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Foreword 

The Rossburn History Committee presents "On 
the Sunny Slopes of the Riding Mountains - A 
History of the Rossburn District". This history of the 
community has been compiled from writing submit
ted over the past several years and from articles 
researched with a view to compiling the most com
plete history obtainable covering the growth of the 
community from the early days of settlement. 

It was felt the best and indeed, most unique 
method of publication was to divide the historical 
account into two volumes. The great wealth of mate
rial will be more readable and presentable in this 
manner. Thus, the committee's aim to present the 

Readers of this Volume 
The sketch appearing on the cover was drawn by 

Mrs. Marion Antoniw, of the Rossburn Art Club. It 
was selected from a number of entries received in a 
competition to provide local art work for the cover. 

The township maps appearing at front and back 
of book have been compiled showing the first record
ed owner or settler of the land. 

The articles and family histories contained in this 
volume have been compiled and printed from infor
mation as submitted and obtained from family mem
bers. Their assistance has been gratefully appreci
ated. 

Every attempt has been made to check for ac
curacy in content and proof-reading. However, in the 
event of errors or omissions, you are requested to 
submit the corrected copy, with verification, to the 
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account in as much detail as possible - with a 
minimum of deletion, can be better achieved this 
way. The desire to include a maximum of picture 
content, in this manner, has been maintained. 

Volume One contains Autobiographies, Remi
niscences and the Family History section. While 
every effort has been made to achieve accuracy, the 
great volume of written material contained, leaves 
room for the possibility of discrepancy in the factual 
material. With this in mind, volume one is presented 
for your reading enjoyment - and to compile a 
permanent, comprehensive record of Rossburn's his
tory while it was still obtainable. 

Rossburn History Committee 

Rossburn History Club - in order that any correc
tions in information, errors in typing or typesetting, 
or additional family histories, may be included in the 
up-date of this volume to be published at a later date. 

In editing the Family History section of this book, 
the editorial committee faced a difficult dilemma. 
National boundaries not coinciding with ethnic 
boundaries in eastern Europe, resulted in some of our 
pioneers' family histories having identified the same 
location of birth as being in several different coun
tries. 

As a result of these anomalies, the editorial com
mittee has attempted wherever possible, to standard
ize these locations by using geographical boundaries 
appearing in the maps of the pre-first world war era. 

- Rossburn History Club 



Introduction 

Formation: 
The initial step to organize the Rossburn Histo

ries Club was taken by the Council of the Rural 
Municipality of Rossburn in the fall of 1978. Volun
teers were sought in order that a committee cquld be 
organized and preparations made for the researching, 
compiling and writing of the Rossburn and area his
tory. 

A number of local citizens attended a meeting in 
the Town Hall on May 10, 1979. Guest speaker and 
resource person at this meeting was Sally Cun
ningham, Archive Administrator, Rural Archives, 
Community Resource Centre, Brandon University. 
Ms. Cunningham informed those present of the trials 
and tribulations in writing a history book but also 
emphasized the importance of writing the history of 
one's community and the gratification of such an 
accomplishment. 

On June 21,1979, sixteen citizens met once again 
and the Rossburn Histories Club was officially 
formed. 

Purpose: 
The purpose of the History CI ub 's formation was 

to compile a history book of the community for the 
Municipality's 100th Anniversary of incorporation in 
1984; but even more so, to dedicate a written and 
perpetual memorial to our pioneers whose per
severance and toil has enabled the present genera
tion, and future generations, to enjoy the many 
luxuries of freedom in a democratic society that we 
cherish so much today. 
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Committee: 
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Editorial Committee: 
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ing to the rescue of the Histories Committee and 
enabling our community to possess and call their 
own such a detailed and well written history book 
which we can all be proud of. 

E. Antonow, president 



Greetings 

Friends -
For a number of years, the council of the Rural 

Municipality of Rossburn has seen the need to record 
in print the history of this multi-cultural community, 
as a way to pay tribute to our pioneers for their 
courage, initiative and determination. In this Centen
nial Year, 1984, we honor and remember them for
ever and always. 

We hope that in reading these personal histories, 
the stories of courage of others in overcoming hard-

Rossburn Rural Council, 1983. 

ships and hazards, it will help us better apprtciate our 
great inheritance left us by our forefathers . . . and 
help us to better meet the difficulties of our modern 
world. 

We would like to express our sincere thanks to all 
who contributed to this publication. 

Reeve John Mitchell 
and Council 

Rural Municipality of Rossburn 

Front Row (L. to R.): Reeve John Mitchell, Councillor Leonard Sitko. Back Row, 
(L. to R.): Elmer Sawchuk, Lawrence Kostesky, William Antonow. 

vii 



Ode to Richard Rose Ross 
On the Death of Richard Rose Ross (Dec. 4, 1904) 
Tribute to the Man after Whom Rossbum is 
Named 
by Alexander (Sandy) Stewart 
No human eye thy end did see, 
No loving hand to close thine eye; 
No mother's voice to comfort thee, 
Or hear from thee thy last good-bye, 
But angels from the home of God, 
Conveyed thee to their blest abode. 

In mansions of sweet peaceful rest, 
To drink from streams of love divine, 
We'll meet our loved ones there at last, 
And in His glorious image shine; 
Eternal weight of glory share 
With Him who died our burdens bear. 
(On returning home from an evening church service, 
Mr. Ross died before reaching his destination.) 

Tribute to William Peden Pioneer 
During Manitoba's Centennial Year a Historical 

Marker honoring William Peden was placed on his 
original homestead by his descendents. The present 
owner of the farm Mr. Joe Kreshewski graciously 
allowed the marker to be placed near the small gate 
leading to the front door of the old Peden Home, 
which is occupied by the Kreshewski family and kept 
in good repair. It was regrettable that the simple 
unveiling of the Marker was confined to the near 
relatives of the Pedens because of lack of parking 
space and facilities for everyone. Among those at
tending were Mrs. Martha Peden, widow of Joe Ped
en and Mrs. Nona Peden, widow of Bob Peden, and a 
number of Peden grandchildren and great grand
children. 

which is done in wood because of William Peden's 
interest in lumber. The wording is carved on pine 
boards hung on a frame of natural cedar posts. 

It is hoped that those interested will drive west of 
Rossburn one and a half miles to see this marker 

VlIl 

William Peden 1849-1916 
A True Pioneer 

Born near Ottawa, Ontario he first came to Man
itoba in 1870. In 1879 he returned to build a house on 
the banks of the Birdtail. His wife Ann Jane McKee 
followed by train to Winnipeg with their five children 
- William, Elizabeth, John, Thomas, and Robert. 
The families of R. R. Ross and John Broadfoot came 
too and William Peden met them in Winnipeg with an 
ox-cart and guided them to Rossburn. Three more 
children were born - Joseph, Andrew, and Mar
garet. His descendants now number 117 .. His last 
home stands nearby. 

Manitoba's Centennial Year 1970 



Settlement 
The government of Canada, after Confederation 

in 1867, wished to get western Canada settled as soon 
as possible. They had a plan whereby a homestead of 
160 acres could be had for the sum of $10.00 and 
show some improvements - build a dwelling and 
breaking or cropping a patch of land. A second 
homestead could be taken in Saskatchewan on the 
same terms. It was weIl publicized in eastern Canada 
and Europe, especiaIly Great Britain. The Hudson 
Bay officials who traveIled between Canada, Scot
land and England spread tales of western Canada 
being a land of opportunity. Employment and land 
was hard to come by in Great Britain and also eastern 
Canada. People with large families wishing to give 
them a better future took the chance and came west. 
Younger people liked the chaIlenge and adventure. 
Some had relatives in parts of the west. 

It was 1879 before anyone settled permanently in 
Rossburn. There were already settlers in southern 
Manitoba. A police barracks and store and some 
settlement was at Shoal Lake. There was also a 
government Farm Instructor for the Indian Reserve 
on Section 14-20-25 managed by Mr. Chamberland. 
There was a railway as far as St. Boniface at that time 
but you had to cros's the river by ferry to Winnipeg. 
There was an Immigration HaIl where settlers could 
stay while preparing to come west. There were two 
trails west, one by High Bluff- Gladstone to Shoal 
Lake, the other by Brandon which was a longer 
distance but not as wet as the one by Gladstone. As 
most settlers started for the west in the spring both 
trails were wet but the Gladstone Trail was badly 
flooded. A great majority walked all the way and 
waded through water. One reports wading through a 
stretch of twenty miles with water from your knees to 
your waist. If you had a wagon or Red River cart your 
possessions took all the room so it was necessary to 
walk. Some would be stuck as many as seven times a 
day, unload the wagon or cart, pull them through and 
reload. If you had oxen you fared better than with 
horses. The oxen could pull a load in the mud better 

than horses. It took 3 weeks or more on the average to 
get from Winnipeg to Shoal Lake. The reason for the 
flooding was Lake Manitoba flooded south to the 
Assiniboine River and the seasons were wet. 

The government put in ditches to drain the mar
shes and the flooding in later years was not so great. 
Mr. Joseph Sharman had taken pit scrip on a town
ship of land (36 sections) stretching from Dowsford 
(Solsgir:th district) to section 15-19-25 now owned by 
the late Samuel Chicheluk family - and many sec
tions east to the road that runs south of town. Pit Scrip 
was land given to the Metis as settlement after the 
Red River Rebellion. These land grants could be 
bought cheaply from the Metis who were not inter
ested in this part of Manitoba. Mr. 1. Sharman did not 
settle in the district until 1885 when he came with his 
family of eleven and a number of employees to work 
the land. He built his buildings where Samuel Hry
cak now lives. He sent his two sons to England to 
purchase purebred Hereford cattle, 12 in all. The first 
weIl bred cattle in the district. His daughter was one 
of the first teachers in the district, one son was a 
Doctor in Angusville in the 30's. They did not stay 
long in the Rossburn area, 10 or 11 years. The family 
scattered and the land changed hands. 

The first settlers R. R. Ross, W. Peden, 1. Broad
foot, Hugh and Samuel Warnock and Bob Murray 
came by the south trail, James and Joseph Stitt by the 
north trail. They met up at Minnedosa and travelled 
west from there together. They decided to leave their 
belongings at Minnedosa with Joseph (the youngest) 
to guard them, and went on until they came to the 
Birdtail. Being satisfied with the supply of lumber, 
grass, water and good soil they decided to locate. 
Samuel Warnock was the first to make a squatters 
claim ploughing a small piece here and there on 
south 23-19-25 now owned by Mike Pomehichuk. 
Peden, Ross, Broadfoot and Murray located along 
the river, west of where Rossburn now stands. 

The settlers had good water, wood, space, time 
and energy so they quickly built shanties or smaIl 
dwellings and some protection for what animals they 



had. All planted potatoes and from then on could 
depend on having potatoes. Seeds for gardens were 
hard to get but most had gardens for fresh summer 
vegetables. Wild fruit was plentiful but there was no 
way to preserve it. They soon built up a herd of cattle 
and had poultry. Wild game was plentiful but they did 
not use it for meat at once, except prairie chicken and 
partridge and rabbit. A cheese plant was built in 1887 
by the river on Section S-Y2 35-19-25. There was 
ample pasture and water. It was a Co-operative Com
pany: Jos. Sharman, President, R. Carson, Secre
tary. The farmers rented their cows (6 or 7 each) until 
there were as many as sixty or seventy cows to milk. 
One or two men would be hired to milk. Jimmie 
Scarret, a young Englishman, made himselfremem
bered by milking 30-50 cows twice each day. Wm. 
Crowe was one of the early cheese makers. The first 
road built was to the cheese factory. It entered the 
valley straight north from the road that passes Lome 
Tanasychuk's farm. Some of it is still passable. This 
cheese plant operated for about four years and then a 
site was chosen on Sec. 13-19-25 on land donated by 
Mr. Sharman. Times changed - people went into 
beef more, cheese prices fell and so it ended. 

A lumber mill was established by Donald and 
George Gunn (Scotch Metis) in 1880 on the 
Birdtail river, what is now known as Gunn Valley. All 
the lumber from this mill was used by the Settlers. 
The power was from a water wheel, which they had 
trouble keeping in shape but when it worked it beat 
sawing with a pit saw. This mill gave work to many 
settlers during the winter. It lasted about 3 years. 
Later Cumming and Kent had a claim and ran the 
logs to Birtle down the Birdtail River. This gave 
employment cutting logs in the winter 
and driving them down the Birdtail in the spring. 
Some experienced drivers were brought in. They 
received $2.00 a day. Local men (some forty men) 
received $1.50 a day. Sometimes the river would 
flood and the logs would spread out on the flats and 
extra men would be hired to put them back in the 
stream. Eventually these mills closed and McArthur 
and McVrea ran a mill until 1902 or 1903. George 
Cartwright set up a mill and ran it a year or two when 
Manwaring, a Birtle merchant, bought it. He sold it 
to W m. Peden and it was operated by the Pedens for a 
number of years. 

Mr. George Finch and Mr. Harry Sleigh were the 
first valley settlers. Mr. Sleigh filed on Section 
36-20-25 and lived there until his death. A baker by 
trade he obtained work as cook in the lumber camps. 
Mr. Finch went further west but later returned to 
Rossburn. Rumors of the C.P.R. surveying the valley 
for their line brought settlers into the valley but when 
the south route was chosen, the hope and the settlers 
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vanished. About 1881 or 82 several families moved 
into the valley, (Cochranes, Crookshanks, 
Wakefield, Grants, Plants, Merritts and 1. McBride). 
Some grain farming was tried but the frost nearly 
always got the crop so most took to cattle raising. The 
cattle ran at large all summer. Everyone had a brand 
and they were sorted in the fall and the saleable cattle 
driven to Shoal Lake. A big corral on H. Sleigh's 
farm was a holding pen. It took a day of hard driving 
to reach Shoal Lake. The whole herd often 150-200 
head, was usually sold to one buyer, usually Mr. John 
Menzies who shipped to Winnipeg. In 1895-1900 the 
prices ran from twenty-five to thirty dollars each for a 
good two-year old steer. 

In the years after 1895 they had a creamery which 
lasted four or five years. They made butter and took it 
by team to Shoal Lake. Grant's milked 40 cows. 
Their power was a three horse treadmill. The compa
ny was called Birdtail Stock Co. 

Meanwhile, in 1899, mass Ukrainian and Polish 
immigration began. These people left the beautiful 
orchards and meadows of the western Ukraine and 
often found themselves in the cold, unforgettable 
winter of Canada. But, despite the drawbacks, Cana
da had its lure also. In this cold, frozen country was 
the hope of peace and freedom. These people es
caped the brutal treatment of authoritarians by com
ing and settling the New Land. Galicia, from which 
most Ukrainians come, was under the rule of Austria. 
The rest of Ukraine was under the authority of Rus
SIa. 

The stiff control that these countries had over the 
Ukrainians reached every part of their lives - even 
their religious beliefs. Everyone in the country saw 
what was happening and they knew something had to 
be done. Thus, the Educational Society of Lemburg 
sent Dr. Josef Oleskiw to study the climate, soil and 
all other aspects of Canada that would be of impor
tance to the new settlers. Upon his return to the 
Ukraine, Dr. Oleskiw published several pamphlets in 
order that the information the people wanted to know 
could easily be accessible to them. After these pam
phlets were published and people found out all they 
wanted to know, the movement to Canada began. 

The peasants were crowded on ships with ani
mals as companions. Many of the Ukrainians were in 
the hold of the ship, which proved to be rather un
comfortable for such a long voyage - it having no 
windows, and thus, no fresh air. The immigrants 
suffered a great deal of sea-sickness during the voy
age to the new land. The food was far from what they 
were used to and many people began to feel lonely 
for their home-country. Many of the ships hit storms 
on the ocean. This only aggravated the sea-sickness 
that was already present in the passengers. Often, 



diseases hit the passengers in the dirty, musty hold of 
the ships. The people who took those ships would 
never forget the voyage to Canada. 

Eventually though, the immigrants finally ar
rived in Canada. After they filed for their home
steads, they set out on their trek to their homes. The 
land that was set aside for them to homestead was the 
poorer quality land. It was hilly, stoney and there was 
a great deal of trees to clear. But the Ukrainians did 
not despair. They got to work and made something of 
the land that was allotted them. 

Ukrainians came to Canada, faced with the pros
pect of a whole new unfamiliar life. Immigrants got 
to Canada by embarking on a ship, which either took 
them to Halifax or Quebec City. From there, they got 
on a train and arrived at Strathclair. Usually, they got 
to their designated homesteads by horse and buggy, 
and even more often, they walked - taking all their 
belongings with them. This took a day or two to 
complete. 

One of the first groups of Ukrainians who came in 
1899, were detained in Strathclair for several days. 
On the way to Strathclair, three children died on the 
train. During their time in Strathclair, they stayed in 
two unheated shelters and had to cook their food over 
an open fire outside. They slept on the floors of these 
shelters on which was spread a thin layer of hay - an 
insignificant gesture to keep out the cold. On May 
10th, 1899, the settlers were moved to their tempo
rary shelters at Patterson Lake, between Oakburn and 
Olha. Their shelters were merely tents to accommodate 
them while they were waiting to have their home
steads surveyed. The day they arrived, a cold rain 

On Michael Swistun's farm in the Olha district, two "buddas" 
have been built. These are replicas of the temporary shelters 
used by the early Ukrainian and Polish pioneers around the 
turn of the century. About 1900, eight families resided on the 
Swistun site while surveying of their homesteads was under 
way. These replicas of buddas are pictured above. 
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was falling, and during the night, a freak snowstorm 
dumped two inches of snow on the land. All of these 
factors added up together to aggravate the sickness 
that most of the children had, which turned out to be 
Scarlet Fever. The children became sicker and the 
parents became more worried. One child died, and 
after that many more. Every day for two weeks, there 
were burials, and usually more than one a day. The 
bodies were buried in a mass grave located on the 
SW-Y4 of section 22-19-23, five and a half miles from 
Oakburn. This grave is marked by a cairn which was 
erected in 1941. On July 19, 1981, the Parkland 
Ukrainian Pioneer Association erected a new monu
ment which was blessed by Reverend Lehky and 
Reverend Borys. Once a year, a religious memorial 
service is held to remember the dead, who paid much 
for something as important as freedom. This one 
hardship was perhaps the biggest one for the new 

An early settler's home - Nykola Obedniak. As seen in 1921. 

Canadians. There were other smaller, but almost 
quite as difficult ones. Often the men, in order to get 
some money, and in tum establish themselves as 
farmers, had to go and work for other already estab
lished farmers. The husbands left their wives for 
months on end, leaving the tending of the farm and 
house to the wife. Often the women had to fend off 
animals and prairie fires which were quite unusual 
tasks for them, since things were different in the Old 
Country. 

Over the years, the original settlers of Anglo
Saxon origin and the later settlers of Ukrainian orig
in, although unfamiliar with each other's customs 
and languages and at times dubious of each other's 
integrity, moulded together a community through 
their hard work and perseverance, that has made life 
so much more comfortable and enjoyable for the 
succeeding generations. 
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Anecdotes and Reminiscences 
Hauling Lumber From Peden's Mill 

This is my experience of going to Bob Peden's 
Mill on the northeast comer of Whitewater Lake, 
about thirty-two miles from Vista. 

The lumber was all green and heavy, about one 
thousand board feet to a load. Cost at the Mill for 
2x4's in 8,10,12 and 14 foot lengths was $16.00 per 
1000. 2x6's were the same price. 

Preparations were always made the night before. 
We doubled up the sleigh, and on it placed hay and 
oats, (feed for the horses for noon, night, morning 
and noon of the next day). We must also take food for 
ourselves. 

We left home about 7:30 a.m., and we got to 
Squaw Creek about noon, where we fed the horses, 
and had some lunch ourselves. We had picked up dry 
branches along the way, as there were none left at the 
stopping places. But there were two or three syrup or 
lard pails hanging on the trees, which we filled with 
snow to melt over the fire that we had got started. 
When the water boiled, we put in the tea. And now, 
we were ready for our lunch. (There were always 
Whiskey Jacks around to clean up the crumbs.) 

Lunch over, we were on our way again. There was 
a lot of heavy bush and we crossed Whitewater Lake 
(two miles across). Now we were within the sound of 
the sawing of logs, and to us it was a lovely sound to 
hear. 

We reached the Mill. We went to the stable to get 
a stall for our horses where we left the hay and oats. 
Then we drove up to select the type of lumber which 
we wished to purchase. We put the blankets on our 
horses, and loaded up our lumber. We bound the load 
with chains, back and front, so that it would not shift, 
for there were many steep hills along the road. We 
took the load out to the edge of the lake in readiness 
to leave for home early the next morning. We gave 
the horses a drink at the water hole, and put them in 
the stable. We had some more lunch ourselves, and 
then we went to the shanty for the night. 

The shanty, where the men slept, was a log build
ing about 14ft. x 20ft., and it housed ten men. At one 
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end was a small box stove in which the 'shanty boy' 
kept a fire going all night. 

I slept on the floor, with two horse blankets under 
me, and my heavy coat over me. Lights were out at 
9:00 p.m. 

Early next morning we were up, and had our 
breakfast in the cook-house (after the crew men had 
theirs). Breakfast consisted of good fat pork, pan
cakes and syrup, and coffee. The cost for breakfast 
was twenty-five cents. 

By 8:00 a.m. we were ready to leave the Mill. 
With a stop at Squaw Creek to rest the horses, we ate 
the sandwich we had saved from the day before. We 
expected to arrive home about 3:30 p.m. If the 
weather was seasonal, it was a fine trip and a great 
experience. However, if the weather turned very 
cold, it was necessary to walk to keep warm. Then it 
could be very tiresome. 

contributed by Alexander MacPhail 

Bertha M. Johnston 
I Remember When 

The ladies wore hats and gloves when shopping, 
to church and social events. 

When ladies used parasols or umbrellas to protect 
their complexions at picnics and sports events to look 
frail and fragile. 

A healthy tan was vulgar. 
When button boots with pointed toes were still 

worn by a few. They used a button hook to fasten the 
boots. 

When bobby sox and saddle shoes were the teen
age rage. 

When the catalogue sizes in shoes and clothing 
were child's or adult's. So were the styles. 

When the ladies of the twenties cut their long hair, 
(worn in a bun at the nape of the neck) to short hair. 

When in the twenties dresses were short, so were 
the nighties worn by the daring ones. 

When jazz garters were very decorative. 
When fashionable ladies smoked using long cig

arette holders. 



When men wore braces and garters, short armed 
men wore arm bands. 

When men's ties were slim, broad, a string, a 
bow and now a necklace. 

When little boys wore short pants above the knee, 
later "breeks". You were a man when you got your 
first pair of long pants. 

When men wore putties for work, and spats for 
dress. 

When ladies and girls did not wear slacks or jeans 
(overalls) even when working in the fields or garden. 

When farm cream was churned into butter, made 
into 1 pound prints, bartered to the stores for groc
eries. Butter was two pounds for 25¢. Eggs when 
plentiful were 3 dozen for 25¢. When the mothers 
were baking for Christmas, eggs would be scarce and 
expensive, at least 50¢ a dozen. Sometimes these 
eggs for sale had been preserved from the summer in 
water glass (trade name). 

I remember when the Rossburn sidewalks were 
board walks or dirt paths. The town kids walked with 
an eye on the cracks. Sometimes we'd find a nickel or 
dime down there. 

When the train went west every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday evening at 7 p.m., returning 
east the following morning. Half the town would 
meet the evening train to see who got off the train. 

The two draymen, Howard Alexander with his 
black team, and Baldrows with their grey team, 
would load the sleigh or wagon with boxes of groc
eries, dry goods and hardware and deliver them to the 
stores that evening, with as many little boys as could 
squeeze onto the rigs having a free ride. 

Ed Harris would meet the train every day and 
load the mail bags to be delivered to the Post Offices. 

Cream cans lined the station platform, the inside 
row for Winnipeg or Neepawa in the morning, the 
outside row for Russell. The C.N.R. charged 15¢ a 
can. The farmer received 15¢ a pound for the cream. 

When a large percentage of the property town 
residents had a home, a biffy (toilet), a tool shed and 
a stable. The stable would hold a cow or two, some 
hens and horses and maybe a pig or two in the 
summer. 

When during the summer holidays a few boys 
would herd the town cows along the railway, and 
road allowance, at 5¢ a day per cow. With this money 
they would buy shoes, overalls, mitts, etc., to have 
new clothes for starting to school in the fall. 

When milk was delivered to your door by a 
neighbor child at 1O¢ a quart sealer, still warm from 
the cow. 

When we were paid 5¢ an evening to baby-sit for 
neighbors. Your brothers and sisters would stick to 
you like glue - until you spent your nickel. Five 
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cents would buy 10 sticks of gum - 20 jaw breakers 
- 5 all day suckers, a bar, a coke, an ice cream cone. 

When most dances admitted ladies free if they 
brought lunch e.g. a cake or a box of sandwiches. 
The orchestra often played for gratis (free) or a dollar 
an evemng. 

When you could post an open letter for 1¢, a 
sealed letter for 2¢. When Christmas cards were 
mailed for 1¢. These were saved and cherished. 

When girls slept with rags in their hair so they 
could have curls. A nail on a wire or a bought curler 
was hung in the coal oil lamp chimney to heat to curl 
the hair. Later an alcohol burning marcel curler could 
be bought. This produced frizzy waves. 

When Sunday entertainment was a family walk to 
"View Hills," one and a half miles west of Rossburn, 
especially at crocus time. 

The Sunday school and public school teachers 
and pupils would walk there carrying their lunch for 
the annual picnic. 

When the Indians and farmers brought loads of 
tree length wood to town to sell, also loads of slough 
hay. 

When the wood sold for one dollar and the hay for 
two dollars a load. 

When this would cost you more if there was a 
jumper (deer) or elk hidden in the load. 

When there was an 8 p.m. curfew. 
When the town cop rang the fire bell and all 

children had to be home. 
When the fire equipment was a ladder and a few 

zink coated water pails hung on the outside of a 
building. The fire bell was located on the lot the town 
hall is situated on. 

When the Indian people knocked on the town 
home doors, selling beautiful baskets, moccasins 
and rag rugs. 

When twelve grades were taught in the Rossburn 
school by five teachers. When the country pupils 
came to school walking, horseback, toboggan, bug
gy, cutter or sleighs. 

When there were so few cars we recognized them 
all. 

When the C.G.I.T. girls attended a meeting in 
Hamiota; that was an exciting event. Most of the girls 
had never had a car ride, or been so far from home 
before. 

When we had six stores in town that sold every
thing from sugar to sox, hats to harness, pickles to 
milk pails. 

When we had a theatre, the manager's wife col
lected the admission, cranked up the gramophone for 
the music and the dialogue was written at the bottom 
of the screen. Even Rin-Tin-Tin's, bow-wow was 
silent. 



Remember when Kleenex had not yet been in
vented. Most of your gifts were handkerchiefs. The 
hankies were boiled every wash day to keep them 
white, starched and carefully ironed. 

Some of those not having a hanky handy used the 
thumb and finger technique. Others used their cuff 
right up to the elbow if the cold was bad. 

Did you know that buttons were first introduced 
onto the sleeves of uniforms, not for decoration, but 
for nose irritation to keep the sleeves clean. 

Remember when you could not gossip about peo
ple in Rossburn, Vista or the Valley - because all 
were related. 

Remember, yes, I remember the people of 
Rossburn, Vista and the Valley as friendly people, 
always willing to help their neighbors. May God 
continue to grant us that blessing of friendship. 

Remember the "shin plaster," it was worth 25¢ 
about one quarter the size of a dollar bill. 

Remember the ration books for sugar, tea, coffee, 
butter and meat, also gasoline. 

Remember the first pair of nylons, in the forties. 
Remember when all farm field work was done by 

horses. It was the forties before tractors were com
mon. 

Remember feeding twenty-odd men at threshing 
time, four times a day. 

Past Acquaintances 
It is interesting to pause, to look back, and to 

remember the folk who lived briefly in our area. 
I am thinking about the young boys who came 

from Britain. They came to Canada to make a way of 
life for themselves. On the farms in this area, they 
could learn much. It is those who remained in our 
midst only a short period of time that I would like to 
mention. 

John Wilkie came to the MacPhail farm about 
1908. He worked for other farmers as well. He mar
ried and moved to Dryden, Ontario. 

Archie Edwards took up a homestead in 
Kinosota. He joined up in the 1914-1918 World War 
from which he never returned. 

Fred McKenzie came from Glasgow. We heard 
from him for several years. He was working on farms 
in the Melita area. 

David Waters came from Orkney. After he left us, 
he went to B. C. During the Second World War, he 
enlisted and served overseas. He returned to B. C. 
where he married. He still lives there. 

Frank Eddy came from London in 1927. He re
turned to England, and was killed in an air-raid 
during the Second World War. 

by Alexander MacPhail 
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Heroine of the Past 
It was in the year 1901 that Miss Lena 

Hrankowsky was helping my Mother during the sum
mer months. Her home was about seven miles to the 
northeast. So this particular weekend, she walked 
home on Saturday evening. 

When she was returning on Sunday, she came 
through John Brodie's yard, which was two miles 
north of MacPhails. 

There was a large herd of cattle in sight. Lena 
must have been terribly taken aback, when Mr. 
Brodie stopped her, and demanded in a very angry 
tone of voice, "Tell John MacPhail to come up here 
and take his bull home at once." However Lena was 
not to be outdone. She said quietly "Give me a rope, 
and I will take him home." And she did. Yes, there 
were many brave young girls in those early days. 

I might add that cattle pastured at large, all over 
the countryside, in those early days, and often it was 
hard to get them separated. 

by Alexander MacPhail 

Ivan M. Storozuk 
On the 20th of August, 1923, I arrived at 

Rossburn late in the afternoon, a total stranger! By 
chance, I was introduced to Mr. Matthew Hasiuk, a 
resident farmer of Chmelnycki School District where 
I was destined to teach. The school happened to be on 
the same section of land as Mr. Hasiuk lived. 

Chmelnycki School District was located one mile 
south from the Riding Mountain National Park. The 
terrain was quite rough, covered with tiny lakes here 
and there. There were pasture lands, grain fields and 
areas covered with bush and brush. 

Every quarter section was occupied. For a district 
the size of Chmelnycki, it was heavily populated. 
There were thirty-two families living upon this small 
stretch of land. 

Living close to a Reserve had its advantages. The 
local residents could graze their stock, obtain hay for 
winter feed, get fire wood and logs for building 
homes, granaries and barns. Water was plentiful ev
erywhere. Grain crops were always good. 

The students of Chmelnycki School District dur
ing my time were all children of immigrants from 
Western Ukraine. It took time for them to adapt 
themselves to new ways of life. Lack of an under
standing of the English language was their greatest 
stumbling block, but time cured everything. Today 
these people may be set on an equal footing with 
other ethnic groups. 

Now let us take a look at the school. The first 
school was built in the year 1909. It was a humble 
structure like most schools were at that time. It was 
too small for a productive school district like 



Chmelnycki. There never had been enough room to 
accommodate the pupils properly. The room was 
over-crowded at all times. Can you imagine an aver
age of sixty-five pupils a day! (And there were many 
such days.) What can one teacher accomplish with 
such a big class? One thing I can say in their (class) 
favour, they were cooperative and willing to learn. 

There were some aspects of the school work that 
were compensatory for all other shortcomings. 

I am somewhat musically inclined and it occurred 
to me that I could make use of this large number of 
pupils to an advantage. I organized a three part 
school choir which turned out to be one of the best of 
any school choirs in the outlying school districts. 
Upon several occasions, my school choir and I trav
elled to Angusville, Oakburn and even to a place near 
Shoal Lake by invitations. 

Besides working within the school, I organized 
young men and women into a dramatic club and as 
well, I taught them singing. One year I taught young 
men and women evening classes to improve their 
studying. All these activities mentioned above were 
done in the little school as there was no community 
hall for some time to come. 

It may be of interest for some to have a list of 
some of the ratepayers of Chmelnycki School Dis
trict. They were: Steve Baydak, Joe Dunits, Wasyl 
Derlago, Angus Derlago, Clement Derlago, Mrs. 
Alex Dychakowsky, Tom Dychakowski, Alex 
Halipchak, Andrew Hasiuk, Mathew Hasiuk, Alex 
Kalychen, John Kozun, Nick Kozun, Harry Komhyr, 
Wasyl Kawka, Alex Kohuch, Fred Malaniuk, 
Woytko Maydaniuk, Karl Maydaniuk, Alex Sr. and 
Alex Jr. Oryniak, Mike and Fred Silewich, Steve 
Pawliuk, Sam Saley, Metro Livetsky, Steve and Nick 
Verbowski, Nick Deydey, Bill Schilds, Pete 
Sawchuk and John Bereza. 

At the end of three and one half years, I left the 
district to complete a certain phase of my studies. 

Here I am again after seven years absence. This 
time I came married to a young bride named Annis. 

A number of changes took place during my seven 
years absence: 
1. The school and the teacherage were moved to a 

new place, two miles east of its old location. From 
the school grounds one could see down a valley 
with a river flowing through it with its usual 
growth of willow trees, a grain field, a homestead 
and a winding road going east up a very, very 
steep hill leading to farm lands" across the Hill" . 

2. School attendance dropped from a 65 daily aver
age to about a 40 average daily attendance. 

3. A number of my former pupils had become young 
men and women. 

4. A community hall was built. 
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5. The roads were somewhat improved. 
6. A new Post Office came into being - Post Office 

Mears. 
The school activities went on as usual. School 

concerts were held and the school year always ended 
with a picnic where ice cream made on the school 
grounds was plentiful. There were games, singing, 
races and much more. 

The young folk met in winter to practice singing, 
prepare dramas and meet for social evenings. In 
summer we would hitch horses to the wagons and 
hike into the Reserve (later became the Riding 
Mountain National park). Again baskets were loaded 
with food. Each one could eat all he or she wanted. 
To my mind, those were the happiest years for all 
concerned. 

This sketch of mine would be incomplete without 
mentioning my wife Annis. We lived in a teacherage 
provided by the school district. It was a handy ar
rangement. My wife helped the girls both in school 
and out by teaching them sewing and embroidery. 
She took part in singing and acting. She also acted as 
a nurse. If any pupil got injured in any way, it was 
Annis who patched up the sore spot. At one time a 
ratepayer who lived about a quarter of a mile from the 
school cut his hand very deeply with an axe. He 
rushed to the nearest place for help which was my 
wife. The blood was gushing fast and the cut could 
have been fatal had the man come ten or fifteen 
minutes later. My wife did all she could to prevent the 
bleeding. As soon as she got him bandaged, she told 
him to rush to Rossburn to see a doctor. This he did 
and the doctor said he could not have done a better 
job himself. 

My wife was of great help to me in my work with 
Christmas decorations. I must say most people ap
preciated our work. We were given vegetables, 
cream, butter and it all counted. Annis was an artist 
and painted the stage scenery on canvas for Mears 
Hall depicting beautiful scenery. 

Depression years, who can forget them? Depres
sion years were noted more for lack of money than 
anything else. During those days when cash was very 
limited, we were entertaining very often. We had as 
many as four school teachers paying us a visit every 
second week or so. They were enjoying our hospi
tality until the depression ended. Of course, that was 
the end of friends as well but that's the way of life. 

John Sindair 
"I Remember" 

Submitted by Ivan M. Storozuk 

John Sinclair: Born at Mid-Clyth, Bruan district, 
Caithness, Scotland, September23, 1871, the young-



est son of ten children, to George Sinclair and Mar
garet (Miller) Sinclair. 

Early in 1889, at age eighteen, due to the severe 
restrictive economic conditions enforced by the land
lord owners of estates in northern Scotland at that 
time, John decided to leave for Canada where his two 
elder brothers had previously gone. I know little of 
the ocean voyage and upon his arrival in Canada, he 
very probably travelled by train to Winnipeg and on 
to Solsgirth and was met there by one of his brothers. 
However he eventually did arrive in the Municipality 
of Rossburn (formed in 1884) with twenty-five cents 
in his pocket. Like most young men at that time he 
evidently found plenty of work, for, on October 28, 
1893, he obtained the deed to the S.W.Y4 22-20-25 
from his brother George "for the consideration of 
$300.00". On October 22, 1895, he obtained the 
deed to the S.E. Y4 of the same section from Mr. C. H. 
Lawford for $175.00. The north half of this section 
belonged to Mr. Samuel Veitch. 

On January 15, 1898 he and Anne Jane Brown 
were married. She was born March 24, 1876 at List
owel, Ontario and arrived in Manitoba with her par
ents Alexander Brown and Margaret (Stirling) 
Brown and brother Robert late in the summer of 
1880. This marriage of the eldest daughter was rather 
a special event. The wedding cake was made by a 
neighbor, Mrs. Thomas Lawless. The wedding dress 
was made of a greenish shot taffeta silk. I remember 
as youngsters how beautiful we thought that dress 
was. The young couple did receive several gifts, the 
most important, I expect, were two cows. For us, 
having inherited the large pressed glass bowl in our 
home, we have a lasting treasure. Their first home 
was a log house, well back west and a bit north from 
the main road on the S.E. quarter. 

My grandfather, Alex Brown, died in April, 
1898. My grandmother left the farm and moved to 
Shoal Lake, Manitoba where she opened a boarding 
house. It was there my mother decided her first child 
was to be born. My father drove her the thirty-three 
miles with a team and sleigh to Shoal Lake, where on 
November 22, 1898, I, Evelina, was born. My sister 
Vera Margaret was born May 29, 1900, and Lucy 
Florence was born June 7, 1902. Both were born in 
the log house with Mrs. Elizabeth Veitch as midwife. 
She was a wonderful lady and was later a guest at my 
wedding in 1922. 

Two years later my father built a small house 
close to the main road. There was not a tree around 
the new house so my mother planted several small 
maple trees; some may still be seen growing there. 

One of my father's first friends was the son of a 
teacher, Mr. Gerrond, who taught at the first little log 
school built at "the Comer" one mile north of where 
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Mr. and Mrs. John Sinclair (1896). 

the town of Rossburn was finally built. The Gerronds 
later settled north of Angusville. The son Jack mar
ried a Miss Angus and they had one little daughter, 
"Bella", about my age. Shortly after moving to the 
new house word came that little Bella had died. My 
father took me along and drove up to the funeral. I 
remember so well the people singing "Safe in the 
Arms of Jesus" and my father lifting me up to see the 
little girl in her coffin, an early and lasting experience 
with death. 

Again in that little house I remember my first 
introduction to politics. It was in the election of Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier to his second term as Prime Minister 
of Canada. My father, a staunch Liberal, was the 
Returning Officer, and the ballot boxes were to re
main in our house all night. A rumor had leaked out 
that the boxes were going to be stolen; in Tory coun
try at that time anything was possible. A Mounted 
Policeman was sent to be with my father night and 
day as a guard. We children were really impressed, 
never having seen a man dressed in scarlet before. 

Often during the winter months my father would 
leave home at four 0' clock in the morning to drive to 
Russell (twenty miles) with a boxload of bagged 
wheat or oats to be sold, arriving home very late at 
night. He always brought my mother a small gift, 



mostly china. Fortunately I do have several of those 
pieces. During those dark winter nights I can remem
ber we children huddled around our mother's knee 
listening to the Indians, noisy but happy, returning 
home to the reserve from the store at the "Valley" 
where they used to buy a tonic called puruna which 
later was proven to contain a fair percentage of alco
hol. The Indians and my father "Jeck" were good 
friends and we never did have any trouble. Anyone 
arriving "neepawa buckatee" (plenty hungry), al
ways received food and a warm welcome. 

It was while living here that my mother received a 
scare, leaving her an invalid with a heart condition 
for the balance of her life. My father was absent from 
home and my mother's sister Margaret was staying 
with us. The cattle used to pasture upon prairie land 
to the south of our farm. My Aunt hitched old Maud 
to the buggy and off we went to bring the cows home. 
We noticed several horses grazing as we rounded up 
the cattle. All at once a big stallion came chasing 
after us. My Aunt grabbed the whip; the old mare ran 
for her life; Vera and I were hanging on and terrified. 
We made the sharp tum into a short lane with an open 
swing gate to the yard safely. My mother had been 
watching us, she ran to the open gate and as we 
rushed past she pushed the gate shut in front of that 
wild horse. The cows? I can't remember. 

I do remember the visits to my mother by Dr. 
Evans. Early that winter she was taken to Neepawa 
General Hospital. Under the care of Dr. 1. S. Poole, 
she remained there until just before Christmas. Her 
return home with gifts of lovely little dolls from Dr. 
and Mrs. Evans made the day for us three girls. These 
were the first and only dolls we ever did own. While 
our mother was in hospital, we three were taken by 
our Aunt Margaret (father's sister) and Uncle George 
Cormack to their wonderful large home where a 
family of ten cousins lived. Over the years we spent 
many happy holidays with the Cormacks. Every 
morning and evening Uncle George read from his 
Bible and we all knelt to pray. 

During the summer of 1906, due to my mother's 
poor health and two girls ready to attend school, my 
father sold the half section to Mr. Frank Cleland and 
bought the N.W.Y4 36-19-25, with a fine new home, 
from Mr. Robert Peden. After living in that wee 
house, to us this was a castle. It even had a bathtub. 
True, we did have to heat the water on the kitchen 
stove and carry it up stairs to the tub. A short pipe 
through the outside wall provided an easy way to 
empty, Uust be careful that no one was standing 
below). 

Vera and I started to go to the little old Rossburn 
School, one half mile east of town. I remember the 
big stove that barely kept us from freezing during the 
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winter. The cloakroom was a small area enclosed by a 
partition reaching to about four feet from the ceiling 
with a door in and a door out into the schoolroom. 
When we started, Miss Margaret McKinney was the 
teacher. When she strapped a pupil, she used the 
cloakroom. One particular day, Vina Harlow was the 
victim, really nothing unusual, except this time Vina 
grabbed the strap, tossed it over the partition, ran out 
the far door and home. I still remember how angry 
and how red poor Miss McKinney's face was and 
how very brave I thought Vina was. Miss McKinney 
soon left us to marry our cousin George Cormack, Jr. 

During the next several years my father and we 
girls did learn to live with an invalid mother, sitting at 
her bedside to have our hair braided for school, 
washing the dishes with the pan on a chair, etc. Father 
made good porridge, bannock and scones. I remem
ber Miss Annie Palmer taking care of us while my 
mother was back in hospital, and in July, 1907 Miss 
Palmer taking me by train (my first train trip) to visit 
with my mother. Little did I know that I would later 
spend three years training to become a nurse in that 
very building. Incidentally, Miss Palmer hired a 
horse and buggy and we drove out west ofthe C.N .R. 
property to attend the Neepawa Fair. The horse was 
an old pacer and his strange stride frightened us; we 
were sure he was about to fall over. Miss Marjory 
Cormack (Murdock's daughter) also cared for us for 
awhile. They were both fine, kind women. Two Indi
an women, Hattie Meccas and her sister helped us 
many times in many ways. In fact we girls never did 
dress a fowl, wash clothes, weed the garden or pick 
potatoes. These jobs came as a bit of a shock in later 
life. I have a picture of those sisters in their native 
costumes. They had both attended the Indian School 
at Birtle. A very special friend of ours was Sandy 
Cloud, who often came to our house on his way to 
Rossburn from the reserve. He always walked and if 
tired on his way home he simply came in, lay down 
on a couch in the kitchen and went to sleep. He was 
fond of Vera, a quiet, timid girl with black hair. 
Florence and I were fair, and Sandy's description of 
us - well, I can still speak of it, but on paper, no. 
Another picturesque and definitely original native 
couple was "Old Jacob" and his huge squaw. She 
squatted in a flat two-wheeled cart drawn by a small 
pony, with Jacob walking behind. They often called 
at our house on their way to Rossburn. She never did 
speak to us and we did not even know her name. 

As the railroad moved west from Rossburn, it 
crossed just south on our property. I remember our 
father walking with us to the construction camp and 
to the cookhouse car, where the cook gave us the first 
doughnuts we had ever seen, much less tasted. 

In 1908, my father was elected councillor for our 



ward; he and Mr. Metro Yarmey worked together and 
became very good friends. In mentioning friends, I 
would be remiss ifI failed to mention "v. W." Victor 
Weir Johnston, his wife May, and family, Edna Flor
ence, Hazel May and Mabel Blanche. We girls were 
about the same age and very close friends. Mr. 
Johnston opened a general store in 1903 in Rossburn, 
and this was where my father purchased the neces
sities of life. The store and living quarters burned 
down January 4, 1909 and was rebuilt in the spring of 
1910. 

We girls were pleased when the new school was 
built and opened much closer to the town. One in
stance I will remember while Mr. Hugo was teaching 
was Vina Harlow walking past my desk and dropping 
a rather nasty picture she had drawn of him. He 
caught me looking at it, asked me for it and then if I 
had drawn it? Answer; "no sir", question; "who 
did", no response. Consequently I was invited to the 
front of the entire classroom of students and given my 
first and only strapping. Vina considered this a real 
joke. At the time, I am afraid I did not. Thanks Vina, 
it probably was good for my soul. 

My mother had returned to Neepawa hospital late 
in the summer of 1913. Toward the end of November 
at her own request a nurse accompanied her home, as 
she had a short time left to live. On December 5, I 
awakened early and upon looking out of my window, 
I saw my father driving away with the horse and 
cutter toward town. The house was strangely quiet 
with the sisters asleep in their room. I went quietly 
downstairs, opened the door to my mother's room, 
peeked under the sheet covering the body, and ran 
back up to my room where I stayed for a long time. 
The nurse was in the kitchen so she did not know I 
had been down. Finally our cousin Margaret Sinclair 
came to manage the house. I do remember that some
one made Vera and me horrible cashmere dresses to 
wear at the funeral. They had decided Florence was 
too young to wear black. 

After our mother's death, our cousin Anne Cor
mack came to keep house for us. We sadly needed 
proper individual training and discipline, which we 
did receive according to good old Scotch standards. 
Anne was keeping company with Lome Lawless at 
that time. We did have a bit of fun playing tricks upon 
those lovers, even though Anne saw to it that we paid 
dearly for our fun. They were married October 19, 
1916. We were all indebted to our cousin Anne for her 
sincere interest in our welfare. 

My parents were members of the Presbyterian 
Church, and when my mother was able she would 
play the organ at the services. I remember we three 
girls singing" Jesus Bids You Shine" , each standing 
in a comer holding a lighted candle at a Christmas 
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concert. I also remember playing the part of "little 
Eva" in "Uncle Tom's Cabin" at a church concert. 

In 1915, John Sinclair was elected Reeve of the 
Municipality of Rossburn, and served until 1921. 
Early in the summer of 1915, my father bought his 
first car, a Ford from Hector Simpson at Shoal Lake. 
We all were taught the art of driving out in the 
pasture. That year I broke my right arm cranking the 
car, no starters in those days. Dr. Evans came out, set 
the arm, bound it in splints, put it in a perfect union. 
He had also set my left arm in 1906 back in the little 
house. 

July 6, 1916, at West Kildonan Presbyterian 
Church, Winnipeg, John Sinclair and Miss lona Mc
Cormick were married. The bride was attended by 
Miss Minnie Cormack (regular nurse), and Mr. H. P. 
Goudeau assisted the groom. lona was born August 
10, 1873 on the Island of lona. She received her 
nurse's training in Edinburgh and Glasgow. She 
came to Canada in March, 1911 to visit her cousin 
Mrs. John McPhail of Vista, Manitoba. Our family 
spent many happy Sunday afternoons at the McPhail 
home. In March, 1917, Mrs. Sinclair decided to 
return to visit her brother and sisters at Ardchattan 
near Edinburgh. This was during World War I when 
overseas travel was dangerous and conditions in the 
British Isles very uncertain and serious. Her baby 
boy was born over there, but unhappily he did not 
live. Mrs. Sinclair arrived home to Rossburn late that 
fall. 

On February 1, 1918, I, Evelina, entered the 
Neepawa Hospital Training School for Nurses. Grad
uating in February, 1921, I worked with Dr. O'Brien 
in Rossburn during that summer, and that winter with 
Dr. Swallow in Russell. In the spring of 1922 I was 
accepted on the staff of the Minnedosa General Hos
pital where I remained until my marriage to William 
Reginald Adams, November 29, 1922. Our home 
was N.Y2 27-14-16, Langford Municipality, 
Neepawa, Manitoba, where our family of four chil
dren were born - John Gerald, Florence Julien (de
ceased 1952), Sarah Margaret and William Sinclair. 

After finishing high school and completion of 
Normal School, Vera Margaret taught in several 
schools. She spent some time visiting in England and 
in the north of Scotland where our father was born, 
bringing home pictures of the old home and relatives. 
Her last school was at Elm Creek where she met and 
married James Allan Halliday on April 28, 1930. Her 
death occurred suddenly at the farm home on April 
28, 1960. She was survived by her husband, one 
daughter Helen Frances, and one son James Sanford. 

Lucy Florence at age seventeen, began and com
pleted a secretarial course in Winnipeg. She was 
blessed with a fine soprano voice and her father 



arranged a series of vocal lessons for her. Her par
ticipation with music and choir has been a great 
source of enjoyment for her. She was employed by 
the T. Eaton Company until her marriage to James 
McCrea of Winnipeg on October 19, 1922. Their 
only son James Sinclair McCrea resides in Winnipeg. 
Following the sudden death of her husband May 2, 
1952, Florence has continued to reside in the family 
home in Winnipeg. 

May 27, 1926, John Sinclair, my father died 
suddenly following a stroke at age fifty-five. Mrs. 
Sinclair, with no farming or business experience just 
continued to live in the house. The result was ruin, 
and eventually a sale was held and the farm was sold 
for back taxes. This is rather a sad sequel to a com
paratively short life of hard work, worried by illness 
and undoubtedly financial problems, trying to 
provide a home in a new land. Mrs. Sinclair lived in 
Rossburn for some time; nursed her cousin awhile; 
later became ill and died in Shoal Lake Hospital on 
September 26, 1943. Interment was in Rossburn 
cemetery. 

Rossburn over the years, with relatives and 
friends, has left many memories. For we who were 
born and raised in the district, there are so many 
school friends and cousins I would like to mention. I 
love you all wherever you are. 

My husband Bill and I will celebrate our 58th 
year of marriage and our 82nd birthdays in Novem
ber of this year 1980, God willing. We extend our 
best wishes to the officials of the Rossburn Histories 
Club, the town and the Municipality of Rossburn. 

Reminiscences 

Contributed by 
Mrs. Evelina Adams 

(Mrs. W. R.) 
Neepawa, Manitoba 

Having come to the Rossburn District in July, 
1903, and our family having come to Canada from 
England in 1891, we have many memories of those 
early days. 

Mother persuaded Father to try Alexander, Man
itoba. There had been a prairie fire across there the 
day before, and Mother felt it was a very dreary 
outlook. My Uncle had rented a farm for them, and I 
believe, had seeded a hundred acres of wheat. But 
that year a killing frost occurred just when the wheat 
was in the milk stage, and left it useless - nothing 
but bran - and the second year was the same. This 
left Father without any more money, and he was 
reduced to working out for farmers who had been 
more fortunate, while poor Mother was obliged to 
move into a very cold, old house, and try to provide 
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for three children; Amy, Katie, and Albert, who was 
now about four, I suppose. The water in that part was 
so strong with alkali that it ruined the clothes when 
MGther tried to wash them. 

There were some terrible electric storms, too, 
and on one occasion in those years Mother saw, what 
they called a thunderbolt drop to the ground a few 
yards from the house. Not seeing it himself, her 
friend, John Green teased her unmercifully about it, 
and asked why she didn't go out and pick it up. I 
suppose now they would say it was a meteorite. Amy 
and Katie would be away at school, so Albert and her 
would be alone. 

In the winter the house was terribly cold, and the 
bedding would have so much frost from their breath 
that when it thawed Mother had a terrible time trying 
to dry it, there being only an old cook stove for heat. 
How Mother kept her faith, I don't know now, but 
through all those many long years, keep her faith she 
did. 

This style of life went on for several years, with 
poor Mother moving from one old house, to another. 
However when they moved to the "Madison" house 
the water was really good. It must have been the 
spring of 1899 that Father again decided to try farm
ing for himself, and rented a section of land owned by 
a Kathire Spence, an aunt of Auntie Jennie, Uncle's 
first wife. There had been some land broken at one 
time, I think, but it had gone back to sod. Father had 
an old team of geldings, and a walking plow with a 
sixteen inch mouldboard, and he broke quite a few 
acres with this. I think he had helped break quite a lot 
of land around the Wolflea and Glenvale School 
districts with this plow, and with this plow he broke 
land on his homestead when he finally did get one. 

Mrs. Spence was not in any way a nice landlady, 
and Father was thankful to give up the lease at the end 
of the four years, and begin hunting for a homestead, 
which was hard to find by then, as this was before 
odd numbered sections had been opened up for 
homesteads. Albert had stayed with our uncle and 
aunt, and attended Glenvale School one summer. I 
think this comprised about one half of his school 
education, as Father found him too useful, and send
ing children to school wasn't heard of then. 

Father had gone by train and "Shanks Ponies" 
(on foot), to the Millwood area, first, as it had been 
reported there were some homesteads available 
there, but didn't find anything, so came home, and 
next time took the old team and wagon, and took 
Albert with him. They went first into the Eden area, 
which is northwest of Basswood I believe, as there 
was a quarter there still on the homestead map, as 
available. This was very wrong, as, when they 
reached it they found a man had owned it for some 



years, and had it under full cultivation. From there 
our men moved on, I think, toward Shoal Lake, still 
not having heard of a place, but somewhere between 
Shoal Lake and Rossburn they met two men who 
were drawing grain into Shoal Lake. Father had been 
asking everyone he met if they knew of any vacant 
homesteads, and Billy Schilds said he had recently 
filed on the N.E. Y4 of 20-21-24 and that the N.W. 
quarter was still vacant. Father left Albert, with the 
old team, and the wagon, camped on the road al
lowance - they had travelled by then to just outside 
of Robert Taylor's home. "Bob" Taylor saw Albert, 
only fourteen, camped there in an open wagon box, 
in a strange district, and he went out and persuaded 
him to move into their yard, put the team in his bam 
and took Albert indoors. 

Father walked back to Shoal Lake, took the train 
to Minnedosa, where the Land Office was then, filed 
on the homestead, caught the next train back to Shoal 
Lake, and walked back to Bob Taylors'. I don't know 
just when they left there, but they came north as far as 
Henry Palmers - NW-24-20-2S. This was truly one 
of Sam Walter Foss' "House by the Side of the 
Road," and they were friends to all and sundry -
anyone who called and needed help of any kind. It 
had been raining hard, and they were both soaked to 
the skin. Mrs. Palmer was just as true a Christian as 
her husband. She fitted Father and Albert out with 
Henry and Clair's clothes, and she washed and dried 
all their clothes, and had them dry for them in the 
morning, thereby earning Mother's undying grati
tude. 

From there they went up to where Ed and Bill 
Butler ran a ranch. They had bought a quarter of 
16-21-24, and they also had each taken a homestead 
on the same section. They stayed at Butlers, and next 
day Bill Butler took them to the homestead, which 
was our home until October 20th, 1964. They were at 
Butlers several days, and put up a very rude sort of 
shack - Father hadn't much idea of how to make a 
good one. Then, they came back to where Mother 
and we were living in a leaky old house on a friend's 
farm. Amy was at home then, to help with all the 
moving. 

The first day of the move Father took Albert and 
me and the cattle, part way to Newdale. We were to 
work the cattle slowly in that direction. Then Father 
went back, loaded some of the most necessary of our 
belongings, and Father, Mother, Amy, and Agnes 
came in the wagon and overtook us. It was starting to 
rain hard again - it was a very rainy summer, so 
when we came to a home close to the road Father 
went in and asked if we could stay there. The young 
man in charge was a Walter Davidson, and he and his 
younger brother, Frank, made us very welcome. 
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Their mother and another lady had gone to some 
place to pick strawberries. Walter himself, had just 
come back from an unsuccessful quest for a home
stead, too. 

The boys helped doctor one of our team which 
took sick - Walter said he knew what it was like to 
lose one of your team when you were moving that 
way - they had lost one. I think this must have been 
a Friday. Saturday we were at Salt Lake, near Strath
clair. It was one of our rare dry spells. Father said if it 
stayed fine we'd stay camped and rest over Sunday, 
but if it rained we'd have to keep travelling. It did stay 
fine on Sunday, but began to rain around 3 a.m. so 
camp broke early. I remember that at Shoal Lake, the 
road we were on passed under the railway bridge. 

We met Ed Butler, who said we were to go into 
Billy Hamiltons, when we got that far, as it was 
raining - which we did. Mother got Father to stop at 
Taylors long enough for her to thank them herself. 
We travelled on to Henry Palmers, and went in there 
to thank them again. From there we went to Harry 
Sleighs, where we spent that night. At that time the 
only trail went down a draw, and right through his 
yard. The next day, which also must have been fine, 
we went to the homestead, by ourselves. 

It was a very small and primitive structure, on the 
base of the hill, and not even levelled off. We stayed 
in this until our sod-roofed house was built. The 
neighbours gave us a "bee" to raise it. I know there 
were Sam and Andy Crookshanks, uncles of Elida 
Palmer and Violet Brown, Gordon Plant, Sam 
Liscum, and Bill and Ed Butler, and Dan Cameron. 

Mother and Amy cooked the dinner, and of 
course they ate out-doors. I think we also were cook
ing and eating outdoors. Mother certainly knew 
hardship galore. I don't remember any of the women 
coming. Dan Cameron and Bill Butler came the next 
day to help cut the door and windows, which were 
just large square bam windows - one in east, two in 
south and one in the west. The logs for this were just 
rough, white poplar logs, The door was just made of 
ungrooved lumber, and there was no door knob. 
Father made a very primitive latch of lumber scraps 
and had an old leather boot lace to raise and lower it. I 
don't suppose there was another like it in all Man
itoba. 

Father and Albert cut another set of logs to build a 
stable for our team of horses, and our few cattle, and 
Tom Bradshaw, 28-21-24 helped them build it. He 
was a very strong man - not extra tall, but heavy set. 
Albert had noticed how the other men cut the cor
ners, and Mr. Bradshaw and he did the "cornering". 
Albert was very quick to learn. These two buildings 
had notches cut, top and bottom in each log, to fit 



securely on the others. These are very crude looking 
corners. 

In our later buildings, Albert had learned from Dan 
Cameron how to use a broad axe - you can sometimes 
see one of these in antique collections - chalk line, 
and blue chalk. In 1908, our farm house, which 
is still standing, was completed. It is badly weathered 
now. Albert had hewed the logs, mostly tamarack, 
and the corners were neatly "dove tailed". Our first 
house just had poplar poles, laid close together, cov
ered heavily with a layer of hay, and then covered 
with two rows deep of sod, one cut side down on the 
hay, the top one cut side up, with grass sides together. 
And the "chimney" was a length of stove-pipe, 
which I think came through the centre of a large old 
pan. Inside the ceiling was covered with heavy white 
building paper. This roof was warm in winter and 
cool in summer, and for about two years was pretty 
satisfactory, but by the end of that time the sods were 
getting rotten, and the heavy rains would soak it, and 
it would leak. The paper would sag where a pool of 
water gathered until it burst, and a deluge of dirty 
water came down. Poor Mother would be setting 
dishes and pans on the beds and all over. At first we 
had a dirt floor everywhere. Then Ed Butler brought 
rough lumber enough to cover half of it. So the 
"bedroom" end had a floor. Albert's bedstead was 
still in the unfloored end. 

Father and Albert had been helping put up hay. 
They were to get hay to winter our stock - but two 
small 'slipes' of hay were all they got. The weather 
was very cold and wet, and after days of chilling rain, 
we had the first September blizzard to go down in 
history. 

On the twelfth of September it began to snow 
early in the morning, and was soon a raging storm. 
We had no stable yet, and the team had been kept tied 
to the wagon, and the cattle tied to trees. They let the 
cattle loose, but the poor old team had to stay right in 
the open. This storm made drifts several feet deep, 
and it was more than three weeks before they all 
melted. Whether it was the result of that storm that 
caused it or not, soon after the best one of our team of 
horses dropped dead. 

There was very little crop in our part at that time. 
I think Jim McBride- 6-21-24 had the most crop, all 
oats at that time. He had part of it cut, but owing to 
the continual rain, there was a lot not yet cut. The 
storm had twisted and flattened it hopelessly. He was 
cutting what he could, one way, and offered the rest, 
free, to anyone who cared to cut it with a scythe. 
Father was an expert with a scythe, so he cut all we 
needed to winter our stock, or I don't know what we 
would have done. Albert went with him, and helped 
get out potatoes, until there was feed to coil. I think 
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Jim may have given him potatoes for his work. 
Butlers lent us a horse for a while. 

After the snowstorm our cattle decided this was 
an- unfriendly country, and started back to Rapid 
City, but they didn't go the route we'd brought them, 
but started, by instinct, through the dense bush 
southeast of us. It fell to Albert to find them, and 
bring them back. I often think what a task that was for 
a fourteen year old boy. But by faith and the wood 
lore he'd stored up in his head, he did it. They had 
gone a good way. I don't know how he managed to 
bring them back, but he did. They had missed being 
milked for two days or more, and they had a hard 
time getting them back to their milk. 

Times were never easy even with our own home
stead. The land was hilly and gravelly. Albert and 
Father were never through picking stones. We made 
our living milking cows. Before the 1920's we pur
chased another quarter NE 18-21-24. This was great 
for pasture, as the Birdtail River ran through one 
corner of it. It was quite a chore bringing and taking 
cattle from and to pasture, but the walk was pleasant 
as half the distance was through spruce. 

Sisters Amy and Katie were long since married 
and had families of their own. Mother was learning to 
be a real pioneer. She made almost everything we ate 
and wore. We put down eggs for winter in crocks and 
covered them with a mixture called water glass. By 
spring they were getting strong but still good for 
baking. We made cottage cheese and butter for win
ter. One thing our homestead did produce was a 
bountiful garden, which never froze. We never had a 
garden failure, even in the dirty thirties. 

Albert, Agnes and myself never married. We saw 
the hardships the other girls endured so were quite 
content to remain single. Albert was an excellent 
provider. Agnes and I were forever canning, which 
we enjoyed, and our friends gave us joy beyond 
measure. 

There rarely was a Sunday we failed to have 
company and we continued Father's practice of hav
ing religious service from father's Anglican prayer 
book through the years. We rarely got to church 
while on the farm. 

We kept in contact with our neighbors, no matter 
how badly we were snowed in and only those who 
have experienced the isolation in those days can 
possibly know the comfort it brought in long cold 
winters. One thing which was such a comfort to 
Mother and Father was we had all the wood we 
needed. No longer did we have to stay in bed all day 
like we did at Alexander. 

We all lived to old age on the homestead. 
By Bessie Hiscock 



Reminiscences 
When we were small children, there were no 

baby foods or fancy toys to keep us healthy and 
happy, but plenty of food - plain foods - home
made toys. I still remember myoId "Biddy" doll 
carved from a stick of stove wood. 

Our Mother made all our clothes. Most of the 
cloth was bought from pedlars who walked from 
house to house, and carried a huge pack on their 
backs; also a suitcase that held the small articles, and 
from that we would maybe get a ribbon for our hair, 
and Mother would get the cloth for our dresses, etc. 

We were always warmly clothed, and had to be, 
as the homes were not heated with furnaces like they 
are today. Before going to bed, Dad would stuff the 
big box stove with wood, that would be burned out 
before morning, and the dipper might be frozen in 
the water pail. 

We had a lot of cold - 40 below weather, but we 
children loved the outdoors. We had hand sleighs and 
toboggans, and a good slide within yards of the 
house. Once during the winter we would have a party 
and have the neighboring children over. After we got 
done sliding, Mother would make us a big pot of 
taffy. 

The Christmas Concert was a looked-for event. 
The Church would be full of people and a huge 
Christmas Tree. The gifts, all unwrapped, were hung 
on the tree, and after all said their piece, and Santa 
had passed out the gifts, lunch was served; than a ride 
home in the sleigh box. When we got home, Dad 
soon had the fires going and we were off to bed -
tired but happy. 

As we grew to school age we were glad when 
winter was over, as we had two miles across country 
to walk, very often on snow shoes. We missed a lot of 
school when it was very cold or stormy. The school 
was heated with a big wood stove, and would only be 
lit minutes before school time. Many mornings we 
sat around the stove until it was warm enough to get 
to our desks. During the winter we melted snow for 
drinking water. In the summer months we got the 
water from a spring at Bruan Creek. 

As spring arrived and the ice left the Birdtail 
River, we watched for the log-drive, when the river 
would be full to the banks with logs. They were cut 
during the winter in the Riding Mountains and piled 
on the ice, to be floated to Birtle to be sawn into 
lumber. Gangs of men worked back and forth to keep 
the logs moving, as they would jam at the bends. 
Men would have to run across the floating logs with 
long spike poles to loosen jammed ones. It was a wet 
and dangerous job; two young men lost their lives by 
drowning. One was Mr. and Mrs. Merritt's son and 
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Percy Armstrong setting up camp - Alex Cleland's hunting 
lodge on 30-21-24 (1946). 

Alex Cleland on his trick horse Doc (30's) - Doc would do just 
about anything Alex asked him to. 

These Boys are Well Protected - Gordon Kilburn and Alex 
Cleland with two wolf hounds and a billy goat. 



the other was a young man from Sweden, Ole Olson. 
They lie in our Cemetery. 

In the summer months there were many chores 
we children could do, and saved many steps for 
Mother and Dad. Looking after milk and cream those 
days was not easy. There were no Cream Separators 
- milk had to be set in large pans and put on shelves 
to set for twenty-four hours to let the cream rise, then 
it was skimmed off. Everyone had to have a Milk 
House. They were built with a sunken floor and a low 
wall, so they were cool in the summer heat and a good 
store room for winter. 

The settlers had many ways of making do with 
what they had on hand. Ifthe coal oil can went empty, 
they twisted up a small piece of rag and stuck it in 
some grease, and they had a light. If the yeast was 
going down, they put a bun-sized piece of dough 
from that day's baking on a plate and just set it in the 
cupboard, a little soaking, then a little flour to the 
water and soaked dough, and you had yeast. Soap 
was made from ashes and put in a barrel with a hole 
near the bottom; water was added, just enough to 
keep it dripping from the hole near the bottom. This 
was used with grease to make ajelly-like soap. It took 
out the dirt and ate your fingers if you used too much 
of it. 

Submitted by Georgina Cleland 

The Valley People 
I would like to pay a tribute to the early settlers 

who took up homesteads in the Birdtail Valley eight 
miles north of the town of Rossburn in 1879. 

I was born there in 1911 and I remember most of 
them before they passed on. They were always called 
"The Valley Folks" by the people of Rossburn. I left 
myoid home there in 1933 and I have many happy 
memories of the different events that took place as 
well as the sorrow that we all shared with the passing 
of many of our loved ones of all nationalities. 

Everyone welcomed our Ukrainian brothers who 
moved there after the turn of the century and also 
those who came before 1900. We were all one 
people, regardless of race or culture. There was none 
of that nonsense that we hear so much about today in 
the eastern provinces. We helped each other and no 
doors were locked to anyone, no matter where they 
came from. If you needed help, you didn't have to 
ask. We all knew what went on in the neighborhood 
and news travelled fast once we all got the tele
phones. Those that didn't have a phone would get 
over there even if they had to walk. Times were hard 
but nobody went hungry. Trading back and forth was 
the rule of that time as quite often you couldn't get to 
town but some of the neighbors would pick up what 
you were in need of, and a lamp was always left lit in 
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some window, just in case someone was lost at night 
in the wintertime. 

Life was made easier when the automobile ap
peared. They were just a buzz buggy which got you 
from point A to point B and back and thank God for 
barbed wire and rope or nobody would have ever got 
where they were going on time. The old tire pump 
and a box of cold patches was the most important part 
of your equipment, along with the axe and adjustable 
monkey wrench and a big hammer and a coal oil 
lantern to hang on your radiator if the lights went out. 
Lots of people had quite a bit of fun learning how to 
drive those things. They wouldn't stop when they 
said "whoa." It was hard on gates and fences and 
real rough on the chickens and ducks that might be 
out on the yard. Those buggies had only two wheel 
brakes that were" not much good at the best of times. I 
remember one old guy. I was teaching him how to 
drive his Model T. I spent about three hours showing 
him what made the wheels go around and after har
vest, the fields were the best place for someone to 
learn how to drive in the field. He seemed to be doing 
pretty good so I said "OK you are on your own. I am 
going for dinner," and he said "I think I will too," 
and took off for the house. I walked back to my car 
and when I turned around I saw the boards fly off his 
back fence and out he came. I caught him on the fly 
as he went by and I said "Throw out the clutch." He 
looked down at the floor and said "That dammed 
thing isn't in there." We hit the woodpile and that 
stopped her. I had to take the car back to town and put 
a radiator, headlights, and a few other things but he 
made out OK except for a few dents and scratches 
here and there. 

Fifty years has surely made an awful change. I 
just drove through the area last week and I felt so 
depressed. I just didn't stop anywhere for I would 
want to remember those places as they once were. 
There is no one left now that I knew as a boy except a 
very few but they don't live there anymore. 

There are so many people that played such an 
important role in the lives of all. It is hard to say 
which one contributed the most, but the one man that 
was outstanding was Mr. John Plant. He was known 
and loved by all as an advisor on all the livestock and 
saved mmy an animal's life and spent many hours as 
well as travelled many a cold winter night just to help 
someone in need. When he was offered pay, the 
answer was "To hell with you. I may need your help 
someday myself." He was a man that was as honest 
as the day was long and underneath those whiskers 
was a heart of gold. Another man we all missed was 
Mr. H. Sleigh. 

That was during the period shortly after the First 
World War in the area of The Valley where we lived. 



There were the Cochranes, Mr. R. Plant, Wilsons, 
Smith, Parmalee, McBride, Sleighs, 1. D. Grant, 
Angus Grant, John Plant, R. Paul, Fardells, Yorks, 
Merritts, Karmazanuiks, Semeniuks, Craigs, G. 
Plant, and ourselves, the Wakefields. North of The 
Valley were the Ewanchuks, Walkos, Camerons, 
Crookshanks, L. Plant, Hiscocks, Butlers, Browns, 
and all of our Ukrainians who lived just south of the 
Riding Mountains. They were hard working people 
that cleared the land and built their homes and always 
had an outstretched hand to anyone that needed help 
or passed their way and we all shared what we had 
together. They were the anchor, I often thought, that 
held the north of The Valley and I feel safe in saying 
that we all owe them so much for coming and build
ing their homes and sharing their lives with us all. I 
can't remember all the names of those who passed 
that way. They were like brothers to us. They needed 
us and we needed them. 

There was an old couple that used to come to our 
place. Dad said, "Mike, there is a garden. If you 
want to use it, go ahead." That was in the early 
spring of 1914 before the war. There were two boys 
going to college in Winnipeg who decided to build 
themselves an airplane and fly home some place 
west. The day they flew over The Valley was some
thing that was hard to explain to many who had never 
heard of such a thing as an airplane and fear is awful 
if you don't know what you're afraid of and you can't 
imagine the stir that it caused. There was a Negro 
fellow, Bob, that used to be in the neighborhood and 
he worked all over, sometimes at Yorks, Merritts, 
and our place or anywhere he was needed. He was not 
too fast but a good steady worker. He was liked by 
everyone, always laughing and telling yarns. Well, 
on this day (I was about three years old), Bob was 
showing me how to build something when we heard 
the roar of that plane. I can still see him - a black 
man turning white and I guess that is what scared me 
most. He grabbed me up and was in the house in one 
jump, pushed me under the table, and started to cry 
and count his beads. Mother came in and said, 
"What the devil is going on Bob?" but he was too 
scared to speak. All he could say was" Jesus come." 
Dad was asleep and he came off that bed, grabbed his 
gun, and I think he was outside before he had his eyes 
open. Mike and his wife knocked him down and ran 
over him as they came racing into the house and fell 
down on their knees crying and trying to pray. All 
Mike could say was "Oh Missus, Christ come, him 
on cross. " Mother pulled me out from in front of Bob 
and went outside. Dad was sitting on the ground 
laughing. Mother said "Oh look it's an airplane," 
and after it flew over, they came in and tried to 
explain to Mike and Bob what it was they had seen 

17 

but it was quite a while before they would go outside. 
The phone started to ring. Men, horses, and cattle 
had all taken off on the run and some never showed 
up for two or three days after. There were some 
Indians camping on the north quarter and when dad 
went for cows, he said it took him about an hour to 
talk them into coming out of the swamp. They were 
scared stiff. And to those poor people it was a cross 
they had seen, and nobody was going to tell them any 
different. I don't suppose anyone slept too well that 
night. Most of the people were hunting strays and 
trying to calm their fears. 

I could go on and on telling of the many things 
that happened. Joys and heartbreaks, courage, and 
the many acts of kindness of people whose memory I 
will never forget. We were all held together, as one, 
regardless of culture, race, or religion or color of skin 
and a cornerstone should be placed at the old 
Ranchvale crossroads in memory of those who once 
called that home. 

In the Village of Rossburn there are so many that 
we all owe so much to. I could never name them all. 
One that was very outstanding was Mr. Robert Ped
en. He always had something on the go. The old 
sawmill at White Water Lake was a godsend to many 
of us during those hard years. There was Mr. Peikoff 
whose general store supplied everything. He was a 
man who had a hard life before coming to Canada 
and if anyone was in trouble, they could always 
depend on Mr. Peikoff and his sons, no matter who 
you were. I remember when mother was so sick and 
Dr. Evans told dad that she would have to go to 
Winnipeg for an operation. Dad said he would have 
to go to town to see if he could borrow some money 
to send her. He was just getting ready to go and who 
should drive into the yard but Mr. Peikoff and Malak. 
He gets out of the car, walks over to dad and says 
"The doctor told me you needed money. Your wife is 
sick." He handed dad two hundred dollars and 
walked back to the car. Dad said, "I have some cattle 
here you can have as security," and the son said 
"You can pay us when you can." You can bet he was 
the first when we sold the cattle. The town of 
Rossburn was made up of people just like that -
people that were bound together. Each and everyone 
who suffered sorrow and happiness held a bond of 
friendship and faced all odds that might befall them 
or one of their neighbors. Those of us that are still left 
that knew those people who lived long ago will 
always have fond memories of the happiness that they 
gave us when we were young and the fun we all 
enjoyed together long ago. 

By Albert E. Wakefield 



George Kelso inthe doorway of the Rossburn Creamery, 1917. 

Bob Costello's Dray Team. Sitting on the horses: Elsie Irwin, 
George Kelso. 

A Sto.ry of Life as It Was in the Days of 
The Kelso's 

James Kelso moved from Russell to Rossburn in 
1909 with his wife, two daughters Annie and Jessie 
and son George. Mr. Kelso was a butcher by trade 
and worked for Jasper Strong. He left Rossburn and 
in later years passed away in Grandview, Manitoba 
August 12, 1961 at 87 years. His wife was a dress
maker and active in the Women's Missionary So
ciety. In her later years she lived with Jessie who was 
a school teacher- Mrs. Kelso passed away May 20, 
1965 at the age of ninety-one. Annie was one of the 
first telephone operators in Rossburn. Jessie taught in 
a number of schools and was recognized as one of the 
best teachers in her field. She left teaching for awhile 
and worked for the Department of Mines and Natural 
Resources, then returned to teaching in Roblin. The 
last ten years was principal of the elementary school; 
when she retired she took up painting as a hobby and 
also looked after her failing mother. She married 
Alvin Kines, postmaster at Roblin, who a few years 
later passed away. 
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Jack Cummings hauling cream to the Rossburn Creamery. 

Herb Shipley, cream hauler, 1922. 

As for George, Miss Darnley was my first teacher 
in Rossburn. My last teacher was Mr. Victor Hugo. 
He was well respected and a excellent teacher. I recall 
him keeping all the boys in after four. He asked us to 
empty our pockets out on the desks, what a con
glomeration of stuff. Mr. Hugo walked up and down 
the aisles, then returned to one of the desks, picked 
up some keys. One of the keys unlocked a drawer in 
Mr. Hugo's desk where he kept his strap that was 
missing. He dismissed all of us but one, who was 
Russell (Skinny) Harrison. (Enough said). 

I still have my certificate of passing my exams 
signed by R. Fletcher. Would have liked to have gone 
further in school at this time but had to quit school 
and go to work. My first job was to help Tom Stitt put 
in his crop. I finished with him on a Saturday night. 
That night I went into Mr. Hough's store and he hired 
me to work for him in his creamery, three quarters of 
a mile north of Rossburn on the west side of the road. 
Before I go on I must tell you my first experience of 
creamery work which appears in a book, "Manitoba 
Dairying" by C. H. P. Killick. It was as follows, 



"Johnnie Martin was hauling cream for the Rossburn 
Creamery, and one day he was not able to take his 
trip, so asked Lawrence Warnock and me if we would 
take his route for him into the Ranchvale, Glen Elmo 
districts. To make a little money we both agreed to 
take it which meant we had to play hookey from 
school. The outfit he gave us was, a single wagon box 
with many broken boards in the floor, a team of 
horses one having a large wart on the side of its 
mouth so they could not use a bit, but they strapped 
the lines to its halter. Going down a hill we had a hair 
raising ride as we could not hold this one horse back 
with no bit in its mouth. We did not upset the load of 
cream but when we came to our next stop for cream 
we discovered we had lost the scales through the 
wagon box floor, so we had to guess the weight of the 
cream. In getting the cream at the farms an iron arm 
was clamped on the side of the wagon box, on this we 
hung the spring scales and a pail that we dumped the 
farmers cream into from various pots, lard pails, 
dishes, etc. After the pail was full we took a sample 
of cream for the butterfat test, weighed the cream and 
emptied it into a wooden octagon shaped barrel lined 
with a round circular metal container which would 
hold about two hundred pounds of cream. It had a 
funnel shaped splash pan in it to keep the cream from 
splashing, and a heavy lid. Being no grading of 
cream it was all mixed together. The old time cream
eries had high receiving platforms to roll these bar
rels off on and into the vat where they were emptied. 
The metal vat was suspended in a wooden tank with 
space around it where pieces of ice were put in the 
water. To cool the cream to a churning temperature a 
man stood on a platform at the end of the vat and 
stirred the cream back and forth with a large wooden 
rake. At this time little did I think I would ever work 
in a creamery. 

I have looked through the history of Manitoba 
Dairying and all I could find out about the early days 
regarding dairying in Rossburn was in 1890 where 
the Shoal Lake cheese plant was transferred to 
Rossburn. I have been told of men who operated 
Rossburn creamery as manager and buttermaker, 
such as Mr. Sutherland, Mr. Southworth, and Mr. 
Chas. Douglas whom I started to work with in 1916. 
Then I worked with Mr. Jack Farrel in 1917. 

In 1920 I decided to go to the University of 
Manitoba and take up Dairying. I passed the exams 
and received my diploma. I came back to Rossburn 
and became manager and buttermaker in 1922. 

There was not sufficient cream in the winter 
months to operate the creamery, so I worked for Bob 
Costello in the winter doing his draying. 

I married Olive Irwin March 27, 1923. We had 
two daughters, Betty (Mrs. Harold Keast) who lives 
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in Roblin. Phyllis (Mrs. N. Murdy) who lives in 
Winnipeg. Olive passed away April 1967. 

The fall of 1923 Mr. Hough sold his creamery to 
Smellie Bros., & Co. I started working for Smellie 
Bros., February 1924. I made the remark to Mr. John 
Hay, manager of the Bank of Toronto at Rossburn, I 
hoped some day to win the Dominion Championship 
for buttermaking, which I won in 1933, also the 
Western Canada Championship. 

I still have a letter from Mr. John Hay congratulat
ing me on the win and reminding me the goal I 
worked for. I also have a couple of letters from Mrs. 
T. C. Peden which are masterpieces, telling me Rus
sell could not take all the credit of me being a good 
buttermaker as I was one before I left Rossburn. I 
retired when Smellie Bros. & Co., sold out in 1959 at 
which time I was partner supervisor of our five 
plants, and vice president of the company. 

I recall the 1918 flu which took many lives in 
Rossburn. I was lucky and did not catch it. I also 
recall the many tasks we did in helping those in need. 
I must mention an undertaker at that time, it was 
Howard Alexander. He needed help one day to bury 
Hugh Johnson and Tom York, then return and em
balm a man by the name of Lang who was rounding 
up conscientious objectors. He had passed away with 
the flu and being dead so long before we could attend 
to him, it was hard to get the blood moving, anyway 
with no rubber gloves we went to work rubbing and 
finely with the rubbing and the fluid used the blood 
began to move. The life like expression started com
ing to his face and I can still hear Howard saying, 
Gosh Kelly (my nickname) we are bringing him back 
to life. Howard's many remarks helped keep our 
spirits up in the gruesome task. 

In spite of the flu, five of us went big game 
hunting and camped in the Gunn Lake cabin. The 
five were: Stewart Hamilton, Donald McDonald, 
Roslyn Young, Henry Miller and myself. Space does 
not allow to tell of the week we spent while up there. 
In one word it was wonderful and a wonderful bunch 
of fellows. 

I think I could write a book on Rossburn but I 
must mention one more thing that comes to my 
memory. It was a Rossburn Village election. A man 
who had not lived in Rossburn too long made the 
remark they needed intelligent people in the Council. 
He ran for Mayor and was defeated. So this needed a 
reminder of the statement he made which was re
sented by many Rossburn citizens. Dave Mitchell 
had made three cement crosses about five feet high 
painted in a light brown color for cemetery use and 
had them stored in Dick King's rink. Two husky 
fellows decided to use one of them for the occasion. 
They painted on the cross "The downfall of the 



intelligent". It was erected in the centre of the four 
comers on main street, the Bank comer, Hook's store 
comer and the two church comers. Next morning the 
intelligent person seeing the cross was really angry 
and said something had to be done about it. The 
husky chaps were never found. Halloween- - - -
Humerous to some. 

We tied binder twine to the village bell, threw the 
ball of twine over the telephone cable south of the bell 
tower and took it down behind the Methodist Church 
Manse. We pulled the twine and rang the bell, many 
people came on the run to the bell tower and it being 
dark they could not see the twine tied to the bell. We 
did this periodically until somebody climbed up on 
the bell tower, discovered the twine and cut it. 

I am glad to have had the opportunity to live in 
Rossburn and start my career in dairying which I feel 
has been successful. I recall many fond memories in 
the fifteen years I lived in Rossburn and often think of 
the many friends I made in the Village and the sur
rounding districts. Geo. Kelso 

A Visit to Mr. and Mrs. M. Luba 
As we sat sipping coffee in the kitchen of their 

modem home in Angusville, I marvelled at their 
success in Canada. Coming from the Ukraine in 1900 
as babies, they had inherited the pioneer spirit and 
determination of their parents. Through hard work 
and thriftiness, they have given their children educa
tion and a new way of life. 

If Mrs. Luba, as a child, had today's oppor
tunities, I am sure she could have excelled as a gradu
ate Home Economist. With modest pride, she 
showed me her scrapbook, a course on baking and 
cooking as offered by the Extension Service - all in 
her own beautiful handwriting, for which she gives 
credit to her teacher, Mr. Mayowsky. 

Until 18 years ago, she was a prominent exhibitor 
of baking, sewing, dairy products, poultry and vege
tables. She would bake all night, prepare vegetables 
early in the morning, hold a lemon meringue pie in 
one hand and another of equal importance in the 
other as they travelled by democrat to Rossburn, 
Russell, Birtle, Binscarth, Shoal Lake, Strathclair 
and Oakburn fairs. She won the Eaton Special prize 
for 21 years. She exhibited successfully at Gilbert 
Plains, at which time she won a gold wrist watch for 
gaining the most points for all her entries. During her 
30 years of competition, she had won almost five 
thousand dollars. With part of this money, she ac
quired a fur coat and a chest of silver. So perfect were 
her exhibits that at one time the Oakburn Agricultural 
Society barred her from entering, as it discouraged 
other exhibitors. The first exhibit she had at Rossburn 
fair was in 1925 and she quit in 1955. 

by Mrs. 1. Burgess (Agnes Thom) 
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Rossburn School as it appeared a few years after Mrs. 
Lindsay's "Trip into memory lane -1913." Situated adjacent to 
the present location of Rossburn Elementary School. 
Yesterday's Doctor - The Prairie Publishing Co. 

Come With Me For A Walk Around The 
Pretty Little Village of Rossburn (A trip 
into memory lane - 1913) 

Come with me for a walk around the pretty little 
village of Rossburn. 

Just to waken on beautiful Victoria and hear the 
birds singing is a joy in itself. 

Here we are surrounded by trees; black poplar, 
maple, and spruce in abundance. Down at the end, 
where the Lovers' Lane begins, we can find birds' 
nests and fruit in season. Here the Maples end. 

Let us visit some wives this morning. Mrs. 
McFeetors and girls, Lilla and Florence, are busy 
getting settled. They had recently arrived from 
Neepawa and Mr. McFeetors had purchased the 
Lumber Yard from Ross and Stewart. Across the 
street we find Mrs. Williamson, who was preparing 
to leave. They had rented their farm and are moving 
to Winnipeg. No time to visit there. Just time for a 
cookie and we are on our way. 

On this side too, we find Mrs. Ross and two little 
girls; Beulah and Beryth. Mrs. Ross teaches music, 
both piano and vocal. She also plays the organ in the 
Methodist Church and leads the choir. What a help 
she is to the young people. Mr. Ross is away preach
ing. 

Next door to her; we find Mrs. Wicket, the drug-



gist's wife. They have recently arrived from Neepawa 
and are getting established. 

Now across the street and a short stop with Mrs. 
Kelso and Jessie. The others are all at work. Annie is 
in the new Phone Office up town. 

Next door (in Vivian Stitt's house now) we find 
Mrs. Burbank and Marian. Mr. Burbank is a lawyer 
and recently moved from Solsgirth. Marian decides 
to walk too and see what it is all about. 

Along our way our next break is at Hough's next 
door. Here we have to stay. Mrs. Hough knows what 
we are doing and is surprised we are not even collect~ 
ing for something. Children collected then, too! 

Now we go to Beirnes'. Mrs. Beirnes and her 
daughter May Ross were pleased to see us and have 
so many interesting things to show us. Ewart and 
Harold are interested too. 

Next door we find no one home. Mr. McMullan 
batches there with his twelve year old son. So, we go 
on our way. 

Next door we find the Carsons. (Alice and Nell). 
Mrs. Carson informs us that we are to be careful and 
not act smart. We re-cross the street and take up 
where we left Mrs. Wickett busy getting settled. Next 
door the carpenters are working at the doctor's new 
house. 

Next, we find Mrs. Gilroy and her two tiny tots. 
Her husband had a tragic death and she is so alone. 
We spend some time. The tiny baby needs care and 
the little tot Mabel, some attention, but we must be 
on our way. We pass the tennis court where no one is 
playing as we are too early. Jimmy Irwin's little place 
is empty too. 

Next door we find Miss Darnley's house. Poor 
woman, her romance with Sam Warnock had fallen 
through and heart broken, she resigned her school, 
sold her home, and had left for the east. However, the 
new buyers, George and Mrs. Sinclair, were home 
and Edie is ready to play. She comes part way with 
us. 

Now we are at the driveway to the elevators. We 
cross over and visit Dr. and Mrs. Evans and Paddy 
who have been waiting to get into the new house 
being built across the road. They are pleased to see us 
and have lots of time to visit. 

Now, to Tom Peden's we travel, where all the fun 
begins. The baby is growing every day and the house 
is full of other children who are ready for the day's 
mischiefto start. Mrs. Peden has time for us - what 
are a few more young folks in her busy life! 

We cross through the backyard where Mrs. Warn
ock is in the garden. We have our visit here but must 
see Gertie inside. We have our little talk, then cross 
over the street and there is Mrs. King. "What are you 
kids doing out on this hot day? Come in here and have 
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a cold drink." We certainly do and enjoy it too. Then 
with a real rebuke for our trouble, we are on our way. 

We cross the railroad track and we hit the busi
ness section. First we arrive at Hough Bros. and 
Wickware and receive quite a welcome. We meet 
Tom Young, Dave Hough, and Tom Peden, all ready 
with new jokes and time to lease. 

Next stop is the Methodist Manse, where Mr. and 
Mrs. Cook and Arthur are ready to entertain us and 
anxious to know what we are doing. 

We pass the church and tum south to Harlow's 
Blacksmith. Mr. Harlow wipes his hands on his ap
ron and takes time to show us his big anvil and hot 
irons. Vino drops in for a chat. The father, who had 
passed on, was a legend in his day. He would shoe 
your horse or pull your tooth. 

Crossing the street, we come to Dan Pradinuk's 
livery bam and find Dan busy with the horses. We 
love to watch him cleaning the ones he is renting out 
to some travellers. 

Now we walk to the boarding house and find Mr. 
and Mrs. Partridge busy preparing dinner for board
ers and farmers who stop for dinner. 

We go onto Mrs. Wm. Young's (Aunt Teenie's) 
where we are advised that it is too hot to be out but we 
thank her, and carryon into the Post Office and phone 
office combined, where Mr. Young, Lil, Annie Kelso 
(Mrs. McIntosh) Dolly Glavin, and Mr. Elmer Wil
son held sway. 

Now, should we go to the bank? We decide 
"yes", and go to visit Mr. Tucker, manager. Tom 
Menzies and Gordon Lang enjoy taking a minute to 
chat as business is not pressing. 

Here we tum east to visit Mrs. and Mr. Strong, 
Pearl and Mervin (Jim). Pearl joins us and we cross to 
Peikoff's store. We find Mr. Peikoff and Rosa busy 
sorting stock. What a huge collection he has. You can 
buy a baby blanket or an axe. The family is all 
upstairs and Mallie is busy outside, probably training 
a horse. 

Now to the Hook building- - today the Co-op. 
Mr. Lee, the lawyer, is busy in his office at the back, 
while Mr. Hook, Fred and Bert are busy in the store. 
Mrs. Hook is in her beautiful English apartment 
upstairs. 

Next we go to the butcher's and watch Jasper 
Strong who is busy sharpening his big knives to 
prepare to dress a beef. 

Mr. Wickett, in the drugstore, is pleased to see us 
and we visit for awhile. He is very interested in 
young people and is pleased to see us come in. 

Mrs. Fox's restaurant, next door, is a stopping 
place for young people. We have good times there. 
Buster, Pearl, and Helen, are ready for fun. We even 
have a cone. This building had been occupied by the 



Smedleys, whose daughter was born there and later 
married Jimmie Walker, Mayor of New York. 

Mr. Sirett is busy opening a law office next door, 
and we do not tarry. We continue to V. W. Johnson's 
store where V. W. and Roy Carter are happy to see us. 
Here we get chocolate bars. 

Next door we find Harry Johnson and his ma
chine shop, Massey Harris'. There the men gather to 
gossip. We leave and stop at the Hardware Store with 
Cam Bedson, the only bachelor on the street, and Joe 
Hendry in the tinsmith at the back. They are not too 
busy to show us around and show us what they have 
on display. We love to feel grown up. 

Next door, Mr. Scott is busy sewing and repairing 
harnesses. He is a very stout Scotch man and we love 
to watch him work and listen to his Scottish brogue. 
Of course, when we get outside, we try to imitate 
him. 

Mr. Shields is at the north Livery bam. Here, too, 
men are busy with farmers - horses had been driven 
miles into town and need a place to rest while owners 
shop and visit. 

Now we cross the street and on the north side is 
Tom Harrison's, where the big forge is shooting 
sparks out into our view. 

Here also is Hugh Warnock's old building for 
chop and food, where in later years Miss Proctor held 
her violin classes in the front. Harry Brugman lost 
his arm in a belt of his motor that was providing 
energy for town lights. 

From here we cross west as we must visit 
McKees. Maude and Cass are there and they want to 
come too. South a short piece we find Ross and 
Stewart Lumber Yard and the Municipal office with 
Dad in the chair. And, what do you suppose? "Will 
you girls copy those few statistics for me?" Well, 
never mind - we each get a nickel. 

Now it is time to cross over to the Bee Hive Hotel 
and Mrs. McKinnon and Laughie. What a lot of little 
boys and Rae! The pies and goodies do smell good 
but we must be on our way. 

On we go to Joe Peden's where trouble had hit. 
Their dear little boy had been taken. Zelma wants us 
to play with her so we stop awhile. 

We travel south to Ben McKee's, which is on the 
comer opposite the Hough Wickware Store. Ben and 
Mrs. McKee are out but Wilma is there and comes 
with us across to visit Mrs. McKee. (Aunt Minerva to 
all) in her little house on the west comer. She is very 
frail. 

We walk back over to McKees and then on to the 
Presbyterian parsonage. Here a bachelor minister 
lives - Mr. McKay. It seems to me that women are 
not objects to be paid much attention to, so we pass 
around to the Presbyterian Church on the comer. 

We tum north and up to the Lloyd's furniture 
repair building. There is nothing interesting there but 
at Miss Lloyd's Millinery Shop we just have to see the 
hats and try one on. We tum west and visit Mrs. 
Lloyd in her house. Our circle is complete. 

- Alice (Carson) Lindsay 

Picnic at McKee's farm. Standing: Alice Carson, Mabel McKee, Pearl Strong, Boyd McKee, Percy Armstrong, George Black, Bob 
McKee, Mr. Hugo, Evelyn Black, Ralph Stitt, Wm. Stitt, Agnes Armstrong, Art Southworth, Lilla McFeetors, May McDonald, Gertie 
Warnock, Mrs. Wickett, Tom Menzies. Sitting: Marion McKee, Abbie Black, Mabel Stitt, Lome Lawless, Anne Cormack, Sam 
Warnock. Front Row: Beatrice Wickett (little girl), Nell Carson, Margaret Black, Cassie McKee. 
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A Tribute To Our Pioneers 
Our pioneers 
With work-worn hands they built a home 
Upon the prairie sod, 
And toiled together underneath 
The loving hand of God. 
Through days of restless labor, 
And many murmured prayers, 
They battled with fatigue 
And the cold of winter airs. 
So many words of kindness 
Were spoken to relieve 
A weary heart which otherwise 
Might lose its strength and grieve. 
They survived the long, cold winters 
With kindness strength and love, 
And spring time saw a country 
That they were so proud of. 
Now I, their descendant, 
Thank you so much, God, 
For Canada so great, 
Built on this prairie sod. 
So strong and young and free, 
Untroubled by their fears, 
Now all I ask you, Lord, 
Is to bless our pioneers. 

Local Place Names 

Author Unkown 

The following information is gathered from -
Place-Names of Manitoba, published for the 

Geographic Board by the Department of the Interior, 
1933. Altitudes in Manitoba, Publication No. 46, 
Surveys and Engineering Branch, Geodetic Service 
of Canada, 1942. 

Birdtail: creek, Assiniboine River, 15-27-1; also 
P.O. 20-25-1 (1915), Bird Tail River on map of As
siniboia, 1811. 

Birdtail, C N. Railway Station elevation 1716. 
Glen Elmo; P.O., 21-25-1 (1911). 
Lizard Point; Indian reserves for Waywayseecap

po and Sioux bands. 
Marco; P.o., 20-23-1 (1913). 
Mears; P.O., 21-24-1 (1925), named by the 

postmaster after one of the villages called Mere in 
England, modifying that name slightly. 

Oga: (Olha) P.o., 19-23-1 (1908); after Olga, 
Russian princess of the 10th century; one of the saints 
of the Russian church. 

Rossburn; village, 19-25-1 (P.O. 1880); also mu
nicipality; after R. R. Ross, settler from Moles
worth, Ontario, in 1879. 

Rossburn, C.N. Railway station elevation 1937. 
Ruthenia; P.o., 21-25-1 (1924); after Ruthenia or 

Little Russia. 
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Vista; village, 19-24-1 (C.N.R. 1905); originally 
"Ita"; changed to Vista, owing to the" lovely view" . 

Vista, C.N. Railway station elevation 1946. 
(Local early residents claim this was formerly 

"Islay", after an island of Mann). 
Information assembled by Yvette Brandt 

The Story of Rossburn's Fire Bell 
In preparation for Canada's 1967 Centennial ob

servances at Rossburn on New Year's Eve, 1967, the 
old fire bell was again set up on the Town Hall 
property after being 'in retirement' for a number of 
years. There was at the time some discussion about 
the history of the fire bell. A clipping from The 
Rossburn Times published in 1914, reads in part: 
When The Bell Rings " The fire bell donated by the 
C.N.R. Company to the Village of Rossburn is now 
placed in a good central location, a volunteer fire 
brigade organized, and various equipment pur
chased, such as ladders and fire buckets. Is that all 
that is necessary? We hear nothing of drills. Are the 
people going to wait for a disastrous fire before 
finding out just what will happen should the bell give 
forth its dread alarm at any unexpected moment of 
the day or night? The best equipment may be pro
cured, and the most expert advice given, but it is up 
to the citizens themselves - each one of them - to 
see that we are ready when the frenzied ringing of the 
fire bell shall tell of the dire need and call for our aid. 
It's up to you." 

Rossburn no longer makes use of its Fire Bell as 
modem fire trucks now provide protection for rural 
and village residents. The old fire bell is in retirement 
and provides but a memory of the past. It is now 
located atop the fire hall roof (beside the Town Hall). 

A Pioneer Ukrainian Wedding 
This is the year 1918 in Canada and I will describe 

a typical courtship and wedding of Ukrainian pioneer 
families. Traditions differ somewhat from region to 
region. In some instances the following took place. 

Parents usually suggested to their son that it was 
time he should get married and though there were no 
phones, word always got around that in a certain 
household there is a young daughter. An Uncle or 
Dad's best friend or both elders would accompany 
the boy on this visit to the girl's home. Upon arrival, 
the boy's companions informed the girl's parents of 
the purpose of their visit and described the good side 
of the boy and what property he owned, etc. In the 
meantime, the boy and girl were sometimes sent to 
another room to get acquainted. In one of these 
situations, the boy and girl, being complete strangers 
and shy, never exchanged a word during the whole 
time they were together, while in the other part of the 



Old= Time Weddings, Orchestras, Music 

Ukrainian Wedding at Charney's. 

A dance at Vista with the orchestra on this occasion being: L. 
to R.: Peter Sidlar, Alexander Danyleyko, Dunc Mcintyre, Mrs. 
Les Hamilton. 

John Leschasin's wedding, 1918. 

Orchestra: Peter Hachkowski - dancer, Steve Matiowski -
violin, Peter Lamb - dulcimer. Picture taken in 1940. 
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The Melody Orchestra. Mike Urbanowski, Mervin McDonald, 
Lawrence Urbanowski, William Johnson, 1940. 

house the elders had already set the date and planned 
the wedding. 

The weddings usually took place during the win
ter months, because large quantities of food could be 
prepared and kept without spoiling rapidly. About 
two weeks prior to the wedding, the bride-to-be and 
her bridesmaid would ask a brother or a friend to 
accompany them and drive the team of horses as they 
made invitational calls to homes and personally in
vite people to her wedding. The bride wore a corsage 
and ribbons in her hair, and the bridesmaid wore a 
corsage only. Upon entering a home, the bridesmaid 
announced the bride's intention. The bride would 
then bow low and say these words. "My father and 
my mother and I, invite you to my wedding which 
will take place at such a time and place." All wed
dings at that time took place in their respective homes 
as there were no dance halls then. 

The groom and his best man with corsages and 
ribbon on their lapels also went inviting people that 
were on his wedding list. In most instances the bride 
and groom had separate wedding celebrations taking 
place on the same day. 

On the wedding reception day, most of which 
were held on a Saturday, elderly guests arrived early 



and were greeted by the bridal party with music 
supplied by violin and cymbaly (dokimar) players. 
The guests presented the hosts with a gift at the door, 
which was mostly in a form of a kolach (braided 
bread). Some brought a live hen as a gift. 

The young people arrived later in the evening. 
Everyone was treated to a meal and beverages. The 
dishes served were borscht (beet soup), homemade 
egg noodles and chicken broth, holopchi (cabbage 
rolls), cold pork roast, chicken meat and stewed 
prunes. Beverages consisted of cherry and grape 
cider and beer, all contained in wooden barrels. Also 
65% proof whiskey which was diluted with water at 
serving. At this time corsages and wreath making 
was in order and the decorating of the tiny spruce tree 
(a symbol of love) that was propped in the middle of 
the kolach bread. This bread was the korowy (wed
ding cake). 

The bride had her own best man that helped with 
these ceremonies. As the wreath making took place, 
the ladies sang appropriate songs for this. The wreath 
was made of myrtle sprigs interwoven with a narrow 
white ribbon. This wreath was worn by the bride and 
had four meanings to it: 

1) a crown tiara - an ancient tradition, a bride 
like a queen on her inauguration. 

2) green - for life and love never to turn yellow. 
3) white ribbons - like doves of love everlast

ing. 
4) the shape-like a wedding ring. At one time 

there were no rings of gold but braided of 
sprigs of green which bonded two people to
gether as do our gold rings of today. Life, 
love, prosperity to be intertwined - bonded 
as this wreath. 

After this, the groom arrived with his best man 
and an elderly family friend, called" Starosta". To 
the singing of the ladies, the groom and best-man had 
to "payoff" for their corsages. If the sum of money 
was satisfactory the singing would stop. Then the 
groom and his party returned home to join in the 
wedding festivities at his home. 

At this time the bride's best man took her for a 
dance after which he had her seated on a special 
chair. Her parents then undid her braids and her 
sisters and brothers combed her hair. Then the brides
maid would put the myrtle wreath and long ribbons in 
her hair. The guests then stepped up to present the 
bride with a gift of a small sum of money accom
panied with a veevat song (special song for a bride or 
groom) and toasted with a glass of wine. After this, 
dancing, singing and card playing was in order fol
lowed by a midnight meal. Some guests would then 
depart for home while those from a distance stayed 
overnight. 
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Next morning, being Sunday, the groom and his 
party arrived at the bride's home. The bride dressed 
in a colored dress, for example, a silk blue dress with 
sheer sleeves, the myrtle wreath and a full length 
white veil on her head, joined the groom with her 
bridal party and they departed to church for the 
marriage ceremony. The nicest team of horses was 
picked to drive the bridal party to the church. The 
horses were gayly decorated with ribbons and bells. 
Now, we decorate cars derived from the old custom 
of decorating harnesses on horses. Parents did not 
accompany the bridal party to church. They re
mained at home to make preparations to greet them 
upon their return from the church. 

Following a hot meal and dancing, the groom 
then took his bride to his parents' home. After they 
were greeted, the groom was seated in a special chair 
with a small pillow placed on his lap. The groom's 
best man took the bride for a dance and seated her on 
the pillow on the groom's lap. The groom's family 
then removed the bride's wreath and veil and re
placed them with a shawl on her head. At about 9:00 
p.m. the bride's parents, relatives and friends ar
rived. Dancing and feasting continued till morning. 
Then the guests departed for home and the new 
married couple began their new life. 

Although the match-making was done for them 
and the newly married couple went through many 
pioneer hardships, shared the home with their in
laws, there were very few marriage break downs. 

submitted by Mrs. Mildred Leschasin and Mrs. 
Anna Kukurudz 

Invention of Snow Plane at Rossburn 
Back in the mid 1920's, Delmar King got the 

bright idea to try and make a snow plane. It was built 
in the waiting room of the old King rink, which was 
located about where Mrs. Elva Cameron's home now 
is. We used a 4 cylinder Henderson motorcycle en
gine, 4 ordinary skis and a skeleton frame. The prop 
was in front. When completed it was so light we 
couldn't steer it. It was dismantled. What we had 
attempted to do was all trial and error as this was a 
brand new idea. 

In a year or two, down at the farm at Vista, we put 
a model T ford engine in a frame above the chassis 
and backwards. It had no tires, only bare rims, but it 
took off okay. It went about 30 feet and hit a big 
wooden tool box. The propellor ended up in match
wood after it settled to earth. A disaster!! Mrs. King 
had bought that prop and had forbidden us to touch it. 

The next plane was also built down at the farm in 
Cyril Hammond's shanty. It had three runners, Chev 
490 engine, Model T steering post, and two old 
steam engine flues for a frame. The seat was a foot-



Snowplane built by Delmar King of Rossburn. It was used for 
livery and pleasure. Picture taken at W. H. Halliday's farm at 
Vista. 

board from our old McLaughlin placed crossways. 
This machine was a pusher. After completion, I took 
it to Vista. It was stock shipping day so I took a few 
guys for a ride. Then Delmar took it to Rossbum. 
Success at last! 

The next plane we built had an open cockpit that 
held three people. It was canvas covered and nicely 
painted. It was a four runner affair and also a pusher 
type. The runners were thirty-six inches apart to fit 
the sleigh tracks. 

The next one was built mostly by Delmar King 
and used a 1932 Ford B engine to push it. The body of 
aluminum was closed in and held three people. The 
two rear runners were 72 inches apart and there was 
one front runner. We used it a lot for pleasure and 
drove police and doctors all up through the Riding 
Mountain. 

In war time Delmar became quite an authority 
with propellors in the Air Force at Vancouver, B.C. 
Later, in civilian life he was a foreman on propellers. 

as told by John Halliday 
Qualicum Beach, B.C. 

in April 1981 

The Spirit Lives on: 
The Memoirs of Anton Kiez, Pioneer 

An excerpt from the upcoming book "The Spirit 
Lives on: The Memoirs of Anton Kiez, Pioneer" -
edited by Margaret Juce. 

One day in the summer of 1900 my father and I 
went to Rossbum. He wanted to find someone who 
owned a stallion so that we could have our mares 
bred. He did not know the English language so we 
had to 'talk' with our hands. 

Father and I went to the store where now stands 
the bank. A German by the name of Cooper, (who 
knew some Polish) and Hamilton, a Scotchman, 
were the store owners. 
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Anton Kiez, pioneer. 

To the west was a white-painted Anglican 
church, farther west Peden's farms. The school was a 
mile east. 

To the north was a blacksmith shop. Near it stood 
a wagon on which was a good amount of hay. Two 
bay horses were tied behind the wagon, eating the 
hay. 

I saw these bay horses tied to the wagon so I drove 
there. Father went to the store, after telling me to 
pasture our mares near the wagon we saw there. 

"I shall go to the store, and you wait for me by 
those men there. " 

So, I sat on one of our mares as they grazed and 
observed these men. 

One stout man sat on the wagon tongue. He was 
dressed in overalls, jean jacket, wide brimmed straw 
hat, high boots unlaced. He was unshaven; his beard 
black and curly. He sat there, large bellied, breathing 
heavily, smoking a pipe. 

Four other men stood beside the wagon, talking. 
My father came towards them. 
"Glory be to Jesus Christ," he said. 
"Glory, forever," they answered. 
Father saw by their clothing that they were from 

Halychyna. He said, "Where do you come from, 
brothers? I have not seen you before." 

"We are from west of here, about 12 miles, where 
there is a river," one answered. 

"I don't know where is the river, but my son-in
law Danylo does, because last year he was lost in the 
bush there. Four days he wandered around, until 
some English homesteader saw by his clothing that 
he was a 'foreigner', and brought him to the store 
here. Then Danylo knew the way home ... But I am 
asking you, from where in the Old Country did you 
come?" my father asked. 

"0-0-0-0 we came from Elawchi. I am Juce, the 
one on the wagon tongue is my son-in-law Melnyk, 



those two are brothers - Luba, and the tall one is 
Drosdoski. " 

"Where did you land, and when?" 
"We came in 1899 in May, and landed there, 

west, at Russell. We went southeast and took up 
farms. " 

Then there was conversation about the forests, 
the hills, and the rocky land. 

"May you remain healthy," father said, as we 
left. 

This was the meeting of pioneer Tymko Kiez and 
pioneer Nykola Juce. 

Pioneers' Re-Union 
On July 7, 1949 an important community event 

was held at Rossbum to give recognition to the 70th 
anniversary of the first Anglo-Saxon pioneers to ar
rive and the 50th Anniversary of the arrival of the 
first Ukrainian and Polish pioneers. The event was 
recorded in the following article published at that 
time: 

"Over 1500 people attended the Pioneers' re
union held in Rossbum July 7, 1949. The day was 
held to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the arrival of 
the first Anglo-Saxons and the 50th anniversary of 
the arrival of the first Ukrainian and Polish settlers. 
The parade from the town hall to the fair grounds 

included two floats, one being for the Anglo-Saxons 
and one for the Ukrainian and Polish. The English 
float included many implements and objects back in 
1879 and also the old and modem farms and homes. 
The Ukrainian Polish float had one of the old houses 
used in the year of their arrival in 1899; also men and 
women were seated on the float dressed in their 
native clothes. 

At the fair grounds E. Moffat was chairman. O. 
R. Hodge gave the "official welcome address" in the 
absence of Mayor 1. G. Stitt, followed by R. Peden, 
one of the old pioneers, who addressed the people 
talking about the pioneer days. Hon. F. C. Bell was 
guest speaker and told the people about his pioneer 
days. Mr. Glushka, a pioneer of 1899 addressed his 
own people about his own pioneer problems. 

A Ukrainian folk dance and choir was presented 
by a few of the Ukrainian pepple dressed in their 
native costumes. Another guest speaker was 1. N. 
Mandziuk who spoke in the absence of Judge 1. W. 
Arsenych. Mr. Mandziuk also introduced to the au
dience Mr. Fred Hulyk who is believed to be the only 
surviving person that came to this district as an adult 
in 1899. Following this, another Ukrainian Folk 
Dance was enjoyed by the many spectators. 

Reeve Harris Huston also spoke a few words 
regarding the Memorial Project. 

This group of Ukrainian pioneers had all resided in Canada over 50 years when this picture was taken. Standing, L. to R.: Andrew 
Hryciuk, Mike Glushka, Mrs. Andrew Hryciuk, Mrs. John Danyleyko, Metro Danyleyko, Mrs. Metro Danyleyko, John Danyleyko, 
Mrs. John Antonichuk, Mrs. Joseph Wladyka, John Antonichuk. Sitting, L. to R.: John Derkach, Domincella Derkach, Safron 
Shermeta, Mrs. Dmytro Yarmey, Dmytro Yarmey. 
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At 6:30 P.M. a baseball game was held between 
Langenburg and Hamiota with Langenburg taking 
the game by a long shot. 

Two Y2-mile Indian Pony Races were also held in 
the late afternoon. 

A dance in the evening to the music of Ozzie 
Diamond's orchestra was attended by a large crowd. 

Net proceeds for the day amounted to over $600. 
Net proceeds from the booth operated by the Ukrai
nian Ladies' Aid amounted to $64.91. 

My Experience as a Sawyer 
My first experience with a sawmill was in 1931 

when Alex Mazur hired me for a hook-man. After 
two years I became the main sawyer for him when he 
moved his sawmill to the Mears district - on Joe 
Silewich's farm. I worked there two winters, till 
Mike Swystun took my place as the sawyer. I was 
hired by Solomonowich from Inglis, who set up a 
sawmill on Alex Melnyk's farm at Silver Creek. In 
1939 I was hired by John Skomorowski who rented 
the sawmill from Alex Mazur. 

In the meantime I was searching for the main 
parts of a sawmill to set up my own mill. A 32 in. saw 
blade was all I acquired. In the winter of 1940 I 
started building my own mill - a shaft and other 
parts from an old threshing machine, binder and seed 
drill. The clutch was made from birch bark. I 
changed my mind, and used a 42 in. saw blade which 
I received from Bill Hyra. The threaded plate was 
made by Nick Slobodeski, who was the blacksmith in 
Rossburn. 

When news got out that I had started making this 
sawmill on my homestead (on S 32-21-25) in 
Ruthenia, people started hauling logs. I couldn't 
disappoint these people. My kitchen in the house 
became the work-shop. By the time the frame and 
carriage was finished, the yard was filled with piles 
of logs. With 2 men helping me, we started my 
sawmill powered by a John Deere tractor, a Model D 
with 2-speed head. That winter we sawed 200,000 B. 
ft. of lumber. I operated at home for 3 years. I sawed 
4000-7000 ft. per day, depending on size of logs. 
Many buildings were put up in this area. 

In 1943, Bill Brykaliuk asked if I'd consider 
moving my mill to his place, as his neighbors were 
anxious to have it in that area. I accepted the offer. 
That winter we sawed over 200,000 ft. In 1946 I sold 
this sawmill to Mr. Brykaliuk for $250.00. 

I built another sawmill in 1948 on S 33-19-24, 2Y2 
miles east of Rossburn. I had bought this farm from 
Wilson Stitt (previously the Bill Peden's). I sawed 
lumber for all the buildings I put up through the 
years, and did some for others. I concentrated more 
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on farming. This mill was sold to Frank Blackie in 
1973. 

As a sawyer, working for others I received $2.50 
per day (others received as little as $1.00 per day). 
The man who chopped wood for the steamer used at 
Mazur's was paid 75¢ a day. Other mills used gas 
tractors. In Ruthenia I charged $4.00 a 1000 ft. for 
sawing. Out of this, 2 or 3 helpers had to be paid, and 
meals given. 

by Harry Boychuk 

A New Publisher Arrives 
Oliver R. Hodge, now publisher of the weekly 

"Commentator" at Bow Island, Alberta, tells of his 
trials and tribulations in motoring to Rossburn in the 
days when highways were not up to present stand
ards. Thirty-five years ago, road maintenance or the 
performance of cars did not match up to present-day 
expectations. 

"I think it was late February or early March, 
1948, when we first journeyed to Rossburn. We left 
our home at MacGregor, Manitoba, and the roads 
were in good condition. As we journeyed west and 
north we encountered more and more snow, and used 
more and more gas. By the time we arrived at New
dale we realized that we would need additional fuel to 
complete the trip. It was nearly midnight and we 
noticed that there was a huge crowd at one of the halls 
in Newdale (a dance was in progress). Soon we had 
the gas tank filled and we were on our way to Shoal 
Lake. The road from Shoal Lake to Oakburn left a lot 
to be desired, but it was a dream compared to the 
nightmare we encountered from Oakburn to 
Rossburn. We spent a good portion of the night 
between Oakburn and Vista, shovelling, pushing, 
trying to make it through. There were three of us, my 
wife Roberta, and my brother Jim. When we made 
the turn at Vista corner the road looked somewhat 
better, but it was only a few hundred yards until we 
were stuck again. The battery on the old 1928 Dodge 
was growing as weary as the occupants and when the 
car stalled it was necessary to jack up the back wheel, 
put the car in gear, and start turning on the wheel. We 
went through that performance at least a half a dozen 
times that night. About half way between Vista and 
the Brown farm our journey was to come to an abrupt 
end; the motor in the Dodge said, "I've had 
enough". We burnt out a connecting rod. The 
weather was reasonably mild that morning, but it was 
extremely foggy. We couldn't see further than the 
fence at the side of the road, and sometimes not that 
far. We waited for an hour or so in the car and then 
proceeded to walk towards Rossburn. We arrived at 
the Brown farm and they provided us with food and 
shelter. Later that afternoon we completed our jour-



ney to Rossburn, transportation courtesy of Jim Stitt 
with a team of horses and a stoneboat. We made 
much better time with our new method of travel. 

If there had been any method of leaving Rossburn 
that day we undoubtedly would have welcomed the 
opportunity. But by this time the roads were blocked 
more solidly than the night before. We spent the 
night with the Review publishers, Mr. and Mrs. Herb 
Bowley, and the sun shone beautifully the following 
day. By Tuesday the roads were open again and we 
were on our way back to MacGregor with the knowl
edge that we would be returning to Rossburn on April 
1st to assume our new responsibilities. 

The second trip was different than the first, but 
there were still lots of problems. Early on the morn
ing of April 1st we journeyed from MacGregor to 
Portage la Prairie by car (not our own; it was in 
Rossburn with a ruined motor). We bought our bus 
tickets and found a seat on the bus. Everything was 
going great until the driver came to pick up our 
tickets. 

"Rossburn", he said. "This bus hasn't been 
going to Rossburn for two weeks. Erickson is the end 
of the road." 

What could we do? We had to be at Rossburn on 
April 1st, so we had convinced ourselves, and in 
conversation with the bus driver he suggested that we 
enquire about the trains. 

There was no train service to Rossburn that day, 
but there was a train to Shoal Lake. At Shoal Lake we 
managed to get a ride by car to Oakburn, but that was 
the end of the road for sure! 

Finally, we found a way. We went to Mike's 
Garage and hired Mike to take us on our first snow
plane ride. The gravel on the road provided many 
more problems than the snowdrifts, but Mike guided 
that faithful machine in and out of the ditches, up and 
over the drifts, and we arrived on schedule, April 1st, 
1948." 

Motor Toboggan Manufacturing 
Peter Leschasin, as a district farmer, must be 

recognized for his inventiveness in the manufactur
ing at his farm workshop of snow toboggans back in 
the 1950s and the 1960s. 

From a very early age, Peter Leschasin had been 
interested in mechanics. He spent many winter eve
nings in an unheated and lantern-lit top storey of a 
two storey granary on the old homestead in the 
1930s. There, at the age offourteen years, he built an 
all wood frame lathe (which he still has) and a fret 
machine with the meagre tools of a plainer, saw chisel 
and wood bits. 

It was always his desire to somehow challenge 
the snow. Living thirteen miles from town, people 
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were snow-bound for most of the winter during many 
years, and the challenge became ever stronger. 

In 1958 he built his first snow toboggan. He 
advertised it and found people interested in an open 
toboggan. He then designed and built open tobog
gans and sold them as far north-east as Battle Har
bour, Labrador and as far west as Revelstoke. By the 
late sixties and early seventies the motor snow tobog
gan gained such popularity and demand that indus
trial companies began producing them and a little 
shop could not compete. He had sold nine motor 
toboggans. 

After this he built himself a bale boat and farmers 
around found the need of these and he built over fifty 
of them on request from farmers. When the round 
balers came out there was no more need for bale 
boats. 

The "Snug-Bogg Motor Toboggan" was manufactured at his 
farm workshop by Peter Leschasin during the late 1950's and 
1960's. This machine, manufactured in 1962, sold for $1,250 
with cab, or $1,050 without cab. Unconditionally guaranteed 
for 30 days according to the brochure, Leschasin Motor To
boggans were sturdy machines and were sold to customers in 
various locations in Canada. 

Students Select Name For Lake 
"Lake of the Prairies" was chosen as the winner 

in a contest to name the 40-mile-long lake formed 
behind the Shellmouth Dam on the Assiniboine 
River in western Manitoba. 

The name was submitted by the 43 students in 
two grade six rooms of the Rossburn Elementary 
School at Rossburn. 

The Department of Mines and Natural Resources 
conducted the contest which was open to students in 
classrooms in grades one to nine in the Intermoun
tain, PeIIy Trail and Birdtail River School Divisions. 
More than 80 entries were received from teachers on 
behalf of their entire classrooms. 

The winning name was submitted to the govern-



ments of Manitoba and Saskatchewan and to the 
Canadian Permanent Committee on Geographical 
Place Names for consideration. 

As winners in the contest, the students in grade 
six at Rossburn Elementary school each received a 
provincial pin featuring the province's buffalo em
blem. The entire class received a plaque to be dis
played in the classroom, and the school received an 
eight-volume set of Ernest Thompson Seton's" Lives 
of Game Animals." The presentation was made at 
the school. 

The winning classes said they chose the name 
Lake of the Prairies because there was presently no 
river or lake named for the prairies and they felt such 
a name would show how proud they are to live on 
Canada's prairies. 

The new lake was created as water is held in the 
Shellmouth Dam reservoir. The dam, provides flood 
control and water conservation on the Assiniboine 
River. It is 70 ft. high and 4,000 feet long and 
required more than 3,600,000 cubic yards of earth 
fill, the reservoir will also stretch back into the Shell 
River to provide water recreation facilities at the 
Asessippi Provincial Park which was scheduled to be 
opened for Manitoba's centennial in 1970. 

Building A New Life In Manitoba 
When I drive through the country I can see the 

houses of yesterday, abandoned, some in ruins, oth
ers being used for granaries; or maybe in use until a 
grand new house is built. My heart bleeds - people 
lived there. They loved and were loved. Children 
laughed and played. Those old walls rang with hap
piness. All this has drifted into the past, and the old 
house seems to cower in sorrow. 

On my 80th birthday I look around me and realize 
that my life is drawing to a close. I turn my thoughts 
backward over a very happy past. A past that no 
children today could expect to repeat. 

We were a second generation, building upon a 
solid foundation which our parents had worked and 
suffered untold hardships to build for us. My parents 
had lived long enough to direct us in the paths they 
hoped to see us follow. But what a pity we did not 
always see the light. 

I do not write this in order to date early history. I 
was not here. I only write from memory what I heard 
as a child. No one else will have recollections like 
mine. I gained these from listening to older people 
and forming my own conclusions from what they've 
said. 

When mother heard me tell a story in later years, I 
still can hear her say, ''Alice you can't remember it, 
you were not even born." But that cannot wipe those 
clear pictures from my mind. 
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Each old-timer that passes leaves a rift. That 
passing tears a piece of my heart away. Somewhere 
we worked together or played, or a single hearty 
laugh comes to my mind. Maybe I'm sentimental but 
I would love to go back and live for you the life I have 
lived on the Manitoba Prairies. 

So bear with me until I cover for you a bit of the 
suffering and strife that came before I arrived and 
made my life possible. This goes back to 1824. 

Among my mother's papers when she passed 
away was a newspaper dated 1901. It was printed in 
Whitewood, Saskatchewan, where my Grandfather 
Samuel Carson had just been buried. 

This was my Grandfather Carson, and my mother 
tells in her own words the story of their western trek 
in the Rossburn Reminiscence, written by Mrs. Reita 
Sparling in 1931. 

My mother's people were Hamptons and had 
come from Ireland to settle in New Jersey in the 
1840's. She was born in 1857, and while still a child 
they moved into Canada, settling at the Sable near 
Owen Sound. There she met the Carsons and later 
married my father, Robert Carson. He was born at 
Chatsworth, Ontario, the son of Samuel and Mary 
Jane Trotter. He was a twin. David, the other twin, 
grew to manhood but died very young. 

Dad was the restless one. He heard of a wagon 
train of neighbours who had decided to answer the 
call "go West young man" , and they were willing to 
accept healthy, 16 year old men to go along. 

They were well on their way, through the United 
States, and when they arrived in Chicago Dad de
cided to go "out on the town". Somehow he got 
separated from his companions and when the big fire 
began to really spread, Dad was hopelessly lost. He 
found a huge pile of logs near the water's edge and 
crawled in between them. There the breathing was 
easier and he stayed until morning. 

When he did get out, a dismal sight met his eyes. 
Chicago was ruined and where was his campsite? He 
found it eventually, but to his dismay, they had 
moved on. He was terribly let down. After a few days 
rambling, he met some folks going east, and he was 
happy to give up the West for a while. We always 
said, "he must have frightened Mrs. O'Leary's 
cow. " 

His next move was riding logs down Lake Michi
gan. I have no idea how long this lasted, but while we 
were living in Rossburn before the 1920's, Mr. Hay, 
the bank manager, found a magazine with a story 
about a tough gang of loggers who rode logs down 
Lake Michigan to Chicago. As Mr. Hay was a good 
friend and had heard of Dad's exploits, he brought the 
magazine to our house. 

Dad was elated. He read the story to us all about a 



tough group who were on their way down the lake. 
When a stopover at Grand Rapids was necessary they 
made camp and settled in for a rest. The story con
tinued, telling how the foreman had to make a trip to 
Chicago and found that the only reliable person there 
was a 17 year old boy, who was my Dad. Everything 
went fine until someone discovered some liquor. The 
quiet, pleasant card game turned into a real fight and 
the riot was out of hand. The article went on to say 
that "Police were called in to find a terrible fight 
going strong among the tough loggers, and no one in 
control but a very frightened 17 year old." 

Dad said, "What a laugh, I was left to sort-of 
keep charge, but I never did have control, and when 
trouble came who could keep charge of anything?" 
He really enjoyed it. Whoever had written that article 
must have been there. Dad passed away in 1924, and 
somehow during the years that followed, the maga
zine was lost. 

At that time he showed us the soles of his feet. 
Fifty years after his logging experience, the cal
louses were still rough and sore. Right up to his death 
those things bothered him. His feet had to be soaked 
to ease the pain. 

After his log-riding stretch, he returned home to 
Owen Sound and apprenticed with the druggist, Par
ker and Davis. He spent a number of years there, 
until he acquired his certificate enabling him to run a 
drug store. 

He went to an uncle in Stratford and borrowed 
money to get started and open a drug store in Dun
dalk. I have no idea of the date as the only time we 
heard of it was when my future husband arrived in 
Rossburn from Shelburne, Ontario, just one station 
from Dundalk. Dad opened up and told him about his 
exploits in Dundalk. 

It seemed that the uncle who was always referred 
to as father's very Christian uncle, decided he needed 
his money back right away. This was just when peo
ple began to discover there was a drug store there and 
business had started to flourish. The uncle's insis
tence had caused Dad to sell and lose all his work; but 
above all, he also lost his faith in business and in 
business people. 

In later years, we often wondered how Dad knew 
so much about medicine. He was always telling 
mother what to give us, and the boys how to doctor 
the animals. His knowledge amazed us, but until the 
last few years of his life we did not know where he 
received that knowledge. 

The failure of the drug store caused him to go 
home and farm among the stones at Holland Centre. 
The other brothers were established there and he 
decided to join them. He did not have much to work 
with; just youth, strength and determination. 
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Here he also met Eliza Hampton, a young girl 
who had been engaged to David, Dad's twin brother, 
until his death. They were married and settled a mile 
and a halffrom Holland Centre. The old house is still 
there. 

Times were hard in 1877, but they were "getting 
by". Mother always said Joseph was born and grew 
into a lovely little boy. However, this was not to be. 
Diphtheria hit and mother and father lost their first 
child. He is buried in Williamsford Cemetery in Grey 
County. Their hearts were broken. Times were hard 
and the future looked bleak. Dad became restless. 

By the late 1870's everyone was restless, and 
when Grandma and Grandpa Carson, and all the 
brothers and sisters were itching to "go West", Dad 
got the bug. Poor mother, she had her mother and 
father, growing old and frail, and she herself was 
expecting another baby. The prospects were not very 
inviting. However, as always happened, if Robert 
thought it best, it was best. So after the second boy, 
Horace, was born, plans were on the way. 

James Carson, an older brother, and William Car
son, a cousin, who had married their sister, Sarah, 
had been out to Manitoba in the early seventies, and 
had ridden logs down the Birdtail River for 
McArthur's mill. They had returned east, but as soon 
as homesteads were opened in Manitoba they re
turned in 1879; James to High Bluff and William to 
land five miles south and four miles east of where the 
town of Rossburn now stands. After they got settled 
they begged the others to follow. 

At last, in 1882, the big decision was made and 
the final plans were laid. All were on their way. 
Mother's heart bled. She was not only leaving the 
remains of her little boy, Joseph, she was also leaving 
her frail parents, whom she felt, needed her. 

The group traveiled by train to Winnipeg; then 
loaded all their belongings into wagons and jour
neyed to High Bluff were James was waiting. All the 
others had horses and were better equipped than Dad, 
who only had oxen and could not keep up with the 
others. 

They had heard of homesteads being opened in 
the Northwest Territories and planned on going 
there. In the meantime, they were fortunate enough 
to find a farm for rent at High Bluff. They moved into 
half the house and planted the crop. Then a group 
started walking to hunt for land. They travelled 
through miles of swamp and treeless prairie. Nothing 
at all seemed inviting until Dad arrived at his brother
in-law and sister's home on the homestead southeast 
of Rossburn. There he decided to stop and look 
around. He found the northeast Y4 of 6-19-24. That 
would be his home. The others proceeded to White-



wood, Saskatchewan, and all settled, lived and died 
there. 

Dad returned to High Bluff, took off the crop and 
threshed it. By that time it was getting on into Octo
ber. He had mother and Horace, who was now nine 
months old, a team of oxen, two cows tied behind 
and a wagon filled with all their earthly possessions. 

They travelled 11 days and nights. The cows, 
which were tied behind the wagon, pulled and tugged 
all the way. The first day they saw nothing but burnt 
prairie. The prairie fires had taken their toll. 

That night they found a farm house and were 
taken in. They were treated kindly and kept all night, 
but the animals remained out in the cold. The next 
day was much the same as the first, but the cows were 
much harder to control. Mother got out to try and 
persuade them to be more co-operative, but one cow 
jumped over the edge of a bridge into the waist-deep 
water. They were lucky as two men saw their plight 
and came out from a house some distance away. They 
cut the rope and let the cow loose, they got her out of 
the river. 

Sometime later they met in with a group on their 
way to Russell. They had a large tent and mother and 
dad were allowed to join the cavalcade. Others speak 
of covered wagons, but these early pioneers never 
thought of them, or perhaps the long train ride made 
their journey short enough that the idea was ruled 
out. 

The journey was not so tedious when they had 
company and the cows even travelled better. They 
camped at Salt Lake near Elphinstone, then found the 
stock could not drink the water. It was necessary to 
decamp and move on to get water. 

When they arrived at the south end of Shoal Lake, 
the Russell group took the Pelly Trail and our folks 
had to tum north. It was almost twenty-five miles, 
which is a long way with oxen, cows and a baby. 
They stopped at a house near Bryd Siding and asked 
for a nights lodging. I expect eleven days travel had 
not enhanced their appearance much and the people 
refused to accept them. This meant they would have 
to drive all the remaining distance. 

The snow had come and feed for the cattle was 
hard to find. Even money was worthless, with 
nothing to buy. They arrived at Uncle William and 
Sarah's on November 5th, 1882. 

That winter was spent with William and Sarah. 
Dad drew logs and lumber and shingles from the mill 
in the Riding Mountains with his oxen. There was 
enough wood to build a shanty, but only enough for 
half the floor. The other half had to wait. The win
dows were covered with cotton, and the hinges were 
made of leather. They moved into their new home in 
April. 
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Dad got some land broken and planted the first 
wheat. This was threshed, and meant a trip to 
Elphinstone, about 20 miles away, where he could 
sell the wheat and buy flour. He planned to go with 
two neighbours from Vista, but they had horses and 
his poor old oxen just slugged along. He met the 
neighbours coming back before he arrived in 
Elphinstone. They advised him to stay all night in 
town, but when he bought the lumber for the floor 
and ceiling, as well as the flour, he didn't have 
enough money to stay over. He started home and 
finally arrived at three in the morning. That first 
grain was sown by hand with a Gatling seeder and cut 
with a mower. 

By 1883 a mill had been built on the Birdtail river 
and they took their own wheat and had grists made. 
Imagine the elation when Mother found their very 
own wheat made such lovely bread. From this time 
on the wolf was not at the door so much. The wheat 
grew, but there was no market, so they got pigs and 
fed them #1 wheat. Dad would walk to Birtle, twenty 
miles away and sell the pigs. That was their yearly 
income. 

1885 had been a trying time. While Manitoba 
Indians remained their usual kind, friendly selves, 
the people always knew Riel was on the move and 
Saskatchewan tribes were very restless. Mother told 
me one day a neighbour came to discuss measures of 
safety should a rebellion occur. They talked it all over 
and arranged to dig ditches to hide in. That night Dad 
had been trying to whittle a double tree from a pole 
and set it outside, leaning against the wall. The wind 
got up in the night and the pole fell against the door 
and the door flew open, with the pole landing inside 
the house. They jumped to meet the invaders. No 
time to dig a ditch then. They stopped to laugh, 
nerves were on edge. 

Another anxious time was the eclipse of the sun. 
The world darkened about 11 o'clock in the morning. 
They had no way of knowing it was coming so, of 
course, they thought the end had come. It was days 
before the news arrived, informing them they had 
had an eclipse. The Indians also thought the end of 
the world had come, then decided that Riel's arrows 
had darkened the sun. 

Grass fires were the terror of the prairies, and one 
of the first things they did after getting a house and 
bam in place, was place a fire guard. One very bad 
fire took place in 1886. It came from near the Birdtail 
River and swept along a strip straight east as far as 
Vista. One man died of a heart attack trying to put the 
fire out. Dad had a stack of hay in the path of the fire 
and no fire guard. He ran to bum one when he saw the 
flames approaching. Mother saw he had forgotten 
matches so she ran to him. When he saw her coming 



he returned to meet her and send her back to save her 
life. Our neighbour hurried to borrow an ox to put 
with his horse to plow around the stack of hay. 

When the homestead was earned Dad obtained a 
pre-emption on the west Y4 of 6. That gave him a mile 
of land on the north half of Township 19, Range 24. 

With the extra stock, water was needed. Water 
diviners went over the farm and water was found on 
the western boundary which meant moving the build
ings one mile west. So the shanty was moved and a 
log barn built close to what we called the Little 
Slough. When the railway came to Solsgirth we were 
on the direct road between Kelloe and Rossburn. 

Times had improved. A second boy had arrived, 
the oxen had been sold and replaced with horses and 
another log house had been built. A few years later a 
lumber building was attached. The original log house 
was used as a kitchen with a large living room and a 
full upstairs which made for more comfortable liv
mg. 

The long awaited railroad did not arrive until 
1887 when it came into Solsgirth; not as close as 
expected but welcomed just the same. By this time 
the fourth boy had been born. 

The boys grew and were healthy with never a 
doctor near. I am sure none of them would have 
survived today's good care. 

Women got together and helped out if babies 
were arriving or sickness came. Mother especially 
remembers Mrs. Jim Stitt, Mrs. William Armstrong, 
Mrs. Hood and Mrs. William Carson, who were 
always on hand. She missed Mrs. Armstrong very 
much when she passed way at a very young age. But 
God had always seemed to find an answer. Mrs. 
McAinsh had just arrived and was a power of 
strength. Mother also received help from an elderly 
uncle of Dad's who had been crippled for life and had 
gone early to New York to learn a trade. He learned to 
sew and became a professional hatter, as well as a 
tailor. In later years he came west. He brought a little 
hand machine which sat on the floor beside him. This 
old machine was given to my mother along with 
hours of help and instruction in sewing. From then on 
when cloth could be obtained, she sewed. Even the 
boys' suits were tailored. That machine was a toy we 
played with in later years. What an antique it would 
be today. 

Mother was six years between the time she ar
rived and a new dress. Dad bought a piece of real 
cashmere in Ross's little store in Rossburn. There was 
a pattern too, so Mother had a new dress. She had 
brought a lot of good-wearing things with her. They 
had had sheep in Ontario and had made good use of 
the wool. She had spun it and woven it into dresses, 
blankets and rugs. Imagine rugs on a dirt floor. 
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These articles never wore out. Those blankets 
kept us very warm. Dad got a buffalo hide and the 
blanket made a lovely lining. They were rough on the 
skin; scratchy, we said, but very warm. Mother had 
been given a feather tick and pillows by her mother. 
How we loved Mother's bed where we were taken if 
sick. 

In 1887 prosperity was on the way. Dad drew out 
27 loads of lovely wheat, and things began to im
prove. 

Perhaps the greatest event of these times was the 
Canadian Pacific railroad coming to Kelloe and Sols
girth, 10 miles south. Riel had been crushed and the 
fear of the Indian rebellion removed. Now the West 
was on its way. 

The coming of the railroad meant mail to us. 
There was no town where Rossburn stands today, but 
mail was delivered twice a week to Mr. Ross's home. 
Because a direct route now passed our place a post 
office was opened there. It was called Lone Tree after 
the only full-grown tree around those parts. It was on 
the hill beside a sand pit which later supplied sand to 
the whole district. 

The post office opened a different life. Every 
Tuesday and Friday was mail day. Not only did the 
mailman come, but the neighbours all dropped in 
either to get mail or hope to get some. In later years, 
when the school was built, children came from the 
school to pick up the mail; quite exciting on the 
lonely prairie. 

About this time Mr. Joseph Sharman was granted 
a portion of land just west of our place. Some of the 
farmers found their land was included in this grant 
and adjustments had to be made. The farmers were 
granted land elsewhere. Mr. Sharman placed a num
ber of white-faced purebred Hereford cattle on the 
land and Dad replaced his stock with them whenever 
he could, finances permitting. 

This time too was the time that thought had to be 
given to schools. It really was the time to pitch in, 
and William Young, who did not have a certificate 
and had no children, offered his services as a teacher. 
This meant a lot to my parents. By 1890 there were 
five boys. The eldest was nine, and when the last boy 
was born it meant the new baby was the seventh son, 
(two were deceased). 

In later years, in some of our outrageous con
versations, it was suggested that the seventh son 
should have power to heal. He said, when a couple 
had requested to have him lay his hands on their 
deformed baby, the only way he would work was to 
take the child apart and put him together all over 
again. My we thought that was really something. 
Kids sure have weird imaginations, and the older 
ones filled the younger ones' minds to the limit. 

In 1889 Perth school was built about Y4 mile away. 



Services were also held in the school until a proper 
church could be built. The church played an impor
tant role in all of our lives. This role is discussed 
more fully in a later chapter. 

Schools meant teachers and a common meeting 
place. Times were improving. More land was 
needed, especially for feed. South 25:18:25 was pur
chased, which not only provided feed and pasture, 
but half of it was good wheatland and later became 
known as my older brother's home. 

New people had come and most of the land was 
homesteaded. Mostly these new settlers were Scot
tish and Irish, with a few English. It meant more 
people to share in the development. All this time no 
doctor was closer than 20 miles away, in Russell or 
Shoal Lake. 

It was a time of sharing. When death struck it did 
not strike one home alone. It struck the whole com
munity. When a neighbour, a dear friend of my Moth
er's, was taken, it shook our whole world. That 
family became Mother's responsibility, and she 
loved them like her own. This closeness has re
mained during all our years. 

In 1884 the Municipality had been formed and 
Rossburn became a spot on the map. Dad was on the 
first council and remained on it until he resigned to 
run for Reeve. He was defeated, but some time later 
he was given charge of the municipality's books, and 
our house became the Municipal Office. 

What a time we had. So many new Canadians 
arrived and names had to be deciphered. Many of 
them decided to change the spelling to a more man
ageable form. 

Through all the trials and tribulations, good times 
and bad, they were building; building for a new 
future, not for themselves, but for future genera
tions. Imagine men walking miles on a cold winter 
night in order to discuss the problems of the day. This 
would help build a stronger foundation. They called 
this the Debating Society and some strong arguments 
took place. The men often walked as far as Culross, 
in the dead of winter. Men from the north 3 or 4 miles 
called for Dad and so on all the way to the meeting. 
Sometimes they would not even walk home together 
after a particularly fiery debate. 

New schools were needed, churches had to be 
built and then the running of them took time. Dad 
was trustee and secretary of the Perth school from its 
beginning in 1889 until we moved to town in 1912. He 
fought its battles, lit its fires and thought it all his 
duty. He gave no complaints and received no pay. 
This was his donation to the future. 

Dad, being on the council, a great deal of Munic
ipal talk took place in our house. Arguments and 
secret plans were discussed and we were trained early 
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that what we heard discussed was not to be carried to 
school to impress the kids with how much we knew. 

The decision to build a church created an interest
ing situation. Dad was an Anglican, but a church was 
needed no matter what the denomination. Because 
the majority were Presbyterian the church automat
ically became Presbyterian, and the family be
longed. Sure they fought. When we lose our 
determination to fight for what is right, or what we 
think is best for all, our value to society is gone and 
we become useless. 

The Carsons were stiff Anglicans; to Dad, princi
ple came first. His word was his bond. How often we 
heard, "I don't like the principle of the thing!" 
Mother was a Methodist. If she was helping some
one, a little lie (then praying for forgiveness), was 
alright. But I can still hear Dad; "Eliza, it's the 
principle of the thing, a lie is a lie." When they were 
on their trek, she told me, when things were unbear
able she closed her eyes and prayed, but Dad's faith 
never wavered; "God will see us through." And He 
did. Whether it was the prayers or steady faith, who 
knows? 

In 1899 a new group arrived. These were from 
Ukraine and Poland. Their language, way of life and 
outlook were so different to ours that an awful lot of 
adjusting had to take place. When they came and 
found their farms situated in a very rough, hilly part 
of the country, covered in underbursh, they did not 
despair. They started to work and work they did. It 
was not long until the country was dotted with cabins 
built of logs, caulked with mud and with thatched 
roofs. 

Of course the money hounds were on hand and 
I'm sorry to say great number of these helpless, 
trusting people had to pay for their land twice, but 
through all this there was never a law case. They just 
paid. 

Soon not onJy houses, but beautiful churches 
appeared and a new life was opened for them. The 
difference they made in the community was noticed 
especially on the labour scene. They were hard work
ing people and even though they did not understand 
our language they understood how to work. Both 
men and women went out among the farmers, 
learned our language and our ways. 

By 1897 the times had improved a great deal. 
Money was not so hard to come by. A cheese factory, 
for which I still have the deed, was built and William 
Crowe (Marshall Crowe's father) was the first cheese 
maker. The farmers loaned cows and they hired a 
man who milked 35 cows night and morning and 
tended to the feeding. This carried on for some years 
and was later moved about three miles south of 



Rossburn, where it never regained its feet. The busi
ness failed. 

In this year two very important events happened. 
First, and most important, the first bank bam in the 
district was built at Lone Tree. Mr. Ross, farmer, 
preacher and carpenter had the contract. 

The other big event; the 8th child and 3rd girl 
arrived at Lone Tree, and it was me, Alice May. An 
old friend in his 90's, Ernie Finch, who had worked 
on the bam told me, when I visited him in Kenora a 
few years ago, that I had caused quite an upset. 
Mother had all the men to cook for- and nine mouths 
to feed. I don't think I was needed at all. Mrs. 
McAinsh who was with Mother when I was born 
(without a doctor), said I came in the worst storm she 
had ever witnessed. I had even upset the universe. 

Ernie also told me the first and largest bam rais
ing was held at Lone Tree and I was there demanding 
atte.ntion. He said Mr. Ross, farmer, preacher, car
penter and now nursemaid, made it a point to quit 
early, slip into the house and pick me up until such 
time as all the men were fed and Mother could relax. 

Yet, in all this commotion and work I never knew 
anything but love. My brothers were almost men, 
just the youngest one can I ever remember playing 
with us. Three years later my youngest sister arrived 
and our family was complete. I am sure they breathed 
a sigh of relief. Our brothers complained about the 
kids, but we were the responsibility of all, and even 
though we were pretty pesty at times, not one of them 
was ever allowed to slap us. They played with us in 
the summer evenings, teased us continually, and then 
went on their way. 

All summer long the bam was ours. The bins 
were empty and what lovely houses they made. We 
swept and cleaned, carried blocks of wood for chairs 
and boxes for tables. Outside of disturbing the 
pigeons, the world was ours. Every once in a while 
we would hear my mother call to my younger brother 
who, as he said, was too young to drive a four horse 
team but not too young to clean stables, run the wind 
mill, or water the bull and horses in the stable below. 
So he was around all day. I can still hear Mother; 
"Mathew, are the children all right!", and after a 
quick trip to the barn; "the kids are O.K. Mom." 
These calls always gave us a chance to get down to 
level ground or quit whatever other forbidden thing 
we might be doing. 

We climbed the rafters and ladders. There was 
even a separator in later years. And "Oh the hay!" In 
the late summer, when the loft was full, we climbed 
to the top beam and started to jump. How quickly we 
learned to climb the ladder, jump into the hay, slide 
down the side and run to get our tum up the ladder 
again. This was all done without blue jeans. We were 
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little ladies. If Mother had only had time to watch us. 
Neighbour children came, especially Johnny and 

Stella Mitchell. They lived in and loved that bam. 
Sometimes trouble would arise. Maybe the pigeons 
got into trouble or we would get stuck somewhere. 
Then the poor chore boy would have to be called. 
Any wonder we adored him? He came up the ladder, 
danced a little jig, then went to fix the trouble. 
Sometimes the young pigeons got caught and it 
meant getting an extra ladder, even for a nest we 
wanted to see. No complaints from the boy too young 
to drive but old enough to shovel. It seems to me my 
whole childhood was spent in watching my younger 
sister and keeping out of people's way. 

Spring was wonderful. We loved the calves and 
little colts. We always picked a favourite calf and had 
them so tame they were a nuisance around the house. 
In early 1900 a new house was built. The old log 
kitchen was removed and the living room part left on 
for a new kitchen. All I remember about this part of 
my life is that my pet calf was in around the founda
tion and ~wallowed the plum line and died. I remem
ber my Mother coming with me when I found him in 
misery, and trying to save him, but to no avail. I 
cried, but she said a calf's place was in the pasture, it 
was not a toy. Then I cried louder; I knew I was to 
blame. 

All the worries were my worries. One night in the 
cold spring a sick calf was brought in and laid beside 
the oven door to keep it warm. I reluctantly went to 
bed, but hours later, when I couldn't sleep, I crept 
downstairs in my bare feet, and in the dark, to see if it 
was all right. My mother heard me and I was sent to 
bed in a hurry. She didn't want me sick too. 

Our one big worry was the gander. Did those 
wings ever hurt! I soon learned to grab him around 
the neck, but my younger sister Nell could only 
howl. Her howls were sure sounds of terror and 
everyone came running when she called. 

My Dad grew to become a very special person. 
He never played with us. He just looked on. He was 
47 when I was born. With five boys first, then four 
girls, we were just dolls; always the kids. Who ex
pects anything but howls from a kid? However, in his 
quiet manner he led us to understand there was a right 
way and a wrong way. Mother was always at our beck 
and call, but don't bother Dad. He needs his rest. 

Sometimes when Dad said "No" to us, Mother 
would take up our cause and before he knew it, she 
had persuaded him it was O.K. Actually Mother 
raised us and her sense of humour has been passed on 
to us. The ability to see things on the funny side made 
our home a happy place. 

Mrs. Alice Lindsay 



Harry Boychuk, Author "Of Days Gone By - Memoirs". 

Of Days Gone By 
(by Harry Boychuk) 

I will begin with a brief history of the Ukraine. 
About 10,000 years ago in prehistoric Ukraine which 
is located north of the Black Sea, lived ancient tribes 
of Skyty and Sermaty on the banks of the river 
Dnieper. During the reign of Knyas Swiatoslav in 972 
Ukraine was the most powerful nation in Europe. Her 
ethnographic boundaries extended over 930,000 
square kilometres or 600,000 square miles. It was 
populated by 50,000,000 people. 

In 988, Knyas Volodmyr the Great, standing on 
the banks of the Dnieper River accepted Christianity 
for Rus Ukraina. In 1054 Volodmyr's son, Jaroslav 
Mudry, divided Ukrainian lands amongst his sons. 
After Jaroslav's death the sons fought among them
selves ruining their possessions and the country as a 
whole. 

Andrew Boholubski, a grandson of Volodomyr, 
established a state north of Kiev. It was populated by 
Finnish and Mongolian tribes. He made Moscow a 
capital thus reaffirming the state. In 1169 he attacked 
Kiev, the capital of Ukraine, and destroyed it. 

Many invasions by Turks and Tartars with evil 
intentions plundered and devastated Ukraine, 
however the staunch Ukrainians fought back to pre
serve the culture of all Western Europe. 
From my dear homeland to a far-away country 

The years 1900 and 1901 were unforgettable years 
because of our immigration to Canada. In 1900 
Joseph Wladyka left the village of Yezupeel. After 
arriving safely in a far-away and unknown land they 
started writing letters to their relatives and friends 
back home. "Come to Canada," they wrote, "be
cause here you can acquire free 160 morgs of land 
with a heavy growth of trees on it" . Trees were scarce 
in their homeland. Such news was almost unbelieva
ble because in their village, an ordinary peasant had 3 
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Joseph and Donnia Wladyka - early pioneers. 

to 4 morgs ofland (a morg is approximately 1 acre) 
and as his family grew up it was necessary to divide 
this property among his sons and daughters. So, the 
year 1900 was a year of mass migration from the 
above mentioned village and from other villages in 
the Ukraine. From the village of Siletz came Ivan 
Baydak, Stefan Kutsan, Roman Halowski, Elko 
Konyk, Fred Pushka, Sam Pushka and my father, 
Oleksa Boychuk; from Yamnitsee came Fred 
Wushka, from Tumyrova came Trofin Dutchak; from 
Welovtsi came Ivan Derkatch and Mykola Juce; from 
Dubi vtsiv came John Gensorek and from 
Shmankivtsee came Wasyl Naherniak. 

As the first families were leaving their beloved 
villages much sadness prevailed. They bade farewell 
to their dear country, ancient Halich, the river Dnis
ter, and the creek Bistritsia which flowed from the 
Carpathian Mountains. They also bade farewell to 
their little church where so often they had worship
ped. Caressing the doorsteps of the homes they must 
leave, they flew away like cranes in a flurry. They 
flew to a strange, faraway, unknown world to seek a 
better fortune. They travelled across the wide ocean 
in a freighter for three weeks encountering fogs and 
hurricanes. During these hurricanes the crew would 
drop anchor and wait for the storms to subside. The 
ship's hom was continually blowing as a warning to 
other vessels. People prayed, and some unfor
tunately became seasick. 

I was then three months old; my poor mother, 
Donia, was risking her health to save my life. Besides 
me there were two other children: Nastya, seven 
years old, and Peter, three years old. People were 
continually praying and begging God to bring them 
within sight of land. After a long and difficult jour
ney the freighter finally reached the Port of Halifax. 
Although weary from travel, the people were over
joyed to see that they had reached the promised, 
blessed land of Canada. 



Oleksa Boychuk - the author's father. 

In Canada 
The year 1901 was unforgettable. The crew of the 

boat announced that all baggage which people were 
carrying had to be taken to the dock from where it 
was to be transferred to the train. My father had three 
large trunks. The largest trunk contained a variety of 
clothing: fur coats, wraps, shirts, boots, different 
kinds of cloth, and also bed sheets, pillows, a spin
ning wheel and yam for weaving cloth. 

My father was a man of many talents. He was a 
weaver, a carpenter, a barrel maker and a shoe and 
harness repairman. So he had to carry with him all 
the necessary tools. 

In the second trunk, there was a loom with all the 
necessary accessories; and shoemaker's tools such as 
molds, tapes, and rulers. There was also leather for 
making boots and shoes. The family also had a large 
suitcase of clothing so that they could change clothes 
during the trip. 

The third crate was the largest and the heaviest. 
Just before leaving, my father, Oleksa Boychuk, 
received a letter from Canada from his brother-in-law 
Dominko Mushumanski, who advised him to take 
everything possible because everything would be 
needed in Canada. After receiving a letter with such 
advice, my father packed a ploughshare,a wooden 
carrier, harrow teeth, steel plates for a stove, an axe, 
hammer, planes, sickles, scythes, chisels, saws, and 
other such articles. All this baggage had to be carried 
from place to place, from train to ship, then again 
from ship to train, and onto the wagon train. Such 
transfers required unmanly strength and were a de
mand on one's health. 
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Thus the bewildered immigrants arrived in 
Halifax. The next move was to Montreal; and then to 
Winnipeg, where we stayed three days at the Immi
gration Building. The Immigration Agent, who was 
also our interpreter, was a German, Mr. Harvey. But 
soon he was nicknamed ''Armless'' because he had 
only one arm. He was asked: "Where do we go from 
here?" 

His answer was, "You are going to go 250 miles 
northwest from here to a homestead." 

He was then asked if com would grow in that 
area. 

He answered, "If com could grow there, then 
who in the heck would see you there." Such an 
answer discouraged anymore questions. 

On the morning of the fourth day we left Win
nipeg; and by evening we arrived in the small town of 
Shoal Lake, Manitoba. At this stop we unloaded all 
our baggage and placed it on the ground. We ate 
some food that we had with us and spent the night 
sleeping out in the open. The next day, three wagons, 
drawn by horses arrived. The people loaded their 
belongings onto the wagons and left hopefully on the 
last part of their journey. All passengers, except 
children and weak women had to walk alongside the 
wagons. The transport creeked and muscled slowly 
for 35 miles in a northwesterly direction from Shoal 
Lake. The farther we went the poorer the road be
came. It was very muddy and crooked. This was to 
bypass the muskegs and the lakes. Many times the 
wagon sank to the axles and was stuck. The horses 
were not strong enough to pull it out. Then, the 
people who were walking along beside the wagon, 
sinking to their knees in mud helped to move the 
wagon by turning the spokes of the wheels or by 
pushing from behind. If it was necessary to cross a 
river, a crossing had to be found as there were no 
bridges. People who were walking had to help each 
other as they waded through the water. As we con
tinued travelling the topography began to change 
from prairie to rolling countryside. The hills are 
getting higher and the forests were almost impassa
ble. The hundred year old poplars and birches were 
obliterating the sun. Next we came to an old Indian 
road that was overgrown with young trees. Here the 
situation had to change for men who were following 
the wagon. They had to come to the front with axes 
and clear the way. The transport moved very slowly 
down the cleared passage. Soon we came to an open
ing in the forest where the road came to an end. The 
leader of the transport, an English land agent named 
Wakefield, gave a signal for the wagons to stop. We 
were asked to unload the wagons. When this was 
done the teamsters were ordered to tum their teams 
and return home. The agent tried to assure us that he 



would return tommorrow but we did not understand 
him. We were left on the small opening which was 
just large enough to tum the wagons. Thus we were 
turned over to God's Mercy. 

Night fell. The people felt cold and scared as they 
did not know what wild animals lurked in those 
forbidden forests. In this bewilderment the immi
grants fell on their knees and prayed to God to save 
them from death in this new land. After some conso
lation from each other, they started a large fire. Some 
changed into dry clothes and some dried the clothes 
on their bodies. The small children were huddling 
close to their mothers like little chicks around a 
mother hen. In the silence of the spring night, they 
heard the sound of running water. This river came 
from the Riding Mountain National Park. 

It was named Willow Creek. It joins a larger body 
of water, the Birdtail River and flows into the Assini
boine River, through the city of Winnipeg to the Red 
River and flows into Lake Winnipeg. 

The first rays of the rising sun poured new faith 
and new hopes into the souls of our pioneers. This 
great faith led them through thorny pathways to a 
better future if not for themselves, at least for future 
generations. 
The Crowing Roosters 

The early Spring mist covered all in a light cres
cent, and in the distance a sound of "cockle-doodle
doo" was the first greeting from the homestead of 

A family of pioneers Stefan Kutsan, his wife and daughter 
Irene. 
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Dominko Mushumanski who came to this area a year 
earlier. Soon after, the land agent, Wakefield, ap
peared amongst them. He was prepared to take them 
into the woods to choose their homesteads. 

C. Kutsan chose a farm with a forest, a meadow, 
and a lake. On this lake he saw some wild ducks. He 
was happy because there was some food readily 
available. Others chose farms close to forests and 
water. They hoped there would be fish and other 
sources of food. My father chose a farm close to his 
brother-in-law D. Mushumanski. It was also close to 
the river. On the other side of the river Fred Wushka 
settled. 

At that time the land was not surveyed; therefore 
the people did not know whether they were building 
on their own farm or on the neighbor's. But it was 
necessary to proceed with some kind of a shelter. 
They carried their belongings on their backs to their 
chosen building site. The men helped each other to 
clear the site and cut some slender logs for the build
ing. They stuck the thick end into the ground and 
criss-crossed the tops. Then they covered the outside 
with branches and grass. The women and children 
gathered moss in the forest to fill the holes. The door 
was usually covered with a bed sheet. These were the 
first kinds of shelters, budas. 

In the meantime my father lived with his brother
in-law. On his farm he cleared a patch of ground for a 
garden where he planted potatoes, cabbage, beets, 
and some other seeds that he brought with him. Later, 
he cleared a larger area of the forest for a home site. 
The forest was so thick that you could hardly see the 
sun. Most of the trees from the clearing were used to 
build the house and a leanto. The windows were 
covered with sheets which allowed a little sunlight to 
penetrate through. The door was too large for a sheet 
so father built a frame and filled it with willow sticks 
on the bottom and a sheet at the top. This kept out 
intruders. It was spring. The grass hadn't grown tall 
enough to thatch the roof. So, what do we do? 1. 
Gensiorek who came a year earlier said, "Alex, come 
to my place. I have some thatching grass from last 
year. You may have it to cover the house roof. " 

My father took a rope and made a large sheaf of 
grass. He took it on his back and proceeded to carry it 
home through the bush. By the time he reached home 
there was hardly any grass left. We waited till the new 
grass grew up. When the grass was tall enough a 
sickle was used to cut it. When it was partly dry, it 
was tied into small sheaves and used to thatch the 
roof. The main part of the house was occupied by the 
stove "pich" . It was made of stones and clay. To the 
stove was added a hearth "prypichok". Under the 
steel plate a fire was burning. It was used to cook 
meals and heat water. The large stove was used for 



baking bread, roasting meat and drying fish. From 
hewn wood my father made a bed and sofa (bam
betel). When folded it served as a bench during the 
day; and at night it was opened to sleep two. During 
the winter, we small children usually slept on top of 
the "pich" because it was warm and sometimes even 
hot. Hewn wood was used to make tables and 
benches. At first there was no wooden floor. The 
floor was made by solidly packing down yellow clay. 
This same kind of clay was used to finish the walls 
with. It made the air fresh and humid. The ceiling 
was made from thin sticks and plastered evenly and 
smoothly with yellow clay. Later the houses had 
wooden board floors and were whitewashed with a 
white lime solution inside and outside. 

At first there were no lights. But soon the people 
collected fat, poured it into a dish, introduced a wick 
into it and lit this at night. It didn't give much light 
but enough to see how to move around. Later when 
we were able to get kerosene we were lighting lan
terns. Next summer my father built another room 
onto the house. The first occupant of that room that 
winter was a cow. In spring she had a calf. This was a 
great addition: two head of cattle and our own milk. 

Our pioneers were very religious. On Sundays 
and holidays they never worked, but they got to
gether to talk about events and share their fortunes 
and misfortunes. When walking to visit their neigh
bours they had to mark the trees or break branches 
along the way so that they would know which way to 
return home. When they found out that there is some
one from the same village or nearby village 
about ten to fifteen miles away, they would make 
preparations to visit him starting out early Sunday 
morning. They received a hearty welcome and were 
hosted with bread, borsch, cabbage, pyrohy, but no 
whiskey, cakes or cookies. During the visit hardships 
were forgotten. They sang and talked about the better 
times. 

One beautiful summer Sunday my parents 
dressed and early in the morning went four miles 
through the forest to visit their step-brother Joseph 
Wladyka. They arrived weary and tired. As soon as 
they entered the house stepping over the doorstep, 
they were greeted by a traditional "Slawa Isusu 
Khristu". They began to talk. 

"Joseph, Joseph! you didn't need Canada. You 
had only one child. You had land and personal prop
erty. You were educated, you were knowledgeable. 
You were working in a store. You were a cantor ... 
Joseph, Joseph! 

"What about you, Alex ... you didn't need 
Canada either, you had a trade in your hands." 

"Yes, but you say what you like, you have only 
one child and I have three. " 
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In the old country, Joseph Wladyka served in the 
Austrian Army during the reign of Franz Joseph I. 
When he returned from the army to the village he was 
the best and most active boy. Here in Canada, he 
became a leader in the settlement which later became 
known as Ruthenia. 

Immigrants who left the old country at the same 
time as we did, moved further west into Saskatche
wan. They were luckier because their land was more 
productive and more level. There were fewer trees, 
less bush, and less stones. There people did not 
suffer the same hardships as did the pioneers who 
settled in Manitoba in the wilderness where trees had 
to be cleared and every bit of land for garden or field 
had to be loosened with the pick. It took some time 
before oxen were attained to break the newly cleared 
land. The most important thing was to buy a cow so 
that there would be milk. Then plans were made to 
obtain more cattle. In order to have some funds to 
buy the necessities the men had to leave their wives 
and small children in "budas" and go find a job 
among the English farmers. They had to walk fifty to 
seventy miles. They were working in such areas as 
Hamiota, Beulah, Rapid City, and around the Bran
don area. 
The First Cemetery 

Early on a fine spring morning Harry Haluk left 
his wife and six small children in a small house that 
they had just finished building. He slung across his 
shoulder a sack in which he had some clothes and 
some food that he may need on his unknown journey. 
He went amongst the English farmers without know
ing their language to find a job so that he could earn 
money to help him take care of his family. No one 
knew where he worked or whether he was alive. It 
was not until late in the fall after the first snowfall that 
Haluk returned home. He was tired from a long walk 
and from carrying a heavy sack. He bought for his 
wife and children clothes and shoes for winter. Late 
at night he came to the place where his house was 
supposed to be. But it wasn't there. He thought that 
he lost his way so he kept on going until he came to 
the home of Nick Juce. Here he found out that his 
house burned and that his wife and children perished 
in it. They were buried over there on the hill; the site 
of the first cemetery. Harry uttered a heavy sigh and 
said, "Oh Canada, Canada!" and fell unconsciously 
on the ground. 
The first wedding and the first graves 

John Derkach came to Canada with his parents 
from the village of Willowcha at a youthful age. In 
the year 1902, he married Domka Zarsky. The wed
ding ceremony was officiated by Rev. Delary. After 
the wedding the couple went to live in the delapidated 
house that was owned by George Walko who re-



turned to the old country with his family. The next 
day after the move, John left his young bride to seek a 
job. 

One day a young girl, Katyanka, the daughter of 
Trofin Dutchak, came running and out of breath, and 
cried to Dornka. 

"Come quickly to our place because mama is 
very sick. Dad isn't home as he went some place for 
flour. " 

They came back quickly and found the woman 
suffering severe birth pains. They didn't know what 
to do nor how to help her. They notified other women 
who came but also didn't know what to do. All stood 
around and cried. A doctor was needed but they 
didn't know where there was one. If we knew of one 
how could we get there when there are no oxen, no 
horses, and no wagon. For days the woman was in 
pain and torture: one, two, three - on the third day 
she got very sick and turned black like the soil. 

She uttered her last words, "Dornka, take my 
Katerine as your own. " 

She closed her eyes . . . Forever. 
There was another incident. At our neighbor's, 

Trofim Dutchak's farm, lived Samen Pushka. One 
day Samen and his wife went to clear some land. 
They started a fire to burn piles of brush. The fire 
went out of control. Nearby their four year old 
daughter was playing. The fire surrounded the child 
who screamed with pain. The parents raced to save 
the child but it was too late. They picked up the 
burning child whom they couldn't save. She died in 
their arms. 

In D. Mushumanski's family a six year old 
daughter, Katie, died from malnutritution. She was 
buried someplace in the wilderness. 

In a few years our pioneers made some progress 
and started to achieve a better life style. Some people 
bought oxen and some were able to afford horses. 
People who were handy with tools built themselves a 
wagon. Some cut wheels from the thick trunks of the 
trees and made low wagons that were known as 
"wheelers" . 

Roman Halowski bought himself horses and built 
his own wagon. One Saturday morning, he, his wife, 
and son Peter, decided to visit the town of Russell 
which was about thirty miles away from home. After 
spending a day in town they were returning home late 
at night. They had to travel on narrow roads through a 
heavy forest where large trees were cut leaving 
stumps along the road. In the darkness the horses got 
scared and began to run away. The wheel hit a large 
stump and fell apart. The wagon upset and spilled out 
the passengers. Roman hit his head on the stump and 
died on the spot. His son Peter was hurt. He was 
taken home and placed in the granary to recuperate. 
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Roman's body was placed on the table in the house 
and 1. Wladyka read the Psalter all night. The sad
dened neighbours got together, built a coffin; dug the 
grave and buried him. The widow was left to look 
after ten children. John, the oldest son, was notified 
of the unfortunate accident. He was out working and 
was asked to come home to help look after the family. 

There were many other sad incidents in which 
early pioneers and their children perished. 
Hardships of the beginning years 

In the beginning years the winters were severe. 
Snows were deep, the frosts were extreme. The for
ests prevented the sun from warming up the ground. 
It was not possible to sow wheat because the season 
was too short. They had to plant oats and barley as 
these ripened sooner. Sometimes the vegetables 
froze. Cucumbers and tomatoes were unheard of. 
Once in July my father planned to fence the garden. 
He tried to drive some posts into the ground but 
found this impossible as the ground was still frozen 
even in July. Whenever someone had cultivated land 
and cattle, this created problems. It was almost im
possible to fence the whole farm so only the culti
vated land was fenced. The cattle roamed freely in 
search for better pasture. Sometimes they moved so 
far that it was hard to find them. Cowbells were not 
known then. One day late in the fall, the wife of D. 
Mushumanski went out to bring in the cattle. But she 
was unable to find them. It got dark early in the 
woods and began to rain. She lost her way and didn't 
know which way to go home. Next day a search 
group found her almost stiff. Her wet clothes were 
frozen on her. They took her home, comforted her 
and placed her in bed. Unfortunately she became 
very ill and never did regain her health. 

When the farmers could afford to buy oxen, they 
either made a wooden yoke themselves or made 
arrangements to have a wooden yoke made. The next 
thing was to obtain a plow. The wife led the oxen and 
the husband held on to the plow handle. This was part 
of the marriage contract on cultivating and seeding 
the land. There wasn't much land to seed nor was 
there much grain to harvest. Ten miles from our 
settlement there was a small general store known as 
Grant's. When the men were out ofthe area working, 
the women had to go on their own and pick up 
necessary groceries and flour. There was a water
powered flour mill at Birtle about thirty-five miles 
away. Women who undertook such hardships to car
ry the flour usually treasured it when baking. When 
they were making bread they shredded some potatoes 
and mixed them with the dough so that less flour 
would be used. 

At one time Fred Wushka and Elko Konykjoined 
forces and went thirty-five miles to Birtle for some 



flour. They arrived at the mill in the evening so they 
had to sleep overnight under the wagon. During the 
night it rained very heavily and by morning they were 
wet to the bone. They rose early in the morning and 
dried themselves out in the sun. They bought the 
flour; loaded the wagon and started on their way 
home. Towards evening when they were not very far 
from home, they had to cross a river. During the day 
the heavy rain raised the water in the river. When they 
reached the middle of the river, the wagon sank and 
all the flour got wet. They brought home a wagon full 
of dough. 

Quern (Zhorna) - used to grind wheat into flour. 

Husker (Stupa) - used to husk the barley to make pearl 
barley. 
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It is true that some people started to recall and 
reproduce tools or invent some helping tools. Some 
people put the wood and rocks together to make a 
quem (zhorna) to grind the wheat into flour. Wheat 
was very scarce as the crop used to freeze. My father 
made a husker (stupa) from large pieces of hewn 
wood. This stupa was used to husk the barley to make 
pearl barley which made a tasty kasha (pudding). 

There were a lot of fish in the river and many 
ducks on the lakes. These supplemented the regular 
food supply. The clothing they brought with them 
had to last for a long time. Their concern was the 
clothing for children. New clothes had to be bought 
or made as children grew. 
Building in Open Space, on Roadways or in th.e 
Park 

During the time of early settlements the land was 
surveyed as to sections. But there were no lines cut. 
Some farmers settled on the road allowances and 
some were in the National Park. In 1904, the sur
veyors resurveyed the sections, cleared the lines, dug 
holes and drove in marker posts at the corners of each 
section. Hereafter the people had to move onto their 
own properties. Huta, Obedniak, and Zaharchuk had 
their buildings in the Riding Mountain National 
Park, the game reserve land. They had to move out 
completely onto their own farms. Fred Wushka built 
his building right across the creek from us which 
turned out to be on our farm. With regrets he had to 
move. He had other difficulties after he came to 
Canada. When he left the old country he did not take 
extra clothes nor other necessities. He made arrange
ments to have them sent out later. The parcels were 
sent out; but they never arrived. They were lost 
somewhere enroute. The whole family had to get 
along with the clothes they had for some time. When
ever time came to change clothes, the children had to 
sit under the bedsheet until the clothes were washed 
and dried. Wushkas had no stove to cook on. So one 
day they decided to walk to Rossburn to buy the 
stove. They bought the stove but it was awkward to 
handle. They took a pole and tied the stove to it with 
ropes. They carried the pole on their shoulders. It 
took them two days to return home. 

The re-surveying of the land gave the settlers an 
assurance of possession and more incentive to work 
on their land. They began to clear the brush and trees 
by burning the waste. Mostly oxen were used to 
break the land. The children helped to pick the roots 
and stones. The seeding of oats and barley was done 
by hand from a bag which was slung over the shoul
der. The seeded field was harrowed with a wooden 
implement. In the fall the crops were reaped by 
sickle; tied into sheaves with straw ties; stooked and 
later stacked. In winter small rinks were flooded to 



use as floors for threshing grain on with flails. The 
threshed grain and straw was put into piles. When 
there was a stiff breeze, this mixture was picked up 
with a wooden shovel and tossed against the wind. 
The wind took the straw and chaff away and dropped 
the clean grain. When the fields of grain got larger it 
was hard to do the harvesting with sickles, so those 
farmers who were able to afford it, bought binders. 
The larger fields were threshed by horse-powered 
machines owned by English farmers. A few years 
later about six or seven farmers got together and 
bought a steam threshing outfit. It had to be moved 
from place to place by oxen or horses. The threshing 
used to be done from stacks late in the fall or winter. 
The sheaves were cut apart with a knife and fed into 
the machine by hand. The clean threshed grain was 
put into sacks. About fifteen people worked with the 
threshing outfit. In one day about one hundred bags 
of oats could be threshed. This was quite an improve
ment as it would have taken all winter to thresh that 
much by flails. 

My father, Alex Boychuk, a year after he came to 
Canada, bought a cow. Before he was able to obtain a 
beast of burden he had to go out to work. He stayed 
on the job all summer like many other farmers and 
returned home late in the fall. During winter he used 
to make wagons, sleighs, and other implements. 

He helped his neighbours with sewing and car
pentery. 

He did not expect any pay because the people 
were poor and didn't have much of anything to pay 
with. Next summer he prepared himself to go to 
work. He earned twenty dollars. As soon as he re
turned home he made a trip by oxen with Elko Konyk 
to the small village of Rossburn. There was a store in 
which my father was able to buy clothing and other 
goods for himself, for mother, and for us children. 
This was the winter shopping. The things he bought 
were put into a sack and placed on the wagon. The 
oxen were hitched to the wagon and were homeward 
bound. When he arrived home late at night we pro
ceeded to look for the bag which contained a surprise 
for the family. It was a real surprise because the bag 
was no place to be found. The approach of winter 
without extra clothes was not appreciated. 
The First Calf 

Our cow had a male calf. He was staying in the 
same barn as the cow. When he was two years old, 
my father made a double yoke for him and the cow. 
He was making them get used to the harness. During 
the winter he put a plow together. In spring he put the 
yoke on the steer and the cow and hitched them to the 
plow. They were taken to the field where mother was 
leading them by the rope; Peter used the whip once in 
a while and father hung onto the plow by the handles. 
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That was the way the life style was progressing in the 
new country. Next year they were able to add another 
steer so the cow was not used for field work anymore. 
Rings were installed in the steers' noses. The har
nesses were bought so the oxen were guided by reins. 

Any kind of work or travel with the oxen was a 
very slow process. Usually the winter was too cold 
and summer was too hot. During winter you had to be 
well dressed because any journey was going to be 
slow and long. There were no snowsuits and no cloth 
to equal them. One fine hot July day my father started 
on a trip driving oxen to town. At noon the sun was 
high in the sky and it was burning unmercifully hot. 
The oxen stuck their tongues out and were breathing 
heavily. The road ran along a small lake. When the 
oxen saw the water, they turned off the road and 
together with the wagon, they plunged into the lake. 
There was no power that could have held them back. 
A lot of problems had to be overcome before the oxen 
and the wagon were pulled out. 

I recall my first trip with my father to the town of 
Rossburn. It was early in April. My father hitched the 
oxen to the sleigh and took eight bags of oats to sell. 
We loaded the bags and the oxen began to crawl 
towards town. The snow was starting to thaw and 
there was a lot of water in the ditches along the road. 
We were travelling in the middle of the road. All of a 
sudden the snow road slanted to one side. The sleigh 
overturned and dumped us with the bags into the 
ditch full of water. With difficulty, father, with my 
help, uprighted the sleigh. We pulled the bags out of 
the water and loaded them on the sleigh. Wet and 
uncomfortable we continued on our journey. We 
came to town with the wet oats; but we were unable to 
sell it. So, we had to take it back home. 

The land in our area where the first settlers came 
was hilly and stony. Even today, if you travel in that 
district you will note the large piles of stones that 
were gathered usually by hands of the children of the 
pioneers. One day my father decided to remove a 
large stone that was sticking out of the ground. He 
hitched three oxen; but couldn't budge the rock. He 
went to our neighbour, Elko Konyk, who brought 
another pair of oxen. Now, they had five oxen and 
with some difficulty they yanked the rock out. The 
rock was pulled right to the end of the farm where 
even now it symbolizes the hardships of days gone 
by. 

The bones of many hard workers who never felt 
success are resting in the graves. Through their 
efforts the wilderness and swamps have turned into 
plains of golden wheat. Now their grandchildren are 
working in beautiful offices with their diplomas dis
played on the walls. They are continuing to work for 
the progress and good of Canada. 



Religious Life 
The Ukrainian people as a whole were deeply 

religious. They missed the spiritual life in this new 
land. Whenever the people met, particularly on Sun
days, they talked about building a church. Their 
daily life style didn't give them full satisfaction. In 
this foreign land, in the wilderness, they felt like 
branches broken away from a large tree. They visited 
each other especially during the winter months and 
discussed the plans for the new church. They whit
tled out of sticks a model of a church of Byzantine 
style. It was to resemble the church that they left 
behind in the Ukraine. The church was to be built in a 
form of a cross and was to have five domes. 

At that time the English farmers had a sawmill in 
the National Park which was not far from our settle
ment. In 1905 our pioneer farmers had their teams of 
oxen or horses going into the forest. The large trees 
were cut and brought to the sawmill. The logs were 
cut into two halves. The walls were to be built so that 
the cut side was to the inside and the bark on the 
outside was to be plastered with clay. Next year the 
building of the church began. As usual some wanted 
the church closer to their place and others wanted it 
closer to theirs. Finally they decided to build on Nick 
Juce's farm. The foundation of stone was laid and 
then some logs placed on it. Discussion after discus
sion brought the building project to a stand still 
because it was not in the centre of the colony. After 
some time the logs were taken over to a more central 
place; the farm of Trofim Dutchak. Here they started 
to build a beautiful small church. They built it ac
cording to their own plans. Everyone was helping 
and was happy that the church was becoming a real
ity. When the construction reached the domes stage a 
knowledgeable carpenter had to be hired. Steve Kut
san was hired. But they were not able to pay him. He 
worked for a few days. Then he came to the con
clusion that he could not continue, saying that his 
children had to eat, "I have to go somewhere to earn 
some money so that I can buy some bread. " he said. 
And with that he left the project. 

Next they hired Alex Oryniak who soon left for 
the same reason. It was necessary to have some 
money to pay the carpenter. Funds were required to 
pay for the shingles, floor, windows and doors. The 
work on the church slowly came to a halt. The church 
stood in that state for two years. The materials started 
to mildew and warp from exposure. One corner of the 
church sank deeper than the others. There was 
nothing else that could be done but to take the church 
apart and salvage the material by selling it to Harry 
Wushka for sixty dollars. 

The idea of building their own church was not 
forgotten. Some better organizing gave them an in-
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centive to proceed with the plans a few years later. 
The farmers went to the bank and each one took out a 
draft for sixty dollars. The draft was to be paid within 
one year. A number of farmers had to sell the last cow 
in order to repay the loan. With these newly raised 
funds, they were able to buy some boards and other 
materials. They hired an English carpenter because 
they didn't have the experience to build with boards. 
In the year 1910 their dreams of having a church came 
true. The Ukrainian Greek-Catholic church of 
"Woznesenya" in the district of Ruthenia was con
structed. 

Before the church was built, the first missionary 
was Father Delarey who held services in 1. Wladyka's 
house in 1904. The second minister was Father 
Kryzanowski. Father Dydyk held the first service in 
the newly built church in 1910. 

In those days there were few ministers, so the 
church services were held only three or four times a 
year. The pioneers walked 8 to 10 miles to attend the 
services. Usually during summer the people came to 
church every Sunday. The cantors, 1. Wladyka and 
Anton Olynick, sang the Akafect to Holy Mother and 
parts of the evening service. Near the church grew a 
large willow where hidden in the shade of the tree 
were some logs from the first would-be church. After 
the service the people would come out, sit and talk in 
the shade of the trees. They would discuss the prob
lems of daily life and always recall the life in their 
native land. They used to say, "That place was a 
heaven and not a country, but the enemy did not allow 
us to live freely." 

Ukrainian Catholic Church Woznesenya at Ruthenia. 

During World War I a New Ukrainian State was 
being formed. The Ukrainian people after hundreds 
of years of serfdom picked up arms to free them
selves from the foreign occupiers. At this time two 
representatives were sent to Canada to spread the 
word. They were Joseph N azaruk and professor I van 
Bobersky. They told us at the meeting: "Brother, 
give a cent, give a dollar and for those dollars new 



arms will be made. With those guns freedom from 
foreign occupation will be won for our native land. " 
At that time the people were poor, but they gave 
whatever they could afford. If they didn't have 
money at the time they borrowed from each other. 

During those years our minister was Father 
Krackiwsky who accepted offers in church for or
phans in the Ukraine. At Christmastime under the 
direction of Harry Semochko, the boys went out 
singing carols and donations received were given to 
help the native country. They were singing songs 
like: 
o Ukraine, why are you sad? 
Why so sad so very poor? 
I was ruined by Turks and Tartars 
And now I am being ruined by Moscovites. 

As I have mentioned before, the growing of 
wheat in the beginning was very unsuccessful be
cause of early frosts. A few years later some more 
experimentation was carried out. Joseph Wladyka 
obtained about half a bushel of wheat. Early in the 
spring he went out on the field. He placed the bag 
with wheat over his shoulder. As he was a deeply 
religious person, he took a handful of the blessed soil 
and brought it to his lips to kiss it. With reverance he 
placed the soil back and took the cap off. He took a 
handful of wheat and lifted his eyes up and said, "0 
Omnipotent God! We praise you! 0 Lord, we glorify 
your omnipotence! Give us our daily bread now and 
forever . . ." He scattered the first golden kernels 
unto the consecrated Canadian soil. These gave a 
centuple yield. With great hope and hard work, the 
spring came and went. The summer slipped by and 
fall crept in with falling leaves. A large flock of 
blackbirds flew in from the far north and settled in the 
crowns of the tall trees near our yard. They sang a 
farewell song and flew into the sky towards the warm 
countries. They left us to the fate of severe Canadian 
winter! The birds sang so harmoniously that even to 
this day I can recall the singing. 
The Christmas and Easter Rituals 

Soon came the cold weather and deep snow. 
Travel from neighbour to neighbour was usually re
stricted to a path or sled tracks between the tall trees. 
The small children were waiting with great patience 
for Christmas holidays. This was the time we went to 
Dido Mushumanski for Christmas Eve supper. 
Dido's house was prepared for celebration by the 
Julian calendar. The awaited time arrived. We knelt 
on the bench against the window and with our warm 
breath we made openings on the frosted windows. It 
was dark outside and all we could see was the twin
kling of stars. All of a sudden we could hear the 
frosty squeaking of the home made snow cutters 
(zalubni). The cutters had a pole to one side and to it 
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was hitched a white faced pony. Mike Mushumanski 
had come to pick us up. We dressed quickly and all 
seven people squeezed into a small cutter. Mother 
wrapped us in a bed sheet to keep us warm. The horse 
started pulling and the cutter made a squealing sound 
as if it was a cry from too much weight. The horse 
was running along the narrow road which meandered 
through the thick forest where the tall trees hung over 
us. All we could see on this frosty night through the 
trees were the stars. We had a feeling that we stood 
still and the whole world revolved around us. We 
came to the yard, got off the cutter and went into the 
house. The small house had one room and a porch. It 
had a thatched roof and two small windows. Father 
opened the door and in rolled the cold, frosty air like 
large rams butting anything in their way. From the 
house came the aroma of a variety of native Ukrai
nian dishes. Father greeted the family with a special 
Christmas spirit as we children surveyed the house 
with our eyes. The table was covered with a white 
table cloth. Under the table cloth was the traditional 
hay lining; and on the table were different kinds of 
native dishes of food. In the middle of the table a 
candle was burning. There were benches around the 
table. They had some hay on them. This was covered 
with white sheets. Under the table was some hay 
called "Didukh" and in the comer on the bench was 
a sheaf of oats. All these things interested us very 
much. Now, it was time to eat. So we sat around the 
table, the master of the house led us in prayer. After 
saying the prayer he took a spoonful of kutya (boiled 
wheat with honey and poppy seed) and threw it 
against the ceiling where it made a mark in the form 
of a cross. The children held their palms open trying 
to catch the loose kernels for good luck. After supper 
the adults were singing carols till late at night. The 
children were playing under the table and searching 
for any hidden treasures. The older ones were telling 
stories to the younger ones. Toys were not available 
but children were happy and luckier than children 
now-a-days. 

In a few years the congregation was able to pur
chase for the church, a large brass bell. The ringing 
of the bell was heard over the area for four miles 
around. For the first settlers it sounded the happy and 
the sad news. The bell was rung to announce the 
coming of holidays and Sundays. It also was used to 
notify the people in the settlement about the sad news 
that someone had departed from this world. 

Semen Pushka and his family settled two miles 
away from the church. During his lifetime he made it 
his job to ring the bell before every holiday and 
Sunday. When the bell was ringing once for a long 
time, it signaled the coming of Sunday or a holiday; 
when the bell rang intermittently three times that 



meant someone had died. On the sound of the bell the 
people used to take their caps off; reverently cross 
themselves and their thoughts usually carried them to 
the Old Country. The bell ringing was heard 
throughout the year except during Easter Thursday 
when it remained silent to denote mourning. On 
Thursday evening the people gathered for Passionate 
Prayers where the cantors read the Psalter. On Easter 
Friday the people went to church to display the 
shroud. Instead of the bell a rattler was used. On 
Saturday evening again they went to church where 
the cantors Joseph Wladyka and Anton Olynick read 
the psalter. Outside, the young men were collecting 
scraps of wood, twigs, and dried trees from the bush 
which encircled the church. A large bonfire was built 
and a guard was placed to watch the Holy Tomb. The 
boys were playing tricks on the adults as they were 
coming out to warm themselves from the cold 
church. They tied a rope to the trees across the path. 
Whoever came towards the fire was trippe9. On 
Easter Sunday morning all the families dressed in 
their Sunday best and went to church. The at
mosphere was very sanctimonious. The cantors were 
singing the Morning Service. Later the shroud was 
taken out and in procession the people walked around 
the church three times. They stopped at the door and 
sang three times "Khristos Woskres" (Christ has 
Arisen). The boys shot blanks into the air after every 
singing that announced the Arising of the Christ. 
Again the bell began to ring out and rang for three 
days. The families returned home for breakfast. The 
father of a family blessed the food with the Holy 
Water which was brought from church. All the fam
ily sang "Khristos Woskres". 

After breakfast everyone was hurrying back to 
church to take part in the Easter games. The church 
bell was continually ringing, calling the people to
gether. On this beautiful, sunny, spring day, the 
golden sun rays kissed the spring growth awakening 
it to new life. In the souls of the new settlers sprung 
up new faith, new dreams, and new hope. Over a 
hundred young boys and girls gathered for Easter 
games. Some of these young people were born in 
Canada and some came from the native lands to take 
part in the Canadian way of life. The parents were 
seated around the church, bragging about their 
daughters and sons. 

The Easter games began with girls joining hands 
and singing "Ohyrachky" - (cucumbers). 
Mother asked her daughter: 
Did you plant the cucumbers? 
Oh, I did plant them, and watered them 
I gathered some in the basket 
Let them twine and entwine. 

In the meantime, the boys were playing "War". 
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Young enthusiastic Harry Semochko who just ar
rived in Canada before the first World War appeared 
as the undefeated king. 

He yelled out in the Polish language: 
"King, king, is there going to be a war?" 

After the war comes peace. So the boys joined 
hands to play "Lewka". They formed a long line and 
ran to whip the last boy amongst the girls. The girls 
scattered in all directions. The boys apologized and 
joined the girls in a game of "Myshki". A few jokers 
built a two story belfry and paraded with it around the 
church. They attracted a lot of attention. 

That's the way the pioneers and their children 
celebrated the three days of Easter on the Canadian 
soil. It looks like such celebrations will never return. 
The Coming of Bukovintzi 

In the year 1899 came Ukrainians from Bukovina 
and settled in the Rossburn area. They were: Ivan 
Karmazyniuk and Wasyl Semeniuk who were from 
the village of Kadybitz. Andrew Baranesky, 
Kowalchuk, Wasyl Strynatka and Iwanchuk came 
from selo Luky, powit Kitzmansky. They arrived at 
Shoal Lake and were transported 35 miles to the 
assigned places. They had to cut their own roadway. 
It took them three weeks before they came to their 
homesteads. They had to bypass the swamps and 
sleep under the stars. The children didn't have any 
milk. Some English people offered food; but that 
wasn't enough. So the women had to go to the 
meadows to pick certain leaves which they used for 
food. After hard work and a tiring journey they came 
to the assigned place which was 10 miles north-west 
of Rossburn. This area later became known as Glen 
Elmo. The first Service was officiated by an indepen
dent minister Reverend Danylchuk, August 28, 
1903, in Andrew Baranesky's home. Later services 
were held by Rev. Tymchuk and Rev. Hunkewich. 
The Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church "Pryswatso 
Bohorogytsi" was built from logs in 1905 on the farm 
of Ivan Karmazyniuk in the Rossburn district. 

The new Ukrainian Orthodox Church was built in 

Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church built on the farm of John 
Karmazenuk in 1905. 



1928 on the same farm but closer to the main road. 
The first Service in the new church was officiated by 
Rev. Zaparynuk on August 28, 1928. 

The railway was built through Rossburn in the 
year 1905. There was a station and a small store 
where some merchandise could be bought such as 
naphtha, sugar, salt, etc. 
Educational Life 

The first school in our area was built in 1904; and 
in the year 1905, teaching began. The first teacher 
was Mike Hrushoway who diligently worked with 
the youth of Canada and helped the adults to en
lighten their way in their new endeavours. In school, 
he set up a library named Taras Shewchenko. He 
ordered books from the Ukraine. Whoever was able 
to read was able to borrow books to take home. 
During Sundays and on winter evenings the people 
gathered in school, where the teacher, Hrushoway 
read to them. It is possible to truthfully emphasize 
that our early pioneer teachers had sincere ideas and 
their incentives organized National Homes, librar
ies, theatre groups, choirs and dance ensembles. 
When these leaders passed away then came the time 
of dilapidation. It would be fitting to mention with 
modest feelings those first teachers who established 
the foundations for the national, educational and 
cultural life in our district of Ruthenia. 

These teachers were: Uri Skwarok, Mykhaylo 
Nowosad, Yakim Dutchak, Ivan Tutkaluk, Wasyl 
Kozak, and Mykhaylo Hnatiuk. The first activity that 
was undertaken by young boys and girls was going 
out to sing Christmas Carols. During the three years 
they went singing and earned money with which they 
were able to buy a Ukrainian flag. It was an unforget
table moment when this flag was brought to church to 
be blessed. This was done by Rev. Mykhaylo Irkha 
on July 15, 1923. During the blessing he said, 
"Honour to you young brothers for bringing this flag 
to God's temple. This blue colour symbolizes the 
blue sky; the yellow is the golden plains of wheat on 
the wide steppes of Ukraine. No other flag in the 
world has such a symbolic meaning as the one of 
Ukraine. " 

The first play, (Vengeance for Falsehood) was 
performed in the school under the direction of a 
teacher Mykhaylo Nowosad. The main register was 
Mykola Derkach who worked in his parents' home 
rewriting many roles for the plays. The most impor
tant theatrical presentation was the staging of the 
"Slave" . 

Even today the theatre wouldn't be ashamed of it. 
The main actors who captured the interest of the 
public were: Dmytro Olynyk, Mykhaylo Piwowar, 
and Parasa Mushumanski. From this time on began 
cultural and educational activities. In 1921, a Post 

46 

Parasya Mushumanski in the role of Irene in the drama "Slave" 
(1923). 

Office was established in the home of John Gen
siorek. A few years later the Post Office was trans
fered to Mykola Derkach's place and the library was 
transferred to his place from Dymytro Olynyk's. 
This was the concentration, for the time being, of 
public life. But, the lack of a suitable place forced the 
people to think of building a National Home. 

The Theatrical Group of Ruthenia, 1926. Back Row, (L. to R.): 
John Naherniak, Harry Boychuk, Joe Hyra, Nick Derkach, 
Wasyl Walko, Harry Konyk. Second Row, (L. to R.): Dokia 
Halowski and Mary Ushey. 

We got down to work and by 1931 a new home, 
"Prosvita", named Taras Shewchenko appeared in 
our community. By 1933, we were preparing for the 
celebration of the opening of the National Home. A 
teacher, Mykhaylo Hnatiuk prepared a suitable pro
gram. Ivan Storozuk organized the choir and the 
welcoming committee. During the opening cere-



mony, the main speaker was the lawyer, Mykola 
Mandzuik who stated that, "We are opening today, a 
National Sanctuary in which there will be a collec
tion of thousands of years of culture of Ukrainian 
people. " 

Ukrainian National Home Prosvita "Taras Shewchenko" at 
Ruthenia (1931). 

This encouraged people and gave them new 
strength to work harder. In the next few years a 
theatre was organized under the direction of Mykola 
Derkach. The choir was directed by Ivan Storozuk. 
The dancing was under the leadership of Petro 
Koltuski. Ridna Shkola and Red Cross were in the 
capable hands of M. Hnatuik. In 1941, a local KYK 
was formed. The slate of officers were: Uri Hlady
chairman, Mykola Karmazenuk - vice chairman, 
Anton Olynyk - financial secretary, Hryhory Boy
chuk - recording secretary. In 1943 a delegate, Uri 
Hlady, was sent to the first KYK Congress in Win
mpeg. 

In 1939, when the Carpathian Ukraine was trying 
to become self-governing, we formed a fund com
mittee. We were part of the Main Committee which 
had representatives from Rossburn, Angusville, 
Oakburn, and Menzie. Total donations that were 
offered amounted to $1000.00 (at that time this was a 
large amount). The money was sent through our 
lawyer Mykola Mandzuik to help the Carpathian 
Ukraine. At this time the Hungarians occupied the 
land. The money landed in the wrong hands but 
Mandzuik was able to retrieve the money. In 1945 at 
Oakburn, we handed the money over to the President 
of KYK, Rev. Dr. W. Kushnir for the Public Fund. 

I was married in 1929, to Anna, from the Lazaruk 
home. In 1945, we moved closer to the town of 
Rossburn which had a population of about 710. 
About 2/3 of them were Ukrainians. They were com
posed of three groups: Catholics, Orthodox, and 
members of the United Church. 
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Anna Lazaruk - wife of Harry Boychuk. 

I do not plan to write the story about the begin
ning of Rossburn. The religious and cultural ac
tivities here began a lot earlier. But, at the time of our 
arrival, these three groups formed a club under the 
directions of the teacher M ykhay 10 Tokar, to carryon 
the national, cultural and educational activities in the 
town. The motives for growth were provided by the 
Ukrainian Canadian Committee. 

The most we needed now was a suitable place for 
different gatherings. Peter Wladyka's building which 
was a warehouse for farm machinery was cold par
ticularily during the winter. The cold concrete floor 
was freezing our feet. 

About 6 miles away in the north-east direction 
from the town of Rossburn the first settlers settled in 
1899. This area is known as Pete's Lake. In 1925, in 
this district a new beautiful Ukrainian National Home 
named Ivan Franko was built. This National Home 
was one of the best and most active in the area. To 
verify this, it received a grant of $1000 from the 
provincial government for the best community work. 
The money was used to promote the growth of 
cultural and economics activities. In agreement I 
would like to mention, though modestly, those first 
pioneers who established the foundations for the 
national organized cultural and educational life in the 



district of Pete's Lake. They were the following: 
Dmytri Yarmey, Mykhaylo Glushka, Antonichuk 
brothers, Komel Chop, Gawryluk brothers and oth
ers. Dr. Wasyl Yarmey, son of Dmytro Yarmey, in 
1923, organized the first meeting to plan the building 
of this National Home. The meeting was held in the 
Hranko School. In agreement with the members on 
March 18, 1951, it was decided to move the National 
Home to the town of Rossbum. 
Disillusion and Decline 

The National Home building was placed on the 
wheels and started to be moved along the road. But as 
it was too big and too heavy it was not possible to 
have it moved to Rossbum on our first attempt. It had 
to stand on the middle of the road through the winter. 
There on the road we had to take the roof off, because 
law demanded this. With some hardship we moved 
the building to its designated place. At the same time 
when the National Home was standing on wheels in 
the middle of the road, one of the above mentioned 
town groups started to build a parish home. We 
continued to dig the basement for the National 
Home. The foundation was poured but due to an 
error the foundation collapsed. We poured another 
foundation; replaced the roof and by August 29, 
1953, the building was ready for use. The president 
of the National Home was Mykhaylo Smycnuik who 
volunteered much work. With the National Home we 
took over the national inheritance of the pioneers, 
statutes in which is mentioned the care and preserva
tion of our identity in Canada. 

The Ukrainian National Home in Rossbum be
came the centre for cultural activities. The most 
important thing was that every year during the vaca
tion Ridna Shkola (Ukrainian language classes) was 
conducted by teachers as Mykhaylo Tokar, Ivan Bod
narchuk, Matvihchuk, Mrs. Chop and Mrs. An
toniw. In later years another Ridna Shkola was 
established in a small town where there were not 
enough children for one school. This created a split 
in the activities and later decline in interest. 

Since the beginning the National Home had local 
KYK send delegates to Congresses and Conferences. 
In this building there were theatrical performances, 
concerts, celebrations of National holidays. With 
dignity the 60th anniversary of Ukrainian settlement 
in Canada was celebrated. On the 50th Anniversary 
of the November revolt a Ukrainian flag appeared on 
the town stage. The blue and yellow symbol wit
nessed the living descendents of the first pioneers. 
When it came for our new generations to build a 
monument to Taras Shewchenko in the capital city of 
Winnipeg, Rossbum carried out a general donations 
drive. The drive brought $700. The National Home 
donated $100 for which they received the 
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Shewchenko Certificate. I am sure that our town 
Rossbum and district donated as much, if not more, 
then other areas. The greatest elation and the most 
enjoyable moment in my life was when my family 
and I were able to join the crowd for the unveiling of 
the monument in Winnipeg on July 8th and 9th, 1961. 
I would like to mention the names of the people who 
headed the organizations that collected for the 
Shewchenko Monument Fund. They were: Uri 
Lazaruk - for Ukrainian Catholic Parish, Joseph 
Nychuk - for Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Parish, 
Dmytro Danyleyko - for members of the United 
Church, Hryhory Boychuk - for the National 
Home, Mrs. Mykhalina Macyshyn - for the ladies 
Association of the National Home, and Mrs. Maria 
Pawchuk for the citizens of Rossbum and district. 
Political Life 

The first teachers from the Ruthenia Settlement 
were the brothers Dmytro and Yakym Dutchak who 
completed their Normal School at Brandon 
(Ruthenia Training School). The first lawyer was the 
son of a pioneer family of Wasyl and Maria Naher
niak, Romeo. He later moved to the U.S.A. and 

Romeo Naherniak. 



opened an office of his own in Chicago. Another 
professional man is Allan Brian Boychuk who is the 
son of Hryhory and the late Anna Boychuk. He 
attended Ruthenia and Rossbum Schools. He at
tained his Master of Engineering from Manitoba and 
Waterloo Universities. He is working now in the city 
of Winnipeg. 

Allan Boychuk. 

The first architect who came from the area was 
Melvin Kaban, the son of Myhkaylo and Pauline 
Kaban. The local boys who became teachers were: 
David Dutchak, James Dutchak, Myron Nahimiak, 
Lawrence Gandza, Peter Olynyk, Peter Melnyk, 
Nick Gensorik, Peter Nahimiak, Peter Bilawka, Ivan 
Nahimiak, Johnny Nahimiak and Eugene Kaban. 

The first long term, Rossbum Municipal Admin
istrators (Councillors) were Ivan Werbowetsky and 
Stefan Nychek and the reeves were Ivan Ryshytylo 
and Stefan Ukrainetz. For many years and until his 
retirement, Nick Karmazenuk served as a Municipal 
clerk. He was followed by Peter Macyshyn. 

It was hard for the pioneers to start a good eco
nomic living and it was still harder for their sons to 
step into the arena of political life . The first step was 
taken by Mykhaylo Wonitoway in the 1922 Provin
cial election in Russell. He was trying to be nomi
nated and later to be elected as a member. In those 
days, he did not have an auto of his own. On the day 
of nominations he had to hire a person with a car to 
take him to the place of nominations and on time. 
They had some problems with the car stalling on the 
road. They came in too late for the nominations. 
Later he used to say: "When I was late 15 minutes, I 
felt I was late by 15 years." 
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During the early years it was almost impossible to 
take an active part in the two main ruling parties -
the Conservatives and Liberals. In 1927 Wasyl 
Lazaruk ran as Independent but he was not elected. 

WasyJ Lazaruk. 

In the Provincial or Federal elections in our area 
the Ukrainians represent only Y3 of the voting popula
tion. Therefore a Ukrainian candidate must also have 
the interest of other people in order to be elected. The 
first pioneer candidates did not get discouraged by 
not getting elected or by financial losses. They con
tinued preparing and encouraging the people to run 
as candidates. In 1945, a teacher Mykhaylo Tokar 
was a CCF candidate in the Provincial election. A 
great deal of interest was shown but he didn't make it. 
Again in 1953, a step was taken into the political 
arena by a son of a pioneer farmer. He was a young, 
alert, knowledgeable veteran of the Second World 
War by the name of Mike Sotas. He campaigned 
forcefully but he didn't attain the required votes. 

Not until 1957 ,did a break through come. In that 
year, Hon. John Diefenbaker became a successful 
candidate for the leadership of the Progressive Con-



servative party of Canada. In order to have the major
ity on our side in our area of Marquette which was 
represented by Minister Garson who used to be the 
Premier of Manitoba, we had to groom a new candi
date. The Ukrainians and other people approached 
the lawyer Nick Mandziuk to become a candidate for 
the Federal Riding of Marquette. Mr. Mandziuk was 
not sure of his support so group leaders were asked to 
give moral support. Most were co-operative and 
helped though they may have been supporters of the 
other parties. The organizers got the groups working 
on visits to towns, political meetings and talking to 
people to convince them that a change was needed. 
The results were that Nick Mandziuk was elected 
with flying colours. 

Nick Mandziuk, the son of pioneer parents of 
Manitoba deservingly and honestly represented the 
area of Marquette in the Federal Parliament over the 
next three terms. He was well respected and he 
worked untiringly for the good of Canada and its 
people. 

With this I am going to bring my reminiscences to 
an end. They are now in the past and are irreversible. 

My life went along the long thread - from three 
months of age on the Canadian soil to 80 years. In my 
late years I hear an eternal voice saying that I am 
indebted to the native inheritance. That debt was left 
to me by my father Oleksa Boychuk, YosefWladyka, 
Dmytro Yarmey and Mykhaylo Glushka. 

I am glad that our children - Diana, Allan and 
Levinia attained a good up bringing and education. 
All of them have a good command of English and 
Ukrainian languages. 

Harry and Anna Boychuk's children - Diane, Lillian and Allan. 

Allan has attained a Masters Degree in Engineer
ing. He is working at his chosen profession in Win
nipeg. My wife Anna, mama, and baba, passed away 
on April 30th, 1980. 
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What worries me is this - whether the Ukraiman 
people in Canada will be able to stay on top of this 
violent, stormy sea or will they sink? ... 

I live with a belief in the prophets words of Taras 
Shewchenko: 

Struggle - you will conquer 
God will help you 
For you the strength - for you the freedom 
The truth is sacred. 

Translated and edited from Ukrainian to English 
by Rose and John Baydock who is the grandson of 
one of the first pioneers. 

A Ukrainian Village - Part of the Ukrainian heritage seen at 
Boychuk's Museum at Rossburn. 

A Ukrainian Catholic Church of Byzantine design - Boy
chuk's Museum. 



Pioneer craftmanship - H. Boychuk's brush making outfit. 

Editorial Committee Note: 
Boychuk's Museum 

(located three miles east of Rossbum) 
Harry Boychuk started his museum of Ukrainian 

artifacts and miniature celo (village) in 1967 during 
Canada's centennial year. All of the exhibits and 
buildings at Boychuk's museum are of traditional 

Draw-knife bench used for making handles for hammers, 
axes, forks, etc. 

Ukrainian design and architecture. Boychuk's mu
seum took countless hours of painstaking labour and 
intricate craftsmanship to complete and are a symbol 
of Harry Boychuk's love of and dedication to the 
Ukrainian culture and heritage. 

Mr. Boychuk constructed a pioneer float for Can-

Scenes depicting the pioneer family's life - (from front of float to back): cutting stumps and clearing land; raking hay, sharpening 
scythe, cutting grain with Sickle, threshing with flail, cleaning the grain, making flour with quern, peeling barley shell for making 
barley soup. 
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ada's Centennial in 1967 and again for Manitoba's 
Centennial in 1970 depicting the life-styles of a pi
oneer Ukrainian family. 

The miniature Ukrainian Catholic Church, which 
personifies Mr. Boychuk's deep religious convic
tions, was constructed with loving care and engineer
ing precision during the four summer months of 
1978; the belfry was constructed the following year. 

Visitors and local residents alike marvel at Mr. 
Boychuk's accomplishments and his profound dedi
cation to the Ukrainian cause. 

The Ukrainian community of Rossbum and in
deed of Manitoba and Canada owe Mr. Boychuk a 
considerable debt of gratitude and the community, as 
a whole, must ensure that the Boychuk Museum 
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continues to thrive and continues to emblemize the 
Ukrainian culture and heritage in Canada. 

Boychuk float at Dauphin Ukrainian Festival (1967). 



Autobiographies 
Mr. Anton Luhowy (Age 76 in 1979) 

I was one year old when I came from the old 
country in 1904 with my parents, Mr. and Mrs. Mike 
Luhowy and two brothers. 

An uncle, Metro Luhowy, had come out to Cana
da a few years earlier and settled in the Olha district. 
This is where we lived for one year. Then my father 
took a homestead where Bill Sheremeta's farm is 
now. Our first house was an old log house belonging 
to another family. It had a sod roof. Then my father 
built his own house - also of logs but with a roof 
thatched with hay. 

This was where I grew up. Two more children 
were born here. We walked four miles to Hranko 
School. On cold, stormy days my father walked to 
meet us to make sure we made it home. Some of the 
teachers I remember were Mr. Klymkiw (Phyllis 
Chopp's father), Mr. Goletz and Mr. Wowk. 

My father went out to work for other farmers for a 
dollar a day. 

After several years, my parents moved to Oak
burn where they lived the rest of their lives. In 1926, I 
married Flora Yaskiw and we moved to the home
stead for a year. Then I bought a farm southwest of 
Vista. We farmed till 1964 when we moved into 
Rossbum. 

We have four children (two died in infancy), two 
sons and two daughters. We also have nine grand
children. 

Mrs. L. Pradinuk (Age 94 in 1979) 
My maiden name was Michalena Yavorska. I was 

twenty-two years old in 1906 when I came to Canada 
from the old country. I went first to Winnipegosis 
where I had a sister. Three weeks later I moved to 
Winnipeg where I worked as a waitress and second 
cook. 

While in the old country, I worked for a doctor. 
One day a young man came to see the doctor. He was 
from a neighboring village and I hardly knew him. 
While I was showing him to the office he asked 
jokingly whether I would go to Canada with him. I 
didn't take his remark seriously. 
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While in Winnipeg, I was asked by a lady I had 
known in the old country to be a godmother for her 
baby. After the christening my friend had a few 
people at the house. There I met the same young 
man. He was now living in Winnipeg. We were 
married in 1908 and I became Mrs. Dan Predanchuk 
(Pradinuk). 

Dan worked for an ice company for a while and 
then opened a confectionery store. Then we had a 
chance to rent and later buy a building at 300 Duf
ferin Ave. where he operated a butcher shop and 
restaurant. In 1912 we sold the business to Wasyl 
Strank and moved to Rossbum. 

We bought a hotel (south of the bank). Then 
rented the hotel and ran a livery barn and worked in a 
flour mill which stood south of where Kachan
Kostecki garage now stands. The mill belonged to a 
Mr. Spearman. Then we sold the livery barn to Bob 
Carson. Dan was a cattle buyer for several years. His 
last business venture was to buy up enough potatoes 
to load two cars to ship to Ontario. One was sent to 
Ontario but just then C.N.R. went on strike. The 
potatoes couldn't be unloaded and rotted in the car. 
The second car-load never left Rossbum. The po
tatoes were unloaded and Howard Alexander who 
had the dray was told to haul them back to our yard. 
The venture was a total loss. 

Shortly after that my husband took sick. He was 
operated on for appendicitis by Dr. O'Brien in a 
hospital which stood where the Co-op store is now. 
He died eleven days later. 

I moved to a house which stood where Lome 
Luhowy's now live. I made a living by keeping 
boarders and doing the hospital laundry. One lady 
who had stayed with me for three years left me $500 
in her will. 

Life was very hard. I had five childen - two 
were born in Winnipeg - the other three in Rossbum 
- the youngest twenty days after her father died. I 
had trouble keeping up the mortgage payments on 
the house. Mr. King, then Mayor of Rossbum helped 
me by paying off the mortgage. 



My next move was to buy a lot on King Street. I 
had a house moved in but couldn't afford to have it 
fixed. So we lived in a shack beside it. In 1969, I 
bought my present home. 

No matter how hard times were, I tried to make a 
good home for my children and give them an educa
tion. Two daughters became teachers, two worked in 
Regina. My son George served in the army. He died 
in Rossbum accidentally several years ago. Now, one 
daughter lives in Toronto and the other three in De
troit. I have twelve grandchildren and several great
grandchildren. 

Some of my major recollections are - a fire in 
our hotel and how we tried to save what we could. 
Farmers brought wheat to the mill to be ground into 
flour from as far away as Angusville. As many as 
thirty teams could be waiting. 

No matter how poor our home was, it was home 
to the children and they still visit as often as possible. 

Mrs. A. Stnmk (84 years old in 1979) 
I was 14 years old in 1909 when I came to Canada 

with my parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Predanchuk and 
one sister and four brothers. Another brother, Dan, 
was already in Winnipeg. He had a boarding house 
and butcher shop at 300 Dufferin Ave. A year later 
my parents moved to Sheho, Saskatchewan, I stayed 
back working as a waitress. 

I met my husband, Wasyl Strank (Strynadka) 
through my brother. We were married in 1912. My 
brother Dan sold us his business and we stayed on for 
five years. Dan moved to Rossbum where he set up a 
flour mill. His widow, (Mrs. Pradinuk) lives on Ellen 
St. 

We moved to Rossbum in 1917. We rented a hotel 
which was part of the existing hotel and also ran a 
second hand store. Business was bad because of the 
depression. So when the hotel was sold, we put up 
our own building on the comer where the Lions 
Manor now stands. We kept and sold cattle and 
horses and made our living from that. In 1935, we 
were told to move the stock out of town and Wasyl 
bought a farm northwest of town. 

Our first three children were born in Winnipeg. 
The first, a little girl, died. We moved to Rossbum 
with the two boys. The rest of the children, nine boys 
and three girls were born in Rossbum. Of these, 11 
still survive. Eight served in the army and one son 
was killed in action. Now there are 29 grandchildren 
and eight great-grandchildren. 

I remember the crossing by ship. Everybody was 
seasick except me. I also remember the train trip to 
Winnipeg and to Rossbum. While in Winnipeg I was 
very lonely after my parents moved away. All I had 
was my brother, Dan, and a lady who came from the 
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same village in the old country. She was my closest 
friend. 

Life in Rossbum was very difficult. The house 
we built was a two-story and we lived upstairs. I had 
22 steps to climb carrying wood, water, etc. All my 
time was spent cooking and cleaning for the family. 
There were as many as seven at a time going to 
school. 

John Grover Stitt 
I was born in Rossbum on Section 19, Township 

19, Range 24, fourth son of Joseph Jackson and Ann 
(Stirling) Stitt, April 12, 1893. I completed grade 
school in Perth S.D. No. 575 and worked in V. W. 
Johnson's General Store until it burned down on 
January 4, 1909. Then I worked for Hough Bros. and 
Wickware Store and the Creamery. In 1913, I gradu
ated from Winnipeg Business College and obtained 
the job as bookkeeper of Winnipeg Garage Ltd., 
under manager George Kelly. 

In 1915, I worked in the Mail Order Dept. of T. 
Eaton Co. until joining the Canadian Army Service 
Corps with training at Camp Hughes (now Shilo). 
Spring of 1916, I took more training in England and 
then to France as a driver with a transport division 
making many night trips to the front line. Six months 
later, I transferred to the Naval Flying Corps, training 
at Greenwich, Eastboume and Ayr in Scotland for 
fighter training in single seater Sopwith and Camel 
fighters with a machine gun pointed through the 
prop. Later I went back to Eastboume for my Com
mission as Flight Officer and patrol work along the 
coast of England, Scotland and France, and finally as 
an instructor and Adjutant after November 11, 1918. 

I arrived home in Rossbum for Christmas 1919, 
and bought grocery stores in Winnipeg, on Ken
sington St., St. James in 1920; later another one on 
Strathcona St., and a third on Johnson Ave., East 
Kildonan. Finally settled in Rossbum operating a 
general store until 1946. I had the Post Office for 35 
years, retiring in 1961. 

Besides these ventures, I was Mayor of Rossbum 
from 1932-1950 and again from 1960-1963. While in 
office Rossbum got hydro, a new town hall, curling 
rink and waterworks. I was president of the Manitoba 
Postmasters' Association for four years, an active 
member and in offices ofthe L. O. L. , Oddfellows and 
Masonic Lodges and the Legion, Secretary-Trea
surer of the Hospital Board for many years, worked 
for the Blind Society canvasses and the United 
Church and have been Secretary-Treasurer for 
Neepawa Chamber of Commerce since retiring here 
on November 30, 1963. 

I have Honorary Life Memberships in the 
Postmasters' Association and Neepawa Chamber of 



Commerce, and I am an active member of the Super
annuates. 

Pastimes were golfing and curling, now bowling 
with the Seniors "Happy Timers" . 

On August 1,1934 I married Viola Rowe of Fork 
River; we have four sons: Melvyn in Vancouver, a 
Captain with C.P.A.; Delroy in Winnipeg, a Region
al Manager of Product Safety Dept. of Consumer and 
Corporate Affairs; Robert, Senior Asst. Manager of 
Royal Bank in Kamloops and Donald, Manager of 
Royal Bank in Winnipeg. All sons are married, so we 
are blessed with four daughters and six grand
children, Gary, Brian, Robbie, Susan, Jennifer and 
Michael. 

My motto "Keep busy; - a very busy person 
never has time to be unhappy. " 

Record of Postmaster J. G. Stitt An Out
standing One; Eighteen Years as Mayor 
Each Term By Popular Acclaim; Near~y 
Half of The Term Of Service Came in The 
"Hungry Thirties" 
Taken from 1952 Edition of Rossbum Review. 

Mr. and Mrs. 1. G. Stitt were the honored guests 
at a Dance sponsored by the Memorial Arena Com
mittee on Friday, February 17th, when Mr. Stitt was 
presented with a suitably engraved mantel clock on 
behalf of the Village Council and the citizens of 
Rossburn. 

The presentation was made and the address read 
by the newly acclaimed Mayor Earl Moffat. The 
address read in part as follows: 

"On behalf of the Council and citizens of 
Rossburn, in presenting you with this our token of 
appreciation, Mr. Stitt, it is our sincere wish that, 
throughout all the years to come, thisSlock will ever 
symbolize for you the deep gratitude of the people for 
the many hours of your life, which you so un stint
ingly devoted to your office as Mayor. That these 
miniature books upon this miniature mantel will 
mean for you, our appreciation of the know ledge and 
wisdom with which you discharged the duties of 
office during all those years and that this miniature 
fireplace will symbolize what we wish for you, the 
peaceful and quiet comfort of retirement from the 
responsibilities of office and sweet contentment in 
the knowledge of a bigjob well and faithfully done." 

Mr. Stitt replied, giving some of the achieve
ments and progress made by the Village during his 
term and looked forward to the time when Rossburn 
will be the "Town of Rossburn" or the, "City of 
Rossburn. " 

"In expressing our thanks and appreciation to the 
man, we must not overlook the fact that an equal 
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share of the sacrifices must be borne by the man's life 
partner. A bouquet of American Beauties was pre
sented to Mrs. Stitt." 

Dmytro Yarmey 
It was in the year of 1875, in the Village of 

Horoshowa, County of Borschiw, Halychyna-West
em Ukraine, that I was born, the first son of Maxim 
and Anna Yarmey. "It was a happy home." 

As the family enlarged and the general conditions 
were poor, I realized it was my duty to help my 
parents out. I was only thirteen years old when I 
ventured into various villages in search of work. My 
first job was to work for a German man who made a 
contract with my father. I was to work through the 
day and go to school in the evenings. 

The days were hard for me, but I was obedient 
and applied myself to learn the trade and the German 
language. As the time went by I became very lone
some for my home. I missed my parents. 

One day while I was in the Village I saw a man 
from my home place. I approached him and made 
arrangements for a ride home. It was a very joyous 
day for me, and a very happy reunion with the family. 

My other jobs took me to different parts of Eu
rope such as Germany, Poland, Austria, and France. 
During those years, I acquired much knowledge, 
especially to speak, read and write several different 
languages. I became discouraged when I thought of 
the years going by and I was not making much 
progress and still earning a meagre salary. 

One particular day in the year of 1897 in the town 
of Dorniy Worta I was standing by a newsstand and 
glanced at various news from the world. I picked up a 
few papers and saw an advertisement published in 
big letters, "Immigration Canada". I bought the 
paper and read all about the great opportunity avail
able. I became very interested and on January 10, 
1898, I wrote a letter to the Canadian Immigration 
Department at Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 

In March 1898, I received a reply to my letter. 
The Immigration Department gave me all the neces
sary information. Immediately I wrote to my parents, 
describing everything in detail and asked them to 
assist me. My father's reply was - give up the idea of 
immigration to Canada - the unknown world. 
Being of a stubborn nature, I kept corresponding 
with the Immigration Bureau, still being employed at 
the lumber mill at Donriy Worta. Again I wrote to my 
father. This time I firmly stated that I was serious 
about going to Canada and that I would go even 
without his consent. To me Canada was the Promised 
Land of Golden Opportunities. 

In the early part of January 1899, I got a letter 
from my father to come home and get ready for 



immigration. My parents finally agreed to sell out 
and immigrate to Canada too. This was the begin
ning of action. I quit the job at the mill and went 
horne. In the month of February 1899, I started 
corresponding with the Steamship agent Kolesburg. 
I obtained the information about the passports, the 
ship leaving for Canada and the destination of the 
port upon arrival. 

In March 1899, my father sold everything we 
owned and we were ready to leave our homeland. 
Unfortunately the Polish Government withheld our 
passports for some unknown reason and we were 
delayed in leaving. In May 1899 we all said our 
farewells to the relatives and friends in the village of 
Horoshowa and boarded the train for the steamship to 
Canada. The whole family encountered serious ill
ness on the ship, but with God's help each one sur
vived. 

June 4th 1899, we arrived at Quebec, Canada. 
From Quebec we were boarded on the train en route 
to Selkirk, Manitoba to the barracks of the Immigra
tion Department provided for the immigrants by the 
Canadian Government. We remained several days at 
Selkirk. While there I got acquainted with Mr. Gen
ick who was employed by the Immigration Dept. I re
vealed to Mr. Genick that I was capable of reading 
and writing in several foreign languages and he at 
once offered me a job of an interpreter at the Immi
gration Dept. I could not leave my parents alone in 
the strange land and therefore declined the offer. 

We arrived at Shoal Lake, Manitoba and were 
very excited as on this day we received our official 
location of the land parcels. My quarter section was 
S.W. 16-20-24, my father's quarter section was S.E. 
16-20-24. This land was located at Rossburn, Man
itoba so we were transported by wagons to Rossburn. 
Each family was given a tent and 100 lbs. of flour and 
5 lbs. of salt. 

Father and I got busy and cleared enough land to 
plant a garden which made mother very happy. We 
then cut down small trees to erect a temporary shel
ter. The next job was to construct a large house. 
Father and I worked long tedious hours every day. 
This house was 24 feet long. The kitchen measured 
12'x9', the middle part of the house had a clay oven 
6'x6' and the living room was 12'x9'. We were 
greatly surprised one day when a swarm of workers 
turned out and helped to finish the house by mud 
plastering the logs and putting a thatched roof. 

Winter carne early. By September 25th the snow 
covered the land. There wasn't much to do so we 
visited our neighbors back and forth. Our first 
Christmas in Canada was celebrated on January 7th, 
1900. It was a joyous Christmas. We gave thanks to 
the Lord for bringing us to our adopted land in 
Canada. 
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In the Spring of 1900 we all realized we had 
problems. Not one of us could speak English and we 
needed jobs. I decided to try my luck at Dauphin, 
Manitoba - ninety miles out of Rossburn. When I 
arrived at Dauphin, to my dismay, I found out that the 
people in Dauphin were in the same position as us. 
Everybody was seeking employment. I was down
hearted. I rested for two days and started back the 
ninety mile walk horne. Horne at Rossburn, I went 
into the village and loitered in the little stores, watch
ing the people mill around and suddenly I got an idea. 
I made a sign and pinned it on my coat lapel. The sign 
read (WERK) in German. Within a half hour a big 
man stepped up to me and pointed to the sign and 
talked to me in broken German. He asked if I was 
interested in work. I shook my head to indicate yes. 
He took out a piece of paper, wrote his name, the 
town Angusville and $12.00 per month. With as
tonishment I nodded my head. This was my first job 
in Canada. 

I worked for two brothers, Jack and Adam Angus 
on the farm. They were easy going and pleasant to 
work for. In July the heavy rains carne and we could 
not work the fields. Jack said, on this day we'll help 
Adam build the garage. We were about to start work 
when Jack realized that he forgot to bring the nails. 
He told me to go horne and bring some nails. I 
understood the words buggy and Nilly. So I went to 
the bam, hitched up Nilly to the buggy and carne 
back. Jack and Adam started to laugh. Jack asked 
where I was going. I realized my wrongdoing. Jack 
my boss approached the side of the buggy and still 
laughing opened his fist and showed me that he needed 
nails. My lesson for the day was the difference 
between horse Nilly and nails. I never forgot it. In the 
two years I worked for Jack and Adam I learned to 
speak and write the English language and this gave 
me added courage and confidence in myself. 

While I worked at Angusville I often made trips 
to Shoal Lake to visit a fair maiden, Rosalie who 
worked in the Shoal Lake Boarding House. 

In February 1903, I married Rosalia Genoway 
and we moved into our own property on section 16. 
We started out with many difficulties but we were 
determined to pull together and overcome all obsta
cles to succeed and create a happy family life. 

I became keenly interested in many affairs of the 
district and the well being of the people in the rural 
municipalities of Rossburn and other surrounding 
districts. It was my great pleasure to serve as a 
councillor, trustee and secretary-treasurer of public 
schools, secretary-treasurer of the United church, 
builder and chairman of the Ukrainian National 
Horne, representative and member of the Agricultur
al Society, weed inspector, census enumerator and 



was on the Board of Directors of the Manitoba Wheat 
Pool. 

Our family life was a very happy one. We were 
blessed with seven children and raised them to the 
best of our ability by sending each one to primary and 
secondary school and thereafter each chose his or her 
own career. Our eldest son William, became a Medi
cal Doctor. 

My wife Rosalia was a great help to me. Many 
times when I was away from home, she managed 
with excellent judgement in home and farm affairs. 
Rosalia had a keen interest in church and organiza
tional work and home entertainments. Her greatest 
pleasure was in the home. She enjoyed planting 
flowers all around the house and derived great plea
sure from them. Her arrangement of flowers won 
many prizes at the yearly Rossbum Fair. 

In 1945 after years of successful farming, Rosalia 
and I retired from farming. We sold the farm and 
moved into town. 

In July 1953 all our children came home to cele
brate our Golden Wedding Anniversary. Ten years 
later we celebrated our 60th anniversary but due to 
our failing health we kept it quiet. 

During the leisurely days, I often reminisced on 
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Yesterday's Doctor - The Prairie Publishing Co. One of the 
well-constructed homes, that of Metro Yarmey - built about 
1920. Taken about 1930. 

our life in Canada. My reflections were full of grati
tude - for the endurance of hardships and the happi
ness of contributing to the development of Canada. 

As it was in the beginning, so it is now, Canada is 
a great country of Golden Opportunities. 

submitted by Anthony Yarmey 





Family Histories 
Robert John Alexander 

Robert John Alexander (Bob) was born in Carle
ton County, Ontario on February 14, 1887. He served 
in the Forces during the First World War. He married 
Elizabeth Hamilton on April 18, 1922, at which time 
they took up residence in Vista. He was a member of 
the Vista and Rossburn Legion and the Orange 
Lodge. He was a member of the Vista and Rossburn 
United Church. 

He was the station agent in Vista, together with 
an Oil and Gas Agency for 25 years, until his retire
ment, after which time they resided in Rossbum and 
Winnipeg. 

They had two daughters, Muriel and Wilma. 
Death came to him January 23, 1977 in Win

nipeg. 

Thomas Howard Alexander 
On September 2nd, 1880, on the Third Line of 

Huntley, in Goulburn County, Ontario, Thomas 
Howard Alexander was born. He was the second 
child of David George Alexander and his wife Ellen 
Harten Alexander, for they too, were born and raised 
in the same area, of parents who had migrated from 
County Tyrone, Ireland, in 1829. 

Howard, being the second eldest of twelve chil
dren, went to the local school house for seven years, 
and at the age of fourteen left home with a team of 
horses, to work in the bush camps for the winter. He 
would haul water at night to make ice roads, so that 
they could skid logs out to the river. When spring 
came they were floated down river to the mills. In 
doing this he was able to help support a fast growing 
family. 

It was in 1905 when Howard decided to go west. 
He arrived in Rossburn, and went to work on the farm 
for Mr. Andrew Peden. In 1908 he bought Panny 
Irwin's dray business, and this became his life and 
livelihood. Hauling the freight for the Canadian Na
tional Railway was his main concern, but he also did 
odd jobs such as, hauling ice in the spring to fill the 
ice houses, ploughing gardens, and hauling lumber 
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from Peden's mill, and hauling household fuel for 
stoves and furnaces. 

On August 23rd, 1916 he took a bride, Edna May 
Johnston, the eldest daughter of Victor and May 
Johnston, (nee Palmer). Mr. Johnston at one time 
owned a store in Rossburn, and later was a Justice of 
the Peace for the Village of Rossburn. 

It was during this era of Howard's life that besides 
draying, he had a furniture store, was the local Imper
ial Oil dealer, and also looked after the local under
taking duties. He had a hearse with wheels for 
summer, and sleighs for winter. Then later he had an 
Overland Funeral Coach. Howard, never learning to 
drive, was always smart enough to have the local 
garage mechanic drive for him so he could always get 
home. These old hearses can still be seen today in an 
old car museum at Elkhorn, Manitoba, on the Trans 
Canada Highway. 

During his early life in Rossburn, Howard played 
soccer, in which he excelled, also played with the 
local baseball club, and was with them when they 

Howard Alexander as King William. (1931) 



won the Northwest Baseball Championship in 1913. 
It has also been said that he was a pretty fair curler. 
He was a charter member of the Loyal Orange Lodge 
of Rossburn, and could be seen riding the white 
steed on July 12th. 

It was in 1920 when the first child was born to 
Edna and Howard, and named Lorraine Eleanor Al
exander, then followed by Patricia in 1923, Jerry in 
1927, Ellwood in 1929, and the last, Gertrude, in 
1931. 

Lorraine married Lloyd Warnock, and lives in 
Vancouver, B.C. with their two children Lawrence 
and Lynn. Patricia had a son from her first marriage, 
Kelvin McFarlane. He is married and lives in Vic
toria, B.C. Patricia later married Harold Mid
dlemass, a local school teacher. They live in 
Neepawa, Manitoba, where Harold taught in the 
collegiate, and retired, and recently deceased in Ap
ril, 1980. Jerry married Mary Glasman of Russell, 
Manitoba, and resides in Winnipeg. Ellwood mar
ried Marion Ellwood of Stony Mountain, Man., 
where they presently live. They have two boys, Keith 
and Howard, and two girls, Colleen and Heather. 
Gertrude has made her home in Winnipeg. 

In wintertime in Rossburn many a young one has 
hitched his sleigh to the dray and was towed around 
for a ride, or go for a tally-ho. At Christmas time the 
young ones would be driven around the village 
streets singing carols. When the Christmas Tree con
cert was on at the town hall, who was the jolly old 
fellow in the big red suit? "Yep" T. H. Alexander, 
but there were a couple of clues that used to give him 
away, that crooked old thumb, and a couple of those 
bear stories. 

After retiring and living a few years in Rossburn, 
the Alexanders moved to Neepawa. At the age of 90 
years Howard became ill and went into Assiniboine 
Hospital in Brandon, Manitoba, where he died in 
November, 1972 in his 92nd year. Mrs. Edna Alex
ander still lives in Neepawa, at Eastview Manor, and 
enjoys a happy life for a person of her age. 

To know Rossburn, you had to know T. H. 
Alexander, for they were synonymous. They grew 
together, and with his character and hard work, like 
many others, helped to make it the great community 
it is today. Rossburn has had many sons, who were, 
and are prominent and successful business men over 
the years, who all had their basic teachings by men 
such as him. 

Its all these little things in life, that build the 
foundation for the bigger things to come, and the 
sound future for a better community in which to live. 
God Bless them all. They did their part. Now let us 
do ours. 

Respectfully submitted by 
Lorraine and Lloyd Warnock 
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Ament 
Albert Ament was born on February 29th, 1892 at 

Kinkora, near Listowel, Ontario, the eldest of four 
children of Leo and Barbara Ament. Albert had two 
brothers, Bill (who later farmed at Churchbridge and 
Langenburg, Saskatchewan), Sandy (who farmed at 
Elmira, Ontario), and a sister, Margaret Dorsch (at 
Waterloo, Ontario). 

In 1911, at the age of nineteen, Albert came west 
to Foam Lake, Saskatchewan on a threshing excur
sion. He worked for Pete Gruber. After harvest, he 
returned to Ontario, but, in 1912, came west again to 
Kenton, Manitoba, where he worked on the farm of 
George Johnston. 

In 1917, Albert bought the livery barn in Bin
scarth, where he and Frank Clement formed a part
nership. They operated this business for two or three 
years. 

While in the livery business, Albert met Eva 
Crerar, who was born at Larimore, North Dakota, but 
had come to Canada with her parents, James and 
Nellie Crerar. Eva was the eldest of seven children. 
The family ranched at Cardston, Alberta, then 
moved to Binscarth where they bought a farm. Eva 
and Albert were married at Binscarth in December, 
1920. 

While living at Binscarth, Albert and Eva's son, 
Gordon was born in September, 1921. Albert dis
posed of the livery business and they moved to the 
Endcliffe district, northwest of Russell, to farm. 
They settled on the Moore place, but after a short 
time they moved to the Lorimer place where, in April 
1923, a daughter, Irene, was born. Later, they moved 
to the L. 1. Carr farm where Leila was born in July, 
1930. 

Left to Right: Albert, Eva, Gordon, Leila (Mrs. Bob Morrison) 
and Irene (Mrs. Earl Taylor) Ament. (1958) 

Both Gordon and Irene started school at End
cliffe. 

In the Spring of 1933, the Albert Ament family 
moved to Section 7, Township 19, Range 25 W in the 
municipality of Rossburn. This was a complete sec
tion of land which they rented for the first six years 



from the firm of Osler, Hammond and Nanton. In 
1939, they bought this farm, which had formerly 
been the property of Oscar Copping. 

The Ament children attended Colonsay School, 
which was situated on the south-west corner of their 
farm. Gordon left school to assist his father on the 
farm, while Irene and Leila stayed in Rossburn to 
complete school there. 

In 1947, Albert and Eva built a house east of the 
creamery in Rossburn, moving in that Fall. Eva 
passed away in 1958, and many people remember her 
well for her kindly ways. After several years, Albert 
sold his house and moved to Rossburn Lions' Manor. 
In the Fall of 1979, he moved to the Eventide Home in 
Brandon, where, at the age of eighty-nine, he still 
enjoys good health. 

Gordon Ament - married Catherine Whitmer 
of Russell in April, 1947. They took over the farm 
from Albert and Eva, where they continued farming 
actively for thirteen years. 

They had three sons: 
Donald (1948) - lives in Winnipeg, where he 

attended the University of Winnipeg, receiving a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in October, 1980. He is 
presently attending the University of Manitoba to 
complete requirements for a Bachelor of Social Work 
Degree. 

Wayne (1949) - married Loretta Masson of Oak 
Lake. They have two daughters: Sheila (1976) and 
Shelly (1978), and reside at Wasa, B.C., where 
Wayne is employed in the logging industry. 

Kenneth (1957) - lives in Birtle, where he has 
been employed for the past three and one half years 
with the Manitoba Department of Highways as a 
surveyor. 

Don and Wayne attended school at Colonsay until 
its closure in June, 1960, due to the beginning of the 
School Division system. In order to have the boys 
continue their education, the family moved to 
Rossburn in August, 1960, where all three boys grad
uated from Grade XII. Eventually, Gordon rented the 
farm to a neighbor, Mr. Larry Copping. After work
ing in the plumbing business for some time when 
waterworks were installed in Rossburn, Gordon ac
cepted the position of Supervisor of Transportation 
and Maintenance with Pelly Trail School Division, a 
position he still holds. Caye taught school for ap
proximately twenty-five years, retiring from the 
teaching profession in June, 1980. 

Irene- married Earl Taylor of Rossburn October 
30, 1946. They live one mile west of town on the 
north-east quarter of 26-19-25. They had three sons: 
Delmar, Morgan and Gary, who were born and edu
cated in Rossburn. Irene took Bishop sewing in 1971 
and 1972, also courses in crafts; oil painting and 
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Speedy Tailoring in 1980 and 1981, which were all 
taken in Rossburn. 

Leila -left Rossburn to work in Winnipeg. She 
was employed in the Royal Bank from 1949 until 
1956. Leila married Bob Morrison of Winnipeg in 
June 1951. From 1964 until 1975, she was with the 
Bank of Nova Scotia. In May of 1975, they moved to 
Richmond, B.C., where she was employed with the 
Fort Garry Trust Co. for two years, until it closed in 
1980. Leila is at present employed with the Bank of 
Nova Scotia in Richmond. Bob was employed as a 
salesman for John Marten's Co. (sporting goods), for 
twenty-five years in Winnipeg. In Vancouver he was 
a Western Sales manager for Northern Stag until 
1978; then he got on with Alliance International Sales 
where they import goods; at present he travels to the 
Orient, and other eastern points. Bob and Leila have 
two children; a daughter Patti and a son Alan. Patti 
was born February 24, 1956, in Winnipeg where she 
took her education; worked in the Bank of Nova 
Scotia; married Ken Hewson of Winnipeg in August 
1976; lived there until 1980; then moved to Kitimat, 
B.C. where Ken works for AIcan. Their daughter, 
Tiffany Lee was born December I, 1978. Patti works 
for Bank of Commerce there. 

Alan was born April 23, 1959 in Winnipeg; took 
part of his education there; moved; then he graduated 
from high school in Richmond, B. C., where he now 
lives and works. 

Andrew 
Alexander Andrew was born in the Fordyce Cas

tle, Fordyce, Scotland in the year 1883. He went to 
school in Fordyce and tells of the boys cutting up the 
teacher's cane and smoking it. Needless to say he has 
never smoked since. 

In June of 1903 his friends "The Reids" told Alex 
they were leaving for Canada and would he like to go 
with them. His decision was made in a hurry and 
within a couple of days Alex bade his parents, brother 
and sister Good bye and boarded the Sicilian for 
Canada arriving July I, 1903, then travelling west to 
Winnipeg where they sought employment. 

In the fall, Alex hired on with Duncan Mansell, a 
farmer at Sanford. His first chore was to do the 
milking. The girls got a big laugh out of watching a 
green Scotsman sitting down on the wrong side of a 
cow. Alex worked off and on for the Mansells for 
seven years. 

During the winter he worked in Winnipeg and 
tells about shovelling the road from Winnipeg to 
Headingly at $1.75 a day. Alex's brothers George and 
Bill came to Canada about five years later. 

In the year 1909, Alex, his brother George and 



John Reid came to Vista where Alex bought the S. W. 
Y4 of 8-19-23 from the Hudson Bay Co. 

Travelling by train to Vista he tells about the 
conductor stopping the train to allow the passengers 
to pick strawberries along the track. 

He cleared and broke land in the summer and 
erected a building that still stands in the yard. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Andrew on their wedding day, March 14, 1911. 

In 1911, Alex married Agnes Mansell and moved 
to Vista. That summer they built a house of logs and 
hauled enough lumber, windows, doors and shingles 
to complete the house at a cost of $114.00. 

Alex tells about visiting a neighbor one day and 
one of his cows had a harness on it. Alex asked why 
the cow was harnessed. The answer was "Bugger 
him suck himself. " 

Alex did his farm work with oxen. They would 
start work in the cool of the morning and when it got 
hot or the oxen tired they took off for the slough to 
cool off. They resumed work in the cool of the 
evenmg. 

Alex told us about going to Shoal Lake about 
sixteen miles away with two oxen. While in Shoal 
Lake he bought another team of oxen and a high 
topped buggy. He hitched the four oxen to the buggy 
and drove home. 

Four of their family were born on this farm. 
James, David, Emma and Netta. In 1919, when Jim 
was of school age Alex sold his farm to his brother 
George and bought S. Y2 14-19-24 from George 
Williamson. Arthur, Douglas and Agnes were born 
on this farm. Jim, David, Emma and Netta started 
their education in the Islay School. Alex had served 
on the school board at Vista. 

62 

One of the summer highlights was the Rossburn 
fair where Alex entered his Clydesdale horses. All 
these horses were sired by a stallion owned by Adam 
H~lIiday. He got his share of prizes for both set of 
Sire and Brood Mare and progeny. 

The economy was beginning to get tough and 
payments on the farm harder to meet so Alex and the 
family moved to the Harry Sleigh homestead in the 
valley 36-20-25 in the spring of 1927. 

The family completed their education at the Val
ley school. Alex had served on the School Board for 
some time. He was also on the Ranchvale Church 
board. 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew retired to Rossburn in the 
fall of 1947 where Alex did odd jobs to help pass the 
time during his early retirement. Mrs. Andrew 
passed away in 1955. Alex lived several years in his 
own house and later spent ten years at the home of his 
daughter Emma. Due to ill health he spent three years 
in the Rossburn Hospital, prior to moving to the 
Russell Personal Care Home. 

Mrs. Andrew was a devoted Mother but always 
found time for a variety of hand work, knitting, 
crocheting, making quilts, etc. She took a great inter
est in local and world affairs, did a lot of reading, and 
was always prepared for a good argument. 

She was a member of the B irdtail W. I. and 
Ranchvale Ladies Aid as well as a member of the 
Vista, Ranchvale and Rossburn United Church. 

She enjoyed playing the organ and especially the 
Sunday evening Sing Song with all the family joining 
in on their favorite hymns. 

Jim married Nancy daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Allan Elvers and resided in Rossburn. His interest 
was in Radio, T. V. and Electrical work. They retired 
from business in 1978. Jim helped install the barb 
wire telephone for Craigs, Finchs, Plantes, An
drews, Smiths and Elvers. 

Jim and Nancy had three children. Jean, Mrs. 
Tom Bell, in Winnipeg have two children, Jim and 
Nancy; Leslie in Rossburn; Lorraine, Mrs. Neil 
Wilkie, of Gillam have three children, Leslie, Jon
nica and Andrew. Jim passed away in January, 1979. 

David moved to Alberta in 1940. He married 
Flora Crown. He served in the Armed Forces and 
after farming in the Tees district for several years 
retired to Lacombe. 

Emma married Otto, son of Mr. and Mrs. Allan 
Elvers. They live in Rossburn. They have two sons, 
Keith who married Patti Carr and have one son 
Robert Lee. They live in The Pas. Gordon lives in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 

Netta married Jim Smith son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Murdoch Smith (Mrs. Polly Strong). They live in 
Rossburn and have one son, Leonard, who married 



Brenda Grunerud and live in Langenburg, 
Saskatchewan. 

Arthur served in the Armed Forces and on his 
return moved to Alberta where he is still farming. He 
married Freda Howitt from P.E.I. They had seven of 
a family. 

Beth married Brian Tripp and live in Bently, 
Alberta. They have two children, Amy and Scot. 

Judy married Ron Zeminek and live at Grand 
Cache. 

Blair worked at Grand Prairie but passed away in 
1975. 

Rodney married Diane Ward and have two chil
dren, Ryan and Trina. They farm in the Mirror Dis
trict. 

Sandra and Cathy in Edmonton, and Kerry at
tending school. 

Douglas served in the Armed Forces and later 
married Blanche, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. 
Shaw. They purchased the Lone Tree Farm (formerly 
known as Lone Tree Post Office). They have three 
children. Russell, married Carol Tanner and they 
have three children; Norman is on the farm and 
Norma is an R.N. in Brandon. Russell and Norman 
farm with their father. 

Agnes married Glen Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Murdoch Smith (Mrs. Polly Strong) and now live in 
Brandon. They have two girls, Joyce who married 
Bryan Welbourne and lives at Portage. They have 
two children, Jason and Pamela, and Patsy who mar
ried Dennis Mauthe and have one son Craig. She 
lives in Winnipeg. 

Alex made only one trip back to Scotlond in the 
year 1961 to visit his brother James who passed away 
that fall. 

submitted by E. Elvers 

John and Oksana Antonichuk 
John Antonichuk, born September 27, 1885 in 

Horoshowa, a village in the Ukrainian province of 
Borschiw, came to Canada in May, 1899. The family, 
consisting of his mother Irene, stepfather Mike 
Dowhan, and older brother Wasyl, landed in Halifax 
from the S.S. Brazilla, and then proceeded by train 
to Shoal Lake. Here the Canadian government 
provided the newcomers with wagon transportation 
to the site of their future homes, as well as a tent, axe, 
saw, and a shovel. After two weeks the tents were 
picked up to be loaned to the next group of settlers. 

Mike Dowhan's homestead was the N. W. Y4 of 
Section 16, Township 20, Range 24. While the par
ents worked at erecting some form of shelter before 
winter set in, John, who was not quite fourteen years 
old, looked for work among the established farmers 
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in the area. For quite a few years he worked for Mr. 
R. R. Ross, who was Reeve of Rossburn Munic
ipality. 

Mrs. Ross was a schoolteacher. While her chil
dren worked at their homework in the evenings, Mrs. 
Ross encouraged John to join them and study En
glish. After a few years under her supervision and 
assistance John became quite proficient in reading 
and writing, as well as in speaking English. 

Mr. Ross provided some practical advice. He 
suggested that John take a cow and horse as part of 
his summer's wages, but John, recalling how his 
family had used oxen in the old country, asked for a 
couple of young steers. The job with the Ross family 
was a stroke of good fortune for John because it not 
only helped provide for the financial needs of his 
parents, but brought him in contact with intelligent 
and kind people who gave him useful advice and 
training which might not have been received 
elsewhere. 

In the fall of 1907 Oks ana Yakiwchuk came to 
Canada from the same village as John. They were 
married June 16, 1908 by Rev. John Danylchuk in the 
Independent Church, one of the earliest Ukrainian 
churches in Manitoba. It had been built in 1902 on the 
Stefan Panas homestead (N.E. 14-20-24). 

A church satisfied the spiritual and social needs 
of the pioneer community. John had helped in the 
construction of the Ukrainian Independent Church, 
and, with his brother Wasyl, had donated a chan
delier to be used in the church. Eventually, when this 
church was closed this chandelier was transferred to 
the Ukrainian Greek-Orthodox Church on the John 
Karmazeniuk homestead. The Antonichuks were 
members of this church, and their children Nettie and 
William were christened there. A few years later a 
new church was built on the Karmazeniuk farm. Its 
members celebrated its 75th anniversary in the sum
mer of 1980. 

In 1910 Dmytro Kozak loaned John $100, and 
with this as a down payment John and Oks ana pur
chased their own farm, S.E. Y4 31-20-24. During the 
spring and summer they built a 2-room log house 
with shingled roof and board floors. John, with his 
yoke of oxen, started clearing the land while Oksana 
put in a vegetable garden. In the fall she started mud
plastering the house and stable while her husband 
was away from home with the threshing gang. In the 
wintertime John cut and hauled cord wood to 
Rossburn. It was a distance of seven miles, but be
hind the plodding oxen it represented a whole day's 
Journey. 

Later, brother Wasyl and John each bought a 
horse. This was a momentous advance in transporta
tion and an opportunity for a new joint enterprise. 



The brothers often travelled to Birtle with their team 
of horses to haul in a load of flour for themselves and 
their neighbors. 

John and Oks ana Antonichuk actively supported 
the development of church and cultural life of their 
community. They were founding members of the 
local Ukrainian Greek-Orthodox Church and the 
Ukrainian National Home. Winter evenings often 
were spent by the family listening to John read the 
news and editorials in the "Canadian Farmer" and 
the "Ukrainian Voice". Somehow life and thought 
flourished without the blessing of radio and televi
sIon. 

In 1944, the Antonichuks retired to Rossburn 
where their 6-room house on 1st Street became a 
"home away from home" for quite a few out-of-town 
high school students. 

Standing: Nettie, John Antonichuk. Sitting: William, Oksana 
Antonichuk. 

In 1963, Mr. and Mrs. Antonichuk moved to 
Toronto to live with their daughter and son-in-law, 
Nettie and John Parsons. In 1965, they flew into 
Winnipeg, re-visited Rossburn and the old home-
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stead, and said their fond farewells to dear friends 
and neighbors. 

Their family consists of: 
(A) Daughter and son-in-law, Nettie and John 

Parsons in Toronto. One grandson Jeremy Parsons 
and his wife Carol living in Burlington, Ontario. Two 
great-grandchildren, David (14), and Jeremy (5). 

(B) Son and daughter-in-law, William and Mabel 
Antonichuk, residing in Winnipeg. Granddaughter 
Sonia and her husband Richard Graboski in Win
nipeg, two great-grandchildren, Christina (10), and 
Lisa (8). 

Granddaughter Eugenia and her husband, 
Michael McShane in Ottawa. Two great-grand
children, Sheri (4), and Willie (1). 

(C) A fifteen month daughter Irene had died 
September, 1911. 

John Antonichuk died in Toronto, October 30th, 
1969. 

Oksana, who was 91 years old in 1980, is living in 
Toronto with Nettie and John. She has spent many 
happy hours reminiscing about old times and old 
friends, and in providing the information for this 
page of Rossburn history. 

Antonow (Antoniw) 
Fedko and Anna (Yacyshyn) together with their 

four children, Yevka, Andruch, Palahna and Stefan, 
left their village of Zelena, in the district of Skalat in 
western Ukraine in the spring of 1899. They arrived 
in Canada aboard the S. S. Phoenicia landing at 
Halifax on May 21, 1899. 

Fedko and his family together with his brother-in
law, Semko Klym, and neighbor, Stefan Panas, came 
by rail as far as Shoal Lake, then were transported by 
horse and wagon to their destination just a short 
distance from Rossman Lake (then called Fish Lake). 
Their designated homesteads were to be on section 
14-20-24: Antonow's the north west quarter, Panas' 
the north east and Klym's the south west. In 1901 
John Hrankowski arrived settling on the south east 
quarter. 

The Ukrainian families faced many hardships 
upon their arrival in Manitoba for they were un
familiar with the language, customs and culture that 
were predominantly Anglo-Saxon. Their home
steads were nothing more than one hundred and sixty 
acres of dense bush, hills and stone which was diffi
cult to clear and cultivate. However, this did not 
discourage them. They began their new lives full of 
enthusiasm and determination; for they were thank
ful and appreciative of their newly found freedom 
and home land and envisioned a much brighter future 
for their children and grandchildren. 

When Fedko and Anna arrived on their home-



Seated: Fred and Anna Antonow. Standing: John and Mike 
Antonow. 

stead, the area was not yet surveyed. The three fam
ilies constructed their temporary shelters (buddhas) 
on what turned out to be the southwest of 23-20-24. 
The men then quickly went to work cutting logs for 
their new homes. Anna Antonow had a patch of land 
broken up on 23 which was hand cultivated into a 
garden. After the surveying was completed, it turned 
out that all three families had to re-locate as they were 
situated on land other than their own. 

Fedko applied for his land grant of hundred and 
sixty acres on August 29, 1899 and, ten years later, 
upon fullfilling all the requirements under the Do
minion Lands Act, on July 6, 1909 was awarded the 
grant, (Homestead no. 77784). 

Fedko and Anna, along with their children, la
boured many long and tedious hours clearing the 
bush, breaking the land and in time, sowing a crop, 
planting a garden and raising some livestock in order 
to provide a living for the young and growing family. 

Fedko was known to many of his neighbors as 
"Koval" or translated into English, blacksmith. He 
had spent three years in an apprenticeship program in 
Ukraine and his knowledge and skills in black
smithing proved invaluable in Canada, not only for 
his own needs but also his neighbors' . 

He built his first blacksmith shop and a forge of 
wood and clay. This forge was fired with a bellows 
(an instrument that by alternate expansion and con
traction draws in air through a valve and expels it 
through a tube). Before coal was available, he made 
his own coal from burnt wood. 
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Another skill that Fedko had mastered was to 
forge weld two red hot pieces of iron together. The 
trick was to know the precise temperature of the iron 
bars when fusing the pieces together. Firstly, he 
would heat up the irons to the required temperature, 
pull the irons out of the forge, put on a home-made 
paste of reddish clay, and then place the hot irons 
back into the forge. The purpose of the clay paste was 
to keep the irons clean and free of dirt and scale and 
also to keep the melting liquid on the irons intact. 
After removing the irons from the forge again, he 
would shake off the clay and bind the irons together 
with several poundings of the hammer. 

Later a powder substance, borax welding com
pound, was used for this purpose. 

Fedko also constructed a V-shaped cultivator 
with six or seven steel shanks and shovels on a 
wooden frame. Initially the shanks were just hooks 
which were used to dig out couch grass. This piece of 
equipment was pulled by 2 or 3 horses. He also made 
much of his own farm and garden tools as well as for 
his neighbours. These tools included sickles, scythes 
and hoes. He would also sharpen plow shares and 
forge weld points on shovels. 

Fedko and Anna raised a family of seven chil
dren, four of whom were born in Ukraine and three in 
Canada. A fourth child, Nastia, died tragically while 
still an infant, from burns sustained in a fire. The 
surviving children were, in order of age, Yevka, 
Andruch, Palahna, Stefan, Ewan, Michael and 
Marie. 

Fedko and Anna were faithful members of Sts. 
Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church (Ross burn 
Farms) and rest there in eternal peace. Fedko died in 
1941 at the age of seventy-four and Anna in 1953. 

Their descendants, who are scattered throughout 
both Canada and the United States, wish to express 
their deepest gratitude and dedicate this portion of the 
book to the memories of Fedko and Anna Antonow, 
who through their perseverance during very difficult 
times and unrelentless pursuit of happiness, found 
prosperity and freedom for themselves and their chil
dren, in a new found country, have made all the 
riches and freedoms of life possible for us. 

Yevka (Eva) 
Eva was born in 1891 and was only eight years old 

when she crossed the Atlantic Ocean with her parents 
in 1899. 

She married James Goodman Glenn from Neche, 
North Dakota in 1908; Jim at the time, was working 
in the tinsmith shop in Rossburn. After their mar
riage, Jim and Eva rented the N .E. Y4 8-20-24 and 
farmed until 1925 when, with their eleven children, 
Margaret, William, Ernest, Goodman, Nellie, Ella, 



Gladys, Frances, Earl, Pearl and Elmer. They re
turned to North Dakota. 

At their new home three more children were 
born, - June, Leslie and Harold. 

Jim passed away in 1953 and Eva in 1976. Of their 
fourteen children, eleven are still living at various 
locations throughout the U.S.A. 

Andruch (Andrew) 
Andrew was born in 1893 in Ukraine and em

igrated to Canada with his parents in 1899. He was 
raised on his parents' homestead and, being the el
dest of the boys, had to spend exhausting hours 
helping his father clearing the bush and breaking the 
land for cultivation. 

In 1917 Andrew married Frances Maydaniuk and 
moved onto his own farm (N .E. 15-20-24). 

Andrew and Frances raised eleven children on 
their farm, all of whom attended Hranko and Perch 
Schools. The children were Mike (born 1918), Elsie 
and Ann (twins born 1921), Helen (born 1922), Joe 
(born 1924), Polly (born 1925), John (born 1927), 
Matt (born 1929), Zelma (born 1931), Harry (born 
1933), and Walter (born 1937). All of the children, 
now married and raising their own families, vividly 
recall many of the pleasant memories and experi
ences they had while growing up on their parents' 
farm. 

Andrew Antoniw family. Back Row, Left to Right: Anne, Elsie, 
Joe, Mike, Polly, Helen, Matt, John. Middle Row (seated): 
Grandma Anna Antoniw, Andrew and Francis (parents). Front 
Row: Harry, Walter, Zelma Antoniw, Jan. 7, 1942. 

One particular event that was perhaps more mem
orable was the relocation of their home. Nowadays 
the moving of a building is a relatively simple pro
cedure what with all the mechanized equipment, 
trucks, etc. but back in the 30's it was a massive 
undertaking. 

In 1932 or 1933, Andrew decided to re-locate his 
house which was situated on a barren hill, to a more 
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sheltered area, a distance of approximately 250 
yards. For the total sum of $50 Andrew employed 
four men; Bill and Nick Slobodesky, Kasey Gen
ovey, Mike Peech and Kasey's two-horse team. 

The house that was moved was a 16 x 22 foot one 
and a half story log structure with siding cover. 
Initially the house was jacked up and log skids and 
rollers placed underneath. One end of a 100-foot steel 
cable was hooked on to the skids and the other end to 
a stump puller. The stump puller was anchored by 
another cable attached to a log buried six feet in the 
ground. The team of horses were hitched at the end of 
a ten foot pole that was secured in a horizontal posi
tion to the stump puller. As the horses pulled the pole 
in a circle around the stump puller, the cable would 
wind around thus inching the house closer to the 
stump puller. The horses had to step over the cable 
each time they came around directly between the 
house and the stump puller. Once there was no more 
room for the horses to trek between the house and the 
stump puller, the whole procedure had to be repeated 
again,.and again, and again, each time advancing the 
house a hundred feet closer to the destination. It took 
four men and a team of horses five days before the 
house was moved and set on comer stones in its new 
location. 

During those five days all the cooking was done 
in a granary but the family still slept in their home 
even though the house, during part of the move, was 
sitting on a side of a hill. On one such night a gale 
force wind came up and the girls, who were sleeping 
upstairs, awoke and became terrified, fearing that the 
house would be blown over with the whole family in 
it. Needless to say, no one got very much sleep that 
night. 

The children, as mentioned, numbered eleven: 
Mike, the eldest son, was drafted into the Canadian 
Army in October, 1940. After completing one 
month's basic training he returned home. As the war 
continued, Mike was called back for more basic and 
advanced training in January, 1942. In July, 1943 he 
left for the Aleutian Islands with a contingent of 
5,000 Canadian troops that was placed under Amer
ican command. In January, 1944 he came home, and 
after a short holiday, was sent to the British Isles in 
May, 1944 where he was assigned to the Fourth 
Division - Armoured Corps Lake Superior Regi
ment. He saw action in Europe and was part of the D
Day invasion of Germany. Mike attained the rank of 
Sergeant while serving in the Army and in March, 
1946 was discharged. 

Upon securing civilian status, Mike took up the 
blacksmithing trade and in April, 1946 started work
ing for Nick Slobodesky in his blacksmith shop in 
Rossburn. It should be noted that Mike was the only 



descendant of the Antoniw family that followed in his 
grandfather's footsteps by taking up the black
smithing trade. 

In 1947 Mike established his own blacksmith 
shop in Angusville and then in 1948, formed a part
nership with his brother-in-law, Walter Hachkowski, 
and operated a blacksmith shop in Strathclair. In 1953 
Mike commenced his own blacksmithing business in 
Rossburn. During his stay in Rossburn, Mike 
fulfilled his community obligations exceptionally 
well by serving on numerous boards, councils and 
organizations; most noteworthy being; - Volunteer 
Fire Department, September, 1981 will mark Mike's 
25th year on the brigade of which 23 years were as 
Fire Chief, and 2 years as Mutual Aid Co-ordinator. 
- Village Council, from 1957-1968; - Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Ukrainian Catholic Church, member 
of the building committee from 1965-1969 and mem
ber of the Executive from 1970 to the present time;
Pelly Trail School Division, school trustee from 
1972-1980. 

In 1950 Mike married Caroline Parobec from 
Angusville. 

They raised three children - Catherine, Patricia, 
and Johann. 

Mike and Caroline presently make their home in 
Rossburn. 

Elsie, one of Andrew's and Frances' twin daugh
ters, after completing her schooling and working at 
various jobs in the area as well as helping at home, 
married Walter Hachkowski in 1943. Walter and 
Elsie lived on a farm near Marco until 1948, then 
moved to Strathclair where Walter went into the 
blacksmithing business. Elsie and Walter raised two 
sons, Angus and Anthony. Angus married Jean 
Williams of Shoal Lake in 1972; and presently live in 
Minnedosa. They have two children, Paul and An
drea. Anthony married Judy Martin of Strathclair in 
1972 and call Niverville their home. Their children 
are Brett and Derek. Walter and Elsie have now 
retired and are living in Shoal Lake. 

Ann, the other twin daughter, like her sisters, 
completed her schooling at Hranko, then helped on 
the farm as well as working out, married Anton 
Lepischak in 1944. Together they farmed south of 
Rossman Lake until 1957 when they moved to reside 
in Rossburn. They raised two sons, Steven and Karl. 
Steven married Susan Robertson in 1969 and pres
ently they reside in Hinton, Alberta. They have two 
sons, Jeff and Mark. Karl married Glenda Lawless in 
1975 and they reside in Winnipeg. 

Helen married Mike Shkwarok in 1945. A year 
later Mike moved to Barrhead, Alberta to work in the 
saw mills, Helen joined him in 1947. In 1958 Mike 
and Helen and their two sons, Eddie and Barry, 
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moved to Grande Prairie. Mike passed away in 1978. 
Eddie married Muriel Pratt in 1969. They have two 
children, Tamara and Wesley. Barry married Gwen 
Laughy in 1971. Their children are Darrell and 
Christopher. Both sons of Mike and Helen reside in 
Grande Prairie, Alberta. 

Joe, after completing his schooling, helped on 
the family farm and worked out as well. In 1951 he 
married Pauline Obedniak and lived on his Uncle 
Steve's farm (S.W. 15-20-24) for a short time and 
then in 1952 moved to Rossburn. He worked in the 
carpentry and building trade for a number of years, 
mostly with Harry Komhyr and Steve Maydaniuk, 
until 1967 when he moved to St. Catherines, Ontario. 
Joe and Pauline had one daughter, Gloria. Joe is 
presently residing in Winnipeg and is employed as a 
school custodian. 

Polly married Martin Lepischak in 1948 and to
gether they farmed the Lepischak homestead until 
1956. They then operated a restaurant business in 
Rossburn for two years, then in 1958 returned to the 
farm. In 1974 they sold the farm to Ron Hamilton's 
sons and moved to Rossburn to enjoy a semi-retire
ment life. Polly and Martin raised two daughters, 
Beverley and Cheryl. Both girls graduated from the 
University of Manitoba; Beverley with a Bachelor of 
Social Work degree and Chery I a Bachelor of Educa
tion degree. Beverley is employed in her chosen 
profession in Toronto, and Cheryl in The Pas. 

John and his brother Matt both helped on the 
family farm after their schooling was completed. 
They also worked for neighboring farmers and in the 
Solsgirth area. For several winters they alternated 
working at the sawmills at Barrhead, Alberta. In 
1954, John married Ann Maryniuk and farmed on his 
father's farm until they purchased the Ecklin Mitchell 
farms south of Rossburn in 1959. John and Ann have 
one daughter, Judy, who married David Chuchmuch 
in 1977. They also have a grandson, Jason. John has 
been serving as Councillor for Ward 6 in the R.M. of 
Birtle since 1977. 

Matt married Marion Gumieny in 1957 and has 
taken over his father's farm (N.E. 15-20-24) along 
with other land acquired over the years. Matt and 
Marion raised four children; Frances, Allan, Jo-Ann, 
and Kimberley. Frances married Bud Fenty in 1980 
and they are residing in Brandon; Allan is also em
ployed in Brandon while the two youngest girls are 
still at home and attending school. 

Zelma married Peter Deydey in 1952 and they are 
farming north east of Russell in the Cracknell area. 
They have three children, Melvin, Lorraine and Lar
ry. Lorraine completed her registered nurse training 
at Winnipeg General Hospital and, in 1979, married 



Michael Eklund. Lorraine and Michael have one 
child, Aaron, and reside in Edmonton, Alberta. 

Harry, completed his high school in Rossburn, 
took his teacher training and embarked on a teaching 
career. In 1963 he married Jean Basaraba of Sifton, 
Manitoba and is presently Principal of Parkdale 
school in Flin Flon. Harry and Jean have two chil
dren, Reece and Kama. 

Walter, the youngest of the family, also com
pleted his high school in Rossburn. In 1965 he mar
ried Kathy Chalas of Canora, Saskatchewan and they 
have one son, Darryle. Walter and Kathy reside in 
Winnipeg where Walter is employed as manager of 
Progress Credit Union. 

Palahna (Pauline) 
Palahna arrived in Canada with her parents at a 

very young age of three years. She grew up on her 
father's homestead and in 1918 married Andrew 
Chuhai. They were blessed with six children; Doris, 
Bill, Maurice, Marie, Ann, and Nellie. 

Doris married Alex Karman in 1941, their chil
dren were Geraldine, Patricia, Robert, Dale, and 
James. Geraldine (Judy) married Charles DeGroot in 
1960 and they have three children, Cheryl, Darren 
and Cindy. Patricia married Rod Hunter in 1968; they 
have two children, Onalee and Charlene. Robert 
married Patricia Short in 1979, James, who was also 
married in 1979, has two children, Nathan and Da
mien. Dale is still single. Doris and Alex, after living 
in Winnipeg and raising their family there, moved to 
Coquitlam, B.C. where they are presently living. 

Bill married Charlotte McArthur in 1952 while 
living in Toronto. Both Bill and Charlotte lost their 
lives tragically in a car-train accident in 1954. 

Maurice, after serving with the Canadian Army 
from 1942-1945 and seeing action in Germany during 
the Second World War, settled in Toronto and mar
ried Olga Popizewski in 1951. They have two chil
dren, Andrew and Patricia and are presently residing 
in Mississauga, Ontario. 

Marie married Doug Munn in 1953 and they are 
residing in Burnaby, B.C. They have three children, 
Debbie, Penny and Tom. 

Ann, the fifth child, died while still an infant. 
Nellie, the youngest, married Sevrin Unger and 

they make their home in Toronto, Ontario. They have 
two children, Marlene and Michelle. 

Palahna and Andrew moved away from the 
Rossburn area in 1949 and re-Iocated in Winnipeg. 
The same year Palahna's brother, Steve, and his fam
ily moved to Winnipeg. Their last place of residence 
in Rossburn was on a small parcel of land at the 
south-west corner of the original homestead now 
farmed by Palahna's nephew, Bill Antonow. Palahna 
passed away in 1956 and Andrew in 1971. 
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Stefan (Steve) 
Steve was born in 1899 and was only an infant 

when he came with his parents from Ukraine. 
In 1925 he married Nettie Gurniak and settled on 

the S.W. Y4 15-20-24. Their daughter Ann was born 
in 1926. Tragedy struck the young family when, in 
1931, only six years after their marriage, Nettie 
passed away. 

In 1932 Steve married Dora Spasyk, whose im
migration to Canada had been sponsored by her uncle 
and Steve's neighbour, Dmytro Gawryluk. 

Steve and Dora continued farming and the couple 
were blessed with the birth of two children, Mary 
(1934) and Morley (1937). 

In 1949 Steve sold his farm to Dmytro Gawryluk 
and moved with his family to Winnipeg. Although he 
had a great liking for the city, Steve's life in Winnipeg 
was rather brief as he passed away in 1951. 

His widow, Dora, married Steve Wozniak in 
1954. Steve and Dora lived together for twenty-two 
years until Dora's passing in 1976. 

Steve's eldest daughter, Ann, married Bill Prosyk 
in 1945. They had two children, Shirley (born 1946) 
and Russell (born 1953). Bill and Ann lost their son in 
1961 due to appendectomy complications. Their 
daughter Shirley married Bill Steele in 1977 and they 
presently reside in Richmond, B.C. Bill and Ann 
make their home in Oakburn. 

Steve's youngest daughter, Mary, married Bill 
Kormylo in Winnipeg in 1953. They had three chil
dren, Ramona, Deborah and Randy. Mary re-mar
ried in 1972 to Rollin Bacher and they presently make 
their home in Palatine, Illinois, U. S. A. 

Steve's only son, Morley, after obtaining his edu
cation in Winnipeg, served with the U.S. Army 5th 
Corps from 1959-1962 and was stationed in West 
Germany as well as numerous army bases in the 
U.S.A. He also served on the DEW line at Cape 
Dyer, N.W.T. from 1963-1965. 

After playing the role of a world traveller, Morley 
settled in Winnipeg and married Helen Skrzyszewski 
in 1969. Morley and Helen have three children, 
Bridgette, Christopher and Ramona. 

John (Ewan) 
John was born in 1903 and was raised on the 

family farm where he helped his parents in its opera
tion. 

In 1931 John married Annie Maryniuk. Annie 
and her family had arrived in Canada from the 
Ukraine in 1929. John and Annie lived together with 
John's parents on the original homestead (N. W. 
14-20-24) for about five years before moving onto 
their own farm (N.W. 23-20-24). They had three 
children, Nick (born 1937), Alice (born (1945), and 
Linda (born 1953). 



In 1969 John sold his farm to Willis Livetsky and 
the family moved to Winnipeg. After living in the 
city for four years, John and Annie decided to retire 
in their home town and returned to Rossburn in 1973. 

John passed away, during his retirement years, in 
1976 at Rossburn. 

Their eldest daughter, Alice, married Don Guick 
in 1979 and make their home in Winnipeg. 

Their youngest daughter, Linda, also resides in 
Winnipeg. 

John's son, Nick, is employed by the town, and 
lives with his mother in Rossburn. 

Michael 
Michael (Mike) was born in 1906 and attended 

Hranko school which was only a half mile away. As a 
youth he helped his parents on the farm and, as was 
the case with most children at that time, farm work 
came before school and much time was missed from 
their formal schooling. Nonetheless Michael com
pleted grade eight before leaving school and seeking 
work as a young teenager. 

One recollection that Michael had, as a young 
boy growing up, was picking wild raspberries after 
school in an area west of Rossman Lake. This area 

was densely forested and contained all sorts of wild
life. He recalled the fears instilled within him as he 
was heading home along a narrow path through the 
bush as darkness was setting in and the wolves howl
ing from every direction around him. His only sense 
of safety being two dogs, one leading the way home 
and the other following on the path behind Michael. 

Michael, when only eight years old, and his 
younger sister Marie, seven at the time, would also, 
after school, carry wild fruit and garden produce to 
town on foot. This chore would take them across 
country by way of Gundy Lake, approximately six 
miles one way, and they would return home at dusk. 

Michael, after working for numerous farmers in 
the Hamiota-Decker areas as well as the railroad 
section gang, commenced farming on his own on the 
N.W. 23-20-24 in 1934. He "batched" for a few 
years and then, in 1936, married Helen Didych and 
farmed together with Michael's parents on the origi
nal homestead. 

Michael and Helen raised two sons, William 
(born 1937) and Ernie (born 1943). 

In 1937 Michael purchased another quarter sec
tion of land - the S. W. 23 as the home quarter was 
practically all broken and he needed pasture for his 

Antonow Family Gathering. First Row, Left to Right Seated: Walter, Nick, Annie, Morley, Helen, Bill. Second Row: John and Mary 
Yarmy and their daughter, Mary, Frances, Mike. Third Row: Palahna, Anna (Grandmother), Dora. Fourth Row: Andrew Chuhai, 
John, Andrew, Steve Antonow. 
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cattle. During the winter months Michael operated a 
horse drawn gas powered cutting outfit and cut fire 
wood for many neighbors in the area. In 1948 he 
purchased a threshing outfit and, for a number of 
years, threshed for many area farmers. 

As the years progressed, his son William took on 
more responsibility on the farm. From the late 60's 
on Michael enjoyed more of a semi-retirement life on 
the farm. Unfortunately, in 1974, Michael passed 
away suddenly leaving William to look after the 
farming operation on his own. 

William attended Hranko School and after com
pleting his schooling farmed in partnership with his 
Dad. Through the years he acquired more land -
N.W. 11-20-24 in 1958 and S.E. 3-20-24 in 1969. In 
1975 William was elected Councillor for Ward 3 in 
which capacity he still serves to this day. He also is 
serving on numerous other community organiza
tions. Presently he continues to farm and resides with 
his mother on the original Antonow homestead. 

Ernie attended Hranko and Perch schools, and 
then Rossburn and Manitoba Technical Institute; 
graduating in Accounting in 1963. He was employed 
in accounting positions in Winnipeg, Niagara Falls 
and Gladstone before becoming the Secretary Trea
surer for the R.M. of Rossburn in June, 1977; the 
position he currently holds. 

Marie 
Marie was born in 1907. After attending school at 

Hranko and Rossburn she left home to train as a 
nurse at St. Boniface Hospital. After obtaining her 
training and practical experience at St. Boniface, 
Marie went to Rochester, Minnesota. 

While at Rochester, she met and married a naval 
officer, Ted Fritchey. Marie and Ted had one son, Ted 
Jr., born in 1942. Several years later, a sudden illness 
befell Marie and she passed away leaving behind her 
husband and young infant son. 

Armstrong 
In 1829 Wm. Armstrong, his wife Margaret, 

their three sons and six daughters, of Cumberland, 
England came to Canada. It is believed they stayed 
for two years in Quebec. In 1831 they took up land in 
Beverly Township at Rockton, Ontario. They were 
among the first settlers there. 

One of their sons Hugh married Margaret Grant. 
They had a family of six sons and five daughters. 
They owned and operated a sawmill and were farm
ers in the Rockton area. In 1879 two of their sons, 
William and Walter, shipped some farm equipment 
and horses by rail to Winnipeg. This was the end of 
the steel at that time. They were in search of land 
which would be more productive than what they had 
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been farming in Ontario. They rented a farm at High 
Bluff. However, there were serious f100ds in that area 
in 1879. The Armstrong brothers were among other 
pioneers who left there and came further north to 
seek higher and wooded land. During the summer 
they eventually reached the Rossburn district where 
they filed for homesteads. William's was N. W. 
31-18-24 (R.M. of Shoal Lake) where his grand
daughter Jean Mervyn and her husband John now 
live. Walter's homestead was S.W. 5-19-24 and is 
now owned by his grand-nephew John Armstrong. 
They decided they would live together and the first 
shanty was built on William's farm slightly north of 
the brick home in which Jean and John Mervyn now 
live. This one-story house was built of logs with a 
lumber and tar paper roof - the lumber being made 
by hand with the aid of a cross cut saw. There was no 
f1oor. 

In the fall of 1879 Walter returned to High Bluff to 
take off the crop and William went back to Ontario 
where on October 23rd he married Ellen Swinton of 
Scottish descent. He immediately came west with his 
bride. 

The winter of 1879 was very severe. Feed was 
scarce on the homestead and had to be hauled from 
High Bluff. Other supplies were purchased at Portage 
la Prairie. During one of the journeys for food and 

William and Ellen Armstrong on their wedding day, October 
23,1879. 



feed, Mrs. Armstrong looked after the homestead. 
Feed got down so low that she fed a loaf of bread to a 
horse. 

For two years the first shanty served as a home for 
Walter, William, his wife and their little son Hugh 
born July 16, 1880. A two-story log house was then 
built where the brick house now stands. This house 
was more comfortable having good floors and a good 
roof. The brick house was built in 1909. 

Walter built a home for himself on 5-19-24. 
However, in the spring of 1894 he returned to Ontario 
and sold his homestead to his brother William. 

In this district (Lone Tree) women were few in 
those early days. The closest doctor was at Birtle but 
there was no money to pay him. At the time of a birth, 
neighbour women gathered to assist the mother in her 
delivery. A tribute has been recorded to Mrs. Wm. 
Armstrong from one of the Lone Tree settlers as 
follows: "I don't know what we would have done 
without her - no one ever passed her place without 
getting something to eat. She was a good neighbour, 
a great woman was Mrs. Armstrong. She along with 
Mrs. Carson and later Mrs. McAinsh always went to 
the homes when the babies came. Apart from these 
cases there was remarkably little sickness. She was a 
great gardener, especially with her red and black 
currants. A simple, humble woman who rarely left 
her home except on calls to sick beds. When I got 
lonesome I went to see her as did many another. " 

Five children blessed the union of William and 
Ellen Armstrong. They were Hugh, Margaret, An
nie, William and Thomas. Margaret married William 
H. Halliday and Annie married George Sutherland. 
The family worshipped at Argyle Presbyterian 
Church. They received their education at Perth 
School. In the early years they received their mail at 
Lone Tree Post Office. 

Mrs. Armstrong died August 24, 1899 after a 
brief illness. Mr. Armstrong passed away November 
10,1916 at 74 years of age. He had lived continuously 
on his homestead for 37 years. This same property is 
still owned by his granddaughter over one hundred 
years later. 

Margaret Jane Armstrong 
Margaret Jane eldest daughter of William and 

Ellen was born February 16,1883 at the family home. 
She grew up on the farm, rode horseback (sidesad
dle) and enjoyed life. They attended Perth School, 
and I've heard her say that they stopped off at Uncle 
Jim Armstrong's on the way home. 

Their mother died, August 24, 1899 leaving a 
family of five, Hugh 18, Margaret 16, Annie 14, and 
two little boys Will and Tom. Mother told of that time 
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and of being away picking berries (again with Uncle 
Jim's family) and having such a good time. Their 
Mother stayed home and picked currants. She caught 
cold and in three days was dead from pleurisy. Their 
father, with hired help and friends, took care of the 
family. They relied a great deal on Hugh. 

Margaret married William Hogg Halliday, Sep
tember 28, 1904. Rev. Davidson was the minister. 
Annie Armstrong and Gibson McVicar Halliday 
were their attendants. 

William and Margaret Halliday lived on the farm 
3V2 miles south of Vista, until 1935 when they moved 
to N.W. 34-18-24 west of 1st. 

Margaret was always a great horse lover. Nothing 
was too good for a horse, I remember her saying, that 
as a girl she always wanted a pony but had to ride 
whatever horse there was. She made up for that later. 
She had many ponies, Shetland, Welsh and riding 
horses. Maud was the first Shetland, John, her eldest 
son remembers, being the first to ride a Shetland 
pony at the Rossburn Fair. We never had a bicycle 
like other kids, because we always had ponies. 

Although she raised a large family, she claimed 
she missed only one Rossburn Fair until the last 
couple of years of her life. Her cousin Walter beat her. 
He had attended them all. At that time people went to 
Brandon Fair on the C.P.R. That was another 
pleasure. 

Margaret was interested in horticulture, es
pecially flowers and had masses of them on the old 
farm. Roses became her specialty as the years went 
by. She was very fond of small babies and was a 
sensible excellent Mother. We were raised on good 
plain food, lots of rest and fresh air. Our parents were 
ambitious for us and were determined that we have a 
good education. We attended Culross Public School 
and were sent to high school in Rossburn or Vista 
(Islay). We have been thankful many times for our 
schooling and healthy upbringing. 

Seven of her family are alive and well at this time 
(1980). John Halliday, born August 22, 1905 and his 
wife Elva live in Qualicum, B.C. He has one son, 
John William and two grandchildren Cindy Odette 
and John Todd. John spent a number of years around 
Vista and Rossburn and worked at various things. He 
and Delmar King built the first snowplane in Man
itoba used for commercial purposes. He later moved 
to Vancouver and became a pipe fitter. He is retired 
and spends time renovating antique cars. 

Ellen born June 14, 1907 married Fred Martin at 
Glenella, Manitoba. She too attended Rossburn High 
and taught school for thirty-six years. 

Isabella Margaret born January 12, 1910 attended 
Rossburn High. She married Delmar King in 1930 
and Phillip Baggs in 1950. She was a private secre-



tary for several years and died August 16, 1974 in 
Vancouver. 

William Armstrong Halliday, born June 6, 1912 
married Loraine Stacey. He worked for a number of 
years in Vancouver, B.C. and is now farming in 
Manitoba on 34-18-24 and drives the school bus to 
Rossburn. They have five children, Jeffery Leo 
Thomas, a farmer, Mavis Christina Ellen, an accoun
tant, Lawson William Bennet, Merna Margaret 
Marie, Melody and three grandchildren Jocelyn, 
Jennifer and Jena Halliday. 

Gladys lona, born September 30, 1914 married 
James A. Lillie. She worked forT.C.A. in Winnipeg, 
but she and her husband farm three miles south of 
Vista. They have two sons, William Ross, a biologist 
at the University of Manitoba and Kenneth Roland, a 
machine operator and farmer. Jim served in the Royal 
Canadian Navy during World War II. The first grand
child, Erin Elizabeth, born May 26, 1979 was killed 
in a car accident at the age of two months. There is a 
grandson Warren James born April 30, 1980. 

Annie Amy, born March 1, 1917 took nurses 
training at the Manitoba School in Portage la Prairie. 
She married Vincent Gregory Murray and lives now 
in St. Norbert, Manitoba. She has two daughters 
Caroline Margaret Dressel and Colleen Anne Nor
ton; and one son Vincent Gregory and two grand
children Amy Elizabeth and Graydon Winston 
Dressel. 

Lloyd George, born May 2, 1919 has lived in 
N anaimo, B. C. since his return from overseas ser
vice. He works as a faller in the woods. He married 
Merna Watkin and has two children Diane Leensbak 
and Rande, and two grandchildren Miley and Kyle 
Leensbak. 

Hubert Cameron Halliday, the youngest of the 
eight, born May 28, 1925, lives in Lake Cowichan 
B.C. He married Shirley Usher and they have three 
children, Debra Margaret Britton, Trevor Thomas 
and Tracey Kathleen and two grandchildren Matthew 
Thomas and Shayla Britton. Hubert was in the Navy 
and works now as a camp foreman on Vancouver 
Island. 

Margaret Jane was a strong healthy woman until 
she contracted asthma in 1961. This was a sadness, as 
she had to avoid flowers and animals. She died, 
December 7, 1971 in Shoal Lake Hospital. Margaret 
Jane Armstrong Halliday was a very fair-minded 
woman and always gave people the benefit of the 
doubt. She was awarded the Manitoba Centennial 
Medal and was mentioned in the Manitoba Centen
nial Book of Remembrance. The quotation from the 
book, "Mrs. William H. Halliday. A fine example of 
our hardy, industrious pioneers who has always had a 
great love for her native province." 
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William Hogg, born June II, 1873 in Scotland 
was also from a large family. He and his family came 
to Vista district when he was fourteen years old. He 
was born in Biggar, Scotland, son of James and 
Isabella Margaret (Muirman). His father and one 
brother, James, came to Canada in 1885 and two 
years later the rest of the family arrived. Will played 
football with the Rossburn team. He was also a great 
church worker and a lay preacher in such towns as 
Mafeking, Langruth, Birch River and Amaranth, 
Manitoba. 

Margaret Jane Armstrong and William Hogg 
Halliday were married September 28, 1904 at Mar
garet's father's home at N.W. 31-18-24. 

Will was a preacher and politician by choice and 
by trade he would do a variety of things to make a 
living. Maggie was an avid horse lover and farmer 
and gardener. Roses became her specialty. 

Their first home was a log house at William's 
homestead at 33-18-24, 3Y2 miles south of Vista. 
They lived in this home for thirty-five years. Here 
was the birth place of their eight children, four boys 
and four girls: John, Ellen Martin, Isabella Margaret 
Baggs, William Armstrong, Gladys lona Lillie, An
nie Amy Murray, Lloyd George and Hubert Cam
eron. 

Annie Isabella (Armstrong) Sutherland 
Annie Isabella, second daughter of William and 

Ellen Armstrong was born on the farm November 29, 
1885. 

She attended Perth School, as did all the family. 
Annie was fourteen when their mother died. She 
lived at home with her father and brothers until she 
married George Sutherland March 3, 1915 at Shoal 
Lake, Manitoba. George was from Wick, Scotland. 

Annie was a small woman and a real homemaker. 
She did beautiful handwork. In her younger years she 
crocheted, later knitting and exquisite quilting. She 
had the family love for plants and flowers, and could 
grow anything. 

Annie and George moved to Shoal Lake after 
their marriage. He was a first class carpenter and 
worked with Bob Haggerty and Mr. Snider. He built 
barns for Findlays at Shoal Lake, Crispin Brothers at 
Rossburn, many schools around Oakburn and east of 
Vista. 

After her father, William, died at Shoal Lake, 
Annie and George came back to the farm and lived 
with Tom until he married Frances MacDonald. 

They lived for a time in Vista in the apartment 
over the Miller carriage shop until George built a 
house just south of St. Andrews United Church. This 
was more central for his work. They used all their 



gardening skills and kept a beautiful yard and 
garden. George appreciated nice new cars. 

Annie was a devoted wife and when her husband 
George died suddenly in Shoal Lake Hospital from a 
ruptured appendix, she was shocked and heart sad. 
Although she stayed a few years in the house in Vista, 
she was very lonesome, in spite of her wonderful 
neighbours. She sold the house and lived for a time at 
the Wm. Armstrong farm, but became ill and died 
January 26, 1939 in Brandon Hospital. 

She was buried in Rossbum Cemetery beside her 
beloved George. 

Hugh Armstrong 
The following comments are from a printed 

obituary at the time of his death. 
Hugh Armstrong, one of Lone Tree's respected 

young farmers died April 3, 1910 at the home of his 
father. 

He was born in the year 1880 on July 16, and it is 
acknowledged by all old-timers that Hugh was the 
first white child born in the district. 

He had suffered from stomach trouble for over 
three years. He had treatment in Winnipeg General 
Hospital and later two operations. 

He was a member of Argyle Church board and 
the C.O.F. 

He was the eldest son of William and the late 
Ellen Armstrong. 

Wm. Armstrong 
Wm. Armstrong was born March 7, 1892. He 

lived and worked on the family farm in his youth 
except for a short time that he worked with the 
railway. 

He enlisted in the army in 1916. He served in 
France until the end of World War I with the 196th 
Battalion. After returning from overseas he married 
Catherine (Katie) McKinnon, daughter of another 
early pioneer John D. McKinnon. They settled on 
part of the old Armstrong farm which was E. Y2 
31-18-24. 

Throughout the years William was involved in 
community life. He served as trustee of Perth S.D., 
councillor of the R.M. of Rossburn, board member 
of Manitoba Pool Elevator at Vista and board mem
ber of the first Co-operative store established in 
Rossburn. He also belonged to the I.O.O.F. 

Mrs. Armstrong was organist at Argyle Pres
byterian Church at different times from her early 
girlhood until the church closed in 1970. 

Two sons, Hugh and John were born to William 
and Katie Armstrong. They both attended Perth 
School as their parents had. John went on to Islay 
School and completed his grade 12 in Rossburn. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Armstrong and their sons John and Hugh. 
Taken on their Golden Wedding Anniversary, Dec. 10, 1969. 

Hugh farmed at home with his father and now farms 
the land of his grandfather John D. McKinnon. 

In 1944 Hugh married Dorothy Breakey whose 
parents had come from Pierson, Manitoba in 1934. 
They have a family of three children. Katherine their 
only daughter attended Perth School as a kinder
garten pupil from Easter to June 1951 when it closed. 
This made her the third generation of the Wm. 
Armstrong family to attend Perth. She taught school 
prior to her marriage to Derry Moulson who is a 
descendant of another pioneer family. They have two 
children, Derryl and Charlene. They farm in the 
Foxwarren area. 

Their sons Foster and Grant are married and are 
members of the R.C.M.P. 

After completing his education John taught 
school for one year. For a number of years he was 
Seed Club Leader of the Vista 4-H Club. He has 
farmed at home with his father and Hugh. He and his 
Mother live on N.E. 31-18-24 where she came as a 
oride in 1919. 

Wm. Armstrong died August 2, 1972. 
Throughout a lengthy illness he was cared for by his 
surviving wife and their son, John. 

submitted by his family 

Thomas Swinton Armstrong 
Tom was born on the family farm N.W. 31-18-24 

in the Shoal Lake Municipality March 27, 1894, son 
of William and Ellen Armstrong. He lived on the 
same farm all his life, his Mother passed away when 
he was five years old, he was then cared for by his 
father and older brothers and sisters. 



Tom attended Perth school, and worked at home 
on the farm, until his father's death in 1916. After his 
father's death, one older brother William being in the 
war, Tom at age twenty-two took over the farm. Tom 
was always very interested in farming and believed it 
was a good way to make a living. He liked livestock 
and machinery, and attended many Auction Sales. 
On December 6, 1922 Tom married Frances 
McDonald, daughter of Wm. McDonald. They were 
married in Vista by Rev. Stewart. Frances enjoyed 
cooking as well as being outside working, she en
joyed skating and cUrling. Many Perth School teach
ers made their home with Tom and Frances. Frances 
passed away on June 16, 1957 after a short illness at 
the age of fifty-eight years. 

Tom and Frances Armstrong as seen in Jan. 1957. 

Tom and Frances had two daughters, Dorothy 
Lorraine born January 14, 1927 and Jean Ellen born 
August IS, 1935. Dorothy Lorraine passed away at 
the age of eight months, twenty days, on October 4, 
1927. 

Jean attended Perth School, as did her Dad, then 
Rossbum High School. She then worked in the tele
phone office in Rossbum for eighteen years and part
time in Russell for three years. In 1966 she married 
John Mervyn of Strathclair and they live on the farm 
her father was born on. 

In August, 1979 a family reunion was held on the 
farm to celebrate the ownership of the farm, being in 
the same family for one hundred years. 

Tom farmed from 1916 to 1970. In 1971 he rented 
his land, but still remained very interested in the 
farm, and made his home on it. During his farming 
years he saw some very bad times along with the 
good times. One of his problems while farming was 
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to get a good well, drilling three hundred feet and 
getting no water in the thirties when money was 
scarce was one of the bad times. In 1944 Tom spent 
seventy-six days in the hospital from ruptured appen
dix and a blood clot in his leg and was unable to work 
for almost a year. During that time Frances with the 
help of Tom's brother William and boys carried on 
the farm work. 

Tom passed away June 26, 1977 at the age of 83 
years. He and his wife Frances, and daughter Lor
raine are buried in the Rossbum cemetery. 

by daughter Jean Mervyn 

William and James Armstrong families. Back Row, Left to 
Right: Tom, Jim, Bill, Walter (cousins). Front Row: Mabel (Wai
ter's wife), Agnes Snider, Margaret Halliday, Ruby Armstrong, 
Kate Armstrong (Bill's wife), December 1969. 

James Armstrong Sr. 
James and Mrs. Armstrong left Galt, Ontario in 

1888 and came to Manitoba where his brothers, 
William and Walter, were settled five miles south of 
Rossbum. They purchased the South V2 of 6-19-24 
from George Porterfield. They had four children who 
were welcomed with open arms by the citizens who 
were trying to procure sanction to open a school and 
needed more children. Belle, James, Elizabeth and 
Ruby came at this time and three more were born 
later; Percy, Walter and Agnes. 

James farmed there until the time of his death in 
1925. 

James Jr. married Ethel McDonald (daughter of 
pioneer Wm. McDonald) in 1907. They had five 
children: Gladys, Margaret, Donald, Muriel and 
Zoe, who died at eight months. 

Elizabeth married Reuben Cowan of Shoal Lake, 
and had one child, Alton of Dunleath, Saskatchewan. 
Elizabeth passed away in 1913 and Reuben in 1965. 



Mr. and Mrs. James Armstrong on their wedding day January 
2,1907. 

Ruby trained as a nurse and spent most of her life 
nursing. She passed away in the International Home 
in Brandon in 1979. 

Percy attended Veterinary College in Toronto and 
practised in Rossburn for a number of years. Later he 
inspected meat in Winnipeg. He died in 1952. 

Walter married Mabel Fisher of Shoal Lake in 
1914. They had seven children: George of Brandon; 
Harold of Hazen, N.D.; May (Mrs. Frith) of 
Dauphin; Oswald, killed overseas; Laura died at 
eight months; Winnifred (Winnie) and Wreaford 
were twins. Winnie was killed in a car accident and 
Wreaford resides in Winnipeg. Mabel passed away in 
1981 and Walter at 90 years of age resides in Brandon 
Senior Citizens Home. 

Agnes was born in 1895 and married Walter 
Snider of Shoal Lake. They settled on the Armstrong 
farm in 1926 and remained there until 1961 when they 
moved to Rossburn, where Agnes still resides. Wal
ter passed away in 1962. They had two daughters, 
Noreen and Gwen. Noreen married William Taylor 
and resides in the district. Gwen married Henry Bell 
of Dauphin and their home is in Alberni, B.C. 

Walter Armstrong 
James and Mary Jane (McCormick) Armstrong of 

Beverley, Ontario were married November 5th, 
1879. They came west to Manitoba in 1888 and took 
up farming on S. Y2 6-19-24. They raised seven 
children, four of them born in Beverley; Percy, Wal-
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ter and Agnes were born at the farm. James, having 
suffered poor health for many years, died in 1925. 
Mary Jane lived on till two months after her 99th 
birthday. She dieu February, 1959. Of this family, 
Walter and Agnes remain. 

Walter was born May 11th, 1890. He attended 
Perth School though not at its new location. They 
crossed Carson's land (now Andrew's) to get to the 
old site. 

Walter married Mabel Fisher, November 18,1914 
at Shoal Lake. They raised seven children -
George, Laura, Harold, Oswald, May and the twins 
- Winnifred and Wreaford. Laura died in infancy, 
Oswald was a war casualty and Winnifred died in a 
car accident in 1957. 

WaIter and Mabel farmed six miles south of 
Rossburn on S.W. Y4 36-18-25. Then they moved to 
the Matt Hamilton farm one mile south and west a 
half mile of Rossburn. They moved into Rossburn 
and for a brief time lived in the T. C. Peden house 
before purchasing the Andy Peden house beside the 
bank. In 1975, they left the old house and very 
reluctantly moved into the Lions Manor. In 1978 they 
again moved and this time it was further - into the 
International Nursing Home in Brandon. They are 
still there. Today we are giving them a tea (May 11th, 
1980) as Dad is ninety and tomorrow Mother will be 
ninety-one. 

George went to school at Ekford, Perth, Vista and 
Rossburn. He enlisted in the Air Force and spent five 
years in that service but he was not overseas. On 
discharge, he was employed by Manitoba Pool Ele
vators. This was only an interlude. He was always 
interested in steam engines and so went into the 
Power House at Flin Flon where he started engineer
ing. In 1957 he moved to Estevan to be employed by 
Saskatchewan Power Corporation in power produc
tion. He retired in 1977 and now resides in Brandon. 
He is married to the former Grace Bradford of Saska
toon. 

Harold went to school at Ekford, Perth and 
Rossburn. He joined the R. C. A. F. and saw service in 
Great Britain and North Africa. On discharge, he 
was employed locally and with North American 
Lumber in Flin Flon. Later he joined the Hudson's 
Bay Mining and Smelting Co., working there for 
quite a number of years. He moved to Bismarck, 
North Dakota and is employed there in a power plant. 
He married Jean Parker ofFlin Flon. They have three 
children. 

Oswald had schooling at Perth and Rossburn. He 
worked in the local bank before joining the Air Force 
and training as a navigator. He went missing over 
Germany in 1944. 

May's schooling followed much the same pat-



tern. She was trained as an R.N. in St. Boniface 
Hospital and spent several years in her chosen profes
sion. She married James Frith. They have two chil
dren and they now reside in Dauphin. 

Wreaford, one of the twins, had schooling at 
Perth and Rossburn. He went to Flin Flon and 
worked in the mines for several years before turning 
to work as an Insurance Salesman. He has done well 
in this line of work and is now Branch Manager in 
Winnipeg. In 1951 he married Florence Clucas. They 
have three girls. 

Winnifred was educated in Perth and Rossburn. 
She had three children, all boys. Two reside in Win
nipeg, and one in Dauphin. 

Walter was always interested in the Co-op move
ment, especially the Pool Elevators of which he was 
an early member. His other interest was sports of all 
kinds, especially cUrling. He took a lot of pleasure 
from the icy sport. 

Mabel was involved with ladies groups of the 
Church and the local Hospital Aid Society. She kept 
boarders for many years at the house beside the bank. 
I think she tried her hand at match-making as well as 
home making. 

by George A. Armstrong 

Aylwin 
In May of 1954, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Aylwin 

moved to Rossburn from Flin Flon with their two 
children, Sandra and Dwight, to take over operation 
of The Rossburn Review which they purchased from 
John Hresavich. During their residence in Rossburn, 
Harry and Helen's family increased to four children 
with the births of two daughters, Laurie and Audrey. 
Harry and Helen were helped at times by the mem
bers of their own family until they were forced to sell 
their business in October 1979, following Harry's 
illness in 1978. 

Harry and Helen Aylwin originally hailed from 
Plumas, Manitoba, where Harry had taken up the 
printing trade. Their residence in Rossburn has been 
deeply involved with community affairs. Harry 
being a former town councillor for eight years, was 
closely involved in the effort to bring waterworks to 
Rossburn. He was also involved in the original for
mation of a Lions Club in the fall of 1960. Amongst 
community organizations on which Harry was an 
executive member and especially involved in, were 
the Chamber of Commerce, the Lions Club, the 
Home and School Association, and coached the 
Rossburn Senior hockey team in the late 50's and 
early 60's, including the only time Rossburn ever 
won the North Central Championship in the winter of 
1957-58. Other community concerns in which Harry 
became deeply involved included the successful at-
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tempt to have the old, what was then known as the 
Turkey Trail, taken over as a Provincial Trunk High
way, and the Chamber of Commerce involvement 
wilh the interested farmers in the establishment of the 
Cheese factory in Rossburn. He also established 
through the Canadian Department of Transport an 
official weather station for readings at Rossburn. 
Harry and Helen have both held offices in many other 
organizations. 

Of their family, Sandra obtained a degree as an 
R.N. and married David Lussier, son of a former 
Rossburn Station Agent, who with their children 
Gregg and Krista, reside in Winnipeg. Their only 
son, Dwight attended Red River Community College 
taking Graphic Arts and also took up the printing 
trade and with his wife Kathy, whom he married in 
Bow Island, Alberta, resided in Edmonton, Alberta, 
until November 1980, when they moved back to Bow 
Island, Alberta, where he established a commercial 
printing business. Dwight went west in 1972. Laurie 
graduated as a Dental Nurse at Wascana Institute in 
Regina, Saskatchewan, and is now residing in Win
nipeg. The youngest daughter, Audrey is still resid
ing at home with her parents. After graduating from 
R.C.I., she attended Assiniboine Community Col
lege in Brandon, Manitoba. 

Harry and Helen along with Audrey moved to 
Brandon, to reside, in December 1980, although they 
retain their Rossburn premises. 

Bart 
Mike Bart came to Canada in the early 1900's and 

began his life here as a farm laborer in Rivers. He 
worked on several farms until he met and married 
Victoria Mushumanski of Silver Beach in 1919. They 
farmed in the Kelloe and Oakburn districts for sev
eral years, then in the Birdtail area until they retired 
in 1951. Mike was an active member in his church 
and when he moved to Rossburn he was employed as 
a janitor at the T.D. Bank for many years. He passed 
away in 1971 at .he age of 76. He lies at rest in the 
Roman Catholic Cemetery, east of Rossburn. He is 
survived by his wife and five children. 

His eldest son Louis married Ann Slobodesky. 
They have retired from farming and are living just 
south of Rossburn. They have one daughter, Betty
Ann, married to John Watson. They have one son, 
John IV, and are presently living in Shilo. 

Frank and his wife, the former Ann Tanasychuk, 
farm in the Birtle District. They have five children: 
Lynda married John Ryshytylo. With their two chil
dren, John Jr. and Krystyn live at Rossburn. Ernie 
married Lucille Harkoff and lives at Snow Lake. 
They have two sons, Lindsey and Nigel. Ron married 



Marce Fryatt and lives in Winnipeg. Connie lives in 
Calgary, and Patti, a student, is at home. 

Joe married Effie Gensorek and is a plumber at 
Shoal Lake. Their children are Shirley in Calgary, 
and Gerald Gensorek in Portage. David Gensorek 
passed away tragically in 1976. 

Stanley and his wife, the former Phyllis Kaskiw, 
live at Oakburn where he owns and operates a 
garage. They have two daughters, Charlene in Cal
gary and Geraldine in Brandon. 

Dan married Martha Dunits and is farming near 
Birdtail. They have three children, Melvin at home 
and twin daughters, Sharon and Shelley, in Brandon. 

Mike and Victoria's youngest was a daughter 
Verna, who lives with her husband Gus Powaschuk 
and their three sons, Wade, Jason and Bradley at 
Pinawa. 

Bartkiw 
Roman and Joseph were the children of Vi otuk 

Bartkiw and his first wife whose maiden name was 
Poliakowska. When his first wife died, Vi otuk mar
ried his wife's younger sister, Natolka. They had two 
children, Denip and Mary. Viotuk died at the age of 
42. 

Roman Bartkiw, his wife Mary Dutkewich, and 
their six month old daughter, Caroline, immigrated to 
Canada in 1904 from the country of Austria, 
Province of Skalat and village of Dupkiwce, where 
Caroline was born on November 20, 1903. Caroline 
was not allowed to enter Canada because of illness, 
so she returned home with her mother. About three 
months later, they were able to come to Canada to 
join Roman, who had gone ahead to find a place to 
live. They arrived in the Mohyla District and because 
travel was so slow, much of the year had passed. 
Fortunately, they had a relative, Wasyl Shmyr, where 
they were able to stay for that year. The next year, 
they moved a mile south to stay with an older couple, 
Frank and Helen Korowsky. They stayed there that 
year and the next year, which was 1906, they home
steaded the south east quarter of 12-21-24, and built 
their first house, which was very small and simple. 
Because of shortage of money, they had to use what
ever was available and with help from the neigh
bours, the house consisted of board floor, log walls 
and a thatched straw roof. 

Their first son, John, was born on December 27, 
1907 and second son, Mike, was born on September 
21, 1912. In 1917, they built their second house one 
quarter mile west, where Roman and Mary lived till 
their death. Mary passed away in November 1938 at 
the age of 59 and Roman passed away in February 
1939 at the age of 6l. They were both born in 1879. 

Caroline married Mike Gensoriek and they had a 
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family of one boy and five girls; John, Helen, Jean, 
Jessie, Mary, and Emily. 

John married Tinnie Wolowich and they had a 
family of four girls: Helen, Rose, Mary and Patsy. 

Mike married Jean Checkowsky on November 
20, 1937 and lived in the old home until the passing 
of his father at which time he bought the home 
quarter and moved to the other house. In 1959, they 
moved to the south west quarter of 14-21-24 where 
they lived till retirement and moved to Rossburn in 
1978. They have two sons and two daughters. 

The oldest son, Levite, born on December 7, 
1938, lives on the south west quarter of 14-21-24. 

The oldest daughter, Winnie, was born on De
cember 22, 1939 and married Matt Bilan. They have 
two sons, Ron and Jamie and reside in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. 

Their youngest son, Wayne, was born on August 
7, 1947 and married Judy Kreshewski. They have 
two daughters, Tracey and Lorianne, and two sons, 
Trevor and Wade, and they also live on the south west 
quarter of 14-21-24. 

The youngest daughter, Leona, was born on Au
gust 16, 1954 and married Delmar Taylor. They have 
one daughter, Tricia, and live in Lloydminster, Alber
ta. 

Baydak 
John and Martha Baydak lived in the village of 

Stanislav, county Siletz in Western Ukraine. They 
heard from other immigrants of a great land of free
dom and opportunity. So they left their homeland and 
set out for Canada. They brought with them their four 
children, - Stefan, Pearl, Mary and ten-month old 
Peter. 

It was a long, hard journey across the ocean to 
Halifax and then by train to Winnipeg and then on to 
Shoal Lake. 

John and Martha Baydak. 



John and Martha came to Angusville in 1901. 
Their first stop was at the home of Harry Senko. Then 
John took a homestead sixteen miles north-east of 
Angusville. 

Their homestead was all forest. So the first task 
was to clear some land and build a house. Their first 
house was of logs and clay and with a thatched roof. 
Then with pick and spade, John cleared a patch of 
land for a garden. 

When the house was finished, John set out to look 
for work. They needed money to buy food and flour 
for the family. He left Martha and the young children 
at home. John earned enough to buy food and flour 
and a cow. How happy Martha was to have milk for 
the children. 

John continued going out to work until he earned 
enough to buy oxen. These were a great help in 
clearing more land. In time, John was able to buy 
horses. 

As the children grew, the Baydak's saw the need 
of a school. Lima School was built and the children 
were able to attend. Also Ruthenia Ukrainian Cath
olic Church was built. John helped with the building. 
John passed away in 1923 and Martha in 1943. They 
are both buried in the Ruthenia Ukrainian Catholic 
Church cemetery. Also daughter Mary, who passed 
away in 1920, is buried there. 

The four Baydak children who came from the old 
country, married as follows. 

Stefan married Mary Obedniak. Pearl married 
John Deydey. They had one girl. Mary married Harry 
Kachan. They had six children. When Mary, died, 
the six children were taken by the grandparents. Peter 
married Pearl Malaniuk. 

Five more children were born in Canada to John 
and Martha. 

Annie married Harold Davidson. They have three 
girls. 

Teklia married Bill Mushey. They have four girls. 
Nick married Rose Chuckree. They have two 

sons. 
Fred married Annie Stefanishyn. They have two 

sons. 
Joe married Agnes Ukrainez. They have seven 

children. 
Peter Baydak and Pearl Malaniuk were married in 

June, 1930. For four years, they lived with Peter's 
mother, a brother, sister and two Kachan children. 
The other four were adopted by other relatives. 

In 1934, Peter and Pearl bought a farm at Silver 
Beach. Their children attended Lima School. 

That first summer, Peter had sixty-five acres of 
summer fallow. Next spring, he sowed wheat. But 
that year the wheat crops were destroyed by rust. 
Peter's crop was a total loss. It wasn't worth cutting. 
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The only thing to do was to set fire to it. That was a 
hard year. There was no money to pay for the farm or 
for taxes. 

But next year Peter put in another crop. When 
harvest came, Pearl helped cut and stook the grain. 
Then Peter went away to help other people with 
threshing. Pearl was left at home with the small 
children. She did the cooking and baking and saw 
that the children attended school. She also looked 
after the cow and the garden. 

In 1948, Peter and Pearl, sold the farm and 
bought another near Oakburn, from Joe Drosdoski. 
There they farmed until 1963. 

Peter had to quit farming due to heart trouble. 
They sold the farm and moved into Rossburn. Peter 
went to Winnipeg for treatment. He suffered a heart 
attack and died January 1, 1964. He is buried in the 
Rossburn Ukrainian Catholic cemetery. 

After Peter's death, Pearl took ajob as cook in the 
Rossburn District Hospital. She worked until 1973. 

Peter and Pearl had five children. Pearl now has 
twelve grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. 

John married Mary Polos in 1955. They live on a 
farm. They have three children. Marie works in an 
office. Peter is a salesman. David is still in school. 

Walter married Sylvia Siran in 1963. Walter 
works as a travelling salesman. Sylvia is a home
maker. Their only daughter, Elaine, is still in school. 

Hilda married Frank Pacholuk in 1956. Frank is 
an assistant manager and Hilda works as a waitress. 
They have three sons. Michael is a policeman. 
Robert is a welder. Gary is a student at the University 
of Manitoba. 

Harold married Karen Hall in 1974. Harold is an 
R.C.M.P. and Karen is a registered nurse. They have 
une daughter, Erin. She just started school. 

Stella married Peter Hyska in 1948. Peter is a 
government employee and Stella is a supervisor man
ager in a hospital. They have four girls. Shirley 
married Curtis Whitehead. She does office work. 
They have three girls. Pat married Jim Antonick. Pat 
is a nurse. They have two children. Gail is an X-Ray 
technician. Janet is a student nurse. 

Stella and Peter Hyska have five grandchildren. 
submitted by Mrs. Pearl Baydak 

Haydock 
Here come the Baydocks! Since a few morgs 

(acres) of land had to be divided and subdivided 
amongst the children, there wasn't much land to raise 
food on. Then there were the political oppressions 
which made the people decide to leave the country. 
Many people took a chance in seeking a happier life 
and a brighter fate for themselves and for their chil
dren in the New World. 



Among these people were the Baydocks: John, 
his second wife, Martha and children, Paraska 14, 
Stephen 12, and Peter 10 months old. They came to 
Canada in the spring of 1901 with some friends from 
Siletz, Halychyna which was not far from the old 
Stanislaw now known as Ivano Frankivsk in Western 
Ukraine. They came by ship to Halifax; by train to 
Winnipeg and on to Shoal Lake; then by oxen to 
Snake Creek area and Fish Lake. They were assigned 
a homestead in a wooded and stony area. Just think! 
160 acres (113 morgs) of land for a registration fee of 
ten dollars (25 rinski). It meant freedom, pasture 
land, hay, bush and fresh fish from the lake. In 
particular, bush meant wood for buildings, and fuel 
for burning. In the old country wood had been the 
precious monopoly of the landlord (pahn). It was not 
to be touched except for fear of punishment. 

The settlers tried to settle close to the homestead 
of some other Ukrainian farmer so that they would 
not be lonesome. To visit the neighbours, the road or 
path had to be marked by breaking branches or bark
ing the trees so that they were able to find their way 
back. The first shelter which became home for some
time was built on an elevated place of the homestead 
not far from the park line. Later the land was cleared 
and a more permanent home was built from logs 
which were shaped flat with a broad axe (barda) on 
two sides. They were positioned and fitted on top of 
each other; and were made into rafters, which were 
attached to the frame by pegs. The rafters were 
braced together and to these braces were attached 
small bundles of swamp grass which formed a thatch 
on the roof. The holes between the logs in the walls 
on the outside and inside were plastered with clay. 

In this home a large family was raised, Stefan 12 
and Paraska 14 were born to John and his first wife, 
Anne in the Ukraine. Marina and Peter were also 
born in the Ukraine to John and his second wife, 
Martha Wiwchar, Marina was 8 years old and Peter 
was only 10 months old when the family arrived in 
Canada. Seven more children were born to John and 
Martha in Canada. 

Marina married Harry Katchin. They had 6 chil
dren. Marina and Harry have passed away. 

Peter married Pearl Malaniuk. They had five chil-
dren. Peter died in 1964. 

Nellie died at the age of 14 years. 
Irene died at the age of 3 years. 
Anne married Harold Davidson. They had three 

daughters. Anne and Harold are both deceased. 
Anne died in the spring of 1981. 

Teenie (Tekla) married Bill Mushey. They have 
four daughters. 

Nick married Rose Chuckrey. They have two 
sons. 
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Joe married Agnes Ukrainec. They had seven 
children. Joe passed away in 1958. 

Fred married Ann Stefanishyn. They have two 
sons. 

Paraska was married to John Deydey. They had 
one daughter. They parted and she later married John 
Balokunz. They owned and operated a general store 
in Angusville, Manitoba. Paraska raised a niece, 
Mary and a nephew, Nick, whose mother died when 
the children were babies. 

Stefan at an early age was going to work among 
farmers to the south to earn some money for: flour, 
salt, sugar, and implements as well as livestock and 
clothes. A number of settlers got together and walked 
for miles to find work on the railway extra gangs for 
part of the year. When Stefan saved some money he 
started to look for his own homestead. He found one 
three miles north of Mears Post Office which was 
seventeen miles north of Rossburn. 

He married Marie Obedniak in 1907. They 
moved to their new homestead. They built a house on 
the highe.st hill on their property with a view of a lake 
on the northside. From this perch they were able to 
overlook a large section of the Birdtail Valley. The 
beginnings were crude and rough, it took alot of hard 
work just to be able to survive. Stefan and Marie had 
five children. They were all girls. Marie died in the 
fall of 1918 during the epidemic of the flu. The 
children were left without a mother at a very early 
age. Step-sister Teklia helped to look after the chil
dren for awhile. 

Pearl left home at an early age to work as a farm 
helper and later as a nurse's aide. 

Anne married Sam Sumaniuk who worked in 
Sudbury mines till his retirement. They have one 
daughter Judy who is a nurse. She is married to 
Clifford Moree and they live in the Bahamas. 

Doris was married to Peter Olynick. She passed 
away in October, 1948. They had two twin boys, 
Stephen and Murray and a daughter, Emily. 

Gladys married Mike Stefanishyn who farmed in 
the Angusville area and later worked for St. James 
School Division in Winnipeg. They have four chil
dren: Peter, Geraldine, Emily and Muriel. 

Mary married Steve Wolochatiuk who owned a 
grocery store in Angusville. Later he worked for 
Manitoba Telephone System in Winnipeg. They have 
two sons: Arnold who is a policeman with the City of 
Winnipeg and Dennis who works for the City of 
Winnipeg. 

Stefan was married again in February, 1922 to 
Tacianna Pushka. They had a family of six children; 
four sons and two daughters: John, Elsie, Mike, 
Mildred, Matt and Ernest. They lived in the old 
house on the hill until a new house was built in 1939. 



Stefan helped to organize and build Mohyla Church, 
Chmelnycki School and the Ukrainian National 
Home at Mears. He served on the boards for a num
ber of years. He died in September, 1946. Taciana 
lived on the farm for some time with her two young
est sons: Matt and Ernest. When Matt left home to 
work in the city, she moved to Rossburn. She lived in 
Rossburn until Ernest left for the city to teach. She 
then lived in the Holy Family Home in Winnipeg 
until she passed away in October, 1976. 

John obtained his formal education in 
Chmelnycki and Rossburn Schools and his B.A. and 
M. Sc. in Industrial Education at a University of 
Bemidji, Minnesota, U.S.A. He was teaching for 
thirty-three years and now has retired to do what 
comes naturally. He is married to Rose Rozecki from 
Teulon, Manitoba. Rose is teaching in Winnipeg. 
They have four children, two sons and two daugh
ters. 

Roger has graduated from the University of Man
itoba with a degree in Physical and Recreational 
Education (B.P.E.). In his graduating year in High 
School he was chosen as "Student of the Year" from 
300 graduates. Roger has spent the year 1980-81 
working and travelling in Australia. 

Donna upon graduating from high school was 
selected as "runner up" to student of the year. She 
graduated from University of Manitoba with a degree 
in Physical Education (B.P.E.) and she had a Masters 
degree from the University of British Columbia. She 
has played volleyball in different parts of the world 
with the Canadian Senior Women's Volleyball Team. 
She has been assigned a position with the University 
of Manitoba to teach and coach volleyball. 

Terry, upon completing Grade XI at Sturgeon 
School was selected as Grade XI Student of the Year. 
The following year he was selected as Grade XII 
Student of the Year. The same year he was awarded 
the school's "Sportsmanship" award. Right after 
Grade XII graduation he was chosen by the Rotary 
Club as Canadian Student Ambassador to Australia 
where he lived one year. He is now working for an 
Electronic Engineering Degree. 

Alice successfully completed her Grade XII stud
ies at Sturgeon Creek Regional Senior High School. 
She is now working towards a degree in Theraputic 
Nursing at a University in Edmonton. 

Elsie is married to Dan Mychasiw. They farmed 
in Oakburn area; and later moved to Winnipeg where 
Dan is employed with a sign company. They have 
two children. 

Sylvia married Dennis Kozakewich who works at 
the University of Manitoba in Agricultural Research. 
They have one daughter, Nadine. 

Elaine married Ernie Tymofichuk who is a Senior 
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Pricing Analyst with the c.P. Railways. They have 
one daughter, Sheryl and one son, Dwayne. 

Mike was married to Marie Mychasiw who 
passed away in January, 1969. Mike farmed in the 
Vista area and later moved to Winnipeg where he is 
employed by the St. James School Division. Mike 
has two daughters and two sons. 

Darlene married Gary Nickel who is employed 
with Dominion Malting. Darlene completed her de
gree in Nursing. They have one son, Jason. 

Betty is working for the Great West Life Insur
ance. 

Barry is supplying 7-Up and Coke. 
Myron is completing his Grade XII in High 

School. 
Mildred married Alec Kalynuik who is erecting 

steel with Dominion Bridge and Abesco. They have 
one son, Ernie who is employed by National School 
Services. Ernie was married in May, 1980, and his 
wife is Debbie Carlson. 

Matt married Jean Mandryk. He is a salesman 
with Old Dutch Potato Chips. They have a son, 
Bradley and a daughter, Sandra both still in school. 

Ernest married Stephanie Soluk. He has attained 
his B.A., B. Ed., and M. Ed. degrees, and is teach
ing in a senior high school in the St. James School 
Division. They have two sons: Dale and Kevin and a 
daughter Nancy - all of school age. 

In conclusion I would like to pay tribute to our 
family pioneers and all the Ukrainian pioneers. 
These pioneers spent their time practicing the arts of 
survival. They knew a number of natural secrets 
which they had hoarded for generations, and learned 
others from the Indians. These pioneers brought with 
them sterling qualities of mind and heart; great vi
tality which poured into land, making a fertile plain 
out of a savage wilderness. They had endurance and 
terrific power of survival, against all odds of nature 
and circumstances. They had a burning love for 
freedom which was crushed at first by centuries of 
deprivation, but now it was revived again. 

Considering what the Ukrainian pioneers had to 
work with, they have made tremendous progress. 
They were new people with primitive garden tools; 
they did not understand the language. They had lim
ited capital and were settled on more different land. 
But, they had qualities which endured. They were 
able to get by on limited resources: their word was as 
good as their contract in business matters. As they 
advanced to machinery, they took care of it. It was 
usually said, "Use it but do not abuse it". They 
usually bought it second-hand, repaired it and used it 
for many years. They were thrifty and hard-working. 
These were the qualities that enabled the pioneers-



living as peasants - to survive the hardships of the 
early years, on land where no one else could survive. 

The younger generation looked at the hard life 
led by their fathers, began to ponder on changes. 
These changes came about quite fast but not easily. 
The old traditional house changed into a newer home 
with a shingled roof. The grubbing was helped by 
teams of horses and later by tractors. The sickle and 
scythe gave way to reapers, binders and swathers. 
The flails were replaced by threshing machines and 
combines. The querns and the mortars lost their 
positions when the farmers began to take their grain 
to the mills and elevators. 

The Ukrainian pioneers, men and women had 
once thought of duplicating the life of the old country 
on the plains of the new, bringing their domed 
churches, their clay homes, their tools, their cos
tumes, songs and ways of living; but slowly, inevita
bly the new country enveloped them and claimed 
them as its own. As they altered the face of the 
Manitoba landscape they themselves were also al
tered, almost imperceptibly, but as the years went on, 
the alteration grew deeper and deeper within them; 
upon their children the transformation worked with 
great effect, and the youngest generation belonged 
wholly to the New World. 

Annie F. Bel bas 

submitted by 
John Baydock 

In 1913 my father, Anton Belbas left his village 
Stryhance, Tlumach, Western Ukraine to come to 
Canada. He spent the first few years working on the 
railroad and also for farmers. 

I came to Rossburn in June 1926 to join my father. 
My father had paid for my passage but someone who 
was already established on a farm had to sign the 
affidavit. So that is why I first went to live with the 
Metro Walko family. I was eighteen years old. My 
mother and sister remained in the old country. 

Mr. Walko met me at the station and took me to 
his farm home. I felt very lonely. My father was out 
working and a few days went by before I got to see 
him. I was four and one half years old when he left 
the old country so we had to get acquainted as father 
and daughter. He told me Canada is a good country 
and all who were willing to work hard would find 
happiness and a good life. He explained to me I 
would have to stay with Walko's for a full year. There 
was a church, National Home and schools within 
several miles and through them I would meet young 
people as well as other immigrants from our village 
in the old country. Then he went back to work clear
ing bush for Mr. Mazur. 

So here I was on a farm in Canada. I had to learn 
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Anton Belbas in 1939. 

to do farm work. I was paid seven dollars a month 
until harvest. Then I was paid thirteen dollars a 
month helping with stooking and harvesting. By 
October, I had saved a bit of money. I worried about 
how I would buy the warm clothes needed for the 
cold Manitoba winter. On top of that, Mr. Walko told 
me he couldn't afford to pay me during the winter 
months. These were the depression years. Mr. Walko 
wasn't well off and he had two children of his own. 
So I stayed on working for my room and board. But 
the Walko's were very good to me and took me with 
them wherever they went. 

Little by little my homesickness grew less and 
less and I became used to life in Canada. I was 
making friends with the neighbours - Wladykas, 
Sowtas, Laskowski, Deydeys and others. 

February 13, 1927, I married Fred Belbas, a local 
farmer. That same year we bought our own farm for 
twenty-four hundred dollars. We gave a down pay
ment of one hundred eighty dollars, the rest to be 
made in payments. 

That first winter, we cut logs and built our first 
house. As soon as some clay had thawed in the spring 
we plastered our house. Later we added a kitchen. 
Then the whole house was plastered again, inside 
and out and whitewashed. 

My husband went out working for others clearing 
land and helping with haying and harvesting. The 
money he earned went towards payment on the farm. 

My husband, like his father, was a self-taught 
carpenter. This came in useful as he was able to make 
improvements on our house and make furniture. He 



also helped the neighbours build houses and gran
aries. 

In time we bought a horse and a cow. It was a 
great loss when the cow died. For two years we took 
milk from Sam Wladyka. We couldn't afford to pay 
but they still gave us the milk and helped us in many 
other ways. They are now both deceased, but I will 
never forget their kindness. 

My husband had worked for a farmer near Bins
earth (Frank by name). He sold us his threshing 
machine for twenty-two hundred dollars. We didn't 
have the money to pay for it, but we were to use it and 
pay whatever we could each fall. Then came the dry 
years. The crops were poor. We still had payments on 
the farm to meet. So we had to return the thresher. 
Our mechanic was Matt Malaniuk. 

Our children went to Ruthenia School. We were 
poor, as was everybody else, but we had our health. 
The food wasn't fancy but it was nourishing. 

At that time, going wage for farm labour was fifty 
cents a day; seventy-five cents during harvest. Wheat 
was twenty-five cents a bushel, oats seven and barley 
ten. Cows sold for seven to fifteen dollars. A five
gallon can of cream sold for a dollar twenty-five and 
a thirty dozen crate of eggs for fifty cents. 

All the farmers had to depend on their own pro
duce. They had milk, cream, butter, buttermilk and 
cottage cheese, plus chickens, eggs and fresh vegeta
bles. About all they had to buy was flour, salt, 
matches and coal oil. 

Gradually conditions improved. How happy we 
were when we bought our first car (for one hundred 
forty dollars). 

Although there were many hardships, there were 
also the good times. All social life centred around the 
churches, schools and community halls. When these 
facilities were unavailable, the homes provided ac
commodation for weddings, funerals and parties. 

I got my schooling in the old country in Ukrai
nian, Polish and Russian. World War I interrupted 
my formal schooling but I never gave up trying to 
learn more. My mother told me to read as much as 
possible and I never forgot her advice. My most 
treasured possession is a small library of a variety of 
books including two histories of the Ukraine and an 
old and new Testament. I subscribe to several news
papers and magazines. I enjoy doing Ukrainian em
broidery and taking part in activities pertaining to the 
Church and National Home. 

In 1973, I went back to the Ukraine to visit my 
sister and her family. In 1979 I took a trip to Poland to 
visit a cousin, and some day, God willing, I hope to 
visit Jerusalem. 

My husband passed away in 1970. Our two 
daughters completed grade 12 and studied Ukrainian. 
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Both are married and live in Winnipeg. Our son Bill, 
married Kathleen Yanyk and they live in Rossburn. I 
have seven grandchildren. 

All in all I have had a good life and I thank God 
for all his blessings. 

Nick Belbas 
Nykola and Teklia Belbas came to Canada in 1901 

from Stryhance, Tlumach, Western Ukraine. They 
came with their four children; Nellie, Teklia, Anna 
and Fred. A family from their village, Prodans had 
already settled in Canada and the Belbas's made their 
first temporary home with them. Like other people 
from the Ukraine, they came seeking freedom and a 
better life. 

Then Nykola took his own homestead (S.W.Y4 
34-21-25). The farm was almost solid bush and 
swamp and the mosquitoes were terrible. There was 
no shelter or food for the new family. 

The first task was to build a sod-roof hut for 
shelter. Then came the big question. Where could 
they get food? The bit they had brought from Prodans 
was fast disappearing. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Belbas. (1901) 

Early one morning, Nykola came out of the hut 
and he could hear a rooster crowing. This was a most 
welcome sound. He told his wife he would go to
wards the sound and hopefully find other settlers. He 
cautioned his wife and children not to go too far from 
the hut because they could lose their way very easily. 

So Nykola set out. There were no trails and to 
ensure he could find his way back, he broke twigs 
along the way. He walked and walked and the crow
ing seemed to be nearer. After many wearisome 
miles, he did indeed find his friend, the rooster, and 
the family to whom it belonged. This was the Sam 
Pushka family. 



The Pushka family greeted Nykola warmly. They 
gave him food and then asked him why he had come. 
So Nykola told them, he didn't know where he would 
get food for his hungry family. He was given some 
flour, buckwheat grits and a few other items and a 
promise of more help if needed. 

Feeling much better, Nykola started for home. 
By following the trail of broken twigs, he walked 
towards home. But night fell before he got there. He 
had no choice but to spend the night in the forest. His 
wife and children by then were worrying, wondering 
if he would ever get back. Finally he heard the 
childrens' voices and so he arrived safely to be 
joyfully greeted by his family. 

Mrs. Belbas took some of the grits and cooked a 
kind of porridge. There was no milk, they had to use 
water. While the porridge was cooking, they could 
hear a scratching overhead. A mouse was scratching 
around in the sod. Some of the dirt fell right into the 
porridge. Of course, they couldn't afford to throw 
away good food. So, Mrs. Belbas scraped the dirt 
away as best she could and dished up the porridge. 

This was an example of how the new settlers 
helped each other in the ·difficulties of pioneer life. 
Always there was the hope of a better future. 

Little by little, their life improved. Trees were 
cleared away and the logs were used to build a log 
house. Land was prepared for gardens and crops. 
The children grew up and went out working for the 
Anglo-Saxon farmers who were better established. 
The children married and set up their own homes. 
And so from the very difficult beginnings and with 
God's help; the fourth generation now enjoys a very 
comfortable life. 

Daughter Nellie married Iwan Bidochka. They 
had eight children. 

Daughter Teklia married Michael Kuzenko. They 
had eight children. 

Daughter Anna married Harry Komher. They had 
eight children. 

Son Fred married Anna Belbas (no relation). 
They had three children. 

Alexander Bell 
Alexander Bell came from the Island of Islay, on 

the west coast of Scotland. He homesteaded the S.E. 
Y4 of 2-19-24 on April 24, 1882, and the S.W. Y4 
2-19-24 in October of 1891. 

About 1898, Mr. Bell sold the farm to John A. 
MacPhail, and moved to Penticton, B.C., where he 
started a store. He was married but had no family. 

No further trace of them is available. 
The Islay School of Vista was named after the 

birthplace of the Bell family. 
Contributed by Alexander MacPhail. 
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Marion Mabel Berney - (1906-1979) 
Marion Berney was born June 30, 1906, first in 

the family of Bion Fredrick Copping and Elizabeth 
(nee Fleet) Copping, in their farm home one mile 
from the village of New Glasgow in Quebec. 

In 1908, a little sister arrived - Olive Alma and 
in 1910 a third little girl Annie Eva, who died in the 
fall of 1916. 

In the spring of 1917 the family moved to Man
itoba to live in the Wm. Grant place some 7 or 8 miles 
north of Solsgirth. December of that year Bion 
Fredrick Junior was born. 

In March 1920, the family moved to a newly built 
home on section 1-19-26 in Silver Creek Munic
ipality. 

Marion and her sister Olive attended school first 
at the school in New Glasgow, P.Q. and after coming 
to Manitoba, at Dousford School, north of Solsgirth, 
and after the move to section one, she and her sister 
went to Landsburn School and later to Colonsay 
school after it was built in 1922. Their young brother 
also started school later on. In November 1934, Mar
ion and Albert Parker Berney were married, and 
moved onto Albert's farm where he had built a new 
home on the S.E. quarter of 22-19-26 in Silver Creek 
Municipality. 

They bought more land and rented more and 
farmed successfully till the time of Albert's death in 
November of 1967. 

Marion lived on alone on the farm (which she 
later sold to Floyd McTavish), till the spring of 1972 
when she purchased a home in Rossburn, on the 
corner of Mountain Road and Bud Street. She bought 
the home and lot from Mr. and Mrs. William 
Wladyka. Marion sold her home in 1977 and moved 
into the Lions Manor where she resided till the time 
of her death in July 1979. 

Marion was always interested in reading and 
writing and studying. She had a few short stories 
published and a few pieces of poetry accepted by 
magazines. She learned, by correspondence, to read 
and write in Esperanto. She strongly believed that if 
everyone learned his or her own language and Es
peranto there would be no need to quarrel over lan
guages and everyone would be able to communicate 
with anyone. 

She took great interest in her husband's work as a 
director of the Austin museum and helped in any way 
she could. She belonged to the ladies association at 
the Austin museum, even after her husband's death, 
until failing health prevented her from taking part in 
their work during the Annual Thresherman's Re
union at Austin. 

Marion's time as a Rossburn citizen was not long 
and taking an active part in the community was soon 



prohibited by failing health. She enjoyed Rossburn 
and made many friends and was interested in the 
community's progress. 

Fred and Mary Berzanski 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Berzanski with two young 

sons, Bill and John, left their home in Ukraine to 
become Canadian Pioneers at the tum of the century. 

They settled on a farm eight miles from 
Rossburn. The farm is now known as the Steve 
Trakalo farm. 

Two sons born in Canada were George and Steve. 
Following the death of their mother, Steve was 

adopted by Mr. and Mrs. Farris. Steve's home has 
been in Winnipeg. 

In September, 1978 Bill died in Winnipeg. In 
November, 1978 John died in Russell. 

George married Nellie Gurnick in 1936. They 
have one daughter Sonia, and three grandchildren. 
Sonia is married to Peter Rubeniuk. They reside in 
B.C. Nellie and George retired from farming and 
bought a home in Rossburn in 1976. 

Some of the early experiences are of his father 
walking to Shoal Lake and carrying home flour over 
his shoulder. His father farmed with oxen, later buy
ing horses. The men went south to work in the 
spring, leaving their wives and children to milk the 
cows, raise poultry and a large garden. The man's 
wage would provide winter groceries and farm nec
essities. 

George started working as a hired man at the age 
of 13 years. His first job was with a farmer, Peter 
Black who had two daughters. The girls loved to go 
to dances, parties, church, or just to Rossburn. It was 
George's job to drive them. The girls could sleep in, 
in the morning but not the hired man, so George 
would slip off to bed only to be called by the farmer 
to hitch up the team of horses and drive the girls. To 
keep warm in the winter cutter, robes and foot warm
ers were used. 

George drove the car at age 14. The farmer had 
driven it right through the garage, so decided George 
should learn. 

Each day, there were at least 16 horses to feed, 
water, harness - and clean the bam. 

An outfit was six horses to handle. Many miles 
were walked behind the harrows each year. 

Wood was the fuel used in the homes. The trees 
were chopped down with an axe, limbed and loaded 
on the sleighs. 

The Titan Tractor of the 1920's was the first trac
tor driven by George. 

The grain was bagged from the threshing ma
chine, and hauled to Shoal Lake by horse teams, 
using the wagon or sleigh. 
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The hired man's wages were the best during the 
depression when the govenment paid the man five 
dollars a month, the farmer received five dollars for 
the hired man's board. That was in the 1930's. 

Bewza 
Paraska and Machko Bewza came to Canada in 

the spring of 1899 from the village of Husatyn, near 
Kiev. They settled in the Rossburn district and lived 
in tents until they were able to build a home. 

They were looking for a better life and were 
impressed by the heavily wooded country. In Eu
rope, they had to bum dry garden leaves etc., for heat 
and cooking. Wood was very scarce. 

Upon arrival in Canada, they docked at Halifax. 
The train took them across the country and dropped 
them off where they chose. They arrived at Strat
hclair by C.P.R., as that was as far as the tracks were 
built. The group was sheltered in two unheated build
ings at Strathclair. They slept on hay spread on the 
floors of these shelters, and cooked their food over an 
open fire outdoors. They were detained here for 
several days. Then they were driven in wagons five 
and half miles north of Oak bum and took their home
stead in Township 19 Range 23 west of the first 
meridian. 

The journey was made in long narrow wagons. It 
was very cold and small children were crying, some 
suffering from Scarlet Fever. There was no milk or 
food for the small children. 

They arrived at their destination on a cold, rainy 
day. Before the tents were set up, everyone was 
drenched to the skin. 

Machko Bewza, Onofrey Korolik, Sam Yanick 
and Fred Tokaryk had brought some stoves. These 
stoves were placed on opposite sides of the tent and 
shared by the group. They cut dry hay to bum in these 
stoves as there was no dry kindling. 

After the fire was started in the stoves, they 
changed into dry clothes, ate a meagre supper, and 
went to sleep on the hay that was spread over the 
frozen ground. That night, a freak Canadian snow 
storm dumped two inches of snow on the area. 

The next morning, things did not look too prom
ising as most of the children were very ill. Forty-two 
children and three adults died in a two week period. 
A concrete statue marks the site of the mass grave at 
Patterson Lake. After the epidemic was over, the 
settlers were quarantined for three weeks. Then they 
were allowed to leave the settlement. 

These are the names of the settlers in this group 
who led the way for others: Nykola Wozney, Sam 
Topolnisky, Wolena Slon, Harry Berehulka, George 
Chicheluk, Prokop Hrytcak, Sam Yanick, Fred 
Hulyk, Jacob Hulyk, Wasyl Swystun, Tom 



Woychyshyn, Wasyl Leschyshyn, Martin 
Woychyshyn, Hilko Maskiw, Machko Bewza, Fred 
Tokaryk, Mikita Ewasiuk, Zahery Jumaga, Anton 
Shurgot, Dmytro Nychek, John Bucklaschuk, Kind
rat Shwaluk, Anton Kalyshyn, Wasyl Dirbawka, 
John Yanick, John Kuzniak, Wasyl Luhowy, George 
Ewanyshyn, Anton Danyluk, Stanley Trach, Paul 
Bilesky, Wasyl Filas, Harry Glushka, Fred 
Yaworsky, Silvan Sawchuk, Dmytro Werzak, Anton 
Kuzniak, Woytko Dziver, Onofrey Korolyk, Andrew 
Woychyshyn, Machko Woychyshyn, Stephen 
Kokorudz, Nykola Maydanuik, John Stadnyk, An
ton Sitko, Dmytro Maksymchuk, Michael Antona
tion, Boychuk, Osadets, Kotyk, Adam Sicinski, 
Maftia Mychasiw, Maduke, Derkach, and Onofrey 
Malanchuk. 

Paraska and Machko brought two children with 
them: Michael, six and Thomas, four. Their home
stead was Section 20 Twsp. 19, Range 23, S.W. 
Quarter. They had five more children in Canada, 
named Lena, Paul, Ustina (Jean) and twins Alice and 
Mary. 

Paraska's maiden name was Dereniewski, and 
she had two sisters Lusbita and Mary, who came to 
Canada later. 

Machko would leave his wife and children on the 
homestead for the whole summer and go to work. He 
did this until he earned enough money to start farm
ing for himself. He farmed for a number of years with 
oxen until he was able to buy some horses. He died in 
1909, when Paraska was only thirty-eight years old. 
He was taking a load of wood across the lake, and 
broke through the ice. He was wet and very cold 
before he got home. He developed pneumonia and 
never recovered. 

Paraska was left to farm with the children; 
Michael, the oldest, was only seventeen years old. 
Most of the income for groceries and clothing was 
from selling wood to the towns of Shoal Lake and 
Hamiota. This wood was cut and split and hauled 
with horses. Paraska lived to be ninety-three years 
old and died in July, 1964. 

Michael married Carolka Nadolsky, daughter of 
Bartholomew and Anna Nadolsky, in January, 1916. 
Carolka came to Canada in April, 1913 from the 
village of Borschiew, near Warsaw. They had five 
children: Joe, Stanley, Helen, John, and Peter. Car
olka died on the tenth of July, 1937, and Michael 
married Mary Radlinsky in 1938. They had one 
child, Caroline. 

Michael farmed in the Vista district. He owned 
and operated a sawmill with his brother Paul. They 
started in 1925 and operated every winter until 1938 
near Riding Mountain National Park, N .E. quarter, 
section 36-20-23. Jacob Drozda was the camp cook 
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for the entire operation. Mike Twerdochlib worked as 
bill hook at the back ofthe sawyer from 1930-1938. A 
sawmill was on Fred Stebeletski's farm for a few 
years. Mike Bewza was the sawyer and Paul worked 
the steamer. Michael supplied the lumber and helped 
build the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church at Vista. 

In 1938, Michael moved to farm south of Shoal 
Lake. Michael and Thomas owned and operated a 
steam engine and thresher in the twenties. It took 
about eight to ten teams of horses and men, usually 
the neighbors, so they could get their grain threshed. 
Paul was the fireman and water man. They used straw 
to bum in the engine to keep it going. Michael 
bought his first gas tractor in 1934. The same fall, he 
bought a threshing machine. He farmed with his boys 
until October 1944, when they sold out and moved to 
Mission City, B. C. Here they went into the sawmill 
business until Michael passed away on the ninth of 
July, 1946. Carolka and Michael are buried in the 
Vista church cemetery. Joe died in April 1941. 

Left to Right: Carl Pryzner, Tom, PaUl, Paraska Bewza and 
Alice (Angus) Bewza. (1923) 

Stanley, John and Pete then moved to Ashcroft, 
B.C. and started the Bewza Lumber Sawmill busi
ness. Helen married Mike Macahon. They have two 
children, Orville who resides in Winnipeg and Carol 
who married Glen Shust. They live near Shoal Lake. 

Thomas married Nellie Stadnyk on sixth of June, 
1919. They farmed in the Vista district until March, 
1928 and then moved to Oakburn. They had eight 
children: Mary, Elsie, Anne, Jean, Sophie, Mike, 
Margaret, and Walter. Thomas died on the sixth of 
January, 1956. Nellie and her son Mike are still 
farming in the Oakburn district. 

Lena married Carl Pryzner and lived in Shoal 



Lake. They had thee children; Stanley, Mary and 
Agnes. Lena died in January, 1977. 

Ustina (Jean) worked in Winnipeg and Brandon. 
She died in July, 1950. 

Alice was stricken with polio when she was a 
little girl. She married Thomas Angus and farmed in 
the Carberry district. They had one son, Larry, who 
farms since Thom and Alice retired to Carberry. 

Mary married Bob Hartley and moved to Mission 
City, B.C. They had three sons, Melvin, Harvey and 
Bob; and a daughter Jean. 

Paul married Mary Kaskiew, daughter of Anton 
and Anna Kaskiew, on the twenty-first of November, 
1925, at St. Michaels Church, Olha. The Bewza 
brothers' sawmill was on the Kaskiew homestead, 
and Anna Kaskiew used to board the men for awhile 
until they hired their own camp cook. This is where 
Paul and Mary met. 

They dated when Mary worked near Hamiota. 
Paul was sporting his first car, a black Ford Model T. 
Touring car, canvas top and sides and plastic win
dows. 

He bought the homeplace in 1926 and later 
bought the N.E. quarter, homestead of Adam Si
cinski. When they got married, Mary's parents gave 
her two cows and one horse. Paul already had four 
horses and some chickens. This was how their mixed 
farming began. They sold cream and eggs to supple
ment the income. Paul and Mary had four children: 
Mike, Jean, Frank and Helen. 

Michael, Helen and Carolka Bewza. (1925) 
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Mr. Nathan Unickow of Oakburn Quality Store 
carried a lot of people on credit. When their crops 
failed and there was no money for groceries, he never 
turned anyone away. They paid what they could af
ford. Some people did some trapping to supplement 
the income and Mr. Unickow bought the furs from 
them. He also bought chickens and turkeys. 

Along with farming, Paul worked with Michael 
running the sawmill and later with Michael and 
Thomas in the threshing gang. 

When the sawmill was in operation, Mary would 
be left alone for weeks to look after the small children 
and all the chores on the farm. She was only seven
teen when she was married. The close neighbors' 
wives worked together; they were always there for 
each other. Carolka Bewza lived across the road. She 
was always a very kind, compassionate person, al
ways a smile on her face. Wolanka Kowal (Mrs. 
Metro) and Francine Kowal (Mrs. Wasyl) and Car
olka Bewza were midwives in the area. 

After about four years of marriage, Paul and 
Mary lost their first home in a fire. Another one was 
built near the same location. They still had the same 
sawmill, and the neighbors helped. Frank Sicinski 
was the professional carpenter. 

The men worked in groups to help each other 
with harvest, haying, sawing wood, building. Every
one pitched in and went to each others' homes to get 
the turkeys and chickens killed and ready for market. 
For entertainment, they got together and played cards 
- King Pedro and Hola were favorites. 

Mary's father used to walk fourteen miles to help 
her with the garden, etc. Sometimes he would walk 
back the same day. 

In the winter, there were ice blocks to be cut and 
hauled to a shed. Then they were covered with 
sawdust. This was the fridge all summer. Some meat 
was preserved, cured or smoked, also canned injars. 
In the winter, the meat was hung in the shed. 

There was no well on the homeplace. Paul bought 
a wooden tank and hauled water from Duck Lake for 
the animals. Many times the runners would slide off 
the trail, the full tank would overturn, and the water 
spill. There were many cold unpleasant experiences 
with this winter hauling. Later he received a govern
ment grant to dig a dugout for water. This upgraded 
the farm. Drinking water was hauled in cream cans 
from Vista. In the 1930's Peter Ewashko drilled over 
three hundred feet and found no water. Many years 
later, Peter Robinson drilled 160 feet and found water 
at a spot Paul had chosen. An electric pump was set 
on the well, and there was plenty of water. 

When the children were small, they walked to 
King George school. Later, when Michael's chil
dren, Joe, Stanley, and John were old enough to 



handle a horse, Michael built a toboggan. This may 
have been the first school bus. It was drawn by one 
horse and held six to eight children. Later, Paul built a 
van over cutter runners, and put a box heater in it. 
The neighbors' children were picked up on the way to 
school. Later, Paul bought a bigger van, and also had 
a buggy drawn by one horse for school transporta
tion. Along with packing lunch for the children, a 
bundle of hay was tied for the horse, and tucked into 
the back of the buggy. 

For some pocket money, the older children used 
to snare rabbits or trap muskrats and sell the fur pelts. 
At one time, there was a bounty on gophers. The 
children trapped them, sometimes by setting a trap 
and pouring water in the hole. The journey to the 
slough, with pail in hand, was usually a long one. 
The dead gopher was stripped of his tail. Once the 
matchbox was full of gopher tails a trip was made to 
Vista. Mr. Baker at Baker's Store bought them for a 
few cents each. Mr. Baker used to help at harvest time 
and got to be a close friend of the family. The grand
children called him· ·The Baker Man." 

The farm was sold in 1967, with plans to retire in 
Shoal Lake. Paul passed away on the fifteenth of 
May, 1968. Mary now resides in Winnipeg. 

Mike married Jeanine Lavoie; they have three 
sons, George, Lorrie and Richard and reside in 
Campbell River, B.C. 

Jean married Pat Sharkey. They have three daugh
ters: Patricia, Janet and Joni and reside in Thunder 
Bay, Ontario. 

Frank married Evelyn in 1960. He was accidently 
killed on the eighth of March 1962. 

Helen married Wally Komaryk. They have two 
daughters, Ashli and Ardelle, and reside in Freeport, 
Bahamas. 

Fred Bidochka 

contributed by 
Helen Bewza - Macahon 

Jean Bewza - Sharkey 

Fred Bidochka was born in West Ukraine in the 
year 1858. In 1880, he married Anna Kuzenko who 
was 4 years younger. They had six children born to 
them up until the year 1901. During this time they 
lived in the Village of Dowhy. John was the oldest 
son; then there were Nick, Sophia, Mary, Mike and 
Alex. 

After marriage and still living in the Ukraine, 
Fred was employed taking booms of logs down a 
river to a certain destination. Later as his oldest son 
grew up he helped his dad on the booms. If all went 
well, it took IY2 days to deliver the logs. It also took 
about the same length of time to walk back home. 
After training his son John in the handling of the logs 
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on the river, Fred decided to put his second oldest son 
Nick with John on the booms and let them handle that 
job. He himself got a job as Forest Ranger for a 
private firm. Although Fred liked his new job and he 
received better pay than for his previous job, he 
found it had some drawbacks in it. 

Fred's work was to see that no one came into this 
forest to cut any firewood or any other wood. He 
soon found that people who he personally knew, were 
sneaking in and taking firewood mostly at nights. 
Fred found it extremely difficult to prosecute these 
people as many were his close friends and he knew 
how badly they needed the wood for cooking and for 
heating their homes. 

Fred and Anna Bidochka. 

In the Spring of 1901, with all this in mind, Fred 
and Anna talked to their older children and decided 
they would sell what little they had and move to the 
land of great opportunity, Canada. The age of their 
children as they boarded the ship ranged from 20 
years to 3 weeks. John, the eldest being 20, was 
questioned by authorities if he was leaving the coun
try so as not to serve in the Army. At that time, it was 
3 years compulsory service at the age of 21. However, 
he was able to convince them that he would be back 
when he made some money in Canada. The ship they 
were on took 3 weeks to arrive at Halifax. There was 
a lot of sickness on the ship. Fred's wife, Anna 
(mother of the 6 children) became very ill and her life 
was in danger as was the life of her 3 week old son, 



Alex, whom she was breast feeding. However, things 
came through all right for the whole family. 

From Halifax, the family boarded a train to Win
nipeg and went to the Immigration Office. From 
there, they were sent to the Shoal Lake-Oakbum 
areas as there were homesteads available there. 

Although there were still homesteads that could 
be had in the area, many families were not satisfied 
with that kind of land as it did not have large stands of 
trees for firewood. This severe shortage of wood they 
faced in the country that they had just left. With this 
in mind, they decided to move further north where 
the bush was dense. 

The Bidochka family found exactly what they 
were looking for approximately 11 miles northeast of 
what later became Rossbum on Section 10, township 
21, range 24. Fred, the head of the family, went about 
getting a homestead for himself and one each for two 
of his eldest sons, John and Nick. The price at that 
time was $10.00 for a quarter section (160 acres). He 
found out he did not have enough money for all three, 
but the agent at the time was very helpful and told 
Fred that ifhe paid for two and started building on the 
3rd quarter, no one else would claim it. This was 
quite satisfactory to Fred and that was the way it was 
done till a later date when the family came up with 
another $10.00 and paid for the 3rd homestead. 

This taken care of, every member of the family 
that was able to get any kind of ajob did so, although 
the pay at the time was very poor. They soon saved 
enough money to buy a horse and thought they were 
now ready to start building a house on their home
stead which they could call home. 

Leaving the older children working out and the 
rest of the family staying with friends in the Oakbum 
area, Fred and his oldest son, John took the horse and 
drove down to their homestead. Their first job was to 
clear a place and prepare a site for a house. Then they 
felled trees to build a log house. This they did quite 
successfully as there were all kinds of logs in the 
dense bush. The logs were then pulled in with the 
horse and after 2 days of work, they were able to 
spend the night in their newly built house. The horse 
shared the room with them. 

Large logs were used for the outside walls and 
small trees were used for the roof. The dirt from 
digging the cellar was not wasted but was used for 
plastering the walls and also as a substitute for shin
gles on the roof. 

In February 1902, the house was completed and 
the whole family moved into their own home on their 
own land and for a while were very proud and content 
with having so much land in comparison to what they 
had in the country that they left. However, they soon 
learned things were not as rosy as they had antici-
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pated. The winter was a very severe one and they 
found their home was not all that warm. There were 
no roads and no close neighbours. The horse had 
been traded for a cow to have milk for the children 
and they had to carry home all their necessities from a 
town some 18 to 20 miles away. A 100 lb. bag of flour 
was split into 2 bags and carried home by two people. 
Many times they wished they had not left their native 
land. 

However, Spring finally arrived and with it, came 
new hope and encouragement and the challenge of 
clearing bush and planting a garden. The family 
could get out now more readily to visit their neigh
bours and help one another. More people immigrated 
and started settling in the area. There was once again 
employment to be found around Shoal Lake and 
Hamiota areas at the more established farms and the 
hardships of the winter were soon forgotten. In June 
of 1902, their youngest son, Pete was born and 
brought more joy to the family. The closest neigh
bours at the time were the John Kalyniuk family, 
Opleta family, Bill Butler family and Alex Kobotuik 
family. 

The Kobotuik family lived on the same section as 
the Bidochkas. A very unfortunate incident hap
pened on the Kobotuik farm. They owned a cow as 
did most everybody but there were no fences what
soever. One day as their cow had wandered off a 
distance, the parents asked their ten year old son to 
go bring the cow closer to the house. The boy went 
and to this day, no one has ever seen him again. The 
neighbors were summoned, and for days they 
combed the dense bush calling the boy by name but 
to no success. After a few days, the neighbors gave 
up the search but the parents continued the search for 
weeks without finding a trace of the boy. Finally, the 
parents, apparently unable to suffer the hurt of losing 
their only son, moved out of the area to start a new 
life elsewhere. 

The Bidochka family also encountered numerous 
problems as apparently did all other families who 
immigrated in the early 1900's. 

It was mostly the custom of the newly arrived 
people to go out working in the Hamiota and district 
area for the summer months and bring back a few 
dollars in the fall to feed and clothe the rest of the 
family for the winter. After the snow came every 
member of the family was expected at home. They 
had very little or no contact with each other during 
the summer months. This seemed to work well. But 
one fall when the snow came, one of Fred's sons did 
not show up at home. The family waited anxiously 
day after day but he did not come home. 

There was even a rumour around that a man had 
been robbed and killed around Hamiota. Fred set out 



to try and locate his son. But with very limited 
knowledge of the English language and other diffi
culties could not locate his missing son, as he had left 
the place where he had been employed during the 
summer. When Fred arrived home and told his story, 
the family slowly accepted that the son must have 
been robbed and killed. 

Meanwhile, instead of coming home, his son got 
together with other men of his own age and found 
employment at Pine Falls for the winter. He had no 
idea what great worries he caused to the rest of the 
family. He came home in the Spring with quite a few 
badly needed dollars. This really amazed the family 
as they never expected to see him alive. 

After a few years, a Catholic Church was built in 
the district. It was built out of logs by volunteers. 
Maxim Chechowsky donated land for the Church 
which was later named Mohyla Church. The 
Bidochka family participated in the building of the 
Church but the main carpenters were Alex Oryniak, 
Andrew Hrycuik, Fred Silewich and Wasyl 
Spilchuk. The first priest to officiate in the Church 
was Father Drohomoretski. This Church served the 
community for over forty years and was later amal
gamated with Rossburn Catholic Church. A few 
years later, the Church in the country burnt in a brush 
fire. A cairn is in the process of being erected at the 
site of the Church. 

In 1909, a school was built and the children of the 
area got a chance to go to school. The first year, Mike 
Wonitoway was the teacher and all classes were in 
Ukrainian. Fifty-two children attended school and 
ages varied from seven to fourteen years. The next 
school term lessons were in English and everyone 
took to the task of learning the language. 

The Bidochka family had a bit of an advantage as 
most of their children were of working age and were 
able to get jobs and come up with some money. As a 
result, they were one of the first to buy a horse-drawn 
mower. The first Sunday, a lot of the neighbours 
came over to see this advanced machine in action. 
Before this, all hay was cut with a scythe. Grain was 
planted by spreading it by hand and then harrowing 
the land. When it matured, it was cut with a scythe 
and in winter was threshed inside a building with a 
flail. 

As time went on, this family was also one of the 
first in the area to own a threshing outfit. To give 
some detail as to the more recent history of the 
family, Fred passed away at his farm home on the site 
of their first homestead in the year 1935. His wife, 
Anna, then moved to her eldest daughter's yard 
where she lived in her own house until her death in 
1942. 
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John 
John married Nastia Belbas in 1904. They had 

met on the ship while on journey to Canada and had 
somehow managed to keep in contact. John and 
Nastia farmed on their first homestead until they 
retired in 1948 when they moved into Rossburn. John 
passed away in July, 1957 leaving Nastia a widow in 
their home in Rossburn. She stayed alone in her 
house until her health started failing. She then stayed 
at her son's place until her death in 1965. 

John and Nastia's children were eight in number. 
Harry the oldest son married Maria Bonchuk. They 
had no family. Harry and Maria both passed away in 
the year 1980. At the time of death, they were both 
residents of Rossburn. 

Matt maried Nellie Sokolan. They are at present 
living on a farm northeast of Rossburn where they 
have lived most of their lives. Their children are 
Jean, (Mrs. Matt Trynchuk), Millecent (Mrs. Peter 
Gumieney) and Helen (Mrs. Milan Zapletal). 

Hazel married Mike Parypa. They farmed in the 
McConnell area and later retired to the town of Shoal 
Lake. Hazel died of cancer in the year 1966 and Mike 
passed away in 1972. Their two sons, Bill and John, 
reside in the area of Shoal Lake, where Bill married 
and is farming. 

Anne lived in Winnipeg where she was employed 
since her late teens. She married Harold Stafford and 
continued living in Winnipeg until her husband's 
death. More than a year later, Anne married Wilf 
Swanton and they now reside at Prince Albert, Sas
katchewan. There were no children by either mar
riage. 

Jessie married Andrew Yanick and lives near 
Oakburn on a farm. Their daughter Verna married 
Joe Juba from Angusville. Their son Harvey is not 
married. 

Kay married Herbert Smith and resides in Win
nipeg. Wayne, Brian, Janice and Brent are their chil
dren. 

Marie married Bill Dewer. They had one son 
Ricky. Marie passed away at an early age of 45. 

Andrew the youngest of John's family, married 
Mabel Baydak. They took over the family farm 
which they still own. It is known in the area as the 
Circle B. Andrew and Mabel owned and operated the 
M/M store in Rossburn from 1959 to 1974. They now 
reside in Rossburn. Their daughter Diana married Ed 
Balan of Olha. The older son, Henry, married and 
lives in Penticton, B.C. Their youngest son, Gerald, 
is still single and is employed in Brandon. 

Nick 
Nick married Katherine Kozak and farmed on 

their homestead northeast of Rossburn on Sec. 



10-21-24 for a good number of years. They then 
moved to the Marco district and retired to the town of 
Oakburn. Nick passed away in 1964. His widow, 
Katherine, stayed with son Bill and daughter-in-law 
Nellie until her death 10 years later. 

Anne their oldest daughter, married Mike Rybak. 
They made their living farming northeast of Oakburn 
and have now retired to Oakburn. Anne's children are 
(Elizabeth) Mrs. McLeod, (Phyllis) Mrs. Boutilier, 
(Elsie) Mrs. Stachowich and son, Leonard, who is 
also married. 

Tinnie married H. Barter. They have made Win
nipeg their home and have a family of two girls and 
one son. 

Zelma married Walter Modine. Their family is 
three sons and one daughter. 

Mike, Nick's eldest son, served in the Canadian 
Army. He lost his life in Dieppe, where the Canadian 
Army was called upon to fight. 

Fred was also a volunteer in the Armed Forces. 
He too, like his brother Mike, was killed in action. 
Fred married Jessie Kelly while in the Army. They 
had no family. 

Bill married Nellie Woychyshyn. They farmed in 
the district known as Rossburn Farms. Later they 
moved to Minnedosa where Bill is employed at Peo
ple's Co-op. Their children are Norman and Linda. 

Mervin also served in the Armed Forces. He now 
lives in Ontario. 

Elsie married Ed Smola. They have a family of 
nine and make Winnipeg their home. 

Stanley who lives in Ontario is married but has no 
family. 

Sophia 
Sophia married Peter Chechowski and farmed in 

the Mohyla district until retirement, when they 
moved to Rossburn Village. Sophia passed away in 
1967. Her husband, Peter, predeceased her in 1961. 

Their children are as follows: Eldest daughter, 
Mary, married Mike Sacharko. Bill, Nellie, 
Ephraine and Evangeline are their children. 

Mary is now a retired widow and lives in 
Rossburn. 

Bill married Mary Baydak. They farmed in the 
valley north of Rossburn. At retirement age, they 
moved to the town of Rossburn leaving their son, 
Mervin and daughter-in-law Annette, to carryon the 
farming operations. Bill passed away in April, 1975. 
Unfortunately in 1978, their son Mervin, after having 
surgery, lapsed into a coma and now two years later, 
is still unconscious. His wife, Annette, was forced to 
rent out the land. Bill's daughter, Mabel, married 
Andrew Barnesky. They also farmed in the valley 
district and now reside in Rossburn. 
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Mike married Sophie Derlago. With their only 
son, Rodney, they farm in the Mohyla district. Their 
farm lands include land that has been in the family of 
Bidochkas and Checkowskis for three and four gen
erations. 

John, after serving in the Canadian Army, mar
ried Lil Yanick. They were employed at Russell for a 
short period and then moved to Selkirk where John 
worked at the rolling mills. Two years after retiring, 
John passed away. He was predeceased by his daugh
ter, Patsy, who was electrocuted while attempting to 
go swimming in a public swimming pool in Miami, 
Florida. Their son, Ken, is married and lives in 
Winnipeg. 

Nellie married Ray Poole and lives in Vernon, 
B.C. They have a family of three sons and one 
daughter. 

Jean married Mike Bartkiw and farmed northeast 
of Rossburn. They have now retired, leaving two 
sons, Lloyd and Wayne, to carryon the farming 
operations. Their two daughters are married. Winnie 
lives in Winnipeg and Leona is at Lloydminster. 

Helen married Charles Derlago and they are 
farming in the Mohyla district together with their 
son, Vern. Their daughter, Sylvia, is attending 
school. 

Mabel married Bill Huceluk. They have a family 
of one son and two daughters. Their home is in 
Selkirk. 

Elsie married Walter Stupak. They are now living 
in Richmond, B.C. They have four daughters in their 
family. 

Mary 
Mary married Steve Kitlar. They lived in the 

Mohyla district and later moved to a homestead in the 
Grandview area. They farmed in that area until retire
ment and then settled in the town of Grandview. 
Mary is now widowed and as she is unable to live 
alone, lives with her daughter, Nettie, who did not 
marry. 

Mike married Anne Pochaylo and lives in Ver
non, B. C. They have one son and daughter. 

Lil married Pete Skoncylas. She is now a widow 
living in Grandview. Three sons and one daughter 
was the size of their family. 

Peter married Nettie Skoncylas. After farming in 
the Grandview area, they have now retired to the 
town of Grandview. A daughter was their only child. 

Mike 
Mike married Maria Skoncylas. They also 

farmed in the Mohyla district until moving to Grand
view to homestead there. Later, they retired to the 
Village of Grandview. Mike passed away in 1975. 
They had a family of four. 



Peter married Mary Ewanyshyn and after farm
ing for a few years, now make their home in Win
nipeg. They have no children. 

Stella married Alex Malanuik but is now a widow 
and lives in Winnipeg. She has two daughters. 

Alice married Mike Swereda and lived in Ed
monton. She passed away in 1977 leaving two sons 
and two daughters. 

Nellie, the youngest of Mike's children, married 
Nick Balak and lives in the town of Grandview. They 
have a family of two sons and two daughters. 

Alex 
Alex married Nastia Yanick from the Mohyla 

district where they farmed for a few years before 
moving to homestead in the Grandview area. They 
later moved to Vernon, B.C. where Alex now a 
widower, resides. Their two children, Miron and 
Elsie, both married and live in B.C. Miron has one 
son. Elsie is widowed now and has three sons. 

Pete 
Pete, the youngest of Fred and Anna's children 

and the only Canadian born, married Anna Poyda 
and farmed on his father's homestead (plus other 
land). He later moved to Winnipeg where most of 
their children live. Pete and Anna are now retired and 
live in a Senior Citizen's apartment in Winnipeg. 

Nellie, their oldest daughter, married Joe 
Schaworski and are now living in Winnipeg. They 
have a family of two sons and one daughter. 

Helen did not marry, she also lives in Winnipeg. 
Muriel who too lives in Winnipeg, married Matt 

Pradinuik. They have two sons and one daughter in 
their family. 

Stella also chose not to marry and lives in Win
nipeg. 

Rose married Edward Ozubka. There are two in 
their family, a son and a daughter. 

Bobby, Pete and Anna's youngest child and only 
son, married and has one son by first marriage and 
one daughter by the second marriage. Bobby now 
lives in Creston, British Columbia. 

Bilinsky 
In the spring of 1904, Andrew Bilinsky and his 

wife Katerina Olynyk left their home in Borstchava, 
Pilatkovicz, in the Western Ukraine, and, with their 
four children, Hrynko (Harry), Onofrey, Kost (Con
stantine, later known as George), and Varvara, (Bar
bara), they sailed to Canada to begin a new life of 
freedom and hope in this country of great oppor
tunity about which they had heard so much. 

They disembarked at Halifax and travelled by 
train to Transcona. This was the location of the west
ern Immigration Depot. Their destination was Shoal 
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Lake, Manitoba, where they had planned to meet 
relatives - Martin, Paul and Mike Chegus, who 
were already settled in the area. 

Little is known about their first ventures. Due to 
loss of records, their first land purchase cannot be 
definitely determined. A daughter-in-law related to 
their grandchildren that they were given a piece of 
land for temporary use by Lucas Zegalski (later 
owned by Baubie family) on which they built a log 
cabin and cleared a garden plot. They kept a few 
cows and chickens, and grew vegetables, thus 
providing their own food. The boys and men took 
any available farm work in the area. Like every new 
Canadian family, they suffered hardships and pover
ty, but it was unthinkable that anyone give up the 
struggle. 

Andrew was born with a defective arm - the 
fingers were formed just below the elbow. However, 
this did not deter him. During the harvest season, 
grain was cut by hand with a sickle and each bundle, 
or sheaf, was tied together with a twine made by 
rolling tall grain in the palm of the hands into a thin 
rope. The sheaves were set in neat firm stooks which 
defied the elements of wind, rain and often snow, 
until it could be stacked and left ready for threshing. 

Andrew was able to sickle the grain and sweep it 
up under his arm into the armpit, holding it there and 
tying it into a neat sheaf with his good hand. He did 
not allow his handicap to be a burden, but instead 
found many ways to cope with it and continue to 
build his dream, a dream of owning his own land and 
home. 

Around the year 1906, it appears that Andrew and 
his family purchased N.E. Y4 of 13-19-24, and they 
moved there. In 1907, it has been confirmed that the 
two younger brothers purchased N . W. Y4 of 31-19-23. 
Harry occupied the east half and Onofrey the west 
half of the quarter section. At that time, the land was 
purchased for eight dollars an acre. 

They cleared the bush by hand and built log 
cabins and the ploughing was done by oxen. Later 
Onofrey bought their first team of horses. 

Bilinsky, George - In 1911 George married 
Maria Nadolski of BiIcze in the Western Ukraine, 
daughter of Bartholomew Nadolski and Annie 
Podgorski. Marinka, as she was known to her 
friends, was the sister of John Nadolski who had 
previously immigrated and sponsored the immigra
tion of both her and their sister Karolka, who later 
married Mike Bewza, and farmed in the Vista area. 

George and Marinka raised a family of six sons 
and six daughters including two sets of twins. 

Their firstborn, Anne, married Charles Smith of 
Winnipeg. They have one son, Victor. Charles made 
the army his career, having joined as a young man 



and remaining in the force until his untimely death of 
leukemia in 1963. Anne resides in Winnipeg. 

Andrew married Stephie Kowal and they have 
three children. They farm in the Vista area. Sylvia 
married Eddie Hawryliuk of Winnipeg. Shirley mar
ried Bobby Hamilton of Vista. They reside in Win
nipeg, and have one daughter, Kimberly Dawn. 
Lennard married Patricia LilIian Koloski. They farm 
in Vista area and have two children, Pamela Jane and 
Kenneth Brent. 

Paul married Rose Yaskiw and farmed in Vista, 
retiring to RusselI. They had six children. Evelyn 
married Frank Shewchuk; they have three children: 
Karen, Brent and Kathy. PhylIis passed away in 1961 
at the age of 17. Richard married Levenia Pushka; 
they farm in Vista area and they have three sons: 
Darren, Raymond and George. Sonia lives in Cal
gary. Bernice lives in Winnipeg. Donald is at home 
in Russell. 

Peter married Mary ElIen Plumptre and farms in 
Vista. They have three children: Adele, married Dr. 
Kenneth Keeichi Sato of Winnipeg, and the twins, 
Mervin, who is at home, and Faye of Portage la 
Prairie. 

Harry passed away at the age of 13. 
Nick continued farming for a number of years on 

the home farm, and now lives in Northern Manitoba. 
His twin sister Rose died in infancy. 

Mike also farmed in Vista for a few years on the 
former Peter Starenky farm. He took up carpentry in 
Shilo, Manitoba and lives in Brandon. 

Teenie married Stanley Pryzner, formerly of 
Shoal Lake, now of Portage la Prairie. They have two 
children. Donald and his wife Moira have three chil
dren and live in Uranium City. Marlene resides at 
home. 

Teenie passed away in November 1977. 
Michalena married Nick Werzak. They farmed at 

Olha, Manitoba. Lena died during childbirth in 
1958, leaving an infant daughter, Linda, who resides 
in Brandon. Nick passed away in December 1977. 
Nick and Lena are both at rest in Olha Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic cemetery. 

Dora married Jim Semchuk of Shortdale, where 
they stilI farm. Their three children are - Sonia and 
Gregory of Winnipeg and Arnold at home. 

Nellie lives at Boggy Creek, Manitoba. Her twin 
brother Bill died in infancy. 

Steve and his wife Helen of Rosa, Manitoba 
reside in Winnipeg and have two children, Beverley 
and Mark, at home. 

Helen died in infancy. 
Another daughter, who was born after her death, 

was named Helen in her memory. 
The surviving daughter Helen married Lt. 
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Thomas Blind of United States Navy and they resided 
in San Diego, California. Tom, who was a Jet test 
pilot, was kilIed on duty in 1957. Helen returned to 
C,\nada where she later met and married Stuart Mac
Fadyen of Winnipeg. They resided in Vancouver for a 
number of years and now live in Edmonton, Alberta. 
They have three daughters, Debra, Deidre and Jac
queline. 

Andrew and Katerina and Barbara continued to 
live on sec 13 with George and Marinka and their 
children. 

Andrew passed away in 1914. He was laid to rest 
in St. Peter and St. Paul Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
cemetery known as Rossburn Farms. 

Barbara went to live with Harry and his family. In 
1917 she passed away and rests beside her father. 

During the next few years, Katerina became in
firm with gradual paralysis and in 1925 she entered a 
home for the aged in Portage la Prairie where she 
remained until her death in 1927. She was cremated 
and her remains rest in Portage la Prairie. 

George and Marinka remained on the farm until 
1949, when they retired to the hamlet of Vista. 
George passed away suddenly on October 1950 at the 
age of 67. The fall had been very wet and no harvest
ing had been done before his funeral on October 6th. 
After that, the weather improved and a normal har
vest was experienced even at the late date. 

Marinka lived in Vista with Nellie until she suf
fered a stroke. She spent a short time in Assiniboine 
Hospital, Brandon. From there she was transferred to 
Sandy Lake Nursing Home where she remained until 
her passing in February 1969. 

The six sons who were born to George and Mari
nka acted as their pallbearers carrying each of them 
to their final resting places in Vista Ukrainian Greek 
Orthodox Cemetery. 

Onofrey Bilinsky - Onofrey Bilinsky married 
Ann Matiation of Oakburn, who was a sister of Sam 
and Mike Matiation of Oakburn. Onofrey and Ann 
farmed east of Rossburn and had thirteen children. 
Further account of their lives will be found in the 
Matiation of Oakburn family history. 

Harry Bilinsky - Hrynko or Harry, as he was 
known, married Maria Dmyterko in 1913. They had 
three children: Mike, Steve and Anne. 

Steve, at age two, felI backwards into a tub of hot 
water. He was attended by Dr. O'Brien, who made 
house calls several times to change dressings on the 
child's burns. When Harry told the doctor he would 
be unable to pay for the extra trips, the doctor re
plied, "The child is more important than the 
money" . Steve had to learn to walk again after he had 
recovered. 

Several years later, Harry sent money for his 



Harry and Mary Bilinsky. (1939) 

wife's sister Johanka (Jan) Dmyterko to immigrate to 
Canada. 

In 1938, with the help of his sons, he bought 
another farm, N. W. Y4 30-19-24. The following year, 
the family moved onto this farm. That summer, the 
farmers in this area were completely hailed out. He 
continued farming and managed to complete his pay
ments during the war years when grain prices rose. 
The higher prices gave many farmers a chance to 
make good on their debts. 

Hrynko died on September 28, 1969 at age of 79, 
just two weeks short of his eightieth birthday. 

His wife Mary died June 10, 1974 at the age of 85. 
Steve and his wife Mary lived in Ontario. They 

had two children, Ed and Diane. Ed is married and 
lives in Ontario. Diane lives in Toronto. Steve remar
ried. He and his wife Mary Mustafa live in Sudbury 
and have one daughter, Mary Jane. She married 
Harry William Lowery and they live in Sudbury and 
they have three children: Chris, Angela and Melissa. 

Mike continues to farm. Anne worked in Win
nipeg as a typist, returning home when her parents 
became ill and remaining at home to assist Mike on 
the farm. 

Tribute -
The grandchildren of Andrew and Katerina Bi

linsky owe them a debt of deep gratitude and appre-

93 

ciation for their strength, courage and abiding faith in 
God, and the dreams they so steadfastly struggled 
for. We are the beneficiaries of their toil and tribula
tions and are fortunate to be descendents of such 
strong and courageous people, who helped build a 
better future for all in this new unspoiled land. 

They left their all to give us all. 

Frank Blaskiewicz 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Blaskiewicz and four sons: 

Marshall, Henry, Anthony and Michael, came to 
Canada from Poland in 1899 and homesteaded in the 
Rossburn area, one mile east of Bob Peden's, where 
Peter Sidlars presently reside. 

Six more children were born to them in the early 
1900's. Mary, Lily, Hilda, Zelma, Joe and Bertha. 

Joseph L., Agnes, Josephine Blaskiewicz. 

Mr. and Mrs. Blaskiewicz lived on the farm many 
years, during which they suffered many hardships 
common to all pioneers. Along with the hardships 
were many joyous occasions, such as neighborly 



gatherings, working bees, dances, weddings, numer
ous holiday celebrations etc., while raising their 
large family. 

Mr. and Mrs. Blaskiewicz left the farm to reside 
in Rossburn in 1936, leaving son Anton on the home 
place. He remained there for only a short time, 
finding the farm a poor place to make a living during 
the depression. He took up residence in Winnipeg. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Blaskiewicz died in the early 
fifties. Surviving them at the time of writing are four 
daughters: Mrs. Mary Urbanowski, Mrs. Hilda 
Dunn, Mrs. Bertha Henry - all of Winnipeg; Mrs. 
Zelma Ellis of Penticton, B.C. and son Joe of Ed
monton, Alberta. 

Bonchuk 
Wasyl and Annie Bonchuk were both born in the 

Ukraine. They were married in 1904 and immigrated 
to Canada in 1906. 

The parents of Wasyl Bonchuk are unknown be
cause both resided in the Ukraine and passed away 
there. Annie was the daughter of Anton and Irene 
Kostiuk. Wasyl and Annie Bonchuk farmed most of 
their life on a farm that was situated about nineteen 
\.1iles northeast of Rossburn. They worked hard, 
breaking land, ploughing fields, and building their 
log house. Wasyl, together with his neighbours, built 

Annie and Wasyl Bonchuk. (1957) 
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the Ukrainian Catholic Mohyla Church in 1914. Both 
were faithful members of the Church for forty two 
years until moving into the village of Rossburn in 
1948. He was still active and helped to build the 
Church in Rossburn. Wasyl and Annie were blessed 
with ten children, five boys and five girls. 

Martha married Alex Warneski. They farmed in 
the Solsgirth area for many years and retired to the 
town of Birtle. They have a family of six children; 
Ann, Bill, Ken, Marilyn and Fred (deceased in 
1973) and Jackie. 

Mary married Harry Bidochka. They farmed in 
the Mohyla area. They later moved to Winnipeg 
where they were both employed, and later retired to 
the village of Rossburn. Mary died July 31, 1980; 
Harry died February 14, 1980. 

John married Anna Maydaniuk. They farmed in 
the Mears area for twelve years. They moved to 
Rossburn in 1949, continued farming but John also 
did general trucking. In 1967, John got a job with 
Manitoba Hydro. He retired in November, 1977. 
John and Anne had four children: Willie, Ernie, 
Frank and Irene. John passed away January 29, 1978. 

Nellie married Louis Maydaniuk. They farmed in 
the Mears area for many years. Their children are 
Frank, Mike, Jackie and Ken. Louis passed away in 
1966. Nellie now resides in Kam1oops, B.C. 

Mike married Stella Holub. Mike farmed in the 
Solsgirth area for many years. Mike and his wife are 
now living in Birtle. Their children are Robert and 
Glenda (deceased in 1977). 

Matt has devoted all his life to farming and re
sides at his farm in the Solsgirth area. 

Ann married John Yaskiw. They farmed for many 
years. They later moved to Birtle where they were 
both employed until retirement. They now reside in 
Shoal Lake. They have one daughter, Beverley. 

Irene married Walter Kaskiw. They also dedi
cated all their life to farming. Their farm is situated 
about nine miles south of Rossburn. They have a 
family of four sons: Dennis, Elmer, Terry and Lionel. 

Peter married Jean Hachkowski. They also dedi
cated all their life to farming. They farmed in the 
Foxwarren area for many years and are now residing 
on a farm near Solsgirth. They have four sons: 
David, Melvin, Brian and Wayne. 

Nick married Gladys Stanchuk. They have both 
devoted all their time to farming and are now residing 
on a farm in the Solsgirth area. Their family is 
Dennis, Terry, Grant and Kimberley. 

Wasyl died on April 6, 1963 and Annie died on 
August 20, 1975. They are now resting in the Sacred 
Heart Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery north of 
Rossburn. 

written by Bonchuk Family 



Back Row, Left to Right: Nick Bonchuk, Louis Maydaniuk, 
Walter Kaskiw, John Bonchuk, Matt Bonchuk. Middle Row, 
Left to Right: Alex Warneski, Martha Warneski, Mike Bonchuk, 
Mary Bidochka. Front Row, Left to Right: Harry Bidochka, 
Nellie Maydaniuk, Irene Kaskiw, Ann Bonchuk, Ann Yaskiw, 
John Yaskiw. 

Borowski 
In the early 1900's life was very hard for the 

poorer class in Eastern Europe. Many people were 
immigrating to Canada to seek their fortune on the 
many farms that were available for homesteading at 
the time. Mike Borowski was one of those people. 
He was born in the year 1897 of Ukrainian parents in 
the village of Postoliwka, Western Ukraine. 

In the year 1913 Michael's half-sister Marina, 
who was married to Hrynko Gurniak, together with 
their three young children immigrated to Canada. 
They decided to take Michael along with them, since 
he was the youngest in the family and everyone else 
had already left home. They travelled by boat and 
arrived in Halifax, after a journey of three weeks. 
From there, they took a train as far as Shoal Lake and 
there the people were dispersed to the various home
steads that were allotted to them. Marina and Hrynko 
Gurniak settled on a small farm east of what is now 
the town of Rossburn, namely the S.E. comer of 
Section 10, Township 20, Range 24. 

Young Michael, who was only 17 years old at the 
time, stayed with the family for some time. He went 
out to work for the various English farmers around 
the community of Rossburn. This continued for sev
eral years, in which time he learned the English 
language and managed to save a bit of money to start 
a place of his own. As it happened, he received a half 
of the quarter of the S.E. section 10, right next to his 
brother-in-law's farm. He got busy and built a one 
room log cabin and some out-buildings. He bought a 
couple of horses from somewhere and that was the 
start of Mike Borowski's farm. 

A half mile down the road, east of his farm, there 
lived a family by the name of Lepischak. They had 
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arrived in the community in 1907 and were a little 
more established. Their oldest daughter, Alice, soon 
attracted young Michael and he wasted no time in 
asking for her hand in marriage. They were married 
in the spring of 1919. Alice was only sixteen years of 
age. With a lot of hard work and many, many sacri
fices, together they managed to make their little farm 
prosper. In September of 1920, their first son was 
born. He was named after Alice's father, Dmytro. In 
the years to come they was were blessed with eight 
more children. Altogether there were six girls and 
three boys, all of whom were born at home. The 
children all attended Hranko School, in the district. 
Mike Borowski was a member of the Hranko School 
board for close to twenty years. 

As the family increased in numbers, there were a 
need for more land to grow more crops to support the 
family. Mike acquired a quarter of section 11 and 
cleared part of it for farmland. In later years he also 
purchased a quarter of Section 3, to the south of the 
homestead. He was also one of the first farmers in the 
district to own a tractor and threshing out-fit. With 
the help of local men, they threshed the grain of all 
the neighboring farmers for many years. 

As time went on the children grew up and left 
home to make a life on their own. Of the nine chil
dren raised on the family farm, only Joe stayed on the 
original homestead and is there to this day. The other 
children are making their homes in different parts of 
the country. Starting with the oldest son: Matt mar
ried a local girl, Rose Chuhay and makes his home in 
Gilbert Plains. 

Anne married Walter Budlowski and lives in 
Windsor, Ontario. 

Tena married a local boy, Michael Sidlar. She 
lives in Winnipeg. 

Joe married Sonia Komhyr. He lives on the home 
farm at Rossburn. 

Rose, married to Art Cameron, now lives in Fort 
MacMurray, Alberta. 

Alec, married to Ethel Strachan, lives in 
Atikokan, Ontario. 

Pauline, married to Largo Albert, now lives near 
Sudbury, Ontario. 

Georgina, married to Gordon Teschke, lives near 
Windsor, Ontario. 

Lucy, married to John Cifra lives near Leth
bridge, Alberta. 

There are twenty-eight grandchildren and twelve 
great grandchildren to date. 

Mike Borowski retired from farming in the fall of 
1955, and moved to Rossburn. He and Alice spent 
seventeen lovely years together in their town home. 
Then Alice died of a heart attack in 1972. Mike lived 
on alone in the house for another five years. He 



passed on in August of 1977 in his eightieth year. 
They are both buried at the Ukrainian Catholic ceme
tery north of Rossburn. 

Boychuk 
The Boychuk family history in the Rossburn Dis

trict starts in 1901 when Alex and Donnia Boychuk 
emigrated to Canada with their three children; 
Nellie, 7 years old, Peter 3 years old, and Harry 3 
months old. Their fourth child Pearl was born in 
Canada in 1903. 

The Boychuks had lived in the Village of Seelets, 
County of Stanislaw, in Western Ukraine but left 
their beloved native land to seek freedom and oppor
tunity for their children in a new and unknown land. 
They had heard, from earlier immigrants, this new 
land promised freedom and opportunity. They had 
longed for a new start but not clearly understood nor 
appreciated at the time were the difficulties and hard
ships associated with seeking this new life. The diffi
cult ocean crossing with young children, the sea 
sickness, the long train ride from Halifax to Win
nipeg, then to Shoal Lake, and the tough journey by 
team transport to the homestead was only the begin
ning of a difficult new venture. 

Alex and Donnia Boychuk settled on a home
stead approximately 15 miles north-west of 
Rossburn. They chose this area because new immi
grants tend to follow the footsteps of earlier immi
grants and especially those of their friends and 
relatives. In Alex Boychuk's case, he came to the 
Rossburn area because a year earlier Alex's cousin, 
Joe Wladyka, had settled here and wrote to Alex 
about the opportunities - 160 acres of land with an 
abundance of forest. What a change from the meagre 
3 acres available in the old country, and where these 
same three acres had to be further subdivided for the 
new generation of children. The 160 acre homestead 
that Alex and Donnia Boychuk chose was the N. E. Y4 
Section 32, Township 21, Range 25 W. They chose 
this location because of the proximity to Alex's broth
er-in-Iaw Dan Mushumanski and also because of the 
Willow Creek and abundance of forest on this home
stead. This general area later became known as the 
Ruthenia District. 

The first year in Canada Alex and Donnia Boy
chuk and their children lived with Alex's brother-in
law Dan Mushumanski. During this period, Alex 
cleared enough land for a homesite and a garden and 
then constructed the first home. Even these small 
clearings were a great undertaking because of the 
dense forest. Alex Boychuk was fortunate and came 
to Canada relatively well prepared. He had heard that 
one should bring with them all that was possible and 
he brought three large chests. The first chest was 
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filled with household and wearing apparel such as 
clothes, boots, and linens; the second chest held 
canvasses and leathers; and the third, the biggest and 
heaviest, held tools and equipment such as axes, 
saws and ploughshares. 

The first home was constructed of logs. It had a 
grass thatched roof, a dirt floor, and the window 
openings were covered with linens which allowed a 
faint light to penetrate on the brighter days. Later 
improvements to the house included a wooden floor, 
glass windows and whitewashing inside and out. 
Once the first house was constructed Alex left his 
wife and young family behind and went to seek work 
with established farmers in the Hamiota and Beulah 
areas. It was necessary to seek employment and earn 
some money in order to provide for the necessities of 
life for his family. Alex was fortunate and in addition 
to earning enough money for the necessities he also 
was able to buy the family's first cow. 

Establishing a homestead took a long time. Grad
ually more land was cleared for cropping. Initially, 
oxen were used for the farming operations and later 
horses. Once the homestead was relatively estab
lished and the children were a bit older, more time 
became available for social, cultural, and religious 
affairs. 

Alex was active in the planning and construction 
of the first school and Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
the Ruthenia District. Alex helped plan and construct 
the first church in 1905 and also helped with the 
second church in 1910. Alex and Donnia both passed 
away in 1925 and were laid to rest in the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church Cemetery at Ruthenia. In their 
memory the children planted two spruce trees beside 
the grave sites. The trees grew to a monumental size 
and are still standing today. 

Alex and Donnia's oldest daughter, Nellie, mar
ried Andrew Nahirniak in 1910 and they farmed in the 
Silver Creek Municipality. Nellie and Andrew had 
nine children; Olive, Margaret, Pauline, Doris, 
Lena, Alex, Anne, Melvin and Bill. Son, Peter Boy
chuk, left the homestead in 1919 when he purchased 
his own farm in the Shellmouth Municipality about 
12 miles west of the homestead. Peter married Nellie 
Mushumanski in 1924 and they had three children; 
William, Paul, and Emil. Daughter, Pearl, married 
Mike Pushka in 1926. They farmed in the Angusville 
area and later in the Grandview area. Son, Harry 
Boychuk, continued to farm on the original home
stead. In 1929 Harry married Anna Lazaruk, daugh
ter of Demyan and Teklya Lazaruk. Harry and Anna 
Boychuk were very active in the cultural and re
ligious affairs in the Ruthenia District. In 1931 Harry 
was responsible for the construction of the first 
Ukrainian National Home in Ruthenia. 



Harry and Anna Boychuk. 

In 1945, Harry and Anna Boychuk moved from 
Ruthenia to a farm two and a half miles east of 
Rossburn, the Wilson Stitt farm, and prior to that the 
Bill Peden farm. Harry and Anna continued to be 
active in the cultural, religious and political affairs of 
their new district. Anna was particularly known for 
her hospitality and it was generally known that if you 
ever visited Anna's home you never left without a full 
course meal. Harry became widely known as an 
inspirational Ukrainian speaker and he was often 
asked to give keynote addresses at various affairs 
both within and outside the community. 

In 1972 Harry Boychuk wrote a book, "Of Days 
Gone By", reminiscing about the early pioneer days 
in the Ruthenia District. This book was published by 
Trident Press in Winnipeg and received wide dis
tribution. Harry often participated at the National 
Ukrainian Festival in Dauphin and during those years 
displayed his artifacts. Harry was also a founding 
member of the Taras Shevchenko Foundation. 

In November 1979, Harry and Anna Boychuk 
celebrated their fiftieth anniversary and it was appro
priate that this celebration was held in the Ruthenia 
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District. The celebration consisted of high mass in 
the Ruthenia Ukrainian Catholic Church, the Church 
which Anna and Harry had previously been actively 
involved, and later, an intimate gathering and supper 
at the Ruthenia Ukrainian National Home. Amongst 
the family and friends included were some of their 
earliest pioneer friends from the Ruthenia District. 

Anna and Harry Boychuk had three children. 
Diane, the oldest, was born in 1936, Allan was born 
in 1939, and Lillian, the youngest, was born in 1943. 
Diane and Allan started their schooling at the 
Ruthenia School while Lillian started her schooling 
in Rossburn. Diane married Harry Twerdun and they 
reside in Rossburn. They have two children Karen 
and Gene. Allan married Marilyn Pearce and they 
reside in Winnipeg. They have two children, Roger 
and Shelley. Lillian married Silvian Ostash and they 
reside in Solsgirth. They have two children, Cindy 
and Lorrie. 

Over the years the Boychuk Farm east of 
Rossburn became a popular stopping place for peo
ple from near and far. Anna was always there to greet 
people with her generous hospitality and Harry 
would spend hours showing people around his mu
seum and loved to discuss any subject; but par
ticularly his love for his country Canada and his 
beloved native land of long ago, the Ukraine. Anna 
Boychuk passed away on April 30, 1980 and Harry 
Boychuk continues to reside on the farm two and a 
half miles east of Rossburn. 

Bradshaw 
Thomas David Bradshaw, or Tom, as he was 

called, was born in Paisley, Scotland in the 1850's
the exact date is not known - then moved to 
Glasgow. He was a Clydesdale breeder in Glasgow 
and was sent over to Canada by the Clydesdale 
Breeders of Scotland to travel a stallion that was 
called a man-eater. No one in Canada could handle 
him and he had killed several of his trainers. He 
would grab them by the back as they sat in their 
buggy with him tied leading behind and pull them out 
of the seat and tramp them to death. Tom was a big 
burly Scotsman and wasn't afraid of any man or 
beast. He wore iron toed boots and by a swift kick on 
the stallion's knee, or just above the hoof, he could 
control him and bring him to the ground no matter 
how vicious he got. Tom travelled from Rossburn as 
far south as Alexander. It was while he was travelling 
this man-eater that he met his future bride, Ellen 
Goring, eldest daughter of James Goring of Alex
ander. She was only fourteen years old at the time and 
he was forty-five. She was really impressed by this 
big, burly Scotsman so eloped with him while her 
father worked in the fields. Her father, furious at 



losing his beloved child to this elderly man, pursued 
them for mile after mile, close behind them in his 
buggy all the way to Oakburn where he lost them as 
they headed into bush country. He never heard of her 
again for many, many years. When she finally came 
out of the bush twelve or thirteen years later, she had 
been living with her husband nine or ten miles back 
inside of what is now known as Riding Mountain 
National Park, north-east of Mitchell's ranch. They 
had been living there in a shack with dirt floors and 
hay beds, where Ellen gave birth to five or six chil
dren all alone. Then Mrs. Hiscock helped as midwife 
with others. Mrs. Hiscock was the first woman she 
had seen in ten years. They later moved and home
steaded on S.E. Y4 28-21-24, then moved to N.E. Y4 
7-21-24. 

Tom and Ellen had ten children: Archie, Emily, 
Alex, John, Roy, Arthur, Stewart, Mabel, Nellie and 
Herbert. Their children attended Chmelnycki School 
the year it was built, when it was on Mikita Kawka's 
farm (Section 33), then again when it was moved 
across the road onto Steve Verbowski's (Section 28), 
now John Kaw ka 's. Later they attended Valley 
School. 

Emily Bradshaw, daughter of Thomas Bradshaw. (1917) 
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Mrs. Bradshaw left the area in 1918 with all her 
children, except Archie and moved to Rivers. Old 
Tom, as he was called, continued to farm in the area 
on Section 7 and Archie farmed on Section 17, (later 
bought by Fred Malaniuk) until 1921, when he left 
and worked for C. P. in Minnedosa and farmed in the 
area. Old Tom went to live with him for a few years. 
From then on he hired out as sheep herder until he 
was in his middle nineties. 

When Old Tom retired in his nineties he lived 
with his eldest daughter, Emily Walker, at Mears for 
some time in the late 1940's. He then moved to 
Carman to live near his son, Archie, who was a 
barber there, and passed away in 1958. He was buried 
in Carman. 

Old Tom always liked to live a hermit's life, 
always playing the wealthy Canadian to his family 
back home in Scotland. He let his own family go 
hungry and cold while he sent money to relatives 
back home. In his later years he wouldn't spend his 
money, but let Archie and Emily care for him so his 
money could go to his own family in Scotland. He 
was always vain about his age. Emily, his daughter, 
said he was well over one hundred at his death, but 
would only admit to ninety, so his tombstone reads 
ninety-eight years at death. His wife Ellen died in 
Rivers, August 8, 1928 at forty-five years and was 
buried in the family country cemetery near Alex
ander. 

Many stories were told of Old Tom, not too 
flattering, so I won't repeat them. Some were told of 
his kindness, but they were such a surprise to my 
mother I won't repeat them either. This I will say of 
him, it has been said he was the first white man to live 
in the eastern part of Birdtail Valley. He was the best 
gol-darned veterinarian around and stories were told 
that he and Bill Butler were the strongest men around 
and Mr. Butler was the only one my granddad feared 
to tackle. 

Archie Bradshaw left Rossburn around 1921 and 
moved to Minnedosa. He married Edith Lukin of 
Rivers, Manitoba and had four children; Kenneth, 
Ruby Graham, Hughgene and Elsie Dowsett. He 
died in September, 1962, at Carman. 

Emily moved to Rivers in 1918 and married Fred 
Walker. They had three girls; Myrtle Charlton, Freda 
Butler and Elizabeth Fowler. Emily returned to the 
Mears area of Rossburn in 1940. She died in Septem
ber of 1961, and is buried at Carman. 

Alexander John (Jack) married (Verna) Annie 
Anderson from Star City, Saskatchewan. They had 
eight children; Ruby (Jean), Lillian (Fern), Thelma 
Mae, John Allen (Roy), Shirley, Ramona, Vona, and 
Donald. With his second wife Caroline (Dolly), there 
were six children; John and Evangeline being the 



oldest. He passed away in 1979 and is buried at 
Rivers. 

Arthur and his wife, Laura, have six children. 
They lived in White Fox, Saskatchewan, where he 
was reeve for a number of years, retiring to Prince 
Albert. 

Stewart and his wife, Florence, had five children. 
They lived in Kenton and Brandon. He died in 1964, 
and is buried in Brandon. 

Mabel and her husband Ted Krause have two 
children; Thyra and Cathy and lived in Berrien 
Springs, Michigan, U.S.A. They were both killed in 
September of 1962, when they were on their way to 
her brother Archie's funeral. 

Nellie and her husband Arthur (Bud) Franklin of 
Rivers had two children; Barbara and George. They 
moved to Winnipeg, where Bud was active as a union 
organizer. They are now living at the West Coast. 

Herbert (Chub), born in Rivers, married Eva 
Baker from Hamilton, Ontario. They had one child, 
Dennis. Herbert was killed in the Dieppe raid during 
the second World War. 

John died in infancy. Roy died at sixteen years of 
age in Rivers, during the flu epidemic. They are 
buried at the country cemetery near Alexander. 

The Bradshaws milked cows and churned the 
cream to make butter for money. The bush was so 
heavy they had as many as five bells on the herd at 
one time. Once when hunting cows, they found a 
fourteen year old boy who had run away from a 
mission school. All he had with him was a bell with a 
small cross inside for a clapper. This he gave to Emily 
for his care, and it became one of the cow bells used, 
but the cow showed up one day minus the bell, which 
was assumed lost after twelve years of use. Twenty
one years after Emily left the area she returned to buy 
Billy Schild's homestead - N .E. Y4 20-21-24, a mile 
west of her Dad's homestead. Some stray horses 
came by and Emily thought the bell sounded like the 
old mission bell. The horse was caught and sure 
enough there was the bell with the cross clapper. 
She'd always planned to ask the owner of the horses 
about the bell, but never did. 

Ellen Bradshaw carried her babies on her back as 
she hunted cows and picked berries. She laid her 
babies in the manger while she milked. They lived in 
a house with dirt floors, with hay mats for beds. She 
churned in a tall dash chum where you plunged a 
slotted wooden board up and down. She kept the 
cream in an ice well (a deep hole in the ground filled 
with ice in the winter and cream was lowered in pails 
on ropes into the ice water to keep cool, a lid on top). 
In later years it was exchanged for an ice-house - a 
small building with dug out filled with ice and cov
ered with saw dust, the cream being in crocks instead 
of pails as in the well. 
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Butter was first used to raise money. Then a 
creamery was built in Rossburn. They hauled cream 
to Rossburn or shipped it by train from Birdtail to 
Russell and Neepawa. Trucks were a long way in the 
future, which later picked up the cream in cans right 
at the farms. Butter used to be eight to ten cents a 
pound. A can of cream brought anywhere from 
eighty cents a can to $1. 80. A good test produced 
twenty-one pounds of butter per five gallon can so 
butter fat must have been seven or eight cents a pound 
at that time. Today, in 1979 it is $1.32 a pound, plus a 
government subsidy every month, per litre. 

Emily Bradshaw and brothers; Archie, Alex, 
Arthur, Roy, Stewart and sister Mabel were all bap
tized by Rev. Edmund Bradshaw Butler in the Butler 
home along with the Butler children; Walter, Dorothy 
and Frank in the summer of 1910. Emily said she 
could remember the trip over, the valley was in full 
flood in haying time, because they stepped onto a raft 
just below their house (near the site of Mears Hall), 
and paddled straight across the valley passing hay 
coils under water, and they stepped off the raft in 
Butler's yard. That was the same year they moved out 
of the park to her father's homestead. All their pos
sessions, eight kids, and ten bags of potatoes were on 
one raft. 

In 1940, Emily, now Mrs. Fred Walker, returned 
to live on Billy Schild's homestead with her daugh
ters Freda and Elizabeth, also foster daughter 
Gertrude Conley where they married Frank Butler, 
Terry Fowler and Barry Derlago of that district. 
Gertrude moved to Vancouver; Elizabeth (Bessie) 
Fowler moved to Brandon. Freda Butler is the only 
descendant left in the Rossburn area. 

By grand-daughter Freda (Walker) Butler. 

Wm. Breakey 
Drought and grasshoppers in southern Manitoba dur
ing the dirty thirties drove my parents to leave Pier
son, Manitoba, in July 1934. They rented 32-18-24 
for ten years then it was bought by Joe Mackedenski. 

While the family made their home here, we at
tended school at Cui ross and Islay. We worshipped at 
St. Andrews Church in Vista. My mother worked 
with the ladies of the church. The family was in
volved with the 4-H Clubs, c.G.I.T. and Young 
Peoples Group. 

In the spring of 1944, the family moved to Fox
warren. In 1953, my parents retired to the village. 

Dorothy, the eldest, married Hugh Armstrong at 
Vista. Gordon was killed in a highway accident in 
1961. His widow lives in Calgary. His family of three 
live in Alberta and B.C. 

Glenn, his wife and family of three live in Cal
gary. Donald, his wife and family of three, live in 



Edmonton. Evelyn married George Simms of Fox
warren. They have a family of five. 

My father died in December 1964. My mother 
has lived for a number of years in Morley House at 
Shoal Lake. 

submitted by Dorothy Armstrong 

Alexander Brown 
(son William's descendants) 

Alexander Brown and Margaret Stirling were 
married in Ballymena, County Antrim, Ireland, in 
February 1873. They left shortly after for the United 
States where they stayed for three years. Their first 
child, Robert, was born there in 1873. They moved to 
Listowel, Ontario, in 1876, their daughter Ann Jane 
was born that year, and in 1878, James was born. In 
1880 they decided to move westward to Manitoba and 
arrived in St. Boniface in late summer. They crossed 
the Red River to Winnipeg in a flat-bottomed boat 
guided by a rope which had been strung across the 
river for this purpose. While in Winnipeg they lived 
in the immigration sheds for three weeks. They pur
chased a team of oxen, a cart and a milk cow before 
they continued on their journey westward. It took 
them four weeks to reach Rossburn where they filed a 
claim on their homestead (6-20-24) which is now 
farmed by George Law less. 

Alexander Brown and Margaret Stirling on their wedding day 
at Ballymena, County Antrim, Ireland. 

In all they had nine children, Robert, Ann Jane, 
James, MaryEllen, Alexander, William, Samuel, 
Margaret, and Sarah. Samuel died before he was a 
year old. Alexander Brown died at the age of forty
five of a ruptured appendix. His wife Margaret died 
in 1947. 

William Brown was born in 1886. He enjoyed 
sports and along with his brother Alex, played soccer 
for the Rossburn team. In 1916 he married Helen 
Halliday at Vista. They lived on his father's home-
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stead for a time, their two eldest children, Robert and 
Wilfred were born there. They moved south of 
Rossburn to the S. Y2 24-18-25 where their other 
children were born, Elmer, Jean, Christy and Sarah. 
They lost their house and bam in a fire in 1922. The 
children attended Ekford and later Rossburn schools. 
They lost the farm at the start of the depression, so 
returned to Rossburn where he worked as a carpenter 
and in later years as caretaker of the cemetery. He 
also worked at the prisoner of war camp in Riding 
Mountain Park during the war. Their three sons 
served in the Armed Forces overseas during the Sec
ond World War and daughter Christy with the Navy 
in Canada. Helen died in May, 1946 and William in 
November, 1964. 

Robert was born in 1916. He worked at Peden's 
Mill, he joined the Artillery in September, 1939 and 
went overseas in January, 1940. He married Nora 
Ryan, an Irish girl, in 1941. He served in Africa, 
Italy, Holland and Germany. They returned to Cana
da in 1945 and took up residence in Winnipeg follow
ing Robert's discharge. They moved to Shoal Lake 
and then to Rivers, where Robert does carpenter 
work. Robert coached baseball and enjoys working 
around his garden. Nora died in January, 1980. They 
had three children, Patricia Laba, Kevin and Kerri, 
all in Winnipeg. 

Wilfred was born in 1919. He worked for John 
Chegwin, then joined the same unit as his brother 
Robert, in November, 1939 and went overseas in 
January, 1940. He served in Africa, Italy, Holland 
and Germany. He married Joan Beaumont in En
gland in 1943. After they returned to Canada in 1945 
they farmed south of Vista, (N.W. 2-19-24) for a few 
years. They left the farm and moved into Rossburn 
and Wilfred worked for Harris Huston. They then 
moved to Brandon where he became a welder with 
Cancade's. He still works for Cancade's but resides 
in Alexander. Wilfred coached hockey and baseball. 
They have three children, Douglas at Rivers, Howard 
at Kincardine, Ontario and Sandra Coleman at Alex
ander. There are five grandchildren. 

Elmer was born in 1921. He worked at Peden's 
Mill. He joined the Lake Superior Regiment (Motor) 
in July 1940. He went overseas in 1942 and served in 
France, Germany, Belgium and Holland, he returned 
home in January, 1946. Elmer played softball and 
coached Minor Hockey and baseball and was often 
seen behind the plate as an umpire. He married 
Sylvia Carson in 1947. They lived in Atikokan, On
tario, for a few years returning to Rossburn in 1960, 
they live on the farm (E. Y2 1-19-25) formerly owned 
by Sylvia's father, Robert Carson Jr. They have four 
children, Marlaine Sitch of Brooks, Alberta; Brian in 



Winnipeg, Russell in Brandon and Mariellen Cusitar 
in Russell. There are four grandchildren. 

Jean was born in 1922. She worked in Brandon 
and married George Kitchen in 1947. They reside in 
Brandon where George works with the C.N.R. They 
have two sons, William and Murray. 

Christy was born in 1925. Chris joined the Wrens 
during the war and was stationed at Halifax. She 
enjoyed sports and played goal for the Wrens Hockey 
team and caught for their softball team. She married 
Frank Robinson in 1948. They live in Winnipeg 
where Frank drives a bus, they plan to retire to their 
farm near Erickson. They have six children, Bruce, 
Sharon Olkers, Frances, Lyle and Colleen Souch of 
Winnipeg and Leslie Bolonchuk of Dayton, Ohio. 
There are four grandchildren. 

Sarah was born in 1927. She worked in Brandon 
where she married Milton Phinney in 1949. Sarah 
played softball. They reside near Brandon, where 
Milt works with the Brandon Fire Department. They 
have five children, Judith Walker, Robert, Glenn, 
Lawrence and Jeffery all of Brandon. There are eight 
grandchildren. 

submitted by Elmer Brown 

James Brown 
James Brown, third child of Alexander Brown Sr. 

(1850-1898) and Margaret Stirling (1855-1947) was 
born on June 23, 1878 at Listowell, Ontario. His 
parents had emigrated from Ireland to Ontario in the 
early 1870's. When "Jimmy" was two years old the 
family came west. There was no regular means of 
conveyance west of Winnipeg, so the parents and 
children walked the two hundred odd miles to 
Rossburn. Here they settled on a farm one mile north 
and one mile east of Rossburn. 

Jimmy attended Rossburn School for three years 
or possibly four of five summers and stayed home in 
the winter, as they often did then. At any rate he 
ended up with the equivalent of grade three educa
tion. 

He stayed at home for a few years helping his 
Dad. He also worked for some relatives at Neepawa. 
While still a teenager, he and another lad wintered 
cattle at Squaw Creek north of Olha. This he did for a 
number of years. 

Jimmy met Martha Chesney, who was born in 
Berkley, Ontario. She was the third daughter of 
Arthur and Mary Chesney. She and her sister were 
also immigrants from Ontario in 1898. 

Jimmy and Martha drove to Shoal Lake in a 
buggy on March 27, 1901 and were married. They 
farmed for three years on his widowed mother's 
place. 

Then he filed on the quarter 26-19-24 which is 
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Mr. and Mrs. James Brown wedding picture taken March 27, 
1901 while in Brandon. 

2Y2 miles north of Vista, where he lived until his 
death in July of 1954. The farm is still in the family. 
Walter made his home there from 1949 on, and oper
ated the farm until his untimely death in 1966. Fourth 
son Carman now owns and farms the land. 

Jim and Martha had nine children: Florence 
(1902- ), Sarah (1904-1915), Samuel 
(1905- ), Mary (1908-1966), Walter (1912-1966), 
Alexander (1914- ), Carman (1919- ), Wilton 
(1922- ), Roween (1924- ). They lost their 
second daughter, Sarah, when she was quite young 
- with typhoid fever. 

While they were busy looking after their family 
and increasing their land holdings to % section plus 
80 acres, Jim Brown's love of travelling around led to 
another occupation - the one he is probably best 
remembered for - that of buying cattle. 

He covered a very large territory surrounding his 
farm. He would take one or two days a week to drive 
around - with horses and buggy or cutter, at first. 
Later he drove an old Model T Ford Coupe, or 
sometimes he hired Tom Stitt to drive him. 

He bought some cattle outright - these he 



brought home either to fatten a while, or to sell the 
next week. If the" Seller" wasn't satisfied with the 
price offered, Grandpa would take them "on com
mission" . 

Monday was the day they were all rounded up and 
brought to the Vista stockyard. This meant early 
morning rising on Tuesday to get them all loaded into 
stock cars, which were picked up by the 8:00 A.M. 
train and taken to St. Boniface stockyards. Grandpa 
went along too, most of the time, returning Thursday 
by flyer to Kelloe. On Monday evenings it was my 
mother's task to sort out the little, scribbled-on lists 
of paper and write out a meaningful list of what he 
had to sell that week. 

In later years changes were made. He had the 
cattle loaded into the cars on late Monday after
noons. The book work was taken over by a younger 
son and Grandpa returned from Winnipeg by bus to 
Vista on Wednesday or Thursday. He continued the 
practice of staying at our home (Wm. Stitts) over 
Monday night, arising early enough to walk the Y4 
mile to Vista to catch the train. This weekly contact 
meant my brother, sister and I got to know our grand
father really well. I suppose, like everyone else, he 
had his faults, but in our young eyes, he was a hero. 
He had such a talent for telling stories. He didn't use 
actions or "colorful" language - he didn't need to! 
He just sat there and rattled on and on - telling us 
how he bought this cow or that one - and we sat 
there listening - fascinated. Stories of the local 
competitors, Billy Rinn, Jasper Strong, "Clubley" 
always amused us. Truly, we were impressed with the 
adventures of cattle-buying. 

Memories of Grandma present a different pic
ture. She, too, spent an evening with us once a month 
after the Ladies Aid meeting. She didn't get out too 
often, so I suspect she would enjoy that afternoon, as 
well as supper at our place. She and Mother would 
discuss the meeting and family news until someone, 
in town for the mail, would come to pick her up. 
Other recollections bring to mind the many Sunday 
night suppers we shared with our grandparents and 
other family members. I can still see the 3" high 
currant biscuits, the plates of cheese and the sweet 
fruit preserves. And who can think of Grandma with
out also seeing a rocking chair - one could always 
find her there in the evenings, when the day's work 
was done. 

Singing was a favorite pastime in the Brown 
household. My Mother recounts that when she was 
very young, her Dad had two or three of them on his 
knee whenever he was in the house - singing all the 
little folk tunes he knew. Later with grandchildren 
around as well, on Sunday evenings or "special 
event" days, we all knew what would happen after 
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supper. We trooped into the living room, around the 
piano, and sang for two or three hours. Some of the 
boys (my Uncles) were very accomplished on the 
mouth organ - add to that a guitar at one time and we 
had a real concert. Grandpa and Grandma sat back to 
listen and enjoy. 

As usual, the family grew up and left. Florence 
married Bill Stitt in June of 1922. They farmed one
half mile west of Vista until 1954, when they retired 
to live in Vista. They had three children - Eleanor, 
Willis and Reita. Florence and Bill moved to Morley 
House, Shoal Lake in November of 1979. 

Sam was married in 1933 to Lena Kowal and 
farmed 1 Y2 miles west of Vista until 1965, when they 
retired to live in Neepawa - where they are at 
present. The couple's nine children are Lyall, Ken
neth, Elgin (deceased April 1980), Georgina, An
nabella, Melville, Joy, Ray and Marilyn. 

Mary was married to Vernon Hamilton in March 
of 1931. They spent most of their life together in the 
Rossburn area. They had four children - Shirley, 
Alex, Dennis, and Margaret. Mary passed away in 
1966 - her husband Vernon, in 1976. 

Walter Brown was never married. He worked for 
a number of years for Donald McDonald on a farm 
east of Vista before taking over the home farm. After 
his father's death, his mother lived on at the farm 
until she was no longer able. She resided with her 
daughter and son-in-law Mary and Vernon, in 
Rossburn until her death in March of 1962. 

Third son ''Alex'' enlisted in 1942, went overseas 
in 1943 and saw action in Italy, France and Holland. 
He got back to Canada in the spring of 1946. On his 
return he married Viola Dandridge of Birtle in July of 
1946. They lived in Cranbrook, B.C. and have two 
children, Dwight and Brenda. 

Carman served with the Royal Canadian Corps of 
Signals from January, 1942-December 1945. He was 
in France, Belgium, Holland and Germany. He was 
married to Nellie Kornhyr of Rossburn in 1947. The 
couple settled on the farm across the road (almost) 
from his father's farm. They are still living there and 
have three children - Philip, Sheila and Perry. 

Wilton farmed at home for a number of years 
before moving on to work for the U. G . G. elevator 
Co. for over 25 years. He married Marjorie Macklin 
of Gilbert Plains in October, 1949. They have three 
sons - Dennis, Rodney and Calvin. Wilton and 
Marjorie live and work in Portage la Prairie. 

Roween taught school for a while before her 
marriage to Keith Kenward of Birtle. Keith, being a 
roadmaster for the C.P.R. has had several moves
but Weyburn, Saskatchewan is home now. Their two 
children are Lloyd and Nola. 

Grandchildren and great grandchildren have 



moved even farther afield, ranging from B. C. to 
Ontario in Canada, one in U.S.A. and one in En
gland. In this group we can claim a great variety of 
occupations as well - Bank Managers, teachers, 
nurses, engineers, store managers, occupational 
therapist, some work with computers, plumber, 
farmers, farmers' wives, some still attending Univer
sity or High School. Of 76 direct descendants, 71 are 
still living. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Brown on the occasion of their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary, March 27,1951. 

On March 27, 1951, Jim and Martha Brown cele
brated their Golden Anniversary at their own home 
on the farm. All theirfamily were able to attend this 
occasion. What a lot of memories to be shared! 

Contributed by, Eleanor Leckie 

Alexander Brown 
(son Robert John's descendants) 

Alexander Brown came to Manitoba's North 
West Territories in the early spring of 1880 from 
Listowel, Ontario. The emigration to Western Cana
da came about as groups of adventurers were at
tracted by the prospect of free homestead land. 
Previous pioneers reported on the vast expanses and 
the opportunity to farm in the fertile areas around the 
Birdtail River. 

The families of John McKee, Alex Warnock, The 
Stewarts, Joe Ralph, and others were the pioneers 
with whom the Browns brought personal effects, 
oxen, cattle and other basic essentials. Travel by train 
via the U. S. terminated in St. Boniface, then by ferry 
to Winnipeg where the family stayed until Mr. Brown 
returned in the fall. Thence by foot and ox cart he 
brought the group through the lowlands around Por-
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tage la Prairie to Neepawa. The William Peden home 
provided temporary lodging while the new settlers 
surveyed the vast domain. McKee decided on W Y2 
31-19-24; Warnock chose S Y2 30-19-24 and Brown 
settled E Y:z 6-20-24. Early times were difficult as 
these pioneers were faced with the harsh challenges 
of untamed prairie grass, well-rooted oak trees, and 
the distractions of hordes of insects. Their heroic 
struggles to find shelter and food are a document to 
their courage and fortitude. 

Alexander Brown is believed to be the seventh 
child of Robert Brown and Ann Jane Campbell, and 
was born in 1850 in Ireland. With Margaret Stirling 
born in 1855 in Learne, Ireland, he was united in 
marriage on February 8, 1873 at Ballymena, County 
Antrim, Ireland. Her parents, Thomas Stirling and 
Nancy Logan, objected to their youthful daughter's 
marriage so the couple eloped. Shortly thereafter, 
tradition states they emigrated to America, landed in 
New York, and travelled west to Ohio. Their first 
son, Robert John (1873-1960) was born at Niles, 
Ohio. 

The next records for the family are found in the 
birth certificates of Anne Jane (March 24, 1876) and 
James (June 23, 1878), both born in Listowel, On
tario. Many other families had migrated to this area 
of Ontario around this time from Ireland and Scot
land. Numerous Stirling families lived in the area, 
and this may well have been the magnet that gathered 
the Browns to this spot prior to their westward expe
dition. 

Mr. Brown's first endeavor was a small log cot
tage about 20' x 24' with clay floors and thatch roof. 
Door hinges were of leather. Furniture was minimal, 
with bunk beds of poles and hay. Margaret Brown's 
hospitality has been mentioned in numerous 
Rossburn pioneer accounts. She worked hard in her 
garden and with neighbours to gather seasonal fruit. 
Her reputation as a seamstress was well-known 
throughout the countryside. It later provided a liveli
hood for her and her family locally and in the Shoal 
Lake area. 

Other children in this family included: Mary 
Ellen (December 30, 1880); Alexander (May 20, 
1884); William Herbert (October 22, 1886); Samuel 
(July 2, 1888-July 19,1889); Margaret (June 3,1890) 
and Sarah Elizabeth (December 17, 1892). The un
timely death of Alexander in Rossburn, April 13, 
1898 caused many hardships for the family. He was a 
member of the Presbyterian Church, The Orange 
Lodge and the Conservative Party. Margaret lived her 
latter years in Rossburn, and passed away at the age 
of 92 years (September 1, 1947). 

The Family: 
Robert John (fondly known as R.1. by many) 



Standing: Mary Ellen, Anne Jane. Sitting: James, Robert John 
Brown. (1896) 

took up a Y4 section homestead prior to his marriage 
to Jean Cormack (July 11, 1900) at Shoal Lake. She 
was the daughter of Murdock McKay Cormack and 
Isabella Forbes. Jennie was born on December 31, 
1878 in Wick, Caithness, Scotland. Best man at the 
ceremony was Ben Cormack; bridesmaid was Mary 
Ellen Brown. The couple drove to Shoal Lake for the 
ceremony; and then to Winnipeg on the C.P.R. for 
the honeymoon. The young couple purchased NW Y4 
23-19-24 in the Vista district and farmed there until 
1945, when they retired to Rossburn. 

R.1. took office in the Presbyterian Church in 
1925 as chairman of the Board of Managers, and was 
active for many years. He was also one of the origina-

In this photo, taken in 1951, are pictured. (L. to R.): Robert 
John (R. J.) Brown, Margaret JOiner, James Brown, Annie Stitt, 
William Herbert Brown. 
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tors of the Rossburn Agricultural Society. He began 
his career as trustee of Islay School in 1909. He 
served as a councillor of the rural municipality from 
1908-1919, and as reeve from 1924-1930. 

RJ. deceased at age 86 in Rossburn, on February 
25, 1960. He was predeceased by a baby daughter; 
and by his wife Jean on January 11,1957. 

R.1. 's family included: 
Harold Alexander was born June 14, 1902. He 

married Dorothy Isabel Stitt. They farmed south of 
Vista on the "Woods" place until retiring to 
Rossburn in 1966. He died January 7, 1979 in Bran
don. One son, Gerald Robert who has completed his 
Master of Library Science (Western Michigan Uni
versity), is Chief Librarian for the Winnipeg Public 
School system. 

Isabel Elizabeth, born on February 2, 1905 in 
Rossburn, moved to Davenport, Iowa in 1925 where 
she took her degree as a Doctor of Chiropractic. She 
later practised at Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Fernie, 
British Columbia, and Winnipeg. In 1942 she moved 
to Ottawa where she was employed by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics until her death, at age 63, on 
October 5,1968. Margaret Jane, born December 22, 
1906, died of pneumonia on February 1, 1907. Mar
jorie Ellen was born on January 2, 1908. She was a 
hairdresser and manicurist in Winnipeg prior to her 
marriage to John Francis Flanders on May 1, 1935. 
She has retired following the death of her husband in 
1964. Morley Murdoch, born August 19, 1910, was 
named for his maternal grandfather. He married Eth
el Catherine Menzie in 1935, and farmed in the 
Oakburn district. They continue to work the original 
family farm in the Vista district. The oldest son, 
Robert John (Bobby) married Marilyne Ann Mort
son in Brandon. He works in Air Traffic Control at 
Thunder Bay, Ontario. They have two children, War
ren James and Lisa Suzanne. 

Daughter Florence Jean married Frank Edward 
Barker. In her career in banking, she was the mort
gage manager with the Bank of Nova Scotia. She is 
now vice president and accountant for Owl Electric 
Ltd. in Langley, B.C. 

Warren Edward married Michelle Dianne Wa
ters, and with daughter, Jennifer Lee, live in Vic
toria, B.C. He completed a Bachelor of Science 
degree at Brandon University and is employed as 
Staff Development Officer with the B.C. Govern
ment. 

Annie Muriel, born on April 11, 1915, continued 
with secretarial training and worked in Winnipeg 
prior to marriage to Thomas Leonard Black. She 
completed the Accredited Records Technician pro
gram at Brandon General Hospital where she was 
employed from 1962-1970. They are now retired to 



Pictured are Isabel Brown and Harold Brown at back, Morley 
Brown and Marjorie Flanders (Brown) at front. 

London, Ontario. Their children are: Patricia Joan 
married Clarence Thomas Olien. They live in Lon
don, where Pat acquired a Master's degree in nursing 
and is employed as Supervisor of the Elgin-Mid
dlesex Health Unit. Pat is an alderman for the city of 
London. They have two boys, Leonard and Neil. 

Edith Laraine is the Assistant to the Executive 
Director of the Canadian Opera Company in Toron
to. 

Edward Lyal completed his Ph.D. degree in Psy
chology from the University of Manitoba and is a 
psychologist for Alberta Government hospitals in 
Edmonton. 

Roberta Jean, born June 7, 1917, lived in Vista 
and Rossburn with her parents until 1960 when she 
moved to Brandon. In her earlier years she displayed 
considerable artistic talent in spite of her handicap. 

Brown 
(Mcintosh-Brown) 

submitted by Gerald Brown 

Sarah Elizabeth Brown (1892-1980) was the 
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Mr. and Mrs. Robert John Brown. 

youngest child in the Alexander Brown family. She 
married Wesley Long McIntosh (1886-1953) in 1913 
in Edmonton, Alberta. Wes did farmwork in the 
Ranchvale area, and later worked as a garage me
chanic. Their children were: Kenneth Adorn McIn
tosh (1915- ) who married Beulah Ruby Jones in 
1942. They have two children and two grandchildren. 
They farmed in the Marsden, Saskatchewan area. 
Margaret (1919- ) married Clifford H. Hill. They 
have two children and two grandchildren living in 
Winnipeg. Lila Doreen (1925-1952) married Roy 
Bernard Walker in 1945. 

Mrs. McIntosh moved to Winnipeg in 1927 
where she was active in church and community 
works. 

Brown 
(Gent-Brown) 

Mary-Ellen Brown was the fourth child in the 
Alexander Brown family. She was born in Shoal 
Lake December 30, 1880. In August of 1903 she 
married Charles Clent. 

Clent was one of many young persons who em
migrated to Canada under the auspices of the Barnar
do Foundation of England. He sailed for Canada on 
the "S.S. Polynesian" on the 29th of March, 1888 at 
age seventeen, and came to work on one of the 
industrial farms operating in the Russell area. Clent 
and other young men often worked on neighbouring 
farms and got to know other young people in the 
community. The story of the Barnardo foundation 
may be studied in Phyllis Harrison's, 'The Home 
Children' and Kenneth Bognell's, 'The Little Immi
grants' . Family stories confirm many of the commen
taries found in these volumes. 

From this marriage, two daughters were born. 
The first Evelyn Margaret was born in 1909 in Leduc, 
Alberta. She married Dr. William Morley Hodgon in 
1937 in Edmonton. They spent 35 years in medical 



Mary Ellen (Brown) Glen!. 

and community service to the Claresholm-Stavely
Granum districts before retiring to Calgary. Evelyn 
and Morley had two children, both born in Edmon
ton. Donald married Lynne Ada Donald in 1965 and 

Margaret (Stirling) Brown - seated, Mary Ellen (Brown) Glent 
- standing at back, with Dorothy Mary-Ellen and Mary Ellen. 
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they have three boys. They live in Calgary. Wendy
Anne married Dr. Nicholas Skinner in 1968. They 
have two children - James and Nicole. Nick is the 
head of the Psychology Dept. at King's College at the 
University of Western Ontario. 

The second daughter, Dorothy Mary-Ellen was 
born in Leduc, Alberta in 1915. She married Dr. 
Kenneth Alexander Moore in Edmonton in 1939 fol
lowing Ken's graduation from the University of Al
berta Dental College. They lived in Revelstoke until 
1971 when they retired to Victoria. To this family was 
born two children also. Judith Ellen married David 
Nairne in Vancouver in 1962. Judy teaches in North 
Vancouver, while David manages a Consulting Engi
neering Firm. Their children are Kathryn and Ste
phen. 

Robert Kenneth Moore works as the Administra
tor at the hospital in Chilliwack. In 1971 he married 
Barbara Scott Branson. They have two children: Al
exander and Jennifer. 

Alexander Brown Jr. 
Alex was born in Rossburn in 1884. He and his 

brother Billy homesteaded in that community to
gether. In 1913 Alex married Jessie Cattle, a young 
lady who had come from England in 1907. She had 
first lived in Birtle and then moved to Rossburn 
where she worked as a dressmaker until she married. 
They had six daughters. 

Alex Brown died in September of 1926 as a result 
of an accident while fighting a fire. Jessie moved 
from the farm to the village of Rossburn where she 
brought up the six girls. In 1939 the family moved to 
Winnipeg. Jessie died in 1950 after a brief illness. 

During the war all the daughters were involved in 
the war effort, both through their jobs and volunteer 
organizations. 

Vera - After high school she worked in the 
Rossburn telephone office. In 1936 she married Law
rence Siemens and went to live in Winnipeg where 
she and her family have lived ever since. She had two 
children: Donald, now married to Sandra Mair and 
teaching school in Vancouver. They have two chil
dren: Deborah and Keith. Karen married to Jim Kelly 
of Winnipeg. They have two children Erin and 
Brock. Vera got her ARCT in music and has for many 
years been a teacher of piano music theory and music 
history in Winnipeg. 

Ivy - Worked in Winnipeg for Air Canada in 
accounting until her early retirement when she went 
to Saskatoon to live with Grace. She has always been 
much involved in Sunday School and Youth work. 
Her hobby is travelling around the world by air. 

Grace - Taught school in Manitoba for seven 
years. Then after three years in Western Bible Col
lege, Winnipeg, she went to Oyen, Alberta where 



she pastored the Pentecostal Church for four years. 
From there she went back to teaching, this time in 
Central Pentecostal College, where she has been for 
twenty eight years. During her tenure there, she 
attended the University of Saskatchewan and ob
tained B.A. and M.A. degrees in Greek and English. 
She is the author of a couple of books. 

Audrey - Taught school in Manitoba for four 
years and then worked in Winnipeg until she married 
Herb Turnbull, a farmer from B inscarth. They moved 
to San Bernadino, California in 1949 where their son 
Willard was born. Audrey worked for General 
Motors and Herb was a salesman for American 
Standard Plumbing. Later Herb formed a partnership 
with a friend and together they opened their own 
wholesale outlet in Las Vegas, Nevada. Audrey 
teaches in a Bible School and Sunday School there. 
Willard works with his father. In May of 1980 he 
married Terrie Bourne. 

Ada - Worked in Winnipeg as a secretary until 
she married Woodrow Fletcher, a flying officer and 
instructor in the Canadian Air Force. After the war 
attended Western Bible College in Winnipeg and has 
been in the ministry ever since. He is presently pro
motional director for Northwestern Bible College in 
Kirkland Park, Washington. Ada works as an illustra
tor for Boeing Aircraft in Seattle. She plays the piano 
and sings in the choir in the church there. They have 
three sons. 

Gordon - A fine violinist and minister. He mar
ried Betty Jensen in 1970. They now live in Sher
wood Park, Alberta, where Gordon is the co-pastor 
in the Pentecostal Church there. Two children: Sara 
and Jon-Rae. 

David - In forestry work in Alaska. He married 
Donna Olson. They have one child, Jennifer. 

Robert - A chemical engineer working research 
on medical machinery in California. He is also a 
musician on the trumpet. 

Gwendolyn - Worked as a secretary in Win
nipeg. Married Jack Laskey when he returned from 
overseas where he had served in the medical corps of 
the Royal Canadian Air Force. Jack owns and runs a 
garage in Winnipeg. Both are deeply involved in 
musical ministries in Calvary Temple, in church and 
on television. They have two daughters: 

Arlie Jane - She is teaching in Fort McMurray, 
Alberta. 

Roxanne - Still at home in Winnipeg. 
Dates of Events: 

Alex Brown - born May 21, 1884, Rossburn, 
Manitoba - died September 21, 1926. 

Jessie Cattle - born January 9, 1886 in London, 
England; married December 21, 1913 - died July 
29, 1950. 
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Vera Minifie - born September 21, 1914 in 
Rossburn, married Peter Lawrence Siemens on Octo
ber 19, 1936 in Rossburn. 

Donald Lawrence - born Feb. 2, 1940 in Win
nipeg; married Sandra Mair Dec. 15, 1962. 

Debora Louise - born Jan. 4, 1966, Fort 
McNeill, Vancouver Island. 

Keith Donald - born Feb. 15, 1968, Vancouver, 
B.C. 

Karen Ruth - born Jan. 4, 1946 in Winnipeg. 
Ivy May - born Oct. 16, 1915 in Rossburn. 
Mildred Grace - born May 9, 1917 in Rossburn. 
Audrey Evalina - born July 29, 1919 in 

Neepawa; married George Herbert Turnbull on Nov. 
22,1944. 

Willard James - born May 5, 1953 in San Ber
nardino, Calif.; married Terri Lynn Bourne May 17, 
1980. 

Ada Margaret - born Dec. 8, 1923 in Rossburn; 
married Woodrow John Fletcher, Nov. 4, 1943. 

Gordon Bruce - born Sept. 20, 1946 in Win
nipeg; married to Betty Ruth Jensen on Sept. 5, 
1970. 

Sara - born Oct. 19, 1975 in Saskatoon. 
Jon-Rae - born Aug. 23, 1978 in Saskatoon. 
Kenneth David - born June 22, 1951 in Tur-

tleford, Sask.; married Donna Louise Olson July 12, 
1976. 

Jennifer Natalia - born June 20, 1979 in Neah 
Bay, Washington. 

Robert Woodrow - born Feb. 6, 1956 in Nelson 
B.C. 

Gwendolyn Doris - born Nov. 27, 1925 in 
Neepawa, Man.; married to Jack Raymond Laskey 
on Sept. 10, 1949. 

Arlie Jane - born June 21, 1955 in Winnipeg. 
Roxanne Elaine - born June 20, 1959 in Win

nipeg. 

Arthur Brown, Sr. 
Arthur was born in England and was a commer

cial fisherman along the Dogger banks of England. 
In 1888, he decided to come to Canada. He worked 
his way across on various boats. He landed up in the 
Todburn district of Manitoba. There he bought a farm 
but soon lost it because he couldn't make the pay
ments. The bank rented it back to them. While farm
ing at Todburn, his first wife died in childbirth. 

He later married Ethel Heaton and worked 
around at various jobs. The children were Arthur Jr. 
born in 1898. Kate in 1900 (Mrs. Wm. Butler) Wm. 
James (Bill) in 1902, married Dorothy Butler. Flo
rence in 1904, married Dave Cameron. Rosie in 
1906, married Robt. Carson. Charles in 1909, mar
ried Violet Crookshanks. Gordon in 1911; Ethel in 



Back Row, Left to Right: Kate, Florence, Bill. Front Row: Arthur 
Brown, Ethel, Charlie, Gordon, Mrs. Brown (Ethel Heaton) 
and Ernie Brown. (1917) 

1912, married Wilbert Collingridge, Ernie in 1913, 
married Nellie Elvers. 

They moved to the Mears district onto Jim Den
nison's farm in 1918, SE Y4 21-21-24. They lived there 
for four years then moved to Ed Butler's N Y2 
17-21-24. Arthur Jr. was in the Navy during World 
War 1. On his return, he bought SE Y4 8-21-24 from 
Soldier's Settlement Board. Arthur Sr. rented NE Y4 
8-21-24 from Bill Butler and farmed there till his 
death in 1925. 

All their lives, they lived off the land - hunting, 
farming, and trapping. They all worked for farmers 
when they grew up. 

Arthur Brown, Jr. 
Arthur Jr. moved to Togo, Saskatchewan and 

farmed. After the death of his father, he returned to 
Mears and sold this farm and returned west into 
Alberta (Mulchurst) where he married and raised a 
family. Mrs. Arthur Brown Sr. moved to Rossburn 
then to Winnipeg where she met and married George 
Wight and returned to Rossburn where she lived until 
her death. Still surviving in this family are: Bill 
(Regina), Florence (Lions Manor - Rossburn), 
Charlie (Rossburn), Rosie (Shoal Lake), Ernie 
(Madsen, Ontario). Grandchildren in the area are: 
Sylvia Carson (Brown), Ken Cameron and great 
grandchildren Gwen and Karen. 

William James Brown 
Bill married Dorothy Butler of Mears. They 

farmed in the Mears district until 1943. They moved 
to Birtle, then Melville, Saskatchewan where he 
worked with the C.N.R. until his retirement in 
Saskatoon. They now live in Regina. They had four 
children. 
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Elsie (Leaming) Wedel - Calgary, Alice (En
glund) - Calgary, Tom- Edmonton, Edith (Vance) 
- Regina. Their children were educated in Valley 
and Chmelnycki school, finishing their education at 
Oxford school - Birtle and Birtle school. 

Charlie Brown 
Charlie married Violet Crookshanks of Ranch

vale district. They lived in the same area until Charlie 
went to work for Public Roads. They moved to Shoal 
Lake until Charlie retired then moved back to 
Rossburn. 

They had three sons, Calvin - August 28, 1941, 
Sheldon - August 29, 1943 and Lloyd who died in 
childhood. 

Calvin Brown 
Calvin married Joyce Koscielny of Rossburn in 

1967. Both were educated in Rossburn. Calvin 
worked for Rossburn municipality for a number of 
years then branched out into his own business clear
ing land, etc. His wife, Joyce is a receptionist in the 
Doctor's office in Rossburn Hospital. They have four 
children. Brad - June 10, 1968 - died in infancy, 
Darren - May 10, 1969, Chris - March 26, 1973, 
Tannis - August 7,1975. 

Brykaliuk 
William Brykaliuk (my father) immigrated to 

Canada from the village of Yamnitsy in Stanislav, 
Ukraine. He left his mother and father (Nellie and 
John) behind and also three sisters (Annie, Dora and 
Mary). He came on the last ship that sailed to Cana
da. This was before the war in 1914. 

One of the sisters, named Annie, came to Canada 
in 1927 with her husband, Nick Paripa. This was after 
the war had ended. At present, they are living in 
Vancouver, B. C. His two other sisters are still living 
in the same place in Stanislav. 

My dad arrived in Canada in the spring of 1913 at 
the age of seventeen. He first came to Winnipeg and 
spent four days with Alex Holob. He then left for 
Ituna, Saskatchewan about the middle of April. Upon 
arriving there, there was still about two feet of snow 
on the ground. 

He stayed with Max Kozun prior to getting a job 
on the railroad at Jasmine, Saskatchewan. He worked 
there for one year. 

The next five years he spent working for farmers 
in the Indian Head, Saskatchewan area. The wages at 
that time were $50.00 a month and wheat sold at 
$3.50 a bushel. A binder for cutting grain sold at 
$150.00. 

In 1918, he came to the Glen Elmo and Mears 
district. He met Dora Obedniak (nee Kozun) who 



was a widow with two young sons, Bill and John. Her 
first husband died during the bad flu. He married her 
on January 22,1919. Bill at present is living in Sandy 
Lake, Manitoba and he married Mary Ellchuk in 
1970. John who is still single is living at the home
place in the Rossburn area. 

Dad continued farming the homeplace which was 
the S.E. Y4 of 35-21-25. This was a mixed farm. 

He bought his first car, a Model "T" Ford, in 
1925 from Dr. Sam Piekoff for $150.00. 

In 1937-39, he left his wife and family, and 
worked two winters in Hudson, Ontario. There he 
was employed at the Keewatin Lumber Company. 
The wages at that time were 35 cents an hour. 

They had a family of six. In 1920, a set of twins 
were born Mary and Mike. Mike married Rose 
Melnyk in 1950. They have three children, Dennis, 
Linda and Perry and are living in Minnedosa. 

Mary married Peter Kuyzk in 1944. They have 
six children, Theresa, Peter, David, Robert, Richard 
and Leslie, and are living in Grandview. 

Nick was born in 1924 and married to Evelyn 
Maydaniuk in 1948. They are living in Kelowna, 
B. C. at present and have six girls. Their names are 
Marlene, Patsy, Shirley, Susan, Gail and Doris. 

Nellie was born in 1927 and married John 
Olynick in 1947. They are living in Brandon at pres
ent and have six children. Their names are Ronnie, 
Iris, Sylvia, Billy, Darlene and Charlene. 

As myself, Stanley born in 1932 and married 
Lena Pushka in 1953. We are farming in Rossburn at 
present and have four children. Their names are 
Cindy, Brenda, Patricia and Milton. 

Edward was born in 1933 and married Verna 
Mushumanski in 1959. They have one son named 
Dallas. At present they are living on a farm in the 
Minnedosa area. 

My mother died in 1965. Dad then remarried in 
1970 to Annie Shmyr. They are still living in the 
Village of Rossburn. 

submitted by Stanley Brykaliuk 

Annie BrykaUuk 
My parents, Fred and Ewgokia Malaniuk, came 

from the village of Ohryniw, Upper County 
Stanislaw, Ukraine in 1905. There were three of us 
children. I was 8Y2 years old, my brother Matt 4Y2 
and sister Mary 2Y2. I remember how frightened we 
were crossing the ocean. It took us three weeks 
because of the icebergs. Finally, we made it to Win
nipeg and then to Russell. Mr. Mushumanski took us 
from Russell to Alex Oryniak's farm. 

My father looked around for a homestead. He 
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finally found one and paid his ten dollars. This was 
bush country. Trappers had been in the area and built 
huts for shelter. One of these huts became our tempo
rary home. My father cut down trees and started our 
new log house. He raised the walls and put on the roof 
and covered it with hay. We had to leave the house at 
that stage and go out looking for work. Winter was 
coming and we would need to buy supplies. He 
walked all the way to Miniota. Along the way he 
stopped at farm homes and asked for "work". That 
was the only word he knew in English. Finally one 
farmer understood him and gave him a job. 

He left us with hardly any food but as he went 
through Rossburn he stopped to see Mr. Peikoff who 
had a store. He arranged to send back to us a hundred 
pounds of flour and some salt. We picked mush
rooms and somehow managed to survive. 

My father came home in the fall with thirty 
dollars in his pocket. He finished the house. He 
bought a small cook stove and built an oven outside. 
Our house still needed a door. My father cut slabs 
from trees and nailed them together. Then he went 
back to Mr. Peikoff who gave him an old leather boot. 
My father cut strips from the boot and made hinges 
for the door. Actually we were quite warm in our 
house. 

We had meat when Father was able to snare a 
rabbit. There were elk nearby but he had no gun to 
shoot them with. I remember how frightened we were 
when an elk came up and began licking ice on the 
window. Our screams drove him away. 

Two more sisters and three brothers were born in 
Canada. When I was eleven years old, I went out 
working. I didn't know a word of English but I 
learned in a hurry. 

There were no schools or churches in the area 
until Chmelnyki School was built in 1910. I had one 
grade of Ukrainian School in the old country. I didn't 
attend school in Canada. 

And so the years went by. My first husband was 
Victor Shmyr who came with his parents from Dup
kiewchi, Skalat district, Ukraine in 1899. At that 
time there were almost no Ukrainian settlers. A few 
Anglo-Saxons had settled on farms to the south. 

My parents retired to Rossburn in 1947. My fa
ther passed away in 1950 at the age of 82. My mother 
passed away at age 88. 

My first husband passed away in 1968. In 1970 I 
married William Brykaliuk and we live in Rossburn. 

Like all the pioneers, our early years in Canada 
were very difficult. Through hard work, most have 
become prosperous citizens. We made a beginning of 
a good life for our children and grandchildren. All we 
ask in return is that they love and appreciate Canada, 
the greatest country in the world. 



Budiwsk.i 
My parents migrated to Canada from the Ukraine 

in 1909 and worked at several farms. Then my father 
bought 160 acres of farm land from D. M. Luhovey. 
He worked out to make some money to pay for the 
farm and other essentials. 

The buildings on this farm were far advanced in 
architectural qualities. They were constructed by Mr. 
Luhovey who must have been a good carpenter. 

My father was the first postmaster at Olha. My 
mother first carried the mail from Oakburn to Olha, a 
distance of eight miles. Those days when you had to 
go some distance, you had to walk all the way as 
there was no means of transportation except by oxen. 

On one trip to pick up the mail , my mother caught 
up to a team of oxen; the driver offered her a ride and 
she climbed aboard. It took too long to go half a mile 
so she got off the wagon. Being a fast walker, she 
picked up the mail and met the oxen team still some 
distance from town. 

My father earned enough money to buy a horse 
and buggy, so mother didn't have to walk for the mail 
after that. This was in 1911. My father did not go out 
to work any more. He bought a team of horses and 
some implements and began to clear the land. 

There was a family of five, me and my four 
sisters; Anne, married to Peter Chrun and lives in 
Brandon; Olive lives in Winnipeg; Elsie, married to 
Billie Sawchuk, lives in Winnipeg; and Sally lives in 
Brandon. 

I attended schools in Olha, Oakburn and 
Dauphin. My father took ill in 1933 and died the 
same year. I had to take over the farm. Those were the 
hard and dry years, more commonly known as the 
"dirty thirties". Why were they called so? Because 
how could you keep nature clean and healthy without 
rain. With God's help and our determination, we 
pulled through. Things got a little better about 1934 
when I grew a crop of Marquis wheat which averaged 
50 bushels to the acre. It also was a dry year but this 
crop was sown in summerfallow with a shoedrill 
about 5 inches deep. The older farmers told me that 
I'd never see it come up as 1934 was also a dry 
Spring. Fortunately, the seed being that deep, had 
enough moisture to germinate. It graded no. 1 hard 
and sold for $1.37 per bushel. We were rich that fall 
compared to previous years. 

Being mechanically minded, I enrolled in Mus
ker Engineering Institute in 1940. However, I 
couldn't leave my mother and sisters alone on the 
farm. My next interest was wood-working and build
ing. I stayed on the farm till 1946; I married Nellie, 
the third youngest daughter of Mary and Tom Boy
chuk. We then sold the farm. My mother and sister, 
Sally, moved to Brandon. After an auction sale of the 
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farm articles, we moved to Elphinstone where I had a 
shoe and harness shop and livery. In 1948, I went out 
on building construction at various places. In 1958, I 
started to work on my own in home and commercial 
construction. 

We have a family of two boys and two girls: 
Lenard, an architect, Vancouver; Ruth, a teacher 
married to Peter 1. Rehaluk, a farmer, Ethelbert; 
Gloria, a librarian, engaged to be married August 1, 
1981 to Brent Balchen, engineering technician, 
Winnipeg; and John, a draftsman and contractor, 
Winnipeg. 

contributed by Bill Budiwski 

Budz 
Ferdinand and Marcella Budz came to Canada in 

1899 from Husiatyn, Austria. They were blessed 
with nine children which were all born in Postolivka, 
district of Husiatyn, Austria. Ferdinand's trade was 
that of a blacksmith; with a large family of nine it was 
hard to make a good living. They immigrated to 
Canada in search of better opportunities for their 
children, as they were told it was the "land of 
plenty" . 

When they arrived in Manitoba, they settled on 
S. W. 7-20-23, presently owned by Peter Lepischak. 
They lived on this place for the winter. In the spring, 
they moved to section 12-22-19 in the Elphinstone 
district, where Ferdinand and Marcella took up a 
homestead. They lived there for twenty years. In 
1919, they moved back to the Rossburn Municipality 
to section N.W. 4-20-23, formerly owned by Sam 
Yanick and presently owned by Ed Mychasiw. Ferdi
nand farmed and also kept his trade of black
smithing. 

They were faithful members of the Oakburn 
Farms Roman Catholic Church, until their passing. 
Ferdinand passed away in 1924 at the age of 73. His 
wife Marcella, died in 1940 at the age of 85. 

Two daughters Anielka and Minnie had died be
fore the family left for Canada. 

John, the oldest son, was twenty-four years old 
when the Budz family arrived. Two years later, he 
married Mary Yachyshin. They had three sons; Roy, 
Jim and Ed; and three daughters Nellie (Evans), Jean 
(Nazar) and Helen (Martin). He worked in Shoal 
Lake as a store clerk. Later he moved to Rossburn 
where he was employed by John Hooke, in a store 
where presently the Parkway Co-op is located. After 
a few years, John built a little grocery store on the site 
which Sam Silewich remodeled into a home and they 
lived in the house now owned by Mr. and Mrs. John 
Charney. Failing health forced him to retire to Toron
to where he lived until his passing in 1943. 

Pauline, the oldest daughter married George 



Lazaruk. They lived in the Rossburn Municipality, 
where they farmed and kept the Marco Post Office. 
They had five sons; Mike, Steve, Stanley, John and 
Bill; also six daughters Mary (Bart), Martha (Mary
niuk), Sophie (Baubie), Ann (Zimmerman), Lena 
and Jean (Zenchyshen). Pauline passed away in 1937. 

Minnie was married to Harry Krystalowicz. 
They farmed in the Horod District, until her passing 
in 1960. They had one son Adolph and two daugh
ters, Jean (Kachur) and Ann. 

Jennie Budz was born in 1899. She lived with her 
brother Frank in Shoal Lake until her passing in 1971. 

Walter and Antonia Budz. 

Walter was born in 1891. He married Antonina 
,Zepa in 1916. They farmed in the Elphinstone district 
for four years. Then they moved to the Rossburn 
Municipality where they farmed section S .E. 
9-20-23. The farm was formerly owned by John 
Yanick; and presently owned by Raymond My
chasiw. In 1964, they retired to the Village of 
Rossburn. They were blessed with one son Frank and 
five daughters: Lena (Zenchyshen), Jean (Zegalski), 
Josie (Joseph), Mary and Nellie (Kaskiw). Walter 
passed away in 1972. 

Frank was born in 1893. He married Katie 
Korosciel in 1920. They farmed his father's place in 
the Rossburn Municipality until his retirement to the 
village of Shoal Lake in 1944. They had one son Roy 
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(L. to R.): Front Row: Mary Budz, Mrs. Antonia Budz, Nellie 
(Kaskiw). Middle Row: Josie (Joseph), Jean (Zegalski). Back 
Row: Lena (Zenchyshen), Frank Budz. 

and daughter Mary (Rooseboom). He passed away in 
1974. 

Lena was the youngest daughter. She married 
Anthony Gumminey. They lived in the village of 
Rossburn until 1967. She then moved to Winnipeg 
where she now resides. They had two sons: Stanley 
and Archie and two daughters Helen (Stefaniuk) and 
Ann (Lesny). Lena is the only survivor of the Budz 
family. 

Walter Budz 
Walter, the second oldest son was born in 1891. 

On January 23, 1916, Father Anthony Plucinski mar
ried Walter and Antonina Zepa. They were married at 
St. John Cantius Church (Oakburn Farms). 

They farmed in the Elphinstone District for four 
years. Walter and Antonina then moved to the Marco 
District in the Rossburn Municipality where they 
farmed SE Y4 9-20-23. The farm was formerly owned 
by John Yanick, and presently owned by Raymond 
Mychasiw. In 1964, Walter and Antonina retired and 
moved to the village of Rossburn. 

In 1966 they celebrated their fifty years of mar
riage. On April 4, 1972, Walter passed away at the 
age of 80 years. He was a faithful member of the St. 
Theresa Roman Catholic Church (Rossburn). He was 
laid to rest in the St. Theresa Roman Catholic ceme
tery east of Rossburn. 

They were blessed with six children, one son 
Frank, and five daughters. They are Lena, Jean, 
Josie, Mary, and Nellie. 

In 1946 on November 3rd, Frank married Stella 
Mychashiw at Assumption Church (Oakburn Farms). 
They have two children Josie and Ed. Josie, who 



married Johnny Kozlowski lives in Winnipeg and 
nurses at Seven Oaks Hospital. She has three chil
dren Sandra, Roberta and Kenneth. Ed, who married 
Betty Charney lives in Holland Manitoba. Ed is a 
funeral director in Holland. He has two children 
Corrine and Brent. 

Frank and Stella farmed the family farm until 
they moved to Rossburn in 1978. 

On November 7, 1943 Lena married Peter 
Zenchyshen. They were married at Holy Eucharist 
Church in Oakburn. They farm in the Olha District, 
and have farmed up until the present time. They have 
one daughter Pat, who married Walter Maduke. They 
were blessed with twin boys Perry and Conrad. They 
also have a third son Bradley. Pat and Wally reside in 
Shoal Lake. Pat works at the Shoal Lake Personal 
Care Home as a House Keeper. 

In 1943, on June 20th Jean married Paul Zegalski 
at Assumption Church (Oakburn Farms). They 
farmed in the Rossburn Municipality until 1973 
when they moved to Rossburn. Jean and Paul have 
two sons, Eugene and Raymond. Eugene, who is an 
actor, lives in Toronto, Ontario. He married Audrey 
Davidson and they have no family. Raymond, who is 
single, resides with his parents at home. Raymond is 
a driver salesman for Parkway Co-op in Rossburn. 

On June 22, 1948, Josie married George Joseph 
in Winnipeg. They have resided in the St. Vital area 
of Winnipeg up until the present time. Josie and 
George have four children, and which all of them 
reside in Winnipeg. Diane, who married David Dor
ge, has two children Mellisa and Jason. Diane is a 
hairdresser by profession. Debbie, who married De
nis Le Gasse has one daughter, Chantal. Debbie is a 
cashier in Wooleo. George and Josie have two sons 
Daryle and Dwaine who are both unmarried. Daryle 
is a mechanic; and Dwaine has just graduated from 
grade twelve and is planning to enroll in a Business 
Education Class. 

Mary, the single one in the family, pursued a 
teaching career instead of marriage. After complet
ing High School in Rossburn, she taught for four 
years on permit before entering Tuxedo Teacher's 
College in 1952. On graduating, the following year 
she taught in various parts in Manitoba for fourteen 
years. In 1968, she moved to Saskatoon, Saskatche
wan, where she was employed with the Catholic 
School System and at the same time furthering her 
studies at the University of Saskatchewan. In 1973, 
she received her Bachelor of Art and Bachelor of 
Education degrees, majoring in Art. In 1980-81, 
Mary took a year's leave of absence to teach in Ste. 
Rose du Lac Collegiate in Manitoba. On fulfilling the 
requirements for a Teacher's pension, she returned to 
'laskatoon to carryon her teaching duties. 
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On June 12, 1949 Nellie, the youngest daughter, 
married Frank Kaskiw. They were married at St. 
Theresa Church in Rossburn. They farmed in the 
Vista District until 1979. They then semi-retired to 
the village of Rossburn. Nellie and Frank have four 
children all who are single at the present time. Clar
ence took over the family farm: Vince, Lynn, and 
Laurette reside with their parents. Vince is employed 
at Parkway Co-op in Rossburn as the Produce Super
visor. Lynn has just graduated from grade twelve, 
and is planning to take a course in Child Care Ser
vices and Communication with the deaf. Laurette is 
presently in school. 

Despite the many hardships in her life, Mrs. 
Antonina Budz, at the age of 81, is still active and 
capable of looking after her own house duties and 
tends the well kept garden every summer. 

On June 14,1981, the occasion of her 81st birth
day, all of her children gathered at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Kaskiw to celebrate the event. 
Gathered also were most of her grandchildren and 
great grandchildren for this happy reunion. The fam
ily enjoyed a delicious dinner and reminisced of past 
family memories. Later in the afternoon, many fam
ily and generation pictures were taken. During this 
happy event, words of kindness, appreciation, and 
gratitude were expressed for the many years their 
mother, grandmother, and great grandmother had 
given them. 

Butler 
Edmund Bradshaw was born in 1872, William 

Henry, in 1874, and George Thomas, born in Ox
ford, England arrived in Canada in 1887. 

Ed and Bill first went to Norgate as farm la
bourers. In 1888, they heard of homesteads available 
in Birdtail Valley. C.P.R. had planned to build 
through the valley, but because of ranchers' opposi
tion, the railway went to Birtle instead. Some early 
settlers left soon because of the change. 

Ed and Bill batched for many years on their 
homesteads S.E. and N .E. 16-21-24; built a huge 
frame house in 1900. The basement was dug in IV2 
days by Steve Ternovetsky. First they were ranchers 
then turned to grain farming. Ed became a circuit 
rider minister living off the meagre gifts of his fol
lowers. His thrift led him to take his brother Bill's 
new coveralls for travel. Finally Bill was obliged to 
patch old ones; for want of patches, he cut the leg off 
of Ed's new ones and for a long time, Ed rode out to 
visit his followers in one legged coveralls. They 
milked cows to make butter for sale. A playful kitten 
plopped into the crock of cream; Ed, seeing the 
bubbles, fished out the kitten and ran his fingers 
down each side so as not to waste any cream, pro-



ceded to churn the butter for sale. He was called the 
Valley Holy Roller, or the Valley's Holy Joe. He later 
moved to Los Angeles where his brothers, George 
and Tom had gone, there he met and married his wife 
Alice. There were no children. He had his own 
Church until his death in 1948 or 49. 

William (Bill) married Amy Hiscock in 1904. 
Life was good to Bill and he became Ward 3 's first 
Councillor, I believe, and was employed by the Gov
ernment to meet the first eastern European settlers 
coming overland from Russell at a point which later 
became Ruthenia Post Office. He was relief officer in 
the area for many years and carried food supplies to 
the new settlers. He became Mears first Postmaster in 
1926. His home was always open to many a traveller 
whether Indian, Ukrainian, English, they were 
treated alike to many a hot meal and their horses fed. 
Having the only phone in the area, his trips deliver
ing messages never ended from 1914 to his retirement 
in 1945. He moved to Rossburn with his second wife 
Kate Brown. Then to Melville to live with his daugh
ter until his death in 1958, six days before his 84th 
birthday and he was buried in Rossburn. His first 
wife Amy passed away in October, 1930. Kate passed 
away in 1978. 

Wm. Henry Butler - Mears first postmaster and one of the 
first three white men to live in the eastern Birdtail Valley. 

Bill was a good cook in the logging camps and a 
quack veterinarian and his assistance was required 
many many times. One time he saved four horses that 
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had been fed lye by a spiteful neighbour. For days he 
gave them gallons of cream and all survived. Bill had 
the only thermometer for many miles and people 
visited just to check the temperature. He played his 
violin to Allan Elvers' mandolin accompaniment for 
dances for years in the community. His first car was a 
1914 Ford Model "T"; it had a top with no side 
curtain with a square brass radiator. His second car, a 
1917 Ford "T", had side curtains. He first threshed 
with a treadmill with sixteen horses for power. Th~ 
thresher was a hand feeder, a man cut the sheaf bands 
with band cutters and pushed the sheaves in. The first 
self feeder thresher, 1920 (Waterloo) using a Sawyer 
Massey Steamer was purchased in syndicate with Jim 
McBride, Bob Wilson and Bill Cochrane. Then he 
bought, for power, a twenty horse International 
which blew up in 1928, seconds after son Walter 
stepped off. His first tractor was a 1938 W-30 Interna
tional. 

Bill had free run of the valley from the boundary 
to the road that ran between section 21-22 as far as 
grazing and hay rights were concerned for many 
years. Tom Bradshaw had the rest, east into the park. 
As fences were erected cutting down on the grazing 
area he switched from rancher to farmer. In 1900, he 
purchased the Mcintosh Y4 N.W. 16-21-24 which he 
had been renting for a number of years. Mrs. Mcin
tosh feared the Indians so they left the valley. Indi
ans, particularly Donald Ross's family, continued to 
camp year after year on Bill's farm until the 1950's. 

Bill and Amy had seven children. The first three 
boys died at birth from lack of medical assistance. 
Walter Austin, born April 6th, 1908 was educated at 
Valley School. He married Gertrude Alice Brown. 
They had two children, Eddie and Linda who live in 
Ontario. They were educated at Rossburn Elemen
tary. Walter farmed S.E. Y4 21-21-24 until the middle 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Butler, daughter Dorothy Brown, grand
children: Elsie, Alice and Tom. (1932) 



1950's then moved to Rossbum where he worked on 
road equipment for the Municipality. He was care
taker of Rossbum 's arena for a few seasons, worked 
for Vic Minty at Onanole, then Pizzy Construction. 
He retired to Foxwarren in 1972. 

Dorothy May was bom July 18, 1910. She was 
educated in Valley School. She married Wm. 1. 
Brown and had four children. Elsie May (Learning), 
Wedel (Calgary), Alice England (Calgary), Thomas 
William (Edmonton), and Edith Vance (Regina). 
Dorothy and Wm. were all educated in Valley and 
Chmelnycki schools in the Rossbum area. They left 
Rossbum in 1944 to live in Birtle and retired to 
Regina. 

Frank Victor was bom March 26, 1912. He was 
educated at Valley School. He married Freda Walker 
on December 16, 1942 by Rev. A. 1. Hall in the 
Rossbum Pentecostal Manse. There were five chil
dren by adoption, Nedine Freda (Vanover) bom Au
gust 21, 1949. She was educated at Mohyla and 
Rossbum Elementary and Collegiate. She lived in 
Houston, Texas for ten years, then in Honaker, Vir
ginia, U.S.A. Nedine then retumed to live in Win
nipeg, Manitoba on January 29, 1980. Brian Nelson 
was bom October 10, 1951. He was educated at 
Mohyla and Rossbum Elementary. He works on con
struction in Grande Prairie, Alberta. Randal Frank, 
bom December 25, 1956 was educated at Mohyla 
School and Rossbum Elementary and Collegiate, the 
University of Manitoba and Herzing College in Win
nipeg. He works as a Computer Operator for Toronto 
Dominion Data Centre, Winnipeg. 

Adopted grandchildren at home in 1980 are Lee
Anne Ellen, bom May 24, 1967 and Lisa Ann, bom 

Butler Family - 2nd, 3rd and 4th generation descendants of 
Wm. Henry Butler. Left to Right, Back Row: Randy, Brian, Lisa 
(Clarke) Butler. Second Row: Frank, Freda Butler, Nedine 
(Butler) Vanover Third Row: Lisa, Lee Anne Butler. 
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January 20, 1969; both are attending Rossbum Ele
mentary. 

Alice Amy, infant daughter of Will and Amy, 
bom in 1914 passed away at nine months. 

Frank and Freda Butler live on the family farm 
still with Lee-Anne and Lisa. He became Mears 
Postmaster from 1945-67. 

Four generations on the same farm. First genera
tion was Wm. Henry and Amy (Hiscock) Butler. 
Second generation was Frank Victor and Freda 
(Walker) Butler. Third generation was Nedine Freda 
(Butler) Vanover. Fourth generation was Lee-Anne 
Ellen and Lisa Ann Butler. 

The Butler family motto on their crest is "Com
me je trouve" which in English means "As I find". 

submitted by Freda Butler 

Caldwell and Duncanson Families 
The origin of the Duncanson's in the Rossbum 

area was the 19 year old Scottish immigrant, John 
Duncanson, who came not as a settler but a tourist. 
He took an instant liking to the area, stayed the 
winter of 1880 and in 1881 bought the Homestead of 
Dan Hamilton being the South Y2 12-20-25. This 
farm being expanded, remaining in the family, and 
now operated by his great-grandson, Kenneth Cald
well. 

In 1883, John Duncanson married Margaret 
Young, the wedding being the first in the Rossbum 
district. 

Margaret had migrated from Huron County in 
Ontario as far as Portage la Prairie with two brothers, 
Tom and Jim, where they rented a farm but only 
remained for the one year, when they came on to 
Rossbum walking most of the way in their bare feet 
and accompanied by a team of mules, a team of oxen, 
one cow, a number of chickens and various house
hold items. 

In 1890, John and Margaret started on the con
struction of a stone house while at the same time a 
well was being dug. During the digging of the well, 
John was overcome by gas and died leaving Margaret 
with four children, Laird, Tom, Margaret, and Eu
gene "Jean". The house was completed in 1892 and 
though vacant it is still standing. 

The oldest son, Laird, married Etta Lawless and 
took up residence on the West Y2 6-20-24. This farm 
is presently owned by Larry Huston. Laird and Etta 
had one son, Lloyd, and one daughter, Margaret. 

Mrs. Duncanson's eldest daughter, named after 
herself, married a Corporal Fleming of the North
West Mounted Police and resided in Twin Lakes, 
Alberta. 

Thence to various postings in the West, even
tually retiring to Victoria, British Columbia and 



passing away around 1969-70. They had two sons 
and one daughter all residing on Vancouver Island. 

Tom Duncanson remained on the family farm 
with his mother operating it until joined in later years 
by his nephew Eugene, eventually moving into the 
town of Rossburn on his retirement and passing away 
in 1968. Tom never married. 

Eugene "Jean" Duncanson married Ivan Cald
well in 1916 and had one son who they named after 
his mother. Eugene "Jean" died three days after the 
birth of her son who was then taken by his Grand
mother and raised on the farm, where he remained 
until eventually his own son Ken became old enough 
to take over. 

The history of John Duncanson's family and John 
Caldwell's family has to go off in different directions 
for a short while each taking up their own space in 
this chapter in Rossburn's history. 

A few short years after the untimely death of John 
Duncanson, Margaret married Jim Irwin and for the 
rest of her time became "Grannie Irwin" to all who 
knew her. In her early years she was drafted into 
becoming one of the first midwives in the area, 
attended at the birth of many of the people reading 
this book. 

Grannie farmed with son Tom and Grandson Eu
gene until her death in 1941. 

Ivan Caldwell's son Max, being a half brother of 
Eugene, often visted with them at the farm and rather 
young and naive at the time asked Grannie her age, 
the answer being 84. In later years, long after Max 
had grown up, her answer to him was still 84, so your 
guess is as good as anyone's. 

During her years on the farm, Grannie would 
have up to 500 sheep to look after and wool selling at 
times for 5¢ a pound, sometimes it wasn't too profita
ble an enterprise. 
Caldwell 

In 1938, Eugene married Jessie Plant, twin sister 
to Gordon "Paddy" Plant the daughter and son of 
Roy and Margaret Plant. They farmed in the Valley 
north of Rossburn. 

Jessie and Eugene lived on the farm with Grannie 
Irwin and Uncle Tom. After Grannie's death, Eugene 
took over more of the farm management with Tom. 

Eugene's son, Kenneth, and his daughter, Mar
garet, were both born in Rossburn. Kenneth Mac
kenzie was born in 1939 and Margaret Jean in 1952. 

Ken courted and married Doris Pritchard of An
gusville who at the time was a Registered Nurse in 
the Rossburn Hospital. Ken and Doris moved into 
town where Ken was employed by the Manitoba 
Good Roads. In 1966, Ken and Doris took over the 
farm and Eugene moved into town and took employ
ment at Clear Lake with The National Parks Canada. 
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Ken and Doris proceeded to raise three daugh
ters. 

The eldest Roxanne, 1964, the second Denise, 
1966 and lastly Tracy, 1968, all three girls presently 
attending school in Rossburn, Manitoba. Grand
father Eugene still looking forward to a Grandson. 

Ken and Doris, while continuing to farm, built a 
home in town. Doris continued nursing and Ken 
became active in Community affairs. In 1980, he ran 
successfully for a seat on the Village Council. 

After finishing school in Rossburn, Margaret 
went to Edmonton, Alberta where she was employed 
as a Nursing Aid in the Hardesty Nursing Home, and 
then the Alberta Government Telephone meeting 
with Frank Johanson. They were married on July 23, 
1974. At the time of publication they have two chil
dren, Dena Jean born on February 5 of 1977, and 
Mark Caldwell Johanson born on February 1 of 1980. 

Her husband, Frank, has been employed in the 
oil industry and continues in that capacity up to the 
present time. Margaret, as she did in her school days 
in Rossburn, continues to take part in a good many 
community affairs. 

This brings us to the year 1980 in the history of 
our family which continues in the Rossburn district. 
The old stone house of 1890-1892, while vacant, still 
stands as a land mark of the 1879 Pioneers of 
Rossburn. 

Here we can return with a short history on the 
Caldwell side, after Eugene's "Jean" death and 
Ivan's marriage to Hazel Johnston. 

Ivan had moved from Virden, Manitoba to 
Rossburn to establish himself as a tinsmith and hard
ware merchant. I van's father, John, had left Ontario 
to settle in Virden and operate a farm and Nursery in 
1890. He specialized in the culture of many varieties 
of apples and berries hardy enough to survive the 
Prairie Winters. A goodly number being shipped to 
the Rossburn area. 

There were three sons: Colin, Ivan, and Gordon 
- one daughter Bijou all raised in Virden and all 
since deceased. 

The three sons were all very active sportsmen. 
They took their first swimming lessons in the 
Pipestone Creek and progressed into curling, base
ball and the usual hunting, fishing activities indigent 
to young men on the prairies. 

The eldest son, Colin, stayed in the business of 
Horticulture and had a great deal to do with the 
upgrading of Lower Fort Garry and the maintenance 
of the old Winnipeg City Hall. Gordon was employed 
as grain buyer and later Superintendant for the Lake 
of the Woods Milling Company. Bijou married WeIl
and Ready and for some time remained on the family 
farm. 



After the death of Eugene "Jean", Ivan was 
remarried in 1920 to Hazel Johnston. He was, at the 
time, in his 33rd year while Hazel at 18 years of age 
was just one jump out of High School. 

Hazel was the second daughter of V. W. 
Johnston, the eldest being Edna and the youngest, 
Mabel. One son, Vic was born approximately 7-8 
years after Mabel. 

During their time in Rossburn, Ivan and Hazel 
spent a good bit of time chasing baseballs and curling 
rocks around the country. They never quite managed 
to duplicate the achievement of 1913 when the 
Rossburn ball team brought home the McDonald 
Cup - Emblem of the N. W. Manitoba Baseball 
league. They did distinguish themselves, however, 
by having a small slough three miles north of town 
named after them into which Ivan, after presenting 
Hazel with a ring, promptly dumped his Model T and 
his prospective bride and Father-in-Law plus one 
engagement ring, which had to be replaced. 

In 1921, a son Max was born and in 1922 a 
daughter Velma. Max was one of the few white 
babies to be Christened in the Presbyterian Church 
on the Waywayseecappo Indian Reserve. 

Ivan and Hazel left Rossburn in 1926 to live in 
Limerick, Saskatchewan and while there a son Cal
vin - "Bud" was born. After two years of very 
bleak Prairie they decided to move to Dauphin to 
once again enjoy the bush, sloughs and scenery they 
had enjoyed in Rossburn. Once more, Ivan got into 
his favourite sports activities and won the Dauphin 
Curling Club Grand Aggregate in 1930. 

Ivans' brother Gordon encouraged him to move 
to Beausejour as they lacked a Tinsmith in the town. 
They moved in the spring of 1931 and Ivan died in 
November of 1932. 

Hazel remained in Beausejour with her three 
children through the tough days of the depression 
years. They eventually moved to Neepawa, Regina 
and then to Penticton, British Columbia, where she 
is, at the time of publication, retired, in good health, 
and looking at her 80th year. 

Max left home at 15 years of age, went to work for 
his Uncle in the Grain Elevator and became a buyer at 
age 18. Three years later he was in the Navy serving 
on the Murmansk Convoy routes. He returned to buy 
grain in 1946 and after jumping through various jobs 
and activities, decided to retire and finish off where 
he started, in Rossburn, in April of 1980, with his 
wife, Joyce, formerly of Snowflake, Manitoba. 

Max, from a previous wife, had three sons and 
one daughter. Wray, the oldest and Pat, the youngest, 
both in Vancouver, British Columbia. Michael in 
Winnipeg, and the daughter Bonnie in the United 
States Virgin Islands. 
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Ivan's daughter, Velma, married Constable D. K. 
Whyte and for a short while they returned to 
Rossburn where D. K. Whyte was the Corporal in 
charge of the detachment. 

They had two sons - Terry and Gregg, both of 
whom reside in Alberta. Velma and Duff retired in 
Penticton, British Columbia. In our year of 1980, 
they are both in good health. 

The son, Calvin "Bud", after serving a short 
while in the RCAF and being a bit more academically 
inclined, took up the teaching profession. He moved 
to Toronto, married, raised one daughter and today is 
the Principal of a school in the Toronto area. 

During the latter part of the Dirty 30's, we can 
remember the introduction of Universal Unemploy
ment Insurance. The start of the Canadian Wheat 
Board and a short while later the first jolt to the 
average person of realizing there was such a thing as 
Income Tax. 

No. I Northern Wheat in the fall of 1939 was 
selling for 55¢ per bushel and rising a cent or so every 
22 days. Can't explain the significance of the 22 
days. 

Big Loaf Flour off the box car at $1.80 for 98 
pounds and the introduction of something smaller 
than a 24 pound bag. Cord of spruce firewood -
$1.75 - a nickel short of a bag of flour. The number 
of European immigrants chopping, sawing, and 
ploughing a living out of 40 acres of bush and hauling 
their wood, grain and other produce up to 24 miles to 
market with a single team. A round trip was made in 
the one day. 

But also the exciting days of the open air market 
every second Friday - the young fellows brave 
enough to play hookey to hawk pop, cigarettes, choc
olate bars, etc., and shrewd enough to make a small 
profit. 

Instead of milk by the quart it was often 5¢ for a 
Honey pail full, or the whole cow for $10.00. Wean
ling pigs for $1.00 to $3.00 a pair. 

William Cameron (1859-1939) 
William Cameron and his wife, formerly Isabella 

Bell (1859-1922) of Paisley, Ontario, came to Man
itoba to homestead 7 miles south of the town of 
Rossburn, from Bruce County, Ontario. Archie 
Cameron came at an early date to homestead. Upon 
arrival there were no schools, later the younger mem
bers attended Ekford and Rossburn. Their church 
was the Argyle Presbyterian. 

Their children were: Allan married to Pearl Sher
ritt, one son Ray of Winnipeg. Florence married 
William Johnston, children Andrew, Laughlin, Ina, 
Douglas and Margaret. Laughlin (Locky) married 



Grace Shaw, one son, George. Linda married 
William Shaw, children Elmer, Blanche, Gladys and 
Roy. Jessie married Jack Richardson, 2 sons, Gordon 
and Ronald. 

Their first home was log. They later built a larger 
home, that is still lived in by the new owners. 

William Campbell 
William Campbell arrived in Rossburn at the age 

of seventeen years in 1911. 
Born at Cathness, Scotland, the youngest son of 

Murdo and Mary McGillvary Campbell. 
George Cormack Sr. had visited relatives at Cath

ness the previous year, telling of the golden oppor
tunities in Canada. 

Billie farmed for a few years. In 1917 he married 
Bertha Hamilton, eldest daughter of M. R. and Clara 
Farrar Hamilton. 

A partnership was formed with Ed Harris in the 
livery business. The barn was situated where the 
Rossburn Credit Union Ltd. is now situated. 

A daughter Bertha was born on the farm known 
as the Sherman farm. 

Three children born in the the town of Rossburn 
are: (Bud) William Alexander, Grace Winnifred and 
Stirling Elmer. 

His wife Bertha and an infant daughter died in 
1925. Bertha was 24 years of age. 

A niece of Billie's, Mary Douglas, came from 
Edinburgh, Scotland, accompanied by a friend Isa 
Rowan, to care for the children. 

In 1927 Billie bought the south livery barn from 
Malek Peikoff. The Lions Play Ground is situated 
there now. 

In 1929 Billie and Isa Rowan were married. 
Three sons, Kenneth, Russell and Glen joined the 
Campbell family. 

For a few years Billie had the livery business in 
the winter months and the Fire Tower in the Park in 
the summer months. 

He was later employed for a number of years until 
retirement as a Park Warden at Clear Lake. He built a 
number of the greens on the golf course. He also built 
the greens at the lawn bowling on Lily Street. This he 
managed in the summer months until retirement. 

Billie died at Calgary, Alberta in 1962. Isa's 
home is Calgary as well as Kenneth's and Russell's. 
The families are located as follows: Glen farms at 
Onanole, Manitoba, Bud and Edythe (Miller), Bur
naby, B.C., Winnifred and Herb Gray, Onanole, 
Manitoba, Stirling and Joyce (Chittick), Elm Creek, 
Manitoba, Bertha and L. C. (Pat) Johnston, 
Rossburn, Manitoba. 

There are 58 descendants. 

117 

Robert Carson, Sr. 
Robert Carson Sr. was born at Owen Sound, 

Ontario, son of Samuel Carson and Anne Trotter. He 
attended school in Owen Sound, then started west 
with a group of neighbours who were leaving for 
Manitoba. However, when they were camped at Chi
cago the city burned and during the confusion he 
became separated from the others. He crawled into a 
pile of logs and spent the night. When he found the 
campsite the others had gone. They thought he had 
been burned in the fire and proceeded on without 
him. He returned to Owen Sound where he appren
ticed with Parkers Pharmacy to become a druggist. 
His first business venture was a drugstore at Dun
dalk, Ontario, but when it failed, he rode logs down 
Lake Huron into Lake Michigan for a number of 
years, and the bottom of his feet bore the marks until 
his death. In 1877 he married Elizabeth Hampton and 
began farming at Holland Centre, Ontario. The land 
was very stoney so they raised sheep in order to 
survive. In 1881 the whole Carson family decided to 
move west. James Carson and a distant cousin, 
William Carson had been to Manitoba in the early 
l870's and rode logs down the Birdtail River for 
McArthur's mill. They had gone back home but 
returned in 1879. 

Robert Carson Sr. 



William had married Sarah Carson, a sister of my 
dad. James stopped at High Bluff and lived there until 
his death but William and Sarah came on to Rossburn 
and homesteaded south of the John McKinnon farm 
where Hugh Armstrong now lives. The men were 
anxious that the others should join them. Mr. and 
Mrs. Sam Carson, three married brothers, a sister 
and a young boy were coming so Robert - my dad, 
with Mother and Horace joined them. The older 
brothers had farmed for sometime, so had horses and 
equipment but Dad had only a pair of oxen and two 
cows. They travelled by rail to Winnipeg, unloaded 
their belongings and started for High Bluff. The 
others had decided to go farther West where home
steads had been thrown open, but Robert and family 
stopped at High Bluff. In 1882 he rented land and 
planted wheat. During the summer a group of men 
walked to Rossburn where William and Sarah lived, 
looking for homesteads. Robert decided to stop here 
and he homesteaded the N.E. Y4 of 6-19-24, then 
walked back to High Bluff and when his wheat was 
threshed in November, they started back West. 

They were 11 days on the way, travelling was very 
slow. At nights they were lucky and found places to 
stay but with the care of the baby it was a hard trip. 
However they were fortunate they fell in with a group 
travelling to Russell, who had tents. They very kind
ly accepted Mother and Dad into their close quarters. 
Deep friendships were made on those chilly nights 
and what great discussions they had in after years 
when they would meet. They parted near what is now 
Bryd Siding and Mother and Dad had to make it 
alone. No one was anxious to give them shelter so 
they travelled on and at 3 A.M. on a cold winter night 
they arrived at William Carson's, who turned his 
stock out in the cold and took the tired stock in for 
attention. They all survived. 

They stayed at William's that winter and Dad got 
lumber and shingles for a house from the mill in 
Riding Mountain. He even had enough to put part of 
the floor in. They moved into their new home in 
April, 1882. That year they harvested their first 
wheat. The first load went to Elphinstone. Dad 
planned on going with John McPhail and John Bell 
but Dad's oxen were too slow and they went on 
ahead. He met them coming back. They told him to 
stay over but when he got flour and flooring he had 
no money to pay for lodging so started home. He 
arrived at 3 A.M. The first wheat had been planted 
with Alec Cumming's gatling seeder. Years went on 
and they had enough to eat and wear but nothing 
more. Mother got her first new dress six years later. 
Dad brought home the cloth and pattern from R.R. 
Ross's store - black cashmere. Fortunately Mother 
had made good use of the Sheep's wool before she 
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left Ontario. She had made a lot of clothes from wool 
she had sheared, spun and woven herself. When I 
arrived, 17 years later, they still used the blankets. 
They were warm but sure itchy. 

The second year Grant's mill had been built on 
the Birdtail River. Mother found the flour made good 
bread. They could not sell the wheat so Dad got pigs 
and fed it to them. It was hard to throw No.1 wheat to 
the pigs when the East was longing for it. Dad walked 
to Birtle, sold a pig, then came home, killed and 
dressed it and delivered it by oxen the next day. Later 
when our two cows had produced and when the herd 
increased we sold cattle to buy horses which helped a 
lot. When a place at Solsgirth began buying grain 
Dad hauled out 27 loads. They were on their feet at 
last. 

The women of the district Mother remembered 
best were Mrs. James Stitt, Mrs. Hood, Mrs. William 
Carson and Mrs. William Armstrong and they all got 
together when babies were arriving. Everyone 
helped. There was no doctor closer than Birtle. In 
later years Mrs. McAinsh was a great help to them. 
She brought me into the world on a very stormy night 
she said. Robert Murray came to our house to stay 
and passed away there in 1887. His was one of the 
first graves in our cemetery. 

In 1885, the year of the Rebellion, was a very 
anxious time. Everyone was on edge and when the 
eclipse of the sun took place they were terrified. No 
advance notice in those days. The Indians thought 
Riel's arrows had darkened the sun. Mother and Dad 
were lucky - they knew it was coming. 

The men held a meeting at our house to decide 
what to do for protection if the Indians should rise up. 
They decided to dig a trench for the women and 
children and hide them there. The idea was aban
doned as it would be impossible to keep the children 
quiet. However, some nights later, Dad was whittling 
a doubletree out of a piece of wood and stood it 
outside the door. When the wind got up during the 
night, it blew the stick against the door and it flew 
open. They were sure the Indians had arrived. The 
Indians in the area were still quite friendly but every
one was very suspicious. When they asked about the 
ownership of cattle the farmers thought they were 
considering owning them soon. 

A terrible fire swept through that part of the 
country in 1886. It started near the river, crossed the 
McAinsh farm and into section 7 where Dad had hay. 
He ran to bum a fire guard but Mother realized he 
hadn't any matches so left the children and ran after 
him. When Dad saw her coming he called for her to 
go back to the children. She was greatly relieved 
when she arrived and found the home still standing. 
George Porterfield, a neighbour, plowed a guard with 



one horse and an ox. Out Vista way Donald 
McDonald, Sandy's brother, lost his life. They ex
pected it had been heart failure. 

Church was held in our house before the school 
was built. Mr. Ross and Mr. Stewart came most 
Sundays so our services were generally Methodist. 
Later we attended Argyle Presbyterian Church and 
the family was raised there. In 1910 Dad assisted the 
Anglicans to build a church in Rossburn where his 
heart always was. 

The Lone Tree house was a stopping place. It was 
named after the one and only tree near at hand. The 
mail was first delivered at Ross' but later when we got 
the Post Office it was delivered at Lone Tree. 

In the early 1900's the Municipal office was at 
Lone Tree. Dad was Secretary Treasurer of the Mu
nicipality and had no office until about 1908 when 
they opened one in Hugh Ross's office, west of the 
Beehive, later transferred to the Harry Johnson 
building, the only hall in town. Dad was very inter
ested in anything that was going to help build a strong 
united community. He was on the first Council and 
remained for nine years. Later he took the Reeveship 
and in 1905 he took the books which he kept until ill 
health caused him to resign in 1919. 

God had been good to them, Mother always said, 
"Nine children all grew to manhood and woman
hood and never needed a Doctor in the house." 
Horace born in 1881 at Holland Centre, Ontario came 
West with his parents. Samuel, John, Robert Jr., 
Mathew, Ida, Rachel, Alice and Eleanor were all 
born at Lone Tree. 

In 1912 they moved to Rossburn and Dad con
tinued his Secretarial work until 1919 when he re
tired. He resigned from the Municipality, the 
Rossburn Town and Rossburn School because of ill 
health. He passed away in 1924. Mother left the home 
but remained in Rossburn until her death in 1947, in 
her 90th year. She was dearly loved and sadly missed 
by her children and grandchildren. 

Mrs. Alice Lindsay 

Left to Right: Sam, John, Robert, Matt, Rachel McKinnon, 
Alice lindsay, Eleanor Murat. (Carson family) 
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Carson 
(Robert Sr's Children) 

Samuel Carson was born in 1884 and John Carson 
in 1886. They grew up at Lone Tree Farm, moving to 
farms at Kandahar and Nipawin, Saskatchewan. Sam 
married Grace Wakefield in 1912. They had one 
daughter Edna born in 1917. Edna married James 
Carson. They had two children - Marvin and Dor
een Tora!. Sam died in 1963, Grace in 1955 and Edna 
in 1970. John married Mary Johnston in 1910. They 
had two children, Georgina born in 1911 and Robert 
in 1914. John died in 1964, Mary in 1960 and Robert 
in 1970. Georgina resides at Nipawin. 

Rachel was born in 1896. She married Stewart 
McKinnon in 1915. They resided in Rossburn for 
several years, then moved to Winnipeg where they 
ran a rooming house. They had two sons - Carson, 
born in 1916 and Waverly in 1924. Carson married 
Della Collins. They live in Calgary. They have three 
children - Lynne Gibson and twins - Bruce and 
Bryan. There are six grandchildren. Waverly married 
Edith Salt, they live at Estevan, Saskatchewan and 
have four children - Barry, Beverley, Brenda Gun
ville, and Kenneth. There are three grandchildren. 
Rachel resides at the Mayfair Nursing Home in Cal
gary. 

Alice May was born in 1897 on Lone Tree Farm. 
She attended Perth School and later Rossburn High 
School, before attending Normal School in 1915. She 
taught school at Gilbert Plains and Altamont before 
coming home in 1917 to teach at the Rossburn Pri
mary School. In 1919 she married John A. Lindsay 
and has resided in Rossburn ever since. They raised 
six children - Eleanor, Blair, Robert, Sheila, Mona 
and Garfield. (see John A. Lindsay). 

Mathew Carson was born in Rossburn Munic
ipality in 1890, the fifth son of Robert and Elizabeth 
Carson. He attended Perth School and later Toronto 
Veterinary College. He graduated in 1915 and en
listed in the British Cavalry Corp., going directly to 
France. In 1916, when horses were replaced by tanks, 
he returned home. He married Elizabeth Irwin, 
daughter of John Irwin in 1918. He practiced at Rus
sell for several years. Elizabeth died in 1921 leaving 
one daughter Oral. Mathew then joined the Govern
ment as a meat Inspector. He passed away in 1957. 
Oral married Hugh McDonald and they reside in 
Saskatoon. They have three children Dale, Terry and 
Lori. 

Ida Martha Ann Carson was born in 1893. She 
attended Perth School. She married Thomas 
McDonald, son of William McDonald, another pi
oneer. They had one daughter Elizabeth. Ida passed 
away in 1936. Elizabeth married James McDonald 
and they had three sons - Thomas, Mark and 
Bradley. 



Eleanor Jane Carson was born in 1900. She re
ceived her education at Perth School, Rossburn High 
School and teacher training at Brandon and Win
nipeg. She taught school for several years before 
marrying Aloyius Murat in 1927. They had two chil
dren - Bruce and Robert. Bruce is employed by the 
Treasury Department in Ottawa. He married Helen 
Johnson and they have three sons - Richard, Brian 
and Lawrence. Robert married Mary Galbraith. 
They have three children - Jayne, Donald and Sus
an. Robert passed away in 1974 at Barrys Bay, On
tario. Eleanor (Nell) passed away in Winnipeg in 
1979. 

Horace Sanderson Carson was born at Holland 
Centre, Ontario, in 1881 and came with his parents to 
Rossburn Municipality in 1882. He grew up on Lone 
Tree Farm and attended Perth School. In 1906 he 
married Mary Elizabeth McLeod and settled on what 
is now the John Gurnick Farm. In 1921 they moved to 
Rossburn where they dwelt until his death in 1952. 
His last years were spent as an engineer in the 
sawmills. They had four children: Elizabeth, born in 
1907. She married Alex Cleland and they resided on 
the Cleland farm at Birdtail. They had two children 
- Wendell and Elaine. Elizabeth passed away in 
1977. 

Clarence was born in 1911. He married Anne 
Strong and resided in Winnipeg. They had two chil
dren - Caroline and Richard. Clarence died in 1955. 

John was born in 1914. He served in the army 
overseas during the Second World War. He married 
Louise Short and they had two children Wayne and 
Elizabeth. John died in 1964. 

Elmer was born in 1921. He married Margaret 
Hylop and they had two children, William and Janet. 
Elmer was accidently killed in a car accident in 
Edmonton in 1958. 

Robert Carson Jr. 
Robert Carson Jr. was born in 1887 at Lone Tree 

Farm. He attended Perth School and Agricultural 
College in Winnipeg. He enjoyed sports, especially 
baseball which he took part in as a player and an 
umpire. In later years he watched his sons play. He 
also took great pride in his race horses, which were 
often seen at Rossburn Fair. He resided at Lone Tree 
until 1930 when he moved to S.E. Y4 1-19-25. He 
married Rosa Brown in 1924. They had nine children 
- James, Sylvia, William, Bernice, Clara, Yvonne, 
Edward, Robert and Thomas. Robert lived on the 
farm until his death in 1958. Rosa resides in Shoal 
Lake. Their family attended Perth and Rossburn 
Schools. 

James was born in 1925. He lived on the farm 
until he married Grace Hogg, a former Perth School 
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teacher, in 1949. He then worked for the C.N.R. for 
several years and now works and lives in Esterhazy, 
Saskatchewan. They have three children - Glenn at 
Edmonton, Valerie Hayden, and Bruce at Saskatoon. 
There are five grandchildren. 

Sylvia was born in 1928. She taught school at 
Norland School near Erickson in 1946-1947. She 
married Elmer Brown in 1947. They moved to 
Atikokan, Ontario in 1951 and lived there until 1960 
when they returned to Rossburn to farm. Sylvia 
taught Kindergarten for three years before it became 
part of the school system. She worked at the 
Rossburn Post Office and was secretary of the Agri
cultural Society, also a 4-H leader. Sylvia and Elmer 
have four children. (see William Brown History.) 

William was born in 1929. He worked in the 
lumberyard with John Lindsay. He married Fay 
Chegwin in 1956. Bill was manager of severallum
beryards, finally settling in North Battleford, Sas
katchewan. They have four sons - Timothy, 
Randall, Lindsay and Kelly. 

Bernice was born in 1932. She taught school at 
Elkhorn and Decker. She married Rod Markle in 
1953. They resided in Atikokan for several years 
returning to Shoal Lake in 1960. They now have a 
farm and Bernice teaches Kindergarten at Shoal 
Lake. They have four children - Marilyn Senecal, 
Rosalie Ostash, Terence and Jack. 

Clara was born in 1934. She worked in Shoal 
Lake and married Robert Horning in 1959. Robert is 
with Manitoba Hydro and they live at Elie, Man
itoba. They have three sons, Byron, Kevin and Brad
ford. 

Yvonne was born in 1936. She worked in Bran
don and in Dawson Creek, B.C. where she married 
Clint Lindgren in 1957. Clint was accidentally killed 
in 1965. Yvonne now resides in Calgary with her four 
daughters, twins - Janet and Wendy, Karen and 
Betty Lou. 

Edward was born in 1937. He worked for several 
years in lumberyards. He married Carol Yerex in 
1965. They reside in Winnipeg where Ed works with 
road construction. They have one son Robert. 

Robert was born in 1939. He spent several years 
with the Armed Forces in Germany and Gagetown, 
N.B. He married Doreen Wales. They have two 
daughters - Juanita and Catrina. They reside in Fort 
St. John, B.C. where Bob does welding. 

Thomas was born in 1941. He has worked in 
several lumberyards and is now Home Centre Man
ager at Leduc, Alberta. He married Marlene Reid in 
1965. They have three children - Melanie, Paula 
and David. 



Dmetro and Julia Charney 
Dmetro (Matt) and Julia Charney pioneered and 

farmed in the Marco area for many years before 
retiring to Rossburn. This is their story. 

Dmetro Charney was born in 1886 in the village 
of Touste, municipality of Skolot, approximately 50 
kilometers east of the city of Ternopol, in the Western 
Ukraine. Living conditions there at the turn of the 
century were considerably worse than elsewhere in 
Western Europe. The province was under the rule of 
the Austria-Hungarian Empire and was exploited pri
marily as a source of cheap labour and natural re
sources. The extreme poverty of most of the 
Ukrainians living under Austro-Hungarian rule is 
well documented. Dmetro's family were no different 
from so many others. 

In 1900 Dmetro's father Tomma (Timothy) sold 
his few acres of land, all his possessions and moved 
his entire family consisting of his wife Sophia (nee 
Shermeta), Dmetro age 14, Yanko (John) 12, Steve 5, 
Katherine 3 and a baby, Anne, to Canada. They 
chose to settle in the Marco district and to homestead 
SW 28-20-23. 

Shortly after their arrival, the entire country-side 
was ravaged by flu and scarlet fever. Dmetro's little 
sister, Katherine, died, and was buried along with 
some 40 other children and adults in the mass grave at 
Patterson Lake. Two sons were born to Tomma and 
Sophia in Canada: Basil and Michael. 

Four years after their arrival in Canada, the 
homestead had been partially cleared; Rossburn was 
14 miles away, with only a rough trail through dense 
bush and around lakes and sloughs. Early one after
noon while cutting logs with which to build a larger 
home, Tomma was struck by a falling tree. He died 
shortly afterward, and, at the age of 18, Dmetro 
found himself the head of a household consisting of a 
widowed mother and five children. 

The homestead would not be self-supporting for 
quite some time, so at every opportunity, Dmetro 
sought work elsewhere. The family recalls that he 
worked many winter months on a farm in Decker, 
Man., until he returned home one spring with his 
payment - his first horse and buggy. The steadiest 
and longest employment was found at Bob Peden's 
Lumber Mill near Gunn Lake. He also found work as 
the "engineer" on threshing teams throughout the 
district, and when roads were being built in the area, 
as foreman or "boss" on the local construction 
gangs. 

In 1910, at the age of 24, he met and married Julia 
Ewanyshyn, who had arrived in Canada that year. 
Julia was born in April 1892, in the hamlet of Ter
nowka, next to the town of Davitkowtse, munic
ipality of Chortkiw, also in the same province. She 

121 

Matt and Julia Charney in 1911. 

was the fourth child of Ivan and Katherine (nee 
Hrubeniuk). Her family was typical of many poverty 
stricken peasants. They subsisted in a one-room 
thatched cottage with dirt floor, owned by the land
lord for whom Julia's mother worked. The children 
had one suit of clothing and slept in the rafters. In the 
summer, they went bare-foot; in the winter, they 
wrapped their feet in rags. To add to their misery, 
Julia's father had contacted a lung disease while 
digging a number of wells. This resulted in his being 
bed-ridden for most of the years of Julia's childhood. 
Consequently, at the age of six, Julia started her first 
job - as shepherd for a local farmer. She was paid 14 
ruples a year, plus 2 shirts, 2 skirts and her first pair 
of boots. 

The following summer, her father died and, at the 
same time, her employer decided to emmigrate to 
Canada. He wished to take Julia with him, but her 
mother would not allow it as she felt Julia was too 
young. Instead, after paying off the local school 
teacher with a chicken (so Julia would not have to 
attend school), she soon found work for Julia again. 
For the next nine years, Julia tended the single cow 
and few pigs of one Peter Nekonachney, who himself 
worked for a local aristocrat. All of the family 
worked: Julia's older brother Meketta, her sisters 
Anne and Mary, and of course, her mother. Only the 
youngest boy, Sam, attended the school. 

By 1908, the family had accumulated wealth in 
the form of a single cow and a few other odds and 
ends. They sold everything to raise enough money to 



send Julia's older brother Meketta to Canada. He got 
as far as Montreal before he was broke. Fortunately 
Julia's paternal uncle, Roman Ewanyshyn, who had 
emigrated in 1900, was able to borrow enough money 
from the Toronto Dominion Bank in Rossburn to get 
him from Montreal to Rossburn. Meketta spent the 
next two years raising enough money through various 
jobs to be able to send for the rest of the family. Julia, 
her mother, two sisters and young brother arrived in 
Halifax in May, 1910 and, a week later, they were in 
Rossburn. 

What followed next was rather comical. Meketta 
had taken great pains to arrange for Julia's sister, 
Anne to work for Bob Peden as a cook and labourer. 
A few weeks later, when Bob Peden arrived to pick 
up Anne, she had left with her mother to visit old 
friends who had immigrated to Canada a few years 
earlier. Meketta, too embarassed to tell the truth to 
this important local figure, convinced Julia to pre
tend she was Anne. Consequently, Julia ended up at 
Bob Peden's where she was called Anne for the first 
few months, until she finally learned enough English 
and gathered enough courage to tell them the truth. 

Julia recalls vividly the cultural shock of her first 
few weeks in Canada, and particularly those at the 
Peden farm. The rapid move from an environment of 
poverty to one of relative plenty, learning a new 
language, and even becoming used to a fork and 
china plate (utensils previously foreign to her), all 
were frightening and exciting. 

In November of 1910, Julia attended her sister 
Anne's wedding at St. Michael's Church in Olha. 
There she met a fine young attendant-to-the-groom 
named Dmetro Charney. Two weeks later, in early 
December, they were married. Even Julia's marriage 
to Dmetro had an ironic touch to it. When Dmetro 
first proposed, Julia was unsure of whether to accept. 
Sister Anne and her mother urged her to assent, using 
the logic that, in addition to Matt being a hard work
er, etc. they had heard that his mother was reportedly 
old, weak and had not long to live. There was no 
doubt in their minds that Julia would have the run
ning of the household to herself within a short period 
of time. Once married however, Julia shared her 
house with Sophia Charney for the next 43 years until 
Sophia died at the ripe old age of 93 in 1952. Julia 
even shared the first four years of her retirement 
home in Rossburn with her ailing mother-in-law. 

Searching through the old family papers, it is 
obvious that the first 20 years of marriage and home
steading were ones of extreme economic hardship. 
Dmetro and Julia had an "instant" family to care for 
(his brothers and sisters) and soon these were joined 
by their own children. The years 1915 to 1935 seemed 
an endless series of promissory notes, outstanding 
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bills and letters requesting payment. For many years, 
Julia recalls, the staple diet was potatoes and more 
potatoes, with garden vegetables when available. An 
occasional chicken provided meat (especially on 
Sunday) and on special holidays, a pig was slaugh
tered. Beef on the table was a rarity, although the 
occasional elk or deer found its way to the pantry. In 
spite of these economic difficulties, the family com
mitted themselves to an auspicious goal: they would 
send Dmetro's second youngest brother Basil to 
study for the priesthood. Basil completed his high 
school in Rossburn, then went on to Winnipeg and 
Montreal. While he was away, the family often sacri
ficed their own needs in order to send Basil money so 
that he could continue his studies. In 1930, Basil was 
ordained as priest in the Ukrainian Catholic Church 
at Olha, Manitoba. 

Dmetro also assumed a leadership role in com
munity activities. He served as trustee for Ruska 
Rawa School for many years, as well as on the Board 
of the Rossburn Farms Ukrainian Catholic Church. 

One could easily assume that this pioneering life 
was all drudgery and hardship - but there were 
many good times and many rewards. Weddings and 
religious feasts enabled friends to get together. 
Dances, choirs and plays at Marco Hall provided 
much socializing for the young people. Caution, skill 
and ingenuity provided an _adequate supply of one's 
own spirits, as well as homemade wine and beer, with 
which to warm up any celebration. And always there 
was the freedom to roam your own land - acres of it, 
picking wild berries or mushrooms or simply walk
ing the fields and returning to the house, proudly, 
with several stalks of the finest wheat to show the 
rest of the family. And always there was singing -
whether alone or with others, work or play - songs 
of the old country, songs of romance, songs of bond-

Standing, Left to Right: Anne, Mable, Russell, Mike. Sitting: 
Mary, Matt Charney, Julia Charney, Tom. (1952) 



age and of freedom, and especially of the love of the 
earth, now transferred to this new land. . .. 

In 1947, Dmetro was beginning to feel the need 
for retirement and built a new home in the town of 
Rossburn, moving in the next year. Dmetro died on 
Sunday, December 28th, 1958 at the age of 72. 
Dmetro and Julia shared 48 years of marriage to
gether. They had seven children of their own: Mary 
(Mrs. John Groshak of Oakburn), Mabel (Mrs. Matt 
Procyk of Thunder Bay), Anne (Mrs. Nick Stup
nisky, Rossburn), Stanley (who died at 8 months), 
Thomas (Rossburn), Myroslav (Thunder Bay) and 
Michael (Thunder Bay). Dmetro's brother Rev. Fa
ther Basil Charney officiated at his funeral. He is 
buried in the Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery at 
Rossburn. 

At the time of this writing, Julia is 88 years old 
and lives alone. She still cooks her own meals, tends 
a small garden and attends church when she is able. 
Although speaking only limited English, she enjoys 
the afternoon soap operas on television - a far cry 
from the humble beginnings of peasant life in Ter
nowka, Western Ukraine. 

Chegus, Paul 
Paul Chegus left his homeland of Zwyhal and 

Borshchiv of Western Ukraine in 1905 for Canada. 
He settled in the Marco district of Manitoba with two 
brothers, Martin and Mike Chegus. He had left be
hind in the Old Country his mother, three sisters and 
two brothers. 

Farmers in the Hamiota, Kenton and Decker dis
tricts received the benefit of his hard work until the 
year 1912. At this time, he returned to reside with his 
two brothers, Martin and Mike, in the Marco district. 

Dora Dmyterko left her homeland of Mag
daliwka in the district of Skalat of Western Ukraine in 
1911 to sail to Canada with her parents, Nick and Ann 
Dmyterko, three sisters and one brother. After arriv
ing in Halifax, they took the C.P.R. train across the 
vast, new country finally arriving at Shoal Lake, 
Manitoba, where they were met by Lucas Zegalski, 
who was a brother to Ann. From Shoal Lake to Olha, 
their mode of transportation was a team of horses and 
a wagon. Dora and Mary, her sister, had to trudge 
behind while the rest with their scant belongings rode 
mile after weary mile. 

A temporary home for that summer was with 
Lucas and Ann Zegalski. In the meantime, Nick 
purchased land and built a two room log house near 
Marco. Dora went to Kenton and worked as a house
keeper for George Bart. Arriving back home in the 
fall, one of her first duties was to gather firewood for 
the approaching winter. This feat was accomplished 
along the side of a road which proved to be the setting 
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for a budding romance. This is how it happened! One 
day while busy gathering the wood, Mary noticed a 
handsome, young man approaching. Dora, being 
bashful, busied herself with her work. As a result of 
this brief encounter, Dora was the one who was to 
receive a marriage proposal. No definite answer 
could be given to this gentleman until Dora's parents 
had granted permission. Mary thought this was all 
quite a joke! 

During the winter, February 22, 1912 to be exact, 
Paul and Dora were united in holy matrimony at the 
Rossburn Farm Ukrainian Catholic Church. Follow
ing this, a reception at the home of the parents of the 
bride was attended by friends and relatives. Thus, 
began the married life of two people who through 
times of happiness and times of hardship always had 
the key to eventual success in their endeavours. 

After the wedding, the new bride lived for a time 
with her parents while her husband Paul went to the 
reserve to cut logs for lumber in order to build the 
dream home to share with his new wife. They pur
chased their land NE 24-19-24 located in Vista from 
a Mr. McLean. The purchase price was $2,000.00 
with $700.00 as a down payment and the rest to be 
paid in ten years; it was paid off in six! The initial 
payment represented the sum total of Paul's earnings 
since his arrival in Canada. The only cleared land on 
the farm was a spot where a small garden had been 

Dora and Paul Chegus. (1950) 



planted - strange seeing there had been two pre
vious owners! 

Now that the land was purchased, the next step 
was to build a home. Paul and Dora moved in with 
neighbours, the Stech family, while their two room, 
clay plastered log home was built. Relatives and 
friends soon formed a building "bee" which was a 
common event in the pioneer days - people helping 
people. Have we in busy modem times lost this 
concern for others? Along with this came the prepa
ration of vast amounts of food which the hungry men 
were always eager to partake. Eventually, the house 
was built, the land cleared and the babies arrived -
two sons and eight daughters. These children were 
raised with love and an early self discipline that hard 
work on the farm provided. 

Paul and Dora Chegus provided their large family 
with solid roots but they also wisely gave them 
wings. Today all are married. 

Paul and Dora Chegus were active Church and 
community workers. Dora was secretary-treasurer of 
the Rossburn Farm Ukrainian Catholic Church for 
seventeen years. Her handmade artificial flowers and 
cross-stitched altar cloths beautified on special occa
sions not only her own Church but also others in the 
surrounding district. She was at the head of many 
committees which organized countless Church din
ners through the years. 

Paul supported his wife by feeling honoured to 
meet the various priests at the highway during incle
ment weather, drive them to the Church and have 
them over to his home for delicious meals prepared 
by his wife. Paul, although without formal educa
tion, had the happy facility of finding it easy to 
converse with people whether it be a stranger or an 
acquaintance. He was a very social being who loved 
his fellowman. 

Perhaps linked to Dora's dimension of spirituality 
was her gift of healing. Patients often remained with 
her several days at a time while she did all she could 
to help them. She was well-known for her wax treat
ments. Also. in her role as a midwife, toiling through 
many a long night she delivered 180 babies. Only on 
about two occasions was a doctor required. 

After many happy, hard working, successful 
years on the farm since their marriage in 1912, Paul 
and Dora finally retired to Oakburn on October 5, 
1957. Paul passed away in December of the same 
year. 

Dora is still alive. She spends much of her time in 
Winnipeg as well as Shoal Lake. She is keenly inter
ested in learning. During her lifetime, she has pro
gressed from the outdoor oven for cooking to the 
woodstove stove, the electric stove and now operates 
a micro-wave oven. The latter she uses in her love of 
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preparing many ethnic dishes as well as her old-time 
favourites. Always adept at crafts she still hooks 
rugs, makes quilts, knits and does beautiful embroi
dery. She has, on occasion, left her busy work-a-day 
world to take airplane flights to visit her daughters in 
Kelowna and Toronto. 

This grand lady has lived a busy, long life. She is 
lovingly surounded by her own 10 children, 37 
grandchildren, and 45 great-grandchildren. 

It can surely be said of Mrs. Dora Chegus that she 
has always approached life with the zeal of a mission
ary. Her good works will live after her. 

On behalf of my family, I express appreciation 
for the opportunity of writing this mini-history of my 
parents, and all others like them who left homes in 
the Old Land to build a better life for themselves in a 
new country. They built better than they knew and 
we, their progeny, are their beneficiaries. Their 
memory shall be hallowed for evermore. 

John Chegwin 

submitted by Mildred Gollets 
(nee Chegus) 

John and Mary Ann Chegwin had good friends in 
Canada with whom they corresponded. The Lundy's 
letters were so interesting that they decided to immi
grate. In 1910, John and his oldest son, Bill, (born 
May 5, 1890) left Devonshire, England. Mr. Cheg
win was employed on the farms of Red Jack Mac
Donald, Bert Lundy and Adam Halliday. He worked 
for two years and then bought the Bell farm SY2 
18-19-23 and N.W. Y47-19-23. 

In 1912, Mrs. Chegwin and the family came from 
England. The children were: - John, Frances, Flo
rence, Frank, Joe, Emily, and Wilfred. 

Bill was employed on the farm of Mr. Alexander 
MacDonald in the Vista district. He worked there 
until he joined the Army in 1914 with the 107th 
Battalion and in 1915 went overseas. (His story is told 
elsewhere in this volume). 

John Chegwin was a hard worker. He and his sons 
cleared and broke several acres by hand. They en
dured much hardship during the first years. Later 
they had a large herd of cattle and milked many cows. 

John was known to have fine horses and well bred 
ponies. In 1931, he and his sons showed as many as 
eighteen horses at the Rossburn Fair and won a good 
number of red ribbons. His horses were also shown at 
Brandon Fair. They had one special pure white horse. 
On July 12th, 1932 she was ridden by Mr. Howard 
Alexander in the Orangeman's parade. 

John and Mary Ann were well known in the 
community for their kindness. In hard times they 
gave many bags of flour to their neighbors who were 
in need. Mary Ann was a mid-wife and helped when 



babies were born. No one at that time ever went to a 
hospital. 

Roast beef and yorkshire pudding were some of 
Mrs. Chegwin's specialties. No one left their home 
without a lunch and a good cup of tea. 

John was the first in the district to own a Bennet 
buggie which he and his wife enjoyed using as their 
means of transportation, until Mary Ann was injured 
in an accident. 

In 1934 Mrs. Chegwin was stricken with rheuma
tism. She could not walk or even comb her hair. 
During this time she decided to try Templeton's 
T.R.C. 's (capsules) which were well advertised. Six 
months later she was no longer confined to her bed 
and was able to do her own work. 

The first combine in the district was owned by 
Mr. Chegwin. He enjoyed good health and in later 
years rode horseback and milked a cow at age seven
ty five. 

One of the many happy occasions in their home 
was when they celebrated their fifty seventh Wedding 
Anniversary. 

Mary Ann died May 16, 1948 at eighty three 
years. John died December 11, 1950 at eighty seven 
years. They are both interred in the family plot in 
Argyle Cemetery. 

William Chegwyn 
Bill Chegwyn came to Canada in 1911 with his 

father. Two years later, his Mother and the rest of the 
family arrived in Manitoba. Bill soon found employ
ment with Mr. Alexander MacDonald on the farm in 
the Vista district. He worked with him until 1914 
when war broke out. He volunteered to go to train in 
the Army. During some of his time on the front lines 
he suffered terrible hardships. At one time his par
ents were notified that he was gone, but he was buried 
alive for several days. 

After the war was over, he returned home to his 
parents as he had poor health for sometime - es
pecially his nerves. 

Later on he started to farm on his own with the 
help of his father. He and his brother, Frank rented 
land from Mary McLean and Bob Hainstock at Kel
loe. After the two brothers had worked together for 
some time, Frank married and started farming on his 
own. 

Bill left the partnership and bought land in the 
Rossburn district on S. 13-19-25. He was a bachelor 
for a number of years until he met Mary Jane, known 
as Polly, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Mitchell 
of Rossburn. They were married on December 18, 
1934. They had a family of two boys and two girls. 

Bill was a very hard worker who loved the land 
and his farm. He was a devoted father to his family. 
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He was fond of his cattle and always saw they were 
well taken care of. 

Bill was noted for always being ready to lend a 
helping hand when needed. He was a member of the 
Royal Canadian Legion in his younger years. 

He was interested in sports and enjoyed hockey 
games and liked to curl when he was younger. He was 
a television sports fan. 

The evening prior to his death on January 11, 1973 
at the age of eighty two, he spent two hours working 
in the barn doing chores at feeding the cattle. His 
wife, Polly has had iII health for a number of years. 

Their oldest daughter, Beth, died at the age of 
fourteen years from rheumatic fever. Hazel, the sec
ond daughter, married Mike TwerdochIib, and they 
have a family of two boys and two girls. Mike is 
employed in a mine and they live at Thompson. 
Stuart married Marie Guminey and they have one 
son. He is at present employed with Don Findlay of 
Shoal Lake and has worked there for a number of 
years. The youngest son, Frank is not married. He 
operates the home farm and keeps a large herd of beef 
cattle. 

by Mrs. Wilfred Chegwyn 

John Chegwin, Junior 
John Chegwin was born at Tavistock, County of 

Devon, England on September 13,1894. He came to 
Canada with the family and settled on a farm with his 
parents east of Vista, Manitoba. 

John and Annie Chegwin and granddaughter Betty. 



In October of 1925, he married Annie Morrison 
and they operated a farm north-west of Rossburn, 
which was owned by the Chrispin brothers, Fred and 
Ernest. 

In 1942 they moved to Shoal Lake to operate a 
farm for McLeans. Then in 1964 they retired to live 
in the village of Shoal Lake, Manitoba. 

John's interests were always in the farm and the 
animals. He was most happy when he was busy. His 
pride and joy were in the heavy draft horses owned by 
his son, Wilf. He loved to attend the local fairs to 
watch these horses put on their demonstrations in the 
show ring. It was a great sense of pride he held to see 
them prance, all decked up in their shining array. 
Wilf keeps a very fine herd of cattle, as well. 

John and Annie raised two children. Wilfred John 
was born at Rossburn on May 28,1927 and Olive was 
also born at Rossburn on January 28, 1929. There are 
three grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 

John died at his residence March 28, 1973. Annie 
still lives in the Senior Citizen's section of the Morley 
House at Shoal Lake. 

The Family-
Wilfred - was educated at Rossburn School. He 

married Thelma Menzies, daughter of Jim and 
Katherine Menzies, of Shoal Lake. Wilf was in the 
gravel Contracting Business until 1968 when he 
took up farming with his son, Wayne. Thelma has 
been the Municipal Clerk for Shoal Lake for twen
ty five years. 
Wilf and Thelma have two children. 
Betty was born in 1946. She married Tony Barlow, 
formerly from Vista. They have a daughter, Sherry 
Lynn. She took her schooling in Shoal Lake and is 
now taking a hair dressing course in Brandon. 
Wayne was born in 1961. He received his educa
tion in Shoal Lake. Besides farming he is active in 
playing hockey. This past winter he played with 
the Estevan Bruins and also played one season 
with the Brandon Travellers. In the summer he is 
kept busy helping on the farm with his father. 

Olive - was educated at Rossburn and Shoal Lake 
schools. She was a telephone operator in Shoal 
Lake for three years, prior to 1949, when she 
married Gerald Badger, a farmer of that district. 
They had two children. 
Ken, their oldest son was born in 1950. He re
ceived his education in Raven Lake, and Shoal 
Lake schools. He then took a two year diploma 
course in Agriculture at the University of Man
itoba. On graduating in 1970, he returned home to 
farm with his father. He married Wilma Hunkin in 
1976 and they had a daughter, Karla. Besides a 
busy farming career he always found time for his 
family and community affairs. The family were 
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saddened by Ken's death in his twenty-seventh 
year, when he was accidently killed in a farm 
accident in 1978. 
Sharon, a daughter of Olive and Gerald, was born 
in 1955. She received her education in Shoal Lake 
and then took her L.P.N. training at Red River 
College and Selkirk General Hospital. She has 
nursed in Winnipeg for the past six years. Sharon 
married Ron Zuk in 1975 and they have a son, 
Cory. They now reside in Winnipeg. 

Wilfred Chegwin 
Wilfred is the youngest of the John Chegwin 

family. He was born in Tavistock, County of Devon, 
England. He was three years old when he came to 
Canada with his mother, his brothers and sisters. 

His mother drove him to school with a horse and 
buggy or cutter. When he was older he rode horse
back both winter and summer. He quit school when 
he got grade eight to help on the farm. Later the 
brothers left home and he farmed with his father until 
1950 when his father, John died. 

On April 23, 1935, he married Dorothy 
Hamilton. At that time she had been working for 
Chrispin Brothers for $10.00 a month. Transporta
tion to be married was by Bennett buggy and a team 
of ponies. 

For seven years we lived with Wilfred's parents. 
Then Wilfred built them a small home and we took 
over the old home. 

The first few years were very hard. We were dried 
out, hailed out, and rusted out. In a cyclone we lost 
two barns. Wilfred had to travel many miles from 
home to haul feed for the livestock. We had a large 
herd of cattle and many horses. There was always lots 
to eat, as we depended on a livelihood from milking 
cows and selling cream. There was no electricity so 
there was lots of hard work. Wood had to be cut to 
heat the house. With no plumbing, all the water had 
to be carried in and out. In winter ice and snow were 
melted in the house in order to have soft water for 
washing. In winter the children first drove a horse 
and cutter and then later we had a heated van to travel 
to school. 

Even though we had hard times there were lots of 
happy times with many good friends. In 1950 with 
the coming of hydro to our home, living became so 
much better. We were able to have lights, refrigerator, 
iron, and washer, and later a stove and deep freeze. 
One of the biggest changes in our life was in the 
Spring of 1970. Wilfred, with sons, Daryl and Brian 
built a new barn with a barn cleaner. A bulk tank and 
milking machines were installed. This was our great
est improvement in our years of farming and gave a 
boost financially. 



Wilfred has been active in community affairs. He 
helped with Boy's and Girl's 4-H Clubs. He was a 
member of the United Church Board in Vista. He was 
a second leader of the Boy Scouts. 

We have a family of two daughters: - Faye and 
Bonnie, and five sons: - Percy, Sam, David, Daryl 
and Brian. There are eleven grandchildren and one 
great grandchild. In 1977, Daryl was married. At that 
time we moved from the old home on SY218-19-23 to 
the original farm of M. D. Hamilton on S.W.Y4 
23-19-24, where we have a new home and are semi
retired. Wilfred enjoys his life every day by doing his 
chores, helping his family and in the community. 
Wilfred and I celebrated our forty fifth Wedding 
Anniversary. 

Percy Chegwin 
Percy Chegwin, eldest son of Wilfred and Doro

thy Chegwin was born October 5-, 1936. The first 
seven years of his life he lived in the same home as 
his grandparents. He was raised with lots of love and 
discipline. His grandfather, John Chegwin, always 
saw that he had good shoes to wear. He had the best of 
ponies to ride and drive. He attended Islay school in 
Vista where he completed grade eleven. Percy al
ways had many friends. 

At the age of thirteen, he joined the 4-H Calf 
Club. At that time there were a number of active 4-H 
Clubs in our small community at Vista. He later 
joined the Swine Club and while in that Club he won 
a Bulova gold watch in 1952 at the Brandon Exhibi
tion. During that time he was awarded a trip to the 
Minnesota State Fair and ;, lflP to Alberta with other 
4-H members. 

He spent two years with Mr. Bill May of Strat
helair. During this time they went to Fairs and Percy 
learned to judge swine. 

For a time Percy was leader of the Tractor Club in 
Vista. 

He left home at eighteen years of age to work on 
construction, bulldozing and hauling gravel. This 
kind of work did not agree with his health so he quit. 
He married Erma Jolly of Miniota. They moved to 
Brandon where he obtained work at the Experimental 
Farm. He first worked with the cattle. He strived to 
better himself and by so doing, he became Farm 
Manager. 

In 1978 his application was accepted to go to 
Tanzania, Africa to work on an agricultural project of 
growing corn and wheat. He was there two and a half 
years. They returned with a wonderful outlook. The 
experience will never be forgotten. They are glad 
there is a country like Canada to live in. 

They live in Brandon and Percy enjoys helping 

127 

other people. He teaches Sunday School and takes an 
active part in the United Church. 

They have two children. Cory is twelve and Terri 
is sixteen years. 

FayeHne Chegwin 
Fayeline Chegwin was born May 28, 1938. She 

attended Islay school and after grade eleven she went 
to work in the creamery at Shoal Lake. Later she 
became employed as a telephone operator in 
Rossburn for two years. She then married Bill Car
son who was manager of the North American Lum
ber Company in North Battleford, Saskatchewan. 
They have four sons: - Timothy, Randy, Lindsay, 
and Kelly, and one grand child. 

Sam Chegwin 
Sam Chegwin was born October 20, 1947. He 

went to school at Islay and Rossburn. He was active 
in 4-H Clubs and Scouts. He quit school at grade ten 
to help at home. Later he went to work on con
struction. He married Connie Bell of Shoal Lake 
where they now farm. He is in the dairy business and 
has Brown Swiss cattle. They have two daughters:
Tammie is twelve and Michelle is fifteen years of 
age. 

David Chegwin 
David Chegwin was born July 13, 1949. He went 

to school in Islay and Rossburn. He was active in 4-H 
Clubs and Scouts. He helped at home with the farm 
work. Later he was employed at the Research Station 
in Brandon and worked with the Swine Department. 

He married Sharon Daum and they now live in 
Wadena, Saskatchewan. They have two children: -
Curtis is nine years and Candice is three years of age. 

Daryl Chegwin 
Daryl Chegwin was born April 23, 1952. He 

obtained his education at Islay school and Rossburn 
Collegiate. He was involved with Cubs and Scouts. 

When he was four years old his leg was broken 
between the knee and thigh. At nine years of age he 
was roasting corn and he made the fire burn harder by 
throwing diesel fuel on it. His leg was badly burned 
and his ankle charred to the bone. 

After completing grade twelve he stayed home to 
work on the farm. In 1977 he married Patti Perchaluk 
of Rossburn. He took over the old family farm, in 
partnership with his brother, Brian. 

The old Chegwin home which is eighty three 
years old now has the third generation of Chegwins 
living in it. 

Daryl and Patti have one son, Chad who is one 
year old. 



Brian Chegwin 
Brian Chegwin, the youngest son, was born July 

28, 1953. He received part of his education in Islay 
school and then went to Rossburn. He enjoyed 
Scouts and Cubs and was active in the community. 
He and his brother Daryl have a large dairy. 

In July 1979, he married Linda Matusko of 
Rossburn. They have no family. 

Bonnie Chegwin 
Bonnie was the youngest daughter of Dorothy 

and Wilfred, born six years after Brian. She was 
brought up with four boys. 

She was active in sports, tap dancing, and took 
baton lessons. She graduated from grade twelve. 

She worked for a few months in a cafe and store. 
She then married Tom Cottingham in October 1979. 
They live in Foxwarren where Tom is a carpenter. 
They have no family. 

submitted by Dorothy Chegwin 

Albert Chesney 
Albert Thomas Chesney (1892-1966) was born at 

Owen Sound, Ontario. He came west to Rossburn in 
1897 with his parents: 

Father- Arthur Chesney (1848-1910) 
Mother - nee Sowerby (1855-1921) 
Sisters - Sarah Ann (1876) married Jim Cum

ming; Ethel Jane (1878) married Jasper Strong; Mar
tha (1880) married Jim Brown; Mary (1882) married 
John Kirk; Lillie May (1889) married Hector Mac
Phail. 

Twin Brother - Arthur (1892) married Dora 
Woods. 

Albert farmed the N.W. Y4 4-19-24. He married 
Mabel Fair Hamilton (1900-1954) in 1916. Theirfam
ily, Thomas (1916) married Amy Moulson and 
Theresa (1920) married Lawrence Wingert. 

Ab, as he was known, was always available at a 
dance to call a few "squares." He served on the 
Board of Perth School for a number of years. After 
Mabel's death, he lived in Alberta for a period of time 
returning to Manitoba in 1965. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Chesney 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Chesney and family of five girls 

and two boys, left Markdale, Ontario by train (CPR) 
in the late 1890's. Arriving at Solsgirth, they were 
met by Mr. Robert Carson and taken to their home 
near Rossburn, which was known as Lone Tree Post 
Office. 

Mr. Chesney bought the north-west quarter of 
Sec. 4-19-24 from Wm. J. Hamilton and the north
east quarter of Sec. 4-19-24 from Alex Hamilton. 
This is where the Chesneys made their home. They 
had a mixed farm, milking a large number of cows. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Chesney and sons, Albert and Arthur. 
(1900) 

They made butter, packed it in tubes, and took it to 
Solsgirth in exchange for groceries. Every fall after 
harvest, Mr. Chesney would take a load of wheat to 
Birtle to the flour mill and have their flour, shorts and 
bran made for the year. He would leave early in the 
morning and return late at night the same day. Any 
cattle that were ready for market had to be taken to 
Shoal Lake. Art, his brother Albert and the late 
Johnny McKinnon would drive them by horse. 

Art, Albert, and his sisters Mary and May went to 
Perth school and to Argyle for Sunday school and 
church. They either walked or went by horse and 
buggy. Argyle picnic was the big event for the sum
mer and skating parties provided entertainment for 
the winter. 

In March, 1904, there was a blizzard that lasted 
over a week. No one got to the stable for a week but 
the livestock were all alright. However, the neighbors 
around had cattle out, lost many of them. Mr. 
Chesney died six years later, May of 1910, in 
Neepawa hospital. 

Mrs. Chesney and boys carried on the farm until 
Albert got married in 1916. Arthur then moved to his 
own half section, the south half of 9-19-24. It was all 
wild prairie and he had to break the land with horses 
and a walking plow as all farm work was done that 
way at the time. Mrs. Chesney moved to her own 
house in the village of Vista. She was very interested 
in Church work and would lend a helping hand wher
ever needed. She lived there until her death in 1921. 

Sarah Ann Chesney married James Cummings in 
the year 1900. They lived on a farm near Shoal Lake 



and later moved into the town. They lived there until 
their deaths. They had a family of four boys and four 
girls. 

Ethel Jane married Jasper Strong in 1903. They 
lived together in Rossburn until Jasper's death. She 
then moved to Shoal Lake and lived with her young
est daughter Pearl. They had a total of four children, 
two boys and two girls. 

Martha Chesney married James Brown in 1901. 
They had a family of five boys and four girls and 
lived north of Vista on a farm. Here Martha died but 
the farm can still be found under the name of Brown. 

May married Hector MacPhail in 1908 and lived 
on a farm one mile south of Vista. They had a family 
of two boys and one girl. After May's death in 1942, 
Hector sold the farm and moved to Geraldton, On
tario to live with his son Archie. The new owner of 
the farm was Alex Mackedenski. 

Albert marned Mabel Hamilton from Saskatche
wan. They lived on the home farm at Vista. After 
Mabel's death in January of 1954, Albert sold the 
farm and went to Alberta to live with his daughter, 
Theresa. He later returned to Vista where he lived the 
rest of his life. He died in 1966. They had a son, 
Tommy, who is now living in Portage. 

Mary Chesney married John Kirk of Lintlaw, 
Saskatchewan in 1910. They lived there until their 
deaths in 1959. They had a family ofthree girls. 

Art Chesney was a school trustee at Perth for a 
number of years as well as helping with 4-H clubs, 
being a member of the Pool Elevator's board and hall 
committees. He was fond of all sports and played 
soccer when he was young. 

At present, Art is the only surviving member of 
the Chesney family. He was born in Markdale, On
tario, on November 25, 1892. He married Dora 
Woods in 1926 and lived on the farm at Vista until 
1960. The farm was sold to Joe Zubrack and the 
Chesneys retired to Brandon. Art and Dora had a 
family of two boys and a girl, Ernie, Gib and Viona 
(Mrs. Bill Fraser). 

Art saw many changes in the country and farming 
techniques since the time he came to Manitoba. All 
farm work changed from horses to tractors. Haying 
changed from cutting, raking and stacking it all down 
with horses and racks to bales, tractors and stackers. 
Cutting the grain moved from binders and stooking 
to swathers and combines. Threshing changed from 
steam engines and about twenty men to tractor 
threshing with six to eight men to a swather and 
combine and one to two men. 

Electricity was a big boom to everyone. It was 
used in the home for lights and to do a number of 
chores that used to be done by hand. It was used 
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outside the home for pumping water and many of the 
other chores that are necessary. 

written by Sharon Fraser, granddaughter of Art 
Chesney 

Chicheluk 
In 1899 Sam Chicheluk, three years old, arrived 

in Canada with his parents, George and Mary 
Chicheluk. George was married to Mary Berehulka, 
daughter of Harry Berehulka, who came from Aus
tria. They were in the first group of Ukrainian settlers 
to arrive in Canada. They came by train from Halifax 
to Winnipeg. They stayed in Winnipeg for a few 
days, after the hectic voyage across the Atlantic. 

They had a chance to buy seed potatoes and a few 
other necessities. A few families bought stoves 
which were shared by the group when they reached 
Strathclair in May of 1899. Three children died on the 
train between Portage and Minnedosa. These chil
dren were buried by the tracks at Strathclair. More 
children fell ill and the families realized that it was an 
epidemic. This was a great shock to all parents as 
most of them had at least two or more children. The 
families were detained in Strathclair for several days, 
because most of the children had contracted the fever. 

On May tenth, these settlers were conveyed by 
wagon to their temporary shelters near Patterson 
Lake, which is between Oakburn and Olha. They 
lived in tents which the Government provided, while 
the land designated for them to settle on was being 
surveyed. Many of the adults had contracted scarlet 
fever but were fortunate to recover. 

For two weeks death reigned supreme and 
claimed the lives of forty-two children during that 
time. There were only four children that survived. 
The lucky four were Sam Chicheluk, Marion 
Woyshyshyn, Matwey Woychyshyn and one little 
girl, name unknown. The location of the cemetery or 
mound is five and a half miles north of Oakburn on 
Sec. 22-19-20. 

Sam and his parents settled on their first home
stead in l899-N.W. Sec. 6-20-23. George and Mary 
were blessed with seven children, Sam being the 
eldest; John; Matt; Ann; Jessie; Alice; Milton and 
Alex. 

The Chicheluk family attended the first church, 
St. Michaels, that was built in 1904. The first ser
vices were conducted by Rev. S. Didyk and Rev. N. 
Kryzanowsky. 

Mr. Boderski arrived from Winnipeg in 1905 and 
organized the first school in Olha. It was built in 1907 
on Anton Kalyshyn's farm. The first teacher was M. 
Basarabowich, followed by Kohyt Smattyk and 
Michael Nowasad. Sam attended Olha School No. 



1243 for three years, only in the winter months, 
because he had to help his parents in the summer. 

Sam was fourteen years old when he was able to 
leave home to get a job. He worked for Bob Brown, 
Jim Brown and also at Bob Peden's saw mill. 

Sam bought his first farm in 1919 which belonged 
to Trochny Mackedenski. He had farmed one year 
when he met Mary Derkach, daughter of Dmetro 
Derkach. They were married on February 10, 1920 in 
Lakedale Church. Sam brought his wife to his farm. 
Sam was a busy man working out all week and 
coming home on weekends only. 

Mary found it very lonely and was scared being 
home alone, most of the time. She got a neighbour's 
daughter, Martha Shermata, to stay with her. Mary 
and Martha had fun learning to use the outdoor bake 
oven which Trochny Mackedenski left behind. It was 
built on the road allowance near their home. Martha 
enjoyed helping Mary to remove the baked bread 
from the oven. Sam and Mary had two daughters, Ev 
and Ann, when they decided to look for better land in 
1925. 

They rented two quarters at first - NW 3-19-25 
and SE 10-19-25 - from Howard E. Hyde in 1925. 
Sam and Mary had two more sons, Matt and Adam, 
born on this rented land. They farmed a few years, 
until Howard Hyde decided to sell them the land, as 
he wanted to move back to United States. In 1930, 
Sam bought seven quarters from Howard for the sum 
of fifteen thousand dollars. They moved to their 
present farm N .E.Y4-1O-19-25. Sam and Mary had to 
work very hard to make the payments for their land. 
Sam had to take his four horse team to help build the 
Turkey Trail through Birdtail. In 1939, he bought his 
first threshing machine and went out threshing for 
others. 

Sam and Mary had four more sons, Sam Jr., 
Elmer, Sterling and Steve. That's when they decided 
to buy more land in the early forties. They bought 
one half section from Monty Hayball. In 1948, Sam 
bought N.W. Y4 26-19-25 from John Kostesky. 

Sam and Mary had eight children; Ev married Ed 
Kolt. They live in Toronto. Their two children are 
Maureen and Diane. 

Ann married Bill Reynolds. They live in Ottawa. 
Their three children are Ken, Jim and Donald. 

Matt married Olga Sebeski. They live on a farm 
in Birtle municipality. Their two children are Debbie 
and Terry. 

Adam married Nellie Kuzniak. They farm in 
Rossburn. Their three children are Darlene, Richard 
and Denise. 

Sam Jr. farms in Rossburn. 
Elmer married Betty Poworski. They live in Win

nipeg. Their two children are Diane and Randy. 
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Sterling lives in Winnipeg. 
Steve married Shirley Guenther. They live in 

Winnipeg. Their three children are Sandra, David 
and Jeffrey. 

Sam died in 1963. Mary, at 80 years, is still living 
on their farm with her son, Sam. Jr. 

by Adam Chicheluk 

Kornylo and Olha Chop 
Kornylo, born in 1881 was the oldest son of 

Andrew and Maria Czop, peasants in the village of 
Dubkiwci, Skalat region, Western Ukraine. In 1903 
he married Olha, the only daughter of Harasym and 
Maria Opleta Vel Wonitoway, of the same village and 
in that part of Ukraine known as Halychyna. Their 
first child, Nicholas, was born in 1904. Kornylo was 
serving in the army then, as was required. Many 
friends and relatives of his village had left to Canada. 
Before long he received news from his countrymen, 
telling him of this vast country and of large free 
lands. Inspired, he made a bold and daring plan to 
leave his land of birth for a better world. It was a 
decision of great effort for freedom for himself, his 
family, and his future generations. 

In the early spring of 1906 Kornylo Czop and his 
brother-in-law, Michael Opleta Vel Wonitoway, then 
a young student, travelled together on this long voy
age, leaving their families behind to join them later. 
From the port, they proceeded across Canada by train 
arriving in Shoal Lake, Manitoba. From there they 
were taken to his relative Sam Chop, in Menzies, 
where they received temporary shelter before he pro
ceeded to make his plans of settlement on a home
stead. On registration and a small fee, he received a 
quarter section 12-21-24 of unbroken land, twelve 
miles north-east of Rossburn, in the district of 
Mohyla. The family finally arrived on July 12, on 
"Petra" a special church holiday, Olha, her infant 
son, Olha's parents, and two younger brothers, Alex
ander and John. The new arrivals found families to 
live with before the log house was built. Natalia, 
their second child, was born that first winter on 
Christmas Eve, in Anton Dutkiewicz's house. After 
clearing some land and planting crops, Kornylo 
found the land very unsuitable. Within three years, 
Kornylo Chop (Immigration officers permanently 
changed the spelling of the family name) established 
himself permanently by buying a quarter section 
35-20-24 two miles south of the first homestead. He 
built another log house, bam and other needed build
ings, broke land, and planted crops. 

Meanwhile, this new community was rapidly 
growing so that by 1910 the first school, Mohyla 
School, was built. Kornylo, always an active mem
ber of the area, was a school trustee. Michael 



Back Row, Left to Right: Kornylo Chop, Anton Gluch, Nick 
Chop. Front Row, Left to Right: Natalia Chop, Andrew Chop, 
OlhaChop. 

Wonitoway (condensed family name) was the first 
teacher, and, the Chop's first born, Nicholas, had his 
first year at school. Two years later, Natalia attended 
the school. Many years later Andrew, born in 1915, 
continued the family trend. Many teachers boarded 
with the Chop family in this early period. To note a 
few of them: William Yakimischak, later a druggist; 
Dr. William Yarmey; William Wolachatiuk - who 
became a Senator, and Andrew Danyleyko. 

Being a first was often an experience for the 
courageous and adventurous Kornylo Chop. He was 
the first person in the district to acquire cars. To name 
a few of these: 1918 Model T Ford: 1929 Chevrolet; 
and the most notable, a 1931 maroon color Overland 
Whippet. Cars needed improved roads. As a rural 
counsellor, Kornylo was instrumental in upgrading 
and in opening new roads. Just south of and past his 
farm was one of these new roads. He was one of the 
founders of the St. John's Ukrainian United Church 
built at Pete's Lake. Many years later he was involved 
with his son Nick in the building of Ukrainian Peo
ple's Home, in the same area. 

He was also remembered for operating the first 
threshing outfit. In 1918 Nick was fourteen years old. 
He left school for good to join his father in running 
the threshing outfit. This was a father-son team that 
lasted two decades. The harvest season in the 
Rossburn region was always a busy time for all the 
people, and it was a long season if weather was good, 
even lasting three months or more - well into De
cember. Grain in stacks was dry and as threshing 
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outfits were few in the area, continued in the spring. 
Chop's first outfit was a Titan tractor and it was true 
to its Greek name, a giant of a machine in size and 
power that stood out for its greatness of achievement. 
This Titan he owned was a small one powered by gas 
or coal oil, pulled by four horses to stacks to thresh. 
Two other types improved models were used - a 
Hard-Parr outfit and his last, larger outfit, a Rumley. 
To get the harvesting done Kornylo and his family 
shared their efforts at harvest time as did their neigh
bours. They helped each other, as many hands were 
required in the fields. 

As the men did the harvesting, the women did 
outside chores, including milking of cows. They also 
cooked the meals for the large number of people 
needed to run the threshing outfits. Olha Chop was 
very quick to learn new ways of living. She acquired 
new skills. Notable were her baking of bread, churn
ing butter and making Canadian styled cakes, pies 
and preserved fruits. Her entries in the local Agricul
tural Fairs brought many first prizes. During the long 
winter months she spun wool using the spindle and 
later the spinning wheel. The yam was used to knit 
warm socks, mitts and scarves. 

Kornylo was an avid reader, so that he did lots of 
that during the winter. He possessed many books in 
the Ukrainian language. He subscribed to several 
newspapers. The Chop children, and often their 
friends, benefitted from this fine example of interest 
in book knowledge. They used the many volumes of 
literary works contained at the Ukrainian People's 
Home. Natalia and Nick were so close in age that 
they took part together, as a pair, in the performances 
of many dramatic plays and sang in the choir. Natalia 
had a remarkably strong voice, which she used to 
accompany her playing of the organ. This musical 
ability was due to Rev. Bay's wife who taught her to 
play the organ in church. In 1926, Natalia married 
William Shermeta. They farmed six miles south of 
the Chop farm. Taras was their only son. He lives in 
Edmonton with his wife, Viola and only son, Gray
son. Natalia's organ is now a prized family posses
sion in the hands of her only grandchild. 

In 1934, Nicholas Chop married Phyllis 
Klymkiw from Winnipeg, who was a school teacher 
in the Rossburn region, including the old Mohyla 
School of the home district. Another school teacher 
came of this marriage. The only child of Phyllis and 
Nick Chopp is Lesia Donna, now teaching school in 
Winnipeg. 

When Kornylo and Olha retired from farming in 
1946, their two sons operated the farm. Their 
younger son, Andrew, married a local girl from 
Mears, Mable Semaniuk. Within a few years the 
farm was sold and Andrew moved to Sudbury, On-



tario where he worked in the nickel mines and now is 
retired. Their daughter Betty is a graduate nurse. She 
lives in Toronto with husband Bruno Pen and chil
dren, Dana, Lisa and Andrew. 

Kornylo and Olha moved to the village of 
Rossburn. In their retirement they lived a quiet life as 
their health broke down. They now rest in the St. 
John's Cemetery, behind the little old church which 
they helped to build. 

Chrispin 
Fred and Ernest Chrispin came to Canada from 

Little Ousburn, Yorkshire England. Ernest 
(1880-1972) came first. He was a butcher by trade in 
England. He worked on the farm's of Sam Warnock 
and Alexander Young. Fred (1873-1952) worked in 
the coal fields for nine years in England before com
ing to Canada in 1907, and joined his brother at 
Young's for two years. 

Fred and Ernest Chrispin. 

Chrispin Brothers then bought a farm five miles 
south of town now owned by Jean Mervyn (Sec. 
36-18-25). 

In 1913, they rented the Jim Young farm at Bird-
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tail. In 1919, they bought Mrs. Alexander Young's 
farm NY2 12-19-25 and EY2 13-19-25 where they re
mained till 1944. They sold their land to John Kiez. 
They moved north west of Rossburn to WY21-20-25. 
This was a farm they had bought some years earlier. 

During their life span, they raised and fed a lot of 
cattle. All cattle were shipped to Winnipeg Tuesday 
morning by train. One Monday morning, Fred 
phoned Bums Co. in Winnipeg. He was told the price 
of cattle had dropped a few cents and he had better 
hold his cattle for a week. This was in the early 
Spring. Prices never did improve and these cattle 
were stall fed all summer. In the fall, they were too 
big to sell in Winnipeg, so he was advised to take 
them to England. Fred went with the cattle to En
gland. On arrival there, prices were so poor that he 
did not make enough to pay their passage on the boat. 
Apart from having a trip home to England, his cattle 
were a complete loss. 

Fred was always the spokesman as far as business 
deals were concerned. Ernest was consulted always. I 
can truly say I never heard a cross word spoken 
between them. 

Ernest was the cook and house keeper when they 
did not have hired help in the house. One episode in 
their life was when they decided to have pancakes for 
supper. Fred sat at the table and was eating as Ernest 
cooked the pancakes. When Ernest sat down to enjoy 
a supper of pancakes, there was only one left and that 
was in the frying pan. 

Another time, they were playing cards; one ac
cused the other of cheating. To settle the matter, the 
cards were put in the stove and there never were cards 
in the house after that. 

Fred passed away September 28, 1952 in Win
nipeg with interment in the Rossburn Cemetery. 

Ernest then sold WY2 1-20-25 to Mike Kostesky. 
He enjoyed travelling to both England and Australia. 
In his later years, he lived at Victoria, B. C. where he 
passed away on July 1st, 1972. 

Cleland 
Frank Cleland was the youngest of three sons 

born to Alex and Martha Cleland of South Mountain, 
Ontario. In the spring of 1907, after the death of his 
first wife, he decided he would like to farm in Man
itoba. Frank visited a brother in Oak River, Manitoba 
who hadjust bought the south half of 22-20-25. This 
was the former Jack Sinclair farm at Birdtail. Frank 
rented it from his brother and went back East and 
loaded his horses, some machinery and household 
goods into a Settler's car on the railway. The goods 
were shipped to Rossburn, arriving in time to put in 
the crop in the spring of 1907 (a very cold, late 
spring). 



Farming in those days was very much different 
than what it is now. There were no tractors so all the 
work was done with horses with a man to drive them. 
As Frank worked more land, he used three or four 
horse teams. That is a lot of horses to get ready for 
work. They all had to be brushed and harnessed 
while they were eating their breakfast. 

For the first few years in Manitoba, Frank hired a 
man and his wife. The man worked on the farm while 
his wife looked after the housekeeping. In 1911 Frank 
Cleland married Georgina Finch, the daughter of 
George and Isabella Finch. As time went on Frank 
wanted to buy the farm at Birdtail but there was no 
water. A deep well had been dug but it was dry. He 
decided to drill another well in the hopes of finding 
water. After drilling to 106 feet, the well driller, Mr. 
Beamish, feared that this well would also be dry. 
However, within the next few feet an artesian well 
was struck. This well is still flowing today. 

Because of the steady supply of water It was 
possible to raise more cattle. Hay was scarce so the 
cattle were taken to what was known as Tilson's 
Ranch, north on the Birdtail River in the Riding 
Mountain Park. Frank and Georgina lived there for 
three winters, 1917, 1918, and 1919. In the summer of 
1919 the cattle at the ranch were sold and the house 
that still stands on the farm was built. 

Frank and Georgina Cleland. 

Frank and Georgina had two sons, Alexander and 
David. Alex was born on December 20, 1911 at the 
farm in Birdtail. Dave was born on December 18, 
1914 also at home. Alex attended school for a short 
time in the fall of 1918 before going to the Ranch for 
the winter. This was the winter of a severe flu epi
demic that closed most of the schools in the area. A 
new Bruan School was now built, a mile north of the 
first school so that Alex and Dave only had a mile to 
go to school. 
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Everything was going along smoothly and quite 
well until the 1930's when the Depression struck. 
Then life was a struggle. During this time there was 
the severe drought as well as the economic depres
sion. Prices for grain and cattle were so low that the 
farmers had scarcely any income. Times were so 
hard that the government paid people to keep a hired 
man and give them board and room. About 1935 
there were prospects of an oil weIl in the Birdtail 
district. After driIling for several summers, the well 
closed without oil ever having been discovered. 

As times picked up, crops improved with more 
rain and prices rose. People were able to pay their 
debts and life became easier. 

After Alex completed his years at Bruan School, 
he attended high school in Rossburn. Following 
school he operated a garage at Birdtail for a short 
time prior to driving a truck for Elmer Grant. In 1937 
Alex married Elizabeth Carson and lived and worked 
on the home farm. They had two children, WendeIl in 
1939 and Elaine in 1941. Alex and his family lived on 
the home farm until he moved to Rossburn. WendeIl 
now lives on the farm with his family. (Wendell 
married Jean Armstrong of Sussex, England and they 
have three children - Sarah, Beverly and Richard). 
Elizabeth Cleland, wife of Alex Cleland died in 
1977. Elaine, married Delroy Stitt in 1963, and they 
live in Winnipeg with their children Gary, Brian and 
Robbie. 

Dave also attended school at Bruan and 
Rossburn. After leaving school he operated a general 
store at Birdtail for a time and then worked at the oil 
weIl for several years before he married Margaret 
Veitch, daughter of Margaret and Walter Veitch of the 
Birdtail district, in 1939. They had one daughter, 
Vivian, born in 1940. In 1942 Dave and his family 
moved to Winnipeg where he was employed with the 
Winnipeg Transit System. In 1946, Dave moved back 
to the farm and the foIlowing year bought a general 
store in Rossbum where he remained until 1961. He 
was employed for several years as a salesman work
ing out of Brandon until he retired in 1979. Vivian 

First home of Frank and Georgina Cleland. (Homesteaded 
and built by Jack Sinclair about 1902.) 



married Carman Bright and they and their two chil
dren, Charlene and Christopher live in Dartmouth, 
Nova Scotia. 

Frank Cleland lived and worked on the farm from 
1907 until the time of his death in 1946. During the 
years that Frank was on the farm there were many 
changes in farming techniques and in life in general. 
The hard times of the 1930's gave way to the greater 
prosperity of the' 40's. Through these many years the 
farm has continued to remain in the hands of the 
immediate family. 

W. A. Clubley 
by Morris Clubley 

Dad came to Canada in 1910 from Easington, 
Yorkshire, England to Ontario, working on a farm 
and also on a coal wagon in winter. 

He came west to Crandall, Man. in March, 1911 
where he got a position in Mr. Rowles' Meat Market, 
having spent five years in the trade in England. 

He moved to Isabella, Man. in the spring of 1912 
taking over the Meat Market there until moving to 
Rossburn in the spring of 1921. The Meat Market was 
bought from Mr. Shipley who moved to Russell. We 
stayed in a hotel south of the bank till our furniture 
arrived by teams and racks. 

Dad was interested in community affairs and 
spent some time on the Town Council and was a great 
follower of hockey teams that played in open air rinks 
at that time. 

In the summer of 1929 Morris took over the Meat 
Market and Norman and Dad went farming. Dad also 
bought and sold livestock, shipping by rail every two 
weeks to Winnipeg and sometimes to Montreal. 

Dad left Rossburn in 1948 to make his home in 
Birtle, where he carried on his livestock operation. 

Dad passed away in June, 1968. Mother came to 
Canada from Yorkshire in March 1911 to Crandall, 
Man. where she and Dad were married. Mother sang 
in the church choir and at concerts. 

Mother passed away in winter of 1948. Mother 
and Dad are both buried in Birtle Cemetery. 

Morris Clubley 
I was born in Crandall, Man. Dec. 29th, 1911, a 

day, Dad said was the coldest one of the winter. 
Children in those days were born at home with a 
midwife in attendance along with the doctor, who at 
that time was Dr. Fraser. 

At age 6 months we moved to Isabella where 
Dad took over the Meat Market. 

In 1918 Dad bought a farm north of town and 
farmed until the spring of 1921. I remember the first 
day I went to school, I took a pencil and scribbler 
with me and was met by a chum at the school gate. He 
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already had one year in school and he told me I didn't 
need them as the school supplied them. I hid them 
under a big water tank at the comer of the school and I 
took them back home at noon hour. 

While in Isabella the rink was built after the war 
years and were we happy to have a rink, as our 
skating and hockey was played on a slough. 

In the spring of 1921 we moved to Rossburn, 
going by team and two seater buggy called a demo
crat. 

Dad had bought the Meat Market from Mr. 
Shipley who moved to Russell, Man. On our way to 
Rossburn darkness came and we got lost, as the road 
was bad and in places we went through slough water 
up to the floor boards. Finally we saw a light in the 
distance and Dad said we will head for that light. As 
it turned out it was a light in front of the store at Vista, 
so we were a few miles east of our destination. I 
believe at that time, the store was owned by Mr. 
Sinclair. 

On arriving at Rossburn we stayed at the hotel for 
a few days until the furniture arrived by team and 
rack. The hotel was situated at that time south of the 
present bank. 

My first job as a boy was selling papers. Norman 
and I had an agency for the Free Press and another 
Winnipeg daily, so we had a little bit of spending 
money but our parents made us save also. Also, 
during the summer when I was fourteen I had ajob in 
the blacksmith shop owned by Mr. John Dupont. All 
day during summer holidays I would stand at the 
grinder run by a gas motor and sharpen disker blades, 
but I got ten cents an hour and thought I was a 
millionaire, which I was in my own mind. Lot of 
money for a young fellow in those days. 

A couple of summers, I worked on the farm for 
Mr. McIntosh half a mile south of town. Also, in the 
fall I would go out on the threshing gangs. I never 
went to school until freeze up. I also worked on the 
C.N. section for a summer. Mr. McMillan was fore
man at that time. A couple of names I remember 
who, also, were on the section were Mr. Budz and 
John Chicheluk. 

I also took a course in telegraphy at the station, 
took my test in Brandon, but never got a call as the 
crash came in 1929. 

As there was nothing for young men to do at that 
time, Dad suggested I take over the Meat Market, 
which I did, and Dad and Norman took up farming. 
Dad was also in the business of buying and selling 
livestock. During my years in the meat business I 
would go over to the stockyards on Monday evenings 
to help Dad sort and load the livestock in the stock 
cars. 

On one occasion Mr. John Cormack had just 



brought in six heifer cows to ship and wanted me to 
buy them for the shop as they were in good shape, but 
as I had a number on hand I could not handle them. 
Johnny said, _"you can have them for $60.00", I 
said, "I'm sorry John I still can't handle them." So 
John shipped them to Winnipeg and got a check back 
for $27.00 and some cents. Whenever we meet to this 
day, this topic always comes up. 

When we first hit Rossburn, Norman and I were 
pleased there was a rink to skate in, even if it did have 
poles up the centre to hold the roof up. It finally caved 
in one winter, lucky nobody was in it at the time. It 
was owned by Mr. King. 

Tom McDonald saw the need for a rink for the 
young people so he built an open air rink east of the 
C. N. station. Our second rink in the vicinity of the 
present Mr. Cormack's house was also an open air 
rink. We used to have some good hockey games with 
teams from miles around. 

I was married in June 1936 to Olive Barlow, sister 
of former druggist Colin Barlow. Our first daughter 
Lynne was born there in 1938. 

I carried on the meat business until 1941 when I 
joined the Air Force, was discharged in 1945 and 
bought the Meat Market in Birtle from Alex Munro. 
Our daughter Karen was born in Winnipeg in 1944 
and now lives in Headingly, Man. 

Olive passed away in 1964 and I married Mrs. 
Dolly Menzies of Solsgirth in 1965. I'm still living in 
Birtle where Lynne is married to Nelson Ewbank and 
has two sons. Karen has a son and a daughter. 

My memories of Rossburn are all good. 

Norman Clubley 
I, Norman Clubley, was born in 1913 in Isabella. I 

came to Rossburn with my parents about 1920. Ap
proximately then in 1928, they bought a farm known 
as the Wyness farm, north west of Rossburn. Later 
that year we moved to the south east quarter of the 
same section. There I lived with my parents until 
1937, when I married Elizabeth Strong, daughter of 
Wesley Strong. My parents moved to the Sinclair 
farm, leaving my wife and me on the home farm. 

We had three children, - Norman Lavern born 
in June of 1940, Betty Ann in 1945, and Linda Marie 
in 1949. 

In the Fall of 1946, my parents sold the farms. My 
family and I moved to the town of Rossburn. The 
following year we moved to Birtle where I worked 
with my brother, Morris in the Butcher Shop. 

In 1949 we bought the Butcher Shop from Emer
son Strong in Rossburn and continued the business. 
The following year we moved the shop over on to 
Mountain Road where we operated from, until 1974 
when we sold our lot and building to the Credit 
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Union. This terminated Clubley's Meat Market. We 
moved to Brandon where we still live. 

Our children are all married. Lavern has four 
children and lives in Calgary. Betty Ann is now Mrs. 
B. Campbell and has two children and also lives in 
Calgary. Linda Marie, now Mrs. M. Wilkins, has 
one child and lives in Lorette, Manitoba. 

Harold Collingddge 
Harold Collingridge immigrated to Canada with 

his parents from Essex, England in 1886. They set
tled and homesteaded on N. V2 14-18-25, 8 miles 
south of Rossburn, which was later and still is known 
as the Ekford District. A few years later, Harold's 
parents passed away and he continued on the home
stead. 

Harold married Mary Whyman of Vista. They 
travelled by horse and buggy to Russell for the mar
riage ceremony, and with his new bride continued to 
farm on the family homestead. 

From this marriage there were eight children: 
Wilbert, Elvie, Edmund, Jenny, Edith and Mary 
(twins), Vera and Harry. Jenny was drowned in a well 
at a very early age; Edith died, also very young, of 
infantile paralysis. This saddened the family as little 
Mary was also left crippled with paralysis. 

Along with their mixed farming, Harold was an 
ardent horse raiser and trader. It was not uncommon 
for him to have 40 unbroken horses at one time. He 
traded 15 horses to Alex Menzies for a quarter section 
of land four miles north of Vista, which was almost 
solid timber. With the older boys they would haul 
twenty-five to thirty loads of wood to the home place 
in the winter time for the Sawyer Massey steam 
engine to thresh the crop with the next fall - plus 
another twenty-five loads to heat the house. 

As with many other families, life wasn't always 
easy, and everyone had to work hard. They milked 
cows and made and sold butter to customers in 
Rossburn, some of whom were: Jack Lindsay, 
Howard Alexander, Myer and Louis Paisner. This 
brought more money than shipping a can of cream to 
the creamery, but a lot more work too, with only an 
ice house for a fridge. 

One winter Harold hand picked 40 bushels of oats 
for seed. Clean seed was scarce as also were cleaning 
facilities. 

They farmed with horses till 1945 when the first 
rubber-tired tractor was bought. 

They had the first telephone in the Ekford district 
on the Rossburn exchange. It was installed in 1928, 
in their small shanty house. In 1934 they built a new 
house. Just after they had moved into their new 
home, a cyclone went through their yard on July 1st, 
1935, demolishing the old house and fifteen other 



buildings. Some of the buildings were gathered up 
and reconstructed, but many were left not more than 
firewood. Chickens were blown away and trees were 
uprooted. Luckily the new house was untouched as 
the family sought protection from the storm in the 
basement. 

Over the years, Harold bought more land: S.E. Y4 
23-18-25 and S.E. Y4 26-18-25, which the second 
son, Edmund, and his son Wayne farm today. He 
rented other land as well. 

Harold passed away in October, 1950. Mary con
tinued on the farm until 1956 when she moved into 
Rossburn. She passed away in August 1958. They are 
both buried in the Rossburn cemetery. 

Son Wilbert married Ethel Brown and later Anne 
Buskal. From these two marriages there are fourteen 
children. Wilbert blacksmithed on the farm and later 
at Kelloe. He served with the R.C.A.F. in World War 
II. He continued blacksmithing at Quill Lake, 
Saskatchewan, till his illness forced him to retire. He 
and Anne now reside in Quill Lake, Saskatchewan. 

Daughter Elvie married Bill Bolton. They had 
five children. Bill passed away in 1958 and Elvie later 
married Archie Cameron. Archie passed away after 
an accident. Elvie now resides in Rossburn and is an 
ardent gardener and quilter. 

Son Edmund married Ada Manning. They have 
two children - Wayne and Rowena. Ed served sever
al years on the local school board. Wayne married 
Brenda Cameron in 1972. They also purchased addi
tionalland and started a purebred swine enterprise, 
holding a production sale on the farm each year. Ed 
and Wayne have won many ribbons and prizes at 
various fairs and competitions. They have sold pigs 
all across Canada and as far away as the U. S . A. and 
New Zealand. Rowena married Bill Kominko. They 
purchased and farm on the old Allister McKinnon 
farm near Oakburn. Rowena is an R.N., nursing at 
Dauphin and Shoal Lake after her graduation, and 
still nurses part-time at Shoal Lake hospital. 

Daughter Mary married Len Wakefield. She 
passed away in 1940. 

Daughter Vera married Jack Clayton and they had 
seven children. She later married Siebert Witteland, 
and they now reside in Creston, B.C. 

Son Harry married Johanna Ukrainetz in 1953, 
and have two children, Rodney and Kathryn. Harry 
and Johanna still operate the family homestead. 
After Harold's passing in 1950, Harry took over 
farming the family homestead after his return from 
the Korean War where he served in the Special Force 
with the P.P.c.L.I. 

They were the first breeders of Purebred 
Charolais Cattle in the district in 1964. They served 
on the Manitoba Charolais Association board for two 
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years, Harry as Director and Johanna as Secretary
Treasurer. 

In 1961 they bought the N.E. Y4 10-18-25 from 
Archie Kowalchuk; in 1967 they bought N.E. Y4 
3-18-25 from Merton Murray; and in 1972 bought the 
S.W. Y4 14-18-25 from the Dave Cameron estate. 

From 1962 to 1972, Johanna worked as telephone 
operator with the Manitoba Telephone System in 
Rossburn. 

In October 1978, Harry and Johanna accepted an 
assignment with Agriculture Canada in Tanzania, 
Africa, where Harry is a farm advisor on a large scale 
wheat project, sponsored by foreign aid. They plan 
to return to their farm in the near future. 

Harry Collingridge 

William Collins 
William Collins and his wife, Mary Ann Porter

field, came to the Birtle Municipality in 1886, they 
homesteaded NE Y426-18-25. 

Rossburn was their town, as their home was situ
ated one mile from the R.M. of Rossburn. 

In 1911 they sold their farm to William Johnston 
and moved to the R.M. of Rossburn farming four 
miles north of town. Later retiring to the town of 
Rossburn, their home is still there, north of the fair 
grounds. . 

They had a family of nine children - William, 
Chester, Josephine, Laurie, Lester, John, Jenny, Eliz
abeth and Thomas Collins. Five of the boys were in 
the army during the first Great War. 

William and Laurie were killed overseas. 
John is the only surviving member of the family. 
John and Annie have always made their home in 

Rossburn. 

Chester Collins 
Chester Collins married Iva Mae Taylor (nee 

LaChapple) on August 9, 1911 in St. Andrews Pres
byterian Church in Vista, Manitoba. 

Their children were Ernest, Clifford, Della and 
Effie. 

Chester and Iva Mae were farmers in the 
Rossburn area until moving to town. There was a 
brief period of their livelihood in Sudbury. They 
moved to Vivian, Manitoba where Chet commuted to 
his job in Winnipeg with B.A. Oil Company. 

Chet died on June 30, 1956 at the age of seventy 
two years in Vivian. Iva Mae lived her last years in a 
nursing home in Winnipeg and died at the age of 
ninety eight on August thirty first, 1979. 

Their family: -
Ernest was born June 25, 1913 and died Novem

ber25, 1970 in Winnipeg at the age offifty seven. He 



was married and had one child. He did electrical 
repair work in Winnipeg. 

Clifford was born July 26, 1914 and died Febru
ary 20, 1981 in Winnipeg. He was married and had 
five children. He was employed as a taxi driver in 
Winnipeg. 

Della was born October 11, 1916. She married 
Carson McKinnon of Rossburn who was born Sep
tember of 1916. They have a daughter, Lynne who 
married Terry Gibson and they have a son and a 
daughter. 

Bryan and Bruce are twins of Della and Carson. 
Della and Carson live at Beiseker, near Calgary, 

Alberta. 
Effie was born March 21, 1918 and married Roy 

Hetherington. They are retired in Rossburn now. 
They had three children. Sandra married Sterling 
Cole and they have four children. Effie and Roy had a 
son Gary who died accidently at age twelve in 1962, 
and a son, Ricky who also accidently lost his life in 
1973 at the age of eighteen. 

Donald is a son of Iva Mae Collins who was 
Taylor from a previous marriage. He is married and 
they have five children. He has his own electronic 
business in California. 

Effie served in the R.C.A.F. (W.O.) for two and a 
half years in the war of 1939-1945. 

Effie and Roy have lived in Edmonton, The Pas, 
Flin Flon and Thompson. Roy has been employed on 
the railroad and in the mines. They have been mar
ried now for thirty six years. 

John Collins 
John Collins was born July 14, 1894 and married 

Annie Danyleko, a daughter of John Danyleko on 
November 25, 1925. They had seven children, three 
boys and four girls. 

John and Annie farmed for five years, four and a 
half miles north of Rossburn. They moved to town to 
live with John's parents in the big two storey house 
north of the Rossburn Fair Grounds. (which still 
stands and is occupied by Annie's brother, Morris). 
John built the house they live in now on Mountain 
Road, shortly after the war, possibly about 1949. He 
worked with his brother, Chester at sawing wood, 
crushing grain, and ploughing town gardens. 

John served in the Army in the Great War for four 
years. 

John and Annie took care of his parents until their 
death. Mrs. Wm. Collins died January 14, 1948 and 
William in August of 1942. 

Their family: -
Willie served in the Royal Canadian Navy in 

World War II. He was married and they had two 
children. He died out at the west coast on December 
10, 1953. 
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Laurie was a mechanic. He died accidently at the 
age of twenty five, shortly before Willie's death on 
October 1953. 

Eleanor married Ray Butler and they have four 
children, one boy and three girls. They live at 
Fenelon Falls, Ontario. 

Caroline married Dave Stewart and they live in 
Neepawa. They have no family. 

Vina married Keith Passmore and they have seven 
children, three boys and four girls. They live in 
Regina. 

Edwin lives at home with his parents. 
Beverley married Henry Ponevas and they have 

three children, two girls and one boy. They live in 
Winnipeg. 

Lester Collins 
Lester Welbury Collins was born in the Birtle 

Municipality, six miles south of Rossburn, son of 
William Henry and Mary Ann (Porterfield) Collins. 
He attended Perth and Ekford schools. He farmed in 
the Rossburn area for a number of years and later 
bought grain at Vista with the Northern Elevator 
Company and at Croll, Goodlands and Alexander for 
the Manitoba Pool Elevators. Following this, he was 
an organizer for the Canadian Order of Forresters, 
receiving the highest award for his work. Later, Mr. 
Collins entered the Real Estate field and had his own 
business in Brandon. 

Mr. Collins married Elsie Hamilton in 1921 and 
they celebrated their fiftieth anniversary on July 20, 
1971. 

He was a member of the I. O. O. F. for sixty years, 
also with the C.O.F. for thirty five years and a mem
ber of the Woodmen of the World. 

Elsie and Lester were predeceased by daughter, 
Muriel in 1929. They also have a daughter Mrs. 
Marion Fell, grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

Lester passed away at his home on August 14, 
1977 after a lengthy illness and is interred in the 
family plot in Boissevain, Manitoba. 

Conley 
David and his sister Gertrude were foster children 

of Emily and Fred Walker since they were, respec
tively ten and twelve years of age. 

Dave and Gertie first came to Rossburn munic
ipality with the Walker's before they had moved to 
the farm in 1939. They holidayed at the home of 
William and Kate (his second wife) Butler. Dave 
stayed on for the winter of Butler's, then joined the 
Army in 1940. He was a prisoner-of-war for four 
years. On his return from overseas, he married Val 
Roman from Alexander and lives in Brandon. He 
now drives a Grey Goose bus to Flin Flon and Bran
don. Gertrude moved to the farm with the Walker 



Gertrude (Conley) Herbert. 

family and attended Chmelnycki School. In 1945, 
she married Barry Derlago of the Mears district and 
moved to Vancouver. She later remarried Fred Her
bert and has two children, Robyn and Lyle. She 
works in Vancouver General Hospital. 

Oscar B. Copping 

written by members of 
the Walker family 

Oscar Benjamin Copping was born on a farm 
near Newglasgow, P. Q., the youngest son of Charles 
Copping and his wife Susan (Rourk). He was the 
third youngest child in a family of nine. 

When Oscar grew up, he and Agnes Dunbar were 
married. Their first two children, sons, died while 
very young children. Their daughter, Ira Ethel, was 
born in 1912. 
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They moved to Rossburn in 1913 or 14 and rented 
land from William Grant, a few miles north of Sol
sgirth. He bought some farm machinery and a steam 
threshing outfit from the Grant family. They also 
bought a farm in the Rossburn Municipality, with an 
adjacent Y2 section in the Silver Creek Municipality. 
They moved onto their new farm to live there in 1917. 

In 1917 or 1918 Oscar built a splendid big bank 
bam, with a bank or grade on the west side of it by 
which a team of horses with a load of hay orfeed, etc. 
could be driven right into the huge loft. The walls of 
the stable part were built of field stone by a hired 
stone mason, Bob Jamison. The big bam is still 
standing at the time this is being written in 1982. 

When Ethel became school age, Colonsay school 
which was later built on that very farm and had not 
yet been thought of, Oscar and Agnes decided to 
move to Rossburn. They sold a Y2 section of their land 
to Agnes's brother,James Dunbar and a Y4 section to 
Ernest Sculley, but still keeping some of the farm. 
They bought a home in Rossburn (Tom Peden's 
place), and moved in to their home in Rossbum. 
Oscar continued to farm and also bought a Y4 section 
north of Bruan school. 

They made their home in Rossbum until in the 
early thirties they moved to Saskatoon where they 
made their home. Oscar passed on in 1951, pre
deceased a few years by his wife, Agnes. 

Ethel married Herbert W. (Bert) McEvoy. They 
lived in Rossbum for a few years. Their son, Haven, 
was born in 1937 while they still lived here. Later, 
they moved to where they bought a farm near 
Hawkestone, Ontario. 

Bert was an industrious and hard working man. 
He spent many years operating heavy equipment, 
such as draglines and bulldozers, etc. on con
struction projects. 

In later years when he had to semi-retire from 
heavy work, he took on night guard duty and part
time nursing in the men's ward at an institution in 
Orillia. Their daughter Sharon was born in 1946. 

They have five grandchildren. Ethel passed away 
in February 1982. Bert now makes his home in 
Orillia, Ontario. 

George Cormack 
George Cormack's family lived a number of 

years where they were born near Wick in Caith
nesshire, Scotland, with the exception of John, who 
was born in Canada. 

George Cormack and Margaret Sinclair were 
married, and started married life on a small farm, 
(what they called Crofts), in the area where they were 
born. George's Croft consisted of eleven acres, and 
they could not keep much stock. 



As they were living near the ocean, George pur
chased a fishing boat, and hired three men to help 
him fish, and was therefore able to keep the family 
they were raising, but only just, as there was a note 
left by George to say that he had to borrow money 
from his brother to bring the family to Canada. 

The names of their family were Margaret, Ben
jamin, George, Marjorie, Elizabeth, Annie, Minnie, 
Alexander, Christina, and John. 

George Cormack. 

George found that he was not going to be able to 
keep his family in Scotland, so in 1891 he went alone 
to Canada. The reason he chose the Rossburn district 
was because his wife had her three brothers who had 
settled in the Rossburn area. (Donald, George, and 
Jack Sinclair). 

He walked around the district until he found land 
to suit him on Section 20 Township 19 Range 24 in 
the Rural Municipality of Rossburn. 

After deciding where he wanted to live, he went 
back to Scotland, and brought the family to Canada 
in 1892. 

He found an old house belonging to a neighbor 
which he could use until he had his own house built 
on the farm. 
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A log house was built with the help of neighbors, 
and a log stable with a sod roof was erected as well, 
so the family moved into their buildings the follow
mg year. 

George Cormack Sr. had the misfortune of falling 
out of a democrat, and he hurt his back so badly, that 
he had to stay in bed for an entire year. 

The children had to go to Perth School which was 
three and three quarters miles from home. They used 
a democrat with two seats to transport themselves to 
school. 

They lived in the log house until 1904, when they 
moved into a very large house that they had built with 
lumber. 

George Cormack Sr. and Margaret were greatly 
interested in the work of the Presbyterian Church. 
George was chairman of the Board for a good many 
years, until 1916 when the Presbyterian and the 
Methodist Churches united and it was named the 
Knox United Church of Rossburn, Manitoba. 

Then in 1925, Church Union for all of Canada 
was passed but some Presbyerian Churches stayed 
out of union. 

Daughter Margaret married Stuart Stevenson of 

Standing: Margaret Murray Cormack, Ben Cormack. Sitting: 
Emelia O. Cormack, Emelia M. Cormack. 



Shoal Lake municipality, who was a farmer, and they 
had six children: George, Anna, Beatrice, Marjory, 
Bertram, and Douglas. 

Benjamin Cormack married Margaret Douglas 
and they had two children, Emelia and Douglas. He 
farmed most of his working years in the Municipality 
of Rossburn, Section 21 and Township 19 Range 24. 

Emelia was housekeeper for the family for a 
number of years, and is still housekeeping for Doug
las in the Village of Rossburn. 

Douglas worked on the farm for a number of 
years. He was greatly interested in trapping, hunting, 
and gardening. 

George Cormack Jr. married Margaret McKenny 
and was farming on Section 21 Township 19 Range 
24. They had a son and two daughters Melville, Ruth 
and Doris. 

Melville went to school and university and got his 
Dr. degree. He worked in many cities and he is now 
retired at Sechelt, B.C. 

Ruth married Wren Turner and has now retired 
and is living in Kelowna, B.C. 

Doris never married and is now living in Van
couver, B. C. 

Marjory Cormack was married to Thomas Howe 
and lived a number of years in the Rural Municipality 
of Silver Creek. When her husband died, she moved 
to Vancouver, B. C. They had a daughter Eileen and 
son Lewis. 

Elizabeth Cormack was not married. She did 
housework at her home and passed away around the 
age of thirty-five. 

Annie Cormack worked at home until she mar
ried Lorne Lawless. They lived on a farm near the 
Village of Rossburn. They had a family of two boys: 
George and Barrie. 

George married May Stewart and they live on a 
farm not far from Rossburn village. They had two 
sons and a daughter. Dwain worked in the Post Office 
for a few years, and is married and now farming with 
his father. Their daughter Glenda is married and is 
living in Winnipeg, and Kerry works in Winnipeg. 

Barrie was married to Jean Stewart and they had 
one son Thomas who is working in the Village of 
Rossburn. 

Barrie passed away and Jean, his wife, lives in 
Rossburn. Her son and his wife live on the farm. 

Minnie Cormack trained for a nurse and con
tinued in the nursing profession for many years. In 
later life she married John Pierce in Honolulu, and 
then retired to Santa Monica, U.S.A. 

Alexander Cormack started work as a carpenter 
and continued until he retired. 

Christina Cormack chose teaching as a profes-
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sion and then later joined the YW.C.A. in Edmon
ton, and worked there until she retired. 

John Cormack was the only member of the family 
bo.rn in Canada and his birth year was 1896. He was 
born in the old log house on the farm. There were no 
hospitals in the area in those years, but there were 
women in the district who attended mothers when 
babies were born. 

He said when he was around four years of age that 
he was given a birthday party. He felt very silly 
because his mother made him wear a red skirt! 

His sister Annie told him that she saved him from 
being carried away by a wolf one day out in the yard. 

He went to Perth School after he was six years of 
age. By that time they travelled in a one-seated buck
board because a democrat was unnecessary. 

The C.N.R. railway track went through Cor
mack's farm in 1905. The grades at that time were 
built with horses, and scrapers or slushers. The 
workers had a camp right on their farm near the creek 
and John said he used to go up and fool with the cook 
sometimes. 

Before the C.N.R. went through the area, all 
grain and livestock had to be taken, to Shoal Lake to 
be sold. 

In the early days on the farm, the grain was all 
cut with a binder and when the sheaves were dry, they 
were hauled in and built in a stack for the threshing 
machine. 

John's first experience of stack threshing was 
pretty rough. His uncle arranged to have a threshing 
machine brought in for threshing grain stacks. They 
were short of help and wanted to hire a man but he 
was away. So John said that he would go and he was 
just eleven years of age! 

They began to thresh at one p.m. and worked 
until eight p.m. without lunch. John got so hungry 
that he could have almost eaten his boots! 

John started work on his father's farm when he 
was eleven years old. He seeded his first crop that 
spring, but did not cut the crop that fall. He later 
seeded and cut the crops every year, and he went to 
school between seeding and harvest, and in the win
ter as well. 

He was undecided as to what he wanted to do, so 
he spent one winter clerking in V. W. Johnston's 
General Store in the Village of Rossburn, one winter 
in Agriculture College, and one winter taking sing
ing lessons in Winnipeg. 

His father and mother passed away in 1924. John 
then purchased the farm from the Estate, and he spent 
the rest of his working years farming. 

In 1926 he married Jessie Nickel of Solsgirth 
district and they had two children, Shirley and Mur
ray. 



Shirley taught school for a year and then became 
a registered nurse. 

Murray earned his Dr. degree in Economics in the 
U.S.A. 

John helped in the organization of the Manitoba 
Pool Elevators Assoc., and was president of the first 
Board. He also helped in the organization of 
Rossburn Cooperative General Store, and although 
he was not the first president, he was President for 
sixteen years. 

John was Reeve of the Rossburn Municipality 
from 1931 to 1937 inclusive, he was Mayor of the 
Village of Rossburn from 1968 to 1970 inclusive, he 
was on the Board of the Rossburn Agricultural So
ciety for many years, he was also Chairman of the 
Board of the Knox United Church for a long period of 
time, and John was aJustice of the Peace for 30 years. 
He sang many solos for weddings, funerals, con
certs, and church programs, as well as other special 
occasions. 

In the early days all farm work was done with 
horses, with the exception of the new Ukrainians, 
who came to Canada around 1900. They used oxen to 
do their farm work for a few years. 

Some tractors were used in the 1920's and after 
that, tractor farming increased very quickly, until 
horses were not used for any field work. 

Harvesting of the crops were on the same basis, 
changing from binders to swathers. Then some grain 
was harvested in one operation by the combines. 

In earlier days, the livestock were all stabled in 
barns which had to be cleaned with a fork and stone
boat every day. Then in later years, the livestock for. 
fattening were kept inside large pens with open sheds 
for the loose animals, and in the winter time all cattle 
were handled in this manner. The yards and sheds 
were cleaned with machinery once a year in the 
summer time and hay was fed in bales, and the chop 
in troughs. 

John and his wife Jessie were the youngest mem
bers of each of their families and are now the only 
ones living today. 

Benjamin Cormack 
Benjamin Cormack (1875-1961) the eldest son, 

was born to George and Margaret (Sinclair) in Caith
nesshire, Scotland. He came to Canada with his 
parents in 1892, who settled on a farm in the 
Rossburn district. 

In 1908, Ben married Margaret Douglas 
(1882-1950) of Campbelltown, Scotland. In May of 
1906, she had accompanied her mother and two 
brothers, Charles and James to Rossburn. Ben and 
Margaret farmed on N.W. 21-19-24 east of town until 
his retirement in 1944. 
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To Ben and Margaret were born two children, 
Emelia (1910- ) and Douglas (1914- ). They were 
educated in Rossburn school. 

Ben was a member of the Canadian Order of 
Forresters Court of Rossburn for fifty seven years 
and was secretary for forty years. 

Due to ill health for several years they had been 
restricted in being active in community affairs. 
Emelia and Douglas deserve a great deal of credit for 
their devotion and care of their parents during those 
trying years. 

Douglas has been blest with a green thumb and 
his garden of flowers and vegetables are an envy of 
the neighbors. Emelia is a busy home maker and is 
always interested in community affairs. 

They moved to live on Victoria Avenue in 
Rossburn in 1963. The welcome mat is always out to 
their many friends. 

Murdoch Mackay Cormack 
The Cormack family trace their origins to the 

Braun Croft, Clyth Estate, Parish of Wick, Caith
ness, Scotland in early 1800. Earlier records are 
being investigated. Migration to Canada came about 
in the late 1880s being as many families were forced 
to leave the highlands and islands of Scotland. Evi
dence given by George Cormack before the Royal 
Commission of Scottish crofters and cottars in 
1883-1884, paints a picture of desperation and frus
tration. To venture to the prairie wilds of Canada was 
surely no threat to the perils of starvation in the 
homeland. 

Of the nine children born to Benjamin Cormack 
(1801-1877) and Elizabeth Mackay who were mar
ried in 1832, two sons, George and Murdoch immi
grated to Canada. 

George (1844-1924) married Margaret Sinclair 
(1852-1924) in 1873. There were eleven children 
born to this family. (Their story is recorded 
elsewhere ). 

Murdoch Mackay Cormack (1846-1925) married 
Isabella Forbes (1848-1921) in 1877. In 1891, along 
with his brother, George, they emigrated to Canada. 
Murdoch with his wife and family took up a home
stead south and east of Rossburn. There were eight 
children, all born in Scotland. The oldest, Benjamm 
(1877) died in infancy. 

Jean (1878-1957) married Robert John Brown 
(1873-1960). They had seven children. Their story is 
told under the Brown heading. 

Elizabeth (1879-1959) had a brief business career 
in Thunder Bay, Ontario. 

Donald (1881-1934) worked on the farm. 
Christina (1882-1927) married Lewis Ross 



Sutherland, who maintained a creamery in Hanley 
Saskatchewan for forty five years. 

William Miller (1884-1963) lived at home. 
Marjorie (1885-1915) died at a young age. 
Alexander (1886-1959) lived at home. 
Isabella (1888-1961) was the youngest of the fam

ily. 
They were all devout Presbyterians and lived up 

to their faith. 
They loved the land and through hard work and 

determination they prospered throughout the years. 
Apart from Jean (Jennie) and Christina (Teenie) the 
family all chose to remain unmarried. 

Bella and Lizzie were talented with their needle 
work and enjoyed showing their crafts at the local 
exhibitions. They rated many prizes, too, along with 
their baking, garden produce and flowers. 

Much could be said about this Cormack family. 
They were hospitable and kindly in their own inim
itable way. A collection of pictures taken years gone 
by can relate stories of the past in their lives: the 
haying and harvesting of crops, the large flock of 
chickens and turkeys, the horses harnessed ready for 
the field work, the rows of fur pelts hung up on 
display, too, showed their interests in hunting, the 
big old house on the farm which in later years was 
destroyed by fire, and much more. Many happy 
times were had at the Cormack home. They loved to 
relate stories of their old home back in Scotland. 

If only they could have stayed young enough to 
carryon and maintain their land on the farm, how 
much happier they would have been. For health rea
sons and conveniences, they moved to live in the 
town of Rossbum in 1954. 

Craig 
William - son of John Gardner and Eliza (Otto) 

Craig, both of Ontario. May - daughter of George 
and Christina (Taylor) Fardell, from England and 
Scotland. 

William "Bill" Craig moved to the Ranchvale 
district with his parents, three brothers, Robert, 
Wilbert and Rowland also five sisters, Minnie, Flo
rence, Grace, Daisy and Thurza. The only living 
member of this family is Daisy (Mrs. Ab Sherritt) 
living at Langley, B . C. in her own home at the age of 
94 years. 

Bill got a homestead three miles from Birdtail 
(S.W. Y4 sec. 35-20-25) and on December 21st, 1915 
he married May Fardell, who had come from Scot
land at the age of twelve, with her parents and three 
sisters, Jean, Isabel and Christina. The Fardell farm 
was the next quarter section to Bill's homestead and 
before being owned by the Fardells, it had belonged 
to George Sinclair. The latter had lost both his wife 
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and son while living in this house and declared it 
haunted. He advised the occupants not to remain in 
this house after they heard of his death. Mr. Sinclair 
passed away on a Friday and the house burned to the 
ground on the Monday. 

Bill and May Craig with son Jack. (1917) 

Bill and May lived on the homestead until pur
chasing the Fardell farm, S .E. Y4 34-20-25, and mov
ing there, when the Fardells moved to B.C. for health 
reasons. The Craigs had six children, Jack, Jean, 
Alton, Maisie, Wilbert and Edna. All the children 
except Edna attended Bruan School. Bill did carpen
try work as well as farming and played the violin for 
school and country dances. In i941 they sold their 
farm and the family moved to Red Deer, Alberta, 
after Bill had suffered a severe stroke. They were 
living in Red Deer when Bill passed away in 1944 and 
in 1966 May married James Henderson. May passed 
away in September, 1978. 

Their son Jack married Muriel Corrigan and they 
have one daughter Marjorie. They live in Haney, 
B.C. Jean married John Elvers and they have one son 
Terrance. Alton married Esme Fairhead, they have 



three sons, Gary, Dale and Dennis and live in North 
Bay, Ontario. Maisie married Jack Groves and they 
have one daughter Katherine. Wilbert married Bev
erley Baker and they have a daughter Arnie and a son 
James. Edna married Reginald Braham and they have 
a son Russell and a daughter Rena. Living in Red 
Deer are Jean, Maisie, Wilbert and Edna. Jack served 
in the Navy during the last war and Alton served with 
the Air Force. John Elvers and Jack Groves both 
served with the Canadian Army overseas. 

In the early days, most of the family shopping 
was done in Rossburn at Malick Piekoff's store. A 
story the family remembers, is the time Malick 
talked Bill into purchasing a can of "dill pickles". 
Malick assured him they were something new and 
delicious, so Bill bought them as a special treat. 
When he got home and they opened the can, both he 
and May tasted the "Straw Like" ingredient they 
found and did not care for it. When they emptied the 
contents into the garbage bucket, they were amazed 
to see lovely little cucumbers tumble out. The next 
time they knew to look for the cucumbers and not eat 
the dill! 

submitted by Jean Elvers 

Back Row, Left to Right: Jack Craig, Grace Wilson, Willie 
Craig. Front Row: John Craig. 

Crookshanks 
The name Crookshanks goes back to the 

Crusades when some people were buried with 
crossed legs to show they were defenders of the 
cross. 

John Crookshanks, his wife Margaret, with three 
sons and a daughter emigrated in 1837 from London
derry. They went to the "Queen's bush" area which 
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the Canada Company was opening up In central 
southern Ontario. 

After John and the daughter died, Margaret and 
her four sons (one born in Peterborough) set out 
south with the household goods and cattle to Port 
Hope. They crossed by boat to Hamilton and hiked 
65 miles through bush to Wellesley Township in 
Waterloo County. The eldest son, James, was respon
sible for clearing the land and putting up the build
ings. He was aided by other settlers from the area. 

James married Sara Love and took over the Love 
farm. He built a small home across the road for Sara's 
mother and sister. 

Many things occupied their time. Clearing the 
land, planting, building, making clothes, candles, 
lead bullets, butter, cheese, soap, sugar, spinning and 
weaving. 

Sara also had to take care of their twelve children. 
The third youngest was Simon. Simon married Sarah 
Brown on March 23, 1898 at Hawksville, Ontario. 

Simon was a carpenter but fell from a ladder and 
was crippled. He also worked in a sawmill and had 
fingers on his right hand severed. Sarah was a seam
stress. 

They came to Manitoba by C. N. R. and while in 
Winnipeg Simon's pockets were picked. Important 
papers were recovered but he only had $3.00 when 
they arrived in Rossburn on April 1, 1905. It was 
lucky they had plenty of supplies. 

Simon farmed the quarter now owned by Alex 
Cleland. He also fixed harnesses and shoes for peo
ple from miles around. He was the president of the 
United Grain Growers. 

Sarah continued her sewing and was an ardent 
quilter. She never missed a quilting bee at the 
Ranchvale Hall where all the ladies met. She did 
knitting for the Red Cross in war time and taught 
Sunday School in the Ranchvale Church. Before the 
church was built, services were held in their home. 

Simon and Sarah had four children. Mervin, 
Aleda, Maynard, and Violet. 

Mervin farmed with his Dad and took over the 
farm when Simon passed away November 7, 1928. 
Sarah followed her husband in January 17, 1951. 
Mervin passed away July 27, 1966 after a short 
illness. 

Aleda married Clair Palmer, who passed away 
February 18, 1975. They had three children - Eliz
abeth, Wray, and Wilfred. 

Maynard married Marion Smith. Maynard 
passed away January 8, 1957. They had three chil
dren - Robert, Gordon, and Marlene. 

Violet married Charles Brown and they had three 
children - Calvin, Sheldon, and Lloyd who died 
July 4, 1945 after a short illness. 



Aleda, Violet and Maynard's wife, Marion, still 
live in Rossburn. 

by Eleda Palmer 

Sam Crookshanks 
Sam Crookshanks, at age 23, along with his 

brother, Andrew, came in 1882 from Millbank, On
tario to settle in the Valley district. He was third 
eldest of a family of twelve. He and Andrew travelled 
by train to Winnipeg. There they bought a team and 
sleigh and drove out to Rossburn. They built a small 
shack and stable and broke about ten acres of land. 
Their first crop was potatoes but those froze. Sam 
was the first in the district to own a team of oxen. In 
1885, a fire destroyed their home and stables but, 
with the help of neighbors, they soon had another one 
built. For the first few years, he worked for other 
farmers. He hauled grain to Birtle which took up to 
three days. In winter, they cut logs, and in spring 
floated them down the river to Birtle. Sam was a 
religious man. Each Sunday he walked to Church and 
back. 

In 1913, Sam married May Naish who had come 
out with her brothers and sisters from England a few 
years before. She was the only one of the Naish 
family to remain in the district. They had five chil
dren: Evelyn, District Health Officer in Edmonton, 
Adam, an agronomist in Indian Head, Margaret 
(Mrs. Victor Citra) in Vancouver, Charlie died in 
1948 after a long illness and Barbara, who married 
Norman Major. 

Norman and Barbara operated the Macleods 
Store in Rossburn for 26 years. They had four chil
dren: Garth, Manager of a Royal Bank in Calgary; 
Les, Personnel Officer for the Toronto Dominion 
Bank for Manitoba and North Western Ontario; Col
leen, a teacher, then married to Robert Andersen, a 
member of the R.C.M.P. and now living in Thunder 
Bay; Ronald, a member of the Dryden Police Force. 
There are four grandchildren. 

After retiring, Norman and Barbara moved to 
Brandon. Norman died in 1976. While in Rossburn, 
Norman was active in community affairs. He was 
Chairman of the local school board before it became 
Pelly Trail School Division. Then he served on the 
board for 22 years. He was interested in all sports and 
was an ardent curler and golfer. 

Sam Crookshanks died in 1944. Mrs. 
Crookshanks, now ~4 years old, lives in a Care 
Home in Victoria. While in Rossburn, Mrs. 
Crookshanks was superintendent of the Church, a 
member of the Red Cross and the W. I. 

Sam's brother, Andrew, eventually settled in 
Winnipeg. Another brother, Johnston, served as a 
Methodist Minister until retiring to Winnipeg. Still 
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another brother, William, a bachelor, farmed just 
south of Bruan School. 

Crowe 
William Johnson Crowe and his wife, Georgina 

Gammon Crowe and five children (Gertrude, Elliot, 
Ruth, Georgina and Florence) moved from Winnipeg 
to Rossburn to settle on 23-19-25W on May 9, 1915. 

The ages of the children ranged from Gertrude, 
ten years to Florence, three years. 

Mr. William Crowe, a third generation Canadian 
of Irish descent was born on a farm in Bruce County, 
Ontario. He came from a long list of farm families. 
Mrs. Georgina Crowe was born near Petticodiac, 
New Brunswick. On her father's side, Gammon, she 
was at least a fifth generation Canadian and her 
Mother, whose name was Sherman, was of tenth 
generation American stock. Her mother's grand
father was a brother of General William Sherman and 
of Senator John Sherman. The latter sponsored the 
well known U. S. " Sherman Anti-Trust Act. " 

Mr. Crowe was dairy inspector of the Province of 
Manitoba and a lecturer on dairy farming and cheese 
making at the University of Manitoba at the time of 
moving to Rossburn. He continued to combine these 
positions with farming for a couple of years, com
muting from Rossburn to Winnipeg. 

Three additional sons were born on the farm in 
Rossburn (there was no hospital) John in 1918, Mar
shall in 1921 and Harry in 1922. 

All the Crowe children went to school in 
Rossburn. Driving to and from school, in a buggie, 
or cutter, was often an experience. Once the horse 
became frightened and started running out of control 
on leaving the school yard. The buggie hit a tele
phone pole opposite Peikoff's store and broke the 
pole cleanly off at the base and the buggie was 
demolished. The occupants of this escapade were 
Georgina, Florence and John. Georgina suffered a 
broken arm, Florence was badly shaken up and John 
was temporarily knocked unconscious but otherwise 
unhurt. Somebody caught the wild horse and our 
father had to come into town to collect us. . 

As a small boy I remember hearing a crystal set at 
our neighbor's, the Black's, and a phonograph record 
at another neighbor's, Matt Hamilton. We kids used 
to go to Matt Hamilton's place, often on Sunday, 
because his farm backed on to the Birdtail Valley and 
the Birdtail River where we swam. 

The Crowe's moved from Rossburn to Winnipeg 
in July, 1931. 

Gertrude Crowe, became an artist whose work 
was fairly well known in Manitoba, married Watson 
Cochrane, a farmer at Silverton. Gertrude died in 
1950. 



Ruth, Georgina and Florence became teachers. 
Elliot entered the broadcasting business in Win

nipeg after the war. 
John is a chartered accountant and businessman 

in Toronto.Marshall has held very senior government 
positions, including Deputy Secretary of the Cabinet 
in Ottawa, Assistant to the Prime Minister, Chairman 
of Canada Development Corporation, Chairman of 
the National Energy Board and now has his own 
consulting firm in Ottawa. 

Harry is Dean at York University in Toronto and 
Professor of History. He is also a well known lecturer. 

All the boys, Elliot, John, Marshall and Harry 
served overseas in the Army in World War II. 

In many ways our family still thinks of Rossburn 
as "home" and the experiences we had there had a 
powerful formative effect on our lives. 

Our father's brother, Jackson Crowe was Presi
den.t of 1. 1. Crowe Lumber Company which had the 
lumber yard in Rossburn for many years. 

William Crowe started up the first cheese factory 
in the Rossburn district. 

The Crowe farm was sold to the Pomehichuk 
family in the early 1940's. 

by John W. Crowe 

Danyleyko 
Amongst the first Ukrainian settlers to arrive in 

Rossburn, Manitoba, were the Danyleykos. 
Wasyl was born in 1847 in the Village of Horo

sheva, located in the district of Borshchiew in West
ern Ukraine. His wife, Yarena of the Yarmey family 
was born in 1857 in the same village. 

They, like ever so many of their countrymen, 
foresaw a much better future for their young family. 
So definitely decided to emigrate to Canada. 

Accompanied by a few relatives, they left their 
native land in the Spring of May lO, 1899 with their 
four sons: John, eighteen; Dmytro, thirteen and a 
half; Marko, seven; Fred, four. A son, Hrysko 
(George) stayed behind to finish his three years of 
compulsory military training. He joined the family 
later. 

They arrived at the port in Montreal a month later. 
From there, they travelled by train to Shoal Lake, 
Manitoba. They were transported by wagon teams to 
the Rossburn municipality. They were lodged in ele
vators and large tents till agents from the government 
could get them on land which was to become their 
homesteads. 

Wasyl and Yarena settled in the Pete's Lake area. 
(SE 20-20-24). 

The first year was the hardest, for they not only 
had to build a shelter, but also dispell all doubts they 
may have begun to harbor in their minds. They were a 
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hardy people with great persevering power. Faith and 
hope guided them forever onward. 

A son, Andrew, was born in the late fall of the 
same year they settled in the area. 

John and Dmytro went out to work on farms of 
established settlers in the surrounding area. They 
often walked to Hamiota and carried packs of flour 
and other necessary staples back to their parents' 
homestead. Their pay cheques were the only means 
of survival. Gradually, they were able to purchase 
oxen and necessary farming equipment. 

Marko helped around the farm while Fred at
tended Hranko school. Andrew also went to Hranko 
school. 

Wasyl and Yarena Danyleyko. (1914) 

Wasyl assisted in organizing a Ukrainian Inde
pendent Church. The Church was built on the Panas 
farm. It later burnt to the ground. Their home was 
open to all who cared to call in. Ministers and their 
families who served the early churches often stayed 
with them. Yarena was called "Mamma" by many of 
the younger people in the neighbourhood. She paid 
very little attention to the community gossipers. 



She'd remark, "There isn't enough cotton-batten to 
stuff their mouths with." Wasyl passed away June, 
1915. His final resting place is in the little cemetery 
on the Panas Farm where their first Church was built. 
Yarena passed away in October 1924. Her final rest
ing place is in the cemetery where the new Church 
was built, commonly called Pete's Lake. 

Andrew attended Rossburn High School and then 
normal school in Winnipeg. He became a school 
teacher, a profession he held for many years both in 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan. He was very musically 
inclined. During his many years of teaching, he 
organized and conducted many choir groups. He 
married Eugenia Krawchuk, a secretary. They had 
one son Eugene, two daughters, Sonia and Donna. 
Andrew passed away in 1962. Eugenia lives in Win
nipeg. 

Hrysko (George) married Filyna Kornyk. They 
had seven children: Paul, Wilbert, Marion, Jessie, 
Emily; two died in infancy. They farmed in Mohyla 
district. Hrysko passed away in 1959 and Filyna, in 
the 1960's. 

In 1906, John married Yustina Yarmey. They had 
sixteen children: Morris, Wasyl (Bill), Peter, Jack, 
Theodore, Maxim, Steve, Walter (deceased), Annie, 
Irene, Lillian, Alice, Rosie (deceased), Phyllis, 
Pauline, and Adele. They farmed near Bruan school 
area. John passed away in 1954. Yustina died in 
1972. 

Fred married Annie Ewasiuk in June, 1921. They 
had three sons: Alexander, Andrew and Leonard. 

Fred was in the armed forces in the first world 
war. The war ended the day his Battalion left Halifax 
Harbour to go overseas. They farmed in the Pete's 
Lake area. Annie passed away in 1948. Fred lives in 
the outskirts of Rossburn (deceased 1980). Marko 
lives in Rossburn (deceased 1980). 

Nastia and Dmytro Danyleyko in 1955. 
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Dmytro settled on Section 20-20-14. Dmytro 
married Nastia Kozak, only daugther of Dmytro and 
Maria Kozak, February 5, 1911. There they had six 
children: Wasyl, Annie, Mary, Filyna, two daughters 
died in infancy. 

Dmytro, in partnership with John and Marko, 
purchased a Red River Threshing Machine and a 
Case engine. As they had little crop, they used to 
thresh in the surrounding district as well as at estab
lished farms for many years. They'd finish and come 
to thresh their stacks even after freeze-up. 

Dmytro was strictly the separator man. He knew 
practically nothing about the engine. Marko was the 
engineer. Once, when Marko was ill, Dmytro some
how started the engine but no way could he stop it. It 
was heading for a lake and Dmytro in excitement 
started shouting, "Whoa! Whoa!" Andrew heard his 
shouts and came quickly to the rescue. 

Being rather progressive, Dmytro decided to buy 
more land. He bought the original Richard Rose Ross 
Farm from a Mr. Andrew Maskiw (35-19-25). In 
March 1921, Dmytro and Nastia and their four chil
dren moved there a mile west, half a mile north of 
Rossburn. They farmed there for eighteen years. 
There, four daughters and four sons made their ap
pearance: Irene 1921, Vera 1923, Olga 1924, Eugenia 
1928, Andrew 1926, Michael 1931, Taras 1933, 
Bohdan 1935. They all attended school in the Village 
of Rossburn. 

During the drought and depression years, 
Dmytro was unable to keep up his payments so he 
gave a "quit claim" to the agent. He bought a strip of 
land (34-19-25) along the B irdtail River where they 
resided from 1940 to 1953. They sold the Section 
20-20-24 and the strip along the river and retired 
from active farming to live in the Village of 
Rossburn. 

Dmytro helped to organize a Ukrainian Indepen
dent Congregation. The church was built on the 
Panas farm near Fish Lake (now Rossman Lake). 
Later the church burned to the ground. A new Church 
was built on the parcel of land donated by Dmytro 
and Maria Kozak (now Pete's Lake). 

During the flu epidemic of 1918-1919, Dmytro 
helped many families. He officiated at the burials. 

Dmytro served as director for a few years for the 
Manitoba Pool Elevator Association. 

Dmytro and Nastia bequeathed two thousand dol
lars to the United Church in Rossburn. A bequest of 
two thousand dollars was also made to the Senior 
Citizens' Manor in Rossburn. Dmytro passed away 
April 28, 1968, Nastia - May 2, 1971. Their final 
resting place was in the cemetery adjoining the St. 
John's Ukrainian United Church where they 
faithfully worshipped for over five decades. 



The eldest son, Wasyl (Wes) married Alice 
Nadeau in 1939. They have a son Joseph and a daugh
ter Juliette. They live in Cobalt, Ontario. 

Andrew married Delores Evans in 1948. They 
have six children: George, Richard, Craig, Darrin, 
Alan and Bonnie. They live in Victoria, British Co
lumbia. 

Michael married Shirley Egan in 1959. Their 
children are Michael, Murray and Michelle. They 
live in Edmonton, Alberta. 

Taras married Carolyn Egan in 1961. They have 
two children: Grahame and Tracy. They live in Ed
monton, Alberta. 

Bohdan married Doreen Inslinger in 1957. Dor
een passed away. He married Hazel Evans in 1976. 
They live in Cranbrook, British Columbia. 

Mary married Peter Kalynuik in 1935. They had 
two sons: Edward and John. Mary died in 1978. Peter 
resides in Port Colborne, Ontario. 

Irene married Richard (Dick) Yaskiw in 1942. 
They have three children: Marcel, Lome and 
Darlene. They live in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Vera married Roger Leon in 1951. They have 

seven children: Gary, Gregory, Geoffrey, Graham, 
Grant, Giselle and Gayle. Roger passed away in 
1966. Vera lives in WeIland, Ontario. 

Olga married Maurice Travis in 1948. They have 
four children: Samuel, Guy, Laura, and Cindy. They 
live in WeIland, Ontario. 

Eugenia married Walter Myden in 1952. They 
have two children: Gary and Donna. They live in 
Fisher Branch, Manitoba. 

Filyna lives in Brandon, Manitoba. 
Anna (Annie) married John Skavinski in 1943. 

They had six children: Maria, Sonia, Bronyk, Ed
ward, Daniel (passed away at age 25), and Zigmund 
(passed away in infancy). They live in Thunder Bay, 
Ontario. (John passed away on July 19, 1980). 

contributed by Annie Skavinski 

Oerkach 
In the study of Canada's history, especially the 

history of western settlement, the impact and contri
bution of Ukrainian settlers in the development of our 
great nation cannot be overlooked. The exodus of 
peasant families from central Europe, seeking free-

Part of Dmytro and Nastia Danyleyko family. Back Row, Left to Right: Olga, Peter Kalynuik, (son in law), Mary (Peter's wife), Michael, 
Taras, Eddie Kalynuik, Irene with Marcel, Eugenia, Dick Yaskiw with Lorne. Front Row, Left to Right: Bohdan, Johnny, Nastia, 
Dmytro, John Danyleyko. 
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dom and opportunity in a new land, was dramatic to 
say the least. Aware of the possibility of extreme 
hardship and even loss of life, these brave and deter
mined people pushed onward to open and develop the 
western frontiers of Canada. Today we, their descen
dants, look with pride at the contributions to our 
nation's history, and the dedication to success, of 
these brave pioneers. 

One such family, among many, was that of 
Dmetro Derkach. As a peasant farmer in the western 
part of Ukraine, he had listened to stories, about this 
new land of freedom and opportunity, from agents 
looking for potential immigrants. The desire of being 
free to work for oneself and also the opportunity for 
the children, grew ever so strong in Dmetro's mind. 
Just as many other peasants Dmetro and his wife 
were obliged to work for a landlord, making hardly 
enough money to keep their family alive. Their own 
piece of property consisted of a house and enough 
land to grow a garden and a bit of grain. Dmetro and 
his wife resided in the village of Ilawche in the 
country of Terebowlia in Western Ukraine. 

Dmetro was married to Anna Matiowska of that 
same country. In 1877 their first son John, who much 
of this account centres around, was born. Later 
Dmetro and Anna were blessed with a daughter 
Irene, and two more sons, Michael and Hnat. As the 
family grew up, the care of the younger children was 
left to the eldest, John, while both parents were away 
working the landlord's fields. This meant that any 
formal education for the children was out of the 
question. When John was still very young his mother 
Anna became ill and in 1892 she passed away. Life 
became extremely difficult with John taking full re
sponsibility in caring for the younger members of the 
family. In 1893 Dmetro married again. He took as his 
wife Rosalia Parobec who had a young daughter 
Martha. Later the family grew by another three chil
dren. Wasyl was born in 1894, Nicola was born in 
1896 and Theodore was born in 1898. 

The family had grown to a size where it became 
necessary for John to find employment. This he did 
and took a position as waiter for his father's landlord. 
But once again the salary was barely enough to 
survive on. John's earnings were pooled with the rest 
to keep the family in food and clothing. 

By this time Dmetro had made his mind up to 
take the entire family to the new land. Making neces
sary arrangements was a slow process but by the 
autumn of 1899 everything was in place and the 
family was making preparations to leave their home
land. It was at this time that Austrian Authorities 
informed the family that their eldest son John, would 
have to stay behind and serve in the Austrian Army. 
Because he was of age John was forced to enlist in the 
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early part of 1900. In April of the same year the rest of 
the family "set sail" for Canada. The journey was 
difficult especially for the children. Dmetro's young
est son Theodore became very ill on the ship and 
died. He was buried at sea before they reached the 
Halifax harbour. 
Difficult but free 

Once in Canada, families boarded a train in 
Halifax and came to Winnipeg. Here they spent a few 
days gaining information and receiving some sup
plies. Each family would be provided with a tent to 
shelter them while they constructed their new homes. 
From Winnipeg Dmetro and his family were taken to 
Shoal Lake. At this point families were grouped and 
taken by wagon train to their final destinations -
their homesteads. Dmetro and his family settled and 
homesteaded the N.W. Y4 of sec. 36, twnsp. 20, 
range 26. Once at their new site, a piece of land was 
cleared and a log cabin was built of logs. The cabin 
was small with a sod roof, mud filled logs and a dirt 
floor. The furniture was carved out of logs which 
surrounded the cabin. To see them through the on
coming winter, each family was granted some provi
sions since the first year was without crop or garden. 

John was discharged from the Austrian army on 
April 26, 1901 and immediately set out for Canada. 
He arrived in Halifax in late May of 1901. He reached 
his father's home in late June of the same year. The 
underdeveloped farm could not support the whole 
family so John set out once more to find employ
ment. He travelled on foot to Brandon and obtained a 
job on the Trans-Canada railway which at that time 
was making its way through the Rocky Mountains. 
He was taken to British Columbia and worked at 
Field, B.C. where he carried dynamite to a blast 
crew. The task was dangerous and several of John's 
work mates were injured and several lost their lives. 
John decided then to return to Manitoba. He found 
employment at Hamiota working as a harvest hand 
for a farmer. Here he learned to understand the basics 
of the English language. After the harvest was over 
John found his way back to his father's farm. While 
visiting with his family John was approached by Mr. 
George Walko to purchase a quarter section of land 
northeast of his father's farm. Mr. Walko had arrived 
in Canada in early 1900 and had built a small cabin on 
the property. He was not happy with Canada and 
wanted to return to his homeland. John purchased the 
land SE Y4 28-21-25 and a log cabin on it for $75.00 
and was now ready to begin his own homestead farm. 
That winter time was spent clearing logs and visiting 
and getting acquainted with friends and neighbours. 

Dmetro and Rosalia had spent one successful 
year in Canada. Times were difficult but the joy of 
being one's own boss seemed to overshadow the 



hardship. Dmetro and Rosalia went on to have three, 
more children when in Canada. These were Mary 
born in 1900, Barbara born in 1903 and Nellie born in 
1907. 

Owning a farm was a step forward for John and 
his thoughts now turned to matrimony. Choosing a 
wife was an important step and in many instances 
love was not the major ingredient. In the fall of 1902 
John and his father were invited to another pioneer's 
home not far away. Mr. George Hyra had come to 
Canada in 1900 and had settled in the same district a 
mile from Dmetro Derkach. 

Domicella Zarski, daughter of Mike and Frozina 
Zarski lived in the village of Shmankiwci in the 
county of Czortkiw, Western Ukraine. She had one 
sister, and two brothers. Her father passed away at the 
early age of 46. When the neighbors began prepara
tions for a departure to Canada, Domicella decided 
to come to Canada as well. The George Hyra family 
consented to look after her while they travelled to 
Canada. This family arrived at Halifax in May of 
1900. Domicella was twenty years old at the time. 
When the Hyra family reached their homestead and 
settled in, Domicella decided to look for work. She 
was successful at obtaining a job at a boarding house 
in Solsgirth. She worked there for a period of two 
years. While working, she met a young man who 
proposed to her and together they planned to move to 
Saskatchewan after their wedding. There, they would 
find a homestead and begin farming. 

In the fall of 1902 Domicella returned to the 
George Hyra home to invite them to her wedding. 
Upon revealing her plans she found Mr. Hyra some
what disappointed since he nor his family knew much 
about Saskatchewan. Mr. Hyra told Domicella about 
John Derkach and insisted on their meeting one an
other. The two met at Mr. H yra 's home and before the 
young couple knew it, plans were being made for the 
two to get married. After much consideration 
Domicella agreed to leave her fiance and to marry 
John Derkach. John was obliged to pay Domicella's 
first fiance's expenses in his preparation for the wed
ding. This was done and John and Domicella went 
about the planning and preparation of their own wed
ding. Domicella moved to Dmetro's house and John 
set out to invite guests and make the wedding ar
rangements. Two weeks passed before he returned. 
John and Domicella were one of the first couples in 
the area to get married in Canada. They were married 
in the Olha Greek Catholic Church on November 26, 
1902. They moved to their new home, a log cabin, on 
the SE Y4 28-21-25 where they began their lives 
together. John returned to work in the Hamiota area 
in the spring of 1903 and worked each summer until 
1908. While he was away the caring of the farm and 
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John and Domka Derkach, with their family in back row. Left to 
Right: Nicholas, Annie, Mary, Michael. 

the work was done by his wife. John would return to 
his home from time to time and again the journey was 
made on foot. As time went on they bought a cow and 
the little farm began to take shape. 

The rest of Dmetro's family were growing up 
quickly, and one by one, they set out to find their 
future and fortune. Irene the eldest daughter married 
Stephan Nychyk in 1903. They lived and farmed in 
the Olha district. They had six children, some of 
whom are still living in the area today. They were -
Annie, Mary, Rose, Peter, Mildred and Stephie. 

Michael married Olana Naherniak in 1906. They 
lived and farmed in the Silver Creek Municipality. 
They had nine children. They were - Jessie, Anne, 
Teklia, Rose, William, Alex, Thomas, Roy and Mer
VIn. 

Hnat married Teklia Wolskey and they farmed in 
the Seech area. They had seven children. They were 
- Margaret, Anne, Mary, Rose, Lena and Nellie. 
They also had a baby boy who died at a young age. 

Wasyl married Lena Staveshny. They also lived 
in the Silver Creek Municipality. Later they moved to 
Detroit where Wasyl worked in a factory. Three years 
later they moved to British Columbia. They had ten 
children. They were - Nellie, Rose, Anne, Steve, 
Pauline, Olga, Tinnie, Omar, Emily and Helen. 

Nicola married Edna Goletz. They lived in the 
Silver Creek area for a time and later moved to 
Winnipeg and then to Toronto. They had five chil
dren. They were - Dmetro, Harry, Peter, Olia and 
Mervin. 

Mary was married to Sam Chicheluk. This cou
ple farmed south of Rossburn. They had eight chil
dren. They were - Eva, Ann, Matt, Adam, Bill, 
Elmer, Sterling and Steve. 



Barbara was married to Stephan Bilinsky. They 
lived in several communities in Manitoba as Stephan 
was a teacher. They later made their permanent home 
in Winnipeg. They had one son - Omar. 

Nellie married Mike Deliper. They lived in Win
nipeg. Nellie died when she was very young leaving 
one daughter - Lesia. 

Martha was married to Mike Hrubeniuk and re
sided in the town of Russell. 

Dmetro and Rosalia Derkach and their daughters. Left to 
Right: Mary, Nellie, Barbara Derkach. 

Dmetro Derkach lived on his farm northwest of 
Rossburn until his death in 1931. He was buried at the 
Lakedale cemetery. His wife Rosalia married again. 
She married Metro Glushka and lived on his farm 
until she died. She was buried at the Orthodox ceme
tery north of Angusville. Dmetro Derkach's home
stead farm was sold to Mr. Anthony Penonzek after 
Dmetro's death. Today the farm is owned by the 
family of Mr. Nicholas Kostiuk. 

Religion played an important part in the lives of 
these Ukrainian pioneers. The only church in the 
surrounding region was at Olha, Manitoba and this 
was a considerable distance away. A travelling Cath
olic priest by the name of Rev. S. Delarie visited the 
Ruthenia or Glen Elmo community in 1904. Neigh
bors got together and were able to celebrate their first 
liturgy in their community. The service was held in 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Wladyka. This type 
of service continued over the next several years, 
since the community had no resources to build a 
church of their own. Finally in 1909 a church was 
started. It was constructed on a parcel of land in the 
southwest comer of the SW Y4 28-21-25. In the sum
mer of 1910 the little church opened with the celebra
tion of the first liturgy that summer. It was christened 
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the Ukrainian Catholic Church of Ascension. Mem
bership to the church was set at $75.00 to help pay for 
the church. For most people this was a major sum of 
money. John Derkach found himself borrowing the 
money and paying the loan back over a two year 
period. Today this little church still stands and ser
vices are still held there from time to time. 

During this same period of time, the need arose 
for a school in the area since now there were many 
young school aged children in the community. A 
small school was built in 1909 on the SE Y420-21-25. 
The little schoolhouse was called the Ruthenia 
School and represented the Ruthenia School District 
#1259. 

As the years passed the community saw a need to 
have a library. John and a few neighbors got together 
and organized a library society. They called the 
group The Literary Society of Taras Schewchenko. 
With twelve members, they began collecting books 
from book stores as well as individuals. The library 
was placed in Mr. and Mrs. Dmetro Olynyk's home. 

To pass the time groups were organized and one 
which played a significant part in the community was 
the drama society. From time to time drama produc
tions were put on and soon the community pooled 
their resources once more and built a hall on SE Y4 
20-21-25. The hall was built in 1934, unfortunately it 
burned in 1940 and another hall was built where it 
now stands close to the church. 
John Derkach's Family 

After five years of marriage John and Domicella 
were ready to begin raising a family. Their first child, 
a son, was born December 19,1908. According to the 
Julian calendar, this was St. Nicholas Day in the 
Ukrainian Catholic faith, and so they named their 
first son Nicholas. Their second child, Anne was 
born on December 22, 1912. Mary the third child in 
the family was born August 17, 1914. Their fourth 
child, a son, Michael was born February 28, 1919. 

With a family now, John was ready to expand his 
farming operation. In 1919 he purchased the neigh
boring quarter of NE Y4 22-Ll-28 for a sum of seven
teen hundred and fifty dollars ($1750.00). This 
parcel of land was still mostly forested and again the 
task of clearing and developing had to begin. Later in 
1927 John purchased one more parcel of land, NE Y4 
22-21-25. 

Time seemed to pass quickly, and with the family 
growing John realized the need for a new and better 
home. In 1918 he began the construction of a wood 
frame house. The house was completed and the fam
ily moved into their new home in 1919. 

By this time the community was in good order 
and the need for a post office was imminent. The 
community circulated a petition to open a post office 



in the Ruthenia District. A total of thirty-three names 
appeared on the petition. The community submitted 
the name of Nicholas Derkach, John's oldest son to 
act as Postmaster. The request was granted and on 
August 15, 1929 the Post Office was opened in the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. John Derkach with Nicholas 
acting as Postmaster. 

John Derkach's children were growing up rapidly 
it seemed. In 1930 Anne, the eldest daughter met 
Mike Kuz, and on September 27 of the same year the 
couple was married. They moved to a farm in the 
Miniska district near Russell where they still reside 
today. Mike Kuz and Anne were blessed with five 
children. Their oldest, a daughter, Mabel is now 
married to Chester Magnowski. They had two chil
dren and reside in Russell. Leona, their second child 
is married to Edward Twardowski and they have one 
child and reside in Russell. Lawrence the third child 
and eldest son is farming and resides with his mother 
and father. Caroline the youngest daughter is married 
to Metro Paziuk and they live and work in Winnipeg. 
William the youngest child is married to Evelyn 
Lobert. They have one son and live on the original 
farm site where Mike and Anne lived. 

In January of 1933 Mary, John's and Domicella's 
second daughter was married to John Naherniak. 
They moved to a farm two miles to the south of John 
and Domicella's home place. They farmed there, 
raising one daughter, Nadya until 1963. At that time 
they sold their farm. John sought work on a lake boat 
on the Great Lakes in Ontario. In 1966 he and Mary 
returned to Rossburn where John took the position of 
town constable. John and Mary also took the respon
sibility of caring for Mary's mother who was living 
alone in her home. John suddenly passed away in 
1979. His wife Mary still lives in Rossburn. Nadya, 
their only daughter is married to Eugene Halowski 
and they too live in the town of Rossburn. 

Nicholas the eldest son of John and Domicella 
married Minnie Kalyniak who lived in the Boulton 
Municipality some ten miles northeast of Russell. 
Their wedding took place on October 22, 1933. At 
this time, Nicholas purchased the homestead that his 
father had started and John built a new home on the 
adjoining quarter. Nicholas still was Postmaster and 
also farmed together with his father John and 
younger brother Michael. Nicholas and Minnie had 
four sons. Their eldest, John was born December 6, 
1935. Peter, the second boy was born May 16, 1939. 
Leonard, the third member of the family was born 
January 21, 1945. The youngest, Henry was born 
June 27, 1947. It was about this time that Nicholas 
realized that the future for him and his family was 
bleak in trying to make a living on the small amount 
ofland. His father-in-law Nicholas Kalyniak knew of 
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some fine farm land which was for sale in the R.M. of 
Silver Creek and the R.M. of Russell. After visiting 
the property Nicholas could not resist the temptation 
to make an offer. The land was flatter and the acreage 
was considerably greater. 

Nicholas and Minnie Derkach and family. Left to Right, Back 
Row: Leonard, John, Peter, Henry Derkach. 

The decision to leave the homestead farm was a 
painful one but like his Grandfather, Nicholas was 
looking ahead to the future of his children. In 1948 
Nicholas sold his farm back to his father and resigned 
as the Ruthenia Postmaster. He then moved his fam
ily to the new site which was the SE Y4 30-21-27 some 
eighteen miles to the west. 

Nicholas and Minnie continued to raise their 
family in the new district. Their children attended the 
local country school known as Miniska. Later they 
attended the high school in Russell. The eldest son 
John decided also to venture into the farming busi
ness after completing his education. Some time later 
he and his father, Nicholas purchased a business 
place in Russell and operated both their farm and 
their business in town. Nicholas moved to Russell in 
1961 when John his oldest son married Lena Hyka
way. The newlyweds took over the home place and 
together John and his father continued the farming 
operation. John and Lena have two children- Marie 
and Michael. 

The second son Peter graduated from St. Joseph's 
College in Yorkton in 1958. Following his graduation 
he attended teacher's college and then went into 
teaching. He attended the University of Manitoba 
and Brandon University. In 1966 he married Sonja 
Posmitiuk of Oakburn. They then moved to 
Wawanesa, Manitoba where both are still engaged in 
their teaching profession. 

Leonard, Nicholas' third son graduated from Ma
jor Pratt Collegiate in Russell. He then attended 



Brandon University where he obtained his teaching 
certificate. Later he returned to Brandon University 
where he completed his B.A. Following this he spent 
two years teaching in Rossburn and then in Russell. 
In 1974 he married Margie Helten of Oak Lake, 
Manitoba. In 1975 Len and Margie moved to the 
Nicholas Derkach home place while John and his 
wife moved to a new location near Thunder Creek in 
the R.M. of Shellmouth. Len and Margie have one 
son, Jay Nicholas and are residing on the farm. 

Henry the youngest son of the family completed 
his high school education, graduating from St. 
Vlad's College in Roblin. Following this he applied 
to the R.C.M.P. and completed his training in Pen
hold, Alberta. He graduated in July 1968. He mar
ried Gloria Goodman in 1972. They now have two 
daughters - Heather and Nicole and reside in Prince 
Albert, Saskatchewan. 

Nicholas and Minnie live in the town of Russell 
and frequently visit their friends and family in the 
Rossburn and Ruthenia area. 

Michael, John and Domicella's youngest son, 
continued to farm with his father until 1949. At this 
point in time John and Domicella decided to retire. 
They wished to remain near to the area where they 
had spent the major portion of their lives. They also 
wished to remain close to their many friends. Con
sequently they decided to retire in Rossburn where 
they purchased a small home. They spent several 
years there until John's sudden death in May 1958. 
Domicella continued to live there until her health 
forced her to move into a nursing home in Brandon. 
She lived at the nursing home until her death in 1971. 
Both John and Domicella are buried at the Ukrainian 
Catholic cemetery just north of Rossburn. 

The homestead farm continued to be farmed by 
Michael until 1974 when he decided to also retire. 
The farm was sold to Matt Melnyk who is farming it 
at the present time. Michael moved to Rossburn and 
is presently residing in the same house where his 
mother and father had retired. 

Regardless of where members of the Derkach 
family reside today, the Ruthenia and Rossburn dis
tricts remain a special part of their lives. It was here 
that Dmetro Derkach gave his family the opportunity 
to be able to live in freedom and to dream and work to 
attain those dreams. Although at times one takes the 
opportunity of individual freedom for" granted" it is 
the thought of our forefathers that points out how 
precious it must remain. 

One can only look with gratitude at the endeav
ours of pioneers like John and Domicella Derkach. 
They provided us, their descendants with a founda
tion which we are proud of. It is left to us to continue 
to build upon that foundation the kind of life which 
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will provide even greater opportunity for our chil
dren and grandchildren. 

submitted by Nicholas Derkach 

13m Derlago 
My grandfather Mr. Clement Derlago Sr. was 

born in Warsaw, Poland. His parents presumably 
were of modest means, judging by the relatively high 
education he and his brothers received. His brothers 
managed to secure positions of authority, in the Pol
ish government, positions similar to our members of 
Parliament. This obviously came about after 1918, 
because prior to that, Poland was under the jurisdic
tion of the Austrian Empire. Only after the 1918 
Treaty of Versailles, did Poland achieve full autono
my. 

My grandfather chose the military as a career. 
Austria allowed her satellite countries, such as Po
land, to maintain an army staffed by Polish officers. 
Grandfather served in one of the contingent regi
ments for a number of years, attaining the rank of 
junior commissioned officer. He was posted in 
Krakow, where he met and married my grandmother. 

Upon discharge from the army, grandfather se
cured a position as clerk registrar in the city of 
Stanislaw, where my father Wasyl (Bill) and Uncle 
Angus were born. 

My grandmother died shortly after Uncle Angus 
was born. Grandfather remarried, and his second 
wife bore him eight children. Tony, Walter, Nettie, 
Rose, Joe, Mary, Sophie and Charlie. I would like to 
eleborate on the lives and achievements of the above 
members of the Derlago family, but it would take a 
book to do them justice. So I'll have to confine my 
remarks to our immediate family. 

Grandfather was such a colorful personality. He 
was quite a linguist, he was fluent in five languages, 
also a few related dialects. He was fluent in French 
which amazed me somewhat. French language was 
taught only at a university level in Poland. Both my 
father and Uncle Augus also received a good educa
tion. Uncle Angus had a couple years of university, 
this was in Poland, of course. 

Father was an apprentice to a leather goods trade, 
however he did not continue in this line of work after 
he arrived in Canada. Grandfather immigrated to 
Canada in the year 1900, leaving his family in Po
land. His first job was a shipping clerk at the 
Lakehead, Fort William. My father joined him in 
1904, for two years they both worked as shipping 
clerks at the Lakehead. 

In 1906 they moved to Rossburn, Man. They 
secured a homestead north of Rossburn bordering on 
the Riding Mountain Park, which was not designated 
as such till 1930. 



In 1907 the remaining members of the family 
arrived from Poland. The status grandfather was ac
customed to in Poland, was not exactly an asset in 
adapting to the rigors and primitive life of the western 
Canadian prairie. Although the younger members of 
the family adapted, quite readily, becoming quite 
successful farmers. However, grandfather's expertise 
did not conform to farming. The bulk of the farming 
was delegated to the younger members of the family. 

Grandfather was primarily engaged as interpreter 
for the immigration authorities. Later, he did exten
sive work as a surveyor for the Provincial Govern
ment. Father assisted him in these projects. Later my 
father commenced working for the C. N . R. for a 
number of years. 

In 1912 my father and mother were married and 
took up residence in close proximity of the original 
homestead. A primitive log cabin, roof covered with 
sod, a plank floor, very few amenities, so essential to 
today's newlyweds. 

Father's work with the C.N.R. made it necessary 
to be away from home for long periods of time. In his 
absence mother tended a large garden, took care of 
the stock, and my first brothers and sisters began to 
arrive in rather rapid succession. 

Hardship was an accepted way of life. It took a 
great deal of courage and tenacity to survive. Father 
bought a farm a couple of miles from the original 
homestead and proceeded to farm on a more or less 
permanent basis. Most of the sixteen children were 
born on this farm, which still remains the property of 
the Bill Derlago family; to which we periodically 
make a pilgrimage, reminiscing never ceasing, to 
marvel how such a small piece of land sustained such 
a large family. Listed below are the names, occupa
tion and place of residence of all the sixteen children. 

Tony: a C.N.R. employee, retired residing at 
Beulah, Manitoba. 

Nettie: Mrs. Bill Werbowetski, (contractor) wid
owed, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Sylvia: Mrs. Mike Yaskiw, Mike a successful 
farmer, Birtle, Manitoba. 

Olga: Mrs. Paul Yaskiw, Paul is also a prosperous 
farmer, Birtle, Man. 

Mike: self-employed plumber, now retired, Van
couver, B. C. 

Clement: employed by the City of Winnipeg, 18 
years, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Barry: steelworker, dabbles profitably in Real 
Estate, Vancouver, B.C. 

Lawrence: employed by the City of Winnipeg, 
parks co-ordinator, Wpg, Man. . 

Helen: Mrs. Mike Chuckree, Mike employed by 
University ofWpg., Wpg., Man. 

Ann: Mrs. Kahler, Peter, her husband is a con
tractor. Winnipeg, Man. 
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Phyllis: Mrs. John Radlinsky, John a Supt. for 
Nelson River, Wpg., Man. 

Alex: now a citizen of U.S.A. residing in Los 
Angeles, California. 

Ted: employed by Joy Manufacturing Co. 28 
years, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Angus: electrician, Vancouver, B.C. 
Ivan: store manager, Family Fare, Winnipeg, 

Manitoba. 
Sonia: Mrs. Peter Meuller, recently widowed, 

Calgary, Alberta. 
Sonia the youngest member of the Derlago fam

ily, lost her husband just a few months ago, the whole 
family mourns her loss. Sonia is an exceptionally 
gifted and resourceful young lady, an accomplished 
artist, just one of her many talents. We are confident 
she will overcome her heartbreaking loss, and go on 
to make a success in whatever endeavor she chooses. 

Mike, Clement, and myself, Lawrence, served in 
the Armed Forces overseas, during the Second World 
War. I was unfortunate enough to get wounded, my 
tank got in the way of a German 88 mm shell. After a 
few weeks in the hospital, I was as good as new. 

Our family history would not be complete if I did 
not mention the farm equipment we employed, a one 
furrow plough, a few drag harrows, etc., but one 
piece of equipment which was totally indispensable 
to our existence was a hand powered grist mill. Our 
breakfast cereal was milled with it, wheat flour, and 
rye flour supplementing store bought flour; baking of 
bread was practically an every day chore. You can 
imagine this marvelous little machine was in constant 
use. I am sure nothing on the market today would 
match this mechanical wonder. 

My father was very much involved in community 
affairs, many years as trustee ofChmelnycki School. 
More years than I can remember he served as chair
man of the Board of Trustees, Glen Elmo School 
district. A senior elder of the Ukrainian Greek Cath
olic Church, also on various committees pertaining 
to the welfare of our community. 

I make frequent visits to the old homestead. My 
mind hearkens back to the days I spent there as a 
child. How difficult and primitive life was then. Yet 
in retrospect I am glad it was so. Walking to school 
every morning was almost always an adventure. We 
would see herds of elk, moose, deer and all kinds of 
animals, that were so abundant in that area. One very 
cold and blustery morning on the way to school we 
witnessed a spectacular sight. A herd of elk, 200 or 
more, crossed our path in single file. The line 
stretched for a half a mile, the animals had their 
heads down, completely oblivious to the children 
watching only a few yards away. 

I have many memories, perhaps of little interest 
to someone else, but very precious to me. 



Yes, some memories are not pleasant, hard times, 
living conditions that were less than adequate, but I 
sincerely believe that the hardships we endured made 
us strong, endowed us with a capacity for endurance 
which sustained us to this day, and I'm sure will 
sustain us in the days ahead. 

Didych 

Respectfully submitted by 
Lawrence Derlago 

Fred Didych left the village of Vikno, near Ter
nopil in Ukraine, in the year 1900. He travelled with 
the family of Woytko and Katarina Gumieny, the 
parents of his future bride, Anna. The trip by ship 
took three weeks. During that time the people experi
enced an eclipse and very strong winds which blew 
the ship off course. The food was poor and people 
became sick, and some even died. 

Shortly after arriving in Canada on May 12, 
1900, they made their way to the vicinity of their 
homestead. They spent some time with the Antonow 
family and then with the Fiel family. They then built a 
budda (a hole in the ground with a thatched roof) for 
themselves near Fiels. Later that summer, when their 
homestead land had been surveyed, they built a 
house and bam. Fred remained with the Gumieny 
family during this time, helping them get estab
lished. 

Fred and Anna Didych (1939). 
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Fred and Anna were married in 190 I. Fred was 25 
and Anna was 16 years of age. They continued living 
with the Gumieny family. Within the next two years 
they established themselves on their own homestead, 
NWY4 36-20-24. Their house and other buildings 
were constructed from logs and had thatched roofs. 
Living was hard for them when they started, as so it 
was for other homesteaders. Horses were not afford
able and therefore field work was done with a team of 
oxen. Transportation was also scarce, and there were 
many times Fred had to walk to Hamiota for staple 
goods. As Fred and his family became more estab
lished in their new home, his thoughts often wan
dered back to his family in Europe and how they were 
living. Then he found the means to bring his father 
Maksym Didych, by this time a widower, to live with 
them in Canada in 1915. Maksym was still in good 
health and able to help with clearing bush and pick
ing stones. He died about 1926 at an unknown age. 
Fred and Anna had eight children namely - Paul, 
Marion, who died at the age of two, Rose, Agnes, 
Margaret, Helen, Mary and Peter. Upon his retire
ment in 1945, Fred divided his homestead land 
equally between his two sons, Paul and Peter. Fred 
passed away on July 24, 1950 at the age of seventy
four years and Anna passed away on December 13, 
1951 at the age of sixty-five years. 

Paul, the eldest son, was born in 1905. During the 
early 1930s he moved to the Elphinstone district to 
help his sister and brother-in-law, Rose and Bill 
Dmyterko moved to their farm. He rented land there 
and during that time he married Anne Krysowaty in 
1933. They later moved back to the Rossburn district. 
They had four children, Walter, Sophie, who died at 
the age of two, Elizabeth, and Dmetro. Walter was 
born in 1938. In 1963 he married Stella Shastko. Half 
the original homestead land is owned by Walter and 
his family. They maintain this land which was set up 
by Paul plus other land they have acquired since they 
started farming. They have four children, Julie 
Anne, Fred, Sophie, and David. 

Elizabeth was born in 1942. She moved to 
Hamilton in 1966. In 1967 she married Hugh 
Crawford. They have two children, Richelle and 
Paul. 

Dmetro was born in 1947. He also moved to 
Hamilton. He married Joanne Absalom in 1975. 
They have one son, Mark. 

Paul's wife, Anne died in May of 1961. Paul still 
lives on the farm he set up near the homestead. 

Rose was born in 1908. She married Bill Dmy
terko in 1926. They lived in Shoal Lake for five years 
and then in 1931 moved to their present farm. They 
have two sons, Walter and Ernest. Walter was born in 
1937. He is presently living near Strathclair. Ernest 



was born in 1939. He married Beverly Mansel in 
1965 and they maintain the farm set up by his parents. 
They have three sons, Desmond, Eric, and David. 
Rose's husband, Bill Dmyterko died in 1971. Rose 
still lives on the farm. 

Agnes was born in 1910. In 1929 she married 
Tony Marec of Poland. After living near her parents 
for six months, they moved to Kelloe where she 
worked milking cows. He was a section man on the 
railroad. After living in the Riverdale district for ten 
years, they moved to Minnedosa in 1960. In 1952 
they adopted a son, Bobbie, who was sixteen months 
of age. Agnes and Tony both passed away in 1977. 
Bobbie and his wife have two children, Tracey and 
Angela. 

Margaret was born in 1912. She married Alex 
Maryniuk in 1932 and they set up farming in the area. 
They had three children, Anne, William, and Mar
ion. Anne was born in 1933. She married John An
toniw in 1953. They are farming south of Ros~burn. 
Their daughter, Judy, married David Chuchmuch in 
1977, and they have a son, Jason. William was born 
in 1939. In 1965 he married Mary Korol. They are 
maintaining the farm set up by his parents. They have 
six children, Gloria, Shirley, Darlene, Shelly, Flor
ence, and Myron. The third of Margaret's family, 
Marion, was born in 1945. She married Ed Sheeshka 
in 1962. They have three children, Sylvia, David, 
and Julie. They are living in Shoal Lake. Margaret 
and her husband Alex Maryniuk retired in 1966 to 
live in Rossburn. 

Helen was born in 1915. She married Mike An
tonow in 1936. They set up farming in the area and 
had two sons, William and Ernie. William was born 
in 1937 and he maintained the farm set up by his 
parents. Ernie was born in 1943 and lives in 
Rossburn. 

Mary was born in 1917. She went to work in Fort 
William, Ontario in 1939. She married Peter Hor
bacio in 1943. They had four children, Eleanor, Law
rence, Judy, and Joyce. Eleanor married Robert 
Scherle in 1971. They have one daughter and live in 
Calgary. Lawrence married Terry Gulbinski in 1965. 
They have two sons, Trevor and Stacey. In 1970 Judy 
married Mike Kluchkowski. They have one son, 
Kevin. 

Joyce married Brian Berry in 1974. They have a 
daughter, Jennifer, and live in Thunder Bay, formerly 
known as Fort William in Ontario. Mary and Peter 
Horbacio have retired and reside in Thunder Bay. 

Peter, the youngest child of Fred and Anna Di
dych, was born in 1921. In 1943 he married Emily 
Maydaniuk. They farmed in the Rossbum district 
and now reside on a farm northeast of Rossbum. 
They have three children, Theresa, Barry, and Den-
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nis. Theresa was born in 1949. She married Rudy 
Nychuk in 1968. They are living in Winnipeg. Barry 
was born in 1951. He married Andrea Garant in 1973. 
They make their home in Winnipeg. They own land 
in the Rossburn area, including the half of the origi
nal homestead which contained the first home site of 
Fred and Anna Didych. They have a son, Robert. A 
son, Dennis was born in 1955. In 1979 he married 
Cathy Bedu. They are farming on their own land not 
far from Dennis' parents. 

contributed by Julie Anne Didych 

Didych Family (July 1950). Front Row, Left to Right: Eleanor 
Horbacio, Lawrence Horbacio, Matt Didych. Second Row, Left 
to Right: Ernie Dmyterko, Grandmother Anna Didych, Eliz
abeth Didych. Third Row, Left to Right: Mary (Horbacio), Rose 
(Dmyterko), Agnes (Marcy), Margaret (Maryniuk), Helen (An
tonow), Anne Didych, Walter Didych. Back Row, Left to Right: 
Peter Didych, Bill Dmyterko, Paul Didych, Alex Maryniuk, Mike 
Antonow, Tony Marcy. 

NykoIa and Anna Dmyterko 
Nykola and Anna Dmyterko came from Wal

owcha, Westen Ukraine, and settled in the Marco 
district on SE Y4 15-20-23. They had five girls and 
two boys. They built a two room house of logs and 
clay, bought one cow and two oxen and proceeded to 
farm the land. Nykola also helped build the Belfry in 
1904 on Olha Church. In 1914, Nykola passed away 
as did Anna in 1941. The two boys, Peter and John, 
continued farming the land. The eldest son, Peter, 
married Mary Hutsal in the winter of 1924 and 
brought his bride to their first home. 

They travelled by open sleigh to Seech Church 
for their ceremony. Reception followed at the bride's 
home and their guests presented them with $80.00 
cash, live chickens and braided bread called Kolach. 
Two weeks later, guests were received at the groom's 
home whereby the same reception took place. 

Times were hard for Peter and Mary those years. 
Cutting trees into cord wood and hauling to Shoal 



Peter and Mary Dmyterko. 

Lake provided the needed source of income for pur
chasing groceries. Since there was no electricity until 
1948, all meat and fruits were canned and preserved 
for winter months. Washing clothes proved a long 
and tedious process. In winter, snow and ice were 
melted and the water had to be heated on a cook 
stove, clothes scrubbed on a wash board and hung to 
dry. Irons too, had to be heated by means of the stove. 

However, throughout the hardships were many 
good times. Peter, being an active violinist, enter
tained at neighbours' homes for wedding receptions 

. and get-togethers. Also accompanying him was his 
brother-in-law, Matt Kuch, on the symboly. Together 
they provided fine music for weddings that were 
known to last as long as three days. In 1955, Peter and 
Mary retired from farming and moved to Brandon. 
Peter passed away in 1962. Mary continues to be an 
active church member, enjoys gardening and spend
ing time with her grandchildren and great grand
children. 

Peter and Mary had four children. Anna, the 
eldest, died at infancy. Margaret married Joseph 
Lamb in 1947 and resided in Brandon where Mar
garet was employed by the Brandon Mental Health 
Centre. They had three children, Melvin, Marilyn 
and Gloria. Mel married Linda Achtymichuk and 
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Peter Dmyterko. 

they live in Swan River, Manitoba. Marilyn married 
Robert Phinney and they have three children, Chris
tine, Ryan and Robert Jay, and are residing in Bran
don. Gloria married Ken McLean of Brandon. 

Joseph passed away in 1972. Margaret remarried 
in 1976 to Tony Labay and is now enjoying her 
retirement. 

In 1956, Nick Dmyterko married Adeline 
Hachkowski, daughter of Louis and Alice 
Hachkowski. They have three children, Sharon, Joan 
and Debbie. Sharon married Ron Holleman and they 
have one child, Christopher. They are residing in 
Brandon. Joan married Dwayne Hersack and they 
live in Rossburn. They have one son, Shawn. Deb
bie, the youngest, is at home. Nick is employed by 
the Brandon General Hospital as Engineer. He con
tinues to farm this land, the original settlement, as his 
hobby. 

Steve, the youngest son of Peter and Mary, mar
ried Elaine Trakalo of Rossburn, daughter of the late 
Basil and Lillian Trakalo. They have three children, 
Stephanie, Christine, and Anthony all at home. Steve 
is employed at INCO Mines in Thompson, Man
itoba. 

Peter was predeceased by a younger brother, John 
in 1964. 

submitted by Nick Dmyterko, Mary Dmyterko, 
Margaret Labay 

Alex and Katherine Dnistransky 
Alex Dnistransky, son of Hrynko and Magda 

Dnistransky, was born in the village of Magdaliwka, 
in the district of Ternopil, Western Ukraine. He was 
one of a family of seven children and served three 
years in the Austrian Army where he attained rank of 
Corporal. 



In 1910, at age of25, Alex said good-bye forever 
to his homeland and departed for Canada where he 
was re-united with his elder brother, Onofrey, who 
had come to Canada the year before. Onofrey stayed 
with a family near Rossburn so that's where Alex 
stayed before he found employment. Their sister, 
Tekla, came to Canada to join them a year or two 
later. 

In 1909, Nykola Dmyterko, from the village of 
Mytnychy, district of Skalat, came to Canada with 
the intention of preparing a home and raising money 
for his family's passage. The money he sent to his 
wife, Anna, was never received by her. However, this 
proved to be only a minor setback and the family 
arrived in 1911. 

Both the Dnistranky's and Dmyterko's sailed to 
Halifax via Hamburg, Germany and made the long 
trek to Winnipeg whereupon they were dispatched to 
the area of their future homes, north of Olha, by 
wagon. 

In 1913, Alex Dnistransky married Katherine 
Dmyterko, third eldest daughter of a family of seven. 
Their first winter was spent at the home of Onofrey 
and Caroline Dnistransky who had already built 
themselves a small log-house. Alex and Katherine 
then settled on Crown land, one mile south of present 
home and lived there for three years. Their assets at 
this time consisted of twelve head of cattle and some 
poultry. During this period of time, Alex worked as a 
hired hand for other farmers. Later he worked as a 
section hand in the construction of the railway, walk
ing home every weekend and often carrying a sack of 
flour on his back from around the Hamiota district. 

In the winter, he cut logs preparing for the new 
home. During Alex's absence in the summers, the 
running of the home and tending of the cattle was left 
to Katherine who was still in her mid teens. 

Looking back at these years of toil and hardships, 
Katherine recalls many happy occasions and many 
humorous ones as well. She remembers her husband 
purchasing two, not yet fully grown bear cubs from a 
neighbour who had convinced him that a certain 
doctor in Rossburn craved the taste of bear steak. 
That purchase cost Alex a wagon load of oats. Upon 
realizing that he had been duped, Alex was not dis
traught. He, in turn, traded the cubs to his brother 
Onofrey for a heifer giving him a similar story. The 
unfortunate end to this incident came when the cubs 
became entangled in their leashes and strangled be
fore Onofrey could find another likely victim. 

Mrs. Dnistransky recalls another incident that 
involved her husband. Canadian land agents, when 
recruiting potential settlers in Ukraine had painted a 
tantalizing portrait of Canada as being a land of 
opportunity and freedom. Alex was unaware at the 
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time that this "Freedom" did not include fishing out 
of season in the neighbouring parkland and when 
accosted, he proudly displayed his catch - an ex
tremely large Jackfish. The fish was subsequently 
confiscated by the ranger who tied it to his saddle and 
proceeded to his next stop - a neighbouring farm 
house for coffee. Alex, not be be outdone, snatched 
the fish as he passed by on his way home. It was a 
story to tell his children and it only cost him a fine of 
five dollars. 

In 1915, Alex and Katherine purchased a quarter 
section of land (26-20-23 N.E.). On this land they 
constructed a small two-roomed log house, a barn, 
granary and a chicken coop. They purchased more 
cattle. Gradually the tedious task of clearing the land 
was completed and an additional quarter north west 
of same section was rented from the Hudson Bay Co. 
It was at this time they purchased their first team of 
horses. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alex Dnistransky and Family. The children from L 
to R: Peter, Mary, Marge, Anne, Joe (in picture at right). 

During the years that followed, Alex and Kath
erine raised a family of five children: Peter, Anne 
(Mrs. Alex Prosyk), Mary (Mrs. Wm. Mosewich), 
Margaret (Mrs. Tony Skavinsky) and Joseph. In 
years to come as the settlement grew, Alex served as 
Secretary-Treasurer of Marconi School, later to be 
succeeded by his sons, Peter and Joseph. Joseph 
served as a councillor and Deputy Reeve of the R.M. 
of Rossburn over a period of twelve years until his 
death December 5, 1979 at the age of 49. 

Both, Alex and Katherine were srong believers in 
education. Alex was fluent in Ukrainian, Polish, 
English and German and could read and write in 
Ukrainian, Polish and English. They made monetary 
and personal sacrifices ensuring that their children all 
received a formal education. Three of their children 
were at one time school teachers. Holding positions 
at Mohyla, Ruska Rawa, Lakedale, Marconi, Olha 
and Oakburn - Anne; Lima, East Hoey and Oak
burn - Margaret; Flowers School - Joseph. 

Upon completing her education, Mary chose to 
work in Yorkton and Winnipeg. Peter served in the 



Anny from 1941 to 1945. He trained in Portage la 
Prairie for two months, in Winnipeg for two months 
and after that he was stationed at the Experimental 
Station in Suffield, Alberta until 1945. 

In 1934, Alex purchased the N.W. quarter of 
Section 25-20-23 and in 1938, he purchased the S.E. 
quarter of Section 26-20-23. Peter made a career of 
fanning along with his brother Joseph. 

Alex Dnistransky passed away on April 3, 1953 at 
the farm home that he built and loved. His wife, 
Katherine, continues to live there to this day. 

Douglas Family and Alex Murray 
Alex Murray came to Rossburn from Campbell

town, Scotland in 1904. He set up a photography 
studio for a short time, worked for Grants in the 
valley, for awhile, then cooked in the Peden mill. 

Alex was employed with the C.N.R. as cook for 
the repair gang until his retirement in 1938. He re
sided in Rossburn until his death in December, 1945. 

It was Alex who wrote his sister, Emelia Douglas, 
in Campbelltown, and suggested she and her family, 
James, Margaret, (Mrs. Ben Cormack) and Charles 
emigrate to Rossburn. They arrived in 1906. 

James Douglas got employment as a clerk in V. 
W. Johnston's general store and later with H. W. 
Johnston in the machinery business. 

In April 1912, he married Gertrude Hallower who 
had come from Dublin, Ireland in 1910 to be with her 
sister Flora, Mrs. H. W. Johnston. They were the first 
couple married in the Anglican church and were 
presented with a Bible that the family still cherish. 
Mrs. Bob Peden gave her a shower and I recall them 
reminiscing about Mrs. Peden serving bananas for 
lunch. 

James moved his family to Oakburn in 1916 
where he was employed in John Menzie's garage. 
From 1926-1930 they lived in Vista where James 
managed George Sinclair's cafe. Later they moved 
back to Oakburn and then to Solsgirth. 

In 1942 James and Gertrude moved to Winnipeg, 
where he was employed with the Free Press until his 
death in 1952. 

The couple had three children: Mildred was born 
in Rossburn and was the first baby to be baptized in 
the Anglican Church in November, 1913. She mar
ried Harvey Nickel of Solsgirth. 

Dorothy married Jack Treble of Solsgirth. They 
farmed until his death in June, 1968. She now resides 
in Winnipeg. Herbert married Anne Black of Oak
burn. They reside in Winnipeg where he is employed 
with the Free Press. 

Charles attended Agricultural College in Win
nipeg taking a course in butter making. He worked 
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with Dave Hough in the Rossburn Creamery as a 
cream tester and hauling cream from the local farms. 

In 1916 he married May MacDonald, daughter of 
Wjlliam and Frances (nee Simpson). They lived at 
Ericksdale and Virden and then Oakburn where they 
operated a small hotel. 

In 1927 they they moved back to Rossburn where 
they built a new hotel, Hotel Douglas. In 1947 they 
moved to Edmonton, Alberta. Charles passed away 
in 1973 and May continues to reside in that city. 

They had three children - Bill who worked in 
Jack Stitt's General Store before joining the army and 
then with Woodward's Stores in Edmonton, Alta. 
Bill passed away in 1968. Lloyd worked in the Bank 
in Rossburn before joining the Air Force. He is still 
with the Bank in Edmonton, Alta. Isabel (Mrs. Jim 
McAllister) lives in Victoria, B.C. 

Chas. Douglas with team he used when hauling cream. 

Fred and Maria Drul 
One of the early settlers, that joined a group of 

immigrants, to leave their native land were my hus
band's grand-parents, Fred and Maria (Furgal) Drul. 
They immigrated from Husiatyn, Posto Liwka, 
Halychyna, Western Ukraine, to Canada in 1899 
along with their four children, Ivan (John) my father
in-law, 9 years of age, Alex 5, Nykola 3, and one 
year old daughter Anne. 

From Winnipeg, along with a group of other 
families, who all came together such as Toniko 
Kiez's, Hilko Chwaluk's, Nykola Labay's, Yakob 
Kwiatkowsky's, and Budz's, settled all in the same 
area. 

Grandpa took up a homestead #8 north east of 
Rossburn, where they began their adventurous life in 
Canada. 

They brought with them their scythe, sickle, 
flail, axe, seeds of wheat, hemp, buckwheat as well 
as several kinds of garden seeds, clothing, household 
utensils and $50.00 cash. 

They built their temporary mud hut of soil and 



Fred and Mary Drul. (1940) 

bits of debris supported by poles and branches for 
their shelter. A couple of months later a house of 
wood and clay was built with a hay thatched roof. 

In June 1900, their fourth son Anton was born. In 
the same year they managed to buy a mare and tilled a 
small patch for a garden. 

However, in 1901 Grandpa moved his family to a 
homestead in the Unorganized Territory S.E. 
35-18-22 in the Wisla district. 

On this homestead there were three more sons 
and a daughter born. Petro (Peter) was born in 1902, 
Paul in 1907, a daughter I'T::.t<.tlla, who died at the age 
of 12 in 1918, and Hrynko who died in infancy. Both 
are buried at St. John's Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Cemetery at Dolony. 

In 1913, Ivan married Anastasia Kazimir daugh
ter of Nykola and Maria (Blashkiw). They farmed in 
Menzie. There was a family of seven, Mary pre
deceased 1914, Harry 1933, Anna 1918, Natalia 
1927, and Lewko 1929, predeceased earlier. 

Wasyl married Jessie Leganchuk, farmed in 
Menzie. They had three children. Shirley, a teacher 
married Myrcil Sheeshka, farm in Oakburn district 
and they have one son David. 

Helen married Eugene Lazaruk, farmed in Oak
burn, they have three, Lisa, Tracy and Kelly. They 
reside in Brandon, Man. 

Wayne married Gwen Jones and they farm in 
Menzie district and have a daughter Jennifer and a 
son Collin. 

Wasyl passed away in 1973 at the age of 54, he 
rests at Holy Transfiguration Cemetery Menzie. 
Jessie resides in Oakburn. 
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Maurice married Myrtle Wowk. They farmed in 
Menzie and had a theatre in Shoal Lake. They had 
two children Leonard and Tammy. Both my husband 
and son have passed away, Leonard in 1978 and 
Maurice in 1979. Both are resting along with my in
laws. Anastasia who died in 1960 at the age of 65 and 
Ivan in 1966 at the age of75, at the Holy Transfigura
tion Ukrainian Greek Orthodox cemetery at Menzie. 

Alex the second oldest married Anna Groshok, 
daughter of Alex and Olena, farmed in Menzie. They 
had five children. 

Michael married Anne Hubensky. He was em
ployed at the mines in Kirkland Lake, Ont., they had 
a son and a daughter. 

Gerald married Mary Lynn Hollis. He is em
ployed at the mines in Uranium City, Sask., they 
have two girls Laurinda, Jerri-Lynn. 

Mickey (Michaeline) married Andrew Bereza a 
teacher, resides in Brandon, Man., with their son 
Taras. 

Michael was killed in the mines in 1947 at a 
young age of 32. He's buried at Holy Transfiguration 
Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church cemetery in 
Menzie, Man. Anne remarried Mike Antonation, a 
reeve of Shoal Lake Municipality. 

Mary the only daughter married Frank 
Woytowich an interior decorator. They have five chil
dren. Methodius, who works at Air Canada, married 
Joan McLeod they have Jimmy and Brenda reside in 
Winnipeg. 

Virgie married Vince Pettinger, a C.N .R. as
sistant manager and they reside in Montreal, Que. 

Zennon married Millie Kostynuik, he's em
ployed at the Pool Construction and reside in 
Weslock, Alta. 

Sonia a private secretary is married, and Dale is 
married. They reside in Winnipeg, Man. Frank has 
passed away and rests in Winnipeg and Mary resides 
at home. 

Myron married Ollia Kowal, a teacher they reside 
in Windsor, Ont. Both girls are university graduates. 
Dolores resides in Toronto, Ont. Iris at home. 

Donald married Stella Chuchmuch, they reside 
in Windsor, Ont. Their daughter Gail is married and 
Michael at home. Peter the youngest married Natha 
Chuchmuch. They have no children, and reside in 
Windsor, Ont. The three brothers owned the Drul's 
Tavern in Windsor, Ont. 

Uncle Alex passed away in 1954 and rests in 
Toronto, Ont., and Aunt Anne resides at the Ivan 
Franko Senior Citizens Home. 

In 1914, Anne married 1. John, son of Jacob and 
Caroline Kwiatkowsky. They farmed in Elphinstone, 
Man. They had five children. 

Peter farmed in Elphinstone. He married Nellie 



Poupits, they reside in Winnipeg, Man., he's em
ployed with Suburon Farm Sales, they have five 
children. Larry, a guard in Headingly, Man., Linda is 
married and has two children, reside in Winnipeg, 
Man. 

Rose-Ann, married resides in Vancouver, B.C. 
with their two children. 

Anna and Stephen are at home. 
Mike, a mechanic married Stella Hersak, they 

have four children, Paul married Linda and they have 
one child. Ava is married, Mark and Laura are at 
home. They all reside in Winnipeg, Man. 

Stanley married Olga Domanski, they farmed in 
Elphinstone along with their three children. Lloyd 
married Debbie Paterson, works with construction. 
They have two sons and reside in Moosomin, Sask. 
Patricia married Andy Nevillstock, an auto mechan
ic. They have two children, Shauna and Shireen, and 
reside in Beausejour, Man. 

Tim the youngest, a driving training instructor 
married Donna and they have a boy, reside in Win
nipeg, Man. Stanley passed away in 1979 and Olga 
resides in Winnipeg, Man. 

Caroline the only daughter married John Furman, 
son of Jacob and Caroline. They farmed in 
Elphinstone, and had two sons and two daughters. 
Stanley married Iris Stadnyk, and both teach in 
Souris, Man. Vincent married Sharon Bolly, a teach
er. They farm the family farm in Elphinstone, with 
their two sons Larry and Scott. 

Lucy a personnel director married Bill Walker 
who works for Air Canada, reside in Edmonton, 
Alta. Kathy a Dental Hygenist married John Nychuk 
who works for Department of Immigration in Win
nipeg, Man. 

Chestor married Jean Prus, farmed in 
Elphinstone. There were five children. Terrance mar
ried Beryl McIntyre, who also farmed his dad's land 
and they have three children, Teri-Ann, Jefferey, and 
Joey. They presently reside in Calgary, Alta. 

Connie and daughter Tamara, Yvonne, married 
Jerry Glenn. Lesley and Christopher all of Winnipeg. 
Chestor passed away and Jean resides in Winnipeg 
too. 

UncIe II passed away in 1975 and Aunt Anne at 
83, resides at the Polish Manor .. Senior Citizens 
Home in Winnipeg, Man. 

In 1918 Nykola married Mary daughter of Hilko 
and Darka Chwaluk. They farmed in the Menzie 
district. They had a family of two sons and two 
daughters. A son Steve passed away in infancy. John 
married Katherine Nychuk. They farmed the family 
farm with their family of six. 

Nadia a teacher married Ed Mychasiw, who 
farms in Marco with their two daughters Laurie and 
Lynette. 
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Orest married Sharon Mosewich, he's employed 
by Midwest Papers, have two boys, Jeremy and 
Ryan, they reside in Winnipeg. David married Kathy 
Burak. They farm their grandpa's Nykola's home
stead (John's farm) in Menzie with their two daugh
ters, Marcia and Angela. 

Iris and Mellita both are secretaries and reside in 
Winnipeg. 

Donald employed at the oil rigs, resides in Ed
monton, Alta. 

John and Kay are moving to live in Oakburn. 
Jean married Peter Matiation, who farmed and 

owned Pete's Grocery store. Peter passed away in 
1980 and rests at St. Volodomyr's Ukrainian Greek 
Orthodox cemetery, and Jean resides in Oakburn, 
Man. They had no children. 

Elsie married Peter Solomon, employed at the 
Grain Terminals and they live in Thunder Bay, Ont. 
They have a family of five. Darcey a French teacher, 
married Anthony Camilleri. They reside with their 
two children, Stefan, Nadia in Toronto, Ont. 

Murray a pharmacist, Larry an engineer, Terry 
employed with electronics, and Carl a grade twelve 
student all reside at home. 

Anton the first born in Canada, married in 1920, 
Nellie daughter of Trochim and Himka Mack
edenski. They farmed in Oakburn and had three 
children. 

Dick married Anne Dunitz and farm their dad's 
farm. Their children are, Terry married Nancy Slim
mons, they farm in Oakburn. They had two children. 
Jason passed away at the age of six in 1979, and. 
Aaron at home. 

Mary Ann married Bob Birk a Paramedic and 
reside in Edmonton, Alta. Ronnie a grade eleven 
student at home. 

Katie married Lloyd Kotyk ajanitor and reside in 
Winnipeg. Ken employed with the Dept. of Transit, 
married Arlene Antifaiff and have a son Christopher 
also of Winnipeg, Man. 

Gloria a teacher married Bob Dunlop. Larry's in 
real estate and all reside in Saskatoon, Sask. 

Ann married Myrcil Ewashko, a janitor at the 
Army Barracks. They have two boys Arvid and 
Blaine, both employed at the Manitoba Hydro and 
they all reside at Winnipeg, Man. 

UncIe Anton passed away in 1968 and is resting at 
Ukrainian Greek Orthodox St. Volodomyr's ceme
tery in Oakburn. 

Aunt Nellie lives in the Morley House in Shoal 
Lake, Man. 

Peter married in 1922, Jessie, daughter of Hrynko 
and Anne Kawa, who farmed in Menzie, they had a 
family of nine, two sons predeceased earlier, Michael 
passed away in infancy in 1924, and Slowko at the 
age of three in 1928. Their oldest daughter, 01esia, 



started out as a teacher, married Peter Pitts a con
servative officer in Yorkton, Sask. 

David married Joan and own a store in Roblin, 
Man., along with their three children Sharon and 
Shanley and a daughter. Patrick, a wholesale agent 
married Debbie and live in Kamloops, B. C. Donna a 
nurse, resides at home. 

Nestor married Anne Zenchyshin, they farm in 
Elphinstone, they have a family of five. Larry farms 
around home. Gloria married Jack Hunter and also 
farm in Elphinstone with their two sons, Jason and 
Bradley. Ronnie employed at West Bran, Darlene a 
secretary, and Jerry employed at the C.P.R., all re
side at Brandon, Man. 

Martha married Bill Gawuik, he drives a transit 
bus and reside in Winnipeg, Man. There are three 
children, Donald an engineer married Andrea and 
they live at Brooks, Alta. Brian, an engineer and 
Joanne resides at home. 

Boris married Wanda Drewniak, they farm the 
family farm at Menzie. They have no children. 
Leona married Pat Sawson, she is employed by Air 
Canada and they have two boys and a girl. 

Michael a pilot married Hanna, and their daugh
ter reside in Winnipeg. Steven employed by Air 
Canada lives in Toronto, Ont. Lisa a pharmacist 
resides in Montreal, Que. 

Victor is employed with the Highway Depart
ments, married Ruth and reside in Winnipeg with 
their two daughters Rose Marie and Donalda. 

Dennis employed at the University married Joyce 
Twerdun and live in Winnipeg with their three chil
dren, Beverly, Vincent, and Dana. 

Uncle Petro and Aunt Jessie retired and reside in 
Oakburn, Man. 

Their youngest son Paul married in 1927 Nellie, 
daughter of Oleksa and Olena Groshok, they had a 
grocery store and operated the Post Office in Menzie. 
They had a family of three. 

Morris a carpenter married Beatrice Kulchyski, 
they have two girls, Lisa and Myra. They reside in 
Santa Ana, California, U.S.A. Eugene married Bar
bara Petrynko. He is a Superintendent at Bums in 
Winnipeg and they have a son Kerry. 

Michael their youngest is also employed at Bums 
in Winnipeg, Man. 

Uncle Paul died in 1968 at the age of 60, and rests 
at Holy Transfiguration Ukrainian Greek Orthodox 
Church cemetery in Menzie and Aunt Nellie retired 
and resides in town. 

Grandpa and grandma Drul retired in 1938 and 
spent the remaining years with their children. 

Grandpa passed away in 1943, at the age of eighty 
one and grandma in 1948 at the age of 79. Both are 
resting in the Holy Transfiguration Ukrainian Greek 
Orthodox Church cemetery in Menzie. 
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The Drul's left a family history of their families, 
who have been active in serving both their church and 
communities. 

To those who have passed away, I bow my head 
and may God grant them Eternal Rest, and for those 
who are living, health and strength to carryon. I am 
proud to be part of the Drul family. 

Grandma Maria's parents were Wasyl Furgal and 
Palaha Szmyr, and grandpa Fred's parents were John 
Drul and Teklia Katodynska. 

Elvers 

contributed by Myrtle Drul 
Daughter-in-law of Ivan and Anastasia Drul 

In 1909, Allan Emil William Elvers at the age of 
22 years came to Canada from Hamburg, Germany 
to try to locate his brother, Otto, who had emigrated 
earlier, but had never contacted his family in Ger
many after coming to Canada. Allan did trace Otto as 
far as Winnipeg, Manitoba, and later on, tried on 
several occasions to trace him, but was never suc
cessful. 

Allan worked across Manitoba at odd jobs, then 
went to Lumsden in Saskatchewan to work for the 
Canadian railroad which was being built across 
Saskatchewan. He drove oxen and mule teams and 
learned a lot about animals. He found this life quite 
different since he was a Legal Secretary and had 
worked for a lawyer back in Germany. Allan then 
made his way back to the Municipality of Rossburn, 
Manitoba, where he worked for a number of farmers 
in the district. 

His favorite pastimes were hunting and fishing. 
Also he loved to sing and play his mandolin. He 
played the organ and piano and liked playing for 
dances, too. Many times he sang a solo in the 
Ranchvale church and of course he was always ac
companied by Mrs. Smith on the organ. Allan never 
failed to visit with the Smiths in the Valley, and 
always loved to hear Mrs. Smith and her son Douglas 
who played the violin. They played all the high-class 
music by note. Allan always took some of his chil
dren with him when he visited his neighbors, but 
mother stayed at home to look after the younger 
children. 

In 1912 Allan married Mary Barnesky at Russell, 
Manitoba. They moved to the Robert Paul farm 
where Mary kept house for Mr. Paul, while Allan 
worked for several farmers in the district. 

Their eldest son, Otto, was born at Mr. Paul's 
farm. They stayed there for one year. Then they both 
hired on to work for William Butler, where they re
mained until Allan purchased the N. W. Y4 of section 
32-20-24 from Sankey Karpiuk in 1914. The deal 
included a team of iron grays (broncos), a full set of 
harness with britching, scotch top collars and cel-



Allan and Mary Elvers with son Otto in 1913. 

luloid spread rings. It was a very stylish outfit in 
colors red, white and blue. 

Allan and Mary farmed there until they finally 
moved to the town of Rossbum. Allan was the first 
secretary of the Birdtail Pool Elevator Association 
from 1929 until 1939. Then he stayed on as a board 
member from 1939 to 1943. He also served as a 
trustee of the Valley School board and was always 
helpful to all his many neighbors with any paper 
work. 

In 1944 they purchased a lot from James 
Armstrong in the Village of Rossbum, where they 
built a new house, now owned by Mrs. Anne Shust. 
They lived here for three years, then moved back to 
their farm. Allan then became Secretary-Treasurer of 
the Village of Rossbum, also a County Court Clerk, 
automobile and driver licence agent, plus writing 
general insurance. 

In 1949 Allen sold their farm to Steve Trakalo, a 
neighbor, and again, moved back to the Village of 

162 

Rossbum, bringing their farm house to King Street. 
The house is now owned by Matt and Helen Sidlar. 
Allan carried on with his business until he had to give 
up on account of a stroke he suffered in October 
1954. In March his son, Otto, was appointed to take 
over his father's business. 

I 

Allan and Mary Elvers with their grandchildren in 1949. Keith 
and Gordon Elvers, Juliette Brown, Leslie Andrew, Jean An
drew, Lorraine Andrew, Richard Brown. 

Allan passed away in April 1955 and his wife 
Mary passed away in September, 1955. 

Allan and Mary had seven children - Otto, 
John, William (Bill), Nancy, Eileen, Nellie and 
James who died of pneumonia at one year of age. 
Otto married Emma Andrew in 1939 and they have 
made their home in Rossbum. They have two sons, 
Keith and Gordon. Keith the eldest married Patti Carr 
and they have one son Robert Lee who is now eight 
years of age. Keith and Patti live in The Pas, Man
itoba, and Patti is a teacher there, and Keith is a 
Manager of Century 21 Real Estate, plus a travel 

The family of Allan and Mary Elvers as seen in 1963. Left to 
Right: Eileen, Otto, Nancy, John, Nellie and William Elvers. 



agent and a general insurance agent. Gordon is single 
and is District Manager for International Harvester 
Co. and is now stationed in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan. He has been with I.H.C. for the past 
nine years. Otto has carried on his father's business 
for the past twenty-five years and retired March 31st, 
1980. 

John married Jean Craig in 1942. After serving in 
the army, they moved to Red Deer. Alberta where 
John and a friend established The Red Deer Seed 
Plant. They have one son Terry. John has now 
reached retirement age, but is still working. He also 
is in the business of building homes as a sideline, he 
does have partners in this venture. John worked at the 
oil well at Birdtail in 1937 and 1938 before moving to 
Red Deer, Alberta. 

Bill (William) worked on the farm for Jack Peden 
for several years. In 1951 he married Mabel Parsons. 
Bill then decided to quit farming and they moved to 
Roblin, Manitoba in 1954 where he was hired as a 
Manager of the Roblin Co-op Store for a few years; 
Mabel taught school and later worked at the Mac
Leods store until they moved to Brandon to the Co-op 
store there. Bill then was hired as supervisor of 
Western Groceries Wholesale. Bill will be retiring in 
1981. 

Nancy worked as a hired girl for Tom Armstrong 
in 1938. She married James Andrew in 1939. James 
passed away suddenly January 3, 1979. They had 
three children - Jean, Leslie and Lorraine. Jean 
married Tom Bell of Winnipeg in 1963. They have 
two children - James and Nancy. Leslie is single and 
works around the Rossburn district and is planning to 
go west to seek employment. Lorraine married Neil 
Wilkie in 1966 and they have three children -
Leslie, Jonica and Andrew and live at Gillam, Man
itoba where Neil is employed by the Manitoba 
Hydro. 

Eileen was hired to work for W. 1. Parker at 
Sanford, Manitoba, when she was sixteen years of 
age. Then later she was employed by MacDonald 
Brothers Aircraft in Winnipeg. Then she moved to 
Toronto, Ontario with the same company. Then back 
to Winnipeg and has been employed by the Civic 
Administration to this day. Eileen married Harold 
Todd in 1964. He passed away after five months of 
marriage. 

Nellie worked as a maid for Malik Piekoff, then 
for Joseph on the farm. She married Ernest Brown in 
1944. They moved to Central Patricia Gold Mines for 
awhile in Ontario. Then back to Manitoba for awhile 
and then to Madsen, Ontario until the mine closed 
down. Nellie worked as a clerk for general merchants 
in their district. Ernie is now retired but still does odd 
jobs. They have two children - Richard and Juliette 
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and both are married. They have one child each. 
Ernie worked underground for some time and he later 
became a steel sharpener. Richard lives in Madsen, 
and Juliette also lives there. 

Some of the happenings of Allan's farming career 
were the hard times during the first World War. Prices 
of groceries were extremely high and were hard to 
obtain. Then in 1922 he could not get his crop 
threshed and it was left in the stooks all winter. He 
used to catch prairie chickens in steel traps as they 
were eating a lot of the grain. In spring of 1923 he 
managed to get Sam and Steve Trakalo to do the 
threshing in the snow. You could hear them moving 
the threshing outfit for miles as it was very cold. 
About a third of the crop was wasted by the chickens. 
He managed to break up a few more acres each year, 
and for two or three years managed to make a better 
living. He always had to buy another horse or two as 
more land was put into cultivation. He bought a year 
old colt from Malik Piekoff and he broke her in when 
she was two years of age. He also raised a colt from 
an Indian pony which he bought from Joe Bone. 
Then he had a good fast team of drivers. They could 
also run away anytime they were frightened, smash
ing the buggy more than once. One other time he had 
hooked them to a hay rake to go to the Riding 
Mountain Park where I was cutting hay (permits were 
25¢ per ton). It was a long fourteen miles and hard on 
the horses. He rode the hay rake all the way to the 
meadow and started raking hay as soon as he got 
there. Then the team bolted across the meadow into 
the trees on the opposite side. We found them with 
their front legs dangling about a foot off the ground. 
We had to cut some of the trees to let them down. 
Allan's temper was at its highest at that time and he 
really made the team work hard. 

It was during the late twenties that he purchased a 
1917 Model T Ford and after it wore out he made it 
into a Bennett buggy. It was quite a nice vehicle to 
ride on behind the team of drivers, but you had to be 
prepared for them to try and run away. They could 
sure get up speed. Finally the horses were sold during 
the late forties to someone at a farm sale. He then 
bought a Whippet touring from Mrs. William Shaw 
and it was sold some time later. Then he bought a 
1934 Ford V8 Sedan, it was sold prior to their last 
sale. submitted by 0. Elvers 

John Ewanchuk 
John Ewanchuk was born on April 17, 1899, the 

son of Michael and Justina, in Bukovina, in the 
western part of Ukraine. 

On June 4, 1899, Michael and Justina took their 
family, John, aged six weeks, Fred, two years, and 
Natasia at seven years, to sail on the ship, Numidian, 



to Quebec. They travelled by rail to Shoal Lake, 
Manitoba. They were met there by Jim Prout, with a 
team of horses and a wagon, who drove them to their 
homestead, which later became N .E. 10-21-25, W-1. 

John lived with his parents and worked on the 
farm, and also worked with other farmers. 

On November 9, 1930, John married Olga, 
daughter of Anton and Mary Macyshyn, and they 
moved to live on S.W. 3-21-25, W-l, which was 
bought by his father from Tom Peden in 1921. There 
they raised their five children. 

Mike was deceased on July 10, 1949. 
Eileen is now Mrs. Douglas Azlen, and they have 

three sons and a daughter. They live in Windsor, 
Ontario. 

Pauline is Mrs. Wally Peleshok, and they have 
one son and two daughters. 

Lena is Mrs. Leonard Hyra, and they have two 
sons and one daughter. They live in Brandon. 

Linda is married to Louis Gensiorek, and they 
live in Calgary. 

John and Olga retired from farming in 1967, and 
moved to live in the village of Rossburn where they 
built a home. In 1980, they celebrated their Fiftieth 
Wedding Anniversary. 

Pauline and Wally Peleshok still operate the home 
farm. 

submitted by their children 

Ewashko 
Early pioneer life of the Ewashko family began 

with the departure of Mr. and Mrs. Mykyta Ewashko 
and their four children, Theodor, Wasyl, Mary and 
Peter in April 1899 from Celo-Bilyi Potik, county of 
Chortkiw of Western Ukraine. 

After their arrival in Halifax they travelled by 
train to Selkirk, Man. then on to Winnipeg. They 
were met by Ukrainian agent Mr. Genik who was 
helping the immigrants to choose their destination. 

There was no prospect of settling in Winnipeg or 
Portage, thus they proceeded to Neepawa, where 
they were directed by a resident to a farm 18 miles 
north of Neepawa where they bought a farm of sixty 
acres at $3.00 per acre in Hunt Valley. After living 
here for two years and making no progress they left 
for Shoal Lake, in search of homesteads. But these 
were all taken up, so the only alternative left was 
purchasing a farm from The North West Railway Co. 
at $4.00 per acre consisting of 80 acres. Sec. 13 S .E.
township 19-range 23, Mykyta Ewashko resided here 
all his life. His son, Wasyl, who was 10 years old 
upon arrival in Canada was of great help to his 
parents. During the winter months he worked hard 
cutting wood and delivered it by oxen to Shoal Lake 
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for sale. In early spring he helped to clear land and in 
1904 twelve acres of land was cleared. 

Wasyl was a very hardy and presistent youngster 
as this incident reveals. While clearing the bush 
alone he accidentally cut his head with a pick-axe. 
Thinking quickly, he ran to a creek nearby, washed 
the wound and covered it with a plantain leaf (bobka) 
then took his sock off and covered the leaf with it and 
tied it with a shoe lace and kept on working. 

In 1904 he went out working at $15.00 a month at 
Kenton, Manitoba for an established farmer Jack 
Dickie. With the $45.00 he earned he gave to his 
parents who were able to purchase a cow. During the 
next few summers he worked for farmers, giving his 
earnings to his parents. In 1907 he worked for six 
months on the Grand Trunk Railway at $40.00 a 
month. One summer in 1909 he worked at Shoal 
Lake Creamery wrapping butter. 

By 1910, being 22 years old, he decided to start 
farming on his own. He bought Y4 section of land 
N.E. 12-19-23 from Bob Menzie. Here he worked 
hard, clearing land and cutting logs for house and 
granary which is still around. 

In 1913 he married Anna Zubrack and after the 
war years farming became more prosperous and he 
was able to purchase another Y4. section of land in 
1922 from Anton Sedlack for $4500.00. 

This prosperity was not lasting, prices dropped 
on all commodities and life of hardship continued. It 
took him till 1942, a period of twenty years, to 
complete paying for the farm. His survival during 
these difficult years was attributed to his great ca
pability in mechanics, carpentry, welding, and mas-

Golden Wedding Anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. Wasyl Ewashko. 
Family members pictured are: Standing, Left to Right: Myrcel, 
Tom. Sitting, Left to Right: Kay, Wasyl, Anna, Nettie. 



onery. He made his own tools which are in Shoal 
Lake museum, his own harnesses, his own sleigh, 
his house and furniture. He also made a fiddle for his 
son. He knit many a sock and mitt, made macrame 
and crocheted mats of twine. He only went to school 
for three months but could read and write in both 
English and Ukrainian. His wife Anna was a good 
seamstress and made many clothes for her children 
and for the neighbors and could also master both 
languages. 

Wasyl and Anna had four children; the oldest Kay 
is married to Bill Luhowy who have two daughters 
and seven grandchildren and live in Oakburn. Tom is 
married to Marcia Koral, they have one son and three 
grandchildren live in Winnipeg. Nettie married to 
Lome Hrysak and live in Shoal Lake, they have four 
children and six grandchildren. Myrcel married 
Anne Drul and have two sons, they live in Winnipeg. 

Wasyl and Anna retired in 1947 in the village of 
Oakburn where they spent many happy years. 

They sold their farm to their son Tom who in turn 
sold it to a neighbor Joe Sitko, the present owner. 

Wasyl Ewashko wrote his own life story in 1959, 
from which we were able to compile the present. 

by the family 

Edward Farrar 
Edward Farrar was a wool buyer for the family 

woollen mills; a world traveler. 
He decided to come to Canada in 1893. 
His homestead was NE 24-20-25 at a price of 

$10.00. There he built a log home and he chummed 
with the Hamilton boys. 

He was a fortunate pioneer as he received money 
regularly from England. 

He later decided to marry his childhood sweet
heart. He sold the homestead buying a quarter sec
tion one mile south and one mile west of the present 
Rossburn town. 

Here he built a home, as the old-timers term it, "a 
fine home". The oak furniture, including a piano, 
was shipped from England. 

He worked part time on the farm for William 
Mitchell Sr. 

His wife found country life too lonely, so they 
sold the farm and went home to England. 

At the sale Wm. Mitchel Sr. bought the furniture. 
Edward Farrar was the only brother of Clara, 

Mrs. M. R. Hamilton. 

Finch 
In the summer of 1879, George Finch, and a 

friend, Harry Sleigh, decided to leave their Bake 
Shop in Stratford, Ontario, and along with several 
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others, came west to what is now Rossburn. There 
was no railway west of Winnipeg, so they bought an 
ox and cart. It was a long, hard trip. It had been a wet 
season, and the rivers and creeks were overflowing. 
There were no bridges, some crossings, a raft, so 
they would load their goods on that and make the 
oxen swim. I have heard my dad tell about a fellow 
lying on his back with his feet held up to drain the 
water out of his rubber boots, and his teeth were 
chattering from the cold. 

George Finch - one of the area's first pioneers - settled on 
Sec. 2-20-25, overlooking Birdtail. 

They came on West until they reached Rossburn 
- where Mr. Todd settled. My father and Mr. Sleigh 
came on to Rossburn and to the Valley. That first 
winter they lived in a shack in Todburn, next to the 
old Murray farm with just straw on the roof. They had 
the oxen in with them. They ate their meals off the 
top of the stove. They had brought salt pork with 
them, and ate meat for one meal and kept the gravy 
for the next meal. 

In the Spring, they moved back to the Valley and 
took up land there. They lived in a tent until they got 
shacks built. However, Dad was not satisfied to settle 
without seeing more of the "West." After visiting 
Saskatchewan, he returned, not to his Valley home-



stead, but to the Bruan District - NWY4 2-20-24, 
formerly owned by George Manson. It had a good 
house on it, and overlooking the Birdtail Valley - on 
the NEY4 -lived Mr. and Mrs. Tom Buchanan, and 
the "Broadfoot" family on the South Y2. 

During those early years, the Railway was being 
built and the Lumber Camps were busy, so cooks 
were needed to feed the gangs of men, and this gave 
Dad almost steady employment as a "Cook" - but 
now that he had settled for a home, he sent word to 
his 14-year-old son, Ernest, - if he was man enough 
to come alone, to come, - so Ernie came. He had 
been born in Toronto, Ontario and at the age of two 
had been taken back to England to his grandparents, 
after the death of his mother. A short time after that, 
Dad went to England and brought out his father, 
Richard Finch, who lived with him until his death in 
1892. 

In the Fall of 1889, father went to Ontario and on 
Christmas Day, married Isabella Morris of Carlton 
Place, Ontario and then back West to his farm. Dur
ing the years, four children were born: Georgina-
1891, Bill - 1892, Bernice - 1894, and Laura-
1896. 

We attended Bruan School, which was built in 
1898, and opened that same year on August 21st, 
with Billie Duggan, the teacher. There were 19 chil
dren on the roll. 

That same summer, Mr. H. B. Cooper came and 
started up a little store in the Broadfoot house, as they 
had moved away, and by winter, had a store built on 
the comer, where the Toronto Dominion Bank now 
stands. Mr. Cooper also took over the Post Office 
from Mr. Buchanan. The Presbyterian Church stood 
on one comer, the Methodist Church on the other 
comer, and Grandpa Harlow's on the fourth comer. 
For years, it was called the" Comer" and that was the 
beginning of the Village of Rossburn. 

In the early days, the settlers had very little to 
work with - a team of oxen or horses, and a one
furrow plow and harrows. After the land was plowed 
and harrowed, it was sown by what they called broad
cast: sack affair that hung from the neck or shoulders 
that would hold maybe a pail of seed, which was 
thrown and scattered from one hand, then the other, 
as he paced back and forth across the field, then 
harrowed. In a few years, they were able to get 
Seeders and Binders, and the horse-drawn threshing 
machines. They were heavy and it took a lot of whip
cracking and (Gees and Haws) to get it lined up with 
the separator; then the sheaves were pitched onto the 
feeder table where the band-cutters cut bands, and a 
man in the middle fed the machine. 

The grain was caught in a bushel bucket. The 
straw went up a canvas carrier and up to the stack, 
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where two men had to keep pitching the straw away 
from the carrier. Now that the wheat was threshed, a 
load of it was taken to Birtle to the Flour Mill, and a 
year's supply of flour and grits, or farina, were 
brought back and stored upstairs - a room safe from 
mice, etc., and the grain for sale had to be drawn to 
Solsgirth or Kelloe, a 34-mile round trip. So when 
the Railway came in 1905, it was like a dream come 
true, but our Dad did not live long enough to enjoy it. 
He died in 1907 of a heart ailment, at the age of 54. 
This left our Mother with a fourteen-year-old boy to 
run the farm, now a Y2 section and a Y4 of hay land, 
with a herd of cattle, but Bill took over and did a good 
job. Bill took great pride in his horses and when they 
sold out in 1912, they brought record prices. Mother 
now moved to Rossburn and in the summer of 1913 
she died, after several years of failing health. 

The Finch Family. Left to Right: Bernie, Ernie, Georgina, Lau
ra, Bill and George as pictured in 1902. 

The four children born to George and Isabella 
Finch are, up until writing this, still living. Our half 
brother, Ernest, died in 1972 in his 99th year. He was 
a CPR Engineer for many years, starting work in the 
Shops in 1899. He married Annie Hamilton of Sols
girth in 1912 and they lived in Kenora, Ontario until 
their deaths. 

Georgina, the eldest daughter, married Frank 
Cleland who came here in 1907 and settled on 
22-20-25, where they lived until Frank's death in 
1946. During these years, they had two sons, Alex 
and Dave. In 1937, Alex married Elizabeth Carson. 
They had two children: Wendell and Elaine. Wendell' 
married Jean Armstrong, of Sussex, England. They 
have three children, Sarah, Beverly and Richard. 
Wendell and Alex farm and raise cattle. Wendell 
lives on the home farm 22-20-25. Alex lives in 
Rossburn. Lizzie died in 1977. As a matter of inter
est, I might mention, Alex was Reeve of the Munic-



ipality for a time, Chairman of the Hospital Board for 
several years and still is, and also is very active in the 
Game and Fish Society. 

Elaine married Delroy Stitt. They have three 
sons, Gary, Brian and Robbie and live in Winnipeg. 

Dave, the second son, married Margaret Veitch. 
For five years, Dave worked on the Winnipeg Street 
Railway, later the Winnipeg Transit, before coming 
back to Rossburn in 1947. He bought the former Will 
Young General Store, operating it for 16 years then 
sold out and worked as a Salesman. They have one 
daughter, Vivian. She married Carman Bright. They 
have two children, Charlene and Christopher. They 
live in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. 

Bill, after getting Mother moved to town, went to 
Kenora, Ontario to work on the CPR. When War 
broke out, he joined up with the 107th Battalion, and 
later, the 1st Canadian Engineers. Twice wounded, he 
came home in 1919, and that same year, married 
Christen a Johnson. They farmed for a few years, 
then moved to St. Catharines, Ontario, where he 
worked at the McKinnon Shops until retirement. 

Christena died in 1956. Bill moved West again, 
and in a few years, he married Isabel Spence. She, 
also, has passed away, and Bill now lives in 
Rossburn. 

Bernice, the second daughter, while nursing in 
the States, met and married an American, Ernie 
Landsberger, and they live in Hastings, Minnesota. 

Laura, the third daughter, married Fred Veitch. 
They farmed for a few years, then moved to Mus
koka, Ontario. Fred died in 1961. Laura now lives in 
Toronto. They had one son, Bill. He married Jean 
Donnely, of Bracebridge, Ontario. He fought in Italy 
with the Princess Pats - was severely wounded. 
After returning home, he worked with Phillip's T. V. 
until his death in 1972 at the age of 56. 

Fowler 
Terence (Terry) Joseph Fowler came to Canada in 

Oct. 1945 after spending 4Y2 years in the British 
Merchant Marines. He was born in New Ferry, Eng
land. He visited many countries in his travels but 
chose to settle in Canada. 

He married Elizabeth (Besse) Walker of the 
Mears Postal District of Rossburn Municipality. 
They made their home on the Walker farm north of 
Rossburn and raised five sons. Lynn Raymond, 
Terence Ryan, James Patrick (Pat), Gene Francis and 
Desmond Michael. 

Lynn, Ryan and Pat attended Chemelnycki 
School, then Rossburn school by school bus driven 
by Harry Drosdoski. Their teacher while in Chem
elnycki was Mrs. Stan Malchuk. Gene received his 
Grade 1 and 2 education in Rossburn. 
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The Fowler family moved to Brandon in 1966 
where Desmond started his schooling. 

Terry went into Photography in Brandon and has 
"The Fowler Studio." Lynn, Ryan and Pat all reside 
in Yellowknife, N.W.T. Lynn is supervisor of "The 
Resource Centre." Ryan is Captain of the Yellow
knife Airport Fire Department. Pat also belongs to 
the Fire Department. They are also volunteer fighters 
for the Yellowknife Fire Department. 

Lynn is a short story writer and photographer for 
Nord Magazine, etc. Ryan does photography for the 
magazInes. 

Gene works for Coca Cola Ltd. Brandon, and 
Des is Chef at The Country Kitchen, Brandon. Mrs. 
Fowler is a P.C.A. at the Fairview Nursing Home. 

written by Besse Fowler 

Vincent ami Irene Gamllza 
Vincent John Gandza immigrated to Canada from 

Zbaraz in the Ukraine in 1911, when he was 17 years 
old. After his arrival in Canada, he worked in the city 
of Montreal. Because of his love for working on the 
land, he decided to come to Manitoba. He worked at 
a General Store in the Mountain Road area. Shortly 
after this, he visited the Ruthenia district and worked 
there for some time for the farmers. This is where he 
met his wife, Irene Kutzan. 

Irene Kutzan was the daughter of Steve and Mar
tha Kutzan who immigrated to Canada with her par
ents in 1901. This year 1901 has been recorded in 
history as a year whereby a great number of Euro
peans migrated to North America. Irene was then one 

Vincent and Irene Gandza -1946. 



year old and her older sister Annie was nine years 
old. The Kutzans homesteaded on sec. 30-21-25. 

Vincent and Irene were married in the Ruthenia 
Church on August 3, 1919. The marriage ceremony 
was officiated by Father Kraykiwsky. After mar
riage, Vincent joined the Kutzan household and they 
worked the farm together as the Kutzans had no sons. 

Vincent had foresight into the future. He drained 
the lake on the farm and hay grows on it now. He 
broke a lot of new land and made a road through the 
middle of the farm. He cut a lot of lumber in his day. 
This lumber was used to build a new home in 1936. 
He also built the other farm buildings on the farm 
using this lumber. He planted a natural shelter around 
this new house. He also planted an orchard in which 
he grew a variety of crab apples, plums, cherries, 
currants, gooseberries, raspberries and strawberries. 
He used to get his orchard plants from Skinners 
Nurseries, north of Russell which sells nursery stock 
to this day. He was a woodsman at heart and loved the 
Riding Mountain National Park close to his farm 
home. He was a trapper, hunter and fisherman. He 
used to tan hides that were made into mitts and 
moccasins for the family. Some hides were made into 
robes that made warm snug covers for him and his 
family when they travelled by sleigh and cutter in the 
winter. 

Beekeeping was another hobby of his which 
provided a honey supply for his family. 

Because of the many blossoms in the orchard and 
flower gardens, the bees pollinated the plants. The 
orchard grew lovely fruits and the bees made honey. 

Vincent served as trustee of the Ruthenia School 
for many years. He also served on the board of the 
Ruthenia Ukrainian Catholic Church to which he, his 
wife Irene and family were faithful members. He 
helped build roads and was always willing to lend a 
helping hand to his neighbours. Vincent sponsored a 
nephew of his to Canada. This was his sister's boy 
from Ukraine, Paul Yasonik. 

Vincent was also a good hunter so the family 
always had plenty of meat and wild game birds, like 
ducks and prairie chickens. In later years, the sons 
helped with the hunting. 

Irene, his wife, was a good help mate. She grew a 
big vegetable garden. She sold vegetables from her 
garden and kept a good supply for her family. The 
basement was always full of root vegetables. She 
kept a supply of barrels of sauerkraut, cottage cheese 
and butter frozen for the winter, stored in a safe, 
sheltered place before freezers came in. 

Irene's farm home had many flowers in the sum
mer. People driving by called in to admire the beauti
ful flowers, garden and orchard. 

The farm yard was filled with much poultry -
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chickens, turkeys, ducks and geese. Many of these 
were sold to Poultry Grading Suppliers and provided 
extra income for her family. 

Irene and her family milked lots of cows. These 
had plenty of pasture in the Riding Mountain Na
tional Park and had to be fetched home every eve
ning. The bell on one of the cows made it easier to 
find them (provided the cow with the bell wasn't 
lying down resting). Sometimes the cows would 
wander farther than usual and often it was late at night 
by the time they were brought home. But Irene never 
hesitated this chore even though perhaps she feared 
wild bears or wolves would cross her path. She also 
helped with the harvesting, haying and stooking to 
get the harvest done faster. As her family grew older, 
they too pitched in with the chores and farm work. 
Cattle also had to be watered at the watering hole in a 
lake which had to be chopped out every morning in 
the winters. 

Irene was a working member in her church for 
years, was an excellent seamstress and her family 
was well dressed. After her family grew up, she made 
clothes for neighbours and friends that even a profes
sional dressmaker wouldn't have made as well. She 
made all the skirts, blouses, pants, sashes and hats 
for the Ukrainian costumes that the Angusville 
Ukrainian Catholic Church ladies use for the children 
of Angusville community for Ukrainian Cultural 
Programmes and dancing. This she did of her own 
free will to help her Church and community. She 
spun her own wool into yarn which she made into 
mitts and socks for the family. She was well known 
for her quilt making. She washed, teased and carded 
wool for quilts. She supplied all her children with 
beautiful quilts and sewed baby quilts for her grand
children. 

Irene's cupboards were always full of homemade 
fruit preserves, jellies, jams and pickles. Her kind
ness, friendliness and hospitality welcomed family, 
friends and relatives into her home. She served all 
who came to visit her as she was a very talented cook 
and could bake the best buns, cookies and dough
nuts. You could never leave her home without this 
hospitality. 

Vincent and Irene were blessed with a family of 
seven sons and four daughters, Steve, Walter, Helen, 
Lawrence, Adolf, Lena, Eugenia, Jerry, Mary, Peter 
and Joe. 

The oldest son Steve, a hotel employee at Sud
bury, Ontario, married Helen Hutzel of Winnipeg. 
Their children are Vincent, Patricia, Daniel and 
Brenda (deceased). 

Walter of St. Catharines married Evelyn Yarmey 
of Saskatchewan. He owns an orchard and works for 



General Motors. Their children are Larry, Linda 
(deceased), Jim, Ronnie, Susan, Donnie and Johnny. 

Helen married Dan Pawluk (of Rossburn) and 
they farm in the Foxwarren area. Their children are 
Ron, Brian, Randy and Michelle. 

Lawrence, a high school teacher at Dauphin mar
ried Wanda Penonzek of Russell. Their children are 
Glenda and Garry. 

Adolf works for General Motors in St. Cath
arines, Ontario. 

Lena married Milton Ostash of Rossburn, now a 
Massey-Ferguson Implement Dealer at Shoal Lake. 
Their sons are Dennis, Rick, Ken, Joe and Darren. 

Eugenia married Alex Juba, a farmer from An
gusville. Their children are Janis, Beverly, Michelle 
and Michael. 

Jerry, a garageman and carpenter at Shoal Lake, 
married Lillian Konyk of Rossburn and their children 
are Judy, Stephanie, Stacey, Joanie and Daniel. 

Mary married Tony Sydor, a Hardware Store 
Dealer in Foam Lake, Saskatchewan and their chil
dren are Kathy, Cindy, Larry, Barry and Jennifer. 

Peter, a plumber in Missassauga, Ontario, mar
ried Vera Timoshenko of Toronto and their children 
are Victor, Taras and Gregory. 

Joe, presently with the air forces at Moose Jaw, 
married Barbara Brown of Comox, B.C. Their chil
dren are Lisa and Tanya. 

There are twenty great grandchildren. Irene 
stayed on the farm until 1964. She then moved to 
Angusville and resided there until her passing in 
1980. Vincent predeceased her in 1956. Both are laid 
to rest at Ruthenia Cemetery close to their beloved 
farm home where they were married, farmed and 
raised their family. 

Narrators: Helen Pawluk, Lena Ostash, Jerry 
Gandza, Eugenia Juba. 

Gawryluk 
Dmetro Gawryluk was born Oct. 25, 1890 in the 

district of Harashua, (western Ukraine). Both his 
parents were born at Harashua as well. He immi
grated to Canada in the year J91O, when he was 20 
years of age. Leaving point was Hamburg, Germany. 
It took the boat one week to arrive in New York, 
U.S.A. on April 1, 1910. 

From New York, he travelled by train to Win
nipeg and on to Hamiota, Manitoba where he worked 
for Bill Matheson as a farm hand. After working here 
for a year or so, Dmetro purchased his own land, a 
quarter only at first, of wooded undeveloped land 
SW V4 22-20-24 which is located along P.R. 577. The 
first buildings were shacks situated along the west 
side of the quarter. 
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Dmetro continued working for Matheson during 
the summers for a number of years. During the win
ter months, there were trees to be cut by axe and 
sawed into cord wood. This was hauled to Rossburn 
and sold to the flour mill. He purchased a stump 
puller to aid him in his hard work, as a lot of the bush 
was heavy black poplar trees. 

After the land was cleared of trees and land 
broke, as a pioneer Dmetro grew Marquis wheat. 

Saving his money, he sent enough funds to the 
Ukraine to his brother Steve and two sisters Dora and 
Ann, which paid their passage to Canada. 

On March 3rd, 1918, he married Mary Korolek 
from the Olha district. Mary was Canadian born on 
April 21, 1900. Mary was the daughter of Onufrey 
and Polachna (Polly Bilan) Korolek. They came to 
Canada in 1899. Onufrey came from Stanislav and 
Polly from Poberedyzy, Ukraine. They settled in the 
Olha district where they farmed the NWV4 4-20-23. 
Mary attended the Olha school. Dr. Theo Bay was the 
minister performing their wedding ceremony. Best 
man was Marco Danyleyko and bridesmaid was 
Anna Kokoruza. 

Onefrey and Polly Korolyk are pictured about 1886 in Ukraine 
with sons Stanley, Wasyl, Mike and daughter Ann. 

Steve Gawryluk married Ann Procyk from Mar
co district. After their marriage, they moved to De
troit, U.S.A. Here Steve worked in a rubber plant. 
While they lived there, their first daughter, Lillian, 
was born. Years later, they returned to Canada and 
purchased a farm SWV4 21-20-24 near Rossburn, 
Manitoba. A second daughter Helen was born here. 
They farmed until thei~retirement in 1958, when they 
moved to Rossburn. Steve passed away Oct. 1959. 
Ann remarried after a few years to John Yarmey of 



Steve Gawryluk. 

Winnipeg, where she resided until her passing in 
1978. 

Dora Gawryluk married Elyish Todosiw. They 
farmed north of Pete's Lake in the R. M. of Rossburn. 
They had four children Mary, Suzanne, Teras, and 
Pearl. Suzanne passed away in 1936. Teras passed 
away in 1973. Elyish Todosiw deceased in 1940. 

Dora remarried in 1945 to Mike Sawchyshyn of 
Birdtail area. They farmed there until their retire
ment when they moved to Rossburn. 

Mike Sawchyshyn passed on in 1973, at the age 
of 84. Dora moved to Vernon, B.C. to her daughter's 
until her passing at the age of 82 years in 1975. She 
lay at rest in Vernon, B.C. 

Ann Gawryluk married Mike Korolek from the 
Marco district in 1924. They farmed here and had 
three children, Margorie, Pearl and Sam. Ann passed 
away in 1937. Mike passed away Dec. II, 1973. Sam 
passed away also. 

A number of years later, Dmetro sent funds once 
more to the Ukraine to pay passage for two nieces 
Dora and Irene Spasyk, from Harashua, Western 
Ukraine to Canada. When they arrived, they found 
jobs in the district as farm helpers. Dora Spasyk 
married Steve Antoniw. They farmed in the Rossburn 
area until 1949 when they moved to Winnipeg. Their 
children are Mary and Morley. Steve passed away in 
1951. Dora remarried a few years later. She and her 
second husband lived in Winnipeg until her passing 
in 1976. 

Irene Spasyk married and moved to the U.S.A. 
In 1918, Dmetro was called to the Army thus 

leaving his wife, Mary, on the farm by herself. He 
served here from Jan. 2, 1919 until Jan. 31, 1919, 
when he obtained his discharge. After his discharge 
from the army, he purchased the NWY4 15-20-24. 
Here they built a two storey log house in 1920. The 
logs were all squared by axe. A barn and sheds were 
constructed to house their animals. The buildings 
were all plastered with a mixture of clay, straw and 
sand. The house was then whitewashed. The house 
had a shingle roof while the barn and sheds had sod 
roofs. 
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One day, in the year 1925, Mary decided to 
rearrange the furniture in the upstairs bedroom of 
their quite new home. The bed always stood with the 
head board against the chimney, which Dmetro liked 
to rest his head against while reading. Mary decided 
she would like the bed on the other side of the room 
and so one day moved it. Upon retiring for the night, 
Dmetro was very annoyed with Mary for having 
moved it. During the night, a thunderstorm arose. It 
was a vicious storm with lightning striking the 
chimney. It went down the basement knocking a hole 
in the chimney right where the head of the bed used tei 
be. The bed was never moved back to that location. 

In 1930, the NWY4 22-20-24 was purchased from 
Mr. Mutskiw or Mortgage Company. Dmetro and his 
brother Steve purchased a McCormick Deering 
threshing machine jointly, in 1934. With this ma
chine Dmetro threshed around the district for farmers 
appoximately six weeks each fall, until his retirement 
in 1952. 

The winter of 1934, the cattle broke through the 
ice on a lake near their homestead. All the cows, 
about 40 in all, drowned leaving them with only 
calves, which were in the stable at the time of the 
mishap. The local natives were given the right to fish 
the carcasses out of the water, leaving only the hides 
to Metro and Mary, while they took all the rest. 

The following year in 1935, a severe rust hit their 
crop. Many of the farmers in the district suffered this 
hardship as well. The crops were affected so badly 
that it was necessary to burn them as there wasn't any 
grain in the heads. 

Another quarter, SWY4 15-20-24 was purchased 
from Steve Antoniw in 1945 and yet another quarter 
of land NEY4 16-20-24 was purchased. This was 
formerly owned by Dmetro Kozack. 

Dmetro and Mary farmed until 1952 and raised a 
family of eight children, two sons and six daughters. 

In 1952, they retired from farming, selling the 
land to their sons Michael and William and moved 
into the house they had purchased in Rossburn in 
1948. They lived here until their passing. Dmetro 
passed away Dec. 27, 1975 at the age of 85 years. 
Mary passed away July IS, 1979 at the age of 79 
years. They both lay at rest, beside each other, in the 
St. John's Ukrainian United Church cemetery NWY4 
16-20-24 along P.R. 577. 
Their Family 

The oldest - Michael Gawryluk married Leah 
Mueller in 1950. They have five sons - Bryan, 
Terry, Kenneth, Randall, and Allan. Mike and Leah 
are farming at the Pete's Lake area along P.R. 577. 

The second - Olga married Alex Barnesky in 
1942. Their children are Jerry, Harvey, Wilbert, 
Beatrice, Raymond, Darryl and Glen born Jan. 12, 



50th Wedding Anniversary of Dmetro and Mary Gawryluk 
celebrated on Saturday, March 3, 1968. 

1962 - died Dec. 6, 1962. Olga and Alex farm north 
of Birdtail. 

The third - William married Rose Hutsil in 
1949. They had five children - Dennis, Betty, Ka
ren, Jo-Ann, and James. Jo-Ann was born July 2, 
1967 - died Dec. 25, 1976. Bill and Rose farm the 
homestead near Rossbum along P.R. 577. 

The fourth - Elsie married Peter Malchuk in 
1949. Their children are - Jerry, Linda, Patricia, 
David and Bearnice. Elsie and Peter reside in 
Rossbum. 

The fifth - Roman - born Oct. 15, 1934 - died 
Feb. 5, 1935. 

The sixth - Ann married Gamet Reid in 1957. 
Ann and Gamet reside in Brandon. 

The seventh - John - born Oct. 22, 1940-
died Dec. 20, 1940. 

The eighth - Mary - born in 1938 - died June 
6, 1954. 

They next had a set of twins. Mildred - married 
Ram Azad in 1968. They have one son, Jason. They 
reside in Winnipeg, Man. Martha - married Bob 
Windsor in 1966. Martha lives in Vancouver, B.C. 

Gensiorek 
John and Euphrosia (Fresena) Gensiorek immi

grated to Canada in the year 1900 with their children 
Sophie, Joe, Mike, Anton and Leo to reside in the 
Ruthenia district. They homesteaded on the NE 
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20-21-25 WPM. Four other children were born in 
Canada, namely Peter, Paul, Neil and Mary. 

For a couple of years, he (John Gensiorek) 
worked for other farmers and then started farming his 
own land, first with oxen. Later he bought horses. He 
often brought flour for neighbors from Birtle, Man
itoba - a distance of 40 miles away. He would bring 
this load of flour across lakes and prairies and at 
times he had to unload it and cover it with blankets
due to winter storms. 

In 1917 Mike and Tony (Anton) were called to the 
army. John Gensiorek was the first one in the district 
to buy a Case Threshing outfit. He sometimes 
threshed until after New Year's for the neighbors. 

In 1924, Neil went to school in Winnipeg and 
outside of short visits home, remained there until the 
present time. 

Standing, Left to Right: Euphosia Gensiorek, Anton Gen
siorek, Natalie Derlago, Pauline Derlago. Silting: John Gen
siorek, Clement Derlago and Charlie Derlago. (1923) 

John Gensiorek passed away on May 17, 1930 
and his wife on December 8,1933. Both are buried at 
Ruthenia, Manitoba. 

Fresena and John Gensiorek's children were: 
Sophie, married Charlie Huta and their family in
cluded; Mike, Annie (Mrs. Mike Humenny), Tony, 
Steve, Mary (Mrs. Nick Boryskewich), Eva (Mrs. 
Paul Lesiuk), Nick, Jean (Mrs. Harry Komaransky), 
John and Harry. Sophie Huta died January 3, 1948, 
Charlie Huta died March 17, 1958, Nick Huta died 
June 12, 1979. 

Joe married Annie Sokalski and their children 
were Mike, Louis, Pauline (Mrs. Steve Pomieto) and 
Helen (Mrs. Peter Melnyk). Joe passed away in 1923 
and his wife in 1926. 

Mike married Caroline Bartkiw and their chil
dren were Helen (Mrs. Jim Hetter) Jean (Mrs. Herb 
Hemminger) John, Mary (Mrs. Mike Dutkewich) 
Jessie (Mrs. Bill Anchuk) Emily (Mrs. John Moon
ey). Mary died in April, 1943, Mike died December 
12, 1945, Caroline died March 4, 1977 and Helen 
died March 21, 1978. 



Anton married Natalie Derlago and their children 
were Joe, John, Walter, Frank and Effie (Mrs. Joe 
Bart). Frank died March 17, 1969 and Anton died 
December 2, 1978. 

Leo married Rosie Derlago and their children 
were Natalie (Mrs. Mike Verbowski) Mildred (Mrs. 
John Macyshyn), Lorna (Mrs. Bill Mankir) Kenneth 
and Bert (died in infancy). 

Natalie passed away February 20, 1980 and Leo 
died April 4, 1981. 

Peter married Annie Staveshny and their children 
were Nick, Edward, Bert and Elizabeth (Mrs. John 
Kjersem). 

Peter died March 21, 1980. 
Paul married Annie Wushka and their children 

were Nick, Adolph, John, Henry, Peter, Joe, Lillian, 
Melvin, Louis and Adeline. 

Neil married Mary Glofka and they had one 
daughter, Deanna. 

Mary died in infancy. 

Glavin-Wilson 
Sylvia (Dolly) Glavin, daughter of John and Eva 

Glavin, was born at Ranchvale, Manitoba in 1893. 
The family had come from the United States and after 
Sylvia was born they returned to the United States 
and in 1911 came back to Canada and settled in 
Rossburn, Manitoba. 

Pictured in front of the former Telephone Office next to the 
Bank in 1918 are: Dunc Ferguson and Sylvia Wilson (nee 
Glavin). 
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Sylvia went to work in the Telephone office, her 
Mother was a seamstress and sewed for many of the 
ladies of Rossburn, her brother Bert worked in the 
bank. In 1924 Bert was moved to the bank in Bran
don, from there he went to Winnipeg. He served in 
the Army during W. W. II and married Viola Mallows 
from Winnipeg. They had two sons, Dennis, an 
Entrepreneur in Toronto, married and has a son 
Michael. Gary, a P.H.D. teaches in St. Catherines, 
Ontario and is married. Bert served for many years 
on the East Kildonan School Board and was chair
man. Following his death in 1972 a school was named 
after him, the Bertrum Glavin Elementary School, in 
honor of his many years of service to the board. 

In 1921 Sylvia married the young lawyer, Elmer 
Wilson, son of James and Maryann Wilson of Birtle. 
Elmer graduated in Law from the University of Man
itoba, and was practising with his brother W. W. W. 
Wilson of Russell, Manitoba. In 1914 Elmer went off 
to war only to lose his leg a few months before the 
end of the war. He returned in 1919 and went back into 
Law on the main street of Rossburn. He practised 
there until 1931, when he was given a position as 
Pension Advocate in the Veteran's Bureau in Ottawa. 
He retired in 1958 and passed away in Ottawa in 1969. 

Elmer and Sylvia were active in the community 
during their years as residents. Elmer served on the 
school board and Masonic Lodge and was an active 
member of the United Church. Sylvia was a member 
of the Women's Institute and they both played tennis 
and skated. 

Sylvia organized the Uncle Peters Peterkin Club 
in the late 1920's. This was a radio program spon
sored by the Robert Simpson Company of Winnipeg. 
A prize was given for the club with the most members 
and the Rossburn club won the prize. The Rossburn 
Club had over fifty members. My father had a slide 
built for the Peterkins at the side of our house (the old 
Johnson house) and we all had many good times 
sliding there. 

Sylvia and Elmer had two children, Corinne born 
1922, and Vincent born in 1924. My brother Vincent 
started school in Rossburn but was only seven when 
we moved to Ottawa so he remembers very little of 
life in the west. He now lives in Hamilton where he is 
employed with Stelco Steel Company. He is married 
and has a stepson Wayne and two grandchildren. I. 
married a lawyer and have lived in Tottenham for 
thirty-four years. We have four girls: Rhonda, Marla, 
Dalyce and Nadine and three grandchildren. 

I have many recollections of my childhood in 
Rossburn such as piano recitals when I took lessons 
from Mrs. Connell and Mrs. Hough; playing a duet 
with Blair Lindsay when we were six. (Blair took 
violin lessons from Miss Proctor). I well remember 



the day I stood up in front of the church on Mother's 
Day saying a recitation and my father's look of dis
gust, from the front pew, as he prompted me all the 
way through. 

Although we have been gone from Rossburn for 
many years we still keep in touch by your local 
newspaper and visits when possible to the old home 
town. 

Corinne Wilson Mallion 

Peter Gh.lch 
I immigrated to Canada in 1922 from the village 

of Smyalkivchyky, Chortkiw district, province of 
Halychyna in Western Ukraine. 

I came to join my uncle and aunt, Peter and Maria 
(Dunits) who had migrated to Canada in 1906 or '07. 
Due to poverty conditions in my homeland, I was the 
only one of my immediate family that immigrated to 
Canada. Together with my uncle and aunt, I farmed 
the S.E. Y4 18-20-24, three miles north and half mile 
east of Rossburn. We later acquired the S. W. Y4 of 
Sec. 18 from Alex Hamilton. 

I married Mary Maydaniuk in 1931 and we lived 
with my uncle and aunt for a number of years. I 
recall, quite vividly, that we received a number of 
cattle as our wedding gift from Mary's parents, and 
my uncle and aunt. As our bam was quite small and 
with winter approaching we had to sell twelve of the 
young cows. The proceeds from the sale was a mere 
$182 or $15 a cow. 

My uncle and aunt eventually retired from the 
farm and moved to Rossburn, and later to the Sandy 
Lake Nursing Home. Uncle Pete passed away in 1961 
and Aunt Maria in 1964. 

Mary and I are presently retired and continue to 
live on the farm, having rented our land to our 
nephew, Dennis Didych. 

Glushka 

P. Gluch 
(1980) 

In 1899 Hrynko Glushka, aged 44, and his wife 
Teklia, aged 37, made their decision to emigrate to 
Canada. They had a family of six - son Michael 
being the eldest, and five daughters: Nastia, Paulina, 
Anna, Petrusia and Katerina. They lived in the vil
lage of Kociubynchyky, county of Husiatyn in West
ern Ukraine. Like so many of their countrymen, they 
wanted a better future for their children and Canada 
was a land of opportunities. They sold what little 
property they had and, accompanied by another fam
ily from their village, they left their homeland in the 
early spring. 

Arriving in Winnipeg at the C.P.R. station in 
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early May, they found the immigration building al
ready overfilled with Ukrainian immigrants. On the 
9th of May, the colonization train left for Strathclair 
where they were to spend a few days before going to 
their homesteads. Before reaching Strathclair, three 
of the children died on the train. This saddened and 
worried the people who, till then, believed that their 
troubles were just about over. 

In Strathclair, they were accommodated in two 
large sheds and a bam. The buildings were cold and 
damp. The only bedding the immigrants had was 
what they brought with them from the old country. 
They cooked their meals over open fires outdoors. 
There had been little opportunity for bathing and 
doing laundry. Immigrants traveled second class. 
Although tired and disheartened, they were eager to 
move on to their homesteads. That first night in the 
bam, two or three small children died. Several more 
were sick with high fevers and dry coughs. 

On the morning of May 13th, a transport of eleven 
wagons, loaded with men, women and children, took 
off in a north-western direction. Among them was 
Hrynko and Teklia Glushka and their family. The day 
was cool and cloudy. In the afternoon it started to 
rain, first lightly and then a steady drizzle. The 
mothers leaned forward over their babies trying to 
keep them dry. Towards evening they arrived at their 
destination, about fourteen miles north of the town of 
Shoal Lake, near Patterson Lake on section 22 -
township 19 - range 23. By then, no one even 
thought about food. They were eager to get into the 
large tents that were quickly set up on the wet 
ground. They changed into whatever dry clothes they 
had left and after a while the tents were warmed up 
from the heat of the camp stove which was placed in 
the middle of each tent. By morning, everyone was 
asleep and quietness pervaded except for the cough
ing of the children and some adults who were also ill. 
When they woke up in the morning, they found the 
ground outside covered with snow. During the days 
that followed, the disease, Scarlet Fever, which had 
spread among them began taking its toll. Before the 
end of that first day, two little daughters of Teklia and 
Hrynko Glushka had died. These were Petrusia and 
Katerina. 

And so it was that before these pioneers had time 
to move to their homesteads, there came to be near 
their tents a little cemetery consisting of forty-two 
graves. But life must go on. These great people had 
faith in God and in the future. After a period of 
mourning they each moved on to their homesteads. 

Hrynko and Teklia settled on the northwest quar
ter of section 16 - township 19 - range 23. Then 
began the hard work of building a shelter, breaking 
land, etc. That first year the government provided 



them with food rations. The English and Scottish 
settlers who lived to the south were kind to them and 
helped them whenever they could, providing the 
immigrants with employment so these could buy 
food for the coming winter. 

Michael Glushka, who was then a young lad of 
fourteen, found employment with a Mrs. McMurchy 
near Shoal Lake. His work was to look after the cattle 
on the ranch. He was educated in the Ukrainian 
language in the old country but was eager to learn to 
read and write in English. Mrs. McMurchy came to 
his help. She provided him with books, etc. Michael 
worked on the assignments she gave him while riding 
his horse or sitting in the shade of a tree, tending the 
cattle. Later he worked at other jobs as well. One 
year, Michael and several of his friends walked all the 
way to Forest, looking for work. They heard that men 
were needed to build a railway. When they arrived 
there, the boss hired the other men but said Michael 
was of a small build and would not be able to stand up 
to such hard work. Michael pleaded to be given a 
chance. The boss gave in and was pleased with his 
work so Michael stayed on as long as his friends did. 

In 1903, tragedy again struck at the family of 
Hrynko Glushka. On the afternoon of July 7th, 
Teklia decided to go picking wild strawberries. There 
were three daughters at home then, Paulina, Anna 
and little Patronella who was born in Canada. Nastia 
who was thirteen then was away working near 
Decker. Teklia took one of the girls with her and left 
the others at home to look after the baby. After 
picking berries for a while she noticed a sudden 
storm coming up so she hurried home with the little 
girl. Soon after entering the house, they were struck 
by a bolt of lightening. When Hrynko came home 
that afternoon he found his wife and three daughters 
dead - the fingers of the mother and little girl still 
stained with strawberry juice, the baby in the cradle 
and the third child nearby. The house was intact and 
is still standing to this day. The four members of the 
family were buried in St. John of Cant cemetery, 
north of Oakburn on July 8th, 1903. Father Delaire 
officiated at the funeral. The eldest daughter, Nastia, 
learned of the tragedy three months later when she 
came home from work. 

Hrynko, suddenly left without his wife and 
young family, found life almost unbearable until he 
met Frances Ewasiuk who was also widowed. They 
married in 1904. 

In November of 1905, Hrynko went to see his 
son, Michael, who was working with a threshing 
crew near Shoal Lake. On his way back to a neighbor
ing farm where he had left his team of horses, it 
became dark and the surroundings were unfamiliar to 
him. He stumbled into an open well. He was dead 
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when he was found the next day. The neighbors 
buried him beside his wife and three daughters. 

There were only Michael and Nastia left now of 
the original family who came to Canada, only six 
years ago. So Michael took over the task of farming 
his father's homestead. On May 6, 1906 he married 
Mary Trakalo, eldest daughter of Dmetro and Ana
stasia Trakalo. 

Michael's sister Nastia married Steven Shewchuk 
in 1909 and farmed in the Ozerna district till her death 
in 1939. Michael and Mary Glushka continued farm
ing on the homestead and four of their children were 
born there - Frances in 1907, Tena in 1909, John in 
1911 and Dmytro in 1912. By now this pioneerfamily 
was getting along quite nicely. Being a progressive 
type of person, Michael decided that a gas driven 
threshing machine would be a great asset to him. He 
went into partnership with a neighbour and bought 
the outfit. Things didn't go too well from then on. 
The machine kept breaking down. The men were 
inexperienced and did not know how to repair it. 
Michael wasn't able to make the payments. In 1912, 
he sold the homestead and, in 1914, moved his family 
to live with his wife's parents, Dmytro and Anastasia 
Trakalo in the Mohyla district. Here he built a little 
house for his family. The four children attended 
Mohyla school. The family worshiped in the Mohyla 
Ukrainian Catholic Church. Another daughter, Al
ice, was born here in 1920. Michael went to work for 
Bob Peden on the cattle ranch which was situated 
seven miles north of Marco, what is now the Riding 
Mountain National Park. 

In April of 1920, the family moved to the farm 
owned then by Captain Harry Johnson about 4Y2 
miles northeast of Rossburn. (Section 8 - township 
20 - range 24). Michael attempted to buy this land 
but when the prices of grain and cattle slumped soon 
after, he took up renting. With the help of his two 
sons he continued to farm this land for thirteen years. 
Two more daughters were born here - Mildred in 
1923 and Natalie in 1927. St. Peters and Pauls Ukrai
nian Catholic Church was the family's place of wor
ship. The children attended Hranko school. When the 
Perch school district was organized, Michael served 
on the building committee and later as trustee of the 
new school. He was also a member of the Pete's Lake 
hall building committee and served on the board as 
President from 1930 to 1941. Michael Glushka took 
an active part in various agricultural, political and 
religious activities in his community. In 1934 he and 
his sons, John and Dmytro bought the former 
Zaverucha farms (N.Y2 section 21 - township 20 -
range 24 and S.E. Y4 section 28 - township 20-
range 24). In 1945 Mr. and Mrs. Michael Glushka 
moved to the village of Rossburn to retire. They 



Mr. and Mrs. Michael Glushka and family in 1950. Back Row, Left to Right: Joseph Shwaluk, Metro Hrubeniuk, Alice Hrubeniuk, 
Mildred Leschasin, Peter Leschasin, Metro Glushka. Second Row: Nick Sicinski, Frances Shwaluk, Tena Sicinski, Natalie Velnar, 
Nettie Glushka, Mabel Glushka, John Glushka. Seated: Michael Glushka, Mary Glushka. (1950) 

became members of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Church. Mary Glushka p~,,:;.;d away on January 13, 
1973. Michael Glushka passed away on June 3,1979. 
He spent the last four years of his life in the Sandy 
Lake Nursing Home. 

The eldest daughter, Frances married Joseph 
Shwaluk in 1923. They now reside in Shoal Lake. 
They have six children - William, Tena, Sam, 
Alice, Sylvia and Jean. 

Tena was married to Nick Sicinski in 1931. They 
had three children - Julie, Marian and Larry. Tena 
lives in Winnipeg. Nick passed away in 1977. 

John married Mabel Kozak in 1939. Their chil
dren are - Theresa, Myron, Wayne, Raymond, and 
Gail. John and Mabel reside in Rossburn. 

Dmytro married Nettie Luba in 1940. They had 
three daughters - Sonya, Elizabeth, and Joan. 
Dmytro died in 1973. Nettie lives in Rossburn. 

Alice married Metro Hrubeniuk in 1940. Their 
children are - Henry, Natalia, Donald and Phyllis. 
Metro and Alice are farming near Rossburn. 

Mildred married Peter Leschasin in 1943. Their 
children are - Rodney, Norman, Jane, David and 
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Myrna. Mildred and Peter are farming near 
Rossburn. 

Natalie married Joseph Velnar in 1962. They resi
de in Winnpeg. 

contributed by Alice Hrubeniuk 

Grant 
George D. Grant and his wife came to Rossburn 

from California, U.S.A. in 1893. 
His daughter Mary, who was married to John 

Plante, and a son Angus came with them. His eldest 
son Herman remained in California. 

They settled on farms seven miles north of 
Rossburn and started ranching. 

They formed the Birdtail Stock Co. (B.T.S. Co.). 
The four comers where they settled they named 
Ranchvale. 

After a few years the partnership was dissolved 
and was renamed Geo. D. Grant & Son. 

They then went into the dairy business and had a 
small butter factory. 

They had a herd of 40 cows and also bought 
cream from surrounding farmers in the district. 



Pictured about 1910 are: Back Row: Mrs. J. A. Smith, Mrs. 
John Plant. Front Row: Mrs. G. D. Grant, G. D. Grant, Miss 
Helen Grant. 

After a few years they gave up the butter business 
and started farming and raising stock. 

Geo. D. and his wife ran the Ranchvale P.o. and 
also a small General Store for several years. 

Mrs. Grant passed away in 1919. 
Angus married Annie York in 1895 and she died 

in 1917. They say he had quite a time courting her as 
she lived on the other side of the Birdtail River and in 
the spring it flooded badly and he had to go over on a 
raft to see her. 

They had four children. Helen, the oldest, is now 
a widow and living in Winnipeg. 

Ray married Anna Belle Hamilton in 1928. She 
passed away in 1935. In 1937 he married Grace 
Ferguson and resides in Silvis, Illinois, U.S.A. 

Elmer, the second son, married Rita Peden and 
now resides in Vancouver, B. C. 

Dean, the youngest son, married Erma Webster 
and resides in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

In 1921 they had a stock and implement sale and 
rented the farms and moved into Rossbum. 

Geo. D. died in Rossbum in 1927. 
Angus later moved to Winnipeg and made his 

home with his son Dean and family. He passed away 
in 1942. 

Gumieny 
Wojteck Gumieny (Walter) was born in 1858. As 

a young man he served his country in the army. After 
serving his term, he was released at the age of 22. 
Shortly after, he married Katherine Shkapski. They 
had three children, two daughters and one son. Their 
names were Ann, Theresa and Frank. 
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In 1899, John Fiel, Wojteck's half-brother, and a 
few other families decided on going to Canada. A 
year later, in 1900, Wojteck and Katherine with their 
three children picked up whatever they could and 
with other families came to Canada from Okno, 
Austria. 

They arrived by ship at Halifax and then to Shoal 
Lake by train. There was a man named Ferguson who 
had a team of horses and hauled the pioneers to their 
homesteads. Two wagons were loaded with whatever 
possessions they had and with the families. They 
started travelling north. 

The road was nothing but a pathway through the 
thick bush. Driving along, soon two of the men got 
off the wagon and stepped off a little ways with 
assurance of catching up to the wagons. 

The driver kept on along the way repeating the 
words "Dolly, Dolly". The women kept an eye for 
the two men that got off but there was no sight of 
them. The driver still kept repeating "Dolly, Dolly". 
The women started to talk to the driver but no heed 
was taken by him. "Dolly Dolly" , he repeated. "No, 
No, not Dolly" cried the women, now crying with 
worry. Speaking no English, only Ukrainian, they 
knew the words "Dolly, Dolly" meant "further, fur
ther" in Ukrainian. Here they were in the middle of a 
thick forest and the driver kept taking them further 
and repeating "Dolly" , and the men were being left 
behind. 

Finally, with the women making such a commo
tion, the driver stopped and started counting heads, 
realizing two were missing. 

In the meantime, the men took the wrong road
way, and were in search of the wagon themselves. 
With calling the men's names and turning back a 
ways, they were all finally reunited. The pioneers 
found out later that Dolly was the name of the man's 
horse. It was a funny story to them later but not at the 
time. 

They finally reached their destination, which was 
the John Fiel homestead. The Fiels, having only a 
small house themselves, didn't have room for the 
Gumieny family. The yard was spacious, so the Gu
mieny family built themselves a "Budah". They 
settled into this budah for over a year. Inside the 
budah, beds were made in bunk-bed style with 
boards across bedded down with hay. 

A year later, the engineers came to survey the 
land for all the new families. Wojteck and his family 
were able to settle on their own homestead. Land was 
cleared and a little house was built on the N. W. 
quarter 24-20-24. 

In 1901-02, their daughters, Ann and Theresa, 
married. Ann married Fred Didych and Theresa mar-



ried Mike Marynuik. Both families settled just north 
about one mile from their parent's place. 

In 1904, Wojteck and Katherine were blessed 
with another daughter, Caroline. 

As life went on, more and more land was cleared. 
The families in the neighborhood decided they 
needed a church. In 1910 a small kaplieca or chapel 
was built to serve the pioneers in their spiritual needs. 

Wojteck, being the closest of all to the little 
church, served it faithfully as a caretaker. 

In 1910, their son Frank married Maria Wowryk. 
Frank and his wife lived with the parents for a while, 
till a small house was built for them on the same 
quarter about one-quarter mile north of the original 
homestead. 

Life was hard; clearing land was endless in order 
to make their farms successful. 

There were joys to be had but also hardships and 
tragedies. Katherine Gumieny had trouble with her 
eyes. Doctors weren't available as today but help had 
to be sought. The growth on her eye was cleared away 
but later the eye got worse. By the time help was 
sought, it was too late. Katherine was operated on 
and her eye was completely removed. She spent the 
rest of her life with one eye. 

The four children of Wojteck and Katherine Gu
mieny were blessed with families of their own. 

Ann and Fred Didych had seven children, name
ly Paul, Rose, Agnes, Margaret, Helen, Mary and 
Peter. 

Theresa and Mike Maryniuk had nine children, 
namely Peter, Paul, Mary, Anne, Nick, Nellie, Stan, 
Mervyn and Elsie. 
Caroline Wowryk (Gumieny) 

Caroline, their youngest, married John Wowryk. 
They farmed in the Shoal Lake district till their 
retirement, when they moved to the town of Shoal 
Lake. They had four children who were Edward, 
Mike, Helen and Frank. 

Frank and Maria had four children, namely Lena, 
Helen, Frances and John. 

Frances passed away when she was about one 
year old. In 1920, when she was only 26 years old, 
Maria passed away leaving Frank with three small 
children. 

Life was harsh and with three small children 
needing a mother, Frank married Ann Shewchuk in 
1920. 

Frank and Ann had four children: Cassie, Jessie, 
Mike and Peter. They farmed on the original home
stead till about 1944 when they purchased a farm 
close to Rossburn. In 1954, Mike and Peter took over 
the farm apd the parents retired to town. 

After the boys quit farming, the parents decided 
to move to Brandon to join the family. 
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Frank passed away in 1977 and was buried in the 
Brandon Cemetery. Ann, his wife, lives with her 
daughter, Cassie, in Brandon. 
Lena (Gumieny) Shewchuk 

Lena married Frank Shewchuk in 1934. They 
farmed in the Vista district, also trying their hand at 
Cafe business in Vista. They returned to the farm till 
their retirement when they moved to Rossburn. They 
had two girls, Marie and Agnes. 

Marie married Walter Woycheshyn in 1952. They 
farmed in the Vista area till Walter's death in 1978. 

They had five children, Gail, Brian, Randy, Kev
in and Blaine. 

Gail married Geoff Fong in 1975 and reside in 
Sudbury, Ont. They have a daughter, Amanda Marie, 
born April 20, 1981. Gail is a nurse and Geoff a 
geologist engineer for Inco. 

Brian is a welder employed with Metal Industries 
in Brandon. 

Randy and Tracy Kalynuik married in 1981 and 
farm in the Vista area. They have a daughter, Jamie 
Lyn. 

Kevin is taking Business Administration at As
siniboine College, in Brandon. 

Blaine is attending Rossburn Collegiate. 
Marie married Murray Kalynuik in 1979 and 

lives in Rossburn. 
Agnes and Harvey Katchin married in 1958. 

They are farming in the Angusville district. They 
have four children, who are Brenda, Glen, Karen and 
Lisa. 

Brenda married Clinton Pushka in 1978 and they 
are farming close to Angusville. They have a little 
boy, Clint. 

Glen, Karen and Lisa attend school in Russell. 
Helen Dunitz (Gumieny) 

Helen married Nick Dunitz in 1930. They farmed 
in the Rossburn area till 1943. They then moved to 
the Russell district where they farmed till retirement 
in 1952. They had nine children; Bill, Walter, Alex, 
Martha, Mary, Phyllis, Frank, Shirley and Ceceilia. 

Nick passed away. Helen remarried Matt Sidlar. 
They reside in Rossburn. 

Bill and Ida Stakinsky married in 1952 and made 
their home in B. C. Bill is with the City Road Mainte
nance. They have nine children: Valerie, Debbie, 
Connie, Darlene, Vivian, and two sets of twins; 
girls, Melonie and Melinda and boys, Kevin and 
Kelly. 

Walter married Hazel Mcleod in 1964. They 
made their home in St. Catherines where Walter is a 
General Motors partsman. They had four children; 
Mary, Chris, Dennis and Dean. Hazel passed away in 
1978. 

Alex and his wife, Elaine, were married in 1960 



and are residing in St. Catherines. Alex is a welder at 
General Motors. They have five children; Larry, 
Lenny, Tracy, Brian, and Kevin. 

Martha married Dan Bart in 1956 and they farm 
north of Rossburn. They have one son, Melvyn, and 
twin girls, Sharon and Shelly. 

Mary married Stan Kaskiw in 1957 and resides in 
Winnipeg. Stan sings and plays the guitar with an 
orchestra called the Interlake Polka Kings. They have 
four children: Debbie, Darlene, Darryl and 
Charlotte. 

Daughter Debbie married Hugh O'Hare in 1979 
and Darlene married Joe Pankiw in 1980. Both reside 
in Winnipeg. 

Phyllis and Walter Zegalski married in 1964. 
They farm the home place (Zegalski). They have one 
son and two daughters: Dwain, Sherri and Pamela. 

Frank married Mary Korchinos in 1978 and set
tled in Winnipeg. They have one daughter, Kimberly. 

In 1970, Shirley married Phillip Brown. They 
made their home in Souris, Manitoba, where Phillip 
teaches. They have two children, Jeff and Sherri. 

In 1980. Ceceilia married Barry Irwin who is a 
recreation instructor. They reside in Winnipeg. 
John Gurnieny 

John married Jean Zimmerman in 1936. They 
lived on the same yard as his parents. They farmed 
together till John's parents moved to a farm near 
Rossburn. Later, John purchased a sawing outfit and 
a crusher for making chop. Come winter, he was busy 
travelling from neighbor to neighbor sawing wood 
and crushing a winters supply of chop. Many times 
he would come home late at night from a job, half 
frozen with cold. John and Jean farmed till they 
decided to retire from farming and try a new easier 
line of work. They moved to Brandon in 1959. 

John worked with a building constructor and Jean 
worked in the sewing factory for awhile and then on 
the maintenance staff at the Telephone System. They 
had five children: Marion, Adelphina, Edward, 
Henry and Janet. 

Marion and Matt Antoniw married in 1957 and 
farm the Antoniw home place. They have four chil
dren: Frances, Alan, Jo-Ann and Kimberly. 

Frances married John (Bud) Fenty in 1980. She is 
manager of the 7-11 Store in Brandon and Bud works 
on a cattle farm. They reside in the Forrest district. 

Alan is a welder at the Metal Industries in Bran
don. 

Jo-Ann is in her last year of schooling in the 
Rossburn Collegiate. 

Kimberly is in grade 9 in the Rossburn Colle
giate. 

Adelphina and John Huculak married in 1962 and 
reside in Brandon. John is a carpenter and worked in 
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the Brandon area for a number of years. They have 
four sons: Richard, Robert, Randy, and Rodney. 

The boys are all in school and are very sports 
minded. 

Edward married Kathy Heward in 1960. They 
had one son, John, who resides in Winnipeg. 

Later, Edward married Marie Maydanuik in 
1970. They made their home in Shoal Lake where 
they had one son, Arnie. Edward died accidently in 
1972 at the age of 29. 

Henry and Helen Vermentte married in 1967. 
They reside in St. Adolphe, Manitoba. Henry is 
employed on a grain farm. They have two sons, 
Darrell and Craig, both in school. 

Janet married Patrick Hefferrin in 1976 and set
tled in Brandon. Janet is employed as a nurse's aid at 
the Brandon Mental Hospital. They have one daugh
ter, Patricia. 
Cassie Kachan (Gurnieny) 

Cassie and Mike Kachan were married in 1937. 
They farmed till they retired, moving to Brandon in 
1962. They have two children, Eileen and Johnny. 

Eileen married Lloyd Morrison in 1960 and lived 
in Souris where Lloyd was employed as a mechanic. 
They have three children: Donna is employed as a 
hairdresser in Brandon. Melvin is employed in Al
berta and Sandra goes to school. Johnny married 
Ellen Ackroyd in 1967. They made their home in 
Calgary, Alberta and have one daughter, Nancy. 
Jessie Ewanchuk (Gurnieny) 

Jessie married Bill Ewanchuk in 1943. They lived 
in Brandon and had three children: Corneilia, David 
and Karen. 

Corneilia is a nurse at the General Hospital, 
Brandon. David and Karen are both in school. Jessie 
passed away in 1978. 
Mike Gurnieny 

Mike married Sophie Radlinsky in 1955. They 
farmed for a little while and then moved to Brandon. 
They both worked with Brandon Packers for a num
ber of years. Later they went into business buying a 
small store, the Town and Country Store. 

Mike and Sophie have three children: Victoria, 
Brian and Gwen. Victoria married Pat Beck in 1978 
and resides in Brandon. Brian is employed in Bran
don and Gwen is in school. 
Peter Gurnieny 

Peter married Millicent Bidochka in 1957. Peter 
continued farming after Mike left. In 1960, Pete and 
his family moved to Brandon, then onto Ear Falls, 
Ontario where they both are employed in the mines. 
They have six children: Rick, Zane, Bernadette, 
Gene, Kevin and Cory. 

Rick and Zane are both employed in the mines. 
The rest are in school. 



This is the family history of Wojteck and Kath
erine Gumieny. The sixth generation is Randy and 
Tracy Woychyshyn's little girl, Jamie Lyn and Gail 
and Geoff Fong's little girl, Amanda Marie. 

Wojteck passed away in 1940 at the age of 82. 
Katherine passed away in 1952 at the age of 88. 
They both were laid to rest at the little cemetery of 

the Christ the King Church where they were faithful 
servants. 

Gunn 
Cecil and Peggy taught school in Rossburn from 

August 1956 until June 1963. They both finished 
their teaching careers at that time and retired, Peggy 
after thirty-three years of service and Cecil after 
forty years. They retired to Victoria in August of 
1963. Cecil taught Maths and Science in the High 
School and was Vice-Principal for the seven years. 
Peggy taught various grades in Public School and was 
House Mother for the High School for the last four 
years. Cecil is also a Charter Member of Rossburn 
Lions Club and was active in whatever other organi
zation where he could lend his support. Peggy wa~ a 
member of the U.C.W., the W.I. and the Hospital 
Auxiliary as well as leading C. G . I. T. 

(Mrs. C. v.) Peggy Gunn 

Gurniak 
Hrynko (Harry) Gurniak was born on March 10, 

1879 in Husiatyn, East Galacia in Ukraine. In 1900 
he married Maria Yarcha in the village of Husiatyn. 

Harry Gurniak emigrated from his homeland to 
Canada on the 3rd of April, 1910. He landed in 
Montreal, having come over by ship along with many 
other people who had also left their native homeland 
to come to a strange new world. Harry worked in and 
around Montreal for three years, putting what little 
money he made aside for the day when his wife, 
Maria would come to Canada. 

In 1913 Maria and three of their children also 
immigrated to Canada. The children were Catherine, 
nine years, Anastasia, seven years, and Maria was 
two. The family came to the Rossburn area by train. 
They stayed with an Uncle of Maria's, Wasyl Shmyr 
by name. They lived in a one room log house while 
Harry worked for the surrounding farmers for a few 
months, until such time as he was able to buy one 
quarter of land (S.E. 10-20-24). On this land was a 
shanty in which the family lived. Later they built a 
two room log house in the bush. The land was cleared 
by Harry and his wife, as there was no broken land on 
their farm. 

During this time Harry also rented a farm at Vista 
for six years, because on his farm there wasn't 
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enough land to seed and leave for fallow. Later on he 
rented a farm from William Crowe where the family 
lived for four years. Another three children, Nellie, 
John, and Margaret were born during this time. 

The children all attended Hranko school which 
was approximately two and a half miles from their 
home northeast of Rossburn. Entertainment such as 
dances, concerts and plays was held at Pete's Lake 
Hall. They attended church at Rossburn Farms and on 
special occasions, such as church holidays, they 
drove with horse and buggy or sleigh to Olha 
Church. 

The first of the family to leave home was 
Catherine, at age thirteen, to work to help support the 
family. Next was Anastasia, who married Steve An
toniw in 1925. A daughter, Anne was born to them on 
May 18, 1926. Sad to say, when Anne was only four 
years old, her mother passed away on January 18, 
1931. 

Mary went to work for people in areas of 
Neepawa, Angusville, Rossburn, and Oakburn. 
Here, in Oakburn, she met Tony Kalynovich, whom 
she married on June 4th, 1932. Tony passed away on 
April 21st, 1969. 

While living on the Crowe farm, Nellie met 
George Berzanski whom she married on November 
21st, 1936. 

Harry Gurniak bought Horace Carson's farm in 
1936. This is the present residence of Harry's son, 
John. During this time Margaret followed her hus
band-to-be, Bill Kozak to Ontario, where they were 
married on August 3rd, 1942. Harry worked hard on 
this farm to make it a home and land of which to be 
proud. On July 4th, 1943, Harry passed away and 
was buried in the Oakburn cemetery. 

Harry's wife, Maria lived on the farm with her 
son, John, for many years. John married Anne Hry
ciuk in 1944. Maria retired to live in Rossburn, 
Oakburn and back to Rossburn. In the latter part of 
1954 she became ill and on March 24, 1955 she 
passed away at her daughter, Mary's residence in 
Oakburn. She was interred next to her husband Harry 
in the Oakburn cemetery. 

The offspring of Hrynko and Maria Gurniak who 
are still living are as follows: 

Catherine Persovick, or Kay, as she is known, 
lives in Toronto. 

Anne (Antoniw) Prosyk, daughter of Anastasia 
Antoniw, lives in Oakburn, and has one daughter, 
Shirley, married and living in Edmonton, Alberta. 

Mary Kalynovich lives in Oakburn. Her daugh
ter, Oral, lives with her and a son, Harold, and his 
wife, Alice at Swift Current, Saskatchewan. Mary 
has a granddaughter, Lecia, who is married to David 
Zurowski, and lives in Regina, Saskatchewan. Nellie 



Berzanski of Rossburn has a daughter Sonja married 
to Peter Rubenuik and they reside at Maple Ridge, 
British Columbia with their three children: Byron, 
Alison and Brent. 

John Gurniak lives on a farm six miles south of 
Rossburn, has two children. 

Lawrence is proprietor of Gurniak's Television in 
Rossburn. A daughter, Carol and husband, Jon 
Klagenberg, have three daughters, Leila, Mona, and 
Treena of Winnipeg. 

Margaret Kozack lives in Winnipeg. She has 
three daughters. Shirley Stevens, and husband Jerry, 
and two of Shirley's children, Shelly and Kelly live in 
Grande Prairie, Alberta, and an older daughter, Se
lina, in Winnipeg. Margaret's second daughter, 
Rosalie Frain and her two children, Susan and Shawn 
live in Winnipeg. Margaret's third daughter, Diane, 
wife of Peter Witwisky, lives in Grande Prairie, Al
berta. 

contributed by Oral Kalynovich. 

Marcin Hachkowski 
It was March 9, 1900, when Marcin Hachkowski 

got his clear certificate (Swadectwo) indicating that 
he is clear of all debts and free of army obligations. 

At the age of twenty-seven he and his wife Mary 
age twenty-three and their one child, Rosie then ten 
months old, left their Village of Dewidkowiec in the 
district of Chortkiw in Austria and boarded a train to 
Hamburg. Along with them came the families of 
Anton Pawchuk, John Antonation, Harasym Osadec, 
Wasyl Ewanyshyn, Lazaruks, Machiws, Kachans, 
Shewchuks, and Zimmermans. Their agent, upon 
arrival at Shoal Lake, was Michael Murawetz; Bal
drow Bros. provided the transportation wagons. 

Many families were brought to the farm where 
John Shwaluk lived later; then the Badger Bros. took 
the Hachkowski, Zimmerman and Shewchuk fam
ilies to the S. W. Y4 21-20-23 where a budha of sod and 
hay was constructed for shelter. 

Marcin and others went south to work while Jan 
Zimmerman, my grandfather, stayed with Mary and 
Agnes who was married to Shewchuk in order to 
finish the budhas and to make gardens. 

Marcin worked for George Bull, north of Strath
clair, for three summers and worked six summers 
around Kenton. One spring while walking from Oak
burn to Shoal Lake he had to take his clothes off 
five times in order to cross the many creeks. Marcin 
worked for Peden's Lumber Mill for twelve winters. 
He had an Indian for a partner to cut trees. The Indian 
taught him how to chop the trees so they would fall in 
the right direction, make campfires and cook on 
open fires. In 1904, he built a house on a fence line 
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between south and north Y4 of 16-20-23 before the 
surveyors got there in 1906. In a couple of years, he 
found the house was in a wrong place, so he rebuilt it 
to the east by the road where part of the house still 
stands. 

On January 23, 1907, Marcin got a Certificate of 
Recommendation for a Homestead. Charlie 
Hachkowski still has this note in his possession. In 
1910, Marcin bought S.W. Y4 of Sec. 21-20-23 where 
he had homesteaded originally and the budha that 
was dug is still there today. Charlie was only seven 
years of age when that flat field was broken with four 
oxen driven by him in 1911-12. Later Marcin bought 
horses from Mr. McLeod a farmer south of Vista. 

In 1913, Mr. Young, the Postmaster at Rossburn 
helped Marcin organize a Post Office at Marco. The 
name Marco is taken after Marcin's name. He 
brought the mail every Saturday; it was still on S.E. 
Y4 of Sec. 16-20-23. In 1921 or 22, Marcin built a 
house on S.W. Y4 of Sec. 21-20-23. Nick Chomica 
was a carpenter and my brother-in-law, Anton 
Wasilka, was his helper. In a year or so, a 180 ft. well 
was drilled by Fred Muzylowski on that farm. In 1921 
or 22, the Post Office was brought to this farm and in 
a short time was transferred to George Lazaruk's 
S. W. Y4 Sec. 22-20-23. For some reason, the name of 
Stanislow School was changed to Ruska Rawa and 
someone wanted to change Marco name but the head 
office wrote back, "what is wrong with the name as 
is?" I am proud of Marco name in that corner today. 
We have a Government Test Station for Cattle Pasture 
under that name also. The Post Office was closed in 
1969, and the S. W. Y4 Sec. 21-20-23 was sold to Orest 
Salyn. 

Marcin was of Roman Catholic faith and his 
family belonged to St. John Cant ius Church Oakburn 
farm. There is one Roman Catholic Church in Oak
burn town. In 1910, a small R.C. log Church was 
built by Father Shaynowski or Father Plucinski at 
Oakburn Farm Church. That's where the Priest's resi
dence was. This Church was built on the east side of 
Rossman Lake; the cemetery is still there. The 
Hachkowski family went there till Marcin 
Hachkowski passed away on April 18, 1951 at the age 
of 79. Mary Hachkowski passed away in May, 1964 
at the age of 86. 

Marcin and Mary Hachkowski had nine children; 
Rosie, Annie, Charlie, Jessie, Jack, Mike, Leo, Wal
ter and Stanley. 

Rosie was born in Dawidkowiec, Austria in 1899 
and came with her parents in 1900; in 1920, she 
married Anton Wasilka who lived in the Marco dis
trict and they had one son. Rosie died March, 1928, 
leaving son Joe orphaned at the age of six. In 1960, 
Joe became an Inspector for WeIland Canal Locks. 
Joe died in July, 1979. He left one son, Martin. 



Anna Hachkowski, Maria Hachkowski and Marcin 
Hachkowski. 

Annie was born at Marco in 1902. She stayed 
single and died in March, 1964 at the age of sixty
two. 

Charlie was born in 1903. He married Katie Twer
dun in January, 1928 and they had ten children; Joe, 
Pete, Frank, Archie, Carol, Jean, Annie, Mary, Ber
nice and Edward. Charlie lives in Shoal Lake. 

Jessie was born in 1906 and married in 1924 to 
Frank Wosney and they had three children; Ted, 
Louis, and Jack. Jessie lives in Shoal Lake. 

Jack was born in 1909 and married in 1938 to 
Mary Koroscil. They have two children, Jack and 
Jim. Jack lives in Huntsville, Ontario. 

Mike was born in 1911. He married in 1940 to 
Sophie Ranko, and they have one son, Philip. Mike 
lives in St. Catherines, Ontario. 

Leo was born in 1912, married Bernice Wielgosh 
and they had five children; Garry, Ronnie, David, 
Brenda and Gloria and live in Hamilton, Ontario. 
Leo died in 1970 at the age of 58. 

Walter was born in 1916 and married in 1943 to 
Elsie Antoniw and raised two· boys, Angus and An
thony. Walter and Elsie retired in Shoal Lake. 

Stanley was born in 1920 and married in 1946 to 
Francis Stadnyk. They had one child, Brian. Stanley 
died in August 1977 at the age of 57 years. They had 
lived in St. Catharines. 

Walter Hachkowski 
I went to Ruska Rawa School as did all my 

brothers and sisters. At the age of 14, I quit school, 
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when I was in grade six. At the age of eighteen, I 
went farming on my own on the N.E. Y4 Sec. 
31-20-23. In 1938, I came back home and took over 
the farm from Dad and in 1943, married Elsie An
toniw. In 1947, I bought a blacksmith outfit at Olha, 
worked at home and in 1948, sold out and moved to 
Strathclair where I entered business welding and 
Blacksmithing. I also had a Moline and New Holland 
Dealership. In 1960, I bought a farm (3 quarters) 
north of town from Robert Black and moved my 
equipment to the farm, sold the buildings in town to 
Mid West Newspaper, and gave up my dealership. I 
worked the farm and the shop with my two boys until 
the boys entered Mechanical Engineering courses. 
Angus now works in the engineering dept. for Morris 
Rod-Weeder in Minnedosa and Anthony as Service 
Manager for Versatile in Winnipeg. In 1975, I sold 
the farm and farm machinery and in 1978, sold the 
shop equipment on account of my health. 

I was in Strathclair for thirty years and in N ovem
ber, 1978 we moved to Shoal Lake where I had built a 
new home for our retirement. 

Peter Hachkowski 
Towards the end of the 1800's, Clifford Sifton, 

then Minister of Immigration in Wilfrid Laurier's 
cabinet, felt the time right to begin the settlement of 
the Canadian prairie. For this purpose, he wanted 
people willing to work hard to break new land. In 
return, they would get the freedom of Canada and for 
a ten dollar homestead fee, land of their own. 

And so they came. From Austria, Poland, the 
Ukraine, and other parts of Europe. People looking 
to build a better future for their children and grand
children. One such man was Thomas Hachkowski. 
Tom's wife Maria (nee Kuz) had passed away and 
Tom felt he could begin a new life for his son and five 
daughters in Canada. In 1900, along with brothers, 
Jack and Martin, and their families, he set out from 
the village of Dawitkowic, county of Chortkiw, then 
under the Austrian empire, to journey to Canada. 
They went by sea to Montreal, from there by train to 
Winnipeg, then on to Shoal Lake and finally to their 
homestead at Marco. 

Here Tom Hachkowski and his six children: Pe
ter, Anne, Tina, Margaret, Mary and Lena began 
their new life. One that wasn't easy, but enjoyable, 
because you were now working your own land and 
for your own family. 

In 1902, Tom Hachkowski and his son Peter, then 
aged seventeen, both took out their official home
stead documents at the land titles office in Min
nedosa. The first house, hand built from logs was 
already up. . . but there was still land to clear, cattle 



and horses to be bought, chickens to be raised. And 
more importantly, families to be had. On November 
21, 1910, in St. Michael's Church at Olha, Peter 
married Anne Evanyshen, who like Peter had come 
over with her family. She too, had lost a parent in the 
old country, only for Anne it was her father. In 1905, 
Anne's older brother, Mikita Evanyshen came to 
Canada. He worked on the railroad in the Rossbum
Birdtail area, saved money to bring his widowed 
mother and the rest of the family over. In May, 1910, 
Catherine Evanyshen (nee Hrubeniuk) along with 
her children: Anne, Julia, Mary and Sam, left behind 
the blossoming cherry trees in Austria to emigrate to 
Canada - only to find snow on the ground when 
they arrived in Rossbum. In the same year, she em
igrated, Anne met and married Peter Hachkowski. 
The others married as follows: Mikita to Eva 
Wawryk, Julia to Matt Charney, Mary to Mike 
Hubenski and Sam to Anne Charney. 

All of Peter's sisters eventually married as well. 
Anne to Fred Stebeleski, Tina to Steve Antonation, 
Margaret to Joe Matiation, Mary to George Sytnyk, 
Lena to George Tokaryk. 

Peter and Annie Hachkowski as pictured in spring 1920. 
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Peter and his wife Anne settled on Peter's home
stead to raise their family. The first log house was no 
longer lived in, as a bigger one had been built higher 
up on the hill overlooking the fields and the road. The 
room was much needed especially with an expanding 
family. In 1911, their eldest son Louis was born. 
Followed by Mary in 1912, Helen in 1914, Joe in 
1917, Jacob in 1920 and Lena in 1922. 

Family of Peter and Annie Hachkowski in April 1927. Back 
Row, Left to Right: Louis, Mary, Helen. Front Row: Joe, Jacob, 
Lena. 

Peter and Anne farmed together until his death in 
1954. During that time, they raised six children and 
contributed much along with the other immigrants to 
settling the area. Peter and his father, Tom Hach
kowski, helped build the first St. John Cantius 
Roman Catholic Church at Oakbum Farms. Peter 
also served on the school board of St. Stanislaw, later 
renamed Ruska Rawa. 

Louis Hachkowski, the eldest son, married Alice 
Lazaruk in 1936. They farmed in the Marco area till 
their retirement to Brandon in 1971. They have three 
children. Twins Edward and Adeline and another 
son, Lome. 

In 1930, the eldest daughter, Mary, became the 
wife of Steve Lazaruk and they settled in the Oakbum 
area. Mary died in 1972. She is survived by her 
husband and two children, Orest and Helen. 

The next daughter to be married was Helen. In 
1933, she wed Tony Mushumanski and began farm
ing in the Silverton area. In 1969, Tony passed away. 
He is survived by Helen and their four children: 
Louis, Eddie, Jack and Frances. Helen now resides in 
the town of Russell. 

In 1943, Joe married Anne Hyrsak. After farm
ing, as well as running a general store and Marco Post 
Office, Joe and his wife with their two children, 
Dolores and Brian, moved to Toronto in 1955. They 
still reside there. 

Jacob, the youngest son, never married, and still 
lives on the farm. 



Lena, the youngest daughter, married Frank 
Yankoski of Russell in 1950. Shortly after they 
moved to Winnipeg, where they reside still. They 
have four children: Murray, Patricia, Robert and 
John. 

Peter and Anne Hachkowski were just two of the 
many pioneers who came to this area. They worked 
hard to make a better life for their children. Ob
viously this breed of settler was indeed of the best. 
For in 1930 when the Canadian National Railways 
inaugurated in the prairies a "competition of com
munity progress", first prize went to Rossburn, a 
community composed of 75 per cent Polish and 
Ukrainian people. 

It is this hard working spirit that Clifford Sifton 
first saw in these people. And it is also the reason 
why they were able to pass on the legacy of a better 
life to their descendants, to whom we owe a debt that 
can never be repaid. We can, however, remember 
them to their descendants and tell of the strength, 
determination and hard work of these pioneers who 
settled the prairies and count ourselves lucky to be 
one of them. For one thing is certain, we will never 
see their likes again. 

Contributed by Lena Yankoski and 
daughter, Pat 

Left to Right: Orest Lazaruk, his mother Mary Lazaruk, and 
Annie Hachkowski with great grandson Lester (Orest's son). 
Pictured in August 1960. 

Halliday 
James Halliday Sr. and his son James left Scot

land, August 1886 and arrived at Shoal Lake, Sept. 
6, 1886. At that time the C.P.R. line reached the 
Shoal Lake settlement. Mrs. Halliday and the rest of 
the family followed in March 1887. 

After their arrival the two Hallidays started walk-
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ing north searching for a place to live. After nine 
miles they came to empty buildings and that is where 
they spent the first winter. They found work with the 
railway crew during the fall. James Halliday pur
chased a team of oxen in the winter of 1887, in 
preparation for spring work. They sowed nine acres 
of land to oats. This was their first crop that grew in 
1887 on land described as NE Y4 30-18-23. This land 
was homesteaded by Sam Paul a few years earlier. He 
had left a small log shack and a barn. 

James Halliday Sr. filed a homestead claim on NE 
Y4 36-18-24 in the fall of 1886. The following summer 
he built a small house. The floor was constructed of 
small split poplar trees. The upstairs floor was of the 
same material. A ladder on the outside of the house 
was the stairway. 

The first crop on 36-18-24 was sowed by hand 
broadcast, cut with a cradle in the fall and threshed 
by a flail. This same flail is amongst the collectors' 
items in Bellefield Museum. 

James Halliday Jr. married Elizabeth Tait. They 
had four boys but two had died. James was a stone 
mason. He was the second son in the Halliday family. 
Some of his work can still be found in the Rossburn 
community. 

Robert Halliday the oldest son was a tailor by 
trade. He homesteaded SE Y4 36-18-24. Shortly after
wards he sold his land to his brother Mac Vicar and 
went into the tailoring business in Shoal Lake. Later 
he moved to Portage la Prairie and worked on the 
Grand Trunk railway for a number of years. He met 
Christina Bell and was married at Portage. They had 
a family of four girls and two boys. 

John Halliday, third in the family, never married. 
H~ homesteaded at Dauphin. 

William Halliday was fourth in the family. He 
homesteaded NW Y4 28-18-24. he married Margaret 
Armstrong. Their family consisted of four boys and 
four girls. 

Adam Halliday, fifth in the family, homesteaded 
NW Y4 24-18-24. He married Margaret Hamilton and 
they had one daughter. 

Tom Halliday homesteaded SW Y4 36-18-24, 
married Christina Bennett and they had two girls. 

Isabella married John Peden and they farmed in 
the Rossburn district. They had no family. 

MacVicar farmed SE Y4 36-18-24 and married 
Helen Muirman. Their family consisted of five boys 
and two girls. 

Matthew, the youngest of the family, never mar
ried and he died at a very young age of twenty-two. 

Matt Halliday 

Melvin W. Ham 
I was born at Vista, Manitoba on June 1, 1909, 



and attended the Islay school. My early years were 
spent in that area. I will be remembered by many for 
my musical ability in playing the violin. 

I served in the Canadian Active Army for a short 
period. Later I was employed by the Canadian Pacific 
Railway as an agent and telegraph operator. I per
formed the many duties required in that capacity for 
more than thirty two years. I served in points such as 
Dyment, and Upsala, Ontario, Alida, Saskatchewan, 
Molson, Lauder, Cartwright, and Elm Creek, with a 
short period of relief duty at Rosenfeld, Manitoba. 

I first married the late Catherine Baker. She 
passed away while I was serving at Lauder. During 
my term at Cartwright, I married the former Muriel 
Porter of Carman, Manitoba. I made my home at 
Carman while serving at Elm Creek. 

I received my superannuation at Elm Creek on 
February 1, 1974, and have resided at Carman since 
that time. 

My family consists of one daughter, Marlene and 
her husband, Brian, who have two sons, Timothy and 
Jeffery. They live in Brandon. 

A son, Wayne married Isobel, and they have two 
sons, Jason and Christopher. They live in Oshawa, 
Ontario. 

A second son, Melvin, Jr. and his wife, Fiona, 
live at Glenboro, Manitoba. 

by Melvin Ham 

John Hamilton 
All the Hamiltons who are descendents of John 

Hamilton and his wife, Mary Martin, came to 
Rossburn around 1880. They arrived in Canada 
sometime between 1838 and 1843 with four children: 
Mathew, Catherine, John and Robert Reid. Robert 
was born in Omagh, County Tyrone, Ireland on De
cember 6, 1835. Four more children were born in 
North Easthope Township, Perth County, Ontario: 
Florentine, Mary, Alexander and Daniel. 

Of the eight children, four had remained in On
tario. Mathew married Jane Lemon; Catherine; John 
married Jane Carr and Mary married John Hill. The 
other four moved to Rossburn. Robert Reid married 
Jane McLennan; Florentine married Robert (Smily) 
Hamilton; Alexander married Mary Ellen Dodd; and 
Daniel married Martha Alexander. 

Daniel and Alexander arrived in Rossburn in 
1880 and appeared with their families on the 1881 
census. Robert arrived in October, 1881 and was 
joined by his family the following June. Florentine 
and her husband came in 1882. 

Robert Reid settled on 18-20-24 which they 
called Silver Heights. The following year, he brought 
his family of seven children from Ontario. Two more 
children were born at Rossburn, Martha and James. 
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Mary E. (Minnie) married George Reddaway and 
moved to Oregon, U.S.A. Hannah married William 
McIntosh and raised their family at Rossburn. 
William married Lizzie Stewart and lived at 
Rossburn until his death in 1913. Sarah married John 
Preston and after his death, married Richard King. 
Robert married Lizzie Peden. Mathew married Clara 
Farrer. Alex married Annie Young. Martha married 
Joseph Peden. James married Sadie Mansell and 
moved to Jackson, Michigan. 

In 1904, Alex and Annie moved to section 
28-19-24 where they raised their family of eight 
children. 

Vernon married Mary Brown. They are now de
ceased. They had four children: Shirley, Alex, Den
nis and Margaret. 

Zena (deceased) married Archie Johnson. 
Erma never married and died as a young woman. 
Wilbur (deceased) married Eirwen Thomas. 

They had a son, Steven and a daughter, Valerie who 
live in Vancouver. 

Hazel married Harvey Robson and have a son, 
Grant. 

Merle married Ralph Lind and they have a son, 
Ross. 

Eunice married Henry Lawson and their three 
sons are: Tim, Wayne and Robin. 

Ronald still lives on the home farm. His wife was 
Mary Black. They have five in their family. 

Larry, the eldest, married Lynne Barnard. Their 
children are: Corey, Krista and Jennifer. 

Patrick (Rick) married Marion Miller. 
Kenneth married Marjorie Lamb. They have a 

daughter, Sharon. 
Allan married Wanda Lehr. They have two sons: 

Colin and Aaron. 

Ronald Hamilton in May 1981. standing beside house near 
Stratford. Ont.. built by his great grandfather (John Hamilton) 
in 1854. 



Judith, the youngest and only daughter, is not 
married. 

William John Hamilton 
The Hamilton family history dates back to the 

1880's. They originally came to Canada from places 
such as Killyleagh, Ulster, and Tyrone in Ireland. 
They first settled around Listowell, Ontario. The 
spirit of adventure and the desire to get homesteads 
and land of their own, were some of the reasons the 
Hamilton family had for leaving Ontario. 

One of the Hamiltons who came at that time was 
William John (known as W.J.). His brothers were 
Robert (Bob), Matthew (Matt), Alexander (Alex), 
who are all deceased now. He had four sisters, Mary 
(Mrs. Reddaway), Hannah (Mrs. Wm. McIntosh), 
Sarah (Mrs. Richard King), Martha (Mrs. Joseph 
Peden) and James of Michigan. 

The Hamiltons left for Winnipeg by train and 
after a long slow trip they arrived with no place to go. 
I understand they stayed in some sort of train sheds 
until they could purchase a team of horses and a 
wagon. On to this wagon they loaded their precious 
possessions, and their families, and started out (they 
knew not where). They had many difficulties, such as 
getting bogged down, wagon and all. They would 
have to unload the wagon, carry the belongings to 
dry ground, dig out the wagon, move ahead, reload, 
and start on again. Mosquitoes were plentiful. There 
were no handy conveniences along the road side. 

Finally, after two or three weeks, they arrived up 
around Rossburn. I understand it was near the farm of 
Tom Duncanson where they first settled. 

In about 1892, William J. Hamilton married Eliz
abeth Stewart, known to all as Lizzie. They had four 
children. Eva was born on September 14, 1894. 
William, known as Wee Billie, was born on Novem
ber 3, 1896. Elizabeth, known as Lizzie, was born 
October 6, 1898. Stuart was born on October 16, 
1900. 

Mr. Hamilton (W.J.) died at the age of forty-four 
in 1912. Wee Billie and his mother continued to farm 
until he went to enlist in the Great War of 1914-1918. 
When he returned, he worked with his mother at 
farming. 

Wee Billie married in about 1922 to Bertha 
Bearisto, formerly of New Brunswick. They had five 
children; Beulah Wilson, (husband deceased) has 
one daughter. Grace (Mrs. Paul Chester) has four 
children, and they live in Campbellville, Ontario. 
Gordon, one of the twins (wife deceased) now lives 
in Prince George with his four children. George, the 
other twin, is married and has five children. They 
live in Vancouver. Ruth (deceased) was married and 
had one child. 
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Wee Billie had to sell the family farm due to poor 
health. He moved to live in the village of Rossburn 
for a few years. Under doctor's orders to move to a 
warmer climate, he moved to Langley Prairie, B.C. 
where he lived for a few years. This did not relieve 
his asthmatic ailment, so he moved on to Kelowna, 
B. C. where he still remained in poor health until the 
time of his death on November 20, 1964. 

Stuart left home at an early age seeking employ
ment. In Druid, Saskatchewan he worked as a lumber 
yard manager. Due to the lack of business in the 
thirties, he and his wife, Lila Smith and a small 
family went to Princeton, British Columbia where he 
was employed in a copper mine, until the time of his 
death on August 27, 1959. 

Stuart and Lila had four children: Jean (Mrs. 
Richard McDiarmid), of Vancouver, who had two 
boys; Beth (Mrs. Thomas Booth) of Spokane, Wash
ington, has three girls; Keith lives in Milwaukee and 
has three sons; Clayton was married and his first wife 
died. He has since remarried and lives in Princeton, 
B.C. 

Eva married Henry Miller and her family will be 
listed under that heading. 

Lizzie married Robert Alexander and their histo
ry will also be listed under that heading. 

This is a brieflook at this Hamilton family. Some 
dates may not be exact but have been recalled from 
relatives as near as possible. This has been submitted 
by Eva's daughter, Dollie Galvin of Arden, Man
itoba, December 1980. 

Daniel Hamilton 
The history of Daniel Hamilton and Martha Alex

ander Hamilton as related by their son, Daniel David 
Hamilton, born Rossburn, Manitoba, November 4, 
1881. 

The Daniel Hamilton family came from Strat
ford, Ontario in 1881. They travelled by train to 
Emerson, then to Winnipeg. There were at least two 
brothers who made this trip with a view to home
steading in the West. The women and children were 
left in Winnipeg while the men walked to where they 
would take up their first homestead which was two 
miles past the present townsite. They were forced to 
walk back to Winnipeg for the families, a distance of 
around 200 miles. 

Family members on arrival were: Matthew, John, 
Clara, Sarah. Those born in Rossburn: Daniel, 
William, Tilley, Mary. 

My father's first house was made entirely of logs 
- no nails were used as there were none in the 
country. All the rafters were pinned on with wooden 
pegs. My mother worked from dawn until dusk daily 
- she made absolutely everything - spun the wool, 



carded it, knit and sewed everything from underwear 
to socks. She dyed wool with a substance obtainable 
from a certain type of weed. Their resourcefulness 
was of necessity. 

The weather changed quickly to blizzard condi
tions, sometimes lasting three days. Farmers tied 
rope from their barns to the house to guide them. 
John Duncanson bought the original homestead from 
my father. 

In later years, I questioned my father as to why he 
walked so far west to take up homestead and he told 
me that when he (my father) went to the Land Office, 
he was told not to stop until he reached the Birdtail 
Valley. Good farmland, at Portage la Prairie, was 
covered in water and it was essential that they settle 
somewhere with trees, both for building purposes 
and for heating. Daniel retired in Vista. He passed 
away July 4, 1926. 

D. D. Hamilton 
Note from Editorial Committee: 

It is believed that the above information given by 
Daniel D. Hamilton is unique. He is probably the 
oldest pioneer of his time who lived to make a contri
bution to this book. 

Daniel D. Hamilton 
Daniel D. Hamilton was born in Rossburn, 

November 4, 1881, shortly after his parents Daniel 
and Martha (Alexander) Hamilton took up a home
stead there, having decided to leave the town of 
Stratford, Ontario. 

My father left Rossbum in 1905 to work in Win
nipeg and, subsequently, Kenora, Ontario, where he 
began a career with the C.P.R. which was to continue 
for forty-three years. In 1910, he married Eva May 
Lawless, younger daughter of Thomas and Margaret 
(Wiggins) Lawless who were also farmers in 
Rossbum, having come west from Gorrie, Ontario. 
My parents lived very happily together for sixty
eight years. Following the death of my mother in 
1978 at Kelowna, B.C. where they had lived in 
retirement, my father came to live with my husband 
and me in West Vancouver. My father is now in his 
99th year and remains very alert and in reasonably 
good health. He is the last surviving member of his 
family, which included Matthew, John, William, 
Clara (Peden), Tilley (Wallace), Mary (Campbell) 
and Sarah (Ham). 

My parents had five children - Dr. Lome of 
Montreal, T. Roy of Kelowna, B.C., Carlton L. of 
Toronto, Margaret Orme of Kelowna, B.C., and 
Hazel Ryan of West Vancouver, B.C. My father has 
nine grandchildren and fourteen great grandchildren. 

contributed by Mrs. John W. Ryan 
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Left to Right: Billie Hamilton, Dan Hamilton, Mary Campbell, 
Matt Hamilton. 

William James Hamilton 
William James (Billy) Hamilton was the second 

white child to be born in R.M. of Rossbum in 1884, 
Sec. 1-20-25 and the youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Daniel Hamilton. 

Billy attended the local school east of the village 
of Vista. He left school at age twelve to assist his 
father on the family farm. He had many various jobs 
including, hauling cheese from Rossbum cheese fac
tory to Birtle and Shoal Lake. 

In 1911, Billy married Euphemia Woods, who 
had come to Rossbum district from Muskoka, Ont. 
She kept house for her brothers, Harry, Albert, and 
Emmanuel, who farmed two miles east of Rossbum. 

After their marriage, they settled on Billy's fa
ther's farm, two miles north of Vista Township S.E. 
23-19-24, while his father (Daniel) built a cottage in 
Vista and retired to the village. Mr. and Mrs. Mike 
Mackedenski now live in this home. 

They farmed many years until they retired to 
Vista in 1953. In 1969, they moved to Winnipeg and 
took up residence at Oak View Place (Senior Citizens 
home). 

Mrs. Hamilton passed away in December 1975, 
and Mr. Hamilton in April 1978. 

They were active in community affairs for several 
years. Mr. Hamilton was trustee of Islay School and 
councillor of R.M. of Rossbum. Mrs. Hamilton was 
active in W.M.S. and W.A. and later the U.C.W. 

Twelve children were born and raised on the 
family farm (seven girls and five boys.) Clifford, the 
eldest son, farmed at the Birdtail until his death in 
1970, and David deceased in 1938. Dorothy married 
Wilfred Chegwyn, and resides on Matt Hamilton's 



farm, Y4 mile from the farm home where she was 
born. 

Irene married Norman Cummings and resides at 
Brandon. Evelyn married Allan Smith and lives at 
Carman. Keith married Beatrice Beirnes of Rossburn 
and resides at Point Roberts, U.S.A. 

Dan married Mona Guiness and resides at Rich
mond B.C. Mack married Gwen Hullick and lives at 
Holland, Manitoba. Valleta resides in Winnipeg, 
Jean married Frank Barker and resides at Saskatoon, 
Marlene married Stan Taylor and resides in Win
nipeg. Velma Hamilton also lives in Winnipeg. 
There are 28 Grandchildren and 29 Great Grand
children, and one Great Great Grandchild. 

submitted by Irene Cummings 

Sarah Jane Hamilton 
Sarah Jane Hamilton (daughter of Daniel) mar

ried Sam Ham, Dec. 21, 1904, at Rossburn. Until 
1909, they farmed near Sydney, Manitoba. Then they 
moved to Vista where her husband was a blacksmith. 

They had four children: 
Cora born Aug. 14, 1905 
Melvin born June 1, 1909 
Leonard born Oct. 13, 1915 
Doreen born April 21, 1921 
The family attended Islay School at Vista. 
In 1919, Cora drove an old horse and buggy to 

Rossburn every day. At that time, Grade Seven was 
the highest grade that was taught at Vista. Later, both 
she and Marion MacPhail boarded with Mr. and Mrs. 
King in Rossburn when they were completing their 
education. Both girls became teachers. 

Cora's first school at Belleau Brook, Saskatche
wan was 14 miles from town. She lived at a difficult 
boarding place and had very hard times. She taught at 
different places and on Dec. 11, 1929 she married 
Helmer Berglund who was a farmer at Togo, Sas
katchewan. Cora remembers that they sold eggs for 
as little as 4¢ cents a dozen. They were blessed with a 
daughter, Lila Mae on July 8, 1931. Cora's husband 
passed away Aug. 21, 1932 after having cancer. 

Thirteen years later, she married another farmer, 
Otto Miller, of Abernethy, Saskatchewan. He was a 
widower with five children. A number of years later, 
they retired to the town of Abernethy. She had a 
daughter from her second marriage so this meant she 
had been mother to a family of seven children (in
cluding her stepfamily of five). 

Melvin married Kitty Baker, July 17, 1940 at 
Vista. Kitty died suddenly on April 6, 1958. They 
had a family of two sons and one daughter. He later 
married Muriel Porter June 1, 1964 at Carman, Man. 

Melvin was employed as a station agent with the 
C.P.R. in different places in Manitoba. 
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Leonard works as a C.P.R. policeman. On Feb. 
26, 1944 he married Alma Tait, a registered nurse. 
They live in Montreal. They have one daughter. 

The youngest daughter, Doreen graduated as a 
nurse in 1940 from Brandon Mental Hospital. She 
married Bruce McCarvell on Nov. 8, 1948 of 
Guelph, Ontario. At that time she was on staff at 
Homewood Sanitorium. They had a family of five 
children who are all married. There are four grand
children. Doreen returned to nursing in 1962 and is 
still employed. She has been active in P.T.A., 
Brownies, Cubs and Scouts. 

Sam Ham, the father of this family died May 23, 
1931. Sarah Jane Ham died Aug. 12, 1944. She had 
worked hard during the depression years after her 
husband's death. 

Several teachers of the local school boarded at her 
home. She is also remembered as being a midwife. 
Travel and communication was not as swift in those 
days as it is now. Babies were usually born at home 
and the doctor did not always get there in time. 

The "Hams" are remembered as a musical fam
ily. Mr. Sam Ham was a good singer. Melvin played 
the violin and others played the piano. Their home 
was full of music. 

Sarah Jane Ham. 



Mrs. Ham is remembered for her kind heart and 
hospitality. 

Matthew D. Hamilton 
M. D. Hamilton came to Rossburn with his par

ents at the age of seven years. Mrs. Hamilton, the 
former Priscilla Strong, was only 5 months old when 
her parents came from Ontario to settle in Rossburn. 

They were married at Rossburn on Nov. 21st, 
1900 and lived on their farm at Vista ever since. Both 
Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton took an active part in the 
community. Mr. Hamilton was a member of the 
United Church board for a number of years. He was a 
director of the UGG local and served for 19 years as 
councillor in Ward 1. Mrs. Hamilton served as 
director in the Agricultural Society, the Manitoba 
Poultry Pool, and was a member of the Vista W.A. 
for about 50 years. 

In Nov. 1960, they celebrated their 60th Wedding 
Anniversary. At that time there were 10 grand
children and six great grandchildren. 

Three sons, Harvey, Leslie and Howard resided 
at Vista then, and Sydney at Winnipeg. Their two 
daughters, Mrs. O'Donnell (Olive), resided at Por
tage la Prairie, and Mrs. Taylor (Vera), at Ocean 
Falls, B.C. 

Other members of the Daniel Hamilton family 
were: 

Jack, who did not stay at Rossburn. He married 
Kate Stocks. They had 8 children. 

Clara, who married Wm. Peden whose history is 
with the Pedens. 

Ellen (better known as Tilly), married Jack Wal
lace at Fillmore, Sask. They had five children. 

Mary, the youngest, married Robert Campbell, 
of Franklin. Later they moved to North Battleford, 
Sask. They had a family of 4 boys. 

Harvey Hamilton 
Harvey is the eldest grandson of Daniel 

Hamilton, one of the original Hamiltons who came to 
the Rossburn district in 1880. His father, the late 
(Mathew) M. D. Hamilton, settled on 23-19-24. 

He married Priscilla Strong in 1900 and raised a 
family of four boys and two girls. Harvey of Bran
don, Sidney of Victoria, B.C., Olive O'Donnell of 
Portage la Prairie, Leslie of Vista, Howard of Bran
don and Vera Smith of Campbell River, B.C. 

Harvey lived at home until 1932 when he married 
Alison Rutherford of Silverton and they moved to 
their own home on section 15-19-24. They were 
blessed with five children. Viola who married Alex 
Kerr of Shoal Lake in 1954, had four children, Janice 
an R. C. M. P. officer at Prince George, B. C. , Rhonda 
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attending University in Brandon and Glenn and Lisa 
at home still in school. Alex died in 1970. She mar
ried Albert May in 1977 and they are living in Indian 
Head, Sask. 

Dean married Vivian McLachlan of Brandon in 
1960. They live in Brandon and have two children, 
Todd and Tammy, both in school. Garry married 
Lorraine Pimitte of St. Rose in 1968. They live on an 
acreage just outside of Winnipeg and have two little 
girls, Joanne and Patricia, also in school. Garry's 
twin brother, Garth, died at birth. 

Peggy, an R.N., married Donald Craven of Ed
monton in 1966. They live in Vancouver and have 
two boys, Trevor and Aaron, both in school. 

Harvey had owned a quarter section 14-19-24 
before he was married so was farming a half section 
until he bought part of section 17-19-24 from Alex 
Cormack. He farmed until 1973 when he retired to 
Brandon. He sold the farm to the Mychasiw brothers. 

Harvey took an active part in the district. He was 
Secretary for a number of years for the local Pool 
Elevators, on the board of the Hall, a school trustee 
and was secretary for a time until his wife took over. 

Mrs. Hamilton was a member of the U.C.W., 
Secretary of school for fifteen years until the school 
was moved off their farm to Rossburn (a Cairn was 
put on the corner of the farm where the Islay School 
once was the seat of learning for the children of 
Vista). She was an elder in the Vista church until it 
closed and the congregation amalgamated with 
Rossburn. She was named to the Board of Stewards 
of the Rossburn Church and served there until mov
ing to Brandon. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton are now enjoying their 
retirement in Brandon where Harvey curls in winter 
and lawn bowls in summer, and is a member of the 
Golden "K" Kiwanis Club. Alison enjoys her home 
and work in the church. 

Contributed by Alison Hamilton 

Mathew Robert Hamilton 
(1876-1953) 

Mathew, known as M.R. was the second son of 
Robert Reid Hamilton. 

His farm was one mile south and one-half mile 
west of Rossburn. 

M.R. married Clara Pheba Farrar (1865-1948) an 
English bride, May 18, 1898. 

They had three daughters: Bertha married 
William Campbell. The family are Bertha, William 
(Bud), Winnifred, Stirling and an infant daughter 
died following Bertha's death in 1925, at the age of 
twenty-four years. Mabelle married George Shaw. 
They had six children: Jane (Jennie), Alex, James, 
Florence, Keith and Gordon. Elsie married Lester 



Collins, family are Marion and an infant daughter, 
Muriel, died. Marion married Stanley Fell. They 
reside in Victoria, B.C. 

M.R. later traded his Y4 section to Mr. Hyde for a 
half section of unimproved land, with no buildings 
on the farm. He pulled out the trees with a chain and a 
team of horses, using an axe to cut the roots. The land 
was plowed with horses and a walking plough. 

M.R. was a lover of good horses and he had an 
interest in racing horses. A sports fan, he played 
baseball and football with the Rossburn teams. 

Always a cheerful lady, Clara found pioneer life 
difficult. She had a governess care for her as a child 
and received higher education, and art training in 
Europe. She had to learn the art of house keeping by 
experience. Milking cows was an endurance test as 
was raising fowl, gardening, washing clothes, carry
ing water into and out of the home. She was loved by 
all neighbors, friends and her eleven grandchildren. 

Ed Herbert Harris 
Ernest (Ed) Herbert Harris was born in England, 

August 7, 1884 of Welsh parents. He came to Canada 
in 1903 with his mother, sister and two brothers. He 
worked as a farm labourer for Settlers at Russell for 
one year then was employed on the C.N.R. con
struction gang in the summer, and in logging camps 
in winter. Later he worked for Peter Black until his 
enlistment in 1914. When Ed first arrived in Canada 
they asked him what the "E" stood for, he said 
anything you like, so they hit on Ed; when he didn't 
correct them the name stuck. 

After the war he went in partnership with Bill 
Campbell in the livery barn business built by Andy 
Shields on the site where the Rossburn Credit Union 
now stands. They did not get along so Ed bought 
Campbell out. Later on he also bought the south barn 
owned by the Wm. McIntosh family. The north barn 
burnt down around 1938. Then in the late 1950's or 
early 60's Ed sold his barn and the land is now used as 
a childrens' playground. Ed loved children and dogs. 
Wherever he went with his team and sleigh you 
would see children and dogs. 

Ed met the train every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday night, Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 
morning to pick up the mail to take to the Post Office. 
Every Tuesday and Saturday he delivered mail to 
country Post Offices first to Glen Elmo then in 1926 
on further east to the new Post Office, Mears in the 
home of Bill Butler. He retired in 1954. 

No one has any idea of the terrible weather Ed 
contended with on those trips with his horses Mabel, 
Puss, or Bubbles and Jerry. He crossed swollen rivers 
twice each way in spring. He broke roads through 
snowdrifts in winter and never missed a mail day. His 
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Ed Harris at Janice Johnston's wedding. 

successors had improved roads, improved mode of 
travel, and they'd miss several mail days in a row 
every month summer and winter. To Ed his job was 
everything, he loved and played with every kid and 
dog who grew up along the way. He knew every creek 
and knoll, noticed the first tree to bring forth leaves 
in the spring. He sang and talked to all he saw along 
the way. He'd sweet talk his horses one minute, call 
them vile names the next if they wandered off the 
road and never mistreated them ever, even if they ran 
away on him many times. When they did he'd spend 
hours fixing his vehicle, van, cutter, buggy, democrat 
whatever, while he waited for the mail and his dinner 
which he always ate at Butlers. That was the end of 
the road; the last post office. 

His dog, Loon, always accompanied him on his 
travels as well as 5 or 6 others picked up along the 
way. He never refused to do an errand whether it was 
to deliver cream, eggs, or pick up a much needed 
repair. He'd help sort out mail at Glen Elmo for 
Hiscocks and Maxwells to pick up along the way. He 
would take cheques to be cashed and never failed to 
bring the cash next mail day. 

He never forgot a friend and by the same token 
never forgot an enemy either. With Ed those he liked 
he couldn't do enough for, those he didn't he'd just as 
soon tell them where to go and once an enemy always 
an enemy he never forgot. 

Ed served overseas as a Major in the first World 
War and was gassed. He never really recovered from 
the ordeal for he relived it over and over in his dreams 
and in his poetry. 

He loved poetry and wrote it by the mile, always 
about his war experiences, or the children on his 
route, the scenery, and last but not least I remember 



he wrote about gremlins. The naughty little imagina
tive creatures that he blamed for everything: the bad 
weather, the hole in the road, the breakdown of his 
vehicles. He even blamed the gremlins for his aches 
and pains in verse. I believe he will be remembered 
as the Riding Mt. poet because he never ceased to put 
its beauty in rhyme. 

Ed passed away Sept. 22, 1969 at 85 years in 
Brandon hospital after a short illness. He donated his 
body to Science. His remains were cremated and his 
ashes, at his request, scattered by the Rossbum Cana
dian Legion on the Riding Hills overlooking the 
Butler farm, Mears Post Office, where he delivered 
the mail for so many years. 

Ed served as Village councillor for many years. 
He died a bachelor and has no family except a niece 
in B.C. 

Written in remembrance of our beloved friend by 
families of his lifelong friends: Butlers, Hiscocks, 
Walkers, and Fowlers. 

To the Old-Time Pioneers 
This is a token of appreciation to the pioneers of 

the Birtle, Shoal Lake, Strathclair and the Rossburn 
districts. It is dedicated to the sons and daughters 
who have returned home to help celebrate the seven
ty-fifth and fiftieth anniversary of the districts. 

Roll out the old welcome carpet 
And open wide the door 
Break out the flags and the bunting, 
They're coming home once more. 
Here to the lazy old Birdtail 
Where they once used to roam, 
Back from the far away places 
The folks are coming home. 

You have come from far off countries 
Leaving the old rat race. 
Daughters and sons of pioneers, 
Home for a little space. 
Out there in a quiet graveyard, 
There's not a cross or stone 
That marks their last long resting place, 
But holds a name you own. 

Five and seventy years ago 
With strong and willing hands, 
Your fathers wrested a farmstead 
Out of these untamed lands. 
Here where the poplar cloaked parklands 
Roll up the Riding slopes, 
Stand your fathers' pleasant farmlands, 
Gauge of their faith and hopes. 

And we who have followed after 
Found an easier road, 
And ours was the lighter labour, 
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Than the hard rows they hoed 
Wind, storm, hail, stroke and blighting frost, 
With little left but prayer 
As through these first hard bitten years 
Their joys and woes they share. 

They were tough hewn folk, our fathers 
Who toiled those early years, 
Crunching on their stone hard bannocks, 
While sparks flew from their ears 
They passed but they'll never leave us, 
While there's a field of grain, 
Still growing on the land they plowed, 
Or rolling ridge and plane, 
Here where the Riding's long ridges, 
Roll to their green cloaked crest, 
Gamely they fought through the lean years, 
Bravely they stood the test. 
So all ye sons of pioneers 
Who come from far away, 
I charge you brim glasses full 
And toast us today. 

To the fords on the bridgeless rivers, 
To the crossing of trailless plane, 
To the miles they road shanks pony 
To the blizzards and chilling rains 
To the slough where the oxen mired, 
And the squeaking Red River carts 
To the oft broken wagon tongues 
And the faith in our fathers' hearts 
And the miles of the new strung wire, 

To the ripening hard spring wheat 
And the risk of a prairie fire. 
We've toasted our long gone fathers, 
And we've toasted their hard won fight, 
Up on your feet with glasses high 
We'll drink another toast tonight 
To the brave pioneer mothers, 
And the sleepy time songs they sung 
To the wicker basket cradles, 
They rocked us in when we were young, 
To the truck gardens they tended 
Where the buffalo used to roam 
To the little log sod roofed shacks, 
Their loving hands made into home 
To the scent of their home baked bread, 
And taste of their dried apple pies 
To childhood fears they soothed away 
And the mother love in their eyes 

To the lonesome half-year's winter, 
And glare on the eye aching white 

To all those great-hearted Mothers 
I give you THE LAST TOAST TONIGHT. 

E.H.H. 



Mathew Hasiuk 
Mathew Hasiuk was born in 1875 in the village of 

Stryhanci, Province of Galicia, (Halychyna), West
ern Ukraine. Prior to his marriage, he was drafted to 
serve in the Austrian army. After completing his 
term, he returned to his village and married Nellie 
Verbowsky, who was also born in the same village in 
1876. They had two children but both died in infancy 
before Mathew and Nellie came to Canada. 

They came to Canada in 1902 and settled in the 
R.M. of Rossburn, on N.W. Y4 section 28, township 
21, range 24 in the Post Office District of Ranchvale 
and later Mears and Glen Elmo. They were starting 
their new life in this new country with only a few 
cents in their pocket and the few possessions they 
were able to bring in trunks. First of all they had to 
build a shelter and clear a piece of land for a garden. 

Mathew got employment as laborer on farms as 
far away as Hamiota and Kenton. In those days there 
were very few means of transportation. Mostly ev
eryone walked. This he continued for a few years 
during the summer months. The winter he spent at 
home with his family. At home he worked at improv
ing his buildings and clearing more land. 

After a few years of all this, Mathew started 
farming on his own homestead. They acquired some 

Mr. and Mrs. Mathew Hasiuk. 
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horses, cattle, chickens and farm machinery. For all 
this, more buildings were built on the farm. As the 
years went by, Mathew was able to rent more land in 
the neighborhood and also acquired more land of his 
own. 

Mathew and Nellie had five children born in 
Canada. 

Son Michael, after completing his College edu
cation in Canada, left to reside in Chicago, Illinois. 

Daughter Viola married John Olenick. They had 
two daughters. Anna lives in Cincinnati, Ohio. Olga 
now deceased. John is also now deceased. Viola lives 
in Winnipeg. 

Daughter Anne married Nicholas Karmazenuk, 
now retired in Brandon. 

Daughter Mary married Curtis Till. They had 
three children; John in B. C., Curtis Jr. in Alberta and 
Nellie in Edmonton. Curtis Sr. is now deceased. 
Mary lives in Edmonton. 

Son Roy married Helen Hryciuk. Their only son 
Ernest and family lives in Winnipeg. Roy and Helen 
are both now deceased. 

Mathew and Nellie were founding, active and 
faithful members of Mohyla Ukrainian Catholic 
Holy Trinity Church. Mathew was an elder in his 
church for many years until his death. He served for 
many years on the Chmelnycki School Board. He 
was also a founding member of the Ukrainian Na
tional Home at Mears, Man. and served on its Board 
of Directors for many years. 

Their home was always open to the priests who 
served their Church, the teachers who taught in their 
school and even hunters who came to hunt in the Park 
when the season was open. 

Mathew passed away in July, 1938 and Nellie in 
June, 1958. Both were laid to rest in peace in Mohyla 
Church cemetery. 

Ronald Hay 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Hay came to Vista from 

Scotland in 1921. Previous to this, Mr. Hay had been 
in Canada and served four years overseas with the 
43rd Canadian Infantry Battalion. By trade he was a 
stonemason but after the war he was unable to find a 
job so came to Vista to buy grain for the Western 
Canada Flour Mills Co., Ltd. This also meant selling 
flour. The flour in those days came by rail in boxcars 
and had to be unloaded by hand and put in a flour 
shed. A hundred pound bag of flour sold for $2.65. 
The Western Canada Flour Mills Co., Ltd., was later 
bought by the Manitoba Pool Elevators and Mr. Hay 
continued to buy grain for them until his retirement 
to Rossburn in 1951. 

During these years Mr. and Mrs. Hay raised four 
children: Margaret, Charlie, Ronnie and Connie. 



They all received their education in Islay School. 
Margaret biked to Rossburn seven miles on a gravel 
road to get her Grade 12. In the winter she stayed with 
Mr. and Mrs. R. King. She became a teacher and 
taught in several schools in Manitoba including Islay 
and Rossburn. She is now employed by the Univer
sity of Manitoba in the Faculty of Law Library. 

Charlie, before joining the army in 1942 worked 
for Joe Chegwin. After his discharge in 1945, he 
went into the lumber business and worked for Law
rence Wingert at Angusville. He married Bernice 
Brown from Stony Mountain and is now manager of 
the North American Lumber Yard in Portage la 
Prairie. 

Ronnie worked in the General Store for Mr. 
George Sinclair until he joined the army in 1943. 
Many an hour he spent counting gopher tails and 
paying one cent a tail - a great way for the kids to 
earn a bit of spending money! He married Vema 
McIntyre and they live in Winnipeg where he is 
employed by the Winnipeg Transit. 

Connie graduated with an R.N. from the Win
nipeg General Hospital in 1950. She married Aubrey 
Van Alstyne from Gilbert Plains and they live in 
Winnipeg. 

Mrs. Hay passed away in 1954 and Mr. Hay in 
1968. 

Wasyl Herchak 
Wasyl Herchak was born December 19, 1892 in 

the village of Davidkivtsi, District of Chortkiv, in the 
western Ukraine, province of Galicia. His father, 
Petro (Pete) was born on April 16, 1862 in the same 
village. Petro's father, Danylo, was employed as a 
buyer and seller of horses for an Austrian landlord in 
their village, as was Petro. Wasyl's mother, Mag
dalena, was born in 1869, also in the same village, to 
the Sheptycky family, whose occupation was farm
ing. 

In April, 1900, Wasylleft his village in Ukraine 
with his parents, his younger brother, Ivan, aged nine 
months, and Uncle Hrynko Herchak. Left behind 
were his grandparents and two uncles, Mickaelo and 
Nykola Herchak. Until 1914, the province of Galicia 
in Ukraine was occupied by Austria. So Wasyl, upon 
disembarking in Halifax in May, 1900 with his family 
and uncle, was registered, like so many of his Ukrai
nian countrymen, as an Austrian immigrant. 

The journey by train for Wasyl and his family 
from Halifax to Shoal Lake, Manitoba was arranged 
by an immigration officer named Genik. Upon arriv
al at Shoal Lake, the immigration officer acquainted 
Wasyl and his family with two of the earlier Ukrai
nian settlers in the area, Mr. Sam Yanick and Mr. 
George Karasiewich, as well as to Mr. John Menzies. 
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Mr. Yanick and Mr. Karasiewich, who were some
what familiar with the English language, and Mr. 
Menzies, a Canadian generous with his assistance to 
Ukrainian immigrants, assisted Petro Herchak in set
tling into the new homeland. 

From the time of their arrival to Shoal Lake in 
May, 1900, until they staked their land, these immi
grants lived in primitive structures called budahs 
(sod cabins) near Rossman Lake. 

Petro staked out his homestead in 1901 on SE Y4, 
Sec. 34, Range 20, Township 23 of Rossburn Munic
ipality. Settlers around them arriving at the same 
time from the same village were: Petro Swereda, 
Wasyl Stec and Ilko Danyluk. Petro settled on SWY4 
34, Wasyl on the NEY4 and Ilko on the NW. 

At first, Petro Herchak, like the other men in the 
area, left his family to work among the earlier En
glish settlers, clearing land and harvesting. Mean
while, Wasyl, then 9, stayed with his mother and 
young brother in a sod cabin on their property. To
gether, they cleared a small patch for a garden. From 
the time he was 10, Wasyl was hired to pasture cattle 
on the larger farms. About that time, one of Wasyl's 
relatives on his mother's side arrived in Canada, and 
Wasyl learned to read first in the Polish language 
from him, and then on his own learned to read in the 
English and Ukrainian languages. 

In 1903, Petro Herchak bought his first team of 
oxen, and was able to break more land and haul logs 
with which to build his first log house. Only the ruins 
of the log foundation of this house remain today. In 
this year also, Petro Herchak signed Canadian nat
uralization papers for himself and his family and they 
became Canadian citizens. 

Wasyl did not care to work with the oxen, so at 
age 13, left home to work among the farmers in the 
area. In 1913, he met a girl named Mary Rozdolska, 
and in January, 1914, they were married. With his 
savings, Wasyl bought the NEY4 of Sec. 27, Range 
20, Township 23 of Rossburn Municipality, imme
diately south of his father's homestead. In the Spring 
of 1915, he settled with his wife on this land. Tragedy 
struck the family when a dreaded flu ravaged the area 
in 1917-1918, and on November 18, 1918, Wasyl's 
first wife, Mary, died from this epidemic, leaving 
him with two daughters, Emily aged 3 and Anne, 
aged one year old. The children lived with their 
grandparents, Petro and Magdalena Herchak, for one 
year. 

On December 21, 1919, Wasyl married Agatha 
(Agnes) Shust, youngest child of Andriy and Rosalia 
Shust. (Agnes was born in a sod-house near Rossman 
Lake in Rossburn Municipality on April 14, 1901). 
The marriage was conducted by Reverend 
Kraykiwsky at the Ukrainian Catholic Church of St. 



Michael at Olha, Manitoba. Wasyl took his two 
daughters and his new wife back to his homestead, 
and the family grew with the birth of the first two of 
thirteen children with whom Wasyl and Agnes would 
ultimately be blessed. (Unfortunately one child, 
Mary, died in infancy in 1934). At age 13, Anne left 
home to work in Winnipeg, and in 1937 married Sam 
Pasieka. Emily, always in poor health, died at the age 
of 22 years. 

Times were hard for Wasyl and Agnes. There was 
no value for grain and dairy products. Eggs were 5¢ a 
dozen, cattle were 4¢ a lb. live weight, (a good three 
year old steer sold for $14.00). In 1924, Wasyl and 
Agnes and their four children moved to Thunder Bay, 
Ontario to search for a better life. Wasyl was able to 
find a shack four miles from town for his family to 
live in, while he went into the bush to clear land at 50 
cents an acre. With Wasyl unable to secure a perma
nent job, the family returned to their farm in 1925. 

In the meantime, Wasyl's brothers and sisters had 
grown and left the farm to work and live in Winnipeg 
and Thunder Bay. They were Katryna (whose first 
husband Paulo Sawchuk, died, and who then married 
Mike Wawryk); John (who married Ann Puyda); Ann 
(whose first husband Mike Babiy, died, and who 
then married Steve Iwashko); Nick (who married 
Sophia Herchak - no relative); Mary (who married 
Mike Rushak); Lillian (who married Peter Moske); 
and Tina (who married Joe Seliewich). 

Agnes' mother, Rosalia Shust, passed away on 
August 3, 1933, and seven weeks later, her father, 
Andriy Shust, passed away on September 25, 1933. 
They both lie at Rossburn Farms Ukrainian Catholic 
Cemetery. 

By 1935, the two older boys, Sam and Jim, aged 
fourteen and eleven respectively, worked at harvest
ing the neighbors' fields for $35.00 per month, while 
Stella, the eldest daughter at thirteen years, was 
earning $5.00 a month, milking six cows twice daily, 
cooking, washing, and gardening for her farmer em
ployer near Hamiota. 

Soon the family had enough money from their 
own farm and from wages to build better buildings. 
So, in 1938, the family moved from their first build
ings on the northeast hill of the farm to a point further 
northwest at the base of "Juba's Hill". As many of 
the logs as possible from the first buildings were used 
for the new buildings, so that today there is no sign of 
where the first buildings stood. However, those built 
in 1938 on the new home site still stand today, except 
for the house, which burnt a few years ago. Also in 
1938, Wasyl's parents Petro and Magdalena, moved 
from their homestead to a house adjoining Wasyl's 
and Agnes' home. This house still remains intact 
today. 
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From the late 30's and until the late 40's, the three 
older sons, Sam, Jim and Mike, and later the fourth 
oldest son, Larry, took contracts cutting cordwood 
both in Ontario and Manitoba. Wasyl sometimes 
went on these contract jobs and lived in the bush 
camps with his sons. In 1943, the eldest son, Sam, 
was conscripted into the Canadian army, from which 
he was honorably discharged in 1945. 

On July 15, 1946, Petro Herchak passed away at 
the age of eighty four, and was buried at Olha Ceme
tery. Before his death, he left his property to his 
grandson, Jim. It was agreed to then sell this property 
to the Dutchak family, who still own it today. The 
proceeds from the sale of this property were largely 
used to build a house in Oakburn for the second 
eldest daughter, Elsie. Two of the sons, Larry and 
Peter, also lived in this house, from where they at
tended Oakburn High School. 

Continual hard work throughout his life had 
taxed Wasyl's health, and in 1948, he sold the farm on 
which all twelve children were raised. Mike Twer
dochlib bought the farm, and the Herchak family 
moved to Oakburn, where they lived for one year. 
The following year, in 1949, the family moved to a 
three quarter section farm purchased on the southern 
outskirts of Shoal Lake, Manitoba by the three eldest 
sons. A large new house was built for Wasyl and 
Agnes and the younger children. In the meantime, 
the older children not farming (Stella, Elsie, Larry, 
Peter and Wilbert) had left home to work and travel 
throughout various parts of Canada and the world. 

Magdalena Herchak, who had lived with her son, 
Wasyl and who was cared for by her daughter-in-law 
Agnes for many years, passed away on March 31, 
1952, and was buried at Shoal Lake Cemetery. The 
following year, Wasyllearned that he had contracted 
cancer, and passed away after a brief illness on June 
28, 1953 at the age of 59 years. Bill Herchak, as he 
was fondly known, will always be remembered as a 
hard working person, a good father and husband, and 
a man always generous and hospitable to his friends 
and relatives. 

The dairy business, which the eldest sons estab
lished in Shoal Lake, was struck with Bang's disease 
in 1954, and with the herd wiped out, the two eldest 
sons, Sam and Jim, sold their portions of the farm, 
while Mike kept his portion for his mother and 
younger brothers to live on. Left with the four 
youngest sons on the farm, Agnes maintained her 
home with the help of her sons, both at home and 
away, and by keeping lodgers. At this time, she also 
became active in the Ukrainian Catholic Church ac
tivities in Shoal Lake. 

By 1958, two of the sons Ed and Len, left home to 
join the Canadian navy and army respectively, and 



the two youngest, Roman and Robert, left to attend 
high school at St. Vladimir's College in Roblin. Left 
alone, Agnes decided to move to Saskatoon, in 1958, 
to live with her son Mike, where she maintained a 
boarding home near the University until her retire
ment in 1965. She remained in Saskatoon until 1973, 
and apart from living for two years in Calgary, has 
lived in Kelowna, B.C. since 1975. 

The names of Wasyl 's and Agnes' children, (star
ting with the oldest) whom and when they married, 
where they live and their children's names are as 
follows: 

Sam married Margaret Tymkiw in 1951; they live 
in Calgary, have four children, Louise (Domansky), 
Rodney, Gayle and Glen, and now have two grand
children; 

Stella married John Moutray in 1948, they live in 
Richmond, B.C. and have two children, Leslie and 
Robert; 

Jim married Helen Dutkiewicz in 1951, they live 
in Calgary and have five children, Pat, Linda, Ellen 
(Copland), Terry and Jackie; 

Elsie is married to Cecil Higgins, they live in 
Dawson Creek, B.C. and have three children, Betty 
(Long), Peter, and Rodger, and one grandchild; 

Mike married Armande Nichols in 1967, they 
live in Kelowna, B.C. and have two children, Dennis 
and Doreen; 

Larry married Phyllis Kowalinski in 1952, they 
live in Prince George, B. C., they have two children, 
Donna (Ferguson) and Sheila (Thompson), and have 
two grandchildren; 

Peter married Lillian Green in 1971, and they live 
in Espanola, Ontario. 

Wilbert married Verna Hnatiw in 1964, they live 
in Cochrane, Alberta and have four children, Joan, 
Melanie, Cheryl and David. 

Ed, married Marge Mitchell (Myslitsky) in 1962, 
they live in Winfield, B.C. and have two children, 
Jim and Diane. 

Len is unmarried and travels throughout northern 
Canada at his job. 

Roman married Theresa Baran in 1968, they live 
in Richmond, B.C. and have two children, Andriy 
and Larissa. 

Robert married Loraine Tremblay in 1973, they 
live in Prince George, B.C. and have two children, 
Wayne and Susanne. 

(This history is submitted by Roman Herchak. It 
is based on discussions with immediate and distant 
family in Canada and Ukraine, as well as documenta
tion where possible. Any errors or omissions are 
entirely his responsibility. However, it is hoped these 
are only minor, and of no significant issue to anyone 
thereby concerned.) 
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Hiscock 
Robert Hiscock, born 1852, and his wife, Mary 

Amelia Hole, born 1854, near Dorset, England, were 
married in Horsington Church in 1878. After receiv
ing enthusiastic letters from their uncle Bert Hole, 
who had moved to Alexander, Manitoba in 1889, and 
because life was becoming unbearable for them un
der Robert's tight-fisted father, Amelia coaxed 
Robert to move to Canada. 

They left England, March, 1891, and after a 
stormy voyage, they finally reached Canada in April 
of that year with their three children: Amy, Katie and 
two year old Albert. One child, Rosa Emily, died in 
England. 

Being sheep farmers in England they were bent 
on farming in Canada. They arrived in Alexander the 
day after a prairie fire had swept the area and all was 
black and the dreariest place imaginable. Many ter
rifying fires plagued them in the years to come. 

Their first two crops froze leaving them penni
less. Robert had to hire out as a farm laborer. His 
family was forced to live in abandoned houses all 
extremely cold, and the younger children were kept 
in bed all day to keep from freezing to death. Wood 
was literally nonexistent in that area and coal too 
expensive. If they did happen to warm up the house 
the frost dripped from the ceiling wetting all the 
bedding. 

In 1899 they rented a farm halfway between 
Rapid City and Minnedosa. Robert and 10 year old 
Albert went on ahead to put up a shack of one-ply 
shiplap and unshingled roof which leaked constantly. 
It rained all the way from Alexander to the farm. 

When his lease ran out in 1904 he moved to a farm 
north of Rossburn. In July they headed north; 
Robert, Amy and Agnes rode in the wagon, Albert 
and Bessie walked all the way and drove the cattle for 
four nights and five days. There they lived until their 
deaths. Robert died in 1921, Amelia in 1928. 

Robert and Amelia had six children. 

Albert Hiscock. 



Amelia Elizabeth was born in Meres, England in 
1880. She married Wm. Henry (Bill) Butler in 1905. 
They farmed in Rossburn (Mears district) until her 
death in 1932. They had seven children (three sur
vived). Walter Austin Butler, Dorothy May Brown, 
and Frank Victor Butler who still resides on the 
family homestead. 

Kate Mary, born in 1882, in Meres, England, 
married Alf Preston in 1911. They farmed in Car
negie, Rossburn Valley and Kelso, Sask. They had 
seven children: Robert, Arthur, Edith, Agnes, Tom, 
Albert and Margaret. She died in 1949. 

Rosa Emily, born in 1885, died in 1887. 
Albert John, born in Meres, England in 1889, 

died in 1968. 
Bessie Mabel, born in 1893 in Souris, Manitoba, 

died in 1980. 
Agnes May, born in 1897 in Souris, died in 1972. 

Bessie, Albert, Agnes Hiscock. 

Fred and Elsie Hodgkinson 
After the war in 1945, Elsie and I lived in Emer

son for sixteen months and twenty-seven months in 
Morris, Manitoba, in store management. In April 
1949, we travelled to Rossburn by bus for an inter
view for the position of Co-op store manager. A trip 
that still stays in our minds. Roads at that time were 
gravelled from Erickson to Russell. Between Oak
bum and Rossburn our bus got stuck in a big mud 
hole which if I recall correctly took two tractors to 
pull the bus out. We arrived about 3 p.m., and had to 
leave about 5 p.m. Consequently we only had a short 
time to look over the town and store in the company 
of Bert Mitchell, the President of the Rossburn Co-op 
at that time. We liked what we saw and decided to 
make the move on May 19,1949, and we stayed until 
July 1954. 

During the five year period while we were here 
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the Co-op prospered. Probably the two highlights of 
the Co-op history stand out. On June 14, 1949, the 
membership at the annual meeting decided to operate 
the Co-op on a cash basis, which eventually meant 
that we had money to pay our bills and also retire the 
mortgage on the store that was owing. In 1954, the 
mortgage owing to Jack Stitt was burned. 

In 1951, Jack Reed the Co-op Wholesale District 
Representative, Bert Mitchell and Joe Chastko, Pres
ident and Manager Peter Mendro, of Sandy Lake Co
op and myself made a trip to Saskatoon and Regina to 
visit Co-operatives. Mr. Wes Robbins later Cabinet 
Minister of Co-op in the Blakeney Government, was 
our host. Wes was Publicity Director for Saskatche
wan Federated Co-operatives Limited, and our host 
in Saskatoon. One of the Co-ops that we visited was 
the Saskatoon Credit Union. We were very im
pressed by their operation. 

During the period we spent with Wes, he devoted 
most of his time talking Credit Unions. When we 
returned home that summer we planned a series of 
meetings to be held in the Rossburn District during 
the winter months of 1952-53. Those taking part in 
the meetings and the topics were: John Cormack, 
President of Rossburn Co-op on Co-operatives, Ed 
Shust, on Co-op oils and grease, assisted by Jack 
Reed, District Representative from the Wholesale, 
Jim Bowman from the Co-op Wholesale. The topics 
were feeding livestock and poultry. Fred Hodgkinson 
was on Credit Unions. Nine meetings were held in 
places such as Vista, Mears Hall, Birdtail School and 
many other points. From these meetings a decision 
was made to organize a Credit Union in 1954. The 
people who organized the Credit Union and signed 
the application for registration were I believe, Bert 
Mitchell, Fred Clark, Indian Agent and Fred 
Hodgkinson. Original investment was $30.00. As 
Secretary Manager of the Credit Union I recall one of 
the first loans that the Credit Union granted. From 
our total assets of $180.00, we loaned $150.00, to a 
local farmer who wished to purchase seed grain. The 
loan was repaid and then the Credit Union eventually 
grew. 

Nineteen years later we were happy to attend the 
opening of the new Credit Union office building in 
Rossburn. We wish all members of the Co-operative 
and the Credit Union continued success. 

During the period of time we spent in Rossburn 
most of our activities were centered around the Unit
ed Church, the Canadian Legion and sister co-opera
tives. 

Our stay in Rossburn was a very happy time for us 
due to the many people we met and who later became 
close friends. Just prior to leaving Rossburn for Swan 
we were blessed with the arrival of our son, Brian. 



Horitchie 
Michael Horitchie was born in a tiny village in 

Halychyna Western Ukraine and came to Canada as a 
youth of 18 years. He worked at all the various jobs 
he could get and, in 1914, married Polly Dunits. 

She came to Canada with her parents in 1905 and 
homesteaded the farm which is now owned by An
drew Nahirniak. Michael and Polly first lived on Sec 
S.E. 17-21-25, then moved to Sec S.E. 20-21-25 
which they bought from Joseph Dunits who moved to 
the Mears district. They were a very hard-working 
couple and managed to clear a sizeable part of their 
farm using the axe, grub hoe and horses to pull down 
trees. It was hard work but the future seemed brighter 
year by year as their cultivated acreage grew and 
livestock multiplied, their optimism gave them ambi
tion as did the know ledge that their children would be 
provided with an education and the ability and 
knowledge to fend for themselves. 

They were members of, and faithfully attended, 
the Catholic church at Ruthenia and enjoyed mass as 
well as the visitation with neighbors and friends after 
the services. As there were very few social functions, 
their attendance meant much to them and their 
friends. Their marriage was blessed with four chil
dren; Emily, being the oldest, lives at Brandon; 
(Morris) Max, who served overseas in World War 
Two for three years, lives at Hamilton, Ontario, 
married Itolion (Olga) and he had retired from the 
Steel Co of Canada to run a small grocery; Peter, 
married to Nellie Chisholm, works for Ste1co at 
Hamilton and their three children are Neil, Paul, and 
Debbie; Paul, who was a twin to Peter, married Elsie 
Nechwediuk and they had one daughter, Paulette, 
who lives in Toronto. 

Paul, whose wife passed away in 1978, continues 
to farm and, although heartbroken with the death of 
his wife, has again regained his cheerfulness and 
plans to continue to farm for some time. 

His mother re-married to John Olynyk and they 
had one daughter, Jean, who lives in Winnipeg. 

Paul, who is mainly self-educated and quite artic
ulate, was very active in his community. He served as 
sec-treas for the Ruthenia School District for approx
imately ten years. He was also president of the Bird
tail Pool Elevator Association for many years; he 
spends his spare time reading and his one hobby is 
shooting snooker; usually he ends up by losing only 
one game in four. I wish him health and happiness 
and many years of the continuation of friendships 
built over a lifetime. 

contributed by a friend. 

Andrew Hryciuk 
Andrew Hryciuk was born in 1877 in the village 
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of Yamlicka in the province of Stanislowiv. In 1902 
he married Anna Spi1chuk who was born in 1882 in 
the same village. Andrew immigrated to Canada in 
1907 by himself. He lived with George Walko's fam
ily at Glen Elmo district for 3 years. In 1910 his wife 
and three daughters: Dora, Kay and Marie immi
grated to Canada to join her husband and their father. 

The first years were difficult with no money and 
no shelter. The Hryciuk family continued to live with 
the Walkos for another year. Andrew with some 
knowledge of carpentry built a long log house on his 
homestead at Mears (S. 21, T. 21, R. 24) which was 
partitioned and having two doors, one door led to the 
house and the other door led to the bam where they 
kept their cow and calf. 

In Canada six more children were born to An
drew and Anna. Sons: Nick, Murray and Bill and 
Daughters: Helen, Irene and Ann. The family were 
faithful and active members of Mohyla Ukrainian 
Catholic Church of Holy Trinity where Andrew was 
an Elder for some years. The children attended 
Chmelnycki school. Andrew was also a School trust
ee for some years. 

Andrew farmed together with his children until 
1944, when they sold the homestead to Nick Kozun 
and bought a farm in Rossburn on SW (S. 31, T. 19, 
R. 24) where part of Rossburn town is located. He 
retired in 1945 and continued to live on the farm with 
his son Bill until he passed away in 1963. Anna 
passed away in 1955. Their final resting place is the 
Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery in Rossburn. 

The eldest daughter Dora born in 1904 married 
Peter Sidoryk in 1923. They had a family of eight: 
Stella, Ann, Nicholas (deceased at the age of 2Y2 
years), Bill, Ellen, Murray, Ernie and Larry. Peter 
Sidoryk passed away in 1968. 

Kay Hryciuk passed away in 1978. 
Marie married Jack Patton in 1940. They had no 

family. Jack died in 1956 and Marie is retired and 
living in Winnipeg. 

Helen was married to Roy Hasiuk in 1935 and 
they had two children: Olga (died in infancy) and 
Ernie living in Winnipeg. Helen died accidentally in 
1962. Roy passed away in 1979. 

Nick married Elsie Kiez in 1945 and they are now 
residing in Brandon .. Their children are: Sylvia, 
Darlene, Robert and Kenny. Irene was married to 
Tony Spi1chuk in 1938 and they have two daughters: 
Vivian and Julie. Irene died accidentally in 1964. 

Murray married Alice Koloski in 1961, and now 
resides in Rossburn. He is the local Gulf Oil Dis
tributor. They have four daughters: Cheryl, Mariann, 
Betty and Patti. 

Bill married Joyce Dutchak in 1955. He farmed 
together with his father and then took the farm over 



when Andrew retired. They have two children: Linda 
and Arnold. 

Tony passed away at the age of 2Y2 years. 
Ann, the youngest daughter, married John Gur

nick in 1944 and at present are farming south of 
Rossburn. They have two children: Lawrence and 
Carol. 

Wasyl Hrysak 
'Yasyl Hrysak came to Canada with his parents, 

ProkIp and Anna, and his three brothers and four 
sist.ers, in 1899. While they were driven by team to 
theIr homestead, 32-19-23, a threatening cloud made 
the driver decide to let them walk the one mile to their 
destination. In the drizzling rain, darkness, and thick 
bush they wandered all night soaked to the skin. 

Peter, on~ of the brothers, and very young, caught 
a cold and dIed a few weeks later. His grave is still 
fenced off on the farm. 

At the age of ten, Wasyl helped to build a house 
the first year, which still stands today. 
. In 1908 he married Mary Chwaluk, and con

tInued to live with his parents until they had a family 
of four. Jessie, being the oldest, recalls she was never 
allowed to go to a certain area of the farm. Later she 
found out stone was burned here to whitewash the 
house. 

Lome gave his parents a scare when he was only 
1Y2 years old. While he was napping his parents 
worked in the garden. But Lome awoke, wandered 
away one mile playing along the way. It was quite a 
few hours later before they found him safe at a 
neighbor's. 

In 1920 they bought a farm, E. Y2 12-19-24 from 
Milton Gardner for $16,000.00. Wasyl moved in the 
spring with their four children: Jessie, Margaret, 
Lome and Elsie. Elsie, being the baby, got Grandpa's 
old sheepskin to keep her warm. Matt, Stella and 
Anne were born on this farm. 

Wasyl and Maria Hrysak. (1958) 
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The future years saw many hardships. In 1935 a 
cyclone went through, and then they were hailed out 
two years in a row. At this time World War II broke 
out and Matt joined the army in 1941. However 
payments on the farm were completed by 1944 and a 
~ear later Lome continued to farm until 1977 selling 
It to the present owner, N. Lysyshin. 

Wasyl and Mary retired to the village of Vista for 
twenty-three years. Mary passed away in 1968 and 
Wasyl in 1973, leaving their family with this memory 
- Wasyl and Mary were married on February 2nd, 
both passed away on the same day, and at the same 
hour. 

Huston 
In 1885, John and Jane Huston arrived in Man

itoba from the county of Perth in Ontario. The first 
two years they operated the stopping house at Marne 
on the "Carlton Trail" between Strathclair and New
dale .. They already had a family of five: George -
born In 1875, Joseph -1877, Fanny - 1879, Violet 
- 1881, and John Archibald - 1884. They then 
moved and established their ranch eight miles north 
and one mile west of Rossburn in the valley. The farm 
was later operated by the Sotas family. The "Valley 
School" was established shortly after 1887 but two of 
Robert Taylor's children had to be borrowed to estab
lish the minimum number of children required for a 
school district. 

In the following years John and Jane had four 
more children: Margaret and James - twins in 1889 
Harold who died at birth in 1890, and Meredith i~ 
1891. John Archibald, Margaret and James died in 
the scarlet fever epidemic of 1890-91, as evidenced 
by three tombstones on the south slope of the 
Rossburn cemetery. 

I? ~904, John Huston departed with his family for 
MedICIne Hat, Alberta. Their second eldest son 
Joseph Irwin, remained in the Rossburn district. ' 

In 1906, Joseph married Mildred, the eldest 
daughter of Robert Taylor. Joe and Millie started their 
honeymoon by team and cutter to KeHoe to catch the 
train for Winnipeg. Joe worked in the mines in New 
Ontario for five years before returning to the 
Rossburn district. In 1911, they returned to farm two 
miles north of Vista with two children, Alvira and 
Irwin. In 1913, they established permanently one 
mile west and one mile north of Birdtail Siding. Two 
other children were born, Harris in 1914 and Mer
edith in 1919. The children went to school at Birdtail 
School, some of their classmates being the Tan
asychuks, Pomehichuks, McFeetors, Whites, and 
Kowa1chuks. 

Joseph was very active on the School Board and 
the Rural Council at this time and in forming the Pool 



Elevators. They resided on the farm until 1933 when 
they purchased the farm now occupied by Larry 
Huston, one and one-half miles north of Rossburn. 

Alvira trained as a nurse and, in 1932, married 
Andrew Skidmore of Winnipeg Beach. They had five 
children: Andre, Alvin, Alva, Allen and Larry. AI
vira passed away in 1965. 

Irwin entered the Winnipeg Post Office in 1928. 
Irwin married Betty Anderson of Winnipeg in 1937 
and they had one daughter Shirley. He worked until 
his passing in 1969. 

Harris trained as a teacher and taught at Rossburn 
until he entered the navy in 1940. He married Isabel 
Fyfe of Scotland and in 1945 he returned to occupy 
the home farm. Joseph and Millie retired to 
Rossburn. Harris and Isabel had three children: 
Robin, Judy and Larry. Harris was well-known in the 
area as a Reeve of the Municipality and was involved 
in many other public works for the benefit of the 
district. He passed away in 1973. 

Meredith joined the navy in 1939, and took his 
B.S.A. Degree at the University of Manitoba after he 
returned. He married Sylvia Norlande of Halifax and 
they have two sons, John and Grant. Meredith resides 
in Winnipeg where he is employed by the Manitoba 
Pool Elevators. 

During his retirement years in Rossburn, Joseph 
was active as a School Trustee, and town councillor. 
Joe passed away in 1957 and Millie in 1971. 

The marriage of Joseph and Millie in 1906 joined 
two of the earlier pioneer families in the district and 
the only descendant of the two families still residing 
in the Rossburn area is Larry. 

submitted by Meredith Huston and 
Judy Gutoski 

Russell Norman Hutton 
Russell Norman Hutton, his wife Willamine Ann 

(Minnie), and two daughters, Leona and Elaine, 
moved from Minnedosa to Rossburn on December 
28, 1945. They moved into what was called the 
"Harrison Place", sharing living quarters with Mrs. 
Harrison Sr. We lived next door to Jim and Nancy 
Andrew, and Mrs. King, and later the Howard Mac
Intosh's. Later Dad bought the Wesley Strong house, 
which was very close to the creamery. 

Russell was the manager of the Rossburn Cream
ery from 1945, when it was built, to 1965. 

The Creamery was not quite finished when we 
moved to Rossburn but it was opened in the early 
Spring of 1946. The creamery was owned by Smellie 
Brothers of Russell, who owned a chain of cream
eries; Roblin, Russell, Rossburn, Shoal Lake, and 
Erickson. I can't remember all the staff, but I do 
remember that Margaret Crookshanks was the first 
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Secretary, and others were June Von Hagen, later 
June Kolosky, May Koloski, and Mildred Heindle. 
Jim Smith, and Henry Miller were long time staff 
members, and Jack Nesbitt, Clarence Johannson, 
and George Heindle were buttermakers. Tony May
daniuk was one of the truck drivers who picked up 
cream from the farms and brought it into town to the 
creamery. During the time Russell Hutton was man
ager of the creamery, they took many first and second 
prizes at the Canadian National Exhibition in Toronto 
for butter. The creamery was also awarded the honors 
for the best kept creamery interior in Manitoba for 
several years running; - the latter awarded by the 
Manitoba Dairy Association. The chain of cream
eries were taken over by Manitoba Dairy and Poultry 
Co-operative in 1959. 

Russell served the community in many other 
ways, besides managing the creamery. He served as 
Treasurer for the Red Cross for many years; as an 
elder in Knox United Church; both trustee and Chair
man of the Rossburn School Board, prior to it be
coming part of the Pelly Trail School Division; 
member of the Orange Lodge (lOOF); a charter 
member of the Rossburn Lions Club; and an enthusi
astic member of the Rossburn Curling Club. Minnie 
belonged to the Women's Institute and the United 
Church Women. Leona sang in the church choir, was 
vice-president of the Student Council in 1953-54, 
and president of the Student Council in 1954-55; took 
part in drama, 4H, and c.G.I.T. Elaine was also in 
drama, 4H, and c.G.I.T. and class valedictorian in 
1961. 

Russell and Minnie moved to Portage La Prairie 
in June of 1965. Russell passed away on July 20, 
1966. After his death, Minnie moved to Dauphin, 
and lived there until her death on December 20, 
1977. 

Leona married Frank Kucher in 1957, and they 
now reside at Onanole, Manitoba. They have four 
children - Debbie, married to Vic Hlushak and 
living at Fort McMurray, Alberta; Sandra at Grande 
Prairie, Alta.; Rick at Onanole; and Susan at Bran
don, Manitoba. 

Elaine married Tom Gibson in 1965, and they 
now reside in Thompson, Manitoba. They have two 
boys, John, 13, and Blair, 10. 

Submitted by Leona Kucher (nee Hutton) 

Hyra 
George (Rehorko) and Mary (Siwak) Hyra 

George (Rehorko) Hyra, who lived to be almost a 
centenarian (100 years less 3 months), was born in 
March 1856 and died in December, 1955. He was 
born in the village of Schmankiewchi, the region 
Chortkiw near the big city of Ternopol in the 



Ukraine. He married Mary Siwak of the same area in 
1890. Mary Siwak was born in 1874 and died in 1961. 
George toiled the rich farmlands in the Ukraine with 
his wife Mary. 

In the year 1900, he and his wife immigrated to 
Canada and homesteaded on the SE 12-21-26. 
George built a log house chinked with clay and built a 
thatched roof made of thick hay bundled into sheaves 
and laid side by side. Later, when George couldn't 
repair the roof, his sons fixed it up with plywood and 
roofing paper. George and Mary retired to live in a 
house close to their son William on the NE 8-21-25. 

George cleared the land and raised beautiful cat
tle and horses. He was a musician and played on a 
copilko or flute. He played for ladies and they 
danced. He was always full of jokes and liked to 
laugh and sing. 

Mary his wife, was a dedicated mother who 
looked after her family well. She loved parties, sing
ing, and dancing. She washed wool, carded it, and 
made beautiful quilts which she gave to her children. 
She spun her own wool into yarn and made the 
family's mitts, scarves and socks. The aroma and 
smell of bread made in an outdoor oven was one of 
her specialities her family looked forward to. She 
also sewed for her children. 

George and Mary had a family of six sons and 
two daughters. Two older daughters died in infancy. 
The family members were Anna, William, Joe, 
Mike, Frank, Nick, Carrie and Dan. 

Left to Right: Mike, Nick, Rehorko (father), Anna (in back), 
Carol, Mary (mother), baby Dan, Joe, Frank Hyra. Picture 
taken in 1920s. 

Anna sewed and made her mother's clothes. She 
loved dancing and embroidery and loved to dress 
nicely. She married Joe Strzelecki who painted and 
worked at cleaning railway engines and parts. They 
have one son Leo, who is an actor and dancer. Leo 
married a Syrian girl, Mary, and they have three 
adopted children, two girls and a boy. 
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William, the oldest son, married Jessie Naher
niak, and they lived on the NE 8-21-25. As a young 
boy, William worked for farmers. He earned enough 
money to go to Saskatoon to take a course in mechan
ics and welding. He had one of the first threshing 
outfits in the area. William also operated a saw mill 
that made the lumber for his home and farm build
ings. He was an excellent carpenter-building homes, 
barns, schools, halls, bridges, churches and coffins. 
He played a fiddle with a band for many house 
weddings. He was a councillor in the Rossburn mu
nicipality for 32 years and was awarded a gold watch 
for this dedicated work. He talked about hardships 
when he had to buy flour and groceries on credit for 
himself and fellow neighbours. In return, they 
worked for him and this way paid it back. Jessie his 
wife, who is a very happy and contented lady, says 
that when they got married they had a blind horse and 
she died. But that didn't stop two hard working 
people from achieving more land and establishing a 
great farming family and home. Their home was 
surrounded by evergreens, fruit trees and lovely 
shrubs. Jessie had many rose bushes, beautiful 
flowers and gardens. She could embroider and 
crochet and make the nicest dresses and quilts. Aunt 
Jessie still can make the tastiest poppy seed perishke 
that I have ever eaten. She was and is one of the best 
cooks and homemakers that I can recall. Their six 
children are Jerry, Julia, Leonard, Peter, Eugene and 
Alexander. Jerry farmed and built a big new home 
and farm buildings on SE 25-19-27. He also built a 
big well-landscaped home in Russell. Leonard mar
ried Lena Ewanchuk, farms on SW 28-19-26 and 
they have three children Barry, Kathy and Ricky. 
Julia married Harry Kuzenko. They farmed on NE 
4-20-26 and now have a lovely home in Russell. Julia 
is talented in cake decorating, handiwork and works 
at the Russell Inn. She, like her mother, is an excel
lent cook. Their children are Dennis, a high-school 
teacher who lives in Winnipeg with his wife Michelle 
LaRose and daughters, Natasha and Nina. Dianne, a 
nurse, married Leonard Kimokovich who works 
with computers. Debbie is taking a stenographers 
course in Winnipeg. Peter, William's third son is a 
road construction cat operator at Cloverdale, B.C. 
William helped build his huge home. He married 
Mearle Hystad and their three sons are Glen, Darryl 
and Stephen. Eugene farms on William's home 
place. Alexander married Marion (Kostuik) Melnyk 
and they farm on the NW 9-21-25. Alexander is a 
good mechanic, welder and carpenter. 

Joe, the second son, married Stella Hubensky, 
and they had twelve children. Joe was a farmer and 
Stella worked at the Grandview hospital after her 
family grew up. They also took a European tour and 



visited the homeland of their parents. Their family 
are Eleanor, married (cafe proprietors) with three 
children; Geraldine and husband Lou, with two sons, 
ran a clothing store; Lavina married a policeman and 
has three children; Eugenia married a Powell boy and 
they and their three children farm; Sandra married a 
farmer, they moved to B. C. and have a boy and a girl; 
Mickey and husband toured and lived in Switzerland 
and now live in B. C.; Dianne is married and lives in 
Prince George; Darlene is married and lives in Cal
gary; Beverley married in U.S.A. and had one son 
(died very young and is buried near home); one 
young daughter died, Bernard, Joe's son, is married 
and farms his Dad's land. Jerry, another son, married 
a Bohun girl and is a garage man. 

Mike, the third son was an upholsterer, and taught 
Ukrainian folk dancing. He lives in Pasadena, Cal
ifornia. His wife Anna worked in a bank. She passed 
away and he remarried Gladys Wowk. Both are re
tired in Pasadena. 

Frank, fourth son, was an unmarried school 
teacher. He taught school at Mohyla, Lima, 
McCreary and Ruthenia. His first years salary was 
$480 ($40 a month). 

Frank Hyra (beside car), and Wm. Hyra (with pails) at farm 
yard on NE 8-21-25. Picture taken in 1951. 

Nicolas, the fifth son married Maggie Hyra. He 
was a farmer, cat operator and restaurant owner. He 
lives in B.C. Their children are Annie, John, 
Adolph, Eddie, Marusia, Peter, Milton and Frank 
(who died in infancy). Maggie loves gardening and 
fancy work. 

Dan, the youngest son, married Annie Rodeck 
and they farm on NW 27-21-27 in the Silverton area. 
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Dan is a carpenter. Annie, his wife, is a pleasant lady 
whose hobbies are knitting and sewing. Their chil
dren are Frank and Maria. Frank married Carol 
Erickson. Their children are Sheldon, Randall, Kev
in and Bradley. Frank works for Princo Western Co. 
Maria, a hairdresser married Glen Engel. Glen works 
at an airport and they have one child, Duane. 

George and wife Mary rest peacefully at the 
Lakedale cemetery just west of their homestead. The 
Lakedale Church Committee keeps this cemetery 
very neat and well looked after. They think all our 
faithful pioneers deserve an honourable resting 
place. 

John Irwin 
James Irwin was the first of the Irwins to come to 

Rossburn. He came in 1880. Later, his brother John, 
and his wife (the former Agnes Wiggins), and three 
children left Gorrie, Ontario, along with Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom Lawless. Mrs. Lawless was also a Wig
gIns. 

They arrived in Rossburn on March 13, 1891. 
Their first home was with his brother, 3 miles north of 

,Rossburn. They bought a yoke of oxen and for four 
years farmed there and worked at any job they could 
get. 

In 1885 John Irwin bought a quarter section one
half mile east of Rossburn. Tom Lawless had settled 
on the other quarter section of 31-19-24. 

They built a log house and bam, also had some 
cows, as they could sell milk to the local cheese 
factory. A little later a butter factory was built and 
continued operating until 1924. 

Their grain had to be hauled to Solsgirth or Birtle 
as there was no railroad until 1905 . There was a grist 
mill started in 1919, and with the railway, came the 
elevators. 

In 1906, Mrs. Irwin died leaving Mr. Irwin with 
eleven children, the oldest being old enough to look 
after the rest. 

The family were: Gertie, (Mrs. E. Woods), who 
farmed one and a half miles east of Rossburn; Ham
mond, a teacher in Rossburn and Brandon; Eliz
abeth, who married Dr. Matt Carson, and had one 
daughter, Oral; Bill who married Mabel McKee and 
had two daughters, Willow and Hazel; Jim married 
and had three children; Tom and Roy were bachelors; 
Roy had a garage in Rossburn until his death and Tom 
worked for the C. N . R.; 0 Ii ve married George Kelso 
and lived at Russell and Roblin; Hazel married H. 
Milne in Winnipeg; Agnes died in infancy. 

None of the Irwin family are alive now. 

Johnston 
"Capt." Harry W. Wray Johnston came to 



Rossburn in 1903 after serving in the Boer War. He 
was accompanied by his bride, Flora Hallowes, a 
nurse, from Dublin, Ireland. They met in a hospital 
in Kimberley, (South Africa). He had one of the first 
machinery businesses in Rossburn, also had a farm 
northeast of town. He enlisted and went overseas 
when war broke out in 1915. On returning he pro
curred a position in the Government with the Soldiers 
Settlement Board. His headquarters was to be in 
Shoal Lake so he and his family (wife and two sons, 
Keith and Percy) moved in 1920. They spent their 
retirement in Vancouver. 
submitted by Mrs. Mildred Nichol - Solsgirth, 

Manitoba 

William Morrison Johnston (1892-1944) 
William M. was born on a farm at Wishaw, near 

Glasgow, Scotland. At the age of thirteen Bill came 
to Canada in July, 1905, to his brother Alex, a dairy 
farmer at Kelloe. 

Canada was being promoted as the "Land of 
Opportunity" . 

In 1913 he bought a farm south of Rossburn. In 
1915 he married Florence May Cameron. 

Their family attended Ekford School. Pres
byterian Church and Sunday School was conducted 
there during the summer months. Bill was a breeder 
of registered Holstein cattle. They had a family of 
five children. 

Andrew married Mabel Brown. They have two 
children; Sharon and Bruce of Gilbert Plains. Laugh
lin (Pat) farms at Rossburn, married Bertha Camp
bell. They have four daughters; Janice, Janet, Janieth 
and Janean. Ina married Len Randall. They retired 
from the farm to Brandon. Their two sons are 
William and Murrey. Douglas, a Solsgirth farmer 
married Margaret Hayball. They have four daugh
ters, Donna, Marlene, Marion, and Linda. Margaret 
married a Birtle farmer, Walter Butcher. They have 
four of a family. Joan, Glenda, Gordon and Morris. 

Laughlin Cameron (Pat) Johnston 
Pat is the second son born to William and Flo

rence (Cameron) Johnston. 
His farm NE 26-18-25, six miles south of 

Rossburn was homesteaded by the late Wm. Collins. 
Pat is a prominent Holstein cattle breeder and 

very active in Community affairs. At the present time 
he is the President of - The Rossburn Credit Union 
Ltd., Pool Elevator, Rossburn Agriculture Society, 
Director of Parkway Co-op, Knox United Church and 
Provincial Director of Manco Dairies. Other offices 
held are - Trustee of Ekford S.D. #1135, Hospital 
Governing Board, Agriculture Council, Dairy Food 
Service Bureau, Crop Improvement Club, 4-H Dairy 
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and Beef Club, Birtle Pioneer Lodge, and Rossburn 
Consumer Co-op. 

Pat and Bertha (Campbell) have a family of four 
daughters. 

Janice, a B.Sc. graduate of Brandon University 
worked as a research chemist for the dairy branch of 
the department of Agriculture, and the Food and 
Drug. 

Janice was Manitoba's Dairy Queen 1960-61. She 
married Elwyn McFeetors. They have three daugh
ters and one son: Crystal, CQreen, Sherry and Greg
ory. After her marriage she attended Brandon 
University to obtain her Education degree and taught 
in the Rossburn Collegiate and Neelin in Brandon. 

Janet, a B.Sc. graduate of Brandon University, 
attended the U. of M. for her Education degree. Janet 
was a teacher at Oakburn, Russell Major Pratt Colle
giate, and Jefferson Collegiate in Winnipeg. 

Janet married Fred Serafin. They have two chil
dren: Karen and Scott. The family resides in Ottawa, 
Ontario. 

Janieth, a secretary, presently employed by the 
Department of Highways, married Del Gorrell. They 
have two children: Cheryl, and Jason. Rossburn is 
their home town. 

Janean is attending College in Brandon taking 
Business Administration. 

In the past Bertha worked with the United Church 
Ladies, serving as President or Secretary, Agricul
ture Society, Secretary of the Ekford S.D. #1135 and 
the 4-H, Sewing Sisters, the Red Cross and Sunday 
School. 

Pat and Bertha are semi-retired on their farm six 
miles south of Rossburn. 

Abner Joiner 
Abner Joiner was born to Abner and Betsy Joiner 

(nee) Crichton on December 13, 1891 in the County 
of Forfar, Scotland. He came t.o Canada in 1908 and 
worked in the Neepawa, Manitoba area for the Rowes 
and Kilburn families. In 1920 he was employed by 
the C.N.R. and worked on the railway till he moved 
to Birdtail, Manitoba in 1923 where he bought grain 
for a few years. 

In 1925, he married Margaret Veitch (nee Brown) 
who was a widow with three children. They are 
Rowat, Sterling and Margaret who is married to 
David Cleland. Abner and Margaret farmed S.E. Y4 
23-20-25 in the Birdtail district. He also worked at 
Canada Packers Ltd. in Winnipeg, Manitoba for one 
winter. 

Abner had been a member of the Oddfellows 
Lodge at Neepawa and a member of the Bruan School 
Board at Birdtail. He did veterinary work for the 
farmers in the area as there were no veterinarians in 



the district. He also liked to play the violin, raise 
chickens and Holstein cattle. Many teachers boarded 
at their home as Bruan School was situated very close 
to their farm. Margaret loved to sew and knit, make 
quilts and show her handiwork and baking at fairs at 
Rossbum, Russell and Shoal Lake. She was also a 
very active member of the Ranchvale United Church, 
Birdtail Women's Institute and Rebekah Lodge. 

Abner and Margaret had three children, Eunice, 
William and Douglas. 

Eunice attended Bruan and Rossburn High 
Schools. Then she went to work with her brother 
Sterling Veitch in his cafe in Rossbum. Later she 
moved to Shoal Lake, Manitoba where she worked 
for A. R. Thombeck's General Store for two years. 
Eunice then started working in the Royal Bank at 
Shoal Lake and was transferred to Rivers, Manitoba 
branch of the Royal Bank. Here she met and married 
Douglas Gill, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
Gill. They live on the original Gill homestead near 
Rivers, Manitoba. They have four children: Ken, 
twins Grant and Gaye and Norma. 

Ken went to school at Rivers and has two years 
accounting taken at the University of Manitoba. He 
works for the Manitoba Department of Highways at 
Minnedosa and lives in Rivers. 

Grant also got his education in Rivers and took a 
welding course at Assiniboine Community College 
in Brandon, Manitoba. He now farms with his father. 

Gaye attended school in Rivers and trained for 
her R. N. at Brandon School for Nurses. She is work
ing at the Brandon General Hospital. While in train
ing she met and married Darrell Loree, a farmer from 
Justice, Manitoba. He farms with his father and they 
live on the farm. They have one son, Douglas. 

Norma also attended Rivers School and is at 
present living at home. 

William Joiner attended Bruan school. He 
worked at various jobs and was in the Air Force for 
awhile. He was very fond of fishing, hunting and 
sports such as curling, hockey, baseball and golf. Bill 
worked on the family farm when his parents retired. 
He was living in the Village of Rossbum when he 
passed away on May 8,1977 at the age of forty-eight. 

Douglas Joiner got his education at Bruan and 
Rossbum High Schools. He worked for the Manitoba 
Hydro, Beaver Lumber Co. and many carpentry 
jobs. Some of these included the Elementary School 
at Rossbum, Oakbum School, Rossbum R.C.M.P. 
barracks, Rossbum Arena and the home where he is 
living now with his family. He is married to Pauline 
Malaniuk, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Mathew D. 
Malaniuk of Rossbum. She worked in the Toronto: 
Dominion Bank in Rossbum. 

Douglas and Pauline have two children, Gregory 
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and Cheryl. They both attend Rossburn School. 
Gregory has been active in all boys' activities such as 
Sunday School, Cubs and Scouts, school sports, 
golfing, and a little curling. He also delivered The 
Winnipeg Tribune for two years. Gregory joined the 
Russell Air Cadet Squadron and has achieved his 
rank of Sergeant. Cheryl's activities include Sunday 
School, skating, swimming, sports at school and Girl 
Guides. Douglas has always taken part in sports such 
as hockey, baseball, coaching and refereeing. Both 
Douglas and his wife curl and play golf. Douglas has 
been working for the Manitoba Water Supply Board 
and The Village of Rossbum since the waterworks 
were installed in Rossbum in 1964. 

Abner and Margaret moved to their new home in 
Rossbum in 1965. They had boarders for a few years, 
many visits with family and friends and Margaret 
was still active in the Birdtail W.I. They attended 
Rossbum United Church. Abner passed away on 
January 21, 1970. Margaret sold the house and 
moved to the Lions Manor in Rossbum. She lived 
there till she passed away on September IS, 1976. 
She spent many hours visiting, sewing and knitting 
for her children, grandchildren and great -grand
children. There are six Veitch grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren, six Joiner grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild. 

Joiner, Peter and Lillian 
Peter was born in Forfar, Scotland. He came to 

Canada in 1926. He worked in Saskatchewan until 
1927 when he came to Rossbum where his brother, 
Abner lived. He married Lillian Crookshanks in De
cember, 1932. He worked for Lillian's Uncle, Bill 
Crookshanks until 1944. He worked on the farms and 
at carpenter work until 1967 when they moved to 
Rossbum. 

Lillian and Peter had two sons, David and 
Melvin. David and wife, Loraine have a son, Leigh. 
They live in Winnipeg. David works for Manitoba 
Pool Elevators. Melvin lives at Rossbum and works 
on the farms. 

Lillian died January 5, 1977 and Peter died Octo
ber 27. 1979. 

Fred Juba 
Fred Juba was born in 1891, in the little village of 

Wilawchu, the municipality of Temopil in Western 
Ukraine. As a child, he was deprived of education 
and forced by his step-mother to go out to work to 
assist in the support of the family. At the age of 
twelve, he left home to fend for himself. He worked 
in German and Austrian coal mines for a small wage 
and low standard of food. He had known poverty and 
learned the hard way in having to save money. 



At the age of nineteen, in April of 1910, he 
emigrated to Canada. He found employment for the 
next four years in the farming districts of Decker, 
Shoal Lake, and Oakbum. He was very proud of his 
ability to fire and handle the big steam engine of the 
threshing machines of that time. 

In 1915, Fred married a widow, Mrs. Teenie 
Mychasiw, who had two little boys from a previous 
marriage. They were John who was four years of age, 
and Mike, who was two years old. They made their 
home on a farm bordering the Riding Mountain Na
tional Park in the area north of Marco. There they 
pioneered on this farm. In addition to Teenie's two 
sons, they also raised a family of three more sons, 
Harry, Nick, and Peter, along with three daughters, 
Annie, Mildred, and Mary. 

They continued farming there for thirty three 
years. In 1948 they bought a farm half a mile west of 
Birtle. Their youngest son, Peter still owns this land. 
Teenie's son, John Mychasiw owns the homestead at 
Marco. 

Mr. and Mrs. Juba were devout Catholics. 
Mr. Juba passed away January 18, 1960. This was 

on his forty fifth wedding anniversary. Mrs. Juba 
moved to live in the town of Birtle and resided there 
until her death on November 29, 1962. 

Submitted by Mrs. Nick Juba, Birtle, Man. 

Juba 
Harry and Victoria Juba lived in Welowchi, the 

region Trembowlia near Stanislawa, in the Ukraine. 
They had three sons: Fred, Alex, and Mike. Harry's 
first wife died of typhoid fever at the early age of 29. 
Harry remarried and he and his second wife Annie 
had three more sons: Steve, John and Harry. Harry 
and his first wife were born in the late 1850's and 
married in 1887. The oldest son Fred immigrated to 
Canada in 1908. He worked for farmers and made 
enough money to bring his brother Mike to Canada. 
Alex, who was supposed to get married in the 
Ukraine, left his bride-to-be and immigrated to Can
ada with brother Mike. Alex, older than Mike, sold 
his belongings to come to Canada. Steve also at
tempted to sell land and wanted to come to Canada in 
1914 but, because of the First World War, he was 
unable to come because he had to serve in the army 
there. 

In 1911, Michael and Alex arrived in Canada to 
the home of Mrs. Annie Kalishyn of Marco, Man
itoba, a cousin of theirs. Alex worked for farmers, 
later farmed and married Nellie Monolak. Michael 
was born on October 20, 1895 in the village where his 
parents resided. At the age of 17, upon arrival to 
Canada, he worked for Bill Reid and Mr. Reinhart for 
five years. 
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Michael earned $25 a month and, by saving 
money, bought the S.W. 31-20-25, which he pur
chased from Alex Wyness for $2900. Because he 
owned land here, he attended church services at 
Lakedale Church. At an Easter Church gathering in 
1917, he met Katie Kalyn. The courtship lasted until 
the next winter and on February 7, 1918 they were 
married. The reason why they got married in the 
winter was because people were out working in the 
summer and had no time for weddings till winter 
came. Lakedale Church was filled to capacity as 
eight more couples were married on that day. They 
were Paul Pomehichuk, Mike Juba, Kost Sacknea, 
Ambrose Chuchmuch, Dan Sabeski, Mike 
Fedyshin, Nick Derkach (Rossburn) and Andrew 
Sidoryk. 

Father Krakiwsky performed the marriage cere
mony and his fees for marrying Mike and Katie were 
$35. Another reason for so many getting married at 
one time was that the priest didn't come very often. 
At the going wage, Mike had to work 1 Y2 months to 
pay to get married so he said to the priest, "It's too 
much money". The priest chuckled and replied, 
"You only get married once." 

The wedding at the home of Katie's parents, the 
Kalyns, was a special event. Katie was dressed in a 
gleaming white satin dress and matching veil that 
Mike, the groom, bought for her at Doig's Store in 
Russell for $16 and rings for $5. Katie bought Mike a 
tie, shirt and corsage for $7. This was the custom in 
1918. The groom's attendant or best man was Leo 
Drosdowski, and the maid of honour or bridesmaid 
was Warnara Derkach. The wedding band consisted 
of Paul Storozuk on the fiddle, Banada Bilyk on 
clarinet, and Wotko Keller on the drum. Because the 
Kalyns had a big house there were many guests. The 
bridal couple were presented with $350. One young 
gentleman presented $5 three times or $15.00 so he 
could kiss the bride three times. They served borsch, 
kicto, kasha, holopchi and hyshki (headcheese). A 
round braided sweet bread, (mediwnyk) made with 
honey and lots of eggs was their wedding cake. It was 
baked in an outdoor oven called a pyets. It was three 
layers and decorated with roses. The best man cut it 
into pieces and, while people sang, it was distributed 
to the guests. 

After the wedding, they lived with Katie's parents 
for four months. They moved to their own farm into a 
shanty a mile west from her parent's home. Katie 
plastered and whitewashed her shanty. With the wed
ding presentation money, Mike bought horses, har
nesses, a plough, a stove for $1, a bed for $2, dishes, 
pots, a lamp and a lantern. He made a homemade 
table and benches. Katie's dowry was two horses, 
Beauty and Maudie, and two cows. 



Katie bought curtains the next year as there was 
no money the first year. She took pick and axe and 
helped Mike clear more land. The horses pulled the 
stumps out. On the forty acres of cleared land, they 
had a good crop of wheat and oats and a lovely 
garden. 

Mike and Katie were blessed with eleven chil
dren: Alex, Joe, Olga, Ella, Matt, Peter, Bill, Mar
ion, and Leona (two died as infants). 

Alex, the oldest son, married Eugenia Gandza 
and they have four children: Janis, Beverly, Michelle 
and Michael. Alex farmed and worked for Chrysler 
Co., in Windsor. Alex is the President of the An
gusville Catholic Church and a town councillor, as 
well as a member of the Knights of Columbus. Alex 
is an ardent sports fan of hockey and baseball. With 
the help of others, the Juba family wrote this history. 
Eugenia works for the church and the community. 
She sews and crochets and works at the Personal Care 
Home in Russell. Janis, an artist, married Brian 
Philips, a draftsman and owner of race horses, and 
their two daughters are Chrissy and Terrena. Beverly, 
a stenographer, married Dan Charlton, a fisherman in 
B . C. and their children are Dawn, Rose and Daniel, 
Michelle and Michael attend school in Russell. 

Joe served in the Canadian Infantry for four years 
and served overseas in Germany and Holland for two 
years. Joe spoke four languages, Ukrainian, English, 
Indian and German. Joe farmed north east of An
gusville. He married Verna Yanick of Rossburn. Ver
na works at Russell hospital. They have three sons: 
Barry, Dennis and Richard. Barry works for the Co
op. Dennis married Leasa Fingas of Inglis and they 
have one son. Dennis is employed in Edmonton. 
Leasa is a figure skating teacher. Richard attends 
high school in Russell. 

Olga married Leon Sabeski and they farm in the 
Foxwarren area. Leon and son Eugene are cat opera
tors. Olga is an expert at cake decorating and is a very 
good curler. Their children are Irene, Margaret, 
Ivan, Marion, Eugene and Michelle. Irene married 
Ernie Uzell, a farmer of Birtle, and their daughters 
are Marion and Veronica. Margaret married Jack 
Carley. Both are bank employees and their children 
are Scott and Audrea. Ivan attended University and 
became a teacher. Ivan married Mariam Cooley and 
they have one daughter, Georgina. Marion works in 
Winnipeg. Michelle married Bob Stewart, a carpen
ter in Edmonton and they have one daughter, Mellisa. 
Eugene farms with his father. He married Evelyn 
Ragawski. 

Ella married Richard Petik, a plumber. They have 
eight children: Katherine, Mary, Walter, Steve, 
Odarka, Peter, Anne and Sonja. 

Matt works at Chrysler Co. in Windsor. He mar-
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ried Agnes Hiller, a hairdresser. Their children are 
Matt Jr., Linda, Karen, Pamela, and Randy. Matt Jr. 
is a lawyer. Linda, a bank employee, and Pamela, an 
of.fice worker. All three are married. Karen is a 
teacher and Randy attends university. 

Peter is married and he and his wife Mary and son 
Jerry live in Detroit, Michigan. He is a construction 
worker. 

Marion married Peter Kreshewski of Rossburn. 
Peter, her husband, farms and operates cats. Marion 
works at the Post Office and McLeods. Their chil
dren are Patsy, Sharon, Marianne, Johnny, David and 
Jason. 

Bill works for Tan Jay Clothing Dept. and teaches 
tailoring. He married Rosanne Bachinsky. Their 
children are Patricia and Jeffrey. 

Leona, a secretary and stenographer, worked for 
a lawyer. She married Andy Syryk, a lumber yard 
manager. They have an adopted son, Johnathon. 

In 1962, Mike and Katie retired to live in An
gusville. Mike loved sports and attended many 
hockey and ball games. Katie and Mike boarded 
teachers. Some of the teachers who made their home 
with them were Stan Furman, Joe Mudrey, Florence 
Syrnyk, Joe Zurbyk, and John Mazur. Many still 
keep in contact with the family by writing letters and 
visits. Stan Furman used to hide Mike's tobacco. 
This made Mike quit smoking for a year and made 
him feel better. 

Mike and Katie Juba as seen in 1964 



Mike and Katie were members of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church. They were always willing to help 
the community and their home was a welcome place 
for family and friends. Both were hard workers and 
respected citizens and were always willing to give a 
helping hand. 

Mike passed away in 1975. Katie still lives in 
Angusville. 

Narrated by Katie Juba, wife of Mike Juba. 

Juce 
Nicholas Juce and his wife Margaret immigrated 

to Canada in May 1899. His children were Annie, 17 
years old, who was married to Mike Melnyk before 
coming to Canada, Nettie, 14, Joseph, 8, and Tekla, 
6. They came from Western Ukraine, the village of 
Ilowchij and the district of Trembowley. 

Nicholas Juce homesteaded in Ruthenia district 
about 14 miles north west of Rossburn. He took up 
land that was covered with bush, of which he had 
none in the old country. Of the pioneers, he was the 
first to have a team of horses, which were quite 
remarkable in speed and stamina. 

Annie (Handzya) and Mike Melnyk settled 5 
miles north east of Angusville where they raised a 
family of 13 daughters and sons. Nettie married An
ton Magnowski and they settled about 13 miles south 
of Angusville, where they also raised a family of 13 
daughters and sons. Tekla married Fred Grevensky 
and later they settled on the farm her father Nicholas 
had as homestead. 

Joseph Juce settled 5 Y2 miles north east of An
gusville and, in 1911, he married Annie Mush
umanski, who had come to Canada the year before. 
They raised a family of six children: Victoria, 
Bertha, Mary, Mike, Adam, and Nellie. Joseph and 
Annie retired to Angusville in 1946. 

Nykola and Anna Kachan 
Nykola Kachan was born in the village of 

Pobereze, and district of Stanislawiw in Western 
Ukraine, December 1881. He was the second young
est in the family of six, two girls and four boys. 
Orphaned at a very young age, life was less than 
pleasant. At the age of 21, he was drafted into Austro
Hungarian Army. After serving four years, he re
turned home and married (in the same year) Anna 
Wintoniak from a neighboring village of Dowhe in 
the district of Townacz. 

In the early 1900's, Dad immigrated to Canada, 
leaving behind his wife, Anna, and infant son, 
Micheal, to follow him later. Nykola worked hard 
and long hours, first for the railway and then at 
various other jobs for a couple of years. 

He returned to his native village and in the spring 
of 1912, with Mother and Micheal, now 4 years old 
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Nykola and Anna Kachan. 

returned to Canada. Also accompanying them was 
Mother's sister, Mary Komhyr, whose husband 
Micheal had already been in Canada for several 
years. 

The first couple of years were very lonely, so the 
two sisters were very close and dear to one another. 
Living only a quarter of a mile apart, they visited 
frequently and were a great help to one another. 

Dad and Mother worked hard to make ends meet 
as they were blessed with seven more children; 
Stella, Bill, Alice, Matt, Anne, John and Stan. Like 
all other pioneers, no one had much machinery or 
anything else including money, so they worked to
gether and helped one another. 

There were both good times and hard times, as in 
everyone's case, during those early years. Tragedy 
struck the Kachan home when John, only 16 years 
old, died following an emergency operation after 
John's hand was caught in a sawmill. Mother took his 
death so hard, she never really got over it. A few 
months later, she suffered a stroke which left her 
partly paralyzed, after which the second daughter, 
Alice, quit her job and came home to help Mother 
and keep house for Dad and youngest brother Stan, 
who was 13 years old. Alice nursed Mother for four 
years until her death in 1947, at the age of 55 years. I 
still visualize Mother as a cheerful, kind, uncom
plaining person - really an example of courage. 
Mother was buried beside her beloved son, John, in 
what is now called Rossburn Farms Cemetery. 



Dad farmed with Stan until 1935. They then left 
the home, which held so many memories, to reside in 
Winnipeg. 

Left to Right: Mike, Cassie, Anne, John, Matt, Stan Kachan. 
(1940) 

Michael, the oldest son, married Cassie Gu
mieny and now lives in Brandon, Man. They have a 
family of two. Eileen, now Mrs. Lloyd Morrison, 
lives in Brandon. They have three children; Donna, 
Melvin, and Sandra. John married Ellen Ackroyed 
and lives in Calgary, Alberta. John is in real estate. 
They have one daughter, Nancy. 

Stella married Walter Glowa and they live in 
Winnipeg. They have three children. John, the 
oldest, died accidentally at the age of 24 years. 
Shirley married Don Ainsworth, a chartered accoun
tant, and lives in Calgary, Alberta. They have four 
children; Don, Cory, Kim, and Chris. David is pres
ently employed at the Health Sciences Centre in 
Winnipeg. 

Bill married Carol Kostecki in 1943, the same 
year he was drafted into the Army. But not passing 
his medical, he continued with his business in 
Rossburn - a general repair shop, blacksmithing, 
welding, watch-making. He also built coffins, main
ly for children at that time. In 1944, he took over 
Cockshutt Implement dealership from Joe 
Blaskewicz, which he operated for 25 years. In 1969, 
his brothers-in-law Morley and Micheal Kostecki 
joined him and formed a company, Kachan
Kostecki. They are still in business at this time. Bill is 
now enjoying his semi-retirement. They have one 
son William Marshall who is a Civil Technologist 
and is presently employed with the Government of 
Alberta, Department of Transportation. Marshall 
married Darlene Kokorudz, a dietician. They have 
one daughter, Melissa. 
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Left to Right: William and Matt Kachan. (1926) 

Alice married John Miskiw. They live in Win
nipeg and have no children. 

Matt served in the army for five years. Coming 
home, he married Jean Goshulak and settled in Win
nipeg. Matt gained experience in painting and deco
rating and has been in business for more than 25 
years. He still owns the family farm in Rossburn. 
They have no children. 

Ann enlisted in the army and served five years. 
There she met and married William House. He was 
with the R.C.A.F. After the war, they made their 
home in the U.S.A. They have three children; John, 
Willie, and Bess. John and Cindy have three daugh
ters. Willie and Sandy have three sons. Bess married 
Paul Downey. They have five children. All live in 
Buchanan, Michigan, U.S.A. Bill died in 1957. Ann 
died in 1963. 

John, as mentioned earlier, passed away in 1942 
at 16 years of age. 

Stanley, the baby of the family married Victoria 
Slonowski. They have two children, Lorraine, now 
Mrs. Dana Groff, and a son Larry at home. They live 
in Winnipeg. Stan, being talented and creative, 



worked as a painter and decorator with his brother, 
Matt for 25 years until his death. He died in Decem
ber 1978 at the age of 49 years. Dad lived, enjoying 
good health to the time of his death, in 1973, at the 
age of 92 years. 

I, Carol Kostecki Kachan, daughter-in-law, 
gratefully express my appreciation in having the op
portunity to compile the events of our parents' pi
oneering days. 

Kalyn 
Mike Kalyn immigrated to Canada from the vil

lage of Poveresa, Powit Stanislova. He married 
Maryia Puiyda in the Ukraine. Before they arrived in 
Canada Mike and Maryia farmed on the rich farm
land of the Ukraine in the summertime. They grew 
crops of rye, oats, millet and konopli. They also had 
a vegetable garden and grew apples, pears, plums 
and cherries in their orchard. 

In the wintertime Mike and his wife made cloth 
from the konopli plant. This plant had such a tough 
fibre that it had to be soaked in water to soften the 
threads. The threads were spun and woven into cloth 
on a loom and made into family clothing. Konopli is 
a plant that grows quite tall and has pods which 
mature into seeds as big as beans. Does anyone in 
Canada grow this plant and does it have another 
name? 

Millet was grown in Canada and was used for 
cabbage rolls, puddings and as a cereal. Mr. Kalyn 
made a stoopa to separate the husks from the seed. 
The stoopa was a hollowed out log with a pounder 
that beat the seed till the husks came off. This millet 
was used as feed for little chickens as the seeds were 
small. Also barley was dampened, then dried, put in 
the stoopa and the seeds without husks were used for 
barley soup .. One curious boy stuck his head into this 
stoopa and had quite a time pulling it out. Does 
anyone in the Rossburn area have a machine like 
this? 

The Kalyns came to Russell by train on May 10, 
1905. Fred Opatsky came to meet them with wagon 
and oxen. It was very cold that day and snow lay on 
the ground in places. The family stayed with the 
Opatskys, (Mrs. Opatsky was Mike's sister) for a 
year. They built a house on Hudson Bay Co. land and 
lived there for two years. In 1907 they got the home
stead of the N.E. 31-20-25. To get this homestead 
Mike and two other men walked to Dauphin to obtain 
his title. Mike was so tired after the journey it took 
three days and three nights before you could wake 
him up. They lived on this farm till Mike was 70 years 
old, when they retired to live in Angusville. 

Mike Kalyn was a violinist and played for cere
monial weddings. Accompanying him were Votko 
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Keller on the drum and Banada Bilyk on the clarinet. 
Mike could glue any fiddle together if it should fall 
apart. These gentlemen walked up to 15 miles to play. 
Later Sam Shindak sang and played the bass fiddle 
with them. Maryia Kalyn often accompanied them in 
a beautiful soprano voice. 

A wedding lasted three days. Maryia hauled 
straw and did the chores while Mike was away. Mike 
felt sorry for his wife. He got so disgusted one day 
that he broke this treasured fiddle that he brought 
from the old country because people wouldn't leave 
him alone. However, John Shindak and Dominco 
Kozakowski brought him another fiddle so he had to 
keep on playing. 

Marie and Mike Kalyn. 

Mike was also a good carpenter. He built all his 
own farm buildings and helped his neighbors, too. 

Maryia did cutwork embroidery on collars for 
dresses. She did much dressmaking for people as she 
was one of the lucky pioneers who owned a sewing 
machine. She made shirts for her children and even 
sewed for her neighbours with out receiving any pay. 
Material in those days was 15¢ to 20¢ per yard. 

Maryia raised up to 300 chickens. She also raised 
turkeys, ducks and geese. She sold eggs for 18¢ a 
dozen and paid for her sewing machine and a harness 
for a team of horses. One day they were hauling eggs 
for sale to town with a horse and buggy. Charlie 
Staples came along showing off one of the first cars 
in the district. This car scared the horse, upset the 
buggy and broke the eggs. Fortunately the pas
sengers in the buggy weren't hurt too much. 



Mike Kalyn, John Kowalchuk and Nicolas Barn
etsky owned a threshing machine. It had no blower 
and three men had to pitch the straw away by hand. 
Horses pulled it from one neighbor to the next one. 
The steam engine that ran it burned straw and wood. 
Later they bought a newer model, with a blower. 

The Kalyn's were blessed with nine children, 
Katrina, Doris, Olga, Dmytro, William, Myron, 
Steve, Peter and Stanley. 

Katrina, the oldest was two years old when she 
came to Canada. When she was eleven years old she 
went to work for farmers until she was sixteen. The 
first year she worked for $10 a month and later for $15 
and $25. Today people earn more than that per day. 
Katrina thought $25 per month was very good pay at 
that time. She met her husband Michael Juba at 
Easter time where they had gatherings called "hail
ka." The cantor conducted the services. His name 
was Urko Hyra. He took the priests' place if he was 
unable to attend. The older folk brought lunch, 
talked and visited. This service lasted for three days. 

Younger folks played games, sang songs and got 
to meet each other. Mike thought Katrina was a very 
lively, ambitious and pretty girl. This courtship last
ed for about eight months. They were married on 
February 18, 1918. They lived on 40 acres of culti
vated land in a shanty. Katrina plastered this home, 
banked it with clay plaster and whitewashed it. They 
farmed and had a family of eleven children. Two died 
in infancy. The nine living children were Alex, Joe, 
Olga, Ella, Matt, Peter, Bill, Marion and Leona. 

Dymetro the oldest son married Daisy Iwanchuk. 
They had a family of two girls and two boys. 
Dymetro was a fiddler like his dad. He worked for the 
Chrysler Co. in Windsor. 

William or Bill as he was usually called married 
Bertha Juce. They had two children, Eugene and 
Beverly. Bill worked for the Chrysler Co. in Wind
sor, and is now retired and lives in Angusville. Bill 
played clarinet in an orchestra around Angusville in 
the 1940's. He is a very good cook and housekeeper. 
Bill still makes good wine, borsch, noodles and pies. 

Doris married Alex Matskiw. They farmed and 
raised a family of six children: Harry, Mike, Bill, 
Nettie, Julia and Eleanor. Doris is a good seamstress 
and gardener. She is very friendly and good with her 
neighbours. You are always welcome at her home. 

Myron, who was always jolly and full of fun was 
a very good musician. He played the clarinet, drum 
and cymbala or dolcimers in orchestras at Angusville 
and Windsor. He married Anne Zabloski and they 
had three children Verna, Wilfred and Howard. My
ron farmed but now is workng for the Chrysler Co. 
and lives in Windsor. 

Olga married Peter Kosic and had one daughter 
Becky. She was widowed and then married Mr. Pal-
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fie. Olga worked in a factory and hospital and is now 
retired and also lives in Windsor. 

Peter was a fireman by trade. He and his wife 
Bonnie and daughter Joanie live in LaSalle, Ontario. 
Peter played the banjo, and guitar and loved to sing 
cowboy songs. 

Steve farmed with his father. He died suddenly at 
a very early age. 

Stanley, the youngest son farms the homestead 
farm of his father. He married Pauline Kawka and 
they have two sons, James and Dennis. Like all his 
other brothers he too played a guitar in an Angusville 
band. His wife Pauline works at the Russell Hospital. 

In conclusion we can see that this was a very 
talented musical family. The Rossburn community is 
proud to be part of the history of many more families 
like the Kalyn's. The integrity, wisdom and talent of 
this pioneer family is one that will be remembered for 
many years. 

Kalyniuk 

Narrated by daughter Katerina Juba 
written by Nydia Kostuik 

Olexia and Elena Bayurak (Bajurak) arrived in 
Canada in 1899 from Celo Luku, Povit Zastovna, 
province Bukovina, Western Ukraine. With them 
arrived their three children, Wasylina married to Ivan 
Kalyniuk, Marie nine years old, and Elash was only 
two years old. Olexia settled in Rossburn and farmed 
S.W. 34-20-24. Elash died in 1919 from the flu and 
Marie disappeared while working in the Hamiota 
district. Olexia died in 1932, predeceased by his wife 
a number of years. 

Wasylina and Ivan Kalyniuk farmed S.W. 
34-20-24 and lived there until 1933, at which time he 
moved to Vista and died in 1935. He is buried in 
Parish cemetery near Pete's Lake United Church 
Cemetery. Wasy lina died in 1943 and is also buried in 
the same cemetery with husband Ivan, brother Elash, 
mother and dad, Elena and Olexia Bayurak. Elena 
and Olexia had three children, ten grandchildren, 25 
great grand children, and approximately fifty great, 
great grandchildren. Ivan and Wasylina had ten chil
dren. 

Wasyl (Bill) born in Bukovina, Western Ukraine, 
married Katyryna Zarharko in Canada. They farmed 
north east of Rossburn until retirement in 1966. 
Wasyl passed away in the spring of 1969. They have a 
family of eight children; Daniel, Annette, Elsie, 
Anne, Alexander, Eddie, Evangeline and Adell. 

Stefan (Steve) was born in Canada, he moved 
west as a boy for employment and he made his home 
there. 

Marie married Theodore Bobaluk in 1919. They 
had four children; Alex, Alice, Stella and Annette. 



Anne married Stephen Odayski in New York, but 
later resided in Detroit. They had three children. 
Lydia and Steffie residing in the States, Theodore, 
only son, is living in the Virgin Islands. He changed 
his name to O'Day. After Stephen's death Anne mar
ried Mike Kruk. 

Stephania (Stella) married Joseph Koholuk, a 
pioneer family of Vita, Manitoba. Their children are, 
Wanda, residing in Australia, Daniel lost during a 
flying accident. Joe and Stella reside in Vancouver, 
B.C. 

Dmytro (Matt) married Jessie Danyleyko in 
Rossburn. They now reside in Winnipeg. They have 
one daughter who also resides in Winnipeg with her 
husband and family. 

Paraska (Pearl) married Frank Morton. Their 
children are; Jack, Eddie, Bob and Joan. Pearl lives 
in Winnipeg. Her son Jack lives in Victoria, B.C. 
Eddie lives in Chicago, Ill. U.S.A. Bob resides in 
Warren, Manitoba, and Joan lives in Chicago, Ill. 
U.S.A. 

Petro (Peter) married Mary Danyleyko in 
Rossburn. They later moved to Port Colbourne, On
tario. They have two sons Eddie and John. 

Micheal married Nora, they had one son The
odore (Mickey) they both reside in Vancouver B.C. 
with the family. 

Theodore married Doris, they live in Toronto. 
They had no children. 

Wasyl and Katyryna Kalyniuk had eight chil
dren: 

Daniel married Stella Kozun. They reside in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. They had four sons. Larry died 
at the age of six. Wayne married Venia Liehe, and 
live in Edmonton, Alberta with their daughter Jamie. 
Richard married Cindy Brykaluik, he farms in the 
valley north of Rossburn, they had two children, 
Jason and Melanie. Gerald resides in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. 

Annette married George Yarknecki resides in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. They had two daughters. Tia 
married Roman Mazur. They live in Winnipeg, Man
itoba, with their son Barrett. Gina resides in Win
nipeg, Manitoba. 

Elsie married Matt McKietiuk, they live in 
Rossburn, Manitoba, they have no children. 

Anne married John Hlagy. They farmed in the 
Glen Elmo district and in 1967 they moved to Saska
toon, Saskatchewan. They have five children. Elaine 
married to Edward Skrypnyk. They reside in Win
nipeg, Manitoba, with their two children Crystal and 
Nathan. 

Darcy married Marlene Mollier. They live in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, with their two children 
Tammy and Jennifer. 

209 

Judy resides in Calgary. Kenny (Ken) married 
Cheryl Thompson and they live in Saskatoon, Sas
katchewan. Randy lives in Saskatoon, Saskatche
wan. 

Alexander (Alex) married Mildred Baydock. 
They live in Winnipeg, Manitoba. They have one 
son, Ernie, married Debbie Carlson. They also re
side in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Eddie married Shirley Wannamaker. They reside 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba, with their two boys Dale and 
Darren. 

Evangeline married Lawrence Kuzenko. They 
farm in the Glen Elmo district north of Rossburn. 

Adell married Joerg Herrmann. They live in 
Rossburn where Joerg has a plumbing business. 
They have one daughter, Tricia, attending school, at 
the Rossburn Elementary School. 

Adell Herrmann. 

Iwan Karmazenuk 
The Karmazenuk family was one among many of 

their country men who came from Western Ukraine, 
during the late 1800's. They came to Canada search
ing for better opportunities and freedom for them
selves and their children. 

Iwan (John) Karmazenuk was born in 1861, in the 
village of Kadobestia, county of Katzam, province of 
Bukovina, West Ukraine. Iwan was left an orphan at 
an early age and so had no opportunity for an educa
tion. Work was his lot. When he became of age, he 
was drafted to serve in the Austrian army. When his 
required term was up, he returned to his village. 
Shortly after he married Anastasia Hluskiewski, 
born in the same village in 1864. Before they left for 
Canada, they had five children; Wasyl born in 1884, 
Paul in 1887, George in 1889, Maria born in 1893, 
and Stefan in 1896. 

Then came the plans to immigrate to Canada. In 
1899, leaving behind relatives and friends, they and a 
few others commenced their journey. They travelled 
across Europe by train, by ship to Halifax, by train to 
Shoal Lake and horse-drawn wagons the rest of the 
way. Finally they reached their homestead, N. W. Y4 
Section 2, Township 21, Range 25. Their Post Office 
first was Ranchvale and then Glen Elmo. 

There they were, Iwan and Anastasia and their 
five children. For a roof over their heads they had the 
blue sky in the day time and the stars at night. All 
they had was fifty cents and a few personal belong
ings they had brought in trunks. They were facing 
great difficulties. The greatest of these was not know
ing the language. But they had the will and courage 
to carryon. 

The first task was to build a shelter. Iwan got work 
as a farm labourer with William Young. Some of the 



older boys also went out to work as farm helpers. The 
rest stayed at home and helped dig up some land for a 
garden. By winter time, they had earned enough to 
buy a cow and a few other necessities to see them 
through till spring. Within a few years, with every
one co-operating, the family started farming on its 
own. They bought horses, cattle, poultry and farm 
machinery. As time went on, their farm operation 
grew and all was going quite well. Their family 
increased by four. Anna born in 1900, Mathew in 
1902, Michael in 1905 and Nicholas born in 1908. 

In 1918 they moved to a farm purchased from 
Harry Sleigh. That same year they had the misfor
tune of losing three sons within two weeks in the flu 
epidemic. 

Iwan and Anastasia were founding members of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Assumption 
of St. Mary. They donated the land on their home
stead to build the Church and the cemetery. They 
were faithful servants of the Church. Iwan was an 
elder from the time the Church was built until his 
death in 1924. Anastasia was a member of the Sister
hood until her death in 1935. Both were laid to rest in 
peace in the Church cemetery located on their home
stead. 

Son Wasyl married Mary Kitlar. They had eight 
children. Two sons died in infancy and three daugh
ters at an early age. Surviving children are Edward 
and family, Yukon; Alex and family, Coquitlam, 
B.C.; John and family, London, Ontario. Wasyl and 
Mary are now both deceased. 

i 

Mrs. Anastasia Karmazenuk, in the 1920's wearing traditional 
Ukrainian apparel. 

Son Paul married Daisy Ternovetsky. They had 
three children. Darcy and family, Winnipeg; Nellie 
married Peter Kuzenko, Rossburn; One child died in 
infancy. Paul died in 1918 in the flu epidemic. His 
widow, Daisy Hlagy now lives in Rossburn. 
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Son George died in 1918 in the flu epidemic. 
Daughter Maria married Marshall Blaskiewicz. 

They had four children. Rudolph and family, Chi
cago, Illinois; Stanley and family, Chicago, Illinois; 
Edward and family, Las Vegas, Nev.; Vera and fam
ily, Kalamazoo, Mich. Marshall is now deceased. 
Maria is in a Care home in Kalamazoo. 

Son Stephen married Stella Kowalchuk. They 
had five children. Daniel died in a hunting accident. 
Levina and family, Vancouver, B. c.; Christina and 
family in Ontario; Manuel and family, Quebec; Eu
gene and family, St. Boniface. Stephen and Stella 
now reside in Victoria, B. C. 

Daughter Anna married Harry Semochka. Both 
now deceased. 

Son Mathew died in 1918 in the flu epidemic. 
Son Michael married Helen Yeretz. Their only 

son, Robert and family lives in Hanover Park, Ill. 
Michael and Helen are now both deceased. 

Son Nicholas married Anne Hasiuk. They have 
three children: Manly and family, Carman, Man.; 
Raymond and family, Lions Bay, B.C.; Evangeline 
and family, North Vancouver, B. C. Nicholas was 
Councillor for the R.M. of Rossburn from 1939 to 
1942. In 1943 he was appointed Secretary-Treasurer 
of the R.M. of Rossburn. This position he held for 
thirty years. He was also Secretary-Treasurer for the 
Village of Rossburn for several years. Nicholas re
tired from both positions on June 29,1973. Nicholas 
and Anne now reside in Brandon. 

Kaskiew 
Anna and Anton Kaskiew immigrated to Canada 

in the year 1901. Travelling with them were Fred and 
Ustina Polowy, parents of Anna Kaskiew. They all 
came from the village of Borshiew, Austria. 

They travelled by ship to Halifax where they 
boarded a train to Winnipeg and then to Shoal Lake. 

Anna and Anton Kaskiew. 



Here they were met by Alex Slon with a wagon and a 
team of oxen. Alex took them to his homestead 
where they stayed for a couple of years while await
ing for their prospective land to be surveyed. The 
land in question was bordering the Riding Mountain 
National Park and was one of the last homesteads to 
be settled in the Marco area. 

They cut logs on the spot and built a one room log 
house with a thatched roof. A second house was built 
during the time of the sawmill operations. The stur
dy, Austrian style house still stands in good con
dition on the original property N.E. 36-20-23. 

Jenkins and English were the first sawmill opera
tors on the Kaskiew property around 1912. 

In 1925 a second sawmill was operated on this 
property by Mike and Paul Bewza. Anna boarded the 
men for awhile until they hired a cook. Anton do
nated 4000 ft. of lumber to help build St. John's 
Roman Catholic Church at Oakburn Farms. 

Fred Polowy passed away at the age of 97 years. 
Ustina at 65 years. Both are at rest at St. Michael's 
Parish Cemetery at Olha. 

Anton Kaskiew passed away at the age of 84 
years. Anna at 90 years of age. They rest at Oakburn 
Parish Cemetery. 

They were good farmers who prided themselves 
on raising fine cattle and planted gardens so bountiful 
that they shared with the neighbours. 

They were blessed with a family of eight children 
- Jessie, Mary, Lena, Rose, Teenie, Elma, Mike 
and Alice. 

Jessie married Peter Loda. They lived at Thunder 
Bay, Ont. They had two daughters, Ann and Stella. 
Peter has passed away. 

Mary married Paul Bewza. They had a family of 
four children , Mike, Jean, Frank and Helen. Paul and 
Frank passed away. They lived at Vista. 

Lena married Nick Mychasiw. They lived at 
Thunder Bay, Ont. They had a family of three, 
Frank, Elsie and Edward. Lena and Frankie are both 
deceased. 

Rose married Mike Twerdochlib. They had three 
daughters, Ann, Eugenie and Mary. 

Teenie married Tony Genovy. They lived at Ver
non, B.C. They had four children - Joan, Ber
nadette, Pauline and Joseph. Tony passed away. 

Elma married Roland Derewainchuk. They live 
at Neepawa, Manitoba. They had one daughter, An
gelene. 

Mike remained a bachelor. He lives at Oakburn, 
Manitoba. 

Alice married Nick Hykawy. They lived at St. 
Catherines, Ontario. They had three children -
Gloria, Clarence and Johnny. Nick passed away. 

submitted by Ann Twerdochlib 

211 

Tymko Kiez 
Tomma and Anastazia Kiez (nee Makodanska) 

decided in 1899 to immigrate to Canada. They left 
their beloved village of Postoliwka, in Husiatyn dis
trict of the province of Halychyna, Western Ukraine, 
with their children: Maryna (married to Danylo 
Chwaluik), Anna, Anton, Sophia, Kateryna, John, 
and infant Pawlo. (The latter died at Hamburg.) This 
was April 11, 1899. 

Six other families also left Postoliwka. A total of 
fifty people travelled by horse-drawn wagons to Ter
nopil, then by train to Hamburg, Germany. After 
thirteen days at sea, and one terrifying storm, they 
landed at Halifax. They proceeded on to Selkirk, 
then Shoal Lake, and finally Rossbum area to what 
later became Maxim Yaskiw's farm. 

About thirty other families emigrating from 
Ukraine had also stopped here. They lived together 
peacefully in tents, spoke the Ukrainian language 
and helped one another in many ways. 

While the surveyors prepared the land for settle
ment, the pioneers made birch handles for their tools 
which they had brought from their native land: axes, 
spades, hoes, rakes, scythes and sickles. 

The English and Scottish, who had come as im
migrants seventeen years earlier, helped the new
comers by bringing them supplies. Potatoes, a very 
important commodity, were peeled thickly, and the 
peelings were then planted for a new crop. Molton, a 
nearby dairy farmer, sold them milk cheaply: five 
cents a quart! 

The pioneers had brought with them various 
seeds for their gardens in the new land, and thanks to 
plentiful rains, mushrooms and berries grew abun
dantly. 

Anastazia Kiez. (1926) 



My grandmother, Anastazia, got a few people 
together, and under her instructions, had an outdoor 
clay oven built. Now they could bake their own bread 
and cook many foods. What a treat after weeks of 
cold bologna and bread! 

One by one the pioneers took up homesteads 
nearby, building homes often as humble as a hole in 
the side of a hill, covered with a roof of rushes. They 
started clearing the land of trees to plant gardens and 
grain, and started building roads. 

Grandfather Tomma (by now called Tymko) 
bought, four cows: three for himself and one for his 
married daughter Maryna. Now they ate better, and 
shared what they had with the neighbours. He then 
bought two horses which were very useful in hauling 
logs for homes and for travelling to the store for 
supplies. 

My people decided to leave Rossburn area be
cause their farm had not been very productive. They 
took land fourteen miles north of Strathclair in the 
area known as Dolyny. 

On the Thursday before Easter 1901, my grand
parents, their children and several other families left 
Rossburn and moved to their new farms where the 
trees grew thick and stout, and the land was black, 
flat, and free from stone. Here they had to start again 
to build homes, clay ovens, to clear the land of trees 
and to build barns and roads, suffering the back
breaking toil, tears and hardships of pioneering a new 
land. 

Anastazia had a particularly hard life. Her father 
died from beatings by the local gentry: she served for 
ten years caring for the children in the home of the 
village priest who did not even teach her how to read! 
Her first husband died leaving her with their two 
small sons. Of her ten children, four died while very 
young. 

As a pioneer in Canada she helped clear the land 
and helped do all other work necessary on a pioneer 
farm. Her son Anton taught her to read when she was 
fifty-eight years old, so that she could enjoy for 
herself the Ukrainian newspapers to which they sub
scribed. She lived to the age of seventy-eight. Her 
legs were paralyzed in her last seven years. 

Anastazia and Tymko were two of the first 
organizers and builders of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church at Dolyny in 1903. Tymko was also instru
mental in obtaining the icon of the patron saint of the 
church. He wrote to Mr. Barylski, an artist and 
neighbour still living in the village of Postoliwka, 
Ukraine, asking him to paint a picture of St. John the 
Baptist. This he did. The picture duly arrived in 
Canada and remains in Dolyny church till this day. 

Then in 1924 a church committee was formed, 
(with Tomma Kiez as president) for the building of an 
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Tymko Kiez. (1926) 

Orthodox Church. The new Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church at Menzie was blessed in 1925. 

Tymko, literate from his young years in Ukraine, 
was greatly concerned about the lack of literacy 
among his neighbours. He was the first subscriber in 
his area to the Ukrainian newspaper, "The Canadian 
Farmer", and later, "The Ukrainian Voice". He 
spent much of his time walking among his neigh
bours, reading to them, talking, and encouraging 
them to read for themselves. But his advice was not 
often heeded. He became unpopular, was criticized 
and was called radical and Doukhobor. Nevertheless, 
several of his views have since proved correct. 

The children of Tymko and Anastazia Kiez even
tually settled in their own homes. Maryna and her 
husband, Danylo, stayed in Rossburn. They had five 
children. After she was widowed, she married 
Nykola Baubie. They had four children. Anna Kiez 
married George Cherkas. They lived in Elphinstone 
on a farm and had seven children. Anton Kiez mar
ried Anna Zurbyk. They lived a few miles from 
Anton's parents, on section 33 NW, T18, R22, and 
raised nine children. Sophia married Sam Chopp. 
They lived in Menzie for many years and had eleven 



children. John married Emily Skavinski. They 
farmed near his folks. Their children numbered 
seven. 

Tomma died at the age of eighty-two. 
In all, the descendants of Tomma and Anastazia 

now number approximately three hundred and fifty. 
Many more details and anecdotes of these early 

years can be gleaned from the book: 
The Spirit Lives On: The Memoirs of Anton 

Kiez, Pioneer 
edited by Margaret Juce 

Anton Kiez. (1926) 

Richard King 
Sarah Hamilton came to Rossbum District from 

Ontario. She and her brother walked from Brandon 
ahead of an ox cart. 

Sarah married a Preston. They had two sons, 
Howard and Russell. While the boys were small, 
Sarah ran Queen's Hotel in Rossbum. It was situated 
in the south part of town on the east side of the road. It 
stood between a livery bam to the south and Bill 
Young's house to the north. 

Russell was killed in World War I. Mr. Preston 
died in an accident. 

Sarah then married Richard King. Mr. King was a 
carpenter. Also he had a skating rink and a store. He 
sold flour and feed as well as implements. 

Sarah and Richard had one son, Delmar. 
Delmar was very talented. He did woodwork and 

was very interested in cars and airplanes. He inven
ted the electric house numbers. He and John Halliday 
built the first snow plane for commercial use. It had 
three skiis, a car engine and was driven by a pro
peller. 
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Nykola KUlaI' 
Nykola Kitlar was born in 1858, the village of 

Skola, in the district of Borshchiv, in the Ukraine. 
His wife, Maria (Kaluska), was born in 1860, in the 
village of Skola. They immigrated to Canada with 
their family, which consisted of Dmytro, Alex, 
Nellie, Mary, Annie, Mabel, and Wasyl. They sailed 
on the steamship SS Brazilla and landed in Halifax 
on May 25, 1899. 

They arrived at Shoal Lake, by train, and were 
driven by a team of horses and a wagon to Rossbum. 
In a short while, they obtained their homestead in a 
heavily wooded area, which was their preference, as 
they came from an area with very few trees. 

They brought with themselves, from their native 
country, things such as seeds, potato eyes, clothing, 
hand woven goods, and of course some money. 

Nykola and Maria Kitlar. 

Nykola was a man of small stature, but his wife, 
Maria, was a strong, heavy set woman. Being as hard 
working as she was, she was a great help to Nykola. 

They built a log cabin which had a door, and a 
small window with only one pane of glass. The walls 
were plastered with clay. For provisions, Maria had 
to walk to Dauphin to bring back salt, sugar, tea and 
flour. 



Later on, a new house was built of logs, with a 
roof of split shingles. It had windows and a wooden 
floor. The outside walls were plastered with a mix
ture of clay and straw. When the walls dried, they 
were white-washed with lime. 

The first year, they cleared some land for a 
garden. They bought a cow, which supplied them 
milk, cream, cheese, and butter. In the summer they 
picked wild cherries and mushrooms, which they 
dried and used in the winter. Rabbits, prairie chick
ens, and partridges were plentiful and supplied them 
with meat, and feathers for pillows. 

They cleared more land and were able to plant a 
little wheat and rye. At first this was harvested by 
hand with a sickle. It was bound into sheaves and 
stooked to dry. It was then threshed by hand - by 
beating it with a flail. The wheat was ground into 
flour with a grindstone. In later years, they took their 
wheat to the Rossburn Flour Mill, which was then 
newly built. 

Nykola Kitlar died in 1926, at the age of sixty
eight, at his farm home. Maria died in 1937. Of their 
family, Annie (Bobiak) of Brandon, is the only sur
vivor, at the age of eighty-two. She is living at pres
ent, with her daughter, Savella Warner, in Toronto. 

Dmytro KUlaI' 
Dmytro Kitlar, son of Nykola and Maria Kitlar, 

was born in 1884 in the Village of Skala, district 
Borshchiv, Ukraine. He came to Canada in 1899 with 
his parents on the steamship, SS Brazilla, and landed 
in Halifax, on May 25, 1899. From there on by train 
to Shoal Lake. Then they all were driven by wagons 
and team of horses to Rossburn, where his parents 
settled on a homestead. 

Dmytro, being the eldest son of the family, 
helped his parents to get settled. During summer 
months, he helped in clearing land and worked on the 
field which was already cleared by hand. During 
winter months, he went to work as a hired hand 
around Neepawa and Shoal Lake districts, scrubbing 
bushes to get some money for necessities of life. 

When Dmytro was 22 years old, he married Vic
toria Cycyj, age 20, on February 4, 1906 at Rossburn 
(Clergy who officiated was 1. DanyIchuk). Victoria 
was the eldest daughter of Macko and Anna (Kosar) 
Cycyj. Her parents immigrated to Canada on May 4, 
1899 from Village Hlybuchok, Ukraine, landing at 
Halifax, then by train to Shoal Lake, where they were 
all taken by teams of wagon to Rossburn. 

At that time, there was no train service to 
Rossburn. Shortly after, her parents obtained a 
homestead. 

Dmytro and Victoria lived with the Kitlar family 
for a period of time, then later, Dmytro got a home-

214 

stead, NE Y4 Sec. 10-21-24 in the Mohyla district, 
Rossburn. With strong determination, they both set 
out to win a better living and more freedom from 
their virgin land. 

They built a two room log cabin with small win
dows and one door, walls were plastered with clay. 

The next important job was to clear a plot of land 
by hand for a garden to grow vegetables which would 
sustain them through the winter months. For other 
provisions, they had to go to Shoal Lake by oxen 
which would take them a week or more. Many times, 
they went by foot to Rossburn to bring small amounts 
of sugar, salt, tea, and flour. Little by little, they 
acquired chickens, geese, ducks, and a cow which 
supplied them with milk, cream, cheese and butter. 
There wasn't much meat eaten then except when they 
could snare a rabbit, partridge or prairie chicken. 

Dmytro's family was growing fast. They had 17 
children altogether. Some died in infancy due to 
pneumonia, etc. 

Left to Right: Nellie, Dmytro (son of Nykola and Maria Kitlar) 
with Teenie, Michael, Mary, Mabel, Victoria with Henry Kitiar. 

In 1920, there were eleven children living, 5 boys 
and 6 girls. Michael, Mary, Nellie, Mychajlena 
(Mabel), Teenie (Thelma), Stella, Henry, Bob 
(Robert), Melvin, Lloyd, Alexandra (Lassie), and 
Lottie. Lottie passed away in 1927. Mary (Mrs. Luy 
Maydanuik) passed away on February 28,1933, Rus
sell Hospital. Henry Kitlar (son) served overseas in 
the Second World War in the Navy. 

There was no school in that district until Mohyla 
School #1495 was built. By that time, many children 
were pretty well grown up without any schooling. In 
1909, Dmytro built a modern home out of lumber and 
shortly after purchased Y4 Section SW 14-21-24. 
They retired from farming when Henry returned 
home from overseas and purchased the land from 
them. 



Dmytro Kitlar and Victoria retired and lived in 
Grandview, Manitoba. Dmytro Kitlar died July 8, 
1950 in Grandview at the age of 67. He was survived 
by his wife Victoria, five sons and five daughters and 
six grandchildren. Victoria Kitlar (Cycyj) died 
March 10, 1973 in Toronto at the age of 87. She is 
survived by five sons and five daughters, 29 grand
children, and 14 great-grandchildren. 

Contributed by: 
Mychajlena (Kitlar) Yanicki 

Mychajlena KUlaI' 
Mychajlena (Mabel) was the daughter of Dmytro 

and Victoria Kitlar. She was born on June 30, 19l3, 
on the N.E. Y4 of section 10-21-24, of the Rossburn 
Municipality. Mabel married Stefan Yanicki, who 
came to Canada on July 14, 1926 by C.P.R. Steam
ship #038/-1l445/K, landing in Quebec with $10.00 
in cash. 

His naturalization papers were granted on August 
4, 1933, #107815, Series A. 

In 1935, he purchased a blacksmith and machine 
shop in Grandview, Manitoba, which he operated 
until 1953. Upon his retirement, he moved to Toron
to, where he resided until his death, in March of 
1980, at the age of seventy-eight. He was survived by 
his wife, Mabel, two sons, Steven and Robert, along 
with three grandchildren, Stephen, Gregory, and 
Jennifer. 

As I look back on bygone days and realize what 
we owe our parents and all other pioneer families, my 
heart aches to think how they suffered while building 
their homes - developing this new country - the 
loneliness and hardships they endured. I can't help 
but admire their fortitude. They didn't have con
veniences to help with the work. When they took a 
quarter section, with nothing but heavy bush, they 
had to clear it by themselves. All they had to help 
them was a team of horses, or oxen, a grub hoe and a 
strong back. 

I remember well the flu and diptheria epidemic of 
1918. Most of our family, including Mother, were laid 
up with the flu and only my Father and I were able to 
be up. I kept the fire going, prepared the food and 
supplied water to quench their thirst, which was 
caused by the high fever. 

Dad was out during the days and most of the 
nights doing the neighbor's chores, who were also 
laid up with the epidemic. There were many deaths in 
the neighborhood, but we were fortunate enough in 
that we all pulled through. 

My heart goes out to all pioneer families. May we 
never forget them and never fail to appreciate the true 
hospitality of the early pioneer homes. They had 
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many ups and downs in their journey through life. It 
took courage to make our country what it is today. 

Harry Klym 
Harry Klym was born in Kudrynci, Borshchiw, 

Western Ukraine in the late 1800's. At the age of 
nine, he came to Canada with his parents, Antonio 
and Fedora Klym. Harry was one of a family of 
thirteen. His father and one brother died in the flu 
epidemic of 1918. The rest of his brothers and sisters 
died in infancy, except one brother who lived until 
1969 and one sister Lena Watson who now lives in 
Maple Ridge, B.C. 

The Klym homestead was the quarter section 
where the Ukrainian Catholic Church at Horod now 
stands. The Klyms donated this comer for the con
struction of the church. 

In February, 1917, Harry married Mary 
Ewachewski, - daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Ewachewski. 

In the early 1920's, Mr. and Mrs. Klym moved to 
Elphinstone where he operated a store (later de
stroyed by fire). Harry was a carpenter and built 
many buildings. He also operated a general delivery 
service, drove a school van when Elphinstone con
solidated and was an agent for Guinn Bros. Memori
als, Neepawa. He installed many monuments in the 
cemeteries in the area. Later Harry and a partner 
~perated a blacksmith shop. 

In 1930, Harry decided to try farming. He rented 
a quarter section south of Elphinstone. Four years 
later, he bought his own farm north of Vista. For a 
number of years, he lived in Winnipeg where he 
worked as a carpenter. 

But due to ill health, Harry came back to the 
farm. He died in 1960. Mrs. Klym lived at the farm 
with her son, Jack, until her death in 1975. Mr. and 
Mrs. Klym are buried in Shoal Lake cemetery. 

Mr. and Mrs. Klym had one daughter, Anne, and 
four sons, John Antonio (Jack), Harry (Henry Jr.), 
Adam Mathew and Stephen Michael (Mike). 

Anne was born in 1920. She attended Elphinstone 
and Islay Schools. In 1938, she married Mike 
Koscielny. They farmed in the Rossburn district from 
1942 to 1953. Then they moved to Cardale where 
they farmed until they retired in 1973. They moved to 
Neepawa. Mike died in 1977. Anne is now married to 
Henry Kuyp Sr. and they still reside in Neepawa. 

Jack was born in Elphinstone. He lived for a few 
years in Winnipeg with his father and attended school 
in the city. It was a three mile walk to Vista for the 
Klym children. This way Jack's father made it easier 
for Jack. Jack still farms the home place. 

The second son, Harry, married Annie Hrynkiw 



of Vista. They have four children and live in Win
mpeg. 

Adam was born in 1940. He is an electrician. He 
also served two terms as city councillor. He married 
Marcella Boudin and they are living in Winnipeg. 

The youngest son, Mike, is a mechanic and oper
ates a garage in Angusville. He married Stella 
Kowalchuk of Inglis. They have two children. 

Semko Klym 
In April, 1899, Semko Klym, in his 30th year, 

with wife Anasthasia, age 24, and her brother, Fred 
Antoniw and family, decided to leave their beloved 
homeland in Western Ukraine, the Village ofZelena, 
Povit - Skalat, and sail to the land of freedom, 
Canada. 

In their country, they were very oppressed, where 
they just had small pieces of land consisting of a few 
acres, on which they planted their vegetable garden 
and a little grain. From sunrise to sunset, they 
worked for the rich people called "Pany" or wealthy 
Jews, for very little pay. The Canadian Government 
had been offering free land for some time. The agents 
from Europe went to look over the prairies and came 
back and told the Ukrainian people of the rich fertile 
land in Canada, which encouraged many people to 
leave their country and come to Canada. In order to 
get full ownership of the land called "Homesteads" , 
they were required to pay $10.00 for registration, 
clear the land and build their houses. They could 
have freedom of speech and religion. They saw this 
as a great opportunity to improve their own lives and 
better the future of their children, in this new land 
called "Canada." 

They sold their land and all their belongings, to 
pay for their railroad and steamship tickets, hope
fully, they would have a little left after their trip. 

So the day came, they packed their trunks with 
their clothes, bedding, qishes, axes, scythes, sickle, 
pyrynas (feather comforters), pillows, woven linen 
runners called "rushnyky", religious pictures, and 
sheepskin embroiden~~d coats, and other things they 
would find useful in 'the new country. 

A special Church service conducted by the Priest 
was held to bless them on their new venture, and bid 
all the relatives and friends a fond farewell, whom 
they would probably never see again. 

They travelled by train to Hamburg, Germany, 
which seemed like an endless trip, but it was just the 
beginning of a very long voyage. After the Austrian 
Guards examined their papers and passports, they 
were allowed to board the steamship S.S. Phoencia, 
to Canada. They experienced many hardships on 
their trip. Many people suffered from seasickness 
and died. The storms were rough and terrifying. 
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They had to receive meal tickets and bring their food 
on trays from the kitchen. It took them over a month 
to reach Halifax. They landed in Halifax on May 
21st, 1899. What a relief and joy it was to be on dry 
land again! 

After landing in Halifax, all the passengers were 
guided to the immigration hall. Each family was 
assigned a separate small room and a common kitch
en and bathroom. A Government store supplied all 
their essentials, and groceries were bought cheaply. 
Their only means of communication was through an 
interpreter. 

In a short time, they boarded the train to Win
nipeg. At night the benches were converted to sleep
ing beds and comforters were used to sleep on. As 
they approached the forested and rocky land of 
Northern Ontario, they thought they were misled. 
The land appeared futile and unable to be farmed. 
After they crossed the Ontario border and neared 
Winnipeg, they saw the tall poplar forests, rich black 
soil and little streams, and their hope and dreams 
were renewed. 

In Winnipeg, they were once again confronted by 
Immigration Officers and their passports were in
spected. After one day's stay in Winnipeg, they con
tinued their journey to Shoal Lake by train. The 
Immigration Officials supplied them with big tents, 
flour, sugar and many more essentials. The wagons 
were loaded with these supplies, and they travelled to 
what is now known as the Rossburn district, section 
14-20-24, just southwest of Rossman Lake. Here it 
was only bush and trails and they were told that this 
was their new settlement. 

Fred Antoniw and his family settled on the north
west Y4 of 14-20-24. Stephan Panas settled on the 
northeast Y4 of 14-20-24. Several years later, John 
Hrankowski (after whom Hranko School was 
named) settled on the southeast Y4 of 14-20-24, now 
the whole section was occupied. 

Preparations had to be made before the garden 
was planted. They had to clear the bush dig it up and 
remove stones. Wild strawberries, raspberries and 
vegetables were picked and sold to farmers south of 
the prairies and in town, and from these sales, they in 
turn, bought their groceries. 

Here on this quarter section of land, they built 
their first small house, which was located in the 
centre of the north side of the quarter. Neighbours 
worked together to cut big trees, dress the logs for 
uniform size with dowel edges to hold them firmly, 
leaving spaces between them to fill with plaster made 
of clay, old hay, and water. This plaster was then 
mixed with bare feet in a small dugout in the ground, 
then all the spaces were plastered inside. The outside 
walls were plastered to a smooth finish, as well as the 



inside. Openings were left for windows and doors. 
The doors were made, but the windows had to be 
bought. The roof was thatched with hay, (cut by a 
scythe and tied in small bundles). They were then 
placed on the roof, overlapping each row like shin
gles, and held down by sticks, tied two together and 
thrown over the top of the roof. 

Later on they picked another site for their farm 
yard, in the centre of the east line fence. Here they 
built a house with wooden shingles. In this house 
they raised their family of five children, sons: John 
and Nick, daughters: Mary, Annie and Jessie. They 
also built a stable, which in the Spring of 1918 burnt 
down, due to a grass fire, and they built a larger barn 
with a hayloft and shingled roof. A chicken house 
and a granary was also built. 

With son John's help, who was a hard worker 
helping in every way he could, every summer he and 
his father cleared more bush and broke the land for 
growing grain and eventually, made the farm prosper. 
The girls also helped a lot by picking berries, work
ing in the garden and milking cows. They also went 
out (as hired help) to try and earn some money. 

In 1902, with the assistance of the other settlers, a 
Church and a hall were built on Panas's farm. Some 
time later, the church was torn down and a new one 
was constructed on the southeast quarter of 12-20-24, 
which is still standing to this day. 

The settlers decided they needed a school so their 
children would get an education. The school was 
erected on the southwest quarter of 23-20-24 and it 
opened in 1907 and all their children attended class
es. In 1937, a new school was built on the northwest 

Nick Klym. 
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quarter of 11-20-24. Semko Klym bought the old 
school and tore it down. 

In 1943, with their youngest son, Nick, they 
rented the land % of a mile south of Rossburn (the 
McIntosh farm). Within three years, they were 
owners of the land and buildings. They lived there 
until 1950. 

After Nick married, Semko and Anasthasia 
moved to Rossburn to live in a new home which had 
been built for them by their sons, John and Nick. 
Here, in Rossburn they both enjoyed town life for 
five years, but on January 14th, 1955 Semko passed 
away. Anasthasia continued to live in this house until 
she passed away on May 25th, 1964. At the present 
time, Mary Klym (wife of John, deceased) resides in 
this home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Semko Klym. 

Semko and Anasthasia gave life to ten children, 
sadly their first born died while they still lived in 
Zelena. Four of their other children died as infants in 
Canada, from pneumonia and other sicknesses which 
at that time took the lives of many babies. Semko and 
Anasthasia proudly raised to adulthood five children: 
John, Mary, Annie, Jessie and Nick. 

John, who was born on July 22nd, 1900, married 
Mary Marynuik in 1926, and raised a family of four 
girls. Elsie, married Don Kimpinski and they have 
three sons: Gary, Blaine and Robbie. Anne, married 
Mike Oneschuk and they have a family ofthree: Gail, 
Greg and Kelly. Nettie, married Pete Skolney and 
have two daughters: Janet and Carole. Elaine married 
Brian Brusegard and they have three children: Grant, 
Cheryl and Leanne. John passed away on May 6th, 
1977. 

Mary, who was born in 1905, married Nick Holo
vonja of Geraldton, Ontario in 1943. They raised a 
family of two, Joyce, who resides in Toronto, and 
Nick Jr. Nick and his wife Carol have one son. Mary 
passed away on May 5th, 1968. 



Annie was born on October 17th, 1909. She mar
ried Fred Prodan on July 14th, 1934, and they raised a 
family of three children. Elsie, married Peter Briggs 
and have a family of two, Shelly and Craig. Freddie 
married Lorna Tyefifher and have a son, Mark. Don
nie, married Betty Elam and have a family of two, 
Joey and Danny. 

Jessie, who was born on June 16th, 1914 married 
Cecil Wall in 1930. They raised a family of three. 
Leonard, who joined the Royal Canadian Air Force, 
married Ardythe Chamberlin of Comox, B.C., and 
was killed accidentally by a runaway car the morning 
after his wedding. Johnnie, married Hazel Gill, and 
they have a family of three: Kimberly, Kelvin and 
Kristopher. Louise, married Don Sherwin and they 
have a family of two boys: Korey and Gregory. Cecil 
passed away January 28th, 1960. 

Nick, who was born on October 28th, 1918, mar
ried Ina Klym of Sandy Lake in June 1949. They have 
a family of three. Evangeline, married Walter 
Sokolan, and they have a family of two: Shauna and 
Ashley. Linda, married Edward Hnatiuk, and they 
have a family of two: Sherry and Sheila. Jasen, who 
is eight years old, is attending Rossburn Elementary 
School. 

Klym Family. Back Row, Left to Right: John, Nick Antoniw 
(Nephew to Anastasia). Middle Row: Semko with Jessie, 
Mary. Seated: Annie, Anastasia with Katherine. 
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John Klym 
John Klym was born in July, 1900 of a pioneer 

family, Sam and Anastasia Klym. John attended the 
old Hranko School where he completed Grade 6. 
Due to family responsibilities, he was unable to 
complete his formal education. 

John was an ardent music lover as this could 
easily be seen in the expert way he played the violin 
and dolcimer. He played in a group at numerous 
weddings and other community functions. 

On February 16, 1926, John married Mary Mar
ynuik, daughter of Mike and Theresa Marynuik. 
Mary also came from a pioneer family and was not 
able to complete her education as she was required to 
work as a domestic. 

Soon after their marriage, John and Mary moved 
in with John's family for a few years until they were 
able to build a home of their own on the same home
stead. Four daughters were born to them in that 
home. 

Later they purchased the Hrankowski farm where 
a larger home of clay and logs was constructed 
through community efforts. The Klym's were begin
ning to prosper as John was one of the first farmers to 
purchase a model A in which he transported many of 
his friends and relatives to various functions and 
medical appointments. He also purchased a thresh
ing machine which served the surrounding com
munity. 

Daughters Elsie and Anne attended the old 
Hranko School until a new school was built where 
their sisters Nettie and Elaine attended. As an added 
income, the livingroom was converted to a comfort
able bedroom which the teachers used while they 
taught at Hranko School. 

Mary and John furthered their previously inter
rupted education by attending night classes. John was 
an active trustee on the local School Board and also 
served as a secretary for the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church. They were a religious family. The church 
was quite a distance away but they attended services 
regularly. 

As the daughters were growing up, John and 
Mary decided to move to Rossburn in order for the 
girls to be able to attend high school. 

A novelty store was purchased from Charlie Bell 
in 1947. The store was operated by Mary while John 
still farmed for a few years. 

Upon retirement from his farm John took up work 
as a carpenter with Harry Komhyr. Mary became 
active in the small community of Rossburn by curl
ing, being active in the Ukrainian Women's League 
and participating in the Ukrainian Catholic Choir. 

In 1959, John built a cabin and snack bar at Fish 
Lake which was later renamed Rossman Lake. They 



operated it for seven and a half years where upon it 
was sold. John was also responsible for the clearing 
of the site which later was developed into the Ross
man Lake Golf Course. 

John's interests in outdoor life inspired him to 
build a cabin on their property known as N.E. Sec
tion 13. He especially enjoyed the cabin as trapping 
became a leisurely hobby. Many enjoyable summers 
have been spent at the lake by the daughters and their 
families. 

In their late teens Elsie, Anne and Nettie moved 
to St. Catharines, Ontario to seek employment. Elsie 
married Dan Kimpinski and three sons were born to 
them. Gary, Blaine and Robert. Anne married Mike 
Oneschuk and they have two daughters Gail and 
Kelly and one son Greg. Gail is the first Doctor in the 
family and is specializing in anesthesiology. Nettie 
married Peter Skolney and they have two daughters, 
Janet and Carole. Elaine married Brian Brusegard 
and they reside in Winnipeg. They have two daugh
ters, - Cheryl and Leanne and one son, Grant. They 
also have one granddaughter, Magen, daughter of 
Gary and Sharon Kimpinski. 

John was taken from us suddenly on May 6, 
1977. 

Alex Kohuch 
Alex Kohuch was born on March 20, 1889 in a 

small village of Stanislav, Western Ukraine. He had 
three brothers and three sisters. 

Alex came to Canada in March 1911 with Peter 
Sawchuk and a lot of others. He left his family 
behind. They came to the Silewich residence who 
had arrived earlier. They had to clear land with pick 
and axe and use oxen pulling a one furrow plough. 

Alex also worked on the railroad as well as for 
farmers. Mr. Trebble at Solsgirth was one of them. 
Saving as much as he could, in 1912 he was able to 
bring his youngest sister Mary to Canada. She mar
ried Bill Derlago. 

In 1913 Alex was able to bring his Mother to 
Canada. His first home was a log cabin with a sod 
roof, on company land as we called it, (Sec. 31, Rge. 
21, Twsp. 24). They had a small garden, a few chick
ens and a cow. His neighbors were Hnat Piasta, 
Agnes and Bill Derlago. They were happy because 
they were free and what they had was their own. No 
one worked on Sundays. On January 26, 1916 Alex 
married Nastunia Sawerchuk. Their first son, Fred, 
was born in 1917. In 1918 Alex bought one half of 
S. W. quarter Sec. 32, Rge. 21, Twsp. 24 from Anton 
Pawluk for $600.00. He mortgaged everything he 
owned. Both Alex and Nastunia worked hard to clear 
the land. Alex's mother lived with them. Every two 
years there was a new baby in the family. Alex never 
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went trapping or hunting. The only trapping he did 
was if a house rat got into the house. He'd stay up all 
night trying to catch it. 

There were no doctors or hospitals nearby as is 
the case today. Alex's and Nastunia's home had only 
two rooms with a bit of an upstairs. There weren't 
any indoor bathrooms those days therefore a visit to 
the bathroom in 30° below zero had to be very brief. 

In approximately 1925 there were about 48 peo
ple living on Sec. 32, Rge. 21, Twsp. 24. These were 
some of the families: B. Derlagos, S. Pawluks, 1. 
Berezas, N. Deydeys, M. Deydeys, M. Tachinski 
and Alex Kohuch family. 

These are the names of the immediate neighbors 
at Mears of the Kohuch family: S. Halipchuk; M. 
Belbas; N. Parypa; Kawka; Hasiuk; Hrycuik; May
danuik; Kalachin; Sawchuk; Saley; Oryniak; Der
lago; Kozun; Semenuik; Barnetsky; Spilchuk; 
Butler; Hiscock; Dychakowski; Malaniuk; Kachan; 
Tachinski; Mr. Protasawich (Joe and Peter). 

Alex's mother (Baba) Kohuch as she was better 
known to a lot of people, was the midwife in the 
Mears, Glen Elmo district and even as far as 
Ruthenia. She had many children, she loved dearly, 
that she helped bring into this world, and would 
always take note of everyone. We had some happy 
days with Baba. She had a bad struggle with the flu 
after the 1st World War. Many lost their lives. Baba 
Kohuch passed away on July 7th, 1931, and is buried 
in the Mohyla Cemetery. She was sadly missed as her 
services to homes that were having newborn babies 
was no longer available. Her daughter, Mrs. Bill 
Derlago, inherited some of her mother's experiences, 
and was called on in time of need. 

Then came the Dirty 30s and at times it felt as 
though everyone could give up in despair. The little 
crop we had, Alex flailed out on the ice in winter. We 
drank a lot of homemade rye coffee these years, and 
cooked a lot of homemade porridge of cracked 
wheat. 

Alex spent many winters cutting wood and haul
ing by team of horses to Rossburn, a distance of 15 
miles. A cord sold for $2.50. Today a cord of birch 
wood is about $125.00. However, he was able to buy 
a few necessary articles, such as flour, $2.25, Coal 
Oi125¢ a gal, Soap 5¢ a giant size bar. Chilled to the 
bone he walked most of the way home to keep warm. 
Farm produce sold for low prices. 

The boys' shirts, girls' dresses, sheets, and pillow 
cases were made by hand, and dyed to make them 
look nicer. I can remember when there wasn't a 
penny in the house for a 1¢ stamp. But we were 
happy. Our meals were never very elaborate, mostly 
pyrohy, borscht, dried peas, and beans, a couple 
barrels of sauerkraut, a cellar full of potatoes, home 



made cottage cheese and butter. An odd hog was 
butchered for meat, as well as chickens, and prairie 
chickens. We looked forward to Christmas more than 
anything. At Christmas there was always special 
food. There was never a Santa Claus, no gifts, but the 
treat of nuts and candy meant more than any gift. A 
romp and a sleep in the nice fresh hay that was 
brought into the house on Christmas Eve and put 
under the table was called (Gee-duch). This was a 
symbol of Jesus being born in the Manger in Beth
lehem, so many years ago. To hear the carollers was 
something no one wanted to miss. The strongest 
drink we had while celebrating Christmas or New 
Year's was prune juice. 

It was in 1930 that we started going to Glen Elmo 
school, two and one-half miles away and it seemed 
endless, especially in winter, after being used to just 
walking a half mile to Chmelnycki school. First 
teacher at Glen Elmo was Miss Shumanski. Our 
lunches were several slices of bread wrapped in 
brown paper. Winter of 1936 was a cold winter. If the 
roads were snowed in, father would come with us and 
break trail. Very seldom we had a ride. Owning only 
one team of horses, these were taken care of for trips 
to town. 

Another custom that stands out in my mind very 
vividly is how a bride and her bridesmaid would go 
from house to house to invite everyone to her wed
ding. If someone drove them around, I can still hear 
the bells that were a must on the harness on such an 
occasion. 

The weddings were held in both the bride's and 
the groom's home. Cold, rain or shine, the walls 
would ring with merriment, till daybreak, and sev
eral days after. As times got better, weddings got 
altered, customs changed, receptions were held in 
halls and as many as two hundred guests would be 
invited. 

Alex was a devoted father. He could not read or 
write. Nastunia had a bit of education. But there was 
discipline and we were taught our Ten Command
ments and had to obey them. There was never a gun 
or liquor in the house as long as I can remember. Alex 
enjoyed listening to anyone who would read to him. 
When the first radios came into being we loved to go 
over to our neighbours, the Pawluks, just to hear it. 
Alex always stressed education and made sure all the 
family got it. 

Alex was always willing to help in the time of 
need. He attended Mohyla Church regularly and 
always made sure his family went too. He was called 
upon many times to homes of his friends and neigh
bours if there was a death in a family. 

National Ukrainian Home at Mears was built in 
1933. Alex was caretaker and president for a few 
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years. Both Alex and Nastunia made lifetime friends 
with Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Storozuk. Mr. Storozuk was 
one of the best teachers Chmelnycki school ever had. 
Wbile Alex was president he spent many hours 
seeing that Mrs. Storozuk had all the material she 
needed while she was painting the stage scene for the 
Mears National Home. 

After the National Ukrainian Home got 
organized, young people's group were formed. Mr. 
Storozuk with the help of Mrs. Storozuk led the 
young people with many of their songs. Mr. Storozuk 
played the violin and the choir was one of the best for 
miles around. Ukrainian dances were also taught. 
Plays were put on and acted out by the young people. 
Mr. and Mrs. Storozuk's young people travelled to 
other communities to perform their plays. 

Dances were held regularly to raise money to 
support the Home. 

I recall many good times at the home and I'm sure 
a lot of others do, too. 

By now some of the older members of our famil y 
were through their grade 8 and since there was no 
money to continue at Rossburn, they had to go out 
and work. Fred was the first to go. He walked all the 
way to Isabella with Alex Pawluk and Tony Derlago. 
He got a job at Isabella, Manitoba for $15.00 a 
month. 

Then the Second World War broke out and some 
of the boys enlisted. Prices got better. Alex was able 
to payoff his mortgage. I'm sure that was the hap
piest day in their life. Still there weren't too many 
luxuries. Some of the older ones away from home 
had married and this made it a little easier. 

In June 1947 Alex and the boys decided to build a 
new house. That was the year of the flood, when it 
rained days on end, and to dig the cellar was almost 
impossible. Nickola Yanick was hired as main car
penter. It was a four room log house with siding and a 
good upstairs. Everyone hated to see the old house 
torn down, as there were a lot of memories inside its 
walls. They moved into the new house in September 
1947. 

Fred took over the little store at Mears which was 
formerly Alex Sawchuk's in 1947 and operated it 
until 1951. Fred bought his first truck (International) 
in 1950, and the trips into town were made a little 
quicker. The roads were being built up and all the 
beauty that there was to be enjoyed must have been in 
the Mears district; rivers, streams and hills, es
pecially on a lovely moonlit night. The moon reflect
ing on the lake, and a loon calling to his mate is 
something none of the Kohuch family will ever for
get. 

Just as things were beginning to look brighter, life 
a little bit easier, Alex took ill in February and passed 



away in the Rossburn Hospital on March 7, 1951. He 
is buried in the Mohyla Cemetery. 

After father passed away, Peter was mostly in 
charge of the property, with help of other members of 
the family. They got the hydro in 1952. That was a 
real lUxury (no lamps to clean and fill). He also got 
the telephone in, so they were able to be in touch with 
their family and neighbours in a matter of minutes. 
Prior to this the closest phone was at Albert Hiscock's 
place. They were real good neighbours. Albert 
would deliver a telephone message on horseback rain 
or shine. In winter Bessie or Agnes would snowshoe, 
not just to the Kohuch family, but whoever the mes
sage was for. Bessie was a very close, dear friend of 
the Kohuch family. The kindly deeds the Hiscock 
family did will never be forgotten by the Mears 
people. 

Fred started to work for Dominion Bridge in 
1953, bought a house on 441 Maryland St. Win
nipeg, Manitoba, in August 1957. Peter and Mother 
sold out. The neighbours held a farewell for Mother 
on August 18th, 1957 and they moved to Winnipeg 
after forty years on the same farms. It wasn't easy to 
leave. Although the younger children were still going 
to school, she was able to take it easier as there were 
more conveniences, running water was one of them. 
On the farm snow was melted in winter for water for 
years. 

Fred supported them all, a good deal after they 
moved to Winnipeg. Charlie Pawluk rented the half 
quarter from Nastunia. In 1965 Don Kohuch and 
family lived in the house. Don bought the land for 
taxes, Charlie Pawluk still rents it now in 1980. 

Most of the family are on their own and Mother 
turned eighty years of age in April 1980. She and 
Peter still live at 441 Maryland St., Winnipeg, Man
itoba. Alex and Nastunia had thirteen children, eight 
sons and five daughters. 

Fred was born February 21st, 1917. He attended 
Chmelnycki and Glen Elmo Schools and worked out 
till the second World War broke out. He enlisted, 
trained at Fort Osborne, Winnipeg; Barriefield, 
Ont., and Petawawa, didn't get overseas to see ac
tion, but did his duty to help all he could in Canada. 
After his discharge, he ran a little store at Mears, 
Manitoba, then bought a house in Winnipeg. He 
married Miss Nellie Matzyk from Wroxton, Sask., 
on October 12, 1963. He worked for Dominion 
Bridge for twenty-three years and now works as 
security guard at Red River College in Winnipeg. 
They have no family. 

Dora was born September 7, 1918. She attended 
Chmelnycki and Glen Elmo schools finishing grade 
eight. Dora worked for $5.00 a month in Rossburn. 
She also worked at Solsgirth. On October 26, 1938 
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Dora married Stanley Maydaniuk. They still farm at 
Mears. They have three children and seven grand
children. 

Taras was born March 31, 1944, and married 
Sheila Wurster. They have two boys: Taras Junior and 
Darren. They live in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Alice was born July 17, 1947. She married Ray
mond Lussier of Rossburn on May 17, 1969. They 
have three children: Mark, Bobby, Leanne. 

Janet was born October 15, 1948. She is an R.N. 
She married Barry Finlay, of Neepawa, Manitoba, 
April 12, 1975. They live in Winnipeg and have two 
boys: Nolan and Ryan. 

Anne, born July 18, 1920 attended Chmelnycki 
school and Glen Elmo School. My first teacher was 
Mr. Ivan Storozuk and even to date March 1980 I still 
correspond with him. He was a wonderful teacher, 
and a good neighbour. He maintained good disci
pline, that has never left a lot of his students to this 
day. In the late 1930s Mr. and Mrs. Storozuk came 
back to Chmelnycki school and we had some good 
times at the teacherage. Then the school was 2Y2 
miles east from where it was when he taught at 
Chmelnycki the first time. Mr. Tony Symbalist was 
teacher at Glen Elmo when I finished grade 8. I 
worked at Ruthenia, Solsgirth, and Lavinia, Man
itoba 1940-41, at a salary of $18.00 a month. On 
October 7, 1941 I married George Arris of Isabella, 
Man. We had five children: Jenny, Donnie, Edith, 
Hazel, Carrol. 

Alex, who was born March 8, 1922, obtained his 
schooling at Glen Elmo and Rossburn. He enlisted 
during the second World War in December 1942, at 
Fort Osborne Barracks, Winnipeg, Manitoba. He 
served in the United Kingdom for a period of time. 
From England he was sent as re-inforcement to the 
49th Royal Edmonton Regiment serving as an infan
try signaller. He saw service in Italy, France, 
Belgium, Holland, and Germany. Alex returned to 
Canada with the P.P.c.L.I. in September 1945 (Win
nipeg) where he was discharged. He returned to high 
school and university for the next six years. In Janu
ary 1947 he married Lennie Riew. Graduating with a 
B.S.C., Pharmacy in 1952, he joined the staff of 
D. V.A., Winnipeg as a Pharmacist. Lennie was 
killed in a car accident at Lytton, B.C. July 1956. On 
June 6, 1959 Alex married Miss Mary Parkiw of 
Winnipeg. In March 1963 Alex enrolled as Pharma
cist in Canadian Forces Medical Service, moved to 
Petawawa, has served with "DISTINCTION" at 
N.D.H.Q.C.F.B. Borden, C.F.B. Europe (Borden 
and Lake) and at C.F.B. Petawawa, Ontario. 

Alex has held the rank of Captain since 1975. 
Roy was born February 16, 1924. Roy attended 

Glen Elmo school, completing grade eight. He also 



worked out for farmers at Isabella and Solsgirth. He 
too enlisted, trained at Current River Barracks, Port 
Arthur, Ontario and Sydney, Nova Scotia. He did not 
see action overseas but helped all he could at home. 
After his discharge he worked at various jobs, Dew 
Line, railroads, etc. On November 18, 1958 he mar
ried Miss Olive Michalchuk of Angusville. Their 
only child was Michelle. 

Nick was born May 30, 1926. He obtained his 
elementary schooling at Glen Elmo, grade nine and 
ten at Rossburn. He took his grade eleven at Isabella 
while staying with his sister Anne and George Ariss. 
He enlisted during the Second World War. He started 
his training at Fort Garry, Manitoba then Shilo, Man
itoba and at Victoria, B.C. After his discharge from 
the Army he went back to school. He completed his 
University and taught school at various places -
(Garland, Minitonas). While at Garland he met and 
married Miss Mary Wasyluik on May 24,1951. They 
moved to Keewatin, Ontario, then to Winnipeg 
where Nick was a supervisor for a number of years. 
They have five children: Lorraine, Garry, Randy, 
Andrea, Darcia and one grandchild, Larissa Alex
andra, born August 29, 1980, daughter of Lorraine 
and K. McPhail. 

Mary, born May 30, 1928 also took her schooling 
at Glen Elmo. She was lucky enough not to go out 
working. She had always done a lot of work for 
herself and her family. Mary married Frank May
daniuk on July 28, 1945. They still farm on Frank's 
father's farm. They have three children: Theresa, 
Evangaline, and Edward and two grandchildren. 

Peter, born June 26, 1930 took his schooling at 
Glen Elmo. He mostly stayed around home, and 
helped with threshing at harvest time. After dad 
passed away Peter was in charge of the property, 
where he worked real hard to help mother out with 
the youngest members of the family. In 1957 Peter 
and mother sold out and moved to Winnipeg. Peter 
has been working with C.N. at Symington Yards for 
over twenty years. 

Don, born January 10, 1933 obtained his educa
tion at Glen Elmo. He also took one year of high 
school at Isabella, Manitoba 1950-51, and boarded 
with his sister Anne and family. Trapping was good, 
so George Ariss and Don did well. After working 
out, Don decided to settle down. He married Miss 
Irene Streleski on June 7, 1957. Then he moved to 
Winnipeg and was employed delivering milk. In 
1965 he decided to farm again, bought M. Kozun's 
farm, and lived in the house at home. This gave the 
family a chance to visit the farm again and reminisce 
about the good old days and the good times we used 
to have. On November 3,1965 he sold out and moved 
to Calgary. They have three daughters: Teresa, Kelly, 
Deanna. 
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Stella, born June 18, 1935 obtained her education 
at Glen Elmo, Chmelnycki and Rossburn schools. 
She took her Stenographer's course at Success Col
lege, Winnipeg and has been working for Cargill 
Grain Co. at the Richardson Building for a good 
number of years. She married Mike Andrusiuk July 
18th, 1959 of Sundown, Man. She has a son Leonard. 

Mary (Kohuch) Maydaniuk and Terry Kohuch as seen in the 
Alex Kohuch yard about 1944. 

Terry was born March 7,1938. Terry obtained his 
education at Chmelnycki School and Rossburn. His 
Accounting Course was obtained in Winnipeg. Jobs 
weren't easy to come by. On July 29, 1969 Terry 
married Miss Joanne Wasylyk from Birds Hill, Man
itoba. They moved to Dryden, Ontario where Terry 
has been employed with the Paper mill at Dryden and 
still resides there. They have two daughters: Karen 
and Colleen. 

Mildred was born July 28, 1940 obtained her 
schooling at Chmelnycki school, Rossburn and Win
nipeg. She also took a Stenographer's course at Suc
cess College. She worked at various places until she 
married Joseph Sakundiak of Yorkton, Sask. on July 
27, 1963. They lived in Winnipeg and Lanigan, 
Sask. 

Now they reside in Calgary, Alberta. They have 
four children, Laurie, Gail, Darren, Jeffrey. 

Walter, the youngest of the Kohuch family, born 
February 4, 1942, obtained his education at 
Chmelnycki, Rossburn and Winnipeg. In 1961 he 
joined the H.M.C.S. and went to Cornwallis, Nova 
Scotia. He also was stationed at Esquimalt, B.C. He 
took an accounting course; worked at various places. 
He married Miss Eleanor Skehar of Sheho, Sask., on 
June 3, 1967. At present he is doing custodian duties 
and is living in Winnipeg. They have three children: 
Dwain, Kevin, and Shelly. 

On August 4, 1973 the Kohuch family held a 
reunion at Crandall, Manitoba. It was a beautiful day, 
only five members were not able to attend. Sixty-two 
signed the guest book. Sunday, August 5th, a beauti-



Alex Kohuch family -1973. Left to Right: Fred, Dora, Anne, Alex, Roy, Nick, Mary, Peter, Don, Stella, Terry, Mildred, Walter, and 
Mrs. Nellie Kohuch (in front). 

ful day, as many of us as were able to go, packed up 
and went to Mears to the old home place for a wiener 
roast. With a lot of reminiscing and picture-taking, a 
very memorable event was concluded. 

by Annie Ariss 
Koloski 

In the year of 1912 Mike Koloski, the eldest son of 
Paul and Christyna, immigrated to Canada from the 
village of Yezupal, district ~:dnislowiw, of Western 
Ukraine. This is where tne family received their 
education before coming to Canada. 

Tragedy occurred and P'dul was killed by run
away horses, leaving Christyna with sons: Mike, Bill 
and John, also daughter Cassie. Mike decided to 
come to Canada where the future looked brighter. He 
worked wherever he could find employment, and 
saved up enough money that he could send for his 
brother Bill. In 1914 Bill arrived in Canada. A couple 
of years later their sister Cassie together with her 
future husband, Mike Boryskiewich, arrived in Can
ada. Together as a family they laboured to raise 
enough money to bring their mother and brother 
John. 

In the meantime Bill, the second eldest son, born 
in 1894 married Marie Bereza in 1916. He worked for 
Bill Burgess and farmed in the Birdtail district. Later 
on, Bill, together with Joe Huston, went custom 
threshing where Bill operated the steam engine. 

Bill also served on the school committee where 
he was a chairman and trustee for quite a number of 
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years. He was a member of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church. Bill retired in 1946 but continued to live on 
the farm until his passing in 1949. His wife Marie 
passed away in 1980. Their final resting place is at the 
Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery in Rossburn. 

Bill and Marie had a family of six children. The 
eldest son Steve married Mary Zibrowski in 1938 and 
is still farming east of Rossburn. They have three 
children: Patsy, Shirley and Michael. 

Ann, the eldest daughter, married Clifford 
Hamilton in 1944. They farmed at Birdtail and also 
ran the local store and Post Office. They have one 
son, Gordon. Clifford passed away in 1969. 

Charles, a twin to Vicki, married June Von 
Hagen in 1955. He farmed at Birdtail, and presently 
is working in Brandon. They have four children: 
Jackie, Shelly, Kathy and Bradley. 

Vicki married Jim Warner in 1949 and at present 
is working and living in Winnipeg. They have one 
daughter, Cindy. Jim passed away in 1970. 

Alice married Murray Hryciuk in 1961 and at 
present they are living in Rossburn. They have four 
daughters: Cheryl, Mariann, Betty and Patti. 

Louis, the youngest son, married Jean Mann in 
1964. At present he's living in Winnipeg and works 
for the City as a Health Inspector. They have two 
children: Jeffrey and Jodi. 

Mike, the eldest son of Paul and Christyna, born 
in 1892, married Maggie Magnowski in 1918. Mike 
farmed just north of Angusville, then operated a 



locker plant from 1945 to 1951, when he sold his 
business to the Melnyk Brothers. Mike retired but 
continued to live on the farm until he passed away in 
1955. Maggie Koloski at present is living in An
gusville and is in good health. They have five chil
dren. 

Ann, the eldest daughter, married John Walder 
and they are farming south of Angusville. They have 
four children: Bob, Ernie, Freddie and Doreen. 

Dan married Agnes Kalyniuk and is farming in 
the Angusville district. They have two sons: Tom and 
Bryan. James was deceased in 1974. 

Lillian married John Baliewicz and is residing in 
Winnipeg. They have two sons: Joe and Michael. 

Frank married Olga Mannow and is living in 
Niagara Falls. They have no family. 

Carol, the youngest daughter, is residing in Win
nipeg. 

Cassie and Mike Boryskiewich arrived in Canada 
in 1915. They are residing in Grandview. They also 
have three daughters: Stella, Lena and Mable. 

In 1930 Christyna and son John arrived in Cana
da. John developed pneumonia and died in 1935. 

In 1940 Christyna remarried to Beneda Bilyk. 
They lived on a farm north of Angusville. Christyna 
died in 1943, and Beneda who was quite a musician, 
and played the flute, died in 1963. Their final resting 
place is the Lakedale Catholic Cemetery. 

submitted by Alice Hryciuk 

John and Caroline Komaransky 
John Komaransky born in 1868 came to Canada 

from Western Ukraine in 1906 to Montreal. He 
worked there for 2 years on extra gangs. In 1908 he 
came to Shoal Lake and worked with C.N .R. or 
C.P.R. during the summer. In winter he boarded with 
his brother William in Marco on the farm NE 
14-20-23 who came to Canada in 1902 and was al
ready settled in Marco. 

The reason dad came to Canada was because 
there was a better opportunity to earn money and help 
his wife and children who were left behind with very 
little provisions. Caroline his wife, and three chil
dren came to Canada in early May 1910 arriving at 
Shoal Lake. Dan age 11, Janet age 9, and Teenie age 7 
immediately moved to Marco district to live with 
brother William Komaransky in a two room house 
which was already overcrowded with Wm., his wife 
and five children and a sixth child on the way. 

While mother and children were settled, dad went 
out working again. In 1910 there were no more home
steads available in Marco, district. 

During winter, dad prepared logs and built a 
house on NW 13-20-23 on Hudson Bay land. 
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In late February 1911, a son Mike was born 
adding to the already overcrowded house. 

In spring 1911, they moved to their own house and 
dad kept on working wherever work was available. 
They lived on Hudson Bay land for a couple of years. 

In June, 1912 a daughter Mary was born. Early 
1913, dad bought NY2 of NEY4 of 14-20-23 from his 
brother William and moved to their own farm that 
same summer. On September 3, the last son was born 
to that family (Harry). Three or four years later, a new 
home was built which still stands there. The land was 
poor, hilly, and stony. 

The eldest son Dan, seeing no prospects, left 
home in 1916 and settled in Thunder Bay. 

Sisters Janet and Teenie started working at a very 
young age. Janet, at 16, married Marion Shyminsky. 
Two years later, Teenie, at 16, married Peter Kuzyk. 

We attended Zaparoza school which was 3Y2 or 4 
miles away. Later Marconi school district was formed 
and a school built. Dad was the sec. -treas. of Mar
coni school for several years. Marconi school was 1 Y2 
miles from our place. 

John and Caroline Komaransky. (1934) 

While the younger children were growing Mom 
and Dad realized that there was very little chance for 
the 2 growing sons to succeed there, so when the 



homesteads opened south west of Grandview in 
1926, dad took a homestead SW 27-24-26. 

In 1925 dad bought the first team of horses. In 
June, brother Mike was 14 and quit school. A year 
later, sister Mary quit school and went out working 
for farmers in Hamiota. I quit school in 1928 and 
went out working pitching sheaves. 

Brother Mike, at age 18, purchased his own quar
ter of land. 

In March, 1930 we moved to the new homestead 
which is now called Petlura district and rented the 
farm in Marco to William Jumaga. Few years later, 
dad sold the farm to Joseph Derkach. 

Moving to the new homestead, we all had hopes 
that we were leaving hard times behind, but to our 
disappointment we headed into worse, since it was 
the beginning of the depression. But slowly we 
pulled through the hard times. 

Dad was sick most of the time and died June 23, 
1939 at the age of 71. He is buried in Petlura district. 
Sister Mary died October 18, 1939 at the age of 27. 
She is buried in Brandon. Mother died February 19, 
1966 at the age of 86. She is buried in Petlura district. 
Brother Mike died December 6, 1969 at the age of 58. 
He is buried in Petlura district. Brother Dan died July 
9, 1976 at the age of 76. He is buried in Thunder Bay. 
Sister Teenie (Mrs. Peter Kuzyk) died January 31, 
1976 at the age of 73. She is buried in the Petlura 
district. Sister Janet is now a widow and lives in 
Dauphin, Manitoba. I, Harry, the youngest in the 
family, married Jean Huta in 1943 and farm in Petlura 
district. We have three children. The eldest a daugh
ter Wilma is married to Bruce Beasley who is a travel 
agent and lives in Winnipeg. 

The second eldest, a son Lawrence is married, 
has two children and is the town administrator and 
lives in Provost, Alberta. 

The youngest daughter Marie Anne is presently 
taking 3rd year University in Winnipeg. 

In later years, I made several trips by bike to 
Marco to visit where I spent my childhood days. 

Later, when my children were growing up and 
took an interest, I made several more trips with them. 

I still have happy memories of Marco. 
The last trip I made back to Marco in 1979, 

touring around. I found Marconi school in shambles 
but Zaporoza school, where I first started, is still 
nicely preserved on its new site. 

Submitted by Harry Komaransky 

Komher 
Harry, the oldest of six children, was left father

less at an early age, in the village of Stryhanyce, 
Western Ukraine, under Austrian rule. He wanted 
desperately to immigrate to Canada. He watched his 
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Mother slave constantly from mom to night, in the 
rich land owners fields, then sit for hours under the 
feeble light of a crude oil lamp sewing endless chains 
of beautiful embroidery, to make a living for her 
family. Harry helped where he could, but it was 
futile; at eighteen, his ambition became an obses
SIon. 

Many of their friends and neighbours had immi
grated to Canada. In Canada, there was plenty of 
land, acres and acres of soil to till, money to be 
earned and sent to help them. 

Day by day and week by week pleading went on: 
- "I shall send the first money I make to you 
Mother, to buy back the land you sell to buy my ticket 
to get across the ocean to Canada. Then I will send 
money to get brother Nick into Canada also; together 
we'll make a fortune. " 

Harry landed in Halifax on a grey cold night with 
great snowbanks all around; he had left his homeland 
with green turf and orchards budding; here, it was the 
end of April and the dead of winter. 

Arriving in Winnipeg a week later, Harry was 
lucky enough to be met at the train station by some
one who needed strong and husky young immigrants 
to cut cordwood and at the same time, clear some 
land for the fields; this was in the vicinity of Cooks' 
Creek. 

His first work in Canada was an endless round of 
back-breaking toil from dawn till dusk; Harry 
wheeled the axe but oh, the meals were grand. This 
was but a stepping stone to a cherished dream of land, 
a farm of his own, long flowing furrows, sons to 
work with, a wife to love and dream with. 

Soon enough money was earned for the train fare 
to take him to Rossburn, among his own people. In 
1906, Harry arrived in Rossburn, his land of dreams; 
soon he was visiting with relatives, acquaintances 
and friends from the village Stryhanyce. 

He now obtained work at a farmer's near 
Rossburn. New things had to be learned; horses had 
to be fed, curried and hitched to a two furrow plow or 
a set of harrows, day after day. Now his feet were 
blistered and his eyes were sore from the dust and the 
glaring sun. 

One thing was different - Sundays were not a 
complete day of rest. Livestock still had to be fed, 
cows to be milked; the day though, was more lei
surely. Now 18 years old, Harry could help Anna, the 
young Ukrainian girl, from his village who also 
worked there. She had responsibilities beyond her 
years. Anna's smiles were very cheerful, never com
plaining; she always had a bright smile and a willing 
ear to listen to others problems, a wisdom (God
given) to bring sympathy and a blessing to others 
around her. 



That was Harry's first summer. Next year, the two 
were not together. In winter time, they met at dances 
or weddings. They were drawn to each other irresist
ibly, but both were burdened with obligations; Harry 
with fulfilling a promise to his family and Anna's 
help was badly needed by her immigrant family 
starting to farm for themselves. 

The year 1913 was ajoy to them. Harry and Anna 
Belbas were married in Souris, Manitoba; by that 
time, Harry was a railroader. He had sent money to 
the old country, the debt of the land was paid off. 
Nick, his brother, had been sent money for passage to 
Canada. The family beyond the waters was growing 
up. 

Dear friends and a few relatives made the wed
ding a happy occasion. They started married life with 
a few gifts and the well wishings of dear friends; a 
few dollars paid one month rent on a tiny cottage that 
was their home in Souris. 

Anna soon convinced Harry that to buy was bet
ter than to rent, but with what? Anna, as usual, had 
an answer; she had been helping a sick friend who 
paid her, now she had an offer of a job to help another 
friend who ran a hotel. 

In four years, Harry and Anna not only had their 
home paid for, but they owned a small herd of cattle 
and had a daughter named Sophy. 

Anna was happy and content but Harry had a 
dream to fulfill. He could not spend the rest of his life 
working for someone else. He must own land, soon 
there would be more children, sons perhaps; by the 
time they were grown up, he wanted to have a farm 
for each one. 

Nick bought their Souris home from them; Anna 
and their daughter travelled ahead while Harry 
brought their livestock and travelled by cattle train. 

Their first son, Alex, was born in a little house on 
company land that had been built for temporary 
shelter by a would-be farmer; it was left unoccupied 
after the family built a home on their own land. 

Harry worked on the railroad at the siding of 
Birdtail, Manitoba. It took a few years before they 
could accumulate enough money to build a small 
two-room house on the farm, located on the very 
edge of Riding Mountain Reserve (now a National 
Park). Another son, Charlie, was born 1919 and they 
moved to their own home that year. 

Because they had a small down payment and paid 
a very high interest rate, it took quite a few years 
before Harry could quit his railroad job and start 
farming in earnest. 

I well remember the day Dad hitched the team to 
a one furrow plow; Alex held onto the reins and Dad 
held the handles of the plow. They started breaking 
the soil for the fields. In 1924, another son Roy was 
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born. Dad's strength and ambition did not slacken; it 
was Mom's unfailing help and dedication that kept 
things going - how she coped with all the child
bearing and inconveniences is beyond my com
prehension. She looked after livestock and took food 
to Dad to Birdtail on Saturdays (a potful of holubchi, 
a roaster of pyrohy, a crock of cottage cheese and 
butter.) She milked the cows, churned the butter and 
did countless other things besides feeding the chil
dren. Washing clothes on a wash-board, she would 
sing and tell stories to a young girl who often stayed 
with us children, while Mother made her trip to 
Birdtail. 

A little girl was born next- (Olga) Ollie, a sister 
at last. She is now Mrs. Lionel Ewanyshyn and lives 
in Winnipeg close to where we live. She is as hard a 
worker as Mom was, only life is easier now. 

Another sister, Sonia, married Joe Borowski; 
they are now farming in Rossburn district. They are 
the ones that made life a little easier for Mom and 
Dad by being there (close by) while the rest of us 
scattered. 

(Andrew) Andy, born a couple of years later, lives 
in Winnipeg also, as does our oldest brother, Alex. 
Charlie lives in St. Catherines; and Roy, after the 
ravaging experiences of war with" Princess Patricia" 
(in Italy under General Rommel) couldn't stand the 
obligations of work on the old home place, which he 
had taken over with the help of the VL.A. He left the 
farm for sights unknown to the rest of us. So here was 
Dad in the town of Rossburn, all his sons had lives of 
their own, none of them were farming. 

We were blessed with two more sisters, Pearl 
(Nadia) is also here in Winnipeg, married to Helgi 
Erickson. Helen, the youngest, lives in Winnipeg 
(close to us). She is the one that never missed a 
chance or a holiday to spend with Mom and Dad, 
especially with Mom, after Dad died. 

Mother and Dad retired to a cottage close to town 
(Rossburn). There was enough land for a large 
garden and even a flock of chickens. 

Mother was always the thoughtful provider while 
Dad was the hard working dreamer. 

After the boys left the farm, he was bound and 
determined to go back and farm again. This indeed 
was a futile dream and only through Mother's deter
mination and wisdom was Dad convinced that his 
heart was not able to carryon where others left off. 

Dad passed away in 1961. Mother stayed on in 
their home until 1970, when her heart wasn't able to 
sustain the strong loving spirit, and the doctors said 
that she could no longer live alone. 

She spent the rest of her years here (in Winnipeg) 
with her children; circulating at first, helping each 
family with willing hands and a sympathetic heart. 



So determined was she not to be a burden to any 
of us that on her last day, she walked to her bed and 
laid herself down, closing her eyes, blessing all of us. 

We laid her down to rest, next to Dad, in a 
Cemetery south of Rossburn. Fifteen years earlier, 
Dad had been laid there, among a few others of his 
faith. The field was bleak and bare then. Now as if 
Mother's love enclosed him, the little cemetery is 
beautiful and mysterious, enclosed almost entirely in 
a grove of Evergreens. 

During the last dinner in Mother's honor, our eyes 
filled with tears, now and again, remembering many 
episodes of our past. Mother was always there shield
ing and protecting us; our hearts knew, that here in 
repose, lay a woman whose life had been fulfilled. 
She had raised nine children, seven of us were there 
- seven children, grandchildren also and some 
great-grandchildren. Sisters-in-law very dear to her; 
nephews and neighbours whom she loved and who 
loved her. 

She had taught us to live in peace and harmony 
with each other; to always have an extended hand to 
help one another. 

A few things recalled and talked about were how 
they built up their home from a two room shanty to a 
nice com"fortable cottage on the farm and how, in 
1939, I, Sophy the eldest, married Matthew Oryniak 
- my marriage being the prerequisite to other mar
riages of brothers and sisters from the same home. In 
1951, Dad retired, and Mom and Dad left for a home 
in Rossburn. 

True to Dad's words, there was enough land for 
all his sons to farm. If they chose another kind of life, 
that was their privilege. 

Now they are gone, the pioneers of yesterday. 
They made life possible for us and often one or 
another of us speaks with joy and gratefulness, of 
them and their endowment. 

Mike Komhyr 
Grandfather, Mike Komhyr, son of George and 

Tacia (Ptashyna) was born February 6, 1882, in the 
village of Stryhance, county Tlumach, Western 
Ukraine. In 1904 he married Mary Wintoniak who 
was born in 1887. 

Grandfather came to Canada in 1910. Two years 
later Grandmother came out and they settled on a 
farm in Marco District. They homesteaded there 
until they retired to Rossburn in 1950. 

The early years were very difficult for the 
Komhyr family. Grandfather worked for some of the 
better-established farmers. Then he started farming 
on his own. He was also a carpenter and helped many 
neighbours with their buildings. 

Grandfather was a devoted member of the Ukrai-
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nian Catholic Church. For many years he was an 
elder and caretaker of the St. Peter and Paul Church 
on the farm, eight miles east of Rossburn. Regardless 
how cold and stormy the morning, he never failed to 
walk two miles to make the fire and have the church 
warm before the service began. 

After he retired to Rossburn, he helped in the 
construction of the new Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Church. Then he became a member and attended 
faithfully. Because of poor health, grandfather and 
grandmother moved in with their son, Harry and 
daughter-in-law, Mary. 

Grandmother passed away in 1968 at the age of 81 
years. 

Grandfather spent the last two years of his life in 
Sandy Lake Nursing Home. He died in 1971 at the 
age of 89 years. He and grandmother are buried in the 
Ukrainian Catholic cemetery north of Rossburn. 

Mike and Mary Komhyr had nine children. Two 
died in infancy and the second oldest son, William, 
in 1974. 

Their oldest son, Stanley, worked out for dif
ferent farmers and helped his father at home. He is 
now retired and lives in town in the house his father 
built. 

Harry married Mary Lesiuk. He is a building 
contractor. Harry and Mary live in Rossburn. They 
have three sons: Harvey, Leonard and Randy. 

Thelma married William Yarmish and lives in 
Richmond, B.C. They have three daughters: Mary 
Jane, Lesia and Pat. 

Anne married John Onofersen of Winnipeg. They 
have three sons: Barry, Brian and Ronnie. 

Nellie married Carman Brown and they farm east 
of Rossburn. They have two sons: Phil and Perry and 
one daughter, Sheila. 

Harry Komhyr 
Harry, third son of Mike and Mary Komhyr, was 

born in 1917. He attended Hranko School. 
At age 13, he went out to work for farmers at 

Harding, Lavinia and Rossburn areas. He worked for 
a short while for General Motors in St. Catharines 
and a dry-cleaners in Thunder Bay. These were the 
depression years and he along with many other 
young men rode the freight trains looking for work. 

Then came the war years. He was drafted in 1939. 
After basic training in Shilo, Winnipeg, Nanaimo 
and Vernon, he was sent overseas with the Occupa
tional Army. He was stationed mostly in Holland. 

In 1944, he met and married Mary Lesiuk, who 
was then teaching at Clarke School. They were mar
ried in August and went to Vernon, B.C. In Decem
ber, Harry was sent overseas and Mary came back to 
Manitoba. 



Harry was discharged in 1946. He took cabinet
making in Winnipeg. In 1947, Harry and Mary 
moved to Rossburn. Harry went into construction 
first remodelling and building homes. Then he went 
into contracting. He has built many bUildings. Some 
of the bigger ones are Wawanesa Insurance Office, 
schools in Russell, St. Lazare and Oakburn, as well 
as several rural schools, Credit Union Offices in 
Russell, Strathclair and Rossburn, R.C.M.P. Bar
racks in Rossburn, Senior Citizens' Home in Min
nedosa, Birtle and Rossburn as well as many homes. 
His greatest pride is the new Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Church in Rossburn, started in 1967. 

Harry and Mary have three sons. Harvey married 
Donna Walmsley in 1977. Harvey works for Alberta 
Government Telephones and Donna is a psychiatric 
nurse in the Foothills Hospital, Calgary. 

Leonard is chief estimator for Richfield Building 
and Design in Calgary. 

Randy is an apprentice building supervisor with 
Richfield in Calgary. 

Mary Komhyr (nee Lesiuk) was born in Glenella 
where her parents Nykola and Rosa homesteaded. In 
1918, the family moved to a farm nine miles north of 
Basswood. This is where Mary and five sisters and 
two brothers grew up. Mary got her schooling in 
Makepeace and Basswood Schools. In 1934, she 
took teacher training at Brandon Normal School. 

Her first school was Byrd, - nine miles east of 
Rossburn. The first year, she had forty-eight pupils 
and all grades from pre - grade 1 to Grade 9 and 10 
correspondence students. Other schools she taught 
were Balfour, Valley, Clarke, Culross, Makepeace, 
Bruan, Sharman and Glen Elmo. 

Konyk 
Elko Konyk was born in 1866 in the village of 

Seelatch in Western Ukraine. He served in the Aus
trian Army for four years. He married Miss Pashka 
and had one daughter Anna. After four years his wife 
passed away. He remarried the former Dora Boychuk 
and had three daughters, Martha, Irene and Pearl. In 
1899, Elko, his wife and family immigrated to Cana
da. They arrived in Halifax on the 14th of April, then 
travelled by rail to Winnipeg and then to Shoal Lake. 
From Shoal Lake by horse team to the former 
Wakefield residence which is now occupied by My
ron Kuzenko. They were given some cooking sup
plies by the government. From there they travelled on 
foot to their homestead on S.W. Y4 32-21-25. Their 
first house was a mud plastered hut on the banks of 
the creek. This creek presently exists. The Kutan 
family came and stayed together with the Konyk 
family in this hut until they were established on their 
homestead. The following September, another 
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daughter Teenie was born. The hut was destroyed by 
a prairie fire, so immediately with his neighbours
Don Mushmanski and Mr. Woshka, he built a log 
house. For building supplies he walked to Shoal 
Lake. Like all other Ukrainian immigrants they 
struggled for food, shelter and clothing, but managed 
to cope. 

Eight more children were born to that family 
namely; Harry, Helen, Katherine, Daisy, John, 
Mildred, Ann and Jean. This homestead was then 
occupied by son Harry, then grandson Donald and 
great grandson Terry, at present. This homestead, 
S.W. Y4 32-21-25 in the R.M. of Ross burn, was and is 
occupied by four generations under the same family 
name. 

Anna was married to Martin Wozney, farmed at 
Birds Hill, Manitoba and had six children. They are 
both resting at Birds Hill Cemetery. 

Martha married John Hrubeniuk and they farmed 
in the Lakedale and Oakburn area plus owning the 
Oakburn Hotel. They had seven children and both 
resting at the Oakburn Orthodox Cemetery. 

Irene married George Kozack and they farmed in 
the Rossman Lake area having seven children. They 
are both resting at Pete's Lake Cemetery. 

Pearl married Carl Antchuk and they farmed at 
Elphinstone having twelve children. They are both 
resting at Sandy Lake Orthodox Cemetery. 

Teenie married Bill Hrubeniuk and they farmed 
in the Shortdale - Grandview area. They had five 
children. Bill Hrubeniuk passed away. Teenie then 
married Joe Bohonas and now resides in Windsor, 
Ontario. 

Harry married the former Mary Livetsky, farm
ing the "Konyk Homestead". They had two children 
and now have moved to the village of Rossburn to 
retire. 

Helen married John Semenuk and farmed in the 
Glen Elmo district. They have four children. Pres
ently they are resting in the Rossburn Orthodox 
Cemetery. 

Katherine married Mike Prodon, having two 
children. They lived in Windsor, Ontario and are both 
resting there. 

Daisy married Mac Horne, having one son. They 
lived in Windsor, Ontario. Mac Horne passed away 
and Daisy still resides in Windsor. 

John married the former Anna Zvarich and had 
one daughter. They farmed in various places. John 
passed away and is resting at Glen Elmo Cemetery. 

Mildred married Rod MacDonald, having no 
family. They reside in Windsor, Ontario. 

Ann, after working in various places passed away 
and is resting at Brandon Cemetery. 

Jean, the youngest married Paul Herkert. They 



have four children and are gram farming in Oak 
Bluff, Manitoba. 

The "Pioneers" Elko Konyk passed away in 1939 
and Dora Konyk passed away in 1958. They are both 
resting at Glen Elmo Orthodox Cemetery. 

contributed by Mrs. Tilly Konyk 

Charles Kornyk 
Charles was born on April 10, 1898, the son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Kornyk, who lived in Kudynce, 
Galicia, Ukraine. Martin brought his family to Cana
da in 1910. His wife died prior to their leaving 
Ukraine. Martin worked on the railway repair gang 
to earn a living for his family. He retired in the 
1920's. Charlie was about ten years of age when they 
came to Canada. He and his two sisters went to 
Hranko school for their education. 

In 1923 Charlie went to Detroit, Michigan, 
U.S.A. where he was employed in a car factory. He 
returned to Rossburn in 1929. He bought a farm from 
Jack Sherban, S.E. 16-20-24 and S.E. 17-20-24. 
(Now operated by Henry Hrubeniuk). 

In 1931 Charlie married Sophie Malaniuk, 
daughter of Fred and Eudocia (nee Lenych). They 
raised five children, three boys and two girls. Their 
children were educated in Perch School and 
Rossburn Collegiate. 

Wally was born on August 31, 1932. Following 
his education, he taught school for a year and later 
worked in a bank. He joined the Air Force Service 
where he graduated to a Lieutenant and served for 
seven years. Later he joined the Army. He is married 
and they have three children and one grandchild. 
They make their home in Ottawa. 

Mildred was born on February 16, 1936. After 
her education here she worked for a year in the bank. 
She was employed in the Health and Community 
Services of Mental Retardation at Portage La Prairie. 
Following this, she went to Vancouver where she 
worked in a telephone office. She married Steve 
Wintonyk and they have two children. They live in 
Victoria, British Columbia. 

Myron was born on October 7, 1940. After his 
education here he took a course in engineering at 
University. He worked at Symington Yard in Win
nipeg for a year. Following this, he went to Peace 
River, Alberta, where he supervised the building of 
the railway track to the Mine at Slave Lake and also 
building the road to Hinton Coal Mine. He lives in 
Grande Prairie. 

Danny was born on July 12, 1942. Following his 
education, he worked for Manitoba Hydro. Later he 
went to Quesnel, British Columbia, and is still em
ployed with hydro as foreman. He is married and has 
two children. 

Livia was born on April 1, 1944. After receiving 
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her education, she worked in Dauphin hospital as a 
nurses' aid. She married Lawrence Basaraba and 
they have four sons. They live in Thunder Bay, On
tario, and he works in a garage. 

Charlie and Sophie Kornyk sold their farm and 
retired to live in Rossburn in April of 1963. They 
bought a home on King Street. 

Charlie was on the Board of Trustees for Perch 
school in earlier years. He was instrumental in the 
building of the new Greek Orthodox Church in 
Rossburn. They were members of this church up until 
1955 when they became interested and joined the 
Jehovah's Witness Organization. 

Sophie was a cook at the Rossburn District Hos
pital for a time after they moved to live in town. 

Charlie suffered ill health for more than a year. 
He passed away in February on the 17th, 1968, and is 
interred in Rossburn Cemetery. Sophie continues to 
live in her home and is enjoying reasonably good 
health. 

Stanley Korolyk 
Stanley Korolyk arrived in Canada in 1899 from 

the village of Poberedyzy, Province of Galicia in the 
Austrian Hungarian Empire, now Western Ukraine. 

In 1904, he married Tenna Kuzenko in the Glen 
Elmo Church which was organized about that time. 
She arrived in Canada in 1900 from the Village of 
Stryhauntcy, now part of Western Ukraine. They 
settled on S. W. 36-21-25 which was the homestead of 
her parents. 

They had a family of eleven daughters and one 
son who was paralyzed at age thirteen. The older 
children attended Chmelnycki School a distance of 
four miles and later Glen Elmo when it was opened. 

Times were difficult, so when the girls were old 
enough they sought employment away from home. 
Some of them left for Windsor, Ontario and found 
work there. Mary and Nellie were married in Wind
sor. Ann married Harry Prodan and have lived in 
Windsor all their married life. Katie married Charlie 
Bereza and farmed for many years near Souris before 
moving to Windsor. 

Dora - Mrs. Pete Bartkiw lives in Windsor. 
Helen - Mrs. Joe Wladyka lives in Hamilton. Teen
ie - Mrs. Charlie Melnyk farmed in the Angusville 
district until 1974. She was widowed in 1965. She 
now lives in Russell with husband Paul Luba. Pauline 
- Mrs. Martin Maydaniuk lives in Souris. Olga
Mrs. George Semanuk died in 1954. Margaret lives 
in Vancouver and does practical nursing. Bill farmed 
with his Dad until 1951 when they moved to live in 
Rossburn. At present Bill is hospitalized. Mrs. 
Korolyk died in 1955 and Stanley in 1960. 



Mike Koscielny 
Mike Koscielny, second oldest son of Mr. and 

Mrs. Joseph Koscielny, was born December 17, 1913 
in Ft. William, Ontario. He came to Wisla District 
(near Elphinstone, Manitoba) when he was one year 
old. He attended Prince of Wales school in that dis
trict. When he reached the age of fourteen, he quit 
school and went out working for farmers. 

Fall of 1927 he worked for Mr. Frank 
Kwiatkowski at big steamer threshing gang, hauling 
and pitching sheaves for $3.00 a day. For Mr. Jim 
McNaulty of Elphinstone in 1928 for $20 per month. 
In 1929 - for Mr. Tom Black of Cardale for $35-$40 
a month. In 1934 he worked for Beaton Bros. of 
Elphinstone, Manitoba for $25-$30 per month, and 
in the year of 1935 for Mr. Ed McLean $15-$20 per 
month. The wages were very poor in the depre~sion 
years, so he decided to go wherever he got the high
est wages. Mr. Fred Findlay of Shoal Lake offered 
him a good wage of $40.00 for summer months and 
$20 for winter months. He worked for Findlay and 
son from 1937-1940. 

While working at Findlays in Shoal Lake he met 
Miss Annie Klym. He married her in 1938. 

Miss Annie Klym was born at Horod, Manitoba, 
north of Elphinstone in 1920. She was the oldest and 
only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Klym Sr. She 
attended Elphinstone Consolidated School until June 
1934. 

In July 1934 her parents moved to Vista, Man
itoba and she attended Islay High School. In 1937 she 
went out working for Mrs. Thomson of Shoal Lake at 
$10 per month. She met Mike in Shoal Lake, got 
married the following year. 

In 1939 their oldest daughter Marlene was born 
who now is Mrs. Frank Hayhurst and is the 
Postmistress of Oak River. 

During that summer Mrs. Mike Koscielny's par
ents, gave her two cows and a calf, two mares and a 
two year old colt. Seeing that in Elphinstone was no 
place for cattle and horses, they decided to move to 
Vista to Mrs. Koscielny's parents' farm. In Decem
ber they built a log cabin and moved there. In 1940 
their second daughter was born who is Mrs. George 
Kostenchuk (Louise) of Birnie, Manitoba. At present 
her husband is farming there, while she is a nursery 
school teacher and works at Neepawa Furniture 
Store. 

Early in 1942 Mike bought the farm NEY4 
16.20.24., northeast of Rossburn, Manitoba, known 
as Pete's Lake District. That same fall their third 
daughter Petrusia was born, who is now employed at 
the Royal Bank at Rapid City, Manitoba. Her hus
band, Mr. Clarence Michie, is employed by Trans 
Canada Pipe Line there. 
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Mike Koscielny with son Elmer. Taken in 1950. 

In late 1943, they were blessed with twins, Elmer 
and Eleanor. Early in 1944 Eleanor took sick sud
denly and died in Russell Hospital. She was the first 
to be buried in Roman Catholic Cemetery - east of 
Rossburn. 

Mike bought another quarter to the south from 
Anton Yarmey. He farmed in Rossburn Municipality 
for 11 years, was the trustee of Perch School and his 
wife Annie had also been Sec. Treas. of the same 
school. 

In 1953, he sold the farm to Mike Smycniuk of 
Rossburn Hotel and moved to Cardale, Manitoba. 
There they had another son Rodney who is employed 
at Moosomin, Sask. with Trans Canada Pipe Line. 
He married Nancy Haggarty of Oak River, Man
itoba. And another daughter Judith (Mrs. Richard 
Bell) of Shilo is employed at the base. 

In October of 1973 Mr. and Mrs. Koscielny re
tired to Neepawa, Manitoba, as their son Elmer 
bought their farm to carryon farming. He married 
Ann Stewart of Cardale. Mike Koscielny died on 
October 17, 1977 in Neepawa Hospital. Mrs. 
Koscielny since remarried in December 1979 and is 
Mrs. Henry Kuyp Sr. of Neepawa. 

Michael and Palazia Kostecki 
The Kostecki history - according to available 

records, began with our great-grandfather, Michael 
Kostecki and his wife, Theresa Batuik. Michael was 
born and raised in the village of Kacuibinci district of 
Kopyczynci in Austria. Michael, employed as a 
game warden, provided well for his wife and only 
son Victor, who was born in 1865. However, a great 
misfortune befell this happy home when Michael 
died accidentally at a very young age, leaving his 
wife Theresa to fend for herself and her young son. 
Victor, our grandfather, often spoke of hardships as 
an orphan in those years when he needed his father 
most. 

At the age of 21, he was drafted into the Austro-



Victor and Eudocia Kostecki. 

Hungarian Army, serving a four year term. Shortly 
thereafter, Victor married Eudocia Mazur, a girl from 
the same village. Victor and Eudocia were blessed 
with three children: a daughter Maria, and two sons, 
John and Michael. Tragedy struck once again when 
14 year old Maria, hoeing the garden, cut her foot 
with a sharp hoe and died in a couple of days (Most 
probably of lockjaw). When the doctor was sum
moned, it was too late to save her. 

Our grandfather Victor, heard of the great oppor
tunities which may be found in Canada. In 1901, 
leaving his wife and two sons, he left for the new 
Country. He sailed from Hamburg to Halifax and 
then by train to Winnipeg. He worked at various jobs 
for one year. Victor sent for his wife Eudocia and 
sons; 9 year old John, and 7 year old Michael. Arriv
ing in Canada, they stayed with Eudocia's brother, 
Alexander Mazur and his wife. 

Life was somewhat trying for the parents in a 
small cabin. With the help of good neighbors, Victor 
soon finished building his own cabin on his chosen 
homestead, Sec. 32-21-26 W. in the R.M. of Silver 
Creek near Russell, Manitoba. 

There were no schools built when the boys were 
growing up, so neither received any formal educa
tion. They all worked hard to make ends meet. Al
though making a living was not easy during those 
early years, there was actually lots of food: plenty of 
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eggs, home grown vegetables, cottage cheese, and 
wild berries. They also kept chickens, ducks, geese, 
pigs, and eventually cattle which provided the family 
with meat as well as a source of income. 

Victor and Eudocia became invaluable to the 
community. Victor, who seemed to come by his God 
given talent naturally, was very often called for veter
nary and first aid assistance. Eudocia was a midwife. 
We recall on many occasions, finding Grandfather 
alone, as Grandmother had been called to help an
other baby be born. 

Victor and Eudocia retired when both were in 
their fifties. Michael, their youngest son, rented, and 
later purchased his father's land. After some years, 
he built them a small house on his yard. 

Victor and Eudocia's youngest son, Michael, our 
father was born in 1894. Mother Palazia was born on 
January 15, 1893 in the village of Shmankiwci, dis
trict of Chortkiw, Austria. She was one of five girls 
and seven boys; born to Donald Kuz and Maria 
Buyanowski. Michael and Palazia were married on 
Feb. 7, 1915 at Russell, Man. 

Michael Kostecki. 

Michael and his bride lived with his parents until 
1922 when he finally was able to build his own house: 
a two-story, five bedroom home. 

Over the years, as the children started arriving, 
along with all the duties of a farm wife, Palazia, with 
hired domestic help, was kept busy tending to the 
needs of a family of six boys and four girls. 

Through hard work and perseverance, Michael 
began to prosper at a very young age. In 1917, he 
purchased his first car: a Chev., 490 touring model. 
Being one of the first to own a car in his community, 
Michael was often called upon by his neighbors to 
make trips to Russell or Angusville. 



In 1927, Michael bought a Sawyer Massey steam 
threshing outfit. Being one of the very few in the 
district, he was kept busy doing custom work. 

Money was very scarce during the depression 
years, however, because of the size of his farming 
operation, Michael kept at least one and most of the 
time two hired men busy clearing land and helping 
with the regular farm work. Although, Michael had a 
tractor by this time horses were still used extensively 
on his farm. During the winter, many a trip was made 
to Russell by van and a well-groomed team of horses. 
Countless wagon box loads of grain were hauled by 
horse team to Cracknell. 

Palazia Kostecki. 

Taking advantage of the fact that his home quarter 
was next to the Riding Mountain National Park, 
Michael purchased and set up a sawmill in his yard. 
At that time the government allowed logging permits 
in the park. He operated his sawmill into the late 
thirties, fulfilling his own lumber needs, as well as 
customers' near and far. 

In 1942, Michael, looking for more land in one 
parcel, sold his farm in the Silver Creek Munic
ipality. He purchased three quarters of land from 
Tom MacDonald, situated one mile east of Rossburn. 
A short time later, he purchased an adjoining half 
section from Jim Armstrong. 

Michael moved his parents, Victor and Eudocia, 
to a home he built for them on his new farm in 
Rossburn. 

As soon as the move to Rossburn was completed, 
Michael and Palazia began to renovate their new 
home. Various alterations were made to the six bed
room house: a new cistern was cemented in the base-
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ment, a water pressure system was installed. When 
hot water was required, a fire had to be lit in the 
system's unique cast iron coal heater. All the build
ings received a new coat of paint. 

Some of the new land acquired by our father had 
been left untouched by its previous owner during 
those difficult years, and had to be replowed. What 
was once used as a golf course was plowed under and 
turned into productive farm land. 

Michael, a staunch supporter of his church, 
helped to establish the first Roman Catholic church 
in the Village of Rossburn. He also donated a parcel 
of land which is the present site of St. Theresa R.C. 
Cemetery. 

Michael and Palazia were blessed with eleven 
children. 

Victor, the oldest son, makes his home in 
Rossburn with his sister Angela and brother-in-law, 
Mike Ryshytylo. 

Helen married Paul Bonikoski and has one 
daughter Sylvia, now married to Dr. Jack Richman, 
P. Eng. They have two children: Oliver and Melanie. 
They live in Toronto, Ontario. Helen's husband Paul 
died in a car accident. She later remarried, to Bernard 
Seigneur, a civil eng., now deceased. Helen pres
ently resides in the Tuxedo Villa, Wpg. 

John married Mary Sidlar and they had seven 
children. The first two died in infancy. Marianne, a 
pharmaceutical assistant, married Rene Mercier, a 
concrete supervisor. They have three children: 
Melanie, Holly, and Cheryl. They live in Fonthill, 
Ont. Darlene, a lab technician, married Gary Ham
mel, a personnel manager. They have two sons, Cory 
and Drew, and reside in Beamsville, Ont. Janice, a 
graphic art designer, resides in Toronto, Ont. Lori 
Lynn married to Bob Melanson, a concrete finisher, 
lives in Nova Scotia. Kenny, the youngest son, is in 
business with his father. John is an excavating con
tractor. John, Mary, and their son reside in Niagra
on-the-Lake, Onto 

Carol married William Kachan, a local business
man. They have one son William Marshall, a civil 
technologist who is employed with the Government 
of Alberta, Department of Transportation. Marshall 
is married to Darlene Kokorudz, a dietician. They 
have one daughter, Melissa. They live in Vermillion, 
Alberta. 

Louise married Lawrence Urban (Urbanowski), a 
supervisor at Dominion Bridge. They have two chil
dren: a son, Lawrence Jr. married Christine Crawford 
and both are physiotherapists. Lawrence works in the 
Reh'fit and Christine, in the Rehab Centre in Win
nipeg. Candace, a word processor, married Paul Fon
taine, an engineering technologist. They have one 
daughter Nicole. Candace and Paul reside in Win-



nipeg. Louise, our lovely sister, died in a car acci
dent, June 22nd, 1977. 

Angela married Mike Ryshytylo, a local farmer. 
Tony, their youngest son, lives in Winnipeg. John, a 
farmer, married Lynda Bart R.N., employed at the 
local hospital. John and Lynda have two children: 
John Jr. and Kristyn. 

Adam died when he was nine months old. 
Anthony married Mary Lou Semenuk. They have 

four sons: Reggie, John Arthur, James, and Robbie. 
The two oldest are in construction business with their 
father. James and Robbie are both in school. Anthony 
is a concrete contractor. They all live in Virgil, Ont. 

Stanford married Alice Burtnik. They have three 
sons: Stan Jr., Carey, and Bruce. Stan Jr., and his 
wife Molly have a son Kevin. Stan is employed as a 
quality controller in a paper mill in Kamloops, B.C. 
Carey and his wife Sherry have one daughter, Chris
tine. Carey works for C.A.E. Montupet Co. They 
live in St. Catherines, Ont. Bruce, the youngest, is 
an accountant. He resides in St. Catherines. Stanford 
has since remarried to Elva Gibson. He is employed 
by the John Deere Co. Stanford and Elva reside in 
WeIland Port, Ont. 

Morley, a local businessman married Iris 
Swidzinski. They have two sons and a daughter. 
Morley Mark is presently attending the University of 
Manitoba, while Kelly and David are at home. A 
daughter, Shelly Louise, died accidently at eleven 
months of age. 

Michael Jr., a local businessman, married Myrna 
Smycnuik. They have five sons: Kevin, Richard, 
Michael, Jonathon, and Christopher Scott. They all 
live at home. 

In October 1944, Michael's father, Victor, passed 
away. He was seventy nine years old at the time of his 
death. 

On August the sixth, 1945, at St. Boniface Hospi
tal, in Winnipeg, our dearest mother, Palazia died at 
52 years of age. Her loving care and devotion to her 
husband and children are never to be forgotten. 

In the fall of 1946, Michael's mother Eudocia 
passed away. She was eighty years old. 

In April 1946, due to his failing health, Michael 
held an auction sale. Disposing of his machinery, he 
retired, renting his land to his son-in-law, Mike 
Ryshytylo. 

On December the twenty-eighth, 1946, Michael 
passed away suddenly at the age of 52, the same age 
as his beloved wife, Palazia. 

Michael, his wife Palazia, and his parents, Victor 
and Eudocia lie at rest in the St. Theresa Roman 
Catholic Cemetery, east of Rossbum. 

When our parents passed away, there were five 
boys living at home, the youngest being four years 
old. 
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This history is dedicated to the Kostecki family 
and especially to those sisters and brothers-in-law, 
who provided such a wonderful home and a place 
always to return to. 

submitted by the Kostecki Family 

John Kostesky Family History 
In 1902, John Kostesky came to Canada from 

Austria, as a boy of nine, with his mother, Eudocia 
Kostesky (nee Mazur) and his brother, Michael, age 
seven. His father, Victor Kostesky, had come the year 
before in search of a better life for his family. Soon 
after the family was re-united in Canada, they home
steaded on the N.W. Y4 32-21-26 in the R.M. of Silver 
Creek. 

Both the boys grew up without the benefit of a 
formal education. Soon after coming to Canada, 
John was sent out to work during the summers for 
farmers - his first employer being Dave Dunn Sr. 
This proved difficult for him because he understood 
no English. The very first two words Mr. Dunn 
taught him were, table, which meant to come and eat, 
and stable, which meant to do the work in the bam, 
but eventually, he spoke English well. 

John began farming on his own when he pur
chased the S.E. Y4 16-21-26 in the R.M. of Silver 
Creek. At the age of twenty one, on June 12, 1913, he 
married Michelena Micha1chuk in the Holy Trinity 
Roman Catholic Church in Silver Creek Munic
ipality. Lena was the daughter of John and Sophia 
Micha1chuk (nee Wameski). She came to Canada 
with her parents in 1899, at the age of 18 months. Her 
parents homesteaded on the S. W. Y4 12-22-27; the 
present owner of this farm is Walter Micha1chuk, 
Lena's nephew. Joseph, John and Lena's first child, 
was born in 1914. He was followed by Tony (died at 
six months), and Adolph. With a growing family to 
support, they decided to sell their quarter section and 
they purchased the N. Y2 11-22-27 in the Boulton 
municipality in 1918. Here the rest of their children 
were born; Mike, Carol, Peter, Margaret, Bertha, 
Nellie, and Adele. Then a misfortunate series of 
events began with the destruction of all their farm 
\ buildings by a grass fire. With neighbors' help, they 
built another home. To add to their problems, hail 
badly damaged their crops the next summer, and the 
following year, their horses contracted swamp fever 
and several died. These events caused financial prob
lems too great to bear; they declared bankruptcy in 
1926. 

Then, with assistance from his father, John 
bought the N.E. Y4 13-22-27; since there were no 
buildings on the quarter, he got a large granary and 
made it into a home. In the spring of 1928, he sold out 
and moved his family to the beautiful Birdtail Valley, 
on the E. Y2 4-21-25, which he rented from Chiddy 



Merritt. Here their lives seemed to take a turn for the 
better. By working hard and saving their money, they 
were able to buy the N. Y2 34-20-25 in 1932. 

Here they were finally able to settle down and 
raise their nine children. Besides growing grain, 
John, Lena and family milked cows, and raised poul
try, horses and sheep. 

Lena spun her own wool and knitted clothing for 
her family; she was also a very talented seamstress, 
always making her own patterns from newspapers. 
John was a fun loving man who enjoyed the company 
of his family and friends. He also loved hunting 
which kept food on the table through all the hard 
times. John, and a close associate, passed much of 
their time together down in the willows by the banks 
of the Birdtail river, tending to the preparation of their 
favorite beverage, which they kept in plentiful but 
secret supply at all times. John often took another 
accomplice, his young grandson, Ronnie, along to 
lend a hand, the boy's job was to fetch wood for the 
fire. 

In 1944, John built a new barn - its 10ft was the 
setting for many of their children's wedding recep
tions. Also Benefit dances were held there to help 
raise funds for the construction of the present Roman 
Catholic Church in Rossburn. In the same year, 
Lena's mother, Sophia Michalchuk came to reside 
with them. They built a small home for her on the 
same yard where it still stands today. 

With their son, Mike, and his wife, Frances liv
ing on the family farm, John and Lena decided to 
retire. They built themselves a home on the north side 
of Ross burn in 1950. They kept themselves busy with 
a large garden and raised chickens, ducks and geese. 
In 1963, they celebrated their 50th wedding anniver
sary. 

Joe, their oldest son, married Lena Pradiniuk in 
1939 at Rossburn Farms Church. They farmed for 
one year in the Birdtail Valley, then moved to Birdtail 
Village where he operated a general store and black
smith shop. In 1945, they bought a garage and 
body shop in Rossburn. In 1951, they moved to 
Atikokan, Ontario where he worked in the mines as a 
welder. In 1960, they moved to Ste. Catherines where 
Lena passed away in 1962. Joe operated his own 
garage and service station until his retirement in 
1980. They had five children; Louise, who passed 
away in 1973, married Clayton Shannon in 1959. 
They had three daughters; Theresa, Katherine and 
Tammy. Eugene married Gertrude Rempel in 1963. 
Eugene is a factory worker at Thompson's Products 
in Ste. Catherines, and Trudy is a seamer at Warrens' 
Knits. They have four children; Timothy, Bonita, 
Pamela and Jason. Patricia married Fred Etherington 
in 1966. Both Pat and Fred work at General Motors in 
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Ste. Catherines. They have three children; Cheryl, 
Kelly and Danny. Jonathan works as a salesman in 
Niagara-On-The-Lake. Cynthia works as a bank tel1-
er in Niagara Falls. 

Adolph married Helen Chuchmuch in 1942 at 
Lakedale Church. He rented and lived on Wm. 
Finches' in the Birdtail Valley for 19 years. He pur
chased a half section in the valley - S. W. Y42-2l-25 
and N.E Y4 35-20-25, then bought W. Y2 21-20-27 in 
the R.M. of Silver Creek. In 1960, he sold his half 
section and bought 640 acres from W. 1. Hamilton at 
Vista. They moved there in 1961 and farmed until 
1977 when they moved to Rossburn. They have seven 
children; Ronald, the eldest, married Barbara Bass in 
1968. They own a dairy and mixed farm operation in 
the Birdtail Valley. They are the owners of grandpa 
Kostesky's home place (N Y2 34-20-25). Marlene 
married Mike Horvath in 1967. She has earned her 
university degree (B.A.) and is presently a teacher! 
counsel1or and Mike works at Hudson Bay Mining 
and Smelting. They reside in Flin Flon. Donald mar
ried Carol Bullard in 1976. He is employed as a grain 
buyer in Graysville, Manitoba. They have two 
daughters; Kel1y and Crystal. Lawrence married Jan
ice Ratcliffe in 1974. He runs a mixed farming oper
aton and Jan is an R.N. in the Rossburn Hospital. 
They have one son, Christopher. Joyce married Don 
Hol1ett in 1976. She is presently a supervisor of 
computor operations at Versatile Manufacturing in 
Winnipeg where she lives with her daughter, 
Rachelle. Robert married Elaine Tanasychuk in 
1978. Bob also runs a mixed farm (together, Bob and 
Lawrence farm Adolph's land at Vista) and Elaine is 
an R.N. at the Rossburn Hospital. They have one 
daughter, Kristin. Linda is the youngest of the family. 
She and her partner operate a Beauty Salon in 
Rossburn. 

Mike served as a gunner in the Canadian Army 
Artillery in the second world war. He married 
Frances Shust in 1946 at Angusville. They settled on 
his parents' farm until 1956 when they moved to the 
S.W. Y4 1-20-25 where they presently reside. They 
have eight children; Gloria, the eldest, married Gary 
Rubeniuk in 1968. Gary is a grain farmer and they 
live in Angusville. They have two sons; Nigel and 
Dennis. Myrna married Nestor Pushka in 1969. She 
is an L.P.N. in the Rossburn Hospital and Nestor is a 
carpenter. They now own and reside in grandpa and 
grandma Kostesky's house in Rossburn. They have 
one daughter, Teri-Lynn. Lucas married Debbie 
Naherniak in 1976. He works as a mechanic at Keat
ing's in Russel1 and Deb works at the Chicken Corral. 
Vincent married Maureen Dushnicky in 1977. He is 
an accountant for Gulf Oil in Winnipeg and Maureen 
works in the Health Sciences Center. Leonard mar-



ried Angela Kalyniuk in 1979. He is a mechanic for 
International Harvestor in Winnipeg while Angie 
works as a computor operator at Sun Life. Bernadine 
(Deannie) is a hairdresser in Brandon. Bonnie works 
at a Pizza Place in Brandon, where she lives with her 
son, Derek. Irvin, the youngest, is at home and 
attending school. 

Carol, the oldest daughter, married Stan Gu
mieny in 1941 at Rossburn. They lived most of their 
married life in Winnipeg where Stanley was em
ployed as a welder for the Winnipeg School Board. 
Over the years, Carol held jobs at Eaton's, The Pad
dock and The Bay. They retired in 1975 and moved to 
Cranbrook, B.C. where they still reside. They have 
two children; Theresa married Mark Apedaile in 
1969. She and her husband are both teachers. They 
have three daughters; Jennifer, Jessica and Julia. 
They reside in Vancouver. Lawrence married Carol 
Pawluk in 1969. He is employed by Pacific Western 
Airlines in Calgary. They have three children; Cory, 
Michelle and Benjamin. 

Peter married Ann Olynyk in 1945 in Ruthenia. 
They bought the N. Y2 8-21-24 and farmed there for 
ten years before moving to Atikokan, Ontario in 1955 
to work in the mine. Peter now works as a janitor in 
Atikokan General Hospital. They have three chil
dren; Shirley, the oldest, married Henry Szumowski 
in 1977. She is a registered nursing assistant and 
Henry is a surveyor. Stan married Jeanne Talbot in 
1972. He works as a diesel mechanic in Logan Lake, 
B.C. and Jeanne is a hairdresser. They have three 
children; Tracey, Christina and Mark. Betty married 
Bill Urbanowicz in 1974. Bill works as a carpenter's 
apprentice for Ontario Hydro. They have one son, 
Cory. 

Margaret married Albert Gallant in 1941. They 
farmed in the R.M. of Silver Creek until their separa
tion in 1960. She spent the next years raising her 
family in Winnipeg and in 1969, she married Joe 
Stech at Shoal Lake, where they presently reside. Joe 
is self-employed as a carpenter. Her seven children 
are; Frances, the eldest, married Ed Yaskiw in 1963. 
He works in Safeway in Winnipeg. They have four chil
dren; Lorene, Lori, Lee-Ann, and Jason. Maryon mar
ried Marion Tanasychuk in 1964. They own a garage 
in Prince George, B. C. Their family consists of two; 
Bradley and Deborah. Stan married Lynda Mush
amanski in 1974. They have two children; Shawn and 
Shaylene. Helen married Sidney Shwaluk in 1968. 
Sidney works as a welder for C.P.R. in Winnipeg and 
Helen is a hairdresser. They have two sons; Kevin and 
Trevor. Wally married Darlene Malchuk in 1974. He 
is a diesel mechanic in Winnipeg. They have two 
children; Cindy and Kenneth. Sylvia works for Al
berta Govt. Health Services in Edmonton. Darlene, 
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the youngest, works for the 7-11 Store chain in Win
nIpeg. 

Bertha married Allen Bass in 1956 in Atikokan, 
Ontario. Allen worked at Cal and Ore in Atikokan 
until 1960 when they moved to Carberry, Manitoba, 
where he was employed with Carnation Foods. In 
1963, they moved to Esterhazy, Saskatchewan, 
where they still reside. Allen is now a foreman at 
International Minerals and Chemicals. They have 
three children: Leona, the oldest, works for the 
Legion in Esterhazy, Bradley is employed by Metal 
Fab Industries in Esterhazy and Brian is still attend
ing school. 

Nellie married Mike Ostash in 1948 in Rossburn. 
They farmed in the Kelloe district until 1956 when 
they moved to Cranbrook, B. C. where they presently 
reside. Mike owns a business of his own - Ostash 
Aluminum Building Products Ltd. They have two 
children; Wayne, the oldest, is in partnership with his 
father in the family business. Linda married Larry 
ShufIita in 1974. Larry is also in partnership in the 
family business while Linda works at Overwaite 
Food Stores. They have one son, Stephen. 

Adele married Walter Lukinski in 1948 in 
Rossburn. Walter, who had been a soldier in the 
Polish Army, had come to Canada in 1946 after 
spending 2Y2 years in a prison camp in Siberia. They 
farmed north-east of Rossburn, their home quarter 
being the S.E. Y4 32-20-24, until 1975 when they 
moved into Rossburn. They have four children; 
Lillian, the eldest, married Lome Tepleski in 1969. 
Lome works for Manitoba Telephone in Portage la 
Prairie. They have three children; "Lome, Laine and 
Lorrie. Elizabeth works for Syncrud at Fort MacMur
ray, Alberta. Lloyd married Rosemary Smith in 
1979. They live in Birtle where he works as a me
chanic at C.C.I.L. and she teaches. Stella married 
Orest Peech in 1973. She works as a secretary at 
Willson Stationary in Winnipeg and resides there 
with her two sons; Christopher and Jamie. 

John Kostesky passed away in 1970 and Lena 
moved to the Lions' Manor in 1974. After a slight 
stroke in 1975, she went to live with her youngest 
daughter, Adele and son-in-law Walter, until her pass
ing in 1976. John and Lena are now at rest, side by 
side, at the Ste. Theresa Roman Catholic cemetery 
east of Rossburn. 

Footnote - Our grandfather, John Kostesky, was 
never able to write his name, which in Polish was 
spelled Kostecki - the 'C' being pronounced as'S' . 
Therefore, the English spelling of our name is 
Kostesky, to correspond with the Polish pronuncia
tion. 

written by Linda and Barbara Kostesky, with 
assistance from the family 



Kotyk 
John Kotyk was born in Chortkiw, Austria, on 

July 30, 1887. He came to Canada on the liner 
Brusilia, sailing from the port of Hamburg, Germany 
on April 27 ,1899 and arriving on May 9th. He came 
with his parents, Konstantine and Anastasia Kotyk, 
three brothers Philip, Karol and Nicholas, and three 
sisters Margaret, Anna, and Tekla. They were 
dropped off in the wilderness at Patterson Lake, six 
miles north of Oakburn and left to fend for them
selves. On that very spot now stands a cairn to com
memorate the many who died there, mostly children, 
in an influenza epidemic which swept their camp. 
From there, they settled on NE V4 4-19-22 where in 
the ensuing years was born one more brother Carl 
and a sister Maria. 

John attended school in Ukraine and was profi
cient in both Ukrainian and Polish. Later in Canada 
he taught himself to speak and read in the English 
language. He took out his Canadian Naturalization in 
1908. 

In June of 1912 John married the former Mary 
Osadec, who came to Canada in 1900 at the age of 5 
years, from the village of Husiatyn, Western 
Ukraine, with her parents Harasym and Katherine 
Osadec, and her 3 brothers, John, Michael and Alex
ander. Later a brother William and a sister Anna were 

Left to Right: Mary, John with Joseph, Frank Kotyk. (1918) 
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born in Canada. John and Mary made their new home 
on SW V4 4-19-22 where their first two sons were 
born, Frank in 1914 and Joseph in 1916. 

In 1918 John and Mary sold their farm to his father 
and moved to the Municipality of Rossburn where he 
bought E V2 of 4-19-23 from John Lavineway for the 
sum of $12,500.00. This farmstead included an un
completed set of new buildings which John and Mary 
completed, putting in cement foundations which 
were formerly set on stone and finished the interiors 
of both house and bam. In this new home were born 6 
more sons and one daughter. 

In 1929, the family acquired their first car, a new 
Chevrolet, which replaced the two-seater democrat. 
Of course, there were no gravel roads at that time so 
the humble democrat was still used during the early 
spring and after a rain. 

Then came the thirties, but with perseverance 
and hard work there was always enough food on the 
table and, with a family of nine children, there were 
many hands to help out. 

The family attended King George School walk
ing the three miles in summer and driving by horse 
and cutter in the winter. There were no school buses 
then. Those attending High School had to go to 
Oakburn, 3 miles away. At that time, every half mile 
boasted a farm home with at least six to ten children 
each and many a time, on a Sunday after church, 
there would be a full-fledged ball game going on in a 
back pasture until chore time. 

During the late 30's and the 1940's John and Mary 
helped set up their sons on farms of their own, 
although some of them eventually moved on to other 
endeavors. Also in 1935, John's mother came to live 
at the farm, after the death of his father, in a little 
home he built for her. 

John and Mary were active members of St. John 
Cantius Roman Catholic Church, north of Oakburn. 

John died in March 1952 at the age of 64, and 
Mary died in July 1953 at the age of 58. 

Their family consists of: 
Frank married Nellie Gnutel, farmed in the 

Menzie area, now resides in Victoria, B.C. They 
have three children: Audrey, Sonia, and Leslie. 

Joseph married Ann Ewanyshen and is presently 
farming in the Menzie area. They have four daugh
ters: Phyllis, Patricia, Ruth, and Shirley and two 
granddaughters Ginger and Julienne. 

Paul married Molly Wasylenko and served some 
time in the Armed Forces and now resides in Califor
nia, U.S.A. They have one son Aaron. 

Lloyd married Katherine Drul and farmed in the 
Menzie area and now works for St. James School 
Division. They have three children: Kenneth, Gloria, 
and Larry and one grandson Christopher. 



Carl served some time in the Armed Forces and 
is presently farming and owns and operates the High
lander Park Motel in Brandon. 

Adolph (Ed) married Joyce Gareau, and lives and 
works in Brandon, and also operates SE Y4 of 5-19-23 
in the Rossburn Municipality. They have one daugh
ter Robin. 

Joan (Jane) married Maurice Skotlas of Menzie. 
They are farming there and have three sons Patrick, 
Allan, and Jeffrey. 

Alexander resides on and farms the original fam
ily farm. 

Lionel the youngest, lives in Thompson where 
he is employed by INCO. 

Dmytro Kowal 
Dmytro Kowal was born in 1889 in the village of 

Ilavche, county of Terebovla in the Western Ukraine. 
As a young boy in 1907, he immigrated to Canada. 
After arriving here, he worked as a labourer on the 
railway and for different farmers. Then he bought a 
farm in 1918, in the R.M. of Rossburn (SW 
27-19-23). Later they moved to live on NE 21-19-23. 
On January 23, 1919, he married the former Nellie 
Drosdowsky, from Angusville. Nellie was the 
daughter of Theodore and Anne Drosdowsky who 
were among the first Ukrainian immigrants to Cana
da in 1900. She was their second child to be born in 
Canada which was on April 5, 1903. 

Dmytro was very interested and active in the 
community. He was involved in the early Ukrainian 
movement, by forming clubs. The first club was 
formed in 1914. It was called "Amateur Dramatic 
Circle", in which he was the treasurer. They per
formed their first drama called, "Swatinia na Han
cherwisti." Soon after the club dissolved. The 
"Lesenko Association", was their second organiza
tional effort in 1919 which Dmytro was secretary. 
Their first dramatic performance was held at the 
Oakburn Community Hall and the drama was also 
performed at Rossburn. They performed as much as 
six to eight dramas per year. Then the initiative for a 
hall began. After the Ukrainian National Hall was 
built, being an active member, Dmytro was on the 
executive, as President. He was very active in the 
Olha Church of St. Michaels, and in the Ukrainian 
Greek Orthodox Church at Oakburn being a member 
through his life span. He was also a director of the 
first Ukrainian Co-operative store at Oakburn. 
Dmytro was a councillor on the R.M. of Rossburn in 
Ward 4 in 1931 and 1932. He was also a trustee to 
King George school for a number of years. 

Nellie, his wife, took an active part in the com
munity as well, by belonging to the "Ukrainian 
Women's Association." She was the second presi-
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dent of the club. After that she was often in the 
executive, and has been an active member of the club 
till this day. 

Dmytro and Nellie had four children. The first 
child was Anne, who was born in 1919. She married 
Joseph Kondrat in 1937. They lived at Vista and 
Oakburn before moving to Waterford, Ontario. They 
had two children: Terry and Arnold. Son, Terry mar
ried Marilyn Partridge, and they have two children 
Melanie and Jeffery. They now reside in Port Stanley, 
Ontario. Arnold lives at home. Anne's husband, Joe, 
passed away in 1973. Anne presently lives In 

Brantford, Ontario. 
Peter, their second child was born in 1922. In 

1946, Peter married Marie Kowalchuk. They had five 
children: Theodore, Emil, Darlene, Zane, and John. 
When they lived on the farm, Peter was active in the 
cultural life of the community by taking part in 
Church and Club affairs. 

Marie, Peter's wife, was active as well in the 
"Women's Association" from 1946, till this day. She 
was president of the Club in 1962-1963. 

In 1967, due to ill health, Peter sold the farm to 
Bill Lewicky who is the present owner. The family 
moved to Winnipeg after the sale of the family farm. 

The firstborn of Peter and Marie was Theodore, 
who passed away at the age of five in 1952. Emil, 
their second child, is married to Linda Ternowsky 
and they have two children: Tami and Jason. Daugh
ter, Darlene, (third child) is married to Larry Sher
man. Zane and John still live at home. All the 
children reside in Winnipeg. 

OIly, their third child, born in 1926 was a school 
teacher, and taught school at Hranko, Sandy Lake 
and Menzie. She married Myron Drul in 1949, and 
they lived at Menzie then Toronto, and finally settled 
in Windsor, Ontario where they are presently living. 
They have two children: Delores and Iris. Delores 
lives in Toronto and Iris at home. 

Lesia, their fourth child, was born in 1933, teach
er by profession, taught school at Pine River, Randal, 
Coldwell, and Elphinstone. She married in 1958 to 
Walter Wasylenko and they had three children: Dar
ryl, Debbie and Dwayne. Darryl Jives in Edmonton, 
presently, and Debbie and Dwayne live at home. 
Lesia passed away in a car accident in 1969. 

Dmytro Kowal passed away March 1, 1966. 
Nellie, his wife, has remarried in 1971 to Mike 
Dmyterko and they are presently living in 
Elphinstone, Manitoba. 

Kozak 
In the early spring of 1899, Dmytro Kozak then 

aged 40 and his wife, Maria, of the Scherban family, 
a few years his senior, made definite plans to immi-



grate to Canada. Their family consisted of two sons: 
Fred, a young lad of fourteen, Hrysko (George) 
seven, and a daughter Nastia, four. They lived in the 
village of Horoshova located in the district of 
Borshchiw in Western Ukraine. 

The main reason for their decision was to better 
their own and their children's lives in the unknown 
land of many opportunities. They sold what little 
property they owned and, accompanied by a few 
relatives and neighbors, started on their journey 
across the Atlantic Ocean. They left May 10, 1899. A 
month later, they reached the port in Montreal. From 
there, they came by train as far west as Shoal Lake, 
Manitoba. Wagon teams transported them from 
Shoal Lake to the municipality of Rossburn, Man
itoba. There, they were made as comfortable as pos
sible in elevators and large tents, until the govern
ment agents could get them settled on lands that 
became their homesteads. The first year, the govern
ment gave them food rations. 

The established settlers of the Anglo-Saxon race 
provided the newcomers with employment and tried 
to help them in any way they could. Being among 
strangers and not knowing their language, one can 
just imagine their plight and loneliness. But, they 
had to overcome their uneasiness and start their life 
in the chosen new land. 

Dmytro and Maria got settled in the Pete's Lake 
area, (NE 16-20-24). 

Hrysko (George) and Nastia attended Hranko 
school whenever they could. Fred went out to work 
for nearby established farmers so they could buy 
food and clothing. 

Dmytro also went to work for farmers in the 
Hamiota district. With Fred's and his own earnings, 
they were able to purchase two oxen, a plough and 
other necessary equipment for working the land. 
Many a pack of flour and other staples were carried 
home from Hamiota. 

One spring, while working for a farmer before 
"Ascension Day" Dmytro asked if he could go 
home. The farmer asked him what was his reason. He 
replied, "Holiday, Jesus go upstairs." The farmer 
must have understood for he let him go. 

When they became well established, Dmytro 
helped his sons, Fred and Hrysko, get started farm
ing. They both farmed in Pete's Lake area. 

Dmytro donated a small parcel of land for a 
church. The church still stands. It was named St. 
John's Ukrainian Church and later became St. John's 
Ukrainian United Church in 1925. In the early times, 
the ministers who served the congregation would 
stay with Dmytro and Maria. In fact, all people who 
called in were always offered tea or coffee and some 
food. 
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Maria passed away October, 1929. Dmytro 
passed away February, 1944. They are buried in the 
cemetery adjoining the church property they do
nated. 

Fred married Yustina Petriw in 1911. They had a 
family of eight: Michael, William, Andrew, Mary, 
Pauline, Pearl, Edna (deceased) and Stella. Fred 
passed away March, 1935 and Yustina, in 1960. In 
1913, Hrysko married Yarena Konyk. They had eight 
children: Dmytro (Matt), Alex (deceased overseas), 
Steve, Adam, Yustina (deceased in infancy), Vivien, 
Mabel and Jean (deceased). Yarena died in 1948, 
Hrysko in 1975. 

Nastia married Dmytro Danyleyko, February 5, 
1911. They had a family of fourteen: Wasyl, Andrew, 
Michael, Taras, Bohdan, Mary, Annie, Filyna, 
Irene, Vera, Olaga, Eugenia and two daughters who 
died in infancy. 

Nastia passed away May 2, 1971. 
contributed by Annie Skavinski 

Kozun 
John Kozun, my father, and Helen (Halipchak), 

my mother, immigrated from Stanislav, Ukraine in 
May of 1906, with four of their children. My oldest 
sister was already married and remained in Stanislav. 
Her name was Kate. Another sister, by the name of 
Pearl, was turned back after not passing a physical by 
the doctors. She was 14 years of age at that time. She 
went back to Stanislav to live with Kate. Kate died 
around 1920 and Pearl died in 1970, in the Ukraine. 
The other children's names were Sophia, Dora, Mary 
and Nickolas. 

My mother and father left the port of entry 
(Halifax) and arrived in Rossburn on a train, which 
was one of the first to come in to Rossburn. My Uncle 
Fred (Dad's brother), met them and they all stayed 
with him for two and a half years, till Dad bought a 
homestead for himself. The homestead was twenty 
miles north of Rossburn on the NEY4 section of 
36-21-24. It was situated right on the corner of the 

John and Helen Kozun in 1927. 



Riding Mountain Park, now known as the Riding 
Mountain National Park. Our mail came to Glen 
Elmo. Gordon Plant was the postmaster at that time. 

When Dad started to farm, he bought two cows 
and calves and two heifers. He also raised two oxen 
for work. These were used like horses. With these 
oxen he broke three acres of land, and at first started 
with planting a garden. At that time he also had a few 
chickens. In 1917 he sold his oxen for $600.00 and 
bought his first team of horses. 

During the time Mom and Dad lived with Uncle 
Fred, another son, Michael, was born in August of 
1907. In September of 19lO, I was born. I am the 
youngest of the family and the only one living. They 
named me Basil, but I am mostly known as Bill. 

Shortly after, my sisters and brother came to 
Canada, they married and settled down in the same 
area. 

Sophia was my first sister to get married, which 
was in the year of 1907. She married Alex Oryniak, 
Jr. They lived on the NE Y4 of 34-21-24. They had ten 
children. Their names and where they are living are: 
Bill (Thunder Bay, Ontario); Mary (Winnipeg, Man
itoba); Matt (Winnipeg - died in 1979); Annie (died 
in 1933 at eighteen years); Dora (Onanole, Man
itoba); Pearl (Edmonton, Alberta); Helen (died in 
1935 at twelve years); Mildred (Edmonton, Alberta); 
Olive (Thunder Bay, Ontario) and Leslie (Winnipeg, 
Manitoba). My sister died in 1974 in Winnipeg and 
her husband died in 1960. 

Dora was married in the year of 1913. They lived 
on the SEY4 of 35-21-25. She was married to Tom 
Obedniak for five years. When the great flu reached 
this part of the country, T~:l' contracted it and died, 
leaving two sons; Bill and John. Bill at present is 
living in Sandy Lake and John resides on the home 
farm in Rossburn. Dora then married William Bry
kaliuk in 1919. They had six children who are all still 
living. Their names and where they lived are: Mike 
(Minnedosa); Mary (Grandview); Nick (Kelowna, 
B.C.); Nellie (Brandon); Stanley (Rossburn); and 
Edward (Minnedosa). My sister Dora died in 1965, 
and her husband, William is still living in Rossburn. 

Mary married John Oryniak in 1917. He was the 
son of Alex Oryniak, Sr. They lived on the SEY4 of 
33-21-24. They had four children. Annie was the 
oldest and lives in Victoria, B. C. Mike lived in 
Winnipeg and died in 1972. Alex and Matilda both 
live in Victoria, B.C. My sister, Mary died in 1941 
and her husband, John died in 1929. 

It was around this time that the area here became 
known as the Mears district. We had our own Post 
Office at the home of Frank and Freda Butler. It was 
started in 1926. 

Nick had his own farm which he bought before he 

239 

was married. It was situated on the SWY4 of 
33-21-24. He was one of the first children to go to 
school in this area. The school opened in 1911 and he 
went for two or three years. He was eight years of age 
then. At that time there were absolutely no roads to 
travel on. The children just walked across country on 
very narrow trails. 

My brother Nick married Annie Saley in 1931. 
They raised eight children, all of whom are still 
living. Annie died in the year of 1954, but Nick 
continued to farm till 1959. He then sold out and 
moved to Hamilton, Ontario with his family. Their 
names and where they live are: Morris (Ponoka, 
Alberta); Edward (Hamilton, Ontario); Alice (Re
gina, Saskatchewan); John (Hamilton, Ontario); An
drew (Hamilton, Ont.); Nellie (Calgary, Alberta); 
Iris and Doreen, both of Hamilton, Ontario. 

My brother, Mike attended school for three years. 
He started in 1917 at the age of ten years. After that he 
went out to look for ajob. He was much too young to 
find work at fourteen years of age, so he came back 
home to farm. He got married in 1929 to Frances 
Maydaniuk. They lived with Mom and Dad and me, 
till Dad died in July of the same year (1929). Mother 
continued to live with them until she died in Septem
ber of 1935. They were both laid to rest at the Mohyla 
Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery. 

Mike and Frances bought another farm and 
moved out in the year of 1937. They raised five 
children. Their names and where they live are: John 
(Calgary, Alberta); Stella (Winnipeg); Eliott (Win
nipeg); Edward (Thunder Bay, Ontario) and Melvin, 
(Edmonton, Alberta). They sold their farm in 1958 
and moved to Winnipeg. There they had a rooming 
house and at the same time, Mike worked as a care
taker in the Misericordia Hospital. He retired in 
1972. He died in January of 1979, leaving Frances 
still living in Winnipeg. 

When I was nine years old, I attended school for 
three or four years. In between the years of 1924 and 
1931 there was night school for older people. I had 
also gone there for awhile. I left the home farm in 
1937 and moved to a building across from the Mears 
Community Hall. Here, I kept a grocery store for one 
year. I married Sophia Derlago in the spring of 1938. 
We moved to Winnipeg in September and kept a 
rooming house for two years. During this time we 
had a daughter, Marie. We came back in 1940 to take 
over Sophia's parents' farm. They also had a general 
store in the same yard, which we continued to run. 
Sophia's mother and father (Angus and Mary Der
lago), then moved to Rossburn. They bought their 
own general store from John Kozar. The store was 
situated where M/M Swintak's Store is at the present 
time. 



In 1949 they built a new school, known as the 
Chmelnycki School (now the Rossburn Golf Course 
Club House). This school was consolidated in 1964 
and all of the children from the Mears district at
tended the schools in Rossburn. I was the chairman 
of the Chmelnycki School from 1960 until 1964. 

In 1950 I bought the old school for $400.00. I 
moved it to my own farm and used it as a brooder 
house for turkeys. The first year I raised six hundred 
turkeys and was very successful with them. The 
following years I used it for a brooder house for four 
hundred or five hundred chickens. The most I ever 
raised in one year was seven hundred chickens. My 
family helped me look after them and when there was 
heavy work to be done, I hired a man. I also milked 
cows and sold cream. We had cattle and I did a little 
bit of grain farming, but the grain was used mostly 
for the cattle, chickens, and hogs. 

Wm. and Sophia Kozun. 

My oldest daughter, Marie, as I had mentioned 
before, was born in May of 1939. She was a big help 
on the farm. She attended the old school for four 
years and then when the new school was built she 
attended it for five years. On account of scarlet fever, 
she lost two years in school and at the age of 14, she 
did not wish to continue her schooling. She worked 
on the farm till 1958, when she married Nick Gen
soriek. They have seven children; (Wayne, Betty, 
Rose, Carol, Bradley, Bonnie, and Justin). At pres
ent they are living in Rossbum. 

My one and only son, Eugene, was born in June 
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of 1941. Eugene attended the old school for two years 
and Chmelnycki School for seven years. He farmed 
with me throughout all the years until 1975. He then 
met and married Evelyn Obedniak and they are now 
living in Brandon. 

Helen was born in March of 1943. She lived at 
home for four years and then stayed with Sophia's 
parents in Rossburn. She attended school in 
Rossbum, and left for Winnipeg to go to Red River 
College in 1961. She worked in Winnipeg as a secre
tary, till she met Paul Stanchuk and married him in 
1966. They have one son, Barry, and are now living 
in Winnipeg. 

Our next daughter, Phyllis, was born in April of 
1944. She attended Chmelnycki School and then 
rode the bus and attended Rossbum High School. 
She was one of the first children to ride on the bus, 
driven by my nephew, John Kozun. After three 
years, Harry Drosdowski took over, driving a bigger 
bus. Phyllis attended school until Grade XI and then 
lived in Calgary, Alberta, for one year with her 
cousin. In Calgary, she attended the Modem Busi
ness College and acquired a degree in Accounting 
and Secretarial. She came back and worked in Win
nipeg until she got married in 1964 to Henry Hru
beniuk. They have one daughter, Jewel, and are at 
present living on a f<::·m in the Rossburn area. 

Anne was born in October of 1947. She attended 
Chmelnycki Sch(lol for eight years and then 
Rossbum High School for four years. In 1967 she 
started work in the Toronto-Dominion Bank. She 
married Nelson Luhowy in 1969 and they have one 
son, Troy. They are living in Rossbum and she is still 
working at the bank. 

Judy was born in July of 1949. She went to 
Chmelnycki School for eight years and Rossbum 
High School for two years. She then left for Win
nipeg and at present is working in the St. Boniface 
Hospital. 

Ollie was born in September of 1950; the first 
baby born in the Rossbum District Hospital. She 
attended Chmelnycki School for eight years and 
Rossbum High School for four years. She graduated 
in 1970 and worked in Rossbum as a telephone oper
ator. She then married Leonard Mackendenski in 
1971. They moved to Carman and lived there till 
1973, and returned to Rossbum. They had two chil
dren, Luanna and Ashley. Their daughter, Luanna, 
died suddenly at the age of seven years on March 17, 
1979. At present they are living in Rossbum and she 
is working part time at the Toronto-Dominion Bank. 

Diane was born in March of 1952. She attended 
Chmelnycki School for six years, Rossbum Elemen
tary for two years and Rossbum High School for four 
years. In 1970 she met and married Tom Lawless. 



They have two children, Laurette and Lome. They 
are living on a farm in the Rossbum area. 

Verlene was born in July of 1954. She attended 
Chmelnycki School for four years, Rossbum Ele
mentary for four years, and Rossbum High School 
for two years. She then moved to Winnipeg and lived 
with her sister, Judy. She attended school there for 
one more year and then got ajob. In 1976 she married 
Randy Bruce. They are living in Winnipeg and she is 
working at the Manitoba Motor Vehicle Branch. 

In 1975, health reasons claimed our retirement. 
We sold our farm and had a sale. We bought Howard 
and Anne McIntosh's house in Rossbum and are at 
present still living there. 

Bill Kozun 

Kreshewski 
John Kreshewski was born in 1871 in the munic

ipality of Dowietkowic in the village of Chortkiw in 
the country of Austria. Mary Stech was born in 1873 
and came from the same village. They were married 
in 1894. 

Their son Michael was born in 1899 and when he 
was two years old they arrived in Canada by ship in 
1901. 

From Halifax, they went by rail to Shoal Lake. 
Michael Murainetz was an agent at Shoal Lake who 
looked after the people, and sending them on further 
if they wished to do so. If the immigrants decided to 
go on further, they were sent to Mr. Wyman and the 
Baldrow Brothers. These people were responsible 
for transporting the new comers from Strathclair or 
Shoal Lake to the Olha district. 

John, Mary and their son Michael lived with a 
family by Rossbum Church Farms before settling in 
the Marco district, along the Riding Mountain Na
tional Park. 

The cost of a homestead was ten dollars, but 
before you could obtain a deed for your land, you had 
to have cleared three acres and own one or two cows. 

Besides farming their own land, they also helped 
out at other farmers. John worked away from home in 
areas around Hamiota, Kenton, Shoal Lake for the 
amount of twenty or thirty dollars a month. Mary 
would stay at home looking after the children and the 
farm, also the cattle usually grazed in the Riding 
Mountain National Park. The land was cleared by 
oxen, and a grub hoe and a lot of it was done by 
human hands. 

John and Mary had seven more children born in 
Canada. Nick, Joseph, Nellie, Ann, Stanley, 
William, Teenie and Margaret. 

Stanley died at the age of nine and John's wife 
Mary died at the age of 35 in the spring of 1918, in the 
Shoal Lake Hospital. 
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John Kreshewski and his grandchildren. 

John's son Joseph recalls that at the age of ten, he 
used to drive the oxen to town fourteen miles away. 
This trip to town took five hours. They also used to 
cut grain with a binder pulled by three oxen. They 
bought their first team of horses from George Ka
rashewich, who lived in Seech, for $250.00. 

John lived in the Marco district until he moved to 
Rossbum where he lived with his son Joseph and his 
family. He lived here till his death in January 1954. 

Mike was born in 1899 and came to Canada with 
his parents in 1901. He worked on farms around 
Kenton. At the age of 12 he was employed at Bob 
Peden's sawmill. He also worked at Tom Bewza's 
sawmill. It is said that Mike was a very hard worker 
and because of this hurt himself; which later left him 
crippled for life. 

Ann Cheguis, the daughter of Martin Cheguis 
and Pearl Berehulka was born December 28, 1901. 
She worked on farms around Oak River, Kelloe and 
Lavinia for $10 a month, as time went on it was $18 a 
month then $35. 

On January 29th 1919, Mike married Ann in the 
Rossburn Polish Farm Church. They lived and 
farmed in the Marco district until they retired and 
moved to Shoal Lake in 1961. 

Mike died on December 20th, 1969. His wife 
Ann lives with their son Dick and his family in 
Brandon. 

Mike and Ann have five children, Peter married 
Wilma Reynolds October 10, 1962. They have five 
children; Michael, Lyla, John, Irene, and Heather. 

Dick married Marion Badger October 28, 1950 
and have one son Wayne. 



Sam married Emily Evaniuk Oct. 14, 1961 and' 
have four children, Gary, Diane, Blaine and Allen. 

Tony married Cecila Kokorudz October 7, 1959. 
They have four children, Mary-Ann, Larry, Gayle 
and Jennifer. 

Lena married Leslie Rattray January 2, 1970, and 
have one child Donna. 

Nick was born 1901 and worked at plastering 
houses. He worked in Dauphin then moved to Toron
to where he lived for about 30 years. He lives in 
Shoal Lake since his retirement when he moved back 
from Toronto. 

At a young age he hurt his back very badly when 
the horses he was driving ran away, upset the cultiva
tor and dragged him along the ground. He suffered 
greatly from this accident and even today the hump 
on his back is still noticed because of this. 

Joseph was born August 6, 1906, and also at the 
age of 12 went to work for various farmers. He 
worked for Steve Nychuk by King George School, 
Joe Matiation of Oakbum and Percy Coolie of Sols
girth. 

Then he went with Frank Zegalski and Kathleen 
Twerdun to work on Andy Riddel's farm in Hamiota. 
From here Joseph went to Fork River where he 
worked for Joe Chupka, seeking better work, Joe and 
four other men went to look for work in Saskatche
wan. They arrived in Weyburn, paid 25 cents for a 
room to stay the night and the next day were hired for 
$45 a month to work for Bob Benson. Joe was not 
satisfied and returned to Weybum. Here a new sight 
amazed him. The train had just came into town and 
with it brought huge machinery, something new that 
Joe had not seen before. Curiosity made Joe ask 
questions and he found out that this equipment was 
going to be used in building a road from Weybum to 
Regina, on the south side of the railway track. Find
ing the man in charge he asked for a job and got 
hired. The first thing to be done was to unload sixty 
horses, the machinery and then set up camp. Sixteen 
horses were used on the grader (then it was called an 
elevator). Ten horses were put up front and six horses 
were put behind. A tongue and two wheels pushed 
the grader from behind and a big disc cut the dirt 
which then fell on a belt that took it up to the dump 
wagon. The year was 1926 and the wage on this road 
gang was $65 per month. 

After freeze up Joe returned to Fork River and 
worked on Jack Mickeyela's farm. 

In 1929 he married Lena Panko. Lena was born 
September 7, 1912 and was the daughter of John 
Panko and Mary Federowich. 

Joe and Lena farmed four years north of Dauphin 
and four children were born here, Peter, William 
(Bill), Alex and Louise. Then with his family and ten 
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head of cattle they moved to Marco where they lived 
for a year. 

In 1935, Joe met Dunc MacIntosh a real estate 
agent, who told him of available land by Vista. Joe 
went up to Vista with Mr. MacIntosh to see the land. 
However, Joe refused to buy this land as he found out 
that the land Mr. MacIntosh wanted to sell was 
worked by his cousin Bill Yaskiw. 

Later on Mr. MacIntosh took Joe one and half 
miles west of Rossburn to look at the land that was 
available there. A deal was made to purchase this 
land for $5000, with a down payment of $100. This 
place was known as Peden's farm rented at this time 
by Joe Juce. 

The Kreshewski family and the Juce family lived 
together for two weeks before an agreement was 
made to please Mr. Juce, he would not move out 
because that spring he had put in forty acres of wheat 
and twenty acres of oats. 

Thinking of being had Joe then walked to Oak
burn to see Dunc MacIntosh and find out what was 
going on, Mr. MacIntosh then explained that Peden's 
farm was owned by the Great West Company and 
they had rented it out to Mr. Juce on a trial basis. The 
Company felt that Mr. Juce was not keeping up to his 
part of the deal and that he had been refused in 
renting it for another year. Joe then told Mr. MacIn
tosh that Mr. Juce would not move out because he had 
put in his crop. The only solution then was that Joe 
had to pay Mr. Juce for the seed. 

After one year farming here, Joe paid $80 in 
taxes and the company's one half share of the grain 
harvested, a total of $16 was left to live on during the 
coming winter. 

It was fortunate Jack Stitt approached Joe and 
asked him if he would haul wood for the Rossburn 
School. Joe agreed and was paid one dollar for each 
load he brought in, he usually brought three loads a 
day. 

Malick Peikoff then sold Joe a wood sawing outfit 
for $90. This was previously owned by Vernon 
Hamilton and consisted of a crusher, truck, engine 
and saw blade. (In 1980, Joe sold this same engine to 
an antique dealer. The engine hadn't been used for 27 
years.) Joe used to saw wood and crush chop for 
neighbors at $7 a day. Around this time wheat sold 
for 37 cents a bushel and cows sold about $150 each. 

Joe recalls the first year he ploughed and culti
vated his land, he had a six foot cultivator pulled by 
four horses. The gophers were so bad that they used 
to get trampled and run over by the plough wheel. 
Looking back he remembers of a harvest season 
when he threshed a 150 acre crop for Joe Huston in 
five hours. That same year he had one bin of grain 
and in that bin in each corner he had his wheat, barley 
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and oats that he had just harvested. The funny part 
Joe recalls is, although it was so dry, crops were poor, 
the hay was plentiful. He used to buy hay from the 
Indian Reserve at three dollars a load and haul it 
home across the river with a team of horses and a 
rack. 

Each summer an inspector from the Great West 
Company would come and check to see how things 
were progressing. The land Joe had cleared was done 
by horses, later by tractor. The inspector came to Joe 
and told him that he was impressed with his work, so 
would give him another chance and he could rebuy 
his land if he so desired. Joe was astonished that his 
payments on the farm were not decreasing but in fact 
after five years he still owed five thousand dollars, 
two thousand interest. So the deal was remade for 
$5000 once again 

Joe then proceeded to go to Dauphin to see his 
father-in-law, John Panko. The trip took three hours 
in his '28 Chev. Gas cost three gallons for one dollar. 
He informed his father-in-law what had happened. 
Then a letter was written by Joe's sister-in-law Ann, 
(she taught school in Oakbum around this time). In 
this letter to the Company Joe informed them that the 
value of the land was not worth $5000, as they were 
asking but its value was worth around $3500-$4000. 
Also two thousand dollars was enclosed as further 
payment on the purchase. No answer was heard from 
the Company for three months. It came just before 
harvest. In this letter the Company would settle for 
four thousand dollars. That fall crops were good and 
the price went up to 75 cents a bushel. That fall the 
farm was bought by Joe from the Great West Compa
ny. 

In 1952, Joe purchased a new Massey 44 tractor 
from Kostiuk in Angusville for $2700.00. He bought 
a Red River special threshing machine for $1300 
from Donald MacDonald. Joe used to thresh for his 
friends and neighbors, such as Pat Heneghan, Gluch, 
Zosiuk, Strank, Yaskiw and Ukrainitz, for 12 cents a 
bushel. This went on for a period of nine years. 

Then in 1955, Jack Stitt approached Joe and 
asked him if he'd be interested in contracting the mail 
to be hauled to Glen Elmo and Mears. He got the 
contract for six years and also bought a snow plane 
from an Indian agent for $250.00 to haul the mail 
during the winter. The mail was dropped off at John 
Plant's and Frank Butler's, every Tuesday and Satur
day. 

Joe also drove the school bus for about ten years. 
Joe and his wife Lena, had fourteen children. 
At the age of 54, Lena died in the Russell Hospi-

talon April 14, 1967. 
At the age of 74, Joe lives with his son Terry and 

his family on the farm west of town. 
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Peter born in Dauphin on October, 1932, farms 
north west of Rossbum. He married Marion Juba in 
1955. In 1973 they moved to town and presently he is 
a councillor for the Alcoholic Anonymous. They 
have six children; Patricia, lives in Calgary, Sharon, 
Marianne, Johnathon, David, and Jason at home. 

William (Bill) born in Dauphin on December 
1933, he married Lorraine Kendal in 1959. They 
have four children; Barry, Theresa, Brenda and 
Robert. 

Alexander (Alex) was also born in Dauphin in 
1934. He married Elsie Hlady in 1957. He taught 
school in Glen Elmo 1955-1956 and is presently 
teaching in Swan River. They have a family of three, 
Cynthia (Mrs. Don Bobick) and daughter Nicole, 
Colleen and Richard. 

Louise born May 1936 in Dauphin married Ar
chie Fiel in 1956. Louise worked in the Rossbum 
Hospital for four years. In 1960 they moved to 
Dauphin. They have two children, Daryl attending 
university in Winnipeg and Darlene, who is also 
working in Winnipeg. 

Marie (Murnie) born September 1937. She 
worked in Cleland's Store for a number of years and 
in 1957 married William Antonyshyn. They have 
four children, Cheryl (Mrs. Jozef Novak), Gail, 
Kathy and William Jr. (Billy). 

Florence born February 1939. She taught in Clark 
School in 1957-1958 and in 1960 married Clifford 
Lamy. They have two sons, Richard and Jerry. 

Edward born April 1940. He worked for Man
itoba Hydro, then went to work in Toronto for a few 
years. He married Velma Maddock in 1962 and then 
in 1964 they returned to Rossbum to farm. They have 
two sons, Rory and Ronald. 

Shirley born September 1941 taught school in 
Amaranth and Churchill. In 1966, she married Neil 
Craig and moved to Midland, Ontario, they have two 
sons, Myles and Bryan. 

Hazel born December 1943 works as an R.N. in 
the Health Sciences Center. She married Richard 
Stack in 1967 and they have two children, Kimberly 
and Jason. 

Michael born July 1945. He worked for Manitoba 
Hydro then moved to Toronto. In 1970 he moved to 
Calgary. He married Cathy Oshshe in 1972 and has 
one son Kevin. 

Elaine born September 1947, married Jim Mand
ziuk in 1967. They have two children, Kevin and 
Terri. 

Judy born September 1948, married Wayne Bart
kiw in 1967. They have four children, Tracey, Trevor, 
Lori Anne and Wade. 

Terry born 1952. He married Colleen Kelly in 
1976 and have two children Shaun and Janette. 



Carol Ann (known as Connie) born July 1955 and 
in 1972 married Loather Roessing. They have two 
children, Michael and Krista. 

Nellie was born May, 1908 and in 1929 married 
William Kaban in the Olha Church. They farmed in 
the Marco district until November, 1958, when they 
moved into Rossburn. William died at the age of 77 
in October, 1980. They have three children. 

Stella born December, 1930, married Joseph 
Zimmerman in 1949. They farm around Solsgirth 
and have six children; Leonard married Lesley 
Hrysak. Arnold married Diane Schreyer. Ronald, 
Darlene married George Kuskowich, Diane and 
Leslie. 

Helen born November 1932, married Henry Zim
merman in 1951. Helen and Henry farmed north east 
of Rossburn for 26 years and then moved into 
Rossburn in November of 1978. They have two sons. 

Henry P. Jr. born December 1, 1953, married Jean 
Juba of Birtle in 1977. Henry and Jean reside in 
Calgary and have two children, Brandy and Daniel. 

Robert born May, 1956, married Patricia Radford 
in 1977. They live in Regina and have two children, 
Tracey and David. 

Sam born March 1936, married Margaret Cam
eron in October 1957 and live in Winnipeg. They 
have a family of five, Priscilla, Philip, Celesta, 
Richard and Jennifer. 

Ann was born May 26, 1911, and married Joseph 
Bobinski Oct. 2, 1938, at the Oakburn Farms Roman 
Catholic Church. They farmed in the Rossburn dis
trict and later moved south west of Shoal Lake and in 
1945 moved north of Shoal Lake, where they farmed 
until Joseph's passing in September, 1973. He died at 
the age of sixty at the Shoal Lake Hospital. 

They have three children; Ed married Bernice 
Hackowski and have three children. Josephine mar
ried Barry Hrysak and have three children. Chris
tine. 

William was born in 1910 and died at the age of 68 
in the Yukon on June 1978. He is buried in the Shoal 
Lake Cemetery. As a young man he sought employ
ment in Ontario, returned and then went to work in 
the gold mines in the Yukon. He lived in White 
Horse till his passing. 

Teenie was born in 1915. She married Nick Mar
yniuk in 1941 and moved to St. Catherines for a 
period of four years. They returned to Rossburn in 
1945 and farmed north of Rossburn for seven years. 
In 1953 they moved to a farm west of Rossburn where 
they farmed for twenty years. Upon their retirement 
in 1974, they moved to the town of Rossburn where 
they still reside. Nick and Teenie have two children; 
Ronald born 1943 married Marilyn Collins in 1970. 
He is presently employed in Gladstone, and they 
have three children, Lori, Brent, and Denton. 
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Elaine born 1947 married Richard Baydak in 
1968. They have two children, Melanie and Scott. 
They reside in Calgary. 

Margaret was born May 10, 1917 and married 
Alex Yanick in April 26, 1939. Alex was a widower, 
left with five children, Peter who married Teenie 
Fiarchuk and have three children Doreen, Rudy and 
Vern. Allister. Larry married Frankie Filuak and 
have two children David and Jane. Steve died as a 
young boy and Joseph died as an infant. 

Margaret, Alex and his three sons farmed in the 
Olha district and later moved to Shoal Lake, where 
they farmed until their retirement. Alex died in 1977. 
Margaret lives in Shoal Lake and works in the Shoal 
Lake Hospital. Margaret and Alex had fifteen chil
dren, twelve still living. 

Mary, the oldest child, died in infancy June 1940. 
Stephen died at the age of 19 in August 21,1965 in 

an automobile accident. 
Connie born 1956 died in 1957. 
Sonia married Wally Wonsul of Minnedosa in 

November 1959 and have four children; Connie, 
Kimberly, Michael and Roxanne. 

Barbara married Harold Marten August 5, 1961 
and have two children, Marcey and Robert. 

Marilyn married Wally Janoweron June 12,1965, 
and have three children, John, Jay and Jason. 

Patsy married Ben Sheuvera on June 24, 1979 
and have two children, Shane and Shanna. 

Tony married Marion Dunn October 1974 and 
have one child Toby. 

Shirley married Rafalo Duran of Mexico on Janu
ary 1975 and have two children, Alexander and Doe. 

Ronald married Kathy Vennving on July 1974. 
They have three children, Tracey, Avery, and Ste
phen. 

Johnny married Ardie Schroeder in October 1975 
and have one child Jarred. 

Donald married Sandy Nickels on July 5, 1980. 
Debbie married Brian Snow in December 1979, 

and have one child, Jimmy. 
Irene and Wesley still live at Shoal Lake with 

their mother. 

Mykita Krysowaty 
Mykita and Nastasia Krysowaty hoped for a bet

ter future for themselves and their family and in 
1899, immigrated to Canada from the Village of 
Wi1chiwic, District of Husiatyn in Ukraine. They 
came with their four children; two sons, Steve and 
Anton and two daughters, Katherine and Julia. 

Krysowatys were one of the seven families that 
first lived in the buddas on "Swistun's farm". Later 
they built a two room log house and settled on N .E. Y4 
24-19-23, near Olha, Manitoba. They were faced 
with poverty and hardships like their surrounding 



Mykita and Nastasia Krysowaty. 

neighbours. They farmed and lived in the area until 
their demise. 

Steve married Sophie Herchak in 1908 and they 
had seven children, 4 daughters and 3 sons. Anton 
married Katherine Sydor and they had 3 daughters 
and 2 sons; Katherine married Fred Stebeleski and 
they had 8 children, 2 daughters and 6 sons; Julia 
married Dmytro Kowal and they had 10 children, 6 
daughters and 4 sons. 

The family were faithful members of St. 
Michael's Ukrainian Catholic Church, Olha, Man
itoba. Their final resting place is in the church ceme
tery. 

Nastasia died in 1933 and Mykita lived to the age 
of 94 and died in 1949. 

Submitted by Joe Krysowaty 

Steve Krysowaty 
Steve was born in the Village of Wilchiwic, dis

trict of Husiatyn in Ukraine on December 25, 1885. 
He came to Canada with his parents, Mykita and 
Nastasia Krysowaty in 1899 at 14 years of age. 

Steve purchased the N.E. Y4 25-19-23 from the 
Provincial Government on August 11, 1906 at $5.50 
an acre for a total price of $88.00. There was consid
erable water on this land. He was granted patent on 
December 29, 1916. 

In 1908, Steve married Sophie Herchak and they 
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lived and farmed on the N.E. Y4 25-19-23 nearOlha, 
Manitoba until their demise. The family worshipped 
in St. Michael's Ukrainian Catholic Church, Olha, 
Manitoba. 

Steve and Sophie Krysowaty had seven children. 
Mary was born in 1909 and died at a tender age of two 
years. Ann was born on April 29, 1911 and married 
Paul Didych. They had three children, Walter, Eliz
abeth and Matt. Ann died in 1960. 

Teenie was born in February, 1913 and in 1933, 
she married Peter Kondrat. They had three children, 
2 daughters Ann and Stella and one son, Ronnie. In 
December of 1977, Peter passed away. Teenie con
tinued living in Oakburn until November, 1980 then 
took up residence in Dauphin. 

Sam was born in February, 1915 and married 
Mary Chupa. He served in World War II and lost his 
life in Sicily, Italy in 1944. They had two sons, Frank 
and Victor. 

Peter was born in June 1917. He also served in the 
army in Canada during World War II. He lived in the 
Menzie area and died in 1973. 

Nick was born in 1920. He was the third son of 
Steve and Nastasia Krysowaty to serve in World War 
II and was wounded during service. He married Ann 
Mede and they presently reside at Middlebro, Man
itoba. 

Betty, the youngest daughter, was born in 1922. 
She married Fred Ewasiuk and they had two sons, 
Teddy and Elmer. Betty passed away in 1952. 

Hardships struck the Krysowaty family when 
Sophie died on August 20,1923 and left a very young 
family. 

In 1928, Steve remarried to Yustina Maduke. She 
was a widow from the old country who came to 
Canada with one son, Bill Maduke, who was 10 years 
of age. Steve and Yustina continued farming on the 
N.E. Y4 25-19-23 W. 

From this marriage there were two sons, Joseph 
born on December 16, 1930 and Metro born on Sep
tember 14, 1932. 

In 1945 Bill Maduke married Mary Maksymatz 
and they have three children, two daughters, Sylvia 
and Melvine and one son, Lawrence. 

Steve passed away on March 1, 1965 and three 
weeks later his son, Metro, died. Yustina died on 
December 23, 1968. This family rests in the Olha 
Church Cemetery. 

I continued farming the original homestead until 
1972 when I sold the land to Leonard Manuliak, 
except the yard and buildings, where I still reside. 
Since January, 1969, I have been working on and off 
for Domco Caterers in northern Manitoba as a Cook. 

submitted by 
Joe Krysowaty 



Kukurmlz 
Wasyl Kukurudz was born in 1842 in the Village 

of Poberezhee, province of Stanislav, Ukraine. In 
1904 seeking a better way of life for his family, he 
immigrated to Canada to the Rossbum district. He 
stayed with the Andrew Toupnyk family who had 
immigrated from the same region in the Ukraine 
several years earlier. 

Wasyl homesteaded N.W. 15-20-23 near Marco, 
now owned by Ed Mychasiw. For several years he 
worked for other farmers as well as clearing his own 
land and building a simple home. 

Wasyl Kukurudz (right) and a friend and neighbor, 
Skomorowski, in 1917. 

In the spring of 1911, Wasyl had enough money 
saved to bring his wife (Eudocia Chomica who was 
born in 1868 in the village of Stryhanytsi, province of 
Stanislav) and his five children to Canada. Nick born 
1885, Mike 1892, Tacia 1895, Ann 1900, and Mary 
1903. In May of 1912 a son John was born, the only 
child to be born in Canada. 

In 1915 Wasyl was able to build a better home, 
which is still standing today. For many years the 
Kukurudz family opened their home to newly arrived 
immigrants who in tum gave them the much needed 
help in clearing the bush off the land. 

The family attended St. Peter and Paul Ukrainian 
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Catholic Church which was built on a twelve acre site 
near Rossman Lake. 

The four older children had received some educa
tion in the Ukraine, but did not attend school in 
Canada as they were needed at home. 

Mary and John attended Ruska Rawa school. 
Mary for two years and John completed grade four. 

The oldest son Nick married Mary 
Skomorowski. They purchased land in Petlura, Man
itoba, but lived with his parents for several years, 
helping his aging father and receiving help in return. 
Nick and Mary were active members of the church 
and the newly built Marco Hall. Nick is being listed 
as one of the first paid members. Nick and Mary had 
five children. 

Standing, Left to Right: Mary Muzolowski, Mike Kukurudz, 
Tacia Nowasad. Seated: Mrs. Wasyl (Eudocia) Kukurudz. 

Mike and his wife Lena (Sitlar) have two girls, 
Iris who is married to Westly Bugra, and Linda. 
Mike is presently farming in Petlura. Stanley and his 
wife Jennie have two children, Lisa and Tracy and are 
residing in British Columbia. Olga and her husband, 
Rudy Lalonde of Sudbury, Ontario have two chil
dren, Gayle Tamowyce and Allan. Matt and his wife 
Jean (White) of Grandview, Manitoba have one son, 
Jackie. Willie and his wife Olivia (Karoway) reside in 



Sudbury, Ontario with their three children Miles, 
Gloria and Wendy. 

Nick passed away in 1946 and his wife Mary is 
presently residing in a Grandview Senior Citizens 
Home. 

Wasyl and Eudocia's second son Mike and his 
wife Ann (Leschyshyn) built a home on the same 
quarter as his parents. They later bought a farm in 
Petlura. Four children were born to them. The oldest 
son Bill and his wife Pat (Joy) had three daughters 
Nancy, Beverly and Lynn. Bill passed away in the 
latter 1970's. Russell, whereabouts unknown. Elea
nor, is a nun in Yorkton, Saskatchewan and Delmar 
runs the family farm in Petlura where his parents still 
reside. 

Tacia was the first daughter born to Wasyl and 
Eudocia. She married Peter Nowasad and had six 
children. They farmed in the Petlura area. The first 
child, Mary and her husband Matt Chuchmuch re
side in Winnipeg and have two children. Larry and 
his wife Pat (Shwaluk) have two girls, Nicole and 
Laurie and reside in Winnipeg. Dennis and his wife 
Susan (Harder) reside in B.C. and have one daughter 
Sherry. Nellie and her husband Harry Yuiry reside in 
Roblin and have two sons. Matt and his wife Stella 
(Wawryszyn) reside in Sudbury, Ontario and have 
two sons, Mark and Greg. 

Boris and his wife Susan (Tomiciuk) live in Brit
ish Columbia. Bill and his wife Ann (Kuzuk) live in 
Roblin. They have three children. Boris and his wife 
Adeline (Lulashyuk) reside in Dauphin with their two 
girls, Pamela and Cherise. Eleanor and her husband 
Danny Zimmer have two children, Amber Dawn and 
Derrick. They reside in Edmonton, Alberta. Pat and 
her husband Donnie Cross and son Devin live in 
Roblin. Ann and her husband Tony Zdebiak reside in 
Port Alberni, British Columbia. They have two sons, 
Willie and his wife Doris (Rieder) have two children, 
Leanne and Mark. Maurice and his wife Faye 
(Butler) have one daughter, Nicole. Irene and her 
husband George Wade have one son Maurice. 
Maurice and his wife Diane have one daughter, Tri
cia. They all reside in Montreal. Matt of Levack, 
Ontario and his wife Pauline (Thibeault) had three 
children. Michael, Donna and Danny. Matt passed 
away in 1973. Tacia passed away in 1958 and her 
husband Peter several years later. 

Ann and husband John Wasylk (John now de
ceased) of Winnipeg, had seven children. Mary and 
her husband Andy Huggans have one daughter Nor
ma, Olga and her husband Nick Harrison have three 
sons; Fred and his wife Elaine (Sair) have two girls 
Jennifer and Jill; Douglas is married to Kathy 
(Sutherland) and son Jeffrey is unmarried. Margaret 
married Andy Miller (now deceased) and had three 
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children. Andy Jr. and Marilyn are both married and 
Bill is in university. They all reside in Winnipeg. 
Melford and his wife Elsie (Tucker) reside in British 
Columbia and have two sons Rick and David. Elva 
and her husband Bill Barkwell had two girls. Kerry 
who is married to a Teluck, and Cindy. Joyce and her 
husband Ralph Borger have three sons. Ralph, John 
and Grant. Norma and husband Harry Reeves have 
three girls, Jana, Karen and Leslie. 

Wasyl and Eudocia's third daughter Mary resides 
in Winnipeg. She married Fred Muzolowski who 
passed away in March of 1981. They had six children. 
Ann and her husband Harry Matskiw of Petlura have 
eight children. Matt and his wife Shirley (Berk) of 
Winnipeg have three children. Kim who is married to 
Terry Bailes has two sons Ryan and Adam. Jack and 
his wife Sandra (Douglas) have two children, 
Michelle and Tyler. Donna, widow of Paul Levallee 
lives in Winnipeg. Nellie and her husband Bill Tassos 
of Winnipeg have two girls Ava and Cindy. Mike and 
his wife Kelly (Fitzpatrick) have two sons Douglas 
and Christopher. Wally and his wife Wanda 
(Matlesewsky) and Donnie and Mirlin at home. 
Mary's daughter Stella and her husband Steve 
Swatkoff had no children. Stella passed away in 
1978. Mirlin and his wife J ean (Hopper) of London, 
Ontario have three sons. Ross and his wife Judy 
(Patterson) have two children, Kristen and Brian. 
Ernie and his wife Betti (Gertsma) have three chil
dren Wendy and Danny and Lindsay who are twins. 
Cliff is unmarried. Helen and her husband Jerry 
Carter of Washington D. C. have two sons, Larry and 
his wife Shirley who have two girls, Kerry and Mol
ly. The second son Bob is at home. Ernie, who 
passed away in December 1980, married Rose Mis
kewize and had one child Diane. Diane is married to 
Mr. Crippen and has one son, Christopher. Olga and 
her husband Bill Makuch of Burnaby, B. C. have one 
girl, Janis. 

Wasyl and Eudocia's youngest son John, now of 
Brandon, married Stella Wowk and had five chil
dren. The oldest child Margaret lived only three 
hours after her birth in 1935. Boris and his wife 
Eileen (Walter) live in Brandon. They have four 
children. Ken who married Michelle Adamski, 
Robert and twin daughters Shelley and Sherie at 
home. Walter and his wife Winnifred (Strong) reside 
in Pinawa with their two children Joanne and Grant. 
Orest and his wife Pat (Twerdun) and children Carla 
and Bradley live in Winnipeg. A daughter Sylvia 
lives in Prince Rupert, B.C. 

John and Nick helped their father farm the home
place until 1933 when Nick moved his family to a 
farm he had purchased earlier in the Petlura area. 
John continued farming until 1945 when he rented 



the land and opened a store in his home. In 1946 he 
built a store with a poolroom on the NE comer of 
Marco crossroads. The home quarter was sold to 
Mike Chomica in 1947, and the store was in opera
tion until 1950. 

Wasyl passed away in 1935 at the age of93 years. 
He is buried at the Rossburn Farms cemetery on the 
twelve acre site of St. Peter and Paul's Ukrainian 
Catholic Church. 

Eudocia lived, on the home quarter with John, 
his wife Stella and family for 13 years, before mov
ing to Petlura to reside with her daughter Tacia and 
family. Eudocia passed away in 1953 at the age of 85 
years. She is buried in the Ukrainian Catholic Ceme
tery in Petlura. 

Wasyl Kukurudz, a man already passed his prime 
(62 years) immigrated to Canada to seek a better way 
of life for himself and his family. 

Wasyl and his wife Eudocia not only brought over 
a proud heritage but also made life a little better for 
all of their descendants. Due to the courage and 
determination of this man, there are now 133 living 
descendants in all walks of life, in Canada and the 
United States. 

Fred (Fedor) and Teenie (Tekla) Kurchaba 
Fred Kurchaba was born on February 26, 1889 in 

the Village of Wilkiwchyk, District of Husiatyn, in 
the Western Ukraine. Like many other of his country
men, he heard of Canada and of the opportuni ties that 
were available, and in order to escape the oppression 
of the peoples of his country, he decided to come to 
Canada. After a lengthy voyage across the ocean, 
then by rail from the east coast to Winnipeg, he 
arrived there on May 5th, 1907 at the tender age of 17 
years. His ambition was to improve his lot and to do 
so accepted any kind of work that was offered to him. 
One of the jobs he had was being a water boy for a 
railway gang. 

In 1911, he bought a Y4 section farm north of 
Oakburn (NW 16-19-23) and rented it to his brother 
Stanley, and kept on working in order to make some 
money to buy some necessities. 

On February 27, 1913 he married Teenie (Tekla) 
Koltucky who came from the same place as Fred and 
came to Canada in the spring of 1899. She remained 
on the farm he had bought and Fred kept on working 
in Winnipeg until 1917. He then came back to the 
farm and worked it until 1922. He decided to sell this 
quarter to his brother and then bought a half section 
(N Y214-19-23), and farmed there until 1947 when he 
sold out to his eldest son Michael, who still owns it. 
Fred and Teenie moved to the Village of Rossburn for 
their retirement. He was a progressive farmer and 
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always endeavoured to reap fruits for his efforts and 
labours. 

They were blessed with four children - Michael 
of Rossburn, Paul of Mississauga, Ontario, Anne 
(Shust) of Rossburn, and Ernest of Winnipeg. Teenie 
passed away in 1968 in Brandon after a lengthy 
illness and Fred passed away in 1975 in the Holy 
Family Nursing Home in Winnipeg. 

Both were granted their wish to be buried in the 
Greek -Orthodox parish cemetery in Oakburn. 

Kurchaba 
Peter Kurchaba along with his two brothers, Paul 

and Nicholas, left Husiatyn, Ukraine, and came to 
Canada in 1904. Peter worked on the track in areas 
throughout Canada. These included Portage la Prai
rie, Manitoba, Swift Current, Saskatchewan, Nel
son, B. C. and on the track running through Oakburn, 
Manitoba. In 1910, he settled at Seech, among the 
Ukrainian settlers who also came from Husiatyn, 
Ukraine and the surrounding areas. In 1911, he mar
ried Annie Karasevich, the only daughter of Fred and 
Tetiana Karasevich. They settled at Seech, Man
itoba, where they farmed and kept the Post Office for 
many years. They raised a family of eight children
Stella, Michael, Nicholas, Joseph, Margaret, 
George, Louis, and Lena. 

Stella married John Slota of Oakbank, Manitoba. 
They had three children - Michael, Madelaine and 
James. Stella died in 1961. 

Michael owned a farm at Seech and now resides 
at Rossburn, Manitoba. 

In 1942, Nick married Sophie Nychuk, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wasyl Nychuk. They 
farmed at Seech, then took over the Post Office at 
Seech and ran it until 1964. Together with Mr. Gerald 
Nychuk, they bought the Rossburn Solo Store. A few 
years later they took over full proprietorship of the 
store. They have two children, Mrs. Melvyne Straub 
and Terry. Nick passed away in 1980 and Terry took 
over the business. 

Joseph was in the armed forces for five years 
during the second World War. He married Margaret 
Gregorash, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Gre
gorash. He resided in Winnipeg and had one child, 
Joan Stelmechak. Joan now resides in B. C. Joseph 
died in 1966. 

Margaret resides in Brandon, Manitoba. George 
resides at the home place at Seech. He married Eliz
abeth Jumaga, daughter of Paul Jumaga. They have 
three children - Georgina, Patricia, and Gary. 

Louis resides in Rossburn. He married Phyllis 
Prosak, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Prosak of 
Seech, Manitoba. They have two daughters, Marilyn 
and Bernice and one son, Jason. 



Lena resides in Red Deer, Alberta. She married 
Albert Harris and has two sons, Gary and Ryan and 
one daughter, Orina. 

Mrs. Annie Kurchaba passed away in 1961 and 
Mr. Peter Kurchaba in 1968. 

Louis Kurchaba 
Louis Kurchaba, youngest son of Peter and An

nie Kurchaba of Seech, Manitoba, was born at 
Oakburn, Manitoba on August 16, 1927. 

He attended public school at Seech and com
pleted high school at Oakburn. 

After completing Grade twelve and a six week 
summer school, Louis taught on permit for one year 
at Shell Vale, Manitoba, near Inglis. 

After completing one year teaching on permit, 
Louis and his sister, Lena, attended Normal School at 
Tuxedo, Manitoba. While at Normal School Louis 
participated in all sports and Ukrainian dances. 

After the year at Normal School, Louis taught 
two years at Karpaty school in St. Martin, Manitoba 
and nine years at Seech where Louis took his early 
years of education. 

In 1959, Louis began teaching high school at 
Inglis, Manitoba, where he remained for six years. 
He then moved to Rossburn, in 1966, where he has 
been teaching at the Rossburn Collegiate ever since. 

He has attended many summer schools at the 
University of Manitoba and University of Brandon 
and has successfully achieved his B.A. Degree from 
the University of Manitoba and his B. Ed. from the 
University of Brandon. 

In 1961, Louis married Phyllis Prosak, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Prosak. They were blessed with 
two daughters, Marilyn and Bernice, and one son, 
Jason. 

Louis is very interested in public life. He was a 
village councillor in Rossbum from 1969 to 1970. In 
1970, he became mayor of Rossburn and served in 
that position until 1977. In 1980 he was re-elected as 
mayor and still serves as mayor. 

He is a member of the Rossburn Lions Club and 
has had perfect attendance for nine years. 

Louis serves on the Rossbum Hospital Board as 
director, and on the Credit Union Board as director 
and secretary. 

He has been serving as secretary of the Ukrainian 
National Home at Rossburn, and treasurer of the 
Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church. 

Louis is also the chairman of the Lions Manor at 
Rossburn, Manitoba. 

Louis also enjoys farming which he has done as a 
hobby since 1964. It's the cleanest farm around for 
miles as Louis makes sure the stones are all picked 
nice and early every year. 
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Standing, Left to Right: Jason, Marilyn, Bernice. Sitting, Left to 
Right: Louis and Phyllis Kurchaba. 

He also likes carpentering in his spare time. 
As for recreation, Louis enjoys curling, table 

tennis, pool, fastball, golfing, trapping, hunting, 
and dancing. 

The subjects he teaches at Rossburn Collegiate 
are Ukrainian, Biology, Science, and Geography 
from grades nine to twelve. 

Kutzan 
Steve was born in 1858 in the village of Ceelets, 

municipality of Staislow, Western Ukraine. He came 
to Canada in 1901 with his wife Martha, (who was 
born in Ukraine in 1862) and their two daughters, 
Annie the oldest and Irene the youngest. He sold his 
land and bought passage for himself and his family to 
the new world. 1901 is recorded in history as the great 
migration year of Europeans to North America. 

They travelled by ship for six weeks - Martha 
had sea sickness along with a lot of others. They 
arrived at Halifax in spring, then travelled by train to 
Montreal and on to Winnipeg. In Winnipeg there was 
a few days stay, and again they travelled by train to 
Shoal Lake, from there by wagon and horses. But not 
everybody rode on the wagon. Men and stronger 
women walked along side, only baggage, children 
and the elderly rode in the wagon. They rode through 
Indian trails and the wagon got bogged down so the 
horses couldn't pull it out; the men had to go in the 
mud and push it out. 

They came to a family they knew from the old 
country - the Konyks. Konyks came over the year 
before. They stayed with them till they picked out 



their homestead (N.W. 30-21-25). Steve picked an 
area with hills and a lake. A creek also ran through 
the land. He was fond of shooting ducks so if he had a 
lake the ducks would come. The house was built on 
top of the hill, the bam down the hill. The yard is still 
intact minus the house. 

When the first house was being built, Steve took 
sick. He got a friend to help and, with Martha's help, 
the cutting of logs went on. It was fine and well for 
the friend was strong, but Martha, being of small 
build, had a hard time carrying her end of the log. 
She fell down a lot with the log on top of her. 

That was one time she would have gone back to 
the old homeland, had it not meant going six weeks 
on the ship; again, she remembered the sea sickness. 

So the building went on till Steve got better. They 
then bought a cow, and a pair of horses. 

The horses were a good looking pair of dapple 
greys. A wealthy farmer from the south saw this pair 
and offered a lot of money for them. Steve thought 
this over and said, "If a wealthy man finds them so 
desirable, why can't I drive such a team?" He didn't 
sell these horses. Within a year's time, the horses got 
sleeping sickness and both died. These were some of 
the hardships Steve and his family had to face and 
there were a lot of hardships. 

After awhile, Steve got very lonesome for a dear 
friend behind in the Ukraine. 

Steve and Martha Kutzan and daughter Irene as seen in 1915. 

251 

He wrote him saying that Canada was a land of 
milk and honey and that he should come out too. He 
must have been convincing because his friend came 
to Canada with his wife and family. When he arrived 
at Steve and Martha's house, all there was was a lot of 
bush, no roads and so far away from town, he said, 
"Dear friend, what have you done to me - this is 
God forsaken country!" They both embraced and 
cried. But his friend decided to take up a homestead 
and stayed. 

Steve developed asthma and this made it difficult 
for him to farm. 

Martha, his wife, was a hard worker. She sewed 
her own clothes, kept poultry and raised them for 
sale. She grew a big garden, milked cows and picked 
lots of wild berries to sell. 

Their oldest daughter Annie married William 
U shey and they farmed across the road from the 
Kutzans for about 25 years. They then moved to the 
Balfour area. Annie's children are: Mary (Mrs. Al
bert Mushumanski), Lena (Mrs. Fred Glushka), Joe 
who married Lillian Penonzek, Pauline (Mrs. John 
Bulischuk), Peter who married (Annie Hykaway), 
Alex, who married Genevieve Chuchmuch, Minnie 
(Mrs. Nick Magnowski), Helen (Mrs. Mike 
Lasenko), and Louise (Mrs. McQuirre). 

In 1919, Irene married Vincent Gandza and they 
joined the Kutzan household and they farmed to-

Back Row: Joe Penonzek, Joe Ushey, Lillian (Penonzek) 
Ushey and youngest child, Lawrence Gandza. Middle Row: 
Mrs. Annie (Kutzan) Ushey, Mrs. Irene (Kutzan) Gandza, Dan 
Pawluk. Front Row: Randy Pawluk, Mrs. Helen (Gandza) 
Pawluk. 



gether. Irene's children are: Steve, Walter, Helen 
(Mrs. Dan Pawluk), Lawrence, Adolph, Lena (Mrs. 
Milton Ostash), Eugenia (Mrs. Alex Juba), Jerry, 
Mary (Mrs. Tony Sydor), Peter and Joe. 

Martha helped her daughter Annie with the chil
dren. Then Irene's children came so she helped at 
Irene's place when Steve passed away in 1929. Mar
tha stayed with Vincent and Irene and helped them 
with chores and to raise their famil y. In 1941, Martha 
passed away at home. She was missed very much by 
her family. The family missed her kindness and the 
delicious rye bread and goodies that she used to 
make. 

Martha and Steve rest at Ruthenia cemetery, 
close to the church they helped to build and they are 
surrounded by many of the friends, neighbours and 
relatives who rest there also. 

Torn Lawless 
In March 1891, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Lawless and 

their three children came to Rossbum from Gorrie, 
Ontario. They were accompanied by Mrs. Lawless's 
sister and brother-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. John Irwin. 
Mrs. Lawless's and Mrs. Irwin's sister and brother 
were already here. They were Mr. Robt. Wiggins and 
Mrs. Parmarlee, who lived in the valley. 

Being more fortunate than earlier settlers, they 
were able to go by train to Solsgirth. 

The Lawless's settled on the east quarter of 
31-19-24, where they lived until 1916, when they 
moved to Rossbum. They had three children: Eva, 
who married Dan Hamilton; Etta, who married Laird 
Duncanson; and Lome, who married Annie Cor-

Lome and Annie Lawless, Barry and George. 
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mack. Lome stayed on the farm. Mrs. Tom Lawless 
died in 1922. Mr. Lawless later married Mrs. McKin
non. He died in 1936. 

Lome farmed all his life on the same farm 
31-19-24. They had two boys, George and Barrie. 
Mrs. Lawless died in 1948 and Lome died in 1950, 
leaving George and Barrie on the farm. 

George married May Stewart from Grandview. 
They have three children: Dwain, who is now farm
ing on the same farm (the fourth generation); Glen
da, who married Karl Lepischak and lives in 
Winnipeg; and Kerry, who also lives in Winnipeg. In 
1980, George's son, Dwain, married Debbie Ka
thereen Pugh. 

Barrie married Jean Stewart, also of Grandview. 
They had one son, Tom. Barrie and Jean moved to 
the farm the Irwin's had first lived on (W Y2 of E.H. 
31-19-24). Barrie died in 1966. Jean still lives on the 
farm. Their son, Tom, married Diane Kozun and has 
two children, Lorette and Lorne and lives in 
Rossbum. 

George and Mary Lazaruk 
My grandparents, George and Mary Lazaruk 

lived in the village of Poberezha, in the county of 
Halychyna, in Western Ukraine. They had four chil
dren; George, Nastia, Donnia, and Demyan, who 
were all born and grew up in the same village. Letters 
from friends arrived, explaining about Canada, the 
free country, where one was given the opportunity to 
own their own land. In 1900, these families, along 
with many others, took part in this mass migration. 
They sailed across the Atlantic, to the port of 
Halifax. From here they boarded a train, crowded 
with new comers, and their possessions packed in 
large trunks. Shoal Lake was the end of this trip by 
rail. The rest of the trip was by wagons drawn by 
horses, directed by an agent, to a bushy terrain about 
twelve miles north-east of Rossburn, later called 
Marco. 

For the first few days, a tent-contraption was 
utilized, till a temporary "Boodha" was made of thin 
branches, cracks filled with moss, and canvas served 
as a door, to keep out wild animals. What a rush it 
was to clear land for a house, and cut logs by axe, for 
this first home in Canada. Land had to be cleared for 
a garden, to insure there would be food for the winter. 
Families that had come shortly before, shared what 
little they had, to help settle their neighbours before 
the cold winter set in. It was usually the women, who 
mixed the clay and water to plaster the cracks be
tween the logs, that the men had cut, and built into a 
house. Each year, more and more land was cleared, 
enabling the men to sow grain. They made their own 
flour, at times, as money was scarce. Periodic trips 



were made by foot, later by horse, to Shoal Lake, to 
buy flour. The sacks were treasured - they were 
bleached, dyed, and sewn into clothing. These are 
some of the experiences our parents and grandparents 
talked about, as we would sit around a long table with 
benches, in the kitchen which was the main room in 
the house. This room served as kitchen, dining and 
living room. 

Newcomers to Canada, Left to Right: Pauline and George 
Lazaruk, Donnia and Fred Hullick, Teklya and Demyan 
Lazaruk. 

Of the four children my grandparents had, the 
following tells who they married and the children 
they had. My uncle George married Pauline Budz 
(children; Mike, Steve, Stanley, John, Mary, Mar
tha, Sophie, Anne, Bill, Lena and Jean). Aunt Nastia 
married Andrew Machko (children; Mary, Anne, 
Alex, Stan, Harry, George, and Bill). Aunt Donnia 
married Fred Hullick (children; John, Teena, Nellie, 
Bill, Mary, and Sophie). My father, Demyan (Jim, as 
he was called in Canada), (1872-1948) married 
Teklya Kokorudz (1879-1927) - (children; Basil, 
Jennie, Nellie, John, Teena, Mary, Stan, George, 
Alice, Sophie, and me - Anna). 

My father, Demyan served in the Austrian army, 
in the Ukraine, but still he dreamed of a different life. 
My brother Basil was but a few months when the 
decision was made to set sail to a new life. Demyan 
and Teklya had ten more children in Canada. The 
following are their children; my brothers and sisters, 
who they married and their children. 

Brother Basil (1900-1963) married Jessie 
Zegalski in 1922 and had three daughters; Helen 
married Jack Henderson (children; Warren and 
Grant), live in Dauphin. Jean married Jack Parishin 
(children; Karen, Michell, and Patricia), live in New 
York. Adeline married Don Delany (children; Todd 
and Leslie), live in Los Angelos. Jessie lives in 
Dauphin. 

Sister Jennie (born in 1903) married Alex Mazur 
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Teklya and Demyan Lazaruk's family. Back Row, Left to Right: 
Stan, John, George. Middle Row: Mary (Fiel), Tena 
(Ewanyshyn), Jessie (Mazur), Alice (Hachkowski). Front Row: 
Sophie (Lepischak), Anna (Boychuk). 

(deceased in 1971) and had eight children; Bill (de
ceased in 1978) married Mary Chomica, who lives in 
Angusville (one son, David). Gladys married Mike 
Yaskiw (children; Rose Mary and Wayne) live in 
Foxwarren. Anne married Frank Gallent (children; 
Valerie and Lome) and live in Angusville. Raymond 
married Doreen Chittick (Bob, Judy, Betty Anne, 
and Brenda (deceased), live in Angusville. Mary 
married Charlie Radcliff (deceased), (Dale and Al
lan), remarried to John Heming and live in Brandon. 
Stella married Pete Sachney (deceased), (Brian and 
Randy), remarried to Dr. 1. Johnson (Bjorn), and live 
in Gimli. John married Angie Kawka (Kelvin and 
Bradley) live in Angusville. Nellie married Gerald 
Nychuk (Michelle, Grant, Lorrie and Adrian.) and 
live in Rossburn. 

Sister Nellie (1902-1950) married John Leschasin 
(deceased), had two children; Elaine married Jack 
Latoski (children; Cheryl, Rene and Julie Ann) and 
live in Detroit. Bill was born in 1938, and died in a 
traffic accident in 1959. 

Brother John (born 1905) married Anne Mitch in 
1930, and live in Shoal Lake. They had three chil
dren; Olga married Tony Melnyk and live in Birtle 
(children; Rodney, Sheila, Calvin, Perry and Maleon 
Jane.) Morris married Dorothy Bailes, live in Trans
con a (children; Cheryl, Debbie, and Sandra). Ernest 
married Janie Michalchuk, and live in Russell (chil
dren; Terry, Tracy, and Connie.) 

Sister Teena (born in 1907) married Mike 
Ewanyshyn (deceased in 1959) in 1927, and lives in 
Winnipeg. They had three sons; Bill married Nonie 
Gardener, live in Brandon (children; Rodney, James 
and Ritchard). Murry married Hope Wolochatiuk, 
live in Winnipeg (children; Dale, Michael, Diana 



and Adala). Stan married Olga Holowaty, live in 
Winnipeg (their children; Cathy and Theresa.) 

Sister Mary (born in 1909) married Pete Fie! in 
1927, live in Shoal Lake, (children; Helen (deceased 
1972) married Tony Labay (children Wayne, and 
Jacqueline). Lillian married Henry Borodie, lives in 
Brandon (children; Gail, Candace, Clinton and 
Brenda). Stan married Mary Kotyk, live in Shoal 
Lake (children; Jody, Guye and Vimey), Edward 
married Yvonne Mann, live in Shoal Lake, (chil
dren; Laurie, Calvin (deceased), Valerie, Shaney and 
Shelly). Adeline married James Budinski, lives in 
Brandon., (children; Lisa and Dayna). 

Brother Stan (born 1913) married Helen Fiel in 
1936, live in Pine Falls, (children; Juliana lives in 
Alberta. Gene married Susan Frain and lives in Pine 
Falls (children; Lynn and Joanne). 

Brother George (born in 1915) married Nellie 
Yaskiw in 1940, live in Rossburn, children; Clarence 
married Joyce Los, live in Inglis (children; Chad and 
Colin). Colleen lives in Winnipeg. 

Sister Alice (born 1916) married Louis 
Hachkowski in 1936 live in Brandon, children; Ade
line married Nick Dmeterko, live in Brandon (chil
dren; Sharon, Joan, and Debbie). Edward married 
Natalia Hrubeniuk live in Brandon (children; Audrey 
and Arron). Lome married Melveen Maduke, live in 
Beausejour (children; Jason and Kent.) 

Sister Sophia (born 1920) married Pete Lep
ischak in 1939, and live in Rossburn, children; Eu
gene, married Joyce Bachewich, and live in 
Rossburn, (children; Tristan, Darla and Derrick). 
Bobby married Shelly Alexander, and live in 
Neepawa, (children; Michell). 

I, Anna (the writer) was born on August 1, 1910. 
When I went to school, brother Basil was the teacher 
then. Our one-room school-house had seventy 
children at the time. 

When mother became sick, I stayed home to 
help, as the older children were either married or 
working out. When mother passed away, father re
married to Mareeyka Zayetz (1864-1945), who had a 
heart of gold, and truly looked after the young chil
dren. I married Harry Boychuk on November 2, 
1929. We farmed in the Ruthenia district, and also 
had a sawmill. This was the land my husband's par
ents cleared when they first came to Canada (refer to 
Boychuk history). It was hilly, and soil was poor. In 
1945, we moved to Rossburn S 33-19-24 and con
tinued to farm. Our three children are: Diane married 
Harry Twerdun (refer to Twerdun history) live in 
Rossburn, (children; Karen in Vancouver, and Gene 
in Winnipeg). Allan married Marilyn Pearce, live in 
Winnipeg (children; Roger and Shelly, at home). 
Lillian married Silvian Ostash, live in Solsgirth, 
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(children; Cindy and Lorie at home). Our life has 
been rewarding in being involved with family, 
church, cultural, and social activities. Anna (de
ce.ased) April 30, 1980. 

by Anna Boychuk (Lazaruk) 

Dmetro Lepischak (Lipyszczak) 
Canada! A far-away nation that seemed like a 

dream come true. Land was plentiful, you could get 
more than a few acres, and a chance to start anew. 
Woytko Lepischak (Lipyszczak) often thought about 
this far-away land, and after much persuasion, he 
convinced his family to make the journey to Canada. 
One son and daughter were already here and he 
wanted the family to re-unite. 

In May of 1907, Woytko Lepischak, his wife 
Frania, their son Dmetro and his wife Marena left 
their native Ukraine and their village Postoliewka. 
With them were Dmetro and Marena's two children: 
Alice who was born in 1903, and Lizzie who was 
born in 1905. Marena's sister, Lucia Drewniak ac
companied them to help care for the children on the 
long boat ride. So began their voyage to Canada. 

They came across on a freighter. The ride was 
very rough and rugged and can best be appreciated 
by what Marena often said about the journey: "If 
there was ever anyone who didn't know how or 
didn't want to pray, they certainly learned very 
quickly and prayed a lot on the boat." After three 
weeks on the rough seas, the boat docked in Halifax. 
From Halifax, they travelled by train to Winnipeg, 
and then on to Shoal Lake, where they were met by 
Yantine Dutkevich who took them to Woytko's son 
John's home. John and his sister Marena and her 
husband Yosef Bartkiw had immigrated to Canada 
three years earlier in 1904. 

Lucia went to work for Billy Martin near Oak
bum shortly after they arrived, and in the winter of 
1907, she married Ladyk Yaskiw and began a family 
of her own. 

Dmetro, Marena and his parents lived with John 
for only a few months and then Dmetro was fortunate 
enough to be able to purchase a quarter of a section of 
land from the Loshka family (N. W. 2-20-24). Be
cause the land came with a two-roomed house, 
Dmetro had to pay $120 for the land. 

In the fall of 1907, Dmetro and Marena, Lizzie 
and Alice and Woytko and Frania moved to their 
farm. The two-room house was often very hot at 
night and the door was left open. Because there were 
no screen doors, a smudge was left on the doorstep to 
ward off insects. On more than one occasion, the 
family would awaken in the morning to find a big 
hole burnt in the plank platform. Fortunately, the 
house never burnt down. The house came equipped 



with a carpet and an oven. The oven was a bake oven 
built right into the kitchen and the carpets were 
trampled-down sod and dirt. 

Woytko did not attempt to buy any land as he was 
an older man. However, he took it upon himself to 
clear the trees so that the land could be worked. 
During the summer months, he would fell trees from 
morning to night. He had made himself a chisel to get 
down to the roots. The following spring, the long 
tedious job of plowing the land began. Oxen and a 
one-furrow plow were used to work the land. The 
process was painfully slow, and often halted by deter
mined oxen who went home when hungry, in com
plete disregard for their driver's commands. 

Very little of the land was cleared, and in order to 
survive the winters, Dmetro often went walking to 
work at Hamiota to help with the harvest. 

Dmetro and Marena had five more children after 
they came to Canada. Their first son Stan was born in 
1907, Winnie in 1909, Martin in 1911, Joe in 1913, 
and Kay in 1916. The children were very upset when 
Dmetro left for work - he was gone for many 
months at a time - but they were also very excited 
with his return. Before his departure, each child's 
foot was measured with string and when he returned, 
he would bring new shoes for his family. 

When Dmetro went to work, it was Marena's 
responsibility to take care of the farm. Frania would 
stay with the children and cook the meals. Marena 
would tend the cows who often walked a few miles 
from home in search of an alkaline meadow, as there 
were no salt blocks in those days. In those first few 
years, Marena usually harvested what small crop 
there was. She and Mrs. \~.':dl Shmyr (a neighbour) 
would cut the crop with a sickle and thresh it with a 
flail. 

When it came time to pay taxes, Dmetro would 
take his oxen and go to work on the municipal roads. 
He would work for about four days, earn $6, add 
another $6 and pay his $12 taxes. 

Woytko Lepischak passed away in June of 1919, 
on the day his granddaughter, Alice was married to 
Mike Borowski (Zborowsky). 

In 1924, Dmetro, in partnerhsip with Alex Kitlar, 
Harry Gurnick, and his son-in-law Mike Borowski 
purchased a threshing machine and a tractor. Frania 
Lepischak did not live to see the working of the 
threshing machine; she passed away a few days after 
the machine was purchased. The children were very 
excited to see the operation of a real threshing ma
chine, and rushed home from school to have lunch 
with the threshing gang in the fields. Baking powder 
biscuits with jam or salmon never tasted so good. 

In 1930, the Lepischak family moved into their 
new six-room house which, to them, was like a 
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palace. There were no radios at the time so the 
Lepischaks made their own music. Stan was the first 
to learn to playa musical instrument. When he was 
ten years old, he got his first violin. He learned to 
play by listening to his mother sing and trying to copy 
her tune. Martin later joined him with an accordion 
and with some harmonizing from the girls, they 
became a musical family. Stan and Martin eventually 
learned to play well enough to play at weddings or 
dances for a fee of one or two dollars a night. 

Dmetro, Marena and their children were Roman 
Catholic by faith, and Dmetro helped to build the 
Roman Catholic Church in the vicinity of Rossman 
Lake. 

Lepischak family in 1947. Standing, Left to Right: Stanley, 
Alice, Joe, Martin, Kay. Sitting: Elizabeth, Marena, Dmetro, 
Winnie. 

Alice and Mike Borowski settled on S .E. 
10-20-24. They had nine children: Matt, Anne, Tena, 
Joe, Rose, Alex, Pearl, Georgina and Lucy. Alice 
and Mike moved to Rossburn in 1955. Alice passed 
away in 1972 and Mike in 1977. Joe is now living on 
the home place. 

Lizzie married Phillip Tomiski in 1930 and they 
went to work at Isabella. They eventually settled on a 
farm in Beulah. They had five children: Jack, Bill, 
Marion, Jeannie and Stanley. In 1965, Phillip passed 
away and Lizzie moved to Birtle where she now 
resides. 

In 1932, Winnie married Sam Pachkowski who 
immigrated from Toalste, Ukraine in 1927. They 
farmed on N.E. 12-20-21 until 1955, when they re
tired in Rossburn. In 1971, Sam and Winnie returned 
to the Ukraine for a visit with Sam's relatives. They 
presently reside in Rossburn. 

In 1939, Stan married Lena Kaskiw. They settled 
on S.W. 2-20-24 and then moved to Beulah in 1943 
and settled on a farm. They have one son, Elmer. In 



1971, they retired to Birtle. Stan passed away in 1977. 
Lena presently lives in Birtle. 

In 1940, Kay married Stan Leschasin and they 
settled on N.E. 16-20-23. In 1951, they moved to 
farm in Birtle. They have been in Rossburn since 
their retirement in 1977. 

In 1944, Joe married Louise Zimmerman. They 
have one son Larry. They both worked in Ontario for 
several years and then returned to farm in Camper, 
Manitoba. In 1973, they retired to Portage La Prairie. 

In 1948, Martin married Polly Antoniw and they 
remained on the home place with Dmetro and Mar
ena. They have two daughters Beverley and Cheryl. 
In 1955, three days before Cheryl was born, Dmetro 
passed away. In 1956, Martin, his family, and his 
mother moved to town where they operated a cafe 
until the fall of 1958 when they returned to the farm. 
Marena never returned to the farm, as she passed 
away in May of 1958. 

Martin and his family farmed on the home place 
until 1974, when they retired and sold the farm to the 
Hamilton Brothers. Martin and Polly now reside in 
Rossburn. 

John Lepischak (Yasko Lipyszczak) 
John Lepischak, a young man of 24 years, from 

Postoliewka, Ukraine, arrived in Canada with his 
sister Mary and brother-in-law, Joseph and Joseph's 
brother, Roman Bartkiw in May of 1904. 

After three weeks of rough and stormy seas, they 
arrived at Halifax and then by train to Winnipeg and 
Shoal Lake. From Shoal Lake a few families got 
rides on wagons to Sec. 6-Township 20-Range 23 
(the farm presently owned by John Swidinsky). Here 
they lived for some time in tents. 

Later John bought a quarter section for ten dollars 
- Sec. 12-Township 21-Range 24 (the farm pres
ently owned by A. Sokolan). 

In the fall of 1907 John married Dora Du
tkiewich, who had arrived four years earlier and had 
worked for different families in the neighbourhood. 
They built a little home on Sec. 12-Township 21-
Range 24, but lived there only a year. They decided 
to buy a farm closer to Dora's family and closer to 
town. Therefore they purchased Provincial land NW 
Y4 7-20-23, at $6.00 an acre. Many tireless days were 
spent cutting down trees, breaking the land by a team 
of oxen and building a two-storey four room home. 

Besides farming he worked at Hamiota and Shoal 
Lake in his spare time to bring food for the family. 
Groceries were carried home on their backs down the 
trails made by broken branches. Rain forced them, 
many times, to seek shelter in a haystack on the farm 
of Mr. Molton. John also worked on the railroad from 
Rossburn to Oakburn, with a team of oxen, accom-
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panied by Paul Slobodesky and Bill Shmyr. In the 
winter he found work at Peden's sawmill at fifty cents 
a day. 

John's parents, brother, and family arrived at his 
home in May of 1907 from Ukraine and spent some 
time with them until they purchased some land near 
by. 

John and Dora had six children; Mary born in 
1906; Katie in 1908; Margaret in 1910; Mike in 1911; 
Peter in 1914; and Anton in 1917. 

Mary married John Chuhai in 1924. They farmed 
on SE Y4 12-20-24, and raised five children: Richard, 
Helen, Steve, Ed and Stella. John passed away in 
1974. Mary resides in Rossburn. 

Kay married Steve Shmyr in 1930. They farmed 
on 2-20-24, and raised six children; Elsie, Terry, 
Bill, Melvin, Jerry and Lawrence. Kay and Steve 
reside in Regina, Saskatchewan. 

Margaret married Pete Raginski in 1933. They 
farmed SE Y4 14-20-24, raising two daughters, Eve
lyn and Marian. Margaret and Pete reside in 
Rossburn. 

Mike married Nellie Kaskiw in 1936. They 
farmed south of Rossburn, and raised three children; 
Walter, Shirley and Eleanor. They presently reside in 
Winnipeg. 

Peter married Sophie Lazaruk in 1939. They 
lived on the farm, SE Y4 13-20-24, and raised two 
sons; Eugene and Bob. They presently reside in 
Rossburn. 

Anton married Anne Antoniw in 1944 and 
farmed on the home place until 1957 and raised their 
two sons; Steve and Karl. The home place was sold to 
brother Peter and later to Peter's son, Eugene, a third 
generation Lepischak, who presently farms it. 

The Lepischak families were Roman Catholics 
by faith. John helped the church in the vicintiy of 
Rossman Lake in 1934. Later the church, in 1954, 
was moved to the town of Rossburn. 

Dora lived all her life on the farm and passed 
away in 1957 at the age of 76. After 1957, John 
moved with his son, Anton and family to Rossburn 
where he resided until he passed away in 1965 at 89 
years of age. 

Leschyshyn or Leschasin 
Michael Leschyshyn, the eldest son of Iwan 

Leschyshyn and Sophie (Goy), was born in 1867 in 
the village of Pobereza, county of Stanislaviw 
(Halychyna) in Western Ukraine. He attended the 
village school and completed grade IV, the highest 
grade that was taught in the village. 

On November 21, 1893 he married Anastazia, 
daughter of Wasyl Kachan and Ksenia Leschyshyn, 
born in 1877 in the same village. Three sons were 



born between 1894-1899, being, John, Henry and 
William. 

Western Ukraine, which was under Austrian 
domination, was over populated. Land holdings were 
sub-divided and heavily taxed. Political conditions 
were unfavorable. The aforesaid situations prompted 
Michael to endeavor to establish a better future for 
his family. 

His youngest brother, Wasyl, who migrated to 
Canada in 1899, kept in close contact by correspon
dence. He detailed Michael on the free land that was 
being given to immigrants, who were then migrating 
to Canada in great numbers. Michael arranged to sell 
his land and other possessions and applied for pass
ports. 

In March 1900, Michael, his wife, their three 
sons, his parents, Iwan and Sophia, a widowed sister, 
Maria Nahirny with her four children embarked from 
Marseilles, France on a freighter. Since it was not a 
passenger ship, it called into every port along the 
Mediterranean Sea, unloading and loading cargo and 
taking aboard more and more passengers. By the 
time the boat left the last port of call, it was over
crowded with people of different nationalities. Food 
of inferior quality was poorly prepared, sanitation 
was appalling, children became seasick, women 
came down with high fever and spent many days in 
bunks. The boat was uncomfortable and tardy. It took 
the freighter six weeks to reach Halifax, and another 
three days to come to Montreal. Once the immigrants 
set foot on solid ground, women and children, weak 
from recent illness, soon regained some of their 
strength. They were unaccustomed to foreign foods, 
so when they arrived in Montreal, they were happy to 
find a market place operated by Jews. They bought 
food somewhat similar to what they were used to in 
their homeland. 

The last lap of journey was made by train from 
Montreal to Shoal Lake, Manitoba, the terminal at 
that time. This trip, with a stop in Winnipeg took 
almost a week. 

For the first year upon the arrival in Canada, the 
Leschyshyn clan made their home with brother 
Wasyl. The small house was crowded but Wasyl 
made them feel welcome. 

The homestead upon which Michael and family 
were to settle, was situated twenty one miles north of 
Shoal Lake, S.E. Y4 section 22-20-23, in the Marco 
district. Although the land was given free, this did 
not eliminate the hardships that faced the family. 
There was little money for food and no money for 
purchasing implements. His first concern was to 
provide the family with shelter. He at once cleared 
some land and began to build. Before he made too 
much progress on the building he left in search of 
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work. He walked to Shoal Lake where he was hired 
by an English speaking farmer. Language created a 
problem, but the farmer was a patient man, for he 
saw the potentiality in this hardy pioneer. He taught 
Michael the rudiments of farming. In turn, Michael 
found this training useful when he began working the 
land on his own homestead. In the Fall he returned 
home with his hard earned cash. A portion of it was 
laid aside for the purchase of farm implements, the 
remainder was spent on food and clothing for the 
coming winter. 

In the spring of 1901, he completed building the 
two room building with a thatched roof. The rooms 
were separated by a hallway, which served as cold 
storage in the winter. Each room was heated individ
ually. This two room home continued to be the fam
ily's dwelling for the next seventeen years. Eleven of 
their fifteen children were born here. 

The rolling land was heavy clay and stoney. It 
required hard work to make it productive. Some of 
the discomforts the family had to contend with were 
swarms of flies and mosquitoes in the summer. 

When Bob Peden started a saw mill in the Riding 
Mountain Forest Reserve, four miles north east of 
Leschyshyn's homestead, on the north east tip of 
Peden's Lake, Michael went to work for him during 
the winter months. At the saw mill camp, he made 
many new acquaintances, some of whom became his 
steadfast, life-long friends. 

Their home was always open to wayfarers. Dur
ing winter, farmers going for lumber to Peden's Mill, 
looked for short cuts across the farm lands. One of 
the routes crossed the farm yard of Leschyshyn's 
home. Some farmers on their way stopped here for a 
mid-day meal or for supper. If it happened to be late 
in the evening, the men were put up for the night. For 
these farmers, the Leschyshyn residence became 
their second home. Sometimes they brought their 
own food supplies, but in most cases they were 
willing to pay twenty five cents for each meal. Bak
ing twenty or more loaves of bread in an out door 
bake oven was one of Anastasia's weekly tasks. 

When roads in the district needed up-grading, 
Michael was often appointed supervisor. He was re
sponsible for building a number of roads in the com
munity. 

In 1907, the school district of Ruska Rawa was 
organized. He became secretary treasurer in 1908, 
the position he held tiB Marconi School was built. 
Twelve out of fourteen of their children attended 
Ruska Rawa School. 

When Marconi School was built in 1922 he be
came the secretary treasurer of this school. Six of 
their youngest attended this school. 

The last great event that took place in the two 



room log house, was the marriage of their eldest son, 
John in 1918. To accommodate the guests, an extra 
room was added. The celebration lasted for two days, 
as was the case with all weddings at that time. 

In 1918, a new two story six room house was 
built. The new home was initiated by the celebration 
of their eldest daughter, Anna's wedding, which took 
place on November 19 of that year. 

The home eventually became the centre for social 
gatherings. Rarely a week end went by but a number 
of young people would drop in. Music, dancing and 
games were often carried far into the night. 

Maria Nahirny, Michael's widowed sister mar
ried Wasyl Ewanyshyn in 1901 and settled on N .E. Y4 
section 22-20-23. She passed away in 1912. 

Wasyl Leschyshyn lived and worked on his 
homestead for a number of years. In 1908, he sold his 
land to John Shwaluk and moved to a coal mining 
area near Lethbridge, Alberta. Here, he was a mer
chant for a General Store business. It was here in this 
district that he changed his name to William Threat
ful for business reasons. Later he sold his business in 
Alberta and moved to Revelstoke, B.C. where he 
started up and operated a cedar shingle mill. He 
passed away in 1950. 

When the Leschyshyns came to Canada, they 
used the Polish spelling for their name as the Ukrai
nian letters did not coincide with English, but the 
Polish did. The name was spelled Leszczyszyn in 
Polish. That spelling was used until about 1915 and 
then they started using the h's instead of z's, and 
leaving the first z out. (Leschyshyn). In 1917, one of 
the boys went to work for Bob Peden, and he sug
gested to shorten it to Leschasin and it was accepted, 
registered, and has been used ever since. 

Ivan and Sophie Leschyshyn lived with Michael 
and Anastasia for a few years, then moved into a 
small house provided for them on the Ewanyshyn 
property. They could not become accustomed to the 
Canadian climate nor the way of life so in 1910 they 
returned to the old country. 

Michael and Anastasia continued to work and 
live on the homestead. They worked hard and were 
happy to own their land and being able to enjoy their 
freedom. They believed in the future of Canada, and 
with strong will power and determination, they were 
able to overcome some of the hardships which they 
had to endure. They had a family of nine sons and six 
daughters. One son passed away at the age of four. 

Throughout the years, the older children left 
home to seek employment in a more industrialized 
world. On July 12, 1930, the family had their first 
family reunion. 

On July 12, 1946, the Leschyshyn's had their 
second family reunion. There was a dance that eve-
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Two horses and buggy hitched up to go to church, Rossburn 
farms, 1922. Seated in the democrat are: John Leschasin, 
Stan Leschasin, Mike Leschasin, Mrs. John Leschasin, Teen
ie Leschasin, Thelma Leschasin, Mrs. Anastasia Leschasin 
and Nellie. 

ning at Marco Hall and the sons, daughters, and their 
spouses attended this dance. When all the members 
of the family took to the dance floor, they occupied 
practically the whole area. 

In 1942, when the youngest son, Peter was mar
ried, Michael and Anastasia went into semi-retire
ment. Michael did minor chores, building repairs 
and took care of the garden. He was active to the very 
last day of his life. At his residence on November 6, 
1958, while reading a news paper, he quietly passed 
away at the age of ninety one years. On November 
10, he was laid to rest in the Ukrainian Catholic 
Cemetery at Rossburn. Anastasia continued to live 
on the farm until 1965. She raised chickens, looked 
after her garden, and was a constant companion to 
the five grandchildren that lived in the same resi
dence. 

In 1965, she moved to a new home that was built 
for her in the town of Rossburn. Here she looked 
after her garden and her home. 

Anastasia's life was not an easy one. She raised 
fourteen children during the years when there were 
no conveniences and money was scarce. She didn't 
have the privilege of getting an education. At the age 
of eighty eight years of age she mastered the opera
tion of an electric range, thermostat controls for the 
furnace, television, radio and a telephone. At ninety 
seven years of age her mind and memory were still 
very alert. She was able to perform her household 
duties to the last few days prior to her death. Ana
stasia never spent a day in the hospital. 

On November 18, 1974, she passed away at her 
residence at the age of ninety seven years and six 
months. She was laid to rest beside her husband on 
November 22, 1974. 

The Family:-
John - the eldest son, born 1894, married Ana

stasia Lazaruk in 1918. They had one son, Bill, and a 



daughter, Elaine. He became a widower in 1950. In 
1951, John married Mary Bereza, who predeceased 
him in 1971. John passed away in 1974. His son, Bill 
died April 12, 1959. Henry - born 1898, resides in 
Detroit, U.S.A. He married Elizabeth Boucher in 
1942. He was widowed in 1972. In 1976 he married 
Elizabeth Platt. 

William - born 1899, moved to Detroit, U.S .A. 
He married Louise Beltzer in 1927. They had a son, 
Bill, Jr. and a daughter, Virginia. William passed 
away 1979. 

Michael, Jr. - born 1901, resided in Detroit from 
1926-1965. He passed away in 1965. 

Anna - born 1903, married Michael Kukurudz 
in 1918. They had three sons, Bill, Russell and Del
mar, and one daughter, Eleanor. Bill passed away 
December 25, 1976. Anna and Michael live in the 
Grandview district. 

Alec - born in 1904, married Caroline Shum
anski in 1939. They have one son, Lawrence and a 
daughter, Adele. Alec and Caroline live in Dauphin. 

Marie - born in 1906, married Edward Howard 
in 1930. They have two daughters, Elaine and 
Thelma. Marie and Edward live in Lloydminster, 
Saskatchewan. 

Tinnie - born 1907, married Sam Trakalo in 

1924. They had two sons, Mervin and Ernest and one 
daughter, Lydia. Mervin passed away on March 9, 
1973 and Ernest passed away in November of 1970. 
Tinnie became a widow in 1956. She makes her 
home in Rossburn. 

Matt - born in 1910, moved to Saskatchewan in 
1934. He married Anne Jakechinski in 1936. He 
became a widower in 1974. Matt has two adopted 
sons, Bill and Dan. In 1975, he married Anne Chor
neyko. Matt and Anne live in Provost, Alberta. 

Elsie - born in 1912, married Steve Trakalo in 
1932. There are two children, Elmer and Adele. Elsie 
became a widow in 1977. She resides in Rossburn. 

Nellie - born in 1914, married Alec Yurey in 
1936. They have two sons, Raymond and Stephen. 
Alec and Nell live in Gilbert Plains, Manitoba. 

Thelma - born in 1915, married Steven Kas
prick in 1944. They have two sons, Donald and John, 
and two daughters, Joan and Valerie. Thelma and 
Steve live in Windsor, Ontario. 

Stanley - born in 1917, married Katherine Lep
ischak in 1940. They live in Rossburn. 

Peter- born in 1919 married Mildred Glushka in 
1942. They have three sons, Rodney, Norman, and 
David, two daughters, Jane and Myrna. Peter and 
Mildred live on a farm in the Rossburn area. 

Leschasin family in 1930. Back Row, Left to Right: Alec, Bill, Marie, Henry, John, Ann, Matt, Mack. Front Row: Elsie, Nell, Anastazia, 
Peter (standing), Stanley, Michael, Tennie, Thelma Leschasin. 
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(Mike) Nykola Lesiuk 
Grandfather, Mike Lesiuk, was born in western 

Ukraine in 1882, Village of Zvianiacz, county 
Chortkiw. He came to Canada to Winnipeg in 1905. 
He worked in a flour mill in Kenora and for the 
railway. 

In 1907, he married Rosalia Bulak. They made 
Portage their home for a few years. Their first chil
dren, Jennie and Elmer, were born in Portage. 

Then Grandfather took a homestead at Glenella 
in Westbourne Municipality. The land there was very 
poor with only a few inches of good soil over a rocky 
base. There was too much or too little rain and the 
crops failed. 

In 1918, they moved to a farm north of Basswood. 
All they could afford to buy was half a quarter of 
land, so life was very difficult. But with hard work 
and help from the growing children, conditions im
proved. Then they bought another quarter section. 

In 1949, they sold out and bought Treble's farms 
at Solsgirth. By then, the daughters were married and 
on their own, but their two sons, Elmer and Peter 
stayed at home. Eventually, they took over the farm 
operation completely. 

Life was much more comfortable now but ill 
health didn't give them time to enjoy it for too long. 
Grandmother Lesiuk passed away in 1955 at the age 
of 67. Grandfather passed away in 1959 at the age of 
77. Both are buried in the St. Elias Orthodox Church 
cemetery, Rossburn. 

Through extensive reading, Grandfather was 
mostly self-educated. He appreciated the advantages 
Canada offered but was, at the same time, very proud 
to be a Ukrainian. All the children were taught to read 
and write in Ukrainian at home before they started 
school. He also tried to promote Ukrainian culture 
and traditions. 

While still farming at Basswood, they were mem
bers of the Sandy Lake Orthodox Church. When they 
moved to Solsgirth, they joined the St. Elias 
Orthodox Church in Rossburn. They attended reg
ularly and Grandfather was a cantor for several years. 

There were eight children in the Lesiuk family, 
two sons and six daughters. Jennie (Mrs. Clarke) 
lives in Nokomis, Saskatchewan. She has three 
daughters and two sons. 

Elmer, now retired, lives in Rossburn with his 
brother, Peter, also retired. Elmer is following in his 
father's footsteps. He is now cantor of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church and president of the Ukrainian 
National Home. 

Sadie (Mrs. Dmytro Kuriychuk) now widowed, 
lives in Thunder Bay. She has one son and one 
daughter. 

Mary (Mrs. Harry Kornhyr) lives in Rossburn. 
They have three sons. 

260 

Leah (Mrs. Walter Kohanik) lives in Winnipeg. 
They have one daughter and one son. 

Olive (Mrs. Andrew Kohanik) lives in Seattle. 
They have one son and one daughter. 

Ella (Mrs. Ed Misanchuk) lives in Brandon. 
They have two sons and two daughters. 

Arthur Lewis. 

Arthur Lewis 
Arthur came to the home of T. O. Miller of Vista 

approximately 1922 from England. He came as an 
immigrant to Canada and made his home with us 
working as a farm helper. At that time, the Millers 
lived in the house probably better known to many as 
the Wilfred Miller home. When the T. O. Millers 
moved to the Culross district (3Y2 miles south of 
Vista), Arthur still stayed with us as a farm helper. 
Arthur also worked on other farm lands but, at this 
time, it is rather hazy - during the 'dirty 30's'. I 
believe he worked wherever he could make a little bit 
of ready money - one farm being Johnny Wilson's. 

Then he joined the Queen's Own Cameron High
landers during the Second World War. He was down 
east and then over to England. After the war, he was 



with the Canadian National Railways on a work gang 
on the tracks. During this time and even until his 
death, Arthur made his home in a Winnipeg Hotel. 

By Chris Cowan 

Lindsay 
John Andrew Lindsay was born in Shelburne, 

Ontario in 1889. He received his education in 
Shelburne and in 1910 came West to Moose Jaw. 
After homesteading at Expanse he joined the Beaver 
Lumber Company in Moose Jaw and worked part
time until 1913 when the homestead was earned. In 
August 1914 he was transferred to Rossburn to open a 
Lumber Yard under the name of 1. 1. Crowe Co., a 
subsidiary of the Beaver Lumber Co. In 1919 after 
serving in W. W. I - 16th Scottish Battalion, he 
returned to Rossburn where his Lumber Yard was 
waiting for him. In December he married Alice Car
son, daughter of Robert Carson, pioneer. He built a 
home on Victoria Avenue, where his wife Alice still 
resides. Jack was on the Council and School Board 
for many years. He was Past Noble Grand of I. O.O.F. 
and an ardent curler and badminton player, also inter
ested in Junior Hockey and Baseball. He served on 
the Council and School Board for years. 

They raised six children - Eleanor, 1920-1972 
- attended Rossburn School and High School 
United College in Winnipeg and Teachers' College 
After teaching for two years, one at Ashville and one 
at Kelloe she went into War Work in Montreal. In 
1945 she came back to Winnipeg and joined Adelman 
Paper Box Co. as Office Manager. When they sold 
out she joined the Civil Service, and at the time of her 
death in 1972 was a Senior Interviewer with Canada 
Manpower. 

Samuel Blair, 1923 - took his education in 
Rossburn School and graduated in 1940. He joined 
the Bank of Montreal in Winnipeg and in 1942 went 
into the Air Force. In 1944 the plane he was navigat
ing was shot up over Germany but they managed to 
get back to England. He was awarded the DFC for his 
part in this. He rejoined the Bank of Montreal when 
he came home and after eighteen moves which took 
him and his family to France, Jamaica and Nassau he 
settled down in Saskatoon where he is today. In 1946 
he married Gwenyth McKinnon - Gunn formerly of 
Rossburn and granddaughter of V. W. Johnson. They 
have two sons, Richard, a lawyer in Vancouver, and 
Timothy, a student in architecture at UBC. 

Robert Henry Lindsay, 1924 - took his educa
tion in Rossburn then joined the R.C.A.F. and spent 
a year training in Mechanical Engineering. After the 
war he joined the Bank of Toronto in Rossburn and 
while manager at Velna, Alberta he left the bank and 
later joined Fidelity Trust Co. in Winnipeg. Today he 
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is Treasurer of the Company and resides in Toronto. 
In 1951 he married Helen Lindsley of B. c., and they 
had two children - Marie, now Mrs. Fred Nelson of 
Chetwynd and Robert of Edmonton. From a second 
marriage to Mary Sharp of Winnipeg there are two 
children: Alan and Laura. 

Sheila Margaret Lindsay, 1926 - attended 
Rossburn School and Success Business College. 
After a number of years with Morgan Nicholson Co., 
Wpg., where she specialized in Aviation Insurance, 
she joined Sutcliffe Agencies in Kenora, Ontario 
where she is still employed. 

Mona Lindsay, 1928 - got her education in 
Rossburn School and Winnipeg Teachers' College. 
She taught school for several years and in 1952 mar
ried Clayte Swanson of Treherne and settled in 
Treherne. After several moves they now reside in 
White Rock, B.C. They have four children: Marni
Mrs. Don Carriere of Onanole, Manitoba, Raymond 
and Susan at home in White Rock and Lindsay -
Mrs. Michael Hildebrande of Sylvan Lake, Alberta. 

John Garfield, 1934 - took his education at 
Rossburn and later joined the Manitoba Hydro. He is 
now Supervisor of Somerset Station. In 1960 he 
married Ann Knievel of Trochu, Alberta. They have 
five children: Kathy at University of Manitoba; Don
na Lynne; Mary Ann; Bradley and Nadine at home. 

Norman Locke 
Mr. Norman Locke came west in the spring of 

1890, from Winchester, Dundas County, Ontario 
with his wife and young family of three. He married 
Annie Veitch in 1881 daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Sam
uel Veitch of Winchester, Ontario. They had one 
daughter, Zilla and two sons, Charles and Samuel. 

They moved to Manitoba and settled close to 
Shoal Lake. Then in the early 1890's they moved 
further on to Section 18-18-24. He was one of the first 
settlers to own a steam threshing outfit. He threshed 
many acres for miles around. 

Three more sons were born - Daryl, Clare and 
Cecil- all born in the Shoal Lake muncipality. Mrs. 
Locke was deceased May 1, 1898; Mr. Locke remar
ried Mrs. Elizabeth Grant of the Valley, north of 
Rossburn in 1902. In 1921, they moved to Rossburn 
and obtained a livery stable. He acted as bailiff for 
many years. Later he purchased a garage on the site 
presently occupied by Sion's Garage. The garage 
was operated by his son Clare Locke. 

They lived in Rossburn until their time of passing 
- Mr. Locke on January 19, 1934; Mrs. Locke on 
January 14, 1938. Both were buried in the Rossburn 
Cemetery. 

The family of Norman Locke spread out. Samuel 
farmed north of KeHoe; Charles farmed 18-18-24 



which was the land adjoining that of his brother 
Samuel. 

Zilla married Wesley Strong and farmed near 
Rossbum; Daryl farmed in Saskatchewan; Cecil be
came a mechanic; Clare farmed at home until such 
time as he operated his father's garage in the village 
of Rossbum. 

Charles married Annie Simpson on June 16, 
1915. They raised two children - Margaret born 
May 26, 1918 and Norman born June 3, 1922. 

Charles and Annie farmed in the Kelloe district 
until 1944 when they retired to Shoal Lake where 
they resided until their decease - Charles on July 15, 
1961 and Annie - August 3, 1962. 

Norman Locke married Audrey Manning on June 
3, 1944 and raised two sons Daryl and Richard. 

Margaret married Ronald Purdy on May 27, 1936 
and raised three sons - Delmar, Bryan, and Darcy. 

Norman Locke and Margaret Purdy are living 
presently in Shoal Lake in semi-retirement. 

Submitted by Margaret Purdy 

Luba 
Elias (Hilko) and Ksenia Luba immigrated to 

Canada in the year 1907. Hilko and Ksenia 
(Budiwska) came tQ Canada from the village of 
Elawcha, powit or district of Trembowla in the 
Ukraine. Travelling with them was their daughter 
Mary, who was two years old. They landed in Halifax 
and proceeded to Shoal Lake, Manitoba, eventually 
settling at Angusville, Manitoba. 

On August 19,1907, a daughter Annie was born 
at Angusville, Manitoba. However, in the winter of 
1909 tragedy struck the family. Elias (Hilko) Luba 
went out to help his brother Alex cut timber and was 
accidentally killed by a falling tree on the SE 
35-20-26 WPM, on February 13, 1909. 

Ksenia Luba, left a widow with two little girls, 
married Andrew Solonynka on June 25, 1909 at 
Olha, Manitoba and they went to live at Seech, 
Manitoba. There they homesteaded, first with oxen 
and then with horses. Later two children were born to 
this union, Martha and John Solonynka. Martha 
passed away when she was only six years old. 

Elias and Ksenia's two children were: Mary, mar
ried to Paul Peniuta and they lived in Oakbum, Man
itoba. She was a wonderful seamstress and always 
had a big garden, Their children were: Matt Sol
onynka (wife Mary Nykoliation) Thelma (Mrs. Bill 
Dolinski) Annie (Mrs. Peter Bamburak) Stella (Mrs. 
Alex Nelson) Peter (wife Olga Rusnak) Elsie (Mrs 
Phillip Slashinsky) Katie (died in infancy) Mervin 
(wife Pat Reichert). Mary Peniuta died December 5, 
1961, Matt Solonynka died April 10, 1966, Paul Pen-
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Annie Morris, Ksenia (Luba) Solonynka and Mary Penuita. 

iuta died May 20, 1975 and Elsie Slashinsky died 
June 29, 1980. 

Annie married Steve Morris (Morys) and they 
resided at Regina, Saskatchewan. She also did all her 
own sewing and gardening and her husband was a 
woodworker. Their family were: Helen (Mrs. John 
M. Gensiorek) Tena (Mrs. William Hameluck) Olga 
(Mrs. Gordon Hanna) and Elizabeth. 

Steve Morris passed away on November 10, 
1973. 

Andrew and Ksenia Solonynka celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary on June 25, 1959. 

On June 8,1961, Andrew Solonynkapassed away 
at Oakbum, Manitoba. 

Ksenia (Luba) Solonynka born on August 16, 
1873 passed away on January 26, 1963 at Oakbum, 
Manitoba. 

How we will remember the tasty meat balls 
grandma made out of elk or moose meat and how 
grandpa never forgot to bring us a bag of candies or 
apples when he drove his team to Oakbum. 

Submitted by a granddaughter (Mrs. Helen 
Gensiorek) 

Michael Luba 
After a five week's voyage in the "Mont Blanc", 

my brother John, age 17, and Peter, age 11, and I, a 
baby of ten months, arrived in Canada in 1900 from 
the Ukraine with our parents, Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Pushka. There were several different families in our 
group. After travelling two weeks by train from 
Toronto, we arrived at Shoal Lake. We were taken 
forty miles north to Ranchvale to our home - a tent. 
Dry bread and slough water sustained us until flour 
was purchased from Birtle. It took father four days 
tramping through bush to return carrying a bag of 
flour on his back. Many tears were shed as he set out 
on his trip for fear he would be lost or killed by wild 



animals. Before long, we learned that Snake Creek, 
with a small store, was only 12 miles away. 

I remember a wash-board my father made to help 
mother scrub the clothes. My denim dress was 
washed every Saturday, ready for Sunday and an
other week's wear. When I was nine years old, I made 
a dress from flour sacks. By the time I reached 
school, it was in pieces. 

Father was forced to find work at $4.00 a month 
in an English settlement further south. He was away 
for four lonely months. Returning in September, a 
log house, plastered with mud and a roof of sod, was 
built. Snake Creek Church was built in 1905 and 
Ruthenia, my first school, was built in 1908. Mr. 
William Hrushoway and Mr. Jacob Mayowsky were 
two of my teachers. 

I was nine years old when I walked three miles 
barefoot to enter school for the first time. Lunch was 
plain bread sprinkled with sugar or salt. Dried rabbit 
skins made warm lining for shoes in the winter. 

Sometimes it was hard to get to school in winter 
because of blizzards and banks of snow. I was out of 
school for a month in the spring to lead the oxen 
while my father plowed and harrowed with two har
rows. He sowed grain by hand. I was absent for a 
month from school helping my dad and mom stook
ing sheaves. In grade four, at the age of twelve, I had 

Mrs. Mike (Nettie) Luba. 
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to leave school to pick stones and pull roots on new 
breaking. 

My husband, Michael, came on the same boat as 
we did, at three and one half years of age. He had no 
chance for schooling. In the winter, he had to stay 
indoors to help his mother with two younger chil
dren. When he was 14, he drove a horse and a bull as 
a team to break the land. These were difficult but 
friendly times. I thank God for helping us out of our 
miseries and for giving us good children. 

Nettie Glushka, the oldest daughter, has three 
children, - Sonia, Elizabeth, and Joan. They are all 
well-educated and are all married. 

Peter is a co-ordinator at the University of Win
nipeg. He married Olive Katchur, a teacher. They 
have three children: Robert, Barry and Kathy. 
Robert, the oldest son, is a doctor and Kathy and 
Barry still attend school. 

Emily, Mrs. Martin Chalaturnyk, has two girls: 
Debbie and Lesia. Both are well educated and are 
married. Her husband, Martin, is a principal of Vin
cent Massey School in Brandon. 

Helen, Mrs. Doug Johnson, is a graduate of the 
Misericordia School of Nursing and of the Brandon 
Mental Hospital. Her two daughters, Tanya and Sa
mentha, are both well educated. 

William married Jean Dutchak. Ronny, Larry, 
Donna, Sherry, Beverley and Karen are their chil
dren. 

Paul, an area farmer, married Kay Solonychmy. 
Their three children are Jerry, Danny and Lori-Ann. 

by Mrs. M. Luba 
(nee Nettie Pushka) 

Panko and Appolonia Luhovy 
Pantaleymon (Panko) and Appolonia Luhovy 

emigrated to Canada on July 26, 1900. The couple 
crossed the Atlantic Ocean on "The Hamburg Amer
ican Steamship Line" under the auspicies of M. 
Morawetz. 

With Panko and Appolonia came their two young 
sons, four year old Nicholas and one year old An
thony. 

The family emigrated from Husiatyn, Western 
Ukraine, and came and settled on a homestead, ap
proximately five and one-half miles northeast of 
Oakburn, Manitoba. This homestead was a short 
distance - northwest of St. Cantius Roman Catholic 
Church. 

On this homestead they raised their family. It was 
here that Adam, May (Mrs. 1. W. Melosky), William, 
Mary (Mrs. M. 1. Shwaluk), Ann (Mrs. Mike Polos) 
and Mike were born. 

The hardships encountered by the young couple 
were overwhelming but faith in God and brotherly 



Luhovy family in 1925. Back Seat, Left to Right: Mary, Anne, 
Mrs. Luhovy, Panko Luhovy, May. Front Seat, Left to Right: 
William, Anthony, Mike, Adam Luhovy. 

love among neighbors and friends enabled them to 
overcome these hardships. 

Problems were numerous, but the pioneers 
learned how to cope with them. 

Panko had a family to clothe and feed. Like many 
other pioneers he trudged every spring and fall as far 
as Newdale, Strathclair, and even Hamiota, seeking 
gainful employment. 

When he was not away working, he toiled from 
dawn until dusk on his beloved soil - clearing land 
in order to grow his own crop. 

In the autumn of 1906 Panko lost his arm in a 
threshing mishap while trying to dislodge some 
sheaves from a moving kerrat (threshing) machine. 
Panko's sleeve became entagled in the mechanism 
and his left arm was mangled. 

It was late fall and snow covered the ground. He 
was conveyed immediately by horse and sleigh to 
Shoal Lake Hospital which was fifteen miles away. 
The doctor in charge amputated his left arm about 
three inches above the elbow - a dreadfully painful 
experience. Being impatient, Panko couldn't wait to 
get out of the hospital. He expected an addition to his 
family. After several weeks of convalescing he con
vinced his doctor to discharge him prematurely -
even before his wound was completely healed. He 
walked home from the hospital - much to the 
amazement of his family. 

Panko's and Appolonia's family were growing. 
Their children attended St. John's School, which was 
built in 1907. In those days, children went to school 
when there was no urgent work at home - a big 
difference from the present day compulsory system 
for the children reaching the age of six years. 

Panko and Appolonia resided close to St. Cantius 
Roman Catholic Church. Because of their proximity 
to the church the Luhovys often had many drop-in 
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visitors - parishioners on their way to church. They 
stopped to rest or have a drink of water. People 
congregated at the church from miles around. 

From 1913-1917 Rev. Plocienski was the parish 
priest. He was a personal friend of the Luhovy fam
ily. Panko learned to communicate with Rev. Plo
cienski in the Polish language. 

In 1914, Anthony, Panko's and Appolonia's sec
ond eldest son, left home to attend St. Boniface 
College. In 1922 he began attending the Grand Semi
nary in Montreal until his ordination to the priest
hood in 1925. Rev. Anthony Luhovy was ordained in 
St. Michael's Church at Olha, Manitoba in 1925 by 
His Excellency, Bishop N. Budka of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Faith. 

Rev. A. Luhovy was one of the leaders of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Western Canada. After 
fifty-one years of dedicated service to his church 
Canon Anthony Luhovy passed on to eternity on 
Nov. 18, 1976. 

In 1917 times had improved and the Luhovy fam
ily moved to a new farm, one mile east of Oakburn, 
Man. The farm had been purchased from Mr. John 
Menzies. 

Panko and Appolonia Luhovy. 

Time took its toll on the Luhovy family. Nicholas 
passed on in 1923. Panko went to meet his "Maker" 
in 1939 at the age of seventy years. His wife met him 
in Everlasting Eternity in 1947. Adam died in 1960, 



Mike in 1961, Mary (Mrs. M. 1. Shwaluk) in 1963, 
and Rev. Anthony in 1976. 

Panko was an active Ukrainian Canadian citizen. 
He was a faithful parishioner of St. Cantius R.C. 
Church. He was one of the original founders of St. 
Michael's Ukrainian Catholic Church at Olha, Man
itoba. Upon moving to the Oakburn area he aided in 
the establishment of The Holy Eucharist Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Oakburn. He was one of the 
directors of the Oakburn Co-operative Store, when it 
was under the management of John Chupak. 

Panko believed in the propagation of the Ukrai
nian language and social customs of his homeland. 
From his arrival in Canada until his eternal departure 
in 1939, he was an industrious worker for family and 
country. 

Mackedenski 

Submitted By 
(Mrs.) Ann Polos 

Menzie, Manitoba 

Trochym Mackedenski was born in 1872 in the 
village of Postolowka in the Ukraine. In 1896 he 
married the daughter of Maxim Yaskiw, Himka, who 
was born in 1875. Their firstborn, a set of twins died 
at birth. In 1903 they were blessed with a daughter, 
Nellie, and in 1905 they had a son, Mike. In the 
spring of 1907, they emigrated to Canada with their 
two children. Within a month of their arrival in 
Canada, Himka gave birth to another baby girl, Kath
erine, followed by Annie in February of 1912, Joseph 
in March of 1916 and Alexander in February of 1921. 
During their first year in Canada, they lived with 
Himka's parents during which time they purchased a 
parcel of land south east of Rossburn, i.e. S.E. 
1-20-24. With a growing family to support, Trochym 
and Himka decided to sell this quarter section of land 
in 1916 and move to the rural Municipality of Shoal 
Lake, purchasing and settling on the NE33-18-24. 
The family continued as faithful members of the Sts. 
Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church of 
Rossburn where Trochym served on committees and 
later, was part of the church brotherhood. He enjoyed 
a long and healthy life till the age of 79 when he 
passed away on April 27 , 1961, shortly after the death 
of Himka on January 3, 1961. 

Nellie born in 1903, was only 4 years old when 
she came to Canada. She matured very quickly. She 
married Anton Drul in 1920. They initially had made 
their home in the N. Y2 10-18-22 but later moved to the 
EY2 16-18-23 where they lived until their retirement to 
Oakburn in 1952. In 1968, a tragedy occurred when 
Anton was killed in a car accident and Nellie re
mained partially disabled. She failed continually 
with her disability which required a walker to help 
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her move about and resulted in a wheelchair shortly 
thereafter. When she could no longer live alone, she 
entered the Shoal Lake Morley Home which opened 
in 1974 and resides there at the present time. They 
had three children. One son, Dick married to Ann 
Dunits, farms near Oakburn. They have three chil
dren Terry, Mary Ann and Ronald. Daughter, Katie 
married Lloyd Kotyk and lives in Winnipeg, as does 
daughter Ann who married Marcel Ewashko. The 
Kotyks have three children, Ken, Gloria and Larry 
while the Ewashkos have two boys, Arvid and 
Blaine. 

Mike, the eldest son, born in November of 1905, 
has admitted life was tough. He had to work very 
hard alongside his parents to make a living. The pre
depression years were dry and there was a freeze on 
grain sales. Mike decided to try his luck at ajob in the 
United States in the fall of 1928. He did find work at a 
slaughter house in Chicago for six months; then later 
worked in the Ford factory in Detroit. After a year in 
the States, he had to come home as his mother had 
taken ill. He married Jessie Hrycak in November of 
1930 and began farming on the NW 35-18-24 till 
1940 when he moved to the SW 22-18-24. In 1944 he 
moved to Vista and still continued farming until 
retirement in 1973. They have four children. The 
only son Lome married Leona Nowasad of Oakbum. 
He is employed at the Erickson Credit Union. They 
have two children, Lori and Lisa. Daughter Sylvia 
married Boyd Ferris and with sons Blake and Craig 
along with daughter, Heather, live in Vancouver, Brit
ish Columbia. Daughter Betty married Raymond 
MacDonald, and also resides in Vancouver, British 
Columbia. They have two children, Rayleen and 
Trevor. Daughter Patricia married to Bernard Wilock 
resides in Winnipeg. They have three children, 
Robyn, Ryan and Tracy. 

Katherine was the child born shortly after the 
immigration to Canada in 1907. In 1927 she met Dan 
Moiseshyn who had been a former resident of the 
Menzie district but was employed at the Ford factory 
in Detroit at the time. Dan took Katherine as his wife 
to Windsor, Ontario. He died in 1960 from a heart 
attack. Katherine continues to reside in Windsor. 
They had a family of three. Billy married Clare 
Thompson and with children Paul, John and Mary
Kay resides in Samia, Ontario. Daughter MaryAnne 
married Joe Cimer and with daughters Karen and 
Clarice along with son, Joey resides in Windsor. 
Daughter Gloria married to Dave Wood, resides in 
Grandvidge, Connecticut. 

Annie born in 1912, moved to Windsor as a young 
girl to live with her sister, Katherine, later she mar
ried Jim Cusick of Detroit. They had no children. Jim 
was killed when struck by a car en route from work. 



Annie is presently in a nursing home at Holland, 
Michigan. 

Joseph, born in 1916, led a fun-loving, easy
going life, marrying Sophie Sitko in 1941. They 
farmed southwest of Vista till his death in 1977. 
Joseph, aside from his farming, served as councillor 
for 27 years for the Rural Municipality of Shoal 
Lake. They had a family of four, Gloria, who died 
shortly after birth; Darlene, married to Nestor An
tonation, resides in Fraserwood, Manitoba with chil
dren, Nicolene and Melanie; Janette married to Larry 
Huston lives at Rossburn, with their two children, 
Sharla and Renay; and son Barry continues to farm 
and lives at the family farm. 

Alexander, born in February of 1921 had a couple 
of misfortunes during his childhood life. In 1929 
while attending the Rossburn Fair, he was hit by a car. 

Some members of the Mackedenski family are seen in this 
farmyard scene on the Alex Mackedenski farm shortly after 
1940. Back Row, Left to Right: Joseph Mackedenski, Alex
ander Mackedenski, Trochym Mackedenski, Mike Mack
edenski. Front Row, Left to Right: Himko Mackedenski, 
Dorothy Yaskiw, Sophie Mackedenski, Jessie Mackedenski 
- holding daughter Betty. Sylvia and Lorne Mackedenski are 
in front. 
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Alexander was immediately rushed to the local hos
pital where he received medical treatment from Dr. 
Evans. In 1932 during the busy threshing season he 
ran errands for the adults, using his bicycle for trans
portation. While on one of such errands on the road, 
a car hit him accidentally cutting his ear and com
pletely demolishing his bicycle. He stayed in the 
Shoal Lake hospital for one week where he received 
close medical attention. The cut ear required 
stitches, consequently leaving it lower than the other 
ear for the remainder of his life. 

He attended the Culross School receiving only a 
primary education. In 1944 he married Eleanor Kas
kiw and continued farming on the family farm quar
ter NE 33-18-24 where they lived with his parents. 
They had two children, Leonard and Diane. Leonard 
married Ollie Kozun and presently is employed by 
the village of Rossburn as Municipal Clerk. They 
have one child, Ashley. Their firstborn, Luanna 
passed away suddenly in 1979 at the young age of 7 
years. Diane employed by the Toronto Dominion 
Bank at Rossbum resides with her mother at the 
family farm. Alexander died at the young age of 51 in 
August of 1972 after a short heart illness. 

John MacPhail 
One of the early settlers, who did remain in the 

Vista area for many years, was my father, John Mac
Phail. He became interested in the district through 
Alexander McDonald. 

He was born on the Isle of Tiree, on the west coast 
of Scotland in 185l. While still a young man, he went 
to Glasgow, where he worked in a Wholesale Dry 
Goods Store for a short time. 

In the Spring of 1879, he immigrated to America, 
remaining for one year in Michigan, after which he 
spent a short period of time in Ontario. Early in 1882, 
he came west to Manitoba and finally to the Vista 
district, making the trip by ox-cart. He filed for his 
homestead, the S.W. Y4 10-19-24, at the Dominion 
Land Titles Office in Birtle on May 3, 1882, and for 
pre-emption, the N.W. Y41O-19-24, at the Dominion 
Land Titles Office in Minnedosa on January 24, 
1899. It may be of interest that this quarter section has 
been homesteaded by John McKinnon, (son of Hugh 
McKinnon of the CuI ross District) and then aban
doned. Then later by George Wildgoose who also 
abandoned it. 

During the first summer, the C.P.R. were build
ing the railroad toward Shoal Lake. So he, and many 
of the settlers, worked on the railroad during the 
summer months. 

Then, in the Fall of that year, while getting out 
logs to build a stable on his homestead both his feet 
got frozen. It was through kindness of his good 



friends, Mr. and Mrs. Donald McKinnon of the 
Culross District, who cared for him that winter that 
he was able to resume his duties on the homestead in 
the Spring. 

In 1888, he married Katie Bell ofIslay, Scotland, 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Bell, who had 
come to the district in 1884. Within a year, Mrs. 
MacPhail·had passed away. He batched for several 
years, although a nephew, Archie MacPhail, (son of 
his brother Charles of Novar, Ontario) was with him 
for a time, and attended Perth School. 

In 1899, he married Catherine Macmillan, from 
the Isle of lona, on the west coast of Scotland. They 
had a family of three: Alexander, Marion and lain. 

My father took a keen interest in municipal and 
school affairs. He was reeve of the municipality of 
Rossbum for many years. He was also trustee and 
secretary-treasurer of the Islay School District. He 
was one of the many pioneers who were instrumental 
in the building of the Argyle Presbyterian ChJ.lrch. 

In 1914, he was stricken with muscular rheuma
tism from which he never recovered. But, during the 
thirteen years which he spent mostly in bed, he took a 
lively interest in the affairs and progress of the coun
try. On March 19, 1927, he passed peacefully away at 
his home. 

And now, I would like to pay tribute to my 
Mother, who was able to carryon during those diffi
cult days. With my father laid aside and three chil
dren to raise, it must have seemed like an 
insurmountable task. The obstacles were many, and I 
will always admire her courage and the manner in 
which she was able to cope. Her years of retirement 
were pleasant. Visits from her friends and neighbors 
were always a source of joy for her. It was on Febru
ary 9, 1952, that she passed away. 

They are both "At Rest" in Argyle Cemetery. 

My sister, my brother, and I were born and raised 
on the family farm at Vista and we attended school at 
Islay. 

In the 1930's, we started into the production of 
registered wheat, oats, and barley. This proved to be 
a most interesting and a very rewarding venture. In 
1957, I was awarded the Robertson Association Cer
tificate. 

As time went on, we expanded into a variety of 
enterprises, which included, besides the registered 
grain, cattle (Aberdeen Angus), Suffolk sheep, York
shire hogs, Bronze turkeys, and Barred Rock hens. 
Then, of course, there was the Bee-Keeping project, 
which has been carried on for many years. 

Left to Right: John MacPhail, with Alexander, Mrs. John MacPhail, Lena Hrankowsky, others unknown. Picture taken in 1901. 

267 



In 1937, I was elected trustee of the Islay School, 
an honour I held until the school district was joiner! 
with other schools and became known as Pelly Trail 
School Division. 

I also took a keen interest in the Argyle Pres
byterian Church which was situated three miles 
southwest of Vista. I was secretary-treasurer from 
1925 until 1977 when it was closed and the building 
was sold. 

On December 22, 1948, Florence Turner of 
Emerson, Manitoba, and I were married. Although 
Florence had taught school all her life, she soon 
became adapted to the farm and she made a success 
of it. She was interested in the community and took 
part in many of the activities - the church, the 
school, 4-H Club work. the Vista Poultry Pool and 
the Women's Institute. 

During the years 1961 and again in 1963, Flo
rence and I travelled to Britain on holidays. I was 
privileged to visit the birthplace of my parents on the 
Isle of lona, and the Isle of Tiree on the west coast of 
Scotland. 

In 1965, we bought a house in Shoal Lake and 
retired for the winter months. Finally we retired 
permanently. Although, I still (with help) farm the 
land, my retirement came about earlier on account of 
arthritis. 

Following a long illness, Florence passed away 
on December 25, 1977. I continue to live in our 
house in Shoal Lake. 

My sister, Marion was also keenly interested in 
the farm. She took up teaching school as a profes
sion. She taught at Perth and Islay in the Vista area, 
as well as in the towns of Plumas, Strathclair and 
Minnedosa. She retired from the teaching profession 
in 1967. 

In 1952 ColI McCormick and Marion were mar
ried and they took up residence in Minnedosa. They 
were busy folk with their various activities. They also 
had several enjoyable trips which included Scotland. 

On August 10,1973 ColI passed away following a 
brief illness. Marion still resides in her home in 
Minnedosa. 

During the years that my brother, lain was attend
ing High School, he took a keen interest in the farm. 
So, after he completed Grade XII, we began expand
ing some of our projects. And, it was while he was 
attending a Bee-Keepers Course at the University in 
Winnipeg that he took ill. He passed away on Febru
ary 25, 1937 at the age of twenty-five years. His 
passing was a severe blow to us all. 

Contributed by Alexander MacPhail. 
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John A. MacPhail 

John A. MacPhail immigrated to Canada from 
th.e Isle of Tiree, on the west coast of Scotland. He 
spent some time in Nova Scotia where he taught 
school. He came west in 1898 (to the area that is 
known as Vista today) and purchased the land, S-Y2 
of 2-19-24 from Alexander Bell. 

He married Margaret Lamont of Shoal Lake and 
they had a family of nine: Charlie, Neil, Katie, Flo
rence, John, Duncan, Mary, Ellen, and Alex. 

In 1905 or 1906, they sold the farm and moved to 
Elfros, Saskatchewan. At the time of this writing, 
John, Mary, and Ellen live in Edmonton and Duncan 
lives in Vancouver. The other members of the family 
have passed away. 

Contributed by Alexander MacPhail. 

Maduke 
My parents, Konstantin and Rozalia Maduke im

migrated to Canada in 1903. They came from the 
village of Elawcha, District of Trembowlia, Western 
Ukraine. They were accompanied by their three 
sons, William, (12), Michael (10) and Dan- 8 years 
of age. I do not remember the name of the ship, but I 
understand that it was built and used to carry cattle 
and passengers, and the trip took about 18 days to 
complete. We then travelled from the east by train to 
Winnipeg, then by train again to Strathclair, from 
there we travelled by oxen to the Olha district. They 
settled temporarily on Hudson's Bay land until they 
knew where their homes would be. They lived in a 
tent for a few weeks, and finally got a homestead by 
Patterson's Lake, the farm on which I still live. 

My uncle Harry Maduke had immigrated to Can
ada about 3 years earlier with three children, and he 
was already established on his homestead one and a 
half miles north of my parents. He already had some 
land cleared, had a nice garden and a couple acres of 
wheat, which was broadcast by hand, threshed with a 
flail. The only tools they had were a grub-hook and 
spade for land clearing. My parents were happy, as 
there were more people settling in the area and when 
help was needed, it was there. My father built a new 
house on his homestead with the help ofUnc1e Harry 
and other neighbors - in no time the house was 
built. My mother plastered the house with clay. 
Uncle Harry was fully experienced in building roofs. 
First he put the rafters, then he put on spruce rails (3 
to 4" in diameter) horizontally about a foot apart. 
Then they cut long hay, tied it into sheaves like a 
binder would make, and then the sheaves are laid side 
by side, same as you would do with shingles. The 



Rosalia Maduke in 1962. 

next row would be the same except you lay them six 
inches to the weather. A rope is made of long hay and 
the sheaves are tied to the horizontal rails, and a roof 
like that never leaks. The parents were very happy 
that they had a place to live. The next job was to clear 
some land in order to grow a garden. Also, within a 
year they bought a cow, as it was important to have 
milk in the house. 

The years passed by, and my parents were blessed 
with three more children, first the writer - Peter, 
then brother Paul, and then sister Mary, who passed 
away at one and a half years. Uncle Harry and Aunty 
were blessed with four more children. Everyone was 
happy that they were in a new country of many good 
things. But for some, this happiness was short lived. 
One winter, my father decided to cut some logs ill 
order to build a stable for the cow, and also for a horse 
that they had hoped to have. He sat on a log to rest and 
the cold wind chilled his left side and instantly, his 
side was paralyzed and he was confined to bed. For 
my mother, it was the beginning of bearing a heavy 
cross, as she had to look after father and three small 
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Michael and Mary Maduke, Clarence and Jean. 

children. This bad news soon spread, and two of the 
first to extend a helping hand were Mr. Jim and Bob 
Brown. They took matters into their hands and ar
ranged to move our father to a hospital in Portage la 
Prairie, where he passed away after twelve years. 
This move greatly reduced the burden my mother had 
to bear. But it seemed that mother's worry never 
ended. William and Michael started going to school. 
One day William came home from school but 
Michael didn't, and upon questioning William did 
not know what happened to Michael. Days and 
weeks went by - mother could not find him. Finally, 
she heard that he was at Mr. Jim Brown's place, eight 
miles from home. Mother found Michael there, on 
top of a steam engine turning the steering wheel. 
After much begging, she could not talk him into 
coming home. Mr. Brown noticed this and he asked 
that he stay there and attend school at Vista and 



Mother agreed, and Mr. Brown took mother home 
with horse and buggy. Another worry plagued moth
er - the war. William and Michael both enlisted and 
after the war they both came home, both had been 
wounded in action. They stayed home for a year and 
then left. William studied to become a Doctor and 
Michael went to Montreal, where he married a 
French girl, and they were blessed with three girls
his wife passed away at the age of 53 years, and 
Michael passed away at the age of 79 years (1979). 
William never did get married and passed away in 
Winnipeg in 1922. Dan was left to look after the 
farm, but not for long. One night Dan was on his way 
home when he was confronted by figures covered 

William Maduke in 1915. 
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with white sheets which turned out to be local boys 
and girls out for fun. But for Dan, it wasn't funny and 
he was terrified and ran all the way home. In a few 
wt:eks he was confined to the Brandon Mental Hospi
tal where he remained for 15 years and passed away. 

That left me and brother Paul to run the farm. We 
provided mother with a house and lot in Oakburn 
where she lived until her passing at the age of 92 
years in 1964. My wife and I were married in 1926, 
she being the daughter of Michael Wasilka. We were 
blessed with three daughters and two sons. Except 
for our oldest daughter who is with us and not mar
ried (Stefie), the rest are married with two or three in 
a family. 

Brother Paul was married in 1932, and they were 
blessed with one daughter. His wife passed away in 
1975. Paul's daughter, Gladys, got married in 1959 to 
Neil Edwards and they had two daughters. After 
residing in Winnipeg for a few years, they moved to 
Birtle, and Neil worked in a bakery until his passing. 
The bakery was owned and operated by his father-in
law Paul. Paul is now retired from the business, and 
Gladys operates her own jewelry store. 

In conclusion, I am pleased to say that my wife 

Paul and Jean (Ksenia) Maduke, with baby Gladys. 



and I enjoy good health; I am 73 years of age and my 
wife 69, and we still live on the old homestead. 

Peter Maduke, 1981. 

Malaniuk 
My parents, Fred and Eudocia Malaniuk, my 

sisters, Anne and Mary, and I (Matthew), came to 
Canada in 1905. I was born on July 23, 1900 in 
Western Ukraine. In 1905 Father decided to immi
grate to Canada. He sold all his property and started 
out from the town of Stanislawiw, Western Ukraine. 
The name of this town was changed to Ivano-Fran
kivsk in 1962. Ivan Franko was a noted Ukrainian 
poet. 

We had a pleasant train trip to Germany but the 
ocean voyage was terribly rough. We landed in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, then travelled to Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. From Winnipeg, we went to Russell, then 
to Angusville, Manitoba. At Angusville, we stayed 
at the Paul Mushumanski home. Father walked from 
Angusville to the Rossburn district to meet his old 
friend, Alex Oryniak Sr. who was already settled on a 
homestead on SE Y4 34-21-24. There was a vacant 
homestead on SW 28-21-24 so Father applied for this 
land and got it. We stayed at Oryniak's place, while 
Father walked every day to his homestead to build a 
small house. 

There were lots of good neighbors on the same 
section: Mickey Hasiuk on NE Y4, Steve Verbowski 
on NW Y4 and Thomas Bradshaw on SE Y4. There was 
a family on every homestead then. This district is 
now known as Mears, Manitoba. It was a hard life in 
those days but everyone was ':Jping for better times. 
There were no pleasures and we were short of food 
and clothes. There was no priest, Church or school 
here, when we came. Even with all the troubles, the 
people were friendly and spent time visiting and 
talking about the past and future. 

In about four years, a school district was 
organized. The name chosen for this school was 
Chmelnycki. The school was vacant for some time as 
teachers were scarce. In 1910 a young teacher came 
from Oakburn, Manitoba. His name was Michael 
Nowosad. This was his first teaching position. He 
was only eighteen years old and was a very good 
teacher. He later married my wife's sister, Irene 
Lapka. My sister, Mary, and I started to go to school. 
I went for four and one half years and got to grade 
six. I had no trouble studying, but I had to quit to go 
to work. 

By 1916, our family had increased by five chil
dren. I had four sisters and three brothers. Alex and 
Harry are deceased. Michael and his wife, Lillian, 
live in Seaforth, Ontario. Anne married Victor 
Shmyr who is deceased. She is now married to 
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Fred and Eudocia Malaniuk in 1941. 

William Brykaliuk. Mary's first marriage was to 
John Bereza. They were farming in this district when 
he passed away. Later, she married John Leschesin 
and they lived in Rossburn. They are both deceased. 
Mrs. Charlie (Sophie) Kornyk and Mrs. Peter (Pearl) 
Baydak both live in Rossburn. 

In 1915, I went out to work at fifteen dollars a 
month. I worked for three years, then in 1920 we 
bought S Y2 17-21-24 in the Birdtail Valley. We were 
neighbors to William Butler who lived one-half mile 
east from our farm. It was a good farm but not for 
wheat as it was too low with lots of danger of frost. 
The price of oats was one dollar and twenty-five cents 
per bushel in the spring but went down to twenty-five 
cents by fall. Payments on the farm were one-half the 
crop so there wasn't enough to pay the threshing bill, 
debts and living costs. In 1923, I decided to buy my 
own threshing machine. This way, I always had our 
crop threshed on time. In 1928, I took an Auto 
Mechanic course in Winnipeg, Manitoba. I bought a 
bigger threshing machine and threshed crops in the 
Mears district for about twenty-two years. I didn't 
make a fortune, as in 1930 the crops were poor so I 
couldn't charge much. This was during the depres
sion and the farmers were going through hard times. 

I made extra money by trapping. I also took an 
engine out of an old car and made it into a wood 
sawing rig. All winter I sawed wood and crushed 
grain for people within a radius of ten miles. 

I had been a bachelor for five years, so in 1934 I 
decided to get married, as I thought I was old 
enough. I married Jean Lapka from Silverton and we 
lived on the farm until 1943. Then, with our three 
daughters, we moved to the village of Rossburn. Our 



Matt Malaniuk pictured at eighteen years of age. 

fourth daughter was born in Rossburn Hospital. We 
couldn't find a house to buy so I bought land and 
built a house for us. My parents moved to Rossburn 
the following year. Father passed away in 1950 at the 
age of eighty and Mother passed away in 1961 at the 
age of eighty-eight. 

. I worked at different types of jobs in the Village. I 
did Carpentry work, tractor and car repairs. I was 
Village Constable and road grader for three years. I 
also had my own garage business for two years but it 
affected my health so I decided to sell. William 
Si.lewich bought it. In 1953, I went back to farming. I 
stili owned my own farm so it was good to be my own 
boss again. In 1968, I sold the farm to Murray Ka
Iyniuk and retired. My pension started in 1969. 

Our four daughters attended school in Rossburn 
Village and went to high school. They are Mrs. 
Howard Bourns (Patricia) in Winnipeg, Manitoba; 
Mrs. Douglas Joiner (Pauline) in Rossburn, Man
itoba; Mrs. Frank Keller (Phyllis) in Russell, Man
itoba and Mrs. Gary Matikka (Elaine) in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. We are proud of our daughters and their 
families. We have five grandsons and four grand
daughters. 

My wife and I have been living our retirement 
years in the village of Rossburn and we still live in the 
same house that I built in 1943. 

Written by 
Matthew David Malaniuk 

Michael and Theresa Maryniuk 
Michael Maryniuk was born November 12,1881, 

in the village of Veekno (Okno) district of Ternopil, 
Western Ukraine. He came to Canada in the early 
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part of 1899 from Ukraine and directly to Rossburn 
district where his sister Mrs. John Fiel and friends 
from the same village had come earlier. 

In 1903 he married Theresa Gumieny and home
steaded S.W. V4-36-20-24 which was pretty well sol
id bush and some hay meadow. At that time Michael 
was 22 years and Theresa was 16 years of age. There
sa was born November 21, 1887 in the same village. 
Their first house was a little log cabin on a hill on the 
north-west comer of their homestead. Needless to 
say, their hardships were many - but their great faith 
in God and hard work and neighbors, friends and 
relatives all helping each other made their life easier, 
happier, and eventually they could laugh at their past 
problems. 

Michael and Theresa Maryniuk. 

About 1904 Michael's mother came to Canada 
after her husband had died in the old country: 
Michael's mother died 3 years later and was buried on 
the old Panas farm, the first Ukrainian cemetery, 
which is about three quarters of a mile south of 
Rossman Lake, now Flaman's farm. 

Michael Maryniuk was a very progressive mind
ed and enterprising individual who took a very active 
part in the community life of his day. He was very 
interested and concerned about the educational and 
religious upbringing of the young children of the 
Rossburn community. He lobbied, instigated and in 
general was instrumental in founding the school dis
trict of Clarke (named after school inspector Clarke). 
The result was the building of Clarke School in the 
year of 1937. Michael was the first chairman of the 
school board for a number of years and through his 
input education in Clarke S. D. flourished and was 
enjoyed by residents and children both. Even the 
Ukrainian and Polish language were taught to inter
ested children as extra curricular activities. Michael 
Maryniuk was also a treasurer of the Ukrainian Cath
olic farm church, as well as serving as a cantor to the 



priest for many years. Another interest of Mr. Mar
yniuk was his aggressive interest in politics and his 
chief concern was trying to influence the politicians 
to make life a little easier for the farmers in the 
community. Being a very well read literary man he 
would spend many evenings reading exciting stories 
in the Ukrainian language about fiery Cossack epi
sodes and battles between the Turks, Tartars and great 
Cossack armies to little groups of relatives and 
friends who used to come and visit the Maryniuk 
household. 

Michael passed away March 22, 1953. 
Michael's wife Theresa had two sisters and a 

brother - Mrs. Anne Didych, Mrs. Carol Lepitzki 
and Frank Gumieny. Besides raising her family she 
also helped her husband Mike in the fields. She 
milked cows, grew a huge garden and took an active 
role in the Ukrainian Catholic Church of St. Peter and 
Paul. Many times she trudged 4 miles on foot with a 
pail, soap, and mop in her hands to help clean the 
church. She was a very pious person and a devout 
mother and wife having a great concern for others, 
especially those less fortunate, and a great love for 
her children. 

Theresa passed away November 7, 1966. 
And now to relate the family tree in brief, as so 

many who read these family histories exude a per
sonal interest in the growth pattern and the spreading 
of the roots of the family tree. 

Peter was the first son born on December 10, 
1904. Peter married Martha Lazaruk on November 
16, 1931, and the happy couple farmed a short Y2 mile 
from Peter's parents for many years. Peter and Mar
tha were well known for miles around as they both 

Pete Maryniuk. 
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came from large families, had delightful person
alities, and were loved and respected by all. Peter had 
a special sense of humor and friendliness that 
endeared him to all that had the pleasure of meeting 
or knowing him. An avid hunter, Peter would spend 
hours of being out in the delightful outdoors, or, to be 
in the pleasant company of friends and relatives. 
Whenever tall stories or jokes were told at family 
gatherings, dances or weddings, you could be sure 
that "Pete" was the star attraction. Good old Peter 
had that special personality that made people feel 
really good to be in his company and share talk and 
pleasantries with him. 

Pete and Martha were blessed with 5 children, 
viz., Marie, Ernie, Sonya, Shirley and Debbie. 

Marie married Bill Pawluk and they have one 
daughter Teresa in Winnipeg. 

Ernie married Hilda Zenchishyn - they have one 
son Wayne. 

Sonya married Wally Shelmy - they have two 
children, Gerald and Sandra. 

Shirley married Mathew Stadnyk - they have 
three children - Douglas, Michael and Gordie. 

Debbie married Eugene Hrysak - they have one 
child Jennifer. They all live in Shoal Lake. 

Peter passed away in the Brandon Hospital on 
December 15, 1974. 

Paul Maryniuk. 

In 1906 their second son Paul was born. Paul 
never married and stayed home most of his life help
ing his parents with the raising of cattle and farming 
until he passed away in September of 1951. 

Mary was born on February 16,1908. She mar
ried John Klym February 16, 1926. John and Mary 
farmed in the Rossburn area for many years and 
endeared themselves to their friends and family be-



cause of their kind hospitality and friendly disposi
tions. Their children were as follows: 

Elsie - married Don Kimpinski. Their children 
are - Garry, married to Sharon Lyman. They have 
one daughter Magen. Blain is married to Paulette 
Berard. Son, #3 is Robert. All live in St. Catherines, 
Ontario. 

Daughter Ann, married to Mike Oneschuk. Their 
children are - Gail, Greg and Kelly, all living in St. 
Catherines, Ontario. 

Nettie, married to Pete Skolny. They have two 
daughters, Janet and Carol living in St. Catherines, 
Ontario. 

Elaine, married to Brian Brusegard. Their three 
children are - Grant, Sheryl and Leanne of Win
nipeg, Man. 

Daughter Ann was born December 10, 1910. She 
married Harold Chapman in 1927. They were blessed 
with three children - Bill, Stan and Kay. 

Bill married Birdie Melinko. They have three 
children - Michael, Rich and Beverley. 

Stan is married to Ivy Marshall. They have three 
children - Brian, Darryl and Sandra. 

Kay is married to Jim Saxton. They have three 
daughters - Karen, Debbie and Michelle. They all 
reside in St. Catherines. Harold Chapman passed 
away December 10, 1968. 

A son, Nick, was born November 17,1913. He 
married Teenie Kreshewski in 1941. Nick and Teenie 
farmed for many years in the Rossburn district until 
Nick's retirement. Nick is presently chairman of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church Board in Rossburn. This 
position he held for many years. Nick enjoys fishing 
immensely and will travel many miles to catch the 
big ones. Nick and Teenie have two children -

Michael Maryniuk family: Back Row, (L. to R.): Stanley, Nick 
and Mervin. Front Row, (L. to R.): Annie (Chapman), Mary 
(Klym), Nellie (Hallas), Elsie (Taphorn). 
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Ronnie, married to Marilyn Collins with three chil
dren - Lori, Brent and Denton living in Gladstone, 
Manitoba. 

Elaine married to Richard Baydak with two chil
dren, Melanie, and Scott. They live in Calgary. 

A son, Stan, employed with the Paterson Grain 
Elevator Company for many years, was born on June 
1,1919, and married Joyce Lundquist on February 6, 
1943. They were blessed with five children - Mar
garet, Bonnie, Judy, Gerald and Robert. 

Margaret is married to Cyril Berrington with 2 
children, Roger and Randy. They live in Winnipeg. 

Bonnie is married to B ill Roesch. They have 3 
children - Scott, Grant and Tanya. They farm close 
to Handel, Sask. 

Judy is married to Gilbert Brandson. They have 2 
children - Shawn and Sheri. They live in Winnipeg. 

Gerald is married to Sharon Gislason, with 2 
children - Michael Paul and Mandy. They live in 
Winnipeg. 

Robert, still single, lives in Abbotsford, B. C. 
Daughter Nell, born June 22, 1922 is married to 

Frank Hallas. They were married on August 30, 1941 
and are blessed with three children - Shirley, mar
ried to Don Meakin. They have 2 children, Kim
berley and Bryan. They reside in Winnipeg. 

Second daughter Teresa lives in Edmonton, Alta. 
One son Bradley married to Debby Chiplin re

sides in Winnipeg. 
Son, Mervin, born April 13, 1929, married Emily 

Drosdowski in 1951. They have 3 children - David, 
Kathy and Brian. All reside in Armstrong, B.C. 

Daughter Elsie, born February 3, 1933, is mar
ried to Walter Taphorn. They are blessed with 2 
children - Timmy, married to Marvel Enge, and 
Pamela, still at home. They reside in Armstrong, 
B.C. 

Wasyl Maryniuk Family 

Maryniuk family in 1929. Standing: Anne, Alex. Sitting, 
George, Mary, Wasyl, Nick Maryniuk. 



Matiation 
Andrew Matiation was born in 1855 in a small 

village called Pylatkiwtsi, in the county of Borshiv, 
in Western Ukraine. He had two brothers, Mike and 
George. Andrew married Teklia Pytlyk in 1879. 
They were blessed with five children, Magda, Nick, 
Ann, Sam, and Mike. 

Not too much is known about their early married 
life, but in the Spring of 1903 Andrew decided to take 
his 20 year old son Nick and accompany Mike (An
drew's brother) and his family to Canada. Andrew 
remained in Canada only till that Fall and then re
turned to the homeland. His son, Nick, remained in 
Canada with his Uncle Mike and family. Nick helped 
his Uncle set up a homestead in the Seech area of 
Manitoba. 

Four years later, in 1907, Andrew prepared to 
return to Canada, this time with the rest of his family. 
They were disappointed upon arriving in Hamburg, 
Germany, that there were too few passengers for the 
voyage. They were re-directed to the port of Ant
werp, Holland, where they boarded a Cunard Line 
ship. Needless to say, this change in plans put a strain 
on the family money supply. 

It took ten days to cross the Atlantic. Finally they 
arrived at Halifax. Andrew Matiation and his family 
had arrived in Canada in the Spring of 1907. With 
Andrew came his wife, Teklia; daughter Magda, age 
28, with a six week old baby boy, Frank; daughter 
Ann, age 18; sons Sam age 16 and Mike age 13. 
Andrew's other son Nick had already been in Canada 
since 1903. 

The Family travelled by train from Halifax to 
Winnipeg. Their trip took three days and, when they 
arrived, they had but a dollar to their name. They 
were looked after for a whole week while in Win
nipeg. The youngest son, Mike, even went to school 
for a few days. Nick sent the family some money and 
they were able to complete their train journey to 
Shoal Lake, Manitoba. Andrew's brother, Mike, met 
them in Shoal Lake and for the next six weeks the two 
brothers and their families lived under one roof in a 
pioneer house in the Seech area. 

Andrew's homesite was on Sec. 6, about five 
miles from Mike's home. When the logs were as
sembled and the structure covered with clay the fam
ily moved in. As most children in the family were 
grown up, some were able to go to the southern areas 
and work as farm hands. During the winter months 
these young laborers joined the ranks of the unem
ployed. 

The year 1907 was a very busy one for Andrew's 
family. That same year his daughter, Ann, married 
Onofrey Bilinsky and they went to live on Sec. 12 
S.E. the Vista area. Also in 1907, Nick, the son who 
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Sam, Mike and Andrew Matiation pictured from left to right 
beside Mike's car. 

had been in Canada since 1903, received permission 
to purchase a homestead. He had to go to Dauphin to 
make the agreement. It so happened that a group of 
men were going to Dauphin by wagon for similar 
reasons. However, Nick somehow missed the depar
ture and had to run 21 miles before catching up with 
the wagon. He did get his land on Sec. #1. Nick then 
proceeded to marry Ann Slobodean that same year. 
Their early years of marriage in the Seech area con
sisted of clearing land and working for wages to buy 
the supplies they could not themselves produce. 
Learning the English language was a very important 
priority. 

In 1912, Magda married Steve Peech. They took 
up residence in the Vista area. 

Andrew's youngest son, Mike, spent a lot of his 
early life in Canada working as a farm hand. In 1916 
he married Ann Matiowsky. A few months later they 
bought land on Sec. 9-19-23 from Alex Klymkiw. 
They built a hut and then proceeded to clear the bush 
from the land. Mike's farm was in the Oakburn/Vista 
area. 

In 1917, Sam married Mary Manuliak and they 
lived on Sec. #35 for a while. He then bought land 
on Sec. #28 in the Seech area. With Sam getting 
married, Andrew and Teklia were left on their own to 
maintain the homestead. They kept working the land 
and pitched in to build a place of worship at Seech. 
This Ukrainian Catholic Church still stands. 

In 1927, Sam moved his family and rented land 
on Sec. 8-19-23. The location of the farm was near 
his brother Mike's place. Both Sam and his wife 
Mary worked very hard to raise their family. 

At about this time there was a newly organized 
group in the Vista area that was determined to build a 
Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church. Both families, 
Sam's and Mike's, joined this group and helped in the 
construction of the church. This church today is 
closed but still stands. The church cemetery became 



the final resting place for Andrew and Teklia in later 
years. 

Andrew's youngest son, Mike, had a talent for 
song and became Cantor at the new church in Vista. 
Because of his position in the church, the family went 
to every service and were never late. Special days of 
service were when the family brought a basket of 
food and ate their dinner picnic-style. The noon meal 
on a Sunday, and especially after church service, was 
a very, very special time for young and old. Sundays 
were the days for worship, visitations, and relaxa
tion. 

The year 1929 was a very eventful one for An
drew's youngest son Mike and his wife Ann. Mike 
had finally assembled enough logs and the family 
home was built. Most of Mike and Ann's children 
were raised in that house, and if walls could talk, 
what interesting stories they would tell. The house 
was certainly well built as it still stands. A few years 
later (1935) Andrew and Teklia moved into a small 
house near the family home. Andrew, at 80 years of 
age, enjoyed telling the grandchildren stories about 
the old country. The grand-parents were a part of the 
family and Ann looked after them. 

Magda and her husband, Steve Peech, who had 
moved to the Vista area also became members of the 

Nick and Ann Matiation. 
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Greek Orthodox Church. They lived in the Vista area 
until 1932 at which time they moved to Winnipeg. In 
Winnipeg their son Frank married Jean Kolinick. 
They had two sons. Frank worked at a clothing facto
ry. After his wife passed away he re-married Mary 
Skrumeda and they continue to live in Winnipeg at 
the time of this printing. Magda's daughter, Stella, 
married Nick Kowich and they had one son. Nick 
passed away and Stella re-married Jack Wright. They 
live in Winnipeg. Another daughter, Lena, married 
Steve Surmay. They had two sons. Steve has passed 
on and Lena continues to live in Thunder Bay, On
tario. Magda's husband, Steve, passed away in 1949 
and Magda went to live with her daughter Stella. 
Magda passed away in 1969 at the age of 90. 

A look now at Nick's family. Nick and Ann set up 
their homestead in 1907, raised their family in the 
Seech area. They were active members at the Ukrai
nian Catholic Church for many years. They had a 
family of eleven. Steve married Mary Nychek and 
they had two children. Steve and Mary operated a 
grocery store in Oakbum for a number of years, then 
purchased a restaurant in Clear Lake. They presently 
are retired in Winnipeg. Nick's son Mike never mar
ried and was a laborer most of his life. He is now 
retired in Oakbum. Another son, Peter, married Kay 
Posmichuk and had three children. He made his 
living as a laborer and retired in Winnipeg. A daugh
ter, Lena, married Walter Zemianski. They had two 
children and live in Winnipeg. A son John married 
Lena Zurbyk. They had a family of three and farmed 
in the Dolony area. They are retired on the farm. A 
daughter, Alice, married Ed Prosken. They had two 
children. Alice is now a widow, living in Toronto. A 
son, Jerry, married Ann Sydor. They had four chil
dren and both Jerry and Ann are involved in the 
education field, in Brandon, Manitoba. Three mem
bers in the family died at early ages: Bill, one year 
old; Rose was 16, and Phyllis died at six. Another 
son, Bill, married Elizabeth King. They had one 
child. Bill is employed in the mining industry in 
Whitehorse, Yukon. 

In 1947, after farming for nearly 40 years, Nick 
and Ann retired in the village of Oakbum. His wife 
passed away in 1956 and Nick followed in 1958 at the 
age of 75. 

Andrew's other daughter, Ann, lived in the Vista 
area with her husband, Onofrey Bi1insky. They 
farmed in this area between 1907 and 1942. They had 
a family of eleven of which two:, Peter and John, died 
in infancy. Daughter, Lena, married John Kozak. 
They have both passed away and are survived by one 
daughter in Ottawa. Another daughter, Mary, mar
ried Nelson Nickel. They had three children and live 
in Winnipeg. Son Bill married Helen Shczerbaniuk. 



Standing, Left to Right: Mike, Ann, Mary, Sam. Sitting: Andrew 
and Teklia Matiation. 

The had two children. Bill is a contractor for building 
foundations. They live in Vancouver. A son, Jack, 
married ,Olga Chopelsky. They had two children. 
After many years in construction, Jack now is a 
Furrier in Edmonton, Alberta. Daughter Margaret 
married Russell Burrell and had two sons. Margaret 
is now a widow living in Regina. Son Walter married 
Helen Gardner and at present works in the Deer 
Lodge Hospital in Winnipeg. Nick married Peggy 
Crewe and presently is a mail carrier in Winnipeg. 
Alice married John Dolinsky and they had three 
children. Alice and John live in Kelowna, B.C. 

When Ann's husband, Onofrey, died in 1936, it 
was not too long before she moved to Winnipeg. She 
lived there with her daughter who is married to John 
Jamborko. Anne died in 1978 at the age of 89. 

Andrew's son Sam and wife Mary raised their 
family on a farm in the Oakbum/Vista area. They 
lived there nearly 20 years before moving to Win
nipeg in 1946. Sam and Mary had a family of eleven, 
of which two - Ann and B ill- died at an early age. 
Son Mike married Stella Wersak and they had three 
children. They farmed in the Isabella area and later 
moved into Winnipeg where Mike went into Real 
Estate. Daughter Rose married Jake Kopesky. They 
had three children are now retired in Grand Bend, 
Ontario. Daughter Stella married Walter Kaluznyk. 
They had two children. Stella and Walter live in 
Minneapolis, U.S.A. Son Andrew married Olga 
Panusiuk and they had five children. One of their 
sons died at 19 in a motor vehicle accident. Andrew 
lives in Sudbury, Ontario and is employed in the 
mining industry. Son Steve married Sophie 
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Hawrysh. They had two sons and live in Vancouver, 
B.C. where Steve works with Continental Can Co. 
Daughter Sophie married Jim Roucher. They had five 
children. When Jim passed away, she married Bill 
Beagle and had 2 children, they live in Winnipeg. 
Daughter Ann married Bill Lisoway. They had 4 
children. They live in Winnipeg. Son Walter married 
Colleen Moore. Walter works with Dominion 
Bridge, Winnipeg. Mervin, the youngest, married 
Jean Harris. They had two children. Mervin is with a 
Construction Company in Calgary. 

When Sam and Mary moved to Winnipeg in 
1946, Sam worked for the Incineration Plant till 
retirement. Sam, in 1981, is rapidly approaching his 
90th. birthday. Both Sam and Mary are in reasonably 
good health. 

We now come to Andrew's youngest son, Mike. 
Mike and Ann had nine children. Daughter Mary 
married Frank Ewanyshyn. They had four children. 
Frank has passed on and Mary continues to live in 
Winnipeg. Son Andrew married Helen Bewza. They 
had one son. Andrew farmed in the Kelloe area, and 
to-day is retired on the farm. Son Peter married Jean 
Drul. Peter and Jean farmed in the Oakbum area and 
later operated a general store in the village of Oak
bum. Peter passed away in 1980, at the age of 59. 
Daughter Sophie married Steve Yarish. They farmed 
in the Oakbum area and later moved into Winnipeg 
where they live to this day. Son Bill lives in Montreal 
and is self-employed in the painting business. 
Daughter Phyllis married George Linden and they 
had three children. Their oldest, son George Jr., died 
very early in his youth. At present, Phyllis and 
George live in Ottawa. Daughter Olga married Jack 
Findlay. Olga at present lives in Winnipeg. Daughter 
Elsie married Gene Siebert. They had four boys. 
They live in Samia, Ontario. Zane, the youngest, 
married Georgina Hill from Lenore, Man. Zane is a 
principal at the dependents school at c.F. B. Portage 
and Georgina teaches in a Junior-High school in 
Portage la Prairie, Man. 

Mike and Ann moved to Oakbum from the farm 
in 1946. Mike continued to serve as Cantor in the 
Oakbum Ukrainian Orthodox Church until 1969. 
Mike and Ann celebrated their 65th. wedding anni
versary on Feb. 1, 1981. Both, Mike at 87 and Ann at 
81, are in reasonably good health. 

At the time of this printing, the only survivors of 
Andrew's immediate family are Sam and Mike. An
drew died in 1937 at the age of 82. Teklia died in 1945 
at the age of 88. Their remains were buried in the 
Vista cemetery. They left 38 grandchildren and 73 
great-grandchildren to participate in the growth of 
Canada. Andrew's family has come a long way in two 
generations. This story was written by his grand-



children. The continuing story of Andrew and Teklia 
Matiation will have to be added to by the next genera
tion. Let this story continue and never be forgotten. 

Jean, Zane and Georgina Matiation 

Matiowsky, John 
John's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Matiowsky 

emigrated from a village near Kharkov, Ukraine to 
Canada in 1900 with their five children. They settled 
on a homestead 18 miles northeast of Oakburn (NE Y4 
16-20-22) in Seech District. 

John is the sixth child of a family of ten children 
- five brothers and four sisters. He was born in 
Canada in 1904. Their first home was a two-room log 
house complete with a bake oven. 

John and his three brothers and one sister at
tended Seech School in the warmer months or when
ever help wasn't needed at home. The school was two 
miles away so the children walked. 

At age fifteen, John went in search of a job. His 
first job was with L. Doherty on a farm near Decker. 
Wages then were $60.00 per month plus board and 
room. He worked here for two months, returning 
home to help on the farm. Later that summer he rode 
a bike to collect the rest of his wages. 

Employment was unheard of during the winter 
months and this is when John perfected his skills at 
trapping weasel, mink, beaver, muskrat and other 
valuable furs. When the price of furs was right, and 
the need for money was pressing, there was no ani
mal that could not be outsmarted. He tells us how he 
carried a small canoe six miles to a lake where 
muskrat and beaver were plentiful. A young man has 
a lot of determination and ability. Then a canoe was 
not heavy, nor miles long, and this provided easy 
transportation to every part of the lake which was 
about 25 square miles. "It kept me busy all day 
visiting traps and removing the animals. In the eve
ning, I would light a campfire and skin the animals 
by moonlight, then get a few hours of sleep before 
sunrise, when once again, I would make my rounds 
on the trap line. " 

On January 25, 1925, John married Rose, the 
daughter of Steve and Nellie Bomek. They lived with 
members of the family while preparations for their 
own home were made. Their first home was built in 
Seech near the boundaries of the Riding Mountain 
National Park. Here they made their beginnings of a 
farm life. They raised cattle and with pasture and hay 
permits made available by the Federal Government, 
their cattle feed was acquired from the Riding Moun
tain National Park. 

John and Rose were hosts to many neighbours 
and friends. Their door was always open, with food 
and lodging, to the Park Warden, the then necessary 
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pedlar, and fur buyers who travelled mainly by horse. 
"Life was not easy, but one thing we could be 

thankful for is the fact that we always had plenty of 
good wholesome food. My wife is a good cook. 
When she baked bread, the aroma reached far beyond 
the walls of the house," John reminisces. 

Born to them were three healthy children: An
drew, the oldest and only son, Jean, the first daugh
ter, and later another daughter, Violet. 

In 1943, John and Rose decided the time was 
right to look for a bigger and better farm. With a little 
money saved, they went in search of this future 
home. This turned out to be the S Y20fSec.18-19-24, 
the former home of Ted Simpson, just 3 miles south 
and 1 mile east of Rossburn. 

In the 40's, wheat sold for 50¢ a bushel. His first 
crop of renown wheat, second grade, sold for $1.06 a 
bushel to United Grain Growers in Vista. (Dune 
McIntyre was the elevator manager at the time.) He 
knew he made the move at the right time. Prices were 
starting to go up - cream from 14¢ a lb. to 20¢ a lb. 

That year he bought some machinery at a farm 
sale in the Valley when Nick Karmazenuk sold out. 
He bought a mower for $32.00 and a two-furrow 
plow for $30.00. These implements can still be seen 
in the farmyard. 

John and Rose Matiowsky with children Andrew and Jean. 

It was here their family grew to maturity helping 
out at home while getting their education. 

Andrew married Cecilia Koscielny. They have 
five sons and two daughters. They farm in the Sols
girth district. 



Jean married Eugene Michalchuk. They have one 
son and two daughters. They live in Rossburn. 

Violet married William McKietiuk. They have 
one daughter. They reside in Rossburn. 

Maxwell 
On April 1st. 1927, William and Euphemia Max

well and their eight children, ages 2 to 20, arrived in 
Rossburn to begin a new life. They came from Bow 
Hill, County of Fife, Scotland (where William and 
Euphemia had been married in 1904). They had pur
chased the NW Y4 24-20-25 from Tom White. Mr. 
Ab Joiner met them at the train with a team of horses 
and sleigh and drove them to their new home where 
several Ranchvale W.I. ladies, as well as other neigh
bour women, welcomed them with a good hot meal. 
Their neighbours also brought them a few laying 
hens. 

The going was pretty rough for the first few 
years. Mr. Maxwell and the older boys and girls went 
to work to help pay the fare from Scotland on the 
boat. Mr. Maxwell worked for Frank Cleland, who 
backed his note for groceries for the family for the 
summer at the Birdtail store. He gave Mr. Maxwell 
his first team of horses for wages. Over the years, the 
two men became very good friends. The farmers in 
the area were all having rough times; many couldn't 
afford to pay cash wages, so with the boys working, 
they brought home a sow with little pigs and several 
cows for wages. Bill, the second oldest son, brought 
home their first four cows, which helped alot. The 
second winter, Mr. Maxwell and two of his boys cut 
poplar wood and sold it for 25¢ a load and charged 
$l.00 a load if delivered to Rossburn. This helped 
pay for the family's groceries. All through the thir
ties, times were tough, but they always managed to 
make a living and to eventually pay the farm off. By 
this time, Mr. Maxwell had acquired a good milking 
herd of Holstein cows. It was always a toss-up as to 
who had the better cows, Mr. Joiner or Mr. Maxwell. 
I think Mr. Maxwell won out as he was known to have 
the best milk cows in the community in the "forties" . 

John, the oldest boy, married Mabel Plant in 
1932. They farmed in the area for a few years before 
moving to Brockville, Ontario where he bought a 
fruit farm, then later joined the army. They had five 
children. John passed away in 1978. 

Jean married John Plant in 1931. They farmed on 
his father's (Gordon Plant) land - NWY4 12-21-25 
and had one daughter, Marlene. Jean passed away in 
1961 and in 1964, John moved to Rossburn to retire. 
He passed away in 1979. 

Bill married Myrtle Plant in 1936. They farmed at 
Birdtail on NEY4 21-20-25 for one year, then moved 
to Jim McBride's place (SW Y4 6-21-24) for two 
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years. In 1939, they bought Sam Liscum's farm (SW 
Y4 20-21-24) and raised Holsteins and Black Angus 
beef cattle. They have one son and two daughters. 
They farmed until 1973 and their son, Glen is still 
farming there. Bill and Myrtle are still enjoying their 
retirement on the farm. 

Bill and Myrtle Maxwell's 40th Wedding Anniversary in 1978. 
Standing, Left to Right: Glen, Joyce. Sitting: Myrtle, Bill, Mar
jorie Maxwell. 

Janet (Jennie), married Alex McFarlane of Birtle 
in 1931. They then lived in Winnipeg before moving 
to Vancouver to retire. They had five children. Alex 
passed away in 1977. Janet still resides in B. C. 

Euphemia (Effie) married Ted Bowcott in 1935. 
They bought the EY2 of NEY4 23-20-25 and started a 
chicken ranch. Later, they moved to Winnipeg and 
Ted worked on the C.N.R. until his retirement in 
1976. They have five children. 

George passed away (as a boy of 6 years) in 
Scotland, before the family came to Canada. 

Dave served in the Army during the Second 
World War. He married Joyce Cowderoy in England 
in 1944. They returned home to farm his parents farm 
until 1970 when they moved to Onanole. Dave works 
at Riding Mountain National Park at Clear Lake. 
They have two children. 

Robert served in the Airforce during the Second 
World War. He married Edith Scott around 1949 and 
they have three children. Robert continued his career 
in the Airforce until his retirement. 

Tom married Rose Aldeau in 1962. They have 
three children. They reside in Winnipeg where he 
works for the C.N.R. 

Margaret, the youngest, was born in Canada. She 



married Jim Bryan in 1952. They lived in Saskatoon, 
then moved to Calgary where Jim works for Air 
Canada. They have three children. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Maxwell, Sr. left the farm 
and moved to Calgary in 1948, where he worked for 
the Air Force till he retired. Mrs. Maxwell passed 
away in 1963. Mr. Maxwell spent his last few years 
travelling. The summers were spent on the farm with 
Bill and the rest with Margaret. In 1967, Mr. Max
well took a trip to Scotland - he enjoyed seeing old 
friends, the first time in 40 years. Mr. Maxwell 
passed away in Calgary. Both Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell 
are buried in Rossburn Cemetery overlooking the 
Birdtail Valley. 
Golden Wedding Anniversary 
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Maxwell Sr. 
Married Auld Years Nicht' 1904 

It was fifty years ago in Fife 
When Wull took Phem to be his wife, 
They settled down to married bliss 
to mining coal and raising kids. 

First came Jack a braw wee lad 
With curly hair, he looked like Dad, 
and then came Jeannie, the bonny wee hen 
She'd help her mother clean the but 'n' ben. 

Then along came Bill, its sauce to you 
Always proving what he could do, 
And then wee Jenny, with the light brown hair 
She always was the lady fair. 

The family grew, as most families will 
Along came Euphemia, but it's Effie still, 
And next was George, he was one of the best 
He's left them for heaven, in God's land to rest. 

Next came their Davie, what a noise he did make 
What with screaming and crying, he'd make the 

house shake 
Next but not last, wee Rabb came along 
Father's still wondering, what the hell went wrong. 

Finally came Thomas, a big lad was he 
It wasn't the end, just wait and you'll see. 
They left dear old Scotland, the land of the heather 
To farm at the B irdtail, thru' all kinds of weather. 

While starting in Canada, the going was tough 
But Wull and Phem slaved, and pulled out of the 

rough, 
Then along came wee Peggy, they thought she was 

grand 
To complete one big family, the best in the land. 

Now in ending this story, of the great Maxwell clan 
We'll all say three cheers to a girl and her man, 
So here's to our parents, whom we all adore 
Tvlay the rest of your life, bring health, happiness 

and more. 
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Now lets all drink up, on this one golden year 
We'll drink to the ones who could not be here, 
So Mother and Dad, you can take it from me 
Here's all of the best, from your family. 

Maxwell family, 1961. Standing, Left to Right: John, Bill, 
Robert, Dave, Tom. Second Row, Left to Right: Janette, Effie, 
Margaret. Sitting: Mr. and Mrs. William Maxwell. 

Maydaniuk 
Woytko Maydaniuk was born in 1871 in the vil

lage of Pylatkivci in Austria. In the year 1896 he 
married Alexandra Lutsyk, born in 1876, of the same 
village. 

There they raised six children: Rosie, Mary, 
John, Joe, Walter, and Tony. This family at the time 
lived on one hectare of land, and had been working 
hard to keep the family alive. Most of their crops 
were vegetables; they had no cattle or horses. 

Woytko served in the army brigade for three 
years. 

On his first return home to his wife and family he 
decided to move to Canada. 

Woytko's brother Carl had been living in Canada 
since 1901 residing in Rossburn area nineteen miles 
northeast on Section 36-21-24. Woytko and Carl had 
been corresponding all along although they didn't 
know how to write nor read. 

It was not so easy to leave their own country for a 
place they had never seen, also the financial situation 
was very grim. Woytko decided, regardless of what 
happened, he was going to move to Canada. Early in 
1910 he applied to the Government Immigration Of
fice and in a matter of time they received word that 
they could leave the old country. By the end of April 
1910, Woytko with his wife Alexandra and family, 
boarded the ship Palancia and were on their way to 
Halifax. Accompanying Woytko and Alexandra and 



family were Alexandra's stepbrothers Joe and John 
Szybinski. 

It took them thirteen days to reach Halifax from 
where they took a train to Rossburn. This was their 
last stop and this was May 10, 1910. Brother Carl met 
them at the station and took Woytko's family to his 
home. Here they lived with Carl and his family. All 
went well until one month later, Woytko's and Alex
andra's son Tony passed away from a sickness caught 
on the ship. He was buried in the Mohyla Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church cemetery. 

Woytko and his family lived with Carl until 1911. 
When Woytko and Alexandra arrived in 

Rossburn there was only one store operated by Mr. 
Piekoff and three houses. Woytko had been looking 
for work wherever he could find it and a labourer's 
wages was only 50 cents to $1.00 per day. Woytko 
used to walk over fifty miles looking for work. He 
decided to buy some land. He bought the quarter 
section NE 33-21-24 presently farmed by the young
est son Frank. The price for this land was one thou
sand dollars; it took a long time before this property 
was paid off. 

The next step was to build some kind of shelter. 
Woytko built a house with two rooms, later adding a 
kitchen at the north side measuring about eight feet 
by thirty feet. There wasn't any money to buy shin
gles, so Woytko decided to use hay. He cut hay with a 
sickle (scerpa), made it into sheaves and tied it with 
rope made of hay; this was called a thatched roof. 
When the house was completed the family moved in. 
Woytko now started to clear land for planting a 
garden and later a little of grain. It took him a number 
of years to clear his first field of seven and a half 
acres. This field then had to be broken by a lot of hard 
work. He used one steer that he already owned, later 
bought his first horse and hitched the two together. 
Having no machinery to work with, he sowed his first 
crops by hand, cut it with the sickle and a scythe 
(kosaw), tied it into sheaves and stooked it late in the 
fall. 

When the first snow fell he would prepare his 
homemade threshing machine. 

In an area of ground around twenty feet by forty 
feet, he put logs around it and filled it with snow and 
water making ice. He placed the sheaves on top and 
using a whip, made of two fairly large size sticks -
one long and one short - with leather lace tied to 
each stick, he worked the longer stick with his hands 
making the short stick tum and twist, thereby beating 
the sheaves until the kernels split. This implement 
was called a flail (tseep). He then pushed the grain to 
one side and on windy days separated the chaff from 
the grain. 

After a couple of years of this hard work the first 
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threshing machine appeared, owned by Mr. Wasyl 
Spilchuk. The name of the machine was Stanley 
Jones - a combination threshing machine and trac
tor. From then on Woytko hired Mr. Spilchuk to do 
his threshing and it was much easier. For this machine 
you didn't need many people, one pitched the 
sheaves on the platform, another man was cutting 
twine and feeding sheaves into the cylinder and one 
man was holding the bag for grain. The price of grain 
in those days was next to nothing. 

As the pioneer couple progressed on their farm, 
they were blessed with six more children: Frances, 
Stanley, Ann, Tony, Ollie and Frank. Ollie died at the 
age of fourteen. 

As the years passed on all of their sons and 
daughters were married. 

Rosie married Alec Kalechyn; they had nine chil
dren - Mary, Ann, Walter, Sophie, Olga, Stan, 
Mike, Mabel and Tony. 

Mary married Alex Dychakowsky; they had two 
children - Michael and Olga. 

John married Olive Javra; they had one child -
Ann. 

Joe married Nellie Kaban; they had five children 
- Evelyn, Eugene, Roselyn, Don and Pauline. 

Walter married Ann Ewanchuk; they had one 
child - Murray. 

Frances married Mike Kozun; they had five chil
dren - John, Stella, Elliot, Edward, and Melvin. 

Stanley married Dora Kohuch; they had three 
children - Taras, Alice, and Janet. 

Ann married John Bonchuk; they had four chil
dren - Willie, Ernest, Frank and Irene. 

Tony married Cassie Kliparchuk; they had one 
child - Judy. 

.. Frank married Mary Kohuch; they had three chil
dren - Theresa, Evangeline and Edward. 

In 1950 Woytko and Alexandra retired from the 
farm and took up residence in Rossburn. They lived 
here until Woytko passed away February 23, 1968. 
Alexandra then moved to live on the farm with her 
son, Walter and family until her death on October 28, 
1970. Three of Woytko's and Alexandra's children 
have died: Tony on March 27, 1969; John on July 30, 
1970; Walter on November 27, 1972. 

Alexandra's stepbrother Joe died in Canada at the 
age of fifty; the other stepbrother John lived on the 
farm by Olha and recently has taken up residence in 
Rossburn at the age ninety years. 

Woytko and Alexandra left 34 grandchildren. 

Carl Maydaniuk 
Carl Maydaniuk was born in Palatkywchy, 

Borchkiw, Austria in 1874. In 1897, he married 
Josephine Cliztch. Josephine, the daughter of Andree 



Karl and Josephine Maydaniuk. 

Cliztch, was born in 1880. They immigrated to Cana
da in 1902 with their three-month-old daughter, 
Frances. 

After a long and rough journey on a freighter, 
they landed in Halifax, Nova Scotia. From there, it 
was a long train ride to Shoal Lake, Manitoba. They 
were met by Carl's brother-in-law, Tom Woychyshin, 
who took them to his home in the Seech District. For 
two years, Carl worked for his brother-in-law, and it 
was in 1903 that their first son Louis was born. 

It was then that Carl yearned for a homestead of 
his own. In 1904, with the help ofWasyl Swistun and 
John Fiel, he moved to homestead in the Mears 
District. Shortly after he built his home (budda), he 
discovered he had built it on the wrong section of 
land. His real homestead was SW 36-21-24, so he 
moved there and built his second home. 

For the first few years, it was a difficult struggle 
for Carl and his family to get used to the country, the 
culture, and the language, but Carl managed to get 
work in the Shoal Lake-Hamiota District in the sum
mer, and at Peden's Lumber Mills in the winter. 

When he left for work, he would take his axe with 
him so that he could mark a trail from his home to 
Shoal Lake. He would return home once a week and 
bring with him as much flour and salt as he could buy 
with wages of 30¢ a day. As work became further and 
further away, Carl returned home once in two weeks, 
and there would be times when Josephine would be 
desperately short of food. 

Carl and his family were unaware of any neigh-
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bours living near them in the Mears District. 
However, Nikola Glushka and his family were living 
nearby, and were aware of the fact that the May
daniuk family were their neighbours. On one occa
sion, Nikola's wife went to visit Josephine, taking 
flour, potatoes, and some salt with her. Her visit was a 
welcome surprise, as Josephine was running desper
ately short of food. 

While Carl was working, he managed to save 
enough money to buy a cow, and the neighbour's 
wife gave Josephine four hens. They now had milk, 
cream, and eggs, which made getting food supplies 
less of a problem. 

In the summer, Carl's family managed to get 
water from a little creek which was not far off. But in 
the winter, the creek would completely freeze. In 
order to get water for the hens and for the house, 
Josephine would melt snow. However, to get water 
for the cow, Josephine would lock the two children in 
the house and would lead the cow to a lake which was 
a mile-and-a-half away. 

C~rl eventually managed to save enough money 
to buy a team of horses and an old wagon. It was then 
that he decided to stay home with his family, clear 
some land, and build a one room house. 

In 1910, Carl's brother Woytko and his family, 
and Carl's father-in-law, Andree Cliztch and his fam
ily came to live at Carl's house. Carl's and 
Josephine's second son, Waldomir, was born in 1905, 
and another daughter Emilia, in 1907. A third son, 
Martin, was born in 1910. It was then that they 
decided to build a bigger home with two large rooms. 

Carl's family continued to increase. Steve was 
born in 1912, Mary in 1913, Walter in 1915, Anilia in 
1916, and Emily in 1919. 

Carl's family all worked hard clearing more land, 
building other buildings, and raising cattle. In the 
latter part of 1916, disaster occurred; a type of influ
enza came and struck Carl's home and took the lives 
of three of his children, Waldomir, Emilia, and Anilia 
who was still an infant. 

In spite of the hardships the family went through, 
Josephine continued to struggle; she loved to sing in 
her own way, and brought her children up in the 
Roman Catholic faith. Martin had made a friend of 
an elderly neighbour, Mr. Selewich. Martin enjoyed 
his recounts of many stories and enjoyed Mr. Se
lewich's violin. He later traded a hen for the violin. 

Frances married Andrew Antoniw in 1917 and 
they farmed in the Rossburn District. They had ele
ven children; Mike, Anne, John, Polly, and Matt, all 
of whom are presently residing in Rossburn, Elsie of 
Shoal Lake, Joe and Walter of Winnipeg, Helen of 
Grand Prairie, Harry of Flin Flon, and Zelma of 
Russell. Frances died in 1959. 



Louis married Mary Kitlar in 1926 and farmed in 
the Mears District. They had one son, Frank, who is 
presently living in British Columbia. In 1932, Mary 
passed away, and in 1934, Louis married Nellie 
Bonchuk. They had three sons, Michael of Alberta, 
and Jackie and Kenny of British Columbia. When 
Louis passed away in 1966, Nellie sold the farm to 
Dave Matus and retired to Rossburn and later to 
British Columbia, where she is living with her son 
Kenny. 

In the late 1920's or early 1930's, Carl decided to 
build a new one-and-a-half storey house so that his 
family could grow up more comfortably. 

Mary married Peter Gluch in 1931; they farmed in 
the Rossburn District and are now retired. 

Walter lived with his parents on the farm in the 
Mears District until 1933 when he died while being 
lowered in a windlass to get a sample of water from 
the bottom of a seventy foot well. Unknown to him 
and the others, poisonous gases had seeped through 
the ground walls into the well. 

Steve married Anne Selewich in 1935 and they 
farmed in the Mears District. They had one son, 
Walter, who died in 1944. In 1947, Steve sold his 
farm to Mike Kozun, and moved to Rossburn where 
he was a carpenter until his retirement. 

In the early part of 1943, Carl's wife Josephine 
passed away. She was buried in the Mohyla Ukrai
nian Catholic Cemetery in Mears, Manitoba. 

Martin married Pauline Korolyk in 1943. Martin 
remained on the home place until 1945 when he 
moved to Rossburn and later to Windsor, Winnipeg, 
and Thompson. He later moved to Souris where he 
was a blacksmith and where he is now retired. They 
have two children, Arnold of Winnipeg and Sandra 
who lives at home. 

In 1943, Emily married Pete Didych. They are 
farming in the Rossburn District. They have three 
children, Theresa and Barry of Winnipeg, and Den
nis of Rossburn. 

In 1947, Carl sold his farm to his nephew Joseph 
Maydaniuk and retired to Rossburn. In 1949, Carl 
married Agnes Baldrow and lived with her until his 
death in 1968. Carl was buried beside his wife 
Josephine in the Mohyla cemetery. 

Mayowsky 
Mr. Jacob Mayowsky was born in Potocryska 

Post Office, Horodenka, in the Western Ukraine, the 
son of Katirina Seredenska and Volodomir May
owsky. He was a sibling of five sons and one daugh
ter. 

Following the tragic loss of his two doctor broth
ers, mother and sister, he decided to migrate to New 
York with his brother, Oleh. Shortly, they ventured to 
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Left to Right: Oleh Nicola, Michael, Jacob Mayowsky. 

Pennsylvania. Upon arriving there, they received the 
news of the tragic loss of their father who was plan
ning on joining his sons with the youngest son who 
was at a tender age of four years. 

At this point the government was offering an 
opportunity for the educated immigrants to study for 
their teaching diploma in Canada. Mr. Mayowsky, 
who obtained a degree at the Kiev University, 
Ukraine was eager for the chance to continue study
ing. His brother Oleh, who was a Sergeant Major in 
the Austrian Army was as anxious and together they 
left the United States to Canada to fulfill their 
dreams. The majority of them were of the Greek 
Orthodox faith, as were the Mayowsky brothers. 

Upon arriving in Winnipeg they were informed 
the plans were changed and they would receive their 
education in Brandon, Manitoba. Mr. Basil Bach
insky, former speaker of Parliament, of Winnipeg, 
was Mr. Mayowsky's room-mate. 

As they were concerned, regarding their or
phaned brother's welfare in the Ukraine, Oleh dis
continued his studies and returned to his native 
country to arrange for their brother to join them. 
They made their home together and settled on a 
homestead near the Ruthenia school, where Mr. 
Mayowsky taught. Prior to teaching at the Ruthenia 
School, he taught at the Mohyla School. He was 
also the first Ukrainian teacher at the Lakedale 
School. 

Mr. Mayowsky, like his father, was gifted with a 
beautiful singing voice, plus his beautiful hand-writ
ing, proved beneficial in his teaching career. He 
emphasized the necessity of learning the English 
language but never to forget your own. He never 
forgot his own culture and in his own time he taught 
his pupils the Ukrainian language, songs and 
excelled in the Ukrainian famous poetry of Taras 
Sevchenko and the history of his life. He was a firm 



Teenie Mayowsky in 1969. 

believer and advised his children to learn cultures of 
others but never spurn your own. 

He was an avid reader. He was able to read and 
write several languages, being a man of high ideals 
he never boasted. He retired from the teaching pro
fession and farmed in Angusville. Jacob married the 
former Anastasia (Teenie) Deydey, the daughter of 
Marcia and Fred Deydey. They had five healthy chil
dren born to them. 

One son (Miroslaw) Maurice Theodore is a 
hockey player of note. He served the country in 
World War II with the 2nd. Canadian Field Co. 
R.C.E. He was wounded seriously and passed away 
on March 26, 1979 following a lingering illness. 

Four daughters: Olha, the eldest appreciated 
books as her father and possesses fine degrees -
Normal school, Secretarial course, Social Welfare, 
Librarian, the latter degrees obtained at the McGill 
University, Montreal, Quebec. 

Nathalia married former Senator Horace de 
Vargas. She is a graduate of Brandon College and 
Normal School, Winnipeg. During her employment 
in Ottawa with the Film Board, and then with the 
U.S. Army in Whitehorse, she was presented a Merit 
of Honor by the White House, U.S.A. They have two 
chosen children, a brother and sister, Deborah and 
Raymond. 

Rose married James Craig - a C.P.R. Police
man. She is a registered nurse of the Brandon Gener
al Hospital and holds a Post-Graduate Course in 
Psychiatry. She enjoys writing poetry. They have two 
children; Patricia (Sawadsky), a registered nurse, and 
a son James Robert - a C.N .R. interrogator - his 
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wife Olga and he have three sons, Curtis, Brent and 
Wesley. 

Susan - lost her baby, and then her husband 
Wjlliam Luba - remarried George Sandor and they 
have four sons - all University Graduates, Robert, 
Ronald, Wayne and Thomas. Ronald followed in his 
grandfather's foot-steps and teaches in Windsor. He 
and his wife have four children - three sons and one 
daughter. Robert studied political science and travels 
about continuously working for the embassies wher
ever he is posted. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Mayowsky were sound prac
tical people, aware pioneers in a new country and 
were helping in laying a foundation - a future they 
would never enjoy. They did not possess a selfish 
bone in their bodies. 

It is beyond description how much they sacrificed 
for their children during the difficult depression 
years. What beautiful memories they left behind! 

Mr. Mayowsky passed away on August 15, 1945 
and following his demise, Mrs. Mayowsky con
tinued living on the farm until her death on March 25, 
1978. 

McDonald, William Sr. 
William McDonald Senior, (1834-1923) on re

tirement from the army wished to settle down and 
had enthusiasm for the Canadian west. Together with 
his wife Maria (1840-1927) and four sons, they came 
to Rossburn in 1879 and a daughter Ethel was born 
after they came to Rossburn. Of the four sons, 
William was a farmer and married Frances Simpson 
in 1887. Donald was a doctor and practised for 21 
years at Wapella, Saskatchewan. Bert (A. E.) worked 
on the railroad and was married to Annie Irwin who 
died in 1900. He later married Margaret Veitch. John 
was a teacher and died in 1921 at Canora, 
Saskatchewan. Ethel McDonald (1885-1955) mar
ried James Armstrong (1882-1975) on January 2 -
1907 at Rossburn. They farmed for many years then 
moved to live in Rossbum where James worked as a 
carpenter. They had 5 children. Gladys (1908-1970) 
married Percy Graves of RCMP and they had one son 
Percy junior a Captain in the army. Margaret (b. 
1910) married Robert Stitt and they farmed Sec. N.E. 
18-19-24W where they still live. Joe died an infant in 
1919. William Donald (always known as Bud), born 
1913 died 1979, worked as a Park Ranger till his 
retirement, then he farmed for several years till his 
sudden death. He married Jennie Shaw and they had 
3 sons - Howard, an RCMP inspector in Toronto, 
Kevin, employed by Ford Motor Co., Victoria, B.C. 
and Nelson who lives in Victoria. Muriel was the 
youngest of the family; she married Gavin Gillespie 
and they had 2 children: James married and living in 



Regina and Judy married and living at Virden, Man
itoba. 

Avis Stitt 

Mr. and Mrs. William McDonald Sr. 

William McDonald, Jr. 
Wm. McDonald Jr. was born in Halifax in 1861. 

Shortly after, his father was transferred back to Eng
land where they remained until 1872, then coming 
back to Halifax. The trip back was very vivid in his 
memory. They were on a troop ship with seventeen 
hundred soldiers as well as their families, and the 
storms were bad. His father had been Brigade Ser
geant Major of the 7th Brigade of the Royal Artillery. 
When back in Halifax, Wm. had been employed at 
one of the Halifax papers as a printer. Then the family 
set out for Winnipeg. 

When Wm. got to Winnipeg, he worked for the 
"Times" paper until it went broke and after that the 
Free Press for a time. Then he came to Rossburn 
where the rest of the family were, being just of an age 
to get a homestead, that being the WY2 29-19-24. 

There wasn't much way of earning money so 
Wm. ran logs on the Birdtail River for three years. 
He remembers the bad roads and going to Winnipeg 
with his Dad and by High Bluff breaking ice actually 
as high as their waists in the marshes. Another time 
when going to Winnipeg with teams, on coming to 
the marshes they cut blocks of ice and shoved them 
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under the edge for a hundred feet or more before they 
could get through. 

Money was scarce in these days but it went more 
slowly. In 1888, Wm. paid $10.00 in taxes. On the 
same land, he paid $207.00 in taxes in 1930. 

Wm. McDonald Jr.'s family. Left to Right: Tom, May (Mrs. C. D. 
Douglas), Frances (Mrs. Tom Armstrong). 

In 1887, Wm. Jr. married Miss Frances Simpson 
of pioneer days as well. They had three children. 
William Thomas, married Ida Carson who passed 
away at an early age. He later married Mrs. Hazel 
McDonald. May married Charlie Douglas, and 
Frances married Thomas Armstrong. 

Mrs. McDonald passed away in 1937, and 
William passed away in 1940. They are buried in the 
Rossburn cemetery. 
submitted by granddaughter 

Jean Mervyn (1980) 

William Thomas McDonald 
William Thomas McDonald, better known to his 

friends and neighbours as Tom, was born in 
Rossburn in 1895. He was the only son of William 
(Billy) McDonald Jr. and the former Frances Simp
son. He was the grandson of William McDonald, Sr. 
who had been Brigade Sergeant Major of the 7th 
brigade of the Royal Artillery. His sisters were May 
who married Charlie Douglas and Francie who was 
married to Tom Armstrong. 



The senior McDonald family arrived to stay per
manently in Canada in 1879. William Sr. had been in 
Canada previously while with the army. 

When they came to Rossburn to settle, they 
brought the first mower to the area. He became 
known to the other pioneers as "white Ox" because 
he drove such an animal. 

Tom grew up in Rossburn and he eventually took 
over the family farm one mile east of Rossburn. He 
married Ida Carson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Carson who were also Rossburn pioneers. Tom and 
Ida had one daughter, Beth. They also raised Ida's 
niece, Oral, who is the daughter of the late Matthew 
and Lizzie Carson. Oral married Hugh MacDonald, 
son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Bruce MacDonald. They 
now live in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 

Tom was very active in community affairs, serv
ing on the Council and the School Board. He was for 
many years, the secretary of the Agriculture Society. 
He was well known in the surrounding areas as a 
hockey referee at the many tournaments. He was 
very fond of his many horses and was a great horse 
trainer. Anyone who grew up in Rossburn in the early 
30's will remember watching Tom "breaking bron
cos" for Malik Peikoff. 

Ida McDonald passed away in 1936. Tom then 
married Hazel McDonald, the widow of Willy 
McDonald, in 1937. They remained in Rossburn 
until 1941 when they sold the farm and moved to 
Winnipeg. From there they moved to Carberry, Man
itoba where they managed a large cattle and race 
horse ranch owned by the late R. 1. Spiers of Win
nipeg. After 5 years there, they returned to Winnipeg 
where they operated a grocery store on River Ave
nue. 

In 1955 they moved to Vancouver to be with Beth 
~nd her family. Beth had graduated from St. 
Boniface School of Nursing in 1945. She was mar
ried in 1946 to Jim McDonald, son of the late Willy 
and Hazel McDonald. They had 3 sons, Tom and 
Mark who were born in Winnipeg and Brad who was 
born in Vancouver where Beth and Jim moved in 
1953. 

Tom's wife Hazel passed away in 1955 just short
ly after she and Tom had arrived in Vancouver. Tom 
then operated a grocery store in Vancouver until his 
retirement in 1965. He lived with Beth and her family 
until his death in 1974. 

Beth's husband Jim passed away in 1968. She and 
her family have remained in Vancouver, B.C. 

submitted by Beth McDonald 
3120 Stephens Street, Vancouver, B.C. 
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Samuel McFeetolrs 
Born in Scotland, immigrated first to Ireland, 

then to Canada, arriving in 1853 to settle in Ross 
T0wnship in the County of Renfrew (near Ottawa). 
Sam McFeetors and his wife Mary McLelland of 
Irish descent had a family of five daughters and three 
sons: John, Mary, wife of Wm. Rowe; Samuel, 
Lizzie, Frances, wife of R. H. Fusee; Sydenia, wife 
of D. C. Harris; Isabella, wife of Walter Dobson and 
William Walker (adopted). 

In 1887 John McFeetors came to the Springhill 
district north of Neepawa. In 1893, he married Ellen 

Ellen and John McFeetors. 

Blackwell and they farmed until 1903 when he 
entered into partnership with R. H. Fusee in a sash 
and door factory in Neepawa. The plant was de
stroyed by fire in 1906. In 1912 he came to Rossburn 
to operate a lumber yard, and shortly after moved to a 
farm at Birdtail S. W. 28-20-25 where he resided until 
his death in 1924. They had five children: Lila 
(1893-1969) who married Victor Hugo, Orville 
(1895-1962), Florence (1897-1919), George 
(1899-1915), Delmer (1901-1940). 

S. 1. Orville McFeetors was born in Neepawa, 
farmed for a couple of years at Birdtail before going 



overseas in 1916 with the 19th Battalion for three 
years. On February 8, 1923 he married Mary Stitt 
(1898-1971) from Rossburn. They lived on a farm at 
Birdtail S.E. 20-20-25 before moving to the Stitt 
homestead S. 19-19-24 at Rossburn in 1933. Orville 
was a very active member of the community, serving 
on the Boards of Manitoba Pool Elevators, United 
Church, Legion, Perth School and the Rossburn Co
op store. He was an avid curler. 

Orville and Mary raised six children: Mrs. Glen 
(Florence) Fraser reside in Winnipeg as do their three 
children, Mrs. Bruce (Marilyn) Bowles, David mar
ried to Carol Partyka and Robert presently attending 
U.ofM. 

Mrs. Elmore (Bunny) Von Hagen is also of Win
nipeg. Their children are: Mrs. Bob (Sandra) Briand 
of Regina, Sask. has two daughters, Tammy and 
Michele; Mrs. Brian (Cheryl) McGuire and Richard 
who is taking Business Administration. 

Mrs. Ann Reynolds of Winnipeg whose daughter 
Karen has two children, Christopher and Jill. 

Mrs. Louis (Merle) Floch of Racine, Wisconsin 
has six children: Kathryn, Jefforey, Lisa, Susan, 
Sharon and Jenifer. 

Elwyn married Janice Johnston of Rossburn. 
They reside in Brandon and have four children: Crys
tal, Coreen, Sherry and Gregory. They still own the 
original Stitt homestead at Rossburn. 

Delmer married Shirley Koloski, who with their 
two children, Jason and Janelle, farm at Rossburn. 

The task of carrying on the McFeetors name now 
rests with Jason and Gregory. 

Orville McFeetors family. Left to Right: Merle, Vernice, Orville, 
Mary, Anne, Florence, Elwyn, and Delmer in front. 
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Howard Mcintosh 
Alexander (Darky) McIntosh, a tailor by trade, 

immigrated to Listowell, Ontario, Canada from 
Scotland in 1854. William, the eldest son, came west 
to the Rossburn district in 1882 where he met and 
married Hannah Hamilton in 1885. Although 
William had bought a quarter section, S.W. 
30-19-24, near Rossburn from Alex Warnock in 
1884, they began their married life in the Birdtail 
Valley on NW 16-21-24 where Billy Butler later 
lived. Their first child, a son, was named after the 
Minister of the vicinity, Mr. Long. Wesley Long 
McIntosh was the first white baby born in the Valley. 
In 1895, the Valley homestead was sold and they 
bought a half section across the road from their 
Rossburn farm, N. Y2 19-19-24. There was not a tree 
on the place so William bought fifteen hundred from 
the nursery in Virden and the beautiful trees that grew 
were a great pride to him. It was on their farm, now 
owned by Nick Klym, that William and Hannah 
raised their family, retiring in Rossburn in 1929. 
Hannah died at the home of her daughter, Gertrude, 
in Winnipeg in 1950 at the age of 82. William died in 
Regina where his daughter, Ethel, lived in 1955 at the 
age of96 years. Of a family often, the only surviving 
member is Gertrude Hardie, who makes her home in 
Winnipeg. 

William Mcintosh family in 1910. Standing, Left to Right: 
Howard, Ethel, Wesley, Gertrude. Middle, Left to Right: 
William (father), Ella, Hannah (mother). Front, Left to Right: 
Arthur, Ernest, Emma. 



The second eldest son, William Howard married 
Anne Kelso on February 15th, 1917. He served over
seas in W.W.I with the 200th Battalion. During a 
bombing in England, he lost a leg and returned home 
on December 4th, 1917, one day after the birth of 
their first child, Blanche. 

They rented a small house on Mountain Avenue 
and, in the spring of 1919, bought the acre next to it 
from Mr. Lockie McKinnon. There was a house, 
barn, garage, and Y2 acre of garden. This was 
"home" for almost thirty years with the exception of 
three years spent on a homestead near Clear Lake 
from 1922-1925 and one year spent in Vancouver in 
1938. In 1948 they moved into the home on 2nd 
Avenue owned by Howard's parents. Howard drove 
livery for many years, starting with a Model T in the 
summer and horses and cutter or van in the winter. He 
was also the bailiff for over twenty years. Howard 
inherited 1:, of north half of 19-19-24 center part, 
from his father, which he sold to Nick Klym in 
September 1974, retaining 6 acres in the north-east 
corner, where in 1970 he had a cairn erected in 
memory of his parents. This 6 acres and the care of 
the cairn was passed on to Howard's grandson, Brian 
McIntosh, of Flin Flon. He was a member of the 
Rossburn Legion, the Amps Assoc. and one of the 
last attending members of the Pentecostal Church 
before it closed. Before marrying, Anne worked as a 
telephone operator in William Young's store during 
the time the first switchboard was installed in 1913. 
After raising a family of eight, she returned to work 
in the phone office as relief operator in 1951, con
tinuing to work until March 1966. During W. W. II 
Anne held office of President and also Secretary
Treasurer of the Soldiers Aid. On December 31st, 
1946 she was presented with a gift of a coffee table 
from the people of Rossburn in appreciation of her 
work done in the Soldiers Aid during the war. As a 
member of the W. I. she was delegated to several 
conventions both local and provincial and, when the 
Rossburn W.I. disbanded, she joined the Birdtail 
W.I. in 1974, being an active member until the time 
of her death. She was a life member of the Hospital 
Aid, served on the Hospital Board, on the school 
board for two terms, and as a poll clerk in general 
elections. She enjoyed crocheting, knitting and all 
types of handicrafts and her handiwork is displayed 
in the homes of all her children as she always made at 
least eight of any articles she made. Anne was active 
in community affairs until the time of her death on 
March 16th, 1976 at the age of 79. After her death, 
Howard moved to the Lions Manor in Rossburn 
where he lived for a year and a half before moving to 
Deer Lodge Hospital in Winnipeg. In October 1978, 
Howard had a massive stroke and passed away Janu
ary 31st, 19.79 at the age of 85. 
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Howard and Anne Mcintosh on their wedding day in Feb.1917. 

There were eight children. Blanche, the eldest, 
married Lloyd Duncanson. After living in Rossburn 
for five years, they moved to Flin Flon, where Lloyd 
worked for the Co-op. Blanche died on December 
5th, 1974 at the age of 57. Their only daughter, Judy, 
who lives in Winnipeg, married Deiter Thimm and 
they have two sons, Trevor and Robert. 

Dorothy married Darcy Plante of Rossburn. They 
reside in Flin Flon, where Darcy is with the H.B.M. 
& S. They have one daughter, Joan, married to Mel 
Reich and one grandson, Brent also living in Flin 
Flon. 

Adell married Russell Skaling, a minister, and 
they reside in New Jersey. Of their children of four all 
living in New Jersey, Shirley married Edward Rink. 
They have two children Lenny and Lisa. Dennis 
married Helen Wildermuth; Robert and Michele 
have one son, Mathew, and Sandra and Tim 
McMillen have two children Brian and Shannon. 

Weldon (Red) served overseas with the RAF in 
W. W.II. He married Ruth Black of Oakbum and they 
had lived in Flin Flon for 25 years at the time of Red's 
death in October 1977. They had a family of four; 
Patricia, Brian, Susan and Jim. Pat, who now lives in 



Cranbrook, B.C. married Rod McInnes and they 
have one son, Bradley. Brian married Kathy Yeo. 
They have two sons, Chad and Craig, and live in Flin 
Flon. Susan married John Flock; they have two chil
dren, Alina and Cohen, and live in Runnymede, 
Saskatchewan. Jim, who is now 15, is at home with 
his mother, Ruth, who still resides in Flin Flon. 

Keith, who married Audrey Palmer, of Rossbum, 
lives in Brandon, having worked in Flin Flon for 24 
years before retiring. Their only daughter, Linda, 
married David Wells. They have two children, Tracey 
and Joel, and live near Swan River. 

Leona married Louis Dunham and they also have 
resided in Flin Flon for over 25 years. Their three 
children, Terry, Tim and Sharon, are all married. 
Terry who lives in Kelowna, B.C. married Evelyn 
Witt and they have two daughters, Tanya and Sheri. 
Tim married Louise Provencal and lives in Flin Flon, 
as does Sharon who married Rodney Alexander. 
They have two sons, Michael and Jonathan. 

Bill is Vice-President and General Manager of 
the Pacific Division of the Toronto Dominion Bank 
and resides in Vancouver. He married Ethel Wylie 
and they have a family of three, Douglas, Rodney and 
Lisa. 

Carol and her husband Russell Ellis live in 
Rivers. Of their four children, Cheryl, the eldest, 
married Blair Pugh of Killarney and they have two 
daughters, Laura and Emily. Their second daughter, 
Barbara, works in Winnipeg and the boys, Ricky and 
Mark, are at home. 

At this time there are no members of the McIn
tosh family residing in the Rossbum district. 

Submitted by Ms. Leona Dunham 

McIntyre 
Mr. and Mrs. Adam Duncan McIntyre first came 

from Russell, Manitoba to Vista in 1929, with their 
three children, Vema, Gordon, and Rita. Mr. McIn
tyre was the elevator Manager for the United Grain 
Growers Co. Ltd. Two more children were born later, 
Ritchie in 1930, and Ray in 1942. 

The whole family took a very active part in all the 
Community affairs, the most memorable one being 
"The McIntyre Orchestra," which played at many 
dances in and around the area. 

In 1945 they moved to Rossbum where Dunc 
bought grain for the Pool Elevators. From 1951-1953 
they lived in Russell where Mr. McIntyre was a car 
salesman for Frank Clement & Sons. 

In 1953 the family moved to Brookdale, Man
itoba, where Mr. McIntyre continued with the United 
Grain Growers Ltd. 

Vema and her husband, Ronald Hay, live in Win-
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nipeg, Manitoba. They have a son Kevin and a 
daughter Judy, and four grandchildren. 

Gordon and his wife, Phyllis (Black), live in 
Creighton, Saskatchewan. They have four children, 
Fay, Gale, Russell and Murray. 

Rita and her husband, Tom Wetteland, live in 
Mission, B. C. They have a son, Terry and a daughter, 
Mamie, and four grandchildren. 

Ritchie and his wife Adele (Clark) live at Ear 
Falls, Ontario. They have two daughters, Lee and 
Carol and two sons, Gordon and Brian, and two 
grandsons. 

Ray was accidentally drowned in May, 1962 
Mr. McIntyre passed away in 1967 at the age of 

64. Mrs. McIntyre still resides in Brookdale. 

John D. McKinnon 
John D. McKinnon's family came to Ontario in 

1850 from the Isle of Tiree, Argyllshire, Scotland. 
His parents considered John too frail a child for the 
sea voyage which lay ahead of the family. They left 
him in care of relatives. 

In April 1879, he left Tiree, Scotland. From the 
days of infancy to the age of 29, he had lived apart 
from his parents, brothers and sisters. He rejoined 
the remaining members of his family who had made 
their home at Tiverton, Bruce County, Ontario. 

Mr. and Mrs. John D. McKinnon. 



In 1880, he came out to Manitoba and home
steaded Sec. 4-19-24 where his grandson, Hugh 
Armstrong, now farms. In 1890, he married 
Catherine McKinnon from Tiverton. Two children, 
John and Katie, were born to this couple. Sadness 
came to the family in 1893 at the time of the birth of 
their daughter Catherine (Katie). The closest doctor 
was at Birtle and there were no telephones. Transpor
tation was by means of horses suitable for land work. 
When help arrived, Mrs. McKinnon was dead and 
two tiny children were motherless. A short while 
later, the children were taken to Ontario where they 
were cared for by two aunts and an uncle. 

John McKinnon married his first wife's sister, 
Mary. John and Katie returned to their Manitoba 
home in 1904 and attended school at Perth. 

In 1910, they started to build a house which is 
now the home of their grandson, Hugh Armstrong. 
Hot and cold running water was installed and later in 
1917, an electric light plant was in operation. This 
was a 32 volt battery system. Batteries were charged 
by a gas engine to provide lights throughout the 
house and bam. This system was used until electric 
power from Manitoba Hydro came in 1951. 

John L. McKinnon farmed at home with his par
ents all his life. He and his father took an active 
interest in Rossburn Agricultural Society. They 
showed livestock for many years. 

Katie taught piano prior to her marriage to 
William Armstrong on December 10, 1919. In Au
gust 1980, she took up residence in Morley House at 
Shoal Lale. 

By faith, the McKinnon family were Pres
byterian and Argyle Church was built on Mr. McKin
non's farm in 1898. 

John D. McKinnon died August, 1930. Mrs. 
McKinnon died May, 1934. John L. McKinnon died 
July, 1935 at 42 years of age. 

submitted by: The Family - Nov., 1980 

House built by John D. McKinnon in 1912. Now home of his 
grandson, Hugh Armstrong. 
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McMillan 
Hugh Lawrence McMillan, born April 22, 1922 

in the R.M. of South Cypress in the farm home, 
approximately 10 miles south of Carberry, and 
Gladys Doreen Smith, born Nov. 27, 1922 in the 
R.M. of Victoria, approximately 10 miles north of 
Holland, Manitoba, were united in marriage in the 
Knox Presbyterian Church in Carberry on Sept. 20, 
1949. 

H. L. "Mac" McMillan. 

At the time of their marriage, Mac was employed 
with Manitoba Power Commission as a rural crew 
foreman, working in the eastern part of the province. 
Doreen decided she would like to travel with Mac, so 
had a rather extended honeymoon as they worked in 
Morris, Westbourne, Manitou, Arborg, White
mouth, and Somerset, until December 1949 when 
Mac was transferred to Hamiota as an assistant dis
trict supervisor. They lived in Hamiota until June 
1953. 

There were two children born in Hamiota: -
Elizabeth Amelia, born Sept. 25, 1950 and Hugh 
Brian born Jan. 1,1952. 

Elizabeth married Allan Diehl, July 17, 1971 in 
the United Church in Glenboro. They reside on a 
farm one mile north of Glenboro and have one son 
Ryan, born in July 1979. 

Brian died in an automobile accident in Novem
ber 1969. 

In June, 1953, the McMillans arrived in 
Rossburn to set up and operate a district for the 
Manitoba Power Commission. The housing situation 



in town was tight at that time, but we were fortunate 
to rent part of a house from Mrs. Tennie Pradaniuk 
which was situated west of the C.N.R. tracks near the 
National Elevator. We lived there until the fall of 
1953, when we were able to rent what was known as 
"Joe Pedens old house" - situated just south of the 
present hotel. We lived there until the fall of 1955 
when our own home on 1st Street - on property 
purchased from Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Stitt - was 
ready to move into. It wasn't completely finished for 
many years, but it was our own home. The Joe Peden 
home was destroyed by fire in the winter of 1955-'56. 

There were two children born in Rossburn: -
Patricia Marie born Oct. 28, 1956 and Gordon Scott, 
born Aug. 8, 1959. 

Patricia married Brian Desrochers in 1974. They 
have two sons Clinton born in 1975 and Damian born 
in 1977. They reside in Glenboro. 

Gordon is single and resides in Glenboro with his 
parents. 

During their many years as residents of 
Rossburn, the McMillans took an active part in the 
life of the community. 

Doreen took a great interest in the Hospital Aux
iliary, Legion Auxiliary, United Church, and was a 
member of the bowling league when the bowling 
alley was in operation. 

Mac was on the executive of the Royal Canadian 
Legion for many years, and also served several terms 
as a trustee on the Rossburn School Board under the 
chairmanship of the late Russ Hutton and the late 
Norman Major, and would suggest, in those years, 
Rossburn had one of the most progressive school 
districts in the province. 

When the Rossburn Game and Fish Association 
was formed in 1954 or '55, Mac was elected Secre
tary-Treasurer, and along with Harry Drosdowski as 
President, were instrumental in getting the vast im
provements started at what was then known as Fish 
Lake. 

Mac coached the 14 and under boys ball club for a 
couple of years in a league with Vista, Binscarth, 
Solsgirth, and Lizard Point. At times, there were 
problems getting cars to transport these boys to the 
games away from home. When this happened, the 
boys would pile in the back of the Hydro truck and 
away we would go to play ball. 

Mac was a member of the Rossburn Curling Club 
for thirteen years. The first year in Rossburn, he 
curled with Mr. Walter Armstrong who was a keen 
competitor and one of the best sweepers in the club. 

In July 1966, we left our home in Rossburn for a 
home in Glenboro where we still reside and plan to 
retire from Hydro in the summer of 1980. 

We still have many fine friends and many fond 
memories of our years in Rossburn. 
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Doreen McMillan with children, Beth and Brian. The black 
bear had been shot in Alex Cleland's north pasture, west ofthe 
Hiscock farm. The picture was taken in the fall of 1954. 

Alexander McTavish 
Alexander (Sandy) McTavish was born in 1861 at 

Seaforth, Ontario. He was the son of Peter and Agnes 
McTavish. As a young man, he came west in the 
Spring of 1882. He came as far as Portage la Prairie 
on the Canadian Pacific Railway. He continued to 
follow the Pelly Trail route travelling by ox-cart to 
Angusville. He worked with the Angus brothers for a 
short time. He took up a homestead on section ten in 
Silver Creek Municipality where he farmed until his 
death in 1922. For seven years he toiled with oxen 
and endured much hardship and discouragement. 

He married Elsie Vandecar in 1891, and they 
raised a large family of fourteen children. They are: 
John, Alex, Agnes, Claire, Roy, Elsie, Louis, Bert, 
Margaret, Jennie, Walter, Donald, Evelyn, and Vera. 
Now in 1981 only four are still living. 

A note of interest was the fact they did their 
shopping at Victor Johnson's General Store in 
Rossburn. In times of illness they came to Dr. Evans. 

The McTavish family continued farming on this 
same homestead. Mrs. McTavish died on April 18, 
1940 at a young age of seventy years and eight 
months. With Mr. McTavish's death in 1922, the 
family did not retain the homestead in later years. It 
is now owned by Paul Pushka and sons. 

A cairn was erected as a Centennial project in 
1967, by the McTavish family in memory of their 



McTavish family in 1917. Standing, Left to Right: Lou, Claire, Alex, Roy, John. Sitting: Donald, Agnes, Mrs. McTavish, Mr. McTavish, 
Elsie, Bert. Kneeling: Walter, Jennie, Vera, Evelyn, Margaret. (1917) 

parents, and also an uncle, who homesteaded on the 
same section of land. A plaque was mounted on the 
cairn with all the family names inscribed on it. 

Herbert McTavish 
Herbert Winchell McTavish, better known as 

"Bert," moved to the Rossburn district at harvest 
time in 1929. He took over Delmar McFeetor's farm, 
the south east quarter of section 28-20-25 and a 
quarter section of Mr. Crookshanks on the Birdtail 
Hill where the highway is now. 

Delmar and Marion his wife had moved to Valley 
River where Del had taken a grain buyers job, and 
Bert agreed to harvest Del's crop and then take over 
the farm, renting it for a year. 

The quarter section where the buildings were had 
been originally homesteaded by John Broadfoot who 
was a cousin of Bert's father. 

Bert was born on October 21st in 1903, the eighth 
child of Alexander McTavish and Elsie (nee Van
decar). They lived south of Angusville on section 10. 
Their family eventually grew to be fourteen. 

On April 9, 1930 Bert and Olive Copping were 
married. Olive was born in New Glasgow, province 
of Quebec, July 22, 1908. 

Bert and Olive lived on Del's farm till March 6, 
1931 when they moved to a farm five miles south and 
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a mile west of Angusville section 20-19-26 known as 
the Shepherd Place. They farmed this rented land till 
the spring of 1937 when they moved onto the north 
half of section 22-19-26, which land they had pur
chased. Later they also purchased the E. half of 
section 15-19-26, all in Silver Creek Municipality 
south of Angusville. 

In 1952, Bert went into partnership with his 
brother Alex McTavish and Murray Elliott in gravel 
contracting. The name of their company was Vet
erans Construction. They did crushing, loading, 
hauling and spreading gravel. 

Still keeping their farms Bert and Olive sold their 
stock and farm machinery in April 1954, renting the 
land to his brother Walter and son Floyd. Floyd later 
bought the farm. 

In 1961 they sold their share of Veterans Con
struction and retired to live on their farm till 1965 
when they bought a lot on Victoria Avenue in 
Rossburn and built a new home where they resided 
till Bert's death on March 31st, 1979. 

At the time this is written Olive still resides in 
their home in Rossburn. 

Walter McTavish 
Walter McTavish was born July 17, 1908. He 

married Eva Butler, daughter of Hans P. (1881-1940) 



and Selena Agnes (Moulson) Butler (1888-1931). 
From the year of their marriage in 1935, they farmed 
in the Foxwarren area for nine years. With plenty of 
hard work and lots of ambition they were able to buy 
the A. Swainson farm north of Foxwarren on the 
south half of 16-19-26. 

Walter was a member of the Aberdeen-Angus 
Association. He was also a member of the Odd Fel
lows Lodge. Both he and Eva were sports enthusi
asts. 

Walter and Eva had five children: Floyd, Cor
inne, Ena, and Wynona. A son, Barry died at eleven 
months of age. They have twelve grandchildren. 

Floyd married Joan Graham of Carberry and they 
have one girl and two boys. 

Corinne married Ted Perrin and they live at Cran
berry Portage. They have two boys and two girls. 

Ena married Barry Lee and they live at Hamiota. 
They have two boys and one girl. 

Wynona married Wallace Cooley and they live at 
Thompson. They have two girls. 

Walter and Eva built a lovely home on Victoria 
Avenue in Rossburn and were moved in January of 
1972 to retire. They left the farm to be operated by 
their son, Floyd and his wife. 

Walter's interests were mainly in the farm. He 
enjoyed going out in the busy seasons to lend a 
helping hand. He was definitely a farmer at heart and 
he worked with great satisfaction to his end. 

Much could be said for Walter. He was a friend to 
all who knew him. His passing very suddenly on 
August 23, 1979 was a great loss. He leaves many 
fond memories to be cherished. 

Eva continues to live in Rossburn and enjoys the 
company of her family. 

Charlie Melnyk 
Charlie Melnyk was born in 1912 in the Silver 

Creek Municipality. He was the son of John and 
Anne Melnyk who arrived in Canada in 1901 from 
Austria and Poland and were married in 1905. 
Charlie was the third oldest in a family of thirteen. 
His brothers and sisters live in Brantford, Ontario, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, North Battleford, Saskatche
wan, Victoria, B.C., and one sister in Russell, Man
itoba. In later years his parents lived in the R.M. of 
Rossburn. 

When Charlie finished school he worked as a 
farm labourer for a number of years. 

In 1936, he married Teenie Korolyk and they 
settled in the Birdtail district, S.E. 29-20-25, land 
which they rented from Harris Huston. For several 
years crops were attacked by rust, so to supplement 
their income Charlie did custom grain hauling. 
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About 1941, Charlie purchased N.E. 7-21-25 and 
went into farming for himself. For six years he rented 
Y2 section of land from C. Merritt. 

He also worked for several winters in the Sud
bury Nickel Mines and Lumber camps in Northern 
Ontario. 

He then purchased S.E. 18-21-25, S.E. 19-21-25 
and S.E. 31-21-25. 

Charlie and Teenie had three children. 
Jean, born in 1937, graduated from Rossburn 

Collegiate and took her Teachers training in Brandon 
College. She taught in Bruan School for one year. In 
1958 she married John Mitchell. 

Laurney was born in 1939. After his schooling he 
spent two winters in Winnipeg attending Manitoba 
Technical Institute where he took up welding. His 
father purchased N.E. 17-21-25 and N.E Y29-21-25 
for him and they continued to farm together. In 1963 
he married Marion Kostiuk. In 1966 a tragic fire 
destroyed their farm home and their two year old 
daughter Bonnie died from bums she suffered in the 
fire. They had four more children: Wally, Wanda, 
Jacqualine and Joel. In 1976 Laurney died in a farm 
accident. 

Edward, born in 1952 graduated from Rossburn 
Collegiate. He continues to farm his dad's land. In 
1972 he married Susan Shastko. They have four 
children: Jason, Sherylee, Tammy and Jamie. 

Charlie loved to hunt and trap. He died in 1965. 
Teenie continued to farm with her sons until she 
remarried in 1974. She married Paul Luba and they 
now live in Russell. 

Cameron A. Menzies 
Cam Menzies was born in Molesworth, Ontario 

and came to Rossburn in 1906, where he worked in 
Hough and Wickware General Store until 1913. The 
next three years were spent in Edmonton. He then 
returned to Rossburn to take over the implement 
agency from John McFeetors. (mainly International 
Harvester). He successfully operated this business 
until 1952 when he sold to Verbowski Brothers. 

During the difficult depression years, he obliged 
many farmers by taking cattle on debts. Other farm
ers would take these cattle on shares to feed them 
until they were ready for market. He helped needy 
people in different ways and often by gratis. Mr. 
Menzies lived with Mr. and Mrs. Jack Peden, west of 
town, until he married in 1933 to Elsie Fisher of 
Holmfield, Manitoba. She was a former Rossburn 
school teacher from 1920 to 1922. He enjoyed telling 
that their marriage was kept secret from all, except 
the Pedens, until they arrived by train from Win
mpeg. 

He served on the Village Council. He was an 



Elder of the Rossburn United Church and was Rec
ording Secretary for thirty years. 

He was able to buy the old manse (present home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Morley Kostecki) without publicity. 
This was their only home and in which many people 
enjoyed the couple's kind hospitality. 

Prior to the days of the common use of decorative 
lighting at Christmas, it will be remembered how the 
Menzies provided a beauty spot during the Yuletide 
Season by decorating their large spruce trees on the 
lawn with colorful lights. 

During the business years of Mr. Menzies life, 
there were few places to hold community events. 
Bridal showers, teas, and bazaars were held in his 
show room. Some were sponsored by church organi
zations, and often held on Saturday nights. 

Mr. Menzies died November 18, 1959 in the 
Rossburn Hospital at seventy eight years. Rev. 
Harold Alston officiated at his funeral. In 1963, Mrs. 
Menzies sold the house and moved to Winnipeg. 
After a lengthy illness, she died in the Princess Eliz
abeth Hospital, on November 20, 1971 at age seventy 
seven. Rev. Brian Penny officiated at her funeral. 
They were both interred in Rossburn Cemetery. 

Miner 
Johannes Mueller (Miller) was born February 06, 

1831, in the village of Dopperton, near the city of 
Schwerin, capital of the county Mac1enberg, in 
Northern Germany. His family name was Johannes 
Karl Friederick Mueller. Before leaving Germany in 
1850, he married Dorothea Katherina Mardt, who 
had been born February 09, 1831. 

Upon arriving in Canada they settled at New 
Hamburg, Ontario, but moved to Ayton, Ontario two 
years later. He also changed the family name from 
"Mueller" to "Miller". 

Johannes Miller was a wagon maker. He also took 
up the occupation of Undertaker and later Postmaster. 
He died at Ayton, May 20, 1904. 

During his lifetime he raised a family of five sons 
and two daughters, all born in and around Ayton, 
Ontario. 

One of these sons was William Heinrich Miller, 
born November 27th, 1859 at Ayton, Ontario. 

William Miller followed the footsteps of his fa
ther and became a wagon maker. He married Chris
tena Oberle, from the neighbouring town of 
Neustadt, Ontario. 

William and Christena Miller raised seven chil
dren, 6 boys and one girl, five having been born in 
Ayton, Ontario and the younger two, Selma and Jack 
at Shoal Lake, Manitoba. The daughter, Selma, died 
at the early age of 14 years. 
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About the year 1897, William and Christena Mil
ler, and five older boys, Theodore, Otto, Henry, 
August, and Wilfred moved west to Manitoba, where 
they settled on a farm three miles east of Rossburn, 
on the south side of the road. They stayed there two 
years and in 1899 the family purchased and broke the 
half section on the east side of present day Main 
Street of Rossburn. 

Left to Right: Theo, Otto, Henry, August, Wilfred, Jack Miller. 

William continued on in his trade of Wagon 
Maker, while at the same time he farmed. 

In 1902 the family moved seven miles south and 
half a mile east of Shoal Lake, Manitoba. In 1905 
they moved again to Vista, Manitoba where they 
farmed the half section on the west side of the road 
along which Vista has grown. 

William Miller built a wagon maker shop in Vis
ta, and as the boys were now growing older, he left 
more and more of the farm work to them. Theodore 
was the eldest so the responsibility fell more on his 
shoulders. 

William passed away in 1931 and Christena in 
1934. Both are buried in Rossburn Cemetery. 
Theodore Miller 

Theodore, oldest son of William and Christina 
Miller, was born in Ayton, Ontario. He came to 
Manitoba with his parents and six brothers and one 
sister in 1897. 

Theodore's father farmed in several locations . He 
was also a wagon maker. As Theodore was the oldest, 
most of the farming responsibilities fell on his shoul
ders. 

In 1912, Theodore married Lillian M. Low, a 
teacher at Islay School, Vista. 

Theodore, more generally known by his nick
name of "Tater" farmed the half section on the west 
side of Vista. He also operated a grain elevator. In 



1928, the family moved to a farm 3Y2 miles south of 
Vista. In 1938, Theodore bought the home residence 
in Vista. 

He died in 1950. 
Lillian was active in church work serving as or

ganist and choir director. She was also involved in the 
Women's Institute, the Girls Club and taught Sunday 
School. 

Theodore and Lillian had three children - Sel
ma, Robert and Christina. 

Mrs. T. Miller pictured with Robert, Selma and Christina. 

Selma was born in Vista in 1912. She went to 
school in Vista and Culross. She married John H. 
Menzies, now retired and living at Falcon Beach, 
Manitoba. They have a family of two boys. Both are 
married and living in Winnipeg. 

Robert was born in Vista in 1915. He attended 
school at Vista and Culross. He served as an 
R.C.M.P. Police Officer for five years in Peace 
River, Alberta, then he joined the Canadian Army. 
He married Frances M. Mann and they have made 
Peace River their permanent home. They had a fam
ily of three; Donna Calvo living in Deloraine; Dennis 
in Peace River and Deborah Gour in Nampa, Alber
ta. 

Christina was born in Vista in 1918. She got her 
schooling in Vista and Culross. She married Robert 
Cowan and lives in Winnipeg. Chris and Bob have a 
family of four; David, living near Winnipeg; 
Charlotte Dubray living near Beausejour, Manitoba; 
Cheryl Jonsson living at Swan River, Manitoba and 
Wayne married and living in Winnipeg. 
OUo Miller 

Otto Henry, son of William and Christina Miller, 
born in Ayton 1888, moved west with his parents 
and brothers. He was only nine years old so went to 
school for a short time until his efforts were required 
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at home on the farm and helping neighbours when
ever possible. One of his brief jobs was to do some 
harrowing for Mr. Hugh Warnock, who was broad
casting seed by hand. 

About 1906 he began a career on steam engineer
ing by firing a boiler on a farm near Saskatoon. From 
there on, he worked on and up to Engineer, operating 
his last steam engine about 1938. 

In the year 1911, Otto met Jane Rusch of Oak
bum. On December 31, 1912 they were married. 
They lived one mile north of Vista and then moved in 
to the village and lived above his father's woodwork 
shop. He helped on his father's farm and set up 
farming machinery for his brother, Tater. 

In 1924, Otto and family moved four miles south 
east of Vista where they farmed during the summer, 
operated threshing machines in the fall and a steam 
engine at Peden's Mill in the winter. 

In 1940 they moved to Alberta, where they settled 
near Crooked Creek and farmed and milked cows 
until 1975, when he and "Jenny" retired and moved 
to Grande Prairie. They have now been married 67 
years. 

Otto and Jenny had four children. 
Alfred was born February 14th, 1914 in Vista. He 

went to school in Vista and Culross. He left home and 
went to Tisdale, Saskatchewan in 1933 where he 
worked with his uncle "Pete". He married and had a 
family of one girl. Alfred passed away in 1973. 

Carlyle was born April 1st, 1917 in Vista. He went 
to school in Vista and Culross. He moved to Bezan
son, Alberta area after serving in the Canadian 
Army. He married Dorothy Baker in 1942. They had 
six children; Margaret, Beverly, Lynn, Christie, 
Joanne and Barbara. Carlyle and Dorothy still farm 
in the Bezanson district. 

Carman, born July 25, 1919, went to school in 
Vista and Culross. He drove by car with Paul New
man and his family to the Goodwin, Alberta area. He 
joined the army in 1940. He married his first wife, 
Margaret while in the army, but was divorced. He 
retired from the Army about 1972 and has been 
working in the Toronto Dominion Bank in Winnipeg 
since. He is again married. 

Lorraine, born October 26, 1923, at Vista. She 
took her schooling at Culross. She moved to Alberta 
with her parents, and married Joe Gunson. They 
raised a family of seven children; Kenneth, Melvin, 
Marlene, Bryan, Judy, Edward and Edith. Joe and 
Lorraine still farm in the Crooked Creek District. 
Henry Miller 

Henry, the third oldest of William and Christena 
Miller was born at Ayton, Ontario, June 7, 1890. He 
received his education at Ayton, Ontario, Rossburn 
and Ellenville (a school located between Shoal Lake 



and Hamiota). After getting out of school Henry 
worked for farmers in Saskatchewan and Manitoba. 
While working at Glenella, Manitoba he received sad 
news in a telegram. In 1980 this telegram is still in 
good condition and reads, "To Henry Miller" in care 
ofR. Hainstock. "Come to Vista at once. Selma died 
this morning," signed Tater Miller. This was sent 
from Shoal Lake, June 28, 1912, Canadian Northern 
Telegraph Co. It was a blow as he hadn't known she 
was ill. Selma had fallen down the cellar steps and 
received internal injuries. Eva Hamilton helped in 
the home before Selma died. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Miller's wedding picture. Henry Miller 
married Eva Hamilton Dec. 1, 1915. 

Henry later rented a farm one mile north of Vista 
owned by George Cormack. Here he brought his 
bride Eva Hamilton, daughter of Wm. Hamilton of 
Vista. They were married December 1, 1915. Stories 
are told of the young men of the area following the 
harrows all day and then walking to a field near Vista 
to play football. Henry was one of the young men. 

While farming near Vista, Henry took seriously 
ill and spent eighty-four days all told in the hospital. 
His appendix had ruptured and he wasn't expected to 
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live. By now there were three children, Cordelia, 
Dolly and Bernard and a farm to manage. Eva had a 
trust in God and also received help from Odgar Rush, 
Wilfred Miller and Willie Hamilton to keep the farm 
in operation. To pay Doctor bills meant parting with 
valuable animals and this was a real hardship. 

After five years of farming at Vista, Henry 
moved three miles west of Oakburn to a farm owned 
by Robert Brown. Here three more children blessed 
their home; Everett, Dorothy and Hazel. While on 
this farm the three oldest attended Wheatfield school. 
They were 2Y2 miles away but walking was common 
in the early days. Sometimes Cordy, the oldest, 
drove "Old Tom" hitched to the cutter. One winter 
after school was out Cordy, Dolly and Bernard were a 
little slower getting away than the rest and when they 
did get on the road "Old Tom" started off at a fast 
pace as though to overtake the other teams. Just as 
they reached the Goletz team ahead the Miller chil
dren received a jolt. "Old Tom" fell in his tracks. 
Eugene, Dick, Victoria and Myram Goletz helped 
unhitch the dead horse and hauled the Miller cutter 
home. 

In March 1929 they moved to the BirdtailValley, 
eight miles north and Y2 mile east. (Ten miles by the 
roads then as that was before the north road was built 
from Rossburn). The farm was owned by Robert 
Wilson and is now the Checkowsky farm. While here 
Henry and Eva welcomed two more little ones; Mar
ion and Gervin. By now there were eight children
not one too many as each was wanted and loved. 

They lived in the valley during the thirties when 
drought and frost caused damages. During those 
days people learned to do with what was at hand. The 
Millers always had cattle which meant meat, milk 
and butter. One time Henry sent seven yearlings and 
sucking calfto market and received the grand total of 
$32. 

Porridge was made out of cracked wheat and 
flour porridge was also common. Oatmeal was 
bought. Coffee was made from roasted wheat and the 
farmer's wife made her own bread. Eva's bread was 
so good that a bachelor bought it all the time. Not 
many hens laid in the winter because of a lack of 
proper diet so the first egg in the spring was a real 
treat. Sometimes saskatoons were plentiful and these 
were dried and used in place of raisins. The Millers 
didn't go hungry even though money was very 
scarce. 

In 1932, a forest ranger named Laurence Lees 
was murdered not too far away from the Miller's 
farm. This left the children with a mixture of fear and 
excitement. His wife was also shot in the home where 
they lived, but did not die. The killer was never 
brought to justice and remains a mystery to this day. 



All the children attended the Valley School. At 
one time fifty-two were on the roll and Grades 1-8. 
Millers had 1 Y4 miles to walk but Elvers had three and 
Gertie Brown was four miles away. 

Bernard and Everett served overseas during the 
Second World War; Everett lost his life in Belgium, 
October 12,1944. After three years overseas Bernard 
returned home and helped his Dad build a home in 
Rossburn. Millers moved to Rossburn in the fall of 
1947. Here Henry worked as a Watkins salesman and 
later in the creamery. For many years he did consid
erable work as a practical veterinarian. His last farm 
call was made when he was eighty years old. 

On December 1, 1944 Hazel married Fred Plant 
of Rossburn and now they live in Brandon. They lost 
two infant sons while they farmed and lived in the 
Rossburn area. Their two girls are Faye and Cheryl. 
Cheryl still attends school and lives at home. Faye 
has two children; Dwayne and Janelle and is married 
to Ted Edmundson. They make their home at Co
quitlam B. C. 

Bernard married Betty Emerson of Hamiota in 
1949 and have six girls. They now live in Minnedosa. 
Two girls, Ruth and Merrilyn attend school. Joy 
(Mrs. Henry McKinnon) has a boy, Earl and they live 
near Cochrane, Alberta. Esther (Mrs. Don Hansen) 
has no family and they live near Torquay, Saskatche
wan. Hazel and Eva work in Saskatoon. 

Dolly married Art Galvin in 1955 and they live 
near Neepawa. They have four children; Leslie works 
in Neepawa; Colleen works in Brandon; Robert 
works at Edmonton and Valerie still attends school. 

Cordelia married Gordon Bateman in 1955 and 
they live at Vancouver, Washington. They have two 
boys; Wesley graduated from Grade 12 this year and 
Howard, the oldest, married Sherri Anderson and 
lives in Vancouver, Washington, U.S.A. 

Marian married John Galvin in 1958. They live in 
Ottawa and have no family. 

Gervin married Miriam Churchill in 1962 and 
have two. boys, Kevin and Bernard. Both attend 
school. They live in Vernon, B.C. 

In 1966 Dorothy married Bill Owens. Bill died in 
1972. They had no family. Dorothy teaches in Win
nipeg. 

The Henry Miller's moved to the Winnipeg 
House in Brandon in the fall of 1974. Henry died 
September, 1977. Eva now resides in the Fairview 
Home in Brandon. They attended the Pentecostal 
Church at Rossburn and Brandon for many years and 
over the years they and their families have made a 
host of friends across Canada through the Churches. 
August John Miller 

AugustJohn, fourth son of William and Christina 
Miller, was born in Ayton, Ontario in 1893. He came 
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Henry Miller family. Back Row: Dolly, Gervin, Dorothy, Ber
nard. Middle Row: Cordelia, Marion, Hazel. Seated: Eva and 
Henry Miller. 

with his parents to Vista in 1897. He farmed in 
several locations near Vista, Rossburn and Shoal 
Lake. 

August married Maud Letitia Lowes of Carberry, 
a teacher in the district. Their first home was the 
upstairs of the Vista Carriage Works (on the north 
side of the present Baker store). Their first daughter 
Edythe Maude was born there (October 1921). 

In 1922, August built a house at the north end of 
Vista next to his father's house. He lived there until 
his death in 1963. Another daughter Ruth Margaret 
was born on February 2, 1925. 

Mrs. Miller passed away in 1929. August passed 
away in 1963. 

At the time the girls were growing up, August 
operated the Vista garage and also had the John 
Deere agency. 

In 1942, Edythe married Robert Hogg Young 
who farmed with his father lY2 miles south of Vista. 
They had three children; Dennis Robert, Margaret 
Louise and Linda Edythe. In 1958, the Young family 
moved into Vista, where they operated a cafe and 
grocery store. Robert continued to farm from town 
and in his spare time worked in the garage. 

Mr. Young passed away in 1968. 
In 1969, Edythe closed the store and moved into 

her father's house. In 1974, she married Bud Camp
bell, formerly of Rossburn, son of William Camp
bell. Bud and Edythe live in Burnaby, B.C. and 
spend the summer months in Vista. 

In 1944, Ruth married Balmer Rogers of Sols
girth. In 1945, they moved to Vista where Balmer 
worked in the garage with his father-in-law. He later 
took over the garage. In 1961, he sold the garage and 
the family moved to Binscarth where they operated a 



garage and a restaurant. They had four children; 
Floyd, Louise, Nelson and Connie. 

Balmer was drowned in a boating accident in 
1972. Ruth still resides in Binscarth. 
Wilfred William Miller 
May 10, 1894-September 9,1952 

Wilfred, along with his six brothers and one 
sister, moved with his parents William and Christen a 
from Ayton, Ontario to Vista, Manitoba, which was 
to be his home for the rest of his life. 

Within a few years after settling in Vista, the 
family suffered the loss of their only daughter, Sel
ma, who died suddenly at the very early age of 
fourteen. 

As a young man, Wilfred earned the reputation of 
a fine and skilled craftsman. He became a carpenter 
whose work was praised by those for whom he 
worked. It seems that he practised other trades (Shoe
maker) as well. 

Wilfred served with the Canadian Army in 
France during the First World War. Upon his return, 
he became the local postmaster and continued on 
with his carpentry work. 

Wilfred remained a bachelor until the age of 46. 
His life changed when Margaret Kippen, a 29 year 
old school teacher from Newdale, Manitoba, took up 
a teaching position at Vista. Margaret boarded with 
Wilfred's relatives and a relationship blossomed. 
This relationship was kept secret and everyone was 
surprised when on July 4,1940, they eloped and were 
married at Shoal Lake, Manitoba. They spent their 
honeymoon at Stuart Lake (Arrow Lake, a small lake 
a few miles north of Vista). Here, in a cabin called 
"The Thing" which was built by Wilfred, they spent 
their first few days of married life. 

Their family consisted of four children; Helen 
Winnifred, born January 22, 1942; Margaret Anne 
(Anne), born October 4, 1944; Duncan Wilfred, born 
July 1, 1946; and William Robert (Bill), born January 
8, 1951. 

Shortly after Bill's birth in 1951, Wilfred con
tracted terminal cancer and died September 9, 1952. 
He is buried at Rossburn Cemetery. 

Margaret then took over Wilfred's duties as 
postmaster. Unfortunately, the polio epidemic of 
1952 claimed Margaret as one of its many victims. 
Confined to crutches and a wheel chair, Margaret, 
with the help of her brother Dr. Duncan Kippen of 
Winnipeg and her mother Winnifred Kippen of New
dale, Manitoba, remodeled the house so that the post 
office became a part of the house. In addition, she 
hired Bessie MacDonald of Vista to assist her in 
running the post office and maintaining the house
hold. 

In 1958, Margaret took a teaching position at 
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Rossbum Collegiate for one year. Her subjects in
cluded French and Latin. Again in 1967 she was 
asked to fill a temporary position at the Collegiate. 

In 1972 the youngest child (Bill) left home. That 
year Margaret took on a foster child named Jerry 
Dumas. The following year Margaret sold her home 
and moved to Winnipeg. In 1972 she too contracted 
cancer. In 1974 she took up residence at West Park 
Manor, Personal Care Home in Winnipeg. On Octo
ber 9, 1976 her long fight with cancer ended. She 
now rests next to Wilfred in the Rossburn Cemetery. 

John Miller 
John Charles, (Jack) the youngest son of William 

and Christena Miller, was born April 17, 1903, at 
Shoal Lake, Manitoba. He attended school in Vista 
up to grade 8, after which he worked for a number of 
farmers in the Vista area which included Tom and 
Bill Armstrong, Alex MacPhail and Ab and Art 
Chesney. 

In 1929, Jack Miller, Norman Cummings, Mor
ley and Harold Brown were among those that were 
called to help fight fires in Riding Mountain National 
Park. 

On June 22, 1932 Jack married Isabel Sadie 
Smith. Isabel was born November 24, 1911, at Isa
bella, Manitoba, the daughter of Mary and Murdock 
Smith. Isabel lived in Birtle for a number of years 
before coming to the Vista area in 1929 to keep house 
for Jack's brother, August after the death of his wife, 
Maude. 

When Jack and Isabel were first married they 
lived in a small portable bin on the Brodie farm in the 
summer. In the winter they lived in Vista with Jack's 
mother, and brother, Wilfred. The next year they built 
a small house on the Brodie farm. 

Jack and Isabel rented the quarter section of 
Brodie's and a quarter section of George Cormack's 
one mile north of Vista. In 1938 they were hailed out, 
and the army worms invaded. The worms were so 
bad the cattle wouldn't even eat grass. 

In 1939, when the Highway, "Turkey Trail" #45 
was being built a crew of men had sleeping ac
comodations and a cook house in Jack and Isabel's 
yard. Jack hauled gravel from the pit on the Brodie 
farm. 

During the Second World War many of the hitch
hikers that rode the trains stopped in for meals and 
work, and some often spent the night. 

In 1941, Jack and Isabel moved to the house on 
George Cormack's farm. Jack paid the rent for the 
house by cutting wood. They rented a half section of 
Shaw's, which Jack purchased in 1945. To pay for the 
land Jack had to give the loan company half of the 
crop in the fall and pay for the taxes. 



George Bone worked for Jack and Isabel for five 
winters during the 1940's. 

During threshing time Jack ran a steam engine for 
George Shaw, Jim Armstrong and Gordon Taylor; 
and a gas outfit for Donald McDonald. The wages at 
that time were $8.00 a day. 

Jack and Chap Cummings worked for George 
Sutherland helping to build several schools. They 
built the Braddock School (four miles east and a half 
mile north of Oakburn), the Randall School (four 
miles south of Oakburn) and they built the new addi
tion on the King George School (five miles east of 
Vista). They also built a number of barns which 
included Mike Nychuk's, John Hamilton's of Sol
sgirth, and Art Chesney's. They started work at seven 
in the morning and the wages were 25¢ an hour. 

During the winter Jack cut and sold wood for 
$2.00 a load to the three grain buyers in Vista, Ernie 
Lillie, Ronald Hay and Dunc McIntyre; and many 
farmers in the Vista area which included Bill 
Armstrong, Walter Baker, Arthur Williams, G·eorge 
Sinclair and Ab Chesney. 

In the summer Jack played football with the Vista 
team which consisted of the following players: Ar
chie Ellis, Bill Young, Arthur Lewis, Art Chesney, 
Walter Baker, Ronald Hay, Tom Stitt, Otto, Wilfred 
and August Miller, Morley Brown, Nick Hrysak, 
Donald McDonald, Clifford Hamilton, Bill 
Armstrong, Harvey and Sid Hamilton and Dunc 
Menzies. 

In the winter Jack played goal for the Rossburn 
hockey team which consisted of Ernie McIntosh, 
Dunc McIntyre, Wes Williamson, Carl Woods, Mor
ris and Norman Clubley, Rowat and Sterling Veitch, 
Alex and Dave Cleland, Dooflicker Harrison, Tom 
McDonald, Colin Barlow, Archie and Lome McKin
non, Rusty and Bill Douglas, and Vern Hamilton. 

For five years Jack looked after the skating rink in 
Vista every Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Satur
day. 

In the 50's Jack rented a half section of Mrs. 
Stacey's south of Vista for three years. In the late 50 's 
and early 60's he rented a half section on the Way
wayseecappo Reserve for ten years. 

Isabel's life revolved around her home, her fam
ily and friends. She enjoyed doing handicrafts, such 
as crocheting, and making quilts. She was a 4-H 
leader in sewing and an active member of the Vista 
Women's Institute. She enjoyed playing softball, and 
curling. 

In the last several years Jack and Isabel spent 
many weekends during the summer at the cabin at 
Rossman Lake. They both enjoyed golfing. 

Isabel passed away Wednesday, March 26, 1980, 
and is buried in the Rossburn Cemetery. 
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Isabel and Jack Miller (seated). Standing: Dona, Robeena, 
Lois, Betty, Eileen, Ron, Wally, Ed, Charlie, Fred. Picture taken 
in 1974. 

Jack and Isabel's family consists of five sons and 
five daughters. Eileen, married Sydney Rockhall. 
They had three children, Katherine, (Mrs. Clarence 
Verbrugger), Brent and Ernest. 

Charlie, married Ethel Muir of Inglis. Charlie 
works as a self-employed machinist welder, heavy 
duty mechanic, and mill right. Ethel is a secretary for 
St. Regis Pulp & Power. Charlie and Ethel live at 
Hinton, Alberta, and have no family. 

Wally farms near Vista and has remained a bach
elor. 

Betty married Eugene Musgrove of Shoal Lake. 
They lived for a number of years at Shoal Lake where 
Betty worked as a telephone operator, then as bank 
teller at the Royal Bank. Eugene operated a govern
ment grader. They moved to Hinton, Alberta in 1974 
where Eugene works for St. Regis Stud Mill, and 
Betty works at the Royal Bank. They have two chil
dren, Boyd, and Sheiia. 

Robeena married Wayne McCutcheon of Strat
hclair. Robeena worked as a telephone operator in 
Shoal Lake for four years. Wayne and Robeena have 
three boys, Robert, Jason and Trevor. They farm near 
Strathclair. 

Dona married Gordon Dobbyn of Strathclair. 
They have one son, Darren. Dona worked as a 
nurse's aid in Shoal Lake Hospital, and now works as 
a nurse's aid at the Morley House in Shoal Lake, and 
Gordon is a truck driver. They live on a farm near 
Strathclair. 

Lois married Edward Shmyr of Shoal Lake. They 
have two children, Cynthia and Daniel. Lois worked 
as a nurse's aid at Morley House in Shoal Lake, and 
for a number of years at Rossburn District Hospital. 
She and Ed now farm near Shoal Lake. 

Ronald married Mavis Volk of Virden. They have 



two children, Dawn and Dallas. Ron is a self-em
ployed welder at Virden. 

Fred married Donna Rink of Hinton, Alberta. 
Fred farms near Vista and they have no family. 

Edwin married Kathaleen Merrill of Entrance, 
Alberta. Ed works for Fred S. Tappenden as a heavy 
duty mechanic. Ed and Kathy live at Entrance, Al
berta and have one daughter, Devon. 

All ten children were involved in curling, 4-H, 
and all played softball with the Vista teams. All five 
boys played hockey in Vista. All ten attended school 
in Vista, and Wally plays with the Rossburn Stingers 
hockey team. 

Wally and Fred now farm the home farm. Wally 
purchased the George Cormack farm in 1960. The 
farm has been renamed "Vista View Farms". The 
two brothers have operated a seed cleaning plant 
there for the past four years. They also raise Simmen
tal cattle. 

Every fall, Jack, Wally and Fred have an annual 
threshing day at Alex MacPhail's. They use all old 
threshing equipment which they own. This event 
becomes more popular every year. 

Dave Mitchell 
Dave Mitchell and his young bride Anna came 

from Foxwarren to Rossburn to manage the Empire 
Hotel. 

Jack Mitchell, the eldest of the Dave Mitchell 
family was born in this hotel. 

In 1910 Dave Mitchell became ill, and was unable 
to work for over a year. The hotel work was too much 
for his wife with a small baby to look after as well, so 
they accepted a job in the jail in Minnedosa as guard 
and matron. The couple had three more children 
while they lived in Minnedosa; Thomas, and the 
twins Victor and Isobel. 

During the years of the first World War, the fam
ily moved back to Rossburn where they went into the 
construction business and lived near Pete's Lake. 
With four small children and a wife to support, Dave 
worked at anything he could find to do: carpentry 
work, plastering - in those days nearly all the 
houses were lathed and plastered - brick laying and 
stucco work. A daughter; Mae, and a son; Fred, were 
born in Rossburn during these years. 

The family then moved to Togo, Saskatchewan 
where Dave farmed and bought grain for the next 
seven years. The youngest son; Joe, was born while 
they lived in Togo. 

In 1927 the family moved back to Rossburn 
where Dave again took up carpentry work and brick 
laying and any other work he could find. The winters 
were mostly spent "in the bush" at Bob Peden's 
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sawmill until the mill was finally closed out of the 
park. 

In 1940 three of the Mitchell boys; Tom, Fred and 
Joe joined the forces. Dave Mitchell left Rossburn 
again and went to McKenzie Island, Ontario to work 
as a watchman at Macmarmac Gold Mine. Mrs. 
Mitchell followed him in 1941 and the couple lived 
there until Dave's death in 1943. Mrs. Mitchell 
passed away in 1973 while living in Terrace, B.C. 

Jack, the eldest, is retired and lives in Sicamous, 
B.C. He married Merle Bruce- (the Bruces moved 
to Rossburn in 1929). The couple had two children. 

Tom married Agnes Woods and they had three 
children. He died in 1947. 

Vic, one of the twins, lives in Vancouver and is 
retired. He married Ruth Stromberg and they have 
one daughter. 

The other twin, Isobel, married Jack Hand and 
they have one son. They are retired and live in Ender
by, B.C. 

Mae also lives in Enderby, B.C. She married 
William Kilmister, who died in September 1978. The 
couple had four sons. 

Fred, lives in England and is retired. He married 
Lillian (Ann) Yardley and have no family. 

Joe, retired, lives in Sicamous, B.C. He married 
Edith Heddle and they have one son. 

Submitted by Merle Mitchell 
(Mrs. Jack Mitchell) 

Samuel and Isabella Mitchell 
Samuel was born November 16, 1876, at Cas

tlefleming house, Queen's County, Ireland. He came 
to Canada in 1894 via boat, then by train to Solsgirth, 
Manitoba. Mr. Hugh Ross met him and took him to 
his home - he had Sam walk some of this distance as 
it was cold weather and he did not want him to freeze 
his feet. He worked for Mr. Ross, William Peden Sr., 
Mr. George Williamson and Sam Warnock. He mar
ried Isabella Stitt, second daughter of the late James 
and Hannah Stitt in 1903. Bella, as known to friends 
and neighbors, was born in a log cabin south of 
Rossburn. They were married in Birtle, Manitoba, 
by Rev. A. B. Osterhaut. Mrs. Billie (Georgina) 
Crowe and Mrs. Osterhaut were the witnesses. They 
lived with Sam Warnock until 1905, when they 
moved to their own farm in the Birtle municipality, 
seven miles south of Rossburn and one mile south of 
his brother William, whom he followed out here 
from Ireland. They worked together, using the same 
walking plough with two horses, also the harrows 
and other machinery. 

Sam and Bella had six children. Daughter, Chris
tina Williams, a widow, resides in Brandon. She has 



two step-children, Evangeline Bayrack in Monrovia, 
California, Herbert in Mission City, British Colum
bia. Christina worked for a number of years as head 
cook in Brandon General Hospital then later in the 
Brandon College, known now as the Brandon Uni
versity. 

Daughter, Dorothy Veitch, was a school teacher, 
her first school was Colonsay. She resides in Toronto, 
has four children, Olive Loney a nurse, Doreen 
Chapman in the ministry, Keith, his own business in 
the Thermal Products, Laura, Secretarial work. 

Son Alfred married Sarah Shaw and took over the 
home farm until 1959 when they moved to Brandon. 
He had three daughters: Joyce Hart, a telephone 
operator, Dar1een Paddock a school teacher, Eleanor 
Fast, a nurse. Alfred passed away in 1959 and his 
widow Sarah still resides in Brandon. 

Son Ecklin, a retired minister resides south of 
Brandon. He married Irene Tyler. They had seven 
children, five sons and two daughters. Norman em
ployed in Eaton's Winnipeg; Irvin a mechanic, re
sides in Winnipeg; Clarence, the Christian Education 
and Youth Director for the Pentecostal Assemblies of 
Canada, resides in Winnipeg; Lloyd is the head 
custodian at the Fort Richmond Collegiate in Fort 
Garry, Winnipeg; Arnold is an electrician, resides 
south of Brandon; Lavina Schran, a licensed practi
cal nurse, resides in Atikokan, Ontario; Linda 
Olmstead, a licensed practical nurse, resides in 
Rivers, Manitoba. 

Daughter Florence Cleaver was a nurse, worked 
for a number of years at Victoria General and St. 
Boniface Hospitals, and has one daughter Anne 
Drozd, a Senior Consultant in the P. S. Ross Compa
ny, Toronto. 

Daughter Isabella 0 'Brien was in the ministry for 
a number of years with her late husband, Rev. 1. C. 
O'Brien, who passed away in 1975. She has two 
sons. Clifton, a lawyer, resides in Calgary and Calvin 
is in real estate and resides in Edmonton. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Mitchell left their farm in 1933 
to reside in Rossburn. In 1950 they had a family 
reunion when a large number of relatives gathered at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ecklin Mitchell, July 18th. 
All their children were present, Christina from Win
nipeg; Dorothy from Toronto; Florence from Win
nipeg; Isabella from Medicine Hat; Alfred and 
Ecklin both of Rossbum. Mr. William Mitchell, only 
brother of Sam attended with his family. All of Mrs. 
Mitchell's brothers and sisters were present. They 
included Marietta and Clossom Badger and family 
from Decker, Manitoba; Ralph and Ida Stitt from 
Rossburn; Mabel and George Sherritt with their fam
ily from Kelloe, Manitoba; Edith Block from Fort 
Frances, Ontario; Wilson and Eileen Stitt with their 
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family from Rossburn. An honored guest was the late 
Mrs. 1. 1. Stitt, Rossburn, great great aunt to fifteen 
nieces and nephews of the Mitchell family. Also 
present at the dinner table were Mr. and Mrs. W. 
Hayball, Solsgirth, an old time friend and neighbor 
of the family. Two large tables beautifully decorated 
with flowers seated sixty-three relatives. A large 
number of friends gathered in the evening to renew 
old acquaintances and enjoy a dainty lunch. On the 
previous evening, Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell and their 
children were entertained at dinner at the home of 
their son and daughter-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 
Mitchell. Roses were presented to the parents. 

In April of 1953, Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell cele
brated their 50th anniversary at their home in 
Rossbum. All their family were present. Many 
friends and neighbors called to wish them well. In 
1961, Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell, due to ill health, moved 
to Brandon to reside with their daughter, Christina. 
Mr. Mitchell passed away in February 1962 and Mrs. 
Mitchell in July, 1970. 

During Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell's life span they 
were active in community and church work. The 
family were staunch Conservatives and were affili
ated with the Rossburn Methodist Church and later 
on with the Pentecostal Church. 

Amusements were simple and inexpensive, skat
ing parties on frozen sloughs, school concerts, 
dances, box socials, picnics, and local fairs. Mr. 
Mitchell succeeded Mrs. Richardson as the Superin
tendent of the Eckford Sunday School under the 
auspices of the Rossburn United Church. Rev. M. 
Nixon was the minister in Rossburn at this time; the 
late Bill Johnston was treasurer. This was a thriving 
Sunday School, taking in a large area in that vicinity. 
When Mr. Mitchell retired to Rossbum, he was su
perintendent of the Rossburn Pentecostal Church 
Sunday School for ten years. 

The Mitchells had a comfortable frame home on 
their farm, their own well, and in time a gasoline 
engine to operate the pump and also assist with the 
washing on Monday mornings. They enjoyed their 
Model T Ford in the early twenties, and were very 
proud of a large hanging lamp. They had a kitchen 
clock bought at Jimmy Anderson's sale at Solsgirth 
in 1918 and it is still ticking in the home ofIsabella 
O'Brien in Edmonton. 

Fondly remembered neighbors were Mr. Hay
ball, (we used to dress him up in Mother's dust cap 
and aprons), Alex and Syd Hamilton. 

A family reunion of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Mitchell was held in 1974, at Manhattan Beach with 
eighty-four descendants attending this happy event. 

Many beautiful memories are recalled by the 
family, as both Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell encouraged 



their children to live a Christian life. The physical 
things pass away, but the spiritual things are eternal. 

William Mitchell, Sr. 
William Mitchell, Sr. was born December 5, 

1870, at Castlefleming House, Queen's County, Ire
land. He was educated there and served his appren
ticeship as a store keeper. As the business did not 
appeal to him, he came to Canada in 1892 to the 
Birtle district where he worked on a farm for the 
summer. In the fall of that year he came to Rossburn 
and worked for the Pedens and the Youngs. In 1898 
he purchased the north half of 2-19-25 from Thomas 
Young, now owned and farmed by Frances and Peter 
Wladyka. He resided on this land until he died in 
November of 1950. His first home was a log house 
which was built by Thomas Young. Around 1916, he 
built a large two storey house and also two large 
barns. The horse barn was a duplicate of the one his 
father had in Ireland. He also built a large cattle barn, 
a machine shed, and a granary which is still in use. It 
was built with square nails. The door was in the north 
end. The bins were down stairs. The grain was all 
bagged at the machine. It was carried to the south 
end, about fifty feet up a flight of stairs, and dumped 
on the floor and it ran down into the bins below. Bert 
remembers when his Dad made a door in the south 
end of the granary and how easy it was to just carry 
the grain up the stairs and dump it. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Mitchell (1900). 
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In 1900 he returned to Ireland and married Mary 
Jane Rafter. They returned to his farm where they 
lived until his wife passed away in 1947. Mr. Mitchell 
died in 1950. 

Of this marriage five children were born. Robert 
(Bert) was born in 1902. He married Roby Young in 
1935. They have one son, John. 

William, Jr. (Bill) was born in 1905. He married 
Kathleen Hunter in 1951. He passed away in 1980. 

Mary Jane (Polly) was born in 1906. She married 
William Chegwin in 1934. They had five children. 
Polly is now in Brandon Health Centre. 

Arabella (Daisy) lived at home from 1908 to 
1950. 

A baby, Kathleen lived from January to Septem
ber of 1910. 

Bill, Daisy, Mary Jane and Bert Mitchell. (About 1910.) 

Mr. Mitchell acquired much land and farmed it all 
with horses, having as many as thirty horses in the 
fields during seeding and harvest. He owned a tractor 
which was only used for a few years. He farmed three 
quarters of 1-19-25, all of 2-19-25, three quarters of 
3-19-25, half of 11-19-25, and half of 13-19-25. 

Elmer Brown owns N. E. Y4 of 1-19-25, Peter 
Wladyka owns 2-19-25, Frank Chegwin, Mr. 
Mitchell's grandson, owns the west half of 1-19-25 
and also owns half of 13-19-25. Stanley Schaworski 
farms east half of 3-19-25. Melnyk's own SE Y4 of 
3-19-25. Wayne Carson owns the south half of 
11-19-25. 

In 1941 the taxes on all this land were $380.00. 



Mr. Mitchell took a keen interest in agriculture. 
He owned a large herd of shorthorn cattle. He served 
as president, vice president, or director of the Agri
cultural Society for many years. In 1938 he was made 
an honorary member of the Society. He was a big 
exhibitor in the cattle section of the fairs. 

Mr. Mitchell was a warden of the Anglican 
Church which was built in Rossburn in 1907. 

Robert Mitchell 
Robert (Bert) Mitchell was born in Rossburn on 

May 10,1902, the son of William and Mary Jane (nee 
Rafter) Mitchell. He attended school at Perth and 
Rossburn. Around 1919 he left home and worked on 
farms at Foxwarren, Crandall, Holland, and also in 
Saskatchewan on the railroad. 

In 1924, he attended the Hemphill Trade School 
in Winnipeg and obtained his certificates of merit in 
auto, tractor, electrical ignition, and battery work. 

Bert returned home in 1928, and bought Peter 
Black's farms, N.E. 11-19-25, and 14-19-25 which he 
operated along with most of this father's land. This 
was due to his Dad's ill health. His father passed away 
in 1950. The land was then divided up among the 
members of the family. 

Bert married Roby Young in 1935 and they have 
one son, John. 

Bert was very active in community affairs. He 
served for twenty-three years on the Hospital Board 
Voluntary Service, thirty-two years as president of 
the Rossburn Pool Elevator, seventeen years as leader 
of the Rossburn Calf Club, thirteen years as president 
of the Agricultural Society, ch~irman of the Co-op 
Store, Credit Union, Farl1lcr's Union, Governing 
Board of Shoal Lake Hospital, Birtle Co-op Imple
ments, Curling Club and Sharman School Board. 
Bert operated a seed cleaning plant and has been a 
registered seed grower for thirty-three years. He 
bought the first combine in the district, which was an 
International pull type. He bought it in 1941 from 
Cameron Menzies, then the International dealer. His 
shop is now where Mike Verbowski operates an 
implement business. 

Bert had a large herd of pure-bred hereford cattle. 
Around 1935 and a number of years later, he kept 
about two hundred pigs. At that time pigs sold from 
three to six cents a pound. 

In 1971, Bert suffered a stoke and from then on 
has been confined to limited activities. The last three 
years he has been confined to a wheel chair but is in 
fair health. 

John Mitchell 
John Mitchell, only son of Bert and Roby 
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Mitchell, was born in 1935 in the Rossburn Nursing 
Home run by his aunt, Mrs. Jessie Heneghan. He 
attended Perth School for the first six years and 
completed his schooling in Rossburn. He then spent 
two winters at the Manitoba Technical Institute in 
Winnipeg where he took up welding. He also worked 
~or C.C.LL. in Winnipeg before returning to farm
mg. 

In 1958 he purchased N. Y2 of 14-19-25 from his 
father. That year he also married Jean Melnyk. 

There were no buildings on this land but there 
was a well so that's where the farm site was started. 
This well had been drilled in 1914 by Pete Black for 
his son who was going to build on the site but instead 
built on N.E. 11-19-25, the residence of John's par
ents. 

Jean continued to teach for a year after they were 
married. 

John has been a member of the Canadian Seed 
Growers Association since 1958 and grows ped
igreed seed. 

In 1961 they purchased S.W. of 1 and east half of 
S.W. 2-20-24, the old Slobodesky homestead. This 
land has been used for hay and pasture. 

For a number of years John was trustee of the 
Sharman School. 

In 1967, at the age of32, John was elected Reeve 
of the Municipality. In this capacity he has served on 
the following: Board Member of the local Health 
unit, the Local Hospital, Shoal Lake Veterinary 
Clinic, the Recreational Committee, board member 
and chairman of Parkland Region, chairman of the 
Rossburn C.N .R. Subdivision Retention Committee 
and as a farmer he also serves as director of Birdtail 
Equipment. 

John and Jean have three children. Chris was 
born in 1959. He graduated from Rossburn Colle
giate in 1977. He farmed during the summer months 
and for two winters he worked in Winnipeg and 
played goal for the Selkirk Steelers. In 1978 he 
purchased E. Y2 of 8-19-24. On December I, 1979 he 
married Donna Buternowsky. 

Laura was born in 1961, graduated from Rossburn 
Collegiate in 1979. She is now taking her R.N. train
ing in St. Boniface Hospital in Winnipeg. 

Grant was born in 1963 and is still at home attend
ing high school. 

Moan 
Andrew Moan was born March 29, 1902 in Nor

way, the son of Tarald and Elizabeth Moan. Tarald's 
wife died leaving three small children: Ella, Ole, and 
Andrew. In 1908, he remarried and they raised a large 
family of four sons and eight daughters. 

They emigrated to Canada in 1911, leaving by 



boat from Trondjim, Norway to Halifax, then by train 
to Winnipeg, taking eighteen days of travelling to 
arrive on April 16th. 

The Moans lived in a rooming house on Laura 
Street. Two days after their arrival, Tarald started 
working for a contractor at $3.00 a day, painting on 
the Fort Garry Hotel and the Louise Bridge which 
had just been built at that time. Tarald worked for this 
same contractor on his sheep ranch at Woodlands 
through the summer months putting up hay at $3.00 a 
ton. In the fall, he went back to painting until it got 
too cold. The children were happy to get out of the 
city to enjoy the freedom of country life. 

In the Spring of 1912 in May, the Moans moved to 
Erinview District to the land Tarald had purchased as 
a homestead. They cut logs and were able to erect a 
small house. By 1919, the family had increased so 
they built a bigger house. Andrew, along with his 
brothers and sisters, walked three miles to attend 
classes at Erinview School. 

In 1926, they moved to the Hythe District, which 
is about five miles southwest of Inwood. Here they 
farmed and Tarald worked on construction crews 
building grain elevators throughout the Summer 
months in Saskatchewan and Manitoba. When the 
depression hit in 1929, farming became the liveli
hood of the family. 

Andrew took over the homestead when the fam
ily moved to the Hythe District. On December 25th, 
1928, he married Elizabeth Ann Berney, daughter of 
Parker and Bena Berney of the Silver Creek Munic
ipality. They kept up this ranch for nine years. An
drew followed in his father's footsteps, from an early 
age of seventeen years, working on construction 
crews, building elevators, etc. They sold the ranch in 
1938 and moved to the Colonsay District, south of 
Angusville, to South half of 13-19-26 where they 
farmed until 1964. 

Andrew and Ann were blessed with two sons: 
Ralph and Clarence. They have three grandchildren. 

Ralph Parker was born January 21, 1938 and he 
married Aileen Mulloy. They have a son, Elliot John 
born April 29, 1964. They live in Toronto and Ralph 
works for Powell Equipment Ltd. 

Clarence Alvin was born October 12, 1939 and he 
married Mary Maniel. They have a son, Mark An
drew, born July 24, 1970, and a daughter, Cheryl 
Louise, born September 12, 1972. The children at
tend school in Foxwarren. 

Clarence and Mary have taken over the operation 
of the farm since his parents retired in 1964 to reside 
in Rossburn. With their pride and joy still in the farm, 
Andrew has devoted much of his time and talents 
towards the betterment of the land and building con
struction, - all of which one could be well proud of. 
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Andrew was on the Council of the Silver Creek 
Municipality from 1956-1964. He was also on the 
Official Board of the Angusville United Church for a 
number of years. 

Andrew and Ann are sports enthusiasts. Ann has 
been an ardent curler in her day. They are busy folk 
with their various activities helping out in communi
ty affairs. They are ever ready to lend a helping hand 
when needed. 

In December of 1978, they had the pleasure of 
celebrating their Fiftieth Wedding Anniversary at a 
reception given in their honor in the auditorium of the 
Rossburn United Church. Many relatives and friends 
came to wish the happy couple good health and 
contentment for many more years. The friendship 
and sincerity of all who came for a social time was 
evidence of the high esteem which Andrew and Ann 
hold in the community. 

Mm.ll.lson 
William James Alexander Moulson (1884-1959) 

was born in Cheshire, England. He immigrated to 
Canada in 1892 with his family: 

Father - William Edward Spurstow Moulson 
(1850-1897). 

Mother - Selena Frances (Spencer) Moulson 
(1856-1924). 

They were married on the Isle of Wight in 1874. 
Brother - Thomas "Percy" (1882-1968) mar

ried Florence Barrow (1887-1964). 
Sisters - Selena "Lena" (1888-1931) married 

Hans Butler (1880-1940). 
- Louisa "Lucy" (1890-1975) mar
ried Alfred Bailey (1867-1936). 
- Esther (1892-1965) married John 
Spencer (1885-1962). 
- Gertrude (1894-1978) married 
"Dan" Shaw (1891-1964). 

They settled in the Solsgirth District where he 
completed his schooling at Mount Joy School. He 
started farming the S.E. Y4 8-19-25 in the Rossburn 
Municipality with his elder brother Percy, in the early 
1900's. His brother left after a few years for greener 
fields and "Billy" , as he was known, was left on his 
own. 

He married Kathleen Mountain (1889-1937) in 
1911. She was born in Boston, Lincolnshire, England 
and came to Canada with her family in 1893. They 
settled in the Sols girth District. Billy and Kathleen 
had a family of nine children: Marguerite 
(1912-1918), Edith (1914-1978) married Claire Ped
en, Allen "Slim" (1915) married Mary Wilson, Au
drey (1917-1942), Amy (1918) married Tom Chesney, 
Evelyn "Putt" (1921-1974) married Warren Darroch, 
Norman "John" (1922) married Marilyn Cottingham 



(nee Davison), Thomas "Joe" (1923) married 
Gertrude Breckenridge, Jessie (1924-1924). 

He was one of the people responsible for the 
Colonsay school being built, and served as a Trustee 
on the Board for a number of years. He also served on 
the Board of St. James Anglican Church. 

He married Kate "Kitty" Dickinson (1894) in 
1939. She was born in Kirton near Boston, Lin
colnshire, England. She immigrated to Canada with 
her three brothers in 1914. They settled in the Sols
girth District. She still lives on the home farm, a 
busy, active lady. 

Billy's favorite pastime was hunting in his early 
years. The Riding Mountain National Park was a 
favourite place of his. During the" dirty thirties" his 
holidays were spent in the park. A team and wagon 
hauled the boat and supplies with as many kids on 
horseback, who wanted to get away for a week rough
ing it. No air mattresses and sleeping bags then - it 
was spruce boughs and a blanket. There would be 
enough bread for the first part of the week, when that 
was done it was bannock - it tasted real good when 
you were hungry. Of course there was always fish in a 
nearby lake. 

He operated a saw mill for a number of years. He 
would go up to the park in the wintertime, cut logs, 
haul them home and saw them into lumber. Many of 
the outbuildings he built are still in use. In the years 
before the combine, he did custom threshing. His 
son John still farms the home place. 

Fed Mychasiw 
Fed Mychasiw was born in 1884 in Tarnavka, 

Ukraine. He and his brother Yurko left their parents 
and four brothers and three sisters to come to Canada 
in search of a better life. In 1907, Fed purchased NW 
27-20-23 from Mrs. Roy Corman. On November 7, 
1909, he married Tekla Dnistranski in Oakburn, 
Manitoba. 

Their first son John was born September 2, 1910. 
On January 19, 1913, Fed died, leaving his wife with 
one small child and another expected. On August 19, 
1913, Michael was born. 

Because Fed died at 29 years of age, when his life 
was really just beginning, there are no eventful expe
riences we can relate to the readers. There is no 
record of where and when he came to Canada, but we 
are certain that there were many hardships he had to 
endure before he arrived and settled in the Marco 
district. 

Tekla married Fred Juba in 1915 and continued to 
live on NW 27-20-23. They had six children; Emily, 
Harry, Anne, Mary, Nick and Pete. They moved to 
Birtle, Manitoba in 1948. Tekla died in November 
1962. 
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John stayed home and helped farm till he was 
sixteen. He went to work for the railway company for 
one summer. At eighteen, he went to work for a 
farmer named Keilow eight miles south of Shoal 
Lake, where he worked for seven months. He earned 
$15.00 a month and during harvest he was paid 
$20.00 a month. For the next five years, he worked at 
different farms during harvest earning $1.00 a day. 
After saving his money, he purchased a team of 
horses for $90.00. He then earned $2.00 a day during 
harvest, using his own team. 

In 1933, John got ajob hauling cream from farm
ers to a creamery in Oakburn, Manitoba, using a 
horse drawn wagon. 

On February 6, 1936, he married Rose 
Ewanyshyn and lived with her dad till spring. In the 
spring, they rented a house which had belonged to 
Anton Antonation on NE 33-20-23 for $5.00 a year. 
They lived there until 1942 when they moved to NE 
34-20-23, where Mr. and Mrs. Matt Dutchak pres
ently reside. 

In 1939, John purchased a half ton Model 'A'. He 
recalls hauling as many as sixty cans of cream, hav
ing to tie a rope around the top to keep the cans from 
falling off. There were no gravel roads so it was a 
struggle to get all that cream to Shoal Lake creamery, 
especially during rainy weather or snow storms. He 
earned 22¢ a can and later he was paid 35¢ a can. 

In 1944, John and Rose bought SW Y4 34-20-23 
from Mike Krawitz for $1,400.00 

In 1950, their log house burned down leaving the 
family of six, homeless, also losing all their belong
ings. They rebuilt that same year and John still lives 
there. 

Hydro service finally came to Marco area resi
dents in 1953. 

In 1968, Shoal Lake creamery closed down and 
John continued the job of hauling cream to Manco in 
Rossburn. He retired in February 1980, at which 
time, he was paid $1.50 a can. 

John was a school trustee for the Marconi School 
for six years. He was president of Marco Hall from 
1953 until the hall burned on May 2, 1972. 

John and Rose had six children: 
Ed married Nadia Dru!. They have two girls and 

farm in the Marco area. 
Lenard married Betty Saley. They have one son 

and one daughter. He works for the Yukon Govern
ment in Whitehorse. 

Shirley married Nick Kalyniuk. They have one 
son, four daughters and live in Rossburn where Nick 
teaches and farms. 

Raymond is not married and lives on the farm 
with John and Mary. His twin, a girl, died in infancy. 

One other boy died in infancy also. 



Rose passed away January 23, 1966. John mar
ried Mary Yanick on November 18, 1970. They still 
live on SW 34-20-23. Fed Mychasiw's quarter sec
tion is still farmed by the Mychasiw brothers. 

Left to Right: Helen, Mike, John, Rose Mychasiw. (1937) 

Michael Mychasiw 
Michael (Mike) Mychasiw was born August 19, 

1913 in the R.M. of Ross bum, the son of Fed Mychasiw 
and Tekla Dnistranski. He attended school at Ruska 
Rawa for two years and at Marco School for two 
years. He worked around Shoal Lake for five years as 
a hired man for farmers. In 1934, he married Helen 
Bobinski. They rented SW 34-20-23 for four years. 
In the spring of 1938, the NW 34-20-23 was rented 
for three years, and then the land was purchased and 
they remained there until 1949 when he sold the land 
to Mr. Alex Dutchak. 

During the years of farming, a lumber planer was 
purchased from John and Matt Glushka to plane 
lumber brought out of Riding Mountain Park. In 
October 1948, one section of land was purchased at 
Birtle. Land location is W Y2 15-17-27 and S Y2 
16-17-27 and is still being farmed. 

In 1954, a bulldozer cat was purchased to clear 
land on the farm. In 1959, more heavy equipment 
was purchased and Mike was in the road building 
business. In 1970 a construction company was incor
porated as M & M (Mychasiw) Const. Ltd., and is 
involved in road building and land clearing. 

During the years, a family was raised: Delmar, 
born June 14, 1940, died April 7, 1960. 

Melvin was born July 8, 1943 and married Donna 
Borody April 26, 1969. Their children are; Tracy, 
born September 2, 1970, and Timothy, born Febru
ary 27, 1972. They live on the farm with his Dad and 
Melvin runs the construction company. 
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Sophie was born October 13, 1945 and married 
Peter Vardalos. Their children are: Angela, born 
November 22, 1967; Anita, born December 13,1969; 
Nicholas, born January 14, 1973; Michael, born Au
gust 26, 1974. They live in Winnipeg. 

Julia, born January 1947, died in 1950. 
Elaine was born September 19, 1949, married 

Stan Moshondz June 7, 1969. Their children are; 
Brenda, born October 28, 1970; Bernice, born Octo
ber 28, 1972 and Brian, born June 10, 1978. They 
farm east of Inglis. 

Dennis was born October 7, 1951 and died in 
1953. 

Mathew Mychasiw 
Mathew Mychasiw and Yohashka (nee Korman) 

lived in the village of Ternowka, county of Borschiv, 
in Western Ukraine. 

In 1900, they and their one year old son, Mike, 
immigrated to Canada and arrived in the Rossburn 
district in April of 1900. Upon arrival, they were 
taken in by Mr. and Mrs. Matsko Woychyshyn and 
continued to live with them for some time. The 
Woychyshyns had lived in the same district in 
Ukraine and had arrived here earlier. They had al
ready established a homestead and so were able to 
help this family whom they knew. Mathew and 
Yohashka later lived on property which had not yet 
been surveyed. During this time, Mathew, like most 
other pioneer settlers, sought employment with the 
already established farmers to the south while 
Yohashka tended to the menial tasks at home. On 
May 18, 1906, they bought their homestead, that 
being the S.W. Y4 of 33-19-23 and continued to live 
here until their death. Mathew passed away in 1953 
and Yohashka in 1956. They lie at rest in the Ukrai
nian Catholic Cemetery at Olha. 

They had eight children; Mike, Joseph, Peter, 
Annie, Nick, John, William and Metro. 

Mike married Nellie Chwaluk in 1920. They 
lived on NW 28-19-23 until 1963 when they sold their 
farm and moved to Winnipeg. They had seven chil
dren: Mary, Stella, Dan, Anne, Harry, Ernest and 
Rose. Rose passed away in 1972. Nellie passed away 
in 1980. Mike continues to live in Winnipeg. 

Joe married Katherine Chopp. They settled on 
S.W. 32-19-23 and later sold out and moved to 
Elphinstone. Joe passed away in 1939 and Katherine 
and the children moved to Thunder Bay, where she 
still resides. Their children are Sophie, Sydney, An
ton and Andrew. 

Peter married Ann Zegalski in 1926. They lived 
on SE 32-19-23 and farmed until Peter's death in 
1965. Ann continued to live here with her two older 
sons until 1967 when she moved to Rossburn where 



she now makes her home. They had five children; 
Marie, Steve, Walter, Paul and Helen. Marie passed 
away in 1968. 

Annie left home to work in Winnipeg in 1920. 
She married Mike Lewreyinovich in 1936. They 
lived in Winnipeg until 1947 when they moved to 
Vancouver, B.C. Mike passed away in 1980. Annie 
continues to live in Vancouver. Their children are 
Harry and Walter. 

Nick married Lena Kaskiw in 1935. They settled 
to farm on N.E. 30-19-23. In 1944, they moved to 
Thunder Bay. They had three children; Frank, Elsie 
and Edward. Frank passed away in 1949. Lena 
passed away in 1966. In 1970, Nick married widow 
Mary Shymanski (nee Burnett). They are retired and 
living in Winnipeg. 

John married Mary Raginski in 1936. They set
tled on N.W. 33-19-23 and later sold out but con
tinued to live on the farm until retirement in 1977. 
They had five children: Nettie, Lawrence, Phyllis, 
Evelyn, and Grace. John passed away in 1979. Mary 
resides in Rossburn. 

William married Mary Chwaluk in 1943. They 
lived on S.W. 33-19-23 (his father's homestead) and 
farmed here until 1966, when he retired. They now 
make their home in Shoal Lake. 

Metro married Ann Chwaluk in 1948. They lived 
on S. W. 33-19-23 for eight years, then moved to NW 
27-19-23 where they farmed until 1967 when they 
sold their farm and moved to Elphinstone. In 1980, 
they moved to Rossburn where they presently make 
their home. 

Wasyl and Maryia Naherniak 
Wasyl Naherniak's parents (John and Anna) lived 

in the Ukraine and farmed the rich lands. Wasy I 's 
father was born in 1835 and his mother around 1840. 
They were married in 1860. Their son, Wasyl, was 
born in 1861. Maryia's parents were Peter and Pauline 
Germak who also farmed and grew fruit trees. Wasyl 
and Maryia grew up together in the village of 
Schmankiewche, the region Chortkiw, near the city 
of Ternopol. Before this many Ukrainians were serfs 
under Russian Rule. During the mid 1800's, the poet 
Taras Shevchenko led a revival of Ukrainian culture. 
The historian Michael Hrushevesky wrote many 
books on Ukrainian History that advocated Ukraine's 
complete separation from Russia. It is at this time 
that Wasyl and Maryia were growing up. They were 
lucky enough not to have their parents prearrange 
their wedding as was the custom. They married for 
love. Maryia told her children that Wasyl would give 
her an apple through the window, a gift of courtship. 
They were married in 1890 at a Ukrainian ceremonial 
wedding under Catholic rites. 
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Because they were rural Ukrainians they were 
bound by strong ties to their families and farms. 
Wasyl built them a home of logs and clay with a 
thatched roof. Maryia plastered this with clay and 
whitewashed it. Wasyl farmed and three years of his 
life were spent in the army. 

During the late 19th century and the early 20th 
century many people from the Ukraine and other 
parts of Europe were freedom conscious and Wasyl 
and Maryia were anxious to explore and try their 
luck. They immigrated to Canada in the spring of 
1900, by ship, landing in Halifax. They boarded a 
train and stopped at Shoal Lake. From there an En
glish farmer drove them to their homestead, the NW 
Sec 16-21-25. They also brought their five older 
children, namely, Andrew, Olena, Domitzela, Max 
and Anna all born in the Ukraine. After three weeks 
of sea journey many were seasick. The homestead 
was between Russell and Rossburn. (no town of 
Rossburn existed then) The family built a log house 
and planted a garden. They brought clothing, sheets, 
household articles, garden seeds, tools like rakes and 
spades in their wooden trunks. The settlers who came 
before them from Ontario shared potatoes for seed. 

Wasyl bought chickens and some cattle from the 
neighbors. Before their log house chinked with clay 
was ready their first Canadian child, Pauline, was 
born. Wasyl broke new land and with hired help grew 
good crops on this new land. He had the finest 
groomed horses in the country and acquired a herd of 
Shorthorn cattle. As his sons grew older everyone 
worked to develop the farm. The sons who became 
farmers were given land and cattle to start farming. 
Besides being a skillful and competent farmer Wasyl 
was a respected father to all his family. 

Wasyl and Maria Naherniak at their new farm home on their 
homestead in 1923. 



Wasyl and Maryia were always willing to help 
anyone in need and in building the Ruthenia School 
in 1906 and the Ruthenia Church (still there today) in 
1911-1912. Education came first in the Naherniak 
family. Some other districts built churches first and 
the education of their children was delayed. But not 
so with Wasyl and his neighbors. All the five older 
children attended school and learned to read and 
write in English and Ukrainian even though some 
were older than present school age children. Because 
the inspector was against Ukrainian instruction, 
books were hidden under the chimney so he couldn't 
find them. If the inspector wanted to fire teachers he 
couldn't as they were scarce then. Mr. Hryshoway 
and Mr. Mayowski were the first teachers. Mr. May
owkski had very legible handwriting and many of his 
pupils picked up this talent from him. Later, when the 
Department of Education became less restrictive, 
Ukrainian was taught after school. 

Wasyl and Maryia were dedicated Catholics and 
Wasyl was a priest's attendant at Ruthenia Church for 
many years. 

Maryia was a good cook and loved gardening and 
flowers. She loved picking wild fruit like strawber
ries, raspberries, blackberries and gooseberries. 
There were so many strawberries on the unbroken 
prairie. Maryia took them to Russell and sold them 
for $50.00. Maryia's only weakness was her temper. 
Arguing with Wasyl one winter day she said she was 
going out to freeze. Wasyl jokingly said, "Leave 
your coat and you'll freeze that much faster. " Maryia 
laughed at this also and said she wouldn't lose her 
temper again. 

Wasyl and Maryia had seven more children born 
in Canada and the whole family numbered one doz
en. Those born in Canada were Pauline, Margaret, 
Romeo, Jessie, John, Peter and Maggie. Here is a 
brief summary of all members of the family. There 
were 12 children, 63 grandchildren and approx
imately 55 great grandchildren. 

Andrew, the oldest son, married Anastasia Boy
chuk and they farmed on the SW 32-21-26. Andrew 
was a good fiddler, dancer and singer. He went to 
many weddings and parties. He was a great story
teller and loved to comfort the sick. His wife, Ana
stasia, cooked at many weddings for friends and 
relatives. Anastasia was a kind-hearted, good work
ing housewife bringing up a respectable family of ten 
children. The oldest son Basil died at an early age of 
appendicitis. Olive married Alex Iwanuik. Their 
children are Larry, Raymond, Arnold and Gloria. 
Olive is interested in history and culture. Margaret 
married Tom Prodan. Their sons were Allan, Melvin 
and Dennis. This family's sons are teachers and one a 
veternarian. Pauline married Mike Kaban, a farmer 
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and their children are Melvin, Eugene, Lesia and 
Allan. This family also has an engineer, teachers and 
a doctor. Doris married Steve Popyk and their daugh
ters are Myra and Lorraine. Lena married Alexander 
Kalynuk, a farmer and Crop Insurance agent. Their 
children are Marianne, Ken, Janice and Donna. This 
family too, has teachers and nurses. Alex, who farms 
the homestead, married Anne Wladyka. Their fam
ily are Wayne, Debbie, Myra, Michael and Garry. 
Melvin, a farmer and musician, married Elsie 
Bucklaschuk. Their sons are Darrin, Gregory and 
Nathan. Billy, who is a salesman, married Joan and 
their children are Brian, Craig and Mark. Anne, the 
youngest daughter, married Nick Sackney, a high
ways employee. Their children are Patricia, Paul, 
Richard, Nicky, Lisa and Jordon. 

Olena, Wasyl's oldest daughter married Michael 
Derkach. They farmed in the Silver Beach area 
north-west of Angusville. Olena made many clothes. 
Her dad bought her a sewing machine as she was a 
good seamstress. Her family consisted of nine chil
dren. Jessie and Andrew Lapka had four children, -
Mike, Peter, Wasyl and Stella. These are also farmers 
and an agricultural rep. Annie married Joseph Der
kach, a farmer. Their children were John, Steve and 
Ruth. Teenie married Anthony Mushmanski and they 
and their sons, Melvin and Frank, are farmers. Alec, 
a factory employee, married Adviga Bergunder. 
Their family of four were Bert, Myroslaw, Florence 
and Lillian. William and his wife, Emily Kuz, and 
son, Carl were farmers. Thomas and Jessie Kuz also 
farmed. Their children are Helen, Alwin and Ron
nie. Rosie and husband Edward Bergunder, factory 
employees, had two children Helen and Leonard. 
Roman and wife, Sophie Ewasiuk also farm. Their 
children are Lome and twins, Stanley and Sonja. 
Myroslaw, the youngest son, married Mary 
Tranchuk. They farmed and their children are 
Michael, Doreen, and Patricia. Olena and Michael 
were dedicated Catholics who also brought up a 
respectable, loving family. Domitzela, the third 
daughter and her husband, Basil Micha1chuk farmed 
on the SW 22-21-26. Domitzela brought up a large 
family many of whom became teachers. She loved 
her garden and flowers, too. Her husband kept many 
cattle and built a large barn and home on the family 
farm. They had 14 children. Leon married Mary 
Lisovicky. Both were teachers. Their children were 
Bohdan, Lesia and Donna. Emil and wife, Mildred 
Olynyk, were farmers, now living in Russell. Julian 
and wife, Mary Moshondz, farm. Their children are 
William and Darlene. Nestor is a truck driver. Eu
gene, school division maintenance-man and wife, 
Jean Matiowsky a teacher, have three children, -
Darryl, Kathy and Cheryl. Theresa, a teacher, and 



husband Charlie Pawluk, a farmer, have a family of 
four girls, - Doreen, Elaine, Dianne, Carol and one 
son, Calvin. Olive married Roy Kohuch, both of 
Winnipeg. They had one daughter, Michelle. Horace 
and wife, Mary Boraskewich, farm and raise cattle. 
Maurice who married Pauline Kowal is a carpenter. 
Their children are Brenwyn and Barney. Marie mar
ried Walter Pawluk and they farm. Their children are 
Paulette, Kenneth, Lome and Lorraine. Wasyl and 
wife Wanda Mushmanski, work in Winnipeg. Their 
child is Lyndon. Eugenia died at an early age and 
rests at Lakedale beside her beloved parents. Maria 
teaches in Winnipeg and has one daughter, Leslie. 
Marion, a truck driver, married Mary Komiat of 
Brandon. Two children died in infancy. This family 
and their children have many special talents, are 
always willing to help anyone in need, and serve their 
community well. 

Left to Right: Romeo, Peter, Max, John Naherniak. 

Max, the fourth child ofWasyl and Maryia, mar
ried Muxasa Hrynkiwsky. They farmed on the NE 
32-21-25 presently the home of their son, Andrew. 
Max had a very happy disposition and was a farmer, 
hunter, horse-lover, and served as an army guard. His 
wife was a lovely singer and acted in drama plays as 
she was very talented for this. She grew beautiful 
gardens, flowers and fruits. They were blessed with 
five children. Eugenia married Mike Derlago. Their 
children are Lyle, Kev and Amy. Ostap, a fourth 
child, died young of knee infection. Myron, a sales
man married Olga Stetkewich, a teacher. John, a 
teacher married Lorna Windsor. Their family is 
Brent, Bob, and Yvonne. Lucy, a teacher married 
Ron Armstrong, a farmer. Their four sons are Allan, 
George, Derrin and Dean. Andrew raises beautiful 
horses and cattle. How wonderful it is when the 
family member carries on the family's tradition of 
love for the family farm and love of farm animals! 

Anna, third daughter married Alexander Wonito-
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way of Ross bum. Alec and Annie raised six children, 
Muriel, Leonard, Olive, Eugenia, Nydia and Zane. 
Three were teachers, one a dressmaker and the sons 
were farmers. Alex was a great sportsman and hunter. 
All shared a love of music and still have family 
gatherings every year. Nydia, Wasyl's grandchild is 
very proud to be a descendant of the Nahemiak 
family and has written this history for you. She 
thinks the Nahemiak family is one of the largest and 
greatest in the Rossbum area. Can anyone challenge 
us in this? Please refer to the Wonitoway history for 
more information about Anna's family. 

Pauline, a fourth daughter, was the most faithful 
and loving member of the family. She was there at 
every wedding and there were many. She married 
Michael Opleta, a railroad employee, and had only 
one son, Allan, a pharmicist. Pauline, Anna and 
Jessie were three sisters who visited each other often. 

Margaret died when she was 12 years old. Anna 
attended her funeral by travelling 15 miles on horse
back. 

Romeo, a lawyer, practised law in Chicago, 
U.S.A. He married Alice Perch, a piano teacher. 
Wasyl spent much money and toil to educate his son. 
Both Romeo and Alice were wonderful people and 
visited here occasionally. 

Jessie, the ninth child, is really the most special 
and favourite aunt of the family. Both her and her 
husband William Hyra treated you royally to food 
and hospitality, be you a relative or only a friend. She 
could bake the most wonderful goodies, sew the 
loveliest garments and give away the most useful 
homemade wedding presents. Her gardens had many 
flowers, fruit trees and strawberries. William Hyra 
was a fiddler, carpenter, mechanic, saw-mill opera
tor, and farmer. He built churches, halls, barns, 
homes and coffins. He was a councillor of Rossbum 
municipality for 32 years. He helped many people by 
giving them seed, farm help; welding, etc. He loved 
gardening and helped his children purchase farms 
and build homes. Jerry, their oldest son, was a good 
farmer, Leonard a farmer, married Lena Ewanchuk. 
Their children are Barry, Kathy and Ricky. Julia 
married Harry Kuzenko. They farmed and live in 
Russell. Their children are Dennis, Diane and Deb
bie. Peter married Mearle Hystad and is a cat opera
tor in British Columbia. Their three sons are Glen, 
Darryl, and Stephen. Eugene farms the home place. 
Alexander married Marion Melnyk and they also 
farm. Marion's children are Wally, Wanda, Jacqeline 
and Joel. 

John, who farmed Wasyl's homestead, married 
Mary Derkach and their only daughter Nadia married 
Eugene Hale. John purchased the Rossbum Post Of
fice building in 1965. With his wife as helper, they 



looked after the building until selling it in 1979. John 
was also town policeman for a number of years. 
John, with his friendly attitude and sense of humor, 
was the fourth son. 

Peter, Wasyl's youngest son was a farmer, school 
teacher, elevator manager, carpenter and worked at 
an Ontario mine. He is always willing to give anyone 
a helping hand. 

Maggie, the youngest daughter, married Nick 
Hyra and lives in British Columbia. Nick was a 
farmer, restaurant and cat operator. Their children are 
Annie, John, Adolph, Eddie, Marusia, Peter, Milton 
and Frank (who died in infancy). Maggie is a good 
cook, gardener and seamstress. 

Wasyl, a staunch red-headed pioneer and wife, 
Maryia, rest at Ruthenia cemetery, their beloved 
home. 

Naherniak family. Back Row: Romeo, Peter, Wm. Hyra, Max, 
Alex Wonitoway, John and Mary Naherniak, Basil Michalchuk. 
Front Row: Mrs. Max Naherniak, Jessie, Alice (Mrs. Romeo 
Naherniak) and Anna. 

Dmytro Nychek 
My grandfather, Dmytro Nychek, arrived in Can

ada from the village of Horodenka, Western Ukraine, 
which at that time belonged to the Astro-Hungarian 
Empire. Their ship docked in Halifax early in May, 
1899. The family unit consisted of Dmytro and Anna 
(Moskalyk) Nychek, and five sons, Steve, Mike, 
Wasyl, Andrew and Nick. Another son George was 
born in Canada. 

In their native land, the Nychek family lived near 
the town of "Horodenka," where the older boys 
attended school, studied both Ukrainian and Polish 
and were fluent in both languages. 

Several of grandfather's neighbors and relatives 
I who arrived on the same ship were; Fred Tokaryk, 

Dmytro Werezak, Peter Derbawka, Dmytro Lazorko 
and John Boklaschuk. 

From Halifax this group of immigrants travelled 
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by train to Winnipeg. Upon arriving they were in
formed that the Immigration building was overfilled 
and there was no room for the new arrivals. Some 
were placed in Old Dufferin School and the rest were 
transported to Selkirk for the time being. The 
Nychek family went to Selkirk. 

My father (Steve Nychek) who was seventeen 
years of age remembered many incidents that oc
curred during his travels. He related that they were 
overjoyed to stop over and rest in Selkirk, which 
could hardly be called a town at that time. There was 
a railway station, a few small buildings and a large 
shack by the river, painted in a red color. This was 
used as an Immigration Building. Here they had a 
good, pleasant cook by the name of Mrs. Gyrylo. 
She served wholesome and generous meals to these 
weary immigrants and their children during their stay 
in Selkirk. 

On the 10th of May 1899 about eighty families 
from Selkirk and Dufferin school were taken by train 
to Strathc1air to be settled on the homesteads north of 
Shoal Lake. Here their journey was interrupted by an 
outbreak of scarlet fever. Several children died and 
were buried by the tracks. 

In Strathc1air, they were accommodated in two 
large unheated buildings, which added more to their 
hardships and discomfort. After consultation with 
the Immigration Colonization officer (Mr. Speers) 
about half of this unfortunate group, was taken by 
teams and wagons to their temporary shelters (large 
tents) near Patterson Lake about 5Y2 miles north of 
Oakburn. 

In the meantime the scarlet fever which had 
started on the train and Strathc1air broke out anew. 
Many children and three adults died. The colony was 
placed in quarantine until the epidemic subsided. 
After that, these people were allowed to move to their 
own homesteads. 

The remaining group of immigrants in Strathc1air 
was detained and quarantined also. (My grand
parents were with this group). They remained in 
Strathc1air until the first group moved to their home
steads. Then, they too were conveyed by teams and 
wagons to the Patterson Lake camp. Here they re
mained until their homesteads were surveyed. 

My grandfather got N.W. Y418-19-22. He moved 
his family to Wasyl Swystun's homestead 30-19-22, 
where they lived in a sod hut called a "Buda" (built 
by the previous group) until his temporary home was 
built on his homestead. 

The oldest son Steve, went to work in the fall of 
the same year. He was employed as a farm labourer 
by an Anglo-Saxon farmer, William Gardner. Here 
he saw how Canadian farmers operated at that time 



and also managed to learn some words and phrases in 
English. 

From then on Grandfather and his boys, cleared 
more land, bought a cow, two horses, and some 
chickens. Soon they built shelters for their animals 
and then started to build a larger log house. It was a 
memorable day when they moved into their new 
house. There were two spacious rooms and an extra 
room at the entrance, which was partitioned into a 
porch, a good sized pantry and a large flat topped 
oven. This oven was used for many years for bread 
baking, meat roasting, etc. 

Years slipped by. My uncles acquired farms of 
their own, married and in due time became success
ful farmers and good Canadian citizens. Mike and 
Wasyl owned farms near Vista, Man., Andrew set
tled on a farm in the Seech district and Nick owned a 
farm near Oakburn, but later bought more land near 
Kelloe and moved to live there. The youngest son, 
George, married and took over the family farm after 
grandfather passed away. Unfortunately, George's 
life ended abruptly while very young. He died in a 
serious "threshing accident." 

Grandmother Anna rented out her farm and lived 
alone for some years. In later years, she retired and 
moved to live with her oldest son Steve and daughter
in-law Irene. She had a small house of her own in the 
same yard where she spent her remaining years. She 
passed away in the fall of 1950 at the age of 88. 

Steve Nychek 
As mentioned previously, my father was em

ployed by a farmer near Oakburn during the first fall 
season of his arrival to Canada. The following year 
he ventured as far as Gladstone and was hired by a 
well established farmer by the name of ''Adams.'' 
Here he worked for several summers and earned 
enough money to buy a few farm implements for a 
start, and to make payments on his own farm, but 
above all, this is where he got his first lessons in 
writing and reading in English. Every minute of his 
spare time was spent on improving his vocabulary. 
Mr. Adams and his oldest daughter (who was attend
ing high school in Gladstone at that time) were very 
helpful and encouraging. In a few years time he had 
sufficient knowledge of the English language to be 
able to act as interpreter for many Ukrainian settlers 
who arrived later and needed assistance, also with his 
work in the community and the Rural Municipality of 
Rossburn. 

He applied for his homested N.E. Y4 18-19-22 
November 5, 1899 and on December 5, 1901 bought 
N.E. Y4 13-19-23 from the Manitoba Western Rail
way Co. April 4, 1904 he received his Naturalization 
Papers. 
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In 1906, 15th of February he married Eryna 
(Irene) Derkach in a Greek Catholic Church in Silver
ton, Man. Rev. Finke officiated. Irene was a daughter 
of Dmytro Derkach who arrived in Canada with his 
family on the 18th of May in 1900 from the village of 
Elawche, Western Ukraine. Eryna's family settled on 
a farm near Angusville, Man. Eryna being one of the 
older children found employment with a local farmer 
for the rest of the summer. She did housework for 
farmers around Binscarth, Russell and Angusville 
until her marriage and then went to live with her 
husband on N.E. Y413-19-23. 

Here the new chapter of their life began. Here's 
where they had their joys and sorrows, failures and 
accomplishments. 

During the first years of their married life, father 
still went to work as a farm labourer whenever possi
ble. Money was needed to supplement their farm 
income. Mother stayed at home and managed the 
necessary farm duties best to her ability. 

As conditions improved many pioneers became 
permanently established and started to look for lead
ership and guidance in social and cultural fields. My 
father responded wholeheartedly and from then on 
played an active part in various community projects. 

In his many activities he participated with the 
building of the first church in the area, namely St. 
John Cantius. A few years later he contributed to the 
construction of St. Michaels Catholic Church at 
Olha, then also to the Parish Hall. He became a life 
member of this church and over the years served on 
different committees. 

As early as 1907 he helped organize the first 
school district in his area, St. John Kant 1242 and was 
one of the first trustees on the school board. In 1918 
this school was replaced by a new school, King 
George 1242. It was one mile south of the old school. 
Records show that he served this school district in 
different capacities from year to year for many years. 
All his children received adequate education. Two of 
his daughters Mary, and Stephanie became school 
teachers. 

He was one of the first members of the Ukrainian 
National Home in Oakburn, took interest in politics 
and in January 1913 he was elected as councillor of 
Rossburn Municipality Ward Four and held this posi
tion consecutively for eighteen years until 1930. He 
was deeply dedicated to his municipal duties and to 
improving living conditions for many people in this 
ward. Rain or shine-snow or storm did not hinder him 
from attending the monthly municipal meetings in 
Rossburn. He travelled, either with a team of horses 
(with cutters, sleigh or a buggy) or later on, with his 
Model T Ford but he always made it. 



The family consisted of seven children. Baby 
John died in infancy during the diptheria epidemic. 

Anne, the oldest married Peter Antonation and 
had two boys, Steve and Ernest. Ann passed away in 
1959 and Peter in 1980. 

Mary married Steve Matiation. At present they 
reside in Winnipeg. Their children are Lecia and 
Leonard. 

Rose married Harry Malanchuk. Their home is in 
Erickson, Man. They have three children, Vivian, 
Arnold and Rodney. 

Mildred married Frank Zubrack. At present they 
live in Winnipeg. Their children are Patrusia, My
ron, William and Michael. 

Stephie married Bill Molitowsky. Their home is 
in East Selkirk. They have two sons Allen and 
Melvin. 

Peter married Lena (nee Zepa). They reside on 
the family farm. Their children are Muriel, Patricia 
and John. 

Father and mother retired to Oakburn in 1946 
where in the presence of all their children and grand
children celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniver
sary. Mother passed away September 1958 and Father 
in August 1961. 

Back Row: Steve and Irene Nychek. Front Row: Mary, Rose, 
Anne. 
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Peter Nychek 
When Steve and Irene Nychek retired from farm

ing in 1946 and moved to reside in Oakburn, 
Manitoba, their only son, Peter remained on the farm 
to carryon. In 1942 he married Lena Zepa, Horod 
Man. who was then teaching school in the Flower 
School District. She also taught at Zaporoza School 
for two years. Lena gave up teaching in 1944 to help 
her husband on the farm and to raise a family of three 
- two daughters and one son. 

Muriel, born in 1945 obtained her B.A. and 
B.Ed. from the University of Winnipeg. She married 
Graham Murray, Brookdale, Man., a University 
graduate and both are presently on the teaching staff 
in Winnipeg. They have a two year old son, Charles. 

Patricia Anne born in 1949, completed her ma
triculation and is presently employed with The Per
manent - an Investment Company in Montreal. 

John, born in 1953, received his B.A. from the 
University of Winnipeg. He is employed as coun
sellor with the Immigration Department in Win
nipeg. He married Kathy Furman, Elphinstone, 
Man., who is a Dental Hygienist. 

Left to Right: Lena and Peter Nychek, Muriel and Graham 
Murray and baby Charles, Pat Nychek. Sitting on Floor: John 
and Kathy Nychek. (1978) 

Peter and Lena are very active in the community. 
They belong to St. Michael's Catholic Church, Olha, 
Man., where both serve on the church and hall com
mittee. Both were active members of the Farmer's 
Union. 

For a number of years Peter served as trustee of 
the King George school until it consolidated with 
Oakburn, Man. 

Lena was a substitute teacher in the surrounding 
country schools until consolidation and later sub
stituted in the Oakburn school. She, too, was on the 
school board in Oakburn shortly after consolidation 
in 1958. For a number of years she conducted Ukrai-



nian classes on Saturday afternoons in Oak bum . 
When the Parkland Ukrainian Pioneer Association 
was organized in 1977, Lena became their treasurer, 
a position she still holds. Peter sold some land in 
1976 so he and his wife are semi retired and are 
devoting their leisure time to just plain "enjoying 
life. " 

Life at Home 
It would be remiss not to mention our life as 

children, on the farm. Our life was simple. We did 
not have the modem luxuries and conveniences of 
today but all in all we have many happy memories to 
recall. 

Winter was no holiday for my parents. Father had 
to get enough firewood to last the whole year round, 
cut fence posts, repair horse harness, clean the grain 
with a small fanning mill to be ready for spring 
seeding and many winters he went to Bob Peden's 
sawmill camp to cut logs for lumber. Mother, with the 
help of older children looked after the stock while he 
was away. 

On cold winter nights and Sunday both parents 
told us stories about their lives as young children in 
the Old Country, about their homes, orchards, voy
age across the Atlantic Ocean and about their pioneer 
years in Canada. The stories were repeated many 
times and we always asked for more. 

Very often father read the Bible to us. Sometimes 
he read stories from a newspaper or from some books 
that he had. (We didn't have many books in those 
days). Some stories were read over again but no one 
complained. Both parents loved singing and taught 
us many songs. They taught us church hymns, wed
ding songs, Christmas and Easter songs and many, 
many other songs too numerous to mention. 

One incident which still amuses me today is how 
we used to pester my father with our school home
work when he came home from a hard day's work. 
Many times he would figure out our "arithmetic 
problems" from Alex McIntyre's arithmetic Text 
Book. That is something to remember. 

We had no bought toys. All our toys were home 
made. My mother was an expert at supplying us with 
hand made toys. How I wish I had saved at least one 
rag doll that my mother made! Today, it would give 
me great pleasure to display it - or show it to my 
grandchildren. 

It was a happy day for my sister Rose and me if a 
cup or a dish was accidently broken. We picked up 
the precious pieces and used them as our dishes when 
playing "house" in the bushes. 

Mother taught us sewing on an old Singer sewing 
machine, to knit mitts and socks, to make tissue 
paper flowers and grandmother Anne gave us our 
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first lessons in Easter egg decorating with bees wax 
and dyes. 

My sister Anne and I attended St. John Kant 
school. It was two miles away from our home. I was 
only five years old when I started going to school. 

My first and favorite teacher was Mr. Jacob May
danik. Many times he carried me on his back on our 
way home. We always walked to school, except on 
cold and stormy days in the winter times. Neighbors 
took turns in transporting each others children with 
team of horses and sleigh. 

When St. John Kant school was replaced by King 
George School we attended Rogers School which 
was in another district. There were three of us then, 
Anne, Mary and Rose. By this time we were allowed 
to travel to school on our own with a horse and buggy 
in the summer time and cutters in the winter. When 
Anne left school to help on the farm, Rose and I went 
to King George School and then on to Oak bum High 
School. The younger children, Mildred, Peter and 
Stephie attended King George School which was 
three miles away. Many times they had to walk to 
school and back home after four, without complain
ing. There was no other way. When Peter was a little 
older they were allowed to travel with a horse and 
buggy. In the winter time they went in a toboggan or 
sometimes in a small van. 

Many years have come and gone but pleasant 
memories of our childhood days linger on. There is 
always that deep-rooted urge and strong desire to go 
back "home" to the old farm. 

Contributed by Mrs. Mary (Nychek) Matiation 

Obedniak 
Nykola and Paraska Obedniak arrived, as did 

many Ukrainian immigrants from the West Ukraine, 
in the year of 1902. Soon after their arrival in 
Rossburn, they went to look for a homestead, not 
knowing at that time just where the homesteads were. 
They first settled in caves with other families. This 
area is now the Riding Mountain National Park. 

They stayed in these caves for several months 
with their three children, Andrew, Tom and Maria. 
Nykola bought a homestead and moved in with his 
family. They built their first home of logs and clay, 
with a thatched roof. With an axe, pick and spade, 
they started to work the land. They began to clear 
enough area to at least plant some potatoes and other 
vegetables. Nykola, with his sons, had to do the 
clearing of the land and other chores, as his wife was 
physically handicapped. Both Nykola and Paraska 
lived through many hardships and sorrows. During 
the flu epidemic, they lost their son Tom and daugh
ter Maria, just within one month's time. With much 
grief, Paraska died in 1922 and Nykola died in 1930. 



Andrew, their oldest son married Anastasia 
Kostuik. They lived with Nykola on the family 
homestead. Andrew and his wife worked very hard, 
surviving many sorrows and difficult times. They 
were blessed with two sons, Nick and Tom, and 5 
daughters - Annie, Mary, Pauline, Irene and Eve
lyn. Andrew was a great singer and a music lover. He 
enjoyed reading and was very interested in world 
affairs. Andrew was active in the community. He was 
cantor for the Ruthenia Catholic Church, directed the 
choir and was a trustee for the Glen Elmo school 
district. Andrew died at the age of 57 in 1943. Ana
stasia was a very hard-working wife. She enjoyed 
dancing, singing, cooking and sewing. Her hobby 
was gardening and she loved flowers. 

Tom, Nykola's second son, married Dora Kozun. 
Tom was a musical fellow and was very comical. 
Everyone enjoyed his company and his sense of 
humor. They had two sons, Bill and John. Tom died 
at a very early age of29, in 1918. Bill married Mary 
Ellchuk and is living in Sandy Lake. John is still 
living on his father's farm in the Rossburn area. 

Maria, the youngest and only daughter of Nykola 
and Paraska, married Steve Baydak. They farmed in 
the Mears district. They had five daughters - Dora, 
Gladys, Pearl, Ann and Mary. Maria, a young house
wife and mother, also died at a young age of 26 in 
1918. 

The Family of Anastasia and Andrew Obedniak. Left to Right: 
Tom, Pauline, Irene, Anastasia (Mother), Evelyn, Anne. (1957) 

Andrew and Anastasia had a family of seven. 
Nick was their oldest son. He died at a young age of 
18 in 1929. This was a great sorrow for the parents to 
lose a son at such an age, when he was such a 
tremendous help on the farm. 

Annie, the oldest daughter, married Mike 
Kuzenko. They lived on a farm north-east of 
Rossburn to the time that Mike suffered a stroke. 
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They moved to the village of Rossburn, then to 
Winnipeg. Annie enjoyed knitting, crocheting and 
quilting. Mike died in 1964 and Annie died in May 
1978 at the age of65. They had one daughter, Linda. 
She and her husband, Bill Kondrat have two sons and 
one daughter and live in Winnipeg. 

Mary, the third child, married Tom Sitko. They 
farmed in the Oakburn and Strathc1air districts. Mary 
was a dark-haired lady and a very hard-worker, along 
with being a wonderful cook. They had two children 
- Sonia and Kenny. Sonia and her husband Bill 
Maskaliuk have one daughter and one son, and pres
ently live in Erickson. Kenny and his wife Marlene 
live at Fort McMurray, Alberta. Mary died in 1957, 
at age of 42. 

Tom, Andrew's only surviving son, took over the 
Obedniak homestead S.W. 25-21-25, at a young age 
after his father's passing. Tom loved farming and 
kept up the farm, looking after his mother and 
younger sisters. He married Sylvia Maydaniuk and 
they continued operating the farm, buying more land 
to the old homestead, raising cattle and grain. Tom 
and his wife, Sylvia, emphasized the importance of 
education to their children. They also took care of 
Tom's mother who lived with them until her passing 
in Jan. 1969, at the age of 75. At the present time, 
Tom and Sylvia are still living on the same farm. 
They had four daughters. Malveen, the oldest, is a 
school teacher married to Bruce Austen, also a teach
er and now lives in The Pas, Manitoba. They have 
two small children, Jennifer and Kevin. Darlene, the 
second daughter, is an assistant manager at the Bank 
of Commerce. She is married to Robert Tanasychuk, 
a mechanic and they live in Prince George, B.C. 
They have one daughter Kelly. The third daughter, 
Cornelia is a school teacher who is presently teaching 
in Boissevain, Manitoba. Their youngest daughter, 
Evelyn is now attending Brandon University. 

Pauline, the fifth child of Andrew and Anastasia, 
married Joe Antoniw. They lived for a short time on a 
farm in the Rossburn area, then moved to Rossburn. 
They moved to St. Catherine's Ontario. They have 
one daughter, Gloria. 

The sixth child, Irene, married Adam Kozack. 
They farmed for some time in the Rossburn district, 
then moved to Brandon where they now reside. Irene 
works with the Manitoba Telephone System and. 
Adam is employed with Simplot. They have three 
children. Patricia is the oldest and only daughter. She 
is employed in Winnipeg. Dennis and his wife 
Jeanette live in Kamloops, B.C. They have a little 
daughter, Shannon. Terry, the youngest son is em
ployed at Thunder Bay, Ontario. 

Evelyn, the youngest daughter of Andrew and 
Anastasia is married to Eugene Kozun. They lived 



for a short time at Kelowna, B. c., and now live in 
Brandon, Man. Evelyn is an L.P.N. and works at 
Hillcrest Nursing Home. Eugene is employed with 
Metals Industries. 

Both Nykola and Paraska, along with their sons, 
helped build the Ruthenia Catholic Church where 
they attended services. Now, these pioneers are bur
ied in the Parish Cemetery. 

An aerial photograph taken in 1975 of the Obedniak farm. This 
is a third generation farm. 

Oryniak 
Alexander Oryniak and Helen (Olana) 

Modlinska were married in 1890, in Stanislaw, 
Galicia, Ukraine (under Austrian rule). 

They arrived in Canada in 1904 with four chil
dren. Sam (Simon), the oldest was thirteen years of 
age at the time, John, and Nickolas (Nick) who later 
became Dr. Sam Peikoff's companion and right hand 
man. Margaret Abramchuk was also born in the old 
country. The other four children, Anne Topolneski, 
Joseph, Barbara (Varvara) Busko, Anton (Tony) and 
Kay Faughn, were all born in Canada. 

According to Sam's recollection, which was told 
to me (his daughter), the Oryniak family came by 
wagon from the closest railway, to his homestead 
which was across the Valley and right next to the 
Riding Mountain Park. These homesteads were is
sued by Mr. Wakefield, who, I understand was the 
first white man to take up residence in the Valley. At 
this time some Indians still had tent encampments 
around here. 

All the Ukrainian people in this area were met by 
William Butler who was farming in the Valley area. 

Sam Oryniak often mentioned the name Harry 
Sleigh, whose homestead was on the south side of the 
Valley. Harry Sleigh let the immigrants rest their 
oxen and horses before going on to their homesteads 
or the stores and railway. 

In a few years, Alexander took up another hilly 
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farm on which he lived until he retired in 1937 to the 
town of Rossburn. 

Alexander's son, Sam, took over the original 
homestead. He married Elizabeth Slobodeski in 
1914. They were blessed with four children. Mary, 
Anne, Alex and Nellie were born on this farm. 

It was in this area that Elizabeth got a taste of 
pioneer life. She grew up in Vista which was more 
populated, closer to the railway and not so many wild 
animals around. Living right next to the Park, she 
had to learn to use the shot gun when Sam was away 
working for farmers in the south. There were timber 
wolves and bears coming to steal the calves and 
chickens. 

Sam and Nick Oryniak. 

Sam later moved to Mohyla district, a few miles 
southeast, then in 1922 to the present farm 25-20-25, 
five miles north of Rossburn. Two more children 
were born, - Katie and John. 

During the great depression, Sam worked in the 
Chicago Stockyards for a few years and Elizabeth ran 
the farm by herself. 

Sam and Elizabeth spent most of their lives on the 
farm, then retiring in 1956 to Rossburn. Elizabeth 
died in 1968 and Sam in 1970. 

John, Alexander's son took up the homestead in 
Mears. It was a very picturesque place, situated on 
the north side of the Birdtail River. John died in 1929. 

Alexander Oryniak, one of the first Ukrainian 
pioneers, did some farming but was a carpenter by 
trade. He helped build the first Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Mears, which is still standing. 

Alexander's wife (Olana) was a midwife from the 
Old Country and delivered many children in the 
district. She was even called for in her later years, 
when doctors and hospitals were available. 

Alexander and Olana retired in their seventies. 
Olana passed away in 1948 and Alexander in 1950, 
leaving many descendants in Canada and U.S.A., 



Alexander and Olana Oryniak. 

from the Athabaska Tar Sands in the north and as far 
south as Florida. 

Note. The dates of birth and marriage of Alex
ander Oryniak are an extract from the Register of 
Births for the Family Alexuis Oryniak. 

Other dates, names of places and names men
tioned were articles gathered from personal papers 
and some from the Rossburn Review. 

Henry Palmer 

Nellie (Oryniak) Pidlubny 
169 Fernwood Ave. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Henry Palmer was born at Maitland, Ontario. He 
married Mary Jean Veitch in 188l. They lived in 
Winchester, Ontario for a number of years where Mr. 
Palmer was foreman in a Saw Mill. Mrs. Palmer was 
born at Mountain, Ontario the eldest daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Samuel Veitch. The Veitch's moved to the 
Ranchvale district and were followed by the Palmer's 
in 1897. They had three children at the time, Annie 
Belle, Clair and Bert, who was then three years of 
age. Another daughter, Hazel, was born several years 
later. 

The Palmer family was known for its hospitality. 
At this time homesteads in the north and east of Glen 
Elmo were opening up to homesteaders and families 
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were coming in droves from Europe. The Palmer 
home was a popular stop-over and these people were 
welcomed, and after a hearty breakfast and a com
fortable night's rest would continue on their way. 
Language never seemed to be a barrier in communi
cation. No traveller ever left the Palmer house with
out a loaf of bread, butter and milk for the children. 

In 1918 the farm was sold and Mr. and Mrs. 
Palmer, with their family moved to Rossburn. For 
some years Mr. Palmer delivered the mail, to and 
from the station and twic;;e a week to Glen Elmo. His 
democrat and team of horses were a popular sight. 
Mr. Palmer also delivered groceries to the farmers 
enroute, heralding his arrival with a car horn fastened 
to his democrat. This saved the farmers a long trip 
into town. 

Of the four children born only Hazel, (Mrs. Carl 
Wood) survives, Annie Belle, who was married to 
Hugh Johnson, died in child birth in 1917. Her hus
band, Hugh, was a victim of the flu epidemic which 
swept the country in 1918. They had no family. 

Claire Palmer with Sterling and Rowat Veitch. 

Clair married Eleda Crookshanks, who survives 
him, also three children Wray and Wilford in B.C. 
and Elizabeth (Mrs. Robert Doubleday) at Russell. 

Bert married Margaret York. He passed away in 
1977, leaving his wife and two children, Sterling of 
Rossburn and Audrey (Mrs. Keith McIntosh) of 
Brandon. 

Hazel lives in Elm Creek, Manitoba. She was 
married to Carlton Wood, who for some years was a 
grain elevator agent at Rossburn. Carl died in 
November 1977. There are five children in this fam
ily - Lyall, who resides in Surrey, B.C., Merle 
Macpherson R.N. a nurse in St. Boniface Hospital, 
Joe with the Air division C.F.B. at Medley, Alberta, 
Sheldon of Peace River and Margaret Corfield who 
resides in Prince George, B.C. 



Oscar Palmer 
Oscar Palmer was a brother of Henry Palmer. He 

came to the Ranchvale district in 1897 and home
steaded the farm adjacent to the Palmers. He was a 
widower with one daughter, Addie. She married 
Frank Bigford. Oscar died in May 1917. After his 
death Mrs. Bigford, moved back to Rossburn, where 
she bought and ran the Queens Hotel for a few years. 
She returned to the United States where she resided at 
Jackson, Michigan until her death. 

Bert Palmer 
Henry Palmer married Mary Jean Veitch, and 

they came from Winchester Dundas County, Ontario 
in 1896 to Rossburn bringing a family of Annie, Clair 
and Bert. A daughter, Hazel was born to them in later 
years. 

They took up farming north of Alex Oryniak's 
farm, near Bruan school. Their first house was a log 
structure with a sod roof which leaked with every 
rain. The furniture would have to be shifted to save 
from getting wet. They built a house where Joyce and 
Dave Maxwell lived. 

Henry took a contract to deliver the mail from 
Rossburn to Ranchvale and to Glen Elmo. They 
retired from farming at this time to live in Rossburn. 

Mrs. Palmer died on January 11, 1933, Annie 
(Mrs. Hugh Johnson) died in 1917, Clair in 1975, and 
Henry died at the home of his son, Bert on August 15, 
1944. 

Albert Ray, better known as Bert, was born 
March 20, 1893. He attended the old Bruan school. 
Miss Nona Easson, later to be Mrs. Robert Peden, of 
Rossburn, was one of his teachers. 

In 1929, he married the former Margaret York, 
daughter of Cessan and Ella (Plante) who lived near 
Ranchvale. They were married by Rev. George 
Lockhart at the Rossburn manse. They farmed in the 
Mears district for ten years. 

They had two children, Audrey and Sterling who 
were educated in Valley and Rossburn schools. 

Audrey married Keith McIntosh, a son of 
Howard and Anne (nee Kelso). They have a daughter, 
Linda. They have lived in Rossburn, Flin Plon, and 
now in Brandon. 

Sterling married Anne Bobinski of Rossburn. 
They have two children, Colleen and Lawrence. Col
leen works for Rossburn Credit Union. Lawrence 
married Nadine Morris, of Vista, Manitoba, and he 
is employed in Winnipeg. Sterling and Anne live in 
Rossburn, and he has been employed for Slon and 
Sons garage for many years. 

With a building bee, a house was erected in 
Rossburn in 1939 into which Bert and Margaret 
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moved. Bert was employed at carpenter work then 
unti11951, when they moved to Flin Flon where he 
was a janitor of a school until 1963. 

Bert was fond of hunting and fishing. He was 
well liked for his humorous tales and respected by all 
who knew him. 

Due to ill health, Bert retired to live in Rossburn 
until his death on June 14, 1977 at eighty four years. 
He is interred in Rossburn cemetery. 

Margaret continues to live in her home in 
Rossburn. 

Margaret (York) Palmer 

Steve Panas 
In May 1899, Steve Panas, his wife Mary and 

their son Nykyfor came to Canada from the Village 
of Zelena, in the County of Skalat, in the western 
Ukraine. 

They settled on their homestead, northeast of 
Rossbum, Manitoba, NEY4 14 T20 R24, where they 
cleared the land and started to farm. 

Their first one-room hut was burned to the 
ground and they had to rebuild their home with the 
help of kind neighbors before winter set in. 

In the meantime, Nykyfor went to work for the 
earlier British settlers, who taught him the basics of 
the English language. He learned enough to enable 
him to subscribe to the Winnipeg Free Press. The 
neighbors came to him to assist them in filling out 
their orders to Eaton's and Christie-Grant of Regina. 
He later became one of the trustees of Hranko school. 

In 1902 he married Mary Sidlar, daughter of 
Nykola and Frances Sidlar. Mary was the sister of 
Nellie (Ryshytylo), William, John and Joseph Sidlar. 

Nykyfor and his wife lived with his parents. 
Their two room house had an earth floor - it was 
clay plastered, and the walls were white-washed in
side and out. 

Their four children, Katherine, John, Ann and 
Anastasia (Nell or Penny) were born in this small 
house. 

Steve Panas donated some land on Section 14 for 
a Community Church and cemetery. Local residents 
of different religions worshipped there until each 
denomination was able to build its own Church. The 
original building then became a Ukrainian Library 
and Concert Hall where local plays were performed. 
The first comedy play to be performed was written by 
the late Dr. Wm. Yarmey and directed by Nykyfor. It 
was called "Satan in the Barrel." The players were 
Bill Yarmey, Katherine Panas, Steve Hrankowski and 
John Panas. Such plays and concerts were prime 
entertainment for the local residents in those days. 

In 1920, Steve and Nykyfor built a larger house 
and moved into it in the fall. On November 9th, 



Nykyfor went duck hunting on Rossman Lake and 
was drowned. The body was not recovered until the 
following spring. In the meantime, Steve Panas died 
on March 16th. This left the women and four children 
on their own until October, when Steve's widow 
Mary died. 

Nykyfor's widow was unable to farm the land 
herself, and married William Prosyk. This marriage 
broke up after approximately two years and Mary 
herself died in June 1924, leaving the four children, 
Katherine 18, John 16, Ann 12 and Nell 11. 

They worked the farm for a couple of years but 
poor land and lack of farming knowledge made it 
difficult to make ends meet. 

In February 1926, Katherine married Paul Ser
nesky of Thunder Bay and took Ann and Nell with 
her. 

The farm was rented for several years but, as it 
was a losing proposition, it was finally sold to Kornel 
Hrankowski. 

Katherine and Paul live in Thunder Bay and they 
have three sons and eleven grandchildren. 

John married Vera Samoila, and they live in 
Windsor. 

Ann married Edmund Erlandsen and lived in 
Vancouver. They had three children. Ann died in 
1974. 

Nell (Penny) married Edward Singer and they 
live in Weston. They have no children. 

Partridge 
The Frank Partridge family came to Rossburn 

from Norquay, Saskatchewan and took over the 
C.N.R. Station in 1930. The family consisted of 
Frank and his wife, Nell, also two children Jean and 
Harry. 

They were very interested in the welfare of the 
town and took part in all the activities. Frank was 
interested in Young People and acted as Superinten
dent of the United Church Sunday School for some 
years. 

Nell attended all the women's meetings. Her 
sense of humor kept us all amused. While she was 
president of the U. C. W. we had some very happy 
gatherings and she really loved to play Badminton 
and very often won the trophy. 

Jean took her High School here. Then she entered 
McGill University and procured her nursing training 
in Montreal. In 1942 she married William Paterson in 
New York and he left almost immediately for over
seas. He was killed over Bonn in December, 1944. 

Jean later married Harry Crowe, a former 
Rossburn boy who is now Dean of History, York 
University, Toronto. They have three children. Jean 
is a writer and has published several splendid articles 
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in various magazines. She is presently working on a 
book. 

Harry finished his education in Rossburn School 
ansi joined the Bank in Watson, Saskatchewan. Here 
he joined the R.C.A.F. and flew a Lancaster with the 
Pathfinders. He was shot down over the North Sea in 
1943. 

Anthony Pawluk 
Anthony Pawluk was born in September 1878, in 

the village of Lyshki in Western Ukraine. 
His mother passed away at an early age, so he had 

many hardships, and had no chance to go to school. 
He immigrated to Canada in 1898 and lived 

around the Oakburn and Shoal Lake area, working 
for different Anglo-Saxon farmers and on the railway 
with the extra gang. 

In 1905, he married Katynka (Katie) Dutchak. 
Katynka Dutchak, at the age of 15, came to Cana

da in 1899 with her parents, Trofin and Magda Dut
chak from the village of Tumer in Western Ukraine. 
They brought six children with them to Canada -
Katynka, Harry, Tekla, Hanyska, Dmytro and 
James. Daughter Katherine was born in Canada. 

The Trofin Dutchak family settled in the Ruthenia 
district. Later the Ukrainian Catholic Church was 
built on their farm. 

Anthony and Katynka settled on a homestead 
Section 32-21-24, about sixteen miles north of 
Rossburn, near Chmelnycki School. 

Their first home which they built was a white
washed plastered log house with a thatched roof. As 
this house was too far from the road, after surveying 
was done, they built another log house, on the south 
side of the quarter section. This house had a shingled 
roof. Anthony and Katynka were blessed with four 
daughters, one son, and a baby daughter died in 
infancy. The family children were: Maggie, Mary, 
Matt, Annie and Cassie. 

It was some sixteen miles to Rossburn and many 
a time the father walked to town and back to get 
supplies that were needed. They cleared some land 
and sowed some grain. Mother looked after the 
things in the summer, while Dad would go out to 
work, to earn some money. 

In 1918, they sold the homestead and bought the 
S.W. Y4 section 30-20-25, four miles east of An
gusville, on the boundary of Rossburn Municipality 
and in the Birdtail, S.D. 

Here two more children were born to them, Mor
ris and Margaret. The oldest daughter Maggie passed 
away in June 1920, before Margaret was born. 

Katynka Pawluk passed away in March 1925, and 
Anthony passed away in March 1949. 



Daughter Annie passed away at Winnipeg in July 
1971. 

Mary retired from the C.N.I.B. Sewing Factory 
in Winnipeg where she was employed over thirty 
years. She now makes her home with the youngest 
sister Margaret, (Mrs. Ted Reed), at Penticton, B.C. 

Matthew is still in business over thirty years at the 
Hairdressing School in Winnipeg. He has a son Larry 
and a daughter Karen. 

Cassie (Mrs. Peter Misanchuk) has made her 
home on the farm near Sandy Lake for the past thirty
five years. She retired from teaching in June, 1976 
after some thirty-one years of teaching. They have 
three children - Arlene, Wendel and Lome. 

Morris and his wife Lena (nee Magnowski) farm 
at Angusville. They have one son Ernie. 

Margaret, the youngest ofthe Pawluk family, was 
employed for quite a number of years in the C. N. I. B. 
office at Winnipeg. In 1953, she married Ted Reed. 
They have made their home at Penticton, B. C. 

Steve Pawluk 

By Cassie Misanchuk 
(nee Pawluk) 

Steve Pawluk was born in 1883 in the Western 
Ukraine. He came to Canada in 1906 and worked on 
the railroad for a number of years. In 19lO he married 
Jennie Kaminski, who was born in 1894 in the Wes
tern Ukraine. Jennie came to Canada with her parents 
in 1903. Steve and Jennie settled on a farm in 19lO on 
SE Y4 of Sec. 32-21-24 W in the (then known) Mears 
district. Steve and Jennie built a thatched roof house 
on the farm in which they lived f~r a long time. There 
were five sons: 

Alex (died in 1972), married Pearl Spilchuk. 
They had two children: Mildred, who married Alex 
Shmyr and son, Adam, residing in Rossbum. 

Their second son Mike, married Eugenia 
Wonitoway, and presently resides in Rossbum. Their 
children, Penny, married Bruce Douglas, Harold re
sides in Rossbum and Kimberley is currently in Ed
monton. Walter, married Marie Michalchuk and are 
presently farming in the Rossbum district. Their son, 
Kenneth, married Hedy Stasiewicz and they now live 
in Winnipeg. Son, Lome, resides in Vancouver and 
daughter, Paulette married Dr. Greg Horsman and 
they make their home in Winnipeg. Daughter Lorane 
lives in Winnipeg as well. 

Dan, married Helen Gandza and they farm in 
Foxwarren, Manitoba. Their children, Ronnie mar
ried Susan McClay and they now live in Powell River, 
B. C. Bryan married Brenda Berry and they farm in 
Birtle, Manitoba. Randy resides in Powell River, 
B.C. and Michele is currently in Foxwarren. 

Charlie, married Theresa Michalchuk and they 
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farm in the Rossbum area. Their daughter, Doreen, 
married Harry Boychuk and they now live in Win
nipeg. Daughter, Elaine, married Lome Luhowy and 
they now reside in the Village of Rossburn. Daughter, 
Diane, married Mickey Heneghan and they now farm 
in the Rossbum district. Son, Calvin and daughter, 
Carol reside in Winnipeg. 

Steve and Jennie have two daughters. Daughter, 
Anne married Mike Halowski and they reside in 
Winnipeg. Their children are Raymond who resides 
in Winnipeg, Wendy who married Mark Hodge and 
lives in Vancouver, B. C. Sharon married Don Maes 
and they now live in Winnipeg and Douglas lives in 
Winnipeg also. Steve and Jennie's second daughter, 
Margaret, married Mike Sotas and they presently 
reside in Winnipeg. Their son, Wayne, married Di
ane Prosak and they farm in the Birtle district. Their 
daughter, Wilma, lives in Winnipeg and younger 
daughter, Betty, married Ron Sidoryk and presently 
lives in Winnipeg. Their younger son, Lloyd, lives in 
Vancouver and youngest son, Harry, lives in Win
nipeg. 

Steve Pawluk passed away in 1956 and Jennie 
passed away in 1978. 

William Peden, Sr. 
William Peden Sr. came to the Rossburn area in 

1879 and built a log home on the edge of the Birdtail 
River valley on the south half of section 35, township 
19, range 25. 

In 1883, Mr. Peden and his family moved to 
Shellmouth, Manitoba where he had a farm near the 
junction of the Shell and Assiniboine Rivers. While 
there, a swing bridge was built across the Assini
boine River to accommodate boats travelling to Fort 
Ellice. During the Northwest rebellion, the bridge 
was guarded as a precaution against the Indians using 
it as a crossing to attack the Settlement. During this 
time, the oxen were kept in readiness to swing the 
bridge. 

While living at Shellmouth, Mr. Peden's young
est daughter Margaret was born. The family moved 
back to the original homestead at Rossburn in 1887. 

William Peden's brothers, Thomas C. and Robert 
R. came to the Rossbum area later. Robert and his 
family lived for a few years on the land which now is 
the northwest part of Rossburn town. In 1888, they 
moved to Bellingham, Washington. Thomas C. lo
cated on the land now the northeast part of Rossbum 
where he and his wife Annie lived until their death. 
They had no family. 

The eldest son of William Peden, William A. 
(Billie) married Clara R. Hamilton, daughter of 
Daniel Hamilton. They lived on his homestead 2Y2 
mi. east of Rossbum, Sec. 33, Township 19, Range 



24, where their family were born. Besides farming, 
he was the International Harvester dealer at 
Rossburn. In 1925, he moved to Oakburn where he 
had the I.H.C. dealership. He died in 1931. The 
family received their elementary and high school 
education at Rossburn School. Six members of their 
family became teachers. 

Cordelia A., eldest daughter, continued her edu
cation by attending Portage la Prairie Normal teacher 
training institution and later a Normal School in 
Winnipeg to complete her education. She taught in 
Manitoba for a number of years, then later went to 
Alberta. In 1927, she married William T. Tailby who 
was employed by the Imperial Life Assurance Com
pany. In 1928, they moved to Los Angeles, Califor
nia. Mr. Tailby died in 1964. Cordelia returned to 
Canada and lived in Red Deer, Alberta. She died in 
1974. They had no family. 

Martha A. continued her education by attending 
Brandon Normal School teacher training institution, 
and later Calgary Normal School. She taught a year 
in Manitoba before moving to Alberta where she 
continued teaching. In 1937, she married Robert 
Morris Beatty who with his brother owned the Cres
cent and Capitol Theatres. Mr. Beatty died in 1971. 
They had no family. Martha continues to live in Red 
Deer where she takes an active part in the I.o.D.E. 
and the Provincial Progressive Conservative 
Women's Association. She is a life member of the 
Red Deer Major H. L. Gaetz chapter of the LO.D.E. 

Clarke McKee, the eldest son, worked for his 
father on the farm and in the Rossburn area for 
several years. He also worked at the Peden's Sawmill 
and later in the Kenora, Ontario region. He then 
moved to Chicago to work for the International Har
vester Co. From there he was sent to Russia where he 
demonstrated Farm Combines. He returned to Chi
cago after a year. Clarke married Dorothy Benson in 
Chicago in 1929. They had two sons and two daugh
ters. The eldest daughter Dolores (Mrs. Gene Loster) 
lives in Surrey, B.C. Benson lives in Wisconsin 
Rapids, U.S.A., and Denis lives in Hoffman Estates, 
U.S.A. Sonja lives with her mother in Chicago. 
Clarke is now retired living in Cloverdale, B.C. 

William John completed his high school in 
Rossburn after spending 5 years on the farm during 
and after World War L He then continued his educa
tion by attending Normal School at Dauphin and later 
at Winnipeg and Brandon. He graduated from Man
itoba University with a B.A. degree in 1942. Later 
this was followed by post graduate studies in Educa
tion. He taught a year at Bruan School, Rossburn and 
a year at Angusville before moving to Brandon in 
1929. He spent forty years on the Brandon teaching 
staff, thirty-eight years as principal retiring in 1969. 
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He was involved in many community affairs, some 
of which were the United Church, The Lions Club, 
the Y.M.C.A., Brandon Public Library, Manitoba 
Teachers' Society, Brandon Curling Club, and the 
Centennial Committee. During the 2nd War, he 
served as a Flying Officer in the Air Cadet Corps of 
the Brandon Collegiate Squadron #83 of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. He married Phyllis G. Young, 
daughter of the late Alexander and Sarah Young of 
Rossburn. They have 3 daughters: Karen (Mrs. L. 
Craddock) of Toronto , Verda (Mrs. R. McDonald) of 
Brandon, Linda (Mrs. A. Chantegriel) of Montreal. 
William (Bill) and Phyllis are still living in Brandon 
where Bill enjoys fishing, golfing and curling. 

Ann Jane continued her education by attending 
Regina Normal School teacher training institution. 
She taught several places in Saskatchewan and then 
attended Bible School at Winnipeg. In 1929, she 
married Rev. Robert C. Eastman of Cornwall, On
tario. They have three children: Miriam (Mrs. Ted 
Running) of Toronto, Daniel of Stratford, Connecti
cut, U.S.A., and Gerald of Brockville, Ontario. 

Sarah Margaret continued her education by at
tending Regina Normal School training institution. 
She taught school in several places in Saskatchewan. 
In 1936, she moved to Toronto where she married 
Jack Hambly. She was an occasional teacher in 
Toronto where she wrote a book, A Teacher's Trials 
and Triumphs. They had one daughter, Barbara (Mrs. 
Irv. Black). Sarah now lives with her daughter in 
Oshawa. 

Claire Hamilton worked with his father William 
Peden who was then International Harvester Co. 
dealer at Oakburo, Manitoba. After his father's 
death, he worked in construction at St. Catharines, 
Ontario. He then joined the army serving with the 
Royal Canadian Engineers, after which he moved to 
Alberta and was a partner with Moulson Con
struction of Calgary. In 1955, he moved to Fort 
McMurray, Alberta continuing with his own con
struction company, in the Oil Sands areas. He mar
ried Edith Moulson from Rossburn in 1941. They had 
3 children. Ray lives in Fort St. James, B.C. Diane 
(Mrs. Ray Vildhouse) lives in Edson, B.C. Jack 
(Torchy) lives at Fort McMurray. Clair was active in 
Community affairs as Fort McMurray grew rapidly. 
He served on the Fort McMurray Council and was 
Mayor for a number of years. After he was Chairman 
of the Board responsible for City business, when 
Great Canadian Oil Sands and Syncrude became a 
part ofthe Community. He also served as President of 
the Chamber of Commerce. Edith died in 1978. 
Claire lives in Fort McMurray where he still is active 
in City affairs. Ray Mason continued his education in 
Oakburn and Brandon where he attended Brandon 



school teacher training institution. He was a teacher 
in Swan River and the Indian Residential school at 
Portage la Prairie. At Kelwood, he joined the 
R.C.A.F. He received his wings at Saskatoon, Sask., 
after which he trained in Prince Edward Island. He 
went overseas in 1941. After two tours of duty as a 
Reconnaissance Pilot in the Demon Squadron 
(Coastal Command), he returned home in 1945. In 
1944, he married Corp. Marjorie Strumm of the 
R.C.A.F. They have 3 children: Jean (Mrs. Robert 
Burton) of Winnipeg, Glenn of Vernon, B.C. and 
Gerald of Calgary. After serving overseas, Ray then 
served as a liaison officer with the Dept. of Transport 
in Canada and the United States. He retired in 1975 
and now lives in Vernon, B.C. He is active in golfing 
and curling. 

My father Wm. A. Peden, after crops were safely 
stored or sold, began with his wife and family to plan 
for moving to his father's sawmill, about twenty 
miles from our farm home. As children, we became 
very excited as we looked forward to the trip and our 
new "Shanty" home where we stayed for the winter. 
We were warmly clad and packed into a sleigh drawn 
by horses. About halfway on our journey we stopped 
for a rest at the home of a Ukrainian settler. This was 

quite an adventure. At Christmas time, Santa visited 
us as usual. We wondered how he knew. We played 
on a sawdust pile covered with snow with sleighs 
made by Uncle Jack Peden. Some cold mornings, as 
we lived close to a forest, moose and elk came close 
to our Shanty. Birds were plentiful among the trees 
and we learned their names. After my sister Cordie 
and I had missed a few winters at school, my parents 
decided that we must stay at the farm. My sister Sarah 
was born at the camp Feb. 1, 1907. The lake on which 
the sawmill was located is now named Peden's Lake. 

An Artesian Well 
During the fall of 1914, a flowing well was struck 

on the homestead farm of Wm. A. Peden, Sec. 33, 
Township 19, Range 24, 2Y2 miles east of Rossburn. 
Since then, the well has provided an abundance of 
good water for the livestock and household needs of 
the farm. The water is soft enough for washing. 
During the first winter the water ran down the slope 
of the adjoining field where sleigh riding and skating 
were much enjoyed. The well still serves the present 
owner, Mr. Harry Boychuk. 

Submitted by Martha Peden Beatty 

Family of Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Peden. Left to Right: Cordie, Martha, Clarke, Wm., Anne, Sarah, Claire, Ray. 
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Peden 
William Peden and his brother, Robert, first came 

to Manitoba in 1869. While at Winnipeg, they helped 
hand hew the logs for the Stockade at lower Fort 
Garry. They returned to Huron County, Ontario, and 
came back in 1879. 

William settled on the banks of the Birdtail on 
35-19-25, built a log house, and returned to Win
nipeg to meet his wife, Ann Jane McKee, and five 
children: William, Elizabeth, Jack, Tom and Bob, 
who was one year old. They had three more children: 
Joseph, one of the first white children born at 
Rossburn, Andrew and Margaret. A brother, Thomas 
and his wife Ann, also settled at Rossburn, on the 
farm where part of Rossburn now stands, and where 
Bill Hryciuk now lives. 

There are many tales of the early days and the 
hardships endured. Grandpa walked to Birtle to work 
in the Mill. He would carry a sack of w heat and bring 
back flour. One winter they lived on boiled wheat. 
"Freezing food is not new!" In Grandma's milk
house there were barrels of frozen cranberries, saska
toons, etc. They were frozen in water and would chop 
out a chunk with a hatchet, and cook it when they 
were able to get sugar. They had a "tame" moose, 
which they could hitch or ride. They were friendly 
with the Indians across the river, who named Grand
pa "Wapawayap" - as he had one white eyebrow. 

Grandpa, William and Bob operated a lumber 
mill at Pedens' Lake, 1895-1910. In 1910, Bob moved 
the mill to White Water Lake, which he ran until 
1938. This mill was in what is now Riding Mountain 
National Park. At that time it was a Forest Preserve. 

Bob married Winona Easson from Birtle, who 
had come to teach at Bruan School. They farmed 
5-20-24. They had six children: Marion, Nelson, 
Margaret, Eileen, Douglas and Jack. Marion was a 
nurse. She married Walter Day and they farmed on 
the home place. Walter died in 1965. Nelson married 
Viola Menzies. They had one daughter, Sandra, who 
lives in Medicine Hat, Alberta. Nelson died in World 

Bill, Marion and Bob Peden at Peden's Mill, Whitewater Lake 
about 1933. 
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War 2 and Viola died in 1966. Margaret, a secretary, 
married Ernie Geen. Ernie died in 1964. Eileen mar
ried Lawrence Rae and they had three children and 
four grandchildren. After Lawrence's death she mar
ried Ross Newman who is now also deceased. She 
now resides in Brandon. Douglas died when he was 
ten. Jack is a civil engineer. He married Dora Richan 
and has three children and two grandchildren. He has 
just retired from S.T.I. in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. 

I remember that our big farm house was always 
full. No one came in without having a meal or a bed. 
Mother and Dad were both interested in politics and 
community affairs. Dad was Reeve for years, and 
Mother was on the School Board, and also taught 
music. Dad, also, was an auctioneer, and wrote many 
letters for people who couldn't write English. 

An item of interest from an old account book: 
March 29, 1904 

To - 1000 Ft. 2 x 8 - 16 - $16.00 
To - 842 lbs. Beef 40.00 
To - 1 Pair Overalls 1.00 
To - 1 Plug Tobacco .05 
Marion, Margaret, Eileen (Snookie), her daugh-

ter Donna, and our cousin Alice, run a Bakery & 
Restaurant at Wasagaming, Manitoba. (Clear Lake). 

In 1970 Marion was asked to bake bread for the 
"QUEEN'S PICNIC" at Wasagaming for five hun
dred "4H" members, and was presented to the 
"Queen" and the "Royal Family" . 

Of all the "Pedens" only two remain at Rossburn, 
my sister Margaret Geen and myself, Marion Day. 
Peden 
(William's Children) 

Lizzie married Rev. R. Hamilton. They had three 
children, John, Annabelle, and Bob. Bob and his 
family live in Vancouver and Annabelle's daughter, 
Sharon lives in Silvis, Illinois. 

Jack married Belle Halliday and lived Y2 mile 
west of Rossburn , where Bill Hullick now lives. Both 
are deceased. 

Tom married Kate McKinnon. They lived at 
Rossburn until 1919, when they moved to Swan 
River. Of their family of nine, only three remain
Hector and Norris of Swan River, and Jean of 
Gridley, California. Tom was a school teacher- also 
had a store on the site of the old Co-op. 

Andrew married Jessie Cumming and farmed on 
the home farm, where Joe Kreshewski now lives. 
They had two children, Rita Grant and Darcy Peden 
of Vancouver. Rita married Elmer Grant. They had 
three children - Yvonne, Gary and Gail. Yvonne 
married Nels Hanson. They had three children. 
Yvonne died ten years ago. Gary is with the Armed 
Forces - he is married and has two daughters. Gail 
married John Symons and they have three sons. 



Picture taken at Peden's Camp about 1906. Left to Right: William Peden Jr., Jack Peden, Mrs. Robert (Nona) Peden with Marion, 
Mrs. William (Clara) Peden, Rawsell (the cook), William Peden Sr., Annie, Clarke, and Willie Peden. 

There are also great grandchildren. They all live in 
British Columbia. 

Margaret was an Evangelist in Pasadena, Califor
nia and lived there most of her life. 

William, Robert, and Joseph - (separate sub
missions). 
Joseph Peden 

Wm. Peden Sr. (father of Joseph Peden) along 
with the Ross and Broadfoot families were the first 
settlers in Rossburn, Manitoba, in 1879. 

I feel very proud of the fact that my father Joseph 
Peden was the first white male child born in 
Rossburn, March 3, 1881. 

My father attended school in Rossburn, later 
owned a dairy farm and was a stone mason and brick 
layer by trade. He served as town constable for a 
period and was village councillor on two different 
occasions and enjoyed being assessor for the Village 
and Municipality of Rossburn. 

His favorite Bible scripture was John 3:16 and 
firmly believed we must repent of our sins to enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

He married Martha Jane Hamilton also born in 
Rossburn, April 8, 1884, second youngest child of 
the late Robert Hamilton Sr. (one of a family of eight 
children). Mother was a loving, dedicated home
maker and very proud of her family and home. 

My father was the third youngest child in the late 
Wm. Peden family of six boys and two girls. 

The six Peden brothers and three native boys, one 
of whom was Mr. Pat Bone were part of a very unique 
baseball team and all of the Peden boys were proud of 
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the fact that they learned enough of the Indian lan
guage to communicate quite well- the Peden home 
was quite close to the Waywayseecappo Reserve. 

There were five children in the Joseph Peden 
family. Their names were: Zelma, Carman, Robert, 
Violet and Alice. We are sorry to relate that the two 
little boys both died of scarlet fever at the tender age 
of five and three years. 

Zelma, Violet and Alice all attended school in 
Rossburn. 

Zelma was a school teacher teaching in different 
districts near Rossburn, latterly in Oakburn, Man
itoba. 

Violet studied piano with two former ministers' 
wives, Mrs. Theodore Bay and Mrs. George Lock
hart. Alice studied violin with Miss 1. Proctor. We 
were fortunate enough to have excellent music teach
ers residing in Rossburn at the time. Violet later 
taught piano and enjoyed the many years serving as 
organist for Sunday School and Evening Church 
services in the Rossburn United Church. 

Alice enjoyed the violin very much and also took 
part in some church services. 

Zelma married S. Sgt. R. W. Alcock, R.C.M.P. 

Violet married Gordon Bell who was a banker. 
Alice married Corp. E. L. Hadley, R.C.M.P. 

We were all very proud of being raised in the 
scenic town of Rossburn and enjoy very many happy 
memones. 

submitted by Violet Peden (Bell) 



Peikoff 
In 1906 my father Mendel and his good wife, my 

mother, Sarah Deborah Peikoff, came to Canada to 
escape the pogroms and irritations and the prejudices 
of the latter years of the Government of the Imperial 
House of Romanov in Russia. 

Yesterday's Doctor - The Prairie Publishing Co. Mother 
Sarah-Deborah Peikoff mother of ali the Peikoffs of Rossburn 
except father Peikoff (in her younger days). 

My father was a merchant of sorts in the old 
country. When we landed in Winnipeg we proceeded 
to a farm in the Birds Hill area and we remained there 
for a few years. There were originally 12 children, six 
girls and six boys, but a boy and a girl died before our 
coming here. I was the youngest. I am hesitant in 
stating that I am now 75 years of age and my parents 
and most of the children of our family are not now of 
this earth. 

We, the PeikoffFamily were all born near Poltava 
in Central Ukraine, and I was some six months of age 
on our arrival at the Port of Quebec, in Canada, as a 
babe in arms. My brother, David, was born hearing 
but having been lost in a storm in the old country he 
lost his hearing permanently and irretrievably. None
theless brother David had the spirit of Terry Fox of 
the Marathon of Hope - he was a fighter! He went in 
for much schooling and education believing firmly 
that education is the key which unlocks the door of 
the mind and drives out the darkness of ignorance. In 
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time he alternately became, in the forties, the Presi
dent of the Ontario Association of the Deaf in the 
service of the Deaf of Ontario, and before that in the 
thirties he was the President of the Western Associa
tion of the Deaf representing Western Canada in a 
similar service. David has at one time in his career 
attended Gallaudet College in Washington, U.S.A. 
and he was the only deaf person in the hearing In
stitute to graduate and with a degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy. I am glad to relate that at this time other 
than suffering a mild stroke he is still with and among 
us, married and with a family of two girls who also 
are married and settled and they have their children. 

Yesterday's Doctor - The Prairie Publishing Co. These are 
four of the five Peikoff brothers. They are, Left to Right: Dr. 
David Peikoff, Louis Peikoff, Dr. Samuel S. Peikoff and Malik 
Peikoff. - Jewish Historical Society of Western Canada. 

Then there was (and I say" was" because he is not 
with us now) Samuel Solomon - he never did like 
the name "Samuel" - who in his autobiography 
published by Prairie Publishing Company - "loved 
everything that breathed" and who in his Book tells 
of the frustrations, hard work and rewards of being a 
Doctor as he answers the question, "Where is yester
day's Doctor?" 

Samuel graduated in or around the year 1923 and 
in the spring of 1924 he was interned in Edmonton 
General Hospital in Edmonton, Alberta, and subse
quently he opened his own District Hospital to serve 
Rossburn and the municipality and outlying districts 
nearby, and now he was on his way up! 

Samuel was at one time the Manitoba Regent of 
International College of Surgeons (Canadian Chap
ter). It should also be remembered that Samuel was 



for a time the Chief Medical Doctor in the St. 
Boniface General Hospital. He was also, for a spell, 
installed as the proud Mayor of the Village of 
Rossburn a contemporary then of Dave Hough and 
Richard (Dick) King whose son Delmar was a school 
pal of mine. Samuel was married to a Bessie Spivak 
who survives him and who is now a resident of Las 
Vegas, Nevada. They have two sons, the older a 
Leonard Peikoff who is a Doctor of Philosophy and 
lectures in Colleges in the U.S.A. and New York, 
and a son Michael who is a medical Doctor now 
practicing in Las Vegas. 

But as the paths of glory lead but to the grave poor 
brother Samuel passed away in Las Vegas, (where he 
went in retirement) on April 4th, 1978 at the age of a 
mere 76 years. 

Then we have our sisters: 
Mary married one, Jack Zamick, and both Mary 

and her husband are now deceased but they left a 
legacy of many fine children one of whom a Victor 
"Chick" Zamick went overseas to play hockey and if 
you can believe what you read he was considered a 
Rocket Richard and now he is teaching the young 
lads about hockey. He lives in England with his wife 
and children. 

Then Victor Zamick has a brother Paul Zamick 
who is a medical Doctor practicing in the U.S.A. in 
plastic surgery. 

Another Zamick called "Max" has a daughter 
who has recently graduated as a "female" lawyer. 

As an Uncle I dwell somewhat on the foregoing 
as I am proud of the accomplishments of the Zamick 
family as all through the years they did not have 
much materially going for them as say perhaps I had 
and they got there just the same. So you see per
sistence pays. 

Also we had a sister Rose who married a Mayer 
Hoffer of Tribune, Saskatchewan, and who was a 
farmer having much land. He donated a piece of land 
for the town of Hoffer, Saskatchewan. His brother 
was a Justice of the Peace. Poor Rose and Mayer have 
gone to a better place, they say. The Hoffers had 
many children who are now on their own and estab
lished. 

Now we came to brother Abrah.am who we will 
call "Abe" . Abe went out on his own and opened up 
and operated a general store in the Town of Grand
view, in Manitoba. During his lifetime and while in 
the Grandview Store he suffered a severe car accident 
when his car came into collision with a loaded grain 
wagon drawn by two horses. 

And then there was brother Malick (now de
ceased) he was to me special! His word was his bond 
and everyone liked him. He was an outdoor man 
dealing in horses and cattle mostly. When father 
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passed away in about 1934 from a post-operative 
infection Malick took over the operating of the store 
and my mother retired to the City of Winnipeg. 

Brother Malick raised a fine family of four girls 
and one boy. They are all married now and have their 
own families and Malick's only son, Dr. Marshal 
Peikoff, is to-day a Professor of Dentistry and an 
outstanding orthodontist in a current successful prac
tice in Winnipeg. 

I should also mention a sister Lillian who died a 
spinster early in life. 

My sister Esther married a David Lander, phar
macist, and she and her husband and their children 
lived for a time in Winnipeg and then sojourned to 
reside in Los Angeles, California. Esther is now 
deceased of late. 

There is a sister Clara widowed and residing at 
this time, in the City of Winnipeg. 

Now we have to deal with a subject I would rather 
not have to deal with and that is myself. I am a lawyer, 
graduating from the University of Manitoba Law 
School in 1929 (that makes me an old timer) and I am 
still practising but don't hold that against me! 

In our day, we were not liberated! The subject of 
education was Ma's department and she would point 
to brother Samuel and say "You are going to be a 
Doctor! and then to myself and say, "You will be the 
mouthpiece! and so it came to pass! (Although I can't 
complain!). 

I have a wife who tells me what to do and when to 
do it and in our personal household I had a right to my 
own opinions providing they were the same as hers 
and to outsiders I would say that I am the boss in my 
family and I have my wife's permission to say so. But 
joking aside in case one gets the wrong impression of 
my wife, Kay, let me tell you it couldn't be all that 
bad as we are still holding hands and God help the 
one that lets go - that after some 34 years of married 
life. We, that is Kay and I, have a son Mark Jerome, 
who is married to a Betty Mae Campbell of Baldur, 
Manitoba, and they are in an established business on 
No.6 Highway in Manitoba between Lake Francis 
and St. Laurent known as Interlake Power Products 
Ltd. 

Now last but not least my father Mendel Peikoff 
- In the Torah in our Old Testament it is said that a 
man is the sum of all his deeds - not his wealth! 

My father owned and operated a general mer
chandise store in Rossburn, dealing in farm lands, 
cattle, horses, furs, farm produce and sundry. 

In or about the year 1908 we sojourned to the 
district surrounding Birds Hill, Manitoba. We 
bunked (that is Pa and Ma and us 10 kids) in a 
building which had no flooring. One day father en
countered someone from Weidman Brothers, Groc-



ery Wholesalers, who suggested to him that, in line 
with his life's previous experiences in the Old Coun
try in merchandising, Father go West and open up a 
General Store. Weidman Brothers undertook to 
sponsor my father. We arrived in the small village of 
Rossburn, the place of his choice. The village was by 
then well established as V. (Vic) W. Johnson had 
already set up a Hardware Store since 1903. Before 
that there was Hugh Ross whose house and/or build
ings had burned down before we got there and so I 
suppose on reconstruction they named the place 
Rossburn 

In 1909 father purchased an acre of land from 
Alvah G. Wakefield on the south east quarter of 
section 2-21-25 and operated his first general store in 
the Rossburn area. Their business continued for only 
a year or two; after this time father operated a general 
store within the Village of Rossburn. Brother Malick 
operated a store at Birdtail for appoximately two 
years. He took over father's business in Rossburn 
upon his demise in 1934. Malick operated that gener
al store until April 3, 1940 when a fire of unknown 
origin destroyed that general store and its contents. 
The total loss was only partially covered by insur
ance. Malick and his wife and children barely es
caped in their night attire having resided over the 
store. It was only through the work of a Volunteer 
Brigade that the Drug Store of Barlow and Dutton, 
the General Store of Louis Paisner, and the Meat 
Market of M. K. Clubley were saved. It was, 
however, feared for a while that the entire business 
section of the Village of Rossburn would be wiped 
out. 

Between the years 1914-1918 we had the Great 
War when Kaiser Wilhelm of Hohenzollern (Kaiser 
Bill) was out to conquer the World. Many of the 
young men of our Rossburn Village went overseas to 
battle and never returned. They went to make this 
world safe for Democracy or so we are told. How 
well do I remember the flu which seized our town of 
Rossburn about the time that the First Great War 
ended, and how the Rossburnites had then erected 
and were hanging an effigy of Kaiser Bill at the 
corner of Victoria Avenue and Main Street of our 
little Village. I was with my brother Sam looking out 
the window of the second floor of our building atop 
the store (where we then resided) and all the villagers 
were celebrating the end of that terrible War to end all 
other Wars! Samuel and I were quarantined in our 
quarters because of the Flu while brother Malick with 
Doc Evans were going from house to house to give 
solace, aid and comfort to the sick and dying. 

In 1929 I graduated from the Law School of the 
University of Manitoba and slugged it out during the 
so-called dirty thirties and glad to say I'm still here. 
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On September 3, 1939 once more the world's at 
war and this time to stop that terrible Hitler man. 
Now we had a cause. We were fighting Hitler and 
what awful things he stood for until by the Grace of 
God (on our side) Hitler disposed of himself and his 
kind. 

Between January 8th, 1943 to November 22nd, 
1945 I had seen Service in the Armed Forces of 
Canada. In 1946 I then resumed the law practice after 
the second war. 

You might say that this article is a dedication to 
and in appreciation of the pioneers who broke and 
tilled the soil; to those men and women who an
swered the call to duty in the two world wars and who 
served nobly and bravely; to those who helped make 
the Church, school and other Community Organiza
tions, and to all who laboured to make Rossbum a 
better place in which to live and to whom we are 
indebted for so much of our present prosperity. 

In closing - I may say to the people of Rossburn 
and the Municipality and Districts nearby now and of 
yesteryear:-
I've never seen God 

but I know how I feel -
It's people like you 

who make HIM "So Real" . 

George Phelps 

by Louis A. M. Peikoff 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
September 15, 1981. 

George Edward Phelps was born on September 
14, 1933, the son of Albert Harmon and Beatrice 
Maud (nee Knight) at Austin, Manitoba. He has one 
sister, Audrey Brown, who lives at Virden, Man
itoba. The Phelps family moved to Brandon in the 
early forties. George was educated there. He took a 
special course which enabled him to begin work with 
Canadian Pacific Telecommunications as a telegraph 
messenger in 1950. He was transferred to Winnipeg 
as a clerk and later became a telegraph operator in 
1954. In 1959 he worked as a testing and regulating 
technician at Dryden and Thunder Bay in Ontario, 
and at Virden and Winnipeg in Manitoba. In 1963 he 
was transferred to Rossburn, as a microwave techni
cian for the newly completed Trans Canada Micro
wave System. 

In 1955 he married Maxine Marion Gillespie, 
who was born on March 10, 1936, the daughter of 
Edwin and Thelma (nee Smith) of Stockton, Man
itoba. She has two sisters, Florence Gowanlock, of 
Brandon, and Joyce Cullen, of Stockton, and one 
brother, Robert Gillespie of Brandon. She received 
her education at Stockton Consolidated School. 

George and Maxine have one son, William 



Thomas Edward, who was born in July of 1957. He is 
employed in Winnipeg. They also have a daughter, 
Ivy Maureen, who was born in August in 1959. She is 
employed in Brandon. They were both born in Win
nipeg and were educated in Rossbum, graduating 
from Rossbum Collegiate in 1975 and 1978 respec
tively. 

Plante 
The first Plante family came from Winchester, 

Ontario, to Manitoba in 1833. Peter Plante, my great 
grandfather, and his wife, Dorcas, had the first hotel 
in Winnipeg. They had two sons, Jack and Gordon. 

Jack Plante in 1932. 

Jack Plante married Mary Grant. They moved 
from north of Winnipeg to Rossburn. They took up a 
farm at Ranchvale where they operated the first dairy 
business. Their family was George, Ella, Fraser, 
Hildred, Lome, and Gordon. It is worthy of mention 

Gordon Plante seen in 1928. 
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that Ella was the first white girl to be born in the 
Birdtail valley or Ranchvale district. Gordon Plante 
was my grandfather. He married Agnes McVey in 
1886 in Ottawa. 

Gordon and Agnes moved to Rossbum in 1891 
and took up a farm on N.W. Y4 of 12-21-25 in the 
valley which was later to be named Glen Elmo. 
Gordon became the second Post Master in 1917. With 
plenty of hard work they built a big house and raised a 
large herd of cattle and sheep. They raised a family of 
six, namely: Bill, Roy, Leonard, John, Arnold, and 
Mabel. 

My Dad, Roy Plante married Margaret Muirman 
in Edmonton on January 7, 1914. They came here to 
the valley and bought a farm from Tom Martin and 
farmed, raising cattle, sheep, horses and grain. Roy 
was a councillor for the Rossbum Rural Municipality 
for many years. Margaret had many hobbies. She 
enjoyed helping everyone. Their family was Ethel, 
Myrtle, Jean, Jessie and Gordon (twins). Roy and 
Margaret farmed for forty five years when they re
tired in 1959 to live in Rossburn which they both 
enjoyed until his death in 1971. Margaret still resides 
in Rossbum. 

Roy and Margaret Plante wedding picture. (1914) 



The Family-
Ethel married John Copeland of Grandview. 

They have a family of five - Isabella, Vivian, 
Harold, Muriel, and Florence. 

Jean married Jim Combe of Winnipeg. They have 
one boy, Victor. 

Jessie married Eugene Caldwell of Rossburn. 
Their family are Kenneth and Margaret. 

Gordon married Jean Polischuk of Winnipeg and 
they have a son, Eugene. 

Myrtle married Bill Maxwell from Scotland in 
1936. Their family are Glen William, Marjorie, and 
Joyce. Their family history relates the following

Glen William married Bertrice Cressman, from 
Caroline, Alberta. Their family includes Barbara, 
Karen, Dale, Bonnie, and Robert. 

Marjorie married Richard Howard from Win
nipeg. They have two boys, Brian and Kevin. 

Joyce married Ernie Bonchuk of Rossburn. They 
have one girl, Cheryl Ann. Bill and Myrtle farmed on 
Jim McBride's farm, S.W. 6-21-24 in the valley. 
They moved to Sam Liscum's farm, SW 20-21-24, in 
1939. We lived in Sam Liscum's old house which was 
built in 1909. Some remodelling was done. In 1968, 
some logs were cut on our own farm and were sawed 
into lumber. We built a new home and moved into it 
in 1970. We built it ourselves with the help of neigh
bors. We sold over a hundred cords of spruce pulp
wood off our farm. 

Our son, Glen operates our farm and now has a 
dairy business with holstein and black angus beef 
cattle. 

Bill and Myrtle still live on the quarter of land in 
the new house. Bill enjoys hunting and fishing. They 
both have several hobbies. They enjoy travelling and 
have taken trips to Scotland, U.S.A., Vancouver, and 
more. They enjoy entertaining their friends, and al
ways ready to lend a helping hand. Myrtle is fond of 
knitting. She has been a member of the Birdtail 
Women's Institute for twenty three years. 

The name of their farm is, "Ever Green Acres." 
Submitted by Myrtle Maxwell 

Leonard Plante 
Leonard Plante was born in the Birdtail valley in 

1892, the third son of Gordon and Agnes (nee 
McVey). They had six children, namely: William, 
Roy, Leonard, John, Arnold, and Mabel. 

In December of 1917, Leonard married Rhoda 
Florence Cochrane, who was also born in the Birdtail 
valley, in 1896, daughter of William and Alvina (nee 
Kloadt). Florence was the second youngest of a fam
ily of seven, namely: Jessie, Glen, Fred, Madeline, 
Rose, Florence and Earle. 

After their marriage, Florence and Leonard re-
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sided on the original Cochrane farm in the valley on 
2-21-25. Here they raised a family of four children: 
Fred, Darcy, Meredith (Jack) and Margaret. 

On November 14, 1938, at the age of forty six, 
Leonard passed away. He had taken a shipment of 
cattle to Toronto and while he was away he was 
afflicted with pneumonia and did not recover. Flo
rence managed the farm with the aid of her sons until 
the war of 1939 to 1945, when she moved to Win
nipeg. The farm was sold to Mike Piasta. 

Florence worked in Winnipeg for Globe Bedding 
Company and Eaton's for many years. Through a 
good friend, she was introduced to Ed Haglund. In 
1948 they were married and moved to a small acreage 
just out of Teulon, Manitoba. 

After Ed's passing from a heart attack in 1955, 
Florence remained in Teulon for a few years and 
worked in a nylon factory. She then moved to Van
couver to be with her daughter, Mrs. Margaret Gray, 
for a couple of years. She also spent a year with her 
son, Darcy and his wife, Dorothy in Flin Flon. 

Winnipeg was still to be 'the city of her heart' and 
also of many of her friends. She returned there to 
reside. Later she moved to Brandon, Manitoba, 
where her son Fred and family reside. Here she lived 
in Winnipeg House. 

Florence passed away in February, 1980 at the age 
of eighty four years. She lies at rest in the Cochrane 
plot in the Rossburn cemetery; as was her wish. 

Surviving Leonard and Florence are ten grand
children: Joan, daughter of Darcy and Dorothy 
Plante; Faye and Cheryl, daughters of Fred and Hazel 
Plante; Robert, Betty, and Joyce, sons and daughters 
of Jack and Lyla Plante; and Donald, Keith, David, 
and Richard, sons of Margaret and Don Gray. 

Submitted by Joan Reich 

Lorne Plante 
Lome Plante was born on January 4, 1904, the 

youngest son of Jack and Mary (nee Grant). His 
parents farmed in Ranchvale. They were among 
those of the early pioneers to settle in that area. 

Lome took over his father's farm. He married a 
neighbor's daughter, Georgena Prout in 1926. She 
was an accomplished pianist and gave lessons for 
many years. 

They had three children. Eugene was born in 
1927 and died accidently in 1932. Laverne Lloyd was 
born on March 31, 1929. Vivian Ruth was born on 
July 31, 1931, but is now deceased. 

Lorne passed away on October 31, 1955. 
Georgena moved to Winnipeg and she still lives 
there. 

Laverne took over the family farm after his fa-



ther's death. He is the only member of the family left 
to reside in Rossburn. 

Laverne Plante. 

Pokropywny 
In April, 1907, Joseph Pokropywny, age thirty 

seven, and his wife, Teclia, age thirty four, with their 
four children: Anne, Nellie, William and Steve im
migrated to Canada, from the village of Ilawcze, 
County of Trembolia of Western Ukraine. 

Prior to their departure, they sold their property 
and like so many people of other villages, packed 
their belongings and sailed to Canada, a country 
abundant with opportunities and resources and free
dom. The system in Ukraine was slightly oppressive. 
People were not allowed to pick berries, mushrooms, 
or cherries, nor dry sticks, or twigs from a park or 
forest. If someone was caught by an officer or war
den, the person would have to forfeit some item of 
apparel to hold as evidence until after a hearing in 
Court. When the fine was paid, the item would be 
returned. 

On leaving for Canada, they boarded the ship, 
Philadelphia at Antwerp, Belgium, and within three 
weeks they landed in St. John, New Brunswick. They 
travelled by Canadian Pacific railway on the train to 
Shoal Lake, Manitoba and arrived there in the early 
part of May. 

The party who were to meet them was not there at 
Shoal Lake so they continued on to Russell where 
Fred Drosdowski and Alex Luba begged them to go 
with them to Angusville. Joseph was not to be per
suaded and explained, "We must return to Shoal 
Lake, our point of destination as planned for and our 
party will be waiting. " 

They stopped over in Russell at the Canadian 
Pacific Station for several days. A language barrier 
existed between Joseph and the station agent. Joseph 
learned to say 'ticket' instead of asking the agent in 
Ukrainian "die-min-myce-bee-lia" which meant, 
give me a billet. 

On returning to Shoal Lake, Andrew Tupniak and 
Joseph Mychalyshyn were waiting for them with a 
team and wagon. They were welcomed at Andrew 
Tupniak's farm at section 17-20-23-Wl north east of 
Rossburn in the Marco area. 

Soon Joe began cutting and hewing logs to build a 
house and stable. They bought a couple of cows. 
They pioneered on this same section, clearing a space 
for some garden. During harvest, Joe went to work 
for Anglo-Saxons who were well established. The 
wages he earned were to buy flour, sugar and tea 
provisions and some clothing for the family. Teclia 
attended the home and family, garden and cows. 
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Annie and Nellie went to Ruska Rawa school when 
Mr. Wowk was the teacher. 

Teclia was reluctant at establishing a permanent 
home there. They heard that Joe Sianchuk was selling 
out and moving to Saskatchewan. So Joseph went to 
look at this land on N .E. 13-20-25 where there were 
ten acres broken but no buildings. Joseph negotiated 
a deal for the sum of two thousand dollars. 

Again they took out logs and built a house, twen
ty by thirty feet in size. This log barn and house were 
occupied in 1912. These buildings still stand today, 
although they have not been used since 1949. Joseph 
and Teclia continued to clear more land and raise 
some cattle. They bought a team of horses which 
were an asset to the farm to do the work. 

Teclia and Joseph were members of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church of St. Peter and Paul, Rossburn 
Farms. Later they became members of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, Sacred Heart of Jesus, Rossburn. 

Joseph passed away in February of 1920 and is 
interred in Rossburn Farms Cemetery. Teclia con
tinued farming with the help of the children. Times 
were difficult and aggravated by the depression. 
Teclia passed away in 1963 in her ninety first year. 
They endured much hardship in making a livelihood 
and so now, may they rest in peace. 

The family: 
Annie married Wasyl Sidlar in 1911. They farmed 

their land east of Rossburn and raised a family of six: 
Matt, Tena, Peter, Mike, Nick, and Mary. Anne 
passed away in 1966. 

Nellie worked for Dr. O'Brien. When he went 
west, Nellie left for Winnipeg in the early thirties. 
She married Lawrence Ferris of Portage la Prairie 
where they farmed. They had a family of four, Ruth, 
Vernon, Viola and Mabel. Lawrence died in 1970. 
Nellie still lives on the farm at the age of eighty three. 
A grandson has rented the farm. 

William was born in 1904 and attended Bruan 
School. Oflater years, he operated the family farm as 
well as his own. He died in 1962 at fifty eight years. 

Helen was born in 1909, the first Canadian born 
to the family. She attended Bruan school. She helped 
on the family farm. She secured employment in 
Moose Jaw, Sask. for a time. Then she moved on to 
Fort William, now known as Thunder Bay, Ontario 
where she was employed at the Royal Edward Hotel 
as a head waitress and later worked at Fryer's Studio 
for a number of years. She passed away in 1976 and is 
buried at the Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery at 
Rossburn. Her age was sixty seven years. 

Steve was born in 1907 and attended Bruan 
school. He supported the family farm and bought a 
farm of his own as well. Steve was employed with the 
Department of Highways. He was on construction of 



Highway #4 which is #16 now, and #10 from 
Brandon North, and P.T.H. #45 Rossburn to Rus
sell. Steve volunteered his help in building the Ukrai
nian Catholic Church in Rossburn. 

Steve died January 26, 1977 at seventy years of 
age. 

Mary attended Bruan school and later managed a 
restaurant in Winnipeg. She married Nick Bast
meyer. He is the foreman of the Electronics Depart
ment for Canadian Pacific Airlines in Vancouver, 
British Columbia. 

Rose was born in 1914 but died in infancy. 
Matt was born in 1917. He attended Bruan school 

#888. He attended Fort William Technical school for 
Air Craft Maintenance and Construction. He was 
employed by the Defence Industries Limited. Matt 
served with the Canadian Army for four years in 
Canada, U.S.A and British West Indies. In later 
years he returned to operate the family farm. 

Submitted by Matt Pokropywny 

Pritchard 
My father, Robert Henry Pritchard, came as a Bar 

Colonist to Canada from London, England, in 1903. 
He left the colonists at Winnipeg and came to Rus
sell, Manitoba, where he did carpenter and farm 
work. In 1905, he purchased the SE Y4 of 12-20-27 
and married Isabella Minshull. He farmed this land 
near Angusville until he retired in 1942. He died in 
1961, followed by his wife in 1963. 

Robert Henry and Isabella had two children, 
Robert Edward (Bob) and Catherine. The children 
received their education at St. Mary's School, 3 
miles west of Angusville, Angusville and Russell. 
Bob had one year Agriculture at the University of 
Manitoba. 

Catherine married Dick Cochrane of Silverton 
and had three children: Jim, Roberta and Doris. 

Bob farmed near Angusville and married Gladys 
Saunders, daughter of Rev. W. W. and Mrs. Saun
ders. Gladys lived with her parents in Angusville, 
1919-1922. She finished her education in Illinois, 
U.S.A. where her parents moved in 1922. Gladys 
came back to Manitoba in 1930 and graduated from 
the Winnipeg Misericordia Hospital in 1933. 

After Bob and Gladys were married in 1935, they 
purchased a small barn from Mrs. Jack Angus of 
Angusville, gradually making it into a home while 
living for a time in one room. They moved this barn 
on to the home farm and lived in it until taking over 
the farm in 1942. Later they farmed from Angusville 
where they purchased the Shepherd house and, in 
1958, moved to Rossburn. 

Gladys nursed in the Rossburn medical centre 
from 1958-1966 and Bob was farming and doing 
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electrical work. In 1961, Gladys and Bob moved to 
Russell and in 1964, back to Rossburn when the 
water came to town. While in Russell, Bob and 
Gladys commuted to Rossburn. 

Bob and Gladys had four children. Betty, Mrs. 
Wayne Devins of Cochrane, Alberta; Doris, Mrs. 
Ken Caldwell of Rossburn; Arthur and family of 
Campbell River, B. c.; and Donald of Portage la 
Prairie. 

Bob and Gladys still live on Victoria St. 
Rossburn in 1980. Gladys keeps busy with knitting 
and fancy work and Bob with his rock collection. 
They both like golfing and travelling. 

'By R. E. (Bob) Pritchard 

Prosyk 
The love of the land drew Ukrainian settlers to the 

Canadian West, as the pioneers tell us. There was 
immense and unutilized reserves offorests and fertile 
soil, untouched by mans plow. Homesteads of 160 
acres could be bought for only $10.00. The freedom 
in Canada, was the greatest attraction. 

Like all immigrants, my grandparents decided to 
come to Canada to better their fortunes. 

Wasyl, born in 1859 in the village of small Borku, 
Skalat, Holychyna, Western Ukraine. He married 
Nastia Hrychyh in 1884, who was born in 1869 Koot, 
Skalat, Holychyna, Western Ukraine. 

They bought their Shipcard (steamship ticket) 
and along with two daughters Maruna, Warwara, 
(my mother) and one son Nestor. They immigrated to 
Canada in July 1900. 

From Halifax, most trains headed in the direction 
of Winnipeg. At that time, that city was the coloniza
tion centre of Western Canada. Three sons died ear
lier in their native land Nukola, Matvi and Fedko. 
From Winnipeg they were directed from the immi
gration office to the village of Shoal Lake, Man. 
(known to the Ukrainians as Shoyluk). Knowing a 
family by the name of Shafron Sheremeta who came 
a year sooner, and settled in the Rossburn district, 
they joined them to live under one roof. 

Within five months the family moved around to 
Slobodetski's and Sulyma's. Sulyma was a hanchar, 
he was known for his horshky. He made all pottery 
from clay. Grandpa was employed in the Hamiota 
district, as a farm hand, for a farmer named Murray. 
In 1901 Wasyl moved his family to a homestead N.E. 
quarter 24-20-23 in the Marco district. Moving in 
January was difficult to build a suitable place to live 
in so they built a so called temporary hut, where they 
found shelter. Grandpa continued working out along 
with daughter Maruna, who at that time also worked 
in the Hamiota district. The same year a son Fred was 
born. 



Grandma, in the summer months, built more 
comfortable dwellings. She plastered their home 
with clay, made a hay thatched roof, and a dugout, 
that was used for a root bin. She picked wild raspber
ries and a neighbour sold them in Shoal Lake, where 
he bought window panes for her. 

By fall, they even had a bake oven made of clay, 
where it served for many purposes, such as baking 
bread, food. They had heat and when the oven was 
opened, the light served the purpose of reading. A 
platform was constructed above the oven, where it 
was used as a bed. 

Mom recalls how happy she was to have a warm 
place to sleep on. 

Much notable progress was made to improve 
their dwellings. Grandma had white washed their 
house, when grandpa came home to visit he did not 
recognize his own home. He stopped off to ask where 
the Prosyk's live. 

It is interesting to know that stones were burned 
in a dugout for days and days, and from this lime was 
made. Topolonski was the guard, his job was to 
watch the fire. 

By the following year grandma with the help of 
her small children, Warwara and Nestor, managed to 
clear approximately two acres of land where a garden 
had been planted. 

Through roadless swamps and dense forests, 
grandpa carried food and a sack of flour to his family, 
which was approximately thirty miles. 

Flour was then sold at a $1.25 for a 100 lb. bag 
and the brand name was XXXX referred to as 4X. 

The same year, Murray gifted a horse to the 
family which then made tilling much easier. 
However, happiness did not last long in the Prosyk 
family, as in the fall of 1903 grandma, at an early age 
of 34, passed away giving birth to a child Natalia. 
The infant herself died seven weeks later. Due to poor 
communication, grandpa did not know of his fam
ily's tragedy until two weeks later and aunt Maruna, 
being only thirteen years old, found out three months 
later of the sad bereavement. 

Mom, eight years old, was left with uncle Nestor 
who was eleven, a brother Fedko a year and a half, 
and a baby on her hands. The neighboring women 
arranged grandma's funeral burial. Grandma and 
baby Natalia are buried at the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Independant Church cemetery (Panas's farm) where 
they were members. 

The following year of 1904 grandpa re-married 
Nastia Yarmey who was born in 1881 in the village of 
Hroshiw, Borschiw, Holychyna, but was there living 
in the Rossburn district with her parents. 

In 1906 grandpa purchased a breaker plough, and 
a team of oxen, where my step grandmother worked 
the land. 
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The following year grandpa quit working and 
came home to reside. He was able to toil more land 
and sowed buckwheat and millet for their own use. 
Buckwheat was cleaned and crushed at the local mill 
owned by Hrutz Maduke in the Marco area, later 
owned by Seman Kolody in Oakburn, Man. Oats 
were sowed and used for feed. In later years, mixed 
grain was sowed and hauled to an elevator in 
Rossburn and sold. 

The Prosyk's lived in their home for approx
imately twenty years and later rebuilt a newer home. 
Wasyl by his first marriage had four children. (three 
passed away as mentioned). 

Maruna and her husband Florian Hrankowsky 
farmed in Rossman Lake district they had four chil
dren. Alice married John Sidlar they farmed in the 
Rossburn district, there were two children. 

Orest employed at the C.P.R., married Iris Slyk. 
They have a son, Jim, who married Sharon Weller, 
they have two children Kevin and Katherine, and a 
daughter Susan at home. They all reside in Thunder 
Bay,Ont. 

Millicent a hairdresser married Steve Mychasiw 
they farmed and reside in Rossburn, Man. She had 
one daughter Theresa married Stan Cwiertnia they 
have two daughters, Karlyn Melissa and Leanne 
Jean. Both are teaching in Killarney, Man. 

Barbara married Dave Coughlin, they had one 
son Dave Jr. employed at C.N.R. who married Joyce 
Bowman. There was one daughter Meloney. Dave Sr. 
passed away and Barbara and family reside in Win
nipeg, Man. 

Nestor was employed by the Ford Co. married 
Jean Zimmerman they had three children. 

Floran married Claudette, and have one daughter 
Tammy. Terry married Barbara, there are two chil
dren Lana and Amenda. Donna married Wally Dol
ynsky and they have two girls, Kelly and Tracy. 
Nestor passed away in 1976, Jean and all their fam
ilies reside in St. Catherines, Ont. 

Anastasia, a hairdresser, married Steve Kach
kowsky (Stevens), a teacher and a barber. Steve 
passed away and Anastasia in 1972, both are resting 
in Winnipeg, Man. 

Uncle Florian passed away in 1918, his daughter 
Alice in 1974. Aunt Maruna in 1976 and son-in-law 
John in 1979. The remains are buried at the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, Ukrainian Catholic Church cemetery 
at Rossburn. 

Nestor married Paraska Dutchak, they farmed in 
the Marco district with their family of five. First born 
son Wasyl passed away in infancy. Their second son 
Wasyl married Anne Antoniw, presently resides and 
employed at the Oakburn Tire Shop they had two 
children. Russell passed away in 1961 at the age of 
eight. Shirley married Bill Steele, who is employed 



with the Kodak Co. and reside in Richmond, B.C. 
Tennie married Steve Dunitz, who is retired from 
farming and reside in Shoal Lake, Man. They have 
three sons and a daughter. Gary a farmer, Lome 
married Debbie Nowasad farms in Oakbum area. 
Gail a secretary married Adolph Luba, reside in 
Calgary, Alta, with their children Lana, and Greg
ory. Larry an R.C.M.P. member resides in Edmon
ton, Alta. 

Nestor married Anne Belski, he's employed with 
the C.N.R. they have two children. Florian who is 
employed by Canada Car, married Eileen, they have 
a family of three, Kelvin, Lisa and Christine. Iris 
married Waino Aha, both are teaching and they have 
a daughter Adrienne. The whole family resides at 
Thunder Bay, Ont. 

Alex married Anne Dnistransky a teacher, they 
own a Texaco Bulk Station and reside at Oakbum, 
Man. They have three children. Lesia a teacher, mar
ried Ray Milliken and live at Reston, Man. Barry a 
teacher resides in Winnipeg, Man. and Marianne at 
home a grade twelve student. 

Aunt Paraska passed away in 1952, uncle Nestor 
in 1963, their first son Wasy I, and grandchild Russell 
are all resting at the St. Johns Ukrainian United 
Church cemetery in Pete's Lake. 

Warwara married Dmytro Wowk farmed in Oak
bum with their five children, Helen, Stella, Walter, 
Elsie and Myrtle. (see Wowk History for details) 

Their youngest son Fedko was employed at the 
Dodge Plant and resided in Detroit Mich. U.S.A. He 
was married. Aunty passed away in 1944. Uncle 
Fe.dko, passed away in 1946 at the age of 45. He rests 
in Detroit Mich. U.S.A. 

By Grandpa's second marriage they had six chil
dren. 

Anne married Steve Gawryluk and farmed in 
Pete's Lake with their family of two girls, Lillian 
employed by Kraft Co. resides in Los Angeles, 
U.S.A. Helen married Joe Kustiak a teacher, they 
reside in Barrows, Man., they have a family of ten. 
Arnold married Jackie, employed by Construction 
Goodroads, have three children, Cory, Neighton, 
and Tara, they live in Laurange, Sask. Bob married 
Eva, he's employed at Hudson Bay Pulp and Paper 
Mill, they reside in Hudson Bay Sask., with their son 
Curtis. Darlene married Ron Johnson, an electrician 
resides in Prince Albert, Sask. Ken, a Home Econo
mist, is employed at Swan River, Man. Debra, 
Sharon, Valerie, Robby, Michael and Judy are at 
home. 

Uncle Steve passed 'away and rests at St. Johns 
Ukrainian United Church cemetery, Pete's Lake. 
Aunt Anne re-married Michael Yarmey and reside in 
Winnipeg, Man. Aunt Anne passed away in 1979 and 
rests at Winnipeg. 

Michael married Jessie Barton and they had one 
daughter, Ellen and reside in Detroit, Mich. U.S.A. 

Prosyk family about 1938. Back Row, Left to Right: Mildred Lowan, Alex (behind), Betty Cipryk, Dmytro, Anne Gawryluk-Yarmey, 
Nestor, Fred, Warwara Wowk, Paraska (Nestor's wife). Sitting: Grandma Prosyk (Yarmey). Dmytro and Warwara Wowk's two 
daughters are standing in front. 
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Uncle Michael passed away in 1945 at the age of 39 
and is resting in Detroit, aunt Jessie re-married and 
also resides in Detroit. Their daughter Ellen married 
Ervin Christopher they had a daughter Margret. Ellen 
passed away in 1975. 

Dmytro was employed at Canada Car, he married 
Mabel Charney, they reside in Thunder Bay, Ont. 
They had two sons, Eugene passed away in 1977 at 
the age of 41. Jerry an electrician married Carol, they 
reside in Thunder Bay with their two children, Dan
ny and Karyn. 

Alex married Bertha Kamchey, a nurse, Alex was 
employed at a factory and a Rural mail carrier. They 
had a family of five. Lillian married Joseph Dentice, 
reside in Buffalo, U.S.A. with their children, Julie 
and James. Ronald a teacher in Toronto, Ont. Frances 
married Rodney Alexander a Contractor, reside in 
Orangeville, Ont., with their three children, Rhon
da, Richard, and Michelle. Margret married Frank 
Syms, who is employed at British Petroleum refinery 
resides in Niagara Falls, Ont. David married Cheryl, 
he works for the city and reside in St. Catherines, 
Ont., with their three children, twins, Jason and 
Shannon and a one year old Michael. 

Mildred married Bill Lowan, who worked on the 
farm. They've retired and reside in Hamilton, Ont. 

Betty the youngest married Jack Cipryk, he was 
employed at Thompson Products factory in Niagara 
On The Lake, Ont. They had a family of five, Arthur 
in the Navy married Anna and have two children, Sa
brina and John. Reside in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. 
Albert is a chef, married Margret, reside in St. Cath
arines, Ont., along with their children Jullie, Jona
thon and Rachael. Rose Marie married Ed Spitman, 
both teaching in St. Catharines they have a girl 
Amya. Michael a welder, married Betsie, they have a 
child Jesima, reside in St. Catharines, Ont. Fred, is 
not married, at home. 

Uncle Jack passed away and Aunt Betty resides in 
St. Catherines, Ont. 

To our grandparents, who first immigrated to 
Canada like many others at the cost of their health 
and lives, we are grateful to you for making our 
native land much easier to live in. May God grant you 
Eternal Rest . . . 

Contributed by Myrtle Drul, Granddaughter of 
Wasyl and Nastia 

Ross 
Richard Rose Ross and his wife Margaret McKee 

came to Rossburn from Huron County, Ontario, in 
November, 1879. They brought with them their chil
dren, William John, Lizzie, Hugh R., Richard Rose 
Jr., and Watson. Harriet and Laura were born in 
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Manitoba. John died at the age of 19 while teaching at 
Boyle. Harriet died at the age of 2. 

The Ross family was held in high esteem for the 
aid given to early settlers, and in building up com
munity life. 

Lizzie married Jim Young and resided in Edmon
ton. They had 2 sons and 5 daughters. Dr. Morley 
Young, a well known physician still lives in Lamont, 
Alberta. 

Hugh married Reba Rankin and lived in Win
nipeg. They had 2 daughters; Beulah, and Berythe, 
well known teachers in the city of Winnipeg. Berythe 
married the late Donald Birse and had 1 daughter, 
Rosalind, now Mrs. Allan Dick. 

Watson married Jennie Galloway, lived in La
mont, Alberta, and had 6 sons and 3 daughters. 

Richard Rose Jr. married Elizabeth Young, lived 
in Angusville, and then Winnipeg. They had 4 girls 
and 3 boys. Evans is in Victoria, Melba married 
Albert Scrase and lives in Dauphin, Vivian is Mrs. 
Den Arnold of Calgary, and Uberta is Mrs. Stan 
Blackburn of Winnipeg. Myrta, Hedley, and Willis 
are deceased. Mrs. Elizabeth Ross lived to the age of 
103, passing away February 29, 1980. 

The name of Richard Ross is being carried on by 
a great, great grandson of the founder of Rossburn. 
Richard is the grandson of Evans and lives in 
Dauphin. 

Laura Ross married George Nield and farmed 
south of Angusville. They had 7 sons and 1 daughter. 
The daughter Olive married Gene Mann, and lives in 
Kelowna. Bert and Andy and Lewis (Mickey) Nield 
live in Virden. Alvin lives in Lorette. Claude, 
Howard, and Rodney are deceased. 

On July 11, 1970, the Ross family gathered from 
across Western Canada and dedicated a cairn in the 
village of Rossburn, to honor the memory of Richard 
Rose Ross. Sixty-two relatives were in attendance. 

Ryszytyio 
John Ryszytylo was born in Husiatyn, Western 

Ukraine on September 18, 1888. His life began rather 
sadly when his father left him and his mother to 
"make his fortune" in the new country. Having no 
word from her husband for some time, John's mother 
in desperation left her young son with her sister and 
brother-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Mike Luhowy and went 
in search of her husband. 

John was loved and raised along with their own 
five children. We would be remiss if we did not 
include in our story a mention of his Aunt and Uncle 
Luhowy with whom our father made his home. 

In 1904, the Luhowy's like many other families, 
decided to immigrate to Canada, and John came with 



them. They settled on a farm with another family in 
the Olha area east of Rossburn. 

John, a young man of sixteen, immediately found 
work as a farm hand, all this time wondering what 
had happened to his parents. He began a search by 
word of mouth and newspaper advertisements. The 
search proved fruitless, although it was believed that 
his mother perished in the Chicago theatre fire of 
1903. 

At the age of twenty, he decided to see more of 
this big and wonderful country. He started working 
on the railroad, returning each fall to the Luhowy 
farm. It seemed after awhile that North Battleford as 
it is called now, was the place he wanted to settle in. 
He made an application for a homestead SW 
30-51-16W on August 4,1908, but later abandoned it 
and returned to Manitoba. Probably the reason was a 
girl by the name of Anastasia Sidlar whom he mar
ried on January 23rd, 1912. In the spring, leaving his 
young bride of a few months with her parents, he 
went back to work. Upon his return, within a year, he 
purchased a quarter section next to his father-in-law, 
NE 4-20-24, presently owned by Mr. and Mrs. Steve 
Wiley. Here they farmed for eight years. 

However, John needed more land to provide for 
his growing family so therefore when a trusted friend 
offered to sell him a half section two miles east of 
Oakburn, Manitoba, he took the opportunity and 
sold his own quarter to make a down payment on the 
new farm. The move itself involved many hardships. 
Trips by horse and sleigh (this being in the spring) 
took two days travelling time alone, thus forcing his 
wife, Anastasia, to leave her infant son with a wet 
nurse, while she herself was involved with moving 
into their new home. It was also here that their 
youngest daughter was born. 

John and Anastasia Ryszytylo. Wedding Picture in 1912. 
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After five years of hard work, putting food on the 
table and making payments, John and his family 
were forced to move again finding out that his farm 
payments were not getting passed on to the land 
owner. Losing all of his investment through no fault 
of his own, once again the family, with saddened 
hearts moved their few possessions to a new farm, 
two and one half miles north of Rossburn. The land 
was mostly bush but they worked hard to clear it, at 
the same time renting more. 

It was during this time that John became involved 
in rural politics serving as councillor from 1932-41 
and as reeve from 1942-45. 

Ryshytylo family in early 1940's. Standing: Mike Ryshytylo. 
Sitting (Left to Right): Anne (Bell), Molly (Kiez), John 
Ryszytylo, Nellie Ryszytylo, Kaye (Johnson), Rose (Tutkaluk). 

By this time, the children had all grown up, 
married and moved away except for their only son 
Mike who decided he would continue farming his 
father's land. John retired and moved to the Village of 
Rossburn where he lived with his wife for ten years. 
His wife, our beloved Mother Anastasia, passed 
away July 30, 1964 at the age of seventy in the 
Rossburn Hospital. 

John lived alone for one year. Finding it hard to 
look after himself he moved to the farm where he 
lived with his son and daughter-in-law Angela. 

He died on May 24, 1969 at the age of eighty. 
John and Anastasia lie at rest in the Ukrainian Cath
olic Cemetery north of Rossburn. They were blessed 
with six children, five daughters and one son. The 
eldest daughter, Molly, married John Mamalygo. 
They had three children, Terry and his wife Ann and 
his two children, Timmy and Wendy, live in Corpus 
Christie, Texas, U.S.A. Paul, his wife Emily, and 
their three sons, David, Ricky and Robbie live in 
Thunder Bay, Ontario. Mildred and her husband, 
Gordon Anderson with their two daughters, Theresa 
and Susan, live in Rivers, Manitoba. Molly had 



remarried John Kiez. She is now a widow and lives in 
Rivers. 

The second daughter, Mildred, died in infancy. 
Ann and her husband, Marty Bell, live in Win

nipeg. They have three children, Beverly and her 
husband, Eddie Nesby, live in Calgary, Alberta. 
They have two daughters by her husbands' previous 
marriage, Rhonda and Jackie. Gail, her husband, 
Theo Overdreef and their daughter, Cheryl, live in 
Winnipeg. Their only son, Ronnie, also lives in 
Winnipeg. 

Rose (Mrs. Pete Tutkaluk) who lives in Winnipeg 
also has three children. Sylvia and her husband, 
Brian Jewel and children Raymond, Susan and Keith 
live in Winnipeg. Stanley, his wife Angela and their 
three children Lisa, Bradley and Dwight, Ronnie, his 
wife, Stacey and their daughter, Erin Rose, all reside 
in Vancouver, British Columbia. 

Mike, his only son, married Angela Kostecki. 
They live just east of Rossburn and have two sons, 
John and Tony. John, his wife, Lynda and their two 
children, John Jr. and Kristyn Louise reside on their 
farm near Rossburn, and Tony is presently in Win
mpeg. 

Kaye and her husband, George Johnson live in 
Vancouver, British Columbia. They also have two 
children, Delores, who with her husband, Wally 
Trifinnson and their two children, Roa and Troy live 
in Nanaimo, British Columbia. 

Gary and his wife, Sheila, have one child, Nic
ole, live in Vancouver, British Columbia. 

By Angela and Mike Ryshytylo 

Sam Saley 
Sam Saley came to Canada in 1907, (died 1945). 

When he arrived, he worked in Prince Albert on the 
railroad. In 1910, he returned to the Ukraine for his 
wife Nellie, nee Kohuch (died 1936) and their four 
sons: Nick 9 yrs., George 7 yrs., Roy (Roman) 5 
yrs., and Mike 3 yrs. They sailed over on the ship 
Mountemple. Born in Canada were four more chil
dren: Annie, Mary, Rita and Alec. 

When Sam returned with his family, Alex 
Oryniak Sr. brought them to Rossburn to Bill Butler's 
farm. Sam worked for Bill usually during winter 
months. During summer he worked out stooking, 
etc. Sam and his family built a shanty on Butler's 
farm (on Sec. 16) out of logs and mud and a sod roof. 
There was no floor. He was issued a homestead on 
N .W. 21-21-24 and cleared the land grubbing out oak 
trees with a team of oxen. The only tools they had 
brought with them was an Austrian scythe and an 
axe. After he had cleared the land, he bought a single 
furrow plow and one cow from Sam Sawerchuk. In 
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Sam and Nellie Saley in 1935. 

1916, he bought his first team of horses. His children 
were educated in Chmelnycki School, which opened 
the year he arrived with his family. These four re
mained in the Rossburn area. 

Roy (Roman) Saley and his wife Nellie and their 
children Annie, Ernie, Florence, Tony and Ray con
tinued to live on his father's homestead. Roy died in 
1965. 

Mike married Annie Sidlar on October 30, 1936. 
They have one son Fred born September 9, 1937. 
Mike farmed George Karmazanuik's homestead S V2 
27-21-24 since 1916. His father turned it over to Mike 
in 1936. 

Annie married Nick Kozun in 1932. They had 
eight children: Morris, Edward, John, Andy, Alice, 
Nellie, Orisia (Iris) and Doreen. Annie passed away 
in 1954. 

Alec married Mary Schaworski. He passed away 
in 1956. Their children are: Bob, Judy, Betty, Barba
ra, Janette, Alec, Michael and James. Alec Jr. mar
ried Jo-Ann Levitsky and they have four sons, Justin, 
Dion, Gerrard and Kaegin. James married Delores 
Gapka. They have two children, David and Kristen. 

Submitted by Freda Butler for Mike Saley 



Left to Right: Annie Kozun (nee Saley) and Sophie Werbanski 
(nee Sawchuk). 

Saley family, from Left to Right: George, Roman, Mike, and 
Mary. 

Sawchuk 
Petro Sawchuk was born July 15, 1883 in the 

village of Selo Pawelcze, povit or municipality 
Stanislaw. Petro married Olena Kohuch in 1909 from 
the same village and municipality. Both Petro and his 
wife Olena and their first born child, a son, Alex, 
came to Canada in the year 1912. When they arrived 
at Rossbum they were then taken about 18 miles 
north of Rossbum to Sam Sawerchuk's place. He 
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came to Canada a couple of years earlier. This was 
Glen Elmo district and later was named Mears after 
the post office. Sawchuk's, like all other immigrants 
had to start their life in Canada the hard way as soon 
as they got settled at Sam Sawerchuk's. Petro went to 
work and worked out for a couple of years, going 
home very seldom to see the wife and baby, as that 
meant walking, regardless of the distance. After a 
couple of years of working out, Petro came home and 
bought a farm that the Bradshaws farmed. There was 
a house on the farm, so they soon moved and settled 
down on their own. The next thing was to start 
farming. He had to get some horses and machinery. 
There was no modem machinery those days, like 
today, and nobody could afford any. People got along 
by helping each other as much as they could. 

Mr. and Mrs. Petro Sawchuk had a family of nine 
children - four boys and five girls. All attended 
Chmelnycki school. 

Back Row, Left to Right: Alex, Sophie. Middle Row: Peter, 
Olena, Doris, Matt. Front Row: Nellie, Irene, Annie Sawchuk. 

Mr. Sawchuk helped organize and built Mohyla 
church and later helped so much to build Mears Hall, 
which was built on a comer of his farm. The oldest 
son, Alex Sawchuk, after getting out of school, went 
working out as a farm hand in neighboring districts. 
Later he was hired by Ogilvies' building and repair
ing Ogilvies' Elevators in Manitoba and Saskatche
wan. In the year 1938, Alex bought a small place and 
started a small country store in Mears, just across 
from his father's farm place. In 1939 he married Dora 
Kawka and they operated that grocery store for the 
next eight years. Alex also took the gas and oil 
business from E. E. Strong in Rossbum. Alex was 
councillor in Mears for a couple of years, then he 



bought a truck and started trucking, with the inten
tion of going into the transfer business. After 8 years 
in the store, he decided to quit and moved to town. 
He built and operated the Rossburn Transfer business 
for a number of years. He also built a home in town. 
He sold out the business which is now called the 
freighters. He worked part time with Hydro and 
Telephone. He took sick and died in 1972. Sophia 
and Doris, the two oldest girls, worked in Winnipeg 
in a glove factory for years. Sophia married Mike 
Warbansky and they farmed in Dufrost. Doris mar
ried Neil Jette, C.N. man and they live in Calgary. 
Anne married Gerald Fonseca and lives in Winnipeg. 
Anne operates a drapery shop. Gerald is an electri
cian and T.Y. man. Irene married R. Dixon and lives 
in Mississauga, Ontario. Russ drives a truck from 
coast to coast. Nellie married Mike Urban (Ur
banowsky) and they live in Charleswood. Mike is 
projectionist in a Winnipeg theatre. 

Bill, Matt and Anton worked in the mines in 
Atikokan, but in 1940 were called to the army. After 
getting some training in Canada, Matt and Bill were 
overseas until the war ended. Tony trained in Win
nipeg, Portage la Prairie and British Columbia, then 
served six months on Kiska Island. After coming 
home from the war Bill settled down on a farm at 
Dufrost. Matt took a position as a grain buyer in 
Rossburn and Birdtail. He was stricken with polio so 
he had to go to King George Hospital. After they had 
done all they could for him, he left the hospital with a 
brace and crutches. He was employed by Winnipeg 
Hydro for a number of years. Due to the after effects 
of polio he was forced to retire and is living in a home 
in Winnipeg. Anton stayed at home helping his dad 
build a home in Rossburn. Later he left for B.C. 
where he worked for a few years, then word was 
received that he died in his sleep. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sawchuk retired and left the farm. 
They moved to town in 1948, but the retirement was 
short-lived as Mr. Peter Sawchuk died on December 
23, 1953. Mrs. Sawchuk died in 1960. 

Petro and Olena's family: 
Sophia married Mike Warbansky. Their children 

are Elizabeth and Barry Warbansky. Elizabeth goes 
to University, Barry is working. 

Bill Sawchuk married Anne Dychykowsky. The 
children are Allan and Lisa. Allan works at the uni
versity. Lisa married Kenneth Luckwell who works 
for the C.N. They have one child Christopher Jason. 

Doris married Neil Jette. Their children are Billy 
and Doreen Jette. Billy married Lorraine, and they 
live in Chicago. Their two children are Roddy and 
Bobby Jette. Doreen married Rick Shandra, a garage 
man at Cochrane, Alberta. They have one child 
Tracie Lynn. 
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Matt Sawchuk - daughter Theresa Sawchuk a 
teacher, married Stanley Cwiertnia. They have two 
children, Karlyn Melissa and Leanne Jean. 

Irene married Russ Dixon. Their children are 
Christine, Gregory, Robert. 

Nellie married Mike Urban. They have three 
children: Judy, Maureen and Cheryl. Judy is a Regis
tered nurse. She married Glen Marshall. There is one 
child, Vanessa Maureen. Maureen is a Registered 
nurse. She married Myron Hutchmaker and they live 
in Saskatoon, Sask. Cheryl Urban is still at univer
sity. 

Sawchyshyl1l. 
John and Nellie Sawchyshyn (born in the 1860's) 

in the Ukraine farmed morgens of land there and 
raised their family. The area of their residence was in 
the selo (village) of Celets, powit or region 
Stanislawa near the city of Kiev. John and Nellie were 
blessed with a family of six children, Mike, Dmytro, 
Anne, Tony, Martha and Irene. Mike decided to try 
his luck by coming to Canada in 1917 and after much 
hard work earned himself enough money to buy a 
farm. Mike worked at the Seebach farm until he 
earned enough money to buy horses and the SE 
26-20-25 in the Rossburn Municipality. Mike mar
ried Paraska Olynick, daughter of Stefan and Anna 
Olynick of the Ukraine and she worked on the farm 
with him, but died at an early age. Paraska was a 
good worker and helped Mike clear land on his farm. 
Mike took pride in raising beautiful horses and cattle. 
He sold his land to his brother, and retired to the town 
of Ross burn. He married Mrs. Todosiw and they both 
lived in Rossburn until his death. 

Dmetro Sawchyshyn and nephew. (1929) 

Mike wrote to Tony, his brother in the Ukraine, 
and said he would help him start farming here. Tony 
served for three years in the Polish army in the 
Ukraine. Because of the First World War Tony did 



Mike Sawchyshyn as pictured about 1930. 

not come to Canada until May 10, 1929. He came by 
ship, then by train from the east and to the farm of his 
brother Mike. He worked for Mike helping to clear 
the trees and till the land. In the fall of 1932 he went to 
Winnipeg and had a job at the Brewery. It was here 
that he met Polly Medwid. Polly came to Canada 
from the same selo Celets and worked in Winnipeg. 
They got married in the fall of 1933 and came back to 
the farm again to his brother Mikes. Tony and Polly 
bought the SW 29-20-25 and with Mike's help they 
started a farming operation of their own. Tony built 
farm buildings and bought horses and cattle. Polly 
milked cows and kept poultry and many geese. 
Geese thrived well as there was water close by. Their 
one son John farmed with them but unfortunately 
died at an early age. 

Tony and Polly retired to live in Angusville. Both 
worked and helped the Angusville Catholic Church. 
Polly served as sister and Tony was priest attendant. 
They donated money to finish the church basement 
and a plaque is erected in the church in their honor. 
Polly made her home welcome to the priests and 
sisters. Her home was welcome to anyone as her 
friendliness and kindness made you feel welcome. 
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Left to Right: Polly, Tony, John Sawchyshyn. (1950) 

The help that the community received for the church 
will be remembered by future generations who shall 
use this church. We honor people like them who 
leave something useful for others to use by'contribu
tions such as these. 

Sam Sawerchuk 
Sam Sawerchuk was born in the village of 

Stanislav, Western Ukraine in 1866. Like a lot of 
people he decided to come to Canada, not realizing 
that they would be faced with hardships, but at least 
would have freedom. 

In May 1911 he and his wife and their only daugh
ter, Nastunia, sailed off for Canada. The trip on the 
boat took days to get here. There was a lot of sickness 
aboard. Sam and his family went to Cooks Creek 
(Oak Bank Municipality) north of Winnipeg. His 
wife passed away shortly after. 

Sam and his daughter travelled west to Rossburn 
district. Sam worked for farmers in the Birdtail Val
ley - Browns, Plants and Butlers. Nastunia worked 
for the Bill Butler family. 

In 1916 Nastunia married Alex Kohuch. Sam 
lived just a short distance from Butlers, batched for a 
few years, then Mrs. Marycia Oryniak came to live 
with him. They had a small garden, a couple of cows 
and a few chickens. Sam went out at harvest time to 
help with threshing, to earn a few cents. His main 
hobby was growing tobacco, curing and smoking it. 
He would periodically make a batch of Good Old 
Mountain Dew "just for medicinal use" he would 
say. 

I can remember one time we ate the raisins that he 
had ready to put in his starter, and Boy! Oh! Boy! did 
his old cane come after us, but we were faster than he 
was. We never tried to repeat the stunt again. 

We loved to visit Grandpa and Grandma anytime 



we went for the mail to Butlers, as that was the Post 
Office for years at Mears. 

The first Pension cheques were only $15.00 
around 1934, that was a lot of money and likely went 
further than $150.00 does now. 

Marycia passed away in 1935 or 36. She is buried 
at Mohyla Cemetery. 

Sam was lost and lonesome so he moved into a 
shanty in the ravine just south of Nick Semaniuks. As 
far as I know no one ever visited him much down 
there. 

Sam Sawerchuk in 1948. 

In 1948 Alex Kohuch (Sam's son-in-law) built a 
one-room cabin in his yard and Sam moved over. It 
was much better as there was someone to keep an eye 
on him. He had exceptional good health, helped 
around the yard when he felt like it, but mostly stayed 
in his own yard. 

Sam passed away on January 1, 1954. He was 88 
years old. He is buried at Mohyla Cemetery. 

Sam had a stepdaughter, Mrs. Tom Dychakow
sky and a stepson, Alex Oryniak. 

Written by 
Granddaughter Anne Ariss 
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Schaworski 
Karl Schaworski was born on April 26th, 1880 at 

Plaueza Mala Galicia, Austria. He immigrated to 
Canada some thirty years later, seeking employment. 
He was employed in the Dauphin area on the farm for 
several years. Then he came to Rossburn area where 
he met Annie Bartkiw. Annie was born September 
24th, 1903, at Postoliwka, Austria. She immigrated 
to Canada with her parents at the age of eight months 
old and settled in Pete's Lake area. When Annie was 
ten years old, her mother passed away with the 1914 
flu epidemic which left her to take care of her two 
younger brothers and one sister while her father 
worked during the summer months to make a living. 

Karl and Annie were married in February, 1920 at 
the Rossburn Roman Catholic Church which was 
situated on the east side of Rossman Lake. They 
resided on the farm presently known as Bill Sher
meta's on the east side of Stewarts Lake over the 
winter months. For the summer months, they worked 
for a farmer around Shoal Lake. The following sum
mer they moved to Regina area where they were 
employed by a French farmer. This farmer had a crew 
of twenty two men for harvest. 

After working in Regina area, they saved enough 
money to purchase horses to start farming. The first 
land Karl leased (presently owned by Paul Horitchie) 
for three years. Their next move was to what was 
formerly known as the John Kostesky farm at Bird
tail. 

In 1930, Karl purchased Y4 section SW 34-20-25 
from Roland Craig. There were thirty acres culti
vated and the balance was bush. With much hard 
work they cleared the bush and the house, and most 
of'the other buildings of necessity, were built with 
logs that came out of that bush. A few years later, the 
S. W. Y4 was purchased from Bill Craig for pasture. In 
later years, more land was purchased from George 
White at Birdtail. 

Karl and Annie had six children. 
Mary Saley has eight children. Alec, her hus

band, died in 1956 (November 7th.). Mary is residing 
on the former Jim Cherwonick farm at Rossburn. 

Joe and Nellie (nee Bidochka) have two children 
and reside in Winnipeg. 

Dick and Terry (nee Geras) have eleven children 
and reside in Edmonton, Alberta. 

Stanley and Adeline, (nee Kiez) have six children 
and reside on the late Andrew Tanasychuk farm. 

John and Ann, (nee Halowski) have five children 
and reside in Brandon. 

Frances Tanasychuk has two children. Her hus
band, Andrew died on January 21st. 1967. Frances 



married Peter Wladyka on November 13th., 1971. 
They now reside on the late Bill Mitchell farm. 

Karl passed away in the year of 1942 on Septem
ber 23rd., and Annie passed away on April 27th., 
1958. 

Wm. (Billy) Schilds 
Billy immigrated to Canada before the 1900's as a 

young lad, approximately 14 years of age. He was an 
orphan and believed to have come on an orphan ship 
from England with a large number of boys from the 
famous Dr. Barnardo home in England. He took up 
homesteading on N.E. Y4 20-21-24. He never took up 
permanent residence until middle age. 

When he became crippled, after an injury, he 
developed arthritis. He worked as a labourer around 
Shoal Lake and area for many years. While he was in 
Shoal Lake he met the Hiscock family trecking north 
from Rapid City in search of a homestead. He told 
them one was available on the same section that he 
had. 

Billy was well liked by his friends and couldn't 
do enough for them. But he was noted for having a 
quick temper and due to his crippled state became the 
brunt of many pranks. He entertained kids by the 
hour singing and relating fantastic stories that kept 
them entranced for hours. To end the session as the 
perfect host, he always got lunch for his guests, and 
hastily rinsed out his dirty dishes in the reservoir. 
Then dipped up the same water for the kettle to 
prepare tea, and lunch always the same - home
made bread and butter and buckwheat honey. 

Stories were told of the time the whole Birdtail 
Valley was under water in 1910 from excess rain in the 
summer months. Billy got his neighbor George 
Plante to take him over to Bill Butlers for eggs. They 
went by horse and buggy. The water was up to the 
hubs of the buggy in the middle of the yard. After a 
lot of swearing (which Billy was noted for) he 
slopped to the house and back carrying his crate of 
eggs. He placed them at his feet. On the way home 
they had to cross the river at the Indian crossing. The 
current was so strong the horse lost its footing, clam
bering up the banks - forcing the buggy back into 
the deep river. George Plante who was very tall, 
faired well. All to be seen of dwarf-sized Billy was 
his beard floating in the water, as he remained seated. 
But in the excitement either George or Billy put his 
foot right through the crate of eggs. He blamed poor 
George but it probably was Billy himself because 
George never got excited but poor Billy did. 

Billy's shanty was at the bottom of a large hill and 
young pranksters never tired of rolling rocks down to 
hit his shanty or stuff his chimney with sacks and 
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smoke him out and thought it extremely funny as he 
hobbled out coughing and swearing, waving his cane 
as he expelled words that rocked the hills. 

Billy remained a bachelor. He was the Butler 
family baby-sitter. What he taught them would make 
their mother's hair stand on end but he always was 
welcome at holiday season and spent them all at 
either Butlers or Hiscocks. Every Christmas he enter
tained the children with his favorite song about his 
horse, his cow, his sheep, his plow and all the little 
chickens round the garden. As he reached his 80 's he 
forgot them, but no one dared correct or help him or 
he would sure pound the floor with his cane in rage. 

When Billy became too old to care for himself, 
Mrs. Mary Oryniak (John) cared for him. When she 
passed away her sons Mike and Alex cared for him 
until they sold out. Mr. and Mrs. Mike Kozun cared 
for him until his death in Russell hospital around 
1952, age approximately 86. As there were no rela
tives in Rossburn, he was buried in Russell. 

Semanuik 

Submitted by his neighbours 
Butlers and Hiscocks. 

Nicola Semanuik was born in the village of 
Powelchi, powit or region Stanislawa in the Ukraine 
in 1873. Annie Mudlinsky, his wife, was born in the 
same village in 1879. Nicola and Annie both died at 
the ~ge of 82 years. Nicola had six morgs of land in 
the Ukraine. He also served in the Austrian army for 
five years. In 1900, Nicola married Annie and they 
farmed in the Ukraine. Three children, Maggie, 
Nellie, and George, were born there. One child died 
in the Ukraine. 

In 1910, the family and three children immigrated 
to Canada on the ship called "The Antwerp. " It took 
21 days to get to Canada to Halifax, N. S. They came 
to Shoal Lake by train and Nicola's brother-in-law 
Alexa Oryniak came to meet them with a team of 
oxen. They stayed and worked with the Oryniak 
family for two years. Then they went to work for a 
rancher and Annie was cook there. After this, they 
got a homestead on S W 22-21-24 and farmed there all 
his life. 

Nicola was a good carpenter and farmer before 
his sons grew up. He cut the big trees and made logs 
to make the farm buildings. Annie used to make 
marks on the trees to the river to fetch water. If she 
didn't, she might get lost. Nicola played the tam
bourine and Andrew Derlago the fiddle together for 
entertainment. Nicola and Annie worked hard stook
ing and building hay stacks together. He grew very 
tall Marquis wheat. Mr. Spilchuk, his neighbor, had a 
threshing machine with Nicola that you used to feed 
by hand. Matt, his son, used to hold bags to thresh 



grain in and they charged 10 cents a bag for thresh
ing. 

Annie made dozens of loaves of bread in an 
outdoor oven called a pyets made of clay and stones. 
After a Mohyla church service, big gatherings were 
held at the Semanuik home where Annie served 
borsch, holopchi, perogies, hyski, and sauerkraut. 
Some of the people who came to visit were Wasyl 
Derlago, Wasyl Kawka, Matt Hasuik, Alexa 
Kohuch, and Sam Saley with wives and families. 

Nicola and his neighbors built Mears Ukr. Na
tional Home with Roman Yanick as head carpenter. 
Nicola and Annie were members of the Mohyla Ukr. 
Catholic Church which was built on the same section 
as his farm. Nicola Semanuik, Alexa Oryniak, Wasyl 
Kawka and Fred Silewich built the Mohyla Church. 
The church was built of whittled logs done at a 
sawmill. 

Annie milked lots of cows and grew very large 
gardens. She used 10 pounds of rice to make cabbage 
rolls for Christmas. She used to sew clothes by hand. 

Besides the three children that came to Canada, 
seven more were born here. They were Sam, Matt, 
Dora, Marina, Mabel, Billy and Katie. They were 
educated.in Mohyla School. 

Maggie was eight years old when she came to 
Canada. She went to school and worked for farmers 
in the Solsgirth District at $10 a month. In 1921 she 
married John Barnetsky and in 1981 John and Maggie 
celebrated their sixtieth wedding anniversary with 
their eight children. They are Stella, Nancy, Mary, 
Andrew, Danny, Murray, Mildred and Virginia. John 
farmed, raised beautiful horses, and retired to live in 
Rossburn. Stella married John Lazaruk a farmer, 
storekeeper and later a mailman at St. Catherines, 
Ont. Their children are Lawrence, Orissa, Linda, 
and Jerry (twins). Nancy married Donald Yaskiw a 
cabinet maker and carpenter. Nancy works for 
Campbell's Soup Co., at Portage and their sons are 
Dennis and Ricky. Mary married Leonard Wonito
way, miner and farmer, and their children are Larry, 
Johnny and Sherry. Andrew married Mabel Check
owsky and they farmed John's home place. Their 
children are Marci, Eugene, David and Jason. Danny 
married Marci Kozak and they had five sons, Ray
mond, Dwayne, Brian, Larry and Murray is a bus 
driver in St. Catherines. Mildred, a teacher, married 
Russell Moroz, a miner, and their boys are Danny, 
Allan and Clinton. Virginia, a bank employee and 
husband Joe Borodie, teacher and now postmaster at 
Edmonton, have two daughters, Wendy and Kelly. 

Nellie married John Homenuik and they had a 
market garden farm at Selkirk. They have four 
daughters and a son. Bonnie married Lome Massey, 
a steel employee, and their children are Garry, 
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Darlene and Bonnie Lynn. Joyce married and lives in 
Washington. Her husband travels for U.S. Govern
ment and they have three children. 

Lily married Alex Netchick who operates a bait 
house. Germain married George Swystun who works 
on coach cars, and their sons are Dale and Brent. 
Nellie's only son died at an early age. 

George farmed the home place and kept a farm 
store. He married Olga Koroluk and they had two 
daughters, Verna and Lillian. Verna, who sells nur
sery plants, married Herb Ziprick a farmer, and their 
children are Shannon, Sandra, Dale and Kevin. 
Lillian married Morley Abbot, an employee of Royal 
Bank, and Morley works for Ont., Hydro. Their 
children are Mark and Katrina. 

Sam lives in Sudbury and was a boiler man for 
International Nickel. He married Annie Baydak and 
their only daughter Judy is married and lives in the 
Bahamas. 

Matt Semaniuk family in 1970. Back Row: Leonard, Glen, 
Olive, Lydia, Bob, Matt. Front Row: Elizabeth and Kelly. (1970) 

Matt, who farmed and worked at Foxwarren 
school and now lives in Foxwarren, married Olive 
Wonitoway. Their children are Lydia, Bob and 
Leonard (twins), Glen, Elizabeth and Kelly. Lydia, a 
teacher, married Allan Stainer, a farmer, and they 
have one son Mark. Bob works for International 
Harvester. He married Claudia Doran, a home econ
omist teacher. Leonard, a mechanic and artist at 
Lynn Lake, married Shirley Gunn and their sons are 
Zane and Glynnis. Glen, a steel employee, married 
Diane McLean, an accountant. Elizabeth is a secre
tary for the Brandon Police and Kelly is training for a 
hairdresser. 

Dora farmed with husband Paul Jumaga and re
tired to live at Oakburn. Their children are Elizabeth, 
Kenneth and Lawrence. 

Marina, and husband Ken King, security guard 
for Trudeau, have one daughter Margo Kena. 



Mabel married Andrew Chopp, miner and farm
er. They live in Sudbury and have one daughter, 
Betty. 

Billy and wife Mary Klywak live in Snow Lake. 
Billy works in Chisel Lake mine. Mary, mayor of 
Snow Lake, runs the Sears store. They have one son 
Richard. 

Katie and husband Cliff Strong, a U.G.G. eleva
tor agent, live in Brandon. Katie works for Wooleo. 
Their children are Nelson, Co1een and Larry. 

Nicola and Annie rest at Mohyla Church close to 
their farm home. Their faithfulness and dedication 
will never be forgotten. 

Submitted by Matt Semanuik 

Wm. Shaw 
William Shaw, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Shaw 

was born in July 1897. He had five sisters and four 
brothers. 

They lived in the Shoal Lake and Russell areas, 
prior to moving to Vista and settling on the Alex 
Cummings farm in 1911 on Section 16-19-24. 

Wm. married Linda, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wm. Cameron of Kelloe, in July 1921. They farmed 
for a short while on the N. Y2 16-19-24. In the fall of 
1927 they bought the 1. Drysdale house in Vista and 
moved it to the W Y2 8-19-24 where they continued to 
farm. 

They had four children: Elmer, Blanche, Gladys 
and Roy. They attended Perth School which was only 
Y4 of a mile away. 

Wm. (Bill) was a trustee on the Perth School 
board for many years. The only source of light in 
those days for school meetings was a coal oil lantern 
which he always took along with him, full of oil and 
shining clean globe. He also got a great kick out of 

\ horse-trading, often travelling many miles to do so 
and very seldom did he come home with the worst of 
the deal. 

The highlight of the summer was the Rossburn 
Fair. Bill took great pride in showing his horses, and 
Linda with her baking and homemade butter. Both 
came home tired but happy with their share of the 
prizes. 

Bill and Linda were both members of the Argyle 
Presbyterian Church. He was also a member of the 
Orange Lodge until the time of his death in August 
1948. 

In November of 1948 Linda sold the farm to Paul 
Chwaluk, then moved to Rossburn and lived in Mrs. 
Bill Peden's home. Then in the summer of 1950 she 
married Willard B. Eaton, minister of the United 
Church. In 1952 they moved from Rossburn to Snow
flake, Manitoba, to the pastoral charge there. Their 
next move was to Cypress River. Mr. Eaton was a 
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very devoted minister. He passed away in September 
1955. 

A year later Linda moved to Brandon and resided 
there until she passed away in September 1967. 

Elmer married Lorraine McElherne of Strathclair 
in April of 1969. He worked at Assiniboine Com
munity College in Brandon until ill health forced an 
early retirement. Elmer passed away December 19th, 
1976. 

Blanche married Douglas, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Alex Andrew in November 1948. They live in the 
Rossburn area at Lone Tree Farm. This is where the 
Lone Tree Post Office was located. 

Doug and Blanche have three children: Russell 
who married Carol Tanner, they have three children, 
Sherry, Donna and Daryl. Norman and Norma are 
twins. Norman is at home, a farm partner with his 
Dad and Russell. Norma is a Registered Nurse and is 
teaching nursing at Assiniboine Community College 
in Brandon. 

Gladys married Earle, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
George Booker, in December 1956. They farmed at 
Snowflake, Manitoba and presently reside in Mor
den. They have four children - Ron who married 
Kathy Buhr of Morden and they live on the home 
farm in Snowflake. Sheila works at Winkler in a day 
care centre. Sheldon and Lorna are still at home. 

Roy married Evelyn Bowman of Treherne in Feb
ruary 1948. They have three children - Heather, 
Wilma and Patricia. Heather married Mitch Gurr. 
They live in Texas and have two children Karen and 
Katherine. Wilma married Bob Lamey from the Mar
itimes. They live in Toronto and work at Computer 
Data Processing. Patricia married Ian Wood and lives 
in Winnipeg. Roy spent some time in the ministry. 
He also worked for eleven years for United Co-ops of 
Ontario. Presently he and his second wife Della have 
the dealership for Pure Water Distillers for all of 
Ontario. 

By Mrs. Doug Andrew 

George Sheeshka 
George Sheeshka immigrated to Canada in 1905 

at the age of 29 years from Western Ukraine. He 
stayed with his aunt, Mrs. Greskiw Skavinski. In 
1906, he married Josephine Zenchyshen who had 
immigrated from Western Ukraine. They settled on a 
homestead S.W. 7-20-22 at Olha. Land had to be 
cleared by hand. Their first home was a log house 
with clay on it. The roof was thatched and the walls 
were white-washed. They also had an outside bake 
oven. George farmed with oxen for a year. One hot 
summer day while cutting hay, the oxen decided it 
was time for a "water break." They headed straight 
for the slough. There they were - oxen, hay mower 



George and Josephine Sheeshka in 1954. 

and George - "cooling off." That's when he decid
ed horses were next. 

George and Josephine had a family of four chil
dren: Michael born on November 18, 1908, Annie 
born in 1911, Teenie born in 1912, and John born in 
1918. 

Annie married Steve Antonation and they had 
seven children. 

Teenie married Steve P. Matiowsky and they had 
three children. 

John married Berta Holmes and they had four 
children. 

Michael attended Zaporoza School and finished 
grade eight at the age of fourteen. After leaving 
school he farmed with his Dad. By the age of 19, he 
and his Dad built a new home and farm buildings on 
N.E. 1-20-23. They travelled by horses and sleigh to 
Bob Peden's Sawmill (14 miles north) to saw their 
lumber for the new buildings. In 1927, a Model Twas 
purchased and in 1929, they purchased a Titan tractor 
and a hand-fed threshing machine. They harvested 
their own crop and did custom threshing for neigh
boring farmers. 

Michael farmed with his Dad until the age of 26 
and on June 15, 1935 he married Caroline Borodie, 
daughter of the late Nykola and Mary Borodie. They 
settled on N.E. 1-20-23 in Olha. In the fall of 1935, 
Michael's parents moved to Oakbum. George con
tinued to help Michael on the farm, stooked for 
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neighbors and worked on the roads while they were 
being gravelled. George passed away at the age of 83 
and Josephine at the age of 73. 

Michael was Secretary-Treasurer for Olha 
school, president for one year and Secretary-Trea
surer of Olha Hall for several years. He was active in 
Ukrainian plays by participating in the plays and 
being an assistant director. 

In 1947, Michael sold his farm to Joe Kowal and 
bought a farm near Oakbum, R.M. of Rossbum, 
S.W. 4-19-23 from Joe Michalyshen. In 1950, he 
purchased N.W. 4-19-23 from Fred Michalyshen. 
Michael and Caroline farmed with horses in 1947 and 
1948. In 1949 they bought a Massey-Harris 44 trac
tor. 

In the 1950's, power machinery began to take 
over the horse-drawn machinery and farming became 
more progressive with the years that followed. 

Michael and Caroline have two children. Sonia 
born on October 10,1937 and Myrcel born on August 
24, 1942. 

In winter the children were transported to school 
by horse-drawn sleighs and vans. In summer and 
rainy days, transportation was by car or a horse
drawn buggy. 

Michael, Caroline and son Myrcel moved to 
Oakbum in the fall of 1959 and Michael continued 
farming until his retirement in 1971. During spring, 

Michael and Caroline Sheeshka and daughter Sonia (1941). 



summer and fall months, Michael still goes out to the 
farm and helps his son whenever he is able. 

Sonia married Tony Nowosad on October 26, 
1954 and they have three children. Pamela is in Bran
don studying architectural drafting. Clarence is in 
grade six and Stewart is in grade one. They are 
attending Oakbum Elementary School. 

Myrcel married Shirley Dml on October 16,1965 
and they have one son, David. David is attending 
Oakbum Elementary School and is in Grade seven. 

Myrcel and Shirley are now farming on what was 
his Dad's farm. 

We, as the present generatio!, have much to be 
grateful for to our parents, grandparents, and great
grandparents. They came in search of a new life in 
which they would own their own land, educate their 
children and live as free citizens of a democratic 
country. 

Myrcel and Shirley Sheeshka 

Mabel (Shaw) Sherritt. 

Shen'itt 
Mr. and Mrs. George Sherritt moved from Res

ton, Manitoba to the Rossbum district in 1930. 
They had two children, Carman and Sylvia who 

attended the Eckford School. 
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During the difficult years of the depression, Mr. 
Sherritt helped build roads with horses. 

Their daughter remembers butter being sold from 
their farm at 17 cents per pound and canned tomatoes 
could be purchased at the store for less than 10 cents 
per tin. 

In 1943, they bought S Y21O-18-25. They lived on 
this farm for the remainder of their lives. 

Mr. Sherritt passed away October 10, 1974 and 
Mrs. Sherritt lived with her son, Carman until her 
death November 16, 1976. 

Sylvia married George Ryder of Hamiota. Car
man farms his parents' land at the present time. 

George and Mable Sherritt (sitting) with Sylvia and Carman. 

James Sherritt 
Mr. and Mrs. James Sherritt and their three chil

dren, David, Pearl, and Raymond moved to the 
Rossbum district in 1924. They farmed six miles 
south of town on the Horace Carson farm. Later Mr. 
Sherritt bought the Bob Carson farm which is four 
miles south of town. Here he remained until moving 
in to Rossbum in 1948. His son, David continued to 
farm the land. 

On May 24, 1973, Mr. and Mrs. James Sherritt 
celebrated their sixty ninth wedding anniversary. 

On November 2, 1948 David married Velma 
Mack of Selkirk. A daughter was born to them, 
Rhoda Noreen. Rhoda took three years of her ele
mentary education in Rossbum. She completed her 
high school and teacher training in Brandon. Follow
ing this she taught for five years in Winnipeg. 

In 1970, Rhoda married Hessell Dethmers of 
Woodside. They have one girl who was born in 1973, 
Suzanne Jeanette. They live in Dauphin. 

In 1960, David and Velma moved to Brandon 



Mr. and Mrs. J. Sherritt on their 69th Wedding Anniversary in 
1973. 

where he was employed at Camp Shilo. They still 
reside in Brandon. 

Pearl married Allen Cameron and they had a son, 
James Ray. Ray took his education in Rossbum. He 
taught school in Portage la Prairie. Later he was 
employed in an office in Camp Shilo. On leaving 
there, he was employed with Manitoba Electric. 

Ray married and has a daughter, Sherrill, and a 
son, Randy. Ray and family now live in Winnipeg, 
after having spent several years in Grand Rapids and 
also Selkirk, Manitoba. 

Pearl went to live with her parents following 
Allen's death in 1963. She is now living in the Inter
national Nursing Home in Brandon. 

Raymond lived with his parents and took care of 
them until their death. Mr. Sherritt passed away in 
1973, and Mrs. Sherritt in 1974. Raymond passed 
away in 1976. 

Wasyl Shmyr 
Mr. Wasyl Shmyr and his wife Mary, with their 

two sons, Victor age 7 and John age 2 years, immi
grated to Canada with many others. They came from 
West Ukraine (Austria), village Skalat of 
Doapkowchiv State to Shoal Lake, May 28, 1899. 
They were taken by two wagons to north-east of 
Rossbum and were left with two big tents and plenty 
of matches and an axe. Two days later they were 
brought more food and some flour. The women folk 
were very glad of this and started building clay ovens 
to bake bread. The men were shown around different 
lands and Mr. Shmyr took up a homestead north east 
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Y4 2-20-24. He built a hut of logs and sod. There were 
other huts built by other families. 

In the fall, with other men, he went to Shoal Lake 
and Kelloe district to harvest. 

The following year, he built a house of logs with a 
thatched roof. He broke up land through the summer. 
Then each fall for a few years he went to Shoal Lake 
- Hamiota district to harvest. One fall he brought a 
wooden barrel, and a bag of salt from Kenton, to 
make sauerkraut. 

Mr. Shmyr was very good-natured and helped 
many people. He was very helpful in setting sprains 
and in some cases broken bones. He didn't like doing 
that and didn't charge anyone for it. He was even' 
very good in setting animal bones and was often 
called out to do that. 

Mr. and Mrs. Shmyr were great believers in 
church. They were among the first to start building a 
church on land donated by Mr. and Mrs. Maksym 
and Dorota Yaskiw on SE 14 12-20-24. There is a 
cemetery there also. The church was built of logs and 
later sidjng was put on. The church still stands at the 
same sight with an occasional service held there. 

Mr. Shmyr served most of his years as an elder 
until his death. Most of the ministers stayed over
night at their house and at lenten time before Easter, 
many members came to the house for lenten con
fession in the evenings. Also Bishop Nykyta Budka 
stayed with them on special church occasions. 

Mr. and Mrs. Shmyr had a family of three sons, 
Victor, John and Steve and three daughters, Natalka, 
Annie and Carolka. Carolka's twin brother died at 
birth. 

Mr. Shmyr passed away after a short illness in 
1928. His wife Mary died in 1950 at about 85 years of 
age. They are both buried at St. Peter's and Paul's 
church cemetery, known as Rossbum farm church. 

The church was restored recently and services are 
still held on St. Peter's and Paul's day on July 12th. 

They had twenty-three grandchildren. Their son, 
Victor, passed away in 1968 at the age of 77 years 
after a lengthy illness. Son, John, died in 1977 aged 
80 years, and son Steve lives in Regina. Natalka is 
widowed and is living in Shoal Lake. Carolka is living 
in Russell and daughter Annie died suddenly at age of 
68 years. 

By Eldest grandson Micheal (Mike) 

Victor and Annie Shmyr 
Victor Shmyr was the oldest son of late Wasyl and 

Mary Shmyr. He helped his parents on the farm to 
break land and later worked out for farmers around 
Vista and Kelloe district. He worked for Jim and Bob 
Brown of Vista and Bill Crowther of Kelloe. At that 
time, he helped with road building in that area. 



Victor Shmyr and Annie Malaniuk, 1912. 

In 1912 he married the oldest daughter, Annie, of 
Fred and Dora Malaniuk of Mohyla district, now 
known as Mears. They farmed across the road from 
his parents on N.W. Y4 1-20-24. They had four chil
dren. Son, Michael (Mike), Wasyl (Bill) and Alex 
who died a few months after birth and one daughter 
Marion (Mary). 

Mike was born in 1914. He went to Hranko and 
Foxwarren schools. 

Bill was born in 1917 and Marion in 1920. They 
also went to Hranko and Foxwarren School and later 
to Birtle. 

The children helped out on the farm but when 
going was tough in the dry 30's, they worked out. 

Mike married and farmed with his wife Nellie at 
Kelloe. They have a family of three sons, Edward, 
Leonard and Nestor and two daughters, Josephine 
and Jannette. They are retired and now living in 
Shoal Lake. 

Bill married, served in the army in his early 
married life and then with his wife, Margaret, took 
up farming at Shoal Lake. They have one son Mer
vyn and three daughters, Shirley, Dianne and Ber
nice. They are now retired and live in Strathc1air. 

Marion has a family of two sons - Stanley and 
Terry and two daughters, Lynn and Debra. She is 
widowed living in Edmonton, Alberta. 
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Victor passed away in 1968 at age of 77 years, 
after seven years of illness. His wife is remarried to 
Wm. Brykaliuk and lives in Rossburn. 

Written by son Michael 

John Shmyr 
John Shmyr came to Canada in 1899 from the 

Ukraine with his parents Wasyl and Marie Shmyr and 
an older brother Victor. They farmed on their home
stead in the Rossburn district. It was here that Nellie, 
Steve, Anne, and Carol were born and raised. 

John had come to Canada as a two year old and 
lived with the family until he was old enough to work 
away from home. He worked for a number offarmers 
in the area. In 1921 John married Anastasia (Nellie) 
Hrynkiw, the daughter of Steve and Mary Hrynkiw of 
Dolyny. It was in the Menzie district they set up their 
first home. 

Farming during the summer and driving school 
van to Elphinstone, John provided an income for his 
young family. It was on this farm that part of the 
family was born - daughters Mary and Kay (both 

John and Nellie Shmyr wedding picture. (1921) 



died in infancy), Steve 1925, Mike 1926, and Alex 
1927. 

Times were difficult and the land didn't produce. 
John found he and the family would have to move. 
And they did to a farm not far from Rossburn Farms 
Church, near the family homestead. 

Here daughters Anne 1929 and Rose 1930 were 
born. 

In 1931, John purchased land north of Rossman 
Lake. It was here they moved and sons Victor (1933), 
who died in infancy, Elmer (1939), and Ted (1942) 
were born. 

The older children attended Mohyla School and 
the others went to Clarke School which was only two 
miles from home. John served as trustee on the 
school board at Clarke. 

They were members of Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Rossburn Farms Church. Buried there are 
John's parents and son Victor. 

Income came from a small acreage and . large 
herds of cattle that they pastured in the Riding Moun
tain National Park. As the years passed by, John 
added more land to his farm, and they prospered. 

John was well known for his talent as a carpenter. 
He had built a number of houses and barns in the 
area. John also was able to put back dislocated joints 
and sprains. 

Nellie was often asked to be head cook at wed
dings. She enjoyed making quilts and gave them as 
wedding gifts for her granddaughters. 

After the building of the new barn - Shmyr's 

was the place where the family wedding dances were 
held. It was also the place where folks gathered 
summer weekends for the "barn dances". 

As years passed on, the children grew up and 
moved away. Left to help on the farm was Ted. In 
1968, a new home was built, and in 1974 it was 
moved into Rossburn. John sold all his farm land 
then he and Nellie retired. John lived only a short 
time here. He died AprilS, 1977. Nellie lived alone 
until illness has forced her into Shoal Lake Hospital, 
and hopefully soon, in to the Personal Care Unit in 
Shoal Lake. 
The Children: 

Steve - married Jean Yaremchuk, lives in Win
nipeg, works for home decorators, they have three 
children. Dennis and his wife Joan, Winnipeg. 
Daniel and Shelley both working in Winnipeg. 

Mike - married Hilda Kaus, lives in Atikokan, 
Ontario, worked for many years in Steep Rock Iron 
Mines, they have two children. Angela and her hus
band Perry Sharbot and their son Jason, Atikokan, 
Ontario. Kevin in high school. 

Alex - married Mildred Pawluk, farmed for a 
number of years, now lives in Rossburn and is a 
carpenter, they have five children. Betty and her 
husband Paul Melnyk, Winnipeg. Elaine and her 
daughter Vicki. Mervin, John, and Elizabeth at home 
and attending school. 

Anne - married Joe Ternowski, farmed in 
Rossburn, moved to Winnipeg where they now re
side, they have three children. Arnold and his wife 

Left to Right: Rose, Anne, Nellie, John, Steve, Mike, Alex, Elmer, Ted Shmyr. (1973) 
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Mariette and their three children, Daryl, Lisa, and 
Ian, Winnipeg. Linda and her husband Emil Kowal 
and their two children, Tami and Jason, Winnipeg. 
Joanne lives at home. 

Rose - married Walter Sheeshka, and farms 
west of Oakbum, they have three sons. Larry and his 
wife Debbie and their sons. Trent and Devin, Win
nipeg. Barry working in Winnipeg. Dennis attending 
Elphinstone Collegiate. 

Elmer - married Sally Rutkowski farmed near 
Strathclair, is now an automotive and farm imple
ment salesman and lives in Shoal Lake, they have 
two daughters. Lexie and Michelle both in school. 

Ted - lives in Winnipeg and is employed at 
Sears. 

Contributed by Sally Shmyr 

Andruch Shust 
Andruch Shust (Szust) and Rosalia Marec were 

both born in Austria and were married there. In 1900, 
they arrived in Canada with eight children, the ninth 
was born in Canada. Their children, namely: Mike, 
Steve, Mary (Mrs. Dan Cameron by first marriage, 
Mrs. Alex Fomenko by second marriage), Katie 
(Mrs. George Yaskiw), Annie (Mrs. Mike Pro
kopow), Maggie (Mrs. John Ostash), Jessie (Mrs. 
Peter Prokopow), Christina (Mrs. Nick Tysarski), 
and Agnes (Mrs. Wasyl Herchak). The family landed 
in Halifax, from there they travelled by train to Shoal 
Lake, then on to the north settlement by horse and 
wagon. Arriving also at that time and place were the 
Fiel's, Gumieny's, and a widow, Mrs. Mary Bob
inski (sister of Woytko Gumieny) with her two sons 
Joe and Walter. They lived in Buddahs near Fish Lake 
(now Rossman), until land was surveyed for home
steads. 

Andruch Shust bought a homestead NW Y4 
28-20-23 for the sum of ten dollars, and settled with 
his wife and nine children. Because of the hardships, 
the children went, one by one, to work for a living at 
a very young, age. Andruch, along with other pi
oneers, helped organize and build Sts. Peter and Paul 
Church (section 12) that still stands today. 

Mike Shust went to work for the C.N.R. at the 
Rossbum Section, and Steve walked to Hamiota and 
Decker to work for different farmers. One day Steve 
along with other boys, were on their way home from 
work when it started to rain. They took shelter in a 
church, so as to keep warm, they decided to dance a 
Kolomayka! The Shust girls also worked out for a 
meagre wage. Mary worked for three dollars per 
!ll0nth as a domestic and cranking a fanning mill to 
clean grain. 

In 1917 Steve married Annie Blaskiewicz who 
arrived in Canada in 1914 on a ship named Cythenia. 
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Her arrival was sponsored by her Uncle and Aunt, 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Blaskiewicz who lived where 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Sidlar now live. Annie fled to this 
country to escape the oppression. She worked as a 
domestic at the Peden's, and Taylor's prior to her 
marrying Steve on January 20th, 1917, in Sts. Peter 
and Paul Church (section 12) that Andruch Shust 
helped build. They lived together with Steve's par
ents for about three years. Steve had a brother-in-law 
(Mike Prokopow) who owned a quarter of land and 
was willing to sell it to Steve and Annie. This was SE 
Y4 25-20-24. During their life of six years on that 
farm, they were blessed with two children Edward, 
and Susan. In 1925 Steve and Annie, with the two 
children moved to the Ranchville district on the An
gus Grant farm SE Y4 35-20-25 where they were 
blessed with their third child, Frances. In 1930, the 
family moved to the Bill Cochrane farm SE Y4 
12-21-25 now owned by Rick Kalyniuk. Steve and 
Annie brought the parents (Andruch and Rosalia 
Shust) to live with them as the parents' health didn't 
allow them to live alone on the homestead. Rosalia 
passed away in 1933 at the age of eighty-one: six 
weeks later, Andruch passed away at the age of 
eighty-three. In 1936, another move was made to the 
George Shaw farm SWI6-19-24 where Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Bilinski now live. In 1939, once again the 
family moved to the M. R. Hamilton farm SW 
25-19-25 and purchased the farm from a widow by 
the name of Mrs. Hyde, who resided on Long Island, 
New York. Steve and Annie farmed until 1948 when 
they retired and moved into the village of Rossbum. 
Steve enjoyed helping his son Edward, who still 
resides on the same farm. 

Steve took an active part in the organization of the 
Manitoba Co-operative Elevator Association at Bird
tail and was a Director of the Rossbum Local of 
Manitoba Dairy and Poultry Co-operative. He was 
also the Secretary-Treasurer to Mohyla School 
Board, and held that position at the Sts. Peter and 
Paul Church. He helped organize and helped build 
the first Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Rossbum, in 
addition to being the Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Rossbum parish for some time. 

Steve passed away in September 1964 after a 
prolonged illness. Annie still resides in Rossbum and 
is always glad when her children come to visit with 
her or run errands for her. 

Edward married Anne Kurchaba from Oakbum 
in 1946 and were blessed with two children, Dianne 
and Ryan. Dianne married Const. Bert Clarke, from 
Newfoundland: and Ryan married Vemice Pirie of 
Winnipeg. Ed and Anne have two grandchildren. 

Susan married Tom Charney in 1942 and they 
were blessed with seven children: Leona (married 



Eugene Yanick of Oakburn); Zelma (married Orest 
Salyn of Wroxton); Kenneth (married Beverley 
Yaskiw of Birtle); Eddy (married Phyllis Hrubeniuk 
of Rossburn); Betty (married Ed Budz of Rossburn); 
Mathew and Ricky. Tom and Susan reside in 
Rossburn and have fifteen grandchildren. 

Frances married Mike Kostesky in 1946. They 
were blessed with nine children: Gloria (married 
Gary Rubeniuk of Angusville); Myrna (married Nes
ter Pushka of Rossburn); Lucas (married Debbie 
Naherniak of Russell); Vincent (married Maureen 
Dushnisky of Birtle); Leonard (married Angela Ka
lyniuk of Rossburn); Bernadine; Bonnie; a baby girl 
died in 1962; and Irvin. Mike and Frances reside near 
Rossburn and have two grandchildren. 

Shwaluk 
In March of 1899 Kindrat and Teklia Shwaluk 

decided to leave the village of Elawcha in the 
Terebowlia district of West Ukraine where they had 
only 8 acres of land and immigrate to Canada·. They 
arrived in Canada on May 10, 1899, accompanied by 
their two sons, Peter-18, John-IS, and their only 
daughter Anna and her husband and child, S year old 
Joseph. 

After buying necessities and resting at Selkirk 
and Strathclair for a few days, the settlers were set up 
in tents until their homesteads were designated to 
them. Joseph, the S year old, died of scarlet fever on 
the second night. Thirty-eight children and three 
adults died of the dreaded disease in the next three 
weeks. This grave site near Patterson Lake is still 
commemorated with a memorial stone. 

The entire family was assigned to different quar
ters of section 34, township 19, range 23. They all 
settled to lives of hardship. The land of their dreams 
was more like a nightmare. The hilly clay land was 
covered with bush and a good mixture uf stones. 
Their first dwellings were huts dug partially into a 
hillside and covered with sod. These were not ideal 
homes but they were cosier than tents. 

When some of the bush had been cleared and a 
small amount of livestock was purchased with the 
few dollars that remained after travel expenses had 
been paid, the young men went looking for work. 
They headed south to the farms that had been settled 
in the early 1870's. Work was difficult to find and it 
paid $IS.00 a month for the summer months and 
$1.00 a day during threshing time. 

Kindrat was a carpenter. He had brought his tools 
with him, and he made furniture and household uten
sils for his family and neighbors. Teklia was a mid
wife and delivered many babies. 

In 1901 a Roman Catholic Church was organized 
by Father Achil Dalare, a Redemptorist Catholic 
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priest of Belgian origin. The Ukrainian and Polish 
people gathered together and built a church, St. John 
Cantius, on a portion of section 24-19-23. 

Despite the dreams of building a real house for 
his wife and family, Kindrat Shwaluk died in 1902 at 
the age of S6 years and was buried in the cemetery 
near the church that he and his family had helped to 
build. 

Teklia Shwaluk and her second husband, Michael Holowetsky. 

In the spring of 1903 Teklia Shwaluk remarried. 
Michael Holowetsky was a man who had immigrated 
to Canada from the district of Horodenka in the West 
Ukraine. Michael had come to Canada with a wife 
and five daughters. Two of these daughters died dur
ing the few days the settlers were in Strathclair and 
the other three perished while the settlers were in the 
tents at Patterson Lake. Michael's wife passed away 
soon after they moved to their homestead. 

Teklia and Michael lived and worked with 
Teklia's children on their homesteads. Michael 
passed away at the age of 97 in 1941. Teklia passed 
away at the age of 90 years in 1944. They are interred 
side by side in the cemetery at Olha where they had 
been church members since 1905. 

In 1900 Peter the eldest son married Michelina 
Hrytsak. The Hrytsak family came to Canada from 
the village ofPelatkiwtsi in the district of Borschiw in 
the West Ukraine, also in May 1899. 



Peter and Michaelena Shwaluk. 

Peter and Michelina had seven children. Joseph 
was born in 1902, Wasyl in 1903, but he passed away 
at the age of four months, Michael in 1905, William 
in 1909, Nicholas in 1914, Anna in 1918 and Dmitro 
(Matt) in 1925. 

In January 1904 John, second son of Kindrat, 
married Ann Twerdun and they had four sons; Peter 
was born in 1905, Michael in 1908, Mathew in 1910 
and Joseph in 1927. 

In 1904 a Ukrainian Catholic Parish Church was 
organized at Olha by Reverend Hura. Peter and John 
and Anton Kalyshyn served as elders and worked on 
various committees. Peter served as Secretary-Trea
surer for a number of years. 

Olha school was built on Anton Kalyshyn's farm 
in 1907. The first teacher was Mr. Basarabovich. All 
of Peter's and John's children attended this school. 

Life could be very difficult and frustrating in the 
early homesteading years. On one occasion Peter 
Shwaluk had a team of horses and a two year old colt 
wander away. Peter spent six weeks on foot searching 
for those horses. He found them finally, near Rapid 
City, and brought them home. Within a year, they all 
died of swamp fever. 

After some of the land was cleared several of the 
farmers went together and bought a McCormick 
binder and a steam threshing machine. 
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In 1911 Peter and John and a neighbor, Harry 
Maduke, purchased a Waterloo portable steam en
gine, which was conveyed by four horses, a Sawyer 
anp Massey separator, equipped with a self-feeder 
and straw stacker. This was quite an improvement 
over the first outfit. 

After World War 1 prices on grain and cattle were 
up and the first generation Ukrainians went out to 
join the work force. In 1918 Joseph was sixteen years 
old and he went to work near Solsgirth for seven 
months and earned $420.00. 

Shortly after this the Wheat Board was discon
tinued and wheat prices rose to $3.50 a bushel. Peter 
Shwaluk bought a quarter section near Vista. With 
prices at an all time high it should have taken no time 
at all to payoff the land, but in 1920 wheat fell to 80¢ 
a bushel and beef was 5¢ a pound. 

A period of more hardship followed. 
Joseph married Frances Glushka in 1923 and 

eventually in 1925 after cutting lumber at Peden's 
mill from spruce that he felled at Riding Mountain 
National Park, Joseph and Francis built a tiny house 
near Vista. They raised six children on this land. 

Along with the hardships of drought, no rust 
resistant wheat, hail and poverty, four of Joseph's 
family had to have surgery for ruptured appendix in 
the span of three years. Even though Dr. Bardal's bill 
was only $100.00 and hospital costs were a $l.75 a 
day the expense was exorbitant because some of the 

Anna Shwaluk and her husband, Anton Kalyshyn. 



family members were in hospital for as long as four 
weeks and there was absolutely no money around. 
This was certainly a time of self denial. 

Gradually all the first generation Shwaluk's left 
the original homestead and purchased land around 
Vista, Oakburn and Shoal Lake. With hard work, no 
luxuries and working as a family to purchase land and 
machinery, these people were able to establish good 
lives for themselves and their children. 

Anna and Anton Kalyshyn had no children other 
than their young lad Joseph who died of scarlet fever. 
Anton passed away in 1924 at the age of 60. Anna 
passed away in 1957 at the age of 82. 

Peter passed away on March 6, 1959 at the age of 
77. Michelina lived to the age of 92 and she passed 
away in 1976. 

They left a long line of descendants; Joseph mar
ried to Frances Glushka has six children, twenty-two 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. 

Michael, married to Ann Ference, has four chil
dren and ten grandchildren. 

William married to Ann Nowosad, has four chil
dren and thirteen grandchildren. 

Nicholas married Pauline Kalyniak, has one child 
and two grandchildren. 

Anna married to John Antonation (now de
ceased) has four living children, (a little girl died at 
the age of seven) and five grandchildren. 

Matt, the youngest, married to Lena Peech, has 
two children and three grandchildren. 

John, second son of Kindrat, passed away at the 
age of 86 in 1969. Anna, his widow is 93 and lives in 
the nursing home at Shoal Lake. 

Their eldest son Peter is a retired priest. 

Mike married Mary Luhowy and has four living 
children. One daughter passed away several years 
ago. There are eleven grandchildren. 

Matt never married and now lives in Winnipeg. 

Joe married Gay Lacelle and has three living 
children. One son passed away at the age of seven
teen. There is one grandchild. 

Because Kindrat and Teklia were concerned for 
their children and had the strength and fore-sight to 
leave the country that they loved so dearly, we the 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren have a life of 
comfort and freedom. We are all indebted to these 
ancestors. 

by Joe Shwaluk 

Back Row, Left to Right: Joseph, Michael, William, Nicholas, Ann Antonation, Matt Shwaluk. Front Row, Left to Right: Frances, 
Ann, Ann, Pauline, Lena Shwaluk. 
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Sianchuk 
My father and mother, Joseph and Emelia Sian

chuk and their eldest child, William emigrated from 
Kudrynci in the Kiev area about 1898. After a short 
period of working for established farmers, they set
tled on the S.E. Y4 18-20-24 Rossburn Municipality. 
Here, ten children were born to them, Mary, Annie, 
Paul, Michael, John, Jenny, Pauline, Jean, Tillie and 
Peter. The home they built is still there and today is 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Gluch. 

In 1917, the family moved to the Krasne area in 
Saskatchewan and here Metro was born, only to die 
at 18 months in the flu epidemic. For some time after 
the family moved to Saskatchewan they hauled sup
plies from Sheho, many miles east. Emelia's father 
and mother Mr. and Mrs. Zachary Dimminuik, also 
emigrated to Rossburn, also her brother Michael. 
Mrs. Dimminuik died in her late 40's but Mr. Dim
minuik lived to the age of 102. 

When the family moved to Saskatchewan, 
William was taking his teacher's training and he 
remained in Manitoba. He taught at country schools 
all over the province - Netley, Elphinstone, Beause
jour, to name a few. He died recently in East Selkirk 
at the age of 78 . 

In 1928, the town of Wishart came into being and 
Joseph, my father, hauled lumber from the newly 
opened lumberyard, to build the house where my 
wife and I live today. 

My father died in 1964 at the age of 96 years, but 
my mother died a month short of her 103rd birthday. 

My wife and I are writing this after a visit to 
Rossman Lake and Rossburn. I was a year old when 
the family moved to Saskatchewan. I am 64 years old 
now and this is the first visit to the place of my birth. 
Needless to say, I don't recognize anything and I'm 
quite certain no one knows me. 

We visited Mr. and Mrs. Peter Gluch, who live on 
the old home place now, Peter Gluch, is, I under
stand, over 80 years old and they both seem quite 
happy living by themselves on the farm, four miles 
from town. I find this somehow satisfying compared 
to living with all the super-duper conveniences of 
retirement homes. 

On our next visit, my wife and I intend to walk 
over the farm, and perhaps ask for a pail of soil to 
take home to Saskatchewan. We have in mind a pail 
of good gravel of which Wishart is in woefully short 
supply. 

My brothers and sisters are scattered, far and 
wide. Mary, Mrs. Truman Ritchie, a widow, now 
lives in Saskatoon. She had two children: Albert and 
Edna. 

Annie died a single girl at the age of 44. 
Paul worked most of his life in Toronto and died a 

bachelor in Wishart at the age of 75 years. 
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Michael became a priest and is now Father Mat
thew, retired in Vancouver. 

John is living and working in Wynyard. He 
farmed most of his life on the next quarter to the 
home place. 

Jenny, Mrs. Peter Kachaluba, is living retired 
with her husband in Blairmore, Alberta. She had 
three children, Raymond, Emelia and Marie-Anne. 

Pauline joined the order of Sister Servants of 
Mary Immaculate and became Sister Sophronia. She 
is still active in Pastoral Care in Winnipeg. 

Jean and Joe Sworak are living on their farm near 
Wishart where they farmed most of their married life. 
Joe also worked on construction. They have a son 
Orest and a daughter Sonia. 

Tillie, Mrs. Edward Watson is a widow, living in 
Wishart. She has three sons: Andrew, David and 
Lewis. 

I married my wife, Sheila, overseas in England 
and we have five children - Laurence, Cherilyn, 
Wilma, Peter, and Pamela. We still live in the house 
my father built, but I have retired from farming. My 
son, Peter, is now farming the family farm. Our five 
children are all married and we have five grand
children. 

I still marvel at the ability of my parents to raise a 
family of eleven children on one quarter of sandy soil 
and think it is a living proof of their tenacity and 
endurance. Indeed the same is true of all our pioneer 
fathers and mothers. 

by Peter Sianchuk 

Sicinski and Kotes (Cottes) 
My grandfather, Adam Sicinski, married Pearl 

Antonyshyn in Wasatni, Austria. They came to Can
ada in 1899. 

They farmed north of Oakburn in Township 19, 
Range 23 west of first Med., Section 20, Munic
ipality of Rossburn. 

They built a house of logs, a barn and a chicken 
house and plastered it with clay. 

They had four sons and two daughters, all born in 
Canada except for Mary. Mary died and was buried 
on their farm. The other children's names were 
Frank, Tom, Paul, Nellie and Joe. 

My grandpa (Adam Sicinski) died in 1914 at 
Winnipeg Hospital and was buried there. 

Later grandma remarried to Fred Macyshyn and 
they resided in Oakburn. 

Grandma had a brother named John Antonyshyn 
and he resided in Rossburn for many years. 

Her son Tom passed away 1965 in Holland, Man
itoba, Nellie passed away August 31, 1948 in Car
ville, Saskatchewan, Joe passed away in 1947 in 
Winnipeg Beach. Grandma passed away April 21, 
1959 at age 89 and is buried at St. Catherine Roman 



Pearl Sicinski and son Paul. (1920) 

Catholic Church Cemetery in Oakburn. Paul and his 
wife, Caroline, are living in Russell. 

My grandfather, Joseph Kotes (Cottes), married 
Sophie Melniczyn in the old country in Trimbolia, 
Austria. They came to Canada on May 9, 1899, 
arrived in Port of Halifax on a boat named SS 
Brusilia, and settled in Marco, in Rossburn Munic
ipality. I don't know what possessions, if any, our 
grandparents brought with them when they came to 
Canada. I often say now that it is too bad that we 
didn't ask them about their experience in the old 
country and the life they had when they came to 
Canada. I'm sure they had a lot of interesting stories 
to tell. 

I know that they built a one room house out of 
logs and plastered it with clay. They had 6 children, 
twins - Frank and Catherine born in Trimbolia and 
both died there. John and Rose were born there too 
and came to Canada with their parents. Mike, Cath
erine, Margaret and Lucas were born in Marco. Lu
cas died when he was 2 years old and was buried in 
St. Johns Roman Catholic Cemetery. 

October 21, 1908 grandpa was killed in Hamiota 
while helping with the threshing. He fell into the 
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Sophie Cottes, and son John. (1913) 

threshing machine, but none of the workers would 
tell grandma how it happened. He also was buried at 
St. Johns Roman Catholic Cemetery. Grandma was 
left to raise 5 children. 

As her children grew older, her son Mike stayed 
on the farm and had a separate house with his wife, 
Ann, and grandma still lived on in her one room 
house. 

Later they all moved to Menzie where grandma 
died on Feb. 22, 1953 at the age of 90. She is buried 
in the Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery at Menzie. 

Her daughter Rose died 1973 in San Diego, Cal
ifornia, U.S.A. 

Son John died 1973 in Grandview, Man. 
Daughter Margaret died June 5, 1976 in Toronto, 

Ontario. 
Son Mike is living in Shoal Lake, Manitoba. 
My dad, Frank Sicinski, born September 25, 

1899 was baptized in St. Johns Cantius Roman Cath-



olic Church by Father Adalbert KUlaway. He went to 
St. John Kant School located 4 miles north of Oak
burn which was built in 1907 and was replaced with 
King George School in 1918. Mr. Wowk was his 
teacher. He didn't go to school very long, only to 
grade two because his dad died and he had to help on 
the farm. 

My mother's name was Catherine Kotes (Cottes). 
Their name, along the way had been changed to a 
different spelling so I don't know which one is right. 
Mother was born in Marco on September 15, 1902. 
She was baptized in St. Johns Cantius Roman Cath
olic Church by Father A. Declaere. 

Catherine and Frank Sicinski in the 1920s. 

My dad age 19 and mother age 17 were married in 
St. Johns Cantius Church on February 22, 1919 by 
Father Polacinski. 

After they were married, they lived with his 
mother on the farm for a couple of years. Then they 
decided to buy a farm of their own west of Shoal 
Lake. The grain price was high at that time. A year or 
so later the grain price dropped so low that they 
couldn't make their payments and they lost the farm. 

They decided to move 8 miles north of Oakburn 
close to his mother's farm by Duck Lake and built a 
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two storey house of logs and plastered it with clay. 
The wide plank boards were used for the floors. 

In 1920, their first daughter named Margaret died 
when she was only three months old. She is buried at 
St. Johns Catholic Cemetery. They had 4 other chil
dren Mary, Joyce, Margaret and Elsie. 

Dad worked at various places. He worked one 
summer on the farm for Mr. Waytt and also he 
worked for Mr. Wyman. In the winter he'd go trap
ping. He'd leave about 5 a.m. to check his trap line 
and he didn't come home till dark. A lot of times he'd 
have quite a few furs. He was very tired from all that 
walking in deep snow. He took all his furs to Mr. 
Unikow in Oakburn in exchange for groceries. We 
often mention now, "If only dad had the snow ma
chines then, that we have now, he sure would have 
been very happy. " 

In the summer he'd be doing carpentry work. 
Most of the time people had no money to pay him for 
his work, so he'd have to wait till fall when they 
threshed and sold their grain. There were times that 
he couldn't collect his money for his work. The 
wages were very low at that time. He worked for 75 
cents a day. Times were hard for a lot of people. The 
government was giving $5.00 a month for relief, for 
the people that needed it. Dad was too proud and 
would not think of taking the $5.00. Dad was a very 
good natured man, very kind and a good father to us. 

My mother was only 5 ft. 2 in. but she had a lot of 
strength for her size. She'd go and help our neigh
bors, Mr. Paul Bewza and Mr. Mike Bewza and John 
Drozda with the stooking and threshing. She'd shov
el the grain with the shovel off the wagon into the 
granary. I remember her lifting a hundred lb. bag of 
sugar and carrying it upstairs to the second floor. 
When it came time to put new clay on our houses, 
mother, with the help of her friends and us kids, 
would have the house plastered and whitewashed in 
no time. To make the plaster we had to get a certain 
kind of clay and put water and straw in it and we 
tramped it with our feet till it was smooth. Then we 
put it on the walls and smoothed it off with a bit of 
water. 

She'd also have beautiful garden and seeded 
grain by hand and cut it down in the fall with a scythe 
and tied them up in sheaves and later fed it to the 
chickens. We had a couple of cows and pigs too. 

For entertainment, mom and dad used to go to 
Bewza's and Nick Mychasiw's place to play cards 
and they would come and visit them too. There were 
concerts in Olha Hall on Mother's Day and picnics at 
the churches and Christmas Concerts at school and 
Ukrainian Weddings. 

Mother liked to sing and compose her own songs, 
so she was always asked to sing at the weddings. She 



sang happy songs and some sad ones. The sad ones 
would always make people cry. Then they would say 
what a nice song it was. 

Mother was a person that spoke to everyone and 
joked and always enjoyed herself at the weddings. 
She also liked reading. Though she didn't go to 
school, her mother taught her and the rest of the 
family to read in Ukrainian. She exchanged books 
with our neighbor Alex Yanick. Alex used to come 
and visit dad and mom and he'd stay tillS a.m. telling 
the whole story that he had read in one of his books. 

Mom would tell us stories and sing for us when 
we were going to bed, especially when we were 
waiting for dad to come home from town. Rossburn 
was too far from our place so he'd go to Oakburn. He 
would go every once in two weeks or so to get mail 
and groceries from town. If there was no neighbor in 
town to give him a ride back, he'd walk the 9 miles 
with a jute bag of groceries on his back. When we 
heard dad's footsteps we'd all run downstairs with 
such excitement to greet him. Even with all that 
walking, he'd still have a big smile for us when we 
met him at the door. 

We didn't have much in material things but we 
have very nice memories of our parents. 

In 1928-1938, we had no horses or any transpor
tation so the whole family did a lot of walking. We 
walked to school 4Y2 miles one way to King George 
School. If it was raining we'd take our shoes off and 
walk bare feet till we got close to school. Then we'd 
wash our feet in the puddle of water and then we'd put 
our shoes on. We knew dad wouldn't be able to buy 
us another pair soon. When our shoes were bought 
they weren't fitted very well, so we'd have a lot of 
blisters on our heels. 

When Sunday came the whole family would walk 
to church. That again was 4 miles one way. We did a 
lot of walking in our days. 

Winter was pretty tough. We missed a lot of 
school days. It was either too stormy or too cold. I 
remember the time it was so cold that my sister froze 
her hands to the elbows going to school. My oldest 
sister sent her back home and the three of us con
tinued on to school. Sometimes when we'd start from 
home it was beautiful weather, but by 4 p.m. it got to 
be very stormy and never would the teachers let the 
kids out of school earlier (nowadays they shut down 
the schools). Our neighbors would come with a team 
of horses and sleigh to pick their kids up, so we'd get 
a ride with them and they would drop us off at the 
corner and we'd only walk a mile. Mother would 
come to meet us with white sugar bags made into 
kerchiefs and wrapped our heads. She'd walk ahead 
of us to make a trail. We had to cross the lake and it 
was easy to get lost. It did happen once. My SIster 
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Mary got lost in the storm and was a mile off the track 
in a different direction. Mother found her by holler
ing to her and by her answering back. It was nothing 
for us to walk 9 miles to town when we were 8 or 9 
years old and return home the same day. 

My grandmother lived in Oakburn and we always 
liked to visit her. We knew that she would put a nickel 
under the cup of tea that she served us and we'd buy 
an ice cream cone. 

But we had some happy occasions too. Christmas 
was such an exciting time. There were no Christmas 
presents except one from school for 25 cents. But the 
preparations of food and getting the house spic and 
span and bringing the hay in the house to put under 
the table, and expecting company was something we 
could hardly wait for. 

Uncle Mike Cottes and Aunt Ann and grandma 
came over once in a while to visit us, but it was 
something very special waiting for them to come for 
Christmas Eve Supper. What an exciting night it was 
for us. We'd run outside every few minutes to listen if 
we could hear the horses hoofs and sound of the 
sleigh rubbing on the snow and making that squeaky 
sound. When they arrived we all joined in for prayers 
and had our Christmas Eve Supper. Grandma always 
brought hazel nuts that she picked in the fall. She'd 
scatter a few under the table in the hay after supper 
and that kept us kids busy for awhile. The rest of the 
evening we were Christmas Caroling. 

My sisters and I, all at the age of fourteen, quit 
school and went and got jobs. In 1936 my oldest 
sister worked for $5.00 per month on the farm. She 
milked cows, baked bread, and hauled cream to the 
creamery and many other jobs that had to be done. 

My second sister worked at one place for 2 
months and they didn't have the money to pay her, so 
they gave her 2 geese to take home. Another place 
she worked at was near Hamiota. She wanted to go 
home but the employer didn't want her to leave, so 
my sister packed her suitcase and started to walk 
home. She lost her month wages and they didn't even 
pay her bus fare. She was planning to walk all the 
way home. The bus driver saw her walking with a 
suitcase and picked her up and gave her a free ride. 

In 1937-1939 the wages were getting better. My 
sister and I got $10 .00 per month. (When I look at the 
fourteen year old kids now, it makes me wonder how 
we managed.) 

In 1939 Dad decided to buy four lots in Oakburn 
from Mr. Fishman and he built a four room house. 

He built a lot of homes, barns and granaries and 
churches around Rossburn, Oakburn, Angusville 
and Shoal Lake. He was one of the carpenters that 
built the Roman Catholic Church in Rossburn. In 
1947 Dad and Paul Hrytsak constructed St. Cath-



erines Roman Catholic Church in Oakburn. In 1934 
he also repaired and painted the Assumption Roman 
Catholic Church. In 1953 he built an addition to St. 
Elizabeth Church in Thunder Bay, Ont. 

Mother made a lot of hand made quilts and gave 
one for each child and one to each grandchild. 

They celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
on February 22, 1969. Dad passed away January 2, 
1972 at the age of 72 and Mom passed away June 8, 
1977 at the age of 74. Both are at rest in the St. 
Catherine Roman Catholic Cemetery in Oakburn. 

Their children: 
Mary married John Bruce in Grande Prairie, Al

berta, living at present in Thunder Bay, Ontario. She 
has four children and ten grandchildren. 

Joyce married Ed Skarupski in Winnipeg, Man
itoba living at present in Toronto, Ontario. She has 
one son and two grandchildren. 

Margaret married Joe Stoyanowich in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba and is still living in Winnipeg. She has two 
children and one grandchild. 

Elsie married James Hodwitz in Oakburn, Man
itoba, living at present in Thunder Bay, Ontario. She 
has three children and four grandchildren. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Sidlar in 1913. 
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Sidhu 
My grandmother, Hapa Sidlar, and her son, 

Mike, came to Canada with her Aunt and Uncle, Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Korowski in 1900 from Sachewku, 
Austria. Mike was only ten years old at that time. 
They came as far as Shoal Lake by train, and from 
there they came to one mile from Rossman Lake. 
Later Grandma bought a farm in the area which is 
now Rossman Lake Resort. Hapa died in 1924. 

Her son, Mike farmed at Rossman Lake. He 
married Nellie Michalyshyn in 1912 who came to 
Canada in 1910 from Elawche in Ukraine. He 
worked at Bob Brown's Ranch and at Bob Peden's 
Mill, in the Riding Mountain National Park, during 
the winter months. 

Mike and Nellie had nine children, namely -
Annie (Mrs. Mike Saley), Bill, Joe, Steve, Mary, 
Teenie, Fred, Paul, Lena and John. 

Mike and Nellie Sidlar both died in 1946. 
Annie Sidlar married Mike Saley of Mears dis

trict on October 30, 1936. They have one son, Fred, 
born September 9, 1937. He lives at home and farms 
with his father. 

Sidlar, Nidwla 
Nickola and Frances Sidlar immigrated to Cana

da from the Ukraine in the Spring of 1899 with their 
four children, Mary, Wasyl, Nellie and Anne. Then 
in 1900 John was born and Joseph in 1902. 

Nikola and Frances Sidlar. 



At first they lived in a budda until later when they 
built a home. They settled on S.E. Y4 of 4-20-24 in 
the Rural Municipality of Rossburn. 

Nickola worked for William McDonald for a 
number of years during which time he was able to 
break some of his land. 

Nickola passed away in 1944 and Frances in 1951. 
The Family-
Mary - married Nykefor Panas. 
Wasyl- married Annie Pokropywny. 
Nellie - married John Ryshytylo. 
Anne - died at twelve years of age. 
John - married Alice Hrankowski. 
Joseph - remained single and farmed his par

ents' homestead until 1969 when he retired and 
moved to the village of Rossburn where he still 
resides. 

Wasyl Sidlar 
Wasyl Sidlar worked on railway construction for 

a while and also for farmers. He acquired a quarter 
section of land in the Rural Municipality of 
Rossburn, N.W. 3-20-24. 

On January 19, 1911 he married Annie 
Pokropywny. In 1912, a son Dmytro, was born, the 
first of their six children. They were Teenie, Peter, 
Mike, Nick and Mary. 

In 1920, Wasyl bought a new Model T Ford car. 
The price of the car at that time was $1,100.00. In the 
1930's, when the hard times came, and he couldn't 
afford to buy the license and gasoline, the car was put 
away in the garage until better times to come later. 

The family was all musically talented. They had 
an orchestra and played for many country dances, 
weddings and parties. However, during the Second 
World War the boys entered the Army, and that was 
the end of the orchestra. Mike served in the Forces in 
Canada and Nick served over seas. Peter continued to 
play in Dune McIntyre's orchestra and also with Joe 
Berehulka, The Rhythm Ramblers. 

Wasyl and Annie Sidlar moved to the village of 
Rossburn in 1965. He was predeceased by his wife on 
December 27, 1966. He lived in Rossburn until his 
passing on April 27, 1977. 

The Family-
Dmytro (Matt) - was a farmer. He married 

Helen Dunits and moved into the village of 
Rossburn. He worked with construction of Pool Ele
vators. 

Teenie- married Mike Osadec who had a black
smith shop in Rossburn. Later they moved to St. 
Catharines, Ontario, where he was employed in 
Hayes Steel Factory. They are now retired. They have 
two children, Emily and Donald. 

Peter - married Phyllis Slobodeski and farmed 
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Teenie (Sidlar) Osadec standing on running board of Wasyl 
Sidlar's car. 

in the Rossburn district. They have one daughter, 
Linda. 

Mike - served in the Second World War. When 
he returned, he took up tailoring. He married Teenie 
Borowski. They have two children, Dennis and Deb
bie and they reside in Winnipeg. 

Nick - served in the Second World War and 
went overseas. He spent a summer at home when he 
returned. Then he went to St. Catharines where he 
was employed at Hayes Steel Factory. He married 
Margaret Lenart. He was employed later with Ford 
Company and also fruit farmed. They have four 
children, Edward, Garry, Jane and Joan, who are 
twins. Nick died in 1979. 

Mary - married John Kosteski. He works with 
construction and mechanics in St. Catharines. They 
have five children, Marian, Darlene, Janice, Lau
rielynn and Kenneth. 

Francis (Frank) Simpson 
Francis was the eldest son of Thomas and Hannah 

Simpson, born November 15, 1885 in the village of 
Rhodes in the parish of Middleton, Lancashire, En
gland. 

He was raised among farming conditions, butch
ering and selling dairy products. Farming was not 
profitable as rent had to be paid to the former tenant, 
rent and taxes to municipality. Restrictions included 
getting permission to plow for crops and 2/3 of the 
land reserved in meadow and pasture. A load of 
produce sold required a load of fertilizer or lime to be 
brought in. 

At age twenty, he was started in a butcher shop 
but was not patterned for a retail shopkeeper. He 
began to read about the origins of the livestock. 
Looking for land that was cheap or free, he decided 
Australia and New Zealand were too far away and 
United States required allegiance, giving up land of 
birth. 

In 1882, he decided to come to Canada. He left 
Liverpool March 15 on the steamship "Peruvian" of 



the Allan Line - a vessel of three thousand tons - to 
spend the eleven days to reach Halifax. The berth was 
a chip mattress with a cork pillow and his own shawl 
and small rugs. Food was gruel, diseased potatoes, 
coarse fish and an occasional cup of tea. 

Landing at Halifax, he purchased bread, syrup, 
canned meat and a heavier cap for $1.50. 

They travelled by train through Toronto to Win
nipeg, arriving Sunday, April 1. As the fuel was 
done, the car became very cold so they found a 
discarded school used for immigrants - upstairs for 
families, downstairs for single men with a stove on 
each floor. Food was obtained at a place called 
"Farmers Rest" and was a pot of tea, bread and a 
pig's head. Next day they made porridge with syrup 
and got liver, bacon and tea. 

It was very windy so the railroad was blocked 
west. They got chances to go out on some river to 
guide logs and keep them moving onward in the 
water. The wages were a possible three dollars a day, 
dawn till dark, but no pay till the water would flow. 

On Tuesday men were wanted on the C.P.R. to 
dig snow. Each man got a new shovel and a number 
for an identification mark. They went out 25 miles 
accompanied by three engines and a snow plow. The 
routine was to push the snow plow till it got stuck and 
dig it out. The snow plow would back up and then the 
snow would fly as the crust had been broken by the 
men. Some banks were eight feet deep. At noon, 
lunch was served - two men stood at the door of a 
box car, one threw out a loaf to serve two men and the 
other threw out tins of beef - one for two men. 
Drink was water. Pay was 25 cents an hour from 
starting till arrival back in Winnipeg. The sun was 
shining brightly and a cold wind blowing so his face 
and eyes became sore. That night in the Winnipeg 
school house, he used tea leaves as an eye poultice 
and had to stay in with snow blindness. 

The following Monday - April 9, he booked the 
train west for Brandon. There, the boarding house 
was very hot in the evening, but, by two A.M., too 
cold to rest. Brandon seemed to be a city of tents -
large tents served as barns - and high prices. 

Francis and his friend bought a yoke of oxen, 
harness, plow, sleigh to put trunks on and left at noon 
for Rapid City and on to Shoal Lake where they knew 
there were Mounted Police Barricks. They stayed 
overnight in a log house at Shoal Lake and next day 
made only 8 miles on the melting trail to John 
McLeans. The following day they reached A. 
(Sandy) McDonalds. 

In April, they decided to go to Birtle and get 
entries for the land so that anything they did on the 
land would be protected as lawful. Francis made an 
agreement with McDonald to work for him for one 
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month and to get another month's free board in order 
to make a start on his own land. After plowing, 
seeding was by hand and followed by the harrows 
twice. He cut forty logs to build a house 14 by 16 feet 
with a doorway and a window. A cellar dug from the 
dry sandy soil was for vegetable storage. Food was 3 
sacks of ground wheat for $9.00, baked by another 
settler's wife for $3.00 for 5-6 loaves a week, fat 
bacon (sow belly) and scarce butter. Surface water 
was boiled until a well dug to 9 feet produced water. 
He allowed his brown beard to grow long. 

On September 12, 1882, Francis went to Brandon 
to meet his brother Edmund. They spent the winter 
getting log poles and fire wood. 

In March 1883, his father Thomas and sisters 
arrived in Brandon. One sister (Fanny) got a job for 
wages. Thomas and the other sisters went to Ed
mund's place. For each home a cow was bought. 
Seeded by oxen and harrows were 8 acres of wheat, 7 
acres of oats, 4 acres of barley. Scrub land was fenced 
for pasture and Ned reploughed his twelve acres. 
Thomas bought a mower, rake, and self binder (Den
nett). The grain was stooked, stacked and threshed 
after freeze up. The wheat was smutty. By 1884 
livestock was two oxen, a cow, a yearling, a calf and 
two pigs with litters. A granary was built of logs. 

Having met Mary Lamont at church and social 
occasions, Francis decided to marry. To pay for the 
$7.50 license, he sold 3 pigs for $12.00 and butter for 
25 cents a lb. As Mary was under twenty-one, they 
had to have her parents' consent. The two bonds 
required for guarantee of statements were supplied 
by the reeve of the Municipality and his friend Mr. B. 
(John Bell). 

On July 9,1884, the marriage at noon was by the 
Rev. John McKay aged 74 years, who thus had time 
to travel home to Elphinstone by daylight. The par
ents, Marion and Neil Lamont, made the dinner and 
after an afternoon of visiting, a supper. Dancing 
continued to daybreak. The animals at home were at 
first frightened of a woman's dress. 

Frost came September 4, Francis and Charlie 
Lamont went to Brandon to sell 32 bags of oats for 21 
cents a bu., pork carcas at 5Y2 cents a lb., butter at 
12Y2 cents a lb. 

In the spring of 1885, four men with spears went 
to fish in the creek north of Shoal Lake. The largest 
of the pike, jackfish and mullet were 19, 17, 14, and 
13 Ibs. Each had 72 fish. As the lovely daughter, 
Marion Hannah, had arrived, Francis washed and 
split the fish into two half barrels of salty brine, and 
later put on the roofto dry. Butter was selling for 10 or 
12 cents a lb. At Strathclair, he bought a single reaper 
salvaged from a fire, for $25.00, and a mower for 



$45.00. Having proved residence and cultivation, he 
got recommended for the land deed. 

In June, Francis and Charlie went to Brandon to 
sell wheat, oats, potatoes and butter. The new toll 
bridge over the Assiniboine required 25 cents for 
each wagon. The elevator did not accept the smutty 
wheat; the livery stable paid 26 cents a bu. delivered 
for the oats. A boarding house took some potatoes at 
60 cents a bag. Later at Rapid City, they sold three 
bags for two large packing cases to use as cupboards. 
At Minnedosa, the wheat was sold to the mill at 36 
cents a bu. and the potatoes to the hospital at 30 cents 
a bu. 

1886 was a very dry year. The railroad got to 
Solsgirth. Help was a London boy to put up 40 loads 
of hay and build a dairy 24/24. In August, a wind 
funnel removed the roof. 

In 1887, when a crop seemed assured, a binder 
requiring three horses was purchased for $236.00 -
shared by three neighbors supplying one horse each. 
#1 wheat was at 48 cents, #2 at 45-46 cents. Mary 
purchased blankets, a sewing machine and a $26.00 
buffalo coat. Snow was melted for water for the 
livestock to drink and evenings were spent cross 
cutting the wood for the necessary fires. Steers sold 
for $25.00-$30.00. 

Being entitled to a second entry, he chose a 
vacant quarter two miles from Lamonts. Securing 
logs and timber, he built a larger house with a shin
gled roof, a stable of logs for the ten cows, a stable for 
the four horses and a shed for young stock. A well 
was dug. In 1889, they moved the five miles and 
bought eight sheep. After a frost of 8 degrees in early 
August, there was no seed from the crop. Next year, 
the Government advanced up to $70.00 for seed. 
Grain on burnt-over land in the dry summer of 1889 
was very poor. They sold 80 lb. dressed lambs and 
steers at $27.00. 

In 1891, they changed residence with Ned so the 
older children could go to Perth School - a mile 
away. The quarter with buildings was sold for 
$350.00. 

Groups started to make cheese on a cooperative 
basis and formed a local in connection with the 
"Patrons ofIndustry" - to purchase for less - cash 
items such as harness, twine, chests of tea. 

One half the mortgage of the first homestead was 
paid and, two years later, the other half. 

In 1896, land at Minnedosa and Bethany was 
$8-$10 an acre. The half section l3, T. 18, R. 24 was 
owned by a mortgage company as the first home
steader had gone broke. The company accepted his 
offer to purchase this land for $1000.00. 

The birth of son Neil in January made a family of 
six so Francis obtained life insurance. In March, he 
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began hauling logs and lumber to add to the 16/20 log 
house, two hewn log buildings and fencing. Fifty 
acres awaited plowing. That spring was spent adding 
the additional rooms and buildings, digging a well 
and then moving in June. To harvest the 72 cent 
wheat, a binder was bought for $155.00 and a shelf 
carrier for $10.00. 

With the building of Wheatfield School in 1899 
and a larger house in 1900, Francis and his family 
were now settled in Shoal Lake Municipality. 

He continued to be involved in the organizations 
and government. He lived a short time in Shoal Lake 
before retiring to Victoria, B. C. 

In 1934, their Golden Wedding was celebrated on 
this farm. Present were the three sons, six daughters, 
many grandchildren, relatives, and friends. This 
farm was the home of son Neil and his family. 

At age 84, he wrote his autobiography from 
which, along with family records, this information 
has been obtained by Neil's daughter Margaret Ellen. 

Standing, Left to Right: Francis Simpson, Ellen Simpson, 
Edmund Simpson. 

Edmund (Ned) Simpson 
Edmund was the second son of Thomas and 

Hannah Simpson, born November 27, 1863 in the 
village of Rhodes in the parish of Middleton, Lan
cashire, England. 

On September 12, 1882, he arrived in Brandon
aged 18 years. He was met by his brother Francis with 
a borrowed wagon and oxen driving the 80 miles via 
Rapid City. Food was bread, fat bacon, syrup, tea of 



boiled slough water and freshly killed prairie chicken 
or ducks. 

Edmund brought money so bought a wagon, 
cook stove, shot gun, food supplies. They took pay 
freight to Oakburn, helped some bachelors bind oats 
by hand, and reached Francis' land in October. They 
made a log stable for the oxen. After rainy weather, 
they got a roof on a small house and a floor on ¥3. The 
rough door was fastened with a peg inside and a 
string outside. Walls were chinked and plastered with 
clay. The two beds were of rough lumber covered 
with hay and a blanket. After the first snow, they 
obtained logs for a stable 24 feet square. 

They decided Edmund would homestead the 
S.E.Y4 of section 18, township 19, range 24. In Janu
ary, he left to make his way to Birtle and make the 
entry at the land office. It was cold weather but he 
made his way for some miles to a beaten snow trail 
which would lead to Birtle. He had on moccasins 
over three pairs of wool socks and considered the 
instructions not to hurry, keep cool and stay over
night in Birtle. He carried his overcoat loosely over 
his head to keep the wind off his face. Next morning 
the thermometer was -43F. He got the entry for the 
land and returned safely next day - a distance of 20 
miles. He had six months to take possession. During 
the winter, they brought home log poles and fire 
wood from bush three miles away. 

The next year in March 1883, father Thomas and 
sisters arrived and went to live in the house on the 
north Y2 of sec. 18, T19, R24. As the deal to purchase 
this land fell through, Edmund and his father bought 
hewn logs and built a house 18/24 with good win
dows and a shingled roof on the south half. 

Edmund, with his brothers' help, built more log 
buildings for cattle on his place and entered the Y4 
section west. By fulfilling the homesteading duties of 
living all summer in the house, doing the necessary 
cultivation, fencing, etc., he obtained a half section 
of 320 acres for homestead fees of $40.00. 

By 1891, sister Frances married William 
McDonald Jr. (1862-1940). Thomas, Mary and Ellen 
had returned to England. As Perth School was a mile 
away, Edmund agreed to allowing his brother Francis 
and family to dwell in his larger house for a period of 
five years. Thus the older children - Marion born 
April 1885, Hector born May 1887 - would be able 
to go to school. 

Unfenced land yielded much hay, so Edmund 
took 25 young cattle and a team of horses and lived 
the winter months on Francis' first homestead, com
ing on Sunday for food and a change of clothing. 

During January 1896, the youngest son Neil was 
born to Francis and Mary and they purchased the Y2 
section 13, T.18, R.24; so in 1896, they built and 
moved into the Shoal Lake Municipality. 

360 

Edmund enjoyed reading - he received the 
"Manchester Guardian" and a doctor referred to him 
as a very well-read man. He raised many colts which 
had to be broke and purchased pedigreed Herefords. 
After the purchase of the (1913) McLaughlin-Buick, 
on a dry, clear day, Ned and Nellie would attend the 
fair. Those sitting in their car had a comfortable view 
of activities. As Ned could not adjust to the newer 
models, he drove no other car. 

In 1940, the move to a home in Shoal Lake was 
made. After the death of his sister Nellie in April 
1942, his health deteriorated and he died December 
18, 1942. Burial was in Shoal Lake cemetery. 

Ellen (Nellie) Simpson 
Ellen was the third daughter of Thomas and 

Hannah Simpson, born January 16, 1861 in the vil
lage of Rhodes in the parish of Middleton, Lan
cashire, England. Hannah died February 19, 1878. 

March 1883, Ellen arrived in Canada with father 
and sisters and, in Brandon, was met by brother 
Francis. Father brought considerable money in gold 
coin and made a deposit in a Brandon bank. He 
bought a team of mares for $375.00 and sleigh to 
load the trunks, etc. on. He preferred to drive the 
oxen, so he started down the road and Francis fol
lowed with the horses. 

One sister secured a temporary job in Brandon. 
They stopped at Dennison's. The snow was get

ting very soft when they finally arrived at Francis' 
house. 

Next day father, brother Edmund, and two of the 
girls went to the brother's homestead, one sister 

Pictured in this touring car from a past era are: Ned Simpson at 
the wheel, with Nellie in the front seat beside Ned. 

staying with Francis temporarily. For each house a 
cow was purchased. 

Ellen was an excellent seamstress, knitter, cook, 
gardener and housekeeper. In 1884, she made the 
wedding dress for Mary Lamont to be her sister-in-



law. Descendants remember her erect slim figure, 
sparkling brown eyes and quiet pleasant personality. 

She returned to England to care for her sister 
Mary and, upon her death, came to Canada to keep 
house for Edmund. 

Father Thomas died in Manchester in 1920, aged 
87 years, and left her his Manchester Ship Canal 
Shares. 

Edmund purchased a car - a 1913 McLaughlin
Buick and a clear dry Sunday was the day to visit 
nieces or nephews and their families. 

In 1940, Ned and Nellie purchased a home in 
Shoal lake where she lived till April 2, 1942. Burial 
was in Shoal Lake cemetery. 

Highland Heritage by Grace Campbell 
(Sinclair Clan) 

First published, 1962. Reprinted, 1967. Copied 
January 30, 1974. Quote: "Remember the men from 
whom you are sprung." 

The author is an established Canadian writer of 
Scottish descent. This is from her journeyings made 
in search of the ancient clan domains, in this case, the 
Sinclair clan of Wick and Thurso. 
Caithness 

Wick with its Viking name (Vik means "a bay") 
is a historical place with a long pedigree. It is a 
country town and a centre of the herring industry. 
Certainly the fishing fleet in the harbour made a 
lively scene on that fine, late summer morning when 
we visited it. Boats came chugging in, sturdy busi
ness-like craft with a mile of rope coiled up on either 
side of them we were told. Fish were hoisted up in 
boxes and sold. Overhead the gulls wheeled and 
screamed and dipped joyfully into the murky water. 
However, this was nothing to what it used to be, 
according to a man on the pier. In the great days of the 
herring industry, the harbour used to be so full of 
boats you could walk across it, stepping from one 
boat to the other. 

The Sinclairs, whose clan country this is, claim 
descent from Count Saint Clair who in the twelfth 
century received a grant of the lands of Roslin in 
Midlothian. His son Henry was a friend and suppor
ter of King Bruce of Scotland. His great-grandson 
fell heir to the Orkneys through his mother and his 
grandson. The last Prince of Orkneys was made Earl 
of Caithness in 1455. The second Earl fell at Fodden 
in 1513, at the head of his clan. A great host of them 
had marched down from Caithness, and crossed the 
Hill of Ord on a Monday. They were dressed in green. 
It is claimed that since then, no Sinclair would 
willingly dress in green or cross the Ord on a Mon
day. It was indeed an unlucky time for them. At 
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Fodden so many of the clan were killed that scarcely 
a family of note had a grown man of name left. 

It was the 6th Earl who got into debt and made his 
property over to Campbell of Glenorchy on condition 
that he take over his obligations and provide him with 
an annuity. A nephew, Sinclair of Keiss, unwilling to 
let the ancient inheritance pass out of the name dis
puted the arrangement. Glenorchy was the victor in 
the ensuing battle at Altimarlach, but Sinclair won 
the legal contest that followed, becoming the 7th Earl 
of Caithness and Chief of the Clan, Sinclair. The 
present chief, the 19th, is the Right Honorable, the 
Earl of Caithness, C.B.C., D.S.O. 

The Sinclairs of Roslin are descended from a 
brother of the founder of the Sinclairs of Caithness, 
and are now represented by the Earls of Roslin, as the 
Sinclairs of Herdmanston are by the Lords Sinclair. 
The editor of the first statistical account of Scotland 
was Sir John Sinclair, first Baronet of Ulbster. He was 
a great agriculturist. 

Several kin belong to this vigorous clan, the 
Cairds, Clynes, Cloustons and Masons. The Linkla
ters too - this name has been made illustrious by the 
famous Scottish writer. They have the right to wear 
the Sinclair tartan. At Thurso we saw the Castle of the 
Sinclairs of Ulbster, built at the very edge of the sea. 
On stormy days, we were told, the surf flies right 
over it. 

Oban is in itself one of the most appealing High
land towns, and also gives access to a wide area of 
land and sea. (This town is also of interest to the 
Sinclairs of Thurso, my family.) 

Evelina Adams (Sinclair) 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Sinclair as depicted in 1888 or 1889 
photo. 



Donald Sinclair 1856-1948 
Christina (Young) Sinclair 1863-1917 

DONALD SINCLAIR was the third child born 
April 12, 1856, to "Big George" and Margaret (Mil
ler) Sinclair, in Bruan District, Caithness, Scotland. 
Big George, as he was known, was a crofter and a 
fisherman; he owned his own boat and named it "The 
Margaret Miller" . 

Donald was the first of the Sinclair Clan to leave 
the old home on the north coast of Scotland to come 
to Canada. Arriving during the early Spring of 1879, 
this party of immigrants came under the leadership of 
Mr. William Manson. All I know of the voyage is that 
it was a long, rough trip and Donald Sinclair was so 
very seasick that he "hoped he would die." They 
arrived at St. Boniface by rail and crossed over the 
Red River on the ice to Winnipeg, where supplies 
were purchased, and with oxen and sleighs started off 
on the long journey to the Birdtail in Manitoba. 
During the nights with the temperature hovering near 
eight below zero, the men slept in tents. That trip, 
taking twenty-one days, must have been a frightful 
experience for those young strangers to this new 
land. 

Mr. Donald Smith, at that time a government 
guide, led the party across the prairies. He and Don
ald Sinclair became fast friends. Much later Donald 
Smith was knighted (Lord Strathcona) for his part in 
the building of the Canadian Pacific Railroad across 
the continent. We have most likely seen the famous 
picture of Donald Smith, taken on November 7, 
1885, driving the last spike for the railroad at 
Craigellachie (Gaelic, meaning "Rock of Alarm") 
so named by Mr. William C. Van Horne. Later in 
Donald Sinclair's life, his sixth daughter was named 
"Cona" as a tribute to his friend. 

A record of those early days was dictated by my 
Uncle Donald and ably recorded in the book "Remi
niscences of Rossburn Pioneers". This book should 
be reprinted as it contains first hand information 
impossible to obtain now. I have little except tales 
told to me by my father and uncle, or stories related 
to me by members of the family to record. 

I do remember my uncle telling us that he carried 
a cat all the way from High Bluff to Birdtail on that 
first trip. He believed this was the first cat to arrive in 
the district; he had received several offers to buy the 
cat but refused to sell it. 

During the first two years he worked for Mr. 
George Manson. They lived in a log shanty with a 
sod roof and earthen floor. Their food consisted of 
bannock, salt pork and black tea. The very dark and 
heavy flour was obtained at Gladstone where it had 
been ground from number four grade frozen wheat. 
From this flour they also made porridge which they 
ate with black-strap molasses. 
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Another early job for young Sinclair was with a 
gang of men working for Mr. John Broadfoot, the 
owner of the first horse-powered thresher which had 
arrived by steam boat at Fort Ellice. The men worked 
their way with the thresher after freeze-up in Novem
ber. 

During the winter months, Donald and his broth
er George (who had arrived from Scotland) joined 
with other young men and hiked north to Gunn's 
Camp where they cut logs, and in the spring worked 
at floating these logs down the river to Birtle, where a 
sawmill was located. Again in the "Reminiscences of 
Rossburn Pioneers", a most informative report re
specting the history of the Gunn's mill may be found. 

On October II, 1884, Donald Sinclair obtained 
the deed to the W V2 of 12-20-25, where he lived and 
worked his land for the next five years. A tale often 
told about Donald was that on his way home one 
evening, he heard a horse making a real fuss and 
upon investigating found that her colt had fallen 
down a thirty foot well, which fortunately contained 
very little water. With the aid of neighbors, ladder 
and ropes, he went down, put a rope around the colt 
and they were both hauled safely up. 

Before his marriage, Donald spent four summers 
with Dr. 1. B. Tyrrell, Chief Geological Surveyor of 
Canada, and party, surveying the waterways of lakes 
around Winnipeg, Dauphin and Winnipegosis, Man. 

In 1888, Donald Sinclair received a Christmas 
letter from Dr. 1. B. Tyrrell, Geologist and president 
of the Kirkland Lake Gold Mining Company that he, 
Mr. Sinclair, had been made a member of the Royal 
Geographical Society. Mr. Sinclair was also credited 
with turning in more fossils than any other man in 
Canada at that time. 

While working with Dr. Tyrrell in the Lake dis
tricts, the Doctor developed typhoid fever. Uncle 
Donald and an Indian guide looked after him and was 
credited with saving his life. One matter of providing 
nourishment for this patient was finding wild duck 
nests, taking eggs and feeding them raw to the Doc
tor. I imagine this must have been early in the spring, 
or else the eggs might not have been edible. I expect 
the native Indian's know ledge of roots, barks and 
herbs helped greatly. It is a miracle the man survived. 

On November 11, 1889, Donald Sinclair and 
Christina Young were married at Beulah, Manitoba, 
by Reverend McArthur, a Scottish friend of the Sin
clairs. Christina (Teenie) Young was born November 
18, 1863, in County Huron, Ontario. Her father, 
Thomas Young and his bride left Scotland for Canada 
in 1849. They settled on a farm near Kippen, County 
Huron, Ontario, where they raised six sons and three 
daughters before migrating to Birdtail to live. 

Three years after Donald and Teenie's marriage 
their home burned and they lost all their belongings. 



A fine large home was built shortly thereafter. A 
family of two sons and six daughters were born into 
this family at the farm home. Donald Sinclair was the 
first assessor for the Municipality of Rossburn 
formed in 1884. In 1891, he was one of the four men 
chosen to select the sight for the Presbyterian 
Church. It was erected high and dry on the land now 
occupied by the town halI. The opening was held that 
year with special services. They did not have an 
organ and Uncle Donald was the precentor. This was 
the first building erected in Rossburn. 

Early in the 1890's, Bruan School No. 888 was 
erected on land donated by Donald Sinclair and 
named after the old Scottish school the Sinclairs had 
attended in Scotland. The lumber used to build this 
school was rafted down the Birdtail River from 
Gunn's milI. Miss Winnona Easson (Mrs. Robert 
Peden) was one of the first teachers at this school, 
where alI the Donald Sinclair family received their 
elementary education. The new Bruan school was 
built in 1917, some distance north of the old site. 
Miss LyalI Robertson of Neepawa was the first teach
er at the new school. 

Donald Sinclair and son Alex Sinclair are depicted in this 
photo snapped in 1945. 

The family: 
Margaret: Born October 2, 1890. As the eldest 

she learned early in life the necessity of helping her 
mother, and matured into a happy capable young 
lady. Beginning in 1911, she attended the Manitoba 
Agricultural ColIege, and graduated as ahome econ
omist. For years, Margaret assisted in judging 
women's work at fairs throughout Manitoba and Sas
katchewan. On September 29, 1920, she and Victor 
MacDonnell were married. Victor was born at Gren-
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fell, Saskatchewan, July 9, 1892 to parents, Kenneth 
and Lydia (Hunt) MacDonnelI. Following World 
War I, after five years overseas, Victor returned 
home September 15,1919. Prior to enlistment, he had 
been a Bank Manager. Upon discharge, he returned 
to the bank at Eden. For reasons of health, he left the 
bank, and with Margaret, he spent the next twenty
five years farming at Watson, Saskatchewan. Then, 
they moved to Indian Head, Saskatchewan where he 
became an accountant at the Forest Nursery Farm 
until retirement in 1959. Victor died December 4, 
1961, and was buried at Wolseley, Saskatchewan. 
Margaret moved to Victoria, B.C. where she stilI 
lives. 

Alexander: Born August 24, 1892. During his 
early years he also became aware, that to be a farm 
boy meant hard work. However, in 1913, he attended 
the Manitoba Agricultural College in Winnipeg. Fol
lowing his graduation he remained on the home farm 
until his father's death on June 30, 1948 at age 92. 
During those latter years my Uncle Donald was 
plagued by rheumatism and failing eyesight and con
sidering the conditions those men worked through 
during their early years, he must have been a strong, 
rugged person. Shortly after his death the farm was 
sold, and Alexander moved to Vancouver, B.C. On 
October 18, 1952, Alexander and Norma Stewart 

Alex Sinclair. 



were married. Norma was born July 9, 1903, in 
Ontario. Her parents were Alexander and Florence 
Maude (Morton) Stewart. Alexander and Norma 
lived happily at Burnaby, B.C. until his death on 
October 3, 1979. Alexander and Dr. Boyd McKee (a 
boyhood friend), spent many hours together making 
and repairing toys for children during their spare 
time. 

Annie Bell: Born November 22, 1894. She 
taught school for several years. She and George 
Drew, a well-educated and cultured Englishman, 
were married and lived at Binscarth, Manitoba, 
where he was bank manager for several years. Their 
son, Donald George was born there November 17, 
1936. They retired to Vancouver in 1944 and George 
died in 1947, with burial at the Royal Oak Cemetery, 
Vancouver. Annie Bell's death followed March 2, 
1958. 

Minnie: Born November 1, 1896. She also taught 
school for a few years. She then entered the Win
nipeg General Hospital Training School for Nurses in 
1921. Three years later she graduated. In 1925, she 
left for Los Angeles, California and was employed as 
supervisor in the Presbyterian Hospital until her re
tirement. Minnie still resides in California. 

Chrissie: Born December 1, 1898. This little girl 
died December 22, 1900, the first death in this fam
ily. 

Cona May: Born August 14, 1901. After finish
ing high school, she was employed as a clerk by Mr. 
John Paxton at the Gladstone creamery. Later she 
completed her normal school training and taught for 
several years in the Norwood School District. She 
retired as Primary Supervisor at the King George 
School. She resides in the City of Winnipeg. 

Thomas Young: Born June 3, 1903. Following 
his schooling, he remained on the farm until his 
marriage to Annie Amelia Snyder on October 5, 
1937. She was born May 30, 1914 at Gilbert Plains, 
Man. Her parents were John Franklin and Bertha 
May (Priest) Snyder. Annie taught at Bruan School 
prior to her marriage. She and her husband lived and 
farmed at the N . E. Y4 11-20-25 until October 31, 1947 
when the family moved to Victoria, B.C. Three 
daughters were born at Rossburn - Donelda 
Gertrude, Francis Lorraine and Beverley Joanne. 
Vicky Jean was born on June 16, 1948 in Victoria. 
Tom is the only remaining male with the Sinclair 
name from the three brothers who pioneered in the 
Rossburn district. 

Emma Elizabeth: Born January 31, 1905. She 
died March 18, 1916. The next year on February 10, 
1917, following a lengthy illness, her mother Jeenie 
(wife of Alexander) died. A note of tribute is here to a 
fine, kindly, dignified pioneer lady, whose span in 
life was unfortunately short. 
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My sisters Vera, Florence, and I loved and held a 
deep respect for our Uncle Donald, Aunt Teenie and 
cousins; we had many happy times together. In win
ter we would slide on pieces of tin, cardboard or hand 
made sleighs. We enjoyed that long drop to the creek 
and the great exercise of the climbing back up the 
hill. I remember once on our way home, our pony 
shied and upset us into a snowbank and took off with 
the cutter. For once, that pesky gate that was always 
closed at Duncansons served us well by stopping the 
pony. Summers were particularly enjoyable with pic
nics at Fish Lake (now Rossman Lake) and berry 
picking, making large freezers full of delicious ice 
cream very simply. If you did not have fun in those 
days, it was your own fault. 

The Donald Sinclairs owned beautiful high spir
ited horses. Margaret and her sisters were all excel
lent horsewomen. Uncle Donald, by contrast, was 
more noted for having runaway teams. I do especially 
remember a team of buckskin coloured horses he 
used to hitch to a buckboard (a two seated vehicle) 
and drive the family to church. Invariably those 
horses would run away. Strangely no-one ever did 
suffer from an accident. 

One Sunday morning, instead of going to church, 
Minnie and I were seen going just for a horseback 
ride. Actually we were going to help Malick Peikoff 
move cattle to pasture in the valley. Thank goodness 
Uncle Donald did not hear about that escapade. 

Cousin Minnie and I were the first females to be 
appointed to work as clerks at a federal election. This 
activity was positively unheard of in those days. It 
must have been some of those old Scottish liberals 
who were behind that venture. During World War I, 
Minnie and I each drove a team and wagon to draw 
grain from the threshing machine from the Joe Hus
ton farm down that long hill to the Birdtail grain 
elevator. I shall never forget going down with our last 
load rather late, and the largest, brightest moon shin
ing down upon us. Little did we think at that time, 
that we would both join the nursing profession short-
1y thereafter. 

There are few sources available to tell the 
Thomas Young family story, as it relates to the Sin
clairs. We do know, however, that this pioneer family 
added much to the development of the Rossburn 
community. The two sisters, Teenie Sinclair and 
Margaret Duncanson lived as neighbors. Thomas 
Young Senior, much older than his wife, died in 
1896, close to 100 years of age. "Granny Young" as 
she was known and loved by all, died at her son 
John's home in 1905, at age 83 years. It is with regret 
that Alex Sinclair passed away before he had the 
opportunity to relate the family history and anec
dotes on paper. 

I'm proud to have had the opportunity to relate 



the story of this family. It has provided an oppor
tunity to relive many happy memories of these past 
cousins. 

(Mrs. W. A.) Evelina (Sinclair) Adams 

George Sindair 1894-1971 
In the Sinclair family I wish to include my fa

ther's nephew, George Sinclair, born 1894, second 
child of Robert and Anne (Murray) Sinclair. He was 
born at Thurso Caithness, Scotland. He served dur
ing World War One, and came to Canada early in 
1921. In November of that year, he opened a small 
general store at Vista, Manitoba. This resulted in a 
thriving business; a real convenience to the entire 
community. On February 18, 1928, he and Rachel 
McKinnon were married at Stonewall, Manitoba. 
One daughter Sharon Sue was born during 1936. In 
1944, George sold the business and they retired to 
Vancouver, B. C. George died January, 1971, and 
Rachel in December, 1971. 

Contributed by 
Mrs. Evelina Sinclair 

(Mrs. W. A.) 
Neepawa, Manitoba 

George Sindair (1862-1934) and Catherine 
McLean (1842-1914) 

George Sinclair: Born February 13, 1862, in 
Bruan district, Mid Clyth Caithness, Scotland. The 
sixth child in a family of ten to George and Margaret 
(Miller) Sinclair. He left the old family home for 
Canada in 1882, to be free of landlord owners of the 
crofts, small parcels of land rented to the "crofters" 
in the north of Scotland. He arrived in Canada with a 
group of settlers travelling by rail to Brandon and on 
to the Birdtail by cart and oxen. After his arrival his 
first job was with Mr. C. H. Lawford, the instructor at 
the government farm located on the S.E. 14-20-25, 
attached to the Indian reserve at the south end. The 
purpose was supposedly to teach the natives to farm. 
During the winter months many of the young men 
moved north to Gunn's camp to cut logs and in the 
spring they would form gangs and float the logs down 
the river to Birtle, where a saw mill was situated. 
These men received one dollar and fifty cents a day 
and food. Mr. Harry Sleigh from the Valley was the 
cook. This logging and river running continued for 
over fifteen years, up to 1900. 

On September 9, 1892, George Sinclair obtained 
the deed to the S. W. Y4 22-20-25, which he sold to his 
brother John Sinclair on October 28, 1893 for the 
sum of $300.00. George then settled on 27-20-25, 
where he then built a small house close to the east 
road. 

In 1896 George and Catherine McLean were mar
ried. She was the ninth child of a family of twelve, 
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born December 17, 1872, to Archibald and Catherine 
(Sinclair) McLean, Strathclair, Manitoba. "Kate" 
came to teach school at the Valley in August 1893. 
Their son Ewart Edward was born November 7, 
1899. Probably I, his cousin one year older than he, 
could be one of the few alive to remember the little 
boy and the house they lived in, especially once when 
my father drove us up in a sleigh to visit our relatives, 
following a severe storm with a very heavy snow fall. 
The house was almost buried and we climbed down 
steps cut in the snow to reach the door. This would be 
in 1905. Their daughter Edith was born April 19, 
1906. The family had moved to Rossburn when 
Ewart, a fine healthy boy became ill. Doctors were 
unable to diagnose the disease; he was taken by his 
parents to the Mayo Medical Clinic at Rochester, 
Minnesota, all to no avail for he died July 10, 1912. 
The Sinclairs operated a restaurant with their resi
dence attached for a few years. Later they sold the 
business and moved to their new home situated on the 
south side of Victoria Avenue. Uncle George was 
employed as the operator at one of the grain elevators 
in town, where he remained until his retirement. 

November 28, 1914, a second son was born and 
complications arose. Nurse Olive McLean arrived 
shortly after the baby was born to care for her sister 
Kate. My father sent me in to help after school and I 
well remember my Aunt's death on December 15, 
1914, and the wee boy died March 28,1915. This sad 
occurrence left Edith an eight-year-old girl, mother
less, ultimately the fate of the families of all three 
Sinclair men. I am sure I would be remiss if I failed to 
mention "Nona", Mrs. Robert Peden. Her love, care 
and consideration for Edith, throughout those years 
of growing up were of inestimable value. 

On October 13, 1930, Edith and Reginald Brown 
were married. Reginald was born December 2, 1905 
at Oakner, Manitoba. His father, William Henry 
Brown married Maggie Darragh who was the first 
white child born at Harding, Manitoba. Edith and 
Reginald's only child, a son Gerald K. was born 
January 16, 1932. He married Shirley Bernice 
Brown, October 29, 1960. They have two children 
Reginald Frederick (1962) and Ainsley Maureen 
(1963). Edith's husband Reginald died December 2, 
1960. Edith now resides in Wawanesa, Man. 

My Uncle George loved to sing when he used to 
visit with us. My sister Florence would play the 
piano and he would sing. He never failed to end with 
his favorite song "My Ain Folk". He passed away on 
February 12, 1934, age seventy-two. Interment was 
in the family plot Rossburn cemetery. 

Contributed by 
Mrs. Evelina Sinclair (Mrs. W. A.) 

Neepawa, Manitoba 



Sitko 
My grandparents, Anton and Jessie Sitko, came 

to Canada in April of 1899 from Bukachivtsi, West
ern Ukraine. They brought with them their four chil
dren: Mike, Francis, Marcella and Marie. They 
arrived in Halifax aboard the ship Brasi1ca after a 
long and hectic voyage across the Atlantic. From 
Halifax, they travelled along with other settlers, by 
train to Shoal Lake, and from Shoal Lake they were 
conveyed by wagons to their temporary shelters near 
Patterson Lake, which is between Oakburn and Olha. 

They lived in tents while the land designated for 
them to settle was being surveyed. They arrived on a 
cold rainy day and, before the tents were set up, 
everyone was drenched to the skin. That night, while 
everyone slept, a Canadian snowstorm dumped two 
inches of snow on this area. 

Many of the children became very ill. A rash 
covered their bodies and they burned with fever. The 
disease which had developed was a very malignant 
type of Scarlet Fever. Anton and Jessie lost Marie, 
their youngest daughter at that time, to this dreadful 
fever. A total of forty-two children and three adults 
died in a two week period and were all buried at the 
site. The graves were all marked with small wooden 
crosses. Today, there is a mound on the site where the 
cemetery was, with a concrete monument in memory 
of the dead. It is referred to now as the Mass Grave. 

After the epidemic was over, the settlers were all 
quarantined for three weeks. When the quarantine 
was lifted, the settlers were allowed to leave the 
settlement. 

As soon as the land was surveyed, the families 
moved to their homesteads. My grandparents moved 
to the N. W. quarter of 12-19-23 where they lived in a 
budha for approximately one year. Budhas were 
made of wooden poles and covered with turf. This 
budha, however, was only a temporary shelter and, 
the next summer in 1900, my grandparents built a log 
home. 

Anton and Jessie Sitko had eight more children 
over the following years: Mary, Jack, Lena, Adam, 
Walter, Tom, Joe and Sophie. 

My grandparents worked hard in their new land 
of freedom and equality. My grandfather had to leave 
his wife and children on the homestead and look for a 
job amongst farmers who had already established 
themselves. Grandfather was fortunate to find a job 
working on a farm for John Menzies. John Menzies' 
farm was only 1 Y2 miles away from Grandfather's 
homestead, but the bush was so dense that, one 
evening, grandfather lost his way home in the dark 
and had to spend the night in the bush. As time went 
on, the bush was cleared, the land was cultivated, and 
roads were built. Grandfather later bought more land 
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and became an established farmer himself. My 
grandparents lived on their original homestead till 
their death. Anton passed away in June 1939 at the 
age of 76. Jessie passed away in July 1964 at the age 
of 90. 

Mike Sitko, the eldest son, married Mary 
Zelinski and had one daughter. His first wife died 
seven years later and he married Annie Sicinsky and 
had two more daughters. He farmed in the Oakburn 
district till he and his wife retired and are now both 
living in Oakburn. 

Francis married Steve Borodie and had five chil
dren. They farmed in the Oakburn and Kelloe dis
trict. Steve is now deceased and Francis lives in 
Shoal Lake. 

Marcella married Zaharko Yarish and they had 
nine children. They farmed in the Oakburn district 
and, upon retirement, moved to Oakburn. Zaharko is 
now deceased. 

Mary married Steve Chwaluk and they had two 
children. They farmed in the Menzie district where 
they are now both retired. 

Jack married Anne Macahon and they live in 
Chicago. They have two children. 

Lena married Jack Panisiuk and they also live in 
Chicago and have one child. 

Adam married Alice Labay and farmed for three 
years at Dolyny, then purchased the General Store at 
Vista. They had one daughter. Adam is now de
ceased. 

Walter married Mary Wall and they have five 
children. They live in Sudbury, Ontario. 

Tom married Mary Obedniak and farmed in the 
Oakburn and Strathclair area. They had two children. 
Tom is now retired and lives in Rapid City. His wife 
Mary is deceased. 

Sophie married Joe Mackedenski and they 
farmed in the Vista district. They had three children. 
Sophie now lives in Rossburn. Joe is deceased. 

Joe, my Dad, married Margaret Stebeleski and 
farms grandfather's original homestead along with 
other land purchased throughout the years. 

I farm, together with my Dad, and in 1967 mar
ried Evelyn Peleshok and have two sons: Jason and 
Ryan. 

We also own and farm the south half of section 
22-19-23 by Patterson Lake which is the historic site 
of the Mass Grave. This land was purchased many 
years ago by my mother's parents, Fred and Anne 
Stebeleski, and this was where my mother was born. 
This piece of land holds many memories for both the 
Sitkos and the Stebeleskis. 

We donated a part of this land, where the original 
cemetery is located to the R.M. of Rossburn where 
they have built a road as an access to the Mass Grave. 



Today, as previously mentioned, there is a concrete 
monument on the mound, in memory of the dead, 
and every year a religious memorial service is held 
there. 

contributed by Leonard Stiko 

Mary (Glushka) Skabar 
Mr. Nick Glushka, uncle to Mr. Micheal 

Glushka, had come to Canada in 1899, and was 
followed by his wife and three year old daughter. 
There was no school in the district near Rossburn, so 
the older girl received no formal education, but Ma
rinka and the three younger brothers attended after 
the move. At the nearby school, you could start 
anytime, so she started in May. 

When the new school was built, her father, who 
was on the school board, suggested it be King 
George School, in honour of the reigning monarch. It 
was on the good road leading to Oakburn. 

Road building was a municipal affair, and after 
farm work was caught up in summer, many farmers 
paid their taxes by working with the municipal 
owned scrapers to build up a higher grade for their 
district. Even at that, winter found the children walk
ing across the fields for easier travel, and often hav
ing to stay home, days at a time, because of storms. 

Marinka was eight before she attended, and this 
was often the case because of distances to travel. 

Even a small girl could help at home, rocking a 
cradle, or minding a small brother was an expected 
task. When she could get the small one to sleep, she 
might slip away to play with a friend across the road, 
and would soon hear mother's voice calling her back. 
When she got to school, she felt she could still hear 
her mother calling! 

The Grade one children's readers had English on 
one page and Ukrainian on the opposite page. All the 
children spoke Ukrainian, and the subjects other than 
English were taught in that language. The first two 
teachers were men, and the third a lady, and actually 
more men than women taught in the rural areas. Boys 
got the preference for education anyway as it was felt 
they needed it more than the girls, and most of the 
schools taught to Grade Eight only. 

After five years at school, Mary declared herself 
ready to stay home and help. So, at age thirteen, she 
was making bread, helping with washing, gardening, 
and learned the household skills she stilI uses. 

She met John Skabar, and was married at age 
fifteen on October 30th, 192 I, a marriage which was 
to be 54 happy years! John, with his brother Jake, ran 
a pool room and barbershop in Elphinstone. John had 
been required to put in three years army service in the 
old country, serving in Austria and Germany. Then 
he and Jake decided to come to Canada, spending 
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three years in Ottawa where they had relatives before 
coming west to Manitoba. 

lake had been married that July, and the four 
young people lived together. They continued to share 
a home for seven years, each couple having by then 
three children. Then Mary and John moved to a big 
house which was to be their home for many years. 
They had three more children, making a family of 
three boys and three girls. 

The family business did well. A bowling alley 
was added in time, and a restaurant run by the family 
for nine years. Haircuts were. 25 ¢, shaves. 20¢ and a 
pool cue cost a dime. John spent six weeks obtaining 
a certificate that made him a qualified barber. The 
course should have been much longer, but the fact 
that he indeed was a "Qualified" barber was soon 
evident to the instructors. 

When haircuts became . 35¢, one customer, on 
seeing the new rates, rose up from the chair shouting 
"Let me go!" , and left the shop. 

Shaving by barbers was a treat of those days, and 
the box stove held a copper hot water boiler which 
had a screen covered by steaming towels. For many 
men, the weekly shaves in the barber shop was a time 
for a real clean up and a good chat with the barber and 
waiting customers. 

When the family had grown and were settled 
across Canada, the Skabars began the visits Mary 
still enjoys making. After John's death came a tough 
decision, and Mary decided that her family in the 
nearby Birtle district made it the place to live. Leav
ing old friends to make new ones is not easy, but with 
a truly neighborly attitude, it is possible. 

Daughter Helen lives near Birtle, Andy, Mike, 
Leonard, Gladys and Leona are scattered from Ot
tawa to the west coast, along with twenty-five grand
children, of whom thirteen are married, and eleven 
great grandchildren. And when Baba Mary visits, it 
means special baking treats for all. 

Mary's children all learned to speak Ukrainian in 
summer classes. None of her grandchildren speak it, 
but perhaps her great grandchildren will do so in a 
present and resurgence of the desire to know our 
beginnings. 

Skomorowski 
My father Makiy (Mathew) was born on Feb. 3, 

1872, and mother Maryna (Mary) Kuzenko on July 
22, 1879, in the village of Stryhantsi, District of 
Tlumach, Province Haluchyna (Galacia). 

They married in 1898 and emigrated to Canada in 
the same year. In 1899 they homesteaded NW Y4 
36-21-25, 14 miles north of Rossburn. 

Those were what I call real Pioneer Years. Can 
you imagine a young couple newly married, totally 



Maryna and Makiy Skomorowski. 

illiterate, trying to build a home in total wilderness, 
tens of miles away from the nearest town, with no 
roads, no livestock, no implements, and no means of 
transportation? To top everything else, after putting 
up a temporary shelter, they cleared some land for 
cultivation, only to discover that the land was hilly, 
swampy, and poor soil, namely gravel and stones. 

To earn the necessary means of living, father had 
to hire himself out to other earlier settlers for a puny 
wage. That was in the summertime when outside jobs 
were available. Come the Canadian long winters, he 
had to chop and haul dry tamarack firewood to the 
town of Rossburn, a 14 mile distance, to buy a bag of 
flour. To say nothing of the other necessities of life. 

As the years went by my parents set out to raise a 
family. I think it is a credit to them for a big family. 
They managed to raise 12 of us to maturity, losing 
three boys in their infancy. The family consisted of 
seven boys and five girls. Now the family is scattered 
far and wide. John farmed in Rossburn (deceased); 
William, in Shortdale, MB; (also deceased); Mike, 
Grandview MB; Alex, Gilbert Plains; Molly, Mrs. 
Nick Kukurudz, Grandview MB; Thelma, Mrs. Matt 
Zacharuk, Winnipeg, MB; Katie, Mrs. Phylip 
Ewasiuk, Dauphin, MB; Nellie, Mrs. Alan Douglas, 
Palm Desert, California, Florence, Mrs. Steve Fish
er, Berwyn, Alberta; Harry, Dauphin, MB; Nicola, 
Kitchener, Ont., Matt, The Pas, MB. 
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Skomorowski family. Front Row, (L. to R.): Nicola, Matt. Middle 
Row: Makey (Father, sitting), Harry. Standing: Maryna (Moth
er, sitting), Florence (standing). Back Row: William, Alex, Mol
ley, Katie, Nellie, Thelma. John and Michael are missing from 
the picture. 

Unfortunately, most of us received very little 
formal education in School. At first, there was no 
school in our district. Later, Chmelnycki School SD 
1494 was built 4Y2 miles from my father's homestead. 
At that time there were no roads built. Later, the 
roads, when built, were just dirt roads. And last but 
not least poverty contributed to our poor opportunity 
for a decent education. Most of us had to continue to 
educate ourselves. 

After farming in Rossburn Municipality for 30 
years, my parents decided to move to Grandview 
Municipality in 1928 to a new homestead located at 
NW Y4 5-25-25. They resided at this new location for 
the rest of their lives. 

Mother passed away on February 27, 1943 at the 
age of 64 years. Father passed away on March 4, 1957 
at the age of 85 years. 

Amongst ten surviving sons and daughters there 
are 36 grandchildren and forty great-grandchildren. 

submitted by Mike Skomorowski 

Henry Sleigh 
Henry Sleigh and George Finch immigrated to 

Canada in 1873, coming from Wittshire, England. 
They probably travelled 3rd or Steerage, considering 
government help. Low fares to settlers were offered 
as a special incentive because they would open up the 
unpopulated countryside, clear the land and bring 
new and different talents. Henry Sleigh left behind 
him, in England a mother, and one sister Bertha. His 
father had been killed by a falling tree. 

The two men, Henry Sleigh and George Finch, 
landed in Canada and proceeded to Stratford, On
tario. They learned the baking trade in a Bread and 



Fancy Food Shop. The owner was interested in the 
young men and upon their departure for Western 
Canada, gave each young man a Bible with a real 
fancy transcript writing. His granddaughter, Jeanette 
Lobb Donnelly, has Henry Sleigh's Bible in her pos
session at the present time. 

Both men left Stratford, Ontario, 1879 with their 
possessions, the money earned and advice, arriving 
by rail in Winnipeg, Manitoba. The province was 
formed in 1870; and as far as anyone knew it was in 
Central Canada and a long distance west. They heard 
of the words prairies, buffalo, wild animals, forests 
of large and smaller trees, land of opportunity, and 
great stands of spruce. Foremost in their minds was 
the thought of owning land which extended for hun
dreds of miles, large tracts inhabited only by Indians. 

In the spring and summer of 1879, the coun
tryside was beautiful, so Henry Sleigh and George 
Finch arrived in the vicinity of the present village of 
Rossburn, possibly walking most of the way. They 
spent the coming winter working for a farmer in the 
Todburn area, learning, observing and planning. 

Henry Sleigh made application for a Homestead 
in the valley, 36-20-25, six miles north of Rossburn, 
upon a payment of $10 at Neepawa, where titles were 
granted for that section or area of Manitoba. The 
terms were 1. Residence at least six months of each 
year. 2. Various improvements to land were the main 
stipulations. Government inspectors, who have al
ways been with us, came to the settlers' home each 
year, just in case he had not fulfilled his end of the 
bargain. The Valley contained earlier settlers, G. D. 
Grants on the hill (he could build anything), Jim 
McBride in the Valley, Wm. Cochrane in the Valley 
and two Plante brothers, Gordon in the Valley and 
John on the Hill. Now the land could be productive 
but a Homestead could only feed one family so Mr. 
George Finch settled farther south and west and 
made a successful life. Family consisted of three girls 
and one son. Henry Sleigh and Finches visited back 
and forth for many long years and remained good 
friends. 

So Henry Sleigh, built one shelter on his home
stead, divided into two rooms, one for the man and in 
the other resided the ox. During the winter he had the 
good fortune to find a job, fairly close to home, 
cooking for a Lumber Co. on the Birdtail Creek 
which rises up north, and empties into the Assini
boine south of Birtle. The two lumber Companies, 
1880 were: 1. Mackenzie and Cameron and in 1882 
McKenzie and Nelson took over sawing logs into 
lumber which was floated down the Birdtail Creek. 
Either McKenzie or Cameron later became Man
itoba's Lieutenant Governor. Henry Sleigh cooked 
several years for the workers, thus making extra 
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money (cooks receive the highest wages), a much 
needed commodity in all times. Shoal Lake, 35 miles 
away, was the closest point for food and mail, which 
they thought nothing of and walking at that in pairs. 
Voting and elections came and went. Winter workers 
made arrangements for the care of their stock by 
neighbors. The story goes that some people came for 
one year and left the Valley, as we have early spring 
frosts and colder temperatures in the winter, for more 
promising country. My father, Henry Sleigh, and 
many more stayed. They had vision and foresight. 

Buildings arose on (Dad's) Henry Sleigh's 
homestead, house for himself and cattle barns (sod 
roofs were the order of the day most of his life). He 
later bought the adjoining East quarter (31 I believe) 
which he used the virgin land as cattle pasture. 
Horses were added and Dad loved horseback riding, 
a very convenient method of conveyance. This spe
cial three quarters where Henry Sleigh built his 
home, raised his herd of cattle and horses was abso
lutely perfect for a rancher. Hay covered nearly half 
of the quarter on the very low-lying land to form a 
meadow, growth was luxuriant because of the damp 
bog under lying, but sad to say he could only cut hay 
on the drier portion, but it was sufficient with straw 
for winter feeding. Then in the hills, (we lived in the 
shelter of the high South Valley hills) was an everlast
ing spring which never dried up summer or winter. A 
small brook ran from this bubbling spring, across the 
area leading to the excellent hay field. So Henry 
Sleigh chose his home site, cattle range and protected 
shelter belt from all cold winds, very well. The cattle 
were in a warm pocket of trees as the hills were well 
wooded. The hills provided fuel for our stoves, rail 
fences, wild fruit for fall preserving and Henry 
Sleigh loved the strong black currants growing along 
the Spring-fed creek as they made the most delicious 
jam. Ferns two feet high in protected areas grew in 
abundance. Actually as someone said of the site -
"A Rancher's Paradise." 360 acres of land for cattle 
to browse on and water. Henry Sleigh worked every 
day, except Sunday, and soon had a big herd, fenced 
in and each animal had a tag in his ear stating the 
name of the owner, H. Sleigh. 

Henry Sleigh may have had many cattle and 
horses but he had winter help available from the 
incoming immigrants who were offered special fares 
or rates by the Government. Henry also had two 
brothers from Scotland who worked for him for two 
years before they went west to Saskatoon. 

Henry's cattle drives to Solsgirth or Shoal Lake 
meant excitement, days of planning, aI1d good horse
manship. Men and horses gathered on the appointed 
day to drive certain cattle, already bargained for by a 
cattle dealer, to Rossburn where the animals would 



be shipped to Winnipeg. The Herefords were 
rounded up early on the appointed morning so, when 
the morning of the drive arrived, seven men and 
horses would gather at our home at 8 a. m. and all 
would be invited in for a small drink of whiskey. I can 
still see them standing in a circle in the dining room 
of our lovely old log house, glasses in hand, drinking 
to a successful drive. They mounted their horses, and 
then began the contest of man and horse trying to 
keep the moving cattle between the road allowance 
fences. One entry in Henry's diary stated: 

"Aug. 19 - Delivered cattle to Solsgirth. 
Load of 18 steers, 3 cows $672.50." 

Schools and Such 
Around 1890, many Valley Families were aware 

of the fact that a new school was needed. Now we 
were six miles north of Rossburn Village where they 
already had a school so, after John Huston and con
cerned taxpayers went through the proper procedure, 
a school was built 1 Y2 miles north of our Valley home. 
John Huston became a trustee and Henry Sleigh was 
chosen as Secretary Treasurer - a position he held 
until his death in 1918. 

Volunteer labor and material such as loads of logs 
helped with the building of the first Valley School on 
land donated by a farmer. One more thing besides 
equipment was necessary - a "Teacher". Miss 
Mathson, Mr. Baldwin, Hammond Irwin, and Chris
tina Young (later Mrs. D. Hough) are names of some 
of the teachers recorded in Henry's diary. The Valley 
School Division No. 624 had as many as 18-24 
pupils. Later in 1914, the attendance dwindled to as 
low as 10. 

Wood for the school was contracted for, and 
Flossie Cochrane did janitor work for years. The 
teacher boarded with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. 
Cochrane. Since they lived Y2 mile from the school, 
this meant she could go home for dinner. The school 
grant was often used as payment on the teacher's 
salary. 

Wood Bine Stock Fa.rm - Stopping House 
Mr. Henry Sleigh ran a Stopping House for men 

and rigs going through with loads before 1895 and for 
many years after. With so much traffic moving to and 
fro such as settlers and peddlars, these strangers had 
to stay somewhere, so Mr. Henry Sleigh, an opportu
nist who never let a chance to make money slip, 
decided he could accommodate such an enterprise. 
He charged everyone that could pay and took what 
you could afford, if you were short. Money went a 
long way in those days. For instance, in 1900, a 
pedlar and his horses were put up for the night with a 
charge of 50 cents. 

Dad had room in his yard for all to line up in 
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correct order for a get-away in the morning. He had 
room in the barn for the horses. He had feed in case 
they did not bring their own. He had beds and food 
for the men because he could bake bread, cookies, 
cake and pie. After he married in 1898, his wife was 
busy with the travellers until 1905 when such travel
ing stopped. 

Money Matters 
People borrowed money at 2 or 3%, or the going 

rate, from Mr. Henry Sleigh who acted as banker 
before the advent of the Bank in Rossburn. He lent to 
everyone and some were pretty doubtful pay-back
ers, but it was a lucrative business as money makes 
money. 

Hope and Ambitions 
On Sunday, 12 noon, February 20, 1910, my 

father's greatest wish came true. A son, Harry 
McLean Sleigh, was born and so we girls had a 
brother. 

The girls were growing up fast, and Henry Sleigh 

Gladys Sleigh. 



was a very proud man. He loved Canada, her people, 
and wished great things for her. 

Dad's health failed and on June 8, 1918, he passed 
away to be buried in Rossbum Cemetery overlooking 
the Birdtail Creek Valley which he loved and where 
he had lived for 42 years. Mother is buried beside 
him. 
submitted by Mrs. Stella C. Lobb - Gladstone, 
Manitoba; Mrs. Gladys I. Burt - Winnipeg, Man
itoba; Mr. Harry M. Sleigh - Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Paul Slobodesky 
Paul and Phyllis Slobodesky immigrated to 

Canada on April 21, 1899 from Skalat, Austria. 
They left from the Port of Hamburg, West Germany 
on a ship which, a month later, arrived at Halifax, 
Nova Scotia. The means of transportation then 
changed to rail, which took them to Fort Garry, 
Manitoba, where they rested for a few days. They 
were told by an immigration officer where they were 
to settle. They travelled to Shoal Lake, Manitoba. 
Here they were directed to go to the district in the area 
of Stewart's Lake. (Arrow Lake) 

The first night was spent out under the stars. The 
next day they cleared enough land to set up a large 
tent in which they lived for a period of time. 

They bought 160 acres of land for $10.00 which 
was located at 2-20-24 in the Municipality of 
Rossbum. They suffered many hardships in breaking 
this new land. They were forced to sell half of their 
160 acres. Paul left the family in a budd a for a few 
months and left to find work to try to earn some 
money. His wife, Phyllis was left with four children 
to fend for, on two bags of flour and a handful of 
European money with the aid of a cow for milk. 

Paul worked as a farmer's helper in the Hamiota 
district for a while. When he earned enough money, 
he returned to his family. With the help of a neighbor, 
a house was built on their land. 

For the next three winters Paul left the family and 
worked as a wood cutter to earn money until he could 
get the land into production. I,n time he was able to 
buy more land. 

Paul and Phyllis were blessed with twelve chil
dren, namely - Flora, Olga, Elizabeth, Ann, 
Yakim, Komelo, Zachery, Maxim, Bill, John, Nick 
and Helen. 
The Family-

Flora - the eldest of the children, was born in the 
Old Country. She died as a child before the family 
emigrated to Canada. 

Olga - married Tom Genovey and farmed in the 
Rossbum district. She died in 1963. 
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Elizabeth - married Sam Oryniak. They farmed 
in the Rossbum district. She died in 1968. 

Ann, Yakim, and Komelo all died as children. 
Zachery, known as Harry, married Nellie 

Tomchuk and farmed on the original homestead of 
Paul and Phyllis. Later Harry moved to the village. 
He died in 1969. 

Maxim - known as Sam, married Nellie Peech 
and he still lives in Vista. 

Nick - was a blacksmith and worked in 
Rossbum. He married Katherine Shermeta. He died 
in 1975. 

Bill - was a traveller and lived in many small 
communities. He was a blacksmith and eventually 
settled at Dauphin, Manitoba. He married Annie 
Peech. He died in 1978. 

Helen - married Mike Seminiuk and moved to a 
farm north of Toronto, Ontario. 

Maxim (Sam) Slobodesky 
Maxim (Sam) Slobodesky, after being employed 

at various jobs, bought some land south west of 
Vista, Manitoba. On February 9, 1924 he married 
Anastasia (Nellie) Peech. They continued to farm on 
this land. In 1926 their first child, Helen was born. In 
the years to follow they were blessed with seven more 
children, namely - Phyllis, Annie, Teenie, Marcel, 
John, Fred and Elizabeth. 

In 1967, Nellie passed away. Sam moved to the 
village of Vista where he presently resides. 
The Family-

Helen - married Jim Foxton, who was the post 
master at Oakbum. He is now deceased. They had 
four children - Douglas, Blaird, Eric, and Cheryl. 
Douglas married Joan Sonmore and they reside in 
Oakbum. 

Phyllis - married Peter Sidlar and they farm in 
the Rural Municipality of Rossbum. They have one 
daughter, Linda who is married to Ron Kostyk and 
reside in Boyle, Alberta. 

Annie - married Louis Bart. They farmed in the 
district and later moved to the village of Rossbum in 
1978. They have a daughter, Betty Anne who married 
Corporal John Watson. They reside at Shilo, C.F.B. 
Manitoba. 

Teenie - married Metro Bilawka. They lived in 
Winnipeg until 1958 when they moved to farm north 
of Rossbum. They have four children - Cynthia, 
Matthew, John and Bonnie. Cynthia married Con
stable Russel Theis and now reside in Nanaimo, 
B.C. 

Marcel lives in Oakbum and is employed in road 
construction. He married Rachel Wilson and they 
have four children - Ward, Robin, Sam, and Terri. 



John -lives in Oakburn with his widowed sister, 
Helen Foxton. He is employed in road construction. 

Fred - lives in Shoal Lake and also works with 
road construction. 

Elizabeth (Jean) is a registered nurse. She mar
ried Reginald Sosniak who has an electronic busi
ness. They reside in Aldergrove, B.C. They have two 
sons, Colin and Terrance. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Smith. 

John Allan Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. John Allan Smith were born in 

Scotland where they both taught school in Kincar
dineshire and Banffshire for a number of years. 

Mr. Smith came out to St. Louis, Missouri, 
U.S .A., in the year 1893 where he was in business 
for several years in the real estate line. 

Nellie Carr followed out and they were married in 
St. Louis, Missouri. There were three of a family; 
two boys, Allan and Douglas and Nellie who passed 
away when ten years old. 

They moved to Winnipeg in 1904 where Mr. 
Smith was again in business. Several years later they 
moved to Rossburn then up to the valley ten miles 
north which made Rossburn their closest town. They 
settled on Section 1, township 21, range 25, and 
farmed there until they retired. 

While there they made many friends over the 
years including Jim McBride, the Robt. Wilson fam
ily, Allan Elvers family, Geo. Fardell family, Wm. 
Craig family, and many more. 

Mrs. Smith took a great interest in all church 
work and activities including teaching Sunday 
School and playing the organ, in fact there were a lot 
of musical evenings held in the farm residence. Mrs. 
Smith had her piano and Mr. Smith played the violin. 

In 1940 they moved to Red Deer, Alberta and 
were there approximately twenty years again making 
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quite a number of friends. They were the first couple 
to occupy the Twilite Cottages built by the Kiwanis 
Club around 1952. They also had their golden wed
ding anniversary celebration while in Red Deer. 

Mr. Smith passed away on March 31, 1960 at the 
age of 92 years. Mrs. Smith passed away on May 1, 
1960 at the age of 93 years. Both were in Rimbey, 
Alberta hospital at time of passing. They enjoyed a 
long life together over the years. 

by Douglas Smith 

Chrissie and Allan Smith 
Chrissie Smith was born Christina Fardell, in 

Pulment, Scotland. When she was still a wee lassie of 
five years, she emigrated from Scotland to Canada 
with her parents and three sisters. They made their 
home in Winnipeg where they resided for the next 
two years. Mr. Fardell purchased a farm near An
gusville, Manitoba and the family moved to this 
isolated area. They were fifty miles from the nearest 
railroad. 

Mrs. Fardell had never lived on a farm before, so 
it was quite an experience for her. They lived in a tent 
while their house was being built, and the howling of 
the coyotes and other noises in the night made Mrs. 
Fardell very nervous. One night when the dogs were 
barking furiously one of them came rushing into the 
tent and she was terrified, believing it to be a wolf. 

Chrissie had to walk a mile through the brush to 
reach the schoolhouse. No doubt it seemed a long 
way to a little girl. She was the only pupil in the 
school who was not Ukrainian, as their land was in a 
Ukrainian settlement. She enjoyed school and taught 
the children how to play the games she had learned 
from her older sisters, and in turn the Ukrainian 
children taught Chrissie how to speak the Ukrainian 
language. Even now she hasn't forgotten it all, and 
can still spiel it off if she wishes. 

Mrs. Fardell had another terrifying experience. 
While she was riding in the buggy, her horse became 
frightened and commenced to back up. Chrissie was 
not in the buggy at the time but something possessed 
her and she hopped in. She still doesn't know why 
she did it. The horse kept backing up and the buggy 
went over the side of the bridge. It turned upside 
down and landed in the Birdtail River on top of 
Chrissie and her Mother. The top of the buggy was up 
and that is what probably saved their lives. 

That same nag had kicked Chrissie above her eye 
when she was helping to round up some horses, so 
she thought he had a grudge against her. However as 
Chrissie says, "The horse is gone and I'm still here." 
Probably the horse had never heard of the hardy 
Scots. 

After living for six years on the farm near An-



gusville the Fardells moved to another farm in the 
Ranchvale area. Chrissie now drove a distance of 
three and one half miles in a horse and buggy to 
Bruan School. 

When her sister was married, Chrissie met the 
best man who was Allan Smith. She thought he really 
was the best man and was married to him in 1922. 

Allan was born in St. Louis, Missouri U.S.A. 
and came to Canada with his parents when he was 
thirteen years of age. The Smith family settled on a 
farm about seven miles from Ranchvale. Allan 
played the violin for the dances in Ranchvale and 
Chrissie loved to dance, so it worked out perfectly. 

Chrissie and Allan moved to the farm of Allan's 
parents. Chrissie raised chickens, turkeys and geese. 
The river ran close by and the geese thoroughly 
enjoyed it. The Smiths had cattle also. 

A daughter, Helen, was added to the family and in 
less than a year Ken carne along so Chrissie had her 
hands full. When Helen was eleven, she was stricken 
with the dread disease, Polio. As a result she had 
curvature of the spine which left her paralyzed from 
the waist down. In 1945 she passed away. The next 
year, a daughter, Shirley was born. 

The Smith farm was only a few miles from the 
Riding Mountain Game Preserve. It came as quite a 
shock when they heard that the Ranger was shot and 
killed while sitting at his table. His wife of a couple of 
weeks ran to the phone and called another Ranger. 
While phoning, she was shot in the face, but she got 
her message across. The Ranger had heard the shot, 
so was soon at the scene of the disaster. The culprit 
was never found nor the reason for the shooting ever 
discovered. 

Chrissie and Allan were not satisfied with their 
farm and when they heard of greater prosperity in 
Alberta, they moved to Red Deer, where Allan got a 
job. In the early 1950's, he was employed by the 
Lacombe Experimental Farm. They moved to the 
house where they still live. They were never sorry 
that they moved here and Chrissie says they really 
love it here. Allan worked at the farm until his retire
ment. He now enjoys working in the garden and 
yard. 

Chrissie loves to travel and likes to go by plane. 
She has been to California to visit with her sisters and 
also visited a sister in Victoria. She accompanied 
Mrs. Annie Opden Dries on a trip to Holland and had 
a wonderful time. While there they stayed with aunts 
and cousins of Mrs. Opden Dries. Chrissie really 
appreciated the hospitality. She dressed in a Dutch 
costume to have her picture taken, and a fine Dutch 
lady she made too. There was such a resemblance 
between a Dutch lady in the picture and Chrissie that 
it was hard to tell who was who. During that same trip 

373 

they visited Germany, Switzerland, England and 
Scotland. Chrissie enjoyed every minute of her six 
week holiday. It was on this trip that she started her 
spoon collection. She now has two hundred and fifty 
commemorative and souvenir spoons. Allan made 
the attractive racks which hold them. 

Their son Ken lives at Eckville, and daughter 
Shirley Matheson has made her home at Hudson 
Hope, B.C. There are two granddaughters of whom 
they are very proud. Allan has a brother Doug, who 
lives at Victoria. 

Chrissie is a member of the Evangelical Free 
Church W.M.S. She is Vice-President of The Home 
League, a member of Kozy Komer, and belongs to 
the Kozy Komer Keep Fit dance group. Chrissie was 
chosen Senior Snow-fest Queen in 1978, and Snow
fest Senior Princess in 1979. 

Chrissie has many hobbies such as Crocheting, 
Knitting and quilting. Ceramics and bead work have 
also proved to be interesting. She enjoys working 
with her flowers in the garden and also has many 
houseplants. 

Sokol an 
Samuel Sokolan was born in the village of 

Pawlickaw, Ukraine, in the year of 1884. He came to 
Canada in 1907 at the age of25. In 1910 Sam married 

Samuel and Katherine Sokolan with Rose in 1922. 



Katherine Klushcz. Katherine was born in 
Pylatkiwici, Ukraine in the year of 1895. They home
steaded north-east of Rossburn on a parcel of land 
(bush) (Y4 sec. 12-21-24) that was purchased for a 
huge sum of $450.00. Indeed it took many years to 
pay it off. Here they raised eight of their 11 children, 
three who died when very young. 

Mary Gurniak, born 1912; lives in Birtle. 
Nellie Bidochka - Rossburn. 
Rose Steinhauer - deceased, November 3, 

1970. 
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Alex (Sokolan) - Rossburn. 
Mike (Sokolan) - deceased May 9, 1959. 
Helen Pryndik - Ear Falls, Ont. 
Mervin (Sokolan) - Thunder Bay, Ont. 
Bert (Sokolan) - born 1933, lives in Brandon. 
Samuel died on July 13, 1959 at the age of 75. 
Katherine died on November 11, 1951 at the age of 

Contributed by Mary Gurniak, Birtle 

Sotas 
Harry Sotas was born in 1876 in the village of 

Stryhaunscey, province of Halychyna (Latinized to 
Galicia) which was ruled from Vienna (Wiens). This 
was part of greater Ukraine in the seventeenth cen
tury and is called Western Ukraine now after being 
re-united with the larger eastern part after World War 
II. In November of 1900 he married Anna Baubie of 
the same place who was eighteen years old and they 
owned one-half of a small thatched house, the other 
half owned by his brother Dmetro and his wife. He 
carried mail through several villages, a distance of 
about thirty-five kilometres for the equivalent of ele
ven cents (11 ¢) per day and he and his wife grew 
vegetables and a bit of grain on one and one-half (1 Y2 
ha) hectares ofland scattered in several parcels, some 
three kilometres from the other. 

Living conditions were very poor for the ordinary 
folk and during several winters they suffered mal
nutrition and sometimes it became so bad that they 
suffered what was called "sleepoty" or partial blind
ness. Medical facilities were non-existent and over % 
of the people were illiterate. Sixty per cent of the land 
was owned by titled noblemen, retired senior army 
officers and the church. Wages were very low about 
ten cents (l0¢) per day and no food was provided by 
the employer and if a person rented land three quar
ters (%) of what was grown went to the land lord. The 
laws were oppressive and was administered by brutal 
gendarmes and government functioneirres who had 
no compassion or humility and the ordinary people 
or peasants were treated much like the negroes on 
cotton plantations in the U. S. A. before the civil war 
of 1861-65. Is it any wonder that people migrated to 
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other countries like Brazil, Argentina and the largest 
number came by the thousands to Canada? 

1906 was a land mark in his life, leaving his wife 
Anna and two children at home due to lack of money, 
he sailed to Canada on the S.S. Mount Temple and 
arrived in Winnipeg in early May, and obtained work 
on the building of the Grand Trunk Railway (now 
C.N.R.) near St. Lazare. The following winter 
1906-1907 was the worst on record and he worked 
nights draining springs from the hillsides, away from 
the road-bed to prevent it from freezing and being 
tough and immune to cold in his hands, he became 
known as the "man who wore no mitts" and this 
stuck to him as long as he lived. 

In the fall of 1907, when the railroad work pe
tered out, Harry got work operating a coal dock at 
Souris. This was piece work which had been done by 
two men and he managed it alone and this enabled 
him to send money to his family and save some. He 
went back home for Christmas of 1908 with the idea 
of buying more land and living there; but after seeing 
the freedom and opportunities in Canada and com
paring it with the intolerable financial and political 
restrictions and the repressive outlook in general, he 
returned to Manitoba in May of 1909 and got his old 
job back at Souris. 

In 1910, he bought the S.E.Y4 sec. 14-21-25 from 
Joe Elliott who has purchased it from John Huston 
(Larry's great grandfather) who homesteaded it in the 
late 1880's, and the following spring his family came 
over and so began their attempt at farming. During 
the first years on the farm, he continued working 
trying to save enough to buy some livestock and 
some used machinery and later he worked part-time 
and farmed part of the time. Land clearing was very 
slow and this was done by axe and grub hoe and 
watered by the sweat of the brow. General overall life 
slowly improved and there were many difficulties, 
but there was no semi-starvation that they experi
enced in Europe. They were helped by many good 
neighbors who were the Plants, Ewanchuks, Cam
erons, Walkos, Karmazenuks and Crookshanks, and 
also very helpful were their relatives the Belbas's. 

Our parents lived on the main road leading into 
the valley and many people caught in snow or rain 
storms called in for refuge, and my mother never 
turned anyone away. Her motto was "be kind and 
helpful to everyone for that is the teaching of Chris
tianity." Jane "Bone" Mecas was a regular visitor 
and after being fed would always thank her and say 
"God will pay you for your kindness." Pages could 
be written on the different characters who called in, 
but we will mention one incident. One evening a 
farmer who lived several miles north-west of us 
called in and had lunch with us and during the con-



versation our mother asked how his wife was and he 
replied "She's OK now but she had the pendick 
(appendicitis) but I cured it." How he achieved this 
miracle was never explained. 

Community life centred around the church and 
our parents became members of the Greek Orthodox 
Church at Glen Elmo which was built on Sec. 
2-21-25 along a trail that led to Rossburn on land 
donated by the late John Karmazenuk, one of the 
early settlers. A new church was built in 1928 near a 
good road. This had three domes and a full basement 
and this became the focal point of religious, cultural 
and other community activities. 

Farming became very rough during the 1930's or 
dirty thirties as they were called and although the 
drought contributed, it was not the major factor. The 
prices received for farm produce was very low; for 
example wheat no. 3 brought 20 cents, 3 CW barley 
5Y2, bacon hogs were five bucks and 1000 lb. steers 
sold from 10-12 dollars, and eggs sold for three cents 
a dozen. There were one million unemployed out of a 
population of some eleven million. People lost their 
homes. Farms were abandoned and banks, mortgage 
and Insurance companies foreclosed right and left. 
This was a very trying experience, but we some how 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Sotas as seen in 1950 just before their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary. 

kept being cheerful and helpful. It continued right up 
until the second World War started. Our parents and 
their family suffered with everybody else and it was 
every bit as hard as it was when they first arrived in 
Manitoba. 

In 1947, they sold their farm and moved to 
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Rossburn where they lived happily amongst other 
retired neighbors and friends, often visited by their 
children. Anna Sotas died in April 1956 after a linger
ing illness and Harry passed away in 1960. They 
are both buried in the Glen Elmo Cemetery. 

There were five children surviving them out of 
their original nine. Charlie, the oldest married Erma 
Hewlett, was a moulder by trade and spent fifty years 
working in the trade union movement serving in 
many official capacities. They have one daughter 
Susan married to Dale Buddey and they have two 
daughters. Mary married William Skomorowski, 
was widowed in 1947 and farmed with her son 
Stanley near Solsgirth. The younger son Edward 
married Anne Leitch and they have two daughters 
Sandra and Donna. Barbara (Wora) married Michael 
Skomorowski in Chicago in 1929. They returned to 
Manitoba in 1932 and farmed at Shortdale. They took 
part in community life and he served as Reeve for 
two terms in the R.M. of Hillsburg. They have two 
children, lona married to Carl Semchuk and they 
have five daughters. Nelson married Grace McMur
ray and they live in Roblin and have two children 
Angeline and Thomas. Nelson is a master mechanic 
and has worked at Princeton, B.C., and is currently 
employed by Gabers. Michael married Margaret 
Pawluk of the Mears district and they farmed suc
cessfully until 1965 in the valley when they moved to 
Winnipeg, but Mike continues to farm. He hoboed 
all over Canada after high school days. He served in 
the Canadian Army and won three promotions in one 
year and played a prominent part in farm, municipal 
and political organizations for over thirty years. 
They have five children, Wayne a plumber by trade, 
but who prefers to farm married Dianna Prosak and 
they have two children Shauna and Michael and they 
live near Solsgirth. Wilma who graduated from the 
University of Man. with a B.A. teaches in Winnipeg 
and is currently on a Canada-Australia teacher-ex
change program in Adelaide, South Australia. She 
was married to Neil Winther. Betty attended Red 
River College and is employed with the Manitoba 
Police Commission. She married Ronald Sidoryk 
and they live in Winnipeg and have one daughter 
Tracy. 

Lloyd is attending the University of British Co
lumbia studying agriculture and spent two years at 
the U. of M., in Winnipeg. Harry the youngest son of 
the family attends Daniel McIntyre school and is in 
Gr. 12. He plays hockey and has won several awards 
over the years. 

Anne the youngest, married Stanley Fawcett and 
they operate a trucking business in Winnipeg and 
have three children. Barbara married to Terry 
Mathis, Howard married to Eletha Morrison. Jean 



the youngest is studying oral hygiene at Red River 
College. 

In reminiscing over the years from the time of the 
first settlers, Harry Sleigh and George Finch in 1879, 
a great deal of water has flowed through the Birdtail 
River and with it, many of the tribulations, hard
ships, sorrows andjoys of the early settlers have been 
washed away through the time. From the humble 
beginnings came progress all but slow and painful. In 
order to comprehend what has happened it is neces
sary to look back at the stalwart pioneers, men and 
women of different ethnic and cultural backgrounds 
who through their children became fused together 
"Canadians all. " 

May we remember and be mindful of the debt we 
owe to them - the pioneers and may they "rest in 
peace." 

Spikhuk 

Wasyl and Tachia Spilchuk. (1926) 

Fred Siebeleski 
Fred Stebeleski was born in 1880 in the Village of 

Davidkiwchi, county of Chortkow, in Ukraine. At 
the age of nineteen, he enlisted into the compulsory 
three year army training. The training was very 
strict. Upon his return at the age of22, he spoke to his 
parents about his wishes to go to Canada to make a 
better life for himself. With their savings, his parents 
paid his fare and wished him success. 

Although finding it heartbreaking to leave his 
family, he embarked on his three week voyage by 
steamship. In 1902, he arrived in Halifax and trav
elled to Winnipeg by train. Amongst the many hard
ships he endured, the worst was that he could not 
speak English. Accompanied by five men, he walked 
from Winnipeg to Dauphin looking for work. Being 
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tired, hungry and without money, one of the men 
decided to walk into a farmyard to beg for food or 
work. The farm wife approached him with a shotgun. 
Kneeling down and starting to pray, the man indi
cated he was hungry. The lady gave them a loaf of 
bread. He bowed his head and offered his thanks in 
Ukrainian. 

Fred spent the winter north of Shoal Lake where 
he met a lot of friends from his country. In the 
summer he took a job on the railroad and worked his 
way up to a foreman's position. In a few years time, 
he purchased a house in Portage la Prairie. He re
turned to Shoal Lake to visit his friends amongst 
whom was the Joseph and Catherine Zubrack family. 

There he met their daughter, Mary, whom he later 
married. Fred and Mary lived their married life in 
Portage la Prairie. Because Mary did not want to 
leave the City, Fred left his employment with the 
railroad and began working at the flour mill where he 
was employed for nine years. 

Standing, Left to Right: Dmytro, Onofrey, Alex. Sitting: John, 
Fred Stebeleski, Mike, Lena, Mary Stebeleski with Annie. 

Four children, Lena, John, Mike and Ann were 
born to them. In 1913, a big tragedy struck when 
Mary passed away leaving the four young children. 
To help look after his children, Fred paid the fare for 
his two brothers to emigrate from the Ukraine. When 
they left, he hired a housekeeper. Later Fred married 
Ann Bodnorchuk who had come from the same vil
lage in the Ukraine. Because of the War, Fred was left 
unemployed. Fred and Ann then moved five miles 
north of Oak burn on Section 22, Township 19, Range 
23. Presently, on this land, there stands a monument 
in remembrance of the first Ukrainian settlers who 
lost their lives in a Scarlet Fever epidemic. 

Born to Fred and Ann was one daughter, Mar
garet. Fred passed away in 1954. Ann passed away in 
1957. 

Lena married Joe Topolniski and lived in 



Neepawa. Their children are: Fred, Tilly, Mary, Mar
garet and Ann. Lena died in 1976. 

John married Mary Woychyshyn and farmed near 
Oakburn retiring in Shoal Lake. Their children are: 
Lydia married to Stanley Luhowy, Lawrence married 
to Sheila Lukaschuk, Don married to Lillian 
Bulischak and Jerry married to Lydia Trakalo. 

Mike married Teenie Dutchak and resides in 
Oakburn. Their children are: Marie, Rose, Elsie, 
Roxy and Sonia. 

Ann married Joe Choptiuk. They farmed and are 
now retired in Shoal Lake. Their children are: John, 
Walter, Ernie and Phyllis. 

Margaret married Joe Sitko and lives on a farm 
near Oakburn. They have one son, Leonard, married 
to Evelyn Peleshok. 

John Stech 
John Stech came to Canada in 1906 from 

Dabetkiwchiw, Chortkiw in Ukraine. He was twenty 
four years old and worked with the C.P.R. in the 
Shoal Lake area for six years. 

He met Catherine Zajec, who came to Canada in 
1911 to her aunt, Mrs. Linda Fillas. Catherine came 
from Zubkiw, Sokol in Ukraine, John and Catherine 
were married January, 1912 in Olha Church and were 
parishioners of the Rossburn Farms Church. They 
farmed in the Vista district for sixteen years. In 1928, 
they moved to Kelloe where they farmed until their 
retirement in 1944 when they moved to Shoal Lake. 

They were blessed with nine children. 

Back Row: Paul Shwaluk, Bill Yaskiw. Front Row: Mrs. Stech, 
Annie Shwaluk, Stella Yaskiw, Mr. Stech. (1955) 
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Mike Stech was married to Rose Malchuk. They 
had six children. Phyllis, Dianne, Marlene, Joyce, 
Peter, Louise. 

Annie Stech was married to Paul Shwaluk. They 
had six children. Patricia, Theodore, Elsie, Sidney, 
Earl, Max. 

Stella Stech married to Bill Yaskiw. They had 
five children, Adam, Wesley, Edward, Walter, 
Shirley. 

Joe Stech married to Margaret Gallant. 
Helen Stech married to Walter Ewanyshan. They 

had five childen, Arnold, Eugene, Frances, Joseph, 
Josephine. 

Elsie Stech married to Peter Lysy. They had one 
child, Joseph. 

Bill Stech married to Stella Mychasiw. They had 
2 children, Gloria, Lonnie. 

Sam Stech married to Bella Chorkalon. They had 
three children, Daniel, Catherine, Cynthia. 

Rose Stech was married to Matt Stadnyk. They 
had one child, Sylvia. 

Catherine passed away in 1956 and son Mike in 
1975. John passed away in 1978 at the age of 95. 

It is by the perseverence of pioneers like them that 
we are so fortunate today. May God help them rest in 
peace. 

Frank Steel 
I was born October 17th, 1908 in Tottenham, 

England, firstborn of Albert Edward Steel and Elea
nor Anne (Maynard). 

At the age of twelve, I joined the Boy Scouts, 173 
North London, eventually becomirig assistant Scout
master. It was through these activities that I became 
very fond of the outdoor life. It was all this that 
prompted me to quit my job in London and head 
west. The slogan of the day was "Go west young 
man." So on September 1st, 1928, I boarded the 
Empress of Australia for Canada. On board I made 
friends with Derick Ricks and Jack French who were 
also going to Vista, Manitoba. We landed in Quebec 
September 8th. Our next stop was Winnipeg, "The 
Gateway to the West." It was then we realized how 
vast a country Canada was. 

By the time we arrived in Vista, harvest was in 
full swing. The other two boys were hired out to 
farmers in the area. I was taken to the old Bell farm, 
owned at that time by John Chegwin. The following 
morning I was taken by horse and buggy to what was 
called the south quarter, sixty acres of wheat which 
had been cut by a binder. I was told my job was to put 
all these sheaves together in bunches of what they 
called stooks! I worked for various farmers in Vista 
district also in Shoal Lake district. 

I married Gwen Forde in 1940. We raised our 



family of seven in the Vista community, moved to 
Vernon, B.C. in November 1968. Forde and Gwen 
Steel and one daughter live in Kamloops, B.C. 

Noel and Bernice Steel and their son live in 
Vernon. 

Frances and Levi Driedger live in Salmon Arm. 
Lawrence and Janet Steel live in Blackie, Alber-

ta, they have one daughter and one son. 
Cathy and Ross Giles live in Kamloops, B.C. 
Leslie E. Steel lives in Vernon, B.C. 
Joan and Bruce Cunningham live in Vernon, 

B.C. 
Footnote: In spite of the fact that Frank Steel 

makes no mention of it, we think it should be record
ed in our history that he was a talented (amateur) 
artist. One of his large scenic oil painting hangs in 
Rossburn Collegiate, several are in places like Shoal 
Lake Hospital, and Morley House (Shoal Lake). 
Many people in the area have one or more of his 
beautiful pictures in their homes. They were often 
requested to be given as farewell gifts or wedding 
presents. 
- Editorial Committee 

Alexander (Sandy) Stewart 
1836-1909 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Stewart were born in the 
Stratford, Ontario district. Their children were: 

Daughters: Lizzie (Mrs. Wm. Hamilton). 
Jessie (Mrs. Wm. McKee) both of Rossburn, 

Manitoba. 
Sophia (Mrs. R. Gardiner) of Oakburn, Man

itoba. 
Sons: George and Alec both of Rossburn, Man

itoba. (Two girls and three boys were deceased at an 
early age.) 

In May 1880, the Stewarts settled on the farm 
S.W. Y4 Sec. 34, T. 19, R. 24W. Mr. Stewart com
posed many comic and sentimental songs, and has a 
book compiled of some of his poetry written as 
memoirs of personal loved ones, based on Biblical 
truths. Example: St. John 14:1,2 
o may our hearts be made so pure 
That we a mansion may secure, 
In our blest Father's home above, 
Where all is peace and joy and love; 
And then, through Jesus, we will make 
Our entrance through the pearly gate. 

Stitt 
The Stitt lineage can currently be traced to James 

Stitt (1773-1844) and Elizabeth Steele (1783-??) both 
of Londonderry, Ireland. This carpenter and wood
worker raised a family of thirteen children. Of these 
children, it has been confirmed that three moved to 
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America in the early 1800's and settled in New York 
State, and in Ontario at Stittsville and Smith Falls. In 
these latter cases, land grants were received for ser
vice with the British Army during the War of 
1812-1814. Further background for these exploits can 
be found in "Country Tales" , collected and edited by 
the Tweedsmuir History Committee of Stittsville 
1973, and in "History of the Ottawa Valley, 1974." 

The Stitt Coat of Arms carries with it the motto, 
- "Alta Petit" when translated means "Aim at High 
Things". It can be confirmed in Burk's General Ar
mory. 

The most prominent variations of the name spell
ing that have been verified include - Stit, Stith, 
Stiths, Stitte, and Stitts. 

The village of Stittsville was established in 1824 
by James Stitt, carpenter and shoemaker. Records 
show that later settlers in the area included his broth
er, Jackson, who became the political leader for the 
growing community. He managed the Inn on the 
stagecoach route to By town. (later to be known as 
Ottawa.) He was the first post master (1854-1857) 
and was instrumental in having the railway pass 
through that area. The original house occupied by 
James (1804-1867) and his bride, Isabella Montgom-

James Stitt, 1846-1914. 



ery (1819-1894) still stands and presently lived in by a 
descendant of the family. 

To James and Isabella were born ten children. 
Three of their family remained in the Stittsville area 
to farm; one became a prominent fuel merchant in 
Ottawa; five emigrated to United States of America to 
pursue careers, in theology, business, and the oil 
industry, two sons, James (1846-1914) and Joseph 
(1861-1942) emigrated to the Rossburn area. Their 
migration was prompted by the tales of good land, 
open spaces, and adventure, that was relayed by the 
early settlers. 

James' early pioneer days began at Atwood, On
tario in the 1870's where he was a carriage maker and 
carpenter. These skills were to hold him in good stead 
in the wilds of western Canada from 1879 to future 
years when he and Joseph took up homesteads to 
pave the way in developing the community. James' 
land was located on N. 24-19-25. They erected log 
buildings and began to break the land in searcJ:1 of a 
livelihood. This land is located one mile south of 
Rossburn. 

James married Hannah Marie Shaw (1859-1923) 
in Winnipeg in 1882. Hannah had come from 
Chesley, Ontario, and was more than slightly 
shocked by the ruggedness of the living conditions 
and the cold winters of the west that greeted her. 

To James and Hannah were born six children 
while they farmed in the Rossburn district. James 
later moved to a farm north of Shoal Lake where he 
lived until his death in April of 1914. Hannah died in 
1923 in St. Boniface, Manitoba. 

The family:-
Marietta (1883-1966) married Closson Badger 

(1881-1952) in Shoal Lake in 1906. Their children 
were Garda Loraine (1908-1915), Wilma Vera 
(1909-1973) married Clifford Cripps (1908-1975), 
Leila Valma (1912- ) married William Albert 
Walker, Gamet Wilfred (1915-1966) married Elinor 
Lavinaway (1923- ), Lola Joyce (1918- ) 
married Alexander Russell Grills (1911- ), Olive 
Mae (1921-1942). 

Isabella (1884-1970) married Samuel Mitchell 
(1876-1962) in 1903. Their story will be recorded 
under Mitchell heading. They had four daughters and 
two sons. 

Ralph Ernest (1886-1974) married Ida May Reed 
(1888-1980). As the eldest son of the family Ralph 
took up the family homestead where they lived until 
moving into the village of Rossburn in 1946. Ida 
came west from Hamilton, Ontario in 1908 and lived 
in the Solsgirth district until she married Ralph in 
1913. Three sons were born, namely-Vivian Ernest 
(1915- ), Eric Reed (1919- ) who married 
Pamela Heslop in 1945 in England. Eric was with the 

Hannah Stitt (wife of James Stitt). 

Ralph and Ida Stitt. 

379 



R.C.A.F. during the 1939-1945 war. Bernard Ralph 
(1925- ) married Margaret Milliken. 

Mabel (1887-1976) married George Pimlott Sher
ritt (1888-1974) in 1915. Their children were Carman 
George (1917- ) and Sylvia Mabel (1922- ) 
who married George Edward Ryder in 1952. Their 
story will be recorded under Sherritt. 

Edith Jane (1889-1976) married Robert Severin 
Block (1894-1975) in 1916. They lived in Minnedosa 
and had four children. Doris 0918-1976) married 
Ernest Miller, Lillian Edith (1919- ) works in 
Brantford, Ontario, Lloyd Robert (1922- ) mar
ried Dorothy Fox and they live in Hamilton. Arthur 
James (1926- ) works in Brantford. 

Miss Edith Stitt. 

James Wilson (1893-1967) attended Perth School 
#575 which was formed in April of 1889. He enlisted 
in the Army during the Great War of 1914 to 1918. He 
was a member of the Canadian Legion, the Loyal 
Orange Lodge, and the Rossbum Agricultural So-
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ciety. In 1915 he married Annie Eileen Cope 
(1895-1978) of Russell, Manitoba. They farmed in 
the Hillsburg Municipality, near Roblin, on a home
st~ad N .E. 9-25-27. In the mid twenties they moved 
to farm N.W.Y4 7-19-24 and succeeding years on the 
Wm. Crowe place at SY2 23-19-25, and to Wm. 
Peden farm to three quarters of 33-19-24. They 
moved to Rossburn in early 1940's when Harry Boy
chuk purchased the farm. Wilson maintained a dray 
business for a few years about the village. 

Mrs. Eileen Stitt. (1977) 

Eileen occupied their two storey house with 
boarders of teachers, and transient lodgers such as 
hydro crews or church workers. She will always be 
remembered for her kind and generous hospitality. 
She made a significant contribution to the organiza
tions of her day. Her main interests were with her 
work in the United Church and secretary treasurer for 
the Sunday School. 

Children of Wilson and Eileen were-
Florence Eileen Melissa (1916- ) married Al-

lan Leslie Kemp (1909- ) in 1941. Allan served in 
the R.C.A.F. They have two married sons, Melvin 
and Gregory and five grand children. Florence works 
for Home Nursing Care. Allan has retired from Eat
on's Furniture Warehouse in Winnipeg. 

Dorothy Isabel (1918- ) married Harold Al-
exander Brown (1902-1979). They farmed in the Vis
ta area until selling the farm to Ray Brown in 1973. 
They retired to live in Rossburn. They have one son. 
Gerald Robert (1937- ) received his teacher 
training in 1955 at Brandon College and taught in 
elementary schools for a few years. He procured 
additional degrees in Arts, Bachelor and Masters in 
Education from University of Manitoba and Masters 
of Library Science at Western Michigan University 
in 1967. He worked in the Winnipeg School Division 
in Library Services in various supervisory positions 
since September of 1965. In 1978 he was promoted to 



the appointment of Chief School Librarian for all 
School Library Services for Winnipeg School # 1. 
He is responsible for all aspects of library media 
services including staffing, training, collections, 
maintenance and budgets for the libraries in each of 
the system's eighty schools. He teaches a graduate 
course in Educational Media Management. 

Gerald has served for ten years singing with 
Winnipeg Opera and the Winnipeg Philharmonic 
Choir since about 1965. 

Gerald enjoys curling and swimming and has 
won several trophies and awards. 

Lois Eleanor (1919- ) married Frank The-
odore Ferguson (1918- ) in 1951. She worked for 
a number of years as accountant for Imperial Oil Ltd. 
Since her marriage they have farmed in the Dugald 
area, east of Winnipeg. They have two sons, and a 
daughter, and two grand children. 

James Beverley (1921- ) married Margaret 
Murray (1932- ) in 1955. In his earlier years Jim 
worked on the farm followed by an itinerant crushing 
and wood sawing business. In 1950 he began work
ing on a railroad maintenance crew for the Canadian 
National Railways in Southern Manitoba. Jim and 
Margaret retired to live in Roland, Manitoba in 1971. 
To this family there are three daughters, a son, and 
one grand daughter. 

Gerald Douglas (1924- ) served overseas 
with the R.C.A.F. during the war of 1939-1945. He 
married Mary Christina Dekkers (1925- ) of 
Eindhoven, Holland in 1947. He worked for Shell 
Oil in Vancouver until he retired in 1977. They now 
live in Penticton, British Columbia. They have three 
children and one grandchild. 

Clifford Augustus (1925- ) enlisted with the 
R.C.A.F. in the war of 1939-1945. He married Alice 
Irene Sorer of Elkhorn in 1948. They have four 
daughters, one son and six grand children. Cliff 
worked for a number of years for Good Roads Ser
vice in Manitoba, then as an orderly at the Coquitlam 
Hospital, and now works for British Columbia High
way Maintenance Services. They live in Kamloops 
on the shores of Paul's Lake. 

Evan Nelson (1926- ) served a year in the 
Canadian Army attached to the Canadian Armoured 
Corps. In 1953 he graduated in Pharmacy from the 
University of Manitoba. He has been employed in 
pharmacy in Dauphin and in January of 1956 he 
became manager of Stitt's Drugs Limited. Evan mar
ried Alice Margaret BaIchen in 1955. They have two 
daughters and three sons. 

Alice Shirley Geraldine (1934- ) is the 
youngest of the Stitt family. Following her High 
school education she was an operator for Manitoba 
Telephone System at Foxwarren. In 1953 she married 

381 

Terry David Lawrence who served for the R.C.A.F. 
in various Air Force Bases such as Rivers, Manitoba, 
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, Clinton, Exeter, Ottawa, 
Ontario, Greenwood, Nova Scotia. 

Shirley and Terry have three daughters and one 
son and two grand children. All are currently living 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

J. J. Stitt Family 
Joseph Jackson Stitt was born in 1861 in Stitts

ville, Ontario and came to Manitoba reaching his 
homestead (SW 19-19-24) on May 24, 1879. In Feb
ruary, 1887, he married Ann Stirling who came from 
Lame, Ireland where she was born on March 18, 
1867. Together they farmed and raised a famil y of ten 
children. Milton was born in the year 1888. He was a 
school teacher and died in 1950. 

Thomas was born in 1890 and farmed at Vista. He 
died at Rossburn in 1976. 

William was born in 1891 and married Florence 
Brown on June 21, 1922 and they farmed at Vista, 
Manitoba. They had three children: Eleanor, Willis 
and Reita. William and Florence now reside at Mor
ley House, Shoal Lake. 

John was born in 1893; he married Viola Rowe on 
August 1, 1934. He was a storekeeper and postmaster 
at Rossburn until his retirement to Neepawa where 
they both still actively enjoy their retirement. They 
had four sons: Melvin, Delroy, Robert and Donald. 

Samuel was born in 1895 and on March 8, 1922, 
he married Emma Seebach. They farmed at Foxwar
ren and had a family of three girls: Muriel, Sheila and 
Beatrice. Sam was killed in a road traffic accident on 
December 28, 1966. 

Mary was born in 1897 and married Orville 
McFeetors on February 8, 1923. They farmed in the 
Rossburn area on the Stitt homestead. They were 
blessed with a family of six: Florence, Vernice, Ann, 
Merle, Elwyn and Delmer. Mary died on January 31, 
1971. 

Agnes was born in 1900. She was a registered 
nurse and she married Herb Maltz on June 18, 1928 
and they lived in Painsdale, Michigan. They had 
three girls: Beverly Ann, Maralyn and Margaret. 
Agnes and daughter, Margaret make their home in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin with Maralyn. 

Robert was born in 1902 and he married Margaret 
Armstrong on July 3, 1930. They farmed all their 
lives and now are retired on their farm (18-19-24). 
They had three children: Donald, Lucille and Keith. 

Charlotte was born in 1904 and for many years, 
worked in the post office. She retired and still lives in 
Rossburn. 

Dixon was born in 1906. He married Jessie Noble 



in June, 1930 and they lived in Winnipeg. They had 
one daughter, Doreen. Dixon died on June 3, 1963. 

Joseph and Ann Stitt farmed for many years on 
their farm and celebrated their Golden Wedding in 
1937. They retired to live in Rossburn. Joseph died 
on August 19, 1942 at the age of 81 years and Ann 
Stitt died on September 19, 1964 at the age of 97 
years. She had remained very active till just prior to 
her death and could still bake her delicious biscuits. 

To celebrate the arrival of the early pioneers 100 
years previously, the Stitt family held a reunion on 
June 17, 1979 on the Robert Stitt farm (18-19-24). 
There were 50 direct descendents of Joseph and Ann 
Stitt present, and all joined in games and reminiscing 
and shared in a pot luck banquet supper, in the true 
pioneer spirit. 

Robert Stitt 
Robert and Margaret lived on and farmed N .E. 

18-19-24 for almost fifty years. Their home was built 
there by George Sutherland and Alex Cormack in 
1931. Their farm had been homesteaded about 1879 
by a Wm. 1. Ramsey and was later secured by Mr. 1. 1. 
Stitt (Bob's father). Bob and Margaret have three 
children, the eldest being Donald James, who went to 
school at Perth and Rossburn, before joining his 
father on the farm. Don originally farmed Dixon 
Stitt's farm (8-19-24). On June 17, 1961 he married 
Avis Haymen, a registered nurse from England. 
They made their home in Rossburn and have two 
children, Mark Andrew - born October 9, 1962 and 
completing grade twelve at the Rossburn Collegiate 
and Catherine Anne born July 24, 1968 who attends 
the Rossburn Elementary School. Don now farms N. 
18-19-24. 

Margaret Lucille was born August 29, 1931 and 
received her education at Perth and Rossburn schools 
before taking her L.P.N. training at Concordia Hos
pital in Winnipeg in 1952. Following graduation in 
1953 Lucille nursed at Shoal Lake and Rossburn 
hospitals and September 17, 1955 she married 
Howard Cornwall and moved to Shoal Lake. Lucille 
and Howard have two children, Debra Lynn and 
Robert John. 

Robert Keith was born June 13, 1935 and also 
received his education at Perth and Rossburn schools 
and in 1953 left for Vancouver and Regina where he 
took his R.C.M.P. training. After graduation Keith 
was posted to B. C. and he served there to the present 
time. He married Audrey Field on December 27, 
1958 and they have three children, Shannon, Roberta 
and Graeme. 

Bob and Margaret Stitt retired from active farm
ing in 1974 but still live on the farm in their original 
home which has been tastefully renovated and re-
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modelled. They both remain active and Bob Stitt is 
engaged in the Wawanesa Insurance Business having 
taken over the agency from 1. 1. Stitt. In the summer
time their yard is a picture of beauty and both take 
much pride in keeping it that way. They will celebrate 
their golden wedding at their farm home in july 1980. 

William Montgomery Stitt 
William Montgomery Stitt, third son of Mr. and 

Mrs. 1. 1. Stitt was born April 16, 1891 at the farm 
home of his parents 2Y2 miles south of Rossburn. He 
attended Perth School and took his grade 8 there. He 
worked with his dad until 1911 when he attended the 
Agricultural College in Winnipeg. He took a three 
year course and graduated in 1914. Following this, he 
worked with Wm. Crowe on his farm until 1918 when 
he bought the Wm. Miller farm (10-19-24) at Vista. 

In 1922, he married Florence Ethel Brown, 
daughter of James and Martha Brown. They lived on 
the farm until 1954 when it was taken over by their 
son Willis. They moved into Vista. 

Bill was caretaker of the Vista three-room school 
for ten years. He was secretary of the Vista United 
Church for forty years and served as a member of the 
board. Florence boarded teachers, did gardening and 
grew flowers. She was a member of the Vista U. C. W. 

They had three children; Eleanor, Willis and 
Reita. 

Eleanor was born May 13, 1923. She attended 
Vista School to grade 11, took her grade 12 in 
Rossburn and attended Normal School in Winnipeg. 
She taught school for six years; two at Rosehill in the 
MacGregor S.D., one at Bear Creek, two at Oakner, 
and one at Dauphin. In 1948, she married Douglas 
Leckie of MacGregor and they live on their farm 
there. They have three children. Allison, who is a 
nurse at St. Boniface Hospital; Lynne, who is an 
occupational therapist at St. Boniface Hospital and a 
son Rodger who is on grandfather Leckie's home
stead farm. He is a plumber and does plumbing in 
MacGregor. 

Willis took his schooling at Vista and Rossburn 
and attended the University of Manitoba for one year. 
He worked in Winnipeg for six years. In June 1954, 
he married Mary Sim of Winnipeg, bought his dad's 
farm and lived there until 1978 when he sold the farm 
to Ray Brown. Willis and Mary had three children. 
Bruce born June 1955, Neill born June 1956 and 
Sandra born 1959. Mary and Bruce were killed in a 
car accident on August 1, 1966. In June 1976, Willis 
married Mildred Heindle. They live in Rossburn and 
have the Autopac Insurance business there. Son Neill 
took his education at Vista and Rossburn and three 
years at Winnipeg Bible College. In August 1978 he 
married Debbie Stevens of Toronto. They reside at 



Poplar Point, Man., where Neill is the Minister for 
the Alliance Church and Debbie is a hairdresser. 
Sandra took her education at Vista and Rossburn. 
She attended Brandon University for three years and 
received her B.A. on May 3,1980. On May 17,1980, 
she married James Leoppky of Brandon. They reside 
in Brandon where she is taking her Teacher's Training 
at Brandon University. 

Reita took her schooling at Vista and Rossburn. 
She went to United College in Winnipeg and re
~ceived her B.A. in May, 1954. She later took her 
Teacher's Training at University of Manitoba. She 
taught school at Foxwarren, Rossburn, Minnedosa, 
Carberry and Shoal Lake where she makes her home. 
In 1959, she married Gary McLennan of Russell. 
They have two sons, Carson and Grant. Both took 
most of their schooling in Shoal Lake where Reita is 
presently teaching. Carson has worked threoe years 
with Beaver Lumber Co. and Grant has just finished 
school. 

Bill and Florence moved to the Morley House 
Senior Citizens' Home in Shoal Lake on November 
1, 1979. They celebrated their 50th wedding anniver
sary in Vista on June 21, 1972. Both enjoy fairly good 
health. 

Contributed by F. Stitt 

Thomas James Stitt 
Thomas James Stitt was born at the farm home of 

his parents, Joseph Stitt and Ann (Stirling) Stitt on 
the 2nd of February, 1890. He attended Perth School 
and worked at home with his father until 1916 when 
he bought a farm in the Vista district: the north half of 
14-19-24. 

He farmed there until 1942, when he rented the 
land to Andrew Bilinski (a neighbour farmer). He 
still continued to live on the farm and kept his cows. 
He was very fond of his animals and treated them 
royally. 

In 1963, he sold the farm to Leonard Bilinski and 
moved to a house in Vista. He lived there until 1975 
when he moved into the Senior Citizen's Home in 
Rossburn. 

He died the following year on October 30th, 1976 
in Rossburn Hospital. His funeral service was from 
Rossburn United Church and burial in Rossburn 
Cemetery. 

Tom was an ardent sports fan. In his younger 
years, he played football with the Vista team; he was 
the referee for many of the local hockey games. He 
was also a 4-H leader of the Vista Seed Club. 

He spent almost every Sunday (for dinner) at his 
brother Bill's home and was looked for eagerly by his 
nieces Eleanor and Reita and nephew Willis for the 
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treat of gum or ice cream which he always remem
bered to bring. Sunday supper he spent with his 
mother and sister Lottie in Rossburn. 

His good sense of humour and his wealth of 
stories will long be remembered by his family and 
friends. 

submitted by Florence Stitt 

Sh'ank 
Wasyl Strank (Strynadka) was born in Russ Ban

ilIa, Bukovina, Austria on January 5,1882. 
The year 1903, he immigrated to Canada leaving 

behind his parents, 3 brothers and 2 sisters. Later, he 
was joined by a brother Nick, who was married in 
Canada, and took up farming near Portage la Prairie, 
in the Newton Siding area; also a sister Lena who was 
likewise married in Canada and settled in the same 
area. 

Arriving in Winnipeg by C.P.R. train, Wasyl 
found employment with the Railway. He walked 
many miles and worked long hard hours with the 
crew in Manitoba and Saskatchewan. After leaving 
the Railway, he came back to Winnipeg and got ajob 
with the construction crew, building the Somerset 
building across from Eaton's store where Wool
worths' is today. 

He had saved enough money by this time and 
decided to go into the business of operating a butcher 
shop and boarding house at 300 Dufferin Avenue. 

It was at this time he met Annie Predinchuk, a girl 
from his own district in Austria. On April 28, 1912 
they were married in the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox 
Church on Manitoba Avenue. 

Annie was born on February 24, 1895 in Kobes
try Bukovina, Austria. She immigrated to Canada 
with her parents, 4 brothers, and 1 sister in 1909. 

The boat trip was rough, many were sick and 
couldn't eat, many died but Annie and her family 
were fortunate to survive this experience. 

They chose Winnipeg as Annie had a brother Dan 
there, who owned a Restaurant. She was able to get a 
job, working for him. Her parents lived on the corner 
of Charles Avenue near the tracks for one year, then 
they moved to a homestead in Tuffnell, Saskatche
wan; but Annie remained in the city, since she had 
established herself in her work. She worked for 3 
years as a waitress and maid until she married Wasyl. 

In 1913 an addition came; a daughter Mary was 
born. She was a very active, happy and healthy baby 
who walked when she was 8 months old. On Febru
ary 28th, 1914 sadness hit the family- they lost their 
daughter with pneumonia on her first birthday. 

In July, 1914 their first son Jack was born, fol
lowed by Alex in 1916. 



Annie worked long hours and very hard. In 1917 
she had her tonsils removed and was very weak. 
Because T. B. was prevalent at the time she was a 
suspect, so the doctor sent her to Ninette, Manitoba 
for a complete rest. 

Her brother Dan had established himself in 
Rossbum and hearing of Annie's illness persuaded 
Wasyl to move there, as business opportunities were 
good in this small village. 

After six weeks of rest, Annie was released and 
joined the family in Rossbum, Manitoba. 

They rented and operated the Beehive Hotel and a 
small secondhand store for 10 years. 

By this time, their family had increased by 6 
more sons, namely: Willie 1918, Pete 1919, George 
1921, Mike 1923, Matt 1924, and Dan in 1926. 

Wasy1 purchased eight lots on Mountain Avenue 
(Main Street) and built a General Store with living 
quarters upstairs. In 1927, they left the Beehive and 
moved into their new quarters. 

Finally, after so many boys they were blessed 
with another daughter, Stella in May, 1927, followed 
by another son, Eddie in 1929. 

In the 1930's times became tougher, people 
needed to eat and to be clothed; too much credit was 
given and they were forced to close the store. 

He managed to hold on to the lots. They planted a 
large garden, raised chickens, turkeys, pigs and 
some cattle. Annie baked bread, churned butter, 
picked wild berries for preserves. There was always 
something to eat. 

By this time the family had increased again: Rose 
1931, Steve 1932, and Paul 1934. 

As a last resort in 1935 Wasyl cashed in his 
Insurance policy and bought a Y4 section of land with 
no buildings, 3 miles northwest of Rossbum. 

His son Willie was working for a farmer and 
loaned him the money to buy a team of work horses 
and some old implements, but there was not enough 
money to build a shelter. Many nights were spent on 
the farm in a tunnel of a straw shack, with a canvas 
draped over the entrance for a door to keep the cold 
out rather than travel to and from town every night. 

Through raising cattle they managed to build a 
bam in town. The cattle and horses were kept here 
over the winter. In the summer, the cattle were let out 
on the farm pasture. The milking cows were kept in 
town and were taken along the roadside outside of 
town to graze and had to be watched. 

Having to heat a big house, wood had to be cut; 
normally along the road allowance some 7 miles or 
more away. With horses and sleigh they would set out 
in the morning, cut the wood and return late at night 
with a load; by Spring, at least 20 loads of wood were 
hauled into town. Some of the wood was cut by a 
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handsaw, the balance of the wood was left until 
spring when someone was hired to cut it by machine. 
It was split by hand and then piled into neat rows for 
next winter's fires. 

The same was done with the hay for the cattle. 
Leaving in the morning and coming home late at 
night, at times they would have to go many miles for 
the hay. 

In 1938, the last of the family was born, another 
daughter Mary, making a total of 3 daughters living. 

During the Second World War of 1939-1945, 
Wasyl and Annie had 8 sons in the army: Jack, Alex, 
Willie, Pete, George, Mike, Matt and Dan. 

Near the end of the war, they received the sad 
news that their son George was killed on February 
27, 1945 in Calcar, Germany. He was buried in Dus
seldorf and later moved to Groesbeck Military ceme
tery in Nijmegen, Holland. 

Mr. and Mrs. WasyJ Strank. (1950) 

In 1951, Wasyl purchased a tractor and up until 
this time everything was done by horses. 

Wasyl was left with 3 boys at home. Eddie went 
to teach school, Paul and Steve took over the farm. 
When Paul married there wasn't enough land for the 
two brothers so Steve went to Ontario to find work. 

Later Paul too, had to find work because machin
ery was becoming expensive to buy. They sold the 
cattle and went into grain farming. 

In 1957, sadness again hit the family, their son 
Pete was killed in a car accident in Ontario. They had 



the body brought to Rossbum, a service was held and 
he was buried in the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox 
cemetery south of Rossbum. 

In 1962, Wasyl and Annie celebrated their Gold
en Wedding Anniversary. A church service and sup
per was held followed by a dance. 

As both were up in age, they spent the winters of 
1962 and 1963 in Regina, Saskatchewan with their 
daughter, son-in-law, and grandson. 

Wasyl and Annie missed the town, their friends 
and neighbors so they built a house on a lot on 2nd 
Street where Tom Harrison once lived. With help of 
the family along with some hired help, they built a 
two bedroom bungalow in 1964. They moved into 
their modem, new home in the fall of 1964. Wasyl 
lived on 2nd Street for only a short time when he 
became ill and passed away at the age of 83 years and 
5 months. 

He was a member of the Rossbum Ukrainian 
Greek Orthodox Church and was laid to rest in the 
Greek Orthodox cemetery. Eight of his sons carried 
him to his final resting place. 

In 1967, the old store on Mountain Avenue was 
tom down by the family and the land was sold to the 
town. It is now occupied by the Lions Manor Senior 
Citizens' Home. 

On May 13, 1976 in Oshawa, Ontario the oldest 
son, Jack passed away after a short illness. 

At 85, Annie is in good health and lives alone in 
her home on 2nd Street. Her children are living 
across Canada: Alex, Willie, and Dan in British 
Columbia; Rose, Mary, Eddie and Paul in Saskatche
wan; Matt and Stella in Manitoba; and Mike and 
Steve in Ontario. She has 29 grandchildren and 14 
great-grandchildren all residing in Canada. 

William Jasper Strong 
My father, William Jasper Strong was born at 

Listowel, Ontario in 1873 and came to Rossbum in 
1881 with his parents. 

He had two sisters: Priscilla (Mrs. M. D. 
Hamilton), Pearl- Mrs. Frank Burchby of Edmon
ton. There were four brothers: Wes who farmed half 
mile east of Rossbum, and H. D. (Adolphus) of 
Bruerheim, Alberta. Wilford was a railroad man. 
He enlisted in the Great War and was killed at Vi my 
Ridge. James Mervin married Margaret Woods. He 
had a garage in Rossbum for some time but later 
moved to Toronto. 

Dad married Ethel Jane Chesney on February 11, 
1903. They farmed half a mile north of Rossbum for 
about eight years. The house on the north side of the 
fair grounds is where I was born. My father sold 13Y2 
acres of land to the Rossbum Agricultural Society for 
fair grounds, which is still in use. He also sold two 
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Left to Right: Bert. Jasper. Priscilla. Pearl. Jim. Wes Strong. 

acres where a creamery was once located about 3f4 
mile north of town. 

Our farm was later rented to Mr. Lamb. Dad 
moved into Rossbum and started a dray business but 
in a short while he took over the butcher business 
from Bob Wiggins. He served as Councillor and 
Mayor for the Village during his business years. 

He passed away October 9, 1950 in St. Boniface 
Hospital. My Mother died about five years after Dad. 

I quit school at fourteen years of age to work the 
farm for Dad but in three years time he sold to Jack 
Sinclair. After that I worked in farms for Sam Stitt, 
George Ferguson and W. 1. Moulson. 

I had one brother who lived 18 months and two 
sisters the elder Ethel (Mrs. Andy McCrae) passed 
away in 1939. Pearl who married Charlie Bell lives in 
Shoal lake. 

I had the butcher business which I bought from 
Dad and later sold to Norman Clubley. I also had a 
trucking business which I sold to Alex Sawchuk and 
we moved to Winnipeg in 1951 where I worked for 
the T. Eaton Co. until my retirement in 1969. 

Violet Bell of Lintlaw, Saskatchewan and I were 
married in December 1927. We had two sons who are 
buried in the Rossbum cemetery and we have two 
daughters and a son in Winnipeg. There are seven 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 

Wesley Strong 

Submitted by 
Emerson Strong 

Wesley Strong was the second eldest of the 
Strong family. He was born in September 1884, on 
the farm of his Dad William Strong, one and one-half 
miles east of Rossbum. When his Dad and Mother 
moved into Rossbum he farmed the home place. 

He married Zillah Locke. They had six children. 
In 1927 Zillah passed away. 
A few years later he took over the Canadian 

Consolidated elevator in Rossbum and operated it for 
thirty-three years, but remained on the farm operat-



ing both for a number of years. He was a great show 
horseman and won many prizes with his blacks and 
bays. 

Later on he rented the farm and moved into 
Rossburn where he passed away in September, 1947. 

Their eldest son Norman operated an elevator for 
35 years. He married Helen Bednarek and they live 
in Winnipeg. They had two children, Norma married 
and lives in Winnipeg and Gordon lives at Lac Du 
Bonnet. Sarah married Fred Hall, and they live in 
Calgary. They had one child, Janyce who is married 
and also lives in Calgary. Anne married Clarence 
Carson and they lived in Winnipeg. They have both 
passed away. They had two children, Carolyn and 
Richard who are both married and live in Winnipeg. 

Elizabeth married Norman Clubley. They farmed 
near Rossburn for a number of years, then moved 
into Rossburn where they owned and operated a 
butcher shop for twenty-five years. They then sold 
out and moved to Brandon. They had three children. 
Lavern is married and lives in Calgary. Betty Ann is 
married and lives in Calgary, and Linda is married 
and lives at Lorette. 

Clifford married Kay Semaniuk. He was with the 
United Grain Growers elevator for 33 years. They 
live in Brandon. They had three children. Nelson is 
married and lives at Fleming. Colleen is a Registered 
Nurse and lives in Winnipeg and Larry is still at 
home. 

Irene married Bill Dougherty. He worked for the 
railroad for 38 years. 

He has now passed away. Irene lives at New 
Market in Ontario. They had three children. Jimmy 
is married and lives in Toronto. Judy is married and 
lives in Barrie, Ontario and Cindy is still at home. 

Strong 
Mary Jane Elizabeth, known to family and 

friends as "Polly", was the widow of Murdock 
Smith. 

She was living in Birtle when she met and mar
ried Wesley Strong, a widower, in November of 
1928. They lived on his farm east of Rossburn for 
some time. Later, Mr. Strong took over the running of 
the Canadian Consolidated elevator in Rossburn and 
they moved to the Village in 1933, buying a house on 
the comer of Railroad Avenue and 1st Street. 

Polly was no stranger to hard work, but found 
time to make many friends in the Rossburn area, and 
she loved to visit. She was a member of the L.O.L. 
and attended the United Church. Crocheting and 
knitting were pastimes, as well as playing the piano. 

Mr. Strong passed away in 1947, and Polly lived 
in their house till it was sold in 1949. She spent some 
time in the Osborne Home and later in the Eastview 
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Lodge in Neepawa, where she died in June of 1967, at 
the age of 86 years. She was buried beside Murdock 
Smith in the cemetery at Isabella. 

Polly and Murdock Smith had seven children: 
Neil was born in 1905. He married Elsie Kerr. 

They had four children. Neil passed away in 1975 in 
Winnipeg. 

Allen was born in 1907. He married Evelyn 
Hamilton of Vista. Allen was an elevator agent at 
several points in Manitoba and Saskatchewan and 
retired while at Barnsley, near Carman, where he and 
Evelyn still live. They have three daughters; Gail 
married James Paul. They have two children and live 
at St. Vital; Wendy married Raymond Beger. They 
live in Vancouver. Diane works in Winnipeg. 

James was born in 1908. He married Netta An
drew in 1948. They bought the old 1. 1. Crowe office 
building and moved it to 5th St. They made some 
alterations and additions, and still live there. Jim 
worked for many years for Bob Stitt, when horses 
were used for farm work. He had his own horses, and 
also a crushing and sawing outfit and did custom 
work for farmers. One white team, Birdie and Floss, 
took prizes at summer fairs. Jim was adept at braid
ing manes and tails, and up to 1950, had been called 
very early on Fair Day morning to help get horses 
ready for showing. After Jim left Stitts, he worked at 
different jobs, and was working for Hoffman Con
struction when he took a stroke in 1966. When he 
recovered, he did some painting and worked as relief 
caretaker at the local Hospital. When he retired, he 
received an engraved tray from the Hospital, of 
which he is quite proud. Netta worked in the Hospital 
business office from October 1959, and retired in the 
summer of 1980. They have one son, Leonard, born 
in 1954. He finished school in Rossburn, started as a 
T. D. bank trainee and, after several moves, is now 
manager of the T.D. bank in Smiley, Saskatchewan. 
Leonard married Brenda Grunerud of Milden and 
they have a daughter, Kristin Janelle, born February 
19, 1981. 

Dorothy was born in 1910. She married Gordon 
Lawton and they had one son. She was widowed and 
later married James Duncan. They live in WeIland, 
Ontario. 

Isabel, born in 1911, married Jack Miller. They 
had ten children. She passed away in 1980. 

Marion was born in 1913. She came to Rossburn 
with her mother, and attended school here for some 
time. She married Maynard (Bob) Crookshanks, and 
they had three children. Bob died in 1957. Marion 
still lives in Rossburn. She worked in the Hospital for 
fourteen years as cook and Head cook. Marion is 
well known for her handiwork. She knits, crochets 
and tats, as well as making beautiful quilts. She tells 



of learning to knit by watching her mother, but she 
wasn't allowed to use her mother's knitting needles. 
If they were broken, they could not afford to buy new 
ones, so Marion saved up candy sucker sticks and 
used them for knitting doll clothes, showing them to 
her mother when finished. Her children are: Robert 
(Bob) born in 1935. He married Dianne Munroe. 
They had two children, Ronald and Carla. Bob has an 
auto body shop in Red Deer, Alberta. Gordon was 
born in 1941. He married Deanna Neilson. They have 
two children; Grant and Chrystle. They live in 
Bashaw, Alberta, where Gordon is head mechanic in 
a garage. Marlene was born in 1945. She married 
Carl Gingera. They have a daughter Cathy and live in 
Snow Lake. 

Glen was born in 1920. He came with his mother 
to Rossburn when he was 8 years old. He had polio in 
1935, which affected his legs. He had two operations 
in Winnipeg at Children's Hospital. When he got 
home and could get around, he would walk down 
town, and if he fell, would crawl on hands and knees 
until he came to something he could use to pull 
himself onto his feet. Glen attended school in 
Rossburn and a story goes that one day when the 
teacher was out of the room, he took a punch at a 
school mate, who of course, ducked and Glen's fist 
punched a hole in the wall. It was covered by a 
calendar, and not discovered by the teacher until the 
calendar was replaced. The hole was still there when 
the old school was torn down. Glen worked as an 
elevator agent from 1944 until 1976. He married 
Agnes Andrew in 1948, and they live in Brandon. 
Their two daughters are: Joyce, born 1950, and mar
ried to Bryan Welbourne. They have two children; 
Jason and Pamela, and live in Portage la Prairie. 
Patricia was born in 1953. She married Dennis 
Mauthe and they had a son, Craig. Patricia and Craig 
now live in Winnipeg. 

Nicholas and Anne Stupnisky 
Nick and Anne Stupnisky have been members of 

the Rossburn community for over 38 years. They 
owned and operated a business at the present location 
of Nick's clothing and footwear; Nick barbered in 
town for many years and they raised their family 
here. This is their story. 

Nick Stupnisky was born in Seech, Manitoba in 
1909, the only son in a family of six children. His 
parents, Marco and Ewdokia (nee Cymbalista) im
migrated to Canada in the early 1900's from Western 
Ukraine. Nick attended Seech school until the age of 
fourteen. Then, as was the general custom in rural 
areas, he took up farming full time with his parents. 
For fourteen years, he tried to make the farm prosper 
and played an active role in community life at Seech. 
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But the hungry thirties and horse-drawn implements 
made prospects look very bleak. In 1937, he decided 
to start a new career and left the farm to take a 
barbering course in Winnipeg. 

Nick studied at the barber school until his money 
ran out - five weeks. By that time, he had learned 
the basics and was prepared to start work. He turned 
to the Village of Rossburn where his niece's husband, 
Nick Chopp, had established a pool-room. There, he 
set up his first shop. He could only charge 25¢ for a 
shave and haircut (the going rates at the time). In 
order to survive he sold a prize possession - his 
1928 touring car. He received $250.00 for it. This got 
him through part of the winter. Soon it was obvious 
that he could not support himself in Rossburn at that 
time, and Nick moved to Kirkland Lake where his 
sister Mary lived. Haircuts there were 50¢. Two 
years later, when the mines slumped, he followed the 
crowds to Toronto and established the New Star 
Three Chairs Barber Shop on Queen Street with his 
brother-in-law Mike Koroscil. In 1941, he returned 
home to the farm in Seech to visit his parents for 
Christmas. He found their health and their ability to 
look after themselves deteriorating. Nick decided to 
return to Manitoba where he could look after them 
and, once again, he turned to Rossburn as a com
munity in which to settle, perhaps permanently. 

Conditions in Rossburn had changed since he had 
left the first time. Nick was now a journeyman barber 
and Rossburn was without one. He set up shop in an 
old building rented from Fred Brethrow. The old 
building had served many purposes in its time, in
cluding being a tin-smith shop, a hardware store and 
a pool-room. It had even contained a barber shop run 
by a Mr. Macdonald, who had died a few years before 
Nick returned. Within a year, Nick had earned 
enough to purchase the building for $1100.00 and 
was running his own shop and pool-room. 

In the summer of 1942, Nick attended a picnic at 
Ruska Rawa School near Marco at the invitation of his 
niece Phylis Chopp who was teaching there. That is 
where he met Anne Charney. Anne was one of seven 
children of Matt and Julia Charney. Her parents had 
also immigrated to Canada in the early 1900's from 
Western Ukraine and were pioneering in the Marco 
district. (Matt and Julia Charney's story is found 
elsewhere in this book.) She attended Ruska Rawa 
School for several years, then stayed on the farm to 
help her parents. Nick saw her several times that 
summer when she visited her sister and brother-in
law Mary and John Groshok, who were operating a 
grocery store in town at the time. He recalls renting a 
team of horses from Howard McIntosh that Christ
mas in order to visit Anne at the farm. They became 
engaged then and were married January 24, 1943. 



Their wedding day was a memorable one. The 
temperature had dropped to -40F. Teams of horses 
drawing heated vans had taken the family to 
Rossburn Farms Church where they were married 
and then returned everyone to the farm house for the 
reception. Relatives from as far as Grandview, Shoal 
Lake and Solsgirth attended, in spite of the cold 
weather. Anne's brother Russell was given the re
sponsibility of looking after the horses. Due to the 
cold, they all had to be sheltered, and of course, 
watered and fed. He counted 48 teams that came to 
the farm that day! He put them in the bam and in the 
machine shed, packing them so tightly he had to 
crawl over their backs to get to the hay. He soon had 
to take several teams across the fields to his uncle 
Mike Charney's bam, then to Jacob Hachkowski's 
and finally to Joe Zimmerman's, a mile and half 
away. He worked all day and into the evening, and 
just as he finished some of the guests began to leave. 
He had a quick bowl of soup and started the whole 
business all over again - in reverse! The bride and 
groom, in the meantime, received over $300 at "pre
sentation" (a generous amount in those days) and 
spent the first night of their honeymoon squeezed 
onto a tiny cot for a few hours' nap, while friends and 
relatives slept in beds and mats around them. 

That same year Nick moved his aging parents off 
the homestead in Seech and into a small house built 
for them on a lot behind the pool-room. His mother 
died six months later. His father lived with them until 
his death in 1947. 

The next several years were tied up completely 
with the unspectacular daily struggles that movie
makers just don't bother putting onto film but with
out which this country could not survive: finding a 
business venture that will succeed; raising a family 
and participating in building a community! 

In 1944, the pool-tables were sold to Nick Chopp 
and a used furniture store was set-up, with the barber 
shop continuing in a comer of the store. In 1946, a 
change was made to hardware and new furniture, and 
for the first time Nick quit barbering. In 1950, gro
ceries and clothing were added. In 1959, groceries 
were dropped, the barber shop comer was re-opened 
and the business began to specialize in clothing and 
footwear. This appeared to fit the needs of the com
munity, business was improving yearly and by 1964, 
Nick quit barbering again. 

In the meantime, a son Yaroslaw (Jerry) was born 
in 1944 and a second son Bohdan (Robert, Bud) in 
1947. Nick served as Vice-President of the Ukraine 
Catholic Church parish in town shortly after his 
arrival and was active in building the first church. 
Later he worked at having a manse and a Parish Hall 
built as well. (Both the old church and hall were 
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Nick Stupnisky is sporting his new barber chair, fixtures and 
equipment in this 1950 picture. 

replaced by the new church built in 1967.) Anne 
served as a Treasurer and auditor for the U. C. W. L. 
for a number of years. Nick also served as one of the 
Board of Directors of the hospital, then as a village 
Councillor for three years. Shortly after the 
Rossburn Credit Union opened, Nick was appointed 
Chairman of the Credit Committee - a position he 
retained for seventeen years. 

In 1967, Nick and Anne decided to undertake 
what Nick called a personal Centennial project -
they built a new store with living quarters at the back. 
It was built in two stages with business not having to 
stop for one day because of construction. The store 
was officially opened by his Worship, John Cormack, 
June 21, 1968. In 1969, the Manitoba Government 
liquor vendor was placed in the store. Business 
boomed and the family business was soon hiring two 
to three employees from the community. In the 
meantime, both sons had graduated from the Univer
sity of Manitoba and were developing careers 
elsewhere. 

After a full 32 years in business in the communi
ty, Nick and Anne decided to retire. The business 
was sold in 1974 to (Sergeant) and Mrs. Bill Mc
Crossin, with Joyce Smycniuk hired as manager. 
Nick and Anne built themselves a new retirement 
home in Rossburn and now enjoy gardening and 
visiting friends and relatives. Nick kept his old bar
ber chair and enjoys cutting hair for a few old cus
tomers occasionally in his basement. Both sons, at 
the time of this writing, work for the Federal Govern-



ment: Jerry as a Financial Analyst with DREE in 
Edmonton, Robert as Head, Program Development 
for New Horizons in Ottawa. 

Left to Right: Vera, Jerry, Nick and Anne Stupnisky, Robert, 
Shelley. Grandchildren: Jeffrey, David and Laura. (1978) 

John Daniel Tanasychuk 
John Daniel was born in Luka, Western Ukraine 

in 1873. 
Agaphia (known as Effie) Henkiwich was born in 

Pohoriliwako, Ukraine on May 15, 1884, arriving in 
Canada in 1898. John and Effie were married at West 
Selkirk, Manitoba in 1906. 

After their marriage, John and Effie made their 
way to Rossburn to seek a homestead (Sec. SE 
32-20-25) and thus, the beginning of their new life 
together. 

Using a pick, axe and shovel to clear land, they 
soon made way for their first home: a house which 
was made of logs - mud and plaster filling the 
cracks. As the pick, axe and shovel were difficult to 
use in clearing land for a garden and more land was 
needed for sowing grain, a team of oxen was pur
chased and a one-furrow plough. This, of course, 
was the first major improvement prior to obtaining a 
team of horses. 

Wax candles were used for lighting at first and 
eventually, a coal oil lamp. Wheat was roasted and 
ground up for coffee and blossoms picked to make 
tea. They used their own grain and ground this for 
flour. Fresh meat was always canned as this was the 
only way it could be stored. Pork meat was always 
salted down and brine made to enable one to store it. 
Cream and milk were stored in a hand-dug well. As 
certain staple items had to be purchased from the 
store, John or Effie would walk to the Village of 
Rossburn, leaving in the wee hours of the morning 
and returning home very late at night. As the family 
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increased and more space was needed, a second 
home was put together. Granaries were used and 
along with extra lumber, a house soon stood on a new 
location which was much closer to the road. A fire 
completely destroyed this home. A third home was 
built which still stands today. 

Left to Right: John, Effie and Verna Tanasychuk. 

Due to the difficult times, John often used to go 
away to work to earn extra money for his family. The 
first family car was a 1927 Buick purchased from 
Hugh Warnock from Rossburn. The first Kerosene 
Fordson Tractor was purchased in 1936. Along came 
the Aladdin lamps for lighting in 1938. 

Although money was scarce in those days, John 
and Effie saw the need to have a place to worship so 
they made a donation to the Glen Elmo Church 
(floor). 

Upon their retirement from the farm, John and 
Effie moved into Rossburn in 1952. 

John passed away on July 13,1955 at the age of 82 
and Effie passed away on September 30, 1966, also at 
the age of 82. 

By faith, they were Greek Orthodox and are laid 
to rest at the Glen Elmo Cemetery. 

John and Effie were blessed with 10 children: 
(one child died in infancy). 

Katie, the eldest daughter, married Mike 
Lupishinsky in 1922. They had nine children: Mary, 
Steve, Paul, Sam, Stella, Bill, Isabel, Pete and Nick. 

Katie and Mike purchased a farm seven miles 
west of Russell. She remembers well the drawing of 
water from a hand-dug well (approximately 20 feet 
deep) for the cattle and horses. She also recalls the 
long hours spent driving the horses and wagon into 
Russell with a load of grain during harvest. 

Katie had much sorrow in her life when husband, 
Mike, passed away in 1961, daughter, Mary, passed 
away in 1967 and son, Steve, passed away in 1979. 



Upon her husband's passing in 1961, Katie moved 
into the town of Russell where she resides today. 

Mary, the second child, married Peter Melnyk in 
1926. They had five sons: Murray, Tony, William, 
Frank and Michael. 

Mary and Peter originally farmed half a mile 
north of her parents' homestead. She recalls the hard 
times in the breaking and clearing of land as well as 
building their first "shanty" house. In 1929, they 
moved to Silverton for a period of eleven years. In 
the spring of 1941, they purchased a farm in the 
Rossbum area and moved back to this community. In 
1973, Mary and Peter retired from farming, moving 
into the village of Rossbum where they reside. 

Mary and Peter had sadness in their life when 
eldest son, Murray, passed away in 1940. 

Pearl, the third daughter, married Paul Mush
umanski in 1936. They had six children: Verna, 
Shirley, Murray, Linda, Terry and Lome. 

Pearl and Paul started their life together on a farm 
near Solsgirth. They suffered through a terrible trag
edy when not only their home had been destroyed by 
fire but also, they lost their second oldest child, at the 
same time. Some time later, Pearl and Paul bought a 
farm in Shoal Lake where they reside today. 

Their second daughter, Shirley, passed away in 
1947 and their first son, Murray, passed away in 
1950. 

Bill, the fourth child and first son, married Emily 
Prokopowich in 1938. They had four children: 
Lome, Rose, Lillian and Chester. Bill bought a farm 
(Section 20-20-25) in the year 1935 from Jim McIn
tosh. 

Bill and Emily farmed until 1948 when they sold 
the farm to brother, Russ, in 1950. Subsequently, 
they purchased the Birdtail store from Bill and Nellie 
Pidlubny. 

Left to Right: Russel Tanasychuk, Peter Melnyk, Mike, Bill and 
Franky Tanasychuk, in front. 
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Back Row, Left to Right: Russ, Effie with Verna, Emily and 
John. Front Row: Pearl, Ann and Murray Tanasychuk. (1939) 

Bill recollects very well, the hauling of the heavy 
stones that were used for the foundation (basement) 
of this (store) building built by Mr. Brightwell -
original owner. 

Enjoying farm life, Bill eventually gave up the 
store business and returned to farming (in the Birdtail 
area where he resides today). Andrew, the fifth child 
and second son, married Francis Schaworski in 1947. 
They had two children: Diane and Frank. 

As a young lad, Andrew used to go out to work in 
the Hamiota, Decker and surrounding areas. 

Andrew and Francis purchased a farm in the 
Birtle Municipality (Section 33-18-25) from Alex 
Hamilton. Much of this land had to be cleared and 
many wells were drilled before water was obtained. 

Andrew spent much time at Peden's Mill and 
Duck Mountain cutting logs and taking them to the 
sawmill whereby he obtained lumber, and with the 
help of Alec Saley and neighbours, a new barn was 
built to replace the log stable and eventually, a new 
home and other necessary buildings. 

The untimely passing of Andrew was in 1967. By 
faith he was Greek Orthodox and is laid to rest in the 
Greek Orthodox Cemetery in Rossbum. 

Russ, the sixth child and third son, married Freda 
Chuckree in 1943. They had six children: Marion, 
Margaret, Bob, Ivan, (Karen and Katherine -
twins). 

Due to conscription, Russ was called into the 
Forces for a brief period. He also worked away from 
home - mines in Ontario. 

Russ and Freda started their farm life on the Joe 
Huston farm (Section EY2 19-20-25). They continued 
farming; however, in 1966, they moved from the farm 
and now reside in the town of Angusville. 

Russ and Freda had sadness in their life when 



their twin daughter, Katherine, died in infancy in 
1958. 

Mike, the seventh child and fourth son, married 
Lena Wladyka in 1946. They had four children: Ber
nice, Janet, Elaine and Conrad. Mike remained on 
the homestead and farmed with his parents for a 
period until his father's retirement. Mike and Lena 
continue farming the original homestead, however, 
their daughter, Elaine, now lives on this farm. Mike 
and Lena moved into the village of Rossburn in 1966. 

Anne, the eighth child, married Frank Bart in 
1947. They had five children: Lynda, Ernie, Ronald, 
Connie and Patti. 

Anne and Frank lived in the Rossburn area on the 
Basil Trakalo farm until 1952. They then bought a 
farm in the Shoal Lake area where they now reside. 

Murray, the ninth child and youngest married 
Vera Zaslavetz in 1964. They had one child: Kristi 
Ann. 

Murray attended High School in Rossburn and 
continued his education at the University of Man
itoba, graduating a Doctor of Medicine in 1952. He 
received a Gold Medal from the University of Man
itoba for being a top student for an accumulative 
period of five years. Murray practiced in Grandview, 
Manitoba (1952-1957) prior to Post Graduate Studies 
(1957-58) leading to a Master of Science in Anesthe
siology (1960) - University of Minnesota. He then 
accepted a position as anesthesiologist at the Calgary 
General Hospital, Calgary, Alberta (1960-61). 

Upon specializing in anesthesiology, Murray 
moved to Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota to con
tinue his career. 

Murray's accomplishments: Staff Anesthesiolo
gist at St. Barnabas Hospital, Clinical Instructor at 
the University of Minnesota (1961-63); practiced at 
St. Luke's Hospital (1963-74); Member - Doctors 
Emergency Medical Personnel in St. Paul (1965); 
Diplomate American Board Anesthesiology (1964): 
Practiced in Fairviews Hospital, Minneapolis (1974). 

Much sorrow struck the family when this young
est member of the family passed away on March 2, 
1981 at the age of 52. 

By faith, Murray was Greek Orthodox and is laid 
to rest in the Greek Orthodox Cemetery in Rossburn. 

To our parents and grandparents: 
You gave us so much 
and took so little. 
Ever remembered and 
sadly missed. 

Taylor 

Submitted by Rose Clarke 

William Taylor, born at Cochermouth, England 
in 1820, moved to Beverley County Ontario in 1832 
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and married Eliza Ann Mann in 1842. He cleared land 
and grew some grain during the summer months and 
worked at a Co-operage, or a barrell factory, in the 
settlement of Galt, Ontario during the winter. They 
raised a family of fourteen, eight girls and six boys. 
Two of the boys William and Robert came west to 
Manitoba in 1878. They rented some land close to 
Portage la Prairie and put in some crop but still didn't 
seem satisfied so they journeyed on north west fol
lowing the Police trail to Shoal Lake. After leaving 
Shoal Lake they still travelled north west and finally 
came across some settlers along the Birdtail River 
which is now known as Rossburn. They got home
steads close to each. William got the EY2 of 31-19-24 
just one half mile east of the town of Rossburn and 
Robert got the WY2 of 32-19-24. They broke some 
land, put up some hay and also built a house or shanty 
on the road between the farms. Then they returned to 
Portage la Prairie to take the crop off. When they 
finished they came back to their homesteads at 
Rossburn to spend the winter of 1879 which turned 
out to be pretty cold. They lived together for a year or 
so, then each one got his own house. William was a 
carpenter by trade, so he helped with a lot of houses. 
Gordon, William's son, used to tell of father that if 
some one died he would stay up most of the night to 
build a coffin, cover the outside with cloth and also 
line the inside. William Taylor didn't marry until 
1884, when he married Elizabeth Porterfield. They 
had four sons, William Herbert born in March 1885 
died in March 1885, Joseph Gordon born January l7, 
1887 died July 1970, Stanley born October 1890 died 
in 1952 and Robert Russell born December 1893 died 
November 1898. By the year 1883 William had ac
quired a second homestead N. W.Y4 20-19-24 and 
later took over N.E.Y4 from his mother-in-law Mrs. 
John Porterfield. They lived on the first homestead 
for eleven years where the family was born then sold 
a Y4 to the Irwins and the other Y4 to Tom Lawless and 
moved to the second homestead. The buildings were 
approximately Y2 mile east of where the buildings are 
today. Mr. Taylor had built the house on the yard 
where Spencer Taylor now lives but he never lived in 
it. Mrs. Taylor died in 1907, and Mr. William Taylor 
died in 1913. Gordon took over the home farm and on 
June l7, 1914 married Agnes Shaw, daughter of 
George and Jane Shaw. Gordon and Agnes moved to 
the homestead farm where they resided until they 
retired to Rossburn in 1961. Gordon and Agnes were 
active in community affairs. They were members of 
the United Church. Gordon was superintendent of 
the Sunday School for many years. He also found 
time in his life to serve the community in many ways, 
as councillor of the rural municipality, President of 
Rossburn Pool Elevator Ass., served on the co-op 



Back Row, Left to Right: Harold, Violet, William, Everett, Earle. 
Middle Row, Left to Right: Maxwell, Margaret, Spencer. Front 
Row: Gordon, Leslie, Agnes Taylor. 

store board, was a member of the Agriculture society 
and a member of the curling club. They raised a 
family of nine children, two girls and seven boys. 
Harold Taylor 

Harold, the eldest son of Gordon and Agnes 
Taylor born June 25, 1915, was educated at Perth and 
Rossburn. He married Doris Rowland in April 1941 
and moved to Walpole, Saskatchewan where he 
farmed until 1958. They then moved to Edmonton 
where he has been manager of a Golf and Country 
Club. They have two daughters and one son. Janice, 
born January 1942, married Wayne Lawson. They 
have one daughter Debbie and one son Terry and they 
live in Calgary, Alberta. 

Aileen, born August 1946, married Tony Droz
dowski. They have one daughter Tracy and one son 
Troy and live in Edmonton, Alberta. 

Robert born in May 1948 works and lives in 
Calgary, Alberta. 
Violet Taylor 

Violet, the eldest daughter of Gordon and Agnes 
Taylor. I was born October 19, 1916. I started school 
at Perth, then finished my education at Rossburn. I 
married Earl Robson (whose family came to 
Rossburn in the Drought Years of 1931 and returned 
to Melita in 1938) on October 23, 1940, in the 
Rossburn United Church and lived in Brandon. Earl 
was in the service from 1939 to 1945. Then after the 
war, we farmed in Melita from 1945 until 1972. Earl 
and Gordon (our son) farmed together until 1975 
when we retired and Gordon took over the family 
farm along with his own. Our family was one son, 
and three daughters. Sharon - born October 27, 
1941, married Bob Anderson. They had three chil
dren Kevin, Barbara, and Michael, all of Melita. 
Marilyn - born December 12, 1943, married Doug 
Snyder. They had five children Terrialyn, Debbra, 
Susan, Georgina and Russell, all at Melita. Gordon 
- born April 24, 1947; married Marry Robson. 
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They and their three children Darren, Dwaine, and 
Mandy live at Melita. Valerie - born May 19, 1948, 
married John Rink. They and their two children 
Jimmie and Corrie live in Brandon, Manitoba. 
Earle Taylor 

Earle, the second son of Gordon and Agnes Tay
lor, born April 5, 1918 took his education in Perth and 
Rossburn. After quitting school he worked at home 
and various other places for short periods of time. In 
March 1944 he bought NV2 of 26-19-25. Two years 
later, on October 30, 1946, he married Irene Ament. 
In 1947 Earle took polio in the middle of harvest and 
had to hire the neighbor Joe Kreshewski to finish 
harvesting the crop. Then in 1948 the old McKee 
house was torn down and we built the house that we 
live in today. In 1956 Earle and Irene bought part of 
N.E. and S.E. quarters of 27-19-25 east of Birdtail 
River, a total of 76 acres. They had three sons, 
Delmar, Morgan and Gary. 

Standing, Left to Right: Gary, Morgan, Delmar. Sitting: Irene 
and Earle Taylor. (1978) 

Delmar was born June 1948 and was educated in 
Rossburn. He married Leona Bartkiw on August 
1975. They have one daughter Trisa born July 1979. 
They live in Lloydminster, Alberta where Delmar is 
employed as a pressure welder. 

Morgan was born November 1954 and was edu
cated in Rossburn. He married Shawna Lange in 
September 1979. They have two daughters Tracy 
born October 1969, and Theresa born December 
1970, and one son Shawn born August 1980. Morgan 
is a journeyman electrician and they live in Quesnel, 
British Columbia. 

Gary was born April 1958. He was educated in 
Rossburn and is engaged to marry in September 1981 



to Sherry Gregory. He has been working as a me
chanic, spent four years at Caldwell's Garage at 
Hamiota and is presently employed in Noye's Garage 
in Lloydminster. 

Earle served on the elementary school board for 
thirteen years also two terms on the Pelly Trail divi
sion board. He had half share in Russell Meat Pro
cessors that he and his partner operated for six years. 
They sold the plant in April 1980. 
William (Bill) Taylor 

William (Bill) Taylor, third son of Gordon and 
Agnes Taylor was born August 17, 1922. Bill served 
2Y2 years in the Armed Forces in World War II. He 
married Noreen Snider in 1948. Bill and Noreen live 
in Birtle Municipality and farm % of a section there. 
They also own land in Rossburn Municipality NY2 
5-19-24 (formerly owned by James Armstrong; later 
by Walter Snider). They have four children - Ronald 
(Ron) - born June 30, 1948, a teacher, married Barb 
Long of Souris. They have two daughters, Jodie and 
Jacy, and are presently living in Rivers. 

Gayle - born July 8, 1949; a teacher, married 
Ron Johnston of Shoal Lake, a bank manager. They 
have two sons Chris and Craig and now live in 
Cranberry Portage. 

Rosslyn (Ross) - born January 11, 1953, married 
Debra Baker of Vista. They have a daughter Tammy 
and a son Trevor, and are living in Brandon where 
Ross is a technician at the Simplot Chemical Co. 

Wendy- born August 1,1966, lives at home and 
is attending school at the Rossburn Collegiate. 
Everett Taylor 

Everett Taylor was the 4th son of Gordon and 
Agnes Taylor, born September 11, 1924. He attended 
Rossburn school and enlisted Nov. 1, 1942 serving 
with the 49th Edmonton Reg't in Europe and Italy. 
After discharge in 1946, he was married to Edna 
Holden, formerly of Dand, Man. 

They both worked in Winnipeg until they learned 
that the east quarter of Jim Sherritt's farm was for 
sale, which he later bought and farmed until 1954. 
Due to major surgery and poor health, it was neces
sary to sell the farm. He then moved to a home in 
Rossburn for the winter months. 

In the spring of 1955, Everett, Edna and their 
family of three, moved to Onanole, where Everett 
started working at Riding Mountain National Park as 
gate-keeper. In July of the same year, the Onanole 
P.O. was up for competition, and he was successful 
and became Postmaster. He recalls that in those days 
the Post Office was a very poor paying occupation, so 
he continued work at the Park, while Edna ran the 
Post Office. Everett must have inherited some car
penter skills from his grandfather, as while at the 
Park, for the next 9 years, he became a foreman and 
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worked at building houses, barns and garages at most 
of the Warden stations. He, however, specialized in 
cabinet work. In 1963, because of health problems 
and increasing work in the P.o., he discontinued 
work at the Park. 

In 1967 the family moved to Grandview where 
Everett was Postmaster. Later in the same year he was 
promoted to Steinbach, a much larger operation, 
where he made his home until 1976. Due to con
tinuing poor health he was forced to retire. 

Bruce, the eldest of the family was born in 1947. 
He is now residing in Sherwood Park, Alta. He 
attained his Doctorate in Entomology and is em
ployed with the Alberta Environment as a biologist. 
He married Susan MacDonald, a nurse from Truro, 
N.S. 

Keith, was born in 1951. He received a diploma in 
Electronics and is employed with the M. T. S. He 
married Erna Funk of Steinbach. They reside at 
Steinbach and have a family of two. 

Elizabeth (Beth) born in 1955, also resides in 
Steinbach. She has a degree in Physical Therapy, and 
works at the Steinbach Hospital. 

Everett and Edna presently reside in Onanole, 
Man. 
Spencer Taylor 

Spencer Taylor, the fifth son of Gordon and 
Agnes Taylor; born October 19, 1925, educated in 
Rossburn; married Louise Carson - November 9, 
1968; and lives on the homefarm on the North-West 
quarter of 20-19-24. This is the original homestead of 
1883. He also farms North-East quarter of 7-19-24. 
Maxwell (Mac) Taylor 

Maxwell Taylor, the sixth son of Gordon and 
Agnes Taylor was born September 7, 1927. 

After graduation from Rossburn Collegiate, he 
spent eighteen years as a teacher and principal in 
schools in southern Manitoba. In 1965 he became an 
Inspector of Schools in the Glenboro area and is 
currently in Brandon as a Field Representative for the 
Department of Education. 

In 1949 Mac married Merle Hopkins of Elm 
Creek. They have three sons. James, born July 15, 
1950, works with the Federal Government in Leth
bridge, Alberta. Donald, born Aprilll, 1954, is with 
the R.C.M.P. in Saskatchewan, married Aline 
Moore of Glenboro and has two sons Robert and 
Colin. Craig, born April 30, 1958, is an Electronic 
Technologist, and is married to Connie Hammond of 
Brandon. 
Margaret (Taylor) Drummond 

Margaret, the second daughter of Gordon and 
Agnes Taylor born November 26, 1929 was educated 
in Rossburn and married Charles Drummond July 
1953. They live in Brandon where Charles is em-



ployed with Brandon Paint and Glass, and Margaret 
is a secretary to the director of Nursing Education at 
Brandon General Hospital. They have two children. 
James Garth, born December 4, 1956, has a music 
business in Brandon and still lives at home. 
Charlene, born April 22,1959, married Norman 
Shuttleworth July 1979. He is employed with a radio 
station in Saskatchewan and they live there. Margaret 
was a secretary-treasurer for the United Church and 
sang in the choir. 

Leslie Taylor 
Robert Leslie Taylor, son of Joseph Gordon and 

Agnes Taylor, born August 6, 1935, attended 
Rossburn High School. He worked for the Canadian 
Pacific Railway in Brandon, Man., for 2Y2 years, 
moving to Edmonton, Alta., in 1955, where he spent 
8 years on the Edmonton City Police Force. He 
opened a furniture business in 1964 till 1973, then 
cattle farmed west of Edmonton for 7 years moving 
to Kelowna, B. c., in 1979 where he again opened a 
furniture store. 

He married Francis Mary Williamson of Alex
ander, Man., on April 13, 1956, and they raised 6 
children. One step son David, three sons, Murray, 
born January 18,1958; Russell, born March 17, 1960, 
and Dean, born February 25, 1962. Two sons are 
married and all four are Sheet Metal mechanics and 
live in Edmonton, Alta. Two daughters are Barbara 
(Anaka) born March 4, 1959, married and lives in 
Kelowna, B.C., and is a cook by trade. Brenda born 
March 4, 1963, completed her Grade 12 in Kelowna, 
B.C., 1980 and is now working for an Accounting 
Firm in Kelowna, B.C. 

Leslie and Francis have 2 grandchildren, Carrie 
born March 22, 1977, and Corey born January 10, 
1981. Their parents are Murray and Claudia Taylor, of 
Edmonton, Alta. 

Robert Taylor 

Contributed by 
Leslie Taylor 

(youngest son) 

When William and Robert Taylor decided to 
come west from Stratford, Ontario they each had 
sweethearts. Uncle William being the older arranged 
that in a year he would return to be married, while my 
future parents would wait a few years. 

The two brothers arrived in Portage la Prairie in 
1878, in time to put in a small crop. However, the 
ground, which had never really dried after the ice
age, was so wet that the crop was a failure, so in the 
spring of 1879 they moved north to the district which 
is now known as Rossburn. 
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At the district, which was later to become known 
as Rossburn, they each took a homestead as it was 
near both water and wood for fuel. In the meantime, 
William's sweetheart wrote him that she had decided 
no west for her, so my father, Robert, wrote to his 
sweetheart asking her if she would come to him. She 
answered in the affirmative. In the summer of 1880 
he returned to Ontario for her. They were married 
August 25th, 1880 - although she had just turned 
nineteen years of age. 

After laying in supplies for the trip to Rossburn, 
Robert and Alvira commenced the two hundred mile 
trip to the homestead by lumber wagon. Mother told 
us she could not sleep at night when they stopped to 
rest. The ground was so wet that the horses could not 
be still very long - they kept lifting their feet which 
made a sucking sound. It took them three weeks to 
travel to the homestead which my father had left in 
the fall of 1879. They arrived in late October. The 
Indians never bothered them in any way on that trip. 

On my parent's marriage certificate it states that 
Robert Taylor was from the District of the Creek of 
Birdtail in the Northwest. 

In the early 1950's my sister Florence nursed an 
old man who had lived in that district. He told her that 
the Taylors were the first people to arrive there with 
horses; other people had arrived with oxen. 

William and Robert had built a one room shack 
on the East half of the section where the town of 
Rossburn was to be situated. This was home for 
Robert and Alvira the winter of 1880. It was a cold, 
stormy winter but the shack was warm and cozy 
because the tamarack chunks burned cheerily in the 
small iron stove; also the snow was piled to the roof, 
shutting out the wind and the frost. Mother spent 
most of the time hand-stitching doeskin pants for 
Robert and William. By the summer of 1881 my 
brother, Morgan, had arrived on the scene, but they 
were still living in the shack. 

Dad had homesteaded the west half of the section 
east of Will's homestead. This half section remained 
in the Taylor name until the fall of 1882. He started a 
log house on his own homestead. It was considered to 
be quite a large house by the standards of those days. 
It consisted of a good sized general living room and 
kitchen combined, and two bedrooms downstairs, 
while the upstairs had two large bedrooms, one for 
the boys and another for the girls, who were expected 
to arrive - which they surely did. 

The winter of 1881 set in very early - in fact so 
early that no tamarack chunks were on hand, nor had 
the snow been banked at the sides of the shack. While 
the men were gathering in the small crop, mother 
would make the meal, after which she had to feed the 
baby. When she found time to wash the dishes, 



usually the cups were frozen to the saucers. However, 
they survived without any serious illness. Their own 
house was ready by 1883, which pleased Robert and 
Alvira, for the arrival of a second son was expected. 
A like event was to take place every two or three 
years until they had nine children; four boys and five 
girls. A neighbour woman was the midwife. She 
usually remained for a few hours after the birth, then 
the parents were on their own. 

The upstairs bedrooms were a fair size, for the 
girl's room had a space for three beds and a dresser 
made from an apple barrel with short boards nailed 
on top. Above this hung a fair sized mirror. The boy's 
room also held three beds and shelves for their 
clothes. 

This is a splendid place to pay tribute to the hired 
men who lived in our home. 

My father, being the friendly type, always treated 
his hired help as sons. The first chap I recall was 
Cecil Frend, who did not like farming, so returned to 
Winnipeg where he got a position with the C:N.R. 
Eventually he became one of the executives of this 
company in Montreal. He returned to visit us often. 
He was the photographer who took our family picture 
in 1901 on his last visit. 

Two others were Will Crane and Ernest Chrispin. 
They became prosperous farmers. One young Scots
man rented our farm in 1904 when my father became 
ill. He replaced my oldest brother who had just 
expired. He lived with us for five years until he went 
to College to study for the ministry, but frequently 
returned as long as he lived. He brought his father 
and sister from Scotland. 

I feel I must add that every chap who came into 
our home was an honorable upright chap seeking a 
new way of life. I also can write the same thing of the 
Ukrainian men who worked for my father. Two of 
these men were Mr. Zaverona and a man who was 
deaf and dumb. We children called him "Dummy". 
Another chap was Metro Kitlar, whose father was a 
shoemaker. His children spent their time making 
wooden pegs for the soles of shoes. He was our 
shoemaker for many years. 

Survival in those days meant planning and plain 
hard, back-breaking work. Farmers kept a great 
many horses, cows, and pigs, as well as flocks of 
chickens, ducks, and geese. 

In the fall, after the grain crop was threshed and 
stored in the granaries, a wagon-load of wheat was 
taken to Birtle, fifty miles away, where it was milled 
into flour-enough for a years supply. Also a cheese 
factory was built south of Rossburn. The cows were 
milked, the milk ran through a hand-turned separa
tor, after which our mothers churned the cream for 
butter. 
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They preserved all kinds of wild fruits, such as 
strawberries, raspberries, cranberries, choke cher
ries, and pin cherries. They also canned many vege
tables from the garden. 

I well remember people coming from seventy
five miles away, also much nearer, to pick these 
fruits, as they lived on plains where no wild fruit 
grew. Many of them stayed in our home. They 
brought their own sealers but purchased the berries 
from Ukrainian women who picked them and 
brought them to our home near town. They carried 
two large pails on each end of a pole called a shoulder 
yoke, which was carved to fit over the shoulders. 
Often these people who came were early school 
mates of my parents in Ontario and stayed a week. 
Thus our larder was well supplied! 

Water was plentiful for there were numerous soft 
water sloughs and small lakes. These lakes were the 
drinking places for animals, also homes for wild 
ducks, geese, and muskrats. 

The household was supplied with hard water 
from hand-dug wells, some being fifty feet deep. The 
water was hauled to the surface by means of a wind
lass, a heavy rope, and a bucket. During the winter 
many men and boys had frozen faces and hands 
doing this work. How the cattle and horses drank this 
ice water I shall never know. 

In those days sickness in the family was a time of 
stress and strain for mothers, for there were no doc
tors or nurses. Mothers were on their feet night and 
day attending the household duties, feeding the fam
ily, and caring for the sick, etc. 

When a new baby arrived, a neighbor woman was 
called to assist at the birth. She usually stayed a few 
hours, after which the parents were on their own. My 
experience as a child with toothache was typical. For 
several days I cried about this problem. One day my 
brothers rolled the rope while I skipped it. Some how 
the rope hit my sore face, causing severe pain, so my 
father decided the tooth must be extracted. He 
walked me to town - a mile distant - to the old 
blacksmith, who was also the dentist. He reached 
over to a ledge where other tools were stored, told me 
to open my mouth, and applied the forceps. With a 
jerk and a yell out came the tooth. A handkerchief 
was used to quench the flow of blood, after which we 
walked home. No infection followed from lack of 
hygiene. 

My mother was usually called in when a neigh
bour woman was having a baby. 

We had the first double-seated buggy, called a 
democrat, from which the back seat could be re
moved. As a result, my father was often asked to use 
this democrat for driving the home-made casket to 
the cemetery for one who had passed away. 



We youngsters said, "Mother hauled them in and 
Father hauled them out. " 

The cemetery was three miles distant from town. 
It had a beautiful view of the Birdtail River and hills. 

Schools were one roomed buildings in those 
days. A school could not be erected until there were 
six children in the district. A family by the name of 
Huston lived twelve miles north of the village of 
Rossburn. They only had four children of school age, 
so they borrowed my two oldest brothers for six 
months and demanded a school, which they got. 

Teachers were hired for twenty-five dollars a 
month, but were often poorly equipped for the posi
tion. The village of Rossburn had two-one-roomed 
schools. In 1907 they acquired a two-roomed school 
where I took my high-school education. 

In those days teachers thought all children needed 
strict discipline, so spent a great deal of time punish
ing children, which would have been much better 
spent making friends of the children. I know a 
woman now who says she was strapped every day she 
went to school. Her trouble was that she was so much 
more clever than the teachers that they disliked her. 
Today she is well into her seventies, and is still 
working for the Department of Education in Win
nipeg. 

Goldsmith wrote, "Our own felicity we make or 
find." This was very true in the case of children in 
those days, for I never knew a real unhappy child. Of 
course we were all made to feel that we had a contri
bution to make to the home. After school we hunted 
the eggs, filled the wood-box, washed the supper 
dishes, and did our homework, after which we could 
play or read. 

During the week-end we skated on the sloughs 
which, of course, had to be cleared of snow in the 
winter. This took place at a neighbour's home - the 
McDonalds. Every child was welcome. I often mar
vel at the love and understanding of those people, for 
we changed our shoes to skates in Mrs. McDonald's 
kitchen, which she must have had to scrub every time 
we left for home. We also drove to the Birdtail Hills 
and spent hours tobogganning down them, which 
was at least a mile. We then, as a group, pulled the 
toboggans to the top of the hill. 

In the summer we played baseball in our own 
home pasture. The neighbouring children came to 
participate in this. The lakes in the district gave us 
fun for bathing, swimming, and boating. During the 
school holidays we spent whole days at these lakes. 

Children up to the age of seven years made their 
own playhouses, marking the rooms with old boards. 
We used discarded boxes for furniture, and broken 
dishes. The walks were edged with small stones. 
Winter or summer, time never hung heavy on our 
hands, nor were we ever bored. 
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From all this I conclude that our ancestors had the 
physical problems while we have the mental ones. 

Louise Paradice (nee Taylor) 

Taylor Family - Rossburn, Manitoba 
Alvira Robertson - Delhi, Ontario, August 1880 
Robert Taylor 

Morgan 
Maxwell 
Mildred 
Mary 
Judson 
Herbert 

Their Children 
Born 
May 1881 
September 1883 
February 1885 
June 1887 
September 1890 
April 1893 
April 1895 

Died 
March 1904 
September 1902 
February 1971 
April 1971 
December 1931 
September 1973 

Louise 
Bertha July 1897 Octobcr 1973 
Florence May 1901 April 1977 

Taylor Family Marriages 
Mildred married Joseph Huston 

- Alvira, Irwin, Harris, Mcredith 
Mary married George Stewart 

- Sylvia (died 18 years) 
Judson married Bessie Gee 

- Iaan, Dean, Fern 
Herbert married Jenny McFadyn 

-Mary 
Louise married Charles P'dradice 

- Bevan, Yvonne 
Bertha married Wellington Badger 

No children 
Florence married Aubrey Stickney 

- Aubrey, Lorraine 
Second marriage - Daniel Canvin 

- No children 

Todosiev 
My parents, Onofrey and Xenia (Danyleyko) left 

their village Horoshova in the district of Borshchiv in 
the Ukraine on May 16, 1899 along with about ten 
other families. These families, along with all their 
personal belongings, boarded a train for Rotterdam 
and then by ship to Liverpool, England. They left 
England on the ship Numidian, landing in Quebec on 
June 4, 1899. From here they boarded a train and 
arrived in Shoal Lake on June 15, 1899. From Shoal 
Lake the families were taken by horse-drawn wagons 
to the site of their homesteads, about seven miles 
northeast of Rossburn, in the Pete's Lake area. 

My father homesteaded S. W. Y4 of 28-20-24 and 
my brother, Eliash, the N.W. Y4 of 28-20-24. The 
other families also settled the area around us, these 
were: Wasyl Danyleyko, Maksym Yarmey, Dmytro 
Kozak, Mychaylo Dowhan, Iwan Zawerucha, Fedor 
Abramchuk, Wasyl and Iwan Antonichuk. Dmytro 
Yarmey, Maksym's son, acted as leader of the group 
as he was fluent in three languages, Ukrainian, Pol
ish, and German. My brothers and sisters included: 
Eliash (born 1886), Ozarko (born 1889), Mary (born 
1899), Nastia (born 1902) and Wasyl (born 1906). 

Eliash married Evdochia Gawryluik in 1913; he 
died in 1942. 



Ozarko left Rossburn in 1913 and passed away at 
Shell Lake, Saskatchewan in 1956. 

Mary married Mike Kormuta in 1935. She died in 
Berwyn, Alberta in 1968. 

Nastia married Murdo McIver in 1934 and lived 
in Winnipeg. Murdo died in 1955. Nastia is still 
living in Winnipeg with one daughter. 

Wasyl married Mary Chegus in 1929 and left to 
reside in Ontario. 

My father passed on in 1933 and my mother in 
1940; both are buried in the St. John's Ukrainian 
Presbyterian Church cemetery near Pete's Lake. 

I attended Hranko School in 1908 and 1909. Dur
ing harvest I worked for various threshing outfits. 
The longest time I worked as a farm labourer was for 
G. F. Nixon of Kelloe. 

I left Rossburn in December, 1918 and took up a 
homestead at Shell Lake, Sask., where I presently 
reside. In 1925 I married a widow, Barbara Hnatiw, 
who passed away in 1979. 

I served as Councillor in the Municipali·ty for 
twenty-six years. At present I am eighty-four years 
old and live with my son. 

Fred Tokaryk 

Todosy Todosiev 
Shell Lake, Saskatchewan 

It was in the Spring of 1899 that Theodore (also 
known as Fred) Tokaryk, at the age of 48, and his 
wife, Barbara (nee Hyszka), 42, decided to leave 
their homeland, the Village of Horodenka, in West
ern Ukraine. They immigrated to Canada with their 
family: one daughter, Doris, aged 15, three sons, 
Alexander, 17, George 12 and John 4. 

They disembarked in Halifax and then on to Win
nipeg by train. Arriving in Winnipeg in early May, 
they found the immigration building filled with 
Ukrainian immigrants. On the 9th day of May, the 
Tokaryk family together with forty-seven other fam
ilies left Winnipeg by train for Strathclair. From 
Strathclair they were taken by wagon to Section 22 
Township 19 Range 23 near Patterson Lake, north of 
the town of Oakburn, before being assigned to their 
homesteads. The weather was cool and rainy. During 
this time people suffered a scarlet fever epidemic but 
the Tokaryk family were fortunate enough to survive. 

Fred and Barbara settled on their homestead, the 
S.E. !4 of Section 24-19-23 W. This was the begin
ning of years of hardship. They had to clear the thick 
bush before they could build their shelter. Their first 
house was built in May of 1900. It was a 18'x40' 
budda with steps going inside, a roof over it and 
about a three foot log wall with a window at ground 
level. Inside was a huge clay oven used for cooking 
and baking bread and at the back of it was a place to 
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Barbara Tokaryk in 1926. 

sleep where one was kept warm by the oven heat. In 
the year 1900, they broke three acres of land by hand 
with a pickaxe and saw. In 1901, they broke another 
three acres and by 1905, they had 18 acres broken and 
12 acres under cultivation. They also started out with 
two cattle and two horses in 1900. By 1905, they had 
16 cattle and 5 horses. 

Fred obtained entry for his homestead on June 
17, 1905. On January 3, 1906 he applied for his patent 
at Shoal Lake which was granted on September 5, 
1906. 

On this homestead is a lake and today it is marked 
on the map as "Tokaryk's Lake". The lake was good 
for fishing and swimming and people used to come 
from near and far. At times, some people would buy 
dried fish, cream or vegetables from Barbara. 

In the early days, the river was used to wash 
clothes which were hung on the branches to dry. 

John was the only son who attended St. John Kant 
#1242 School. Doris went to work at a hotel in 
Minnedosa as a cook. Alexander and George also 
went to work for farmers and learned the English 
language. 

Times got harder and Fred walked to Winnipeg 
looking for a job. It took him three weeks to walk one 
way. 

Barbara was a gifted woman. She worked as a 
midwife and people would come from as far as 
Rossburn to obtain her services. She would often be 
gone for a week or more. She delivered all her 
grandchildren and was still active in the early thirties. 
She had her own secret medicine which she made 
from plants and herbs to alleviate pain. Barbara prac
ticed the art of healing by the pouring of blessed wax 



upon the patient to relieve pain or to cure an illness. 
This woman was talented at making the nicest 
pysanky (Ukrainian Easter eggs). She also found 
time to work with the spinning wheel. 

The Tokaryk home was always open and wel
come to travelling priests and people who travelled 
from Seech or any further distance to town for their 
groceries or staples and were not able to make the 
round trip in one day. Many times people and their 
horses were put up for the night. 

The following is a record of Fred and Barbara's 
children and their families. 

Doris married John Thomas Anderson in 1906 
and they lived in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. They 
had two sons, one daughter and one adopted daugh
ter. John passed away November, 1954 and Doris on 
Christmas Day, 1972. 

Alexander married Magda Shwaluk in February, 
1907 and they farmed the S.W. Y4 19-19-22 W. They 
had three sons and five daughters. Alexander passed 
away on June 15, 1956 and Magda on March 15, 
1980. 

George married Lena Hachkowski in 1913 and 
they farmed the S.E. Y417-19-23. They had ten chil
dren, four daughters and six sons. George passed 
away on August 11, 1968. Lena presently resides in 
Oakbum, Manitoba. 

John married Rose Shwaluk in 1920 and lived on 
the home place until 1927 when they moved to Saska-

toon, Saskatchewan. They had nine children, four 
daughters and five sons. Rose passed away in April, 
1956 and John on April 13, 1971. 

The family first worshipped in St. John Cantius 
Chapel. The sons, Alexander and George, hauled 
logs and helped build the church. Later the family 
became faithful and active members of St. Michael's 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Olha, Manitoba, where 
now they rest in the church cemetery. 

Fred passed away on May 25, 1927. Barbara 
lived to the age of 96 and died on January 19, 1941. 

Our early pioneers had great faith in God and in 
the future of the new country and deserve thanks for 
their hard work, suffering and hardships to make life 
easier for their future generations. 

Submitted by: 
Diane Tokaryk (Pinuta) 

Victor Tomchuk 
Victor Tomchuk was born on August 16, 1876 in 

Pobereze, Powiat Stanislawow, Austria. He joined 
the Infantry in 1898 for two years. After completing 
his two-year term, he got married to Tatiana 
Leschasin in 1901. Victor and Tatiana had three chil
dren while in Austria, with one boy dying at three 
months old. The family of four, Victor, Tatiana, and 
their two children Nellie and Stan, left for Canada 
and landed in Halifax on March 6, 1906. From 

The children of Fred and Barbara Tokaryk. Left to Right: John, Alexander, Magda, Lena, George Tokaryk, Doris and John Anderson 
and grandson Mike Tokaryk. (1950) 
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Victor and Tatiana Tomchuk. 

Halifax, they travelled to Winnipeg, and then to 
Strathclair, and then north to Marco. 

The only money Victor had was 50¢. The govern
ment gave them a stove, some pots, some blankets, 
and a bag of flour. In order to survive, Victor 
Tomchuk's family combined their efforts with the 
Puyda and Kaban families and built a hut for shelter. 
During this period, their young son, Stan, died. 
Shortly after, Tina was born in the hut. Disaster hit 
when the hut burned down, and the Tomchuk family 
moved onto a farm in Marco. (Land Description NW 
Y423-20-23.) 

After settling in Marco, the family grew by three 
more - Stanley, Michael, and Mary. While living in 
Marco, more tragedy struck - Mary and Tina died. 
Tatiana Tomchuk died in 1921 at the age of 47. 
During this period, Nellie Tomchuk got married. 

In 1922, Victor Tomchuk married Katie 
Zayshley, Katie had a son named Peter. Stanley died 
in 1923. In 1926, the family moved to Pete's Lake, 
and then shortly after that, they moved to Oak River, 
where they lived for four years. From Oak River, they 
moved to Brandon, and then to Winnipeg. In 1939, 
Mike Tomchuk married Rose Woycheshen. Peter 
Zayshley married Pauline in 1940. Mike and Rose 
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Tomchuk have two sons, Arthur and Kenneth and 
now reside in Altona, Manitoba. Peter and Pauline 
Zashley have one daughter, Geraldine, and they all 
live in Winnipeg. 

Katie Tomchuk died on Mary 24, 1957, and Vic
tor died on October 26, 1966. 

Back Row, Left to Right: Sam, Basil, Steve Trakalo. Front Row, 
Left to Right: Dmetro Trakalo, Anna Trakalo, Mrs. Dmetro 
Trakalo. 

Trakalo 
Dmytro Trakalo was born in 1861 in the village of 

Anheliwka, county of Zalishchyky in Western 
Ukraine. In 1887 he married Anastasia Goy who was 
born in 1866 in the same village. They migrated to 
Canada in 1902, together with their three children, 
daughter Mary and sons, Tom and Sam. Soon after 
arrival in Canada, they settled on a homestead eleven 
miles northeast of Rossburn (S. 2, T. 21, R. 24) in the 
Mohyla district. 

The first year was a very difficult one. A shelter 
had to be built before winter set in. There was little 
money left for food and clothing. The eldest daughter 
Mary, then thirteen, found employment in a hotel in 
Hamiota. Her meager salary kept the family in food 
that first year. There were times when Dmytro would 
walk all the way to Hamiota, obtain some money 
from his daughter, buy flour and other staples, then 



walk back home the fifty or so miles, carrying the 
provisions on his back. After the family dwelling was 
built and a patch of land cleared for a garden, Dmytro 
went out to work for the established Anglo-Saxon 
farmers. It wasn't until 1910 that he began farming on 
his own homestead. 

In Canada, three more children were born to 
Dmytro and Anastasia; sons Basil and Steve and 
daughter Annie. A fourth child died in infancy. The 
family were faithful and active members of the 
Mohyla Ukrainian Catholic Church of Holy Trinity. 
Their home was always open to the priests who 
served the church during those early years. Every 
stranger and friend was made equally welcome. The 
children attended Mohyla school. Through the years 
many of the teachers boarded with the Trakalo fam
ily. 

Dmytro and Anastasia retired from active farm
ing in 1932 but continued living on the farm till their 
death. Dmytro passed away in 1947, Anastasia in 
1950. Their final resting place is in the Mohyla 
Church cemetery. 

The eldest daughter Mary, born in 1889, married 
Michael Glushka in 1906. They had a family of 
seven: Frances, Tena, John, Dmytro, Alice, 
Mildred, and Natalie. Mary passed away in 1973. 

Tom Trakalo born in 1891 married Stella Deydey. 
They had two daughters, Nellie and Annie. Tom died 
in 1918 during the flu epidemic. 

Sam Trakalo born in 1900, married Tinnie 
Leschyshyn in 1924. He farmed together with his 
father and then took over when Dmytro retired. Dur
ing this time Sam and Tinnie acquired more land and 
besides grain farming they raised fine cattle and 
horses. Sam also served as rural councillor. They had 
a family of three: Mervin, Ernest, and Lydia. When 
Sam passed away in 1956, son Mervin carried on 
farming till his death in 1973. Mervin also served as 
rural councillor. Ernest passed away in 1970. Lydia 
married Jerry Stebeleski and lives in Shoal Lake. 
Sam's widow Tinnie resides in Rossburn. At present, 
the original homestead of Dmytro and Anastasia is 
owned by a fourth generation Trakalo, namely Gor
don, son of Mervin. 

Basil Trakalo born in 1902, attended Mohyla and 
Sifton schools. He obtained his high school educa
tion in the Saint Boniface residence for Catholic boys 
and then went to Normal School in Winnipeg to 
become a teacher and continued in this profession for 
thirty years. Basil had a great talent for music and 
during his years of teaching organized and conducted 
many choir groups. In 1930 he married Lillian 
Bugera who was also a school teacher. Two daughters 
were born to them, Elaine and Myra. Basil passed 
away in 1973. Lillian passed away in 1980. 
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Daughter Annie was born in 1905. In 1922 she 
married Michael Woychyshen. They had one daugh
ter Nellie and a son Melvin. Annie and Michael 
farmed in the Rossburn Municipality till their retire
ment. Annie passed away in 1977. Michael presently 
resides with son Melvin. 

Steve, youngest son of Dmytro and Anastasia 
was born in 1907. He married Elsie Leschyshyn in 
1932. Together they farmed six miles northeast of 
Rossburn (S. 32, T. 20, R. 24). In 1972 they retired to 
live in the Village of Rossburn. They had two chil
dren, son Elmer and daughter Adele. Steve passed 
away in 1977. Elsie resides in Rossburn. 

Contributed by Alice Hrubeniuk 

Five Generations. Left to Right: Mrs. Dmetro Trakalo, Mrs. 
Michael Glushka, Mrs. Joseph Shwaluk, Mrs. Bill Lazaruk, 
Sharon Lazaruk. (1949) 

Prokip Twerdun 
In the village of Elowche, Trembowlya, Western 

Ukraine, lived the Twerdun family. Their house had a 
stone foundation, walls of brick, and the floor was of 
marble. It was so well built a hundred years ago, that 
it still stands - well kept, according to a visitor from 
the village. But the son, Prokip Twerdun left this life, 
and his father, to join the mass migration to Canada. 
Documents were gathered and processed in Ham
burg. Together with his wife Mary (nee Derkach), 
and young children, and fifteen other families from 
the village, they set sail in a five-storey ship across 
the Atlantic Ocean. Ten of the families went to 
Dauphin, or towards Angusville, and five home
steaded in the Seech district, north of Oakburn, in 
1900. 

The following is Prokip's and Mary's (my grand
parents) family, whom they married and their chil
dren. 

Aunt Ann (born 1887) married John Shwaliuk 
(now deceased), lives at the Morley Home in Shoal 
Lake (children, Rev. Peter, Mike, Matt, and Joe). 



Aunt Pearl (born 1890 - now deceased) married 
John Kuch (children: Bill, Mike, Joe, Steve, and 
Alex). 

Aunt Teklya (born 1896) married Anton Regush, 
lives in Dauphin (children: Sam, Mary, Joe, and 
Mike). 

Aunt Jennie (1900-1960) was a few days old on 
arrival in Canada. She married Mike Gurka, (chil
dren: Harvey and Walter). 

Aunt Rose, born in Canada in 1903, married Ed 
Chemeleuski, (no children). She lives in Chicago. 

My father Sameon (1891-1964) married Anne 
Nahimey. 

When grandmother, Mary passed away in 1906, 
Grandfather Prokip married the widow, Anna Pros
ack (nee Olyniuk), (their children: Joe Twerdun, 
Mary (Swaga - now deceased), and Katherine 
(Hachkowski). When his second wife died, he remar
ried to Tutania Kurchaba (nee Karasawich) (no chil
dren). 

My mother Anne Nahirney (1894-1975) was the 
daughter of Theodore (Fred) Nahimey, and Mary 
Leschyshyn. The family lived in the village of 
Poberezka. Stanislaw, West Ukraine. When grand
father Nahimey died, great-grandparents, John and 
Sophie Leschyshyn, did not leave the widow with 
small children behind. They all left for Canada. 
Thus, my mother Anne, her mother, one sister, and 
two brothers arrived at Marco, north east of 
Rossbum. The following is whom they married and 
their children. 

Aunt Nellie (1897-1981) married Harry Kuch (no 
children). 

Uncle Bill (born 1898), married Mary 
Ewanyshyn (children: Albert, Anne, and Walter), 
lives in Portage la Prairie. 

Uncle Fred (1900-1979) married Mary Mar
iowski (children: Joe, Bill, and Mike). 

My grandmother, Mary remarried in Canada, to 
Ewanyshyn (children: Harry, Mike, and Mary Kas
kiw). 

My mother, Anne, (nee Nahirney), and father 
Sameon Twerdun lived at Olha. They had eleven 
children, who all attended the local public school, 
and Ukr. Catholic Church. All were born at home; 
usually a mid-wife was on hand. These births were 
registered by the priest, when children were bap
tized. It was quite common to see children go bare
foot. Shoes were saved for going out. Books were 
precious. To start school, a pupil had to have a pencil 
and scribbler. The text books had to be purchased by 
the students. Cutting cords of wood for neighbors 
made it possible to buy these books. A teacher usu
ally taught about sixty pupils in a one-room school 
house (all grades). We walked 2-4 miles to attend 
school. 
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The following are my brothers and sister, whom 
they married and their children. 

Mike (1913-1949) married Mary Yaroshewsky 
(children: Shirley and Joan); Mary remarried to Nick 
Landago, lives in Windsor. 

Mary (born 1914) married Stan Swereda (chil
dren: Melvin, Bob (deceased 1974), Stan, John, Gor
don, Mary-Ann, and Eddy), lives in Belleville, Ont. 

John (1916-1967) and wife Christine Waugh 
(daughter Carol-Ann), lives in Lakehead, Ont. 

Fred (born 1918) married Tenie Nikoliation in 
1979, lives in Shoal Lake. 

Bill (1920-1965). Harvey (1921- died the same 
year). 

Peter (1923-1967) married Jean, who lives in 
B.C. 

Steve (1925-1963). Joe (1929-1974). 
Stan (born 1935) married Marlis Radford (chil

dren: Wendy, Tracy, and Jodie), lives in Nipigon, 
Ont. 

I, Harry was born July 14,1927. I married Diane 
Boychuk (refer to Boychuk, and Lazaruk History) on 
June 12, 1954. Our daughter, Karen was born July 6, 
1955, and son Gene was born April 21, 1957. We 
lived in Winnipeg until 1968, when we moved to 
Rossbum, established a cabinet shop business, and a 
lumber yard business in 1978. 

New comers saw many changes take place in 
their life time. "Flying in space, or going to the 
moon" was fiction. Now it's reality. Great strides 
have been made in Medicine, such as transplants of 
body organs. My brothers' deaths caused a study of 
their cases, and Doctors found that this particular 
kidney disease could be hereditary. Brother Joe lived 
a couple years without kidneys, using the kidney 
dialysis machine two or three times a week, waiting 
for a 'match'. In 1974, the transplant operation took 
place. Unfortunately, his body resistance was low, 
and he developed pneumonia. Many cases are suc
cessful now, and new wonders taking place at all 
times. 

Nicholas Ukrainec 

Contributed by 
Harry Twerdun 

Nicholas Ukrainec was born on December 19, 
1868, at Chortkiw Ukraine, Europe, and married 
Marya Krisko in the year of 1895. To them was born a 
first son, Steven, in 1896. Two years later another 
son, Michael, was born in 1897, and then a third son 
Antoni in 1899. 

Nicholas Ukrainec had a blacksmith trade and 
was quite a wealthy man. Then he decided he'd move 
to Canada which he did on the 8th of March, 1900. 
He gathered some of his main blacksmith tools, 
(Vice, Anvil, Laps, and Dise), his pregnant wife and 



3 sons, and ventured off to Canada. While sailing 
across the Atlantic, his wife gave birth to their fourth 
son named John born on the Canadian side on the 
ship in the year 1900. 

Nicholas and his wife had a great amount of 
courage to come to Canada as they did. When they 
got to Canada, they were first stationed at Halifax. 
From there they travelled from Halifax to Winnipeg 
by rail and then got to Rossbum and bought 3 quar
ters of land, a few horses, cows, and an ox which 
he had trained to haul things around in the yard. He 
built a log house, bam and a blacksmith shop. Then 
besides brushing land he had worked a few years with 
Mr. Piquet, a blacksmith at Angusville. Like any 
other Ukrainian people that came to Canada, Nicho
las, his wife and family had to learn to speak English. 
By the time he got his naturalization papers Nicholas 
had learned quite a bit of English. (This did not take a 
very long time.) 

The Ukrainec Family. Back Row, Left to Right: Helen, Annie, 
Nellie, Mrs. Rose Ukrainec, Florence, Peter, Bert, Joe, Mike. 
Front Row, Left to Right: Nettie, Margaret, Mr. Nickolas 
Ukrainec, George. 

In 1902 his wife gave birth to the fifth son named 
Max and in 1904 the sixth son named Joseph, but 
Nicholas was trying hard to raise some girls, and in 
1906 a daughter was born which was named Nellie, 
then another boy Peter in 1908. Nicholas and his wife 
had to work hard to support the big family. When 
Peter was born, Marya Ukrainec passed away shortly 
after, leaving the family of eight for Nicholas to look 
after. It was difficult for Nicholas to work the land. 
He had to grub every inch of it, break it up, and pick 
roots, before he could plant anything. At the same 
time he served as a councillor for quite some time in 
Rossbum Municipality and did blacksmith work. 
Shortly after his wife died Nicholas started to look 
for another wife. He found a beautiful widow, Rosie 
Weechintowich (nee Rose Kominski) with four chil
dren. She had first brought the two youngest ones, 
Bert and Jessie, from Krakow Poland. Leaving the 
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two older ones with the Sisters, as she didn't have 
enough money to bring the four of them with her at 
once. She had to come to Canada to look after her 
sick mother, Mrs. Carl Kominski in year 1901. 

Nicholas asked her to marry him which she did. 
A year later, Nicholas and Rosie sent enough money 
to the Sisters in Krakow Poland to bring her other 
two children, Mary and Tom to Canada. By then they 
had quite a bit of land broken up so Nicholas bought a 
threshing machine and a steam engine with which he 
did his threshing and a lot of custom work. Then later 
he bought a newer Case threshing machine and a 
Case gas tractor. Then Nicholas decided he was 
going to raise more girls. in 1910, a girl was born 
named Annie, then Helen in 1912, Margaret in 1914, 
Nettie in 1915, then came another boy George in 

Left to Right: George, Florence and Gladys Ukrainec. 

1917, and another girl named Florence, and then the 
youngest one a girl named Gladys. Nicholas brought 
up 19 children in all. All were living except Max who 
died during the first world War with Influenza. He 
also had three sons serving during the Second World 
War. They were Tom, Bert, and George. Bert was 
killed in the war, and Tom and George returned home 
after the war was over. 

Nicholas Ukrainec retired from farming in the 
spring of 1939 and moved to Sandy Lake, Manitoba 
and lived there till his death on March 16th, 1951 at 
the age of 84. Nicholas and his wife and family were 
good citizens and well liked. 

His wife Rosie Ukrainec (nee Rosie Kominski) 
was born in 1877 on September 13 in Poland, came to 
Canada in 1901 and died January 22nd, 1973 at the 
age of 96 years. 

She spent her last fifteen years with her youngest 
daughter, Gladys Yakiwchuk of Brandon, Manitoba. 



John Ukrainec and Nellie Kowalchuk Wedding Sept. 22, 1924. Seated, Left to Right: Harry Werboweski, Wavro Goraga, Mike 
Swistun (on dulcimers). Standing - Front Row, Left to Right: Mrs. Harry Werboweski, Mike Kotulniski (cousin of the groom and 
best man), John Ukrainec (Groom), Nellie Kowalchuk (Bride), Emily Kotyk (Bridesmaid), Mr. and Mrs. Kowalchuk (bride's mother 
and father). Standing - Back Row, Left to Right: Unidentified, Frank Kowalchuk (bride's brother), Joe Ukrainec (groom's brother), 
Steve Ukrainec (groom's brother), Mr. Kowalchuk (bride's father), Unidentified, Nicholas Ukrainec (groom's father), Mrs. Rosie 
Ukrainec (groom's step mother). 

Sawmill on Mike Ukrainec's farm (1928). Left to Right: Bill 
Hyra, Mike Ukrainec. 

J. F. Urbanowski 
1. F. Urbanowski arrived in Rossburn from Es

terhazy, Sask. in 1917 (originally came from Poland) 
a qualified barber. 

In June 1918 he married Mary Blaskiewicz, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Blaskiewicz. They 
had four children: Michael, Lawrence, Lillian and 
Kenneth. Kenneth died at age 2. 

1. F. as he was known by all, opened a poolroom 
and barber shop in Peikoff's old poolroom. Shortly 
after he built his own pool-hall with living quarters 
above. This was converted to the Rossburn Theatre 
about the year 1922. 
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Joe operated the theatre during silent picture days 
and brought in talkies which were a novelty and drew 
in the patrons until the depression hit. During the 
hungry thirties, poor business forced him to go to 
Winnipegosis to operate a theatre during the summer 
months for six years. 

Business greatly improved during the war years, 
and, in 1946, he renovated and enlarged the theatre to 
accommodate larger crowds. 

During the war the boys both joined the Armed 
Forces and went overseas. Lawrence was wounded at 
Cannes. Michael was stationed in England. Lillian, 
who had been teaching at Deloraine, resigned and 
accepted a position on the staff of the Bank of Toron
to at Rossburn where she remained until the war was 
over. 

Mr. Urbanowski, with the help of his wife, con
tinued to operate the theatre until 1963 when ill health 
forced him to retire. He died in Rossburn in 1966. 
All three children are happily married and living in 
Winnipeg where Mrs. Urbanowski also lives. 

Veitch 
The Veitch ancestors left Campton County, Rox

burgshire, Scotland in 1805 and settled near Wad
dington, N. Y. Two sons came to Canada and settled 
at Winchester, Ont. Samuel was the son of Thomas 



Back Row, Left to Right: Annie Palmer, Edith Veitch, Mrs. H. Palmer, Margaret Veitch, Henry Palmer. Middle Row: Walter Veitch with 
Vivian Veitch, Bert Palmer, Hazel Palmer, Grandma Veitch. Front Row: Claire Palmer, Tom Veitch, Wilson Veitch, Bill Plant. 

Veitch. Samuel married Elizabeth Johnstone on July 
2, 1861. They and their ten children came to the 
Rossburn area about 1887 and homesteaded N. 
22-20-25. Mary Jane married Henry Palmer, Annie 
married Norman Locke. John married Mary 
McLean. They lived in Seattle. Tom moved to Iowa, 
Ed married Edith Johnston, Samuel only lived one 
year. Margaret married Bert MacDonald, Wilson 
married Mary Dunlop, Walter married Margaret 
Brown, Fred married Laura Finch. Fred farmed S. W. 
27-20-25 until 1929 when he moved to Bracebridge, 
Ont. They had one son, William. 

Samuel passed away in 1904. The homestead was 
left to his son Walter. Walter and his wife Margaret 
farmed there until 1916 when Walter died of scarlet 
fever. His daughter Vivian died two weeks later leav
ing his widow with three young children. Margaret 
managed the farm working in the fields plowing, 
stooking, cutting grain. Clair Palmer was hired to 
help. 

In 1918, Margaret built a new house on 23-20-25 
so her children, Rowat, Sterling and Margaret would 
be near Bruan School. 

Grandma Veitch, who had been living with Wal-
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ter and Margaret, passed away in 1923. In 1925, 
Margaret Veitch married Abner Joiner, a grain buyer 
at Birdtail. Her children continued living with them. 
A shanty was built on the "Old Place" where the men 
batched during the summer. Margaret Joiner and 
daughter Margaret did the chores at home, looking 
after the garden, milking about 14 cows, etc. Mar
garet still wonders how that bull could drink so much 
water! In the summer, there was little time for recrea
tion - there was ball at school and field days. 

In winter, they played shinny on the sloughs, 
hockey on the open air rink. Rowat and Sterling 
played in the hockey tournaments in the neighbour
ing towns. 

The eldest son, Rowat left home in '35 spending 
one winter on Peden's ranch with Bob Brown and 
Archie Buchanan feeding cattle. In 1936, he worked 
on a dairy at The Pas. In 1939, Rowat, Sterling, Art 
Andrew and Bud Campbell worked at a shipyard in 
Vancouver. In 1942, Rowat joined the army and 
served in Italy, Belgium and Holland. He was dis
charged in 1946 and returned to the farm. In 1947, he 
married Olive Walker from Elkhorn. They farmed on 
22-20-25 until 1962 when Rowat became Postmaster 



at Rossburn. He retired in 1977 and still lives in 
Rossburn. 

He was the Chairman of Bruan School for four 
years, Chairman of Knox United Church and Secre
tary-Treasurer of Rossburn Legion. 

Rowat and Olive have four children: Linda (Mrs. 
Terry Allen of The Pas), Gwen (Mrs. Ford Steel of 
Kamloops, B. C.), Georgina (Mrs. Raymond 
Glushka of Winnipeg) and Blaine presently at Uni
versity of Manitoba. They also have four grand
children. 

Upon leaving home, Sterling. worked for Tom 
MacDonald. In 1944, he rented Pradiniuk's Cafe. In 
1946, he married Lorna Bennett of Harrowby. Lorna 
taught school in Rossburn for 15 years. Sterling 
clerked in Dave Cleland's store until the business was 
bought by Mike Kawa. He continued to work for Mr. 
Kawa until 1966 when he became Custodian of the 
Rossburn Collegiate retiring in 1979. They had one 
son, Kevin, presently employed with International 
Mineral & Chemical Corp. at Esterhazy. They still 
live in Rossburn. 

Margaret married Dave Cleland. They had one 
daughter Vivian who married Carman Bright from 
Sinclair. 

Margaret and Abe Joiner had three children: -
Eunice (Mrs. Doug Gill of Rivers), William (Bill) 
who passed away in 1977, and Doug who married 
Pauline Malaniuk. 

Margaret and Abe moved to town in 1964. Abe 
passed away in 1970. Margaret moved into the Lions 
Manor in 1973. Margaret led a very active life. She 
was a great community worker, belonging to the 
Women's Institute, Ladies' Aid and Rebekah 
Lodge. She boarded all the teachers that taught in the 
Bruan School. Margaret did beautiful hand work. 
She was a keen competitor in fair exhibits. In her 

Left to Right: Mervin Crookshanks, Margaret Veitch, Bill and 
Jennie Maxwell, Bill Hunter, Tom Sinclair, Sterling Veitch. Sit
ting: Rowat Veitch, Robert Maxwell. (1935) 
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eighteenth year, she won the highest awards at the 
Rossburn Fair. Margaret loved playing games. Her 
children have many fond memories of the ball 
games, hide and seek and card games she played with 
them. She passed away in September, 1976. 

Verbowski 
In May, 1900, Tomko Verbowski and his wife 

Warwara, and their family of six children, Steve, 
Mary, Daisy, Annie, Nick, and Nellie, immigrated 
from Stanislaw, Austria to Canada by boat, which 
landed in Halifax. They then boarded a train to Win
nipeg. From Winnipeg they continued their journey 
by train part way, and the rest of the way was by 
horses. They stayed in a big tent with other families 
on Sec. 16-21-25, until the land was surveyed. 
Tomko purchased the NEY4 26-21-25, and started 
building shelter for the coming winter. Tomko 
worked for various farmers in the valley, and by 1905 
he had cleared some land and planted five acres of 
barley. Later he purchased two horses which replaced 
the oxen. 

In 1907, son Steve married Mary Halipchuk and 
settled in the Mears district, NW 32-21-24. 

Mary married John Yaworski and settled in 
Scarth Manitoba where John was a section foreman. , 

Daisy married Nick Dutkevich and moved to 
Hyas, Saskatchewan where they farmed. 

Annie passed away after a fatal accident. 
Nellie married Mike Hasiuk in Austria, and they 

immigrated three years later to Canada. 

Nick married Teenie Wushko, daughter of Fred 
and Helen Wushko, on January 20, 1911 in Seech 
Church. They farmed for a few years with their 
parents, Tomko and Warwara. Tomko later retired 
and moved to live with his daughter Nellie and Mike 
Hasiuk in the Mears district. Nick purchased the 
farm and cleared more land. They raised cattle, 
horses, chickens, geese, ducks, and turkeys which 
they were always very proud of. 

The 1927-28 were good years and in June 1929, 
Nick purchased his first new 1929 Chev. Sedan. 

Nick and' Teenie had five cildren - Annie, 
Harry, Mike, Lena, and Lillian. They farmed in the 
Glen Elmo district until 1949. They then retired and 
moved to Rossburn. 

Annie married Stanley Bereza in 1931, and they 
farmed in Glen Elmo for 16 years. Then they moved 
to the Solsgirth district and continued their farming. 
Stanley died on February 1, 1969. They had a family 
of four - Dan, Lillian, Janis, and Jerry. Dan married 
Marg Peel and they now reside in Calgary, Alberta, 
where Dan manages a Lumber Co. They have two 



Verbowski family in 1935. Back Row, (L-R): Teenie Verbowski, 
Nicholas Verbowski, Harry Verbowski. Front Row, (L-R): Lillian 
Verbowski, Lena Verbowski, Mike Verbowski. 

children - Mamie and Darren. Lillian married Bill 
Kalyniuk, and they farm north of Angusville. They 
have two boys - Nigel and Kelly. Janis married Jim 
Castle and they now reside in Calgary, Alberta, 
where Jim does upholstery. They have two girls -
Jacqueline, and Jocelyn. Jerry married Sheilla Hem
minger, and they farm in the Sols girth district. They 
have one son - Jason. 

1968 Verbowski family gathering. Annie (Bereza), Mike, Nich
olas, Lillian (Bilawka), Teenie, Harry, Lena (Zegalski). 
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Harry married Dora Wladyka in 1938, and they 
farmed in the Glen Elmo district. In 1948, Harry 
purchased the Imperial Oil Bulk station in Rossburn, 
and operated it until 1975 when he semi-retired. They 
have a family of three - Adolph, Olvia and Ernie. 
Adolph married Theresa Glushka, and resides in 
Edmonton, Alberta. They have three daughters -
Shauna, Arden, and Renada. Olvia married Andy 
Bachewich and they farm in Sandy Lake, Manitoba. 
They have three children - Cheryl, Brett, and 
Shelly. Ernie married Geraldine Schaworski, and 
they reside in Regina, Saskatchewan where Ernie 
teaches school. They have three boys - Chad, Yuri, 
and Ely. 

Mike married Nettie Gensoriek in 1949, and they 
farmed in the Glen Elmo district. In 1952, Mike 
purchased IHC and took over the dealership from C. 
A. Menzies. They have a family of three children
Ronnie, Beverley, and Myra. Beverley married Gary 
Chimchak in 1977, and they reside in Winnipeg. 
Ronnie and Myra are at home. Nettie passed away 
February 20, 1980. 

Mike Verbowski family, 1975. Myra, Beverley, Nettie, Mike, 
Ron. 

Lena married Peter Zegalski in 1948, and they 
lived in Rossburn until 1960. They then moved to 
Brandon, Manitoba where Pete drives the Co-op 
semi. Lena is employed with the Manitoba Tele
phone System. They have two children - Larry and 
Sharon, who are both at home. 

Lillian married Joe Bilawka in 1951, and they 
farmed in the Glen Elmo district until 1955. They 
then moved to Winnipeg where Joe is employed with 
Afta Blowers. They have three children - Lome, 
Beverley, and Laverne. 

Nick and Teenie Verbowski passed away in 



March 1973, and are buried in Ukrainian Catholic 
cemetery north of Rossburn. 

Walker 
Frederich John Walker born in England, October 

21, 1894 came to Canada 1913 enlisted 1914, 
wounded and returned 1917. On June 28,1918 mar
ried Myrtle (Emily) Ellen Bradshaw in Rivers, Man
itoba who was born April 29, 1900 in Ranchvale, 
Rossburn Municipality. Her actual birthplace was 
approximately eight miles into the park north - E. 
of Mitchell's ranch. Fred was employed with C.N.R. 
In 1933 he was transferred to Brandon. In 1940 Emily 
was drawn back to the Mears district and bought 
Billy Schilds homestead one mile west of her father's 
homestead, N.E. Y4 20-21-24. She remained on the 
farm until 1951 when she moved to Carman and 
became dietician in Carman Hospital, where she 
remained till her death September 26, 1961. The farm 
IS now owned by her grandsons Lynn and Ryan 
Fowler. Fred passed away July 20, 1966. 

Emily Bradshaw Walker who was born inside 
what is now the Riding Mountain National Park, at 
the age often moved to her father's homestead, S.E. 
Y4 21-21-24, at the site where Mears Hall stood. She 
received her first pair of shoes when she started 
school in the first class of Chmelnycki school. Her 
father felt education useless so all work had to be 
done before school or no school. In their eagerness to 
learn to read and write they locked their Dad in the 
hen house and went to school. They felt the punish
ment they'd get was worth it in order to learn. They 
were poorly clothed and the older ones had to drag 
the young ones home in snow when they gave up. All 
but two of the family were born unassisted. On occa
sions Mrs. Robt. Hiscock served as midwife. 

Fred and Emily's house was always full of Foster 
Children back in the days before there was financial 
help and they cared for them out of love. Dave and 
Gert Conley were two foster children who lived in 
Mears with them. Gertie attended Chmelnycki 
school. After Emily returned to the farm in 1941 she 
worked extremely hard for a woman. She bought 
three colts and broke them into harness herself (with 
the help of daughters Besse and Gertie Conley), both 
for work and saddle. 

Emily attended both Chmelnycki and Valley 
Schools. Valley then was a log school on Wilson's 
farm, now Mervin Checkowski's farm. She only 
reached grade three but never stopped educating her
self, usually playing school with her children, never 
as teacher, but as pupil. Her children delighted in 
making Mother write out her spelling mistakes twen
ty times. Even through this she continued to spell 
bologna as balonie and cheese as cheez. She took a 
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Walker Family - Left to Right: Freda (Walker) Butler, Mrs. 
Emily (Bradshaw) Walker, Elizabeth (Walker) Fowler, Fred 
Walker, Myrtle (Walker) Charlton, Ray Charlton. 

lot of kidding on this but wouldn't change. We didn't 
want her to. 

Fred and Emily had three girls. 
Myrtle Lillian Ellen born in Rivers, Manitoba 

April 1, 1919, educated in Rivers Elementary to grade 
six in Brandon in Park, Earl Oxford and Earl Haig 
schools. In 1938 she married Ray Charlton, Flight 
Lieutenant in the R.C.A.F. They had three children: 
Arla Maxine died in infancy, Wendy Diane, January 
21, 1943, Terence Royce, May 12, 1948. 

Freda M., born, Rivers December 5, 1921, and 
educated in Rivers to grade five, in Brandon 
Schools, Park, Earl Oxford, Earl Haig, Brandon 
Collegiate and Central Industrial Arts. She married 
Frank Butler on December 16, 1942. They have five 
adopted children. Nedine Freda born August 21, 
1949, Brian Nelson born October 10, 1951, Randal 
Frank born December 25, 1956, Lee-Anne Ellen, 
born May 24, 1967, Lisa Ann born January 20, 1969. 

Elizabeth (Besse) R. was born on January 26, 
1923. She was educated in Rivers to grade three then 
Brandon Park, Earl Haig and King George School. 
She married Terence Fowler in 1943. They had five 
boys: Lynn Raymond, Ryan Terence, Patrick James, 
Gene Francis, Desmond Michal. 

Elizabeth and Terry Fowler continued on at the 
family farm until 1966, they moved to Brandon (a 
photographer). Freda stilI lives in the Rossburn Com
munity. 

Submitted and written by daughters 
Myrtle Charlton 
Elizabeth Fowler 
Freda Butler 



Warnock 
It was in the village of Gorrie, in Howich County, 

Ontario in 1857, where Hugh Sherwin Warnock was 
born. He was the second youngest, of ten, whose 
parents Samuel Hope Warnock and Caroline Sher
win Warnock had migrated from Belfast, Ireland. At 
the age of 21 years, he with his older brother Sam 
decided to go West. 

The year was 1879 when they landed in Win
nipeg. There they met Mr. R. R. Ross, Mr. R. R. 
Peden, Mr. John Broadfoot, and Mr. Bob Murray, 
who were also going west. Sam Warnock bought a 
team of oxen and a Red River cart to carry their 
supplies, and they set out along the Battleford Trail. 
It was at Shoal Lake where they turned off the Bat
tleford Trail, and took a trail used by the Mounted 
Police leading to Fort Pelly. At a point where the trail 
came to the Bird Tail River, they decided after a 
month on the road, that this was far enough, and 
squatted on land along the river, later to be known as 
Todburn. On the land a 12'x15' sod shanty was built, 
and called home for the Warnocks. 

George Porterfield of Atwood, Ontario, came 
west later in 1879, with his two sisters, Nellie and 
Bessie. He left his sisters in Winnipeg until such time 
as he could find land and build a cabin. This he did in 
the Todburn area, and in 1880 brought out his sisters. 

Hugh Warnock, after "Seeing Nellie Home" 
(Nellie Porterfield) for about six years, decided to 
take a bride, and they married in September of 1886. 
The sod shanty being a little small for three, Hugh 
and his bride settled on a farm at Silver Creek. It was 
there that four of their children were born. Wesley, 
the eldest, died in 1891, at the age of three, with 
pneumonia. The second, Gertrude, was born in 
1890, later married Tom Menzies, a banker, living 
most of their lives in Alberta, later retired to Victoria, 
where she died in 1971. Lottie was born in 1892 and at 
the age of five and a half years died in 1898, with 
diphtheria. Elgin was born in 1894, and lived in 
Winnipeg, where he died in 1966. 

In 1899, Hugh sold the farm and moved to 
Rossburn. He had a carpenter shop and did a lot of 
building in the area. It is here my father, Lawrence 
Warnock, was born in November, 1900. After attend
ing school, at the tender age of seventeen years he 
joined the Canadian Air Force and was taking his 
training in Toronto, Ontario when the first War 
finished. Returning home there was no employment, 
so had to do odd jobs around town. One was to get his 
father's old engine and circular saw, and a couple of 
his friends, (Ray and Elmer Grant) and saw wood. 

In 1920, Lawrence married Cora Ferguson, el
dest daughter of George and Janet Ferguson, who 
was a local farmer and livestock dealer. While living 
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in Rossburn they raised a family of four. The eldest, 
Lloyd, was born in 1921, Douglas in 1922, Gertrude 
in 1924, and Merle in 1926. 

In recalling some of my early memories of 
Rossburn, one was to be at my Grandfather's bam 
when the Mounted Policeman (Mr. Bayfield) took his 
horse next door to Oscar Copping's well to water, and 
we rode it over and back. The last job I remember my 
father having in Rossburn, was, firing the boiler in 
the old flour mill for Mr. George Spearman, from 6 
a.m. to 6 p.m. for ten cents an hour pay; that was in 
1927. Later that same year we moved to Floors Siding 
(8 miles east of Oak River) where Dad bought grain 
for the Northern Elevator Company. 

It was here that two more additions came to our 
family, Kenneth in 1928 and Jack in 1934. During this 
period we lost our beloved Grandmother Warnock in 
1933, and following two and a half years later our 
Dad in June, 1936. After Dad's death, Mother with 
six children, all under fourteen years of age, moved 
to Winnipeg to be near her parents, who had moved 
there previously from Rossburn. Things were bad 
during the depression in the 1930's, but we survived 
as did a lot of others, and I often think back to those 
days, and it makes us appreciate what we have today. 

In 1939, I (Lloyd) joined the army and went 
overseas in 1940, followed by my brother Douglas in 
1941 who had joined the navy. We returned in 1945, 
when the employment opportunities were better, so 
we all had a good start at earning our own living. 
While we were serving overseas, Grandfather War
nock died in 1941, as did my Grandmother Janet 
Ferguson, and then followed by Grandfather Fergu
son in 1945. 

In November 1949, I married Lorraine Alex
ander, eldest daughter of Edna and Howard Alex
ander of Rossburn. We moved to Vancouver, B. C. in 
1952 and have two children, Lawrence and Lynn, 
who both live in Vancouver. Douglas married Louise 
McKenzie of Yorkton, Saskatchewan. They have two 
children, Wayne and Barbara, and live in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan. Gertrude married Jock Erskine of 
Winnipeg, who was killed overseas while serving in 
the Canadian Army. While serving a son was born, 
Craig Erskine, and he is in the U . S. navy. Merle went 
to Toronto, where she met her husband, Basil An
drews, and now reside in Picton, Ontario. Kenneth 
married Blanche Huebert and now live in Vancouver, 
B.C. They have four girls by her first marriage, 
Katherine in Saskatoon, Elaine in Winnipeg, Diane 
in Calgary, and Laura at home. Kenneth had two to 
his first marriage, Shauna and Jeffrey and they reside 
in Victoria, B. C. Jack married Doreen Deschamp of 
Russell, Manitoba, and have three boys and a girl, 
Randy is married and lives in Saskatoon, Sask., 



Kerry married and lives in Winnipeg, Brenda in 
Regina, Sask., and Scott at home. 

My dear Mother lived in Winnipeg until her death 
in 1968. There are five members of her family still 
living. Grace, married to Ray Grant lives in Silvis, 
Ill., U. S. A.; Pearl, retired in Rochester, Minn., 
U.S.A.: Nonie married to Larry Simpson lives in 
Winnipeg; Duncan lives in Colburg, Ontario and 
Howard in Colorado Springs, Colorado, U.S.A. 

Of the past, my forefathers always had an open 
door, and shared their table with all who passed. For 
this heritage I am proud. To my forefathers for their 
efforts in the building of the Village of Rossburn and 
surrounding area, I am proud. To be born and raised 
in Rossburn makes me proud. To the people of 
Rossburn and community, who over the years have 
built the village up, while other villages around you 
have disappeared, you too should be proud. 

Weatherley 

Submitted by 
Lloyd G. S. Warnock 

Stanley 1. Weatherley with his wife Doris came to 
Rossburn as principal of the Rossburn Collegiate in 
1932. He was a very enthusiastic person and a won
derful teacher. He knew his work and passed it on in 
such a manner that the students were taught to think 
for themselves. After three years a considerable 
number of students had obtained their Grade Eleven 
standing and were eager to get Grade Twelve. Mr. 
Weatherley offered to undertake the extra load if the 
Board charged a fee and added it to his meagre salary 
of $1100. After a lot of discussion, a class of twelve 
were entered, with each one paying $50 tuition. The 
first year the following pupils were enrolled: Charlie 
Babachuk; Cassie Pawluk; Grace Brown; George 
Andrew; Bill Workman; Dick Goletz; Nicholas 
Danyluk; John Woychesin; Nick Kawka. 

During the years from 35 to 42, a large number 
obtained their Grade Twelve with Mr. Weatherley 
teaching both grade eleven and twelve. There may 
have been a few supplements, but no failures. 

The war was in full swing and a number of boys 
left school to enlist in the Airforce. Out of this 
number, several gave their lives. Harry Partridge, 
Oswald Armstrong, and John Ponochuk, were the 
first. Others joined the forces and made a real contri
bution to the war effort. Several were decorated for 
bravery. 

Today, they are scattered over the country hold
ing high position: Jack Peden is a professor at Moose 
Jaw University; Grace Brown is a teacher of Greek 
and Theology in Saskatchewan; Lloyd Douglas 
works for the Bank of Toronto in Edmonton; Jean 
Partridge Crowe is a writer in Toronto; Meredith 
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Huston is with Pool Elevators; Blair Lindsay is with 
the Bank of Montreal in Saskatoon; Robert Lindsay 
is with Fidelity Trust in Toronto; Billie McIntosh is 
with the Bank of Toronto for B.C. 

We feel we owe a lot to Mr. Weatherley and 
several of the other teachers who have labored in our 
school so that Rossburn young people have been able 
to go out into the world and hold their positions 
among the educated people of our country. 

Grade 12 in 1934-35: 
Charlie Babichuk, Bill Workman, Jos. 

Micha1chuk, Dick Goletz, Wella Irwin, Nicholas 
Danyluk, Joyce Webster, John Woychesin, Cassie 
Pawluk, Nick Kawka, George Andrew. 

Williamson 
William George Williamson came to Manitoba 

from near Brockville, Ontario, in 1885. 
He worked at Mr. Nelson's near Chater for a few 

years before coming to Rossburn in 1890. Working 
and making his home at Peden's, he often remarked 
that Mrs. Peden was like a mother to him. 

He purchased the N.E. quarter of 25-19-25, 
building a log house. He donated the part east of the 
railroad for a Methodist Church, caretaking both 
churches when they first opened. 

His sister Cordelia and Bella Hossie were itiner
ant preachers. Bella was the organist. Their territory 
covered from the vicinity of Rossburn as far as south 
of Brandon. 

In 1897, Bella Hossie and George Williamson 
were married. They later bought the southeast quar
ter from Ed Butler and later the west quarter of 
25-19-25. They had two children, John Wesley and 
William Everett. 

In 1906, they built a new home which was sold to 
Mrs. Sarah Young in 1914. They moved to Winnipeg 
and later to a farm near Chater. Returning to 
Rossburn in 1918, they built the present house. 

Everett married and had one daughter Joan, Mrs. 
Richard Burritt of Bakersfield, U.S.A. 

During the war, Everett was paymaster for Num
ber Ten Hospital in Sicily. 

In 1961, he married May Beasley and they live in 
Ottawa. 

Wesley married Beryl Young of Rossburn. They 
lived in the Williamson home until Wesley died in 
1967. They had four children. 

John married Mavis Yerex of Neepawa and has 
three boys: Dale, Garry, and David. They live at 
Morris. 

Alva married Bryce Llewellyn and has two boys 
and a girl, Shawn, Jeffery, and Scott. They live in 
Thunder Bay. 



Greta married Donald Gordon of Selkirk. They 
have one daughter, Sandra. 

Gordon married Brenda Hames of Kenton and 
has two girls, Ashley and Danielle. They live in 
Toronto. 

Mrs. Williamson died in 1963 at the age of 96. 
Mr. Williamson died in 1951 at the age of 83. 

Submitted by 
Mrs. Beryl Williamson 

June, 1980 

Mary Ann and William Wilson 
At the age of 12, in 1862, Mary Ann McBride 

came with her family from Ireland to Atwood, Ont. 
There she later met and married William Wilson, 
who was born in Ont. in 1857, and whose parents had 
also come from Ireland. Some time before 1882 they 
moved to Mitchell, Ont. Two of their four children 
were born in Atwood; Sarah and James, and the other 
two, Robert and Jessie, were born at Mitchell. 

In 1880, Mary Ann's brother, James, came to 
Rossburn and took up a homestead on the south half 
of section 6-21-24. He remained a bachelor, and lived 
to be 93. His niece, Sarah, came out in 1894 and 
taught school for one year at Woodlands. Later she 
taught at Perth and Valley Schools. In 1895, she 
brought her parents and brothers and sister out from 
Mitchell, and they lived on the McBride homestead, 
where they farmed for a number of years. William 

Thos. Stewart and Jas. McBride. 

410 

developed arthritis and spent the last twelve years of 
his life in a wheel chair, and died in 1916. Mary Ann 
spent many years living with one daughter, then the 
other, and died in 1934. Sarah Wilson married Alex
ander Young and farmed at Rossbum. They had three 
children, Roslyn, who was born in 1899 and died in 
January, 1980. He and his wife had four children, one 
of whom (Stewart) died. Roslyn and his wife had 
fourteen grandchildren; Beryl Young was a teacher, 
too. She married Wesley Williamson of Rossbum 
who passed away in 1967. They had four children, 
none of whom live in Rossburn. Beryl still lives there 
in the old Williamson house. I'm sure everyone in 
Rossburn knows her. She was born in 1902 and has 
nine grandchildren; Phyllis Young was born in 1905, 
and grew up in Rossburn where she married William 
Peden of Rossburn. They moved to Brandon, where 
Bill taught school for many years, but is now retired. 
They have three daughters and eight grandchildren. 

Alexander Young died in 1910, and Sarah in 
1962. 

James Wilson married Annie Brennan of Birtle, 
Manitoba, and they had twelve children, the oldest 
four born in Ontario, the next four born in Manitoba, 
and the other four born in Saskatchewan. James was 
an agent for the Beaver Lumber Co., and lived in 
several places, including Lipton, Sask., Luseland, 
Sask., and Major, Sask., where they lived for thirty 
five years. He also ran a hardware store in Major. The 
eldest of their children, Margery, died at the age of 
ten. Sadie, became a teacher, then married Charlie 
Adams, a farmer at Major. They had four children, 
Mary, Tom, Charles Jr., and Sadie Ann. Sadie died 
when Sadie Ann was born, so James and Annie raised 
her; the third child, a son, Jarleth, spent four years in 
the army and was overseas in the First World War. He 
was also an agent for the Beaver Lumber Co. and 
married a girl from Burr, Sask., they had four chil
dren, all living in Alberta. Jarleth died many years 
ago, and his widow, Ruth, lives in Winnipeg. Doro
thy Wilson was a nurse on the staff of the Regina 
General Hospital for 20 years. She then married 
James Lillie, and they moved to Vancouver, B.C. 
where they lived until their death. Dorothy's in De
cember, 1968, and Jim a short time later. William 
Wilson was a farmer and married Frances Howe, a 
school teacher from Unity, Sask. They had one 
daughter, Joan, who is nursing in Edmonton. Both 
Bill and Frances have passed away. Muriel Wilson 
was also a teacher, and married Wesley Edmonds of 
Major, Sask. They went as missionaries to the Phil
lipines, and had five children, two of whom went to 
school in Los Angeles during the war, while the 
others with their parents were interned in a Japanese 
Concentration Camp in Manila for three and a half 



years. Wesley is deceased, and Muriel lives in Lon
don, Ont. Four of her children live in Ontario and 
the other one in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Ila Wilson 
worked in the post office and a store in Major, Sask., 
before she married Walter Teeling, a C.P.R. station 
agent at Fusilier, Sask. - later they lived in De 
Winton and Stettler, Alberta, where Walter died in 
1950. They had one son, Jim, a high school teacher in 
Red Deer, Alberta. He married a De Winton girl and 
they have three sons. Ila moved to Calgary and later 
became Mrs. Hart and had one son, Dennis, who 
married a Moose Jaw girl and have two children, a 
boy and a girl- Ila also adopted a son, Garth, who 
married a Calgary girl, and they live there. Edgar 
Wilson married a Regina girl, and they lived in 
Regina, and Prince Albert in Sask., and Edmonton, 
where they now live. They have four children; Doro
thy, husband and one daughter live in Calgary; Earl, 
wife Florence and four children live in Vancouver; 
Gloria, husband and four children live in Calgary; 
Patricia and her husband and two children live in 
Calgary, also; John Wilson became a Master Me
chanic and trained men at Camp Shilo during the 
Second World War. He married a girl from Fusilier, 
Sask., and they have five children, and live in Toron
to, where he worked for the C.N.R. until retirement; 
Ray Wilson was an agent for the Beaver Lumber Co. 
and married a girl from White Court, Alberta. They 
have four children - three sons, two of whom are 
with the R.C.M.P., the other the Government of 
Alberta. He has one daughter; Ethel Wilson died in 
Major, Sask., at the age of six; Winnie Wilson was 
born in December, 1916 and became a nurse. She 
married a Flight Lieutenant during the Second World 
War, and they had one daughter, Eileen Atkinson, 
who with her husband, Rick, and two young daugh
ters live in West Hill, Ont. Winnie was divorced from 
her first husband, Andy Anderson, and later married 
Art Middleton, but he died about two years later, 
Winnie moved to London, Ont., where she nursed 
for a time, until she became ill with cancer and went 
to live with her daughter, where she was when she 
died in the spring of 1972. 

James Wilson died in 1944, and Annie went to 
live in Vancouver, where she died many years later. 

Robert Wilson who was born in 1882 in Mitchell, 
Ont., came to the Birdtail Valley when he was twelve 
years old. He farmed the north quarter of section 
6-21-24 until 1929. In 1907 he married Grace Craig of 
Birdtail, who was born in Michigan, in 1885, and 
moved around with her family in Ontario, Michigan, 
California and Vancouver before they came to Bird
tail. Bob and Grace moved to Saskatoon, Sask., in 
1929, where Bob worked for the Hudson's Bay Co., 
for fourteen years, then for Otis-Fensom for four 
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years, when he had to retire on account of ill health. 
They had four children, Eric, born November sixth, 
1907, who remained with the Hustons when the 
family moved to Saskatoon, but later went to Detroit 
where he took a night course at Wayne University, 
while working days. He was Head Engine Tester for 
an Airplane firm through the war years. After the war 
he went to General Motors where he remained until 
his retirement in 1972. He married Margaret Gray on 
August 21, 1948, and they have one son, Bob, who 
works in Detroit. After Eric retired he built a country 
home near Alger, Michigan, where he and Margaret 
now live. Bob spent three years in the U.S. Navy on 
the Carrier Saratoga. He is single. 

Gerald Wilson was born July 4, 1911. When the 
family moved to Saskatoon, he worked as a second 
cook on the C.N.R. while they were building the line 
from Crooked River through Reserve Junction to 
Hudson Bay, Sask. He married Martha Hersikorn of 
Saskatoon in 1931, and had one daughter, Jeanette, 
who is married to Rollin Showalter in Calgary and 
they have five children; John of Calgary, Debbie, a 
teacher of handicapped children, Linda Flury (a re
cent bride), David, and Michael at home. Gerald was 
in the Reserve Army in Saskatoon, and when war was 
declared, he was called up. He was with the Lord 
Strathcona Horse Regiment, a tank regiment, and 
was stationed in Ontario, and Debert, N.S. before 
going overseas in 1942. While in training in Wales 
he contracted Rheumatic Fever, so never saw action, 
as he was sent home after a year over there and given 
an honorable discharge. He worked in Saskatoon for 
a time, then moved with his wife and daughter to 
Calgary. After some years there, he and Martha went 
to Nelson, B.C. where they spent ten years, then 
moved back to Calgary, where he died in 1975, Nov. 
18, after three or four heart attacks. 

Grace Wilson born Oct. 16, 1915, attended high
school and Normal School in Saskatoon, and went to 
teach at Weekes, Sask., where she met and married a 
farmer, Richard Ford, in 1937. They had three sons; 
Grant, Garth, and Garry. After a tragic fire when 
Dick's mother and fifteen year old sister died, in 
March 1941, Grace and Dick and boys moved to 
Saskatoon, where Dick has been driving a City Tran
sit bus for thirty-seven years. Their oldest son, 
Grant, born in 1937, is an Electrical foreman with 
Newbery Energy in Saskatoon. He is married to 
Rochelle Murdoch of Hudson Bay, Sask., and they 
have one daughter, Janell, who is in grade 12, and 
plays the clarinet in the Collegiate's Senior Band. 
Garth Ford, born 1938, graduated from the Univer
sity of Saskatchewan in 1960 as a Chemical Engineer. 
The same year he married Donna Brooks of Saska
toon, and in November of that year, he got his first job 



with Alcan, in Alma, Que. (on the Saguenay River), 
where they spent four years and where their first two 
children were born, Cathy, born in Jan., 1961, and 
Richard born in Jan. 1962. He then spent eight years 
in Kitimat, B.C. where Brian was born, Aug. 31, 
1965. The family moved to Calgary in 1972 where 
Garth had taken a position with Western Co-opera
tive Fertilizers, where he now is manager of the 
Nitrogen Division. Cathy and Richard are attending 
the University of Calgary, and Brian is in Senior 
High School. Garry Ford, born May 1941, became 
deaf when he was about 18 months old, after a couple 
of accidents, and attended the school for the Deaf in 
Saskatoon for twelve years. He married a deaf girl, 
Cora Ursel, of Saskatoon, and they have two hearing 
daughters; Camilla, who is 12 years old and plays the 
clarinet in her school band, and Corissa who is 10 and 
quite a Highland Dancer, and plays the flute in her 
class band. They all live in Saskatoon, where Garry 
works as a painter in an Auto Body Shop. 

Oren Wilson, born June 15, 1919, worked for 
Bowman Bros., an Automotive Co., after leaving 
high school. While in school, he and some of his 
friends formed an Old-Time Orchestra. He played 
the fiddle and saxophone, and they played at dances 
in many small communities around Saskatoon, and 
during the war in a service centre for the forces. As 
he was ineligible for service he played in the Navy 
Band during the war. 

In 1940 he married Audrey Devitt of Saskatoon, 
and they had two sons; Don, who is a manager of 
Jantzen Ltd., Fox, Sask., married Nancy Gebhard of 
Liberty, Sask., and they have two daughters, Lori 
and Jana, who both play the organ; Bob, who married 
Becky Roesler, and they are living in Kitchener, 
Ont., while Bob is attending University of Waterloo, 
studying optometry. Oren eventually set up his own 
Automotive business, which prospered, but in 1973 
tragedy struck and Audrey died of cancer. In 1976 
Oren ran for City Alderman in his ward and won, 
then was re-elected for a second term in 1979. 

Robert Wilson, Sr., passed away in 1959, and 
Grace Sr. who was very sharp and alert, and still 
crocheting, until shortly before her death at the age of 
93 in 1978. 

Mary Ann and William's youngest child, Jessie, 
was born April 16, 1887 in Mitchell, Ont. and in 1915 
married William Young of Seeburn, Manitoba, neph
ew of Alexander, and they farmed south of An
gusville for many years until they retired to 
Winnipeg. They raised seven children; Wilda born 
April 8, 1916, who married Ernest Milburn in 1968. 
They have no children, and live in Winnipeg; Allan, 
born July 31, 1917, married Winnifred Judd of 
Tilston, Man., and they had three girls. Penny Up-
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land of Kenora, Ont., Patricia Wright, of Owen 
Sound, Ont., and Wendy at home in Kenora, Ont. 
Allan passed away August 5, 1980; Murray Young, 
born August 6, 1920, married Dorothy Falconer of 
Winnipeg and moved to Cranbrook, B.C. where he 
died February 18, 1968. They had one daughter, 
Karen who has two sons and twin grandsons, and a 
son Bruce at home in Cranbrook; Keith Young, born 
August 26, 1922, married Janet McDonald and they 
live in Vancouver. They have one son at home and 
one daughter, Ainslie Miller who has one daughter, 
also, Allan, Murray and Keith served overseas dur
ing the Second World War. Garth Young, born July 3, 
1924, is single and lives with Wilda and Ernie in 
Winnipeg; Gordon Young was born November 24, 
1927, never married, and died April 4, 1971; Willis 
Young was born May 24, 1928, and when quite 
young went to Rossburn to live with his aunt Sarah 
Young. He later joined his family in Winnipeg and 
married Anette Sayers. They have one son, David. 

Jessie Young died September 16, 1962, and 
Wiliam on October 30, 1967. 

By (Mrs.) Grace E. Ford 

Wladyka 
Anton Wladyka was born May 24, 1888 in the 

village of Silats, located in the province of Stanislaw. 
There he resided through his youth and then, leaving 
his parents and four sisters, he, along with other 
friends, departed Western Ukraine and came to Can
ada in 1907, arriving at Halifax. 

From Halifax, Anthony travelled to the Western 
Prairies, where he was employed by farmers at vari
ous locations in Alberta and southern Manitoba. He 
came to the Ruthenia district and was employed on 
the farm by Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Wladyka. He was 
working for Joseph Wladyka, breaking land with 
oxen, until he married their daughter Annie in 1912, 
at Ruthenia Ukrainian Catholic Church. They con
tinued to work together until Anton purchased some 
land of his own, SE 22-21-25, and he and his wife 
settled there. They continued their hardships, earn
ing a living and paying for the land. 

During their lifetime on the farm, Anton and 
Annie were blessed with eight children - five boys 
and three girls as follows: 

The eldest, Michael, who married Elsie Grav
inski, had farmed on the homestead and they have 
four children. Mike and Elsie have retired and now 
reside in Rossburn, Manitoba. 

Joseph, who married Helen Korolyk, had six 
children. Four children are living and two died in 
infancy. Joseph and Helen now reside in Hamilton, 
Ontario. 



William, who married Annie Nychuk, has one 
daughter. William and Annie reside in Rossburn. 

Dora married Harry Verbowski and they have 
three children. Harry and Dora reside in Rossburn. 

Irene, married to Peter Drosdoski, has two 
daughters. Peter and Irene reside in Winnipeg. 

Peter is married to Frances Tanasychuk and they 
are presently farming in the Rossburn District. 

Lena, who is married to Michael Tanasychuk, 
has four children. Michael and Lena reside in 
Rossburn, Manitoba. 

Nicholas, deceased at age seven in 1937, rests in 
Ruthenia Parish Cemetery. 

In 1946, Anton and Annie Wladyka retired from 
farming and moved to Rossburn. 

Anton was predeceased by his wife Annie on 
February 3, 1971. He lived among his children until 
he moved to Sandy Lake Nursing Home in 1976, 
where he lived until his death on September 20, 
1978. 

By faith, Anton and Annie Wladyka were mem
bers of the Ukrainian Catholic Church and are now 
resting in the Parish Cemetery at Rossburn, Man
itoba. 

Wohmyk 
Mike and Olga Wolanyk arrived in Rossburn 

from Hafford, Saskatchewan, on April 26, 1944, the 
day their daughter Eunice was nine months old. Their 
son Michael was born a year later, on April 27 , 1945. 
They had taken over the dairy business from Joseph 
Peden - buying his farm on the western outskirts of 
the village, and occupying the house located at the 
end of Victoria Avenue, west. 

From 1944 to 1952, the milk was delivered from 
house to house, starting in 1944 at 3¢ per pint and 5¢ 
per quart, and increasing gradually to 18¢ a quart. 
From 1952 on, the milk was sold in cans to Shoal 
Lake creamery, where it was processed, brought 
back to Rossburn and the pasteurized product deliv
ered from house to house. 

In 1959, an adjacent farm was purchased from 
William Elvers. Mr. Wolanyk developed a small but 
high quality Holstein dairy herd, using artificial in
semination and experimented with cross-breeding 
Brown Swiss. 

In April, 1964, the cattle and outbuildings were 
auctioned off. It is worthy of note that the present day 
dairy herds in the Rossburn district, which are an 
integral part of the thriving local cheese industry, are 
descended in part from the Wolanyk herd. In 1970 
the house was sold to Peter Matyshyn, and presently 
Mr. and Mrs. George Berezanski reside there. Mr. 
Wolanyk then came to Winnipeg to look after the 
laundromat, The Ole Wash Tub, owned by his daugh-
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ter and son-in-law, which he did for seven years, but 
he is now retired. 

The Rossburn Village acquired a portion of the 
land for the location of the sewage lagoon, and the 
balance was sold to Ed Kreshewski in 1979. 

Eunice, on completing her high school at 
Rossburn and Sacred Heart Academy at Yorkton, 
Saskatchewan, took employment with Great West 
Life in Winnipeg in 1961, where she remained for 
five years. In May, 1966, she married Raymond 
Wlock, formerly of Fenwood, Saskatchewan. They 
now have three children - Denise, Peter and Louise 
and they reside in Winnipeg. 

Michael completed his high school in 1963 in 
Winnipeg. In 1969 he graduated with Honours from 
the University of Manitoba with a Bachelor of Sci
ence Degree in Agriculture, majoring in Economics. 
In July, 1967, he married Caroline Hodwitz of 
Thunder Bay, Ontario, and they have two children
Michael James and Laura, and reside in Winnipeg. In 
1975 they started a construction business, Wolanco 
Ltd. 

Olga pioneered adult education by completing 
her high school by correspondence in 1961, and 
going on to successfully complete a Business Ma
chines Course at M.T.!. in Winnipeg in 1962. She 
began a new career as an Accounting Clerk, and 
retired in 1978. 

Even though Mike Wolanyk was not one of those 
who pioneered Canada at the beginning of the 20th 
century, nevertheless he endured many hardships, 
since he arrived here from the Ukraine in 1929, at the 
beginning of the Great Depression and the Dirty 
Thirties on the prairies. His first winter in Canada 
was spent in a granary with no flooring, and with a 
wood heater to provide some warmth. He earned $35 
for clearing bush for a couple of farmers. Later he 
rode the freight trains and took employment when
ever and wherever it was available - farm labor, 
logging camps, construction, etc., never accepting a 
cent of "relief." Briefly he had settled in Hafford, 
Saskatchewan where he married Olga Hunchak in 
1942. 

Wonitoway 
Harasym Opleta Vel Wonitoway (who lived to be 

a centenarian) and perhaps a few years more (108 
years old), was born in the selo or village of 
Rashtiwci, powit or region Skalat in the western 
Ukraine in 1842. In 1878 he married Maryia Yaskiw 
who was born in 1863 in the same village. In those 
days your parents chose your mate and this marriage 
presumably was arranged in this way. The marriage 
ceremony lasted for a week. The houses in the village 
were close together and Harasym's parents were for-



Harasym and Maria Opleta Wonitoway. (1919) 

tunate to own a few hectares of land, thus making it 
possible to put on a ceremonial wedding which lasted 
from three days to a week. 

Perhaps people wonder why Harasym's surname 
was Opleta and his son's went under the Wonitoway 
name. Apparently his parents had the long Austrian 
name with the Vel included. When they boarded the 
ship, it seemed like a very long name. Harasym 
decided to keep the first part of the name and his sons 
wanted the last name. So we have one true, dedicated 
family with two different surnames. 

The journey to Canada took about three weeks 
and the immigration ship arrived in 1906. They 
homesteaded and settled north-east of Rossburn in 
the Mohyla district on the NE 2-21-24 on July 7, 
1906. 

Michael Wonitoway and Kornel Chopp came a 
year earlier to see how things were in Canada. The 
following year Harasym, Maryia, Olive (Olha), Al
exander, and John came too, because Kornel and 
Michael wrote and said Canada had big, wide open 
spaces in which to live and prosper. 

Grandpa Harasym, as we called him, was a shan
dar or policeman by trade. The discipline was so 
strict that if anyone did not behave he just slashed his 

414 

whip with a leather tipped tongue and any prankster 
who tried any tricks was put to order in quick fash
ion. He also farmed and had orchards or fruit trees 
an9 grew wheat, millet, oats and Konopli, or hemp, 
(for making cloth). 

His wife, Maryia was a very clever and ambitious 
woman. She travelled many miles serving as mid
wife and there are many neighbours' children and 
grandchildren living to this day who were delivered 
by her. Besides this she acted as nurse, curing many 
ailments and sore muscles. She did beautiful weaving 
and spinning and made all the family's mitts, scarves 
and socks from her homespun wool. In the spring
time she trapped muskrats and knit mitts at the same 
time. Her cellar was filled to capacity with wild fruits 
which she picked and canned. Her upstairs had dried 
fruits, herbs and mushrooms that served as additives 
during the cold winter. She also dug seneca roots 
which she sold by the pound to buy necessities for 
her family. 

They were blessed with four children; Olive 
(Olha), Michael, Alexander and John. Two children 
died in infancy. 

Olive, the oldest and only daughter married 
Kornel Chopp in the early 1900's. Their three chil
dren were; Nick, Natalie and Andrew. Nick married 

Michael Wonitoway, Ksenia and daughter Gene. (1910) 



Phyllis Klymkiw, a school teacher. Their daughter, 
Lesia teaches school, too. Nick farmed and had a 
pool room. Natalie and husband, Bill Shermeta 
farmed. They had one son, Terry. 

Andrew, their youngest son married Mabel Se
manuik and they have one daughter, Betty. Andrew 
farmed and worked in the Sudbury nickel mines and 
lives there now. 

Michael, Harasym's oldest son attended Univer
sity in the Ukraine and could speak seven languages. 
They were Ukrainian, English, Russian, Polish, Ger
man, French and Jewish. He taught school at Mohyla 
and later became an elevator agent at Valley River. He 
married Ksenia Greskow from the Ukraine and they 
had two children, a girl, Gene, and a son, Boris. 

Gene married Jack Campbell and has one daugh
ter, Lydia. Jack Campbell founded the Red Lake gold 
mines and Grandma Gene still lives there, and has 
shares in this mine. Gene has collected hundreds of 
pairs of salt and pepper shakers. Boris, their son, 
served in the army and operated a fleet of boats for 
the Marines at Red Lake. His wife, Millie, lives there 
also. 

Alexander, (Alex) Harasym's second son, was 
born in the Ukraine and was ten years old when he 
came to Canada. He attended school in the Ukraine, 
but learned to read and write in English in Canada 
with his brother Michael's help. He served in the 
army for three months. In 1919 on February 6th, he 
married Anna Naherniak at the Pete's Lake United 
Church. Her dowry was a beautiful team of bay 
horses called Billy and Baker. Anna as a young girl 
was a very capable horseback rider. She was a very 
good seamstress and cook. She loved farm animals 
and milked cows and kept great flocks of poultry. 

Anna Wonitoway with Leonard, Alexander Wonitoway with 
Muriel. Photo taken in 1923. 
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Alex farmed the homestead land of his father for 
twenty-five years. In 1944 he moved to the Birtle 
Municipality and settled on the NW 33-18-26. Alex 
and Anna were blessed with six children; Muriel, 
Leonard, Olive, Eugenia, Nydia and Zane. 

Muriel, the oldest daughter married William Si
lewich. She lives in Rossburn. Their three children 
are Sonja, George and Allan. Sonja is a teacher. 
George and wife, Barbara Maudsley sell furniture 
and antiques in Moosomin. Allan works in the north. 

Muriel, a dressmaker and artist recalls her first 
days at school. She wore a pink organdie dress with a 
hat to match, red shoes and a wine coat. Leonard 
wore a brown suit with short pants. Anna made these 
with material which Grandma Maryia purchased 
with money obtained by digging seneca roots. Alex 
drove them to school in a democrat. When he was 
busy Grandpa Harasym walked them to school as the 
trails were very narrow and they were afraid of get
ting lost. William, her husband owned and operated a 
garage in Rossburn. He sold furniture, and antiques. 

Leonard, Alex's oldest son married Mary Bar
nesky. Their children were Larry, Johnny and Sherry. 
Larry, an electrician, married Pauline Yakimchuk 
and their children are Linda and Lisa. Johnny mar
ried Eleanor Johnson and they and daughter Joel, live 
on a farm. Sherry and Barry Prigge and daughter, 
Crystal live in B.C. Leonard worked at the Sudbury 
nickel mines for fourteen years. He farmed on Alex's 
farms, south of Angusville with his brother Zane. He 
is presently recovering from a stroke he had while 
remodelling his son, Larry's home at Fort McMur
ray, Alberta. He has recovered very well and lives at 
the farm home with his mother, Anna. 

Olive married Matt Semanuik and their children 
are Lydia, Leonard and Bob (twin boys), Glen, Eliz
abeth and Kelly. Lydia, a teacher married Allan 
Stainer, a farmer and they have one son, Mark. 
Leonard, an artist and mine foreman at Lynn Lake, 
married Shirley Gunn, a secretary, and they have two 
sons, Zane and Glynnis. Bob an IHC salesman and 
district man for heavy equipment married Claudia 
Doran, a home-ecomomist teacher. Glen, an electri
cian, married Diane McLean, an accountant. Eliz
abeth is a secretary for the Brandon Police. Kelly is 
studying for a hairdresser. Matt and Olive farmed, 
later moving to Foxwarren and working at the school. 
Olive, named after Auntie Chopp, has a great sense 
of humor and is a very likeable person. She is noted 
for her fancy cross stitch embroidery and her lovely 
flower and vegetable gardens. Matt and Olive have a 
wonderful family and they are highly respected by 
everyone of them. 

Eugenia married Mike Pawluk and their children 
are; Penny, Harold and Kimberly. Penny, a teacher of 



nurses, married Bruce Douglas, a T. V. technician. 
Harold is a farmer. Kimberly, a dental hygienist, 
works in Edmonton. Eugenia taught school at Colon
say, Mohyla, and Clarke. Mike and Eugenia farmed 
north-east of Rossburn. They now live in Rossbum 
and travel a great deal. 

Nydia, Alex's youngest daughter, married Peter 
Kostuik and their children are Petra and Lesia. Peter 
and Nydia farm the Seebach farms south of An
gusville. The Seebachs were one of the first settlers to 
settle in the (Seeburn) Silver Creek area in 1882. 
Nydia taught school at Seeburn and Angusville, and 
has written this family history for you to read (with 
the help of her mother and family). Petra teaches 
swimming - both her and Lesia attend Russell High 
School. 

Zane, the youngest son of Alex's family, married 
Barbara Mitchell and their children are Dianna and 
Roberta. Dianna is studying at Brandon College. 
Roberta, a swimming teacher and secretary married 
Pat Michalchuk and they farm north west of Russell. 
Zane farms the homestead farms of his father south of 
Angusville and has been working for the Manitoba 
Housing and Renewal Corporation for nine years. 
Barbara is a swimming teacher and testing instructor. 

John, the youngest son of Harasym and Maryia 
was five years old when they came to Canada. John 
married Mary Kaschak of Valley River in 1928. They 
had six children Natalia, Peter, Melvin, Vladimir, 
Nadine and John Jr. John and Mary farmed in Valley 
River for six years. In 1936 their low-land farm 
flooded completely. Losing their crop, chickens and 
all, they were forced to move. John worked for 
Boughen Nurseries in Valley River for six years. In 
1942 the family moved to Flin Flon and John worked 
for the Hudson Bay Mining and Smelting Company. 
His wife, Mary, lives in a Senior Citizens' Home in 
Winnipeg. The oldest daughter Natalia, married 
Lome Wallace and their children are Stephen, Eric 
and Kathy. Oldest son, Peter, married Margaret Dup
pleci and their three children are Nadine, Peter and 
Michael. Second son, Melvin, married Margaret 
Green and their children are Brian, Donna and Kath
erine. Third son, Vladimir, married Anne CUipka. 
They live near Dauphin and have one son Jim. 
Youngest daughter, Nadine, married George Sroese 
and their children are Richard, Teresa, Shelley and 
Patricia. Their youngest son was John Jr. 

The Wonitoway family has always been a very 
close dedicated loving family respecting their par
ents immensely. Every Christmas Eve it was a 
custom to take the grandparents their supper. The 
Alex Wonitoway family still has a family reunion 
every Christmas Eve with traditional foods. All of us 
can speak, read and write in Ukrainian. The hall 
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where we ate lunch after the Pete's Lake Church 
picnic is presently the new Ivan Franko Cultural 
Centre in Rossburn where the Ukrainian customs and 
cultures, dancing, etc. still goes on. 

Alex, who spent much of his time hunting, had an 
old 1948 elk only licence which shows where and 
when he killed the game. This reminds me of an 
incident when he killed game another time. Alex was 
driving home after killing game. He was taking them 
home in his sleigh to his farm when the ranger drove 
by. "What have you got in the sleigh box?" he asked. 
Alex replied, ''I'm just taking home some tables." 
(Legs were showing.) The ranger laughed and disap
peared as it was dark. Alex also killed an angry 
Mother Bear who woke up when he was cutting 
posts. He brought her home, sold the fur and all 
evidence was gone. Rangers weren't as strict as they 
are now as they knew people had to live and survive. 

We are proud to be members of the Wonitoway 
family. 

Wowk 
Dmytro, son of Matvi and Rozuna (Nukuferyk) 

was born Nov. 7, 1884 in the village of Zawalie 
Sniatyn, Halychyna, Western Ukraine or known as 
Galacia, a part of Ukraine that was then within the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire. 

The progress and success made by the Ukrainian 
settlers that arrived earlier to Canada, was encour
agement for those back in the old country, who were 
very much excited and interested in the life of their 
native brethren, who went across the ocean to won
drous Canada. And so thought my dad like all immi
grants, to challenge a new way of life from his native 
land. 

In May 1903, at the age of 19, he arrived in 
Winnipeg, at that time the city was the Colonization 
Centre of Western Canada. 

Penniless, four days without food, he was fortu
nate to get employment shortly upon his arrival at the 
C.P.R. extra gang and worked between Winnipeg 
and Portage la Prairie, Manitoba. 

He worked here for almost a year, when unload
ing gravel, he slipped under the moving wheels of the 
train, losing his right leg. The C.P.R. gang collected 
money and helped pay for his artificial limb. 

In 1904, the Conservative Government under the 
leadership of Premier Roblin, established a school 
for educating teachers, under the name of Ruthenian 
Training School, which then was located on Minto 
Street, in Winnipeg. In the same year they had 
printed bilingual (Ukrainian, English) text books. 
Thirty two Ukrainian boys were accepted. The teach
ers of this Seminar were, Mr. Makohin, Mr. Pyrch, 
and Mr. Kressy as principal. 



Dad was a student of this Seminar for three years. 
In the year of 1907 they were the first bilingual 
teachers and Dmytro was one of them. The first 
Ruthenian Teachers' Convention was held on July 5, 
1907. 

The first school he taught was Ruska Rawa 
(Rossburn District) where he taught for four years. 

He stayed at Frank Zimmermans and George 
Lazaruks where he travelled by foot for two years. 
He then invested in a horse and buggy for easier 
transportation. 

On Feb. 13, 1910, Dmytro married his student, 
who attended English school for only one year, War
wara Prosyk at the Ukrainian Orthodox Independent 
Church (Panas's farm) in the Rossman Lake area. 
Their marriage was officiated by Rev. Hutnekevich. 

Warwara born Nov. 1, 1894 was the daughter of 
Wasyl and Nastia (Hrychuch) Prosyk (see details of 
Wasyl Prosyk history). She had resided with her 
parents in the Marco district. By late fall of Nov. 5, 
1910, their first child, Helen, was born. 

After marriage dad and mom lived with grandpa 
and grandma Prosyk for over a year. 

The following year dad taught in his second 
school Zaporoza for one year. 

In the summer of July, 1911, my uncle Michael 
(dad's brother) born Nov. 1, 1894, came to Canada, at 
the age of twenty-one, to the residence of mom's 
brother's, Nestor Prosyk at Marco. Micheal worked 
there one year. 

In 1912 Dmytro and Warwara purchased a quarter 
section S.E. 9-19-23 from Ormiston in the Oakburn 
district, Rossburn Municipality, and an adjoining 
S.W. quarter from Alex Klymkiw. 

Uncle continued working out for the next two 
years, to help dad financially pay for the land. He 
worked for a farmer named Murray in the Hamiota 
district, and was also employed by C.P.R. railroad, 
as a section man, in the Shoal Lake area en route to 
Saskatchewan. 

Logs were cut during the winter months in the 
Reserve, and the following year the two brothers 
built a three room log house on the S .E. quarter. 
Wasyl Hnatiw and Stan Stashkewich were the main 
carpenters. Most of the help was volunteer labour, 
and worked for room and board. Grandpa gifted the 
family with a cow. 

The same year, 1913, dad and uncle decided to 
bring the rest of the family from the Ukraine. Their 
parents, Matvi born 1846, Rozuna born 1853, three 
sisters, Maria who was already married to Eliah 
Odynski, Dokia, Youstuna, and Maria's one year old 
son John. Four sisters Katrycia, Maria, Anna, So
phia and two brothers Ivan and Nykola predeceased 
in the old country. 
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Wowk family as seen in 1910 or 1911. Taken in Ukraine before 
coming to Canada. Back Row, Left to Right: Grandpa Matvi, 
Eliah Odynsky, Mike Wowk, Nukuferyk. Front Row: Youstuna, 
Grandma Rozuna, Maria, Dokia, and little boy Dmytro Nuker
ferok. 

The same year, Dmytro had to give up a quarter 
section of land S.W. 9-19-23, which he had pur
chased from Klymkiw. However he was fortunate as 
Mr. Klyrnkiw was a kind man and gave his payments 
back. 

Dad taught at Rodgers in the Oakburn-Seech 
district, where he travelled from home or at times 
stayed at Paul Ditz's. (St. John Kant, later rebuilt and 
named King George in the Oakburn district.) 

Left to Right: Dmytro Wowk and wife Warwara, Mike Wowk, 
Dmytro Hrychyk as seen in 1915. 



On March 17, 1914, their second daughter Stella 
was born. 

By 1915 they had owned another horse, plough, 
and a team of oxen. Dad recalled that it was hilarious 
to see a horse hitched along side a team of oxen to a 
plough. The horse, was always cautious ofthe oxen's 
horns sticking straight out. The horse made sure he 
was far out of reach of the oxen's horns. 

Uncle Micheal toiled more land with the help of 
my mother, while my father, with his disabled leg, 
helped after school hours. 

First they sowed oats for their own use, and in 
later years, barley and wheat was sowed and sold in 
the local Grain Growers Elevator in Oakburn. Buck
wheat was also sowed for their own use, and cleaned 
and crushed by Seman Kolody, who owned a crusher 
and a fanning mill in Oakburn. 

In 1916 dad along with mom and my sisters Helen 
and Stella moved to a school house, where he taught 
at Keld, in the Sifton district, and Lemberg in the 
Dauphin district. 

Uncle Micheal and the rest of the family re
mained on the farm. 

The family lived together under one roof for five 
years. 

By the fall of August 25, 1917, their only son 
Walter was born. Mom gets teased by our family, 
when Walter was only a few weeks old, mom was out 
stooking one day and left him by a stook. When she 
went to check on him, she could not find which stook 
she had left him by. After a worrisome period of 
time, she finally heard a faint whimper. 

In 1918 uncle Micheal and dad built their parents 
a house on dad's farm, where they resided. 

Dad was the first teacher to teach in King George 
school, four miles north of Oakburn, which was built 
in 1918. He was also one of the first trustees of this 
school. Dad's last school was Chmelnycki, but he 
did not teach a full term. 

As time went on, the teachers were required to 
improve their education. Dad could not afford the up 
grading because of financial problems. 

On Feb. 10, 1920, my sister Elsie was born. 
My family remained farming until 1923. Dad and 

my uncle Micheal left to work at Oshawa, Ont., 
leaving my mother, family, and my grandparents on 
the farm. 

Mom looked after chores, worked the land dur
ing the summer months and took care of their four 
children. I recall that she had her ways to make the 
children behave. A large Icon of St. Nickolos, which 
hung on our dining room wall was a constant re
minder to behave ourselves, when she was out of the 
house, or else St. Nick would squeal on us. 

Although knowing very little English, mom oc-
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cupied most of her spare time reading in Ukrainian to 
her children, bringing them up in a religious manner 
and telling them folk tales. Church was one of the 
main parts of our lives. Like my mother would say. 
"The people could not live without church, just as 
fish cannot live without water. " 

In the early '20's she was a subscriber of a news
paper from the Ukraine. One was "Zhenocha Dol
ya" and the other was "Robitnutsya." 

She wrote to O. Kisilewska the author and pub
lisher of "Zhenocha Dolya", asking her to give a 
name for a Ukrainian Women's Organization, that 
was about to be organized. In reply to her letter she 
suggested to give the name of Natalia Kobrenska 
(who was a Ukrainian Poetess). 

The Ukrainian Women's Association was 
organized in the early 30's under the name of Natalia 
Kobrenska, and mom was the first president. Later in 
the 40's the organization was changed under the 
name of Lesia Ukrainka, which presently goes under 
the same name. 

Going back to Oshawa, my dad worked on the 
pipelines, and in the evenings he taught Ukrainian 
school. Uncle Micheal was employed as ajanitor and 
obtained another job hauling ice. They worked here a 
year and returned home. 

Grandpa Matvi passed away in 1924 at the age of 
78, and Grandma Rozuna in 1927 at the age of 74. 
Their remains are buried at St. Micheal's Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Cemetery at Olha, Manitoba. 

Dad also worked in Detroit, Mich., U.S.A. at a 
Dodge plant. 

By 1932, the members of Vista decided to build a 
Holy Trinity Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church. 
Both my parents and uncle Micheal along with other 
members helped to build this church and dad was the 
first president. 

On April 17, 1933, Myrtle was born. I was one of 
the first baptisms which was performed in this 
church. 

In 1935 uncle Micheal bought his own land for 
$1000.00, N.W. ''31-18-23 from the Provincial Gov
ernment in the Oakburn district. After living alone 
for three years, he was joined by his nephew, Walter 
and family. However after a short period of time, he 
moved back to live with us. 

During the Second World War 1942-1945, Dad 
worked at Fort William, Ont., as a time keeper at 
Canada Car. 

In 1945 Dad came home and farmed for the next 
five years, until my uncle Micheal passed away in 
1950, at the age of 60. Dad then rented his land to 
brother Walter. Uncle Micheal had six years of Ukrai
nian schooling in his native land. He did not go to 



English school in Canada, though he spoke the lan
guage fairly well. 

He was one of the members who helped build the 
Ukrainian National Home in Oakbum, they hauled 
the lumber from Peden's sawmill from the reserve 
(approximately 20 miles). He had the misfortune of 
losing a mare while hauling lumber. 

He loved taking parts in Ukrainian plays for 
thirteen years, which was one of the entertainments. 
Uncle Micheal was never married. He rests at St. 
Volodomyr's Ukrainian Greek Orthodox cemetery at 
Oakbum, Man. 

For my dad it was like losing his right arm when 
uncle Micheal passed away. He just could not adjust 
himself to losing him. The brothers lived together for 
thirty four years. 

In July, 1960, the family honoured dad and mom 
with a 50th Golden Wedding Anniversary at the 
Ukrainian National Home at Oakbum. The blessing 
ceremony took place at St. Volodomyr's Ukrainian 
Greek Orthodox church, with Rev. Kulish officiat
mg. 

Dmytro and Warwara Wowk's 50th Wedding Anniversary, 
1960. Left to Right: Stella Kukurudz, Myrtle Drul, Helen Pro
dan, Dmytro Wowk, Warwara Wowk, Nestor Prosyk, Walter 
Wowk, Elsie LeShon. 

Dad and mom were members of the Holy Trinity, 
Ukrainian Greek Orthodox church in Vista, and prior 
to this, their house was always open to religious 
services. Dad was a member of the Lesenko Associa
tion. He also directed plays for a total of twenty eight 
years. 

Mom was known for her parts in plays. She was a 
member of the Amature Dramatic Circle "Amatorski 
kryzhok" and her first part in a play was "Swatania 
Na Hanchariwtzi". Plays were presented in local 
areas such as, Oakbum, Ruthenia, Angusville, Vis
ta, Menzie, and Silver Beach, where she took part for 
thirty four years. 

Dad and mom lived on the farm until 1967 , when 
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they moved to reside in Shoal Lake. On Feb. 8, 1970 
a dinner was arranged at our house, where their 
children and grandchildren attended to celebrate 
their 60th wedding anniversary. 

Dmytro passed away April 1, 1972, at the age of 
88, and is resting at St. Volodomyr's Ukrainian 
Greek Orthodox cemetery in Oakbum, Man. 

Mom still does a lot of reading, and lives in the 
Senior Citizen Home, Morley House at Shoal Lake. 
She is 87. 

They had five children, sixteen grandchildren 
and twenty-five great-grandchildren. 

Helen - the oldest married Wasyl Prod an a 
farmer. They had four children. Their first born, died 
in infancy. Carol married Gordie Sears employed at 
White Bakery's. They have three children, Derek, 
Chalena and Laryn. They all reside in Scotland, Ont. 
Pat married Mel Cherewka, a mechanic at Browning 
Ferris Industries, they have four children, Heather, 
Trevor, Micheal and Rebecca. All reside in Strath
more, Alta. Micheal is employed at Small Aircraft, 
giving weather reports. He resides in Prince Rupert, 
B.C. 

Helen passed away in 1968 at the age of 58, and 
Wasyl in 1978, at the age of 71. Both remains are 
buried at St. Micheals Ukrainian Greek Orthodox 
Church, Mount Hope cemetery, Brantford, Ont. 

Stella married John Kukurudz, they farmed and 
owned a store at Marco, and reside in Brandon, Man. 
They had five children. 

Margaret passed away in infancy in 1935. Boris 
married Eileen Walters, is in partnership with 
Bradley's Sand and Gravel. They have four children. 
Ken married Michelle Adamski. Ken is taking a 
commerce course at the University of Manitoba. 
Robert and twins Shelly and Sherie. All reside in 
Brandon, Man. 

Walter married Winnifred Strong, he is a princi
pal of the High School at Pinawa, Man. They have 
two children, Joanne and Grant at home. 

Orest married Patricia Twerdun, he's a meat man
ager at a Tomboy Store in Winnipeg. They have two 
children, Carla and Bradley. 

Sylvia is a registered nurse, resides in Prince 
Rupert, B.C. and Pat Kreshiwsky married Murray 
Busby, his job is blasting dynamite. They live in 
Surrey, B.C. (see details on Kukurudz history). 

Walter married Anne Yarish they farmed, owned 
a store in Oakbum and were restaurant operators for 
years. Walter was also in earlier years a cattle buyer. 
They live in Winnipeg. There were two daughters, 
Aviva married Bill Tymchyshyn, employees of the 
Bank of Commerce. They have three children, Rob
bie, Jamie and Tannis of Winnipeg. 

Sonia married Morley Ragowski, they own the 



Hamilton Hotel in Neepawa with their family of 
three, Darren, Tessa and Sevan. 

Elsie married Wasyl Katerynuik, owned a Pool
room and resided in Fort William, Ont. They had one 
boy, Jerry Wowk, a Vietnam veteran. 

Wasyl passed away. 
Her second marriage was to Joseph LeShon, who 

was employed by Michigan Bell and he had a son 
Edward Jr. a carpenter, married Debbie, they reside, 
Texas U.S.A., with their two daughters, Stacy and 
Tiffany. Elsie is employed at Shwitzer's. She and 
Jerry live in Detroit, Mich., U.S.A. Joseph passed 
away in 1978 at the age of 61. His remains were 
brought over to Canada, and is resting at Holy Trans
figuration Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church ceme
tery, Menzie, Man. 

Myrtle - the youngest married Maurice Drul, a 
farmer in the Menzie district, and we owned the 
Avalon Theatre in Shoal Lake, Man. 

We had a son Leonard and daughter Tammy. Our 
son Leonard passed away in 1978 at the age of27. My 
husband, Maurice, in 1979, at the age of 48. Both are 
resting at the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Holy Trans
figuration Church cemetery in Menzie. 

I'm presently employed at McDonald's, and 
Tammy a grade eight student. We live in Brandon, 
Man. 

Many happy family reunions were held at our 
house. Today stands a book of happy memories. 

Our parents taught their children the spiritual 
religious holidays and festivities. Maurice and I tried 
to observe our traditions and culture, and pass them 
on to our children. We still celebrate according to the 
Julian Calendar. Our Christmas Eve feast of twelve 
meatless dishes, Jan. 6th, Christmas Day Jan. 7th, we 
bless our Easter baskets, observe our Lenten sea
sons, and celebrate Malanka (New Year's Eve) Jan. 
13th and New Year's Day on Jan. 14th and speak our 
native tongue. 

I'm proud to be a Ukrainian Canadian. 
A brief history of my dad's and uncle Micheal's 

sisters. 
Maria, married Eliah Odynski (in the Ukraine) 

they had six children. John, retired in Toronto. Mike 
owned a tobacco farm and married, they have a 
family of four. His wife passed away and Mike now 
lives in Aylmer, Onto Joseph passed away, Anne 
married Alex Sheero, they have four girls, Shirley, 
Rosalie, Lowana and Gail. They reside in Hamilton, 
Ont. Rose and Justina, were not married, they live in 
London, Ont., and a stepdaughter, Emily, resides in 
Chicago U.S.A. Both aunt Maria and uncle Eliah 
have passed away. 

Dokia married Dmytro Procak, they farmed in 
Olha with their four children. Nick married Helen 
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Sidor, he is employed by Park Board in Winnipeg. 
They had five children. 

Lesley employed by Hydro, lives in Toronto, 
Ontario. Janet married Clayton Cooper, who owns a 
cement mix. They have two children, Tanya and 
Christopher and reside in Langruth, Manitoba. Er
nie, a builder's director, resides in Saskatoon, Sas
katchewan. Mervin an accountant married Erica 
Whitt, Winnipeg, Manitoba. Marie a Manageress of 
Lake Grain Shippers and her son, Scott, live at home. 

Lena married Fred Posmituck. They operated a 
store in Olha and presently a Confection Stand at 
Rossman Lake and reside in Oakburn, Manitoba. 
Their three children, Sonia married Peter Derkach, 
both teachers in Wawanesa, Manitoba. Olia married 
Mel Belan farmer in Olha district with their son, 
Robert. Shirley married Bob Kimpinski an Insurance 
Salesman, their family are twins, Brenda and Laurie, 
Christopher and Michael. All reside in Shoal Lake, 
Manitoba. 

Sonia married Paul Chuchmuch and they farm in 
Angusville, Manitoba. They have no family. 

Mike the youngest, married Rose Harris. They 
owned a sawmill and have a family of five. 

Elizabeth, employed at Canadian Tire in Win
nipeg, Manitoba. Jim, David, Linda and Johnny, all 
at home in Oakburn, Manitoba. 

Aunt Dokia passed away in 1967 and Uncle 
Dmytro in 1971. Both are resting at St. Volodomyr's 
Ukrainian Greek Orthodox cemetery in Oakburn. 

Youstuna married Mike Beland; they operated a 
Service Station. They had a family of three. Sophie 
the oldest, married John Medwid. They owned a 
Service Station in St. Catharines, Ontario. They had 
three children. Eddie, their oldest, married Minnie 
Marshall. He is supervising for United Parcel Service 
and reside in Santa Ana, California, U.S.A. They 
have a family of four, Kevin, Cindy, Terry and Cher
yl. 

Pat married Roy Batrynchuk, a foreman at 
Ste1co, Ontario. They reside at Dundas, Ontario with 
their two sons, Todd and Jody. 

Michael, a teacher, married Lucy Arsanult. They 
live in Piengnirtung, N. W. T. 

Orest married Sophie Misurka. They operate a 
Gas Station in Niagara Falls, Ontario. They have two 
boys, Ronnie and Tommy. 

Walter, the youngest son, a welder, married June 
Burch. They reside in Anaheim, California, U.S.A. 
with their four children, Jimmy, Kenny, Vicky and 
Timmy. 

A fifth generation of the Wowk family was born 
recently - Scott Michael Kukurudz; father - Ken; 
grandfather - Boris; great grandparents - John and 



Stella (nee Wowk) Kukurudz; great, great grand
father (maternal side) Dmytro Wowk. 

Uncle Mike passed away in 1965 and rests at the 
Sacred Heart, St. Mary's Catholic Church, Victoria 
Lawn cemetery, St. Catharines, Ontario. 

Aunty Youstuna resides with her daughter, So
phie and John. 

I bow my head to my ancestors, for their cal
loused and blistered hands, healthy brains and warm 
hearts, that they made it possible to make Canada a 
better place for us to live in. To those who are resting, 
"Veechnaya Pamyat' , Eternal Remembrance. 

Contributed by Myrtle Drul 
daughter of Dmytro and Wawara Wowk 

WoychyshYlll 
Martchen and Victa Woychyshyn along with 

their son Matsko, his wife Yohashka and their three 
month old son, Mike, came from Pylatkivchi, 
Borshchiw, Ukraine. They came to Canada in search 
of a better life. 

They came to Rossburn Municipality in May, 
1899 and three weeks later moved to their homestead 
east of Rossburn (NW Y4 32-19-23). The weather was 
cold and wet and many children died. 

Their homestead was all bush so the first task was 
to clear some land and build a sod house. A garden 
patch was dug with a spade. They lived in the sod 
house for four years. 

Matsko went out working for nearby farmers and 
even went as far as Hamiota. With some of the money 
he earned he bought a hen, a rooster and a cow. The 
wages averaged fifteen dollars a month. 

Their next home was a log and plaster house. 
They lived in that one for fifteen years. By then they 
were able to buy a team of horses and this made land 
clearing easier. The grain was all sown by hand. 
When it was ripe it was cut with a scythe and threshed 
by hand. Some of the grain was fed to the livestock 
which by now consisted of several chickens, a cow 
and two horses. 

Mike, the oldest son, helped his father with the 
farm work. Olha School was built in 1907. Mike, 
seven years old, started school but all he was able to 
attend was a day or two a week as he was needed at 
home. The first teacher was Mr. Basarabovich. 

The rest of the children, all born in Canada, also 
attended Olha School. 

The eldest daughter, Anna, married John Yanick 
in 1917. They lived on John's homestead for many 
years. They then moved to a farm two miles east of 
Oakburn. Anna passed away in 1978. 

Matsko Woychyshyn died in the flu epidemic in 
1920. He was only fifty-one years old. Prior to that he 
was injured by a bull and never really recovered from 
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that. The flu epidemic lasted two years and many 
people died. 

In 1921, Mike married Anna Trakalo. They were 
married in Mohyla Church. The reception was held 
at the Trakalo home. About thirty to forty couples 
attended. They lived on the homestead until they 
moved to Prokip Hrysak's farm east of Vista. 

In 1920, Matsko's widow, Yohashka married 
Nicholas Chuckrey. 

In 1930, the second son, Peter, married Nicholas' 
daughter, Mary. They lived on the home place until 
they moved to Donald McDonald's farm east of Vis
ta. 

The second daughter, Rose, married John Szwa
luk. They still live on the farm west of Shoal Lake. 

The youngest daughter, Mary, married John 
Stebe1eski. They farmed in the King George School 
District until their retirement to Shoal Lake where 
they still live. 

A daughter Margaret, died in infancy. She is 
buried in the Oakburn Farms Roman Catholic ceme
tery along with her grandparents, Martchen and Vic
ta Woychyshyn. 

Michael Yalllyk 
Michael Yanyk (Mike Yanick) came to Canada 

with his parents, Saman and Tatiana Yanick, in May 
of 1899. They were one of eighty other families to 
arrive in Strathclair en route to their selected home
steads in Township 18, Range 23, north of Oakburn. 

A dreadful tragedy struck some of the families 
even before they reached Strathclair. This was Scarlet 
Fever. C. W. Speers, Immigration Agent, vividly 
described its effects, in his report. 

When the epidemic subsided, the families pro
ceeded to their new homes. Michael (Mike) Yanick 
was anxious to learn the Canadian way of farming 
and the English language. He went to work for an 
English farmer, John Black. Mike was a bright boy 
with some education from the old country. He soon 
learned to operate farm machinery and a fair amount 
of English. He was often called upon to act as inter
preter for the new settlers. When he became of age, 
he took his own homestead three miles north of 
Oakburn near King George School (SW Sec. 15, T. 
19, R. 23). 

In 1904, Michael married Magdalene Hrycak, 
daughter of Prokip and Anna Hrycak. They raised 
eight children, four sons - Alex, William, John and 
Melvin and four daughters - Maria, Anna, Mildred, 
and Jean. Two sons, John and Melvin, served in 
World War II (1938). 

The Yanick farm was in Oakburn district but 
Rossburn Municipality. Mike Yanick was very active 
in community life. In 1909 he became a councillor of 



Rossburn Municipality - probably the first Ukrai
nian in Manitoba to hold such a position. He was on 
the school board for many years. He also served on 
the committee for St. Michael's Church, Olha. Mike 
did a lot of campaigning for different candidates 
running for Parliament. He had many Ukrainian and 
English friends. One of his dearest friends was Bob 
Peden. They spent many days together at logging 
camp cutting logs and lumber. When Bob Peden 
died, Mike was one of his pallbearers. Mike wasn't 
the same man for a long time after Bob's death. He 
missed him so much. 

In 1928, Mike moved to Shoal Lake municipality 
one mile south of Oakburn. In 1937, he moved to 
Oakburn town. He served as town constable for 
many years. 

In 1955, the Yanick's celebrated their 50th Wed
ding Anniversary with all their children present as 
well as many friends. 

Mike spent many days helping build the Holy 
Eucharist Church in Oakburn. 

Mike died in June, 1962 at the age of eighty-one. 
His wife died in June, 1974 at the age of eighty-eight. 
Mike is remembered as a great man. Mrs. Yanick is 
remembered by children who called to see her on the 
way to school and received treats from her. 

Yarysh 
Zacharko Yarysh was born in 1884 to Nykola 

Yarysh and Anna Korman in the village of Karashin
sie, Hysatina, Western Ukraine. As there were seven 
children in the family, he was self-educated in the 
Ukrainian and Polish language and became a boot
maker and played the violin at a very early age. 

He arrived in Saint John, New Brunswick, Cana
da in 1907. He proceeded west to Winnipeg and 
sought employment at a meat packing plant in Sel
kirk. This type of work did not appeal to him so he 
got a job with a construction crew where it was 
necessary to have your own shovel. This implement 
he borrowed from a strange lady until he had the 
means to purchase his own. Without knowing the 
lady's house number, he returned her shovel to the 
house he recognized as hers and left her amazed at his 
honesty. 

A better paying job was offered Zacharko on the 
Grand Trunk Railway from Portage la Prairie to 
Wainwright, Alberta. He stayed in this line of work 
for two years; when laid off for twenty three weeks he 
came to stay with his brother Dmytro Yarysh who 
came to the Oakburn area in 1902. He returned to his 
C.P.R. labour at Sheho, Sask., for another five 
years. 

In 1914 he returned to Oakburn with $3000.00 to 
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his credit. He and Marcella Sitko, (daughter of Anton 
Sitko and Josephine Kuzyk) were married at the St. 
John Cantius Roman Catholic Church by Father 
Plochinski. He purchased Y4 N.E. Sec. 10-19-23 
where he cleared the forest and broke the land. Later 
he bought an adjacent Y4 S.E. 10-19-23 which he lost 
through fraud and depression. 

Zacharko was a popular violinist at weddings and 
socials. He dearly enjoyed going carolling at people's 
houses at Christmas time. He kindly permitted his 
brothers Anton, Fred, Steve and cousin Yakim Kor
man to reside in a separate dwelling on his farm. 
Marcella was hired to cook at wedding festivities 
which generally lasted for three days. She provided 
her own pots and pans for the occasion. 

Zacharko and Marcella were blessed with nine 
children. Mary married Tony Bernotus of Montreal. 
She was deceased in 1961. Their children were; 
Richard, Alice married Bob Burgess, have a son 
Jeffrey -live in Toronto. David, Bill married Olga 
Hrysak - their daughter Daunne married Ken 
Nakonechny of Elphinstone and they have a son 
Kevin. 

Joseph married Sylvia Siwicky. He was deceased 
in 1972. Their oldest daughter Joy married Allan 
Dickson of Morris and they have a son Toban. A 
second daughter Karen, is nursing in Winnipeg. 

Rose, married Alex Peleshok of Menzie. Their 
children Ronald and Darlene have completed high 
school. 

Nicholas, married Joan Hemphill. They live in 
Winnipeg and son Allan is in Montreal, Beverly 
completed University, and Judith and Richard are in 
high school. 

Phyllis, married Steve Horbal. They live in Win
nipeg. 

Elsie, is employed with Air Canada in Winnipeg. 
Roxy, married Max Melnyk. Their home is in 

Winnipeg. Sandra has completed High School and 
Donald is still there. 

Walter, married Diane Marsiniuk. Their home is 
in Edmonton and their two daughters Leanne and 
Krista are in school. 

In 1961 the home farm was sold to their son Bill. 
Zacharko and Marcella moved to Oakburn. They 
enjoyed many years of good health in their retire
ment. Zacharko passed away on June 21st, 1979 at the 
age of 94. Marcella at the age of 87 continues to 
reside in her own home where she enjoys the compa
ny of her friends, neighbors, children and grand
children. Her colorful array of flowers and plants, 
indoors and outdoors keep her occupied during the 
summer season. In winter she actively passes the 
time with her handicrafts, television, reading and 
cooking. 



Standing, Left to RighI: Bill Yarish, Mary Bernotas, Joseph Yarish, Rose Peleshok, Phyllis Horbal, Elsie Yarish, Nick Yarish, Roxie 
Melnyk, Walter Yarish. Silting: Zacharko Yarish, Marcella Yarish. (1955) 

Christmas 1955 for the Yarish family. Standing, Left to Right: 
Alex Peleshok, Phyllis Horbal, Sylvia Yarish, Joy Dickson, 
Joseph Yarish, Elsie Yarish, Bill Yarish, Nick Yarish, Roxie 
Melnyk. Silting: Olga Yarish, Rose Peleshok, Joan Yarish. 

Yaskiw 
The Yaskiw family who homesteaded in the 

Rossbum area and some descendents who still live 
there, are in direct lineage to Maxim and Dorothy 
Yaskiw. Many of the following dates and even per
haps spelling of names or regions have yet to be 

423 

verified by official documents. As far as can be 
ascertained at this time, the dates, names and areas of 
birth are correct. Occasionally, where no record 
could be found estimates are given only and are not to 
be taken as a legal description. 

Maxim Yaskiw was born in the Rostoyna District, 
Yaslo, Galicia in 1853 and married Dorothy Ferman 
in 1882. Dorothy was born in 1856 in the Tosti 
Vecknose District, Austria. They immigrated to Can
ada on the S. S. Phoenicia landing in Halifax on May 
21,1899. In the Ukraine they had six living children, 
but only four of their children came with them. They 
were Anne, Yurko, Dick and Peter. Flora, the eldest 
child was married at the time of her parents departure 
and chose to stay in the Ukraine. Hirnka was married 
to Timothy Mackedenski and their two children, 
Nellie and Mike, followed her parents to Canada one 
year later as Timothy did not have his discharge from 
the army at the time. 

Maxim, Dorothy and their four children jour
neyed from Halifax to Winnipeg by train and after a 
brief stay in Winnipeg made an application for a 
homestead on August 29, 1899. The homestead is 
filed Maxim Jaskiw SE 12-20-24 W.I.M. Application 
NO. 10719 District Number 5, List 842. This home-



Maxim Yaskiw. Dorothy Yaskiw. 

stead is presently located in the Municipality of 
Rossburn. 

Though the official registration on landing spell 
the name with a "J" (Jaskiw) the "J" was eventually 
changed to a "Y" and by 1920 the name was 
"Yaskiw" . 

Maxim and Dorothy continued to farm their 
homestead quarter and were quite successful com
pared to standards of the day. After an unfortunate 
horse and wagon accident Maxim died on September 
7, 1911 at the age of 58 years. He was buried in a 
cemetery on the homestead farm. After the death of 
Maxim the farm was taken over by the youngest son 
Peter. 

Dorothy Yaskiw lived at the farm for some time 
eventually moving to the Oakburn area. She died on 
February 6, 1942 at the age of 86 years. 

Maxim's small unkept cemetery is about Y2 mile 
north of the Saint Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic 
Church. Originally Maxim donated five acres of the 
northeast quarter of his homestead for a church and 
cemetery. After the logs were cut and hauled to the 
area it was realized that particular area was not suit
able for building a church due to poor access into the 
area, so the site was moved to 12 acres of the south
east corner of the same quarter where today it is 
known as the Saint Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Rossburn Farm. The graveyard where orig
inally planned still contain some graves, but there is a 
graveyard in the same yard as the church. 

The church was built in 1904. The first trustees 
were Aleksia Yacyshyn, Prokip Hyrcak, Nykola Sid
lar and Andrew Shust. The building committee for 
the church were Wasyl Shmyr, Andrew Shust, 
Nykola Sidlar and Maxim Yaskiw. The first Priest in 
the church was Father Hura followed by Father Nester 
Drohomareski. The first Bishop to visit the church 
was in 1913 and was His Excellency Nykyta Budka. 
The church was blessed on June 9, 1935 by his Most 
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Reverend Basil Ladyka D.D. This church was closed 
on December 31, 1959 with the last Prasnak on July 
12, 1960. In recent years the historical people in the 
area have spent a great deal of time and money in 
restoring this old and memorable sacred building. 

Timothy and Himka Mackedenski had four more 
children in Canada. Mike married Jessie Hrysak, and 
Nellie married Anton Drul. Katherine married Dan 
Moiyshen, Anne married Jim Cusick, Joe married 
Sophie Sitko and Alex married Eleanor Kaskiw. 

Himka died in 1962, and Timothy died in 1961 
and their son Alex died in 1972 and Joe in 1977. 

George Yaskiw and Katherine Shust got married 
in 1903. They had thirteen children, raised twelve 
and one died in infancy. Their children were: Mary 
who married Tony Kimpinski, Dick married Irene 
Danyleyko, Bill married Stella Stech, Mike married 
Barbara Triskle, Steve remained single, Joe married 
Kay Ankerich, Paul who married Rose Kuch, Rose 
who married Paul Bilinski, Tony who remained sin
gle, Nick who married Marge Barkowsky, Margaret 
who married Nick Olarnyk, Lionel who married 
Ruth Kuz. George died in 1929 and Katherine died in 
1942 and sons Steve died in 1967 and Tony in 1980. 

Anne Yaskiw married Mike Hrycak in 1905; they 
had eight children. Stella who married Alex Dut
chak, Nick who married Teenie Swereda, Joe who 
remained single, Sam who remained single, Mary 
who married Nick Waytowich, Paul who married 
Kay Waytowich, Tony who married Rose Swereda, 
and Melvin (wife unknown). Anne died in 1923 and 
Sam died in 1933. 

Dick Yaskiw married Lucia Drewniak in 1907 
and they had twelve children. They raised ten and 
two died in infancy. Flora who married Anton 
Luhowy, Harry who married Mary Swereda, Dora 
who married Nick Luhowy, Katherine who married 
Wm. Hullick, Steve who married Mary Nychuk, 
Margaret who married Stan Lazaruk, Nellie who 
married George Lazaruk, Peter who married Stella 
Kaskiw, Donald who married Nancy Barnesky, and 
Andrew who married Rose Drozda. 

Dick died in 1944 at the age of 57 years. Lucia 
died in 1978 at the age of 84 years. Sons, Andrew 
died in 1976 at the age of 53 years, Steve died in 1980 
at the age of 66 and Donald died in 1981 at the age of 
59 years. 

Dick Yaskiw worked on the railroad east of Vista 
when it was first built in 1905. The people were 
amazed at his ability as a young man, to run and 
operate one of the first gas engines to drive a thresh
ing machine, in the area. He was the first Ukrainian 
settler to own a model T Ford which he bought in 
1919, as well as his own saw mill, well drilling 
machine and still continue farming. 



Dick and Lucia Yaskiw. 

Peter Yaskiw married Rose Zimmerman in 1911 
and they had five children. Max who married Mary 
Boryskewich, John who married Anne Bonchuk, 
Mike married Sylvia Derlago, and Paul who married 
Olga Derlago. One child died in infancy. Rose died 
in 1916, and Peter remarried to Anne Komarinski in 
1918 and they had nine children. They raised seven 
and two died in infancy. Teenie who married Mike 
Behery, Mary who married Charlie Marquis, Jennie 
who married John Ostash, Stella who married Hal 
Beirnes, Mathew who married Helen Ewanyshyn, 
Nellie who married Tony Kotelniski, and Stanley
spouse unknown. 

Peter died in 1967, Anne is still living in Birtle 
Man. and son Max died in 1972. 

The Family name of Dick Yaskiw has been con
tinued through the years. As another generation pass
es, Harry has four sons. Ronald who married Patricia 
Ross and they have one daughter Susan, Irwin who 
married Mary Ellen Morrison and they have three 
children Stella, Gregory, and Sally, Jerry who mar
ried Colleen Hilton, and Bob who married Lynne 
Harrison and they have one son Steven. 

Steve had four children. Lorraine who married 
Tom Keleman, Leonard who married Leora Tayler 
and they have two children, Michael and Angella, 
Delmer who married Donna Albert and Beverly who 
married Dan Wilson. 

Peter has three children, Linda, Darcy and Donna 
who are not married at the present time. 

Donald has two sons, Dennis who married Bev
erly McBurney with children Ryan and Sondra and 
Richard who at present is not married. 
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Andrew has one daughter Valerie who married 
Dave Cusitar and they have one son Dallas Andrew. 

Ccssan York 
Cessan Sarsfield York was born July 30, 1881 in 

Russell County, Ontario. He was a stone mason by 
trade but later took up farming in the Birdtail valley. 
On March 12, 1907, he married Ella Plante, a daugh
ter of Jack and Mary (nee Grant) Plante. Ella was the 
first white girl to be born in the valley. Cessan farmed 
the N.W. 35-20-25. They had eight children. 

Thelma was born in 1908, and is now Mrs. Joe 
James of Winnipeg. 

Margaret Elizabeth was born in 1909 and is Mrs. 
Bert Palmer of Rossburn. 

John was born in 1911 and passed away in 1978. 
Leslie was born in 1912 and was killed in action in 

1944 in France during the World War of 1939-1945. 
He married Edith Napper and they had three chil
dren, Audrey, Beverly and Leslie. 

Lorna was born in 1914 and married William 
Parsons (deceased) of Winnipeg. 

Audrey was born in 1917 and passed away in 
childhood. 

Fraser was born in 1918 and passed away in 1964. 
His wife still survives. 

Eddie was born in 1921 and passed away on 
September 28, 1968. He served overseas with the 
Armed Forces. 

Tom York, Cessan's brother, never married. He 
died November 13, 1918. 

Annie York, a sister, married Angus Grant. Their 
children were - Helen, Ray, Elmer, and Dean. An
nie died September 18, 1917. 

A half sister to Cessan was Katie (Grant) Sherritt, 
and two half brothers were Willie and Wilkie. 

The only surviving member of the York family 
left in Rossburn is Margaret. 

Margaret (York) Palmer. 

Thomas Young, Sr. 
Thomas Young Sr. and his bride left Scotland for 

Canada in 1849, and settled on a fifty acre farm near 
Kippen, Huron County, Ontario. They lived there 
and raised a family of six sons and three daughters. 

When the family was all grown and the eldest 
son, Tom, married, the need for a better livelihood 
presented itself. 

In 1879, Tom, Jim and Margaret came west. Tom 
took up his homestead on SW Y4 14-19-25, now 
owned by Bert Mitchell and farmed by Bert's son, 
John, and John's two sons. 

William and his sister, Christina, came in the 
Spring of 1880. John came in 1881 and the rest of the 



family in 1882 and 1883. Miss Annie Young 
(1850-1902) kept house for her brother, John until the 
time of her death in 1902. 

Tom (1851-1906) and his wife, Elizabeth 
McKenzie took up a second homestead in 1885, 
(2-19-25). Later this land was sold to Wm. Mitchell 
Sr. and is now owned by Peter and Frances Wladyka. 

They had a family of six - Emma married Gor
don Wyness. They had a store at Plenty, Saskatche
wan. 

Elizabeth (Bess) married R. R. Ross Jr. 
Annie married Alex Hamilton. 
Nell married Steve Patterson. 
Christina (Teen) married David Hough. 
Tom Jr. the only son was killed in the war of 

1914-1918. 
Tom was the first Reeve of the Rossburn Munic

ipality in 1884. Then in 1896, he obtained a postion 
as homestead inspector and moved to Dauphin. He 
taught school at Rossburn and Dawsford. 

Richard (Dick) married Anne Hogan of Kippen 
and after their wedding in 1883, they came west and 
took up land in the Seaburn district. They had six 
children in their family, three sons and three daugh
ters, now all deceased. William Young (1857-1938) 
married Christina Ross (1854-1950). He taught 
school in Rossbum and also did substitute teaching in 
different areas. They had two adopted children. 
William's homestead was NW Y4 of 12-19-25, now 
owned by Dan Kiez. He left the farm and bought 1. 
W. Cooper's store and ran it till 1910, when he sold it 
to 1. Hooke. But he kept the Post Office and ran it 
with the help of his daughter, Mrs. Dan Johnson till 
1926. He served as Reeve, Mayor and councillor of 
the municipality and town. He was also an elder of 
the United Church. 

Back Row, Left to Right: Unknown, Bill Young, Jim Young, Bob 
Wilson and Grace. Front Row: Mrs. Bill Young with Eric Wil
son, Myrtle Dixon, Mrs. Bob Wilson, Gerald Wilson, Unknown. 
(1916) 
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Jim Young married Lizzie Ross in 1893. They 
raised a family of two sons and five daughters. His 
homestead was 14-20-25. This land is now owned by 
L. Tanasychuk. Jim was the first blacksmith in 
Rossburn. He was also a great sportsman. In 1912, 
the Jim Young family moved to Edmonton. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Young (1907). 

John (1864-1947) married Elsie Kettleton from 
Kippen, Ontario. They had four children: Douglas, 
Jessie, Elsie and Roby. John bought Hugh Warn
ock's homestead, NW Y4 of23-19-25 which is farmed 
by his grandson, Michael Heneghan and his wife 
Diane. 

Douglas (1908-1955). Jessie, born in 1910, mar
ried Patrick Heneghan from Ireland and they fanmed 
her dad's land till 1979 when her son Michael took 
over. They remain on the farm, semi-retired. Elsie, 
born in 1912, lives on the home fanm. Roby, born in 
1914, married Bert Mitchell. 

John Young and his brothers, Tom and Jim, 
owned the first threshing outfit in the district - a 
horsepower machine. Later they had a steam outfit 



and last, a case tractor (gasoline) outfit. Mrs. Young 
died in 1959. 

Alexander Young (Sandy) had for his homestead 
NE 12-19-25. In 1899, he married Sarah Wilson. In 
1901, he bought NW 12-19-25 from his brother 
William. Later he bought east half of 13-19-25. The 
Cheese Factory was moved to the hill on SE V4 
13-19-25. It never operated and the building has 
disappeared. The hill is still known as Cheese Facto
ry Hill. 

In 1910, Alexander developed T.B. and died in 
May leaving his wife and three children: Roslyn, 
Beryl and Phyllis. 

Left to Right: Mrs. Sadie Young, Grandma Wilson, Mrs. Jessie 
Young. 

Mrs. Young, her mother and crippled father, Mr. 
and Mrs. William Wilson, came to live with her. In 
1913, they moved to town buying George William
son's house, so the children could go to school as 
Perth School was closed. Later they moved a mile 
east with no road for the children to travel. Her land 
was rented to John McLeod. It is now owned by Dan 
Kiez. 

Her father, Mr. Wilson, died in 1916 and Mrs. 
Wilson in 1934. Beryl married Wes Williamson in 
1931. Phyllis married Bill Peden in 1931 and they 
moved to Brandon. They have three girls, Karen 
(Mrs. Craddock) of Guelph, Ontario. They have two 
boys and one girl. Verda (Mrs. McDonald) of Bran
don has three boys. Linda (Mrs. Chantegriel) of 
Montreal has one boy and one girl. 

Roslyn went with Henry Gordon and bought the 
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Yorkton Ice Coal and Wood in 1920. Later they 
operated Robinson Little Store in Carman. Roslyn 
married Mayme Montegomery in 1925. They had 
four children. 

Roslyn Young, son of Alexander Young. 

Leone married Bill Shmygol. They had three 
girls and two boys. Leone died in 1975. Muriel 
married Charlie Glover. They live at Lethbridge. 
They have a boy and two girls. 

Stuart married and lived at Lethbridge, later 
moving to Fort McMurray. They had three boys and 
one girl. Stuart died in 1978. 

Alex married and lives in Winnipeg with one girl 
and one boy. Roslyn died January 6th, 1980 at the age 
of eighty. 

Margaret Young (1858-1941) married John Dun
canson in 1883. 

Christina Young married Donald Sinclair in 
1889. They farmed the land now owned by Peter 
Kreshewski. They had eight in their family. Four are 
still living, Tom and Margaret of Victoria, Conna in 
Winnipeg, Minnie in California. 



Back Row, Left to Right: Nell Young, Joan Young, Edna Young, Jean Duncanson, Margaret Sinclair, Margaret Duncanson. Front 
Row: Irene Young, Annie Sinclair, Lill Young, Beryl Young, Phyllis Young. (1912) 

William H. Young 
William Hogg Young married Mary Muirman in 

1910. They bought a farm south of Vista from Jimmy 
Campbell. They had three children, namely - John 
Halliday, Isabelle Margaret Johnstone, and Robert 
Hogg. 

"Will" as he was known, was a school trustee 
and secretary of Islay school at Vista for many years. 
He was on the Board of Managers of the original St. 
Andrews Presbyterian Church, which was built in 
1910 in the village of Vista. This church became 
known as a United Church in 1925. Throughout the 
years, the Young family held a keen interest in the 
life of the church. 

Will passed away in August of 1948, and his wife, 
Mary, in April of 1956. 

The family of Will and Mary are -
John married Mildred Myhill of Kelloe in 1942. 

They lived in Ninette and had five children, - Gor
don, Barry, Douglas, Harvey and Eileen. 

John passed away in August of 1980. 
Isabelle married Lome McLaren in 1943. They 
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farmed at Myrtle, Manitoba. They had two daugh
ters, Jean and Peggy. Isabelle taught school (prior to 
her marriage) at Islay and Culross. She passed away 
in May of 1948. 

Robert married Edythe Miller in 1942. They op
erated the home farm at Vista. They had three chil
dren, - Dennis, Margaret and Linda. Robert passed 
away in November of 1968. 

The family of Edythe and Robert are -
Dennis married Lynda Deller of Shoal Lake in 

1964. They have four children, - Cynthia, Todd, 
Leisa and Bobby. They operate the home farm of Will 
Young. 

Margaret married Bob English of Hamiota in 
1970, and they live in Strathc1air. They have a son, 
Kent. 

Linda married Ivan Temovetsky of Rossbum in 
1970. They live in Vista in the house previously 
owned by the Wilfred Miller family. They have four 
children, - Robbie, Angie, Kyle and Jamie. 

Submitted by Edythe Campbell 



Lucas and Mary Zegalski 
In May, 1906, Lucas and Mary Zegalski immi

grated to Canada from the village of Magdalewka, 
district of Skalat in Austria. They arrived in Halifax 
by ship and there boarded a train which took them as 
far as Winnipeg. In Winnipeg, they took a smaller 
train to Shoal Lake where they were greeted by 
relatives. Mary's parents, the Jack Kowaleks, had 
already settled in the Olha area and Lucas and Mary 
lived with them for three years. Their two oldest 
children were born there, Frank in the fall of 1906, 
and Ann in January 1908. 

Mary and Lucas Zegalski. 

In 1909, they purchased their homestead for 
$10.00, that being the N.E. quarter section of 
10-20-23. For the first few years, Lucas worked for 
the already established farmers in the Hamiota area 
during busy farming seasons. He walked to work, 
and on his way home, he would carry his bag of flour 
and a few other staple food items, on his shoulder. At 
home, he toiled away at clearing and breaking land 
for himself with the help of a team of oxen. His wife 
Mary was a seamstress. She sewed for many people, 
some as far away as Shoal Lake. Many a wedding 
dress was stitched by her hand. Her earnings often 
brought home more money than did Lucas's wages. 

More children were born: Peter in the fall of 1909, 
Jack in 1911, Joe in 1913, and Paul in 1915. Their 
second daughter Helen was born in January 1917. The 
five oldest children attended Ruska Rawa School. 
The younger ones went to Olha School and later, in 
1930, attended school at Byrd. Helen also attended 
high school in Oakburn. 

Many exciting things happen with children grow
ing up, sometimes funny and sometimes frightful and 
one incident in particular stands out for the whole 
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family. When Paul and Helen were small children, 
they managed to find matches and proceeded to set 
fire to a stack of sheaves and a stack of hay near the 
bam. Realizing what they had done, they became 
frightened and hid under a democrat in a nearby 
shed. With the help of neighbors, the fire was stifled, 
the hay was saved, and Paul and Helen didn't light 
matches for a long time after. 

In 1920, Lucas and Mary sold their homestead 
and bought another farm from Joseph Moulton for 
the price of $8000. It is located six miles east of 
Rossburn on the N.W. quarter of 30-19-23. 

Hard times came and the three older children 
(who were still very young) had to go to earn their 
own living while the younger children worked hard 
with their parents at home to help make ends meet. In 
September of 1922, the youngest son Mike was born. 

In spite of much toil and hardship, Lucas and 
Mary always found time to worship. They were faith
ful members of the St. John Cantius Roman Catholic 
Church at Oakburn Farms. Lucas also served on the 
church committee for a number of years. 

They farmed until Lucas's death in 1945. Their 
son Joe predeceased him in 1925. Mary remained on 
the farm until 1951 when she moved to Rossburn, 
where she lived until 1969. Old age and infirmity 
required her to enter St. Paul's Nursing Home in 
Dauphin. She resided there until her death in 1975. 

The oldest son Frank married Ann Baubie in 1927 
and they farmed in the Rossburn Municipality. Frank 
was Secretary-Treasurer of Byrd School for many 
years and also served as councillor for Ward I in the 
R.M. of Rossburn for one term. He served on the 
committee of the St. John Cantius Roman Catholic 

Ann (Zegalski) Mychasiw. 



Church and was the organist there for many years. 
Frank and Anna retired to the village of Rossburn in 
1971. They had three children: Walter and twin 
daughters Helen and Josephine. Josephine died in 
infancy. Anna passed away in March 1975 and Frank 
a year later, in March of 1976. 

The oldest daughter Ann was married in 1926 to 
Peter Mychasiw of Olha. They also farmed in the 
Rossburn R.M. They had five children: Marie, 
Steve, Walter, Paul and Helen. Peter passed away in 
1965 and their daughter Marie passed away in 1969. 
Ann moved to Rossburn in 1967 where she still 
resides. 

Son Peter married Cordie Woycheshin in 1938. 
They have three children: Steve, Joyce and Gwen. 
They farmed in the Rossburn Municipality until1972 
when they moved to Victoria, B.C. In 1974, they 
moved to Rossburn and presently make their home 
there. 

Jack married Jessie Zimmerman in 1941. They 
farmed in the Municipality of Rossbum until 1975 
when they retired to the Village of Rossburn. Jessie 
passed away in April, 1980. Jack continues to live in 
Rossburn. Their children are Joseph and Linda. 

Paul married Jean Budz in 1943. They took over 
his father's farm and lived there until 1973 when they 
moved to the Village of Rossburn, where they now 
make their home. They have two sons, Eugene and 
Raymond. 

Helen was married in 1937 to Michael 1. Tokar, a 
school teacher. They lived in various school districts 
in the Municipality of Rossburn and Rossburn Town 
until 1962 when they moved to Strathclair. Michael 
passed away in 1967 and Helen moved back to 
Rossbum where she still resides. Their children are 
Wally and Janice. 

Youngest son Michael completed school and was 
teaching for only a few months when he enlisted with 
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Zegalski Family. Paul, Peter, Helen, Mike Tokar, Mike, Frank, 
Jack. 
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the Royal Canadian Engineers in 1940. He trained for 
two years in Canada and served overseas for three 
years. In January, 1946, he was discharged from the 
Army. He then enrolled in Pharmacy at the Univer
sity of Manitoba. In 1948, he married Jean Zapski 
and they lived in Winnipeg until he graduated. They 
then moved to Strathclair where they established a 
Pharmacy and resided there until 1971. Since then 
they have lived in several Manitoba communities and 
presently make their home in Russell. They have two 
daughters: Janet and Cynthia. 

Zenchyshyn 
Mike Zenchyshyn, son of Joseph Zenchyshyn 

and Anastasia Grushetsky, was born in Ukraine in 
Selo (village) Welouwchea on May 29th, 1891. He 
was the oldest of the family of 4 boys and one girl; 
Mike, Fred, Paul, John, and Anna. Paul and Anna 
remained in Ukraine and the three boys migrated to 
Canada at different times. 

Mike came to Canada in 1904 at the age of 13 with 
his Uncle Kost Kuch who settled at Seech, Man. In 
1905 he went to work for a farmer at Hamiota by the 
name of Beamish (first name not known) and worked 
there for a number of years. There he was treated as 
one of the family. In time he bought himself a farm by 
Hamiota and was still working for the same farmer, 
the Beamishes, as well as his own farm. Sometimes 
during these years he sponsored a fare to Canada for 
his brother Fred. John, born in 1906, the youngest of 
the boys, came to Canada and now lives in La Salle, 
Quebec. 

In 1918 Mike married Roselia Twerdochlib, the 
eldest daughter of Anton Twerdochlib and Anna 
Rozanski. Mike and Roselia lived in Hamiota for a 

Zenchyshyn family in 1938. Back Row, Left to Right: Joe, 
Richard, Rose (Mother), Anne, Jean, Amelia, Martha, Mary. 
Front Row, Left to Right: Nellie, Edna, Mike (Father), John, 
Peter, Lillian, Stanley, Edward. 



few years and then sold their farm and settled at Olha, 
Man. 

In 1928 Mike and Roselia moved to Marco to 
S.W. Y4 sec. 23-20-23. They lived at Marco until 
1942 when they bought land Y2 mile south of Oak 
River and farmed there until 1959. They had a family 
ofl6. Richard (Dick) born in 1919, deceased in 1959. 
Amelia (Emily) born Jan. 7, 1920, married John 
Bencharski, now resides at Elma, Man. They have a 
family of 4 girls. Joseph born in 1921, deceased in 
1971. Anne born in 1922, married Peter Tkachuk, 
died in 1978. They had one daughter, Jean. Peter 
passed away in June, 1981. Jean born in 1924, mar
ried Michael Slon in 1941, passed away in 1941. Mary 
(Kapatan), Martha (Drakenberg) born in 1925-1975. 
Peter resides at Brandon, Man. Edward works for 
C.N .R., resides at Brandon, Man. Other members of 
the family are Nellie (Wowryk), Lillian (Page), 
Stanley, residing in Brandon, Edna (Marriot), Jack, 
deceased as infant, John, and Helen (Young). 

In the spring of 1959 Mike had a farm sale and 
that summer he passed away at the age of 68. Roselia, 
after Mike's death resided at Brandon, Man. She 
passed on in 1977 at the age of 74. 

Wasyl Zenchyshyn 
Wasyl Zenchyshyn was born in 1888 in the Vil

lage Ilavche, District Terebovla in the Western 
Ukraine. He was the son of Lawrenty Zenchyshyn 
and Anna Derkach. Wasy 1 immigrated to Canada in 
1913. He came to the home of his sister Warwara 
Budiwski who was living in the Olha, Manitoba 
district. 

He married Josephine Drozda in 1916. A few 
years later he purchased a farm on Section 3, Town
ship 20, and Range 23. During the depression years, 
he worked his farm and worked for other farmers in 
the Minnedosa area. Later on, he worked on the 
C.P.R. track in Saskatchewan, west of Regina, in 
Grand Colley. 

They raised a family of four sons and six daugh
ters. All are married. 

Peter married Lena (daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Budz). They farm in the Olha district. They 
have one daughter. 

Patricia married Walter Maduke. They have a 
family of three sons. 

Mike married Jean, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
George Lazaruk. (Both her parents now deceased.) 

Jean married Steve Gawiuk. They have a family 
of two sons and two daughters. 

Ann married Steve Kawa (Steve now deceased) 
and have a family of five daughters. 

Ksenia married Bill Shewchuk (Bill now de-
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Wasyl and Josephine Zenchyshyn. 

ceased) and have a family of three sons and one 
daughter. 

Sophie married John K witkowski and are now 
residing in Port Coquitlam, B.C., and they have a 
family of two sons and one daughter. 

Elsie married Jack Melnyk and are residing in 
Brandon, Manitoba. They have a family of one son 
and two daughters. 

Hilda married Ernest Maryniuk. They reside in 
Shoal Lake and have one son. 

Ron married Sophie Wowryk and are now resid
ing in Shoal Lake. They have a family of two; one son 
and one daughter. 

Wasyl Zenchyshyn passed away in 1958 at the age 
of 70 years. Son John passed away in 1966. 

Mrs. Zenchyshyn, now 82 years old, resides in 
the Morley House Nursing Home in Shoal Lake. 

Ziemianski, Michael 
Michael and Wasylen Ziemianski were married 

in 1898 in their homeland, the village of Kociv
bynchyky Mali, of Austria. 



In 1901 they decided to leave their country to try a 
new life in Canada. With their baby daughter, Mary, 
and some friends from their village, they boarded a 
passenger ship and landed in Halifax. From there 
they boarded a train for Winnipeg. They lived for a 
year at Gimli, Manitoba and in 1902 decided to go 
further west. They left by rail and got as far as Shoal 
Lake, this being the end of the rail line. 

Michael and Wasylen started their new life on a 
homestead northeast of Oakburn on section 17, town
ship 20, range 22, presently part of Local Govern
ment District of Park. They lived on this homestead 
for ten years. By this time their family had increased 
to six and it was very difficult to make a living on one 
quarter section of land. The closest town was Shoal 
Lake about eighteen miles away, and it was quite a 
hardship to get to town for supplies. Most of the time 
Michael walked or went by horseback. Because of 
their inconvenience and hardship they decided in 
1912 to move to a new location on section 13,19,23. 
Their children numbered ten. Michael and Wasylen 
were of strong Catholic faith and were members of 
the Oakburn Farms Roman Catholic Church, one of 
the first Roman Catholic churches in western Man
itoba. 

They lived on this farm for twenty-eight years. 
Michael died suddenly in 1940, and Wasylen in 1956. 

Zimmerman 
John Zimmerman was born in 1844 in Dawitho

wiec, Austria. He grew up there and married. They 
had a family of eight; four boys and four girls. They 
were Ann, Agnes, Mary, Rose, Martin, Frank, 
St.anley and Peter. In 1900, at the age of 56, along 
wIth other families, Stanley and his family set out for 
new land (Canada). At this time, one of their children 
was married. It was Ann; she stayed behind with her 
husband and family. 

Before anyone could board the ship, all pas
sengers had to be examined as to prevent any diseases 
from being carried to the other country. John's wife 
was refused passage on the ship along with her fam
ily because she had eczema on her feet. She stayed 
behind, living with her daughter, Ann. She never did 
join her family in Canada. 

John and his children journeyed on to make a new 
home in a new country without a wife or mother. 
Their homestead was made on SE 20-20-23 in the 
Marco district. Much land had to be cleared to keep 
the family going. In 1908, as John was working with 
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the oxen, one of the oxen hit him on the chest. This 
incident caused his death a few weeks later. He had 
been in Canada for only eight years and died at the 
age of sixty four. 

The children of John Zimmerman were growing 
up and soon were married with families of their own. 

Agnes married Mike Shewchuk and they farmed 
in the Vista area. They had six children namely, Mary 
Jessie, Margaret, Rose, Frank and Jack. 

Mary came to Canada with her husband, Martin 
Hachkowski and with their one year old child. They 
farmed in the Marco district and raised nine children. 
Their children were Rose, Charlie, Ann, Jack, 
Jessie, Mike, Leo, Walter and Stanley. Mary's family 
relates to the Hachkowski history. 

Rose married Pete Yaskiw and they farmed in the 
Birtle area. They had four children namely, Max, 
Mike, John and Paul. 

Martin married Mary Ewanyshyn. Their children 
were Molly, Rose, Jack, Ann, Katie, Charlie, 
Frances, Eleanor, Margaret and Mary. 

Frank married Mary Dunitz. They farmed on 
NW 17-20-23 in the Marco district. They raised eight 
children namely, Jean, Nellie, John, Helen, Mike, 
Paul, Carol and Joe. 

Jean married Nestor Hrankowski and lives in St. 
Catharines. 

Nellie married and lives with her family in St. 
Catharines. 

John married Ann Hyra and reside in Winnipeg. 
John and Ann had a little store in Marco for a number 
of years and later they sold it to John Herchak. They 
moved to Solsgirth where they opened a new store. 
They served the community until they retired and 
moved to Winnipeg. They have one daughter Gloria. 
.. Helen married Roy Budz and farms in Birtle. 

Mike married Ann Lazaruk and reside in St. 
Catharines. 

Paul and Phyllis, who was a teacher, farmed in the 
Birtle district until they retired and moved to Bran
don. 

Carol married a Mychasiw and they farmed in the 
Grandview area. They raised a family of their own. 

Joe is a bachelor and farms on the old homestead 
where he grew up. 

Peter and Lena were married in 1913. They 
farmed the original homestead of his father. They 
raised three children, Jessie, Louise and Anton. 

Jessie married John Zegalski and they raised two 
children, Joe and Linda. Joe and his wife, Rose have 
three children namely Greg, Jeff and Chris. Linda 
and her husband, Lome Shindakhave one daughter 
and they live in Brandon. Jessie died in 1980. 

Louise married Joe Lepischak and lived in 
Rossburn where Joe was an agent for Texaco. Later 



they moved to Portage where they now reside with 
one son, Larry. 

Anton also married and has a family. They live in 
Portage. 

Peter's wife, Lena passed away in 1928. 
In 1929, Peter married Dora Hersack who was 

widowed and left with two children, Ann and Mike. 
Ann married Joe Hachkowski and are living in 

Ontario. They are shortly moving to Brandon, Man
itoba. 

Mike married Gladys Wowk and farmed in the 
Marco area for awhile. Later they moved into town, 
taking on the Imperial Oil Agency. They had two 
girls and twin boys. Shelley married Gordon Trakalo 
and have three children. Debbie married Michael 
Peech and have two children. 

Dwain married Joan Dmyterko and have a son. 
Dale lives in Rossburn. Both boys are working with 
Mike in the Imperial Oil Business. 

Peter and Dora lived on the farm until they retired 
and moved to Rossburn. Mike and Gladys took over 
the farm. Peter and Dora had four children of their 
own. They were Stanley, Marilyn, Edward and Ed
WIO. 

Stanley and his wife, Ollie who is a teacher, live 
in Saskatchewan with a family of four. Stanley and 
Ollie will celebrate their 25th anniversary this year 
1981. 

Marilyn and her husband live in British Colum
bia with their child. 

Edward and his family live in Alberta. 
Edwin and his wife are raising two children in 

Brandon. Peter passed away in 1972. 
The Zimmerman Brothers (Peter and Stanley) 

bought into partnership a threshing machine. They 
formed a gang that threshed at the neighbors around 
them. The threshing gang went as far as Rossburn. 
Just to recall a few names where they threshed were 
Chrispins, Camerons, Pedens and Cormacks. Teams 
of horses and wagons and men were away from home 
for days and sometimes weeks. The men slept in a 
shed on wheels. Inside they had bunks with hay as 
mattresses. The men brought their own pillows and 
covers. 

Stanley was born in 1888. He was nine years old 
when he came to Canada. In 1911, Stanley married 
Josephine Wowryk. They lived together on the same 
yard with the rest of his brothers and sisters. They had 
four children; Walter, Mary, Emily and Tom. In 1918, 
Josephine died from the great flu epidemic. 

Left with small children, Stanley married Stella 
Deydey (Trokalo) in 1919. Stella was married to Tom 
Trokalo, who also died from the flu. They had two 
children, Ann and Nellie. Stanley and Stella moved 
from the original homestead to a farm which they 
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rented, (the Wowryk place). There they farmed for 
seven years until they were able to purchase N. W. 
19-20-23 still in the Marco area. 

They raised three sets of children; Stanley's four 
children, Stella's two children and then Stanley and 
Stella had five children of their own. They were Jean, 
Joe, Lloyd, Henry and Peter. Stanley and Stella 
raised their family, eleven in all, on their little farm. 
They helped in the building and caring for the Christ 
the King, Roman Catholic Church, plus schooling 
their children the best they could. The children 
walked cross country to their school Ruska Rawa. 

During the war years their hearts were heavy as 
two of their sons were called to service. The two boys 
were Joe and Lloyd. The children grew up, marrying 
and going on their own, leaving their parents to farm 
more on their own. They retired in 1953 when they 
moved to Rossburn. 

They were dedicated spiritually and attended the 
St. Theresa Roman Catholic Church faithfully. One 
day on December 19, 1956, while on his way home 
from visiting a friend, Stanley was accidentally hit 
and killed by a train. Stella lived in her little house 
until a heart attack put her in the hospital where she 
died on February 13, 1967. Stanley and Stella Zim
merman were laid to rest in the Rossburn Roman 
Catholic Cemetery just east of Rossburn. 

Stanley's four children and their families: 
Walter married Ann Bobinski. They farmed for 

two years and then moved to Fort William, Ontario. 
Walter worked with the Logging Company. Walter 
and Ann raised three children namely Richard, 
Gloria and Patrick. Gloria is a teacher and is married 
to Joe Berrota, a principal. They have three children. 
Richard is married and has a family of two. They 
reside in Montreal where Richard works with the 
Stock Markets. Patrick is married and has two chil
dren. They reside in Grande Prairie, Alberta. 

Mary married Paul Krowski in 1933. They 
farmed in the Solsgirth area until they retired and 
moved to Russell in 1969. Paul worked in Russell 
with Bergs for a few years. They have five children; 
three girls and twin boys. Their children are Helen, 
Adelphina, Edward, Edwin and Gloria. Helen mar
ried Gordon Stevenson in 1959. Gordon is an An
glican minister in Wosley, Saskatchewan. They have 
two children, Mark and Maria. Adelphina (Joyce) 
married Ken Vath in 1964. Ken works with the 
Campbell Sheet Metals. They live in Edmonton with 
their two children, Alana and Diana. 

Edward married Delores Stewart in 1969. He 
works with insulation in Oil Companies. He resides 
in Edmonton with his family which consists of three 
children. They are Shawn, Yolanda and Amanda. 

Edwin married Sandra Bradshaw in 1978. They 



live in Winnipeg where Edwin is a manager of Earo 
Grades Helicopter. Edwin did a lot of flying up north 
with cargo and different missions. He still does some 
flying now. 

Gloria married David Parton in 1967. Gloria is a 
nurse and David is a purchasing agent for SED Sys
tem Ltd. They have two children, Crystal and Leah. 

Emily married Nick Marshalok in 1943. They 
reside in Fort William, Ontario. They have two boys, 
Bob and Ronnie. Emily passed away in 1967. Bob 
and his wife, Mary-Ann live in Thunder Bay, On
tario. Their family consists of four children, Robbie, 
Lori, Tracy Lyn and David. 

Ronnie and his wife, Jo-Ann reside in Thunder 
Bay, Ontario with their three children. Their children 
are Ronald, Lisa and Melonie. 

Tom, Stanley's youngest, died as a young boy at 
the age of twelve. 

Stella's children, Ann and Nellie, also made 
homes of their own. 

Ann married Adam Prestley who was a teacher. A 
few years later she married Charlie Hodgkins. 
Charlie worked with the radios in the airlines. They 
live in Lac du Bonnet. They have two children, 
Georgina and Ronnie who have families of their own. 

Nellie married Myron Korol. They were farming 
until Nellie got sick. They had one son, Mike. When 
Mike was very small, his mother died of tuber
culosis. Myron left the farm and Mike was brought 
up by his grandparents, Stanley and Stella Zimmer
man. Then Mike got married. Mike and Vi have three 
children, Kenneth, Valerie, and Stanley. 

Stanley and Stella's five children were blessed 
with families of their own. 

Jean married John Gumieny in 1936. They 
farmed just one mile west of the Zimmerman home
stead. They have five children; Marion, Adelphina, 
Edward, Henry and Janet. 

Marion married Matt Antoniw in 1957 who farm 
in the Rossman Lake area. 

Joe married Stella Kaban in 1949. Joe farmed in 
the Sols girth area before he was married and they 
continued to farm in that area until this day. They had 
six children, Leonard, Arnold, Darlene, Ronnie, 
Diane, and Wesley. 

Leonard and his wife Sadie resided in Winnipeg 
and have one son, Len. In 1978 he remarried to Leslie 
Strutinsky and live in Alberta. 

Arnold married Darlene Schreyer in 1980. Both 
are employed and reside in Winnipeg. 

Darlene married George Juskowiak in 1976. 
They farm in the Glenella area and have two children. 

Ronnie lives in Winnipeg and is employed as a 
mechanic. 

Diane lives and is employed in Winnipeg. 
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Wesley lives at home with his parents and attends 
school at Birtle. 

Lloyd married Dorothy McKenzie in 1949. Lloyd 
is a truck driver. He once drove the Rossburn transfer 
owned by Alex Sawchuk for a number of years. 
Lloyd owns his own truck and has routes going to 
Ontario. They live in Winnipeg and have a family of 
two. Their two girls are Wendy and Pamela. 

Wendy married Bryan Eade in 1978 and have a 
little girl, Michelle. Pamela is attending school in 
Winnipeg. 

Henry married Helen Kaban in 1951. They took 
over the farm after Henry's parents retired and moved 
to Rossburn. They built a new home in Rossburn and 
in 1979 they themselves retired. Henry works at 
Clements Ranch in the summer. They have two boys, 
Henry Jr., and Robert. 

Henry Jr., married Jean Juba in 1977. They reside 
in Calgary, Alberta where Henry is employed as an 
engineer. They have two children, Brandy and 
Daniel. 

Robert married Patricia Radford in 1977. They 
reside in Regina, Saskatchewan where Robert is a 
Cargill Marketing Representative. They have two 
children, Tracy and David. 

Peter and Judy were married and lived in Win
nipeg. Peter is a truck driver. They have four boys, 
Butch, Darcy, Blake and Michael. 

This is the family history of five generations of 
John Zimmerman who must have been a brave and 
courageous man to take on such a great task of 
coming to Canada on his own with a bunch of chil
dren. Through such perseverance of such pioneers, 
we are fortunate today. 

Zubrak 
Joseph Zubrak, son of Gregory (1834-1874) and 

Anna, nee Krywak, (1836-1888), was born in 1857 in 
the village of Bilyj Potik, povit Chortkiw, Western 
Ukraine. He had three sisters - Rozalia (Mrs. Harry 
Drabyniasty), Helena (Mrs. Frank Zatylny) and 
Teklya (Mrs. Shkurka). 

Joseph's wife, Kateryna (Shtogryn - Panchuk) 
was born, 1860, in the same village. She had two 
brothers, Toma and Prokip and one sister Mrs. 
Zacharevich. Kateryna died at Oakburn, November 
1944. 

Joseph and Kateryna Zubrak left their village for 
Canada on April 10, 1899. They departed from Ham
burg on S.S. Palatia, April 16, and landed in Halifax 
April 26 after a rough voyage. They had their five 
children with them - John eighteen, Tom sixteen, 
Maria (Mrs. Fred Stebeleski) ten, Nykola five and 
one-half, and Anna (Mrs. Wasyl Ewashko). Their 
youngest son Michael was born in Canada in 1900. 



Three other families, related by marriage, trav
elled with them as a group - Ewashko, Los and 
Kiliwnyk families. Mr. Los settled in Dauphin and 
Kiliwnyk in Rackham. 

From Halifax they came to Winnipeg and a day 
later arrived in Portage la Prairie to stay with Joseph's 
two sisters Rozalia and Helena who came to Canada 
in 1897. It was a very cold spring in 1899. On May 15 
the windows were frozen and there was snow on the 
ground. Kateryna began to cry saying, "We left a 
beautiful spring in Ukraine with flowers in bloom 
and here there are flowers of ice on the windows." 

After a two week stay in Portage la Prairie they 
were taken by Mr. Kolesar to Huns Valley, Manitoba, 
now Polonia, 16 miles north of Neepawa, where 
Joseph bought eighty acres of land from Mr. 
Tyzhinski for a small down payment. There was a 
house, a barn and a poultry building. During the 
summer Joseph took a job cutting brush for 50¢ a day 
which helped raise enough money to buy two horses. 
In the winter he cut cord wood which he sold in 
Minnedosa to the local steam-powered flour mill. He 
could trade a cord of wood for a hundred pound bag 
of flour with which his wife baked delicious white 
bread - much to her delight. 

On the advice of his brother-in-law, Harry Drab
yniasty, Joseph went alone to Oakburn where on June 
14, 1901 he bought from the provincial government 
the S.E. Y4 sec. 13, T. 19, R. 23 at $4.00 an acre. He 
built a small house and cleared some land, returning 
to Huns Valley to spend the winter with his family 
and friends. During the winter he became concerned 
about the large debt so he sold the south half of his 
quarter section to Mykyta Ewashko. 

In the spring of 1902 the families of 1. Zubrak and 
M. Ewashko moved to Oakburn where they lived 
together in the house built the previous year. In 1903 
Ewashkos moved to their own home on their half 
quarter. To help support the family they had to sell 
cordwood in winter and wild strawberries and 
raspberries in summer. 

Their oldest son, John, stayed in Portage la 
Prairie and began to work for the C.N.R. where he 
became a foreman at the age of twenty. He was well 
off and had four children. He was accidentally killed 
on the railway track when he was forty-two years old. 

Tom, who was crippled on one leg, bought a 
homestead half a mile away from home. His brother 
Nykola helped him break some land with two oxen 
and a horse. Tom got married, had one son Joseph, 
and kept on farming with hired help. He died at the 
age of eighty-four. 

Nykola, the third son, helped at home. In 1907 he 
was enrolled at St. John Cantius school, (later moved 
and named King George School), where his cousin 
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Michael Drabyniasty was a school teacher. The 
teaching was bilingual Ukrainian-English. At the age 
offifteen years Nykola went to work making hay and 
stooking at Mr. Callin's, ten miles south of Shoal 
Lake. He had to return home soon to help at thresh
ing. He remembers well how Ivan Goletz and he cut 
the twine off the sheaves and threw them into the 
feeder as there were no self-feeder type threshers. 
Next year he went to work for the C.N.R. at Portage 
la Prairie for six months at 15¢ an hour while he 
stayed with his brother John. When he returned home 
he gave all the money to his dad who made the last 
payment on the farm and received the title to the land 
on November 18, 1910. 

The next few years he worked on the railway at 
Oakburn with Ivan Panchuk and at Clanwilliam with 
S. Novalkowski, G. Byskalo, H. Ribenka and F. 
Kindrachuk. Nykola was an eager, hard worker and 
was promised the job of section foreman. He started 
to learn the English language but when his father was 
accidentally injured he was called home again. He 
apologized to the roadmaster and returned home. 

Nykola and Maria Zubrak with Rose and Frank in 1924. 



From then on he stayed on the farm. In October, 
1915, his father died and Nykola had to take the 
responsibility of managing the home farm. His 
younger brother Michael was attending the Ruthe
nian Teacher Training School in Brandon. Later he 
attended the University of Saskatoon, while he was 
rector of P. Mohyla Institute and finished pharmacy. 
He had his own drugstore in Prince Albert, Saskatch
ewan. He had three daughters - one of whom is the 
well-known singer Lesia Zubrak. He died in 1960 at 
sixty years of age. 

On May 26, 1916 Nykola married Maria Kotyk 
daughter of Constantine and Anastazia (Nahirniak) 
Kotyk. Maria was born in 1900 at Oakburn where her 
family arrived in 1899 from the village of 
Shmankivtsi, povit Chortkiw Western Ukraine. She 
had four brothers - Philip, John, Nykola, Carl and 
three sisters - Magda Dayday, Teklya Burtnyk and 
Anna Kowalski. 

Maria and Nykola lived on the family farm with 
his mother. The crops were good and wheat prices 
were high. They bought a farm of their own from 
Ivan Goletz across the road east from the home farm 
and made their home there. 

After three years wheat prices dropped and frost 
destroyed the crops. Payments had to be made and it 
was difficult to meet them. In winter Nykola sold 
cordwood in Shoal Lake. In summer they worked 
hard at mixed farming. In 1927 they paid off the 
mortgage from sale of grain and from cashing in their 
government Victory Bond. There was great joy! 

Nykola and Maria took an active part in the 
community. He served as school trustee at Rogers 
School. They were very active in the Ukrainian 
Greek Orthodox Church. He helped with con
struction of churches in Menzie, Seech, Vista and 
Oakburn where they were members until their de
mise. Maria belonged to the Ukrainian Women's 
Association of Canada and took an active role in its 
program. They were founding members of the Ukrai
nian National Home in Oakburn which was a cultural 
centre built by volunteers without any grants. There 
was a good choir, drama club, and orchestra under 
direction of capable school teachers and business 
men. They hosted many guest speakers and cultural 
groups from across Canada and Europe. 

In the late 1940s Maria started ailing and they 
retired in 1949 from the farm to a new home they built 
in the town of Oakburn. She died in December 1957. 

Nykola and Maria had three children - Rose, 
Frank and Anna who died at two months of age. 
Frank attended the local school and helped his father 
on the farm. They bought more land. 

Rose, after completing grade eleven at Oakburn, 
took grade twelve at Nutana Collegiate in Saskatoon, 
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staying at P. Mohyla Institute. She attended Normal 
School in Winnipeg and taught two years in King 
George School. In 1939 she married Peter A. 
Kondra, a university professor. She has been active in 
Ukrainian Church and cultural organizations, the 
Ukrainian Women's Association of Canada, includ
ing acting national president of the Ukrainian Cana
dian Women's Council. Rose and Peter Kondra have 
three children: Zenon, a university professor in Ed
monton and distinguished plant breeder, Marusia 
(Mrs. Robert Foster) a high school teacher, and Peter 
Michael Jr. who completed his Master of Science and 
is continuing his studies. 

Frank married Mildred Nychek, a daughter of a 
neighbor and pioneer family in the Oakburn district. 
They continued farming while both took an active 
part in their community. Frank was a Director of the 
Wheat Pool and a school trustee and Mildred was 
active in the Ukrainian Women's Association of Can
ada. Both were active in the church. In 1968 they sold 
their farm and settled in Winnipeg where both are 
employed by the University of Manitoba. They have 
four children, Patricia - Mrs. Arden Carroll, My
ron, William and Michael. They were all active in 
Youth Clubs and sports. Pat is a talented singer and 
has participated in some recordings. 

In the words of Nykola Zubrak, who was brought 
by his parents to Canada at five years of age and who 
passed away on March 31,1980 at eighty-six years of 
age: "We should pray to God for our parents, who, 
with little education but great wisdom, left their dear 
village and beautiful and rich country Ukraine be
cause of its economic poverty and political strife so 
as to assure a better future for their children and their 
descendants. - Canada is the finest country in the 
world, where each individal has the opportunity and 
freedom to live and progress according to his efforts. 

Left to Right: Ivan Panchuk, Tom Zubrak, H. Goletz, Michael 
Zubrak, Anna Zubrak, Mrs. Kateryna Zubrak, Mr. Joseph 
Zubrak, Mrs. Justyna Goletz, Mr. Ivan Goletz, Nykola Zubrak. 
(1912) 



Our pioneers came with little resources and obtained 
practically no assistance from the government. They 
believed in self-reliance and persistent hard work 
which resulted in rapid progress and achievements by 
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their children and grandchildren beyond their expec
tations. Therefore, Canada is deserving of our thanks 
and fullest support in developing and retaining this 
high quality of life for future generations. " 





Waywayseecapo Interviews 
The interviews contained in this section were 

conducted among a number of Waywayseecappo Re
sidents in 1982. The interviews reflect the recollec
tions and thoughts of these neighboring Wayway
seecappo Residents at that time. 

Willie Bird 
Birthdate: AprilS, 1919 
Age: 62 

Long time ago there was a game called Hand 
game. We had lots of fun. The farmer Instructor gave 
us hell for playing that game. It was a gambling game 
where we put horses, our own clothes, money and 
even our shoes. Ladies used to bring meals for their 
men. 

Medicine Lodge, well that was one way of our 
Native or sacred way of life. I too was put in the 
Lodge when I was about 8, to learn medicine. I was 
too young then. It was mostly our own people from 
here that attended this medicine lodge. Our elders 
spoke to the Great Spirit for all of us. They played a 
wooden drum, but I can't sing the songs they used to 
sing. 

Rations used to be given out, but only to the 
elderly people who were about 60 to 65. 

Cattle were given to some of our people to raise 
for themselves but some stole from the cattle farmers 
and sold them. 

The first time we got help with horses, the people 
would go around and help one another. 

Everyone that had a team went out to help with 
threshing. When the people wanted to sell their grain 
they had to have a written statement as to when they 
could sell. We had to have a permit to sell hay and a 
permit to sell green wood, because we were not 
allowed to sell green pole wood. 

We were able to hunt anytime, and ducks were 
good eating then. 

I would say, we are better off today than we were 
long ago. 

Sundance was supposed to be banned long ago 
due to the fact that some people were hooked by the 
skin or shoulders. We are now able to have our 
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sundance, so as we can have some rain and a better 
life for everyone. 

Wilfred Blackie 
Birthdate: May 13, 1925 
Age: 56 years 

Well, I should tell my story as best as I can 
remember it. I lived with my parents right until they 
broke up or were separated. I was lucky that my 
grandparents were still living, they took me into their 
home they fed and put clothes on me. At that time 
there was no welfare so whatever they bought me 
they had to spend their own money. I was going to 
school then. When my parents separated I quit 
school, but somehow I managed to get to grade nine. 
I was only 15 years old when I quit school, I was 
supposed to attend high school in Rossburn. There 
was a man by the name of Malick Peikoff who owned 
a store in Rossburn and he was going to make ar
rangements forme to attend school there. It didn't 
work out that way. Well now I didn't know where to 
go or what to do as my parents were separated. I 
decided to go to work at the" Riding Mountain Park" 
I was put to work in a Bush Camp and like I said I was 
15 years old at the time. I had to work as there was no 
such thing as welfare. I worked all winter and spring. 
Then, I took sick the following winter and my grand
parents wouldn't hear of me going to the hospital. I 
got better on my grandmother's Indian medicine. It 
must have been good medicine because I soon re
covered from whatever it was that made me sick. 
After I recovered from my ailment I stayed around 
home for a few months I really didn't work very 
much. We had a very tough time even though we had 
a lot of horses and cattle and we also had some 
machinery and some land. We had about 50 acres 
which was a lot back then. 

In January I joined the Army. At that time the 
Second World War had started. There was a man by 
the name of Jack Stitt and I told him that I wanted to 
enlist. He asked me how old I was, I told him that I 
was eighteen but I was really sixteen years old. He 



said that he would give me a ticket to Winnipeg and I 
had to go to Fort Osborne Barricks where I had to 
take my medical. In 5 days I passed my medical and I 
came back home, I believe there are a certain number 
of days of waiting before you went back. About this 
time there was rumor going around that I was leaving 
for war and somehow the Army officials found out 
about my age. They weren't too happy about it but 
there was nothing they could do about it. But, any
way I went on to take my training at Portage la 
Prairie. Then one day the Captain called me into the 
office he asked me how old I was I told him that I was 
past eighteen and going on 19. Then he gave me a 
letter and told me to read it, he said according to this 
letter you're only fourteen. The letter was from the 
Indian agent in Birtle I believe his name was Mr. 
Crump. After they found out about my age I got a 
discharge from the Army and decided to come back 
to the reserve. I only had one thing in mind when I 
came back and that was to farm in the reserve. My 
father, this other guy and myself managed to get a 
loan of$500.00 so we could buy a few things. So, we 
bought a tractor and we had the tractor running day 
and night. This tractor that we bought, we got it from 
an auction sale for $500.00. It was one of these steel 
tractors; we were satisfied with the way it operated 
since it was our first tractor. Then, my father, Tom 
Rattlesnake and myself went to Indian Affairs and 
applied for another loan and this time we got $500.00 
each. After we got the loan, we got another tractor; 
we had a pretty good crop that year, of course farming 
was good then. Then Russell Fair came along and 
everyone left to go to the fair, even though we had 
cows to be milked, chickens to be fed and calves to 
be tended to. I decided that I would stay home and 
look after the livestock and this certain guy came 
along to my place and asked what I was doing at 
home and that I should be at the fair like everyone 
else. So, he asked me to go along with him to the fair 
and I did. Somehow before the fair was over the wife 
and I parted. Then, I stayed at home and helped my 
father look after the cattle, my mother helped me 
alot. We used to sell cream so we could have money 
to spend. When you are alone you tend to change and 
I was changing. I was getting fed up with farming. I 
had one heck of a time to get my grain cheques, I did 
a lot of running around just to get my dividend and 
grain cheques. So finally one fall I got Johnny Cooke 
to give me a hand with all the machinery and we 
moved them all here, right where I'm living today. 
That was it for farming and I leased my land to Bill 
Pomehichuk, I believe that was in 1953 or 54. At 
about that time Mr. Yeo who was the Indian Agent, 
came along and asked us if we were interested in 
buying cattle. I wasn't very interested but my father 
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said that he would right away. We got a total of 15 
head of cattle and we had to put down $150.00 for the 
cattle. In the spring we did manage to get some 
calves, and the following year we got another 15 head 
of cattle. Then I left and I stayed away for one year, 
when I got back the cattle were in very bad shape. We 
kept them for another year and some of them died the 
following spring cause we were running low on 
water. I phoned Pete and asked him if he would pick 
up the livestock and that's what happened. My father 
came along and asked me what was going on, I told 
him that I was getting rid of all the cattle. It just 
wasn't working out the way it was supposed to be. I 
was the only one that could sell them. My father and 
me were in a partnership with these cattle but it 
seemed that everything was up to me. When an 
Indian has cattle they are not his, he cannot sell them 
whenever he wants to. I don't believe in farming 
now, we have a few farmers right now on the reserve 
but I can't see or hear if there is anyone really 
interested. The Chief and Council are not backing 
them up enough they need more land to work with 
especially with the cost of machinery, repairs and 
fuel. Farming is like a "Merry-Go-Round" you put 
your crop in, take it off in the fall and pay your bills 
and the remainder is yours if there is anything left. 
Another subject that I would like to talk about is the 
reserve farmers that pay for the land. I don't think 
that they should pay at all; this land was given to us by 
the white man and we have to try and work on it. The 
c.P. holders and the Band land is leased out for too 
small an amount it should be double what they are 
getting today! Our land is rich in soil moisture, but if 
all this spraying and chemicals continue we won't 
have farming land to work with. If the Councillors 
pulled together and the Chief started to act like a 
leader this reserve would be a far better place to live 
in! With that I will conclude my interview, thank-you 
for coming out. 

Zelda Brandon 
Birthdate: April 4, 1914 
Age: 67 

I would like to tell of some of my past as I can 
remember. We all had such a hard time trying to 
make a living long ago, when I had two or three 
children. Yes, we really had to struggle to make a 
living but one thing we never went hungry. Yet, today 
with all the money and welfare the young people 
receive, they still have nothing to eat. They would 
rather drink up their money instead of buying food or 
clothes for their family. We used to travel by team to 
the Park with Dorna Cooke and her late husband. We 
went there to hunt for some food and also to dig some 
Seneca Root so we could sell it and have a little bit of 



money. I remember my dress was all worn out from 
all the washing and the patching that I had done to it. I 
decided to make myself a dress. I made one out of 
flour bags, then I went to Dorna's to show them my 
new dress. I told them "see I made a new dress" and 
they thought that it was funny wearing a dress made 
out of flour bags. This is the kind of life that we had. 
A person had to use what you had. We felt rich 
because we had what we needed. We didn't have to 
buy anything much from the store because we had 
everything we needed from the wild. One time when 
we went to the Park we were on our way home but my 
son George was with us at that time and also my late 
son Wally. As we were coming on our way George 
had a sling shot and he was taking shots at some 
things once in a while. Finally we happened to come 
by some cattle and he took a shot at a calf and he 
happened to hit and the calf fell down. Dorna's late 
husband told him that he must have killed it and he 
must have scared himself but we thought it was funny 
later on. I used to think that we were poor, but we 
were never out of food we always had something to 
eat. I never knew of anyone to get drunk, I guess this 
is the cause of all the hardship that we see nowadays. 
Today I see a lot of young people with children doing 
a lot of drinking. I like staying here by myself it's 
quiet and I don't think about getting drunk now that 
my husband passed away. I would like to see our 
younger children getting along together and going to 
school at least till they are finished their schooling. 
We as people are put on this Earth for a period of time 
no one knows how long. This is why I say that we 
should care for one another. That is all I have to say 
"Thank-you" . 

Mabel Cooke 
Birthdate: April 25, 1924 
Age: 57 

My father worked very hard and worked every 
single day to look after us. He would work for the 
outside farmers "the white man". There was a lot of 
work for the Reserve men and boys in those days. 
They were not backward even though most of them 
did not have the education, they always went to work. 
We always had a garden it included carrots, potatoes, 
beets, turnips, com and onions. 

There were times that I remember when we bare
ly made ends meet. It was because my father was a 
steady, hard working man that we survived. I remem
ber times when he would walk into Rossburn in the 
winter just to get a 50 lb. bag of flour and carry it 
home on his back. 

Later as we, the children grew older my father 
had cattle and we learned to milk a few of them. We 
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always had milk everyday which was good for all of 
us. 

There was no such word as "Welfare" in those 
days, not for the younger people anyway. Today the 
younger people sure have it easy they don't want to 
work, they just want to get welfare. 

Flora Flatfoot 
Birthdate: November 1, 1892 
Age: 89 years 

When I was growing up we never used to receive 
any welfare, my father would go out and hunt for our 
food. This is the way we used to live we had to work 
to get what we wanted and we had to work pretty hard 
too. The older people in those days used to talk to 
children and tell them what kind of lives they should 
have as they are growing older. They were taught to 
respect their elders and not to answer back when they 
were spoken to. Today you find children about 6 
years old answering back to their parents when they 
are told something. The Indian ways are really lost. 
What I mean by that is the children do not understand 
their Indian language and culture. There was hardly 
any Indians that knew how to talk the English lan
guage. I guess where they lost their language was 
when they started going to school. The white man 
teaches them to speak in English. 

When I got married my husband would trap and 
hunt and sell the fur so we could buy what we needed. 
We always used to eat wild meat we never had any 
store bought meat that the people buy today. My 
husband also used to fish as we lived close to a lake. 
We used to eat fish once in a while. What we bought 
were things that we couldn't get from the wild. Some 
of the things that we bought from the stores were 
flour, baking powder, salt just to name a few. Some
times my husband would be out hunting for days and 
I would be left alone to keep the children. I liked the 
old lifestyle better than the way we are living today as 
there is hardly anything for the younger people on 
this reserve. This is all I have to say as I can't 
remember most of my past. 

Mabel Jandrew 
Birthdate: January 22, 1904 
Age: 77 years 

When this elderly woman was interviewed she 
expressed her concerns for the reserve and what she 
wanted to see on this reserve. 

I can't say that I really could say anything about 
the past. I just sit here in my house in my wheelchair 
and also use a walker. What I would like to see on this 
reserve is a place built for the old aged people and the 
disabled ones, I guess you would call it a Care Home 
for the elderly. I wish the Chief and Council would 
give this great consideration. I would like to stay in a 



place like that. I say this because a woman with my 
health condition I can't do very much for myself. I 
try to keep a diary but there are times when I can't 
even write. 

Another concern that I have is the arena that was 
started. I would like to see it finished so the people of 
the reserve could make use of it. I guess one of the 
ways it would be completed is that if some of the 
people learned to work for nothing. 

Edward and Philomene Longciaws 
Birthdates: December 31, 1905 - Edward 
December 4, 1913 - Philomene 
Ages: 76 years - Edward 
68 years - Philomene 

We really can't remember too far back in my 
parents days. But, I can remember when "Rations" 
were first passed or issued to us by the Farm Instruc
tor, we had to work for whatever help we got. I can 
remember getting 10 pounds of bacon, 5 pounds 
white beans, 24 pounds of flour. Philomene said she 
remembers when 24 pounds of flour sold for 50¢, 
today you pay about $5.00 to $7.00 for the same 
amount of flour. There was various jobs that a person 
could do to earn some money. We were fortunate to 
have a team of horses and a wagon to travel around in. 
My wife and I used to go around to the fields and 
bushes and pick dry bones and sell them. These were 
used to make glue during the Second World War. We 
were also allowed to dig Seneca Roots in the Park this 
was another means of income. As far as the way the 
business is being handled on the reserve it is very 
good for my wife and myself. It is really good to see 
the places of business that were built, such as the 
"Day Care Centre", "The Sewing Factory". We 
thank all the wonderful people that have worked so 
hard to have what we've got now. That is all we have 
to say. 

Violet Mecas 
Birthdate: July 9, 1923 
Age: 58 years 

Violet is not in very good health, in fact she is 
partially paralized and cannot be heard too good. The 
only comment I heard her say was to ask the Chief 
and Council to decide upon a Senior Citizens Home 
to be built on the Reserve. 

At the present time the Welfare Administrator has 
several Home Makers doing house work for the el
derly and disabled people, and also the women that 
live alone with their children. 

So at the present time Violet is being helped out 
with her housework. 
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LoUie Mentll.lck 
Birthdate: September 29, 1929 
Age: 52 years 

We had a hard time long ago. Most of the time it 
was my mother who would go out to try and bring us 
something to eat and wear. But it was my father who 
would later go out and pay for what my mother 
brought for us. 

No-one heard or knew what Welfare was. 
My father started to farm when we got older. I 

remember he really had nothing to use to start with. I 
did see him pushing a walking plow with a team of 
horses. 

When harvest time came along, I got lazy to put 
up stooks. But my father would really get after us to 
get to work. We had to do it too. My Mother was a 
very hard worker and good mother. 

Today I see why my parents would get after us to 
work, it was for our own good. 

My father used to tell us "you kids have to learn 
to manage your own lives, we will not always be 
around to look out for you" . 

Mrs. Annie 01l.ldie 
Birthdate: July 24, 1905 
Age: 76 years 

I'll tell you one story of my father and his mother 
and father. They did a lot of travelling when they were 
younger. It was on one of these trips that they were 
chased by some men on horseback. They called them 
"Strange Men" as their appearances were not of 
anything that they had seen. Anyway these riders that 
were after them came up from the hills and they were 
in a large number. Then my grandfather told his 
family and relatives to stay together or they would be 
killed. When they looked back again these men were 
coming closer. The old man told them not to be afraid 
of them and when they got hit they were told not to 
make a sound. While he was talking he was preparing 
his peace pipe, and waited for the enemy. When they 
did catch up to them the old man took his peace pipe 
and passed it to the leader of these men. As soon as he 
handed him the peace pipe the leader snatched it 
away and made a loud noise which meant as a thank 
you to the old man. There was an interpreter for these 
men and I guess that what this old man had done 
saved his family. These men would not bother them 
and they were free to go their way. I imagine they 
were saved by the Peace Pipe. 

I barely remember what my father said about the 
first treaty at "Fort Ellice". My grandfather had said 
that it was a Roman' Catholic priest that asked the 
Indian people how much money they would want. 
This is where the priest misunderstood the people. 
My grandfather s~id' "five big money". He meant 



$25.00 per head. It was either they misunderstood or 
the white man did not want to pay that much per 
person. This is why we still get $5.00 per person. 

One certain year on a treaty day everybody got 
their treaty money. It was on this day that this one 
Indian woman went for her money. She had a pack on 
her back which looked like a baby. She asked for her 
money and also for her baby. She got the money for 
both of them. All along what she had on her back was 
a little puppy instead of a baby. Whoever was issuing 
out the treaty money I guess didn't care less who or 
what they were paying for. 

Now I'll tell you more about my late husband and 
myself and how we managed to survive. When we 
first got married we were very poor. We only had one 
horse. Those days were very hard. In the Winter we 
used to borrow a house from our neighbours. We 
borrowed it for about 3 or 4 years. In the Summer we 
would move back to our own shed. We used to haul 
our own water from the Sloughs. We used to USt; pails 
or cans to put our water in as there were no barrels at 
that time, at least we couldn't afford them. Today I 
don't think that any of these younger people would 
do the type of work that we used to do. After I had 
two children I would stay at home as my husband was 
always working to keep the children and me fed and 
clothed. Then he started his own farming business. 
We did not have enough horses to start with so my 
father said that he would lend him some of his horses. 
That is how he started farming he didn't farm very 
much, just the land that was around the house. We 
had never heard of Welfare or any kind of help in 
those days. I don't think that there is anybody that 
wants to work for a living today. 

When my late husband was single he used to 
work for the outside farmers. When he finished 
working the farmer that he worked for could not pay 
him for all the work that he did. So my husband asked 
this farmer if he would pay him with cows instead of 
money. My husband got two cows for payment and 
that's how he started off raising cattle. There were 
about 45 head of cattle that I still have but it's hard for 
me to try and keep them going. After my husband 
died I told my sons that I was going to sell all the 
cattle. They told me not to sell just let them be the 
way they are. They told me that they were a good 
reminder of a dear old man that took interest in his 
work all the time. We used to milk about three or four 
cows in those days it was good to have milk all the 
time. 

I used to like the Residential School better than 
the schools that we have now. The children were 
taught their manners and learned what respect was 
and they learned how to work with different things. 
Today's children do not know the meaning of man-
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ners and respect. I honestly think it is the parents' job 
to teach their children this. I would like to see a 
school built on our reserve with our own teachers and 
principal. From there I am sure that the children 
would learn how to speak our native language. The 
teachers that are hired in the town school should 
teach the Indian children the Saulteaux language. I 
hope someone could do something about this real 
soon. Maybe then we wouldn't have as many drop
outs as we have now. I also want to say something 
about the spraying that is going on every year. They 
don't need this or anything else just some good 
working on the land. We never used any of this spray 
that they use now. To all you people that started 
farming and are using sprays and other chemicals 
"Stop it"! You are killing off our wild birds and 
animals and also poisoning our waters. That is all I 
have to say. 

Nora Oudie 
Birthdate: October 17, 1934 
Age: 47 years 

Nora was not feeling very well when we went to 
interview her at the time. In fact she was waiting for 
her sister to drive her to see the doctor. Well anyway 
this is her short story. 

My father was a very strict man, there was lots of 
things that he told us not to do. When I thought I was 
of age, I tried to smoke, but my father told me, "no I 
don't want you to smoke", he even burnt my new 
pack of cigarettes. Right there and then I decided I 
would not smoke at all, I tried to smoke behind his 
back but Ijust couldn't get used to the smoke, was he 
ever strict, with me anyway. 

During a meal or at the table during a meal that 
was when he would tell us what to do and what not to 
do. He always told us to respect our elders and also 
everyone else. If any of us would try to answer him 
back or even answer him back we would sure get a 
strap. He really gave us sound advice when we were 
growing up. Today when I teU my children or try to 
advise them in anyway, they get so angry and they 
answer right back. If we ever answered our mother he 
would speak up right away. 

When I first got married to Lloyd I always had a 
rough time, sometimes I'd go to my mother and 
father's but most of the time he would bring me back 
home. He told me you wanted to marry him now stay 
with him. Sometimes he would allow me to stay 1 or 
2 days then he'd hitch up his horses then drive me 
home. 

Now, my children are nearly grown up, well I'm 
raising my children, and I've got to tell or advise 
them and I do tell them. There are times when they 
get so angry and they leave I don't know where they 



go. I guess when they think it over, they 
decide to move back home again. I guess they can't 
find a place better than where they live or "Home 
Sweet Home" if I may add. We were told to respect 
our fellow Indian and yet today - you find children 
today they have no respect for anybody. I guess it is 
because the parents don't talk to their children the 
way their parents taught them. 

Tom Rattlesnake 
Birthdate: March 20, 1923 
Age: 58 years 

I thank the Great Spirit for the life that he has 
given us. When I started school I attended the Birtle 
Indian Residential School for 7 years, those were in 
the 1930's. I didn't really learn anything so I left 
when I was 14 years old. This is where I witnessed 
this act of "hate". There was this Catholic Priest that 
came to visit the school. Then I saw the Presbyterian 
people tum away from the priest and went inside the 
school. They must have hated the Catholic belief 
otherwise they wouldn't have turned away from the 
priest. The priest never did look around the school. 
Now I'll talk about the past how the elderly people 
used to spend their evenings. There would be a bunch 
of men, and they would play this game that was called 
"Hand Game" . Sometimes the game would last for 2 
weeks I used to watch them play this game but I can't 
describe it. Then the farm Instructor would come and 
tell the people to go home and look after their fam
ilies. Sometimes he would tell them that there was no 
wood at their place or their children were sick. That's 
how interesting this game was, the men would forget 
about their chores. I'd say that they had a pretty good 
life back then as most of our old people did some 
farming. Grain was in good price then, Barley was 
about 50¢ a bushel, Oats was 6¢ per bushel, Wheat 
was 90¢ per bushel. Then, later on I left the reserve to 
go to work. I worked for Albert Mitchell for a num
ber of years. I left my job to join the army. I was in the 
Army for about 4 years. When I got out, the Army 
gave me some farm implements and some livestock. 
Then I got married and we had nine children, they are 
pretty well grown up now. 

Now I've started a farm of my own, I farm 500 
acres of land. As far as Clement is concerned, I think 
we should let him lease the land. It is good for our 
younger boys, this is where they learn to operate 
different types of machinery. When the Band is in 
need this is the first place where we tum to, also when 
somebody is looking for ajob that is the place to go. 
We should ask Clement to hold farm courses like 
welding, mechanics and courses on different types of 
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grain. I am not speaking for myself, but for the 
younger generation. I wish or I would like to see our 
younger children have something worthwhile to look 
forward to on weekends. Today our younger children 
seem to be getting wild, we give them advice and 
right away they seem to know better. We have to do 
something for our children and grandchildren. Now 
I'll change the subject a little and tell more about my 
past. I worked in Rossburn one time where I helped 
put an extension to the Elementary School. I used to 
walk to work everyday. I would leave around 5:30 in 
the morning and start work at 7:00 in the morning. I 
would walk whether it was raining or shining, some
times I got a ride on the train. It was on one of these 
rides that the engineer asked me why I walked to 
work. I told him that I drank too much. Maybe if I 
had saved some of that money that I drank I'd have 
had enough to buy a car, but cars were expensive. He 
asked me, "why do you guys let someone else farm 
your land, you Indian people should be the ones 
doing the farming?" I said, "we should be farming," 
but "where are we going to get the machinery?" 
Indian Affairs won't even consider us. That's true. 
Indian Affairs had it so good, they would come to the 
reserve to have meetings. They would joke around 
part of the afternoon and then it came around to 
quitting time that's when they would get serious. 
They would ask the people what they thought of 
something or what they wanted, and they would ask 
the people to raise their hands to see who was in 
favour. Well almost all the reserve people would lift 
up their hands without understanding what was going 
on. There was this one time when there was money in 
Birtle. They had it in an Interest Account. It was 
transferred from Birtle, and there was this 
gentleman that came here and asked the 
people if they were in favour of receiving 5 or 7% of 
this interest. He told the people that if they wanted 
money to farm that they should get the money from 
here. Well that is how the promise ended, we are still 
waiting. There was one time when we got $7.00 per 
head but that was only once. Later on, Lynn McKay 
who was chief at the time was told to go to Winnipeg 
along with Mr. Nield. They asked Mr. McKay to 
leave the money in Winnipeg and Mr. McKay agreed 
to this, and it was sealed there and then. Well to 
change the subject I'll talk more about the farming 
business. A person really has to work hard to get 
ahead, and leave out the leisures like Pow-Wows, 
Dances and Fairs. It is very sad to see our young 
people go wild every weekend, I honestly hope that 
something will be done to keep· their minds oc
cupied. I thank these people that came here today to 
do this interview about me, I wish you luck, thank
you and may God bless you. 



Bert Seaton 
Birthdate: March 20, 1921 
Age: 60 years 

My parents farmed when I was young. We used 
horses in those days to work the land. We also had 
pigs, cows and chickens. We had a good life then. 
Something happened to our livestock, they got sick, 
and most of them died. Then my father got sick and 
couldn't farm anymore. I had a better life at that time 
than I have nowadays. At least it was easy to buy 
furniture and still have money left over to buy other 
things. Later on I got married, I went to work for the 
outside farmers during the Spring. After seeding we 
would go out digging Seneca Roots. This was an
other means of income for the people. In the first 10 
to 15 years that I was married I never heard of "Wel
fare" or "Rations". Rations in those days were 
meant only for the persons sixty and over. But I still 
say the ways of making a living were better for me in 
the years 1930,40 and 50. 

Arthur Shingoose 
Birthdate: May 20, 1918 
Age: 63 years 

Well I'll tell you my story. Long ago or I should 
say when I was born I did not have a mother. She died 
shortly after I was born, so I was raised by my Aunt 
Maggie Shingoose. Yes, she raised me, feeding me 
homemade soup. That is how I survived when I was 
first born. Some years later, I took sick and I was 
taken to Regina Hospital, where I spent three years. 
Well somehow, someway I finally got better and I 
was sent home. I cried when I got home, I cried 
because I was happy to see the old people again. Not 
long after I was sent home my foster parents died, I 
managed to survive their passing away. Then one day 
I decided to work for myself so I started farming. I 
considered myself to be good worker and able to help 
myself. One day I met this lady and all I had was a 
shack, but we managed to get along. I used to hunt 
for food after we got married. That was the only 
means of having food on the table in those days. A 
few years after we got married I was out hunting and I 
told Agnes that I would be home at night. That night 
when I got home Agnes called me she said ''Arthur 
come here," - there she was sitting on the bed with 
a tiny baby. I did not know what to do so I got on the 
wagon and went for Mrs. Albert Shingoose as fast as 
I could. Dr. Whe1ply came from Rossbum to check 
on them. The doctor said that they were both doing 
good. That small baby was our daughter "Mar
celine". I was very happy then and I stilI am happy 
with the children that we raised up. 

In those days there was no "Welfare" we never 
even heard of it. We brought up our children "minus 
welfare" . I think the reason for" Social Assistance" 
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was just a way for the White man to get at our Reserve 
land. The first time I heard of Welfare, it was called 
"Rations". We started getting our rations after the 
children started going to school but I had to work for 
the rations that I got. What we received from the Farm 
Instructor was to do us one month. At that time the 
farm Instructor was looking after the Rations. The 
food that we received was 24 pounds of Flour, 10 
pounds of Bacon, 1 tin Baking Powder and some Salt. 
My working days in the past were better than they are 
today in 1981. 

Francis Tanner Sr. 
Birthdate: June 30, 1906 
Age: 75 years 

When I left school, I had nothing of my own. The 
only thing I was able to do was work. I used to work 
for the outside farmers for so many years until finally 
I made enough money to buy a team of horses also a 
wagon and some machinery to start work on the land. 
Finally I got a hold of some land and started to farm 
on my own. Gradually I managed to farm about 100 
acres of land. When it was time to thresh I would go 
around to the outside farmers and help them thresh 
their crop, and in return they would help me. This is 
how I used to get my work done. I had lots of grain. 
Each year my grain would increase. There was this 
white man that used to help me most of the time. His 
name was Albert Ament. We used to work good 
together. This is how I used to make a living, selling 
my crop in the winter so we could buy something to 
use. 

I used to hunt rabbits so we wouldn't have to buy 
any meat. In the spring when the muskrat season 
would open we would trap them and sell the pelts. I 
would trap as many muskrats as I could before I 
started working the land again. After several years I 
went broke because the farm instructor that used to 
work in this area moved away. This is where I used to 
get my help from to run my farm. I had no mower, no 
rake, no seeder and myoid machinery was in need of 
repairs. Finally I decided to give up the farming 
business and start working for other people. Then I 
also broke my arm and could not work. That was hard 
for me, but as time went on my arm got better and I 
started working again. 

I always managed to find a job; this was very 
important as I already had some children to support. 
Not too long ago I started to work for Clement's 
farm. I worked for ten years. I used to get $2.00 per 
day when I first started working that came out to 
$12.00 per week. Then after a while we got a raise to 
$6.00 per day. Not long after the raise I started 
getting stamps. When I made enough I applied for 
U.I.C. benefits. When I started receiving Unem
ployment Insurance I sure made a good living since 



most of my children were grown up and working. 
After ten years of employment at Clement's I got laid 
off and also most of the other workers that were there. 
We were told that they no longer needed us. Only a 
few stayed on to work. 

I left for Winnipeg and started to work there for 4 
years. I got good pay there, about $50.00 to $60.00 
per week. I made a good living while I was working 
in Winnipeg. About this time I started to receive my 
old age pension. I had to quit working. I was told that 
Pensioners were not to work as they would be de
ducted from their pension. Well when I quit working 
I applied for U. I. C. I got that as well as myoId age 
pension. I always made a good living because I was 
never afraid to get out and work for my money. Today 
in 1981 I am still getting my pension cheque. That is 
all I can remember about my past. Thank you. 

Annie Whitecloud 
Birthdate: June 30, 1906 
Age: 75 years 

A lot of people went to church long ago. And this 
is where Frank Seaton Sr. would interpret to the 
Indian Presbyterian Congregation. He would read 
out to the people just the way the Minister would 
preach in English. I remember at New Year's time, 
my father who was Peter Oudie would say to us right 
at midnight, "let's go. " He would rush outside and 
fire the rifle twice. One rifle shot was for letting the 
old year out, the second for greeting the New Year in. 

After that was done we would get in the sleigh 
and start our New Year's visits. 

The first ones we'd go and visit were Mr. and 
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Mrs. Shingoose. They were the parents of the late 
Charles Shingoose and the late Young Shingoose. 
All of us were given some tobacco before going in 
an.d were told to give the tobacco to Mr. and Mrs. 
Shingoose. Mr. Shingoose and my father must have 
known all about the giving of tobacco. 

My father did not tell or explain to us what it was 
all about. In those days everyone exchanged visits 
starting at midnight then all day New Year's Day. I 
never knew of anyone to drink. The only persons 
who had a glass of "homemade brew" were the 
elderly men, and no one else. It was nice to go 
visiting in those days. 

We used to live near the River of Birdtail. One 
way of making a living was, when my Father and 
Mother and even my Grandmother used to go to 
Rossbum to anyone of the farmers or town people to 
split wood for them. I'd stay home with my younger 
sister. 

We always had plenty of food and clothing when I 
was younger. MyoId Grandfather never went out to 
work for the white men. He used to say he did not like 
to mix with the white man, ever. He liked to go 
hunting while my Mother and Father were out work
ing. When he went hunting, he would have ducks tied 
up by their necks right around his belt or waist. That's 
how he would contribute to the family income. 

In 1922 I was sent to Fort Qu' Appelle Sanitorium 
from Birtle Indian Residential School and I spent two 
years there. After two years we were all transferred to 
File Hills. Here too I spent two years. Then one day I 
was taken home for Treaty Day which was when I left 
the Sanitorium to start another life. 
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Antwerp-Canada (ikl) 

Medical Inspection Card 
for Pal!laong~rs destined to Canada. 
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Mount 'I ewple 

Sailing from Antwerp .... ' - 'I 1910 
a.Apr! ' ,;' /7 

Name of Passenger J-' , /. -<:--< .c.-L(~ '.,,~ ':;C"-.'7 

Inspected and Passed at Antwerp. ' 
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Antwerp-Canada 

Medical Inspection Card 
for Passengers destined to Canada. 

"'Name of Steamer Mount Temple 
Sailing from Antwerp e.A:pril.19}0, 
Name of Passenger IJ/~ f f,·e;<... J-'A.--?'Y'~ 

Inspected and Passed at Antwerp.,/ 
C/ 

5.5. "MOUNT TEMPLE," 

VACCINATION. 

PROTEOTED. 
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Surgcon. 
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JOHN McPHAIL.. Rn::vc 
1lO3a.l!lURN P. o. 

OFFICE OF 

R. CARSON, S£c..·T~. 
ROSIUIU/lH P, O. 

THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ROSSBURN 

..... .190 ' 
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C. A. MENZIES 
:- FARM I:MPLEMENTS -: 

ROSSBURN, MAN. 
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A ?e lief Agr'eement 

Rossbu.r ,J.'Ianito1)a) ~ /7~ 1935 

In oonsideration of advances consisting of financial ussjstance 
by way of relief or seed grain,made to e now~and those to be 
made from time to time by the Rural Uun~cipality of RlfSsbnrn at 
my request ani for my benefit, 

I hereby voluntarily covenant,proP}:ise, 
and agree to give security to the said Uunicipality of the follow~ng 
goods and chattels ovmed by me which I declare are clear of any 
enoumberanc9s, 

Desoriptlon of goods and chattels= 
I /JW4~ 
I I, II 

And I .further promis6 and agree to repay to the Rural Munioipality 
or Rossburn any sums so advanced by waii of relief or seed grain, 
by not later than November 1st 1935, 

I wi]l also pay interest thereon 
at e% per annum both before and after d~e9 

In the event of default in paym€. It by me on due date I 
authorize the said Munioip<lli ty to selJ and dispose of the said 
goods and ohattels tend apply the prooeeds in payment of princ1.pal 
and interest~and costs, The sale may be public or private o 

Witness.~ ••••••••• Signed by 
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Rural Municipality of Rossburn 
MANITOBA. 

STATEMENT OF TAXES FOR YEAR 1944 

w. jAssessment 

1600 
General Mun. Rate 14.4 mills on $- l 
General Schools 7.0 mills on $-- 24,S ........ __ ..3.9 ... 20. 
Municipal Com. Rate 2.5 mills on $ J 
Red Cross Grant .6 
Special School Tax __________ _ _ ..... _ .. _~ .. 1.2. 
Muncipal Doctor ............. _ ....... . .... -....... _.3 ...50. 

_ .. _--_ .... ;:= .. 

TotaI, ______ I------.51..§.2. 
Arrears 

Grand Total _ .. _ .. _____ .. __ 

Sold for Taxes _______ .. _____ .. __ 

SPECIAL SCHOOL RATES 
Birdtail_._._ .... _ .. _4.4 Lakedale .... __ .... _ .... 11-
Bruan __ . __ .. _ .. _._5.7 Marconi .. _ .. _ .. _ ...... _._23.4 
Byru ______ ._8.3 Mohyla __ .. _ .. _. ____ 9.4 
Clarke _____ .. _9.1 Perth .. __ ..... _ .......... __ 3.6 

. Chmelnycki . ___ 13.7 Perch _., ___ .. ____ 25.3 
Glen Elmo .. ____ 8.6 Ilossburn .. ________ 21.4 
l:ira!lko _._ .. _ .. _ .. _6. Ruthenia .. _ .. _._. _ ........ 6.3 
blay ___ .. _._. ____ 5.7 Ruska Rawa __ ........ 11.2 
King George ...... _ .. _10.1 

NO fICE.-Current Taxes payable at Par up to October 31st. 1944, 
after which the Statutory Penalties will be added. 

Cheques must be payabte at par at Ros$burn or will be returned. 
Persons living in the United States will please remit by Express 

or P.O. Money Order, ,ils United States Draft.~ are discounted here 
If this land has been sold please forward to present address. 

NICK KARMAEZNUK, Sec.-Treas 

PLEASE BRING THIS CARD WHEN PAYING 

No ............ . 

STATEMENT OF GRAI~.{.;~~~{~H<')ED·I tf 
. ·· .. ~r&.~;':.··~c/g •. l! .. ..I89 

~n 

for threshin[f ;-
No. of Bushels. Price per Bushel. 

~:t:~~.J~:L:::::::::::::.:::::i.:::::::::.::·:::::: 
Barley ........... ' ...•.......... @ .•....•••.••••.••••. cents, 

Flax ............. . ............. @ .•••••.•.•••..••••• , cents, 

•.••.•.•• ~ ......................... @ ...••..•••• ~ ••••••. cents, 

Total 

Amount. 

.(;;'~ .1 
$. '(;/~:: .... 
$.$ ..•... <'t •• .•.. 

$ ..........•..... 

$ .........• : ..... 

RECEIVED the sum 0/ ................................ _ ................ _ .. . 
....................................... Dollars /,01' threshing the above 
................................................................................ J .................................................... . 

·NOTICE. 
I her"by notify yo" that f assert my r~lJht to the retmtion of sZi(jicieJtt oj 

each graz'lt to cover the respective charges Jor threshing as per above acc:mnt: 

alttl that I assiglt ta .................. . .............................................................................. 

0/ .................................................... . 
all my right, title and mterest i;"~~;;it;"""""";;'~"~!;;;;~'''''''''''''''''~~;d'~;; 

tilJ
ht --t':~l urmallt to the Statute. . ..... \1£ 

. Entered according -::\cto(larli,'1.mc:nt of ~<:nada in thc·Year''le¢. by R.. D. R;;ch..~6:i"& CQ: 
In thC"tlffic.e oftbc l'oftrustcrof the In~~r~.or,i'lt Ouawa. 0,.' • 
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AUTHORIZED CAPITAL $15,000.00 

¢ffl.:V"./RA~£ tjj~; (/f'llfl'r 
-"'~';~---:-:C~~-'-C~~.-~~~~,--~,---,-~~,'/;;(I?U f/!~/(:f0t!(f/."I!(,f/r) 

lRoeeburn milling (to. jLhniteb 
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//;;' /(;(;~;)f/ /A~ /;/;(!),f'rl/N(h;//;(' /;;;{i:; 
~;I!;(j'/(~y ;f/;/(ij / ,;/t i /0((;:;;/1/;;; rr.;/y?;(I/r/ 



~ t:: :::it e :::U\;==::::;:;tl!!:"::-::sn:: :::n e :a e :a C ::;1! r=::::r g: ::;1! e :a e ::::If~ 

U w ;~:;:;:;~::ap~ ~ 
~ l/llrancb CANADA N9 196385 ~ 

JLictnsc to ~;;;;:N~O~;~;~ A;;~;i;;~g ~;~~~:~~~92.... ~ 

~ n ........... , ...... : ......... (C'h;i';ti~~ .~~;;,~.; i~' f~li; .................................................. (S~'r'~~~~i'" ......... ................ " 

U is hereby licensed to operate a radio receiving equipment at U 
" ........... ....................... ........................................... ................................................................ " U (Street and number) U 

(Issued under the RadiutelelJraph .ict .• ,.Statutes 1913, Chapter 43.) 

~ 
~ ORIGINAL 

l 
To be handed 
to Licensee. 

g; ==g:: 

............................. (C'i~;:;; 'T:;~i"'"'''''''''''''' ..................................... (p;.;~i-';~~i"""·"·"··· ... ............ " 

This license to be in force from the day of the date hereof, until U 
31st day of March next, unless sooner forfeited. " 

Received the sum of one dollar ($1.00) license fee, this ....... , .... : ...... ·..... U 

~ 
~""'\ ~ 

'. ol?,&I!¥t}J,.;I!h*llr~a~BH m.~\I!l1iSYI/J.1ii$heries.J 
h",I\r~l ! Uf:;f:\.<i t:'~1-i n~f'{}...:.. ~ 

Coun tersigned .......... ·.· .... / ........ · .... ; .......... ........... . 
?--)]i'¥,,, .. ------------•..... 

~e ::;1!C ~c ~c ~e :aE 3: ~c == ~: ~ 

day of. ....................................................... A.D. 192.·:: .. .. 
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Survey Plan sho~ving Eossburn Flot:r i,;ill 

ROSSBt.lHN J:'LOVR MILL.S 
G. w. S p¢ornu!pn e Son. 

C,4P,4C/TY t 70 REUS. PGA? ':uM?URS 

~,G/ecfnc.G.aP. 
#GAr,SMC?rn li9 ISh7ri!' 
:4'7wgA?: sl-eHn7. 
FU£4:Wo~ 

llIIAl'i"I'l'OBA DEPAE'l'MEN'l' OF AGEIO'UL'l''UBE 

RECEIPT FOR EGGS OF CROWS OR MAGPIES, OR THE TAILS OF GOPHERS 
In cOllll:ection with Competitions ~ and E, 1925 

Fost Office ......... 7.Z?:..~c:::~ ............ ..2?2.~ ....................... : .............................................. . 
N0 2077 . SchOol District Number ..... /f.:~q:.:,{~. -::LLe.d::!/:.tY. ........... t!=/..::'2 ... 60. .... ........ . 

1&1. • . 1v--6 -"7 / ».t·77·~~J'±'::k-·· ... • I 
~ECEIVED from .......... ; .... )(. ...................... \:/:~ ........ ~ .. ..... k: .... ............................................................. the fOllOWingI 

lilt .................. ~:.= ....... v.. ............ crows' IUld Magpies' Eggs ............................. d2.r1J ............................ Gophers· 'l'aUs , 
(Number) (Number')' 

Z have destroyed the eggs which this receipt represents, and Z understand that the taUs of Gophers are to be delivered or 
sent to the Ohief Game Commissioner, according to instructions on the back of this receipt. I further certify that the person 
to whom this receipt is issued is a pupil of the school indicated h n, ani! that the said eggs and tails were presented to me 
not later than September 1st, 1925, and Z believe that the eggs we 1\ a,nd the gophers kUled in Manitoba • 

.................................................. 2;::.~;~« .. ··~:~~!.::2:?:h(;:: .. ~t; .......................................................... . 
. t' ",/ ?t2 .• ,,' .f· ""7 School Teacher 

...................................................... ./I.. ......... :<71...?!..~~:~J.: ... L.~ ...................................... . 
In the absence of any School Teacher in the district, the Teacher's Address 
School Secretary may sign instead on the line below: 

................................................................................................. ·· .. · .. ·· .. ······· .... · .. ····· .... ·· ...... ·S·cho·oi···SecrE;tary ...... 
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G.L.AAMSTRONG 
PHONE:: N 8.3Jl\ 

REFERENCE 

L. A WH ITTEN 

PHONE A 4000 

HE CRABBE" 
PHONE A 9887 

THE DOMINION BANK LIVE STOCK COMMISSION AGENTS 
OFFICE PHONE 

N 250' 

Nov. 24th., 1921. 

Dear Sirl 

With moderate recei~ts on this market and with a small 
percentage of choice butcher cattle in tIle offerings, our market 
here this week was steady to strong on choice handy weight butcher 
steers, heifers. and ,::ows. Ohoice quality export steers sold 
steady. but heavy half fat stGers ~nd all classes of light fleshed 
cattle are meeting a draggy sale. Stocker and feeder cattle of 
~ood quality met with a fair enquiry at steady prices. There were 
very few calves on the market rand a few choice light weight kind 
sold strong, but heavy kinds are just moving at steady prices. 

The hog market opened u-p steady at 9,OO.on Monday with 
a oouple of odd bunches selling at 9.25. Tuesday the market ad
vanced to 9.25 and held this price until today, when with a fair 
run, but with keen competition by all buyers, the market advanced 
to 9.50. We do not look for this price to hold as this advance is 
not warranted, and we would advise shippers to get in touch with 
the market ~hen handling hogs. 

Receipts of sheep and lambs were light this week and all 
good quality lots met a steady to firm demrund. 

The quotations for the week are a foilowsl 
BULLS STEERS 

Extra Ohoice Export 
Choice H~dy Weight 
Heavy half fat 
Coromon kind 

HEIFERS 
Choice butcher 
Fair to Good 
Ohoice stockers 

COWS 
Choice Butcher 
Fair to good 
Cutter 
Canner 
Choice springers 
Medium do 
STOCKERS & FEEDERS 
Choice Fleshy dehrnd 
Fair kind 
Choice Stockers 
COl!lmon 

4.50 
4.50 
3.00 
2.75 

to 
to 
to 
to 

5.25 
4.75 
3.50 
3.0C 

4.0C to 4~25 
3.25 to 3.75 
2.00 to 2.50 

3.00 
2.50 
2.00 
1.00 

40.00 
20.00 

to 3.50 
to 3.00 
to 2.25 
to 1. 50 
to 60.00 
to 55.00 

3.75 to 
3.00 to 
3.00 to 

4.00 
3.50 
3.25 
2.00 

Ohoice butcher 
Oommon & Med 

OXEl~ 
Ohoice 
Oommon 

Choice 
Ohoice 
Common 

& Med 
CALVES 

light 
Heavy 

2.00 to 2.50 
1.00 to 1. 50 

2.50 to 3.00 
1.50 to 2.00 

4.50 to 5.50 
3.50 to 4.00 

2.00 
SHEEP and LAMBS 

Choice lambs _7.50.1;g 
Ohoice Sheep 3.75 to 
Common 1.00 to 

HOGS 

8.25 
4.50 
2.00 

Selects 9.50. 
Heavies over 220 lbs 7.50 
Heavies over 250 lbs 6.50 
Heavies over 300 Ibs 4.50 
Lights 8.50 to 9.00 
Sows 3.00 to 4.00 
Stags 2.00 to 5.00 

For prompt and satisfactory res~lts consign your stock 
direct to u& or in our care and it ~ill receive pe~sonal attention 
from the members of our firm. Wire, phone or write for quotations 
1m;' time. 

Yours very truly, 

ARMSTRONG WHITTEN & CRABBE 
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INTi::REST AT 10 PER CENT. CHARGE:OON AL.L OVERDUE ACCOUNTS. 

/r 

1---.--, --

IN ACCOUNT 
WITH 
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@6----------------
IN ACCOUNT 
_. WITH .. W1LL1A:lVI 110 1\:1 1LL£11 , 

MANUFACTURER OF 

UNDERTAKING A SPECIALTY. 

HEARSE, COFFINS, ROBES, ETC., ALWAYS ON HAND. 

Accounts due when rendered. On rendered accounts 10 

No. D 1622 
WiNNiPEG, MAN., .................................. 192.0 ... . 

In Account With 

GRAIN COMMISSION DEPARTMENT 

United Grain Growers Limited 
PHONE AIB81 EASTERN DIVISION 

Date Sold Pro. Car No. Grade Net Bushels 

-1,:2''} i/./'"7· . 
. -.. -"-,~,~l-~--'!:::..~.;,~~ _" il'-"! t./ 

_c._ ... __ .. __ . ______ ... ___ J-~:~: ~; J~~~ ¥ 
i 

-.~. -I 
Adjustment 

... ") .. ,--~--" .. 
Freight, Weighing and Inspection 

'(As-pcr -att·Mhcd Expense Bill) 
Price 

'lI3o~~ht ~sis 
.;-..,;-~:, ;-.\O:-": •.... ~~ .. ~ 

@. Interest on ,Freight @ 7% 
'~---. -.. - .. ~ -~~~~'--'i'~_""1., ,~~w \-'"'"_~+ '''.'" ~ _" __ ,~_~" 

Spr<6ad between grades Terminal Storage, '·30th cent per bus. par day 
--', 

! Price 

Tickets Surrendered 

.-.-~-------.-----.. --- ··----------I .. ,~.u.~h.e ' .. 11 

Gross //c:?:F 
% Dockage 

Net I. 
II --

Screenings 
'-",' '" ,~,- -

E.&O.E. 

Commission 

Country Elevator Handling Charges 

Country Storage, '·30th cent per bus. per day" Days 
~-~~, -.--, '"~"'".~"-.,"'~" ". -

Lbs. Bank Charge for Remittance, t of 1 % 

Interest on advance at 7% 

Less Charges 

'Net Proceeds 

Ibs. Less Advance 

'<'«'.< ,<Elalanc~Due.'lou 
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P. B •...... ::_ ......... _._ .. __ . 

Store 

Prloe 

CheKIked by 

Amount 



Bought of . .. TERMS CASH 

R. PEDEN 
Bought of TERMS CASH 

R. PEO'EN 
Mlitn,~fa,etlur.'x of and DeaJer in Manufacturer of and DeaJer in 

Dressed Lumber 
,yo AUKinds9f Rough Dressed. Lumber 

,;; ••••••••••• :~; •••• ::'~.'.: ...................... c ................. . 

v.· .. ··········,······· .......... ·."; ...... ,,.·.· .. 
WIS:.:r~~~ $~~Ji:~ aoo .... co., LTD. 

,//;//'/1'/ ,:( 
/ ,-f,,;(, A;(~-/:~I'~ //17//7; /J)? , 

/:/:~~ 
" '-//.'~(.<.!./.~ J: 

u(/I ///?:'r/ // -:'f!, /':.-'<';Y,· p.1/ /~/: ... r'L ~ 
/-/~.ri./; .. ;~:",?<,M~~,~i:.: ~.O{·,;j·I' ./' .,/ t"t'~~ ,/f (/(1 _!'?J/> 

. r: 

.",;N) 
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