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FOREWORD 
History doesn It just happen. It is made by individ

uals. One individual can change the course of history, as 
Napoleon altered the history and the geography of Europe. 
Such changes can involve many people of a certain race or 
of more than one nation. 

In our own country it took m&ny people from Britian 
and many more from France. The struggles of French and 
British, one against the other, the later integration of the 
two, along with immigration from other countries and the 
assimilation of these immigrants into a still comparatively 
young nation; --these are some of the ingredients of which 
history is made. As Thomas Carlyle so aptly put it: 
"History is the essence of innumerable biographies. " 

When it was suggested by the 75th Anniversary Co-
0rdinating Committee that I should write a wcckly column 
for the local newspaper, in an effort to promote interest 
in the proposed 75th Birthday Celebration of the Town of 
Neepawa, I accepted the assignment as a duty which I 
owed to the district which had been "home" to me for most 
of my life. 

Aft.er completing upwards of forty columns, the 
same committee asked ifIwould consider writing a histor:\ 
of the Town of Neepawa and surro:.mding district. Such a 
history was an idea which has been recurring in my mind 
for a number of years. The district should be rich in his
tory. We should have a permanent museum as well. Why, 
then, did someone not get busy and write such a history? 

When I was approached I was reluctant to even en-
tertain the idea. Quite often these ideas seem good provided 
someone else carries them out. All thc ramifications of 
such a project were enormous; hours of research; count,.. 
less interviews; innumerable letter;; to people who might 
supply information; the sorting out of such information in 
an effort to mould an authentic and comprehensive whole. 
And the, of course, there was the little matter of ability; 
the ability to carry out such an undertaking and come up 
with something which the reading public might find 



acceptable. 

So we compromised. I consented to bend my humble 
efforts towards the creating of a brief outline of Neepawa's 
history, from the time the first settlers arrived in the 
district until the present. It might serve as a souvenir 
booklet to some of those former residents of the town who 
are still Neepawa-minded. And there are many such. It 
might prove of some benefit to the historian of the future 
who will write that full and comprehensive history of our 
town. Sooner or later somelJ.ody will do just that. 

--
The material contained in this book is based, 

primarily, on information supplied by many residents and 
former residents of Neepawa and district, who so kindly 
gave of their time and knowledge; from books and documents 
made available by the Provincial Librarian and the Pro
vincial Archivist; from "The Story of Beautiful Plains", 
a fine thesis by a former Neepawa girl, the late Mrs. Irene 
(Kellington) Richards; from the many people who were 
willing to talk to me and who wrote biographical sketches 
of their families, and to those who offered encouragement 
and kindly criticism, and to whom much of the credit is 
due. 

In writing this condensed story of N eepawa and 
surrounding districts, an attempt has been made to select 
incidents which seemed to weave a pattern in the general 
course of events. Doubtless, many names and happenings 
of the past seventy-five years have been unintentionally 
overlooked. In a number of cases authentic information 
was difficult to obtain; time was all too short and research 
difficult. 

I am deeply grateful to the many people who so kindly 
helped with data and stories. To name them all would be 
extremely difficult. To each and everyone of them, my . 
sincere thanks; and last, but not the least of these, to my 
wife, without whose faith and inspiration this book would 
not have been written. 

So, in all humility, and with the hope that it may 
provide some entertainment, we present 

"NEEPAWA, Land of Plenty". 

.k.llle 1, 1958 A.F.M .. 
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The story of Ncepawa) IlOW celebrating its 75th 
Anniversary) is the story of a pioneering people. 

In the following pagc:s you will find a brief but in
tensclyintercstingaccmmtof much of Neepa\va's 75-year 
background. As this is primarily a sO:J.vcnir booklet, its 
emphasis has been laid on the events and people of earlier 
years. Those in charge of arrangements for the 75th. 
Celebrations arc most grateful to the author, Mr. A. F. 
(Dick) McKenzic, for the splendid record which hc has 
been able (0 dcvelop in the short time at his disposal. 
H~re is a story close to the hearts of all Nccpawa folk. 
and told in most palatable form. We congratulate Mr. 
McKenzie most stncerely and commend this booklet (0 

you. 

The author, in his acknowledgments, has pointed 
out that it has not been possible to use nearly all of the 
material with which he has been so l<indly supplied by the 
many interested folk of the district. The omission of 
a name or an incident here and there, though regrettable. 
is, of necessity, unavoidable. We know lhat you will 
understand. 

Neepawa, with a bulwari.;: of 75 years of growth and 
development behind it, will, I am sure, forge on to bigger 
and bettcr things in the years to corne. We, the citizens 
today! hold the key to continued progress. 

June 1, 1958. Mayor of Neepawa. 



CONTENTS 
Author's Foreward ............ " 1 
Title Page. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .• 4 
An Appreciation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5 
Contents. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 6 
Chapter I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 7 

Some Background 
Chapter n. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 12 

The Virgin Soil Uplieaving 
Chapter ill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 19 

Neepawa, Land of Plenty 
Chapter IV . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 24 

They Started It 
Chapter V. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 44 

We Haven't stood Still 
Chapter VI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 52 

The Religious Aspect 
Chapter vn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 61 

Beautiful Plains Agricultural Society 
Chapter Vill ................ " 70 

The Salt Industry 
Chapter IX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 71 

Politics Down the Years 
Chapter X. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 76 

The Sporting Scene 
Chapter XI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 97 

The Hospitals 
Chapter xn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 99 

The Municipalities 
Chapter Xill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123 

First Livery-Stable Strike 
Chapter XIV . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125 

Well-Remembered 
Chapter XV ... '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 131 

The SOCial Whirl 
Chapter XVI .......... : ....... 133 

Bits and Pieces 
Chapter xvn .................. 138 

L'Envoi 
Former Mayors of Neepawa ........ 141 
Commemoration ................ 142 



CHAPTER 

* Some Background 
All our past acclaims our future - Swinburne. 

Although the known history of N eepawa and surround
ing district only goes bacl;: some 90 year.s, white men were 
exploring what is now the nort~rn boundary of Manitoba 
as early as 1576. In that year Martin Frobisher made the 
first search for the North':'West Passage. 

Thirty-four years later, 1610, Henry Hudson, the 
master of the "Discovery", best remembered of all the 
master mariners who searched for a water passage to the 
Far East, sailed into Hudson Bay and explored its shores. 
Here, in the bay which bears his name, he met a tragic 
fate. Here, in one of the most sordid episodes in marine 
history, Hudson, his young son, and seven of his crew 
were marooned by his mutinous sailors and left to die. 

Some time after the fateful voyage of Henry Hudson, 
Sir Thomas Button, commanding the "Resolution", made 
further explorations in the Bay. Among those of his crew 
who died from intense cold and exposure was his sailing
master, Francis Nelson, whose monument is the large 
river which bears his name. 

IIi 1619, Captain Jens Munck, out of Copenhagen, ran 
into disaster in attempting to. winter in the Bay, at a point 
which is now Churchill. A hundred years later, Captain 
James Knight told of finding "---in the Mudd A Great Gun 
lying a Goodway of on the flatts. The Gun is a 12-pounder, 
without Doubt it was a very great Ship as was lost here, 
by its haveing such Great GUns. " 

Captain Luke Foxe and Captain Thomas James, in 
voyages of discovery, also endured many hardships in their 
attempt to find a ''North West Passage to the great South 
Sea that washed the shores of Cathay. " They failed in their 
quest but succeeded in exploring the extreme northeast 
section of what was to become, over two and a half centuries· 
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later, the Province of Manitoba. 

So much for the Bay. For a number 9f years suc
ceeding these voyages not much interest was shown in 
further exploration of this large body of water. Then two 
French fur-traders from Canada, Pierre Esprit Radisson 
and Medard Chouart Groseilliers, brought strange tales 
to Court. In 1668, under orders of King Charles II, an 
expedition was sent to trad€l-..with the Indians for furs. 

In 1670, a charter was granted to "The Governor 
and Company of Adventurers of England trading into Hud
son's Bay." The authority took in "all those Seas that lie 
within the Entrance of the Streights commonly called Hud
son's Streights, together with all the Land and Territories 
upon the Countries, Coasts and Confines of the Seas ·afore
said-----. " 

The territory was large and indicated the passing of 
exploration from the sea-captains to traders and adven
turers by land. The new Company's policy was to establish 
forts or factories at sites on the coast of the Bay which 
would be easily accessible for the Indians bringing in furs 
for trade. 

Among those who accompanied the construction party 
to Churchill was a young man named Henry Kelsey, who 
has been called the "Discoverer of Canadian Prairies. '.'. 
He had set out from York Factory in 1691, returning a year 
later. He was the first white man to explore in the vicinity 
of what is now the town of Swan River. He also set up camp 
near the future location of The Pas. 

In 1738, La Verendrye, with his sons and nephew, 
passed down the Winnipeg River from the Lake ofthe Woods, 
and visited the sites of Winnipeg and Portage la Prairie, 
and from there proceeded westward. La Verendrye was the 
first white man to reach the site of Winnipeg. 

Succeeding years found the Hudson's Bay Company. 
encountering keen competition in the fur trade. There was 
the North-West Company, .of Montreal, organized in 1774; 
and in 1798, the "X. Y." Company. These two amalgamated 
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about 1805. The Americans had also come in with the Mac
kinaw Company, and in 1809 John Jacob Astor's famous 
South-West Company entered the field. The struggle for 
supremacy was tremendous, the competition and jealousy 
intense; and the peregrinations of the fur-traders have 
supplied the basis of many stories of Northern Manitoba, 
both factual and.fictional. 

The first actual attempt at settlement on Manitoba 
soil was in 1670, but was unsuccessful. There is evidence, 
however, that the oldest continuously cultivated land was 
on the south shore of the Winnipeg River. 

THE SELKIRK SETTLERS 

The pioneer of colonization in Manitoba was Lord 
Selkirk, a proud and independent man, stern in determina
tion, vigorous and enthusiastic in policy. Having been fairly 
successful in Prince Edward Island, but failing to create 
interest in settling a large estate which he had bought in 
Upper Canada, he turned his eyes and his hopes westward. 

In 1811, he purchased a large interest in the Hudson's 
Bay Company, at the same time acquiring, by grant, 116,000 
square miles of territory on condition that he would estab-
lish a colony and furnish the Company with laborers as 
required. To all intents and purposes this was the founding 
of the Province of Manitoba. 

A ship-load of the Duchess of Sutherland's tenants 
was brought out to the junction of the Red and Assiniboine 
Rivers where the City of Winnipeg now stands. In the years 
that followed, these colonists and later arrivals were forced 
to undergo much ·suffering. A number of them were killed 
by an armed band of Nor'-Westers; they had to endure 
exceptional cold, floods and famine; they were besieged I by a unique plague of grasshoppers which extended over 
two years. 

Eventually, the· determination of Lord· Selkirk and 
the colonists prevailed; and before he died in 1820 he could 
see that success was attainable. However, after so many 
set-backs and hardships, created alike by man and nature, 
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itwas doubtful if Lord Selkirk's faith and optimism was to 
be justified. It would have been a matter of doubt if the 
Father of Manitoba could have anticipated the vast golden 
wheatlands of the future; the penetrating whistle of the 
"iron horse" speeding on its ribbon of iron from east to 
westover the wilderness of his time; the stream of traffic 
over the highways of the future; the countless farms which 
would one day dot the prairi~; the busy little towns and 
villages which were to service these tillers of the soil; 
and the bustle and roar of traffic in a large city where he 
had sheltered in their humble huts the first shivering set
tlers on the banks of the Red River. 

It was to be many years before settlers infiltrated 
the areas which, due to the crude means of transportation, 
were considered a considerable distance away from the 
new settlement. Neepawa, in the centre of The Beautiful 
Plains, was much more than a scant two and a half hours 
from the confluence of the Assiniboine and the R?d. But of 
course there was no Neepawa at that time. It was to be 
half a century before the immigratIon of white people to 
this area; and upwards of six decades following the death 
of Lord Selkirk before Neepawa came into being. 

WHY "NEEPAWA"? 

Many place names in the Canadian west are of Indian 
derivation, our town and province being no exceptions. 

"NEEPAWA" comes from the language of the Crees 
and signifies "plenty" or "abundance". Thus, the town 
adopted as its emblem the Cornucopia, full to overflowing 
with the fruits of the earth. The word "Manitoba" iEi a com
bination of two Indian words, "Manitou"--the Great Spirit, 
and "waba", the narrows of Lake Manitoba. It has also 
been translated as "The Great Spirit's Voice, " probably 
reminiscent of the roar of the ocean-like surf on Lake 
Winnipeg. 

Those persons who were responsible for choosing 
the location of Neepawa made a fortunate choice. Situated 
ona plateau overlooking a valley to the east and south, the 
land rises northwest of the town to form the south slope of 
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the Riding Mountain, which contains the beautiful Riding 
Mountain National Park. In this area the soils range from 
grey-wooded in the higher areas, developed under forest; 
grey-black soil at the intermediate levels; and north black 
earth at the lower slopes. * 

In the valley to the southeast of Neepawa the Boggy 
and Stoney Creeks merge to forffi the White Mud River 
which empties into Lake Manitoba. From the Arden area 
to the southeast "Sand Hills" soils range from clay loam 
modified by lake drift to sandy deposits. . 

Fertile soil extends in all directions from Neepawa, 
and ever since the time of the first settlers the area has 
been an important wheat-growing region. At one time much 
of it was covered by water formed by the melting of ice 
duringthe~astglacialperiod. Over 12,000 years ago, some 
110,000 square miles, with a maximum length of 700 miles 
and a width of more than 250 miles, was a huge body of 
water, later (1879) named Lake Agassiz in memory of Louis 
Agassiz, a Swiss scientist and educator who exerted wide 
influence in the U. S. as a member of the faculty of Harvard 
University, where he made important contributions in the 
field of geology and biology. 

Lake Agassiz is now represented by Lakes Winnipeg, 
Manitoba and Winnipegosis, and the Red River valley of 
NW Minnesota, NE North Dakota and Manitoba. It was re
duced to its present proportions by the complete withdrawal 
of the ice, which allowed the excess water to run off into 
Hudson Bay. 

In succeeding years the Arden Ridge probably became 
a western shore or huge sandbar of the former . Lake 
Agassiz. Its sand and gravel formation and its elevation 
above the area on either side lends credence to the belief· 
that the Ridge was once a shore line. 

*J. H. Ellis, Professor of Soils, U. of M. 



CHAPTER 

* 
II. 

The Virgin 
Upheaving 

Soil 

We primeval forests felling, 
We the rivers stemming, vexing we and piercing deep the 
mines within, --
We the sur face broad surveying, we the virgin soil upheaving, 

Pioneers! 0 pioneers! 

(Walt Whitman--"Leaves of Grass") 

When one considers Neepawa and district, one natur
ally thinks of areas adjacent to the town. There come to 
mind names such as Inkerman, Union, Dumfries, Oakdale, 

. Glendale, Mentmore, Stoney Creek, Osprey, Gordon, Salis
bury, Arden, Orange Ridge, Acton, Eden, Birnie, Mountain 
View, Iroquois, Springhill, Bridge Creek and Franklin, 
to name a few. Some district names may have been inad
vertently overlooked; some are not now frequently used; 
and others may have had name changes. 

One realizes, too, that the observance of "Neepawa's 
75th Birthday" has wider implications than the phrase would 
signify. In other words, Neepawa residents and former 
residents know full well that they live or have lived in one 
ofthe best towns in the west. At the same time they appre
ciate the fact that without a fine rural population on all 
sides, men and women of faith, industry and integrity, the 
Town of Neepawa would not be such a good town. 

While Manitoba has an enviable history, and has the 
distinction of having been under one flag longer, second to 
Newfoundland, than any other spot on the North American 
Continent, so citizens and former citizens of the Neepawa 
district are proud to have made their contribution to such 
a history. While the British flag has flown over what is 
now Manitoba since early in the 17th Century, it was to be 
some 250 years before the first settlers were to arrive in 
this part of the country. 
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For a number of years after the founding of the Selkirk 
Colony, settlement had been restricted to comparatively 
narrow strips on either side of the Reel and Assiniboine 
Rivers in the region of Fort Garry. Here plenty of wood 
and water was available; but the settlers feared that the 
supply of food in the hinterland might be so scarce as to 
preclude the advisability of getting too far from the original 
river settlement. A few settlers had got as far ~as Portage 
la Prairie, and in 1858 had establ.ished a fishing station at 
the mouth of the White Mud River, just off the north section 
of the Carleton Trail. They named the place Westbourne. 

Reluctantas they were to leave the river strips, and 
with the firm belief that cultivation of the plains was im
possible, the settlers did prove that the Red River valley, 
both north and south of the border, was a wheat-growing 
country. Interest in the idea grew in both Upper and Lower 
Canada. A "Manitoba Fever" gripped the easterners, with 
the result that there was a large influx of immigrants, 
40,000 or more, in the years 1876 to 1881. 

Even before this period a few intrepid souls had left 
the eastern townships to face the unknown west. One such 
was a man whom Grant MacEwan has called "The First 
Bonanza Farmer." Perhaps other settlers suffered as many 
hardships, worked as hard, and achieved much in their 
own right. This man with the dynamic personality may ·have 
been a symbol of what was to f.ollow. It is fitting, therefor, 
that he be the first to appear on stage of our story. 

Paul Bunyan, that mythical figure of the American 
Northwest, has been the subject of many tall tales. It has 
been said that he was so big and strong that when he dragged 
his axe the Grand Canyon was formed, while his fabled 
Blue Ox measured "four feet between the eyes. " 

In our own district there lived a real flesh-and-blood 
man, a man who was the prmcipal character in many stories 
that have been told, but not too often recorded. He has been 
referred to as "The Fabulous Scot" although he was born 
near Guelph, Ontario, on March 22, 1848. His name was. 
Adam McKenzie. 
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Kenneth McKenzie, Adam's father, left his Ontario 
home to make a scouting trip to Manitoba in 1865, but Adam 
did not appear on the scene until 1867, the year of Confed
eration. From thattime on, for fifty years or more, he was 
to make, history. By his enormous drive, his capacity for 
hard work, his innate honesty and his commanding person
ality, he carved a niche in the hearts and memories of his 
contemporaries that can never be erased. Indeed, his name 
is frequently mentioned, with;awe and admiration, by people 
who never knew him personally. 

At the time the McKenzies arrived in that part of the 
west which was later to be known as the Province of Man
itoba a settler could claim all the land he could plough 
around in one day, from sunrise to sunset, with a yoke of 
oxen. When young Adam arrived from the east he found a 
squatter on the land which had already been claimed in his 
name. He could have taken possession and evicted the 
squatter; but that wasn't Adam's way. He merely said, 
"This is too big a country to quarrel over a bit of land. 
Let them have it. " 

So young McKenzie left the region of Rat Creek (Burn
side) and headed further west. He liked the look of the land 
when he arrived at the Arden Ridge, so he selected three 
sections just south of where Arden now stands. Eventually, 
he accumulated 14,000 acres, much of which, about ten 
sections, was at Oberon, known. then as the Carberry or 
Big Plains. 

A fair sized gang of men was required to work all 
this land, and about this particular time Adam McKenzie 
employed about twenty. Jack Ritchey was the foreman,and 
under his capable supervision were Tom and Josh Ritchey, 
Bob Chatwin and two brothers, Steve Orton, Arthur Kilburn, 
Bob McConnell, John, Jock and Pete Alexander, Jim Single
ton, . Jack Scribbler, John Stewart, George Bowman and 
Harry Bowe. Many of these men bought farms from the 
McKenzie holdings and descendents still live in the district. 

The Municipality of Lansdowne was not organized at 
this time, but on or near the present site of Arden there 
was a Government .Depot, occupied by land surveyors. 
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Adam's son, Tom, now a resident of Barrie, Ontario, says; 
"The surveyors' team of horses went astray. After looking 
unsuccessfully for several days, they approached my father, 
offering him pay to find them. Having an uncanny instinct 
for finding stray animals, he started out early in the morn
ing on horse-back. By noon he had the team back, finding 
them near Gladstone, 15 miles away. " 

Adam worked with the surveyors that summer and 
had a wonderful opportunity of seeing and appraising the 
land in various parts of the district. It is said of him that 
he could step off a mile, and when it was measured by 
chain, . he would not be out more than two or three yards 
in his calculations. 

About the second crop of wheat that Adam McKenzie 
grew was hauled from his holdings at Arden to a grist mill 
at Gladstone, some 17 miles distant, where it was gristed 
into flour. Having heard that flour was commanding a high 
price at Edmonton, the young settler, to whom such a 
prospect was merely another challenge to be accepted and 
overcome, loaded 32 carts, 20 sacks to a cart, two oxen 
as the motive power to each cart, and started over the Old 
Indian 'Trail for Edmonton, 900 miles distant. It was a 

, very wet summer, and consequently the country was infested 
with mosquitoes. It took some two months to complete the 
journey. 

Flour was selling at $25 a sack at Edmonton, but 
Adam was not the man to peddle it piece by piece. His 
thinking and his methods were along wholesale lines. So 
he contacted the Catholic Mission and sold his whole ship
ment for $20 a sack. On his return to Manitoba, he took 
the $12, 800 thus obtained and scripped all the land he could 
get at $2 an acre. By this time he was known as "Manitoba's 
Wheat King." His nephew, the late Morgan May, used to 
say, "All Uncle Adam wanted was just the land next his 
own. " 

After inspecting the land around Edmonton, Adam 
almost decided to settle there. "Who knows," son Tom 
says; "if he had, there might have been a dozen oil wells 
on· the property now. " He sold all his oxen for beef; all, 
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that is, except one yoke and a cart to bring the hired hands 
back to Manitoba. He bought a span of 3-year-old unbroken 
mules, hitched them to a buckboard and drove the 900 miles 
in six days. The mules were so wild that he didn't unhitch 
them for two days; then tethered them with long lariats, 
never taking the harness off all the way. On the way west 
it took a day and a half to get the carts through one slough 
or small lake. Before reaching the same spot on the return 
journey buffaloes had drunk the~slough dry and the crossing 
was made without incident. 

Many stories have been told about Adam and his ex
periences in western Canada, such as the one about him 
buying baok one of his own quarter sections at a tax sale. 

Adam was an early riser, his day being from daylight 
to dark, and usually longer. Each and everyone of his 
gang of men was expected to be up and on the job as soon 
as the boss. One morning before dawn Adam missed one 
of the hired hands. Going to the man's sleeping quarters 
he pulled back the bed clothes and administered the palm 
of his hand to that part of the man's anatomy customarily 

. reserved for the operation of spanking. Imagine his -sur
prise and chagrin when Adam found that he had spanked the 
local preacher who had spent the night at the McKenzie 
home and had been assigned to the bed usually occupied by 
one of the help! 

One winter he had been hauling wheat to Carberry, 
with eight or ten sleighs, to the elevator of the late G. B. 
Murphy, later a member of the Winnipeg Grain Exchange. 
One day he ·had one load emptied into the hopper. Grain 
was all in bags at that time. Mr. Murphy came along and 
said, "Adam, I'm sorry, but the market is bad. I'll have 
to cut you down from 45 cents to forty." "That is too cheap," 
replied Adam. So he told his men to get in the hopper and 
bag the wheat up. "You might as well leave that load," sald 
Murphy. But that was not the McKenzie way .. "No, by 
hedgers," he countered; "you can't have that goodish wheat 
that cheap. " So the ten loads were hauled home sixteen 
miles and emptied into the granary. The next summer he· 
took ten or tWelve wagons of the same wheat to Carberry. 
He was driving past Murphy's elevator when Murphy came 
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out and asked Adam where he was going. He was told that 
the wheat was being taken to another elevator. There were 
seven in Carberry then. "But I have always bought your 
grain," Murphy said. "Oh," Adam answered, "I have some 
ofthatdirty wheat you didna want last winter at 45 cents. " 
So he let Murphy have it for· 90 cents a bushel. The price 
of wheat had gone up. He enjoyed twitting Murphy about it 
later, but the latter, being an Irishman with a sense of 
humor, enjoyed the joke on himself. 

A big man, physically, Adam McKenzie was apparently 
impervious to the ravages of heat and cold; and probably 
no man .in the early history of the west had to face more 
howling blizzards or extreme sub-zero weather than he 
did. Joshua Ritchie, known as Klondike Josh, told of one 
winter when he was helping Adam haul oats from Arden to 
Shoal Lake. It was February and fifty below; and when they 
reached Minnedosa Josh announced that he couldn't continue. 
His face was painfully frozen. "All right, " said Adam; 
"you wait at the hotel. " He went on alone with four teams 
and· sleighs. They used trail teams in those days, with 
out-drivers. He went on, unloaded the oats and picked Josh 
up next day on the way back: 

The late Robert Davidson told years ago of his first 
meeting with Adam McKenzie. There were several families 
coming from Ontario via the U. S. A. Adam caught up with 
them on the road, while he was bringing in a hundred head 
of cattle from Minnesota; and with his engaging smile he 
said, "Iseeyouhave sOme brains with you. You'll be need
ing some milk. I have cows with calves. If you like to milk 
them you can have all the milk you want. " The cows had 
never been hand-milked and were as wild as deer. "If you 
can't lasso them," Adam continued, "I can, and milk them 
too. " 

They travelled together for several weeks and Adam 
took them to his ranch at Oberon. He helped them to locate 
afarm, the farm where Robert Davidson, Jr., now resides, 
south of Neepawa. 

Adam McKenzie was an astute business man, but not 
one to exact his pound of flesh. He was well established 
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before the influx of settlers in the late 70 's, and he soid . 
them oxen, horses, hogs, seed grain and many other com
modities. Although the current rate on interest at that time 
was 8 per cent, Adam charged six; and when notes owing 
to him were paid at maturity he always knocked off the in
terest. When his family remonstrated with him for losing 
so much interest, he said, "Man, I wouldn't like to pay 
that dirty interest myself. " In buying, he always paid cash. 

He was the first farmer in Manitoba to purchase 12 
8-foot Deering binders, the deal being transacted through 
William Wigmore, of Neepawa. The Farmers' Advocate 
sent a photographer from Winnipeg to take pictures of the 
binders at work in the field. 

Adam liked his men strong and spirited and his horses 
the same. He handled many "bronks" which were brought 
into Manitoba from the west by Dan Hamilton, another of 
Neepawa's early and colorful citizens. Adam could always 
handle the bad ones. He liked them that way. When the Mc
Kenzie interests began raising stock on a large scale, 
many of the pigs were sold to Fat Burns, in the late 80's 
a buyer in the Minnedosa area. From this start Burns 
founded the largest packing industry in the west. He later 
became a member of the Canadian Senate. 

In 1905 Adam McKenzie retired and moved to Victoria, 
B. C., but he soon tired of the inactivity of city life. With· 
the heart of a pioneer and the spirit of adventure still strong 
within him, he went to Cuba. Here he accumulated 37,000 
acres of land, 1,000 head of cattle and 300 horses. 

When his health began to fail he returned to his be
loved Manitoba, the scene of his early adventures and con
quests. He passed away on October 28, 1926, and was 
buried beside his parents in the little cemetery at Burnside. 

Thus ended the career of "The Fabulous Scot," Adam 
McKenzie, a big man in every sense of the word. Pioneer, 
dauntless adventurer, solid citizen, he left a record of 
achievement which few have equalled and none have excelled. 
His name occupied a prominent place in the history of this 
part of Manitoba. 



III. CHAPTER 

* Neepawa, Land of 'Plenty 

A land of labour but of sur.§Jeward. -- William Kirby. 

The Crees referred to the district as "Neepawa" 
because to them it represented "abundance"; abundance of 
water, fuel and game. And so it was only natural that the 
town which was to become the chief trading centre for a 
large area should be called "Neepawa". 

Though Manitoba is usually referrecl to as one of, the 
Prairie Provinces, the term is somewhat of a misnomer 
when one compares it with the Province of Saskatchewan. 
Most of the country surrounding Neepawa was covered with 
scrub when the first settlers arrived. There were many 
poplar bluffs, and along the waterways there were heaviEir 
stands of timber. For this reason it is probable that the 
first settlers were reluctant to enter this area. Strictly 
prairie land looked easier to cultivate; but as the home
steads east and west were taken up, more attention was 
paid to this part of the province which many had avoided. 
Once the start was made, settlers came in rapidly. Much 
of the land was hard to break, but once broken up it proved 
fertile. The work was hard but the ultimate result was 
gratifying. Today, we may point, with pardonable pride, 
to the fact that these beautiful plains which surround our 
town take second place to no other district in the fertile 
Province of Manitoba. Though the district has had minor 
set-backs over an SO-year period, what with early frosts, 
drought, hail, grasshoppers, and all the other ills with 
which the farmer is plagued, the advance has been steady. 
And as the farmers in the various districts surrounding 
the town continued to progress, so the town kept pace. In 
its 75-year history Neepawa has slowly but steadily ad-

.vanced; nothing spectacular, but a steady advance. Its 
geographic location, its fertile soil and its civic pride 
have made it one of the best towns in western Canada. 
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From records which have been made available---
and, unfortunately, all too little information has been re
corded----it would appear that the earliest settlers to 
arrive in the immediate vicinity of Neepawa were the 
Grahams. In June, 1877, John Graham took up land a mile 
east of Neepawa, immediately east of where the Hydro in
stallation is .. located. Peter Graham settled immediately 
north, just across the present No.4 Highway. Thomas 
Graham settled close by, whil8'<fames Graham built his 
house on the land which today is Riverside Cemetery. Here, 
on his own homestead, James Graham died and is the first 
recorded burial in Riverside. 

The late Fred L. Davis is authority for the state
ment that Mr. and Mrs. James Graham lived on this 
property for two years. A post office was opened and was 
given the name "Clydesdale" by Mrs. Graham. 

While the trek of the Grahams from Ontario to Man
itoba was not unlike the journey of many more who came 
from the east, the late Alex Graham's brief but graphic. 
story of the adventure is worthy of repetition. 

"A colony of us, about thirty in all, "Mr. Graham 
wrote, "left Listowel, Ontario, May 28, 1877, for the 
Northwest; fourteen Grahams--my grandfather, aged 99 
and grandmother, 101 (!), two uncles, Peter and Thomas, 
my father and mother, with family; I being the second 
oldest, was 14 at the time. " 

They went by train to Kincardine, thence by boat to 
Duluth; again by train to Fisher's Landing where they 
embarked on a Red River boat. The boat was only for 
passengers, so some of the men had to take the ten head 
of horses and the wagons" by Grand Forks and Pembina, 
arriving about a week behind the first party. 

"Before leaving Winnipeg," continued Mr. Graham, 
"the men held a sort of council and appointed my uncle 
Peter guide and foreman. What he said went with "every
one. Then they set out with four horses on a wagon to 
hunt land farther west. Getting as far as Snake Creek, 
they couldn't get across, so Hector and Archie McLean, 
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Robert Coulter, D. and Wm. Gill, Jacob Cathers and Wm. 
Lindsay picl<ed land between Arden Ridge and Snake Creek. 

"Our folks didn't get land on this trip. My uncle said 
they would go back to Winnipeg for the women and children 
and go farther west; so they made entry for their home
steads at Portage la Prairie. We left Winnipeg on July 11 
with four wagons and eight head of cattle. The water was 
terrible all the way to Westbourn:e.; and when we arrived 
there we couldn't cross the river, the bridge being gone. 
This spot was then known as First Crossing; Woodside 
was Second Crossing and Palestine (Gladstone) was Third 
Crossing., 

"They told us we would have to go down the river to 
Totogan, there being a pole bridge there; so we camped 
at Westbourne for the night, leaving early in the morning 
to drive the twelve miles to the bridge. After crossing, 
we got stuck in a big slough. A halfbreed came along on a 
pony and told us we were on the wrong trail and would 
have to go back to the river. 

"So they hitched four horses on the back end of the. 
head wagon with a long chain, the horses started with a 
rush and the front wheels of the wagon cramped, upset
ting it, and throwing Mrs. Hector McLean and her baby, 
also my aunt, along with three sacks of flour, three 
trunks, a stove and all their bedding, out into over three 
feet of water. The mother could not get out, there being 
a sack of flour on her feet; so she held the baby up at 
arms' length until help got to her. We camped right there 
for the night. We got back to Westbourne next day and 
camped again. We got only the width of the river farther 
west in two days. 

"Next morning we got to Woodside. The White Mud 
was very high there too, but George and Robert Little had 
a ferry made out of dry rails that would carry a small 
load; so we took the wagons apart but could only take part 
of a wagon at a trip, thus making progress very slow. The 
horses fu'ld cattle had to swim across. 

"We camped there for the night. Next 'day we got 
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along fine, had no trouble and got to Gladstone where there 
: was a fairly good bridge. We crossed and ca.,wped again. 
; Next morning we made the foot of the Arden Ridge, still 
, close to the White Mud River. We camped again and next 

day we passed the police barracks, where Arden now stands 
Wewere getting closer to the homesteads. 

"We first came to HectQ,[ McLean's, where we camp
ed, sorted out their belongings and left them close to the 
trail. One mile west we came to Robert Coulter's, and 
unloading their belongings, we drove another mile to D. 
and Wm. Gill's, unloading again. We camped for the night 
at Snake Creek, the William Millar place. 

"Next morning we headed up the cart trail west, not 
knowing how far we were going. Finally, we came to the 
ridge just east of where Mountain View School was to be 
built later. My uncle stopped and said to father, 'It looks 
good to the south. ' They wanted wood and water, so we 
left the Saskatchewan Trail and went south, camping for 
a week where Neepawa now stands. 

"Locating on sections 27 and 34, Tp. 14, R. 15, we 
moved our camp to the north half of section 34. The 
grubstake was low by' this time, so we unloaded two.wagons .. 
My two uncles and my brother, James, started back to 
Winnipeg for my supplies, and also to pick up my grand
parents whom we had left with one of their granddaughters,' 
Mrs. D. Beggs, twenty miles east of Winnipeg. She was a 
sister of the late Peter Mitchell, long-time resident of 
Neepawa. 

"My father and I started getting out logs for a house. 
After about three weeks, Illy uncles returned with my 
grandparents. We took a covered wagon-box, laid it down 
on blocks of timber and my grandparents slept in it until 
the 15th of November, when we had the house ready. ' 

"But my dear old grandfather did not live long. He 
died on Dec. 18, 1877, and was buried on his own home
stead, now Riverside Cemetery. I was one of the first to . 
help dig a grave in that cemetery. " 



The first carload of automobiles brought to Neepawa by 
John Crawford, in 1908. The boy sitting at the wheel, 

, third car from left, later became Air Vice·Marshal "Bun" 
Shearer, of the Royal Flying Corps, in World War I. 



CHAPTER 

"* 
i V. 

T'hey Started It 
After the passage of many years, even members of 

the same family are not too clear on dates. Events gain a 
new twist after the story has been told many times. The 
hero might even become the villain. In the many letters 
and stories received by this historian, and during numer
our interviews, discrepancies have appeared, The veracity 
of the teller is not questioned, but often the memory plays 
tricks. Many people who might have valuable iniormation 
are, for some reason or other, backward about offering it. 
Others offer much which is not always relevant to the 
matter in question. Thus, the problem is to separate the 
wheat from the chaff, ,..--and retain the grain. 

To all intents and purposes, Neepawa dates from 
the year 1880, three years after the arrival of the Gra
hams. It had its birth on land originally homesteaded by 
Andrew Baker, who erected the first building in the vicin
ity of the pres,ent United Church. 

Meanwhile, at Palestine, some twenty miles to the 
east, were two men who were to playa big part in the 
foundation and the early growth of Neepawa. They were 
John A. Davidson and Johnathan J. Hamilton. 

The Davidsons had settled in Palestine in 1873-. J. J. 
Hamilton, at the age of 22, had arrived in Manitoba a year 
earlier from Perth County, Ontario. He joined the North 
West Mounted Police the following year and went west with 
the first contingent, where he helped build a barracks and 
stockade at a place with the picturesque name of Old Man's 
Bottom, later to be known as Fort McLeod. After serving 
stints at the confluence of the Bow and Elbow Rivers, 
where Calgary is now located, and at Fort Saskatchewan, 
some eighteen miles below Edmonton, he received his 
discharge and returned to Manitoba. 



Page 25 NEEPAWA, Land of Plenty 

Here, he secured the position of treasurer and col
lector for the first municipal council formed at Westbourne. 
He also built the first bridge over the White Mud River at 
this spot. Not long after this he entered into partnership 
with John A. David;;on, buying out the business of the Han. 
C. P. Brown, at Gladstone. 

Moving to Neepawa in 1880, tne two young business 
men secured the south half of 33-14-15; also the north 
half of 33 from Andrew Baker, and from A. Buchanan, the 
north half of 28. They had a survey made and a plan of 
the future tOViIl drawn up, built a hotel, a steam flour mill 
and a blacksmith shop, and Neepawa was on its way to 
becoming a popular business centre. 

Not long after Britain, in July, 1870, had transferred 
the vast western Prairies to Canada, the Canadian Govern
ment had visions of a Transcontinental Railway. At that 
time, Sir Charles Tupper, a member of the Cabinet, said: 
.... "that the Pacific Railway would form an Imperial 
Highway across the Continent of America entirely on Brit
ish soil; ---would form a new and important route from 
England to Australia; ---and thus build up flourishing Col
onies on British soil, instead of directing a stream" of 
emigration from England to foreign countries. " 

With "Transcontinental Fever" gripping the country, 
it is easy to understand that Davidson and Hamilton con
cluded that their future lay to the west. 

A trial survey for the main line of the C. P. R. was 
made in 1880. It was expected that one station would be at 
Boggy Creek and another at Spring Creek in Glendale. In. 
fact, so much speculation and political maneuvering was 
indulged in, that a townsite was laid out at Grand Valley, 
two miles east of the present City of Brandon. Early set
tlers and speculators had visions of Grand Valley becom
ing the "Wheat City" of the future. Residents of Rapid 
City, too, had surveyed and laid out a large townsite, firm 
in the belief that the main line would pass through that 
town. Grand Valley became a ghost town and Rapid City 
never did come up to the fond hopes of the first residents. 

1 " 
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It was much the same problem with the future Neepawa. 
When they seemed reasonably sure that the C. P. R. would 
go through some miles to the south, Davidson and Hamilton 
arranged to build a store in the Glendale district. But in
stead, the C P. R. main line was built twenty miles farther 
south, through the small town of De Winton (Carberry). 

Meanwhile, the Manitobii& North Western Railway 
seemed a probability, and in 1882 was built as far as 
Gladstone. It was expected that the new line would come 
into Neepawa directly from the east. In fact, part of the 
grade was built a short distance north of the present No. 
4 Highway .. Then the Railway Company changed its plan 
and decided that the line would proceed west a mile north 
of the correction line, or about two miles away from the 
new town centering on Hamilton Street. 

Disaster appeared imminent. Neepawa was to ex
perience the fate of Grand Valley. But a mistake in the 
calculations of the railway proved a break for the young 
town. 

By some error they had located their grade on and 
alongtheroadallowance. An immediate action was begun 
by the County Council, at the instance of the founders of 
the town, to enjoin and restrain the company from contin
uing the track as planned. The dispute was settled when 
the townspeople gave the Railway Company a. note for 
$16,000, and Davidson and Hamilton threw in many lots 
of their survey as special inducement. After the incorpor·: 
ation of the town, the note was retired by an issue of the 
town's debentures for the above amount. 

NORTH vs. SOUTH 

. The location of the M. & N. W. station near the Cor
rection Line instead of in the vicinity of Hamilton Street 
led to an unfortunate situation. It precipitated a struggle, 
a condition of strife and jealousy in a small town with 
two centres, North and South. For many years rivalry 
was keen, and the feelings often bitter. Socially, econom
icallyand politically, the North End and the South End 
were at loggerheads. 
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The early business center was On Hamilton, east of 
Brown Avenue. In 1881, Davidson & Hamilton established 
their business at the northwest corner of Hamilton St. 
and Walker Ave. The partnership of J. A. Clare and George 
Brownell built on the northeast corner of the same streets, 
just at the top of the hill on Hamilton street. This build
ing was later moved and for many years served as Clare's 
Store near the southwest corner of Hamilton and Mountain 
Ave. 

Charles Stewart built a log hotel on the southwest 
corner of Hamilton and Walker. It was named "The Nee
pawa House" and is said to have been the first in Neepawa. 
Across the street east, on the southeast corner, Allan 
McLean started a blacksmith shop. With him, almost from 
the beginning was Peter Mitchell, who later had his own 
place of business for many years on the sOlltheast corner 
of Mill and First, opposite the Presbyterian Church, and 
who, before engaging in business in Neepawa, had home-
steaded east of town. 

Henderson's North West Gazeteer and Directory, 
under date of 1884, designated Neepawa as "a school dis
trict; Alf M. Dalton, sec. -treas. NEEPAWA, a town on 
the Manitoba and North Western Railway, 61 miles north 
west of Portage la Prairie. It is situated in a well settled 
district. A weekly paper is issued there. There is a 
Methodist and Presbyterian church in the town and a pub
lic school. The G. N. W. Telegraph Co. and the Dominion 

'Express Co. have offices. Population, 308." 

Prominent in the business and professional life of 
the town at this time were Thos. W. Brondgeest, propri
etor of the weekly newspaper, "The Neepawa Canadian"; 
John Crawford, who was said to have been the first man 
to break land in the immediate vicinity of Neepawa, had an 
implement business and was a grain dealer; Geo. Currie, 
miller, and Wm. Currie, registrar; Richard Edwards, 
county clerk; M. H. Fieldhouse, County COllrt clerk; Gos
sil & Dykeman, contractors; James King, agricultural 
implement dealer; John Law, lumber and grain merchant; 
Rev. David Macrae, Presbyterian, John J. McFadden, 
M. D. and druggist; Moses McFadden, surveyor; Angus 
D. McKay, station ageIlt; McLaren & Everall, foundry 
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and machinists; Harry Mitchell, barber; Morphy & Stewart· 
barristers; Alex Patterson, hardware, Rev. Isaac N. Rob
inson, Methodist; J. and F. Skelding, hardware; Watson 
Mfg. Co., agricultural implements, Geo. Brownell, agent, 
Wesbrook& Fairchild, agricultural implements, Jas. King, 
agent. 

This mayor may not be a complete list of the better
known business and professional men of the town at that 
time, but it gives an idea of some of the activity one year 
after incorporation. It is the only pamphlet dealing with 
the town on record in the Public Archives of the Manitoba 
Government. 

In these first formative years, Neepawa was well
known for the number of Hamiltons and Davidsons within 
its bounds, just as the district was known for the Grahams, 
Buchanans, Hunters and the McKees. Each played an 
important part in the life and progress of the community. 

While the new town was going through the usual phase 
of growing pains, the North and the South ends were not 
always in accord. Rivalry was keen for a matter offifteen 
years after incorporation. With the coming ofthe railroad 
there was a concentration of business north of "the Gulley, , .. 
which seemed to be t;hedividing line between the two ends. 
Naturally, the mainstay of the whole trading area was the 
business of growing and selling wheat. Several large 
elevators with an estimated capacity of a quarter of a 
million bushels were erected along the railway. This 
capacity was said to be the third largest in Manitoba at 
that time. Grain buyers representing the different companies 
competed with one another in an effort to buy the grain as 
it was hauled into town, and much of it was hauled consid
erable distances. Today, only two elevators remain, one 
at each railway. 

Conditions at this time were favorable for industrial 
and mercantile pursuits, and led to the establishment of 
many flourishing enterprises. One of the most important 
was the Beautiful Plains Milling Co. ,R. C. Ennis, 
proprietor. This mill had an output of 200 barrels per day, 
24 hours a day, six days a week. "Bob" Ennis was a 



Page 29 NEEPAWA, Land of Plenty 

power at the North End in those early days of growth and 
development,- when that end of the town gave warning that 
it would shove the South End into obscurity. After all, it 
did have the railroad, and that was a big advantage. 

Wakefield & Kellington operated a planing mill which 
catered to the needs of builders over a wide area. This was 
the same George Kellington who, alo~ with William Stevans, 
had arrived in the district in 1879, after having experienced 
terrible travelling conditions. Wet weather had resulted 
in deplorable roads; and on asking a fellow traveller if all 
the roads ahead were as wet, Mr. Kellington received the 
reply, "Water on the trail ahead will average anywhere 
from your ankles to your navel." It was one of Mr. 
Kellington 's daughters, the late Mrs. Irene Richards, who 
wrote such a fine thesis on "The Story of Beautiful Plains," 
a copy of which is a valuable historical document in the 
Manitoba Provincial Library, and which has been of 
valuable assistance to this writer. 

Much of the past is obscure as far as records are 
concerned. Even the memory of many of those who lived 
here during the early years of the town is, by their own 
admission, not always too accurate. Hence, we accept all 
bits of information and piece it together as best we can, 
hoping that names, dates and various episodes will be as 
factual as possible. 

George L. Foerster,. now a resident of Vancouver, 
came to Neepawa in 1895, taking over the hardware stock 
of D. Lamont. Although his arrival was twelve years after 
the official birth of the town, his observation was keen, 
and at 86 year:s young, his memory is remarkable."George 
L", as his friends and acquaintances referred to him in 
those days, visited Neepawa in 1957. He must have paid 
particular attention to many spots in the town with relation 
to what occupies those spots today. At any rate, his long, 
information-packed letter, has cleared up much which was 
obscure. 

For nearly fifteen years after the incorporation of 
the town the North End as a business centre held definite 
prospects of success. The railroad, the string of grain 
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elevators, the flour mill and the sash and door factory 
attracted other lines of business. There was the Klondike 
Hotel, run by Josh Ritchie, and later by Dave Coulter. 
John Crawford left the Salisbury district,' where he had 
first broken, land, at the same time bringing in farm 
implements the hard way and selling them' to the settlers. 
He started a blacksmith shop and an implement warehouse 
near the C.P.R. depot. Later, he....moved south of "the 
guIley" to a spot immediately south of the present Con
sumers Co-Op. Here he built a large implement ware
house and became a power in the business life ofthe town. 

At the North End, too, there was another hotel, The 
Simpson House; also a boarding house. There was at least 
one large livery, feed and sale barn, along with some 
agency and other offices. There was no railroad north at 
this time so Neepawa had a good trade from as far away 
. as Dauphin. 

The North End could only extend southward. On the 
north of Railway Street was the C. P. R. station and a string 
of elevators; on the other side, and extending for a short 
distance south on Mountain Avenue, was the business 
section. About eight miles north of the town W. Currie & 
Co. operated a brick yard. 

With the coming of the Canadia1). Northern Railway, 
the picture began to change, and North End supremacy 
began to wane. The C. N. R. station was built at the west 
end of Hamilton Street. There was a change in the system 
of grain delivery. NeElpawa, about 1900, the largest initial 
grain market in the Dominion with nearly 2,200,000 bushels 
yearly, became just. an· ordinary market. The power of 
business began to shift to the South End. 

Wakefield & Kellington was taken over by Fusee
McFeetors Co., which later moved to where West Park 
School is today. R. H. Fusee built a number of buildings 
in Neepawa, was a staunch supporter of his church and a 
former mayor. 

As previously mentioned, the first business places 
were located at the east end of Hamilton Street; followed 
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by the North End development when the C. P. R. came 
through. With the coming of the C. N. R. in 1902; the north 
country was opened up. Our trading area grew, and the 
corner of Hamilton Street and Mountain Avenue became 
the focal point of the town. 

Dates are somewhat confusing and possibly not too 
important in a condensed history stWh as this. People pre
fer to read about people; individuals and families of their 
own time and who replaced them. Neepawa residents of 
many years ago would be among comparative strangers 
here today. Let's take a look at some more. of the earlier 

, ones. 

The first bank in Neepawa was a private one owned 
by a Dr. Harrison. It was housed in the building which in 
recent years has been known as the Stead Block, on the 
northeast corner of Hamilton and First. Sixty years ago 
this bank was bought by the, then, Merchants Bank of 
Canada, which in turn was later absorbed by the Bank of 
Montreal. The B. of M. is located on Mountain Avenue 
where the former Merchants Bank built sixty years ago. 

On the corner to the south was the Davidson Block, 
one of the earliest general stores. For many years the 
Canadian Bank of Commerce did business there until 
their new building was erected at the corner of Mountain 
and Mill. The former Davidson Block also housed a suc
cessive number of cafes; and a number of years ago it 
was bought by Alguire Bros. and remodelled. It now 
houses the Economy Store, with apartments upstairs. 

In the nineties, John Brown moved to Neepawa from 
Russell; Manitoba. He built the Dundee Block between the 
Davidson Block and the present Bank of Montreal , where 
he carried on a general store busine'ss for many years. 
This building, too, has been changed, now containing the 
Bamboo Garden and Wickett's Drug Store. Members of 
the Brown family still live in NeepaWa. 

Early residents will remember the Fremlins, R. J. 
Hopper and W. M. Kennedy. They were in business at 
different times about where Martin's Store is now. And 
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druggist Charlie Herrell, followed by Jack Fulkerson. 
T. G. Murphy took over about 1911, andthe place is still 
a drug firm, Murphy & Hole. W. H. Gossell was in the 
jewelry business around the turn of the century. It is the 
Holland Studios today. James Murdock had a stationery 
store in there somewhere. It was taken over by Geo. A. 
Mathers, one-time editor of the Neepawa Register. 

James McIntosh, well-known local tailor, erected a 
block which bore his name. Fred Leach had a jewelry 
store there for years, and, then it became Leach & Vickery. 
George Burnett was in business there for some time; and 
now it is occupied by Garland & Wilson, newcomers to 
town, but still it is the same line of business. R. L. Hurrell 
bought the building recently and had it remodelled, with 
offices upstairs and doctors offices in the north half. 

W. M. Hamilton, one of the many Hamiltons who 
have been a part of Neepawa's scene, operated a drug 
store where Hargreaves Drugs is today. But in between, 
Claude Still, a product of the Springhill area, was in the 
same business in the same place for over forty years. 
Before retirement and departure for Ontario, Claude was 
a member of the local council. 

Reed & Gerhardt had one of the early business places 
in this same block. They were followed by Wm. Hunt, the 
first man to own an automobile in Neepawa. D:::,. McRae, 
whose brother was Winnipeg's Chief of Police, was one of 
our early doctors. Farther down was the book and station
ery store of J. L. McKay, one of Neepawa's mayors. 
Campbell & Smith had the Oak Hall, a gents' furnishings 
store. Many will remember Jack Card, for many years 
their successor in the same business, some members of 
whose family still reside here. 

In addition to the Foerster Hardware Store, midway 
in this same block, John Simpson had a furniture store at 
one time. In the early days ,there was a small frame build
ing on the corner where the Canadian Bank of Commer'ce 
erected a fine business place. The small building was 
once a Chinese laundry, and once may have been occupied, 
by W. W. Stevenson, an early arrival who was in the 
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insurance business. For many years he lived in the house 
on the southwest corner of First and Hamilton. 

Wm. Wigmore had his first business place, a frame 
building, immediately north of the Bank of Commerce. 
Here he carried on an implement business, later buildirig 
a brick block on Hamilton St., in recent years known as 
the Rogers Fruit. The 1. O. O. F. e-rected a block on the 
corner of Mountain and Mill. Here was once located the 
Post Office and, later, the Home Bank which became in
solvent, taking a great number of depositors and share
holders with it. 

W. J. Mathers had a lumber yard farther north which 
was sold to W. S. Burley. Thos. Harrison was' also in the 
lumber business, and along with sons, Billy and Bert, 
carried on a big business here as well as in Franklin and 
Eden. They were located about where Bell Lumber is to
day. In between, and immediately north of the Oddfellows 
Hall, Wm. Howatt built a block which carried his name. 
For long years it was a bake shop. Hurrell's Bakery stands 
next door now. 

Immediately north of the comparatively new and 
ultra-modern Bell Lumber Co. of today, JohnCrawford 
built a large implement" warehouse in the early 1900's. 
Here he sold all kinds of farm machinery; and here, in 
1908, he got the first carload of automobiles tp be brought 
to Neepawa, the old McLaughlin - Buicks. A youthful driver 
of his at the time was "Bun" Shearer, who distinguised 
himself as a flyer in the First World War and attained tl;J.e 
rank of Air Vice Marshall. This building was burned in 
1934. 

John Crawford sold the first farm implements in the 
Neepawa District in 1878. In 1885 he built a frame build
ing on the northwest corner of Mountain Ave., next to the 
C. P. R. yards. After the fire in the newer building, his 
son, Thorpe, got into the transportation business under 
the name of Crawford's Bus Line, which is still flourish
ing today. It is interesting to note, therefor; that the 
name Crawford, father and son, has been in bUSiness in 
Neepawa for 80 years. John Crawford was also prominent 
in the field of politics, both Provincial and Federal, as 
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will be noted elsewhere in this book. 

Another early business firm located north of Brock 
on the west side of Mountain Ave. In 1905, W. H. and Ed
ward Guinn left Manitoulin Island to seek their fortune in 
the west. Bill was a stone-cutter; Ed, a butcher. They 
liked the look of the town so they built a place to carryon 
the business of manufacturing-monuments. In later years 
the firm became Guinn & Simpson. The founders are gone, 
but the business remains active on the same location. It 
is conducted today by sons of W. H. Guinn, ---Ron, Jim 
and Bill; and is known as the Neepawa Marble & Granite 
Works. 

Roy Birnie, of the Birnie Birnies, has a compar
atively new place next door, where he conducts the busi
ness of selling new tires and repairing old ones. Immed
iately north again the "village smithy" stands. Melvin 
(Scotty) McGregor carries on a business which his father, 
Duncan McGregor, conducted when N eepawa was still a 
young fellow. 

In the past sixty years there were a number of in
dustrial enterprises at the North End, all of the earlier 
ones now out of business. The Dow Cereal and Milling Co. 
had a large establishment on the west corner of Mountain, 
near the C. P. R. depot. One of the family is now Mayor 
Dow, of Boissevain. The buildings along that street were 
destroyed by fire some years later. 

Neepawa had a match factory in that vicinity too-. In 
1911, John Mantion and family moved here from Selkirk. 
Mr. Mantion had had much previous experience in the 
business of manufacturing matches, and in that year he 
built his factory, well equipped with the most modern 
machinery. He was assisted in the business by sons, 
George and Fred. Due to a combination of circumstances, 
the business came to an end about 1917. George went to 
work for the C. N. R., retired as an engineer two years 
ago, but still has his home at the north end of town not far 
from the scene of the old match factory. 

The old Baptist Church is gone. The new building is 
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mentioned elsewhere in this book. And the old North End 
School, familiar to many earlier seekers after knowledge, 
is a thriving industry. Swift Canadian Co. bought the 
building twenty-five years ago and carryon a business 
which serves a large area. Here they buy stock, conduct 
a large hatchery and manufacture butter. An eviscerating 
plant is a proposed new venture of the company. 

At the other end of the playing field of the Collegiate 
Institute, and near the Nurses' Residence, a large new 
school is in course of construction as this is being written. 

The old building which stood on the corner north of 
the Post Office is long since gone. Wm. Priestly, the 
painter, mice occupied it. The Post Office had a large 
piece added to it a couple of years ago, and immediately 
north, a garage and filling station has recently been 
opene"d. 

South of the Post Office Earl Murray has conducted 
a thriving garage, sales headquarters and body repair shop 
for many years. Old-timers will remember that Holmes 
Brothers, Sam and Tom, had a livery barn there years 
ago, the same barn which figured in the great Livery Barn 
strike, mentioned elsewhere. Between this spot and the 
Post Office there once was a building which house the Young 
Liberal Club, completely outfitted as a gymnasium and 
recreation place. On the corner north of the Hamilton 
Hotel, Wm. Howatt once had a store and bake shop; and 
here also board and room was supplied. ill later years 
James A. Dempsey conducted a furniture store there. He 
was also well known as an auctioneer, conducting Saturday 
afternoon sales at the side of his place of business, as 
well as serving the public throughout the country. 

On the next corner, south, the Hamilton Hotel has 
stood for half a century or more. It was the brain-child 
of Dan Hamilton, one of the most colorful citizens in the 
history of the town. More will be found about Dan else
where in this history. 

"Across the lane to the south is an old building which 
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has housed a number of tenants in various lines of business. 
A laundry has occupied part of this building for many years. 
In here, somewhere between the lane and the corner to 
the south, S. D. Barr had a grocery store at one time; Lou 
Parsons was in the business of barbering for many years; 
and close by, in the early days of Neepawa, W. B. St. John 
was the sportsminded and popular photographer. 

Long before the Rutledge Garage was built, Geo. 
Ludlow had a blacksmith shop on that location. Actually, 
W. G. Pollock built that corner block and at one time it 
was in line with the other buildings in the block. Later on, 
it was moved east about twenty feet. 

The Churchill Block, on the opposite corner, was 
one of the best built buildings in the town, and was erected 
by the Union Bank in the. early 1900's. It was originally of 
red brick. Some years after the Royal Bank (which absor
bed the Union) pulled out of Neepawa, the building was 
bought by Alguire Bros. Extensive alterations were made, 
and today it is one of the best business and apartment 
blocks in the town. 

The Neepawa Press, in the days of the Dunlops, 
built the printing establishment between the Churchill 
Block and the lane about 1932, while on the corner, the 
original B. R. Hamilton Hardware Store still stands, 
about as old as the town. Some alterations have been made, 
but it is one of the old landmarks. 

Working east on Hamilton Street, we find the farm 
implement business of the present mayor, William Whit
more; but those early men and women will remember it 
as the Massey-Harris agency of J. A. McGill, and the 
McGills once lived in the big house overlooking Park Lake, 
now occupied by Alex Burnett. 

Jack A. Davidson, barrister son of the Hon. John 
A. Davidson, who was here before Neepawa was born, 
and who did so much in its early life, practices law in the 
building where John Wemyss also carried on a legal 
practice in the early years of the present century. School 
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and hospital work claimed much of his time. 

The present Arcade dance hall was the scene of 
various lines of business. In the early days of the town, 
M. H. Fieldhouse had a stationery and book store here. 
Robert Winning had a tailor shop; Rodney Mills was in 
the confectionery business; Thos. Harrison Jr. was in the 
same business along here; and late~on Squires Bros. had a 
pool room. There probably were other occupants as well. 

Young Charlie Pedlar came to town in those early 
years and conducted a blacksmith shop; but when Henry 
Ford introduced the "Tin Lizzie" to the world, Charlie 
gave up catering to the horses and got into the business of 
selling Ford to the people. He had a garage right where 
the Arcade is today and he sold hundreds of those early 

: gas buggies over a wide area. In fact, young Char lie Pedlar 
is still selling cars in an effort to keep the wolf on the 
other side of the door. And doing a very fair job of it, too. 

The Empire Block, built about 1905, houses one of 
the oldest continuous businesses in Neepawa, John Kerr 
and Co. John Kerr, thefounderofthe business came to 
town in the 80's to work for Davidson & Hamilton. Later, 
he formed a partnership with Adne Graham, brother of 
that grand citizen, Brock Graham, who came to the 
district in 1879, and is still watching the town grow. 

Kerr & Graham did business in the Jubilee Block, 
which had a theatre on the second floor. When this building 
was destroyed by fire, Kerr & Graham lost everything. 
John Kerr was soon back in business, and his sons, 
Clarence and Fred, are still carrying on a service which 
has been continuous for sixty years. 

In this same Empire Block, George Howden carries 
on a law practice established by his father, Hon. J. H. 
Howden, in the early nineties. Itmay have been before that, 
as the elder Howden served in the North West Rebellion, 
as did John Crawford and James Monnington, apopular 
figure around town for many long years, and a faithful em
ployee of the town in the old power plant at the extreme 
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south end. Mr. Howden served in the Legislature for a 
number of years. 

The present King Edward Hotel was erected by G. A. 
Dinwoody as an implement warehouse and sales head
quarters about sixty years ago. East of it was abuilding 
which was demolished in recent years. It was known then 
as the· McLure Block. In tha..salad days of some of the 
young bloods of earlier years, the building housed the 
Neepawa Club. 

About the turn of the century, the King Edward Hotel 
was built on the northwest corner of Hamilton St. and 
Brown Ave; At that time Neepawa was a "dry" town and 
the system of local option was in effect in the province. 
As a matter of fact, in the referendum of 1957, Neepawa 
was one of a dozen spots in Manitoba which again voted 
"dry. If However, at the present time, with a Government 
liquor store and three beer outlets, the state of aridity is 
not too pronounced. 

The King Edward Hotel was built with "temperance" 
capital, butdidn'tflourisha·s well as the shareholders had 
expect!'ld. About 1907, Walter Alguire and family moved 

; in from Ontario and took over the hotel on condition that a 
;bar license would be granted. Bars were in operation in 
'both the King Edward and the Hamilton for a, number of 
years when another dry spell hit the town. The King Ed
ward was Qoarded up. The Alguires took over the Rich
ardson House (now the Neepawa Hotel) about the time of 
the outbreak of the First World War. Later, the family of 
Ollie, Fred and Frank engaged in the wholesale business, 
catering to a wide area. Lou, another brother, had gone 
south where he died a few years ago as an executive of the 
Cleveland Hotel. They re-built the former J. A. Clare store 
after it had been destroyed by fire. On the opposite corner 
they took over a run-down property and converted it into 
the Victory Block of modern business places, with apart
ments on the second floor. They also renovated another 
building half way down the same block, as well as build
ing The Chalet at Clear Lake. Fred and son, Howard, 
still conduct the wholesale business. Ollie and Frank are 
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in retirement in Victoria, B. C. 

Loti Vivian re-opened the first King Edward and ran 
it for a number of years until it was completely destroyed 
by fire in the early 20's. It was shortly after this that he 
took over the Dinwoody Block, a few feet to the west, and 
converted it into a hotel, conducted today by his nephews, 
George and Lewis. 

"Uncle Lou", as he was popularly known, hadalarge 
circle of friends and acquaintances throughout the west. 
He was known as an individualist, with a rough exterior 
that covered up a soft disposition and a generous heart. 
Many times Lou could be heard berating a moneyless 
transient for being a no-good so-and-so. Invariably he 
would end up by giving the man a room and breakfast "on 
the house. " Regardless of the weather conditions, Lou's 
well-known greeting was "Great day, boys! " 

As previously mentioned, east Hamilton St. was the 
early business section of the town. The old buildings are 
just a memory of the earliest citizens, and included a 
large two-storey building on the southeast corner of Ham
ilton and Brown, as well as a creamery where Riverbend 
Park is today. 

East'of town, on the present No.4 Highway, John 
Coutts and family lived for many years. Known in recent 
years as "Sleepy Hollow" it is the home of "Scotty" Bur.
nett today. About a quarter of a mile to the east, near 
where the present Hydro installation is located, there was. 
a spruce grove, removed in recent years. Here was the 
first public school, .a small frame building, and the first, 
or one of the first teachers, was a Mr. Bruce. Later, 
there were two frame schools opposite the present United 
Church. When the 3-storey Central School was built in 
1898, one of the old schools was converted into a fire hall, 
and the other became a residence at the south end of the 
town. Central School was demolished a few years ago. 

The Harrison home still stands on the corner of 
Hamilton and Brown, a landmark of early days; But the 
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old Commercial Hotel which was immediately west of it 
is gone long since. The big Willoughby barn, built about 
1900, is just a memory. Part of it is incorporated in 
Atkins Garage. 

In the 90 's there was another big barn fronting on 
Hamilton St. It was removed after Dr. G. A. McKenzie 
erected the building next doon-Here he had a horse hos
pital, imported heavy work horses from Ontario and 
bronchos from the west. Many will remember Dave 
Baskerville, the man who "broke" the latter so that they 
could be driven. 

The old Court House still stands serene after 75 
years of service. It has had some minor alterations, but 
the exterior looks much the same as it did when it stood 
in a wheat field and there was no building in town to the 
west of it. It now carries the more dignified name of the 
"Municipal Building. " It is surrounded by beautiful, well
kept grounds, and in front of it stand two monuments, 
honoring the dead of two World Wars. 

To the west stands the MacDonald Block where 
dentistry has been practiced for over half a century. Dr. 
F. E. White was one of the first, and Dr. G. H. MacDonalci 
a long-time practitioner there until his death a few years 
ago, was the last. Between here and the corner, the 
Neepawa Press had a place when the editor, Alex Dunlop, 
was at his creative best. The Johnathan Hamilton Block 
stood on the corner, and at one time housed the C. D. 
Bemrose Harness Shop. 

The name Clare is closely associated with those 
early days of the town, dating back to 1882; and a son, 
Dr. Murray Clare, is currently a resident. 

James Arthur Clare was aE;sociated with John A. 
Davidson at the start of his local career, and for a time 
afterwards was a partner in the firm of Clare & Brownell, 
at the east end of Hamilton Street. Mr. Clare then had a 
store of his· own where the Royal Cafe is today, and in 
1901 he built on the southwest corner of Hamilton and 
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Mountain. For long years Clare's Store was a busy shop
;>ing centre. It was taken over by A. F. Higgins some 
twenty-two years ago under the name of Jewel Stores, later 
Jecoming Fenwick's Ltd. It was destroyed by fire about 
ten years ago, rebuilt into a modern departmental store, 
and is still doing business under the name of Fenwick's 
Ltd. 

The Royal Cafe is immediately-west, and there
abouts, in the early years was Young's Drug Store. On the 
corner at the lane, George Hamilton owned a block with a 
butcher shop run by Harry Hodkinson. Many will remem
ber the old ice house on the street behind, where we used 
to stage our school fights at noon hour and after four. 
Many -fistic aspirants had their minds changed in that ice 
house, including this writer. 

The Wigmore Block across the lane is an early land
mark, as is the old Richardson House on the corner of 
Hamilton and First. Pete Hazelton was one of the early 
occupants, well known in sporting circles, particularly in 
curling. 

Across the street, on the present site of Fred Bur
gess' Sunnyside Grocery, there once was a building where 
Dr. McFadden carried on a medical practice. The Post 

'Office was located in that building at one time too; and 
one of the early postmasters was W. F. Young, remem
bered by many as a tall, courtly-looking man with a white 
moustache and goatee. His brother, R. D., was Collector 
of Customs and secretary of the Hospital and of the School 
Board for many years. 

At the west end of Hamilton St., near the C. N. R. 
depot, Gardiner Bros. manufactured blowers used on 
threshing machines. That building is no more. Over on the 
west end of Mill Street the Laurentia Milk Co., with con-' 
siderable local capital involved, set up in business many 
years ago. Laurentia didn't last long but E. P. Boyle and 
family, who took over the business some thirty years ago, 
still conduct one of Neepawa's thriving industries. 

W. H. Dalton is in business here, and Bill admits 
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it was quite a while since he started. He is the son of that": 
A. M. Dalton who figured so prominently in the town's 
beginnings. Some people have claimed that Bill was the 
first male child born in Neepawa. A letter from Mrs. Effie 
(Hamilton) Shipley, of North Battleford, tothe late Fergie 
Irwin states that her cousin, Wilfred Davidson, was the: 
first boy born here, but he died in infancy. First or second, 
the important part is that Bill.,..Dalton is still active. Mrs. 
Shipley, daughter of Neepawa's first mayor, was the first 
girl born in the town. 

Over on Davidson Street, behind the present Churchill 
Block, Stephen Benson, an early arrival in the town, con
ducted a fuel and insurance business, carried on since by 
Miss F. 'McDougall. Mr. Benson farmed south of town in 
the earlier years, and was always keenly interested in 
live stock and things agricultural. 

The newspaper, thli! Neepawa Register, operated on 
the present location of Neepawa Dairy Products for many 
years and in the days of the editorship of George L. and 
Walter L. Belton, carried on a running battle with the 
Press. 

There used to be a tin covered building next door to 
the Register, in which a machine shop carried on busines& 
with W. P. Johnstone as proprietor. An outspoken man, . 
with individualistic tendencies, he was often critical of the 
actions of the Town Council, as who isn't, even in these 
modern days. At the time in question, the plumbing in 
Neepawa was "all outdoors" and the driver of the "Mid
night Express" was due for a boost in salary. At the same 
time the local band was voted a bit of financial assistance, 
which may have been purely coincidental with the raise in 
the scavenging tax. At any rate, Mr. Johnstone was in
dignant to the point of getting poetic. On the side of his 
building he wrote, in chalk, the little jingle that went some
thing like this: 

"We've got a rotten council here, 
The rottenest in the hind; 
They doubled up the backhouse tax, 
And gave it to the band. " 
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The verse must have been well-received as it is still 
frequently quoted. 

The author had at least one more claim to fame. In 
its issue of October 29, 1927, the Winnipeg Free Press 
carried a story with the head; "W. P. Johnstone and Jack 
Hogg Paddled, and Baled Way to Winnipeg." It seems that 
in 1880, these two intrepid souls -had to get from the 
present site of Brandon to Winnipeg. All available boats 
were in use, so they made themselves a punt out of rough 
lumber and some discarded calking. The jo.urney, "in the 
gnatsome month of June," must have been quite an 
adventure. 

Residents of earlier days will recall that Charlie 
Ego had a livery barn just north of the Hamilton Hotel; 
that Robert Wyatt was the pump expert; that Dr. 1. L. 
McInnis was a popular family doctor on the corner by the 
United Church and, I believe, a Dr. Sibbett before him. 
Bob Ferris, himself a citizen of many years. standing, has 
his jewelry and watch repair establishment there now. Dr. 
J. S. Roe, veterinarian, spent most of his life here 
ministering to ailing stock. There were the Craigs, in the 
shoe repair business; Char lie Parrott, barber, chicken 
fancier, and one of the best lacrosse players ever to come 
out of the east; a brewery in the early days; The saddlery 
establishment of T. E. Durnin & Co.; cabinet makers 
Simpson & Co.; Geo. Ludlow, McIlvanie & Son,T.Johnson 
and Mills Bros., carriage builders; B. R. Hamilton & Co., 
Foerster Bros., Lamont & Co. and McDougall & Co., all 
in the hardware business. 

There was J. J. Wood who handled boots and shoes 
and gents furnishing; and R. D. Young, dealing exclusively 
in boots and shoes on Mountain Ave. There was W. J. 
Hamilton; wasn't he the one who was known as "Milverton 
Billy"? And "Big Joe" and "Little Joe" Hamilton; Jim 
Davidson, whose wife was Dr. Ellen Davidson; W. G. Pol
lock, who served seventeen years or more as mayor; the 
first banker, Dr. Harrison, who was Premier of Manitoba 
for a brief spell; Wm. Priestly, R. Beal, FrankMcWade 
and W. A. Holmes, early painters and decorators; Melvin 
Murray, who had a transfer business, and whose sons are 
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prominent in the business life of the town; Archie McCon
aghy, butcher, who sold steak at 30 cents a pound and 
threw in a chunk of liver; George Faryon, tailor, with 
Jas. McIntosh, and later in business for himself for many· 
years; George Fraser, long-time C. P. R.-agent until his 
retirement here; Alf. Heys, machinist and later a gov
ernment inspector; Fred Vickery, of Leach & Vickery, 
jewelers; The Lowdens---ErnTe was a fine lacross player 
and town electrician; The McCormacks, Ben and Ed; Bill 
Davidson, for many years in the C. N. R. roundhouse. 
Adam and Tom Johnstone, active for many years in the 
automotive business, now on the retired list; W. H. Ewer, 
the mink farmer and Jack Ewer, North End liveryman and 
owner of one of the first cars; John Law, Jim Brandon 
and Jim Matheson; Neil Campbell and family, who lived 
in the big house on west Mill St. ;. George Sherry, Union 
Bank manager, and his wife, with one of the finest con
tralto voices in the west; Vic Stonehouse, a former 
mayor; Teddy Adams, the Joneses and the Greens; Bert 
Bolton, Dr. J. S. Mack, V. S., Benson Peters, Allan 
Ramsay and family, John and Joe Ralph; the Irwins, J. H. 
and son, Fergie, prominent in many of the activities of 
the district; Ed Poole, half a century in the insurance 
business, now a yearly commuter between Neepawa and 
Florida; and many, many more. 

CHAPTER V. 

* We Haven't Stood Still 
The foregoing, it must be realized, is a very inade

quate word picture of Neepawa over the years. Too many 
people have been unintentionally left out; Business changes 
have not been faithfully recorded; mistakes in locations 
will be found; errors in omissions and commission may 
be numerous. At best it has been a personally conducted 
tour of parts of the town in an effort to acquaint newer 
residents with. the earlier life of the town, and to remind 
old-timers of what is was like when they were the newer 
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residents. 

In this year of 1958 we claim a population of some
where between 3000 and 3500, depending on what census 
we accept, ---municipal, Provincial or-Federal. When our 
Centenary arrives they may have agreed on figures. In 
the meantime, we'll split the difference and not be too 
far wrong. 

The story of Neepawa has been one of steady advance, 
an advance which has been equalled by the surrounding 
districts. This was to be expected when one considers that 
our town is situated in the heart of perhaps the largest 
tract of uniformly arable land in the Province. Situatedas 
it is, Neepawa has natural beauty, but this has been en
hanced by man's humble efforts. In those early years, 
over 3000 trees were planted along the streets, with Fred 
L. Davis being responsible for much of the success of the 
project. This tradition has been followed down through the 
years. Civic pride is always much in evidence; and first
time visitors to the town invariably comment on its beauty. 
During the past few years Neepawa has been judged the 
most beautiful town in the Province on two occasions at 
least. 

The judgment and initiative of those men who con
ceived and built the town is apparent to all. Their vision 
has been rewarded. For many years Neepawa owned and 
operated its own electric light plant at the extreme south 
end on the shore of Park Lake. In fact, an attempt was 
made in the early years to harness the potential water 
power from the water in the lake. A flume was built atthe 
extreme southeast corner and a wheel was installed. Some 
difficulties arose. To keep the water up to a certain level, 
the south shore was built up with earth behind a wooden 
rampart. Every year the muskrats would burrow into the 
bank, and every year part of the embankment would wash 
out. Efforts to keep the little lake intact were finally 
abandoned. Nothing was left of it but the main stream of 
Stoney Creek, with grass and mosquito-infested pot holes. 
The south shore became a garbage dump. 

In recent years, the local Rotary Club took over the 
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area, and with the assistance of the Federal Government 
under a "PFRA project, the SQuth bank was shored up and 
a 100-foot concrete weir was built where the old dam used 
to be. The oak grove to the southwest has been made into 
an attractive park, and Park Lake is again being used for 
swimming, boating and some fishing. 

The old power plant eveILtually, like the One Hoss 
Shay, reached the end of its effectiveness, and for a num
ber of years now Neepawa has been served by Provincial 
Hydro. 

Meanwhile, at the east end of the town, another 
metamorphosis has taken place. Fifty years ago the kids 
used to call it "The Bend" and that is where most of the 
bathing took place. Today, Lions Riverbend Park is a 
thing of beauty, and a very popular resort for picnics. 
Beautifully treed, with attractive flower beds, new walks, 
band stand and all modern conveniences, the Neepawa 
Lions Club, with the expenditure of much money and the 
exploitation of ideas and hard work, have made this attrac
tive spot the envy of many towns in the west. 

RNERSIDE CEMETERY 

Neepawa burials since the 1870's have been made in 
lovely Riverside Cemetery, originally the homestead of 
John Graham. Today, it is estimated that the population of 
this quiet resting place exceeds that of the town. 

Situated as it is on the northeast section of the town, 
overlooking the valley to the south and east away from 
heavy traffic, it lends itself to peace, beauty and security. 

It was n"ot always so well kept. A great deal of the 
credit should be given to the late Jesse Curtis, who spent 
many long hours, working and planning. Today, its well 
preserved grass, its symmetry, its eye-catching ever
greens and its air of well-being, make it second to none 
in Manitoba 
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FIRST TELEPHONES 

Over sixty years ago Neepawa had its own telephone 
system, said to be the first privately owned system on the 
North American continent. In the early 90's a telephone 
exchange with about fifty subscribers was one of the great
est conveniences enjoyed by local citizens. Its first man
ager was H. W. Gerhardt. This W.2.,ll merely another ex
ample of the enterprise .of the first citizens. 

This, too, came to an end, and for many years 
Neepawa has been a part of the Manitoba Telephone System 
with a fine exchange building on Hamilton Street. 

WE. GO MODERN 

It was in 1912 that the town's waterworks and sewage 
system was installed. Miles of trenches were dug, and 
miles of water and sewage pipes were laid. The disposal 
plant east of the hospital gave many years of faithful 
service; but eventually it, too, gave out and was condem
ned as unfit to look after the sanitary requirements of the 
town. This year (1958) a new sewage lagoon has been in
stalled immediately east of the cemetery. 

Each year, and for many years since 1912, more 
houses have been built and more modern facilities needed, 
in an effort to keep up with expansion. 

Neepawa's streets have also taken on a new look 
over the years. A number of the streets have been hard 
surfaced, cement sidwalks (in spots) have been re-Iaid, 
many fine new homes have been built, and a number of 
business places have had face-liftings. Most of the gravel 
used in those early walks came from the pit of Abner 
Moody, a well known character of days gone by. 

Much of the brick, too, came from the old brick 
yard, half a mile south of the C. N. R. trestle bridge. Some 
will remember George Geisel, the manager. The yard 
with its broken down kilns, and piles of brick here and 
there, is merely a silent reminder of one of the town's 
early industries which had to cease operations for want of 
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proper clay. Native brick in those earlier days sold for 
eight to ten dollars a thousand. The old trestle bridge, 
once a quarter of a mile in length, has been filled in over 
the years and today is just a skeleton high over the slow
moving creek below. 

The district has had its ups and downs, its good 
years and years not so good, what with grasshopper in
festations, dry years, wet years, rust, hail and all the 
other nature-produced ills with which a grain-producing 
area is afflicted. Much of the man -power was depleted in 
the two World Wars which began in 1914 and 1939, and 
which, to all intents and purposes, are not yet ended. 
Even the Northwest Rebellion and the South African War 
took their toll. 

Careful and economical administration of civic 
affairs, coupled with courage, confidence, vision and 
initiative, have led the town along a steady but spectac
ular pr,th of prosperity. The future looked bright. Half a 
century ago the southwest area of the town was the Cas
well farm. Richard Campbell bought the property and the 
Campbell-Wilkins subdivision was surveyed, streets laid ~ 
out and cement sidewalks put down. Mr. Campbell did not 
live to see his dream fully realized. For many years 
much of the property lay dormant. Today the area from 
First Avenue to the C.N.R. tracks, and from the highway; 
Main Street, to the Fair Grounds, is completely built up 
with fine homes, beautiful lawns and gardens·. It would be 
difficult to buy a lot in that area in this our 75th year. 

During the last war an ail" training school was ·in 
operation west of the town. Many of the buildings were 
removed, but it still remains a home for the Neepawa 
Flying Club, with the Department of National Defence re
taining the Drill Hall as a headquarters for a detachment 
of the Reserve Army. The field is kept under the super
vision of the Department of Transport for emergency 
landings and a meteorology and weather station. And now 
the town has extended out to the Air Field. Several busi
ness places and a number of homes extend well beyongthe . 
railway tracks and the C.N.'R. roundhouse. 
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The list of businesses of today as compared to sixty 
years ago show that some changes have been made. The 
brewery is merely a spirit from out of the past. There 
were four banks at one time; two today. Four churches 
looked after the spiritual welfare; now it takes ten. Seven 
elevators have given way to two; and one newspaper sur
vives from others which operat~~ then. Two lumberyards 
take the place of four years ago. Two harness shops have 
been supplanted by numerous garages and filling stations. 

Sixty years ago we had five carriage makers, seven 
insurance agents, four real estate agents, six blacksmith 
shops, two justices of the peace, five miles of plank side
walk, four livery and feed barns, four boot and shoe 
makers, two milliners and one jail, the latter occasionally 
used, now as it was then. 

ORGANIZATIONS 

It has been said often that Neepawa is over organ
ized. This may be an asset rather than a liability. Even 
though there are over seventy fraternal societies, service 

. clubs, church societies, sports organizations, youth 
: clubs, auxiliaries and other groups functioning in the town, 
: it means that people are occupied. And busy people are 
. happy people. 

The Masonic Order in Neepawa is as old as the town, 
;and dates from March 12, 1883, when a dispensation was 
'granted to John A. Davidson, Marmaduke H. Fieldhou'se, 
J. J. Hamilton, James Allan, David Bryce, Henry Connell 
and Jas. Crawford, 

Naomi Chapter No. 11, Order of ' the Eastern Star, 
was instituted on December 16, 1920, with a long list of 
charter members. 

The institution of Neepawa Lodge, No. 16, I. O. O. F. 
took place January 15, 1889; while its sister lodge, Ane- " 
mone Rebekah, dates back to November 11, 1910. 

Loyal Orange Lodge, No. 1494, was startedin1880, 
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with James Graham the first Worshipful Master. The local 
Ladies' Orange Benevolent Association received its chartel 
on the 26th of April, 1915. 

There was a Sons oLEngland Society, dating back to 
1909, and the Knights of Pythias, from 1907 . These may 
not be active today. 

The Foresters and the B. P. o. Elks have active· 
lodges and add much to the community spirit, as does a 
large Canadian Legion branch, in operation for 28 years. 
The Neepawa Lions Club has been active for about twenty 
years and has made fine contributions along service club 
lines. The Neepawa Rotary Club received its charter in 
1951, and it, too, has been an active force in the dissem
ination of service ideas and ideals. 

The Womens' Hospital Aid Society deserves special 
mention. Over a period of 54 years it has carried on a 
very fine work in raising money to buy linens and other 
necessities for the hospital; while the Hospital Guild,for
merly the Girls Auxiliary, has done a like work in con
nection with the Nurses' Residence, also over the same 
period of years. 

The Business and Professional Women's Club, al
though not as old as the above-mentioned in point of years , 
has done much for the town and district along service, 
cultural and educational lines. 

The many differ"ent societies and clubs are too nu""' 
merous to name; but as this book is primarily dedicated 
to the Old Timers, the opportunity cannot be allowed to 
pass without drawing attention to the Pioneers' Club, 
some times irreverently referred to as "The Spit and Blow 
Club." This group was organized in 1940 and has had a 
membership of sixty-five. It has had club quarters in 
several spots in town, where the members play checkers, 

. different card games, reminisce about by-gone days and, 
like many more of us, discuss and attempt to cure the ills 
of the world. The club fills a very definite need and sup
plies comradeship and recreation six days a week to men 
who have reached the age of retirement. 
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Long may they be with us! 

THE FOURTH ESTATE 

Neepawa has h3,d an interesting newspaper history 
which started in 1885 when a joint stock company founded 
"The Neepawa Canadian," with a man named Brondgeest 
as editor and manager. Not long aft"erwards Mr. Brond
geest severed his connection with the "Canadian" and 
tried to establish a publication of his own, called the 
"Star. " It didn 't meet with too much success, and in time 
was merged with the first mentioned sheet, then taking 
the name of the "Neepawa Register, " conducted by C. H. 
Mathers. He was in turn succeeded by his brother, G. A. 
IVT..athers. 

In August, 1891, Will J. Shoughnessy started "The 
Farmer Herald." J. Armstrong succeeded him after a 
year, made some improvements and dropped the "Farmer 
part of the name. Next came W A. Myers, to be followed, 
after a period of months, byhisbrother. By October, 1894, 
W. J. Keyes was in command and the name was again 
ehanged to "The Neepawa News. " It, too, was short-lived, 
and the day after Mr. Keyes left to accept a more lucra
tive position in Portage la Prairie, the building housing 
the "News" burned down." 

The "Register" held sway for a time; in fact, until 
it ceased publication in 1926. In the interim it had many 
editors: Geo. A. Davidson, G. A. Graham, Geo. R. Bel
ton, Walter L. Belton, E. R. Jolmson, Ham McKee, R. 
Yellowlea and C. L. Thring. 

Alex Dunlop founded the "Neepawa Press" in 1896. 
He was a sharp, courageous editor, and during his day it 
was adjudged one of the best papers in the west. After his 
death in 1930, he was succeeded by his son, A. Blake Dun
lop, A new plant was built on Mountain Avenue and the old 
one in the Bemrose Block on Hamilton Street was vacated. 

Mr. Dunlop was succeeded by S. James Dempsey, 
and currently the "Press" is a bi-weekly, published by the 
Vopni Press, of Portage la Prairie. " 



CHAPTER VI. 

The Religious Aspect 

Although a volume could bewritten about the struggles 
of the early missionaries who came into t4is district fol
lowing the first settlers, for the purpose of this book the 
story must, of necessity, be condensed. These first men 
were men of vision, with a deep religious conviction. 
Their fight against many sorts of hardship will remain an 
epic whenever the story of the growth of the different 
faiths is chronicled. 

A small band of missionaries from points east and 
west supplied the spiritual needs of those first settlers. 
These men would come in on foot or on horseback, wading 
streams, enduring privations, to bring the gospel to other 
men and women who themselves were gradually overcom
ing innumerable obstacles in the battle to carve out new 
homes, and whose whole background demanded spiritual 
satisfacti.on. 

THE PRESBYTERIANS 

It was in 1877 that the Rev. James S. Stewart, a 
missionary at Palestine (Gladstone), made regular visits 
as far as the Little Saskatchewan to the west, visiting the 
scattered settlers in their homes and conducting servi"ces 
wMrever he could gather a group of people together. 

Two years later, a student named J. C. Willert was 
sent to the district. He made his headquarters in the Sal
isbury district, staying at the home of James Crawford. 
Rev. Finlay McLeod spent much time in this part of the 
province, preaching the gospel and helping the settlers to 
get established. 

In 1881, when Neepawa was showing signs of getting 
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established as a trading c,ehtre, the Rev. D. McRae 
undertook mission work with Neepawa as his headquarters. 
For a time, services were held in the upper storey of a 
small building at the east end of Hamilton St., the lower 
part being used for, some years as a post office. 

By this time the new town was increasing in popula
tion, and in the spring of 1882 the ~ople felt that a larger 
place of worship was needed. They secured a site between 
First and Second Avenues, a block south of Hamilton St. ,_ 
and with the assistance of $400 from the Church and Manse 
Building Fund, they proceeded with the erection of a frame 
building. J. J. Hamilton, Wm. Connell, Walter Brydon 
and Rev. D. McRae were appointed as a building commit:' 
tee. Charles Stewart, Peter Stewart and John Hunter were 
elected trustees of the church property; and J. J. Hamilton, 
Peter Scott and John Hunter formed the Board of Manage
ment. 

Those on the first Communion Roll, drafted about 
this time, included: Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Hamilton, Mr. and 
Mrs. G. O. Clare, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Connell, Mr. and 
Mrs. D. McNab, Margaret McNab, Alex. McLean, Mr. 
and Mrs. Wm. Graham, Catherine Graham, David Bigg, 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Hunter, Mr. andMrs. John Hunter, 
John Dempsey, Mr. and Mrs. Duncan McLaren, Mrs. 

, Brydon Sr., Mr. and Mrs. Thos. Everall. 

The new church was opened for public worship by 
the Rev. James Robertson, Superintendent of Missions,on 
October 29, 1882. As far as the records show, the first 

• child baptiz?d was Walter, son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Hunter, on October 25th, 1882. The first recorded mar
riage after organization of the congregation was J. A. 
Clare to Agnes McLean, December 12th, 1883, by Rev. D. 
McRae. 

A notable figure in the history of local Presbyter
ianism was the Rev. S. C. Murray, who arrived with his 
bride on July 24th, 1885, the day after volunteers returned 
home from the Riel Rebellion. As the tovvn grew, so the 
congregation was growing. A larger church was a neces
sity; and in 1891, the present church, at the corner of 
First Avenue and Mill Street, was erected, part of the 
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work being contributed on a voluntary basis. The new 
structure was opened on March 15th, 1892, with Rev. S. 
C. Murray as its first minister, and the first Session COD 
sisting of W. F. Young, John Coutts, J. J. Hamilton and 
Peter M. Stewart. 

The first manse was built by George O. Clare in 
1886, at a cost of $1,200, ana stood two blocks south of 
the Land Titles Office, just east of Brown Avenue. 

There was considerable controversy aroused in 
1924-25 over the matter of union within the Presbyterian 
and Methodist Churches. Union was finally brought about 
formally in June, 1925, and Knox Church lost about 106 
members. At a congregational meeting which was called 
to discuss and decide on all matters pertaining to union, 
the congregation voted to remain loyal to the Presbyterial 
faith. In the years following, though the church lost many' 
of its adherents, it also welcomed many new f!lmilies whc 
decided to throw in their lot as members of Knox. 

Knox Church ministers, dating from 1885, have in
cluded; Rev. S. C. Murray, Rev. Robt. Paterson, Rev. R 
Francis Hall, Rev. H.G. Crozier, Rev. C. H. Best, Rev. 
R. G. Stewart, Rev. R. J. Kirkland, Rev. H. M. Coulter, 
Rev. W. P. Graham, Rev. J. H.Stewart, Rev. R. H. Arm-:~ 

strong, Rev. G. Bastedo. The present incumbent is Rev.' 
Douglas Anderson. 

THE UNITED CHURCH 

Not long after the first Riel Rebellion a strong effor: 
was made to establish the Methodist faith in Neepawa and 
district. Rev. Thomas Lawson, appOinted by the Methodis 

. Conference of Toronto, came west to carryon work amon! 
the early settlers of the Little Saskatchewan Valley. He 
established regular appointments at Salisbury, Honeyman' 
Rapid City, Prairie City (Minnedosa), and sometimes . 
went as far west as Shord Lake. 

He was ably assisted by such men as Rev. William 
Halstead, of Portage la Prairie, Rev. J. F. German,. of 
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Winnipeg, and Rev.W. R. Morrison of Gladstone. A Cir
cuit Board was formed at the house of Bro. M. E. Bough
ton, who was elected Recording Steward of the Circuit. 

In1879, the work of the Mission became too stren
uous for one minister; so the Mission was divided, Rev: 
Thomas Lawson going to Rapid City and Rev. J. Walton, 
of Edmonton, coming to Salisbury. -:-Rev. Walton also 
opened up appointments at Stoney Creek, and also at Ham
ilton's and Graham's, near the present town of Neepawa. 

In 1880, Rev. G, K. Adams arrived from Ontario, 
He visited all outlying appointments the settlera' homes 
and also held services wherever he found it possible to 
find facilities,' Fraser's, Tait's and Van Blaricom's were 
converted to appointments, He had the best of help from 
Richard Halpenny, George Edwards, Robert Hamilton 

and William Pockett. 

In 1881, the first church in Neepawa was erected at 
an approximate cost of $1,300, The number of members 
was thirty-nine. Officials were John Edwards, Nathaniel 
Churchill and B, R Hamilton. 

It is interesting to note a comparison in building 
costs. A Parsonage was built in 1887 under the leadership 
of Rev. W. W. Calpitts for approximately $1,800, The ' 
Mission at this time was divided into the Circuits of Nee
pawa and Lansdowne, M, H. Fieldhouse was Recording 

,Secretary of the former and M. E, Boughton, the latter. 

, In 1906 an invitation was extended to the Annual Con
ference to meet in Neepawa. The invitation was accepted. 
At this Conference the largest class in the history of the 
Manitoba Conference was ordained. 

In 1923, Rev. R G. Pritchard took over as pastor, 
and it was during his time that church union came into 
effect. 

The first mini3ters before the turn of the century 
included: Rev. G K. B. Adams. 1882; Rev.!. N. Robin
son, 1884; Rev. W. Colpitts, 1886; Rev. John Stewart, 
1889; Rev. Thos. Argue, 1890; Rev. J. J. 'Leach, 1893; 
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Rev. John Maclean, 1896; Rev. W. W. Abbot came in 1901. 

THE BAPTISTS 

A large number of the early settlers who came to 
the Neepawa district were of the Baptist faith. They or
ganized a church at the corner of First Avenue and Bound
ary Street in 1891, with the following charter members: 
Mr. and Mrs. William Dunlop, Mrs. John Vague, Mrs. 
B. Pyott, Mrs. John Pyott, Mrs. F. Rouleau, Mrs. G. 
McFadyen and Rev. Alex. Dunlop. The earliest records 
available, those of 1899, lists the following among officials: 
James Poole, T. Reid; Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Allen, G. 
Frampton; and the trustees, Messrs. Robertson and 
Dunsmore. 

In quite recent years, a fine new church was built 
on Mountain Avenue a block north of the Post Office, on 
the property where the dwelling of Mr. and Mrs. W. A. 
Kellington stood. The new building is a most attractive 
one, built along modern lines. Baptists are proud of their 
new home of worship which was built with the assistance 
and through the good offices of one of their staunchest ado: 
herents, Mr. E. W. Poole. The present incumbent is 
Rev. Elmer Anderson. 

Among the early pastors were: Rev. F. B. Rouleau,: 
Rev. F. W. Auvache, Rev. F. Letts, Rev. B. Goodfield,:
Rev. D. Alexander, Rev. McCormack, Rev. A. W. Mayse, 
Rev. John Gardiner, Rev. J. A. Bracken, Rev. C. W, 
King, Rev. P. C. Cundy, Rev. Cook, 'Rev. H. Wilson and 
Rev. F. W. Haskins. 

After preliminary organizational work, Glendale 
built a church in 1903, A. J. Vinning taking a very active 
part in the project. Many members ofthe Neepawa church 
transferred their membership to Glendale at that time. 

SALVATION ARMY 

The influence of the Salvation Army, both from a 
religious and a service point of view, was felt in Neepawa 
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1S far back as 1887. In that year Capt. Joe Mallion built 
';he Army Hall that was destroyed by fire some years later. 
A.. new hall was soon erected on the foundations of the 
::lriginal building, under the capable management of Capt. 
Fred Watts and Capt. L. Newby. 

It is a· curious anomaly that, while the Salvation 
Army is universally respected, there have been those 
people who looked on the organization-with jaundiced eyes. 
Possibly because the Army was born in adversity, and 
nas always had the reputation of engaging in fields of ser
vice which may not have been too attractive to another 
denomination, there may have been some people who look
ed on them with a patronizing air. This attitude may have 
been due to the fact that much of Army work is with human 
derelicts, particularly in the larger cities. But to the 
world at large, and to men and women who have seen mil
itary service in particular, the "Sally Anns" as they have 
been affectionately known are tops. 

Sometimes qiscouraged, but never defeated, the 
Army works for the physical and spiritual betterment of 
the community. They are ever ready to lend a helping 
hand and a cheerful heart to any cause that will benefit the 
community at large. In over seventy years of service to 
this community, the people of Neepawa feel that the Army 

.is performing a wonderful work; in many cases a work 
which other religious organizations cannot reach. 

Lieut. Douglas Moore is in charge of the local corps 
at the present time. 

THE ANGLICANS 

The first Anglican service ever held in the district 
took place six miles southwest of Neepawa at the home of 
a Mr. Pattison. It was conducted by a minister named 
Sargent. It was his 10-year-old daughter who was kidnap
ped by the Indians and was never returned. 

In 1881 regular services were conducted at Orange 
Ridge by the Rev. A. L. Fortin. 
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On March I, 1885, the first Anglican service was 
held in Neepawa at the home of Dr. McFadden, with Rev. 
Mark Dukes as officiating clergyman. Later on, services 
were held iIi Lawyer Breck's office in the Court House, 
and in the Orange Hall. At this time, Neepawa was part 
of the parish of st. George, Glendale. Rev. Dukes resided 
in Minnedosa and held services at Clanwilliam, Minnedosa, 
Glendale and Bethany. --

From 1886 to 1888, inclusive, Neepawa services 
were held and conducted by John Taylor, a lay-reader, 
with occasional services held by outside clergymen to 
conduct Holy Communion ana the administration of Holy 
Baptism. 

In 1888, the church people met and decided to send 
a resolution to the Archbishop asking for the appointment 
of a permanent clergyman. Anglicans behind the move
ment included John Taylor, Dr. McFadden, Harold Pier
son, Richard Ralph, C. D. Bemrose, Jas. Greener, H. D. 
Talbot, David Moore, C. Walsh and M. McFadden. Offi
cers of the first congregation listed J. J. Ewer, Dr. Mc
Fadden, H. J. Pierson, J. P. Curarn, H. D. Talbot, A. 
M. Dalton, R. Edwards, Jas. Greener, R. Ralph, J. Mc
Gill, C. L. Walsh, D. H. Harrison and W. H. Ewer. 

The first permanent place of worship was built in 
1889 under the management of the Rev. C. R. Littlers, 
and stood on the site which is now occupied by the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Hole on First Ave. south. This church 
was destroyed by fire in 1897, and during the same"year 
the present church was built, when the Rev. C. W. Houghton 
was minister. The tower and bell were added in 1922. 

Some of the early rectors since 1885 were: Rev. 
Frank Dukes, Rev. C.R. Litter, Rev. F.R. Hole, Rev. 
H. E. Dobbes, Rev. C. W. Houghton, Rev. A. W. Woods, 
Rev. F. W. Goodeye, Rev. F. S. DeMattos, Rev. I. Mc
Donald, Rev. R. C. Pitts, Rev. P. D. Locke, Rev. J. M. 
McKinney, Rev. William Brailsford and the Rev. Canon. 
H. L. Roy. 

As a point of interest it might be noted that Charles 
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ioodeye,· son of the Rev. F. W. Goodeye, was born here. 
Ie· later became Sir Charles Goodeye for his invention to 
letect enemy mines during the second World War. 

L"1 front of st. James Anglican Church, Neepawa, on 
lIain Street, which is No. 4 Highway, stands a neat sign, 
!rected, I believe, by a recent incumbent, Father John 
)atrick. The sign has been the sour.J;)e of wide-spread 
Lttention from a throng of passing motorists, and has been 
Ihotographed dozens of times already. The sign reads: 
)RNE CAREFULLY. YOU MIGHT HIT AN ANGLICAN. 

Sage advice, no matter where you encounter it, don't 
'ou think? 

::ATHOLIC CHURCH 

St. Dominic's Church was established in the year 
.926. 

The first Catholic Missionary Priest came to Fort 
a Reine, which was near the present location of Portage 
a Prairie. This was away back in 1742. 

The first record of Catholic activity in this district 
'vas at Minnedosa in 1886. In 1915, when the Archdiocese 

',f Winnipeg was formed, Rev. Father Caul, of Brandon, 
ormed a Mission at Neepawa. He made periodic visits 
tere. He was succeeded by Rev. Fathers Mehan and Mur
)hy, also of Brandon. 

During 1924, the Rev. lW. A. Cournoyer was appointed 
o take charge of Minnedosa and surrounding Missions. 
n October of the same year he held regular services in 
Jeepawa, and early in 1925 he superintended the erection 
If a small church. Dedication formalities took place on 
\.ugust 4, 1925, and was dedicated to st. Dominic. The 
tight Rev. A. A. Sinnott, Archbishop of Winnipeg, offici-' 
,ted, ably assisted by Rev. L. Baniuk, later of Hartford, 
::onn. Rev. Cournoyer remained in charge during the 
;reater part of 1925. Some ofthose who succeeded him in 
he earlier yearsofthis church were Rev. W. F. Edmon
lon, Rev. A. J. Luty, Rev. F. X. MacAuley and Rev. T. B. 
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Grace. 
In 1929, Rev. B. V. Murdin, resident Priest at 

Minnedosa, was placed in charge of st. Dominic's. A few 
years ago the church was enlarged to take care of the in
creasing number of its worshippers. 

OTHER CHURCHES 

The GREEK CATHOLIC followers have just complet 
a fine new church on the east side of north Mountain Ave
nue, between the Salt Plant and the C. P. R. depot. This 
imposing looking structure ~ill serve better the church's 
growing membership. 

CALVARY CHAPEL is situated on the corner of 
First Avenue and Hamilton Street. Members" of this faith 
bought the property where, for many of the earlier years, 
John Brown and family made their home. As the congre- : 
gation grew, more accommodation was needed. In more 
recent years, a large church was built on the corner 
facing Hamilton Street. Here, the present incumbent, Rev 
Ray Collver, looks after the spiritual needs of a large 
congregation. 

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES. Followers of this spirit
ual belief have been numerous in the district for many 
years, and have worshipped in various places which were 
available. Now as their numbers increase, they are in the .. 
process of erecting a permanent place of worship. .. 

The CHURCH OF CHRIST was not active in the town 
until about five years ago. A small church stands at the 
east end of Davidson Street. 

The fact that Neepawa has so many churches speaks 
well for the town from a spiritual point of view. All de
nominations and beliefs are actively engaged in minister
ing to the needs of the population, not only in the town, but 
in a wide area surrounding it. 



CHAPTER VII. 

'* Beautiful Plains -
Agricultural Society 

"John A. Davidson, M. P. P., and Alfred M. Dalton, 
Esq. , two persons appointed by the Board of Agriculture, 
called the first meeting of the Dauphin Agricultural 
Society. " 

The above sentence is the first entry in the minutes 
of the B. P. A. S.; minutes which have been kept and care
fully preserved since that first entry was made, July 29, 
1882. 

Several years later, 1885, the name of the organi
zation was changed to Beautiful Plains Agricultural Soci
ety, an active link with that hardy settler who on reaching 
the Arden Ridge, looked westward and exclaimed, "What 
beautiful plains!" 

The first officers of the new organization, which 
antedated the Town of Neepawa, were: president, John 
Hunter; vice-presidents, Stephen Orton and Walter Bry
don; secretary, M. H. Fieldhouse; treasurer, J. J. Ham
iton; auditor, A. M. Dalton. The directors were: Rich
ard Halpenny, Robert Davidson, William Currie, David 
Bryce, George Brownell, John Crawford and Robert 
Connell. 

In· August, 1882, Davidson & Hamilton offered a 
block of land in the Town of Neepawa for the use of the 
new society. The offer was accepted and in October of that 
year the first Agricultural Exhibition was held on land . 
which later became C. N. R. property. Exhibits included 
horses, cattle, hogs, grain, roots, vegetables, ladies' 
work, diary and domestic products .. At year's end the 
society showed a balance of $10. 16, and of this amount 
"Ten dollars was voted to the acting treasurer for his 
services. " 
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The names of Gregor McGregor, of Mekiwin, George 
Little, Robert Carson, James Watson, John Honeyman, 
J. F. Graham and G. O. Clare soon appeared among the 
list of directors. The infant organization was rapidly 
growing too big for its swaddling clothes. Prize money 
was increased, a prize list was printed and a set of rules 
and regulations dral'm up, of which Rule 10 is of interest: 
"AU'bulls must be properly seutlred and not allowed to 
run at large on show ground. " 

The balance on hand at the end of 1883 was $68.76; 
and again neW names appeared. There were James Craw
ford, of Salisbury; ,John Edwards, Oberon; Peter Scott 
and Andrew Thompson, Wellwood; T. VanBlaricom, Eden; 
and Duncan McShannock, of Oberon. Gregor McGregor 
was elected president, a position he held for twenty years. 

Both a Spring Fair and the annual Exhibition were 
held in 1884. In the following year O. E. Reilly, W. H. 
Muckle, Thomas Harrison (founder ofthe Harrison Lum
ber Yards), John Thomson, W. J. Hamilton and S. A. 
Adamson appeared on the directorate. 

Some, records seem to have been set in 1887 when 
Arthur Kilburn displayed a 28-poung cabbage, while G: 
McGregor had 42 varieties of potatoes, all named. Some 
of the vegetables on display at this fair were secured by 
a representative of the C. P. R. "for transmission to 
England to open the eyes of the Britishers. '.' 

About this time Adam McKenzie, a settler-farmer 
oD,:, the grand scale, got into the picture. "By damn, " . 
Adam exclaimed, "this time I've got some fine wee 
beasties." He proved it by winning eleven firsts and eleven 
seconds in fifteen classes of cattle. 

In 1890, after having received offers for their pro
perty from John A. Dav'idson and John Crawford, the 
Society acquired a parcel C1.f land in the southwest section 
of the town. This property was farm land and was owned 
by Andrew Caswell. At this time, men pro~~nent in the 
affairs of the B. P. A. S. included B. R. Hami1t<on, local 
hardware merchant who built the block now known as 
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Strock Hardware; Jas. A. Clare, a prominent merchant 
for many years at the southwest corner of Hamilton and 
Mountain Ave.; W. F. Sirett, who sat in the Legislature 
later; Claude Still, rather of Claude, Jr., prominent 
druggist in Neepawafor forty years; John Law, well kIi0wn 
grain buyer and fuel merchant; Peter McNab, James Hill, 
Robert Burns; John Hall, later to be mayor of the town; 
John Wemyss, barrister and secretary of the society for 
a number of years; Robert Habkirk, a one-time president 
of the Society; Joseph Jackson; Dan Hamilton, builder 
and progriet0:r- of the Hamilton Hotel; J. H. Irwin, father 
of Fergi~Irwin, himself.a.d.irector for year~. 

. In . .1901,.Jhe Society urged the .Government of Man-
itoba to getiot:c> the ha.iljnsur!ince qusiness, as many of 
the directors had no confidence in the independent .com'
panies..lt also recommended to the Government that Nee
pawa be the site of an Agricultural. College. 

By 1902, baseball was introduced as an attraction 
at the Fair. The resolution at that time read: "That the 
Society give Ii prize for baseball, only country teams to· 
co.mpete; first prize to be $15, second, $10, if four 
teams compete; if only two teams compete, $20 for first 
prize, and no second. " Twenty-five years ago, or more, 

.. the annual 3-day Fair was discontinued. 

As farmers concentrated more on raising grain, 
and as more and more automotive power carne into use, 
the live stock population decreased, and fewer men were 
in the business of breeding and raising stock for show 
purposes. But the B. P. A. S. still holds its annual Domin
ion Day Sports, at which baseball is the chief attraction. 
With the profits thus derived, the Society is in a position 
to foster and support such activities as the Annual Fat 
Stock Show and Sale, the Fall Fair, the annual Poultry 
Show, and various other activities connected with the val-

• uable 4-H Club work. Needless to say, the prize money 
has been increased over that of 1902. Some criticism has 

. been directed at the Society for not holding an annual Fair; 
but, at the same time, the Department of Agriculture has 
commended it for its present plan of raising money to 
assist agricultural pursuits. 
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It was in 1903, too, that a delegation waited on the 
Legislature, again urging that an Agricultural College be 
established at Neepawa. At the same time the Federal 
Government granted the Society a free permit to cut lum
ber for the new stock barns which were to be erected pn .' 
the grounds. It is interesting to note that material could 
be bought at that time at prices which seem fantastic to
day; rough dimension at $13 a.:thousand; siding, $16.50; 
and surfaced at $15. 

The same year a change in the name of the organi
zation was brought about. The minutes do not explain why 
such a change should have been suggested, because fifteen 
years later there was to be another change. At any rate, 
the Beautiful Plains Ap;ricultural Society became the 
Northwestern Agricultural and Arts Association, and all 
assets of the former society were turned over to the new 
body. A campaign was organized to sell stock, and at a 
meeting of the shareholders, held in May, 1903, "pursuant 
to theoAct incorporating the Society, " these shareholders 
were named directors: G. S. McGregor, J. H. Irwin, 
George Hamilton, Stephen Benson, J. W. Jackson, J. A. 
McGill, G. A. Dinwoody, Geo. Little, W. G. Pollock, W. 
Brydon, Geo. H. Edwards, Wm. Montgomery,_ R. A. 
DaVidson, Jos. Laidler, G. M. Gibbs, J. H. Howden,D. 
R. Gardiner, Wm. Willoughby, Dr. G. A. McKenzie, 
Robt. Elliott, John Wemyss, Wm. Young, John R. Gunn, 
Richard Lea and S. McLean. 

In 1905, John Wemyss resigned after a long tenure 
as secretary. He was succeeded by R. D. Young, a Valued 
citizen of the town, who, at different times had been Col
lector of Customs, Secretary of the School Board and . 
secretary of the Neepawa Hospital. In the same year, J. 
H. Howden, M. P. P., was instrumental in obtaining a . 
grant of $2,000 from the Legislature. This year, too, the 
annual Fair was held in mid-summer as a 3-day affair. 
Authority was given to build a grandstand and to fence the 
race track. 

The first excursion train to carry people to the Nee
pawa Fair was organized in 1905, and cam~ from Russell. 
Two local medical men, Dr. I. L. McInnis and Dr. J. S. 
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Poole, were judges of domestic and ladies' work. Season 
tickets sold for a dollar. 

In 1908, Walter Gordon was named the first Fair 
Manager. Two years later a $25 reward was offered for 
information leading to the conviction of persons destroy
ing Society property. The reward was never collected, 
and depradations are still continufiig after half a century. 
In 1911, James A. Dempsey was named secretary-man
ager, and three years later he was followed by John Hall. 
From 1915 to 1919 George Harper handled the job. 

By 1918 Gregor McGregor, the grand old man of the 
Society, laid down his gavel and was made an Honorary 
Member. He was succeeded by George Hamilton. 

The minutes are a bit obscure around this period, 
but it appears that in or about 1918 the organization again 
became the Beautiful Plains Agricultural Society. In this 
year it recognized and supported the N eepawa Girls Base
ball Team, coached and managed by the late Archie Mc
Conaghy. This team, a highly efficient crew, gained a lot 
of fame in Manitoba and the west. 

The SOCiety joined the Manitoba Agricultural Fairs 
Association in 1921 and in the same year held its first 
plowing match. In 1923, Stephen Benson was named sec
retary. Mr. Benson had been a successful farmer south 
of the town for many years, and being an authority on live 
stock, made an efficient secretary. 

About this time the south part of the Fair Grounds 
was sold to R. Burnett. Later, it was the site of the Nee
pawa Golf Club. The Society continued active under the 
guidance of such men as Goodwin Kilburn, Vice-president 
for many years, Cecil Connell, Harry O'Neill, Walter 
Townsend, W. A. Kellington, Geo. Lang, E. P. Boyle, 
Donald Carmichael, C. T. Pedlar and F. A. Sirett. About 
this time, too, Miss Nora Benson was appointed secretary, 
a position she held for a number of years. 

In 1929, the Fair reverted to a 2-day event, held in 
the middle of July. George Hamilton, the president, died 
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in 1930 and was followed by James Hall. There was con
siderable agitation in 1929 to move the Fair Grounds to 
the site of the present Collegiate, but no definite action 
was ever taken. 

The year 1933 was a memorable one. That year a 
formidable project was proposed, a Back-Home-Week to 
celebrate the Golden Anniversai"Y of the town. Animmense 
amount of work was put into the affair which attracted 
many former residents of the town and district. 

No Fair was held in 1934, but it was about this time 
that a demand was made to the Department of Agriculture 
that an Agricultural Representative be stationed in N ee
pawa. It was due to the persistent efforts of the late Jim 
Hall that such a representative was finally appointed for 
this district. 

Jesse Curtis was named secretary in 1935. There 
was a period in the 30's when the Society became rather 
dormant. Many of the smaller Fairs were finding it in
creasingly hard to function, and much of the enthusiasm 
shown by citizens towards the annual Exhibition seemed 

. to have cooled. But now there was a mortgage of less than 
fifteen hundred dollars on the property. Interest, insur
ance and taxes had to be paid. The directors didn't find 
out until several years later that the Society was tax
exempt. Year after year they begged for enough assistance 
from the town to payoff this small annual overhead. The 
town took the taxes each year, but graciously supplied the 
Society with enough to pay those same taxes. 

During this period of inactivity the grounds were 
only used about once a year, when local War Veterans 
sponsored an annual sports day. About 1936, a group of 
Hutterites made overtures to president James Hall with 
with the idea of buying the grounds for a colony. In fact, 
they had money deposited in a local bank to purchase the 
property if the deal should be accepted. At that time the 
only two signatures on the $1330 mortgage were Jim Hall 
and Robert Habkirk, a former president. Mr. Habkirk 
was ready to sell and be relieved of further responsibility. 
Mr. Hall thought that further efforts should be made to 
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save the grounds and get the Society out of the red. So he 
approached four local sports-minded citizens, requesting 
their assistance in getting the organization back to sol
vency. This Sports Committee, named in 1936, by the latE 
Fred L. Davis, consisted of A. F. (Dick) McKenzie, chair 
man, Clarence Kerr, "Scotty" Burnett and the late Bob 
Tindall. Since that time the committee has been augmente 
by the addition of J. G. White, R. A. Greentree, the late 
T. A. Martin, Nelson Dunsmore (CUrrent president), and 
Harvey Thomson, who succeeded Jesse Curtis as secre
tary. 

During the years since the Society got out of the 
Fair business it has sponsored many activities pertaining 
to agriculture; swine, grain and calf clubs; rural public 
speaking contests; 4-H Club rallies, one of which was the 
biggest ever held in Canada; Fat Stock Shows; an artificial 
breeding club, reputed to be the first of its kind on the 
continent. During the last war it made substantial donations 
each year to War Services. It gave financial aid to the 
extent of $1, 100 to the local Recreation Committee. It 
has always been ready and willing to assist any project 
which has been for the good of the community. In addition 
to this work, several thousand dollars have been turned 
back into the property, improving and beautifying the 
grounds, which are a credit to the town and district. 

At the present time the Society is financially sound. 
This happy situation is largely due to the wise counsel and 
the kindly guidance of Jim Hall, who, a few months prior 
to his death in 1950, had been re-elected as president for 
the twentieth consecutive year. Today, a ward in the Nee
pawa District Memorial Hospital, endowed by the Society, 
perpetuates his name. 

Much of the credit for the well-kept appearance of 
the property is due to the late Tom Martin, who, for a 
number of years, took a great pride in keeping the ground 
trim and neat. Another man who, in earlier years, made 
a like contribution was the late Wm. A. Kellington. 

It would be difficult, in a brief narrative, to cover 
the space of seventy-five years, to enumerate the diffi
culties encountered, as well as the achievements, by this 
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ever-changing band of workers. No doubt many of them 
have been inadvertently overlooked. Both within and out
side the B. P. A. S. they handed down an enviable heritage 
to those who carryon today. Those early directors had 
fa~th in the country and confidence in the future; On July 
26th, 1958, the B. P. A. S. will have passed its 76th mile
stone. It will continue to carryon as a living monument 
in the best traditions of the Oi'ganization. 

The local Poultry Association is about the same age 
as its parent body, theB. P. A. S.; and in spite of almost 
insurmountable obstacles and lack of support, it has con
tinued to function year after year. Men like Bill Davie, 
Sr., Russ Bell, Bill Shore, the late Charlie Parrott and 
Harry Frampton have been its mainstays in more recent 
years. It is not our intention to draw particular attention 
to the poultry group at the expense of other groups equally 
valuable to agriculture. But it is appropriate that we 
should mention one chicken fancier who brought fame to 
the town, although he is not now raising poultry. We refer 
to Harry Frampton. 

Almost thirty years ago, Harry had some White 
Orpingtons which he and other poultry men considered 
good specimens, even good enough for worldwide com
petition. So, in 1930, Harry submitted some of his brids 
for a rigid inspection by Provincial and Federal Depart
ments of Agriculture. Having been approved, the birds 
were sent to the World Poyltry Congress, which was held 
at the crystal Palace, London, England. Here, all they 
did was sweep everything in their class, and Harry has 
the certificate to prove it. They were purchased by the 
Government of Belgium. 





CHAPTER 

* 
VIn. 

The Salt Industry 

Almost fifty years ago there was' a feeling among 
certain people in the town that there might be oil in the 
area, and nothing seems to be more contagious than the 
fever that accompanies those magic words, "oil" or "gold. 

It is said that the first exploratory drilling took 
place in the lane near the Hamilton Hotel. Another hole 
was drilled on the John McKone property in the north
western section of the town, adjoining the C. N. R. right 
of way. The dream of oil failed to materialize, but a large: 
lake of brine was found. Thus began the salt industry in : 
Neepawa. 

Many people subscribed money for the new enter
prize and a charter was obtained. Apparently, the expense 
of putting the new cOJ:;npany on a profitable basis was 
greater than the promoters antiCipated. At any rate, the 
project was not a success. 

About 1927 the company was revived, but again had 
. to suspend operations due to lack of capital. Then, in 
1931, W. R. Belden, of Brandon, became interested in the 
prospect, made tests of the brine, and so satisfactory did 
he find them that he decided to promote the industry" Soon 
afterwards, the Neepawa Salt Company, Limited, was in 
operation. 

It wasn't long after this that Canadian Industries 
Limited got into the picture, buying the Neepawa Salt 
Company, and drilling on property between the Collegiate 
and the C. P. R. depot. On this property C. I. L. erected 
buildings and installed modern machinery approximating 
a third of a million dollars in value. 

Salt production is the most important industry in 
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. Neepawa. It is pumped 1,500 feet from a seemingly inex
haustible lake of brine. This solution is evaporated and 
salt, magnesium chloride and calcium chloride are crys
tallized out in successive stages. The two products of the 
plant are salt in all its forms and flake chlorides. The 
latter are used for laying dust on roads and weighting 
tractor tires. 

At the peak of its productionthis busy Neepawa in
dustry employed ·about sixty people and turned out eighty 
to a hundred tons of salt a day. 

i X 0 CHAPTER 

* Politics Down The Years 

In trying to understand the political situation since 
we had representation, both Provincially and Federally, 
one must appreciate the fact that Neepawa and surround
ing district has been a part of several constituencies .. In 
other words, the riding of which we have been a part has 
been carved up so often that many people find it difficult 

,to comprehend our constituency boundaries. This applies 
equally to the political picture with regard to Manitoba as 
well as to the House of Commons. 

Although Manitoba was given the status of a province 
in 1870, this area was not included in the new province' 
until 1881. It was part of the North West Territories. 

FEDERAL FIELD 

In 1881, Neepawa became a part of the Federal 
Constituency of Marquette, and for eleven years we were 
represented by Robert Watson, a Liberal, who was later 

. appointed to the Senate. 

Nathaniel Boyd, a Conservative, was elected. in 
1892 and again in 1896. Tn 'the following Dominion election 
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he was defeated by Dr. Rutherford. In 1904, John Craw
ford, Liberal, defeated Nat Boyd. Mr. Crawford was, in 
turn, defeated in 1908 by Arthur Meighen, who later be
came Canada's Prime Minister. Before his retirement, 
the Right Honorable Arthur Meighen became Conservative 
leader in the Senate. In the famous "Reciprocity" election 
of 1911 Mr. Meighen was again elected, his opponent bein~ 
the Rev. Robert Paterson, cP-resbyterian minister at 
Neepawa. 

Somewhere between 1892 and the turn of the century 
there was a re-distribution of ridings. Marquette lost 
some of its eastern territory, and Neepawa was part of 
the constituency of Macdonald. 

About ten years later there was another redistrib
ution and Macdonald riding gave way to N eepawa; or at 
least Neepawa was in a riding with the latter name. The 
government in power at the outbreak of the First World 
War was given an extension of a year, so that the next 
election was held late in 1917. They went to the country 
under the name of "Unionist. " In this riding Albert Mc
Gregor was opposed by Fred L. Davis, who won the seat. 

1921 was the year the strong Progressive movement 
got going in the west, the year they elected some 65 pro
gressives to the House of Commons. Robert Milne, of the 
Keyes area, was one of them, defeating the Conservative 
standard-bearer, Hugh Ross. 

In 1925, we had a three-cornered fight in the Fed
eral election, when those aspiring for office were T. G. 
Murphy, local druggist running on the Conservative ticket, 
Robert Milne, seeking re-election, and Peter Broadfoot, 
Liberal. Mr. Murphy was defeated by Mr. Milne a year 
later when an election was again called. No Liberal ran 
in this contest. 

In the election of 1930, Mr. Murphy turned the tables 
on Robert Milne, and shortly afterwards was given a place 
in the Cabinet of Prime Minister R. B. Bennett. He was 
made Minister of the Interior and Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs, and it was during this administration that the 
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:esort at Clear Lake was officially made a National Park. 
rhe Honorable T. G. Murphy was the first Neepawa man 
wer to hold Cabinet rank in the House of Commons. 

Mr. Murphy contested the election of 1935 but was 
iefeated by F. D. MacKenzie, local High School principal, 
vhen the Bennett Administration was turned out of office. 

Mter Hon. John Bracken was named Leader of the 
:::onservative Party he opposed F. D. MacKenzie in Nee
lawa. Bracken was elected, but in the following election 
Ie ran in the Constituency of Brandon. Mr. MacKenzie 
vas later appointed to the Pension Board and has been a 
:esident of Ottawa since. 

Again there was a shuffle in the boundaries of Fed
Jral Constituencies. Currently, this district is part of the 
'iding of Portage-Neepawa which extends from a mile 
vest of this town to Kirkfield Park, West Winnipeg, W. G. 
Gib) Weir took the seat following Mr. Bracken's with
lrawal and held it until 1957 when he was defeated by Dr. 
}eorge Fairfield, Conservative, of Portage la Prairie. 
Vith no overall majority in the House of Commons, the 
:onservatives, who had won the most seats, again went 
:> the country in March, 1958. In this battle, Dr. Fair
ield decisively won over Rev. Lloyd Henderson, of 
'ortage la Prairie, who had contested the leadership of 
1e Liberal Party a short time before against the Hon. 
,ester Pearson, present Leader, and the Hon. Paul 
iartin. During the latter part of his term in office "Gib" 
1eir had been Parliamentary Assistant to the Prime 
£inister, following a time as Liberal Wbip. 

~ THE LEGISLATURE 

It was but right and proper that the first man to rep
Jsent Neepawa in the Manitoba Legislature was one of 
.e founders of the town, John A. Davidson. Mr. Davidson, 
Conservative, defeated P. ST. C. McGregor in the 
ection of 1883, the year the town was incorporated .. He 
1S returned by acclamation follOWing the next vote, but 
is defeated by John Crawford, Liberal, in 1886 and again 
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in 1888. 
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Mr. Davidson won the seat back in 1892 but had to 
resign shortly after the election and his place was taken 
by John Forsythe, of Glendale. In 1896 Mr. Davidson 
contested the seat with W. F. Sirett, of Glendale, and the 
latter was elected. 

Again in 1899 Mr. Davidson opposed R. C. Ennis, 
Liberal, from Neepawa's North End. Ennis was elected 
but due to some irregularity, was forced to resign. Again 
Mr. Davidson won the riding in a battle against John 
Crawford. 

Presumably, this Provincial Constituency was knoW] 
at that time as "Beautiful Plains, " a name bestowed on thE 
area by one of the earliest settlers, a name dear to the 
hearts of all citizens of the district. With redistribution, 
the name has disappeared, a situation which should not 
have been permitted, and which should be remedied. 

In the election of 1903, Mr. Davidson defeated Dr. 
J. R. McRae, the Liberal candidate. Shortly after this, 
Mr. Davidson died and his place was filled by J. H. How
den. John A. Davidson was outstanding in his contribution 
to the progress of the young town. At one time he was 
Provincial Treasurer. 

J. H. Howden was destined to receive considerable 
prominence in coming years. In the election following his ': 
first victory, he was opposed by Alex Dunlop, local news..;· 
paper man. Howden won again and was made Minister of 
Telephones and Provincial Secretary. The next time the 
Government asked for a verdict, Mr. Howden won from 
F. L. Davis, his Liberal opponent. Following this election 
Howden was appointed to the Cabinet with the portfolio of 
Attorney-General. This was in the Roblin regime. Again 
he won, this time gaining the decision over the Rev. W.R. 
Wood. 

The Hon. J. H. Howden served one year at this time, 
and was succeeded by the Rev. W. R. Wood, who won over· 
J. H. Irwin, local Conservative farmer. 

George Little, farmer of the Glendale dfstrict, was 
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~lected by acclamation in 1920. Two years later, he was 
19ain sent to the Legislature, this time holding the su
lremacy over James A. Dempsey, Liberal, and Richard 
;oad, Conservative, of Eden. 

When the people were asked for a decision in 1927, 
he line-up was: Dr. Whelpley, Co~rvative, A. J. M. 
:>oole, Progressive, and Stanley Kerr, Franklin, Liberal. 
I1r. Poole was the choice of the electors for some time, 
lefeating Dr. J. S. Poole, of Neepawa, in the following 
:ampaign. 

By this time members of the Provincial House were 
~own as M. L. A. 's---Member of the Legislative Assem
lly, rather than by the earlier title of M. P. P., ---Mem
ler Provincial Parliament. 

Later in the '30 's Dr. Poole won the seat for the 
;onservatives and spent a couple of terms in the Legis
ature. With another redistribution, the constituency ac
[uired the name of Norfolk-Beautiful Plains when it took 
n some of the territory to the south of us . 

. S. E. Burch, of the Wellwood area, followed Dr . 
. "oole, a position which he held until dissolution of the 
~egislature in 1958. At least, he represented Norfolk-
3eautiful Plains as a supporter of the Administration of 
Jremier Campbell. Before dissolution Campbell appointed 
m independent commission to consider another arrange
nent of constituencies. In the shuffle, the name Beautiful 
)lains disappeared, and the riding, with boundaries re
lligned, became known as Gladstone. Neepawa town is 
lOW at the extreme west end of the Federal riding of 
Jortage-Neepawa. The dividing line is at Stoney Creek 
lchool, two miles west. The Provincial riding extends to 
~ake Manitoba, on the east, and extends as far west as 
~ranklin. . 

This, in very brief form, is the political history of 
he town and immediate district, as far as representation 
s concerned. To go into all the ramifications of politics 
Ner the years, to discuss policy, divergence of opinions, 
loints won and lost, reasons for this and that, is not the 
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intention of this writer. That could take another extensivc
i
\; 

volume. 

Suffice it to say, in closing, that as this is being 
written, the Province of Manitoba is in the throes of an 
election. Some future historian may record it. 

CHAPTER 

* 
x. 

The Sporting Scene 

Cowards die many times before their deaths; 
The valiant never taste of death but once. 

--Shakespeare 

A fine sports columnist who died nearly fifty years 
ago was Hugh E. Keogh. He was noted for many one-line 
masterpieces, among them being, "The rules of sport an 
all founded on fair play." Another good one was, "The 
race is not to the swift but that is where to look." And 
again, "The art of self-defense--100 yards in 10 seconds., 

In the days of Hugh Keogh, sport was played more 
for sport's sake, and a "sport" was one who played the 
game for the game's sake and was a good fellow, win or 
lose. If, by any chance, the modern trend of commer
cialism in sport has tended to a condition of dry rot, and 
has taken anything away from the individual's sporting 
instinct, the fans are probably to blame. Conditions 
change, and with changing times the fan gets what he 
demands. 

In the years following the arrival of the settlers, 
their activities were not confined to hard work. They 
needed recreation, just as they needed modest social out- ' 
lets and a fulfillment of their spiritual needs, 'So, with 
equipment (or lack of it) whicli, by today's standards, 
would seem very crude, and under handicaps which we 
wouldn't care to face, these pioneers played the game for 



NEEP A W A, Land of Plenty Page 77 

thegame's sake with equipment which was available, much 
of it home--made. 

Let's go back fifty or sixty years and take a look at 
some of these athletes_ 

Neepawa, and the area surrounding it, has always 
been prominent in various kinns of sport; baseball, 
lacrosse, football (soccer), curling, track and field, 
tennis, horse racing, bowling and shooting, both trap and 
target. They had a go at cricket, too, in other years; and 
in more modern times, hockey was a prime favorite. 

BASEBALL 

Baseball in the district is as old as the town; and 
many stories could be told about its evolution from the 
days when they turned fifty-inch bats out of wagon tongues 
and the catchers caught without mitts or protectors. -
Injuries are common with the best of playing equipment. 
Those old-timers really must have been rugged. With 
them it was a sport to be taken seriously. There was no 
indifference about it. They were out to win, without 
much money being involved. 

One of those early citizens, a man of great natural 
athletic ability, a great "needIer" and one who was a 
master of sarcastic riposte, was Archie McConaghy. He 
also had the ability to tell, in a very graphic manner, 
stories of athletic prowess and incidents in which he had 
played a prominent part. If Archie embellished some of 
these tales, he only succeeded in making more attentive 
listeners. Get Archie and Dan Hamilton together and you 
were assured a good show, with no admission charge. 

According to Archie, the first baseball tournament· 
in Western Canada was held at Virden in the gay nineties. 
A team from Neepawa took part, along with Winnipeg, 
Virden and some local squads. 

The local team had to drive to Carberry and catch 
the train for Virden. Manager Lunn had all the expense 
money and he missed the train. The tournament developed 
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into a 3-day affair, so the boys found themselves in an 
embarrassing situation. Furthermore, they were the butt 
of ribald jokes from the Jans and opposing players, par
ticularly those from Winnipeg. Uniforms must have been 
hard to come by in those days. At any rate, and this is 
according to Archie, the night before the Neepawa gang 
left, they raided a number of l.Q..cal clothes lines. Cotton 
goods were more the fashion in those days, rather than 
the abbreviated sheer apparel of the modern era. Anyway, 
the boys got what they wanted and appeared on the diamond 
with a sort of chic, feminine look; a look which belied 
their baseball ability and determination. 

They were drawn against Winnipeg in the opener, 
and had to win some money to pay expenses. No manager, 
no money! Again, they were being ridiculed so much about 
their appearance that personal vindication was a must. 
Early in the game, with a walk to McConaghy, a single to 
Dick Coad, another single by Hen Coad filled the bases. 
The situatipn was loaded with drama as big Tommy Gra
ham picked up the biggest and longest homemade bat he 
could find. What a situation for a sports announcer! Tom
my got hold of one, and, again according to Archie, they 
never did find the ball. 28-2 was the final score, decisive, 
to say the least. Virden beat them in the final; but Ne.e
pawa won second money, enough to get them home, cotton 
pants and all. When they arrived home in the middle of 
the night, singing "What will the harvest Be?" surely 
their high spirits were justified. 

That was baseball sixty-five years ago, and the 
names of the gladiators should be chronicled. They were: 
Andy Graham and C. Criderman, catchers; (they used to 
call them backstops in those days) Dave McBain, Archie 
McConaghy and his brother-in-law, Dick Coad, pitchers; 
Bill Graham, first base; Dick Coad, second; McConaghy, 
shortstop; "Big George" Currie, at third; Tom, Pete and 
Andy Graham in the outfield. Robert Wells was spare man. 
They didn't carry many extra men in those days, so each 
player had to be versatile. He might have to play three or 
four positions. 
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without the Millars, the Grahams, the Walkers, McKees, 
Hunters, Coads and a few more whose names have been 
submerged in the dust of time. At one time there was a 
4-team league composed of the Prairie Clippers, Eden, 
Salisbury and Neepawa. Although the strong Eden club had 
been collecting most of the money around the country, the 
four teams were fairly evenly matched. Our historian tells 
of one struggle between Salisbury-and Neepawa at Cedar 
Plains, "Five thousand people came for miles around, 
and when the crowd cheered it was just like one great voice 
bellowing out over the plains." It was said to be one of the 
most exciting games ever played in the Neepawa district. 

It was packed with drama. Last of the ninth, two 
out, score tied. Salisbury at bat. The count was three and 
two on the batter. The great Dave McBain was pitching for 
Neepawa, and dapper Jim Hay was the "empire". They 
hadn't invented indicators for the Umpires in those days, 
so they used pebbles which they carried in their pockets, 
one hand for strikes, the other for balls. They swear that 
Hay missed calling a strike which would have retired the 
side. He just forgot to put that little inSignificant pebble 
in the "strike" hand. Result: four balls, and the winning 
run was forced across the plate. 

In all kindness, let us draw the veil of obscurity 
over that painful incident. However, it must prove some
thing. Even in those days many of the "Blind Toms," the 
umpires, must have been afflicted with astigmatism and 
moronic tendencies, even as you and me. 

Eden and Neepawa hooked up in another epic struggle 
for the Dinwoody Cup; and ever since baseball. was first 
played around the village to the north, Eden teams have 
always been tough to beat. In this particular case, a win 
for Eden would cinch the cup; a win for Neepawa would 
mean a tie. 

"Neepawa, " our informant tells us, "had a team 
more of weight than of ability. (More brawn, less brain, 
if you must have it.) Among the players were Jim Howden, 
Sam Heard and George Graham, editor of The Register. 
Graham was under-trained and found difficulty in stooping 
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over to pick up the ball. It was Howden who carried the 
load, gathering in six fly balls in the outfield. Neepawa 
won the game, but before they could leave the field they 
were threatened with mayhem. Irate citizens like George 
Edwards, Alex Denoon, Arthur Kilburn, John Coad, Ben 
Baxter and John Elliott were ready to do battle. They 
claimed that the umpire stole the game. " 

That claim is still standard procedure, even to the 
present day. 

Neepawa has had some good ball clubs over the years 
and has developed a number of fine players. They had to 
be good to compete with Eden in the days of the Coads and 
the Denoons; against those tough Clippers and the Sham
rocks, with such men as the McKees, McGillvray, the 
Grahams, Walkers and Millars; against Gladstone in the 
heydey of Jim Grantham. The Clippers and the Shamrocks 
are no more, but Eden still goes on, and will go on until 
the McGormans and the Jacksons are confined to the Old 
Folks Home. 

The tales of baseball and baseball happenings in the 
Neepawa district are legion. There is enough material to 
made a volume. Time and space, however, do no permit 
a history of this particular sport since the birth of the 
town. Rather, we prefer to put the accent on the happen
ings of many, many years ago; to spend a little more time 
with the pioneers and the Old Timers rather than to dwell 
on more modern episodes. We would like to tell more 
stories as we heard them from Archie McConaghy, and 
from a.llother fine athlete and ·"needler, " Dr. Poole. They 
will have to wait. 

Following the men already mentioned, Neepawa had 
ball clubs master-minded by Char lie Pedlar, Walter Town- . 
send and "Scotty" Burnett; clubs that were respected at 
ball tournaments around the country. It would be imposs
ible to name even the good players over the years; nor the 
exciting games which were played. But before we get into 
another sport, special mention should be made of an 
incident which took place at Neepawa's Dominion Day 
Sports in 1956. It is "The Incident of the Falling Pants. " 
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The affair aroused so much interest that it "made" the 
Canadian Press, appeared in metropolitan dailies across 
Canada, and even got into a few American papers. 

We refuse to mention any name for fear of reprisals. 
The scene took place on the main diamond before an over
flow crowd. The plate umpire is well known in the district. 
The batter had just rapped a sharp-line drive to left field. 
The big crowd watched it intently until a play had been 
made. Suddenly there was a roar of laughter. It was more 
than apparent that the official behind the bat had run into 
belt trouble. His pants were at half mast, and, oblivious 
to the cause of the laughter or to what had happened, he 
was showing an expanse of striped shorts and bare legs. 
Feeling a bit of a breeze on the exposed part of his ana
tomy, he looked pown to discover that disaster has struck. 
Grabbing the pants with one hand, he struck too, ----:for 
the shelter of the club house and a new belt. What a way 
to put Neepawa in the news! 

Both Franklin and Arden also had fine ball players 
in earlier years. Who can forget Len Stewart and the 
inimitable "Casey" Kerr, a one-man ball club, who could 
do a fine job at pitching or behind the plate? At Arden 
there were the McMillan brothers, Allan, Jimmy and Pat. 
Pat, too, was a versatile ball player. It is said that dur
ing the First World War, Pat played with a Canadian All
star team against an American All-Star outfit. The game 
went twenty innings. All Pat did was pitch eleven innings 
and catch the other nine. A great ball player, he was born 
much too soon. He was of major league class. 

THE DISTAFF SIDE OF BASEBALL 

In this case, we refuse to mention dates. We prefer 
to keep on good terms with the gals. 

One of the outstanding sporting organizations of a 
few years ago was the Neepawa Ladies Baseball Team, 
which swept everyghing before them in the year-------in 

• the years when they played. They won 28 consecutive 
games and were proclaimed champions of Western Canada. 
Contemporary critics considered them the best in Canada. 
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While every member of the team was an individual star, 
the battery was the mainstay; ---pitcher Myrtle McKinnon 
and catcher Anne McKinnon. Archie McConaghy again 
comes into the picture. He was their able coach. 

Members of the team were: Islay Mitchell, Annie 
McClory, Marge Thomson, Dorothy Higham, Flossie 
Morrison, Isa Hearn, Edith Connell, Myrtle McKinnon, 
Gertie Hearn and Anne McKinnon. 

And easy to look at, too! 

FOOTBALL 

Today football is what they used to call Rugby. Foot
ball of by-gone days is termed Soccer today. Well, let's 
look" over the football situation in the 80's and 90's. 

Association football in those days was the most pop
ular sport in Manitoba. Although it was a winter game in 
the schools and colleges, it was played throughout the 
year in the country. The Province had a shortage ofteach
ers, and this led to the issue of permits to teach summer 
school. These permit teachers, most of whom were foot
ball players, taught the game as assiduously as they taught. 
readin', 'ritin', and'rithmatic. This, in addition to the· 
Citay Amateur Associations, a Provincial Football Asso
ciation was formed at Portage la Prairie in the early 90's. 
The first president was H. Irwin, of that city. 

From the very start, Neepawa ranked high amop.g 
the competing clubs, and was the first to be awarded the 
Challenge Cup by winning three annual competitions in 
succession. Among the players who were prominent in the 
soccer picture in those early days were Vic Slater, Ben 
Hay, who went overseas to play International football in 
England, Ben Glover, Vernon Fieldhouse, Sam Young, 
Bert Kellington, Hebe Morrison, Archie Fraser, Fred 
Wynn, Stanley Wilkins, Wes and Fred Hewitt, Wes Rut
ledge, Ed Agnew, Bruce Muirhead, Frank Mulvey, Percy 
Gilbert, Charlie st. John, George Craig and Doctor Rose, . 
Bill Dalton, Fergie Irwin and Jim Stewart. 
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The stiffest competition came from Carberry, but 
Gladstone, Minnedosa, Plumas, Portage la Prairie and a 
group of Old Country men from the Orange Ridge district 
also put up stout opposition. One game that must hold a 
record was Carberry vs. Neepawa, played at Portage in 
1908. Starting early one evening, they played until dark. 
They resumed play in the morning. The train from Winni
peg, which the Carberry boys had...Jo tak~ to get home, 
arrived first. So the scoreless tie game had to be defaul
ted to Neepawa after playing over three hours in a'vain 
effort to score one goal. If the train for Neepawa had ar
rived first, Carberry would have been declared winner-
by default. 

Special mention should be made of players in the 
district before the Provincial Association was formed. 
The list included: Harry Bowe, Frank Donaldson, Charlie 
Ashton,W. H. Harrison, Billie Little, John Marriott, Lou 
Hazelton, Bill Thorpe, Bob Thorpe, John Sage, Dick 
Morrison , John Hall, Bob Connell, Albert Carter and Jack 
Whitehead .. Alex Dunlop and Fred L. Davis were two of 
the officials connected with this particular sport in those 
days. 

Football was a great game towards the end of the 
19th century, and Neepawa had some great players. Played 
well it was, and $till is, a great spectator sport. It dis
appeare.d from the local scene many years ago, and today 
is confined to a few teams in the larger cities across 
Canada. 

LACROSSE 

From the time the game of lacrosse first was played 
in Neepawa, some time in the nineties, it had everything 
to make it a crowd-pleasing spectacle. It required speed, 
condition and skill to play the game; and in those days 
when it was at its highest point of interest in Manitoba, in 
the days when rivalry was keen to the point of open enmity 
between Rapid City, Minnedosa and Neepawa, the games 
supplied all the blood-thirsty, spine-tingling thrills of a 
Roman holiday when a citizen was thrown to the lions. 
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Minnedosa and Rapid City had been playing the game 
before it was introduced in Neepawa, but it caught the 
popular fancy at once. It aroused the imagination of the 
lusty; adventurous youth of the time, both participants 
and spectators. 

According to Billy Harrison, himself a classy 
lacrosse player .of his daY-r_ "This was a cow and pony 
town in those days. Cattle were to be seen in the streets. 
Nearly everybody had a cow, and here and there, right on 
our active thoroughfares, were to be seen two's andthree's 
of lacrosse hopefuls, hard at work with sticks and ball, 
Often, residents would wring their hands at the crash of a 
shattered window-pane. " 

The first playing field was on the location of the old 
Baptist Church and westward. The first game was fought 
against Rapid City, our bitter and traditional rivals. The 
word "fought" is used adVisedly. Games between these 
two clubs were never pinktea affairs. No quarter was 
given and none asked. Players would come out of the fray 
beaten, bloody but with heads unbowed. It was no uncom
mon occurence to see the player come out of a tussle 
minus all but a few shreds of his sweater. Wasn't it Fred 
Kerr who got hit on the head with Mrs. Gardner's um
brella when she thought Fred had roughed up her son.? 

Anyway, that first game was bitterly fought and 
Neepawa emerged somewhat humiliated, score-wise. 
Again, according to Bill Harrison, "The Neepawa team 
did not get their sweaters in time and played in B.Y. D. 's, 
with a red badge pinned to the breast. "Could that have 
signified the "Red Badge of Courage, " Bill? And was that 
decade referred to as "The Gay Nineties" because lacros
se players played in their B. V. D. 's and baseball players 
used the feminine type of the same apparel? 

That first team included such stalwarts as W. H. 
Gossell, Tom Donaldson, J. H. Howden, Wm. Taylor, W. 
H. Harrison, Wm. Hogarth, Wm. (Long Billy) Hamilton, 
Jas. (the Artful Dodger) Watson, Archie McConaghy, Wes 
Rutledge, Joe Hamilton and Dr. McFadden, who doubled 

. as president. 
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It is learned, via the grape-vine, that Neepawa 
played against the best teams in the northwest that season, 
and none of them ever scored more than three goals 
against us in anyone game. The trouble was that Neepawa 
played the whole first season, never scored a goal and 
yet had its picture taken. 

From then on, intensive practices were ordered. 
Condition was a necessity. The over-weight boys had to 
run a mile, get on the rubbing table wrapped in wool blan
kets, and have the surplus poundage kneaded off. This was 
repeated as occasion demanded. 

This method soon began to show results. The local 
team began to become more proficient, and were in a 
position to hold their own with the best. 

New talent came on the scene. High class lacrosse 
players like W. Little, Charlie Parrott, Bill Lang, Arc
chie McCorvie, Jim Green, John Kerr, Billy Saults, Wes 
and Fred Hewitt, little Toby Douglas and many other . 
notables, made the Neepawa club one to be feared. It was 
a time of jubilation when the powerful Rapid City team 
was beaten into subjection. 

The list of players is long. In other years there 
. were Frank Jackson and Floyd Stewart, the Damon and 

Pythias of the game. Whenever Jackson got into trouble, 
Stewart was there to bail him out--with a fine display of 
fistic prowess. There was Ollie Alguire,. too big for the 
average man to challenge. There was Joey Marshall, local 
school principal, small, but mighty. Some will remembe'r 
the time when mild-mannered Joey, whose patience 
finally became exhausted, laid three opponents low. And 
another time, when "Spunk" Sparrow, the Winnipeg bad
man, was effectually taken care of by Floyd Stewart. Ah, 
those were the days! 

The crowds seemed to love it. There was one time 
in Minnedosa when a Donnybrook took place and upwards 
of a hundred people mixed it up. Those were the days of 
unrestricted rules. Most anything was allowed. Some of 
the old gang, regrettably not too many of them left, could 
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point with pride to the scars on arms, shins or head, 
where heavy hickory sticks or the tough gut of the mesh 
inflicted painful wounds. The field was big, the players 
had little protection as far as equipment was concerned, 
and the rivalry was keen. Perhaps that:vas what brought 
the crowds out. We are not sure whether or not Neepawa 
ever won a provincial championship, but they were . 
runners-up a couple of time§.:. With such outstanding teams 
as Rapid City, Minnedosa, Brandon, Carman, Roland.and 
Manitou, they had to be good to stay in competition. 

Rules were changed and rough body-checking was 
eliminated. The hard running, knock-down-and-drag-out 
type of play became a thing of the past. Some time later, 
box lacrosse was tried; but it never captured the popular 
fancy as the old Indian game had done. Gradu&.lly, the 
game disappeared from the sporting scene. 

But lacrosse was a good game, a spectacular and 
crowd-pleasing game. Before leaving the sport of lacros
se, let us remember one of Neepawa's earliest photo
graphers, a man whose name is a part of the history of 
lacrosse in Neepawa, Rapid City and Minnedosa. His 
name? W. B. St .. John. 

HOCKEY 

In dealing with the game of hockey as played in 
Neepawa we do not go back to the 80's or 90's, as in the 
case of baseball, lacrosse orfootball. There probably 
was hockey played forty or fifty years ago, but our· stat
istician and hockey expert, "Kern" Framton, has not 
combed the records that far back. 

There was a town league about thirty years ago 
which provided plenty of entertainment; also a Commer
cial League in which rivalry was so keen that the boys 
got quite worked up. In fact, the Auctioneers, Kerrs' and 
the other teams in the circuit were known to work one 
another over to no mean extent. 

Local hockey reached its highest point of interest in 
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"Dirty Thirties." Jobs weren't too plentiful,· so hockey 
players were not so hard to get and easier to keep. 

The season of 1936-37 was one of the big ones. That 
year Dashing Dan Daly was brought in from Selkirk to 
coach and mastermi:ild the home squad. Dan had played 
with Seattle, where he was so popular that he could have 
been elected mayor. Then he went up to Boston in the 
National League for a short spell-:--Dan could play hockey, 
the brUising, bashing type. He asked no favors, and gave 
none. When a game was in progress Dan had a one track 
mind; win that game. The Daly-coached club from Nee
pawa won enough games that season to annex the Inter
mediate A championship of the province. In addition to 
playing-coach Daly the team had: Jack (Nap) Hall, for a 
number of years a member of the R. C. A. F.; Ron Guinn; 
Gordon (Steve) Robinson; George Vivian; Earl (Jiggs) 
Tomlin; "Duke" McDougall; Bert Randall; Merv Tomlin; 
Jim Guinn; Glen Holmes, Harold Thomson; Vic Murray; 
Cliff Virtue; Manson Martih. Clarence Kerr was presid
ent of the club; Jimmy (The Colonel) Dunsmore was 
trainer, with Ed Brough as assistant. 

Those were the days of packed rinks. The appear
ance of the high-class Dauphin team on local ice always 
assured a full house, and a game replete with skill, high 
spirits and keen rivalry. Players and fans alike took their 
hockey seriously. Special trains carried crowds between 
towns. 

Again in 1948-49, the locals captured the Provincial 
Intermediate A honors. Dick Guinan, a very versatile 
athlete, was brought in from Winnipeg as Athletic Direct
or. He doubled as hockey coach in the winter and a highly 
efficient ball player in summer. Dick had an all new team 

. from the one which had won the honors eleven years before, 
with the exception of Glen Holmes. Others on the roster 
were: Clarence Chamberlain, Jack Johnstone, Bill Guinn, 
Lloyd Whiteman, Jack Whiteman, Ken Spackman, Merv 
Rush, Russ Craig, Bob Baker, Pllan Bell, Roy Bell, 
Murray McKay, Rev. Doug Anderson, Bill Watson, Lorne 
Kilburn, with George Vivian as club president. 
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In this same season, Neepawa set a record never 
before matched by any other town in the province. In fact, 
it was believed to be a Canadian record as well. It was 
that of winning three hockey championships in a single 
season; Intermediate A, Midget B and Bantam BB. They 
were all Guinan-coached, and two were managed by Wes 
MCAmmond, former public school principal. Walter 
Green managed the Bantam M's. Wes was a bulwark of 
strength to minor hockey during his stay in Neepawa, 

having managed half a dozen different clubs. 

Guinan also coached the local Bantam AB to pro
vincial honors in 1947 -48, and a later Athletic Director, 
Jim Bulloch, of Winnipeg senior basketball fame, repeated 
with the 1949-50 team. 

Les Gawthrop coached the local Juvenile B's to the 
provincial title in 1950-51; and in 1952-53 Coach George 
Vivian did the same. Other Provincial Bantam BB titles 
were won in 1946-47, with Alex Kuly as coach; In 1954-
55, under Lewis Vivian; and again in 1957-58, with Arni 
Boyd. 

ConSiderably further back, Bill McConaghy led a 
junior club to the finals, but lost. Then there was another' 
junior team, master-minded by Dick Chisholm and Howard· 
Miller, which went to Winnipeg and met the Elmwood 
Millionaries. That year the Millionaires went on to win 
the Memorial Cup, emblematic of Dominion supremacy. 

In the 20's, our former High School principal, F,D. 
MacKenzie, did much for school hockey while in Neepawa, 
at least one of his teams winning the honors in Manitoba 
High School competition. Coaches other than those already 
mentioned who did much for local hockey were Lin Bend, 
Ernie Pelissier, Art Merrill, Arnold McConaghy, Al 
Bajus, Ron Guinn, Clarence Chamberlain, Bob Greentree, 
Norman Cheetham, Pat Coutts, Frank McLachlan, Bill 
Card and others. 

Neepawa also had its fling with the Big Six, but even 
this type of hockey never did reach the spectator appeal 
of those days in the early 30's when Im.uphin and Neepawa 
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packed them in. 

A great deal more could be written about hockey in 
Neepawa and district back over the years; but, as in the 
case of other lines of sport, comparative brevity must 
prevail. It has been the source of high class entertainment; 
but falling attendance in recent years has restricted its 
activity to the minor league variety. 

Reference should be made at this time of a man who 
has done much for hockey in Neepawa over the past dozen 
years or more. His name is Eddie Bell. For several 
years Eddie has promoted and organized a Rural Hockey 
Tournament, confined to players who are not registered 
with any group in organized hockey. Ten or twelve rural 
teams take part each year and the annual event has caught 
the popular fancy. Eddie has been a baseball fan, too, 
:and, along with Cliff Kilburn, organized the original Cubs 
Ball Team. 

THE ROARINf GAME 

Curling in Neepawa goes back about sixty-five years. 
About 1893 there was one sheet for curling, withaskating 
rink in connection. The combination skating-curling head
quarters was located at the east end of the town near thEe 
foot of the hill. 

What the town lacked in accommodation it made up 
in enthusiasm. Prominent skips of the day included Dr. 
Harrison, Dave Lamont, W. P. Johnstone, Dr. McFadden, 
Thos. McCaffery, J. H. Howden and W. B. St. John. 

Chiefly due to the energy and initiative of J. H. How
den, a very fine curling and skating rink was erected in 
1896 on the property behind the present King Edward 
Hotel, where it stood for over thirty years. It was acquir
ed by Bert Rutledge and demolished. Not long after, the 
Neepawa Sports Arena was erected on the same property. 

The original rink was a source of pride to the early' 
citIzens of the town,. They would tell of the many hours 
spent in practice sht~-s, or in plaving the "point" game. 
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They insist that the game of today is not played with the 
same precision as in former days due to the fact that little 
time is spent on "points. " It seems a logical conclusion. 
No game can be played well, and no participant can be at 
his best without practice. 

Curling in Neepawa has a long list of devotees, so 
long, in fact, that it would be auficult to list them all. 
Among the early ones, in addition to those mentioned 
above, were C. J. Card, the Rev. Robt. Paterson, L. V. 
Norman, F. L. Davis, R. D. Young, John Kerr, Wes Rut
ledge, Pete Hazelton, George Richardson, J. B. Cain, 
Wm. Budge, Alex Dunlop, Walter Gordon, John Brown, 
Sam Barr, J. A. Clare, Dan Hamilton, Dr. J. S. Poole, 
Joseph Laidler, Sam, Jack and Joe Vance and Dr. 1. L. 
McInnis. 

The Neepawa Curling Club has always been well 
represented at various bonspiels around the country, and 
local curlers have carried off many trophies. Once again 
the spotlight must be thrown on Archie McConaghy, who, 
by his prowess with the "besom and stane, " probably 
brought back to Neepawa more prizes than any other man 
in local curling history .. Archie was truly the "old pro, " 
the man with the iron _nerve and the glib tongue. One shot -
he made in Winnipeg in 1901 in winning the International 
Trophy is still discussed by old veterans of the game. On 
his last shot Archie drew a port which spectators a short 
distance away said was not wide enough to allow a rock to 
go through. They said L was impossible, that it couldn't 
be done; but Archie did it, stopped on the button and Won 
the event: 

The _ first trophy to be won by local men was a 
second in the New York Life Competition at Winnipeg, 
with Tom McCaffery holding the broom. The first cup to 
come to Neepawa was the Royal Caledonian in 1899, Mc"" 
Conaghy Wa~ the winner. In 1901, J. Vance captured the 
New York Life. In 1913, John Kerr brought back the 
McLaren Cup, and in 1914, McConaghy returned with the 
Eaton, the first time it was up for competition. 

The list is long; too long, unfortunately, to be listed. 



NEEPAWA, Land of Plenty Page 91 

But through the years, certain names will stand out; such 
as Charlie Pedlar, Blake Dunlop, Dr. J.R. Martin, W.G. 
Pollock, Jim Rodgers, Jas. McIntosh, Clarence and Fred 
Kerr, W. Coutts, Earl, Percy and Vic Murray, and a 
host of other fine exponents of the game. 

In 1922, with N. W. McCrum as leader of a promo
tional venture, a splendid new rillK was erected at the 
west end of town, on Fifth Avenue. Before long, this 
building became too small for the needs of local curlers, 
with the result that another and more pretentious structure 
was built next door on Fifth. Here, during winter months, 
ardent curlers, both men and women, enjoy the many 
thrills of "The Roarin' Game." 

Curling has expanded a great,deal since the early 
days, in that more people of all ages take part in 'it. There 
are High School Bonspiels, Veterans, Plumbers, Ladies, 
Farmers 'Spiels. Rinks have sprung up all over the dis
trict, even where there is not a town or a village. It is a 
popular form of sport and entertainment for both sexes 
and for people of all ages. 

GOLF 

It has been referred to as the "Hoof and Mouth Dis
ease" because it entails so much hoofing and there is so 
much mouthing about it after the game. But it's a good' 
game, and has been a popular sport in Neepawa for many 

, years. 
The first golf course was located south of the town 

on part of the property owned by "Scotty" Burnett. It was 
a nine-hole lay-out, not too long, but a picturesque set
ting'and with plenty of natural hazards. The club house 
and No. 1 tee were located in the northeast corner of the 
property, on a hill overlooking the valley below. 

For' a number of years the game had a good follow
ing; but then, for some reason or other, interest lagged, 
vandals wrecked the club house; and the fairways were 
neglected. For a while, those golf addicts who were keen 
enough to play had to seek their recreation in neighboring 
towns. The original course, reverted to the raising of 
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grain. 
Eventually, property was acquired east of the town, 

and a 9-hole course was laid out. Interest was soon re
vived; a club house was built in a sheltered spot on a 
hill-side overlooking the river to the north. The club 
house was recently moved to a spot farther to the west. 

The course is on a fineJ:ocation, handy to the town. 
It is longer than the first one. Much of it is hilly, and, 
like the first,; it has plenty of natural hazards to try the 
skill of the most adept. Much of the early work was done 
during the last war. The 1957 membership was 60 men, 
26 women and 12 junior players. 

EVERYTHING BUT BULL-FIGHTING 

TRACK and FIELD 

In individual prowess or sport which is not on a 
team basis, Neepawa's most famous athlete was Harold 
·Parsons. Harold was a distance runner, and specialized 
in the Marathon distance of 26 miles, 385 yards. In the 
days when he was training it was a common occurence for 
him to accompany the ball team to Minnedosa or Brook
dale, the difference being that he would run while the rest· 
of the team rode, usually by horse-drawn conveyance. 

Harold won the Telegram Road Race three years in 
a row at Winnipeg. This was a distance of twenty miles. 
He was a 10-mile winner at Portage la Prairie, and at one 
time held the 5-mile championship of Canada. On two 
occasions he competed in the Hamilton Herald Road Race, 
over the Marathon distance. Here, against the cream of 
the crop in Canada, he finished third and fourth. He was 
considered to be in the class of Bill Sherring, Olympic 
winner at Athens, and of the great Indian runn.er, Tom 
Longboat. 

Parsons worked in the old Union Bank for a while, 
and his family lived on a farm a couple of miles south. It 
was common practice for him to run to work in the morn
ing and home later in the day. 
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Neepawahadotherswho madenames for themselves. 
In earlier years there were two fine sprinters, a chap 
named Anson and Jim Dever, another bank clerk. Their 
special distance was the hundred yards. We had Cecil 
Connell and his brother, Gordon, known and feared as 
keen competitors. There was Raeburn Rush, Inter-Colle
giate broad jump record holder, and Allan (Skinner) Bell, 
middle distance; in the high juffi'ps we had Florence 
Merriman and Bob Baker; and again in the sprints there 
was Velma Rush, champion at 60 and 75 yards. 

Of course, there were others who were good in their 
chosen classes, but who probably never quite attained the 
skill nor the prominence of those mentioned. 

TENNIS 

There was a time when Neepawa was a good tennis 
town, and boasted of some highly skillful players. The 
town also could boast of a fine array of courts, complete 
with club house, on Second Avenue, south, in more re
cent years taken over as a residential area. 

The old shale courts were among the best in the 
province, and the game had a large follOWing locally. In 
earlier years, Dr. Poole was usually the man to beat, 
and not often beaten. Later on, the mantle fell on Manson 
Martin, another excellent competitor. 

There has been no tennis in Neepawa for a number 
of years. It is a good game and should be revived. 

HORSE-RACING 

Neepawa was a good race town many years ago when 
the track was at the west end where the C. N. R. yards are 
today; in the days when Joe Carson made "book" and Bar
ney Barnes was one of the better known drivers. Of course, 
we are speaking of harness racing and not the ''bangtails. " 

There was considerable rivalry locally in those 
days when some of the citizens had horses which they con
sidered fast. Dan Hamilton had Barney M. and Archie 
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McConaghy had a horse named Hardcase. Dr. G. A. Mc
Kenzie, this writer's father, went to an International 
stock Sale "in Chicago and brought back some well-bred 
colts, raised in Kentucky, the home of beautiful women 
and fast horses. Among them was Mark Onward, a horse 
which raced successfully on the Grand Circuit in the U. S. 
Many of his offspring are well-known in racing circies 
today. Another was Baron Axtellion, who paced a mile in 
a minute flat, on an ice track on the Red River. There 
was also a chestnut stallion, Jupe Audubon, who was 
strictly for stud and show purposes. He was exhibited all 
across Canada and was never defeated in a show ring. 

Yes, they used to have a lot of fun with their horses. 
They even had a half mile track on the ioe of old Park 
Lake, where to the disgust and the mortification of 
many good people in the town, they would have their little 
skirmishes on Sunday afternoons. 

For many years racing was a popular sport on the 
second track, located in the present agricultural grounds. 
Then it was discontinued locally. It was revivedtwo years 
ago, and again the following year, after an absence of 
twenty-five years. There was no action here last year;but 
a number of local citizens have acquired horses and seem 
to be getting a lot of entertainment out of training and 
racing them. Horse-racing has a great deal of spectator
appeal. It wouldn't take too much effort to bring the sport 
back. . 

SHOOTING 

This district has had many crack shots, both with 
the rifle and the shot-gun, on the butts and with th'e trap 
variety. In early days the Rifle Club had targets on the. 
side of the hill, below the hospital. Later on, it was ' 
moved south east of town, near the present water intake. 
there has been no activity along this line for a number of 
years. 

In shooting with the rifle, one thinks of such well
known shots as Robert Hunter, of the Union district;Oscar " 
Charlie and Stan Kerr, from Franklin, and manv more 
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whose names have escaped with the years. 

Trap shooting also had a following for many years, 
but seems to be more or less non-existent today, at least 
as far as this district is concerned. This diminishing 
brand of sportsmen carried on for some time in the south 
west corner of the Fair grounds, but in more recent years 
it has been discontinued. . 

BOWLING 

Bowling, particularly the lO-pin game, was a popu
lar pastime forty to fifty years ago when there were two 
"lanes" under the theatre. Then it was discontinued for 
many years. During World War 2, the game was revived, 
with two alleys on Mountain Ave. Now the Regent Alleys, 
two more lanes were added, and during the fall and win-
. ter season it is a hive of activity, with a number ofleagues 
engaged in both 5 and lO-pins. 

Charlie and Bruce Pedlar also had four alleys atthe 
corner of Hamilton and Mountain during the last war .Dur
ing those years the Flying Training School was in opera
tion west of town and a large number of additional men 
and women were in the vicinity of the town. These alleys 
were taken up after the war.· 

There were other sports too. As we mentioned 
cricket was played at one time. Here, again, information 
is not too easy to obtain. Both Bill Shore and Harry 
Frampton took part in the game and are still around to 
tell about it. 

We believe that a town that is interested in various 
kinds' of sport is a good town; and that the individual who 
is athletically-inclined is the better for it. Sport is not 
the ultimate, but it is definitely a means to an end. It can 
be a decided influence in moulding character. 
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CHAPTER XI. 
*: 

Neepawa General Hospital 
and Nurses' Residence 

The Act to incorporate the Neepawa General Hos
pital and training school for nurses was granted by the 
Legislature of Manitoba on the 8th of February, 1904, and 
the hospital was built the same year on a beautiful 
location at the north end of Neepawa, overlooking the val
ley to the south. 

The first Board of Management consisted of seven 
directors elected annually from the governors. The first 
hospital was built with $100 subscriptions from individ
uals, plus assistance from the Municipalities of Langford, 
Lansdowne, Rose dale and Neepawa. Today, the Board 
consists of six elected directors, two representatives 
from each of the four municipalities and one member of 
the Womens' Hospital Aid Society. Recently, one addi
tional member from the Municipality of Glenella has been 
included, making a total Board of sixteen. 

The initial Board of Directors consisted of J. J. 
Hamilton, president; Dr. J. R. McRae, John Crawford, 
B. R. Hamilton, J. H. Howden, and Reeves W. G. Pollock, 
of Langford, and T. B. Tomes, Lansdowne. 

The nurses' residence was built in 1920, with a 
wing being added ill 1936. The beautiful grounds surround
ing the residence are the admiration of everyone who sees 

. them, with their attractive lawns, shrubs, fruit trees and 
flower beds. Much of the credit for the landscaping around 
the residence is due to a former superintendent, Miss 
Gertrude Johnson. 

In 1926, a wing was added to the west side of the 
hospital with monies saved by the Board, with financial 
assistance from the Womens' Hospital Aid SOCiety and the 
Gir Is' Auxiliary. 
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The School of Nursing was discontinued in 1945, but 
during the years it was in operation it graduated a hundred 
Registered Nur.ses. A Mrs. Snider was the first matron. 

Since the birth of the town it has had an extensive 
list of medical men. Among those earlier ones, using the 
facilities ofthefirst hospital, were: Drs. J. J. McFadden, 
1. L. McInnis, J. R. McRae, J-:-S. Poole, J. R. Martin, 
H. H. Hutchinson, W. A. Howden; and from the surrounding 
district: Drs. Coad, Bugg, Gahan, Whelpley and Rose. 

The old hospital served long and faithfully until 1950. 
By that time it was felt that the 3-storey structure was 
out of date and that a more modern building was needed. 
In that year a strong campaign was under way for a re
placement. After much careful planning and an intensive 
drive for funds, the new Neepawa District Memorial Hos
pital was officially opened on June 22, 1951, at a cost of 
around $175,000. Located east of the old hospital, the 
new building is a one and a half storey structure, with a 
34-bed capacity, plus 12 bassinets. It is modern in every 
detail and various eminent medical men have pronounced 
it one of the best equipped hospitals in the west. 

The ground floor houses the Diagnostic Unit, com
prising the Health Unit, the Laboratory and X-ray Unit. It 
also contains a large, well appointed kitchen, modern 
heating facilities, dining rooms, laundry and living quar
ters for the domestic staff. 

After having served a large area so long and faith
fully, the old hospital was turned over to the United 
Church in Canada as a home for elderly people. Elaborate 
alterations were made within the building. Today it is 
known as the Osborne Home for Senior Citizens, in mem
ory of the late W. A. Osborne, a former minister of the 
Neepawa United Church. 

The Town of Neepawa and the large area tributary 
to it are justifiably proud of its Memorial Hospital, the 
Osborne Home and the Nurses' Residence. During the 
past half century, and more, thousands of patients who 
have nassed through the door .. Qf the olrl ~11r! t.h~ )1<'W 
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ospitals have been restored to health by fine medical 
!l.re and efficient, sympathetic nursing service. 

Before the new hospital was built and the old one 
as turned over to the United Church to be used as the 
sborne Home, much careful planning and organizational 
ork had to be done. Much money had to be raised and the 
lblic sold on the idea. This all took..time, and many 
~ople had a hand in promoting the project. Two men who 
10uld have special mention in this connection are the 
Lte Dr. Paul Cleave and Earl Murray. Dr. Cleave, a 
racticing dentist of Neepawa for over thirty years, a 
lember of the council for ten years and mayor for four, 
;Jent long hours in the hospital project, ably assisted· by 
Cr. Murray. The latter, too, put a great deal of effort 
ltO the Osborne Home, with invaluable assistance from 
[rs. Cleave. The Osborne Home has an expansion pro
ram in operation as this is being written. 

HAPTER XII. 

"* The Municipalities 
LANGFORD; ROSEDALE. LANSDOWNE 

A land of labour but of sure reward. 
--William Kirby. 

HE MUNICIPALITY OF LANGFORD 

In 1884 the County of Beautiful Plains was divided 
to four municipal units; Osprey, Glendale, Lansdowne 
,.d Rosedale. Langford Municipality came into being in 
3 year 1891 through the amalgamation of Osprey and 
endale. The name, "Langford," didn't just happen. 

1 ere lies a story. 

J. W. Newton was the first reeve of Osprey, and 
'. Kines was the first secretary-treasurer. Farther 
est, in Glendale, Richard Halpenny presided and Marcus 
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Chisholm acted as secretary. Later, By-law No.1, of 
Glendale, read: "That R. Dunsmore be appointed secre
tary-treasurer at a salary of one hundred dollars a year, 
and that he give the municipality a bond in the sum of 
three thousand dollars with satisfactory security for the 
safekeeping of municipal monie.s in his charge, and the 
correct, careful and satisfactory performance of his 
duties. " 

Back in 1882, John H. Layng, a native of Ontario, 
arrived by rail at De Winton, later to be re-named Car
berry. He settled, with his young family, on 30-13-14, 
east of Boggy Creek. It was unorganized territory at that 
time and there were no bridges. Just west of the home 
site was a shallow spot in the Creek, and crossings were 
made at this point by settlers travelling in and out of the 
district. It followed quite naturally, then, that the cross
ing over Boggy Creek to the territory north and west 
should come to be known as Layng's Ford. Little change 
was required to give to the new municipality the name 
"Langford. " 

John Layng contributed much to this early district. 
Back east he had been a soldier during the Fenian Raids. 
He was a staunch Orangeman, and in his new surround
ings he had a lodge room built, of logs, a half mile north 
of the home site. He raised a family of ten children. Many 
of his descendents reside in Neepawa or in the district 
adjacent to it. 

Back in 1891 the average assessment in Langford 
was $700 per quarter section, and the tax per quarter 
about $15. Much was accomplished in the following years, 
even with limited means, and the fact that such a large 
area of virgin soil presented awe-inspiring difficulties. 

The first meeting of the new council of Langford 
was held in the Commercial Hotel, Neepawa, which was 
located on Hamilton street, east, near Brown Avenue. 
James Mollard presided, and councillors present were 
Andrew Thomson, John Forsyth, W. F. Sirett and Walter 
Brydon. Robert Dunsmore was secretary-treasurer, a 
position he held until his retirement in 1912. He was 
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succeeded by Marcus Chisholm, who served in the same 
capacity until 1940 when he in turn was followed by his 
son-in-law, J. Harvey Thomson, the incumbent at the 
time this is being written. 

So the years passed and in spite of many difficulties 
Langford went steadily forward. Today her roads, fine 
schools and well-kept farms standas a monument to the 
energy and initiative of those first settlers and to many of 
their descendents who still farm in the district. 

Even as late a3 1910 many of the side roads were 
not yet open. Many of them were unfit for travel for the 
greater part of each year. In fact there were only two 
routes from South Glendale by which one could travel to 
Neepawa with any assurance of arriving. High standard 
was the watchword in the problem of road-building, as it 
was with everything pertaining to the future welfare of the 
municipality. The people were wise in their choice of 
representatives on council, and the sound judgment of 
these men paid off, even during the days of the depression 
in the thirties. In speaking of Langford today one immed
iately thinks of one of the better municipalities of Manit
oba, with the Mentmore district renowned for its com
munity service and its spirit of progress. 

It would be impossible to list the names of all who 
made distinct contributions to Langford's progress over 
the years. Special mention might be made of some of the 
earlier ones who served in official capacities. There 
come to mind the names of James Molland, Robt. JOhnStOll, 
W. F. Sirett, John Forsyth, Jos. Montgomery, Peter Mc
Nab, W. J. Pollock, J. W. Newton, Robert Habkirk, 
George Little, Frank Hockin, Stewart Lindsay, and Donald 
Carmichael. George Little, W. F. Sirett and John Forsyth 
represented the riding of Beautiful Plains in the Provincial 
Legislature. 

In addition to John Layng, there were also John 
Gibson, Wm. Forsyth, F. Murray, T. D. Stonehouse, Jos. 
Laidler, Walter Card, John Adams, J. G. Hunter, J.C. 
Drysdale, W. W. Mathews, Finlay White, J. J. Nel'son, 
James Montgomery, Robert Arnold. These are but a few; 



Page 102 NEEPAWA, Land of Plenty 

the list is long. 

The three municipalities adjacent to Neepawa cover 
a lot of territory. They have also claimed a large number 
of citizens over the years, and are justly proud of the 
pioneers. To write a biography of each of them, even a 
brief one, would be utterly impossible. To name a few at 
the expense of the many might net. be fair to the many. But 
the few were typical of the many; their experiences were 
Similar; their hardships were common to all. Thus, in 
paying a little more attention to some, we do homage to all. 

The Brydon Clan were early settlers in the area 
east of Neepawa. Natives of Roxburghshire, Scotland, the 
fa~ily came to Canada about 1842. The oldest son, Frank, 
came to Portage in 1872; and in 1877, Walter and George 
Brydon, accompanied by Jack and Duncan McLaren, also 
Walter and George Hunter, left Galt, OntariO, and took up 
land in the Union district, just east of where the future 
town of Neepawa was to be located. The Brydon roots are 
deep in the soil of the Union district, and members of the 
Brydons remain to carryon a fine family tradition. Bert 
Brydon now lives on what was his father's farm. 

The matter of homesteading in the early days was 
not too complicated. A man saw the piece of land he 
wanted, filed claim to the land at the nearest Land Office, 
paid the fee and proceeded to put in the period of home
stead duties. After World War I, when new land was 
opened up under the Soldiers Settlement Act, one green 
prospective farmer asked of another veteran, "This 
homestead idea. Tell me how it works. " "Well, " the Old 
Sweat replied, "it's quite simple. The government bets 
you a quarter section of land against ten dollars that you'll 
go crazy inside of three years. " 

The late Robert Hunter, in a letter which is incor
porated in a fine historical "scrap book" of the Union dis
trict, told of most of those early settlers, where they 
settled, who they married, the names of all the children, 
and where they are today. 

George Brydon took the land beSide Walter, a farm 
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lOW occupied by Jim McLaren. Duncan McLaren got his 
lOme stead near by, later passing on to the Arnold family. 
fohn and Walter Hunter arrived in June, 1878. Many of 
he first settlers put in the first year erecting shacks to 
;helter themselves and in preparation for the arrival of 
heir wives and families from the east. 

Meanwhile, Adam McKenzie n-ad located in the flats 
vest of Arden, also the two Riddels. They owned most of 
he land south ofthe river. Magnus Water s, from Scotland, 
vas next to follow, and located on land now owned by Herb 
vicLaren. Farther west, the Grahams arrived; also a 
amily of John and Robert Campbell, who homesteaded 
nuch of the land up to where Neepawa now stands. 

Tom and Bob Newton came about this time; also Pat 
)empsey, the unofficial "mayor" of Neepawa for a brief 
leriod. Walter Seally came a little later, also W. G. Pol
ock, who was to be the official mayor of Neepawa for 
nany years. There were Wm. Mitchell, Wm. Stewart, 
rosh Ritchey and James Campbell, among many others. 

The first school opened was a log house about a mile 
!ast of Neepawa and half a mile north of the present No.4 

·iighway. This school was used for a couple of years, with 
, one-armed man named Richard Edwards as teacher. 

The first Union School was built in 1883 at a cost of 
)160. Walter Hunter was the chairman of the organizational 
neeting, and Walter Brydon, secretary. First trustees 
vere James Drysdale, James Campbell and Duncan 
vic Laren. 

Another early family was that of James Drysdale, 
latives of Fyfeshire, Scotland. Magnus Waters was Mrs. 
)rysdale's brother. After the usual ordeal of a long and 
ire$ome journey by water, rail, flat-bottom boat and 
lx-team they finally reached their destination, a loghouse, 
.2x14. It didn't look too prepossessing, but with the spirit 
vhich prompted these people to leave their native heath in 
:earch of new homes and more independence, they steeled 
hemselves to conquer such hardships as insects, swamps, 
orest. wild animals. Hhich theretofore han merelv been 
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pages in their school books or figments of their imagina
tion. They found a neighborly spirit, plenty of wild game 
to eat, grocery supplies not too far off, but a shortage of 
flour and vegetables. They survived, buried their roots 
deep in the soil of the new land and probably never had 
any serious regrets about leaving the old land. Many des
cendents of this family are still in the district, successfu 
industrious and respected citizens. 

There was another James W. Drysdale, also from 
the Old Sod. He farmed east of town too, raised registerE 
cattle, helped build the first Inkerman School, retired to 
Neepawa and served on the town council. 

There was a Union Farmers Telephone Co. over 
fifty years ago, with W. G. Pollock, president; vice
president, Ront. Hunter; secy. -treasurer, W. Brydon. 
The line was completed in fourteen days work by teams 
and 105 days by men. It was eight and a half miles in 
length and when completed it was connected with Neepawa 
the finances of the Union line being handled by an annual 
levy, varying from $5.00 to a maximum of $12.00 a year 
Much of the line was destroyed by a windstorm in 1941, 
liquid assets were divided among the shareholders and thE 
little unit passed into the hands of the Manitoba Telephom: 
System. 

James Dark, of Huron County, Ontario, and as of 
1879 a diligent and highly-respected of the district to the 
east, was another settler with wide and varied experiencE 
In addition to his work on the farm, Mr. Dark assisted . 
with the carpentering when Davidson & Hamilton erected 
a store on the hill at the east end of Hamilton Street. 

Mr. Dark liked to tell the story about the rumor 
that Chief Sitting Bull was in the country following the 
massacre of Gen. Custer and his forces. It was reported 
that Sitting Bull was camped three miles from Winnipeg. 
A large number of people rode or walked the three miles 
to see for themselves, only to find a large bull bogged 
down in a mud hole. 

other early birds were WelHngton Nelson, the 
Youngs, Fergusons, Jos. Grantham, the Brautigams, 
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James Marner, the Lancashire Lad; Alex Watt, frae 
Aberdeen, George Harper and Alex Cruikshank, from Dun
lee, the ancestral home of the Neepawa Browns; the Gills, 
the Lindsays, the James family, Hugh Gullacher, Johnny 
McIntyre, Bob McLaughlin, who lives where EverettBar
ron is today; and that very hospitable personality, Davy 
Bigg. Some will remember the Rev. McLean, one of the 
early minister of Oakdale Church,........and John Dempsey, 
superintendent of the Sunday School; Peter B. Robb and 
family, and the first Oakdale School, built on John Howe's 
farm. There were the Bikleys, the Ash brothers, the 
Mays and many more. 

Some of the above-mentioned lived in the area fur
ther south. There was Jim Hall, widely-known stock man 
and president of the Beautiful Plains Agricultural Society 
for twenty years, a genial personality, loved by everyone. 
There was the first Layng, after whom the municipality 
is named; the Sages, the Morrisons, John and Bob Hall, 
the former mayor of Neepawa in later years; the Martins 
and McKinnons, Eli Walker, an arrival of '78; the Demp
seys, of whom there were many, with descendents still 
active in the district; the Jacobs, one of whom, Mrs. 
Jas. A. Dempsey, an '82 arrival, has been a resident of 
Neepawa for many years. 

Around in the Gordon-Glendale-Mentmore-Stoney 
Creek area there are dozens of familiar names. Timothy 
Poole carrie out from the east in '77 to scout the country. 
Returning home, he came west again in '81, with his 
father, Moses Poole, Jim Sharman, and J. Gallop. The 
Second contingent of this party included Jim Bacon, Joe 
Ducklow, Jim Hunter; and still later, Jim Ducklow, John 
Vague, John White, Jim Morden, Matt DeRenzie, Jim 
Wiggins, George McLaughlin and John Ducklow. Most of 
these were of Irish descent. 

Timothy Poole'S son, A. J. M., represented Beauti
ful Plains in the Manitoba Legislature for several years. 

Two more who arrived on that immigrant train with 
Jim Dark were William Connell and William Whelpton, 
names which are still familiar in the district. 
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Richard Campbell came out in '78, farmed south
west of Neepawa, later developing the southwest section 
of the town, but not living long enough to see it filled 
with houses. Some of his neighbors included the McNabs 
and the Johnsons. Mrs. Mary Cameron is registered as 
having arrived in '69, while Charles A. Cameron's in
troduction to the district was 1878. Two Cameron grand
sons still farm west of Neepawa. 

With Wm. Connell there was Robert Burns; the 
KelliD,gtons, George and William; The Pattisons, Robert 
Dunsmore, Harry Mathews; George Little, later an 
M. L. A.; the Sangsters, the Siretts, Robert Habkirk, 
Joseph Laidler, W. A. McLaughlin, the Grassies, Wm. 
Willoughby, the Taits, George Woods, Donald Carmichael 
the Hockins, the Draysons, the Curtis family; Marcus and 
Robert Chisholm, the former a secretary-treasurer of 
Langford for years; W. J. and Jas. W. Stewart; Steve 
Benson, from Cavan Township; Jim Hill and John Hill; W 
D. Dunsmore; George, J. W. and Walter Adams; H. M. 
Hutchison, Wilfred Le Boutillier; W. B. Robertson, the 
Arbuckles, Willertons and Stonehouses. 

Mat Kilpatrick was also an arrival of '78, and was 
one of the first to build a brick house, one of three in the 
district, a half mile north of Stoney Creek School. This 
school was then a log structure and among its first tea
chers were Miss McIntosh, later Mrs. J. H. Howden, and, 
Addie McFadden, daughter of Moses McFadden, whose 
mime appears on one of the first maps of the town. Con
tempories of Mr. Kilpatrick were George Graham, Andrey 
Park, Walter Card, Frank Hockin, John and Sam McKee, 
R. Halpenny, John Buchanan, Duncan McGregor,W.Petch, 
the Montagues and Dave Watson, among others. 

William Connell was another Ontario-born man who 
came west in '78, part of the journey on foot, with a 
bread and cheese diet. He settled a short distance from 
the Stoney Creek school, and the next year married his 
school-girl sweetheart, Agnes McMurchy, thus joining 
two families which were to be well-known in this part of 
Manitoba. Their same little log house was the birthplace 
of their first five children. Later, in 1888, they moved 
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into their new brick house, which, along with that of Matt 
Kilpatrick and another in Neepawa, were the first brick 
homes in the district. 

Mr. Connell and Richard Halpenny purchased the 
fir st self-tying binder west of Neepawa, and threshing 
was the problem. Before the advent of the steam engine, 
motive power was supplied by horses walking in a circle, 
a slow process. 

Many more names could be mentioned, and good 
stories told of those ear ly settlers of the various districts 
which became the Municipality of Langford. Some day, it' 
is hoped, the history will be made more complete; but 
again, for the purpose of this book, to name all who should 
be included is impossible. 

Old Timers of Langford, their descendants, and 
their friends may well look back on their achievements 
despite the many obstacles which had to be overcome. And 
the people of that fine district today may look steadfastly 
to the future, secure in the knowledge that their forefathers 
built wisely and well. 

THE MUNICIPALITY OF ROSEDALE 

Like every early settlement Rosedale has its stories 
of pioneer men and women who faced heat, cold, mud, 
drought and mosquitoes to made homes in Manitoba. 

Lying on the eastern slope of Riding Mountain, the 
Rural Municipality of Rosedale lends itself to a south
easterly exposure overlooking its sister muniCipalities, 
Lansdowne to the east, and Langford to the south. The 
numerous streams flowing from mountain springs, and its 
rich black loam have made the area one of the most fertile 
in the province. 

In the early days of settlement the various townships. 
in Rosedale were more difficult of cultivation for the rea
son that there was more scrub and forest land. From a 
distance the Riding Mountains presented a seemingly solid 
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wall of forest. But as the years passed, more settlers 
arrived and the work progressed, the landscape rapidly 
took on a different appearance. Today, many of the bluffs. 
and the muskegs have disappeared, and on a clear d~1he 
countryside is a kaleidoscope of color, with its fine farms, 
good roads and rippling streams. In the autumn. when the 
grain is ripening, what once looked like a solid green 
mass on the slope of the moun1:ains, is now a checker
board of green and yellow fields. 

Following the arrival of the first settlers in the 
Arden area, the gradual influx moved slowly north and 
west until Eden became a focal point. As in many other 
parts of Manitoba, buffalo bones were in evidence, and it 
was a common sight to come across wallows where these 
monarchs of the plains had taken their mud baths. 

The Honeymans were among the first to arrive, 
Tom and Jim. They took up land just east of where Eden 
now stands. The story is told that when these men were 
building their shack they saw what they thought was a 
figure approaching in the distance. One of them said it 
looked like a woman, but his brother demanded, "What 
would a woman be doing on the prairie, all alone? ".But 
woman it was, and when she got close enough for recog
nition it proved to be Mrs. Robert McCracken. They were 
camped in a tent farther west. Mr. McCracken bad gone 
back to Portage for supplies but had been delayed, and the 
family was running short. 

Of course, there is a sequel to the story. At 'a 
meeting of the settlers held some time later, Mrs. Mc
Cracken, who was the first woman to arrive in the set
tlement, suggested "Eden" as the name 'of the district. 
The name struck a responsive chord, and Eden it has 
been ever since. 

Harry Honeyman arrived the following year, and 
soon afterwards there was a considerable rush of new set
tlers into the district. Among them were the McFadyens,' 
the Walkers and the Elliotts; Smiths, Jacksons, Mc-
Crackens, Frasers, Chatwins, Suther lands , Harrisons, 
and Warrens. These people rapidly became a part of the 
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new west, braving the hardships and surmounting the ob
stacles. 

Meanwhile, many more homesteads were taken up 
in the area between Eden and Neepawa. Such names as 
Watson, Buchanan, Blough, Stewart, Coulter, Warnock, 
Graham, Hutton, McKee, Cathers, Baker and McLaughlin 
became well known as communitrbuilders. Farther west 
the Springhill district has Miller, Potter, Willerton, 
Clark, Fletcher, Bonney, Newell Harris, Still, Rowe, 
Ward, Kolesar, Poole and Baker; around Acton, the Mc
Murrays, DobIes and Kilburns. 

Around Franklin there were the McMartins, Mur
docks, Campbells; (Robert Campbell was postmaster at 
Bridge Creek for many years.) the Kerrs, Orrs, Galla
ghers, Csverskos, Brodies, Nicholsons, Kitsons, Leas, 
Whites, and Lefroys. Here again, as in most other dis
tricts, the same names are still prominent, and descen
dents of the first settlers carryon. 

Among the new arrivals pushing north from the Eden 
district records show the names of Bonney, Grover, Cur
rie, McIntyre, Denoon, Coad, Birnie and Bare. Pushing 
yet farther north were the Hentons, Scoutens, McKees, 
Foulstons, Flirbers, Smiths, Mableys, Glovers, Gilmours, 
McLaughlins and the McNarlands. With the infiltration 
proceeding northward, some of the problems increased. 
Timber· had to be cleared out, and swamp land had to be 
drained. Hard work and initiative prevailed however, until 
today that part of the province is a garden spot and one· of 
the fine agricultural areas. 

Although the Manitoba and North West Railway (CPR) 
had built through Neepawa, from east to west, there was 
no rail communication from Neepawa north until after the· 
turn of the century. With the building of the C. N. R. , 
through Neepawa north to Dauphin, several villages sprang 
up. North of Eden there were Birnie, Riding Mountain, 
Kelwood and McCreary, the latter village being included 
within the first boundaries of Rosedale. With the passing 
of the Municipal Boundaries Act, McCreary was not in
cluded in the municipality. The north end was cut off and 
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the boundary ran through the middle of Township Nineteer 

The first reeve was James Watson and the first 
council meeting was held in Acton School. Later meeting, 
were held in the old Simpson House in Neepawa's North 
End. Since that time, for upwards of forty years, the 
business of Rosedale has been carried on at its office in 
the Municipal Building, HamIlton Street, Neepawa. 

Among the earlier reeves of Rosedale, folloWing 
James Watson, were John Crawford, Robert Campbell, 
George Edwards, Jas. McCallum, Sam Currie, Howard 
McCracken, Angus Campbell, George Baker, J. T. Davie 
and G. H. Kilburn. 

George Kerr came from Ontario in 1873 and settled 
in the area where the village of Franklin was to be locatec,
In fact, it was Mrs. Kerr who supplied the name for the·· 
place. Two were submitted and the name "Franklin" was 
accepted in honor of the Franklin Expedition. George 
Kerr was joined by brothers James, Robert and John, and 
their cousin, John Begley.· The Kerrs were progressive 
people and, in addition to their farming activities they 
operated a lumber mill at Kerr's Lake, a body of water 
in northwest Rosedale, named after them. 

George Kerr owned one of the earliest threshing 
machines in the district, but awoke one morning to find it 
in ruins, the work of a fire-bug. He gathered up the .
metal parts and built a new separator. Stanley, the oldest 
son of this family was an outstanding shot with a rifle, and 
at the age of sixteen he was presented with a trophy in the 
old Walker Theatre in Winnipeg. He missed, by one point, 
in making the Bisley team. 

The Springhill area has been called the "Garden of 
Manitoba. " It was said to have received its name by 
William Pockett. There was a small hill on the road which 
ran past his farm, and a spring at the foot of the hill. One 
day he said,.' "Let's call our district 'Springhill'." And so 
it was named. 

Mrs. Isaac Yerex, of the Spr-inghill district, tells 
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an amusing story of the early days. One woman was tell
ing of her first attempt at baking bread. It just wouldn't 
rise, so her husband said, "Well, dearie, we will just 
bury the dough and forget about it. fI In a day or so they 
found that it had been dug up. The dough was gone, and so 
was their dog. He was never seen or heard of again. 

The late Davie Watson, whose father, James Wat
son, came to the same district in '78, had many tales to 
tell of the early days. One of them concerned his mother
in-law. The Indians used to come into the house without 
rapping. One day Mrs. Snider was cooking a meal for the 
men, with a few Indians sitting on the floor against one 
wall, expectantly waiting for a hand -out. The lady sliced 
some pork, and being a bit nervous, she spilled some 
pepper on the hot stove. She gave a violent sneeze and her 
upper denture landed on the floor. The Indians made a 
hurried exit on hands and knees. They had never heard of 
all one's teeth coming out in one piece. 

The Red River cart was a common sight along the 
trails in those days. It was also a common sound. A 
replica of the wooden cart of Scotland, it. was a high, two 
wheeled vehicle, completely constructed of wood. It 
could thus move across marsh and plain, and would serve 

. as a raft in crossing streams. Apparently, axle grease 
was never used, with the result that the shriek of dry 
wooden wheels revolving on dry axles was more ear
piercing than the howl of a wolf or the wail of a banshee. 

The first settlers of European origin settled in the 
northwest corner of Rosedale. A Hungarian nobleman, 
living in New York, named Count d'Esterhazy, was dis
tressed by the plight of a large number of his countrymen 
who had been induced to come to America, chiefly to 
work in Pennsylvania coal mines. His plan to settle these 
people on farms in the States didn't materialize; so he 
visited Canada and conferred with C. P. R. and Dominion 
Department of Agriculture officials. A plan was formula
ted, and the first group of these settlers, under the 
supervision of Geza St. de Dory, a Hungarian agriculture 
expert, arrived in 1885 at a spot north of Franklin. It 
was a district where the terrain was similar to their 
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native land; rolling land, covered by brush and timber. 
Stoney Creek ran through a deep ravine. It received the 
name, "Hun's Valley, "but in later years the spot was re
named "Po Ionia. " 

It proved an ideal spot, with plenty of water, hay 
and grazing land. The immigrants were hard-working 
people, and frugal. They helpmi to eke out an existence in 
the ear ly days by cutting wood into cordwood lengths, 
hauling it to Franklin or Neepawa, often by ox-team, and 
selling it for $1. 50 a cord. They gradually cleared the 
land, planted vegetables and began to grow grain. By dint 
of hard, back-breaking work, they made progress. They 
were a religious people, with the determination to acquire 
the security which had been denied them in their native 
land. Descendents of many of those hardy settlers are 
prominent in business, the trades and the professions to
day. 

In the districts north and northeast of the future 
town of Neepawa, the influx of settlers was rapid. Forthe 
most part, the first who came to the district, had spent 
a few years in Ontario. They knew something about farm-, 
ing and they were familiar with fruit. They saw no evid
ence of the latter; but one day, as Miss Grover tells it, 
"Mr. Grover came upon a patch of raspberries, all 
hanging ripe and ready to fall. " From that time on rasp
berries sprang up everywhere, and people came from 
Arden, Salisbury, Glenholm, Molesworth, Neepawa, 
Springhill and Eden to pick them. They became an im
portant addition to the living of the settlers, where raw 
vegetables and fruit were not yet plentiful. 

In those days, too, the new farmers cut timber in
discriminately. There was not yet any slogan, "Conserve 
our Forest Reserves. " This situation soon came to an end 
and a tax was placed on timber cut on Crown lands. The 
settlers weren't too happy about the ruling but had to 
abide by it. 

Most of the settlers in those days were thrifty 
people, careful with their money. The burdens and hard
ships of the prairies were shared by all. The better-off 
settlers were always most generous in helping others 
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whose families happened to be in need. The hardships 
were mingled with humor and mirth, and with dance and 
song whenever possible. As soon as settlers obtained a 
patent, they might obtain a cash loan to improve their 
position and to purchase essentials. Poorer settlers 
erected sod houses; some, even for a time, lived in dug
outs. They made their own soap, axe handles and sleigh 
runners out of oak. --

There were drought years during the' early '80's. 
There were early frosts, with low yields. In 1884 there 
was a wet fall which prevented the grain from ripening 
properly. In 1885, the Hebellion took much of the man
power; but in that year, too, there occurred a most im
portant event, the discovery for Western Canada of 
summerfallowing. It helped greatly in reviving agriculture 
and the hope of profitable production for all the settlers. 
In 1888; the system of Dominion Experimental Farmswas 
established, and in the following year this report was 
made: "Our season points to only one way in which we 
can in all years expect to reap something. It is quite 
within the bounds of probabilities that some other and 
perhaps more successful methpd may be fotpld, but at 
present I submit that fallowing the land is the best pre
paration to ensure a crop. " 

So the people of Rosedale had their hopes and their 
vicissitudes, their pleasures and their discomforts, the 
ebb and flow of their fortunes, the same as settlers in 
:other parts of the postage-stamp province. They merely 
continued to persevere, confident of the ultimate outcome; 
and much of the success; or hope of success, was woven 
around their staple product, wheat. 

The most important types were Red Fife, introducecf 
about 1870; Marquis, in 1911; and Thatcher, in 1935. 
There were many others like Blue Stem, Federation, Hard 
Red Calcutta, Prelude, Preston, White Fife, Red Bobs, 
Garnet, Reward, Renown and Redman, to name only a few. 
Experiments were made and still are being made to in
troduce an e!1rly variety to beat the frost; a variety to beat 
rust; a variety to withstand dry years, and so on. The 
search will never end. As a disease or a rish comes .. to 



Page 114 NEEPAWA, Land of Plenty; 

light, a cure or an antidote must be found. 

And so, down the years the people of Rosedale have 
pitted their wits and their strength against the vagaries of 
nature. Mother Nature can be cruel at times; but she can 
also be kind. Attainment always has more value when it 
is accompanied by obstacles and hardships. And there 
were many. In her very descriptive manner, Miss Grover 
tells of some of those obstacles. 

"Most all cooking pots," she writes, "were of iron. 
The water pails were wooden; also the tubs and barrels. 
There was no galvanized-ware; no enamel or aluminum 
ware, and no granite. Washing was done with a tuJ:i and 
washboard, unless the clothes were tramped in the creek, 
which was often the case. 

"For the table the farm women formed the butter 
pats or pound prints. The half-pound prints were often 
works of art. Our first mould was home-carved by my 
grandfather, and depicted a wreath of leaves on top of the 
pat. " 

Don't ever feel sorry for those people. They would 
resent it. Those were the days of satisfaction in achieve- . 
ment and happiness in achieving. 

Rosedale residents over the past 75 years have 
every reason to be proud of the many districts which com
prise their municipality. Out of the wilderness of forest, 
brush and maskeg they carved a garden of fine farms, 
and a number of small but thriving villages. The descen
dents owe much to those early settlers; ---"Falling in 
they beat for us, with the Western movement beat, 
Holding single or together, steady moving to the front, 
all for us." . 

LANSDOWNE MUNICIPALITY 

The municipality of Lansdowne was organized in 
1884, and its territory comprised Townships 14 to 22, 
Range 13, and Townships 15 to 22, Range 14. Later, when 
Glendale and Osprey merged to become the Municipality 
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)f Langford, Township 13, Range 13, was added to Lans
lowne. 

With the formation of McCreary, the northern limit 
)f Lansdowne was set at the middle of Township 19; and 
n 1920, when Glenella was set up, Lansdowne handed 
)ver everything north of Townships-J 7, leaving Lansdowne 
lV'ith no territory under the Drainage Act. 

Among the early Reeves of the municipality are in
:luded John McGregor, Gregor S. McGregor, T,R. Tomes, 
:tobert A. VanBlaricom, Wm. Montgomery, David Wil
lOn, Wm. L. McNair, and John Foster. 

Mr. M. E .. Boughton, in his brief memoirs written 
in 1933, had this to say: "If fbegan to praise famous men 
>y name, I should be certain to, miss some of the most 
lOnored. But it is the Simple truth that the early settlers 
lV'ere, as a body, men and women with definite objectives. " 

Lansdowne, like all other sections of the country, 
lad to face many problems. Drainage was one. An effect
lve system was worked out, but in later years, with more 
md more of the forest land to the northwe·st being denuded, 
3xcess water from the Riding Mountain watershed created 

·.1 problem at certain seasons of the year. 

Another early problem was the bridging of the White 
Mud River and its tributary streams. As time went on, 
:his matter was also effectively dealth with. 

Considerable thought and effort was also required 
;0 deal with the 32-mile road along the Arden Ridge, that 
remnant of Old Lake Agassiz. For many years the Ridge 
Road has had outlets to three highways; by Edrans to 
No.1, by Birnie to No.5, and to No.4 about midway be
;ween the first two named. 

For many years the village of Arden has been the 
::hief trading centre of the municipality, supplemented by 
smaller centres at Keyes, Tenby and Helston. Besides 
oeing a busy trading centre for a prosperous farming area, 
Arden was the municipal centre and was noted for its wide 
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awake, progressive,citizens. Its commercial, industrial 
fraternal, social and religious activities took second plac, 
to no other village of comparable size. As the country, 
the province and the district advanced, so Arden and the 
Municipality of Lansdowne progressed. Many men and 
women were responsible for such progress. To tell the 
story of all of them would be impossible in a coJidensed 
history; but when one writes-of Arden over the earlier 
years, one thinks of the names of McCamisand Boughton 
closely associated in the business life of the community 
and the welfare of its citizens. 

Many other names as well are handed down from 
those formative years, many of whom served on the 
various councils during the first fifty years at least. 
There were James Milne, Andrew W. Gerow and David 
J. Gerow; John Milne, Alex Halliday, William Lodge, 
A. F. Windus, A. H. Anthony, Lewis McGhie, Wm. 
Ritchey, Wm. Long, L.J. McGhie, Duncan McKellar, 
l:larry McGill, John E. Hedderly, Parker Smith, Donald 
Scott, George Chapman, James Crawford, Robert Riddle 
stephen Orton, Hugh Stewart, Andrew B. Fleming, O. E. 
Reilly, Edgar A. McKenzie, Samuel McGorman, M. N. 
Scott, Henry McGorman, George Stockdale, Robert T. 
Elliott, E. S. Haggerty, Wm. Bobcock, H. Bowe, W. H. 
George, Francis N. Donaldson, Wm. G. Babcock, 
J. J. McGonnell, Wm. M. Denoon and Wm. Lloyd. 

Lansdowne Municipality and the Arden area in par
ticular is steeped in folklore and interesting tales of thos, 
intrepid men and women who first arrived in the district. 
Not the least of these was Adam McKenzie, The Fabulous 
Scot, much of whose large land holdings was south of the 
present site of Arden. Eventually, some of Adam's land 
was purchased by a Hutterite Colony, a group which still 
flourishes at the time of this writing. And although Adam 
McKenzie is gone long since, the story of how he con
quered the western wilderness is an epic tale of endur
ance and determination. More of his story appears else
where in this book. 

Through this district, too, would the Carlton Trail. 
starting at Fort Garry, it passed by Portage la Prairie. 
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Here a branch went on to Grand Va:ley, whose residents 
had dreams of it becoming a metropolis, Instead, it be
came a ghost town and gave way.to the Wheat City, 
Brandon. The north branch of the Trail touched Palestine 
(now Gladstone) over the Ridge to "Halfway House, " on to 
Tanner's Crossing (Minnedosa), to Fort Ellis, and on to 
Fort Carlton, southwest of where Prince Albert stands 
today. 

It was called "Halfway House" because it was mid
way between Palestine and Tanner's Crossing. Anyone 
who lmows anything about Halfway House must lmow the 
name "Millar" and Millar spells a story. 

Many a weary traveller, wending his way west in 
search of a homestead, or on the trail east bound for 
supplies, welcomed the sight of the light in the Millar 
home at Salisbury. 

Leaving his horne at Howick, Quebec, William Millar , 
his wife and sons John and Sanford, headed west to seek 
and establish a new horne. They were accompanied by 
Elizabeth Bell, who later became Mrs. R. M. Buchanan, 
mother of Banford and Weldon. 

Travelling via Duluth and Emerson down. the Red 
River on a flat-bottom boat, they reached Winnipeg on 
June 3, 1877. Again they took boat to Portage la Prairie, 
transferred their belongings to ox-cart, and finally 
reached their destination in the Snake Creek Settlement, 
later to be lmown as Salisbury. 

Here, William Millar built a log house; then a 
stopping-place and post office. Being midway between 
Palestine (Gladstone) and Tanner's Crossing (Minnedosa), 
on a branch: of the Saskatchewan Trail, it came to be 
lmown as "Halfway House", and in succeeding years sup
plied food and shelter to many a tired and footsore pioneer. 

Mr. Millar also ran the mail to Eden and to Petrel, 
a point on the South Trail. Many of the settlers walked 
miles to purchase supplies at the Millar store. John .. 
Millar. son of the founder. relates that a Mrs. McLaren, 
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of the Union District, would wade the river carrying a big 
. basket of butter to trade for groceries, Someone would 
exchange two or three eggs for a spool of thread. 

Other frequent visitors were the Grovers, of Birnie; 
the Bakers, of Springhill; the Honeymans, from Eden; the 
Birnies, of Glenholm, then known as "Poverty Flats"; 
Arthur Kilburn, the Hunters'anathe Brydons, from Union. 

There were also many Indians, known variously as 
"The One-Eyed Indian," "The Old Squaw," The Lame 
Indian, If etc. 

About 1883, the firstlog school was built, with John 
M. L. Young, of Moosomin, Sask., as teacher. Dick and 
Billy Gill attended that school; also the Martins, four or 
five Walkers, the McLeans, Robert and Peter Coulter, 
Mary .Ann and Maggie Stewart, Eb and Walter Pattison. 
Later on, O. E. Reilly built a new school aD.d was himself 
one of the first trustees. Among the pupils were Lincoln 
Knudson, the Crawfords and the DobIes. 

Stephen Orton had secured land ear Her and had 
worked for Adam McKenzie when he wasn't putting in the 
required time on his homestead. Down in the southeast 
part of the future Municipality of Lansdowne, several 
members of Clan McGregor, from Edinburgh, had located 
after a short stay in London, Ontario. This new settle
ment adopted the name "Mikiwin. " 

During the seventies a log building stood in Arden 
on the spot where the Post Office now stands. It was a 
government base for surveyors' supplies and was later a 
Mounted Police Barracks. 

PESTS 

Settlers who travelled the old Carlton Trail from 
Third Crossing to the Ridge, and then on to the western 
prairies, were familiar with all the hardships and annoy
ances connected with life in the latter part of the 19th 
century. They knew the bitter cold of winter, the scorching 
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heat of summer, rain and mud, blinding blizzards, long 
treks for supplies and the apparent futility of the combat 
against mosquitoes, flies and other pests. Miss Annie 
Grover, of Birnie, experienced all this; and bElcause it 
was a situation which applied to every district, and be
cause her graphic story is worth repeating, it is offered 
here in her own words: 

"In the days of log houses, bunks and wooden bed
steads, a mother would wake up in the morning, and on 
her baby's one cheek there would be a red spot; on the 
other, two red spots, and some more on its arms and 
body. Angrily she would say, 'Mosquitoes never did this! 
It is bed-bugs. They are eating my baby up. ' 

"After breakfast off would come the quilt, the sheets 
and the pillows, the feather tick and the straw tick; and 
then she would take· the bedstead apart and scald the slats 
and all of the parts with crevices in them. Those 'Maho
gany Flats' could hide in the tiniest cracks. In a day or so 
everything would be cleared off the walls and the mother 
would go over them with a white-wash" brush; andnotcon
tent with doing the inside walls of the house, weather per
mitting, she would do the outside as well. In a couple of 
weeks, if the weather was warm, the bugs would be back 
again. By this time there would be insect powder in the 
house, and maybe a neighbor would recommend swabbing 
the cracks with kerosene or turpentine. But all through 
the het weather the figlit against the bed bugs would be on. 

"Some said they lived in the bark of the trees; but 
transient callers were plentiful and never were refused a 
lodging. Every now and then mothers would have to have 
a session cleaning up their offsprings' heads with kero
sene and a fine tooth comb. Two boys in our school ab
ducted two very small critters frem a pair of pigtails 
dangling over their desk, and were racing the critters 
from end to end of the desk and betting on which would win. 

"We had no screen doors or screen windows, and 
the house flies were a hundred times more plentiful then 
than now. There were no fly-swatters, no coils or sticky 
paper. We did have Wilson's Fly Pads (poison), and 

" . " 
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mosquito netting was much used. My mother told me that 
coming up from Winnipeg, around Westbourne, the mos
quitoes were so numerous sitting on the side of a shanty 
she could not tell what color the walls were. But thick as 
they were, if we were going a little distance we would 
rub butter and tar on our faces, legs and arms, and then 
with a switch to brush them off our backs we were well 
away. 

"As soon as we were able, our chore would be to 
build a smudge, relief for the cattle. Where at night you 
now see an electric light, in the evening then you Gould 
see the smoke of a smudge. Before going to bed someone 
would light one in a pot or pail, and carry it through the 
house to smoke out the pests. 

"Well, in those early.days we had no warble flies 
or heel flies; no fleas, no potato bugs, flea beetles, root 
maggots cabbage worms or grasshoppers. The grass
hopper infestation that hid the sun was in 1870, I think. 

"The early settlers rejoiced that there were no 
rats; but mice were running everywhere and cats were 
scarce. The settlers hung anything a mouse would fancy 
by a rope from a beam supporting the ceiling. Chipmunks 
chattered from every pile of poles; and we had striped 
gophers, too, but no prairie dogs till the '90's. Indians 
camped frequently on Henton's ridge. With their guns and 
their always hungry dogs, they no doubt kept the wild life 
in check. They did not fare very well themselves. They 
had long leggings and mocassins. Over the shoulder they 
had a Hudson Bay blanket. The odd one wore a white man's 
clothing. 

"The buffalo were all gone here, but we found buf
falo bones in the quagmires quite often. In stormy weather 
when hunting was poor, the Indians would come two at a . 
time for a hand-out. Mother would give them two big 
slices of bread and a cup of tea. During the Rebellion 
there was just a little bit of nervousness about Indians. 
Mother told us if we saw Indians coming we must come to . 
the house. But most of the Indians were friendly. Only the 
Sioux were somewhat feared. 
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"It meant a great deal of hard work clearing the 
scrub from the' land, breaking the sod, grubbing the roots, 
picking and burning them. The women and the children 
often joined in and helped. The burning of the root piles 
was fun for the children, butitwas not so funny when they 
came in tired an.d hungry, and had to wait for the mother, 
tired too, to cook the dinner. The bI',§aking was done with 
a walking plow. I don't remember that we had a breaking 
plow in those early days. It must have been in the 90's 
when gang plows were first used. We had wooden harrows 
with iron teeth at first. 

"Weeds were no great problem in those days. The 
wild sunflower was bad and we had lamb's quarters, bind
weed, and a few of the common thistles. There was no 
stinkweed, sow thistle, red root, purslane, shepherd's 
purse, goat's beard, Russian thistle or Canadian thistle. 
We had wild oats very early. Our tame oats were aplump, 
fat, black-hulled variety. Was that the kind they grew 
those big Scotchmen on? I don't know why we switched to 
white oats. Perhaps the millers liked the white ones 
better. For cereal we had granular oat meal. Rolled oats • 
is an innovation. " 

Miss Grover also informs that the first flour mill 
in Neepawa was a stone mill. The roller mill came later, 
in the days of Bob Ennis. Joshua Law,brother of John; 
was a miller by trade. A very early store-keeper in 
Neepawa was a Mr. Muckle, and Dr. Andrew, long-time 
Minnedosa doctor, was Neepawa-born. 

We have been told, too, that there was a stone mill 
in or near Arden in the early days. 

Lansdowne is another municipality with a wealth of 
history in its past and a host of early citizens of whom it 
may well be proud. And because those pioneers and their 
descendents were men and women of faith, industry, and 
vision, Lansdowne will face the future with confidence. 



Bill Wigmore,a native son, stands beside the sign, "Neepawa, ·Wigmore Hall," 
at the gate of his home, 10 miles from Johannesburg, South Africa. 



CHAPTER XU I!. 

* First Livery-Stable Strike 

With various countries throoghout the world claim
ing that they were first in the field of sCience, in origin
ating the game of baseball, in medical discoveries, in 
inter-continental missiles, or what have you, Neepawa 
here and now should lay claim to the first---if not the 
only---livery-stable strike in history; at least, the first 
ever recorded. 

This epoch-making event, this aggravating act of 
autocracy, this contravention of the democratic principles, 
took place fifty-one years ago, on July 13th, 1907 to be 
exact. 

On the Glorious Twelfth of July of that year, 
Orangemen from all over the province converged on Nee
pawa to hold their traditional parade, led by King Billy on 
the white charger, and to commemorate the Battle of the 
Boyne. It was a gala day, and an estimated 6,000 people 
from outside the town, men, women and children, joined 
the 1,500 local citizens, to make of Neepawa streets a 
congested mass of humanity. A near 100-degree temp
erature did not add to the comfort of the locals or the 
visitors, particularly those taking part in the festivities. 

Before the day was half over, restaurant cupboards 
were bare, stores were sold out of edibles, many house
holders had contributed what they could spare for the com
fort of the visitors, soft drink emporiums and the town's 
water supply were over-taxed. This was in the era B. P. -
Before Pubs. 

Several hundred of the visitors had arrived by spec
Ial train, but many more had come by means of horse
drawn vehicles, --buggies, wagons, democrats. The livery 
barn was full to overflowing, and the various vehicles--
wagons, democrats and buggies---were just left where 
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the owners unhitched, on the sides of the streets adjoining 
the barns, obstructing traffic to a certain extent, and 
creating a bit of a problem during the parade. Had Rich
ard III been in the vicinity that day, crying "A horse, a 
horse I My kingdom for a horse! " he might have had his 
choice, and still kept his kingdom. 

It seems that this "buggies-on-the-street" situation 
incurred the displeasure of the civic authorities no end; 
so much so, in fact, that the livery barn operators were 
fined for failing to provide parking places for the "rigs" 
when they made a charge for housing the horses. Just 
about as logical, argued the liverymen, as to fine a hotel 
proprietor because a guest's conveyance was not in a 
place approved by the gendarmes. 

Visitors to town the next day were painfully aware 
of the "strike. " Farmers arriving at Holmes Bros. barn, 
now the site of Murray's Garage, and requesting the usual 
short-term board and room for their horses, were told 
that there was no accommodation, that the livery barns 
were on strike, due to the trouble the day before, and no 
local oonstabulary was going to tell them how to run their 
business. 

Now it was the mayor and council of the day who had 
definitely incurred the displeasure of the livery men. In 
fact, that is probably an under-statement. The Holmes 
brothers, Sam and Tom, and Bill Willoughby, who built 
and owned a hugh Horse Hostelry where Atkins Garage 
stands today, a hundred feet square and three storeys 
high, the biggest livery barn in Canada west of Toronto, 
local people boasted, although smug Torontonians of that 
day probably would not have admitted to such a thing as a 
livery barn; ---these local horse hosts said the action of 
the council was arbitrary and high-handed. In the words of 
one of them, it was "a damn dirty trick. " 

So it happened, that the civic authorities used their 
powers to impose a fine because the barn operators, as 
they contended, had committed a nuisance. The owners of 
the barns retaliated by closing their doors to all members 
of the equine race, and there was nothing that the town 
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athers could do about it. There were no picket lines in 
b.ose days, and no laws governing restraint of trade. 

Just how long the strike situation remained in effect 
s obscured by the passage of time. Even Tom Holmes, 
Iho was one of the strikers and is still with us, is not too 
lUre. 

Now, you readers, when it co~es the time when 
tussia claims to be the first to send Sputnik 21 to Jupiter 
vith a politician aboard, or contends that they originated 
he forward pass or the spit ball, or that they, and not 
~mily Post, was the creator of etiquette, just raise your 
!hins a little higher and proclaim to all and sundry, "All 
:his may be true; but Neepawa had the first livery-stable 
3trike. " This we demand as our inalienable right. 

Any offers for the movie rights? 

CHAPTER XIV. 

* Well Remembered 
DAN HAMILTON 

In every community certain people stand out in the 
memory. The reason is not always easy to define. It 
might be due to a pleasing personality, the natural faculty· 
of attracting friends, characteristics.of generosity or for 
some other cause, Such a man was Dan Hamilton. 

Dan Hamilton was a big man, about four inches 
above six feet. Two of his brothers who lived in Neepawa 
for a time, Lemon and Sandy, were taller than Dan. He 
probably came from Ontario, like most of the early 
arrivals to this district, but his background is somewhat 
obscure, due to a reason which this writer is forced to 
explain. 

Twice in re.cent months we endeavored to get from 
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Dan's son, Roxy, now a resident of Winnipeg, some in
f?rmational background about the Hammons. During the 
flrst phone call Roxy said, "There isn't much to tell. 
My dad's ancestors were chased' out of Scotland for steal
~g sheep, ~hereupon they went to Ireland. He:r:e they got 
ill trouble wlth the Irish constabulary and emigrated to 
America. They ran foul of the law there too, and event-
ually came to Canada. " --

A few weeks later, in pressing Roxy again for some 
authentic information, he merely said, "My great grand:" 
father was the White Wyandotte who paddled out in a canoe 
from Plymouth Rock to meet the Mayflowf?r. " 

There used to be a word for that kind of talk, but 
we can't use it here. 

With their natural wit and glibness of tongue, the 
Hamiltons were probably of Irish descent. Dan had a host 
of friends throughout the west and was always good for a 
story, the "taller", the better. He had a ranch near 
Medicine Hat in the early days, and one of his associates 
at that time was Fred McClain, who in later years was 
bailiff and then Chief of Police of Neepawa. 

Mr. Hamilton was in the stock business and brought 
many western horses to this area. At one time he had a 
small ranch just east of Riverside Cemetery where the 
new Sewage Lagoon has just been built. 

He was also well known as an auctioneer, and a 
, story is told about one of his sales which illustrates his 
well known powers of repartee. He was trying to sell a
cow, but bidding was anything but brisk. So pointing to a 
man in the crowd, Dan said, "Come on, Joe, give me a 
bid on this cow. " "I don't want the cow, " answered the 
mim, "She's only got three teats. "Without any hesitation, 
fired back, "Your mother only had two, and look at the 
calf she raisedl " 

Dan built the Hamilton Hotel over half a century ago, 
and it still bears the Hamilton name. One of his systems 
of financing was unique. He sold $10 meal tickets to any 
who would buy, and they were many, and these tickets 
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were redeemed for meals after the hotel began to operate. 
Dan used to stand across the street, point at the hotel and 
say, ''Not a bad hotel, to be built on wind; is it?" 

He was married to Nettie Findlay, who taught at the 
old Union School in 1888-89. The Hamiltons moved to 
Dauphin in 1912 where they conducted the 'Hamilton Hotel 
for a number of years. Dan Irocmilton is buried in River
side Cemetery, and in the Neepawa District Memorial 
Hospital there is a ward endowed in his memory. 

ALEX ASHBY 

The busiest man in Neepawa during the years he 
lived here was probably Alex Ashby. His .vitality and ca
pacity for hard work was enormous. 

Alex was English, with an engaging personality and 
a stentorian voice. During the winter months he had a 
portable sawing machine, horse-drawn, and cut hundreds 
of cords of wood when wood was the fuel most used. 

Over in the northwest corner he ran a large market 
garden, one of the show places of the town. Alex, most 
assuredly, had a green thumb; and, due to his very gen
erous nature, he probably gave away as much produce as 
ever he sold. During the summer months Neepawa house
wives were familiar with that powerful voice as he an
nounced his wares. 

He was a devout member of st. James Anglican 
Church. For a number of years he was a member of the 
town council. He was one of that select circle which we 
.like to think of as ''well remembered. " 

ACE RIFLEMAN 

It wasn't because he became one of the best rifle
men in Canada that Robert Hunter, of the Union district, 
became a popular figure in the district. He was respected 
and admired because he had all those sterling qualities 
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'hich command respect and admiration. He was Bob 
:unter, Solid Citizen. 

He did bring fame to himself and his community--
nd the Town of Neepawa was proud to include him as one 
f their own---by his proficiency with a rifle. He was too 
oung to take part in the Northwest Rebellion; but he did 
et plenty of opportunity to handle...a rifle. 

About 1888, J. H. Howden started a range for the 
nilitia, and young Hunter was one of the better shots then. 
['he rifle then in use was the. 57 Snider-Enfield. Shortly 
tfterwards, the militia was issured with a new gun, the 
45 Martini-Henry, and Howden decided to take his boys 
nto the Manitoba Rifle Association shot at Winnipeg. Bob 
Iunter shot a "possible" at 400 yards and his mentor, 
japtain Howden, jumped for jOy. It had never been done 
)efore and the young man continued to attract attention. 

Robt. Hunter, J. C. Drysdale, Dunc McLaren, Bill 
Jossell, and others travelled to tournaments and made 
reputations for themselves. Somewhat later, it was nim
rods like Stan, Oscar, Charlie and Lindsay, Kerr who 
carried on the tradition; but Hunter was the ace. 

Mr. Hunter collected silver plates, cups and spoons 
by the score, and so many gold medals that he almost ran 
out of space to house them. Each award meant the bes~ 
score in one of the most difficult of all competitions, for 
the Lieutenant-Governor's Medal, which he won several 
times. 

Yes, Robert Hunter was an Ace Rifleman and a 
conscientious sportsman. He was of the sale of the earth. 
It was a privilege to known him, an honor to call him 
"friend. " 

"BROCK" 

Seventy-nine years ago, in 1879, a young fellow, 
another Graham, was, introduced to the west. He was 
never the flamboyant type; he dictn't seek publicity; he 
was more self-effaCing. But he got things done. He was 
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prominent in all things pertaining to the welfare of the 
town and the district. His integrity was beyond reproach; 
his personal popularity was, and is, wide-spread. He is 
still one of Neepawa's good citizens. 

Because he was a good pioneer and a solid citizen 
down through the years, the town named one of its thor
oughfares after him---Brock..Street, thus perpetuating th( 
name of the man, B. B. "Brock" Graham. 

PILGRIM'S PROGRESS 

He left his home in England, a place made famous 
as the home of the Kings and Queens, the site of Windsor 
Castle. He wasn't young in years when he decided to come 
to Canada, but he was young in spirit. Neepawa became 
his jumping-off place; and for forty-five years he has beer 
a valued citizen. He was, until recent years, a painter 
and decorator, and his progress was attained by diligence, 
a friendly attitude and a courtly manner. 

His name is Tom Pilgrim, and as this is being 
written he is preparing to celebrate his 94th birthday, 
Dominion Day, 1958. 

"FERGIE" 

Twenty-five years ago, on the occasion of Neepawa's 
Golden Jubilee year, a local citizen of long standing 
spearheaded the organization of that notable event. His 
name was "Fergie" Irwin. But that was'not his only- con
tribution to affairs local. 

Fergie took a keen interest in many activities con
nected with the district. He was a farmer and knew farm 
problems. He was a staunch member of his fraternal 
society and a recognized authority on all things pertaining 
to Free-Masonry, in which organization he reached high 
status. He was a staunch adherent and supporter of his 
church. In his younger days he was proficient at football .. 
He was a student of local history and to him we owe much 
for what appears in this book. Always eager to lend a 
helping hand, Fergie was the type of individual who be-
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lieved in the philosophy that "to have a friend, you must 
be one. " 

This short bit is headed "Fergie" but perhaps it 
should have been "Irwin" because that is the way Fergie 
would have wanted it. He would have wanted his father to 
be included, for Old Timers of the 90's will tell you that 
Harry Irwin was one of the most .z;espected men of the 
district. Father and son were a composite all that is best 
in man. They should be included in those "Well Remem
bered." 

CHAPTER xv. 

* The Social Whirl 
By modern standards the people who lived here 

three quarters of a century ago must have led a dull, drab 
life. They had no TV, no radios, no electricity, no auto
mobiles. They had no highways, railroads, air lines; they 
didn't have screen windows or doors, oil or gas heating, 
They couldn't go to a movie. They didn't have Presley. 
They had no Bridge clubs. They didn't have super-markets 
or telephones. What did those poor people do? 

Well, they got a great deal of enjoyment out of life. 
They had, perforce, to make their own entertainment .. 
which probably added much to its value, because it was 
self-made, Without cars, distances were great and visits 
more infrequent; but when one family surprised another 
by dropping in for a day or a weekend it was an event. 
Riding in a buggy, a buckboard or a wagon in summer, or 
a cutter or bobsleigh in winter, over bad roads, did not 
decrease the enjoyment. The fact that some of these 
diversions were difficult to achieve merely added to the 
ultimate enjoyment. 

The summer months were given over to picnics, 
where favorite sports were tugs-of-war, baseball, foot 
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races and horseshoes. In the colder months they would 
gather at one of the larger homes or at the nearest school 
to enjoy a ''box social" or dance to a mouth organ and a 
fiddle. The settlers would frequently gather to help a new 
arrival at a barn-raising bee while the women prepared 
stacks of food. There was work involved, but it was en
joyment. Books and magazines were not plentiful, but 
conversation was not a lost art. 'lJt.e people were engaged 
in a common cause, that of establishing new homes under 
adverse conditions. Companionship was a joy as well as a 
necessity. Generosity was a common attribute and not 
something to be indulged in because it would attract att
ention. The display of friendship was spontaneous andfrom 
the heart. 

Yes, by modern standards those early settlers must 
have found things horribly dull. But they progressed, they 
achieved, they raised good families; and with it all, they 
did seem to get a lot of enjoyment out of life. To the 
people who follow us seventy five years hence, our pre,
sent means of enjoyment and our forms of entertainment 
may seem just as drab. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

'* Bits and Pieces 
A few waifs and strays gleaned from the column, 

"Celebrate in '58, II which ran for a year prior to the 75th 
Anniversary. This one was bringing Christmas and New 
Years Greetings in 1957: 

IN THE OLD DAYS, eggs were three dozen for a 
quarter. Milk was five cents a quart. The butcher would 
give you a piece of liver for the cat, a bone for the dog, 
and treated the kids to a piece of bologna. The hired girl 
was satisfied with $2.00 a week, and did the washing to 
boot. Women didn't use powder or paint, didn't smOke, 
indulge in fancy drinks, wear sheer stockinvs. or belong 
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to half a dozen club. The men wore boots and sported 
beards, or at least a moustache; they chewed tobacco, 
spat on the sidewalk, worked eleven hours a day and 
never went on strike. Kerosene lamps were the order of 
the day; a Coleman was a luxury; and a 'magic lantern' 
in the parlor was a sign of affluence. No one was ever 
operated on for appendicitis or had gland work done. 
People used to drop in just to-1alk, not to watch TV in a 
carefully .observed silence, or to play informative bridge. 
Folks used to gather in the parlor on Sunday evenings and 
sing hymns around the org3.ll. Most of the plumbing was 
outdoors and courage was needed to make a trip "out back" 
on a frosty evening. It took at least an hour to visit a 
neighbor ten miles away by fast horse power. But folks 
lived to a good old age just the same and often walked 
miles to wish their friends a 

"Merry Christmas. " 

TODAY ---nearly everybody rides in automobiles or 
airplanes, plays .Canasta or shoots craps; plays the piano 
with their feet, owns a TV set, smokes cigarettes and 
drinks 'enriched water'. Some of them seek fame or 
notariety by becoming flagpole sitters, setting records by 
playing the piano for a hundred consecutive hours, or 
flying non-stop around the world. They discuss Sputniks 
the way their forefathers used to talk about a yoke of oxen; 
they apply for a first-flight to the moon, or buy lots 
thereon from people who don't own the lots. They never go 
to bed the same day they get up, go out at midnight to 
spend the evening, and think they are having a wonderful 
time. 

Many of whom consider a person who reads books 
to be old fashioned. This is the age of artificial stimu
lation provided from a fancy bottle; tranquillizers to off
set the effects of the stimulant; high taxes, profiteers and 
racketeers; faster and higher-powered cars to kill more 
people on better highways; men who think they are God's 
gift to the ladies; and women who are annoyed if you make 
love to them and annoyed if you don't. It's the age of ex
tremes, high living, and what some People would have us 
believe is civilization. It's the age of cults., isms and 
groups that would have you think you are a moron if you 
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don't follow the particular fad of the moment. If you save 
your money, you're a miser; if you get it, you're a 
grillter; if you spend it, you're a loafer. A:J.d if you still 
think life's worth living, we wish you a 

"Happy New Year. " 

GILMORE WISDOM 

Albert Gilmore, of Kelwood, was not only on8 of the 
early settlers. He '.vas, and is, a keen observe:;: and a 
homespun philosopher. Not so long ago he wrote: 

"A litile about the intellectual Ufe of those early 
pioneers. In many homes a novel was t8.boo. I remember 
the parents being shocked hearing that one of their daugh
tel's had attended the theatre :in Toronto. 

"Oh yes, people are more enlightened today; I 
might say, sophisticated. But look around. There is a 
long way yet to go. And who C2.ll censure, who dare crit
icize the average per SOil ? They are living- in an age of 
terrific upheavals, straining to get somewhere; and in 
that struggle the best :in man has :iittle chance to show ... 
As I sit by my fire I can envisage everyone of those old 
timers. I can see their problems; and even now I long to 
hear the weird distress call of the coyote. I think some
where a long time back I must have lived in a tepee. These 
atavistic streaks break in many a time; and I long fbI' the 
quiet evenings when the whippoorwill filled the woods with 
his song." 

l\rIAYOR PAT 

According to F:;:ed L. Davis, an old story names the 
late Patrick Dempsey as the town's first mayor. This was 
an "unofficial" election in 1882 before Neepawa was actu"': 
ally a town, and was hatched up by the ambitious young 
men of the town who felt that the new community must be 
dignified by having at least a titular mayor. Due to his 
songs and his fun-loving disposition, Pat was the popular 
choice. 
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CRACKERS AND POP 

Earlier residents will remember Fred Denbeigh, an 
arrival of 1885. He was well known around the Fair Cir
cuit where he conducted the "Balls and Bobies" show. For 
a small fee you would get three balls, and the gimmick 
was to throw at a row of small quasi-human figures at a 
distance of some twenty feet. Semetimes he would have a 
canvass sheet with a hole in it. A human head wearing a 
padded "Derby" would be stuck through the hole. If your 
marksmanship was good, you would get a cigar. Fred 
used to call them EI Stinkos; ---"smoke 'em here and 
smell 'em in New York." In later years Fred ran the 
bowling alley below the theatre. 

One time a travelling show was in town, appearing 
in the "Opera House" in the old Jubilee Block. As a 
special attraction they offered a prize to anyone who 
could eat a whole box of soda biscuits ana men arlllK i:i 

couple of bottles of pop. Fred made it all right; but he 
must have experienced that over-stuffed, frustrated 
feeling. His plaintive remark, during his stage of dis
comfort, is not for this book. 

AGE MUST BE SERVED 

Fame may be fleeting, but the news gets around. 
From a January, 1958, issue of the Montreal Star, the 
following was gleaned: 

"Neepawa, Man., Jan. 28---Eighty-nine-year-old 
Spara Ward believes he may be the oldest active curler in 
Canada. With more than fifty years of the game behind 
him, the retired farmer still curls twice a week as the 
lead on the rink of Guy Scott. He has never played any 
position other than lead. " . 

Who said it was a young man's game! 

NEEPAWA, S. A. 

Ten miles out of Johannesbury, in far off South 
Africa, there is a mountain called Northcliffe. Half way 
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up the mountain is a small estate of an acre or more, at 
the entrance to which is a sign which reads: IfNEEPAWA, 
Wigmore Hall. If 

This marks the home of Bill Wigmore, one of Nee
pawa's native sons, and son of Wm. Wigmore, one of the 
early settlers. After serving in World War I, Bill was 
sent to S. A. by a large firm which he represented. 
African subsidiaries were later formed and Bill became 
Managing Director. Early this year he says he ''was 
kicked upstairs into the position of Chairman of the Board." 

With that sentimental attachment which most people 
feel towards the place of their birth and many old friends, 
Bill, with a feeling of nostalgia perhaps, has kept the 
name close to him. He can still say that he lives at Nee
pawa, even though it be South Africa and not Manitoba. 

CH AlP' T E R X V I I • 

* L'Envoi 

Neepawa has undergone many changes in the last 
seventy-five years. In 1878, the Montreal Star reported, 
"Large parties are organizing in this province and all 
over the east, to join the spring rush to what appears to 
be the lodestar province of the Dominion, the young _ 
Province of Manitoba. If 

It has been a long time in the life span of man. Yet 
there are some still with us who were here when the town 
was born. They saw a village on a promontory overlooking 
the confluence of Boggy and Stoney Creeks grow steadily 
into a compact town: They saw prairie and bush land on 
a.ll sides of the town converted into· lush farming commun
ities. They saw industry come to the town. Because the 
country surrounding Neepawa was populated with indus
trious, courageous, God-fearing citizens, Neepawa be
came a good town; a good place in which to live because 
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it was the centre of a number of good districts. The re
lationship has been good, from a rural-urban standpoint. 

Yes, Neepawa has changed, physically. If John A. 
Davidson, Johnathan Hamilton, John Crawford or many 
other of those early settlers could look in on us now they 
might be surprised. No doubt they would also be pleased. 
With the vigor and the initIative they brought to this dis
trict, and the innate optimism which permeated their 
beings, they would again look into the future and visualiz, 
still greater progress for the town which they helped to 
found, NEEPAWA, Land of Plenty. 

In conclusion, may I bow out of the picture on a 
personal note. The time has been all too short; the dead 
line arrived too soon. I realize that this history is not 
sufficiently comprehensive. It does not follow a chrono
logical order. 

At best, it was meant to be a condensed story of 
N eepawa and surrounding districts; a souvenir booklet of 
this, the 75th Anniversary. Too many people have been 
left out; to many incidents incompletely covered. I ask 
your indulgence. 

Without the kind assistance of many, many resident 
and former residents, the book would not have been writ~ 
ten. I am the one to benefit most. I have not only learned 
a great deal of local history, but much about the gener
osity of local people. 

If, in helping myself, I have been of any assistance 
in providing some entertainment to readers, in bringing 
back to former residents some memories of the past, 
pictures of the present and visions of the future, then I 
will have been well rewarded. I have enjoyed writing it. 
I hope you will get some enjoyment from reading it. 



COMMElYIORATION 

The Publication 

of this book 

is sponsored by 

THE CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE 

which organized and directed 

THE 75th ANNIVERSARY 

Commemorating the 

Incorporation of the Town of Neepawa 

November Third, 1883. 

June 29 to July 5, 1958. 

COMMITTEE: George Rey, Chairman 
N. G. Dunsmore 
C. H. Hanson 
Mrs. R. Peden Connell 
Miss Louise Card 



Former 

Mayors of Neepawa 

1884 - J. J. Hamilton 
1887 - B. R. Ha~ilton 
1892 - J. J. Hamilton 
1893 - J. A. Clare 
1895 - Jno. A. Davidson 
1900 - J. H. Howden 
1904 - John Brown 
1905 - E. J. Harris 
1906 - J. H. Howden 
1908 - J. J. Hamilton 
1909 - W. H. Gossell 
1912 - J. J. Hamilton 
1913 - R. H. Fusee 
1914 - Jno. Brown 
1917 - J. L. McKay 
1921 - J. L. McKay 

- Jno. Hall 
1922 - Jno. Hall 
1923 - J. A.. Davidson 

- Jno. Hall 
1925 - T. G. Murphy 
1926 - G. V. Stonhouse 
1927 - G. V. stonhouse 

- W. G. Pollock 
1928 - T. G. Murphy 
1929 - W. G. Pollock 
1932 - Robert H. Fusee 
1934 - W. G. Pollock 
1948 - Paul Cleave 
1952 - Paul Cleave to July 30th. 

- D. E. R. Ewer from Aug. 8/52 
1954 - William Whitmore 
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