Middlemass) 
Lawrence, Gordon and Clar 
Lawrence Insurance Agency in Rosser 
Lawrence, James and Margaret (Lyle) 
Lawrence, Leslie and Donald Wilson 
Lawrence, Linc!a anc! Robert Pettit 

196 
320. 369 

297 
520 
105 
370 

370. 463 
370 

370. 463 
105 
370 
520 
216 
371 
371 
371 
371 

371. 416 
371 
520 
520 
372 

360. 372 
378 
373 
373 
373 
286 
520 
373 
37.+ 
375 
373 
.,74 
374 
.175 
375 
376 
376 
377 
.,77 
521 
520 
377 

377 
118 
3n 
377 
377 
37R 
328 
379 
379 
379 
379 
378 
276 
521 

330.521 
379 
379 

256. 379 
380 
379 
3RO 
320 
319 
320 
320 
380 
383 
382 

c382 
197 
380 

382. 507 
382 

551 



Lawrence. Lyle 
Lawrence. Lyle and Emily (Oatway) 
Lawrence. Margaret and Bill Kittson 
Lecoq. Darlene and Albert Lamoureux 
Lecoq. Laurent and Bonnie 
Lee. Wilfred and Jean 
Leeson 
Lelley. Alice and Harry Martin 
Lelley. Ann and Art Otto 
Leney. Annie 
Lelley. Bryan and Marianne (Chambers) 
Leney. Chuck and Sandy (Gardner) 
Lelley. Dale and Ronda (Schaeffer) 
Lelley. Eliza and Fred Beachell 
Leney. Glen and Diane (Nicol) 
Leney. Ivy and Jack Warburton 
Leney. Lill and Stan Tenszcn 
Leney. Lynda and David Whitehead 
Leney. Mike and Sharon (Thiessen) 
Leney. Robert and Anne EI izabeth (Watson) 
Lelley. Robert T. and Jean (Fraser) 
Lelley. Torn 
Leney. Torn and Henrietta (Smith) 
Lemon. Bonne and Beryl (Minaker) 
Leo's Sales and Service Ltd. 
Leslie. W.T. 
Letkeman. Gary and Lynn (Bird) 
Lewin. Dick and Floyd 
Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba. Greetings 
Lillebo. Leslie and Lynn 
Lillebo. Lloyd and Joan (Peterson) 
Lilyfield: 
Cairn 
Cemetery 
Hall 
Hockey 
School District No. 22(, 
Lindsay, Charlie McGhie and Betty (McFee) 
Lindsay, James and Annie (Masson) 
Little Mountain: 
Park 
School District No. 52 
School Reunion 
Sports and Community Club 
Lutheran Faithful. The 
Littles. The 
Litton, Jeff and Gwen 
Locht. Edward 
Logo, An Official 
Loewen, Peter and Mary 
Lovberg. Edward and Alice (Murphy) 
Lyndon, Mervyn and Joyce (Bowler) 
MacDonald. John E. and Ruth (Barker) 
MacKendrick. Graeme H. and Theresa A. 
MacWilliam, Walter 
Malmas, Alma 
Malmas. Andrew and Julia 
Malmas, Arthur and Gladys (Kosmick) 
Malmas. Benjamin and Dorothy Ann (Wiebe) 
Malmas. Carol Lynn 
Malmas, Daniel Andrew 
Malmas. Donna Maric and Greg Jones 
Malmas. Elsie and Graham Murray 
Malmas, Esther and Jim Dudman 
iVlalmas, Frederick and Margareta 
Malmas, Jennie and Walter Najduch 
Malmas. John and Emma (Hoas) 
Malmas, Judith Anne and Sidney Derworiz 
Malmas. Kristina and John Hoas 
Malmas. Lcnnca 
Malmas. Linda Christina and Lyle MacMillan 
Malmas. Nels and Janet (Pott) 
Malmas. Peter and Alvina 
Malmas, Signe and William Johnson 
Malmas, Sigrid and George Johnson 
Malmas, Svea and Maurice Cook 
Malone 
Manchulenko, Bill and Marge 
Manchulenko, Donald and Rhonda (Carriere) 

552 

383 
30\ I, 431 

371 
384 
3R3 
384 
385 
38(, 
386 
385 
386 
387 
387 

267, 385 
387 

38(',493 
386 
387 

387,482 
385 
386 
387 
385 
406 
197 
521 
276 
521 

IV 

387 
439 

54 
57 

232 
248 

% 
388 
387 

240 
94 
95 

233 
124 
521 
389 
522 

xii 
522 
421 
282 
265 
522 
522 
392 
389 
390 
390 
392 
390 
390 
392 
391 
389 
390 
389 
390 

352. 389 
391 
390 
390 
392 
391 
391 

393 
394 
395 

Manchulenko. Howard and Donna (Waite) 394 
Manchulenko, Kenneth and Susan (Bremner) 394 
Manchuienko, Robert and Michelle (Grant) 394 
Manitoba Field Corn 142 
Manitoba Hydro 198 
Marks, Jack and Elizabeth (Roche) 453 
Marquette Curling Club 253 
Martens. Alex and Andrea (Bird) 276 
Martens, Henry and Susan 395 
Mason, Diane and Ed Heinrichs 396 
Mason, Henry and EtTie 3% 
Mason, Jean and Ellis Wheaton 396 
Mason, Patricia and Ken Arbuckle 3% 
Mason, Robert 396 
Mason, Willa 396 
Massey, Henry and Hilda 522 
Mathies, Abe and Irma (Braun) 285 
Mattson, Mark and Joan (Balayewich) 264 
Maxwell. Lillian and Norman Moszynski 396 
Maxwell. Mona Taylor 
Maxwell. Robert and Audrey 396 
Maxwell. Russell and Joan 3% 
Maxwell Family. R.H. 396 
McBride, Ken and Pat 397 
McCarthy, Patrick 523 
McClary, Ferne and Jack Witty 397 
McClary, Grace and Albert Giles 397 
McClary, Jack and Vieva (Moss) 397 
McClary. Renee and Del Richardson 397 
McClary, Ross and Cora (Bergey) 397 
McClary, Stanley and Laura (Grandmont) 397 
McClary, Winnifred and Jack Cassell 397 
McClintock. Gerald and Marion (Murphy) 421 
McClure, Donald and Cheryle (Morrison) 414 
McCoy Family, The 398 
McCuish, John and Doris (Carlson) 344 
McDennid, Robert and Norah Frances (Blair) 278 
McDonald, Douglas 523 
McDonald, Duncan and Martha (Mitchell) 399 
McDonald, Edmund Leopold and Margaret (Earl) 399 
McDonald, Edna and Glen Minaker 400 
McDonald, Martha and Clarence Hagborg 400 
McDonald. Minnie and Russell Minorgan 404,408 
McDonald, Una and Jack McNabb 400 
McDougall. Barbara and William Duda 294 
McDougall. Hugh and Lynne (Myers) 294 
McDougall. Marjorie and Ed DanyJchuk 294 
McDougall. Wallace and Atice (Chapman) 294 
McFee. Duncan and Mary Jane (Tully) 400 
McFee, Earl and Lillian (Blaikie) 401 
McFee, Elizabeth "B:etty " and Charles Lindsay 388,401 
McFee, George and Maud (Minorgan) 404, 408 
McFee. Margaret and Gerald Minaker 400 
McGimpsey, Ken and Laura (Bird) 276 
McGuirk, Kathlecn 401 
McGuirk. Terence and Yvette (Toupin) 401 
Mclntyre, Cameron and Ina Margaret (Harris) 347 
McKelvey, Judy and Lauric Beachell 269 
McKenzie 523 
McKerchar Family 523 
McLaren 523 
McLean. Lyle and Dorothy (Robison) 452 
McLeod. Murray and Shirley (Hagborg) 343 
McMahon, James 401 
McMillan 523 
McNab - MacDonald - Law 523 
McNabb, Jack and Una (McDonald) 400 
McNeill, W.P. and Evelyn Mac Isobel (Dowler) 313 
McPherson, Walter 523 
McQuarrie. Bill 259 
Meadows: 
Busincss Community 187 

Church and Sunday School 124 
Community Club 235 
Consumers Co-operative Limited 187 
Credit Union Society Limited 188 
School District No. 136 599 
Trading Co Limited 188 

Meads, Brian and Sharon 401 



Meinschein, Henry and Mary (Rutherford) 
Meldrum, James and Marjorie 
Melvin, Jim 
Member of Legislative Assembly, Lakeside, Greetings 
Member of Parliament, Portage-Interlake, Greetings 
Mennonites 
Meridian Sales and Service 
Milk Shed, The 
Miller, Archie and Mary (Reimer) 
Miller and Family, George 
Miller, John and Elizabeth (Riach) 
Miller, Lee and Harvey Garfinkel 
Miller, Linda and Lyle Pauls 
Miller, Robert and Shelagh (Crone) 
Miller, Walter and Edna (Cross) 
Miller, William and Olga (Wozniak) 
Mills, Tom 
Minaker, Allan and Jacqueline (Tencha) 
Minaker, Beryl and Bonne Lemon 
Minaker, Charles and Mabel (Murphy) 
Minaker, Dave and Lorraine (Kotelko) 
Minaker, David Albert and Mary Isabel (Galbraith) 
Minaker, Earl and Edith (Slagerrnan) 
Minaker, Etta Augusta and David Minorgan 
Minaker, Frank and Patricia (Denovan) 
Minaker, Frank Redner and Hannah Elizabeth (Webb) 
Minaker, Gary 
Minaker, George 
Minaker, George Bidwell 
Minaker, Gerald and Margaret (McFee) 
Minaker, Gerald Earl and Cynthia (Bazarkewich) 
Minaker, Gil and Andrea (Hucal) 
Minaker, Glen and Edna (McDonald) 
Minaker, Howard and Katherine (Flood) 
Minaker, Janice and David Howarth 
Minaker, Lucille and Wilburn Mulligan 
Minaker, Ralph and Marguerite (Quickfall) 
Minaker, Ralph Etheridge 
Minaker, Robert and Diane (Hucul) 
Minaker, Sanford and Nellie (Young) 
Minaker, Sanford and Sarah Emily (Redner) 
Minaker, Valerie Margaret 
Minaker, Walter and Jean (Tennant) 
Ministers: 

Lilyfield Church 
Rosser Methodist and United Church 

Minorgan Family History 
Minorgan, Florence and Fred Corbett 
Minorgan, Maud and George McFee 
Minorgan, Russell and Minnie (McDonald) 
Mitchell, Valentine 
Mobile Grain Hopper 
Molden, David and Adeline 
Monchalin, Rene and Muriel 
Moody, Reg and Pam 
Moore, Doug and Anne (Bais) 
Moore, James and Eileen 
Morin, Bert and Bette 
Morrison, Arthur R. and Edith (Buckley) 
Morrison, Charles 
Morrison, Charles H. and Jessie (Barker) 
Morrison, Chery Ie and Donald McClure 
Morrison, Debra Mae 
Morrison, Dorothy and Dave Mitchell 
Morrison, Edith and John Robison 
Morrison, J.W. 
Morrison, James J. and Annie (McBimey) 
Morrison, John 
Morrison, John (Jack) 
Morrison, Kathleen and Ross Robison 
Morrison, Kent and Helen (Buckle) 
Morrison, Linda and Andre Van De Walle 
Morrison, Patricia and Alan Hamilton 
Morrison, Sandra and Russell Gowan 
Morrison, William Harold and Mabel Annie (Williams) 
Mossop, John and Annie 
Most Destructive Fire 
Mules to Mechanization, From (Photo Section) 
MUlligan, Arthur and Eliza (Judd) 

456 
402 
402 

vii 
vi 

124 
198 
155 
403 
404 
403 
403 
403 
403 
402 
403 
404 
406 
406 
405 
405 
405 

406,463 
404 
407 

404,406 
405 
407 
404 

401,407 
408 
405 
400 
406 
406 
405 
405 
404 
407 
404 
404 
407 
479 

121 
116 
408 

404, 408 
404, 408 
404,408 

408 
140 
264 
409 
409 
263 

361, 409 
409 

410,413 
410 
266 
414 
409 
410 
410 
524 
413 
524 
413 
452 
410 
412 
411 
415 
410 
524 
209 
130 
415 

MUlligan, Clarence and Clara (Lovberg) 
Mulligan, Dennis and Olga (Magas) 
Mulligan, Elizabeth and Cam Munro 
Mulligan, Floyd and Anne (McIntosh) 
Mulligan. Frederick Albert and Jean (Staryk) 
Mulligan, Gwen and Lloyd Kitching 
Mulligan, Helen and Charles John Sava 
MUlligan, Kenneth and Dorothy (Stoutenberg) 
Mulligan, Kenneth and Sharon (Baldwin) 
Mulligan, Leonard and Sharon (Temoshawski) 
Mulligan, Pearl and Lester Bergey 
Mulligan, Marvin and Audrey 
MUlligan, Melvin and Doreen (Green) 
Mulligan, Patricia and Albert William Blair 
MUlligan. Violet and Orton Bergey 
Mulligan, Wilburn and Lucille (Minaker) 
Munn, Edward and Eileen 
Munro, Allan and Lisa (Phillips) 
Munro, Arnold and Irene (Foulds) 
Munro, Cameron and Elizabeth (Mulligan) 
Munro, Fairley James and Minerva (Witmer) 
Munro, Jack and Bernice (Anderson) 
Munro, Ken 
Munro, Marjorie and Ray Hamilton 
Munro, Vivian and Paul Schneider 
Murison, William and Mary 
Murphy, Alice and Edward Lovberg 
Murphy, Dr. G. Glenn and Dorothy (Chambers) 
Murphy, George and Marjorie (Piercy) 
Murphy, Harry and Addie (Filax) 
Murphy, Helen and Harry Sims 
Murphy, Linda and Charlie de Laroque 
Murphy, Mabel and Charles Minaker 
Murphy, Marion and Gerald McClintock 
Murphy, William H. and Ellen (Robison) 
Murphy, William K. and Kathryn (McDonnell) 
Murray, Graham and Elsie (Malmas) 
Murray, Ken 
Music 
Music at Grosse Isle School, Memories of, by Marie Cosens 
My Centennial Book by Joan Balayewich Mattson 
Mykle. Alfred and Ellen (Hoas) 
Mykle, Alfred and Violet (Hagborg) 

Najduch, Walter and Jenny (Malmas) 
Native Plants and Flowers 
Nelson, Eric and Ida 
Neufeld, John and Ann 
Newspapers: 

Rosser Ripples Column 
Community News ' 
Monthly Publications 

Nichol, Bertha and Victor Norberg 
Nichol, Cleve and Gwladys 
Nichol, Corey 
Nichol, Dan and Carol 
Nichol, David and Rhonda (Sobkowich) 
Nichol, Donald and Carol Leslie (Harris) 
Nichol, George and Audrey (Comrie) 
Nichol, Greg and Lynn (Erickson) 
Nichols, Mickey and Audrey 
Nichols, Tony and Jeanie (Corbett) 
Nimmons, William 
Nixon, Herbert and Martha (Freestone) 
Nixon, Jean and Ivan Miller 
Nixon, John and Evlyn (Richards) 
Nixon, Margaret and George Robertson 
Nixon, Melville 
Nixon, Muriel and Vic Spicer 
Nixon, Thomas and Margaret (Park) 
Nixon, William and Annie 
Nixon, William Russell 
Noble, Lori 
Nolting, Heinz and Gisela 
Norberg, Alvina and Peter Malmas 
Norberg, Andrew and Elfreda (Annas) 
Norberg, Anna and Len Barr 
Norberg, Arvid and Elsie (Nelson) 
Norberg, Bryce 

417 
416,417 
417.418 

416 
415 
416 
416 
416 
417 
417 

274,415 
415,417 
332,416 
278,416 
273, 415 
405,415 

525 
419 
418 

416,418 
418 

258,418 
419 
418 
419 
419 
421 
293 
420 
420 

421,462 
420 
405 
421 
420 
420 
392 
525 
238 
239 
534 
353 
342 

390 
4 

421 
525 

184 
185 
185 
430 
262 
422 
421 
422 
347 
301 
422 
422 
303 
525 
422 
423 
423 
423 
423 
423 
423 
422 
423 
287 
423 
392 
429 
428 
429 
426 

553 



Norberg, Darin 
Norberg, Douglas and Tammy (Haldane-Wilsone) 
Norberg, Edwin and Audrey Joy (Jensen) 
Norberg, Emil and Cheryl (Andrews) 
Norberg, Emma and Robert Fanner 
Norberg, Eric and Dorothy (Clark) 
Norberg, Freda and Stanley Woods 
Norberg, George and Olive (Swainson) 
Norberg, Gerhard and Yolanda (Janzen) 
Norberg, Gunnar and Delphic (Olson) 
Norberg, Ingrid and Jim Clements 
Norberg, John and Maria 
Norberg, Julius and Maria (Hoas) 
Norberg, Ken and Dolores (Funk) 
Norberg, Leonard and Elaine (West) 
Norberg, Matilda and Christopher Sulz 
Norberg, Regina and Samuel Taylor 
Norberg, Ron and Kay (West) 
Norberg, Rose 
Norberg, Ruth and Lawrence Nordstrom 
Norberg, Svea and Mike Doyle 
Norberg, Theodore and Meta (Kuhn) 
Norberg, Victor and Bertha (Nichol) 
Norberg, Violet and Ralph Shields 
Nordstrom, Lawrence and Ruth (Norberg) 
Nuisance GroundlLandfili 

Oades. Ernest and Diane 
Oades, Jean and Ben Malcolm 
Oades, Ross and Muriel 
Oades, Wilfred and Pearl 
Oatway, Alfred and May (McAdam) 
Oatway, Alfred John and Jean (Craig) 
Oatway, Arthur and Ruth (Barker) 
Oatway, Emily and Lyle Lawrence 
Oatway, Karen and Brian Kolosky 
Oatway, Kenton John and Tamsen Judith (Matheson) 
Oatway, Margaret anc! James Chambers 
Oatway, Margaret and Ronald McQuay 
Oatway, Martin and Barbara (Norberg) 
Oatway, Sophie Ann 
Oatway, Wallace and Doreen (Simmons) 
Oatway, Wayne Alfred and Ruth (Mueller) 
Odds and Sods (Photo Section) 
Ode to Marquette Ball Tcam 
O'Hara 
Oil: 

Grosse Isle Oil Business 
Oil Exploration in the Lilyficld District 

Olfert. Dave and Margaret 
Olson, Carol Lynn (Malmas) 
On Municipal Administration by D.L. Campbell 
Ostafiehuk. Paul 
Our Seven Years of Fanning by R.H. Wilson 
Overpass, New Twin 

Painters and Potters 
Palmer Family 
Park Royal Beach 
Parker 
Parker, Dr. William and Dr. Shirley 
Pastrick, Bill and Shelley 
Paterson and Sons Limited. N.M. 
Pattenaude, Joseph 
Patterson, Alice and James Corbett 
Patterson, Bert and Eloise (Fowley) 
Patterson. Ethel and Robert Murison 
Patterson, Harry and Phillis (Henderson) 
Patterson. Joseph and Anna (Olsen) 
Patterson, Lily and Harold Sherritt 
Patterson, Reg and Marlene (Puddifant) 
Patterson. Richard and Leslie (Harris) 
Patterson, Rodger and Stacy (Saville) 
Patterson, Ruth and Andrew Webster 
Patterson. T. Ross and Fran (Salamandyk) 
Patterson. Thomas and Jean (Conquergood) 
Pchajek Family, The 
Peckinpaugh, Cameron and Judith (Bergey) 
Pederson. Darryl and Donna (Hudson) 

554 

429 Peloquin, Emile and Alic 
427 Penner. James and Gloria 
427 Penner, Jennifer and Tim Holbrow 
429 Perimeter Ostrich Ranch 
425 Peterbilt 
424 Peterson, Allan and Jenny (Sidlowich) 
424 Peterson, Arthur and Annie (Hindmarch) 
428 Peterson. Audrey and Harvey Buchanan 
429 Peterson, Eric and Nornla 
426 Peterson, Evelyn and Harry Siagennan 
429 Peterson, Florence and Edgar Olson 
428 Peterson, Iris and Les Wedge 
424 Peterson, Jean and James Patterson 
426 Peterson. Joan and Lloyd Lillebo 
427 Peterson. Josephine and Bill Frain 
429 Peterson, Per Gustave and Josephina Marie (Benson) 
425 Peterson. Sten and Kathleen (Maskell) 
427 Petlock, Walter and Gladys 
429 Petriw Family, The 
428 Phipps. Frances (Toey) and Howard Sturtevant 
428 Phipps, George and Ellen 
429 Phipps, Jean Read 
430 Phipps, John Wise and Betsy Harcus (Randall) 
428 Phipps, Matthew Wise and Lillian (Riley) 
428 Phipps, Myron and Margaret Rose (Costello) 

82 Phipps School District No. 2004 
Photo sections: 

431 From Mules to Mechanization 
431 Haying 
43 I Odds and Sods 
431 Pickell Family 
432 
432 

266,431 
387.431 

433 
433 

293,431 
432 
433 
431 
432 
433 
166 
245 
525 

189 
189 
433 
392 

Place Names 
Plishka, Walter and Beatrice (Wedge) 
Poker Derby: Fund Raising Fun 
Pont Family. The 
Poole. Murray and Peggy 
Pople, Thomas 
Porteous. Morley and Donna (Clarke) 
Post Offices: 

Gordon 
Grossc Isle 
Lillyficld 
Marquette 
Meadows 
Mount Royal 
Rosser 

Postal Service in Canada. A Brief Overview 
Poultry 

A Look at the Poultry Industry by Jack Munro 
Chickens by Edna Miller 
Raising Turkeys by Bill Attrec 
Ostrich Fanning 

Prairie Star School No. 1210 
72 

434 
147 Premier of Manitoba. Greetings 
182 Presbyterian Church, Rosser 

Pressman Faml. The 
240 Price. Mr. and Mrs. E.E. 
434 Proclamation Defining Sabbath Boundary. A 
240 Public Works. RM of Rosser 
525 
525 Quarries: 
434 The Quarry Village 1898-1905 
198 Williams Quarry Company Limited 
526 
435 R&B Truck Storage 
435 Railways: 
435 Canadian National Railroad Sidings 
435 Canadian National and Grosse Isle 
435 Canadian Pacific Railway 
435 Rank, Gerald and Frances (Pctennan) 
436 Rank, Harry J. and Dorothy 
436 Rank, Keitha and Andrew Smaha 
436 Rank, Maryln and Mervin Boudah 
435 Ranson Family 
436 Ranson, George and Bertha (Smith) 

302,435 Red Cross Society, The 
436 Reeve and Council, Greetings 
275 Reeves, 1893 to 1993 

358,437 Recycling 

437 
437 
438 
152 
200 
439 
439 
439 
438 

439. 463 
439 

439,496 
439 
439 
439 
438 
439 
440 
440 
441 
440 
468 
441 

441, 451 
441 
104 

130 
158 
166 
526 

50 
441,498 

254 
442 
526 
443 
298 

211 
212 
212 
212 
213 
214 
214 
210 

150 
150 
152 
152 
98 
V 

114 
443 
526 

77 
85 

190 
191 

200 

180 
181 
179 
443 
443 
443 
443 
526 
465 
216 

ix 
65 
83 



Reimer, Elizabeth and Peter Doell 
Reimer, Erna 
Reimer, Helen 
Reimer, Johanna and Peter Bergen 
Reimer Family, The John 
Reimer, Paul 
Remembering the Little One Room Schools 
Riddell, Dave and Marilyn (Harris) 
Ridge, Gary and Annette 
Ridge, Hiram and Mary Jane (Douglas) 
Ridge, Hiram Elmore and Madeline (Copeland) 
Ridge, June and Charles M. Stewart 
Ridge, Larry and Catherine (Fowler) 
Ridge, Laurence and Isabelle (Atkinson) 
Ridge, Mel ford and Anne (Hickey) 
Ridge, Ruth and Henry Johnson 
Ridgeway, Arthur and Myrtle (Frankland) 
Ridgeway, John and Evalina (Madill) 
Ridgeway, John and Frances (Campbell) 
Ridgeway, John and Hannah 
Ridgeway, May 
Ridgeway, Tracy and Richard Proctor 
Ridgeway, Weston and Bettie (MacKenzie) 
Ridgeway, Weston Shane and Donna (Simonson) 
Ridgeway, William and Alice (Beachell) 
Ridgeway, William and NOl1na (Laing) 
Riege, Gustave and Ida 
Riege, Gustave and Marian (Fuller) 
Riege, Henry and Kathy (Ormshaw) 
Riege, Linda and Roy Taylor 
Riege, Marian and Ron Stefaniuk 
Riege, Ruben and Henrietta (Bais) 
Riege, William and Louise (Havixbeck) 
Riggall Family, The 
Riley, Ellen Emmaline and Wesley Ferguson 
Riley, Mary Lillian Vida and Mathew Wise Phipps 
Riley Family, The 
Rippington, J.W. 
Roberts Family 
Robertson, Alexander and Lillian (Barker) 
Robertson, John Clark 
Robinson, Lisle 
Robison, Deborah and Henry Hueging 
Robison, Dorothy and Lyle McLean 
Robison, John and Edith (Morrison) 
Robison, Ross and Kathleen (Morrison) 
Robison, William and Myrtle (Knutson) 
Roche, Brian and Jeannette (EIchuk) 
Roche, Bruce 
Rochc, Charles Henry and Laura Mabel (Comrie) 
Roche, Diane and Ben Blue 
Roche, Elizabeth and Jack Marks 
Roche, Laura 
Roche, Roy and Gladys (Davis) 
Roche, Wayne and Lynn (Fryza) 
Rockwood-Rosser Weed District 
Rootsaert, Adrien and Geraldina (Mulvihill) 
Rootsaert, Bertrand and Marcella (Hamerlinck) 
Rootsaert, Bob and Colleen (Ratcliffe) 
Rootsaert, Eddie and Jean (Slater) 
Rootsaert, JoAnne and Barrie Carman 
Rootsaert, Lorraine and michel Bremauit 
Rootsaert, Triphon and Eliza (Vercruysse) 
Rose, H.B. 
Ross, Wayne and Helen (Havixbeck) 
Rosser in the Mill of Time 
Rosser: 

Central Community Club 
Consumer's Co-operative Ltd. 
Elementary School 
General Store 
Municipal Cemetery 
No. 2356, Municipal School District of 
Village School 

Rosser, General Thomas Lafayette 
Rossnagel, Randy 
Rothwell, Jim and Irene (Carlson) 
Rothwell, Neil and Esther (Mueller) 
Routley, Ken 

444 Rudy, Bill 
444 Rural Municipality (RM) of Rosser 
444 Rural Crime Watch 
444 Rutherford, Alexander and Norinc 
443 Rutherford, Bill and Tillie 
444 Rutherford Fanns 

94 Rutherford, Jack and Lois (Revel) 
346 Rutherford, Jo-Ann and Rick Henderson 
445 Rutherford, Larry and Lena (Clemenzi) 
444 Rutherford, Lome and Bessie 
446 Rutherford, Marjorie and AI Stevens 

446, 469 Rutherford, Mary and Henry Meinsehein 
445 Rutherford, Murray and Carolyn (Ewaniuk) 
445 Rutherford, Norman and Ethel (Ferguson) 
445 Rutherford, Peg and Glen Taylor 

368,446 Rutherford, Randy and Nancy (Friesen) 
447 Rutherford, Rick and Janice (WharI) 
446 Rutherford, Robert and Mona (Matheson) 
448 Rutherford, Wendy and David Fielder 
447 Ryan Family, The 
447 
448 St. Michael's Anglican Church: 
447 Cairn at 

342, 447 
267,448 

448 
448 
449 

Cemetery 
Sayer, Miehacl and Pamcla 
Scaife Family 
Scott, Lynden and Linda (Wedge) 
Schalla, Edward and Esther 

449 Schwab, Ed and Martha 
449 
449 

263,449 
348, 449 

450 
451 

441, 451 
451 
526 
527 

265,45 I 
527 
527 
452 
452 
452 
452 
451 
453 
453 
452 

280, 453 
453 
453 

307,453 
453 

78 
455 
454 

Seerctary-Treasurers, 1893- I 993 
Seed Production 
Seidel. Debbie and Robert Braid 
Seidel, Frank and Wendy (Johnson) 
Scmenek, Alexander and Mary 
Semeniuk. Edward and Bernice (Bowler) 
Seven Years of Farming. Our 
Sheep 
Shelaga, Wilma (Wcdge) 
Shiclds, Ralph and Violet (Norberg) 
Shimmin, Bill and Joan (Hagborg) 
Sifcrt, Fred and Jean 
Sime, Reg 
Simmie, George and Jennie 
Simonson, Carl and Edith (Hagborg) 
Simonson, Curtis and Janine 
Simonson, Donald and Carol 
Simonson. Donna and Weston Ridgeway 
Simonson. Dorothy and Ken Belbin 
Simonson and Family. Gary 
Simonson. Ingrid and Terry 50kolosky 
Simonson. Norma and Rick Goodman 
Simonson, Ted and Joy 
Simpson, Mr. and Mrs. Thos. 
Simpson, Tom and Lizzie 
Sims, Harry and Helen (Murphy) 
Simpson. Madame Mary 
Sinclair, Tom 
Six Pines Stables 

455 Slagel111an, Dalc and Paulette (Lamontagne) 
455 Slagcllllan, David and Edith (Shipley) 
455 Slagerman, Edith and Earl Minaker 

Slagel111an, Effic and Albert Kenny 
453 Slagerman, Eleanor and Roland Kenny 
527 Slageflllan, Gordon 
350 Slagel111an, Harry and Evelyn (Peterson) 

2 Slagenllan. Larry and Donna (Richards) 
Slagemlan, Murray and Emma (Shields) 

249 Slagerman, Ray and Gladys (McKean) 
200 Slocombe, Fred and Margaret (Clarke) 
107 Smallpox Hospital 
200 Smith, George Michacl 
57 Smith, Harry 

108 Smith. John 
107 Smith, Neil and Jean (Braid) 
5 I Smith, Patty (Thiesscn) 

528 Smith, W.F. 
345 Smith Family, William Homer 
345 Sokolowski, Alexander and Taciana (Kozink) 
528 Sokolowski, John and Isabcl (Scmeniuk) 

52~ 

62 
210 
455 
458 
201 
456 
456 
456 
457 
457 
456 
458 
458 
458 
456 
456 
457 

320. 456 
458 

112 
56 
57 

528 
459 
497 
459 
522 

71 
141 

283. 339 
339.368,460 

314.460 
282 
147 
164 

460. 498 
428 
340 
460 
528 
461 
341 
462 
462 

342. 447 
461 
461 
462 
461 
461 
528 
529 

421, 462 
462 
529 
202 
464 
463 

406.463 
370.463 
370,463 

464 
439,463 

464 
464 
463 
298 
206 
529 
529 
529 
282 
482 
529 
465 
466 
466 

555 



Sokolowski, Steve and Iris (Jeffrey) 
Sokolowski, Walter and Vicki (Olynyk) 
Sokolowski, William and Jean (Lyzun) 
Sorflaten Family 
South Interlake Planning District 
South Interlake Regional Library Board 
Sports 
Sprafka, John 
Spurr, Glenn and Barbara (Rivers) 
Spurr, Maureen and Larry (Sellen) 
Spurr Family, The 
Stefaniuk, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew 
Steeves, Emerson and Annie (Beachell) 
Steeves, Ernest Ira and Crystelle 
Steeves, Frances Ann 
Steeves, Frances Elizabeth 
Steeves, George and Lynn 
Steeves, Henry Edward and Stella (Gingrich) 
Steeves, Henry Hazen 
Stenberg, Ernie and Mary 
Steininger, Wilf and Marge 
Stevens, Al and Marjorie (Rutherford) 
Stewart, Alexander and Mary (Code) 
Stewart, Alexander Beedy and Marion (Campbell) 
Stewart, Bill 
Stewart, Charles and Irene (McKay) 
Stewart, Charles Bruce 
Stewart, Charles Clifford 
Stewart, Charles Matthew and June (Ridge) 
Stewart, Dawne and Allan Grenkow 
Stewart, Donald and Heather (Corbett) 
Stewart, Donald S. and Evelyn (Lamont) 
Stewart, Donalda and John Quinsey 
Stewart, Heather June and Gerry Martin 
Stewart, Jack 
Stewart. John Edward and Jessie (Comrie) 
Stewart, Kelvin John 
Stewart, Lorraine 
Stewart, Pamela Jean 
Stewart, Robert Alexander and Jean Read (Phipps) 
Stewart, Robert Douglas and Marilyn Mae (Galbraith) 
Stewart, Robert John and Margaret (Price) 
Stewart, Shelley Ann and Leonard McKnight 
Stewart, Shirley 
Stewart, Walter and Ethel (Morrison) 
Stewart, William and Margaret (Beedy) 
Stoney Mountain Feeders 
Stonewall and District Health Care Centre 
Storey, Joe and Elsie 
Stratton, Alfred 
Stratton, Dr. Durward P. 
Stratton, John and Ruby 
Strugar Family 
Studler, Peri and Jennifer 
Sturtev,lOt, Howard and Frances (Phipps) 
Styles, William George and Emily Jane 
Sulz, Christopher and Matilda (Norberg) 
Sunday School: 

Lilyfield 
Meadows 
Rosser 

Suttorp, Bernard 
Swan, Fred and Agnes 
Swedish Trek to Freedom, A 
Sweet. Charles 
Sweetland, Leslie 
Swinton, Janice and Bert Boonstra 
Swinton, John and Muriel 
Swirsky Family 
Syndicate Farms 1911-1923, The 
Szumlanski Family 

Tabin, Clayton and Cindy 
Takaki Family, The 
Taplin, Ray 
Tarapasky, Ed and Marvel (Bergey) 
Tarnoveski, George 
Tataryn, Michael and Minnie 
Tataryn, Susan Arlene and Ronald Bartmanovich 

556 

466 
466 
466 
529 

81 
78 

243 
529 
466 
466 
466 
529 
467 
467 
467 
467 
467 
467 
467 
263 
530 
457 
467 
469 
472 
472 
469 
472 

446,469 
337, 468 

472 
471 
471 
469 
420 
468 
468 
472 
468 
468 

328, 469 
468 
468 
472 
470 
469 
201 

80 
473 
530 
530 
473 
530 
473 
441 
473 
429 

122 
124 
116 
530 
530 

49 
530 
530 
474 
474 
474 
145 
474 

278,475 
475 
476 
274 
531 
476 
476 

Tax Rolls: 
Township II, Range I West 
Township II, Range I East 
Township II, Range 2 East 
Township 12, Range I West 
Township 12, Range 2 West 
Township 12, Range I East 
Township 12, Range 2 East 

Taylor, Afred John 
Taylor, Alice Christena 
Taylor, Annie Jeanette and H.L. Erhardt 
Tay lor, Bertha May and Frederick Charles Grant 
Taylor, Dennis and Yvette 
Taylor, Edward Harvey and Edna 
Taylor. Emie and Elsie 
Taylor, Frederick and Winnifred 
Taylor, Herbert and Madeline (Bell) 
Taylor, James Herbert 
Taylor, James Napoleon and Johanna 
Taylor, John Edward 
Taylor, John 1. and Mary 
Taylor, Joseph and Christina (Hoas) 
Taylor, Reta Christina and E. Christi law 
Taylor, Sam and Regina (Norberg) 
Taylor, Victoria and A. Darlington 
Taylor, William General and Muriel (Patterson) 
Telephone Service, Rural 
Tennant, Jean and Walter Minaker 
Tennant Family, The 
Tennenhouse Family History 
Thiessen, Larry and Esther (Haga) 
Thiessen, Lois and Richard Pettit 
Thiessen, Patty 
Thiessen, Sharon and Mike Lefley 
Thiessen Family, The Aron E. 
Thun, Jacob and Mary (Braun) 
Tiessen, Ernie and Agatha (Braun) 
Time by Norma Peterson 
Toews, Cornelius 
Toutant, Charles and Clarita 
Train Wreck, A 
Transportation 
Tremeer, Mr. and Mrs. 
Tuckey, Don and Irene (Havixbeck) 
Tucko, Bill and Ruth (Attree) 
Tully, Robert and Frances (Beachell) 
Tully, W.F. 
Turbett, Charles Hugh and Audrey (Wright) 
Turbett, George Royston and Ellen (Morris) 
Turbett, Glen and Susan (Eckhardt) 
Turbett, Kathleen and John Tataryn 
Turbett, Ken and Brenda Neabel 
Turbett, Richard George 
Turbett, Scott 
Turbett Family, The Royston e.G. 
Turcotte, Mr. and Mrs. Wilf 
Turnbull, Annstrong and Annie 
Turnbull, Clayton and Mildred 
Turnbull, Doris and Alan Beachell 
Turnbull, Florence and Nate Hall 
Turnbull, Lloyd and Jean (Pow) 
Turner, Todd and Lynne 

Ugrin, Al and Edith 
Ulster School District No. 1756 
Unger. Roy and Gail 
United Church: 

Grosse Isle 
Lilyfield: 
Rosser: 

The Midweek Groups 
The Sunday School Institute 
Vacation School 

United Church Women: 
Lilyfield 
Rosser 

Van De Walle, Andre and Linda (Morrison) 
Van Haute, Henri e. 

19 
27 
35 
21 
25 
30 
38 

477 
477 
478 

478,479 
477 
477 
477 
477 
477 
478 
477 
478 
478 
353 
478 
425 
478 
477 
185 
479 
479 
480 
482 
482 
482 

387, 482 
482 
286 
286 
533 
531 
482 
180 
173 
531 
348 
262 
271 
531 
485 
484 
485 
485 
485 
531 
485 
482 
531 
486 
258 

268, 487 
487 
487 
487 

488 
102 
488 

123 
120 
114 
117 
117 
117 

122 
117 

412 
531 



Van Steelant, Charles 
Vermette, Edward and Esther (Anderson) 
Voth, Abraham and Mary (Warkentin) 
Voth, Albert and Lori (Johnson) 
Voth, Alice and Jack Toews 
Voth, Anne and Ken Douma 
Voth, Anne and Nick Friesen 
Voth, Arnold and Ruth (Weins) 
Voth, Arthur and (Kuan) Sing Ma 
Voth, Barb and Ron Penner 
Voth, Erika and Darrell Bracken 
Voth, Frank and Kathie (Fast) 
Voth, George 
Voth, Gerhard and Elizabeth (Warkentin) 
Voth, Gerry 
Voth, Harold 
Voth, Henry and Lydia (Thiessen) 
Voth, Irene and Peter Krahn 
Voth, Jacob and Maria 
Voth, Rev. Jacob and Mary (Unger) 
Voth, Jake and Judy (Hamm) 
Voth, John and Luise (Friesen) 
Voth, John and Penny (Long) 
Voth, John and Rita (Bergen) 
Voth, Kurt and Ruth (Rempel) 
Voth, Margaret and Arthur Kathler 
Voth, Mary 
Voth, Otto 
Voth, Peggy and Jack Goosen 
Voth, Peter and Margaret (Becker) 
Voth, Peter and Victoria (Schmidt) 
Voth, Tina and Erwin Letkeman 

Walker, Alf and Cora (Tully) 
Walker, Frank and Edith (McQuire) 
Walker, Samuel John and Clara 
Wallace, J.M. 
Warburton Family in the RM of Rosser, The 
Ward, William and Elizabeth May (Blair) 
Ward, Terry and Bruce Beaton 
Warkentin, Bob and Agatha (Neufeld) 
Warkentin, Henry and Maria 
Warkentin, Otto and Katie (Bergen) 
Warkentin, Peter and Linda 
Warkentin, Richard and Debbie (Reschke) 
Warkentin, Roberta and Ernie Epp 
Water and Drainage 
Water Tank at Rosser, The CP Rail 
Watson, George and Gertrude 
Watt, Grace (Sec Ewing) 
We Remember 
Weather: 
Diary: 1893-1992 
Folk Sayings 
Freaks of 
UV Watch 
Wedge, Albert MacCulium and Jessie (McLeod) 
Wedge, Barbara and John Hewitt 
Wedge, Beatrice and Walter Plishka 
Wedge, Darlene 
Wedge, Evelyn and Allan Conlon 
Wedge, Evelyn May and Ted Vickers 
Wedge, Harvey and Lily (Thomas) 
Wedge, Herb and Florence (Bums) 
Wedge, Irene and Paul Johnson 
Wedge, John and Mary Jane (Ferguson) 
Wedge, Ken and Ellen (Sauerbrei) 
Wedge, Kelly and Cameron Baldwin 
Wedge, Kerri Joyce 
Wedge, Leslie and Iris (Peterson) 
Wedge, Les Jr. 
Wedge, Linda and Lynden Scott 
Wedge, Margaret and Wayne McCord 
Wedge, Meta 
Wedge, Pat 
Wedge, Roderick Thomas 
Wedge, Sarah Ellen 
Wedge, Shawn 
Wedge, Terry and Carren (Richardson) 

532 
258 
490 
489 
491 
488 
492 
490 
489 
492 
491 
490 
490 
490 
491 
489 
491 
489 
488 
488 
489 
491 
491 
490 
491 
490 
490 
488 
492 
489 
490 
489 

492 
492 
492 
532 
493 
277 

271,277 
494 
495 
495 
495 
494 
494 

16 
172 
532 

219 

11 
15 
12 
15 

499 
499 

441,498 
497 
499 
496 
497 

292,499 
498 
495 
498 
498 
498 

439,496 
496 
497 
499 
495 
498 
500 
497 
498 
497 

Wedge, Thomas and Annie (McCallum) 
Wedge, Wilma (also Shelaga) 
Wentworth School District No. 180 I 
West Rosser School No. 1246 
Westfield No. 750 
Wetherelt, John 
White Spruce - Manitoba's Arboreal Symbol 
White, Arlcne and Ray Jackson 
White, Dain 
White, Darla 
White, Derek 
White, Robert and Vivian (Halen) 
White, Lenore and Richard Anderson 
White, Lyla and Jack Florence 
White, Melville and Eva (Barker) 
White, Verna and Norris Anderson 
White, Walter and Shirley (Conquergood) 
White, William and Florence (Moore) 
Whitehead Family. The 
Wildlife Stories 
Wilkins Family. The 
Williams, Alfred and Anne (Riggall) 
Williams, Joseph and Cecilia 
Wilson, Donald and Leslie (Lawrence) 
Wilson, Glen and Renee (Richot) 
Wilson, Heather 
Wilson, Keith 
Wilson, Percy 
Wingrove, Hazel 
Winning, David and Iris 
Winnipeg Auto Auction 
Winnipeg International Airport 
Winnipeg Livestock Sales Auction Mart 
Winnipeg Region Committee 
Winsaga Pottery Studio 
Winter Seeds 
Witt Family, The 
Wolfe Family, The 
Women's Auxiliary to the Meadows Community Club 
Women's Institutes: 
Grosse Isle 
Mount Lildon 
Rosser 
Woods, Stanley and Freda (Norberg) 
Woodsworth School 
Wooster, Art and Nettie 
Wysocki, Frank 

Yeaman, John and Gwladys 
Young, John 
Yuros, Bill 

Zenewych, Harry and Stephanie 

495 
460.498 

103 
99 

107 
532 

4 
502 
504 
503 
504 

346. 503 
501 
502 
500 
501 

302, 504 
500 
504 

8 
506 
507 
507 

382, 507 
507 
507 
507 
532 
508 
508 
203 

79 
202 

80 
203 
204 
509 
509 
222 

219 
221 
217 
425 
102 
532 
532 

509 
532 
532 

533 

557 



1993: AN EVENT 
FILLED YEAR 



A MESSAGE FROM THE CENTENNIAL 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON 

Dear Reader: 

At Grosse Isle Hall, December 31 st, 1993, we opened 
the door into the second century for the RM of Rosser. It was a 
great New Year's Eve party; dinner was bountiful and, after
wards, the dance floor was crowded. At midnight, wearing foil 
hats, we all joined hands to sing Auld Lang Syne. We blew horns, 
threw confetti streamers and noisily cheered our Centennial to its 
close. The year of celebrations which began in early spring with a 
Book Revue Gala and included a bonspiel, golf tourney, and other 
community events had come to an end. 

Highlights of all the activities can be found in this, The 
Centennial Supplement to The First Hundred Years: 1893 to 
1993. The premier event - Homecoming Days - brought together 
many of us who follow different paths and cultural beliefs. 
Reminiscences of the year's remarkable, record-breaking weather 
are to be found herein. Also included is pictorial 
acknowledgement of centennial projects that were undertaken 
during the year. 

It has been my privilege and pleasure to serve as 
chairperson for these Centennial celebrations. I would like to take 
this opportunity to give my sincere thanks to all those who served 
on committees and worked together to coordinate the various 
activities. The events were truly successful because of this 
outstanding effort. When it came to the countdown even the 
weather cooperated despite everyone's concern. 

Special appreciation goes to the book committee which 
was active long before the Centennial began. It officially dis
bands as this supplement is distributed. 

To the staff, both in the office and public works, also 
members of council and their spouses, none of this would have 
been possible without the support I received. Thanks especially to 
my wife Jean for her support, patience and tolerance. 

We can now reflect back over a complete century of 
history and recognize the vision and determination of those who 
were here before us. Their spirit of cooperation and pioneering 
lives on through the unselfish efforts put forth by everyone who 
participated in making this year such a success. It is my hope that 
it will continue to flourish as we go forth together into our 101st 
year. 

Sincerely, 
Jack Oatway 

A giant birthday cake, complete with 100 "candles", welcomed visitors all year. 

The Laingfamily poses here during Homecoming Days. 

Special medallions, imprinted with the 

municipal logo, were struck especially}!)!" 

the centennial. They were presented hy 
Ree\'e Alan BeachelllO all children 

affending ROSSe!; Grosse Isle, and Kelsey 

schools. Other elementw}' school aged 

children who live in the municipalitv but 

affend schools elsewhere were also given 

medcillions. 

I-I': Administrator, Reeve and Council/ors display the centennial flag. 

Public Works crew raise Centennial flag. Raising the Peace Tower flag. 

MP Felix Holtmann presents Peace Towerflag. (/-1') Administrator Betty Lindsay, 

Gunnar Norberg, Carl Havixbeck, Reeve Alan Beachell, Bob White, MP Felix 

Holtmann, Jack Oatway, A permanent display boxfor the flag was crafted and 

donated by the family of the late George Hutton, a former agriculture minister. 



WEATHER-WISE 

Temperatures stayed at -35°C for a week in early 
January, 1993. It stormed for two days (January 2 I -22), the only 
real blizzard, but there were also days of blowing snow. A second 
cold spell in early February registered - I SoC; otherwise, the 
winter was moderate with lots of sunshine. Temperatures from 
January to May were actually slightly above normal. 

Environment Canada observed that the period June to 
October set records as the wettest since IS72. On August 14 
official weather watchers stated, "this is the wettest summer ever 
- 427.Smm of rain to date." 

October, a month of contrasts, got snowflakes on the 
first and 17°C on the fourth. It was windy. November and 
December were both moderate with little snow accumulation. 
Christmas Day was sunny and cold at -32°C. It remained cold 
until the end of the year. 

COMPARE: Rainfall 
Average 414.3 mm 
1993 56 1.6 mm 

Snowfall 
114.0 cm 
71.Scm 

Average Temperature 
2.4°C 
2.1°C 

Flooding near Kent Oatway home. 

Twilight in a canoe ... on the alfalfafield SE 7 12 IE. 

Beatons and Corbetts try boating on the drainage ditch. 

THEY WILL STILL BE TALKIN' 

All year the older folks muttered, "Haven't seen it this 
bad since' 6S." With a shake of the head, they recalled how that 
was the year some were still out on the combine after the ground 
froze in December. Rosser's centennial year will be another 
benchmark. For the next fifty years or so - as long as there is 
someone around to remember what it was like - folks will 
compare future wet years against this one. 

In 1993 water lay everywhere. The mosquito hatch was 
immense the onslauGht overwhelming. Livestock, in pasture and 
yard, huddled togeth·~r.around smudge fires. For the first ti~e in 
years, beaver were being trapped around Grant'~ Lak~. TheIr 
dam-building blocked ditches already overflowIng WIth too much 
moisture. 

Harvest could not begin until late September. Farmers 
used rice tires and caterpillar tracks, they ran tires with tread 
reversed and welded paddles on to combine wheels. Each day 
was a mucky battle to get the crop off the waterlogged field~. 
Number I grain was not to be found but there was plenty WIth a 
disease called Tombstone. It flourished in wet wheat and barley. 

Swathing canola, 1993 style 

Ruts, ruts and more ruts. 



Desperate lIloves, tracks on the swather. 

Will paddles on the wheels keep it afloat? 

Corbett:s cattle belly-deep in lIlud. 

Battle gew'jor gardeners! A "Booter" was cOllllllon ill '93! 

Public Works kept busy opening ditches. 

EXCERPTS 
1993 COUNCIL MINUTES 

January 12 

Aprill3 

May 11 

The centennial flag raising ceremony took place at 1 :30 pm. 

Resolved that Council support Hudson Bay Route Association to keep 
the Port of Churchill open. 

Harry Enns, MLA for Lakeside and Minister of Natural Resources, and 
Bill Mazniuk, Manitoba Rural Development. appeared before council at 10:05 
am. Issues discussed: a dyke along Baseline Road near Grant's Lake to control 
road erosion; dust control on government roads; a light at the intersection of PTH 
6 and Baseline Road (Grosse Isle); provincial flag for centennial; stubble-burning 
regulations. 

June 8 

July l3 

Resolved that sidewalks in Village of Rosser (north side of PR 221 
from west entrance to school yard. continuing east to area across from 
municipal office be replaced. 

Resolved that proposal received from Lyle Dew Concrete Construction 
for sidewalk project is hereby accepted. 

Felix Holtmann, MP Portage-Interlake, attended before Council at 8: 15 
am to present Canadian flag flown from Peace Tower in Ottawa. Mr. Holtmann 
also commented that he had advised the House of this municipality's centennial 
year; remarks are recorded in Hansard. 

August 10 

Resolved that a cheque in the amount of S 1 ,500 be forwarded to 
Grosse Isle Recreation Club as a grant from video lottery terminal 
(VLT) revenues. 

Otto Lang and Bert Comrie, representing Winnipeg Airport Authority 
Inc .. attended at 8:00 am. Briefed Council on progress re organization and formal 
negotiations with Transport Canada Transfer Task Force. 

Resolved that RM of Rosser hereby support Manitoba Historical 
Society through membership. Fee: S38/year. 
Considerable time spent discussing water problems because of heavy 

rains over the past few weeks. Requests for pumps to handle water have been 
received but installing this service is not possible. 
August 30 

Resolved that RM of Rosser hire necessary equipment from Mulder 
Construction at S 1 00 per hour to improve drainage along the boundary 
of RosserlWest St Paul. 
Resolved that RM of Rosser hire equipment to improve drainage east 
of Bel Acres Golf course; said work to be done by Westgate Enter
prises at a rate of S80 per hour. 
Drainage improvements owing to heavy rains during the past month 
discussed at length. 

September 14 
Henry Holtmann. chairman of a Citizen's Advisory Committee on 

waste management. appeared to update Council on BFI landfill project. The rainy 
summer has delayed completion of some testing. 

Resolved to request Department of Highways to clean the ditch at SW 
33-11-1 E, east side of PR 334. 
RM will pay 29.6% of cleaning boundary drain E24, 25. 36-12-2E as 

per cost sharing for inter-municipal drain provided by Water Resources Branch. 
February 11. 1986. 

Resolved RM pay 40% of cleaning Penitentiary Drain, east of 26 and 
35-12-2E per cost-sharing agreement. Water Resources Branch. June 
21.1991. 
Whereas the grain and hay crops in the RM of Rosser have been 
severely damaged due to the excessive rain during the past seasons and 
whereas farmers are being told there is a potential health hazard when 
harvesting due to tombstone disease that has plagued the crops; 
and whereas the council of the RM of Rosser are concerned regarding 
the plight of the farming community; 



Therefore be it resolved that the Council of the RM of Rosser 
respectfully request the provincial government and the Government of 
Canada to give consideration to some means of consideration for 
fanners in these devastated areas; and further that a copy of this 
resolution be forwarded to Premier Filmon, MP Felix Holtmann, MLA 
Harry Enns, the Union of Manitoba Municipalities and surrounding 
sister municipalities, 

October 4 - Special Meeting 
Met with Marie Elliot, Rural Development, Kerry Froese and Fred 

Yurchak, Assessors, to discuss new property assessments effective 1994, 
Request Water Resources Branch to clean drain between 7 and 8-12-1 E 

southwest of 8-12-1 E and through 5-12-1 E. 
Cooperate with Town of Stonewall and RM of Rockwood to erect, 

furnish and equip a new regional library. 
Mulder Construction hired to clean ditch from PR 221 to Sturgeon 

Creek east of 2-12-1 Wand repair shoulders of Meridian Road south in areas 
where shoulders have slid into ditch. 

Resolved Water Resources clear Gordon Drain through 23 and 13-12-

IE along road north of 12-12-IE up to drain through 7-12-2E. 
October 12 

Resolved that the Municipality hire Larry Bird to trap beavers at 
Grant's Lake at a cost of $25 per beaver. 

November 4 - Inaugural Meeting 
Election of officers to all boards. 
Thank you to Town of Stonewall for gift of shrubs presented in 

recognition of centennial. 
Application to Manitoba Health Services Commission for a per capita 

grant under the Ambulance Grant Program said grant to go to Stonewall and 
District Ambulance. 
November 9 

Resolved that Council support the principle that Canadians now and in 
future shall continue to enjoy lawful, responsible and safe use of all 
recreational fire arms. That Town of Dauphin be advised that RM of 

Rosser supports them in the solicitation. 
Board of Revision re assessments for 1994. Appeals heard from 27 

businesses and/or private individuals. 
December 14 

Council met with Bonnie Bileski, Properties Officer, National Defense 
and B.A. Blanchard, Regional Properties, National Defense re leasing road 
allowance (boundary between Rural Municipalities of Rosser and Headingley) in 
connection with St Charles Rifle Range. 

George Willis, Weed Supervisor, advised Council that some properties 
in RM lack weed control and requested that in 1994 a levy of $1 0 per acre be 
placed against those properties. Notice be sent by certified mail to property 
owners. 

Resolved history books be given to adjacent municipalities, Manitoba 
Historical Society and libraries. List to be compiled by Council. 
Resolved that Fire Chief be advised that the municipality will pay for 
three fire fighters to take the FirstResponders Program. 
Resolved that RM of Rosser, in partnership with RM of Headingley, 
agree to lease the road allowance pt of "Four Mile Road west of the 
Perimeter" to Department National Defense and that Department of 
National Defense have necessary documents prepared for signature by 
the two municipalities in order that this lease agreement may proceed. 
Resolved that Province of Manitoba directly grant 25% of net profits 
from Video Lottery Terminals (VLTs) to municipal governments in 
1994. 

Commemoratives of centennial yew: Plaque (left) honours Reeves, Councillors 

and Secretary-Treasurers. Awardjrom provincial government (right) recognizes 

citizen participation. 

One municipal cellIennial project. Sidewalk in Rosser village was replaced and 

extended. Workers completed the project between rainstorms. 

The old municipal cemetery will be maintained in its natural prairie state. 

The cairn was constructed by Bob 

lim Camp of Woodlands, assisted by 

Alan Beacllell (also in photo, Bob 

White and Randy Slatcher). 

Memelllos (){1993 were sealed in a 

time capsule inside. Included were: a 

copy ofminliles of the first 1893 

council meeting; copy of July. 1993 

minutes (lndjin[[ncia/ report; news 

by the Stonewall Argus and Winnipeg 

Free Press; List ()f Events -

Homecoming Weekend; a pen; a 

celllennial pin; and a celllennial 

medallion. The bronze plaque on the 

caim records a brief historical 

sketch of holV Rosser was named. 



A musical production, Book Revue, was the first public centennial event. It played 

to a full house on Saturday, March 20, at Meadows Community Hall. By popular 

demand it was repeatedfor the Saturday evening program during Homecoming 

Days. Cast additions in July were Judy McKelvey, Katie Haas and Christel 

Holtmann. Photos included herein have been selected from both productions. 

R.M. of ROS!tr Centennial Book Revue 

Jaek Oatway ~ Chairman Centennial Events Committee 
A.l.an Seachell· Ree."e, R.M, of Rosser 
Gerry Fon-est ~ Chairm.an Public Utilities Commission 
Bes.sie Rutherford -IOO-year--old former resident of Rosser 

Narrator - Janis Boonstra 
Pi.a.aist-AgathaWarkentin 

Fllrnltv(futories 
weddingDressc:s: 

Book Revue 

Ciody Tlbin'sworn by Cindy Tabin cirCA 1988 
Vivi3.nWhite·,womby ArlABeAchdI circa 1* 
G14dysH4Jda:ne-WIbone·' .... "OrnbyAliceBourgouin circa 1952 
Mugaret Inksters worn by rilllillebo circa 1882 

Cho= 
Benny Boonstra, Harry Braun. KMt:n Doyle, Sy~ Doyle, UureJ 
H.1.l.liek. Shiller llillic:l; JohnHoas, George Miru..l:er, Lorraine 
Min..Uer, Mugaret M'maker, Ddphie Norberg, Ow=! Norberg, 
Tammy Norbetg.lake VOU!, Bob Wmentin. 

Why Am I Always the Bridesmaid? 
Lynne Lctlr.::=n, Terry Beaton, Heather Corbett, KMen Doyle, 
Ro~lind S?ifc, Cindy Tabin, Judy Vorn 

Family Album 
Llurie Be:!cheU, Alice Bourgouin, Harry Braun. He:llher Corbett, 
KMen Doyle, Shirley H4Ilick. Lornine MilW:er. Tammy Norberg. 
Rosalind Scaife. Cmdy Tabin, Jake Voth, Judy Voth, Bob White, 
VtviiUlWhite 

Narrator Janis Boonstra 

WMSection 
Aria Beac.hd~ Laurie Beachell. liu Bird, Chris Corbett, Ihvid 
Fielder, Wendy Fielder, Debbie Howelko, CrysLll Jochum, Gunter 
Jochum, <my Letkenun, Lynne Letkeman, George Mitukef. 

Agriculture 
George Boonstm, H.my Braun, John Hoas, Guruur Norberg. 
JId:: Oarway, Bob Wukentin 

0, What a Beautiful Morning - Brenda Boo~1I. 
Harsh and Unforgiving - Laurie Buchcll 
F..duC!tion 

Ro= Ilnd Gro~ We Elementary Schools 
Rosser4-HGuysand~s 

T!J!nsoortation 
Laurie BeWldl, Chris Corbert, 
George Boonstra, G~ Lct.k= 

CommunitvLire 
Ladies Aide 

Henny Boonstra.Svea Doyle, Lmrel lLillick, Shirley H.illicl 
Lorraine MirW:er, ;\wguet MinaJc.er, Delphie Norb<:rg, Tammy 
Norberg, VrvianWhite 

RagTime 
Laurie Beachcll, usa Bird, Alj~ BOI..Irgouin. Chris Corbett, David 
Fielder, Wendy Fielder, Crystal Jochwn, Gunter Jochum, 
Coileen Ryan, Bob White 

Harry At the Bat 
Da ... id Fielder, Bruce B~on, G«lrge Boonstra. Chri~ Corben, Jack 
Oalway 

CounttySociai 

Finale 

Crystal 1ochum, Gunter Jochum, Bruce Beaton, Delphie 
Norbttg,GuIl!lllfNorberg 
Blind· Wayne Calher~ Agatha Warkentm. 
MMgaret's Waltz - Andrea Ma.r1eru 
Sing-,\-Long-CI3yTabin 

Lynne Letkeman 

Mrs Bessie Rutherford with Reeve Alan Beachell 

Wedding Gown circa 1882 Bridal aI/ire, 1952 

Lace and Tulle in 1960 Wedding styles in 1988 

Bevies of bridesmaids 

A photo for the family album. 



Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy jivers. 

Bitchin' 'bout weather. .. wheat prices ... weather. 

Elementary students had their say. 

The 4-H Club took part. 

Laurie Beachell, Chris Corbett transportation duet. 

Book Revue Chorus - always in tune; Teny Beaton reads council minutes. 

The Ladies Aid - standing for religion. 

Ragtime couples with some fancy footwork. 

David Fielder (inset) narrated a gripping rendition of Hany at the Bat; batter, 

Gmy Letkeman; rowdy spectators: George Boonstra, Chris Corbett, Bruce 

Beaton, Jack Oatway. 

Remembering past country dances. 



OTHER CENTENNIAL ACTIVITIES 

Heather Corbett. president. Anna Corbett and Chris Holtmann. members of 

Rosser Women:s Institllte. planted a tree near the cairn to commemorate the on

going support WI gives to the Rosser community. Spade (left photo) was officially 

presented to Reeve during Homecoming Days. 

EASTERN DISTRICT MEETING 

The RM of Rosser has been a member of the Union of 
Manitoba Municipalities (UMM) since its organization nearly 90 
years ago. Three Rosser Reeves have been elected to the UMM 
Executive, two have served terms as president. In recognition of 
the centennial year, the RM of Rosser hosted the annual Eastern 
District meeting on June 28, 1993. Representatives of 37 munici
pal governments and their guests, provincial government officials 
and the UMM executive gathered together for early morning 
coffee at Grosse Isle Hall. 

As the day-long meeting was called to order, guests 
departed on a bus provided by the Interlake School District to 
tour points of interest within RM boundaries. Delegates wrestled 
with weighty problems such as The Municipal Act Review, 
property reassessment and rural economic development. Guests 
visited the exotic birds and gardens of Govilan (the Harris home 
in Grosse Isle), Winsaga Pottery Studio and the Winnipeg 
Livestock Auction Mart. Delegates were served a quick lunch of 
soup and sandwiches at the Hall while their guests enjoyed the 
beef-on-a-bun luncheon at the Hitchin' Post Restaurant followed 
by a "mozy" through the museum on the site. After that, the bus 
drove past Grant's Lake and the municipal landfill on its way to 
tour Manitoba Hydro's Dorsey Station installation. Meantime, 
back at the Hall, dignitaries delivered reports and bestowed 
various awards for service. The Partners' tour finished with a 
brief stop to look at Rosser's only U-pick strawberry farm. 

Delegates and guests were reunited at the Hall in the late 
afternoon to partake of a roast beef dinner followed by entertain
ment by the Quarry Choristers. Judging from all the positive 
comments as the evening ended, the RM of Rosser did itself 
proud as hosts of the UMM's 1993 Eastern District Meeting. 

INVITATIONAL GOLF TOURNAMENT AND 
BARBECUE 

Neighbouring municipal reeves and councillors, federal 
and provincial government contacts, goods and services suppliers 
were among those invited to participate in a July golf tournament. 
The weather was just perfect - warm and sunny! More than 40 
golfers came out to play at Bel Acres Golf and Country Club. The 
tournament was followed by a barbecue at the home of Jack and 
Jean Oatway. While masses of chicken roasted over a giant 
barbecue, guests socialized around tables which dotted the 
spacious lawn. Suddenly, black clouds blew out the sun and the 
deluge began. Guests fled into the house, the garage, into any 
corner that appeared weather-proof. They tucked into the meal 
(prepared by Mount Lildon Women's Institute) under most 
intimate of conditions. It was the epitome of informality. As 
though by pre-arrangement, after everyone had eaten, the sun 
succeeded in chasing the clouds away. It was soon dry enough for 
everyone to venture out of doors. 



HOMECOMING DAYS WEEKEND 

......................................... 

IUt. of ROSSER CENTENNIAL 
"Old Tymc Dance & !lox Social" 

Friday, July 30, 1993 
f>.lusic: Tht.: Wr.!slwinti!l nand 

8:00 p.m. 
(jfOSSl! bk CummuniLY ILtJl 

:\Jmission: $:>.OU 
Ladies bringing box.:!. atlmiucd frl.:c 

Memories of "good old 

days" were prevalent at 

the Old Tyme Dance and 

Box Social. Many 

couples, costumed as 

dancers of an earlier era. 

enlivened the evening. 

Gents vied, at 

auctioneer :s' llrging. for 

the privilege of sharing 

fancy lunches with their 

originators. 

Jean OaIWay and Delphie Norberg welcome visitors who had waited in a long 

lineup to register. 

Volunteers Susan Galbraith, Alan Beachell, Dan Grant, Ruth Johnson and Lois 

Gower (among many others) work a shift cooking pancakes and sausages for 

hungry breakfasters. 

About 1200 people registered for Homecoming Weekend. Souvenir sales were 

brisk. 

Appreciative riders used the "People Mover" operated by Rocklake Hutterite 

Colony. 

Car ride and moomvalk attractions kept the younger crowd entertained. 

Work of local artists and artisans, displayed with antiques, made an impressive exhibit. 



THE HOMECOMING PARADE 

2 

-Marshalling area for the parade; 89 IInits line lip along PR 236. 









On Saturday night MP Felix Holtmann headed a lineup of special guests: UMM 

president lim Knight; Rural Development representative Roger Dennis; 

Rockwood Councillor Bill Docking. They each brought greetings at the Official 

Program. Two special editioll copies of the centellnial book, The First HUlldred 

Years: 1893 to 1993, were sold by auctioll at the cOllclusioll of a repeat 

peljormallce of the Book Revue. Harvey Dallll was successful bidder on the gold 

editioll; HeillZ Noltillg outbid his competitors for the silver edition. A Iloisy, 

colouifulfireworks display brought the ell tire day to a very excitillgfillish. 

The di.splay began with the RM's Ilame in fireworks, ellded with a sparklillg 

firefall. 

Ccnlennla[ Cfturdt Service 

liratcflll Fm ()\Ir !!Cru.l,'C 
AllJ:'.:.l.lL l:':)] 

rEI!: CO.\I:'Il':-iIIT' G.\TlIElLo.; 1:-; Tin: PRL<;E~CE OF(;O[) , .. 

("Il~r~! Ihmm ·~h"h ~kh J(cuo",·.i:. 
'[.0>0 W,:I [\,,~~t·, ,\11 r"s,,!h,,· 

IS:w:,:<"o("rod.lbl!,,"ICCh,·,:) 

Allglicall, Catholic, Hutterite, Mellllollite, Lutherall, Sevellth Day Adventist alld 

Ullited Church spokespersolls led illter-dellomillationalworship. 

Railled off the field and ill to the curlillg rillk, educated dogs entertaill the crowd 

afterlullch Oil SUllday ajiernooll. 

The Art Group (Kristy Braull, Laura 

Burla, lulie Hoas, Michelle 

Thiessell) of Rosser Guys 'N Gals 4-

H Club COllstructed a Ilew Meadows 

Community Club sign. 

A familiar scellario at Meadows 

Commullity Club. Thisfall dinller 

and dallce was olle of the last 

fUllctions of cell tell Ilia I yew: 

Promotillg the centenllial at the 

Festival of Trees ill Stollewall:, new 

library. 



Alan Beachell, Carl Havixbeck lighting a birthday cake during New Years Eve 

centennial finale at Grosse Isle Hall. 

Igniting 101 sparklers turns out to be bigger than a two-man job; Councillors 

Norberg and Oatway pitch in with extra help from Charlie Lindsay. 

INDEX OF PARADE PHOTOS 

PHOTO # 

(from Page 10) 

2 Clowning around! 

3 The Pipers Campbell - Shayne and Kyle. 
4 Reeve Alan and Laurie Beachell in 1926 Dodge Touring - driver. Ernie Hause. 

5 Councillor Jack and Jean Oatway - driver. Gerry Martin. 

6 Miss Interlake Katie Croy - driver. Rick Rutheiford. 

7 Former Councillor Gerald and Margaret Minaker in 1929 Model A Ford - driver. 

Henry Martens. 
8 Former Councillor Percy Hudson in 1932 Dodge Desoto - driver. Ben Blue. 

9 Former Councillor John Stewart in 1926 Model T Ford - driver. Scott Broadfoot. 

10 Councillor Gunnar and Delphie Norberg in Helen Ross s 1959 Buick LaSabre -

driver. Rem Renooy, rider. Duncan Ross. 

11 Councillor Carl Havixbeck onfamity float. 

12 Councillor Bob White in 1953 Ford pickup. 

13 Young bicyclists on parade. 

14 Afoot and aboard, Rosser Women s Institute. 

15 Shriners ... always a good show. The Portage Motor Patrol and the Khartum 

Chanters. 

(from Page II) 

16 Rosser Guys and Gals 4-H Club on parade. 

17 Riders, stick ponies and Rear Action Clean-up. 

18 Members of Grosse Isle WI float by ... 

19 Alex Stewart in 1949 Meteor. 
20 Phipps School 2004. Tractor driven by Cameron Stewart. Float riders Jean 

McClelland Tully, Karen Gray Kaplen, Donna Laing Kingsley, Keith and Ken 

Stewart, Bob Stewart, George Laing, John Laing, Jack Harris and Ernie 

Rossnagel. On horseback: c.M. Stewart and Bill Riggall. 

21 Rosser Pool (Manitoba Pool Elevators) 

22 The Corbett and Findlay families honour Rosser homesteaders. 

23 Les Lillebo and Edie Simonson provide a little travelin' music. 

24 Three generations of Lindsays in a 1935 International truck. 

25 Autosfrom the by-gone days. 
26 Comrie struck (like the Eveready bWlIlY) just keeps going and going and going ... 

27 Al Knapp s antique Ford truck. 

28 Yvonne Glenn and llama. 

29 The Holtmannfamily - true diversification. 

30 Every boy loves a dune buggy! 
31 Doug Drobot on 1929 John Deere D with auger in tow. 

32 George Minaker in 1948 Dodge I-ton truck. 

33 Aria, Tyler and Scott Beachell - gone fishing on the Beachell farm. 

(from Page 12) 

34 RM of Rosser fire fighting equipment: engine and tanker truck. (& 35) 

36 Farmall tractors: Models FI2, A and Cub from the Wallace McTaggart collection. 

(37 & 38) 

39 A caravan of tractors ... 

40 The 1945 John Deere GM pulls an old John Deere binder; owned by B & J 

Palmer. 

41 From the Cathers/Holm collection: John Deere D tractor and thresher. 

42 Jack and Lois Rutheiford and grandchildren rode by in a wagonload of sheaves 

pulled by a 1942 Oliver tractor driven by Randy Rutheiford. 

43 1947 Farmal! Cub tractor (collection of Brian Palmer) pulling A&M Soil hay 

rack. 

44 Bill Hyde rides a Massey Harris Pony tractor with cultivator. 

45 A Case tractor from the Cathers/Holm collection. 

46 Dave Fisher's Minneapolis Moline tractor and trailer with display of miniatures. 

47 More moving museum offarm machinery led by Brian Roches Farmall Cub. 

48 Lyn Scott brought his International A and Case combine. 

49 Derek White drove his John Deere D. 

50 John Deere A, owned by Murray McCrae, and passengers. 

51 The caravan continues ... 

52 Is this another version of the carrot and stick technique? 

(from Page 13) 

53 Riders from Bits & Bridles 4-H Club 

54 Merv Scott with ponies and Food Fare wagon. 

55 Art Butlers team and wagon. 

56 Terry Beaton andfriends are preparedfor the deluge! 

57 Rob Spencer drives horse and buggy. 

58 Quick, Pa, the cows are out! 

59 A Manchulenko BM drill rig. 

60 Three trucks, a tractor. .. (& 61) 

62 ... and more tractors. 

63 After the parade, vintage cars were on exhibit. (64 & 65) 

66 More clowns in this parade! 

67 After the parade, vintage tractors were on exhibit. (& 68) 

69 What silly creature have we here? 

70 Felix Holtmann and Wayne Cathers throw sheaves ... 

71 Threshing demonstration in progress. 

72 Homecoming is sure hungry work! 

73 Ice cream fills in all the empty corners ... 

74 Isn't this a grand day! 
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